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ADVERTISEMENT.

ON presenting the following brief remarks
for the perusal of the public, the author feels
convinced that they can have no other claim to
notice, than such as they may deserve on
accountof their veracity. When he took the
various sketches from which the accompanying
engravings have been produced, it was with an
‘intention to give Picturesque Views of the
African Coast ; but his intentions having been
rendered abortive by the capture of the ship
to which he belonged, he can now only offer
the few trifling observations which he was
enabled to make, during the short time he
remained *ashore. These, however, will be
found, p(—.‘l‘?mps, to possess no small interest,
as they will afford a correct idea of the present
state of Sierra Leone, and the Slave-Trade, as
well as of the customs and manners of the va-
vious native tribes.



v

The drawings and portraits were made om
the spot; and the author, although he may so-
‘licit indulgence, under the circumstances which
he has already stated, for the brevity of his
.descriptions, has nevertheless little to regret
on that account, when it is considered that
almost every thing which can be said relative
to the Western Coast of Africa, has already
been detailed by other and more competent
travellers. :

The author and his co-mpa’n\ions were cap-
tured early in 1806, and were soon afterwards

sent to England in the Trio cartel, a Liverpool

Slave-brig.
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VOYAGE

70 THB

WESTERN COAST OF AFRICA.

a

: ON Sunday September the 22d, 1805, his majesty’s slopw
Favourite got under  weigh from St. Helens, about eleven
o'clock, A. M. under the orders of Capt. K. Maxwell, of his
majesty’s ship Arab, with five vessels in company; and on the
24th about seven P. M. we took our departure from the Lizard,
bearing N. 4 W. distant about five leagues. It was at firse
understood that we were to proceed to the West Indies, hut
after various orders and equipments, we at length received a
final one for the African station. I was now supplied in my
departinent with a double allowance of bark, and such other medi-
caments as are requisite for a climate so fatal to Europeans ag
that to which we were destined.

We had now a steady gale with light showers. The thermo-
meter stood in general at 61°; but on the 27th it dropt to 5995
two degrees of cold being produced by the evaporation of water
from washing the cabin. And it must be observed, that the
thermometer during the course of this voyage and returning in the
cartel, hung always in the shade. We were extremely sorry to
find one of oun convoy prove a bad sailer, as it would of course
ampede our progress i the voyage; her name was the Mary of
Loudon. The commodore and our vessel alternately took her
n tow.

September the 28th, we gave chace to a strange sail, which
proved to be a Swede bound to the Mediterranean: none but
those who are acquainted with the disposition of a sailor, can con-
ceive the disappomntment at her not proving a prize. In hopes of
better success, we regained our station. On the 20th it blew so
hard, that we were obliged to reduce. our sails almost to bare
poles, and although deeply loaded, we were very crank.. The
sea wow ran very high, yet we spake two vessels, In the night
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6 SPILSBURY'S VOYAGE TO AFRICA.

two guns broke loose, but very fortunately we got over the
danger without damage.

September the 30th, the sea continued high; and in the even=
ing the Mary came alongside, and carried away the jib boom,
but got clear without farther loss.

October the Ist; we evidently felt the increase of heat. Our
men wereregularly trained, as is custowary, to the exercise of great
guns and small arms. It is perhaps the greut attention to this
most useful regulation on board British ships of war, which
gives us a decided superiority over our enemies. Onthe beat of
a drum, the men immediately fly to their quarters;; and their being
so coustant n that point of duty, increases their agility, gives
them confidence in their own powers, and prevents much of that
confusion, which with those less disciplined must necessarily
ensue—even the little powder-boy would be ashamed of being
reproached by his ship mates, for not knowing his duty. Qn
these occasions a general silence prevails, all attentively listening
for the word of command.

We nnw again were sent i chace of a strange ship; she
proved to be a Prussian; the master of her was ill, and wished
advice, but we were ordered to make sail immediately.

Nothing particular occurred Gutil October the 8d, when, the
weather being nearly calin, a numberof fiyingfish passed us, some
few of them falling on board. The mfachine for purifying oux
water was by some means stopt. The cooper was therefore
ordered to open it: the principle was by conveying the water
through charcoal, by which method, the most putrid water
becomes immediately sweet; but it was insuflicient to supply the
whole ship’s company. We' swere at this time nearly 210 miles
from any land; vet two small birds followed us, one a red-
start.  The race of these poor animals was nearly run, and
the first puff of wind deprived them of their last hopes.

A number of small shells were seen floating by the ship; on
cathering of which, they staiued the hands, as well as paper or
wool, with abeautiful and permanent purple. The fish projected
from the shells about an inch and half, and when taken out
of them, tlere appeared at the end a small blue vein, which,
when opened, produced the dying liquid; and this we supposed
to be the blood of the msect. (See the Plate)) 'The citrie acid
changed the fluid into a fine deep blue. "They can throw out this
liquor at pleasure; and when put into water, it is tinged with
their colours. Lo me the insect appeared bloated, which ren-
dered it so extremely bueyant, having perhaps undergone some
peculiar change: the sea was literally covered with them; and
apparently they had not power to contract themselves into theis:
shells.  Liglit airs and Leavy rains.




DESCRIPTION OF MADEIRA. i

On the 5th, in lat. 37° 54 N. long. 13° 51" W. we
spoke a schooner from Liverpool, bound to the Coast, out of
which we pressed the mate and one man; these small Vf‘,SSCIS
run before the large ships, go up the rivers, and bargain for
slaves, thal the cargoes may be ready against the ships arrive.
A large piece of wreck passed us this day, which the commodore
sent his boat out after. y

On the 7th, we picked up a pipe of exeellent red wine, but
of what kind we could not determine; it must bave been very
Jong in the water, as it was covered with large barmacles. As the
cask was towing on hoard, some coal-fish followed it, two of
which we struck. At this tine, we saw a bygand large ships
bearing dowqi on us, and about eight o’cloek at night we cleared
foraction; they proyed to be Portuguese, bound to the Havannahs
one a Brazilian. A number of albicores were sporting about,
and threw themsglves to a considerable height out of the water.

On the 11th we saw land, at 10 A. M. bearing W. N. W.
distant six leagues, lat, at noon:32° 92' N. long 17° 377 W.
which preved to be the Deserters,

MADEIRA,

Saturday, October the 12th, we anchored in the road
of Madeira, ofl’ Funchal; it is an open roudstead, and the land
has a most romantic appearance. The town is close to the
beach; seems entirely white, and has immense mountains be-
hind it, in general covered with clouds. The purser, Mr. Gay,
and myself went out here, and dined with the consul, Mr. Pringle,
who treated us with true English hospitality. The mhabitants
deal chietly o wine ; but grow very little corn, with which they are
supplied from America. About two years since, a large water-
gpout broke on the top of the mountain over the town: this
event happened n the night, and, though it continued buta few
minutes, destroyed 1000 inhabitants, washing away houses,
churches, and whole streets.  They are now repairing, and laying
down sewers, so- that, should any thing of the kind again happen,
the water may be caried off without damage. The town
18 large, but the streets narrow ; the lower floors are all ware-
houses, and aré far from being in a clean condition. We got
excellent fruit hiere at yery reasonable prices. Most of the shops
are filled with articles of English growth and manufacture. The
better sort of people dress like the English, but the costume of
the country people is rather grotesque, especially of the women,
A blue conical cloth cap, with a small bit of red rag on each side ;
woder this,a white linen handkerchief which flows over their shou'«
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8 SPILSBURY'S VOYAGE TO AFRICA.

ders; a straight cloth cloak, blue or brown, edged with red} = .

lose-bodied Jncket and strlped petticoat: they ) bare—legged.
The men likewise wear a cap, and their coat thrown over their
shoulders; their waistcoats and drawers fit close; the latter
reaching helow the knee. -

The countrymen in general carry 2 long pole on their shoulders,
over which is oftentimes thrown their coat. 'I'he women, ac-
cording to the Moorish eustom, squat on their hams. On
Sunday, they bring various productions from the country for sale ;
especially a coursish brown bread, They ave wery hospitable
and inoffensive. A draughtsman whom we met with here,
anformed us, he had travelled over the island, and was always
well treated: he described the wviews as the most grand and
romantic imaginable. Their principal article of cultivation,
their wines, they bring to the eapital, for sale to the
merchants; they are the common Madeira, Malmsey, and
a species of Burgundy.

I'he cathedral 1s well worth seeings it is very richly decorated
with gold and silver ornaments. in the body of this edifice;
while I was viewing it, the corpse of a female child was brought
without a coffin, dressed with flowers, and its hands clasped
together : a hole was dug mto which they lpid itin, the earth was
then thrown over it, and trampled down before its mother, who
appeared very litle concerned.  We afterwards learnt, that
parents rejoice at their children dying so young; as, having no
sin, they are sure to go to heaven. Dhers w as, ho“e»er, a pleasing
melancholy about the mother; or I may call it resignation : her
attention to keep the flowers in their places, the frequen; moving
of the handkerchief from its face, all proved, that nature still Leld
her sway, though curbed by superstition. After the eeremony
was over, she cavefully folded up the handkerchief which covered

t, and placed it in her bosom. She received our small gift of
money, thanked us with the more eloquent language of her eyes,
and all the company separated.

We could not avoid rema: ing the difference between this
really solemn, though artless= ~=ral, and the more pompous
ones, which we fxequnnth observe at home, it was indeed grutes
ful to the feelings, and there wasmo one present but p.nhupaled
Tl.e mother berself carried the child, and laid it in its last bed.

I never saw such a number of ordivary women together ; -

ecarcely any of them were even tolerable. The womenof Funchal
aud some of them almost beyond that cast.  Many of
airls, how: ever, have pretty feutures.

loathsome disease is diffused over this charmngly fertile
island, and seeins (o hover over it, asa curge.  Lepers are so com=
mon in the strects, as 1o be completely disgusting ; the discase
shews itself in ukus or white blotches, in various p'uts of thc




TRAVELLING 1N MADEIRA: (¢}

bodg; it makes dreadful havoc on the cheeks, lips, &ec. of
the poor females, and yet they do not consider it infectious.
The soldiers here are very mean, and are great thieves: some
of them stole our purser’s dirk while he was walking in the streetss
The wives of the merchants are carried about in palunquins
made extremely neat. Their besthorses come from America: for
removing their wine, &c. to the beach, they use a curious kind

. of sledge, drawn by two bullocks : a boy always walks before

their head, while a man guides them with a pole; and when
there are no casks on the sledge, they in general stand on jt
and drive; they are extremecly expert at this, and very seldom
any accident happens to them. ’ :

We seldom bear of any murders being committed here; and
I am, as [ before mentioned, credibly informed, that in the
country the people are extremely hospitable, and will not accept
any return for the little assistance thiey may render a stranger.
Poultry is very dear, a fowl costing six shillings. Fish are caught

in abundance : the sea-pikes are not inferior to the river ones.

Our consort, the Arab, lost here some men, who swam away ;
two fell from a rock forty feet high, but, though much bruised,
recovered. We had only two men puuished for drunkenness.
We obtained here a plentiful supply of beef, wine, and water.
When we came to Funchal, we found the wine we had picked up
at sea, to be the best Madeira Burgundy. Thisisland produces
beans, apples, and every Kind of fruit belonging to hot climates.

The fields are covered with most beautiful flowers, and odo-
viferous herbs; and the honey produced here, is supposed to be
the'finest in the world.  The nuns employ themselves in making
artificial fruit and flowers, some of which were brought on bourd
to be sold. [ had heard much of their preserves, but saw
none. ‘I'he man we pressed out of the little Liverpool vessel ran
away here.  This island has been so often and so well described
by various authors, that it would be useless for me to enter into
any farther particulars, as the shortness of our stay preyented
me from making any excurstons on it. I should have been
happy, bad my time been longer, and enabled me to give a fuil
description of the customs and manners of the people; but let
an author only relate what he sees on the spot, and “ cateh the
manners living as they rise,” instead of compiling from others,
and he will gain sufficient credit from his readers.

October 19th. We took our departure from Madeira, leav-
g our commodore behind, and having . company our convoy.
On the 21st we made Teneritfe, S. W. 1. S. distant about 35
leagues; at twelve o’clock, the Peak bore S.W. 1 S. distant
Q5 leagues ! its ancient name was Teyde, and it is in the centre
of the island. Atsun-set, Palma bare W.§ S. distant 15 leagues;
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io SPILSBURY'S VOVAGE TO ArRicA. .

and Teneriffe S. W. by S. The 22d, we gave chace foa vesse!
which proved. to be the Tigress Taet lndmman, who had lqs";
her consort. Iu the afternoon, a privateer came amongst our

coiwvoy, to which we gave dmce, and fired several broadsides at -
her: she got under the_l.md, but we did not give over thg‘

chace until dark ; when we sent ouf second licuteaant on board

the Anderson schooner with twenty men, but they could not
come up with her. [tunfortunately happened, that the schooner
was without shot to fit her suns; she therefore loaded them' n

to the muzzles with broken glass, &c.; they chaced her until
dark, when she escaped. AH owr men were now busily

employed in preparing for crossing the line, by mdl\mv masks;”
2

and other accoutrements, for the burlesque ceremony whxch,
takes place on that ‘occasion. . N

We were at this time m Jat. 38> 27° N. and close under the
land, the Peak of Teneriffe bearing W. £ N. Doctor Heberden
calculates'1t to be 15,000 feet above the surface of the sea; its
different names are Teneriffe, Tenerife, or Teyde; its appear~
ance 1s very remarkable.

October 23d.  During the firing ‘'of yesterday, laroe sharks
came ronnd the vessels, which, they say, is often the "case im
these latitudes. This afternoon parted company from us, the
Andrew, Hammoud, bound for the Bermudas., We found our
situation very troublesome among these islands, being so fie-
quently Dbecalmed: most accouuls of these parts, mention the
same occurrence to be commou.

95th.  We had this day a man taken ill at the wheel, with the
usual symptoms of feyer.

On the 26th, we were very mear running on shore in the
morning; it was very thick and misty, and the land was mistaken
for a fog-bank, wntil the breakers were heard very plam; we
vuppoqul ourselves to be near Cape Bojador. At noon we
were in lat. 25° 47 N. long. 1629 W.

Noveniber Ist. This (hy we crossed the line;* and to see
the ceremony, ensign Forbes and lady, with- the gentlemen of
the Awderson, came on board. Lt was' as follows : Whe
every thing was prepared, a hoarse voice was heard under the
bows h.uluw the ship—¢ From whence come you ?"—¢ Whither
are \oubmmd &e.?"—The ship’s name, aud the commander’s,
were mentioned in answer, as also its destmallon Neptune thew
made his appearance with his wife and twd sons dripping wet,
as if he had just arisen out of the sea; his dress: cousisted solely

* By the line, the author must in this instance mean the tropic of Cancers
7
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i NAUTICAL SHAVING. 3 11

of a pair of fantastical trowsers, with a conical cap on his head;

. his body was painted with various marine devices, and a large
swab (which 1s composed of strands of ropes untwisted, and' is
used by the seamen for the same purpose as a mop ; answering
also for a cloth to wipe up wet, &c.) hanging behind; in his
band a tident, on the barbed points of which was stuck
a piece of salt fish, as the produce of his dominions. Amphi-
trite, or, as they call her, Mrs. Neptune, was personated by the
boatswain’s mate, au arch fellow, decked m the clothes
of some of the women ot board : in bis hand he held a harpoon.
The sons were dressed similar to-old Neptune.. The ship’s crew:
had  beforehand got the carriage of our bow-chase-gun ready,
with two tubs fur them to sit on. And now if the reader pleases,
we will follow them in procession round all the decks : first, those
who had belore crossed the Tropics, had cach a boarding pike
in his bhaud, to enforce order and attention, and at the same time
to keep those below who had not undergone this watery
ordeal.  Every thipg being now in readiness, the constables
were sent first to clear the way : then marched the fifer and
drwminer, playing * See the conquering hero comes;” next two
barbers, with tremendous razors made of old hoops, one smooth

. for thuse who behave well, and the other like a saw for all who
yebel: then came the secretary with his book, and a list of
the names of those who had not crossed the line; by his side
was plaged another barber, with a hucket of tar, and something |
with it which it would not be altogether delicate to mention.

* Aiter these came the Tritons, six drawing the car; in the front
the two sons, Neptune and his wife, with the servant hehind. In
this order, they proceeded thrice round the deck, amidst repeated
shouts and buysts of laughter. At length the car stopped against
the pumps; wherd there was a large tub placed full of water;
and now the elerk first called on the constubles to bring the
purser’s steward, one to whom the- sailors in general have a
pegaliar antipathy, as they suppose he frequently abridges a
poftion of their provisions, to enrich his'master. With a great
deal of nurth he wus bronght out of the hold, between two con-
stables, blind-folded, and placed on a board over the tub. The
barber, whose office 1t was to apply the lather, 1. ¢, tar and .
first put some questions to him, such as < What made him come
to seai” &e.: but he being forewarned, kept his mouth shut close,
which was not the case with others. who i consequence received a
quantum sugiicit of this delicions compound. Finding him
aware of therr maneuvre, the tar brush was liberally applied
in all directions; the barber with his fine razor then gave him
@ sarape, which occasiomng him to struggle; the plank wag
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18 SPILSBURY'S VOYAGE TO AFRICA.

removed from under him, and he fell into the tub: and now it
was that the water poured on him in all directions.

We had two women on board, one a little black female; by
these Neptune had been oftentimes affronted at the galley fire
(where the meat for the officers and people is cooked). He
called out lustily for them to be shaved, and little Dingey was
introduced amidst buckets of water; hut instead of patiently sub-
mitting to this kind of treatment, shie used her hands so well,
they were glad to relinquish farther proceedings, and let her go.
A quarter-master swore he had crossed the line, and he had just
before privately thrown ‘overboard-the first set of razors; he was
at this tinle at the wheel, and hoped to escape, but the captain
ordered him to be relieved, and down he was taken by the con-
stables to stand his trial.—He was asked, Where he had been P—
In what harbour?—What marks he saw on the starboard and
larboard land, &c.? He confused himself by his answers,
and was taken to the tub by force, and shaved, hut not with the
smooth razor, to the no small diversion of the whole crew; after
being well ducked, he,was suffered to escape. Thus closed
this day of mirth, which would have Dbeen repeated, had we
crossed either of the other lies.

November the 2d. We got soundings in 140 fathoms. Lat. 219
13 N. Long. 19° 14! W.

Nov. 2nd. Cape Blanco bore E. by S. £ S. distant 181 miles.

Nov. 3d. Mustered the ship’s contpany at quarters, and read
the articles of war to them; as is customary at least once a
month. A great number of flying fish were seen flying round us,

Nov. 4th. Read the articles of way to the ship’s company,
and the captam cautioned them on the preservation of their
health. We at length made Cape Verd, passed the large
Bird’s Island, and dropt anchor before the town of Goree.

GOREE. 4

Before anchoiing we sent the cutter with our sub-ljeu-
tenant on shore, with a flag of truce, for fear the French might
have possession of the island. Saw our convoy lying*in the
roads. The boat returned with compliments from the governor,
and that he would be glad to see the captain on shore. Goree
isulinost a barren rock : the inhabitants get nearly all the provi-
stons from the Main-land. The governor’s name is Lloyd. He
has established some zood regulations among them. By cutting
their dollars into four parts, he keeps the specie on the island,
which before was always drained fiom it. “‘Nor will he allow

| : !
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o © CHASTITY OF BLACK FEMALES, FREIR

bodies to be buried there for fear of infection, but hgs them
gent over to the Main, where they are generally dug up, and
devoured by the tigers and other wild beasts, The lady of the
captain of the African regiment told a pathetic tale of the loss
of two of her children, whose corpses they were oblized to smug~
gle into the fort. The riches of the inhabitants cousist of slaves,
each bouse having a slave yard, with huts for them ; among the
emale slaves are many elegant figures, and some of the mulatto
. women are real beautics. Most Europeans form temporary
attachments when they come to this island; and so very chaste
are the women that none have ever been known to attempt other
connexions, while they think their husband survives, even though
he may have left the 1sland.  The slaves of both sexes are naked,
except the piece of cloth which passes round the loins. The
females do all the drudgery, such as beating corn, &c. with their
children at their backs: this operation is performed in a wooden
mortar, with a large pestle; and to shew their agility, the wo-
men clap their hands while it flies upwards. There are conti-
nual importations of slaves from the Main-land.

About 190 of the- African rifle-corps are stationed here, the
remains of a body, the rest of which have fallen a prey to the
climate ; among them are some fine-looking men. -~ An anecdote
was told me of a person of rank on the island, which is desery-
ing of notice, as it shews how far human nature may be de-
graded, wlhen we are deprived of our finer feelings, The gover-
nov had a good horse, which this gentleman remarking, said with
great sang-froid, * It was worth four slaves,” and offered to
purchase it at that price.

Lt wagnow a most healthy season, the commencement of their
winter,  We frequently sent the boat to the Main-land, which
always returned with plenty of excellent fish of various kinds.
QOur people were obliged to use the utmost cantion for fear
\.vuf the sharks, which are of a kurge size, and swarm round the

« " slaind; | have seen them from eight to ten feet long. Natives
of the Mam come over to Goree, with all kinds of provisions,

n @ small canoe, sharp at each end and flat bottemed, but raised

i the fore part, Some have one sail, others two, which are

cut i what the sailors call shoulder of mutton faslion: the

canoe 1s a solid body of a tree hollowed out, and simple as it is,
they sail very fast, and the owners steer them in a wonderful
manner with their paddles; but by no temptation would they
be attracted near us.

The inhabitants of Goree are not jet black, but a misture.

There are about 300 vessels continually trading up the river

Gambia for slaves, which, from the best authenticated accounts,
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are procured in the foliowing mauner: If a prince wants a
commodity of any kind, and it requires more than he is worth
to pay forit, he deshovs a village, seizes ity poor inhabitants,
and sells them: they weep bitterly at first, but are soon reconciled
to their unfortunate situation. Their priucipal chief is the prince.
of Marabou; his subjeets are jet black. - The small town which
the kings of Marabou reside in, is surrounded with a mean
wall : lhu’ have an 1dea that this wall is a charm, or, as they tepny
it, a grigeery or grisgris; and they think that shoald any eoeinies
presume Lo come over it, - the houses themselves would fall .and
destroy them. A uewhbounnw prince offered to: the governar .
of Goree a hundud sl.l\'(s, 1i he would permit our African
soldiers to storm it first; however, one of the enemy contnved
to get over, and stabbed one of the king’s sons. «

On this coast, it frequently happens | that a large tree in a town
becomes a grisgris ; and some princes who ave under a fittish
will not go on board a ship, or on an island, from an idea
that they will sink immediately on sefting their foot o it, while
others suppose they will die if they see salt water. @ihey are
in general covered with such charms: among the ]olofs, Man-
dingos, &e. who are Mahometans, they consist of pieces. of the
Alcoran, covered with leather, or some other relicy nor do
they suppose they ever can crr, but attribute every thmg to the
il conduct of those who have offended them.

There isa law in Goreg, that if any man murders a slave, he
shall buy another to make good the owner's loss. :

At the moment of my writing this, the 10th of \'ommber{ |
1t 1s so very sickly on ‘the river, that a slave-ship has sent in
word, they have lost all hands.

Bird's Islamd‘is larger than Garee, and produces a quantity of

cotton, wild; Dbut mo water is to be wot there. There is . ‘i
one small lvu\, the eutrance to which mwht be easier defended ]
than Goree, and the whole of it miglt be made,a garden. One | :
person from Goree built a house on it, héing discontented with % .) N
his former sllu atton; but he left 1t for want of water, ‘

On the 11th; Mr. Guy and myself went on shore; a shot was 4
fired over the tawn from a hattery on the hill, which is an annual ‘
custom, 1mporting that the healthy scason had commenced.  If {

this custom, had been peglected, it would have given rise to un- "
pleasant conjectures, as the inhabitants, as may be supposed {
from what has been s‘\id, are very superstitious.  In the evening g
a ball was given, at which there was certainly a numerons ang L
beautiful assemblage. We were also at a wedding ; the bride,
a beautiful black girl, was introduced to us; she was veiled, and
had a profusion of gold ornaments about ber; consisting of
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BLACK PRINCE OF MARAEBOU: 15
»
bracelets, rinos, necklaces, &c. We were led to it by the
sound of a drum, and the clapping of hands; the company
formed 4 ring; and each woman by turns got into the middle,
and danced ; they made the most hideous contortions of their
" features and limbs, after which, they joined in the circle. ‘Ihe
next day they go in procession round the streets; the bride
supported by one of her friends, and the rest at intervals dap-
cing round her, singing, &c.; this continues for some days, and
even the governor could not be excused from attending, the
custom is so established. If any officer or settler, of respecta-
bility, wants a wife, he must coust the girl a month, and then
give what they call a great dinner; inviting all her relations, and
keeping open house for some days ¢ this, of course, is extremely
expensive, as it costs seldom less thiau two hundred pounds. At
the weddings of the poorer classes, each one of the company
gives a picce of money; [ met my washerswoman going to one
with a dollar for that purpose.

The second remove, or mixture of a mulatto with a white,
produces children nearly of a white cast, or as they arc called
by Buropeans misters: 1 do not think the mulattoes i gencral
50 handsome as the blacks.

November 12th. The prince of Marabou this day paid us
a visit, and the captain presented him with an old cocked “hat,
of which he was very proud—his brother Alexander, a general,
accompanied him. We found he owed the island fifty slaves,
and was ou the point of commencing a war for the express pur-
pose of liquidating the debt.

This is the only place at which T heard of going to war for slaves,
and I am apt to think there is some mistaké, as he was a
merchant, and move likely to purchase than otherwise. He
brought a milch-gpat with him to sell, and kid, but as the lady
for whom it was intended was on shore, hie would not leave it,

1 bi..lt took it into the boat with him. I have given him a drawing

Yol him, exactly as he was dvessed.  His brother was a strong
athletic man, had a fine open countenance, which bespoke ur-
banity ofsmanners ; in short, we were all fond of Alexauder: he
was almost covered with grisgris - his worsted blue cap, with red
hoops, had a most ludicrous appearance.

There are several ostriches kept ou this island ; the governor
frequently hunts them on the parade with dogs. As soon as
the bird 18 produced he begins dancing, and at last sets off, leaving
the dogs far behind: he goes regularly to the bottom of the
parade and up agiin; setting the dogs at defiance, whom he
le;_lsily out-runs with the help of his wings; nor can they catch

im,
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Goree is a rock of iron stone ; the principal water they gét
from the Main-land, as they have only one well on the island,
which 1s not uearly sufficient to supply thewr wants. The
established custom of not giving any woman leave to quit the
island after her marriage causes a number of widows to be resi-
dent there; many of w thom of course are young ones, their hus-
bands probably still living elsewhere.

Their dress is a wrapping petticoat, if sach I may call it, of
white cotton with a coloured edge, and at the upper part-a nar-

row border of a finer sort; this they lap two or three times round -

them and tuck i ; such a garment costs seven dollars:—the
vest consists of a chemise, over which a loose piece of cotton
cloth 18 carelessly wrapped, and a handkerchief round the lead.
They are excessively fond of gold, and hide every guinea
or deubloon they can procure. It was here I first tasted
palm-wine, and [ cannot say that I think it an unpleasant liquor.
"The ladies, if on the beach when it is coming on shore from
the Main, will hold out their bands to have some poured in to
drink. When new, itis very pleasmt, and looks like nu]l( and
water; but whenkept a few days, is very intoxicating: When
new, the natives here are extremely fond of it.

Washing on this island is charged at the rate of a dollar for
a dozen pieces, counting a handkerchief, &e. as a shirt.  They
are beaten on stones, and then rinsed. This is the only kind of
washing 1n use, uolthhsu\ndmn which, the articles are bleached
very white.

There is a law here which deserves mentioning. If a’slave
ds born on this island, he cannot be sold out of it, unless he or
she commits some considerable crime. It was here governor
Wall perpetrated the barbarous murder, for which he suffered
the sentence of the law. Both the event and the punishment
still continue m the memory of the inhabitants.

They are extremely fond of music; and here as well as on

other parts of the coast, which [ shall have occasion to mention,

they have hand-organs in their houses. It certainlyis a great
change to an Englishman, when he witnesses the customs at
Madeira; but what must it be when be lands at Goree?
It is m)povsxble to describe the sensation at first stepping on
shore, where he finds every thing so perfectly different from
European scenes: he 1s lmmedmtely surrounded by numerous
black boys and girls, quite naked, and skipping around Lim in
play; but not begging : the females naked, especially the slayes ;
or with ouly a small rag round their waists,

We were recom mended to a free man, a Mr. Crew, where we
found the most liberal accom modations ; he had lost his wife, and
had a fine boy, who was a more perfect black than himself: at

T
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Winner I could not help looking round me, at the novelty of being
waited on by boys and girls, nearly in a state of nature: indeed
one named little Harry was quite an adept. The above gen-
tleman once lived at Sierra Leone; and is well known for the
poodness of his disposition and pleasautiess of his manuers: he
fiad lately Been in England, and intends sending bis son thither
to finish his education. When our boat went to the main land,
to draw the seine for fish, the prince always came down, and
they invariably complimented him with a few choice oues.
Flere we first began to give our men bark in ‘wine; a glass
before they went, and another when they rcturned, under the
idea of preventing fever. !

Whatever medical gentlemen may think of this practice, I shall
callit a hocus-pocus mode of driving away fever. lam of opinica,
it might be much better reserved till another opportunity, when
it is really wanted, and might prove of great utility. If, instead
of this, the men were uallowed double the quantity of wine,
it would be of more service; for can any one seriously suppose,
that a dram of bark, only occasionally exhibited, can be of any
advantage? Again, the surgeon is by this, reducing his stock,
when it cannot be replenished, as here,Amoncfy could not purchase
it, though for want of this useful tonic, bis people were dying
round him.

There is another circumstance necessary to be attended to
with respect tomedicines at sea. . All powders, especially bark,
should, when sent to hot climates, be put into bottles, well corked
down, and then dipt in rosin or wax; for itis well known, that the
loss of the virtues of this medicine in these climates, is owing to
its being exposed to the air.  One proof I shall lay before my rea-
ders—Irom Apothecaries’hall I had bark in jars ; with a bung
and a wrapper tied over it: [ had also from the same place some
iu bottles, which I dipped in rosin. When I opencd them at
Sierra Leone, there was a wonderful diffcrence i their quality,

o the jar did not smiell more avomatic than the small quantity in

the bottles; that in the jar appeared to hang together as if mites
were among it, and, though the utmost care Liad been taken of it,
it seemed to be dump: samples from cach were eusily dis-
tinguwished.  As this article is of such material consequence,
I liope cave will be taken in future, to bottle it in the same manner
as the lime juice, which latter might be curtailed on ths station,
as limes and acid fruits are i plenty, and may be obtained for
the trouble of gathering.

Now [am on this subject, [ hope T shall not be thought
tedious in mentioning some of our necessaries, as they are terimed,
more especially the tea, if such L may call it, as s allowed for
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had a fine boy, who was a more perfect black than himself: at
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a sailor when il]. This is supplied by contract, and is of the
very worst quality, being eomposed of the sweepings of the ships’
holds, or what would otherwise be sold for dyeing. = When water
1s added, should any one be blind-folded, I defy him to tell what
the infusion is, as it has more of the taste of decayed hay, than
any other thing I can think of. Surely, if a sick sailor is to be
allowed these necessaries for his comfort and speedy recovery,
they should, to say the least, be of good quality: I would ask, if
such wretched stuff as 1 have now described, 13 worthy of a sur-
geon’s oath, « That the necessaries have all been expended for
the use of the sick only?” T once sent some of the trash to a
late board; and received for auswer, “ IVe have exvamined the
tea, and find it as good as the contract will allow.” There
used also to be cocoa and spices allowed, but these haye vanished,
and only a few races of ginger substituted for them.—I shall
now proceed with my journal.

November 1 8th. At noon we left Goree, with the Mary and
Anderson; we were in lat. 15° 12/ N. long. 17° 9" W. Had on
board Ensign Forbes and his lady, as passengers to Sierra Leone.
On the 14th, uncommonly large bats flew on board—their heads
like that of a fox, and their teeth very large; but, on account, of
the cruelty of the sailors, we were obliged to throw them over-
board. We were from now till the 22d, continually in sound-
ings; during which time, a large quantity of dolphins were
swimming about the ship.

November 18th. We had fine clear weather, rather inclining
to calm. Great quantities of the Remora or sucking fish, under,
our stern, with the beautiful little pilot-fish, in shape nearly re-
sembling a perch: two or three of these-constantly attend the
shark, playing about his fins, and under his belly, when he 1s not
in pursuit of any prey. Of these, the sailors give the same
account as the natural historians formerly did of the jackall, or
lion’s provider; and it therefore bears that name of pilot-fish :
in the shark they always find a protector, as they never swim te
any distance from him.

SIERRA LEONE.

November 22d. Cloudy with showers of rain, thunder, and
lightning. Quarter past four P. M, let go our anchor in 12
fathom. At eight o’clock the Anderson fired two guns, and
made signal for land in the S.E.. A beautiful bud flew on
board, it had blue wings and a red beak: at this time we
again anchored: lat. 8° 36" N. a8

This evening the atmosphere was extremely mild with light-
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ning : the island is high in some places, on which the clouds seem
to rest. The point of Cape Sicrra Leone was cloathed by nume-
rous large trees. I do not know that I ever saw so majestic
and tremendous an appearance as was formed by mountain tower-
ing over mouutain, which, added to the gloominess of the night,
increased its horrors. By the number of lights that appeared,
weé were certain we were near some large town. The
captain stood on till a boat came from the shore, by the people -
of whom we were informed of the death of the governor. On
the sides of the hills there are elephants, tigers, tiger cats, &c.
with a very large species of monkey called Chimpanzee, which is
near six feet high when full grown. He is very mischievous ;
when young, liowever, he is most affectionate to men ; and cries
like a child when he misses bis protector. . A gentleman here
gives a woman 10s. 6d. per week to suckle oue, in order to send
it home. 'There is also an insect which is at least equally alarm=
ing, a sort of black ant. When they euter a house, the mhabi-
tants are oblized to leave it immediately, otherwize they would
devour them as they do every thing else they meet with; ser-
pents, rats; &c. &c.

November @¢8d. We came to an anchor off Free-town, and
at half past seven o’clock a boat camé off and informed us this
wis the principal town. It was quite dark. On our landing we
found that not only the governor was dead, but also a captain of
the African corps, who was to have been tried by a court
martial for some serious offence, They were very sickly, and in
great distress both for medicines and food. The town is ina
most romantic situation. At the back of it the mountains are
¢loathed with wood. Near it is another town, commonly called
Dalia Mooda; it is situated on the side of a hill, covered with
vertdure.  “Uhe natives are black, but there is a great difference
betwixt their diess and that of the people of Goree; here the
fushion of the women's cloaths somewhat resembles the costume
of a Welsh girl, and they are all exceedingly clean and neat.

In the moming two canoes came alongside; though only
the breadth of a man, there were thiee persons in each of them
kneeling and sitting; two paddled, while the third baled the
water out. The eanoes appeared to be made of the bark of
treess and were éxceedingly light.  This day some women came
on board to bavter oranges, lemons, &e. they were extremely
pleased tosee Williams, the gun-room black cook, whom they
recollected'by the name of Harris.  There are some crown-birds
here, but they are very rare to be met with. Ten dollars is the
*l\rico asked' for a'bow and arrows, with the quiver complete.
The governor a pile invalid, came on board this morninyg, and
politely invited us on shore ; he at the sanie ime kimented the

c e
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want of good bark, as they had now none in the colony, and wished
me to spare him some : I supplied him with what 1 had from
Apothecaries-hall, on my own account, in bottles. The colony
1s not at this time in a very thriving condition.

I was informed thata few days before a large snake had been
killed, the carcase of which was as much as two men could carry
on a pole : they are very commonj; and it is a fact that they
can swallow leopards, bears, &c. There are also two extremely
large species of the alligator, which are nearly twenty feet loug 5
they swim between the ships, and pick up any garbage that is
thrown overboard: they were frequently fired at, but a
bullet will not penetiate them. The smaller -ones are very nu-
merous.

November 25th. I dined with the governor, who related
some curious anecdotes of the reptiles just alluded to: in
particutar, of one of them destroymg a sentry, and carrying
him fairly away: his musquet was found left behind on his
post. It came afterwards for the other sentry, but was driven
away.

On the 27th of November we again weighed for the islands
de Los. On the 29th we had five men taken ill with fever:
they were attacked with pain in the head, vomiting, pain in
the bowels, and sometimes complained of pain all over the
body, attended with great lassitude and alow, arnitable, quick
pulse. In the evening we came to an anchor, and we saw
Cape Verga, bearing N. N. E. distant ten or twelve leagues.
In the afternoon of the 30th we anchored, tiding it along shove,
as the wind was contrary. During our passage a female of
Sierra Leone related to us the following story, which will shew
the spirit of revenge occasioned by jealousy in the native wo-
men. A slave-trader kept a native girl, of whom he was ex-
tremely fond : one day unfortunately some words arose, and he
struck her oyer the eye; revenge ummediately took possession
of her mind, nor did she make it any secret that she was re<
solved to poison him. This the girl who related the story per-
fectly understood, and warned the gentleman of the fate that
would attend him; begging of him not to permit her to cook
his supper, but let the informant perform that service: this
with some difficulty he consented to, still laughing at the idea
of danger; but being soon afterwards thirsty, he hastily called
for a glass of water, which was given to him by the native
girl whom he hud assaulted: he drank it before the other could
wrest the goblet from his hands, and as soon as the deadly
potion was administered, the native burst into a loud fit of
Jaughter. Soon after the victim clapped his band to his breast,
and exclaimed, “ My God! I am poisoned!” The narrator
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immediately got him to bed, and sent for his friends, but he
expired in a few hours. When his friends amrived and found
him dead, they seized the girl, put a chain round her neck,
and sold her as aslave. Another instance, in which the at-
tempt, however, proved abortive, is also worth relating.
A black chief who lives near Sierra Leone, married a settler
of this colony, an American black; who by her attention and
industry by trading for him up the rivers, not only procured
himy riches, but respect andattention from the colony, Ac-
cording to his country’s custom of having more wives than
one, he took seme from ramong his own nation, who soon
became jealous of the first or head woman.* They attempted
to poison her, but the plot was discovered; on which she
fled, first returning him all his slaves and presents, declaring
she never would cohabit  with him again. On the other
band be, almost distracted, took every means of discover
ing her, but in vain. At last a letter arrived from Liverpool,
informing him  of her affection and death. It is here
necessary to vemark, that the vatives of this country have four
or five wives in general, and each woman sleeps with her hus-
band, in tum, a certain number of wvights. . This is mvariably
arule, and so regular are they in the observance of it, that
although the man may have no conuection with the wife whose
turn comes, he cannot refuse to sleep with lier: althoush there
may, however, be a fuvourite wife whom he oft-times calls
to him, treats with marked respect, or pays her many atten-
tions, yet if any connection be discovered out of proper turn,
the others wifl hold a palaver, claiming the custom of their
country, and the former iy in danger of being taken off
by poison; therefore whatever is done must be with the ut
most secrecy; and these embraces are stolen with as much
precaution as an emperor would make use of in his intrigues.
PL'I‘Inlps one custom may account for their haviug a ,nluralily
of wives; when a woman bas borne a child, she does not re-
turn to the arms of hér husband ull that child can bring her a
pot of water: nor do they co with their husbands when they
have, as they express it, « the moon on them!” I have been
assured that this is a general term for the occurrence all alone
this coast and throughout Africa, In short, th v umibut:
more to the influgnce of the moon than we do,  The peaple

* I have mentioned the chief female as fead woman or first
yilege is to enjoy an entive command over the vest; and of this m all but the
eircumstance: specitied, she makes a most despotic use. Her dress and orna.

ments are more rich, she follows her husbund wherever he goes, and chuses
sugh wowen as she wishes to be with her,

Her pri-
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at Sierra Leone, declare that the moon will turn meat putnd,
and produce fevers. I have already alluded to the extreme
modesty of the African women; I must here again observe,
that although an European lady may turn up her nose at « kg
horrid nahed creatures,” delicacy will not permit me to enter
into particular explanations, but I must declare that they are
at certain times much more modest as to their actions and
behaviour than many of our fantastical women of fashion.
Their~ attention and submission to their husbands, and their
affcction for their children, are worthy of the highest eneo-
miums Blush! ye fair faced females! this—this 15 Na-
ture! Here the name of wel nurse is upknown ! here the true
enjoyment of an offspring is felt as it should be!

On the 1st of December we read the Afticles of War to #lié
thp" company; a custom which, by act of parliament, is
ed to be repeated every two months. We mistook tlie
d of Matacovy for Temara. It appears a beautiful spot
covered with trees and verdure, but has shoal water all round
it: it is in the "possession of the Mandingoes. On the 2nd-
of December having missed the islands, cither from the in-
correctiess of the charts or uncertainty of the tides, and hav-
ing now a fair wind for Sierra lLeone, we returned and an-
chored again off Free Town. On the 10th we again got under
weigh for those islands; the 12th we anchered about seven
oclock four miles from Ifactory Island ; went on shore with
the upmm and purser to the factory, where we found M.
Frisk, an American gentleman, extremely ill. with an nlcerated
Ie It appearcd to be an exfoliation of a part of the tibia,
which he wnposcd was a disease called by them craw-craws;
but this is a species, of the itch, pxm]uunnr ‘small white blotches
on the skin, in the joints, between the fingers, and sometimey
all over the body, and which easily gives way to prepmatmns
of sulpbur and lime-juice. He sad lie would not submit it
to the mative mode of cure, as it would give him excruciating
pain; this method is to bind a roasted hme on the dlseased
part. I gave him every medical assistance that lay in power,
in return for which lie made me a present of two kids and a
billender of oranges: he also made the captain a present of a
very fine ox and some goats. On our first landing here, ‘the
people belonging to lhls gentleman, thinking us rrench ran
mto the woods, as did also his head woman, pulling off her
cloth, and scampered away with great expedition, ‘This fac-

ory consists merely of a few huts, and the 1sland was purchased
by another American of Rio Pongos, of the prince who owned
it.

We next went to Crawford’s Island, and called at Mr. Wil-
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son's, who we found was gone to Sierra Leone: in his yard
were a great number of slaves. which had been purchased of
him, and relanded from an American slave brig lying off this
place, whose crew, from the captain to the lowest sailor, werg
Taid up with fever: only a few female slaves were kept on board
to attend them. This was the first time L saw the male slaves
in chains, The women never are so confined. T'wo or more
are chained together round their necks with heavy padlocks an
their breasts, round the ancles, or hand-cuffed. 'Those with
chains were beating rice, but a melancholy gloom Lung over
their countenance : they frequently would rest, look at each
other, and sigh. The women appeared move cheerful, and
the girls did not seem to be much affected. The steward made the
captain a present of a small piz. We then walked to another
factory on the same island, the owner of which we found wag
in London: we were, howeyer, handsomely treated by a young
woman from Sierra Leone, named Betsy Walker, who gave
us refreshments, . presented to the capiain some goats and pigs,
and to myself a kid. She feluted that when she saw our vessel
m the offing, she had resolved to collect the slaves, and re-
move the property into the woods, as she before bad been
twice obliged to do when the Erench effected a landing, by
which means she preserved the cffects of her friend from
plunder.  She was , continually on the wateh with a glass,
and in short she shewed so much attention to the trust re-
posed in her, so much affection and anxiety for lis safe return,
that I could not help reflecting on leaving her,  What is this
difterence of colour, that it should stigmatize the being who,
possesses it?” The house, superintended by this female, was
10 the most exact order; her slaves were at liberly and in per-
fect obedience, locking up to her as their protector aud friend.
Here is an extraordinary instance of a female, on an island
where there is but another family; liable every moment to
brutality from the attacks of the corsairs, or a whim of the
petty kings of the opposite coast, defending herself securing
the propeity of her keeper, and obtaining the respect of all
who surreund her.

We watered at Temara; I went with the party; the water
springs from a rock near the beach, and the casks must be
rolled down. « A party of black men who came down to the spoty,
said they were swe Mr. Williams would be very glid 1o see
us.  We therefore walked across the island, which is covered
with ‘underwood; and an the opposite side we came to the
ruins of a village, and were shewn to the hut of their pringe,
Tom Willams, a stout young man, who spoke very good
English: be told us he was very sorry he could offer us no-
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thing but water, as he had but just returned to Temara, havs
mg had a war with a neighbonring king, who had destroyed hiy
tovn, as we saw, and had taken a gréat number of his peo-
ple: but he assured us that he had been fully revenged, and
was now returned to rebuild his town. He smid he was taken
to England when young, and lived a long time at Chester ; but
having huppily returned to his own country, he fixed on this
island, which belonged to him by right. His wives procured
as some water, and offered to cook us some fowls, but we
declined their politeness aud took our departure. It is neces-
sary to remark here, that salutingisnot the same as the Eng-
hish fashion; but 1s performed by one person holding out the
hand open, over which the other draws his.» One point of
this island is called Tom Williams’s Point, and on this his
town is situated.

December the 16th, at four o’clock, Cape Sierra Leone bore
S. W. 3 W. three or four miles. At a quarter past four the ship
struck on a shoal of sand called the Middle-ground, the cape
bearing at this time S. W. nearly five miles. Hove the sails
all aback, and sent the master away to sound. Findmg it 1m-=
practicable to get her off at that time, in: consequence of the
falling ftide, we struck the lower yards and top-masts, and put
them over the side to keep the ship upright. ~ Boats were also
employed in carrying out anchors, to heave her off.

At twenty minutes past five, came alongside to our assistance
Mr. Me. Cawley, master of the Mary, and also a bout from the
Arab: we started our water in the hold, and got every thing
ready for heaving her off at high water. A. M. light airs and
cloudy. At twenty minutes past twelve brought to the capstan,
and endeavoured to heave her off, but without effect. At twenty
minutes past nine a schooner came alongside and carried out
our bower anchor ; she took on board also part of our guns. At
ten the Arab came to our assistance. The 17th, early in the
morning, all irands were employed at the capstan, and at three
they hove her ofi into tiiree fathoms water. At thirty minutes
past three received a hawser from the Arab, and warped her off
the bank, and at six anchored in seven and half fathoms. People
were now employed in getting up the yards and topmasts, and
at nine, we weighed and made sail. In the evening we anchored
off Free-town, m eleven fathoms water.

December 20th.  We first hear(\dot Tord Nelsons victory
over the combined fleet off Trafalgar, ind fired a salute of twenty-
one guns in consequcm‘e. We now reccived orders to go to
Rio Pouyn, to look after a privateer. At half-past six,-A. M.
we weighed ;.at seven lL()l\lPd in all the boats; and at fifteen mi-
nutes past eleven we anchored in seven and half fathoms, Frec-
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town, bearing' S. by E. On the 22d, we lay off Crawford’s
island,  23d, Tom Williams’s point, S. b. 3 W. six or seven
miles. Thirty minutes past five saw four strange sail, gave chace
to a schooner and ship, and came up with the schooner, which we
found to be a friend. At forty minutes past eleven we came
10 off Factory [sland,in seven and half fathoms water, with the
kedze. At this time we had on board a gentleman named
Wilson, who was to have piloted us into the Rio Pongos; but
meeting with Mr. Lawrence, a black gentleman, sén to a Mr.
Yawrence of Deal, whom he thought to be a better pilot than
himself, he returned to Crawford Island, leaving another black
man, Captain Jack, as a clever pilot for that chanuel. He was
one of the men taken in a schooner before our Jast return to
Sierra Leone, belonging to a Mr. Butterfield, who was captured
in‘her.  He and Mr. Butterfield "had agreed that with three or
four more men, they should, if the boat came alongside, try
to effect their escape, leave their dispatches with Mr. Frisk, and
make the best of their way to Sierra Leone, to give timely
notice of aun enemy being on the coast. They employed them-
selves for some time in damping the priming of the musquets ;
~ the French prize-master gave them a sufficient opporiunity of
doing so, by drinking so much porter as to make himself drunk.
At last the boat came alongside, when they jumped into her and
rowed off. Neither oaths, menaces, nor the actions of the enemy,
who pointed their musquets at them, had any effect; only one of
the latter went off, fortunately it did no mischief. - Mr, Butter-
field promised this® Captain Jack a slave if he sncceeded : he
was the person who brought to Sierra Leone the intelligence of
the cirenmstance, which occasioned onr going in chace of them.
We found Myr. Lawrence at Factory Island coming in search of
us, to inform us of the privateer; he also told us that a great
number of the men were captured by the natives, and were in
chains.

I had now again the pleasure of seeing Mr. Frisk, whose
leg I found to be much better, but his knee contracted. At
thirty minutes past three, P. M. we made all sail, Mr. Lawrence’s
sloop in company.  Saw a ship in the northward firing at the
sloop with grape and round shot: discharged our larboard broad-
side at her; which she returned with two, and proved to be the
Eibernia from Liverpool, bound to Rio Pongos.  On the 25th
saw a strange suil : heard the report of two guns, and sent the
Jolly bout with the master and pilot, to discover the entrance or
the river: she returned however without success, the pilot de-
claring that ““ his vrEe no (ib dere,” the tree being his mark
for the entrance. . This sufficiently shews the errors of the
charts, as there is no river where it is laid dosvn,
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December 26th.  We picked up a very large canoe admﬂg
came to-an anchor in four fathoms, and saw @ strange sail in
shore steering to the northward. Sent our cutter to reconnoitre
again: at eight A. M. fired three guus: at ten observed oug
cutter coming; without baving found the mouth of the river,
Made sail'again to the N. W.

December 97th. At five P. M. anchored \\'l!h the kedge it
three and half fathoms. We now, from several circumstances,
Jjudged ‘we must be at the mouth of the river: all bands were
therefore anxious in making preparation, knowing the enemy’s
privateer to be of superior force to us. We hung the hammock
claths over our sides to prevent their seeing the guns: our
head was muffled up, and disguised in the same manner : and
the carpenters were emplo)ed in making a false poop: which
when fimshed, occasioned her looking more like a rusty old
Guineaman, than a man of war. -

December 28th,  The cutterreturned ; they had been a long
way up the river, and in the night Were close to the privateer,
before they were aware of their situation: nor did they find it
out until they heard their sentries.challenge each’ other. She
immediately got under weigh, and a brig \ulh her did the same;
our boat rollo“mg them, ‘but clase undek the land for fear of
discovery.  When our cotter left them they had anchored at the
mouth of the river, which is twelve or fourteen miles to
the northward of its place in the charts. From the soundings,
two and half fathoms, there was scarce water to get over the
bar. It was therefore proposed, if we could not get in with the
Favourite, to ent the privateer out. We hoisted out the gig, and
sent the fiist and sccond lieutenants to make observations,
In the mean time we gat under weigh. We had not made much
progress, when we saw them returning, waving their hats. Wae
wow got out all our sweeps, regulated the strokes by the drum,
and sent the boats ahead to tow. When they came back, they
said-they had seen ber taken aback, with a prize, which she had
made  Dropped anchor at one l’. M. we saw two brigs under
American colours: at two commeneed firing, when a black
privateer: hoisted French colours aud returned 1t: at twenty
mibutes. past two she-struck: we boarded her; and they called
for the doetor. [ was Lonsequeuﬂy sent on board, and found
seven. killed, meluding the captain, and tweyty-four wounded:
thein decks were so sllppery with blood, that I could not stand
without holding by the riggng. llavnw ordered those who
were dead to be thrown overboard, l'l'ouud an old man with his
face entirely cut away, except the lower jaw; the ball had lefi
neither eyes, nose, mor cheeks! and where 'the septum of the
nose was, I could see the brain foseing a passage. This poos
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tﬁj\)ec't wag nevertheless continnally swallowing his own blood,
and coyghing: the Trench themselves, as an act of humanity,
threw him overboard. The eaptain and two more were killed
after they had struck, owing to their not being able to stop their
men. from fring.  One of our twelve pound shots struek one
of her guns; the shot split, killed the man at the helm,
and another piece went through and tore his lungs out. 1 ot their
surgeon at last up from below ; aud between us, we dressed the
wounded.  Phore was one man whose leg it was necessary to am-
putate ; the French surgeon begged to be allowed to operate, but
performed his task in such a shocking manner, I was obliged to
turn iy back on him.' The vessel proved to be the General
Blanchard, commanded by J. B. de Breux; furmerly governor
of Gioree, a man of great courage, and much lamented by bis own
people, as well as his enemies. | took some of the wounded
with we on board. The vessel was consideralily damaged both
in her hull and rigging.  Her complement before the nction was
130 men, and 16 guns of various calibre. We now sent the
boatswain with a gang of hands to splice aud knot the rigging ;
and the purser up the river, to inform the settlers of her eapture,
and to procure some fresh becf.  Several Enslishmeén ecame on
board with presents, and were highly rejoiced at our suecess.
On the purser’s return, he informed us he had been a great
distance up the river, and that the people behuved in a very liberal
manner ; they were highly delighted with the news, as were the
natives—ind stated, that we might expect the next day a large
party of gentlemen, who would bring presents of live stock of
every denomination with them : accordingly early on the follow-
ing morning, several boats came with different gentlemen (slaves
fuctors®) bringing goats, cattle, sheep, poultry, &c. & One
of the company brought a very handsome boy slave about ten
years old, as a_present to the captain, and to whom we gave the
name of John Favorite: At the same titne came a general of the
king of that country, accompanied with a singing man. Before
he well got up the ship’s side, he opened his pipes ; and wlen
on deck, seized the captam with bots hauds, and with great ra-
pidity and loudness of voice began his song, in which he called
over the names of all the neighbouring sovereigns ; saving they
were great warriors, but the English still greater, and ending each
strain with  King George live for ever!”  Wherever the cap-
tuin went, he would follow him, singing in his cabin, between

* Tle Sierra Leone colony, though expressly established for the abolition
of the slave unde, has produced more Slave-fuctors than any other sety
tlement
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decks—it was all one. The captain thinking to stop him from

~ thus annoying him, made him a present of an umbrella; but tlis
only increased his ardour, for he put it under his arm, strumming
on 1t as if it were a guitar. At this time, we had our prisoners
all aft, with a netting separating them fiom the quarter deck.
They now took his attention; and he made the most horrid
grimaces at them, with signs of cutting their throats; drawing
out his knife, and singing ; or rather vociferating all the time.
We asked him to go below, and had some rice boiled for hin,
but be would drink nothing but sugar aud water. ke proceeded
to sing as usual, to our great annoyance. Our purser at length
gave him a present of a French pistol; this not only increased
the noise of the singlg man, but evidently displeased the
general; and to prevent his chagrin, I was obliged to give him
a pair of the purser’s shoes. Every thing was now settled ami-
cably; and they departed in high glee, often calling on board
the privateer. We now found the Blancliard had only the day
before got her men from slavery on shore; and the captain
nobly declared he would sooner be taken, than leave his men in
that situation: otherwise he would undoubtedly have got
away.  The fact was, they went to cut out an Lunglish trading
brig up the river, but in their attempt, they were taken by the
natives ; and the gentlemen with much difficulty saved their lives.
The river is so extremely narrow, and wood grows so close
down to the edge, that volleys of musquetry could be poured on
them without seeing whence the firing came. We had at
this time on board as passengers, Lieutenant Odlum of the
African corps, and his Jady. Ee was the only person wounded
i the action, and that shghtly, the ball entering his shoes and
bruising -his foot. We had also one boy extremely ill of a
fever. :

December 29th. -This day the Arab joined us; and twenty-
four people now fell ill of a fever. I can only account for this,
by recoilecting what happened on our going nto the river; from
the time we began pulling our sweeps, to the tine we commenced
action, we were constantly,stirring up. the mud.

Qur black pilot in his own idea was certainly a very great man,
Fe received his money for piloting the ship over the bar; and
then immediately asked for his prize-money. He behaved ex-
traordinarily well during the action: be asked the captain for a
musquet, which when given him he used like a bush-fighter,
loading and firing with much rapidity from behind the
Joremast.

We returned over the Bar as we came, and anchored in three
and half fathoms water, Rio Pongos bearing N. by E. three or
four leagues; sent fifty-four prisoners on board the Arab. On
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the 30th we were busy in repairing our damages, especially cur
driver-boom, through which a twelve pound shot lad passed,
At five P, M. we made sail for Goree, h4vm" our prize in com-
pany.

January 3d.  We unfortunately took the powdcr out of our
prize: and were informed by one of our people, that when the
captain was killed an officer was seen putting his hands in his
pocket, and pulling out a handful of money.  "T'his led to farther
enquums ; and we found they bad sold a prize for 500 doubloous,
which, in searching, we feund among the people.

Monday, J(\mmry 6th, 1806. About six o’clock we cast off
our prize, and ordered her to proceed on her voyage. ‘Lhree
vessels now appeared N. E. of us: we went, down to overhaul
them, they standing towards us about half past eight. We found
they were Irench. We then, immediately wore, they tacked,
and commenced firing. Their force consisted of one 74, twa
frigates, and a brig.  The 74 came up, and gave us three broad-
sides, as well as the frigates, one of ‘which we found afterwards
had expended 130 shot. We cut away our anchors, but this
made the ship: worse. I was ordered below. At this momeut
we received a large shot from the commodore just on the quar~
ter, which wiis near sinking her, and athalf past cleven, having no
pt)ssibililv of wmpin« by resisting longer, we struck. The scene
we now witnessed it is not in the. power of my pen to describe,
The puiser threw open the slop-room, and every mun
helped himself to whut clothes he ehiages 1, L put on two
Khirts, two pair of trowsers, and my best clothes. The captain
declared they wonld strip us; and my boy put into a bag my
shirts and a case of instruments, which, by good fortune, were
those presented me by Sir Siduey Smith, and which I used at
the siege of Acre when employed on shore with him; he also
put up my cot, in which he wrapt a quadrant.  When they
boarded us, all was in confusion. Our chests, however, were
ordered on deck; and the officers declared they should be sa-
cred, and that no plunder should be allowed.  As to myself, [
was peremptorily ordered into the bout; but managed to take
my cot aud bag with me, though I was not permitied to get my
chest up from below. When I arrived on bowrd the commo-
dore’s ship. he ordered mie back again to take care of the sick and
wounded, in which time my chest was stove to pieces, and all
the instruments and clothes stolen, even my hed-curtains.  What
they could not take away, they tore to picces and threw over-
board: in a word, the plunder was general.  Mr. Odlum, whom
1 have before mcnuunc(l and bis wife, were also pillaged while

resent; the women they left with the wounded and sick. A
;'rem.h officer, a Licutenant de Vaisseau, now joined us, who
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paid some little attention to our wants: he was, mdeed a hut
mane man. During the cowse of this day no provision was
thoaght of; and foum) the woinen nothing was heard but sighs
and moans. The French captain desired us to sleep in: the
cabin, and a sentry was placed to see the men did not plunder us.
The sentries were, however, as bad as the rest; so we had no
chance of keeping what little we bad remaining. They avere not
content with what they could get from us, but broke open also
the women’s chests, and stole chemises and every other article
of their paraphernalia. At night [ chanced to sleep near our
captai’s wine-bin, and could notrefrain from so good an oppor=
tunity of procuring refreshment. © We broached and dravk two
Dbotcles 5 being very cureful. however, that the seutry
should pot see us. It was during this time that the sentries
opened the lady’s chests and stole her clothes. [ had a
boy m my list extremely ill;, named Corbet, whom dur
g the chace we had lud below. He was, after our being
bo(ndfd continually run over by the Frenchmen; for they having
sworn to stab any one who should oppose them, none dared to
put themselves in their way.  In consequence of this treatment,
the blood gushed out of his nose and eyes: the poor lad lingered
a few days and died. As soon as he had breathed his last,
they bundled him, hammock, bedding, and all, into the sea, like
a dng, without 1uneral service, orany other ceremony.

The next day I arranged my sick, and the wounded French-
men of the privateer. I was ordmed to place the French and
Spaniards aft, the English forward, but never could get any wine
for them, though the officers had taken possession of all Captain
Davies’s and our’s, of which there was a very laree stock. One
of our men, named Francisco, a Portuguese, immediately en-
tered the French service, and became the commissary’s steward,
and through his meaus our people had as much to eat and to
drink as they pleased; nor did they ever abuse the favour. Lhis
indulgence was far from the case with our poor fellows in the
other ships, who were allowed three half pints of water a day;
a very short quantity considering the intense heat of the climate ;
they had also a large spoonful of brandy in the morning, one at
noon, and a third at night, and numbers of thzse uuiorlumte mei
sold the small remains of theic clothes to procure provisions.
As to myself, I cannot complain of my treatment. The only
thing which distressed e was the sighs and moans of the lady,
wxho, though treated with the greatest respect by every officer on
board, never ceased, and her complaints at Jast became really
troublesome.  While ‘we were with them we continued runhing
to the southward, and they talked of going to Siema Leone;
butall the Ench.:h on hoard every ship gave such an account.of -
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» jt3 strengih, that they deternnined to relinquish their project. There
was no order, or any appuarent idea of rehigion among them.
When they heard of Lord Nelson's victory, the paper was. sent
to every ship: it stated that there was only four sail of French
ships which could be of any service to the English, the rest were
Spaniards ~ When the deluded Frenchmen heard this, they

ulled off their caps and huzza'd ¢ Five ! Emperens*,” till the
decks eclioed with thewr shouts,  They boasted highly of their
gontinental victories, but allowed the English to be their masters
on the ocean.

Nothing particular happencd till the 22d of January. When
we made Cape Mount, tiie commodore sent two ships round i
such a manwer that it was impossible any thing should escape,
"I'here were four vessels in the bay, three American and an unfor-
tunate Liverpool slive brig, which fired agun ; and on the French
commodore hauling down English and heisting his own colours,
she struck.  Her name was the Trio. The female slaves on
board ber they sold to the Americans, and the male ones they di-
vided umong their own ships. The fivst ientenant went on shore
for the ‘Fria's hoat, which was at first refused him by Kig Peter
Carerul, who thus reasoned with him: ** Suppose L no give it you,
haw you get it? youno haveit.” But when he found he was En-
glish, the prince sent arders to have it given up to him. Lt wus bid
among the bushes up a small arm of the river, over which the
muntingo trees made a complete cover; and as he could have
brought 4000 men with fire-arms into the bushes, could they have
found it, it would have beenimpossible to succeed m carrying it
away. I'he first mate of the Mo went with our officer, and
asked Jack, the puime minister, if he had nothing to yam. « Yes,”
said he; © look i that hox:” in which appeared, as they sup-
posed, a kid, of which they ate very hearty, and washed it down
with trade brandy,  Atter which Jack asked, “ What vou eat?’
They guessed ki, ke said, “ No; it he dog. Me see you
goming. Me no kid, no fowls, no nothing bat poor dog.  You
ask me to yam. Me kil dog and roast dog. You no like dog;
jou sick.  You yam more than me,” At this they could not
help laughing 5 and they declaved it was extremely good.  They
stopped all night, but could not sleep for the filth; and Lieu-
tenant Parsons, in the morning, came down to the beach. He
was very soon joined by the king, whe, during the mght, wasvery
nneasy, changed his dress four or five times, and appeared very
jealous. In the moming they returned. Before we took the

* After the punishment, the poor boys stand witly tlieir trowsers down,
mnd are obliged to evy ous, & Five ¥ Emperenr.™
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Trio, we were extremely fearful the commodore would put his €
threat o execution of landing our poor unfortunate men on the
African shore, and take the officers with. inm: had this been the
case, very few would.have lived to return to their native country.
How pleasing then must-have been the sound, « Get all your
things on deck to go on board the flag of truce;” for we found
they had conve erted the Trio into acartel.  E ivery thing was on
deck naninstant: and a smile and colour broke forth from the
pallid cheeks of my poor convalescents. We now thought all fur-
ther plunder at an end, butsoon found we were mistaken: every
man’s hammock was againsearched by the commissary andanother
French marauder, who had been prize-master of the schoener
from which Mr. Butterfield escaped. They took from each their
tobacco ponches, knives,” necdles, and every article they could
find, except barely the suit they had on, and lhen beds: the-two
former articles, “in particular, are really a serious loss to a sailor.
From my servant they took his bed and some spirits which he
had managed to save from his scanty allowance. They were
then proceeding to the quarter-deck; but the eaptain, tired of
their depredations, declared we should not again be plundered.
He said, he was ashamed of the commissary’s behaviour, saying,
he used us worse than we should have been by a privateer or pi-
rate. At last, towards the evemng, we _]ou‘ullv embarked, and
got on boaid the cartel : our sensatibns, on meeting together once
more, are not to be described. Soon after the Aptdil’l came on
board; and we got under weigh, as did the Ifrench squadron.
We couid not help looking “after the Favourite: and could not
persuade ourselves we were clear of the enemy till they were out
sight.  During the time I was prisoner in my own ship, 1
could not help observing the amazing difference between her
situation then and when manned by British sailors, in point of
discipline and alacrity, as well as seamavship.. They were very
glad, when it blew alittle fresher than ordinary, to get my boy to
staud at the helin; so ignorant were they, in genel.ll of naval
tactics. Eveny thing of which they did not compsehend the use
they threw ()VClhOdld without consulting their officer, to whom
they shewed no respect. They dined on \the quarter-deck, which
is sacred to the officers in our service; and they spoke to their
superiors as if they had been equals. Very few of them had any
beds till they came on board; and they swarmed with vermin,
which we of cowrse could not help sharing with them. The
gun-room was entirely deserted, as all the officers messed with
the captaininthe cabm. At the time we were taken, we had a
great quantity of live stock (a very pleasing surprise for mon-~
sieur), aud the greater part they divided among them. Such also
was lﬁuu voraciousuess, that I was obh%d to assist my nevg
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mess-mates to hide some, as well as wine, butter, cheese, &c.
or they would have left us entirely :vithout these necessary ar-
ticles. L had, however, no fault to find with the captain, ex-
cepting not allowing wine for the sick. As to myself, I had his
confidence ; and sat down to a good table with him, while my
shipmates in the other vessels were almost starving.  The only
trouble I had was to settle little disputes between them and the
lady: she thought she had a right to take her own things ; a little
bread and butter, forinstance, between her meals. They thought
the contrary : and simple as this was, it occasioned continnal
discord; the commissary running with complaints against her to
the captain; she,at the same time, being continually peevish and
cross, from the various losses they had sustained.

I must now continue my narrative from the ‘I'vio cartel. The
French commodore gave us' five days provision for 160 men to
go to Sierra Leone. Besides the Favourite’s crew, there were
the T'rio’s, and Robert's of Liverpool; Hero's of Glaszow ;
Flora's from London; and Belle’s from Greenock. From the
calms about the Banana and Turtle Islands, we were detained
eight days, and of course short of provision and water.

January 24th. Cape Mount bore E. 5. I, distant five leagues.
At five P. M. the commodore ordered all the British subjeets
into the Trio. We weighed and made sail, the wind W. 5. W.
to N. E. fine clear weather.

Januay 25th.  Some of the sailors belonging to the mer-
chantinen became mutinous ; supposing, as they were iu a cartel,
no one had any command over them ; the consequence was, that
all hands were called, the captain read the articles of war to
them, pointed out the ill consequences of want of order and re-
gulation, aud the necessity of subordmation ; otherwise the na-
vigation of this small vessel, with so many men, would be dan-
gerous, as the passage was long and tedious to England. He
then impressed on each of the backs of the mutineers three
sound dozen each, after which they were perfectly obedient to
order.

Javuary 27th.  Wind variable, lat. 70 30",  Light airs occa-
sionally, and lying at anchor during part of the time.  On mus=
tering the company, we found in all 160 of us, officers in-
cluded.

January 28th, Wind W.N.W. to N.N.W. land extending
from N. E.to E.N.E, lat. 7°46' N. We anchored off Saint
Anne’s. At six A. M. weighed, but were obliged to be towed
by our boats.

January €0th, 80th, 31st. Wind W.N.W. to N. N.E. lat.
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as yesterday. Extreme of land N. E. seven or eight miles.
Weighed and anchored, the Turtle Islands in sight.

Saturday, February 1st.  Feawing the wind would fail, I was
sent in the jolly-boat from the False Cape to Sierra Leone, with
a Jetter to the governor to inform him of the loss of the Fa-
vourite. A breeze springing up, she arrived there before me, but
could not get ashore until I had delivered the letter. We found
at anchor here, the Anderson, who fired an evening gun, which
made us mistake her for a man of war. The whole of the wha-
bitants were extremely sorry for us ; 1 gave the men something to
diink, and then delivered my letter; onwhich the governor po-
litely asked me to his table.  While I staid there, the brig came
to an anchor off Free-town : and then the captain came on shore,
and we all supped at Mrs. Small’s, by whom we were most
kindly treated, which was the more aceeptable, as for some time
we had been on short allowance.

Monday, Febroary 3d.  Light breezes and cloudy, wind still
variable.  \Went on board the Anderson, and sawa Chimpanzee;
his face is baldy as are his hands and feet; his armsare very
long, and when he walks on all fours, he appears like the well-
known beggar in London who has lost both his legs; his
body is covered with long bLlack hair, and beis continually cling-
ing round any one who notices him. At night, when any of the
female slavesleave a part of their clothesabout, he hunts for them
to make his bed. "T'his was the first time I'had been on board of a
slave ship; but I must declave, that the slaves all appeared
happy; she was in excellent order, which redounded to the
honour of the captain. There were also on board a young alli-
gator, two porcupines, and a crown-bird. Captain D— sent
for a small slave boy, named Johu Favourite, which was given
him by agentleman of Rio Ponjos; but the captain of the slave
ship declared he would keep him for himself.  When we were
taken, the second captain of the Regulus thought of keeping the
boy, and had his ears bored, puta necklace on him, and had a
bed made up for him in his cabin; but the commander insisted
on his returning him: not so with our wine. They took of pri-
vate property from’the captain, two pipesof Port, and several of
Madeira ; from myself a quarter-cask, and another from the first
and second leutenants, but had the generosily to restore the
captain stz bottles. §

Tuesday, February 4th. Early in the morning I set off with
Capt. Davie and the gentlemen-of Bance’s Island in their baree
to that place. As we were rather late for the tide, we stopped
at Tasso Island ; there I saw another alligator rather longer than -
the one before spoken of, and a large species of eagle. ULis
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island is covered with cotton, palms, and pine apples. A great
number of the slaves here had ulcerated legs as well as the craw-
craws. I saw a small thin girl, not more than twelve years of
age, who had a very fine young child ; there I also saw a beau-
tiful little animal of the deer kind. It is common here, though
Myr. Brown, the governor of Bance’s [sland, has prohibited their
being shot.  We refreshed ourselves with some bread, cheese,
and porter, and then crossed over to Bance’s Island’; which,
though very small, has a most delightful appearance at a little
distance ; 1t resembles a strong fort ; they have a good battery,
and the buildingg are large and commodions, with a gallery to
walk all round. The public dining room where they all meet, is
of a considerable size. "Tie present slave-yard is all adapted,
and the houses are mean and dirty, but there isa new one huild-
ing on anew plan.  The town is large in proportion to the island,
and every thing is conducted in the most orderly manner; they
have a furnace here for heating shot red hot, but there is one
practice which must be considered as very obnoxious; | mean
the burying of the dead on so small an island. T could discover
an offensive effluvium from the burying grounds. [t is to be
hoped, that the governor or the merchants, to whom this duty
belongs, will, for the future, order the bodies at Goree, to be
sent to the Continent or Tasso, and not endanger the lives of
such a number of persons, by so shocking a custom.

Every gentleman here has his black wife, and the uswal mode
of marrying is as follows: When a girl is marriageable, the
mother looks out for a husband, who, if approved of, must send
the following articles, viz. one fathow of cloth, a jar containing
three gallons of spirits, and four or six hauds of tobiceo ; they
then bring the girl, and she pulls off her ping or boddice, puts
on the cloth, and that momeiit commences a woman. Hence
they have a common maunner, when they mean to express them=
selves delicately respecting the loss of their virginity, of saying,
he was the man who put a cloth -onme. I'lie ping is a narrow
slip of cloth, three fingers in breadth, which only @ virgin wears ;
yet with this simple covering, they are far more modest than
the girls of Europe.

ear this island- is another, named Bob's Island. To this
place all the widows are vemoved, where they are tiken sreat
care of, and provided with every requisite of fife. [t tidy there-
fore be more properly termed Widow's Islind. In the rainy
season; there are always o large quantity of allizators amonk
these islands ;. and at a hoat-house, close to the fort, oin Bonce’s
Island, one came and took away a black boy in preseice of a
unumber of persons, who could render hint no assistance,  Ou'the
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first fall of his upper-jaw. the blood gushed out at the bay's
nose, mouth, and eyes. The one I saw at Tasso, would make
a spring at a stick, and if he missed it, his jaws gave a loud
snap. The teeth are extremely sharp and pointed, and stand
atsome distance from each other. The captain held a stick to
him with a brass ferule, which he marked with his teeth, and
shook violently. :

The large breasts of the black women, are, generally speakin,
owing to their hard labour, as they always beat therice; and do
allKinds of drudgery ; the men only hunting or making instru=
ments of war. Duing the time [ was here, the slaves worked
extremely hard, beating rice for our passage, &c. One hand-
some girl, whose breasts, before she began, were round and
prominent, in two or three days, by the continual jarring, began
visibly to fall. She was conscious of this herself, and would
frequently look at them, lift them up and sigh. From this cir-
cumstance, 1. have seen young women, whose breasts were en-
tirely dabby, appearing only like a large pendulous piece of skin,
It is therefore owing to their little nourishment and the hard la-
bour which they endure, that we may ascribe the difference be-
tween the African and European women in this particular.

I have mentioned already, that the laws of adultery among
them are very severe. A man was caught in bed with one of the
king’s wives, and Mr. B. was, in consequence, obliged to send
bim in the Anderson to be sold. As to the woman, she being
the daughter of a king, was only punished by being sent home to
her friends. ‘

Every night the native men begin their dances, which are very
laborious; they take hold of hands and dance aboutto the sound
of their drum ; while-each pair, alternately, throw their right and
left leg over the other, and when this is done, they then throw
over the left and right. Another dance is something like that in
Goree ;—they have also un obscene dance, from the description
of which, no satisfaction could be derived. These people, all
of whose dress consists of a small piece of cloth round the waist,
are very saving, and often returnto their own country with great
viches, but their king generally compels them to miake over ta
him the best part, and if they hide it, and will not confess where,
they are roasted over a slow fire. They carry their dead on a bier,
with a fine piece of cloth or chintz over it. When they come to
the ground they make a halt, place it in the carth head down-
ward ina perpendicular direction, and then fill up the ground
with stopes, over which they place half of the canoe belonging to
the deceased. During my stay at this island, I was sent for on
board a brig by an American gentleman who was sick. Trom
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his own chest I gave him nothing more than a simple cathartic,
and retired.  When [ returned to Sierra Leone, | wasnota little
surprized at recetving the following letter :

DBance Island, February 8, 1806.
““MY DEAR SIR,

“ Your departure being sudden and unexpected, T
Tiad no opportunity to take my leave. Permit me to request
your aceeptunce of ten dollars : not as a fee worthy of your no-
tice, but asan carnest of my respect for your superior abilities.
Please to favonr me with’ your address, and permit me to assure
you, thatit will ever give me a sensible pleasure to serve vou to
the utmost of my poor abilities.  Wishing you an agreeatle pas-
sage and a safe arrival to your native soil, I beg leave to sub-
scribe myself, my dear Sir,

Most affectionately yours,
MARTIN BENSON.”

1 should not do justice to thv merits of the governor, were I to
ass over i silence his politeness and generosity towards us.
le sent the following letter, mviting us to bis table during our

stay, which I will intrude on the rveader ; and, at the same time,
sent us presents of wine, spirits, &c.

« Iort Thornton, Feb. 1, 1806.

v « Acting Governor Ludlow presents compliments to the
gun-room officers of his Majesty’s late sloop Favourite, and hopes
that under their present unfortunate circumstances, they wlﬂ
consider his table as their own daily, while obliged to remain
theve. Lt will be his greatest plc.\auu' to lessen the difficulties
of their situation in every other respect as far as the state of the
colony will admit.”

Free-town is laid out very regular; whatever wind may blow
the inhabitants are sure to have no obstruction from it: the
houses and huts are built of wood or mud, and well thatched with
straw, projecting some distance from the wall, and raised above
it to admit free air in the rainy season. This thatch is always
renewed once a year, and this process, at the same time, des-
troys the white rat which hayrbours m it. Each house has a
small g gurden at its back ; containing orange plantations, paw paw,
apples, pepper, ginger, Ke. &c. but their larger plantations are at
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some distance from the town. Thespleasantest and most com-
mon nut here, and which is found in great quantities, is the
ground nut,a pound of whichis worth about twopence : they boil
and dry them before they expose them for sale.  There is a good
hospital here ; and while | remained it had only one surgeon,
who, though he pays the greatest attention, is not able to do jus-
tice to the great number of inhabitants. As to the schools, I
fear they will be of little utility, wiiless good masters with hbual
salarles are sent out.

Most of the inhabitants are methodists; =md on a Sunday not
only the black men preach, but the wonien also.  For the small=
ness of the place, there are more public houses by far, than m
any town I ever saw in England. It has a mayor, alderman,
sheriff, and common council, and is goverued by the same laws
as England.  Over the stocks is the pillory, which is different
from ours, in being placed horizontally. Their greatest enemies
are the Timmanees; with whom they have had several wars.
Their own people, the American blacks, rebelled some years
ago: but were reduced by the accidental landing of the Maroous
just in the critical moment. © The latter are a brave set of meu,
who well deserve every encouragement of the settlers. T'wo of
the ringleaders in this rebelliow were tried, condemned, and exe-
cuted. So suddenly was the attack of the Timmanees, who at
this time were to have been joined by the above mentloncd
rebels, that they had nearly carried the settlement, having
actually got among the houses. Mr. Ludlow the acting go-
vernor, to whom we' were much obliged both before .md 'm(*r
our capture, related the following anecdote. One of king Tom'’s
wives bad a grisgris, made by one of their magicians: she was
to hold two bottles of water in her hands; and was to dance in
the frout, aud to sprinkle the water about: this charm was to
damp our powder. She tried this experiment, uniil a shot
broke her arm : when she let fall the bottles, and ran screaming
away. After the action, on asking some of the prisoners what
they thought of our manner of attack, they answered, “ Ycu
don’ t h"ht like men, fire and have done, but you poke ‘em, poke
em, alluduw to the charge with the b.nonet As to the Ame-
rican settlers, they have not nor ever will forget the shock théy
felt on the landing of the Maroons ; their savage warlike appear-
ance struck them with dismay : even the onls cah still scarcely
speak to each other with common ci\'ility. In the Maroon girl
you evidently see the consciousness of fieedom, while the un-
fortunate American, in her mind, feels yet the lash of an unfeeling
master.  ‘The character of the latter is liberal and profuse,
while the Margon is saving even to parsimony : these may be
called the permanent settlers of Sierra Leone.



Spilshurys Vayage




Spilsbury’s Teyage.
Insects which give the Furple Dye, to Tool, &e .

S S

(¢ ) )
//’/////////('l' ////’IL/,



SINGULAR CUSTOMS. 39

An unfortunate Maroon woman lost her hushand by the bursting
of a shell ; for some time a small pension was allowed, but of
late it hias been stopped : for what reason I could not learn. "The
governor ought to be particular in seeing the widows and children
of those who fall in defence of the colony provided for, and not
left to want and misery ; subject to every insult without power of
retribution. = What a heart-felt satisfaction must it be to see at
the widow’s feast, the poor as well as the rich !

The following annual custom prevails here. The rich wi-
dows once a year meet and give a great dinner, in the field, with
porter and wine, to the governors; each one cooking and pro-
viding a certain number of dishes. The feast ends with their
usual favorite diversions of country dances, in which some of
them excel ; and the unfortunate Yarico I before mentioned is
an instance.

All the natives I have yet seen have peculiar marks on their
bodies, both men and women ; the latter in general have very
large ones on their shoulders, and sometimes on the abdomen,
in the form of stars and other figures: these appear to be made
with a sharp insttument, and the wounds kept open until an
excrescence arises, which they suffer to skin over, thereby giving
a prominence to each incision. In some of them, one side of
the back is entirely covered with these marks; therefore the
pain they must endure for this addition of beauty, as they deem
1t, must be very great. As to their hair, they are far more
curious than any ladies in Europe, having it plaited in the
most carious and pleasing forms ; and to have this operation per-
formed, they will lay patiently down during several hours; nor
do they waut combs to grace it. Their teeth are beautifully
white; they constantly use a small bit of stick to clean them §
and so much are they in the habit of keeping them so, that a
Goree lady (all such ladies spring from the natives) in common
conversation, is continually rubbing them. The palm-tree is
here one of the greatest blessings, producing oil and wine : with
the former they rub themselves all over; and it likewise serves
them for sauce, as they eat it almost with every thing.—The
wine I have before mentioned, is not at all ungrateful, and its
deep yellow givesa rich appearance to the dish: ~ They have one
dish peculiar to them, as I belicve all nations have : this they
call palaver sauce it is composed of fowls, stewed rice, palm
ail, and Cayenune pepper, with which the whole is so highly
seasoned, that few Buropeans can swallow it. This dish the
ladies frequently make for their husbands against their return.

The word bush is very common among them ; indeed they
are so partial toit, they use it on all occasions.  If they want to
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business with sufficient attention, been deemed a traffic barbarous
and inhuman. To all appearance it certainly is so ; but it should
be considered they are slaves to those at the head of their own
country ; nay, multitudes of them born so. It is a fact, that by
them they are barbarously used,- and almost starved, and are in
general rejoiced when they get on board as slaves to Europeans.
The various reports of their barbarous treatment in our colonies,
by those who have been there, are, except in a few instances,
contradicted with undeniable evidence. Besides, if the Eualish
did not take them, which, it is to be regretted, they no longer
dare to do, there are plenty of vessels from various nations
who would monopolize the whole, and sell them at a much
higher rate.  Some kings, it is e, go to war for slaves; but
this, [ zm apt fo think, is, when they are saddled with debt.
Fhat there s kidnapping also, must be allowed. ©On the coast
it fiequently falls on the head of the kidnappers. A wan will lay
in wait antil he can seize a boy or girl who is prime, thut is, four
feet four inches high 5 this he hurries down to a factor or ship, and
sells.  With the produce of his villaiy, he goes into the country
and purchases move slaves; these he sells agam, and goes on
trading until he brings a string of them. By this time, the ne-
groes have perhaps found out who stole their child; they then
Tay i wait for him, seize him and all his newly acquired, slaves,
and retaliate by selling the whole.  Mr. Wilson declares he has
frequently bought the slaves and the kidnapper in this way.

All the riches of the negro kings consist in slaves, over whom
they have power of life aud death. Iu the way of bargaining or
common conversation, it is eustomany to say, it is worth so
many slaves, or such 4 one owes me so many slaves. T'hus, by
the slave trade, thousands ave taken from real and abject slavery,
foa climate congenial to thew, though a sigh may aise for the
loss of theiv country, and this most certainly happens. but as
frequently from a different cause.  Indeed they eannot have an
ided that you would use them so well, merely to change their
musters, but often think, they ave faltening to be eawen. To
convinee them of their mistuke, when a slave dies, they are all
called on deck to see him thrown averboard ; and when once as-
suved that we are not cannibals, their good humour returns, and
they are known sometimes to express a wish for the ship to sml.
I am certain the idew of the appheation of a whip, will, to maay,
cause a sighy but this is, at least, as frequently used in their
own country, while it is never applied i a well vegulated ship,
but i terrorem, as they are extremely apt to be sulky durng the
voyage, and will'not eat. i

‘Fhe consequences of the abolition of the slave-trade, will, I fear,
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‘be too soon apparent, unless the wisdom of parliament should in-

duce them torepeal thebill. By its continuance, a principal nurcery
for our navy will be destroyed. The Americans and others wall
supply our colonies at an exorbitant price; and even. then they
will not tuke our produce, with which we are already overstocked
almost to our rum.

On the 10th of February we got under weigh for England,
and the ship was immediately putupon short allowance of water.
Sunday, the 16th, we were obliged topunish three men for steal-
ng of water, it being' now a crime of the most atrocious nature ;
and if not immediately stopped, might, in the end, be productive
of the loss of the cartel. Nothing particular happened until the
20th, when such an immense shoal of porpoises swam round,
that the sea appeared covered with them as far as our large
glasses could reach ; andsoona fin-back whale made his appear-
ance, and swam some time under our bows. This was in
lat. 9. 56. long. 19. 2.  We were still on one quart of water a
day. .
March 2nd. Several flying fish flew on board. We let the
people bathe, always lowering a boat down, and keeping a good
look out.

March 6th. We fell in with H. M. S. Woolwich, bound to
the East-Indies, who made us a present of some English. corn
beef and potatoes, a present to us highly acceptable, as also a
supply of water. We sent six men in her, among which was our
old steward ; the captain of the Woolwich was at this time lying
dead.

March 29th. Saw land about Cape Clear, N. E. by N. seven
or eight miles ; took on board a pilot, and came to anclhor in
Crook Haven. We had no sooneranchored, than'the vessel was
surrounded with boats, bartering for old clothes or rice. This
sudden change from short allowanee of salt provisions to fresh, T
was fearful, would have produced some serious consequences,
but [ was happily disappointed. I thought the men would never
have been satisfied. Milk, eggs, broiled fowls, &e. were all
day long, in a state of requisition between decks ; and though
there was not room for the men to lay side by side, yetnow they
made room for fresh messmates, and the ship was crouded with
young pigs, turkies, geese, ducks, &c. as well as lambs; the
whole presenting such a scene, as it is impossible to describe;
the cooks were at work all day long, and all these luxuries were
independent of their fresh beef. Here one of our ladies, who
had been with us all this war, was brought to bed of a fine gul:
we pitied her situation; and, to add to the scene, one of our men
haviug said on shore, that the lady wanted a nurse, a poor unfor-
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tunate.girl, about seventeen, came off to attend her : but this the
cajMain and officers knew nothing of, until the ship was at sea for
England. Here the mate and surgeow of the Trio deserted,
when under weigh, it being rather calm. The captain had
sent the boat a-head to tow, with two men and a boy, but instead
of which, they pulled ashore and ran away. We had no fire
arms nor any other boat, and were unable to prevent their
escape.
On the 8th of April we came to anchor ‘at Falmouth, with
feelings which it would not be easy to describe, after the suffer-
“ 1ngs which, in so short a time, we had experienced. I believe
" ve most dissolute man on board the cartel returned heartfelt
thenks to Providence, for being once more restored in safety to
his native land.

END OF SPILSBURY'S YOYAGE TO AFRICA.
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