
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF GHANA 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

OF A 

SOCIAL SURVEY OF EGYA I 

(This survey WaS. carried out in the Christmas 

Vacation 1959/60 by nine students from the Social 

Administration Course. They worked under the 

supervision of Philip and Paula Foster, and the 

survey was done on behalf of the Cnild Development 

Research Unit.) 

) 



I 

Introduction 

I liQ.ll§ IN.Cl.J2E. 'tID...§. 

II 

III 

Construction; roofing; 

housing; Water supp l y ; 

external walls; uge of 

l atr i nes ; bathing 

facilities; cooking facilities; r edirfusion; 

mosquito prot ection. 

GENERAL DEMOGHAPi-IIC DATA 

1948 census; total popula tion; age and sex 

distribution; Tribal origin; 

l ength of r es idence. 

£ll a ce of origin; 

MARITAL STATUS 

Various data. 

. IV EDUCATION AND LITERACY 

Levels of education attained; at tendance a t 

school; newspaper r eading ; mas s literacy. 

V OCCUPA!J0NAL STRUCTURE 

Principa l and ' subsidiary occupa tions of men 

and women . 

VI RELIGIOUS AFFILIATI(JN AND CHURCH NT'TENDANCE 

Deta ils of Christian , Mo sl em and traditional 

r eligious organi sat i ons. 

VII ASSOCI./iTl.ONS 

Music and Drumming societies; benevolent 

I 

f!!Jj'/;J. 

1 

3 

6 

9 

10 

11 

11 

soc,i c ties 12 

VIII EXTRACTS FRO )vI STUDENTS' ES SAYS 

History 

Office Holders 

Clan and Lineage 

Asafo 

Fishing 

Agricul ture 

Diet 

40 

47 

52 

72 

86 

95 

106 



TABLES 
Table 

(Al~ da ta r e l a tes to EGYA I) 

1Q Genera l housip~ de t a ils. 

b Di s tr i bution o:f houses by r esidentia l :floor spa c e . 

c " " " da t e o:f construction .. 

22_ Popula tion by age an d s ex . 

b Triba l origin; 

c Plac e o r b i r t h < 

d :fo r thoGe not born in Egyao 

c Period of' residence of' 79 people born in Cape Coas t 

.PEill,C 

14 - 16 

17 

6 

18 

7 

7 

8 

District . 19 

3a Marital status. 20 

" tt of' males only. 21 

c FreQuency of' marriage (amonG married 41<.m) 0 22 

c1 Monogamous and Polyg-y-nous marriages ( among L::C1rri(;d men), 23 

6 M8.rital record (o.!.' those pre s('ntly marriccl to 1 wi:fe). 24 

HaritaJ sto.tUG of' :fcmcllcs only. 

II (o~ mcrriud u oman). 

h Fr Clu~ncy of marri:J.Go (of' married WOIWr..) • 

j " " (of widows [nd divorcees). 

l~_a Yoars o:f educatLor. completed (maleG). 

b " " II 

c Children ot: School going ;;0 attending Gchool. 

a Newspaper R~ading (males) . 

.5c. Princip:ll occupations of' ID[ les by Qt.c. 

-b Subsidiary 

c Principal 

u Subsidiary 

II 

" 
II 

" " II If 

" ... cffialcs by Gogo. 

II \I 

6 Religious a:ffiliktion by age aLa s~x. 

b Frequency chn'ch twndanc,-, by s -x. 

7 M mberShip of' associations by age ~d sex . 

(Note : Tabl s 1c, 2b , 2c, 2d arc in text, oth8rs arc 

typ~d on sep rate pages). 

26 

27 

20 

30 

35 

37 

3S 



SOCIAL SURVEY OF EGYA 

INTRODUCTION 

Students who take the t wo year Certificate in 

Social Administration spend most of their vaca tions on 

practical work, which generally includes experience in 

a social survey. The Child Development Research Unit 

required pilot surveys of certain villages, in order to 

select suitable places for studying closely over a five­

year period: it was decided to use the students on a 

pilot survey, and in the Christmas vacation nine were 

sent to Egya I, with instructions to gather certain 

information ab out the village and its iru1abitants. 

The survey had three objectives, to serve as a 

pilot survey for the Child Development Research Unit, to 

train the students in a s i mp l e survey , and to test the 

questionnaires in a village survey (samples of the f orms 

used are appended at the end of this report). We wer e 

especially fortunate in being able to arrange for skilled 

and constant supervision of the sUI'vey , as Mr . and Mrs . 

Foster agreed to spend the three week period of t he 

survey with the students. Philip Foster is an educational 

sociologist, and his wife Paula Foster a social 

anthropologist; they entered whole-heartedly into the 

survey, and v!ere able to see that students (who had a 

very limited sociological training) obtained information 

with a h i gh degree of accuracy . Each questionnaire was 

checked personall y by Mr. or Mrs . Foster, who visited t he 

!:louse if there 'liaS any doubt about the answers . They 

established a friendly and effective rapport iii th the 

chief and elders, and were fortunate in having the 

assistance of a loca l schoolmaster . 

Egya I is a small coastal village (42 h ouses, 

364 inhabitants) situated one mi le east of Anomabu, which 

1s 80 m1les along the coast from Accra. It is one of t he 

':torgotten' Fante villages, and it appeared to be of a 
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suitable size to be adequately surveyed by nine students 

in the three weeks period. It was found that there was 

time not only to complete and cross-check the original 

questionnaires, but also for each student to write an 

essay on a specific aspect of social life at. Egya. These 

asssys are based on students observations, and on 

1nformati01. given to them: in the time available it was 

not possible to check all the statements. (It is 

emphasised that this is a Preliminary Report). Students 

had also been encouraged in previous sociological classes 

to read such relevant books as Christensen's: Double 

Descent among the Fanti. Two of the students produced a 

geneology ~lacing each one of the 364 inhabitants of the 

village. 

This report thus consists of Tables compiled 

from the questionnaires, together with additional notes 

supplied by Mr. and Mrs. Foster. In addition selected 

extracts from the students essays are given. The students 

who "cook 1?art were: R.A. Akyeampong , J .E. Ashon, 

J.G. Davis, T.A. Djoleto, S.Y.K. Homenya, N~M. Kwei-Tsuru, 

E.A. Pepra, J.E. Yamson, E eA. Yeboah. 

JUNE 1960 UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF GHANA, LEOON 
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In all there are 42 fully habitable houses in Esrya , 

and also a ~ew new ones in various stages o~ construction. 

House 18 (a ~ormer chiefly residence) is now in a 

state of dereliction and was le~t out o~ the count. 

House 37 was ~ound to be an integral part o~ House 

4 and hence was left out of the count. 

Schedule numbers therefore run from 1 to 44 ex-

cluding Schedules 18 and 37. 

f.2.n.f?iFuction: 

The \'Jalls o~ all 42 houses are con§'tructed o~ SYfish, .. 
wi th occasionally 8. lower coursing o~ stones. No cement 

or other blocks were used. 

Roo~i1illl. 

19 had roofs o~ corrugated iron (2 with additional 

:fel ting). Most roofs 1.ivere in a poor state or repair. 

8 houses were roofed entirely with thatch in 

various stages of repair. 

1 house was roofed with asbestos sheeting. 14 

houses were roofed with a combination of materials: 

(a) 13 with a mixture of corrugated iron and tlntch 

(b) 1 vii th a mixture o~ iron and asbestos sheeting. 

~xternal Walls: 

19 houses had external walls of' hare unplastered 

swish. 1 8 houses had external walls which had been 

partly plastered and occasionally whitewashed. 5 houses 

had external wall s which were :fully plastered and 

whitewashed or painted . 

Age . 01: housing: 

A di~ficult thinG to assess but see Table 3. Egya 

is probably a declining village in size , but most houses 

are ••• 4/. 
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! till 

'd~ llct L f\. 

villur;c; only in 'eVl:Tl caol.;!:.J wa ' the n(.:at'cO t a IJJ1dpu;:Jp 

1 00 y~ll'ds 0):' mor~ away i'rom the house. 

Latrines! --
Virtually all the Dopulation UGe the beach. Thr~c 

houses havc inad.egu:lte, shallow dug pi t l a trines but 

occupants of the other 39 houses use the beach . 

!lei. thine La..~:iJ..:i::t.l~: 

2 houses contained a separate r oom used for bat~i~~ 

only . 1 house had ad jacent to it a cement bathhouse , 

which had been erected by the household head ,. 71ith 

separate cubicles for men and women . It was one of the 

most solidly constructed edifices in the village but 

was ~ used by residents of other houses . 27 houses 

used flimsy palm l eaf s tructures some dista~ce tram t~e 

house. 12 houses had no f:lcilities and residents took 

their bath at the beach. 

2~arin& of Bathing Factlit~~~ 

16 houses had separate fncilities for men and YfOmen . 

14 houses had joint faci lities for men and women . 12 csses 

not applicable since residents used the beuch . 

Cooking faciljJje~~ 

In fact a considerable amount of cooking was done in 

the open on coal pots etc ., but 24 houses did, in fact, 

have a separate room in the house designated as a 

k itchen and used most frequently during the rains . 

3 houses had separate roofed structures distinct from tile 

main bOdy of the house and clasGed us kitchens. 5 houses 

had open-ail" facilities only, charcoal llots or smnll op<:,u 

fireplaces. 
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In 10 cases no cooking was done in the house s, 

which were used for sleeping or sitting. Women 

forega thered together during the day and cook in 

on e house, or h ouse s wer e occupied entirely durinS 

the day by men whose food was b rought to them. 

Sharing or Cooking f acilities: 

I n 14 h ouse s cook i ng u t ensils, rirepla ces etc . , 

wer e shar e d by women in cooking . 

In 13 h ouse s separate u tensils a nd charcoal 

:9o t s , :firepl ace s etc., wer e u sed b~r women. 

I n 15 houses the categorJr was i napylico.b l e , 

i . e . oc cupi ed by 3en only or onl y one woman . 

R.e_qi~i.oll; : 

A remarkab l e amount - No less tho.n -17 hou se s 

out of' 42 were equi pped with redii'i'usion . 

lfJ<2.§.9..0 to Pr~li222: 

In only 7 J.10uses Vlere mO~CJ.ui to nets in usc and 

thc;n -~)suo.lly only by one or tHO member~ . There W~l.S 

no netting on wi ndows . 



Table 1c. -6-
Distribution of houses by date of CQD§tr~tio~ 

Period of building Number . of. houses 

Before 1900 7 
1900 - 1909 0 

1910 - 1919 5 
1920 - 1929 8 

1930 1939 8 

1940 - 1949 6 
1950 - 1959 8 

Total 42 
- ~--. 

This presents some difficulties since houses are usually 

built by being added to over a period of years, whilst 

older segments are allowed to fall into disrepair. 

(In any event people's memories are not too clear). 

However, age of houses has been assessed by reference 

to the date of building of the major portion now resided 

in. It is interesting that quite a proportion of Egya 

houses are moderately new and that, althou~l the popula­

tion of the village is probably declining, several ne'vv 

houses are being built. It should be noted, however, that, 

in the case of the latter some h ave remained in a state of 

partial completion for several years. 

It was observed by some inhabitants that houses would 

l as t a long time in Egya since only a thin layer of top 

soil overlays the solid i gneous bed rock making a firm 

foundation for houses. However, most houses have a dilapi­

dated appearance and , with the exception of s ome four or 

five houses, no real effort is made to maintain them 
properly . 

" 

II GENERAL DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 

The 1 948 Census: 
The f ollow'ing details have been extracted from the 

1948 census. Un.f'ortunate ly, statistics are only available 

for Egya 1 , 2 and 3 combined since they really constitute 
one village although spatially separated into three units . 

(In the 1931 Census, the total population of the 
t~ll"ee Egyas \7aS given as 368, an obvious underestimate 
si!1ce, i:C anythil'~g the population of Eg"Ja, like that of' 
&~omabu, has been declining). 
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Educated No.o:f No .• Person's .:per 
houses , ot:- --

std. Std. 
/,,.1'. 

House Room or com- ro---w 
3-LJ. 7 pounds oms 
(incl or 

hi- ! 

gher 
~-- --~ 

7 6 86 252 7.6 2.6 

TI~is is a l most certainly an underestimate o:f population al t hough 

better than 1931. Egya 1 now has over 360, and Egya II seems 

almost as big, though people deny it; as Egya I is the oldest 

and pol iticall y the most important, that makes the inhabitants 

:feel that it has a greater population. The population of' the 

three Egyas i s probab l y 800 or over. 

As the population is almost certainly declining, then the 

-1948 census :figure (653) coul d well be greatl y underest i mated. 

As regards rooms, houses or compounds no de:finitions are given in 

the census and consequentl y any comparision would be :fairly 

meaningl ess. (In any event there are no separate :figures :for I, 

I I &. I II). 

Nothi ng can be said about education except that Egya I by. 

itsel:f compares not un:favourably with the :figures given :for I, 

II and I II combined i n 1948. 

Tribal Origin ~ the l2.eople o:f Egya 

Fanti 

Yoruba 

359 

5 

Total 364 

Table 2c 0 

Pl ace o:f birth 

Born i n Egya I .. 204 

Born in Egya II & II I == 11 

Born in Egya (but 

not speci :fi ed as I , II 
& III) == 46 
Born outside Egya == .:1.9..:i.. 

364 
~ 

(including one Yoruba) 
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Cape COD-ot District :::: 79 

Ashallt i Region :::: 15 

Ahnnta Nzima :::: 2 

Wassaw Aowin :::: 2 

Accra :::: 2 

Ibadan (Nigeria) :::: 2 

I vory Coast :::: 1 --
103 

Districts here re~erred are those of the 1948 census. 

~se bor~n Ashanti 

These form the only appreciable group born outside Cape Coast 

District (6 in Kurna si District, 7 in Bekwai and 2 in Wenchi 

Sunyani). The group includes 5 males and 10 females but of the se 

9 have lived all but a fevv months of their lives in Egya. Of the 

remain i ng 6 there are : 

One girl of 17 who has lived 4 years in Egya. 

One boy of 14 y"ho has lived 1 year in Egya . 

One girl of 14 who has lived 3 ye ar s in Egya . 

One boy of 14 who has lived 3 ye ar s in Egya . 

One woman of 37 who has lived 19 years in Egya . 

One man of 59 ,vho has lived 50 ye ars in Egya . 

With the exception of an adult Yorub a couple all other res;Ldents 

of' Egya born outside the Cape Coast District or .'..shanti have 

-lived in Egya nearly all their lives • 

. 1'h.ose b9.rn iYL~CC!-.J?~e Sp~al3LDi§..tX.ict 

The table shows tha t most of' those born outside Egya in 

Cape Coast District, have sper..t many years i n Eg~Ta . These 

number 79 in all, but of' these L~2 were born i n villages lying 

'!lithin a five mile radius of' Egya. Furthermore , 21 out of' these 

42 peopl.e were born in villages recognised to be tied to the 

chieftainship of Egya and very close rela tions exist with these 

villae;es. 
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~111ages. (They include Akurobaadze, Amoahda, Anomansa, 

Adambo, Ogookrom). 

All these factors stress the considerable homogenei~y 

in terms of origin and residence of the people of Egya. 

III : ,¥!IJLIT.1\L ST1~TU.§. 

M.ode <?£J22ptractiDP: Marri~....§!l!!..o n.E. the Ma.le ~d. 
~ale ~pulati9n of Egya 

This section contains data on marriage: it is seen that 

the vast majority (134 of 139) of those married h ave been 

married by customary sta tus. 

Tables 3a, b, f, and g. deal with marit a l status, showing 

tha t of 167 persons over the age of 20, 7 are single, 133 

married and 27 widowed or divorced. Details are given for 

ma'les and females, by age. Of the 89 married women, 41 are co-

Yfives. 

Of the 139 married, 65 have been married once only 

(Tables c & h). 

38 of the 50 married men have only one vdfe, but 14 of 

these 38 have contracted previous marriages (Tablesd and e). 

Of 50 married men in Egya 48 were married by customary 

.procedure. 

1 man, now married to only one wife was married in church 

(Roman Ca tholic ). 

1 ma n married his first wife in chu~ch (Roman Ca tholic), 

but ha s since acquire d a second wife under customary procedure. 

He is living with b oth. 

(b) Women: 

Of 89 married women in Egya 86 were married by customary 

procedu.re. 

1 woman was married by Methodist rit es but is now a co-

wife, her husband having married again under customary pro-' 

oedure. 
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1'111agoo . ( Thwy includu Jlkur ob ull(hw , I.mound I, f.noIlw.nc' , 

Adtclnbo , Ogookl'om). 

,All thc'"'\.; 1'tlctors ntroo o thu cono1der',lblc homoW.JnGity 

in tCl'lllS 0:C ol'igi n :md rULlidoncc of tho poople of' Ee;yu . 

III : Mjl:F)JjiJ, §.TATUJl 

~10q.c 05 _CO}ltp.:.\c.tJ.n r M,~1.rri;lJ.:G.. :lln.oJ~f' thc _MoJo .png, 
E2,ema.lo POJ2..ul a t i~on o(j:'£y'a 

n1i s se c tion contains data on marriage : it is seen that 

the Vo.st ma jority (1 34 of' 1 39) of' thosc married ho.ve been 

marr i ed by cus t omary st~tus . 

Tab l es 3a , b, 1', and g . deal with marito.l status , sho':/inE 

th~t of' 1 67 persons over tho age of' 20 , 7 are Single , 133 

mar~"ied a nd 27 widovlCd 01' divorced . DetailG o.1'e gi-ren :'01' 

:.13.1 8S and f'ema l es , by abo . Of' the 89 m2rried "'lOmen , 41 are co-

·;fives . 

Of' thc 1 39 mQrried , 65 have been married once only 

(Ts.b l es c & h) • 

38 of' the 50 marr i ed men he ve only one ':IiI 0, but 14 of' 

these 38 ho.v e contro.c tod previ ous mo.rri~ges (Tables d &nd e) . 

Co.} Ecn: 

Of' 50 marr i ed men in Egya 48 were m,-,rr i ed by customary 

pr o cedure . 

1 man , now married t o onl y one \/ i f'o was marr i ed in church 

(Roman CC1. t holic ). 

1 ma n marr i ed h i s :L'i rst \',11'e i n church (Romcm Catholic), 

but ho.s s i n c e o.c quircd :..l second wi f'e under cus t omarJr procedure . 

He is living wi t h b o th . ' 

(b ) Women: 

Of' 89 married women in Egy-a 86 were marr i ed by cu s tomo.ry 

procedure. 

1 woman was marrie d by Me thodi s t r i t OG 'but is now 3. co-

vvi:fe, her husb and h o.ving married ~ga in undor customary pro -

oedure. 
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1 Woman was married by Catholio rites but is now a co-

wi~e, her husband having married again by customary procedure. 

I Woman married by Roman Catholic rites remains the sole wi~e 

in a monogamous marriage. 

Irv : EDUCATION AND LITERACY 

Tables l-l-a and b give deta ils o~ the education o~ males 

~nd ~emales, o~ those above school age (265) only 42 (or 

16%) have received any ~ormal education - 28 have completed 

various primary standards, 13 middle standards, and I h as 
I 

obtained a teachers s certi~icate. 

O~ the 85 children o~ school going age, 25 (29%) attend 

school, the boys h aving 43% and the girls 17% at school. 

(table c) 0 

Tab le d shows that 9 o~ the whoJe population read news-

papers. 

Nev~pa~er Reading by Females, in Rgea 

Of' 209 ~emales i n Egya only t wo have access to a news-

paper - in both cases daily. 

(a) A girl o~ 19, who has recently completed M.4, 

reads her ~atherls daily newspaper (English). 

(b) A young woman of' 27, the wif'e o~ the resident 

school teacher, (she has completed her education, 

to M.2), has access to her husband's daily news­

paper (English). 

~~ss EducaJion in Egya 

Out of' a total ~emale popula tion of' 209, only three 

women have attended mass educ a tion clas s es. In no case were 

the classes held in the vicinity of' Egya. The women were all 
• 

in the age group 15 to 30 (all married). Two termina ted the 

course without taking a certi~icate but the third is still 

making the e~f'ort to attend classes some miles away. 

No male ~rom Egya has ever attended Mass Education Classes. 
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V: OCCU..f.6.1IOHAL _STRUC~T.JM 

Details arc given on the principal and subsidiary 

occupations of men and women, showing f'ishing as the main 

o~upation f'or men, and f'ish-trading as that for women. 

(Details were collated of' the principal and subsidiar~l 

occupations of' unmarried, married, divorced and widowed women, 

but the totals of' the last two categories are too low (7 and 14 

respectively) to be of value statistically). 

Table...5..cl .. 

Notes:-

(a) No unmarried woman or girl has any subsidiary 

occupation in Egya. 

(b) "Stone collecting" is collection of' building 

stone f'or road building and house construction. 

(c) "Water carrying" - although only listed as an 

occupation by one \yoman - is f'requently perf'ormed 

by children. It is an essential part of' the 

distilling industry since water must be carried 

some distance to the bush stills. Up to 5/- a 

day can be earned at this task. 

VI RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION MiD CHURCH ATTENDANCE c.-.. ._ - ...... ___ ~-. . - ___ ..... ~ .. ~~~~~ 

The ri;rures on religious arf'iliation in Egya are f'airly 

unreliable since individuals Y/ere not a sked_ whether they were 

of'ficially ba.Jatise,.g fl1embers of' a Church - the only evidence or 

baptism was f'or 14 Methodists and 10 Catholics; a larger 

number may have been baptised, but no documentary evidence 

Attend:::.nce figures are probably overstated. The larger 

number of' Tigar~ devotees is due to the inf'luence of' a 

particular Tigare Priest vmo resides in the village. 
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The general heading "Other Fetish" was used. where 

individuals expressed a specific and active interest in 

some worship other than Tigare - Fetish is nDt I'eally a 

good term since this worship involved Ebusua bosom, 

Egya-bosom and Oman-bosom e.g. Segu Alru(ah (Omanbosom), 

Omeano and Obanyan (Egyabosom) - over 12 in all. 

The majority shown as "No af'f'iliation" probably perf'orm 

ancestral rites, and there is no doubt that a good proportion 

of "Christians l1 take part in Tigare and other rituals. 

VIr : ASSOC~ATIONS 

iViembership of' an Asaf'o was not used as a c a tegoFY, since 

material seemed too confused and clear dif'f'erentia tion was 

seldom made by students between dif'f'erent Asaf'o companies. 

In addition, People occasionally said they were not members 

of' an Asaf'o, when in f'act they were almost certainly born 

into one. 

The actual voluntary associations are listed in the 

table 0 

In view of' the small numbers involved, mean periods of' 

membership are not particularly meaningful except f'or one or 

two of' the larger societies. 

Kolomashie - menn period 

Methodist Singing Band 

Adenkum 

~~Qic& DrumminR SQ~ieti$s: 

of' 

(a) Catholic Singing Band. 

(b) Methodist Singing Band • . 

membership is 2 ye ars 4 months. 

-do- 7 years 

-do- L~ years 

(c) Kolomashie - the l argest society, mostly young people 

both men and women (Kolomashi e is a Ga word) . 

(d) Oga . 

(e) Ompe t h is is mainly f'or Yo"lLng people but this member 

joined many years ago. 
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(t') Ol{rodo - mainly fOl:' older pco:olc 'but in rlyinc (j1.tt 

now. 

13e.l.1~vo l el'it Soc i~~~J,cs :, 

(n ) Tsem~ Mbo a Kuw 

(b) J\kyese nntse de ewi e . 

(c) Adenkum - Women only - also ha s music and dancing 

a lthough males do the dr'umming . 

(d) Da bi na Ilbohtm - Women only - Also h as 

s inging a nd dancing activities. 

Politica~ Part~£§: 

C.P.P. (Convention Peoples Party) 

F~ligious Grou~ ioe. Bible Study etc. 

"Christ Little Band" (Methodist) 

Amateur Theatrical: 

tfTvvo Bob stl - a sort of' glee boys group :for yOU1'l.g men. 



TABLE 1~ 

GENERAL STATISTICS ON HOUSING 
~_. --- ~ ... - ~_'-'-""4~ ___ ----1------A;rea of' No. of' Mean No. of' Uean No. of' Area of' external Mean area of' 

No. I Residen$1al Occupants Residential rooms or')cupants ventilation floor space per 
Floor space Floor space per per room (in SQ. ft.) 1 SQ. f't. of' 

occupant (in sQ. ventilation 
f't.) 

- -~~~-~~ 
-::tIao~~ 

1 1404 9 156.0 7 1.3 11:8 11.9 
~ 

2 1619 7 231.3 9 0.8 242 6.7 

3 2155 20 107.8 17 1.2 264 8.2 

it 2082 28 74.4 15 1.9 288 7.3 

5 806 14 57.6 6 2.3 115 7.0 

6 1709 3 569.6 7 0.4 97 17.6 

7 560 1 560.0 3 0.3 . 81 6.9 
8 640 7 91.4 3 2.3 36 17.7 

9 570 7 81.4 3 2.3 48 11.9 
10 780 7 111.4 5 1.4 54 14.4 
11 616 1; 616.0 6 0.2 138 4.5 
12 1.197 211 57.0 9 2.3 174 6.9 

13 851 7 1; 2.1 • 6 6 1.2 74 11.5 
14 360 11 32.7 4 2.8 40 9.0 ,. 
15 1030 10 103.0 7 1.4 84 12.3 
16 816 6 136.0 6 1.0 72 11.2 
17 2592 6 432.0 12 0.5 237 10. 9 
18 Abandoned - partly derelict 

. ',.=, ~~~ .~~ __ ." , .• =~o .. =~ ~=~=~ .. ~L ~=~~ .~~ .~=.~ ~~.~ J~_=~_" ,.o ... ,L,.~~ .~ .. ~ , .... ~ .. ,, -~='~~~~ =-_~=~~, .~ .. .. ·. ~~ .. ·_" o_, . - ~ •• .• -.~ _ .. -.- .- '-' 



-
Uesn No. of Area. of external Meun area. ot 

tid I r o"-..J occupants vent 11 ut i on floor space pel' 
Flear space p er . per roo' 1 (in s q. ft .) 1 sq. :rt. of 
occupant (in sa. ventilation 
ft . ) 

~--~-,-- --........--~.~- ............ ~.-

704. C 5 0. 2 44- '1 G.O 
97. 6 13 1. 6 172 11.9 

1 902 11" 64.. 4 6 ~. 3 69 13.1 
IL'~9 4 112. 2 3 1. 3 48 9.1~ 

65. 8 7 2. 3 5.5 19. 
J ' ;,:. J" 1{) 98. 6 5 2. 0 122 8.9 

1 r;15J ~7 95. 0 12 1. tj. 188 1B.4 
1I.j.0 5 228. 0 8 0. 6 8ll 13.6 

:7 810 5 162. 0 6 0. 8 c1 '17 6.9 
9 26. 0 2 4. 5 81 2.8 

6EG '1 666. 0 7 0. 1 94 7.1 
0 S20 13 70. 8 8 1. 6 9L~ 9.8 
1 [.1 ~ 10 81 . 2 6 1. 7 51j. 15.0 
1"1 1237 1l~ 123. 7 10 1. 0 176 7.0 "-

:5 1095 10 109. 5 7 1. 4 63 17 .L~ 
819 e 102. 4 4 2. 0 h9 16.7 

1419 10 141 . 9 4 2. 5 Bf; 16.1 
4l.4 5 e8. 8 3 1.7 76 5.e 

l!"\corporatcc1 as a~· L'1.tcgral p:lrto'f Houze ~ra ,. 4 
8 384 Tc:nporar1ly uht c::1antec1 2 3) 11.6 

1~~ ___ .f .j. __ J ___ ~;~j __ . ____ ; ___ i __ :_:_~ ____ . _ _ __ _ 1~~ 
8. 

40 7. 
? 7 . 

• ~ • • • •••• # . ......... - .. 
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TABLE 1 Q. (can td. ) 
.;.A:~=,:or-~ ~ -, ~- - ~~~~~=~, ~~<,-.-.~~~ 

.A;rea of' No. of' Mean No. of' Mean Ho. of' Area of' external Mean area .f' 
Residential Occupants Residential rooms occupants ventilation floor space per 

(in s'1. ft.) Floor space 

~ 

42 686 

43 135 -
4lt 264 

~. 

TOTALS 40217 
. 

~ .-- .... - ., .. 

!> 

Floor space l-er per room 
occupant (in s'1. 
:ft.) 

= - ..... --'""""' ~=----~e ~-I--~~ r-~ - ~ 

5 135.2 3 1.7 

4 33.8 1 4.0 
6 440 0 2 3.0 

364 110.5 262 1.4 
. . . . . - -==~- - ~~ ......- ..-...--. ",. ....... """"'"--' .~-" ,-.. .... ~ . 

rAean numoer of' persons per dwelling ••• 
Mean residential f'loor space per person 

Mean numuer of' persons per room ••• 

• •• ... 
. -

. .. 

. .. 

67 
21 

19 

4186 
. -

:::o..:--p·-""IO-~--r.:oo."r 

8.7 
11,0.5 sq. f't. 

1.4 

1 st. ft. of' 
ventilation 

10.2 
6.4 

13.9 

17.1 
. 

On Schedl.:lle "A" rooms were classif'i ed oy type - oed rooms, living rooms, stores - out in fact this 
introduces a f'airly artif'icial classif'ication Since rooms are f're quently interchangeable in f'unction, 
e.g. Kitchens and stores are not inf're'1uently used as bedrooms at n ight and the nature of' the 
roomn is not usually such as to preclude them f'rom serving several f'unctions. 

As a result it was decided to assess residenti a l f'loor space area by including a ll rooms 
in a house with the exception of' :. ~ 

(a) Open courtyards lying within the lady of' the house. 

(b) Stool rooms kept locked and under no circumstances used f'or resident ial purposes, but 
only f'or keeping the stool and regalia. 

(c) Small rooms devoted entirely to a shrine and not used f'or residential purposes. 
(The latter two categories were only met with in two or three heuses). 



Residential 
1.1001' spao e 
in sq. ft. 

2500 and above· 

2000 - 2499 

oidulltiul flror 

Number of' 
H0110CG 

1 

3 
--..-~ .. --_-. ... -- .,.. ..••. :--- --"'" 

1500 - 1999 3 

1000 - 1499 9 

500 - 999 17 

499 and belov! 9 

TOTAL 42 

• This exceptionally large house is in fact 

the only double storey building in Egya. 
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TABLE ~ 

POPQLATION BY AGE AND SEX 

=' ~,~-

Age Group 

=-==-- ===--- .~ . 

Less 
1 ye 

than 
ar 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 .. 
10 -
15 -
20 -
25 -
30 

9 
14 
19 
24 
29 
34 
39 
44 
49 

35 -
40 -
45 -
50 -
55 -
60 -
65 -
70 -
75 -
80 -
85 an 

54 
5~ 

64-
69 
74 
79 
84 
G. over 

T OTAL 

~, 

sex 
Male Female 

15 8 

9 1:5 
11 4 
4 8 
9 7 

2-3 28 

15 18 
8 15 

10 24 
6 12 
7 11 
5 9 
6 14 • 
7 13 
6 4 
4 8 
6 2 

3 3 
1 2 

- 2 

- 1 

- 1 
.- ~ ~-...: 

155 209 
~~~~~3L~:" -

- .-

- Total Percentage Percen-tage 
of Total (age groups) 

23 6.3 
24 6.6 
15 4.1 24.7 
12 - 3.3 
16 4.4 
51 14.0 ~ 23.0 
33, 9.0 
23 6.3 

34 9.3 
18 4.9 
18 4.9 34.7 

14 3.8 
20 5.5 
20 5.5 
10 2.8 
12 3.3 

8 2.2 
6 1.7 117'.5 

3 .9 
2 -. 6 
1 .3 
1 .3 

- -
- , 364 100.0 

-

. -

.- . - ~ 

Under 5 

5-14 yrs 

15-44 yrs 

45 and ov 

--~~~~ 

. . 
~~~.,- .........,.... - • ..lI'_ ~.~ . -. ,...-~ _..,...._.- __ =--.. -=-r-~. -~ .. -- .=~~ ~"" -;."".'- -- ..... . ~--.'-"- ~-'> 

Male Population = 42.6% of total population 
Female population = 57.4% of total population 

, , 

• 

• 

er 
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Jable ~ 

'p~ri.Q£L of' Reside1l.ce h:. Ep;ya 01' populillon1?_<lr.n in Cnue Const District..:-~ by Age and Sex 
Period or Residence =- ==--

Key: 

l? = ::(11c" F == Fern' ole: T == Total. 



-

-

0 

10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
1)0 

55 
60 
65 
70 
75 
80 
85 
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!..A1lLEl.3 a 

~lARITAL STA?US OF THE TOTAL POPULATION OF Elli 
- ----~lvfA:rJ:"Affu FEIIA(E':= )ff:AQ~ 

~ ~-

Age Marital status 
- -

Group Single Married Wid.owed Divorced 
-~ 

- 9 141 - - -
- 14 32 1 - -
- 19 18 5 - -
- 24 6 27 - 1 

- 29 1 15 - 2 

- 34 - 1,8 - -
- 39 - 13 - 1 

- 44 - 18 -. 2 

- 49 - 17 - 3 

- 54 - 10 - -
- 59 - 5 5 2 

- 64 - 6 2 -
- 69 - 3 2 1 

- 71-/- - 1 2 -
- 79 - - 2 -
- 84 - - 1 -
and ov er - - 1 -

--~ 

Total 
r--~~~- ~--. 

141 
33 
2.3 
34 
18 
18 
14 
20 
20 
10 
12 

8 

6 

3 
2 
1 
1 - .~ ----..-:.--- . ~-.,..,...-~ .......... -,- ~ .~ f- - ~-- •• ~~~ . 

TOT J:L 198 139 15 12 3611-
... -. ~~.~!~!~ ~.! ~~ ~-~;_ =-!-.!~"-: __ __ ~ .. 0.--'* .. ...:.. _~ __ ~~ -~ ""_ - .L -t -4 * ...... . .. 

,Note§ : 

( a ) "S i flr;l e " r efers to thoGC uho at no t :i.me hav e ev er 
ent e r ed i nto any f'orm of' marriage wheL;he r customary , 
i n Church or' under the Ordinance. 

(b) "MarricuY refers to Qll those 'vIi t h a present legal 
SpOUB OI' spouses \7hether these are resident s of the 
village or not . 

(c) "Wid owed" and " divorced" refer to those a t pr esent 
h a vine no legal spouse vlhether under cust omar y l aw 
or the Ordi nanc e . 



Age 
GrOl1.p 
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:LABLE ..ll? 

MARITAL STATUS OF EGYA MALES BY AGE GROUP 

-- -

Marit a l status 
~-

Single Married Widowed Divorced 

-, 
-~ 

Tot a l 
-~~- ~ 

0 

5 1 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

1 L~ 86 

19 8 

24 4 

29 1 

34 -
39 -
44 -
49 -
54 -
59 -
64 -
69 -
74 -

- -
- -
6 -
5 -
7 -
4 -
5 -
7 -
6 -
2 -

, 
5 1 

2 -
1 -

-
-
-
-
-
1 

1 

-
-
2 

-
1 

-

8 6 

8 

1 o 

6 

7 

5 

6 

7 

6 

4 

6 

3 

1 
-~ .. ~~.~.~ .... '----- '--...- -. 

T OTAL 99 50 1 5 15 5 
... ~~ ~'E~'>l . ..: ~~~~ ~~Bt~-*'.a:·~~_~~ -. - ~ 

NOTES ! 

(a) "Marri ed" ref'ers to men now actually possessed 
of' a wif'e irrespective of' thei r previous 
n.:::ri tal record. 

(b) "Di vorcedtl a.ncl a ',.ridowed" ref'er to men not 
actually possessed of' a wif'e at th e present 
time - A f'air ~)roportion of' men who are noVl 
cl~ssif'ied as tlr:1nrried" may have been 
eli vorced ClIld rridowed previously. 

• 



Age 
Group 

~~ 

2D-24 

25-29 

~-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

55-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-74 
" 

TOTAL 

- 22 -

!.ABLE...2q 

FgJR1J1!NCY OF MARRIAGE OF MARRIED MALES 

-

Number of Times Mar ried 
-

Ne t Once Twice 3X 4X 5X 6x 7X 8X 
IU1.OW 

.- - -

...;. 6 - - - - - - -
- 3 a - - - - - -
- 5 1 1 - - - - -
- 2 1 1 - - - - -
- :2 3 - - - - - -
- 1: 4 1 - 1; - - -
- 4 1! 1 - - - - -
- - - 1 - - - - 1 

1 1 1 - 2 - - - -
- - 1 1 - - - - -
- - - - - 1 - - -

- - -

1 24 1'4 6 2 2: - - 1 

-

~ ~-

Total 
~~_.:.r---":"- _ " 

6 

5 

7 

4 

5 

7 

6 

2 

5 

2: 

1 
.. 

50 
-

,-",=---~ = =. .. - = - - - . - - ~ . .... ..3 -
NOTES: 

(a) This tabl e onl y refers to men actually 
classified as "married" i.e. it exc l udes all 
categorised as div0rced or widowed. 

(b ) It incl udes both polygynous and monogamous males. 

(c) It does not indicate how many wives a man is 
living with now but merely gives a record of a 
man's total .)f marriages contracted whether 
these marriages are still ext ant or ended in 
widowerhood or divorce. 
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:tABLE fd 

MONOQMIIOUfiju'JD POLYGYNOUS MARRIAGES AMONG MARRIED ~~ 
- - = BY AGE -

Age 
G:r:oup 

20 - 24 

25 - 29 

30 - 34 

35 - 39 

40 - 44 

45 - 49 

50 - 54 

55 - 59 

60 - 64 

65 - 69 

70 - 74 

One 
Wif'e 

6 

5 

7 

4 

4 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Two 
Wives 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

T.Jtal number of' pre.sent wives 

Three Four 
Wi ves Wives 

1 

1 

Five 
Wives 

1 

Total 

6 

5-

7 

4 

5 

7 

6 

2 

5 

2 

1 
~-"'-~~~-r=~~+==~~_ ~ .. ~.~==I='~~~- -~~~~~=-f"'-~~ 

TOTAL 38 9 2 - 1 50 

NOTES: 
-~ - (a) This ref'ers only to a ctual number of' legal wives 

at present, no t to record of' marriages, e.g. 
The male in the age group 70-74 has at present 
only one wif'e but in f'act has had f'i ve w·i ves in 
all. 

(b) In several marriages the wives may not be 
actually resident in Egya and hence are not 
included in any aspect of' the survey_ 



Age 
Group Once 

20-.-j 6 
~ 

25 29 i 
30 .- 34 i 
~: -:1 
45 49 i 
50 - 54 i 

1 

4 

55 - 59 ! 
60 - 64 1 ~ 1 

65 - 69 I 
I 

- 2l.j. -

Number o~ times married 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

·*%:~;~::~ta_·;_:~Fb~~2=4=kf::=~8~-~·-=--_.~3~=-·~1---1=q--=:=~_~-

5 

7 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

1 

1 

38 

A high proportion (over 30%) o~ males who are now 
married to one wi~e only, have had previous marriages. 
It was un~ortunately impossible to discover accurately 
how previous marriages had ended, whether by divorce or 
death o~ spouse but it is lil{ely that most previous 
marriages ended in divorce. I~ anything this kind o~ 
record is an under-statement of the extent o~ 'serial' 
marriages. 
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--- .---~ - --~ ~.~ ~ ~~~. __ ~",,". ~ ........ -........:;.00 -.._~ ..... -
Age Marital sta tus 

1------ - --....-..~---- - ~ 

Group Singl e Mar- Wido- Divorced Tota l 
r.i ed _wed~_ 

r--'-~-

, i 

0 - 9 70 - - - 70 

10 14 

I 
17 1 I 18 - - -

15 - 19 10 I 5 - - 15 

20 - 24 ! 2 21 - 1 24 , 

25 - 29 - ; 10 - 2 12 

30 - 34 - I 11 - - 11 

35 - 39 - 9 - - 9 

40 - 44 - 13 - 1 14 

45 - 49 - I 10 - 3 13 ~ 

50 54 
, 

4 - k 4 - - I -

55 - 59 - 3 5 - 8 

60 - 64 - 1 1 - , 
2 

65 - 69 - ! 1 2 - 3 

70 - 74 - ~ - 2 - 2 
I 

t 75 - 79 - - 2 - 2 

80 - 84 - - 1 - , 1 

85 & over -k± 1 - 1 
. '. ~~ . ~ . .- ~--=,...-- :::..--..~ 

Total 99 89 14 7 209 
,~ . ---.--- - .. ~......-.....,-..;. ..... . 

~-~ .. ~~- -~-



Table -2g. 

Age 
Group 

10 - 14 

15 - 19 

20 - 24 

25 - 29 

30 - 34 

35 - 39 

40 - 44 

45 - 49 

50 - 54 

55 - 59 

60 - 64 

65 - 69 

Total 

- 26 -

~~ital Status __ o~ Married~omenbx Age 

3 

14 

7 

6 

4 

4 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

5 

5 

9 

4 

4 

1 

41 

Total 

1 

5 

21 

10 

11 

9 

13 

10 

4 

3 

1 

1 

89 



Age 
Group 

10 - 14 
115 - 19 
2D - 24 
25 - 29 
30 - 34 
35 - 39 
40 - 44 
45 - 49 
50 - 54 

55 - 59 
60 - 64 
65 - 69 --- TOTAL 

....... -- '""'"='>-

lIi"OTES: 
(a) 

(b) 

(c) 
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TABLE,lh 

mmQ~JTCY OF MARRIAG,!,S . AMQ~G EGYA MARRIEp VVOI@lL.l1WLDDIHG PRESENT MARRIAGE - 15Y AGE 

Sole wives in Monogamous Marriages Co-wives in Polygynous Marriages 
GrD1ld -= 

Once Twice Three Four Not Total Once Twice Three Four Not T(tal Total 
Times Times Known Times Times KnmVTJ. 

-~ 

- - - - - - - - - - - 1 1 

3 - - - - 3 2 - - - - 2: 5 
10 1 - - 3 14 4 1 - - 2 7 21 

5 - 1 - 1 7 3 - - - - 3 10 
2. 1 - - 3 6 - 1 - - 4 5 11 . 

1i - 1 - 2: 4 1 1 1 - 2 5 9 
1 - - 1 2 4 2· 2 - - 5 9 13 
1 2 ., 1 2 6 :2 - - - 2 4 10 

- - - - - - 1 1 2 - - 4 4 
1 1 - - - 2 - - - - 1 1 3 

- - - - 1 1 - - - - - - 1 

1 - - - - 1 - - - - - - 1 
~ I-=-=~ - .. 

25 5 2 2 14 48 16 6 3 - 16 41 89 
.,..... .. - ~~ = =-====. ::a:.~~- . -0. ==== ", ~-,*-., - ~.- -=--=------ _. 

The table only re~ers to women actually married now, ioe. exeludes divorces and widows now living 
alone. 
Just over i o~ the married women (31) were not prepared to give s~~icient in~ormation regarding 
previous marriages and it is possible that this table considerably underestimates the number o~ 
marriages women enter into. It was impossible to ascertain whether most previous marriages ended 
in widowhood or c.1-vorce but a hi gh proportion o~ divorces is likely .. 
This ~uestion was not asked speci~ically on the ~uestionnaire but most interviewers attempted 
to obtain t h is in~ormationo 
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TABLE ~i 

FREQUENCY OF PREVIPQ§_}1ARRIjJ.GES PJiONCLE.QXA,WOMEN NOW_ CLASSIFIED @.J21-Y.QR,JLED OR WIDO~ - BY AGE 

~""'-~, 
_ ...... --.--. 

• ________ ~. RpA 

Widowed Divorced 
Age 

Group Three Not Three Not 
Once Twice Times Known Total Once Twice Times Knovm Total 

~-
<.-"'- '-IE; __ 

20 - 24 - - - - - 1 - - - 1 

25 - 29 - - - - - 1 1 - - 2 

30 - 34 - - - - - - - - - -
35 - 39 - - - - - - - - - -
40 - 44 - - - - - - - - 1 1 

45 - 49 - - - - - - - 2 1 3 

.50-54 - - - - - - - - - -
55 - 59 2 1 - 2 5 - - - - -
60 - 64 1 11 - - - - -- - -
65 - 69 - - - 2 2 - - - - -
70 - 74 2 - - - 2 - - - - -
75 - 79 2 - - - 2 - - - - -
80 - 84 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
85 and over - 1 - - 1: - - - - -

~~ t-~~ 

TOTAL 7 2 - 5 14 2 1 2 2 7 
-.. ' .. .-

Grand 
Total 

1 

2 

-
-
1 

3 

-
5 
.. 
I 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 
~ 

21 
~"':>."~~~~ 

~ - ~.-.~ -.~ .- " ,- ~."""_JL..-" .-=,,-.~ - "" ... -~ --.~.-~ 

WOTES: 
.... _ •.• _.-:r,'-"""-~. -.,:c:. 

(a) In the case of i of these women ade'luate informa t ion 'was not available. 

(b) If anything this table undere~timates the degree of serial marr i age . -
proportion of elderly widows who c laim to have only been mar 'ied once. 
reluctance to give det a ils of early marrio.ges or indico.te thClt di vor c o 
was formerly less fr'e'luent. 

Note the high 
This ~1..~y 1.'0 
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TABLE 4a 

THE MALE POPULATION MOv]} SCHOOL AGE (6 ~ljL.ARS) SJiOWING YE@S OF FORHAL EDUCATION ACTUALLY COMPLETE (ntCLtIDING 
MALES AX PRESENT Nr SCHOOL 

Age 
Gro~ 

Total Not Icorn- Com­
Widowed attend- pleted plet 
in Age ing nr P.1 P.2 
GrC'11p did not 

attend 
sch("lol 

Com- Com- Com- Com- Gnm- Com- Com­
pleted pl,eted pleted pletod pleted pleted plet 
P.3 p.4 P.5 p.6 M~1 M.? M.3 

Com­
plet 
M.4 

6 - 9 20 14 4 1 1 - I - 6 
1'0 - 14 115 5 3 2 2 2 1 - 1- 10 
15 - 19 8 5 1 2 1- 3 
20 - 24 1 0 7 1 2. - I - 3 
25 - 29 6 6 
30 - 34 7 7 
35 - 39 5 5 
40 - 44 6 6 

45 - 49 7 5 I - 1 - 1 - I - I 1 I - I 2 
50 - 54 6 5 1 
55 - 59 4 3 I 1 I - - I - \- I 1 
60 - 64 6 6 

65 - 69 3 I 2 j - I - I - t 1 j I i 7:0:fl~4 1~ 76 .. 4 : . 2 F: 4 j~ _1::: ":-':2 1 I - 3 
'~-~~--.~.. ~=-'-= "'--">1::- ......-:-. "" __ -,,"...uc~~~_ ... _~_.~ ~. ~ .... ... ~~ ___ ~ __ ~_"' __ 

NOTES: 
F~r the older generation the standard rea ched ha s b een adjus ted to conform t l) the Ile\.," te.l"ninolc gy. 
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!.!.BLE @. 

THE .EEl/TALE ~~--1.iliLQ~L EGYA ABOVE S*CllilQ1,,.MiE~~~.'i~f\RS) SHOWJ1:rs.Y):~n.8~"~Q.~ l!:OB-J.i:AL EDUCATION.. ACTUALLl COMPLETED 
D:HcLUDnm.....EEHALES ATJRESElT~ AT sQJlQQbl 

. 

-
1 
1 
2 

2 

3 
~~ 

4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 

7 
7 
8 
8 

. - .~- . ~-

Total Total GQIn-

Widowed not pleted 
in Ag8 attend- P.1 
Group in or 

did not 
attond 
school -. ,. 

:) - 9 22 20 -
) - 14 18 14 -
5 - 19 15 11 -
J - 24 24 24 -
5 - 29 12 11 -
J - 34 11 10 -
5 - 39 9 8 -
J - 41.1- 1 Lj. 14 -
5 - 49 13 13 -
o - 54 1+ 4 -
5 - 59 8 7 -
o - 64 2 2 -
5 - 69 3 3 -
o - 7L+ 2 2 -
S -> 79 2 2 -
0-84 1 1 -o-

S ond overl 1 1 -

.~ :!~i~ _ J~6': i": 1, ~_I. .. 
_ .... , _ • • ___ .... .... " .. ............ JL .. .. ___ .. ... ..... ______ ..... """"- _____ 

Com- Com-
pleted pleted 
F.! P.3 

2 .. 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- 1 

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
2 ! 1 

I 

- ->0;.0._. .---=-0.--

Com- Com-
pleted pleted 
p.4 P.5 

- -
1 1 
- -- -
- -
- -- 1 

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
1 2 , , 

~=-=- -.~ 

-~ 

Com- C0111-
pleted plete 
p.6 M.1 

- -
1 -
- -
- -
- -
- -- -
- -
- -- -
1 -- -- -
- -
- -
- -
- -

- ~ 

2 -

~.. ---~ 

Com­
diplete 

M.2 

--"- . ......-.~~ 

1 
2 

1 

4 

Com- Com- Attd. "B" 
pleted pleted Secan Col­
M.3 M.4 dary lege 

2 

2 

"A" Total 
001- of' 
lege those 

with 
some 
school­
ing 

2 

4 
4 

1 

1 
1 

1 

14 
.~~:A:: T " ,---h me _4 mr -- j ,b 

=- - - - .... '"" ~ .• -~ ., .~-.............. -~-. - -~~~ ............... ~...,.~~---



Table 4c. 
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Children O~ SChoolgoin; age in Egya 
(Between 6 & 15 _earsf 

Total No. ac-
Males Only Females Only 

child- tually Total No. ac- Total No. ac-
Age ren of' attend- of' this tually of' tually 

this age ing school age attend- this attend-
ing age ing 
School Schoo~ 

6 14 3 5 2 9 1 

7 11 2 6 2 5 -
8 10 2 6 2 4 -

9 7 2 3 1 4 1 

10 7 3 4 3 3 ~ 

11 6 3 4 3 2 -
12 4 2 - - 4 2 

13 6 2 1 1 5 1 

14 10 3 6 2 4 1 

15 10 3 4 1 6 2 
~~ - -

Total 85 25 39 17 46 8 

Children of' school going age between 6 and 15 years old 
i nclusive account f'or 23.3% of' the total resident population 
of' the yillage. 

Of' these children 29.4% are at present attending school. 
The percentage of' male children of' school age now attending 
school is 43.6%. 

The percentage o~ f'emale children of' school age now 
attending school is 17.4% 
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Table ...bt.s1. 

rE~d~~u--c~la~~-t--Ol~' fo-n~-~""-~=--Fr:<lU;~;-Of A;c~-e;s tOLae-sNseVtrvh;;-anape-;:--~-To-t-~8-_l~1 
- -D-;:-i-l~y-!'-' ~o-n-c-e---I'~~ore than :-1 

r Weekly once a v~eek once a

1 
week -2-~j 

I No formal - 1 - I 
rl~~~~Ch~OO~l~l~'n~tg~~ ____ ~' ____ ~4-~ _____ ' ______ ~ __ ~ __ ~= __ ~~~~_ . 

! P.i to P.3 - - - - - i 
t inclusive - -~ 

I 
~ P.4 to_ ll.6 
l~i:Q£]..~US i ve 
~ 

2 
, 

3 

! M.i to 1VI.4 
~ inclusive ... 3 

~ Ij-~ - - ,~-

' . 
",-'. 

above M.4 
~~'~.~~~~~~~~~~~====~~~~~ .. 

... 

- 1 
~~ 

~ 

~ 

Total i 3 9 

Therefore out of a total popUlation of males 
155 only 9 have access to any form of newspaper. 
two are fourteen year old youths, one is a man of 

in Egya of 
Of these, 
24 and the 

remainder are older men of 48 and above. -

N~: 

N1.£Lde of Access to a Newspaper by Egya Males 

4 are regular subscribeBs Three of these read a daily 
newspaper in English and one subscrib e s to a weekly 
vernacular newspaper. 
2 buy irregularly from news paper vendors in Anomabu. 

3 have access to a friend's or relative's newspaper. 

(a) Educational classifications have been adjusted to con­
form to the current terminology. 

Cb) In the ca se of the two males listed as without formal 
education both have been able to obtain a simple 
command of the written vernacular (but .!1.'2...i through 
Mass Education classes). In the remaining seven cases 
English newspapers are read. 

; 
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TABLE ; 

~~_QQ.~T];.QJL9.L,11~..s..-B.X-~G].; 
______ ... ____ .. __ ' ... _. __ ~ _ __=__.._~ ...... _...__'_ ___ ~_. ___ ~ ._~ __ ___.,.. __ ... 3* . .__.....---. .. ~- __.._....._. ____ ~ ___ , --~------------

Age 
Group 

0' - 9 
10 - 14 
15 - 19 
20 - 24 
25 - 29 
30 - 34 
35 - 39 
40 - 44 
45 - 49 
50 - 54 
55 - 59 
60 - 64 
65 - 69 
70 - ' 74 

TOTAL 

Occupations 
.. ..--..,, ___ ....:a.~ 

_...--,... .. _._-- 1-

No I' I jHIDOr IDistill-lcarpon-lpetty 
occupation F1shln~ Farming Clerical ing try Tradi ng 

68 3 
9 4 
2 6 
1 8 

4 
6 
3 
4 
4 

1 3 
1 
3 

1 1 

__ ~ ___ ... ~ .... ..-... ~.......-..:.::L"",-

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 
2 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

~ 

9.S0r 

-' .~ 

-
-
-
-
1 

-
-
-
-
1 

-
-
-- -h+ -.... --=-=-'"" _ .... ,.-:-~_,..", ~~ ...... --="'-"" ... a.:; '''''--. ,",- . ..::a<~~ 

50 11 1 1 
~' _~~;"'l:-£l::I~---'::'-F-t . ..,.. . - . - ~~ 

-:±-_~ __ ~1 _~ __ ~ __ ~~~ -__ ~ "_.~ ' J~. ' _ 

3 1 
z::t:?5:!1 r..a-~~ u - - "'it ~~ 

-
-~.~ 

2 
.- - -

82 

---~ 

r,r'tt<tr Schaal Native Teta1 Mechanic Teachers Herbalists 
-.....e . _______ 

-., . -~- r-" -' -
- - - 71 

- - - 15 

- - - 8 

- - - 10 

- - - 6 

- - - - 7 
1 - - 5 

- - - 6 

- 1 - 7 

- - 1 6 

- - t 4 
- - - 6 

- - - 3 
- - - 1 

-.... """'"~~...,. "'-..... ~-'<.----
1 1 2 155 

NarES: 
Ca) Principal occl1pation may be de:finod. as tho activity :from which the main proportion or i rlcome is derived. 

(b) In the 0- 9 age group, three chil dren ar c listed as :fishing. I n :fact y OUll_g malGs are :freQli.ently e.Tlgne;o;:: 
in helping the:!J.' elders but these t hree actual l y do gE;t some mi n or monetary ror.:runeration. 

(c) Minor clerical i nclu(:'es only 0no man i nvo l v ed as Cc checkor i n CapO Co-:,.st . 
(d) DistillinC iS l in :fact, an illo[);2,1 actiVi t y . It is certain that the majority o:f adl:.lt males i:!1 Eg:vT • 

. arc involveQ lit the ac"tivity. 
(0) Potty tr-'l~i'1-; iTvolve8 tl1D s3.lc of' c:ry :::OOCLG , tinncrl :foods, l)ott lGC. (u' i r:.ks , otc . (:lot cookt.'~ foaUs 

') .J,. ... vC~~ct'1~.:<:1_(; .~ ) 0 



Age 
Group 

o - 9 
10 - 14 
15 - 19 

2.D - 24 
25 - 29 

30 - 34 
35 - 39 
40 - 44 
45 - 49 
50 - 54 
55 - 59 
60 - 64 
65 - 69 
70 - 74 
~~ 

TOTAL 

NOTES: 
(a) 

(b) 
(e) 
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tABLE~ 

SUBSIPli\E:L.QQ.Q.1J.P-ATIOHS OF MALES 111 .IDYA 

- -~- ........ - = c - ,-=~ .. _. • .--==-=.........,.....~~ .. - -- ...... ~-

Subsidiary Occupations (a) 
~- - - - -

Adn:t1n±-No Sub. Boat D~ D:lstil- Carp 811.- Cate- Wood Phot-ogra-

Occu- Farming Boy Labour- Mason stration l:llng try chist Fishing carv:ing phy Total 
p-ation (b) ing (c) Cd) ( e) 

-~~- - ~...-- -=*' 

71 - - - - - - - - - - - 71 

13 2 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

8 - - - - - - - - - - - 8 -
6 - 2 2 - - - - - - - - 10 

3 - 2: - .. - - - - 1; - - 6 

3 1 2 - 1 - - - - - - - 7 . 
2 1 1 1 - - - - - - - - 5 

3 - 1 - 1 - - 1, - - - - 6 

2 1 - - - - - - 1 1 1 1 7 

5 1 - - - - - - - - - - 6 

1 1 - 1 - - - - - 1 - - 4 

3 - - - - 1 1 1 - - - - 6 
2 1 - - - - - - - - - - 3 
- - - - - - 1 - - - - - i 

~ - - - .. ...... .. -- •. -

122 8 8 4 2 1 2 2 1 3 1 1 155 I 
- - -- -. -- - - - ~:.,'FFi? -SF-~ -

Subsidiary occupa tion may be def'ined as tha t con tributing a minor proportion of c ash income. I n a ver-;:l 
:few c ases a third f)ccupation vvas list ed buj; the frequenc y of this ,vas very slight. 
Boat Boy refers to poriodic work in Accra on cargo l anding . 
Administ ro.tion r efer s to the chi e t' who deriv es no officia l i ncome but d oes obta i n money by virtue 
of his services. 

Cd) The catechist d erives a small i n come of 10/- per mon th f or h is sorvices to the Local Methodist Church. 
(e) Photo grapby is a s ubs tant i a l s ourc e 01' slJJJs i c1io.ry i nc ome f o).' t he r OR'i dent schoolmaster. 
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PrinciJ2.~J Occup~ati_?ps~of' a ll F,.£ill..fl]-es by Mg. 

~--- "..." _ . . --~'""----. -=--~~..-. .... '~. ~----,---

'~~r------
..---

Principal Occupa tions ( a ) 

~ '~. '~ ~I-'-'o. ---.~.o. - o.~-~o.~-- ~~ -
Age No Kenkcy Fish ~read Petty Farming Cooked Native Fire Maid 
Group Occu- BOiling Trading ~aking Trading Farming Seamstress :food Distilling Herbalist wood ser- '.L'ot :!l 

pation & & (b) Selling selling vant 
Selling ~elling (c) 

-~ -~o. o.o.o. ._ 
i o - 9 70 - - - - - - - - - - - · 70 

~o. 
.. ..... ~.:...oa.... ~ .~.~ ~~ ...... _L- .~". -. _ 

10 - 14 14 1 2 - - - - - - - - : 1 ' -18 
• 

---~ "- .--...~ < 
- . ~ -- · 15 - 19 7 - 6 - - - 1 - - - - 1 ! 15 

. .,... -+ .... ~ -
20 - 24 - - 18 2 1 - - 1 - I - 1 ~ 1 j 2~ 

~ -~-"'- .. ~-
25 - 29 1 - 8 - - 1 1 - 1 - - - 1 12 

.. 

30 - 34 1 1 7 1 1 - - - - - - * - j 11 
' 0 . o.o. - =-.- • j i 

35 - 39 1 I - 4 2 - - - - 1 1 · 9 ! - - I 

Lj.o - 44 
. .........,..--' - - ~.~ . I 14 -i 1 1 5 1 1 4 - - - 1 - - , 

--
L~5 - 49 - 3 7 - 1 1 - , - - - 1 - , 15 

. 

50 - 54 1 - 3 - - - - - - - - - ! ~ 

~):- 59 1 - 6 - - - - 1 - - - - 1 6 
~-

~ . . - - . 

60 - 64 , - - 2 I • 2 ! - - - - - - - - - i 
65 - 69 - 1 1 - - 1 - - - - - , I 3 I - ~ 

70 - 74 
~o. ~- ~~ 

2 - - - - - - - - - - 1 - ! 2 
~ -

75 - 79 2 - - - - - - - - - - · - : 2 
-~-

80 - 84 1 - - - - - - - - - - - ! 1 
- - . . . ~~-

85 & oveIj i . - - - - - - - - oJ · - : 1 
Total 103 7 69 c=-=-

4 -~r--
~=~~~~ I :os 0 2 2 2 2 2 3 - ._ ..... L ...... . 

..... ...oa:.. ~:~ .-.a-. . - -

Notes: ( ) P" "1 t'" h 1 . ( ) P tt t d" .. ~ . ~~~ a rlllClpa occupa l on lS e11 8 def'i ned a s the maj or source of' 12§..r§.on~. lncome. b e ~r r !:": I n& l8 C.e-
fin ed o.s the s a l e of dr y g oods , tinne d :foodstuf'fs, cigaret t es, bottled dr i nks (Not th0 s a le OI"" r :-:\,[ 0 :' 
cool:.Jd fo o dstuff' ", ) . (c) Coo]=cr} f oo e. v c nu.ol'S include those sellin G fr i ed or rO D. st plCll1t ;:-: in e tc. :"' 01' ir.D~':.:i:~ ­
t o 20ll :.1uJ.1j)tion . (D ) -, 0 l Ob",) thn_l1 Ll the c o. se of' mO:l , l'WE18n ccre engaged i n the il l c[;ccl distilL:.tio::. ::::-f' 
:-.l c"J:- 0 1 ,:10. -~h(; i'i[U~00 c; i V ':;'":. cbovo r :::; :fl c ct G Ln no -:; ''-;,T the t rue ext ont of' t.h i s ccctivi toy ~,:·~on~· .il.,} "~"c!,'G':' 0 .... ' 
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Table 5d. 

Age 
Group 

0-9 
10 - 14 

--

15 - 19 
20 --~- 24 

25 - 29 
30 - 34 
35 - 39 
4.0 ~lJ4-

45 - 49 
50 - 54 
55 - 59 

60 - 64 
65 - 69 
70 - 74 
75 - 79 
so - , 8L~ 

No TFiSh 
Subsi'" Tr a ding 
diary 
Occu-
p a tion 

70 
18 

14 
13 1 

7 1 
8 1 
5 1 

4 3 
2 2 

3 
1 

3 
2 
2 

1 

85 & oval' 1 

Total ~ 155 ! 9 
'- - _---:, 1 
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Subsi d i nrJL QQpunnt i ons of a ll Fema les b y Ago 

Kenkey 
Boiling 

& 
Selling 

Cooked 
f'o o d 
Selling 

Subsidiary Occupations 

Far ming 
Brea d i Pe tty 
Baking !Tra ding 

& 
Selling 

D 
Distilling 

Fire 
wood 
Selling 

Stone frb t i ve l' Wnter Collee - erba~ c :::rry 
ting li s t ing 

(b ) ( c) 

Totu~ 

- i - t--- = - 'f I - I - I - I = f ~ f 
1 15 

5 1+ 1 24 
3 1 12 

1 1 11 
---

1 1 1 9 
3 1 1 1 1 14 
4 2 2 1 13 

2 1 4 
3 1 1 T 8 

1 2 
...-=--------

3 
- - 2 

2 

'r ; 1 1..____ -1--

~~ 1 { --: -----] 
... .".~_"~ , -- _ 1. - ~""-------': ~"'.iIiji::lF.--zz-trc~,' --- r ~1~ :-[1:1 -C:J . 209 I 15 6 11 2 2 3 3 

No tes: -
-- (a) No u..nmnrr i od womrm 0 1' Gi r l h o. s filly subs i d i nry occupc.tion i n Egyn . (b ) Stono c o l lectinG is co:12ction 0::" 

build i nr; stane f'or r02.dlYuilding ~'.nc1 house const ruction . (c) Wn.tor c 2rry i n G - nl thoug:l onl;y lis~('d ~lS C .. "'l 
OCCUTK:ti on by one V/O) i'l l1 i s I"r 8 'lUOn.t l :>' pcrf'orncr} by c ll i l drcn q It is enl L.:8GcntL ,1 ~xu·t or t.i.~o Jh~tillil~' 
i;ldu ' tl°~r sin.c c rh'.tClo Elust be c 2rl' i ed ,-,one c1i :-:: -'~ C_ECC to -;:,: 10 bush ;t i lls . Up to 5/- ~. :""y c :-:n D') cal'n,;d ;:t 
trlj. ~ t ~ s~,:. 
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('---

R.~li.Kious .Ai':L':id.:!-a tioll.Py _Age and Sex 

- ~~~~ O{Eer 'Chr:Gi~~~ .. ~~ 
Methodi st AnGllc an tian Sects a 

~--~~~--~~~~~ 

.... ---.~ .. -.. -~-- .. --
'rotal 

I Age 
Group M M T 

~~~~~~h -1~f~lia::~~-'--
M 1 p +T T *- ~- ~~ r-p-' -l-T-· ..... '-M----.r--B' """""1 -;-

2 o - L~L:~ 7 114 ~?1 125 I 1 1- i1 3 ! 5 i 1 I 5 I ~~ 5 ~ 3 ~~-+---+-~f-.--+-~---!I 1-----_ . .:."":"-
_ 2 1 I ") 1 ") i 6 19 i - ~ - 1- I - I JI ~ i±. a ~ - WJ....l<~.l ·1..2 ~. ~ ;~i ~ ~;. t 1 ~ .2...::..-..2.. I I 1 i ~ -1 

r~~O •• :~ ~.4 3 4 - - l ~ .~ ffi r--~ ~~ r----"" ~~ -.~+-- .~ _.-
~~_:.~: - 3 3 _2 6 * 2 3 1 - . 1 - - - 1 - ~ I 1 ._~ F 1 . ~ 3 2 , 2 L~ 8 1 5 ~3 _, 

20 - 2L~ 2 2 4 - 0 ~___ - - 1 - 1 -=_,~~~~:-==~~ 4 ? J~-~. 8 2 _~. f--'-~ ~ ,1 O " ,~U~L~ ~ .}.L.t~.~ 

1 8 7 I 7 I 8 11 5 ! - 11 11 

25 - 29 - 1 1 1 6 7 - - - - , - - - - , - 1 1 2 1 3 4 3 1 4 6 1 2 1 8 

30 - 34 -::-- 3 3 - 3 3 - - ' - - - - - 1 1 2 · - Z . 4 2 6 1 2 3 7 11 -rtr 
,. - • ..-.- _'". ~' __ 4-'...-..011 

35 - 39 - - - - 5 5 - - - - - ' - 1 , - 1 1 2 3 1 1 . 2 2 1 , 3 5 9 1 L~ : 
.- .. . . - ~ 

1,40 - 44 - . 1 1 - 4 4 - - - - 1 1 - - - 1 2 ., 3 1 5 6 4 1 5 6 14 20 .- -- - . --~--. ~-... -
45 - 49 - 3 3 1 L!. 5 1 - 1 - 1 1 - - I - 1 2 3 3 1 4 1 2 ..3 7 1 3 20. 
50 - 54 1 - ~1 - 2 2 - - i - - ' - - - - - - 1 1 4 - 4 1 1 2 6 4 10 n 

55 - 59 1 ": 1 - 6 . 6 , -.: - - - - - - . - ~ - - 2 - ,2 1 - 1 - 2 2 4 S' 12 
60 - 64 - - - "1 2 3 - - ~ - - , - - - ~ - . - 2 .:. 2 2 - 2 1 - 1 ~ 6 2 8' 

t 65 - 69 n -1 2 t -I -1- t -r t j -r 12 Fi 1 r=f r r ti -i ti 1 ~~70 - 74: - :~: ~J~~ -;-~~ E::=~=~ - =d~~=~:=~'~: ~ ~ __' -~~--' . - . -:'~ -~=~=--~-.. i "-i 

3 ; 
~ 
1 

~;t-;--· 
75 - 79 I-I - 2 i 2 ... 2 2 

f-80 _ -84 ; i- --i t- t - 1- . r + of + I -i ~+ -+ i-t --+ I -+- .~ -~ . -.., .- 1 1 - "_~_~-r----

:~~ 1- ~- k: i - 1 ~ 1 ~_ - ~ __ 1, ~~LJ.d=~ L~W~J -1- !~L: 
). ._":'::":~~y1 .. t 3b 30 75 1105 3 _J: 16 f2"l nh" __ ___ .h_ 

- ; - - I _ _ _ ~: 1 

24'ffihd=~~~~bo-9J3~4 ~ 
Ie e_y;- id ::: !Lle P 178111:.,le ii' = TotGl (a) IncluQes following groups: 12 Apostles , Apostolic, 

~Te.:;'ri tion, CllUrch of the Lord D. nd Americu~l ()rthodo:i~ 



• Frequency 
of Church 
Attendance 

- .:;u -

TabJ§ 62. 

lreque2!c,y J?f Church Attendance per month by rel~gio~ denominati~ and Sex 

,- ri .. .~ I
W 

-I Other ' ~ 
Roman 
Oatholic Christian 

Sects (a) 
Methodist Anglican Total 

~f~r'-' M F T M 

Never i 6 18114 I 4 I 8 -r 12 T --~~ 1-: 1 7:717 
M iF! T M F T F T M F T 

27 
j Le ss than once ! , ~ , ~ :i 

. " -. r: - --~~=-~. 

:per month I 1 .' 1 2 7 I 11 18j . - .1. - 1- j --l 1 _ L_1 8 I 13 l 21 

1 per month LI. 3 7 4 3 7 

2 per month 2 2 5 8 134 5 10 15 
~ -- -- -! rt 1 - ~ t ~ ----t-- -i 

3 per month 2 2 4 1. 8 9 2 2 3 12 15 
i-=- -=1 -t- t- -4~'~~" + .. +- .--t "~ ~ *~.~+--~~=-!f=-=-~ 

4 per month 

Over L~ time s 
per month 

Total 

5 8 H3 9 27 36 1 2 3 2 4 6 17 41 58 

1 - II 1 10 10 2 1 II 3 3 11 14 
~.~-~~. 

10 50 ij107 157 

----r 
15 ! 21 l~6 i 30 I 7~ .1 ~U_~ 3=1.. ? ~~~l ~-~-J",,--=-~~~ 2 8 

(a) Includes 12 Apostles, Apostolic y Negrition, 
Church of the Lord, j~erican Orthodox. 

Key: 
__ ["i. _;_8 ~ ~~ ':::: 1Icl~~21G ~ if = 'l'ot p l .. 
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~ . and . Sex K e y_: 
Tabl.e_ ~ 

MemQ\?tQ]1.ip of' ..A.(?s.9ciatioI)..§.in EgyE1 

J'§1!l.§., 0 L Or .&,an:i.§.§.t i on M == Male T == Tota l 
F == Female 

!Singing shie Ompe Mb oa Oga C.P.P. nntse Sing ing Little "Two ,~denkum na IOkrodo Total 
I CathOlic I Kof'Qiii"a":-- Tsema---c.P'7p.--~ Me1:hOrrst r~"lsts r I -Da £r-r---
Banfij Kuw de Band Ba nd Bohs" Ilbohun l 

ewei 

= ~f~ ~ ~~-~~~~=-i~~~·~= ~~~. ~.~ ~~ - ~~= -~ ~ T_~~~I~ ~ = ~ ~T-~ FLT ~- _ ':i .' ~. ~~ ~t;. ~ ~I · - • ~'i'= . ~ ~~.-~fr~· t"-=~~·· .~~ ~-- .=~-~-.= .~~~ ~~ = -.-.~ . ."-=-' . 2~p 1 1 4 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ n_ _ i _ _ . _ _ _ .' _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 - . - - - - -
. ~~L~=~~. . 1-==' . ' ~~= -.. . ..~.~.' • ~-.:~ ~~~~ . " .. , ~ 

15 -19k:,- - -I ' - 1 1- -- , - - - 2· - 2 - . - - - - - - . _=- -==.- - - _~ :- - . -, ~~..::.,.' - - - .~ - - - - 3 -.2 
20 - 24 ' 1 - ' 1 . 2 . 1 ,3 - ' - ,~ - - / - - - - - - - - - - - 2 2 - - - , - - - - 4 4 - 1 11 - - - ' 3 8 11 
25 - 29 - - - 2 2 ,I) I - - - - .~1~ ' : 1 - ' - - - - - - - - - . - - ~ - - - 1 - 1 - 2 2 - 1 l ' - - - 3 6 9 r-r=t " . , ~ " -=f---f=--.,' ~' , - - - -F---=1' -l~~-~~~~'F---~-~' ~." ~ . ~ 
30 - 34 - 1- ~ :- _ - - - ,- - ~- - ~ - ~ - . - - - - -:- ::.-. 1 1 1.. - I. 1 1 , -:- ~ ~ -=- -:- -=- ~=.~ -= . .::..,. :-J--=="t.:-= r-=-:-~ - - . =~1 ~ ~ .. 3 . 

; ~ ! I . 1 I I ! 

LJ2 - 3~.;:..::.~~=A,.1- 1 - -'- - T- -. ~r -- 1 1 , 1 - , 1 - , 1 'r-' 1; -::.. ~ - - - - -. - ' - :- - - ~ - ~ - . - - - , 2 -~~ 
~ , 1 • 

40 - 44 - - 1 - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - '- - = - ' - . - . - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. . .. .. .. - '=,:. '.", .. ; 
I 45 - 49 - - , - - - - - - - 1 ~- 1 -- - ' - - - j - ' - - - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 

. .~ ~= =r-i-- =!~,~~. = .." ~ =.~. -'"'iI=~~ .. ,~.~-~~ 
50 - 54 - ,- - ' - - '- -- - - - ' - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - ' - -
55 - 59 - ,- - j - 'Tt 1 j- 1 - - t: - - ij - t- - - - - ' - - - - - - - - -, - - - - - - ' -: - - - 1 - T 1 

· . ..........,j.~=1 . ~*' .' .' . =~ . '+-=-=-i'~" . ' 'I • 

-.~ ~-t . -'- - ~~.-,""~ ~ ~~ ~ - . . J . • ==. '. 

60 - 64 - 1- - - - r - - - ' - - - ,- F-=~- -: - -- I~- - ij - - - 1 -1 ' - - - - - - - - - - ij - - 1 - I 1 r M !. ' t-~ ,L _!_ '. . " I ~ 
~ 65 - 69. - ;- - ~ - ~ - - - .-- - - ~ - - - ~ - 1 t~- 1 ' - ~ - - - - - - - ' - - - n - - - - - - - , - - - . 1 ,- - 1 . 

. • - - ,-~i==-= += -- ~ , '.' 1 
70 74 . ' , ' , ' ! - - 1- , - - . - - - . - i- - , - - - - - - - , - I - - - - - - - - - - - -, - - - - - - ~ - - - ±- -
75 - 79 - - - - ' ~ i~ . - - - - - I - I -- . . - ~- I -- ~ 'i ' . 

'l ~ r' J - - - - - . - M- - - , - - - , - - - ,- l- - - - - - 1- j - ' - - - - - -

80 - 84 - \- ! - 1- -:~ - 1- - - - : -t ~-:- :: ~ - - I -- - - ! - =-::.-=- - - - . - - n':" ~ - - - - 1 - - 1:" - ' - - _ 1 1....:..J1 . . --J-.. n . ' _ ,_ t , I ,! , a n. ~ ~, I ,I • f1- -1 

21 

, - . H ! I. II ~, I ~ ~ I I ij ~ ~ ~ ~ I " ~ « ,n ~ "' :ft-1-· -- -, -~r over I- .-'-- ·- ,-I-!- ---I--- ,-I-- -il- - - 1- -- - ,- --lrr - . IU -k_ 
Total i1 - . '1 6'3 9 1J- 1. 1 112'F.J.- .E l1 1 ~.j_:E 3 -15 51 ~~=_ 11-j 1!' - j7 7 - .L~. 2_~._-11l1 1_1.~ . 37 

85 & 

r::.ma=r-~~ 

lni'oct only 1 L~ mal es ond 15 f'emales belong to cm:l f'orm of' Assoc i a tion i n Egya 0 The discrepancy b etween this a nd 
the f'in2l totol oi' 37 i s due t o membership by sevel' a ;L peop l e 01' more thon one organisation i. e . 12 men belonc; to two 
'Jl !~,nisations , t ·wo YIOmeil belol1[~ to tHO organi 3o.tioLS :.:mcl t'..-iO Yfoncn t.o three organisations . 
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6 _X OF PnYA AND ITS IISTOOLS" 

The history of Egya c~~ot b e ~ollowed apart 

from the history of tl:e Fante peo:ple an d t h e Anorna~u 

state of which they formed ;;m integral and important part, 

The Fante claim to be part of tre Bono l{j,ngdom 

whioh existed fer over a centLr ;y- i n wh a t is now the 

northern section of the Brong Aha~o Region . Tne f~st 

Fante peopl e are said to h a ve migrated fro~ the Bono 

Kingdom between 1328 and 1363. The second. ·'.'ave of Fante 

migrants c.rriycd 

Kingdom. 

i n 1740 ~ter the ~all of the Bono 

The f i rst group of F~~~e left the Bono Kingdom 

in the f ourteent h century q~inc .1:" reign o~ Nana Akllr.lfi 

AlIlcyaw I, mov ing southwardE! and f?lm.ding K aman near A:futu 

where they settled , They lEiter .2ounded SuI tpond which 

the Portuguese called Fante ot GI u. CC Henning Great Fante , 

while their ~irst town Kwangm Wi.>- !1<41C 1 F" I1te Peguena 

meaning Little Fante. At the bu J.nl.ng oJ. the sevent enth 

century they were joim.:d by the D 'era 1ho l~ad alSO left 

the Bono Kingdom, Th se t~o gr) ..Joved nearer the se 

tm~ when they reached \!hat ~.-- s tl .(. d Etsi 1 nd , 

which is the preser t area. t~ey I. cc.;u y, Vwy iec1ded to 

G ttlc do m be G.Uo the 

wt..orn tl~u m t oke t:,;. lun 1.L 

The F 

d 

traders on 

s an 

... rui tf'u... md ihe Eta 

r Kin to their • . 
te1 10n the co nt 

t e Efut~, 

~111~ th Et i 

r s.E ra e 

fiI.a ly 

Anor:zJ;,u 

C' 

:0 ere t. 

t e 

co ag d 
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th Dutoh to build n 10UH) ut Anomabll t'or tr(Jd1rl~ . 'rho 

chi~.l' of Ee:yn , N:Ul: Okurn , onYG that bef'ol'e the.; Anomo.bu 

P01't wa lmi L t , thu Dlltch oturtl::cl the founrlntiono 01' n 

10dg0 at Egyu but lcrt for 1l011unu. boi'or'l..': comploting it , 

on their retur'n they f'ound thu found;3tiono had been 

destroyed by the Egya I)Co)!lc; , who bOlievod that the 

Dut ch had hid<l n some treasures in th0 ground . The 

Dutch were o.nnoyccl and moved to AnoITlllbu \/herc tre y built 

their lodge in 1640 . It is difficult to find traces or 

this lodge at the Gite 'vherc it iG said to have been built . 

The 8i te is on the shore qui t e near t he house 01' t e 

chief" 3 present po.lace . (An indication perl.a!>s th"t t.r~£ 

s i te of' Egya i tsclf may havl: moved . ) 

When the wnr with th\J Etsi p eopl.e ',las ended 

and the invaders beg-GIl to settle dO\':r. they real i sed t hat 

the land immediately around Egya ':fas not as fertile as 

they had thOUGht it to be . It beca me quit e clear that 

the only profitable occup::.tion oyen to thou. '.ias f'ish ing. 

This at first appeared impposiblc because they had no 

knowledge of fishing . 1.1o.ny of them therefore moved i nto 

t he more fertil e ,-, reas i n the hinterland and founded t:!1e 

v illages of Amoann, AdarrIDo , Ogookrom , Elrurabadze, Anomxnsa , 

and severo.l others . Those '.;Lo remained at Egya \'Jere 

f' o r c ed by circumstances to learn to go to soa . SO Ele of: 

the friendly peopl e of Etsi who ro ~la inod ar t er t ne ',vo.r 

had ")"uthe red themselves at n village about a Elile from 

Egya from where they were fishing . SOf.le of' the Egya 

people made frim ds ,vi ttl them GJlU learned to 1'ish from 

t hem . 

The E t si people Pealizin[' that the Egya people 

wer e now becomi n v fricndly soon t D.ught their new friends 

t he rUdiment s of' sea- going and fishing . Their success 

l e d to more people goi ng down to the villag'e .I. or 

1nstruction . As t i me went on som~ of' tlle leo.1'ne 1'8 settled 

at the village p er manent ly nnd bui lt t he ir own houses and 





wos Otl<;C 'I!> , 000 stron . Th' 'il' t . ml s lconl1 

ml)nnic:'J of tho Eg,ya rmy, nnm ly Akom1'odzc and Tuni'o, 

l' hanDQ at E!.Y No . 1 , IIhilc KyoL'<"u tile thir'd company 

\'Ins hOCChL t Egya n . The main uutJ oft.h I aai'o Cl)mp'my 

\{Us to !'igh't th em my but in time of no ace iT.cmh .1'0 01' 

the co: 'mius h pad e eh othol' in tl c.; el l 'ing of tl.; 

bush '~n::l in the uilding of OUOu3 ~ ( ct . I> . 73) 

Th~ morulG of comrnu.."11cation in the Aa=x1:o co1llJ?'1l1y 

W,:3 th1 drur,l . At tho sound of' tllC dr'ul:l all r.cmbers 01' 

th compan, ran to the Asafo shrine: 'Ii thout tl e cli&'ltCSt 

hesitation . Each Aoai'o drui.. ': 8 30 ndud dif'ferontly 

f'rom every other . Tho loy It.y of every man in the villaEc 

f'irst went to hi .... COmpWl, • ·ot.ning could otand bet 'Ice • 

a nan and his A"'o:fo . Th Asa:fohen, Iho ',' 0 1n ehm';e 
• 

of all tho Aso.:fo cOunaniea in Ee:v , lived nt ,--a II . 

Bansi Ai'un liv d Ii peaceful 1 ... "ith hi'" 

puople :xf'ter the Nkony W l't in .' hich the ante became 

involved . 'an~ EOu'ko who bec~ c chi £ of' th ~gy~ 

people af'ter the death 0 ' ,lana Enasi A!'l.na enjoyl d a 

very peaceful l'eign . _ ne Etsi peopl luring t> n subdue1 

tl ere was no c .. U"'u rOI' al 'n _ ron a1 ~ qu,,!.,tt,H"' u.i.nee tl e 

leighboul'int: status e 'I;,; nIl Fnnt,-, ho o.l! :,rf: '~ent to :m' 

together. 

Nan' Eduako I"'''> suececw.cd by ~T, !1 . Y.nmo·~ , ;'.0 

like hiG pruuect.::sDol', enjoy d a ii. Vp,.' pO.ign i 1.!l ell th r' 

... /o.s no ';:.1" . After Nann Yamoah ' s dt.' t.ll h W;.lD succe' cd 

by Nona Baa5i II who ms follo"loa Ly Nan' Ofori. This 

long pel'iod 01' ).)cnc0 enabled. tIl", peoplG t.o s t tIc do m 

and to readjust thems\,;l VQS to tn,cit' nl,;;\1 surl·oundings . 

Trndc at this tine \'Ins i'lour·ishint" . Slaves \lel~\. s ~nt 

from many parts of th\,; countr;v i'or G 10 to tllO E1.iropenll 

traders. People l'lke BlnnkGoll or Anolilnbu \'110 W:16 Lltur 

mnde the first African IIltlgistruto, bucl.lllle vor~" pr~)slh;ro\.1G 

during this time. 
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)h .. cauGC 0:.(' thulz' IJruviono uXVcl'll .. ;ncu l..n the, 

c1 v1l1sud Bono Kingdom, th .. EgYL.1 Dco:plc.~, tOGether' ·,r:L th th<: 

othur Fml.te, soon monopolised the trade on the coact. 

'l'hcy establishod thumselves as middlemen between the 

Europcans and the Ashantis and 0.11 the other pco:91e 1'rom 

the hinterland. The power1'ul Ashantis re1'used to accept 

any middlemen especially when the slave trade was proving 

highly pro1'i table. This relationship of' the Fante with 

the Ashantis, coupled with the desire of' the Ashantis 

to expand their domain, led to a series of' wars which the 

Ashantis waged 2gainst the Fante illlder various pretexts. 

Nana Okuntu who reigned in the early·years 01' 

the ni::J.eteenth century (.f! 1839) had a very di1'1'icul t time. 

liter a very long ::md peacef'ul lif'3 he was faced Vi i th the 

unpleasant duty of mobilizing his people to go to war 

against the Ashantis in the year 1807. 

Two ARin chiefs ~nlo had offended the As antehene, 

their overlord, took shelter wi th the Fnnte and later on 

with the British Governor a t Cape Coast. On the 14th day 

of June 1807 the Ashanti army attacked the Fante from 

Egya. Nana Okuntu and his army fought gallantly at a 

place called 'To Ko' meaning fight and die . When it 

bec8.me evident that his men could no t withstand the 

powerful Ashanti o.rmY!l Nana Okuntu fled to the sea shore 

where he was ta}~en into a boo.t o.nd rushed to Anornabu 

castle far shelter. 

The Ashantis sent peacemakers to the knomo.bu 

people to ini'orJ!l them that tl-e y had no quarrel wi th them 

3.J.1.d th8.t tle y should stay out of the war. Strangely 

enough the people of' Anornobu agreed to the terms of this 

treaty which ~ere later not honoured. The poor Egy8.s 
, 

fought alone until they ·:l8re defeated. When Nana Okuntu 

fled into the castle the Ashantis fought on and uttacke~ 

the Anomabus, The people or Anomabu who had not mo.<le ::my 

as a result of the treaty 1'led into the cast.le , 
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in their hundrudo :Cor olwl tar; 11 gl~lm.t(.:!r numb,;r' 01' th ,Tn 

who could not gnin OoCCOGS into the; cantle nrc;; soid to 

hnvo run into the soa. nnd to hnvc stb.ycd on some rocko 

until the Ashontis retired. The AGhantis attacked tre 

cnstle but the British Governor, Torrane, asked Lor a 

truce and gave up one of the two Asin chiefs who was 

still in the castle, to the Ashantis. He was also said 

to have shared with the Asantehene the 2,000 men who 

took shelter in the castle. The Governor is said to 

have sold his share of t he !11ljn into slavery. The rocks, 

on v!hich some of the Anomnbu people are believed to hnve 

t[~kell. shelter, can be seen in the sen Quite ne2.r Anomabu 

c2,stle. 

Nana Okum Is who succeeded ?ana Okuntu, was 

c:nstooled in 1840 and had the most difficu~t reign OL all 

the Egya chiefs. While Nana Okuntu's reign marked the 

beginning of the Ashnnti wars against the Fante, the 

reign of Nana Okum fortunately saVI the elld of tne bitter 

wars. Nana Okum and his :people plc.yed a very important 

part in the Fante war o.gainst the Ashantis in 1853, and 

again in 1856-7. 

In 1863 Kwasi Gyani, an Ashanti, discovered a 

gold nugget but contn'.ry to custom instec.d of giving it to 

the Ascmtehene he ran mvay and found refuge ,(.,i th the 

British. The Ashantis followed him and att acked the 

Fantes and the British in 1863. This WClr was followed by 

a series of ':ars until the Ashantis yrere Linally defeated 

in 1874. All these ':Io.rs took place during the reign of 

NanG. Okun of Egya V/ho died in 1886. 

The British Goverll.ffient abolished the slave 

trade and took strong measures to sec to it that the 
\ 

people who came directly under her influence did not 

participate in this trade. This situation had a very 

great effect on the economic life of the Far.tc people who 

had prospered by this trade. 
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Nana Okum Tuwi n who was for tunat e to be 

enstooled in time of peace, in 1 887~ proved to be an 

extravagant and Ql1 irrespons i ble chief . There o~e 

different v ers ions of his history told. One states tha t 

he l avishly made use of a ll the money his predecessors 

had a ccumulated and finally started to pawn the go ld 

nuggets and jewels which his predecessors had preserved 

for the stool. The people became annoyed and deposed 

him. He was arrested and taken to the Omanhene a t 

Anomabu for trial by the state council. 

Nana Amoono IV, chief of lJnomabu, ordered that 

he should be locked up in a cell until the next day wh en 

he would be tri ed , but the next day when the door of the 

cell was opened, Nana Okum Tawi a was found dead. Tha t 

vms tm end of an unpopula r chief. His dead body V-Ja S 

removed by his relatives to Egya where he was g iven a 

pauperts burial. Another version states tha t he was 

destooled for cowardice . After his death there was no 

chief for ten years. 

The present chief of Egya, Nana Okum Ababio II, 

was born on 1st May 1899 and enstooled on 1st November 

1909 when he was only ten years old. He would h ave 

rema ined on the stool uneducated but for th e kind 

suggestion made by the paramount chi ef of Ano mabu . So 

after three years' rei@l he left for Anomabu to a ttend 

school. 

By 1920 he completed his standard seven. While 

at school his maternalrelative~ Kof Arpoh, was made the 

regent to guard the stool, and e v en af t er school in 1920, 

it was decided tha t he should work in order to gather 

experience. He taught as a teachex' in the same Anglican 

school in which1he had completed his education. But 

after a yearts teaching he left for Kumasi, the Ashan ti 

capital, where he became an assistant store-keeper in a 

cotton print store. Later on he left to work in the 
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Provincial Commissionc:r ' s Office and finally he; became 

a cocon-factor . 

He cn.mu home in 1929 to reign~ Ho is all 

ai'fabili ty 'lnd over rcndy to help . The chi ef ' s generosity 

to us was unequalled mn his knowledge of tradition is 

profound . 

p:e:fICE H_O..1.DERS AND THEIR DUTIES 

~gya I has many of her people s ca tt ered about 

in sixteen small villages. The peopl e of these villages 

migrated from Egya I and so they share the same ancestry 

and kinship . At yearly ceremonial occasions these 

people come to pay homage to the Egya chief. The villages 

are mnoana , Akroful, Atwereboana , Kokoful, Bedzeben, 

Afutuakwa, Wotsir No . 1 and no . 2 ~ Obozdze, Egya No . 11 and 

No eIII, Adambo, Akurabaadze, Anornansa, Ogokrom and 

Taedo. 

The village of Egya consists of c number of 

lineages which form a political coro~unity under the chief , 

who belongs to one of t he f irst lineages - Anona - to 

settle there . The affairs of the Egya are managed by the 

chief and h i s e lders. The chief of Egya I is responsible 

to the "0manhene" , the Paramount Chief, of Anomabu . The 

head of each lineage is in turn responsible to the chief 

of Egya I and his e lders . The highest council consists 

of the chief , his lingui s t, the 'Tufuhene ' (leader of the 

advance guard) and the 'Osahene ' ( war l eader); the 

' Gyaasehene ' is called in when it is a matter of great 

import ance . The Gyaasehene, traditionally responsible 

for the safety of the chief, l ives in one of the Egya 

sub-villages ca lled Akurabaadze 

The men in aut hority are from the aris tocratic 

clans from whicru l eader s are always chosen. In the olden 

days the powers and privileges of the ruling cl ans were 

greater. But recently, owing to the political development 

of the country and the decline of chiefta incy, the 

position has chm ged. 
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Tho O'"'rthUT18 COlllWG from thu ' KONA' 0lrm and hiu 

gellunlogy i'" rtG follows 

," 
" • o 

( 1) Nml~\ Kwrtsi Adukumrt I 

(Died in 191 6) 
Chnrles == 11.ben::', Ai'oriv/o.c. 

(1916-24 Vo.cnnt) 

::: 0 

Kvmme Tcotewn = Ekurt Dzebnn 

I 
I{< 

(3) Kwcw Emu 
( 1927-1946) 

( 4) 

e = f emnle 

• = mnle 

0 t:' 

Eku'" == Kofi (2 ) 
Batse Acqun 

I", 

Kwnsi Adukumn III 
(1946 until now) 

f,! 

Kwasi 
Adu Kumo. 
( 1924-26) 

Inherito.nce to t he of rice of ' Osnhcne' is 

matrilineal . The symbol of the cl'ill is rt bush-corl 

denoting brnvery . The Osahene is the hertd of the three 

As2fo compani es - Akonf'odze, Tua.f'o o.nd Kyercmf'o , t he 

militnry o.ssociations of the :peo:pl e . 

The present holder of t his office lives ~t 

Egya II nnd ho is o. t t he so.~e time thu chief of Egya II. 

He could only tro.ce his geneo.logy rtS fo.r back o.s 1916 

",hen his greo.t gro.nd-uncle , Nrtnn Kwasi AduJrumo. I di ed. 

Kwame Atwere was made regent, becrtuse he wo.s the l o. t e 

chief's son and therefore ineligible for succession . 

It wc.s he 'v'fho l ed t he Aso:f:o comp o.nies to the Ash::mti-

Elmino. \',rc. r. He died in 1902 nnd the stool be c2mo v ncnnt 

until 192L~ when N~mo. Kwasi AdukUJ.18. II wns enstoolcd, but 

he held office for only t wo yertrs. 

II 

Between 1927-1946 Ncmo. Kwo.w Emu wo.s tho OsMone . 

He was No.no. Kwnsi Adukumo. II's sister's (Ekuo. Dzebaa ) 

son. After him in 1946, the present occup mlt No.nrt Kwasi 

Adukuma III was ens toolod . 

Apart from leading the people to Wrtr ~ , tho 

Osahene helped the chief to o..dminister lmv rtnd order in 
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the village. He settled cases and qunrrels among the 

young men or the Asafo companies, and he had captains 

working under him in controlling each company. 

The next import ant elder o~ this village is 

the T~uhene who is chosen ~rom the 'Anona' clan. This 

stool is the next in importance after the Chie~'s stool. 

The chief of Egya cannot be enstooled without the help 

o~ the T~uhene. 

The T~uhene, like the Chic~ of Egya has a 

linguist. The Anona clan, ~rom which the T~uhene, 

is chosen has the parrot as its symbol, showing ~luency 

and intelligence. It is 0. stool which can be occupied 

by a woman when there is no sui t c..b I e m2le successor. 

When Nana Feyi died, his sister, f,.goa ForiwGQ succeeded 

him and, becc..use there waa still no male successor, she 

was succeeded in turn by her dnughter, NkurukG Ab nkoma . 

But i mmediately Ab akomn's son was o~ age , he was mnde the 

T~uhene. Since Kweku Daadze died the stool has been 

vacant. 

T~uhene : Anono. Clan 

I ,J :~: 0 " Nana Ano.moa Nana Feyi Unknovm = AgOG ForiwGa 
j 

o 
= Nkuruka Ab akoma 

* Kweku DaQdze 

All the administrGtive and judiciQI duties of 

the EgyQ division of the nnomo.bu state were exercised by 

the chief in council wi th hts t"\-ro princip8.1 o.dvisers. In 

c.ddi tion to nis two principal and titled advisers (who 

are aansidcrc d again below) the chief was represented in 

each village by an odikro or village head. 

It WQS the duty of the Adikrofo to se e to it 

that law and order wns mo.intained in their respective 

villages . Any brench of the law was reported to the chief 

through the representative linguist. 
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"lll 11 I 11J[fVI. 1, ut' lil!r;K r r '''J1 If,O T'J! :-; 

,f'I 'O l, ) 'U1, ('(Ill! i I Y h1 SJ 

:11) til ty , {,' 1.1' (';oJ 1U f'On :,J ,,/ • i l ' GCor('-v 

T110 tr ' t tiol1~(l ullt:l.Q of' the.: chil:!' r ; n:cmy . 

thu:1.l' rtnccst.rn.l f'pi ri to . Be 13 tl ~ OCCUP'trlt of the 'TO't 

"tools ::"' c1 k\,;\;J!ur of the.: .. oDl 0 ' ['od r Dent f't'on Tcch1m'ill . 

0.1 G(;r J'1oni::11 occ'tsio 0 he reo t the god Ii tt drink 

".nd food . Thl3 chief "nd hio ~ opl~ 0' E ,'" 

Almighty God !J.G the Supreme Buing ,,: 0 crented He""v..:n 'lJ1d 

.E2J.lli' on \'/hom r cst~ eve r ything - .ut tl ey belie" e tl eir 

little gods rtnd s tool s to be tt.e , dintol 'S \!.O c't.'1 p_l'_or ... 

'.nything immccli' tel,r . 

It is the chief' {HO decidl..Cl vi th :1':'S ':'uf'uher..c 

ond Os~iH.me w', .thL.!' till.:: pcopl~ s10uld go to ",';.r . H 

pI'ovidl3d f,1'Ul1S ~md gunpowder' i.'Ol ' .. '~l'C . i.P~.l,t .fro!;; .'~rs 

t i1C chief :.',nd his t wo e ldcrG ':ier\:: r espons i Dlc _'or 

day-to-d::ry <:eci.r:linistro.tion of tnu vill['.ge . The m~iEter..::-21c· 

of' l::-:w nnd ordGr w~:s h is r esp011si'o ili ty ~ 

The post of L queen-mother 11'1s b00n Ion.:; 

extinct in Egyn, otherwise thl; enstoolmcnt of' ~ chief' 

could not bo dono without her . Wh ~',t obt et ins n orr is thc. t, 

beforc c. chic:f is cnstooled, the Tui'ul18n8 , GY8::'sehC::1e 1 

the In t e chie:t's ' GonG etnd gr;mdsons holl cOl1sul t~. tiOllS to 

chooso s ome011e :fron the roynl f8.lIlilil;s . Whoever is C'lOs-.;n 

by the these king-m",kers becomes ::l chic:f- c10ct ,:nd shouhl 

be sho'~m to "nc1 o.cceptoc1 by t he J)0 0p18 or' GOrnmOHGrs. 

On the other hetnd, if ~ chi8~ is to ~~ d~sto01c~~ 

the peonlo the conunoner's, would pI'osent chm'gGs ::lgctinst - , 
him to tho Gya.etsuhenc. The Ch~1.l >G8S woultl b0 sCl'v(;d on 

him for expla.nettion. In n. public g~:tth81'illg if' he :r'~i18 
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Today the authority of the Chief has diminished . 

His judicinl, and to n gr eat er extent h is ndministra tive 

dutie s have been taken over by the Local Councils and the 

Local Courts. Egya is part of the Mfantsiman Loc nl 

Council which is compose d of eleven councillors popularly 

elected from the states of Ano'mabu, AburQ, Nkusukum, 

Ekumfi t MQnkesim, Abeadze and KWf1man. The h eadqu o.rt ers 

of the Council is at Sa ltpond. The present rel o. tionship 

between the Loc al Council and the EgyQ people is not 

very cor di al. The people compla i n that they h ave p aid 

Levies since the introduction of the Local Council 

system but they have not derive d any b enefit s . A visitor 

to the three village s of Egya will notice, howev er , the 

presenc e of a r adio rediffusion service in the village 

and a lso a pipe-borne water supply. 

The new position of the chief is quite clear. 

He a cts in all matters purely in an a dvi sor y cap acity. 

He exercises judicia l powers only in cases of b r eache s 

of the customary l aws G He very often act s as an arbitrator 

in petty domestic quarrels and f amily disputes. He is 

r egarded as the f o.the r of his people to whom all and 

sundry go for advice in time of trouble . The ch i ef 

therefor e continues to exercise a great deQl of influence 

over t he soc i o.l life of the people of Egya . 

Q..1Llli AND LINEAGE 

Dr. J.B. Christensen studied the Fanti of 

Anomabu and had published a det8iled account of their 

descent sys t em . (see Double Desc ent among t he Fanti. 

New Haven. 1 ·95L~). This ac count describes Egyo. f eatures 

only. The Fantis y llike the other Akan peopl es, use the 

word II ebusuall to connot e both the loc o.l ., mo.trilineo.ge y a 

localised and corpora te group p and al so the l ar ge , 

totemic matricl8ll which lias many distinct local unit s nnd " 

includes all people sharing the same totem. For t he 

purpose of this study we shall use " ebusuakuw" (II ~II 
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monns n la.rgo group of peopll) or thinp;a) to refer to 

the Inrgo W1it tho mf1.triclnn, lenving "ebuElun" for th(, 

locf1.li8Cd lincf1.go. 

Within overy ebusu3 nrc segments which manifeat 

3 close collective responsibility nnd moro.l solidnrity 

in rego.rd to such things as inhoritQDce nnd debts. It 

consists of members of the so.me or closely rolnted 

household usunlly descendants of a. common great grnndfather. 

The phrase "extended family" will be used to describe this 

group. 

An ebusua, of whatever order, consists of 0.11 

the descendant s, of' both sexes, of 0. single lmown 

nncestress in the unbroken femo.le line. 

The ebusun system of the Fo.nti is the mninstay 

of their politicnl nnd soci o.l organisntion. Eo.ch member 

Jf the community belongs to nn ebusua. All members of 

nn ebusuo. of the snme genero.tion o.re o.ddressed by the 

same term: 0. person's mother, mother's sisters, o.nd 0.11 

Vlomen of the mother's genera.tion o.re "na" (mother); 0.11 

men of the ew.me generation ns the mother's brother o.re 

referred to o.s Ifw~fo.lf (mother's b rother); IDnterno.l 

gro.ndpo.rents nnd 0.11 ebusua. members of the so.me genera.tion 
I 

o.s tho c;r:-:ndmother a.re "nnnn." (gro.ndpo.rents or gro.nd-

children, the reciproca.l being o.1so "nnno.1f); n womnn 

calls her children and nIl children in the eb1:.3un of the 

so.me genero.tion "bo.lI (child); though a. mnn 31so refers to 

his children 38 "b311
, 0.11 children in the ebusu3 of the 

same genero.tion '1S his offspring lna.y be referred to ns 

"vJ.>f'ase" (sister's child). 

The Genero.l OrgQTliso.tion of the Ebusuo. 

The Fnntis ho.ve seven principo.~ ebusuakuw, 

most h'1 ving one or more sub-groupings. The ebusurucuw 

with their totems nnd sub-groupings nre listed overleaf. 
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C1' W O~ Fox 

w1dnn urot ! 

11'lu Frmtl do not think 

from th 1r , ',hleh o rnthcr r R rd d -

III ell 111u""tl" t thoa 

01' port1eul..r 1 U u!'llruw tlcmbor • 

nld to bi,.; ... 0 '71 u nnd wming o.S t e for. the, l~~nn M 

p!'l.ticnt roB tb\. hnwk or tho parrot , tl T '1<1 .... .n r s b ugbt 

"6 th,) leopord, th Kw nn as lnqu1sitivu c;; tho 'tuff' u.o; 

the Adwonodzo ~3 pe:lceful n:. tl c 1sh; Htwe .... '40 aick" 

th" doe "'..nd t 1 I oro.d.zc cs i'ru1 tful as th Dlor.t ... in . 

Thu totem, excluding the plnntD.i •. , 1s t.boo to 11 

IDvmbers ot: the. t e· UGu('kuw; "11d the ".!lima). referrd to 

ns "nun" or brothu!'; for the proverb st~t s , II~. leopn.:r. 

de-us not G'1.t '1 leopard". 

When an abusu'1. mc,- ts e.s • CiTO\.lP , or ~ S Pf'!'t 

of' the ebusu"'lruw at n funer8.1 c..:l't:, ony or c.ny :fest' rnl, 

tho linguist spunks to the ebusu~kuw only f':ft~r h !l..'1 

cnllvd th~ membors to attention by using th~ '\p~ro_ri~t" 

nppoll.n.t1on of th0 u1)usu~w. The following nrc the 

appellations for the.; S0Vun cbusunh-,m. 

Ebusu~ltmv 

JJ)orn.dzl.' 

Adwenndz , 
An:>n" 

Ntwea. 

Kw:>no. 

Ns:>no. 

Iwidan 

A:)pul!.?JJ,_on 
Abcn'ndzu Kusubnntsin 

Adw nndz Kusu nnt in 

An:)llf\ Kusub: t in, Abun~, Akr 

Ntwen, AbogYl;.J:O, Abont' .. Es1 ' 

K~nn, Mnnso-otu 

Ns:) nn, TWl.;rIJ«) l.'l 

TW'1 Abo ·:-.:fo 
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It has been difficult to trnce the origin of 

the ebusuakuw, since the Akrrns genernlly consider it 

impolite to discuss the origins of people~ particularly 

the origins of others. This is in keeping with the maxim, 

which is a morel injunction cs Y/e ll ns of 8. leg8l rule, 

that no one should revenl another's origin. This 

r e ticence is associated with the pre s ence of .sleves or 

sIeve descendents, in the soc::iety who have no knOllffi 

genenlogies. It is consider ed degrnding, slanderous end 

objectionable to i ndicnte the sl ave-sta tus of cnother and 

to refer to e s l a ve as such or point out slave nncestry, 

unleSS the individuo.l is the mester of the sleve o 

Every ebusua has e consecrated stool (ebusua-gua 

or akongu8) . The religious component of the ebusua is 

symbolised by the ancestral stool and the spirit of the 

nncostors (asamanfo). Fanti strongly believ~'that the 

ebusua-gua or akongua is inhabited by the ancestra l 

spirits end as such look up to the de ad for protection 

and guidance. It is for this reason that liba tion is 

poured to the spirits of the dead. 

The ebusua-gua is normally a small stool tha t 

wns a personnl property of 2 prominent male of the 

ebusua who distinguished h i mself in warfare . After his 

deo.th the stool wo.s consecro.ted by his ebusua ond 

prcservc.;d . L specio.l room in the ebusun-fie is set apar t 

cos 2. stool room where the stools ::md the drums ( akyen) 

if nny , nre kept . Females and unauthorised persons are 

not allowed to enter the stool rooms. 

The stool usuo.lly bears till naDe of a prominent 

encestor. In Egya I tl~ stool of the Royal Family bears 

the nrune "Okum" o.f'ter one of the original ancestors . The 

present occupnnt, Mr . Kobena i.mpiah, is co.lled by the 

stool name, Nann Okum Ababio II. 

Fanti believc thnt the spirits of the eminent 

ancestors of the ebusu". are incorporated into tl£ stool 
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and 1 t is thQrui'orE:: tho most pr1zccl p08oconion of the 

ebusun; its 1088 or capture is thu [~(mtuGt c.'ltuctroph(.; 

thnt C8.n occur. The stool is jca10uo1y gu.nrc1oc1 and every 

yoo.r specio.1 ritun1s are performed; for oxnmp10 the 

purifico.tion or wo.shing of the stoo1o This is known r'I.S 

the IIEguo.doto". This ceremony will be described later. 

It must be noted thet the stool is never used 

by the ebusuo.-panyin i.e. 1inenge-head~ as an ordinary 

stool. He never sits on the ancestral stool which is 

most sacred. Sacred stools are ro.re1y publicly displayed , 

although they were nt times t8.ken to war in the pest to 

meke men fight vo.1iant1y to prevent their c apture o 

Each of the lirle8.g~s or ebusua has e male head 

(ebusuep2nyin) who is often also one of the chief's 

councillors. He is chosen from among all the living male 

members of the clan, irrespective of age or generntion, 

with the consent of the members of both sexes of the 

ebusua. Personnl qualities of tnct, leadership~ 

intelligence and knowledge of' ct'f'o.irs determine the 

choice, ns well as birth (he should be froe-born) • 

:rt is the duty of' the ebusuapcmyin wi th the 

o.id o.nd 8.dvice of the older men and women, to wntch over 

the welfo.re of' the group . He has the duty to settle 

disputes between ::my of' his f'elloYf members . He is 

the ebusu8.'s chief representntive in its politic8.1 nnd 

lego.l relo.tions with other line-ages 'J.nd with the toto.l 

community. He orgnnises funer'J.ls of members o.nd shores 

tne debts 2ccruing from such f'unerals o.Dong its members. 

He is the cus todi cc!1 of' the stool lccnds, stool p8.ro.pherno.lio. 

nnd the sacred stclols of' the ebusuo.. On the occesion of' 

either pacif'ying or wo.shing the stools~ he o.nd his 

elders meet to pour libations and m8.ke of'f'erings to the 

ancestral spirits on behalf' of' the lineage. He 8.ppe8.1s 

to the ancestral spirits to gro.nt to the members of' the 

8basua health and prosperity. 
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At any time that the ebusua is in di~~iculty 

the ebusuapanyin may pour a libation to the ancestral 

spirits or gods, requesting assistance ~or the group. 

Individual members o~ the lineage may bring o~ferings to 

him for the ancestral spirits in co.ses o~ personal 

mis~ortune or in expiation o~ sin or so.crilege. He should 

be imormed o~ 0.11 marriflges, divorces, births and deaths 

in his group or any accidents or mis~ortunes involving a 

member, ~or he is expected to go to his nid. 

Besides the ebusuapanyin who is usually 0. male 

we hs.ve the ";)baatan" (senior woman) who assists the 

ebusuo.panyin. Her duty is to watch over the moro.ls o~ the 

women and the girls, to supervise such ~eminine matters 

ns girls' puberty ceremonies and to help make peace in 

~amily quarrels. 

One would be astonished by the ~~ection with. 

which members o~ the same cla n, but of di~ferent loca l 

lineage, behave towards one another as if they were 

distant kin o~ the same lineage . h stranger coming to 

town will go to the head of till ebusu2 belonging to his 

or her ebusuakuw for n lo.nd on which to fo.rm, nnd if he 

remains, he mny eventually become a member. In Egya I 

a few 81' the clans h2ve an ebusua-fie (cl2Il house), where 

rooms h~ve been res erved far strangers. These rooms could 

be occupied Py strangers ,belonging to the SCHne e'busuakuw, 

~ree o~ rent 0 During ,his stay the stranger is assured o~ 

every possible assistance regarding debt, sickness and 

de~'.th. He I'eallyb ecomes a member and 0. brother of the 

ebusua he came to meet. He may o.ssist in pnying off the 

debt o~ the ebus'u8. especially o.t ~unerals and is at 
\ 

liberty to enjoy rights attached to this obligation. It 

must b~ noted, however, thnt his membership does not 

confer 8.utomntically, rights to property and o~fice in n 

lineage other tho.n his ovm. 



A strongtU' may somet1mes be buried by the 

ebusua but some feo.r is entertained by the ebusua 

regarding the us e of their burial place by strangers. 

For example the Roya l ebusua of Egya I does not a llow 

strangers, even though members of the same ebusuakuVl, 

to be bur i ed t'. t the ebusu2. "nsamonIt.' w" (grave y o.rd) for 

f' eo.r tho. t the descendants of the stranger I:1E'.y cl o. i m the 

l o.nd in future on the groUl1ds tha t the il' ancestors we,r e 

buried there. In Egya I 0. special burial place knovm as 

II apanabena slell! (buria l place for strangers) has been s e t 

as ide far the burial of' strangers. 

Member s of the ebusuakuw nave strong sentimental 

ties uniting th em and these i mPll them to. look o..fter one 

OIlother flS b rothers and come to one another's aid i n times 

of difficulty. This b rotherly a ttitude is predominant 

a t the death of 8. member. On this occasion t he ebusu a 

mQke s every possible arrangement to have the deo.d buried 

and to p8.y th e cost of the funeral. The only po.rt p l ayed 

by the children of the deceased (if ther e are ch ildren), 

i s the provision of the coffin and bedd i ng in whi ch the 

deceased i s lo. id and t he cloths used in covering t he 

corpse. 

The provision of the coffin have sometimes 

brought 8.bout disputes bet 1Jveen t.re children of tl-n 

deceas0d and the ebu sua which has sustained the loss. 

If tre fo.thcr educated the children, it is expoct ed 

tha t a more costly coffin befitting the deceased should 

be provided by them. There have been oc co.sions on which 

the ebusua had r efused to o.ccept coffin presented by the 

children of 0. de ceased member and the ch ildren ho.ve been 

o.sked to provide 0. more suitable one . A l avish ~unoro.l 

compenso.tes a deceased father f or the trouble he tool~ to 

educccte the children , who , :1ccording to custom, bolonc- t(\ 

the ebusua of the mother. 
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Tho pnyment of each onu' s quotl1 of funcr~l 

expenses is strictly a dhe r e d to by members of' tbe ebusuCl . 

The mother, mother's brother or b rother of nn nbsunt 

member of thu clcll po.ys for him. l~bs ence docs no t 

e liminate one 's ob ligat ion tovmrds one's ebusuo. , ond from 

the possibility of inheriting through it. 

Some fishermen migrate o.t e ert o.in times of 

the year to distnnt plo.ccs QVmy from home in search of 

b i gger c o.t ches . They do some savi ng 'lilhile they ore aw2.Y 

to en2.ble them to refund expenses incurred on their 

-beh::.lf by theil" rel 2..tiv es . Members o.re usuo.lly informed 

of funerc.ls and import nnt ceremonies c.nd some come h o me , 

especinlly ~t the deat h of a close rel2..tive . 

f. great deal of importance is a ttc.chod to 

attendc.nce of runc.;r3ls by members of the ebusua s i n c e it 

is believed tho.t one's failure to attend funercls without 

a. good cause "vill incur the displeasure of the spirit of 

the de~d and the person involved m~y be cc.lled by the 

spirits of the deo.d to explair. . This means the death of 

the person concerned. 

Marriage is forbidden b0tween members or the 

snme mntriline ~'.ge , including accessory lineC'.zes, which 

h2..ve be.::n o.tt'1chcd to authentic linengcs, for four or 

mor.] generations . Exogamy W2.S formerly the rule for 2.11 

mOli1bers of the ebuGuc.]mw o.nd anu IDQrric.ge betwec.;n memberC3 

w~s rugnrdcd as incestuous, requiring the sl::mghtering 

of n sheup to pacify th spirits of th~ ancestors . 

While some of the elders still Qdhcrc to this 

principle of clQIl eXOCT\DY, it has undergone extensive 

revision during the lc.st quc.rter or hnli' century, o.nd tod::W 

the exogamous ~trilin0nl unit is esser..ti21ly the f.mtri­

lineo.ge ebusuo.. It is 0.1so forb ide en for one to mnrry 

one's f~thcrts f',tLer's f'c.ther's descend2.:::ts, th-::-.t is, 

of one's patern2.1 IInnn['1l up to th:;; i'ourtl:. generr..tion . 

This to.boo is ~ €;xtension or t~.boo on sex relntio!'lS ~!ith 

• 
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n father's brother's child. The bnsis of' this is the 

identification or brothers. 

Mc.rriage between cross cousins on either side 

is allowed; though there is a preference among men, 

f'or marriage Vii th a mother's brother's daughter. 

Amongst the people of' Egya I men~ers belonging 

to the saBe ebusuakuw, had married. The explanation they 

gave ror this departure from the general rul e was that 

these marriages v!ere contracted between two parties who 

21though members or the snme clan, were not close relatives; 

that is, they were or the same clan but of' dif'f'erent 

lineo.ges, ebusua. It is possible for b'!O members of' th8 

same cIon to marry vlhen the two of' them nre not eligible 

to be buri ed in the sC'.mo ancestrnl burial place or grave 

or "ns nmo.npow", or when each of' till m docs not contribute 

to pay of'f' debts incurred at the f'uneral of' one of' the 

members of' the f'amily of' tre other. 

It is the duty of the f' ~. tls.; r to marry f'or his 

SOl-:' and to £i ve his cJ..'lUghtcr's hand in mm'ri'1ge to n mnn 

who proposes marriC'.ge to her. The consent oi' both 

p2rents, though not lcgf'lly cOTI:pulsory 9 is by usnge 

d~emed indis:;;J<:nsnbllJ f'or G..l1Y mnrr iago . 

It used to be considered sinful f'or [, girl to 

concei vo b efo:..''-. her puberty ceremony, nnd the girl might 

even be expelled from the comr:lUni ty. How BOSt paron ts 

do not take such 8. serious view but r(;prove the daughter 

for bringi~Lt, l~orth Ul illegi tir..nt(; cLild into the f'amily. 

l.Jl illegi timo. tl.- child cnrrieG n stigma which may embarnss 

him III 0. quarrel when older. 

It is rCg':!rG.ed .'lS the duty ['.nc:L the pride of f' 

ro.ther to bring up his children; thnt is to f'c0d, clotho 

~d educate tl13 w rni to gi vo theD 0. footing in lif'e. 

Al though the child.:>en do not inherit from the :f'. thcr, the 

father can pr01riCie for thcI;l by mo.king th0m gifts of' property, 

on his death bed. 
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ry f1rot nne "torn 1..0 hrtvo corn fro(.JTiI" k.V1w.n 1,(, If.!r 

\i l'IJ ,r id to 1 IIrtsa1 Ai'.run:~ nwl ld. I Ii ot 1" (} elr 'light ,1', 

.leu, toguthop with tho J.'():J lovrLng l'U.I', 1,;1 vcn; g{]il J.r'kO, 

Y~\Jl10'l, B:~8Gi, 01'01'1, OkUlltU, Okum 'l'nVl.Ln., O.kllT.1 l~'b[~b.1.o. 

~Cl8Gi Af'i'mw v!ne tho fil'Gt hene1 of thu linu:Agu. J •. i:tor' 

his dvnth he WetS Guccoeded in turn by E<lu 1.rko~ Ynmoro, 

"'~1Clsi, 01'o1'i, Oleuntu, Oleum, Okuln Tawin. rmd Okum Abn.bio 

,tho wos the lo.st successor f'rom whom the present chief', 

NC'.l10 Olrum Ab obio II recc i ved his no.mo. 

Trocing from the matrilineal line , Eku, the 

first VlOmo.n amongst them? mG..rried and brought forth 0. 

dnughter cetllo d j\.kowa; Jl.kowa begot Sakum, Sakum begot 

Egyaa Kankye, EgyGa Kankye begot Okum Tawia, Okum Tawin 

b~got Ai'orba, l...:forba begot Nguresiw,n, Nguresivv'a begot Ovru; 

0.11 these people nre dend. It is from this matrilinenl 

line that the uterine descendants of the l~ona ebusun in 

Egya I and Egya II emerged. It is possible to trace the 

lineage line of some of the ebusuakuw from thes e early 

8.nccstors. Most of these have been repeated in l ater 

generations and some of them can be found in Egya I and 

Egya II now. If some one bears the name Egyna Kankye 

it is believed that he is the descendant of' Egyaa Kankye, 

one of the early ancestresses. 

Each of' the ebusua in Egyn I has an ebusua-gua 

or akongua (the stool of' the ebusua) which is believed 

to have been inhabited by the spirits of' the ancestors 

of the particular ebusua. In most cases the stools are 

stools which were used by their f'irst ancestor when living 

and which nf'ter his dec.th had been consecrated and 

prcserved by them, as the eb~sua-gua, since they believed 

the spirit of' their ancestor was in the stool~ The stools 

of' the various ebusua are cared for by the various heads 

of' the ebusua e ' 
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Egucdoto 
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Lineage Fr1ondl1nu,G,s 

RuIn tionship n.mong momb ur'G of' 0. houoIJhold io 

everywhere cordio.l. Mothers ond dnughtors sho.rc in 

domestic duties c.r:d uso the same cooking utonoils c1e;spitc 

the fo.ct tho.t they helve different husbands. A mother 

could, in the o.bsence o:f the d:::..ughter use any foodstuf':f 

belonging to her d:::"uW1ter. She can o.lso use persono.l 

effects of the daughter such as clothes, neckl:::..ce, ear-rings, 

etc. The do.ughter o.lso m:.:.y o.t :.:.ny time use o.nything 

belonging to the mother without restitution. 

Reg[?,rding the reI:.:. tionship between moi.fu.er o.nd 

son, the son could collect, for example, trinkets from his 

mother to be used by his wife when in need, but these would 

be returned to the mother l a ter. These pr:.:.ctices often 

embarr:.:.ss wives of sons as they do not feel free and 

comfortable in using something belonging to their husbond! s 

mothers. The wives would prefer going to t~leir O':iffi mothers 

for such things. 

In this village d2ughters-in-lm7 who do not 

sto.y with their husbrmds! mothers sometimes send to their 

mothers-in-lo.w such things os wo.ter, :fish from the cD.teh 

of their husbcmds nnd firewood. Besides this casu.:::..l 

presentation of wo.ter, fish o.nd firewood, custOD dcmonds 

that '.vives of' sons should gi Vf:; Christmo.s presents in the 

:E'orm of f'ir(;wood, fo·.':ls , yor18 , spon!;o , SOelP ["'.nd towels to 

the mothers oJ.l.d f"thors of' their husb[;mds. On the other 

hend do.ughters-in-lo.w :J.re relucto.n t to approoch mothers of 

their husbands for such things os fish, welter and foodstuffs; 

but mothers-in-lo.w ~Dd fo.thers-in-low reciprocelte presents 

given them by wives of thei~ sons. 

The rolo.tionship betvleGn f".ther 2nd son is 

something wort:l mentioning. In this ville.go the father 

ho.s the right to go to sen. Vii th his son D.nd besides this 

he could ask the son to do :.:.:~thing he ne8dcd f'or him. 

When young the f:.:.ther provided him with clothing 2nd food. 
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At tho nge of going to sue. thlJ fntlwr Hc·1 rH3 the :30n to 

procure Q bont ~'.lld some nets. When tho Gon roachoo the 

n[;u 01' r.1O.rrir-,g0 the f:cther provides him with n. wife. In 

the event o:f the son hnvi ng n liking for 0. pnrticulnr 

;:-irl tha f::::ther's f'pp rov["'. l must be sought before marriago • 

.Af'ter marrif'ge the son cnn stay with his wi fe in his fo.ther's 

or mother's house. 

In this villaGe sons, after having married, 

still Dnke it e. point to send part of the day 's catch to 

the father or mother. This is a way o:f helping parents 

Y1th their subsistence . 

The r e l a tionship between sons-in-law and their 

fathers-in-lm'! 2nd mothers-in-lnw regarding the presentntion 

of gifts is the se.me a s described on the side of the 

daughters-in-lnw to their parents-in-law. Sons-in-law 

regard the fnthers and mothers of their wives ns their own 

f nthers nnd mothers nnd should do nnything tha t is 

requested of them . The mother-in-lnw is nt liberty to 

r ec i proc nte gi fts sent to her by sons-in-lnw ; it is only 

in r are cnses thnt fc.thers -in- lnw reciprocc.te gift s 

s~nt to them. 

Fathers-in-l::::\'! Cl.nd mothors-in-lnVl l1elp with the 

settlement of c.ny disputes tho..t ::::rise betvleen husband 

ond wife . During the day most mnrried men nnd WODen live 

in the houses of their pnrents . The women do all their 

cooking in those houses ~Ld the ~ood is sent to t he ir 

husbands, but in L!xceptionnl cases the husbands como to 

the ir wives to eat. In the nig"'ht the women go to sleep 

with their Imsbnnds o..nd r eturn the fo llowing day. This is 

::::lso true of the other \"!Omen'iho .hnve t he ir husbnnds a t 

Egya II or Egyn lIT, but who live in this village . 

In most cases the husbands hnd single rooms 

and it \Vc.s impossib le to accommodnte more then one wife 

at the sc.me time so different times hc.d been scheduled 

different wives, so that their times for sleeptng 

overlap. 
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Th0ru 81"0 thrwu mnin CO t0c;oriwo oi' prope:rty 

th~t cem be inhuri tL;d cmd thUSG nre: otool property, 

ubusun. ))l'opurty ['.nd ~)ri vo.to or o.cquired .oropurt;:r. 

Stool property includeD such items ns cercmoni~l 

s',lOrds, cloths, umbrol18s ~ gold orn8ments 9 house and lemd 

owned by the stool, the proceeds of' which are used f'or 

the upkeep of' the chief' and tIle o.heni'ie. When 0. chief' 

dies, or is destooled, the stool property is lef't f'or 

his successor. It is the custom in this village tho.t one 

who succeeds a deceo.sed chief' should WJ.rry the wife of' 

the f'ormer chief'o The present chief considers this 

pro.ctice outmoded e 

The ebusuo. property includes o.ncestrnl lemds 

f'or the use of the group, immovable property such nS 

houses, we8l th, tools, fishing equipment cmd o.ny 

property or goods tho.t have been inherited f'rom a kinsman 

or obt2ined by using ebusuo. funds 0 With tre exception 

of' the ebusuo. land, the items enumero.ted under this 

heo.ding nre in.heri ted ni thin of' the extended f'8ffiily. 

Person8l or acquired property includes such 

things as land, houses, equipment or weo.lth 3. man has 

acquired through his ovm ef'f'ort without the use of' f'unds 

of' the ebusuo. or tho assistnnce of' his kinsmen. It is to 

this tYJe of' property tho.t members of' the extended 

f'o.mily pay pnrticular o.ttention, since it of'ten brings 

~.bout long-stonding feuds "Getween members of' the extended 

f'o.mily in Co.scs v;rhere the verbal or written will of' till 

dece8sed rvas not executed. This type of' pro}?erty can only 

be inherited through tho m:;ltrilineal line by o.ny of' the 

f'ollowing in order of' seniority: brothers, sisters, 

sist~rst sons c.nd dnughters. In the absence of' the 

people enumero.ted the property will go to the mother's 

sisters' children. Where the property of' 0. slo.ve is 

involved it is usually the mnster who inherits her or his 
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It is believed tho.t the spirit of' the dead 

still inhab it the yroperty of a deceased person and 

therefore person:::,.l ef'f'ects of' the de:J.d should r em:J. in 

untouched for 0. year following burio.l, after which period 

the spiri t is t~!ought of as not i lli'12.b i ting the property 

8.ll.y longer. On the occ2,sion of the II afe~i d c.." ( n year 

ill'ter the burial of the dece :J.s ed) members at' till ex t ended 

f'o.mily g2.ther together to pour n libat ion to the spirit 

of' the decensed QUd ~~ter this the property is hrrnded 

over to the :J.ppointed heir. 

Funerary Ri t es 

The generQl Ako.n customs ar e f'ollov/ed. It 

faust , however , be noted tho.t \/hen 0. person dies in Egya, 

members of h i s ebusuo. give him six yo.rds of' cloth whieb is 

knovm ::..s ebusua-to.m. It is with this cloth thQt the deQd 

idcntif'ics himself to members of' his ebusua when he goes 

to hades (samano.dze). It is bel i eved that on the QrrivQl 

in ho.des he sho.res tl'13 cloth 'iii th the deo.d he goes to meot. 

When 0. f'c..ther t s sibling dies it is customary 

in this vill::..ge th[1t the children belonging to the f'ather 

come to gether to present t wo yards of' cloth to the dec.d. 

For eXQmpl e, if' my brother dies 9 my children and thc 

children of o.ny of' my brothers are bound by custom to 

clothe my deQd brother who is their uncle . This is [\ 

Si@l of respect po.id to their father ' s brother ~ho they 

c::..ll 'f::..ther' 31so. 
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Fig .. 1 
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Fig. 2 

GENEALOGICAL CHl~T SHOWING 
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Fig. 3 

.AFFINAL KIN 
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Fig . 4 

AFF'INAL Kll\f 
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF A WOMAN 
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THE ASAFO 

Informants stated that the Asafo came into 

existence as Q result of tribQl wars. The Fantis, like 

the rest of the Akans, hQd no standing army, and, prior 

to the formation of the AS 2fo, they hQd no organised 

body for the defence of their land. In the event of war 

the people went to bQttle under the command of lineage 

heads with their matrikinsmen. Thus at the beginning 

mili tm"y service etmong the Akans was betsed on kinship. 

Every able bodied member of the Ashonti community was 

liable for military service, and took his place during 

war in the army within his lineQge group and under his 

lineage head o Thus military service was based on kinship 

which was also the basis of the politicQl organisation. 

In this situation cODrdina tion of th e forces of the several 

groups was not easy. 

Some informants asserted that the Asetfo 

system among the Fantis originated QS a result of the 

Ashml.ti r a ids on the coast , while others ma int Qined 

thQt the F anti s brought it along with them to the eoast 

from Tekyiman when they migra t ed fro m there. The l a tter 

opinion o.ppeClrs more authentic, bearing in mind that the 

As8fo orgQUizCltion is not peculiar to FQntiland , but to 

all the Ak::m tribes. In consonQnCG with this latter 

opinion J oC. De GrClft Jolmson r ecords thQt the Asafo 

throughout F 2ntilClnd owes its l etter development and 

growth, 3.nd not its origin li whi ch WQS from the time 

Boribori 1tt3.ntsi left Tekyiman Qnd beyond to seek fresh 

fields and pastures new" , to outDide aggressors such as 

the Ash::mtis 0 

Duties 

The Asafo served as et st~l.ding Army which could 

be called upon ~t Qny time to take up arms to defend the 

18...Yld Qgainst aggression. As time went on and the Asafo 
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grew in strength and st2:b ility its dut i es multiplied and 

i ncluded social, political and religious duties within 

the stcte as well. 

The Asni'o becClme till l abour force f'or 3.11 commD-n d 

-Nork · in t he village o.nd the state as 3. whole . The lI.sa:J:o 

constructed rOD-ds connecting tovms , and mcede paths to 

streams and other plClces of public interes t. They cleaned 

the to~~, dug grceves f'or the de a6 , defended the people 
\ 

agains t robber s , chD-sed murderers and hunted wild animals 

thClt hD-rD-ssed tre people. They were responsible f'or 

figh ting f'ir e s in the tovm, saving people f'rom drowning 

a t s ea o.nd orgo.nizing search p arties for the missing. 

They carried the ch i ef in his palaquin during his inst al-

l a tion am on ceremonial occasions, nnd escorted him when 

he went out on pub lic occ as ions or travelle d to other 

stCltes . 

The Asaro played a prominent part in state 

poli tics. Through ~he Asafo, the COJ11Jl10n man h o.d his 

voice in the government. The Asnf'o had the power to 

approve or disapprove of 3 candidate f'or a stool, and 

although the selection of'D- chi ef' is the responsibility 

and right of the stool family, no c andidD-t e e lected 

could be inst D-l l ed chief' without the D-pprova l of the 

Asaro. 'The AS 2f'O could C2use the destoolment of' a chief' 

"i'lho , through his D-ctions or behaviour, ceased to s atisf'y 

them. 

The Asaro als o figures promincntly in the annua l 

r eligious ceremcnj.cs of the stnt e . On the se occasions 

the Asaf'o compani es paraded in the streets, drumming, 

Singing 2nd f'iring guns. They also pl ayed a signif'icant 

• part in the perf'ormClDce of f'unernl rites both of' their 

own members and of th~ chief' 3.nd other imp ortD-nt 

pers onalities of' the tov'm. 
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The Gupi is 0. seniop officeI' of eo.c11 company. 

He is the custodio.n of the funds, ammunition and papapher­

nalia of his comp~ny. He settles disputes between membeps 

of the company with the help of his elders; he sees that 

:geace is maintccined among the membeps o.nd that the 

AS2foher~o (captains) pepfopm their duty propeply. On 

account of his duties, especially with pegard to settling 

disputes and mo.intaining peac<;3, he is often c o.lled 

"Obaatan tf , that is 'Bother t of the compo.ny. Depending 

upon its size~ a company can have more tha n one supio 

The office is heredi to.ry. According to J.B. Chris,tensen 

the office is inherited paterno.lly, descending to 0. brother 

or a son. This is confirmed by J.e. De Graft Johnson 

who adds, howevel", tho.t a nephew mo.y be selected if he 

succeeds to the unclets property. At present things are 

changing and succession to this office is shifting to 

the m8.terno.l side: At Egya the succession to the office 

is now mo.trilineal. This cha nge ho.s been influenced 

mostly"by the fo.ct that the Aso.fo is now more or l ess 0. 

purely socio-politico.l orgo.nization in which military 

functions have virtually disappco.rcd. 

The Asafohemfo are tl'E c o.p t a ins of the Asafo. 

In war <;::ach As o..f oheneto.kes ~ommo.nd of 0. section of his 

peoplo numbering from 10 to 40. They receive their 

order£ directly from till Supio I~ pea .e they are 

responsible for orgo.nization and Do. intenance of disci­

pline in their sections. Their insignia is the tlAbo.a ll , 

0. whip. L co n::98l1Y Cffil have as many c o.p t o. ins a s it t h inks 

convenient. These officers also serve as b~dyguapds for 

their fo..mily stools. The Asafohene of Compo.ny No.1; Twafo, 

o.t Egy8. No.1, inherited the ofi'ice from his uncle. 

The spirit of the Aso:f:o is in its drum. The 

offi ce of till drummer·, Okyerema, is therefore 0. very 

importo.nt onc. The Okyerema c~n bent his drum to praise 

and extol, to encourage o.nd spur on, to rnlly and challenge, 



1'\1 \(1 1.,) II t.' r 1. 11 1 I , r'!JI'l r l1 y LfJ t ( V' 1( ", (J)' r ' Lt· t, ( I ,f' 

to 27~ . odygu. r n r [ber' 

not. 1,,;." tho l' c10zun 11'\1 1 . '1'l i. 01' ... 1 o.i. not ( ~l' ,11 t .... ry 

'no :::ll;iTbody ,d t14 t}J() t. 1 n t. 1'or' dru :roll G C' n tJCCO'l 

Ol-yeI'L:!' . • 

iu10t11~1' iI':l:oort'1.1.t o· ... icc is trut 01' 

Tho AG~!i'o lo1Uf3 

t~e f irs t c onnidcr::.tion of __ ,ur.; )or' of co::xpany . "'he 

f l 8.gbe2rcl' must bL: or.-ill..! , brnve ·..ncl drtr'ina . He n ! .:0 

8.b out wi t ~ 8. bo EUo.l'd of' <lozc~. 01' no '0 ~or., _ .0\7 •. :lS 

1I1 .. s ck::-.l:,b ~ i'0". They h'1vL: t o 0 ..... '" that thi..: fl"e ic- __ -:or 

c O-pture d by the enemy , t's thr:t will b~ thc f:;rc~tc. .... t 

hur.1ilic.t i on t he As"'YO c~~ sui';.'(;r . Or~ his 8.ppointml..!!l-'-

thc " Fr anlw'J.ki t san y i" i o ~):r:· e:::(,.n-::I..!Ll '.\lith '. r U "'ilk loi!l-

c l oth s i mil .r to t h't 01' the OkYOI·CL1". ~"1d ::'..!1 "..I:OU-.'lt 0_ 

13s . 6d . or ~Ol'C . Tho ofL i co is not her ditnr . • 

Tho "f~s:.U'o -k~ n1f'o" is the priest OoL th~ !.s~~ ... o 

god . He r ea cho s t h i s off i co by b~inT p ossdssed by the 

II ob osom" ( god) of tho ! l.s nI:o. Hc p I'opi t i O- t cG t;11..! £"ou::; , 

p e r f orms d i vina tions , i nvckes th..: blcss i n[,'s nnd protl...ctiO!: 

of the god s up on tte f~s afo nncl }!roviu~s members wi t h 

prot e c -c i vo m(;dicines . Ever y comfmy lw.s i ts own II Ok~ J. 0" . 

Memb ershi p 

Ev e r y Fanti child i s b or'n i n t o t he As:1i:o 

orgnni sation and b e lon gs to hi s f ~1t.~1 L;I"S compnny . But n 

person c Ctl1 chOongo his Asn1'o when circullls t :'llCOS demf'J"hl i t. 

F or instancc 9 if n. nephow s u ccecds his unc l e [1 8 o.n offi 1:.,)1' 

o f' t ho J~s ni'o, he h n. s to change to his 'lm cle ' s 1 .. 6 0.1:0 i1' 
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is co sio.or'\:d :'J1. "cti v, lnl,.;mbor Ot ~:r.L,; comp' .j' . Entry 

mombers of' th' 1.0 • .i'o . 

It is sil,nii'ic, lt to not"" th"t n ... tI OUg;. l the 

P·'...lti syst0m of inhcrit:l.l1ce i~ 1 ntrilinenl , . Cllild , 
folloh's into l!is i·c.th~r ' " 1."'~ .... 0. Thi8 mnl"..cs the I.sr-..f'o t: 

po.1':11101 :p~l.trilin,-,:ll 01" ~::m1znt101l:,O the !ll:ltrilin,-,::!l cl::... 

ors·;.nizc.tion knO'.m as th,-, I usun, ',/. ieh cuts across th~ 

f,lntriline,.go Sy:::;t",T.;. !~ c ild inhllri ts his f'" ther I G 

rll10 gives th", Cilild his spirit . ! .. child th",r<.. ... 0_ '-' 

inherits the f ther ' s milit~,ry !?row,:::sG '1nd br .... 7cry , ;lnd 

as tilG f~.tl10r ' s spir:;.t .thich the cl ild if'Jll:ri ts is i~ hi8 

LS8.i:o, it is only nntur"'..l tP_'lt the child. ',lso should 

'belong to the srme Jl.co.i:o . In this situ: tion t. person ' s 

obli[:~ tion to his i'''.thcr 1 <, cornp:.ny t~~c;3 n roc...:Qenct.; over 

c.ll his other o..:ffilintions i.lcludint:' the J.busuo. . In t~!e 

event of' ci1'il --,'r.r r. person '.Iill ther\,.;forc not scruple to 

t::.kc :J.l'ms c.~~r.inst hie onn kinsmen or AbusUfC if thcy 

~lr.ppen tc belong to e.nothl3r compony, e.6 service to his 

comlJ"llY is tl1C most inclispens:J.bl c du t y of the citizen . 

In Gxtcrnr.l wars, '11 though the Asetfo movccl out 

2.S comp e.nies in the ir groper ordor, till y went 'lS one body 

from eo.ch st:J.te. In this si tu:..'.tion the ASc.fo p:.J.rtisC\.Il 
• 

spipi twns c:J.st as ide ~'ncl the 1 .. 82f'0 :md t110 .fI.busuo. 

worked sid~ by si<le in r e covering bodies or the dco.d ::md 

removing the woundecl from tlY: battlci'icld wi thout t hinldnc 

of' individual oi'filio.tionG. 
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There are ~our kinds o~ Asa~o drums, the 

Tontoll y the Apenteng y the Ansabn y and the Kobina Manso 

or Yeakyen M2.11S0. The former three are us e d ~or 

ceremonial drumming 8.lld dancing and the l a tter, the 

Yenkyen Manso, for summoning and rallying up members o~ 

the company for meetings, or in time o~ emergency_ The 

drums are never taken out of their storage room ~or use 

without pouring libation to the gods residing in them. 

A small pot is placed in a corne r a t the storage room 

8.lld drinks o~~ered to the gods are poured into it. In 

the process o~ pouring libation to these gods, as I 

witnessed et Egya II~ a little o~ the drink is poured on 

each o~ the drums before the rest is poured into a little 

pot. 

Jnstallati~n of O~~iceys 

When a pe.rson is selected and approved o~ by 

the As~o, he is t aken to the company post. He is carried 

shoulder high on muskets and taken round t he post or 

shrine three times. Libation is then poured and his 

forehead is marked with clay mixed with the liquor used 

~or the libation. l'J'ter this he is c arried agnin in the 

manner describ e d above a ll through the tov1Jll and to each 

o~ the other company posts as an nnnouncement of his 

accession to the office. He is then co~ined indoors for 

a week during which period he is fed by theAsn~o and 

prepared for the day of his inst a llation . On the 

seventh day the n ew of~iccr o.nd his men spend the night 

camping on tho outskirts o~ the tovm where they keep on 

dru~~ing and singing until tte next morning. In the morning 

he has a ritua l bath and ho.ving been dressed in the best 
I 

o.ttire, he is cnrried triumphantly to the Company shrine 

'.7here the entire company and the old o~~icers are gathered. 

There he takes his oo.th o~ of~ice, swearing be~ore the 

entire COTIr.Qo.ny that he will answer their call in nny 

emergency, in war or in peace, in rain or sunShine, night 
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or dny; nnd that if he fnils any day to liv~ up to his 

on th he should be dealt with accordingly. The other 

officers in tuYn swear to him, pledging their support nnd 

full co-operation with him in the execution of his duties. 

f ... t this sto.gethe new officer presents drinks, usually in 

moneY$ to the company, part of which is used in sending 

notification drinks (usually 2s.6d.) to each other 

company in the state p thereby seeking their recognition 

for the new officer. 

Posthumous ~nst21lation 

Lny officer who dies before his formal 

installation is installed posthumously before the 

norm8.l funeral rites o.re performed for him. A vigil is 

kept o.s usual on the outskirts of the tovm . (see Section 

Ceremonies~ below). The following morning the body is 

carried on a stretcher 9' taken pound the town and brought 

to the vicinity of the company shrine. There tb~ee guns 

are fired and he becomes installed. The body is then 

to.ken to the house for the normal funeral rites. 

Funerals 

When a member of the Asafo dies ~ his company 

keeps a vigil for him. The burial take s plc,ce the 

following do.y. After the burinl the family of the 

dcccD.sed formally notifies his compnny by sending some 

drink. j~ do.y is then fixed for the funeral celebration. 

On the r.lj;Jpointed day, the Asafo gathers at the company 

post 2nc~ from there proceeds to till housc vlhere the 

funeral is be ing celE:brated, led by the "Frankaakitsnnyi" 

nnd his bOQyguard, followed by the drillfimers 9 nnd then by 

tne rest of the cODpany. Where a compOJ1y has to pass 

through onother village messengers are scnt to the village 

hend (oc1.ikro) along with some drinlcs to inform him of 

tne ir po.ssing through his tOW:'l [Lnd to assure him that 

their mission is :90aceful-. The Aso.fo then enter till town 

-;/here the Odikro and his elders ho.ve nssembled, provide 
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them with drinks,. and they in turn give a brief enter-

t 2. inment before passing on. Failure to adhere to this 

procedure may result in serious cons e quences, as the 

l>.S afo of the town in question will not allow the compnny 

to pass through. At the funeral the company puts up a 

display of drumming, dancing and firing of guns in giving 

the l as t honour to the deceased comrade. 

Funeral expenses nre the responsibility of the 

~~usua of the deeensed. The Asaro only gives donations 

which range fro~ 10s.6de to 21s. (according to the rank 

of the decensod) to the .hbusua. Double the amount of 

whatever donation i s g iven is paid bo.ck to the As afo by 

the vfife of the deceased. According to Christensen the 

wife pays bo.ck this amount to the Asaro because it is 

held t hat the wealth of the deceased will now go to her 

~busua and that this fu therefore the l as t opportunity the 

company will have to obtain payment fr9m him. This 

explanation joes no t appear to be reasonable enough. If 

the aim of the Asaro is, so to say ~ to tax tge wealth of 

the deceased which will subsequently go to his .Abusua, 

then it is the Abusua and not the wife who should pay this 

money to the As2i'o, because a ccordi ng to the Abusua 

system, the wife does not belong to the Abusua of the 

husbQUd . On the other hand~ the Asafo elders of Egya 

explain tho.t, by paying this money to th e company, the 

wow:m purif i es herself ,",hat is, she purges herself of 

tho "sD.lllrrnll (spirit) of the decegsed. Therefore this 

p:-'.~rmen t C QIl be s8.ic1 to repr(; s ent the dovV"£'y p2.id for the 

women by the husb e,nd wher.. they got marr i ed . -As such, by 
• r efunding this money to thB company of the deceased, she 

customo.rily effects a divorce with the deceased o.nd can 

get married ago.in without the saman of the de ceased taking 

any offence . 
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Formerly whon 0.. m~mber of the Asafo died, th~ 

wife had to p o..ss through a n ordc,~l to p rove her innocence 

or confe ss her guilt OJ A rope vms ti e d round her wrists 

o.nd sho was drc.gged to the comp c.ny post o..nd asked to 

conf ess hor guilt. I~ she did not confes s r eadily, she • 

was severely maltreat ed; h e r hair was cut 2nd her body 

bosmeared with mud . The treatment was h arshe r if she vms 
• 

susp e cted of adultery. Several methods were used to ex a ct 

confession in such cir cumstanc es. A common one was to 

collect in a gourd 1uat e r used in washi ng the !~s o..f o drum, 

put some herbs into it o..nd g ive it to the Ho man to drink. 

It vms believed tha t t he Obosom of the drum would kill 

he r if sile £'o.il01 to confess her guilt or proved to b e 

untrut~ul. The r e is no guarantee, however, tha t such a 

mixture d i d not conto.in p oison. Other methods used were 

thrashing , exposure, applying irrit a ting l eaves on t he 

skin, or c a rrying the Asafo drum on the h ead of the 

victim while beating it. Many women would r eadily 

conf e ss to accusations they wer e not guilty of in order 

to avoid public ordoal or save themselves from continuous 

torture. If the victim confessed to adultery , till Asaro 

collected double the normal o.dult ery fee from the s educer, 

gave half of it to the Abusua of' the deceased and retained 

the other ho.lf o A woman confessed to adultery by calling 

out the seducer to come am rel ease hor from her 

sufferings 0 

Another method of ge tting confession was by 

divination. The vj.ct i m was given three eggs to break 

2g2inst the Asafo drum. I f any of the eggs b roke into t "vo 

and the shells fell tq the ground with the edges pointinG 
I 

up"iflQrds, tre victim was assumed innocent, otherwise she 

would have to confess her guilt readily or pass through ' 

the ordeal. This l a tt er method is s till utili~ed D1 some 

places, but if a woman chooses not to confoss o..nything 

when she is not vindic,nted by the diVination, she is let:t 
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Md. only r gtu'<1 J by th t(l~fl1H pOOl'l,} ,.. J "11 (4dultr oJ o. 

/, wolllnn who cont '01." llur Kuil t l~r (; 1,0 1)' c1!'y tho oLr;, 

01' tho J .. sai.'olcyun lJY ot'fur i[lr~ Ur;i,f, 01' fUYll to l.t . 

I~dult ' ry wit h n 1\; I l ow mur,,'!lu}:,t n Hi1"", 1~ 

l?~\r t i cul "'pl y nbhol'P lll1t . A pePGon who COIl ili ta [1 wh I\n 

of.!: once i o }!uniGhcd by n f in~ i n nclcU t i on to nr'y1ng the 

i1dul t or y f oc to the mombo r whosu V/ifo i s seduced . I I 

pOI'son who co mmi ts 8.dult or y vd th ::m offic er ' s wi fe :payc 

doub l e the n orl.lC"cl o.dul t c r y fec . I n t he snme ... vny i f' rr.ny 

cfi' ic e r ::180 commi ts <'.(lul t e r y wi t h ccnyb ody' s wi f'e , hE:; 

o.l s o p nys doub l e t l1C norm21 f ee to t he wronged per s on . 

Other offences which nr E: c onsider l:Od ve ry s e rious 

o.re cowo.rdic e on tlB bat ·c l e - f i e ld end f o. ilure to n t tend 

conp':'J.1Y c e..l l s . I n olden dc-ys covmr c.ice on t he b e.. ttl~­

:' i e l d wc-s punished wi th dec-t h , or be..ni shment fro m the 

s t ::cte , or prohihition fro m hnving 0. wife , or, if the 

:.?orson we.. s a lrco.dy mo.rried , t he wi fe wa s made to divorce 

~lin . ~'iember s who deliber o.t e l y fo.. il to 2.t tend calls are 

::9w1ishcd by a f i ne e.Dd sov ere l y r eprimo..nded . 

CereI!lonies 

Apar~ from p articip o..ting in annu a l c e r e monie s 

of t he sta t e , tm Ase..fo b;y i tso l f observcs t llr ee ma jor 

c er emoni es , viz: tlAtiran" , " f..yiry", e..nd "Frc.n ko.o..pue". 

The "~tir an" i s t he c eT'emon i a l outdooring of 

n e':! officer s . Th i s c e r emony used to be performed nnnuo.lly, 

but OWi.{lg to t he h eo.vy expense s involve d, it is now l ess 

r egul o.r o..nd t c'.lC(;S p l o. c e on ce i n four or f ive yee..r s . On 

the vigil of thi [3 c e r emony ".11 the of1'ice r s appointed 

since the l o.st " /,tir o.n tl 'J.lld their men spen d the night on 

·~ he outskirts of the t o·,m wher e t hey keep 0. vigil with the 

1.:suo.l drumming o.nd d e..ncing ~ The 1'ollowing morning the n e';! 

ot.'f'1cers h o..v c 0. rituo. l · bo.. t h '. They Clre dr e ssed up gorgeously 

nnd carried triurnpl1antly to thB town a midst drumming o.nd 

firing of guns, with the womenfolk singing cm c.1 dancing ana. 

circling aroUDli them. They nre t o.ken to the company post 
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where they n.re gruet od by too old off'icero o.nd tb.c: cldcrG . 

Thu "Akye r ekw::tn" tID n r ecount to them th(.;ir dutic8, tm 

br::tvo deeds of their 811CE::storG whom they succeed , o.nd thB 

exploits and victories of the compo.ny on the bat t l e - rield . 

The n ew of:fice I' s then r enew their oaths to the compony. 

Arter this they sit in s t o.te o.nd till jubilo.tion cont i nu(;s 

thI'oughout tllD day. The dl-,inks [md gunpowder used o. t 

the occasion a r e provided by th ~ new officers . 

The li1l..yirye" resti v o.l is 0. c eremonial po.rac18 

of the Asafo. This i s observed in those years in which 

the Atiran is not observed. 

The "Frank8.apue " is 0. c eremony ror the outdooring 

of flags . A par =.de i s held through the to \'Tll in '.ihieh 0.1 1 

the rlo.gs or the company are d i sp l ::cycd . 

·Women 's Po.rt in tl~ AsQfo 

The women rorm an o.uxilio.ry group or the Asaro . 

In the event or 0. 'vvc.r they constituted themselves i nt o 0. 

depsI'tment or rood supply Dnd s ml' tho.t the nen wer e :fed on 

the b o.ttle-:field . During the tribo.l wo.rs wo men went to 

the rront to supply th e war'riors with rood . During tlx; 

L'l.tervo.ls betwee!1 meals t hey do.ub ed tl1er!lsel ves VIi th white 

elo.y, dressed up in I'rhi t e c e lico, o.nd po.rac1ed the streets 

up o.nd down Singing solelID1 songs wi t h the belier tho.t 

this action could influence the course of event s Qild 

b ring victory home to their men . 

Atto.ched to SOf'le eomponi es o.re sp eci o. l soc i o.l 

do.nce bo.nds rormed by the women . Sueh.o. bo.nd is known o. s 

"Adziwo.lI [md the leader knorm o.s II Adziwni' ohonna ", meo.ning 

raother of the members or the Adz iwo. . 

Some women mcmbe:c.s of Ue 1I..so:f:o c o.n rise t o the 

rQilk of "Aso.:foyere" (c o.p t C'. in) ::nld "Supi". At present 

there is 0. fe!LC'. le Supi o. t 1u10mo.bu, whom I met dur ing the 

course or my r8se o.reh. Although Homen members or the 

Aso.:fo o.re not expected to go to war, thoso promoted to 

the rC'.ll.k o:f cC'.ptain B-nd Supi h ave to 9 o.nd 8re expected to 
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lertd their mcm to tbc b o.ttl El -f'101c1. I n connc..:c t10n with 

this Brodie Cruickshank ci tos em 1nstnnco i n which in 

the l o.tc invasion of the Appollonio.n terri tory, " 0. 

brave A.mo.zon of' Dixcove mo.rched o.t tIle hc..:o.d of her 

compRny". 

Finrul.c~ 

The Asafo collects no membership fees and 

demands no r8gul~' dues. Memb ers nre asked f or contribu-

tions when the need arises. Two other sources from vvhich 

the Aso..f'o derive s its funds o.r e fines o.n d payments mo.de 

by wid')ws a t the de2th of their husb2.l1ds to the company . 

Meetings 

No r egul ar meetings nre held. Members o.re 

summoned to meetings when there is anyt h i ng i mportan t to 

discuss. Thos~ f2.iling to a tt end such meet ings c.re fined 

QIld reprimQIlded ~ 

Marria~ 

The Aso..f'o has no r estrictions 1i/ith r egard to 

l1larrio.ge. 11. member of' till A S2J:O can mo.rry 0. woman of 

his own compan y or of another. 

Though the peopl e of Egyo. live in three 

separate villo.ges ~ they cons ider t hemselves a q one and 

the s ame people. When they 0.11 lived toge t her o. t the 

present site of Egyo. I they formed themselves into three 

Asc:f:o companies , namely~ Twaf o, Akomfodzi, ruld Kyirem. 

Lo.ter, some of the people, those belonging to the Kyirem 

company, moved to a new site ab out a hundred o.nd t wenty 

yo.rds awo.y o.nd :i.' ouJ1ded Egyo. Do.m, known o.s Egya II. 

Egy2. I W8.S then left with t wo compo.ni es , Two.fo o.nd 

Akomf'odzi. When Egy8. III wQ.s founded, the migrants 
.. 

moved o.s indi viduo.ls and did form 8.ny sep o.r o. t c comp ani es 

at their new village. In addition to 0.11 the u8uo.l 

offices genernlly attached to the Asafo; Supi, Aso.f'ohomfo, 

Okyerem8., Fro.nka8.kitsanyi, Asekamb~fo, ~\kyerekwo.n, 

Aso.f'o-Komfo o.nd Osahen, the Egya Aso.f'o :Q.ave a II susunsu" 
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(lit. wntor mu( oU%' 1:) or COI'cl-bura'ul'. Tho rlufJuncm' 0 

uty in to rine1 out th\) <lui> tIl 01' till.) VVit t(;I' f' L 'V~~l:'1 OUu 

pl Ct.;" w11un L}I(:J (;olTlll:tny gaur' out 1.0 r':1.Hl. II!: OtYeJr: thjCj 

by l~lumw OJ' n cOl'~l, 1)011C0 th\;! TlI'nll.l 'co:r·c]-bOtlt'(.;!". 

Thu ~~ who is hend 01' tl1l.) tlu'r.:;u comp~\nil.;rJ 11 vr;}:, at 

Egyn II. 

Th0 Twni'o nncl Akom:fodzi comJ!~nic3 hnve the ~';~l[,lC 

:fetish, "obosonl kyen Kwesi ll , but they hnve sepnro.tc:: 

shrines. Kyircli1 con:pony of Egya II is under the 

protection o:f Obosom Al<:ron. 

The relo.tionship between the 1\..so:fo companie;s 

at Egyc. is quite cordic:l, contrary to what obtains in 

mony other to.vns. There hnve been no :feuds benween them 

a~d m~y differences that crop up nrc settled among them 

by the Osahene and his elders. 

FISHING 

The principo.l occupntion o:f the residents is 

:fishing. Thc fishing C2noes are kept on the rocky stones 

which run along the beach the v!hole length of' the village. 

Some po.rts of' the rock s so protrude into the s eo. th2t the 

plo.ce becomes pass o.ble only dUI'ing 10H tide. The open 

l::mdinr; bench mee.suring o.cout a hundred and fif'ty yards is 

shc..red equally by both Egyo. I whic:~ occupies the westerly 

portion of' this open space and Egyo. II in the East. 

There is 8. steep descent :from the villo.ge to the beo.chc 

Racks :for drying the nets are about forty feet above the 

level o:f the bench. 

Cc..no,·'s ond nets form til.e mO.in fi shing genr Oct 

Egya. Other equipment such o.s hooks ~ lines o.nd so.ils 

are o.lso considered essential. As 8. result of the absence 

of' lnrge and sui to.ble trees f'rom which c~oes could bc 

built along the COo.st, 0. greo.t cleo.l of' expense is entailed 

in securing conoes. The storo.ge ot (.;quipment receives 

speeio.l o.ttention, :::md storo.ge plo.ces :far the nets, lines 

and sails o.re often better thcm till sleeping plaCeS of the 
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mvners or c8.ret8.kers. ' While "qui te 0. lot of' the people 

sleep on mnts sprco.c-:' on too f'loors of' their un-cemented 

rooms, their nets o.nd lines ere stored on smo.ll t o.bles 

or reLised plo.tforms especi8.11y constructed for this 

purpose. Dif'f'ercnt types of nets 0.11 receive ths so.me 

co.ref'ul tre o. tment. 

With ~he exception of the shore dro.g net, the 

:fishermen Qt Egyo. employ 0.11 the types of net in use in 

GheLn2. The rocky shores 2l1d stones prevent the use of' 

the dr o.g net. 

The most iLlport 211t of' the nets used \'t Egy2 

is the "Ali" net. It is 0. very long net ·rri~o.suring 
\ 

between 170 f' o.!hQms to 300 fe,thoms, 2nd 32 Yffi'ds deep . 

EeLch net is composed of three sizes of' mesh mef''suring 1 i 
i ' 1 3 ' h d 11 " , ncnes,. ~ lnc_es o.n ~ lncnes. The re o.~ on f'or using 

three different size meshes in one net is to ensure th2t, 

the net would be o.ble to cope with 8.11. t y-pes . o.nd sizes 

of' herring, except the v ery smo.ll ones which should be 

sJ!o.red :Lor t he next or f'olloH ing yeo.r. The top of' the 

"Alit! net is f'loo.ted 'with corks to . ensure proper bo.lo.nce 

when the net is s pr end in tlB weLter. These corks o.r e 

f'ixed o.f'ter every two meshlJs "'1h0re the meo.surement of' the 

mesh is 1i of' 2n inch. Thedi s to.nce between the corks 

o.t 1-i inches is three , ' while the interv2.1 0.t 1t inches is 

four. The lmver end of the net is weighted dovvn with 

pieces of le 2d o.t o.lterno.te mesh interv o.ls of' three 3Ild 
'. ! 

f'our. 

The. fishermen ut Egyo. pref'er buying the nets 

wi thout the corks or f'loo.ts [lnd the l eo.d . The three 

diff'erent meshes o.re o.lso bought sepo.ro.tely o.nd joined , . . 

letter on nt home nccording to the tnste o~ the owners. 

The o.vero.ge cost of' the lend ,is £20 while the corks cost. 

nbout £10. The cost of the net might, be £120-£150. 

Fitting the pieces of the net o.nd lend ::m,d corks is done 

communo.lly, the owner or ovmers providing drinks only but 

.. ,. ; 
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no p, • A gl.'OU1J or ,' :1.L' t \)ll )'JolJ I r wor'l1nv ()H .. I 'VU~· [I, 

iz\ tl 11 t 'OJ: ~'bou t. L"n h01U'r1 "i (by v/olli II (.!(JIllD 1IJtu thL ut 

in ~ bout t}U~ u d,,"'yn . Pi ttinl~ :1 nut In gl.mc,I'1l11:! rlc)TiO 

durill,:j t.ho lu~m sunconc. Thu notD ['Y't:; tt'(ntl;d Nit h 't 

brown dyo which is locnlly Jnnnuf'rwtUr'cd frou tru lX.l.rkc 

:l11d roots of' pl"ntG. The DurDo c() of' the dyo i s to 

mClkt3 th0 not tough and n.bl() to st.-md tho GO~), vmtor. 

Thre0 oth13 r t YIlCS of ne t s nr e usod c.t Egy'J. I. 

The first is 0.. :Lour i n ch mosh ne t c o.lled "Bo..f'uu". It is 

used for c Cl tch i ng b i g[;or fish tho.n the herrings c c.ught by 

t ho IfAlilf net. Its hmgth is nb out fifty f c. thor.ls and the 

depth is one ".net 0.. ho.lf f c. thoms or throe Y2rds . The 

type s or fish cccught i n clude IfOP 2CClf or h a ddock , IfEko.nff , 

C8.SS8.vc. fish, '"':nd " K:}K;J il':". 

:'Ap o.8.b a ~It is c. 9tlf mesh n e t. It s l ength is 

nbout fifty f c. thoms o.nd its depth nbout five yo.rds. 

The hnddock If t c..ntro.", fl e>. t fish , o.nd ffb sr'J", the turtle 

CtIld the shnrk o.re the co mmon victims of this net. The 

le2d is fixed c.. t t 1Ncmty-se ven i n ch distonce s while the 

corks 2.t the top 2re set a t c..b out 45t" int e rvnls. 

The third net, 1I0b r eyehu" is 2 6" mesh net. 

It is designed to c 2tch the s2kro..kn, kwo.ntsin o.nd the 

h.nddock. It measures 50 i'nthoms long o.nd :2 i'o.thoms deep. 

Weights ond flo o.ts 2re o.tto..cll.ed o Beco.use the "Bnni'u", 

1Y'~:p 8.o.b o o.lI o..nd II Obreyehull c.r e intended for bigger sp ecie s 

of fish, th13 cord of t he c eshes is much bigger c.nd 

stronger thml the "1',.11 11 nct. The cords o.re o.bout four or 

five times thl~ size of the "Ali" threo.d. 

Hooks o.nd lines o..re not v ery populo.r with the 

fishermen c.t Eg"Jo.. TrlCse Clrc used for the lo.rger type 

fish. At times both tho hooks nnd lines o.nd the three 

nets ,!ihich o.re designed for the bigger sized fi sh 0.1'8 

set in the evening ond collected in the morning. They 

are set just beyond the brcckers about 0. mile or two from 

the shore. They nre me~t ror rish which como to feed on 
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uqUipll1Ullt ~lt Egy~l is tIll) UOi'.t or crmo!.:,; . So),!U n.ttnch TIlor'(; 

iE1pOl't~'nc0 to thu boct ts thnn to tho noto , b0cnu8<.; vIi th011t 

the C'"'.l1.0\J3 th0Y vlould not be C'.blL; to set out with their 

nets fa' getting -eh\:: fish . There :::.ro two m".in t;ypcs of 
• 

C:CD00 in usc in Egy:::. . Tho C:::.11.0(; Ylhich t C.kes the "nli" 

net is c~.lled Ac1\jheneo I t i s 1~rg8 {end COIl t nke 13 peopl e 

:::.t :::. time. It is used fo r conveying the l o.rge :::>.li n e t 

r·lhic~;. is usee:' for gett ing her :t' i ngs . The other b02t, 

S i n:::l:.ene , is f'.. Duch sm:::>.l l e r cr2.ft wi t h :::>. complement of 7 

or 9 persons. It i s used for short trips generally and 

:::'.1 though it i s normc..lly intended for 7 people, it is not 

uncommon to sec one experi enc0d f i shermnn with or without 

an o.ssis t:::'nt manoeuvr i ng this craf t through the wo.ves . 

These canoes 2.r e used in setting the fish nets a lreo.dy 

d escribed o.nd collecting tre cc..t eh in the morning or 

o.:fternoon. 

Although t he peopl e o. t Egyo. claim tho. t boat-

mc..king vms an old art practised b;y their anc es tors long 

before they settled in these pnrts of the country, the 

c..b sence of Inrge trees around the COf'.st has cc..used prcsent 

do.:! Egyo. fisll.ermen to forget the c..nc i en t apt of t heir 

o.nces tors . The modern w~y of going o.bout boo.t-making is 

simply tr".velling to tre forest region nnd pl:::>.cing em 

order ".fit h n cf'..!'pcnterwho ho.s sp0cicclised in bont 

construction. The c Ql1.oes nre hevm from one pnrticulo.r 

forest tree, the "Wmvc". 
t 

Before the introduction of the lorry, conveying 

n canoe to Egya vms quite an aff c..ir. The c cnoe wo.s 

usually built on the bQl1.ks of the Pr :::>. river; bushes 

over-hanging the river were cut to :::>.llow tre CC'.l1.oe an 

easy passage. the river wns wntchcd until the r:::>.iny s onson, 
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when the boat was tugged into the water and floated 

downstream into the sea. It was roughly fitt ed and 

rowed slowly to Egya wher e the finishing touches were 

given . ... - • - ~I 

Nowadays when a new canoe is needed the 

prosp8ctive purchaser travels to the forest region to 
." ~ 

- pl"8.ce, Jlis order wi th till boat builders. 

pOuDed, a tree - is felled and the canoe carved while the 

trunk is still not dry. Dry timber becomes too tough 

for shaping. It is the boat builder's responsibility to 

cut a path in the. forest to be used for tugging the 

canoe to the nearest place a lorry can reach. It is the 

prospecti ve ovmer IS responsibility to provide food and 

drinks for the people vvho assist in dragging the c·anoe . 

The labour is reciprocal for the ovmer must be prepared 

to assist whenever anyone else has a boat to be pulled 

to a lorry. The bottom of the boat is purposely made 

~rery thick, about 7" or 8", because part of' the wood 

wears away throu.gh friction during the course of tugging, 
; ,., 

so the extra thickness is a real protection. 

The present cost of' a canoe in t .he bush 

r anges between £80 - £100. Transporting the boat to 

EGya costs about £25 . 

GD tting the ca..'l.oe into till village :forms the 

closc of the i'irst phase and t.he beginning of real work 

i n waking it sea- \-mrtl1y . Trirruning the boat to the 

required thiclmess 8.1ld shape , rigging it with seats made 

from sticks Ylhich meaGure 1" or 2" in di ameter , fitting 

a botton board , and many other fittings form tl~ second 

phase. A hole is made in t:te front scat is to allow 

the fitting of e. mast . T:te mast is passed through this 

hole into another directly bene~th it in the bottom 

boapd. When the desired s>ape B.nd t:"liclmess has been 

obtained, a :fire is prepared from palm brarlches . Buckets 

of water st:lod by ready together with palm branches with 
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t h0ir f'rondn t l"immccl t o nbout one .:Coo t wid\,; at th(.! odr;(; . 

Th0 fronds ::U:'IJ diJlpud into the wo.tor nnd aPI'lic.:d to nny 

pru't of thu DOrtt \.hich is burning too quickly . Apart 

from llardl.nlins the wood , t he smoke makuD the boat inst.:ct 

o.nd worm- proof . 

HollJs are bored Vii tIl rud hot iron bars , called 

' :Ci til', thrOUGh the tOIl side of the boat m'ld the scats 

and bound t o thoLl by strips of rope prepared fron cane or 

ordi nary cord . 

The boa t i s decorat ed with traditional symbols 

c CU'v cd 8nd paintod on the outside . An egG or "rum!; is 

" gi venti to the; boat at launehin.; and there is gr'(;a t 

ll'crry- making amon£: the helpers , most of \·.';-lOr~ ':/ill con­

stitute the cr,,\'/ o:f tl:B bO,'1t . Ba~duo. , a s:pvci')l tree 

no t ed for its qual.:!. tics of lightness and touglmess is 

used :for the p.last ';;rhich measures about 7 yards . 

Gett i ng 0. canoe rcacly f'or tll.c suo. is usually 

done d'JI'L1:::; t:1C of'i' i'ishinG GC<,SOL . By tho openin,;: oi' 

the Se:lson tile ca"lo" '.'1i th its gl..-oT I.1USt uIJ corr:pleto . 

The net mif;l~t be jointly ownL.d or owrwu by 0. sill.gle 

f i nanc ier who might not belong to t11e crew at all . The 

O\'Vl"ler of the n0t expects his or her share of th0 C[itCl1 

but the T1l81l.agemcn tis loft VIi th the co.ptain of' thE) cr8\: 

(Hooks 8ll.d l i nos arc ovmod I)Y the crew individnally) . 

Each :fisherman should ho.vo his own pe',dcUe by 

t his tine . Oars mny be the recently ndoptod French Ivory 

Coas t type c allbd I'Konuall
, whcih arIJ oblong in shape , or 

the :proved 8,nd wor t hy tridont oar . Al t hough this latter 

paddle i s much bigger th8Il the "KomlaH
, the gap bet','!een 

t he t b.ree prongs 0.110':/8 the ~mter to ,-,sco,pe , just leavi ng 

enough on t he po,dd18 to :push the boot ahC~HI through tho 

sur:f . Anothe r adv ant age is tha t Lilidue t ens i on on tho 

shou l der mus c les i s eased by the cscn:pe of the water 

b e t wee n the lobes . 
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Tho sail is nowadays propared from sail-

cloth, either of cotton canvas or thick grey bart. 

Four pieces of cloth are used in making a sail of 

average size. A grey bart sail of this size costs about 

£12, plus some £2 vJOrth of ropes. Apart from the baadu8. 

mast, two bamboo poles are used at each end of the sail 

to keep it fully stretched to tho wind. The bamb oos are 

fixed cross-wise. The ropes run along the edge of the 

boat and arc fastened through holes specially bored in 

the sides of the canoe for this purpose. Setting 8. sail 

in the sea is an art which r e0uires a special t e cl1J1ique 

acquired through years of apprenticeship and practice. 

Each person i s entitled to a portion of the 

ca tch, but in the open sca anybody may catch as many fish 

as his hooks allow. The crew may consist of people of 

various age groups, adults, aged men and youths. Children 

from the age of thirteen are allowed to join an "Ali" 

net group, but wi th othel"' t y-:pes of nets the age io reduced 

to about ten years because ""o:bk with them is not so 

exacting as tha t with the "AliI! net, and the fishermen 

nee d not sleep out in the open sea as they usually do 

with the HAli". 

The catch is shared in the follo',ving propor­

tions. The net, whi ch is the most expensive and 

vulnerable part of the fishing gear, takes t hree times 

virmt an adult is enti tlcu to. The canoe whi ch has a life 

span of about seven years, and each adult person, takes 

one adult part respectively. Youths or apprentices in 

training have different shares. Children under training 

who are aged thirteen yoars,receive one CJ,uarter of an 

adult's share and children of seventeen or eighteen take 

three-quarters of a share. At the age of nineteen the 

apprentices qualify as master fishermen and take full 

adul t share s • 
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It is regarded as unsaf e for one person to own 

a canoe and the "AliI! n et which are used by one cr~w . It 

encourages tre crew to be l ess careful in handling those 

t h ings, since they conside r themselves as enriching one 

person with their toil while they r e c e ive a mere pittance. 

But it is quite safe for t wo or thre e people to combine to 

own a net or a cano e . In such c ases t hey are director s , 

employee s and share-holders, proper use and care is 

e n s ured. 

The fish thus c aught is smoked and sold loc ally 

a t Anomab u or sent elsewhere to markets at hlonkesim where 

people fro n n early all parts of Ghana converge on market 

days. Some of the fish a lso find the F way to distant 

marke t s s uch as Obuasi and Kumasi in Ashanti. 

The r e are t Y'fO main fishing seasons a t Egya ~ 

the Harmattan season whi ch starts from the middl e of 

December to the middle of February and the Maawure season 

whi ch covers July to Octob er o There are small seasons 

in be t vv'een these major seasons. From the middle of 

February to the middle of April is the Kwakwaa season, -

:ll a t herrings, "Antere", are caught i n small number s . 

There is a l ean spell between the mi ddl e of April to 

mid-June called liJl)empina . The sea i s never quit e devoid 

of 1!Ant ere ll but the quantity caught is negligible. The 

Maawure season, July to Octob er~ is the period for round 

herrings called Krulkaru~a. The peak p eriod, however, is 

September to October . The time from October ending to 

Diddle Decembcr~ Batwi , is not0d for Ant e r e . Other 

types of fish such as h8:ddock, cassava fish , k ::>k::>te 9 

t antra , k::>sre, the shar k o.n~ other types gener a lly 

c8.ught by t he larger mesh nets and hooks are caught a ll 

through the year . 

Tuesday is the day of the God of the sea . It 

is believed that the s~a came i nto bei ng on that day , 

therefore it is hol y and that day mus t be treated as such. 
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(This bolie~ t a llies with the Genesis record of the 

separation of the sea from till land during croation on 

the third day of the week see Genesis I : 9, 10 and 13). 

Be c ause of the i nfluence of the Christian churches, 

Sunday, too, has boen sot as ide as a day of resto There 

i s , however, no hard and fast rulG about observing these 

days, but the ~isherfolk generally us e these days for 

mending their nets and attending to other equipment. 

During the fis hing s eason wh en t he fish come close to the 

shore , the fishermen set out at t wo o'clock in the 

afternoon, c a tch the fish and land in the evening at ab out 

seven olclock . The exp l anation g iven is tha t the great er 

part of till day hus al r eady been spent a t home for the 

sea-god. It appears till s ea- god understands and sympa-

thisos with the fi sherme n in June and Augu st when the fish 

are far off shore 8l'ld so a llows the men to set o~f a t 

ab out three in the morning and return a t four in the 

8.f ternoon. It could bc a Tue sday or Sunday, but the 

s~urcity of fish i s a suit ab l e explanation to the 

understanding se a- god. · In spi to of all the 18.x i ty o~ 

ob serving non-fishi ng days a t Egya , no "Ali" nets are 

us ed on any of theso tvlO ho ly days . Any other nets could 

u sod 8.nd lines with hooks could be set . 

Sinco the mariners ' compass is unknown a t 

Egyn the fishermen are cureful never to trnv ..; l too ~ar 

nVfay from thG 13l1d. They go as far as twenty-five to 

thirty miles on clear weathor days. At nicht they take 

their guide from the glow of lights v'lh ich comes ~rom 

Cape Coast. They arc nblo to judge the position of 

Egya from the posi tion of Cape Coast and row bac k h omo . 
I 

In the day tim\.; tncy talce their t,ruiding points from t ill 

ptJaks of three mountains behind Egya. The three pealcs , 

~okosa must nover be lost sight of. 
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Fishermen at Ewa do not normally go on 

~Poy8. or on migr atory 1'ishi n8: expe ditions . The only time 

of' the ye ar they some tines travel is between July and 

August . Their f' avourite pla c es i n clude Senya Beraku , 

Nyenyanu , Accra , Nungua and Tema . On s uch occasions 

t l-:.ey r a i se inter est-free loans f'ro m t he C8Iloe and ne t 

ovvners . Somc yrospe cti V eJ women cus tome r s a l so g i ve them 

cash for pe tt y expen ses . Those loans ar e gener ally 

r epaid in kind . 

Occ asion8.11y when the year proves extreme l y 

Door f' or fi sh , t hu ch i cI' f' i sher man convenes a m0~ tinG 

of' a l l men and ':10m0n 8.Ilc1 tlB Y pray t o LD gods f or 

:C o r g i veness a"lQ mer cy . A s heep i s sl o.ught er od a t t he 

s enior god t s shrin.e , p r ayers are said and the beli ef' is 

t hat the s eaGon will s oon i mprove . 

The :geop l e of E ~J2. cla i m to be the p ioneer 

f i shermen of Ghana . They pr o. ctise t he craf t j u st as 

t he ir ances tors did s ome seven hundr ed year s ago, with 

Ii ttle o r no i EIpr ovement 0 Indeed t l-r y have even 

de t eriorated f~ t h ey have l os t t he ar t of b02t-making 

aIld sail - cloth we8.ving . With the i mpact of pr esent day 

power ed b oa t f' i shi ng and the modern way of preser vi ng 

f i sh by r eI"'>r i ger ::'.ti on the f utu re of t heir trade is 

pr ocariou3 . They may r e t a i n f i shing as a s ubsistence 

o~ly . It app ear s the ma jority of the people a t Egya 

h ave s Glls ed the i mpend i ng danger, s o devo te more of 

their time to t he occupat i on of' al coholic d i s til lation. 

hQR_ICU~URE 

The r e a r c t wo ma in seasons , th0 dr y s eason , 

starting from about thu end of' October to t he end of 

Febru ary or earl y p 8.rt of' March an d till we t s eason from 

about the month of March to September. During tIle dry 

season t he area has occasi on£. 1 rainfal l . The al'lllua l tot a l 

is l ess t han 35 11 • It i s surprisi n g that the p eopl e i n 

Egya I are n ot interested i n economi c :farming . O:f all 



- 96 -

the farms I visi ted \<lIhich were mostly cassava farms, 

there was only one of appreciable size and which contained 

a large number of' cassava plants still standing in the 

farm an~ which had been nicely weeded around. In many of 

the farms I visited the · cassava was uprooted and the 

stems scattered about as if thieves had ravaged the 

place; tbe plants were choked with weeds and the women 

just went about uprooting the plants f'rom the weeds. 

The farms vvere small and could hardly maintain a family 

of' six people f'or a year. The land is there to be used 

but the people do not cultivate it. 

The land around the village is owned by the 

various clan neads for their people. When one wishes to 

make a f'arm one goes to the head of' one's clan who will 

taken him to that section of the land belonging to the 

9lan and will show him the land vvhich has not been taken 

by anyone. The man will then take as much land as he 

can cultivate and will then start to vvork on it. If~ on 

the other hcmd, he wants a piece of land not belonging 

to his clan but to another clan, he will go to the heo.d 

of that cl3Il WilO will take him to the place he has chosen 

and, if' that portion has not already been allocated to 

someone else, tren he is given that portion and is asked 

to pay a customary " ruml1 for the use of' the land: the 

mnolUlt to be :pai d dep ends upon the size of' tm farm he 

makes. Normally people pay about ten shillings fOD a 

cassava farm and about one pound f'or a corn farm. The 

cultivation starts (with the cutting dowD of the bush 

yvith a cut12.ss) in January and ends in Februo.ry or early 

Earch. The cleoring of' the bush dOll be done in severa l 
I 

ways; first by o.n indi vi dual, if he can cu t down the bush 

by himself', then he goes ahead vlit hit; secondly, if the 

man can hire a labourer to cut dowD tbe bush for him he 

Cllil do that; ~ext he can get friends to assist him to 

cut down the bush to the size of' the farm he wishes to make. 
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He does not pay the ~riends but gives them ~ood and 

drink - usually gin. Each man in that group will be 

assisted in his tun! and likewise provides ~ood and rum. 

When tre bush dries it is then burnt by the individual 

~armer and his ~amily who then wait ~or the ~irst rains. 

~s soon as rain starts to ~all, i~ it is a corn farm, 

the man and his family go to the farm to sow. The man 

makes holes in the ground with a stiek,his wife and the 

children follow him and put about two or three seeds o~ 

corm into each hole and cover it up. If' it is a really 

big corn farm, the sowing could t ake a whole week. When 

the seeds begin to germinate then the man and his f'amily 

start to plant cassava sticks amongst the corn. This is 

done because wi thin three months the corn is ready to be 

harvested QDd tl~n tre cassava takes up the place o~ the 

corn in tbe ~arm. The cassava takes about a year to 

mature f'or eating. 

When the ~arm is to be used ~or planting 

yams then more e~f'ort is required. Af'ter the bush is 

burnt, the f'amily goes to cle a r the f'arm of' the remaining 

pieces that did not not burn at f'irst, heap them up and 

f'ire them until every bit is burnt up. The man will 

require more labour to assist to make yam mounds. This 

is done by digging holes about two f'e e t deep, filling up 

the holes again with the loose soil li!nd raising the soil 

above the gDound to some height and putting small sticks 

on the mounds. At the tine that the mounds are being 

made the farmer buys heads of' yams which have been cut 

from the whole yams, puts them out to dry and when dried 

stores tre m away at 0. place lIvhere ~nimals cannot get at 

them to destroy the germinating points or eyes. As soon 

as it rains these yam heads are carried to tl~ farm and 

ylanted on the mounds, not deep enough to disturb easy 

germino.tion. They are planted about three inches deep. 
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The sticks are taken away ~rom all those mounds that have 

been planted ': this is done to ensure tha t not a single 

mound is le~t unplanted. Yams are planted in February 

and March and take about eight to nine months to mature. 

The tools usually employed by ~armerp are the 

cutlass$ hoe and the mattock: the mattock is used. ~or 

making the yam mounds and ~or digging under the yams to 

loosen the soil and to uproot the yams when the harvest 

comes. Small crops o~ corn, cassava, onion~ yam are 

also grown. Corn, onion and yam are planted between 

March and April and are ready ~or harvesting between 

August and December. Cassava, on the other hand, can be 

grown at any time o~ the year and can be harvested at any 

season o~ the year provided it is matured. As the people 

are not interested in ~arming to yield cash ~or them, they 

could not tell me which o~ the crops grmm gives the best 

yield.. A ~ew people iMormed me 9 however, that corn tends 

to give the best yield and so most people tend to 

cultivate it. The next most important crop ~ter corn is 

cassava.. Corn, is not sold when harvested but the 

~armerts wi~e prepares keru{ey with it and sells that to 

get more pro~it~ Cassava, is mostly consumed by the 

~amilyo Only 8. ~ew people sell cassava in Egya I. There 

is no market in the village; nor do many people sell by 

the street side. 

The sowing o~ onions requires long term 

planning. When the bush is cut o.ovvn and burnt the pieces 

that do not burn are gathered, as is done in the case o~ -. 
a yam ~8.rm, and burnt. The whole ~arm is then divided up 

into plots. These plots are dug up and beds raised. When 

ali the beds are completed the ~armer and those who help to 

raise tre beds are seated in groups and with sticks be~ore 

them they begin to cut orr the withered ends o~ the onion 

bulbs that are to be planted. Whilst some o~ them start to 

plant these bulbs with the cut ends upwards, others cut t h e 
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bulbs until all the onions are ready for sowing. This 

latter group of farmers then join the planters. 

Groundnuts, are not an important crop but a 

small number of the people do grow groundnuts for house 

consumption only. An old groundnut farm made in March of 

1959, measured about 12' x 10', Cluite close to a cassava 

farm - I even saw some cassava plants standing in that 

groundnut farm. 

Egya I, has some dense scrub around the village. 

There are all sorts of animals in the bush around the villag 

some of which for example, monkeys, harm the farm crops. 

As a result of this damage harvesting of such crops as 

maize, yams, groundnuts and onion, is done long before 

the crops get fully matured. To ha~vest the crops as 

Cluickly as possible it is usually done by communal labour. 

Whole families go to one person's farm and help him to 

harvest the crop, if it is corn, carry it home for storing 

and drying. The women and the young boys carry the crop 

home ·,.'hilst the o.du l t males cut down the corn stalks 

heaping the cobs here and there in the f arm for the women 

and boys to collect and carry home. In the home the corn 

is stored in barns under which there is always fire to 

drive away insects which damage the crops. The smoke 

and the fire also help to dry the corn thoroughly so that 

it does not rot. 

Yam, groundnut or onions are also harvested as 

speedily as possible. The crop is spread on a raised 

wooden platform so as to allow air to circulate freely in 

as any high temperature may cause tre harvested crop to 

start germinating again. Normally farm crops are not sold 

because they are not sufficient to last the family for a 

whole ~ear. But certain crops which get eapily rotten are 

partly sold, such as yam and onion which are more watery. 

The women usually sell the farm crops in Anomabu or 

Saltpond. 
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A few of thooe women whose hur;bo.nclo fm'm on ft fairJ 'Y larf~(; 

soale go to Cape COttS t to sell their croDA. Unf'ortunatcl,Y 

my informants were not able to tell me whether any Egyu I 

farmer gets more than £G25 or £G30 from the salc oi' .:Carm 

crops during anyone fo.rming period. I was informed, 

however, that the real farmers from the village stay in 

their farming villages some of' which are about five or six 

miles away f'rom Egya, and that it is they who get real 

income f'rom their work. Some of' those f'armers are said to 

receive about £150 a season, and a few energetic men get 

about £200 a season. '.Rhose "real" farmers grow such crops 

as okro, tomatoes, garden egg and pepper, each on a 

separate large farm. The wives of such farmers go to 

Accra, Mankesim, Kumasi, Cape Coast and other far places 

to sell. Farm accounts are rendered to the farmers by the 

women at the end of the season after the crops have been 

fully harvested and the profit is used by the farmer and 

his househOld. When t he accounts are rend ered the wives 

are given percentage of the cash r ealised to buy cloth for 

themselves and the children. Some time s, some f a rmers 

give the wives a lump SUPl of money f or t hemselves o.nd 

the i.r children. 

There are cert a in dccys on which no one s hould ::;0 

to :!lis or her farm. Cert a in cl ans, f or example the Anona, 

do not farm on Wednesdays. And any person , whether he comes 

from that clan or not, should not go to his farm, if it 

is all the Anona si te. If', however, any person has got a 

farm at any other place he can go into that farm for f'ood 

or firewood. This taboo applies to all the other clan 

lands; some clan l~~ds are not visited on Tuesdays, others , 
on Fridays and still others on Saturdays. On Sundays 

people usually do not go to f'arms. I was told that 

formerly when wars 'Nere frequent. human sacrii'ices were 

performed at certain places in the f'oreDt to appease the 

people victory over their enemicG 
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and no onG was allowed to see what the f'etioh priooto di u. 

in the groves. To make sure that nobody would come to tha t 

grove where the sacri~ice was being per~ormed~ the chie~ 

would send a village crier the previous night to announce 
. 

that the ~ollowing day was the day for that particular 

clan's land and that nobody should go there ~or ~irewood 

or ~ood. Anyone who ventured to go and was seen was 

chased and i~ caught was killed. I~ he was not caught, 

but was recognized, he would be trapped somehow another day 

and be killed. Anyone who died in that way he was said to 

have vanished, because he had gone to his ~arm on a day 

which was taboo to the land on which he had his ~arm. The 

priests who made the sacrifices, masked their ~aces and 

bodies with black and red mud and no one could make them 

out because they did not speak to ane another: they just 

murmured in an undertone. 

There are a ~ew people in the village who are 

~armers and who never do any ~iffi~ing o~ any kind~ Such 

people try to find jobs as labourers with the road 

contractors during the dry season and pay other people to 

cut down the bush ~or them. They burn the bush and prepare 

the ~arms after working-hours and on Saturday afternoons 

and sometimes on Sundays as well. As soon as the rains 

start in April they leave the job and give their whole 

time to ~arming: such people are rare. There are a small 

number c~ ~ishermen too who have no ~arms at all, not even 

small gardens. Such ~ishermen 6~ten travel either to 

Accra or Sekondi during the short lean fishing period at 

Egya to ~ind jobs with the shipping lines as boat-boys. 

Along the sea-shore is a strip o~ coconut trees~ 

numbering about 250, belonging to individual people who 

plant them in order to entertain themselves, their ~amilies 

aIld their outside friends who may come to visit them. 

These trees are not planted far commercial purposes. The 

land on which t.he coconuts are planted belongs to the whole 
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village community so that any~ody ~rom tre village can, if 

he desires, get coconut seedlings and plant them there 

without asking anybody. Nobody should pluck his neighbours' 

coconuts without first obta ining the consent of the ovmer 

of the tree. A defaulter can be taken to the village 

chief's house for arbitration: in more serious case s , 

the person or persons concerned are taken to Anomabu 

Local Authority Court. 

Animal Re~ng 

Very few sheep and goats and fowls are kept in 

this village. The sheep and goats are not put into pens a t 

night: they just go about the viII-age and in the morning 

vvhen one goes to the village one finds sheep and goat 

-:faeces scattered allover the place. Most of the houses 

in tte village have no hen coops: the fowls are a llowed to 

sleep anywhere , in the kitchen or i n the courtyard. The 

kitchens and courtyards are very smelly in the mornings. 

The animals are not fed - the sheep and goats are not given 

the cassava coverings when peeled off but these are throvvn 

i nto tre dustbins and tbe animals go to eat from the bins D 

The animals eat from tre same plate with the people when 

the latter are t aking their food; the women especially 

would just push the animals with t heir hands saying in 

Fanti: "0, mo~ua yi, mo hao nipa dodow ~,, - meaning !fOh~ 

you these animals, you_ are very troublesome ~II The fovvls 

are likewise neglected and they also worry their owners 

and the children When eating . These animals are reared 

mainly f'or sacpil'icial purposes and not for food or for 

sale, and t hey all look tiny and unattractive and are 

r ather aggressive. The egg s of the fowls are very small 
I 

indeed. People only sell their fovvl, sheep or go at ' when 

they want money to buy food or something real~y urgent and 

they have no money at that moment to spend o They hardly 

kill the animals for food except on Christmas days , Easter 

Sundays~ or on sacrificial days. 
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Distillation of "Gin" ..... ....-
The brewing and distillation of gin in t his 

villo.ge has been detrimental to agricultural farming. My 

informant s told me that about 95% of the adult population 

and the adolescents in the village indulge in this 

lucrative trade. Almost any child of twelve years of age 

and upwards mows hoVl brewing is carried on in the village. 

The brewing industry is carried on on a large scale and it 

is the surest, quickest and the easiest way of making a 

livelihood. There is an association of distillers forme d 

of thirty members in the village of which the chief is 

chDdrman. Their sole aim, according to the chief, is to 

distil t~ gin in the best receptacles and to guard against 

any form of adulteration of the finished product. He 

inf0rmed me that there are some unscrupulous distillers who 

~se such dangerous ingrdients in distilling the gin as 

carbide and r oots of nim trees to make the spirit still 

stronger because the brewers allege that that is what the 

consumers want and like. The village chief made me 

understand that if any member of tm association in the 

village is found practising such harmful and undesirable 

brewing, he or she is immediately expelled from the 

membership of the associat.ion. There are three main 

articles used in distilling gin. These are : granulated 

sugar whiCh is bought in jute bags of 112 pounds in weight; 

yeast bought in tins of half a pound or one ~aund in weight, 

and water. The utensils needed fer distilling are: two 

forty-four gal lon drums, (one of which must be opened at 

one end) and a number of four-gallon kerosene tins, and 

copper pipes. 

The formal distilling process is done by the 

following method: the full bag of granulate~ sugar is 

emptied in t:t-e open drum to which about three or four 

kerosene tins of water is added to dissolve the sugar. 

This is allowed to stand for three hours or more until the 
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sugar is thoroughly dissolved. During this period the 

water ' is stirred up in the drum with a long stick. When 

the sugar is thoroughly dissolved more water is added until 

the drum is f'ull to the brim. Next to this sugar-water 

in the drum some yeast is added in order to f'erment it. 

Three to six pounds we i ght of yeast is normally put into 

the sugar water in the drum and the mixture is again 

stirred for some minutes to ensure that the yeast thoroughly 

dissolves. The whole mixture is then allowed to stand 

undisturbed for six days, covered with a specially made 

round lid. 

On the seventh day when -ere mixture is opened 

it should be found to be foaming which shows that it has 

fermented quite nicely, it tastes sour when tested by 

sipping. The fermented sugar-water is then poured into the 

other drum. When the transfer of the sugar water is 

completed, till small opening is closed. The second drum 

is then :placed on three big stones which serve as a hearth 

and firewood of fairly big sizes is put under the drum. 

As soon as the drum is full and corked the firewood is 

lighted and the actual brewing begins. There are two or 

three nail holes made on top of the drum to allow just a 

small amount of vapour to co me out when the water begins to 

boil. When the water r eaches its boiling po int, the ste am 

which rises is forced through tre tube cormected to tre top 

of' the drum. As the steam passes through the winding 

tube it is transformed again into liquid which runs through 

the remaining part 0:(' tre tube and drips as spirit into a 

receptacle at the receiving end. 

This industry, can be carried on by groups of' 

two, three or four people; or individually. The organisa-

tion of' the industry depends on the financial resources of' 
• 

the persons in t:re industry. Those persons who have 

suff'icient money to buy everythinG they need to carryon 

the work and who have time to arrange f'or ths sale of the· 

• 
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product at a profit, carryon single handed. Those persons 

·,vho have not got sufficient money to carryon tre work 

indi vidu8~ly or cannot arrange for the sale of' the 

product at a reasonable price, come together in groups in 

order to pool their resources and talents. Some people 

with small amounts come together to start the work from the 

begil~ing by contributing equal amounts to buy the 

materials. As tre business expands and they begin to share 

big dividends, they begin to break up the company by 

alloV>ling some members to start thei r individual brewing, 

by taking the money which they contributed to start the 

work from those members who still are in the company. 

This break-away of't~n happens when the profits of the com­

pany are ei ther misappropriated by a single person or 

when the elderly people in the company want to share the 

profits by seniority and not by the proportions in which 

the contributions to start the business were made. 

A good fresh strong yeast put into a full drum 

of' sugar water could produce t1!lel ve gallons of gin; in 

other wordS, three kerosene tins full of gin can be 

obtained from one bag of granulated sugar when three or 

four pounds of good fresh yeast is used to ferment it. If 

the yeast is not so good, the yield drops to 2 or 2t tins. 

At Egya I the sugar is bought from Cape Coast and conveyed 

by lorry to the village, so that, including transport 

charges to the village, one bag of granulated sugar may 

cost £2 ~ 12. Ode or £2 • 15. Od. The lorries charge 1/-

~er bag of sugaJ:. And a kerosene tin full of gin at the 

village costs £2, 10s. Ode The lorries which carry the tins 

to Accra and Cape Coast to the prospective buyers charge 
. . 

4/- a tin to Cape Coast and 6/- a tin to Accra. If the 

place to which it is to be conveyed is ~ar away, for 

exampke Kumasi, then the lorry charge goes up to 10/­

whilst ~ the brewers on the other hand reduce the price by 

2/- a tin in order to assist the buyers to pay both for the 
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cos t of the gin and fo r the cost of transport. This mean::; 

that one bag of sugar costing £2p 15/- may produce three 

tins of gin selling at £7, 10/- and thereby makes a gross 

profit of £4, 15/-. If £1 15/- is allowed for the tbree . 

or fOL~ pounds of yeast and the cost of labour for carrying 

water an d gathering firewood, it means a brewer l:lakes a 

net profit of £3 odd on each bag of sugar he brews o When 

this simple arithmetic is taken into consideration, one 

call guess the reason why the people of Egya I have taken 

more to brewing gin and have neglected farming. 

~ 
Physically the men and Yvomen appear strong, a 

feature which is charac t eristic of the fisher-folk along 

the eoast of Ghana but the children have apparent signs 

of ill-health. Most of them are dir ty, have dirty sores 

on their legs, large abdomens, flat buttocks and thin 

legs ; their hair is dirty, thin and bleached. This 

appearance of children in the village indicates to some 

extent a state of malnutrition. 

The foods available in the village are few. 

Staple Foods 

Kenkey (Fante : dokono), cassava, yam, cocoyam 

and plantain form the staple foods in Egya I. Yam and 

cassava. are seldom eaten and gali is generally eaten by 

children. (Gali is ' a kind of flour which is made from 

ca ssava) . 

Vegetables 

Vegl3tables like onions, pepper and tomatoes are 

very popular and ar e used in small amounts in soups and 

stews . Groundnuts, palmnuts and" beans arc used , but 

seldom. Green 'vegetables like nkontomire (young leaves 

of cocoa yam) are rarely eaten. 

Fruits 

No fruits are eaten. 
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Fish forms one or the most import~nt foods for 

t~e people on the coast, ~ld Egya I is no exception. 

'Several vurieties of fish are eaten either fresh, fried 

or roasted . Fish is vii thout doubt one of the most 

exciting and interesting topics of conversation for the 

people of Egya I. It is natural in a village where the 

supply is not const::mt from d8.y to day that the daily 

me~l should ~e a subject or interest. It is no 

exaggeration to say tha t Egya I people suffer from a 

monotony of diet. 

European foods are used in only a very few 

households. Such articles are chiefly limited to tea , 

coffee, trOvaltinelt~ sugar, bread, sardines and corned 

beef. They seem to me to be eaten as extras, used for 

purposes of display rather t~an as an essential part of the 

diet. Some of these, like sardines and corned beef are 

used on ceremonial occasions like yam festivals as well 

o.s o.t Christmas. 
.. 

A few food t ab oos are observed. Descent is 

matrilineal but children follow the totem (ntoro) of 

their fathers. So when fathers are tabooed by the gods 

to eat certain foods, the c~lildren follow the same t aboos 0 

Certo.in Cods in the old doys forbade people to ea t kenkey, 

cr"b, tortoise or fmtelope on Wednesday g but nowadays 

these taboos are not strictly observed, especially by 

Christians. Fetish priests and priestesses, however, 

observe the s3 tc.uoos. Pregnant women do not eat fish suc~l 

as the shark (kJkJtc, enume and eshema). At the 

bcr:inning of pregn:mcy women should not eo.t red "olant ain 

o.nd white bpeed, 0.8 na ti ve C~oc coPS bulieve that these 

f;,ods \;"ill endanger the blood wi thin thu ::>regn8[Lt "","080.11 and 
• 

consequently cause miscarriage. 
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All EgyG I people eat, roughly speaking, the 

same kind of food. Class distinctions do not exist in 

this respect. The chief Gnd elders eat tho same food as 

the ordinary people and drink the same gin (akpeteshi) 

throughout the year. Sex distinctions are not marked 

either; though usually the man gets a larger share of 

fish and during festivals the man takes the favourite 

relish. Age distinctions in diet are not pronounced. 

Children and grown-ups eat the same kinds of food. The 

only difference is the amount of fish consumed; children 

usually have a smaller share. Children seem to munch 

extras all day long and then take a heavy meal as well 

in the evening. There are no marked seasonal changes, and 

the same kind of food is eaten throughout the year. 

It is difficult to describe the physique and 

energy of the people of Egya I. Certain superficial 

observations may, however, be mentioned for general 

interest., The men have strong muscles due to their work 

as fishermen. The women are often n()t plump and the 

mothers have angular figures; there are no beautiful 

girls. Babies are usually not plump and after weaning their 

legs and arms become thin and their abdomens bulge in the 

way common to many Ghanai~n children. Some of the women 

appear strong because I observed on some occasions women 

carrying heavy loads of rishing nets from the sea~ 

~he people usually partake of two meals a day, 

the first about mid-day or a little after and the second 

in the evening. Some partake of breakfast in the morning 

consiting of kenkey and fish, or instead a corn dough pap 

(akasa) to which salt and sugar nre added. This is a light 

gruel formed of sifted maize meal. Others take as break­

fas,t l~enkey and roasted groundnuts or ].~enkey and palmnut 

soup left over from the previous day's evening meal. 

Very rew people take European foods like QB.aker Oats, .. 



- 1 ()~) -

toa or coffeo, in tho rnoI'nill[;. Hice wntul' is Gon~ctirrl(Ja 

takL:n ~1t bl'unki'8st. 

The mid-do.y men1 conskmt1y tul{v8 the ['onl1 01' 

bJnkoy and fi sh stew (s.tU"L\l) or crnb stew (k:>t~nim). 

The crab stew is prepaI'ed with crnbs ? tomatocs g pepper, 

onions, oil and salt. It i s similar to the ordinary fish 

stew . This kenkey is unlike the Go. or Akim kenkey since 

the corh is fermented :for t wo days only and it is cooked 

in plantain leaves . Sa lt is not added; as soon ,as salt 

is add-ed it becomes Go. or Twi kenkey . Most o:f the kenkey 

is not made by the people o:f Egya I but it is brought and 

sold by women :from Abandze and Anomabu. The fish st ew is 

prepared \'I1 i th :fresh :fish, ground pepper , on ions, tonatoes , 

sal t and oil. The fi sh is scaled and tlB onions, 

toma toes and pepper are prepared. The :fish is :fried in 

hot oil until light broV'lll. on both s ides . Then th e fish is 

removed and onions 9 pepper and toraatoes are :fried. Water 

is added and a llowed to simmer -,I'i th the fried fish until 

it is cooked . Although kcnkey and fish is the cons t ant 

mid-day meal some :f2milies occ 2.s ional ly take ampesi and 

stew. The :foundation of the me:::.l is boiled yam o r cocoyam 

or plantain and c assav 2,; these o.re eaten with fish stew 

as deSCribed o.b ove . In SO ;J.C houses nmpes i is eaten \I'/i t h 

stew E:i.llde of' ground pepper o.nd snIt 1f/i tlL some f'ried or 

roasted :fi sh • 

The evening meal consists. of fui'u rri t h sou p . 

Of'ten s oup"S nre mnde :from fish '?.nd veget nbles and other 

i ngr0dicnts s'~ch as palrnnut sand groundnu ts. But the 

basic soup t nken with :fufu in the village is veget o.b le 

sou P (nkrakra) . The kind of soup prepared by t he '.vomen 

sometimes de'pends upon tre taste o.nd preferenc e of the 

I.1en, at times men order th~ i'oou they want to ent. 

The process of p~cparing ~ is t he same as 

for the other Akan trib es of @.Pc.no.. 

(nkrakra) is being prepared, :C'i 811 is 

When a vegeto.ble soup 

scaled, -,"fe.shed 8.nd 
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cut into small pieces, ~ater is added and it is put on 

t h e f'ire to boil. Garden eggs an d peppers are vmshed and 

a dded to t he f'i sh to b oil slo~ly until the yege t abl es are 

t ender . Then t:te veget 8.b l es ar e r emoved and gro1.LTld b etween 

stones 2.l1d r e t urn ed t o t he soup . Ch opped onions, tomatoe s, 

~d salt ar e added , and the soup is allowed to Si Thlier until 

t~e f i sh is t ender. While the s oup i s p oiling t h e f'ufu i s 

prep ar ed . Gen er ally t wo k i nds of' f ood e r e mixed together 

i n preyari ng f'ufu ; they ar e usua lly unripe plant a in with 

cas s a va but s omet i mes cocoyam o.lone. The unripe plan t a i n 

2nd cassav a is prep ar ed and washed ; it i s put into a pot, 

covered wit h w2 t e r an d b oiled until it be comes sof't an d it 

is al lowed t o cool af t e r the water is stra i ned. The wooden 

mor t ar and pe s t l es are washed. The boiled f'ood is remo ved 

f'rom the po t and pounde d with pestles i n the mrrtar. At 

f irst it i s be a t en a little and r emove d f'ro m the mort ar. 

When all of' it has b een b eat en down , it is returne d to t he 

mor tar and beat en f' or t he s econd time until it b e come s sof' t 

and f'r ee fro m l umps . While b e ing b eat en , t he f'uf'u is 

t ur ne d over wi t h a we t hand. Thi s done , t h e f'ufu is 

sho.ped i n to balls and put i n to dishes and p ots accordi ng 

to t he numb er of' peopl e i n the house . Finally it i s 

served wi th the s oup . 

I f the i'uf'u is to be ea t en wi th pal rnnut s oup , 

this is hor ... the soup is prepared . The pal r:mut s ar e washed , 

put lnto a pot, covered "lith wat er and b oi led unti l they 

arc so1' t . The 1'ish is -.nlshed , on i ons , sal t and wa t er ar e 

added and cooked SlO.fly in a soup pot. Then t he nut s are 

beaten 1.LTltil the skins arc crushed , put into a basin and 

n~ed wi th water . The nuts are squeezed , tlB ski ns are 

taken o.nd beaten a6:::in and the palm- nut liqui d i s stra i ned 

t!1!' '.1[;1 a sieve . The Sk121 is beatel-: contLYlu ously unt i l 

all t!"E oil i s removed 221!i '."later is added as requir~d . 

The palm-nu t liqui d is added t o t!:.c £'i8[-_ '.vi t!~ tOL_ato , 

g r den eggs , pepper 2~d some onio~s . TLis is left to boib 
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until all the ingredients are soft and seasoned to t aste. 

If it is a groundnut soup (nkatse-nkwan) the 

fish is wash~d and preparedo Onions are cut and put 

together with fish , salt and water in a pot and it is 

a lloVJed to boil until the fish is soft. Then the ground­

nuts are roasted over a slow fire, stirring all the time. 

When cool, the skins are removed and ground to a smooth 

paste. The groundnut paste is mixed and added to the soup 

wi th fish, ground pepper, tomatoe s , garden eggs and onions. 

Then the soup must be left to cook slowly. 

The vege t ables in all -the soups de scribed above 

are cooked for a very long period. 

Severa l varieties of fish are eaten throughout 

the year but there are occ asiona l shortages during the 

begiru1ing of the year. Plantain and c assava are cultivated 

on a small scale and the bulk of supply of these foods 

comes from Mankesim where trey are brought and sold to the 

village people. (Note: 2 fingers of plantain cost 3d. and 

61b of cassava costs 9d.) Beef is somet i mes eaten, but 

v ery little. Domestic animals like goats and f'owls a r e 

reared on a very small scale . They a r e not Idlled and u sed 

as meat , but always s acrificed on some such ceremonial 

occasion or a yearly festival like the Ahubakuma, Abub akese 

or Okyiri; special dishe s ar~ prepared for the ancestors. 

Goats, fowls and ducks run about in the village and 

defecate everywhere. Eggs are rarely an articl y of diet; 

they nre tlgiven" to t he gods or sold for money . 

It is difficult to determine the particular 

preference for food 2.nd what people think is the bes t type . 

ThiS, according to my observation, depends upon t aste, 

money o.nd the aV8.il8.bili ty of' the food. But the general 

i mpression vms that kenkey and :fish, e i t her fried or ro[..sted, 

is considered till best type of' food in the village. 

A Elan has to provide his vvife wi th food for 

himself, the children 2nd f'or her. In Egya I he has to 

provide the fiah, &nd money for food and v egetables . 
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A wife has to cook meals for her husband and 

children. When a man has t wo or mor e wives these take 

turns for about a week or two. The woman whose turn it 

is to cook enjoys the privilege of sleeping with her 

husband. ThiS, however, is not a rigid pattern because 

a man may prefer to sleep with his younger wife and 

disregard tre older one who may be cooking at that time . 

When several men in one household receive a meal apiece 

from dii'ferent women they usually all gather rOli..Yld each 

man t s dish in turn and shar,e the meal, treating it as one 

of several courses. 

When a man lives together with his wife and 

children in the same house the older children eat together 

from the same dish, but the younger ones eat with their 

mother. Children usually sit or squat on the ground while 

eating. Wonen squat on small stools around the dish. The 

man's food is laid on a small wooden table in the yard 

or on the verandah or ~n the sitting room. In some cases 

boys gather round the same dish with their f athers but they 

may not touch the fish or meat till an elder hands them 0. 

piece, which is. usually small. On important yearly 

festi vo.ls the m8n sh~Jres out the food cooked by his wife .. 

Sometimes men do the cooking when their wives 

[Te away or Sick, or when they p ick quarrels with them. 

Cooking is not considered below a man 's dignity. 

Food is eaten from tre hend which has been 

washed in water without soap. Children do not wo.sh their 

hands thoroughly; they mer ely dip them into the wo.ter, 

splash off the '/later and 8.re reo.dy to begin action. I 

found children who o.te wi th dirty hands while squatting on 

the ground round a dish. I saw a bOY$ who took hi.s lunch 
• 

of ,a piece of' lcenkey and small :f ish in his hcmd standing 

almost naked a few yards from his house in the midst of 

goats and fowls which ul toimately took their sho.re of his 

poor and me2.gre i'ood. Children should not tc.lk while 
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eating with their elders otherwise sputum from their 

mouths will get ihto the food and also food and s oup may 

pass through their heads and make them sick. 'Children 

are constantly instructed how to carry out such an 

apparently instinctive t ask as putting food into their 

mouths; they are told not to e.o.t , 'so fast' and to chew 

their food longer. In all meals the mothers are conscious 

of the fact that eating a meal is a definite activity in 

which the young must be carefully taught to play their 

part. To eat at a different speed from tre other-s, to 

demand more than they normally do, to talk while eating, 

are regarded as breaches of etiquette. 

The babies are suckled whenever they wish and 

in early childhood they eat all day long if possible; 

the older people consider that children cannot go so long 

without food and so cook them extras 'lv-hen they can. 

During the period of' lactation children are given 

supplementary foods like kenkey and fish, fufu, and , in 

a very few cases, European diets like Quaker Oats, 

milk and sugar. 

Weaning starts from the eighth or ninth month 

8~ter a baby is born p and from this period of the baby's 

life kenkey and fufu are given to him while he is learn-

ing to adapt himself to the family food. He continues 

breast feedin g because mothers believe ih a t at this stage 

,the babies are too young to eat solid food in sufficient 

quantities 9 and tha t they do not get from the food enough 

nourishment and so must have breast milk as we ll. As in 

most 6hanaian communities mothers do not wean their babies. 

Q~ildren continue to suckle until they are about three 

years old or until a new baby arrives. I was told that 

children who are hurriedly weaned to make vvay for 0. new 
• 

bab~ l a ter fall ill, and the symptoms are wasting and 

diarrhoea. It is difficult to know whether t :'w mother, 

during this long period of suckling, is o.ble to give her 
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child any nour1srunent at all. After a yeur h vr breasts 

ha.ve begun to hang down like old empty l ea ther bags wi th 

little or no nourishment ; but the women s ay the g l ands 

go on secreting us long a s tl~ child sucks the breast. 

riothers recognize that lacta tion depends on what they eat. 

I heard them say, "IT I don't eut, how can I f'eed my 

child ?" 

It is of' interest to note that some crude me thods 

ere used in f'orced weaning . Le a ves of' nim tree nre ground 

2.Yld the wat e r is painted round tre nipples. This makes 

the nipple sour nnd so children ref'use breast milk \-'then 

it is offered. In some cases coaltar is painted round the 

nipples vvi t h light dovmy white feathers stuck in the p a int 

nnd this acco::'din8 to the women scares t ill bab i es and it 

is considered more effective . In other cases plas t e r is 

used Ql1d also quinine. 

When a child has reached the crawling nge he is 

allowed to eat everything he can . He is given small 

handfuls of :food in all his rel 'l.tions ' houses v;hen he 

visits tnem . Small children are always given the remains 

of food not thought good enough l'or grown-upsf e . g . 

food left over :from tl1D pre v:ious evening meal . 

Cooking is mostly done in the open yard or in 

:front or n t the back of the hOUS 0S . All cooking is done 

over ChC>T'coDl pots of the Europe a n type or on the nntive 

ones rnndL of tin; in some cnses ch3.rco~l pots are made of' 

cl<:1Y. In other c['.s -.: s cooking stones consisting of a 

tri~ngul::ll'" a.rrangem 'nt of' three stones o_re used and these 

~re pl['.ced loaX' tl:e i'oot of '1. ,mll of 3. house; in betwoen 

thesG stones is pl'1ced a Vlood fire . The cookinz vessel:; 

are placed over the f'ire supported by these three stones 

frQm tre gr0und. Similarly coold.ng vessels are plt:.~ced on 
• 

charcoal pots f'illed with charcoal "!Jhich burns slowly . 

Genernlly tre kitchens hc..ve no chimneys to druw up the 

smoke. consequently the nalls arc black ::md covered 'lIith 



- -1 1:i ... 

'loot. K:ltchun;:.; hnvu no "ftlrmitu['u, fjilc.:b nc uhclv;rl ()r-

CU11bom'dtJ fot' stol'.Lng objuctG nnd l'oue! "nd utunr,ilu li!J i[1 

onfusioll on the; floor 01" strmd r'ound thD wu~1 J r..; , or' ar'o 

I-cpt in uaslwts . Where cooking io done in the: open, 

ut0nsils lie hnphazardly on the ground. Food Gnd fi ch Gr' c.: 

not covered , cmd flies ( mus" do.mc.:oticc;) 8i t in great 

numbers in .:md apound th c) vessels . 

Cooking utonsil s consist of carthenwar e pots but 

cnnmel saucep~ns of European t ype are graduo.lly t aking the 

pI 'I. ce of tl1e indigenous pots . Each housewife has a numb er 

of cooking vessel s for cooking the ma in dishes . When there 

arc t no or more married \"fomen in 0. house eo.ch h8s her o'.m 

cooking utensils but they nay a ll cook in the same kitchen . 

Di fferent kinds of fish are eaten, for example, 

herring (mane o.ntebo), mud 1'ish (adwene) , mackerel (safur ) , 

sec:- bream (sire) , golden heo.ded so'). bream (sika sika) , 

sole (abr awen), ray 1'ish (tantro.), moonfish (antere) , 

the ee l and others . 

The people i-,ould not 80110\-' me to t o.ke sc.mples 

of the foods they eat to weigh them, horiever, the 

fol l ovvi nf; informa tion was obt2.ined and t abulated : 

1 . I\ienu : Fuf'u and Palnmut Soup (Abenkwan) 

Foodstuf'f We i ght Cost No . of People 

Cassava ~ Ib 4 oz. 9d 5 

Plentain 1 II 4 " 3d Husband, Hi fe, 

Palnmut s 2. II 4t II 5d wife ' s mother 

Tomatoes 4% " 2d and two 

Oni on ~ II 1d children 4" 
I-

Pepper i t II 1d 

Gar den eggs -
.Fi sh (fresh) 14t oz .• 1/-

Meat -
-~--.----- -

TOTAL 11 Ib 1% oz . 2/9d 
.......... .- .... )81;_ 

_ . • 
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--
Foodstuff' Weight Cost No • of' People 

.. ,- --
Cassava 12 l b 1/6d 

Pl antain 2- " 4t oz. 6d 8 

Tomatoes 6 " 3d Husband 9 wi fe, 

Garden Eggs 12t " 3d wif'e t s s i ster and 

Pepper 1 " 1d five children 

Onion 1 It 1"d 

Fish 2 " 4 I I 2/6d -
TOTAL 16 lb13 oz. 5/2d 

"""'" .. ...~~< 

30 Menu Kenkey an d F i sh s t ew (Mi d- day Meal ) 

Kenkey 

(f'ante dokono) 2 lb 8t oz 3d 1 (mal e ) Chief' 

and fish s,te'vv 12 " 

, 

• 



SCHEDUlE .A: HOUSEHOIDS 

Date of Enumeration: ••••••••••••••• Schedule. No: •••••••••••• 

In te rv.iewer: •••• ' •••••• 0 ." •••••••• , .... Ho'Use No: ••••••••••••••• 

1 '. Thl's house was builtin . Age: 
~--------~--------~------ -----. : 

) .agr~und pui;Lding. C . ) a singl~ st orey. ( ) two 2. This . is ( 

storey. 
<"'-'·'3'. ' - The walls are: ( ) E):NiShl, ( . ..•. ) 'cement blocks, ( ) Wood 

,. "' . ~ (~imber), ( ) stone, ( ) Corrugated 6r other iron sheeting. 
T !' i 1" t' [' -~. " • 

'., · .... 4. The Walls are: ( .. ) Not I>ai~ted or .Whitewas..n.ed, ( ) Painted 

orwl!.:i, tewashed, . ( " ) Partly painted or Whi t ,ewashed. 
,:-.. '. C OMTvIENTS: 

--~------------------------~--'. 5 .. · The hOuse i ·s roofed with ( )' iron sheets' • . ( ) asbestos, 
;" ~"'l, .'~ 

( ) tiles, ( , ) thatch, ( ) other (state) ___ ........ __ 

6. The ·. external dimensions of the house are:""' .. · ....;.. __ f.t. frontage 

, ______ ~ft. d~th, ft. elevation. 
7. The total number of rooms in the house is. _____ .-_____ _ 

. " , . 
living or sitting rooms, 

.' 

, ,' ...• .'. _...::..;....Ki tc hen rooms, .......... __ storeEil, 

_~_. bedro oms, 

other ' (state) 

.' , 

.. ' C0Iy1MENTB: _. _ ... ____ ""!--. .....,..: .... ' _...,....._ ....... ____ ~-----.....;. ............ --~--

-, .:. 5 '!E .. 

• 8J9j-:::Ther~ .·~r~ __ i=o· _· _ "_ 'external doors and '~ . ..:. external windows 
, " --_ .... 

_,·to, the house. 

10. The total area of external doors8fd w~~OVl[S is_' _____ _ 

... ~ 1 ",. ' . 

~--------------------. ~------~----.----~--~~-----------
11. T,he windows in the house, w'ere gla~e<t ... , • shuttered, 

• ,f.;;,,;,., , ~ther· (state) . " ,'" 

" . ~; 

12. The house ( ) h'as el~ctric(ty cohnected. a;nd used.~ ,' 
}i/ . ( ) has ~'lectrica?- ' f~ciii t ie~ ' but these~re not used. 

( )has :'no ele'ctpicity connecied. atal1~ 
13 e Electric lighting in the house is' in the' folloW:j.fig r 'oo)Yls 

) all, (' ) sitting ' room only, ( ) bedrooms only~ ( ) 

many :rooms. , ' 

1:4. In how many rooms is, electric lighting ~n u,se ? _"". ____ _ 

15. Residents of the 1;ouse get' their water from: 

( ) pipeborne water connected to the house ( ) standpipe 

yds. away, ( ) a river yds. away, ( ) a well 

___ yds. a~ay, (fother (state) .~ yds. away. 

16. Toilet facilities in the house include: 
I 

( ) A private lavatory of the removable type wi thin the house 
I , 

( ) A private lavatory of the removable type in a separate 

construction. ( ) A private lavatory of the flush type 

within the hom e. ( ) A private lavatory of the flush type 

in a separate construction~ ,( )A,pit latrine'belonging to 

the~hou8e. 
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( ) A communal lavat,orY.c,r, .pit, ,latrine used . also by other 
, .. 'houses. ( ) No facilities. 

. , ~ . , '. 

b'OMMENTS: -------------------------------------------------
1,7. Bathing fac iIi ties includ,e: r[ 

, \ .. ' -' .. ," •... ,- ~ \.. " 

, ( ) a separate room , or, secti 'on ,in the , house for bath~g. 

( ) an open air bathing place aeparate from the house whether 

scre~ned or not. ( ) other (state) 

,18.Bathing facilities are used: 

" () by both ' men and women. ( ) separate bathing faqilit1eli 

exist form~m , and women. 

COMMEr'ITS: 
--------~------------.-------~------

19. Cooking facilities in the house consist of: 

( ) a separate room within the house used for cooking only. 

( ) a separate construction distinct from the main body of 

the house. () open fireplaces in the compound not in an 

enclosure. ( ) open fireplaces or oven outside the com­

pound. ( ) other(state) 

COMMENTS: ----------------------------------------------------
20. If there is more than one adult married woman in the house­

hold: ( ) Cooking facilities are shared by the WOllen. 

( ) Each woman has her own separate cooking facilities. 

COMMENTS: 

21. The following facilities for news or music exist in the 

houses: ) a rediffusion set. ( ) , a Wireless set. 

( ) a radiogram. , ( ) none. 

COMMENTS: 
,"> 

22. The following furnit~re was observed in the principal 

sit t ing ro om: 

Item: Number: Condition, Item: Number: Condition 

-------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------

23. ~or protection against mos.quitoes: 

( ) all w indows mosquito proo':t'ed. ( ) Bed-room windows 

only mosquito proofed. ( ) nets are used. ( ) no facili­

ties exist. 

COMMENTS: 

24. People staying in house: Total of whom are 

, males; are female s. 



SOHEDULE B: . RESIDINTS 

Date of Enumeration: ••••••••••••••••• schedule No: ••••••••••• 

Initials of Enumerator: ••••••••••••• House No.: 

1. Hhat is your name, please? 

2. Sex: ( ) Male, ( ) Female. 

3. In what year 'were you born ? 
~----

( ) Verified by Birth Certificate. 

( ) Ver ified by other method (state) 

!V5. In what town were you born? -----In what District ___ 

6. How longhaye you been living here then '1 
7. Are you Fanti, an Akwapim or of another tribe? (State 

tribe) 

'8. Are you () Single? ( ) Widowed? ( ) Divorced. ? 

( ) Married? 
COMMENTS : _________________ --______ _ 

9. (If·marr~~4}-- How long been sirt6e fi~si'married 
i O. Were 'you marr ied in Church or by the tradi t ional method? 

( ) in Church by the Ordinance. ) By a G.A. or Registrar 

( ) custom.ary marr iage. Comments: 

·-~--1T~"]ior ;;;ales only : - Many people like to marry more than one 

Wtife. How many wives do you have if I may ask? ---,---COMMENTS: ______________________________________________ _ 

-'12" For women only - Are you a co-wife? ------------------------C OMIJ1EN TS : 

'13. What kind of work do you do now ? 

COMMENTS: 

14~ Do you do any other kind of work for which you earn money? 

( ) No. ( ) Yes. If yes what type? 

1~( State level of education attained, using terms in notes. 

(a) For people still at school 

(b) For those who have left school 
-------------------------~ COM~~NTS __________________________________________________ __ 

'----1:---------------------------
16. Have you eVer attended Mass Educa.tion Classes? ( ) No. 

( ) Yes. For ho.v long? Any Certificate 

(state) 

17. How are you related to the head of the household? 



- 2 -

1 • D you p any rent ~or 11.~n& ~ this hou •• , ( 

( ) No. 0 

19~ Ii' y u do pay rent may 1 ask you how much' per month , 
J 

o. Do you bulong to any Church or Re~1gious Organisation , 
( ) No. ( • 

) Yt,;s. A member ' at: 
( ) I belong to tho fetish ( 

COMMENTS : 
'2'1. If you are a member of a Church or Religious organisation 

o 

how often do you go to worship each month? ______________ _. 

22. Of what other organisations or associations are you a 
member ? 
________________ For how long? For how ----...... _--_. 

" " " 
" · tt 

23. Do you get a newspaper to read ? 
( ) No. ( ) Yes. How often? 

24. HQW do you get your newspapers 1 
( ) I subscribe to it. ( ) I read a friendfs. 
( ) other source (S tate) 

II 

" 

Thank you for taking the trouble to answ'er my .questions. 

COMA1ENTS , 

" 
" 

" 
" 

/ 
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