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EDIT'RIAL 
MEASURES FOR ABlJNDANCE 

WE share with the Minister of Finance and Economic 
Planning his concern about the current shortages in tac 
supply of certain essential items of consumption; we are 
also distu rbed by the collusion that has resulted in the 
hoarding of goods, deliberate inflation of prices, and, in 
short. the present suffering of the defenceless consumer. 
But while we agree with the Minister on his diagnosis of 
the current problems. \ _::: are unable to give him our 
unqualified support for the remedies that he proposes to 
administer. 

Two considerations impel us to our present stand on 
the issue of shortages and high prices of essential 
consumer items. First. any measure to combat the eVIl of 
hoarding and high prices must be directed towards flood­
ing the market with the goods and services in question . 
and it must be seen to be effective for this purpose· There 
is a tendency to have trust in the probability of a ready 
and voluntary reaction of entrepreneurs to changes in 
market forces and opportunities that are afforded by a 
(ree and competitive market. 

What the Minister docs not appear to fully appreciate 
is that we are not operating in a free and competitive 
market situation. There is every reason to argue that our 
present troubles stem as much from the precarious nature 
of our foreign exchange reserves as from the plethora of 
nauseating big and petty monopolies that seem to be 
endemic in our economy. For, before goods arrive on our 
shores, the processes that are gone through are within 
neither the ken nor the means of most would-be importers. 
The import-export business demands certain categories of 
expertise. certain types of contacts between manufacturers . 
importers. transporters, financiers and msurance compa­
nies . The few who have these are the same persons who 
may and, indeed, can take advantage of the concessions 
made by the Minister . 

But wiJ1 they take advantage of them to the extent 
expected by the Minister? This is the question to which the 
Minister should have more seriously addressed himself. 
Jf. for any reason, these monopolists believe that taking 
full advantage of the concessions will adversely affect the 
rate of their profits in favour of a little more comfort for 
the co.ns~mer. they may not do so. Arter all, they also 
have limned resources the rational allocation of whkh is a 
major concern for them. If. therefore. they discover that 
flooding the market with, say, rice is going to hurt the 
general rate of profits, they may indeed decide to shih 
their resources from rice importation to, S8). importation 

• , 
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of drugs. Indeed. are the new concessions not 
too strong a temptation for our present foreign 
businessmen to export profits through the usual 
tricks? The chances are that, in this monopo­
listic situation. importation of the items listed by 
t:1C Minister may increase. but !flat sufficiently to 
allay appreciably the present plight of the consu-

mer. 
It is therefore our suggestion that, if the 

government is prepared to release foreign 
exchange. as assured by the Minister. then as an 
interim measure (i.e. before we are able to 
produce, lx ally. sufficient quantities of the goods 
concerned). the government should establish a 
machinery charged solely with importation of 
the listed items. This measure need not prevent 
any businessman from also importing those 
items. The government should. at least. make 
sure that the goods are on our shores. It is then, 
and only then. that the new system of distribu­
tion proposed by the Minister of Agriculture 
may be meaningfully put to the test of practice. 

Secondly, we cannot fully agree with the 
Minister because in the light of what has been 
said above, unless some foreign firms participate 
in the importation of those items. we are not 
going to get the goods in requisite quantities. 
Allowing them to do so would. however. make 
the implementation of Part IT of the Ghanaian 
Enterprises Decree. 1968. very problematic. 
- ==- --~ _. -- - -

Observer Notice 
We wish to give notice to our reader· 

writers as follows: 

I. The Obs~,v~, does not accept syndica­
ted matenal. and rejecls at sight aTiy copy in 
carbon duplicate. mimeographed form-ex­
eept official releases from recognised esta­
blishments-and material in any other forms 
of duplicatioD; 

2. Should we inadvertently publish any 
material which then appears elsewhere, or 
which we later discover to have already 
appeared in another publicatiQn, we .hall 
put an immediate and permanent ban on all 
ruture contributions from the author or 
authors of sucb material; 

3. We remind our writers of our reserva­
tion of the right to reject overlong manu­
ICripts. or to treat them in any way that 
makes them acceptable to our editorial rules. 

The Economy 
MANIPULATING THE BUDGETS 

By 
J. N. Seward 

THE economic policy of the National Liberation 
Council had the stated aim of providing a 
"breathing spell". "BreathiDg spell" implies 
rest. We had a rest, but did we enjoy it? 

Those Ghanaian workers who were thrown 
out of work by the reduced government budgets 
certainly didn't. School leavers who were greet­
ed by "no vacancy" signs didn't. These groups 
are still with us, and something must be done to 
increase employment opportunities. Deportation 
of aliens may provide some job openings. 
Certainly the massive popular support for the 
measure indicates that many thought of this. 
But, then. most aliens with jobs weren't supposed 
to be those who fled . Clearly, increased govern­
ment spending is required if unemployment is 
to be brought within reasonable limits. 

If this is so. then why were the N .L.e. 
budgets what they were? We all know the 
answer to that one. The economy was over· 
inflated. and the balance of payments was oul 
of kilter. When the International Monetary 
Fund was appealed to for assistance, the assis­
tance was given on condition that a stabilization 
programme be pursued. Stabilization implies 
balanced or surplus budgets and balance or sur­
plus on international account. The N.L.C. 
economic policy-makers achieved both of these 
objectives. But these didn't make most of us 
happy. 

Scanty Means vs. HappiDess 

The IMF is Dot to be blamed. The IMF. 
after all, is a bank. and bankers always insist 
that their debtors live within their means. And 
the N.L .C. is not to be blamed either. The exi­
gencies of their situation forced them to pass 
the message on and make us live within our 
means. But when one's means are scanty, living 
within them is not conducive to happiness. 

Let's run away from this unpleasant conclu· 
sion and move on to another direction. What do 
we want? Economic development and more job 
opportunities. All this is with a view toward 
increased production and more of the material 
things of life. 

How do we get it? Increased government 
speDdiDg is required if more jobs are to be 



~7 March J 970 THE LEGON OBSERVER 1 

created. The National Service Corps will help 
to alleviate unemployment among the youth, but 
it means more government spending. This pro­
gramme (and others of its kind) will lead to a 
Quickened pace of economic development in the 
areas in which it operates. Things are looking a 
little brighter already. 

But what about the balanced budget? How is 
this increased spending going to be financed? 
Where's the money coming from? The financing 
is going to come from the Bank of Ghana, 
where cedis come [rom. Tax-payers don't create 
cedis; it is the Bank of Ghana which does create 
the cedis. 

Balanced budgets have been "old bat" for 
decades now. Lord Keynes declared them so. 
fhe solution to unemployment problems is de­
ficil budgets. 

So far. so good_ We are going to run deficit 
budgets. and put some of the unemployed 
youth to work. But we should not forget. though. 
that we want them to work productively. so 
(hat we can get some economic developmer.t in 
the process. 

Domestic Inflatron 

Now. what about the IMF? We are feeling a 
bit happier, but is the IMF going to like it? The 
IMF lends hard currency. not cedis. They are 
primarily interested in our foreign exchange 
earnings vis a vis our import bill . Gentlemen of 
the IMF have a theory. an economic theory. 
that says that domestic inHation adversely affects 
the balance of payments, increasing imports and 
decreasing exports, Running a deficit budget 
promotes inflation. Therefore no deficit budget. 

Tbere may be a way out of this one. First of 
all. remember we are going to make sure that 
those who are PUI to work with the deficit 
produce. This will help to increase the supply 
of goods, thus toning down tbe inflationary 
Impact of the deficit. Secondly, we are not going 
to permit the increased incomes to be spent on 
imports. because we are going to continue 
rationing foreign exchange via exchange control 
(even if we scrap the Import licensing system). 
This leaves us only with the supposed adverse 
effect on exports. 

This suppo!-.ed adverse export effect may not 
even exist. Cocoa. the major export. is not affect­
ed in an} predictable way by domestic inflation . 
If timber exports are affecled, and this is 

debatable. then we will subsidise timber pro­
ducers in one way or the other. The ways are 
diverse. No import duties on machinery needed 
by timber producers. subsidised rail rates, elimi­
nation of export duty on timber, to name a few . 
Other exporters should not be affected. since 
inflation or no inflation, wage increases will be 
kept in line with productivity increases. 

Thus. there is no reason for the IMF to be 
unhappy, since our foreign exchange outlays 
will still be carefully rationed, a bit more wisely 
than in the past perhaps. but still rationed. 

We will still be living within the foreign ex­
change constraint, and unless we can do some­
thing to increase foreign exchange earnings. 
they will still be scanty, so we won't be happy. 
But by loosening the government purse strings, 
we will get some increase in production. some 
reduction m unemployment. and some increase 
in the supply of gO<Xls. SO we should be happier 

Postscript The University of Ghana, among 
other government agencies and departments, has 
been hamstrung in its operations by unrealisti­
cally low votes. There is no reason to force 
government agencies to operate on overdrafts. 
no excuse for forcing highly paid profesSional 
men i.e. Finance Officers. who are supposed to 
~e sp~nding their working days rationalizing the 
fmanclal programme of their agencies and insti­
!utions. to rather become professional beggars 
,"stead. This is why one sees no excuse. when 
the Bank of Ghana can provide all the cedis 
required to lubricate their agencies. Money has 
been called a lubricant, and properly so. 

1970 Population 

Census: Are 

You Counted? 
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T1:MATEK: 
the emulsion paint that makes your home come 
alive. Made to last In hot climates and available in 
• nnge of exciting colours . 

• 

GHANAKOTE: 
the supergloss enamel paint that's easy to keep 
tlean and protects woodwork. Available In a range 
of dazzling colours. 

• 

BEESHAM CEMENT PAINT: 
protects your home In all weathers. Specially 
mad, to give added strength and Is known for its 
durability qualities. 

• 

Available from leading hardware 
stares or direct from the factory. ' 

• 
• 

PAINT DIVISION GHANA INDUSTRIAL HOLDING CORPORATION 

P.O. BOX '44, TEMA • PHONE 2628_ 

s 
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The Law 
GHANA LAW REPORTS 

By T. G. Kane 
ThE Judicial Secretary. Mr. E. S. Aidoo. publicly 
m' 'tiated a most timely and important discussion 

I J . in his Introduction to the Problem of Slow llstlce, 
in the 27th February issue of the Legon Observer 
(Vol. V /4). 

The subject of law reform is a matter which 
bas been vigorously debated. in private. many 
many times in the past-a fact to which ~awyers' 
wives will readily testify_ Another pubhc com­
ment will appear in the April edition of the 
Rnliew of Ghana lAlv; it is written by Mr. 1. N. 
Aryee, and is a most lucid appraisal of the 
tremendous problems besetting the drafting sec­
tion of the Attorney-General's Department. 

These valuable comments are nevertheless 
microcosmic in as much as the legal system must 
be considered as a complex and many-sided 
creature. In fact the elements acc inextricably 
intertwined, and a true picture will not come 
into focus unless the viewer considers aU these 
complex facets. The purpose of this comment is 
Dot to attempt to denigrate from the value of the 
other contributions mentioned; rather it is an 
attempt to shed light upon another dark comer 
of the Jegal spectrum, and to further this most 
important discussion. 

Developing Legal System 

This dark comer that is in need of iUumina· 
tion is the office that is responsible for publish· 
ing the Ghana Law Reports and the Review of 
Ghana Law. Very briefly the modern history of 
law reporting in Ghana is a mixed story of co. 
operation and lack of co-operation with the other 
English-speaking West African countries. The 
co-operative ventures were finally put to an end 
in 1958 when the newly established General 
Legal Council undertook to publish the Ghana 
Law R~ports. This was a necessary and excellent 
step in the process of developing an appropriately 
unique legal system to coincide with the search 
for effective independence and identity. fndeed, 
the then Chief Justice of Ghana, Sir Arlm Korsah, 
IBid in his foreword to the first volume of the 
G/rmw LAw Rtports in 1959: 

I sincerely hope that following the publica. 
lion of this first issue of this new series of 
reports, it wiD be possible for subsequent 
issues to follow quickly, so as to avoid delay 

in reports of important cases being in the 
haods of members of the Bench aod Bar. 
Every effort wiJI accordingly be made to ens~re 
tbat the reports are issued regularly and With 
the least possible delay ... I caonot accord· 
ingly emphasize too strongly the. imporlll?t 
part this new series of reports will play lD 

assisting the development of the law of the 
Republic of Ghana. . . 
This statemen~ by Sir Arku, seemed a tJttlOg. 

• .. 1 if Dot restrained, portent. But how UOOIC It was. 
Certainly the law reports have been beset with 
political, financial and personnel problems; but 
then so have other Ghanaian institutions. The 
editor of the Review of Ghana Law could have 
been writing about the law reporting ratho!r than 
the registrars in the very first issue of the 
Review (1969. I R.G.L.4) when stating that the 
inadequacy of training, the overwork, the poor 
pay, the lack of materials. the unpleasant work· 
ing conditions, and the lack of respect and co· 
operation from all members of the legal profes. 
sian are matters which have a cumulative effect 
in inhibiting the desired quality of work as well 
as the rate of production. These are problems 
that are so badly in need of serious corrective. 

Eradicating Ihe Problems 

No purpose will be served in heaping invective 
upon recrimination in an attempt to put the 
blame upon speciric individuals for the current 
state of the law reports- The damage bas been 
done and the task of eradicating tbe problems 
is one that cannot afford the diversions that 
"head hunting" will throw up. The intellectual 
and physical resources exist in abundance; even 
if the financial resources are deficient there are 
avenues that can easily be explored. 

The one point which must be kept in mind is 
that the Jaw reports are the very heart and core 
of the legal system. So long as the legal profes­
sion lends tacit approval (by reason of their in­
action) to a situation where budding lawyers 
learn the law largely from English and American 
sources; while members of tbe Bar pursue their 
clients' problems largely citing English and 
American cases; and if members of the Bench 
continue to solve Ghanaian problems largely using 
English and American authorities: while these 
flaws continue, the unique legal system which is 
so vital to independent Ghana will largely rCoo 
main an iJlusion. 

Obviously the Jaw reports must be brought 
up-to-date, and once that is done all efforts 
must be made never to let tbem fall behind 
again. For those who are Dot aware, the second 
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& Wright did it. 
Nows your chance. 

Remember these two aviators who flew 
man's first powered flight 120 It In 12 
seconds? Thev had a story to tell I 
Now suppose you flew much faster and 
more comfortably WIth Lufthansa to Frank­
furt. And you took a day or two off. To 
savour Frankfurt and Its environs, which are 
8 pocket-size edition of the whole of 
Germany. 

Welllhen, you could cash in on the Frank­
furt Stopover Plan. Much of It is for free. 
Give us the chance and we'll tell you about 
It. Telephone 28313 or write to P.O. Bo)( 
3800. Accra 
And Frankfurt is also the place where our 
new Boeing 747 is panting to take you to 
the U.S. 
What's this to do with the Wright Brothers? 
Plenty. If you want to be a pioneer too. 
We'll book you here and now onto our 
Boeing 74710 New York or Chicago-which 
WIll make you a pIoneer In your own 
(W)nghL 

We won·t tell you here what you'll be able 
10 report back to Ihose in West Africa, lIke 
luxurious space, performance. SIX channel 
music. and twin language film shows. We'U 
leave that 10 your descriptIVe powers. You 
won·t have 10 exaggerate. 

See you aboard. ThaI's of course if we can 
fInd you. 

Since we work together wIth your I A,T A. 
travel agent there's almost nothIng we can't 
do for you. 

e Lufthansa 

11 
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may or (_ lie aD .... oed thaI bribery ~q;;e; 

compa 10 differing status groups. its 
urgency as an issue was made evident recently 
wben a lengthy newspaper repon on the borror. 
and inefficiency, of the passport administration 
brought the chief boss of that office promptly 
to bis feet. ActuaUy the various processes one 
bas to go through in order to obtain a passport 
bave beco devised for security reasons; they are 
said 10 be an attempt 10 keep track on thooe 
Ghanaians who, for one reason or another. 
do not qualify to leave the shores of the nation. 
Wbat is interesting is thaI, inevitably, some 
"Undesirables" manage to leave! 

QIU' .... .-e ,.. 1'" ill tb i ulyu AI weD 
III til ir CD 1OCIi1l),) then it would be 

that the Commission sbould bave indud­
IIIIlR thin one socin1ogist. Secondly, if there 

• ;'8 10 be DO argument about the legalistic 
of "bribery ODd COiiuption" - ODd tbe<e 

DO n 'OD why th .. e sbould be - then there 
110 D"d for two lawyers' the Judge who is 

the chairman of the Commission would. by 
be able 10 take care of aD the legal 

of conducting a Commission of 
WbiIe lawyers may be useful in draft­

constitutions or talking in Parliament, it is 
~rctrlC doubtful that they are ordinarily given 

much rdIection on social problems. Two 
~iok ODd one lawy .. would bave been more 

it. Thirdly, if as lOG"" certain, the Commis· . 
will enquire into the various practices 

hich civil and other public servants emberlle 
why Dot include an accountant on the 

"'nmission 1 The musician and the minister of 
were put on the Commission apparently 

au.. they are both Gud-fearing men. But 
one of them would have been enough to 

""per what promise 10 be gruelling enquiries 
the voice of the Spirit? Again we would. 

replacing one of the two gentlemen with 

Whatever the final composition of the Com~ 
':::-"; one bopes that they will begin with a r definition of "bribery and corruption", 

they wiD bear in mind "nepotism" wher~ 
it aistl. and the higher forms of piHering 

the bigher reaches of our public life such as 
arbitrary use of Government property and 
like. We also bope that the Commission 
ltan with a digest of the evidence and COD­

!uaions 01 the varinus post-coup Commissions 
Eoquiry which should provide the Government 

data to 110 on if it intend. taking practical 
agaiNl bribery ODd COIiUption in the 

ThIa lui paiDl IUgguls two q~eo. III view 
the Government's concern about "bribery ODd 

wby not begin by prosecuting those 
of our Municipal Councils who have 

p-cned on the evidence to be suilty of 
but merely ask them to refuDd the 

!m-W suma? When is fraud not fraud and 
iDdictable ill the a>Ur1S? Are We to draw 
......... tIOiii this that 1be Commj'liou on 

ODd --'-" ' _ .... ,,-. II. lDCIe dhasiuo. 

0. • • : u. 
It Imlfy ID ~ ... • 

What must beat the imagination of the ordi­
nary Gbanaian is why the process should be­
come so involved. so slow, and without any 
apparent show of businesslike attitute Iowards 
the work. A looking messenger bere; 
an angry looking clerical officec there; an 
impudent and arrogant receptionist elsewhere-­
one goes through a whole range of frustrating 
experiences. including at times being asked 
whether one rE lIy wants to have onc's pass­
port early. For those who are nol used to 
the nuances of corruption verbiage, au answer 
would sound like yes, of COWEll. But then 
the language would be mutuaUy incomprehen­
sible. 

If one is lucky, one may manage to make 
one's way into an obviously tired. obviously 
overworked boss whose office actually gives the 
impression that the passport office is understaffed 
- despite the numerous number of staff down­
stairs and upstairs some of whose routine com. 
mitments in the office are never apparent to the 
outsid ... 

Apart, however, from the desire to prune 
personnel, th .. e is also a technicality which has 
to be streamlined. A passpon application goes 
10 the Central Research Office of the Security 
~~ch; when It IS "okayed," jt goes to the loves. 
ligatIOns Department of the Security Bnuocb­
these two stations are literaUy mil.. apan­
and the process may take a day or 

tb I th
o • some 

mon s ~r IS Journey to tate place. Apparent. 
Iy, what IS needed is a "Stop List System" 
blacklist of men who do not dCIeI'Ve a palS~~ 
-and this list should be bouaed at the pass n 
of lice, wi,th probably an' ~m the S~al 
Branch m charge. When one -~nsiders the 
amount of delay inv~lved~~teriDg the 
movements of pas'r'd one thi-t.. th S L" , ... s e top 
~'t mo:hanlSlD, ud i easy avaiJability within 

e ~~"'CtI of 1M pe'spou oHice, would help 
to clllltllllte __ of the delays - as weD as 
die -pidoa of pcllibie COhUPtioa _ ill tho 
,. rut 
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Starting in business or industry? 
Already established and expanding? 

awaits 
you at 

Barclays 
Bank 

MR. EMMANUEL N. NORTEY Is the Manager ofthe K{m~/ey Arenue branch of &rc/ays Bank, in Accra. In the 
course o( his c.r~r with Barclays, extending oye, fifleM years, he has worked in many capacities 

and In nine different br.nches of the bank. Mr. Norter has three times been to lhe United Kingdom on training 
courses and holds the Institute of 8.anlfers Associate Diploma which he gained in 1963 with distinction in 

the Law Relating to &nltlng. He was (armerly M.niJger of Knuls{ord AnnUli, Accra, branch. 
Whtn Mr, Norley welcomes customeu Into his offICe they can be sure that they will gel the soundest bankIng advice, 

back«l by his wkle experience, and all the strrices that Barclays Cln offer. 

Whether your business is large or small, the comprehensive facilities of BarcJnys arc at 
your disposal.. With its progresaive ouUook .•. its wide 

experience of bunking in Ghana. ••. its connections with the City of 1. ondon 
and the Whole world .•. its network of more than. 60 branches throughout Ghana, Barclays 

can a-;at you in so many ways. And always in the !!pirit of helpfulscrvice. 
at7RlU!:NT ACCOON~ DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS, SAVINGS A.CCOUNTs, BTANDING ORDERS, FOREIGN' 
EXOHANGE. BILLS AND DOOO' KENTA,Ry CREDITS, KONEYT"H A N8FERS., TRAVELLERH' OHEQUES. 

BUBrNESS AD'\tlo!:, STATue REPORTS, INVESl'XEN"l'ADVIOE,IN8URANCE A..RR.ANOEMENTS. 

15 

• 

BARCI,AYS BANK 
At the service of Ghana's trade & industry _______ _ 
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He is a SaUTe at the crossroads of social and 

r:~;~o:~~ chance. He leaves his people to attend 
University and wben independence comes he 

of the first to be sent out as an ambassador. 

his own people find the adjustment hard to male. 
of this set is Balinde', father, Musilanga. His 
been auaht in the flood of change. After his 

tn"lfY school course. be enters a Training College 
unfortUnately allaht having an affair with a 
a mission school, so be is dismissed. He goes 
difficult journey to Dar es Salaam and secures 
Then comes Nyercre', nationalist movement. 

Jndl. a natural place in this and soon is sent to his 
area of Chamambo as the Party', representative 

agent of Socialist change. 
Ujamaa exercise is aimed at transforming isola· 

.. ,.1 communities into viable experimental agricul­
settlements, properly boused and equipped for 

productivity. The conflict between the force~ 
and those of change are here {'IOlarized 

and bis father. The latter is traditionalist. 
not sec why he should move from his ancestral 

Furthennore a rift on a personal level had 
~~:: between himself and his son. The logic of 
~ makes this inevitable. For one of the fint 

done after independence was to democratize 
Even the village headmen, of which Musilanga 

have to be elected. The loss of this post worries 
a cause of greater chagrin to him is the whittling 
of the traditional authority of the mfeml. 

Ddcodioa: Tndidom 

conflict comes to a head when Musilansa refuses 

F~i~~~,.tthe customary role of a father in the matter 
~ Requisition of a wife. And then when the 
township is ready and on the orders of Balinde, the 
TANU boss, the inhabitants of the area. all mo\e 
of their traditional abodes, Musilanga, the last 
~d," of the ways of his ancestors, refu.scs to move. 

imminent arrival oi a Cabinet Minister promplo; 
to find ways and means of eoaxing his father 

complying with the government order. 
old man is broken at last. The traditions he 

to defend here are $hown in the context of the 
to be outmoded. Even the mteml has advised 

trying to stand against the tide . 
• ~';:', is invested with beroic stature by the ,II· 
~ bad reputation he acquires in his area. Hi~ 

disinterested actions arc mis.interpreted. with the 
that he goes through considerable mental anguish. 

imagination gets stretched a few times though, 
tbeatricality of some incidents In Balinde's rift 

his father, one finds it hard to appreciate the old 
utter refusal to talk to his son. Is it not part of 

! tiofi.1 custom to give a hearing to one's son, how-
W3\-"Ward he may have been? And what excu~ 

a father 10 refuse to listen to an estranged son 
the laner takes the Irouble to take shelter behind 

~pI.bl. inlennediaries? 

the theme of the novel itself is the way in wbic.:h 
f,,"d""~ is explained to the population. and the 

being made to transform Tanzanian society in 
a way as 10 impro\'c the lot of the common 
The socialist doctrine of TANU finds. natur..!l 
in this "nina. Tanzania. has chosen thc socialist 

and self·reliant path to deyelopment. Gabriel Rubum­
bika', analysis o( this effort is worthy of the e.ttention 
of all those who bave a concern for the soul and pro­
gress of Africa. 

On Womanhood 
WOMEN AND THE NATION 

By 
Christiana O. Kissiedu 

I AM VERY grateful for this opportunity to prescnt 
the Ghanaian Association of University Women, 
and what is stands for, to the interested public . 

The Association was started in 1965 as aD 

alumni of old students of Volta HaU, Univer· 
sity of Ghana, a kind of an "old girls Associa­
tion" which was also to include those women 
who left the University before Volta Hall was 
built in 1959/60. Initially, therefore, member­
ship was restricted. This fact could stal1d only 
so long as Vol", Hall continued to be the only 
Hall of Residence for Women in the University. 
When Mensah Sarbah Hall started 10 accom­
modate women students. it was felt that the 
time had come to revise the Association's Con· 
stitution in order to make the membership 
qualification clause applicable to every woman 
who has passed through the Universiy of Ghana 

Soon after this decision was taken we realized 
that the ideal would be to include all University 
women in the country both Ghanaian and 
foreign, regardless of what Universities they 
bad attended, whether local or abroad. Thus in 
1967, the Ghanaian Association of University 
Women in its present form, was borDo 

Invaluable Service 

The Deed for such an association was born 
out of the urge of feUow·feeling among women 
with University education in the country, and 
out of the conviction that as a group, women 
can render invaluable service to the nation. The 
ai~s of1tte Assoc.iation. are, inter alia. to help 
rlllSe the educatIonal standard of Ghanaian 
women in particular, and the entire populace in 
general. I need Dot labour on the off.repeated 
maxim which says "educate a woman and you 
edu~te a whole ,nation". This we would do by 
learnmg from theIr successes and achievements. 

Toward t.hjs end, the Association sought and 
ob"'ined Associate Membership of the Inter­
national Federation of University Women based 
in London. We would also make use of avail. 

, 
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Our Home Delivery Scheme will enable you to pick up a brand 
new car, almost anywhere in Europe and you will enjoy all the 
advantages of having your own car during your leave. 

Doesn't all this sound interesting? It is easier and cheaper than 
you think! 

('all soon and ask for D~tails. 
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MOTORS 
Accra P.O. Box 543. 

Kumasi P.O. Box 1945. 

Sekondi P.O. Box 102. 

Phone 64503/04 

Phone 2268 

Phone 6181 

Tamale P.O. Box 113. Phone 2853 
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