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AROUND the massive. narrow-corridored law CourlS 
building in Freetown, on Saturday. 17th October 1970, 
• two-part crowd milled about all day, excited by two 
events closely linked in lime but completely different 
in nature.. The crowds wefe composed of large numbers 
of citizens on the onc hand and. on the other, large 
numbers of police with truncheons and soldiers in full 
action dress. In the morning these unifonned forces 
were massed around the Law Courts buildings and 
environs. at the. ready to dcal with any eventualities; 
for a habeas rorpus hearing was due in court that day, 
filed in Cavour of the opposition leaders then and still 
held in dc.I.ention by order of the govemment of Prime 
Minister Siala Stevens. 

'A SCale of Emergency' 

The morning crowd, mostly supporters and members 
of the ruling party. the All Peoples Congress (A.P.C.). 
were of course there to see what was going to happen 
and. by the nature of the c\'entuaiities, to cheer, to jeer 
or perhaps even to get into a scume or two among 
themselves. ranged political opponents as some of them 
were_ But vcry little happened during this half of the 
day. c.:~cept for the noisy mixture of loud speCUlation, 
light hearted banter and threats of political hell·fire 
and damnation each against the other side. For the 
court action was adjourned after all. having been men· 
tloned once before and then fixed for hearing on this 
Saturday morning_ 

The morning .... I.;s~ion .. then merged into the .uter· 
noons' ewn feature evcnt. namely the selection of "Mi~ 
Sierra Leone 1970" (in which. incidentally. this observer 
was pre<;scd into scn icc as one of five judges chosen 
"0 the spot!) Thus the two events were of diametricall}' 
opposite nature but united. on the one hand. by the 
unabated intere~t of the two cro ..... ds of civilians. while 
at the same time disconnccted by the presence of sol. 
du~:rs and police. both times. in \::J.rge numbers. In point 
of fact in the afternoon the uniforms were only engaged 
In the long proce;.s of returning to barracks. but as long 
as they werc around. their presence was incongruous 
with the kind of atmosphere you would expect at the 
tite of a beauty competition. 

Howc.\·er. incongruous or not. the actl\ltlCS of the 
anny and the police in this area of Freetown on Satur· 
day the 17th of Octob« was in fact but a preludl! to 

and a dress rehearsal for the drama of Monday the 
19th and Tuesday the 20th. For these were the dates 
of the meeting of parliament at wbicb the P rime Minis­
ter: (I) sougbt and got the acquiescence of the House 
on his motion "that a state of emergency [e:t.istedJ in 
Sierra Leone", and (2) asked that ministers who had 
carried out certain duties. from the 14th of September 
to date, in connection with a disturbed state of political 
affairs since that date, should be indemnified by an act 
of parliament for those perfonnances. The anny and 
the police on these occasions bad only moved their 
guard about a mere 500 yards up and then all the way to 
Towerhill, ~bc.re sits the dark brown, modenlistic pile 
that is Sierra Leone's National Assembly. There the 
security was thick, though by no means awesClme; busi­
nesslike in their searcbing and frisking, but not hostile. 

The Prime Minister, greeted on entry by a standing 
house but a seated opposition, moved on this first day 
(Monday the 19th) his motion for a declaration of emer· 
cency. In his speech introducing the motion Mr. Stevens 
made five points: 

I. That. following certain events of a political nature 
within his party and gOYemment, there had been 
a series of disturbing incidents in tbe country since 
the 13th of September. te.nding to tbe d isruption 
of peaceful conditions and relations. He cited at 
least five occasions between then and now when 
there had been assault and fighting. attack with 
raw acid, rioting and death. etcetera, Upon 
growing pressu res on him he had been obliged, he 
stated. to arrest and detain certain indi,-iduals, in­
cluding two resigned mini~ters. who had fonned 
a new and disrupti\e political party responsible for 
the prescnt state of Unrest; 

2 that a new and really dangerous element had only 
just developed. namely. an assembling of anns and 

ammunition by the anti.go\-emment interests. ob­
viously for unlawful purposes: also, he said, It had 
been discovered that letters were being sent to peo· 
pIe by the detainees - c\·cn from prison! 
offering bnbcs for unl~wrul activities. 

l that the consequences of such a trend of affairs 
Included threats of disorder. as well as bad effects 
on development projects and on the intemalional 
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relations on which IUch projects so often depend 
(by way of aid. loans. contracts, ctc.): 

that be bad thouabt of brinling forward the next 
leneral election in order to meet tbe demands and 
desires of the opposition. but now, in view of these 
develop:nults, be wu inclined to forcel ahout the 
ide.: 

that be would appeal to the opposition for their 
,oodwill and co-opention in the interest of the 
whole country. But it this was nol forthcoming. 
Iben he had a duty to perform in carrying out his 
pany's dear mandate to govern the country, whid! 
was exactly what he intended to do; he would USl: 

hi. full powers in doing this, holding everybody 
to the demanm of law and order, witbout excep­
tion. 

Mr. Siaka Stevens is an old, experienced political 
and one of the greatest performers in the 

anywhere. His language may not alway~ be of 
most correct or the most polished, but it is always 
the most skilled and effective, (ull of wit . scorn 

tnowlcdce of his side of the C'aX, If'aSSroots 
in bandling it, and powen .:>f mollifica­

and persuasion as well. All these he. tumed on in 
in bis speech, on tbis as on most such occasions. 
in debate the opponents are not sitting on their 

":;~~ waitinl for numerous reasons for wbi..!h to admire 
~ antagonists' accomplishments. And on this occa­
sion the opposition-numbering only 10 to the Bovern­
ment's 42, plus nine committed cbicf~ave the Prime 
Minister no comfort for hi. pains 

ReaDy a Party Crisis 

The leader or the Opposition, Mr. Jusu Shentt', and 
bis nine lonesome colleaguC5. had challenBed Mr. SIe­
~ns' speech all the way. throwinB as many exclama· 
tions or contanpt and ridicule at the Prime Mifl ister 
as the latter bad burled threats and sarcasms at them 
Now Mr_ Sheriff ro~ to the P.M's challenge and dis­
missed it, in effect, as completely unworthy of the time 
and attent ion or a serious opposition. Mr. Sheriff de­
clared that the P.M. bad not invited the opposition 
into consultation, in a situation which he was claiming 
to be: or the. character and proportions or a national 
anerzency but which was In ract and in reality no more 
(and no less) than an internal crisis within the rulinB 
party itselr. as the Prime Minister welt knew. 

Mr. Sherifi' said that the co operation Mr Stevens 
was now demandlRC of the opposition was not the kind 
he .. hould be dem.anding. and certainly could not he ,:x. 
pcctcd to be rorthcoming from any opposition members 
But this was comparati"ely mild rare.. Stronger meat 
was coming yet, both from Mr Sheriff and from his 
able chief lieutenant. Dr Iddrisu YilJa. another medical 
pnctitioner-politician Were the dice not so loaded 
apinst them. these !wI..: "'ould certainly have ",cored ",orne 
really telling blows aBainst the lovemment. For a num­
ber or their points sounded, to this observer. hke beinl 
very ditlicult to answer. 

1berc was. for imtanc:e. the one about the. whole 
...... 'lEftcy haYin, originally arisen only out of an 
iMelDa) crisis witbio t""e A .P.e., and which could and 
....... .... been contained therein ; there ... the 
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charge. that the Prime Minister had then IODC on to 
take emergency and extreme measures like arrestt aDd 
detentions, the declaration of an crnugenc:y. and the like, 
when , in the considered opinion of the opposition. all 
that had been nceded were the serviCCl of the police 
and a recourse to the coum .... The government's 
denials and counter-claims against these argumc:llts, 
before, during and since this debate, were hardly IUcb 
as could have won any but a party.majority vote. 
(Next day. the government also got their vote on indeID· 
nification for ministerial acts perlonnc.d as duty durina 
the emergency). 

Behind lIle happenings of these two days in Parlia­
ment lies a story whicb goes back some eigbt y ... rs to 
1963 and the dealh of Sir Milton Margai : patriarch, 
organiser and first Leader of the Sierra Leone Peoples 
Party (S.L.P.P.), first Prime Minister of Sierra Leone 
Readers of the Lcgon Observer will recall from our 
accounts of the incidents tbat on the death of Sir 
Milton there had been a titanic intra·party struggle 
for succession and power. The two contestants were 
Sir Milton's younger b.-otber, Mr. Oater Sir) Albert 
Margai, and Dr. John Karefa-Smart. Kare(a·Smart is 
the brilliant, mercurial internationalist medical man 
(W.H.O. Deputy-Director, wartime Canadian R .A.F . 
medical cor-ps), wbo has a'so developed into the 
great question mark of Sierra Leone politics of the 
current decade, m addition to being a longtime 
minister of religion. 

Metamorpboses 

In tbe end, and as a way of avoiding really acrious 
trouble, Albert Margai was given the preference and 
eventually succeeded to bis brother's premiership; all 
other reckonings aside, bis supporters ~ievcd him to 
be the more dynamic of the two men, the. one. more 
likely to carry out reforms of a modern and pr~ 

gressive nature. Alas, these hopes were dashed on the. 
rocks or Sir Albert's progressive autocracy and his 
government's massive corruption; be was duly over­
thrown withm the vortex of a double-coup in March 
1967. This was the first of a series of spectacular 
coups marking SIerra Leone's own emergence. In 

Africa's Decade of Coups, which the Sixties were. 

Meanwhile. Jobn Karcfa-Smart was goine throuch 
the metamor-phoses In political alliance, sandwiched 
betv..-ecn returns to hIS international medical desk at 
W RO_, whicb bave made him Ihe question mark we 
described before. In 1964, the year after Albert Mar­
gai won t~e S.L.P P leadership. Karefa-Sma., resign­
cd from hiS old J)<!rty and joined Siab Stevens's All 
Peoples' Congress (A P C.) The A P .C. remained in 
opposition until the fateful e\ents of 1967/68 but be­
fore these happenings Kareb·Smart had left Sierra 
leone pohtics for the tlmebeing and returned to 
W H.O.· he was not present when Siab Stevens was 
sworn in for the second time in April 1968 and be. 
came tbe finally acknowledged Prime Minister of his 
co~ntry. It sbould be rt:mcmbered that under the old 
Milton Margai regime Dr Karda-Smart had held 
office as an S.LP.P_ minister. being at one time hiS 
country's bi.hly personable and articulate F oreilD 
Secretary, 

• 

Though absent (rom the country .iDee «be acc:c.ie. 
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P~~,,:'~O~l;s~;ierra Leone too, and the SOODe r the more i The only problem was that of the ques· 
ro~: What k.ind of Headship Cor the new Rcpublic? 

It was mostly because Sir Albert Margai was tailor· 
pg an Executive Presidency for himself in his rcpu· 

comtitution that the trouble broke out, thc 
to him being furiously Icd by. among 

Sarif tasman. And it was because P rime Mi· 
Stevens seemed to h im to bc going thc Nkru~ 

la;iI way that Easmon found himscl[ all of a 
in the same camp with Karefa-Smart, Forna, 

~ Bash-Taqis, ct al. For Sari( Easmon had dcc1ar· 
~d publ icly that he would join the Devil himself, if 

be, to fight anyone against any attempt to csta­
a constitutional executive presidcncy in S·erra 

under republicanism_ Easmon, a tireless and 
fearless , as well as fearsome, writer in the press, had 

his arrest addressed an OpeD Lettcr on these 
mallcrs to the Prime Minister, whom he believed to 
be eager fOi such a headship of state and whom he 

the refore going to fight to the finish, as he had 
fought Margai and Juxon-Smith before Stevens. 

Easmon's Jettc.r, though intemperate in some rassa· 
ges, is important for us here. as it is the only full 
account we have from tbe detainees themselves, who, 
as I said before, could not have been interviewed by 
me. The letter also, as it happens, anticipated, chapter 
and verse, the case made out against the detainces in 
parliament by the P.M. exactly one month later. It 
was published in the Doily Mail of 19th September 
1970, and reads in bulk as follows . 

"Party abOlc Nation" 

It seems to us you have come to set your APe 
party above the natioo. Even within the party, 
the men closest to you can be discounted as no 
more than opportunists and men of straw. It is 
no e~aggeration to say that in the APe for some 
tIme now any seriou~ political thinking or plan-

In hlunt terms, Sir, your Government has been 
ning is down to zero. 

a failure. 
But then, every Government In Siera Leone be­
fore you has bcen a failure. We Sierra Leoneans 
can endure that 

\\fhat we cannot endure is a threat to our Iiber­
lie! This, Mr Prime Minister you, above all, 
should know For you were, like me, in the 
vanguard of our fight for those liberties under 
Mr Albert Margai's regime 

What the country cannot understand is that, 
after le~ than three yean of your being in 
power, we arc being yet alain manipulated into 
a position where we must stand up and fight for 
thosc "'cry rights for which, in the recent past 
those very righls for which, in the recent past, 
you younclf loldiercd ruM: W\WQrthit,. 

I do not in thl' lener illltnd to d~1I 011 Ilenent.l 
matten In which we of this country feci you have 
let u, do""" I want to deal specifically with the situa­
tion that, within the last week, i, bci!11l nuned to si. 
mubte a crisi,......a crisis serious enough to "'oJrrant the 

declaration of a sl~te of emergency. 
The public, Mr. Prime Minister, is bewildered at 

your announcement o f your decision to convene Par­
liament to declare a state of emergency. As far as 
..... e ).now, states of emergency are only declared when 
a country iii threatened by external enemies; or when 
th ere is so much unrest within the country that there 
is a threat to Jaw and order. 

But we arc on friendly terms with Guinea and Li­
beria. It is true that on Monday lail, I believe, over 
the telephone a little boy's rather scared voice told 
me he was the head of the mercenary force Albert 
Maigai had sent to invade this country. I am sure, 
Sir, you too could have taken tbis information in your 
stride. 

As to internal security, there is some disturbance 
up in Kana District. There is always something brewing 
in Kana. 11 tbere arc disturbances elsewhere they can 
all be dealt with under the Public Order Act. Cer­
tainly, no local unrest ought to be made an excuse 
for putting the bandcuffs of it ,tate of emergency on 
a whole nation. 

Over the last .... eek.end, two Ministers resigned, Sir, 
from your Government. These two Ministers. alon& 
with othe r speakers, addressed a perfectly lawful and 
pcaeefui public meeting in the capital on Sun­
day, 13th 

Fooled? 

It is beyond belief, Mr. Prime Minister, that two 
~ch simple things .. could in themselves have led 
you to want to declare a state of emergency for the 
"'h~e country . 

On your return on tbe 13th instant, you made a 
iitatement declaring a state of emergency.. . 

Accordmg to this statement, fifty or marc lorries 
carrying a lot of people {rom the Provinces were held 
up hy Security forces a t milc 47. You alleged tbat 
these people bad been fooled into believing they were 
to attend a meeting of the APe in Freetown_ You 
left us to doubt what mischief might have taken place 
If these, our provincial brothers, bad joined the 
meeting at the Queen Elizabeth Playin, Field 

While It is admitted that Prime Ministers ,ome­
times are subject to Churchill's "terminological in­
euctiludes", may I point out, dear Prime Minister, 
that the coming of these lorries to Freetown on Sun. 
day had nOlhine whatever to do with you r desire to 
declare a state of emergency 

It is known, Sir , that a couple of days before tbil 
;,ert~n ScJ'\lic:=es. h~.d been alerted by you r Deputy t~ 

aVOid asSOC12ltlon with the Opposition. and 10 be 
ready for the declaration of an emergency "within 
the next forty-eight hours". 

Th~ Statement ahout the lorry "convoy" (rom the 
Provlncel cannot bear examination either. Who in. 
formed Security that all lhe people on the fifty-odd 
lomes had been misinformed they were to attend an 
A~C meeting in Freetown ? Security could not have 
gamed the information from the people on the 10rrie.>J, 
sm~ the armed soldiers could not possibly have been 
posted In advance to stop the "ehicles at mile 47 . 

And WHY Ibould they have been led to believo 
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they were to attend an APe meetina? The thin, just 
does Dot make lense. 

Moreover, it bas not emerged in your statement, 
Mr. Prime Minister, that the travellers on these 
lorries were in any way a hostile 101. They were not 
armed, as far as is known, with sticks or stones, let 
alone guns, or any other weapons with which they 
were likely to disturb tbe peace of the capital. 

Permit me to point out too, Sir, that the Govern­
ment announcement over the SLBS on Sunday the 
13th instant that aU public meetings were forbidden 
was an unlawful declaration. Your Deputy was in­
formed that public meetings cou1d be banned in this 
free country only under a state of emergency or tbe 
Public Order Act. 

] am inIonned the reaction to this was that some 
of your Ministers made some wild talk to tbe effect 
that. taw or no Jaw, your Government was gomg to 
prevent tbe meeting taking place. Fortunately, the 
police sbowed tbe commonsense that our statesmen 
lack, and would r.ot be prevailed upon to break the 
law of the land to please our sawdust Caesan. 

The matter docs not end bere. It is gcnerally un­
derstood, Mr. Prime Minister, that you were in touch 
with your Deputy by telephone, at least on Saturday 
and Sunday last. 

U this is so, the order to exercise power beyond 
the pale of the taw-namely, stop tbe meeting of tbe 
Committee or Citizens last Sunday--could not have 
been unknown to you . What your onetime friends 
and most ardent supporters cannot understand is that 
you did not countennand the order of your subordi· 
nates. 

However, we are all relieved you have not, 50 far, 
acceded to the wishes of your wild men and ordered 
the detention of those who called the meeting. I 
chaired the meeting. With tbe four p:incipal speakeri 
-Mr. Mohammed Bash-Taqi, Mr. Ibrahim Taqi, Dr. 
Mohammed Forna and Dr. lobn Karefa-Smart-we 
are waiting to see if, as was strongly rumoured over 
the week-end, an order will be signed for our deten­
tion afler Parliament shall have done you the grave 
dis-service of declaring a state of emergency in Sierra 
Leone. 

For I should make it clear to you, Mr. Prime Mi­

nister, no reasonable person can see the necessity for 

sucb a declaration in Sierra Leone today. In fact, 

what people are saying is that you are already exc", 

asing dictatorial powers in this country-even before 

we commit political suicide by allowing you to be­

come the executive president of our country. 

Lastly, Mr Prime Minister, it is rumoured that 

after tbe declaration of a state of emergency it is 

your intention to clamp down completely on the 

Press If this is so, pennit me 10 congratulate you in 

advance on tbe achievemenl 

Of course, the NRC did it before your time. But 

then, they usurped power at the point of a aun. Even 

at his WORt-and that worst wu vcry odious-Albert 

Marpi did not .ink. to this level. 

In retrospect. then, Mr. Prime Mlnister, I hope 
you chalJc ie up witb pride tbat you are achievina the 
impossible of makinl that monster, Albert Maraai, 
look like an aqel. 

I am, 
Mr. Prime Minister, 
Your one-time friend, 
R. SARIF EASMON 

U this document ma.tes l!omewbat plinful rcadiol 
in many parts, we should remember that, and un(nr· 
tunately, modem African politics has come to be 
cbaracterised by the "no holds barred" rule, and cer· 
tainly you can add that in it, also, one man's meat is 
really and truly anotber man's poison Thus the 
reaction to Sarif asmon's letter and to the other 
causes of the Prime Minister's complamls, was ex­
pectedly ,ummary : Easmon and bis associates sur· 
fered exactly what his leiter bad "predicted". Their 
arrest and dckntion were ordered, and tbe opposin& 
press-almost always in Alrica wild and abusive­
was closed down, e\1:n before parliament had given 
the expected assent to the emergency declaration 
Easmon had tried so desperately to have withdrawn. 

-Editor's Nme: Owing to a technical accident. thi! 
article could not continue in its present (onnat. It will 
be concluded in our next issue. 
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delivered by 
PROFESSOR MARK OLIPHANT 

under the tit1e: 
SCIENCE AND MANKIND 

Professor Mark OJjpbant, one of the most 
eminent Physcists of our time, discu~ 

some of the many questions which arise 
(rom the interaction of science with man 
and his economjc and social systems -
r;nan's continuing search for knowledge and 
its application to his needs. and the new 
vistas of progress for mankind. This is a 
fascinating book written in language acces· 
sible to all. 
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