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MEN, who quit the comforts and allurements of their own 

country, and the proteCtion of civilized Government, to explore 

diftant parts of the world: who, to infrruCt, amufe and amend Eu­

rope, expofe themfelves to the dubious hofpitality of other ' regions; 

certainly deferve no fm all portion of our gratitude, and occupy a 

very diftinguiilied ftation in the {cale of literary emiaence. But we 

are by no means to conceive, that all who travel are equally our 

benefaCtors: a great variety of circumJ1ances muft coincide, in order 

to render the labors of travellers really valuable: and we ought to 

make th; difficulties under which they labor a fort of ftandard 111 

appreciating the merit of their_ works. 

Succe{s (however cruel or invidious fuch a requifite may feem) 

fuccefs is undoubtedly a principal ingredient; and one, without which 
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a concurrence of many other claims to public thanks, williofe all 'its 

force. * 
I fcareely need mention Truth of relation, as another circumftance, 

which muft form the chara~eriftic of fuch a work. It is, indeed, 

a d ifficult thing to afcertain the Truth or Falfehood of relations, 

which refer ·to \=ountrics vifited (and perhaps likely to be vifited) by 

few, befides the traveller on wl~ofe narrative we are to decide : but we 

m ay form fame judgment-of the confiftency obferved throughout; as 

well as how far the writer adhere~ to, or deviates from, probability: 

and it will often happen, that the veracity of fuch aCC01ll1ts may be 
/. 

made inanifeft by collateral circumftances, unknown to the authors 

of them, but open to the inveftigatiou of an, intelligent reader. If a 

book of travels will ftand the teftof fuch an examination; we moft 

be candid enough to give credit to thofe parts of the relation which 

cannot fall within the fcope of our own obferyation; and vary 

from the faCts, cuftoms or :appearances, that prevail in countries 

more generally frequented. 

Further, in eftimating a book of Travels, we are to confider the 

importance of the difcoveries m ade j as they affeCt Geography or 

Hiftory, natural and political. -\Ve ihall rather pity than admire a 

roan, who has elldanger'd his he~lth, his liberty or his life, in fruit-

'" W'ill loft all its jora, On this account, altho' we all deplore the melancholy fate of 

Major Houghton, we cannot fuffer ourfelves to number him among the bcnef~aors to 

the republic of letters . 
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lefs refearches which had no tendency to enlarge the limits of human 

fcience: and we {hall beftow a fuller, or a more fcanty portion of 

our applaufe, in proportion as the enterprize communicate~ to us, 

feems to embrace, more or lefs comp\meI.y, every end, for which the 

caufe of literature is interefted in the encouragement of travellers. 

He therefore, who builds his fame n the publicati~ of his travels, 

embarks in no trifling undertaking: but in an age like ~he prefent, 

when every man's mind is aCtuated by a d.efire of improvement, apd 

all nations feem to ~nite in wifhing to pro~ote enquiry and extend 

every branch of knowledge; he has one material confolation: namely, 

that his labor~, his qual~fi.cations and his difficulties, will be jufl:ly 

appreciated; and a c,andid judgment wiIl~ be formed' of him, without ' 

any difpofition to cavil at, to mifrepre~ent, or to impeach the credit 

of his work. We, who fit at home, ~o not prefume to queftion the 

courage of a traveller, becaufe, by circumftances related in his narra­

tive, he is deterred from accomplifhing ,,,hat w,e wifh to have effeCted: , \ 

nor do we difpute the exiftence o~ faCts, manners or phoenomena, 

which may have oC:~~rred to him; becaufe the [ 'line do not prefent 

themfelves within the narrow circle of oUf own excurfions. A libera­

lity of this kind is, I think, yet more to be -expeCted 'among fuch of 

us, as have in their turns pufhed into unfl'equented countries; and 

obtained (as it were) ocular demonftration, that nature does nO,t 

every where exhibit the fame features as in England ,: and that Man 

is capable of accommodating himfelf to habits, very different from 

, thofe, which civilization has rendered univerfal among Europeans. 
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Certainly travellers and navigators are, in general, very cautious 

and referved, in taxing thofe who have preceded them, with mifrepre. 

fentatiOl;, pufillanimity ' or exaggeration: and when any fuch pa!fages 

do occur in their writings, the charge is dirett, and the proof pofitive : 

fo that what they fay, evidently fprings from a fenfe of their duty: 

they conceive themfelves, perhaps, bound to inform the public, and 

prevent any bad confequences, which might refult, from their conniv­

ing at former errors. Bnt we rarely fee marks of any intention to 

circumfcribe the fuppofed difcoveries of others, with a view to bolfier 

up their own weakly claim to praife; or to cover their own inanity, 

by quef1:ioning the authenticity of what had been commtluicated by 

former travellers. It is becaufe I think that Mr Brown has deviated 

from the general ufage; becaufe he feems to me to have made his 

narrative the vehicle of a-blique attacks on the charatter of the late Mr 

Bruce; and to have endeavoured to imprefs ideas on the public mind, 

by no means favorable either to the credit or to the underfianding of 

that travdler; that I am tempted to obtrude thefe pages ·on the world. 

It is not, in all cifes, reckoned very honorable to advance any dirdl 

and pqjitive charge againfi a man, after he is dead: much lefs fo, to 

fneer at his charatter, and to convey reproach in a clandefiine way. 

The work of Mr Bruce is of a nature fo fingular ; it has given rife to 

fo many opinions; and is yet efiabliilied on fo j,nfecure a bafis, with 

refpett to acknowledged ai!lthenticity ; 1\< that any charge or infinuation 

:l> A cklloyuledgrd all/henticily. The fanaion of Dr. Vincent, one of the molt learned 
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againft it, is more likely perhaps to have a 1hong effect, than fuch an 

attack on any other geographical publication extant. I am not fo ftre­

nuous an advocate for Mr Bruce, as to deprecate any examination into -

the truth of what he h .. s told us: on the contrary, I am fure it would 

be for the general advancement of fcience, if fome perfon (whofe au­

thority did not reft on the report of an Armenian~ or a Bergoo merchant) 

would refolutely foHow him ftep by ftep; and confirm or refute every 

particular he has related. But, in the prefeht cafe, I think it but com­

mon juftice to the memory of Mr Bruce, to difcufs the inGnuations by 

which it is obliquely wounded; and to weigh the merits and authority 

of the Writer, whofe judgment, activity, talents and veracity, qualify 

him to fettle what quantity of credit is due to other travellers. 

I feel my own inferiority to Mr Brown, at the moment when I fit 

down to combat fome of his poGtions: aRd if I think myfelf war­

ranted in defending the reputation ofMr Bruce, I am at the' i'arp.e time 

equally fenGble, that a large t'ribute of applauding comment is due to· 

the very fplendid atchieveme~ts of his antagoniil:. It is true, that I 

:!hall have occaGon to deny the force of fome obfervations, and inferences 

relied on by the latter : but, to !hew that I do not engage in a taik fo 

invidious, from any want of refpect to his literary merit; I propore­

to enter into a iliort critique on the whole body of his work, before I 

examine thofe paffages of it, from which I am obliged to withhold 

my aifent. 

writers of the prefent age, will not be without its due weight, in reprelling the extraor­

dinary prejudices hitherto entertained againft Mr. Bruce. 

B 

.. 
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The expedition, of which a narrative has lately been publifhed 

by Mr Brown, comprizes a period of fix years: during which Mr 

Brown did 1I0t difcover the ruins of the Temple of Jupiter Ammon'" : 

did not penetrate into Habbeih or Abyllinia: did not vifit his favorite 

r iver, the Bahr el Abiad, or afcertain the fituation of its fource : and 

did not reach the Niger, or effeCtuate any communication with weftern 

Africa. Thefe intere!1:ing particulars are made known to the public, 

in a middle fized quarto. • It has evidently been the defign of Mr 

Brown to diffufe the information contained in his book as widely as 

pollible; fince, although there are two maps, t a frontifpiece, and two 

engravings in the volume; although the type is neat, the paper hot~ 

preffcd, and the pages four hundred and forty-two, exclufive of a 

mofr amufing road-bock in imitation of Patterfoll; yet the price is no 

more than a guinea and a half ! and who would not think much more 

than that fum amply compenfated, by the, matter contained in it? 

'Who would not think he had paid too little for the participation of 

thofe valuable faCts, which I have above ftated as the principal con~ 

.. The objects of Mr Brown's expedition were, to vilit the Temple of Ammon: to ex­

plore AbyHinia : to vilit (and trace if pollible.) the Bahr el Abiad: and to invefrigate the 

Mohammedan frates lying in the wefrern parts of Africa between the Niger and Tripoli. 

How far theCe objects were attained, vide the Text. 

t cr.vo maps. It is but common jufrice to add, that in thefe two maps, there are no 

lers than one hundred and five names of places, of which twenty-two are laid down from 

Mr Brown's own obfervation; and that thi. number gives above one to every jive /quare 

i/lches. I mull al[o obferve, 'that the frontifpiece is perfecHy gratuitous, having no reference 

c 
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tents of Mr Brown's book? But this infirucrive writer goes further 

than I have mentioned: he tells us, that other books have been pub­

liJhed, which forefiall any thing he can communicate, reiative to 

Egypt and Syria; * he enters, with the minutenefs of a cuftomhoufe 

officer, into the t revenues of Egypt; he proves, in a fatisfaetory man­

ner, that our ally Jezzar Pacha is imperious, and has behaved ill to 

the citizens of the great nation: t and he {hews, in a very mafterly 

fl:yle, the weaknefs of fuppofing that liberty, fcience and virtue, can 

convey to Man a larger portion of happinefs, than ilavery, . igno­

rance and roguery. § 

Such are· the outlines of the work, in which I am forry to find a few 

pa~ages, that ·fo ftrongly militate againft the reputation of Mr Bruce, 

as to make fome reply, on the part of thofe who think highly of that 

Gentleman, not impertinent. The qualifications, which feem to have 

rendered Mr Brown peculiarly fitted for fuch an important undertak­

ing as that of traverfing the interior of Africa, were evidently mani­

fold : altho' it may be regretted, (among other things) that he did 

not poifefs fome knowledge of the language II and prejudices of thofe 

to, or explanation in, the work itfelf: and that the plates, reprefenting a pyramid, .and the 

Filrian monarch's palace, are of exquifite defign and elaborate ellecution • 

.. Page ix. x. Pref. 

1· Page 54. 

t Page 368. 

§ Page 425. 

II Page 14, 120. 

o 
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whom he propofed to viiit, before he left Kahira: that he did not 

condefcend fo far to accommodate his behaviour to the ideas of the 

natives, as to refl:rain fome little whims 'Ie and frolics, which feem to 

ha~e interfered with African notions of decorum: and that he did 

not keep rome rein upon his temper. t 
The learning and accompliiliments of Mr Brown may be colleeted 

from every part of his work:' we cannot therefore doubt his having 

been able to give us' a full zoological and botanical account of 

" L ittle .uhim!. "One day, as I wao reading in the Hut, one of the f1aves, a girl 'about 

" fifteen, came to the door of it: when, from the whim if the moment, I feized the clQth 

that was round her waill:, which dropped and left her naked , Chance fo determined 

" that the owner of the f1ave paffed at the moment and faw her: the publicity of the I'lace 

" precluded any view of further familiarity; but the tumult which fucceeded, appeared to 

". mark the moll: heinous of crimes, and to thr~aten the moll: exemplary vengeance. The 

" man threw his turban on the earth and exclaimed, 'Ye believers in the prophet, hear me' , 

, yo faithful, avenge me 1 a Caffi-e has violated the property of a defcendallt of Mohammed 1" 

Page 206. The aCtion of lVir Brown in a civilized 'nation like France, \vould certainly have 

been regarded as a bagatell~, a mere Effort of Gallantry. But he fhould have recolleCted that 

he was then among grofs and blind barbarians, on whom the fun of philofophy had not yet 

fhone, and who continued to plod on in the trammels of decency. More efpecially, as he 

feems to' have known, that, from the general amatory praCtices of Darfur, fuch a whim 

might well excite a fufpicion of further familiarity, notwithll:anding the publicity of the 

place (293); and that an he .. y fine was annexed by Mohammed to the violation of a 

flave., (207.) 

t cremper. "The mifconduCt of this man was , carried to fuch an excefs, that I once 

" levelied my gun at him, with a view of infpiring terror." p. '92. The ufe of inftruments 

of death in infpiring terror, has been tried with great effeCt in the French Republic. 
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Darfur, had he ever undertaken the lean excurfion during his fong 

refidence in that country. But we have to regret, that he never, at 

any tim.e, was feized with . a Whim to make refearches of tha~ 

nature the amufement of his leifure hours. His own method of treat­

ing the hinor.y of Darfur is 'a very fevere, though a juft, reprehenfion 

of that which Mr Bruce has adopted with regard to Abyffinia: one 

whole volume of Mr Bruce's work is filled with. the genealogy of black, , . 
femicivilized monarchs, with. whofe names and atchievem.ents the 

- learned world was, Before, fcarce at alI acquainted~ Mr Brown on 

the contrary tells us, that " the genealogy and fucceffion. 6f princes, 

" are points of fmall impo)'t in the . hifiory of all countries; but 

" efpecially in thOle, of which we had no prior information':" * and 

lie, accordingly, takes up none of his reader's tirrle in fuch uninterefi­

ing difCuffions. With refpeCl to Topography, his chapters on. Sinai 

and Balbec t ar.e modds of local' and minute defcription: nor is it 

poffible for. the moil: cm:ious reader to willi for more ample informa­

tion, than Mr Brown has given him on thofe fubjeCl:s. How deeply, 

t>hen; are we to deplore that fuccefiion of. difappointments, which pre­

vented our enjoying from his pen, a full acquaintance with what is. 

faintly delineated by Bruce and Park!. 

'K, Page 28b; 

t Sinai and Ea/bee. "Journey to Sinai; Cli . J'I' So·many journies to Sinai' have !leerr 

" publiihed, that I {hall not dwell on the particulars; The route from Suez to Tur at 

H •. firlt lies along a barren coafi, but afterwards forne pleafant vales of verdure are found; 

" particularly, Wadi Corondel, vrhere grow fome 'Date Trees and Shrubs. Mountains of red;. 

C. 



A fanguine difpofition is -fo common, among thofe whom curiofity 

prompts to explore celebrated or unfrequented countries, that I believe 

we may attribute to it much of that fpirit of exaggeration, with 

which Ml' Brown finds fault in the -works of travellers: but it is a 

fault from which he himfelf feems to have been totally exempt. So far 

frojn indulging in fanguine hopes, this traveller flates himfelf to have 

been fUl'prized at the fight of a fmall ruin in the Siwan Oafis; though 

" granite are feen, perhaps too interfperfed willi porphyry. On the 18th left Tnr, and on 

" the 22d, at tlfree and an half hours, A. M. ~eached the monafiery of Sinai. Shot a red 

" legged partridge. The convent is large, with a 'good garden, to which there is a fub­

" terraneous palEige. WitIUn,tl!<: ~ ails is a fmall mofque for the convenience of the Arabs, 

" The mountain now called Sinai is high and abrupt: on the N. fome [now was vifible. 

" The whole is a very remarkable rock of red granite, intcrfperfed with fpots to which 

" foil has been brought by human T oil, or wal11ed down by rain," (from whence? if the 

whole be granite) " and- in which grow Almond Trees now in bloom, figs and vines • 

. " Numerous rills of excellent water rulh from various apertures in the precipice, and 

" wander among the little gardens. Sinai h.s two fummits, fomewhal refembling Parna{fus, 

" another fcene of iofpiration; and the one termed St. Catharine being, it is believed, the 

" higheft, may be the Sinai of Mofes." 1 know not whether roore to admire the fullnefs 

of this account of fo celebrated a place, or the artful manner in which Mr Brown contrives 

to infert a compliment to Mofes, by clalIically and philofophically placing his infpiration 

on a footing with that of the Pythia. 

" Journey to Balbec. Page 1106. Arrived at Balbec about noon the fame day, after 

" deCcendiug for near three hours through a ravine or deep glen in the mountains: a rugged 

" and in fame places, a fieep road. The antiquities of Balbec have been often defcribed, 

" and I did not obCerve any thing particular to add on that topic. Proceeded to Zahte &c.'~ 

Oh, that we had had his account of Axum ! 

• 
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he went thither fur the exprefs purpofe of examining monuments "* 

of that kind: though he had been told by thofe, on whom he relied for 

informacion, ' t11at fuch things did actually exift: at Siwa; t and 

though the objeCt of his' fearch was a ruin of no lefs importance 

than that. of the temple of Ammon. 

To what other caufe, than an abfolute determination to avoid the­

Errors of former travellers, their exaggeratiQUs and their improbabilities, 

cal! we refer Mr Brown's manner of obferving on the CataraCt of the 

Nile? "Abolitthree hours walk from A!fuan," t fays he, "is the 

" CataraCt; in.Ar.~helal,_mo!..e_ prop!::rILRajJtd.e.,: § heing =erely an 

" eafy defcent' of the river aIIlO"I1g numerous iilcs and rocks of granite, 

" whichobft:ruCt the current. Far from deafening the fpeCtator, the 

" noife is fcarcely audible." At Banute, half way or thereabouts be­

tween A!fuan and ~ffiut, the _mean breadth of this river is, according 

to Irwin, about a mile; II and . it may be colleCted from all writers 

" Page -1 4. 

t SiWfl. "Having taken fuch inftruments as I was provided with, we paJfed along fome 

" fhady paths between the gardens, till, at the diI1:ance of about two miles, we arrived at what 

" they call the ruins or birbe. I was greatly Ji,yp,'iz·d a,t fi nding myfelf near a building of un­

" doubte.d : ntiquity, &c. &c." Page 19' 

:j: Page '4" 
§ More properly R apid". Sc. according to French orthography. Perhaps, until the uni. 

vetfality of the French language is more eftablifhed than it is at prefellt; we had better 

adhere to plain EngliCh fpelling and write this word RapidJ. 

II About a mile. Niebuhr makes the breadth much lefs at Cairo. 'fravellers very probably 



who have treated of the Nile, that it does not roll -down a very fmall 

body of waters in proportion to its wid.th. Many circumfiances, have 

been, from the: earlidl times, related of this river, which have con­

curred to render it more famous than any other on the fur-face of the 

globe : but that which is now fugge.fi.ed to us by Mr Brown, is in­

finitely more remarkable, and more forcibly entitles the Nile to a. rank 

among the wonders of the Greation, than anyone before known • . He 

has fou.nd out its ama~ing property of Silence: and has witneffed, that 

fiI vaft a ilream makes, its way "amopg, ifles and rocks of granite 

,~ which obftruCl: the current," with fuch eafy, infinuating addrefs, 

that it avoi~s all the-noife .and uproar, which llmilar impediments 

~onfrantly ex,cite in our underbred rivulets of the North. 

Many an honeft miller,. who. values the faculty of fpeech, and wi£he~ 

to enjoy the privilege of talking quietly with his. cufiomers, will long 

to fend his brawling Millftream t-o learn, taciturnity of iI'S betters. For 

fo rare is this Nilotic quality of filence in rapids, that the very cif­

cumfrance. oJ eafy defcent is fu:fE.cient to generate. a, deafening noife 

from 'a body of water,. * according to the vulgar ,conftitution of Na,. 

ture.; without the additional impediment of granite Rocks. 

The ultimate difappointment of Mr Brown cannot be attributed to-

V""Y in their meafurements" from having taken them. at different feafons : or, the depth in 

fome p1aces may be much lefs confider.ble than in others. All however concur in repre,­

fenting the Nile as a very large river. 

• B ody of !Vatf". Might nat the Egyptian Harpocrates .have Come reference. to this quality 

.r the Nile? 

• 
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want of exertion: fince he feems to have been filled with a more 

unbounded fpirit of enterprize, than any other traveller whofe writings 

have been Ip.ade public. Nor can we think that his progrefs into the 

defert, was at all impeded from any apprehenfion of its ferocious 

tenantry: for the manners of brute-animals feem to have been familiar 

to Mr Brown. Forlorn in the wildernefs, he would not have experi­

(lnced the t<£dium of Travel. In the Lybian: forefi, the nurfe of Lions, ~,' 

his chearfulnefs would have fuffered no diminution; for in thofe ani­

mals, -however horrible to others, Mr Brown found a fource of enter­

tainment and an antidote of Ennui. t 
That entire exemption from prejudice, which feems to have been / 

the peculiar happinefs of Mr Brown, enabled him not only to fee objects 

and judge of events, through a difrinCl: medium, but to obferve circum­

frances and draw conclufions, which would have efcaped a traveller 

more bigotted and biaffed. This being fo very clear as it is, from the 

whole tenor of his work; one cannot but wonder, that during his long 

abode in Darfur, and among the numberlefs converfations, which his 

" The nllrje 0/ Lions. Jubre tellus-Leonum Arida nutrix. Hor. 

t Antidole 0/ E lll/lli. Vide page 262. "I purchafed two Lions,-The Ennui of a pain­

" ful detention, devoid of books and ratIonal fociety, was foftened by the company of thefe 

"animals. After they had been with me more than two years, finding it impoflible, ",!dey the 

" circllmjlances Ilhell WtlJ', to carry them with me, I /hot the one; and the other, either from -

" difea[e or the lofs of its companion, died a few days afterwards." One cannot too much 

admire both the ingenuity of Mr Brown in deviling fuch a preventive of lif1:1e[snefs; and 

his magnanimity, in delhoying his friends, when he had no further occalion for them. 
D 
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gradual acquifition of their language muft have enabled him to hold 

with the Furians, he did not fet them right on one point: I mean, 

that he did not convince them ' how much they wronged his intellect, 

in fuppofing him attached to "any ont of the rufu of Jaith which have 

" taken their tincture from the rnofaic -difpenfation," * in particular. 

lt is evident that he thought "t Moharnmedifm, a creed attended with 

" no fuperftitious obferva~ces:" and in one pa{fage he feems, after 

Lucretius, to confider Venus as the primreval Deity;:j: fo that even 

the mofaic difpenfation was not an abfolute requifite, as the foundation 

of his creed; for in the Pentateuch we meet with no mention of that 

primreval Deity. All the taunts therefore, and all the hardfhips, which 

11e underwent in Fur, on account of his " fuppofed attachment § to a 

" fea, whofe tenets among Mohammedans are thought abfurd and 

" even impious," were unmerited: and I truft he will find a reception 

very different, in the next vifit, which an ardor for fcience may induce 

him to attempt in Darfur. I would recommend it to him, on fuch 

an occafion, to tranflate (or to get fome confidential J elab II to tranflate) 

the following pa{fage into the Furian language: and I will venture to 

predict, that the moft violent of his .perfecutors will never afterwards. 

charge him with any fpecific fuperftition whatever. It will appeal' 

,. Page 293. 

t Page 284. 

:j: Page 293' 

§ Page 21 ,7. 

II Jdab. I\. Jelab is a flave-merch.tnt. 
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very evident, that he confiders religion on one broad bafis, '" without 

leaning to any particular modification of it, or exempting one perfua­

lion from the defects or enormities of another: Religion, limply fo 

called, is anfwerable for them all. In page 400 of his work, he fays, 

" It is deeply to be regretted that religion, intended to conciliate maII­

" kind, fhould be the chief caufe of their ferocity againft each other, and 

". fhould in an equal proportion have mingkd poifons and antidotes~" 

The philanthropy t of Volney never poured forth a finer fentence than 

the above; nor did the fublime unintelligibility of Godwin ever gene­

rate any thing fo beautiful, as the concluding period of it. 

I retract my fuggeftion, that Mr Bx-own ihould employ a Jelab to 

render this paifage into the Furian language. Humanity revolts at 

what a Jelab would fuffer, before he could effect it. In lieu there­

fore of fuch an expedient, I propofe, that Mr Brown fhould himfelf 

retire in perf on to Darfur, and live there, (unfheltered by the falu­

tary influence which will refult from the doctrilile contained in this 

effufion) until he fhall have furnifhed a tran£latiofl of it, for his own 

protection, and the fatisfact iofl of his hofts. 

On political fubjects, the impartiality of Mr Brown is no lefs ftri­

king: how juftly do.es he hold the balance, in eftimating the diife­

r~nt modes of fleecing the fubject, by a Minifter of Finance and 

.. O!!e hroad haJif. Perhaps that of the primreval Deity. 

t The Philanthropy if Volney. This philanthropy is elucidated in page 160 of Mr Brown's 

4ook. 
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a Turkifh Pa£ha! "Money he (fc. the Pa£ha) mufi have, and the 

" modern minifierial arts of diving into the mofi fecret receJIes of 

" property, being there unknown, he of courfe taxes what is mofi ap­

" parent and the moll: difficult to remove." '" I cannot help wondering, 

that Mr Brown £hould continue an obfcure fubjeCl: to any European 

prince, after having thus afcertained the equality of the Oppreffion en­

dured by European and Oriental citizC1lS: t The Amor Patria:: roufi 

be firong in him j but he betrays fo well grounded a preference of the 

condition of the latter, that his friends ought to interfere, and fubili­

tute-the Turban and other il!fignia of Mohammedifm, by gentle com­

pulfion ,on his perfon: 

If he be well qualified in refpeCt to religious and political difinte­

refiednefs : he is furely no lefs fo, in fmaller matters. His know­

~edge of antiquities appears from the feleCt infcription, t fo replete 

with valuable information, which adorns his work. In this, I am at a 

lofs whether more to admire the diffidence with which he expreJIes 

himfelf; the enterprize which prompted him to copy the infcription 

fo fatisfaCtorily j or the judgment, which induced him to give a place 

" Page 399: 

rPage 400. 

1: SeMI infcription. "There is a Greek infcription on the {outh fide of the cavern, com­

" prifing, I believe, five lines: having no glafs, and the infcription being lofty" (i. e. at a 

confiderable elevation, not compofed of tall letters), "I could only difcover the letters 

~ T ETA P which form a part of the laft line but one"~page 392. 
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in: his book to fo expreiUve a diffyllable. His tafte is evident:. in the 

piCturefque;- it appears from his eu10gies on " that beautiful tree, '" 

" the Lombardy poplar:" in architeCtural effect from the pyramid, 

whofe elegant fingrilarity induced him to prefent its figure to the 

reader. t 
Mr Brown feems to have been not lefs qualified to relate what he 

obferved., than to make obferv:ations worthy of being made public. 

He never lQfes an C:lppottunity of quitting the dr.y manner of a journa­

lift; and there are paffages i in his book, which, were I as much dif-

'" Page 397. 

t Page '7 I. If I may be allowed to disfigure what in the original is of bea\\tiful execu. 

tion, by a faint copy, the pyramid is !haped thus. 

\ 
+ Paffogu in hi! book. Page 242. "The latter are often people of debauched manners,_ 

" and not remarkable for the fame fpirit or" enterprize as the actual emigrates. Gradually , . 

" formed to the defpotifm which coerces their external deportment, and feeks to crufh and 

" fierilize even the fe;ds of..,nergy, fomewhat of the fpirit of their progenitors yet remains. 

" The affections are turned alkance, but not eradicated: the pufhes that !hould have been 

I( made ad auras <2thereas, oppored, revert to Tar.tarus.l The luxuriancy of mental vigor,. 

" though repulfed and forcibly inverted, fiill extends its ramifications: its pallefcent fhoots 

" pierce the Dunghill, when not permitted to ope!, themfelves to the influence of the Sun : 

" the active mind may defcend to brutal fenfuality, when it can no longer expand itfelf in a 

~< . more fane exercife." I have bellowed uncommon attention on this beautiful palfage, and 

E-
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pofed to panegyi-icife his ftyle, as to difcufs the propriety of his 

obfe.rvations on Mr Bruce, would furniili ample matter for a volu­

minous comment. 

It is evident from the foregoing very iliort view of Mr Brown's 

merit as a traveller, and as a writer, that rus opinion mua have great 

weight. Where he does afford praife, if any where, the party ap­

plauded {hould be well aware of the value of it; and where he blames, 

unlefs we fubmit with deference to the cenfure, it is incumbent on us 

to examin~ it minutely, and to make a vigorous defence. He does 

not often mention Mr Bruce: he opens the campaign with a lump­

ing obfervation in his ,preface; " fitting," fays he, " in a chamber in 

" Kahira or Tripoli, it is eafy to give a plaufible account of Northerq. 

" Africa, fromSenna.ar and Gondar to TombuCtoo and Fez; nor would 

" it be difficult even to fa~aion it with the a~thority of the Jelabs." 

Perhaps this paifage might, by the cenforious, be thought as applica-
- \. . 

ble to the work ill queftion, as to thofe of Bruce. and Park: * it iliall 

I 'believe I have hit on the meaning of it. So alfo of the following, page 341. "The im· 

" potence of age and the 1ang~or of fatiety or difeafe, ponder in vain the oracles of the 

" defcendant of Ifmail, for the invigorating inlluence of the benign deity of Canopus." 

.. Bruct and Park. P.erhaps indeed it might be faid, that, whereas great invention would 

be requifite t.O furnilh materials, in the way fuggefred by Mr Brown, for fuch books as 

thoCe of Bruce and Park: the bare infpeClion of D'anville's map for a few leading places, 

and fame knowledge of Arabic Orthography, would be fuflicicnt to generate Mr Brown's 

account of Sinai, Egypt and Darfur; without any recourCe to fancy for incident, or to the 

J eiabs for manners. 
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not therefore be the fubjeet of any difcuffion in thefe pages. I {hall 

confine my attention to paJTages in which Mr Bruce is individually 

cited, and cited as blameable for miftake, mireprefentation or falfe­

hood; and I {hall reduce what I find of this nature to four heads. 

Firft, Mr Bruce did not, accor~ing to Mr Brown, reach the fource of 

the Abyilinian river; fecondly, Mr Bruce is grofsly miftaken in call­

ing the Abyffinian river, the Nile; thirdly, Mr Bruce e·xaggerates or 

invents the danger, arifing from the moving fands in Africa; fourth­

ly, Mr. Bruce miftakes a f(let, ill averring that he made his drawings 

of the Theban Harpers, on the [pot. 

Firii:, Mr Bruce did not reaeh the [ouree of the Abyffinian rivel'~ 

This evidently appears to be the opinion of Mr Brown, and he founds 

it on the concurrent information of a Bergoo, named Haclgi Hamad, 

and of an Armenian merchant. Both thefe perfons ftated themfelves 

(0 have known Mr Bruce, under the name of Yakub * in Abyilinia ; 

both .. ·agreed, in confirming his own account of the ·favor he enjoyed . 

at GondaI', and of his obtaining the fuperintendence of a province 

ca.Jled Ras el Fil; and the Armenian " narrated of his . own accord" 

the ftory told by Bruc€ of his {hooting a wax candle through feven 

{hields: The Armeni.an alfo reprefented the Abyffins as a grofs igno­

rant people who ate raw fleih; but both there men denied, that 

• YfJhub. Mr Brown carries his rectifying fyfi em fa far, that he will not even fuffer Bruce 

to fpell his own name as he pleafes. The appellation by which the Abyllinians knew him, 

he fpells Yagoube. 

--------------------------------~----------------.~,----------------
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Mr Bruce had ever vifitecr what in tItat country are deemed the fourcc~ 

of the Nile. 

I do not think it is affuming too much to fuppofc, that if Mr Bruce 

had publifhed an account of his travels to, and difcovery of, the 

'fource of the Nile, without inferting any paffages tending to exalt his, 

own perfonal charaerer; and without reciting any eircumftances rela­

tive to the manners of athe Abyffinians, abhorrent from European 

cuftoms; his credit would not, have been im~eached; and the com"fe 

of the Nile would have been as much determined by the teftimony of 

Bruce, as that of the Mara¥non by the a~thority of Condamine. It 

is therefore materiaI to confider thofe paJ'rages, which, from their im­

probability, have rendered the general veracity of M~ Bruce fuf­

peered; and to enquire how far they are, in point of faer, authentica­

ted, or refuted by other evidence. 

"fhe firft outcry, which was raifed againft Mr. ' Bruce, on the fcore 

of his pretended diet, had but little effeer: and the teftimony of other 

writers, relative to the praerice of eating the flefh of wild beafts, among 

favage nations, is not neceffary to defend his affertion in this in­

fiance: we muft allow that a man may fo far accommodate his fto- -

mach to the cuftoms of thofe, whom his curiouty prompts him to 

viut, as to fubfift on diet, yet more repugnant to his feelings, than 

the fimple flefh df Lions. But that it iliould be a prevalent habit in 

any nation to eat, not only raw fleili, but fleili y~t trembling from 

' the mufcle of a living animal, is fo adverfe to all our ideas of de­

licacy, humanity, or even pollibility, that I believe many perfons 
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to this moment, abfolutely difcredit what Mr Bruce has related of 

the Abyilinians in that refpeCt. I {hall not enter into th~ poilibility of 

the FaCt; but only daire thofe who are fceptical on that ground, to 

read Mr Bruce's account of the manner in which the thing is effected, 

calmly; and then to alk the opinion of their furgeorr, whether it be 

or be not, poilible. With refpeCt to the probability of fuch a cufl:om, 

we mufl: judge by collateral {;ircumfl:ances. 

The country in which thefe bn!ltal manners are fl:ated to prevail. 

is fo little known to us, that the information relati.ve to its ufages 

mufl: of courft~ be fcanty. But fuch as that information is, it invari­

ably confirms the tel1imony of Mr. Bruce: even the intelligence 

gleaned by. Mr Brown from his, Armenian friend may have fome de­

gree of weight in generals, though I £hall prefently have oecaGon to fet it 

afide as to particulars. If he ever had in faCt been in Abyffinia, fo 

firange a cufl:om as that of eating raw £leal eQuid not fail to make an 

impreffion on him: al'ld accord!ngly, we find it is one of the circum­

fiances which he communicated to Mr 'Brown. 

I am. not howe~er willing to repo~e very great confidence in the 

reports of fuch perfons as' this Armenian, whether they favor my 

opinion or no. We have it from other authority beGdes that of Mr 

Brown, that fuch people as the Armenian and the Bergoo faCtor, as 

well as the Jelabs, are not very folicitous about the truth of their 

relation, provided they can find out the objeCt and bias of thofe, with 

whom they confer, and render their nory fatisfaCtory to them. 

F 
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Therefore, fince it is a fair inference from Mr Brown's word6, that the 

inciqent of t~e feven :fhields was the only one which the Armenian 

" narrated of his own accord;" and confequently, that the refidue 

of what he faid, was in anfwer to queftions; it may well be thought 

to have affumed. the colour of thofe queftions, and, of courfe, not to 

be indifplltably authentic. But the accuracy of the late Sir W. Jones 

has furniilied us ·with a °document, on this fubjeCt, of which the 

validity cannot be impeached: it is to be found in the firft volume 

of the Afiatic Refearches, and contains the fubftance of an account 

of Abyffinia, given to Sir William Jones, at Calcutta, by an Armenian 

merchant then in Bengal. I may boldly fay, that the known charaCter 

of Sir William Jones, precludes any fufpicion of unfairnefs 

"" in his examination of this man: and I am therefore at liberty to 

confider the account given by· him, as far as it goes, in the light of an 

unbiaffed reprefentation. \Ve are not indeed to expeCt in it a full 

defcription of Abyffinian manners, or a detail of the hiftory, polity 

and geography of that country; but what is to b~ found in it, on any 

of thofe topics, may be implicitly relied on. In this paper, the brutal 

. cuftom of eating the raw f'lefu of living animals, is mentioned as 

... su/pj,jOll of 'l1Ifairllefl. The examination alluded to, took place fome years before Mr 

Bruce publilhed his work, though long after his retur.n from Abyffinia: confequently Sir 

WiIli.m Jones had no leading grounds whereon to form his queftions; h~d he been difpofed 

10 obtain the de fired intelligence in that way: for little had been told and lefs was believed, 

relative to Abyffinia, prior to the publication of Mr Bruce. 
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prevalent among the foldiery and peafants, though not as univerfal, 

in AbyiIinia. 

All the perfons, who met with Mr Bruce in AbyiIinia, concur in 

extolling his aetions and enlarging on his eminence in that country: 

Mr Brown's Armenian, " narrated of his own accord" that, which 

feems to be the moft extraordinary of the :tchievements he has re­

corded- of himfelf. His penetration, '" his frill in languages, and his 

abilities as a geographer are fo undoubted, that to d well on them 

would be fuperfluous: and to .withhold credit from a Traveller, be­

caufe his foibles lead him to boaU of his :/kill in horfemanfhip or 

!hooting; or e¥en of his fuccefs among the . black be(luties of Africa; 

will not advance the interefts of fcience, or refleet any great honor on 

the judgment of him ~ho doubts. I may therefore be juftified in 

afferting, that lat;er information has not at all controverted anyone of 

thofe paffages, for which the veracity of Mr Bruce has been called in 

queftion; but on the contrary, that every particle which has 'come to 

light on the fame fubjeets, has firongly confirmed him. Confe­

quently I may affume, that the affertion of Mr Bruce himfelf relative 

to his having aetually accomplifhed the objeCl: of his expedition, is not 

to be lightly rejeCted, until forne adequate evidence be adduced to 

falfify it. 

Mr Brow~ does not inform 'us, at what period of Yagoube's refi­

dence in Abyffinia, the Armenian knew him. The Bergoo .accom-

~ His pm,tration. Vide the fame paper in the Afiatic Refearches. 



panied him from Gondar to Sennaar, on his return from .the former 

place to Egypt; long after the date of both his expeditions to 

the Source of the Nile. It is very poilible, that tlus perf on may have 

heard of the difappointment which ended the firft of thofe expeditions : 

the Armenian may have been in Gondar at that time; and it is much 

more likely that an attel;upt, made in company -with the monarch, 

;{bould be talked of; than a ihort excurfion of an individual, executed 

in hafte, apprehenJion and privacy, and with v€ry few attendants. 

At any rate, the affertion of thefe ·perfons, that Mr Bruce did not 

reach the fource of the Abyffin ,iver· (even admitting fuch affertion-to 

have been made cwitliout defign or prepoffeffion) cannot be received as 

a proof that he did not; unlefs it be !hewn, that they were in Gondar 

as long as Mr Bruce himfelf, and privy to every tranfaCtion, in which 

he was engaged. Suppofe an Arab of the Camp at Benowm, ihould 

have an opportunity of mentioning to an European, what he knew of 

Mr Park : he wouid fay, that Mr Park's endeavour to reach the 

Joliba, in his way to Tombuctoo, was fl'uftrated by £lavery and the 

ftate of the country. But would any man, on fuch information, be 

juftified in denying that Mr-Park ever did reach the Joliba? or in im­

peaching, on that ground, the credit of his narrative? Vve cannot, at 

any rate, rely on the information of this Armenian and this Berg{)o, as 

abfolutely conclufive, any further than it is pofitivc; for the negative 

part of it can only be affumed as tru€, within the period of their aCtual 

refidence in AbyiIinia. How long that aCtual refidence was, we are 

not informed: but there is fo little reafon to believe they refided in that 



country, for the fame length and at, the fame period of tim~; with Mr 

Bruce ; that, 'from the general habi.ts "and occupation of thofe faCtors. 

we have ihong ground to fuppofe they can have been there during- a 

very iliort part only of his fray in Gondar. 

The Balance of Credit, however, is not even between Mr Bruce and 

thefe merchants, if we do think them entitled to fome degree of at­

tention : for there is other teftimony in corroboration of the former, 

fo frrong as to fet afide a much greater w~ight than can be derived 

from them. If we are to rely on the vaFdity of the intelligence. pro­

cured by Sir William Jones, the faCt of Yagoubes having invefugated 

. the fource of the Abyffinian river, cannot be difputed : for it is ex­

prefsly mentioned by the perfon from whom Sir William Jones de­

rived his information. 

Secondly; " Mr Bruce is mifraken in calling the. Abyffinian river, 

the Nile." In order to difcufs this propofition, I fhall firfr confider 

what grounds Mr Bruce had for the Opinion which led him to call it 

fo; and afterwards, what grounds Mr Brown feems to have proceeded 

on, in fetting that opinion aGde. 

The objet): of Mr Bruce, as he e;x:prefsly tells us, was to accompliih 

what had be.en in vain attempted in former times: what had been the 

defideratum of monarchs, as well as of philofophers: but' had, during 

a long fucceffion of ages, u.aiformly batHed the frill and enterprize of 

antiquity. He wiilied to view the fountains of that river, which thtr 

Creek and R oman w riters had called the N ii(. 

G 
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Now, had he been at liberty to chufe his own branch of the 

Egyptian river, and befiow the name of Nile on that which was mofi 

eafy to invefiigate; he would have had a lefs difficult matter to com­

pafs, than he did in faCt propofe to himfelf; and probably would 

have dofed his labors a very little way beyond Axum. But as his 

object was to complete what the antients were unable to perform; 

to eJ>plore that region, which Diodorus had ' pronounced to be not 

' only unknown , but inacceiIible: it was requifite that he iliould take 

fpr his guide -the writings of the antients, and look for the fources of 

his Nile, where they conceived the fountains of theirs to exifi. Other 
• j.. 

flvers might indeed be more inviting, frpm their magnitude; or 

from the traCt of country, watered by them, being lefs obfiruCted 

by phyfical and 'moral impediments: but- if it appeared, that they 

purfued a direCtion which could not be reconciled with the old topo­

graphy, he would not have been jufiified in profeiIing himfelf to have 

cleared up the grand defideratum of antient geography, by tracing: 

fuch rivers to their fources. 

If, th~refore, Mr Bruce did in faCt arrive at the fource of that river, 

which had been the objeCt of former fearch; and which the antients, 

after difiinguiiliiug it by various appellations in different parts of its 

courfe, fuppofed to be the fame ftream -that in Egypt was called the 

Nile: he certainly effeCted his purpofe: and he is warranted in treating 

the river of which he reached the fountains, as tbe real Mit:; notwith­

fianding Mr Brown may have per!,uaded himfelf to differ both from 

antients and moderns, and bestow that name on the Bahr el Abiad. 



29 

Mr Bruce difcovered the fountains of a river, which riling in the 

fo.uthern extremity of Abyilinia, flowed through a large lake with fo 

ftrong a current, as to preferve the colour of its waters diftinet from 

that of thofe through which it paffed: then taking a~ circuit, fouth­

eafterly, it turned again towards the weft, and pailing. nearer .to the 

equator than its fource, affumed a northerly direel:ion; then traver­

fing Fazuclo, 8ennaar and Nubia, it j0ined two large rivers; the Bahr 

el Abiad, which ran from the fouth-weft; add afterwards the Tacazze, 

which flowed from the eaftern parts of Abyilinia, contiguous to Adel : 

then, keeping the great defert, towards 8uakem, on its right, it paffed 

on by Dongola to 8yene. 

The moft elaborate accounts which I have been able t? meet with, 

in antient writers, relative t; the Origin and Courfe of the Nile, arc ill 

Pliny and Solin us. But, although, the Tzana does in fome degree 

anfwer to the defcription of that Lake, out of which Pliny tells us the 

Nile iffues ; yet the ideas of both thofe writers are evidently referable 

to the fame fyftem, and are grounded on a notion that the Nile is one . 

and the fame river with the Niger. Both Pliny and 80linus place the 

fource of this ftream in Mauritania, and defcribe it as ~owing through 

a large lake and afterwards making a long paffage under-ground 

before it reaches lEthiopia: the former does not indeed exp~efsly fay 

that the two names, Niius and Niger, belong to the fame river; on 

the contrary, he mentions them as difiinCt: * but what elfe can he 

.. AI dijl;tlEl. Vide Plin. lib. 5. c. 4. 8. 10. 



mean, than that they are the fame, when he places the fource of the 

Nile in Crefarienfian Mauritania, a_ province placed by Ptolomy, S. W. 

of Carthage? Solinus "" pofitively makes the Nile a continuation of the 

Niger: grotlDding his idea on the fimilarity _of their productions, both 

animal and vegetable, and on the p~riod of inundation being the fame 

in each. 

I am much inclined to think the notions which PlillY and Solinus 

had formed of African Geography, were incorreet, even according to 

~he knowledge of thofe ages: theY' both derive ~heir information from 

Juba; and he, probably, referred every thing of diftinction in the 

whole of what was at all known in Africa, to thofe parts which were 

contiguous to his own c·ountry; as the Grecians attributed all great 

atchi(!vernents to their own heroes. Plinyt fays, that Atlas was called 

by the people dwelling near it, Dyris; a name fo exactly refernbling 

that of the mQuntainou~ tract between Sennaar and Darfur, that one 

cannot but fuppofe the places to be the fame. And if Atlas in Mau­

ritania was cOllfoundCld with Dyre in Kordofan, it is no great wonder 

that the Nile and the Niger were identified. The lakes mentioned by 

Pliny and Solinus as receiving their great African river in its courfe. 

are probably thofe, in which, Mr Park was told, the Joliba lefes 

itfelf: and the tni.a of country between them and Fazuclo, is 

that which Pliny gives the Nile too much Pride to pafs over in open 

.. Soliml!. Vide Sol. Polyh. cap. 29' 33· 35 ' 

t Pliny . Vide lib. 5. cap. I. 



day : "* by this method of accounting for the want of continuity in 

rivers, which fimilarity of produCl:ion might induce geographers to 

think the fame, great difficulties are avoided: but, as, unluckily, it is 

not a method which has been countenanced by the moderns, I dare 

not adopt it. I muft therefore abandon both Pliny and Solin us; and 

look for the .guides by whom Mr Bruce was direCl:ed, in thofe among 

the ancient writers who did not confound ;he Niger and the Nile. 

Before, however, I clofe this part of the difcuffion, i.t may be pro­

per to remark, that neither Pliny nor Solinus can be that fuperior 

authority:,t on the ftrength of which Mr. Brown decides that the 

Bahr el Afrek is not", and that the Bahr el Abiad . is, the Nile. For ' 

according to thefe writers, he is not to look for the Nile in a river 

which flows from the South, but in one whi~hflows from the Well:; nor 

is he to place its [ouree among the Mountains of the Moon, but in 

Mauritania. Ptolomy's map does indeed fo far countenance Mr 

Brown's idea, as to give the whole river a pretty ftrait cOlJrfe from 

... hI opm day. "Indignatpr f1uere per areno{a et {'1ualentia." Plin. lib. S. cap. I Q. 

t SlIperior authority. I am inClined to think Mr Brown's {entiments ~re llrounded on 

Edrili and Abulfeda, and on th~ credit ~iven to them by D'anville. ·But it is needle{s for 

me to enter more at large into an examination of thofe writers, than by obferving that 

their authority is no further conclufive as to • the geographical opinions of tl,e .ntients, 

than it is conliftent with the notices of thore opinions yet extant in antient authors. How 

far thoee notices warrant our thinking the Bahr el Abiad is their Nile, I !ball.confider here­

lifter. 

H 
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South to North; and omits entirely the circuit which the Bahr el 

Afrek nl akes in Abyffinia: but nothing in that map favors the :Bahr 

el Abiad. 

It is indeed poffible, that Juba may have derived his notion of 

the identity of the Nile and Niger, from what is faid of the travels 

of fome Lybian adventurers, by Herod~tus: but ~ill; in that cafe, 

we get no nearer to the ~ahr el Abiau: * tor Herodotus, in the 

whole of h·is ,account, refers the Nile to the Niger: and we cannot 

adopt that idea, unlefs indeed the Bahr el Abiad be the conneCting 

channel, and confequently one and the fame river with the Joliba. 

Here the information obtained by Brown and Park relative to thofe 

rivers refpeetively, raifes an infurmoumable obfiac1e to our belief: For, 

admitting Brown to have placed the fource of the Bahr el Abiad. too 

.,. B nhr el A bind. Mr Brown feems to fancy that no European ever faw the Bahr el Abiad: 

but I think he is miftaken. Mr Bruce, in defcribing the courfe of his journey from Sennaar 

to Goos, ment.ions the junaion of the Bahr el Afrek and the Bahr el Abiad very particularly, 

as being abo"t five miles below H.lfeia: and he defcribes the appearance and properties of 

the latter river, with a precifion, which impre£fes conviCtion on my mind that he had fe en it. 

One circumftance, diftinguiOling this river from the Nile, is, that rifing, as it is faid to do, 

in regions delugeJ with perpetual raill, it knows no periodical inundation. Mr Brown 

a!ferts -the contrary: but,· the latitude of its fource I~id down in his map, agrees with that 

affi gned to it by Mr Bruce. Mr Brown having .""",. feen the. Bahr el Abiad, and Mr Bruce 

having obferved it only tranfiently, I cannot think the fratement of either of them on this 

matter, can be implicitly relied on. I dwell therefore on the incongruity of the Bahr el 

Abiad with the ancient Nile, in other cir~urnfi all ces, and not on its being exempt from 

periodical inundation, as the ground of my rejeaing MT Brown's opinion. 

J 
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far South, in about 7° N. the courfe of it will 'not at all tally with 

that of the Joliba: * and before we can aifent to the geography of 

Herodotus, Pliny, and Solinus; we muft rejeCt the whole account of 

Mr Park. I do not mean to refleCt on anyone of thofe ancient au­

thors: Mr Park, as well as thofe writers, gives us the information he 

colleCted from others: but there are certainly degrees of authority 

even in Hearfay; and what we find of that .defcription in Mr Park's 

book, is manifeftly the refult of numerous enquiries among v~rious 

people, and does not at all indicate a lefs degree of accliracy and dif­

crimination, than the other parts of that g~ntleman's publication. t 

.. J oliba. The courfe of the Joliba is in the 16th degree of latitude, which correfponds 

with the confluence of the Bahrs Abiad and Afrek. The Bahr e1 Abiad flows from S. W. to 

N. E. riling in about 6° or ,0 N. according to Abulfeda, as well as according to the J elabs. 

t Publication. The river which Herodotus mentions as having been difcovered by the 

Libyan travellers, is certainly the Joliba. His words are thefe: "I have heard fome 

" particulars from certain eyreneans, who told me, that having been at the Oracle of 

"Ammon, they had converfed with Etearchus, the king of the Ammonians: and that, 

" going from one topic to another, they had fallen on that of the Nile, obferving, th~t no 

" one was acquainted with {ts fource. They faid that Etearchus had informed them, how 

" fom,: men from the Nafamones, a people inhabiting that part of Libya which lie~ a 

" little calhvard of the Syrtis, formerly came thither, and being interrogated refpeering the 

" Libyan deferts, gave this account. They told him, that fome of the fons of their chiefs, 

.' being fpirited young men, and in the flower of their manhood, had, among other bold 

" actions, balloted five of their number to explore the deferts of Libya, and to extend their 

" difcoveries , further than any others had done before them. For the whole northern 

" coaf!: of Libya, from Egypt to the promontory of Soloe, where it terminates, is 

" peopled by feveral nations under the common denom ination of Libyans; except in 

__ ~ ______________ ~l .l __________ ~ _____ ~ ____ ___ 
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There is nothing in Mela * or Strabo, by which we can be led to 

guefs at all at their idea of the courfe of the Nile: .but two pa£t'lges oc-

" places where it has been occupied by Greeks or Phrenici.ns : the traa con tiguous to 

" the fea peing habitable, although the country fu rther inland is tenanted only by wild 

"bealts. Beyond this again, is. fandy f~ace, deltitute of wa!er and abfolutely deCert 

" The young men therefore, thus diCpatched by their comrades and well Cupplied with 

" water and food, travelled fi~!t through the inhabited country ; and having traverfed 

" that, paired through the fore!t, and afterwards proceeded into the fandy expanfe, 

" keeping a we~erly direaion. Havi ng travelled feveral days through the deCert, they 

" obfervcd a woody Cpot on the plain, and fea!ted on the fru it which was hanging on the 

"trees. W'hillt they were thus engaged, a party of men arrived, of a !tature {horter than 

H lhe middle [ize, and Cpeaking a language as unintelligible' to the NaCamones, as theirs was to 

H this diminutive people. Being however taken, the travellers were carried through vail: 

" m ora Ires, until they re~ched a city, of which . 11 the inhabitants were of the fame lize as 

" thofe who had brought them thither, and of a black 'Complexion. This city was wa{hed 

" by a large river, flowing from Weft to Eaft, and abounding with crocodiles. I was told 

" nothing more that Etearchus the Am~onian had faid, except that (according to thoCe 

" e rreneaos) he mentioned the return of tJ>e Nafamonian adventurers to their own 

/. cD.untry, · and that thofe whom they had vifited, were all enchanters. And he added, that 

.this river, which they faw flowing paft the city, WaS the Nile. Indeed this is confonant 

" to R eafon : for the Nile flows out of Libya, and interfeas that country." Her. Eut. 113· 

Upon this principle, therefore, Herodotus tells us, (in lac. cit.) that the Nile, beyond 

thofe parts, which had been viJited, flows from the Weft to the Eail:. He knew, from the 

report of his eyrenean informers, that a great river had been difcovered in the centre of 

Africa, flowing from Welt to - Eall:: and learning that Crocodiles" which w,ere then only 

koown to e"iil: in the Nile, were found in this river alfo, it was natural that he {hould [up-

.. Vide P. Mel. c. ·x. xi. He feems to acquiefce in the generally received derivation of the 

Nile from the Niger: but evidently withaut any determinate opinion • 

. "" 
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cur, in Greek writers, who flourifhed in periods not lefs informed 

than thofe of Herodotus or Pliny, which convey fuch direet and po­

fitive information on the fubjeet; that I am at a lofs to conceive 

where Mr Brown can have obtained authority fo decifive as to fet them 

afide, without even deigning to account for their contradietion t? his . 

fyftem. I allude to Arrian and Diodorus Siculus ; the former of whom 

was certainly confidered as a guide by Mr .Bruce, inafmuch as it .was 

a great fpur to his ambition, to have a chance of atchieving what 

Alexander did not effeetuate: and the latter is, with juftice, reckoned 

very eminent among the men of learning whofe works have [ur­

vived the dark ages. 

Arrian tells us, that in traverfing what is now called the Panjab, 

and after cont~mplating the nature and qualities of the Indus and 

the Acefines, Alexander was convinced that he had reached the upper 

part of that river, which he had previoufly feen in Egypt: appre­

hending that vaft deferts intervened, between the country through 

which he then faw it flow, a-n&~thofe parts of Ethiopia where it was 

pofe the fame l1:ieam to flow through the ~hole in'rermediate tract. It is remarkable however, 

that as far as he traces the Nile, (a fpace amounting in extent to four months journey, 

partly by land and partly by water, from the confines of Egypt) his direction is evidently to 

the Eaft of South; for he clofes his account at Afcham, a city of the Automoli. Now 

Afcham is certain ly Axum, near the Tacazze; not only from the refemblance of name, 

but from the meaning of that name; which imports, as Herodotus fays, its belonging to the 

Left Dominion; and from its {jtuation, which tallies with that afcribed to it by him, in 

being ahout as far from Meroe, as Mcrae is from Elephantine. 

I 



known by the name of Nile. * Now, had it been the received opinion 

of that age, (much more fo, had it been a certainty) that the' Nile en­

tered Ethiopia from the vVeft: Alexander would fcarce have fancied he 

had found it in the Eaft : it cannot be faid that he might have been 

drawn into an hafty conclullon, on feeing the Crocodiles and the 

vegetable productions common to both rivers; for the Origin of the 

Nile was a fubject which ,had long occupied his thoughts; . and it is 

not likely that on a matter of fuch importance he would commit a 

palpable abfurdity to writing. t 
Diodorus defcribes the origin of the Nile in the following words: 

"The Nile flows from the South towards the North, having its 

" fountains in places not yet viiited, which are fituated in the extre­

II mity of lEthiopia, towards the defert country; the land being in­

" acceffible, on account 6f the ercefs of heat; Being the largeft of all 

" rivers and traverfing. ~uch of the earth, it makes many windings; 

" now turning towards the Eaft, and Arabia ; now bending round 

" round towards Libya and the Weft." :t: 
One would almoft fancy that Diodorous had been himfelf in Go­

jam. The pa{fage I have quoted precifely agrees with the very fmgu­

lal~ courfe laid down in Mr Bruce's map; but is not reconcileable to 

.. Arr. de Exp. Alex. lib. 6. 

t Writillg. He had ftated his Opinion on this matter in a letter to Olympias ; but 

era[ed what he had written, when he obtained certain information that the Indus emptied 

itfelf into a vall "cean. Arr. ubi [up. 

:t. 'Ib, We.fl. Vide Diad. Sic. 1. 37-
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that of any other river in Africa. The Niger (if through the Bahr 

el Abiad, it joins the Nile) firft flows Eart and then North; but ne­

vel' '' towards Lybia and the Weft :" if, on the contrary, the Niger is 

loft in labs and bogs, the Bahr el Abia4, confidered as a fingle river, 

flows in one uniform direction from S. W. to N. E. The Bahr el 

Afrek, rifing in the moff remote province of .lEthiopia, inclines to­

wards the Eaft and Arabia; ,and then bends" towards Lybia and the 

Weft," before it reafTumes a nort4erly direction. Which then of 

thefe rivers is the Nile of Dio.dorus ? 

On the authority of thefe pafTages, I apprehend Ml' Bruce was jufti­

fied, in thinking that arm of the Egyptian river which he had traced 

to its fource, the true Nile; the junctiQn of the Nile and Niger being 

not at all afcertained; and being inconfiftent, had it been afcertained, 

with the pafTages I have laft cited: nothing being known of the Bahr 

el Abiad which referred to the com'fe laid down by Pliny or by 

Diodorus, as that of the Nile: and the remarkably circuitous direction 

of the Bahr el Afrek being particularly pointed out by the latter. 

If it ihould appear, when thefe regions {hall have been fully eXa 

pl~red, that the Bahr el Abiad is fubject to periodical inundation : 

ftill, the courfe of it muft be proved to agree with the fuggeftion of 

Arrian and the poutive topography of Diodorus, before we can apply 

to it the name of Siris or Nile. 

Mr Bruce, at every different place where he faw the Bahr el Afrek, 

obferved the fame ideas to prevail concerning it : in Gojam, ill 

Sellilaar, in Nubia, in Egypt. The Nubians regarded it as the rivre 



o{ Sennaar: whereas, if the Bahr el Abiad had been the principal 

{tream j after its junCtion with the river of Abyffinia, the inhabitants 

of the adjacent country would ha,e referred the bleffings communi­

cated to them by its waters, to Kordofan, or to places yet further 

fouth: and by no means to Sennaar, Fazuc10 or Abyffinia : fince 

they were not ignorant that the Bahr el Abiad was derived from the 

former of thofe diftriCts, while the latter iifued through Sennaar from 

Abyffinia. 

Few perfons, befides Mr Bruce, h~ve furvived their journey into 

Abyffinia: but thofe few have all concurred in giving to the great 

river of that country, the appellation of the Nile: '" imd do n0t in-

~ of the Nile. The principal account of AbyOinia, written prior to Mr Bruce's publica­

tion , is that of Ludolf, compiled from the information of one Gregory, a native of th. t country, 

who had travelled as tar as Germany. The Cubllance of what is to be found in Ludolf's 

work relative to the hillory, manners and topography of AbyOinia, is very much the fame, 

although by no means fo clear and Catisfaaory as that of Mr Bruce: and I might perhaps 

be warranted in loppofing fa uniform a coincidence, to the vague authorities on which Mr 

Brown rells his impeachment of that writer's veracity. But it may be objeaed thaI Bruce, 

being aware of Ludolf's book, might take care no! to deviate from his narrative in the main, 

though he might now and then v~nture at a little embellifhment in particular parts. If Co, 

why does he differ from him in the moll material of all his topographical Cubjeas, the 

Courfe of the Nile? Ludolf's informant, Gregory, had evidently come out of AbyOinia by 

MaCuah and the Red Sea: and the whol. topography of the Nile, after it , leaves AbyOi.nia 

is derived by Ludolf from Edrili : for, as Mr Rennell has obferved, the wellerI), courfe of 

the Niger and its origin from the Egyptian Nile, are firll laid down by lhat geog:apher. 

Mr Bruce entered AbyOinia by the route which conduaed Gregory out of it; and finding 
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deed feem at all to have doubted about the identity of the fl:ream: 

the whole courfe of it, from the province in which it rofe, or, if Paz- . 

was actually there, from its very fource, * to its mouth in Egypt, was 

Ludolf's account of the fource of the Nile, except in fome minute particulars, juft, agrees 

with him as to its courfe, until it enters the kingdom of Sennaar. Tracing it from hence 

as far a. the commencement of the Barabra defert, he did a great deal towards fhewing the 

error of Edrifi's notion: and what was left {hort by him, MT Brown's own Track has filled 

up. The geography of Edrifi therefore cannot be founded on fu,veys or perfonal knowledge 

-as far as relates to the Nile. Herodotus and Diodorus are illuftrated by our cotemporaries : 

The more we learn from modern inveftigation, the more accurate we find antient intelli­

gence. 

~ From its very fo"yce. What we find in Thevenot refpeCling Abyffinia, as that country 

is only mentioned by him incidentally, c.nnot be rejeCled by anyone as colluGve. Theve­

not was a Frenchman, and publifhed an account of his travels in the Levant about the 

middle of the '7th Century. At Cairo h" met with an Aby{fmian of forne dignity; and 

from him, in converfation, gathered feveral particulars relative to the manners ~nd geogra­

phy of his country. The curious reader may not be difpleafed if I infert a fhort extraCl 

from a book fo little known. "This Emba{fador faid that the head of the Nile is a well that 

" fprings out of the ground in a large plaIn, where there are many trees growing; the 

" fountain is called Ouenbro;"'ma and is in the provihce of Ago. It is a delightful place 

,. and cafts up the water high in feveral places. It is twelve days journey from Gonthar 

" and running northward pa{fes feven Catarach, and croffing Egypt, falls into the Mediter­

" ranean fea .•.• There are no mountains near it (i. e. the fountain). The Jews mountains 

" are three weeks journey from it, and yet they are the neareft. Their names are Semani 

" and Sallemt, and they were inhabited by the Jews : but having grown too powerful under 

, " one Gidhon their Captain, the king of Ethiopia growing jealous, marched an army 

." a~ainft them and fubdued them, &c. &c." 

K 



known. They neither fought for the Niger in the channel of the Bahr 

el Abiad; nor followed Herodotus from E1ephantine, or from Meroe, 

to Axum, along the Tacazze. It was referved for the fpeculative tra­

veller, whofe opinions I am difcuiling, to break the thread of this 

ide'ntity, and ailign a new eourfe, as well as a new origin to the 

Egyptian river. 

1\1r Brown * tells us, < that he was induced to think "the river, 

" of which Mr Bruce defcribes the fouree, is not the true Nile, from 

" conviCtion fufficiently clear, ariiing both from reading and the fen­

" timents of thofe who were beft informed on the fubjeCt·"t It is to 

Thev.enot alfo mentions the conli·nement of the reigning king'. relations on a mountain ;" 

the general" ufage of eating raw 1Ie/ll; and· many oiher particulars, for which the veracitY' 

of Mr. Bruce has been que/lioned. lin account of his voyages, from which the above 

extract is taken, is preferved in the 2d volume of Harris's Qollection. 

~ Mr Br .. un. Vide Br. Tr. lSI. 

t Informed on the fubjea. In the Geographical ilIuftrations added by Mr Rennell to Mr 

Park's Book, the former with that candor and real authority which is always the reCult of 

true fcie"ce, intimates his opinion that both the Bahr el Abiad and the Bahr el Afrek Ihould 

be confidered as branches of the Nile; and thinks that Edrifi and lIbulfeda refer wholly to th.,. 

weftem fl:ream for their fource of it, whHe Ptolomy comprehends both. On this ground­

it is, perhaps, that Mr Brown charges the Abyflinian river with impofture, and will ~or 

allow it to be a Nile at all. I fhould not venture to controvert any fuggeftion of Mr Rennell, 

even ,,'as I fo unfortunate as to differ from him: but I ceotainly do not differ from hi m on 

this point, and I hope not on any other: Edrifi and Abulfeda did indeed refer the fountain 

of the Nile much to the Weft of Abyflinia; but Edrifi and Abulfeda are not Ancient W rio 

ters ; and Mr Bruce's object was to trace the Nile of Antiquity to)ts fource. Befides, Edri-



be regretted, that h~ has not informed us ' from what books in par­

ticular, and fr'om what perfons of fuperior intelligence, his convlC­

tion arofe. There is indeed olle hint from whence it has been deri­

ved; and that is, his remark in the preface to his book, " that the 

Bahr el Abiad had been feen by no European." * 
It is poilible too, that Mr Brown's convietion may have been ftrength­

ened by a belief, that, in !ize, the Bahr el Afrck yields to the Bahr el 

Abiad: and that the latter, being the largeft, mllft of courfe be the , 
more celebrated river. I cannot however fully accede to this propo-

!ition: admitting the Bahr el Abiad to be larger than the Bahr el 

Ii and Abulfeda have of late been proved to be very defective in their geographical accu­

racy: they are not therefore conclufive : Ptolomy had a clearer idea of the country; but Mr 

Brnce had it in contemplation to illuftrate writers long antecedent to Ptolomy. It is indif­

putable that the Egyptian river is formed by the united waters from Abyffinia and Darfur ; but 

it is not equally fo that both thofe waters were objects of divine worlhip. I have already 

{hewn that fuch of the antients as did not confound the Nile with the Niger, defcribe the 

former, both with regard to its Origin and its direction~ conformably to the late difcoveries 

concerning the Bahr el Afrek; but in a manner wholly irreconcileable with the little that is 

known of the Bahr el Abiad. Therefore, notwithftanding both the Eaftern and the Weftern 

Branch contribute to the fertility of Egypt; Mr Bruce, in his attempt to atchieve what had 

been thought impratticable by antient geographers, and to t"verfe countries formerTy 

deemed inacceffible (vide Diod. ubi [up.) cannot be accufed of weaknejj, in J"cferring that 

one of the two branches which correfponds with the topography of thofe writers : or of 

orrogallC<, in pronouncing himfelf to have accomplilhed that great Object, when he had 

ioveftigated the , fountain of the Bahr el Afrek . 

.. Bl 110 Europeon. Vide fupra. 
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Afrek; before we can -admit alfo that it is tne Nile of the antients, 

we muft be fatisfied that, prior to its entrance into Egypt, it embraces 

one fide of an infular or peninfular traCt which may anfwer to the 

Meroe of antiquity; that it is fubj·eCt to periodical inundation; and 

that it defcribes a circuitous line in its courfe, correfponding with the 

defcript-ion of Diodoms already cited: nay, before 01lr conviCtion 

that Mr Brown is right,' can be as clear as his own; we muft bring 

the Bahr el Abiad to the teft of Arrian's topography, and prove that 

its direCl:ion above Elephantine, declining from the Eaft, might j uftify 

Alexander in :Cuppofing the lIildus to be a continuation of the Nile. 

Mr Brown may fay, that w.e are not certified of the contrary of all 

thefe particulars: I will afl~ him, why he cannot leave us in poifef­

lion of a river, of which we do know the circumftances analogous to 

the old Nile; until, in another more fuccefsful journey, he fhall have 

difcovered that the fatue are true alfo in refpeCl: to the Bahr el Abiad i 
Let him remember the proverb; a bird ill the hal1d, is worth two il1 the 

bt!fh: if we rdinquifh the Nile ,ve have, ana. Mr Brown cannot find 

us another, what fhall we fay to him? 

Innumerable alterations, or, if IVlr Brown chufe, improvements in 

geography may be made, if we take Jize to be the criterion by which 

rivers, at this day, are to be traced to their antient appellations. Ac­

cording to fuch a principle, the Ganges of the ancients would un­

doubtedly have been recognized in the Burrampooter, when of late 

the topography of that vaft flood was afcertained: the fuppofed lite of 

Palibothra would have been removed into regions, not only unknown 
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_ to the Greeks and Romam<s, but to the Indians themfelves: and we 

fuould have been forbidden to rely on what is within our kllowledge, 

under a po.Jlibility, that a more ftriCl: analogy to the antient defcription, 

may erift in unexplored latitudes. I will not go into further obferva. 

tion on this part of the fubjeCl:; inafmuch as any caufe which can be 

ailigned for Mr Brown's preference of the Balu el Abiad, is merely 

conjeCl:ural : .he may have, and, I doubt ~ot, has, very fubftantial 

reafons for his 'opinion: but I, and others who 'are not in his COI1lfi. 

deIlCe, are perhaps juftified, on the grounds which I have already 

flated, in withholding our aJTent to thofe r.eafons, until we know what 

they are. 

Thirdly, Mr Brown fays, * " During the whole of my route I had 

" reafon to fufpea that the accounts in books of travels which have 

'" genevated fnch terrific' notions of the moving fands of Africa, are 

" greatly exaggerated." And he adds, what I conceive to be. his in­

ducement for forming fuch a .~onclufion as follows. "While we re­

f' mained at Leghea indeed, a violent gale fprang up from the North­

" weft and raifed a cloud of fand :, at that time I placed a wooden 

" bowl capable of containing about two 'gallons in the open air: thir­

" ty mi nutes had elapfed . when it app€ared completely filled with 

"fand." In another place he fays ;t" While we remained here" (fc. at 

L€ghea) " we felt much inconvenience from a fuffocating wind which 

'" MrBr~.V1l fo),! . Vide fir. Tl: "-48. 

t J{, JO)'J . Vide fir. orr. 187. 

L 
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" bJew from the South and raifed the fand in clouds." So that it was 

not one wind only which had this effect; It alfo (I think) appears 

from Mr Brown's expreffions, that the conduCtors of caravans ~nd 

great difficulty in fteering acrofs thefe deferts, from the fluCtuations 

of fand, and the different appearances affumed in confequence by the 

country: ' as well as from the frequeu.t lofs of ereCted marks, which 

are in thofe fluCtuations ~verwhelmed. '* 
Now, froJ? :thefe circumftances, any man, thinking in the dull, or­

dinary way, would conceive the fame idea of the nature of African 

fands, and of the dangers to be apprehended from ' them, as we find 

in faCt: other travellers have, entertained, and have uniformly com­

municated to us. No penetration, but tpat of fuch a genius as Mr -- . 
Brown, could deduce from the obfervations made .by him at Leghea, 

and from the intelligence co~municated by his fell?w travellers, fuch 

a condufion, as that all accounts of African fands are exaggerated. 

It feems by the map, that his courfe, lay through a very confined 

-.. Overwhelmed. Arrinn, fpeaking ~f the deferts furroundi;g the CaGs of Ammon, fays, 

" When the fouth wind blows, it carries vall quantities of fand over the paths; and all the 

" marks by which the traok was dillinguilhed vanilh." De Exp. AI . 160. See .Ifo 

Niebuhr. "The two lalt miles between Beit el Fakih and Ghalefka, the way lies through 

" fo fandy a traa that my guide often loll himfelf; fuch are the continual changes which 

" the wind produces on the [cenery, by demolilhing the h!llocks, carrying the fand about 

" and forming others. We were even obliged to turn feveral times out of what we knew to 

.. be the true direction, in order to avoid being buti,d in fome of thofe hillock, which were 
~ . 

" ·then forming.~ ' Nieb. Eng. Tranf. I. 219' 
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wa£1:e; the weftern range or Egyptian mountains, extending very near , 

it all the way on the left; the kingdom of Bornou (even fuppofing no 

intermediate mountains like thofe of Hadahid to -be ftill more conti­

guous) being within a few degrees of longitude towards the Wefl,; 

. and five days journey, being the utmoft reach of defert ever raiTed 

by him, without the interruption of fome cultivated land, from North 

. to South. I think, therefore, it is more. extraordinary, that Mr 

Brown fhould have an opportunity of feeing ally Jucb pha::nomena, as 

others, who have croiTed wider wa£1:es, defcribe; than, that what fell 

within his obfervation, fhould not be fo very magnificent or fo very 

alarming as the appearances which are mentioned by Mr Bruce: 

I fay, by Mr Bruce; 'for the 'general term" Books of Travels" ufed ; 

, by Mr Brown, certainly comprehends, and I think as certainly points 

at, that traveller :. and I believe that the animated ,picture he has 

given us, of the moving columns of fand, '" which terrified him 

~ CO/llm1lJ of Sand, That agitated fand will fometimes afl'ume a columllar appearance; 

Mr Brown himfelf bears witnefs, "One day," he fays, in page 282, " while I was fi tting 

« in the market place at Cobbe, I obferved a lingular appearance in the air, which fooa 

" difcovered itfel f to be '. columll of Jaml; raifed from tho' defert by a whirlwind." He 

fubjoins, however, that, " this phrenomenon had nothing of the tremendous appearance of 

" the columns of fand de[cribed by Bruce as riung between Afl'uan and Chendi: being 

" merely a light cloud of Sand."· Mr Brown cannot be fure what this column might ha\'e 

been in the centre of the defert; nor does Mr Bruce tell us how fa r thofe which alarmed 

him might have been wailed, when they had completely traver fed the region which gave 

hem birth. 



between Goos and AfFl!Ian, is, in this paJIa~e of Mr Brown's book, 

tae {e.cr.et obj'eCl. of animadverfion. The defert which Mr Bl'uce tra­

verfed on his return from Abyffinia, is, in direCl. extent above five 

degrees of latitude; ilil width, there is nothing to break the force of 

ill;J.e wind or prev:ent the accumulation of fand, pver a fpace of above 

.fix degree-s of longitude. And yet Mr. Bmwn maintains his own ex­

perience in the littletr:0ts of Sand between Affiut and Fur, to be 

eonclufive as to what PhceflGIriena exift in any defert! The Hiftories 

relative to Cambyfes and the fate of his army, * I take it for granted 

he [ets aficde; but he does not tell us, and therefore I will not fuppofe, 

that he diibeli.eves the account given by Mr Park of what he had a 

melancholy Dccanon of obferving in the Sahara. -t 
Would not Mr Brown think me very unjufi, was I to deny it to be 

poffible, that in thirty minutes a two-gallon bowl fhould be filled by 

the_ moving Sands of Leghea? he certainly would; yet he fhould con­

fider, that I never witneifed any thing of the kind, though I have 

traverfed the fandieft parts of Sherwood Forefi; nay, though I have 

been more than once in very exteI;lfive Rabbit Warrens, where no 

vegetable foil is vifible. ' I certainly am as much authorifed to impute 

exaggeration to him; as he is in doubting the fiatements of other 

travellers on this fubjeCl.. 

But I do not difpute the fact he mentions. ' Every duay road lbews 

* His army_ "~i tfmpefiatibus et arenarum molibus opprelTus, interiit." J uftin. 

-r III tbe Sahara, Vide Park's Travels, p. J 31, 
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me, that pulverifed earth or fand can be raifed and borne along by the 

wind; and I will therefore admit, that, where the quantity of h,tnd is 

vaft, and the traCt of country over which it is carried, of great ex tent, 

it may aITu~e even the appearance of a cloud: and if I will go fo far; 

bt, who has witneITed the latter Ph:£nomep.on in the corner of a defert, 

ought to be equally candid in admitting that the fame means ampli­

fied, may produce a very ferious increafe of the fame inconveniences. 

It would be po greater firetch in his credulity , than ~ine undergoes 

in fubfcribing to his fiory of the bowl, to allow that in Barabra, the 

agitated Sands may exhibit the appearance of ~oving columns; that 

- they may have overwhelmed the army( of Cambyfes i or have oblite­

rated every veftige of Ammon's temple * 
Fourthly, "Mr Bruce mifiates the faCt of his having made draw­

" ings of the Theban harpers, on the fpot." 

Thi-s is a ferious charge: and in it, by tl~e context, another charge 

is implicated; namely, that Mr Bruce did not, himfe!f, execute thofe 

_drawings at all. Mr Brown fays, t "I particularly obferved the two 

" harpers defcribed by Bruce: but his engraved figures Jeem to be 

" from memory." And he- adds; "The French Merchants at Kahi-

• Amtnpn'; temple. Many peopJehave thought that Mr. Brown did in point of faa reach 

that Temple, t):lOugh he did not kn9w it when he found it. There is reafon to hope, that 

the refearehes of Mr. Hornm~n will throw great light on the hi therto defective accounts we 

have received of the Libyan Oafes. 

t Mr Bro'.fJ!ays. Vide Br. Tr. i37' 
M 

, 
, . 



" 1'a informed me, tha~ he brought with him two Italian artifis." 

\\That? two Artifis.-One was furely fufficient either to anfwer the 

purpofe of Mor Brl!lce, if he die! ufe {uch' a,D:i;fiance; 0r that of Mr 

Bf1own, whether he did or no. But by provi,ng too much, a cafe is 

often injure<!i: thefe French Mel~cluaFlts might have perfuadeci Mr 

Bwwn, perhaps, ehat Brl!lce had in his train a complete fet of Arti.fis 

£01' ev€ry IDranch (j)f defigl!l; ~.Q;d 'Mr Eil'ow.Jil's own experience mig}:lt 

lilOt ,extend far emmgh ,to eviIlCe Ilhe ,d,i,fficulty, if not the impofIibility, 

of tranfJIlortimlg fuch a f~te. ' ,But, il[ we give Mr Bruce credit for 

COlimnOEl under1il:aaw®g, which -e'''en Mr Brown will hardly withhold 

from him, we iha11 not fl~ppOie that he would incu,mber himfelf .with 

two followers, when one would ha'Ve 'h~n fuflicient to anfwer his 

purpofe: and we ilial1 IDe -led to w0nder. that we- hear not any ti­

dings of thefe Italian fcavants, either from Sir ~Jil)iam Jones's infor­

mant; 0r dirom the ArmeruaI,l and Bt';rg00 fa(l0rs) on whom Mr 

Bt'own repofed his coaf,i<!ience. 

I t is much to 'be 'laweXiltea, that.-Mr .Brown did not fav0r the public 

with a corred aXild a,ecura:te <!irawing of·thefe figures, in order ·to 1;la¥e 

,ena-IDled his readers -to enter iato the reafons, which may have in­

duced him to doubt the veracity of Mr Bruce 'in this infiance. Per­

haps Mr Brown is not a dniftsman : and if fo, we mufi doubly regret 

the monopolizinb? fpirit ' of his anteceifor, in not leaving either Zucchi 

or Balugani to decorate his more necefIito:us pilges. Had we found 

a reprefentation of the Theban Harp.ers, in the work of Brown as 

well as in that of Bruce; the charader of each in refped to fidelity, 
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wou.!d have reil:ed on the greater .01' lefs degree of authorityeJJljoyed 

by the authors of them refpeCl:ively. It would have been ~ fair and 

equal match; both ha<d yiuted the place; both would have given 

engravipgs of the figures; and both wo,lild have ayern:d they h:il9. 

made them on the fpot. So that we iliould have given credit to the 

one .or the other, according to the gep.er,a:l im.,pre;ffion w@ might have 

received of t):J.eir feveral merits. 

But the Care is otherwife, now; Mr Bruce has publiilied ;;tI1 en . 

. graving and has tol<l. 1;1S that he made his drawing. on ,the fpot. Mr 

Brown has publifhed no e,nzraving ; . but telling us that he did obf€:rve 

the harpers' defcribed 1;>y Bruce (and . t1tereby admitting the likenefs 

of that gentle.I;llan's reprefentation) he adds, "t~at his engra:ved figures 

feem to be from memory." Therefore, if we difbelieve Mr Bruce, 

we muil: not only give his antagoniil: credit for fuperior veracity i 

btlt for a degree of intuition, fufficient to enable him t() p.rol).ounce . 01). 

the place where any drawi.ng' may have been made, 

I am afraid, however, that even this great prepond,e~al1ce 9.£ jHl~tho­

rity ffil>lil: .be allowed to Mr Brown. Though he may h.ave ~eelil 

miftaken ,!S to the Bahr e1 A~iild j though he may have dOl.lpt,ed thf 

faCl: of Mr Bruce's reaching the Abyilinijl.l1 fources, on gr.9unds rsther 

too flight; and tho~gl;l, from natural intrepidity, he .m<by have too 

much under-valued the dangers of an -African defert; yet all that I 

have ventured to remark in this eifay, is fo conclullve as to the 

abilities, the enterprize, the candor, the impartiality, and the general 
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qualifications of Mr Brown, that we cann')t fuffer the authority of any 

other perron to weigh againft his lighteft dietum. 

Mr Brown has a capacious mind, and embraced a very wide field 

of difcovery: his intentions were noble: he feems to have been de­

£Irous of illuftrating every obfcurity under which African geography 

now labours: nor indeed is any thing wanting t.o eftabliili him a,s the 

moft meritorious of modern travellers; unlefs it be, that none of his 

intentions were carried into effeet j and that, notwithftanding his 
< 

public fpirit, and his wonderful aptitude for fuch undertakings, he 

, has not been able to obviate any: one of thofe difficulties he was 

bold enough to encounter. Tile plan .of Mr Bruce, on the c.ontrary, 

was very limited: fcarce1y, perhaps, coextenfive with his very limited 

powers. Therefore, his weight in the literary world mull: be trifling 

in proportion: and in eftima~ing the refpeetive auth.orities of thefe 

travellers, we muft refleet with gratitude, that Mr Brown fet out 

with a refolution of feeing and defcribing to us, every thing that ~as 

unknown in Africa: whereas Mr Bruce never ;propofed, in his fiudy, 

to confer a greater benefit on literature, than it now enjoys from his 

aetual atchievements. ,The refult is obvious; Mr Bruce is jl1ft fo 

much inferior in excellence to Mr Brown, as mere mechanical execution 

falls iliort of the more fublime merit of intention. 



A 

COMPARATIVE VIEW 
OF 

LIFE AND H;dP P INESS 

IN 

EUROPE AND IN CAFFRARIA. 

Ex f umo dore lucem. Holt. 

N 



/ 



A 

COMPARATIVE VIEW 
OF 

LIFE AND HAP,PINESS 

IN . 
EUROPE AND IN CAFFRARIA. 

E x fUlIlo dare lucem. HOR. 

THE Human mind has undergone a greater degree of Expan!i:on, 

during the Iaft forty or fifty years of the prefent expiring Centl!lry, 

than it had before experienced. fince the earlie1t 01'igin of l.iterature. 

This is to be attributed to that liberal fpirit of enquiry which has 

gone abroad, and caft light on every ramificatiQn of fcience. Fr(!e in­

veftigation and prejudice are incQJ.1lpatible with <lach 0ther: but pre­

judice for many centuries defeat€d th€ good EffeCts of her 0pponent, 

by clirnging to thofe fubjeCts Qn which curiofity is mGlft interefted; 

and leaving open to difeuffion· !beh trifles only, as might not in their 

tendency affeCt tyranny and fuperfiition. 

It has been the good fortune of our days, to fee this barrier bro­

ken down, and to enjoy the full benefits, both praCtical and theoretical, 

\ 
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'of philofophical Enquiry. A blaze of Science has burfl: in among 

all ranks of men: and we are furprifed and confounded at the filly 

propenfities and weak fyftems, which have long maintained an uncon­

trolled influence oveli our underftandings. A ch~nge of fentiment, a 

literary reformation, has been the happy confequence: and it has per­

vaded every fubjed on which the mind is capable ' of exerting its 

energies. To examine 'the beneficial refult, as far as it relates to our 

political well-being, the emancipation of our confciences, or the general 

interefl:s of Science, does not fall within the fcope of this Effay: but I 

am tempted to purfue a moral inveftigation which the difinterefted wif­

dom of a late writer * has fet 'on foot; that of comparing the too much 

boafted civilization of Europe, with the too much depreciated fimpli­

city of other countries. I £haJil confider it not only as ' matter of fpe­

culation, but with a view to reCl:ify the manne.rs of my own country, 

and ·to co-operate with Dr. B-'-'s and his affociates t in gi.,ving a 

proper bent to Education. 

The excellent Mr Brown has written with a penetration and vigor 

of intelleCl: . truly amazing, r'lotwithftanding we were in fome meafure 

prepured for him, by the vaft maiTes of philofophy which have of late 

been publi£hed: and he has proved, that the Balance of Happinefs is 

heavier under the Mohammedan Regime, than in Europe. _ Before I 

" A late <uriler. Mr B,own. Vide the Jalt Chapter of his Travels, intitled, " A Com· 

parative View of Life and Happino:fs in the Ealt and in Europe." 

t Hi! ajJocinltJ, Vide Edgeworth on Education, &c. &c. 
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read ,his work, I was not aware of this important Truth j ' ·but Gnce 

it became impreff'ed on my mind, I have reflected on the principle of 

of it moil: feriouily. I have coniidered whe'ther that principle does 

not extend much further: and whether the fame Vanity which has 

hitherto led us to undervalue the Turk and the Arab, is not equally 

unfounded in giving to our habits ~ preference before thofe of other 

nations, ftil! more barbarous according to vulgar notions. 

I am fully convinced that all who £hall read Mr Brown's Compara­

tive View with proper attention, will fee that, it is merely "Vefligia 

" parva," '* by which a much more exteniive theory of Morals, than 

he ~as explicitly given us, may be traced. To abafe and vilify 

Human Nature t being the true end of Philofop~y, the further we 

extend or explain any principle of doctrine whic,h may lead to , that 

" P!fIigia parva. Vide Mr Brown's quotation from Lucretius, (426) Though they arc 

" veftigia parva," we fee witl~ plea[ure, "Veftigia fJUlla retrorJum ." 

t Human Nature. Inafmuch as. philofophers have already laudably endeavoured to explode 

private affections, in order to make room for general philanthropy: the next fiep is, to re- . 

move the invidious difrinCtion between the feveral parts of a8:ive ma,!ter, and to fubll itute 

Philo-zolfm· for Phil-Anthrop),: ul1til which ' Iafr improve~ent in morals is ejfeCted, we 

cannot' attain to aMolute perfeCtion, which I hold to co'nfifr in Phil-E1Jlity: We never call 

think the animal dignity of a Fox or an Oyfrer lefs, when compared to the mental 

Energies of Mr Pitt; than thofe energies are light and trifling when oppofed to the com­

manding intuition of i Barrere or a WeiChaupt • 

.. Philozoism-Iove of all that has life. Philanthropy-love of manl,cind. Philentity-Iove of aU that exists. 

o 

L-________________________________ ~ ____________ ~ ____ ~ __ ~ __ • •• c. ______________ ___ 
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point, the better :!hall we deferve of ,our infl:ru&oTs ,·lI> and the more 

fhall we individually contribute to the .amendment of mankind. As 

Zoophytes hold a fort of intermediate fiation in exiitence, between "two 

kingd0ffis of matter; or as the Manati conneCl:s the ~ladruped and 

the Fifh .j fo the Hottentot_ ?as hitherto occupied an undefined rank in 

animal life, between Man and Brute. If o'llr van~ty is {hocked at 

finding the vifcera 0f a Pig fimilar -to thofe of a human creature; 

what wi11 it fuffer, if I dhew, without advancing one fiep in principle 

beyond Mr Brown, that ill all folid attainments, and in Happinefs, 

which is the refult of thofe attainment&, we fal~ fhort of the Caffrarian ? 

Let others wafie their time and amufe, ' without initruCl:ing, their 

readers, 'by pointing OIilt the ]!lath ·to 'VinHe, aIlIli patching the faulty 

parts 'of 0\U moral and religil:nrs notit}ns. True wifdom makes the 

radical demolition of thofe notions its {iril obj~Cl:: and when we fhall 

have extinguifhed the light by which at prefent the enquirer is guided 

on fuch fubjeCl:s. it is at leaft-an even chance that he may knock his 

brains out in the dark, before he has got another candle. 

" The charaCter t of every nation merits the attentiol!l of the phi­

" lofopher j and the lefs that natiun refembles ourfelves, the more its 

" difiinguifuing features require our inveiti&ation j" therefore the dif. 

tinguifhing features of the Hottentots pre-eminently claim difcuffion : 

and I am afraid, that from fuch difcuffion we {hall ·be too fadly taught, 

" O"r lr!flr"ElorJ. Vide Barruel and Robinfon. 

t ".rh. charaElfr. Dr. Tr. 425. 

I 
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that, " the labour, the thought and the agitation which have place 

"amof,lg us," render our condition much more miferable, than the 

contrary circumf'1:ances render that of the Hottentots. Mr Brown has 

gone a IOflg way towal,ds ,proving, that Ignorance, Idlenefs and Error, 

even as we find them fophi:fiicatcd in Mohammedan Countries, gefle­

rate a larger portion of happin€fs, or rather enfure a greater abfence 

of Pain, * than fcience, aCtivity and wifdom, as cultivated in Europe: 

how much more ,fo then, in countries whert Ignnranc'e; Idlenefs and 

Error have undergone no adulteration at all? We are furnifhed with 

, very fadsfaCtory aCCOUFlts· of the interior cufrdms prevalent among the 

Caffrarians: full as .ample, at leafr, as thofe from which other, 'dif-

quiutions, lik~ that which I ' now lay before the ,public, are drawn. 

Materials therefore will flot be wanting, by which I m.ay make a fair 

comparifofl betweeB 'that negleCted people t and my foi-difant civi-

" Pain. "A perfea abfence of paffi'on is certainly preternatural, if it may not be called 

" impo!lible ; but as our pa!lions are more likely to be called into aaion by painful than 

" by pleafurable fenfations, it feems little doubtful that 'the mind on which they operate 

" moa feebly will remain in the mofl tranquil fiate. This 'tranquilfity, 'fihis ~bfence of pain, 

" (for joy, however poignant, is but a tranGent gleam, a corufc.tioD, which pa!ling, renders 

" the obfcurity which [ucceeds it more fenlible) is the lin'gle fpecies of happitlefs of which 

" mankind is allowed to partake." Br. Tr. 441. 

t N egleBed people. I am fenfible that recent difpatches fro~ 'tire 'Cape, li.ave announcei! 

the Hottentots to be in a fl ate of infurre'lHon agarna 'th-e vidie'n1: meafures of this counrry; 

and that, confequentl y, any praife which a love of Truth may extort 'from me in their 

behalf, may be cOllarued, by a ate profecutors, into expre!lions of attachment to the King's 
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lized ,brethren in E,urope. I know that I have prejudice to encounter, 

and that no inference will be allowed me, unlefs fanctioned by au­

thority. I ihall therefore refer all deductions to firft princip!es,. and 

. cite my authority for every leading propofition that I may ftate. 

" Education '* ihould be the art of forming man on the principles 

" of Nature." . " But, in no nation with whofe hifiQry we are 

"acquainted, has fuch a ryftem been eftabliihed." "Nature is 

" diftorted and paralyfecf by authority." 

Therefore in that nation, where education is moll: conformable to 

the ufages of a ftate of nature; where this dijlortillg and paralyfing 

authority is Ie aft felt; there we ihall find the purell: approximation 

to folid happinefs. 

A State of Nature exill:s only among that modificatiem of Beings, 

improperly called Brute Animals : therefore, the e10fer the analogy 

to the habits of fuch. animals which we obferve in any moral fyll:em, 

the mor~ correct ha:s bet;n the fcheme of Education that has led to it. 

In proportion as we recede from that ftandard, the above-mentioned 

dijlortion and paralyfm increafes. 

\ 

Enemies. I am not however to be deterred from my duty by fuch apprehen1ions. Philo-

fophy has long taught us, either to make no diftinClion between friends and enemies, at all : 

or, if any, .to take care that our partiality falls', where it is moft wanted to preferve 

equilibrium, upon thofe whom the mafs of mankind holds in deteftation • 

.. Education. Br. Tr. 426. 



59 

The purity of Caffrarian education will appear from a 'very iliort 

view of it. 

The child"" as foon as born is wrapped up in a knapfack and faf­

tened upon the back of its mother; a pendulous fituation, in which it 

palfes ieveral of the nrft months of its exiftence. It is then fet on 

the ground and fuffered to roll about, till by degrees it alfumes the 

leading charaCter of diftinCtion in the Animal Warld, that of _ walk­

ing on two Legs; from this period, until >it approach to manhood, 

if a boy, t it remains in a ftate of total inaCtivity in the prefence of 

its father: gathering from his praaice "a grave demeanour, COll­

" tempt for frivolous amufements, frugality, temperance, where they 

" are taught in the moft effeCtual manner,t by example; and where 

" there is the leaft probability of counter-in(huCtion-in the Hut of 

" the father." § At the age of feventeen the afpiring Hottentot is 

• 'Th, ·child. That is, when not expofed; of the lingular but unexceptionable cuftom of 

e'pofure I {hall treat hereafter. For the particulars here {fated vide Kolb. 

t If a hoy. During this period "His drefs is free from ligatures, hi. diet is (imple, and 

" he is accuftomed to variation of feafons." B. T. 428. Thefe" advantages 9£ Hottentot 

" Education" arife, partly from their wearing no cloaths at all; partly from their having 

nothing but milk for food; and partly from their not having been more fortunate than other 

people, in difcovering a method of reducing the four feafons to one average temperature. 

l Elf-Rua/manner. Vide Br. Tr. 427' Frugality and temperance cannot be taught in a 

TO,?re effectual manner, than by placing the fcholar in a fituation without m~ney and food. 

§ Hut of the father. There will be few of my male readers, to whom a very apt -illuftra­

!ion of this mqde of educating young people, will not have occurred in their eaily paftimes ; 

p 



60 

admitted into the fociety of men, by a ceremonious obfervancc, of 

which t~e exterior is, I ; dmit, abhorrent from natural fimplicity, 

though the principles inculcated, are exaCl:ly conformable t~ the mo­

del which.! have mentioned. At this period he is inflruCl:ed in all 

the morality, which this people thinks neceffary, to make a young 

man ufeful and ornamental to his country; he is cautioned againfl: 

any colloqui!ll intercourfe with women prior to marriage; fince they, 

being an inferior order of < beings might debafe him-; and-given to un­

derfland that his highefl prerogative is that of infulting, reviling, 

and beating his mother. No Tefl:, no matriculation, like that which 

is the difgrace of our feminaries, is impofed: his hair is not confined 

in a queue; no Manly Gown is flung on his llioulders: the procefs 

is all natural: the principles inftilled into him are deduced from the 

praCl:ice of quadrupeds, and the fole unCl:}on to which cunom has 

fhbjeCl:ed the young man, is fupplied from the fimple chemiflry of 

Nature. 

In this fyflem of Education, it is material that Illiould remark the 

clofe affinity, which ~t bears to that pra.Cl:ifed by perfons who walk on 

when in cultivating the lira offsets of apathy· they may have exercifed themfelves in rob­

bing bird's nefts. In hollow trees, they often may h'ave obferved the progeny of that folemn 

reclufe, the Strix Stridula, learning from the example of their mother, gravity 'of demeallor, 

~ontempt for . frivolous amurements, frugality, temperance: and in that place where there 

was the leaft probability of counter-i nftruClion-the neft of the parent. 

~ N. B. By apathy we understand an indifference to the su1fering~ of others, not to our own. 
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four legs, in refpect to its total exemption from- fuperfiiti·on. '* Mr 

Brown fays of the Mohammedan children, that they are early taken 

out of the hands of the women and fent to fiudy the Koran: a prac­

tice which he jufily qbferves "has only the negative advantage of 

" faving them from pofitive Idlenefs:" t but in Caff'raria this 

deviation from pofitive- Idlenefs is not found. The Energies of an 

Hottentot are cramped by no hope of reward, no dread of puniili­

ment : _ his talents are not lofi in a maze' of metaphyfical incom­

prehenGbility; nor is the native indepe?dence of his mind fubdued 

by the fenfe of any ' Being fuperior to himfelf. t The Lion of the 

Fordt is not, in this refpect, more free from prejudice than the HUfitf­

man of the Kraal. 

Let u s now confider European Education; I mean the fiate of it, 

before thofe rays had appeared which have of late thrown lig~t on its 

obfcurity. In Europe "Education § is the art of moulding the foul 

" to the Times." "The ideas II are multiplied and the imagination 

" Suptljlit iolZ. "The leading faul t of Education in the various parts of the Turkilh 

" Empire, originates in the prevailing fuperll:ition. Wherever this does not operate, tne 

" praaice is fufficiently rational." B. T. 427. 

N. B. By SlIpeljlition, we mean Religion, of any fort or denomination whatever: by 

Rational, what is conCon.nt to Inftincr. 

t IdJ"'eft· Vide Br. Tr. 427 . 

. 1: Sltperior to himftlf. This is to be undedlood, how.ever,. wi th the eM:eptiol1 of a Dutchman.. 

§ Education. B. T. 428. 

II The Ideas. B. T. 426. 
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" exalted: by reading and frequent intercourfe with foreigners we are 

" enabled to prefent to ourfelves the fiate of difiant times and remote 

" nations: their knowledge, their arts, their pleafures become fami­

" liar to us: and from a fixt principle if the human mind the lively idea of 

" all theft advantages gmerates the hope if appropriating them. Our firfi 

" attempt rs haply crowned with fuccefs , and we are thus fiimulated 

" to fl'lrther Effort: but as the bounds fixt to our attainments are re­

'.' moved the farther we (advance, and improvement is infinite, our 

" ultimate difappointment is inevitable, and it is felt with a poig­

" nancy proportionate to our firfi hopes." 

The DoCtrine which I kaye laid . down in the foregoing paragraph, 

under the authority of Mr Brown, will, when duly confidered, evince 

·not only th€ abfurdity of our mode of Education, but the radical 

error of all our moral notions and municipal conlbtutions. The fixt 

principle, by which Man rs driven to willi tlae appropriation of all he 

1ikes to himfelf, is evidently tb.e ground of all thofe ilCtions w~ch 

are cognizabl~ in our courts of criminal jurifdiCtion j confequently the 

objeCt of fuch courts is to coerce volition, or in other words, to diflort 

,and paraf;fe -Nature: ' whence arifes Robbery, Forgery, Burglary, 

Swindling, Coining, Perjury and Picking Pockets, but from the Hope 

of appropriating to ourfelves the fubfiances, through which we enter. 

tain a lively idea that others are benefited? Therefore, it is plain 

that our moral ideas are fundamentally wrong j and that before we 

reCtify our fyfiem of Education, we lliould annul it]] thofe infiitutions 

by which the exertions of an individual to {hake off the prejudices 



of his youth, are now cramped or punilhed. Again, finc~ ' we muD; 

ulti.mately experience difappointment in our fearch after knowledge, 

becaufe Improvement is infinite; and: ought therefore to ihrink 

from any knowledge at all : in like manner we ought to abfiain 

from all goodnefs; becaufe virtue being infinite, our endeavour 

to reach perfeCtion mufi ultimateiy be difappointed. So that no 

fyfiem of education is rational, except that which confines the 

above-mwtioned fixt principle to the appropriati~n of feniible objeCts 

of a definite nature. In thefe, there is a great chance of avoiding 

difappointment; . fuch as Meat, for which no previous toil is required; 

the Drink offered by nature; an~ a female of the fame fpecies, pro­

vided no fearch, in treaty or other ceremony be neceffary towards the 

attainment of her. And fuch is the praCtice of nature: the interval 

between the feveral gratifications which I have enumerated, ' is, (in a 

- pure ftate) paffed in Sleep: I will not fay the Cattrarian fyfiem con­

forms wholly to it; but I am jufiified in contending, that it is by 

many degrees nearer to PerfeCtion than that of Europe. "The habits 

" of an Hottentot are indolence, gravity, patience: his ideas are few 

" in number; and his fentiments in courfe equally rare: they are. 

" however generally correCt, fpringing from the objeCts around him, 

" and for the moft part limited to th0fe objeCts." '" The reader will 

draw his own conclufion: I flatter myfelf I need not occupy more ot 

" OhjeElJ. B. T. 47.6. 



his time, in proving thi\t the Hottentots enjoy· a pureI' fyfiem of 

Education than the Europeans. " 

The c11araCter of a Nation is pretty firongly marked in its manage­

ment of the female fex: Mr Brown has fully confuted all the idle 

notions which ,we had entertained relative to the ,Seclufion of women; 

and has lliewn, how m~ch the ~litm of Oriental Happinefs is augmented 

_ by the judicious cufiOOlS adoptild on that head in Mohammedan 

Countries. We -had been accufiomed to condemn them, merely 
t 

becaufe they differ from our own; but it is evident that we never 

weighed their fev~ral advantages maturely, or confidered their refpeCtive 

influence on Society, with the E~e. of a philofopher, Befides, we 

have always run away with a mifiaken notion, ~hat women in Turkey 

think like women in Europe; and would confequently prefer a life 

of infiruCtion, liberty, refpeCtability and di~erfion, to one of dark 

ignorance, captivity, contempt and fiupidity. But it is not fo; 

" infiead of complaining of their ' feclufion as an injury, they may 

" fometimes' be obferved to be ttnacious of it as a mark of re­

fpeet." t They willi it, for the fake of tranquillity; it is befides by 

" long adoption, ~ become part of bien-:feallce:" it is therefore proper . 

.. The candid reader wiJl. give me fome credit, for not puOling this argument, fo far as 

I certainly migllt have done. But it mull be no fmall inducement to thofe who hah\er 

after the new philofophy, to learn, that V.cancy of mind is the point of felicity we aim at. 

Thofe who read my great Archetype, will think that fome of us are not unhappy. 

t RifptEl, ]3, T, 429' 

:j: Adoption . Ibid, What has been long .dopted is not however always' proper; nor 

will Mr Brown willi to have his principle extended to matters religious or political, 
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Now if the management of Women among the OrIentals, be 

preferable to that of the Europeans: i {hall have little difficulty 

in iliewing, that the Hottentots re'nder theirs, ye~ more condu~ive 

to happinefs, than the Orientals. It 11~S been proved that the nearer 

we approach to a flate of Nature, the .lefs remote we are from true 

felicity. Such is the imbecillity of our, conftitution, that we canno~ 
exift without fome degree of lab~ur ; ' and therein is manifeft our ....p 

inferiority to the quadrupedal mo~els whom' we propofe for imitation: 

the Cow muft be milked , the herbs muft be gathered, the roots muft 

be dug up; nay when thefe people indulge in animal diet, the beafl: 

muft be cut open, before his guts ,.can be come at: and to do this, 

would be an infraction of that indolense, by which the Caffrarian is fo 

much nearer the at tainment of Happinefs, than the European. He 

commits it, therefore, to the fc:;male part of his family; and that he 

may not lofe in jealous difquietude, (from the non-obfervance of the 

doctrine of confinement) what he gains in indolence; he adopts a 

method of treating the fex, which is as fure a preventive of the dan­

gerous pallion of love, as the H aram itfelf. From a fpirit of refined 

policy, he acts towards the female fex, as if it did not participate in 

thl! fame qualities as hi~felf; and from the m oment of his receptiQn 
(' ' 

into the Society of Men, aifumes the correction of thofe women to 
• 
whom he is moft nearl y \related, as the iqdifpenfable characteriftic of 

lr ~is manhood, \\That he thus practifes on h is mother and fifl:ers, be­

omes mature, againft the time of his marriage, to obviate the pollible 

t. approach of affection. Like the Mohammedan, he does not reflriCl: .. 
I ' 

,) 
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his alliances to one woman; and like the Mohammedan, he is the ab­

falute Lord of his wives; but in one refpect he has far the advan­

tage ; for whereas the former relies on his treatment of his wives as 

children ,r, or on_ the number , of them, for that exemption from 

domefl:ic fquabbles which enfures happinefs : the Hottentot comes much 

nearer to his modd: he not only confounds individual paffion, by 

promifcuous gratification; but by the unfophifiicated firucture of his 

manfion, in good earnefi ~ntroduces the manners of the forefl: into the 

dwellings of mankind. He lives in one den with all his females; and 

thus, by utterly eradicating that bane of happinefs, delicacy, he pre­

ferves the intercom'fe between th~ fexes in the natural fiate, t from 

which, we are told, Europeans have diverted it, by the monfirous 

refinements of gallal1try and decorum. This huddling method of 

cohabitation, is, " at this time far from being the effect of individual 

" appetite; it is, by long adoption, become a part of Bielifeana." 

If therefore the mode of Education in Caifraria, and the ' manage­

ment of women adopted in that country, tend more to the happinefs 

of man, than the fimilar infiiturions now ufed in Europe: two great 

points are gained, towards efiabli!hing the general fuperiority of the 

Hottentot Syfiem. Of the moral obfervances of thefe people, there 

are two that differ fo widely from ours, that I doubt not but mofi of 

my inconfiderate read~s will give them up, as blots in an otherwife 

" Children. B. T. 430' 

l Naturnl jlnlt . "The intercourfe between the fexes bei~g at length reduced to the fimple 

gratification of the fenfual de fire," &c. B. T. 431. 

" 



excellent char'aCl:er. "Social man has been too long employed in 

" counteraCting nature, not to have moulded all to his dwarfifh 

" intelleCt :"* focial man; therefore, fhudders at the thought of expofing 

his child or his infirm parent, as a banquet for any natural philofo­

phe'l' of the Forerr. Let us examine how far this prejudice . is recon­

cileable to rational principles. 

THe great principle is, that ' Exemption from labor confiitutes hap­

pinefs, as far: as Humanity is' capable of it, I have already obferved, 

that tIie human conffitution does not partake of the fame advantages 

as the quadrupedal; and, confequently, cannot be fup,ported al'together 

by the fpontaneous bounties of the Earth. Whoever, therefore, is una­

ble to procure that affift ance by individual or confirained exertion, 

muft receive it from others, who can; and, confequently, will induce 

an increafe of labor on their part. To fufter fuch increafe of labor 

(if .not inevitable) would be to court a diminution of Happinefs : 

therefore, it would be inconfi.fient with true Wifdom : whence it 

follows, that to obviate any circumfiance, ';hich in its effeCts may tend 

to produce fuch an increafe, would be the)TIeafilre that true wifdom 

would diCtate. As long as the vigor of a Inan 'remains, fo long it is 

natural and rational that his progeny fhould obey and reverence him ; 

and fo long, we may well fuppofe that his :female connections win 

execute for him the menial duties of a fa\l1ily ; for while his fin~ngth 

• Intel/tEl. B. T. 442. 

R 
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is unimpaired, the fuccefs of any attempt to deprive him of his pro­

perty, might be dubious; and he is capable of according to the wo­

men that proteCtion, gratification, and fufienance, which it is his 

in_~erefi they fhould receive from him. But when age or infirmity 

defiroys this reciprocal coniideration on his part; it vanifhes alto­

gether -; for there is no principle more undoubted, than that a contraCt, 

if of force at all, mufi be beneficial to both parties. It is obvious 

therefore that when the fith~r is no longer able to control his family, 

the m ore vigorous fon muft. take his place; and with his place, his 

property : -the women are a part of that property; fo that, if I may be 

allowed to fuppofe that fome wifh to provide for the fuperannuated 

party might exifi in them, * they would no longer have permiffion 

to do fo j becaufe any appropriation. of their labor to the relief of ano­

ther, might interfere with their fubferviency to the indolence of their 

L_ord . H €nce it appears, that ,the expofure of an infirm parent is in 

fb"iCt conformity to the diCtates -of Nature: for he "cannot fupply the 

wants of humanity himfelf ; even if his ~earch after h~ppinefs would 

permit him to do fo : he has none to whom he can delegate that of­

fice : therefore, if he reCf,:ive nutriment at all, it-mufi be from the in­

creafed iabor, and confequently from the diminifhed happinefs of ano­

ther; 

The- cufiom of expofmg children alfo, modified as it is in Caffiaria, 

is reducible to the fame principle: for no child is expofed that is not 

• ]" them. Mr Ledyard and Mr Park have in Come degree authorized this Cuppofition. 

L. 
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ll. female and a twin. A very fmall number of females is found 
, ~ 

fufficient to execute thofe trifling toils to which even the' Saturnian 

climate of Caffraria fubjeCl:s its denizens j as well as to provide fucn 

a fupply, of wives, as is requifite for the purpofe of fecuring domeftic 

felicity by the exclufion of Love: whence it is evident that rearing 

two children where one is fufficient, would be the higheft abfurdity, 

inafmuch. as it would be volunteering fuperfluous labour" in the 

nutrition j and entailing on the communiw the neceility of providing 

a larger quantity of food, in the after fufiienance, of the twin who,. 

might be fpared. However there is ala argument in favor of this prac-' 

tice, much more cogent;: a woman, by means of the knapfack ~hich 

I have already mentioned, is well able to execute the laborious part 

of her duty, when incumbered with one child: but the cafe would 

be much otherwife, had fhe two. Therefore if in the event of twins, 

both were to be reared; the huiliand would lofe fo much , of his 

wife's fervice, as would be occupied in attention to the rearing one . 

of them: ~d juft in that proportion, he would be opliged to relin­

quifh his individual indolence, or in other wQrds his individual hap­

pinefs. A circumftance, which muft, if duly weighed, make any fur­

ther difcuffion on this topic wholly nugatory. 

" If the multitude of wants conilitute human inquietude, it muft 

" be remembered how much of what to us is indifpenfable is, to 

"them, as if it had never b~en." * True as this remark is~ 

.. N ,ver peen. B. T. 436. 



whellJapplie.dlto· the Orient:rls;. it! is yer more forcible 'with refpect to 

the Gadfrariam. b would be fuperfluous to enter into <Ie . detail of 

what 3L Caffi-arian does not know,: what' he dou, is confined altogether 

to the.. fenfibk obje6l:s": contiguous 'ro his l Kraal; Hm ideoas ftom Re­

fl~ion or <i:oml:J~natiolil, . he. has, nroll;. 'I1he ' number of} his wants 

tp.erefDre. iSJ equ,ally. limited' ; and .confequently. his real 'fum of' bappi­

nefs is . great;.' in the iny:erfe ' prop'0f1tion',of' that t numl3er: l>ltt' thefe 

wants do D'Ot\ extend be'.Y(Jna what.. is within his reach-he is not 

therefore ·fubjeCl: to difappointment. ,Let the VoJuptmary; let the 

man of Science. think. of this, . a,nd .bLtitih , atf his own inferiority! 

Much of-individual bappinefs ;, nmch tao 'Of: the manI1ers of Society, 

will depen~ on genltral polity: rh(;lrefol'e It' may be neceffary to 

enquire in this plaoel whethel"the form of· Goverment in Ca£fi.uhl or 

thai: of. England, (whuch1, till of late, ,bas' been thought the 'moll: per­

fect in Europe) be ' ruore] calculated fOF the lknefit of. its comp-onent 

parts: amd I fancYJEuropean vanity· will, in this dife:uflion aKa, meet 

with [orne little mor.tificadon. 

The leading features of thCl Gaff'rarian ,polity bear' fo clofe an affinity 

to the Feudal ' Syll:em, that one might; ' at ' firft figli~, fancy them to 

have been derived from the Vandals: thus, each Kraal elects a Chief 

or.Barot!, who,has a voice iJ1l' the' gn~at Council of Hottentot1l: this 

Council is afi'embled as a> mattei' of courfe, in time of ' emergency; 

fuch ,as the imoad. of a Lion, the rumoured approach, of a Dutch­

man, * or any other event which threatens deftruClion to the ftate: 

• D utchmall, The Dutch, though deprived of their African poife£lions by violence, at this 
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at other feafol1s, the King or Konquer of all Caffraria, which is an 

hereditary title, may convene it when he chufes: but when we ex­

amine the matter more" minutely, it appears, that the philofopher, to 

whom " Caffraria owes her conilitution, was endowed with far more 

fublimity of Conception than fell to the lot of Vandal J urifts; and , if 

we may judge of him by his work, was indeed a Scavant, an Illumine 

of the firft Order. Reafons, locally prevailing, may have induced 

him to fanCtion the femblance of . regal Goverpment; but he has 

effectually neutralifed it, by the other ingredients of his conftitution. 

At all aHemblies the king fits 9n his heels in the centre of his coun­

feIlors: a poG.tion highly impreiliv~ of his fituation as the firft menial 

fervant of the ftate; " in the nllxt place, he can take no ftep without 

the confent of each Kraal ; and in executing any meafure is obli.ged 

to follow the inftructions or orders of his fubjeCts: in fine, he has 

no revenue. From this laft circumftance, i~ at once appears that, no~­

withftanding the innate propenfity of regal animals to mifchief, this 

king can do no harm. t !Ie cannot indulge , thofe libidinous inclina-

time, will foon be rein!1:ated in them. Bonapart~ will of courfe give them back every thing 

of value, which was theirs befor~ they became free, when he /hall have finifhed the conque!1: 

of the world, and may be at leifure to make a difl:ribution. As the tranlien t polfellion of the 

Briti/h will not perhaps be . recorded in the French annals, and other documents will not 

reach pofl:erity, I prefer the word Dutchman to any other. 

• Stale. This pofl:ure is always reforted to by the Arabs in token of humility, when 

they are in the pre fence of a fuperior. Niebuhr. 

t No ;'arm. "They fay there is a king among them (i. e. the Crocodiles) who relides 

S 

. -
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lions, which belong to all people of his rank and fiation ; ,;. and con­

fequently the apparent infringement of natural .government, occa­

uoned by the title of King, is merely nominal; and the patriarchal or 

natural form, does in fact obtain over the whole of this country. It 

will not require much argument, to :!hew that this form is prefera­

ble to any other, as far as relates to the attainment of happinefs ; inaf­

much as· it is coufonant to. univerfal Volition, and is in conformity to 

an education by which Nl1ture is neither para/yJed nor -diJiorted: and 

we :!hall fee, by and bye, that the focial intercourfe of this people is 

conduCted on a footing perfeCtly analagous to the fame principle, and 

tending in the fame way to natural happinefs. 

" Another firiking diiIimilitude between the Europeans and Hot­

" tentots is obferval?le in the number and quality of their refpeCtive 

" laws and the arhninifiration of public Juftice."t In Calli'aria 

municipal jurifprudence is unknown; t here we find no laws, 

no pLeadings, no tedious invefiigations of right, no opportuni ty 

for perjury (fince teftimony is not thought of), no delineation of 

'one fhade of crime from another; the fhupefi lance or the firongefi 

ann regulates the difpofi~ion of civil Rights, and warrants criminal 

" near lfna : and he po!lH.R:s a? uncornmon regal quality, that of doill~ no harm (' the king 

• can do do no wrong:) Some pretend, /lee." B. T. ' 40. 

• Sl atiofl . H This immenfe retinue may' be imagined without at tributing -to the Sultan 

" more libidinous propenfities than belong to ot hers of the fame rank and aation." B. T. 293~ 

t Jt!Jlicr. B. T. 432. 
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\Vrongs. "So that no man can bequeath to his family the inheritance 

of judicial ruin." ... 

It will perhaps be thought thftt the rough nature of the Argumen­

tum Baculinmn, and the uncertain tendency of its operation, are evils 

for which no advantages can compenfate: and here it m ay at leaft be 

urged, that in Europe the adminiftration of Juftice is more equal, and 

that right is not generally to be fet aiide by force. 

On the other hand, whatever may be the 'integrity of the judges in 

their decifions ; (and that', from the nature of man is very doubtful;) 

the length, and delay of the proceeding, is fufficient to reproduce aU 

the evils which are thought to be obviated by the abfence of Club Law. 

If one of the parties be poor and the other rich, the latter commonly 

has the option of ruining the former, by throwing impediments in the 

way of a dec.iGon: and it is of little importance to a man, to know 

that he is ultimately viCtorious, when his property is already con­

fumed, ere the Caufe draw near its termination. t 
If this be fa; and ' if Sufpence be the moft irkfome fenfation of 

which the mind is fufceptible; is it not more conducive to individual 

happinefs, that Nature iliould fettl e all differences by her previous: 

difpoGtion of bodily ftrength to the contending parties refpeCtively; 

than that Man {hould affume to himfelf the prerogative of deciding: 

• R ui1l . Br. Tr 433. 

t 'Ternzimtion. Ibid. T his and the foregoing paragraphs are almofi verbati m from t\!:c­

Drown. 



on the concerns of his fellow men? The argll11lcnlum baCIIlilllt1fl may 

or may not be confOl1ant to 'our refined }deas of Ju0:ice, in Europe; 

but as it puts the poor at leail on a par with the rich; as it deilroys 

all the fubtle diilinCtions and advantages by which our corrupted 

manners have allowed intelleCt to encroach on dullnefs: as it is the 

only mode of de<;ifion, to which reafon guides animals in a pure ilate 

df Nature; and as " that anxiety and fufpence by which the happinefs 

" of fociety in moil European CQuntries is leffened from the frequency 

" of judicial procefs" * is obviated by it altogether: I cannot hefitate 

in thinking the Caffrari,an more happy, in this refpect alfo, than the 

European. 

Having thus ilionly taken notice of the principal points of com­

parifon. between Europe and Caffraria, relative to their general inilitu:­

.tio~s, fo far as they affect the ca~ of life and happinefs of individuals; 

-I {hall now proceed to in"eiligate the method of focial intercourfe, 

:and the private conve'niences of both: that it may appear how far the 

public inilitutions do indeed affeCt individuals; and whether the 

preponde~ance of happinefs is in faCt on the fide of refinement or of 

unadulterated Nature. 

The drefs of the Caffrarian when he has attained the age of 

manhood is no further removed from the fimplicity of Nature,than 

.. Procefs. B. T. 434. The caution of Mr Brown in this pafTage is exquifite. He fays, 

" " in tIIq/I countries of Europe."-Certainly great advances have been made towards 

enablifhing Club· Law in one European Nation, and that perhaps the mon enlightened of any. 
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(as I have before obferved' the want of an average temperature of feafons 

renders neceffary . . (t is convenient, and unvarying ; and it anfwers · 

the double pUl'pofe of a blanket and a veft. The temperance and 

frugality of his diet; the mOflotony of . his habits, and the locality 

of his abode, approach very near quadrupedal perfeetion: his ideas 

'centre in himfelf: his language is confined to the fat isfaCtion of his 

bodily wants; it is fententious and void of oftentation, confifting only 

of a few Phrcfes courtes et rares, '" of which the enuntiation is as little 

varied from that obferved among fuperior animals, as the nature of 

his communications will admit; and by which of courfe no converfa­

tion beyond the fati~faetion of urgent defires can at all be carried ort. 

" H e 'goes into company to fieep, not to labor; and he efteems ef­

fort i11 converfation a vain toil." t 
On the contrary, the European paffes great part of his time in con­

cealing from his brethren that h is anatomical conftruetion is like 

theirs; and in counteraeting the regular procefs of nature, which ex­

cludes the aLqion of cold on the nerves, by gradually filling the pores 

with extraneous matter.:j: His whole life is occnpied in procuring 

to , himfelf the means of deviation from tirft principles : and he ftudies 

to be as much unlike' what he ihouJd refemble, an Afs or a Bull, as 

poffible. His l anguage is complex, and his greateft attainment, that 

• Et ray", B. T. 437. 

t T oil. B. T. 438. 

:j: Maller, i. e. dirt. 

T 



of being able to generate it profufion Glf articulate founds, on fubjeCl:s 

in which he himfelf is far from being individually interefted. I His 

,daily comforts are injured by an ufelefs interference in the concerns of 

others; and he often is weak enough to confider his ftrength, his 

wealth, or his talents, as more ufefully employed in adminiftering to 

the wants of others, than in procuring gratification to himfelf. 

The focial Manners of an Hottentot are conformable to the ftriCl:eft 
, < 

rules of Natural Politenefs: he does juft what Nature prompts him to 

do, and he feels no fpurious delicacy or fhame, in aCl:ing according to 

the inward impulfes of his own mind. This mode of behaviour pre­

ferves an exaCl: equality; all are fatisfied, with wh~t all do: the work­

,ings of nature are alike in every man; and were they more attended 

to, or Father were they lefs choaked and ftifled, in European focieties, 

all invidious diftinC1:ions would ceafe at once: no more formality, 

that moft oppreffive and defpotic conftraint, ~ould be obfervable in 

the circle of St. James's * than in the pens of Smithfield. Among the 

Hottentots, "fociety is rendered tranquil and eafy by mutual forbear­

" ance; 'with us it is vexed by th\! neceffity of mutual adulation;" we 

are trained to the obfervance of certain forms, which fcern, " like other 

" ~ogmas, to have been invented to £hew the merit of implicit cre­

dence." t 
Mr Br0wn remarks the facility with which, in Mohammedan coun-

" St. James" . Sc. if any fuch place could furvive t!'e introduaion of natural manners. 

t Credence. B. T. 436-7. 
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tries, a vifitor is difmiifed by the introduCtion of a little fcented wood 

in a Cenfer; and juftly prefers that cufrom to the "coinmon but 

" abfurd praCti<;e ' which obtains among ourfelves, of urging thofe to 

" ilay longer ofw!lOfe company one is already tired." '" 'But is not 

a pum by the moulder, or a kick on the breech, frill more mort and 

fummar:r. than calling for perfumes? let Mr Brown try both; and 

th,en compare their relative excellencies, witl} the barbarous refinement 

of European civility. 

Mr Brown fays, "The greatefr number of menials in a famiiy (and 

" in the Eafr they are very numerous) occafions no Confufion. ' All is 

" conduCted in frlence and order. All fuch direCtions as are in the co~­

" mon routine of affairs, are given by figns, and are infrantly under­

" frood : not from pride, or as implying the vafr difrance between 

" mafrer and fervant, but principally to avoid all equivoque, when 

" perfons of various defcriptions are prefent, and by making fecrecy an 

" uniform habit, to avoid all fufpicion from the adoption of myfrery 

" in giving orders before company, when any thing is to be faid which 

,. it is not intended the company mould hear." t Certainly, this me­

thod of avoiding myfrery by being always myfierious, is very far pre­

ferable to the confufed and embarraifed method of conduCting family 

affairs in Europe: But Mr Brown will forgive me, if I think the Hot-

.. Tired. B. T. 434. 

t Hear. Ibid. 



tentot fyfl:em yet better; fince, by bani!hing all ceremony whatever, it 

precludes the neceility ot giving any orders at all; and confequently 

not only f<lves the trouble of fpeaking, but even the exertion of making 

figns *. 'This comes ail! nearer to the point aimed at, that of avoid­

ing the leafl: infraction of natu~al quietude. 

It may be faid that nothing can compenfate to the CafITarian, his 

10Jfs arifing from ignorancr of the polite arts, literature and convivial 

intercourfe. But let me ~ik, do not thofe pleafures carry their own 

antidote with them? Does not he, who fuffers himfelf to be duped 

by the expectation of pleafure arifing from fuch fources, layout for 

mortification, and court difappointment? If a man of delicate tafl:e 

feels refined enjoyment from th~ contemplation of a beautiful land­

fcape or the perufal of an elegant poem; he is equ;Uy !hocked at the 

fight of any thing deformed, difproportioned or unnatural in either: 

he has not the option of contemplating a difagreeable object and not 

feeling a difagreeable fenfation. It is impoilible to be conver-fant with 

man and not obferve man's works; " alld does flot the man who reads , 

unavoidably faIl on abjilrdities 'Lf!Jbich dijglffi bim ?" t It is t:vidently better 

to know nothing, and !hnt up every avenue of mental pleafure, than 

to fubject onesfelf to moleftation by the int:vitable confequences of it • 

., Sigll!. Mr Brown's evident preference of fymbolic.1 orders, manifelted in tbe above 

cited pallage, makes one wonder very much, at hi~ not adverting to the fuperior excellence of 

the mod e of difmilling a vifitor fuggelted by me, over the introduClion of perfumes; the one 

hint might be milt.ken, the oth« could not. 

t Difg,l' him. Vide B. T. 442. Did all men write like Mr Brown, this latter obfeTVa· 
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The radical wifdom of torpidity be€Omes more· obvious; the more we 

look: into the flattering nature of European amufements. 

lJa all thofe extraneous incidents, which repel inconvenience or 

promote comfort in individual life, the refinement of Europe :ihould 

feem to have decidedly the advantage over Caffrdl"ian firnplicity: but 

the faCt is otherwife:. a.nd we find infenfibility, which I have before 

fhewn to be the fum mum bonum of humanity, more promoted by the 

ufages of the latter country,. than by thof'l to which we have blindly 

aifented .. 

" The art of building in which more refined nations difplay fo much. 

" ingenuity and confume fo much of their property, is there limited 

" by the neceffity that 'produced it. A light roof fhelters the H ottentot 

" from the fun and rain; and he fears not to be crufued by the mafs 

" which he has raifed for his fecurity. The conflagration may defo­

-.- late his 'abode, but his foul is not appalled; for he has raired no, 

" monument of vanity to become its prey." "' Their habitations are 

compofed of {lender poles, inclining towards each other, and thatched 

. with nearly as much ingenuity as thofe of the beaver: but in fOII). e 

refpeCts they far exceed that animal in fimplicity: inftead of a complex. 

r"ange of apartments,. to diil:inguifh one of which from another would. 

vequire fame degree of thought, they more wifely contrive one only 

tion woul d not hold good. Diverlion would certa inly take place of di fguft: belides, upon the­

princil'le of avoiding myllery by being always myllerious, a man may .v.oid . • bfurdilY· by: 

being ahnys abfurd . 

• II! P"y. . B. T . 286. 
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chamber for their dwe-lIing; in!tead of rearing granaries and hoarding 

up a !tore of pl'ovilions to be devoured at a future period (which proba­

bly may never arriv€) at the price of forethought and bodily labour; 

they difdain to fuffer even th~ pollibility of a morrow to rife in their 

apprehenfion. The lance forms the whole of their furniture; nor is 

the fer'enity of their life interrupted by any thing like a reflection, either 

to facilita!e enjoym~nt or to obviate pain. 

Contraft with this, the a~onizing luxuries of an European. Confi­

der, calmly, what are called the convenioences of his houfe; from the 

radical error of its conftru~ion, he is fubjeCl: to daily, nay almoft hourly 

toil, in going up and down ftairs; from the multiplicity of its apart­

ments, he is alone among a train of domeftics ; °and may perifh with 

cold or hunger, unlefs he fo far gets the better of nature, as to rife 

from the pofture he may have chofen, and to avow the faCl:itious mifery 

of his utuation, by calling in aid of his inadequate organs, the 

ailiftance of a Bell. A guft of wind, a fpark from that fuel owhich his 

artificial imbecility renders necdtary to him, fill his mind with terror: 

his time is paffed, firll: in deviling dilemmas and then in extricating him­

felf from them; he pays one artif.'m to mould the ikin of fome ftronger 

animal, to the {lupe of his own leg; and then recurs to another. 

for the means of pulling off the fpurious integument which he has 

labored t9 draw on. The Gaffrarian does not, in adulatioR, prefer 

the :fk.in of any animal, to his own; and he fcorris to owe the 

° freedom of his feet, to the mean fubterfuge of a bootjack. . . 
Suppoung for a moment that an European were able to forget or 
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difregard the minuter thorns, whith his own refinemen:t~ · have thus 

planted on the Couch of his repoCe; there is yet one other confideration, 

which muil: for ever difiurb his quiet, and embitter every portion of 

h is exiil:ence: I mean, the certainty, that fooner ?r later that exiil:ence 

muil: end. The abolition of what prejudice may have taught him to 

think Enjoyments, is of itfe1f enough to afford matter of regret : but 

when it is added to that fource of repining, that the CeJTation of this 

may lead to another and a worfe exifienoe; how can he be but 

exquifitely miferable? he is fure of lofing every tl).ing which he calls 

pleafure; and he may be fubj eCl: to much greater evils ; whereas the 

Caffrarian, who has not the moil: diil:ant conception of a future frate, 

and of thofe invidious difiinClions between ' vice and virtue, which 

many deduce from fuch a notion, is wholly exempt from the latter 

fource of mifery; and I can demonfrrate that from the tenor of his 

ordina·ry life, he is equally ihie1ded againil: the general horror of 

dying, which we experience. 

" Human Life in Cqffraria is expofed to a variety of Cafualties; 

" indolence, famine and the necejJitous calls if acijacent communities 

" if L ions and Panthers, all confpire to diminiih its fecuri-ty. It is 

" natural to fet a fmaller v:alue on any advantage in proportion to the 

" facility of privation. Hence the H ottentots"* are not much difrurbed 

• H.ttentot!. When my fen timent teiat ive to Caffraria anfwers exaCtly to any parr age of 

Mr Brown, I 1hould think I paid him an ill complimen t if I did not adopt his words; 

I do fa therefore, marking the words altered fr"m him, by Italics. This caution ·is necea-ary, 

becaufe the fentiment would not other wife be difiingui1hable. 



" at the thoughts of death, but refign life without a figh. The mind 

" is tortured when the bloifoms of hope are fuddenly tom from it i 

" but their gradual decay is not incompatible with a kind of tranquil­

" lity." * Therefore an Hottentot enjoys the double advantage of 

having no pleafure in aCtual poifefIion which he is unwilling to lofe: 

and no racking uncertainty ru; to what may fucceed. 

" No ·man who refleCts on his paft enjoyments and fufferings can 

" doubt but that the tatter, by their intenfenefs, duration and 

" frequency, have been decidedly predominant." 

. " To render them more equal, that is, to be Iefs miferable, or to 

"make life tolerable, either the number of plea£ures muft be 

" augmented according to the fyftem .. of the Epicureans, or that of 

" pains muft be diminifhed according to that of the Stoics. The 

" Hottentot! endeavour to attain one of thefe objeCts like ourfelves, by 

-" fenfuality;" t for i will not fo far defcend from the dignity of 

philofophy, as to admit that Man is capable of receiving pleafure, by 

any other channel; the other, they corupafs by a mode equally novel 

and fatisfaClory. With refpeCt to their fenfuality, it is furely more 

rational than ours: it is not incumbered with any refinements; but" 

conGfts in fimply yielding tC' the impulfe of thofe paffions, which are 

generated by the colliGon of certain material fubftances of which the 

mafs, called a human creature,_ is compofed: now, as any pofitiv.e_ 

" Tranquillity. B. T. 438 •. 

t S"ifun /ity . Il. T. 440 . 

• 
• • 



and decifive refi£l:ance to thofe paffions, would be a force and violence 

amounting to pain; fo any modification of fuch refiil:ance, under the 

name of delicacy, moderation or modefty; would be fo far painful as it 

might partake of the nature of violence; and confequently would in 

the -fame degree operate in a contrary way to the enjoyment propofed. 

To this diftinCtion, I need not obferve, we pay no regard in Europe; 

fo that the fum of our fenfuality is fo hamJiered and fet off by forms 

and preliminaries, by delays and apprehenfions, that very little of it 

is clear gain on the fide of Pleafure. "" 

In the Stoical mode of meliorating our condition, we yield altogether 

to the Hotteritots : in every treatife which has been written, in every 

dogma that has been promulgated in Europe to [pread the Stoical 

DoCtrine, an eifential error is contained; inafmuch as no effeCt can be 

produced by fuch reafonings unlefs they are underftood; and they 

cannot be underflood unlefs they are read and ftudied. Hence, in the 

outfet of feeking to diminiih our pains this way, we prepare an 

acceffion of labor for the underftanding, and confequently add to the 

current ftock ' of our unhappinefs . . Whereas the Caffrarian philofopher 

obviates every difficulty of that kind, by one plain, but decifive 

meafure; that of not thinking at all. Thus all heartburnings and 

• Plea/lire. It is feareel y neeeifary to remind the. reader in this place, that. the German 

DoClors, who have, of late, been fo fedulous in introducing the Cafl'rarian fyfl:em in Europe, 

did not omit, among other things, to cultivatp, a pure and genuine fenfuality. · 

x 



contl'OVerhes; aU hatred, love, grief and hope at:e prevented: "the 

" lively tafte and ardent paffions which diminifh the fum of European 

u . pappinefs," have no place in a Cafl'rarian mind: the genius of an 

Hottentot is dark and ftil'l, and tinchires exiftence with an apathetical 

neutrality, as much prefe-rable to that enjoyed by the Orientals, as 

their vacancy is to the wretched aetivity of an European. Our 

approach to fuch a bleffillg is cut off by the concurrent evils of 

civilization and fuperftitious prejudice; nor can anyone of us prefume 

to emulate either of thofe favored nations in true felicity, unlefs he 

fihaIl have had ihe rare advantage of being born blind, deaf and dumb. 

" . 

FINIS. 

ERRATA. 

Page 21. for m!ftakn read m!ftntu. 

30. for cap. 29. read tap. 3'" (in notis) 

34. dele xi. in notis. 

36. for milch of the earth read the greate)l /pau. 
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