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Abstract    

This article suggests that although women participate in voting during district 

assembly elections and are very active in voluntary associations where the majority 

of them exhibit their leadership skill, they are marginalized in local governance 

politics. Their leadership qualities have not been translated into leadership 

opportunities in local governance because of factors such as patriarchy, poverty, 

lack of access to financial resources, and illiteracy. The study recommends that 

more attention should be paid to more training at the grassroots level using 

women’s voluntary associations to improve women’s agency in contesting for, and 

participating in, local governance elections. 


