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C ol'l'espondence respecting 

Africa lying between 

1845-77. 

the Torritory 011 the vVest Coast of 

5° 12' and 8° of South Latitude: 

TREATIES BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND PORTUGAL : 1810-17. 

No. 1. 

Treaty of Friendship and Alliance between Great BTitain and POl'tugaZ .- -S igned at Rio 
JaneiTo, FebruaTY 19, 1810. 

ARTICLE X. 

HIS Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, being fully convinced of the 
injustice and impolicy of the Slave 'Trade, and of the great disadvantages which arise 
from the necessity of introducing and continually renewing a foreign and factitious 
population for the purpose of labour and industry within his South American 
dominions, has resolved to co-operate with His Britannic Majesty in the cause of 
humanity and justice, by adopting the most efficacious means for bringing about a 
gradual abolition of the Slave TTade throughout the whole of his dominions. And, 
actuated by this principle, His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal engages 
that his subjects shall not be permitted to carryon the Slave Trade on any part of the 
coast of Africa, not actually belonging to His Royal Highness' dominions, in which 
that 'l'rade has been discontinued and abandoned by the Powers and States of Europe 
which formerly traded tbere; reserving, however, to his own subjects the right of 
purchasing and trading in slaves within the African dominions of the Crown of 
Portugal. 

It is, however, to be distinctly understood that tbe stipulations of the present 
Article are not to be considered as invalidating or otherwise affecting the rights of the 
Crown of Portugal to the territories of Cabinda and Molembo (which rights have 
formerly been questioned by the Government of France), nor as limiting or restraining 
the commerce of Ajuda and other ports in Africa (situated upon the coast commonly 
called in the Portuguese language tbe Costa c1a Mina) belonging to or claimed by tbe 
Crown of Portugal; His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal being resolved 
not to resign nor forego his just and legitimate pretensions thereto, nor the rigllts of 
his subjects to trade with those places exactly in the samp, manner as they have 
hitherto done. 

No.2. 

Treaty between G1'eat Brttain and Portugal. f01' the Restriction of the Portuguese Slave 
T?'ade; and for the Annulment of the Convention of Loan of 1809, and Treaty of 
Alliance of 181O.-Signed at Vie;na, January 22,1815. 

In the Name of the M03t Holy and- Undivided Trinity. 

HIS Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal having, by the Xtb Article 
of the Tre~ty of Alliance concluded at Rio de Janeiro on the 19th February, 1810, 
<leclared Ius determination to co-operate with His Britannic Majesty in the cause of 
humanity an.d)ustice, by adopting the most efficacious means for bringing about a 
gradual abolItlOn of the Slave Trade; and His Royal Highness, in pursuance of his 
said Declaration, and desiring to effectuate, in concert with His Britannic Majesty 
and the other Powers of Europe who have been induced to assist in this benevolent 
ohject, an immediate abolition of the said Traffic upon the parts of the coast of Africa 



which are situated to the northward of thc lille; His Britannic Majesty aud His Royal 
Hig-hness the Prince Regcnt of Portugal, equally animated by a sincere desire to 
acc~elerate thc moment when the blessings 01' peaceful industt'y and an i.rll1occnt 
commerce may be encouraged throughout this extensive portion of the Contmcnt of 
Africa, by its being delivcred from the evils of the Slave 'l'radc, ha,ve ag:rced t~ entcr 
into a Treaty for thc said purpose, and have accordingly namcd as theIr Plempoten­
tiaries, viz. : 

[Here follow the names and titlcs of thc Plenipotentiairies.] 

ARTICLE 1. 

That from and after the ratifLCation of the present 'Treaty, and ill(' publication 
thereof, it shall not be lawful for any of thu subjects of the Croll'll oj" l>ortugal to 
purchase slaves, or to carry on the Slave 'l'rade, on a,ny part of the coast or Africa to 
the northward of the Equator, upon any pretext or in any ma.nner wl\a,tsoever: Pro­
vided, nevertheless, that the said provision shall not oxtend to any ship or ships ha,ving 
cleared out from the ports of Brazil previous to the publication of such ratification, 
and provided the voyage in which such ship or ships arc cngagcd shall not be 
protracted beyond six months a,fter such pUblicatioll as a,foresaid. 

ARTICLE II. 

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal hereby agrees, and binds 
himself to a,dopt, in COllcert with His Britannic Ma,jesty, such measures as may best 
conduce to the effectual execution of the preceding engagement, according to its true 
intent and meaning; and His Britannic Majesty cngages, in concert with IIis Royal 
Highness, to give such orders as may effectually prevent any interruption bcing given 
to Portuguese ships resorting to the actual dominions of the Crown of Portugal, or to 
the territories which are claimed in the said Treaty of Alliance as belonging to the 
said Crown of Portugal, to the southward of the Line, for the purposes of trading in 
slaves, as aforesaid, during such further period as the same may bc permittcd to be 
carried on by the laws of Portugal, and under the Treaties subsisting bctwccn thc two 
Crowns. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Treaty of Alliance concluded at Rio de Janeiro on the 19th February, 1810, 
being founded on circumstances of a t.emporary nature, which have happily ceased to 
exist, the said Treaty is hereby dcclared to be void in all its parts and of no effcct; 
without prejudice, however, to the ancient Treaties of Allia.nce, Friendship, and 
Guarantee which have so long and so happily subsisted between the two Crowns, and 
which are hereby renewed by the High Contracting Parties, and acknowledgcd to be 
of full force and effect. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The High Contracting Parties reserve to themselves, and engage to determine by 
a separate 'l'reaty, the period at which the Trade in Slaves shall universally cease and 
be prohibited throughout the entire dominions of Portugal; the Prince Regent of 
Portugal herehy renewing his former declaration and engagement, that during the 
interval which is to elapse before such general and final abolition shall take effect, it 
shall not bc lawful for the subjects of Portugal to purchase or trade in slaves, upon 
any parts of the coast of Africa, except to the southward of the Line, as specified in 
the lInd Article of this Treaty; nor to engage in the same, nor to permit thcir flag to 
be used, cxcept for the purpose of supplying the Transatlantic possessions belonging 
to the Crown of Portugal. 

ARTICLE V. 

His Britannic Majesty hereby agrees to remit, from the date at which the ratifi­
cation mentioned in the 1st Article shall be promulgated, such further payments as 
may then remain due and payable upon the Loan of 600,000l. made in London for 
the service of Portugal, in the year 1809, in consequence of a Convention signed on 
the 21st April of the same year; which Convention, under the conditions specified as 
aforesaid, is hereby declared to be void and of no effect. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The present Treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall be exchanged at 
Rio de Janeiro, in the space of five months, or sooner if possible. 



• 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed it, and have 
thereunto affixed the seal of their arms. 

Done at Vienna this 22nd day of ;Tn-uuary, in the year of our Lord 1815. 
, (LX) CASTLEREAGH. 

(L.S.) CONDE DE PALMELLA. 
(L.S.) A. DE SALDANHA DA GAM'A.. 
(L.S.) J. LOBO DA SILVEIRA. 

No.3. 

Convention between Great Britain and Portugal, additional to the 11reaty of Januar'lj 22, 
1815, for the Prevention of the Stave Tmde.-Signed at London, JuZy 28, 181'7. 

ARTIOLE II. 

THE territories in whieh the 'fFaffic in Slaves continues to be permitted, under the 
Treaty of the 22nd January, 1815, to the suJiljects of His Most Faithful Majesty, are 
the following ;- . . 

1. The territories possessed by the Crown of Portugal upon the c?ast of Afr1~ato 
the south of the Equator, that is to say, uiJilOIl- the eastern coast of AfrIca, tl.J-e territory 
layinO' between ' Cape Delgado and the Bay of Loren90 Marques; and. UpO:R 
the ':estern coast, all that which is situated from 8° to 18° south latitude. 

2. Those terrii@ries ,on tln.e coast of Africa, to the south of the Equator, over which 
His Most Faithful Majesty has declared that he has retained his rights, ]lamely ;­

The territories of Molembo and Cabinda, upon the easter]l* coast of Africa, from. 
the 5° 12' to 8° south latitude. 

CORRESPONDENCE; 1845-77. 

No.4. 

Baron Moncorvo to the Sarl of Aberdeen.-(Received July 29.) 

(Translation.) Londolfi, July 28, 1845. 
THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Her 

Most Faithful Majesty, having laid before his Government the Convention entered 
into between Great Britain and France on the 29th May last for obtaining the complete 
suppression of the Slave Trade, and bf which the Undersigned had sent him a copy, 
accompanied by a note of the lOth June last, which was addressed to him by the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen, Her Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, has been directed by Her Majesty's Government to thank 
his Lordship for this important communication, and at the same time to make to 
his Lordship the following observations on the text and meaning of that Convention. 

In Article I of the Convention is pointed out the portion of the coast of Africa 
where the two nations are to establish their cruizers in order most vigilantly. to repress 
the Slave Trade conformably with Article II, so that the station on the whole coast of 
East Africa is assigned exclusively to the British naval forces, and that on the western 
coast, from the Cape Verd to 16° 30' south latitude, to the combined naval forces of 
Her Britannic Majesty and of His Majesty the King of the French. 

N ow, all the establishments which the Crown of Portugal possesses at Guinea an 
on thl:' coast of Mina, north of the Equator, are situated to the south of Oape Verd 
and as by Article II of the Additional Convention to the Treaty of the 22nd January, 
1815, concluded in London on the 28th July, 1817, between Portugal and Great 
Britain it was expressly laid down (though that Convention was not a Treaty of limits 
for the positive determination and demarcation of all the dominions of Her Majesty) 
that the Crown of Portugal should be recognized to possess to the south of the 
Equator on the eastern coast of Africa the territories comprehended between the 
Cape Delgado and the Bay of Loren90 Marques; and on the west coast all the territory 
comprehended between 8° and 18° south latitude; and as in the same manner it was 

• Altered to western by a subsequent Declaration. 
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recognized by the same lInd Article that Her ~Iost Faithftu Majesty should have rescrved 
to her ler rights to the territory of Molembo and Cabinda, from 5° 12' up to 8° sOl~th 
latitude, it follows that almost the whole of the territories on both coasts of AfrIca 
subject to the Crown of Portugal is comprehended in thc dist.l'ict allotted in the 
said Convention of the 29th l\Iay last for the naval stations of Great Britain and 
France. 

H~nce the Government of Her Most Faithful Majest.y was great.ly disaPP?inted 
on findlllg that the said Convcntion of thc 20th May last had bccn concluded wIt.hout 
the British Government having previously made known its intentions to the Portuguese 
Government, as would have been consistent with the int.imate relations of amity and 
alliance which have subsisted without interruption betwcen the two Cro\\ ns of 
Portugal and Great Britain for a series of ages; as was due to the good faith wit.h 
which Portugal has co-operated towards the suppression of that iniquitous Traffic, h:ning 
been the first Power which resolved to act in concert to that effect with Grcat Britain, 
and the first to agree to the right of visit, sctting thereby thc example to other nations 
with which Great Britain successively treated on the same basis, and, finally, the 
nation which has recently made for the same laudable end the greatcst efforts, attended 
with sacrifices much above its strength, which on a late occasion was acknowledged hy 
Sir Robert Peel in Parliament; and as, lastly, was required by the remarkable circum­
stance that the basis of the operations of the combined British and Frcnch squad.rons 
was for the major part made to extend along the coasts and seas of thc Portuguese 
dominions of Africa, where Portugal keeps up a naval force which, backed hy t.hat to be 
stationed there by Great Britain, would he more than sufficient for obtaining in those 
latitudes the end of the said Convcntion without depending on or needing, as rcsp~cts 
the coasts and seas of the Portuguese dominions, the naval forces of another Power with 
which Portugal is not allied by Treaties for the suppression of the Slave 'fradc, aud 
which it consequently cannot recognize as possessing any of those rights which are 
deducible solely from such a Treaty; it being, moreover, greatly to be fearcd with 
regard to those dominions and the lawful trade carried on in them that the cruizers of 
that Power may pretend to give some erroneous interpretation to that Couvention. 

In Art.icle IV is conferred on the Commanders of the respective British and 
French squadrons the power of negotiating, or causing to be negot.iated, by their 
subordinate officers, 'l'reaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade "vith thc native 
Princes or Chiefs of the above-mentioned part of the African coast, whcreyer it mll,y 
appear necessary; and in Article VI it cmpowers thc same Commanders to employ by 
common accord, and in conformity with the rules of the law of nations, thc sea and 
land force necessary for insuring the observancc of the Treaties concluded in pursuuncc 
of that Convention, it being reserved to the two Contracting Powers t.o d('cidc when it 
is requisite for the attainment of the end of the Convention, on verifying the occu­
pation of some points of the above-mentioned cQast of Africa. 

Her Majesty's Government is certain that none of the above dispositions con­
tained in the said IVth and VIth Articles can ever be understood to apply to the 
above territories subject to the Crown of Portugal, not only because this very subjec­
tion and dependence of thc native Princes and Chiefs of them, exclusive of thc full 
cnjoyment of sovereignty, renders them incompctent for concluding Treaties with a.ny 
nation, but also because the employment of an armed force in thosc territories, and 
much more their occupation, would be a manifest violation and usurpation of them. 
and of the incontestable rights of Her Majesty's Crown, which, ·without the express 
consent of that august Sovereign, cOlud never become t.hc object of diplomatic 
transa.ctions between two foreign nations. 

Moreover, such transactions could never be either alJowecT or authorized by the 
British Government, the principal ally of the Portuguese Crown, and the guarantec 
and defender of her rights, which assuredly would never be attacked with more 
flagrant injustice than at the present epoch, in which Portugal most complctely fulfils 
the Treaties whereby she is bound to Great Britain with the view of obtaining thc 
suppression of the Slave Trade, employing for this cnd on the African coasts a great. 
part of her naval forces in conjunction with those of Great Britail'l. 

Article VIII establishes the right of the British and French cruizers to vcrify Uw 
nationality of the vessels they meet with, being obliged to conform to thc instructions 
founded on the principles of the law of nations, and on the constant practicc of 
maritime nations, to be furnished them by their respective Governments. 

Her Majesty's Government entertains no doubt whatever on this stipulation with 
regard to the naval forces of Great Britain, with whom Portugal has concluded Treaties 
whereby the cruizers of both nations are empowered to visit the Portuguese and 

• 
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:British merchant. vessels ; but the French Government is not in the same situation wi~h 
l;espect to Portugal, which has .no Treaty with France felr concecling to the latter 'tM 
riO'ht of visiting Portuguese ShIpS; and Portugal, therefore, can never allow France to 
p~ssess th~t right; indeed, it wo~ld be a I?atter of. ~urprise if the forces. of .a 
nation WhICh has refused to submit to the nght of VlSlt by reason of deemmg It 
indecorous to its flag, although obliged thereto by solemn Treaties, were to resolve on 
t:lxercising this very right over the ships of a nation which never cou{Jeded it to them, 
and that, too, in virtue of a Convention concluded by a third Power. 

Her Majesty's Government, therefore, being desirous to obviate the very grave 
inconveniences which might result to the interests and dignity of the Crown of that 
august Sovereign and to the lawful. commerce of Portugal from any erroneous con­
struction that possibly might be put on the stipulations of the said Convention of the 
29th May last, as appears to have already been the case in respect of the interpretation 
attached by M. Guizot. in tl~e French Parliament, to the range and station of cruizers 
on the Eastern Coast of Africa-he attempting to attribute ,there to :France an equal 

, or even superior authority to that conferred on her by the Convention on the 'West 
Coast; the danger of these inconveniences arising from the very fact of the British 
Government having concluded that Oonvention with France without rendering Her 
Majesty's Government cognizant of it prior to its baving been signed, notwithstanding 
that Portugal is, with undeniablc justice, acknowledged to be thfl most ancient and 
most faithful ally of Great ;gritain through a long series of Treaties, whereby Great, 
Britain has bound herself to defend, as zealously as the British, the interests ahd 
dominions of the Portuguese Crown; aRd Portugal being connected with Great Britain 
by various Treaties for the purpose of bringing about the desired suppression of the 
Slave Trade, while she has lWt concluded aJfY Treaty or C<!)llvention with France 'for 
the same eRd. It ' is for all thesc rmSORS t11at the Government @[ Her Majesty is 
aThxious to make known to tl1at flf Her BJ'itannic Majesty what meaning it is ,di~PQse(1 
to affix to the said Convention anru. to 'itseonsequences with regard to the situati@n ilB, 
which the Portuguese dominions and th'e ' p@ople subject to the p(i)rtuguese Crown 
might come to be placed, whi~ih m.eaningand acce;ptation IDay be summed up in the 
three following points :- _ 

1. 'rhat the stipulations of Articles IV and VI of the Convention · between Great 
:Britain and France cio not refer, nor are understood toa:pply, to the dominions of the 
Crown of Po~'tugal in Guinea and 'on the c@as,t of Mina. ,any more thall to tho&e 
territories which by the sam.e Article II of the AddiltionalConvention hetwefill 
Portugal and Great Britain of the 28th J ul;f, 181'7, the Crown o()f Portugal was 
positively recognized to !possess, or to ,t11Ose in which .it was declared by the said 
Article II that the same Crown reserved its rights. 
. 2. That by the stipulation of ,Al,ti'Cle VIII it iWas not meant to confer on th& 
French cruizers the power (which, indeed, they c.mId obtain only by a special Treaty 
or Convention vvith Portugal) of exercising the right of visit with regard to Portuguese 
ships. 

3. That the British Government, in concluding the said ConventioR, did not lose 
sight of the obligation u.nder which it was of guarding against any and every ,abuse 
which, in opposition to the ten our of the two preceding paragrruphs, might 1)e com.­
mitted by any either British or French cruizer, and of ordering everything to 'be 
restored to its former state, as well as causing complete satisfaction to be made to He~ 
Majesty's Government. 

The Government of Her Majesty, fully confiding in the well-known rectitude of 
Her Britannic Majesty's Government, and in the repeated proefs of .amity 'it has 
received at the hands of the latter, proofs to which it always has endeavoured to respond 
with the utmost eagerness, hopes that Her BTitannic Majesty's GovCl'nment will not 
fir:d any difficulty in manifesting its concmrence in the cow;truction put above on ,the 
saId C?nvention by the Government of Her Madesty, a manifestation become indispen­
sa~le: I.n order to the greater security of Her Majesty's Government and to the tran­
qUllhzlUg the Portuguese merchants who lawfully engage in fair commerce vvith the 
Portuguese ~()minions, where they have already suffered grave injuries owing to the 
ahuses practIsed hy cruizers; and much more grievous ones might have to be appre­
hende~ f;'om any erroneous interpretation of the stipulations of the said Convention. 

1Hlile the Government of' He}' Majesty, most solicitous of contributil1g all in iis 
pO,wer towar~s the at~ainment in the Portuguese dominions of the end proposed by the 
~l(l ConventlOn, has Issued the most positive orders, conformably with the spiri t of that 
lUstrument, to the Governors-General of those dominions, and to the Comru:mJers of 
the naval stations of Her Majesty's fleet, who will certainly he furnished t, iwre with 
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sufficient forces for that purpose, having also been directed to res~rt., if n('~esSUl'!, to 
the aid of the British forces there stationed, which will rendel' the mtel'ventlOn ot any 
other POI'I"C'r unnecessary. 

The Undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) BARON DA TORRE 1)E 1\10XCORVO. 

No, 5. 

The E~rl of Aberdeen to Baron Moncorvo. 

F01'eign Office, September 20, J 8'l5. 
THE Undersigned, &c., has received the note which the Baron :M oneorvo, &0., did 

him the honour to andress to him under date of the 28th Julv last with referencc to 
the Oonvention entered into by Her :M:ajesty with the King' of thc :French on the 
29th May preceding. 

In that note the Baron Moncorvo refers to the 1st Article of the Oonvention, 
which specifif's the portion of the coast of Afri<la npon which England and h·a.nee 
engage to station their cruizors so as to operate most efl"ectually for the suppression of 
the 81aYe Trade, and observes that the coast there indicated comprehends almost the 
whole of the territories subject to the Orown of Portugal, both on the ca~tcrn and 
western shores of Africa; and Baron Moncorvo proceeds to state that, this being the 
case, the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty is grf'atl~' disappointed on finding 
that the Convention has been concluded without t1:e B litish Gove\'l1mcnt having 
previously communicate:i its intentions to the Government. of POl'tl1gal, obsel'"il : ~' at 
the same time with perfect truth that Portugal hfts long- been bound to Great Britain 
by the closest ties of amity and alliance; that she was the first to act in concert with 
Great Britain for the suppression of the Slave Trade; the first to agree to a mutual right 
of search; and, finally, is the country which has recently made for the same hwdable 
end the greatest efforts, attended with sacrifices much above her stl'f~ngth. 

Baron Moncorvo also remarks th'1t the operations of the combined British and 
French squadrons arf' made to extend along the coasts of the Portuguese dominions, 
where he observes that Portugal keeps up a naval force which, backed by that to be 
stationea there by Great Britain. would be more than sufficient for a.ttaining the object 
of the Convention, without depending on the naval forces of another Po,,'er with whom 
Portugal is not allied by Treaties for the suppression of the Slave rrl'ude, D_nd whom it 
consequently cannot recognize as possessing any of those rights which are deduciblp 
solely from such a Treaty. 

Baron Moncorvo next adverts to Article IV of the Convention, which states thftt 
Treaties for the suppression of the Slave 'l'rade shall be negotiated with native Princes 
on the ,Vest Ouast of Africa; and to Article V I, which has in vjew the pussible 
employment of force by land or by sea by common consent of the Oontracting Purties and 
in ccnformity to thfl law of nations for compelling the due execution of the Treaties, 
as well as tIle ')ccupation of posts on the coasts, also by common consent, and for the 
attainmen:, of the object of the Com'cction; and he expresses his confidence that none 
of the provisions of Articles IV and YI can be meant to apply to territories subject to 
th-e Orown of Portugal. 

Haron Moneono also adverts to Article VIII, according to which the Briti[;h and 
French cruizers are to verify the nationality of the vessels tbey Jnl-lct with, under 
instructions founded on the law of nations and on the constant usage of .\JuritillW 
PO\yers And expressing no doubt whatever on this head, as regards thc naval fOJ'ces 
of Great Britain, with whom Portugal has concluded Treaties concediug mutually the 
right of search, be observes tbat tlw French Government is not in the same f,i('ualion 
as Great Britain with respect to Portugal, with whom France has no TJ'eat." whirll 
gives to her the right of searching Portuguese ships. 

And, finally, Baron Moncol'vo states that, considering all th('~e circumstances; 
the Portuguese Government are anxious to make knOlrn to lIer :Majesty's GovemnlOn1 
what meaning they are disposed to affix to the said OOnYelltion as regal'ds ihe Portu­
guese dominions and people, and he sums up this meaning as follows :-

1. r1'hat the stipulations of Articles IV and VI are noi und(,J'~toocl to apply to 
the l~ortu£'uese dominions in Guinea 01' the coast of M.ina, or to those tel'1'it(j]'ie~ 
which, by the Hnd Article of tile Oon vention of 1817, tbe Orown of Portngal was 
recognized to possess in Africa, 01' to those over which it was declared by 1 he ~ai(l 
Oon:ve~tion that the same Orown reserved its rights. 
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2. Tlw,t by the VlIIth Article of the Oonvention with France it was not meant 
to confer on the French cruizers the power of exorcising the right of search with 
regard to Portuguese ships. 

3. That the British Government, in concluding the said Oonvention, did not lose 
sight of the obligation of guarding against any and every abuse which might be 
committed by either British or French cruizers, and of ordering, in case of such abuse, 
everything to be restored to its former state, and causing complete satisfaction to be ' 
made to the Government of Portugal. 

Baron Moncorvo expresses a hope that Her Majesty's Government will find no 
difficulty in manifesting its concurrence in the construction thus given to the Oon­
vention by the Government of Her }\If ost Faithful Majesty; and he concludes by 
observing that, in the meantime, the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, 
solicitous to contribute to the attainment in the Portuguese possessions of the end 
proposed by the Oonvention, have issued the most positive orders in conformity thereto 
to the Governors·General of those possessions, and to the Oommanders of the naval 
stations of Her Most Faithful Majesty's fleet. 

In replying to Baron J\1:oncorvo's note, the Undersigned feels it to be his first duty 
to declare that no claim can be made upon Her Majesty's Government, founded upon 
the alliance and friendship which has so long and so happily existed between Great 
Britain and Portugal, to which they will not always be found anxious to give an 
attentive and favourable consideration. 

The readiness with which Portugal fu'st united her efforts with those of Great 
Britain for the suppression of the Slave 'l'rade can never be forgotten by this country; 
and Baron Moncorvo is well aware that the frequent occasions upon "which of late Her 
Majesty's Government have felt called upon to recognize the fidelity and earnestness 
of Portuguese officers in carrying out the intentions of the Treaty conclud.ed between 
the two Orowns three years ago have been a source of sincere satisfaction to Her 
Majesty's Government; and it would be a bad acknowledgment of such a course of 
conduct if the Undersigned were now to hesit.ate to give a full and frank explanation 
on those points of the Oonvention recently signed between Great Britain and France 
which have attracted the attention of the Portuguese Government. 

With respect, then, to the operation of the joint squadrons of England and France 
upon the African coast, including that part of it which is under the dominion of the 
Portuguese Orown, or the reserved rights over which have been acknowledged 
to Portugal,. the Undersigned at once declares that the engagement by which 
Great Britain and France have bound themselves was not intended, and cannot be made 
to trench in the slightest degree upon the rights of Portugal, or to interfere with the 
present cordial and effective co-operation between the British and Portuguese naval 
foeces upon those coasts.. Those forces, Baron Moncorvo observes, would be more than 
sufficient for effecting the suppression of the Slave Trade without depending on the 
forces of another Power; and this may be in great measure true so far as the preven­
tion of the Trade by British and by Portuguese vessels is concerned, or by vessels 
possessing no national character, and therefore liable, uncleI' the law of nations, to be 
dealt with summarily 'uy the armed ships of any Government. But Baron Moncorvo 
must be aware that the Treaty existing between Great Britain andPortugal does not enable 
Great Britain to claim, or Portugal to give, any assistance to the British squadron in 
the suppression of the Slave Trade carried on by the vessels of other nations. Such 
assistance Great Britain must seek in the negotiation of efficient Treaties with those 
other nations; and accordingly she has now secured to herself, by the late Oonven­
tion with France, a powerful co-operation, which, whilst it will preclude the possibility 
of any Slave Trade springing up under the Fl~ench flag, will at the same time be most 
effective against the piratical vessels to which the Undersigned has already alluded as 
having no national character, and against any native Ohiefs who, by abetting the 
Tra~e, may have broken the faith of their engagements with the two Oontracting 
Pal'ties. 

The Convention, therefore, in its design, in no way effects any rights of the 
Orown o~ P?rtugal, or the engagements previously exiRting between that country and 
Great Bntam; and, this being so, the Undersigned admits that it did not occur to him 
that any commlmication respecting the negotiations which led to the Oonvention was 
due to, or would be expected by, the Government of Portugal. Oertainly the mere 
fact that the degrees of latitude within which the French force is to co-operate with 
that of England include the African possessions of the Portuguese Orown did not 
appear to make such a step necessary. It was obvious that the direct authority which, 
by the Oonventions of 1831 and 1833, Great Britain possessed over the French flag 
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could not be safely exchancred for an eno'agement on the part of Prancc to maintain n 
force, however la,rge, in th~ African sea~, unless it were at thc same time stipulatctl 
that such force should be employed on those parts of the coasts of Africa whore the 
Slave Trade has been most rife, and whero the facilities for procming slaves wero most 
likely to attract any piratical adventurers, whether French or others, who might bc 
tempted to engage i:n the .Traffic. Unfortunn,tely this is the case with certain.parts ?f 
those districts mentIOned m Baron Moncorvo's note; and although the U nderslg'ned IS, 

as he has already stated, fully sensible of the earnest and honourable exertions w hieh 
the Government of Portugal has of late years made to supprcss the Slave Trade cal'l'ied 
on from the shores of its own possessions, still it cannot be denied that there arC' few 
spots on the coast of Africa which offer greater inducements to the S1:1,e Trader or 
any nation than Benguela, Ambriz, or the mouth of the Coanza. AmI surely an 
engagement between two foreign Powers to prevent. so far as may be possible, any 
vessel over which they have authority from resorting to these spots 1'01' the prosecution 
of the Slave Trade does not argue the infringement of any rights of Portugal, pro­
vided, of course (though it can hardly be necessary to state the provision) thai" 
according to the universal custom of friendly States, the recog'nizecllimits of territorial ,.. 
jurisdiction are duly respected. 

The remarks which Baron Moncorvo has made upon other parts of tho Convention 
require but a brief notice. With respect to the provisions of the IVth and VIth 
Articles, the Undersigned cannot hesitate at once to eoufirm the interpretation which 
Baron Moncorvo gives to them. Indeed, as regards the IVth, it is obvious that it ean 
apply only to such native Chiefs as have the power of binding themselves by Treaty; 
to snch, therefore, and to such alone, as are independent. And with respect to the 
VIth, the Undersigned finds it difficult to believe that the ' Portugnese Government 
can have seriously supposed that Great Britain would be a party to the recording of a 
deliberate intention to do violence to the sovereign rights of her oldest and most 
faithful ally. Undoubtedly neither of the Articles in question apply to those parts 
of the coast which are under the dominion of the Portuguese Crown, or over which 
the rights of Portugal have been acknowledged. 

And so also with respect to the VIIIthArticle, upon which it cannot be necessary 
for the Undersigned to do more than remark that by no possibility could the stipula­
tions of a Treaty to which Great Britain and France alone are parties alter, or in any 
way affect, any rights which either of those Powers respectively may possess as regards 
the flag of another nation. 

Lastly, the Undersigned is glad to have an opportunity of declaring, in reply to 
the last question contained in Baron Moncorvo's note, that most certainly the British 
Government have never lost sight of the obligation which attacbes to them to protect 
the rights and interests of Portugal -against any such abuses as those to which Baron 
Moncorvo has called the attention of the Undersigned, and to see that no injury 
shall be suffered by Portugal, whether by the operation of the Treaty which has been 
under consideration (if, indeed, any injury could be expected therefrom), or from any 
other cause which shall not be duly remedied. 

The answers which the Undersigned has now given to the questions which 
Baron Moncorvo has put to him will, he trusts, not only prove satisfactory to the 
Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, but serve to quiet the alarm to which, 
according to Baron Moncorvo's note, the Convention between Great Britain and 
France has given rise in the minds of the merchants engaged in lawful trade with the 
Portuguese Settlements. 

The Undersigned cannot, however, conclude this note without expressing the 
warm acknowledgments of Her Majesty's Government for the orders which Baron 
Moncorvo states to have been given to the Portuguese authorities to contribute all 
they can towards the attainment in the Portuguese dominions of the end proposed in 
the above-mentioned Convention. 

The Undersigned rejoices to recognize in this act another proof of the cordial 
understanding and active concert which now so happily prevails between the two 
Governments in all matters relating to the suppression of African Slave Trade. 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 

-
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No.6. 

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden. 

My Lord, Foreign Office. September 26, 1846. 
I HAVE to refer you to the lInd Article of the Convention of the 28th July, 

1817, additional to the Treaty of the 22nd January, 1815, between Great Britain and 
Portugal for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves. 

By that Article His Most Faithful Majesty reserved to his subjects the right, under 
certain conditions, of carrying on Slave Trade on certain parts both of the East and 
West Coast of Africa. 

With respect to those parts of the West Coast where Slave Trade was to remain 
lawful, your Lordship will perceive that they are classed under two heads: the first; 
described as territories possessed by the Crown of Portugal from 8° to 18° south 
latitude; the second, as territories over which His Most Faithful Majesty has declared 
that he maintained his rights, namely, the territories of Molembo and Cabinda from 
5° 12' south latitude down to 8° south latitude. 

It appears, therefore, that while the rights of Portugal to exclusive sovereignty 
and jurisdiction from. 8° to 18° south latitude was fully recognized by the British 
Government, her right from 5° 12' down to 8° south latitude was not so recog­
nized. 

Your Lordship is aware that the Portuguese Government, acting in cordial 
co-operation with that of Her Majesty in the suppression of Slave Trade under the 
Treaty of 1842, have employed cruizers on the West Coast of Africa, and have established, 
by Royal Decree of the 14th September, 1844, a 'l'ribunal at Loanda for the adjudi­
cation of vessels captured within Portuguese jurisdiction, and which are fOlmd engaged 
in Slave Trade. 

Accordingly, in the month of February last, one of these cruizers, the Portuguese 
corvette" Urania," captured about 25 miles north of Ambriz (that is is to say, 
25 miles north of 8° south latitude, and 25 miles north of the point up to which the 
Portuguese dominion was recognized by the Convention of 1817), a Brazilian vessel 
fully equipped for Slave Trade, and this vessel, on being taken for adjudication before 
the Portuguese Court at Loanda, was declared a good and lawful prize, on the ground 
of having been engaged in Slave Trade, within Portuguese jurisdiction, contrary to the 
municipal law of Portugal. 

Her Majesty's Government have become acquainted with these facts by reports 
from the British Commissioners in the Mixed Court at Loanda and from the 
Admiralty. 

Your Lordship will perceive that an opinion is expressed in these papers that a 
Judgment similar to that given in the case of the prize to the" Urania" would no 
doubt be delivered in the case of any vessel, apparently a slaver, captured off any part 
of the coast, from Molembo in 5° 12' south down to Ambriz in 8° south (Molembo being 
the extreme northern point of the Portuguese claim to sovereignty not recognized by 
Great Britain, Ambriz being the extreme northern point of the Portuguese claim to 
sovereignty recognized by Great Britain), and that an apprehension is expressed lest 
~n enforcement by Portugal of sovereign rights over this territory would "much 
mterfere with the intercourse of British merchants with the natives, who, at present, 
carry on their trade, which must be an increasing one, without the payment of any 
dues to the Portuguese Government." 

ITer Majesty's Government are not wholly without apprehension that, if allowed 
to pass without notice, this sentence of the Portuguese Court at Loanda, which 
involves a claim of exclusive territorial possession, miO'ht prejudice the right, which. 
it is important, in the interests of commerce, for Her Majesty's Government to main­
tain, to unrestricted intercourse with that part of the West Coast of Africa which lies 
between 5° 12' south latitude, and 8° south latitude. 

I have accordingly to instruct your Lordship, in expressing to the Portuguese 
Government t~~ satisfaction of Her Majesty's Government at receiving this renewed 
proof of the dlhgcnce of the Portuguese authorities in the suppression of the Slave 
'rrade, to state that Her Majesty's Government does not admit the claim to right of 
sovereignty from 5° 12' to 8° south latitude set up by Portugal; and would not permit 
:1 British vessel captured off that part of the West Coast on suspicion of Slave 
Trade by a Portuguese cruizer to be adjudicated by any Por~guese Court, but would 
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require that she should be dealt with according to the stipulations of the Treaty of 
1842. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

No.7. 

Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston.-(Received November 11.) 

My Lord, P01-tllgnese Legation, November 10, 1846. 
AOOORDING to information which my Government received from LOlmdu, the 

British member of the Mixed Portuguese and British Oommission estn,blished thCl'e 
intended to address his Government to inquire whether they recognized the ports 
of Oabinda and Ambriz as Portuguese_ 

Though my Government and myself are quite sure that no doubt can be 
entertained on this subject by Her Britannic Majesty's Government., it is my duty to 
call your Excellency's attention to the Hnd Article of the Additional Oonvention to the 
Treaty of the 22nd January, 1815, by which Great Britain acknowledged the resen-a­
tion of the right which Portugal had to the points south of the Equator, compre­
hending the territories of JVlolembo and Oabinda on the western coast of Africa, from 
5° 12' south latitude to 8°, in which Ambriz is included; and also to the note which 
Lord Aberdeen addressed to me on the 20th Septembflr, 1845_ 

I have therefore to request your Excellency will be pleased, should the inquiry 
from Loanda be made, to direct that it may be answered in conformity with what I 
have had the honour to state as above. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) MONOORVO. 

No.8. 

Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo. 

11'1. le Baron, Foreign Office, November 30, 1846. 
I HA VB the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 10th instant, 

in which you state that, according to information received by your Government from 
Loanda, the British member of the Mixed Oommission there intends to inquire 01 lIer 
Majesty's Government whether they recognize the ports of Oabinda and Ambriz 
as Portuguesfl possessions, and whereupon you observe that, a.lthough both you 
and your Government are quite sure that no doubt can be entertained on this subject 
by the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, yet it is your duty to call my attcntion 
to the IInd Article of the Additional Oonvention (signed the 28th July, 1817) to the 
Treaty of the 22nd July, 1815, whereby Great Britain acknowledges the reservation of 
the rights which Portugal has to the points south of the Equator, comprehending the 
territories of Molembo and Oabinda, on the western coast of Africa, in which Ambriz 
is included; and also to a note from Lord Aberdeen to yourself, dated the 
20th September, 1845; and you request that the inquiry of the Loanda Oommissioners 
may be answered in conformity with the tenour thereof_ 

Presuming that your present representation has its origin in the case of the 
Brazilian brig" Boa D niao," which was lately captured on the West Ooast of Africa by 
a Portuguese cruizer in latitude 7° 36' south, and longitude 12° 53' east, and was 
condemned by the Portuguese Tribunal at Loanda on a charge of being' engaged in the 
Slave Trade within Portuguese jurisdiction, I beg leave to state to you the follow'ing 
particulars :-

The British Oommissioners, in reporting to Her Majesty's Government the case of 
the" Boa Dniao," observed that a similar Judgment would no doubt be given in the 
case of any slave-vessel captured by a Portuguese cruizer off any part of the coast from 
Molembo in 5° 12' soutll down to Ambriz in '60 south, and they stated their 
apprehension that if Portugal enforced sovereign rights over this territory it would 
interfere greatly with the intercourse between British merchants and the natives, who 
at present carryon their trade without the payment of any dues to the Portuguese 
Government. 
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Now, according to the Treaty of 1817, Molembo, as you are aware, is the extreme 
northern point of the Portuguese claim to sovereignty not actually recognized by 
Great Britain, but to which Portugal declares that she retains her rights, and Ambriz 
is the extreme northern point recognized by Great Britain. Upon the receipt, there­
fore, of the communication from Her Majesty's Oommissioners, Her Majesty's Govern­
ment were not wholly without apprehension that, if allowed to pass without notice, 
the sentence of the Portuguese Oourt at Loanda, which inyolves a claim of exclusive 
territorial possession, might prejudice the right, which it i important, in the interests 
of commerce, for Her Majesty's Government to maintain, to unrestricted intercourse 
with that part of) the West Ooast of Africa which lies between 5° 12' south latitude 
and 8° south latitude. 

I therefore instructed Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to represent to the 
Portuguese Government, with reference to the condemnation of the "Boa Uniao," 
that, while Her Majesty's Government received with satisfaction the renewed proof 
which the capture of that vessel afforded of the diligence of the Portuguese authorities 
in the suppression of the Slave Trade, they did not admit the claim of Portugal 
to a right of sovereignty from 5° 12' to 8° south latitude, and would not permit 
a British vessel captured off that part of the West Ooast by a Portuguese cruizer, 
on suspicion of being a slaver, to be adjudicated by any Portuguese Oourt, but would 
require that she should be dealt with according to the stipulations of the Treaty 
of 1842. 

As it is to be inferred from your note that at the time of writing it you were 
not cognizant of this instruction to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, I have 
thought that I could not better answer your representation than by thus repeating 
to you the substance of that instruction, as conveying the sentiments of Her Majesty's 
Government upon the matter to which you have drawn my attention. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) P ALMERSTON. 

No.9. 

Mr. Southe1'n to Viscount Palmerston.-(Received January 6, 1847.) 

My Lord, Lisbon, December 29, 1846. 
I W ~S instructed by your Lordship's despatch of the 26th September to call 

the attentlOn of the Portuguese Government to a question which might arise out of 
the recent adjudication of a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade, and captured by a 
Portuguese cl'luzer north of 8° south latitude, involving rights of sovereignty claimed 
by the Portuguese Government, and not recognized by that of Great Britain to the 
north of that line. ' 

I accordingly addressed to D. Manuel de Portugal the note a copy of which I 
have the honour to inclose. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN. 

Inclosure in No.9. 

Mr. Southern to Senhor de Portugal e Castro. 

Sir, Lisbon, November 24, 1846. 
I HA:VE rece~ved instruct!~ns fro?1 Her Majesty's Government to call your 

Excellency s attent~on. to . a declSlon whICh has lately been made by the Tribunal at 
L?a~da for the adJudICatIOn of slave-vessels captured on the West Ooast of Africa 
WIthin Portuguese jurisdiction. 

In thc month of }~ebrunl'Y last one of Her Most Faithful Majesty's cruizers the 
cor,:ette "Urania," captured about 25 miles north of Ambriz a Brazilian vessel fully 
eqUIpped for the Slave Trade, and this vessel, on being taken for adjudication before 
the .PortuglleSe Oomt ~,t Loanda, was declared good and lawful prize on the ground of 
havmg been engaged lU Slave Trade within Port.uguese jurisdiction contrary to the 
municipal law of Portugal. I , 
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On referrinO' to the IInd Article of the Convention of the 28th July, 1817, 
additional to th~ Treaty of the 22nd January, 1815, between Great B~ita,in and 
Portugal, for the prevention of the illicit Traffie in Slaves, yOUl' Excellency will observe 
that with respect to the West Coast of Africa tho territories described as possessed by 
the Crown of Portugal extend from 8° to 18° south latitude. But with respect ~o t!10 
part of the coast from 5° 12' south latitude down to 8° south, namely, th? te~'l'ltorl~S 
of Molembo and Cabinda, His Most Faithful1\:Iajesty declared that he mamtamed hIS 
rights. 

It appears, therefore, that while the rights of Portugal to sovereignty and jurisdic­
tion from 8° to 18° south latitude was fully recognized by the British GoYernment, her 
rights from 5° 12' down to 8° south latitude was not recognized. 

Now, as the Brazilian yessel above referred to was captured 25 miles north of 
Ambriz, that is to say, 25 miles north of 8° south latitude, and ~5 miles north of the 
point up to which the Portuguese dominion was recognized by the COll,ention of 
1817, and still was condemned as hn,ving been captured in Portuguese waters, should 
under similar circumstances a British yessel be captured by a Portugueso cruizel', I am 
instructed to communicate to yom Excellency that Her Majesty's Government would 
not permit her to be adjudicated by any Portuguese Court, but would require that she 
shoulcl be dealt with according to the stipulations of the Treaty of 1842. 

At the same time that I am instructed to make this statement to the Government 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty, which is founded on an apprehension lest this decision, 
which involves a claim of exclusive territorial possession, should, if pasSBd without 
notice, prejudice the right, which it is important, in the interests of commerce, for 
Her Majesty's Government to maintain, to unrestricted intercourse to that part of the 
West Coast of Africa which lies between 5° 12' and 8° south, I am likewise 
clirected to express to your Excellency the satisfaction of Her Majesty's Government 
on receiving intelligence of the capture made by Her Most Faithful. Majesty's sloop 
the" Urania," which furnishes a renewed proof of the diligence of the Portuguese 
authorities in the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN. 

No. 10. 

Sir H, Seymour to Viscount Palm(frston.-(Received November 26.) 

(Extract.) L<isbon, November 9, 1850. 
WITH regard to the sovereignty of Ambriz, I have thoug'ht it expedient, without 

waiting for such further orders as I may receive from your Lordship, to show the 
Portuguese Government that the apparent inconsistency is susceptible of the most 
satisfactory and ,obvious explanation. 

Inclosme in No. 10. 

Sir H. Seymour to Count Tojal. 

(Extract.) British Legation, Lisbon, November 9, 1850. 
A REFERENCE to the Additional Convention signed at London on the 

28th July, 1817, will show with exactness what are the portions of the African 
territory claimed by the Portuguese Crown, a right to which has been recognized by 
Her Majesty's Government. 

The portion to which reference is now made, and which has obtained this recogni­
tion, is that portion of the western coast lying between 18° and 80 south latitude. 

With regard . to the situation of Ambriz, much ignorance appears to have 
prevailed in the year 1817, and much even to a later date, indeed, it appears from a 
paper which I have before me that it was only at the close of the year 1847 that 
Viscount Palm81'ston learned from Her Majesty's Commissioners at Loanda that 
Ambriz is situated to the north of that portion of the coast the sovereignty of which 
had been admitted by Treaty as belonging to the Portuguese Crown. 

It is, then, manifest that an expression used by a Minister <:>f Her Majesty in his 



13 

correspondence with a foreig'n Mission, and which must have been employed in 
consequence of the geoO'raphical error than prevalent, cannot be opposed successfully 
either to the terms of 0 a Treaty or to the language of the same Minister after a 
rectification of the error in question. 

No.n. 

C01tnt Lavmdio to the Em'l oj Clarendon.-(Received September 19.) 

(Translation.) London, September 17, 1853. < 

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Her 
.Most Faithful Majesty, deeply regrets being obliged so frequently to address his 
Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, &c., with complaints against the irregular pro­
ceedinO's of some of the officers of the British navy employed in cruizing on the coast 
of Southern Africa with the object of preventing the Slave Trade. But a very short time 
ago the Undersigned was compelled to make a complaint to h~s Exc.ellency the Earl of 
Clarendon against various acts done by Commander Bruce III QUlssanga, one of the 
possessions of Portugal on the east.ern coast of South Africa, and now, in con­
sequence of instructions and orders received from his Government, he is obliged to 
brin'" before his Excellency the acts done against. the rights of the Crown of Portugal 
l)y Captain Arthm Parry Eardley Wilmot, Commander of the brig" Harlequin," and 
to rcquest that those acts, opposed to the law of nations, and to the Treaties subsisting 
between Portugal and Great Britain, may be duly repaired. 

On the 16th or 17th day of January in the present year Captain Wilmot came to 
the Bar of Bengo, and, taking advantage of the simplicity of the Commander of that 
district, he obtained leave from him to engage in his service the Portuguese subject 
Vicente Antonio Soares Cabo Verde (who speaks correctly the Portuguese and English 
languages, and the Abunda, which is spoken over almost all the eastern coast of South 
Africa), but, however, under the express condition that the leave should not be valid 
unless confirmed by the Governor of Angola. This condition, to which Cabo Verde 
voluntarily submitted, was accepted by Captain Wilmot, but he, far from complying 
with it, prevented Cabo Verde from addressing himself to the Governor of Angola, and 
compelled him to follow him, without permission, to Cabinda, into which harbour they 
entered on the 24th January, on board the steamer "Volcano;" all whi0h, together 
with many other aggravating circumstances against the proceeding of Captain Wilmot, 
appear from a deposition made by Vicente Cabo Verde before the competent authorities, 
the copy of which document, from a feeling of delicacy, the Undersigned does not 
transmit to his Excellency. 

Captain Wilmot began by addressing a letter to the King and Chiefs of Cabinda, 
inviting them to sign a Treaty with Great Britain, and threatening them, if they did 
not accept the invitation made to them, to blockade their shores, destroy the people, 
and burn the towns; and exciting the hatred of those Chiefs against the Portuguese, 
and especially those residing in Cabinda. His Excellency the Earl of Clarendon has 
already, without doubt, cognizance of this document (which certainly does no honom 
to its author); but, nevertheless, the Undersigned begs leave to forward a copy to his 
Excellency, requesting his attention particularly to the sentences underlined. 

Captain Wilmot, with his interpreter, Cabo Verde, landed on the same day, the 
2~th January, went to Francisco Franque, the Governor of Porto Rico, presented to 
lum the draft of a Treaty between Great Britain and Cabinda, and called upon him 
for his signatme, which was refused; and then he addressed the same demand to the 
Kil1&" who made a like refusal. Captain Wilmot then, seeing that he could obtain 
nothlllg from the Chiefs of Cabinda, who, acknowledg'ing themselves as vassals of the 
Queen of Portugal, did not consider themselves authorized to conclude Treaties with 
foreign Go:rernments, left Cabinda on the following day; but after some few days 
more, that IS to say, on the 9th day of the following February, he returned to Cabinda, 
and lan~ed on the lO~h, accompanied by some officers, four armed soldiers, an ensign, 
and the mterpreter VlCente Cabo Verde, went to the house of Mambuco, the Viceroy of 
Cabinda, and there, having assembled all the Chiefs by invitation, he endeavoured, both 
by promises and threats, to oblige them to sign the same Treaty which on the 24th 
day of January he had presented to them, first to the Governor of Porto Rico, and then 
to the King of Cabinda, and which both had refused to sign; all the Chiefs, however, 
refused to sign the Treaty, not allowing themselves to be seduced by the promises or 

l 
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frightened by the menaces of CaP0in Wilmot, dechring. theu: fidelity to. the 9-uoell 
of Portugal, whose flag they had hOlsted as a proof of theIr feelIngs and th.rnr d~tlCs. 

Captain Wilmot, finding that he could obtain nothing, went away ":lth hIS wholo 
party, and the Chiefs did the same; but shortly afterwards Captain 'WIlmot, accom­
panied only by the Commander of the" Volcano" and the interprctcr, returned to the 
house of Mambuco, and invited him to ill·ink brandy, which he accepted, and to such 
an extent that he lost his judgment, or was magnetized (" electrisado "), as ~ho 
'incautious negro confesses in his important deposition; and Captain Wilmot, havmg 
previously offered Mambuco to take charge of the education of his young~r son, 
:eresented to him a paper to sign, telling him that it was tho act by. WIDell he 
(Mambuco) consented to give up his son to Captain Wilmot. :Mambuco, bOl~g ullab~e 
to read or write, did not hesitate to sign a cross upon the paper put bofore hIm. 'I'lns 
paper, however, was the Treaty which Mambuco and the other Chiefs had before 
refused to sign. All this appears from different documents which tho Undersignod has 
before him, and, among others, from the deposition made by Mambuco on thc 10th 
March, 1853, a copy of which the Undersigned has the hOllOUl' to send to his 
Excellency. 

Captain Wilmot, notwithstanding this, being unscrupulous as to the manner in 
which he had obtained Mambuco's signature, retUl'ned forthwith to his ship and 
published the signature of the Treaty, commanding a salute of twenty-one guns to bo 
fired in celebration of this event. The improper conduct of Captain Wilmot did not 
stop here. In spite of the King of Cabinda's formal refusal to sign the Treaty, he had 
the audacity to Wlite to the Governor-General of Angola asserting the contrary. 

Captain Wilmot, before leaving Ca,binda, wrote to the Governor of Porto Rico 
declaring to him that if he should return there he would oblige him by force to sign 
the Treaty. 

As soon as the King and Chiefs of Cabinda were aware of the unjustifiable 
conduct of Captain Wilmot, they not only protested against it, but wrote to the 
Governor-General of Angola, telling him what had taken place, and ronewing thcir 
protestations of fidelity to Her Most Fa,ithful Majesty the Queen of PortugaL Those 
letters were calTied by a deputation composed of the principal persons of Cabinda. 

If there were not many other conclusivc arguments to prove the rights which th3 
Crown of Portugal possesses over Cabinda, those letters would be sufficient to prove 
them. These rights have existed from 1484, and they are fully and solemnly admitted 
in 1853 by those who alone might possibly be allowed to dispute them. 

The Governor-General of Angola, zealous in the performance of his duty, did not 
delay to IJrotest against the pseudo Treaty which Captain Wilmot, with inexeusablc 
incolTectness, asserted to have been signed by the King of Cabindn,. Your Exccllency 
will see inclosed the copies of the protests which the said Governor-General addressed 
to the Oommander-in-chief of the British naval station, to Captain Wilmot, and to the 
English Vice-Consul in Loanda. 

Captain Wilmot was not contented with attempting to corrupt the fidelity of the 
inhabitants of Cabinda; he tried also that of the inhabitants of Ambriz, to which 
harboUl' he went in the begincing of March last, proposing then to the Chief of tlu1t 
Portuguese Colony a Treaty like that which he had before proposed to the Chiefs of 
Cabinda. But he found in that Chief the same resistance to his perfidious promises 
and threats, and a fidelity to the Crown of Portugal equal to that which he had met 
with in Cabinda. He also found in the harbour of Ambriz the worthy Commandcr of 
the Portuguese war-brig" Corimba," who prude:p.tly, but with the dignity belonging to 
an officer of the glorious Portuguese navy, hastened to protest against acts which were 
notoriously opposed to the rights of the Crown of Portugal. It may not be unnecessary 
to remark that Captain Wilmot, in order to intimidate the Chief of Ambriz, caused 
himself to be accompanied by 120 men, well armed. 

The facts which the Undersigned has here submitted to the judgment of the Earl 
of Clarendon, all extracted from the correspondence of Captain Wilmot himself alld 
from the depositions of witnesses present, are not, and cannot be, denied by Captain 
Wilmot, who, in his correspondence with the Governor of Angola and other Portuguese 
authorities, merely attempts to palliate them by arguments which are inadmissible, 
inasmuch as they are opposed to the principles of law, taking upon himself authority 
to interpret the Treaties which exist between Portugal and Great Britain, and 
manifesting gross ignorance of the law of nations, which the Undersigned trusts he 
shall be able to demonstrate. 

Captain Wilmot maintains that all that he has done in Cabinda, Ambriz, and other 
points of the coast of Africa has been in conformity with the instructions he had 
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received from his chiefs. With respect to this, the Undersigned confil'l.es himself to' 
the declaration that he protests, in the name of his Government, against those instruc­
tions, and against those infractions of the law of nations and of the Tl'f~aties subsisting 
between the Crowns of Portugal and Great Brita_in which, by virtue of those instI'uc· 
tions, were ordered to be committed. 

But Captain Wilmot is afterwards still more explicit in his correspondence, and 
he pretends to maintain that in none of the acts done by him has he offended against 
any ReO'ulation of the Treaties existing between the Crowns of Portugal and Great;, 
Britain ~ because the hitter, having reengnized in the Crown of Portugal rights over' 
the western coast of South Africa, solely in tha,t par~ which lies between 8° and: 
18° south latitude, and that he h<tving negotiated, or rather endeavoured to negotiate,­
with Chiefs whose lands lay on the northward of' 8°, he had not offended against t.he 
rights of the Crown of Portugal recognized by Great Britain. 

Before demonstrating that the ads done hy Captain Wilmot did violate tho-, 
Regulations of the Treatics existing between Portugal and Great Britain, the U nder­
signed has to declare most formr.llyand solemnly that the rights (,f the Crown of 
Portugal over a great number of harbours and t.el'l'itory of Southern Africa were in· 
existence before the Treaties concluded with Great Britain, and independent of 
them. 

The rights of the Crown of Portngal Oye1' her African Colonies arise princi­
pally-

1. l!~rom the discoveries made in 1484 and subsequent years by Portuguesc, by 
ordcr of their Sovereigns, and at their expense. 

2. By the possession which they took thereof, and by the dominion which, at 
great expense, they establish therein. 

3. In many of those that were peopled, by the spontaneous consent of the­
inhabitants, a result of the benefits which they had received from the Crown of 
Portugal. 

It does not appear to the Undersigned that rights better founded or more sacred 
than these are possessed by any other nation now in existence. Therefore, even though 
these rights should not be recognized in three Treaties concluded between Portugal aJl(I' 
Great .Britain, Captain vVilmot, in pretending to negotiate Treaties with people 
dependent on thfl Crown of Portugal, would have committed an obvious infraction of 
the law of nations. 

But leaving for the present the question of the rights which the Crown of 
Portugal possesses to various lands on the western coast of South Africa, which it does 
not renounce, the Undersigned will confine himself to the investigation of what are' 
the points of that coast upon which the dominion of the Crown of Portugal is recog,-­
nizecl in different Treaties concluded with Great Britain. 

In Article X of the Trea.ty of Alliance of the ] 9th February, 1810, between the' 
Crowns Ot Portugal and Great Britain, the latter recognized the rights of the former 
over divers territories of Southern Africa" and, naming them, over the territories of 
Cabiuc1a and Molembo, and of all the coast of Mina, that is to say, all the ,,"estern part 
of Southem Africa from the Cape of Lopo Gonyalves to 18° south latitude. 

In Article II of the Treaty of the 22ur1 January, 1815, the British Government 
renewcd tlle recognition which it had previously made in Article X of the aforesaid: 
Treaty of thc 19th February, 1810. 

Finally, in Article II of the Convention of tbe 28th .Tuly, 1'317, in addition to the­
'l'reaty of thc 22nd January. 1815, it is declared explicitly what are the territories ill 
South Africa belonging to the Crown of PortuO'al. 

His Britannic Majesty recognizes :- ::> 

1. That among other territories which the Crown of Portugal possesses de fac{<T 
amI de fure in Southern Africa, all the coast lying between 8° and 18° south latitude­
on the western side are included. 

2. The re~ervation which Her Most Faithful Majesty makes of her rights upon 
thc whole terntory between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude, and, naming them, the terri­
tories of Molembo and Cabinda. 

The Unders~gnecl has ~ow to obscrvc-and this observation is important-tllat 
whe~ tho a£o~'esald <?o~ventlOn was concludecl in 1817, not only the Portuguese and 
"English Pleu:potentlanes who signcd the same, but also the geographers of the two 
nations, c.onsldered t?e port and territory of Ambriz to be included between 8° and 18° 
south latItude, and It was also considered so by the Government of Hor Britannic 
-Majesty on the 30th November, 1846, since on that date Lord Palmerston, then Her 
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Britannic Majesty's Secre~ry of. State in the. Foreign D~partment, addressed a note 
to the Viscount Moncorvo, m whICh the followmg declaratIOn occurs :-

"According to the 'l'reaty of 1817, Molembo, as you are aware, is the extreme 
point of the Portuguese claim to sovereignty nO.t actua1l~ recognized by Great. B~itainJ 
but to which Portugal declares that she retams her nghts, and the AmbrIz IS thc 
extreme northern point recognized by Great Brit.ain." 

It is, then, indisputable that when the above-mentioned 'l'reaties were signed the 
Ambriz was, and could not but be, considered by ITer Britannic Majesty's Government 
as included between 8° and 18° south latitude, and was solemnly recognized as one of 
the points of Africa where the sovereignty of the Crown of Portugal was indisput.able 
and undisputed. 

And again, thirty years after the last of the above-mentioned 'l'rcaties wns con­
eluded, the Government of Her Britannic Majesty renewed this j'eeognition, which was 
not necessary, in the above note of Viscount Palmers ton. 

And m~reovrr, tho Ambriz being onr of the frontiers of the Kingdom of Angola, 
and one of the points essential for its trade and defence, and acknowledged as such for 
aO'es, it would be absurd to suppose that the Crown of Portugal consented spontaneously 
t~ give up, or cven to leave in doubt, her dominion over that territory. 

To pretend, then, that the result of an astronomieal observation might render 
doubtful a dominion acquired nearly four centuries previously, and solemnly ree0gnized, 
would be an absurd pret.ence, which cannot be admitted in the interpretation of 
Treaties, and which, if ndmitted, would occasion interminable disturbances among 
nations, whose rights would remain for ever in doubt. 

It would be an offence to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty and to the 
well-known principles of justice, the consummate experience and the gref1t talents of 
his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, if the Undersigned should insist further upon a 
matter so clear, in relation to which all writers on the law of nations, of any note, arc 
agreed. 

With respect to the territories of the western coast of South Afl'ica, lying between 
5° 12' and 8" south latitude, and upon which Her Most Faithful Majesty has frequently 
declared tha,t she reserved her rights, and most especially upon the territories of 
Oahinda, and Molombo, the Undersigned has to remind his Excellency that from 1810 
to 1817 this rpservation has been three times solemnly recognized by His Britannic 
Majesty in three concluded 'l'reaties; the Undersigned not being able to omit calling 
the serious attention of his Excellency to Article X of the Treaty of Alliance of the 
19th February, 1810, and particularly in the part rebting to the recognition of the 
rights of tho Oro\YIl of Portugal to the territories of Cabinda and Molemho. 

'rhe Under:<igned '""ould have no difficulty in clemonstrn.ting by irreouliablc doclI­
mcnt~ tIle rights ,,"hich the OrO',I"ll of Portugal possesscs, not only over the territories o{' 
Cabincla and Molembo, but al so Dver mnnv othors ill Africa; but he does not think it 
necessary t.o enter into this demonstrat iOl~, hccause 110 cannot eonsiclcl' tlw opillion~ 
emitted by Captain Wilmot, and cOllfirmed verbally by Commodore Bruce, to be the 
opinions of Her Britannic Majesty's Government. 

Tlw Undersigned, however, protests, in the namc of Her Most Faithful Majesty 
the Queen of ]>ortugal, his august Sovereign, against the above-mentioned acts 
committed in Oahincla amI Ambriz by Oaptain 1Vilmot., and approved by O()mruodore 
Bruce, as injurious to the rights ,rhich tlle Crown of Portugal possesses ovcr these 
territories. 

He protests also against the ex travagant preton 'ion of those officers of thc British 
navy to assume the right of interpreting the 'rreaties subsisting- between l'ortugal and 
Great Britain, a right which appertain!': to tho two High Contracting Part,ies only, and 
in case they should not be able to agree to thc Power which they may, by common 
consent, select as Arbitrator, or to God ~~lone, the Supreme Arbiter of independent 
nations. 

The Undersigned has no doubt that when his Excellency the Earl of Olarendon 
shall have attentively looked into t.he facts referred to, the Government of lIer 
Britannic Majesty will Dasten to givc to that of Her Most Faithful Majesty the 
satisfaction demanded by justice and tho dignity and well-understood interests of tho 
two nations. 

It ,yonld bc deplorable iJ the ancicnt, intimate, cordial, and never-interrupted 
alliance which, happily, has existed so many years between the two nations, should 1)(' 
disturbed by the impmdence of a few officers of the British navy, very zealous perhaps 
in the fulfilment of their duties, and very e'ltimable, hut without doubt but. littlf' 
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acquainted with the law of nations, both natural and positive. Moreover, these 
questions, far from being advantageous to the great object which the Gov:ernments of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty and Her Britannic Majesty are endeavouring to promote 
in Africa, the abolition of the Slave Trade, and the Undersigned will say still further 
that of slavery, will serve only to increase the expenses and difficulties of various kinds 
which the two Governments have encountered in prosecuting the great and humane 
object which they have by common consent proposed to themselves. 

. 'fhc Government of Her Most }<'aithful Majesty is firmly resolved, even at the cost 
of O'reat sacrifices, in addition to the many it has already incurred, not only to prevent 
the ~fraffic, but also to put an end to the condition of slavery in its possessions both 
of Asia and Africa, and this not only because it is its duty, but also because it is to its 
interest so to do. 

The interest of Portugal, especially since the separation of Brazil, is to fix the 
popUlation in its African possessions, to set it free gradually and prudently, and to 
civilize it by leading it to the cultivation of the ground, and the exploration of its many 
natural productions. 'fhe Government of Her Most }<'aithful Majesty, in spite of the 
many difficulties which it has encountered, has already laboured much upon this, and 
it will attain f?;reat success if it be not disturbed by irrelevant questions. If, unha.ppily, 
there is anyone now engaged in the infamous Traffic in Slaves, fortunately the Portu­
guese flag is certainly not the one which protects this abominable crime. 

The Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, humane, faithful to its promises, 
and acquainted with the interests of the Portuguese nation, is not behind the British 
Government in the ardent desire, which it has for many years nourished, to concur 
actively for the complete extinction, not only of the Slave 'frade, but of the condition 
of slavery, contrary to the principles of natural law and to the precepts of Christianity. 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) LAVRADIO. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 11. 

(Translation.) 
Declaration oj Mambuco Maniloemba. 

ON the lOth day of March, 1853, the Chiefs and other persons of authority in 
Cabinda, of their free will assembled on board Her Most Faithful Majesty's war-brig 
"Corimba," in order that they might there, in presence of the crew of that brig, all 
hear the declaration of Mambuco Maniloemba, who had requested them to meet 
together that he might unload his conscience, a proof of his love and fidelity to the 
Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty Donna Maria H, he declares before them 
all, in the most legal manner possible, that he perfectly knows he has not any right to 
sign 'freaties or Conventions of any kind with the English or any other foreigners, of 
which he gave sufficient proofs when Commander A. E. Wilmot, on the lOth day of 
February last, endeavoured by all the means in his power to make him sign a Treaty, 
in which he was unable to succeed, either with advantageous promises or with 
arrogant threats; but that, however firm and loyal he has been, he learns, to his very 
great astonishment, that he is reported to have signed the said Treaty, and therefore, 
to rebut such calumny, he sought this means of declaring, in presence of all the 
lUldersigned witnesses, that the truth of what passed between him and the English 
Commander is as follows ;-

"On the 9th day of February last I was urged by Captain A, E. Wilmot to 
assam,ble in, my house on the following day the principal authorities of Cabinda, that 
,"vc mlght SIgn a Treaty about slavery and many other things; and in fact we did 
meet together, and there, early the next day, the said Commander came ashore with 
ton officers, four soldiers, an E'nsign, and a mulatto, who interpreted for him. The 
whole day was occupied by the said Commander in endeavours to obtain our signature ; 
but to all his arguments we only replied that Cabinc1a acknowledges the rights of the 
Queen of Portugal alone, and could not make Treaties without the authority of the 
Por~ugucs~ Government, which already had been several times declared by OLlr 

anCIent Kings. Finally, the night arrived without the English having obtained 
anyt~ing, and ~he :r;neeting broke up, the authorities retiring to their towns, and the 
English to theIr ship. But very soon afterwards the Commander Wi1mot returned to 
my house alone with the Commander of the steamer 'Volcano' and the mulatto who 
served as interpreter to drink brandy and water; and they kept urging me so much to 
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drink with them that I yielded so far as to remain some time magne~ized ('.eleetrisado '), 
and when they saw me in that state, they profited by the opportnlllty t? Illdu?e ~e to 
allow them to take a son of mine on board to teach him to read and wrIte, I slgmng a 
<Jross upon a paper which they said was the certificate that my son should ~o on 
board. Nothing more took place, and I swear before God and upon my honour, III the 
presence of all of you, that this is the truth, and that I did not sig'Jl any other paper, 
and I consider that signature as null if the paper did not contain what. they toldn:c. 
I hare now nothing further to say thnn that I am vel'y glad to have tIllS opportumty 
<Jf making to you this sincere and tnw declaration, which \H1S wriUen in our prcsence, 
and as it contains the circumstances precisely as they took placc, I sign it in yoUl' 
presence. 

" On hoard the said ve%el anchored in the Bay of Cabinda. 
(Signed) "MAlI,fBUCO MANILOEMBA." 

'" e take ad vantage of tIus opportunity not only to assert that it was t.he real 
Mumbuco Maniloemba who made tills present declaration, but also to show to tho whole 
world that we have heen for yery many years subject to Portugal, and that therefore 
we cannot, nor do we wish to make 1'reaties of any sort whatsoever with any other 
nation, which we swear by everything that is most sacred, and affirm by our signatures. 

(~igned) FRANCItlCO l<'RANQUE, Governor of Porio Rico. 
MANUEL JOZE DE PUMRA MANGAVO DO REI. 
PRINCE SAMBO. 
PRINCE CAPl'l'O. 
NIANITALI. 
PRINCE CAPI1'0 MANIGEMBA. 
PRINCE }i'URAXlCO MANIPUNTA. 
MANUEL JOZE DE PUMRA (for the King of a Ponta). 
MANGOCO DO REI PRINCIPE MA.NILOEMBA. 
PRINCE MANIMBAXE. 
PRINCE MANGOSO MANIMBAXE. 
CAPI1'0 MANI'l'A'l'I (for the King Malembo) . 

It being known to King Manipunta that Mambuco Maniloemba was coming' to 
make the present declaration, he charged me to say that he did not appear personally, 
.but that lw approves and lauds the conduct of Mambueo, because, the Englishman 
having gone to the town of thc King to obtain his signature to such a Treaty, the 
<reply which he gave was to show him two Portuguese flags, and to tell him that his 
~lldcavours to get the Royal signature were useless, because the King very well knew 
that Cabinda was subject to Portugal, and therefore he would not nor could he sign 
any Treaty. With this decisive and sole reply the English Commander wcnt away; 
therefore it appears to the King impossiblc that anyone should say that a Treaty was 
signed by him and the Chiefs of Cabinda with England; and whoever says this he 
,declares a eulumniator. 

11y command of the King, 
(.signed) FRANCISCO l<'RANQUE, Gorernol' of Porto Rico. 

vVe declare upon our " 'ord of Lonour that everything stated was precisely so 
r elated l"O\f",·,,- us with t.hp. erew of the said brig drawn up. 

(The signatures of the crew follow.) 
'I'rue r.0tlY, 

(Big-ned) Joz~ BAPTIS'fA D'ANDRADE. 
Second Lieutenant, in Command. 
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IncloslU'e 2 in No. n. 

The Authorities of Cabinda to the GovernoT-Geneml of the Province of Angola. 

(Translation.) Cabinda, FebruaTY 20, 1853. 
WE, the Undersigned, authorities of Cabinda, inform your Excellency that, on 

the 10th day of February, the same steamer, "Volcano," appeared again in this 
harbour, with the same Commander, Wilmot, and that on the following day he came 
ashore with three boats, and went to the house of Mambuco, where we, all the 
authorities of Cabinda, were called, and as soon as we arrived we met the two 
Commanders, six officers, four armed soldiers, the ensign, and the interpreter Cabo 
Verde; and as soon as we arrived at the house of meeting they presented to us a 
paper which they told us was a Treaty to be made between us and England, upon 
which we answered that neither Mambuco nor any of us could make or sign any 
Treaty; as upon the first occasion when the Commander went to the house of the 
King of Cabinda for the same purpose the answer was given to him that the King of 
Cabinda was a black, and consequently could not make a Treaty with the King of 
Europe, and therefore he made no Treaty, nor could he sign any; and seeing that we 
also could not sign, at length threatening us in every way, we went on so for two 
hours; and then we all rose, and as it was now late, they sent two of the boats on 
board, the Commander remaining with some officers and the interpreter Cabo Verde, 
with the intention, after we were gone, of remaining alone with Mambuco, with the 
object of getting him to sign, as they did. So that, after we went away, they 
went to the house where Mambuco was with his younger children, and knowing that 
the said Mambuco is a man of no knowledge, they used their influence as foreigners, 
asking him for one of his sons to be educated in England, and then they showed hiw. 
a paper which he was to sign with a cross, telling him that it was a certifir··ate by 
which he might reclaim his son at any time in case he should stay away; by which 
urged and deceived, he signed the cross; and as soon as they got tllis they returned on 
board; and it was already 6 o'clock in the evening, and as soon as they reached the 
ship they began to salute with one-and-twenty guns; and when it was 7 o'clock at 
night three officers came to my house to me, for me to sign, and when I would not 
tbey showed me that Mambuco had signed, and to prove it they had his son on board, 
and I would not. At last they went on board, and on the following day, on setting 
sail, he wrote to me, telling me that on his return he would make me sign by force; 
therefore the King of Cabinda, and we all, authorities of Cabinda, declare that the 
signature of Mambuco is null, as Mambuco has no greater powers than the real King 
of Cabincla to assent to such papers, for we are the subjects of the Queen of Portugal, 
wliose dominion alone we desire. 

(Signed) KING MOMCUTA ZIME. 
FRANCISCO FRANCO, Gom'nor of P01'tO R'ico, 
PRINCE SAMBO. 
PRINCE MONGIMBE. 

Inclosure 3 in No. 11. 

The Authorities of Cabinda to the GoveTnor-Genentl of the Province of Angola. 

('l\'ilns~ation,) Cabinda, February 20, 18153. 
IllustrlOus and Excellent Governor-General of the Province of AnO'ola and its Depen-

dencies, " 

vVE, U~de~'signed, authorities of Cabinda, both ourselves and our predecessors fo1' 
ages, recog~llze m our country the Government of tbe Queen of Portugal, and uuder 
the pr?tectlOn of .the. Portuguese flag, and aid of tbe Government of Loanda, we have 
long lIved, and will live until death. 

",;Ye inform your Excellency tbat on the 24th day of January the" Volcano" a 
war-steamer of Her Britannic Majesty, arrived in this our barbour, having on b~al'd 
the Commander, Arthur P. Eardley Wilmot, who, in tbe name of Her Britannic 
Majesty, presented to us a written paper with nine Articles, which he said was a 
'rl'eaty wbich he wished to make with us in the name of bis Queen, copy of which we 
fOl'~vard to your Excellen?y, a~d also a letter written by the Commander, copy of 
whlCh we also forward, m whlCh he says that he is authorized by the Queen of 

J 
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EnO'land to make a Treaty of Alliance with us, offering to us a certai~ sum of 
mo~ey, and for some time threatening us with yiolence, a~d. even wIth severe 
punishment, if we would not agree to the ArtIcles of h~s mfa~ous so-called 
Treaty which he 'wished to conclude with us. As we, hemg subJects. of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty the Queen of Portugal, natives of Portuguese ~fl'lca, have, 
from the time we have been under her protcction, been very happily: governed. 
by ourselves, yet we admit the Government of Loanda. to be superlOr to. us, 
and consequently Her Most Faithful Majesty thc Queen of Portugal, with her phIlan­
thropy, has givcn us full liberty to bc governed by ourselves, that we may have our 
own usages and customs, we cal! to it with unanimity from the threats of Commander 
Wilmot on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of England. We all, of common 
accord, will never accede to what is demanded hy the Commander 'Wilmot on thf' part 
of his Queen, and with arms in our hands we shall know how to 1'0 pect the flag of 
PortuO'al, that which we acknowledge as first, and which waves upon our walls, uutil 
the G~vernment of Loanda, on the part of the Quecn of Portugal, gives us protection 
and help, as it is its duty; and if it shall do othcrwise, and we shall bc compcllcd to 
yield to the power of force, even then we will not assent to the propositions made to 
us by the Commander Wilmot on thc part of the Queen of England, we will abandon 
our shores, withdrawing ourselves, and casting eternal malediction upon the first 
discoverers of our unfortunate country. We express ourselves because our ideas arc 
very small, and our principles very poor. We believe that everything that has 
happcned is brought to the knowledge of yom Excellency, hoping that your Excel­
lency will take cverything into consideration. 

(Signed) KING MOMPUCUTA QIME. 

(Translation. ) 

FRANCISCO FRANQUE, Governor of Porto Rico. 
PRINCE SAMBO. 
PRINCE MOMGUNBI. 

Inclosure 4 in No. 11. 

Senhor Gmr;a to Oommander Wilmot. 

Illustrious Sir, Palace of the Government in Loanda, Mm'ch 1, 1853. 
BY the communications which you addressed to my predecessol' on the 12th 

February last you say that Treaties werc concluded on the 2nd of that month with 
the King of Langa Panga and Cabo Lopes, and also with the King of Oabinda in his 
residence, &c. The Government of Angola has had some vaguo notice 01 thc events 
mentioned, but it could not believe them, and it was while it was in this uncertainty 
that it rcceived from you the confirmation, which has caused gTeat surprise. By 
another letter frol11 you, dated the 16th of the same month, you observe positively 
that Great Britain does not recognize the claim!! of Portugal to any part of the territory 
of thcse coasts beyond what is included between 8° and 18° south latitude. You 
state that Treaties have been madc with the Kings and Chiefs of those countries, which 
you call independent, in accordance with instructions received from the Commander­
in-chief of the British r.quadron. These and the other statements of thosc letters are, 
in my humble opinion, in entire contravention of thc very solemn Acts which havc 
been concluded between the Crowns of Portugal and Great Britain. As to the 
Additional Convention to the Treaty of thc 22nd January, 1815, betwel'ln the two 
Orowns, in the IInd Article, section 2, it says: "The territories of the coast of Africa 
on the south of the Equator upon which Her Most Faithful Majesty declared she 
reserved her rights, that is to say, the territories of Molembo and Cabinda, on the 
western coast of Africa, from 5° 12' to 8° south latitude." These rights of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty are recognized by Great Britain in the above Convention, ratified by 
another Additional Convention of the 28th July, 1817, implicitly declared in the 
further correspondence of the noble Lord Howard de Walden, on the 5th May, 1839, 
address cd to the Baron da Ribeira Sabroza, and finally sauc,tioned in the Constitutional 
Charter of the Monarchy in the section 2, Artiole 1 and Article 3, a Charier recognized 
by Great Britain and all civilized nations. By virtue, then, of such undeniable acts 
and documents agreed to and ratified with Great Britain, a great nation possessing 
excellent feelings and pure faith, I cannot persuade myself that such 'l'reaties could 
be made so as to be valid without a previous understanding between His Britannic 
M.ajesty and Her Most Faithful Majesty, which I do not find to have existed, although 
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I have given fun consideration to the communications made by you to the Government 
of Angola upon this matter. 

It is my duty, as a faithful subject who r~spec~s the rights of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty, which I am intrusted to wa~ch over Ill. tlns Government, to protest~ ~s I do 
hereby protest, against sudl acts, Willcl~ are c1estlt~te o~ the necessary formalItIes, for 
which there is not nor can be any pOSSIble authorIty III the Government Qf Angola, 
because the rights in question are reserved to the Portuguese Crown, .of which I shall 
give information to my Government. In the same letter you say It appears extra­
ordinary that the Portug~ese authoritie~ hav~ taken ~o steps in these countries. To 
this observation I offer III reply the followmg. It IS well known and understood 
throughout Great Britain ~hat the ~ingd.om of P?rtug~l has been subje?ted to great 
disturbances, a state of tlllngs WhICh WIll not, eIther m my country or III any other 
whatever, allow the Government to extend its whole attention and administrative care 
to all the parts of the Monarchy, which must necessarily sufI'er in a similar way. This 
is the reply which I have to by before you, in reference to your Jast letter of the 
21st ultimo, and to the others sent before that and addressed to my predecessor. 

God preserve, &c. 

('rranslation. ) 

(Signed) ANTONIO RICCARDO GRAQA, 
Governor-General (ad interim) . 

Inclosure 5 in No. 11. 

Senhor Grar;a to Commodore Bruce. 

Dear Sir, Palace of the Government in Loanda, March 10, 1853. 
BETWEEN the 24th January and the 21st February of the present year this 

Government of Angola has received five letters from Captain Arthur P. Eardley 
Wilmot upon matters relative to the coast of Africa in the Portuguese territories, to 
which I replied on the 1st instant. There is, however, one subject upon which I find 
myself compelled to be urgent ' and to bring to your notice. In the letter dated the 
12th February, Captain Wilmot states that a Treaty has been made against slavery 
with the King of Zanga Janga and Cabo Lopes, and on the 11th February with the 
King of Cabinda, in his own residence. Notwithstanding all the considm'ation merited 
by the assertion of a British officer, I never can nor ought to consider that act as valid 
and legal. There are many very excellent reasons why I should judge in this way ; 
and I am so fully persuaded that you will agree with me, because your disposition is 
noble and you are a gentleman, an Admiral of a nation which prides itself upon 
justice in all its acts, an ancient and constant ally of the Portnguese nation, that it is 
scarcely necessary for me to bring forward as evidence the above-mentioned reasons 
which I offer for yom observation. 

There is between Great Britain and Portugal the Decree of the lOth December, 
1836, and the Treaty of the 13th July, 1842, in which the two Orowns come to an 
agreement together upon all the means which may conduce to put an end to the 
inhuman Traffic, and for this sole object the cruizers were established, and in none of 
the above-mentioned 'freaties do I discover an Article by which the cruizing officers of 
either nation can be invested with a diplomatic character, to make and conclude 
'rreaties as such. 

The fact which Captain Wilmot asserts in his letter of the 12th February, that 
he on the 11th of that month concluded a Treaty with the King of Ca,binda, contrasts 
~ot only.with what I have said above, but also and especially with the message and 
mformlltlOn brought to me by a deputation of three Headmen of Cabinda, and with 
the statements which I received upon the same subject from the Commanders of 
Portuguese cruizers; it being certain, from what I see in those documents, that 
neither the King nor the other authorities of Cabinda, with the exception of the negro 
Mambuco, ac.quiesced in signing the said proposed Treaty; and even had they assented 
to the san:e, It could not have been valid, because it was in opposition to the reserved 
rights whi~h Her Most .Faithful Majesty possesses over that territory. The negro 
M:~.mbuco IS ~ardly e:r;tltled even a Viceroy, not a King, as he is named by Captain 
Wilmot. He IS subordmate; he cannot read nor write, and consequently could not be 
acquainted with the import of the paper to which he signed a cross having no one 
with him to explain it to him. ' 

Captain Wilmot says that Great Britain does not recognize the right':! of Por-
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tugal over territories beyond the limits of 8° to 18° south latitude. It seems that 
this worthy and excellent officer has no knowledge of the Treaty of the 22nd January, 
1815 and the Convention additional thereto dated the 28th July, 1817, concluded 
betw~en Great Britain and Portugal, still less of the Constitutional Chartcr of the 
Portuguese Monarchy, to the strength of which Great Britain has so gre~tly ,con­
tributed, recognized by all civilized na,tions, documents which do not admIt of the 
smallest doubt, and in which the territorics of tho coast of Africa to which Her Most 
Faithful Majesty has declared rights, and those where she possesses reserved rights, 
are laid down in an undeniable manner. The territories of Callinda and Molcmbo are 
included in the declarcd rights. 

'l'hese people havo never ceased to acknowledge the sovereignty of Portugal, 
however it may be alleged that she has no authorities there; it is certain that they 
have always rendered homa,ge to the Sovereigns of Portugal, and have sometimes had 
recourse to the protection of the Government of Loanda, a,nd they have even now 
called upon it tor the message and deputation to whieh I have alluded; and they have 
ncted well in this nmttcl' in not assenting to the signature of the proposcd 'l'reaty 
urged upon them, since it has never been admitted in the law of na,tions that people 
subject to a Sovereign could of themselves make 'l'reaties with foreign Powcrs, more 
especially as there are other solemn Treaties between Great Britain and Portugal, 
none of the Articles of which can be altered without a very great violation of justice, 
and without the previous agreement of the two Contracting Powers between cach 
other. This homage and snbmission of the Cabinda people is so completely 
11l1a,nswerable that their King, and other authorities representing those peoplf', 
requested of the Count do Toja,l, the commander of a war-schooner cruizing there, a 

• Portuguese flag, and spontaneously, and without the smallest suggestion, hoisted the 
same upon their walls, as an evident and significant mark of their sincere feelings. 
As Governor-General of Angola and its dependencies I have the honour of heing­
intmsted by Her Most Faithful Majesty with watching over her rights in thcse 
countries. 'There is no authority given to this Government to recognize rl'rea!ics which 
are not commanded to be observed by the Government of Her }\{ost :Faithfnl 
Majesty; it is also my strict duty to protest, as I do hereby protest, against all 
attempts or Treaties whatever, whieh any may desire to make in territories where Her 
Most Faithful Majesty possesses indisputable rights, either declared or reserved. It 
is my duty to be a strict observer of the provisions of the Decree of the 10th 
December, 1836, and of the Treaty coneluded on the 3rd July, 1842, for the sup­
pression of the inhuman Slave Trade, as I have recently given decisive proofs, by COUl­

manding the Captain of the Portuguese war-brig "Corimba," eruizing here, under 
strict instructions to burn, destroy, and throw down all tho barraeoons (" harraeas ") 
which he might find in Ambriz, with evident marks of being intend!'d for that 
immoral and repulsive Traffic, which he carried into effect by burning and dcstroying 
two, in which he found irons, kettles, and other objects intendCll for that infamous 
speculation, of which act I have official information. 

God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) ANTONIO RIBEIRO GRAQA, 

Governor-General (ad interim). 

No. 12, 

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Lavradio . 

Foreign Office, November 26, 1853. 
'l'HE Undersigned, &e., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the official 

note which was addressed to him on the 17th September by Count Lavraclio, &c., 
complaining that Commander Wilmot, of Her Majesty's ship" Harlequin," violated 
the sovereign rights of Portugal by concluding, in January last, a Treaty for the sup­
pression of the Slave Trade with the King of Cabinda, on the West Coast of Africa; 
and by attempting, in the month of March, to negotiate a similar Treaty with the King 
and Chiefs of Ambriz. 

Count Lavradio's note also contains accusations affecting the honour and good faith 
of Captain Wilmot in his dealings with the Portuguese Commandant of llengo, and 
with the King of Cabinda. 

The Undersigned begs to inform Count Lavraruo that Captain Wilmot has been 
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required by the Lords of the Admiralty to explain his conduct in regard to the several 
matters of complaint thus alleged against him by the Portuguese Government; ~nd 
the Undersigned has now the honour to reply to the above-mentioned charges. 

The first charge is that Captain Wilmot took into his service at Bengo, and con­
veyed from thence to Cabinda, a Portuguese interpreter named Vicente Antonio Cabo 
Verde, who had received from_ the Commandant of Bengo permission to that effect on 
condition that it should be confirmed by the Governor of Angola; but it is alleged 
that Captain Wilmot prevented Vicente from applying to the Governor of Angola, and. 
forcibly kept the interpreter in his service without leave. ' 

It appears from Count Lavradio's note that Vicente has made a deposition before' 
the competen't authorities on this ancl other matters relative to the proceedings of' 
Captain Wilmot; but Gount Lavradio says that he is withheld by motives of delicacy 
from sending a copy of that deposition to the Undersigned. 

Captain Wilmot states in reply to tllis charge that, on the occasion of his making' 
a complimentary visit to the Captain of t.he Port at Bengo, Vicente was called in to, 
act as interpreter, which led to a proposal being aftel'wards made by Captain Wilmot 
that Vicente should enter his service; and before this engagement was concluded, 
Vicente told Captain Wilmot that he was ont of employment, that he was not a 
Portuguese subject, that he was at liberty to go where he liked, and that he was: 
perfectly willing to go with him. 

Accordingly, Captain W ilmot engaged Vicente as his interpreter, and three days­
afterwards Vicente voluntarily went on board the" Harlequin," and Captain Wilmot­
asserts positively that there is no truth in the statement about his having forced: 
Vicente to join him. 

Captain Wilmot further says that Vicente told the Oaptain of the Port at Bengo' 
that he intended to go with Captain Wilmot, and that the Oaptain of the Port did not 
state to Captain Wilmot that Vicente must first have leave from the Governor­
General of Angola ; and if that formality had been indispensably requisite, there was 
ample time during the above-mentioned interval of three days for the authorities of 
Bengo to have warned both Vicente and Oaptain Wilmot accordingly. 

It appears, besides, that after the termination of Vicente's service he was 
imprisoned by the Portuguese authorities for the alleged crime of having accompanied: 
Captain Wilmot, but he was released upon the Captain interfering in his behalf, and 
he afterwards frequently came on board the" Harlequin," and said that he had been 
most cruelly treated by the Portuguese. 

The Undersigned concurs with Oaptain Wilmot in thinking that no great 
reliance can he placed upon any declaration which may have been extorted under 
these circumstances from an unfortunate man who was deprived of the power of 
helping or defending himself. 

The second charge is that Oaptain Wilmot, on the 1st January, 1853, addressed:: 
a letter to the King and Chiefs of Cabinda, threatening to use force, and to blockade 
their coast, if they should decline to sign an Anti-Slave Trade Treaty, and that he 
pointed out to them that the Portuguese residing in their country were their worst 
enemies, and ought to be expelled from Africa. 

The only part of this charge to which tue Portuguese Government can ask for 
any answer from Her Majesty's Government is that which relates-to the conduct of 
O<1ptain Wilmot in suggesting to the King and Chiefs of Cabinda that they should expel 
the Portuguesc from their territory; and the Undersigned begs leave to observe that the 
portions of that letter which have been underlined by Count J..iavradio clearly show that 
thc ~or~uguese to whom those passages rclate are persons who are obstinately bent on 
contmum~ t? carryon the Slave Trade in defial1ce of the 'freaty of J uly 184::: betwecn 
Great Bl'ltam and Portugal. And it is scarcely necessary that the Undersigned 
should add that Captain W ilmot was fully justified in requiring that such persons 
should be banished from the Oabinda territory. 

The third charge in Oount Lavradio's note relates to the Anti-Slave Treaty 
concluded by Oaptain Wilmot with the Kino' of Oabinda; and the substance of that 
chal'ge is that Oaptain Wilmot tried to indu~e the King and Chiefs of Oabinda to sign 
a Treaty which he presented to them first on the 24th January, and afterwards on the 
10~h Febr~ar~, 1853, and ~hat, having failed in that endeavour because the King and 
ChIefs mamtame~ that theIr allegiance to the Queen of Portugal did not allow of their­
concluding Tr~atIes with foreign Powers, Oaptain Wilmot, accompanied by Oaptain 
Ooote and the mterpreter went to the King's house and persuaded him to take some 
11l'andy, of which he drank so copiously that he lost his senses and put his mark to a 
paper which was presented to bim for signature by Oaptain Wilmot, who told th~ 
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King that it was a document signifying his consent to intrust his son to Captain 
Wilmot. 

In answer to this imputation upon the honom and integrity of Captain W~mo~, 
the Undersi!!lled transmits herewith that officer's narrative of what took place III hIS 
several inte~views with the King and Ohiefs of Dabinda, which will show that t.he 
Chiefs made no representation about their being under the authority of Portugal, and 
that there was no truth in the opprobrious statement that Capt.ain Wilm?t made t.he 
King drunk and obtained his signa,tme to the Treaty by a false representatIOn. . 

The Undersigned has to add t.hat he has informed 1.he Lords of the Admn'alty 
that he is of opinion that Captain Wilmot has completely and satisfactorVy exonerated 
himself from the charge in question; and the Undersigned has stated to their Lord­
ships that the Treaty concluded by Captain Wilmot with the King of Oabinda must 
be held to be valid, and that its punctual fulfilment must be enforced. 

The Undersigned begs leave to point out to Oount Lavradio that the Portuguese 
Government must be well aware of the grounds upon which Her Majesty's Government 
maintain that they have a right to enter into Treaties ,vith the Chiefs of Cabinda and 
of Ambriz, because Her Majesty's Government have formally refused to admit the claim 
of Portugal to a right of sovereignty over that portion of the West Ooast of Africa 
which lies between 5° 12' south latitude and 8° south latitude. The reasons of 
that refusal were explained in a note whieh Mr. Southern, Her Majesty's Oharg'c 
d' Affaires at Lisbon, addressed by order of Her Majesty's Government to the Portuguese 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 24th November, 1846, and they were in substance 
as follows: Mr. Southern stated that on referring to Article II of the 28th July, 
1817, additional to the Treaty of the 22nd January, 1815, between Great Britain and 
Portugal, for the prevention of the Slave Trade, it would be seen that, with respect to 
to the West Coast of Africa, the territories decribed as possessed by the Crown of 
Portugal extended from 8° to 18° south latitude ; but with respect to the part of the 
coast from 5° 12' south latitude down to 8° south, namely, the territories of Molembo 
and Oabinda, His Most Faithful Majesty declared that he maintained his rights. 

Mr. Southern therefore stated that it appeared that while the right of Portugal to 
sovereignty and jurisdiction from 8° to 18° south latitude was fully recognized by the 
British Government, her right from 5° 12' down to 8° south was not recognized. 

'rhe Undersigned has to observe that this declaration on the part of Her 
Majesty's Government was not answered by the Portuguese Goyernment. 

But it appears from Count Lavradio's note that the Portuguese Government 
consider that their right to the sovereignty in question is established, not only by the 
lInd Article of the Oonvention of July 1817, but also by the Xth Article of the Treaty 
of Alliance between Great Britain and Portugal of the 19th February, 1810, ::tnd by 
the lInd Article of the Treaty of the 22nd January, 1815. 

Although the above-mentioned Treaty of }'ebruary 1810 is no longer in force, and 
although the question of right now under consideration must be decided according to 
the terms of the most recent Treaty in which it is mentioned, that is to say, by the 
Hnd Arti.cle of the Additional Oonvention of the 28th July, 1817, yet the U nder­
,signed will nevertheless proceed to examine these three Articles of Treaties between 
Great Britain and Portugal which are referred to by Oount Lavradio as proving that 
Gl'e~t ~ritain has recogniz~d the rights of sovereignty belonging to Portugal in the 
terrltones of Molembo, Oabmda, and Ambriz. 

And, first, with regard to the Xth Article of the 'rreaty of Alliance of }'ebruary 
1810, the Undersigned has to observe that the only fact which that Article proves is, 
that Great Britain accepted a declaration that the Prince negent of Portugal claimed 
rights of »omc kind to the territories of Oabinda and :i\folembo; and that ., Ilis Royal 
Highness was resolved not to resign nor forego his just pretensions thereto, nor the 
rights of his subjects to trade with those places in the same manner as they had done 
up to that time." But it does not appear from this Article that Portugal did at that 
time hold de fa cto possession of the territories in question; it appears only that she 
claimed a right to do so. 

The next Treaty engagement to which Oount Lavradio refers is the lInd Article 
of the Treaty of the 22nd January, 1815, by which, as Oount Lavradio states, thC' 
British Government renewed the recognition contained in the Xth Article of the Treaty 
of the 19th February, 1810. 

The Hnd Article of the Treaty of J annary 1815 states that C( His Britannic 
n1:njesty engages, in concert with the Prince Regent of Portugal, to give such orders 
ns may effectually prevent any interruption being given to Portuguese ships resorting 
to the actual dominions of the Orown of Portugal, or to the territories which are 
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claimed in the Treaty of Alliance of the 19th February, 1810, as belonging to tbe 
Cro"rn of Portugal to the southward of the line." " 

In this Article a clear distinction is drawn between the territories acttlally held 
under the dominion of Portugal and those which were claimed by her under the 
Treaty of 1810, and acc~r~ingly the sa~le distinction is clearly laid cl0:vn in the 
IInd Article of the AdchtlOnal ConventIon of the 28th July, 1817, WhICh Count 
Lavradio quotes, and this is the distinction which is pointed out in the above-menti(med 
note feom :1>11'. Southern to the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
24.th November, 1846. 

Count Lavradio's explanation respecting these Treaty stipUlations is followed by 
some remarks llpon Captain Wilmot's proceedings at Ambriz, and the Undersigned 
observes that Count Lavl'adio, in defending the alleged rights of Portugal over that 
place, seems to consider that Her Majesty's Government is entirely precluded from 
questioning those rights, becanse it is stated in a letter which Viscount Palmerstol1 
addressed to Baron Moncorvo on the 30th November, 1846, that Ambriz is the extr8me 
northern point recognized by Great Britain as belonging to Portugal. 

It is true that there is such a passage in Lord Palmerston's letter, but the 
paragraph in which it occurs concludes by stating that Her Majesty's Government 
maintain the right to ul1l'estricted intercourse with that part of the West Coast of 
Africa which lies between 5° 12' south latitude, and 8° south latitude. 

The Undersigned begs to state that it is evident that Lord Palmerston was not 
then aware of the fact that Ambriz is situated 8 miles to the north of the 8th parallel 
of south latitude, but that statement in Lord Palmerston's letter of November 1846 
cannot invalidate the terms of the Treaty of July 1817, and according to those terms 
Her Majesty's Government still maintain that the Treaty of 1817 does not estabEsh 
the claim of Portugal to the sovereignty of the coast lying between 5° 12' s~)Uth 
latitude and 8° south latitude, within which parallels Ambriz is situated. 

This matter was distinctly explained to the Portuguese Government by an official 
note which Sir Hamilton Seymour addressed to Count Tojal on the 9th November, 
1850, and further in J annal'S 1851 by the communication from Sir Hamilton Seymour 
to Count Tojal of a despatch from Lord Palmerston to the British Commissioners at 
Loanda, dated the 2nd December, 1847, stating the reason why Lord Palmerston had 
thought it unnecessal'S to correct the geographical error which was contained in his 
note to Baron Moncorvo of the 30th November, 1846, namely, because it could not be 
construed into an admission by Her Majesty's Government of the right of Portugal to 
the sovereignty either of Ambriz or of that part of the coast which lies between Ambri,,; 
and the 8th parallel of south latitude. 

Captain Wilmot has, moreover, informed Her Majesty's Government that the 
King ,and Chiefs of Ambriz do not acknowledge the Queen of Portugal as theil' 
Sovereign, and that at the last interview he had with them they were very angry at 
being called the vassals of Portllgal. They said, "';V e do not owe any allegiance to 
Portugal; we are our own masters; we are not their subjects." 

This statement is confirmed by the information which Her Majesty's GOVCl'lllllcnt 
has received as to the actual condition of the coast between Loango and Ambriz, which 
is represented as never having had civilized laws or government, flag, or constituted 
authoeities. Slave-dealers have resided there with impunity, and slavery with all its 
horrors and in its worst forms has been permitted to exist unnoticed. 

Thus it is manifest and notoriGus that the African tribes inhabitinO' the line of 
coast clai~ed by P?rtugal between 5° 12' and 8° south are in reality independent, and 
that the rIghts whlch Portugal acquired by priority of discovery at the close of the 
fifteenth centnry have been long since suffered to lapse in consequence of the Portuguese 
Government having neglected to occupy the countries so discovered . 

. Under these circumstances, the Undersigned must repeat the declaration of Hei' 
MaJes.ty's. Govel'llment that the interests of commerce render it imperative upon them 
to mamtam the right to unrestrained intercourse with that part of the West Coast of­
Africa which lies between 5° 12' south latitude and 8° south latitude. 

Th~ Undersigned cannot conclude this note without expressing his satisfaction 
at,Iearnmg from C~unt Lavradio that the Government of Portugal is not only cletel'­
nlll:ed .to spare neIther exertions nor expense in actively co-operating towards the 
~xtmctlOr: o~ the Slav~ Trade, but is also resolved to put an end to the state of slaVf'IT 
m the ASIatIc and AfrIcan possessions of PortuO'al. 

Her Maj.esty's Gov~rnment hope- that a D~cree to this effect may soon be 'issued 
and br(j)ught mto operatlOn by the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and 
they trust that the future acts of the Governors of the Portuguese dominions in Afrira 
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will pro,:e that they d~ not regard the sUPP1:essio?-. of the Slave Trade to be an under 
takinfJ" adverse to the mfiuence of Portugal m AfrIca. 

1'l10 Undersigned, &c. (Signed) CLARENDOX. 

No. 13. 

The Earl of ClGrendoll to S ir R. P({ !.I'lIham. 

-:5i1', FOltiqil Ojjice, April G, 1855. 
I 'l'RAN SMIT herewith copies of a letter, and of its inclosllrcs, which 1 Ita YC l'ceeiyecl 

ii'om the A(lmiralty, by which you "'illlcarn that in December last Senhor Amaral, the 
Governor-General of Angola, officially announced to Commodore Adams, the COIU­
mander-in<:hief of Her IVIajesty's ships on the "lest African Station, his de1ermination 
to send to Molembo a military Commandant and such an armed force as might be 
l'elluisite to establish, provisionally, t he Portuguese authority at that J?lace. ., 

I haH) to instruct you to express to the Government of HIS Most Fmt.bful 
Majesty the O'reat concern with which Her Majesty's Government have learnecl that 
the Governol'.:.General of Angola has come to a determination which it will be tho duty 
of Hcr Majesty's Government to oppose, with reference to the declaration formally 
communicated to tbe Portuguese Gov{'rnmont in Lord Palmerston's letter to Baron 
Moncorvo of the 30th November, ISJ.C, and in my note to Count LavI'adio of the 26th 
NovembCl', IS53, stating that TIer :M:ajesty's Government must maintain the right of 
umestrictcd intercourse with that part or the West Coast of A.frica which lies between 
5° l~' south latitude and So south latit.ude. 

The offcr made by the Envoys of the Cbief of Molemho to Senhor Amaral may 
have been spontaneous, or it may have pl'oceeded from suggestiolls made 1.0 the Chief~; 
but in either case the l'esult would be thc same, namely,. that a Portuguese force would 
hold possession of Molemho, and the Oommander of that force might enact any Regula­
tions he pleased. :Foreign nations would thus be debarred from having free intercourse 
with the place, which to all intent.s would then become a Portuguese Colony, and the 
yuestion at issue hetween the British and Portuguese Governments, instead of 
remaj.ning in abeyance, as Senhor Amaral assumes, would be practically decided. 

Her Majesty's Government therefore hope that the Portuguese Government will 
" end immediate instructions to the Goyernor-General of A.ngola, directing him not to 
persist in his intention, and that all danger of misunderstanding between the t.wo 
Governments on this subject may thus be preyented.. 

I inclose, for your i.nformation, a copy of a letter which has been addl'essed by my 
direction to tbe Admiralty upon this matter. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLAR.ENDON. 

No.H. 

Sir R. Pakenha1n to the Earl of C'larendon.-(Received May I.) 

1I1y l"ol'd, Lisbon, April i2, 1855. 
I HAD the honour on the 15th instant to receive your Lordship's despatch 

of the 6th April, relative to the intention announced by the Governor-General of 
Angola to send a military force to take pORsession, as he said, provisionally, of the 
-tenitory ot Molembo, in opposition to the declarations of Her Majesty's Government 
resenillg the right of unrestricted intercourse with that part of tbe West Coast of 
Africa. between 5° 12' south latitude and 8° south latitude, within which limits 
Molcmbo is situated. 

I Jwg leave to submit a copy of a note which I have addressed to the Viscount 
d'Athoguia, in fulfilment of your Lordship's instl'uctions upon tbis subject, 

1 have had some conversation with the Viscount d'Athoguia relative to this affair, 
and he tells me that it was not in consequence of orders from Lisbon tbat the 
Govemor-General undertook to send a military force to Molembo, but in consequence 
-of the Embassy or Deputation sent by the King of Molembo to Loanda to tender his 
allegiance to the Crown of Portugal, an offer which he (the Governor-General) did not 
feel at liberty to reject; and the Viscount d' Athoguia added that he did not believe 
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that Senhor Amaral intended actually to dispatch a force to Molembo without instruc­
tions from Lisbon authorizing him to take that step. 

It will be my duty to do everything in my power to dissuade the Viscount 
d' AthoO'uia from issuing any such instructions, or adopting any line of conduct 
with r~spect to the Molembo territory of a nature to complicate mattcrs in that 
quarter. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. P AKENHAM. 

Inclosure in No. 14. 

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d'Athoguia. 

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, has received orders t.o express to His Most Faithful Majesty's Govern­
ment the great concern with which Her Majesty's Government have heard of certain 
proceedings on 1he part of the Governor-General of Angola which it will be the duty 
of Her Majesty's Government to oppose. 

By intelligence lately received from the coast of Africa, Her Majesty's Govern­
ment are informed that in December last Senhor Amaral, then Acting Governor­
General of Angola, officially announced to Commodore Adams, the Commander-in­
chief of Her Majesty's ships on the West African Station, his determination to send to 
Molemho a Military Commandant, and such an armed force as might be requisite to 
establish provisionally the Portuguese authority at that place. 

The correspondence wllich passed on this occasion between the Acting Governor­
General and Commodore Adams will doubtless have been forwarded to His Most 
Faithful Majesty's Government, and from it the Viscount d'Athoguia will have seen 
that Commodore Adams, acting upon the instructions in his possession, such instruc­
tions being in entire conformity with the declaration contained in Viscount Palmerston's 
note to Baron Moncorvo of the 30th November, 1846, and in the Earl of Clarendon's 
note to Count Lavradio of the 26th November, 1853, protcsted against t11e announced 
intention of the Acting Governor-General, and refused to acknowledge the Portugucse 
authority on any part of the coast to the northward of 8° south latitude. 

The Undersigned is directed now to acquaint his Excellency the Viscount 
d'Athoguia that the course then pursued by Commodore Adams has received the 

. entire approval ot Her Majesty's Government. 
Her Majesty's Government have repeatedly declared to His Most Faithful 

Majesty's Government that they must maintain the right of unrestricted intercourse 
with that part of the ,Vest Coast of Africa which lies between 5° 12' and 8° sOclth 
latitude. 

The offer of the Chief of Molembo to profess vassalage and allegiance to the 
Crown of Portugal may have been spontaneous, or it may have proceeded from other 
c!mses, but in either case the result of the measure contemplated by the Acting 
Governor-General of Angola would be the same, namely, that a Portuguese force 
would hold possession of Molembo, and the Commander of that force might introduce 
:my Regulations which he pleased. 

Foreign nations would thus be debarred from havinO' free intercourse with 
the place, which to all intents and purposes would thed' become a Portuguese 
Colony, and the question at issue between the British and PortuO'uese Governments, 
instead of remaining in abeyance, as Senho!' Amaral assumes, w~uld be practically 
decided. 

~{cl' M~jesty's Government therefore hope that the Portuguese Government will 
send. ll:r:me~la~e inst:uctions to the Governor-General of Angola, directing him not to 
perSIst III h18 liltentlOn, and that all dangers of misunderstanding between the two 
Governments on this subject may thus be prevented. 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) R. P AKENHAM. 
Lisbon, April 17, 1855. ' 
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No. 15. 

i\l1·. Ward to the Earl of ClaTend01l.-(Received August 16.) 

My Lord, Lisbon, August 8, 1855 .. 
SIR GEORGE JACKSON transmittcd to this Mission, under flying sea.l, Ins 

despatch to your Lordship of the 18th :May last, reporting the prepa,rations for an 
expedition to take military possession of Ambriz, which desp:1tch I havc ~ow. the 
~onoUl' ~o forward to your Lordship by thc "Tagus," being the first opportumty smce 
It came mto my hands. 

I thought it right to mention to the Viscount d'Athoguia that I had reccived 
information of this expedition, when he stated to me that the Chief or Chiefs of the 
territory in that neighbo1.uhood had been makinO' themselves troublcsome not only to 
the Portuguese, but also to the English, Fren~h, and Americans; that it was their 
intention to build a fort at Ambriz, but that they did not design to make any 
alterations with regard to commercial intercolU'se with that place, nor to impose any 
duties. 

I took occasion to remark to his Excellency that on former occasions they 
(himself and Senhor Rodrigo da Fonseca Magelhaes) had entered unreservcdly upon 
this question of the desire of the Portuguese Government to occupy Ambriz, with Sir 
Richard Pakenham, but that in thiB instance their intentions and preparations had 
been involved in secrecy. 

The Viscount seemed anxious to evade this part of the question, nor did I feel 
myself authorized to press him upon it, as being without express instructions upon 
the point; his Excellency proceeded, however, to say that recent historical researches 
conducted by the Viscount Santarem had thrown light upon the Portuguese rights to 
the territory in question, by discovery and conquest, and that records had been found 
of their having had a fort there. 

I have caused a copy of Sir George Jackson's letter and inclosure to be mack, 
and kept in the archives of this Mission. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD. 

No. 16. 

The EaTl of Clm'endon to Mr. WaTd. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 17, 1855. 
I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th instant, and also the despatch from 

Her Majesty's Commissioners at Loanda of the 18th May, respecting the Portugl1c~e 
expedition to Ambriz; and I have to instruct you to represent strongly to the 
Portuguese Government that Her Majesty's Government cannot consent to any 
occupation of Ambriz, and that the mode of proceeding adopted by the Portuguese 
Government in tills matter, as reported in the despatches above referred to, is very 
unsatisfactory. 

I inclose a copy of a despatch which I have addressed to Her Majesty's Com­
missioners at Loanda in reply to their report of the dispatch of the expedition to 
Ambriz.* 

I am, &C. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 

No. 17. 

The Ea1'l oj Clm'endon to the Loanda CommissioneTs. 

Gentlemen, Foreign 0 [fice, August 17, 1855. 
I HA VE received your despatch of the 18th May, reporting the sailing of 

a Portuguese expedition to take military possession of Ambriz, and I have to inform 
you that Her Majesty's Minister at Lisbon has been instructed to make a serious 
remonstrance upon this subject to the Portuguese Government, pointing out the 
objectionable manner in willch this expedition has been conducted. Her Majesty's 

« No. 17. 
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Government cannot consent to a Portuguese occupation of this territory, to which 
Portugal has no just claim, and which lies beyond the limits within which Great 
Britain has by Treaty with Portugal agreed to acknowledge POlotuguese domiRion on 
the West Ooast of Africa. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) OLARENDON, 

p.S.-Her Majesty's commands have been signified to the Admiralty that a 
ship of war should be sent to Ambriz for the protection of British property and 
interests. 

O. 

No.18. 

The Earl of Clarendon to SiT R. Pakenham. 

(Extract.) Foreign Office, August 29, 1855. 
I HAVE to refer you to the correspondence which on more than one former 

occasion has taken place on this subject, and to the fact that Ambriz has been proved 
to be beyond the limits within which, by our Treaty with Portugal, the Portuguese 
territory on the West Ooast of Africa is acknowledged by Great Britain; and you will 
express in strong terms to the Portuguese Government the dissatisfaction felt by 
Her Majesty's Government on learning this improper and unfriendly proceeding taken 
by them at Ambriz, and the regret of Her Majesty's Government at finding them­
selves compelled, at the moment of the King's accession, to take measures for the 
protection of British interests and property against Portuguese encroachments; but 
Her Majesty's Government will not shrink from the performance of this urgent duty, 
and the Portuguese Government will alone be responsible for the consequences which 
may ensue. 

I have to add that I have communicated to the Lords Oommissioners of the 
Admiralty the Queen's commands that a vessel of war should be sent to Ambriz for 
the protection of British interests in that quarter. 

No. 19. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Si7" R. Pakenham. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 8, 1855. 
WI~H reference to my despatch of the 29th ultimo respecting the occupation 

of AmbrIZ by ~ Portuguese force,. I ~ave to s~at~ to you that further despatches 
have been recelved from Her MaJesty s OomllllsslOners at Loanda which show 
that the expedition in question was undertaken by orders from the' Government, 
and that the pretended. offer of Ambriz to Portugal by the Ohiefs some months 
ago must have been deVIsed for the purpose of obtaining possession of a place which 
does not belong to P~rtugal, and which by agreement with Great Britain she was 
not to ~old. Her MaJesty's Government regret that any disagreement should take 
place WIth Portugal on such a subject, and trust that by the withdrawal of the 
Portuguese force from Ambriz the amicable relations between the two countries will 
not be disturbed. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) OLARENDON. 

I 
! 
t 
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Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.-(Received September 14.) 

My Lord" Usbon, Septem~e~ 8, 1855. 
I HAD thc honour, on the 1st instant, to receive your Lordshlp s despatch 

of the 17th ultimo, instructing me to represent strongly to the P?rtuguese G~vern­
mcnt that Her Majesty's Government cannot consent to any occupatlOn of Ambrlz. . 

In compliance with those instructions, I have addressed to the Viscount d' Athogma 
the note of which I beg leave to inclosc a copy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM R.. WARD. 

Inclosure in No. 20. 

l'\1Ir. W01'd to Viscount d' Athoguia. 

Lisbon, September 8, 1855. 
HI';;l" Majesty's Government have received information from Loanda to the effect 

that in the month of May last a considerable force of infantry, artillery, and sappers 
and miners was equipped and embarked on board the "D. Fernando" frigatp-, 
the brig" Serra do Pilar," and the transport" Esperanza," with the avowed objcct 
of proceeding to Ambriz and establishing the direct dominion of Portug-al over that 
spot. 

The Proclamation published on the occasion in the offieial Gazettfl of the Province 
of Angola, while claiming on behalf of the Crown of Portugal the right of dominion 
over the whole country situated to the north up to latitude 5° 12', represents tIl(' 
motive of the intended expedition to be the necessity of preventing eertain yexatious 
proceedings which the feudal Chief of Ambriz had recently exercised towards the 
merchants there established, and a contumacious refusal to attend to the repre­
sentation made to him on this behalf, which called for retributive measures, con­
cluding hy thc declaration that Ambriz would thenceforvvard be entirely n, Portuguesc 
possession, 

'l'he views of Her Majesty's Government with regard t.o the claim of Portugal to 
Ambriz are well known to His M~ost ~Faithful Majesty's Government, !1nd it is not 
necessary to repeat what has on former occasions been distinctly stated to the Portng'nese 
Government, namely, that Her Majesty's Government does not acknowledge the right 
set up by Portugal to sovereignty over that part of the West Coast of Africtt which lics 
between 5° 12' south latitude, and 8° south latitude, nor to reassert the tact that 
Ambriz is situated to the north of the last-mentioned parallel. 

Under these circumstances, the Unc1cr~igned, &c., has now the honour to acquaint 
his Excellency the Viscount d'Athogui1t, &c., that he has been instructed to 
repl'c~c!1t to the Portuguese Government t hat Her Majesty's Government cannot 
consent to any occupation of Ambriz; and 'at the same time to point out that the mode 
of proceeding adopted by His Most Faithful Majesty's Government in planning a.nd 
carrying out the expedition designed to effect this occupation is very unsa.tisfactory. 

Since t,he present advisers of His Majesty the King Regent have hcld office it has 
occlll'red more tha.n once that Her Majesty's Minister has spoken to his Exccllency the 
Viscount d' Athoguia on this subject, so that the Cabinet. of His Most Faithful Majesty 
at the timc of dispatching the" D, Fernaudo " from Lisbon were awarc of t.he strong 
objedions entertained by the British Government to the measure in contemplat.ion, 
while the unreserved communications which had taken place on former occasions led 
t hem t.o expect that no design of taking possession of that portion of the West Coast of 
Africa would be entertained without previously satisfying Her Majesty's Government 
of thc necessity aDd urgency of that occul)ation, as well as that propel' security would 

, be afforded for the suppression of the Slave rrrade, and for the maintenance of t.he samc 
umestricted commercial intercourse hitherto enjoyed by British merchants with the 
territory over which His Most Faithful Majesty's Government claimed to extend t.heir 
dominion. 

The U ndersiglled begs leave to refer the Viscount d' Athoguia to the note which 
Sir R. Pakenham addressed to his Excellency on the 17th April last, by the directions 
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of Her Majesty's Government, with reference to the intention of the Acting Governor 
of Angola to dispatch a force to Molembo, for the purpose of establishing provisionally 
the Portuguese authority at that place. 

'rhis note expresses the sentiments and determination of Her Majesty's Govern­
ment with regard to any attempt to enforce the chims of Portugal on that part of 
the coast, and will prove how little they are disposed to acquiesce in such mea­
sures as those which they now learn have been carried out without their knowledge or 
assent. 

'1'he Undersigned, &c. (Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD. 

No. 21. 

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.- (Received October 5.) 

My Lord, Ltsbo"!,, September 28, ] 655. 
. I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatches of the 29th 

August and 8th September, which reached me, the first on the 12th instant, the 
second on the 14th instant. , 

I beg leave herewith to submit a copy of a note which, in obedience to the 
instructions contained in these despatches, I addressed, as soon as possible, to the 
Viscount d' Athoguia, expressing the surprise and displeasure with which Her 
Majesty's Government had heard of the extraordinary course pursued by His Most 
Faithful Majesty's Government in directing the Governor-General of Angola to take 
possession of Ambriz, which act appeared the more ' unj ustifiable from the warning 
which bad of late been repeatedly conveyed to this Government, especially by your 
Lordship's note to tbe Portuguese Minister in London, dated the 26th November, 1853, 
to the effect that England does not acknowledge the title of Portugal to dominion 
over that part of the African coast, and that she must maintain the right to 
unre..<;tricted intercoUl'se, such as has for a long series of years been carried on, with 
that portion of territory lying between 5° 12' south latitude and 8° south 
latitude; adding that Her Majesty's Government had taken measures in fulfilment 
of this urgent duty, and that they hoped that His Most Faithful Majesty's Govern­
ment would, by the withdrawal of the Portuguese force from Ambriz, prevent any 
disturbance of the amicable relations between the two countries. 

The attention of the Portuguese Ministers has been so much taken up with the 
ceremonies and festivities attending the King's inauguration that it was not until 
yesterday, the 27th instant, that I had an opportunity of speaking seriously to the 
Viscount d' Athoguia upon this important subject. 

In the course of a conversation which I then had with his Excellency, at which 
Mr. Ward was also present, I endeavoured to convince him that the wisest thing that 
the Portuguese Government could do would be to withdraw as soon as possible the 
force which h~d been so imprudently sent to Ambriz, and under circumstances~ so 
calculated to give offence to Englalld. 

He declined, however, to give me any assurance of that kind. The most that he 
undertook to do was to send orders to the Governor-General of Angola, by the first 
opportunity, to desist from all interference with the existing state of things, in as far 
as relates to foreign trade and intercourse, which order, he said, should hold good until 
an understanding could be effected between the two Governments with regard to the 
Portuguese claim to possession, instead of being, as at present, limited to one year, 
counted from the 16th May last, the day un which the Governor-General announced 
by proclamation that "the port of Aubriz was definitively occupied by a Portuguese 
fort.:e." , 

I suppose that the Viscount d'Athoguia expects that by this arrangement, which 
he professes to consider more advantageous to foreign commerce than the state of 
things formerly existing, he will obviate the objections of Her Majesty's Govern­
ment to the occupation of Ambriz, and induce your Lordship to consent to a quasi 
assumption of authority over that province, the right to unrestricted intercourse being 
meanwhile guaranteed to Her Majesty's subjects. 

I told him, however, that I had no power to agree to any such arrangement, nor 
did I hold out to him any expectation that it would be accepted by Her l\fajesty's 
Government. 

[uRJ J F 
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Although I did take upon myself, for the sake of preventing any serious mis­
understanding on the spot, to encourage him by all means to sen~ out orders to ~he 
authori ties of Angola to suspend indefinitely, that is to say, until an understnndl?g 
can be concluded between the two Governments, any interfcrence wha~ever WIth 
British commerce at Ambriz, as it has been long carried on without molestation on the 
part of the native Ohiefs. 

The Viscount d'Athoguia informed us that he had caused to be prepared a s~te­
ment, founded on facts not to bc disputed, which he flattered himself would conVlllce 
Her Majesty's Government that Portugal possessed a clear and legal title to the whole 
territory lying between latitude 5° 12' south and 8° south. 

It will not be long, I presume, before this statement is communicated to your 
Lordship, either through this Mission or through the Portuguese Minister in London; 
but I am humbly of opinion that in the meantime it is hig'hly desirable that a naval 
force, as large as can be spared from the other necessities of the station, should be 
maintained at Ambriz, for the preservation of our rights in that quarter, independently 
altogether of the arrangement provisionally adopted by the Viscount d'Athoguia for the 
continuance of foreign intercourse "with the territory in question, until a tinal under­
standing re~pecting it can be effected. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. P AKENHAM. 

Inclosure in No. 21. 

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d'Athoguia. 

Sir, Lisbon, September 19, lR55. 
ON the eve of bringing to a close my official intercourse with His lI{ost Faithful 

Majesty's Government, I am commanded to direct your Excellency'S most serious 
attention to the state of things now existing on the West Ooast of Africa in conse­
quence of the extraordinary step taken by the Governor-General of Angola of sending 
an expedition to Ambriz for the purpose of occupying that place, with the avowed 
intention of annexing it to the dominions of the Orown of Portugal, all which the 
Governor-General declares to have been done in fulfilment of orders from His Most 
l<'aithful Majesty's Government at Lisbon. 

In an official note addressed to your Excellency on the 8th of this month by 
Mr. Ward, Her Majesty's Oharge d'Affaires, the view taken by Her Majesty's Govern­
ment of these intended proceedings on the part of the Governor-General was fully 
explained. Subsequent intelligence from the coast of Africa has informcd ITer 
Majesty's Government of the unpleasant fact that the expeclition alluded to in 
Mr. Ward's note of the 8th September had actually been carried into effect, and the 
town of Ambriz been occupied by a Portuguese force, on which occasion, as might 
"\Tell have been expected, a great deal of confusion took place, and acts of violence 
were committed to the terror of Her Majesty's subjects established at Ambriz, and 
attended with the destruction of a considerable amount of property. 

I need not to point out to your Excellency the disagreeable consequences to which 
events of this kind are likely to give rise in the relations between the two countries. 
Her Majesty's Government have repeatedly warned the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty that England does not acknowledge the right of Portugal to 
dominion over that part of the coast of Africa lying between 5° 2' south latitucle 
and 8° south latitude, and that she must maintain her right to unrestricted intercourse 
with that part of the African coast. This determination on the part of England was 
clearly and fully expressed in the Earl of Olarendon's note to the Oount de Lavradio 
dated 26th November, 1853.* 

It is, then, with the deepest concern that Her Majesty's Government have heard of 
acts on the part of the authorities of the Portuguese Province of Angola, undertaken, 
moreover, in consequence of express orders from His Most Faithful Majesty's Govern­
ment, tending to disturb the hitherto-existing state of things in that part of the 
world, and to bring the question of dominion, which had remained so long in abeyance, 
to a summary solution. 

Such an unfrienclly course of proceeding on the part of the Portuguese Govern­
ment causes the more regret to Her Majesty's Govel'llment because they thus feel 

.. See Sii,,"e Trade Papers presented to Parliament, lo5~, Class B, p. -1S0. 
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themselves compelled, at the moment of the King's accession to the throne, to take 
measures for the protection of British interests and property against Portuguese 
encroachment. 

Her Majesty's Government have already caused me?,sures to be taken i:r;t fulfilment 
of this urgent duty, and the Portuguese Government wIll alone be responsIble for the 
consequences which may ensue. 

Under these circumstances, I am directed to express to your Excellency the 
earnest hope that His Most Faithful Majesty's Government will, by the Vlrithdrawal of 
the PortuO'uese force from Ambriz, prevent any disturbance of the amicable relations 

b . 
between the two countrIes. 

.I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. P AKENHAM. 

No. 22. 

Mr. Ward to the Earl of Clarendon.-(Received October 14.) 

My Lord, Lisbon, October 8, 1855. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a note from the Viscount d' Athoguia, in 

which his Excellency has replied to :(ily note of the 8th ultimo, representing the 
sentiments of Her Majesty's Government with regard to the recent occupation of 
Ambriz by a Portuguese force. 

The arguments brought forward in this paper to justify this proceeding on the part 
of His Most Faithful Majesty's Government are drawn frolll the alleged rights of 
Portugal to the dominion of the territories of Cabinda and Molembo, the greater 
advantages . which will result to foreign trade from the occupation of that part of the 
coast by a civilized Power, and the more effectual means aff01'ded by thn,t occupation 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

In support of the alleged rights of Portugal to the territory which has now be~n 
occupied by the orders of the Governor of Angola, the Viscount d' Athoguia relies upon 
the acknowledgment of those rights by the French and Spanish Governments in the 
year 1786, as proved by a Convention entered into between France and Portugal, under 
the mediation of Spain, as well as upon the implied admission by Her Britannic 
Majesty's Government of the validity of the claims of Portugal ,to the territory between. 
the limits of 5° 12' and 8° south latitude inferred from the stipulwtions of the 
Treaties and Conventions concluded between the two Governments in the years 1810, 
l815, and 1817. 

His Excellency draws another inference as to the assent of Great Britain to the 
pretensions of his Government from the circumstance that not only was there n(} 
protest or counter-representation against the declarations contained in the 2nd Article 
of the Constitutional Charter of the Portuguese Monarchy as to the dominions of the 
Portuguese Crown, among which the territories of Cabinda and Molembo are expressly 
mentioned; but the British Government was actively and successfully engaged in 
procuring the publication and establishment of that Constitution. And when a new 
Constitution was in the year 1837 substituted fbr that Charter, with a similar enumera­
tion of the territories subject to the Portuguese Crown, the British Government made 
no representation in respect thereof. 

In 1839 also, in the negotiations for a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, a?- Article was introduced containing the same expressions as those of the 
ConventIOn of 1817, without any observation on the part of the British negot.iator. 

In referring to the note which your Lordship addressed to the Conde de Lavradio 
on the 26th November, 1853, and to the observation that the Portuguese rights to tb at 
part of the coast had been suffered to lapse for want of acts of occupation, the Minister 
of l<'oreign A!'fairs cites several transactions, which he presumes may not be generally 
known, ~howmg that Portugal has, at various periods, exercised acts of sovereignty, 
and receIve~ the submission and homage of the Chiefs on that part of the coast . 

. T~e. VIscount d' Athoguia proceeds to examine the validity of the grounds on 
whICh It IS declared that Great Britain cannot consent to the occupation of Ambriz by 
the Portuguese forces. 
. ~ith respect to the injury which might result to British trade from this; occupa­

tIOn, hIS Excellency shows that the present commercial relations of foreign countries 
with Ambriz are anything but unrestricted, enumerating the arbitrary amount of duties 
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and presents exacted by the native Chiefs, the restrictions imposed on the residencc ~nd 
trade of foreigners, and the insecurity of their persons and property, and contra~tI.ng 
this stnte of things with tha,t which will be established when the Portuguese dommIOn 
is firmly established there. . 

'l'ile advantaO'e to be derived from this measure in the more effectual snppressIOn 
of the Slave Trade is likewise insisted on, inasmuch as it is proved by the official 
communications of Eritish officers that the operations of the slavc-dealers ha,:e bcen 
canied on at, and in the neighbourhood of, Ambriz, with the connivance and aSsistance 
even of Englishmen, whereas if Portuguese so\rereignty is establish~d .at . th.at place 
the Portuguese authorities will be enabled to cxercise a direct JUl'lsdlctIOn over 
offenders, and to drive them from that place, putting an entire stop to the Traffic there, 
as his Excellency affirms that they ha,ve donc at other points under the undisputed 
dominion of the Portuguese Crown. 

In answer to the observation that the mode of proceeding adopted by His :Most 
Faithful Majesty's Government in planning an 1 carrying out the expedition designed to 
effect the occupation of Ambriz was very unsatisfactory to Her Majesty's Govcrnment, 
the Viscount d' Athoguia demurs to the justice of that compla,int, since, on the assump­
tion of the Portuguese title being indisputable, an assumption which his Excellency 
considers as proved, the Portuguese Cabinet could not enter into any engagement with 
the 'British Government or any other foreign Power derogatory to the rights of the 
Portuguese Crown over that province. 

liis Excellency proceeds to infer from your Lordship'S observation of Portugal 
having suffered her rights to lapse, that such rights would revive on actual occupation, 
and avers that if the British Government dispute the right of actual occupation by 
Portugal without their previous assent, such a pretension would be in opposition to 
the established practice of the Maritime Powers with regard to the occupation of 
countries inhabited by savages, referring to the examples of American, French, and 
English Settlements on the coast of Africa itself in proof of that practice. 

The principle advanced by Great Britain in justification of the occupation of the 
Falkland Islands, and the expulsion of a Buenos Ayrean force established there, 
namely, the right of prior discovery, is appealed to as equally operative in behalf of 
Portugal with reference to Ambriz; while in the latter case the right is represented as 
strengthened by the solemn act of homage and submission done by the Marquis of 
Mossoul to the Portuguese Crown in the year 1792. 

The Viscount d' Athoguia concludes by expressing his confident expectation that 
the circumstances alleged by his Excellency, and the reasoning founded thereon, will 
convince Her Majesty's Government, first, that His Most Faithful Majesty's Govern­
ment are ju~tified in the occupation of the port of Ambriz; and secondly, that the 
measure of opening Ambriz as a free port to the trade of all nations for one year, and 
the protection afforded to the merchants established there, ought to be considered 
satisfactory by Her Majesty's Government as provisional measures, while such 
measures as may be definitively adopted for the future government of the Settlement 
will be equally satisfactory; and thirdly, that the Portuguese Government in directing 
this occupation has done nothing that deserves to be considered unsatisfactory by the 
British Government. 

His Excellency hopes, therefore, that Her Majesty's Government will, after a 
mature examination of his representations, do full justice to the intentions and the 
prcceeding of the Portuguese Government. 

In acknowledging the receipt of this note, I do not propose to do more than 
acquaint the Viscount d' A thoguia that I have transmitted a copy of it to your Lord­
shilJ for the consideration of Bel' Majesty's Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM R. WARD. 

Inclosure in No. 22. 

Viscount d' Athoguia to Mr. Ward. 

(Translation.) Lisbon, October 3, 1855. 
'l'il.E Undersigned, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has the 

honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which Mr. Ward, Her Britannic 
!I[ajesty's Charge d'Affaires at this Court, communicated to him on the 8th September 
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last, in which note, referring to the occupation of the port of Ambriz by a Portuguese 
force, he declares by directions from his Government- . 

1. That they do not recognize the sovereignty of the Orown of Portugal on the 
African coast situated between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude. 

2. That they cannot consent to any occupation of Ambriz. 
3. That the mode of proceeding of His Most Faithful Majesty's Government in 

order to carry into effect such an occupation was anything but satisfactory, observing 
that Her Britannic Majesty's Minister had more than once spoken upon this subject 
to the Undersigned, so that His Most Faithful Majesty's Government, at the moment 
of dispatching the frigate "D. Fernando," was well acquainted with the strong 
objections of the BritIsb Government to the intended measure, while the frank com­
munications held on other occasions led them to hope that there was no design to 
take possession of that part of the West Ooast of Africa without previously showing to 
Her Bribmnic Majesty's Government the necessity and urgency of such an occupation; 
and likewise that every assurance would be given for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade and the continuance of the unlimited commerce enjoyed up to the present 
moment by the subjects of Her Britannic M:1jesty in the territories over which His 
Most Faithful Majesty thought he had a right to extend his dominion. 

Mr. Ward then takes the liberty of referring to the note which ,Sir Richard 
Pakenham communicated to the Undersigned on the 17th April last relative to the 
intentions of the Governor ad interim of Angola to send a force to Molembo for the 
purpose of establishing Portuguese authority at that spot, and observes, in conclusion, 
that this note expresses the sentiments and determination of Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government with reference to any attempt on the part of Portugal to strengthen her 
pretensious over that portion of the coast, and will prove how little disposed they are 
to assent to measures such as they now know to have taken place without their 
cognizance or consent. 

In answer, the Undersigned has the honour to mak9 the following obser­
vations :-

With regard to the assertion that the British Government does not recognize the 
sovereignty of the Orown of Portugal over that portion of the coast of Western Africa 
which lies between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude-

That the Treaties made by Portugal with foreign Powers which treat of this part 
of the coast are: 

A Oonvention signed at Madrid on the 30thJ anuary, 1786,* by the Ambassadors 
of Portugal and France, in which the Ambassador of France declares, in the name of 
the King his Master, that the expedition of M. de WIarigny to Oabinda was not 
undertaken with the intention of disturbing, weakening, or diminishing those rights 
of sovereignty which Her Most Faithful Majesty laid claim to over the coast of 
Oabinda as part of the KingdQm of Angola, and that consequently orders would be 
sent to their Governors of tile islands, their naval officers, and their other subjects, 
that they should not directly or indirectly disturb, impede, or obstruct those rights of 
sovereignty, either by acting on the natives of the country or in any other way. And 
as Spain was the Mediating Power in this Oonvention, it is clear that both those 
Powers recognized the rights of Portugal over that coast; 

The Treaties and Oonvention celebrated with England in 1810, 1815, and 1817. 
Art.icle II of this last Oonvention says as follows :-

"Os territorios nos quaes, segundo 0 

Tratado de 22 de Janeiro de 1815, 0 

commercio dos negros fica sendo licito 
para os vassal os de Sua Ma,gestade 
Fidelissima sao :-

"1. Os territorios que a Coroa de 
Portugal possue na Oosta d' Africa ao suI 
do Equador. . . . . 

" 2. Os territorios da Oosta d' Africa ao 
suI do Equador, sobre os quaes Sua 
Ma!.('e~ tade Fiuelissima declarou reservar 
os sVeus direitos, a saber: 0S territorios de 
Molemuo e Oabinda na Oosta Occidental 
d' Africa, desdc 0 5° 12' ate 0 8° de latitude 
mcridio nal. " 

"The territories in which the Traffic in 
Slaves continues to be permitted, under 
the Treaty of the 22nd January, 1815, 
to the subj ects of His Most .Paithful 
Majesty are the following :-

"1. The territories possessed hy the 
Orown of Portugal upon the coast of Africa 
to the south of the E quator . .... 

"2, Those territories on the coast of 
Africa, to the south of the Equator, over 
which His Most Faithful Majesty has 
declared he has retained his rights, 
namely, the territories of Molembo and 
Oabincla upon the Western Coast of 
Africa from 5° 12' to 8° south latitude." 

* See Koch's" Recueil de Traite.," vol. ii . p. 492. 
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In order to be able to judge with certainty what the object of the Portugu~se 
Government was in making this declamtion, which was acccpted by the Enghsh 
Government, and what the consequences which, na.tUl'aHy and logically, may 
be deducted from the same declaration, and its acceptation, it is necessary to examinc 
what is the signification in the English language of the verb "to rctain," and in the 
Portuguese language of the verb" reservar." 

On opening the Dictionary of Webster we find "to retain" to bc equivalcnt to 
"to hold or keep in possession," "not to lose" or pa.rt with, "to keep back," derivcd 
from the Latin word" retineo," and which corresponds to the French word" retenir," 
to the Italian" retinere," and to the Spanish" retener." 

The same verb is translated in Portuguese, according to the Dictionary of Vieira, 
in the following manner: "Retcr,"" guardnr," "conservar," "preservar," "reservar," 
something which already belongs to the person who retains it. 

And mark well that in the Portuguese text of the Convention or 1817 the verb 
"to retain" is translated by the verb" reservar," and that the phrases "to hold or 
keep in possession" and" not to lose or part with" correspond exactly to " reserva.r 
uma couza que pertencia ja a quem a reserva." 

N ow, when one party in a deed declares in a public instrument that he retains his 
rights 0\7er a certain determined thing, and that the other party thereto not only does 
not contest this rigllt but signs the said instrument, it is evident that the latter 
recognizes the right which the first declares to belong to him; and it is like\rise 
certain that in justice one cannot contest, after a lapse of thirty years from the datc of 
the same instrument, what is therein stipulated, since, were such a doctrine admitted, 
no stipulation whatever would be considered as secure, because thc more powerful 
Contmcting Party would always find the means of giving to their most solemn acts 
that interpretation which it might find most convenient to its own intercsts. 

Moreover, this declaration-this reservation-which is stipulated in three suc­
cessive Treaties celebrated in the space of seven years, must certainly havc some 
signification for the Contracting Parties, otherwise it would be a useless thing, and as 
such unfit to be inserted among Treaties, and this signification is found in the words 
employed in the Convention of 1817, which are the verb" reservar" in the Portuguese 
text and the verb" to retain" in the English text. 

And thus it is evident that the ancient right was not conferred by the Convention, 
but simply recorded as a right in the sense of "de reter," "de 1'eservar," "de nao 
perder," " not to lose or part with," which England in the Convention itself acknow­
ledged that the Crown of Portugal had to that portion of thc African coa.st, and this 
stipulation, from the fact of its having been made, excluded any pretensions to that 
same coast which England might henceforth bring forward. 

The Portuguese Government never for a moment doubted but that this was the 
light in which the British Government understood that stipulation; and this was 
corroborated by certain facts which, examined with impartiality, cannot leave a doubt 
but that such was the original interpretation. 

On the 29th April, 1826, the King of Portugal, Dom Pedro IV, decreed the 
Constitutional Charter of the Portuguese Monarchy. In Article 2, in which the 
provinces and territories which form part of the Portuguese Monarchy are described, 
i~ says as follows: -

..... "The Kingdom of Portugal and the Algarves comprehends: (1) in 
Europe, &c ........ (2) in South Africa, ....... Angola, Benguela, and its 
dependencies Cabiuda and Molembo." 

Sir Charles Stewart was then the British Ambassador at Rio de Janeiro, and it 
was he who was the official bearer of the Constitutional Charter to the Reg'ency 
which then governed Portugal, and was instrumental in the publication of the said 
Constitutional Charter. 

The oath being taken over the whole kingdom, there followcel an insurrection of 
a portion of the milita.ry force against that same Charter, an insurrection abetted by 
the Spanish Government. It was then that the English Government, presided over 
by Mr. Canning, sent a fine division of British troops to support the new order of 
things. 

Later the Infante Don Miguel usurped the Portuguese Crown. Civil war 
followed; and in the Island of Terceira the rights of Her Majesty Donna Maria II 
were always upheld as well as the regimen of the Constitutional Charter . 

In 1832 His Majesty Dom Pedro, Duke of Braganza, landed in Portugal with 
an expedition, and in 1834 the same Charter was firmly established in the whole 
Monarchy. 
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The whole time the last struggle continued the British Government always 
showed thejr sympathies for .t~e Oo?-stituti~nal cau~e. Of this Government Lord 
P almerston formed a part as Mmlster for ForeIgn AffaIrs. 

N ow, it is well to note that in this Oonstitution it was declared that Oabinda and 
Molembo formed an integral portion of the Portuguese Monarchy, and neither the 
Amhassador, Sir Oharles Stewart, nor Mr. Oanning, nor Lorcl Palmerston, made the 
slightest protest against it. 

Hence it follows that they did not find in these provisions of the Oonstitutional 
Oharter anything which militated against the stipUlation of Article II of the Oonven­
tion of 1817. 

I n 1837 and beginning of 1838 the Oortes of 'the Portuguese nation discussed the 
basis of a new Oonstitution, in which was inserted, verbatim, the arrangement to be 
found in the Oonstitutional Oharter relative to Molembo and Oabinda. 

N or in this instance was there, on the part of England, the slightest reclamation. 
In 1839 there was discussed, and almost concluded, a Treaty for the suppression 

of the Traffic in Slaves, the negotiators being the British Minister in Lisbon, Lord 
Howard de W alden, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Viscount Sa de Bandeira. 

In one of the Articles of this Treaty, the Minute of which exists in the archives 
of the Portuguese Government, Portugal made the same reservation which is to be 
found in the Oonvention of 1817 relative to the West€rn Ooast of Africa situated 
between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude. . 

'l'his is a confirmation of the way in which the British Government and its 
Minister in Lisbon understood the reservation made by Portugal of her rights over 
that portion of the coast. 

It was only on the 30th November, 1846, that the Oharge d'Affaires in Lisbon, 
Mr. Southern, by order of Lord Palmerston, presented to the Portuguese Government 
a new interpretation of that Oonvention, declaring that the British Government did 
not recognize the rights of the Orown of Portugal to the above-mentioned coast, and 
upheld for British subj ects "uma COll1IDUuicLl<;:ao nao restringida" (an unrestricted 
intercourse) with that same coast.. Thus more thut nine-and-twenty years had passed 
since 1817 , and during that whole period the two Oontracting Parties had noted no 
discrepancy with regard to the interpretation in question. 

':l'his is the place t o examine that portion of the note which Lord Olarendon 
addressed to Count Lavradio on the 26th November, 1853, in which his Lordship 
observes, referring to that portion of the W est African coast comprised between 5° 12' 
and 8° south latitude, "that the rights which Portugal had acquired by priority of 
discovery had been long since' caducado ' (suffered to lapse) in consequence of the 
Portuguese Government having ceased to occupy the countries thus discovered." 

As the colonial history of Portugal relative to that part of' Africa is but little 
known, owing to the few books which make mention of' it, it is not to be wondered at 
that Lord Clarendon should be ignorant of the existence of facts contrary to his 
assertion, which more than prove that Portugal never allowed her right over that 
portion of the African coast to lapse ; and in order to demonstrate this, it is sufficient 
to . indicate that , in the year 1783, a fort was built in the port of Cabinda; 
that, in 1786, a Convention was celebrated in Madrid between Portugal and 
France, under the mediation of Spain, relative to the rights of sovereignty of the 
Portuguese Crown to that coast; that in 1790 and 1791 the King (" Regulo") called 
Marquez do Mossulo was chastised, and a fort constructed on the margin of the l~iver 
Logi, a short distance from the port of Ambriz ; and that, on the 25th April, 1792, in 
the city of Loanda, was drawn up an Act of Vassalage to Her Most Faithful Majesty 
of the Marquez do lVlossulo, Sobas and Macotas, his dependants, who for that purpose 
~ycnt to the said city; that in the 1'reaties celebrated between Portugal and England 
III 18~O, 1815, and 1817 reservation was made of the rights of Portugal to that coast ; 
that III 1838 the Portuguese Government ordered the occupation of Ambriz and other 
ports of tile setme coast ; that in 1839 the Governor of Angola received tribute fi'om 
various petty Kings of that coast; and that, in t he same year, the Governments of 
Englal1l1 nncl.l'ortugal being engaged in drawing up a Treaty for the suppression of 
the 'l'rallic III Slaves, the Portuguese Government did not forget to insist on the 
in ertion of a reservation of their rights to that same coast, as made in anterior 
Treaties. 

These rc~erences are, without doubt, suffLcient to demonstrate that Portugal never 
s~lffel'ed her rIght over that part of the African coast to lapse which, by priority of' 
chsco\-ery, belonged to her, as Lord Ularenclon supposed was the case. 

,Vith regard to the second point of the note, namely, that the British Govern-
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ment cannot consent to any occupation of Ambriz, the Undersigned has the honour 
to observe that, in saying that such and such a party does not con.sent to such and 
such a thina' or that, being a fait accompli, that thing, whatever It may be, should 
continue to ~~st, it is necessary that the party who says so should have just motives, 
otherwise it is the mere manifestation of hIS will. 

This second hypothesis is beyond the province of discussion, the first has therefore 
only to be dealt with. . 

The motives which England may think as just for not consenting to the 
occupation of that port appear to have ~"eference to three eventualities :-

l. An at.tack on the rights of so,ereignty which Great Britain considers she 
possesses over the territorieS' of Ambriz. 

2. Prejudices which might result from the Portuguese occupation to the iuterests 
of English subjects established there. 

3. Facilities for the increase of the Slave Trade which has always been carried on 
at tbat port. 

With rea'ard to the first point, England up to the present day has claimed no right 
of sovereignty over that territory, nor could she do so, considcring the Trcaties 
celebrated with Portugal in 1810, 1815, and 1817. 

With regard to the second point, the English Government have declared to His 
Majesty's Government that they intend to keep up "uma communica<;ao livre c nao 
restringida" (a free and unrestricted intercourse) between their subjects and that part 

. of the coast. 
It is necessary, then, to examine what is the present state of the relations of 

English merchants and other Europeans and Americans at the port of Ambriz, 
what are the measures adopted by the Portuguese authorities at the moment of 
occupation, and what those which for the future must regulate this business. 

The merchants who trade with the port of Ambriz have up to the prcsent moment 
been subject to various charges and burdens, and among others the following :-

1. 'rhey have been obliged to make presents to the petty Kings and negro 
Chiefs of the country, the amount of which depended on the caprice of those said 
Kings. 

2. To pay duties called there "costumes" for every vessel which discharged 
merchandize at that port, and these" costumes" depend likewise on the caprice of the 
Chiefs. 

3. They paid to these Kings cxtraordir:ary presents, according as there might be 
a pretext, one of the most frequent being the entry of vessels of war in thc port of 
Ambriz . 

4. They were not allowed by the Chiefs to construct any other dwellings but huts 
of planks or of straw and matting. 

5. They suffered robberies very often at the instigation of the Chiefs, as but lately 
occurred. 

6. They were subjected sometimes to bodily violence and other vexations of 
different kinds. 

7. They were obliged to employ the petty Kings of the country or their depen­
dents in their transactions of buying and selling with the negroes of the interior, no 
direct intercourse with them being allowed. 

This state of things is certlLinly not what in ordinary language can be styled 
"communicayao nao restringida" (unrestricted intercourse), and therefore it never 
could have existed in the port of Ambriz. 

The Governor of Angola, on the occasion of the occupation of Ambriz, offered a 
military force to the foreign merchants, English as well as others, to protect their 
factories against the attacks of the negroes, and their attempts to fire them, which 
actually occurred to some of the J:>ortuguese factories; these merchants accepted the 
offer of the Governor, whQ published a " POl"taria," dated the 26th of last May, to be 
found in the inclosed Official Bulletin of Angola of the 2nd June, in which the 
following occurs: -

" Article 1. The port of Ambriz is to be considered as a free port for the foreign 
commerce of all n:l.tions for one year, to commence from the 16th May of the present 
year, 1855. During this specified year the merchandize imported and exported in 
foreign ships will not pay duties of any kind, nor will the foreign ships who transport 
this mcrchandize be subject to any impositions whatever." 

Consequently, it was after the occupa~ion by the Portuguese Government of that 
port that the commercial communications bec~me free and ulll'estricted, and certainly 
not before. 
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As to the future conduct of the Portuguese Government in this respect there 
can be no matter of doubt, since it is certain that all the Portuguese colonial ports 
have been within the last years open to foreign commerce. Ambriz will therefore be 
accessible to the fiaa's of all nations without exception, merchants and their property 
will be free of all the vexations from which they have !mffered up to the present, and 
can construct houses, cultivate lands, and do whatever else is permitted among 
civilized people. 

The result will be security of persons and property at Ambriz, and a considerable 
increase of merchants and merchandize, transactions will multiply, and with them the 
interests of foreign and Portuguese merchants. The interests of British subjects at 
Ambriz will derive profit from the Portuguese occupation in proportion to the capital 
they employ, and thus will be effectually established for the benefit of English and all 
other traders that free and unrestricted commerce which the British Government 
desires, but which never certainly existed. 

With regard to the third point, it is to be observed that in order to judge of the 
influence which the Portuguese occupation may have on the increase or diminution of 
the Slave 'l'rade, it is important to examine previously what has been latterly the 
state of things at that port with relation to this Traffic. 

Since the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, which abolished the Slave Trade in 
all the Portuguese Colonies, began to be put into execution, the traders of different 
nations who bought slaves in Angola avoided having any transactions with the ports of 
the nation, and Ambriz became one of the principal slave-markets. 

The Commander of the British naval station on the West Coast of Africa 
informed, on the 23rd August, 1843, the Provisional Government of Angola that, whilst 
at Ambriz, he had received exact information that there were three or four barracoons 
full of slaves situated about 5 or 6 miles from the bay in the interior, waiting to be 
embarked on ships, and he said that Reveral Portuguese from Loanda resided there who 
bought slaves, and that the slave-traders had abandoned the immediate territory of 
Angola and removed to its vicinity. 

This information of the Commander of the naval station proves two things : first, 
that the Traffic was actively carried on and had increased at Ambriz, where there was 
no Portuguese authority; secondly, that it had diminished in the territory subject to 
the immediate action of Portuguese authority. 

In 1848 the Commander of the Portuguese naval station of Angola, at the request 
of the British Commodore on the same station, came to Ambriz, where he disembarked 
and burned several banacoons, in which were found collars and other objects used in 
the Slave Trade; one of them situated 2 miles from Ambriz, where he found slaves in 
chains, and further in the interior there were other barracoons, which were destroyed. 

In a printed letter addressed to Lord Palmers ton on the 17th January, 1853, by 
Captain Wilmot, of the Royal Navy, who then commanded the British cruizers on the 
South Coast of Africa, this officer, speaking of the traders established at the ports of 
that coast, makes the following observations :-

"These are the men who indirectly support the Slave Trade. The American, as 
well as the Englishman, supplies the articles which the negro Chief requires when he 
sells his slaves j and although at Ambriz and other places tbe trade in ivory, &c., is 
great, yet still it cannot be denied that the white man established in this country is in 
favour of the Traffic, and does not dare to open his mouth, even if the slaves are 
embarked under his very eyes, for, in reality, the more active the Slave Trade is, the 
more he gains by it, as the money given in exchange for slaves returns again to the 
factory in exchange for goods of all kinds." 

He says also that under the American flag the Slave Trade is extensively carried 
on on that coast. 

~ikewise, at that period, according to an official communication forwarded to the 
A~mll'alty by the Commander of the British naval station on the 1st April, 1853, there 
eXIsted at Ambriz an English subject, agent of a commercial house of Liverpool which 
possessed 8: ship said to have been employed in the transport of part of a cargo of 600 
slaves receIved on board the" Silenus " at that port. 

In 1845 a Portuguese cruizer had captured in the port of Ambriz an English briO' 
" Lady Sale," suspected of being employed in the Slave Trade, which was condemned 
by the Mixed Commission of Loanda. 

In April1~54 Her Britannic Majesty's Minister in Lisbon sent to the Portuguese 
Government a list of names of individuals engaged in the Slave Trade, indicating the 
places where they carried on their transactions, and one of these was the port of 
Ambriz. 

[582] G 
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And latterly the Governor-General of Angola" on the occasion of occ.upying that 
port, found there barracoons and a considerable number of slaves destmed for em­
barkation who in t.he condit.ion of f-reed men were sent t.o Loanda,. 

Fro~ such informat.ion-t.he major part gi,en by British functi~nDries-it results 
that the Slave Trade, shackled by t.he aut.horities at Angola, was earned on at theyort. 
of Ambriz and ot.her points on the north coast; that it was carried on veryexten Ively 
at Ambriz· that EnO'lish traders and others esb blished there fa,oured the Traffic 
because th~y made co~siderable gains in proportion to the developmen.t of th~t said 
Traffic; that some of these traders helped to carry it on, directly employmg thmr own 
vessels; and that the American flag covered such transactions. 

It results, then, from all this that whilst this state of things t>rior to the Portuguese 
occupation existed there were no means of putting a stop to or of impeding the Traffic, 
because the cruizers of the two nations could only occasionally station there, and they 
are not allowed to search ships under the American flag. . . 

Considering the circumstances, the Portuguese Government entertam the COnVl?­
tion that one of the most efficacious means of preventing the Slave 'l):ade at AmbrIZ 
consists in establishing there responsible authorities, accompanied hy a certain police 
force (" forya policial "). . 

The advantages of this system arise from the fact that the authorities, havmg 
acquired a knowledge of the country from continued residence in it, can prevent the 
traders from keeping dep6ts of slaves, even in places situated at a considerable distance 
from the coast, and can prevent the vessels in the harbour from receiving cargoes of slaves, 
since as local authorities it belongs to them to superintend what goes on in the port, 
and, consequently, to visit all the vessels, whatever may be the flag under which they 
sail, and even to capture them should they come under the provisions of thc Decree of 
the 10th December, 1836, which could not be done to American and other slaves. 

Thus these authorities, protecting in every way lawful commerce, will be a great 
obstacle to the Slave Trade. 

It is evident, then, that the occupation of Ambriz by the Portuguese authorities 
ought to become one of the most efficacious means for putting an end to the Slave 
Trade. Hence, it follows that if Portugal should abandon that port the Traffic will 
receive a new impulse, and the traders who have factories there, English as well as 
others, will derive from this Traffic new gains. 

These, then, are the persons most interested in not seeing a Portuguese force 
established there. 

Perhaps they may complain that their trade may suffer from such an occupation, 
and probably they may tell the truth with regard to gains derived from the Slave 
Trade, but these complaints ought not to deserve more attention than if a slave-dealer 
were to complain that he was not allowed to ship a cargo of slaves on board his own ship 
prepared for that purpose in the port. 

In the above-mentioned note Mr. Ward observes that Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government consider the proceedings of the Portuguese Government in this affair as 
anything but satisfactory. 

On a calm examination of what has passed on this business, His Majesty's 
Government can see nothing which can or ought to be considered as unsatisfactory by 
the British Government. 

In order to see how far there is justice in that complaint, the Undersigned 
considers it his duty to recapitulate all that has gone before. 

The Portuguese Government always upheld its rights to the West Coast of Africa 
comprised between 5° and 8° south latitude. And the British Government did 
not deny this right except at the end of 1846, giving a new interpretation to the 
stipulations of the Treaties. But Portugal never consented to this, and maintained 
her ancient right. And as the Contracting Parties did not dissent from this inter­
pretation for thirty years, the whole affair should have been regulated accordingly, 
for one of the Parties has no right to give to Treaty stipulations the meaning it 
pleases. Consequently, the other party is not obliged to accept it. 

Molembo, Cabinda, and the other territories on that coast forming then part of 
the Portuguese Monarchy, as expressly mentioned in the Portuguese Constitutional 
Charter, the Government of His Majesty cannot promise to the British Government, 
or to any other Government, to abstain from exercising in those territories the rights 
which belong to the Portuguese Crown. 

In his note Mr. VIT ard calls the attention of His Majesty's Government to the 
contents of the note which Sir Richard Pakenbam addressed to the Undersigned on 
the 17th April of this ye.ar relative to the occupation of Molembo, which tbe Governor .. 
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General of Angola had announced to the Commodore of the Brit1sh squadron in those 
seas as about to be carried into effect, and against which occupation the Commodore 
had protested. 

In, that note Her Britannic Majesty's Minister says that his Government approved 
the conduct of the Commodore; that they repeated the declaration that the rights of 
unrestricted intercourse with that part of the African coast situated between 5° 12' 
and 8° south latitude must be maintained, and hoped that the Portuguese Government 
would send immediate instructions to the Governor-General of Angola, directing him 
not to persist in his intention, and that all danger of misunderstanding between the 
two Governments on this subject may thus be prevented. 

With regard to the declaration relative to unrestricted intercourse with the coast 
of Africa, the answer will be found thereto in this note; and as His Majesty's Govern­
ment did not follow up the project of the Governor-General to occupy at that time 
Molembo, there was no necessity to discuss this point, which is, moreover, likewise 
examined in this note. 

His Majesty's Government are not obliged to consult the British Government 
about a right which they have and retain, to occupy territories which are theirs; if 
they did, it would be an indication that they had some doubt respecting those rights. 

The English Government, in saying in 1846, and repeating it afterwards, that they 
did not recognize the right of Portugal to that part of the coast, never claimed for 
themselves any right of jurisdiction over that same ('oast. 

The logical deduction to be made from the argument which Lord Clarendon 
makes use of in his note of the 26th N dvember, 1853, saying that Portugal bad allowed 
the right which she possessed to that portion of coast from priority of discovery to 
lapse because she did not occupy it, is, in the opinion of this Minister of State, that, 
from the moment that Portugal did actually take possession, her ancient right would 
be reassumed, saving always the clause respecting the maintenance of a free and 
unrestricted commerce between British subjects and the natives on that coast. 

If the English Government should contest the right of Portugal to actual occupa­
tion of certain points of the coast to which she reserved her rights, this would be an 
exigency contm!'y to the practice of maritime nations of late years with regard to 
lands inhabited by barbarians. 

On the coast of Africa itself there are numerous examples of this. 
The Americans took possession of an extensive portion of coast situated to the 

north of Cape Palmas, and formed there the Oolonies of Liberia and New Maryland. 
The French built a factory on the margin of the River Oaga Mauro in Guinea, 
between the English and Portuguese Oolonies, and took possession on the coast of 
Mina of the ports of Bassan and Assiure, and of the great port of GaMo on the south 
coast, besides other acquisitions. 

And with regard to the English, besides the vast acquisitions which they have 
made since the Peace of 1815 in different parts of the globe, they occupied in Africa, 
and colonized about twenty years ago, the country of Natal, and in 1848 they increased 
the Oape Oolony beyond its ancient limits, annexing to it vast territories situated~to 
the north of the Orange and Vaal Rivers. 

There can be no doubt that the Americans, as well as the French and the 
English, when they determined to occupy those countries in Africa, although they bad 
not in their favour priority of discovery, did not ask the consent of any foreign 
Government. 

An analogous case will prove that the British Government, in order to be 
consistent with themselves, ought not to impugn the occupation of Ambriz by 
Portugal. 

'1'he Falkland Islands in the Southern Atlantic, having been discovered in the 
sixteenth century by English navigators, were not for all that occupied for more than 
200 years by the English nation; they were so, however, by the Spaniards; in the 
meanwhile, the right of priority of discovery having been alleged by the British 
Gove~·nment,. they took possession of them in 1832, and founded there a Oolony, 
notwlthstandmg that an establishment existed there dependent on the Argentine 
Republic. 

Now, Portugal discovered the port of Ambriz in the fifteenth century, conquered 
the country by force of arms, and occupied it with a fortress at the end of the 
eighteenth century, uniting then those distinctive rights which England considered as 
sufficient in order to take po~session of the Falkland Islands. 

But besides th~s right, Portugal possesses a second, in the King or Ohief of that 
country, the MarqUIS do Mossulo, having gone expressly to the city of Loanda in the 
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year 1792, in order to take oath of fealty, and pay homage as vassal to the Portuguese 
Crown, as proved by the instru~ent copy of which is annexed. . . . 

The Undersigned flatters lllmself that the contents of tlus note WIll prove With 
the fullest evidence to the British Government (1) that the Portuguese GO\'ernment 
having ordered the occupation of the port of Ambriz, proceeded within the limits of 
their rights; (2) that in the act of occupation, the declaration that that port should 
remain open to the commerce of all nations for one year, and the protection given to 
the traders established there, ought to satisfy the desires manifested by the British 
Government, whilst no measures are taken for the future, but which the Undersigned 
is convinced will equally satisfy the British Government; (3) that the Portuguese 
Government, in ordering this occupation, did nothing which ought to be considered as 
unsatisfactory by the British Government. 

His Majesty's Government hope, therefore, that Her Britannic Majesty's 
Ministers, on a calm examination of whnt has been here shown, will give due justice 
to the intentions and proceedings of the l~ortuguese Government. 

The Undersigned thinks it right to add, besides the two documents above 
mentioned, the following :-

1. A pamphlet intituled "Demonstration of the Rights which the Crown of 
Portugal has to the Territories situated on the West Coast of Africa between 5° 12' 
and 8° south latitude, and conseqnently to the Territories of Molembo, Cabinda, and 
Ambriz," by Viscount Santa,rem, whose works on the history of maritime discoveries 
ar() well known and appreciated. 

2. Anthentic copy of a Map of the country of Mossulo, conquered in 1790 and 
1791 by the Portuguese, with an indication of the spot where a fortress was built on 
the margin of the River Loje, at a short distance from the port of Ambriz. 

'fhe Undersigned, &c. (Signed) VISCOUNT D'ATHOGUIA. 

No. 23. 

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon . ..:.....(Received October 16.) 

My Lord, [,ondon, October 15, 1855. 
LATE in the evening immediately preceding my departure from Lisbon I received 

from the Viscount d' Athoguia the note which I have the honour herewith to lay 
before your Lordship, purporting to convey the answer of the Portuguese Government 
to the note which, by your Lordship's orders, I addressed to the Viscount d' Athoguia 
on the 19th September, and of which a copy was transmitted with my despatch of the 
28t.h September. 

The arguments and explanations put forth in this note of the Viscount d' Athoguia 
do not essentially differ from those contained in his Excellency'S note to Mr. Ward, 
a copy of which was inclosed with Mr. Ward's despatch of the 8th October; nor do 
I find anything else in the note particularly worthy of your Lordship's attention, 
except it be the intimation for the first time made on behalf of the Portuguese 
Government of their intention not to effect any alteration in the state of things still 
existing at Ambriz with reference to foreign commerce until after the expiration of a 
year counted from the publication of such an intention in the official Gazette of Lisbon. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. P AKEN H~I\.M. 

Inclosure in No. 23. 

Viscount d'Athoguia to Sir R. Pakenham. 

(Translat.ion.) Palace, October 4, 1855. 
THE Undersigned, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has received 

the note which Sir Richard Pakenham, &c., addressed to him on the 19th day of 
September la~t, in which he states that, his official relations with the Portuguese 
Government being about to close, he is directed to request the Undersigned to give 
his most serious attention to the state of things now existing on the western coast of 
Africa in consequence of the extraordinary step taken by the Governor-General of 
Angola of sending an expedition to Ambriz in order to occupy that point with the 
manifest intention of annexing it to the dominions of the Crown of Portugal, all which 
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had been done, as the said Governor-General stated, in furtherance of orders from the 
Government of His Mosi Faithful Majesty. 

You add that Mr. Ward, Charge d'Affaires of England, in an official communi­
cation to t.he Undersigned of the 8th of the same m0nth of September, had fully 
explained the view which the British Government had taken of the proceedings of the 
Governor-General of Angola. 

You say further that subsequent intelligence has made known to Her Britannic 
Majesty's Government the unpleasant fact that the expedition mentioned in the above 
note of Mr. Ward has actually been carried into effect, and the town of Ambriz 
occupied by a Portuguese force, and on that occasion, as might have been expected, 
O'reat confusion took place, and acts of violence were committed, to the terror of Her 
Britannic Majesty's subjects, a considerable amount of property having been destroyed. 

You observe that it is not necessary to point out to the Undersigned the 
disagreeable consequences which matters of this sort are likely to produce in the 
relations between the two countries; that Her Britannic Majesty's Government have 
frequently warned the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty that England does 
not recognize the right of Portugal to dominion over that part of the coast of Africa 
which lies between 5° 12' and 8° south lattitude, and that she must maintain there her 
right of unrestricted communication; that this determination on the part of England 
was fully expressed in the Earl of Clarendon's note to the Count de Lavradio dated 
the 26th November, 1853; that it is therefore with very great concern that the 
Government of Her Britannic Majesty has received information of the acts of the 
Portuguese authorities of the Province of Angola, done, moreover, in furtherance of 
express orders from the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, tending to disturb 
the state of things hitherto existing in that part of the world, and to bring the 
question of dominion, so long in abeyance, to a summary solution; and that so unfriendly 
a mode of proceeding on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty's Government caused 
the greater regret to Her Britannic Majesty's Government, because it felt itself 
thereby compelled, at the moment of His Majesty the King's accession to the throne, 
to take steps for the protection of British property and interests against Portuguese 
encroachment. 

You end your letter by saying that, under these circumstances, you have orders to 
express to the Undersigned the ardent hope of the British Government that the 
Government of His Most Faithful Majesty will, by the withdrawal of the Portuguese 
force from Ambriz, prevent any disturbance of the amicable relations existing 
between tho two countries. 

The Undersigned, in his note of the 3rd instant to Mr. Ward, has already referred 
to some of the points treated in your communication of the 19th September, and 
therefore he thinks it unnecessary to come again to the same matter. But, in replying 
to the other parts of your note, he has the honour to say that the following are the 
views by which His Majesty's Government has been actuated in ordering the port of 
Ambriz to be occupied:-

1 . To punish the petty Chiefs of the country for the insults offered and the 
robberies committed on Portuguese property, and for the insolence with which they 
have treated the warnings and intimations of the Governor-General of Angola. 

2. To abolish the Slave Trade, which has been carried on through that port on a 
large scale. 

3. To protect and foster lawful commerce. 
4. To exercise the right of sovereignty which the Crown of Portugal possesses 

over that territory. 
The punishment of offences committed by the petty Chiefs would be useful not 

only for Portuguese traders, but also to English traders and others who have suffered 
their insults and robberies, as it happened in the month of November 1849, when the 
negroe~ of Ambriz burned t,,·o barracoons with the goods _contained in them belonging 
to a Liverpool house, whose loss, as the British Consul in Lisbon stated to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in February 1850, was calculated at 10,OOOl.; and as it was also the 
case in the mo~th of March of the present year, the Chief taking away from the factors 
the servants mth whom they were content, and compelling them to take others whom 
they had no confidence in, the result of which act was, besides other excesses that 
ninety-nin.e barr~ls of. powder were stolen from one English factory. ' 

. To brmg thIS ChIef to reason, the Commandant of the Portuguese naval station, 
WIth the Commander of the American sloop "Dale," and the Commander of the 
English brig" Linnet," went to speak with him and admonish him, but without any 
sa.tisfactol'Y result. 
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All this appears from a. letter of the Oommandant of tl~e Port~lgl~es~ naval 
station of the 20th I1IaTch last, in which he statcs the necessIty of mfhctmg an 
exemplary punishment upon the Ohief for those and other outrages and robberies 
which he had recently committed. 

Other warnings "ere given to the same Ohief by the Goycl'l1or-General of Angola 
without any effect, things reaching such a pitch that some offi.ccrs of the ~ortl:guesc 
navy were insulted who were going officia.lly to the place of 1'0 Idcnce o~ Hns Ohlef. 

Besides these, the Ohief had committed many other offences ag:llnst the Portu­
guese subjects who reside in Ambriz, and the house of one of them was destroyed not 
long ago under the pretest that it was a fortress. 

The extinction of the Slave Trade in Ambriz, which for some years past has been 
one of the greatest ma.l'Kets of slayes in liVest Africa, is an object of the greatest 
impoTtance fOT the prosperity of the Province of Angob, beca.use that market fost.ers 
there the not extinct inclination for the '1'mde, and so far draws away the attentIOn 
and the capital of traders, who else would employ it in lawful tra.nsa.ctions. 

N ow, the Portuguese and English cruizers cannot put an end to the Traffic in 
Ambriz, beca.use it is carried on there in ships which, until the convenient moment, 
are under the American flag. And, moreover, all the European and American 
residents in that port are interested in the Traffic being carried on there on the largest 
scale possible, or rather, to speak with accuracy, they all favour and facilitate it, as it 
is proved by the information sent by the British functionaries themselves; and when 
the Portuguese occupation was effected, a considerable number of slaves were found, 
intended for embarkation, whom the Governor-General sent to Loancla in thc condition 
of "libertos." 

The only means of putting an end to the 'l'rafficin Ambriz is, thel'efore, to 
establish Portuguese authorities there, with the police force required to help them III 

destroying it. 
To restore matters there to the condition in which they were previously to the 

Portuguese occupation would be tantamount to favouring the continuation of the 
Slave Trade, and this without any advantage to the lawful commerce of England. 

As to the value of lawful trade in Ambriz, it cannot be calculated with any 
probability of accuracy for want of data; but if we have recourse to information 
received, we find the following in a letter addressed to the Earl of Clarendon by the 
British Oommissioners of the Mixed Oommission in Loanda, dated the 26th December, 
1853 (Blue Book, "Slave Trade, 1854") :-

" But few British merchants have as yet resorted to Ambriz for legitimate trade, 
and the natives of that place have not, we are told, met with any very liberal 
encouragement to pursue licit commerce of any kind; and it is very much to be feared 
that, whilst the slave-dealers find they can with impunity collect their living cargoes 
in readiness for shipment, aided and shielded as they are by the local Ohiefs, who have 
hitherto resisted all a,ttempts to engage them in a different course, it will be a most 
difficult matter entirely to eradicate the Slave Trade in that quarter, more particularly 
so long a<! there shall remain any flag to shelter their inhuman operations in the 
manner in which that of the United States is now again used." 

This information shows that legitimate trade in Ambriz is unimportant. 
It is seen, from other sources, that at the time when the Portuguese force took 

possession of Ambriz there were eleven factories in the place; of these, six were 
Portuguese, two English, two American, and one French. 

That one of the Portuguese factories was the most important of the whole; after 
it the two Americans united, and then the English ones united. 

The value of the articles of different kinds given as presents to the Chiefs and 
their subordinates for permission to trade was generally estimated to be equivalent to 
5 or 6 per cent. on the value of the goods sold; and when the trade was in slaves, the 
value of these presents rose to 8 or 9 per cent. But this was not all, for when the 
Ohiefs wanted extraordinary presents, and the factors did not give them, they accused 
them of some crime, which they invented, and which they call" cabala," and demanded 
fines for the supposed crimes, and if these were not paid, they met together to the 
number of 100 individuals, and with loud cries and threats of setting fire to the 
factories they got at last what they wanted; and the value of these fines amounted 
sometimes to 200 milreis. 

Moreover, the negroes of the interior, who brought articles to sell to the factors 
of Ambriz, could not do so directly to them. They were compelled to remain in certain 
places distant from the port, and give up the goods to certain negroes subject to the 
Ohief, a kind of brokers, called in the country" linguists," to sell them to the factors. 
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This was the way in which legitimate trade was carried on in Ambriz between 
the Europeans and the natives, and this certainly cannot be termed "free and 
unrestricted intercourse." 

The state of things is now very different there. Trade was declared free from all 
dues for one year; and IIis Majesty's Government, having it in view to give to the 
merchants of all nations who have anything to do with Ambriz time enough to 
proceed accordinO' to their own interests, commanded the Governor-General of Angola 
to publish in the 

0 

Official Bulletin of that province that the term of one year after 
which the importation and exportaEon of goods in the harbour of Ambriz might be 
subject to the payment of some duty should be reckoned only from the day on which 
the Government in Lisbon should cause its new determination to be published in the 
" Diario do Governo." 

The extinction of the Slave Trade and the security of lawful commerce in Ambriz 
are objects of much importance and of great advantage for the cause of humanity and 
civilization, as well as for the interests of Portugal and England; and for this reason 
His Majesty's Government, in taking efficacious means to secure these objects, was 
persuaded that its proceeding would obtain the moral support of the British Govern­
ment. It was therefore with the deepest concern that, by the communications of 
Mr. Ward of the 8th September and of Sir Richard Pakenham of the 19th, it was 
informed that Her Britannic Majesty's Government had not done to its intentions the 
justice which it deserved. It hopes, 1l0wover, on account of what has been stated, that 
this justice will be done to it. 

With regard to what you have stated relative to acts of violence committed on the 
occasion of the occupation of Ambriz by the Portuguese force, the destruction of pro­
perty, and the terror felt by the British subjects residing there; the Undersigned will 
'reply by the following extract from a letter from the Governor-General of Angola, 
addressed to the Minister of Marine and Colonies, dated at Ambriz, the 21st May of 
this year;-

"I landed at Ambriz on the 15th. with the Oommandant of the naval station and 
fifty men. ' 

" The factors wished to flee, from rear of the blacks. I succeeded in tranquillizing 
them. ' 

" The blacks uttered loud cries at a great distance. 
" 16th.-The blacks came to their business as usual, but they showed signs of great 

vexation. ' 
" I wrote to the Chief. 
" 18th.-The blacks appeared in considerable force, and in attitude of war, with 

flags displayed, and uttering loud cries. 
" They kept themselves at a distance; but some of them, without being seen, were 

able to approach towards three houses out of our line and set fire to them; as they were 
all built of dry wood, lined with mats, and covered with straw, it was impossible to put 
out the fire, although we went with armed force to do so, upon which all the force of 
the negroes retired. 

" At night the fire appeared in another factory. 
" The losses by those fires were lessened because the owners had taken precautions 

for the bes~ of them, and the armed force was able to save 11 part of the others. 
"Havmg requeste~ the American and English houses established here not to 

exchange gunpowder WIth the blacks on this occasion, they answered me with a polite 
neg,ative; the person in charge of tbe French house here agreed at once. I requited 
theIr refusal by offering to guard their houses for them by soldiers, in order to hinder 
the blacks from coming to set fire to them by surprise. They accepted it with many 
thanks. 

" '1'he houses burned were Portuguese factories." 

~rom the preceding extract Sir Richard Pakenham will be able to appreciate 
what. IS called the" terror" felt by the British subjects l'flsiding in Ambriz. It being 
certam tha~ the Portuguese expedition landed without opposition, that the Governor­
General offered t~em soldiers to protect t}1eir houses (an offer which they accepted), 
and that ~hey contmued, ~lOtwithstanding the request of the Governor-General, to carry 
on trade m gunpowder WIth the negroes who were in arms ao>ainst the PortuO'uese, it is 
evident, then, that the feeling of terror which the fltct of th: occupation is s~id to have 
produced in the minds of persons accustomed to treat with African negroes could not, 
undel'the circumstances considered, be very considerable. 
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As to what is said in regard to the destruction of property,. this was caused by the 
robel negroes in houses and goods belonging to Portuguese subJocts: . 

You say that the proceedinO' of the PortuO'ucs;) Goycrnment, III cOIDmu,ndlllg thc 
'" '" 1. f f occupation of Ambriz, has a tendency to give a sammary solution to tue ques lOn 0 

dominion, which has so long remained in abeyance. . . 
The Undersigned, in his reply of the 3rd instant to the COID~Ul1lCat~on of 

~ir. 1Yard of the 8th September last, ha,s already shown with the plamest eVIdence 
tlIat the right of Portugal to that part of the coast cannot, on just groun~s, be con­
tested. He will now merely say that if a debate could be raised relatlve to the 
dominion of Ambriz, it could only be between Portugal and the King of Oongo or the 
Ohiefs of the land, and that England could have no part in such discussion, because 
she has not at any time had jurisdiction over that territory. 

To finish the reply to your note the Undersigned has nothing further than ~o 
consider that part of the note in which you say that the British Government regrets It 
is compelled, by the fact of the occupation of Ambriz at the time of the accession of 
His Majesty the King to the throne, to take measures for the protection of British 
interests against Portuguese encroachment,*' and that it hopes the Portuguese Govern­
ment will cause the force sent to that point to be withdrawn. 

The Undersigned cannot but observe to Sir Richard Pakcnham that the words 
underlined are by no means appropriate to the present case, especially when used in 
the name of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, which, in concluding the Addi­
tional Oonvention of the 28th July, 1817, recognized the rights of the Portuguese 
Orown to this part ot the African coast. 

Anyone, indeed, who may compare in the map of the world the extent Ot the 
colonial possessions which Great Britain held in the beginning of the nineteenth 
century with what she now holds in the middle of the same century, and who knows 
the diversified modes in which these immense acquisitions have been made, may 
doubtless wonder that she has not a certain scruple of conscience in accusing Portugal 
of an act of encroachment upon a sickly place called the harbour of Ambriz, in which 
all the interests of Britain comprise two commercial factories, established in huts built 
of wood and straw, which for their own trade tavour and facilitate the Slave Trade, 
and draw from thence a profit in proportion to the greater or less development of the 
same. 

The Government of His Majesty is convinced that it has acted through the whole 
of this affair within the limits of its right, without offending against any of the rights 
or interests of Great Britain, or of any other Power, as it is clearly manifested in this 
and the preceding note of the Undersigned, in which he reviews the whole of this 
affair; and in view of the reasons stated, the Government could not withdraw from 
Ambriz the little force which it has sent there for the repression of the Slave Trade 
and the protection of lawful commerce. 

In regard to what you have stated in relation to the feeling of regret experienced 
by the British Government at finding itself, in its opinion, compelled to take certain 
measures on the occa"lion of His Majesty the King's accession to the throne, the 
Undersigned fulfils a painful duty in certifying to you that it was with the utmost pain 
that His Majesty's Government received your unexpected note of the 19th September, 
immediately following the days of the acclamation of the august person to whom you 
had just addressed, in the name of the Queen of Great Britain, a communication 
expressing the teelings of friendship and consideration which actuate your august 
Sovereign towards the person of His Majesty the King, and in which also you record 
the feelings of friendship and good-will arising trom their ancient and honourable 
alliance which still exist in England in all their force. 

The Undersigned, in calling your communication unexpected, founds his opinion 
upon the consideration that almost at the same moment in which you addressed to 
His Majesty words expressive of so much interest for his august person, you expressed 
in that communication the hope that the withdrawal from the harbour of Ambriz of 
the small torce sent there would be ordered without delay, the execution of which on 
this occasion, and under present circumstances, would bring upon Her Majesty's 
:Ministers the responsibility of an act of discredit to the Government of His Majesty 
the King as a reswt of the first transacti9ns of foreign policy of the new reign. 

The two notes of the Undersigned upon -the affair in question will furnish the 
British Government "ith data, which it could not have possessed, in view of which it 
may form a just opinion. His Majesty's Government therefore hopes that, after an 
attentive examination of the contents of those notes, it will not fail to .admit that the 

.. Printed in italic. 
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Portuguese Government, in all the circumstances of this affair, has not departed in 
any way from what is req~ired. by t~e relations of friendship which connect it with 
the Government of Her Bl'ltanmc MaJesty. 

The Undersigned, &0. (Signed) VISCOUNT D'A'l'HOGUIA, 

No.2.J,. 

The Earl of Cla'tendon to j'v1r. Howard. 

(Extract.) Foreign Office, March 6, 1856. 
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information, a copy of a Project of Convention 

between Great Britain and Portugal respecting the Portuguese occupation of Ambriz, 
which Project has been sent to me by Count Lavradio. 

I inclose also copies of a Counter-Project and of a Memorandum which Lord 
Wodehouse, by my direction, placed in Count Lavradio's hands on the 23rd ultimo. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 24. 

Draft of a Convention for the Regulation of the Trade of Her Britannic Majesty's Subjects 
at Ambriz. 

Preamble. 

THE Government of His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal having 
fOlmd it necessary, in the course of last year, to send an armed force from Angola to 
the town of Ambriz, on the Western Coast of Africa, in order to repress some vexatious 
proceedings of the Chief of that town against European merchants established there, 
and in order to obtain satisfaction for insults offered by the people of Ambriz to a 
pacific Mission which had been sent thither by the Governor-General of Angola: And 
the said Portuguese armed force having proceeded in May 1855 to take possession of 
the town and port of Ambriz in the name of the King of Portugal, their Majesties the 
Queen of the United Kingdom, &c., and the King of Portugal, &c., have judged it 
ex.pedient to define, by means of a Convention, the limits of the said territory; to 
make arrangements for the uninterrupted continuance of the intercourse and trade 
which Her Britannic Majesty's subjects have, for some time past, carried on at Ambriz, 
and to provide for the extinction of slavery in that territory; and their said Majesties 
have, for this purpose, named as their Plenipotentiaries, thnt is to say: 

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom, &c. 
And the King of Portugal, &c. 

ARTICLE 1. 

It is agreed that the south bank of the River Loge shall form the northern limit 
of the territory of Ambriz, and that the navigation of the said river by Her Britannic 
Majesty's subjects shall be regulated according to thc principles relative to the 
navigation of rivers laid down in the Treaty of Vienna. 

ARTICLE II. 

The subjects of Her Britannic Majesty shall, in the territory of Ambriz, enjoy all 
the privileges, immunities, and protection enjoyed by the subjects of His Most Faithful 
Majesty, and they shall enjoy in general, with regard to their persons, their dwellings, 
their trad~, and their property, the same advantages which are secured to them by the 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation concluded between Great Britain and Portugal on 
on the 3rd July, 1842. 

ARTICLE III. 

During a period of twelve months, to be reckoned from the day on which the 
ratifications of this Convention shall be exchanged, the trade of Her Britannic 
Majesty's subjects with the territory of Ambriz shall be free, and, after the expiration 
of that period, all articles being the growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of its dependencies, and all merchandize 
of whatsoever description, embarked in British vessels, and being the property of British 
subjects, shall be admitted into Ambriz on the payment of per cent. duty, calculated 
Upon the value of such articles, and no restriction or prohibition shall be imposed upon 
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the exportation from Ambriz to the U-nited Kingdom and to its dependenoies of tn'i 
goods and produce of Africa. 

ARTIOLE IV. 

His Most Faithful Majestyengao-es that, upon the expiration of eight months after 
the exchange of the ratifications of this Oonvention, the state 01 slavery shall be 
abolished in the territory of Ambriz. 

Inclo~ure 2 in No. 24. 

Memorandum to accompany Draft of Convention respecting AmbTiz. 

IT is understoo{l that if tIle accompanying draft of Convention is signed on the 
part of Great Britain, the Portuguese Government will, at the time of signature, give 
to the British Government an assurance that they will not extend their occupation of 
tenitory on the Western Ooast of Africa to the north of the territory of Ambriz. 

Inclosure 3 in No. 24, 

Draft Convention communicated by Count Lavradio. 

SA Majeste Ie Roi de Portugal et des Algarves ayant juge convenable de retablir 
son autorite dans ses domaines de l' Ambriz, et d'y fall'e construire des fortifications pour 
sa de£ens'e, et youlant a cette occasion donner une demonstration du constant desir qui 
l'anime de continuer a- cooperer de Ia maniere la plus efficace avec Sa Majcsfc la Reine 
au l{,oyaume-Uni de la Grande-Bretagne et de l'Irlande, non seulement pour la totale 
extinction de la pratique infamc et piratique de transporter sur mer les Africa,ins pour 
les reduire a l'etat d'esclavage, mais aussi pour donner Ie possible commencement a 
l'abolition gracluelle de l'etat d' esclavage dans tous ses domaines; et ayant communique 
a Sa Majeste la Reine du Royaume-Uni de la Grande-Bl'etagne et de l'Irlande ces impol'­
tantes resolutions, ainsi que quelques autres favorables au developpement, liberte, et 
surete du co'mmerce avec une partie des possessions Portugaises dl Afrique, Si l\fajeste 
Britannique ayant manueste a soh auguste allie Ie desil' que toutes ces resolutions 
fussent consignees dans une Oonyention, et Sa Majeste Tres }i'idele ayant cru deVOll' 
acceder aux desirs manifestes par Sa Majeste Britannique, les deux augustes 
Souverains nommeront a cet effet leurs Plenipotentiaires, saYoir, &c. 

Lesquels, apres avoir, &c., sont convenus, &c, 

ARTICLE pr, 

Sa Majeste Ie Roi de Portugal s'engage, huit mois apres la ratification de la 
presente Oonvention, a proclamer l'extinction de l'etat de l'esclayage dans 'tout Ie 
tCl1 .. itoii,e' ere l'Ariibriz. 

Si, pour effectuer cette aussi humaine que liberale resolution, Sa Majeste Tres 
Fidele' trouve avoir besoin du sec ours des forces navales Briianniques employees dans 
les mel'S de l' Afrique Meridionale pour empecher la Traite des Esclaves, Sa Majeste 
Britannique s'engage a faire donner des ordres aux Commandants de ses susdites forces 
navales de preteI' tout Ie secours qui leur sera demande par Ie Gouverneur-General 
d' Angola, ou par quelque autre auto rite Portugaise dument autorisee. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sa Majeste 'l'res Fidele s'engage a maintenil' la concession faite lors du retablisse­
ment de son auto rite dans l ' Ambriz, de conserver libre pour toutes , les nations, 
pendant une annee, Ie commerce avec l' Ambriz. 

A la fin de l'annee accordee pour Ie libre commerce de toutes les nations avec 
l'Ambriz, Sa MajesM Tres Fidele slengage a etablir un Tarif pour les Douanes de 
l' Ambriz, dont Ie -" maxilnum" ne pourra pas exceder ce que les marchands etra.ngers 
etaient force de payer avant Ie r6tablissement de l'autorite de Sa Majeste Tres Fidele 
(les presents y compris) aUK Ohefs incligenes, sujets de Ie OOUl'onne de Portugal. 

De cette regIe genera.le seront exceptes, les vins, les eaux-de-vie, les vinaigres, 
et Ie sel. Pour ces quatre objets Sa Majeste se reserve Ie droit de fbter, comme eUe 
Ie trouvera convenable, Ie montant de ce qu'ils devront payer, sans que les regles et 
les- droits etablis pour l'admission de ces quatre produits) provenant soit du Portugal, 
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soit de ses iJes, puissent etre invoques pour l'adniission de produits sembllables 
provenant des pays etI'angeI's. 

ARTIOLE III. 

Lorsque Sa lVIajeste Tres Fidele jugera convenable de re.ta"\i}lir.son ,&tltorite :it 
Oabinda, 1\~ole;mbo, ou dans qu@lgue aut};e partie qHe ce soit de la ' 06te Oec~deJ;ltl;\lle ~~ 
l' Afrique lVIel'idio;na~e entre Ie ~o 12' e,t Ie 80 

de latitude mel'i~i(j)il+31~@.3IPJ?a.1'il;~ill;pt ' ~ 
ses domaines, Sa l\i{aJesM Tres Fldele .s engage a y proclamer 1 a,bohtlOn ae ~ ¢.tat de 
l'esclavage, en suivant les memes l'egles 6tablies pour l'Ambriz darr,g l'Al'ticle leI' Q-t,) 1'3. 
presente Oonvention, et a faire aussi au commerce etranger toutes Ies concessiQ1}.s 
consignees dans l' Article II. 

11 est expressement declare que les exceptions de l' Article II -seront appli.oorhilies -it 
Oabinda, Molembo, et a toute autre partie de l' Afl.'ique JYIel'idiona,le o~ l'antorite.de 
Sa Majeste Tres Fidele viendra a etre retablie. 

Sa Majeste Britannique declare que Ie seC0~rs des , forces maritimes q~~N~e - a 
promis a Sa 1\i[ajeste TresFidele, en cas de besoin et de requisition a.a.-ns l' Article rer de 
la presente Oonvention, pour l'aider a 1'extinction de l'etat d'esclavage daus rA~hl'jz, 
lui sera prete toutes les fois ql'lC .Sa Majeste '1'1'08 Fidele voudra pil'oclaljl4,el', ,d~1S 
qllelque partie q'lle ce soit de ses do maines, l'extiJiction de l'etat d~escJa:v-agf? 

No. 25. 

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.-(ReceiverJ April 19.) 

My Lord, Lisbon, April 9, 1856. 
I HAVE the bonour of inclosing herewitb tW0 copies, which have been presente'd 

to me by Viscount d'Athoguia, of a French translation of Viscount Sa da Bandeira's 
pamphlet relative to the claims of Portugal to the territorips of Molembo, ,Caqinda; 
and Ambriz, on the West 003lSt of Africa, of which the Portl;lguese -text was tTans. 
mitted in my despatch of the 28th December last. -, .', -

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 

Inclosure in No. 25. 

Pamphlet entitled "Faits et Considerations relatifs aux D"oits du Portugal wr les 
Territoires de Molembo, de Cabinde, €t d'Ambriz, et autreslieux de Iii Cote -Occid'entale 
d'Af1'ique, situee entre Ie 5" Degre 12 Minutes et Ie 8e Degre de Latitude AustraliD' Par 
Ie Vicomte de Siz ,da Bandeira.-Lisbonne: Imprimerie Nationa:le, 1855. ' ," 

No. 26. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard. 

Sir, Fore~gn Office, May 26, 1856. 
ALTHOUGH it does not appear that the Portuguese GoverJiment have formally 

adopted, as the statement of their claim to tbe ,occupation of Ambriz, the pamphlet 
written by Viscount Sa. da Bandeira which accompanied your despatdli of ' th,e 
9th April, yet, as many of the arguments used by the Viscount de Sa are merely a 
repetition Qf those put forward by the Portugtwse Government in tHeir' notQs upon 
thi.'l question, I think it right -that you should point out to the . Portuguese Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that some of the facts admitted by Viscount de Sa. bave al} 
important bearing upon the discussion which 'is now pending between the two 
Governments with respect to the territories to the north of Angola. ,,,'" , 

In the first place, it appears that the Viscount de Sa has not been able to adduce 
any act of occupation or sovereignty on the part of Portugal earli~r than the 
expulsion of the Dutch in 1648 (mentioned at p. 6 of his work), and this does nut 
seem to have applied to Ambriz; but an entire abandonment of all possession nortli 
of Loanda is subseguently admitted (p, 6), the date of which is withheld. 

Ambriz, therefore, now appears to have remained unoccupied and open to all 
nations from its :first discovery until the erection of a fort by the Captain-General of 
Angola and the formal taking possession in 1790 in the course of an expedition against 
some native Chiefs mentioned at p. 12. -

~~ a2 
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But it does not· appear that any garrison was left in the fort, 01' that it was eVE.'r 
afterwards occupied, nor is it said what became of the fort. 

At this time however, it appears that EnO'li~h factories existed at Ambriz, and , " . 
that the French and English enjoyed entire freedom of trade there. 'fhis was not m 
any manner interfered with by the Portuguese; they not only did not exercise in 
practice any sovereignty whatsoever over Ambriz, having apparently marched ou~ as 
they had marched in, in pursuit of the natives, bnt froll the explanation of the motives 
and objects of that expedition given by Portugal to Great Britain in 1791, and 
referred to at p. 14 of Viscount de Sa's work, it is obvious that it was not then con­
tended by Portugal that Ambriz formed a portion of its dominions, and had been 
formally reoccupied as such. or that the Portuguese Government meant to revive or 
reassert the alleged ancient Portuguese right of possession by discovery; on the 
contrary, Ambriz was alluded to as if forming part of the territory of independent 
native tribes, who had been attacked, defeated. and chastised, but who had not been 
incorporated into the Portuguese dominions or formally annexed thereto by conquest. 

The fact admitted by Viscount de Sa at p. 33, that a British naval force in 1849 
obtained, under threat of blockade, compensation from the native Chiefs at Ambriz 
for the burning of some British property, and that this was accomplished apparently 
without objection by Portugal, is also inconsistent with Ambriz being then con­
sidered or treated by Portugal as a portion of its dominions; but that fact is quite 
consistent with all that had previously occurred, and with the circumstance of Ambriz 
being considered as forming part of the territory of the native Chiefs. 

You will have learnt by the drafts of a Convention, and of a Memorandum which 
accompanied my despatch to you of the 6th March, that Her Majesty's Government 
have been willing to admit that the differences between the two Governments respecting 
Ambriz might be arranged upon the following conditions :-

1. That it shall be clearly understood that acquisition by conquest and actual 
occupation is the only title on the part of Portugal to Ambriz which Her Majesty's 
Government can recognize; 

2. That the boundaries of the territory of Ambriz shall be defined as not extending 
beyond the south bank of the River lloge; 

3. That the interests of British merchants, especially those n,lready establisbed at 
Ambriz, shall be secured; and 

4. That the Portuguese Government will bind tbcmsclyes to alJoiish ~bye!'y in 
the territory of Ambriz. 

But while this arrangement has been under discussion, Her Majesty's Government 
have seen, with much regret, that a Project of Law has been presented to the 
Portuguese Chamber of Deputies which professes to provide for tbe abolition of slavery, 
not only in the district of Ambriz, wbich is assumed to extend as far north as the 
Congo River, but also in the territories of Cabinda and Molembo. 

If this Project of Law had related to those possessions of Portugal on tbe West 
Coast of Africa to the south of the Equator which are situated between 8° and 
18° latitude, Her Majesty's Government would, of course, have looked forward with 
satisfaction to the success of any measure calculated to carry out the laudable desire 
which the Portuguese Government have on former occasions professed to abolish 
slavery in the African dominions of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

But as the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty are well aware that in 
November 1846, and on other occasions since that time. Her Majesty's Government 
have frequently and formally refused to admit the claim of Portugal to exercise a 
right of sovereignty over that portion of the West Coast of Africa which lies between 
5° 12' and 8° south latitude, and as the grounds of that refusal have been fully explained 
to the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, Her Majesty's Government cannot 
pass over without comment the fact that by this Project of Law the Portuguese 
Government now claim the sovereignty, not only over Ambriz, but also over Cabinda 
and Molembo. 

I have to instruct you to point out to the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty the embarrassments in which they will be involved by any attempt to 
interfere with the rights which British subjects have for a long series of years enjoyed 
of carrying on a free commercial intercourse with the natives of the districts to the 
north of Angola. And you will say that, without prejudging the question now under 
discussion between the British and Portuguese Governments as to Ambriz, and without 
implying any acquiescence in the occupation of that district by the Portuguese 
authorities, Her Majesty's Government deem it right to warn the Government of His 
Most Faithful Majesty that any attempt of the Portuguese authorities in Africa to 
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extend that occupation will be opposed by Her Majesty's naval forces; and you' will 
add that, this warning having been given, the responsibility of any consequences which 
may follow a disregard of it will rest upon the Government of Portugal. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 

No.27. 

Mr. Ho'Wa1'd to the Earl of Clarendon.-(Received June 9.) 

:M:y Lord, Lisbon, June 3, 1856. 
INCLOSED I have the honour of transmitt'ing to your Lordship the copy of a 

note which I yesterday addressed to Viscount d' Athoguia, in execution of your 
Lordship's instructions, embodying the contents of your Lordship's despatch to 
me of the 26th ultimo, commenting upon Viscount de Sa's pamphlet relative to the 
claims of Portugal to the territories of Molembo, Cabinda, and Ambriz, on the West 
Coast of Africa, and instructing me to warn the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty that any attempt of the Portuguese authorities in Africa to extend their 
occupation of the district of Ambriz will be opposed by Her Majesty's naval forces. 

On my referring, in conversation with Viscount d' Athoguia to-day, to the subject 
of that note, his Excellency remarked that, having in the meantime, with his col­
leagues, given in his resignation, which had baen accepted by the King, and only 
continuing in officc until his successor should be appointed, it would be for the latter 
to reply to it. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 

Inclosure in No. 27. 

Mr. Howard to Viscount d'Athoguia . 
Sir, Lisbon, June 2, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour of informing your Excellency that, having transmitted to 
the Earl of Ola.rendon the copies which accompanied your letter to me 0n the 
29th March last of the French translation of Viscount Sa de Bandeira's pamphlet 
relative to the claims of Portuga.l to the territories of Molembo, Cabinda, and Ambriz, 
and other places situated between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude, I have received a 
despatch from his Lordship, elated the 26th ultimo, in which he observes that, 
although it does not appear that His Most Faithful Majesty's Government have formally 
adopted that pamphlet as the statement of their claims to the occupation of Ambriz, 
yet, as ma.ny of the arguments used by the Viscount de Sa are merely a repetition of 
those put forward by His :Most Faithful Majesty's Government in their notes upon 
this question, he thinks it right that I should point out to your Excellency that some 
of the facts admitted by Viscount de So. have an important bearing upon the 
discussion which is now pending' between the two Governments with respect to the 
territories to the north of Angola. 

In the first place, the Earl of Clarendon remarks, it appears that the Viscount 
de Sa has not been able to adduce any act of occupation or sovereignty on the part of 
Portugal earlier than the expulsion of the Dutch in 1648 (mentioned at p. 6 of his 
work), and this does not seem to have applied to Ambriz; but an entire abandonment 
of all possession north of Loanda is subsequently admitted (p. 6) the date of which is 
withheld. 

Ambriz, therefore, now appears to have remained unoccupied and open to all 
nations from its first discovery until the erection of a fort by the Captain-General of 
Angola, and the formal taking possession in 1790, in the course of 'an expedition 
against s~me native Chiefs, mentioned at p. 12. 

But It does not appear that any garrison was left in the fort, or that it was ever 
afterwards. occupied, nor is it said what became of the fort. 

At this time, however, it appears that English factories existed at Ambriz, and 
that the Fren?h and English enjoyed entire freedom of trade there; this was not in 
any manner mterf~red with by the Portuguese; they not only did not exercise in 
practice any s~ver~lgnty whatsoever over Ambriz, having apparently marched out, as 
they marched m, m pursuit of the natives; but from the explanation of the motives 
a.nd objects of that expedition given by Portugal to Great Britain in 1791, referred to 
a.t p. 14 of Viscount de Sa's work, it is obvious that it was not then contended by 



Portugal that Ambriz formed a portion of its dominions, and had ~een formally 
reoccupied as such, or that the Portuguese Government meant to reVIve or reassert. 
the alleged ancient Portuguese right of possession by discovery; on thc . contJ:ary, 
Ambriz was alluded as if forming pn,rt of the territory of independent ~atIye tnbes, 
who had been attacked, defeated, and chastised, but "ho had not been lllcorporatecl 
into the Portuguese dominions, or formally a1l1lexed thereto by conquest. 

The fact admitted by Viscount de Sa, at p. 33, that a British na,val force, in 1849, 
obtained, under till'eat of blockade, compensation from the natives Chiefs at Ambriz 
for the burning of some British property, and that this was accomplished appa,~'ently 
without objection by Portugal, is also inconsistent with Ambriz being then comndered 
or treated by Portugal as a portion of its dominions, but that fact is quite consistent 
with all that had previously occurred, and with the circumstance of Ambriz being 
considered as forming pa,rt of the territory of the native Chiefs. 

The Earl of Clarendon proceeds to state that I shall have learnt, by t.he drGlfts of 
a Convention and of a Memorandum transmitted to me by his Lordship in March last, 
that Her Majesty's Government have been willing to admit that the differences 
between the two Governments respecting Ambriz might be arranged upon the following 
conditions :-

1. That it shall be clearly understood that acquisition by conquest and actual 
occupation is the only title on the part of Portugal to Ambriz which Her Majesty's 
Government can recognize; 

2. That the boundaries of the territory of Ambriz shall be defined as not extending 
beyond the south bank of the River Loge; 

3. That the interests of British merchants, especially those already established at 
Ambriz, shall be secured; and 

5. That His Most Faithful Majesty's Government will bind themselves to abolish 
slavery in the territory of Ambriz. 

But while this arrangement has been under discussion, Her Majesty's Government 
have seen with much regret that 11 Project of Law has been presented to the 
Por~uguese Chamber of Deputies which professes to provide for the abolition of 
slavery, not only in the district of Ambriz, which is assumed to extend as far north as 
the Congo River, but also in the territories of Cabinda and Molembo. 

If this Project of Law had related to those possessions of Portugal on the West 
Coast of Africa to the south of the Equator which are situated between 8° and 18° 
south latitude, Her Majesty's Government would, of course, have looked forward with 
satisfaction to the succe~s of any measure calculated to carry out the laudable desire 
whi0h the Portuguese Government have on former occasions professed, to abolish 
slavery in the African dominions of His Most }<'aithful Majesty. 

But as the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty are well aware that in 
November 1846, and on other occasions since that time, Her Majesty's Government 
have frequently and formally refused to admit the claim of Portugal to exercise a right 
of sovereignty over that portion ofthe West Coast of Africa which lies between 5° 12', 
and 8° south latitude, and as the grounds of that refusal have been fully explained to 
the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, Her Majesty's Government 
cannot pass over without comment the fact that, by this Project of Law, the 
Portuguese Government now claim the sovereignty, not only over Ambriz, but also 
over Cabindo and Molembo. 

The Earl of Clarendon therefore instructs me to point out to the Government of 
His Most Faithful Majesty the embarrassments in which they will be involved by any 
attempt to interfere with the rights which British subjects have for a long series of 
years enjoyed of carrying on a free commercial intercourse with the natives of the 
districts to the north of Angola. And his Lordship further instructs me to say that, 
without prejudging the question now undel.' discussion between' the Bl'itish and 
Portuguese Governments as to Ambriz, and Without implying any acquiesceI;lce in the 
occupation of that district by the Portuguese authorities, Her Majesty's Government 
deem it right to warn the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty that any attempt 
of the Portuguese authorities in Africa to extend that occupation will be opposed by 
Her Majesty's naval forces; and his Lordship directs me to add that, this warning having 
been given, the responsibility of any consequences which may follow a disregard of it 
will rest upon the Government of Portugal. 

In fulfilling, by this communication, the instructions which I have received 
from Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I avail, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 
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No. ~8. 
Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.~(ReceVved July 24.) 

My Lord Lisbon, July 18, 1856. 
I HA VE the honour of transmitting herewith a translation of the Law, as 

promulgated by the King in a~ Ordinance dated the 5th inst~n.t, and published.in the 
official Gazette of the 15th mstant, for the eventual abohtlOn of slavery m the 
district of Ambriz, and in the territories of Cabinda and Molembo, on the West Coast 
of Africa. 

YOJlr Lordship will perceive froin this Law that Viscount d' Athog-uia's Bill, of 
which I had the 1l'onour of inclosing a translation in my despatch of the 18th April 
last, has passed without alteration. 

I have, &c" 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOW ARl). 

Inclosure in No. 28. 

Law lIoolis'hing Slavery in certa'in Territories of the Province of Angola. 

(Translation.) 
DOM PE'fER, by the Grace of God, Khl.g of Portugal and the Algarves, &c. 

We he'.l:eby .make hown to: all our subjects that the General Cortes have decreed, 
and we co!lfir!ll, the following Law:~ 

_ Article 1. Tb,e eop.dition of slavery is hereby abolished in the following territories 
of the Province of Angola:-

(1.) In the district of Ambriz, from the River Lifune to the River Zaire. 
(2.) In the territories of Cabinda and Molembo. 
Art. 2. This Law shall come into execution in the district of Ambriz at the 

expiration of six months from the date of its publication in the "Boletim Official" 
of Angola, and in the other territories mentioned in the preceding Article six months 
from the establishment in each _ by the Government of administrative and military 
authorities. 

Art. 3. All legislative enactments to the contrary are hereby revoked. 
We the~efore command all the authorities to whom the knowledge and execution 

of the above Law appertains to carry it out, and cause it to be carried out and 
observ_ed fully _as therein contaip.ed. The Minister and Secretary of State for ~arine 
and ColonialAffl'liirs s)1all cause it to he printed, published, !j.nd circulated. 

Given at the Palace of Necessidades on the 5th July, 1856. 
(Signed) KING. 

(Oountersigned) VISCOUNT SA DA BANDEIRA. 

No. 29. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1856. 
WITH reference to your despatch of the 18th instant, inclosing a translation or 

the Law which has been promulgated by the Portuguese Government for the abolition 
of slavery in the district of Ambriz and in the territories of Molembo and Cabinda, I 
have to instruct you to state to the Marquis de Loule that, whatever may be the 
satisfaction with which Her Majesty's Government must regard any measures having 
for their object the extinction of slavery, they have read with regret this Law which 
contemplates the extension of Portuguese authority to Cabiuda and Molembo, but 
after the due warning that has been given, Her' Majesty's Government must hold 
themselves ab§olved ~r?m all responsibility as to the consequences which may arise if 
this contemplg.ted extension of Portuguese dominion on the coast of Africa' should be 
carried into effect. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) CLARENDON. 

't 
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No.30. 

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarelldoll.-(Neceired August II.) 

My Lord, . Lisbo~t, AI/¥"8t 4, 1.856. 
"WITH reference to your LordshIp's despatch of the 26th ultImo, mstruchng me 

as to a statement to be made by me to the Marquis de LouIe concern~~g the 
Law recently promulgated by the Portuguese Government. for the abohtlO.n of 
slaverv in the district of Ambl'iz and in the territories of Molombo and Cabmda, 
which" Law lier Majesty's Government have read with regret, contemplating, 
as it docs, the extension of Portuguese dominion to the latter territories, I have the 
honour of informing your Lordship that I carried out your Lordship's instructions on 
the 2nd instant by reading that despa.tch to his Excellency, and by placing in his hands 
thc note of tue same clate, of which the inclosed is 11 copy, embodying its contents. 

The Marquis de LouIe not making any observation in reply, I remarked to him 
that much cOl'l'espondence would be avoided if he would authorize me to state that the 
Portuguese Government did not actually intend to extend their occupation beyond the 
port of Ambriz. His Excellency answered that a renunciation of rights was too serious 
a decision to take; upon which I rejoined that there was a great distinction between a 
renunciation of rights and a desistance from endeavouring to give effect to them, and 
that it was the latter I asked; but his Excellency said that that was likewise a most 
serious resolution to adopt. In fact, I found him unwilling to commit himself by any 
declaration on the subject. 

I then referred to the statement which Viscount d' Athoguia had formerly made to 
me that, failing an agreement upon the main question, Count Lavradio was to be 
instructed to endeavour to arrive at an understanding with your Lordship on com­
mercial points connected with Ambriz. and I asked the Marquis his opinion as to the 
expediency of setting such an understanding on foot. His Excellency replied that 
your Lordship had expressed to Count Lavradio a wish to let the question rest for the 
present. I then allowed the conversation to drop. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 

Inclosure in No. 30. 

Mr. Howard to the Marquis de LouU. 

Sir, Lisbon, August 2, 1856. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency that, having transmitted to 

Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs a copy of the Law of 
the 5th ultimo, promulgated by His Most Faithful Majesty's Government, and 
published in the" Diario do Governo " of the 15th of that month, providing for the 
abolition of slavery in the district of Ambriz and in the territories of Molembo and 
Cabinda, I have received a despatch from the Earl of Clarendon of the 26th of the 
same month, instructing me to state to your Excellency that, whatever may be the 
satisfaction with which Her Majesty's Government must regard any measures having 
for their object the extinction of slavery, they have read with regret this Law, which 
contemplates the extension of Portuguese authority to Cabinda and Molembo, but 
after the due warning that had been given, Her Majesty's Government must hold 
themselves absolved from all responsibility as to the consequences which may arise if 
this contemplated extension of Portuguese dominion on the coast of Africa should be 
carried into effect. 

I avail, &C. 
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. 

No.3l. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 15, 1856. 
WITH reference to the difficulties of arriving at a satisfactory settlement of the 

differences with the Portuguese Government regarding their claim to extend the 
Portuguese dominion over the territories of Molembo and Cabinda, on the coast of 
Africa, I have to state to you that Her Majesty's Government desire that things 
should remain ~ their presen~ state, and the best way of securing thia will pl'obably 
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be a conviction on the part Qf t.he Portuguese Government that any attempt at 
territorial extension will be resisted by force. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) OLARENDON. 

No. 32. 

Count LaV1'adio to tli e EaTt of Clarendon .-(Recwived September 26.) 

(Translation.) London, September 24, 1856. _ 
THE U nc1ersigned, Envoy Extraorc1inary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 

Most Faithful Majesty, has had the honour to receive, and is about to transmit to his 
Government, the printed collection of papers relative to the Slave Trade which has 
recently, by order of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, been laid before the two 
Houses of Parliament, and which his Excellency the Earl of Olarendon, &c., has had 
the kindness to send to the Undersigned. 

Among the above-mentioned papel's, that one could not but claim the particular 
attention of the Undersigned which is which is found under p. 129, Olass A, by the 
title of "Engagement with the Ohiefs of Ambrizette." The Undersigned had already 
received a copy of this paper, but he had not given a serious attention to it, because 
he had looked npon it as apochryphal, inasmuch as Ambrizette constituting a part of 
the territory which the Orown of Portugal possesses on the west coast of Southern 
Africa, the Undersigned could not believe that the Oommander of a man-of-war of 
Her Britannic Majesty's navy would venture to perform an act which the Undersigned 
cannot but consider as an offence done to the rights of the King his august Sovereign, 
and a manifest violation of the law of nations. 

The Undersigned, awaiting the commands of his august Sovereign, abstains, until 
he shall receive the same, from analyzing the so-called Oontract of Oaptain Henry Need 
with the so-called Ohiefs of Ambrizette, and from addressing to his Excellency the 
Earl of Clarendon the fit remonstrances against that act, and against the publication 
of the same. 

The Undersigned, however, hegs leave to transmit to your Excellency, as a proof 
of the inconsiderate way in which Captain Need proceeded, the inclosed document, 
which his Excellency may comparc with the so-called Oontract, and that alone would 
be sufficient, if there were not many othe~' stronger arguments, to demonstrate the 
invalidity of the act performed by Captain Need. 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) LAVRADIO. 

No.33. 

The E arl of Clarendon to Count Lav1'adio. 

Foreign Office, October 8, 1856. 
THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note 

addressed to him on the 24th ultimo by the Oount de Lavradio, &c., stating that the 
Treaty which was concluded by Oommander Need, of Her Majesty's ship" Linnet," 
with the Queen and Ohiefs of Ambrizette, on the 17th September, 1855, was a 
violation of the rights of the King of Portugal, inasmuch as Ambrizette forms a 
part of the territory which the Orown of Portugal possesses on the West Ooast of 
Africa. 

'rhe Undersigned has the honoUl' to remind Oount Lavradio that the British 
Government have frequently declared to the Portuguese Government that Great 
Br.j~ain denies the existence of any such state of possession on any part of the coast of 
Afnca which lies between 5° 12' and SO south latitude, and the British Government 
~:mve maintained that Portugal, having suffered the rights acquired by prior dis-covery 
III the ~fteenth century to lapse by non-occupation, Her Majesty's subjects have 
a clear rIght to enjoy an unrestricted intercoUl'se with that part of the coast . 

'1'hc Undcrsigned begs leave to renew that declaration on the present occasion, 
and he has to observe that the document inclosed in Oount Lavradio's note tends to 
disprove t.he fact of possession claimed by the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty. 

For it is remarkable that in this Declaration, apparently drawn up by a Portu­
guesc, the Ohiefs in whose name it runs do not even allege that they are subjects of 
the Orown of Portugal, but, on the contrary they not only say that their new King 
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56 

is soon about to take the cap (" bal'l'etc »), but t hey also declare that they ~'e l'ea,(~y 
to receive any white men, of whatever nation they may be, who may settle III theIr 
land, 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) CLARENDON. 

No. 34. 

Count Lavradio tJ the E arl of Clm'endon,-(Receit'ed October 14.) 

(Translation,) London, October 11, 185<3. 
THE Undersigned, EllYoy Extraordinary and :Minister P lenipotcntiary ?f n~r 

Most Faithful Majesty, has the honour to acknowledge receipt of the note windl Ins 
Excellency the Earl of Clarel1(lo11, &c" sent to him Oil the 8th instant, in reply to the 
note which the Undersigned had the honour to address to his Excclleney on the 
24th September last, contaiuino' some obsen"ations on the document entitled" Engage­
ment with the Chief of Ambri~ette,JJ which forms a part of the collection of papers 
on the Slave Trade presentcd this year to the two Houses of Parliament by order of 
Her Britannic Majesty's Government. 

His Excellency observes in the above-mentioned note that, although the POl'tn­
guese discovered in the fifteenth century the part of the African coast which is 
situated between 5° 15' and So south latitude, as the Portuguese GOi'Crnmcnt docs not 
actually occupy any part of the said coast, British subjects enjoy the right of trading 
with the inhabitants of that coast "ithout any restriction. 

His Excellency further observes that the document which accomllUuied the 
above"mentioned note of the Undersigned ought to be considered as an argument 
contra producentern. 

The Undersigned does not think it fitting to enter, on this occasion, into a 
discussion on the substantial part of the important question latcly raisecl by Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government upon the rights of the Crown of Portugal to that 
part of the African coast which lies between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude; rights not 
questioned by any otlH'r than the British GOVCl'lllllent, and by some solemnly recog­
nized by Treaties. If, then, the Undersigned takes the libert;r of making some brief 
reflections on the aboTe-mentioned note of his Excellency, it is solely to prc'\"cnt its 
being inferred, from thc silence of the Undersigned, that he assents, directly or 
indirectly, to his Excellency'S statement, and to the consequence which his Excellrllcy 
would draw from it, a consequence opposeJ to thc right admitted 11y all eirilizetl 
nations, and even, a little more than t,,"enty ycm's ago, invoked by the British GOI'Cl'll­

ment itself, when it thought proper to take possrssion of the l<'alklanrl Islands, 
grounding its right solely on the prior discClveq of those islands. 

The Undersigned begs leaTe to observe that the statelllent is not correct that the 
Portuguese Government is nOG actually ill possession of any portion of the African 
coast situated between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude ; but even if the statement were 
correct, the right i"ould remain in all its force, and t.he consequence which his 
Excellency would draw from his assertion could not be admitted. But the U ndrr­
signed will urge no further in proof of rights whieh have already been a,bundantly 
demonstrated in the two notes which the Viscount el' Athoguia, then His J\.[ost l<'uithful 
Majesty's Se0retary of State in tbe }'oreign Department, addressed on the 3rd and 4th 
October, 1855, the first to lVII'. Ward, thcn lIer Britannic Majesty's ChfLl'g6 d'Affaires 
at the Court of Liebon, find the sccond to Sir Richard Pakenham, ]£inister Pleni­
potentiary of Her aforcsaid Majesty, as well as by a :Thfemoir published in the 
Portuguese language, and afterwards translated iuto English and :Freneh, which the 
Undersigned in due time had the honour to offer to his Exccllency, and of which he 
again takes the liberty of offering another copy, ""hich accompanies the prcsent note, 
requesting his Excellency to consider the three documcnts which the Undersigned has 
just referred to, as annexes to the pl'CSenL note. 

lt is, however, incumbent on the U ndel'signed to declare, in order that the 
intentions of his l1ugust Sovereign may not be misunderstood, that thc GoYel'llmrnt 
of His Most Faithful Majesty, in supporting the ri::;hts which the Crown of Portugal 
possesses in the above-mentioned part of the coast of Africa, docs not in an~' \lay 
pretend to impede existing commercial relations, or such 3S may be established betwecn 
the inhabitants of that coast, and tho subjects of Great Britain, or of any other llUtiol1 ; 
on the contrary, what His Most Faithful Majesty's Government desircs sincerely is to 
foster by all the means jn its powm' the increase of that commerce, which it will do 



57 

when it finds no impediments to the re-establishment of protecting authorities on all 
the points of that coast. 

In regard to the document which accompanied the note which the Undersigned 
had the honour to address to his Excellency on the 24th September last , the Under­
signed begs len,ve to o~serve to his Excellency that the l1roc1uction of that d.ocument 
was not intended, as hlS Excellency rtppears to hrtve supposed, to prove any rIght, but 
to show how inconsiderately Commander Need had acted, and to prove the invalidity 
of the act performed by him, even if that act had not been in viobtion of the rights of 
His Most Faithful Majesty. 

The U ndersig'ned, confining himself to the brief considerations above written, 
protests ~new again~t the act p~rformed ~y Comma~der Need, and all acts injurious 
to the nghts of HIS Most J;'mthful MaJesty prevlOusly performed by other officers 
of the Royal British Navy, in divers points of Southern Africa which make part of 
the dominions of the Crown of Portugal. ' l 

In appears to the Undersigned to be now the timc to profit by this opportunity of 
renewing the declaration made many times to his Excellency, that H is Most Faithful 
Majesty ardently desiring, not only to maintain the uninterrupted alliance which has 
subsisted so many ages between Portugal and England, to the obvious advantage of 
the two Monarchies, but to draw it Rtill closer, if possible, is anxious to see the 
unpleasant questions raised in recent years by Her Britannic Majesty's Government 
respecting tlle rights possessed by the Crown of Portugal to that part of the coast of 
Africa which lies beyond 8° south latitude, terminated in a manner worthy of 
the two GoverJll11ents. The U ndersigncd a long time .ago had the honour to inform his 
Excellency that he was furnished with full powers to treat with Her Britannic Majesty's 
Government on the mode of putting an end to those disagreeable doubts, extremely 
inconvenient to the interests of Portuguese and British subjects, wit hout detriment, 
however, to the dignity of the Portuguese Crown, and within the limits of the funda­
mental law of the Portuguese Monarchy. The Undersigned, submitting these con­
siderations to his Excellency's judgment, declares himself ready to renew the nego­
tiation, long ago entered upon, so soon as his Excellency shall think fit . 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) LA VRADIO. 

No. 35. 

Count Lavradio to L01'd J. Russell.-(Received June 30.) 
(Translation. ) 
Excellency, Portuguese Legation, L ondon, June 29, 1860. 

I RA VE the honour to inform your Excellency that, on t he 27th instant, the 
English ship" Sverige," of 111 tons, carrying, besides other articles, some gunpowder, 
departed from Liverpool bound for Ambriz, a P ortuguese possession on the West Coast 
of Southern Africa. 

The said ship did not take her papers (" despachos") in the Portuguese Con­
sulate, probably with a view to conceal that she carried powder, the ent ry of which, 
in order to satisfy the just claims of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, has been 
prohibited in the ports of Portuguese Africa, because that article was used by the 
slavers for their criminal purposes. 

I shall not delay to make known to my Government the departure of the ship 
" Sverige " from Liverpool for Ambriz without the proper papers from the Portuguese 
Consulate, carrying gunpowder on board, and I am assured that His Most Faithful 
~I[n,jesty's Government will proceed with the utmost severity against t he known 
violator of the Portuguese laws, and who, there is well-founded reason to suspect, 
proposes to engage in the infamous Traffic in Slaves. 
. His ~ost Faithful Majesty'~ Gov~rnment will continue, so far as it depends on 
It, to fulfil scrupulously all the stIpulatlOns of the rrreaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and I 
cannot doubt that Her Britannic Majesty's Government will proceed in the same 
manner; and consequently, I am assured that your Excellency will disappoint all the 
attempts of the Manchester and Liverpool speculators. It is from the latter place 
that goods made up in Manchester to be used in thc infamous Traffic usually 
depart . 

If the meeting should take place of the Conference proposed by your Excellency, 
and promptly assented to by the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty the 

[582J i 2' ' 



58 

Plenipotentiaries cannot fail to inquire into the influence that Liverpool and Uan­
chester have had on the maintenance of the Traffic. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) L_~ VRADIO. 

No. 36. 

Count LaV1'adio to LOTd J. Russell.-(Received July 10.) 
(Translation.) 
Excellency, Portuguese Legatioll, L01)doll, Juiy 9, 1800. 

ON the 29th June last. I had thc honoUl' to inform your Excellency that the 
English ship" Sverige" had quitted Liverpool for Ambriz without haying takcn her 
papers in the Portuguese Consulate, carrying some gunpo~nlel'; but now I hayc 
ascertained that the said vessel cleared not for Ambriz but for Kinscmbo, or rather 
Quicembo, which also appertains to the Crown of Portugal, and that she carried 
28,000 pounds (" arrateis ") of gunpowder and 800 arms. 

I afterwards received information that thc :English ship "Margaret" also had 
departed from the said port of Liverpool, on the 26th June last, for the said port ot 
Quicembo, without taking her papers in the Consulatc of Portugal. 

I understand that foul' more ships are prepm'ing in Liverpool to convey munitions 
of war to different pa,rts of Southern Africa, 1"here some negroes are in rebellion 
against the authorities of Portugal. 

Having thc honour to bring these facts to your Excellency'S notice, I am surc 
that your Excellency will direct the necessary inquiries to bc made, and will prcyent 
the English flag from serving as a cloak to the criminal speculation of supplying arms 
to the enemies of the most ancient and most intimate ally oE Great Britain. 

To the above communications your Excellency will permit me to add the 
following: That the ship" Margaret" carried, in addition to the casks required for 
her own use, seventy others in pieces, which does not appear to me to be very con­
sistent with the Treaty of 1842, unless it be proved that they were intended for 
legitimate use. • 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LA VRADIO. 

No. 37. 

Lord J. Russell to Count Lavradio. 

M. Ie Comte, FOTeign Office, JuLy 28, 1860. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters or the 29th ultimo 

and 9th instant. 
In the former of those letters you state that the British ship" Sverige" sailed 

from Liverpool on the 27th June last, bound for Ambriz, a Portuguese possession on 
the West Coast of Africa, carrying, among other articles, a quantity of gunpowder 
and arms, the importation of which is prohibited in the ports of Portuguese Africa; 
and you state, moreover, that the master of the" Sverige" was not furnished with the 
proper papers from the Portuguese Consulate at Liverpool, and that there is good 
reason to suspect that this vessel is destined for the Slave 'rrade. 

In your letter of the 9th instant you state that you have ascertained since wTiting 
your letter of the 29th June that the "Svel'ige" cleared not for Ambriz, but for 
Kinsembo, or Quicembo, which also appertains to the Crown of Portugal, and that 
she carried 28,000 Ibs. of gunpowder and 800 stand of arms; and you add that you 
have received information to the effect that the English ship" Margaret" also sailed 
from Liverpool on the 26th June for Kinsembo without taking her papers in the 
Consulate of Portugal, and that four other ships are preparing in Liverpool to convey 
munitions of war to different parts of Southern Africa, where some negroes are in 
rebellion against the authorities of Portugal. 

I beg leave to acquaint you that immediately on the receipt of your first letter I 
caused the necessary steps to be taken with the view to ascertain what foundation 
there was for the Report which had reached you with reference to the "Sverige" 
being destined for the Slave Trade. 

I have not yet received any information on this subject, but I cannot omit to 
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notice at once the statement in your letter of the 9th instant, that Kinsembo apper-
tains to the Crown of Portugal. · . 

You must be aware that Her Majesty's Government have invariably resisted this 
claim and I need only refer in proof of this to the correspondence which took place in 
1855 \etween Her Majesty's Government and the Government of H is Most Faithful 
Majesty on this subject. 

The PortilO'uese Government was then distinctly informed that although Her 
Majesty's Gove~'nment acquiesced in the Portuguese occupation of Ambriz, any 
attempt to extend that occupation to. oth~r po~,ts of the coas.t woud be opposed by 
Her l\1ajesty's mtval forces. InstructlOns III tIns sense were gwen at the tIme to the 
Oommanders of Her Majesty's cruizers on the West Ooast of Africa, and the POl,tu­
gnese authorities at Ambriz and at Angola have, on more than one occasion since 
1855, been informed by British officers of the existence of such instructions where 
questions have been raised with regard to the extent of Portuguese jmisdiction. 

Those instructions are still in force, and I can therefore only express my hope 
that no attempt will be made, either by the Oommanders of any Portuguese ships of 
war, or by the authorities at the neighbouring port of Ambriz, to interfere with any 
British vessels trailing to Kinsembo, or with British subjects settled at that place, as 
such interference would be opposed by Her Majesty's naval forces. 

Since writing the foregoing, I have received a Report from the Oommissioners of 
Oustoms with l'eferenceto the ship "Sverige." It appears that this vessel is the 
property of the firm of Hatton and Oookson, highly respectable merchants and ship­
owners at Liverpool, who are extensively engaged in the African trade, and that she 
has been for some time past employed as a regular trader between this country and 
Africa. In October 1859 the "Sverige" arrived at Liverpool from Loango with a 
cargo of palm oil, copper ore, ivory, and gum, and she sailed from thence on the 22nd 
of the following month with a cargo similar to that which she ca,rries on the present 
occasion. 

The " Sverige" retul'lled again to the port of Liverpool on the 26th April last 
with' a cargo of palm oil and other articles, and I cannot but think, from the known 
respectability of the owners of this vessel, that the suspicions entertained by you with 
rega~d to her being destined for the Slave Trade are devoid of any foundation. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 

No. 38. 

Count Lam'adio to Lord J. Russell.-(Received August 14.) 

(Translation.) Legation of Portugal, London, August 13, 1860. 
THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 

Most Faithful Majesty, has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note, which 
Lord John Russell, &c., addressed to him on the 28th J cuy last, replying to two 
notes which the Undersigned had the honour to address to his Excellency on the 
29th June and 9th July last. 

His Excellency Lord John Russell, referring to the first of these notes of the 
Undersigned, informs him that he has ilirected the necessary inquiries to he made 
relative to the ship "Sverige," replies to which, as appears from the postscript of his 
Excellency'S note, were not received till the 28th of July last. 

From the information received by his Excellency, it appears that the ship 
" Sverigc" ~s the property of a very respectable firm of Liverpool. It appears also 
that th~t ShIp arrived at the said port in October 1859 from Loango with a cargo of 
p~lm 011, c012per, &c., and that on the 22nd November of that year she departed from 
LIverpool WIth. a. cargo .similar to the one which she carried recently, viz., arms and 
gL1npowder, arl'lvmg agam at the said port on the 26th April of the present year. His 
Excellency concludes that, lookinO' to the respectability of the owners of the "Sverige" 
that vessel cOl~ld not be suspecteclof being employed in the Slave Trade, and therefo~e 
the appl'ehenSlOn~ expressed by the Undersigned were destitute of any foundation. 

As to the slup "Margaret," which was treated of in the note of the Undersigned, 
date.d the 9th July lust, IllS Excellency gives no information, probably because he has 
receIved none .from the custom-hoL1se of Liverpool.· . 

Lastly, hIS Exce~lency thought he might profit by the opportunity of replying to 
the two notes aforesaId to make allusion to a certain correspondence which took place 
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in 1855 between the Government of His :Most Faithful Majesty and that of Her 
Britannic Majesty relative to the rights of t.he Crown of Portugal to divers territories 
of the Western Coast of South Africa to the north"ard of Ambriz. 

To this import.ant though incidental part of his Excellency's note, thc lnder­
signed begs leave to reply, after making some obi:ervations upon the destination of the 
cargo of the ship" Sverige." 

The Undersigned, in view of the decln.rations of his Excellency, does not pretend 
to discuss the respectability or non-respectability of the owners of the "Sverige j" 
he has nothing to do with this, but it is his duty to maintain that his statement of the 
facts was correct, and that the consequences were logical which he inferred from thoso 
facts. 

His Excellency does not deny that the" Sverige" was dispatched for Quieembo, 
nor does he deny that weapons of war and gunpowder formcd a considerable part of 
the cargo of that ship. But his Excellency, renewing his assertions of' the respecta­
bility of the owners of the" Sverige," considers the suspicions of the U nclcrsig'ned to 
be "devoid of any fotlldation." 

It may be that the Undersigned was deceived, but what he cannot admit is that 
his suspicions were unfounded, " devoid of any foundation." The Undersigned rejects 
this phrase, limiting himself to cha.racterizing it as improper. 

The Undersigned does not hesitate to admit, in view of the assertions of his 
Excellency, that the" Sverige," and also the" Margaret," n,nd even the other vesscls 
which have already departed, and are preparing to depart, from Liverpool for the 
coast of Africa, carrying arms and gunpowder, may not be intended for the Sltwc 
Trade j but in this case it is necessary that his Excellency should admit that they 111'0 

going to carry arms and munitions of war to the enemies of Portugal, for his Excel­
lency is well aware that those goods can-ied to that part of Africa can only be intendcd 
for one or other of these two objects .. 

This being the case the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty has n,n indis­
putable right, and it is its rigorous duty to confiscate the munitions and the shil)s. 
Moreover, it appears to the Undersigned that Her Britannic Majesty's Government, 
not being ignorant of the fatal events which occun-ed at the beginning of the present 
year in the neighbourhood of Ambriz, ought to prevent her subjects from supplying 
arms to the enemies of an ally, whom the Government of Her Britannic Majesty is 
bound by Treaties to defend. 

The Undersigned would not consider himself obliged to reply to the refcrence 
made by his Excellency to a certain correspondence which took place in 1855 between 
the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty and that of Her Britannic lIfajesty, or 
to the observations which his Excellency has thought proper to add to such roference j 

but the Undersigned wonId be wanting to the fulfilment of his duty if he did not, 
before everything, remind his Excellency that, in the said correspondence, IIis Most 
Faithful Majesty's Government demonstrated with the utmost clearness the right of 
the Crown of Portugal to the dominion of the Western Coast of Africa as far as to 
Molembo inclusively. The Undersigned protested at that time, in the name of his 
Sovereign, and he now protests again against the unfounded pretensions and demands, 
unprecedented in other countries, of Her Britannic Majesty's Government. 

The rights of the Crown of Portugal to the territory mentioned, as it has been 
already abundantly proved, are founded: (lstly) on priority of discovery j (2ndly) on 
possession taken and kept for ages; (3rdly) on the introduction of civilization, based 
upon the propagation of Christianity; (4thly) on conquest j (5thly) finally, on the 
recognition and cession made by the Chiefs who ruled there, and confirmed by their 
successors. 

And is the dominion of Britain over her Colonies founded on any better titles? 
To these titles the Undersigned may add, if there were any necessity for it, the 

recognition of all the nations of Europe, and very explicitly that of Great Britn,in, 
inserted in the Convention of the 28th July, 1817, and of France and Spain in the 
Convention of the 30th January, 1786. 

Notwithstanding all this, his Excellency does not hesitate to declare, in his above­
mentioned note, in harsh terms, rarely used in diplomatic correspondence, that" any 
attempt to extend that occupation to other parts of the coast would be opposed by 
Her Majesty's naval forces. Instructions in this sense were given at the time to the 
Commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers on the West Coast of Africa, and the Portuguese 
authorities at Ambriz and at Angola have, on more than one occasion since 1855, been 
informed by British officers of the existence of such instructions, when questions 
h~ve been raised with regard to the extent of Portuguese jurisdiction. Those 
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instructions are still in force, and I can therefore only express my hope that no 
attempt will he made, either by th~ Commanders of ~ny P ?rtuguese s?iPs of wa~,. or 
hy the authorities at the lleighho~l'mg ~o!'t of 1\mbnz, to mterfere wIth any BrItIsh 
vessels tradino' to Kinsembo, or wIth Bntish subJ ects settled at that place, as such 
interference ':ould be opposed by Her Majesty's naval forces ." 

The IT ndersiO'ned repels with indignation t he above-quoted declaration of his 
Excellency as bei~g offensive (" attentatorio " ) .to the dignity of his a~gust So",:ereign, 
and to the independence of the Portuguese natIOn, and more than thIS, as a vIOlatIOll 
of the Treaties existing between the Crowns of Portugal and Great Britain, and above 
all as a violation of the law of nations, on which chiefly the Undersigned, in accordance 
with the opinion of the most esteemed jurists, bases the rights of the Crown of 
Portugal, which his E xcellency pretends to dispute. 

'fhe Undersigned, moreover, observes that it is his opinion that His Most Faithful 
Majesty's Government may, if it should think it expedient, employ all the means in 
its power to maintain its indisputable rights . 

The Undersigned admits that the abuse of power may result in oppression, but 
neyCl' in a right; and therefore the Unclersigned hopes that his Excellency, on better 
reflection, will not hesitate to withdraw his offensive declarations, or rather threats, 
which force may carry into effect, but which will be condemned by the opinion of 
eivilized nations, by justice, and by law. 

'fhe Undersigned cannot persuade himself that Her Britannic Majesty's Govern­
mcnt "would desire to attack or ol)press her most ancient and always faithful ally. The 
celebrated statesman, George Canning, said, in one of his eloquent speeches, " Portugal 
has been, is, and always will be, the best point d'appui of England on the Continent." 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) LAVRADIO. 

:No. 39. 

Lord J. Russell to Count Lavradio. 

Foreign Office, October 13, 1860. 
'I'HE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note 

addressed to him on fhe 13th ultimo by Oount Lavradio, replying to a comm"Lmication 
addressed by the Undersigned to the Oount Lavradio on the 28th J uly last. 

It is not the intention of the Undersigned to enter on the present occasion into 
any discussion on the validity of the territorial claims of Portugal on the West Ooast 
of Africa. The views which Her Majesty's Government entertain with respect to those 
claims have been fully set forth in the correspondence which took place between the 
two Governmeuts in the years 1855 and 1856, and there is nothing stated in Oount 
Lavradio's note of the 13th ultimo which in any way alters the opinions already 
express eel by Her Majesty's Government on this subject. 

The Undersigned cannot, however, avoid expressing his regret that Count 
Lavradio should have taken exception to the terms of the communication addressed to 
him by the U ndcrsigned on the 28th J uly last. 

'fhe paragraph which Oount Lavradio characterizes as being couched in harsh 
terms, rarely used in diplomatic correspondence, and as offensive to the dignity and 
independence of the Portuguese nation, is the following :-

" Any attempt to extend that occllpation to other parts of the coast would be 
opposed by Her Majesty's naval forces. Instructions in this sense were given at the 
timc to the Commandel"~, of Her Majesty's cruizers on the West Ooast of Africa, and 
the Portuguese authorities at Ambriz and at Angola have, on more than one occasion 
since 1855, been informed by British officers of the existence of such instructions when 
quest,ions have been raisecl with regard to the extent of Portuguese jurisdiction. 
'1'h08C inst~'uctions are s~ill in force, and I can therefore only express my hope that no 
attempt "will be made, eIther by the Oommanders of ::my Portuguese ships of war, or 
by the auth?l'ities at the neighbouring port of Ambriz, to interfere with any British 
yesscls trndmg to Kin8embo, or with British subjects settled at that place, as such 
mter£erence would be opposed by Her Majesty's naval forces." 

The U ndersif?necl disclaims on his own part, and on that of H er Majesty's 
Gover:nlll:ent., any ll~tention in what is stated in the paragraph above quoted to offend 
the chgmty?r the mclepenclence of the Portuguese Orown, nor does he think that 
when the Clrcumstances are considered under which it was written that it will 
bear the interpretation put upon it by Count Lavradio. ' 



62 

C'0l1l1t LaHac1io cannot hut be ::nmre that a communication in terms idcntical 
witb !llose now complained of ,ms made to the Portuguese Government in 185G, by 
Her ~Iajesty's )Iinister at Lisbon, ,Tithout its hayin~ been taken exception to .b~· ~he 
Portugucse Government, and if thc Undersigned agam referred to that commUl1lCatlOn 
in his ~letter of the 28th July, he did so only because Count Layrnc1io in.J1is note of 
the 9th July last stated that Kinsembo appertained to the Portuguese Crol'i'll, and 
appeared to intimate that the Bl'itish ship " ~h'erige" and other British ,essels trading 
to that port with arms and ammunition ,Tould be liable to be seized and confiscated by 
Portuguese authorities. 

If these statements had been left unnoticed by the Undersigned, his silence might 
ha,e been interpreted as implying acquiescence on the part of Hcr :Majesty's 
Government in a claim which this country has hitherto iUYnl'ia.bly dcnied, a,nd it was 
with a .. iew to preTent the complications that might arise from thc seizure by the 
Portuguese authorities of British ,cssels trading with ports oyer which Hcr J\Iajesty'R 
Government do not admit thc right of Portugal to exercisc jurisdiction, that the 
Undersignec1 reminded Coud Lavrac1io of the nature of the instructions with which the 
Commanders of Her )Iajcsty's cruizers on the African coast ha,e bcen and still are 
furnished, and the U ndcrsigned cannot but exprcss his disappointment that Count 
Lavrac1io should have put so harsh a construction upon a warning which was giyen in 
a friendly spirit towards the Portuguese Go\ernment. 

Having made this disclaimer, the Undersigned will now offer a few obseryations 
with regard to that part of Count Lavradio's note of thc 13th ultimo in which Count 
Lavradio maintains that because part of the cargo of the ship" Svcrige" was composed 
of arms and ammunition, therefore that vessel, and others with similar cargoes, wllich 
have ah'eady departed, or are about to sail from Li,erpool for thc African coast, must 
eitber be intended for employment in the Slave Trade, or to ca,rry arms and ammuni­
tion to the enemies of Portugal. 

In tbis lattcr casc, Count Lavradio states tha,t the Goyernment of His Most 
Faithful Majesty has an indisputablc right to confiscate such ,essels and their cargoes ; 
and Count Lavradio adds, that Her Majesty's Government, in view of the events that 
have taken place near Ambriz at the beginning of this year, ought to prevent British 
subjects from sending such supplies of arms. 

The Undcrsigned cannot admit the conclusions arrived at b Count Lavradio. 
It may doubt less be true that arms amI ammunition are bartered away by the 

European and American slave-dealcrs in exchange for slaves, but the samc may be 
said of nearly every other article imported into Africa; and a vossel carrying an 
assorted cargo of Manchester or American goods might, with equal justice, be accused 
of being destined for the Sla,e Trade, because such goods are extensively used by the 
slave-dealers in thc purchase of slaves. 

Moreover, it is to be observed that the importation of such articles is not confined 
to the port of Kinsembo, but that such articles form a large portion of the trade with 
Africa even at places where the Slave Trade no longer exists; and, although it cannot 
he denied that the possession of a.rms by the natives not unfrequently leads to unfor­
tunate results, it cannot be expected that Her JHajesty's Goyernment should interfere 
to stop an important branch of commerce, carried on by British merchants with 
independent native territories, merely becausc it may happen that the arms exported 
to those territories may in the course of trade find their way into the hands of tribes 
hostile to Portugal. 

The Undersigned, in conclusion, has the honour to statc that hc must repudiate 
the charge of abuse of power and oppression towards a faithful ally which Count 
Lavrac1io brings against Her Majesty's Government, on account of their refusal to 
acknowledge what Her Majesty's Government consider the unfounded territorial claims 
of Portugal on the West Coast of AfTica; and he cannot help adding that, in the opinion 
of Her Majesty's Government, the interests of Portugal ,yould be far better consulted by 
developing the resources of the vast territories which she already possesses in Africa, 
than by seeking to extend a barren sovereignty over further tracts of country on that 
Continent, which can only be acquired by violence and bloodshed. 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 40. 

Count Lavradio to Lord Stanley.-(Received August 20.) 

(Translation.) Portuguese Legation, London, August 20, 1867. 
'l'HE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 

Most Faithful Majesty, by virtuc of tile orders which he has received from his Govern­
ment, has the honour to bring under the notice of his Excellency Lord Stanley, 
Principal Secretary of State to Her Britannic Majesty in the Department of }'oreign 
Affairs, the events which occurred in February last at Mangue Grande. 

Mangue Grande is a village situated on the Western Coast of Africa, in the 
territory belonging to the Crown of Portugal, to the north of Ambriz, but whose 
inhabitants, excepting those of the four factories belonging to the Portuguese, are 
blacks. 

On the 23rd February last the war-steamer "Antelope," belonging to Her 
Britannic Majesty's navy, was anchored before Mangue Grande, and a barge put off 
from her on that day from which three officers landed, one of them being John Bruce, 
the commander of the vessel. These officers, after having been received in a very 
friendly manner by some of the Portuguese merchants residing there, betook them­
selves to the natives in order to obtain from them the provisions which they needed. 
A pig and some sheep were, in fact, brought to them, for which the English officers 
wanted to pay with a lot of empty bottles, which the blacks would not accept, and 
they refused to deliver the provisions in exchange for things that were of no value to 
them. Notwithstanding some accounts which the Undersigned has before him, he 
does not venture to assert that the English officers used violence to get possession of 
the pig which the blacks had first offered to them, and that that was the causc of the 
unfortunate quarrel which took place between the English and the blacks. What 
seems certain is, that the English officers, finding that they could not get the empty 
bottles accepted, resolved to return on board the" Antelope;" but when the barge was 
turning it upset, and the blacks, seeing the English busy in saving the barge, tried, as 
it seems, to get hold of some of the things that the sea was washing ashore. On this 
a terrible conflict arose between the English and the blacks, provoked by one of the 
English officers, who killed a black man, son of one of the principals of the village, who 
was running away with a carpet belonging to the barge, and one of the three English 
officers was slightly wounded by the blacks. 

On the following day, the 24th February, five armed boats put off from the 
steamer" Antelope," and they broke out into a destructive fire on the village as they 
approached the shore, subsequently landing a force, which succeeded in destroying and 
burning the village, including two out of the four Portuguese factories which were 
established there. The resistance made by the blacks to this unjust and unexpected 
attack was very feeble. 

Besides the two Portuguese factories burnt by the English, there were two others 
which were spared by them, but which afterwards came to destruction, whether by 
the blacks or the English is not known; it is stated by one, that the latter, before 
destroying the factories, carried off the merchandize that was in them to take it on 
board the" Antelope." The fact is unquestionable that from the groundless provoca. 
tion given by the Commander of the steamer" Antelope," the result was the entire 
destruction of the four Portuguese factories, the value of which, according to the 
accompanying document, was 66,000,000 reals, or 14,500l., little more or less. 
It is possible tllat this may be an exaggerated valuation, and therefore the Undersigned, 
in claiming from Her Britannic Majesty's Government, in the name and by order of 
the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, an equitable indemnification for the 
Portuguese subjects whose property has been dest.royed at Mangue Grande by a series 
of outrages perpetrated by the Commander of the steamer "Antelope," does not 
vent?-I:e to fix t~e quantum of the indemnification, which can only be done after 
obtammg more CIrcumstantial information. 

No doubt Her Britannic Majesty's Government will have been already informed 
of the letter which the Commander of the steamer "Antelope" addressed on the 
16th March to the Commander of the Portuguese schooner" Conde de Penha firme; " 
nevertheless, the Undersigned takes the liberty of sending his Excellency Lord 
Stanley a copy of that letter, because it is deduced from the said Commander's own 
staten:ents: I, that ~e burnt and destroyed Mangue Grande, where four Portuguese 
factones were established, without previous notice to those factories of his furious 
determination; 2, that when he landed the first time, the Portuguese could not ask 
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him for protection, because they could not foresee the conflict which he provoked; 
3. that as the Commander found all the Portuguese factories destroyed im~llediately 
after the bombanlmellt of the village, it is not credible that that destruction could 
have been effected by the Llacks, who could not e,Tcn have retul'ned to thc place 
where :Mangue Grande had been; 4, tha.t after the bombardment, tbe Portuguese, 
who not only had already lost their property, but had fled, could not ask for help from 
the English force. 

These considerations appeal' to the U ndel'signed worthy of the serious attention 
of Lord Stanley, and the Undersigned, knowing' the justice with which TIel' Britannic 
Majesty's Government is in the habit of proceeding, is smc that it will hasten to 
acknowledge the right which the Portuguese subjects have to indemnification from 
Her Britannic Majesty's Government for the value of their property, which has been 
unjustly and violently destroyed by the Commander of the steamer "Antelope," of 
Her Britannic Majesty's navy. 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) LAVHADIO. 

Inclosme 1 in No. 40. 

MM. de Amarante, Rangel, de Gouvea, and da Silva to the Governor-General of the 
PTovince. 

(Translation. ) 
Illustrious and Excellent Senhor, Loanda, MaTch 12, 1867. 

TO your Excellency, as Delegate of the Royal Power, and as Governor-General 
of this Province of Angola, the Undersigned, Portuguese subjects, merchants 
established on the coast to the north of this city at the place called Mangue Grande, 
territory belonging to the Crown of Portugal, respectfully come to present the accom­
panying protest, which the petitioners have made with the legal formalities against 
the Commander, officers, and crew of the war-steamer " Antelope," belonging to Her 
Majesty the Queen of the United K ingdom of Great Britain, for losses and damages 
caused to the petitioners by the said Commander, officers, and crew on the morning of 
the 24th February last, when, without the respect due to the Portuguese flag (which 
the petitioners immediately hoisted), and against the most sacred law of nations, they 
attacked, burned, and entirely destroyed the foUl' establishments for lawful commerce 
which the petitioners, with the sanction of this General Government, had established 
at the aforesaid place, Mal1gue Grande. 

The petitioners had not given the slightest cause, nor had they in any way 
provoked such an unheard-of and unjust outrage. They do but just know that the 
cause of such proceedings may have been a quarrel or disagreement between an officer 
and some seamen of the aforesaid steamer and the black natives on the afternoon of 
the day before the 24th, a quarrel in whieh neither the petitioners nor their servants 
took part, nor were even present. 

The petitioners seeing the attack directed by the disembarked force against the 
native villages, which were at a little distance from their establishments, could hardly 
suppose that they would be afterwards the expiatory victims for the crime of those 
natives, if crime there were, and that their valuable establishments would be entirely 
destroyed and bLU'ned by the forces of a vessel of war belon!)ing to a friendly nation, 
the ancient ally of Portugal. This, too, without previolL'3 intimation or notice, though 
it is certain that the Commander knew very well that the factories burned and 
destroyed belonged to Portuguese subjects, for on the day before he had been in one of 
them, and had been well received and entertained there. And so sudden was the attack 
that the petitioners, to escape death, precipitately abandoned their respective establish­
ments, hardly carrying with them the ordinary clothes which they wore, and were 
thus reduced to misery. The petitioners knowing that your Excellency, as soon as 
you had information of this lamentable occmrence, very providently sent a con­
fidential person to take official proceedings in the matter, therefore abstain, for fear of 
being charged with partiality, from relating in this short statement what they saw and 
were present at. 

The petitioners send a duplicate of the protest in case yom Excellency should 
consider that it ought to be communicated to Her Britannic Majcsty's Consul, seeing 
that the petitioners cannot give intimation of it, with the legal formalities, to the 
Commander, officers, and crew of the steamer "Antelope," because that ship belongs 
to the English cruizers on this coast. 

Wherefore the petitioners request and beg that yom Excellency may be pleased 
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to lay this Petition and the accompanying protElst before His Majesty the King, in 
order that by leO'al and proper means there may be demanded from whomsoever is 
liable the sum of 66,000,000 reals, as indemnification fo), injuries, losses, and dam9ges, 
with interest thereon to the time of liquidation, to all which the petitioners consider 
themselves entitled. 

(Signed) ANTONIO TEIXEIRA DE AMARANTE. 
IGNACIO DAB OHAGAS MOREIRA RANGEL. 
ANTONIO DE GOUV])A. 
CAETANO MONTEIRO DA SILVA. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 40. 

Protest made by Antonio Teixeira Amarante, Antonio de Gouvea, for himself and for 
his partner, Jose Gomes Netto, Ignacio das Chagas Moreira Rangel, for himself 
and as agent of the English subject, John Joachim Monteiro and Caetano 
Monteiro da Silva, against the present Commander, officers, and crew of the 
English war-steamer" Antelope," all as hereunder declared :* 

KNOW all who see this public instrument of protest, or whatever it may be better 
called by law, that, in the year from the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven, on the sixth day of the month of March in the said 
year, in this city of San Paulo d'Assump9ao de Loanda, Province of Angola, and in my 
office, established in one of the chambers of the house, which serves for the Judicial 
Oourt of First Instance, in Dom Miguel de Mello Street, appeared in their own persons 
Antonio 'l'eixiera de Amarante, Antonio de Gouvea, for himself and for his partner, 
Jose Gomes Netto, Ignacio das Ohagas Moreira Rangel, for himself and as agent of the 
English subject, John Joachim Monteiro and Caetano Monteirot da Silva, all 
Portuguese subjects and merchants, dwelling and established on the coast to the north 
of this city, at the place called Mangue Grande, and all persons known to me, the 
Notary, and to the witnesses hereafter named and subscribed, to which I bear 
witness. 

And then by the said deponents, Antonio Teixeira Amarante, Antonio de Gouvea, 
Ignacio das Chagas Morei.ra Rangel, and Caetano Monteiro da Silva, in my presence 
and in that of the same witnesses, it was said by each for himself, that in this form 
and by the best way of law, they solemnly protested against the present Commander, 
officers, and crew (names unknQwn) of the war-steamer "Antelope," belonging to 
Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, and in default of those, directly against the 
Government of the same nation, or against whomsoever that may be liable by law for 
all the injuries, losses, and damages to them the protestors, caused by the aforesaid 
Commander, officers, and crew of the said steamer "Antelope," on the 24th day of 
"February last past, in their factories or houses of business established by authority of the 
Portuguese Government in that place, Mangue Grande, which factories, and all that in 
them was of merchandize, business effects, utensils, &c., were burned and entirely 
destroyed by the bombardment from on board the aforesaid steamer, and by the forces 
thereof landed on the aforesaid 24th February in the morning, those proceedings 
having been taken by the aforesaid Commander, officers, and crew, without previous 
notice or intimation, and without cause or provocation on the part of them the 
protestors or of their servants, without respect to the bi-colour flag of the Portuguese 
nation, which they, the protestors, immediately caused to be hoisted on their respective 
establishments and dwellings, and against the most sacred law of nations, and in dero­
gation of the respect due to allied and friendly nations. ]<'urthermol'e, it \Vas said by 
the same protestors that being obliged, to escape certain death, to abandon precipitately 
their houses, establishments, and all that was therein, including commercial papers and 
books, they protest that they claim and demand from the above-mentioned, or whom­
soe,er is legally liable, as indemnification for injuries, losses, and damages, to each for 
his own part, as follows :-The protestor, Antonio Teixeira Amarante the sum of 
15,000,000 reals, good Portuguese money, and interest thereon, till the final payment; 
value of the property, goods, business effects, utensils, furnitme, &c., which he had in 
his establishment. Item: Antonio de Gouvea, for himself and for his partner, Jose 
Gomes Netto? 20,000,000 of the aforesaid money, and interest. Item: Ignacio das 
Chagas :Morella Rangel, for himself, and as agent of the English subject, John Joachim 

.. Token from the Notarial Book. folio 5. 
t Left out in Portuguese copy. 
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Monteiro 15 000 000 of the aforesaid money, and interest. Item: Caotano :Monteiro , , , . 
da Silva 16 000 000 of the aforesaid monev and mterest. 

And a;corcling as they so said and declared, I , as Notary of this city, and by virtue 
of my office, have ~taken from them and received, in the n.ame ?f the prrse.nt and the 
absent, and of whom it may concern, the 1) resent protest III thIS my notal'lal book, to 
which I refer, and I have given to each an instrtUllent in due form. 

Witnesses present throughout :-
Antonio Jose Tavira and Manuel J os6 Ferreira, the former a merchant, the latter 

a clerk in my office, who, after this had been read before all the aforesaid protestors, 
who f(,und it correct in ali, signed it with me. 

(Signed) MIGUEL AUGUSTO LOBATO PIRES, 
Notary, who wrote the above, and has signed it in public. 

(The signature of the Notary follows, and the signatures legally certified.) 

Inclosure 3 in No. 40. 

Commodore Bruce to the Commander oj the" Earl de Penha finne." 

Sir, "Antelope," at Ambrizete, March 16, 1867. 
I HA VE to acknowledge the receipt of yom letter of this day's date relative to 

the proceedings of Her Britannic Majesty's ship I command, at Mangue Grande, on 
the 23rd and 24th February, and I have the honom to inform you, for information of 
his Excellency the Governor-General of Angola, that Her Britannic Majesty's Com­
missioner at Loanda, and the Senior Officer of Her Britannic Majesty's ships on the 
southern division, are in possession of a full and detailed account of my proceedings on 
t.hose days. 

I would inform his Excellency that the night I landed and was in want of 
assistance these Portuguese gentlemen ncither offered any, nor did they remonstrate 
with the natives when the British flag was fired upon. With reference to they not 
having been informed of my intention to bombard the village they must have kno'wn 
that such was to be the case, as a heavy fire was opened on the boats immediately 
they approached the shore, and was continued some three hours before it was responded 
to; it was therefore impossible to have communicated with the shore without risk of 
a great loss of life. Strict orders were given to respect the houses displaying flags, 
which was duly done, but in consequence of a heavy fire opened from two houses 
having flags at their mast-heads, but of no nationality, they were destroyed. 

The Portuguese factories were not molested in any way, and before leaving the 
shore I had an interview with the Portuguese gentlemen. Therefore if they had 
required protection I should immediately have afforded it, but they did not ask for it. 
The next day I landed with the intention of offering any assistance to the Portuguese 
they required, but found the factories destroyed. 

The flag of His Most Faithful Majesty was strictly respected. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) J . M. BRUCE. 

No. 41. 

Lord Stanlel} to Mr. Harriss. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 21, 1867. 
I HA VB received from Her Majesty's Commissioner and Consul at Loanda, 

and from the Admiralty, papers having reference to the destruction by the boats of 
Her Majesty's ship "Antelope" of some native villages at Mangue Grande, on the 
West Coast of Africa, in the month of February last. 

There are two questions involved in this correspondence: one a claim for losses 
alleged to have been sustained by Portuguese subjects in consequence of the destruc­
tion of their property by the operations of the boats of the "Antelope;" the other a 
claim put forward on behalf of the Portuguese Crown by ooth the Governor-General 
of Angola and the Portuguese Naval Commander-in-chief, to the sovereignty of the 
territory lying between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude, within· which the town of 
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Mangue Grande, where the attack by the boats of the "Antelope" took place, is 
situated. 

It is not my intention to enter on the present occasion into the merits of the 
claim for losses alleged to have been sustained by Portuguese subjects, which Her 
Majesty's Government will be prepared to deal with when brought forward through 
the propel' chan~el by th~ Po.rtug~ese Government, an~ ~ou will not, therefore, enter 
into any discussIOn on this pom.t wIth the ~ortuguese Mmister. 

But with regard to the claIm now agam put forward on behalf of the Portuguese 
Crown to the sovereignty of the territory lying between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude, 
it will be right that you should ask for some explanation from the Government of His 
Most Faithful Majesty, because, if no notice is taken of this claim, it may lead to 
serious differences between the British and Portuguese naval forces on the West 
African Station, as the instructions which were issued in 1856 to the British naval 
Commanders to prevent the occupation by the Portuguese of the territory in question 
still hold good, and will be acted upon if necessary. 

I have accordingly to desire that you will call the attention of the Portuguese 
Government to this matter, and in doing so you will state that Her Majesty's Govern­
ment take the same view now of this claim that they did in 1855-56, when the 
question was formerly discussed between the two Governments; and you will express 
a hope that such instructions will be issued to the Portuguese authorities on the 
African coast as will prevent the serious differences that might arise if any attempt 
were made on the part of the Portuguese naval forces to occupy any part of the 
territory in dispute. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) STANLEY. 

No. 42. 

Mr. Harriss to Lord Stanley.-(Received September 2.) 

My Lord, Lisbon, August 28, 1867. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the note which I have 

addressed to M. Casal Ribeiro, in accordance with your Lordship's instructions, to 
call the attention of the Portuguese Government -to the claim which has been put 
forward, in correspondence respecting the proceedings of Her Majesty's ship 
" Antelope" at Mangue Grande in :February last, on behalf of the Portuguese 
Crown by the Portuguese authorities on the West Coast of Africa to certain territory • 
between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. ,Po HARRISS. 

Inclosure in No. 42. 

Mr. Harriss to Senhor Ribeiro. 

M. Ie Ministre, Lisbon, August 28, 1867. 
IT will be within your Excellency's recollection that in the month of February 

last some native villages were destroyed at Mangue Grande, on the West Coast of 
Africa, by the boats of Her Majesty's ship "Antelope, and it will doubtless be within 
your Excellency's knowledge that this circumstance led to a correspondence between 
the Governor-General of Angola and Her Majesty's Consul at Loanda, and also between 
the Portuguese Naval Commander-in-chief and the Senior Officer of Her Majesty's 
naval forces. 

Your Excellency will not, therefore, be unaware that in the above-mentioned 
correspondence a claim was put forward on behalf of the Portuguese Crown to the 
sovereignty of the territory lying between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude, within which 
is situated the town of Mangue Grande, where the attack by the boats of the 
" Antelope" took place. 

In the protest of the 14th March last which the Governor-General forwarded to 
Hel'Majesty's Consul at Loanda, but which that Consul was unable to receive as the 
act against which ihe protest was directed did not occur within his Consular j~risdic-
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tion the Governor-General referred to the "rights of sovereignty which the Crown of 
Portugal possesses all along the coast to 5° 12' soutll latitude, within which Mangue 
Grande is included." 

In his letter of the 19th 1\1arch last to the Senior Officer of Hcr Majesty's naval 
forces on the West Coast of Afrina the Commander of the Portugnese naval forces 
likewise referred to the disembarkation of armed men fr0111 the boats of the 
" Antelope" as having taken place in "territory recognized as Portuguese dominion." 

As a claim to the sovereignty of the territory lying between 5° 12' and 8° south 
latitude has thus again been put forward on behalf of the Portuguese Crown, Her 
Majesty's Government have deemed it right to ask for some explanation from the 
Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, inasmuch as such a claim, if it were to 
remain unnoticed, might lead to serious differences between the British and POl'tu­
guese naval forces on the ,Vest Coast of Africa, for in the instructions llsuaUy issued ~o 
British Naval Commanders since the year 1856, in which a similar claim was discussed 
between the two Governments, no alteration has been made of such a nature as to enable 
them to recognize the territory in question as Portuguese dominion. 

I am accordingly instructed by Lord Stanley to call your Excellency'S attention 
to this matter, and, in so doing, I am to state to you that Her Majesty's Government 
are unaware of any considerations which might tend to enable them to take a different 
view now of this claim from that which they took in 1855-56, when the question was 
formerly discussed bbtween the two Governments. 

Your Excellency will perceive that under these circumstances seriom; differences, 
which Her Majesty's Government would extremely regret, might arise on the African 
coast if, in consequence of the claim which has been officially put forward by POl'tu­
guese authorities on that coast, any attempt were to be made on thc part of thc 
Portuguese naval forces to occupy any part of the territory in question. 

I am therefore further instructed to express to your Excellency a hope that such 
instructions will be issued to the Portuguese authorities on the African coast as will 
prevent the occurrence of any such serious differences. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) J. P. HA;RRISS. 

No. 43. 

Lord Stanley to Count Lavradio. 

M. Ie Comte, Foreign Office, September 13, 1867. 
HER Majesty's Government have had under their consideration yom note of the 

20th ultimo, in which, by the instruction of yOUl' Government, you have claimed com­
pensation for the losses sustained by Portuguese merchants, whose factories were 
destroyed either during or in consequence of an attack by the boats of Her Majesty's 
ship" Antelope" upon Mangue Grande. 

Her Majesty's Government regret to observe that your note commences with the 
statement that Mangue Grande is a village in the territory belonging to the Crown of 
Portugal, on the West Coast of Africa. 

This statement is one which Her Majesty's Government cannot admit, and as the 
subject has already been discussed between the two Governments, I beg to refer you, 
for the opinions held by Her Majesty's Government, to a note addressed to you by the 
Earl of Clarendon on the 26th November, 1853. 

Under these circumstances, Her Majesty's Government must decline to discuss 
the events which took place at Mangue Grande on the 23rd February, on which day 
you do not represent that any damage occurred to the persons or property of any 
Portuguese merchants residing at that village. 

I must, however, inform you that with regard to the events which occurred at 
Mangue Grande, both on the 23rd and 24th February last, in which the Commander 
and crews of Her Majesty's ship "Antelope" took part, Her Majesty's Government, 
from information on which it relies, attaches to them a character which varies most 
materially in all important points from the view which you have formed from the 
accounts placed before you. 

With respect to the events of the 24th February, I have to express to you the 
regret of Her Majesty's Government that property belonging to Portuguese merchants 
should ha,'e been destroyed or damaged during the operations" which were provoked 
iIond rendered immediately necessary by the hostile aggressions of the native 
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inhabitants of that village and neighbourhood who opened fire upon the boats of 
Her Majesty's ships as t~ey ~ppr~ached the sho~e .. But Her Majest;ts Government 
has iDformation, upon whICh lt relIes, that no bUIldmg or house at Mangue Gradne, 
if any such was a POl'tug'uese factory, or was the property of a Portuguese me:'chant, 
was damaO'ed or destroyed on that day unless fire had been first opened from It upon 
Her Maje~ty's officers and mp,n, and it had become necessary for them, in self-defence, 
to silence such fire. Her Majesty's Government has also received information, upon 
which it relies, that the only two buildings or houses which had the appearance of 
being Portuguese factories, the Portuguese national flag being displayed upon them, 
were scrupulously respected during the events of the 24th February, and remained 
uninjured at the time when Her Majesty's officers and men returned to Her Majesty's 
ship" Antelope" on the evening of that day; and that after the fire of the natives 
had been silenced on that day, the Portuguese occupants of those two houses, upon 
which the national flag of Portugal was displayed, communicated freely with Her 
Majesty's officers before they returned to their ship, and did not ask for protection 
nor intimate any apprehension of the violence to which you represent them to llave 
been afterwards exposed. 

Her Majesty's Government observe that you admit that it is not known how 
these two houses came to destruction, and I cannot, therefore, refrain from expressing 
to you their regret that you should have placed faith in the statement made by some 
person, whom you do not name, that Her Majesty's officers and men, before destroying 
the factories, carried off the mer;::handize that was in them to take it on board the 
" Antelope;" and I must repeat to you, M. Ie Comte, that Her Majesty's Government 
has information, upon which it fully relies, that the two houses or factories above 
mentioned, upon which alone the national flag of Portug'al was exhibited, were 
perfectly uninj"LU'ed, and had not been plundered when Her Majesty's officers and men 
re-embarked in their boats on the evening of the 24th February; and, moreover, that 
on the morning of the 25th February the Commander of Her Majesty's ship 
" Antelope," on landing at Mangue Grande for the purpose of offering protection or 
assistance to the occupants of the two house;;; or factories above mentioned, if any 
should be needed, found that they hau been destroyed from the rear du~'ing the night 
and were empty, and that the Portuguese occupants had abandoned them, but under 
what circumstances he was unable to ascertain. 

With reference, M. Ie Comte, to your representation that the Commander of Her 
Majesty's ship "Antelope" proceeded to destroy Mangue Grande without previous 
notice to the Portuguese factories of his determination to do so, I must inform you 
that the native inhabitants commenced firing upon Her Majesty's boats before they 
reached the shore on the 24th February, and that after the fire of the natives had been 
silenced by the return fire of the boats so as to enable Her Majesty's officers and 
crews to land, the natives recommenced firing upon them on shore, and obliged them, 
in self-defence, to return the fire and to dislodge the natives from the shelter in the 
villages, an operation which could not be effected without the destruction of many 
huts and of the buildings from which fire had been previously opened upon Her 
Majesty's officers and men. 

I cannot conclude this note, M. Ie Comte, without renewing to you the assurance 
that it is the earnest wish of Her Majesty's Government, for the fulfilment of which 
they have from time to time issued the necessary instructions, that Her Majesty's 
officers and ~en should give efficient protection, in case of need, to Portuguese 
merchants l'esibing beyond the territories of the Crown of Portugal upon the West 
Coast of Africa, and I think it is but fair that I should inform you that the 
Commander of Her Majesty's ship "Antelope" took occasion, on sailing northward 
from ]Hangue Grande, to send his boats' crew on shore wherever any houses were 
visible with a view to offer such protection, and that his services were accepted and 
gratefully acknowledged by the occupatns of the Portuguese factories at Cabeca de 
Cobra on the occasion of their being attacked by the natives on the 27th February. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STANLEY. 
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No. 44. 

Senhol" Corro to the Duke de Saldanha.-( COlJlmunicated 10 the Em'Z of Derby by 
StnhoT Quilimal1, Janua ry :J4, 18iti.) 

(Translation. ) 
Your Excellencv, Li;sbon, December 4, 1875. 

IN a despatch dated the 25th August last the Governor·General of Ang.ola 
COl11muuicateu to the ~linistr:v of Uarine that fill English naval force ,,'flS collectmg 
at Zaire, under the command' of Commodore Hewett, for the pm'pose of chastising the 
Mossorongo blacks, who, in January of the current year, had sacked and burned ~he 
British schooner "Geraldine," and assassinated four of her crew. Along wIth 
Commodore Hewett, Captain Hawkins, British Consul at Loanda, embarked, who, 
when announcing his return to the Governor-General on the 21st September, informed 
him that the expedition had succeeded in punishing the pirates, destroying some 
villages on the banks of the river which served them as asylum. This act practised 
by the naval forces of Her Britannic Majesty, which, as might be presumed from the 
manner in which it was done, without previous agreement with the Government of 
His Majesty, thus tending to a violation of the rights reserved in the Conventions 
existing between Portugal and Great Britain, naturally attracted the attention of the 
Portuguese Government. 

Confiding in the sentiments of reciprocal good-will that for so long a time 
happily have animated the relationship hetween the two countries, the Government of 
His Majesty did not for a single moment repute the act to which I allude a deliberate 
aggression, but simply considered it, believing that Her Britannic Majesty's Govern­
ment would not disavow this interpretation, the inevitable consequence of the 
indecision in which circumstances contrary to its desires had placed the question raised 
in 1846 by the British Government as to the territories situated to the north of Angola. 
'1'he inference, then, that Her Majesty's Government drew from the act of Commodore 
Hewett was chiefly that the necessity existed for settling this question in a definite 
manner, one raised in manifest contradiction to the historical traditions, confirmed by 
long years of usage, and in clear opposition to the inevitable tradition of previous 
Treaties. 

The intention that animates the Portuguese Government to renew now the nego­
tiation that has been pending for so many years is to promote an accord between the 
two Governments which &hall bring the question to a solution conformable to their 
mutual interests, and of a na.tllre to assure to that region, with the maintenance of 
peace, the repression of piracy, liberty, and the necessary facility of commerce to all 
civilized nations, and the beneficent action of a regular Government. 

The Government of His "Majesty opines that it cannot, without manifest injustice, 
attribute to a sentiment of hostility on the part of Great Britain, to whom Portugal 
has for centuries been attached in the closest alliancc by indissoluble ties, the doubts 
and objections frequently put forward by some statesmen that since 1846 have 
directed the Department of Foreign Affairs of Great Britain with respect to the terri­
tories which form the northern limit of the Province of Angola. Sincere suspicions 
that the restrictive system then preached and followed, contributed but indifferently 
to dispel, of seeing repeated obstacles put in the way of British commerce being 
freely exercised in those regions, fears of feeling itself confined by the employment 
and wholesome activity of the cruizers of the two countries acting in l.\ccord for the 
extinction of the Slave '1'rade, were, it is manifest, the sole cause of those difficulties 
that England for long years opposed to the fact of the occupation by Portuguese 
troops of the cited portion of the African coast, although she could not, in presence of 
the Treaties' clauses, make legitimatc opposition to our right. We have undeniable 
testimony of this in the unsuspicious assertions of the British Government, which are 
contained principally in the note from Lord Palmerston to the Baron de Moncorvo on 
the 30th November, 1846, and in the notes of the British Representatives in Lisbon of 
the 17th April, 1855, and of the 8th September of the same year, to which I refer 
more fully in the Memorandum which I have the honour to remit to your Excellency 
along with the present dispatch. 

'1'he years that have passed by until now have entirely changed the face of affairs 
as rrgards the question. 

'rIle Sb,c '1'rade ll}a.y' be considered as entirely extinct at tbjs part of the African 
coast, oUl' occLlIlation of Ambriz having contributec1largely to this end. The ports of 
the Province of Angola are open, without exception, to the trade of allllations. 

'1'he Portuguese Government is not only disposed to maintain, but also to enlarge 
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at all points where it has reserved its rights of sovereignty, and which, in future, it 
may occupy, those facilities and that security which were conceded in Ambriz, and 
which experience had shown to be an indisputable advantage in promoting the increase 
of foreign commerce. The Portuguese Goycrnment entertains a profound conviction 
that a present accord is attainable, and that between their true and intuitive interests 
and those of the Government of Hel' Britannic Majesty, not only no irreconcilable 
difference exists, but, on the cont~'ary, the completest harmony. ']'he policy of Great 
Britain in Africa may be resumedlll a few words: development, by the propagation of 
the Gospel amongst the African tribes, for so many years deprived of its beneficial 
influence; the spread of British commerce, which, besides being a certain means of 
national prosperity, is an instrument (although a secondary one, of a certainty an 
efficacious one) of securing the increase of the commerce of other civilized nations; 
thus inviting to habits of more' polished usages, conformable to the dictates of 
Christianity, and to the progress of human reason, the indigenous population of the 
south of the Mrican continent. The mode, then, is identical-I am happy to say so-to 
that in which the Portuguese Government understands its interests, identical, then the 
motives, in latter times especially, that have been the incentives of its acts. Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government will certainly have no hesitation in at once admitting 
the truth of this assertion. Amongst the means most conducive to the obtaining this 
exalted object, in the first place there figures the definitive occupation of certain 
selected points of the coast and of the interior. Without this, any means whatever, 
that the most decided benevolence might counsel, and that the best-intentioned 
Government might think fit to apply, would be doubtless of little effect. Thus the 
Portuguese Government opines, and so Her Britannic Majesty's Government under­
stands it, that has never hesitated whenever circumstances demanded or permitted the 
extension of the sphere of her large possessions. But this occupation should be 
efficacious, and that it should not become, by a rivalry hurtful to both countries and 
to the interests of humanity, an useless expenditure of profitable energies, His 
Majesty's Government is of opinion that, in unison with the admitted and recognized 
harmony now existing, there should be mutual accord in the action of the two Govern­
ments. 

To England and to Portugal Providence seems to have assigned the glorious 
mission of civilizing the vast regions of Southern Africa; in fact, no other nation 
occupies territory whi0h in importance or extent can be compared with those which, 
by right, belong to the Crowns of these two nations. That similarity of opinions and 
interests which unite in the strictest alliance the two nations in Europe, HiI' Majesty's 
Government thinks must and ought to produce equally favourable results when they 
are with sincerity united on their African Colonies. And moved hy these con­
siderations, His Majesty's Government, which has resolved on affirming by means of 
actual possession the validity of their reserved rights, thinks it desirable that your 
Excellency should convey to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty the result of 
such deliberation, that it may not be put into execution before the desired agreement. 
It is ~ot alone the conscience of its right, so often vindicated by the express letter of 
Treaties, that has moved the Government of H is Majesty to the resolution referred to. 
Other considerations equally weighty counsel immediate action. Acts of hostility on 
the P3:rt of ~he indigenous population against the persons and property of merchants 
estabhshed III those places of the coast of Africa where garrisons have not as yet been 
appointed are of frequent repetition. The colonial annals of the two countries record 
a long list of facts similar to those which "'ave rise to thc recent EnO'lish interference 
in .Zaire. It is necessary to prevent the ~'epetition of such acts of ~iolence, and the 
qUlckest way of doing so would be again an effective occupation, which, without 
embar~assing with useless trammels the transactions of legitimate commerce, would 
effi~aClously: protect same from the deprt'dations and insults of the natives. Of the 
nations whlCh such an occupation would most immediately interest, Portugal is 
naturalll the one most fitted to carry it out. The traditions of her dominion, the 
occupatlOn for many years, and the vicinity of the other possessions of the Portuguese 
Crown. to t~le south of the point to which I refer, joined to the consciousness of her 
excluslVe nght, are powerful incentives to this enterprise. The relations which our 
Government of Angola have carefully cultivated with the Kinglets of the reO'ions to 
the north of the province are of remote date' as late as 1859 the Governor-Ge~eral of 
Angola,. \'1'i~h the consent and at the requ est of the greatest part of the native 
-populatlOn, lllte:'fered, with armed lorce, to replace the legitiJilate King on the throne, 
who had. been displaced by a bold and successful usurper; such relations will contribute 
necessarily and powerfully to facilitate the task of occupation. 
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Should howe,er these considerations of necessity and convenience (contrary to 
the natural expect;tions of the Portuguese Government) fail. to c~uvinc.e th,e 
Government of Her "Britannic :Majesty of the fitness of such occupatlOn, HIS MfiJ.esty s 
Government still hopes that no objection will in reality be raise.d to the ex~cutlOn o~ 
their intention, which is nothing more than the realization of a rIght tho eXI~tenee of 
which in the Orown of Portugal England expressl;- recognized in the T:'eahes. made 
with Portugal. England, more than any other nation in Europ~, bases Its .pollcy .on 
the immutable grounds of right, It would not, of a surety, be m her dealings WIth 
the most ancient and most faithful of her allies that Great Bl'ituin would choose to 
disavow the opinions and traditionu,l prn.ctices of its Government, which, influenced. on 
all occasions by the severest dictates of morality and right, and its most elevated tItle 
to the respect and esteem of enlightened people. In her relations with other nations, 
Great Britain has for long yeu,rs exercised the noble mission of being' the representative 
and champion of international law; it is due still more to this fact than to the power 
of her vast maritime forces that England owes the great influence she has always 
exercised in the concert of nations. So late as November 1870, whilst replying to 
Sir A. Buchanan that the object of a Treaty was reciprocally to bind the Signatory 
Powers, Lord Granville helel as subversive of right the doctrine by which one of the 
Oontracting Parties subjected the whole question to its own authority, and barely as 
far as concerned itself considered the same binding. Fully convinced that Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government would not by any unjust opposition to the exercise of 
a right consecrated by Treaties desire to call down upon itself the noble censure 
conta.ined in the wmds of the English statesman, the Portuguese Government 
cherishes the well-founded hope that it will see dismissed, for ever, the probable 
cause of future differences, and in consequence a closer union of ties that, to the 
manifest advantage of the two countries, bind His Majesty's Government to that of 
Her Britannic Majesty. 

Your Excellency will be pleased to read this despatch and the Memorandum that 
accompanies it to Lord Derby, u,nd if it be so required, your Excellency may leave 
with him a copy of the two documents. 

God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOAO D'ANDRADE OORVO. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 44. 

Mem01'andum. 
(Translation. ) 

'fHE bases on which Portugal founds her claims to the territories of the western 
coast of Africa comprised between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude are four in 
number :-

1. Priority of discovery. Since the fifteenth century, and the reign of Dom 
J olm II, the Portuguese Crown considers itself, as the Viscount of Santarem clearly 
shows, Sovereign of the coast of Africa situate between the above limits. The 
legitimacy of such claim has never been questioned by the English Government. 

Lord Olarendon even manifestly recognizes it in the note which, on the 26th 
November, 1853, he addressed to Oount Lavradio. . 

2. Occupation often commenced, and repeatedly interrupted, not by foreign 
opposition, legally exercised, or by well-founded doubt as to the validity of the rights 
of the Portuguese Orown, but by considerations, perhaps either economical or political, 
without such temporary interruption, meaning either the rupture of, or desistency 
from, our rights. . 

3. The intention, constantly demonstrated by words and acts; of preserving, even 
in the absence of an effective and lasting possession, the sovereignty of the territories 
comprised within the above-mentioned limits. In the pamphlet written by the 
Viscount de Sa da Bandeira entitled" Faits et Oonsiderations relatifs aux Droits de 
Portugal sur les Territoires de Molembo, Oabinde, et d' Ambriz," a lengthy enumeration 
of these acts may be found. 

Amongst others, the following are some of the most recent: In 1846 three 
Brazilian ships, employed in the Slave Trade, were captured in the vicinity of 
Ambrizette, and condem.ed by the Portuguese Tribunals, as having been taken in 
Portuguese waters. In 1848 the Oommandant of the Portuguese navar station, 
Oordell'o, refused to accept the help of the English forces, when it was proposed to 
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destroy the barl'acoons of slaves established in Ambrizette, alleging as a reason that 
such clestruction should be effected exclusively by Portuguese arms. . 

We may here observe that the expedition was undertaken by Oordeiro at the 
instance of the Oommandant of the English naval station of Angola. 

4. The Treaties and Oonventions made with Great Britain. In Article X of the 
Treaty of Alliance signed in Rio de Janeiro on the 19th February, 1810, tbe rights 
of the Portuguese Orown to the territories of Oabinda and Molembo are explicitly 
recognized. 

It is true that in Article II of the Treaty for the abolition of slavery made in 
Vienna on the 22nd January, 1815, between Portugal and Great Britain, the territories 
upon which in the Treaty of 1810 the rights of the Portuguese Orown are ab~olutely 
recognized n,re therein designated only as being claimed (are claimed) by the said, 
Orown; but in Article II of the Additional Oonvention to said 'l'reaty, made on the 
28th July, 1817, the territories designated as belonging to Portugal are: (1) territories 
of which the Portuguese Orown is actually and effectively in possession (possessed by 
the Crown of Portugal), situated from 8° to 18° south latitude; (2) the territories of 
Oabinda and :IYlolembo, from 5° 1;1' to 8° south latitude, which is not occupied by the 
Portuguese Orown, but upon which she declares to have maintained her rig'hts (has 
maintained her rights). The purport of the cited declcu'ation is manifest-that 
Portugal did not wish that the tacit desistance from her rights should be inferred 
from the fact of non-occupation of the territories now disputed, 

We shall now see how, twenty-nine years afterwards, the British Government 
interpreted the said declaration. In the project of a Treaty which was not concluded, 
negotiated in 1839 by the Viscount de Sa da Bandeira, then Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
on behalf of Portugal, and Lord Howard de Walden, the British Minister in Lisbon, 
on the part of England, a similar reserve is observed. 

It is to be regretted tlmt in the definitive COllvention made on the 25th July, 
1842, for the complete extinction of the Slave Trade, not only 'was it 1lOt sought to fix 
with due precision our rights, but not even was the most distant reference made to a 
subject of so much importance. It was not, however, on account of this reserve that 
the Oonvention of 1839 was not c8rried into effect; it is certain that even at that date 
England did not impugn our rights, which were only subsequently disputed by her, 
and that Oommodore Foote had no grounds whatever for stating, as he stated to the 
Oouncil of Angola on the 28th August, 1843, that our rights of sovereignty had been 
previously denied by Great Britain. 

The earliest doubts raised by England, doubts which shortly afterwards were 
changed into a flat denial of the recognition of our rights, are only coincident with the 
first occasion of the execution of the Oonvention of 1842. The Minister of Marine 
communicated, on the 10th January, 1844, to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, that the 
Commandant of the English naval station, John Foote, had proposed to the Oouncil 
of the Government of Angola a Treaty between Portugal and Great Britain on the one 
side, and the King of Oongo on the other, for the abolition of slavery, and contested 
the Portuguese dominion in some points of the coast of Africa. The date of the pro­
posed Treaty was the 28th August, 1843. It was on this occasion that Foote declared 
he was ignorant of what constituted the northern limits of the Province of Angola, and 
to what points the Portuguese dominion reached. The Oouncil of the Government 
answered him on the following day that the Portuguese Rossessions on that coast 
reached to the north up to Molembo inclusive. The Commodore, in his reply, stated 
that the reserved rights of Portugal had been previouly denied by the Bl'itish Govern­
ment, '1'he Oouncilreplied to this that questions relating to Treaties could be com­
petently argued only between Governments. It is not now easy to say whether Foote 
acted on his own responsibility, or in compliance with instructions from his Govern­
m~nt, What is beyond doubt is that England, as if she adopted the opinions of Foote 
WIth respect to the Portuguese sovereignty in those regions, made a Treaty with the 
French Government, of which the Portuo'uese Government was not informed until 
after ~ignature, .which might justly be d~emed an outrageous violation of the said 
sover01gnty. HIS Majesty's Government, immediately it ,1'as informed hereof through 
its Oharge d' Afl'aires in London, the Baron da Torre de Moncorvo, protested against 
some of the stipulations. 

Five clauses were made the subject of the protests of His Majesty's Government; 
Articles I and II indicate the points on the African coasts wmch should be watched-by 
cruizers of the two Oontracting Governments, namely, British forces in Eastern AfrIca, 
con;tbined forces on the western coast from Oape Verde to 16° 30'; Article IV, 
whlch conf~rred on the Oommanders of the two fleets the faculty of negotiating 
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Treaties with the native Chiefs of part of the said coast for the suppression of the 
Trade; A.rticle VI, which authorized the s3id Commanders to employ, by mutual agree­
ment and in conformity with thc law of nations, tho force neces ' :ll'y to compel the due 
observance of those Treaties, and, should they deem tit, to occupy some of thc points 
indicated; and Article VIII, which conceded b thc cruizcrs the right of verifying the 
nationalitv of suspected ships, &c. The note of Baron de Moncorvo to Lord Aberdeen 
of the 28th June, 1845, who was unaware that such agreement had been made without 
either the consent or previom; knowledge of the Portuguese Government, showed the 
opinion of that Government that such stipulations could nevcr be applicable to the 
territories belonging to the Portuguese Crown and to those wherein Portugal reseryed 
her sovereignty, that they could not make Treaties with the kinglets subject to 
Portuguese dominion, nor occupy any point whatsoever of territory, in violation of the 
rights of Portugal, "who could never become the object of diplomatic transactions 
between two foreign Powers;" and after declaring that Portugal withheld her consent 
to admit France, with whom she had not been in treaty, to have the right of search; 
expressed her conviction that the British Government had not lost sight of the ties 
that bound her by Treaties to Portugal when concluding such Convention. 

In the answer addressed to the Baron da Torre de Moncorvo, Lord Aberdeen 
declared that any hesitation on his part in giving a full and frank explanation as to 
the points of Convention which formed the subject of the note of Baron Moncorvo of 
the 28th June would be but a sorry acknowledgment of the sincere and efficacious 
efforts made by the Portuguese Government to abolish the Traffic; and, answering in 
the most satisfactory terms to the Portuguese dcmands, he added that thc Convention 
in those Articles relating to the operations of the squadrons on the con-st of A.frica, 
"including that part which is under the dominion of the Portuguese Crown, and that 
to which tho reserved rights that have been recognized as appertaining to Portugal, 
refers, was not made to prejudice, in the smallest manner, the rights of Portugal." 
In presence of these frank and categorical declarations, it was n::ttural t.o considcr the 
question of the acknowledgment by Great Britain of the sovereignt)- of Portugal on 
the West Coast of Africa, in conformity with the tenour of the Treaties and ConH'n­
tion above mentioned, once, and for all, settled. Howevel·, ill the C~Llrso of the J1rxt 
year, 1846, it happened that a launoh, belonging to ::tn Englis~l factor;,- established thE'rc, 
suspected of introducing contraband into the country, was ~l' i~.:~l ~ j J tllQ PtOVil: ("C of 
Ambriz. Referring to the capture, the English Consul, .iIII'. Brand, cOlliI>~a i Jl s that 
the limits of our possessions are ill-defined, and that he fC3rs tha t sC'riou ., ( 'mh:1JT:1 S~ ­
ments may occur to the oommerce of his country on this account. Instructions were, 
it would appear, given to the English Charge d' A/hires in Lisbon to reproduC'c such 
complaints, and to say that this intervention of the Portuguese authority, in tho oa"o 
of ships which had not regular papers and custom-house documents, was contestablo 
in the absence of a well-established definition of the confines of the Portuguese 
possessions on the West Coast of Africa. Either the British Government. or its 
Representatives in Lisbon, appear to have forgotten the Trea.ties and Conventions of 
1810, 1815, and 1817, and of the express deelarations of Lord Aberdeen of the 
20th September of the previous year. 

On the 24th November, 1846, on the occasion of a seizure and condemnation to 
which reference is made in the present Memorandum, the British Charge d'Affaires, 
Southern, asserted openly, denying the Treaty alluded to, that the sovereignty and 
jurisdiction of Portugal had only been admitted by the Convention of the 28th July, 
1817, from the 8th degree of south latitude to the 18th on the western coast of 
Afrioa. The inexactitude of this assertion has been shown above. 

At length, Lord Palmerston, thinking that he saw, in the seizure alluded to, that 
Portugal had thereby the intention of fortifying its rights, declared to Baron Moncorvo, 
on the 30th November of the same year, that, whilst he admitted Ambriz to be by 
Great Britain oonsidered as the extreme north of the Portuguese dominions, he did not 
allow to Portugal the sovereignty from 5° 12' to 8° south latitude, although that point 
was situated to the north of the 8th degree. Noone ignores that the port of Ambriz 
was, by its situation, particularly well adapted to the Slave Trade. 

In his despatch of the 29th August, 1843, addressed to the Council of the 
Governor of Angola, Commander John Foote did not hesitate to affirm that, since 
the Treaty of 1842, the Traffic did no more than pass through Angola for the 
territories of the north. . 

Lord Aberdeen, in his already-quoted despatch of the 20th September, oonsidered 
the port of Ambriz as one of those that offered the greatest incentives to the Traffic. 

On the 25th June, 1843, the English Legation proposed to His Majesty's Govern-
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ment the co-operation of the English fleet. to put an ~md to the slave-dep6ts 
at Ambriz. The Portuguese Government reJected the ofter. It was, however, an 
indirect acknowledgment of the Portuguese sovereignty on that part of the coast; 
basin'" their refusal on the fact that the Commander of the Portuguese station had 
instl'l~ctions to destroy the barracoons that existed in that locality, and that he 
believed the force at his disposal was sufficient to that end. 

A similm' offer was made on the 1st November, 1848, on the part of the English 
Commodore to Commander Cordeiro, who replieel that his instructions forbade his 
accepting such co-operati~n: The e~pedition was then successfully carried out by the 
Portuguese naval authontws unassIsted. As early as the 4th March, 1847, Pedro 
Alexandreno, then Governor-General of Angola, had proposed the definitive occupa­
tion of Ambriz in order to put an end to the Sla,ve Traffic, and to the contraband trade 
that, entering that port, afterwards inundated the province, to the great detriment of 
the public revenue. 

It was intended to carry this into effect in 1850; but it was only • on the 
20th January, 1855, that Ministerial orders were issued to the Governor-General of 
Angola, giving him instructions as to the definitive occupation. After this there 
followed, on the part of England, repeated complaints and energetic reclamations. 
On the 17th April, 1855, the Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Britannic Majesty in 
Lisbon, Pakenham, wrote to His Majesty's Government that the English Government 
was infOl'med that Governor Amaral had communicated to Commodore Adams his 
intention of proceeding to the immediate occupation of Molembo, and that Adams 
had protested against such intention; i,hat he had received instructions to assert that 
the act of the said Commodore had been approved of; and added that the Govern­
ment of Her Majesty had often declared to the Government of His Most Faithful 
Majesty that it ought to maintain the right of non-interference with that part of 
Western Africa that lies between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude. We should state 
here at once that by the very words of the English Ambassador it is manifestly to be 
inferred that the sole basis of the opposition of the British Government was the fear 
that the Commander of the Portuguese force would introduce into the occupied terri­
tory regulations by which foreign nations would be deprived of free trade with that 
part of the coast of Africa. On the 8th September of the same year identical 
reclamations were addressed to the Portuguese Government by the Representatives of 
the British Government, stating n,t the same time the English Government considered 
itself authorized to hope that no design of taking possession of that part of the West 
Coast of Africa would be fOl'meel without Her Majesty's Government being convinced 
that such occupation was necessary a.nd urgent, and without being assured of the 
suppression of the Traffic, and the maintenance of free trade, as actually carried on by 
British merchants, in territories o\'er which His Most Faithful Majesty's Government 
proposed to extend its dominiol:. Again, on the 19th of the said month, Pakenham 
holds POl'tugn,l responsible for any act that his Government opines ought to be 
practised in the defenee of the interests of British subjects. 

In presence of the many manifest desires that there should be conceded to English 
commerce all the security ann. facility compatible with the exercise of sovereignty, the 
Portuguese Government considered that it should and ought to have the most complete 
assurances on tllis point from the British Government, which, without ceasing its 
protests against occupation, authorized, notwithstanding, its Representative in Lisbon 
to affirm that they were in every point satisfied with the declarations of the Govern­
ment of His Majesty. The British Government did not, however, confine itself to 
protesting solemnly by its Diplomatic Agents in Lisbon against the occupation of 
Ambriz. The English Commanders of the naval station of Angola went on helping by 
their acts the efforts of the British Government, who set before itself the task of 
tr~ating our rights as annulled. As early as the 28th April the Government of 
HIS Majesty was informed that the Commander of the British war-steamer 
" ~arlequin" sought, by alternate threats and promises, to conclude Treaties with the 
Kmgs and petty Kings of Cabinda without the knowledge of the Governor-General of 
Angola. ~n that occasion Lord Clarendon affirmed, in consequence of the strong 
representatlOns made on that act by Count Lavradio, that the British Government, far 
froJ? wishing that any prejudice should be caused to the commerce of Portugal, 
desHed to see. her prosperous and improving, and that, as to the rights of His M:ajesty 
over any terrltory belonging to her Crown, not only did he respect them, but that he 
was ready to assist in causing them to be respected against whomsoever should attack 
them. In spite of these unequivocal and tranquillizing assurances, other attempts 
to effect a Treaty with the Queen of Ambrizette were made by Captain Need, of the . 
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English navy, who succee~ed i~ causing u, Treaty to be sig'~ed on the 17th S.eptember, 
1855, with some of the natIves, III the name of, although wIthout the authorIty of, the 
Queen. . 

Notwithstanding the immediate protests made by the Count LavradlO, and of 11 

counter-declaration made and signed by the lawful Queen, "Il1gnell!l'lle," and by thc 
Chiefs of Ambrizette, affirming' that the individuals "ho had signed the Treaty with 
Captain Need had no right to do so, Lord Wodehouse, the cx-Under-Secretary 
of State, declared that he had approved the Oonvention, and in this sonse ~ransmit~ed 
orders to Adams; n,nd Lord Clarendon, First Sccretary of State for ForOlgn AffaIrs, 
being unable to defend the aotion of Need, endeavoured, in his note to COlUlt Lavradio 
of the 8th October, to withdraw from the dilemma by evasive reflections foreign to the 
subject, and at the same time represented the Convention made by Adams as forming 
part of the doclUllents about to be presented to the approval of Parliament. Not to 
facts of this sort only and to similar protests was the activity of the English 
Govern:qJ.ent confined, whilst impugning those rights of the Portuguese Crown that it 
had for long years recognized. 

In a note addressed to tbe Count Tojal on the 9th November, 1850, the Eng'lish 
Representatiye in Lisbon, Seymour, laments the gross geographical ignorance that 
existed in 1817, and even later; he asserts with the greatest seriousness that by docu­
ments before him he could prove that it was only at the termination of the year 1847 
that Lord Palmers ton became aware that Ambriz "as situated to the north of that 
part of the coast of Africa whose sovereignty was recognized in the Portuguese Crown 
by the Convention of the 28th July, 1817; and argues that a geogrnpbical error 
cannot be considered conclusive wben opposed to the wording of a Treaty, or to the 
language of a well-informed Minister. 

The English diplomatist appeared to think, without a shadow of a doubt, that 
the stipulations of the bilateral contract to which he alluded could he outweighed in 
efficacy by an allegation of ignorance of geography, however sincere, on the part of 
one of the Contracting Parties. All thc lengthy negotiation with the English Govern­
ment about tbe occupation of, and the dominion of Portugal in, Ambriz, is worthy 
particular attention. At first sight these transactions might only be considered of 
secondary importance to the principal question of Portuguese sovereignty in the tract 
of coast between 5° 12' and 8° south latitude. The first and general question, how­
ever, is involved in this incident. In the solution which may be given hereto will be 
found the solution of the principal question on which depends the most respected 
rights as well as the highest interests of Portugal. Lord ralmerstoll did not ignorc 
the gravity hereof when, according to letters addressed by Count Lavradio to the 
lVIinister of Foreign Affairs on the 27th July, 1856, he declared that the occupation 
of Ambriz signified the establishment of Portugal on that part of the coast of Africa 
which England thought should be considered independent. In the following month 
the same functionary writes that Lord Clarendon had informed him that the Govern­
ment of Her Britannic Majesty insisted "that for the present the reoccupation of 
Cabinda, lVlolembo, and other parts of the coast should be delayed until it should be 
seen whether the trial made in Ambriz was productive of results favourable to the 
civilization of those people and to the development of commerce; in thnt case t.he 
British Government would make no opposition to tbe Portuguese extending their 
establishments on that part of the coast of Africa to tbe point where they claim to 
have a right." It is not to be supposed that the British Government is actually 
disposed to deny the good results that are derived from the attempt l.:: ade in 1855 for 
the civilization of those races and £01' the development of commerce. His Majesty's 
Government being desirous of putting an end, by mutual agreement, to the differences 
of opinion in a formula accepted without manifest or hidden reserve by the two parties 
interested, authorized its Representative in London to propose and negotiate a Conven­
tion which should definitively fix the sense of Article II of the Additional Convention 
of 1817. The new Convention ought, conformably to the opinion and desires of thc 
Portuguese Government, to ratify the rights of Portugal to the wnole of the region to 
the north of Angola up to 5° 12', and to regulate the conditions under which English 
commerce ought in future to be exercised in those territories. Notwithstanding the 
endeavours made by the Portuguese negotiator, and the spirit of conciliation with 
which (equally with the Government of which he was the Representative) he was 
manifestly aninlated in the negotiations then commenced, these were interrupted by 
an official Counter-project on the part of Her Britannic Majesty. Convinced of the 
usefulness of its endeavours to settle by mutual agreement the question so long in 
debate, His Majesty's Government deemed itself authorized, with the view of obtaining 
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some of the advantages which it was probable would acc~'ue from the'propos~d Ag::ee­
ment to submit to the sanction of Parliament a Proposal of Law, havmg for Its obJect 
the termination of slavery in all the Portuguese possessions of the coast of Africa, 
includino' Oabinda and Molembo. 

On the 5th May, 1856, Oount Lavradio announced that the projected Act had not 
produced a good impression at the Foreign S>ff!.cc. Indeed, on the 2nd June of the 
same year, under the pretext that the neg,otlatIOns for the Treaty co~ud not. be con­
sidered as entirely broken, the RepresentatIve of England expressed hIS astomshment, 
in the name of his Government, at the presentation to Parliament of the Proposal of 
Law alluded to, and declared that the attempt of the Portuguese authorities in Africa 
to extend their occupation would be repelled by force. Howard was perhaps unaware, 
when he affirmed that the negotiations for the Treaty were pending, that Count 
Lavradio had in March written to Lord W odehouse, the Under-Secretary of State, 
that they were terminated in consequence of the unacceptable clause of the English 
Oounter-proposal. The same phrases were repeated in the notes of Howard of the 
25th July and 7th August. 

M otwithstanding the tone, certainly exaggerated, in which the British Govern­
ment expressed itself, as if it felt itself strong in its right, the resolution to which it 
had come to oppose by force that which it made no hesitation in calling" encroach­
ments" of the Portuguese Orown, the English Cabinet endeavoured to have recourse 
to other means, which, although indirect, it perha,ps deemed better adapted to obtain 
from Portugal a desistance from its rights. 

In a conference, on the 17th September, 1856, between Oount Walewsky and 
Oount Lavradio, the French Minister informed the Representative of His Majesty 
that, having asked explanations from Lord Cowley with reference to the affairs of 
Western Africa, the latter handed him, after a long interval, not a very clear Memo­
randum on the question, and asked him, in the name of his Government, to give to 
the French Minister in Lisbon urgent instructions to persuade His Majesty's Govern­
ment to accede, without delay, to the conciliatory propositions which had been 
presented to them. It was with the idea of enlightening himself on the subject that 
the Minister of the Emperor sought for a conference with Oount Lavradio. Whilst 
explaining to Oount 'Walewsky the reasons which counselled the non-acceptance by 
the Portuguese Government of the British propositions, Oount Lavradio assured him 
that, in the last case, the Government of His Majesty would gladly accept the media­
tion of the Imperial Government. 

In the two months that followed there appears to have been no interchange of 
communications between the two Governments on the subject. 

On the 18th December, however, Lord Howard, in virtue of instructions which 
he had received from his Government, asked for information from His Majesty's 
Government with reference to the Oustom-house Tariff decreed for the Oustoms Office 
of Ambriz, to be put into execution one year after publication, that is to say, on the 
8th October, 1857, thus giving' a tacit acknowledgment of the possession of Ambriz 
and to the right of Portugal to legislate in that territory. 

Notwithstanding this, five months afterwards, in the note of the 5th March, 1857, 
observing that, in answer to his note of the 18th December of the preceding year, 
mention was made of the ports of the north of Ambriz as belonging to Angola, and as 
if it were the intention of the Government of His Majesty to establish custom. houses 
at the said ports, he calls the attention of the Portuguese Government to the declara­
tion as to the limits of Angola, addressed by him to the Viscount Athoguia on the 
2nd June, 1856, and adds that his Government hoped that no motive for discussion 
would arise with reference to such questions between the two Governments. Portu­
guese dominion was definitively established in Ambriz. The declaration made by 
Lord Palmerston to 001mt Lavradio, that has been cited above, is worthy of remem­
brance at this point. 

During the long period of ten years, the correspondence on this momentous 
question seems to have ceased between the two Goverments , The return of Oount 
Lavradio to Lisbon was certainly one cause of this prolonged silence. The EnO'lish 
man-of-war "Antelope," however, having at the commencement of February 1867 
bombar~ed },IIangue Grande, in plmishment of supposed or real excesses practised by 
the natIves on. some of the ship's crew, the Government of His Majesty instructed 
Oount LavradlO to claim indemnity for the prejudices which some PortuO'uese 
factOl'i~s are said. to have suffered during the b?mbarilment. Lord Stanley, in 
answerrng ~he clarms presented by Oount LavradlO, expresses his regret that the 
Representative of Portugal should have commenced by asserting that Mangue Grande 



78 

was situated in territory appertaining to the Portuguese Crown, and again contesting the 
riO'hts of PortllO'a.l to that part of the western coast of Africa, referg Count Lavradio 
toO the note which on the 26th November, 1853, was adc1rcsse(l to 1im by Lord 
Clarendon. 

From the despatch addressed to the Office for Foreign Affairs on the l~th Augl:st, 
1868, it is evident that Count Lavradio had not replied to thc note of the ForeIgn 
Office, convinced possibly of the inutility of his endeavours to obtain the indeI?-lllity 
sought for, and not less desirous of avoiding the renewal of discussions relatlve,.to 
"Western Africa . No event ,rhatever having sinoe the lust-named cbte giyen occaSIOn 
fo1' the renewal of the intelTupted discussion, this inIportant question still remains 
ullcleciclec1. 

Hmreyer, the act practised this year by Commodore Hewett has induced His 
Majesty's Government to reopen to discussion, which it hopes will now be decisive, a 
question the non-settlement. of which may, as Mr. Harris, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Charge d'Affaires, observed on the ' 28th August, 1867, be a future cause of serious 
misunderstanding bet,Yeen the two Governments. 

"From this brief exposition of events, commencing in 1846, relating' .to the 
SO"vereignty of Portugal on the western coast of Africa situate between 5° 12' and 
8° south latitude, it is evident that the documents most clearly affirming our rig1ts 
are: the note from Lord Aberdeen to Baron Moncorvo of the 20th September, 1845 ; 
despatch from Count JJavraclio of the 14th May, 1853, in which may be read the 
declarations of Lord CIa.renclon as to the intentions of the British Government; note 
of Lord Ward of the 8th September, 1855; despatch of the 8th }<'ebruary, 1856, in 
which Count Lavradio narrates the conference he had with Lord Clarendon on the 
8th February, 1856. The pamphlet by the Viscount Sa da Bandeira, published in 
1856, whic1 accompanies this, will sen-e as a sufficient commentary to this s10rt 
sketch of the origin, successive phases, and present condition of affairs. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 44. 

PAMPHLET entitled "Faits et Considerations relatifs aux Droits du Portugal sur 
les Territoires de Molembo, de Cabinde, et d'Ambriz, et autres lieux de la C6te 
Occidentale d'Afrique situee entre Ie 5° 12' et Ie 8° de latitude australe. Par Ie 
Vicomte de 8a da Bandeira. Lisbonne, Imprimerie Nationale, 1856." 

No. 45. 

The Earl of Derby to the Duke de Saldanha. 

M. Ie Ministre, Foreign Office, February 8, 1876. 
I HA VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a despatch, in translation, 

addressed to you by t1e Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, and communicated 
to me in your absence from town by 8enhor de QuilinIan, together with a Memo­
randum inclosed therein, and a pamphlet by the late Viscount de Sa da Bandeira. 

It appears from the papers which 8enhor de Quiliman has done me the honour to 
communicate to me, that the Portuguese Government again put forward a claim to 
that part of the West Coast of Africa which is situated between 5° 12' and So south 
latitude, over which Her Majesty's Government have hitherto refused to acknowledge 
Portuguese sovereignty, and it would further appear that His Most Faithful Majesty's 
Government, with the view to affiI'm their claim, contemplate taking possession of 
that part of the coast in question. 

I must defer replying to the observations contained in the papers which have been 
communicated to me until I shall have had tinIe to make myself more fully acquainted 
with the correspondence on the subject which passed some years since between Her 
Majesty's Government and that of His Most Faithful Majesty; but in the meanwhile 
I must express the earnest hope of Her Majesty's Government that the Government 
at Lisbon will issue no instructions to their authorities on the West Coast of Africa 
which will alter the existing state of things on that coast, inasmuch as the orders 
which were issued in 1856 to the Commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers to oppose any 

ttempt on the part . of the Portuguese authorities to extend the dominions of Portugal 
north of Ambriz, and of which the Portuguese Government were informed at the 
tinIe, remain still in force, and Her Majesty's Government would sincerely regret that 



79 

anythinO' should occur which might affect the harmony which has so long existed 
between" the authorities of the two countries on that part of the coast. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) DERBY. 

No. 46. 

Consul Hopkins to the Earl of Derby.-CReceived June 4.) 

" Avon," at Sea, belween Ambriz and Loanda, 
My Lord, April 28, 1877. 

HER Majesty's gun-vessel" Avon" being now on her way to Loanda to disem­
bark me, and to then immediately leave for St. Helena to recruit the health of her 
crew, I have a short time left to write this despatch. 

It is with pain I have to bring to your Lordship's notice certain horrible 
proceedings that have lately taken place in the Congo River. By the next mail 
leaving Loanda I will forward your Lordship copies of the cvidence I have collected, 
but can now but briefly state what has happened. 

To begin with, I must inform your Lordship that trading factories are established 
at Banana, Ponta de Lenha, and Boma on the Congo River; at Banana, Dutch, 
French, and Portuguese; at Ponta da Lenha, Dutch, French, English, and Por­
tuguese, and the same at Boma. All these factories, with the exception of the 
English, as far as I can learn, are more or less worked by slave labour. The 
Dutch, I willingly bear testimony to, found matters as they are when they com­
menced their trade operations on this coast; they hold about 150 slaves, but these 
people are so well treated that, to all intents and purposes, they are free, and 
they are never sold or exchanged; in fact, it is their boast that they are children of 
the Dutch house; in fact, they are really free, but if they were turned out of the 
Dutch house to-morrow they would have no place to go to, and no one to look to for 
protection, food, and clothing; yet, although I am bringing myself into great disrepute 
with the heads of this Dutch house out here, I reel it to be my duty to report that 
they do hold slaves, and that they have at some time or other within the last fifteen 
years purchased these people. 'The next holders of slaves, and they should take ra,nk 
first, are the Portuguese and Spanish traders. I have known for some time that they 
had slaves, but I could bring no positive proof, and I wanted to see whether the 
Emancipation Act would have any d'fect upon them; it has not. And now I have 
to bring to your Lordship's notice a crime so barbarous and fiendish that it can hardly 
have ever been surpassed for cruelty in the annals of the Slave 'Trade. 

At Ponta da Lenha there are two Portuguese houses, one belonging to , 
and the other to ----, a very old slave-dealer on the coast.* has no 
house of his own, his having been burnt down some two or three years ago, but he 
rents one from a, Dutch h':)Use, and trades with their goods, and also I note the Dutch 
flag always flies . I believe the Dutch agent insists upon the Dutch flag, as a security 
against any of ----'s creditors seizing the factory, and I know they are not in any 
way answerable or responsihle for his actions. 

I state this in fairness to the acting chief agent and one of his partners now on 
a visit to the coa,st from Holland, from whom we have at all times received every 
kindness and assistance. 

A few weeks ago an attempt was made to burn down this factory of the Dutch 
house where this man was residing; the fire was discovered in a small house occupied 
by oue of ----'s black para,mours, and a small boy, a slave of his, was accused of 
having set fire to the house. The details that must now follow are almost too horrible 
to relate, or be believed. The lmfortunate lad was put to the torture of the thumb­
scr?w by this fiend in human sha,pe, and his Portuguese clerks, and, I am sorry to say, 
aSSIsted by one John Scott, a British subject, a native of St. Helena, and well known 
in the old days as a slave-dealer. The lad's thumbs were placed between the screws, 
and cont~nued pressure was applied uutil, from sheer pain, he implicated some one. 
Under tlns fearful ordeal hc implicated one Philip, a slave, who had been accused of 
setting fire to ·s factory some time ago. At the time of this present fire 
Philip was many miles away at another factory of ----'s, north of the Congo 
HiveI'. He was sent for and brought to Ponta da Lenha, and without being interro-
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.". Sometimes they fl y the ~panish and sometimes the Portuguese flag. 
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aated at ali, was bound hand and foot and cast into the river. lIe was taken out 
into the middle of the stream in a canoe. The captain of a galiiot, a Swede, and, I 
hear, a naturalized Portuguese subject, went in the canoe, and, seizing this unfor­
tunate man Philip by the legs, nssisted in throwing him into the riYer, and cheered 
as he sank. I wi.ll mention this snb~eet offici.ally to the Acting Dutch Consul at 
Lonndn, although he is an employe of the Dutch housc. 

The thumb-screws were brought again into use on t.he boy, and he accused 
another two of 's slaves. They Wel\' then under the chargc of ----, 
himself a murderer, as can be pro,ed. They werc brought down and put to the 
torture or the thumh-screws until they accused many more. No doubt can be enter­
tained that, undcr their agony, they accused many innocent pcople, for women and 
children of very tcnder years were included in a conspiracy to burn dmyn the fa.ctory, 
and "ju-jus" w('re supposed to be made to bke ----'s life. Thesc ju-jus or 
fetishes, supposed to be belie,ed in by the white mun, arc so absurd that I hardly feel 
inclined to mention thcm, but I am only writing in the cause of truth and humanity; 
and although I run a great personal risk from the enmity of these Portuguese, I 
cannot be silent so long as the end may be attained and these horrible scenes put an 
end to for ever. 

The torture of the thumb-serew was applied to the unfortunate eapti,es lmtil the 
bones of their fingers were crusllCd; and eyentual1y all were drowned, about thirty-two 
in number. 

Twelve "ere sent in a Dutch steamer to Boma, in charge of John Scott, the 
St. Helena man. One was thrown overboard and drowned at Fetish l-"toek hy John 
~cott. I ha,e the captain's statement; he says he was below at t.he time and knew 
nothing' about it. I doubt this. The otl1er eleven were attached to a chain by John 
Scott and drowned in front of his house at Boma, and, after two days, fioatccl. 
Eventually they were cast up on the beach at Moanda, 's other factory, many 
miles away to the north, and the chain that had bound them together was taken off 
by a Portuguese in the employ of ,and returned to John Scott. Of this 
Don many acts of cruelty ::md murder can be recorded . He advised ---- to shoot 
me if I landed to make inquiries, and I believe, from Captain Keppel's statement, 
that many Portuguese had assembled to see me kicked off the premises; but not 
knowing this, and feeling it would bo bettel' to hold no personal communication with 
him. I did not land . All the eyidencc I have collected I will forward bv next 
mail, and in the meantime I ,yill by the matter before the Govel"llor- Gen~ral of 
Angola. I could have arrested tllese people, but, being Portuguese, and in a 
territory that the Portuguese claim and Her Majesty's Government do not acknowledge 
their right to, it was difficult for me to keep clear of political difficnltics. 1 trnst. your 
Lordship will approve of the course I have taken or am about to take, :1.lld will furnish 
me with full instructions ho,y to act. I trust also that one of Her Majesty's ships of 
war may be on the spot. 

I had hoped to have been ahle to visit St. Thome by the" Avon," but :;he Captaill 
had received no orders yet from the Senior Officer; and although Captain Keppel was 
willing to take me he could not, looking to the long time he had been on the south 
coast, the health of tho men, and the scarceness of provisions. I trust, however, that, 
in futUl'e, the district of the south division will be so ext.ended as to include the 
Islands of St. Thome, Principe, and Gaboon. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) DAVID nOPKINS. 

No. 47. 

Consul Hopkins to the Earl of Derby.-(Received July 11.) 

(Extract.) Loanda, M"y 29, 1877. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of all the correspondence that has passed 

between myself and the Governor-General of Angola with reference to tho atrocities 
committed in the Congo by various white men. as reported in my despatch dated 
28th April; also copies of other letters on the subject, and deposit.ions taken by me at 
Ponta da Lenha. 

I have now to report that his Excellency immediately dispatched the coryette "S{L 
da Banrleira" and gun-boat" Tamega " to the Congo with a Judge and his necessary 
st.aff to inquire into the matter. 
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'fho D'un-boat returned to Loanda on the 15th instant with the J-uc1ge for further 
instI'uctio~s and left again next day. I have received no official_ intimation of what 
has been done but I believe matters have been found worse than .[ was aware of. 

'1'he " 8a 'da Bandeira" returned on the 2Jth -wit.h the Judge and his staff, and 
the" 'fameO'a " remains in the Oongo to arrest the culprits, if possible. 

It is l'~ported, how true I cannot say, as I mn still without any official notifica­
tion on the matter, that they are playing hide-and-seek with the Portuguese; that, on 
the appearance of a party lauding at their wharf in front of the houses, they quietly 
walk out of their back doors, and leave word 'f not at home." 

The subject is too horribly true to be trifled with. 
It is painful to have to report that" public opinion" in t.he Oongo justifies the 

murders that have been committed, on the plea of the enormous loss that would have 
been sustained had the premises been burnt clown. 

I am repeatedly told that affairs are really not so bad as have been reported to me. 
"There were only twenty-nine, and not thirty-two killed, and no little children-the 
youngest girl drowned was 16, and the youngest boy 15-quite old enough, I ought 
to admit, ~ot to have taken part in such a horrible conspiracy as bUl'lling down good 
----'s factory." 

There is no doubt that all the houses in the Oongo, and all along the coast from 
Ambriz to Black Point, and further north still, hold slaves more or less- they call 
them "Krumanos," which is often mistaken by men-,of-war ofl-icers for Kroomen. 
They cannot export them, as there is no market, bnt they would not hesitate to do 
so in a moment if they saw an opportunity. 

These unfortunate people are helpless in their hands, and are sacrificed daily at 
the whim or caprice of their cruel brutal masters. Commodore 8ir William Hewett 
and myself have seen women working in cha-ins up to their middles in water n.t 
----'s factory. 

What can I do to put a stop to it? If I arrest , he would claim heavy 
damages against the British Government-they all ignme us, and say we have no 
power to touch them, as the territory is not oms, and they openly threaten myself 
with personal violence. 

---- and ----have been murderj,ng their slaves for years (death seems to 
be the only lmnishment), and I can assure your Lordship that some of the means adopted 
by white men to put people to death are too horrible to be written down. 

_ill the white men in the tract of country lying between the northern boundary 
of Angola and the southern boundary of Gaboon consider there is no law, they are 
not responsible to any Government for their actions, and they do just what they 
please. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 

Consul Hopkins to the GOUTll01'-General oj Angola. 

Yom Excelleney, . Loanda, May 1, 1877. 
I HAVE the honour to bring to your ]~:xcellency's notice certain proceedings in 

the Oongo River by Portuguese subjects and othel's, which I am sure will be read by 
your Excellency with horror and indignation. 

While on board Her Majesty's gun-vessel" Avon," at Banana, it came to my 
~mowleclge that most foul and horrid mnnlers had lately been perpetrated at Ponia da 
LE'~Hl, and Boma by Portuguese subjects, assisted, I am sorry to say, by one British 
suhJcet. 

It appcars, from the evidence I }tayC taken, that a Senhor , trading 
ft~ Ponta, c1a Lcnha, is the owner of a laro'e number of slaves' that a short time aD'o 
in tll(' month of April, an attempt was ma~le to set fire to hi; premiseI;', and that ~ 
i:lmall ,hlack boy in his house was accused or having set fire to the roof of a house 
occullled by onc of ----'s black paramours. 

In order to make the boy confess who were his accomplices, the torture of the 
tlmm?-screw was applied to him, and, under the influence of the great agony he was 
Sl1~e~lUg, .he ~ccused a person named Philip, another slave of 's, as being the 
prlUClpal lUshgator of the crime. This man, at the time of the attempt to set fire to 
the house, was many miles away at a place called Moanda, to the north of Banana, a 
?attle farm of 'so He was brought to Ponta da Lenha, and, without being 
lllterr01}:atecl n.t all, was bound hapd and foot, taken out in a canoe into the middle of 

~~ M2 
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the ConO'o stream and drowned. The captain of the Dutch galliot, a Swede I am told, 
but whob declares himself to be a naturalized Portuguese subject, assisted to throw the 
unfortunate man into the water, and cheered as he sank. 

Manv more were drowned at Ponta da Lenha. Twelve of 's slaves were 
sent on b;~u'd a small steamer belonging to the Dutch housc callcel the" Zaire," to be 
taken to Boma, and delivered over to John Scott, a merchant trading there and a 
Britisb subject. Mr. Scott was also a passenger on board the" Zaire" at this time, 
and when the vessel arrived off the Fetish Rock he ordcred one of these unfortunates 
to be thrown overboard and drowned. 

Scott took the remaining eleven people--men, women, and children-on shore 
with him at Boma, and sbortly afterwards had them all attachcd to an n'on chain and 
drowned in the river in front of his house. The bodies were eventually washed out 
to sea, and thrown up on the beach at , 's cattle farm, and , 
an employe of 's and a Portuguese subject, took the cbain oft' them and sent 
it back to John Scott at Boma. 

In all, I am assured about thirty-two unfortunate helpless beings were murdered 
by , his assistants, and John Scott. 

I am also informed that the murder of one or more slaves bv white men in the 
Congo is almost a daily occurrence, and that the torture of th'e thumb-screw was 
applied to many more besides the boy first alluded to in this letter, and in some 
instances it was so severe that the bones of the fingers of these most unfortunate 
people were completely crushed before they would implicate others, and, beyond a 
doubt, under their excruciating agony, tbey accused many innocent people, for 
children of tender years were included and not spared. 

This atrocity seems almost too horrible to be believed, but that it did ha.ppen I 
have most positive proofs. 

I also bring to your Excellency's notice that at Ponta da Lenha there is one 
----, who is accused of being most cruel to his slaves. This man is, I believe, a 
Spaniard; but while I was at Ponta da Lenba he was Hying the Portuguese flag at 
his factory. I am told he varies this, and sometimes flies thc Spanish flag. One 
instance of his cruelty is related in a letter to the Commandel' of Her Majesty's ship 
" Avon" by the Paymaster, who heard of the aft'air in the course of conversation while 
on shore at Ponta da Lenha. 

rt appears that the agent of the English house there heard one evening some 
cl'ies pl'oceeding as from a man drowning in the river. TIe sent his boat out and 
picked up a native in the water, who stated he had been thrown in the rivcl' by 
----'s orders. While he was yet speaking' to the man in llis verandah, M. ---­
arrived, and offered to give up the man if he would promise not to hill him; 
this he readily agreed to, and took the man away with him to his factory, but imme­
diately on arriving there he had him again tied up securely, and placed in a sack and 
thrown into the river, this time succeeding in taking the man's life. 

Such lawlessness as this cannot be permitted to go on, and in bringing these acts 
of Portuguese subjects to your Excellency's notice, I feel assured your Excellency will 
take immediate steps to bring the perpetrators to justice, and at once to discolill­
tenance and put a stop to Portuguese subjects holding slaves. No matter under what 
name they choose to call them, domestic servants or otherwisc, I denounce them as 
being slaves. They are bought for money, or are obtained in other wa.ys; and Her 
Majesty's Government, after having spent millions of pounds sterling and sacrificed 
the lives of valuable officers and men for the suppression of the Sla.ve Trade, will never 
permit a few miserable persons like this ----, , and John Scott to continue 
the inhuman Traffic, and have control ov(\r the lives of those unfortunates who fall 
into their hands. 

I have communicated with Her Majesty's Government on the subject of these 
affairs in the Congo River, and forwarded my despatch via St. Helena by Her 
Majesty's ship" Avon" on the 28th April. 

I will also be glad if your Excellency will grant me a personal interview on the 
subject of this despatch. 

I havc, &c. 
(Signed) DAVID HOPKINS. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 47. 

M. Duarte to Consul Hopkins. 

(Translation.) O.ffice of the Secretary of the Governor-General, Loanda, 
Illustrious Senhor, May 3, 1877. 

HIS Excellency the Governor-General has reoeived your official letter relative to 
the atrocities committed in the" Zaire" (Oongo) River, and hears of them with the 
O'reatest indignation. 
1:> Facts so monstrous would be difficult to credit, were it not that the official notice 
of them came fl'om a source of so respectable a character, in which authenticity must 
be recognized. 

As the Representative of His Most Faithful Majesty in this country, his Excel­
lency the Governor-General is deeply grieved to hear it affirmed that some Portuguese 
subjects have broken the laws of humanity, and practised such acts of refined cruelty 
and barbarism. But the different nationalities of their accomplices prove that in all 
nations there are created and moulded certain persons for crime, whose ferocious 
instincts, if not controlled, will without douht prove a disgrace to the civilized era in 
which they have been reared. 

The stigma which is attached to such criminal actions will faU back upon the 
nation to whom the crimin:1ls belong, should their country neglect their duty of 
punishing them. But to punish them, although they have treated all laws with 
contempt, it is imperative that the formalities of the laws must be complied with. 

His Excellency the Governor-General will cause all the necessary legal steps to be 
taken to investigate this matter, and will put the law in force against these people 
should they be proved guilty. 

His Excellency will also take all possible measures, consistent with the abnormal 
condition in which that part of the Monarchy now is, against the holding of slaves in 
Portuguese factories in the Oongo. 

The non-uccupation by the Portuguese Government of that part of the coast has, 
doubtless, given the opportunities for the occurrences which your Excellency has 
reported. The motives or reasons that there are no Portuguese authorities there are as 
well known to your Excellency as my~elf, but this is not the occasion to discuss So 
delicate a question. 

From .M:ossamecles to Ambriz, and in all the districts of the interior, you are 
perfectly well aware there is no distinction of "races, there are no slaves; the" natives 
are citizens as free as Europeans, and enjoy all the immunities and freedom as 
guaranteed by the political code of the country. H ad the Portuguese Government 
exercised in the Oongo any direct action, as in the other points of the province, you 
may be certain that the natives would have ceased to be property, and have been 
citizens. 

'1'here call be no doubt of the enormous sacrifices England has made to extinguish 
thc Slave Trad.e; but the intentions, and endeavours, and measures taken by the 
Govel'llment of His Most Faithful Majesty for the same glorious end are not less 
noble, praiseworthy, or incessant. 

His Excellency hopes that, in his interpretation of the liberal and fraternal policy 
of his Home Government, he may be able to put down entirely the Traffic in man in 
the Oongo l'tiver, as it is a duty they owe, by their incontestable rights to that 
territory, to civilization, and. a duty thcy will be proved to carry out. 

God. guard, &c. . 
(Signcd) OUSTODIO JOSE DUARTE, Secretary-General .. 

Inclosurc 3 in No. 47. 

jl1. Duarte to Consul Hopkins. 

Illustrio~ls Senhor, Secretary-General's Office, Loanda, May 16, 187'1. 
AS It may happen that a true bill mety be fouud against the British subject John· 

Scott, at present employed in the Dutch house, in the Congo, for the crimes of wilful 
m~rdpr and slave-trading C" escravisa~ao "), crimes which you were good enough to 
brmg to the knowledge of his Excellency the Governor-General, in the name of his 
Excellency I beg that YOll will be kind enough to inform him whether, in the event of 
the supposition being re<'11ized, you would put the least difficulty in the way (" duoida "), 
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or make uny question, that the said Scott may b~ capturcd by Portl~guc?O n~lth~rities, 
und b!'OuO'ht to Laanda in n Government vessel, m order to reply before JustH'C for the 
crimes p~'petrated, for the purpose of placing the case at the disposal of the English 
authoritv. 

His' Excellency requests me to beg the favour of an anS"lTCl' by 2 o'clock this 
afternoon, so that he may send the gllll-boat "'ramig[1" to-c1ny to the Congo, ,yith tho 
nece,,<ary instructions. 

God guard, &c. 
(Signed) CUSTODIO JOK@ DUARTE, Secretary-General. 

Inclosure .1- in K o. 47 . 

C01lo!d ~Hopkil1s to JI. Duarte. 
Your Excellency, Loanda, ],fay 10, 1877. 

I HASTEN to reply to your Excellency's note of to-day's date, which only came 
inj-o my hands in the harbour at 2 o'clock, hence the delay. 

I [1m quite willing that the British subject John Scott should be arrested by 
Portuguese authorities, and brought to Loanda for trial; but if found p:uilty of tho 
crimes he has been accused of and condemned, the carrying out of the sentence must 
be deferred until the sanction of Her Britannic Majesty's Gm-ernmcnt has been 
obtained. I trust also that the Spanish, Dutch, and Portuguese subjects who are 
accused of being implicated in the affair will also be brought to justice. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) DA YID HOPKINS. 

No. 48. 

M. Duarte to Consul Hopkins.-(Received at the Foreign Office, J!Lly 17.) 

:l\{ost Illustrious Senhor, Angola, Jun e 5, 1877. 
HIS Excellency the Governor-General has instructed r:1e to advise you that a true 

bill has been found against the English subject Scott for the crimes committed in the 
Congo, but it has not yet been possible to capture him, as he has removed from his 
place of residence. , 

Previously advised as were the cr1minals, and the Portuguese Government not 
having an established force in the Congo, it will be difficult to capture them. In the 
meanwhile, the Government, in the exercise of its duties, will repeatedly send to the 
Congo the ships of t he station, and will always give to the Commanders the necessary 
instructions Lor the capture of the authors of such serious crimes as soon as oppor­
tunities offer. 

God guard, &c. 
(Signed) CUSTODIO J. DUA11/1'E, Secretm"y-GeneTll l. 

No. 49. 

Mr. Gould to the Bad of Derby.- (Received August J 6.) 

:M:y Lord, Lisbon, AugW3t 4, 1877. 
THE comments in the public press of this capital on recent events on the Congo 

left no doubt in my mind that the Portuguese Government would shortly again 
endeavour to alTive at some settlement of the long-pending question as to t he rights 
claimed by Portugal over the disputed territories in t hat region. My smmises proved 
correct, for at the very first interview Senhor Gouvea, the Minister of :M:arine and the 
Colonies, incidentally broached the subject, by askilJg me whether I had not already 
receivcd through the Minister of Foreign Affairs a long Memor[\,ndmn he had drawn 
up on the question. I replied that it had not yet reached me, and that in the absence 
of instructions from Her Majesty's Government I was not prepared to enter into any 
discussion on so important and complica.ted a subject. 

His l~xcellency began by alluding to the very emb:1l'rassing position in whi<:h the 
Portuguese authorities of Angola had been placed by the outrages lately committed on 
the Congo, and by the subsequent proceedings of Her :Mnjesty's COllSul at Loanda. 



85 

They were denied the right of ?ccupyi?g these. territories, a?~ ha~, .tb~re.fore, no 
means at their disposal of assertmg thClr authority and exerClsmg JUl'lSdlCtlOn over 
them except in a very limited manne~' through native Chiefs (" R~gulos "), who ~cted 
as their DcleO'ates, and upon whom It was needless to say but lIttle or no rehance 
could be pla"ced; yet, to a. ~erta~n extent, th~y were held responsible for what~~er 
outraO'es might be comlmt~ed m these regIOns. If the Portuguese authontIes 
attempted to act 'with vigour in the interests of peace and order, they exposed them­
selves to the risk of coming into collision with the British naval forces; if they 
abstained for the above reasons from interfering, they were severely taken to task for 
their negligence and supineness both by the Agents of foreign Powers and by their 
own countrymen. 

His Excellency added that the late occurrences on the Congo clearly showed how 
untenable the position of all the parties concel'lled had become. 'rhe matter had first 
been ta,ken in band by His Majesty's naval forces on their own responsibility, although 
their right to exercise jurisdiction in the disputed territories might fairly be qum;tioned. 
Subsequentl", the POl'tuguese Govel'llor-General of Angola, to his great surprise and 
embal'rassm~nt, hael been calleel upon by the British Agent at Loanela to collect 
evidence on the spot and hold a Court of Inquiry. He had at first manifested 
consi(lerahle reluctance in mixing himself up in this affair, which he held had been, 
rightly or wrongly, taken out of his hands by the action of Her Majesty's cruizers; 
but he had finally yielded to the somewhat threatening remonstrances of the British 
Consul. 

In his Excellency's opinion, the investigation which has been held, and the results 
of which will shortly be communicated to Her Majesty's Government, proves that the 
recent outrages are but the natural result of the present deplorable condition of affairs 
on the Congo. It would seem that the number of Europeans of various nationalities, 
who for the purposes of trade have established f~ctories on the banks of that river, has 
rapidly increased of late. These individuals obtain servants from the neighbouring 
Chiefs in exchange for goods, so that in point of fact these servants are little removed 
from slaves. Owing to the lawless state of the country, the masters are in constant 
dreael of their servants or slaves, and therefore do theiT best to reconcile them to the 
state of bondage in which they are kept. Nevertheless, there are among these negroes 
many bad and turbulent characters who are continually misbehaving and attempting 
to desert, and who have, therefore, to be kept down with a strong hand. And in the 
case in point, when a number of negroes were put to death by drowning, the evidence 
collected by the officers sent in the Portugutlle gun-boat" Zamaga" goes to show 
that the employer of these men had suffered terrible losses at their hands. His factory 
and stores, with aU they contained, had been twice if not three times set on fire and 
utterly destroyed by them. '1'he consequence was that for the protection of their 
property and even of their lives, which were in imminent jeopardy, the owners of 
factories in that neighhourhood combined together, and having, with the assistance of 
some friendly native Chiefs, succeeded in catching the incriminated negroes, formed a 
sort of drum-head court-martial for theil' trial, and condemned to death a certain 
number of tbe worst characters among tbem as an example to the rest. These 
ext,emporized Judges took upon themselves likewise the part of executioners, and in 
order that the terrible sentence they had passed should produce the effect they desired 
on the whole of the surrounding tribes, they divided the condemned men into several 
batches, and drowned them at different points on the river . 

Senhor Gouvea stated that w~olesale executions of this kind could not but fill 
him with horror; yet, he added, there was much to be said in exculpation of the 
unfort.:mate individuals who had been driven to take such desperate measm es; their 
lives and property are completely at the mercy of sa.vages, whom fear alone will 
effectually restrain from deeds of violence and rapine. In these territories there is no 
o~e to whom they can appeal for that aid and protection which they so urgently require. 
Smcc there was no law, and, even if there bad been any, no one to put it in force, 
what other course was open to them, unless tbey had been prepared to abandon 
altogether the field of their commercial operations, but the adoption of the first of all 
laws-that of self-preservation? 

This they did in a moment of excitement and panic, with the usual dr< aied 
results. He feels eonvincecl that as the numbers of European settlers and traders 
increase along the banks of the Congo and in the adjacent districts, so will similar a.nd 
perhaps even more horrible scenes of bloodshed and lawlessness be more frequently 
witnessed. 

His Excellency wound up by saying that the time has come when it is no longer 
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possible to tolerate the actual state of things, and when England and Portugal must, 
in the O'eneral interests of civilization and humanity, come to a settlement of the vexed 
questio~ as to the right of occupation of these terri"tories. . 

Circumstances have entirely altered since thc days TI'hen the Sla,e Trade floul'lshed 
on the ,Vest Coast of Africa. Portugal then found it to hcr interest to exclude from 
her Africa,n possessions by differential duties and high 'l'aritl's t~e vessels lwcl the 
produce of the rest of the world; now that the Sbve 'l'radc has been suppressed o~ee 
for all, her Colonies have become valueless to her, and she can only hope to del'lve 
benefit from them by unresenedly tln'ewing them open to tho commcrce and navi~a­
tion of other nations. Such being the yicw taken at the present dlW by all the leadll~g 
Portuguese statesmen, to whatewr political party t.hey muy belong, his Government mll 
be ready to enter into almost any agreemcnt or compromise which Hcr Majesty's 
Government may think fit to propo:e for the dctinitc solution of this question, and to 
give every possible ~uarantee that may be rcqniret~ of them to insure thc perfect 
freedom 0," navigation and the removal of all existing hindranccs to trade throughout 
their ,Yest African possessions, proviued an end is thcreb;;' put to their present em­
barrassing position as regard~ the di sputcd territorics on the Congo. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. GOULD. 

No. 50. 

Sir J. Fauncejote to Consul Hopkins. 

Sir, FOTeign Office, August 31, 1877. 
LORD DERBY has had uudcr his consideration your despatches relating to 

atrocities committed in the River Congo, by certain subjects of England, the Nether­
lands, and Spain, on Africans heJd by them as slaves. 

It is very much to be regretted that no practical means exist of bringing the 
Englishman Scott to trial. '1'he Courts of this country would indeed have jurisdiction 
to try him under section \:) of thc Criminal L3.w Consolidation Act, relating to injuries 
against the person (24 &, 25 Vict., cap. 100); hut it would be very difficult to 
procure the attendance of witnesses; and even if thcy should consent to come to this 
country, Her Majesty's Government are not in a position to judge whether their 
evidence would be sufficient to insurc ~ conviction. 

No Court in any British '~V 0st African Colony has jurisdiction in the case, for the 
Congo River is far beyond the limits of the extra, territorial jurisdiction conferred on 
them by the Act 301, Vict., cap. 8. Nor is there any Order in Council undcr the 
Foreign Jurisdiction Acts which would meet the difficulty. 

The territory on TI'hir,h these outrages havc heen committecl has long been claimed 
by thfl Portuguese Government; and this elaim is rcnewcd in tile correspondence with 
the Portuguese authorities inclosed in your despatches. 

Her Majesty's Government, howcv0r, as you are aTI'are, have always contested and 
opposed that claim, and cannot therefore admit ~he jurisdiction of the Portuguese 
Tribunals to deal with the case of Scott. 

Under these circumstances, Lord Derby, with a view of ascert,aining wbetber any 
steps could legally be taken to bring Scott to justice, consulted the Law Officers of the 
Crown, who have reported to the effect that, since Her Majesty's Government cannot 
properly allow tbe Portuguese 'l'ribunals to try Scott, and no other '1'ribunals exist out 
of the United Kingdom before whom he could be put on his trial, they are of opinion 
that unless he should be seized and sent to this country, and the evidence necessary to 
secure his conviction would be forthcoming, no steps can be taken to bring Scott to 
justice. 

I am to instruct you, therefore, to ascertain, as well as you are able to do, whether 
any further evidence has heen obtained against Scott, and whether, in the event of his 
being seized by the British authorities, tbere are any witnesses in the case who would 
be willing to be sent with the prisoner to England for the purposes of the trial, and 
whose evidence is of a sufficiently satisfactory character to justify an attempt to bring 
the accused to justice in this country. 

I am, &0. 
(Signed) Jl:rLIAN PAU~CEFOTE. 
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Appendix. 

AMBRIZETTE. 

ltngagement between He?' Majesty the Queen of England and the Chiefs qf A mb1'izette f01' the Abolition of 
the TTaffic in Slaves.-Signed at Amb1'izette, SeptembeT 17, 1855, 

HENRY NEED, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's ship "Linnet," on the part of Her 
Majesty the Queen of England, and the Chiefs of Ambrizette and of the neighbourhood, on the part of' 
themselves and of their country, have agreed upon the following Articles and conditions ;-

ARTICLE I, 

The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in the territories of the Chiefs of 
Ambrizette, and the Chiefs of Ambrizette engage to make and to proclaim 1l- law prohibiting any of 
their subjects, or 9,ny person within their jurisdiction, from selling or assisting in the sale of any slave 
for transportation to a foreign country; and the Chiefs of Ambrizette promise to inflict a severe 
punishment on any person who shall break this law, 

ARTICLE II, 

No European, or other person whatever, shall be permitted to reside within the territory of the 
Chids of Ambrizette for the purpose of carrying on in any way the Traffic in Slaves; and no houses or 
stores, or buildings of any kind whatever, shall be erected for the purpose of Slave Trade within the 
territory of the Chiefs of Ambrizette; and if any such houses, stores, or buildings shall at any future 
time be erected, and the Chiefs of Ambrizette shall fail or be unable to destroy them, they may. be 
destroyed by any British officers employed for suppression of the Slave Trade. 

ARTICLE III, 

If at any time it shall appeal' that Slave Trade has been carried on through or from .the territory 
of the Chiefs of Ambrizette, the Slave Trade may be put down by Great Britain by force upon that 
territory, and British officers may seize the boats of Ambrizette found anywhere carrying on the Slave 
Trade; and the Chiefs of Ambrizette will be subject to a severe act of displeasure on the part of the 
queen of England. 

ARTICLE IV. 

. The subjects of the Queen of Englaud may always trade freely with the people of Ambrizette in 
every article they may wish to buy and sell in all the plJLces and ports and rivers within the territories 
of the Chiefs of Ambrizette, and throughout the whole of their dominions; and the Chiefs of Ambrizette 
pledge themselves to show no favour and give rio privilege to the ships and traders of other countries 
which they do not show to those of England. 

ARTICLE V. 

, . Power in h.ereby expTessly reserved to tl.l~ Government of France to become a party to this Treaty 
if It should think fit, agreeably to the prOVISlOns of the Vth ATtlcle of the Convention between Her 
Majesty and the King of the French for the suppTession of the Tmffic in Slaves, signed at London on 
the 29th May, 1845. 

The term "Chiefs" throughout this Treaty shaH be taken and understood to comprehend Queen 
and Chiefs, 

In faith of which we have hereunto set our hands and seals, at Ambrizette, this 17th day of 
September, 1855, 

(Signed) CANGALA, her x mark, Queen of Arnbrizette, 
ZINGA, his x mark, Chief of A1nbTizette. 
GOODYANCAMA, his x mark, ditto. 
MAVOONGA, his x mark, ditto. 
VECAR, his x mark, ditto. 
ANTONIO, his x mark, ditto. 
HENRY NEED, Commandm' of ReT Majesty's Ship 

" Linnet." 
NAT. MOURILYAN, Lie1btenant, lIe?' Majesty's 

Ship " Linm.et." 

Witnesses; 

CHARLES W. PIKE, Acting po,Y1nasteT, Her 
~lrIaje8t?l'8 Ship" Linnet." 

(Signed) ALEXANDER MACKAY, Agent fol' English FadrYr1J. 
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, Agent jar A7ne?-iran Fact01"!J, 
T. F. D. RICKABY, ditto. 
H. C. WOGAN, lIfate, Her' Maje-sty's Skip" Linnet." 
CRAS. L. BROCKMA.''f, Cle'l'k, HM' Majesty's Ship" Lirllnet," 

[582] 
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O.A.BENDA. 

Engagement between H er MaJesty the Queen 0/ England and the King and Chiefs of. Cabc1~da,,f0r the 
Abolition of the Tm(fic in Sla,'Vcs,-Signed at Cabenda, on board He?' Brltan.n1C Majesty s ShIp 
" Harlequin," Febru,ary 11, 1853. 

Arthur Parry Eardley Wilmot, Esq., Commander of Her Majesty's ship" Harlequin," on .the parL 
of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and the King and Chiefs of CalJemla. and of the ne:ghbour­
hood, on the part of themselvlls and of their country, have agreed upon the follewlllg .t\rtHlles and 
conditions :-

ARTICLE I . 

The export of slaves to foreian countries is for ever abolished in the territories of the King and 
Chiefs of Cabenda. and the King ~nd Chiefs of Cabenda engage to make and to proclaim a law prohibiting 
any of their subjects, or any person within their jurisdiction, from selling or assisting in the sale of any 
slave for transportation to a foreign country, and the King and Chiefs of Cabenda promise to inflict it 
severe punishment on any person who shall break this law. 

ARTICLE II. 

No European, or other person whatever, shall be permitted to reside within the territory of the 
King and Chiefs of Cabenda for the purpose of carrying on in any way the Traffic in Slaves, and no 
houses, or stores, or buildings of any kind whatever shall be erected for the purpose of Slave Trade 
within the territory of the King and Chiefs of Cabenda; and if any such houses, stores, or buildings 
shall at any future time be erected, and the King and Chiefs of Cabenda shall fail or be unable to 
destroy them, they may be destroyed by any British officers employed for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade. 

ARTICLE III. 

If at any time it shall appear that Slave Trade has been carried on through or from the territory 
of the King and Chiefs of Cabenda, the Slave Trade may be put down by Great Britain by force upon 
that territory, and British officers may sei.ze the boats of Cabenda found anywhere carrying on the 
Slave Trade, and the King and Chiefs of Cabenda will be subject to a severe act of displeasure on the 
part of the Queen of England. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The slaves now held for exportation shall be delivered up to any British officer duly authorized to 
receive them, for the purpose of being carried to a British Colony, and there liberated; and all the 
implements of Slave Trade, and the barracoons or buildings exclusively used in Slave Trade, shall be 
forthwith destroyed. . 

ARTICLE V. . 

Europeans or other persons now engaged in the Slave Trade are to be expelled the country; the 
houses, stores, or buildings hitherto employed as slave factories, if not converted to lawful purposes 
within trn.'ee months of the conclusion of the engagement, are to be destroyed. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The subjects of the Queen of England may always trade freely with the people of Cabenda in 
every article they may wish to buy and sell in all the places and ports and rivers within the territories ' 
of the Killg and Chiefs of Cabenda, and throughout the whole of their dominions, and the King and 
Chiefs of Cabenda pledge themselves to show no favour and give no privilege to the ships and traders 
of other countries which they do not show to those of England, 

ARTICLE VII, 

Power is hereby expressly reserved to the Government of France to become a party to thi.~ Treaty, 
if it should think fit, agreeably to the provisions of Article V of the Convention between Her Majesty 
and the King of the French, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, signed at London on the 
29th May, 1845. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The King and Chiefs of Cabenda declare that no human beings shall at any time be sacrificed 
within their territories on account of religious or other ceremonies, and that they will prevent the 
barbarous practice of murdering prisoners captured in war. 

ARTICLE IX, 

Complete protection shall be afforded to missionaries or ministers of the Gospel, of whatever 
nation or country, following their vocation of spreading the knowledge and doctrines of Christianity, 
and extending the benefits of civilization, within the territory of the King and Chiefs of Cabenda. 

Encouragement shall be given to such missionaries or ministers in the pursuit of industry, in 
building houses for their residence and schools and chapels. They shall not be hindered or molested 
in their endeavours to teach the doctrines of Christianity to all persons willing and desirous to be 
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taught, nor shall any of the subjects of the King and Chiefs of Cabenda who may embrace the 
Christian faith be on that account, or on account of the teaching or e~ercise thereof, mo~ested or 
'troubled in any lneasutewhatS'O~ver. 

The King and Chiefs of Cabenda fU'rther agref3 to set apart a piece of land within a convenient 
distance of the principal towns, to be used as a burial-groqnd for Christ1an persons. And the funeral 
and sepulchres of the dead shaH not be dIsturbed m any way or upon any account. 

In faith of which we have b.el'f'(unto set our hands an-d seals, at Cabenda, this 11th 'day of 
February, 1853. 

(Sign~d.) M:EMB'UOO MALUEMBA, his x mark, King. of Cabenda. 
, ('lio'ned by the King himself, for 

fRA~C!S~O FRANCO, his x mark, Chief of Cabenda. 
Sianed by the King himself, for 

MUNGOV'O :MANUELLA, his x mark, ditto. 
A'EtIIUR 'P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Commander, He?' Britannic 

, Majf,gt~:$ Ship "Ha1'leq~,in," and Senior Officer, South Division. 

Witnesses: 

R. OOOTE, f/ommande1', He1' Br'itannic Majesty's Steam-vessel 
, "folcW/'to." 

(Signed) J. M. WICKER, Cll',?'k, 19'61' JJ1'itawnic 11£ajl'>Sty's Ship 
" Harlequin." 

VICENTE ANTONIO, Interp1'~tM"(PiYrttlg~,ese), f1'O?)/' Pon,qo 
Rive?'. 

CONGO. 

Ag1'eement with the Chiefs and Head?nen oj Congo River.-June 20,1854. 

By the express wish of the undersigned Chiefs and Headmen of the Cong@ River, the following 
Agreement was entered into, and considered fair and equitable for the mutual protection of trade and 
cPJil1illerc\> between the said Chief~ anq Headmen ancl the British traders. . 

ARTICLE I. 

That upon the arrival of any British ,merchant-vessel in this river for the purpo~e of trading 
therein, the supercargo shall, upon tendering the uSl~al eustom to the Chiefs or Headmen entitled to 
l'(Welv~ it, be allowed the p~iviJege of trading without allY further delays or molestation. 

Should the custom not be immediately taken ' when tendered, the ship is to commence trade; 
but it does not follow the supercargo is exempt from paying the custom, if subsequently demanded. 

ARTICLE II. 

Upon a trader expressing to a Chief or Headman his wish to settle and trade in his territory, he, 
the said Chief or Headman, shall appoint him ~ piege o~ ground to build his factory on; and it is to 
be distinctly understood by the Chiefs and I!eadmen that when the custom is paid or tendered, they, 
the Ohiefs, &c., are responsible for the safety of the lives and property of the traders against their own 
.people, or any others in their territory, 

ARTICLE III. 

N~ second custom shall be paid ]01' 0p.e voyage of a ship, sho1!ld it so happen that the supercargQ 
or master should die, or should the ship leave to visit other ports, and afterwards return to compLete 
cargo, &c., provided always that it is the same voy~e from Europe. ' . 

ARTICLE IV. 

No Ohief or Headmam, shall, un al'ly pretence whatever, force any tr1lllt fr0m any of the British 
traders, or ali@w any of his people S!\l to do. 

ARTICLE V. 

In the event of any misunderstanding between the Elatives and traders, the Chiefs, Headmen, and 
Ul~iiter6 of the shillS ~hall q[uiettr meet and inquire into the affair ,; and the Ohiefs pIed~e themselves 
tG p~B\sh any offender allelUid be he a native, and the masters pledge themsl<lves to do the same should 
hl\ P.\l @. whi~e man, ' , . , , 

f).h~llld the.' y :tl:p~ ~eg ~,e. \l:'lll.lL.' to set~~'l the. palavel', a letter i~ to be sen.t to IIet EritaniJic. 'Majjesty's 
Qollll,W, '3.t LQ~l'!a, Qor. ts 9~e!l;f ~ll~ M;~.e~ty's shIps; ~ut 01:\ IW such bt any other prete.Iwe s~all t~e 
trade be stopped or hrndere<f rn any way. ' , ,-. ' 

~~ N2 
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ARTICLE VI. 

We, the Chiefs and Headmen of this river, and masters and supercargoes of the British vessels, 
of our own free will, and perfectly understanding the above Articles of this Agreement, consider 
the same to be perfectly binding to us ali, and as a proof thereof, we here, in the presence of 
Lieutenant-Co=ander Norman B. Bedingfeld, and officers of Her :Majesty's ship "Pluto," affix our 
names. 

(Signed) PRINCE :MACRILLA. 
KING M:AZELLE. 
MAMBOOKO DE ZALI. 
MAFOOKA DE PUNTO. 
KING MEDORA. 
MAMBUCO MINGALLJ. 
ZOOA VO LING UESTER. 
PRINCE JACK. 
MANOEL. 
JOHN CHEESEMAN, Master and Superca?'[}o 

oj the English Brig " Sobraon." 

(Signed) NORMAN B. BEDINGFELD, Lieutenant-Commander, 
H er Majesty's Ship" Pluto." 

C. A . • T. HEYSHAM, Alate, ditto. 
E. SWAIN, Second Maste?', ditto. 
DAVID WILSON, .Assistant SU1'geon, ditto. 

" Pluto," Congo River, June 20, 1854. 

Engagement with the King oj Saint .Antonio in the River Congo. C01/L'nberCe; Slave Trade,. H1t?nan 
Sacrifices; and Protection oj Afissionaries.-Off River Congo, June 1, 1865. 

Engagement between Her :Majesty the Queen of England and King Antonio and his successors, of Saint 
Antonio, in the River Congo, for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves; for the prevention of human 
sacrifices; for the encouragement of lawful co=erce; for the protection of all white traders, 
more particularly B,itish; and for the punishment of all pirates and disturbers of the peace and 
good order of the river. 

Co=odore Arthur Pany Eardley Wilmot, C.B., co=anding Her Majesty's naval forces, on the 
part of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and King Antonio and his successors, in the River Congo, 
have agreed upon the following Articles and conditions :-

ARTICLE I. 

The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in the territory of King Antonio and 
his successors, and King Antonio and his successors engage to make and proclaim a law prohibiting any 
of their subjects, or any person within their jurisdiction, from selling, or assisting in the sale of, any 
slaves for transportation to a foreign country; and King Antonio and his successors promise to in:Ilict 
a severe punishment on any person who shall break this law. 

ARTICLE II. 

No European, or other person whatever, shall be permitted to reside within the territory of King 
Antonio and his successors for the purpose of carrying on in any way the Traffic in Slaves; and no 
houses, or stores, or buildings of any kind whatever shall be erected for the purpose of Slave Trade 
within the territory of King Antonio and his successors; and if any such houses, stores, or buildings 
shall at any future time be erected, and King Antonio and his successors sball fail, or be unable, to 
destroy them, they may be destroyed by any British officers employed for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 

ARTICLE III. 

If at any time it shall appear that Slave Trade has been carried on through or from the territory 
of King Antonio and his successors, the Slave Trade may be put down by Great Britain by force upon 
that territory; and British officers may seize tbe boats of King Antonio and his successors found any­
where carrying on the Slave Trade; and King Antonio and his successors will be subject to a severe act 
of displeasure on the part of the Queen of England. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The subjects of the Queen of England, and all European Powers friendly to her, may always trade 
freely with the people of King Antonio and his successors, in every article they may wish to buy and 
sell, in all the places within the territory of King Antonio and his suc()essors, and throughout the whole 
of their dominions; and King Antonio and his successors pledge themselves to show no favour and 
give no privilege to the ships and traders of other countries which they do not show to those of 
England. 
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ARTICLE V. 

Should the ships of English or other friendly traders be attacked by pirates or plun.derers, King 
Alltonio and his successors most faithfully promise assistance by sending their Chiefs and people with: 
arms, and will do all in their power to punish the robbers. 

ARTICLE VI. 

If at any time a naval officer of Great Brit~ shall require guides or armed people from King 
Antonio and his successors to accompany the sald officer on an expedition against pirates or other 
enemies of the Queen of England, King Antonio and his successors faithfully promise to provide 
them. 

ARTICLE VII. 

King Antonio and his successors declare that no human beings shall be sacrificed on account of 
religious or other ceremonies, and that they will prevent the barbarous practice of murdering prisoners 
in war. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Missionaries or ministers of the Gospel are to be allowed to reside in the territory of 
King Antonio and his successors, for the purpose of instructing tbe people in all useful occupations. 

. ARTICLE IX. 

If King Antonio and his successors faithfully abide by and perform the Articles of this Treaty, 
the British Government will consider King Antonio and his successors as its friends; and the 
Co=odore will authorize a "dash," or present, to be made to King Antonio and his successors at 
suitable times. 

Concluded on board Her Majesty's ship the "Rattlesnake," lying in Turtle Cove, River Congo, on 
the 1st day of June, in the year 1865. 

Signed by the Contracting Parties and sealed. 
(Signed) 

(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 

And witnessed by-
(Signed) EDMUND G. BOURKE, Lieutenant. 

JOHN LYON, Paymaster. 

A. P, EARDLEY WILMOT, Commodore. 
ANTONIO, King. 
DOMINGO, King's Brothe1'. 

H. B. ROBINSON, Sec?'etary to the Commodore. 
WILLIAM (L.S.), Headman at Sluzrk's Point. 

Engagement with Kings and Chiefs of the River Congo. Commerce; Slave Trade; Human Sacrifices; 
and Protection of Missionaries.-Off River Congo, J~~ne 6, 1865. 

Engagement between Her Majesty the Queen of England and the principal Chiefs (whose names appear 
hereafter) holding authority on the left bank of the River Congo, for the abolition of the 
Traffic in Slaves; for the prevention of human sacrifices; for the encouragement of lawful 
commerce; for the protection of all white traders, more particularly British; and for the punish. 
ment of all pirates and disturbers of the peuce and good order of the river. 

Commodore Arthur Parry Eardley Wilmot, C.B., commanding Her Majesty's naval forces, on the 
part of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and the principal Chiefs holding authority on the left bank 
of the Rlver Congo, have agreed upon the following Articles and conditions :* 

Concluded on board Her Britarulic Majesty's ship "Rattlesnake," in Turtle Cove, River Congo, on 
the 6th day of June, in the year 1865. 

Signed and sealed by us, the Contracting Parties: 
. (Signed) 

(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 

A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT, Comrrwdo1·e. 
KING PLENTY. 
KING MEDORA. 
KING BAMBOO. 
CAPETA. 
MANGOVA. 
PIBRANEO. 

(L.S.) NIMPLOOMBI. 
And witnessed by-

(Signed) F. MARTEN, Captain, Her Majest,!!s Ship" Archer," 
and Senior Office?', South Division. 

W. F. RUXTON, Commander, H er Majesty's Ship 
"Pandora." 

W. J. HUNT GRUBBE, Commander, Her J][ajesty's 
Ship" Jaseu?·." 

H. B. ROBINSON, Secretary to CIYlMnodore. 

• See Treaty with Saint Antonio, p. 90. 
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Engagement with Ohiefs holding authority on t"M Smdh Bank of the River Oongo. Slave Trade; 
Oomrneree; Hum.an Sacrifices'; Rcligion.-River Oongo, March 27, 1876. 

I 
Engagement between Her Majesty the Queen ?f Great ~ritain and Ireland, &c., and ~e principal 

Chiefs (whose names hereafter appear) holdrng authonty on the south bank of tbe River Congo; 
for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves ; for the prevention of human sacrifices; for the encourage­
ment of lawful co=erce; for the protection lli all white traders, more particularly British; and 
for the punishment of all pirates and disturbers of the peace and good order of the river. 

Co=odore Sir William Nathan Wrighte Hewett, K.C.B., V.C., commanding Her Britannic, 
Majesty's naval forces on the West Coast of Africa, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of Grea~ 
Britain and Ireland, &c., and the principal Chiefl! holding authority on the south bank of the Itiyer 
Congo (whose names are hereunto subscribed), on the part of themselves, their heirs and successors, 
have agreed upOl! the following Articles, viz. :-

ARTICLE I. 

The export of slaves to foreign countries is for eyer abolished in the territories of the Chiefs who 
are P¥p.es hereto; and ~he Chiefs Who p.re parties hereto do, for theQ.ls(1lve~, their heirs and successors, 
engage to l1lake and proclaim a law prohibiting any of their depeJl.dents.. O}' any pGl'llon within thett>. 
jurisdiction, from selling 01' assisting in the sale of any slaves for transportation to a foreign country; 
and the Chiefs who are parties hereto promise t~ inflict a severe punishment on any person who shall 
break this law. 

ARTICLE II. 

No European or other person whatever shall be permitted to reside within the territories of the 
Chiefs who are parties hereto, or of their heirs or successors, for the purpose of carrying on in any waY' 
the Traffic in Slaves 1 and no houses'l stores, or buildings of any kind whatever shall be erected for the 
purpose of the Slave Trade within the territories of the Chiefs who are pi1.rties hereto, 01' of their heirs 
or successors; and if any such houses, stores, or buildings shall at any future time be crected, and the 
Chiefs who are parties hereto, or their heirs 01' successors, fail or find themselves unable to destroy 
them, they may be destroyed by any British officers employed for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

ARTICLE III. 

If at any time it shall appear that the Slave Trade has been carried on through or from the 
territories of the Chiefs who are parties hereto, the Slave Trade may he put down by force upon those 
territories; and British officers may seize the boats of the Ohiefs who are parties hereto, or of their 
heirs and successors, found anywhere carrying on the Slave Trade, and the Chiefs who are parties 
hereto, their heirs and successors, will subject themselves to Her Britannic Majesty's severe dis­
pleasure. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, and all white foreigners, may always trade freely ,vith the 
people of the Chiefs who are parties hereto, and of their heirs and successors, in every article they may 
wish to buy or sell, at any place whatever within their respective territories; and the Chiefs who are 
parties hereto, for themselves, their heirs and successors, pledge themselves to show no favour and to 
give no privilege to the ships and traders of other countries which they do not show to those of Great 
Britain. 

'ARTICLE V. 

In the event of any British or other foreign vessel running aground in any part of the RiYer 
Congo neal' to our respeetiYe territories, we) the Chiefs who axe parties herew, faithfully promise, for 
ourselves, our heirs and successors, that we will in no way allow them to be interfered with under any 
pretence whatever, unless an application be made to us for assistance; and we do further faithfully 
promise that, immediately we hear of any such vessel being on shore and in danger, we will communi­
cate the intelligence to the nearest white settler. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Should any British or other foreign vessels, being aground in the river, apply to us for assistance, 
we, the Chiefs who are parties hereto, for ourselves, our heirs and successors, most faithfully promise 
to render her individually all the help in our power, provided we are fairly paid for our trouble.· 

ARTICLE VII. 

Should the ships of British or other friendly traders be attacked by pirates or plunderers, we, the 
Chiefs who are parties hereto, for ourselves, our heirs and successors, most faithfully promise assistance 
by sending our people with arms, and to do all in our power to punish the ropbers. 

ARTICLF; VIU. 

If at any time a naval officer of Great Britain shall rsq\\'i):Q gui1ies or armed people from the 
Chiefs who are parties hereto, or their heirs aRG SliGCeSSGrs, to a.ecocap&n.y the said officer on an expedi-

• N.B. x. Mark put on copies given to Chiefs to ena.ble them to point out more readily to the master of n vtlsel in distress 
the cO;1ditiona under which they are bound to render assistance. 



tion ~tUnst pirates dr othe'J' enemies' l!rf' filiI! Que'eil of dieM Brit!l.ifi, &o.! the OhieI1l vitft~ ltM p!l£tlies 
hereto faithfully promise, for themselv:es, thelr hellS a:nd suoeessIJ1\9, to proVlde them. 

ARTIOLE IX. 

The Ohiefs who are parties hereto, fell' themselves, their heirs ana successors, aeelare that no 
human beings shall he sacrificed on aocount of religious or other ceremonies, a.nd that they will prevent 
the barbaroUs practice of murdering prisoners in war. ' 

ARTICLE X. 

Missionaries, or other ministers of the Gospel, are to be allowed to reside in the territories of the 
Chiefs who are parties hereto, their heirs and Imoce3sors, for the purpose of instruCting the people in 
all useful occupations. 

ARTICLE XI. 

And in consideration of these engagements all past offences of the Chiefs whose names are here­
unto subscribed against the Queen of Great Britain, &c" are hereby forgiven. 

Concluded on board Her Majesty's ship" Active," off Shark's Point, in the River Congo, thiiJ 27th 
day of March, A,D. 1876. 

Signed by the Oontracting Parties. 
(Signed) 

Witnesses: . 

W. N. W. HEWETT, Commodo?'e, Commanding Her' 
BTitannic ~},fajesty's Naval Forces on the West Coast 
of AfTica. 

KING PARKER, his x marK. 
KING ASSAMBA, his x mark 
KING KALA, his x mark 
POLO BOLO, his x mark 
'M. PAOA, his x mark. 
NANTUDY, his x mark. 

(Signed) HENRY O. W. GIBSON, SecretaTy to the CommodoTe. 
E. N. ROLFE, Lieutenant, Her Majesty's Ship" Active." 

Additional ATticles to the Treaty with the Chiefs of the RiveT Oongo of June 1, 1865. Wrecks, &c.­
Rive?' Congo, March 27, 1876. 

ARTIOLE I. 

In the event of any British 01' other foreign vessel running aground in any part of the River 
Congo near to our respective territories, we, the Ohiefs whose names are hereunto subscribed, faith­
fully promise, for ourselves, our heirs and successors, that we will in no way allow them to be 
interfered with under any pretence whatever, unless an application be made to us for assistance; and 
we do further faithfully promise that immediately we hear of any such vessel being on shore, and in 
danger, we will co=unicate the intelligence to the nearest white settler. 

ARTICLE II. 

Should any British 01' other foreign vessel, being aground in the river, apply to us for assistance, 
we, the Ohiefs whose names aFe hereunto suhscribed, most faithfully promise to render her individually 
all the help in our power, provided we are fairly paid for our trouble.* 

Agreed to on board Her Majesty's ship "Active," lying off Shark's Point, in the River Oongo, 
on the 27th day of March, A.D. 1876, for ourselves and on behalf of Don Joa Franco Antonio, the 
present King. 

(Signed) DOMINGO, his x mark, Antonio's Brother. 
'M. BAINGO, his x mark, .Antonio's Son. 

In consideration of these engagements all past offences of the above Ohiefs against Her Majesty 
t4e Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., are hereby forgiven. 

(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT, Com-modore, Commanding Her 
Britannic Jl!Iajesty's Ships on the West Coast of 

Witnesses: 
Africa. 

, (Signed) , . HENRY O. W. GIBSON, SecretaTY to the Commod01·e. 
E. N. ROLFE, Lieutenant, Her Majesty's Ship" Active." 

" N .B. ". M~k put on copies given to CWee. to @nable thero to point out more raadily to the blaster of 8 ve".l in distress tbe 
conditlollJl under whIch they are bound to render as.istance. , 

-
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AdditWna/, Artiole.s to the Treaty ?oith the Chiefs of the River Congo of Jltne 6, 1865. Wrecks, &c.­
Rive'/' Congo, Ma7'Ch 27, 1876. 

I 
ARTICLE I. 

In the event of any British or other foreign vessel running aground in any part of the River 
Congo near to our respective territories, we, the Chiefs whose names are hereunto subscribed, faith­
fully promise, for ourselves, our heirs and successors, that we will in no way allow them to be 
interfered with under any pretence whatever, lIDless an application be made to us for assistance; and 
we do further faithfully promise that immediately we hear of any such vessel being on shore, and in 
danger, we will communicate the intelligence to the nearest white settler. 

ARTICLE II. 

Should any British or other foreign vessel, being aground in the river, apply to us for assistance, 
we, the Chiefs whose names are hereunto subscribed, most faithfully promise to render her indiyidually 
all the help in 0UI' power, provided we are fairly paid for our trouble. * 

Agreed to on board Her Majesty'R ship" Active," lying off Sha.rk's Point, in the RiYer Congo, on 
the 27th day of March, A.D. 1876. 

(Signed) KING PLENTY, his x mark. 
KING MEDORA, his x mark. 
CAPETA MEDORA, his x mark. 

In considera.tion of these engagements all past offences of the above Chiefs against Her Majesty 
the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., are hereby forgiven. 

Witnesses: 

(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT, CO'ln7noM7'e, CO'ln'lnanding Her 
Britannic Majesty's Ships on the We.st Coast of 
Af7·ica. 

(Signed) HENRY C. W. GIBSON, Secretary to the CO'ln'lnod01·e. 
E. N. ROLFE, IAeutenant, H er Majesty's Ship" A ctive." 

Treaty with King Anizanza, holding a?dh01'ity on the North Bank of the River Congo. Slave Trade; 
Commercej Hwman Sacrifices, &c.- River Congo, April 19, 1876. 

Engagement between Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., and King .An:izanza, 
for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves; for the prevention of human sacrifices; for the encou­
ragement of lawful commerce; for the protection of all white traders, more particularly British; 
and for the punishment of all pirates and disturbers of the peace and good order of the river. 

Lieutenant Henry Chapman Walker, commanding Her Britannic Majesty's ship" Foam," and 
Senior Officer in the Congo, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., 
and King Anizanza, whose names are hereunto subscribed on the part of himself, his heirs and succes­
sors, have agreed upon the following Articles :-

ARTICLE I. 

The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in my territory, and I do pledge 
myself, my heirs and successors, to engage and make and proclaim a law prohibiting any of my depen­
dants, or any person within my jurisdiction, from sclling or assisting in the sale of any slaves for 
transportation to a foreign country, and I hereto promise to inflict a severe punishment on any person 
who shall break the law. 

ARTICLE II. 

No European or other person whatever shall be permitted to reside within my territories, or those 
of my heirs or successors, for the purpose of carrying on in any way the Traflic in Slaves; and no 
houses, stores, 01' buildings of any kind whatever shall be erected for the purpose of the Slave Trade 
within my territories, or of my heirs or successors; and if any such houses, stores, or buildings shall at 
any future time be erected, and I, my heirs or successors, fail or find ourselves unable to destroy them, 
they lilay be destroyed by any British officers employed for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

ARTICLE III. 

If at any time it shall appear that the Slave Trade has been can-ied on through or from my 
territories, the Slave Trade !l).ay be put down by force upon those territorills, aJ;id any British officers 
may seize my boats, or those of my heirs or successors, found anywhere carrying on the Slave Trade, 
and I, my heirs or successors, will be s\1bject to Her Britannic Majesty's seyere displeasure. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The subjects of 11er Britalmic Majesty, and all white foreigners, may always trade freely with my 
people, and those of my heirs or successors, in every article they may wish to buy or seli, at any place 

• NoB, ". Matk put on copies ghen to Chiefs to enable thetn to poinl Ol,t mbre 1'e<lllilr to the master of a vesaol in dtab'e.. 
the conditions under which ther are bound to reDder a.sistanoe. 
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what~ver within my territory; and I, for myself, my heirs or success0ts, pledge myself to show no 
favour aud to give no privilege to the ships and traders of other countries which I do not show to those 
of Great Britain. ' 

ARTICLE V. 

In the event of any British or other foreign vessel running aground in any part of the River 
ConO'o near to my territory, I faithfully promise, for myself, my heirs and successors, that I will in no 
way'" allow them to be interfered with. uncl~r' any pretence ~hatev~r, unless an application be m.acle to 
me for assistance; ancl I clo further falthflllly pr01111se that, l=ecllately I hear of any vessel bemg on 
shore and in clanger, I will communicate the intelligence to the nearest white settler. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Should any British or other foreign vessel, beillg aground in the river, apply to me for assistance, 
I, for myself, my heirs ancl successors, most faithfully promise to rencler her all the help in my power, 
provided I am fairly paid for my trouble. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Should the ships of British or other friendly traders he attacked by pirates or plunderers, I, for 
myself, my heirs and successors, most faitllfully promise assistance hy sending my people with arms, 
and to do all in my power to punish the robbers. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

If at any time a naval officer of Great Britain shall require guides or armed people from myself, my 
heirs or successors, to accompany the said officer against pimtes or other enemi~s of the Queen of Great 
Britain, &c., I faithfully promise, for myself, my heirs and successors, to provide [them]. 

ARTICLE IX. 

I, for myself, my heirs and successors, declare that no human being shall be sacrificed on 
account of religious or other ceremonies, and that I will prevent the barbarous practice of ll1urdering 
prisoners in war. 

ARTICLE X. 

Missionaries or other ministers of the. Gospel are to be allowed to reside in my territory, and those 
of my heirs and successors, for the purpose of instructing the people in all useful occupations. 

ARTICLE XI. 

And in consideration of these engagements all past offences of Anizanza against the Queen of 
Great Britain &c., are hereby forgiven. 

Concluded on board Her Majesty's ship "Foam," lying off Point Henderson, in the River Congo, 
on the 19th April, 1876. 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

HENRY C. WALTER, Lieutenant, Oommanding 
Her Majesty's Ship" Foam." 

ANIZANZA, his x mark. 
Witnesses: 

(Signed) H. SANCTUARY, Naviga.ting Slbb-Lieutenant, 
Ber Majesty's Ship" Foam." 

ROBT. SPROULE, Surgeon, He?' Majesty's Ship 
Ci Foa1T/,.}) 

CAPETA, his x mark. 
YOUKA, his x mark, Son of Anizanza. 

Engagement with the King of Mellella. Slcwe Tmde; 007Mnerce; ·Wrecks; Human Sacrifices; Religion.­
River Oongo, jJ1arch Hi, 1877. 

Engagement between Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, Empress of India, &c., and 
King Mellella, for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves; for the prevention of human sacrifices; 
for the encouragement of lawful commerce; for the protection of all white traders, more particu­
larly. British; and for the punishment of all pirates and disturbers of the peace and good order of 
the flver . 

. Leicester Chantrey Keppel, Esquire, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's ship" Avon," and 
Semor Officer m the River Congo, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Empress of IndIa, &c., and King Mellella, whose nalUe is hereunto subscribed, on the part of himself, 
IllS hell'S and successors, have agreed upon the following Articles :- . 

ARTICLE 1. 

T~e export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in my tenitory, and I do pledge, for 
myself , my helrs and successors, to engage and make ancl proclaim a law prohibiting any of my 
dependants or any person within my jurisdiction from sellina or a.~sistinO' in the sale of any slaves for 
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trsllsportation to a foreign country, and I hereto promise to inflict a severe punishment on any persOIl 
\"ho sl}all break the law. 

AB,TICLE II. 

No European or other person whatever shall be permitted to reside within my territories, or those 
of m~' heirs or successors, fer the purpose of carrying on in any way the Traffic in Slnxes; and no 
houses, stores, or buildings of any kind whatsoewr shall be Arected for the purpose of the Slave l'rnde 
within my territories, or those of my heirs or successors; and if any such houses, st ores, or buildings 
shall at any futtu'e time be erected, and I, my heirs or succe ors, fail or find onrselves unable to 
tlestToy them, they may be destroyed by any British officers employed for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 

ARTICLE III. 

If at any tinle it shall appear that the Slave Tracio is being carried on through or from any part 
of my territories, the Slave Trade may be put dO,,'1l by force upon those telTitories, and ullY British 
officers may seize my boats, 01' those of my heirs or succe 01'S, found flnywhere cflrrying 011 the 
Slu\'e Trade, and I , my heirs or successors, will be subject to Her Britannic MA.jesty's severe 
displeasure. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The subjects of Her Britannic :Uajesty, and all whi te foreigners, may always h'ade freely with my 
people, and those of my heirs or successors, in eVilry article they nmy wish to buy or sell, at any place 
whatsoever within my territory, and I, for myself, my heirs or successors, pledge myself to show no 
favour and to give no privilege to the ships and tradel'S of other countries which I do not show to 
those of Great Britain. 

ARTICLE V. 

In the event of any British or other foreign vessel rlUming aground in any part of the River 
Congo near to my territory, I faithfully pl'Omise, for myself, my heirs and successors, that I will in no 
way allow them to be interfered with under any pretence whatever, unless an application be made to 
me for assistance; and I do furtber faithfully promise that, immediately I hear 'of any yessel being Oil 
shore and in danger, I will communicate the intelligence to the nearest white settler. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Should any British or other foreign vessel, being aground in the river, apply to me for assistance, 
I, for myself, my hei.rs A.nd successors, most faithfully promise to render her all the help in my power, 
provided I am fairly paid for my trouble. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Should the ships of British or other friendly traders be attacked by pirates or plunderers, I, for 
myself, my heiTs or successors, most faithfully promise assistance by sending my people with arm~, and 
doing all in my power to punish the robbers. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

If at any time a na'Val officer of Great TIritain shall require guides or armed people from myself, 
my heirs or successors, to accompany the said officer against pirates or other enemies of the Queen of 
Great Britain, I faithfully promise, for myself, my heirs and successors, to provide them. 

ARTICLE IX. 

I, for myself, my heirs and succeSSOl'S, declare that no human being shall be sacrificed on account 
of religious or other ceremonies, and that I will prevent the barbarous practice of murdering priGoners 
of war. 

ARTICLE X . 

Missionaries or other mllllSters of the Gospel are to be allowed to reside in my territory, 
and those of my heirs and successors, for the purpose of instructing the people in all useful 
occupations. 

ARTICLE XI. 

And in consideration of these engagements, all past offences of King Mellella against the Queen 
'ilf Great Britain, &c., are hereby forgiven. 

Concluded on board H er Majesty's ship" Avon," at Mellella, this 19th day of March, 1877. 
(Signed) LEICESTER C. KEPPEL, Comrnandc1', Her Majesty's 

Ship" Avon." 
MEL LELLA, his x mark, King of Mellella, Rive?' Congo. 

Witnesses to signattu'es of Contracting Parties : 
(Signed) ANDREW W. ROGERS, Seniol' L ieutenant, H ei' 

Majesty's Ship" A 'wn." 
HE~RY J. OLLARD, A ss'istant Papnastcr, H m' 

],[ajesty's Ship" Avon." 
CAPETA. OF MELLELLA., his x mark. 
THE SISTER OF QUEEN ANNAZOZA., her x mark. 

t 
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Engagement with the King of Lucalla. Slave Tmde; C0l171merce; Wrecks; Human Sacrifices; Religion. 
• - River Congo, March 20, 1877. 

Engagement between Her Maj~sty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, E~press of India, &c., and 
KinO' Lucalla for the abolitlOn of the Traffic In Slaves; for the preveliltlOn of human sacrrfices; 
for the enc~uragement of lawful commerce; for tl'te protection of all white traders, more 
particularly British; and for the punishment of all pirates and disturbers of the peace and good 
orJer of the "River Congo. 

Leicester Chantrey Keppel, Esquire, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's ship "Avon," and 
Senior Officer in the River Congo, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Empress of India, &c., and King Lucalla, ,."hoso3 name is ~l ereunto subscribed, on the part of himself, 
his heirs or successors, have agreed upon the followmg ArtIcles :-

ARTICLE I. 

The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in Thly territory, and I do pledge, for 
myself, my heirs and successors, to engage ami make and proclaim a liillw prohibiting any of my 
dependants, or Q,ny person within my jurisdiction, from selling or assisting in the sale of any slaves for 
transportation to a foreign country; and I hereby promise to inflict a severe punishment on any person 
who shall break the law. 

ARTICLE II. 

No European or other person whatever shall be permitted to reside within my territories, or those 
of my heirs or successors, for the purpose of carrying on in any way the Traffic in Slaves, and no 
houses, stores, or buildings of any kind whatsoever shall be erected for the purpose of the Slave Trade 
within my territories, or those of my heirs or successors; and if any such houses, stores, or buildings 
shall at any future time be erected, and I, my heirs or successors, fail or find ourselves unable to 
destroy them, they may be destroyed by any British officers employed for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade. 

ARTICLE III. 

If at any time it shall appear that the Slave Trade is being carried on through or from any palt of 
my territories, the Sla1le Trade may be put down by force upon those territories, and any British 
officers may seize my boats, or those of my heirs or successors, found anywhere carrying on the Slave 
Trade, and I, my heirs or successors, will be subject to Her Brit~\llnic Majesty's severe displeasure. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, and all white foreigners, may always trade freely with my 
people, and those of my heirs or successors, in every article they may wish to buy or sell at any place 
whatsoever within my territories; and I, for myself, my hcirs, and successors, pledge myself to show 
110 favour and to give no privilege to the ships and traders of other countries which I do not show to 
those of Great Br~tain . 

ARTICLE V. 

In the event of any British or other foreign vessel running aground in any part of the River Congo 
near to my territory, I faithfully promise, for myself, my heirs and successors, that I will in no way 
allow them to be interfert>d with under any pretence whatever, unless an application be made to me for 
assistance; and I do further faithfully promise that, immediately I hear of any vessel being on shore 
and in danger, I will communicate the intelligence to the nearest white settler . 

.ARTICLE VI. 

Should any British or other foreign vessel, being agr'ound in the river, apply to me for assistance, 
I, for myself, my heirs and successors, most faithfully promise to render her all the help in my power, 
provided I am fairly paid for my trouble. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Should the ships of British or other friendly traders be attacked by pirates or pll1mlel'ers, I, for 
myself, my heu's and successors, most faithfully promise assistance by sending my people ,,-ith arms, 
and doing all in my power to punish the robbers . 

.ARTICLE VIII. 

If at any time a naval officer of Great Britain shall require guides or armed people from myself, 
my heirs and successors, to accompany the said officer against pirates or other enemies of the Queen of 
Great Britain, I faithfully promise, for myself, my heirs and successors, to provide them, 

ARTICLE IX. 

I, for myself, my heu's and successors, declare that no human being shall be sacrificed on account 
of religious or other ceremonies, and that I will prevent the barbarous practice of murdering prisoners 
of war. 

ARTICLE X. 

Missionaries or other ministers of the Gospel are to be allowed to reside in my territory, and tho"c 
of my heirs and successors, for the purpose of instructing the people in all useful occupations. 

[582J 0 2 
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ARTICLE XI. 

And in consideration of these engagements, all past offences of King LucaIla a"cra.i.nst the Queen ot 
Great Britain, &c., are hereby forgiven. 

Concluded on board Her Majesty's ship "Avon," at Punta de Lenha, tIllS 20th day of 
March, 1877. 

(Signed) LEICESTER O. KEPPEL, COIIMnaMm', JIer Majesty's 
Ship" Avon." 

LUOALLA, his x mark, King of J/iwalla, River Congo. 

Witnesses to signatures of Contracting Parties: 
(Signed) ANDREW W. ROGERS, Senior Lieutenant, He'/" 

Majesty's Ship" Avon." 
HENRY J. OLLARD, Assistant Paymaster, Her 

Majesty's Ship" Avon." 
MAMBouKo OF LUCALLA, his x mark. 
CAPETA OF LUCALLA, his x mark. 

KINSEMBO. 

Engagement between He,' Majesty the Queen of England and the King and Chiefs of Kinsembo /01' tILt 
Abolition of the T1'affic in Slaves.- - Signed at Kinsembo, July 13, 1857. 

Oommander Victor Grant Hickley, of Her Majesty's sillp " Ohilders," on the part of Her Majesty 
the Queen of England, and the King and Ohiefs of Kinsembo and of the neighbourhood, on the part of 
themselves and of their country, have a"areed upon the following Articles and conditions:-

AI{TICLE I. 

The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in the territories of the King and 
Ohiefs of Kinsembo; and the King and Ohiefs of Kinsembo engage to make and t·o proclaim a law 
prohibiting any of their subjects, or any person within theil' jurisdiction, from selling or assisting in 
the sale of any slave for transportation to a foreign country; and the King and Ohiefs of Kinsembo 
promise to inflict a severe punishment on any person who shall break this law. 

ARTICLE II. 

No European, or other person whatever, shall be permitted to reside within the territory of the 
King and Chiefs of Kinsem bo for the purpose of carrying on in any 'Way the Traffic in Slaves; and no 
houses, or stores, or buildings of any kind whatever, shall be erected for the purpose of Slave Trade 
within the tenitory ot the King and Ohiefs of Kinsembo; and if any such houses, stores, or buildings 
shall at any future time be erected, and the King and Ohiefs of Kinsembo shall fail or be unable to 
destroy them, they may be destroyed by any British officers employed for the suppression of Slave 
Trade. 

ARTICLE III. 

If at any time it shall appear that Slave Trade has been carrird on through or from the territory 
of the King aad Ohiefs of Kinsembo, the Slave Trade may be put down by Great Britain by force upon 
that territory, and British officers may seize the boats of Kinsembo found anywhere carrying on the 
Slave Trade; and the King and Ohiefs of Kinsembo will be subject to a severe act of displeasure on 
the part of the Queen of England. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The subjects of the Queen of England may always trade freely with the people of Kinsembo in 
every article they may wish to buy and sell, in all the places, and ports, Rnd rivers within the territories 
of the King and Chiefs. of Kinsembo, and throughout the whole of their dominions; and the King and 
Ohiefs of Kinsembo pledge themselves to show no favour and give no privilege to the ships and traders 
of other couGtries which they do not show to those of England. 

ARTICLE V. 

Power is hereby expressly reserved to the Government of France to become a party to this Treaty, 
if it should think fit, agreeably to the provisions of Article V of the Oonvention between Her Majesty 
and the King of the French for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, ~igned at London on the 
21lth May, 1845. 
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In faith of which we have hereunto set our hands and seals, at Kinsembo, this 13th day of July, 
185\ 

(Signed) 

Witnesses: 

V. G. HICKLEY. 
KING KINOONO, his x mark. 
TONAO, his x mark, King's Messengtr. 
TONAO, bis x mark, King's B1·othe1·. 
MINGADDI, his x mark, Chief. 

(Sianed) KIMBASTEE, his x mark, King's Interpreter. 
'" TE-SHEMAO, his x mark, Chief 

CHARLES W. HOPE, Commandm', Her Majesty's 
Ship" PromethPlUS." 

JAMES HUNT, Commandm', Hm' Majesty's Ship 
" Alecto." 

GEORGE W. MOORE, Agent for Messrs. T. Tobin 
and Son. 

MALIMBA. 

Treaty with the Chiefs of Malimba.-Signed at lJ{alimbct, March 31, 1848 . 

.Alexander Murray, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's ship "Favorite," on the part of Her 
Majesty the Queen of England, and the Chiefs of Malimba and of the neighbourhood, on the pa,rt of 
themselves and of their country, have agreed upon the following Articles and conditions :-

ARTICLE r, 
The export of slaves to fOl"eig-n countries is for ever abolished in the territories of the Chiefs of 

Malimba, and the Chiefs of Malimba engage to make and to proclaim a law prohibiting any of tbeir 
subjects, or any person within their jurisdiction, from selling or assisting in the sale of any slave for 
transportation to a foreign country, and the Chiefs of Malimba promise to inflict a severe punishment 
on any person who shall break this law. 

ARTICLE II. 

No European, or other person whatever, shall be permitted to reside within the territory of the 
Chiefs of Malimba for the purpose of carrying on in any way the Traffic in Slaves, and no houses, or 
stores, or buildings of any kind whatever shall be erected for the purpose of Slave Trade witbin the 
territory of the Chiefs of Malimba, and if any such houses, stores, or buildings sball at any future 
time be erected, and the Chiefs of Malimba shall fail or be unable to destroy them, they may be 
destroyed by any British officers employed for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

ARTICLE III. 

If at any time it shall appear that Slave Trade has been carried on through or from the territory 
of the Chiefs of Malimba, the Slave Trade may he put down by Great Britain by force upon that 
territory, and British officers may seize the boats of Malimba found anywhere carrying on the Slave 
Trade, and the Chiefs of Malimba will be subject to a severe act of displeasure on the part of the 
Queen of England. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The subjects of the Queen of England may always trade freely with the people of Malimba, in 
every article they may wish to buy and sell, in all the places and ports and rivers within the territories 
of the Ohiefs of Malimba, and throughout the whole of their dominions, and the Chiefs of MaliInba 
pledge themselves to show no favour and give no privilege to the ships and traders of other countries 
which they do not show to those of England. 

ARTICLE V. 

. Power is llereby expressly reserved to His Majesty the King of the French to become a party to 
this Treaty, 1f he shoul~ thlllk fit, agreeably to the provisions of Article V of the Convention between 
Her MaJesty and the King of the French, signed at London on the 29th May, 1845. 

In faith of which we have hereunto set om hands and seals, at Malimba, this 31st day of March, 
1848. 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 
(L.S.) 

PRINOE JUMBO, his x mark (for himself and King 
Pass). 

HEADMAN, his x mark. 
YO UNG PASS, his x mark, King Pass' Son. 
KL.'fG DYER, his x mark. 
DUKE, his x mark. 
ALEX. MURRAY, Com'ntander of He1' Majesty's Sloop 

" Favorite." 
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By virtue of the power deputed to IDe, I hereby declare the approval of Her :Majesty the Queeu, 

my Mistress, to the above en"cragement. Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's loop " Favorite," (It Malimlll\, thi, 31st ·r of 

March, 1848. (Signed) ALEX. l\IUltRA1, 
ComrnandC1' of Hc)' ]'fajcsty's 67001' " Fa'l'o/'itr." 

The foregoing Treaty was signeLl, sealed, and delivered in our presence. 

Witnesses: 
(Signed) ALFD. ROYER, First Lie'lltenant of Rer Majesty'" 

Sloop" Favo?·ite." 
L. W, PEYTON, Second Lituterumt, ditto. 
M. HEA.TH, ].[aster (Acting), ditto. 
WM, A, PARKER, Interpreter, ditto, 
JIM, his x mark, King Pass' Inte?-p'reter. 
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