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(This survey was carried out in the Christmas
- Vacation 1959/60 by nine students from the Social

 Administration Course. They worked under the

ision of Philip and Paula Foster, and the

#ﬁgyéﬁ'ﬁas done on behalf of the Child Development
LR Y ’

 Unit,) : :



Y A

EGYA SO0CIAL SURVEY Page
Introduction : : 1
I : HOUSING DETAILS
Gonstructiony roofing; externsl walls; age of
housing; Water supply; .latrinos; bathing
facilitlies; cooking facilitiesy rediffusion;
mosquito’pfotoction. 4

II : GENERAL DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

1948 census; total population; age and sex
distributions . Tribal origin; milace ol tor 1o
length of residence. 6

JEL

MARITAT, STATUS
Various data. ‘ g
* IV : EDUCATION AND LITERACY
Levels of education attained; attendance at
schooi; newspaper reading; mass literacy. 1)

V : OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE

Principal and subsidiary occupations of men
and women. 14

VI

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND CHURCH ATTENDANCE !

Details of Christian, Moslem and traditional
religious organisations. Al

- VII : ASSOCIATIONS

Music and Drumming socleties; benevolent
sogleties 2

VIII : EXTRACTS FROM STUDENTS' ESSAYS

/ History Lo
Offiecec Holders 3 . b7
Clan and Lineage e,
Lsafo 72
Fishing 86
Agriculture | ; 95

Diet ' 106




for these not born in Rgya.

imi of remdence of 79 people born in Cape Coast !
o1 SR 19

el b ﬂ' males only. 2178
- c Fregueney of merriage (among married mon)'. 22
: d

Monogamous and Polygynous marriages (among married men). 23 ]
g 6 "Miul record (O.L those presently marricd to 1 wife). 2R

=y

* f Marital status of fcmales only. x 25
g " " (of marriecd women). | 26
h Frequency of marriage (of marricd women). 27
5 " " (of widows =nd divoreces). 28

ﬁa Years of education completed (males). 25
_ :f"ﬁ;““ - X 4 " (femalcs). 30
¢ m’: 8chool going age attending school.

" " " i

® females by sge.



dminis: 1}u,an spenﬂ most of their vacations on.
mg@n. which generally includes experience in

wa Child Development Research Unit

tf?ﬁggp geriad: it was decided to use the students on a
‘ igilbt gsurvey, and in the Christmas vacation nine were
“sent to Egya I, with instructions to.gather certain
information sbout the village and its inhabitants.

The survey had three objectives, to serve as a
pilot survey for the Child Development Research Unit, to
train the students in a simplé survey, and to test the
questionnaires in a village survey (samples of the forms
used are appended at the end of this report). We were
eépecially fortunate in being able to arrange for skilled
and constant supervision of the survey, as Mr. and Mrs.
Foster agreed to spend the three week period of the
survey with the students. Philip Foster is an educational
sociologist, and his wife Paula Foster a social
anthropologist; they entered whole-heartedly into the
survey, and were sble to see that students (who had a
very limited sociological training) obtained information

; ‘ﬁih ﬁ high degree of accuracy. Each questionnaire was
[fﬁ@@iksa'perﬁonally by Mr. or Mrs. Foster, who visited the

use ir thare was any doubt about the answers., They
ished a friendly and effective rapport with the




t Bf SouL Al 4Te ok Egya. These

le to check all the statements. (Tt is

sed that this is a Preliminary Report). Students

to read such relevant books as Christensen's : m

Two of the students produced a

] This report thus consists of Tables compiled

= ~ from the guestionnaires, together with additional notes
supplied by Mr, and Mrs. Foster, In addition selected
extracts from the students essays are given., The students
who took part were : R.A. Akyeampong, J.E. Ashon,

.~ J.G. Davis, T.A. Djoleto, S.Y.K., Homenya, N.M. Kwei~Tsuru,
‘ Mg Pepra, J.,E, Yamson, E.A. Yeboah,

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF GHANA, LEGON
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General remarks on housing in Egya:
In all there are 42 fully habitable houses in Egya,

and also a few new ones in various stages of construction.
House 18 (a former chiefly residence) is now in a
state of dereliction and was left out of the count.
House 37 was found to be an integral part of House
i and hence was left out of the count.
Schedule numbers therefore run from 1 to Ll ex-

cluding Schedules 18 and 37.

Construction:
The walls of all L2 houses are con&pructed of swish,

with occasionally a lower coursing of stones. No cement

or other blocks were used.

19 had roofs of corrugated iron (2 with additional
felting). Most roofs were in a poor state or repair.
8 houses were roofed entirely with thatch in
various stages of repair,
1 house was roofed with asbestos sheeting. 1L
- houses were roofed with a combination of materials:
(2) 13 with a mixture of corrugated iron and thatch
(b) 1 with a mixture of iron and asbestos sheeting.

External Walls:
19 houses had external walls of hare unplastered

swish, 18 houses had external walls which had been

‘partly plastered and occasionally whitewashed. 5 houses

had external walls which were fully plastered and

.WhitewaShed or painted.

Age of housing:

A difficult thing to assess but see Table 3. Egya
is probably a declining village in size, but most houses

are seelt/,
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__ ~straction, T
Generally adequate = two stand pumps supply the
village; only in seven cases was the nearest standpump |
100 yards or more away from the house. |
Latrines:

Virtually all the population use the beach. Three
houses have inadequate, shallow dug pit latrines but
occupants of the other 39 houses use the beach,

Bathing Facilities:
2 houses contained a separate room used for bathing
,only. 1 house had adjacent to it a cement bathhouse,
which had been erected by the household head, with
separate cubicles for men and women, It was one of the
most solidly constructed edifices in the village but
was not used by residents of other houses, 27 houses
used flimsy palm leaf structures some distance from the
house, 12 houses had no facllities and residents took
~ their bath at the beach,
Sharing of Bathing Facilities:

. 16 houses had separate facilities for men and women.
1ly houses had joint facilities for men and women. 12 cases
not applicable since residents used the beache.

COOKi: facilitiess
In fact a considerable amount of cooking was done in
1' ~ the open on coal pots etc., but 24 houses did, in fact,

have a separate room in the house designated as a

';kdxchen and used most frequently dur!%g the rains.
,} ‘l‘musea haé. separate roofed structures distinect from the
ody of the house and classed as kitchens, 5 houses

facilities only, charcoal pots or small open

.......



'{ir sISeying or sitﬁing. Women

In 14 houses cooking utensils,
were shared by women in cooking.
In 13 houses separate utensils and charcoal
pots, fireplaces etc., were used by women.
In 15 houses the category was inapplicable,
i.es occupied by men only or only one woman.,
Rediffusion:
: A remarkable amount - No less than 17 houses
Yy out of 42 were equipped with rediffusion.
‘ Moggﬁitc Protection:
In only 7 houses were mosquito nets in use and

then usually only by one or two members, There was

no netting on windows.

el

fireplaces etc.,

-
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Tsble 1c. e e

Digtribution of houses by daterqf Construction

Period of building | Number :of houses

Before 1900 7

1900 -~ 19Q9 0 2
1910 - 1919 5
1920 = 1929 8
TORIE= 1050 8
1940 ~ 19L9 6
1929 =550 _ 8
Total Lo

This presents some difficulties since houses are usually
built by being added to over a period of years, whilst
older segments are allowed to fall into disrepair.

(In any event people's memories are not too clear).
However, age of houses has béen assessed by reference

to the date of building of the major portion now resided
in, " It is interesting that guite a proportion of Egya
houses are moderately new and that, although the popula-
tion of the village 1s probably declining, several new
houses are being built. It should be noted, however, that,
in the case of the latter some have remained in a state of
pvartial completion for several years.

It was observed by some inhabitants that houses would
last a long time in Egya since only a thin layer of top
soil overlays the solid igneous bed rock making a firm
foundation for houses. However, most houses have a dilapi=
dated appearance and, with the exception of some four or
five houses, no real effort is made to maintain them
properly.

IT : GENERAL DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

The 1948 Census:

The following details have been extracted from the
1948 census, Unfortunately, statistics are only available
for Egya 1, 2 and 3 combined since they really constitute
one village although spatially separated into' three unitse.

(In the 1931 Census, the total population of the
three Egyas was given as 368, an obvious underestimate
since, if anything the population of Egya, like that of
Anomabu, has been declining),
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1948
Per—}§ M F {16 or more | Educated { No,of No., | Persont per
sons ' yrse Of age = houses oL
Std. | Std. | or com=t re~ | House | Room
By, 7 pounds | oms
M F l(incld or
hi- :
ngher .
653 | 32L | 329 147 | 20C i 6 86 252 746 2ub

This is almost certainly an underestimate of population although
better than 1931. Egya I now has over 360, and Egya II seems
almost as big, though pcoplé deny it; as Egya I is the oldest
and politically the most important, that makes the inhabitants
feel that it has a greater population, The population of the
three Egyas is probably 800 or over.

As the population is almost certainly declining, then the
1948 census figure (653) could well be greatly underestimated.
As regards rooms, houses or compounds no definitions are given in
the census and consegquently any comparision would be fairly
meaningless. (In any event there are no separate figures for I,
II & TEI).

Nothing can be saild about education except that Egya I by
ihself cbmpares netsunEavourabiy with the ficures glven far i,

IT and IIT combined in 1948.

ngle 2
Tribal Origin of the people of Egya
Fanti = 250
Nonnba:-' = 5
Total -36u
Plaece of hirth
Born in Egya I - 204 (including one Yoruba)
[Biokeiay 00, eI M I S 11
Born in Egya (but
Hoh Epeeified as T, IX
& III) = L6
Born outside Egya = %%%g

_—



Cape Coast District = 7

Ashanti Region & 15
Ahanta Nzima e 2
Wassaw Aowin = 2
Acera e 2
Ibadan (Nigeria) = 2
Ivory Coast = 1
103

Districts here referred are those of the 1948 census,

Those born in Ashanti

These form the only appreciable group born outside Cape Coast
District (6 in Kumasi District, 7 in Bekwai and 2 in Wenchi
Sunyani). The group includes 5 males and 10 females but of these
9 have lived all but a few months of their lives in Egya. Of the
remaining 6 there are :

One girl of 17 who has lived L years in Egya.

One béy of 144 who has lived 1 year in Egya.

One girl of 14 who has lived 3 years in Egya.

One boy of 1L who has lived 3 years in Egya.

One woman of 37 who has lived 19 years in Egya.

One man of 59 who has lived 50 years in Egya.

- With the exception of an adult Yoruba couple all other residents

of Egya born outside the Cape Coast District or .shanti have
lived in Egya nearly all their lives.

2% ~ Those born in Cape Coast District
g ’;ﬁbﬁ table shows that most of those born outside Egya in

‘ﬁayaicoast Distrlct have spent many years in Egya., These

L in all, but of these 42 were born in villages lying

radius of Egya. Furthermore, 21 out of these
,L;m,villages recognised to be tied to the
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¥i1lages. (They include Akurobaadze, Amoahda, Anomansa,
Adambo, Ogookrom) .

All these factors strees the considerable homogeneity

in terms of origin and residence of the people of Egya.

IIT : MARITAL STATUS

Mode of Contracting Marrilage among the Male and
Female Population of Egya

This section contains data on marriage: 1t is seen that
the vast majority (134 of 139) of those married have been
married bylcustomary status,

Tables 3a, b, £, and g. deal with marital status, showing
that of 167 persons over the age of 20, 7 are single, 133
married and 27 widowed or divorced., Detalls are given for
males and females, by age, Of the 89 married women, L1 are co-
WivesSe

Of the 139 married, 65 have been married once only
(Tables ¢ & h).

38 of the 50 married men have only one wife, but 1L of
these 38 have contracted previous marriages (Tables d and e)e

(a) len:
Of>50 married men in Egya U8 were married by customary
-procedure .

1 man, now married to only one wife was merried in church
(Roman Catholic).

1 ma n married his First wife in church (Roman Catholic),
but has since acguired a second wife under customary procedurs.
e dis 1iving with hoth.

(b) Women:

‘0f 89 marriéd women in Bgya 86 were married by customary
procedure.

1 woman was married by Methodist rites but is now a co-—
wife, her husband having married again under customary pro-

ocdure.




'*v,ﬂjlalnges‘ (They include Akurobaadze, Amoands, Anomanss,
~ Adambo, Ogookrom).

All these factors strees the conslderable homogeneity

in terms of orlgin and residence of the people of Egya.

III : MARITAL STATUS

Mode of Contracting Marrlage among the Male and
Female Population of Egya

This section contains data on marriasge: it is seen that

the vast majority (134 of 139) of those married have been
married by.customary status.

?ables 3a, by £, and g. deal with marital status, showing
that of 167 persons over the age of 20, 7 are single, 133
married and 27 widowed or divorced, Details are given for
males and females, by age, Of the 89 married women, L1 are co-
wivesa

Of the 139 married, 65 have been married once only
(Tables ¢ & h).

38 of the 50 married men have only one wife, but 14 of
these 38 have contracted previous marriages (Tables d znd e)e.

(a) Men:

Of 50 married men in Egya L8 were married by customary
procedure.

1 man, now married to only one wife was married in church
(Roman Catholie).

‘ 1 ma n married his first wife in church (Roman Catholic),
but has since acguired a second wife under customary procedure.
He is living with both.

_Of£89 married %omen in BEgya 86 were married by customary
e - procednre,

F!F ” 1'woman was married by Methodist rites but is now a co-
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1 Woman was married by Catholic rites but is now a co-
wife, her husband having married again by customary procedure.
I Woman married by Roman Catholic rites remains the sole wife

in a monogamous marriage,

I
IV : EDUCATION AND LITERACY

Tableé lila and b give details of the education of males
and females, of those above school age (265) only 42 (or
16%) have received any formal education -~ 28 have completed
various primary standards, 13 middle standards, and I has
obtained a teachers's sertilficates

Of the 85 children of school going age, 25 (29%) attend -
school, the boys having L43% and the girls 17% at school.
(table ¢).

Table & shows that 9 of the whole population read news-

papers.

Newspaper Reading by Femalss in Egmg

Of 209 females in Egya only two have access to a news-
paper = in both cases daily.
(a) A girl of 19, who has recently completed M.k,
reads her father's daily newspaper (English).
(b) A young woman of 27, the wife of the resident
school teacher, (she has completed her education,
to M.2), has access to her husband's daily news-

paper (English).

Mass Education in Egya

Out of a total Tfemale population of 209,*only three
women have attended mass education classes. In no case were
the classes held in the vieinity of Egya. The women were all
et hherasesorarn 45 o 50 (all marrieé). Two terminated the
course without taking a certificate but the third is still
aaking the effort to attend classes some miles away.

No ma;e from Egya has ever attended Mass Bducation Classese.



ils were collated of the principal and sdbszﬁiaﬂy

‘ﬁfJﬁnmarried,‘maf?iﬁd' divorced and widowed women,

Notess:—

(2)

(v)

(e)

s 5 =% ks - v_. Noas
B R T -2 S WY

No unmarried woman or girl has any subsidlary
occupation in Egya, . o
"Stone cellecting" is collection of building
stone for road building and house construction.“
"Water carrying™ - although only listed as an o
occupation by one woman -~ is frequently perf@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ
by childreh. It is an essential part of the ,
distilling industry since water must be 6arrigd‘»f

some distance to the bush stills., Up to 5/~ a

day can be earned at this task,

i

. RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND GHURCH ATTENDANCE
The figures on religious affilistion in Egya are fairly
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The general heading "dther Fetish" was used where
individuals expressed a specific and active interest in
some worship other than Tigare - Fetish is not really a
good term since this worship involved Ebusua bosom,
Egya-bosom and Oman—bosom ee.g. Segu Alakah (Omanbosom),
Omeano and Obanyan (Egyabosom) -~ over 12 in all.

The majority shown as "No affiliation" probably perform

ancestral rites, and there is mno doubt that a good proportion

of "Christians'" take part in Tigare and other rituals.

VII : ASSOCIATIONS

Membership of an Asafo was not used as a category, since
material seemed too confused and clear differentistion was
seldom made by students between different Asafo companies.

In addition, People occasionally sald they were not members
of an Asafo, when in fact they were almost certainly born
into one.

The actual voluntary associations are listed in the
table.

In view -of the small numbers involved, mean periods of
membership are not particularly meaningful except for one or
two of the larger societies.,

Kolomashie - mean period of membership is 2 years 4 months,

Methodist Singing Band - —-do~- 7 years

Adenkum -~ ~do-— Ly yesrs

Music & Drumming Societies:

(a) Catholic Singing Band.

(b) Methodist Singing Band.

(¢) Kolomashie - the larges£ society, mostly young people
both men and women (Kolomashie is a Ga word).

(a) Oga.

(e) Ompe = this is mainly for young people but this member’

Joined many years ago.

lﬁ."“ ‘.-r g



(f) Okrodo = mainly for older people but is dying out
oW .

Benevolent Societies:

(a) Tsema Mboa Kuw

(b) Akyese nntse de ewie.

(¢c) Adenkum = Women only - also has music and dancing
although males do the drumming.

(4) Da bi na Ilbohun — Women only — Also has
singing and dancing activities.

Political Parties:

C.P.P, (Convention Peoples Party)

Religious Group l.ec. Bible Study etc,

"Christ Little Band" (Methodist)

Amateur Theatrical:

"Two Bobs" - a sort of glee boys group for young men.



TABLE 18
GENERAL STATISTICS ON_HOUSING
Area of Nce of Mean Noe. of | Mean No, of Area of external Mean area of “
Noe. | Residen&ial Occupants Resldential rooms oncupants ventilation floor space per
Floor space Floor space per per roorm (in sg. £t.) 4 8q. Pts OF
‘ occupant (in sq. ventilation
ft.)

1 140 9 [ 156.,0 7 s 118 11.9

2 1619 4 e 9 0.8 2l12 6.7

3 2155 20 107.8 T y [ 26l 8a2

4 2082 28 Tholt 15 1.9 288 T3

5 806 | 14 57eb 6 2as 115 7.0

6 1709 3 56946 s Ouly 97 17.6

g 560 1 560,0 = O0e3 81 6.9

8 _6L0 7 9oLt 3 25 36 17.7

9 570 I 814 3 2e3 L8 11.9

10 780 T Gl B 5 Ju Ll 54 L.l
11 616 4 616.0 6 0.2 138 bhe5
-T2 1197 24 50 g 2.3 174 6.9
13 851 ¥ 121.6 6 2 74 11.5
SRS 360 il G L 2y 0 Lo 9.0
15 1030 T0 = : 10340 i Jals 8L 12.3
16 816 6 156410 6 SPe] 72 ;3 P
17 2592 6 L32,0 32 ejs 237 10.9

18 , Abgndoned - partly derclict




13
10
10
10

8
10

5
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"-6
2.3
13

Incorporated as an integral part of House No 4
Temporarily uhtenanted

118.9

91.2
81.0

2

9
3
1

122
188

117
81

oL

176
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28 - TABLE 12 (contd,)

I : Area of Noe of Mean No. of|Mean 1lo. of |[Area of external | Mean area ef
Resldential | Occupants Residential jrooms |occupants ventilation floor space per
Floor space Floor space Ler per room (in sge Tt 7 at, Tis OF
oceupant (in sq. ventilation
ft.)
L2 686 5 1352 3 ToT 67 F.2
L3 135 R 334 8 1 i O 21 | 6aly
Ll o6l 6 L. O 2 30 19 13.9
TOTALS] L0217 36l 11045 262 Taily 1186 173
Mean number of persons per dwelling ... e e 8l
h Mean residential floor space per person soe ssa MO CE =a. Ehe
Mean number of persons per room e S aets Arelr

On Schedule "A" rooms were classified by type - bed rooms, living rooms, stores — but in faect this
introduces a fairly artificial classification since rooms are frequently interchangeable in function,
€sZe Kitchens and stores are not infrequently used as bedrooms at night and the nature of the

rooms is not wusually such as to preclude them from serving several functions.

As a result it was decided to assess residential floor space area by including all rooms
in a house with the exception of

-

(a) Open courtyards lying within the lody of the housec.

(b) Stool rooms kept locked and under no circumstances used for residential purposes, but
only for keeping the stool and regalia,

(e) Small rooms devoted entirely to a shrine and not used for residential PUrposes.
(The latter two categories were only met with in two or three heuses).



500 = 999

199 and below

TOTAL

% This exceptionally large house is in faect
the only double storey building in Egya.
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TABLE 29

POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX

s e e
Less than
1 year 15 8 235 64 5
1 ) 15 2l 6.6
2 14 L 15 )] ST Under 5
5 L 3 i e 3
L 9 i 16 o ly
5~ 9 23 28 51 18 0 ; 23,0 51l yrs.
10 = 14 15 18 ) 90
A S o) 8 5 23 6e 3
20 = 2l 10 2l 3l 963
25 = 29 6 A2 18 Li,9
30 - 3L 7 14 18 e 9 She T ol
20 e B0 5 A 14 3.8
4o - i 6 A 20 H5e5
45 = L9 7 17 20 5.5
50 =~ 5l 6 L 10 2e8
55 - 5@ L 8 12 33
60 - 6l 6 2 & Pa 2
65 - 69 3 3 6 1¢7 175 h5 and over
70 = 74 1 2 B e9
BB =T - 2 2 6
80 - 84 - 1 1 3
85 and over - 3 il o«
TOTAL 455 | 209 § 364 | 100,0

[

Male Population
Female Population

—

o

h2,6% of total population
57.4% of total population
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TOTAL 198 139 15 12

36l

s - A e > A m A e A A

e - A

(a) "Single" refers to those vho at no time have ever
entered into any form of marriage whether customary,

in Church or umder the Ordinance,

(b) "Merried" refers to all those with a present legal
GE;H&Q or spouses whether these are residents of the

2 or hot,

(o) “Uidnwed“ and "divorced" refer to those at present
having no legal spouse whether under customary law

or the Ordinance,
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TABLE 3b

STATUS OF EGYA MALES BY AGE GRQUP

Age _iMarital Status :
Groim Single Married |Widowed § Divorced |Total
0 - 1L 86 - - - 86
15 = 19 - & = 8
20 - 24 L 6 - - 10
25 = 29 5 - - 6
30 = 34 5 7 = - 7
0 et i - L - 1 5
4O = L - 5 - 1 6
45 - 49 - 7 - e 7
50 = 54 - 6 - - 6
855 =55 - 2 - 2 I
60 - 6l - '5 1 - 6
65 = 69 - 2 - s 3
70 - 74 - g - - 1
N N S T e
'ﬁEﬁﬁiéx:J L a e o e e o U ——

(a) "Married" refers to men now actually possessed
of a wife lrrespective of their previous
marital record.

(b)

"Divorced"

actually possessed of
time - A fair proportion of men who are now
classified as "married" may have been

divorced and widowed previously.

snd "widowed! refer to men not

a wife at the present
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TABLE 3C
FREQUENCY OF MARRIAGE OF I[/RRTED HALES

Number of Times Married

Age
Gt %;t, Once |Twice | 3X|LX|5X | 6X | 7X | 8% | Total
ow

20=2l1 - 6 ks S e £
25=29 - = 2 - = -] =] = - 5
30~3L - 5 1 A SO SIS B 7
Fh=39 - 2 g/ o 808 R O T Iy
LO=LLy - 2 3 - = =] =] = | - 5
L5=19 - il iy T W L aL i e 7
50-5L - L 1 1| =] = | =] = | = 6
55=59 - - - 1] =] = | = | - |1 9
60-61 1 1 1 -l 2] - | =] = - 5
65-69 - - 1 [ S S SR SO G 2
70=7L - - - - -1 - - | - 1
TOT AL 1 2l *lh e T MR S S P 50
NOTES ¢

(2) This table only refers to men actually

e s fted fas inandied M Sel it exeludes el
categorised as divorced or widowed.
(b) It includes both polygynous and monogamous males.
(¢) It does not indicate how many wives a man 1is

living with now but merely gives a record of a
man's total >f marriages contracted whether
these marriages are still extant or ended in
widowerhood or diverce.
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TAB 33
MONOGAMOUS AND POLYGYNOUS MARRIAGES AMONG MARRIED MALES
BY AGE
T>tal number of present wives
Age - -
Group One { Two Three| Four Five
Wife | Wives | Wives| Wives| Wives Total
20 - 2 6 - - - - 6
a5 =729 5 - - - = 5
30 - 34 7 - - - - 7
G = 59 2 4 i - - L
Lo - Ly L 1 - = - 5
L5 - 49 L 2 il - - 7
50 = 5l L 2 - - - 6
55 = 59 = 1 = = 1 2
60 -~ 6L Ly i = — = 5
65 - 69 1 1 - - = 2
70 = 74 1 - = = < 1
TOTAL 38 SR S | e 4 50
(a) This refers only to actual number of legal wives
St pPesent, nat Go Preecord of marrlsses, €2«
The male in the age group 70-74 has at present
only one wife but in fact has had five wives in
ZELIL
(b) In several marriages the wives may not be

actually resident in Egya and hence are not
included in any aspect of the surveye.
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Table Je€.
Maritel Record of Males who are at present
only married to' one wife = by Age
Number of times married
Age » e e e
Group Oncec | Twice|Three | Four |Five { Unknown Total
Times § Timesj Times Times
20-= 2l 6 = = . %, . 6
25 -~ 29 ] 3 i & - e 5
20 =l 5 ) 1 e - - — 7
2h 7359 2 g = e &= = = Z
o - Lt} 2 | 2 - - - - L
Tt BV e T R - = - L
50 - 54 L = = = = o= L
B = 50 = = = = = = =i
60 — 6l 1 1 - 1 - 1 i
65 - 69 = - 1 = = - 1
70 - Th — - -~ - 1 - 1
= =S ===
Total 2L 8 3 1 1 1 38
Notes:

A high proportion (over 30%) of males who are now
married to one wife only, have had previous marriages.
It was unfortunately impossible to discover accurately
how previous marriages had ended, whether by divorce or
death ol speusc but 1t isilikely that most previeus
marriages ended in divorece, If anything this kind of
record is an under-statement of the extent of ‘'serial'
merriages.



Merital Status

Mar- Wido~ Divorced
ried wed

80 - 8y panalr . 1 -

-
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Table 3g.
Marital Status of Married Women by Are
Maritél Status
Age
Group Sole Wife in Co-Wife in
Monogamous Polygynous Total
Marriage Marriage
10 - 14 - 1 1
15 - 19 3 2 5
20 = 2l BTN 7 21
25 = 29 7 5 10
30 -~ 34 6 5 11
3 = 39 L | 9
Lo - Lk L 9 13
45 = L9 6 b 10
50 ~ 5l - b b
55 = 59 2 1 3
LTS e ; 89
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« TABLE %h
FREQUENCY OF MARRIAGES AMONG EGYA MARRTILD WOMEN INCLUDING PRESENT MARRIAGE — BY AGE

e

Age Sole wives in Monogamous Marrilages Co-wives in Polygynous Marriages Ao

e Once |Twice g?gg: g:;gs gggwn Total Once |[Twice g?;g: gg;ﬁs ?ggwn Tetal Total
10 -« 14 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1
e 5 3 o = o = 3 2 o - - - 2 5
20 - 2i 10 L - ~ 3 10 4 1 - & 2 7 51
25 = & 5 - 1 - 1 7 3 = - - - 3 10
30 - 34 2 it - - 3 6 - 1 - - L 5 T
BE - 30 A - ) - £ L 1 1 1 - 2 5 9
1O = Ly 1 A & 1 2 Iy 2 2 - - 5 9 2
45 = 49 1 2 - 1 2 6 2 - - - 2 L 10
50 - B4 = - - - - - b 1 2 - = L I
55 =59 3 1 - - - 2 = o e o 1 1 :
60 - 6L - - - - g 1 - - - - - - 1
65 — 69 9 - - - - q - - - - - - 9

TOT AL o5 | & R 10 L& 16 6 3 - 16 L1 89
KOTES : '

(c)

(a) The table only refers to women actually married now, i.e.

(b)

exeludes divorces and widows now living
alone,

Fust over I of the married women (31) were not prepared to give sufficient information regarding
previous marriages and ‘it 1s possible that this table considerably underestimates the number of
marriages women enter into. It was impossible to ascertain whether most previous marriages ended
in wideowhood or divorce bubt a high proportion of divoreces is likely,

This guestion was not asked specifically on the questionnaire but most interviewers attempted
to cbtain this information,



Not
Knovwn
,5§

1 1 At
1 3 3
= - i
- & o
- - 2
- - 2
- - 2
s = 1
i = 1
2 T 2

was formerly less frequent,

:‘(a) In the case of % of these women adequate information was not available.

(b) If anything this table underestimates the degree of serial marriage. =
« proportion of elderly widows who claim to have only been married onces
= reluctance to give details of early marriages or indicate that divorce

Note the high
This may be




LABLE la
S) SHOWING YEARS OF FORMAL EDUCATION A

SCHOOL, AGE (6 é
MALES AT PRESENT AT SCHOOL
Com—- Com= |Com—= {Com= |[Com= [Com=~ [Com= [Com= |Cotm=
pleted|pleted| pleted|pleted|pleted|pleted|pleted|pleted|pleted
P.1 P.2 P03 P. Po5 Po6 Mo1 M02 M03
b 3 % 1 - - - - - -
5 - - 2 2 2 2 - 1 S
6 - - - - - - - - -
7 - ¥ s ., w Al pu . &
5 L L - Load — - — — —
6 - — — -— — — — - L
5 -— - Ll -— — -~ - — —
- - - y - - - - -
3 - - - 1 - - - -
6 o — - - — — - - e
2 ~ - - 1 - - - - -
L 2 2 3 & s
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TABLE lb

THE FEMALE POPULAIION OF EGYA ABOVE SCHOOL AGE (6 YLARS) SHOWINCG YEARS OF FORIAL EDUCATION ACTUALLY COMPTET
i e R (TCLUDLIG FEVALES AT PRESEIT AT SCHOOL)

g motal |Total |Gem- |Com—- |Com- |[Com- |Com- |Come [Come |Com= |Com= [|Com= |Attd.|"B" ["A' |Potal
Widowed |not pleted |pleted|pleted| pleted|pleted |pleted [pleted|pleted] pleted |pleted| Secon|Col- |Col-|of
in Age |attend=|P.1 P.2 P.3 Bold Fe5 P, 6 Me 1 Me 2 Me 3 Me 4t dary |lege |lege|those
Group in or with

. did not { ! some i

' _ attend school~ |

; scheol ing E
Bl S 22 . 20 - 2 - - & - - - - - - - | - 2 ,,
10 = 14 18 ik - - - 1 1 1 - 1 - - - - | - L |
A= 19 15 11 - - - - - - - 2 - 2 - o b4
20" w 2l 2l 2l - - - - - - - - ~ - - - | - -
25 -« 29 12 11 - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - 1
30 - 34 11 10 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - | - 1
35 - 39 9 8 - - - - 1 e - - - ~ o i Al 1
4O - Ll 14 1L - - - - - - - - - - - - | - -
45 - 49 13 13 - - - - - - - - - - - - | - -
50 - 54 I L4 - - - - - - - - - - - - | - -
59 = B9 8 [ 4 - - - - - ‘) - - - - - - - 1
65 - 69 ) 3 - - - - - - - - - - - O =
75 = 79 2 2 - - - - - - - - - = = A InE =
80 - 84 1 1 - - - = e i = - - - - s i
85 and over| 4 1 2 = = 2 ¥ =) " ol 2 fi e it =
e i &' - B TG
TOTAL 161 147 2 1 1 2 2 - i - 2 - -] - 14
e et - : e e e
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Table Lec.
Children of Schoolgoing age in Egya
(Between 6 & 15 years)

Total Mo e Males Only Females Only

_ child- |tually Total No. ac~| Total} No., ac~

Age ren of |attend- af this | tually | of tually

this age|ing school| age attend- | this attend-
ing age ing

School School
6 14 3 5 2 9 1
7 14 2 6 2 5 =
8 10 2 6 2 L -
9 7 2 3 1 L 1
10 i 3 Ly 5 5 -
il 6 5 L 3 2 -
12 Ly 2 - - L 2
1% 6 2 1 il 5 1
i 10 5 6 2 L 1
15 10 3 b 1 6 2
Total 85 25 39 17 L6 8

Children of school going age between 6 and 15 years old
inclusive account for 23,3% of the total resident population
of the willage,

Of these children 29.L4% are at present attending school.,
The percentage of male children of school age now attending
school is L43.6%.

The percentage of female children of school age now

attending school is 17.4%




Table 4d.

~

Newspaper Reading by Males - by Educational level

s . R U, P SRS
Frequency of Access to a Newspaper
icevell on e
Education | Daily| Once More *than Less than Total
Weeklyt once a week once a week 5
| o formal = 1 - 1 2
 Schooling
P¢1 to P03 = TF o T 5K
| inclusive oo ‘ ; -
Pl to. P.6
inclus lve i £ : 2 3
' M.1 to M4
: inclusive 2 I AP i !
above .4 L = Lfa- ;—m. ¢1j'3 e : : 1
Tobal B A 3 9

Therefore out of a total population of males in Egya of
155 only 9 have access to any form of newspaper. Of these,
two are fourteen year old youths, one is a man of 24 and the
remainder are older men of 48 and above.

Mode of Aecess to a Newspaper by Egyva Males

li are regular subsceribeBs - Three of these read a dally
newspaper in English and one subscribes to a weekly
vernacular newspaper'.

2 buy irregularly from news paper vendors in Anomabu.
. ] v
5 have aceess to a friend s or relative's newspaper .

Notes:

(2) Educational classifications have been adjusted to con-
form to the current terminology-.

(b) In the case of the two males listed as without formal
education both have been able to obtain a simple
‘command of the written vernacular (but not through
Mass Education classes), In the remaining seven cases
English newspapers are read.



o Minor  |Distill-
upat : Clerical|ing
i 3 il 3 =

9 n 2 a -
2 6 . A = 3 v 9, d ek
1 8 - 1 - = - o = e =
i u 2 o 1 - - i =
i 6 3 # .. - 4 - pk ks 2
L - - - - £ 0 y s %
S Iy D - - w X 0 ® - =
o s 2 ) = = = - - 1 S
1 3 L % t 3 3 : ~ . :
= 1 g - ia 1 5 i3 i 3 1
- k- 2 - - 1 - - - - =
1 4 . b S S ¥ g 2 i 4
- o - s SRR (N e m L = £ et (5
Lo S tid 1 1 3 jeod g SRS 1 2

. Principal occupation may be defincd as the activity from which the main proportion of income is deris
| In the g=9 age group, threec children are llsted as fishing, In fact young males are frequently

. in helping their elders but these three actually do get some minor monetary remuneration. R
{c) Minor clerical includes only onc man involved as a checker in Cape Coast. ¥ F"'

(d) Distilling is, in fact, an illegal activity. It is cortain that the majority of adult males in Eg
it ‘are involved in the activity, G e SRS
~ (e) Potty trading involves the salc of dry goods, tinned foods; bottled drinks, ete, (not cocked foods

P 4 -",:f-_i; Bal it e g Sy B ’-r_' e B

: 3 I
% B 3 o , : “ .
; B r 3 TP A T a1
Logl ey S e o Nl T = G . 3 o e TS PR Con i T R R T & N o Taria s‘!l‘

L
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TABLE 5
SUBSIDIARY. OGCUPATIQIS OF N ES IN

e

e e

Subsidiary Occupations (a)
Age To Sub, Boat |Day Admini- |Distil—| Carpen— |Cate- Wood Photogra—
Group Occus Farming|Boy |Labour-|llason jgstration| ling try chist|Pishing |earving |phy Total
pation (b§ ing (c) (a) (e)
= 5 I - - - e = = - - - - - 71
10 = 14 33 = & - = o = - & = = - 15
15 - 19 8 - - - - - - - - S = = 8
BD - o 6 - 2 > i - - = X A & % 10
b =2 3 - 2 - - - - - - 1 - - 6
30 - 3 3 y 2 - 1 e - - = - e = 7
35 =59 2 | 1 1 - - - - - - = o 5
ho - Ly 3 - 1 - 1 - - 1 - - - { - 6
b5 - Lo 2 1 ~ - - ~ - - 1 1 1 1 7
50 - 54 5 1 - -~ - - - = = S = - 6
35 = 59 1 1 - 1 - - - = = 1 = & Iy
60 - 6L 5 - - - 1 1 1 - - - - 6
65 — 69 2 1 i = = - .5 = o * L s »
70 - 74 - . - = P T 1 - e - = - 1
" ~ TOTAL e 8 8 Ly 2 1 2 2 i 3 1 1 155
NOTES : e o ot ' :

(2) Subsidiary occupation may be defined as that contributing a minor proportion of cash income. In a very
few cases a third sccupation was listed bub the frequency of this was very slight.
éb) Boat Boy rcfers to periodic work in Accra on cargo landing,
¢) Administration refers to the chief who derives no official income but does obtain money by virtue
of his- serviees,
(@) The catechist derives a small income of 410/- per month for his services to the Local Methodist Church.
(e) Photograpby is a substantial source of subsidlary income for the resident schoolmaster,



- 35 = AR PR S
Eﬁh%ﬁ_ég- Principal Occupations of all Females by Age -
" Principal Occupations (a) 5
No Kenkey |Fish  [proad | Petty |Farming|  |Cooked Native  |Fire |Maid
Occu= {Boiling| Trading {Baking | Trading |Farming |Seamstress |food Distilling | Herbalist fwood ser—
feRtont & & () Selling selling|vant
Selling Selling (e)
70 - - - - - - -~ - - - |- 1T 558
i 1 2 = - - - - - - - 1 18
7 v 6 % = ~ 1 e - = = 1 15
- - 16 2 1 - - 1 = = 1 1 ol
1 - 8 = - 1 1 - S & 5 = 12
1 1 ; 1 S i e = == ik = = T
1 - n > = = = = 1 1 = = g
1 1 5 7 7 N = - 7 1 = = T
= | 3 T B 1 | - - = - 1 = 13
1 - 3 - - - - - - - - - k
1 - 6 - — = - 1 = £ = i 8
- - 2 - o = = 2 2 = = - >
i 1 1 5 = 1 - = = = = - 3
2 - - - - - - - - - ~ 2
2 - - - - - - - - - - - 2
1 - - — - = - - - - - - 1
1 = e = o = = = s = = = 1
103 7 69 b I 7 g i 5 2 2 3 209
Principal occupation is here defined as the major source of personal income. (b) Petty trading is de-

fined as the sale of dry goods, tinned foodstuffs, cigarettes, bottled drinks (Not the sale of raw or
cooked foodstuffs). (¢) Cooled Ffood vendors include those selling fried or roast plantain etc. Tor immediss
te consumption, (B) Lo less than in the case of men, Women are engaged in the illegal distillation of 1
agloobol and the Figure given sbhove reflecets in no woy ‘the true exbent of “his activity among the women oF

R



Subsidiary Occupations of all Females b
Subsidiary Occupations

Kenkey |Cooked Bread |Petty Pire Native [ Water |

Boiling {food . Farming |Baking |[Trading] Distilling | wood herba=+ carry | T

& Selling & Selling list [ ing S
Selling Selling ! (c)
i o> - 1 - <4 - = =
13 1 5 - L 1 - - = s
:?: 1 ek 3 g i . 1 s =
8 1 - - - 1 % - - - -
5 1 - 1 1 - - - 1 - -
| 5 3 - 1 - - 1 1 1 -
2 2 L - 2 - - 2 - - y-
1 2 - 2 e 1 - - - -
3 3 1 - - B - - =
1 - 1 - = - o = -
3 - . s % = e = -
2 5 = - = = = = =
2 - = = = o = o =
1 - CL3RE S % = 7 7% i
1 = = s 0 A = e =
15 6 11 e 3 1 1

OCCthtiOﬁ.by one wor

(a) No unmarried woman or girl has any subsidiary occupation in Emyq.
building gtone for roadbullding

and house construction.

ga s Ereguentily
y Since water must be ‘carvrisd some dis

pcrformﬂa by bdildfcn.
L
1jruui C—k o)

the bush

(b) Stone collecting is collection of ’*

thor C“PPylng — although only listed as an

an essential part of the distlllingk
L,p te S o \..W can ‘ba.- e

r.\—*’{ i

‘—..s
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Necrition,

Church of the Lord and American Orthodox

Table ba. Religious AfTiliation by Agc and Sex
——I5THeT ChrTE] e T Gther TN ngy
Age Sothol1c [Nethodist BB AORE L o Seotnlal L L SR Petish | Affiliation |  TOtal
Grouwp. FyTw (ol [pl o (ulpie fujr 7 (uFfey P fjulr o) M {F {7 |8 | P |0
o= btz 7 puhnfes {1 |- 1-f-1- (2i3l5) 1]516 |5 8 121 f17138 ] u8 | L2 | 90
B 94034 13 T2y o R e it e I TR IR R A I A e S e T R R e e
10 = 14 |3 (o (s 1.2 TR PN SRR | I N S I (B SO SR (P G fo S - O R R e B
15 = 19 | - L el G R R B O o G N € o ik T B | G e 2 e A 8 4 15 f-&%
et oyl -jo Mo b= d-j- J1d- 01 - bep-Fetpl 1B F ML p8 F 2 | Ly 64 10 1 ok | 54y
s MY [rde b7 b -l l-d= 1~ T2 0=i=11prdtz2fris V¥ 31 40 Wl &faehine
(30 =L l-13 131 ~13513(~1--1-1-1{- g I 1 R MR S T T o 1 2] Bt 0@t 1e
35 = 39 |-} - N - 15 5 L P - =] = il ~ $1 T2 5 el e PEE e 3 5 ) y
B0 =L |=f3 [3 =& [ L |- -1 |-41 11 J={-J-] %92 13 45 16| L } 11 5] 6] 34| 20
B -9 l-f3 1314 ]uf51t1 -1 1-141 11 = el 0 0 i BT g S e el 3 7 i1E e
50 =541l ~-11 | -J2f2 ]~ =f-1=}]- |- - =i-] =11 {1 {hi- |k 1 TR 6 Lot 10
55 =59 |1~ {1 1 -16 16 { - [-4=1-1-1- 1-T1T-1-T21-12141- 11 — . BNae § s oean
Bt =t - P = f 1 8 3 | - |-~ [-1= [~ - {—-i-f{ 24-12 12}~ (2 1 -1 1 6 2 8
656 ~69 2 ~j2 | —=f-l-f—~j-4- j-j2 42 f=dojef 1}f=11}~4= T 5 W R B
e T DR R € - (RS PN RS O SR EDRUE (PR N SRS R PR T PR B e 4 o P
el b S ek R R RS (R S I O P PO DR R e PR R B R B e el e e e
80 =84 f—| = | =] =y=f - --t-1-0-f= -1 =t =ttt =t=1 =1 1] 1 T 1
(R T e =
85 & b el =l fr Lol oo peb e e b o e | e
Potal 1521 136 {30175 105 | 3 {316 {218 fio 13| 576] 15 |20 [35 |31 {oh.{ 55] 56 { 53{109 1155 | 20 9] 364
poam— == )1 + i % ¥ o el s - - e e R = ) TR - : FE— § -
Keyi- M= lale I = Tenule -  Total (2) Includes following groups: 12 Apostlcs, Apostolie,
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Table 6b.

Frequency of Church Attendance per month by religious denomination and Sex

Other
Roman g : .
’ Methodist 3 Christian
“~ Frequency Catholic Anglican Sestil Total
of Church
Attendance !
M B . M i i M B al M B il M B g
Never 6 58 WLy i SRuEED - - - ~ 1 e 10§17 27
Less than once 4 ey !
ber month 1 e - M R (B s S SO R - il R B S e 21
1 per month - Al e Ly 3 7 % < . - 1 - 5 hotism 7
2 per month Rl By o 5 8 | 131 s i = 3 s = 51 10 15
3 per month 2 2 lh 1 8 9 - - - = 2 2 5 12 15
Ly per month B 8 {13 ; SR =2 36 1 2 2 2 Ly 6 17 LA 58
Over L times | ' ! .
per month 1 = 1 & 10 10 2 1 3 = R e 5 44 ek
Total 15 121 S O o e i) S 3 6 > 8 101 B0 Jaor. | 458
= - 4 S o : il Ak < -

(a) 1Includes 12 Apostles, Apostolic, Negrition,
Churech of the Lowd, American Orthodex,

BB

= ia ek S —siillemaiie s S oS e e
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Membership of Associations in Egya by Age and Sex
Table 7 Name of Organisation

o e oy A e

Catholic|Kolomae Tsema C.P.P. | Akyese jliethodist [Christs| ! "Da bk s
Singing {shie Ompe |Mboa {0ga |C.P.P. {rntse Singing |Little |"Two Jdenkum na Dkrodo Total
Band K de Band iBand Bohs" Ilbohun |
ewel

- fulplr {ulrpie |ujpirE|rivipjeulr T julP T MR (T JRIT M|PITIM (BT IM|F ITIMIPIT]| M JF | T

C o D T O I I S E S R L I 6 B T (P Bl A ] o et Lol B B R R R S R B
10“1}4"_"' ‘ez "'"""""""‘";ﬁ.'.".""""""""" e S e e i sl et [ e oo om0, oo 0 o, SN, el Wil I ekl e -
115 = 1911 | - - s ) ) T P e e A O S et 1 O (B SR PR D A S D e e -

20 = 24

) P P B S R
212

-
1
-
ofro | =
—
R
{
i
T
I
=7
I
i
i
]
I
i
1
1

55 = 29 (- |- | - o T g g g g . gy g e ey ey [ ey (e [y [y [ E B S O B BT I
S | LRI = il £ IR o Bl Rl ! 5
T T T 20 5 1 A 0 R TR R R Gl o S B e e el D S

=38 ACTR NGO Kl AR |

CONEIE o1 S 50 S N 100 5 1 1 ) 0 O [T T O S N T 0 50 O 58 0 A 5 0 S I 5 0 B

ST TR VU G B (T G S IS (O (S S e S W 8 B SR U s O o e e s e s e
L5 = Loi-1- | - ——~—.——4'-—1-3——1:7“—“'~——‘——— I RS e e
e T i R S TR U G S N ) G B g e R (R N ) R SNE S IS 1 SO T (O N NN (YR S R R O (R e el
55 = 59|-1- | - ;,:F— ] _1;_,__“_*.::‘;"_*;_?: S R N R S N N
60 - 6l e Sl T b et e ~1*;~'—_~ji;— St Al R ERE IR T o - 11 - i1 =i e S S et e e T 1 e 1
65 = 691~ - | - 3—;~;—:—i—;—‘—m—;a——tw— e e S S D e e
o HL T T T (R CES S S G U R (5 () (RS e (S DU P R [P e (e TS (R (R (R (O P P I (S (PN SN IO (e e R e e PR e e
75 = 79t—fi— { - CON 0 S (P P S Y (O R ) S (S S [N SIE (S DS S R R T T P [ PR S S (e U RS U (P IR R S S - -
e e = r R T = e =5 O B o o e I I A e e o A [ R [ D
o HcE R RN REREEREE RS R N R . N e e

OVeEr : ! { | e ‘"j”
Total {4 i~ 11 (6150 1-phpleii-klpr}e2 23‘1 Sifiieel SO B ] 1&-—31]‘- it e = 11 116 [21 |37

carca: iy

: ;\r_lfact only ‘ll} males and 15 females belong to any form of Association in Egya. The discrepancy between this and
the finel total of 37 is due to membership by several people of more than one organisation i.e, 12 men belong to two

B

Organisations, two women belong to two organisations and two women to three organisations.



'Ehe ]?ante alsia to be part of tf= Bono mganp
_ msted far over a ceatury in what is now the

- 1ern section of the Brong Ahafo Region. The first
jl;'m‘&e, peefple are .said to have migrated from the Bono

 Kingdom between 1328 and 1363. The second wave of Fante
migrants arriyvced. in 1740 after the Tall of the Bono
Kingdom,

: The first group ef Fen‘e left the Bono Kingdom
in the fourteenth century dgring the reign of Nana Akumf'i
Aﬁez&w 1, moving southwards and founding Kwaman near Afutu
whe!:é they settled, They lgter founded Saltpond which

'L"A the ?ortu@mse called Fante 0!Grande meaning Great Fante,
- whilé their firet town Kwaman wae named Fante Peguena

i meaning Little Fante, At the beginning ol the seventeenth
B century they were joined by the Djomo who had also left
the Bono Kingdom, These two group: moved nearer the sea

ang when they reached what was then called Btsl land,

which is the present area they occupy, they decided %o

settle down because the land secmed fruitful and the Eted

pqqpa.e whom they met spoke a language akin 10 theirs.

The Fante subdued the Etel along the coast
from Akumfi to Yamoranza and also defeated the Efutu,
Bguafo, Komenda and Shama, Under their chief Nana Enoog
- the Fante rounded Anomsbu gfter they had killed the Etsl

‘Mﬁ! Kwakwa nente. at Onyantase now kmown as Egya.
- he stary is told that Enog marricd an Etsi princess callec

m”ﬂ fron Egye., Enoc himself fipally
m final scttlement at Anomabu




ek esneits o

,E‘Bﬁior of Egya, Nana Okum, says that before thc Anomabu
Fort was built, the Dutch started the foundations of a

; lodge at Egya but left for Holland before completing ity
on their return they found the foundations had been
[;. destroyed by the Egya people, who believed that the
; . Dutch had hidden some treasures in the ground. The
Dutch were annoyed and moved to Anomabu where they built
their lodge in 1640, It is difficult to find traces of
this lodge at the site where it is said to have been built.
The site is on the shore quite near the house of the
chief's present palace. (An indication perhaps that the
site of Egya itself may have moved,)

When the war with the Etsi people was ended
and the invaders began to settle down they realised thet
the land immediately around Egya was not as fertile as
they had thought it to be. It became quite clear that
the only profitable occupation open to them was fishings
This at first appeared impposible because they had no
knowledge of fishing, Many of them therefore moved into
the more fertile areas in the hinterland and founded the
villages of Amoana, Adambo, Ogoockrom, Ekurabadze, Anomansa,
#nd several others, Those who remained at Egya were
forced by circumstances to learn to go to sea, Some of
the friendly people of Etsi who remained after the war *
‘hadAgathered themselves at a village about a mile from
Egya from where they were fishing., Some of the Egya
peoéle made friends with them and learned to fish from
them, ‘

The Etsi people realizing that the Egya people

ﬁere“nuw becoming friendly soon taught their new friends

3.t®3 ruﬁimants of sea—-going and fishing. Their success
-ﬁﬁﬁf§07m5m$.@eaple going down to the village Lor TN

_ ff £E‘time went on some of the learners settled



od Beya 11,
Some other Bgya I people Adiscovered a pond
further away from Bgyadamfo and wont there during the dry
season to colleot salt, Boon this beoame a profitabls
trade whioh attracted many people. This resulted in the
founding of Egya-akyemfo meaning Egys ealt collectors,
This village ie now known as Bgys I1I.

After the fall of the Bono Kingdom in 17LO
gome of the Djomo and Panti people lef't the Bono ares, as
a result of hardships and dissatisfaction ereated by the
war, to join their "brothers" in Gomos amd Pante, They
fought their way through Ashanti and Adanel and settled
near the new Btei espital ealled Akerakran which they
renamed Mankesem, So great was their nusber that the
Etsi people called them Pante Bore Bore, Some of the
Bore Bore FPanti moved southwards and joined their
"brothers" on the coast while others imposed themselves
on the Etsi people in the hinterland, Those who came
to the shore soon settled down and learnt Cfishing from
their "brothers" who had now qualified as expert
Tishermen.

The first Egys chief who fought in the Onyantare
war in which the Etsi were defeated ic known as Basi Afuna,
‘Hie name is still greatly honoured and he is considered
by the Egya people as the founder of Egya. He is also
remembered ss a powerful man, It is claimed that he was
80 powerful and influentiel thst no important state
Mm was oven taken in his absence by the Anomabu



i army was once 15,000 strong., The first and second

companies of the Egya army, namely Akomfodze and Tuafo,

were based at Egya No.I, while Kyerem the third company

- was based at Egya II, The main duty of the Asafo Company

was to fight the cnemy but in time of peaee members of
the companics helped each other in the clearing of the
bush and in the building of houses: (cf. p.73)

The means of communication in the Asafo company
was the drum, At the sound of the drum all members of
the company ran to the Asafo shrine without the slightest
hesitation. Each Asafo drum was sounded differently
from every other, The loyalty of every man in the village
Pirst went to his company. Nothing could stand between

a man and his Asafo, The Asafohene, who was in charge

-
of all the Asafo companies in Egya, lived at Egya II.

Baasli Afuna lived a peaceful life with his
peéple after the Nkonya war, in which the Fante became
involved, Nana Eduako who became chief of the Egya
people after the death of Nana Baasi Afuna enjoyed a
very peaceful reign, The Etsl people having been subdued
there was no cause for alarm from any gquarter since the
neighbouiiAé states were fll Fante who always went to war
together,

Nana Eduako was succeeded by Nana Yémoa, who,

like ﬁie predecessor, enjoyed a happy reign in which there

was no war, After Nana Yamoah's death he was succeeded

by Nana Baasi II who was followed by Nana Ofori. This
u,i%hng period‘br peace enabled the people to settle down
‘nﬁﬂ,tnfréagauat themselves to their new surroundings.,

ﬁﬁﬂtimm,aas flourishing, Slaves were sent

hediac e L .

2y
-



J‘ee'bahlished themselves as middlemen between the

@Mgﬂ@eans and the Ashantis and all the other people from
‘~£h§jhihberland. The powerful Ashantis refused to accept
any niddlenen especially when the slave trade was proving

highly profitable. This relationship of the Fante with

the Ashantis, coupled with the desire of the Ashantis

to expand their domain, led to a series of wars which the

AShantis waged against the Pante under varioué.pretexts.

Nana Okuntu who reigned in the early- years of

the nineteenth century ( d 1839) had a very difficult time,

After a very long and peaceful 1ife he was faced with -the
unplegsant duty of mobilizing his people to go to war
against the Ashantis in the year 1807.

Two Asin chiefs who had offended the Asantehene,
their overlord, took shelter with the Fante and later on
with the British Governor at Cape Coast. On the 14th day
of June 41807 the Ashanti army attacked the Fante from
Egya. Nana Okuntu and his army fought gallantly at a
place called ¥To Xo' méaning fight and die. When it

became evident that his men could not withstand the

powerful Ashenti army, Nana Okuntu fled to the sea shore
ﬁhsré'he was taken into a boat and rushed to Anomabu
VGQStle'far shelter.

e The Ashantis sent peacemakers to the Anomabu
to iﬁfoém them that they had no guarrel with them
at ﬁﬁ;y‘shauld stay out of the war, Strangely

e le efJAnomabu agreed to the terms of this
er not ‘honoured. The poor Egyas
e ”Whﬁn Nana Okuntu



 BéFiﬁto the castle are said to

_ into the sea and to have stayed on some rocks

. the Ashantﬁ.s retired, The Ashantis attacked tle
‘Gastle but the British Governor, Torrane, asked for a

tfﬁne and gave up one of the two Asin chiefs who was
still in the castle, to the Ashantis, He was also said
to have shared with the Asantehene the 2,000 men who
took shelter in the céstle. The Governor is said to
flayewsold his shareof the men' into slavery., The rocks,
on which some of the Anomabu people are believed to have
. taken shelter, can be seen in the sea quite near Anomabu
castle.

Nana Okum I, who succeeded Nana Okuntu, was
enstooled in 1840 and had the most difficult reign of all
the Egya chiefs. While Nana Okuntu's reign marked the
beginning of the Ashanti wars against the Fante, the
reign of Nana Okum fortunately saw the ead of the bitter
wars., Nana Okum and his pcople played a very lmportant
part in the Fante war against the Ashantis in 1853, and
agailn in 1856-~7.

In 1863 Kwasi Gyani, an Ashanti, discovered a
gold nugget but contrary to custom instead of giving it to
the Asantehene he ran away and found refuge with the
'Brigish. The Ashantis followed him and attacked the
Fanteé and the British in 1863, This war was followed by
a series of waps until the Ashantis were finally defeated

in 1874, A1l these wars took place during the reign of




R

Nana Okum Tawia who was fortunate to be
engtooled in time of peace, in 1887, proved to be an
extravagant and an irresponsible chief., There are
different versions of his history told., One states that

he lavishly made use of all the money his predecessors
had accumulated and finally started to pawn the gold
nuggets and jewels which hié predecessors had preserved
for the stool, The people became annoyed and deposed

: him, He was arrested and taken to the Omanhene at
Anomabu for trial by the state council,

Nana Amoono IV, chief of Anomabu, ordered that
he should be locked up in a cell until the next day when
he would be tried, but the next day when the door of the
cell was opened, Nana Okum Tawia was found dead. That
wasi ble end of an unpopular chieff, His dead body was
removed by his relatives to Egya where he was given a
pauper's burial, Another version states that he was
destooled for cowardice, After his death there was no
ehielt Paor tell years.

The present chief of Egya, Nana Okum Ababio II,
was born on 1st May 1899 and enstooled on 1st November
1909 when he was only ten years old. He would have
remained on the stool uneducated but for the kind
suggestion made by the paramount chief of Anomabu. So
after three years' reign he left for Anomabu to attend
school .

By 1920 he completed his standard seven, While
at school his maternal relative, Kof Arpoh, was made the
r»eoent o guard the stool; and even after school in 1920,
it was decided that he should work in order to gather
crperience,  He taught as a2 teaecher inv.the same Anglican
sechool in which the had completed his education., But
af'ter a year's téaching he left for Kumasi, the Ashanti
capital, where he became an assistant store-keeper in a

cotton print store. Later on he left to work in the



Provincial Commissioner's Office and finally he became

a cocoa=factor.

He came home 1n 1929 to relgns, He 18 all
affability and ever ready to help. The chief's generosity
to us was gnequalled and his knowledge of tradition is
profound.,

OFFICE HOLDERS AND THEIR DUTIES

Bgya I has many of her people scattered sbout
in sixteen small villages, The people of these villages
migrated from Egya I and so they share the same ancestry
and kinship, . At yearly ceremonial occasions these
people come to pay homage to the Egya chief. The villages
are Amoana, Akroful, Atwereboana, Kokoful, Bedzeben,
Afutuakwa, Wotsir No.1 and No.2; Obozdze, Egya No.II and
NowIII, Adambo, Akurabaadze, Anomansa, Ogokrom and
Taedo.

The village of Egya consists of a number of
lineages which form a political community under the chief,
who belongs to one of the first lineages - Anona - to
settle there., The affairs of the Egya are manéged by the
chief and his elders. The chief of Egya I is responsible
to the "Omanhene", the Paramount Chief, of Anomabu. The
head of eaech lineage is in turn responsible to the chief
of Egya I and his elders., The highest council consists
of the chief, his linguist, the 'Tufuhene' (leader of the

vadvance guard) and the 'Osahene'! (war leader); the
'Gyaasehene! is called in when it is a matter of great
importance, The Gyaasehene, traditionally responsible
sopWGhelisafoty of the chief ‘lives in one of the Egya
sub—villages called Akurabaadze

The men in authority are grom the aristocratic
clans from whichi leaders are always chosen. In the olden
déys the powers and privileges of the ruling clans were

greater, But recently, owing to the political development

¢ country and the decline of chieftaincy, the
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The Osahene comes from the 'KONA' e¢lan and his

genealogy is as follows

r _
: 2% . 4*1 o
(1) Nana Kwasi Adukuma T Charles = Abena Aforiwaan
(Died in 1916)

(1916~2L4 Vacant)

e

Kwame Tsctewa = Ekua Dzebaa Ekua = Kofi (2) Kwasi

l Betse Acqua Adu Kuma II
[ (1924~26)
% : *
) Kwaw Emu (4) Kwasi Adukuma III
(1927-1946) (1946 until now)
6 = female
& —qmale

Inheritance to the office of 'Osahene'! is
matrilineal, The symbol of the clan is a bush-cow
denoting bravery. The Osahene is the head of the three
Asafo companies - Akonfodze,; Tuafo and Kyeremfo, the
military associations of the people,

The present holder of this office lives at
Bgya If and he is at the same time the chief of Egya IIX.
He could only trace his genealogy as far back as 1916
when his great grand-uncle, Nana Kwasi Adukuma I died.
Kwame Atwere was made regent, because he was the late
chief's son and therefore ineligible for succession,

It was he who led the Asafo companies to the Ashanti-
Elmina war, He died in 1902 and the stool became vacant
until 1924 when Nana Kwasi Adukuma II was enstooled, but
e held office for only two years,

Between 1927-1946 Nana Kwaw Emu was the Osahene.
He was Nana Kwasi Adukuma II's sister's (Ekua Dzebaa)

* Horiy 'After him in 1946, the prescnt occupant Nana Kwasi
Adﬂ&nma.III was en;tooled.

Apart ffom leading the people to wars, the

helped the chief to administer law and order in
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the village, He settled cases and gquarrels among the
young men or the Asafo companies, and he had captains
working under him in controlling each company.

The next important elder of this village is
the Tufuhene who is chosen from the 'Anona' clan, This
stool is the next in importance after the Chief's stool.
The chief of Egya cannot be enstooled without the help
of the Tufuhene,

The Tufuhene, like the Chicf of Egya has a
linguist. The Anona elan, from which the Tufuhene,
1s chosen has the parrot as its symbol, showing fluency
sndeinte Ll ipenec s WG is e stogl which ‘can be oceupied
by & woman when there is no suitable male successor.
When Nana Feyi died, his sister, Agoa Foriwaa succeeded
him and, because there was still no male successor, she
was succeeded in turn by her daughter, Nkuruka Abakoma,
But immediately Abakoma's son was of age, he was made the

Tufuhene., Since Kweku Daadze died the stool has been

vacant.
Tufuhene ¢ Anona Clan
[#’ '; e [ 0
Nana Anamoa Nana Feyil Unknovn = Agoa Foriwaa
st ‘ o

= Nkuruka Abakoma

e
Kweku Daadze

AL the administpative and judleisl duties of
the Bgya division of the Anomabu state were exercised by
the chief in council with his two prinecipal advisers, In
eddition to his two principal and titled advisers (who
are eonsidercd again below) the chief was represented in
eaeh village by an odikro or village hehd.

It was the duty of the Adikrofo to see to it
that law and order.was maintained in their respecetive
{'yillages. Any breach of the law was reported to the chief

gh the representative linguist.



; The ohief has n lingulet or spokesman who may
be chosen from any family in the villoge for his

intelligence and ability to talk coherently. ¥He nccom-
panics the chief to any function., He should have been
present when the chief met any strongers but he wos
cbsent in almost all our interviéws.

The traditional duties of the chief are many,
In the first place he is the eﬁbodiment and guardian of
their anoestrnl'spirits. He is thie occupant of the great.
stools and keéper of the peoples' gods sent from Techiman,
Oon ceremoninl oceasions he presents the gods with drink
and food, The chief and his people of Egya regerd the
Almighty God as the Supreme Being who created Heaven and
Earth, the one who gives ranin, food and 1ife - '"Twirdiom-
pong' on whom rests everything - but they believe their
little gods and stools to be the mediators who can perform
anything immediately.

It is the chief who decided with his Tufuhene
and Osahene whether the people should go to war. He
provided guns and gunpowder for wars, Apart from wars
the chief and his tWo elders were responsible for the
daj—to—day administration of the village. The maintenance
of law and order was his responsibility.

The post of a gueen-mother has been long

~extinet in Egya, otherwise the enstoolment of a chiel
could not be done without hef. What obtains now is that,
before a chief is enstooled, the Tufuhene, Gyaasehene,
the late chisfs' sons and grandsons hold consultations to

choose someohe from the royal families, Whoever is chosen

by the these king-moakers becomes a chicf-elect and should

é&@Wn to ond accepted by the people or commoners.,

s commoners, would present charges against

ene, The charges would be served on



IIITRG Lk Aoctivel SUdtibiod aven Baove he hante over

the parapheranlins and other things to the Gysrschene
(who 1ives in another emnll village near Akursbondze,

, under Egyn).

B The poroamount chief of Anomabu belongs to the
same olon as the ohdel of Egyn, It wee sald thot any
"royal" from Egyn is eligidle for the parasountey of
Anomobu, Tho corpecs of nn Anomnbu parasmount chief
onnnot be washod unless the Egyo chioel ie prosont,

.“A.
b
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. Quite recontly, there has not been any marked
distinction between the chicls ~nd olders on one hand and
| tho commdners on the othor hend, But, necording to tie
chief, it wno not so many yoars ago. The politicnl hend,
the elders and the ruling cl=n looked down upon the
commoners and the latter could be sbused with nll conteoxgpt,
Even an nged offonder could be anaked to knuel dowm bLefore
the chief and eldors and to be treated with disrespect,
The commoners lave ample voloe in the dny=-40-
day administration of the village, They =re consultod
on.all sattors alffsoting the village and na for destoolmont
of ¢ chief, thay can relly round to got o chief off
inmediately AT ho shows disrespect nnd rules arbitrarily.
B s The chief is bound by his octh (tnken at his installation)
to consult the elders on =2ll mntters affecting the village,
‘ Thus the actusl politicel body of the village consists
"'j"vi-?:,_;_.ﬁ of the Chief, the Tufuheno and the Ossheno, Wnile wo
. mere in the village they met very seldom but the ohtef

' m not umm. Oon two ditromnt tines
- ‘ﬂnu' W mzo- to the chilef to aset
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Today the authority of the chief has diminished.,
Hls® Judicial, ang to a greater extent his administratiﬁe
duties have been taken over by the Local Councils and the
Local Courts. Egya is part of the Mfantsiman Local
Council which is composed of eleven councillors popularly
elected from the States of Anomabu, Abura, Nkusukum,
Ekumf'i, Mankesim, Abeadze and Kwaman, The headquarters
of the Council is at -Saltpond. The present relationship
between the Local Council and the Egya people is not
very cordis=il, The people complain that they Have paid
leydesisinec S thcantreduction ef the Local Council
system but they have not derived any benefits. A visitor
Lesticithirce villagesbof Egya will notice, however, the
pPRESENee eE el radiof Pediffision serviece in the village
and also a pilpe-borne water supply.

The new pos;tion githeschnefiastguite clicars
He acts dn a1l matters purely in an advisory .capacity.
He exerecises judicial peowers. only in cases of breaches
of the customary laws, He very often acts as an arbitrator
In petty domestic quarrels and family disputes. He is
regarded as the father of his people to whom all and
sSiidmyScon tor e dviiee i bilme  of trmoubile, | The chief
Lherekone lcontinues: Lol exercise a great deal of influence
oVerSGhesperal duifte of the pecople of Egyae

CLAN AND LINEAGE
Dr., J.Be Christensen studied the Fanti of

Anomabu and had published a detailed account of their

deseent system, (see Double Descent among the Fanti.

New Haven., 1954). This account describes Egya features
only. The Fantis, like the other Akan peoples, use the
word "ebusua' to connote both the local)matrilineage, a
localised and corporate group, and also the large,

totemic matriclan which Has many distinct local units and *
includes all people sharing the same totem, For the

purpose of this study we shall use "ebusuakuw" ("kuw"



c@lleative responsibility and moral solidarity

1Q?ﬁég§rd=to.suﬂh,th1ngs as inheritonce ond debts, It

éeh§i$ﬁs of members of the saome or cloéely related
‘hbuSehold usually déscendants of a common great grandfather,
The phrase "extended family" will be used to deseribe this
group.

An ebusua, of whatever order, consists of all
the dewcendants, of both sexes, of a single known
ancestress in the unbroken female line,

The ebusua system of the Fanti is the mainstay
i their political snd soecisl organisaticne Each member
Of the community belongs to an ebusua. All members of
an ebusua of thg same generation are addressed by the
same term: a person's mother, mother's sisters, and all
women of'the.mother‘s generation are "na" (mother); all
men of the same generation as the motherfs hrpether are
referred to as "wofa" (mother's brother); maternal
grandparents and all ebusua members of the same generatioq
as the grandmother are "nana" (grandparents or grand-
children, the reciprocal being also "nana"); a woman
pailg her children and all children in the ebusua of the
éamgiggneration-"ba" (ehild); though a man also refers to

his children as "ba'", all children in the ebusua of the




Oyoko, Agon:, Egusna
Buffalo or Bush Cow Ebiradze, Idomna, Dehyent 4
Crow or Fox - 9
Leopnrd Eburotow

The Fantis do not think that thoy =arc descended

from thedr totens, which are rather regaprded as sysbols
which illustrate those characteristics that are typlcal
b of particulor ebusunkuw members. The Nsona peoplc are
“+ said to be as wise and cunning as the fox, the Anona as
X ‘ patient =8 the hawk or the parrot, the Twidan as houghty
'L‘ a8 the leopard, the Kw nn as inquisitive as the buffalo;
the Adwenadze as peaceful as the fish; Ntwea as quick as
b the dog ond .the Aboradze as fruitful as the plantain,
The totem, excluding the plantain, is toboo to all
. e members of thot ebusuckuw; ond the cnimal peferred to
as "nua" or brother; for the proverb states, "a leopard
does not eat a leopard".
When an sbusun mects as o group, or &8s part
of the ebusunlkuw at a funeral cercmony or any festival,
the linguist speaks to the ebusuckuw only after he has
T eallad the members to attention by using the appropriate
'qpolhtim of the ebususkuw. The following are the
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It has been difficult to trace the origin of
the ebusuakuw, since the Akans generally consider it
impolite to discuss the origins of people, particularly
the origins of others, This is in keeping with the maximn,
whiéh ig a moral Injunction as well as of a legal ruleg
that no one should reveal another's origin. This
reticenee is associated with the presence of-.slaves or
slave descendants, in the society who have no known
genealogies. It is considered degrading, slanderous and
objectionable to indicate the slave-status of another and
to refer to a slave as such or point out slave ancestry,
unless the individusl is the master of the slave,

Every ebusua has a consecrated stool (ebusua-gua
or akongga}. The rellgious component of the ebusua is
symbolised by the ancestral stool and the spirit of the
ancestors (asamanfo)., Fanti strongly believe that the
ebusua-gua or akongua is inhabited by the ancestral
gpirits and as such look up to the dead for protection
and guidance, It is for this reason that libation is
poured to the spiPis® of the dead,

The ebusua-gua is normally a small stool that
was a personal property of a prominent male of the
ebusua who distinguished himself in warfare., After his
death the stool was consecrated by his ebusua.and
preserved, A speeial »oom.in the ebusua-fie is set apart
as 2 stool room where the stools and the drums (akyen)
if any, are kept. Females and unauthorised persons are
not allowed to enter the stool rooms.

The stool usually bears the name of a prominent
ancestor. In Egya I the stool of the Royal Family bears
the name "Okum" after one of the origihal ancestors. The
present occupant, Mr. Kobena Ampiah, is called by the
stool name, Nana Okum Ababio II. v

; | Fanti believe that the spirits of the cminent

ancestors of the ebusua are incorporated into the stool




\mhﬁ stoel is jealously guarded and every

39@@1a1 rltuals are perfarmed, for example the
Qurifieatian or washing of the stool. This is known as
th@ “Eguaénto"‘ This ceremony will be described later,

It must be noted thht the stool is never used

by the ebusua-panyin i.e. lineage-head, as an ordinary

stool. He never sits on the ancestral stool which is

‘most sacred, Sacred stools are rarely publicly displayed,

alfhough they were at times teken to war in the past to
make men fight valiantly to prevent their capture,

Bach of the lineagcs or ebusua has o male head
(ebusuapanzin) who is often also one of the chief's
counelllors, He is chosen from among all the living male
members df the clan, irrespective of age or generation,
with the consent of the members of both sexes of the
ebusua, Personal gualities of tact, leadership,
intelligence and knowledge of affairs determine the
choice, as well as birth (he should be free-born).

It is the duty of the cbusuapanyin with the

‘2ld and advice of the older men and women, to watch over

the welfare of the group. He has the duty to settle

disputes between any of his fellow members. He is

lthe'ebusua's chief representotive in its politiecal and

1ega1-r-e1ation~s with other lincages and with the total

communlty. He organises funerals of members and shares

'Q‘ﬁﬁb debts aacrulng from such funerals among its members,

rad stocls of the ebusua. On the occa81on of

L

or’washlng the stools, he and his

i
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At any time that the ebusua is in difficulty
the ebusuapanyin may pour = libation to the ancestral
spirits or gods, requesting assistance for the group.
Individual members of the lineage may bring offerings to
him for the ancestral spirits in cases of personal
misfortune er in expistion of sin or sacrilege, He should
be informed of all marriages, divoreces, births and deaths
in his group or any accidénts or misfortunes involving a
member, for he is expected to go to his aid.

Besides the ebusuapanyin who is usually a male
we have the "obaatan" (senior woman) who assists the
cebusuapanyine. Her duty is to wateh over the morals of the
women and the girls, to supervise such feminine matters
as girls! puberty ceremonies and to help make peace in
family quarrels.

One would be astonished by the affection with,
which members of the same clan, but of different local
lineage, behave towards one another as if they were
distant kin of the same lineage., A stranger éoming to
town will go to the head of the ebusua belonging to his
or hew cbususkuw for a land en which te Parm, and if he
renains, he may evenbually beeeme a member, In Egya I
a few of the clans hove an ebusua-fie (clon house), where
Bocms Hevie been rFescrved for strangerss  These rooms could
be acecupied by strangers, belonging to the same ebusuakuw,
free of rent. During his stay the stranger is assured of
every possible assistance régnrding debt, sickness and
deatin, He really’becomes almenherntand T a brother of the
ebusua he came to meet. He may assist in paying off the
debt of the ebusua especially at funeréls and 1s at

1Liberty te enjoy rights attached to this obligetion., It

must be noted, however, that his membership does not

confer automatically, rights to property and office in a

lineage other than his own.,
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* A stranger may sometimes be buried by the
ebusua but some fear is entertained by the ebusua
regarding the use of their burial place by strangers.
For example the Royal ebusua of Egya I does not allow
strangers, even though members of the same ebusuakuw,
to be buried at the ebusua "nsamanpow" (grave yard) for
fear that the descendants of the stranger may claim the
land in future on the grounds that their ancestors were
Wuried therey ' I[n Kpya T & special burisl place known as

"ananabenasiei" (burial place for strangers) has been set

agide far the buprial of strangeps.

Members of the ebusuakuw have strong sentimental
tles uniting them and these imgpl them to_look after one
another as brothers and come to one another's aid in times
of difficulty. Thié brotherly attitude is predominant
at the death of a member, On this occasion the ebusua
makes every possible arrangement to have the dead buried
and to pay the cost of the funeral. The only part played
by the children of the deceased (if there are children),
1s the provision of the coffin and bedding in which the
deceeased ‘s 183d and the cloths used in eovering the
COPDPSE.

The provision of the coffin have sometimes
brought cbout disputes between ths children of tle
deeeased and the ebusua which has sustaimed the loss.

If the father educated the children, it is expacted

that a more costly coffin befitting the deceased should
be provided by them. .There have been occasions on which
the ebusua had refused to accept coffin presented by the
children of a deaeased member and the children have becn
asked to provide a more suitable one, A lavish Puneral
compensates a deceased Father for the troublc he took to
educate the children, who, according to custom, belong to,

i) the ebusua of the mother. kg
g X . ,‘t

e
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of funerzls and important ceremonics and some come home,

e

e 1208 B
l@s~regarded-aﬁ incestuous, requiring the sloughtering

f%@Jenable them to rcfund expenses incurrcd on their

‘behalf by their relatives. Members are usually informed

especially at the death of a close relative,

L preat deal of importance is attached to
attendance of funcrals by members of the ebusua since it
is believed that one's failure to attend funerals without
a good cause will incur the displeasure of the spirit of
the dead and the person invelved may be coalled by the
Bpirits of the dead to explain, This means the death of
the person concerncd,

Marrioge is forbidden between members of the

same matrilineage, including accessory lincages, which

have been attached to authentic lineages, for four or
more generations., Exogamy was formerly the rule for all

members of the ebususkuw and any marrioge betwecn members |




there is a preference among men,

~ a“mother' br@ther's daughter,

.~éffbr‘this departure from the general rule was that

-;,thésé marriages were contpacted'befween two parties who
although members of the same claon, were not close relatives;
that‘is, they were of the same clan but of different

lincages, ebusua., It is possible for two members of the

game clan to marry when the two of them are not eligible
to be buried in the same ancestral burilial place or grave
or "nsamenpow", or when each of tlem doecs not contribute

BEUEY OfL debis incurred ot the funeral of one of the

members of the family of the other,

10 38 the duty of the father to merry for his
sor and to give his daughter's hand in marriasge to a man
who proposes marriage to her. The consent of both
perents, though not legally compulsory, is by usage
-deemed indispensable for any marriage.

It used to be considered sinful for a girl to
ﬁnnseive before her puberty ceremony, and the girl might’
iﬁﬁn'be expelled from the community. Now most parents

':,vﬂo‘nmt take such a serious view but reprove the daughter




QDMO a father is oonsidered s an
able wrong which brings 111 luck to the ohild,
Mn childron give due rospoot to tholr fathors,

A study of the genealogdos of the Egyn I
people revealed that tlere arc reprosentative of seven
cbusuakuw 1= Anonn, Bguansn, Kwona, Aboradze, Neons,
Adwenndze, Twidan, Ntwea is the only clan not roproscntod
in the villnge. The Anonn gbugualuw falls into four
distinet linengee which do not obscrve corporate
rosponsibilitics as one Lnona cbusun, They do not sharc
funeral expenses and debts,

Out of the 364 people enumeratcd during the
Survey the clmns or ebusuakuw wore represented as follows :-
1. Anona (Grouwp 1) ... ... 62 people
' fOrowp 2) .uo oo 51 "

ROPOND 3)  see e A ®

(Growp 4) o0 +.. 4O ™
2. Eguona S T -
3. Kwona PN TG .
4. Aiboradze ohu . eksl lawe BB W

5. Nsona .-e.n . ew .. 33 "
© 6. Adwenndze e “ee e | .
7" mm .. ... “ne 6 »

Unrclated members ... N 12 "

N ey & "inrelated" has becn used here to cover nll

tho‘aehpo_ople not related to any members of the existing

clzms in the villago. They are all strangers who camec to

m the village and include five Yoruba-speoking




_ iy Mwi. Blios cn Merin; Ok Ababloy
f;wB ,aauaxruna was the first head of the lineagc, After

v

‘:;J:hiﬁ;@a@ﬁh he was succeeded in turn by Edu Arko, Yamor,
”fBaaéi, Ofbri, Okuntu, Okum, Okum Tawia and Okum Ababio
who was the last successor from whom the present chief,
Nana Okum Ababio II received his name,
Tracing from the matrilineal line, Eku, the
first woman amongst them, married and brought forth a
e » daughter called Akowa; Akowa begot Sakum, Sakum begot
Egyaa Kankye, Egyaa Kankye begot Okum Tawia, Okum Tawia
F begot Aforba, Aforba begot Nguresiwa, Nguresiwa begot Owu;
all these pedple are desd, It is from this matrilineal
Iine that the uterine.descendants of the Inona ebusua in
Egya I and Egya II emerged. It is possible to trace the
‘ lineage line of some of the ebusuakuw from these early
ancecstors., Most of these have been repeated in later
generatioﬁs and some of them can be found in Egya I and
Egya II now., If some one bears thc name Egyaa Kankye
it is believed that he is the descendant of Egyaa Kankye,
one of the early ancestresses.

Each of the cbusua in Egya I has an ebusua-gua

6r.akongua (the stool of the ebusua) which is believed

tc have been anheblted by the spirdbs of the ancestors
» @£ the partlcular gbusua, In most cases the stools dare
‘ ?ﬁstools which were used hy thelr first ancestor when living

:f( after hls denoth had been consecrated and

ancestor was in the stool, The stools

are earedkﬁem by the various heads



%n"b this festival = grand one,
5 The chief described briefly how the ritunl
Mm to the 'ckongua' is performed in his ebusua and
we discovered that the proccdure is general ond is practised _‘
” 211 cbusun., The ceremony usuclly takes place on the 4
Tuesday of "aguaa=~dubisko" (the eleventh Mondoy after the

eelcbration of the Ahobas Kumn, =2 festival which is
usually celebrated on the third Priday of May)., On the
Monday night preceding the festival, drums arc beaten
till the next day., In the early hours of the morning
nenmbers of the ebusus who wish specinl prayers to be snid
for them bring rum te the ebusun-panyin seo that when he
goes to perform the ccrumony in the stool room he may take

it with hin to be poured to the spirits of the ancestors,

“.,:' £oR N On this occasion the stool room is entered

only by the Ngyaasefo, For this ccremony goats and not
M are killed and the blood of the goats 1s mixed with

?n nm- ond poured into a brass basin in vhich e
s leoves ef 'tutumbirkaknhwymodnn"

‘3

2]

|
3 bi

" This concection in the basin is used in
: After the woshing She stools are




fg@rects of the daughter such as clothes, necklace, ear-rings,

etc. The daughter aslso may at any time use anything

i

: and use the same cooking utensils despite

that thay'have different huébands. A mother

can also e personal

belonging to the mother without restitution. 4
Regarding the relationship between mothher and 2

son, the son could collect, for example, trinkets from hist

-mother to be used by his wife when in need, but these would

Defreturncd to the mother later. These practices often
embarrass wives of sons as they do not feel free and
comfortable in using something belonging to their husband's
mothers, The wives would prefer going to their own mothers
ek isiueh. things,

In this village daughters—in-law who do not

stay with their husbands' mothers sometimes send to their

mothers—in-law such things as water, fish from the catch
of their husbands and firewood. Besides this casual
presentation of water, fish and firewood, custom domands
that wives of sons should give Christmas presents in the
form¢0f firewood, fowls, yams, sponge, soap and towels to

ths'mnﬁhers and fathers of their husbands, On the other

' hond daughters—ln-law are reluctant to approach mothers of

5%hﬂlr hHSbaads<for such things as fish, water and foodstuffs;




2 cr mother' s house.

In this village sons, after having married,

- still make it o point to send part of the day's cateh to

the father or mother, This is a way of helping parents
¥ith their subsistence,
The relationship tetween sons-in-law and their

fathers—in-law and mothers-in-law regarding the presentation

of gifts d4s the same as described on the side of the

daughters-in-law to their parents-in-law, Sons-in-law
regard the fathers and mothers of their wives as their own
fathers and mothers and should do anything that is
requested of them, The mother-in-law is at liberty to
reciprocate gifts sent to her by sons-in-law; it is only
in rare éases that fathers-in-law reciprocate gifts
sént to them, |

Fathers=in-low and mothers-in-law help with the
settlement of any disputes that arise between husband
and wife; During the day most married men and women live
in the houses of their parents. The women do all their

eookiﬁé in these houses and the Tood is sent to their

f_hmgbﬂﬂﬁs but.in exceptional cases the husbands come to

-ﬂheir wives to eat. In the night the women go to sleep

ir husbands and return the following day. This is
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s@é&ﬁa@ﬂélathS; unbrellas, gold ornaments, house and land

 owned by the stool, the proceeds of which are used for
~ the upkeep of the chief and the ahenfie. When a chief \
dies, or is destooled, the stool property is left for

his successor, It is the custom in this village that one

who succeeds a deceased chief should marry the wife of
the former chief, The present chief considers this
practice outmoded,

The ebusua property includes ancestral lands
for the use of the group, immovable property such oS
houses, wealth, tools, fishing equipment and any
property or goods that have been inherited from a kinsman
ar obtained by using ebusua funds. With the exceptilion
@F the cbusua land, the items enumerated under this
heading are ihherited within of the extended family,

Personal or acguired property includes such
things as land, houses, equipment or wealth a man has

aeguired through his own effort without the use of funds

_of the ebusua or the assistmance of his kinsmen, It is to

this pre of property that members of the extended
fémily:pay particular attention, since it often brings
.5bauﬁ 1§ng~standing feuds Letween members of the extended
'anmily'in caggévwhere the verbal or written will of the

ased was not executed, This type of property can only

r «of seniority: brothers, sisters,
: i, In the absence of the
.<g§f¥é the mo@ggbfs'

ters,




It is believed that the spirit of the dead
still inhabit the property of a dcceased person and
therefore personal effects of the dead shouid remain
untouched for a year following burial, after which period
the spirit is thought of as not inhabiting the property
eny longer, On the occasion of the "afedgi d=" (a year
after the burial of the deceased) members of tle extended
family gaether together to pour-a Tibatieon to the spilrit
of the deceased and g£fter this the property is handed
over to the appointed heir,

Funerary Rites

The general Akan customs are followed., It
must, however, be noted that when a person dies in Egya,
members of his ebusua give him six yards of cloth whieh is
known as ebusua-tam, It is with this cloth that the dead
identifies himself to members of his ebusua when he goés
to hades (samanadze), It is believed that on the arrival
in hades he shares the cloth with the dead he goes to meet,

When a father's sibling dies it is customary
dn thie willage thaot the children belonging ‘to the father
come together to present two yards of cloth to the dead,
For example, if my brother dies, my children and the
children of any of my brothers are bound by custom to
clothe my dead brother who is their uncle, This is a

sign of respcet paid to their father's brother who they

call '"father! zlso.
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Fig. 3
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AFFINAL KIN
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THE_ASAFO
Origin

Informants stated that the Asafo came into
existence as a result of tribal wars, The Fantis, like
the rest of the Akans, had no standing army, and, prior
to the formation of the Asafo, they had no organised
body for the defence of their land, In the event of war
the people went to battle under the command of lineage
heads with thelir matrikinsmen., Thus at the beginning
military serviece among the Akans was based on kinship.
BEvery able bodied member of the Ashanti community was
e ille i oriniiitary i Serviee , and teek is plisce during
war. in the army within his lineage group and under his
lineage head, Thus military service was based on kinship
whieh we's alseol thel basis of Tthe political organisation.
In this situation coprdination of the forces of the several
groups was not easy,.

Some informants asserted that the Asafo
SySten-ameng the Bantis Torloinated as a result of ‘the
Ashanti raids on the coast, while others maintained
tiag s thie SElantils Myeoucht it alens with them te the ®easht
from Tekyiman mmentheymiorated from there, | The latter
oplnioniappears more authentiec, bearing in mind that the
Assto organization is not peculiar to Fantiland, but to
glilisthe Nsan wribesy i [n censonsnee with this latter
opLnIet;Col DeNEGra R Johnsen tecords ‘that the Asafe
threughout Fantiland owes 1ts later develepment and
growth, and not its origin "which was from the time
Ee s borittiFan icd S et Pekyimar and beyeond to seek fresh
Tields and pastures new", to outgide aggressors such as
the Ashantis,

Duties

The LAsafo served as a standing Army which could

leeSoallied  npen st any time to take up arms e defend the

land against agsression. As time went on and the Asafo
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grew in strength and staeblility its duties multiplied and
included social, political and religlous duties within
the state as well.

ThEeNASe o becane stke Vlabour foree fop 2ll command
work in the wvillage and the state as a whole, ' The Asafo
constructed roads connecting towns, and made paths to
streams and ouvher places of public interest. They cleaned
the town, dug graves f@® thc dead, defended the people

\
against robbers, chased murderers and hunted wild animals
thaﬁ harassed tle people. They werg responsible for
fighting fires in the town, saving people from drowning
at sea and organizing scarch parties for the missing.
They carried the chief in his palaguin during his instal-
lation axd on ceremonial occasions, and escorted him when
he went out on publlc occasions or travelled to other
statess

The Asafo played a prominent part in state
politics. Through the Asafo, the common man had his
voice in the government, The Asafo had the power to
approve or disapprove of a candidate for a stool, and
although the selection of a chief is the responsibility
Bndiragbien the istool family, no candlidate eleeted
could be installed chief without the approval of the
Asafo, The Asafo could cause the destoolment of a chief
who, through his actions or behaviour, ceased to satisfy
thema

The Asafo also figures_prominently in the annual
religious ceremcnies of the State., On these occasions
the Asafo companies paraded in the streets, drumming,
singing and firing guns. They also p}ayed a significant
part in the performance of Puncral rites both of their
own mempbers and of the chief and other important

pepsenalities “of the town,
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Tioe Supi is & senior officecr of each company,
He is the custodlan of the funds, ammunition and parapher—
malia of his company. He setitles disputes between members
SRR neNeEnEn Rt e nelips el s elidens | he Sees that
peace Ls malntained among the members and that the
Asafohemfo (captains) PeEfernNtierRduny properlve  On
Slccoun NS tEIe S e el alll yewi th regard to settling
disputes and maintaining peacec, he is often called
Weabeatan® S bhat s Tueother' of the company, Depending
upon 1ts sizc, & company can have more than one sSupi.
ThesgffaicemisMhicred i tary,  becornding: tol J.B. Christensen
EhieNeitiice s nheritedipate rnaliby dideseending to: a brother
SENEE s s S Thisi s sl pontirned: By disCs De Graft Johnson
whovadds, nowever, thet a nephew may be seleeted if he
succeeds to the uncle's property. At present things are
changing and sucecession to this office is shifting to
thesmaternal "side: At Hoya ithe suceession te the office
is now matrilineal, This change has been influenced
mostly by the faet that the Asafo is now more or less a
purely socio—political organization in which military
funetions have virtually disappearcd.

The Asafohemfo are the captains of the fAsafoe.
In war cach Asafohene takcs esommand of a section of his
people numbering from 10 to LO. They receive their
erdens diveectly from flke Supis In pDeaec they are
resﬁonsible for organization and maintenance of disci-
plinesin thelr: sections,  Thelr insigniz is the "Abaal,
a2 whip., £, company can have as many captains as it thinks
epnyvenient, These officers 2lso serve as bodyguards for
thelr Pamily stools. The Asafohene of Company Nosl, Twafo,

i

at Egya No.I, lnherited the office from his uncle.,

eSS pa b ol ithe Asaflg sl 1 its drum. . The
office of tke drummer, Okyerema, is therefore a very
important one. The Okyerema can beat his drum to praise

andiexvol o to encourage and spur on, to rally and challenge,
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to dircot his company to advance or retront on the
3.§§$tlbfield. Every member of the Asofo is obliged to

lenrn cnd undorstond the longunge of his company's drum,
When appointed to the post, a drummer is presentced with
a red silk loin-cloth and an amount ranging from 13s,6d.
to 278, A drummer has his own bodyguard which nunbers
not less then a dozen men, This office is not hercditary
and anybody with the talent for drumming cen become an

Okyerena,

B> Another important office is that of
"Frenkaskitsanyi", the flagbearer, The Ascfo holds the

5 flag in very high estecm and the honour to his flag is

! the first considerstion of 2 member of a company. The
flagbearer carries the flag to war and on ceremonicl
parades, and to whetever places the company goecs., The
flagbearer must be agile, brave and daring, He mores
about with a bodyguerd of a dozen or more men, known as
tAsekambofo", They have to sce that the flog is never
captured by the enemy, as that will be the greatest

By hunmiliation the Asafo can sufier, On his appointment

the "Frankaaskitsanyl" is prescnted with a red silk loin-

cloth similar to that of the Okyereme and an amount of

13s.6d. or more, The office is not hercditary.

The "Asafo-kamfo'" is the priest of the Ascofo
god,. , He reaches this office by being possessed by the
"obosdm“ (god) of the Asafo. He propitiates the gods,
performs divinations, invokes the blessings and protection
of the gods up;n tle Asafo and provides menmbers with

protective médicines. Every compony has its own "Okopmfo',.

]

belongs to his father's compény. But a

;&Lhis‘Amﬁfowwhzn circunstences demend ite
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-hmnpsna to belong to a compony different from hie

rather‘a company. In such a ease his uncle's Asefo has
to apply to his father's Asafo for his relocsc,

As soon as a boy comes of age, at nbout twenty,
the father provides him with a gun, and he is allowed to
ﬁake the oath of nllegiance to his company after which he
is ,considered on active mgmber of the company. Entry
always precedes marricge. Both males and females are
members of the Asafo.

It is significant to note that although the
Fonti system of inheritanee is matrilineal, a child
follows into his father's Asafo, This.makes the Asafo a
parallel patrilineal organization to the matrilinezl clan
organization known as the Abusua, which cuts across the
matrilineage systems A child inherits his father's
Asafo because, according to Fanti belief, it is the father
who gives the child his spirit., A child therefore
inherits the father's military prowess and bravery, and
as the father's spirit which the child inherits is in his
fsafo, it is only natural that the child also should
belong to the same Asafo., In this situation a personts
obligation to his father's company takes precc dbnce over
all his other affiliations including the Abusua. In the
event of eivil war a person will thercfore not scruple to
take arps égainst his own kinsmen or Abusua if they
happén,tb_belong to another company, as servige to his
company is the ﬂﬁ@t'indispensable duty of the citlzen.

T Exﬁérnal wars, although the Asafo moved out

‘ A as companles in their prepcr order, they want as one body

fr@m each State. In this 81tuation the Asafo partisan

:gﬁﬁrit ﬂns cast aside ond the ASﬂfo and the Abusua

1do by side in recovering bodies of the dead and
' unded from the battleficld without thinking




This was originslly o small mound of swish
two feot high, and usually situsted under a

es have been put up in place of these mounds with
rﬁ'dasigms and decorations. Companics which cannot

fis

In consonance with the Akan belief in epirits
inhabiting material objects, and residing in certein trees,
.nnd‘continuing to reside in drums carved out of such

trees, the Asafokyen (Asafo principal drum) is lookcd

upon as & god, and it is in faet the primary obosom of

‘the Isafo company.

;;' , Asafo drums are carved cut of the wood of the
i Odum tree. This tree is believed to be the 2bode of a
god, As such, before the tree is cut down, cert=in rites
have to be performed to propitiate the obosom. These
rites consist of offering drinks and eggs or fowl to the
ébosom. When the carving is done, the skin of the odebo,
the red deer, is used in covering the head of the drum,
TQg skin of this animal is belicved to have some charms

]

inherent in it which arc capable of luring human beings to

Wheﬁ&ﬂhe drum is completed, it is taken to the
f the town where a furthcer sacrifice of drinks
: i*@ﬂa@ute the obosome The drum is then

sketry. Finally it
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There are four kinds of Asafo drums, the

Tonton, the Apenteng, the Ansaba, and the Kobina Manso
or Yeakyen Manso. The former three are used for
cercmonial drumming and dancing and the latter, the
Yeakyen Manso, Tor summoning and rallying up members of
the company for meetings, or in time of emergency. The
drums are never taken out of their storage room for use
without pouring libation to the gods residing in them,

A small pot is placed in a corner at the storage room
and drinks offered to the gods are poured into 1it. In
the process of pouring libation to these gods, as I
witnessed at Egya IIl, a little of the drink is poured on
gach of the drums before the rest is poured into a little
DPOT

Installation of Officers

When a person is sclected and approved of by
theWASalossnetiisEbelcen 60 the Seanpany. poste | He iisiearricd
shoulder high on muskets and taken round the post or
Shrinelthreelgimess, - Libatien sk then poured amnd his
forehead is marked with eclay mixed with the liquor used
for the Libation,. After this he is carried again in the
manner, described above all through the town and to each
of the other company posts as an announcement of his
acecession to the office. He is then confined. indoors for
a8 week during which period he is fed by the Asafo and
prepereditor the dag of his lnstallations , On the
seventh day the new officer and his men spend the night
camping on the outskirts of the town where they keep on
drumming and singing until tle next morning, In the morning
e ‘has a rithal bath and having been dressed in the best
attire, he is carried %riumphantly to the Company shrine
where the entire company and the old officers are gathered,
There he takes his oath of office, swearing before the
entine eompary thet he will answel their call in any

emergency, in war or in peace, in rain or sunshine, night
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or day; and $hat 1f he fails any day to live up to his
oath he should be dealt with accordingly. The other
officers in turan swear to him, pledging their support and
full co-operation with him i the executdon of his duties,
At s s e reiitheNae ot leer presents drinks, usually In
money, to the company, part of which is used in sending
notification drinks (usually 2s.6d.) to each other
company in the state, thereby seeking. thelr recognition
for the new officer.

Posthumous Installation

ILny officer who dies before his formel
installation 1is installed posthumously before the
nermel runerel 'rites are performed for him. A vigil is
kept as usual on the outskirts of the towm, (see Section
Ceremonies, below) . The following morning the body is
carried on a stretcher, taken round the town and brought
el oiars) vioihity of the company shrine, There three guns
are fired and he bdcomeg amskEallilied N The body st thien
taken to the house for the normal funeral rites.

Funerals

When a member of the Asafo dies, his company
keeps a vigil for him. The burial takes pl;ce the
Following da . After the burial the family of the
deceased formalily netifies his company by sending some
diednilatis U Bay viis s thieni Bixed for the funeral ecelebration,
On the appointed day, the Asafo gathers at the company
pest and Ereom Ehere procceds to the house where the
funeral is being celebrated, led by the "Frankaakitsanyi™
and his bodyguard, Ffollowed by the drummers, and then by
the rest of the company.‘ Where a company has to pass
throwgh another village messengers are sent to the village
head (odikro) along with some drinks to inform him of
their passing threugh his town and to assure him that
their mission is peaceful., The Asafo then enter tle town

where the Odikro and his elders have assembled, provide
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them with drinks,. and they in turn give a brief enter-
toinment before passing on, Failure to ddhere to this
procedure may resﬁlt in serious consequences, a3 the
Lsafo of the town in question will not allow the company
to pass through., At the funeral the company puts up a
display of drumming, danecing and firing of guns in giving
the last honour to the deceased comrade. |

Funeral expenses afe the responsibility of the
Lbusua of the deseased. The Asafo only gives donations
which range from 10s.6d. to 21s. (according to the rank
of the deceasecd) to the fbusua, Double the amount of
whatever donation is given .is paid'bhck to the Asafo By
the wife of the deceased, According to Christensen the
wifle pays back this amount to the Asafe because it is
held that the ‘wealth of the deceascd will new go to hew
Abusue and that this is therefore the last opportunity the
company will have to obtain payment from him, This
explanation does not appear to be reasonable enough, If
the aim of the Asafo is, so to say, to tax the wealth of
the deceased which will subseguently go to his fAbusua,
then it is the Abusua and not the wife who should pay this
money to the Asafo, because according to the Abusua
system,' the wife does not belong to the Aﬁusua of the
husband, ' On the other hand, the Asafo elders, of Egya
gxplain that, by paying this money to the company, the
womay puritiess herself, That is, she pirges herself of
the "saman" (spirit) of thc decegsed. Therefore this
payment can be said to represent the dowry paid for the
womaen by the husband wher they got married., °‘As such, by
refunding this méney o the company of the deceased, she
customarily effects a divoree with the deceased and can
get married again without the saman of the deceased taking

any offence
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Formerly when a member of the Asafo died, the
wif'e had to pass through an ordeal to prove her innocence
or confess her guilt, A rope was tied round her wrists
and she was dragged to the company post and asked to |
geni e et oty I she did mnot confess readily,’ she
Wwas severcly maltreated; her halr was cut and her body
besmeared with mud, The treatment was harsher if she was
suspected of adultery. Several methods were used to exact
confession in such circumstances., A common one was to
eollect in a gourd water used in washing the Asafo drum,
DU some herbs aunte it snd give it to the woman to drink.
It was believed that the Obosem of the drum would kill
her 1if she fiailed to confess her guilt or proved toe be
untruthful. There is no guarantee, however, that such a
mixture did not contain poeison, Other methods used were
thrashing, exposure, applying irritating lecaves on the
skamoSeRScapyanosthe W Asafo drum on, the head of the
victim while beating it. Many women would readily
contess to accusations they were not guilty of in order
to avoid public ordeal or save themselves from continuous
torture.. If the vietim confiessed to adultery, tle Asafo
colifceted daubile fhe neormal adultery fec Ffrom the seducer,
save half of it to the Abusua of the deceased and retailned
the other half, A woman confessed to adultery by calling
out the sedueer to come ard release her from her
suf ferings.

Another method of getting confession was by

dinimation, (ke Trenim wes given three eggs to brealk

gosdinaathe s flsafiotdeun, - If any of the eggs broke into two

and the shells fell tq the ground with the edges pointing
uvpwards, the wvictim was assumed innoecent, otherwise she
would have te confess her gulilt readily or pass through
the ordeal, This latter method is still utilized in some
places, but if a woman chooses not to confess anything

when she is not vindicated by the divination, she is left



“@#_W a Eanbw member's wife is
| 1 a person who commits such an
is mw.ahaa by & fine in addition to paying the
‘v»g@a to the member whose wifc is seduced. A
srson who commits adultery with an officer's wifc pays

doublc the normal adultery fee. In the same way if any
officer olso commits adultery with anybody's wife, he
~also pays double the normal fee to the wronged person.
Othér offences which are considered very serious
are cowardice on tle battle=field and failure to attend
{?:' compony calls, In olden days cowardice on the battls-
fleld was punished with death, or banishment from the
State, or prohibition from having a wife, or, if the
person was alrcady married, the wifc was made to divorce
him, Members who deliberately fail to attend calls are
punished by a fine and severely reprimanded.
Ceremonies
Apart from participating in annual ceremonies
et whe State, the Asafo by itself @bserves three major
CEramonics, vizs “Atlran', "Aylry", and "Frankasapue",

The "Atlran" is the cercmonial outdooring of

L“ new officers, This ceremony used to be performed annually,

but owing to the heavy expenses involved, it is now less

regular and tokes place once in four or five years. On
?,%hﬁ vigil of this ceremony nll the officers appointed
'ﬁgﬂﬁﬁ the last "Atiran" and their men spend the night on
irts of th@,town where they keep a vigil with the
and ﬁank;ng: The‘following morning the new
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where they are greeted by the old officers and the clders.
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The "Akyerekwan" then recount to them their dutics, the
brave dceds of thelr ancestors whom they succeed, and the
cxplolits and victorles of the company on tie battle-field,
The new offlcers then renew thelir,6 ocaths to the company.
After this they sit 1n state and the Jjubilation continues
throughout the day. The drinks and gunpowder used at
the occasion are provided by thc new officers.

The MAypirye!! fieatival is a ceremonial parade
of the Asafo, This is observed in those years in which
the Atiran is not observed,

The: "Frankaapue" is a ceremony for the outdooring
gt T aoci i Aiparade A held through the towm in whiech all
the flags of the company are displayed.

‘Women's Part in the Asafo

ThHe Swomen form, an auxiliary' greiip of the Asatios
In Sthefevent of a-war they constituted fthemselves into a
department of food supply end saw that the men were fed on
the battle-field., During the tribal wars women went to
the Front to supply the warpiors with feood. | During the
intervals betwecn meals they daubed themselves with white
elay, dressed up in white calico, and paraded the streets
up and down singing solemn songs with the belief that
this actlon could influence the course of events and
R g rlehony Mone. e their men,

NeEached Steofcpme  canpanies are speeinl sgcial
dance bands formed by the women., Such a band is known as
"Adziwa" and the leader known as "Adzlwafohonna', meaning
mother of the members of the Adziwa.

Some wemen members of the Asafo can rise to the
rank of "Asafoyere" (captaiﬁ) ard "“Supi", At present
there is a female Supi at Anomabu, whom I met during the
eourse of my research, Although women menmbers of the
Asafo are nobt. expected to go to war, thoso promoted to

,A tha‘rﬁﬁk of eaptain and Supi have t@, and are expected to




2
i -
e
I

Wﬂir_ e 5
i g SR B e
1Y o Sy )

- 85 =

Jlead thelr men to the battle~fleld. In eonncetion with
this Brodile Crulckshank cltes an instance in which in
the late invasion of the Appollonian territory, "a
brave Amazon of Dixcove marched at the hcad of her
company! ,

Finonce

The Asafo collects no membership fees and
demands no recgular dues, Members are asked for contribu-—
tions when the need arises, Two other sources from which
the Asafo derives its funds are fines and payments made
by widows at the death of their husbands to the company.

Meetings

Ne regular meetings are held, Members are
summoned to meetings when there is anything important to
dysSeusss T hese Feiliny to attend such meetings are fined
and reprimanded.

Marriage

The Asafo has no restrictions with regard to
marriage, A menber of the Asafo can marry = woman of
his own company or of another.

Theueshsthe peapleof "Hoya live in three
separate villages, they consider themselves ag one and
thietsane people, When they all liwed together at the
presenit s#ve of Bpgya T they formed themselves into three
Lsefo companies, namely, Twafo, Akomfodzi, and Kyircm,
hgber i isone ot Sihe wecple, those belenging to the Kylrem
company, moved te a new site sbout a hundred and twenty
yards away and rounded Egya Dam, known as Egya II,

Egya I was then left with two companies, Twafo and
Akomfodzi. When Egya IITI wgs founded, the migrants

moved as individuals and did férm any separate companies
ab their new village, In addition to all the usual
offices generally attached to the Asafo; Supi, Asafohemfo,
Okyerema, Frankaakitsanyi, Asekambsfo, Akyerekwan,

Asafo-Komfo and Osahen, the Egya Asafo have a '"susunsu"




o 43 ' The Twafo and Akomfodzi compenies haye the samé

'7;£§tEQMWM“abosom kyen Kwesi", but they have separate

r‘fshrines, Kyirem company of Egya II is under the
grnteéticn of' Obosom Akron,

Thg rclationship between the fAisafo companies
at Egya is quite cordial, contrary to what obtains in
many other towns., There have been no feuds bebween them
and any differences that crop up are settled among them
by the Osahene and his elders.

FPISHING

The principal occupation of the residents is
fishing, The fishing canoes are kept on the rocky stones
whiech run along the beach the whole length of the village.
Semeparts of the rocks so protrude into the sea that the
Hilscebecones passaeble only during low tides. The open
landing beach measuring gbout a hundred and fifty yerds is
shaved egually by both Egya I which occupies the westerly
portion qf this open space and Egya II in the Easts
There is é Ebecy desecnt from the village to the beach.

Roecks for drying the nets are about forty feet sbove the

~ level of the beach.

des and nets form the main fishing gear ab

i Other aquipmen$ such as hooks, lines and sails
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owners or caretakers, - While® quite a 1ot of the poople
sleop on mats spread on the floors of their un~cemented
BeomSs thelr nets iend 1iﬁes are stored on small tables
of ralsed platfofms especlally constructed for this
‘pufpose. Different types of nets 'all receive the same

vcareful treatment.

With the exception of the shore drag mnet, the
fishermen at Egya employ all the LyDes of i et dn e i
Ghana. The rocky shorcs and stones prevent the use of
the drag net, | :

The most important of the nets used at Egyn
st the MAHAN petic 1% is a very 1ong net. measurlno
between 17O f thoms to 3OO f tnoms, and 52 yards deep.
Each net 1s composed of three sizes of mesh measurlng 1%
inches, 1% inches and 1% inches., The reason for usin
three different size meéhcs dnsenel el et el ensure that
the net weuld be able te cope with qll.typcs'hnd éizes
of hérring,.except the s wery sﬁall ones whiech should be
SpErcdSEor Shihe S nexiu sor eollloy ing ear,- The top of the
taa el melt dsl flocated with corks‘to ensure proper balance
when the met is spread in the water, - These corks are
flxed after every two meshes whefe the measurement of the
mesh is 1% of an inch. The distdnce between the corks
at 132 inches is three;  whilec the intervel at 1% inches is
RElEy ;Thé lower cnd of the ﬁefvis weighted dowﬁ with
piceestof lead at gilternate mesh interyals .of three gnd
56 00 '

The fishermen at Egya prefer buying the nets
without the corks or floats and the lead. The thfee l
diFferent meshes are also bought SLQ“P”tLlJ and 301ned
later on at home according to the tﬂste g the ownersy
The average cost gfthe 1ead4is £20 while the corks cost
aboul S40, The cost of the net mlght be £120~£150.
Pitting the pleces ot the net ﬁnd 1eﬂd qnd corks is done

comminally, the owner or owners providing drinks only but




‘_'F%'bm a m'b i gemraily dme
| The nets arc treated with n

mwa. mf‘.‘ plants. The purposc o:f.' the dye is to
v mak‘iey the net tough and able to st'md the sen water.
Three other types of nets are used at EHgya I,
2 fhe‘first is a four inch mesh net called HRsPat o Ik L8
‘D.Eed for catching bigger fish than the herrings caught by
'thﬁ "Ali" net. Its length is about fifty fathoms and the
‘dapth is'one snd s belf Fothoms or three yards, The
t&pes &l rich esught include "Opag" or haddock, "Ekan',
eassava fish, and "Bt ",
"Apaoboa" is o 93" mesh net. Its length is
about fifty fathoms and its depth about five yards,
b The haddock "tantra", £lat fish, and "kosre", the turtle
??' and the shark are the common vietims of this net, The
g:; lead is fixed at twenty-seven inch distanccs while the
‘ corks ot the top are sct at about 454" intervals.

The third net, "Obreyehu" is a 6" mesh net,

It is designed to catch the sakroka, kwoantsin and the

haddock. It measures 50 fathoms long and 2 fathoms deepe.

Weights aﬁd floats are attached., Becouse the "Baafu",
“k@adbea" and "Obreyehu" are intendcd for bigger species
af Flsh, the' eord of the iceshes is much bigger and
lﬁ&r@nger than th@ "A1i" net. The cords are about four or
P ‘-tmes the ‘size of the "Ali" thread,

s ﬁbaks and lines are not very popular with the

Tpese are‘used for the larger type



‘“m‘% Hmm is 'bhe boat or canoe. Some attach more

,ﬁngM@M@tﬂﬂB@ to the boats thah to the nets, because without ‘
e %h@ conoes they would not be nble to set out with their ’

nﬁts fg: getting the Pish., There are two moin types of
cénne in use in Egya. The conoe which takes the "ali"
net is calied Adehene. It is large and can take 13 people
-at a time, It is used for conveying the large alil net
which is used for getting herrings. The other boat,
Simahene, is a much smaller craft with a complement of 7
PESEgersons . It s used for short -trips generally and
Ehsheuoh 9+ 36 nornally intended for 7 people, it is nok
uncommon to see one experienced fisherman with or without
an assistent manoeuvring this craft through the WavVES .
Bhesecanoes are used in setting the fish nets already
‘described and collecting the coleh in the morning or
afternoon.
ITA Although the people at Egya claim that boat-
| - meking was an old art practised by their ancestors long
¢!_' ' before they settled in these parts of the country, the
' absenee of large trees around the const has coused present

déy Egya fishermen to forget the ancient art of their

ancestors, The modern way of going cbout boat-making is
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when the boat was tugged into the water and floated

downstream into the sca, It was roughly fitted and

rowed slowly to Egya where the finishing touches were

given, 3

Nowadays when a new canoe is needed the

prospective purchaser travels to the forest recgion to
-place his order with tlke boat builders. Eibation is

‘pouted, -a tree is felled and the canoe carved while the

trank-ie . stilil notAdry. Dry timber becomes too tough
for shaping, It is the boat builder's responsibility to
cut 2 path in the forest to be used for tuggiﬁg Ghe
eanectto the nearest pilaee a lorry can reaech, It is the
prospective ovner's responsibility to provide food and
drinks fof the people who assist in dragging the canoe,
The labour 1s reciprocal for the owner must be @repared
to assist whenever anyone else has a boat to be pulled
to a lerry., The bottom of the boat is purposely made
very thick, dbout 7" or 8", because part of the wood
wears away through frictidn during the course of tugging,
50 tLhe exitra thickness 'is a réél protection,

The present cost of a canoe in the bush
ranges between £80 - £100, Transporting the boat to
Egya costs about £25.

Getting the canoe into the wvillage forms the
close of the first phase and the beginning of real work
in making it sca-worthy. Trimming the boat to the
required thickness and shapc, rigging it with seats made
from sticks whieh measure 1" or 2" in diameter, fitting
a bottom board, and many other fittings form the second
phase, A hole is made in the front seat is to allow
the £1tting of a mast. -The maét 1S passed through this
hole inte another directly beneath it in the béttom
board, When the desired shape and thickness has been
obtgihed, a fire is prepared from palm branches, Buckets

of water siand by ready together with palm branches with



: ?ﬁ§b|rionds arc dipped into the water and applied to any
part of the boat which is burning too quickly. Apart
from hardening the wood, the smoke makes the boat insect
and worm=proof.

Holes are bored with red hot iron bars, called
'fitil', through the top side of the boat and the scats
and bound to them by strips of rope prepared from canc or
ordinary cord,

The boat 1s decorated with traditional symbols
| carved and painted on the outside, An egg or "rum" is
ﬁ "given" to the boat at launching and therc is great
| merry-mnaking among the helpers,-most of whom will con-

} stitute the crew of the boat. Baadua, a special tree
noted for its gualities of lightness and toughness is
used for the mast which measurcs about 7 yards.

Getting a canoe ready for the sea is usually
done during the off fishing scason. By the opening of
the season the cance with its gear must be complete,

The net might be jointly qwned or owned by a single
financier who might not belong to the crew at all, ‘The
owner of the net expects his or her share of the catch
but the management is left with the captain of the crew
(Hooks and lines are owned by the crew individually).

Each fisherman should have his own paddle by
thisAtime. Oars may be the recently adoptcd French Ivory
Coast type called "Konua', wheih are oblong in shape, or
the proved and worthy trident oar, Although this latter
o '~ paddle is much bigger than the "Konua", the gap between

: ﬁﬁﬁj@h?ee prongs allows ths water to cfcape, just leaving

>ugh on the paddle to push the boat ahcad through the
 %n ;f‘ér-advantage is that undue tension on the

ibsaased.by the cscape of the water




The sail is nowadays preparcd from saile

cloth; either of cotton canvas or thick grey baft.
Four pieces of cloth are used in making a sail of
average size, A grey baft sall of this size costs about
£12; plus some £2 worth of ropes, Apart from the baadua
mast, two bamboo poles are used at each end of the sail
to keep it fully stretched to the wind, The banboos are
fixeq cross—~wise, The ropes run along the edge of the
boat and are fastened through holes specially bored in
the sides of the ecanve for this purpose. Setting a sail
in the sea is an art which reguires a special techniqgue
acquired through years of apprenticeship and practice,

Baeh persen is entitled: to a portion of the
catch, but in the open sea anybody may catch as many fish
as his hooks allow., The crew may ‘consist-of people of
various age groups, adults, aged men and youths. Children
from the =age of thirteen are allowed to join an "A1iY
net group, but with other types of nets the age is reduced
to about ten years because wobk with them is not so
exacting as that with the "Ali" net, and the fishermen
need not sleep out in the open sea as they usually do
Wit the "ATIMN

The ,cateh is shared in the following propor-—
tions. The net, which is the most expensive and
vulnerabie'part b heefishing cear. takes bthree times
what an adult is entitled to. The canoe which has a life
span of about seven years, and each adult person, takes
one adult partiregpectively, ' Youths or apprentices in
training have different shares, Children under training
who are aged thirteen years, receive one quarter of an
adult®s share and children of seventeen or eighteen take
three—quarters of a share, At the age of nineteen the

apprentices gqualify as master fishermen and take full

adult shares.



It is regarded as unsafe for one person to own
a canoe and the "Ali" net which are used by one crew, It
encourages tle crew to be less careful in handling those
things, since they consider themselves as enriching one
person with their toil while they receive a mere pittance.
But it is quite safe for two or three peaople to combine to
OWn 8 net or a canoc, In such cases they are directors,
employees and share-holders, proper use and care is
ensured.,

The fish thus caught is smoked and sold locally
at Anomebu or sent elsewhere to markets at Mankesim where
people from ncarly all parts of Ghana converge on market
days. Some of the fish 2lso £ind their way to distant
markets such as Obuasi and Kumasi in Ashanti.

There are two main fishing seasons at Egya,
the Harmattan season which starts from the middle of
December to the middle of February and the Maéwure secason
which covers July to October, There are small seasons

in between these major scasons., From the middle of

Pebruary to the middle of April is the Kwakwaa season, -

£lat herrings, "Antere", are caught in small numbers.
There is a lean spell between the middle of April to
mid-June called Mpempina., The sea is never quite devoid
of! "Antere" but the quantity caught is negligible, The
Maavure season, July to October, is the period for round
herrings called Kankaama, The pecak period, however, is
Septemnber to October. The time from October ending to
middle December, Batwi, is noted for Antere, Other
types of fish such as haddock, cassava fish, kokote,

tantra, kosre, the shark ang other types generally

caught by the larger mesh nets and hooks are caught all
through the year.

Tuesday is the day of the God of the sea. It
is believed that the seca came into being on that day,

therefore it is holy and that day must be treated as such.
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(This belief tallies with the Genesis record of the
separation of the sea from the land during creation on
the third dey of the week see Genesis I : 9, 10 and 13),
Because of the influence of the Christian churches,
Sundays too, has been set aside as a day of rest, There
is, however, no hard and fast rule sbout observing these
days, but the fisherfolk generally use these days for
mending their nets and attending to other equipment,
During the fishing season when the fish come close to the
shore, the Ffishermen set out at two o'clock in the
afternoon, catch the fish and land in the evening at sbout
seven o'clock, The explanation given is that the greater
part of the day has already been spent at home for the
sea-god, It appears tle sea-god understands and sympa-
thises with the fishermen in June and August when the fish
are far off shore and so allows the men to set off at
about three in the morning and return at four in the
afternoon. It could be a Tuesday or Sunday, but the
searcity of fish is a sultable explanation to the
understanding sea-god, - In spite of all the laxity of
observing non-fishing days at Egya, no "Ali'" nets are
used on any of these two holy days. Any other nets could
used and lines with hooks could be sect.
Since the mariners' compass is unknown at

Bgya the fishermen are careful never to travcl too far
away from the land, They go as far as twenty-five to
thirty miles on clear weather days. At night they take
their guide from the glow of lights which comes from

@ape Coasts  They are able to judge the poéition of

Egya from the position of Cape Coast and row back hone.
In the day time they take théir guiding pbints from tle
peaks of three mountains behind Egya. The three pecaks,
égggggg,mnst never be lost sight of.
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: Fishermen at Egya do not normally go on
Apoya or on migratory fishing expeditions. The only time
of the year they sometimes travel is between July and
August., Their favourite places inelude Senya Beraku,
Nyenyanu, Accra, Nungua and Tema, On such occasions
théy ralse interest-free loans from the canoe and net
owvners, Some prospective women customers also give them
cash for petty expenses, These loans are generally
repaid in kind.

Occasionally when the year proves extremely
poer for fish, the chicf fisherman convenes a meeting
of all men and women and they pray to tle gods for
fergiveness and mercy. A sheep is slaughtered at ‘the
senior god's shrine, prayers arc said and the belief is
that the season will soon improve,

The people of Egye claim to be the pioneer
fishermen of Ghana., They practise the craft just as
their ancestors did some seven hundred years ago, with
little or no improvement, Indeed they have even
deteriorated fa: they have lost the art of boat-making
and sail-cloth weaving, With the impact of present day
powered boat fishing and the modern way of preserving
ik By wefrigeration the future of their trade is
precarious. They may retain fishing as a subsistence
only.! It appears the majority of the people at Egya
have sensed the impending danger,; so devote more of
their time to the occupation of alecoholic distillation.

AGRICULTURE
There are two main seasons, the dry season,

starting from about the end of €ctober to the end of

' Fe%fuary or early part of March and tlke wet season fron

~ @bout the month of March to September, During the dry

It is surprising that the people in

in economic farming, Of all 4
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the farms I visited which were mostly cassava farms,
there was only one of apprecigble size and which contained
a large number of cassava plants stlill standing in the
farm and which had been niceiy weeded around. In many of
the farms I vislted the cassava was uprooted and. the
stems secattered about as if thieves had ravaged the
Dlace; tle plants were choked with weeds and the women
Just went about uprooting the plants from the weeds,

The farms were small and could hardly maintain a family
of six people for a year, The land is there to be used
bluh S the peopletds neot. chlitivate it,

The land around the wvillage 1s owned by the
various clan heads for their éeople. When one wishes to
make a farm one goes to the head of one's clan who will
taken him to that section of the land belonging to the
clan and will show him the land which has not been taken
by anyone, The man will then take as much land as he
cen elitatva te and will then start ta work on it, - If, on
the ether hand; helwanbs & piece of anﬁ not belonging
LoNIs el an hut tol another elan, he will ge-to the hesd
of “that el an who will take him to the place he has ‘chosen
amd it “that porbion has not already been allocated to
éomeone gitse, shiem e s miven that pertien lend is asked
to pay a customary "rum' for the use of the land: the
SipUncErosbe D aiid N dependst upen. thie size of the farm he
makes. Normally people pay agbout ten shillings for a
ecassava farm and about one pound for a corn farm. The
cultivation starts (with the cutting down of the bush
with a cutlass) in January and ends in February or early
farchs. = The clearing of the bush dan be done in several
ways'; first by an individual;if he can cut down the bush
by himself, then he goes ahead with its secondly, if the
man:can hire a labourey to cut down the buéh Per him he
candonthat:s  next he can get friends to assist him to

cut down the bush to the size of the farm he wishes to make.
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He does not pay the friends but gives them food and

drink - usually gin, Each man in that group will be
assisted in his turn and likewise provides food and rum.
When tle bush dries it is then burnt by the individual
farmer and his family who then wait for the first rains,
As soon as rain starts te fall, if it is a corn farm,
the man and his family go to the farm to sow, The man
makes holes in the ground with a stick,his wife and the
children follow him and put about two or three seeds of
eormEinsoreaeh hole and cover it upy If it is a realiy
blg corn farm, the sowing could take a whole week. When
the seeds begin to germinate then the man and his family
start to plant cassava sticks amongst the corn, This is
done because within three months the corn is ready to be

harvested and tlem ti® cassava takes up the place of the

()]

corn in the farm. The cassava takes about a year to
mature for eating.

When the farm is to be used for planting
yvams then more effort is reguired, After the bush is
burnt, the family goes to clear the farm of the remaining
pieces that did not not burn at first, heap them up and
fire them until every. bit 1S burnt ups The man wWill
requlre more labour to assist to make yam mounds, This
is done by digging holes about two feet deep, £illing up
the holes again with the loose soill gnd raising the soil
above the gpound to some height and putiting small sticks
on the mounds. At the time that the mounds are being
‘made the farmer buys heads of yams which have been cut
Prom the whole yams, puts them out to dry and when dried
stores tlem away at 2 place where snimaels cannot get at
them to destroy the germinating points or eyés. As soon
as it rains these yam heads are carried to the farm and
pDlanted on the mounds, not decp enough to disturb casy

germination, They are planted about three inches deep.
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The sticks are taken away from all those mounds that have
been planted: this is done to ensure that not a single
mound is left unplanted., Yams are planted in February
and March and take about eight to nine months to mature,

The Gools usually employed by farmers are the
cutlass, hoe and the mattock: the mattock is used for
making the yam mounds and for digging under the yams to
loosen the soll and tTo uproot the yams when the harvest
comes.s Small erops of corn, cassava, onion, yam are
also grown. Corn, onion and yam are planted between
March and April and are reédy for harvesting between
August and December, Cassava, on the other hand.: ean be
7grown at any time of the year and can be harvested at any
sedsen alltfhe yean prbvided I s ma s e d. A SE e peopile
sre nebsnterested in fapming to yield eash for -them, they
could not tell me which of the crops grown glves the best
yield, A few people informed me, however, that corn tends
o smive shhe beét i clldiandiSeEmesttiocoplic tend o
cultiéate ite, The next most importvant crop after corn is
cassava, Corn, is not sold when harvested but the
farmer's wife prepares kenkey with it and sells that to
get more profit. Cassava, 1ls mostly consumed by the
Tamily, Only a few people sell: cassava in Egya I. There
is no market in the village: nor do many people sell by
thel sitreet side,

The sewing of onlons requires long term
planning, When the bush is cut down and burnt the pieces
that do not burn are gathicecdisasiicadenc in Ghe  ease of
a yam farm, and burnt. The Whole farm.is thery divided up
into plots. These plots are dug up and beds raised, When
all the beds are completed the farmer and those who help to
raise tle beds are seéted in groups and with sticks before
them they begin to cut off the withered ends of the onion
bulbs that are to begplanted. Whilst some of them start to

- plant these bulbs with the cut ends upwards, others cut th
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bulbs until all the onions are ready for sowing, This

latter group of farmers then join the planters,

Groundnuts, are not an important crop but a

small number of the people do grow groundnuts for house

consumption only. An old groundnut farm made in March of

50 1959, measured sbout 12' x 10', quite close to a cassava
farm - I even saw some cassava plants standing in that
groundnut farm, |

Egya I, has some dense scrub around the village,
There are all sorts of animals in the bush around the village
some of which for example, monkeys, harm the farm crops.
As a2 result of this damage harvesting of such crops as.
maize, yams, groundnuts and onion, is done long before
the crops get fully matured, To harvest the crops as
quickly as possible it is usually done by communal labour,
Whole families go to one person's farm and help him to
hapyvest: the ‘crop, if 1t is corn, ecarry Lt lcme for storing
and dryinge. The women and the young boys carry the crop
home yhilst the adult males cut down the corn stalks
heaping the cobs here and there in the farm for the women
and boys to ecollect and carry home. ‘In the home the corn
is stored in barns under which there is always fire to
drive away insects which damage the crops. The smoke
and the £ire alsco help to dry the corn thoroughly so that
it does not rot,

Yam, groundnut or onions are also harvested as
sPeedily as possible, The crop is spread on a raised
wooden platform so as to allow air to circulate freely in
as any high tempefature may cause tle harvested crop to
start germinating again. Normally farm crops are not sold
becaﬁse they are not sufficient to last th; family for a
whole jear, But certain crops which get eagily rotten are
partly sold, such as yam and onion which are more watery,
The women usually sell the farm erops in Anomabu or

lﬁgltpond.




»any one farming period - I was informed,

miles away from Egya, and that it is they who get real
._iﬁegmelfrom their work,. »Some of those farmers are said to
;EQCeive about £150 a season; and a few energetic men get
about £200 a season, Those "real" farmers grow such crops
as okro, tqmatbeé; garden egg and pepper, €ach on a
sepérate large farm., The wives of such farmers go to
Accra, lMankesim, Kumasi, Cape Coast and other far places

to sell, PFarm accounts are rendered to the farmers by the
Eﬁg“ women at the end of the season after the crops have been
?%f: - fully harvested and the profit is used by the farmer and

: his household, When the accounts are rendered the wives

are given percentage of the cash realised to buy cloth for

themselves and the children, Sometimes, some farmers
V: . give the wives a lump sum of money for themsSelves and

B | their children.

There are certain days on which no one should go
to his or her farm, Certain clans, for example the Anona,
@G not farm on Wednesdays, And any person, whether he comdg
frmw tﬁat clan or not, should not go to his farm, if it
%ﬁ on the Anona sites If, however, any person has got a

at any oﬂhqp place he can go imto that farm for food
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and no one wag allowed to see what the fetish priests did
in the groves, To make sure that nobody would come to that
grove where the sacrifice was belng performed, the chief
would send a village crier the previous night to announce
that the following day was the day for that particular
clan's land and that nobody should go there for firewood
or food, Anyone who ventured to go and was seen was
chased and if caught was killed, If he was not caught,
but was recognized, he would be trapped somehow another day
and be killed. Anyone who died in that way he was said to
have vanished, because he had gone to his farm on a day
which was taboo to the land on which he had his farm. The
priests who made the sacrifices, masked their faces and
bodies with black and red mud and no one could make them
out because they did not speak to ene another: they just
murmired in an undertone.

FEhiercsareNaNiens peapille an the Svililgcetwheo e
farmers and who never do any fishing of any kind. Such
people try to find jobs as labourers with the road
contractors during the dry season and pay other people to
cut down the bush for them, They burn the bush and prepare
the farms after working-hours and on Saturday afternoons
and sometimes on Sundays as well. As soon as the rains
start S nVAprad they leave the job and give thelr whole
tHme o Tarmings suech people are rare,  There are a small
number of fishermen too who have no farms at all, not even
small gardens, i Such fishermen often travel either to
Acera or Sckondi during the short lean fishing period at
Egya to find jobs with the shipping lines as boat-boys.

Along the sea=-shore is a strip of coconut tfeesy
numbering sbout 250, belonging to individual people who
plant them in order to entertain themselves, their families
and their outside friends who may comé to visit themn,

These trees are not planted for commercial purposes. The

»15@& on which %he coconuts are planted belongs to the whole
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village community so that anykody from tlke village sl atin
he deéires, get coconut seedlihgs and plant them there
without asking anybody. Nobody should pluck his neighbours!
coconuts without first obtaining the consent of the owner
of the tree. A defaulter can be taken to the village
chief's house for arbitration: in more serious Cases,

the person or persons concerned are taken to Anomabu

Local Authority Court.

Animal Rearing

Very few sheep and goats and fowls are kept in
this village. . The sheep and goats are not put into pens at
night: they just go about the village and in the morning
when one goes to the village one finds sheep and goat
faeces scattered all over the place. Most of the houses
in the village have no hen coops: the fowls are allowed to
slecepsanywheredSinthckitehen oF i1 the ceurtyard, The
kitchens and courtyards are very smelly in the mornings .
The animals are not fed — the sheep and geoats are noet given
the cassava coverings when peeled off but these are thrown
into the dustbins and the animais el oRe s e Bromsti e nsa
The animals eat from the same plate with the people when
Gheiliaticr are ‘taking their food; . the women espeecially
would just push the animals with thelr hands saying in
Fanti: "0, mommua yi, mo hao nipa dodow !" meaning "Oh,
you these animals, you are very troublesome " The fowls
are ‘likewise negleeted and they also worry their ownérs
andiihes cllilldreniwiisn e atn ny, hese animails: are rearecd
meEmilye ter sderithelsdtpurposes and not fer food or for
sale, and they all look tiny and unattractive and are
rather aggressive, The eggs of%the fowls are very small
indeed. People only sell their fowl, she;p or goat when
they want money to buy food or something realdy urgent and

they have no money at that moment to spend. They hardly

- kill the animals for food except on Christmas days, Easter

Sundeys, or on sacrificial days.
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Distillation of "Gin'

| The brewling and distillation of gin in this
vlllage has been detrimental to agricultural farming., My
informants told me that about 95% of the adult population
?nd the adolescents in the wvillage indulge in this
lucrative trade. Almost any child of twelve years of age
and upwards knows how brewing is carried on in the village.
The brewing industry is carried on on a large scale and it
is the surest, gquickest and the easiest way of making a
divelihood, There is an association of distillers formed
of thirty members in the village of which the chief is
ehianenan, Wiheiriseilleaim, Naececording to the ehief s 15 60
distil tlke gin in the best receptacles and to guard against
any form of adulteration of the finished product. He
informed me that there are some unscrupulous distillers who
use such dangerous ingrdients in distilling the gin as
carbide and roots of nim trees to make the spirit still
stronger because the brewers allege that that is what the
cénsumers want and like, The village chief made me
understand thet if any member of tle assoclation in the
village is found practising such harmful and undesirable
brewing, he or she is immediately expelled from the
membership of the association. There are three main
articles used in distilling gin., These are : granulated
suger which is bought in jute bags of 142 pounds in weilghtj
yeast bought in tins of half a pound or onc pound in weight,
and water, The utensils needed far distilling are: two
forty~-four gallon drums, (one of which must be opened at
one end) and a number of four-gallon kerosene tins, and

CODPPEr pPipes, 7

€

The formal distilling process is done by the
following method: the full bag of granulated sugar is
emptied in tlke open drum to which about three or four
kerosene tins of water i® added to dissolve the sugar,

This is allowed to stand for three hours or more until the
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sugar is thoroughly dlssolved, During this period the
water -ls stlrred up in the drum with a long stick. When
the sugar is thoroughly dissolved more water is added until
the drum is full to the brim, Next to this sugar-water
in the drum some yeast is added in order to ferment it.
Three to six pounds weight of yeast is normally put into
the sugar water in the drum and the mixture is again
stirred for some minutes to ensure that the yeast thoroughly
dlssolves, The whole mixture is then allowed to stand
undisturbed for six days, covered with a specially made
round 1ids

On the seventh day when the mixture is opened
it should be found to be foaming which shows that it has
fermented quite nicely, it tastes sour when tested by
sipping, The fermented sugar-water is then poured into the
other drum, When the transfer of the sugar water is
completed, tie small opening is closed, The second drum
is then placed on three big stones which serve as a hearth
and firewood of fairly big sizes 1is put under the drunm,

As soon as the drum is full and corked the firewood is
lighted and the aettal brewing begins,. There are two or
three nail holes made on top of the drum to allow Just a
small amount of wvapour to come out when the water begins to
boil, When the water reaches its boiling point, the steam
which rises is forced through the tube connected to tle top
of the drum., As the steam passes through the winding

tube it is transformed again into liguid which runs through
the remaining part of the tube and drips as spirit into a
receptacle af the receiving end,

This industry, can be carried on by groups of
two, three or four people; or igdividually. The organisa—
tion of the industry depends on the financial resources of
the persons in the industiry. Those persoﬁs who have
sufficient money to buy everything they need to carry on

the work and who have time to arrange for the sale of the
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product at a profit, carry on single handed., Those persons
who have not~got sutfdecient money Lo earry on the work
individually or cannet arremge for: the sale of the

product et g reasenabile price, come together in groups in
order to pool their resources and talents, Some people
with small amounts come together to start the work from the
beginning by contributing equal amounts to buy the
materials, As tle business expands and they begin to share
big dividends, they begin to break up the company by
allowling some members to start their individual brewing,

by taking the money which they contributed to start the
work from those members who still are in the company,.

This break-away often happens when the profits of the com-
pany are either misappropriated by a single pcrson or

whent the elderly people in the company want to share the
profits by seniority and not by the oroportions in which
the contributions to start the business were made.

A good fresh strong yeast put dlnto a full deum
of sugar water could produce twelwve gallons of gin; in
other words, three kerosene tins full of gin can be
obtained from one bag of granulated sugar when three or
Four peounds) of geod fresh yeast is lUsed to ferment #te L
the yeast is not so good, the yield drops to 2 or 2% tins.
At Egya I the sugar is bought from Cape Coast and conveyed
by lerry to the village, so that, including transport
charges to the village, one bag of granulated sugar may
cost £2 ., 12, 0d, or £2 , 15, 0d. The lorries charge 1/-
per bag of sugar, And a kerosene tin full of gin at the
village costs £2, 10s. 0d, The lorries which carry the tins
to Acera and Cape Coast to the pprospective buyers charge
i/~ . a tin to Cape Coast and 6/- a tin to Accra, If the
place to which it is to be conveyed is far away, for
exampke Kumasi, then the lorry charge goes up to 10/~
whilst, the brewers on the other hand reduce the price by

2/—- a tin in order to assist the buyers to pay both for the
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cost of thé gin and for the cost of transport. This means
that one bag of sugar costing £2, 15/~ may produce three
tins of gin selling at £7, 10/= and thereby makes a gross
profit of gL, 15/-=. If &1 15/~ is allowed for the three.
or four pounds of yeast and the cost of labour for carrying
water and gathering firewood, it means a brewer makes a
net profit of £3 odd on each bag of sugar he brews, When
this simple arithmetic is taken into consideration, one
ean guess the reason why the peeple of Hgya I have taken
more (o brewing gin and have neglected farming.
DIET

Physically the men and women appear strong, a
feature which is characteristic of the fisher-folk along
the coast of Ghana but the children have apparent signs
of 1li-health, Most of them are dirty, have dirty sorPes
on their legs, large abdomens, flat buttocks and thin
Iicos =S heireliaie i shidirty,  thin and bleached. This
appearance- of children in the village indicates to some
extent a state of malnutrition.

The foods available in the village are_few.

Staple Foods

Kenkey (Pante : dokono), cassava, yam, cocoyan
and plantain form the staple foods in Egya I. Yam and
cassava are seldom eaten and gali is generally eaten by
children. (Gali is a kind of flour which is made from
cassava) .

Vegetables

Vegetables like onions, pepper and tomatoes are
very popular and are used in small amounts in soups and
stews. Groundnuts, palmnuts and beans are used, but
seldomn, Green'vegetables like nkontomire (young leaves
of\cocoa yam) are rarely eaten.

Fruits

No fruits are eaten,
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FPish forms one of the most iﬁportant foods for

the people on the coast, and Egya ; is no excéption.
~Several verieties of fish are eaten either fresh, fried
or roasted., Fish is without doubt one of the most
exciting and interesting topics of conversation for the
people of Egya I. It is natural in a village where the
supply is not constant from day to day that the daily
meal should Be a subject of interest. It is no
exaggeration to say that Egya I people suffer from a
monotony of diet,

European foods are used in only a very few
households., Such articles are chiefly limited to tesa,
coffee, "Ovaltine", sugar, bread, sardines and corned
beef. They seem to me te be caten as extras, used for
purposes of display rather than as an essential part of the
diet, ©Some of these, like sardines and corned beef are |
used on ceremonial occasions like yam festivals as well
as at Christmas.,.

A few food taboos are observed, Dewmecent is
matrilineal but children follow the totem (ntoro) of
their fathers., So when fathers are tabooed by the gods
to eat certain foods, the children follow the same taboos,
Certain gods in the old deys forbade people to eat kenkey,
crab, tortoise or antelope on Wednesday, but nowadays \
these taboos are not strictly observed, especially by
Christians, Fetish priests and priestesses, however,
observe these. tsbaos. Pregnant women do not eat fish such

as the shark (kdkot€, enume and eshema)., At the

beginning of pregnancy-wdmen should not eat red plantain
and white bread, as native doctors believe that these
fods will endanger the blood within the pregnant woman and

consequently cause miscarriage.
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All Egya I people eat, roughly speaking, the

same kind of food. Class distinctions do not exist in

this respect, The chief and elders eat the same food as
the ordinary people and drink the same gin (akpeteshi)
throughout the year. Sex distinctions are not marked
either; though usually the man gets a larger share of
fish and during festivals the man takes the favourite
relish, Age distinctions in diet are not pronounced.,
Children and grown-ups eat the same kinds of food, The
onlysdirrercice (is ) the emoynt Of fish consutied: - ehildren
usually have a smaller share, Children seem to munch
extras all day long and then take a heavy meal as well

in the evening. There are no marked seasonal changes, and
the same kind of food is eaten throughout the year,

It is difficult te desecribe the physigue and
sneray oiiiihe seoplic ol Beyaily  Certailn supertficial
observations may, however, be mentioned for general
interest., The men have strong muscles due to their work
as fishermen. The women are often net plump and the
mothers have angular figures; there are no beautiful
girls. « Babies are usually not plump and after weaning their
legs and arms become thin and their gbdomens bulge in the
way common to many Ghanaian children, Some of the women
appear strong because I observed on sSome occaslions women
carrying heavy loads of fishing neis Grensthelscay

The people usually partake of two megls a day,
the first gbout mid—day ‘cr = little after and the second
in the evening,., Some partake of breakfast in the morning
consiting of kenkey and fish, or lnstead a corn dough pap
(ékasa) to which salt and sugar are added. This is a light
gruel formed,of s;fted maize meal. Others take as break-
fasit kenkey and roasted grdundnuts or kenkey and palmnut
Sinoner s IHEHEs ovef from the previous day's evening meal.

Very few people take European foods like Quaker Oats, &



vy meal constently takes the Torm

sﬁew (stuul) or crab stew (kvtsi wr).

ﬂ@ni@ns, oil and salt, It is similar to the ordinary fisn
Btew. This kenkey is unlike the Ga or Akim kenkey since

the corh is fermented for two days only and it is cooked -

.~ din plantain leaves, Salt is not added; as soon as salt
, is added it becomes Ga or Twi kenkey. Most of the kenkey
Bt -is not made by the peoplebof Egya I but it is brought and

sold by women from Abandze and Anomsbu., The fish stew is

prepared with fresh fish, ground pepper, onions, tomatoes,
salt and oil. The fish is scaled and tke onions,

tomatoes and pepper are prepared. The fish is fried in
hot o0il until 1light brown on both sides. Then the fish is
removed and onions, pcpper =nd tomatoes are fried. Water
is added and allowed to simmer with the fried fish until
e it is cooked, Although kenkey and fish is the constant
mid-day meal some fomilies occasionally take ampesi and
stew, The foundation of the meal is boiled yam or cocoyam
or plantain and cassava; these are eaten with fish stew

as described above. In somc houses ampesi is eaten with =

L stew made of ground pepper and salt with some fried or

8 = [ rvomphed rish,

| The evening meal consists of fufu'wiﬁh soup.
Often soups ore made from fish and vegetables and other
ingrcdicnts such as pelmnuts and groundnuts, But the

. scup‘taken with fufu in the village is vegetable
»a). ,The kind of soup prepared by the women
pends upon the taste‘and:preference of the

’ twa food ﬁhsy want to eat. o

”u-ls tbe same as
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eut into small pieces, water is added and it is put on
the fire to boil.” Garden éggs and peppers are washed and

[ added to the fish to boil slowly until the vegetables are
tender. Then the vegetsbles are removed and ground between
stones and returned to the soup. Chopped onions, tomatoes,
and salt are added, and the soup is allowed to simmer until
he fish is tender, While the soup is boiling the fufu is
prepared., Generally two kinds of food are mixed together
in preparing fufu; they are usually unripe plantain with
cassava but sometimes cocoyam alone, The unripe plantain
and cassava 1is prepared and washed; it is put into a pot,
covered with water and boiled until it becomes soft and it
is allowed to cool after the water is strained, The wooden
mortar and pestles are washed. The boiled food 1is removed
from the pot and pounded with pestles in the mertar, At
first it is beaten a little and removed from the mortar,
When all of it has been beaten down, it is returned to the
mortar and beaten for the second time until it becomes sof't
and free from lumps., While being beaten, the fufu is
turned over with a wet hand. This done, the fufu is
shaped into balls and put into dishes and pots according
to the number of people in the house, Finally it is
served with the soup,

If the fufu is to be eaten with palmnut soup,
this is how the soup is prepared. The palmnuts are washed,
put into a pot, covered with water and boiled until they
are soft, The fish is washed, onions, salt and Water are
added and copoked slowly in a soup pot. Then the nuts are
beaten until the skins are crushed, put into a basin and
miiéd with water., The nuts are squeezed, tle ' skins are
taken and beaten aggin and the palm-nut liguid is strained
thrpugh a sieve. The skin is beaten continuously until
all tke o0il 'is removed and water is added as required.

The palm-nut liquid is added to the fish with tomato,

‘garden eggs, pepper and some onions. This is left to boil



bl e
until all the ingredients are soft and seasoned to taste,

If it is a groundnut soup (nkatse-nkwan) the
Tish is washed and prepared., Onions are cut and put
together with fish, salt and water in a pot and it is
ililowedSToNnei iRt ther G ush vt sefit,, « Thern the sreounds
nuts are roasted oever a slow fire, stirring all the time,
When eool, the skins are removed and ground to =2 smooth
paste. The groundnut paste is mixed and added to the soup
with fish, ground pepper, tomatoes, garden eggs and onions.
e theNsoup miust e lefic to cook  sillawily,

The vegetables in all ‘the soups deseribed abowve
apre cooked for a2 wvery long period.

Several varieties of fish are eaten throughout
the year but there are occasional shortages during the
beginning of the year, Plantain and cassava are cultivated
on a small scale and the bulk of supply of these foods
comes from Mankesim where tley are brought and sold to the
village people. (Note : 2 fingers of plantain éost Si6l | eials!
61b of cassava costs 9d,) Beef is sometimes eaten, but
very littie., Domestic animals like goats end fowls are

EesirediontaNvery s smaliliSiseailie L ey arel now kililcd andiused

%)

s meat, but always sacrificed on some such ceremonial
occasion or a yearly festival like the Ahubakuma, Ahubakese
eSSBS s eeialdishe s anel prepared flopsthel aneesborss
’Goats, fowls and ducks run about in the village and
defecate everywhere, Eggs are rarely an article of diet;
they are "given" to the gods or sold for money.

dt-1s difticult to determine the particular
preference for food 'and what people think is the best type.
This, according to.my observation, depends upon taste,

money and the évailability of the Fooed., " But the peneral

By

impression was that kenkey and fish, either fried or rozsted,
is considered the best type of food in the village,
A man has to provide his wife with food for

himself, the children and for her, In Egya I he has to

. provide the fish, and money for food and vegetables.

B O g e 1 i
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& wife has to cook meals for her husband and
children, When a man has two or more wives these take
turns for about a week or two, The woman whose turn it
is to cook enjoys the privilege of sleeping With her
husband, This, however, is not a rigid pattern because
8 man may prefer to sleep with his younger'wife and
disregard the older one who may be cooking at that time,
When several men in one household receive a meal apiece
Trom diferent women they usually all gather round each
man's dish in turn and share the meal, treating it as one
O several coursess

When a man lives together with his wife and
ehildren in the same house the older children eat together
from the same dish, but the younger ones eat with their
mother, Children usually sit or squat on the ground while
eating. Wonen sguat on small stools around the dish, The
man's food is laid on a small wooden table in the yard
or on the verandah or in the sitting room. In some cases
boys gather round the same dish with their fathers but they
may not touch the fish or meat till an elder hands them a
piece, which is usually small, On important yearly
festivals the men shores out the food cooked by his wife,

Sometimes men do the cooking when their wives
gre away or siek, or when they pieck quarrels with theme
Cooking is not considered below a man's dignity.

Food is eaten from the hand which has been
washed in water without soap. Children do not.WQsh thedr
hands thoroughly; they merely dip them into the water,
splash offf the water and are ready to begin actione I
foﬁnd children who ate with dirty hands while squatting on
the groung‘round a dishe I saw a boy, who took his lunch
of 4a Piece of kenkey and small fish in his hend standing
a}most naked a few yards from his house in the midst of
goats and fowls which ultimately took their share of his

poor and meagre food, Children should not tclk while
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eating with their elders ctherwise sputum from their
mouths will get into the food and also food and soup may
pass through their heads and make them sick, 'Children
are constantly instructed how to carry out such an
apparently instinctive task as putting food into their
mouths; they are told not to eat ‘'so fast'! and to chew
theif fool longer, In all meals the mothers are conscilous
of the faet that eating 2 meal '1s a definite activity in
which the young must be carefully taught to play their
pbart., To eat at a different speed from thke others, o
demand more then they normally do, to talk while eating,
are regarded as breaches of etlguette.

The babies are suckled whenever they wish and
in early childhood they eat all day long 1f possible;
the older people consider that children cannot go so long
without food and so cook them extras when they can,
During. the period of laectation children are given
supplementary foods like kenkey and £ish, fufu, and , in
a very few cases, Buropean diets like Quaker Oats,
milk and sugar.

Weaningistarts from the eighth or ninth month
after a baby is bbrn, and from this period of the baby's
life kenkey and fufu are given to him while he is learn-
imesto adapt hinselif te the family food.  He continues
breast feeding because mothers believe it at, at this stage
the babies are too young to eat solid food in sufficient
guantities, and that they do not get from the food enough
nourishment and so must have breast milk as well, As in
most @Ghanaian communities mothers do not wean their habies.
Chi;dren continue to suckle until they are about three
years old or until a new baby arrives. I was told that
chéldrenrwho are hurriedly weaned to make way for a new
baby later £211 ill, and the symptoms are wasting and
dlaprhoea, It is difficplt to know whether thec mother,

during this long period of suckling, is able to give her



$1 95 of interest 1o note thet some oridé methoud .
L it 5 gre used in forced weening., Leaves of nim tree are ground'} 
ﬁle ~ and the water is painted round thle nipples. This makes ‘
1b » - the nipple sour and so children refuse breast milk when
}t ‘ At is offered. In some cases coaltar is painted round the
nipples with light downy white feathers stuck in the paint
and this according to the women scares the babies and it_
is considered more effective. In other cases plaster is
used and also guinine,

When a child has reached the crawling age he is

AT 4 ey e R e TR e

;'» allowed to eat everything he can, He is given small
L:; handfuls of food in all his relations' houses when he

visits them, ©Small children are always given the remains 3
of food not thought good enough for grown-ups; €.Ze
food left over from the prewvious evening meal,

Cooking is mostly done in the open yard or in A

front,or at the back of the houses. All cooking is done p
over charcoal pots of the European type or on the native »$
onéa made of tiny in some cases charcoal pots are made of
clay. In other ecases cooking stones consisting of a
triangular arrengement of three stones are used and these
’;;grefplacedﬁnéar fhe foot of a wall of a house; in between

tgnes is plaaed a wood Pire, The cooking vesscb
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goot. Kiltchens have no furniturc, such ac shelves or
cupboards for storing objects and food aond uteneils lie in
confuslon on the floor or stand round the walle, or are
kept in baskets. Where cooking is done in the open,
utensils lie haphazardly on the ground, Food and fish are

not covered, and flies (musa domestica) sit in great

nunbers in and apound the vessels,

Cooking utcnsils consist of earthenware pots but
enamel saucepans of European type are gradually taking the
place of the indigenous pots. Each housewife has a number
of cooking vessels for cooking the main dishes, When there
are two or more married women in a house each has her own
cooking utensils but they may all cook in the same kitchen,

Different kinds of fish are eaten, for example,
herring (mane antebo), mud Tish (adwene), mackerel (safur),
sea-bream (sire), golden headed seca bream (sikasika),
sole (abrawen), ray fish (tantra), moonfish (antere),
the eel and others.

The people would not allow me to take samples
of the foods they eat to weigh them, however, the
following information was obtained and tabulated :

1. lenu : Fufu and Palmnut Soup (Abenkwan)

Foodstuff Weight Cost Nos cf People ¥
Cassava Ghdb =l oz, 9d 5
Plantain i e 3d Husband, wife,
Palmnuts » ot PR 5d wife's mother
Tomatoes Wz v 2da and two -
Onion 2 n 1d children

OBepper 1 " 1d
Gardeq*eggs -
*Fish (fresh) 14t oz. 1/=

Meat 5

TOTAL 1498 42 ome | 2/9a
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2. Menu : Fufu and Vegeteable Soup (Nkrakra)
Foodstuff Weight Cost No. of People
Cassava 12 1b 1/64d
Plantain 2 NUIE on. 6d 8
"
ilasbes 6 34 | Husband, wife,
Al
edeo 122 2 wife's sister and
i
Pepper L 14 | pive children
Onion g ehtt 1d
Fish DY i 2/6d
TOTAL 16 1b13 oz. | 5/24
%, Menu : Kenkey and Fish stew (Mid-day Meal)
Kenkey

(fante dokono)

and fish stew

2 1b 8% oz
-12 1t

e

Bl

1 (male) Chief

Not knovwm

e
-

e

e
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- SCHEDULE A: HOUSEHOLDS

Date of Enumeratlon................ Schedule NO:sssssasoesss
InterV1ewer...........o............ House Notesesssessnsssss
1{_’Thls house was built in e ST : Age:
12.‘_Thls A ground bulldlng. (' )mé‘singlcfstoréy.( ) two
~' storey. - kg S RV
The wails\are: ( ) swish, (') cement blocks, ( ) Wood
 (timber), ( ) Stone, ( ) Corrugated or other iron sheetings
. The Walls are: ( ) Not painted or Whitewashed, ( )Painted
or whitewashed,. (. ) Partly painted or Whitewashed.
elotiie s TR R RS e e |
The houSe.is”roofed with ( ) iron sheets, ( - ) asbestos,
(¥ diles (v ) thateh, . () .other (state) :
6s The external dimensions of the house are:_ ___ft. frontage
o £t depth, . .. . fbe elevation. :
Ta o Dhe hehad number of rooms in the house is

there are- 11V1ng or 51tt1ng rooms, ‘ bedroans,

Kltchen rooms, : __ stores, other (state)

S

10,

i

12,

R

Aiuo

15.

16.

COMMENTS}f'“

'_-8,(9.There are . external doors and _ external windows
.. %o the house. '

The total area of external doors andowindows is

The windows in the house were A ‘glééeqﬁ: —shuttered,
other(state) ] : : e
The house ( ) has electricity connected and used..

( ) has electrical facilities but these are not used.

(” ) has'no electricity connected e
Electric 11ght1ng in the house is in the folloW1ng rooms
( ) a1, (' ) sitting room only, ( ) bedrooms only, ( )
many rooms. Lo i _ '
In how many rooms is, electric lighting in.use ?
Residents of the hou se get thelr water from:
( ) pipeborne water connected to the house ( ) standpipe
yds. away, ( ) a river yds. away, ( ) a well
_yds. away, ( ) other (state) yds. away,
Toilet facilifies in ‘the house incl ude: '
G Yk private'lavatory of the removable type within the house

b g A prlvate lavatory of the removable type in a separate
constructlon. ( ) A private lavatory of the flush type
within the howe, ( ) A private lavatory of the flush type
in a separate constructions. ( ) A pit latrine belonging to
the-house. i



Lo D

R communal lavatory or pit latrine used also by other
“houses. ( ) No facilities.‘A;;” .......
 COMMENTS : 4

>,

al
ol
Y

“

17+ Bathing facilities include.J

( ) a separate room .o section in the house for bathing.

() an open air bathing place separate from the house whether

screened or note ( ) other (state)

18.Bathing facilities are used:

( ) by both men and women., ( ) separate bathing fagilities

_exist for men and wamen.
COMMENTS :

19, Cooking facilities in the house consist of:

( ) a separate room within the house used for cocking only.
( ) a separate construction distinct from the main body of

the house., ( ') open fireplaces in the compound not in an
enclosure, ( ) open fireplaces or oven outside the com=-
pound, ( ) other (state)

COMMENTS 2

20s If there is more than one asdult married woman in the house-

hold: ( ) Coocking facilities are shared by the women.
( ) Each woman has her own separate cooking facilities.
COMMENTS ¢

21, The following facilities for news or music exist in the
houses: ( ) a rediffusion set. ( ) & wireless set.
( ) a padiogram, (. ). nonse,
COMMENTS:

22, The following furniture was observed in the principal
sitting roam:
Item: Number: GCondition, _Item: Number: Condition

23+ For protection against mosquitoes:
( ) all windows mosquito procfed, ( ) Bed=room windows

only mogquito proofed. ( ) nets are useds ( ) no facili-

ties exist.
COMMENTS ¢

24+ People staying in house: Total . of whom _ are
males; are femaleg,

“

v o Rt il

AT



g HQUSG_ NOe«! sevcesssssses

L pay 2,vsex;i( ) Mﬁie, ( ) FeMale.
“”. 3, In.what year were you born ?
( ) Verlfied by Blrth Certlflcate.

=M

iIn what District

o s
f_'- - 3 S

6 How 1ong have you been living here then ?
7- Are-you Fanti, &n Akwapxm or of another tribe ? (State
tribe) : :
S B Are you~( ‘) Single 2 ( ) Widowed ? ( ) Divorced ?
() Married 9
COMMENTS'
(If marrled) - How long been since flrst married
10. Wefe‘you marrled in Church or by the tradltlonal method ?
( ) in Church by the Ordinance. ( ) By a G.A. or Registrar
it _customary marr iage, Comments:

ST, For males only := Many people like to marry more than one
wife, How many wives do you have if I may ask %

| COMVENTS ; __
s ¥ O womén only = Are you a co-wife ?
z COMIMENTS ¢ ;
13, What kind of work do you do now 9
COMMENTS :

14, Do you do any other kind of work for which you earn money 92 -

{ ) No. ( ) Yess If yes what type %
15, State level of education attained, using terms in notes.
(a) For people still at school
(b) For those who have left school
COMMENTS

[}

Any Certificate

: ‘1a$ad-fo!the head of the household ?




20:. f‘ambalm to myj
‘ ) Noe € ) Yese A
SrE ( ke belong to the fe

o coumnnms.

how often do you go to worship each.man&h ?

22, Owaﬁéi other organisations or aBEooiatibhg
member ? . S g
_____ For how long? L

" " "

n M i

23« Do you get a newepapef to read ? . A5
( )Mo ( ) Yes. How often ¢ .. e
2L« Haw do you get your newspapers 9 .
( ) I subscribé to its ( ) I read a friend's.
( ) other source (State) __.. . .
Thank you for taking the trouble to ansWer my qnestianss‘

" COMMENTS
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