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ADVERTISEMENT. 

ON presenting the following brief remarks 
for the perusal of the public, the author feels 
convinced that they can have no other claim to 
1I0tice', than such as they may deserve on 
account of their' eraeity. When he took the 

variolls sketches from wbich the accompanying 
engr""ings have been produced, it was with an 
intentioll to giyc Picturesque Views of the 
Ali'jean Coast; but his intentions having been. 

rendered ahortive by the capture of the ship 
to wInch he belonged, he can now only offer 
tile few triHing obsenations which he was 
enabled to make, <luring the shOlt time he 
remaincd • ashore, Thesc, however, will be 
fOllnd, pcrhaps, to possess no small interest, 
as they will atrord a correct idea of the present 
stale of Sierra Leone, and the 'Ilayc-Trade, as 
well as or the cusloms ancl manners of the va­
riolls native tribes, 

• 
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IV 

The drawings and portraits were made on 
the spot; and the author, although he may so­
"licit indulgence, under the circumstances which 
he has already stated, for the breyity of hi s 
,descriptions, has nevertheless little to regret 
on that account, when it is considered that 
almost every thing which can be said relative 
to the Western Coast of Africa, has already 
been detailed by other and more competent 
iraYellers. 

The author and his companions were cap­
tured early in 1806, and were soon afterwards 
sent to England in the Trio cartel) a Liverpool 
Slave-brig. 

• 



VOYAGE 

'10 THIt 

WESTERN COAST Oli' A}<'RICA. 

ON Sunday September the £Qcl, lS0.S, his majesty's 31001" 
Favourite got under weigh from St. He!ells, about eleven 
o'clock, A. M. undcr the orders of Capt. K. Ma:;well, of his 
majesty's ship Arab, with five vessels in company; and on the 
'24th about sel'pn P. M, we took our departure from the Lizard, 
bcaring N. ~ W. di,t:lllt about five leagues. It was at first 
undcrotnod that we "'ere to proceed to the West Indies, hut 
alter vanons ord~ rs ann cquipments, "e at length rccfi\cn a 
fin,,1 nno for the African stalian. I was now slIppilcd in my 
depa rtincnt with a double allowance of bark, alld sud, othcr medi­
caments os arc requisite for a climate so fatal to ElIl'opeans aa 
that to "hich "e wcre destined. 

\\ tl had now a steady gale" ith light showrrR. The thermo­
meter stood in gellcral at 61 0

; uut on the !27th it dropt to 59° 1 
two degrees of cold being produced by the c\'apnrntion of water 
from "o"hinl! the cobin, And it must be ob,t] rcd, that the 
1ht'l'mOmctl']' dUTing the COtHSe of ti, is yoynge and returning in the 
cartel, hung ahta), c' in the .hade. \\"c were ntr~mcly sorry to 
iind one of our COllVOY pro .. e a bad sailer, as it wonld of course 
}mp,'de Olll' progress ill the voyage; her nallle was the i\lary of 
London, The commodore and our \CSlIei alternately took her 
in tow. 

Septemb('r tbe <28tb, we gaw c1ul{'c to a strange sail, "bich 
pro\'cd to be l\ ~;wcde bound to the r it'diten,mean: none but 
those who nrc aC'1unmtcd with the disposition of a ,ail"r, can con­
ceive the diSl'ppoilltmcnt at her not proving a rrill'. In hopes of 
bl,ttt'r ",ceess, we rc~ailled our stillion. 0" the ~!Jth It bkw so 
11llrd, thlll we wen' 'ohliged to re(luce OUl' smls almoot to bare 
poles, ami ~lthou"h deeply loaded, we wcre wry crank. The 
>e~ UUI; '"" Il'ry In h. )ct we spo~c two vc~;cb. In the nigLt 
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6 SPILSBORY'S YOYAGE TO AFRfCA. 

two guns brOke loose, but very fortunately we got oyer the 
dan~er "ithont damage. 

September the :>0th, the sea, continued hi!),h; anti in the e\"ell­
ing tlw :i'lIary came aloll!?,ide. and cdrritd" away the jib boom, 
but got clear" ithout fartltL '" loss. 

Oetohcr the J st, \Ie evidenth" fdt the lIlC!'ea'e of he;')t. Our 
men "ercregl1larlytrained,!ls i. c;lstomary, to the ""elcisl' ofgreae 
~uns and slIlall arms. It is perhaps the grtat attl'ntlon to this 
most lIseful regulation all board British ships of \yar, "hieh 
gives ns n decided superiority m"er our enemies. On the beat of 
a drum, the men immediately Ii.Y to thei l' '1l1artl'rs; and thLir being 
so COil tant 111 that point of duty, increases theIr agilIty, gives 
them conndt'IKl' in Ihen "WIl pOllers, and prevents much or that 
confu,ion, which ,,"h those less rlisciplined must nc{'essarily 
ensue-eYe II the Iitt'e po,"ler-boy \lould be a,1.amld of hl'lIlg 
reproac!lL'd Ly his ,,1111' mate', for not kno\rillg IllS tlut}. On 
these occasions a gent'\al silence prevails, all attl'ntildy listcuillg 
for tl,e \lo,d of command. 

'Ye nn", again were sent in chace of a strange ship; sh<' 
p'O\ed to be a Pnl<sidn. tl,e ll!asll'r of her "as ill, allll \I i"hed 
alh ice. but \re wcre ordereu to ma"e sail illlnlt'dia!>'I\', 

Nothing partIcular occllrred ulltil October the ~.u~ when. the 
,\yeather being \l('ariy call11, a nUllIberof /lyill;;.fish pa sed us, soma 
few of thom fa1l1l1~ "') bOa! d" The lIiachinc for [Iuri(yillg 011" 

waleI' \\ as by some means stoJ.>!' The coopcr "as t.hcrefore 
onlert·d to open it: the prillciple \\"as by couvc}ing the wate," 
through charcoal, by whIch lllcthou, the most putrid watel" 
becomes illllllCcii.tcl} >'reet; but it "as i'l>lIili('irnt to ",,>ply th" 
whole ship', compan),. 'i'e ,,'ere at thi< tillle lIearly''; IU lIliks 
frolll allY 1<111<1; :,' t two small bird, followed liS, Olle a red­
slart, Th" race of these poor animals \\ as nl·ady run, and 
thc first 1'"11" of "ind deprived them of thtlr last hopes. 

A Illlllll",r 01 &lllaJi shells were seen floaling iJy th~ ship; on 
gatherlll~ of "hidl, they staiued the hands, as lIell a< pap,'r or 
" "001, \lith a 1)I'""tilul and perlllanent purple, The fish proj,'clcd 
frolll the shdls abuut an inch and half. and" It'll I~kln out 
of th"IlI, th~1 e appeared at the enrl a sllIall blue v~in. which, 
\\ hen opened, produl'~d th, dyin~ liquid; and tIllS ,,~ supposed 
to ue Ihl' bluod of the IllScct. (See Ih, Plf/le.) '1 he citric acid 
challg~d lie fluid into a fine deep blue. They Can throw Ollt thi.5 
liquor at plea;nrc; alld when [lut into wat('" it is tinged with 
their colonrs. To me the insect "ppl'arcd bloatcd, "hich IUI­

dered it so cxtrcmrly buoyna!, baying pl'rhap~ undergone some 
peculiar e1lanoe: the sea \las lilerally cOlcrcd with thulI; and 
apparE'lItl\' Ih~v had not po\\er to contract themselves iuto thee,. 
shells. L10ht aIrs and heavy rains. 



DESCRIPTION 01' MA,DETR'\, '1 

011 the 5th, in lat. 370 54' N. long. 130 51' W, W6 

~poke a sd"'\)IlDr from L Iverpool , bOllnd to the Coast, alit of 
which we pressed the mate and one mall; these slllall vessels 
run befo.re the large ships, go up tbe nvcrs, ane! bargain for 
slaves, [het th e cargoes may be ready agalllst the ships arrive. 
A large piece 01 \\ -eck pas~ed LIS this day, which the commodore 
sent his boat out after. 

On the 7th, we picked up a pipe of excellent red "inc, bllt 
of wha t kind we cOllIe! not dLtl'l'lIlilll'; it must have be~lI \'cry 
/on" ill the water, as it was corered II ith hi ge barn"r1t·,'. As the 
('ask lI'aq tOil IIlg 011 hO'IflI, s<lme c,ml-ti,h followed it, til'\) of 
which-I' '-Iruck. At tlllS tllnc, wc saw a bl'll! alHllarge sl,ips 
bl'aril1~ dOWl1 on uS, ane! "hOll' cight o'doci< at night we cleared 
for anion; they provpd to he Portll!2;lIl'se, bOllnd to thc llavallnah; 
one a Brazilian. A number of albl(ores IVI re sportmg about, 
llnd threw themselves (0 a cOllsldel ablc hel;;!,t out of the \VatU'. 

011 the II th we saw lallll, at 10 A. M. lwarillg \\' .;\. ,f­
/listallt six ka~Ut- , lat at 110011 .'l'ol0 :':2' N. long 17" 37' \L 
~';\l1ch pruvcd to b ' the Deserters, 

l\L'lDEIRA. 

SatuHlav, October the 1'2th, we anchored in the road 
('If l"l alki,'a, oIl' hll ... hal; it IS all open roar/stead, alld the hmd 
hus a 1110'( 1'l1ll"lllllC appearance. The town is rinse to the 
bellch ; seellls entirely \\ lute, and has JnIIII('IlS(' !nollntaills be­
IlIl1d It, in ~clleral covered \lith clollds. The pms"r, Mr_ Gay, 
;lIlIllll)Sclfwt'nt out here, alld dined \\lth the consul, 1\11'. Pringle, 
\\ ho tn'at,' t! lIS \\ It II true English hospitalitJ. The IIIhab,talll.i 
deal dlll·n)' iu wine; bllt Srow very little COl n, with which they are 
BlIpplied from America. . \ bout two years sillet', a large water­
~pOllt broke on th., top 1,1' the mOllntam over the town: this 
e\ellt IwrpclI, .. 1m the l1i::;ht, and, though it cOlltinued hut a few 
rnllllttcs, dp.str(")L'd JOOO inhabItants, wn~hillg aW;'lY hOll~ Cii , 
dlllrchc., and wholc strcds. TI,ey are now repairing, aud la~ il'g 
down SC\\ l'rs, so that, should nny thing of the lind again happen, 
the water lUay be canied oIl' \\'ithollt dal1la~e. The to\\ 11 
IS large, but the slr~et. narrow; the 101l'<,r lloors arc all warc­
housl", nnd an' t(lf from being in a clean cOlldition. \\" e gilt 
l',cI·IlL-nl Inllt here at vcry reasonable price,. ~Iost of the sh"ps 
an' (ilktl wllh artides of Enp;li.h gn)\\th ano manllfacture. The 
h,llel' ""Il o( p\'l)plc dress lil..e the Ellgll>h, but the costume of 
Ih .. countl} Iwopk IS rather p;rotesqlll, ,spt'clally of the women • 
.. \ hllll' <'''Illcal dOlh cal'. "ith a sm,I11 bit of reJ rng on pacli side; 
",mit-r II"" '1 white linen handl..erclllcf \\ hich llo\\ S OYC] tuelr shou:-
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ders; a st rnigh t cloth cloak, blue or brown, edged ,,·ith red; a 
.dose-bodied jacket, and &triped petticoa t: they go hare-legged. 
The men likewise wear a cap, and their CO:! l thrown O\'cr their 
~houlders; their "aistcm~ts and dram,rs fit close; the latter 
,caching hcl'l\\" the huee. 

The countrymen in general <:arry II. 10llg pole on thr.ir shoulders, 
oyer" hich is oftenti mes thro\\ 11 thei r coat. The womcn, ac­
"o'rding to the :Moo.rish custom, squa t ou their hams. Ou 
Sunday, thr.y bring ' ·aI·ious productions from the country for sHle; 
especially a coarsish bro" n bread.. They m'e very hospitable 
an,1 iuoffu;si,c . A drullgblsman whom \\'e met with here, 
informed us, he had tl1lvelled ovcr the island, and was alwa\"s 
well treated: he described ti,e "iews as the most grand m;ct 
romantic imaginable. Thcir priuc.ipal article of cultivatlOll, 
th:.>ir wines, they bring to the cspital, for saic to the 
merchants; t1wy are the COmQl01,1 l'Iadcira, :\falulsey, and 
a species of Burgundy, 

The rathedral is well worth scein~; it is vcry richly decorate,l 
with gold anr! silver ornaments. In the hody of this edi fi ce, 
\\·hile I was viewing it, the corpse of a f"llIale child was brought 
\"ithout a coffin, dressed with flowers, and its hands clasped 
together: a bole w~s dug into which they bin it in, the earlh \\'as 
II1<'n thrown o,'er it, and trampl~(1 do\\ n bdorc lis mother, ,\"ho 
appeared ver)' little concerned. \Ye after"ard.; I Cal nt, that 
parents rejoicc at their children dying so young; II", hu, ing I1Q 

sin, they are SUI e to 1.;0 to heaven. There lias, bowe\er, a pleasing 
melancholy a!.Jout tire mother; or I Illay call it resignation: her 
attentioll to kCI 'p the flo\\;ers in their piaCI'S, tire frequent 111m iug 
of the bnncil,erehief from its face, all proved, that nature ,tlli !reId 
her ;way, though curbed by superst,rion. After tbe ceremony 
"as over, she carefully folded up the handkerehid\\hich covered 
it, and pbced it in her bosom. She receJved our small gift of 
money, thanked ll~ WIth the more eloquent l auguag~ of her eyes, 
and all the company separated . 

'We could 1I0t avoId relna. in il; the difference betwN'1I this 
£cally solelll11, though artless ora l, and the more pompous 
ones, "hich we frequently observe at home; i t lVas inde"d grat,..,. 
ful to the feelings, and there was 110 one present but palti~ipated. 
Tl.e I1lvther herself carried the child, and laid it ill it. last !.Jed . 

1 ne,er suw such a number of ordinary \romen to!,!"cthu' ; 
scarcely any oflhem w(r~ even tolerable. Th~ \I Olnell of hUlch,,1 
arc bn;",u;a'ld 'ome of them almost br.yond that cast. !1!uIlY of 
the cOllntr.l"-~irls, h')\\"cver, 11:1I"e pretty foutures. 

A lualh,ome dIsease is diffused i)VPI' thi. charmingly fertile 
island, and " 'ems to hovcr ovt'r it, as a CUJ'Re . LOJlE-fs are so COIll­

mon in th z stre!"t', as to be compl"tely diRgus'"lg; tbe dis{a~1l 
!hews it"clf in ulcers, or white blutches) ill various parts of the 
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body, it m akes dreadful havoc on the cheeks, Eps, &c. of 
the poor females, and yet they do not consider it infectious. 

T he soldiers here are vel')' mean, ano are great thieves: some 
of thelD stole ou r pur~er's dirk while he was walking in the streets. 

'fhe \l'll'es of the merchants are ('arried about in palun l).ll1lS 
ma rie ex tremely nea t. T heir best horses cOlne f'om America: for 
removillg thei r "me, &c . to the beach, the) use a curious kind 
of slrdg,e, drawll by two bullocks: a bo)' always ,valks before 
thei r head, while a man guides them with "pole; alld \\ hen 
there are IHl casks Oil the sledge, tbey in general stand on it 
and drive; the) are extremely expert at tIllS, and very seldom 
an) accid<,llt IllIppcns to them. 

We seldom heal' of any murders being committed here; and 
I alll, as 1 b,Jore mentioned, credibl) informed, that in the 
cOunlr} the people ar~ cxtremely hospitable, and WIll not accept 
ony retnrn fo r the lillie a~s"tallcc they may render a strallger. 
Poullry is very dear, a fowl costing si~ shillings. Fi hare callght 
ill ab undance I the sea-pikes arc not itoferior to the nyer ones. 

Our consort, the Arab, lost here some men, who swam away; 
t\\O fe ll from a rod fOlty ftet high, but, thollg,h much bruLed, 
n·coverrrl. We hall only tWI) nH'n punlsl" d for ("unkull1cs~. 
" e obtained here a ph-nUlul supply of Lcd, \\.ne, and water. 
'W hen \1 e came to }'unchal, we foulld the wine we had picked up 
at sea, to be thc best i\J ndcira Burgundy. This island produces 
beans, apples, and evcry kind of fruit belonging to hot climatc~, 

The lields are covcred with most beautifnl flow('r~, and "do­
r ift"rous Iwrbs; and the hOltey produced here, is supposed tn be 
tht, fi n, -t III the world. Thc num employ themselves In maling 
artific ial fn llt aud fl owers, some of wluch were bl ought on b"".tI 
to be sold. [ had heard much of theIr preserves, bllt s.,w 
none. The man \I e prcssed out of tbe lilll" Liverpool vessel ran 
",vay Ill'll'. This island hus been so olten and so \\elJ descnbed 
by '::11'11)(" authors, lhat it "ould be l1sciess for me to enter mto 
~lIy blflher particulars, as th,· shortness of our stay preventeJ 
me from nH.kll1g any ncur"lOns on It. [~hould have been 
happy, IHld 1ll) ti1l1e been longer, und enabled me to give ~ full 
d~,criptlt)n of the cmtollls and manners of the people; but let 
IIll author only relate what IlC sees on the spot, and " catch the 
IllUlll\l'" li\'illg us tllt'y rise," instead of ct)lI1pllilln' fro1ll others 
ll11d Ill' "iii gam jullicient credit fr0111 his l'laoers.

o 
, 

Octobl'r 19th. ' Yc took our departure from ,Mad~ir8, le~v­
in:; our romnlOOUI't.' be1l1ud. nnd hu'\'mg H1 company our convoy. 
0" tlw'.!I,t \Ie madc TCIll'rille, ~. W . .\. S. distant about:35 
ka~uc,; at twd'e o·cloc\., the Peal bOIl' ::-. W. { S. distant 
~j leugl.lcS: Its uncient name was rreHh,~, and it i$ lU the centre 
01 the 'is hllld. At Sl1l1-set, Palma bore \'. i~' (ustant 15 league<!; 

HILSUUR\'] )I 
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artd 'feneriffe S. "'. by S. The QQd, we gave chace (6 a vessel, 
which proved to be the Tigress East Indiaman, who bad lost 
11er consort. III the afternoon, a privateer came amongst om' 
COllVO)" to which lYe !<tll'e cbace, and fired sel'eral broad.;ides lit 
her: she got under the land, but we did not give ol'er the 
chac'e until dark; when lye ~ellt our sec<,l11d licu(~,Hlnt on board 
the Anderson schooner with twenty men, but the\' could hot 
come up with her. It unfortunately happened, that tl;c schooner 
was without shot to fit her guus; she therefore loaded them up 
to the muzzles with broken glass, &c.; they chaced her until 
dark, w'hen she escaped. All Ol\r men were nOI~ busily 
employed ill preparing for crossing the line, by making masks, 
and other accoutrements, for the bmles'luc ceremony which 
takes place on that 'occasion. 

\¥ e were at this time in lat, 38° 27' N, and close ullder the 
land, the Peak of Teneritfe beal'ing W. ~ N. Doclor Heberden 
calculates it to be 15,000 feet above the surface of the SC(\; its 
different names are Tcneriftc, Tcncrife, or Teyde; its appear-' 
once is very remarkable. 

October Gild, During the firing of yesterday, large sharks 
came rO'llld the I'Csscls, which, they say, is often the Case in 
these latitudes. This afternoon parted company from llS, the 
Andrew, fhlU"110nd, bOLll1d for the Bermuda.. "-e found Ol1l' 
situation very troubleso11le mnong these islands, being so fre­
quently becalmed: most ac{:oun!s of these parts, mention the 
Same occurrence to be common. 

25th. We had this day a mall taken ill at the wheel, with the 
uSllal symptoms of fel·er. 

On the 26th, we were ,'ery near running on shorc in the 
morning; it was very thick alid misty, and the IUlld w"s mistaken 
for a fog,bank, until the breakers \l'ere heard vcry plain; we 
guppo~ed ourselves to be ncar Cape Bojador, At noon we 
were in lat. '25° 47' N. leng. 16° 9' 'vV, 

N' oveniber 1st. This day we crossed the line ;~' ami to see 
the ceremony, ensign Fod),," and lady, with the gentlemen of 
the Anderson, came on board. It was as follow" :--When 
every thing was prepared, a 'hoarse voice \l'a" beard under tllC 
boil'S hailing the ship-" From whence come you ?"-,, Whithel' 
are you bound, &'c.i"-The ship', uame, and tbe commartder's, 
were mentioned in answer, as also its de~tination. Keptuuc then 
made bis appearance with lri. wife and twei "On8 dripping wet, 
as if he had just arisen 'out of the sea; his dress cOllsisted solely 

i~ By the linc"the author must in thi.;; instance mean the tropic of Cancep'. 
:EDl'fOR, 
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..,f a pair of fantastical trowsers, with a conical cap on his head r 
his IJody Iras painted with various marine devices, and a Iar~e 
~wJb (wbich IS composed of strands of ropes untwisted, and is 
u.cr! by the seamen for the same purpose as a mop; answering 
also fo r a cloth to wipe up wet, ~~c.) hallging behind; in hi. 
ha"el a tl ident, on the barbed points of "hieh \I as stuck 
a pler·e of .alt fish, as the produce ",I" IllS dominions. Amphi­
tflte, or, as they call hu', Mrs. Neptune, was persollateel by the 
buato",,;,,'. lJIate, an ayeh felJow, decked III the clothes 
01 SOIIIl' IIf the women OIl boar?: in bis hand he beld a harpoon. 
The SOilS wrre dressed sim;lar to olel 1'\ eptllne. The ship's crew 
h.d IJdrllck,wl got the carriage of our bow-chase-gnn ready. 
WIll, t" I) tuus t r them to sit on. And now if the reader pleases, 
,~. WIll full,,1V them ill procession round all the d,'cks : hrst, those 
"IHI II"d 1,,·lole lT0sp.>d the Tropics, b'ad N~c11 a boarding pike 
ill IllS l':lI,d, to enforce order and attention, and at the same time 
t " k,ep Ihose below "ho bad not undergone tbis watery 
OI,le·tI Every tbil1~ being now in readiness, the constables 
\I,'r, s<'nt tI"t to clear the way: then marched tbe fifer and 
prunlllH'r, pL.lying " See the conqnerillg hero comes;" next two 
b aril. I', "Ith tremClldolls razors made of old hoops, onc smooth 
for !Ill>'" \\ bo bebave wdl, and the otber .ike a saw for all who 
re bel: ~lwll <.:alllc the secretary with hi:; hook, anel a .... list of 
the IJ:IIl"'S of those who bad not crossed the line; by his side 
was placr'd "Ilothcr harber, with a bucket of tal', and something 
with II "hieb ;t wo"ld not be altop:ether delicate to mention. 
After till'''' came the Tritons, six urawing the car; in tbe front 
t~,C two SVIIS, .1\ cptllllC and his wife, "ith the servant behind. In 
this order, 11ll'j' proceeded tbrice rOl\l1d Ihe dcck, amidst repeated 
shollls and bursts of blighter. At .length the car stopped against 
till' 1"'IllP'; \l"h'r~ Ihere was a large tnb placed full of water; 
and lin", Ihe ciLTk 1irst called on the cOlbnrbles to bring the 
purser's Sll'\\ard, OIlC to whom the sailor::; in grnt:ral hu\'e a 
peculIar uillil'ality, as tiH'Y snpp'''c he frequcntlv abrrdges a 
pl.)fllol1 of thl'ir pnH'ISI01JS, to t'llIich his In:lster. \ Ith a great 
deal of 1I\\rlh Ire ",IS brvught out of the hold, be!\\ een two '{.on­
st.lblts, hlllld-fllldt'd, and placed on a board ovcr the tub. Tho 
~arb.'r, wi",,,· ollie" It "as to apply the luther, i. e. tar alld --, 
last put som .. ' f]w sl.wns to hUll, surh as ~.; ,\ hnltnade tum come 
t" s " ., t'<.e.: lollt Ire bt'lIIg fore)lanll'd, kept Iris mouth shut close, 
whi, Ir "as I"'t the "''';: Wilh others "ho Itl consequence received a 
qllillltll'" ",III/lCIt of this ddiri('I\S clImpotlud. Findillg him 
:ll\al"e of tlrl'lr lUano.'uvre, the tar brush was libNally applied 
III all dlrITI;,,"s; tire barber \Htil his fine razor thell gave him 
~ scrnp", \duch occa"iomng hi'n to struggle, the pLnk 'ra~ 

11 ~ 
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removed from under him, and he fell into the tub: and QOW it 
was that the wa ter poured on him in all ciirectlons. 

'" e had two women on board, one a little black female; by 
these Neptune had been oftentimes affronted ~t tbe gall ey fire 
("here the meat for the officers and people is cooked). rI c 
called ou t lustily for them to be shaved, and little Dinge) II as 
introduced amidst buckets of water; but instead Of patien lly sub­
mitting to this kind of treatment, she used her hands so well, 
they were glad to relinqlllsh farlher proceedings, and let he'r go. 
A quarter-master swore he had crossed th~ line, and he had jllst 
before pri\'ately th rown ol"erboard the fir st set of razors; he \ras 
at this titne at the II heel, and hoped to escape, but the captain 
ordel cd him to be relie,'ed, and down he " as taken by (he con­
stables to st.~11d his trial.-He ,vas a,ked, \\ h"re he had been l­
In \I hat harbour 1-\Yhat marks he saw on the starboard and 
larboard lapd, 8"c. I TIe confused himself bv his ans\\ ers, 
and \\as taken to the tllb by force, and shaved, l;ut not \\ nh the 
smooth razor, to the no small diversion of the whole crew; aftcr 
being well ducked1 he "as suffered to escape. 'Thus closed 
this day of mirth, ,\ hich would have been repeated, had we 
crossed ei ther of the other lines. 

Nonlmber the 2d. We got soundings in 140 fathoms. Lat. 21' 
P' "-. L ong. 19° 14' "'. 

No\'. 2nd. Cape Blanco bore E. by S. ~ S. distant lSI miles. 
Nov. Sd .. Mustered the ship's company at quarters, and read 

the articles of \\ ar to them; as is customary at I eas t once l\ 
month. A great nUlllber of f1yi llg fish were seen /lyipg rOllnd liS. 

Nov. 4th. Read the articles ot liar to the Slllp'S COlllpany, 
and the captain cauttuncd them on the prcsen·atiOtl o f their 
health. 'Ve at length made Cape Verd, passed the large 
l3ird's Island, and drop\ anchor before the tOlln of Gurce. 

GOREE. 

Before al1~horillg we sent the cutter ",ith Ollr ~ub-lj u­
teJ1ant 011 shore, with a flag of truce, for fcar the French nllght 
have posscssjon of the island. Saw our convoy lying III the 
Toacls The boat retljrned with complllnents from the governor, 
and tllat be would be glad to see the captain on shore. vorce 
is .. !tr.ost a barren rock : the inhabitants get nearly all the pl'ovi­
~tOl1S frc,m the Main-hllld. The governor's lIarne is Lloyd. lIe 
has establIshed some good regulations among them. By cuttmg 
their dollars into fonr parts, he k~eps the specIe on the i,laud, 
which before \\as al1\'a}s drained ftuID it. l.or will he allow 
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bodies to be buried there for fear of illfection, but h~s them 
scn t over to the r.lain, where they are gen<:rally dug up, and 
dev(Jured by the tigers alJd other wild Lca,ts. The lady of the 
captain of the African rC'gimeot told a pathetic tale of the loss 
of two of her children, \I hose corpses they were obliged to smug~ 
gle into the fort. The riches of the inhallitants consist of slaves, 
each house having a slave yard, with huts for them; among the 
female slaves are many elegant figlll"es, and some of the mulatto 
women arc real beauties. l\Iost Europeans form temporary 
attachments when they corne to tIllS i,lalld; allel so vcry chaste 
arc the wOlllen that none have "ver uctlJ knO\HI to attempt othel' 
connexiom, while they think (hir husuand survives, even though 
he may have left the islalld. The slaves of both sexes are naked, 
(·xcept the piece of cloth \I hich passes rou .. d the loins. The 
females tlo all the drudgl'I'Y, such a' beatll12; corn, ~<.c. "ith their 
children at theIr backs: tbis operation is perfonncrl in a wooden 
mortar, with" large pestle; and to shew th"ir at:ility, the wo­
men clap tlwir hand, \\ hile It Illes upwards . There are conti~ 
llual Importaltons of slaves frolTl the ,\1 ain-land. 

About JUO of the African rille-corps are 5tationcd here, the 
remains of a bod)" the rest of ",tlieh h,ne fall en a prey to the 
l'Iimatc; mnollg thenl arc some fillt:-loo1.ill~ nl('n. An anecdote 
'''IS told me of a persoll of rank on the "land, "hieh is d" ,erv­
in:; of notice, a6 It ,hew, how far humun nature may be de­
graded, VI hen wo arc depri\ ed of om linn fee.ling;s. The govar-
110r had a good horse, \",ieh tIllS \(l'ntlcman rCI11 :11l ing, said with 
great snllg-ji'oid, ,- It \\"S worth four sh"'es," and oficreJ to 
purchase It at that pnce. 

it \l as now a lllost healthy season, the commencement of thlir 
wllller. "e frcqnLutl) SOlt the boat to the M,un-Iand, "I ich 
:rl\\ays retnrncrl \\ Ith plenty of exedlent tish of ,,,rions klllCls. 
Our people \I ere obligc'd to usc the utmost caution for fear 
of lhe shall., \\ hich nre of II br~. sill', nnd s\' .1rm rOlln(/ the 
island; I hll,e scell the III from u:;ltt to ten feet long. .1\ .ll iW5 

01 til<' ~la1U cl1mc over 10 (30rec, \I It I. all kinds nl proVlsioll', 
III II small ClIIIOC, sharp at "ach end lind Hnt botto1lll"rt, but raised 
in the fore part. SOl11l' have on\' sari, olhers b\o, ,,11Ich are 
cut m "hat thc s,,,lors call ,llOnhkr of lIlutton fasl,ion: the 
rail'''' 1 a solid bndy of a trel' boll')\1 ,·d out. ,,,"I 'lin pie as it is, 
tIle} sad "'n' f",t, and the 0\111< r. stnr thlm in a \I onderfu! 
mal1ll\'r with ·tl,,·u· paddles j uul by no tempt.tl\HI would they 
bl' attra('(IJ 1ll'.lr u.s 

rite mholHtants of C,wer arc not jet blac~, hut a l1Ii\tllT~. 
'}llcre al'l' ahout jOO H" ds conhnlla\ly tratill1g up the rrvcr 
C.3alllUl:.l for slave" which, from the best alithenticall'J aecounb, 
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are procured in the folio\\ ing manner: I f a prince "ant~ 1\ 
commodity of any kind, aud it requirrs more than he is \I orth 
to pay for it, he drstroys a villa\-e, seizes its poor iJllwoitants, 
and sells them: they weep }Jitterly at first, but are soon reconciled 
to their unfortunate situatIon. Their princIpal chief is the prince. 
of Marabotl; his suhjects are jet black. The sn~all 10WI1 wluch 
the kings of l\lar:lbou reside in, is surrounded with a mean 
wall: they have all idea that this wall is 'I charm, or, us they tern~ 
it, a g'1'iggel/1 or g'1'iligrili; and they think that should any,enemies 
presflme to come o\'er it, - the houses thelllsel\'l"s wuuld fall and 
destroy them. A lH~ighqol!ring prince offen"d to the governQr 
of Goree a hundred slaves, if he would permit Olll' AfriCa!, 
soldiers to storm it firs;; hQ\H>\'er, one of the CIiCIlIY cOlltri\ec\ 
to get o\'er, 2nd stubbed one of the king's sons. 

On tbis co"t, it frequently happens that a large tree ill a tOWI, 
llecomes a grisgl'is; and some princes \I ho arc under a Jittislt 
will not go on board a sbip, or on an i,lalld, from all ide~ 
that they ",ill sink illlmediately on setting tueir fe-at OIL It, while 
others suppose they will die if they see salt water. The.' are 
in general c('vered Wi>ll such charllls: among the J olofs, lIhn­
dingos, &c. who arc Mahometans, they cOllsist of pieces of Lla; 
Alcoran, ,.o\'er~d 'rith leather, or soniC other relic; nor do 
the\' suppose they ever call err, but attribute e\-ery tbing ~u the 
ill conduct of those who have offended them. 

There i, a !q,,' in Gorce, that if auy n)an murdGrs a slave, hr; 
shall buy another to make good the "wiler's loss. 

At the moment of my writing this, the 10lh of November, 
it is so vcry sickly Oil. the ri\er, ~hat a sla\c-ship Ims sent iu 
worn. the, have lost all halld~. 

13m]' • .LI~I]'(I is h\r~l'r th~1l Goree, anrl pronllces a quantity of 
COlton, wilrl; but 110 waler is to be {lnt there. There is 
one smalllJ;'Y, the ('utrance tu "Inch might be easier defendecl 

, than Gor"e, and tIle \\hole or it might he made a g"rden. Ollf) 
l'prson !'rum GO"ce built a house Oil it, IJeing discontented with 
hi, former sitlwtion; but he left it 1'01' want or "".[er. 

011 the II th, l\h. lilly and Illy.elf went on shore; a "Ilot was 
fired o\,er the town from a battery on the hill, \\ hich is an anllLla) 
<::",,0111, importlllg that the healthy season had cOllllnelJ<;ed. If 
t\1i. eLl,tom, hiuJ been \lcglectt:d, it would bave given rise to un­
pleasant cO,,!jectlll'cs, as the inhabitants, as may be sLlpposeq 
i"om what has been said, are very superstitions. I 11 the cvclling 
a Lall was given, at which there was certal'lly a uumerous awl 
b~autiflll assemblage. \Vc were al~o at a wedding; the bride, 
.. beautiful black girl, was illtroduced to US; she wn. veileel, and 
had a prorusion of gold. ornaments, abQut \ler;. consisting_ of.. 
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hracelets. T1n~s, necklaces, &c, "\"e were len t6 it bv the 
sOli lld of a drum, anI! the clapping of hands; the con;pany 
formed II riog; alld each womao by turns got lIltO the middle, 
allri danced; tilt'} made the most hideous contortions of their 
fcattlr('s ~1Ir1 limb., after which, they joined ill the circle, ' I he 
IleXt Jay th ey go in procession roulld th e str~ets; th e bride 
supporll'd by one of her fricnds, and the rest at illtervals dan­
cing round htr, singing, &c.; this con tinues for tiome days, and 
even the governor could not be e\ cuscd from attending, the 
custOlll is so established, If any ofliccr or settler, of rcsl)ccl:t­
bility , wants a "ife, he must court the girl a mOllth, and thell 
g ive what th,'y call a great dinner; invitillg all her relations, and 
kCl'pill!!; 01"'" house for some days; this, of course, is e\trcmely 
<"PCIISIIT, as it ('(Jsts sddolll less thau t\l'O hUlldred pound" , 1\t 
the weddlligs of the puorer classes, each aile of the ('omp""1 
gives a pi('("e of lllOll('Y; [nlet my ,,"a~llt:!n\'onlatl gOl1lg tu one 
with a dollar for that purpose, 

Thl' "'coml r,'move , or mixture of a mulatto \\ ith a \\ hil(, 
prodll (,"" ('hildr(,1l Il early of a \\ b,tl' ('ast, or as til!') al"C called 
hv Em"I"'''"s lIIislers: j do nut t!Ji,,\- the Iltllattocs ill ocncr,,1 
so ],illld","ll' '" lhl' blads, 

1\ o\,',nl)(,I" t '2th, The pI"ill(,c of I.Taral'()1l lhi, day paid I" 
a VISll, litH I tb~~ (';.\Hlaln prCSClItl d hint With all old CUl.J...ul hitt, 
of \\ hu'h ill' \\'a';l \\T, proud-hi" brother \tc'\andcl', a gC1H:raf, 
(lc(,lllllpmlll'd hUll, \I'e !ollnd he o,nd li,e "Iawl lifty ,ian'" 
.alld \\a~ 011 ~1H' point of COllllllCIICil1g a \\al' for the CXPI":S., pur­
po,,,' 01 IlIl""!."'" lh" debt. 

This 1" th" Olli,l 11,,(,(, at which I heard of g-oin'..: to \\ ar for s!a,'cs. 
anrl l aO) apt to think tlH:rc is some 1111. ~llkl 1 a ... 11(' \\~ ... a. 
lllt'l'rhUnl, nuti more likely ll) pUfcha"ic tklll other \ l~l'. Ill' 
hJ'll,,~ht a llnlrh-::I.",t ",th him to sell, ,,"d ~i". hilt a' ti,e );"Iy 
for" hum It ",\ inknlkd \\ JS un ~llOlT. Ill' "Oil!" Ihlt le:'l\\. It9 

bot took 1t lIltll the boat \\-itll hiln. 1 btl,;" ~1\"t'1i Illlll a Jr,)\\ III', 

(,It' hUll. t'. tlrt'" a~ he wa dlcsst.'d. lJll.;; hroth( r wa.., a ~lrun 
athll'tit' man, liud a tJIH' open C0l1ntf'1 lilt' , "lll~ h h 'pnl.l· t1r~ 
h<luitYof 11l alHlt'JS ~ 111 shurt, we 'H.'fl' ailiplul ut \k\,J,lIdt.:r. be 
wa. ,;llIlost co"",."d ",ith !,::ri",:(l'Is his I\Or, ",I hlue np. \\1th red 
lump .... had a most ludicrous al'P< :Il',llh. 

. 'nlt'rt, an' s(':\"\.'I',J O..;tI·irllC. ... kt:pt on 1111" l.ihilld , the :;n\"crn H 
tH'\ lut'IIt1\, hunt..; llil'1H 011 I.be parade WI 11 df"'g... \" ~j) In 1 

lht' hll'd lS produced he bc~ins daIlCll1~~, and at :,l'" \ I!; ~tt ~ '~'\.ilJi.! 
t1w do,,!. ... fIr IH.-hind: he t"oe.~ rctl"ol,\. lv tll tlh ('"ttOIH ot tilt 
p.II",1l1t.- and l1p ;'1 ,1111 ~ 8C~tW'; t1l:' dt) :s at de ti IIll~~" "holll h, 
" '""I), ont-HlIl' w ,i1 the help of III> ,\ 11>,,'; lIor L.lI Lh(, ,"t 1\ 
hlln. 
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Goree is a rork of iron stone; the principal waler they get 
from the Ma;n-Iand, as Ihey have only one well on the isbnd, 
\I hith is not \learly sufficient to supply their wants. The 
established custom of not giving any woman leave to quit the 
island after her lIlurria;;e causes a number of widows to be resi­
dent there, mallY of" 110m of course are young ones, their hus­
bands prbbably still !i\lng elsE", here. 

Their dress is a m'appillg petticoat, if such I may call it, of 
"hite cotton" ith a coloured edge, and at the upper part a nar­
TOW border of a finer sort; tillS they lap two or three times round 
them and luck in ; such a garment costs seven dollars :-the 
rest consists of a chemise, over which a loose piece of cottOll 
doth is carelessly wrapped, and a handkerchief round the head. 
They are excessi\ely fond of gold, and hide every guinea 
or doubloon they can procure. ft \I as here I nrst tasted 
palm-wine, and I cannot say that I think It an unpleasant liquor. 
The ladies, if Oll the beach "hen it is coming on shore from 
the ]l.fain, will hold Ollt their hands to ha'"e some poured in to 
drink. ' '"hen new, it is very pleasant, ;lild looks like milk and 
water; but " hen ~ept a few days, is very intoxicating: When 
new, the natives here are extremel. fond of it. 

Washing 011 this i,land is chal:ged at the rate of a dollar for 
a dozen pieces, counting a halld~erchief, &c. as a shirt. They 
are beaten on stones, ann then rinsed. 'fhis is the only kind of 
\ysshing in use, notwithstanding which, the articles are bleached 
very "hite. 

There is a law here which deserves mentioning. If a slave 
is born on this island, he cannot be sold out of it, unless he or 
she commits some considerable crime. It was here governor 
Wall perpetrated the barbarous murder, for which he suffered 
the senteuce of the law. Both the event 3nd the punishment 
still continue in the memory of tile inhabitants. 

They are extremely fond of music j alld here as well as on 
other parts of the coast, which I shall have occasion to mention, 
they have hand-organs in their houses. I t certainly is a great 
change to an EllgIishman, when he witnesses the customs at 
:Madeira; hut" hat must it be when he lands at Goree? 
It is impossible to deSCribe the 8ensati~n at first steppmg on 
shore, \\ here he finds every thing so perfectly different from 
European scenes: he IS immediately surrounded by numerous 
black bo)'s and girls, quite naked, and skipping around him in 
play; but not begging: the females naked, especially the slaves; 
or with oulya small rug rOllnd their waists. 

'Ve were recom mtnded to a free man, a ]l.fr. Crew, where we 
found the most liberal accom Illodations ; he had lost hi.. wife, and 
had a fine boy, who was .a more perfect black than himself; at 
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~i[lner I could not help looking round me, at the novelty of being 
waited Oil by bO)5 and girls, nearly in a ,tate of nature: indeed 
one lJalJled little H alrv ,,,.s quite an adept. The above gen­
tl eman once liv((l at Siena Lcone; alld is ""ll ];1I0WII for the 
goodness of his diopOSlti(,n :inc( plea~""(lIess of hi.. mallllers: he 
had Jat< Iy hLln III Englm'd, and ll,t.,'1ci:; scndin'; his ,on tl;,ther 
t o /1lli&h h.s educatIOn. \\ I.en our boat 'Hnt to the main lalld, 
to draw the scille for tish, ll:c "rillce al '" it) S Chme do" n, ~nd 
t hey i,lVuliaLly complm.f1.tcd him with a fel\' • hoice olles. 
HL're II c tirst began to give ollr m' n ball III ,\ illP; "gbss 
be10re tlll'Y "'ClIt, and allothel' "hln they l(tuIIlt.eI, unckr the 
ide" of preventing fever. 

,,'h"teler medical gentlemen may think of this practice, I .shall 
call it a hocus-poCl/o mode of driving away felcr. J alll of ol'illil 1, 

it might be much hetter f('s(;l'vcd till anoth~r opportunity, "hen 
it is r eally wanted, and llIight prove of great utJl.l.I. ]f, instead 
of this, the men \lere allowed double tl.e quantity of wine, 
it would be of more sen.ee; for can anyone seriously suppose, 
that a dram of Lark, ollly occasionally ,x\ub.tcd, can be of any 
advantagr t Again, the surgeon is hy this, n;ducing his stock, 
whpn it cannot be rcpll ni,hetl, as here, mOlley could not purchase 
it, th(Jll~h for want of tillS useful IOllle, his pellple were dying 
),Ollllrllllm. 

Then' is another circumstance necessary to be attended to 
with resp,'ct to Illl'<iicilles at sea, All p"I,·tln" c'p('cially hark, 
~houltl, "hell sent to hot climates, be put into bott\~s, well corked 
dOlVn, and tht'll cllpl in rosin or wax; for it is wrll hllO\\ Il, that the 
10'" of the vi I tll"S of this J1Jed,cine in tlH'sC ciullat.,., is oWlllg to 
its Lom:; exposed to Ihe air, One proof L shall lay before llly rea­
ders-Frolll 1\ pnthcc," ie; -hall [ had bark in jnr,; w;th a blllw 
ami a wrappl'r tied (lYcr it: 1 had also from Ihe salll< place som~ 
ill hottks, which 1 dipped in rosin, \\ III n I opell,d thrlll at 
Sil'I'I.:l 1.1'olle. tllt're wn~ a wonderful dili"L1TllCC in the:r quality, 
the ,I'll' dul tlot "]]1'11 llIore aromatIC than tlH' smull qllunllty in 
the boltl.,s; that ill tlw jar aplll'~red to ],alll! togl'lhlr us it illites 
wer(' aUl ong It, ~Uld, though the utmost carc Ilad hl:lll tak.t'u of it, 
it '<'(,llIet! to be damp: samples frolll (Jch II\'IC easll" dlS­
tillg\ll~b\'d J\s this artirlt' is of such 11:1:l rial ron .... cCi""( nee, 
1 h"p,' ca . C II ,II be taken in future, to bouk il ill the -u"" !,IJllllfl' 

a~ the lime jl1ic~'. \\.lllch lath.r 1I11ght he nil t , d 1111 til'" Slo..tiOIl, 
(Is Inlle' and :1cI(l tIll Its cere 111 plcllt~·, ,lid 11 '" be obt'Hned for 
till' Inlllhic of gathering. -

',OIY L '''" OJl tillS ",hjed, r 1"'1'" ] sl III not be thought 
tcdln\l~ III l1lt'lltJOllmg :o\Ol11t' llt onr Ill. \'~" lrlL .... a" lJ !'y ore termed, 
Jlmll' ("]"".,,II), the I<'a, if ,mit 1 IllJY call It, as 's allowed for 

'PllSJlUI~\'] C 
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Goree is a rock of iron stone; the principal wnter the; get 
from the ~lain- Iand, as they have only one well on the isbnd, 
\I hich is not llearly sufficient to supply their want. The 
established custom of not gil"ing any woman leaye to quit tho 
island after her 1Ilarriage causes a number of widows to be resi­
dent there, mallY of ,,'bom of course are young ones, their hus­
bands probably still Ji, ing els!m here. 

Their dress is a wrapping petticoat, if sllch I may call it, of 
"hile cotton \\ ith a coloured edge, and at the upper part a nar­
row border of a tiner sort; thts they lap two or three times rOllnd 
them and tuck in ; such a garment cost~ seven dallars:-the 
]·est. consists of a chemise, over which a 100 e piece of COttOll 
~Ioth is carelessly wrapped, and a handkerchief round the head. 

:ley are excessi,ely fond of gold, and hide e"ery guinea 
or doubloon they can procure. It was here I tirst tasted 
palm-wine, and 1 cannot say that I think it an unpleasant liquor. 
The ladies, if Oll the beach "hen it is coming on shore from 
the Main, \,"ill hold out their hands to Ilaye some poured in to 
drink. ''"hen new, it is very pleasant, aild looks like milk and 
water; but \, hen hept a fe,,' days, is very intoxicating: When 
new, the nati\'es here are extremely fond of it. 

Washing on this island is chat:gecl at the rate of a dollar for 
a dozen pieces, counting a handkerchief, &c. as a shirt. They 
are beaten on stones, and then rinsed. This is the only kind of 
"'ashing in use, notwithstanding which, the articJts are bleached 
very ,,·hite. 

There is a law here which deserves mentioning. If a slave 
.is born on this island, he cannot be sold Ollt of it, unless he or 
she commits some considerable crime. It was here go\"rllor 
Wall perpetrated the barbarous murder, for which he suffered 
the sentence of the law. Doth the event and the punishment 
still continue in tbe memory of lile inhabitants. 

They are extremely fond of music; aud here as well as on 
other part~ of the coast, which I shall have occasion to mention, 
they have hand-organs in their houses. It certainly is a great 
change to an Englishman, ",hen he witnesses the customs at 
:Madeira; hut" hat must it be when he lands at Goree? 
It is impossible to descnbe the sensation lit first steppmg on 
shore, \1 here be finds every thing so perfectly different from 
European scenes: he is immediately surrounded by numerous 
black boys ann girls, quite naked, and skipping around Him in 
play; but not begging: the females naken, especially the slaves; 
or with ouly a small rag round their waists. 

'Ve were recom muulcd to a free man, a -r.1r. Crew, where we 
found the most Itberal accom modatiol1s ; he had Jost hi.. wife, and 
had a fille boy, who was a more perfect black thall himself: at 
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dinnei' I could not help looking round me, at the novelty of being 
"'aited Oil by bo)s and girls, nearly in a .tate of lIato re: indeed 
one llamed little Hal rv \I as quite an ad, pI. The "bo\'e gen­
tleman once Ii" d at ::iicl'l a Leone; ulld is \I .,11 \;no\\'J 1 for the 
goodness of his dl'po,lti,>n &n<1 plca~lIlltlless of lIh manners: he 
lrad bit II' bl til m Engl""'l, and lI.t'.nel" "t:din~ hi, ,0:1 tL;ther 
t o linish IllS ulueallO'l. \\ I"n our bo:.t \\l I>t to the ma;n hmd, 
to draw the seine for fish, the prlJ:cc ul", a}s c"me do\' n, ~nd 
th ey i'lvarjably complill1('Jlteu him WIth a fn\' ,hoice onts. 
Il('~re "c first bl'2,an to b\\'l, our m(ll bmk in \\illf'; P gl~ss 
bel ore tllf'Y \\ Cllt, and another \\ Illn they I Llurntd, undt .. the 
idea of pn'venting rev!>r. 

Whatever medical gentlemen may think of this praclice, I shall 
call it a horus-porus mode 01 drivllll!: <l way fe'er. 1 am of 0rlni", 
i t migl!t be much better f('sLncd tIll Cllluthu oppor!ullity, \\ hen 
i t is really \vanted, and might pro\'c of great utdllJ. If, instead 
of this, the men \\ere allowcd double the qualltity of \\me, 
it would he of more servIce; for CUll anyone ,,,riousl} "'Pl'ose, 
that a dram of bark, ollly o('casiollally nllllJlted, ('en be of any 
ndvnntngc? Agum, the slIrgl'OIl is by tillS, I'l·ducing his stock, 
"hm It ('annot be reph ni . lll'd, as hcr(', mUllc) could not purchase 
it, tholl!;h for want of tillS usteful tonic, IllS peIJple were dying 
rOllud him. 

There is another circlllllstance necessary to be ath'ndcd to 
witl! le'ptTt to IIll'dlcmes at ,ea, All 1J()\':d,·!'", <'spl'c'inll), hark, 
should, \\ hen sent 10 hot climates, be put into bollles. wdl corked 
dowll, and then dipt in rosilll>r wax; tor il is \\ell kllO\\ 11, that the 
loss of lilt vi l ltlt's of this lllcoici()(' ill tl1P~c dlllllltt·S, i:s 0" ;ng to 
i ls bCIII~ exposed to tbe air, 0.](' proof l shallla)' bdi)re my rl'a­
(II'rs-Fron. l\p."thel'lll ie,'-hull I hat.! h"rk in jar ; w,lh n UUII~ 
:lIld a \\ "'!,pn tied ,1\ cr It: I had also 110m the SUlII,' place SOllie 

ill hottks, "hich I dipped ill rosill. ,\ hUl I opl'lIld tlwm at 
Siel'l." I.t'Olll·. there '"'' a wonderi'lIl ddle ... net' ill the:r qllalay, 
tIll' .I"r ,1,,1 1I0t SIII\'I1 n."'re aromatIc t\>an tIl\' ,mall 'lllillltlty III 

the boul"s; tltat "' th,· pr apl"'~rL'd to Iiall!.!; to~t'lhll' as If Jlllles 
\\l~n'\ amon~ 11, alld, though the utmost caJT'had hCl'B taJ...t'o (If it, 
it )o.t'l'lIll'd to be dalllp: ~;'lIl1plcs from l~H'h w('lt~ ('asl!" ,hs­
t ill~Hhlll'd -:-- \ s this nrtid~' is of stich III ~ nal rt)ft.oi{,f1l-'1 IKe, 

I hilI''' ca , e ".11 be ta~l'n in i'lI!mc, to houle it III the ,ar, ")al'UCr 
as tl.lt· II11H' ,juice. "llIt:h tatt r Illlgl lt he.: lUI t (J on tll~ 'tat 111, 

Us hUll'S and nciri frlllts ~.rt: 111 ph."'t:, ~ IIIJ L 1\ ot.. oi;tulUcd for 
thl' trnuhk of gathering. . 

,O\\' I all\ nil. II", ,"I~, d. [It t',' [,' II not be thou~ht 
tcdHlUS III dlt'lltIOlllll1! ,'H..H1W of 0111' Ill'\' s. r:4 "i , a'" tl 'v ;]rl" terrnt..d, 
1I)01t· "'1" " !;III) the tea, if SlIclt l tlIay n\l It, as b .\lO\\"J for 

'PlL ' IIUI:Y.) C 
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a sailor when ill. This is supplied by contract, and is of the 
very worst qual it\', being eomposed of the sweepings of the ships' 
holds, (>I' what would otherwise be sold for dy~ing. \Yhen water 
is added. should anyone be blind-folded, I defy him to tell what 
the infusion is, as it has more of the taste of decayed hay, than 
any other thing I can think of. Surely, ii a sick sailor is to be 
allowed thes.e necessaries for his comfo.'! and speedy recovery, 
they shvuld, to say the least, be of good quality: 1 would ask, if 
such wretched stuff as 1 Lave now described, is worthy of a sur­
geon's oath, " That the necessaries hare all been expendedfm' 
the lise of the sick only'?" I once sent some of the trash to a 
late board; and received for answer, " n-e hare examined the 
tea, and find it as good as tlle contract rdll allow." There 
used also to be cocoa and spices allowed, but these have vanished, 
and only a few races of ginger substituted for them.-I shall 
now proceed with my journal. 

November 13th. At noon we left Goree, with the Marv and 
Anderson; we were in lat. 1jO 12.' N.long. 17° 9' \\'. Had on 
board Ensign Forbes and his lady, as passengers to Si~'Ta Leone. 
Ou the 14th, uncommonly large bats flew on board-their heads 
like that of a fox, and their teeth ,-cry large; but, on account of 
the cruelty of the sailors, ,re were obliged to t1U-01V them over· 
board. We "ere from now till the ZQd, continually in sound­
ings; during which time, a large quautity of dolphins were 
swimming ab,out the ship. 

November 18th. We had fine clear weather, rather inclini1lg 
to calm. Great quantities of the Relllora or sucking /ish, under 
our stern, with the beautiful little pilot-/ish, in .hape ne;t.iy re­
sembling a perch: two or three of these constantly attend (he 
shark, playing about his fins, and under his belly, when he is not 
in pursuit of any prey. Of these, the sailors give tbe same 
account as the natural bistorians formerly did of the jackall, ot' 
lion's provider; and it therefore bears that name of pilot-fish: 
in the shark they always find a protector, as they never .wim to 
any distance from him. 

SlERRA LEONE. 

November 22d. Cloudy with showers of rain, thunder, and 
lightning. Quarter past four P. M. let go our auchor in I~ 
fathoUl. At eight o'clock the Anderson /ired two guns, and 
made signal for land in the S. E. A beautiful bird flew on 
board, it had blue 'rings' and a red beak: at tbis time we. 
again anchored: lat. eo $6' N. 

This evening the atmosphere was extremely mild with lil;l.t-
6 
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!l ing: the island is high in some places, on which the clouds seem 
to rest. T he poin t of Cape Sicrra Leone was cloathed by nume­
rous large trees. I do not knolV that I ('ver saw so m>ljestic 
and tremendous an appearance as was formed by mountain tower­
ing over mountain, "hieh, added to the gloominess of the nigbl, 
increased its h orrors. By the number of lights that appeared, 
we were Cl"rtain we were ncar some large town. T he 
cap tain stood on ti ll a boat came from the shore, by the people 
of whom we were informed of the death of Ihe governor. On 
th e sides of the hills there are elephants, tigers, tiger cats, &'c, 
,\ ith a very large species of monkey called Chitl'lpanzee, which is 
near six feet Iltgh wh"n full grown. IIe is ,'et'y mischievous; 
when young, lJOwever, he is most affectionate to men; and cries 
like a child when be misses his protector. A gcntkman here 
gIves a woman lOs. Gd. pcr week to suckle aile, in order to send 
it home. There is also an insfl!:t which is at least equally alarm­
ing, a sort of black ant. \Vhen they ClIter a bouse, the illhabi-' 
tunt~ lire obliged to leave it immediately, otherwise they would 
devour thl'm as they do c'ery thing else they meet with; ser­
pents, rat., &c. &.C. 

November gSd. We came to an anrhor off Free-town, and 
at half pust seven o'clock a boat rame off und informed lIS this 
"""the prinripa l town. I twas ,]uill' dark. On om landing we 
found that 1I0t only the governor \\ It, dead, but also a captain of 
Ihe Afr ican corps, who was to have been tried by a court 
morlral fot' some seriolls ofrence, They were very sickly, and in 
great distress both for mcdicltles and food. The town is in a 
m ost romanlic situation. At thc bark of it the mountains are 
i'loathed "ith wood. , ~ ear it is another town, commollly called 
Dalta Mooda; it i, situated on the side of a hill, covered lIith 
,enlme. TI1l' nnlv,'es are black, but there is a great differL'nce 
\"'tWl'(t tl", i .. <1,(,,, and that of the people of GOfce; here the 
Insitlon of the \\ umt'lI". rloath, somell hat ,,'sembles the costume 
of a \\dsh ~,r1, and tIlt'. are all c,'C,'c<lin~ly clean and neat. 

In the 1110l"lling l\Hl Callues cnme alougsiJ(·; though ooly 
the bl'l'aclth of a mall, theil' w('re tllll'C persolls HI tach of them 
kll~dit1g and sirtlllg; t\1'O paddlen, ,,\ltlt the third baled the 
\ato'r ,,"t. 'I'h,' ,'"nne' "PP"'1red 10 be made of the b"rk of 

In'f'''i :'lnd ''t'n' t':\l'l,l'thH~h II!.. ht. 'L'l1I'\ etav some" omen came 
~)I\ b('J~lni tn btll tcr 01 ~lIlg(; .. , It mon~, &.c. thl') \\ tre c,trenlcly 
pleased t() >t'l' \\ iIlianJ', the gUll-room black ('ook, whom th~y 
rcrolkl'ltd bv the namc of 11 :11'1';'. TIll'r" are some croml-birds 
here, bllt thn '\I'C ,,<,rv rare t" he nwt ,,,tho Ten nollars is the 
!'nl'l' a,kn\' for a \;"" '" ,I .11'1'0" ,WIth the quiver complete, 
'rhe ~O\l'rtlor a pale 111 ltd, c.:aml OH ho,lrd tl i~ tllomin:;, and 
poind) illl'lted Us un sbc>rc; be at til<: '~lliC time lamented the 

c t..! 
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want of good bark, as they had now none in the Golony, and wished 
me to spare him some: 1 supplied him "ith what 1 had frn lll 
Apothecanes'-hall, on my own account, ill bottles. The colony 
is not at this time in a very thriving condition. 

I \ras informed that a few days before a "large nake had been 
killed, the carcase of which" as as much as two men could cal ry 
on a pole. th~y are very common; and it is a fact that they 
can swall,)\r leopards. bears, &c There are also t", ,·'\trelllely 
large species of the 'Illigator, which are nearly twenty fl'et lnllg ; 
they Sll 1m between the ships. and pick up any ~arbage tlwt is 
thrown overboard: they were frequently tired at, uut a 
bullet will not penetl ate them. The smaller ones are very nll­
merou~. 

NOlember £'ith. I dined with the go\ernor, who related 
some curious anecdotes of the reptiles Just alludt·t/ to: in 
particular, of one of them destro),mg a . ,cntry, alld carrying 
him fairly away: his lTInsquet was found left bchilld on his 
post. It came afterwards for the other sentr)', but was driven 
away. 

Oil the '27th of NO\'ember \I-e again weighed for the islands 
de Los. 011 the '29th "e had fi;'~e IIwn taken ill ,,!lh !'erer: 
they were attacked "ith pain in the heud, V01111tlllg, pam in 
the bowels, and sometimes complain~d of pam "II orer the 
body, attemkd II ith great laggitude and a low, irritflb/e, quick 
pulse. III the evening we came to an anchor, ancl we saw 
Cape Verga, bearing N. N. E. distant ten 0 1' twelle leagues. 
In the afternoon of the 50th we anchored, tiding it along ghore, 
as the wind "as contrary. During 0111' passage a felllale of 
Sierra Leone relatt.d to us the foI.lollillg story. "hich wtll ,he\\' 
the spirit of rC\'enge occasioned by jcaloll'Y III the nat" e wo­
men. A slave-trader kept a native girl, (f whom he was ex­
tr~meh fond: one day uufortullately some words arose, and he 
struck' hcr over the e~'e; revenge Inllnediatel y took pmsession 
of her mimi, nor did she make it any seCI'd that she "as re­
solved to poison him. This the (l:irl \\ ho rc:laled the slory I'er­
fectly ulld~r'tt)od, ~nd warned the geutlemall of the f'llc that 
would attend him; begging of him not to permit her to cook 
his supper, blot let the iufurmant perform that service: this 
with some diili('uity he cI)lISclited to, still I"u~hing at the idea 
of danger; but bping soon ,~ften,alds thirsty, he hnstily called 
for a glass of \laler, Idlich was givPll to him by the native 
girl wholll he hud assliulted: he drank it bcfore the other could 
wrest the gohlct from his hanns, alld as goon as the deadl,v 
potion was administered, de lIalivc burgt inlo a lond fit of 
laughter. Soon after the ,ict,m clapped his halln to Ilis urea,t, 
and exclaimed, "lily God! 1 am poisoned!" The narrato\, 
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immediately got him to bed, and sent for liis friends, but he 
expired ill a few !.purs . When his fnenei. an'ired and found 
him deno, they s(·ized tlie girl, put a chain round her nEck, 
aud "old her as a ,love. Another instance, in \\ Illeh Ihe at­
tempt, however, proved abortire, is also worth relating. 
A hhck chj{-r \\ ho lives near ::iierra L wne, married a settler 
of IllIs colony, an f\mcrican black; \\11" b) Il('r attenlion and 
inc\u,lry by tradlllg for him up the rivlIs, not 0111, procured 
h, m, riches, hut res pect and attenlion fro m Ibe colony. Ac­
corJin~ to his COUlltI)'S custom of baving ",orc \I ive" than 
one.)w l<,lok some from la mong his OWII nalIOIl, who soon 
b ecame jealous of the first or head WO'I>a11.* Th~y attempted 
to P OISO Il hcr , but th p plot " as ciiscoven,d; on "llIeh she 
/led, lirst rl'llllnillg him all his slaves and presellts, dtc1anng 
she Ill'Vcr wOlild cuhabit \I itb hi", again. On Ibe other 
hand he, almost {".,tracted, took evtry nH'an~ of dl,cover 
iog lilT, but in vai n. .At last a \cULT arrl\'(d from LIVlrpool, 
in fol'll I 1I1I( 111m of her affection and (kltll. 11 IS here 
necI''''''') to n'lIIark , that th e lJati,cs of till' (,OIlIJITY have four 
or fivl' \\iv(:s in 1-,cllfrai, and raeh \\oman ~1l'1 pt; \\ Ilh lu.:r hus­
band, in rUlll, a ('l rt 'lill Iltullbu' uf nj!.!llt'i. 'itus is lIl\'.Htably 
a rlllt,. ann so T('l:ular are they ill til(' ob'crvanc!! of it, that 
a lLh oll2;h the mall lII:JV hayc nl) Co11l1t:l llOl1 \\ llh L~H' "ire \"hose 
tnrll l'fHJ1t'9, ht, (,:lIII1;)t I __ .fuse to s!t~p \\ ,til 111~r. altlllHl~h there 
nl :\V, how ever. he a fan)lIritt: \, Jfe \\ ilOtH bt, oft lIlT\es calls 
to him trcut-; wilh llIarkt d n·spt:ct, or .pays her many atten­
tiolll;, ,"'d if allY COIIIll't tum be dl.'\l'o~·('rt'd !)lIt of prf)J-'~r turn, 
the otl"'rs "I.I hold a palaH'I', r"'illllllg II", I'",t"", of Iheir 
cOlillfr~ I ~lI1d till' forml'r j" ill d"I1'l,\'r or IH Id!~ taken off' 
by POI""'; tl,(I'd'lit' ,, 1,ato'H I, dOlle must b\· II ith th e ut­
lllO."t ~t'tTI'{'Y; :lnd till'S£' emJnart'S ~Ire stul,1l ,,1111 as much 
pn'C':1utton :l'j nn flll}ll'TOf wOllld mnkl' U~l' uf 111 hi:-; 11ltrigue~. 
PtTha p~ Oil,,' cltstom m~y aCCtHIllt tVI" LilliI' h;tVHl .... i.I Ilurality 
()f \\ 1\ l'S, "ilt 11 H womall has lJoflH' a rbdd. ",ilt' tll)t s nul re .. 

hllil l ~) tilt .11'111" ol Iwr bu;,band till that tlilid ( .... Il brIng- htf a 
pot 01 ""t .. : I'llr do thc~ ~o ,\It I. tI,,"· 1111'[',11,,1.< IIhell tb~y 
hu\{. a:-i tilt·) (, pn'~s It, it till' /llfJUII , II thou! I have helO 
'b Iln,d that till" I" a gt'llt'ral tel' 1\ t~lr tltt (H'ctllTl'Ilre ,,11 along 
II". ,'u",t a"d t1110ll:.hollt -111'11'''. In ,h, n, th '\' attribute 
111();'~' to thl..' lIlHHt:Ilt'l' of the llh.}(Ill than \\ l dn, 'file people 

,.. I h.'''1 lnt'ntl,)nl'l lht chid' f"fO:tk '1'1 I 'f') >.11 or 1,r.J if.- Her pri-
\'ik~1 I~ tn t'1l10V nil l'ntll't.' t'0I'T1llUIHI ll\ r til n t tntl nf th." tl' all hut tbe 
{'~Tt'lIl1<;t n e sp'(',t} d sIll' I\l]\.;h lL tHo" (t 11\ It t', Ih'r drc~,,, ;)11(1 orna_ 
IllI nt In Ul 'I"l' r .. h "ht' fill 0\\ hf'1' hI! l.lIllJ \I; .~ltV\!r he gOl'l and chlU:~ 
hll':U \\ VU.h:h'h h \\ ':ih" ttl be "It h!..". 



SPILSBURY'S VOYAGE TO Afll!l:A. 

at Sierra Leone, declare that the moon will turn m eat pUIl'ld , 
and produce fevers . I have already alluded to the extreme 
modesty of the .African women; I must here again observe, 
that although an European lady Illay turn up her nose at « In­
hQrrid nuked creatures," delicacy will not permit me to coter 
i"lo particular explanations, but I must declare that they arc 
at certaiu times much more modest as to their ac tions and 
beha\'iour than many of our fantastical wo men of fashion . 
Theil'· atteiltion and submission to their husbands, and tbe ir 
affection [')1' their children, are worthy of ti,e highest en~o­
mi·tnls--Blush! ye fair faced femaies! th is- this I S Na­
ture! lIere tbe name G' c, fllIl'Se IS ullkJ~own ! here the true 
enjoyment of all <['spring is felt as it should be! 

On th~ 1st of December we read the J\llicles of Wnr to the 
slllp's comp~ny'; a cnstom "hich, by act of parliament, is 
obligtd to be repeated every two months. \'e mistook the 
island of l\Iatacovy for T,'mar3, It appea rs a beautifu l spot 
covered with trees and verdure, but has shoal water all round 
it; it is in the 'possession of the ~\ iandingoes. O n the ~nd 
of December having missed tue islands, citlwr from the in­
concclne,s of Ihe charts or unccrtainty of the Ii des, and hnv ­
ir.g now a fair wind for Sierra Leolle, lI'e re tllrned and an­
cbored again off Fr~e TOln1 . On the 10th we again got under 
weibh fur those ish:nds; the 12th we anchored aboLlt seven 
o'clock, four miles from I.'actory Island; went on ,hore wi th 
the c~ptnin and purser to the 'factory, where we found l\lr. 
FriSk, an American gentlt-man, extremely ill ",i tb an ulcerated 
Iq!;. It appeared to be ,m e"foliatlOn of a part of the tibia, 
"hi,·h he supposed was a dIsease called by thelll CI'a,,'-el((;('s; 

but lbis is a species of the itch, producing small white blotches 
on the skin, in the joint" between the tingel , and someti lll S 
all (Wer the body, and which casily gi,·cs way to preparations 
of sulphur and lime-juice, He sUld he would not 6ubm it it 
to the l1ative mode of ClIre, as it \You~d give him {'xcru'Ciating 
pain; this method is to bind a roasted lime on the diseased 
part. I gave him every medical assistance that l a~' in power, 
1n return for ",hich he made me a present of tlfO kid. and a 
bilJenc,ler of oranges; he also made the captain a present of a 
very fine ox and some goats, O n our fi rst lanchng here, the 
people belonging to this gentleman, thinking us French, ran 
into the ,roods, as did also bis head womall, pulling off her 
cloth, and scampered away 'rith great expeditiGlll. This fac­
tory consists merely of a few huts, and the island was purchased 
by anolber American of ItIO Pongos, of the prince who owned 
it. 

We next went to Crawford's Island, and called at M r. W il-
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SOli 'S, who w e found was gone to Sierra Leone: in l.is prrl 
were n great nu mber of slaves. which had been purchased of 
h im, and re lall ded fro m an A merican slave b rig lying- ofr thi~ 
place, whose ercll', from the captain to tue lowest soilo r, were 
lairl up with fever: o llly a few female slaves wcr" kept on board 
to attend them. Thi, was tbe lirst time 1 saw the ude slav~s 
in cha in.s. The wOlllen never are so confined. Two or Inore 
arc chnillcrt together ronud th"ir necks with hea"J padlvcks on 
their brcasts, round the andes, or hanrt-cutrcd. Those ",itll 
cha' lls were bcatlllg ricc, but a melancboly gloom Illlllg over 
their countcnance: they frequeutly would rest, 1001. at each 
other, and sigh , TI:c women appeared more che.·rful, anel 
th e gi rl s did no t seem to be much affectp-d , The steward made Ihe 
cnptain a present of a small pig, \Ve tben wal!:etl to anot! er 
t'l('tor~ on Ihe same island, tha (l"n" of which ,rc founel Wil9 

in L ondon : we WNi', however, hand,omely r('alf!d br a young 
\\,omnn from Sierra Leonc, named Helsy \, alker, whu gave 
us ref,.e~hments" presemr.d tn the ""pI:1io 5 ):l.e ~o"t; and I"gs, 
'1",1 to myself a kid . bhe cpl '~d that \I hen "lie saw our vessd 
'" th e offing, she had !'l,,,lved tf) collect lhl' sla'cs, and re­
ll 'o'e th e property mlo the woolls, as sh,' 1)1'(''''0 had becll 
twicc obliged to do when the French effected a laneilng, by 
which IIIc;ms she preserved the effects of hl.r fritnd f. om 
plunder. She was contlllually on the watf'h \\ :th a glass, 
and in sho rt she shewed so much attention to the trust re­
p oser/ in her , ~o much atrectlotl and anx.dy for hi .• safe retulll, 
that I could not hel p rctlecting on lea\lJlg her, " What i .• tillS 
ditfrrcncc of colour, that it sllOuld stigmatize the LUIli, who 
posse.'lSCM i t I" T he house, superintended hy this fell ,a I.", wa~ 
in the mos t e.act order; her slaves were atlib,'rl) and ill pel­
f< ct obedience, 10l.king up to her as their protector a"d frl<lld. 
lIere I ' an e~traf)rdillarv instance of" fem'tlc, on all ishllld 
" hcrt' tllt' rc is hut another family; h,Ibk C'U} momcnt to 
bru ta lll)' from the attacks of the cor'"u", or It \I IUIlJ of the 
1"' lty J"lllgs o f the opposIte COa.~I, defending her"e1f seeun,,; 
the pro pelt) of her he"!,,,r, am! oiJlallliog tl", ""'ped of all 
" ho ' ".HAmd her. 

\, c watered at Temam; I went \I ith the parI); the water 
SI' IUlI!;' froUl a roc!. lIc.r th" Leal'll, anti II,., ca •• , nn"t be 
roll ed do\( n, l \ party of lIbek IIlt'n " ); ) came dow II I ) II " 'PC)t, 
~Jtd tlw'y \l en' su re i\lr. \\'illi11I11' \\Illlid be \L'" ,1,,1 t', ,,'" 
'" \\ c t lwr..rurc walked acro", lh" L;/allll, \\ I"d. Ii co.ned 
Wi th unelenruod; and Ull the OPPU51tc s d,' w" Lnllle t l the 
J nH1~ of ':1 "iJla~pot and wt.:re shewil to the lmt of lhl'ir ~, 111((" 

'ff)1U \\'llham~, a stout )Oml~ man, \iho "1'( ~t.'" Y goo ~ 
r:n~lsh; h" told us /i" \Ia.s very sorr) he coulll ufr.r U~ 1,0-
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thing but water, as he had but iust returned to Tt'mara, hat' .... 
in[! had" liar Ilith a Iwigbbol1rilig ~it'g, II ho had destroyed hi:l 
to'nl, as we saw, and Iwd taken a g,reat number of his peo­
pie: uut be assured us that he bad been fully rev~nged, and 
,,"as I1t"1 retllrncd to rt'uutld his town, lle said he was taken 
to England 1\ ben young, and liled a long time Ht Chester; but 
bal ing h"ppliy returlled to his own cflulltry, he tixed 011 this 
island, which In·longed to him by right, HIS wives procured 
us some II ater, and offered to cook us some fOil Is. but we 
declined tbeir polit~ness alld took our departure. It is neces­
sary to relllark here, that salutiug is not the same as the Eog­
Iish fasillon; but i. performed by ol1e pel soo holding out the 
haod opeo, over 1\ hich the other oralls his.' Ol1e poillt of 
this island is called Tom \\'illiarr:,'s Point, aod on this his 
tOI\ n is sitl1att'd. 

Decemhei' the 16th. at fOllr o'clock, Cape Sierra Leone bore 
S. "'. ~ \\" three or four lIli Ie", At a quarter past four the ship 
struck on a shoal of sand called the J\1t.ldle-ground, the cape 
bearing at this time S. W, nearly five miles. HOI'e the sails 
all aback, amI sent the master away to ,"ouml. lirndlllg it im­
practicable to get her oil' at that time, in consequence of the 
falling tide, II e struck the 101\er yards and top-masts, and put 
them over the .ide to heel' the ship upri~ht. Boats were a]"o 
employed in carrying ont allchors, to heave bel' oft'. 

At twenty minutes past til'e, cal1le alongside to OLlr assistance 
Mr. ~Jc. Cawley, master of tlte Mary, ,md also a hoat from the 
Arab: we started our water io the hold, and got every thing 
ready for heal'ing her ofl' at high water. A, 1\1. lir,ht airs and 
cloudy. At twcnly lIIinutcs pa't tllThe hr"lIght to tile capstan, 
and endeavoLlr~d to heHle her off, but IIlIho •• 1 e/Tpct. At twenty 
mill utes past nine a schooner came alollg~jde and carried out 
our bower anchor; she took on Loard also part of om gLlIlS. At 
ten the Arab ca!ll.~ to OLtr a,~istance. The 17th, e3rly ill the 
mortlmg, [,II hands \\Tre ell1ployrd at tl." C'tpst~n, and at three 
they hove her otf into three fatboms I,ater. At thirt, llIillute" 
past tl,ree received a ha\\ser from the l,ra[., and \\arped her ofr 
the bank, and at six anchored in sevell ancl half fathoms. People 
"ere noll' employed ill getting up the )'I1(b alld topma~ts, and 
at IlIne, we weighed allclm"de sail. In the evening lI'e anchored 
Qff Free-towo, in cleven fathoms \later. 

December 20th. \y" tirst hearcL of Lord Nelson's victory 
over tbe combined fleet off Trafalgar,\od fired a salute of tlVenty­
one guns in consequellce. We nolV received orders to go to 
Rio POlljor, to look after a privat ,er, At half-past six, ·A.1\J. 
we weighed ;.at seven hoisted in all the boats; and at fifteen mi­
nutes past ele\'en we ancbored in Seven and h~lr fathom" Free-
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~o'll'n, hearing,~. by E. . 01\ the 2'2d: we layoff. Craw ford's 
lslallcl. !!Jd, fom 'Yllilam,s pOInt, S. h. ~ \Y. SIX or seven 
miles. Thirty mjnutes past five S\IW fou r strange sail, gave chace 
to a schooller and ship, and came up with the schooner, which we 
found to be a friend. A t forty minutes past eleven we came 
to ofr Factorv ['Ianci, ill 'even and half fathoms water, with the 
hd~e. At this lIm'e we had on bomd a gentleman named 
Wi\snl1, who was to have piloted us into the Rio Pongos; b ut 
meeting with .\'1 r. Lawrence, a black ~entleman, son to a M r. 
Lawrence of Deal, \I bOil) he thought to be a belter pilot than 
IlillJ,df, he returned to Crawford Island, leaving another black 
lIIall, Captain Jack, as a clever pilot for tllat channel. He was 
olle of the men takell in a schooner before our la,t retuJI1 to 
S,erra Leone, belonging to a ,Mr. Butterfield, who was captured 
in h"r. Ile and 21 11'. Butterfield had agreed thHt with three or 
four more men, they should, if the boat came along.ide, try 
to effect their escnpe, leave their dispatchcs ,,"h 2111'. Frisk, and 
mnke the best of their way to Sierra Lrone, to gIve timely 
nntirc of :111 enemy being on the coost . They emplnycd them­
,pi VI's for somc tillie in damping the priming of the musqllets ; 
the Frl'lIrh prize-master gavc them a sllflivlCnt 0ppoflllnity of 
rifling so, b) drinking so much porter 'IS to make himself drunk. 
At last the boat came along"de, whl'lI they jumped into her and 
TOwed oIl'. .'Il'ilh~r oaths, menaces, nnr the acllons of the enemy, 
"hn pointed their llIus'Iuets at thelll, had any elfect; only one of 
the latter wcnt olt', fortunately it did nn mischief. ;'Ir, Buttcr­
field proTl1i"'d tillS C"ptam Jaek a slavc il he sncceeded: he 
I'a, the J)('rsoll who brought to Sierra .Leone the intl'lIigence of 

tile circililistance, which occasioned our gOll lg in chac< of them. 
"" foulld :, I r. Ln" rence at l'actory island coming in search of 
m, to inf .... m lIS 0" the privutl'er; he al,o told us that a great 
111IIIlUer of thc men Were captured by the Ilatives, and were in 
cham,;. 

I had now again the pka"lre of seemg Mr. Frisk, who,'e 
leg 1 f01llld to be IlIlich helter, b1lt his knee contracted. At 
thirty 1l1l1l1l1l'S past tlln,·, P. \1 we marie all sali, l'Ir. Lawrellce:s 
,10"1' in "lllllp"ny. Sa'" a ,hlp ,\I Ihe northward tirmg at the 
.loop ",th grap" and roulid ,\: .. 1: dIscharged our larboard broad­
side at Ill'r; "hich ,he rl'llll'llpd with two, and prmed to be th€' 
1 hlH'rlll.1 fr"tll Li\"ll'o"l. uOlll1d to Hio POligos. 011 the '.l.5th 
~l" a .. tr;l1l~{ d ht.~lrd the report of two guns, anri sent the 
joU.1 IlOat \I ith the nll"ter ami I'll,>!, to d"cover the l'll!rance 01 
the 11"'1' she rt'lurnt·d ho\\ evcr \\ ithollt success, the pilot de­
dtnng Ihlt .. h" rH~~F. I/O IiI> dar." lite tree bemg his mark 
h'r Ih, litrallce. This slltlilll'ntiy shews the errors of the 
harh.:I ,'lerc is no r""r where it is laid donn, 

'·I'II'IlUlIY.] D 



96 SPILSllURY'S 'l"OYASr; TO AFRICA, 

December Qf\th. \r e picked up u "cry large cunop ad"if!, 
came to an anchor in fonr fHthoms, nnd S3W n strunge sai l il\ 
51101'£ st"cring; to the nord,,, unl. Sent our cutter to reconnoitr~ 
again: at eight A. 1\1. fired three gUll>: at ten observed OUf 

cutter comiug; \\ithollt ha'ing found the mouth of the ri"er, 
1\1 ade s:iil again to the : . IV. 

December 27tb. At h,·c P. M, anchored with the kedge il\ 
three and h<\lf fatl!oms. "\"e now, from se"eml circum ·tances, 
judged we mllst be at the moutb of the river; all hands Wl'I'e 
therefore anxious in making preparation, knQwing the ellt:tny's 
p,ivateer to be of superior force to us. We hung tilt' hammock 
cloths over our ~ides to prevent tlleir seeing the gun.: Oil\" 

h~ad \Vas muffled up. and nisguiscd in the same manlle,: and 
tbe carpente,'s were emplo~ed in makin~ a false poop: II hiclt 
when tinished, oeca,iolled her loukiug more Jike a rusty ol~ 
Guincnman, than a man of liar .. 

December 28th. The clIlterreturned; they hud heen a long 
,~a) up the river, and in the nigbt ~'ere close to the privatc3el", 
befure tht',· were awarc of tbeir situation: nor did the, p"d it 
out IIlltil tbey heard their sentries challcn/!6 ('nch other. She 
immediately got IInder \leigh, and a brig with her Uld_t:,C ~amel 
Ollr boat 1'0110\\ ing them, but c1o~e under tb land fo r feur of 
(liscovery. \\"htn OUl" ("lItt(>'· left thtm they had anchored at the 
mouth of the ri"er, "hich is twelve or fo urteen mi les to 
the northwarn of its place in the challs. From tne ,ouudings,. 
two and half fathoms, there was ScarCE! water to gc t ov('r the 
bar. 1 t \~as therefore proposed, if we cOllld n.,l get in wi lh tho 
1'a\0I\rite, to ClIt the privateer out. \Ve h,,)s: ·d out the gig, ~lId 
SPlit the iii st alld sccoud ]jelllell,,"ts tll make obsenatiolls, 
In the nH'an tllne \Ie got under weigh. \Ve hud not made mllcu 
progress, \\ hen we StlW them rcturnillg, wa\" ng their hats. \ \' (j 

, 110', got out all our s\\eeps, rcgulatl'd the strokes b) the drum, 
llnd sent the boats ahead to tow. vVhcn they came back, they 
~ainthey had seen her ta ken ab?ck, \' ith a priL6, \I hich she had 
lllade Dropped '1\lchor at one 1'. ~J. we ~alV two brigs under 
AllIlfic:an colours: at two commenced firing, "hen a L>13ck 
pri"ateer hoisted French colours "lid rtlurll~cI It: at t\l<llly 
millutes P",t t\\"o she Stl uck: \'. e boarded her; ancl the) called 
hI" tbe cloctor. L \las consequently Slllt on i.loa,cl, aud foulld 
SfveH killed, mcluding the car}tain, and t\\~"t)-four wound~d: 
lll(·i,· ckcks \\"ere so slippery with blo()d, tbat I could not stanq 
without holding by tbc ngglllg. Having ordered those ,'ho 
WHC dead to be tI,ro\\ n overboard, J -found an old man WIth Ins 
face entirely cut away, except the lower jaw; the ball had 'Jeft 
lI~itber c)es, Dose, nor cheeks! and \\here the septum of 'he 
nuse was, ! co~\ld see the braiil forcing a passnge. This poo~ 
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't)~Ject wns nevertheless continll~lIy swnllot1'ing his own bloor!, 
.tnd conghin;,;: Ihe French them,e"'£s, a' all act of humanity, 
threw h llil OVed)OHrri. Till captail' and t", 0 1)1<)re Welf' kill~d 
art"r they l,ad .ll'lId, ,," IlIg to titelr not beill<?; able to s(ol' tI,ei .. 
J))rn froUl jjl'ill;4. (JHP nl' ('Uf lWf~ke pound ~hots struck (HIe 

of I"' r gUlls; tIle shot spltt, killed the man at tbe "tllll, 
and another pil'ce \'~l1t throll:~h and tore IllS 11Ing~ out. I ~ot tilt ir 
tlt ll'!; I'OIl at I~;t II [l fr'lIn below; >llld [,etweell LIB, "0 dresser! the 
\ Y0t1!Hltrl. 'l'IILTe wws one man vvhose leg it '" as uecescmry to am­
plltHte; tit firellth surg:eoll begged to be allo\\'ed to .operate, but 
p erforl1led I", ta,k ill SUGh a shocking manner, I W'lS obliged to 
tUrI! Ill} back ()n him, The v"ssel proved to be the General 
n"'ncltarrl, cOl>mand"d by J. B, de I3rcux; funnelly go"ernor 
of Gorce, a man of grfat cOllrag9, aud much himcllteo by his own 
people, as ",ell as his enemie~, I took ")111" of the wOll1vk·o 
with me 011 board. The VC' " I \1;1S )' " , .. , " dulltagpcl both 
in Iter hull and riggill OY 1 r t'l' cOIl'l'l~nwut before tlie 1Icti>lu \I as 
]30 men, and 1() ,-,HI .:I of various calthrc. 'V" HOW ocnt the 
boMswaill with a gallg of haml. to splice und knl)t the rigging; 
mill the pUI,er "1' the river, to intorm thc settlers of her capture, 
und to procure some fresh bClf. ~rveral EII;;Ii, !rmeu carne all 
bnurtl With pre~ellt$, alld were hi;;;l1l)' rtjoiced at our SUCCL'S, 

On the pllrser's rl'lul'l1, he IIlfOrlllcri liS he had been a great 
distllll<:e up the r iver, and that the people behuved in a very liheral 
manner; they were highly delighted \I ith the new s, as were Ihe 
natives-ano stated, that wo might expect the next dn.v a large 
pady of gcntlemcn, who would bnn!; presellts of ltve stock of 
every denomi nation" ith them: uccmdin!:(ly "al-ly on tile follow­
ing 1llol'lling, sevNol boats came Iyilh diffcrent gentienwn (slwe­
fUelors') bringing gouts, cattle, ,heel', poultry, &c. &"', One 
of the company bl'Ouf!ht a vcr} handsome boy slave about ten 
;years old, '" a present to th" caplum, and to "hom we gave the 
" a'"c of.l nhn Favorite, A t the same tlln'! c~me a g~nerdl "f the 
lt illg of Ihnt countl'V, accompanied with a singing ;nan, B efore 
Ite \I,ll got lip Ille ,hip's side, he opened his pipes; and "hen 
on d('c~, seized the caplnill \lith bol- ballds, ano wHit ":Ieat la­
p ldity lind loudness of vo:ce bcgl11l his soug, 111 ",Inch I~e culled 
OVt'r the name~ ?f all the neighbouring ~ovcr~jglls; sn.ylng tlH::Y 
wI'n' great warnors, but tht' Eaglioh still ~reRI€I', ftnd enllin~ e~ch 
~lralO \Ilth " KlIlg G,'orgll hve for eVC'f I" Wherever th~ dp­
(alll went, be ",,,uld follow him, singlllg in hIS cabm, between 

.. Til .. ~i('rr,' J,cnl1f' colt1nv. thou~ll ("'(p,:",,,,sl~' ('st:lbh ... hcd ('"r t e abolition 
hf tht' ,Im-e truI1t.., hu", pn,duC'cd mUTtJ ol!\\c·factt.>t:. thnn ao,Y other set .. 
tlclu~nr, 

D .~ 
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derks-it was all oue. The captain tbinl"ing to stop him fr<1ll'l 
thus annoying him, made him a present of an umbrella; but this 
only increased h,s ardour, for he put it under his arm, strumming 
on it as if it were a guitar. At tbis time, we had Olll' prisoners 
all aft, with a netlinl;( separating them 1/0111 the qll:Il'!!'!' deck. 
They now took his attentio11; and he made the most horrid 
grimaces at them, with signs of' c~,tting their throats; drawing 
out his l,1ife, and singing; or rather vociferating all the time. 
"'e asked him to go below, and had some I ire boiled fo,' him, 
but he \\ould driuk nothing but sugar and water. He proceed~J 
to slllg as usual, to our great annoy,mce. Our purser at length 
gave him n prescnt of a French pistol; this not only increased 
the noise of the singl\1g man, but el'inently displcasen the 
general; and to pre"ent his chagrin, I was obliged to give him 
a pair of the purser's shoes. Every thiug was II0W settled ami­
cably; and they departed in high glee, often calling 011 board 
the pril"ateer. \Ve now found the Blallcllard hat! only the day 
before got her men from sla\'ery on shore ~ and the captain 
nobl\' declared he ,,"ould sooner be laken, thall h'3.e his men ill 
that situation: otherwise he wOllld undoubtenly have got 
away. The fact was, they \lent to Cllt Ollt an English trading 
brig up the river, but in their attempt, they \\ere taken by the 
natives; and the gentlemen \lith Illuch diiliculty smeu their lives. 
The river is sO extremely narrow, and lIood g"O\YS so close 
down to the edge, that volleys of lI1L1squetry could be poured on 
them without seeing whence the firillg came. We had at 
thIS time on board as passengers, Leutel1ant Odium of the 
African corps, allli his lady. I-Ie was the only pcrsoll wounded 
iu the aeliOH, and that slightly, the ball entering 1m shoe!; and 
bruising bis foot. \\ e had also one Loy e~trLUlcl,l' ill of a 
feve.'r. 

DecemLer '29th. This day the Arab joined us; and twenty­
four people now rdl ill of a fever. I call only account for this, 
by recollecting "hut happened on our going into t!IC river; from 
the time \\"e began pulllllg our sweeps, to the time \I e cOllllllenced 
;lction, we were cOllstantiy .. stirring up the lIIud. 

Om black pilot in his own idea was certainly a very great man.. 
He received llis money for piloting the ship over the bar; and 
then immedialely asked 1'01' his prize-money. He behal'ed ex­
traordinarily well during the actioll: be asked the captain li)f a 
musquet, which when given him he used like a hllsh-figbter, 
load 109 and firing with much ~apidity f,om behind the 
.foremast. 

"We r~turned over the Bar as we came, and anchon'd in Ihree 
aud half fathomo; water, Rio Pongos bearillg 1\. by E. t!II"~e or 
four leagues; ient fifty-four prisoners 011 board tbe Arab. Ou 
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tl ,e :.lOth we were busy in repairing our d~m,,~es, espe('iallv (ur 
driver-boom, through which a twelve po 11111 I shot ' ,,,.1 p"s"cd . 
At five 1'.1\1. we made sail for Gorce, having our plit~ in com­
pany . 

. J "nuary 3d. We unf0rtullate:iy t00k the po\vdcr out of our 
prize: and were informed by one of our people, that" hen th6 
captain was I..illed an oHicer \ras seen pulllll~ hi. hand8 in his 
pocket, and pulling out a halldf,d of 1n011ey. 'fhi, led to farther 
en~ui ri(,g; and we fouod they had sold a prize for bOO doubloons, 
which , ill ~carching, we f"und alllong the people . 

. M ollciay, Jalillary 6th, 1806. About six o'clod we cast off 
our pri~e, and ordered her to proceed on her \'o)"~e, Three 
'cssd.· now lIppeared X. E. of us: we \\I:IIt dowl1 to overhaul 
thun, thry standing towards us abuul half past eigh t. We fOlilid 
d iP) wcre FrCll(·h. '~e Ihpn immediatdy worc, the v t:lt~ed, 
:lOci cOlllmenced firing . Thclr force ccn,isted of one 7'h 1110 

1'1 igall's, and a hrig, TIll' 74 came up, and gave l" Ihree broad-
ides, ,,'< well :" the frJg"tc ; , "lie of " hith III fOlilid aft~rll ,,,ll. 

I'nd o:'xpl' IHled 1:>0 shot. \\ c cut "way our alld,or" but thi3 
made II,,' ship wor,('. J was ordered Lclow. Al tl"g mOUlcut 
\H' rc('eived a hrge .,hot from the cOl)lInoaol(' just on Ih,' quar­
l lf, wh:ch "as utaI' smkmg b~r, al;tl at half past devt-n, haviug no 
po.'~siLjllty of l'scaping hy resi~t;lI;; 10:1:.;('r, \\., ~lrlll'k. rrhc scellc 
Wl' 110W lIitlwsSI,d it is ",)t in the pO\ler of Illy I'lU to describe, 
The 1"11'",1' threw open Ihe siop-roolll, and ('\'cly mall 
Ill'il'l'd hiUlsdf to "hal dothes llC tho,t:, I )'Ilt 011 t\\O 

,,!llIrts. two pair of II' )\\'Sl'Tl::I, Hnct my best c1odH!s. 'The captain 
lied,"ed tlwy \\,,"ld 'Irip us; and Ill)' hoy put inlo " 1m!!: my 
t-llirts ani' a Ci\."iC of IIlstrulllcntq, ",hu.-h, L) goou furtl\ne, "eft! 
thmc !,rul'llle.! me i.y ~ir ~idllcy ~nllth, .IIld ,\I"ch I ",cd at 
the ~it:gl' of J\t'H' \\ Iv"n (,lllpJU.\(:d 011 !'IlIOn' \\ itlt 111m; he al ... o 
pllt up my ('ot, ill "hich he \\ rupt a tju·II'n.Inl. \\'hen tilt! 
bourded "" 1111 wxs III conrusion. Our eh, 't ' , hOlle,cr, IICI" 
onlt-reu on Ii'Tk; :Hili the OftilTI s (kd,,, cd Ihl'V ,hould be sa­
Crt'd, alld that nn plltnder ,hou!.1 fll' nllo\\(',1. ,,\, til m~ .... lf, I 
wa~ IJl'Il'lllptor'l:; ordt,rt'd inlo the I>o:!t; but n""''';''ll to tJ~e 
my cot and ba,'!. II ttl. mc, though I "a, Iwt pcrm" . d to ~d my 
dll"1 up from below. \\ hen I arnH'd 011 bo,IIJ the l'Ommo­
dore's sill!" he ord""ed me huck ac,:<ill to tak" care of the >ll'k .u,d 
"oHmkd , 1\1 whIch time tH)' C.:ill'::.t \\ a-, ~h)\'t' to 1,lt'elS, alld all 
the IIl,t,,"n@Ls and dOlhes stol.ll, t"" 11 nIl bn\-curtains. ,\ h" t 
they c(HIId not ta~c ,mal', thc), tnT<' to 1:'lC( sand th",w Olel­

hoard: In tI \lord, tlw plulI'kr "'IS~' 11('1:11. l\1r, Odium, IIhom 
1 haVl' llt'fUI'L' Illl'nlltlncd, and I,,, \I ,fr, WHe also pli laC:t d "hile 
Ere,cnt: tl", \l OlIIl'l1 they Idt \",h the \\(ltmdul ,,,,Ii ,il~, A 
.French ollie.'r, n Lieutenant de " DI»cau, 110\\ joined L,., who 
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paid some little attention to our wants : he was, indeed, II !nt, 
mane man. During the course of this da), no provision was 
thought uf; and from the wOlnen nothing "OS heard but sighs 
~nu moans. The French captain desired us to sleep in the 
cabin , r nd a sentry was placed [ 0 spe the men din not plunder us. 
The sentries were, howe\ cr, as barl as the rest ; >0 \\ e had no 
chance of keeping what little \Ie had remaining. They" ere not 
cont. lit \I ith \I hat tbey eQuId get from us, but bro1.c open ~Iso 
tll e " omen's chests, and stole chemise, and even other article 
of their paraphcmalia. J\t night [ chanced to ~k'(p near our 
captaill's II me-bin, ami COHld not refrain from so good an op!'or­
tumty of pJOcuring refre"hmcnt. \\' e broached and drank til 0 

hotcles; being vel)' carefu l hO"'e\w, that the sen try 
sht,uld Dot see us. It was du ring this time thut the sentries 
"ptned the lad."'~ che.:s and stole her clothes. I had a 
b oy III mv list e~lretllely ilr, named Corbet, whom dln'­
ing the chace we had laId helow. ll e was, after our being 
boarded, cOllti\luall~ run owr by the F renchmm; for they having 
S" Ortl to 'tnb any olle who should oppose them, llone dared to 
}mt th<lltselvfs itt thei r "ay. In consequence of this treatment, 
the blood gushed out of his no~e and eyes: the poor lad lingered 
1\ few days and diC'd. As ~oon a he had breathed his I".t, 
tbey bUltdlcd him, hammock, hedding, alld all, into he sea, li ~e 
u. dog, wIth "lut funeral service, or any other cereulony. 

Tire llex t day [ arranged Illy sick, and the \\'ounrled French­
melt of the pril'ateer, I \l as ordered to place the French and 
Spaniards aft, the Englihh forward, but nCI'cr coulrl get all)' \I ltIe 
for them, though the officers had taken posse.sion of all C"ptam 
Davies's and OUt.'s, of "hieh there was a vc-ry l arg~ olock. Olte 
of O\lr m(,n, named Francisco, a Portuguese, immediately ('n­
tered the French se.vice, and became the commissary's slCward, 
s nd through his means our people had as mueh to cat ann to 
drink as they pleased; nor r1lrl they e\'er abuse the favour . This 
illdulgeltc~ was far from the case with our IWor fellows in ti,e 
other shIps, who were a:\o"ed three half pints of w<lter a day, 
a very short quantity Ct)1lsidering the int~nse heat of the climate; 
they had ak;Q a large ~poonful of braltdy in the Illorning, olle at 
noolt, and a third at nig;ht, and numbers of th~se ultfortunate m('11 
sold the small remains of theit:. clothes 10 procure provisions. 
As to myself, I catHy,t complain of Illy treatment, The ollly 
thing "hich distluSted IIle was the sighs and moans of the lady, 
'who, though treated with the zrca'test respect by every officer on 
board, never ceased, and Iwr complaints at last became really 
troublesome. While we "ere witlt tit m we continued running 
to the southward, and they talked of going to Sien a Leone; 
,bllt all the English on board every "hip gave ~uch all acco~lUt.·of 
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I It! strengll" tha t they deterrll incd to reli llquish their proj ec t. Thero 
wa~ no o lde r, o r any ar pan'll l Idea 01 relIgIOn [lIllolIg them. 
'\\ hen lhey heard of L ord l\elson's vIcto ry, the paper was senl 
to every blJip: a stated that th ~1 e WU~ only fuu r sail of .Frcnch 
shil" w illch col\ ld be oj' any service to the EnglislJ, the re,l were 
::'pamards 'i hen the deluded Freneilllll'1l beard thIS, they 
pulled ofl' theI r C<lp" a lld huaa'd ., I h'e I'Emprrelll''''','' tI ll the 
d~ds cdlOed wllh thclr ,hullts. 1'1",y boaslld IlIghly of thei r 
j:o ll tincnta l ,'ictOfic~, uu l allowed the .En;;llsh to be ti'elr masters 
011 tl", ()('eall, 

Nothlll!( p.JTticuh" hnppencrl till the !2Qd of Jalll1ary. When 
we madl' C"l'~ M OUll t, tlte commodore 'til t t\lO ship" rOllnd 11 \ 
81ll'h a 11I'I,wer thut it \IUS illlpossibic allY thll\g shollid c,cape. 
'J 'hf'rc \I (fl , lOl1r ves"c ls 111 tIle hay, three AmerIca" a"d all u"for­
tllll:ol ... J ,,"erpool sl"v" bl ig, \1 hlch tircd ngull ; and Oil the lirellc h 
com m f)liol t! hau hH~ down En~ltsb :1nd hoist illg illS 0\\ n cui ours, 
Nhe Slnll k, Her name was the Trio. The lemale s,"v~s 0 11 

bll~rd her l1lC) sold to the l\mericll1H, anti the llIale olles they eli­
Vltlt 'n Ull101l~ theIr OWIl ships. Thr ti,st itt'1I11'I",nt wellt on shore 
1m tht, 'I ric>', uoat, which "'~. at tirst I',' fll,cd hilll by Kill" Peter 
CUrt nit who thus rca-.olled \\ Ith him: "' ~l1rp\lSt.·lllO give il you, 
hoI\' JIlIl ::,'" It? )01l1l0 I"",,, It," nllt \\ h"11 he IVlInd Ill: 'I'" En­
/oih.h, tJ,<, pr lll ce M'nt onkrs to IwvP 11 1;1\ t'll up tll 111111, It \I '" hId 
+J.nHm~ 1h bllshl'~ lip a sllIall UIIll 0' lhe Jl\Cl', over "hu,1t the 
lllalldlllt,1l trc '~ 111adl a cuntpletc ("o'er; and as he could Ilave 
hr\lllght 1000 111111 with lire-:l1"" IIItO Ih., bll,hes, I'"uld tht>\, h.,e 
found it, It would hnv(' been \lUpUS Iblt' to slI (,Ct't:'d HI earr)JlJg It 

II\\'U} , ' I'he lir,t nHlle 01 the Trill m'nt \\ 11h uur officc'f, and 
1I,kcdJu('k, th, P"IlI1""lIItstpr, ,f he hacll1othlll~ \O.IJ'III/. "Y~s;' 
5:o"l lw; .. IU'I J.. III that bos:" III 1I IIldl "pp,'al'ld, as they Slip,' 
)111 cd, u kid, of ,,!lich th~y [1le 'cry hl'arty, allti w"shcn It do\\ n 
"jth lIalle uranth-. ,\her "h'eh Jack nsk~d, "\ihat '011 cat?" 
'l'hl'\' gillS I,d J.."I, t l~ ,,,,I, •• i ,,; It be "(l~'. ~ I'e scc JOU 
,:ommg:. Ilt.' Uo ~1(1. 110 fln\'h" no Il()lhlll~ out poor dog. \"ou 
;\,k IIlC tu ,alll ;\ lc .111 dt';': :lIld rO:lst .lng, \ nu no )ik~ dog; 
\ ou SId" YUII \.\In mort than me," 1\t thiS tlwy could not 
Jwl p lou:.\lung; and th,')' cieri" It d it ,ras e~trt'lIldy !'110d, Tlwy 
~tupl'etl "II "",hl, but cQtlid not "11'1'1' fc'r the tilth; "nd Lieu­
tl.::uant '\\I!'<ion~, ttl the mornlJl~t came dowll to tilt> bt'ilt:h. 110 
" .l~ H'ry ~llOI1 Join('d h~' tho ~)~Il~~ "ho. dunn~ tllt' 11Ight, \\:1svt.'ry 
\lU 'as}1 l'h.Ul6,l·d hiS drnis f(lUI or tin' ltme:--, ami app~aH'.i very 
jealous. In the 1ll0HlIIIg the) returned. lldol(' \\C tuuk tlw 

* \lh'l' tbe pt1111 hmrnt, thl"' ptllW hn)'<=1 'Hand w\th their trow""cr' dov'lD,t 
allll nr oWtbC'\1 to CI'} out, " J ~ c: Il;'II~ar." 
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Trin, we ,,'cce extremely fearful the commonore would put hi~ • 
threat in executibn of I"odin~ our poor unfortunate men on the 
Amcan shore, and ta~e the officers " ith him: had thIs been the 
c~se, H'rv fe,,' wou,d ha"e ]i,'cd to return to their llali,c country. 
How plca,lIlg then mu~t have been tilL' sound. "(,ct all )our 
things on deck to go on board the fl~~ of truce;" for we found 
the, had converted the Trio into a c.'rtel, E,'cn :hing was on 
ae~k in an installt: and a smile and colonr bro~e ionh i'rom the 
pallid cheeks of my poor convalescents , We no\\' thougllt all fur~ 
ther plunder at an end. but soon found we "ere mistaken: e,ery 
man's halllmock was again <earcbed by the commissary and another 
French marauder, "ho had becn prize-master of the schotilncr 
from whit!, IIIr. Butterfield escaped. They took from each their 
tob'\cc'o pouches, kmves, needles, alld every article they conld 
nne!. exccpt l;a rely· the suit they had on, and their beds: the,two 
forlller altlcles, in particular, are really a serious loss to a sailor, 
:Fro n ttly servant they took his bed and some Spirits which he 
had mana2ed to save from his scanty allowance. They \\crt' 
th('o proceeding to the quarter-deck; but the eapta in, tired of 
their d~prcdations, declared we should not aga in be plund~red. 
III' said, he was asha1lled of the commissary'" behaviour, sayi ng, 
he used us \\orse than we should hu\'e heen by a privateer or pi. 
rate, At last, towards the e,'enlllg, \\e jo}fullv em barked, and 
got on boa I rl the cartel: our sensatibns, on lllecung together once 
more, HI'e not to be de~cnbed, Soon after the .. :aptain came on 
board: ann we got under weigh, as did the French squadron. 
'We COUld not hel p looking after the J:<'avourite: and could not 
persuade ourselves \Ie wcre clear of the enemy till they were out 
of ,i~ht. During the time I was pnsoncr In Ill,V own ship, 1 
could not help obs" viug the amazing difference between hcr 
sitlntinll thell and \\ hel] mallned by 13riti h sailors, in point of 
discipline and alacrity, as well as seam3lhlllp. They were very 
gbd, \\ hen it blew a little freshe r than ordinary, to get my boy to 
stmld at the helm; so igllorant were they, in genera l, of lIavul 
tactics, Ever)' thing of \\ hich they did not comprehend the use 
they threw overboard, without consultlllg their ollicer, to whom 
they shewed no re~pect. They dined on the quarter-deck, \\ hich 
is sacred to the officers in our service; and tbey spoke to their 
6upenor~ as if they bad been equals. Very few of them bad any 
b eds till they came on board; ancl they ~lVarmed with vennilJ, 
which we of COUl'se could not help sharing with tbem, Tho 
gUll-room was entirely deserted, as all the officers messed witll 
the captain in the cabin, At the timc wc were ta~en, we bad a 
great qllal1tity of live stock (a vcry pleasing surprise for mon· 
sieu ii '"ld the greater part they divided among them, Such also. 
was their voraciousllcss, that I was obliged to assi~t my nc~ 
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m ess-mates to hide some, ns well as \line, butter, cheese, &c. 
or they \, ould have le rt us entirely 'I'ithout these necessary ar­
tick~. 1 had, however, no fau lt to fine! \Iith the captaJII, ex­
cepting not allowing wine for the sick. Ai> to myself, 1 had his 
confidence ; and sat down to a good \able with him, while my 
shipmates in the oth er vessel, were alillost ~tarvmg. The only 
trouble 1 had was to settle little disputes beLlVeell them and Ihe 
lady: she thollght she had a right to take her own things; a little 
bread and butler, for instance, between her meals. The) thought 
th e contra ry: and simple as th is was, it occasione(] continual 
discord; the com missary runn:ng with complaints against her to 
the captai n ; she, at the same time, being continually peevish and 
cross, from the various losses they had sustained. 

I mllst now continue my narrative from the Trio cartel. The 
French commodore gave us five days provi,ion for HiO men to 
go to Sierra Leonc. Iksides the Favollrite's crew, thf'fe were 
the 'frio's, ami ltobert's of Liverpool; I1 ero's of (;la~gow; 
I"lora's from London; and Belle's fr"m Greenock. From the 
calms abou L the [Jallnna and Turtle Islands, II e \lere detained 
eight days, and of course short of proviSion and water. 

J anuary'2.Uh. Cape :Monnt bore E. S. E. distant live lengues. 
A t Jive P. M. the commodore orrlered all the British subject. 
into the Trio. We IIei:.;hcd and made sail, the \\ind \\'.~. \Y. 
to N, E. fine clear wt!ather. 

J unn8ly'2.>th. SOIlW of the sailors belonging to the mer· 
c1UlUtIJWIl became lIlutinolls; su pposing, as they were in a cartel, 
I100lle had any command over them; the consequence wa" that 
all hnnds were called, the captain read the artides of \\31' to 
them, pointed ont the ill consequences of want of ord!'r and re­
gulaLion, ami the necessity of subordlllHtioll; oLhem ise the na­
vigation of tillS small vessel, with '0 many mell, \lulIld be dan­
il:"fOUS, as the pnsgnge was long and tedious to En~land. 11 " 
t},('1l impressed on each of the backs of the mutineers three 
soullll doten each, after which they were p'>rfectly ouedient to 
order. 

J 'lIIunry'lith. Wind vllriable, lnt. iO :l0'. Light airs occa­
.ionully , and Iyin~ at 11nchor during part of the time. On IllU.,... 

tcnng the compan)', \Ie found in all 1(j0 of liS, ollicers iu· 
eluded 

J llnuary'28th. Wind W. N. W. to . N . \Y. land e\tenditt!; 
from .-E. to E. N. E. lat. 7° .. 6' N. \\ e anchored otl Saiut 
Am",' •. At si, A, M. \\eighed, but were obligl·d to be to\\cd 
by our bO'ltS . 

. J nullan '2!Hh, 30th, 31st. Wind". '. ". to ~.:-I. E. lat. 
sl'ILsIH I:\.) '" 
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as yesterday. Extreme of Idl1(1 N. E. sevel' or eight miles .. 
'" eighed and anchored, the Turtlc Islands in sight. 

Salurday, Febrnary lsI". Fealing the 'lind would fllil, I was 
sent ill the jolly-boat from the FaIst' Cape to Sierra L~one, with 
" letter to the gm'en,or to illrc>rm him of the loss or the Fa­
vourite. A breeze springillg up, she arrived therc beror" me, but 
could not get ashore until I had delivered the letter. ,r e found 
at anchor '!Jere, the Anderwn, who !ired all evening gun, which 
made us mistake her for a Illan of war, The " 'hole or the iuhn.­
bitants WEre extremely sorry for us; I gave the men something to 
(it ink, and then drlivercd Illy letteT; on \\ hich thP. gOl"ernor po­
litel\' asked me to his table. \YhIle I staid there, the brig came 
to an anchor off Free-town: and then the captain came on shore, 
and we all supped at ,ZI1rs. :::>mall's, by whom we were most 
lindl), treated, which was the more acceptable, as for some time 
we had bcen on short "I!o\yunce. 

Monday, F"bruary jd. Light breezes and cloudy, "ind still 
\·ariaule. \rellt on board the Anderson, unci saw a Chimpanzce; 
his face is halJ, as are his hands and feet; his arms are \ ery 
JOlt;, altd when he walks on all fOllrs, he appears like the well­
lllown beggar in Lonnoll who Itas lost both lIis legs ; his 
hody is covered with long lJhck hail', and he is cOlltmually cling­
ing round anyone who notices him. A t night, \\ hen any of tlte 
female slaves leave a part of their clothe, about, he hunts for them 
to make his bed. This was the tirst timc 1 had been on board of a 
slave ship; but I must declare, tl,"t the sla\'es all appeared 
happy; she was in excellent order, which redollnded to the 
honour of the captain. Tltue \lcre also on board a young alii .. 
gator, two porcupines, and a crown-bird. Captain D- SCllt 

for" small slave boy, named John Favourite, which was gtven 
him by a gentleman of Hio POt~os; but tl,,· captain of the slave 
ship declared he \\ould keep him for himself. When \Ie were 
taken, the second captain of the Hcgulus thought of keeping the 
boy, and had his ears bored, put a necklace on him, and had a 
bed made up for him in his cabin; but the commander insisted 
on his returning him: 1I0t so \\ itlt our wint'. They took of pri­
vate property from 'the captain, two pipe, of Port, and several of 
lI-ladeira; fro m myself a quarter-cask, and anothcl from (he iirst 
and second Iieutcuauts, hut had the generasi!!! to restore the 
captain six bottles, . 

Tuesnay, Februury 4th. Early in the morning I set off with 
Capt. Davie and tbe gell tl emen of Ballce's Island in their barge 
to that place. As we were rather late for the tide, \I estopped 
at Tasso Islano; there I saw another alligator rather longer than 
the one before spoken of, and a large species of eagle, This 



A,eO-OUNT OF DANCE'S ISLAN D. 35 

,sklnd is covered" ith cotton, palms, and pine apples. A grea t 
num l)cr o r the slaves here had ulccmled legs ns well as the cra\\'­
craws. [ saw a small th in !!irl, not more than twe lve years of 
age, wlw had a very ulle young child; there 1 also saw a Lean­
ti fulli tt ~ e animal of the deer kind. It is common here, thouglT 
:M ... 13rowH, the governor of Bance's I . land, has prohibited their 
being shot. \ 'te refreshed ourselves with some Lreael, cheese, 
ami porter, :tnd then crossed over to llallcc's Island; "hich, 
th ough very small, h as a most del ightfttl ap pearmlcP at a little 
di ,tance; it resemblcs n strong fort; they have a goo(1 batt,'ry, 
and tbe h uildiugs nre largc ancl commodiotts, with n gnll' ry to 
walk all ronnel. The pnuhc dinmg rOulll "here the} all meet, is 
of a comidl'ra !.tl e size. 'l,:he pr",.<e nt sla\'e·yard is ill aJaptpd, 
,md the ho nscq arc mean and dil ty, but th, re i. a new olle huilrl_ 
ing on a new pIau. The town is large In proportion lo tbe i"lalld, 
and every thing is conrluctcrl in the 1ll0"t orderly lIIallncr; the)' 
h ave a Furnace here for heating shot red Itot. but th,'rc is olle 
practice which Illust be considered as wry otJll(lxiouq; I meall 
the burying of the dead on so small an islalld. I could discover 
an offen,ivc effluvium from the burJill~ grounds. I t i. to be 
hoped, that the governor Or the merchallls, to "hom this dllty 
ltclongs, will , fol' the future. order the borlies at (J()J ee, to be 
sent to the Continent or rrasso, and not endanger the lin's of 
surh n nU m l)N of persons, by so shocki ng a custom. 

Every ~entlemall here has his blad wi le, and till' usual nwde 
of 1\mrr}lOg is as follo\\',: \I' hen a g,r1 is marll 'lgt'a hl", the 
mothcl' looks out for a husband, \\ ho, if "pprrHed of. IIllbt send 
t he fo ll owi ng articles, 'It. nile fathom of cloth, a jar contailllllg 
three gallons or 'pirits, and rour or six l,antis ul tobac"o; they 
th l'n bring the girl, and she pull. off her ping or !.toddlcl, i'ut~ 
on the doth, and thn.t moment COlnnll'nre~ a \,"'oman. lI tll 'C 

t li t,\, haH' a common manner, when thl'\' mean to exprr!1ii them­
~d\t·~ dl'ltctltl'l) rl'sp~rtillg the lo..,~ t)i thl'ir \lrgillitv, of !'ia\mg, 
ht' was lIlt' mun who put a d\)th on me 'I'Le pll!~ 1::1 a WIITO\v 

slip of cloth, three fing:t'lS \11 lJre:.loth, \\ hir1J \HlI~ a \'Ir~m wcrlr .... ; 
yet with tillS sUl1ple co\'cnng, th"y an' far ItlOre IIIUU"st than 
th" girl, of Europe. 

Ical' th" "Ianrl i, another, named Bob', 1,1'111<1. To this 
pluct,\ all lht~ widows are removed, ",ht're tl!pv are tal\fll g:reut 
cnlc 01'. mu.l provlfkdwith p\'ery n'\itl1~itf of hrt~, It 1.!"Iy thcre­
fOil' be mure I'rnpl'r1y termed \\ ,ti "W lsl .l'lrl., In the ,.ainy 
seasl)t~. llwrc arc at" ;,J,"~ a I~rg:u l]lUHtlty o~ alll'~atol ~ alll\JII~ 
tllt:~c lsland~ ~ ;,md at n hnnt-hulIs(', du~(' tn the tort, (11\ P !I\ee'-. 
hl.ltd. Olll' callle lIllLl t"o~ ,1\,,1\ a hbck bny in rr~s"II' "I'" 
number of 1"'r80u" "ho could I' .. ndl r hUll no assistuncl'. 0" the 

L~ 
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first fall of his upper-jaw. the blood gushed out at the b~}'; 
nose,. mouth, ami eyes. The one [ saw at Tn ;0, would make 
a spring at a stick, and if he missed it, his jaws ga'·e a loud 
snap. The teeth are extremely sharp and pointed, and taud 
'It some distance from each other. The captain held :l stick to 
h im with a brass fel ule, which he marked wi th his teeth, and 
shook violently. 

The large breasts of the black wom\!n, are, generally speak i n~, 
.o,,·ing to their hard labour, as they always bea t the rice, and do 
all kinds of drlJdgery; the men only hunting or Ulaking instru­
ments of war. During the time I was here, the slaves worked 
extremely hard, beating rice for our passage, &c. One hand­
some girl, "hose lneast, before she began, were rO llnd and 
prom:nent, in two or three days, by the continual jarring, began 
vi sibly to fall. She was con,cious of this herself, and \\'o~dd 
frequently look llt them, lift them up and sigh. Frolll thi~ cir ­
cnlll~f'lnce, 1 hare seen young women, whose breast \\ ere' en­
ti rel) liabuy, appc~l ing only like a large pendulous piece of .kin, 
It is therefore 0" IIlg to their little nourishm ent and the hard la_ 
bour "hich they endure, that we may ascribe the difl'erence be­
t" een the African and European women in this pa rti cular. 

1 have mentioned already, that the la\\s of adultery among 
(hem are very severe. A man was caught in bed with one of the 
k ing's wives, and 1'111'. B. was, in consequence, ol,hged to send 
him in the Anderson to be sold. As tu the wom,Ul, she being 
the daughter of a king, was only punished by being sent home to 
J)er friends. ' 

Every night the native men begin their dances, \I hich are very 
laboriolls; they take hold of bands and dance about to the sonnd 
of their drum; "hile,each pair, alternately, throw their right and 
left lell: o,'er the other, and when this is dune, they then throw 
over the left ancl right. Another dance is something like that in 
Goree ;-they have also aD obscene dance, from tire dL'scriptlOll 
of "hid>, 1)0 satisfaction could be derived. These people, aU 
pf whose dress consists of a small piece of cloth round the waist, 
are very sa,ing, and often return to their own country" Itll great 
riches, but their king generally compels thGm to make OHf to 
him the Lest part, ami if they hide it, and will not confess" here, 
they are roast~d over a slow tire. They carry their dead 011 a bier, 
with a fine piece of cloth or chintz o"er it. When they come to 
the ground they make a halt, place it in the ea rth head down­
\lard in a perpendicular dir~ction, and tben fill liP the ground 
\\ ith stapes, ol'er" hich they place half of the canoe belonging to 
the deceaseq. During rlly stay at this island, I was sent for 011 

board a brig by ~n American gentleman who was sick. JlrQlI\ 
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],;$ O\n1 chest I gave hi m nothing more than a .imple cathartic, 
~nd retired. W hen I returned to :::iierra L eone, Il1'a. not a little 
~u l prized at receiv ing tile folloll'ing letter: 

Dallce Island, Febrllar!J 8, 1806. 
it ~I Y DEAR SIG, 

" Your departure b eing sudden and unexpecten, I 
lwrl no oPl'ortulllty to tak" Ill)" leave. Permit me to r(,qnest 
YOllr acceplance of tell rlollars: 110 t as a fcc worthy of ),onr no­
t ice, but n, <Ill eafllest of my respect for jour supenor abilities. 
PleaS(' to hvollr lilt' wilh )OllT addf(·.~s, and pe'l1lit me to assure 
you, lI",tlt" ill c'e r givp me a seu'lhle pleasure to serve you to 
tile utmost of 111." poor abIlities. \ \ishiug )OU an agrc. aole p"S­

.age and a safe arrival to YOllr native soli, 1 beg kave to sub­
Bcribe lJl)self, Illy tkar Sir, 

1\1051 affectionately yours, 

l\IAHT1N BENSO~." 

) should not do justire to the merits \,f the gO"ernor, "cre I to 
pa,", O\'tr in silence his I'0htptlt>s. and gellerosity towards us. 
li e 5('llt the rollow"'~ letter, Imltrng us to his table dUrJn~ our 
£ta", \\ hieh I "III illllud" on the rt'UCkr; and, at the same urne, 
gent u:s pn:sl'llb of \\ inc, spirits, &c. 

" Fort Thomlol1, }~·b. I, 1806. 
" Actin~ G()wrnor L"dl,)\\ pre,cllt. romplimellts to tlle 

jl:un room otliCNS of hi, ;\Ia.ie"t~'s lat".loor Fa'onnte, and bopes 
that IIntll'r thell' rresent untl>rtullatc t'Hl'lllllstallces, th".' will 
('oltsHler his ta"Ic os their o\ln daih, \\ hrlc ol)li~cd to remain 
tl",,,,. I t WIlli", hi, ~Ieatest pleasule to lessell'the difficulties 
of th"lr Slt'latlDIl ill CWI) other Ic>pect as rar as the state of the 
co loll), \1111 lIllll11t." 

Free·lIm n i· laid ont vNy rei'nlar; whatever wind may blow 
the illhOJbit.mts aI'(' ~lIl'e to have 110 oh . ..;trurtlOn from it ~ the 
hllll"'s ,,,,d hnts art' hurlt (If \lood Ill' mud, and \\dl thatch I'd "ith 
~tra\\, pn~jfcllll~ SDmt di ... tance from the wall) and rai,ed above 
it In admit flct' air JIl tltp rainy ~ea1"on. 'fhlS thatch i~ aJwaJ~ 
fl'IH.'\H'd OI11'(' a }rur, alld thl.'S pron's . ..;, at the ~aflle tlllle, des­
Iro\s the \\ IlItl' I at \\ Illch hal bOllls ill It. Each bOllc h"" a 
~l1lall gnrdt.'n at Its back; COlltnmlll~ orang-f' plaut.ltlOns, paw pa" • 
. 11'1'''"', 1'''l'l'l'r, ~i\lecr, ~·c. &c. but their larger plantatious ale at 
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some distance from the town. The'pleasantest and mo,t com­
mon nut here, and ,yliich is found in great quantities, is the 
ground llut, a pound of which is worth about twopence: they boil 
and dry them before th ey expose them for sale. There i, a good 
hospital here; and while 1 remained it had only one surgeon, 
who, though he pays the greatest attention, is nl' l able to do jus­
tice to the great number of inhabitants. As to the schools, I 
fear they will be of little utIlity, uliless good masters "ith liberal 
:;alaries are sellt out. 

,Most of the inhabitllllts are methodists; and on a Sunday not 
only the black men preacll, but the WOll'ell also. }'or the ~llIall­
ness of the place, there are more public houses by far, than in 
any town I ever saw in Eng!and, It has a nw) or, alderman, 
sheriff, and common council, and is govertled by the salllP laws 
as England. Over the stocks is the pillory, which is different 
from ours, in being placet! horizontally, Their greate t enemies 
are the Timmanees; "ilh ",hom they IlU"e had severa l wars. 
Their own people, the American blacks, rebelled some years 
ago: but were reduced by the accidental landing of the Maroous 
just in the critical moment, The latter are a br,l"e set of men, 
"ho well deserve every encouragement of the settlers. Two of 
the riO!1.leaders in this rebelliou were I ried, condemned, and exe­
cuted, ~ So suddenly was the attack of the Timmaneee, who at 
this time were to have been joined hy the above mentioned 
rebels, that they had nearly carried the settlen cnt, having 
actually got among the houses. 1"1 r, Ludlow the acting go­
vernor, to "holll we were much obliged both before and after 
our capture, related the following anecdote. One of king Tom's 
wi,'es had a grisgris, made by one of their magicwns: she was 
to hold two bottles of ,,'ater in her hand,; and was to dance in 
the front, alld to sprinkle the "ater abollt: this charm was to 
damp our powder, She tried this experiment, unul a shot 
broke her arm: "hen she let fall the bottles, and ran screaming 
away. After the action, on >lsking some of the prisoners what 
they thought of our manner of attack, they answered, "Y GU,. 

dOll't fight like men, fire and have done, but you poke 'em, poke 
'em," alluding to tbe charge with the bayonet. As to the Ame­
rican settlers, they have not nor eyer will forget the shock they 
felt on the landing of the 1\J al'oons; their savage warlike appear­
ance struck them with dismay: even the girls call ~ill scarcely 
speak to each other with common civility. In the Maroon girl 
you evidently see the consciousness of freedom, while the un­
fortullate American, in her lllind, feels yet the lash of an unfeeling 
master. The character of the latter is liberal and profuse, 
"hile the 1\1aroon is saving even to parsimoll) : these may be 
called the permanent settlers of ::;iierra Leone. 
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A n un fortunate :Maroon woman lost her husbnnd by the blJrStlng 
o f a shell ; for some time a smail pension was nilo" ed, but of· 
la te it has been stopped: for what reason 1 could not learn. The 
governor ought to be particular in seeing the widows and children 
of those wl.o fall in defence of the colony pro\"ided for, and not 
left to want and misery; subject to every insult without power of 
retribution. What a heart-fel t satisfaction must It be to see at 
the widow's feast, the poor as ,,"cll as the nch ! 

T he fo ll owing nnnua l custom prevails here. The rich \\"i­
dows onCe a year meet and give a gl'eat dinner, in the field, with 
porter and \,ine, to the governors; each one cooking and pro­
viding n cert."lin number of disbes. The feaM ends with theIr 
uwal favorite diversions of country dances, ill which some of 
them excel; and the unfortunate Yarico I before mentioned is 
au illl.;tance. 

All the natives I have yct seen have peculiar marks on their 
bodies, both men and women; the latter ill general have very 
large ones on their shoulders, and sometimes on the abdomen, 
in the forlll of stars and other fi gures: these nppear to be made 
witlt a sharp instrument, and the wounds kept open until an 
excrescence arises, which they suffer to s~in over, thereby giving 
a promincnce to each incision. III some of tllem, one side of 
the back is entirely covered with these marks; therefore !lie 
pain they muot endure for this addition of beauty, as they deem 
it, Illust be very great. As to their hair, they nre rar more 
cunous than any ladies in Europe, having it plaited in the 
1Il0st curialiS nllli pleasing forms; and to have tbis operation per­
formed, they will lay patiently clown during sevcral hours; nor 
do they wallt combs to grace it. Their teeth are beautifully 
"hite; they constantly lise a smull bit of stick to clean them; 
and '0 much arc they in the habit of keeping th elll so, that a 
Gorce lady (all such ludies sprin~ from the natives) in cOUlmon 
~OllVerslltlOn, is continually rubhing them. The palm-tree is 
lu:'n~ ont; uf the greatest ble:-s~in~s, prOdUl:l11g oil and wine: with 
the former they rub themschls nil on'r; ,,"d it likewise serves. 
them for sauce. as they eat it alnl\lot "ith e\cry thing.-The 
winl' 1 have before mt'ntioned. I' III>t at "II lIngratl'ful, and its 
deq> yello\\ gives a rich "ppe.mllle.· to the dish, They havc one 
,I ish peculJar to them, as 1 hd,cve all natIOns have: tbis they 
"all pulnvcr sauce; it is composed of ro)",18, okwed rice, palm 
oil, and Cayenne pl"('pcr, \\ Ilh ",Illch thl' whole is so highly 
se",oUld, tlmt few Europ~an, can s",al!.,,\" it. This dish the 
lalhl's frequently ma"c for their hu,b,llllis against their retUnl . 

The word bll .1, very COlllmon among them; indeed they 
llre .0 parlloi to It, the) use it on nil occasions. If they IYant t" 
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business with sufficient attenti on, been deemed a traffic barbarnllS 
a~ inh uman. To all appearallce it certainly is _0; hnt it should 
be considcred thcv al'e , la\·es to tll'lse at the head of their own 
country; lIay, multitudes of them h,'rJl so. It is a fac t, that by 
them they are barbarously used, and almost starved, and arc in 
r,cncral rej oiced whell lh~.v get on board as slaves to Europrnns. 
fhe various reports of their barbarous tlTatment in our ('nl"ni es, 
by th o~e who have been there, are, except in a fe\V instances, 
contradicted v, ilb undeniable evidence. Bt',ides, if tl.e EI, ,~I,"h 
did not take tlll'm, which, it is to be regretted, thn no IOIl!.!.cr 
dare to tin, there arc plenty of vcs,els from various BallOns 
W110 \\I')uld 11IotlOpolize the \I hole, awl sell thrm at a lIluch 
higher rate. ,'nme kin~'~J it i" trtlf', go to \\'ar Cor st,nes; but 
Ihi" I am :Ipt 10 thillk, is, whell th(,y arll ~addled II ill, (I"ot. 
That tllt'l'e is kidnapping ,,\so, ,))("l br allowed. On the coast 
it f"l''lueully falls Oil Ihe head of the l-i,hmpp,'l's. A Ill :'" wi •. lay 
ill wait until h., can seile a boy 01' girl II ho IS I'l'ime, th.1! is. four 
feet four inches lll~h; this he lmrrics dOli lito a hwtor or ,hip, and 
sc'lIs. With the pl'OrillcC of his \ illainy, he goes illtn tl,.. COUlltry 
and purchases more 1:iltl\"(~s; tllt'!,c he sclls mram, and g(le-.; Oil 

tradill'; uutll he brIllgs a striug 6f them. By II", tillie, th" ne­
groes have perhaps fOllBd out II ho slole theil .-\,,1.1; the), then 
lay ill wait 101' him, seIze hlln ulld all hi,< Ill'wl) ,ll.'l'"red, slaves, 
and lclul",te by .elling the "hoi". !II... Wilson dcdal'cs he has 
frcqllclllly bou:;llt the sl,nes and the klein"!,pcr in tin" way. 

Al l the rit:hes of the negl'o kill'" COlls"t iu slaves, ovcr whom 
thl') haH' P0I'!'1' of life aud dt·ath. 111 the way of bUl gaining or 
("OlnmOIl ('oll\'t'I'SatJofl, it IS ctl~tonml')' tr. SlIY, It is wurth ~o 
111:11).'" ~Ia"t·s, 0 )' such a mle owes Illl' ~o milllY slav~·\i. 'rnus, by 
the slay!' tralit-, lh(IIi'<lIlOS '" ~ t .. l~ll fmJ}l real ,,"ti abject >1:l<'en, 
to a thm;.ttc (':ongellwi to tht..'IlI, t'ltlligh a si!.!,h may HII"iC for th~ 
]O~~ of tlwil' cOlllllry, and thi ... most C('rtBlidy IWppCIJ". but as 
frl'qu"ntly f"om a ddtt'I'"m cau,p. IlId~.'d th.) call1]ot lh.\e an 
itlla lhnt ~Oll wI'uld uS(' tb"n so \\<,11, ultldy to rh"n~t! th ir 
l11l.l"tcls, hut Ofll'1l Ihillk, tilt v au' falkld' I)· to ue ( llt 11. ro 
cotl\'ill'c the III of tllt..l!' ml"':!.~l~, "hen a ~Ia~e dle~, lla) !1rc all 
called {lll oed\. to S\'C I lin tlllo, 11 (lYl'l"bt"nd ~ and \\bt..'1\ OIH."t.' a:-.­
~\tH'd thut \\c an' not UlIlllih .. !l ... , th 'II' gnnd hUllIOII!" 'ttlllll'", ~j)d 
ttl\)" arc kl~O\\"11 ~(llllctillll~ tu t "'prl'::'s ,l \\1' .. 11 1'\'1' till' .... :'Ij) to s:Jd. 
1 tim t'l rt:lll\ the Idl':} of the appllcatioll of J \\ h'1" wil\. t \ m:1I1)", 
{~a\1~e a :-Ilgh; hut thi..; is, nt It.. I~t, a!-i JI"t:'qlll'lltJ; tl~d Jll theIr 
O\\Il,CoulItry, "hile it i::s 1H.'\Tl' lIpplit..d III a \\dl ngll1.1t d .... l lip, 

hut III '(,rorem. 3S lllt·,..." are l'"\tfl" IUd) tlPl to be !'ildk\ l: I I Ilg ( Il e 

\',,\:. e, and \\IlIllllt ,'at. . ' 
''fhl l'UII'<'I]l1I liel" oftht· ab,,1itltJll of thL slave-trade, \\ill, 1 fear, 

H1LoJJUlI.] ~' 
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be too· soon apparent, unl€ss the wi dom of parliament shollld in'­
duce them to repeallhc bill. By its continuance, a principalmmery 
for our navy will be destroyed. The Americans and others will 
supply our colonies at an eX{., rbitant pl'ice; and even then they 
will \J ot tuhe our produce, with II hich lYe are already o\erstocked 
almo't to our rulll. 

On the 10th of February we got onder weigh for England, 
and the ship was iClmediately put lIpon short allowance of water. 
S unday, the 16th, we were obliged to punish three men for steal­
ing of water, it being· now a crime of the most atrocions nature; 
and if not immediately stopped, might, in the end, be productive 
of the loss of tbe cartel. Nothing particular happened untill11C 
20th, when such an immense shoal of porpoises swam rOl,nd, 
that the sea appeared covered with them as far as our large 
glasses could reacb; and Moon a fin-back whale made his appear­
ance, and s\\'am some time under our bows. This was in 
Jat . 9. 56. long. 19. 2. We \\'(~re still on one quart of water a 
day. 

·.!\Iarch !2nd. Se"eral flying fish fl ew on board. We let the 
people bathe, always lowering a boat down, and keeping a good 
look out. 

March 6th. We fell in with H. M. S. Woolwich, bound to 
tbe East- Indies, wbo made us a present of some English corn 
beef and potatoes, a present to us highly acceptable, as also a 
supply of"ater. \Ve sent six men in her, among which was our 
old steward ; the captaill of the Woolwich was at till time lying 
dead. 

March 29th. Saw land about Cape Clear, N. E. by N. seven 
or eight miles; took on board a pilot, and came to anchor in 
Crook Haven. ,~' e had no sooner anchored, than the vessel was 
surrounded with boats, bartering for old clothes 01" rice. This 
sudden change from short allowanee of salt provisions to fresh, I 
was fearful, would ha ve produced some serious consequences, 
but [\\ as happily dIsappointed. I thought the men would never 
ha, e been satisfied. Milk, eggs, broiled fowls, &c. were al l 
d"y long, in a state of requisition between decks; and though 
t1,ere was not room for the men to lay side by side, yet now tl~ey 
made room for fresb messmates, and the ship was crouded With 
young pigs, turkies, geese, ducks, &c. as well as lamb.; the 
whoie preselltmg SUeil a scene, aM it is impossible to describe; 
~he cooks "ere at work all day long, and all these luxuries were 
mdependent of their fresh beef. H ere one of our ladles, who 
had been with us all this war, was brought to bed of a fine girl: 
we pitied her situation; and, to add to the scene, one of our men 
havillg s:tid on shore, that the lady wanted n nurse, a poor unfor-
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tunate,girl, about seventeen, came off to attend her: but tbis the 
ca~aill and officers knew nothing of, until the ship li'as at sea for 
England. H ere the mate and surgeo. of the Trio degerted, 
when unrler weigh, it being rather calm. The captain had 
sent the boat a-head to tow, with two men and a boy, but instead 
of which, they pulled ashore and ran away, We had no fire 
arms nor any other boat, and were unable to prevent their 
escape. 

O n) he 8th of April we came to anchor 'at FaLnouth, witll 
feelings which it wOIII~ not be easy to describe, after the suffer-

, wO's which, in so short a time, we had experienced. I believe 
'. ~ most dissolute man 011 board the cartel returned heartfelt 
thtJlks to Providence, for being once more restored in safety to 
his native land. 

Ji:ND OF Sl'ILSBURY'S YOYAG& TO AFRIC~. 
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