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JK: Senator P e l l , could you explain what your r o l e was at the 

San Francisco Conference on the founding of the UN? 

P e l l : C ertainly, and I would preface t h i s interview by saying 

how glad I am that you are doing i t . I have always 

believed i n the United Nations. In f a c t my father 

offered our place i n upstate New York i n Duchess County, 

almost one thousand acres of land, f o r the UN as a free 

g i f t and i f you are doing research on t h i s y o u ' l l f i n d 

that o f f e r and the reply by Trygve L i e , who was then the 

Secretary-General, i n the f i l e s of the United Nations. 

You might want to d i g that information up. The question 

was whether i t would be i n South Dakota or whether i t 

would be i n New York at T u r t l e Bay, which i s where i t i s 

now, or whether i t would be i n Duchess county where my 

father offered our house, and there were other s i t e s . 

So, you can see my family's b e l i e f i n the United Nations 

by the willingness to o f f e r our home. So, I do hope that 

i n your research work that you w i l l get that 

correspondence out from the UN. I know i t ' s there. I 

don't have i t . 

You asked me here what my job was. I was 

assi s t a n t secretary of committee three of commission 

three, which my r e c o l l e c t i o n i s dealt with m i l i t a r y 

enforcement arrangements out of a r t i c l e 43, 44, and 45 of 

the Charter. You undoubtedly have the handbooks set up 

by the UN showing the d i f f e r e n t committees. That shows 
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a l l the d i f f e r e n t people involved. 

JK: Were you a part of the State Department? 

P e l l : No, I was a s s i s t a n t secretary of committee three of 

commission three which means I was a Coast Guard o f f i c e r 

on detached duty wearing c i v i l i a n clothes f o r the f i r s t 

time i n four years, I guess, during the war. The whole 

s e c r e t a r i a t was made up b a s i c a l l y of young o f f i c e r s from 

the various united nations p a r t i c u l a r l y the United 

States. Our chief of the s e c r e t a r i a t was Alger Hiss, who 

had, at that time, a reputation f o r having a pretty hard 

l i n e on the Russians. That reputation has changed. 

JK: Right, and I understand that he considered himself i n 

that r o l e as an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i v i l servant. Would that 

have been your r o l e , too? 

P e l l : Yes, that's r i g h t . And another thing at the Conference 

I remember I c o l l e c t e d the pink s l i p s of paper i n the 

f i n a l signing ceremony where everbody signed t h e i r name 

and I turned those over to Providence College i n Rhode 

Island which has them a l l framed. And my r e c o l l e c t i o n i s 

that I miscounted by one and that had to be corrected. 

JK: The United Nations i s also very i n t e r e s t e d i n information 

about the founding of the UN because the f i f t i e t h 

anniversary i s coming up. 

P e l l : A f t e r the UN came into being they moved to Hunter 

College. Then I was Assistant Secretary of the Committee 

of Experts of the Security Council at Hunter College. 
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Then i t moved from Hunter College to Sperry and then from 

there to T u r t l e Bay. 

What was the atmosphere i n San Francisco when they were 

working on the Charter? Were people optimistic? 

Yes, we f e l t that we were creating a new organization, a 

new structure. The basic thought was that anything the 

League of Nations d i d we t r i e d to do a b i t d i f f e r e n t l y or 

the opposite and learn from the mistakes of the past. 

The atmosphere was one of indescribable enthusiasm. We 

saw to i t that a l l the delegates who came there and the 

Sec r e t a r i a t went by t r a i n across the United States and 

the e f f e c t of t h i s t r i p crossing the r i c h farming lands 

and the factory towns of the United States had a 

tremendous impact on a l l the delegates and l e f t us with 

a f e e l i n g of moving and shaking things i n San Francisco. 

I wanted to ask you about some of the controversies and 

concepts that came up involving the structure of the UN. 

What were some the discussions evolving around the big 

power veto? 

I t was so long ago now. I t was more than f o r t y years 

that I don't r e c a l l the d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l squabbles. 

I remember the one about the b i g country veto, but, I 

can't r e c a l l how that was resolved. I had focussed my 

own work on committee three of commission three on the 

m i l i t a r y enforcement arrangements. 



JK: Why don't we go on to that subject, then. Was i t f e l t i n 

the Conference i n San Francisco that the United Nations 

would have i t s own m i l i t a r y force? 

P e l l : Yes, we had set up what we c a l l e d the M i l i t a r y S t a ff 

Committee — you r e a l l y have caught me cold; I r e a l l y 

haven't thought about t h i s f o r more than f o r t y years — 

the M i l i t a r y S t a f f Committee would be set up which would 

presumably have i n t e r n a t i o n a l components with some sort 

of force under i t . Unfortunately, with the veto the 

M i l i t a r y S t a f f Committee has never been able to exercise 

i t s authority. I t was set up and became the l a s t r e s t i n g 

place, retirement home, f o r senior o f f i c e r s of the f i v e 

permanent members of the Security Council. 

JK: At the time when you were involved i n the planning for a 

m i l i t a r y force was i t r e a l l y believed that the UN would 

have i t s own forces? 

P e l l : My r e c o l l e c t i o n i s that i t was e i t h e r to have i t s own 

force or forces under i t that would work together. As i n 

Korea, f o r example, where the United Nations had 

d i f f e r e n t troops, English, Canadians, Americans, as well 

as others. So whether those would be i n a s i n g l e u n i t or 

whether they would be separate u n i t s under UN command I 

do not r e c a l l . 

JK: When the United Nations was being formed at the time the 

r o l e of the Secretary General was established and he was 

given a f a i r amount of power. Was i t envisioned that he 
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would become the kind of mediator that has evolved today? 

P e l l : My r e c o l l e c t i o n i s that he was envisioned as having a 

stronger r o l e than the equivalent i n d i v i d u a l had i n the 

League of Nations. 

JK: There was some controversy about Argentina being able to 

j o i n the Conference. 

P e l l : Yes, i t had started out on the question of who belonged, 

being those among the "United Nations'* that had declared 

war and Argentina had been among those who had not 

declared war. But, we wanted to keep i t open. So, the 

idea of u n i v e r s a l i t y was, i f I remember c o r r e c t l y , 

accepted at San Francisco. Obviously, Germany and Japan 

would not be given an i n v i t a t i o n , but l a t e r they worked 

t h e i r way i n . 

JK: Also, i n terms of membership the Soviet Union was 

eventually given three r e p r e s e n t i t i v e s . What were some 

of the discussions on t h i s issue? 

P e l l : Right, there was quite a l o t of discussion about i t . But, 

i t seemed to be the p r i c e of Soviet admission. And some 

of these things were agreed to beforehand at previous 

meetings, at Dumbarton Oaks, f o r example. 

JK: In s e t t i n g up the m i l i t a r y force was there discussion 

about s e t t i n g up a UN naval force? 

P e l l : Yes, there was. I t was assumed that a l l of us i n the 

army, navy, and a i r f o r c e would be'involved. 

JK: Over the years the UN has become very involved i n the 
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issues of human r i g h t s and of arms con t r o l and yet there 

was nothing i n the Charter that provides f o r that. Why 

was that so? [a buzzer goes o f f c a l l i n g the Senate to the 

f l o o r f o r a vote] 

P e l l : — T h a t ' s the b e l l . I'm going to have to go i n a minute— 

The reason f o r that i s that we were not as conscious 

of human r i g h t s , i n those days, as we should have been 

and General Smuts, the head of South A f r i c a played a 

leading r o l e there. This was even before South A f r i c a 

had developed apartheid. Apartheid came afterwards i n 

the f i f t i e s or s i x t i e s . So, human r i g h t s was not a b i g 

deal at that time. I t should have been, but was not. We 

ourselves had human r i g h t s problems r i g h t here i n the 

nation's c a p i t o l . Blacks couldn't go to the movie 

theater. Jews couldn't buy land i n c e r t a i n parts of the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia. So, human r i g h t s was not on the 

front burner at that time. 

JK: Was s e l f determination a major issue? 

P e l l : That was more of a major issue during World War I under 

Woodrow Wilson. 

JK: There were some provisions made at that time f o r economic 

and s o c i a l development, f o r the United Nations to become 

involved i n those issues. 

P e l l : That's r i g h t , we set up the Economic and S o c i a l Council 

j u s t l i k e we set up the United Nations Education, 

S c i e n t i f i c , and C u l t u r a l Organization. 
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JK: Was t h i s something that the US was p a r t i c u l a r l y 

interested in? Was the Soviet Union as interested? 

P e l l : Well, I think i t was f e l t at the time that j u s t l i k e the 

Security Council you ought to have an economic co u n c i l . 

ECOSOC as i t ' s known. 

JK: Was i t f e l t that economic development would somehow help 

develop peace? 

P e l l : No, i t was j u s t f e l t that t h i s was one area of possible 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n . 

JK: Who of the people there were p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f l u e n t i a l ? 

P e l l : There was a Russian Admiral who played quite a r o l e . In 

the S e c r e t a r i a t I remember Eddy Hambrough. From the old 

League, Martin H i l l . Those are two that I p a r t i c u l a r l y 

remember. We p a l l e d arould there. I had known Martin 

H i l l before. Nelson Rockefeller played a very b i g role? 

JK: What were h i s interests? 

P e l l : L a t i n America. I remember famous people of the future, 

I remember John F. Kennedy there. He was there as a 

newspaper correspondent. My own subcommittee chairman 

was B i l l Fox. Ernest Rathbone was the o v e r a l l boss of 

the S e c r e t a r i a t reporting i n to Alger Hiss. 

JK: Are there any p a r t i c u l a r items that you remember that 

you'd l i k e to add? 

P e l l : I j u s t remember the excitement and the f i n a l signature 

ceremony and how lucky I was to be the man who c o l l e c t e d 

the signatures. We worked hard f o r several months t r y i n g 
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to develop the Charter. French and English were spoken. 

Those were the two working languages. I want to 

emphasize how glad I am you are doing t h i s because I for 

one have been a tremendous b e l i e v e r i n the United 

Nations. I was a delelgate to i t i n 1970 and I have 

followed i t c l o s e l y through the years. I f I had a l i t t l e 

more time and could refresh my memory more I'm sure more 

thoughts would come out. 

JK: Well, we appreciate your taking the time to do t h i s . One 

other question, was Truman as supportive of the United 

Nations a f t e r Roosevelt's death as Roosevelt had been? 

P e l l : Well, I didn't know e i t h e r one of them personally. I 

wish I had. But, one had the f e e l i n g that our whole 

government was interested a l l up and down the l i n e 

because t h i s was the means to avoid war i n the future. 

There was tremendous enthusiasm. 

JK: Thank you very much. 

P e l l A l l r i g h t . 
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