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will have to regulate himself. We find all the same thus
to be proper according to the situation of affairs and for
the best service of the Company. Actum in the ship
"Hollsnt sche Thuyn" being anchored (geseth) in the roads
before Caus (Cowes) under the Island Wicht, datum ut supra.
(signed) Jan Dircxssen Lam/ Wlm Cuningham/ gvert
Hendricksen/ Jacob Cornelissen Moersoon/
Jacob Surmondt/ Pr Martens Houman
Christian Stulnig.

(N.B. There is a page missing here)

On this day the 12th June Ac 1625,Admirdd
Jan Dircxssen Lam has again caused to assemble
in his presence the Hon. Councillors of the
ships "Orangien Boom" of Doerdrecht and the
"Neptunus" of Veer, and have, in the presence
and with the advice of the Mates,resolved as
follows:

Whereas, at St Vinc mnt, we did not, as we presumed, hear of
the fleets of the Hon. Messrs Boudewijn Hendricxssen and Andries
Veron, but that they, according to the letters which we found
There under a heap of stones, hxkmgxtkam on the 11th April
—being then at the height of 85 degreesy had set their course
direct to Bahia with their 34 sail, all further appearing from
the resolution dated the 17th May last taken thereon and the
orizinal signal codes thereof (seijnbrieven) are in the custody
of the Admiral; wherefore we likewise resolved -as no water nor
refreshments were to be obtained there and we had lain there from
the 15th to the 17th- to raise anchors and to set sail the next
day, setting our course S. to ®¥x E. and S.S.2. to about 5 to 6
degrees south of the equinoctial line; but as on the 26th ditto
at the height of about six degrees to the North of the line came
southerly and S.o.weterly winds, mostly with calm, so that from
the 26th ditto up till this date we found we hadé been driven
a half degree northward. During this time Mr Cuningham,

Upper factor and Commander of the ship "Neptunus) had several
times spoken to the Admiral and also himself come on board,
reportingthe sickness and deaths of his crew and that the same
were increasing daily, but particularly complained that his
caskage was unserviceable (niet en dochte) and he had suffered
great leakage in wine and beer as well as water, indeed that he
kadxmek was not supplied with three weeks water, in manner that
three pilpes of beer and one hogshead of wime which he had had
set aside fmx and taken care of for the sick, when he wished to
broach them had found that they had entirely leaked out, and he
was anxious abou #5611l furhter leakage; that theresfore it
would not be dvisable to put in to the shoee and see whether
we could put in Slerra Leona in order there to provide our-—
selves with refreshments and some water. Wherefore the RAmbex




Admiral had the aforeszid Councillors summoned and earnestly
related the circumstances how necessary it was (if wind and
weather would serve us) to continue our voyage to Bahia, the
which Adrisen Joorissen Bres, Captn & skipper of the ship
"Orangien Boom"understanding, he ofrfered to Mr Cuningham twenty
"leggers" (tarred water casks) of water, being the third part
of what he had, which Mr Cuningham would indeed have accepted
if his caskage had been sufficient, but he protested that it
was quite wnservicable (gansch niet en dochte) . The which
the Admiral and the Council understanding, and also consider—
ing that we likewise ayégrdy had some sick, who also might in-
crease daily through lack of refreshments, wherefore they have
found good and rcsolved to make Sierra Leona, sitmabe at eight
degrees north of the line, sett ing our course, at first E. to
North until we see whether the currint will take us to the
North or the South, according to which we shall have to regu-
late ourselves. We find all the same thus to be proper accord-
ing to the circumstances. Actum in the ship "Hodlantsche Thuyn"
on the day, month and year as above. e LT 3
(signed) Jan Dircxssen Lam/ Adrisen Joorissen Bres/ Wlm
Cunningham/ Jacob Surmondt/ HEvert Hendricxssen
Croger/ Pr Martensen Houman/ Aernout Martenssen
Crouger/ Christiaen Stulnig.

On this day the 15th June the Hon. Admiral Jan
Dircxssen Lam camused to assemble in his presence
the Councillors of the ships "Orangien Boom" of
Doordrecht , and the "Neptunus" of Veer and have
resolved as follows:

As on the 12th, when we guessed we were about sixty miles from
the shore, we resolved to put into Sierra Leona in order there
to refresh ourselves and to provide ourselves with water -as is
to be seen from that resolution— on the 14th following in the
morning we sighted land which was C@ba deyxmE Monte, situate at
six degrees north of the line where we came to anchor on the
west side at midday, hoping to obtain some refreshments amd
water there and then at once to continue our voyage to Bahia.
Wherefore the Admiral and the Council at once sent the boat of
hhe "Neptunus" thither, with some small trifles fmx to the King,
in order the better and the sooner to attain our end, neverthe-—
less with the express order, in order to avoid and prevent all
dangers and difriculties, to be on their guard and not too
rashly to proceed on shore, although we sufficiently understood
from some who had been there that our nation had good access there.
Which wadrg carried out accordingly, and coming on shore they
heard of (vernamen) three Netherlanders who had X#axm lain there
(gelegen) for over two years in order to trade on behalf off the
West India Company or other private merchants, who informed our
men that the B8ing was not there but would come within two or
three days, but that nevertheless 1little refreshments for our




three ships were to be got there and it was impossible for us to
fetch water as the sea was running so high and rough that our

beat had almost been upset on two occasions, in such manner
thatPleter van Kersen,Sergeant in the Gompany of Captain Pieter
Martens (who had been sent there because he could speak Portu-
guese) ceould not or dare not come into the boat again, but had

to remain standing there; although to day in the early morning

the boat of the "Neptunus" went on shore again for him, but in-
stead of fetching him left also standing one Jan de Maecht,
Assistant on the "Neptunus" who was to hand over a letter on be-
half of ur Cuningham, tc¢ the Netherlanders in order in due course
to sendh it to the Messrs Directors, but Mr Cunpigham had warned
the said Jan de Maecht to take care of himself (voor hem soude
sien) and that he should try to get the letter fetched by some
Blacks from the shore etc. The which the Admiral understanding,
he caused anchors to be raised and to set sail, intending to
continue the voyage; but Mr Cuningham coming on board in the
evening, produced and handed over to the Admiral a certain

humble petition on bechalf of all the ofricers, seamen and sol-
diers of the "Neptunus" and signedby the sazid officers, con-
taining that one should sympathise and have compassion on kkem
their poor condition, that they had many sick and were provided
with little water and what they had was not servicable (niet en

#d& dochte) but stank,which caused more sickness than health, in
such manner that it was impossible for them to put to sea, that
also their first skipper, Jacob Cornelissen Moersoon,and last
Ch?ef Mate, Salomon Cornelissen Bommer, had died, and the present
skipper, Aesrnout Martenssen Crouger was very sickly and if he

also came to die there would be no one competent to navigate the
ship (door zee to brengen), whereby if they came to get separated
from us they would come into the utmost extrem‘ﬂof getiing lost,
that one ought not therefore to sail from the coast in such a
condition, but mmghtxim should be mindful of such an important
matter which so much concernzd them and the Company, which they
would seck to justify in return by their good service etc.,all
further appearing in their petition thereanent in the custody of
the Admiral. The Admiral and the Council having gieen atlention
to all which and to our own necessities also, they have,after long
preceding communication and ripe deliberation of counsel, found
good and resolved to persist in th& resolution taken on the 12th
instant, and to put in at Sierra Heona since and the more as they
consider there 1is no particular hindrance, gs the wind is daily

S. & S.W. We find & [as above)®2nd Apninllﬁ.Actum in theship "Holl-
ansche Thuyn" being under sail about Cabo onte,on day month & year
as above. (Sgnd) Jan Dircksen Lam/Adriaen Jgorissen Bres/ #ilm Cun-
ingham/Jacob Surmont/Eve:t Hendricxssen)Crouger/PrMartenssen Houman/
Aernout Martenssen/Christiaen Stulnig.

————



1625 .

On this day the 15th July 1625 the Hdon. Admiral
Jan Dircxsen Lam caused the Hon. Councillors of the
"Orangien Boom" of Doordrecht and "Neptunus" of Veer
to assemble in his presence, and have resolved as
follows:

As in ac¢ordance with the last resolution dated the 24th June
last, our ships were made ready according to all opportunity,
provided with water, a sloop set up, and our men (so far as has
been practicable) we have reasonably refreshed, is found good and
resolved that we shall set sail next Friday the 18th instant. And
although the current is centinually running round about (om) the
north and the winds blow south and S.S. west, that nevertheless
in the hope of continuing our voyage and in order to lose no time,
we shall scek to run out to sea about thirty miles outside the
Bachas de St Anna, setting the best course daily (wendende de
besten bouch voors and see what God will grant us. And as our
voyage (God better it) proce<ds slowly, mingled with every ad-
versity, is therefore found good, in order to economise with
meat and pork, that henceforth it shall be served not more than
twice weekly, namely on Sundays and Thursdays, and stockfish
four times a week; further, and as Andriessen Weijndertsen former
Steward through bad attention to the stores (regard op't ruijm)
and similar conduct was dismissed on the 4th instant, Thijs
Hendricxsen is appointed in his place, and in his,Thijs's,place
Gerrit Pieterssen Bosschieter is appointed Quartermaster, each
receiving such increase and halving (halferinghe) of wages as
the Messrs Directors have ordained and ordered in the general
Ship's Articles (Artikal brieff) Article x1i, as shall appear in
their accounts. We find all the same to be proper according to
the situation of affairs and for the best service of the Company.
Actum in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", being anchor«d (geseten)
in the river of Sierra Leona, datam ut supra.

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Wlm Cuningham/
Jacob Surmondt/ Evert Hendricxsen Croger/ Pr Hartenssen
Houmon/ Christiaen Stulnig.

On this day, the 28th July 1625, the Hon.Admiral
Jan Dircxssen Lam caused the Hon. Councillors of the
"Orangien Boom" of Doordrecht and "Neptunus" of Veer
to assemble in his presence, and have resolved as
follows:

As we, with our three ships namely the "Hollantsche Thuyn" of
Amsterdam, "Orangien Boom" of Doordrecht and "Neptunus™" of Veer,
set sail on the 20th instant, in the hepes of continuing our
voyage, int#nding to run out to sea about thirty miles outside
the Bachas de Sanct Anna, in order then to set the best course
daily, as we had resolved on the 15th; but on coming out to sea
we had daily encountered south& S.S.westerly winds, mingled with
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storm, drizzling rain, and gloomy weather, also that the currents
are running very strongly Yom" the north, for, as we now see
the Hook of Sierra Leona S.E. to South of us, we find we have
been driven seven miles to (om) the north. And as our ship
"Hol iant sche Thuyn" (God better it) is very leaky in such manner
that in the space of 24 hours we have had to pump sixteen thou-—
sand "steecken" which agparently would increase daily -as the ship
has not been provided for in twelve months and has been) sheathed
for four years— unless this was prevented by all possible means;
as also all the carpenters of our three ships are very sick, as
also we have many of our men, specially we and the "Neptunus}
lying in their hammocks with "roode loop" and high fever. So is
it most necessarily found good and resolved to run in again and
to provide for the ship there, for which we hope that Mons Jean
Hoyvin, skipper of a smll ship named "La Fidelle",whom we have
left there, will be very helpful to us and will be able to accomo—
datec us with his carpenters and calkers, We shall, meantime,
put up some tents on shore and bring our sick there in order, with
God's help, to be cured. Withinf which time we shall seck to
purify and cleanse the ships of the great stench and infectious air
with which they are infected. That being done we shall lose no
time, but profit by the first opportunity and miweather and wind,
according to which we shall regulate ourselves. We find all the
same to be proper according to the zikmakiemxafxaxXXIIEX circum-—
stances of the time and for the best service of the Company.
Actum in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", under sail before Sierra
Leona. Datum ut supra.
(sgnd) Jan Dirxsen Lam/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Wlm Cuningham/
Jacob Surmont/ Evert Hendricxsen Croger/ Pr sarten—
sen Houman/ Christiaen Stulnig.

On this day,the 23rd August Ao 1625, Admiral Xam
Jan Dircxsen Lam has causedd the Councillors of the
"Orangien Boom" of Doordrecht and the "Neptunus" of
Veer to assemble in his presence, and have, with
the advise of skippers and #ates, resolved as
follows:

That whereas our ship "Hollantsche Thuyn" and the other ships,
so far as it has been possible in the circumstances of the time,
bade been provided for, and the sick had reasonable recovered,
the Admiral declared to the Council how necessary it was that we
should be of service to (ven doen wesen bij) the fleets which are
under the command of the Honouruible Messrs Boudewijn Hendricxsen
and Andries Veron, in order -whether Bahia was ours or not-— to
be able to resolve upon something with the others which could
tend to the harm and injury of the Spaniard,our commen enemy ,
and the profit of our Hon. Lords and Ma sters, all in conformity
gigg ggehiecret ;;strugtignstgiven to us to that end; that there-

me oug o be lost but that w o
voyage by the first opportumity in hope;eogugggtiggpioggzg :ﬁndnn
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To
and sea, Bpewm a1l which the Council having pald attention,
it has resolved, after previous advice of skippers & mates,
that on Sunday next, being the 28th instant, we shall set sail
and seek to run into the open sea at 70 to 80 miles, even
though we could only keep west-north-west. And as the ship
"Neptunus" is very badly provided with caskage and has not
two months water, and we do not know how it might be =kx
situated at Bahia, also that our ships, through the long dura-
tion of time might have departed from the coast of Brazil in
order to carry out some other exploit, it is found good that
Adriaen Joorissen Bres, captain & skipper of the ship "Holl-
antsche Boom" shall hand over to the said "Neptunus"one cask
of Spanish and one cask of wormwood (alsem) wine. Finally
and lastly is also resolved that as Salomom Cornelissen
Bommer and Cornelis Adriaenssen Praet, late chief- and under
mate on the "Neptunus", have both slept in the Lord, where-—
fore it is devoid of mates, that therefore Pieter FPieterssen
Croon, under-mate on the ship "Holluntsche Thuyn" shall go over
to the "Neptunus" as Upper-mate, and that Hermen Hermanssen
Quarter.aster shall take the pmskxwmR place of Cornelis Adriaen-—
ssen Praat as under-mate, provided that Pieter Pieterssen Croong
shall receivefthe 1st upper-mate Aernout Martenssen's pay and
Herman Hermanssen the pay of the 1lst under-mate Solomon Corn-
elissen Bommerg, of which on either side they shall emgmy
receive the half in qualitiy aforesaid. A1l in conformity
with the x1i article of the general ships articles. We find
all the same thus to be proper according to the situation of
affairs for the best serviee of the Company. Actum in the
ship "Hoblantsche $# Thuyn", lying in the roads in the river of
Sierra Leona, datum ut supra.
(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Wlm

Cunninham/ Jacob Surmont/ fvert Hendricxsen Croger/

Arnout Martemssen Croger/ Pr Martenssen Houwman/

Christiaen Stulniger.

Saturday the 13th September Ao 1625, the
General Lam, Admiral Vercn, and the Secret Coun-
cillors have resolved as follows:

REEEx kot rat kit r X e fx e ron xarr i xEdx an xk NEx R AR R K AugR s EX XA 5k
xkmxctcexxiverxa X SFFErax EeRaa X xwi ki

As Admiral ¥ndries Veron, with twelve ships arrived here in
the river of Sierra Leona, on the 26th August last, all, except
the "Hope" being ships of the second equippage, with which, in
the absence of the General Lam,he intended to sail to the
South, in order, as much as was practicable, to execute and
fulfil the order and secret instruction which the Messrs Dir-
ectors have been pleased to give us to that end; everywhere
doing the enemy as much injury as should indeed be possible,
and to see to redressing the J«h#® damage which our don_Lords
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and Masters (God better it) have suffered by the loss of St
Salvador, which on the 1lst May, "met appoinctment", went over
into the hands of the enemy, after (as they could understand

from all captured Portuguese) that they had lain before it for
six weeks. But they had so great mortality and sickness both
among the seamen and soldiers and could not turn to anything

(tot geen wenden conden comen) they resolved, in order to refresh
themselves, to put in to Slerra Leona, where they found General
Lam with three ships lylng; beling now altogether 15 yachts and
ships in number, well mounted and provided with victuals, ammu-—
nition of war and soldiers, with which (God pleasing) we could

do something noteworthy to the injury of the Spaniard our comion
enemy and the profit of our Hon. Lords & Masters. So is it that
the General and the Council, having well reflected upon and
pondered our order and secret instruction, after long preceding
communication and ripe deliberation of counsel, have found good
and resolved that when we set sail from here, which is decided
shall be the 17th instant, kkxk we shall sail to the Coast of
GUINEA in order there with manly courage and intrepidity to
attack the Castle DE MINA, seecking, with God's help, to make our-—
selves masters of it, and endeavour, if it 1s practicable, to
repair the former damage with new conquests, so that our voyages
¥R make good the expenses Incurred and the Company may increase
in equippage. And so that all this may be done well and orderly,
and our attempts (aenslagen) may not become noised abroad (lmid-
ruchtigh) also that the enemy may not obtain any knowledge of it,
so 1s 1t also found good that when we set saill from here the yacht
"Postpaert", which is one of the fastest®sailing, shall, without
looking out or waiting for us, sail direct to the Cecast of GUINEA
with letters to the General Adriaen Jacobsen, in which we shall
advise him of our coming and intention so that he shall regulate
himself accordingly, and shall keep our ships,which are there,
together, which otherwise, through ignorance and fear of such an
unexpected fleet, might run away from the coast, etc. Also, as
we are badly provided with candles, the ships shall sail in fours
(soo sullen dese vier schepen vervolgende 't vier voeren); first
shall sail from here the General, afterwards Admiral Veron, then
the vice-Admiral, and then the rear-Admiral, and so always round
about (rontsomme) and accordingly until we shall have come to the
coast, with God's help. But before we set sall, Crouger, skipper
of the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn" shall ddliver a cable to the

ship "Middelburgh'. Sailing from here w. shall put out to sea
for 25-30 miles, every day setting the best course, and then also
shall be issued to each man elght "mutsgens" water daily as
ratlon.  Further is found good that #r Anthony del Cours, at
present sailing on the ship "Hoop" as Upper factor,shall go over
to the ship "Doordrecht" in order there to set betler order in
the keeping of books than has been done hitherto; further that
Hendrick Awkmm Anthon$sen Quartermaster on the ship "Mid ielburgh"
shall take the place of the deceased under—@ate, Adriaen Bancker,
provided that he shall receive therefor such improvement in pay
;isi;a;tgged 121229 xléhstzzégixle of the General Ships Articles,

muenc | on e ust wi {
dutles. Finally and lastly, lﬂggrnl vzggnh§a§°::?¥g§gdt:ng° ¥

Sl

.



and informed the General and Council that Mr Director Boudewijn
Hendricksen, on his departure, recommended to him that if he
heard of (vernam) any ships of the third equippage that they
should be sent to his Honour, and seeing that there are two ships
of the third equippage here, namely "Grangien Boom" of Doordrecht
and "Neptunus" of Veer, he discharged himself of the order, but
gave it to the consideratbon of the General and Council whether it
would be advisable to send them or to keep themwith us. Upon
which having well reflected and consideredPéWe®hdve unanimously
found good and resolved to keep the ships with us in any event, as
it is uncertain where fhey would now find the Director, and if they
missed him or came toolate they would run into great danger, and
probablg would have to return to the Fatherland without effecting
anything; that therefore it is more advisable that they remain
with us in ordér the more assuredly and better, with greater and
more considerable force to be able to execute something good for
the profit of our Hon. Lords and Masters. Azkwm Vie find all the
same thus to be proper according to the situation of affairs for
the best service of the Company. Actum in our assembly in the
ship "Hollantsche Thuyn" lying in the roads in the river of
Sierra Leona, datum ut supra.
(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Andries Veron/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/
Hillebrant Janssen/ Jacob Surmont/ Evert Hendricssen
Croger// Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Pr Claessen Dolfijn/
Wijntgen Janssen/ Christiaen Stulnig.

Thursday the 9th October Ao 1625, General Lam,
Admiral Veron and the Hon. Secret Councillors, have,
with the advice of Skippers & Mates, resolved as
follows:

That as by previous resolution dated the 13th September last we
have resolved and decided to put in at the Castle de MINA and to
see if we can, with Divine help, make ourselves masters of it for
the service of the Company, as is to be seen by the same; and as
we are now on the Grain Coast at the height of about five degrees
thirty minutes, and that the currents are running very strongly
"om de Qost" (sic) and therefore, with drizzly rain or gloomy
weather, might easily be driven well below de dina, in which case
we should have great trouble in luffing up again, within which
time the enemy wemidxhexakhiesxkw might also get information of our
attempt (aenslaghf) against which ¥hey would then make provision
either by reinforcing himself, secure his goods, flee, or other-
wise, as they should think proper according to the situation of
affairs, which in any event (if it is possible) ought to be avert-
ed: So is it that General Lam, Admiral Veron, and the Council,
in order to prevent and forestal the same, having heard and under-
stood the adwice of Bkippers and Mates, have found good and re—
solved to sail before COMMENDA, where we shall seek to land our
soldiers, which is judged to be the most convenient, of which we
shall immediately advise the General Adkfaens Jacobsen by the
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yacht "Zeepaert" so that His Honour, against the conjectured time,
might transport himself thither (if he shall find it advisable)
with the force he might have there with him, in order that we might
together decide upon something which the service of our Hon. Lords
and Masters!' profit requires. And as four of our principal ships
namely ,"Haerlem", "Middelburgh™, "Doardrecht", and "Swarte Leeuw",
in the night of the 4th inst have got separated from us, it is there-
fore flound good that the yacht "Arnemuijden" shall proceed as quickly
as possible to Commenda and seek to warn those ships, if they come
there, and to inform them &f this our resnlution and that we shall
also, God pleasfing, come to anchor there, and they will then have to
regulate themselves accordingly. We find all the same so to be
proper for the best service of the Company. Actum in the ship the
"Hodlantsche Thuyn" datum at supra.
(sgnfl) Jan Dircksen Lam/ Andries Veron/ Jacob Surmondt/ Bvert
Hendricxsen/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Pieter Claesen
Dolfijn/ Wijntgen Janssen/ Wijbrant Heres/ Christiaen
Stulnig.

Tuesday the 21st October 1625, on the summons
of General Lam, the Secret. Peace and War Councillors
assembled and have resolved as follows:

As we are to-day, with our nine sail, before COMMANIJ, where we
also find our fourg ships which on the 4th instant got separated from
us, and which have already lain here for five days and awalted out
coming, from whom we understand that the "Zeepaert" is lying before
MOREE, but that the "Postpaert™ with the advices had not yet been
there; that also the General Arent Jacobssen van Amersfoort, with
whose advice we intended to attack the Castle de MINA in accordance
with our secret instruction (as we had advised His Honour by two
expresses, the aforesaid "Post-" and "Zeepaert") had departed to
ACRAA, but was expected within three or four days. And being anxious
that his coming might well extend longer, and therefore would give
the enemy time to reinforce kimseif themselves, so is it found good
and resolved that, in order to » lose no further time, we shall seek
to to land our men to-morrow in order, with Divine help to carry into
execution our intention to put into (aandoen) the Castle de MINA,

-to Whom we pray He will grant His gracious blessing theretosy in
order that the Company's damage may be redressed &tc. And so that
everything may be done orderly and each one, both soldier and
sailor, may know under whom he belongs and accerding to which he
will have to regulate himself, so shall the army and troops be
commanded and Iead led in manner following: The kdwsxme Van, Maing,
and Rear Guards shall each consist in four Companiesf:three 6ompanies
of soldiers and one Company of sailors. The a@x Van guard shall
be commanded by Captn Jacob Surmondt, to whose Company shall be
attached Captn Pannecoeck, Lieut Voet and Skipper Evert Hendricxsen
Crouger. The Main Guard by Captn Pieter Martenssen Houman, under
whom shall be attached CaptnsJan Baptista Genber van Bassevelde,
Salomon Boshuijsen and the Rear-Admiral Hillebranit Janssen. And
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the rear guard shzll be led & commanded by Captn Dirck Weijmbach,
under who;'shall be attached the Captns Hendricksem Lambrechtsen
Valck, Jacob Pompen {Gempem) und skipper Wijbranit Heeres. Further
shall Jan Quirijnen, skipper of the "Speramunde™ of Doordrecht
command a Company of Sailors, who shall betake himselg to the place
where he shall be ordered by the Commander—in-chiefl (¥eftoverste).
Artillery Master & Commissary of War shall be Skipper Hans Campen,
to whom shall be attached skipper Jan Janssen Knijft, and Cornelis
Gerritsen, Chief Boatswain on thz ship "Neptunus". Oversfer &
Commander of the boats, skipper Adriaen Bollaert. Captain of the
"Pevijeniers" Ingenieur & "Geweldighe" shall be Lieutenant Hans
Philipsen Grijffh. Commissaries of the victuals, Messrs Willem
Cuningham & Anthonij del Court, Upper-factors. Finally and
lastly is commissioned over this entire army as General Commander-—
in-Chief, the Hon. Valiant Admiral Andries % Veron, as His Honour
is considered cagable for the same service. We find all the same
so to be proper according to the situation of affairs for the best
service of the Company. Actum in the ship "Hollantische Thuyn"
datum ut supra.
(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijk/ Hillebrandt
Janssen/ HBvert Hendricxsen Croger/ Adriaen Joorissen
Bres/ Pieter Claesen Dolfijn/ Wyntgen Janssen/ Wlm
Cuningham// The mark of X Hen: Lambertsen Valck/
Hans Campen/ Jan Krijnen/ Jan Knijft/ Adriaen Bollaert/
Marten Pietersen/ Christiaen Stulnig.

Thursday the 23rd the General caused the Secret
Councillors again to assemble, and they have re-—
solved as follows:

That as yesterday, in ac¢ordance with the previous resolution,
we began to land, and understoocd from the inhabitants of COMMANIJ
there was no water on the way and quite three long miles to march;
that also the King of GREAT COMMANIJ, whose friends (so they saidj
we were, would take it amiss if we land without his knowledge, and
i1f we attempted anything against the Portuguese,could be of assis—
tance to us, if we would inform him of it,or would come; like as
also many who had been there afrirmed: we found good and resolved,
as the day was advanced and the sea was getting up very much, to
proceed on board again, and that one should resume the same the
next day, which we should advise the fiends and councillors of our
Fort Nassouw, and request that they would send us a guide or man
who was acquainted with this coast and would be able to show us the
way; the which also was done and we accordingly sent the yacht
NZeepaert" thither that evening, which also returned to-day with
letters signed by Messrs P.van Oostende, Samuel des Champ, H.van
Roijen, Jacob van der Goes, Floris Heres{ Outgert, Barentsen
Bernardt Olfertsen, Heijn Claesen, and Gerrit Cornelissen, by which
they requested that we would await the coming of the General Arent
Jacobsen (who had much influence with the Kings of COMUANIJ and
FETOU) or at least wait for them, and not land but remain lying
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quietly, asserting that they would not delay in it; and as we RBX.

now saw them from afar with three sail, and coming to us we

understood that the General aforesald was expected that evening

or to-morrow at latest, we resolved to "surceren" the expedition

until His Honour's arrival, and then, with His Honour's advice

to resolve furhher, which, in any event, we find thus to be

proper for the best service of the Company . Actum in the ship

"Hollantsche Thuyn", datum ut supra.

(sgnd) Jan Dircksen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/ Hillebrandt

Jansen/ Bvert Hendricxsen/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/
Pieter Claesen Dolfijn/ Wijntgen Janssen/ Jacob
Pompen/ Wlm Cuningham/ The mark of Hendrick X Lambertsen
Valck/ Hans Campen/ Jan Krijnen/ J. Knijft/ Adriaen
Bollaert/ iarten Pietersen/ Christiaen Stulnig.

Friday the 24th October Ao0.1625, was again, with
the advice of the General Arent Jacobsen and His
Honour's Council with him, resolved as follows:

That as the General Arent Jacobsen van Amersfoort, with two
ships, the "Fortuijn" of Middelburch and "Mauritius" of Amster-
dam, came to anchor by us here in the roads before COMMANIJ,
and came on board the General Lam, accompanied by some of his
Council, closely enquiring into our force and situation, and
asking how dnd in what manner we had resolved to land, the which
he was informed at length, and that if he had not come nevertheless
we should have popceeded with the exploit, and that also all
arrangeuent s had been made, the tpoops distributed and the chief
command had been given to Admiral Veron in His Honourls absence;
the which His Honour praised and approved in everything, saying
he was very glad he had come in time and that he himself with a
“Yompany he had with him would march in advance or along with
Admiral Veron, and would seek, with tre others, to procure the
Eest service of kke our Hon Lords and Masters without any jealousy.
So i1s it/ that the hHon. Generals andthe Council have found good
and resolved that we shall land to-morrow, and that four of our
ships, namely "Haerlem", "Speramunde", "Orangien Boom", and
"Omlandia" shall go and lie close under the Castle de MINA, and
the yachts "Toljevaertgen", "Armuijden", and "Zeepaert" direct
before the village where the General Arent Jacobsen understands
the enemy has thrown up a small battery with thr uns, where
the ships and yachts having come they shall(sofSeekjto harass
the enemy with firing, or give them so much to do that kke our
men will be able all the more easily §o "waernemen"their
"avantagie", It 1s also resolved that our mkx large chaloup
shall be provided withy water, spades, shovels, mattocks, and
other necessities, which shall sail close along the shore, so that
if anytning of the sort is required one will be able to supply
the army the more conveniently. We find all the same so to be
proper accerding to the sx situation of affairs for the best
service of the Company. Actum in the ship "Hollantsche Thuya™




lying in the roads abeut Commanij, before TERRA POQUENA, datum
ut supra.
(sgnd) Jan Direxsen Lam/ Arent Jacobsen van Amersfoort/ Jan

Gerser van Dijck/ P. van Oostende/ Hillebrant Janssem /.
Franchois van Lunenburgh/ Heijndrick van Roijgn//
Bernard Alfertsen/ Jacob van der Goes/ Bvert Hendricxsen/
Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Piete?r Claessen Dolfijn/ Wijntgen
Janssen/ Christiaen Stulnig.

Tuesday the 4th November Ao 1625 General Lam has
caused the Secret Councillors to assemble, and have
resolved as follows:

That as on the 25th October last,in the defeat which (God better xk
it) we have had against those of de WINA, were killdd, among others,
the Admiral Veron and Captn Jacob Surmondt , both Secret Coun-
cillors, as also Skipper Wijbrandt Herres,having sailed on the
ship "Omlandia™,and Pieter Jacobssen Hogerwal late skipper on
on the ship "Swaerte Leauw", so that the aforesaid places are at
presnt vacant, which cught to be supplied and held again by com—
petent persons, and especially those of the Secret Council, as the
Hon. Lords and Masters expressly order and charge us ln, eighth
Article of the Peace Council's Instruction, in no matters to
discuss and conclude anything so long as no others have been
chosen in the places of those died or dismissed; so is it that the
General & the Council having given attention to the sufficiency
and competence of persons, have found good and resolved that
Christiaen Stulnig,Fiscal & Secretary, being aleeady in the
Secret Council, shall take the place of Surmondt on behalf of the
Gentlemen of Amsterdam, and Mr Willem Cuningham, Upper Factor
on the ship "Neptunus", on behalf of the Gentlemen of Zeelandt;
as also that Jan Janssen Knijff ,Skipper on the yacht "Zeepaert"
shall also appear in this Council, and also shall go over as
Skipper on the "Swaerte Leeuw" in place of the deceased Pieter
Jacobsen Hoochwal, and that Wijntgen Janssen, Skipper of the
"fngel Gabriel™ shall take the place of Wijbrandt Heepes deceased
on the ship "Omlandial. Further is, for a certian considera-—
tion, allowed and agreed that Hillebrandt Janssen, Rear-Admiral
of the ship "Middelburgh", shall go over to the "Hoop" with
which he sailed out, wherg he shall hiost the flag on the mizuzen
mast (besaens stenger), and Skipper Hans Campen again on the
ship "Middelburgh". We find 211 the same thus to be proper for
the best gervice of the Company. Actum in our Assembly in the
ship "Hoolantsche Thuyn", Datum ut supra.
(sgnd) Jan Dircksen Lam/ Jan Gerser van Dijck) Hillebrant
Janssen/ Bvert Hendricxsen Croger/ Adriaen Jocrissen
Bres/ Bymyn Pieter Claesen Dolfijn/ Wijntgen Janssen/
Christiaen Stulnig.
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Tuesday the 4th November 1625, Generals Lam -
and Arent Jacobsen, together with the Hon.
Messrs Peace, Secret, and War Councillors of the
Fort Nassouw and of our Fleet, have resolved as
follows:

That although on the 25th October last (God better it) s we have
had a great defeat against those of de MINA, in which we have lost
over four hundred and forty men, whereby we are so weakened and
afflicted that we should not be able to land, or with very great
difficulty, unless we could obtain the friendships of the Kings
of GREAT COMMANNIJ, FETOU, and SABOU, who, next to God, are the
only causes of the safely or spoiling of de MINA, as it must be
fed and victualled daily by them, So is it found good and resolved
by the Hon. Generzls and the Council that, on the earnest request
of the King of GREAT COM¥ANIJ, to morrow we shall go and lie with
all our ships clg e ug%er the Fort and village of de MINA, in order
by cannonading t ;H%ive away the inhabitants whom he then (so he
promises) with his men in the bush will "waernemen and slaen';
whereby (so he says) he will show he wishes to confirm his pre-
viously made promises, etc. That furhhber Generazl Arent Jacobsen
shall to-day sail with the ship "Fortuyn" to MOREE in order there,
by some Veputies, with promises or presents, they shall see if they
can draw the Kings of FETOU and SABOU to our side and to incite
them against the Portuguese,so that all our attempts (aenslagen)
may fall out to the magnifyinz of God's Holy Name, the service of
the Fatherland, the profit of our Hon. Lords and Masters, and the
honour of us all; praying God that he will grant His gracious
blessing hereto. We find all the same so to be proper according
to the situation of affairs and for the best service of the
Company . Actum in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", datum up supra.

sgpd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Arent Jacobsen van Amersfoort
Jan Gers n van Dijck/ P. van Oostende/ Hillebrandt
Janssen/ Francois van Lunenburgh/ Heindrick van Roijen/
Bernard Olfertsen// Jacob van der Goes/ Evert Hendric-—
xsen/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/ Pieter Claessen Dolfijn/
Wm Cuningham/ Wijntgen Janssen Knijft/ Christiaen
Stulnig.

Friday the 7th November 1625, General Lam
has caused the Secret, Peace, and War Councillors
agaln to assemble, and have resolved as follows:

?hat as, ln accordance with the previous resolution, since the
Sth inst until to-day, we have, at the request of the &ing of
treat COMMANIJ, lain here close under the Fort and the village of
de MINA violently cannonading the same in the hopes that he would
fulfil his promises, related in the previous resolution,, and as,
nevertheless we have heard neither of him nor of anyone on his
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behalf, it is found good & resolved that as we can do little or
nothing against the Fort by that means, but on the contrary we
ourselves continuously suffer great damage, to-night or tomorrow
before daybreak we shall,with/the land breeze, draw off and go
and lie just beyond range, awaiting the arrival or further advice
of the General Arent Jacobssen van amersfoort and his Council,
according to which we shall then have to regulate ourselves.
Actum in our assembly in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", datum ut
suprae.
(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen “am/ Jan Gersen van Dijeck/ Hillebrant
Janssen/ Hvert Hendricxsen Croger/ Adriaen Joorissen Bres/
Pieter Claessen Dolphijn/ K Wlm Cuningham/ Wijntgen
Janssen/ J. Knijft/ Jan £rijnen/ Hans Campen/ Aernout
Martenssen Croger/ Adriaen Bollaert/ Marten Pieterssen/
Christiaen Stulnig/ 1625.

Friday the 14th November 1625, on the summons of
General Lam, the Secret fmmmexX and Peace Council
has assembled and, on the letters from the General
Arent Jacobssen, have resolved as follows:

Whereas the Portuguese have entered into agreement with the
King of FETUY, who have (so we understand) given him more than
seven pounds (ponden) gold in order not only that kexskautExemme
Eimme his pcople should continue iz the selling of foodstuffs to
those of de MINA but, what is more, that they should act (haer-—
tegens formeren) as opgn friends and secret enemies, like as they
also have sought to carry out, as when we have violently cannon—
aded the Castle de MINA on the 5th, 6th and 7th instant, at which
time he sent his pcople into the Portuguese service, thinking that
through the heavy firing we hgd resolved to land a second time; but
not seeing this, they departed again and he has =gmE summoned our
envoys to him, who coming to him he made gEaxk great but false and
feigned promises that he wished to avenge himself over the Portu-
guese who had been very troublesome to him and his predecessors;
that one ought the efore to give him large presents and also
fully trust him etc. But as we are assured that the suid King
when he was speaking to our envoys at night,ﬁaé had caused the °*
Portuguese, who had brought him the aforementioned gold, to be
secretly concealed in his house in order that they might recipro-
cally listen to that which was agreed uponj as is to be seen from
from the same letters from the General Arent Jacobssen, the one
dated the 11th and thg other the 12th instant, in the eustoduy
of General Lam, to which we refer. Wherefore he also advises
and counsgéls us , the more so and since the Portuguese have re-
inforced the Hill St Jago and the Blacks are not to be trusted,
that we should come down with our fleet and lie before WOREE,
where we might resolve upon something tog@ther which might be able
to tend to the profit of our Hon Lords and dasters and the pro-
gress of our XxR voyage. All which the General and the Council
baving considered and tdnd.rstood, have found good and resolved
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that to-day we shall raise anchor and sail before MOREE.

It is also resolved that, as all the officers and men, both
seamen and soldiers of the ship "Engel Gabriel" have on

various occasions verbally and now lastly by petition
complained about the insufficiency, unsuitablitlty and leaky
condition of the ship and that it is impossible to bring it

out to sea, and that if prevision is not made about it betimes,
sooner or later (schier ofte morgen) it would entirely get lost
(om de hals raecken) etc, Vice-Admiral Jan van Dijck, Hear—
Admiral Hillebrandt Janssen, and Wijntgemg Jansen, together
with some carpenters, shall examine the same to—day, making

due report of their examination, Lo which the General and the
Council shzall give attention and then dispose as the best
service of the Company shall require. And &ince we still have
a long voyage before us, is also found good, in order to econo-
mise rood and drink, that henceforth in the whdle fleet shall
be served, meat ZmE or pork twice a weck, "potspijse'twice
daily, and stock fish fouqtimela week. We find all the same
so to be proper for the best service of the Lompany. Actum

in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn", anchored (geseth) before the
Castle de MINA, datum ut supra.

(sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/ Hillebrant
Janssen/ Evert Hendricxssen Croger/ sdriaen Joori-—
ssenf Bres/ Pieter Classs=n Dolfijn/ Wlm Cuningham/
Wijntgen Janssen/ J.Knijft// Jan Krijnen/ Hans
Campen/ Aernout Martenssen Croger/ Adriaen Bollacsrt/
Marten Pieterssen/ Christiaen Stulnig.

Saturday the 15th November 1625, General
Lam & the Secret Councillors, upon the eeport
of the Vice-Admiral and the further Commissnrs,
resolved as followsf
—The ship "Engel Gabriel" being reported by the Commrs to be
unfit to complete the voyage it was resolved that it be hauled
cRriEpEgshdle ;vd dlughbed s rha k axeakxm R xitopand xx I XENEXEANE KERE ,
on shore here, all the goods taken out of it, and all the anchors,
cordage, sails, victuals, ammunition of war and appurtenances
distributed amongst the fleet as required, upon receipt. Commrs
appointed to carry this out.~ Actum in the ship "Hollantsche
Thuyn" at present lyingz before MOREE, datum ut supra.
(signed by J Dircxsen Lam & nine others.

Monday the 24th November 1625, General
Lam & the Secret & Peace Councillors have
resolved as follows:

As we have lain here before MOREE with our fleet of thirteen
ifiﬁ? ggombthe 14thAunt:} tg:s date in the hope that General

cobsen van Amersfoort would be able to arrange somethin

with the Kings of FETUY & GREAT COMMANIJ to the 1n33§y of those8
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of de MINA and the profit of our Hon. Lords and Masters, in which
we might be of use and be employed, but as we find not otherwise

(a5 His Honour himself relates to us) that the said discussion

is but coaxings and an appearance of friendship tending to the loss
of time and the Company's injury as their words and promises are not
in the least to be relied upon, and nevertheless they seek greak
large presents & gifts, which in any event ought to be guarded
against; so is it that we have found good and resolved that we

shall sail from here on the 27th instant precisely, doing our best
and setting our course to make Cabo de Lopo Gonsalves, provided that
before our departure from here we shall advise the Hon. Lords and
Masters, by the first home—going ships which are lying ready here

on the Coast, of that which has occurred and happened to us up till
to—day, and also what our meaning and intention now is and against
whom designed. And whereas (wxmm against receipt) we have reasona—
bly supplied the Fort NASSOU here with flour, powder, lead, match
cord, soldiers, and otherwise, and the General Arent Jacobsen van
Amersfoort has earnestly requested two small gun carriages,wkirk
hexkaExgmkxauixofxkE® who has also obtained two small metal guns

out of the ship "Omlandia". So have we not been able nor could
refuse His Honour, secing¢ the situation, but have agreed that he
shall receive the same with appurtenances out of the M"Dolphijn"

each weighing eight hundred pounds together with twc other iron

guns out of the abandoned ship "Engel Gabriel".

Jan Claesen Snuijft,chief mate on the yacht "Zeepaert" shall
again take the place of the previious skipper Jan Janssen Knijff
‘(who by resolution of th- 4th was appointed skipper on the ¥
"Swarte Leeuw") and receive the increase of the half of their
two wages as is stated in the x1i st article of the general
S8hips Articles.

Captn Jacob Pompen, at his request, is permitted to depart
home, without pay, by the Guinea ships. Finally and lastly is
found good that over the whole fleet and to each mess shall be
1ssued cne "slap kanne" of eight "mutgens" of wine, twice
weekly on Sundays and Tuesdays. We find all the same so to be
proper according to the situation of affairs and for the best
service of the Company. Actum in the ship "Hollantsche Thuyn"
lying at anchor (geseth) in the roads of MOREE. Datum ut supra.

?sgnd) Jan Dircxsen Lam/ Jan Gersen van Dijck/ Hillebrant
Janssen/ overt Hendricxssen Crofger/Adriaen Joorkssen
Bres/ Pieter Claessen Dolfijn/ Wlm Cuningham/
Wijntgen Janssen/ J.Knijft/ Christiaen Stulnig./ 1625.

Tuesday the 25th November 1825,General
Lam & the Secret Councillors have resolved
as follows:

That having, with God's help, come to Cabo de Lopes Gonsalves
and departing from there, we shall set our course to Cabo de
St Augustijn on the coast of Brazil or so much higher as wind,
weather and time shall allow us, after which we shall then have
to regulate ourselves, and that we shall waith there so long
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until we shall guess we have enough time to sail to the coast of
the West Indies, in order to pass Cabo St Anthony in June 1626,
where we shall try to look out forthe ships which come to the
Havanya from Novo Hispaniaj; seeking to redress the costs and
damages,which our Lords and Masters have suffered (God better it)

during this voyage, with some prizes and capture of ships
We hope & pray God Almighty will grant his gracious
We find all the same so to be proper for the
Actum in our asssembly in the ship

is possible).
blessing to this.
best service of the C mpany.

(bl &

"Hollant sche Thuyn", lying in the roads before MOREE, datum ut

supra.

N.B.
from the above Minutes.

Admiral Veron's fleet.

_“Omlandia.
* Swarte Leeuw.
~Engel Gabriel.
_Middelburgh.
*Hoope.
Haerlem.
~Doordrecht .
"Speramunde .
\Dolphijn (? vide Minute of 24th Nov.)
+Post paert.

AZeepaert. yachts.
-Armui jden.
7 Toijevaartgen,
5 (12. -132-)

Local ships.

“;V Fortuyn.
v Mauritius.

i18.

(Signed by the same signatures as on the 24th.)

The following lists of the ships has been compiled

Admiral Lam's fleet.

> o
‘Hollant sche Thuyn."”
‘Neptunus.
‘Orangien Boom.



1625.

The Journal of Admiral Jan Dircxsen LAM. (1624-28)

(Extracts)
(St .Gen. Admiraliteitszaken. 15.)
1624 .
JOURNAL.

in the year 1624 the Directors of the Chartered W.I.C. for the
good success and capture of the Bahia de Todos Los Sanctos have
caused to be fitted out for the second equippage, twenty-—five well
mounted and victualled yachts and &hips, both chartered as well as
their own; equipped by the Chambers of Amsterdam, The Ommelanden,
Groningen, Hoorn, Enchuysen, and the Mase; over which the XIX have
commlssioned and appointed as Admiral, the Hon. Valiant #r Jan
Direxsen LAM. And as the quantity, quality, and the names of the
aforesaid ships, also from whence theu sailed out, are sufficiently
and fully stated in the previous page, thereford we shall only set
down here those which are desfiined to set sail out of Texel, and
are as follows:

On the last day of Yecember we raised our anchors, in God's Name,
in order to sailZ out of Texel with our ten ships namely, the ship
"Hollant sche Thuyn", on which was Admirla Lam; the ship "Haerlem"
on which was Vice-Admiral Jan Gerritsen Van Dijeck; the ship
"Leijden", skipper & Rear-Admiral Hendrick Janssen of Huysduynen;
the ship "8warte Leeuw", Pieter Jacobssen Hoochwal; the yacht
"Winthout™, Rombout Philipssen; the yacht "Hase" Skipper Joost ...f®x
.«- (sic); and furhter four other chartered ships "Eendracht",

"St Jacob", "Jonas", and "Cronenburgh". But in coming into the
Slenck, the Vice—-Admiral who was in front of us got aground; where-
fore he immedliately took in his flags and fired in order to xxxxma
warn us, but our pilot thought we had no noot van de Rrzzkkr
droochte. But he and we shortly afterwards found ourselves de-
ceived for as our Cl .o sew “ s .s s o

(Bnd of first page of the Journal. Lhe next page

photographed is the following)

fhe 10th June. Guessed we were a hundred miles E. to N. of Sierra
Leona.

I'he 12th ditto. Was resolved (that as from the 26th May -being
then at the height of six degrees North of the Line- until this
date we found ourselves mostly in calm with S. & S.Ww. winds, we
have been driven a half degree to the North, whereby much sickness
& mortality arose amon the common men and specially on the

"Ne ptunus", wherefore Mr Cuningham came on board us informing the
Adadral of it, in particular that his caskage was not servicable,
whereby he had suffered great leakage in wafer, beer and wine)
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to put into Sierra Leona, situate at the height of eight degrees
North of the Line in order to refresh ourselves and to take in a
supplyes of water as we had not obtained any at S5t Vincent.

The 13th ditto (June). Guessed we were about 60 miles from the
shore.

The l4th ditto. In the morning sighted land which was Cabo Monte,
situate at six degrees, having thus (beyond all skippers' and
mates! opinions) fallen low; where also the same midday, we came ¥
to anchor on the West side, hoping to obtain some refreshments

and water there and then to procedd on our voyage to the Bahia.
Wherefore the Admiral and the Council immediately sent thither a
boat from the "Neptunus" with some small trifles to the King, in
order the better and sooner to attain our object, with e=mpress
orders, nevertheless, in order to aveoid and prevent all dangers
and difficulties, to be on their guard, and they should not

rashly proceed on shore. Coming on shore they there heard of
three Netherlanders who had lain there for over two years in order
to trade on behalf of the W.I.C. or private merchants, who informed
our men that the King was not there but would come within two or
three days; but, nevertheless, that little refreshment for our
three ships would be obtainable, and water was lmpossible for us
to fetdch as the sea was so getting up and was so stormy that the
boat had almost capsized and been truned over on two several occa-
sions; in such manner that Pieter van Corsele of Bergen op Zoom,
Sergeant in the Bompany of Pieter Martens (who had been sent there
because he could speak Portuguese and had swum ashore) cculd not,
or dare not rEkurm come into the boat again, but had to remain
standing there.

The 15th ditto. In the morning, before daybreak, Captn Pieter
Mertenssen, came on board our ship requesting the Admiral to be
willing to remddn yet for that day in order to have his Sergeant
fetched; to which the Admiral replied that -as nothing was to be
obtained there for us and with our three costly ships we were
lying with the wind on to the mmask shore (op een lager wal)
whereby through storm and bad weather more difcficulties might
arise- he would therefore raise anchor at day-break and put out
to sea, but that the "Neptunus" should wait 2-3 miles from the
shore with small sall, which should meantime send the boat ashore
to fetch him; which also was done. But instead of fetching him,
it again left standing there one Jgan de Maecht, Assistant in the
Neptungs, who was to hand over to the Netherlanders a letter from
Mr Cuningham in order to be transmitied to the Hon. Directors in
due course, but he had previously been warned by Mr Cuningham to
be careful and not to swim ashore but that he should seek to get
the same fetched by some Blacks Bf the country. All which the
Admiral hearing, he had sail set in order to proceed on our voyage
to the Bahla (as he thought nothing was to be obtained and muc% :
time was being consumed). But about the evening, Mr Cuningham,
coming on board, showed and hande | over to the Admiral a certain
humble petition on behalf of all the officers,seamen & soldiers of



the "Neptunus"and signed by the said officers to the effect that
one should sympatif§ise with and have compassion upon their poor
state; that they had many sick and were provided with little

water and what they had was not servicable and stank, which caused
more sickness than health, in such manner that it was impossible
for them so to put out to sea; that their first skipper, Jacob
Cornelissen Moerssoom, and last upper mate, Salomon Cornelissen
Bommer, had aied and the present skipper, Aarnout Martenssen/
Croeger, was very sickly and if he came to die there would be noe
body competent to navigate the ship, whereby they would come into
the utmost extremity of getting lost; that therefore wne ought not
so to part from the coast but should give attention to such an im-
portant matter in which they and the Company were so much concerned;
which they would justify in return by good service etc. To all
which, as also to our own necessities, the General and the Council
having given attention, they have found good to persist in the
Resolution dated the 12th instant, and to put intm at Sierra Leona,
and set our course thither: but at night we had to lie to (setten)
again in 16 fathoms.

The 16th ditto (June). The wind being southerly we had to remain
lying at anchor.

The 22nd ditto. Sunday. After we had been at anchor here and %ﬁ;
there on the Bachas de St Anna, we came and arrived in the river of
SIERRA LEGNA where we anchored about the water place. There we
found also anchored a small French ship from Diepen, named "La
Fidelle" the skipper or captain on the same named Jean Boijvin.

The Blacks came on board, were very glad and showed us much friend-
ship, as we also to them. That same day we sent some presents to
the Captain of the village who (die) was named MANGIJ, in order to
have liberty and freedom to fetch water, cut wood, pluck lemons, and
otherwise, as is the custom kexe there; but the gift was small,
being one iron stave, a small keg of liquor, a small keg of Spanish
wine and some trifles.

The 28rd ditto. Began to fetch water and cut wood.

The 24th ditto. The Admiral ha& the Council summoned, where was
resolvedthat all the skippers should use their utmost endeavours
and diligence to clear out the ships, make them ready, fetch water
and cut wood in order to be able to set sail again as quickly as
posslble; within which time one of the Admiral's sloops (Chaloup)
should be set up, as was also done. It was then also found good
that Captn Adriaen Joorissen Bres should deliver to the "Neptunus"
of Veer ten water casks, as it was very badly provided with
caskage etc.

Ditto. Sent with the boat some presents to the King of Sierra
Leona, named FARAMBORE, who was then three miles higher up the
river thanwhere we lay at# anchor; by which, the same night, he
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came on board, coming to welcome us, saying that the country stood -
open for us and everything was for our benefit except his subjects!'
rice, palm nut trees, and tobacco, which he recommended and zlso

charged us to excuse.

The 25th ditto (June). The King ®went on shore again, taking with
him the Fiscal Stulnigh, and Mr Cuningham, Upper Factor of the ship
"Neptunus", who returned on board on Sunday.

From the beginning,when we came here, until the end, when we de-—
parted, we did nothing else than fetch water, cut wood, and pluck
lemons (limes) which we also gob in great abundance but were at )
first small but afterwards very good and fine. Also now and then
sent the boats to the opposite side or North of the river, which
country is called BOLOM, Where our men traded fowls,limes, oranges,
and otherwise, except that the fowls there are somewhat more costly,

The 15th July. Was resolved by the Admiral and the Council that/
as,according to all possible opportunity, the ships had been made
ready, supplied with water, a sloop set up, and the men reasonably
refreshed, one should set sail again on the 18th instant; and altho!
the currents continually run to (om) the north and the winds blow
South and S.S5.West, that nevertheless in the hopes of continuing

our voyage and in order to lose no time, we should seek to run out
to sea at about thirty miles outside the Bachas de St Anna, setting
the best course dally and see what God will grant. It was also
resolved (as our voyage —8od better it- was proceeding slowly, ’
mingled with much wretchedness) that in order to economise meat

and pork, there should be served not more than twice weekly,namely
Sundays and Thursdays, meat or pork, and stock fish four times

Baxiy weekly.

The 26th ditto. The wind E.S.E. Raised our anchors and set
sail, but as it wax became calm in the afternoon, anchored again in
12 fathoms behind the extreme hook. At this time had many of our
men lying with "rode loop ende heete coorse'.

The 21st ditto. The wind south. Raised anchors and sailed west.

T?edBEnd to the 27th ditto. Sailed west with a South & S.S. west
wind. -

The 28th ditto. The Admiral had the Council summoned, where it

was resolved -as at sea we had continuous S. & S.S5. West winds,mimgiwes
mingled with storm, drizzling rain and gloomy weather and the

current was running very strongly £rm to (om) the North in such
manner that since our departure from Sierra Leona we found we had
been driven seven miles to (om) the North; and our ship "Hollantschef
Thuyn" was very leaky so that we had to pump quite sixteen thousand
"steecken" in 24 hours which would apparently increase daily as the
ship has not been provided for in twelve months and had not been
sheathed for four years-- that we should sail back to Sierra Leona
as we see the hook still S.E. to S. of us, in order to provide for
ourselves there as much as possible, as we hoped that one, Mons Jean
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Boijvin, skipper of a small ship "La Fidelle" which we had left there
would be very helpful to us, and who had two carpenters and some
calkers with whom he would be able to accomodate us; as they also did
as all mur the carpenters of our three ships are lying in their
hammocks very sick. The same evening anchored in 10 fathoms, sandy
bottom. Found the currents were running N.W. and S.H.

Primo August. In afternoon came again into the river of Sierra Leona
where we gnchored in our old place.

The 3rd ditto. The Admiral had a tent stretched on shore for our
sick of which we had many, where the next day thirty were brought, aad
kept still twenty, who had no "loop? on beard. The "Neptunus" had

in proportion, but sick who mostly lay with the "loop", for whom also
a tent was made. While we were here it rained mostly every day so
that we could not do anything to look for a leak.

The 16th ditto. Our under-mate, Picter Pieterssen Croon, went over
to the "Neptunus" as upper-mate, on the death of Salomon Cornelissen
Bommer .

The 24th ditto. We again lay ready to sail; had reasonably provided
for our ship so that we pumped only 2,400 "steecken" in 24 hours, so
that we were very glad. Wherefore on last Sunday it was resolved
that we should set sail on Thursday next, the 28th instant, in order
to proceed on our voyage.

The 26th ditto. Admiral VERON with twelve =kipx yachts and ships

(all which,except the "Hoop8Y belonged under our flag) arrived safely
by us. They came from the coast of Brazil, out of the Bahia de fiaxgai~
Traison. Brought news that Mr Boudewijn Hendricxsen and 34 sail @L'Sﬂ
had been in the Bahia de Todos Los Sanitos on the 26th May last, WJacb+
where they saw the mighty Spanish & Portuguese fleets lying, and ij.&am
understood through the captured Xmriigm Portuguese that St Salvadoor
on the lst May last had surrendered with appoinctment, after they

had lain there for six weeks. They also related that we, namely Mr
Boudewiljn Hendricxsen and our fleets, since they departed from the
Fatherland had lost over two thousand men. lhey also brought many
sick with them, after which, for some days, in order to refresh them,
they had to tow. The aforenamed Admiral's design, in the absence

of Admirdaa Lam, was to sail to the south with the aforesaid fleet and
see to executing and fulfilling the secret orders and instructions
given him to that end by both of our Hon. Directors, of which Mr

Dir. Boudewijn Hendrilcxsen had made disclosure in the presence of the
Council; who also,himself, had departed to(om) the north with a £iie
fleet of twelve ships. May the Almiighty grant His Honour and us
success and happiness (heilX so that we may redress the former injury
with new congquests and the Company may increase in equippage.

{

The same day Admiral Veron, with our Vice-Admiral Jan van Dijck,
along with other Captains and skippers, came on board welcoming
Admiral Lam, and also informed him of this his aforesaid intention;
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and handing the fleet over to His Honour, with the offer kkak if he
could do any service and Admiral Lam would recofise him (erkennen) -
like as Mr Director Boudewijn had done him; permitting him to let
his flag fly along with His Honour's, and help to take care for the
Company 's service. To which Admiral Lam,replying,said that His
Honour was welcome and he was very wellserved and rejoiced with his
Company; that also there would be no reasons to recognise him less
than Mr Director had done and he sought nothing else than good cor-
respondence, friendship and comcord in order thet the Company did
not suffer any injury through private jealousy etc; then giving
each other the hand, and promised to stay with each other and to be
loyal and faithful to each other during the voyage.

The 13th September. Admiral Lam caused to assemble the 8ecret
Councillors of our 15 ships which are together, consisting in nine
persons, who resolved,kkak as we had lost the town St Salvadoor and
were now on the Coast of Africa with a good or reasonable strength,
that we should sail to de MINA, situate at four degrees north of
the Line, and there attack the Castle and seek, with God's help,

to make ourselves masters of it; which we should:let Mr Adriaen
Jacobssen (who is in command as General on the Coast of Guinea on
behalf ofl the W.I.C.) know by the yacht "Postpaert™, so that ke should
be warned of it and might keep the Company's ships,which are there,
together which otherwise through fear and ignorance of such an uan-
expected fleet might sail away (ver]oopen) from the Coast. In
this assembly, which was also the first of the Becret Councils,
Admiral Veron informed Admiral lam and the Council that Mr Dir.
Boudewi jn Hendricxsen on his departure recommended to him that if
he heard of any ships of the third equippage they should be sent
after kim to His Honour; and whereas two ships of the same were
lying he.e, namely "Orangien Boom" # of Doordrecht and "Neptunus"
of‘Veer, he discharged himself of the aforesaid order received,

and gave it into the consideration of the Council what would be
advisable, whether to keep the same with us or to send them after
him. Upon which was found good and resolved to keep the same by
us, as it was uncertain where they would find Mr Director, and on
mis§ing His Honour or coming too late, they would run into great
peril and probably be obliged to return to the Fatherland without
effecting anything.

The 25th ditto. Set sail again cut of Sierra Leona with our 15
ships and yachts, dolng our best to sail to the Castle de Mina
in order to carry into execution our previously taken “esolution.
May the Almighty grant us conquest and victory over our enemies.

Ditto. Sent the yacht "Postpaert" in advance with the aforesdid
letters to Mr Arent Jacobssen. Before goinf furhher and leaving
Sierra Leona, where we had lain with our three ships over three
months, through contrary winds, so I shall make mention,BfXmmE
among mERYXXEramgexkmaxk other strange heasts of which there are
many theras, of one which we had on one of our ships; which was such
that it more resembled a man than a beast. For it had hands and
feet, also heels, eyes and ears as we, and smoked tobac:o with us;
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when one did it wrong it cried and gave sounds like a child
igdfour years, which.thegsailors could scarcely leave al;;e,
and over which it continually cried, wherefore the gap%ir‘
skipper, Gerrit Smiendt (to whom it belonged), had it own
overboard. It had an extraordinary strength. The Blacks or
inhabitants of the country (so the Portuguese —particularly one
Thomas Furtado who had lived there over twelve years- told mg)
think that their dead sQ zgst in it. VerY.many_are_foun
there as also what was/. a@n about it by Ruijter in h1§
"Toorts der Zeevaert" fol ... (sic. N.B. fols 285-287. Vide
pp. 58 & 59 of the Linschoten Edition.) 'twelck 1mm:r? 209.veel
kennisse hadde als daer van heeft geschreven, alsoo 't mijn de
voorss Thomas Furtado daer 'tselver van gecomen was, as also
other Portugusse & negpos declared on oath; at which I will
leave it and follow our voyage.

The 4th October. In the morning missed four of our ships namely
our Vice-Admiral, Rear—Admiral, "Swarte Leeuw" and "Be Maecht
van Dordrecht".

The 7th ditto. About midday sighted Cabo Monte about 12miles
N.E. of us.

The 9th ditto. Was resolved by the Admiral & the Council
(having heard the advice of the skippers and mates) that as we
were on the Grain Coast between Rio St Paulo & Rio d'Junco,
(N.B. i.e just about off Monrovia) situate at the height of

5 degrees 30 minutes north of the equinoctial line, we should
once more, by the yacht "zeepaert", advise General Adriaen
Jacobsen of our coming, so that His Honour might hold himself
ready against it with his force, and that we had found good to
come to anchor in COMMENDA, where it was judged our men could
most conveniently land. That also the yacht "Arnemuijden",
without waiting for us should proceed in advance as quickly as
possible and see, if the aforesaid four of our missing ships
came there, to warn them and also to inform them of this our
resolution, so that they should await us there and aot drop
down too low.

The 15th ditto. Sighted Cabo de Palmo about 5-6 miles N.E.
of us.

The 16th ditto. Passed the same.

The 21st ditto. Came with our nine sail before COMMANIJ, where
we also flound our four ships which had got separated from us on
the 4th instant, which had already lain there 5 days and had
dutifully awaited our arrival. Also understood fpom our Vice-
Admiral, Jan van Dijck, that the "Zeepaert" was lying before
Moree, but that the "Postpaert" with the advices had not yet been
there; and that the General Arent Jacobssen van Amersfoort, with
whose advice we thought to attack the Castle DE MINA in accord-
ance with our secret Instruction (like as we had advised His
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Honour by two expresses, the aforesald "Post-" and "Zee;aert")f had
left for ACRAA, but was expected within three or four days. he
which the Admiral and the Council (who had then assembled) taking
into consideration and being anxlous that his coming might well
extend longer, and that this would gilve the enemy time to reinforce
himself, so it was founf good and resolved that in order to lose no
further time we should seek to land our men the next day in order
that our intention to attack the Castle DE MINA, with God's help,
might be carried into execution. And so that everything may be done
orderly and each one, both sallor and soldlier, should know under
whom he belonged and according to whom he would have to regulate
himself, so weng*he army and the troops commanded and led in manner
following: The' Van Guard, Main Guard and Rear Guard should each
consist of four Companies; as three Ccmpanies of soldiers and one
Company of sallors. The Van Guard shoudl have Captain Jacob
Surmondt, under whom should be attached Captain Reijndert Pannecoeck,
Lieutenant Voet, and Skipper Evert Hendricxssen Crouger, cach with
one Company; but in Crouger's place, as he had something to do, and
something else occurred, Pieter Jacobssen Hoochwal, Skipper of the
"Swarte Leeuw" is appolnted. +he Main Guard, Captain Pieter Marten-
ssen Houman; under whom should be Captalns Jan Baptista Genber Heere
van Bassevelde and Salomon Boshui jsen and Rear Admiral Hillebrandt
Janssen. And the Rear Guard should be led and commanded by Captailn
Kaypkxin Dirck WelJmbach, under whom belong Captains Jacob Pompen and
Hendrick Lambrechtssen Valck, together with Skipper Wijbrant Heeres.
Further, Jan Quirijnen, skipper of "Speramunde" of Dordrecht, should
have and command a company of sailors, to whom they should be attached
where and at the place he whould be charged and ordered by the Com-
mander-in-Chief. Artillery Master & Commlssary of war should be
Sklpper Hans Campen; to whom should be attached Skipper Jan Janssen
Knijff, and Cornelis Gerritssen Chief Boatswain, on the ship
"Ne ptunus". Overseer and Commander of the boats, Skipper Adriaen
Bollaert. Captain of the Pevijenieurs, Engineer & Geweldighe shall
be Lieutenant Huns Phillipssen Grijfth. Commissaries of the Victuals
Messrs Willem Cuningham and Anthonij Delcourt, Upper-factors.
Flpally and lastly is commissioned over the sddd army as General
Commander-insChief the Hon. Vallant Admiral Andries VERON. This
Admiral Lam did especially in order to show him, Veron, that he was
not unfavourable to his honour, as not doubting o victory althpugh
Crvord s L noy

(Go etter j_t) O Ll e B DS & W OT O

The 2End ditto(October). In the morning Admiral Lam with the Fiscal
Stulnigh went on shoee in advance, in order to announce to those of
SMALL COMMANIJ, that they should have no fear of us, but that we
intended 1t against those of DE MINA; that they therefore should
keep quiet, and if we needed anything that they should be willing to
accomodate us and we would gratefully acknowlegge the same. Which
they promised and appeared to be very glad, but warned us and said
no water was to be obtained on hhe way and it was quite three miles
marching; that also the King of GREAT COMMANIJ would take it amiss
if we liunded without his knowledge and wished to attempt anything
agalnst the Portuguese, in which (so they said) he could be of ass-
lstance to us, like as also many who had been there affirmed.
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Wherefore it was found good -as it was becoming broad daylight
(hooch op den dach) and the sea was getting up very much- to
return on board again and that one should resume it the next day;
which we advised the gentlemen and friends at Fort NASSOUW that
evening by the yacht "Zeepaert", requesting that they would that
night send us a guide who was "platico" there. But we got in
reply that we should await the coming of General Arent Jacobssen
van Amersfoort as (so they wrote) they were assured he would
come within one or two days at the latest, and that His Honour's
coming and presence was of much concern for us, and he also had
great influence with the Kings of FETUY, SABOU, and COMMANF¥J, in
which Kings' power consists af rise or fall of DE UINA. Which
being taken into consideration, and considering that one or two
days was not of much concern (gelegen), we resolved to await His
Honour's arrival till that time.

The 23rd ditto (October). Mr Fiscal Pieter van Oostende came
to anchor by us before SMALL COMMANIJ with three ships. He
brought news that the General would be with us to-morrow precisily,

The 24th ditto. In the afternoon General Arent Jacobssen also
came to anchor by us with two ships, the "Goede Fortuyn" and
"Mauritius", being rejoiced at our coming. He hoped and firmly
trusted that the affair would succeed well, and after he had wel-
comed the Admiral he enquired closely into our force and situation
asking how and in what manner we had resolved to land; of which
His Honour was informed at length, and that if he had not cone,
we should nevertheless have proceeded with the exploit; that also
everything had been arranged, the troops distributed, and the
chief command, in hils absence, had been given to Admiral VERON,
in conformity with the resdlution dated the 21st instant kkexzamsm
thereanent . This His Honour praised and approved in everything,
saying he was very glad he had come in time and that he,himself,
with a company of 300 soldiers and sailors whom he had with him
would march in advance of or along with Admiral Veron, and seek
together, without any jealousy, to procure the best service of our
Honourable Lords and sasters. Wherefore was found good and re-
solved by Admiral Lam, General Arent Jacobssen van Ameesfoort and
their respective Councill¥ors that we should land the hext day and
that four of our ships namely, "Haerlem" on which was the Vice-
Admirdl, "Speramunde™ skipper K Jan Quirijnen, "Orangien Boom"
skipper Adriaen Joorissen Bres, and "Omlandia" skipper Wi jbrandt
Heres, should go and lie close before the Castle DE MINA, and
the yachts "'TOuwe Vaertgen", "Zeepaert" and "Arnemui jdenm" direct
before the village where General Arent Jacobssen understands that
the enemy has set up a small battery with three guns; where the
ships and yachts having come, they shall seek so to harass the
enemy or give them so much to do that our men shall be able all
the more conveniently to follow up their-advantage. It was also
ordered that our large sloop (chaleup) shall be supplied with
spades, shovels, matchets and other necessities, which shall sail
close along the shore so that if the army might QJjave need of any
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of them it could the more conveniently be supplied.

The 25th ditto (October). Have again landed at TERRA POQUENA
with about 1,200 men, both soldiers and sailors, besides also

150 Blacks whom the General Arent Jacobssen brought with him.

They marched until about midday and one mile (3% Eng.miles?)

from the Castle where, through great fatigue and the heat of the
sun, they rested for about two hours, when they again began to
march so long until they came under fire from the Castle, who
becoming aware of them fired upon them 5 or 6 times (but with-

out any damage). Our men seeing that, threw themselves down
behin@ a certain ki¥¥ small hill on a flat field which lies

close xm#er by the Castle, intending to conceal themselves there
for the night, and so to approach the Castle; but when they were
there, Admiral Veron sent some nimble soldiers in advance in order
to explore the field, as also General Arent Jacobssen did his
Comjany, as they suspected there would be a sortie -having placed
Lieygenant Philipssen Grijff over them. But when they themselves
with most of the Captains and officers were on the hill &n order

to look at the Castle, the soldiers, who were tired and thirsty,
mostly abandoned their arms, the one sought water,the other smoked
tobacco and many lay stretchod upon the ground, and so forth,
thinking (so it seemed) that there was no enemy there or that no one
of great force could harm them. But (God better it) in a moment
it had appesred quite otherwise, for as soon as our aforesaid off-
icers came on to the top of the small hill the Blacks, at a guess
not more than two hundred men, at that place fell upon them unex- -
pectedly with great fury and celerity, which our people becoming
aware of (verneemende) retreated, and the Captains each ran to
their disordered companies crying out "Arm! Arm! Arm!" The soldiers,
who as before said were scattered here and there, hearing this, ran
in great confusion and disorder, the one to, &nd the other past his
arms. The Blacks, like frantic and insane men, being close upon
their heels, did great murder amongthem. Veron and €aptain
Surmondt, after they had bravely defended themselves, were struck
down dead on the spot. Immedlately there was a general flight

and such terror among the men as, it may be believed, never before
was sean in any gquarter. Truly a remarkable punishment of God;
for many ran into the sea and were drowned; and most of all of them
threw their arms, such as muskets, bandoliers and side-arms, away
from them, and thus were decapitated like poultry (hoenderen) .
Indeed it happened that ten or twelve Blacks chased troops of two
hundred men, killing and decapltating as many of them as they
could. What fis more, some of them who were ill-clothed were not
content with that but, without any armed resistance, pulled those
who were the best dressed out of the troops, who also went with
them like condemned persons (als gesententieerde) and let them
tear off them first thetx "charpen kolders" and the upper garments
(in order not to be stripped) and afterwards cut off their heads
1like lambs. With which the Blacks wasted much time; meanwhile
giving our men time to flee, who otherwise evidently (as they
themselves admit) would all have been slain. In sum, it happened
so didsgracefully that it better dessrves silence than to be
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written about . It is indeed true ghat through the great heat and
marching in the sand or on the beach our men were very fatigued so
that they remained lying about in crowds who could not escape; but
had simply one Company made a stand they would, in human judgment,
have beaten the Blacks. Bufit seems that God Almighty did not
so please it, who has wished to punish us for our manifold sins.
There remained dead on that place, with those wljjo were drowned,
350 soldiers and 66 sailors from our fleet, and of General Arent
Jacobssen's men 25, being altogether 441 men: the rest escaped.
The General, not being able to walk or run anymore, was carried off
the field by his own Blacks and so, praise God, escaped. He came
the same night, with those who had run away, to COMMANIJ, and if
he had not been there the Blacks would apparently have killed all
our men, which is their way of doing against those who have been
defeated. dany standards, drums, muskets, bandoliers and side
arms were left behind. ihe Cagptains of the soldiers were all
killed except Hendrick Lambertssen Valck and Jacob Pompen; Valck
ran away and Pompen swam away. Pieter Jacobssen Hogerwal and
Wijbrandt Heeres, skippers, who were also there as Captains, also
rished, as also Flores Heeres, skipper of one of the Guinea ships7
%ﬁe Lieutenant of Fort Nassouw, Samuel des Champ, together with
other Lieutenants and Ensigns (Vaendrichs) both ordinary ahd
provislonal, Sergeants and other chief officers, whom we pass over
in order to shorten this. This massacre happened with such in-
credible haste and repidity, for it began a little before sunset
and nevertheless was mostly done in daylight. The before-mentioned
and specified ships "Haerlem", "Speramunde", "Orangien Boom" and
"Omlaniia™ lay close under and before the Castle, heavily bombard-
ing the same also. But little or no advantage was gained with it
as the Fort is naturally strong and is built upon a reciff or
jutting-out rock, of which half of the walls are constructed, and
are earried up with large and hard stones. It further lies in
its four bulwarks which flank upon each other. It is very well
designed; two of them fire into the sea and the other two defend
(bevrijden?) the land side. On the west side of the Fort lies a
small hill which commands it, named St Jago after a zmzx¥ certain
small chapel which at one time stood there, upon which our men
had cast their eyes, thinking to occupy (importegren) it the next
day, as from there, with cannon, the Castle is very well to be
forced. The village lies beneath at the foot of this hill: it
extenﬂgﬁo far from the Castle that the end is scarcely to be fired
upon with a musKet. On the west side it has a small wall for its
defence. By storm and bad weather the sea makes an island of the
Castle and outworks. It has also on the dast side an inlet like
a small bay (baijken) where they are accustomed to keep some
galleys, and still always accomodate their vessels. We will let
it stay at that about the Castle (which we have always regarded as
so easy to overmaster) and conclude with the aforesaid ships which
still bombarded the Castle and were also sluggishly bombarded from
it. They suffered no other damage than that the "Orangien Boom"
got some shots through the ship from which no one was wounded
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except the cooper who had his leg shot away, abd died a few days
afterwards from it.

The 26th ditto (October). Al11 the ships raised anchor and
sailed to TERRA POQUENA, being there our men had landed, in order
to see whether some had yet been saved who might have escaped.
For we made a guess, as also some (who had swum on board) told us,
that nearly the whole army had been slain (geslagen). While
under sail the Fiscal, Mr Pieter van Oostende, came on board
bringing a letter from General Arent Jacobssen van Amersfoort,
who was ontboot tot COMMANIJ with a part of the men; that we
should therefore at once have them fetched before the Blacks
might resolve upon something to our injury. This letter, not-
withstanding all were very sad and depressed, caused great joy
over the whale fleet, for we thought we had been sufficiently
informed and assured of the death of General Arent Jacobssen.

The 27th ditto. I'he sidp "Dolphijn™ with the yachts returned
bringing about 600 men, with whom the ships are again reinforced,
which otherwise were so weak that we could not have navigated
(regieren) them. Fort NASSOUW was also so denuded by this de-
feat that if the Portuguese had made an assault upon it that
night, 1t would have run into great danger but we had provided
for that by the sending of two Guinea merchantmen (vaerders)

The 29th ditto. General Arent Jacobssen departed to COMMANIJ
by the "Fortuyn", partly to have the King thanked because his
subjects had lodged our fleeing men for one night and treated
them well; also and especially, to see to persuade him to take
our affair in hand and "dat sich als vijandt (sic) wilde formeren."

Ultimo ditto. Got by canoe a letter from the General Arent
Jacobssen by which he let us know that the King of COMMANIJ urgent-—
ly requested that we would make yet another expedition against
(tocht op) DE MINA, he undertaking to fight (slaen) the enemy's
Blacks, for the assurance of which he of lered to send us their
decapitated heads. To whom Admiral Lam wrote in reply that he
was glad that the King appeared so willing to have the matter
at heart on our behalf and would that God granted that the deeds
might equal the words, and since the character and condition of the
inhabitants were better known to him, Arent Jacobssen, than to
him, Lam, he therefore submitted the matter to his ripe judgment,
and that in any event he would meantime always hold himself ready
for the fayx fray.

Lhe 1st November. Mr Arent Jacobssen sent Factor Jacob van
der Goes to the King of GREAT COMMANIJ in order to sound him and
see what his utmost meaning and request was.

The 2nd ditto. The aforesaid Factor returned on board our
ship, and brought news that the Aing persisted in his regquest and
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©a second time requested that we would go and lie under the Fort
in order violently to bombard it, when he guaranteed that the
Blacks would take to flight whom he would then watch for and
smite in the bushe.

The 3rd ditto (November). General Arent Jacobsen came to visit
Admiral Lam, who after some discussion found good to cause the
Secret, Peace (Breede?) and War Councillors to assemble the next
day in order to consider the King's request.

The 4th ditto. The aforesaid Councillors on the summons of
Admiral Lam assembled and Bsolved (notwithstanding the great de-
feat which we suffered before kke DE MINA on the 25th of last
month by which we were so weakened and crippled) that without
great danger we could not, or very hardly, land unless we could
obtain the friendship of the Kings of GREAT COMMANIJ, FETOU, and
SABOU who, next to God, are the only sauses of the safety or the
ruin of DE MINA as it must be daily provisioned and victualled by
them, we shall at the earnest request of the King of GREAT COM-
MANTIJ, tomorrow with all our ships go and lie close under the Fort
and village of DE MINS, in order to drive away the inhabitants by
bombardment , whom he with his men in the bush (so he promises)
will watch for and smite; with which (so he says) he will show
that he is willing to confirm the previously made promises. That
further, General Arent Jacobsen van Amsrsfoort shall sail to MOREE
by the ship "Forthuyn" to-day in order there, by some deputies,
with promises emd presents to see if they can draw the Kings of
FETOU and SABOU to our side and incite them against the Portuguese
so that our damage and disgrace might be redressed by those means.

The 5th ditto. The breeze coming from the sea, all the ships
went under sail in accordance with the foregoing resolution, and
anchored close under the aforesaid Castle DE MINA in a half-circle
to the west of it; in coming, fir ng some shots upon it to which
was also replied from the said Castle.

the 6th:dittos In the morning early those of the fastle began
to fire heavily upon us with 8-9 guns together, and we again upon
them, but doing littel damage to each other; continuing until
about towards midday, when it began to become somewhat hot, that
the enemy (after they had fired 170 shots) stopped, notwithstanding
the ships continued to fire heavily, as they had previously done.
In the afternoon the General sailed by the xXmwp small sloop
(chaloup) on board the Vice-Admiral and the other ships, admonish-
ing them to economise the powder since very little or nothing
(as he sufficiently observed) was to be effected.

The Bth ditto. After that the enemy had awoken us in the early
morning with firing and up to midday had fired about 170 shots, of
which the Vice—-Admiral got three under water and some in the
shrouds, as also from others had lost a piece out of the mizzen
and fore-mast but (praise God) no persons woundedg, the General
caused the Peace Council to assemble and resolved that, whereas
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we could not make any attempt on the Castle and it was apparent
that we hag oursclves had to expect great damage therefrom, we
should at night with the land wind lie out of range, which was
carried out the same evening (the wind with a tornado coming from
the shore). sMeantime came a canoe with a letter from General
Arent Jacobsen van Amersfoort, in which he mported that the
enemy had greatly reinforced himself on the Hill St Jago and
there was also no probability that the King of FETUY would enter
into any agreement with us and oppose himself or declare himself
an enemy against those of DE MINA/ but that at the utmost he
might be brought to it with large presents, which could not yet
be entirely relied upon, the more so as the aforesaid Arent Jacob-—
sen (so he wrote) had been informed for certain that the afore-—
said King had receieed from a certdin Portuguese quite seven
pounds (ponden) gold,so that he should show himself an open
friend and secret enemy towards us, although the aforesaid King
told our deputies he had not received such; and that also, when
our aforesaid deputies were speaking with the King, the Portu-
guese who had brought the gold was also in the house at the same
time and had listened to the conversition, or what was agreed
upon on either side: so that he, Arent Jacobsen, did not think
it advisable to begin again but that we should proceed to MOREE
so that the Council could assemble and take their advice etc.

The 9th ditto (November). In the afternoon the General (on
the aforesaid letter from General Arent Jacobsen) sent the Fiscal
lr Christiaen Stulnigh, to MOREE by the yacht "Zeepaert" in order
to consult with the aforesdid General (since we could not get the
aforesaid Kings to our devotion) what further ought to be done in
the aforesaid matters for the best service of the Company .

The 11th ditto. Having received still no report from General
Arent Jacobsen, through lack of land wind, General Lam despatched
a second time the yacht "0ijvaer™ thither with a letter in order
that he might at once definitely know what has already been done
or 1s still being done in the matter, together with His Honour's
advice whether we should go against the enemy or depart from there,
as a canoe from the King of COMMANIJ had been on board, which re-
ported that the King was complaining very much that the ships had
drawn off from the Fort and therefore requested that we would a
second time anchor under the Fort and there continue bombarding
for two or three days as we had previously done, wherebg a great
terror (so they said) would be caused among the Blacks of DE MINA,
who would then easily betake themselves to flight,se that he with
his Blacks lying in the bush could watch mmk for tham and smite
them and bring the keadx decapitated heads to us on board ete,
as he had previously promised.

The 14th ditto. Before daybreak a canoe came from MOREE with
letters from General Arent Jacobsen, from which we understood
that the aforesaid Kings had engtered into an agreement with the
Portuguese and had received much gold for it, and also that the
H11l hereinbefore referred to had been very greatly reinforced,

Tl



5o that nothing could be carried out against the Castle DE MINA for
the profit of the Lords and Masters; that therefore he flound it
advisable that we should come down with the ships so that one could
consult together over exEryxkkimg anything that might tend to the

best servige of the Company. Wherefore the General caused the Peace
Council to assemble to whom he communicated the letters, and it was
resolved to depart from DE MINA and to sail the same day to MOREE, as
was done, so that we came before MOREE the same day. And as we
still had a long voyage before us and were little supgplied with food
and drink, it was also found good and resolved to economise with the
food and drink and that henceforth meat and pork should be served

not more than twice weekly and "potspijs" twice daily, and to issue
to each man daily one can of water of 8 "mutsgens".

The 15th ditto (November). General Lam caused the Secret Coun-
cil to assemble and resolved -since the "Engel Gabriel" had been so
leaky the whole voyage and was of no help to us, as the Commissioners
for the examination of it fully declared— that the same should be
hauled on shore and broken up as incapable longer to roam the sea.

The 16th. General Lam on shore at the Fort. Wherefore the
Blacks made a great triumph. About the evening the yacht "Zee-
paert" salled to CORMENTIJN to fetch fowls and other refreshments for
the ships

The 17th. Some beats came on shore which were despatched with
pots of wine (of which the ships were little supplied) and brought
back flour, salt, and stockfish in its place.

Ihe 18th. The yacht "Zeepaert" returned, bringing some sheep and
fowls which were distributed among the fleet.

The 19th. The aforesaid yacht sailed back to CORMENTIJN and kmpe
hopes to fetch more refreshments (which w re very much needed in the
fleet). About the evening the Preacher went on shore to stay at
the Fort.

The 20th ditto. 50 soldiers from the fleet were brought on shore
to the Fort, reinforcing the same with them (as it was very weakened
through the fight of DE MINA) .

The 21st. Our Ensign (Vaandrich) of the soldiers was ordered to
go on to the ship "Swarten Leeuw".

The 23rd. General Lam with all skippers and factors went on
shore to the Fort for sermon, which Domine Jonas preached there for
his first time.

The 24th. The General summoned the Peace Council who jointly
resolved (as our men were now strenthened and reasonable rERr=skedi}

healthy) that we should set sail,in order to proceed on our vayage,
on the 28th.

The 26th. General Arent Jacobssen van Amersfoort came on board




us, requesting General lam to come on shore once more before his
departure, to which h- consented.

Lhe 27th ditto (November) . Towards mid ay General Lam went on
shore ,as also some skippers and factors where the Preacher of the
nomlandia" preached a sermon. Then came the yacht "Zeepaert" with
some refreshments from CORMANTIJN, which were distributed among

the fleet.

The 28th ditto. General Lam and all skippers and factors took
leave of General Arent Jacobsen van Amserfoort who also convoyed
General Lam on board,and meantime the signal was given to set
sail, and in the weighing of the anchor the cable and the buoy
rope belng broken we w:=re obliged (as the fleet was badly provi-
ded with anchors) to ®mmain lying that day in order the next day
to drefige for it, as was done.

The 29th ditto. In the early moraning, after our anchor had
been fished up, the General of the Coast came on board again to
take leave of us, and heing under sail he went back ob shore with
his sloop, over which some salutes were fired from our ships, to
which the Fort & merchantmen replied, thus parting from each k-
other. We set course S.E. to S. May the All Gracious God grant us
Better success than we have had up till now.

Ultimo ditto. The wind was N.toW. with a little fresh breeze.
At midday were at height of 4 degrees 11 minutes.

(End of pages photographed)

N.B. Therest of the voyage (extracted from Linchoten Edition
of fDe Laet)f, Vol I, was shortly as follows: ol ok

14 Dec., Sighted Il.Corisco. Sailed into Gaboon river i

24 Dec. BetimdxtmbaXGagdewiRixmd/& on 25th sailed up 3 miles)p.
before the King's island where they remained clean- )112.
ing ships till end of year.

5 Jan. 1626. haised anchor.

11 Jan. Anchored at Cabo de Lopes.

1

1 Mar. Sailed 2nd time from there to set course for Dot
Brazil. jo
ZExkpr.15 Mar. Anchored at Annobon Isl. PP

22 Apr. Sighted Cabo St Augustin (S.Pernambuco) but found)158-
it inadvisable to go nearer. Decided to return to )158.
Vlaemsche Islands (Azores).

31 May. Sighted Isl. Flores (Azores) but as ships were in
want, decided to sail to Fatherland, where they
arrived on

20th June 1626.
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