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Lieut.-Goyprnor W. Braod- December 22, 188"t 
ford Gdffith. (Roc. J an. 22, 1883.) 

To Governor Sir S. Rowe .• Tannary 30, 1883. 

Gal'ernor Sir S. Rowe 

Ditto 

To Governor Sir S. Rowe 

Governor Sir S. Rowe 

Ditto 

Ditto 

• Tune 11,1883 
(Rec. July 19, 1883.) 

June 16, 1883 
(Rec. July 19, 1883.) 

July 24. 1883. 

July 26, 1883 
(Rec. Aug. 20, 1888.) 

,lo1y 28, 1883 
(Rec. Aug. 20, 1883.) 

August 7, 1883 
(Reo. Aug. 31, 1883.) 

August 7, 1888 
(Reo. Aug. 31, 1883.) 

Transmitting copies of' l~tte~ .from t.he: 
District Commiss iOlw l' :It Cape Coast, 
calling attention to th~ injuril)us. effect 
on British trntle c:'\usetJ hy the di s­
tu rbed couditiou of the int~I'iol', utld 
the desire of the m{';rcantil e common ity 
fOl' the appointment of u British 
Resident at Coomussic. 

Expressing the opin ion that there nfe 
$itrong reasons of policy Bod prndfloce 
800'8.inst the appointment of ~ "Res ident. 
at Coomnssie, Bnd tbn.!.. Her J\1A.jes ty's 
Government cannot cntel'ttl.i ll the pro­
position . 

Tra.nsmitting, with observat ions., copies 
of (urtherJetters from Cnptllin Burrow, 
repol1ing his proceedings in CoomBs­
Aie siDce 5th of May. 

Tra.nsmitting copies of two further 13 
letters from Captain Barrow, dated 
May 23rd and .Tune 2nd respectively, 
reporting the conclusion of his mission 
and his departure from ConlllASsie. 

A pproving Captain Barrow's tlCtion in 14 
the matters refelTed to in the enclosures 
to Governors Despatche.'J of 11th and 
16th JUDe. 

Rflport ing the return of Capta-in Barrow 14 
and Mr. Kirby to Accrn, and stating 
that the ("hiefs of Coomassie nre 
desirous that the Governor should 
proceed thither to o..dviae them as to 
the choice of a. king. 

Transmitting copy of a memorandum 
from CAptain Barrow reporting con­
tinued quietness in Coomassie. 

Reporting the arriva.l of messenge" from 
8. party of Chiefs who desire to elect 
Kofli Kalkalli os king, though the 
messengers from Quaeoe Duah 8.!sert 
that Koffi Ka.lkalli will never be Bl­
lowed ngtt.in to ascend the throne. 

Pointing out that certain statements in 
Mr. Daniel's letter (enclosed in Gov­
erDor's Despatch of August 7th) are 
Dot .!togetqer to be relied OD. 
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~~~1 I hom or to whom 

10 To Governor Sir S. Rowe 

] I Governor Sir S. Rowe 

12 Ditto 

13 Ditto 

14 Ditto 

15 Ditto 

16 To Governor Sir S. Rowe 

17 Governor Silo S. Rowe 

18 Ditto 

19 Ditto 

20 Ditto 

21 Ditto 

iv 

Date. 

September 8, 1883. 
(Extract.) 

August 10, 1883 
(Ree. Sept. 10, 1883.) 

August 10, 1883 
(Ree. Sept. 10, 1883.) 

August 10, 1883 
(Rec. Sept. 10, 1883.) 

(Extract.) 

August 12, 1883 
(Ree. Sept. 10, 1883.) 

August 20, 1883 
(Rec. Sept. 19, 1883.) 

September 24, 1863. 

August 21, 1883 
(Ree. Sept. 25, 1883.) 

August 26, 1~83 
(Ree. Sept. 25, 1883.) 

August 26, 1883 
(Ree. Sept. 25, 1883.) 

August 27, 1883 
(Ree. Sept. 25, 1883.) 

August 27, 1883 
(Ree. Sept. 25, 1888.) 

Subject. I Pog •. 

Instructing Governor to s~tisfy himself 19 
befol'e r6cognising anyone as Kixlg of 
A shanti, tha.t his election is generally 
concurred in, as Her Majesty'S Govern-
ment cannot support the claims of any 
particular candidate. 

Reponing an interview witb the mes- 20 
sengers from the Coomassie Chiefs of 
KalkaUi's party, who stated that before 
coming to the Governor they had 
deliyered 8. message to Mr. Ansah at 
Cape Coast; and that he (the Gover-
nor) had pointed out the impropriety 
of their action in so doing. 

Reporting that Mr. Ansah has been 2I 
req uested to come to Accra. for a 
time in order that the Governor may 
personally c()Dsult him on Asbanti 
matters. 

Reporting a statement made to the 22 
messenge.rs from Koffee Kalkalli. 

Transmitting copy of a letter from the 22 
District Commissioner, Cape Voast, 
r eporting the arrival of messengers 
from Koffee Kalkalli requesting that 
t.be Chiefs of Coomassie who are 
opposed to his return ma.y be urged 
to desist from intriguing with the 
King of Denkerah for the, removal of 
the "stool" from Ashanti, with copy 
of a letter from the Governor to the 
messengers in reply tberet.o. 

Transmitting copics of furtber letters, 26 
&c. relative to the state of affairs in 
Asbanti. 

Approving the steps already taken, 29 
peuding any further report Governor 
may consider it desirable t.o make. 

Tl'ansmittingcopy of Captain Barrow's 30 
report of his recent mission to 000-
massie. 

Tra.nsmitting copy of a letter from the 60 
Inspector-General covering one from 
Inspector Brennan reporting his nrriva] 
at Pl"ahsue on the 20t.h August.. 

Repol'ting tbe: receipt of information of 61 
a. threatened disturbance in Western 
Akim, 6>nd that arrnngements will be 
made for the despa.tch of Mr. Kirby 
to that. district. 

Transmitting a.n itinerary of Ca.ptain 63 
Barrow's journey to Coomassie, pre-
pared by MI'. Kirby. 

Stating thn.t it has been deemed adviso.ble 65 
to furnish )(r. Kirby:with warrants 
for tbe n.rr~st of the rival Chiefs of 
Akim' Sw~droo, in the event of their 
refusing to ' aocompany him to Accra. 
and tha.t hf) will start as soon 8S tho 
necessary illstructions have been com­
pleted, (Lnd ~ 6l)ciosing a memorandum 
by tho AsSistant Colonial Secretary 
on the subject of the disturbADce. .. ,.' 
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27 

28 

29 
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31 

32 

33 

34 
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From 01' to ""bolll. Date. 

Governor Sir S. Rowe August 27, 1883 
(Rec. Sept. 26, 1883.) 

To Governor Sir S. Rowe October 2, 1883. 

Governor Sil' S. Rowe September I, 1883 
(Rec. Oct. 3, 1883.) 

Ditto fleptcmber I, 1883 
(Rec. Oct. 3, I S~3. ) 

Ditto September 1, 1883 
(Ree. Oct. 3, 1883.) 

Ditto Seprember 1, 1883 
(Ree. Oct. 3, 1883.) 

Ditto September 1, 1883 
(Ree. Oct. 3, 1883.) 

To Ceptain Knapp Bnrrow Oct.ober 9, 1883. 

Governor Sir R. Rowe September 5. 1883 
(R;,c. Oct. 10, 1883.) 

Ditto September 5, 1883 
(Ree. Oct. 10, 1883.) 

Di"tto September G, 1883 
(R;,c. Oct. 10, 1888.) 

Ditt,Q September 7, 1883 
(R;,c. Oct. 10, 1883.) 

, 
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To Governor Sir S. Rowe October It, 1883. 

,.:. ,.".c" 

• 3 

1'raosmiUiug copy orn tc legro.m from the 
Ass istant Calaulal Secrdnry, reponing 
thnt the Dlldio..."Sies have crollsctl the 
Pl'Uh into the Protectorate. 

EXprcSHiog n bope t.hat. the measures 
taken by him il.l cOrlocxioll with the 
d isturooll ces ill A8hant i lind W~s "l'rn 
A. k im will fl,,'er t tlny £lIrt)l(' 1" tlj fli. 
culties nnd trouble. 

Trnusmittiug copy of the in:li.ruct.iolls 
issued to ~'Ir. Kirby on his \'isit to 
Western Akim, 

Transmilting copy of f urther illstrllc· 
t ions to Mr. Kirby, and asking to lx­
furnished with fu rtber copies of 
Assistant Inspect.or Thompsoo's re­
port, forwarded to Secretory of State 
00 the 8th August 1882. 

Transmitting copy of a letter from the 
I nspector-Geneml, covel'jug one from 
Assistant I nspector Bnmulln, in whjcb 
he reports that fighting took place ou 
the 10th August, between the sup­
porters of Quucoe Duah und those of 
Koffee Kalkulli. 

Reporting the Ilrr ival of Mr. Ausuh, with 
whom the Govcrool' has had an inter­
view, and translJ.litting copy of IL 

memorandum by Mr. An ~tlh on the 
subject of the disturbances in Ashanti. 

Commenting on Mr. Ansuh's LOemo­
randum on .Asbanti affa irs. 

Transmitt ing two Despa.tcbes from the 
Governor on the state of nffllirs in 
Ashanti, and requesting to be favoured 
with llis observations thereoD, 11IH1 more 
pa.rticularly with regard to Mr. 
AnMh's memorandum. 

Tnmsmitting copy of n correspondence 
with the District Commissioner anu 
the Puisne Judge, Cape Coast, respect· 
ing the despatch of mischievous 
messages from Ca.pe Coast to Ashauti. 

Tt'tl.osmitting copy of a statement re­
specting n further fa.Jse messnge sent 
to the Coomassie Chiefs. . 

Trnnsmitting copy of a. letter from the 
Inspector-General, co ... ·ering copy of a 
further letter written from Prnhsue 
by Mr. Brennan. 

Reporting the a.rrival of a. messenger 
from Quncoe Dua.h to inform Governor 
that Coffeo KalkalJi had been ca.ptUl'ed, , 
and to ask that Governor would seud I 

some one to nssist in p lacing Quacoe . 
Duah on the H 8tool "; ·t ransmitting : 
also the sdbstance of Governoes reply 
to this mei sage. ' 

A pproving the instructions issued to Mr. 
Kirby, and asking whether tlle Gover· 
nor wisheS for copies of Mr. Thomp­
son's report in addition to those ~Dt 
oul con~ed in [C.-3687] . 

67 

68 
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70 

7 1 

74 

75 

75 

79 

81 
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vi 

Date. 

36 I C.plni 0 Knapp Barrow Octobc, 16, 1883. 
(Extract .) 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

45 

46 

GoveTllor Sir S. Rowe September 17, 1883 
(Ree. Oct .. 22, 1883.) 

'1'0 Go"vernor Sir S. Rowe Octoher 31, 1883. 

'ro Capt6.in K.napp Barrow October 31, 1883. 

Ditto November 2, 1883. 

Go\'efJIor Sir S. Rowe Oct.ober 17, 1883 
(Ree. No\, . 16. 1883.) 

To Governor ~ir S. Rowe November 21, 1883. 

Govcnlor Sir S. Rowe October 24, 1888 
(Rec. Nov. 30, 1883.) 

To Governor Sir S. Rowe December 7, 1883. 

The Mancbester Chamber December 7, ] 883. 
uf Commerce. 

Me .. ". ~'. &; A. Swanzy . December 7, 1883. 

Ditto D""ember 20, 1883. 

I Subject. Page. 

Commenting upon the Governor's De- 82 
splltcbes of September 1, and the 
memorandum by Mr. Ansnh, with re-
gard to the state of affairs in Ashanti. 

Transmitting, with remarks, copy of (l 

report by Mr. Kirby of his journey 
to Insuaim, the residence of the King 
of Western Akim. 

Instructing him! if the selection of QuaooA 
Duah as king is generally approved 
by the people, to take steps for at­
taching him to the "British Govern­
ment by means of suitable presents, 
ftlld t-o Si~Dify his (the Governor's) 
readiness to instal the new king at 
some suitable place, with as milch 
formality and dignity as possible; sug­
gesting also that the mal-practices 
of the so-called "scholars" should be 
put down. 

Approving bis proceedings at Coomnssie, 
and expressing satisfaction with his 
report. 

Conveying Lord Derby's thanks for the 
ohservations contained in Capt. 'lin 
Barrow's letter of the 16th October. 

Trnnsmittingcopylettel' from Mr. Kirby, 
reporting having succeeded in settling 
peacefully the dispute between the 
King of Western Akim and the Chief 
Coffee Ahinquab, and observing that 
Mr. Kirby appears to deserve great 
credit for tbe manner in which be has 
acted. 

Expressing satisfaction at, and a.pproval 
of, the conduct of Mr. Ki rby in 
connexion with tbe thres.tened dis· 
turbance in W estern Akim. 

Transmitting, witb observations, a peti­
tion from Mr. Ossoo A.nSA.h advocating 
the claims of Coffee K nlkalli to the 
throne of Ashanti. 

Requesting that Mr. Ossoo Ansuh may 
be informed of the receipt of his letter 
regarding the claim. of Coffee Knlca.lli, 
and referring Governor to the Secre­
tary of State's Despatch of 31st No­
nmber on the subject. 

Enclosing copy of a memorial by the 
Chamber, urging for the reasoDli set 
forth 0. cbange in the I\dministration 
of tb. affairs of tbe Gold Const nud 
Lagos. 

Enclosing copy of a memorial referring 
to matters connected wi th the Gold 
Coast., ,and asking that an early dRY 
may be appointed for its presentation. 

Submitting further their view. On the 
queation of reforms in the government 
of the Gold Coaot and Lagos Colonies. 

84 

86 

87 

87 

87 

91 

91 

93 

93 

96 

96 
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From or to ",bom. Dato. 

, 
47 To Goverllor gir S. Rowe December 31, 1883. 

48 Ditto December 31, 1883. 

49 'fa Messrs. }4', & A. Swanzy January 3, 1884. 

50 To Go,'ernor Sil' S. Rowe January 3, l SR4. 

Subjeut. I hR" 

COllveying the views of Sccretn.ry of 98 
State u.s to the steps to be tahn for 
developing the resources of tbe Colony 
by improving the meaDS of communi· 
cntion and by the oxecution of im­
portant puhlic works. 

Tmnsmitting copies of two memoriJlli:l on 99 
the subject of West AfrieRD trndt." 
and of Lord Derby's reply to n 
deputation of\Vest African merchants, 
and exp'"eSSiog his Lordship's views 
on t,he questions trea.ted of in tbe 
memorinls. 

Stating that their letter of tbl! 20t.h De- 104 
cember will receive Lord Derby's best 
attention, hut that his Lordship ca.n-
not admit the fairnes8 of any com­
parison between the system and cost 
of administration as it existed prior 
to the Ashanti war of 1873-4 Bnd t.hat 
of the present time. 

Trnnsmitting copies of 8, correspondence 104 
with Messrs. F. a.nd A. Swanzy, and 
requesting a report on the last 
pt\ragraph of their letter referring to 
the want of discipline in the Houssa. 
force. 

LIST OF SKETCHES. 

1. Genealogical trte of Kings and Chiefs of Asha-nti 

2. Sketch of Coomassie -

3. Sketch to illustrate Mr. Kirby's repolt of his journe, to Insuaim 

"., 
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GOLD COAST. 

FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE. 

No. I. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH. O.M.G .. to the RIGHT HON. 
TUE EARL OF KIMBERLEY. (Received January 22.1883.) 

Ohristiansborg Oastle, Accra, 
My LORD, December 22, 1882. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewitb . for your Lordship's informntion, copies 
of two letters received from tbe District Oommissioner at Cape Ooast. In bOU, he 
refers to the falling off of trade from tbe interior to the coast, and mentions in the 
second the opinions expressed to bim upon the subject by fOllr of tbe prinei pal 
mercbants of Oape Ooa.'>t, who stated that owin~ to obstacles placed by the tri bes 
through wbose countries traders bad to pass On tbeir way t{) tbe coast, the interior 
trade was driven to Grand Bassam. a French Settlement n.nd free port, and to other 
countries where traders can undisturbed trade direct witb tbe Bristol ships. 

2. Tbe District Commissioner alludes to tbA disadvantage to tbe Settlement of the 
state of affairs in the int-erior, whicb he states is most injurious to the trade of the 
Colony, "the merchants being in a constant state of uncertainty as to tbe supplies 
" they should order from Europe, a brisk trade for a month or so being followed by 
" two or three montbs of stagnation." 

3. He states that the merchants advocate a resident at Kumasi, adding, and it has 
its significance, my Lord, " at the same time taking care to bave a strong detacbment 
" of constabulary at Prabsue. between wbich place and Rumasi constant communica­
" tion might be maintained." Tbe merchants consider that, "An English resident at 

Kumasi would exercise a beneficial influence over the whole state of political affairs 
" in the interior, and the trade which is now diverted iuto other channels would flow 
" freely and peacefully to the coast." 

4. In his third letter the District Oommissioner mentions the death lately of the 
King of Ashanti-Bequah, Opokoo, who ranked next to the King of Ashanti. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH, 

Lieutenant-Governor, 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, 

&c. &c. &c. 
Gold Ooast Oolony. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 1. 

DlsTRIar COMMISSIONER, Oape Coast, to PRIVATE SEORETARY. 
SIR, Oape Ooast, November 9, 1882. 

IN reply to your letter of the 31st ult., respecting the traders from tbe 
interior who visit Oape Ooast, I have the honour to inform you, for tbe information 
of his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, that I do not see how I am to gain a 
knowledge of the movements of traders from the interior except through Mr. Davis, 
the interpreter, as no person would go round to the places frequented by these people, 
and supply the required information without being paid for their services. 

2. I am informed by the interpreter for the interior that very few traders have 
visited Oape Ooast during the last two months. I will, however, visit some of the 
leading merchants and endeavour to a.'>certain if this be correct. 

3. I have arranged with Mr. Davis that in the event of his being too unwell to 
supply the information daily himself he is to keep me posted up by other means. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. NORTH DANIEL, 

To tbe Private Secretary, District Oo=isaioner. 
Accra. 

u 1:1107: A 
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~;nclosure ~ in No. 1. 

ACTING CmL COMMISSIONER, Cape Coast, to PRIVATE SECRETARY. 

SIR, . Cape Coast, December 6, 1882. 
I HAVE the hononr to acqnaint yon, for the information of his Excellency the 

Lieutenant Governor, that the King of Ashanti Baqnah, Opokoo, is lately dead. 
2. This King ranked next to the King of Ashanti. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. NORTH DANIEL, 

Acting Civil Commissioner. To the Private Secretary, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Accra. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 1. 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONER, Cape Coast, to PRIVATE SECRETARY. 

SIR, Cape Coast, November 27, 18tl2. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 13th instant, and to former cor­

respondence respecting the monthly report of traders visiting the coast from 
Gaman, Sefwhi, Tekiman, and Insumsah, I have the honour to acquaint you, for the 
information of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, that I have conferred with 
four of the principal merchants of this town, and they are of opinion that it is not 
possible to obtain any certain information as to the numbers or nationality of traders 
from the interior entering Cape Coast. 

2. They consider also that it would be undesirable to place an agent on the Denkera 
road to take note of persons travelling to the coast, as the Government would have no 
guarantee that the person so appointed wonld not take advantage of his position to 
levy toll on passing traders. Should, however. a trustworthy person be found, the 
natives from the interior are so timid and suspicions that the mere fact of being 
questioned by a Government agent would have the effect of driving away trade frum 
the coast. 

3. The people of Semhi are very jealous of the Gamans trading direct to the coast, 
they being the" middle-men" between them and the European traders. The Gamans 
are therefore driven to Grand Bassam (which is Frerwh and a j~e port in all respects), 
and other places, where they can trade nndisturbed, direct witlilthe Bristol ships. 

4. The Semhis and others in their immediate neighbourhood, are supported in their 
treatment of the Gamans by the Ashantis, who would leave no stone unturned to 
injure their old enemies. The consequence of this state of affairs in the interior is 
most injurious to the trade of the Colony, the merchants being in a constant state of 
uncertainty as to the supplies they should order from Europe, a brisk state of trade 
for a month or so being usually followed by two or three months of stagnation. 

5. In view of these circumstances the merchants are of opinion that the proper 
course to pursue would be to place a Resident at Coomassie, at the same time taking 
care to have a strong detachment of constabulary at Prahsue, between which place and 
Coomassie constant communication might be maintained. An English Resident at 
Coomassie would exercise a beneficial influence over the whole state of political affairs 
in the interior, and the trade which is now diverted into other channels would flow 
freely and peacefully to the coast. 

'£0 the Private Secretary, 
Christaillsborg, Accra. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. NORTH DANIEL. 

District Commissioner. 



No. 2. 

The Rwm HON. TilE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

SIlt, Downing Street, J a.nuary 30, 1883. 
I HAVE received Lieutenant·Governor Griffith's Despatch of the 22nd ultimo· 

and its enclosures, on the suhject of the state of trade between the countries in the 
interior and the coast. 

2. As regards the suggestion offered by certain merchants of Cape Coast that 
a British Resident should be appointed at Coomassie, I am o"f opinion that there are 
strong reasons of policy and prudence against any such appointment, and the pro­
position is one which Her Majesty's Government cannot entertain. 

I have, &c. 
Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERBY. 

No. 3. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DEltBY. 
(Received July 19, 1883.) 

Government House, Lagos, 
My LoRIl, June 11, 1883. 

IN continuation of the subject of my Despatch dated May 21st, 1883,t (viz., the 
state of affairs in Ashanti,) I have the honour to forward farther letters which I have 
received from Captain Barrow, reporting his movements since the 5th of May, the date 
of his letter which I had the honour to forward to your Lordship in Despatch above 
referred to. 

2. These letters are dated Coomassie, May 7th, lOth, 14th, 16th, and 19th, 1883. 
3. In his letter of the 7th May, Captain Barrow forwards a list of the Kings 

nnd Chiefs who 'have revolted against King Mensah . He also sends Mr. Kirby's report 
of a visit he made t<> the former King of Ashanti (Koffee Kalkalli) at Akropollg on the 
5th of May. On this occasion Mr. Kirby succeeded in inducing Kalkalli to give up 
seven prisoners whom he had caught from the Coomassie people in exchange for four of 
Kalkalli's people, who had been captured by the Coomassies. Mr. Ki"by reports that 
Kalkalli intended to sacrifice these men, and that he had some trouble in getting them. 

4. Mr. Kirby says that" King Koffee Kalkalli is only supported by the discontented 
.. 'young men in the neighbouring villages, II"ho have everyth ing to gain and nothing to 
.. lose by a civil war." Be adds, " only one Chief was with King Koffee Kalkalli." 

5. In his letter of 10th and 11th of May Captain Barrow reports that the mes­
sengers whom he had sent to the neighbouring towns to suggest that the Chiefs of 
tbC-'le places should meet him in Coomassie had returned, and tbat these Chiefs declined 
to come to Coomassie, giving as their reason that "they did not intend to serve any 
" !nore any King of Coomassie and did not wish ever to see that place again." 

6. Captain Barrow refers to a place, Kadjabery, on the Denkerah frontier, as having 
a reputation for the presence of ' rich gold diggings, and to a broad road lately cleared 
between tbat place and Jooquah, the present capital of the Denkerah country, which is 
aituated within the Protectorate about 12 miles from Elmina. 

7. I have directed the Inspector General of Constabulary to detail an officer to pro­
ceed at once to Jooquah to report fully on this matter. 

8. Captain Barrow adds that a messen~er from tbe King of Inquantah informed him ' 
(Captain Barrow) that tbe King wi,hed hIm to say that he (the King) had" drank fetish 
" with the King of Denkerah in order to be one with him UDder the British Govern­
I( ment." 

9. In letter of 14th May Captain Barrow speaks of the confidence which his presence 
in Coomassie has produced in the minds of tbe former occupants (those wbo deserted 
when the troubles arose), and. tbat many of these have returned to tbeir homes and 
resumed their usual avocation. . 

10. In the same letter be sends a report by Mr. Kirby of a visit made by bim to King 
Mensah at the village of Abrodie on the 12th May. 

• No.1. t · No. 61 of [O.-8687J July IH83. 
A2 
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II. Mr. Kirby says thMt King Mensah is living ill a stnte of great poverty, that very 
little respect is . hown to him, that so much is tbis the case that one of the Coomassie 
people threatened during the palaver to beat thc ex-King for something he said. Mr. 
Kirby also transmits a statement made to him by Kiug Mensah on this occasion. 

12. This statement c.orroborates the account given by Captain Barrow of the false 
rendering by Prince Buaki (Tintin) of the message which I sent from Elmina in 
1881. 

13. The King ended his statement by asking tbat I might" put his kingdom in order 
" for him as his people were too strong for him." 

14. In the latter part of his letter of the 16th of May Captain Barrow speaks 
of the Elders and Chiefs of Coomassie being in council over the idea of asking my 
counsel in their difficulties, and of proposing to come to Prahsue if I would meet them 
there. He states that they expressed a very decided opinion that tbey wished t.o renouuce 
human sacrifices; this I take to mean tbat they are of opinion that they cannot longer 
continue this cllstom. He says also that they wish for some better form of Government; 
indeed, iu a former paragraph (3), that they have become convinced of the total loss of 
their power. 

15. In his letter of the 19th May Captain Barrow says tbat he is convinced 
that his visit to Coomassie has prevented fighting, and this state of abstentiou will pre­
vail for a time, nnd theu fighting will commence in earnest. Captain Barrow refers again 
in more detail to the causes of this:revolt, and describes them in the same terms as he 
used in his letter of the 5th May, which I refer to in the 5th paragraph of my Despatch 
of 21st May.· 

16. In the last paragraph of this letter he says under better Govemment th'e trade of 
the cOlmtry would doubtle~s improve, bllt it never could attain the proportions it did 
befl)re 1874. This statement would appear to bear out the opinion 1 have d sewhere 
expressed, viz., that Coomassie will never again be the centre of commerce that it was, 
when all the tribes under Ashanti rule were forbidden to go to the Coast and compelled 
to carry their produce to Coomassie. 

J 7. The information given by all these letters is to the effect that the tribes who have 
revolted against Coomassie refuse to come again under Coomassie rule. 

r have, &c. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, 

&c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

Governor. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 3. 

Captain BARROW to Sir SAlIIUEL ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

Sm, Coomassie, May 7, 1883. 
IN reference to the postscript to my letter of the 5th instant, which was 

despatched to your Excellency yesterday morning. the 6th, by a special runner, I have 
now the hOllour to enclose Mr. Kirby's report on the occasion of nis visit to the late 
King of Ashanti, Koffee Kalkalli, at Akropong, on Saturday last, the 5th instant. 

2. Nothing occurs to me to mention to your Excellency upon this particular matter 
additional to what is disclosed in my letter above referred to beyond tbe following facts, 
viz. that on the 2nd of May, when the peace of this town was threatened by Koffee 
Kalkalli, and the lives of many thereby placed in peril, ~our men of Kal.koilli's party were 
captured by the Coomassies, and seven men of the latter s party were seized by the people 
acting under Kalkalli. 

3. To the credit of the Coomassie people, the Elders and Chiefs, without auy hesitation, 
I;onsented to return their four captives upon my merely suggesting to them the notion of 
doing so, in wbich I was cautious not to influence or sway them to one side or the other 
in their decision. They haq no thought tbat I should endeavour to exchange them 
and thereby, if snccessful, ' save the lives of the other. seven . . Kalkalli h.lving promised t~ .. ~ 
~emain .quie~ and to viol~te no more the peace of thIS locahty, the general feeling here .t~. 
IS that he Will observe hIS pledge, but nobody knows. 1J.' 

4. I enclose ... list of the Chiefs aud others whose names have been supplied me by the . 
Elders and Chiefs of this town us having revolted against King Mensah. It should have ~ 
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ccompunied my letter of the 5th instant, as an enclosure to the Memorandulll of palavers 
an u meetings, but it was not ready, and I neglected to mention that circulllstance to your 
Excelle,,~y, which I regret, but trust my omission to do so will cuuse no inconvenience. 

I have, &c. 
His Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., (Signed) KNAPP BA""O\\·. 

&c. 
Governor-iu-Chief, 

&c. &c. 

Assistaut Inspector KIRBY to Captain BARROW, C.M.G. 

SIR, Coomassie, Ashanti, Ma'y 7, 1883. 
[ HAVE the houour to report that in accordance with your orders I started on 

Saturday morning, the 5th instant, at 6 a.m., for Ackropong, to see King Coffee KalkaJli. 
I arriveu at Ackropong at I o'clock p.m ., and had an interview with the King. I 
delivered your message to him, und also informed him that but for your intercession on 
Wednesday, the 2nrl instant, the Chiefs of Coomassie would have burnt down his town. I 
retm'Ded him the four prisoners taken by the Coomassie people, and told him that the 
best thing he coulll du was to remain quiet, as no good could come of his letting hi s 
young men disturb the country round, and that it was impossible for war a:Jd palaver to 
oe carried au in the same country at the same time. After a great deal of arguing r 
lucceeded in makillf;' him hand over to me the seven prisoners he captured on the 2nd 
instant from the Coomassie people. He had the prisoners in log, and intellded shortly 
sacrificing them. He was extremely loth to return them, and the young men from the 
neighbouring villages, to the number of about 200, all armed with gUDS, showed signs of 
great disapproval, stating that it was making a great fool of CoHee Kalkalli and also 
of them by returrfing the prisoners. The King tried very hard to put me ofl' with evasive 
answers, and promised the release of the prisoners in a few days, but I remained firm, 
and told him there was only two answers to my demand, viz., are the prisoners to be 
handed over immediately to me, or are they not. I gave the King ten minutes to give 
me his answer in. He then left the palaver and retumed with the prisoners. 

From jlersonal observations I should say that King Coffee Kalkalli is only supported 
hy the dIScontented young men of the neighbouring villages, who have everything to 
gain and nothing. to lose by civil war. Only one Chief was with King Coffee Kalkalli, 
viz., Chief Anwoonah of Ackropong. 

Before leaving I again impressed upon Killg Coffee Kaikalli the necessity of remaining 
quiet, which he promised to do. 

Captain Knapp Barrow, C.M.G., 
Coomassie. 

I ha'l'e, &c. 
(Signed) BRANDON KIRBY, 

Assistant Inspector Gold Coast ConstaLulary. 

MESSAGE to COFFEE KALKALI from .Captain BARROW in answer to his Message sent through 
Mr. Asanti on the 2nd May. 

Compliments &c. 
to intelfere, &c. 

Object for which Governor sent me up to gain informatiou, &c. not 

In reply to your message sent to me through my interpreter, MI'. Asanti, . on the 2nd 
May, I ha\'e to tell you that owing to the disturbed state of affairs iu the Ashanti 
country at the p'esent liDle it is better for you to stop quietly at Akropong and not to 
send people to attack any village, which will bring on fighting anel bloodshed. 
. The Elders and Chiefs of Coomassie do not want you to come into Coomassie, and if 
you force yourself upon them there there will be fighting, and matters will be much 
"".>rSe. My advice to you is to stop in your village anr! keep perfectly quiet. 

A3 
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A. 

NomNAL ROLL of the KINGS and CHIEFS who have revolted against KING MENSAH, as 
given in palaver hy the ELDERS and CHIEFS on the 28tb April 1883. 

Ht'mlm:lll 
Chief 

1)0. 
Cllpt:lin 
G"l'nt Chief 
Ch i~t 

King 
Do. 

Chief 
Do. 
Do. 

K ing noel QueelJ 
King 
Do. 

Chief 
Do. 
Kin~ 
Ch ief 
Do. 

Cuptain 
K il!g 

D/). 
Do. 
Do. 

Chief 
King 

Do. 
Chief 
Kiug 

Do. 
OI.lief 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
D .•. 

Cnptnin 

Na me. 

Yow AmpOIIl)ail -
QuasI" :M\:'n~uh 
QUItl'oe 'Vyee 
Quassie CI;ssnr 
Cobina. A. wooa 
Quncoo Ketewa. -
Quo.sie Wooso -
Oseh Yow 
Ampofer and Inketi. 
Oseh Codjoe 
Amoafab 
Oseb 'Yow a.nd Attab B ireago 
Aigay • 
Owusoo Yaw 
Asamoah 

. Intiamoab 
: Quawin Wue 

- I C'od.ioe Cbil' 
- t CotT~e Feah 
• l Coffee .Ai~ay 
- I QUll.COO BaucL) 
· Yaw Akaromah -
- I Quamio AdJetuall 
- ! QUllsie At-uah in -
· I Vuujoe Adomako 
- I Qu:\min Adua~8y 
· QUf\coe Ancbiagay 
· I Asamoa Bwuljo..wu 
· I A Huh Effooah -
- Yaw Fe), -' 1 Yow Wasoo -
- QualJina Doborobec 
- , Cndjoe A~:n p.llJl -

Cobin Adoo 
Quacc.o Anchee . 
QU:'\(~\IO Bartle 
Q,utllllio Aubu 
(;I!ul·dah 

T OWD or Vitlug~. 

luquant a 
Du. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Danyassip 
Ber:qui ­
Yacobo 
A rn oaful 
Dadiass ie 
Kokofu 
Ahoreng 
J nkoutansie 

- : KOllkowa 
Quasoe 
Djesu -
Akaukassie 
Pomasuah 
Mnmpouten 
Tarfoe 

A gODllh 
Breman 
Aehomub 
l nkR.way 
Ingino.triu 

Ioquantnh 
Borman 
Makono 
Ayedj iasi 
C'otnl'Y -
A him -
A!sokoro 
Qua-llowa 

Coomassie, May 7, 1883. (Signed) 

Enclosure 2 in No.3. 

Captain BARROW to the GOVERNOR. 

Province. 

Independent. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Chief of BantanlSh. 

Coomssrie. 

Beequi. 
Dadiassie. 
Kokofu. 
Kokofu. 
Dadiassie or Kokofu. 
Coomassie. 

Do. 
Do . 

Mnrmpon. 
Cooma..c;,sie. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Nsuta. 
M41'Wpon. 
Coomnssie. 

Do. 
Do. 

Awooa of B"ntamab ~ 
Coomassie. 
QUlll'nnsr..h. 
Mru1l11'oo. 

CoomllSSie. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

)Iarmpon. 
CooID!L...ctSie. 

KNAPP BARROW. 

Sm, Coomassie, May 10, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that messengers returned to this 

town last night from the King and Chiefs of ' lnquanta, and that at a meeting of the 
Elders and Chiefs to·day in one of tbe courtyards of the King's palace here, at which I 
was present, those messengers communicated the reply message from the Inquantas. to 
the following effect :-

That as they did not intend to serve any more under Kings Mensah, Kalkalli, or 
any other King of Ashanti in Coomassie, and as they did not wish ever to see 
Coomassic again, they declined to come to it now, but that they would com/) to 
see me at any place down the road which I may appoint, if I would send tbem a 
messenger £xing the date and place of meeting. They added that they (King and 
Chiefs) would come to Amoaful or Fommanah or Prallsue. Fommanah, however, 
was nearer to them than the other two places and therefore tbey hoped that 
Fommanah might be selected. • 

..:.:jI 
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2. My intcn t.ion upou this is to send a messenger to them in viting them to meet mc at 
Amoafui nnd not at Fommllnah, very soon. The town of Fomlllallah being th e eapit"l 
of Adansi, and Adltnsi having, I apprehend, mixed itself up already too much in t his 
rehellion, it would he prudent not to hold meetings of such a character there, if it can be 
avoided. 

3. Inquanta is the town in which the great Chief Awooa of Bantamah is detai ned. 
The messengers under notice report that Awooa wanted to return to Coomassie, aile! 
that in consequence thereof he was in log and had been so for some time. It is I,kc. 
wise that town (mentioned in the memorandum of palavers enclosed in my letter of 
the 5th instant,) where King Mensah 's servants went to and imposed a nne of 11 ou nces 
instead of one of 36 dollars. The exact locality of the town was unknown to me until 
quite lately, when I heard that it was one day ooly from Kadjnhery, on the DCllkera 
frontier, Kadjabery being renowned for the abundant products of its sud'ace gold diggillgs, 
and six days froOl D'juquah (near Cape Coast) whe~e King Quassie Kaye lives. 

4. The IGng (?) of Inquanta, named Amponsah, lDformed the messengers that he had 
" drunk fetish" with the King of Denkera in order to be "one with him under the 
" British Government." 

5. The messengers also told me that a road of great width leads from Inquantn into 
Denkera, recently constructed. (I hope Mr. Kirby on our way down will be able to 
inspect this road and report thereon for your Excellency's information.) 

May ll , 1883. 
6. The messengers from Nsnta returned to this town last ni{!ht, accompanied by a 

messenger to myself from the King of Nsuta. The King's messenger brought me the 
following message :-

The King of Nsuta would come to Coomassie and assist to put matters straight 
by putting a King on the "stool" if the other Kings and Chiefs would do the 
same, viz. , Kokofu, Becqui, Marmpon, Inqnanta, &c., so that all may be of one 
mind, but as he hears they will not come to Coomassie he will not do so himself. 

7. The King's assenting to come to this town under a condition which he must know, 
at present, is impossible is equivalent to a refusal. His messenger will go back to him 
presently saying that I shall be going down the road soon, and asking him to let me 
knuw if he or any of his Chiefs would like to meet me at some spot away from Coomassie 
lower down on the main road. If he will do so arrangements can be made accordingly, 
for until a meeting takes place between myself and these Kings of provinces, or tbeir 
chosen and trusted representatives, no accurate notification can be submitted for your 
Excellency's information as to the political relatious to . each otber of the t ribes wbich 
form the Ashanti kingdom, and of the causes of the present disturbance of trade. It 
seems material, therefore, to make other efforts to ascertain the feelings of the provinces 
as nffecting these as well as other important matters before concluding my duties and 
returning to the Coast, and as the unsettled state of the country, the bad state of the 
roads hence into the provinces, and the daily heavy rains, reasonably preclude my visiting 
these parts personally, there appears to be no other way of attempting to obtain a 
solution of the embarrassment than that which is now occupying my el'ery thought, namely, 
that of arranging to invite them to come to me lower down the road, which may, I hope, 
result in clearing up the darkness. 

8. Tbe despatch of my letters to your Excellency is not as punctual in ubedience to 
my instructions as I could wish, principally in consequence of the calls upon my time by 
applications from the elders and Chiefs for" hearings" upon some matter 01' other. There 
is always something to do here, and I work day and night to get through it. I hope 
your Excellency will kindly excuse this little delay. 

May 12, 1883. 
9. Last night the messenger" from D'jasu returned. D 'jasu is a Chief's town one day 

from here, with about 20 villages under it. It is not marked upon my map, but 
from the meagre information I can procure as to its relative position with this town, it 
lies to the eastward of it. The head Chief of it says, through' his messengers, he will 
cO,me to Coomassie when Marmpon-Inquanta and Nsuta come in, but not before. 

. I have, &c. 
• His Eltcellency Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., (Signed) KNhPP BARROW, 

GOvernor-in-Chief. 

A ·4 
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Enclosure 3 in No.3. 

Captain BARROW, C.M.G., to Governor Sir SAMUEL RoWE, K.C.M.G. 

Sm, Coomassie, May 14, 1883. 
IT will not be so easy for me to retrace my steps down tbe road to Amoaful all 

at once, 35 I had in view of doing when writing my letter of the J Oth to your Excellency 
despatched hence on the 12th instant, hecause I find that my presence in this town has 
infused some confidence in many people from outside villages, who have in consequence 
come back into Coomassie to reoccupy the dwelling places the.'\" had abandoned on the 
outbreak of this rebellion, and the result is that the town is more fully peopled tban it 
was when I entered it on the 26th A pri!. The market places, moreover, of the town, 
which were empty then, viz., on 26th April, are much fuller now, showing .igns of 
better times; therefore, to go down the road precipitately to meet the Kings of 
provinces vr their representatives hefore appeasing the susceptibilities of these market 
and other people by showing- them that my doing so would in no way re-imperil tbeir 
lives and their liberty, as well as place of residence, might produce a panic amongst them, 
'which would end in an exodus, making matters worse tban they were before [ carne here. 
I am arranging things accord ingly, but it will occupy a few days ; meanwhile I am 
attending to other points. 

2. A report reacbed me yesterday morning tbat some of the Chiefs who had declined 
to come in here temporarily to see me to hear your Excellency's reasons for sending me 
up, were re.gretting their decision , and would perhaps recall it and come in for the day. 
It will be good if they do so, if' for no other reason tbat they will tben hear the trutb. 
and be enabled to take it back with them to their homes and districts, but no cor­
robol'ation of the report has come to me. 

3. The words" unsettled state of the country" in paragraph 7 of my letter of tbe 10th 
instant to YOllr Excellency mny be misleading. What was meant was that ifI commenced 
travelling about the country misconceptions and suspicions in the native mind might arise. 
I did not intend to convey that tbere was any danger or uncertainty as to ODe's safety, for 
the country throughout its whole length and breadth is as safe as can be for any white 
officer to travel in; nohody would molest or hurt him. 

4. Mr. Kirby visited King Mensah on Saturday, tbe 12th in~tant, at his village of 
Abrodie, five to ~ix hours hence . Enclosed is his .report. The circumstances under 
which he went are tbese :- 1 had sati sfied myself that it would hl\\'e been impolitic for 
me to go there, ·so my plan was to hav~ sent one of my interpreters whicb would not 
have aroused native suspicions, but Mr. Kirby was O'ood enou/?b to volunteer for the 
service, which offer he supported by reminding me th"t more mformation might be 
obtained from the King if he went himself. There was much in this remark to influence 
me; at the same time the King's cunning, artful nature had to be contended with and 
provided for, and there was the likelihood of his employing it forcibly in order to ensure 
bis return to Coomassie with Mr. Kirby or to dodge him in some way or other (perhaps 
by fblloll'ioo- in tbe rear at a distance) to attain an end so dear to him. 

A messe;ger, who could read my writing, went to Abrodie the day previous (Friday) 
with a message, of which the following is a copy:-

Memorandum: Joseph William Harvey. 
" In going to the village of Abrodie to-day, where King Mensah is living, you will, 

ns soon as yon get there, tell him that the Governor of the Gold Coast, in answer 
to hi. messaaes, sent me to Coomassie, and thllt I am here now. That. an officer 
who came w~h me will pay him a visit to-morrow, unless it rains heavily. and 
will bring him a message from me. That I ask him to remain in Abrodie, not 
move out of it. 

"As yeu go through the villages you are to tell the peopie that an officer who 
cnme from the COMt with me will pass through them to morrow to pl>y a visit 
to King Mensah. but they are not to think that this white officer is going to 
take Mensah out of his "illage and hring him into Coom.ssie. He is merely 
going to see him for me. Mensab will not lea"e his village. 

KNAPP B ARROW.;' -

" Coomassie, May 11, 1883. 
King Mensah did try very hard to get back again into Coomassie with Mr. Kirby, but 

all this had been anticipated. Mr. Kirby made a forced march back and rejoined me 
here in the eveuing of the day h~. left. . 

I have, &r. 
(Signed) KNAPP BAItItOW. 
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1'.8.-The message I sent to King Mensah was entrusted verbally to 1\11'. Kirby, anu 
was delivered . It was to say that your Excellency haa sent. me lip in answer to hi s 
messages to learn the slate of the present difficulties, but hc was not to think that yo ur 
Excellency was therefore prepared to do anything or to interfere in Ashanti affairs; 
that I could not very well go over to Ahrodie myself, but as thc Coomassic Chicf., ane1 
Elders had made representations "gainst him of a serious character, it was thought it 
might be convenient to afford him the opportunity of answering' them and of making a 
statement if he wished, both heing for your Excellency's informatioll . 

His Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., 
Governor-in-Chief. 

&e &c. &c. 

( Initialled) 

Assistant Inspector KIRBY to Captain BARROW, C. M.G. 

K. n. 

Sm, Coomassie, May J4, IR8a. 
I HAVE the honour to report that in accordance wilh your orders I left Coomassic 

at 5 a.m. on the morning of the 12th instant for Abrodie, arri vi ng there at .1 2 a. lll . the 
same day. 

On my arrival I found King Mensah awaiting me with about 20 men and boys, but 
no Chiefs. Shortly after I had commenced my palanr, some people arrived frail! 
Coomassie to hear tbe palaver. I 

King Mensah made a statement, wbich I enclose. He complai ned greatly of the 
behaviour <if the Coomassie Chiefs, who, he says, first. robbed hi m of all his wives, then 
all his gala, and finally turned him out of his town, for what reaw li he i, at a loss to 
ascertain, for he had on ly carried out the' laws of hi s country. 

I hed a difficulty in getting away from Abrodie without Mensah's coming with me. 
He expressed a great wish to go back to Coomassie with me and hear the cbarges against 
him. He then told me that as I should be unable to reach ' Coomassie that night, for 
the white man could not travel in the night during tbe rains, he lI'ou Id come auu see me 
at the village I slept at tbe next morn ing. I told him 1 ,hould travel. by night, nnu 
should stop at no place before reaching Coomassie. Mensah is li ving; in a state of "'reat 
poverty, and very little respect is paid him; so much so that during the palaver o~c of 
the Coomassies threatened to beat him for something be said. I laid the Coomussie 
people that if they did not behave themselves before me I should have them tW'ned out 
of tbe town, for I had come to Abrodie to hear King Mensah's statement, and they had 
plenty of opportunity of giving theirs in Coomassie. 

Captain Knapp Barrow, 
Coomassie . 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) BRANDON KlAD¥, 

Assistant Inspector, Gold Coast Constabulary. 

STATEMENT made to Assistant Inspector BRANDON KIRBY by KING MENSAH at Abrodie, 
on May 12, 1883. 

THE first I heard of disaffection in my kingdom was in the latter end of 1881, shortl y 
after Boachie Tin-Tin returned from the Coast. It occurred at a village called" Mansue ~, 
in tbe Inquanta country; " servant. of mine, and also one of Asafu Boachie's servant's 
went to this village without our knowledge, and fined the people 61., which tbey (th~ 
people) paid, at the same time, they sent back a message to say that t.hey intended 
going to live under the Brilish, for tbey had to pay too many taxes and fines under 
Mensah. On tbis coming to my knowledge I returned the fine of 61. to tbem, and I 
asked them to come and see me; this they refused to do. I beard dw-ing July 1832 of 
a spi.rit ?f revolt in the Dadiassie country:, and at the comm~ncell1ent of this year tbe 
D ad, assle people sent to me at Coomassle to say tbat they lll tenued only servil1~ the 
British . On hearing tbis I sent my interpreter, Benni, to them to inquire the r~son . 
The King of Kokofu would not let my interpreter see them, ,uld sent him back. The 
Dadiassies then sent to say that it was through the King of' Kokofu that they had 
revolted, for he fined and killed them so often, and that they had no complaint ."'ainst 
King Mensah. b 

u 13107. B 



10 

I sent a messenger again to the Dadiassies asking them to open their roads to the 
Coast, and to stop their young men from fining and killing travellers. They sent one 
man to Kokofu to be tried for murdering a traveller. Kokofu found him guilty, and sent 
a messenger to me to ask me to let the prisoner off, I refused, and asked Kokofu to fine 
the prisoner 10 oz. of gold, and send it to me. This he did. After this the Dadiassies 
sent to Coomassie, and said that tbey intended joining tbe British before on account 
of tbe lines the King of Kokofu imposed on tbem ; now they intended joining the 
Briti,h on account of the fines King Mensah imposed. Ou hearing this I returned the 
line of 10 oz. of gold to them. K<;>kofu took the line, and instead of returning it to tbe 
Dadiassies kept it. The Dadiassie people now commenced burning tbe villages of the 
people round, who refused to join the British with them, and at tbis time, the Inquantas 
Joining tbem, I found tbe revolt growing too strong for me, and sent to the Coast to ask 
the Governor to help me. 

Asaman Quamin, Owusu Cocoque (or Koko), and all tbe principal Chiefs of Coomassie, 
and the villagers round, came to see me, and asked to he allowed to go to Inquanta 
and Dadiassie, and have a palaver with the people and stop the revolt, but I would not 
let them go, for I knew that it would cause bloodshed. 

The Coomassie Chiefs all .wore tbat they would remain loyal to me, and after taking 
the oath with them, I presented the following Chiefs with one ounce of gold, one sheep, 
and 13i. 145. 6d. each, viz.,-Assaman Quamin, Owusu Cocoque, Asafu Boachie, 
Boachie Tin-Tin, Cudjoe Pae, and Dumpoe, all of Coomassie, and Chief Awooa, of 
Bant.ama. 

After the presents had been made Chief Owusu Cocoque said Chief Awooa had a 
palaver with me, and the palaver was a very strong one. I said I was quite willing to 
hear it, snd sent for .Asafu Boachie to be present, Asafu Boacbie being a relative cf 
Awooa's. 

I sent for Awooa, who denied ever baving made a cbarge against me. 
I then put Awooa in log. Awooa asked to be released; this I declined. I kept 

Awooa in the house of Chief Brentoo in Coomassie. One night the Achuma people, who 
live at Acbuma, a village near the Bantama, came and took A wooa away without my 
knowledge. Awooa sent a message from Achuma to me to say that he would like to 
come and live in Coomassie again as a Chief under me. I tben called a meeting of the 
Chiefs in Coomassie to hear Awooa's message, and sent for Awooa to attend tbe 
meeting; this he refused to do untill had sent him 1.0 oz . of g~l~ dust to give to the 
Acbuma people. WhIle I was holdmg tbe palaver WIth the Ch,eis about Awooa, the 
people broke into my palace, anu stole all my wives, gold, and everything I posisessed. 
The Chiefs during tbe evening sent word to me to say tbat I must clear out of 
Coomas>ie directly, and go and live in a village called Sawayail, about two hours 
jomney horn Coomassie. After I had stayed there two days they sent LO say tbat I 
must remove to Abrodie, which I did, and lived here ever since. 

1 sent messengers to Mampong Becqui, Inquanta, and Kokofue, asking them to come 
and see me here, and tal k over the insurrection, but they all refused. 

The message Boachie Tin-Tin brought me from the Governor in 1881, and which 
was given betore Captain Lonsdale, was, " That I was not to kill anyone for dead persons 
burial." Tbis I ca.rried out, for during Captain Lonsdale's visit my aunt died, and I 
did not kill anyone on account of the Governor's order, "That if anyone touched any 
of my wives I was to kill him." " That if anyone break any of my laws I was to kill 
him." ., If anyone would not pay King's fine, kill him." " If anyone commit murder, 
kill him." 

I must beg of you to implore the Governor to set my kingJom in order for me, for 
the Chiefs and people ha.ve got too strong for me. Thank the Governor for sending 
whiteman to see me, and I wish I could return to Coomassie with whiteman, aud hear 
the ch"rges of the Chiefs against me. 

(Signed) BRANDON KIRBY, 
Assistant Inspector, Gold Coast Constabulary. 

Coomassie, Ashant.i, May 14, 1883. 

j 
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Enclosure 4 in No. :J. 

Captain BARIlOW to the GOVERNO". 

SIR, Coo massie, May 16, 188:1. 
I HAV~ the' honour to report. that the mes,enger. have returned from the King of 

Marngpon and some large Chiefs under him, excusing theUl~elves from coming intn th is 
town' until certain fines which haa beeu imp'0,e,1 upon them by King Mens,d, arc 
returned . But as their restoration is au imposs,bility, and tbe probabilities are tbat thr:y 
really would be glad to see me. I h'lYe sent back to them saying that [ shall soon be at 

. Amoaful, on my way down to tbe Coast, aud that, if they like to do so, I will be at their 
disposal at tbat place for a meeting, when an opportunity would thus be afforded them of 
telling me anything they \Van~e~ to say, ~nd I should be able .to g.e! at the causes fO(' 
their re\·oltmg. and at the pos,tlOn of theor own relatIOns to the,r ne'ghbourmg tnhes and 
to the" stool " of Coomassie in particular. 

2. The general political condition of this coun try i. truly distre,sing, \Vhilst the 
difficulty of finding out the truth is great by reason of the isolation of the various tribes 
one from another, and a sort of general disincl ination amongst them, if not of refusal, to 
come in here, lest tbey should perchance, by doing so, commit themselves again to 
Coomassie's proverbial demoralising, vile, and corrupt rule. Yet I am not entirely 
without expectation of being able to collect such information as wi ll place your Excel­
lency iu possession of the exact state of the present difficult ies. I can go further, ,md 
say at ouce that I have already a ruass of what looks like valuable, serviceable intelli­
gence, confirmation, however, as to some of which is wanted before I can be sufficiently 
convinced of its accuracy to enable me to submit it to your Excell ency, and I particularly 
want to see the Kings and Chiefs of the important provinces lying to the e"stward and 
north-eastward of Coomassie, such as Marngpon, Nsuta, &c., where my messengers 
started for yesterday. 

3. The Elders and Cbiefs of this town had a conversation with me yesterday, which 
lasted the whole of the day. It revealed the fact that they are now fully sensihle of 
their present difficult status, the total loss of their power, t heir utter helplessness for 
good or for evil; and it seems to bave dawned upon them tbat it might be wise (in tbeir 
own interesu.) to ask for your Excellency's kind offices in counselling them out of the 
mess they are in; and as to their wish to replace their King (Mensah) by another; and 
they volunteered to go to Prahsue if your Excellency won ld meet them there. They 
are now all in council over this new idea, which will last a day or two. They expressed 
a very decided opinion that they wished to renounce human sacrifice; but what more 
pleased roe than even this did, was their wish for the introduction anr! tuition amongst 
tbem of a better code of government, one more in unison with the advance of the lean* 
civilisation iu the count ry, or, as they pnt it, "more like wbite man's law." Tbey were 
afraid tbat their proposed young King, Quacoe Duab, would get" frightened if he saw 
the Prab," and that" tbe fright might kill him;" and they were afraid that <orne of 
their many enemies might poison him" if he ,,;:re to go so ycry rar away from his to wn:" 
They seemed to be ful ly aware that all the Kmgs and e lHefs of the country must JOIn 
tbem in any such effort, but are oblivious at present to the importance of their young 
proposed King being there also in person, should snch a happy ending to the troubles of 
their country ever come to pass. I gave them very distinctly to understand tbat it was 
impossible for me to express any opinion as to the wisdom of their asking your Excel­
lency to meet them at Prahs"e, or to give any promise that such a request would bc even 
received, far less entertained. If the provinces and head Chiefs agree with and join 
them, they will assuredly make the application. 

His Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., 
&c. &c. &c. 

Governor-in-Chief. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) K NAPP B ARROW. 

.• Sic in originnl. 
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Enclosure 5 in No.3. 

Captain BARROW to the GOVERNOR. 
Coomassie, May 19, 1883. 

SINCE my letter of the 16th instant nothing very particular has taken place for me 
to report to your Excellency. Of course I have had daily interviews with these Chiefs, 
collecting information upon many matters upon whlCh your Excellency should be informed. 
I am now only awaiting the return of the messengers from the provinces of Marngpong 
and N'suta, as referred to in paragraph 2 of my letter of the 16th instant, before com­
mencing to retrace my steps down the road, which will be a most welcome change for all 
of us. I am having a raft constructed by the villagers on the banks of the Dah, so that 
my journey down may not be impeded by the swollen state of that river, which was waist 
deep in water when we came up, and is now much deeper. 

2. T here is one point in connexion with tbe disturbed state of tbis conntry upon 
which I am able with assurance to express the opinion that but for the expectation so 
generally shared throughout Ashanti that your Excellency would send a white officer 
to this place (and his actually appeHring here on the scene) this rebellion would have 
broken out (;re this into active hostilities, which would not haye been confined to the 
Ashanti country alone. In leaving this town for the Coast, there is every ground for 
believing, in consequence of the precautionary measures adopted to ensure tranquillity, 
that this state of abstaining from fighting will prevai l throughout the tribes and peoples 
concerned for a t ime, bnt only for a time, in my opinion, when the fighting will 
commence in hot earnest; meanwhile I shall communicate personally with your 
Excellency. 

SIR, 

3. My duties have been the most ardllOns, complex, and anxious that have ever fallen 
to me before, in which the slightest mistake or error of judgment committed by me, or 
the suspicion even of any false,impression created by me, would have resulted in trouble. 
A civil war has been postponed for tbe moment, yet I have obeyed ycnr Excellency's 
injunctions to the lelter in not causing it to be thought by the native populations that 
yoU\' Excellency was interfering in the affairs of the country, or that any help wonld 
come to the unhappy countr,)' from Her Majesty's Governmen t. in any way. 

4. The King of Denkera is suspected by the Elders and Chiefs of inciting the 
Ashanti people or some of them to rebel; the King of Adansi, or rather his councillor 
Kotiko, is plainly accused by them of having done so. 

5. The canses which appear to have produced this rebellion are shortly as follow :-
1. T he arbitrary, despotic conduct of King Mensah towards his subjects; his pro­

fligacy. 
2. The corrupt and debased form of government at head quarters, Coomassie, 

resulting in burdensome fines upon individuals and upon larger sections of the 
community, decapitations by order of the Kinl!' without the knowledge and 
assent of his Chiefs at headquarters, general mistrust and want of confidence, 
particularly on the part of people living out of Coomassie, of and in everybody 
(both K.ing and Chiefs) associated with a form of government which starved 
them, as they say, by its trade exactions and exclusions, and robbed them of a 
liberty they never possessed, but which they see is enjoyed by t heir neighbours 
outside the kingdom . 

6. So far as I have gone- bnt your Excellency knows that I have not yet seen all the 
tribes of the Ashanti country- I should say tbat there is a decided general wish to 
give up the custom of human sacrifice in toto, likewise the custom of "panyaring," and 
the people are undoubtedly anxious for a chauge in the form of government of the 
conntry such as they think wonld bring them an existence of more independence of their 
Kinlr, Chiefs, and masters, and yield them trade, by which means they say and think they 
can iJecome ricb. 

7. Under snch conditions of better government as the people whom I have conversed 
witb would seem to wish to have introduced, t he trade of the country wonld doubtless 
improve ill course of time, but never could attain the pl:oportions it did before tbe 
division of the kingdom ill 1874. 

His Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., 
Governor-in-Ohief, 

&c' &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KNAPP BARROW, 



No.4. 

Govr.nNoR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received July 19, 1883. ) 

My LORD, Government House, Lagos, JUli e 16, 188:3. 
IN continuatiou of the sl\bject of my Despatch dated lIth J line I fl8iJ,<' (viz" 

the state of aff,\irs in Ashnnti), I have th e hono llr to forward farther letters which I 
have received from Captain Barrow on the 5th instant. 

2. Captaiu Barrow reports that he left Coomassie 00 tbe 2()th of Muy. At the date 
of his writiug he had proceeded on his ret urn journey as f ... as Fommanah, the capital 
towu of the Adansi country. 

3. His journey seems to have had the satisfactory result of so far improving trade 
with the Const that he reports that the road from Cape Coast to eoomassie, which was 
empty of passengers, is now (2nd June) full , and t.hat tbe market at Ab l<ankawassie, on 
the 1st, was atttellded by some 600 or 700 trader • . 

4. It would be ve .. y satisfactory to be able to nlTive at some peaceful settle lllent of 
the difficulties in Ashauti by which this state of tbings would ue continued. 

I have &c. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, (Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

&C. &c. &c. Governor. 

Enciosure I in No.4. 

Captain BARIIOIV to Sir SAMUEL ROWE, K.C.lII.G . 
Sm, Coomassic, May 23, 1883. 

I HAVE tbe honour to inform your Excellency that I am merely awaiting the retul'll 
of the messengers from :Vlarogpong and Nsuta beforc packing lip and returning' to the 
Coast. Should those Kings or thei .. representatil'('s llleet me either in this town (which 
is unlikely), 01' on the way down tile rand, th e information upon "II points which will 
have been collected for your Excellency will be vast in amount., and I trust servicca ble in 
quality: ' 

2. The letter which Buaki (Tin .. tin) brought to Coomassie from your Excell ency when 
he left Accra with Captain Lonsdale was interpreted (so I am informed by five witnesses 
who state they were present at the time) by Captain Lonsdale's two interpreters tn King 
Mensah and the assembled people, and t he interpretation they all state was that beheading 
was sanctioned by our Government for abllsing the King and his family, for breaking the 
great oatb, and for adultery. This looks as though the interpreters had been briued to 
misinterpret on the occasion, a misdeed Buaki (Tin-tin), or indeed any Asbanti of rank, 
is quite capable of perpetrating. 

His Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C,M.G., 
Governor-in-Chief, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 4. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KNAPP BARROW. 

Captain BARROIV to Sir SAMUEL ROWE, K.C.iII.G . 
SIR, Fommanah, Ad.nsi, June 2nd, 1883. 

I HAVE tbe honour to report to your Excellency that I left Coomassie on i:)unday, 
the 27th May, and arrived here (after tll'O days' stoppage at Daydaysuwah and one at 
Amoaful) yesterday afternoon . It is a matter of much regret to me that I should htwe 
been prevented reporting my leaving Coomassie earlier, hut owillg to t he trying, anxious 
nature of the \vork on hand, the bad ness of the roads necessitating walking instead of 
riding in hammock, all tending to feelings of prostratiou at the close of the day, I never 
could get my letter off, in fact I could not settle to it properly, and hnd to abandon my 
letters before completing them. 

2. The messengers which went from Coomassie to the Kings of Mampon and Nsuta 
returned to me on Satnrday evening, bringing news that those Kings would like to see 
"the whitemnh the Governor had ~ent," but that they conld not in the present unsettled 

~ No.8. 
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state of the country leave their towns to join me in Coomassie or meet me on the way 
down the road, and they wished me to go and visit them, hut my departure from 
Coomassie had been fixed (in anticipation of the return of the messengers the day they 
did , as also in tbatof the improbability of those Kin~ coming into'Coomassie just then) 
for Sunday, and I accordingly left it about 9 o'clock that morning-, feeling pretty certain 
that the elders and Chiefs of Coomassie would desist from irritating their neighbours to 
acts of hostility, but I did not feel so sure of tbe conduct of the people outside, and 
consequently proceeded slowly down t he road, resling two entire days at Daydaysuwah 
frOID which place I carried on communication by me"~engel's with Coffee KalkalJi and 
many others, but without in any way interfering in their affilirs, influencing all to main­
tain order and peace, my object being so to leave matters behind me that civil war shoul~ 
not now break out, closing the roads again now fairly open until your Excellency could 
see me and receive the information collected, which is too vast fN condensation into a 
few sheets of foolscap paper. There is now every reason to believe that those objects 
have been secured, and I am therefore hurrying down to Mansue for orders as to pro­
ceeding to Accra or to Cape Coast. 

3. The Inquanta Chiefs I hear wisil to see me to take a message from them to your 
Excellency; they are expected here on Monday next. I am waiting here till then. 

4. The stool of Ashanti is, of course, still unoccupied. It is ly ing in the King's 
palace at Coomassie 'in charge of the eldcrs and Chiefs of the town, as I found it. 

5. This main road froUi Cooma,'sie, which was empty of traders as r passed up it, is 
now full of then:, passing up and down, showing an improved state of trade. The market 
place at l~hkankuassif (just north of Detchiasu) had some 600 or 700 traders in it 
yesterday when I passed through; they were carrying on a brisk active trade in dry 
and in hard European goods, native food, spirits, and tobacco. It was the largest and 
best filled native market I had ever seen . 

His Excellency Sir :-iamud Rowe, K.C.M.G ., 
Governor·in-Chief, 

&c. &c. &e. 

No. 5. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KNAPP BARROW. 

The RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR Slit S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

SIR, Downing Street, Jul'y 24, 1883. 
I HAVE the honoul' to ncknow1etl/{c receipt of your Despatches of 11th June nnd 

16th Juue,* tl'llllsmitting lettel'3 from Cupta in Knapp Barrow, C.M.G., on the subject of 
his mission to Coo rn nssie. 

I hal'c to ex press my approval of Captain Barrow's proceedings and conduct in the 
matters to which he calls attention. 

I bave, &c. 
Sir S. l{owc. (Sig llcd) DERBY. 

No.6. 

GOVERNOR SllI S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to thc RroHT HO N. THE EARL Oli DERBY. 
. (Received August 20, 1883.) 

My LORD, Christiansborg Castle, Accro, July 25, 1883. 
IN reference to my Despatch dated 16th J uue 1883,t enclosing letters from 

Captain BArrow which were received by me at Lagos on the subject of his mission to 
Ashanti, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a letter dated Mansue, 8th June, 
in which Captain Barrow reports his arrival at that place 0 11 t,he 7th of that month. 
Captain Barrow and MI'. Kirby ret.urned to this place on the 2 1st June 1883 . 

• Nos. 3 Rnd 4. t No.1. 
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2. I regret to have to report that botb these officers have since that date been 
suffering a good deal from the consequences of their journey, so much so that Captain 
Barrow has not yet been able to cOlllplete his report. 

3. He assures me, however, that it will be rea, ly in a day or two, and I shall then have 
the hOllour to forward it to your Lordsbip. 

4. I have learned from conversation with Capt"in BarrolV that it 1V0uld appear to be the 
unanimous feeling of the Chief, of Coomassie tbat I, as Governor of the Gold Coast, 
should advi~c them as to the choice of a King; that they state that such advice will 
give great weight to the position of the King, aod that tbey further signify their 
determination to abide by whatever suggestion emanates from the Government. 

5. In reference to tbis I have the hooour to report to your Lordship that Cbiefs 
Nanchie, Boatin, and Aboo followed Captain Barrow from Coomassie. 

6. They are tbe bearers of (\ request from the Coomassie Chiefs to the cffect that 1 
would allow Captain Barrow to return to that place and try to continue what he had 
already begun in establishing order amongst them. 

7. Since their arrival other messengers have come to tell them from the Chiefs "f 
Coom.ssie that the Chiefs of the town were still awaiting an answer. 

8. I am assured by Captain Barrow that in all his communications be has, in accord­
ance with my ins tractions, been careful to avoid committing the Government to any 
course of action whatever, merely informing the people that he was come to see and heal' 
for the Governor of the Gold Coast. 

9. He tells me that there are three candidates for the Kingship, a young Prince Quacoe 
Duab, the nephew of the forlller King of that name; Osai Mensah, the King lately 
depo"ed; and Coffi Kalkalli, who was deposed after the fight in 18i4; that the young 
Prince Quacoe Duah is the favorn'ite with the Coomassie Chiefs; that the ex-King 
Osai Mensah appears to have lost all his authority and to be universally detested; that 
com Kalkalli is supported only by a small following. 

10. It appears, however, that all the districts formerly belonging to Ashanti, which 
are to the south of Coomassie, decline to have any further connexion with that place, and 
the districts to the north of Coornassie have, to a great extent, thrown off their con­
nexion with it, and that the influence of the Chiefs of Coomassie is restricted to the 
district within il. short distance from their town. 

11. The latest intelligence from Coomassie is that quietness prevails, and that the 
people are waiting for some comIlJunication from me. 

12. Captain Barrow's state of health will not admit of his return to Coomassie at 
present, but I shall take the first opportunity to despatch an officer via Prahsue to the 
King of Becquai with a view to. keep the roads open for trade between Cape Coast and 
the large market of Akankua:ssle (Arkankoowassy). 

13. Captain Barrow will proceed to England by the first ship after his report is 
completed. 

14. I regret that so many' matters have interfered to prevent my addressing your 
Lordship earlier and at gTeater length on this subject. 

15. I shall have the honour to do so by the very first opportunity. 
I am, &c. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, (Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 
&c. &c. &c. Govcrnol·. 

Enclosure in ~~ o. (j . 

Captain KNAPP BARROW, C.M.G., to Sir S.<MUEL Row>;, K.C.M.G. 

SIR, Mansue, June 8, 1883. 
r liAVE the honour to report our nnival here yesterday afternoon, and that we are 

stopping here to-day drying Ollr clothing. hammocks, and other things which were satu­
rated by the heavy rain which came on at Sutah and continued all the way to this 
place. . .. 

B 4 
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2. With reference to yo ur Excellency's letter of the 2nd April, Mr. Kirby will 
conduct the Houssa detachment via Effootu to Elmina, and having banded it over 
will rejoin me at Salt Pond whither I proceed by tbe new road en route for Accra in 
accordance with the orders conveyed to me in the letter just referred to. 

I have, &c. 
His Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe, K.C.M.G., (Signed) KNAPP BARROW. 

Governor-in-Cbief. 

No.7. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RlGlIT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received August 20,. 1883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra. 
My LORD, July 28, 1883. 

IN reference to the subject of my Despatch dated 25th July 1883," viz., the 
state of affairs in Asbanti, I have the honour to report to your Lordship that 
Captain Barrow has just informed me that intelligence has come down from Coornassie 
through private sources which appears to him to justify the belief that Coomassie was 
still, on the 12th July (which was the latest date of news from that piace), in a state 
of quietness. 

2. The Chief Nanchie to whom I make reference in the 5th paragraph of my Despatch 
of the 25th installt, * thinks from this intelligence that Coffee Kalkalli is no longer a 
candidate for the Kingship. 

3. I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of the memorandum which 
Captain Barrow has handed to me. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, (Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 

&c. &c. &c. Governor. 
,1'.S.- There are at the present moment here messengers from the under·mentioned 

King and Chiefs, who have sent to this Government in connexiun with the present 
state uf affairs in Ashanti . 

The Chiefs of Coomassie. 
The King of Becquai. 
The King of Daniassie. 

Enclosw:e in No.7. 

Captain BARROW to GOVERNOR. 

S. R. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. Jnly 28, 1883. 
ON ihe 26th instant a mnn nRmed Quacoe Adorn, of Penamereassie, neal' 

Asul>oo;r came to Acc!'a and went to Nentchwie, and told him that that day fortlliain 
he went to a place cslled Djassoe, four hout's north· east of' Coomassie to buy parrots. " 

When he got there he found the Chief Quacoe W uoe, of Djassoe,. assembling his 
people for a nleeting. 

The man Quacoe Adorn went and listened at the meeting. He states that he heard 
the chief lingnist report at the meeting that a man had just come from Breman who 
stated that the Mampon, Insuta, and Agoonah Chiefs had all deserted Coffie Kalkalli. 
whom they had left alone in the camp at Subenso, and had retu\'Ded to their homes 
because the Chiefs and Elders of Coomassie had refused to let Coffie Kalkalli come into 
Coomassie. 

• No.6. t Vicinity of the I"'ge lake. 
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He further stated that Awoonah, Chief of Akropong, hod taken Coffie Kalkalli back 
to Akropong. 

Nentchwie (Nanchie) thinks, therefore, that Coffie Kalkalli has retired from his 
candidature of the <. stoo!." 

(Signed) KNAPP BARROW, 
Christiansborg. 

P.S.-I submit these remarks to your Excellency hecause they appear to justify the 
belief that Coomassie was on the 12th July (the Intest date from there) in a statc of 
peace and tranquility. 

(Intd.) K.B. 

No.8. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to thc HIGHT HON. THi; EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received August :il , 1883.) 

Christiansborg Ca>tle, Accra, 
My LORD, August 7, 1883. 

WITH reference to the subject of Illy Despatch , dated 28th July 1883,. 
viz.,-tbe state of affairs in Ashanti, I have the honour to report to your Lordship that 
a deputation of Chiefs came to this place from A.hanti yesterday. 

2. They are the bearers of a message from certain Chiefs to ·the effect that they have 
elected Koffi Kalkalli to be King, but they cannot place him on the stool, as what they 
caU the" great golden stool" at Coomassie is in the hands of the Quacoe Duah party, 
who refuse to give it lip. 

~. I have had several interviews with tbe Cbiefs who are here (to wh om I made 
reference in the second paragraph of my Despatcb of 28th ultimo*), and at my last interview 
two days ago, and before tbe receipt of tbis message, they assured me that they were 
quite willingto await a reply from me to their request that the Governor of the Gold 
Coast should formally authorise the election of Quacoe Duah to the kingship of Ashanti. 

4. I saw them again on the arri val of these messengers, and they told me that they 
had stated on a former occasion that such messengers would come from the Koffi Kalkalli 
party; that they feel confident tbat the Coomassie party who support Quacoe Duah 
are much more- than a match for the >upporters of Kalkalli; but that no fighting will 
take place, as this message is itself a proof of tbe weakness of the Kalkalli party, and 
that tbe majority of the Asbanti people arc determined that Kalkalli shall never a"ain 
come to the throne, and that he never will be allowed to rei~n in the country. " 

5. I had hoped to be able to forward to your Lordship by this steamer Captain 
Barrow's report on his mission, but it is " very long one, and the copy is not yet 
finished. 

I have, &c. 
The Rigbt Hon. tbe Earl of Derby, (Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

&c. &c. &C. Governor. 

Enclosure 1 in No.8. 

Cbristiansborg Castie, August 6, 1883. 
Arrived this day from Ashanti the undermentioned messengers, viz. ;-

6d. 1. Coffee Mensah, sword bearer from Mampong. 
6d. 2. Boatey, gold taker, from Insutah. 
Is. 3. Coffee Kalkalli, prince, from Kokofoo. 
Is. 4. Quacoe Aoye, messenger, from Kokofoo. 
3d. 5. Cudjoe Eddoo, messenger, from Ajunab . 
:3d. 6. Quamin Jimmah, messenger, from Koomahwoo. 
3d. 7. Cudjoe Ajomakoo, messenger, from Beposoo. 
3d. 8. Quabina Asirifi, messenger, from Asokoro. 
3d. 9. Cudjoe Bah, messenger, from Asaman . 

. 3d. 10. Yow Eddoo, messenger, from Osechrewa. 
3d. 1 J. Dsai Cudjoe, messenger, from Konah. 

3d. each and 12 followers. Total 23 men. 2s. lodging per day . 

• No.7. 
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The "love h'lve COllle down to ask t he Governmcnt that Kalkalli should be put on 
the vacant slOol of Coomassie. 

(iiigned) C. W. BADGER, 
Governor's Interpreter. 

Enclosure 2 in ·No. 8. · 

The DISTRICT COMM ISSIONERS, CAPE COAST, to the ASSISTANT COLONIAL SECRETARY in 
CHARGE of N ATIVE AFPAI1lS. 

Politicnl State of Ashanti .- Messengers from Principal Chiefs. 

SIR, Cape Coast, July 3U, 1883. 
1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the 

Governor-in-Chiet; that the bearers of this letter are messengers representing King Coffee 
Kalkalli and the following Chiefs of Ashanti, \'iz :-

The Chief of Mampong. 
Insoota. 

" " Cocofu. 
" Queen of Cocofu. 
" Chief of Agoona. 

Kumawo. 
Asokori. 
Biposu. 
Sekeriwa. 
Assaman. 
Kawall 8. 

2. These messengers nre the bearers of three messages il'om the gre"t ChietL 

1st . Thnt they have elected Coffee Kalkalli King. 

2nd. They beg the Governorto use his influence with Qnacoe Duah'. purty, to give 
up his claim to the stool peaceably. 

3rd. That tbe inhahitants of the villages of Medomma, Kiabusu, Sere, u, and Fayeasi 
in Ad~us i , are in the habit of pan)'aring travellers from tile interior and putting 
them In log. 

3. As ,cgarrl s the election of Coffee Kalkalli to the stool , the Chiefs complain that 
they elected Ka lkalJi King at Bei·"iTiiil.1i, ·and Qti!fcoe Duah's party (the leaders of which 
are Osoo Korkor, Assn fu , Roaki, and Asan,ore Qllamin) refuse to give lip the g reat 
golden stool ~t Coom;tssie, 0!l whicb it is n t'c~sso.rr . to ~lace Kalkalli.. Osoo Korkor is 
Prince Ansah s b)"Other, and IS the rno, t powerful Chief 01 the Coomassle party . 

4. The Ashanti Chiefs say ther ore powcrful CllOllgh to " eat up " the Coomnssie 
party, and pllt Kaika:li on t.he stool with t he greatest ('ase, but as this would involve loss 
of ll fe nnd be cO lltrary to the wishes of the Governor-in-Chief, they have no desire to 
resort to force, unless actually compelled to do so. They say they" had a lessou from 
the English before," and · will, therefore, do nothing to offend the British Government. 

They object to Quacoe Duah as being too young to rule, and they believe Coffee 
Kalkal1i will now make a good king, as he has learnt wisdom, and will profit by the 
lesson he has received. . 

5. The messengers complain of the treatment they received on the way down, at the 
villages already named, and say that large numbers of traders are . now prevented from 
coming down from the interior to trade. Medomma formerly belonged to Cocofu, but 
the people having revolted, are .now allies of the king of Adansi. 

Two cir threcmembers of t he ·be-aret'S party wetl,- ilh1'~ated··a11d· put- " in log U by the 
inhabitants of the villages in question. 

'I 
1 

I 
1 
I 

I 
il 
I 

1'1 
I 

I , 



6. In accordance with the inst ructions laid down in letter No. 66 (l>olitical) of 
August I, 1883, I have given four days suhsistence to the messengers anu their followers 
,\S stated helow. 

II messengers, four days at 6d. 
10 followers, four days at 3d. 

Assistant Colonial Secretary in charge of 
Native Affairs. 

No.9. 

I have, &c. 

£ s. d. 
I 2 0 
o 10 0 

£1 12 0 

(Signed) A. NORTH DANIEL, 
District Commissioner. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE. K. C. M.G .• to the RWHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received Augu,t 31. 1883.) 

Christ iansho rg Castle. Akkra. 
My LORn, August 7, 1883. 

WITH reference to the information contained in my despatch of this day. on the 
subject of the state of affairs in Ashanti. I would respectfully say to yo nr Lordship that 
the statement made in a letter by Mr. Daniel must not, I think, be received as nn 
accurate representation of t he real state of matters without further investigation. 

2. In the course of the last few weeks it has been found that intrigues were going on 
between people in Cape Cuast and people in Coomassie, and a man was di scovered who 
had sent a messenger to Koffi Kalkalli to ttll him that if he IVouid give a certain 
amount of money the interest of influential persons at Cape Coast would be used to put 
him on the stool. 

3. As regards .. a statement in reference to molesting travellers on their way down, 
probably there is some truth in it. but there is much exaggeration. 

4 . I had hoped to have been able to write to your Lordship at greater lellgth on these 
matters than this present opportunity permits of my doing. 

I have, &C. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

The Right Han. the Earl of Derhy, Governor. 
&c. &C. &c. 

No.10. 

THB RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR Sm S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

(Extract.) 

Downing Street, Septemher 8, 1883. 
I HAVE re~eived your despatch of the 7th ultimo,* reporting the arrival of a nnt-her 

deputation of Chiefs from Ashanti in reference to the. succession to the throne of that 
country. I have al.o received your other despatch of the same datet on this subject. 

You wili, of cours", be careful to satisfy yourself befure recognising anyone as tbe 
{llture King of Ashanti, that his election is unanimous, or at any rate generally con· 
curred in, as Hd' Majesty's Government cannot undertake any responsibility by supporting 
the claims oLany_.partic.ular candidate for the vacant stooL 

• No. 8. t No.9. 
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No. 11. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received September la, 1883.) 

Christians borg Castle, Accra, 
My LoRO, . August la, 18R3. 

IN reference to the subject of former Despatched, namely, the state of affairs in 
Ashanti, I hud the honour to report to your Lordship in Despatch, dated 7th August 
1883,· that a d~putation ·of C hiefs had come to thi s place with a message to the effect 
that tbey had elected Cuffee Kalkalli to be K;ng. 

2. I had an interview with them on the evening of the 8th instant, when they stated to 
me that they had been sent down to give this messaO"e. They repeated the message 
wh ich was stated to be tbe o~ject of their visit iu much the same terms as were used in 
the letterfrolll Mr. Daniel, which formed an enclosure to my Despatch of the 7th instant. -

3. On my inquiring from them why they had not come direct to this place instead of 
passing by Cape Coast they said to me that they had beell in the first instance to Cape 
Coast to see Mr. Ansah ; that they were sent to him by the Chiefs to say that his 
brother A WUSll Kokkor waS doing wrong ill keeping back from the Kalkalli party the 
royal stool, and that he must write to his brother to give it up to them. 

4. r told the messengers that I had been sent by Her Majesty to this place to manage 
its affairs as her represen tative, and t bat I could oot accept a message from auy Chiefs 
who sent to any persoo who was one of Her Majesty's subjects and resident in this place 
before bringing it to me, that I alone was tbe person who bad been deputed by Her 
Majesty to treat for her in this Colony s tl cb matters as concerned peace or war among the 
tribes beyond its borders, and that I must therefore consider well what action I should. 
take before I received tbis message which had not been brought direct to me. 

5. The messengers made many apologies, admitting that they had been wrong in not 
coming first to the Governor of the Colony before passing to Mr. Ansah, but they 
stated t hat they were only obeying the commands of their masters and tbat they them­
selves were not to blame for w doing. 

6. 1 said that I admitted tllis might be tbe case, but if so it was their masters who had 
deviated from the proper rule in directing their messeogers to pass to Mr. Ansab before 
delivering their message to the Governor of t be Colony. 

7. I remir,ded them that no native King would allow any stlcb action in his country, 
and I pointed out to them that so long as King Mensah was King of Ashanti I hael. been 
most scrupulous in the observance of their custom. 

8. The messengers again admitted that t hey were wrong and begged I would overlook 
the circumstance. 

9. I told the messengers t hat I 1I'0uld consider this matter, and would see them 
again. 

10. At the close of tbeir interview with me the Chief N anchie, who with the messengers 
of the Quacoe Dtlah party, had asked permission to be present wben tbe Kalkalli message 
was delivered, asked leave to say to me that tbe statement of the messengers tbat they 
had placed Kalkalli on the stool of Breman was false; that as a proof of it he (N anchie) 
wished to tell me tbat tbe person who was officially charged with the keeping of the stool 
of Breman was he bimself (No.nchie); t hat on leaving Coomassie he had put the stool 
o.way in " safe place; tbat no one ho.d access to this pla..::e witbo ut the consent of the 
Coomassie Chiefs; that he was confident thllt no one had been allowed to take the stool 
away; aud that according to official custom no body could be placed upon that stool 
without the consent of him, Nanohie. 

II. He wisbed to make this statement in t he presence of the Kalkalli messengers, 
hut I desired him to remain silent until after they had left me. 

I have, &0. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, 

&0. &c. &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

G overnor. 

• No.8. 
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No. 12. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, KC.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received Septemher 10, j 883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
M y LORD, August 10, 1883. 

IN reference to the subject of Illy Despatch, dated t.hi s day," in which 
have reported to your L ordship t ha t lIl essen~c rs from the Knlka\Ji party of Ashanti 
visited Mr. Ansah at Cape Coast before Lrilli!. ing t heir message to IlI e, I have the 
honour to report t o YOLlr Lordship that it seemed to me desirable that I should have the 
advantage of personally conferring with Mr. Ausah on th~se matlers, and tbat I have 
accordingly directed the Colonial Secretary to write to hilo l'eqLlesting him to come to 
Accra for" time. 

2. I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of t.he letters which have 
been addressed to him and to the District Commissioner at Cape Coast Castle 011 this 
suhject. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. tbe E arl of Derby, 

&c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

Governor. 

Enclosure 1 in No. J 2. 

ACTING COI.ONIAL SECRETARY to DlsTI: :c'r CO""ISS IONI<R, Cape Coast. 

Colonial Secretariat, Christiansborg, Accra, 
SIR, A ugu, t 10, 1883. 

I A)( directed by his Excellenc), the Governor to request that you will cause the 
accompanying letter to be delivered to Mr. John Ossoo Ansah, a relative of the former 
Kings of Ashanti. You will yourself peruse it before deli ve ring it to him. 

2. YOli will see that his Excellency is desirous of being able to confer personally with 
Mr. An.all from time to time. 

3 . Hc therefore authorises you to provide 11 first class passage for himself and Mrs. 
Ansah ifh~ cbooses to bring her with him and deck passages for two servants. 

[ have, &c. 

Tbe District Commissioner, 
Cape Coast. 

(Signed) CHAS. D. T URTON, 
Acting Colonial Secretary in charge of 

Native Affairs. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 12. 

ACTING C"LONIAL SECRETARY to Mr. J. O. ANSA H. 
Chtistiallsborg Castle, Accra, 

Sm, August 10, 1883. 
I AM directed by his E xcellency the Governor to say to you tbat he thinks it will be 

of advantage to him that at the pl'esent ti me as so many messengers are passing to and 
from Ashanti you should be ill a positiou ill which he ca.n cou veniently communicate 
personally with you. He tberefore requests that YOIl will at once make arrangements 
to proceed by the next steamel' to Accra. 

2. The District Commissioner will provide you with a first cl ass passage lor yourself 
and for Mrs. Ansah if you wish to hring her with you and deck passages for two 
servants. 

3. You will be provided with a moderate allowance to provide yourself with lodgings 
at Accra or Christlansborg in proportion to the yearly amount of the nnnuity granted to 
you by Her Majesty. 

• No. lI . 
C 3 



,22 

4. His Excellency will also be prep,,-red to consider the question of any extra expense 
to which you may be put in your removal temporarily to Acero. from Cape Coast 
Castle. 

Mr. John Ossoo Ausah, 
Cape Coast Castle. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. D. TURTON, 

No. 13. 

Acting Colonial Secretary in charge of 
Native Affairs. 

GOYERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THP. EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received September 10, 1883.) 

(Extract.) Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
August 10, 1883. 

IT appeared to me that it was not desirable that I should giye an answer to the 
messengers from the Kalkalli party, and accordingly I have informed them that I shall 
await the arrival of Ansah before I giye an official reply to their message to me. 

r stated that if they had only come to inform me officially that Kalkelli was already 
placed on the throne of the Ashanti kiugdom it was unnecessary for them to remain, but 
that there were also present here other messengers from the Chiefs of Coomassie, who said 
that Quacoe Duah wa, the choice of the majority of the Ashanti people; that Her Majesty 
had no desire to annex the Ashanti kingdom or to impose Her will in any way on its 
inhabitants; tbat the only reason why r bad so far taken action in this matter, was tbe 
interest Her Majesty felt in tbe welfare oftbe people, and Her wish that Her officers should ' 
do all in their power to assist those tribes, who nre neighbour" to Her Colonies, by good 
advice, to obt.m peace and prosperity; tbat this matter was one which required considera­
tion, and I could give no answer ill a hurry; at the same time they might be sure from the 
personal interest I harl in Ashanti as the consequence of my long acquaintance with them, 
it would be a matter of pleasure to me indiYidually to carry out Her Majesty 's ordfrs by 
doing all in my power to assist them in arriving at a peaceful settlement of their present 
troubles. 

No. 14. 

GOYERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HaN. THE EARL OF 
DERBY. (Received September 10, 1883.) 

My LORD, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, August 12, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a letter which I hnye 

just received from the Commissioner of the District at Cape Const, in which he informs 
me that certain messengers fl'Om Koffee Kalkalli the former King of Ashanti have 
visited Cape Coast, and have expressed to him their belief that certain Chiefs of Ashanti 
who are opposed to the placing of Koffee KalkalJi on the Stool are.intriguing with the 
KinO' of Denkerah Rnd are prepared to send away from Ashantl to Denkernh the 
(so ~all ed) Gold 1;tool to prevent Koffee Kalkalli being properly installed as King. 

2. These messengers point out to Captain Daniel tbat any such action would surely 
caus" the Asbantis to cross the border in pursuit of it nnd would thus provoke an attack 
on tbe country under Her Majesty's protection. They go on to state that the King 
begs Oaptaiu Daniel to send a policeman or messenger to the Chief of Inquanta and 
Coomnssie peo-ple t.o request them to desist frop!. these designs. . 

3. Captain Daniel informed the messengers that he could do nothing without my 
sanction, and that all matters connected with Ashanti are dealt with by' myself direct 

. from' Accra. -



4. I have replied to Captain Daniel to the effect that 1 approve hi s action in returning 
this reply and request he will inform the messengers that if they wished to communicate 
with me they ought to have proceeded direct to Acera; that if they had come down by 
the shortest possible route they would have arrived at this place almo.t as qui ckly as 
they would have arrived at Cape Coast as there are good beaten trucks wh ich lead hom 
'Prahsue and Mansue direct to this place without going near Cape Coast, and that if 
they desire to communicate with the Governor of the Colony they should take the 
readiest means to do so with the least possible delay. 

5. I have the hononr to transmit a copy of thi s letter. 
I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, (Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 
&c. &c. &c. Governor. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 14. 

The DISTRICT COMMISSIONER, Cape Coast, to ASSISTANT COLONIAL SHCRCTARY POR 
NATIVE APFAIRS. 

SIR, Cape Coast, August 8, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the 

Governor in Chief, that two messengels hllve Just arrived from Coomassie hearinO' a 
messa~e to me to the fol!owing effect ;- . " 

.. KIDg Koffee Kalkalh presents hiS complIments to you and hegs to say that the Chief 
of Inquanta Mansue and hi~ people are being secretly helped by King Acquasie Kai of 
Denkera, iu their opposition to him, and that it is the intention of the Inquanta and 
Coomassie people to send the Golden St.ool to the care of the King of Denkera, rather 
than it should fall into his (KalkaIli 's ) hands. If the Stool is carried i11to Denkera, the 
whole of the Ashanti people wi ll invade that country to effect its re-capture, thus 
carrying war into the British Protectorate. The King therefore hegs the Commandant 
of Cape Coast will send a policeman or messenger to the Chief of Inquanta and the 
Cooillassie people, and request them to desist from these designs." 

2. Upon receiving this message, I informed the messengers that I could do nothing 
without his Excellency's sanction , and that all matters connected with Ashanti were 
dealt with by the Governor himself direct from Accra. 

3: The messengers were brought to me by Mr. Ansah and accompanied hy Kolfee 
Kalkalli's linguist, who, I find, has heen staying in Cape Coast for tbe last foul' months, 
and ia evidently an extremely shrewd intelligent man, and appears to have his m"stees 
interests at heart. I therefore think it is just possible he Dlay have received instructions 
to force His Excellency's hand, with the aid of the messengers, by inducing bim to 
declare in favour of Koft'ee Kalblli through fear of a disturbance in tbe Protectorate. 
On the other baud, however, the messengers appeared g~nnine]y anxious that. steps 
should be taken at once, and declared that war was ImmlDent and that fighting had 
prohably already began between Koffee Kalkalli and the Coomassie party. 

4. The messengers will wait hi s Excellency 's reply in Cape Coast, and state their 
extreme anxiety to return "t once to the King, their master. They were introdnced by 
Mr. Ansah. 

5. The hearer of t.his letter has been pai~ I s. 6d. subsistence, anel I s. 6d. for crossing 
rivers. He also caITles letters from the Actmg Pwsne Judge. 

To the Assistant Colonial Secretary 
for Native Affairs. 

&c: &c. &c. 
Accra. 

I have, &C. 
(Signed) A. NORTH DANIEL, 

District Commissioner. 

04 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 14; 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
August 11, 1883. 

I HI directed by his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief to transmit to you the 
accompanying letter which he has written to you on the subject of the visit of Assistant 

Sir, 

Inspector Brennan to Prahsue. 
r have, &c. 

The Inspector General, 
&c. &c. 

Elmina. 

(Signed) C. D. TnRToN, 
Acting Colonial Secretary 

in charge of Native Affairs. 

GOVERNOR to INSPgCTOR GENERAL. 
MESSAGE from COFFEE KALKALLI.-INSTRUCTIONS to ASSISTANT INSPECTOR BRENNAN. 

SIR, Christiansl.org Castle, Accra, August II, 1883. 
I HAVE received a letter, dated 8th August 1883. from the Commissioner of the 

district of Cape Coast, in which he informs me that Coffee KalkaJli has sent to say that 
the Chiefs of Inquanta Mansue uud his people are being secretly helped by King 
Aquasie Kaye of Denkera, and that it is the intention of' the Quacoe Duah party to 
send tbe Golden Stool to the care of the King of Denkera, and that if this is done the 
wbole of tbe Ashanti people will invade that country to effect its recovery, tbus carrying 
war into the British Protectorate. 

2. It is difficult for me to imagine that Coffee Kalkalli should have thought fit to send 
a message to tbis effect to the Commissioner at Cape Coast. 

3. I have been wishful fOJ' some days to makc arrangements for the visit of Assistant 
Inspector Brennan to the Prah. M any matters have prevented it. 

4. I request tbat you will at once detail bim for this duty. 
6. The instructions which you should give him need not in any way differ from those 

hehas already received. 
6. Instructions of that character were addressed to Assistant Inspector Stewart 

Stephens at tbe time I sent him to Prahsue on similar duty in anticipation of possible 
trouble occurring at Prahsue. 

7. Mr. Hrennan must proceed at ollce to Prahsue excepting there be grave danger to 
his health; he will not delay at Elmina {or one bour more than is absolutely necessary 
after the receipt of these instructions. Sbould he be unable to undertake this duty you 
will detail ·another officer to go there in his place. [confide in you the choice of deciding 
on the officer who is fittest to go. 

S. Should Mr. Brennall bimself visit Prabsue I entrust to him authority to cross the 
river and to journey as far as Fomannah should tbere be no obstacle to his doing it. 

9. He will in tbis case visit the Cbiefs on the way as a Commissioner sent by me to 
encourage peace among them. 

10. He would be entrusted to say that this Government has no wish to impose a ruler 
on the people of Asbanti against their will, but as being a near neighbour to them, alld 
as being much interested in tbe welfare of the country, I have sent him to sugg'est to 
them the desirability of refraining from any fighting until such time as the whole of the 
country has an opportunity of declaring publicly its wisb in tbis matter. 

11. In Journeying so fllr Mr. Brennan would not pass directly into Ashanti. He will 
refrain from doing so, and he will at once return to Prahsue on the slightest objection 
being made to his presence on the far side of the river. He will not make any .tay on 
the opposite side, and he will only remain a sufficient. length of time to journey to Fo­
mannah and back. 

12. At Fomannah he should see the King of Adansi and state that be is directed by 
me to go to bim in order to impress on him tbe exceeding importance of preserving the 
strictest neutrality in the present st.ate of trouble in Ashanti. 

13. He is to say that I-have been informed that traders passing along the road tbrough 
Adansi to Prahsue are interfered with; that I trust tbis is not the case, and that I impress 
upon him the absolu te necessity of permitting the freest use of tbis road to all persons 
who desire so to travel along it for purposes of commerce. 

14. Mr. Brennan is not empowered to inquire into any disputes or to in any way 
enforce any advice he may give. 

15. He is empowered only to offer advice by me (0 those N 9.tive Chiefs with whom 
we are on friendly relations. 

16. He m .. y take with him a sufficient escort to insure respect and to protect him from 
molestation at the hands of any lawless persons whom he may encounter. I should say 



that 12 meu would be sufficient for this purpose; if you think it necessary to add >IX 

more you may do so, but that number must not be exceeded. He will report by post to 
post daily finy information which he m,,)" receive . 

17. I think it will be convenient that the letters should cOllie direct to you, ami from 
you to me, although thi s may cause a certain amount of dehy . 

IS. T bis deby appears t o be insep'ln,hle fro·.1l the prescnt arrangc ment by which the 
head-quarters of tbe consta bulary are at a distance frolll the head .q uarters of the Govern­
ment. It will, howe\,el', pe rmit .'"'>: ' t o becomc acquaillted with Ihe state of atfairs 1Il0re 
proll' pt.Jy t.han YOIl would be if YOll d i,l not receeve intoro,ati,, " lIntil it hUll uecn to 'lie, 
and as it is illlpemtively necessan that an officer shou ld consbntly pat.rol 1:1", Prah road 
between Cape Coas t , Ellllllla, Salt Ponn, and l'rah, ue, es pecially that part of it wbich i., 
situated bey ond l\hllSllO, and as at the presen t momellt it is impcrative th at. thc detach ­
ment at M ansue should be kept up to the full streng-th, and, ir necessa ry , in creasc'd ill 
number, alld fiS the responsibility of this devolves 00 you in the absence of direct 
instructions from me, the arrangement.s by which commuoicatio:1s pass from Prahslle 
tbrough you is for the moment, I consider, the onc most desirable. 

19. I requ est that you will make arrangements to relieve Mr. Brennan in the di s­
charge of this duty if bis health requires that you sbould do so, or if the exigencies of 
the service necessitates some farther arra ngements, and if it sbould be necessary lor you 
to replace him by a junior officer you have my instructions to d irect that officer not to 
cross the Prah. 

The Inspector General, 
&c &c. 

Elmina. 

(Signed) 

Enclosurc 3 ill ~o. 14. 

SAoJUEL RO\n:, 
Go'"ernor. 

A CTING COLONIAL SECRETAIIY I" CHARGE OF NATIVE AFFAIRS, to DrSTllICT CO"'" SSI0NER, 
E lmina. 

Sm, Secretariat, Christiansbol'g", Augu~t 11, 1883. 
I AM directed by his Excellency the Govemor to inform r ou t l: at. he has received 

a letter from t he District COlllmissioner, Cape Coast., 8th August ISt<3, informing 
bim that messengers had come to Cape Coast bearing a messagc to the effect that Coffee 
Kulkalli prc·sented his compliments, and begged to say that the Chiefs ,)f Inquanta, 
Mansue, ond his people were being secrctly helped hy the King of Denkerah in their 
opp"sition to him (Coffee Calcalli) also tbat it was the intention of tire Inqu'nta and 
CODmassie people to send tbe Golden Stool of Coomassie to tbe King of Denker"h 
rather than that it should foil into K alkalli 's hallds, and that if this Stool we,e carried 
into Denkerah tl;e whole of Aslranti \\'ould invade tbat cOllntry to effect its recovery, 
tbus carrying war inlo the British Protectorate. 

2. The statement thu s marle is a very grave one . 
3. His Excelll'ncy requ,os ts that you will at once communicate ill person \I ilb the 

King of Dtnkerah, ,md if yon can spare the time to leave Elminu, thinks it will be \I·ell 
that you should go in person to Jouquah, it is, if I remember righLiy, only some three or 
four hours distant from E lmin a vr, at the most, a day's journey. 

4. If you arc not abJe yourself to do tbis, his Excel lency request.s ,hat yo u will Jay 
this letter before Ihe Inspector General of Constabulary and ask his assi,tance. 

5 . His Excellency desires that "n European officer should go to King Quashie Kaye 
and inform him that you request his presence at Elmina. 

O. On seeing King Qu&.Shie Kaye JOu will in fo rm him that tbis I·eport has been made 
and that his Excellency c, :nsiders it " "cry serio liS matter. 

7. You \\'ill request bim to explain at once if there is au)' foundation for it, and to give 
you the most full and ample information in reference to it. 

R. Yeu will say that Her Maje.ty cmmot pern,it any interference on the part of tbe 
Chiefs within the Protectorate in any of the political t"ansactions of the tribes which nre 
outside its borders. . 

9. You will add that it has heel! found nece,sa,.y, in the interests of the peace of the 
country, to rernove f"om it native Kings and Chiefs who have iuterfered with matters 
which did not concern them, and that his Excellency must insist on receiving from him a 
full explana,iou of any circumstances which mo.y have given risc in any way to this 
report, and that he mmt be 1I .0St careful to at once send all to you any messengers from 
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any native t ribes outside the Protectorate who may come to him in connexion with any 
political matters of any kind, and that he must observe these instructions with greater 
strictness if it be possible with regard to Ashanti than with regard to any other power. 

I have, &c. 
The District Commissioner, 

Elmina. 
(Signed) C. D. T URTON, 

Acting Colonial Secretary in Charge of Native Affairs. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 14. 

ASSISTA.NT COLONIAL SECRETARY to DISTRICT COMMISSIONER, Cape Coast. 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
SIR, A ugust 11, 1883. 

I AM directed by his Excellency the Goveroor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, dated 8th A ngust 1883, in which you informed his Excellency that 
messengers have just arrived from Coomassie bearing a messag~ from Coffee Kalkall i in 
reference to the intrigues which he reports ex ist between the King of Denkera and the 
Chiefs of Inqnanta Mansne, and to an intention on the part of the lnquanta and Mansue 
people to send the G olden Stool to the King of Denkera rather than that it should fall 
into the hands of Coffee Kalkalli. 

2. I am directed to say that his Excellency approves the action which you reported 
in tbe second paragrapb of tbis letter, viz ., that you bave informed the messengers that 
yon could not do anytbing witbout his Excellency's sanction , and that all matters con­
nected with Ashanti were dealt with by tbe Governor direct at Accra. 

3. You will be good enollgh to inform tbe messengers that t beir letter bas been duly 
received by the Governor, that if they had wished to communicate with bis Excellency 
they sbould have proceeded direct to this place instead of to Cape Coast Castle, as they 
were well aware that the Governor of the Colony is at present residing at Accra. 

4. You will add that tbere are good clear roads wbich lead direct to Accra, both from 
Prahsue, Mansue, and from Fanti Van Coomassie, and that by any of tbese roads they 
would bave reached tbis place almost as quickly as tbey cou ld have reached Cape Coast 
Cast.]e. 

5. You are requested to say, if they desire to communicate with tbe Governor, they 
will t ake the readiest way of seeing me. 

Di.trict Commissione r, 
'Cape Coast Castle. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CIUS. D. TlTllTON, 

Assistant Colonial Secretary in Cbarge of Native Affair •. 

No. 15. 

GOYERNOR Sm S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HaN. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received September 19, 1883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My LORD, August 20, 1883. 

IN reference to my Despatch dated August 12th,· viz., the state of affairs 
in Ashanti, I have the bonour to transmit certain papers. 

2. They consist of copies of letters received from tbe District Commissioner, Cape 
Coast Castle, on this subject, a copy of a statement made to me by one Quaco D'lah (a. 
relatil'e. I imagine, of the Quacoe D'lah, who is proposed as King), who is a messenger 
from the Coomassie party. 

3. There are other papers of less moment in tbis question, which I will do my best to 
send on to your Lordsbip with as li ttle delay as is possible. 

4. I learn tbat Assistant Inspector Brennan was already at Cape Coast on his way' to 
Asbanti on Thursday, the 16th. 

5. I have sent a special runner by the inland road to bring me news of his passing by 
Mansue. 

6. Farther messengers will pass along tbe same road to-day from King Tackie of Ace-fa, 
and from me to tbe Chiefs of the towns, with a view to the road being well cleared. 

7. I propose. that Mr. Kirby should start in a day or two for Adansi and perbaps go 
to Akankawassle. . 

• No. 14. 
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8. I regret that time does not permit to write more fully 0 11 t hese matters by thc 
present opportunity. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon . the Earl of Derby, (Signed) SAMUEL lWWE. 

&c. &c. &c. Governor. 

Enclosure I in No. 15. 

The DISTRICT COmllSSIO~En, Cape Coast, to ASSISTANT COLONIAL :)ECItETAnr FOIt NATIVE 
ApYAIRS. 

DlSTURBANCES in ASHA NTI. Act ion fought at BERHI ~ I AN. 

SIll, Cape Coast, August 11, L883. 
I HAn: the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellcncy the 

Governor-in·Chief; that two messengers have arrived from the King of cocoru, bringing 
intelligence at' the greatest importance. 

2. They state the King of Cocofu sent 30 men to assist in protecting Kotfee KalkalJi 
at Berriman, in consequence of the leaders at Coomassie having sent a party of men 
under a Captain called Opokoo, to attack Kalkall i and his party at Herriman. An action 
was fought on Friday the 3rd instant, in which seven of Kalkalli's men were killed, 
though they were evidently victorious, as they pursued the Coomassic men to within one 
mile of the town, takinii Buakie Tintin (Prince Buakie) prisoner. On hi s being taken 
before K alkaili, the ChIefs wanted to kill him then and there, but the King said, that as 
he was his step-father his life should be spared. 

3. The messengers further stale that Kalkalli was about to enter Coomassie, when he 
was met by the Chief Carrier of the Great Stool (who is sacred in the eyes of the people), 
who begged him to forego his purpose, as so surely as he ~ntered the town, Chief Ossoo 
Korkor would destroy the Stool. 

4 . The messengers also say that 08S00 Korkor means to fight again soon, aud that it 
is of the utmost im]?oTtance tbat his Excellency should use his influence to appease the 
Coomassie party wIthout delay if furthe r hloodshed is to be avoi rl ed. 

5. Mr. Ossoo Ansah also says, he is sure his brother will never give in unless strong 
influence is brought to bear from without. 

6. I am sending this letter" Post to Post," as I am doubtiUl wbether there is much 
saving of time in sending a special messenger and the extra expense is considerable, but I 
should be glad to receive his Excellency'S instructions 00 tbis pe>int. 

7. The messengers from Cocofu will wait in Cape Coast. 
I have, &c. 

To the Assistant Colonial 
(Signed) A. NORTH DANIEL, 

District Commissioner. 
SecreIfLry for Native Affairs, Accra. 

P .S.- Mr. Ansah and the King's Linguist accuse a certain man, now at Accrll, 
called Nankwi, of sending false messages to Ossoo Korkor at Coomassie, and beg bis 
Excellency to place no faith in him. 

(Initialled) 

Enclosure 2 in No. 15. 

A .N. D. , 
D. C. 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONEI!, Cape Coast, to AssISTANT SECRETARY FOR NATIVE ApFAIRs. 

MESSAGE from KOFFEE KALKALLT, ASHANTI. 
(Extract.) 

Cape Coast, August 15, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th iust., 

on the above subject, and to acquaint you in reply that his Excellency'S wishes 
shall be communicated to the messengers from Kalkalli, and that in future I will req uc.;t 
all persons bearing messages from the Ashanti country to proceed direct to Accra to 
deliver their messages to his Excellency in person. 

Lance-Corporal Lahan, G.C.O. (Houssa), reached this station yesterday at 12.30 P.M., 

having been only 52 hours on the journey from Accra. He handcd to me the following 
letters:- . 

1. Letter frum the -Assistant Colonial Secretary for Native Affairs. 
1. Letter directed to the Inspector-General, Elmina. 
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I have intimated t he desire of his Excellency the Governor to Prince Ansah that he 
should visit Christians borg Castle at his earlies t convenience. Prince Ansah says he is 
not at all well at present, but will endeavour to leave this place for Accra by the steamer 
after next. 

Enclosure 3 ill No. 15. 
DISTRICT CmIMISSIONEl!, Cape Coast Castle, t.o ASSISTANT ~ECRETARY FOR NATIVE AFf'AIRS. 
SIR, Cape Coast, August 15, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
forwarding a letter to Mr. Ansah, intimating his Excell ency's desire that he 
should proceed 10 Accra by steamer, and req"es ting me to provide a first class passage 
for Mr. Ansah and Mrs. Ansah, and deck passages for two servants. 

2. Mr. Ansah informs me that be wi ll be ready to start by tbe steamer, wbich is 
cxpected to orri"e carly next week, the notice bpin~ too sbort for him to be prepared for 
the steamer hourly expected. 

3. In accordance with bis Excellency's instructions I have perused the letter addressed 
to Mr. Ansah. 

To the Assistant Colonial 
Secretarv for Native Affairs, 

• Accra. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. NORTH DANIEL, 

District Commissioner • 

Enclosure 4 in No. 15. 

~TATE)IENT made by QUACOE DUAH a Messenger from COO)IASSIE. 
Quaeoe Duab states as follo\ys :- 1 am a messengel' from the Chiefs and Elders of 

Coomassic. They send their compl iments to his Excellency the Governor and say that 
llbout a fortnight ago a man named Yaol\' Danie, of Soamey, near Berriman. sent to tell 
the Chiefs that King Coffee Kalli Kalli had marched his people to Inqnanta and Cropor. 

He had fought with the people of those places and caught the Chief:' belonging to 
them, and also a young mau. He brought these people (capti,'es) to Berriman and 
there he killed them. 

His people it was reported were marching to Coomas;ie, so the Chiefs of Cooma5sie 
marched and met Coffee Kall i Kalli and his people at a village called Dadiem and fought 
with him. 

He was detcnted and ran away. 
The victors chased him to Berriman where tbey got a report that a village called 

Tatro was mixed up in it. 
They . wellt to this vill age and found the de"rl bodies of some of the Chiefs of 

Coomassie, abollt eight in number. All these Cbiefs had been sent tu ask the T atro 
Chief which party he belonged to and would join. 

Then the Coomassie people followed the Taffo people and came up with them at 
Konyonasie. 

There was a batt le at that place and tbe Coomassie people were \·ictorious. Two 
Chiefs nOIl,ea Atuahem of Agonah and Yoow Ahoma of Insutah helonging to Coffee 
Kalli Kalli's party met tbeir death here, one bung bimself nnd tbe other blew himself u'p 
with gunpo\Hler. Coffee Kalli K.lli fled away with one of his captains, but they 
pursued them and succeeded in capturing the captain but not tbe King whom they 
expected to get the uext day. 

Prince Buaki was among Ibe Chiefs sent to Taffo but he escaped and is now at 
Coomassie. T he Chiefs of Coomass ie bave caught tbe Chief of Mampon named Coffee 
Agata\\"",fl. 

I CUll,e up as far as Mansue and then passed by the bush rOlla througb Akim to Accra. 
It is nine days ,ince we left CoomRssie. The King of Cocofu sent !L Chief named 
Appal" to belp Coffe(: Kalli Kalli , but many of the Chief's people wer\) killed and he 
himself ran away and escaped. 

(Signed) 
his 

Quacoe X Duah, 
mark. 

Taken before the undel"signed at Chris~innsborg Castle, this 16th day of A uguEt 1883. 
CHAS. D. TuRTON, 

Assistant Colonial Secretru:y 
in cbarge of Na~ive Affairs. 

-~------
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Enclosure 5 in )';0. 15. 

LIST of CHIHS and HEAD,"EN killed by the C HIEFS t\ TUAHEIII and Y AUW AKRO". 
near 'I 'A FFO. 

Town to whioh Dcooll5cd 
be.loogcd. 

InquADta 

Coomllssio 

Crop or 

Town to "'hieb Deceased 
belonged: 

Akropong-

Rn.l.Ik. 

King 

Inspector of HoadM 

II p-ud Chi~f 

Cbief 

Treasurer 

CnptA.in -

Gold TakeI' 

Chief 

Name. 

• [ OW00500 

- ; Ynow I llJ'lcry 
I 

- I Coffee Poku 

- ; Osui ¥1I0W 

! 
Q,lI lIIuin l'ol",,·c 

8.'lnuh l'oku 

YROW Pokll 

Quftbion Abinu. 

QUtlssi Tab .. u 

LIST of PERSONS killed by tbe COO'IASSlE party . 

Rallk. Name. 

Chief AWOD-l it -

Captain Amnnqunh 

Wher<! kiJIro. 

Bn:'Ulan. 

B rcmau . 

Fufuor. 

NAMES of PERSONS who committed sui cide not to he captured by the COO1lASSIE party . 

Town to which ])eccMed 
belong-eel Rank. Nnme. Where killed. 

Agonnh 

Insutah 

King Atuahem ]{anyooaise. 

Tilow Akroma 

CHAS. D. TURTON, 
A ssistant Colon ial Secretary 

in charge of Native Affairs. 

No. 16. 

The RIGHT HON. THg I, ARL OF DERBY to GOVEUNOR Sm S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

SIR, Downing Street, September 24, 1883. 
T HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches· having reference to various 

questions arising out of the preseot state of affai,·. in Ashanti. . 
2. I approve of the steps you have already taken in th e matter, and shall await a report 

of any further actiN} that you may consider desirable. 
I have, &c. 

Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERBY . 

• Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14, 17. 
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No. 17. 

GovmNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received September 25, 1883.j 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My LORD, August 21,1883. 

IN continuation of the subject of my Despatch dated August 20th, 1883," 
viz ., the state of affairs in Ashanti, I have the honour to transmit to your Lord­
ship a copy of the report which Captain Barrow has furnished to me of the mission to 
Ashanti which was undertaken hy himself nnd Mr. Kirby in April last. 

2. I regret that I haye not been able to forward it at an earlier date. 
3. The report gives full details of the movements of the mission from the date on 

which Captain BarrolV and Mr. Kirby left Accra, viz., the 2nd April, up to the time of 
their return on the 21st June. 

4. It is very satIsfactory to find that the party was well received at all the towns 
which they visited. 

5. In paragraph 35 Captain Barrow gives an interesting account of the relationship of 
the royal family in Ash.nti. . 

6. Your Lordsh ip will see that young Quacoe Duah, who appears to be the nominee 
of the Coomassie Ohiefs, and who Captain Barrow ,eems to think is the general 
favourite for the thron e, belongs to the royal family on both sides, and that tbe former 
Kin?;, Koffee Kalkalli, and the King last deposed (Mensah), and the mother of this Quacoe 
Duah, are all children of the same mother. 

7. I att-ach a rough sketch which clearly explains the written description which Captain 
Barrow furnished. 

8. In paragraph 39 Captain Barrow refers to the attack by the Ashankes on tbe 
AnDamaboe fort in 1807, and to the fact tbat as a consequence of a very large fish or 
whale heing seen in t.he sea at tbat t ime, the King, wbo WaS victorious in tbat attack, 
was called" Bonsoo." He states that Mensah, the King wbo was put on the throne 
after L ord Wolseley's defeat of the Ashantis in 1874, WfiS called Bonsoo by tbe people, 
under the idea that he would do as his predecessor had done, and regain the lost power 
of Ashanti, and Captain Barrow states that he was given to understand that war w"~ 
seriously intended 10 1881 at the time of the flight from Coomassie of t.be Gaman 
Prince. 

9. I am much ple.sed to see Capt-aiu Barrow speak so well of the services of Mr. 
Kirhy. 

10. The mission seems to have met with exceptionally trying weather, and to have 
suffered correspondingly. 

1 I. I have tbe houour to attach to this report a precis of contents by Mr. Lagden. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 
Tbe Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, 

&c. &c. &c. 
Governor. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 17. 

COMMISSION to ASHANTEE. 

PRECIS of CAPTAIN BARROW's AsHANTEE REPORT. 

THE Commission, consisting of Captain Barrow, C.M.G., and Mr. Brandon Kirhy 
G.C.C., was despatched by his Excellency Sir Sa~uel Ro~e, in conseq.uen.)~ of rep res en: 
tations by ex-KIng Mensah III J anuary last that' he was 10 trouble Wlth hIS people." 

The obj ects of the Commission were to "sec and to hear" for tbe Governor of the 
Gold Coast the st-ate of things in Ashanti. . 

Started from Accra 2nd April, via. Cape Coast Castle. 
Reached Coomassie 26 APril} . 
Left Coomassie 27 May - Distance about 220 mIles each way. 
Returned to Accra 21 June · 

• No. 15. 
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It rained more or less every day from the 10th April. Roads in very bad state for Went.ller. 
travelling. Ro.~s . 

Country evidently in most unsettled state. From Prahsue to Coomassie, aod 
throughout the kingdom, people were afraid to move from their town. and villages, and People. 
were in a state of anxious political suspense. 

Trade coastwards and internally was at" standstill. Commission met no traders on Trode. 
the road, which wes consequently getting into disorder and becoming overgrown from 
uon-existence of traffic. 

Agriculture and all domestic pursuits were at a deadlock. Thoughts of the future Agtieultor<'. 
seemed to keep all work in suspense. 

On arrival at Coomassie, Commission found that civil war was impending, such beinU' 
due to the deposition of King Mensah, and the difference of opinion as to who should 
succeed to the vacant " stool." 

The candidates for the" stool " are :-
1. Ex-King Osai Mensah, deposed on tlth March 181:!3 by the Elders, Chiefs, and 

people; son of Afuah Cobree and Coffee N'ti. Is a state prisoner, banished to village 
of Abrodie by commAud of the Chiefs. 

2. Ex-King KofEee Kalkali. Elder brother of 0 5S00 Mensah, lives at Akropollg, was 
deposed after Ashanti war of 1874 for abuse of his Chiefs and charging them with 
cowardice before the English army, also for having desecrated the graves of royal fam ily 
at Bantamah. Is stated to be illegitimate; hi. father a coloured trader. 

3. Quacoe Duab, aged 22, nephew of Mensah and Kalkali, grandson of old Quacoe 
Duah, who nominated him at his death in 1867; is of royal lineage. 

a. Majority of people ill favour of Quacoe Duah, but think him rather young. His 
appearance handsome and kingly. I s quiet and intelligent, but not aggressive or 
demonst.rative. Requires a strong hand to guide, and good counsel. 

b. "Mensah's authority quite gone; has few supporters, no money nor property. Is 
irrevocably alienated from the people. 

c. *Kalkali is supported cbiefly by Kings of Agoonah and Insuta . Has many sup­
porters, mostly of the fi libustering type. 

State of 
things nt 
Coomasdie. 

ClLndidates 
fOl'the 
II stoo)." 

Feeliog of 
the people 
towards tbe 
cll.ud idates. 

On hearing the· Commission was en route all proceedings were stayed. Coomassie and First effect 
the" stool" were taken charge of by the hereditary Chiefs and Elders. of the Com­

mission upon 
In a series of palavers with the Chiefs tbe Commission pointed out that its object was people. 

not to interfere, but simply to " see and hear " for Her Majesty's Government., and begged Action of tl," 
for maintenance of peace and quietness pending inquiry and c(>llsideration by the Govern- Commi",ioo. 
ment. After great difficulty Koffee Kalkali and refractory Chiefs were induced to 
suspend all action and refrain from forcible attempts to seize the stool, or from making 
incursions into Coomassie. 

The expressed wish of the people was thal the Governor of the Gold Coast, on hehalf Wishes of 
of the British Government, would either place one person on the "stool " or "dvise the t~. people. 
nomination of one, which would have the effect of settling a question which they were 
unable to settle for themselves. They hope and anticipate that Her Majesty's Govern-
ment will take some such action, and they state that this will be the only solution to their 
troubles and divisions. This expression of feeling was unanimous. 

Opinion of 
tributary 
Chiefs. 

The tributary Kings and Chiefs of Bequoi, Daniasse, Dlldiasse, and Inquanta stated 
their determination not to submit again to the tyrannical rule hitherto adopted by the 
Kings of. Ashantee. 

To stay civil war and fighting for the" .tool," to keep the roads open to trade; to Objects 
maintain order in the country for the can-ying on of commerce and agriculture. i.~;~b~' 

NOTE.-The roads which were denuded of traders when the Commission went to alreruly 
Coomassie were swarming with traders on the return journey, and, on arrival at Cape gained by 
Coast, Captain Barrow was informed that in the interval trade with the interior had the adoeot 
been most extensive. of tbe . . 

20th August 1883. (Signed) GonFREY Y . L AonEN. Comm,s"o •. 

• Both of these ex.Kings are aJleged to have paid tribute to young Quacoe Duah in acknowledgment of his 
rIght to the II et-ool." 

D 4 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 17" 

Th,· Govcrnor's Lodge, ucal' Christiansborg C."le, Accra, 
SIR. July 5, 188·3. 

IN compliance with your Excellency's instructions as conveyed to me in 
th·, iVlemor"ndum accompanying the letter of t.he 30th March last, I embarked on the 
2nd of April together with Assistaut Inspector Brandon Kirby, Mr. Asanti (my 

. interpreter). and our servants on board the mail steam ship" Kinsembo" then lying in 
the Accra roads, and arrived in the ancllOrage off C.pe Coast dllrillg the afternoon of 
thc 4th of Apr il , when I disembarkell and proceeded to visit the District Commissioner 
at Cape Coast, to whom I related the object of my call ing, who thereupon took the 
necessary measure., for thc coll ection "f thc hammock men and carriers requil'ed for the 
use of the mission to the intcrior which your Excellency had entrusted to my c" r~. 

2. At daybreak the follow ing 1ll0rnin)1 (the 5th of April), MI'. Br,lOdon Kirby started 
for Elmina to arrange for the escort of dl)Ussas, consisting of-·-

I sergeant major, 
2 sergean ts, 
2 corporals, 
1 bugler, 
:32 ruen , 

which was to accompany us to Coomassie and bRck, being sent over to Cape Goast to 
be placed under his command. This escort arrived at Cape Coast at 6 o'clock p.m. on 
the 6th of April, when }Ir. Brandon Kirby took charge of it . 

0. During the interval the presents for the Native Kings and Chiefs were selected 
and packed; the hammock men and carriers were engaged. 

4. Acting upon the verbal authority of your Excellency given to me just before 
embarking, I secured the additional services of another interpreter, Mr. E. A. Sago, 
of Cape Coa,t ; as it afterwards tr:)ospired the services of this interpreter were in great 
requisit.ion, and I cannot expres; my gratitude sufficiently for your Excellency'S thought­
ful con~ideration jll thus increasing: my facil it.ies 101' gaining information. 

5. ~OOIl aitcr daylight on the 7th of April the start from Cape Coast was made, and 
at about noon tbe same tlay we reacbed Akroful, where we holted and made arrange­
ments to stay for the night. The heat throughout the day was very great. The men 
not having ,ettletl down to their work, anti beiug out of condition, many of them 
sufferd and were knocked up by it. 

6. At daylight all the following morning- ::i unday-the 8th of April , we resumed the 
road, aud, arriving at, Yan Kooma;sie Fantee in the afternoon, halted (or that night, all 
of us having felt the I,eat, wb ich was greater than I can remember hnving experienced 
beru re on this coast; it seemed more try ing than the heat of the Red Sea in the hot 
season. . 

7. We , tarted again on Monday, the 9th of April, at daybreak, and arrived at Mansne, 
where we occupied the Government quarters recently erect~d at that station. '" e left 
Mall sue on the 1lI0rning of the lOti. of April, with tbe intention of sleeping at Yan­
koomassie Assin , but u tornndo, with beavy rain, set in towards tbe afternoon, wetting tiS 

through and through, obliging us to break the journey at ::iutah, where we slept, and 
c,,;; tinuen our n",rei! to Yaukoomassie Assi" aD tbe mOl niug of the 11 th of April, arriving 
at I'mhsue in th" afternoon of tbat day. That day we experienced more heavy rain, 
ano met with an accident tlUI'i",; the pa» agc of a bridge, wbicb fell away suddenly, 
precipitating two of Ill)' hllOlOlockmen, wbo were carrying me at the time, in to· the 
swollen tOi rent below, but they ,,,ere, 1:owe,,('1", re scurd by tbeir comrades. The disaster 
wa", In m)' opinion, entirely dlle to the nDusually wet senson, and iu no way reflected on 
the construction of the bridge. Beyond Ihis I noted nothinf( remarkable. except tbe 
au. ence on the road throughout the whole rontc from Cape COllst of all traders; not. one 
single individual ditl we meet eX"cpt a policem,m here and there Oil duty, and I think a 
Houssa of the constabulary proceeding on leave to the Coast from Prahsue frontier 
station. 

8. An hOllr after arriving at Prahsue, and when we had established ourselves for tlie 
night in tbe quarters of the otlicer commanding the detachment of Houssas at that 
station a btavy downpour of rain set in, with thunder and Iight.ning. Our baggage, 
althougb placed as we all thought in a dry place, was mostly saturated by the force of 
the min, wbich was uDusual ly He,·ere. We protected ourselves from it by stretchillg 
waterproof sbeets over our beds . Assistant.Inspector George Brennan, of the Gold 
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Coast Constabulary, was the officer in charge ilere. He did evel'ything he cou1<1 to assist. 
the cause of the mission. 

9. On the 12th of April Mr. Brandon Kirby and lIlyself were attacked with fcrer (my 
r.rs~ (,nc) , " hieh compelled (IS to keep our heds; in this state of affuir" and , beillg WIth­
out a medical otlicer, Mr. J3rpnnan, who hpt his heahh, proved of ~reat service, for he 
nursed us both, anel deserves favourable mention to ),our Excellency for having tIone so. 
Mr. Brandon Kirby soon got better, uut it wus not until the I ith of April t.hat I had 
recoveretI mtliciently from the lowering effects of the fever to proceetI ncross t.he ril'er 
l'rah, which we crossed that day, encountering lIlore heavy rain, and lon·ing us to make 
1111 early !lalt at a small village called Essiaman. Leaving E95iallwn early on the l i'lth of 
April we arrived at a srtlall place called Kiobosu, which is not marked on my map, antl 
here another strong tornado, with sheets or rain , forced .nnther early halt for that 
night. 

10. Lea"ing Kiobosu at six o'clock a.m. on the 19t.h of April we arrived at FOlllllla"ah 
at about 12 o'clock noon , Owing to the large qnalltities of rai n that h.tI fallen, the 
Ilrdinory swamps were turned into floods of no mean dimensions, whilst the many trecs 
that had been-blown down across our line of path rendered our progress vcry slow 
indeed, and hence we werc unable to observe the itinerary distances as laid down before 
leaving Christiansborg. The weather was doubtless unusually rough, as testified by the 
lnrge qu~ntities of surface water we passed through, and the havoc done to the forest 
trees. We were told afterwards that it was worse than had been known since thc 
year ISi3. 

The ascent of the Moins)' Hill was, as a result, more difficult than usual. 
11. The reception accorded to us by King Inkansah, of Adansi, at Fornmnnah, the 

capital town of A dansi, was the best that he could give. There was firing of guns, and 
an assemblage of as many of his Chiefs as he could gather together in the sbort space of 
time which elapsed between his hearing that we were on the road 1nd our appcaring in 
his town. It was reported to me that the disturbed state of Ashantce seriously perplexed 
and trou bled the Adansis, who regarded the mission as the possible preventative of ~. 
great impending calamity, and as the only means of bringing about a restoration of 
order. 

This was cheering and encouraging to us in our moist condition from mutI and 
water, and stiniulated us to push on through adverse circumstances of weatber, uut 
during our stay in Fommanah the rain fell heavier than usual, which delayed us tberc 
longer than I had intended. This delay was after allincky, as it enahled me to gather 
information which disclosed the circumstance that some of the roads in that, the Adansi, 
country were" stopped," closed altogether against trading operations. Before leaving 
th<; town the ref Ole I had an interview with King Inkansah and drew hi s attention and 
also. that of his Cbip-fs who were present to the disturbed state of their neighbouring 
country, Ashantee; and impressed upon them how needful it was for all of them to 
abstain from any conduct wbich might in any way compromise the present position of 
affairs,. and I implored them to open their road. in the interest of trade and civilization . 
It was reported to me that some Adansies had plundered traders on t.be open road" and 
that thele was a dread on the part of some people to travel tbe Adansie pat hs. The 
King and Chie!s denied any knowledge of this state of things, and since then I bll"c 
been confirmed in the opinion formed at the moment that these robberies which produced 
stoppages of the roads were the acts of "young men " possessing a little education, 
absentees from our towns on the coast line, who had settled themselves in the village.; 
round about, levying black mail (" settling palavers" as it is called locally) upon the 
more inoffen.ive and innocent dwellers in the villages by representing themselves as 
armed with some kintI of authority from our Government, which these simple and un­
suspec~ing villager. believed, and therenpon admitted them to tbeir private meetillgs 
placing implici.t confidence in all that they told them, supplying them with food antI 

, money io return find paying the greatest respect to their e"il and corrupt counsels. 
Thus these villagers were of len led astray un,l often into rebellion and hostility with 
their lawful pr properly conslitutetI King and Clliefs. A discharged Fantee policeman 
who when serving may hAve happened to have gone to these people on duty is the 
instrument usually selected by tbese scholars to accompauy them to the scene of their 
depredations, chosen because he will oc recognised by the native people there as one 
who ,,'as in the Government service, and so by them is therefore presumably thought to 
ue so still; hence the credence bestowetI 011 thc fabrications of the "scholar." In the 
Ashantee count.ry, as I afterwards heard, there arc many of this sect of people scattered 

. Ol'er its provincial tow~s and villages doing 8 vast lot of harm to the extensLOn of trade; 
b'Jt in the present state of the Ashantee country I am sorry to say as I ~fterwards found 
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it would bc difficult to uenl witb them; the obstacle being the absence of supreme ruling 
authority in the country. 

1:2. King Inkunsah of Adansie and his counsellors thereupon volunteered to sen.d 
messengers to all their Chiefs and headmen ncar and distant to keep a steady careml 
watch on these" young men" (" scholars" and their ex·Fantee policeman accompli~es) 
who are all more or less brigands, huving nothing to lose but life itself, of which, bein~ 
cowards, they are very tenacious, yet something to gain hy inciting rebellion, Ollt of 
which arises stoppages of roads, with the robberies and plunders wh ich support their 
malignant existence. 

1:.1. Having again represented all these matters to Inkansah, reminding him that as he 
was K iog of his own country he should exercise authority nnd dominion over his subjects 
and those who elected to sojourn in the country which acknowledged his rule ~s King, 
and that he should have the courage and heart to hunt for and detect these eVIl-doers, 
uringing them to justice, aided by his Chiefs, and punishing t hem accordingly, he con­
fided to me that he did not know he had the power to do so, that is to say, he and his 
advisers were impressed with the false Dotion that because these "scholars" were 
regarded as in the government service no authority save and except that of the Govern·· 
ment of Her Britanr,i c Majesty on the coast could inflict punishment upou them. How­
ever, I disauused their minds of such erroneous impressions, convincing I,im that these 
scholars were cheats and impostors, not government employes at all, and urged him to 
ue weak and feeble no longer, to exercise the power and authority vested in him as King 
of hi s own country, to keep all the bye-roads open, 10 encourage traders passing throuo-h 
his kingdom to confidence by not allowing tbem to he molested on their journey, to se~d 
his people down to the coast to the merchants for trading purposes in hundreds, not in 
tens, and that then his country would prosper beyond what it had done before. I con­
cluded by saying, "Do ,,1I these things wh ich I tcll yo u to do, bnt cut off no heads, and 
" thcn the Goveroor on the coast wili be your friend more than ever, a friend to whom 
" 'you enn apply for advicc <It any time you may want it." 

[t is prett.Y evident to me that t he King will endeavour to rouse himself from the 
illlbecility of hi s nature, and tbat if a periodical lesson of tbis kind could be judiciously 
administered to him and his Chiefs, I think a much better, more salutary tone would 
probauly soon pervade Adansie, nnu extend itself to the neighbouring countries outsine 
that kingdum. 

14 . It was t he 2 1st of April hefore we could leave FOlUmanah on account of the very 
heavy rain which had been falling, stopping our progress, but it cleared up during the 
night of the 2tlth. The morning of the 21st hroke fine and fair, and the journey was 
resumed through water, seldom les, than knee deep, to Amoaful, where we arrived at 
1.:10 p.m. Here we discovered the King of Bequoi, who having beard that we were on 
the road, CIIIllC over from bis capital town, named Bequoi, in state to meet us. The 
firing of gUlls commenced as I entered the town, and it lVas accompanied by blowing of 
horns alld tomtoming in our hononr, and lasted until after dark. The King was 
handsomely dre,sed, and almost literally covered with gold ornaments. He was seated 
under the ,hade of a tree, surrounded hy his Chiefs and officers of his household . The 
Chiefs of Dadiassie (province of Kokofu), and Daniassie, wbich was under Coomassie 
town hcforc the rebellion, were also in the town waiting to see us. The first which I 
selected to present myself to, aceompaniecl by Mr. Kirby, was the King of. Bequoi. 
Advancing consequently to tbe spot where he was seated as just described, he and J 
,hook hands together, which operation of native ceremony was repeated by him and Mr. 
Kirby, upon my introducing the latter to the King, who iu turu presented his usseml.led 
Chiefs to us, t"R:ether with many members of h's family, with all of whom we each 
shook hands. 1 his was 1\ purely formal meeting, nothing was said at it heyond this, that 
the King expressed great pleasure and satisfaction at our visit; his face was beaming wit.h 
delight to think that a mission had beeu despatched to Coom8ssie. If the King of 
Adl\nsi was fervent as to the good the mission would do this King was equally so. When 
the shaking hands ceremony was over we retired to the shade of another tree not far off, 
and there seated in our chairs, receiveu the return visits of t.he King, .his Chiefs, officer.;, 
and members of his tinnily; more shaking of banns took place. In he procession which 
thus filed past ItS thc Killg uppeareu conspicuous al)QI'e all ot.hers by his hnnusome 
appearance and by the large quan tity of Itold ab?ut !,illl exposed as armlets, gold 
anklets, finger rings, and head orll amcnls; the musIc ot t ile hol'lls aut! tomtoms was 
deafening'. yct it was Ull intnesting spectad 0 us illust.rative of tbe sutisfactiou with which 
the mission Wl\.~ regarded by this powerful chiet'tl\in iu the first largp, town we bad 
reached ill thc Ashantee country, t ben in declared open rebellion against Coomassit>. 
He danced beJore me, which siguified, liS your Excellency well knows, that he desired 
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t.o pay me the' highcn compl itllcnt he cou ld Ofll~r. \\'hcli th L'~(, cC'rcllwllial uiJsr l'\~an('cs 
with the Bequoi Kin O' and people were over I wcnt to a spot under another tree In the 
town (Amonful), wh~re n large number of people were sitting around the Chicf of 
Dadinssie (who was in revolt with his immediate master the King of the province of 
Kokofn as also with the Ash~ntee kingdom itself). 

This Chief was a wai ting a visit f,·OUl me; he had been kept waltmg longer than I 
liked, but there was no help for this, as I told him, which he readily acknowledged . 
With tbis Cbief similar native fornJs and rites had to be gone through, hut they rlici 
not occupy so much time, and being terminated r must confess to a feeling of relief; 
llS it then enabled us to go to th~ resid.ence "ppcinted for our occupation to havc our 
hreakfast, which we had been kept waiting for until after 3 o'clock in the nftern oon, 
having since OUl' previous meal of that day waded through nearly 18 mil es of slimy 
rancid mud and watel' of various depths, the narrOlVness of tbe path and tbe choking 
matted character of tbe "e.~etation which l in"d 01' obstructed the road making it impene­
trahle for hammoek tl'nvelling. It was often a matter of astonishment to me how the 
native people with their loads ever could get tbrough sucb patbs; but perhaps the 
truth was tbat the road bad been so long denuded of traders and travellers on account 
of the troubled state of Ashantee, that it had not been used for a long time, and thus 
had got into tbis dreadful state. It wa5 not surprising, therefore, that Mr. Kirby bad 
rather a bad fever, and was quite unable to hold up his head during tbat evening and 
throughout the following day. After breakfast ancl at about .! o'clock on the afternoon 
of this day, I haa. another interview with the King of Bequoi, who had wa ited in the 
town expressly; it was then that I told him that I had been sent by your Excellency 
to obtain informa: ion as to the' ciS: l:1'hrn <tote of the Ashantee cowltry; he repeated 
what be had said two hours earlier, that he was th,u,kful to the Govel'llment for what 
it had done, because he said it was the only way of putting tbe country straigbt again , 
but at the same time he informed me that notbing would induce him ever agai ll to se rve 
under King .M ensah 01' "ny King of A shan tee, whether he was a good 0)' bad ruler. 
This undoubted batred of the Coomassie King wns founded on tbe circumstances, as be 
informed me, that when his uncle died he himse lf, as heir to the "stool" of Bequoi, 
sent. messengers to King Mensah to inform him of the deatb , a custom which is usual, 
for the body cannot according to " custom" be buried until the supreme King of the 
country has beeh made acquainted with the fact of the death. I do not say that tbis 
caused the Bequoi King's revolt, hut it certainly engendered a very had feeling. King 
Mensah, instead of acting in the usual manner towards the relatives of the dead. whicb 
is customary in such cases, viz ., sending tbe messengers hack with a royal cloth and 
some gold to put on the body to be enclosed in the coffin and buried with the body, 
sent the messcngers back saying he wt)uld send to him in 40 days' time. This was an 
insult, inasmuch as until the cllstomary royal cloth and tbe gold had been received 
nobody could without violating" custom" put any cloth or gold on the body, which 
would consequently remain nncoffined, unburied, and become decomposed. This affront 
was looked upon by the nephew, the present King of n~lJuoi, as an outrage upon his 
family which was unforgiving, not only so far as he himself was personally concerned, 
but implacable to the other members of the royal family of Bequoi and to the Bequoi 
people, his subjects also. The hody was accordingly buried after a time without any 
observance of the usual nati ve .. custom" from the Ashantee monarch. The present 
King. the nephew, was then put on the" stool " of Bequoi (about two years ago), and 
r was informed that be bad never been to Coomassie to do homage, as is the wonted 
"custom." One of his grievances wa< that some of his villages had revolted against 
him ; he persevered in requesting me to induce them to return to their all egiance to 
him, hut 1 reminded him that he was King of his own country. and tbat as S\lch he had 
power to control them and all evildoers inside his kingdom who transgressed his 
country's laws. I told him tbat as he had the power be oJlght to exercise it, and 
tllat it should he exerted witbont undue severity, and most certainly withont in~is­
criminately cutting otf his people's beacis if he desired to be on terms of friendsbip 
with the British Government. When he complained that this revolt in his own country 
had caused several of. bis roads to be closed to traders, I told him I was very sony to 
hear it, and tbat it woule! not do at all to allow things to go on in that way, and that the 
sooner he r~medied them the sooner your Excellency would be pleased with Lim. I said 
to him "Did no& the Governor ~end you a handsome cloth the other day?" He 
answered that tbat was so, and that he was very prond of it. "There arc more like it 
" where that one came from, but you cannot hope to see them if your roads are closed 
.. to trade with the coast; enforce the opening of the road.," I said, "and send your 
" . pe'ople down 1.0 tne coast for trading purposes. I am now passing on to Coo massie, 
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" but ~h;lll rcturn t.hrough this town, and shall then be glad to See you no-aill , whcn 1 
" trust to lcarn th:lt you will hUI'e restored your authority over your subject~ and open ed 
" all roads in your kingdom for trade with the coast towns." On my return, after an 
absence of nearly six weeks, I found matters were not quite slraight, bLlt at the same 
time he had induced the opeLlin~ of some of the roads, which was a great thiug, and a 
good brisk trade was going on, but he murmured much over one source of troubl e, and 
that was the action of a" young man," a scholar from Anamaboe, who was hanginn­
abollt some of his villages encouraging rebellion. M.Y r.clvice to him was to 1llal'cb a~ 
armed force and secre tly surronnd the village this man was in before daylight and cap~ur~ 
hilll, keeping him a prisoner in " I()g" until satisfactory recognisances wen, entered into 
that conditional on hi s release he would never re-enter his kingdom again. Kin" Osai­
YaolV, for that is his name, intimated his intention of gil·ing this piece of advice p~acti cal 
for lll , and left me much elated. The secret oozed out though, and the" ye ung ' man" 
broke away ann fled to me, not for protection, but to argue it out with me as to his 
ueterruination to do whatever he liked in the Bequoi country, it not beiog unuer British 
rule. His speech was concluded almost before it began by my telling him that I enter ­
tained serious thonghts of putting the handcuffs on him and taking him down a 
prisoner myself. Observing that this haJ t~ken the desired effect on this unwise 
" young man," I went further and remarked to him that, upon second thoughts and more 
mature consideration, perhaps the better plan would be to order him to be sbot on th t' 
spot at once, for that he, being a British subject, had confesssed to the crime of stirring 
up strife and di ssension amongst the people of a country whose King was iu friendly 
alliance with the Government which had so often extended protection to him, and had 
probably educated him to the knowledge he then obtained. He crayed and begged for­
giveness, volunteered to return to the village in Bequoi he had heen living in, to pack 
up his things and repair that very morning to Anamaboe, his resident tOl"l'n on the coast, 
utteriog solemn assertions that he would not retul'll to the Bequoi land after he I, ad 
removed hi s things away from it. He had been either a IIoussa trader or a IIoussa sla\'e 
purchased by some one on the coast (was never in the Houssa force). His name was 
SiJ·ob. Information reached me afterwards that the man really had kept his word 
and left Bequoi, as he said he intended doing. I hope it is true, but there is no 
believing anything one hears in these parts. In India many half-educated people of this 
class have from timc to time given the Indian Goverument much trouble by going 
amongst the peasantry in remote districts, where the face of the white officer has beeli 
seldom seen, preaching discord and dissensioo, just as these" scholars" do herc. 

15. I have already stated in paragraph 14 that Kiog Mensah of Ashantee, upon 
receiving news of the death of the old King of Bequoi in the form in which such event, 
are communicated in the Ashantee country, sent a discourteous reply by the messengers 
who had horue him the news, which was most hurtful to the fef'lings of the Bequoi 
people and to the deceased King's relatives inclnding Osai Yaon', the nephew, the 
present King, but I did not discover that this was the reason for the revolt of Bequoi 
against the Coomnssic ruler, but apprehend from all I was enabled to gather togethel' 
titat this reyolt of Beqnoi was the result of a determination on the part of the King- of 
Bcquoi to thrcw off' an allegiance to a yoke uncleI' which his country had never pros­
pered, in favour of an adoption of the more civi lised and just laws of the constitution 
which he had heard the people enjoyed who lived Oil the other side of the Prah nnder 
British rule. His observation repeated a dozen times at least was " r and my people, 
" wc all wish to be under the British Government." 

16. The Chiefs of Dadiassie (Kokofu Province) and of Daniassie (under Coomassie 
town) both made the same remark, viz., that they wished" to come under the British 
Government." But their reasons were different; Amnafa, Chief of Dacliassie, com­
plaiued that the rule of Ashantee was so cruel and severe t.hat he could serve under it 
no longer, and npon no account would he ever serve under any King ill all iance with the 
Ashantee monarch either now or hereafter. He informed me that his immediate King. 
Osai Yaow, King of Kokofu, was in the habit from time to time of disclosing to King 
Mensah of Ashantee the names of people in Kokofu Province who had mnd" money 
(" riches "), that then King Mensah wonld devise some pretext to find fault with them as 
a justification from his point of view for the imposition of a fine upon them, and ' that 
when the fine thus inflicted was paid, Mensah returned one half thereof to Osai Yaow, 
retaining the other half himsel[ The Chief quoted one notable instance in which his 
own son Prince Coffee Krah, n rich man, had recently been lined 1,800 dollars by 
MOllsah , the finc hnl'illlr been paid on a trClmped up nccus,\t iot!; the di stribution of the 
p,uceed, took place ns described. Loc,dly Co.ree Krah is spoken of as a nch nmll, aM It! 
on a subsequent occasion Coffee Krah hiillllClI personally confirmed this version of his _ 
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having been fineel for uothing, and told me himself tbat hc paid it to save trouble and 
annoyance. 

The Chief of Datliassic, quoting his own words as rendered to ·TIlC by the interpreters, 
said impressively, " I am tired of being plundered and pillan-ed," and added, "I ask for 
" that iutercession froll! the British Governmcnt which wITI be a 'back-stay' against 
" such tyranny." And he proceeded to say that unless he was freed from such oppres­
sion be would run away with all his people to the coast, where he would settle and live. 
I told him there were two sides to every question, and that I should endcavoul· to 
ascertaiu what the King· (Mensah) said. Meanwhi le, I observe.I, " You arc makinn­
" matters worse thau they need be by closing- your roads against all t rade with th~ 
" coast, which docs harm to yourself, to the people who are under YOII, and I hcar t.hat 
" you ale preparing to attack Osai Yaow, your King, by force of arms, which means 
" bloodshed, and can neye r make you a King; refrain fro", all the," bad wap, leave 

your King aloue unless he attacks you, open ),our roads amI encourage trade with the 
, coast towns." 

We separated ; he was remarkably fl·iendly as I left, and said, " I like what you tell 
" me, but tell Osai Yaow not to attack me. The roads shall all be opened ." Sub­
sequently I dis~overed tbat be had opened bis roads as promised. Tbe number of 
villages under tbe Dadiassie Cbief whi"h had joiued in his reyolt was nearly IOU, but 
tbere were no means of arriving at their populations, or even at judging of their sizes. 

17. The Chief of Daniassie, Awoosoo, describe,1 his town as being one day to the 
north of Amoaful near Coomassie, but off' the main road. Seven under Chiefs bad 
joined him, and the number of bis yillages in revolt was 13. He said be was once one 
of the principal Chiefs under King MensalJ, but tbat ever since tbe accession to tbe 
"stool" of tbat monarch he had been the victim of never ceasing fines, which had 
reduced him to abject poverty. "Look at me," he said, "I have no gold on me, for 
" Mensah the King has even taken that:' Under no pretence wbatsuever would he 
ever serve tbe Ashantee King again, or any King of Coomassie, and added that unless 
he was released from such cruel tyranny he would move down to tbe coast with all his 
people as refugees. It was impossible to look at tbis Chief alld listeu to his bewailings 
without being subdued into a feeling of some sympathy for him, whether he had merited 
the harsh conduct of King Mensab or not. J reminded him that I bad merely come to 
his couutry to · gain information for your Excellency as to tbe disturbed state of 
Ashantee and that as I had written down what he had related to me, the best thinn­
prohably ·for him to do unuer the circumstances "as to remain perfectly quiet until w~ 
knew more. This interview with )\ woosoo, Chief of Daniassic, concluded my duties ill 
the town of Amoaful, which I left therefore on the morning of tbe 23rd of April, and 
arriving at the village of Agemmamu found Osai Yaow the King of Kokofu aud the 
Qneen (his wifc) a,vaitiug my arrival. They had come across country to see me, 
accompanied by 1\ few of their adherents, having heard from Inkansah, King of Adansie, 
that I was on the road. He is an old man, and impresses one as possessing superior 
abilities to most native Chief,. We had a very 10llg interview, for it extended over man,· 
hours. Of' ecur;c he was anxious to hear what I was going to Coomassie for; at unce ··r 
!'ave .him an outliue ~or my being sent, but made. hin.' clearly ~nderstand that he was not to 
\magwe that tbe BritIsh Government was IOterienng LO the affairs of Ashantee, or thal it con­
templated doing so. He understood this explanation, and expressed himself thankful that 
the mission had been sent, as it was the only way to arrive at a true knowledge of the theu 
present position. He complained of tbe conduct of his Chief Amuafa of Dadiasse in 
having revolted, and denied thut any hardship had bccn inflicted upon him or cause 
given for his taking such a course, unless it were that the King, Mensah of Ashantee, had 
fined him for having committed two human sacrifices. I teld Osai Yaow the King 
that I was not prepared to go into the matter of the cause of quarrel between himself 
and his Chief amoafa which had resulted in the latter's revolt; at the same time I was 
ready to listen to anything he wisbed to communicate to me for your Excellency'S 
information . It was self evident lhat it would he usel~ss to attemnt to discover the 
cause of quarrel between tbem, and I did not tberefore pursue the matter any further. 
The King then . said that the country was in a bad state and tbat he hoped your 
Excellency would put some King on the" stool" of' Ashantee in order tbat all the 
suho!·din"te Kings and Chiefs migbt live at peace wit h tb. King of their country, and 
with one /lnother, and that order and stability roay be restored by those in rehellion 
being induced to come back again under their former allegiances. I reminded him of 
that which I had previously impressed upon him, viz., tbat t he British GoverDlOent by 
sending me up to gain information were not thereby to be looked upon as interfering in 
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the affairs of Ashantpc; to which he repl ied" I quite understand that, bnt there can be 
" no harm done in your informing the Governor what I say and tbat 1 bc.~ of him to 
"interfere." He tried vpry hard to induce me to agree to send meSS~IJgcrs to his 
Chief Amuafa requesting him to rcturn to his allegiance to him, but I declined. We 
parted on "ery friendly terms and he told me he should try and meet me in Coomassie. 

18. Before nightfall on that day, the 23rd of April, I despatched a messenger i.o 
Cflomassie, accrcdit.ed !o whomsoever might be in charge of that town, announcing the 
circumstallce of my bemg at Agemmamu, and tbat I should leave that place on the tben 
morrow for Karsi, with the intention of visiting Coomassie. That messenger took a brief 
outline of the object of my mis~ion, whicb was eompre8'ed into as few words as possible, 
and was as follows :-" My compliments to the great Chiefs ill cbarge of the town, nlso 
" to the Elders and Cbiefs of the town, and say tbat tbeir friend, tbe Governor of the 
" Gold Coast, had sent me in answer to messages he had received from King 

Mensah, to ascertain the true state of the Ashantee Kingdom, aod rej-'lrt to him upon 
" the present difficlllt.ies, but nobody iu Coomassie 01' anywhere else was to suppo~e tbat 

because I had been sent that therefore the British Government were going to accede 
" to any wishes of King Mensah or to interfere in Ashautee affairs, or t.hat the Govern­
.. ment would do anything in the quarrel between the King' and his people, the visit 

being made solely for the purpose of gathering information. Many of the Chief, arc 
personally known to me, all are by report. I knew some of tbem 21 years ago at 

" Cape Coast Castle. I shall be glad to meet them all in Coomassie, and I expect to 
receive there a kind welcome at tbeir hanus for myself, tor Mr. Kirby, and tbe whole 

" of my party." I caused the messenger to learn tbese words and to understand tbem 
thol'Oughly, an' gave him strict unmistakeable injunctions (0 say these words anel these 
words only, supplying notbing from his own head. 

19. Upon our arrival at Daydaysuwah the man met me returning from Coomassie, 
bringing messages of welcome fi'om those amongst the Chiefs and others wbo had known 
me in the year 1881, and who were on tbe coast then, as also from others of whose 
whereabouts 01' places of exile (if any) I had not before the slightest notion , no snch 
desirable information being ob tainable on the road up through the close blockade exercised 
over Coomassie, excluding nIl communication with its immediate outer world. It was 
unknown to me whether these Chiefs were on the side of the King, or whether any had 
taken part with the rebels. T he messenger added that he was desired by the Elders 
anr! Cbiefs to ask me to send a message to the King Mensah, who was living in retirc­
ment in a village the other side of Coomassie, which I afterwards learnt was called Abrodie, 
bidding him t.o come into Coomassie to meet me, anu went on to tell me that the Chiefs 
told him tbey would send for him themselves, but they were afraid if they did so that the 
young men of the town might treat him with violeuce and " Aog him." This was the 
first trustworthy intelligence I had received of the dethronement of Mensah and the loss 
of his authority. Had I sent such a messenger to Mensah at Abrodie it naturally 
occurred to me tbat the very act of doing so might be liable to the interpretation that I 
had been sent up to restore him to the post he had lost; therefore, I declined to do so, 
and scnt my messenger (the same mau as before) back into CooOlassie to thank them for 
the messag'e of welcome they had sent me by him, and to say that I should not d~spatch 
anyone to Mensah, giving no reasons for sucb decision. 

20. On the 24th of April tbe man again returned, meeting me in the village of 
Kal'si, accompanied by Bussumburu, who was on the coast with the Ashantee embassy 
in the troubles of two years ago. Eussumburu was delighted to see me, and was full 
of expressions of thankfulness to your Excellency for having sent me up. He also 
knew 1\1r. Kirby, whom he had seen in 1881 when on the coast, and was extremely 
gratified at meeting him. again; they seemed to be capital friends. He broug'bt me a 
message of welcome from the great Chiefs Asafu Buaki, Owusu Kokor, the two Chiefs 
in charge of the town, likewise from the elders Buaki (Tintiu) (husband of the Queen 
Mother), Bene, Entchwie, and others, and stated that the elders aud other represen­
tative authorities in the town had sent {or the King Mensah, that he would be in 
Coomassie that same day, and asked me not to enter the town until tbe day following 
the then morrow, as they wished to make preparations for our reception. He assured 
me that no riot or disturbance would take place in tb~ town, that all my party would 
be perfectly safe in it, and that all were rejoicing at your Excellency having sent some­
one to them. There were not exactly any grounds for anticipating aUJthing npproa(;hing 
subtle or bad treatment of our puty; at the same time it was not to be r!ismis~ed from 
my mind that we were nearing, and were about to enter, a large city whicb had sacl'i-
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ticed i:s regal authority, and was in rebellion with all the towns and villages which had 
lain in our route up to it, who had all rceived us with such honest hearty welcome 
nnd kindness; moreover, it was n city LCnowned in it~ government for every piece of 
artifice, decei t, and cunning which is pos~ible for tbe most prolific imagination of evil 
to conjure up, and 1 certainly felt more relieved in the situation after I had seen Busum. 
buru and had his assurance that all would be safe. Before I allowed him to leave me 
"pon his return to Coomassie I took care to instruct him in tbe o~ject of my being sent 
to them and impressed it fi rmly upon him, requesting him to bear what I was snyinp; to 
him to the Elders and Chiefs when he first saw them, so that there should be no mistake, 
eVllsion, or cavil upon the mbject of' the aim of my mission to them at any time here. 
after, that object being as was expressed in the words of my message despatched from 
Agelllmamu and already mentioned in paragraph 18. He clearly understood it, and 
had evidently done so on that messenger's first arrival in Coo massie, and all the Chiefs, 
he said, comprehended it also. 

21. All the towns and villages throughout our route, from Esang Quantah to Karsi 
included, had revolted against the King (Mensah), but in each one, as I have said 
already, we were received with the most kind welcome and attention, presents of country 
produce and firing of guns in honour of our visit being extended to us in nearly every 
single instance. At tbe same time the whole of tbe distance from the Prah to this 
evinced a total absence of traders and of persons passing up and down the road owing 
to the fear felt by the people of leav ing their dwellings and their families durin" the 
prescnt disorgan ised and unsettled state of affairs in the Ashantee coun try. 0 

22. On the 26th of A prj] we started from Karsi at about seven o'clock jn the 
morning, a~d after halting for some already prepared breakfast under a tree just outside 
Coomassie, where we exchanged our travelling costumes for 0111' uniforms, we arrived in 
the town at about 10 a,m. The Chief Bussumburu met us at the edge of the town, and 
escorted us to the quarters which had been appropriated for our occupation . A little 
later on we proceeded to tbc King's Hill, a high central part of this large West African 
town (vide map of Coomassie, which Mr. Kirby was good enuugh to make for me), under 
escort of the Houssa detachment commanded by Mr. Kirby. On this hill the Elders and 
Chiefs, having previously assemhled there, we went throngh the usual ceremonial 
formality of " 'shaking hand.," which occupied a considerable time, so that, together 
witb that occasioned by the return visit upon myself, it was nearly six o'clock p.m. before 
we got back to onr quarters. This reception was most welcome and hearty. The 
firing of guns was continuous throughout the day's performance in honour of us, and in 
testimony of the satisfaction felt at our having visited the capital. The whole town was 
en fete in demonstration of the joy they felt at someone having been sent to them in 
their trouble. King Mensah was absent in reti rement at his village called A brodie, r 
learnt privately. that the Elders and Chiefs had decided, on the return to them of 
Bussumburu from visiting me at Karsi, not to send for Mensah. Upon looking furtber 
into this it was ascertained that they had sent for hilll pre vious to Bussnmburu's return; 
bis statement, therefore, that the Elders and Chiefs intended sending for him (paragraph 
20) was therefore not untruthful, but they appear to haye changed their minds, and sent 
another to overtake and bring hack their first messenger before the latter could reach 
Ahrodie, Amongst the many objects which caused them to send Bussumhuru to me at 
Karsi was that of finding out the strength of the force of' troops with the mission. I am 
under the impression that those numbers must have been 0l'er8tated to them before our 
arrival at Karsi, and that ~hey thonght your Excellency had sent a strong force with 
which to sustain Mensah against them, and to reinstate him in bis former position over 
them, because, when they received Bussumburu's report that there were Houssas only, and 
40 only of them, they said (so it was secretly conveyed to me), "Oh I 40 Houssas are 
" nothing; that number we are uot afraid of," and then recalled the first messenger they 
had desjlatched to Abrodie ! 

23. The day following (or 27th April) that of our arrival in Coomassie, the Elders 
and Chi"fs met me in one of the courtyards of the King's palace. 

The following nominnl roll gives the names of those who were present on this occasioD, 
the names bp.ing the same as those who were present on the 26th of April at the first 
reception, 
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NOMINAL ROLL of the CHmFs who were present at the reception in COO>1ASSIE of CAPTAIN 
BARROW aDd his party 011 Thursday the 26th April 1883, 

Coomassie, May 2, 1883. 

No. Rank. N(l.me. Town. Rema.rks. 

Great Chief • Asnfu Bo.ki Uoomo.ssie -
} Both in charge of the town of Coomas. ie, 

Prince OWUSII Korkor 

Quacoo Dunh Nephew of old King Quacoo Duah. 

Chief Boartin King Mensah's unole. 

Coffee Ansah 

Adoo Seye 

Mappoo Bantnma. Chief of Burial::;. 

8 Quasie Domfie - Coomassie - Chief of Fitisch(>s. 

Aboo 

10 Codgoe Opang - Mensa.b's uncle. 

11 AsalO.pong Buaki CaptaiD and Commander of t.he Stool. 

12 Quasie Fosu Steward. '. 13 Sabce Anehi 

B Hussumbl'ow Chern 

15 Quasie Ga~bidi 

16 
,. Quamin Metta -

17 Buaki Tintin IIusba.nd of Queeu, h:ing':j mother. 

18 Attah FOlDfn, Stewa.rd. 

19 B:l1ltow 

20 Appnga. l=>oku Chief of Compaoy, 

21 Cu{iUnU Oseh HemDnn 

23 Attah Gnnfi 

23 Apreah 

24 Chief Obbriya.w Antoah. 

' 25 Coffe. Adontin - Adooabin. 

26 Adoo Chim l\brmpon. 

27 AgarKum Coomassic. 

28 Yaw Sappou Son of lo.f,e QUlJen of " Djuabio," call~d Kill'" 
of" Djunb:'o/' 0 

2V Chief Atitll1lua QUl\uin Coowtlssic. Chief of E:tecut.ioncrs. 

30 Linguist KcrOmn.y Bnntamnb. 

31 Osscy • Antonh. 

32 Chief Esya. Coomassic. 

33 Linguist MllllCbio 

34 Chief StumPoku 'I'n'nsnrcl'. 
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No. '-bnk. Nome. Town. Romark •. 

3S Encllwic Coorn ~ssi(' . 

36 

I Linh~d" 
Captnin Ahhin - Cnptnin of Executioners. 

37 Chief Amoo -

38 Ct\ptain Annoy 

39 I Linguist lltluuy -

40 " 
Djubin 

41 Amnnquith 

42 Coffee Catoe 

43 Adoo Seye 

44 Opokn. 

The following is what trr,mpired at this meeting of the 27th A p,·il. They all under­
stood the object for which I was sent to Coomassie and were therefore warned against 
believing tbat Her Majesty's Government intended interferiu~ in the affairs of their 
country, but they may have hoped for that interference, and I think they did. 

B. 
MEMORANDUM of PAL A VERS held in COOMASSlE. 

2ith April 1883. 

Elders and Chiefs present as per nominal roll herewith, being the same as on recep­
tion day, the 26th April. 

Large courtyard in the King's palace capable of accommodating about 500 people. 
I informed them that I was glad to see so many great Chiefs and others assembled 

and that I was glad to visit Coomassie, that they had to thank their good friend the 
Governor of the Gold Coast Colony for haring sent me to Coomassie; that the 
Governor had sent me in answer to the messages he had received from their King 
(Mensah), who I saw was absent, and that I was to learn from the King the state of his 

. present difficulties with his people; at th" same time they were not to think, and nobody, 
not even the King himself when he heard I was here, that because the Governor blld 
, eot mc here that tbe Government of the great Queen of England wishcd to interfere 
in Ashantee affai rs; or that tbe Governor or any officer from England will do anything 
for them or their country in the present difficulty. 

They were not to look for any help from me, and that what I had to do was to get 
true information as to the state of the present difficulties and take it down to the 
Governor; as their King was not at present bere perhaps they could tell me sometbing 
,.hicb I could take to the Governor; I shodld thtnk over how I was to learn anything 
from King Mensah. 

At this stage of the interview, which bad lasted hours, owing chiefly to the interrup­
tions made by the 300 or 400 "young men " of tbe tOlVn who were in the courtyard 
intently listening to ever." word the interpreter uttered, Asafu Buaki, who was presiding, 
he being in charge of the town with Owusoo Kokor, rose and spoke as follows :-

" We are all of us thankful to the Governor for having sent you to us; we have heard 
" from you his message as to his not interfering in our troubles, but we wish to give you 

information to take to him; hut we "hould all like to consult together first of all so that 
·if you will meet us to··morrow morning we will all go home und arrange for a meeting 
amongst ourselves later on in the day, and decide upon what we shall say, and we will 

" he here at eight o'Clock to-morrow morning to see you again." 
Vie then all rose simultaneonsly from our sheats, shook hands, and separated. 
Subsequently to this interview, but later on the same day, I had a private conversation 

with Buaki (Tin Tin) and Bussumburu at my quarters, to whom I complained of the 
noisy behaviolU' of the young men, whicb I told them ma,le it difficult for me to hear 
what the interpreter translated, aud then I went further, and told them that in con­
sequence of it, and of. the absence of the King, and the seeming difficulty in the way of 
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my being brougbt face to face with him, it was ... matter for my considerntion as to 
whetber I sbould remaiu in tbeir town, and that perbaps under all the circumstance. I 
ought to leave them nnd return to the coast. I said this to . all ure them into Ii truthful 
narrative of tbe present position, and to ascertain h~\V I was looked upon by the Chiefs 
and by the people. 

Tbis was successful, for Buaki nearly "touched my knees," and implored me not 
to go away and forsake them, saying" whether the Governor of the Coast. interfere~ 
" or not, be is our only friend; we have none <ltber but bim to hope in, and we must tell 
" you everytbing about tbi' , our sad state, so that some other King shall be put on tLe 
" 'stuol' by us, and we cannot do that wilhout first of all telling the Governor tbrough 
" ),ou what Mensah bas done." 

" As to the conduct of tbe ' young men,' of which you rightly complain, it has hurt us 
" more than it has you, but we are in difficulties just now in havlDg nobody on the 

'stool,' and so we have to put up with a good deal, but we will try that it shall not 
" happen ai!ain." He then adoed, "You want ;'0 see Mensah (the King), butifhe comes 
" intn the town we are afraid the' young men ' "ill attack him ; moreover, we have sent 
" him away, we will not have any disturbance here whilst you are with us. Everybody, 

men and women, are glad the GOI·erument have sent you to us, and you must please 
" stop with us until you hfar and know all for the Guvernor ... 

" Mensah has done very bad, as you will henr at the meeting to-morrow. I , who am 
the husband of his mother, would not go against him if he ha.d not done wrot.g. We 

U want a new King.}L . 
"We want trarle with the const, we cann()t get on well without tbe Governor; all this 

" you shall hear from the Elders and Cbief;; before you leave us." 
"'Ve want to improve our town (' Coomassie '), now in decay and ruin t.hrough 

" Mensah; we are all of UR ready to do as the Governor tells us; we want no more 
" cruelties or taking off of beads, or taking of other men'~ wive~." 

"We want a goed King, peace, open roads, an d trade; the Elders and Cbiefs who bad 
" never seen YOIl till yesterday like you, and they are all glad )'ou are bere, and they 

will all do anything you want." 
Bussumburu re-echoed all thi s, and I told them I wonld wait and see more for myself 

before deciding one way or the otber, for amongst other tbings [wanted to obtain clear 
informat ion as to the present relations to each other of the various provinces of the 
country, adding, J know all about Kokofu and Bequoi, for I received visits from each 
on my way up, but I want to know all aJ:>ol;lt Mnmpong, Insuta, Coranza, and the 
many small towns around, and under Coomasle Itself. and as to what has so disturbed the 
trade of the Colony with Ashantee. 

Buaki (Tin Tin) said, a private meeting like tbis was better than a lal·ge one where 
everybody wanted to speak (tbis was an additional reason why I sought and secured it), 
and he should tell all his Chiefs wbat I had said to him, and then they would all decide 
upon the way to get at what I wanted. 

It was evident that, in the present state of general feeling inside Coomassie I could 
not have bad a private meeting with the Elders aud Chiefs, that the feeling was one of 
general uneasiness, nobody being sure of what was goin ... to happen. It seemed to me to 
be general distrust. perhaps je"lousy, amongst the peopre rather than amongst the Elders 
and Chiefs, who ma.y have sbared the feeling tbeillselves but concealed it better. 

I repeated, and did so often, tbat wbich has so often been said to them tbat, in order 
to respect the friendsh ip of the Governor, it was necessary to give up the practice of 
human sacrifice. 

CooI!1assie, April 28, 1883. 
MfOETING in a large courtyard of the King's palace, as on the 27tb. 
The same Elders and Chiefs present, hut fewer" young men," many baving been 

refused admit.tance by the Elders. 
I discovered that the private conversation f had had the previous evening wito. Buaki 

(Tin Tin) and Bussumburu had been mentioned to them. 
After a pause I told them I \Vas present as nrrsnged on tbe previous day to bear what 

they had to say, wbereupon Asafo Bukai (presiding), OWllSOO Kokor, and other great 
Chiefs arose and a~ked me to send messengers to all the Kings in revolt bidding them 
come into Coomassie to hear from them why tbey had revolted against King Mensah, 
and why all roads were stopped, and there was no trade. I avoided this question and 
asked them to proceed. They then guve me tbe names of the revolted towns and 
villages, wbich I attach hereto marked C. Then they ;aid (in auswer to my remark, 
"please tell rue all about the great Chief Awooa ") "One by name Quasie CijSS8, 'a 
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" headmau in the town of Tllquanta, wentagainst the King's oath ; so the King (Mensab) 
" sent to Inquanta for him; the King's servant who went fined hun 11 oz. instead of 
" the usual fine of 36 dollars, of which (36 dollars) 18 would go to the King, nine to 
" Asatu Bunki, and nine to Elders and King's servants. (This customary rate affine and 
" disposition of it bas obtained for years.) "Quasie Cussa, although sent f01', was not 

removed from tbe town of Inqllantll , and is there now. Asafu Buaki is bead Cbief 
" of Inqunntn, and occupies tbe 'stool ' of Inquanta ; there are many towns and vi ll ages 
" under Inquanta. Inquantn is not in any province, it is not under Mampong or Insuta 

of Coranza; it is independent, but feudatory to Coomassie. When Asafu Bunki knew 
.. that bis people tbe Inquantas bad revolted, he reported tbe matter to tbe King, wbo 

gave bim messengers to ask the Inquantas tbe reason for their revolting; they sent 
" to say ill reply tbat tbey would give a reason in 40 days' time; after tile 40 oays 

bad expired Asafu Buakl asked the King to send fresh messengers to the InqJlantas 
" and Mensah did so, and tbese l11es sen~ers returned to Coomassie with a message from 

tbe Inquantas to say tbat they did not revolt against tbe King, or bis Chiefs or Elders, 
" but against the servants of tbe King, and tbey bad somethiug more to say after 
" ",notber 40 days, and tbey asked that messengers from Kokofu and Bequoi may be 
" sent for to go to tbem to bear what they had to say." 

" After tbe second 40 days bad expired aJ1 tbe messengers, together with t.bose from 
" Kokofu and Bequoi, whom Memah bad sent for as requested by tbe Inquantas, we,lt to 
" InqulUlta; the Inquantas tben sent them all bark to Coomassie witb a message saying 

tbat tbey will serve Mensah no more or his mother. Then the King sent anotber mes­
h senger to the Inquantas saying that he will not send any of hi s servants to tbem any 
" more to trouble tbem. The Inquantas flogged tbis messenger .. nd sent him back to 
" the King to say they would have no more to do witb tbe King." 

" After this, Ancba Adjei, Chief of Tach ieman, and other Cbiefs, sent to Coomassie to 
.. say that if the Coomassies do not rem aye King Mensah and bis motber from Coomassie 

that tbey will revolt." 
"As regards AIVooa, Chief of 'Bantamab: King Mensah sent young Awooa (brotber 

" of the great Cbief), to a place called Boukunie, and during bis absence Mensab tbe 
" King took young Awooo's wife. Wben young Awooa returned from Boukunie he 

quarrelled witb bis wife, which was reported to tbe King, and tben it got reported that 
" young Awona and bis brother, tbe great Cbief of Bantamab, proposed to remove Mensah 
" from the' stool: King Mensah tben charged the two Awooa's witb this proposal to 
" remove him from tbe stool, and had young A wooa killed and Chief A woo a put in 
" Log." 

"The Chiefs of Coomassie begged him to drop tbe case and take Cbief Awooa out of 
" Log, but he refused to do so, and Awooa remained in Log about eigbt months, wben 
" his relations from Achomah came and took Awooa away to Inquanta." 

"Another man named Yaw Acrokrow was put in Log for advising him not to kill one 
" of bi. court cryers ; tbe King got angry and had Akrokro kiJ1ed; be was ki lled with­
" out tbe Cbiefs of Coomassie knowing of it." 

" Bampong, Chief of Abrankro, under Coffee Poku of Coomassie, was charged by the 
" King with baving allowed his brother to run away to Akim. Mensab put him in Log, 
" sent him to a village, and had him killed." 

" The' young roen ' and all the servants of Coomassie complained tbat Mensab used to 
" take tbeir wives from them, and t ben those who complained, tbe busbands were killed. 
" This made the 'young ruen ' revolt. When tbis took place the King placed kegs of 
" powder all round the upstairs part of one of the houses in the palace witb one of his 
"servants. Thid man ran away to a village and reported tbat tbe King was going to 
" blow up Coomassie, and when tbe report reacbed Coomassie all tbe people ran away. 
" When the Chiefs of Coomassie Leard of this, Prince Owusoo Kokor and his lingnists 
" went to the King aud asked him if the report was true, but Mensah denied it. Where­
" upon Owusoo Kokor asked him to let bim go upstairs to see for himself, which tbe King 
" refused to allow; then all tbe Chiefs concluded that tbe report was true. Tbe Cbiets 
" then beard iJ. report in the town tbat Mensah intended .hooting them." 

" One day Mensah sent for aU tbe Cbiefs, and after conversing with tbem for a little, a 
man who was a cook of Mensah came out from the King's wives' quai-ters armed with a 

" rifle and a lot· of cartridges round big waist (It was forbidden for any ruan to be in those 
quarters), and the Chieis asked Mensah wby he allowed tbe man to be in tbose quarters. 

" Tbe King answered that the man was crazy; tbis man was caugbt and the guu was 
" taken from bim. Then tbe-Cbiefs went to tbe ' stool' house and took away all the 

, stools.' The same day King Mensah sent for all the Chiefs again and $aid he would 
.', ·)p.,ave ior some yiiiage, and pe went to Abr~die." 
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" there sent by the Governor, I was to ask him to return with all his penple, as the fighting 
would make everything worse than it was before." 
" As soon as I got on the roan 1 passed the Elders and Chiefs of Coomassie with their 

" people arme<l with g uns, going a lit to Kalkali and hi s people to fight them. On the 
" road I learned that Kalkali was at a village called Ofyiem, about one heur from 
" Coomassie, so I took that road, and then beard that Prince Owusoo Koko with his armed 
" forces were before me going to t.he same town. I sent a bearer to inform him to wait on 
" the road, and not to go into the town before me, because ifbe did there would be figh ting. 
" He did not stop, and I overtook him in the town, where his people were plundering, 
" flogging, and wounding with culla~ses the people of the town, so I asked him wloy he 

did not stop as he was asked to do; he said the people are very bad, and they are to be 
"punished. I went into t.he town trying to stop the plundering and £logginl/:, but codd 
" not stop it. I thought it better to go on to tbe next vill age, where some of the people of 

Ofyiem bad run, and Kalkali was reported to be, but I could get no one to show me tbe 
" roae! for some time; at last I got a guide, and when I got near to this village called Pat­
.. tassie, I met about fonr men with guns going back to support Ofyi(·m. I asked them t.o 
" return back to Pattassie with:1I1e as I had to tell them something; tbey did so, and I asked 
.• them where KHlkali was ; they said Kalkali himself did not come, but one captain, by name 
" Odllboe, came with yo ung men armcd, and have just passed by another road to a village 
" named liarepoe towards Coomassie. I afterwards learned that Chief Asafu Buaki was on 
" the same road advancing towards them. I asked the beadman of Pattassie to give me one 

messenger to go to Odaboe, which he did, and then I seilt a message by him to Odaboe 
" to say that he had better turn back with his people, about 100 men, of which ahou t 30 
" were armed with guns, the rest with sticks, as if he went on there would be fighting, and 
" a white man from Governor was in Coomassie, so it would not do to go fightillg tbere. 
" and I was taking a message to Kalkali from this white man asking him to return back 
" and not to begin lighting; but before Odaboc itot my message the Ashantees fro m 
" Coomassie under Owusoo Kokor entered Pattassie and commenced plundering. It turned 
" out, however, that Odaboe did not go to Pattassie after all. Some of the people of 
" Ofyiem being wounded by cutlasses turned back and met him. He also had my message, 
" so he tumed back too to see me, and met at the village callro Ampabamay. Just 

pre\·ious to tbis I saw Owusoo Kokor at Pattassie, and begged him to come no further, 
as we did not want bl oodsbed, but atter I bad left the vi llage it turned out that he had 

" followed me, for, as I was in Ampabamay, he and hi s people came into the village, so 
" when I saw tbis I ran to Kalkal i's people who were tbere, feeling angry, because they 
" had seen some of their people wounded, and told them to be quiet, because I was going 

to Kalkali with a message from tbe white man in Coomassie asking him \0 refrain Irom 
.. any fighting, as it wonld make matters worse. They replied' all right,' but as they hlld 
.• heard that tbe Coomassies were just entering the village to figbt them, they did not 
" knolV how they could go back, so I left Anaman aud t.wo of my hammock men with them, 

so that they should not come forward to meet the Coomassies, and I ran back myself to 
" the Coomass ie5 under OIVU500 Kokor, who hy this time were in the village all ready 
" drawn up for fighting. I ~aid to OWllSOO Kokor, this is very wrong you doing this; you 
" had better go back with all these people and ha \'e no lightiug, for you heard the IV hite 

man in Coomassie say you are not to fight so long as he is in Coomassie, and you asked 
him and begged him to send me to Kalkali to ask him to, go back, so tbat there should 
be no fighting. He then got up and ordered his people to ""0 back. I told him I am 
now also going to see Kalkali, so J ran back :>gain to the Kalkali people, where Anaman 

" and the two hammock-men were, and when I got there I told Odaboe to make 
" ready to go back and accompany me to Kalkali. Some of them agreed to do 
«so, and some did not; to those who did not I said very well ; if you stop bere 
" and fight the whole blame will come on you; then changed their minds and all t.re 
" Kalkalis followed me to a village called Bomsoe, in whi.:h village we rested a little, and 
.. then went on and reached Akropoug (Kalkali's village). I t.hen saw E:alkali, and told 
" j,im tbe white man now in Coomassie had heard that you were on the road to Coomussie 
" trying to enter it by fo rce with armed men to take possession of tbe " stool," and that as 

the Elders and Chiefs of Coomassie would not aJlow you to enter in to Coomassie, and had 
" called out their people and armed them to l'esist your coming, therefore it was plain that if 

YO I1 persisted in your resolution thnt fighting, riot , and bloodshed would follow. So this 
.. white man (my master) wished me to see you on the road to ask you to hlLve the goal! 

sense to go back with all yC'ur people aud not make matte,·s more dIfficul t than 'th~;y W~t e 
"het~)]·e. Having heard on the road that Kalkali ,,·anted to see you, I told b·i,b.U!at tbe 

proper war of doing·so was by ,eliding l1less~i*ers lO .·YOU according t oihe u s9a1 !!li.sto.n1. 
Kalk oli then selid 'that'"· he 'was' very glad that you 'haci"senl me to tell hinl -.tHese things. ~ , 

... Tdl the white n]:lIl in Coomussie that ' it was not Illy iurclltion to fight.. hut Prince 
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Owusoo Kokor sent two kegs of' gUllpowder to (7) seven villages to arm themselves 
to fi,!(hl £orne of my people. T he people from Owusoo Kokor came as far as Bom.oe 

,;, and encamped there. The people at Bamsoe saw them, and reported it to file. Then 
I seut Odr-boe and some young men to see if it is true, and if so to drive thelll away, 
but I had no intention to tight with the Coomassies. The time my late uncle Quacoo 
Duah died be j1;aye bis • st.ool' to me, and I told tbe Chiefs at Coomassie to have it 
mnde known 'to the Governor on the coast before making- custom, and they refused to 
let me send anyone to tue coast for that purpose, and they said your uncle was not to 

" , fight when he was on the' stool,' and that by fighting the Ashantees had multiplied 
,,' and prosperous, therefore we do not want you to have any communic.tion or corre­

spondence with white man on the coast, so t.hey stopped my doing so; same after 
they told me they wanted to go to war at Crepee with the Crepees, the other side of 

'" the Volta. After that they told me tbe road to Wassaw had been stopped by Enemil, 
King of Wassa w, so Aman Quatia, the Commonder-in-Chi ef of the Ashantee army, 
was appointed to gu and open the road to Wassa", for trade. I ordered him not to 
t.ouch any wbite man, because my late uncle Qnacoo Duuht old me tbat I must never 
fight witb white man , bnt when Aman Quatia: started he took tbe main road to Cape 
COilst, so I sent Chief Sabee Entchwie to tell Aman Quatia not to go to Cape Coast, 
but to go to ·Wn.ssa", a, T tol<1 him, hut before Sabee Entchwie got up to him Aman 
Quati .. had already fought some Fantees and wh ite men, so by this way the war came 
between the Ashantees and the white men , which resulted in the defeat of the Ashantee 
army at Amoaful , and becouse I ran away in that hattIe then the peoplc sa id they 
conld not have me any longer for a King. and sent me away. After all thi s I made 
peace with tbe white man, paid him money, and signed a paper saying I would never 
again make a war with bim, and gave him my sou (Coffee Nti) Donsorrye. After doing 
all tbis the Cbiefs in town told me they would take mv brotber Mens",h on the' .tool.' 
About two years ago when Buaki '(Tintin) retllrned from the coast he brought a 
message to all the Chiefs and to M ensnh that King is allowed to kill man and also to 
fine tbe people, and this made Mensah do these things uutil be got worse and worse in 
killing and fining people, until tbey sent him away also. [have never done any bad 
thing ~gainst any of my Chiefs or people. I bell: you to tell the white man now in 
Coomassie that I wish to meet all the Cbiefs of Coomassie and to submit my case to 
them in the, presence of that white man to see whether I am rigbt or wrong. Tbe 
Cbiefs, especially O"'USOO Kokor, have disappointed me, fO!' even be, Owusoo Kokor, 
sent to one woman named Afumma, at Asokorg, Mampong, to inform me that be 
wished that I should come on the' stool' instead of Mensah. And also that I sbould 
come to COOIn"",si,, to drink 'fetische' wi tb the Cbiefs. Amanqua, a linguist of 
Ccomassic, also agre~d that I should come to Coomassie, and tbey would put me on 
tbe 'stool,' so [ sent one of my servants, by name Osai Coffee, to come (0 Coomassie 
an1\ see the Cbiefs and drink' fetische' with tbem, hut they did not drink with him, 
aod sent him back to me to say that the young men of the town say they do not want 

'" lOP. to be King over them.' .. 
25. T"e following day, viz., 3rd May, I was husily engaged in "palavers" with the 

Elders and Cbiefs particularly in reference to the events of the day preceding; it was 
a wearying exbausting day in wbich rain fell heavily durin~ tbe latter part of it and 
througbout the night lonll', contributing che~rle"sness to tne surrounding gloom of a 
drenching day in Coomassle. 

26. Tbis outourst of th e ex-King Coffee Kalkali had given me much concern; looking 
to the circumstance that if sucb undesirable interruptions were suffered to be repeatfd 
tbe performance of my duties in Coomassie would necessarily be seriously interfered 
witb, if not hrought to a premature termination, I decided npon sending the ex-King 
a message in Itnswer apparently to the one he had sent me tbrough MI'. Asanti. 
MI'. Kirhy having to some extent recovered from his fever, though still far from \\'ell, 
was kind enough to offer to take it, and proceeded acco rdingly to Akropong. The 
following is his report of his interview with the ex-King. 

E. 

SOl, Coomassie, Asbantee, May 7, 1883. 
I HAVE the "onour to report that in accordance with your order I started on 

Saturday morning the 5th instant at 6 a.m. for Akropoog to see King Koffee Kalkali. 
I arl'ivec at Akropopg at 1 o'clock p.m. and bad an interview with tbe King. I delivered 
your message, to him an~ ~ Iso informed ~im that but for your interc~ssion on Wednesday 
the 2nd JUstant, the 'Chlets of Coomassle would have burnt down bls town . r returned 
them the fOil l' prisoners taken by tbe Coomassie people and told him that the best thing 

F ,j. 

~' ... -
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he could do lVas to remain quiet, as no good. eould. come of his lettmg his young men 
disturb the country round, and that It was Impossible for lVar and palaver to be carried 
on in the same country at the same time. After a great deal of arguing I succeeded in 
making him halHI over to me the seven prisoners he captured on the 2nd instantfrom tbe 
Coomassie people; he had the prisoners in log and lOtended shortly sacrificing them, 
and the young men from the neighbouring villag~s to the number of about 200 all armed 
with guns showed signs of great disapproval, stating that it was making a g reat fool of 
Koffee Kalkal i :md als~ of thcm by returning. the priso?ers. The KinS tried ~ery hard 
to put Ille off with evasive answers and promIsed the release of t"~ prisoners Il1 a few 
days; but I remained firm and told him there was only two answ~rs to my demand, viz., 
are tbe prisoners to be handed over immediately to Ille or are they not? I gave the 
King J U minutes to give me his answer in. He then left the palaver and returned with 
the prisoners. From personal observation I should say that King Koffee Kalkali is ody 
supported by the discontented young IDen of the neighbourin~ villages, who have every 
thing to gain and nothing to lose by civil war; only one Chief was with King Koffel' 
Kalkali, viz., Chief Awoonah of Akropong. 

Before leaving I again impressed upon Koffee .Kalkali the neces3ity of remaining quiet, 
which he promised to do. 

I have, &c. 
To Captain Knapp Barrow, O.M.G., 

&c. &c. &c. 
(~igned) BRANDON KIRBY. 

Ooomassie. 

27. Having ascertained that King Mensah had entirely lost all his power and autho­
rity, and as my visiting him in person at his village called A brodie might have been 
calculated to produce upou the mass or the people generally the impression that I was 
evincing a disposition to reinstate him on the "stool " of his country, I was forced to 
abandon all idea of paying him a visit, which was per'onally disappoiuting to myself for 
many reasons, but bere again I was indebted to the euergy and efficiency of Mr. Kirby, 
who weat himself to A brollie. 

r prepared the way for Mr. Kirby's visit by sending a messenger to A hrodi') tht> 
previous day with a message, of which the following is a copy :-

"MEMOllA~DUM for JOSEPH WILLIAM HARVY, Interpreter. 

"Coomassie, Mav 11. 1883. 
" In going to the village of Abrodie to-day, where King Mensah is li"ing,you will 
upon your arrival there inform the King that the Governor of the Gold Coast in answer 

" to his messages sent me to Coomassie and that I am here now. That an officer who 
" came with me will pay him a visit to-morrow nnless it rains heavily, and will bring him 
" a mesmge from me; that I ask him to wait in Abrodie and not to move out of it, for if 
" he leaves it perbaps some may not like it, and it may bring trouble." . 

" As you go through the villages yon are to tell the people tbat a white officer who 
" came from the coast with 1Il ~ will pass through to-morrow, but they are not to think 

that this white officer is going to take Mensah out of his village and bring him into 
" Cooll)assic; he is merely going to sec him fol' me." 

The following is a copy of Mr. Kirby's report on his interview with the ex-King 
Mensah :-

F. 
Sill, Coom3ssie, May J 4, 181'\3. 

I HAVE the honour to report that in accordance with your order, r left. Coomassie 
at 5 o'clock a.m. on the morning of the 12th instant for Abrodie, arriving there at 
12 o'clock a.ID. the same day. On my arrival I found King Mensah awaiting me with 
about 20 men and boys, bnt no Chiefs; shortly after I had commenced my palaver some 
people from Coomassie arrived to hear the palaver. KinO' Mensah made a statement 
which I enclose; he complained greatly of the behaviour of the Chiefs of Coomasie, who. 
he says first robbed him of all hi s wives, then nil his gold, and finally tllrned ' him out ·of 
his town, for what reason he is at a loss to ascertain, for he had only carried out the laws 
of his country. I had a difficulty in getting away from Abrodie without Mensah's 
coming with me. He expressed a great wish to go back to Coomassie with me, and bear 
the charges against him. He then told me that as I sbonld be nnable to reach Coomassie 
that night, for the wbi~ man could not trav~l in the night during the rains, he would 
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come and see me at the village I slept at the next morning. 1 told him 1 sbould travel 
by night, and should stop at no place bcfore reaching Coomassie. 

Mensah is living in a stutl' of great povcrty, and ITI')' littl e res pect is paid him, so 
mue;, so tbat dnring tbe pal""c" one of the Coomussies threatened to bent him fur some­
thing he ' aid. I told the Cooma;sic people thut if' they did not hehave th"IMelves 
before rue I should have thcllI tumel! Ollt of the t,)wn, f;,r I had ('oll1e to Au rodie to 
bear K!ng ~'1ensah's stlltem ent, and t hey had plent,l' of oppurtunity of going lo their 
house.'i In Coomassle. 

I hal'c, &c. 
To CajJt. Knapp Bal1'0w, C.~f.G., 

&~.&c. &c. 
(Signeel) BItANnoN Kmill'. 

Coomassie. 

STATE'IENT made to ASSISTANT INSPECTOR BRANDON KIRBY by K,NG iVh:NS.H1 at AUHonl E 
on the 12th May l R8:~. 

"The tirst I beard of disaffection in 111.1' kingdom was in the latter end of 1881, shortly 
" after Buaki Tintin returned from the coaSI, it occurred at a village called. " Mansoe " ;'n 
" the Inquanta country; a scrvaut of mine and also Olle of Asafll Boachie's servants went 
" to this village without our knowledge and fined the people 61., which they (Lhe people) 

paid. At tbe same l,ime they sent b~ck a mes>age to say that they intended goin!!, to 
live under British for they had to pay too many taxes and fine, under .vi ensah. On this 

" coming to JiJv knowledge I relurne d tbe fine of61. to t.hem aod I asked Ihelll to come 
" and see me. This they refused to do. I beard du ring July 1882 of a spirit of revolt in 
" the Dadias. ie couotry, and at the commencement of this year the Dadia.sie people sent 
" to me at Cooma,sie to say tbat they inlended only servin g British; on bearing tb is I scot 
" my interpreter Benni to them to inquire th e reasun. Tbe King ofKokohllVouldnotlet 
" my interpreto!' see them ancl sent him back. The Dadinssies then sent to say that it II'US 

" through tbe King of Kokofu that they had revolted, fo!' be fined aud killed them often 
" and tbat tbey had no complaint against King Men.ab ." 

" I sent a messenger again to the Dadiassies asking them to open their J'U.ds to t he 
" coast and to stop tbeir young men from fining and killing travellers. They sent one 
" man to Kok c:>fu to be tried for murdering a traveller; Kokofu foulld him guilty anel sent 
" a messenger to me to ask me to let the prisoner off ; I refused, and asked Kokoru to 
" fine tbe prisoner 10 ozs. of gold and send it to me, then he did . After tbis the Dadiassies 
" sent to Coomassie anel said that they intended joining the British before on account of' 
" the fi nes tbe King of Kokufu imposed on them; uow they intended joining the Briti ' h 
" on accollnt of the fines' King Mensah imposed.' " 

" On hearing tbis I returned the fine of J 0 0<8. of gold to them. Kokofu took the fine 
" aud instead of returning it to the Dadiassies he k"pt it. The Dadiassies people now 

commenced burning the villages of the people· round wbo refused to join the Ilritish with 
them, ann at this time, the Inqnantas joining them, I found the rCI'olt growing too 
strong for me and sent to the coast to ask the Governor to help me." 
" .A.saman Qnamin, .Owusoo Kokor, anel all the principal Chiefs of Coomassie and tbe 

" villages round came to see me and asked to he allowed to go to Inquauta and DadiaRse 
" and have a palaver with people and stop the revolt, but I would not iet them go for I 
" knew tbat it would cause bloodsbed." 

"The Coomassie Cbiefs all swore that they would remain loyal to me, and after taking the 
" oath with them, I presenled Ibe following Chief, with JO uzs . of !,old, one sheep and 
., 13t. 14$. 6d: each, viz. :-Asuman Quamin, OWIISOO Kokor, Asain Buaki, Buaki Tintin, 
" Codgoe Pac, and Dumpoe, all of Coomassie, and Cbief Awooa of Bantamah. After tbe 
" presents bad been made ChiefOwnsoo Kokorsaid Chief Awooa bad a palaver with mc,and 
" the palaver was a very strong one. I said I was quite willing to hear it and sent for Asafu 
" Buaki to be present; Asafu Buaki being a relative of Awo:>a's, I sent for Awooa, who 
!' denied ever baving made any charge against me. I then put Awooa in Log. Awooa asked 
" to be released; this I declined; I kept Awooa in the honse of Chief Brentoo in Coomassie. 
" One night the Achnmah people who live not at Achuwa, a village near the Bantamab, 
" came and took Awooo away withont my knowledge. Awooa scnt a message from 

AchLlma to me to say tbat he would like to come and live in Coomassie again as a Chief 
" under me, .r then called a meeting of the Chiefs in Coomassie to hear Awooa's message 
" and sent for Awooa to attend tbe .meeting. This he refused to do until I bad sent him 
" 10 oz •. of gold dn~t to give to the Achuma people. While I was bolding tbe pala,er with 
" tbe Chiefs about Awooa the people broke into my palace and stole all my wives, gold, 
~' ,...lld everything I possease'd. The Chiefs durinl?; the evening sent word to me to say that 
~~.lt 18107. G 
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" .I llIust cl ellr out of Coomnssie directly and go Illld livc in a village called Sawayah 
" "I"",t two "ours' jourll")' from Coomassic. After I had stayed there two days. they sent 
" 'tl SIlY t,hllt 1 III1"t n ' lIlO VV lo Abroui(), which, I uid, and I have lived herc evor sioce." 

" 1 '~ Ill. lIlesscngers to MlIllIpollg, IIcquoi , InqU>LI'tu, and Kokofu askil:g them to COUle 
.. 111111 sec Ille here lind talk ovcr the insulTecti r,ll, but they ull refused." 

,. '1'1,,· llleSSlll{" whieh Bunki Tintin brought mc from thc Governor in I H8 1, :md which 
.. \I':" g ivell bc'i'in'c Cupl"in Lonsdal e, 11':1 8 ' thut I wus not to kill any onc fur dead persons' 
" lnHilll.' T hi s I calTie,l ollt, fin', during Captain Lonsdale's vis it, my auot diee! and I did 
" ""I'. ki ll " "Y Oil(' on Il(,COllnt. of the (iovcrIlor's order' tbat if UDY ooc tonch any of my 
" , w;vcs I \VIIS to k ill him," thllt if ""yone break any of my lnll', I was to ilill him.' 
.,' lr noy one wou l,l not pay the King's fin c ki ll him .' ' If Ilny one commit murder kill 
II I him .''' 

" I III list Iry or YO II to illlplore the Governor to se t my killgdom in Mil er for me, for Ihc 
" ( ~ hid ;' :wcl pl'Opie hllve got 1".00 s trollg for IIle. Thank the Governor of sending white 
" 1111111 to sec lilt', IIlId I wi sh I eOIl1<1 ret.urn to Coomnssie with white mall and heal' the 
" charg-l's of th e ( : h i('r~ nguillst m~~·." 

:!H. EIIl'h II"y that I \\'us ill Cnnmassie lin interview took place be t.l<'~en the Chiefe, 
lU' one of' t.hl'lll , nnu lllyHL'If: H.t which soml' ill formation was elicited. It would be weM'Y­
illg' 10 ,ldai l the '·<lIlY,·rsll!.io,," which were t hus held , but u summary of them eSlablished 
t he 1'1ll'! th:ll. Kiug' Mensah Wus deposed nnd lert Coo m:l>sie on the 8th of March ; COIl­
"'1(11<.'11 1.1)" up 10 I.h., date 0 1' my arrivul ill the tOWIl, viz. , 26th April, he had been away 
' I,D clIlYS, '"1 IIllprceedl' ll!.cu IOllg pel'iod for the " stoo l " to remain uuoccupied. T he 
III'<'rn;.:e ti me [ was told hciol{ lIoout 10 days. The Elders and Chiefs accounted for 
11.(' ""Tlcheuly nllcl""1l s:lIlitllry cOlldition or the town IIn,l for its streets being overgrown 
wit II g- rn ss, to tlw (~ irl'llIll!;; I . !I ll cc of t1lC!TC heing no ldng ly authority in the country. It 
",,,"lcl upP"lIr Lllllt. ill I.IIC uh~enee of n King' th ere is no powcr vested in an),body to 
1l1.l'1'1I,1 10 II",s" n<'ccssllry measures fill' prolllot illg thc henlth Ilnu comfort orthe people. 

'1'1" , gl' Ill'ml "l'p"a1'l"ll''' allli G","l ilion of the town wns truly Inmentablc 011,1 melan­
choly; I'ol\d ~ \\'l'n~ ~() c..: holwd hy rauk v(,getation that n narrow pathway ill very many 
ill :-; l :lIH· ... 'S wns the Clilly ind ex to ~uidc olle in going- from one part to ullothl'r. Large 
l\\llllI J('r~ of IIH" houses were rooAl's.s throug h neglect of repairing them, whilst the 
e xte rior wuJl s of' I IIUIl)' were hulging- out of the true perpendicular, so much so as to 
t hrl'~ I\. l'll nil {'n rly tumhl e to the grollnd at Ilny lIloment ; only uhol1 t eig-ht, or nine ill 
('n'ry 10 "'lTl' illllllhilt.'d, the owners or llcc.upicl'S uf the ClIlp ty one.:; hU\lillg packed lip 
th ei r g'1l()d ~ nlld "hnul'I :-< mHI ('scnpl't l to some \' ill llge in the hush to elude t.he vengeance, 
awl it s (,O Il :-;Cqlll' IH'l'Sl Pi' the (h.'posed Kin !{ lVIc ll sah whell on the " stool. ll 

TIll' !i) lI n\\'iJ)~ illt'id l' llt ~ wh ich took place during our first wnlk in tht, town just before 
d"rk Oil 1.1,,· dn,)' weill ri\'",1 ill it. lIlay I",rhnps uc illteresting ellollgh to mention. ~Ir, 
Kir by alld I weI''' ""i.llrning from the upper p(, rt of the tOWIl towards th e King's plll ncc 
",1."11 II ",i,1<lIc "gl' ,j IIlall " I'penrl'd just outsi,tc his rcsidence, which hnd Ilil the IIppeanlllC'c 
of' ha ving' on{'l' becll a ,solid good looking hahitat.ion, but was then in n di ltlpidatcd untidy 
~t, l\tt.' ~ he ,~r H~ g'l's l iClllntiug lou(lIy to liS, making a ~igll with his hand to resemble the 
ad 01' nll ex('cut.ioner tll'CHpltu.ting n. body; then counting on his fiuget's und pointing to 
t.lw 1'],1('" W" 11I\(1 just passed, willch WIIS 1\ corner (.f the jungle protrudinl/ n little iuto 
11.,, 1.0\\' 11. It was very thick with gl'llss and ulldergrowth, nnd timbered WIth high t rees, 
n('ul' which 1lII1n,'I'OUS kites, vultnres, nnd uther c,lI'llivol'OUS birds nightly roosted; th is 
WII S th e spot where Uw hell,lIess hodies of t.he King's victims were thrown immcdint.ely 
nrt.,' r ,It-llth. Not Gcill!,; uble to understand th e "'tin's gestures we culled 1\11 interpreter 
ill ')I II' Ilssist..tIl ce, who tohl u s the nHIll sHid that he WIIS glnd to see the white Illnn in 
( ~ o{)lIl11ssk', ". Ill' hopcd he would hllve th e cutting off of hends flit II stop to. He WIIS 

Olll' of sevell brothers; t he other si x lu\(I lillien undcr tho knife 0 ' King Mensuh's !lnger ; 
t.hl'il' bOllics hllcl uecil g ivcn ti) the vlll!.urcs, whilst he "lone hlld "11 tlHI!. !tu'go house to 
k" " p ill repnir. It WIIS ~nor" t.hon hc could ,10 of himself, !Iud this he desired t.o make 
kuown to us. V"ry few people were over to be seen will king It\)Ollt the town for t hc 
first. week or so uftcr Dill' entry into it. The IIlllrket pluces were empty, uo sheep, no 
pig'S, \10 fowls, not evell II cloO' were to he secll o.nywhere in the towu; thc only nnimnl 
lile WI\S thllt of the vuttlll'e, Egyplio.u ki te (Milvus mgyptius (G ,M.) ulld Ct'OW (Corvus 
selltm llltus (DlInd) . 

, 'he euuditioll of t.he murkets very much improved during OUl' stay in CoolllLlssie, but· 
the slInitnl'Y stllte of the town itself \I'M the sUllle when we left as when we entered it. 

20. It WIIS IIU object with lIle dUl'in(; tho perio(\ of out' stay in Coolllllssie to tlldenvour 
to obtnill illte)'Views with ns many Kmgs llnd Chiefs from the proyioces (Ind . outlying 
tawil' 'ltHl villnges liS \VIIS possiblo, if fbI' no other reaSOll thl\n thllt of ascertainiug :~he 
poli ticl\1 rdntious to e!ICh other of the tribe6 forming the Asllnutee king~olll; towL\rils. 

,"I'll',. 



51 

this end I de~pntched messengers to Mumpong, Insuta, Argoonah, and other towns, 
with a "crbal mes"age, of whicb the following is a copy :-(Illkoransah was olJliliccl, 
on account of t,he great distance, moreover I beard tbat it bad drank feti schc with Gaillull 
over two years ago.) 

" My compliments, &c., &c., &c. Your fr iend the Governor of the Gold Coast has 
If sent. me to Coomassie. I fUll in that town no\\'. I am nut come to put any body Oil 

" tbe ' St001. ' I am sent to get information for t.he Governor as to the present troublcd 
" state of this countl'y, nothin/? else . You may have something you would like to s" } to 

me for me t·o take down to tile Governor. I shall be glad to see you in Coonl>1 s>ic if 
" you like to come. I do not request or order .rou to come, hut if you come 1 shall il'el 
"glad. Yon mnst please your,elf; if you feel willing to come, some of yuur Chid", of 

villages may like to come also, if so I shall be g lad to see thcm wit.h 'you. It ma} bc 
" that you would prefer meeting me on the road betwecn this and Adansi, if so, tell !!Ie 
" I he uame of the tOWIJ or village, and I will look for YOll there ; or it may be that rOll 

"'ould prefer to send sOllle one to me instead of coming yourself, if so, I shall be gla'l to 
" see tbem, Ilnd I will welcome them. and will hear what. they tell me, and ca rry the salll C 
" to your friend the Governor of the Con,t." 

I desire to repeat that tbis message was not "ddr~ssed to the Cbiefs, but was simply 
written dowl1 as an instruction entrusted to " Fantee man, who, if unable to read it 
himselr, was accompanied by 'me wbo conld, bence it was lIlade nearly monosyll aiJic. 
It was sent to King Coffee Atuabene of Argool1ah, King Acijetawah of i\hn,pong, King 
Ynow Akromah of Insutah, King Yaow Ampomah of Inquantah, Chief Brobe)" of 
Jamassi •. 

The general purport of the replies was that the Kings would like to see I1le, bllt in tbe 
present unsett.led state of their country they could not leave their homes to join me in 
Coomassie or to meet me on the way down , and they wished me to go and see them 
instead. This I could not do, owing to the long time I had been out and th e bad state 
of the ro.ds beyond and outside Coomassie. The King of Inquanta, Yaow AllIponsah, 
sent messengers and met me at Fumusu. They spoke to me a9 follows :-

"The King sends his compliments to you. He received yom message, and he thanks 
" you for it. He could not come himself, and sent me to represent him. He told nle to 
" tell you tbat he could not go to Coomassie; tbat he will never cio so, that he was the 
" first to rev()jt, and that he wished to be under tbe rule of the British Go,·ernment." This 
being the King who I had bearn had drank fetisehe with Quasie Kaye of Djuquah, King 
of Denkpra, I ask ed tbe mau if what I had heard as to bis having drank fet ische with 
the Denkera King was trlle or false; the man replied, '" It is true we did drink fetiscbe 
'" with the Denkeras, because we received a message from the Coomassie Chjefs to rellli"D 
'" to our allegiance and he under Coomassie again, and that if we did not return then 
'" they would fight with us, and as the Denkeras are so close to us we drank' feti sche ' 
'" with them . to make one with us, so that if the Coomassies come upon us we lll ay be 
'" d • .fended; then tbe Denkeras gave us 10 quarter kegs of powder aDd eight lead bars; 
'" as for Coomassie, we will never go there or serve Ashantee again .' " 

Knowing that Inql1anta was the town in whicb the Chief Awooah, Cbief of Bant.mah, 
was confined, I inquired if he was now in or out of" log." The man answered tbat he was 
out of" log," but still in Inquanta. 

30. Whilst waiting in Coomassie the return of the messengers I had sent to Mampong, 
Insuta, ana Argoonah it occun-ed to me to send a message to the ex-King Koffee Kalkali, 
announeiug my approacbing departure. Mr. Asanti went to Akropong accordingly , the 
following being tbe text of the message he took to the King :-

M!mORANDUM for Mr. ASANfr upon going to AKROPONG to see Ex-KING KOFFEE KALKALJ. 

" May 26, 188:\ . 
" Ten the King Koffee Kalkali ~hat I am going back to the G ovemor of' the Gold 

Coast to-morrow with the information 1 have collected as to the st.ate of the Asbantee 
troubles (remind him of what I was sent lip for). . 

" Tell him that all the Cooruassies have agreed to keep quiet and not to annoy anybody, 
and tbat I hope he will keep all his people quiet, and not let them annoy tbe 
Coom8ssie~. 

"That. no good Clin come to anyone who goes fighting uow when the Ashante~ 
country bas Sf> much trouble. . 

'" That the King of Inquanta has sent to me to say that he will send messengers to 
meet me ou the road down to Fommanah. That his messenger to the Governor CaD 

meet me down the road between tbis and Prabslle. (If any pei'son follows you from 
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Coomassie sent by the Cbiefs you are to direct him to return back again to Coomassie 
If he refuses to return you will come back to me at once yourself." 

To which the ex-King Koftee Kalkali sent the following reply:-
" My compliments to your master, Captain Barrow, and tell bim I thank him for his 

message. I will be quiet and wi ll not trouble anybody if OIVOOSU Kokor does not 
trouhle me . 

. , I will send a messenger to Jnquauta and will advise them to meet you on the road 
down. 

" I will also send you some messenger to see the Governor for me." 
T he Cbief Awooah added :-
" My compliments to your master. Tell him r will keep Koffee Kalkali quiet until 

bis return from the eOllSt. Messenger will go to Inquanta. I will myself see to all tbese 
things, and all shall be quiet." 

NOTE.- Mr. Asanti left Coomassie at 6 o'dock a.m. ou 26/5/83, and returned to it at 
2.15 p.Ul. tbe same day. 

3 1. Two or three dnys before leaving Coomassie for the coast I received a secret 
m~ssage from King Mensah at A brodie, which was brought to me after dark, repre­
senting that he bad something he wished to communicate to me if I would send a 
messenger to him for that purpose. I sellt Harvey, who had been to him on a previous 
occasion (the 11th May). 

The following is a copy of what Kiug Mensah said :-

Ex - KING MENSAH'S MESSAGE to me. 

Abrodie, May 26, 1883. 
" r was a King for nine years, and the Chiefs of Coomassie were always telling me to 
fight, as my brother (Koffee Kalkali) used to d~, bllt I did not mind what they said, and 

" so they began to hate me. I am very sony 1 cannot come to Coomassie to see you, 
but I beg ),ou to do all in your power for me. Please do your hest and see this case out 

" for me, and l beg you to ask the Chiefs to have Ille back again. I do not understand 
why they sent me bere, and then t?ld the people of the villages not to send me auy 

" food to buy. A man cannot lil'e WIthout food. [ beg of you to take me away with 
" you to the coast. If you do not do so the Coomassie people will kill me. I am £arry 
" that I am poor now, All my hopes are in you. I wisb you good bye." 

32. On Sunday Illurning, the 27th May, when preparing to leave Coomassie, and 
when engaged at the second farewell meeting which was being held between the 
Coomassie Chiefs and myself, they reported baving heard that some people from the 
many vilh~es called Os~cra \V~re on the road to ~ing Koffee Kalkali armed with g~ns to 
hring hml mto Coomassle. 1 h,s looked to ~e like a r~se on the p~rt of the CbIefs of 
the capital to mduce me to change my mtentlOn of leavmg Coomassle. Great pressure 
had been put upon me not to go away and leave them, as they termed it, to their fate; 
tumin'" to the Elders and Chiefs I told them that no such mmours could influence my 
arrang~ments, and that I should accordingly be lellving them within a few minutes. As, 
howe~er, I had formed the opinion to be vel')' distrustful of any assurance or promise 
made by ex-King Ko~ec K~lkali., whom I I~oke.d uPO? with great. suspicion, this incident 
gave me an opportulllt)' of agam co.mmullicatmg wl.th h,m, whIch I was .glad to avail 
myself of, in the hope that something more approxImate to what I conceIved was the 
real truth of his intentions might perhaps be elicited, thereupon adding to the Elders 
and Chiefs, " But I willlea,'e Mr. Asuut! hehind me for 11 few days with certain instruc­
" tions which will doubtless ensure the peace of your town, and secure tranquillity from 
" outside it." I then gave him the following message to convey to King Koffee Kalkali 
on the following day (Monday). " Tell King Koffee Kalkali with my compliments that 
" J have sent you again to him to tell him that I have heard that several people from Osacra 
" are going to him to put him on the stool by force. Remind him of the promise he gave me 
" through vou on Saturday last to remain quiet, and not bring on civil war and blood­
"shed. Tell him that it may be that these people are going to him unknown to him-to 
" entice him to consent to be conducted into Ooomassie; if this should be 80 you will 
" tell him lhat I am sure that he and his Chief Awooah will not listen to thel!l,but 
" will send them away." . c. ':. " 
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Mr . .A,ti.nti's statement in reply, a~ per hi s memorandnm dated Coomassie, 28th May, 
was ,j, follows :-

" On the road to A kropong this day [ met SOIlIC young men coming from A kropong 
" all "rme,\. [asked them what the news was; they said they had been to pay Ii visit 
H t.o their Ulilster, Koffee Knlkali, and he hacl told them to go back honle, as he would 
H not go to Ooomassie again; but when I got to Akropong I met a large (b8l'lllhly there, 
H more or less armed, and they were talking about going' into Coolll:lssic with Koff"ee 
" Kalkali; so the King told them to stop and listen to the message I had brought; so 
II when I delivered it these people became vexed and said, . You and your master ask 
" us to keep quiet, but we will not be quiet.' Then Koffee Kalkali sa id, ' If the Chiefs 
" 'who are on my side come and ask me to go to Coomassie I will go there, notwith-

, standing my promise to your master not to do so.' Then I s.id to the King, ' Shall 
" I tell him this? ' 'Yes,' said the King, 'that is my message to your master.' I the" 
H came away." 

33. Owing to the circumstauces of the late hour on Saturday night the 26th May, 
when my messenger Anaman arrived back in Coomassie from Mampong, Insutu (Nsuta), 
and Argoouah, and to the preparations which I was making for our departure from 
Coomassie for the following morning, it was not until Sunday afternoon (the 21th M:ry) 
on my arrival at Dayda),suwah that I had time and opportunity to w')rk out and realise 
the whole Gf what h~ reported to me. It amounted to this, tbat at Agoonah on Friday 
the 25th May be actually witnessed preparations for war. He saw the young men of 
that. town prepariug their guns for tire purpose of setting out upon some w:rrlike ex pedi­
tion; they were cleauing their guns, their powder horns, and cutting up the lead bars. 
He asked tbem what it all meant, and tbey told him that the troops of tbe King of 
Kokofn were already on the road to joiu them, that as wou as tbe junction of those 
orces bad been effected they wonld be joined by troops of tbe King of Insuta and of 
Mampong, aud that theu the combined forces would march upon Akropong to take 
Koffee Kalkali into Coomassie and fight their way for his restoration to the" stool." 
He went to Cofffe Atnahene, the King of Argoonah, to inquire if that which he had 
heard was true or false, and received from that King a confirmation of the ("uth of the 
report be had related to me. Incredible as the story seemed to me to lle, there were not 
wanting indications of a snspicious nature to establish its truth. The gravity of tire 
situatiou I felt was intense, for such an ill-advised cour,e of action as that of attempting 
to acqnire possession of the" stool" by force of arms on the part of those who 
represented but a portion of the entire Asbantee kingdom would have phmged the whole 
country into a civil war, the end of which no man living- could fcresee. As regards tbe 
inflnence which it would have on the trade of tbe coast, the gratification of such an 
Oombition as Koffce Kalkali's thus acquired, that is to say, by means of fighting, would 
have abolished it for an mdetinite period, tbe closing of roads would have ensued M "­

natural sequence, and II e should have had a vast amount of complication forced upon 
ourselves. 

Tbe good that had been accomplisbed by the "ccident of tbe visit of the mission to 
Coomassie in having hitherto averted hostilities by the "morale" of its presence there 
was . about to be undone by tbis inconsiderate and selfish precipitancy of events, in which 
tbe chief actor Koffee Kalkali himself had uothing to lose, nothing to relinquish, and a 
doubtful position to gaiu, which could only be won by wading through the blood of bis 
own people. These embarrasmeats condnced to a sleepless nigbt passed in the small 
village of Daydaysnwah; but on thinking well over the situation, I discovered a loop­
hole through which an attempt might be made to avert the horrors of a civil war, 
possessing unusual powers of expansion into other conntries. At daylight I wrote a 
letter to Mr. Asanti, the interpreter, embodying a message to the ex-King Koffee 
Kalkali and seat it off. The following is a copy of that communication, upon which 
thus rested the issue of peace or of war, aud the consequent existence of trade witb some 
of the principal coast towns of tbe Colony:-

"MR. ASANTI, Daydaysnwah, May 28, 1883. 
"READ what I now write to you, and learn it. Since I left Coomassie it has 

" been told me thut the King of Kokofn, the King of Argoonah, and some others, are now 
" on the road to Akropong to fetch the ex-King Koffee Kalkali, and to place him on the 
n. stool' of Ashantee by force of arms. You will have seen Koffee Kalkali this day at 
" Akropong. I wish you to go there)gaiu to-morrow (Tuesday) and to see bim again; tell 

him thl1t 1 have heard this report, and therefore send yo" to him to suggest to him not 
" to do auything which will brmg trouble, war, and bloodshed into his country. The 
" Chiefs of Cooma..sie have not yet asked him to re-occupy the I stool,' and jnst at present 
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" they seem determined to resist him if he attempts to enter Coomassie aO"ainst their wish' 
Ihis resistance means fighting and bloodshed, wilh more troubles tha~ ever; I (\m not 

" against him. I beloug to no side. I am not for Quacoe Duah or fo r him. [ caOle 
" to the couutr~ to co llect .information, and that is all, but if I see a bad war coming 

and can stop It by a few t imely words, I do so. By the treaty of Fommanah, tell him, 
" which was made between himself and Sir Garnet II' olseley, and which he reminded 
" me of himself in the first message he sent me (paragraph 24), he agreed to pay the 

large sum of 50,000 ounces of ~01,1. Since he left the' stool ' of Ashantee he hus 
" neve r been asked, that I know ot, to pay the large balance of 49,000 ounces still due, 
" but if he ·is going tn listen to the advice of fools before things are made smooth for hilll 
" in Coomnssie, and thereby bring ci"il war upon his own head, and stop all the trade 
" of the const, it may perhaps be weli for him to nnd out before taking action, which 

can be done by askillg the question, what his (bend the Governor of the Gold Ooast 
" thought about the matter, and if he had anything to say or not about this laro>e unpaid 
"balance, ' ·\' ill he have to pay it or not? " 0 

" (Signed) KNAPP BARROW." 

Mr. Asanti's statement to me is as follows, dated Coomassie, 30th May 18133, 
" I have .to 1I1.form you that I went to Akropong. yesterday, and read and explained 
" everythll1g (10 your letter of 28th Ma.y, "ntten from DaydaysulVah) to Kin'" 

Kofl'ee Knlkali, in the presence of the Chiefs. The King did not speak for about 10 
" minutes; the message made him ' dumb.' 

"After waiting some tillle I asked him if he had any message for you. In reply he 
" said. yes, but I must go to council with my Chiefs first of all. I said' all right, I 

will wait.' After the council was over the King aud the Chiefs reassembled and the 
" King said , 'Thank your Master Capt. Barrow for the message he has sent me. I 
" 'did not see the matter from that light before. I have no palal'er with the white 
" ' man, and therefore will not do that which may vex him. The Governor of the 
" , Gold Coast is mv fri end, and I will wait and hear what he will say.' " 

This letter fortnnately changed the aspect of affairs; it w"s its last paragraph ;~hieh 
barned and hightened Kalkali and his adberents. The troops dispersed and retired to 
I.heir homes, the ex-King to his seclusion at Akrapong. The only question upon which 
I was then anxious was as to how long this state of quiet aDd order would last. Would 
it last long enough to enable me to reach Cape Coast, and for your Excellency to 
communicate with Cooma>sie and with all p, rties concerned ? The conclus;on arri ved 
at was that it would so la;t. and thus the hopes I had presumed to form were re.alised 
as I designed them to he by an abstention 0'0 the part of the chief actor (Kalkali) in 
thia perplexing business from the commission of an act of folly which would have resulted 
in a civil war. I caused the purport of the letter to be made known to the King of 
Kokofu during the same day, viz., thc 28th May, and I circulated its purport as far ' and 
as wide as I ·could throughout the A.hantee country. Two days afterwards when on my 
way down tbe road, the King of Kokofu came across and met me at AgemmaDlu. He 
regularly intercepted me there by meaus of messengers he had put on the road conveying 
my movemen ts to him. .At Adwabin they spoke to me asking me not to pass Agem­
",.mu without seeing the King, which I agreed 10. When I met him there he looked 
very enquiringly at me, hut was rather mute. He had heard of my letter to Kalkali. A 
certain amount of comp: ssion for the old man prompted me to encourage him to say 
what he wanted, and to a-I; me any question he wished to. He spoke as follows:­
" And has the King to pay all thM money?" I replied, " You must ask the Governor, 
" it is not for Ole to say." He was much amazed, and seemed to regard me with a 
feeling not of dread but almost of re\'erence. I said to hiOl, "You are a great King, 
" and you are full of wisdom; you must not mix yow'self up iu the cause of others 

which will bring on civil war and greater troubles than cver in the country. You told 
" me when I was passing up the conntry the other day tbat the Governor was your 
" friend, and you gave me a message for him, which I am now going down to llel iver 
" to him; you •• id th"t you begged him to intelfere in Ashanu;e mat ters, and to put 
" some King on the' stool,' so tbat all Ihe Kings and Chiefs anel !he people may live in 

peace together; was not that so? " (paragraph 17). He replIed, " You are right, 
and I did give you that message." "Wen then," I said, ." What is the use of my 
giving the Governor your message, but before I can reach ~lIn and do so, you yourself 
go aud aid others in putting a King on the 'st~ol ,' whICh everybody admits will 

" brin&, on a civil War. Did yo u mean what YOll s~ld to me when I was {'HSSing lI]> ?" 
He replied, " I am wrong. I meau noW what I 'sald then, and I ask you notv to give 
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" nl\' messuge to the Govp.rDor." He then wen t all to the old subject, the revolt of bis 
great Cilief, Amuafn, of Dadiassic, tinally saying, " Ask tbe Governor to bring him huck 
.. to me that we may all he of one mind." "There you nrc ogain," I said, "You wont the 
" Governor not only to put a King on the ' stool ' for you, but you want him to selt Ie 
" the dispute between yourse lf and tbe Dadi.sse people, your own subjects, and yet 
" os r ha,'e been informed you are lending aid to Ko ffee Kalkali." ,; Tbat is all" 
" mistake," he said, " ~ wunt the Governor of the Cuast to put everything straight for 
"us. ,~re cmmot do so ourselves." We partcd very !!;ood friends. I told him that all 
his representations would be submitted, and I haste;led on to tbe coast with all the 
expedition the wet, bad weather, and worse roads would pennit of in order to put the 
case of the Ashantee troubles before yo ur E,cellellcy at Cape Coast, where I anticipated 
the favour of a meeting. 

34. From the statement of the Elders and Chiefs made ill Coomassie and not iced in 
paragraph 23 your Excellency will be cogn izant of the circulllstance that the choice 
of those Cbiefs is in favour of tbe dection of Quacoe Duah to the "stool " of their 
country. 

35. It may not perhaps be out of place if a few incidents pertaining to tbe lineage of 
som~ of tbe Kings of Ashantee be here recorded . In the early part of t.he present 
century Ossni Asibey was the King of Ashantee, he married AsaDtewa; the issue of that 
marriage was two sons and one daughter. 

1. Owusu Kokor now in Coomassie. 
2. Tacheow who afterwards married bel' cousin King Quacoe Duah. 
3. Ossoo Ansah now at Cape Coast. 
Kin~ Ossai Asibey had a sister named Ama Sawah, whom I will notice later on. It 

was thiS King who marched au army through alii' country and attacked us in the fort of 
Anamaboe. He died in Cooillassie and ,ras succecdrcl by his brothor Ossai Y now who 
married Yaah Agar, and had issue one daughter and one so n. 

1. Yaab Hom. Tbe present Mrs. Bannerman of Accra. 
2. O,soo Inquantibisa, who was sent to Englancl witb Os,oo Ausah. He died at 

Cape Coast. . 
In th is King's rei~n the battle Dodowah was fought in 18:t6, and wben the King had 

returned to his capItal after the battle a rel'ellioll of his Chiefs again>t himself broke 
out in Coomassie, the cause for which was that the King had impeached the ir conduct 
at that battle, in short had accused tbem of cowardie~ . Tbey left bim and separ,)ted 
to tbeir villages in the country; this stopped the roads, and all trade with the cuast 
towns was suspended. 

The Kin~ died and was succeeded by bis nepbew Quacoe Duah who married Tacbenow, 
his cousin, Just previously referred to . She was a sister of O"'tlSU Kakul' and of Owusu 
Ansab. At thiS time Mr. George M:cLean (afterwards Governor McLean) wetlt to 
CoolOa.sie accompanied by some of the Ashnntec prisoners taken at Dudowab. These 
prisoners were given back to the Ashalltees by him. The Chiefs in rebellion hud 
returued t9 Coomassie when Quacoe Duab took the "stool." A good understanding 
was arrived at upon Mr. McLean 's visit; roads were opened; trade with the coast 
revived and flourisbed, and the Ashantee treat.y of peace of 27th April 1831 was entered 
into. The issue of the marriage of' this King Qu.coe Doah with bis cousin Tacheao\\' 
was one SOll named Quaesie Afreeyea, who llJarried Yanh Cheeab, and tbe issue of lhat 
marriage was the young Quacoe Duah now in Coomassie and a candidate for the 
"stool " of his country. Quassie Afreeyea died soon after his S01 ,'S birtb . Tbe young 
candidate's mother, Yaah Cheeah, is now in Coomas.ie. I saw her frequently. Sbe 
herself is of royal descent, consequently it is the boast of all the supporters of young 
Quacoe Doah thal he is of" true royal blood," as be inherits it on tbe paternal as well 
as all lbe maternal side. The table for!,ling enclosure No.1 is intended to illustrate the 
descent. Of Afnah Cobree it is said to relate that, when engaged to be married to 
"Coffee Nti " uncle of the present Bunki (Tintin) (this is the grandfather of the 
Coffee Nti now in tbe West Indes, but in Asbantee tbe young man is not cal led Cotlce 
Nti after his grandfather, but "Donson."e ") she became enciente by a Cape Coast 
.Dlan of low origin, name unknown, a trader. It nearly produced a most serious 
disturbance in Asbantee but it was hushed up. It is now dangerous even to speaK oC it. 
The issue was tbepresent man cx-King Koffee Kalkali, who is liable at any moment to 
have the ~aunt. thro"" jn his face by his opponents. If tberefore it should be .the wish 
of Her Majesty's Government to have the present vacancy secured in perpetuity !IS far 
as humanly it can be, then it is a grave question how for it would be prudent to encomage 
Koffee Kalkali's candidature, as the people migbt rise a~ainst him upon this ground alone 
qt ,any moment if he off~nded th'~m. Arul}b Cvpree, bis mother, afte,:.w.ards , )llllrl'ied her 
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first love Coffee Nti (Buaki Tintin's uncle) and had issue the ex-King Ossoo Mensah, now 
at Abrodie, and two daughters named respectively Yaah Cheeah (yonng Quacoe Duah's 
mother) , and Akuah Finyin unmarried, who bas enjoyed amongst ber r0yal relatives and 
some Cbiefs a varied and troubled life in Coomassie, where sbe is still. Afuah Cobree 
is the so-called Queen mother. 

30. When in Coomassie I discovered the existence of a horrible means or neath. It is 
a law that neither the knife nor the sword can be employed in the destruction of the life 
of any of the Royal Family, or of that ofany woman of rank or position. When such a life 
has to be taken it is effected by striking the back of the neck of the victim with a heavy 
club, which often takes two or three blows to effect its purpose. In all my experience 
of these parts of Western Africa I had never before heard of this means of destroying 
human life, viz., "death by club." llearo, however, that it was formerly in practice in 
Aquapim, Aquamoo, and Al; im, but abolisbed from all tbose three countries now, and 
pertains only to Ashantee. 

37. The priucipal reasons, as related to me by the Elders and Cbiefs of Coomassie, for 
their opposition to the reoccupation of the" stool" of Ashantee by tbe ex-King Koffee 
Kalkali, are as follows :-

That when a King has once been dethr~ned and deported away, it is against the custom 
of tbe country to recall him or to allow him to come back again, and that the only 
possible way of infringing tbat custom with a ,·iew to his return would be by hi s drinkiDg 
" fetische " with them on tbeir invitation. Tloey said that so great an encroacbment on 
the custom of tbe conntry could ollly be p"operly effected by a hnman sacrifice as aD 
atonement in satisfaction of so great a departure from their universally acknowledged 
customs. Though his ad herents (the war party) would have no objection, they said, to 
this sacrifice, they themselves decidedly had, and th ey were resol"ed to oppose it. They 
were certain, so they informed me, that he would endeavour to recover back by iDtrigue 
or by force of arms if necessary the countries he had renounced all ri <>ht and title to 
under the Fommanah Treaty. They ackll owledged that he was personafly respected by 
many people on account of his general k indne" of character as is often testified to the) 
said when appealed to for assistance of any kind bj thoee in want . There were also 
many, they said, who, having lost their all under the cruel reign of his Brothel' Mensah. 
confiden tly calcnlaled that npon his return to the" stool " a general restoration of all 
their property would, as far as possible, take place. Such hope of restitlltion of lost 
property , they said, had encouraged most of his present supporters to adhere to bim, but, 
they added, he would never do this for them until he had made a compact with them 
that they in their turn should serve him to recover the countries he had lost, which 
promise they would be only too ready to gil'e and to perform. 

Another ol~eclion to the candidature of Kofl'ee KalkaJi arose out of the following 
circumstance which I will describe as it was related to me by the Elders and Chiefs. 
"After the battle of Odasoo, Koffee Kalkali deserted hi s army and escaped through 
" Coomassie to a village called Breman, to avoid captUl'e by the British troops. During 
" his stay there, he became in want of money and thereupon sent to the people in cbarge 
" of' the royal burial place at the Bautamah to drink' fetisch ' with him, because, as he 
" told them, he had something of a very private nature to communicate to them, and 
" tbat if auy body revealed the secret the peualty would be death. T bey went to bim 
" accordingly and drank the' fetisch.' This ceremony being ave,', he directed them to 
" retlll'O to the Bantatnah and to dig up the bodies of his grandmother Afuah Sapong 
" aDd ot' his great-uncle King Ossai Yaow. They did so as directed by him and took 
" from the coffins all the gold dust, gold trinkets, gold cbains, agari beads, and banded 
.. them all over to Kalkali. He distributed lUany of these articles to his wives, who 
" wore them. It was thus that Afuah Cobree observing some of these triukets on tbe 
" arms and fingers of ber son's wives recognised them as gems of ancient and unusual 
" beauty; the wonder arose whence Coffee Kalkali had obtaiued them. At leng th they 

were identified as having been worn years before by those who were thenlyiug buried 
" in the Bantamah. Muah Cobree proclaimed the di scovery. She reported it to the 
.. Chiefs of Coomassie. Kalkali having been informed thereof sent for all hi s relations, 
" together with all his Cbiefs, to meet him in his palace at Coomassie. The meeting 
" took place. He then informed them all that as his mother had disgraced him by 
" making known his theft of the Bantamab, he had resolved to blow himself up with all 
.. then and there assembled, to which the Chiefs insidiously replied' we are all willing to 
.. 'die with you but blow yourself up first.' " 

38. It was related to me tbat during the illness of the old King Quacoe Duah which 
ended in his death, he sent for Prince Owusu Kokor believiDg he was .. bout to die, and 
enjoined him to see to see that the" 8tool " was retained for his grandson the young 



man of that name who now aspires tv occupy it. T he old King remarked that it was no 
use for the sons of Afuau Cobree to have the" stool," bec""se neitbe), of them would be 
aole to "keep his honse in order." Tho)'e was SOllIe little d iffi culty in a),ranging at th e 
time for the occupation of the Vllc,mt "st.ool. " SOllie of tho Ashantee peopk being in 
favou!' of Kalkali. or of Men<ah; olhc)" in fill"<)Hr of t.he boy Quacoc Duah. A nominal 
snbsidy of 24 Ouuces of gold was paid hy Kal/;ali 10 YOUll;(."Quacoe Duah as an acknow­
ledgment Ihat the" stool " was only assumed and occupied at pleasure. Tbe operation 
was repeated. when .l\1ensah nssl~med the" stool " in IH7 -l hy his paying yonll.~ Quacoe 
Duah a subsidy uf 20 ounces of gold. The!)c p:IY IlIl'lIt s, l 'llil told, were 1I1 :.1I1c in urder 
also to establish Ihat the sou, of Afnah Cob)'ce were holde)'< of the" stool •. only at the 
will of the "onng- Quacoe DURh ",11 0 would <.lSSI!IHC oc(.'unancv whl'1I old cnou,rh Ther<' 
is but one pOlnt' in connexion with.' oung Quacoo Dual; ue(ng elected to tl~;' st.oul ,; 
which occurs to m" as being worthy of notice. It is. that a general be li ~f pervades the 
intelligent classes connected, and familiar with Ashantee politics. t hat in such an el'ent 
the Djuahin COlllltry would at onCe forieit. its present independence nnd resumc its former 
and normal character of a feud in allegiance with Ashantee. Tbe young man who is tb~ 
heir to the" stool" of Djuabin is li { ing in Coomllssie now with his a llOt. He is "bout 
16 yeurs of age. very black. hut remarkably gooll lookillg. His Jew.ish features are very 
prominent. We had many in terviews t"gether. but r did not attempt to eXlract any­
thing from him, kuowing how completely he was in the power of tbe Coom"ssie C biefs. 
He was vel'y interested when he hedrd that r knew his motber the late Queen Afrah 
Coomnh, and his grandfather Asafu Ajai at Lalt0s. He inquired after hi, sister the 
young girlwhu is now at Aburi and w',s ove l:ioyed whell he learnt that I had seen and 
remembered her quite well. 

39. When King Mensah was put. upon 'the "stool " on the remo"al of hi s hrother 
Kalkali in 1874 a significant occurrence took place by the Ashantee people directin!! that 
he should be recognised no longer as M ensab but , hould he called ' and known as 
" Bon800." He was accordingly called "Bonsoo.'· Tbe word "Bonsoo " in the 
Ashantee languages signifies a " whale," or as the Ashantees say, " t.he biggest fisb in the 
"sea." The Asbantee people said he shall he callcd "Bonsoo" os his ullcle O,.a i 
Asibey was who obtained great victories for th e Ashantees and acquired th.'Dl great 
fight.ing renown. The origin of the application 'of the word as a title for a King dates 
from the Ashantee attack upon Anumaboe Fort under King Ossai Asibey . Thc 
traliition is, th at during the lighling on tint occasion which end ed as t.he.,· claim 
victoriously for theill. a large fish nppcared in the sea before t hem just. outs ide the surf. 
Tbis was looked upon as" happy omen. They directed that Os,ai Asibey should then 
and there be known as "Bonsoo." He passed b'y that name during the remainder of his 
life. 

As regards Mensah. tbe Ashantee n"lion certainly believed that. heillg thus titled, he 
possessed similar pOlvers of conquest to his unc le Ossni Asibey and expected of him, as 
"Bonsno," that he would apply those newly-acquired attr ibules, supposed to he inspirecl 
by the word, to obtain back for them the countries they had lost by t he war witb the 
British in 1873 and 18H, and at some fitti ng opportunity would wage war with the 
E nglisb in the hope of wiping out the d;grace of their defeat in 1873-74. 

Bussumburu distinctly led my interpreter. Mr. A santi. to believe that war was intended 
in 1881 when the gold axe was sent down. H e reported tbis to me. I made inquiries 
which confirmecl that belief. It is a fact th"t during Ihe 1881 troubles with Ashantee. 
Kin.,. Mensah hal'ing heard of the defensive preparations being made on the coast, sent 
for OWUSll Kokor and a.ked him what was the best t.hing to do. The old Prince's advice 
was on no account to go to war with ,he white man, bu'. to pay anything he demanded 
rather than fight him. 

The following is a copy of Mr. .-\san ti·s statement to myself upon this point :- " In 
" some private conversations between myself and Bussumburu we came to some part 
" about himself and Buaki (Tintin) coming to the coast. which Bussumuuru said bad not. I 
" and Buaki '[iutin come to the coast ane! explained the meaning we did of sending the 
" golden Ilxe to the coast a great war would h81'e broken. out again. The axe was sent 
" aftcr this young man who ran away from Coomass]e, KlOg Me);,ah and all the ChIefs 
" and Elders in Coomasie were very angry. and all had a mind that by ali means, eren 

by force, tbey will get the young man back again to Coom"ssie from any ill.ce which 
" he may have run to. This W8S the reason of sending the golden axe. All the native 
" Kings and Chiefs of Asbantee and Falltee well understand ahoLlt this axc. My 
" belief from what B:Issumburu told me is that tbe Ashantees n'eant war against the 
" English if they held the young man." 
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40. It was almost impossible to ascp-rtain accurately the political relations ' to each 
other of the various tribes forming the present Ashantee kingdom, owing to the ' dis­
organised stnte into which the count,ry had been thrown by the rebellion, but from what 
I could glean and collect togBtber, my impression is that there is no inimical feelio " 
pervading the tribes towards one another. Each one has sm1rted in some way or otbe~ 
nnder t he cruel tyrannical r ule of Mensab, and they have nothing to thank Kalkali for. 
They are qllite aware of the ruined state of their country by t.he bad government which 
has existed so IWg und~r Kalkal.i an~ Mensah , ending in this rebellion. They know 
they cannot.p.ut the connty "stral~ht themselves, and that th:re IS but one power, and 
that the BntIsh Govemment, whIch can do so. They would. all he glad therefore "to 
meet your Excellency at P rnhsue, accompanied by a King nomin ated by themselves, to 
he instructed by the Government as to the proper \\"ay to exercise his office as King, and 
then to he put upon the" stool." 

41. It is my wish that your Excellency should know hO I\" materially I was assisted by 
Mr. Brandon Kirby throughont the trying work of thi s mission. He proved bimself a 
most zealous efficient officer, ever rendy for any work when it had to be faced, althougb 
suffering more or less from fever all tbe time. He rendered me great service, and did so 
more than once. 

42. The condition of the roads outside tbe settlement bave so often been described by 
those who have travelled over them in fine weather as bad, wretcbed, miserable, &c. tbat 
I must lel\ve the de~cription of their plight, as we found them, to tbe imagination , since 
no langnage could describe their fearfnl state or tbe misery tbey caused us. 

43. Tbe work done by my t wo interpreters, Mr. Obri~tian E. Asanti and Mr. Edward 
A. Sago, of Cape Ooast, was execnted far beyo!ld what I expected , They botb deserve 
mention to your Excellency. Mr. Asanti is already in the service, and is nndonbtedly 
eminently qualified for his work. Mr. E. A. Sago is a candidate for employment. No 
two men could have ~erved one better than they served me. 

H . Tbe conduct of the Houssa detacbment uuder Mr. Brandon Kirby's command, 
tbroughout the wbole tour of duty was most exemplary. No men could have bebaved 
better, notwitbstanding tbat temptations were often tbrown in tbeir IVay to commit 
excesses. There was a good deal of sickness among them and the ~arriers wilen we 
were at Coomassie, the sick list averaging seven or eight a day, but, owin§!; to the abun­
dant supply of medicine supplied by Dr. Easmon, and tbe excellent written instrnctions 
which he gave us for using them, Mr. Kirby wa~ able to cure all the men and return 
them SOOI1 to duty (one bammock man alone excepted, who died). 

45 . The market -p lace of Akaukuassie, as we passed down tbe road, was a sigbt to be 
seen, not easily to be forgotten. It was crowded witb many bundreds of traders exhibiting 
for sale bigh beaps of linen goods, Sheffield and other articles of Eurofean ind ustry. 
Since tbat time it bas been reported to me that Lhis market is now regular y attended by 
people from Assin, Denkera, Akim, Asilantee, Fantee, and Adansi, and tbat it is gradnally 
increasing .in extent. When ascending that road in April last not one trader was to be 
seen throughout its wbole length, from Pralisue to Coomassie, wbereas, on our return 
journey, we met perhaps 200 people every day, all proceeding from the coast to the 
interi"r, each one carrying some loads of European merchandise. It was no unusu(ll 
sio-ht during our tbree days detentiou at Mansne, on onr ''ray down, to SEe· as many as 
,,0 traders passing through that statioll at one and tbe same time, each carrying a load 
of Enropean goods to Ashantee. These people were Asbantees retnrning from the 
coast, showing tbat tbe confidence which had been lost by tbe diso rganised state of 
affairs across tbe Prah bad been restored, and tbat people were no longer afraid to leave 
their homes and to travel the roads we had o-pened up. 

46. The causes of the rebellion are briefly summarised as follows :- . 
1. T he crnel tyrannical acts of Mensah towards all his people. 
2. H is profligacy, with the beavy fines and barbarons cruelties inBicted by bim on tbe 

husbands and relations of tbe women he degraded. 
3. His ordering' and enforcing decapitation without the knowledge aud consent of his 

Chiefs. 
4. Tbe enonnity and injnstice of the fines imposed by him upon bis subjects, especially 

on those living in the provinces. 
5. A feeling of general mistrust on the part of bis people towards tbeir superior 

Ohiefs and autborities associated with and serving nnder such a diabolical Forni of 
government as Mensab's. :_ . 

6. A desire on the part of tbe population in general for more freedom, and a bet~er 
form of government, which would free them from the trade exactions .a:nd:elrgJu~ 
sions many were groaning under. "'! I". '; ';' . I I ,f·,!!c 
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7. A desire to be more like their neighbours on our side of the Prah, so as to develope 
commerce and civilization . 

-47: The present position of the Ashantee country may be described as one replete 
with embarrassment ann anxiety . A civil IVaI' has been averted by the happy circum­
stance of tbe Mi~sion from Accra arriving 011 Ashantce territory just in time to induce 
the Elders and Chiefs of Coomass ie to desist from their ack nowl edged intention of 
putling the young Quacoe Duah on the" stool " of their country. T his act would hav_ e 
mfiamed the adherents and the supporters of the c,.King Koffee Kalka li to hostile 
measures for his removal. The tire oncc kinnlcd wou ld soon have spread. T he Elders 
and Chiefs beard we were on the road, and wi ;ely deciden to withdraw from intended 
action until they heard from your Excellency. 

Tbey knew, of CO Ul'se, that they would leal'll something from the miss ioll, and awaited 
its arrival among tbem. 

48. It is known that there are t hree candiuates lor the" stool. " 
1. Q uacoe Dliah. 
2. Ex-King Koffee Kalkali . 
3. Ex-King Ossai Mensah. 

Mensah has no supporters, is not likely to receive any, and may be said to .entertain no 
bope of re-election. H e is in bondage as a sort of state pri soner of hi s country in the 
village of Abrodie some fi ve hours on tbe north-ea. t side of Coomassie. In his lIlessage 
to me (paragraph 31) be complains of being kept without food , and he asks mc to takc 
him dOil'n to the coast. 

From all I have iearnt it appears to me that it would be an act of charity if He r 
Majesty's Government could receive hi m, some provisioll being made for his main tt-nance. 

The supporters of ex-King Koffee Kalkalli arc uncerta in in name and in numbers, and 
likewise very wavering and fickle. He has however fewcr now than he eyer had, anu his 
chances of obtaining election either by the voice of the people or uy force of orms are 
more remote at the present moment than tbey have been before. On the 27th May last, 
when I left Coomassie, he was supported as I heard soon afterwards by the provinces of 
Coranza, Mampong, Nsuta, Kokofu , and many smaller hod ies such as Argoonab and 
Inquanta, &c., bllt tbey have all, according to latest advices by messengers from 
Coomassie, seceded from him, anu he is now or is about to become, so I hear from the 
same sources, a suppliant to your E:l:cellency to snpport him in his candidature. T he 
Argoonah's are reported to be his only supporters now. When [ was in Coomassie he 
promised my interpreter Mr. Asanti (paragraphs 24 aud 30) that he would not move out 
from Akropong or tnke any action which wonld produce civil war and additional compli­
cations. He broke that promise, whereupon the le tter from Daydayslnvah (paragraph 33) 
issued forth and destroyed his power. Quacoe Dunh is supported by all the Rlelers and 
Chiefs in Coomassie. His candidature has never been canvassed outside Coomassie, but 
ITem all that I could lemn on the road, and from inquiry in every direction, there is no 
reason to suppose that therc would be any opposition to his election; in fact tbere nr : 
good grounds fo r anti cipating tbat such a candidature would be universally approved of, 
save and except perhaps the iustances of Bequoi, Danyassie, Dadinsse, and now Inquanta, 
hut these and any others I apprebend could he satisfactorily disposed of in " DUI·ba.r" at 
Prabsue withont much difficulty. 

49. The general feeling of the people being opposed to beavy fining, buman sacrifice, 
and punyaring, which tbey acknowledge bas culminated in their present deplorable and 
distressed position, tbey arc anxious for the abolition of tuese customs. They are 
favourably disposed to general trading, increasing their agricultural callings, and to 
undisturbed trading facilities with tbe coast, and unquestionably seek s uch a better form 
of government as will yield them what they want. They court and solicit your Ex­
cellency's intercessions towards these ends. They have begged mc to implore your 
Excellency to listen to their appeal, and to give them what they ask for . Tbey say 
tbey cannot do it tbemselves, and tbat nothing bnt the British Government can. The 
Chiefs and Elders of Coomassie, tbe villages in my route, the King of Kokofu, the Chief 
of D~iassie) the Chief of Daniassie, tbe King of Bequoi, aU urged me to beg your 
E-x;cel1ep.cy _.to com~ ·to their assistance, to put their co untry straight for tbem, so that 
they may all be "of one mind" as in th (;, .time.of Governor ,VIc Lean, whom they still 
revere· and calHo· tbis day --H-Ohronie -Badaie," which -means" the time of the ' wbite man 
" when everybody slept 'Sound." 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) K NAPP BARROW. 
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Enclosure 1'\0. I of Report. 

OlOSlt i ¥ilowthrotbt·), 
ofO,.!!ai Asibcy). 

<.!uacU\: DUlI.h (gOIl '('acheuow (his 
of Amal:: Sawah first cou!ioin). 
and nepbew of 
hi~ two iww('diah: 
predeces~ors ). 

Name or Children. 

OWUllU J{ okor ( I ). 
Tacbeaow_ 
OS500 Aosab (~). 

Yliah H OLD (:1). 
Os!:oo IDquantabi,;a (4) 

Quasi Afrt:eYIl \."on) 
who married. 

\"aab Cheeah ( i) aud 
bad issue. 

Quacoe Duab. now in 
Coomassie and candi­
date (or the Tf\.eant 
.. StooL" 

Name of K;Dg'S S;, ler. I Nos. I RemRrks. 

I
Amah Sa\'ab, married 1 1 I Now in Coomassit:. 

(n.'Tlc Dot kno1l."D) And 
batl t\I'O children, viz: Now at Cape CO'1... .. t. 

I. Quacoe Duah. 
, 2 .. \1'Il ",h ~np"'ng, girl. Mrs. Do.llnC'rman of' A cera. 

Afuab Sapong, married I W'ent to England as 
(name not known) aOfI . hostage and died at 
had issue : I ' Cape Coast. 

I. Afua.h ColJree (S). I Kotf"ee Kalkali'g motber. 
2. Amah Pokuah (6). ! I Died of small-pox when] 

l wa5 in Cooma...qie. 

Afuah Cobree (5) 11-" re- j 
lilted in paragraph 35. I 
and bad i!<sue : : 7 

~: g:s~e: ifea~::t 1 
:J. Yaab Cbeenb (7). ' 
4. Akuab FinyiD (8) . 

Youug QUIlCOC Duah'. 
mother, now in Coo­
mllyie. 

In Coomaasie. see para. 
ppb 35. 

No.IA. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G ., to the nIGHT H ON. THE EARL OF D.ERBY. 
(Receil'ed September 25, 1883.) 

Cbristiausborg Castle, Acora, 
My LORD, August 26, 1883. 

WITH reierenoe to tbe subj eot of my Despatch dated August 21st, 1883,* viz. , 
t.he stat.e ofaffairs in As banti (alit! in reference to enclosure No.3 in Despatoh uated 12th 
Augnst,t on ti 'e same subjeot, viz. , in structions to ~,Ir. Brennan to prooeed to Prabsue) . 
r have the hOllour to trall,mit to your Lordship n copy of Ii letter whioh I bave received 
this day frolll the Inspector-General oover i11 )( a lett.er froll' Assi,ta11t Illspector Brennan. 

~. Mr. Brellnnn reports that he had arrived at Pruhsue on tbe 20th August 1 ~83. 
3. He bad learned that fightin )( had ocourred between the ad herents of Coffee Knlkalli 

and Q,lIacoe DlIah on the lOth . 
4. He purposed pr()ceeding to Formana on the 20th exoepting his journey were 

interfered with by this ontbreak. 
r hal'e, &c. 

(Sigued) SAMUEL ROWE, 
The Rigbt H on. tbe Earl of Derby, Governor. 

&0. &c. &0. 

Enclosure in No. 18. 

I NSPECTOR-G ENE"'L to ASSISTANT COLONIAL SECR~~TARY, NATIVE AUAlRS. 

SIR, Elmin" Castle, August 24, 1883. 
r HAVE t he honour to forward, .. Post to Post," Mr. Brennan's report on 

Ashanti affairs ii'om Prahsue for tbe iufol'mation of his Excellency the Governor, 

The Assistant Colonial Secretary in 
charge of Native Affairs, Accra. 

• No. 17. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) L . A . BRYDON, 

Inspector-General. 

t No. 14 . 
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Assistant Inspector BRENNAN to INSPECTOR.GENERAL. 

S IR, l'rnhsue, August ~o, 188:3. 
I HAVE tbe honour to report , for the informat.ion of his Exccllen ~y the Governor, 

thRt, in aecO\'dance with instructions I · lelt Elmina ~n the morning of the 16th, and 
arrived at Prahsue on tbe 19th instant. Upon m )' Mrind I endeavoured to ascertain 
nny information of movement concerning Ashanti which I could, anu found that the 
adherents of Coffe e Kalkalli and those of Quaeoe Duah had commenced host ilities on 
the loth ins taut, and that a nnmber of rnt'O have been kill ed and wounlit'd upon both 
sides. 

I beg to state that. I purpose proceed in g· to FOlllmanah on tbe 22nd instant to carry 
out the instruct ions of his Excellency in as far as they are not affected by the present 
outbreak, when I hope to be enabled to gain more full aud reliable information t han I 
could possibly expect or hope to obtain here. 

I have, &c. 
(~igDed) GeORGE BR>:NA N, The Inspcctor. (;cneral, Gold Coast 

Constabulary, Elmilla Castle. Assistant Inspector, Gold Coas t Constaloulal,),. 

No. 19. 

GOVERNOR Sm S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received September 25, 1883.) 

Christianshorg Castle, Accra, 
~1Y LORD, August 26, 1883. 

I REGRE1' to have to report to your Lordship that information has reached me of 
a threatened disturbance in the district of Western Ak im. 

2. This district lies to the right or e.,tward of t he road from Cape Coast to Prahsue, 
and north of the route from Accra to Mansue. 

3. 1 am told that formerl y the rOllte through the Akim country to Ashaot i was much 
used; r belie"e there are still many Akim villages on the northern side of the Prah. 

4. At the time of the troubles with Ashanti in 188 1 the then King of that district, 
Quabbenah Fllah, IVas very wishful to regain possession of the conn try which had 
belonged to his fathers on the north side of the Prall. 

5. I have t he honour to attach copies of statements which have been taken dOlVn by 
the Assistant Secretary. 

6. In one of these mention is made of a r1l010<lr that Coffee Ahinquah had sent for 
the people of Dadiassie in Ashanti to come and help him. 

7. Mr Kirby informs me that at the time of his passing Amoafnl with Captain Barrow, 
at an interview they had with the Chief of Dadiassie, the latter stated that he had an 
influential friend in the Protecturate, the King of Western Akim, and that t bis King 
,vonld plead his (Dadiassie's) case with the Govemor, and get penuission for him to 
come into the Protectorate. 

8. In the 5th paragraph of Despatch dated 8th April 1883,* I had the honour 
to report that messengers from the people of Dadiassie had come to Accra, and also 
that they were introduced by the King of Akim Swaidroo. 

9. Akim Swaidroo is the place which is referred to in the attached papers. 
10. I propose to see the Queen's Advocate on tlli ~ matter, and make arranRements for 

Mr. Kirhy to pro~eed at once to Akim. I had already intended that he should pass by 
. Akim in a farther visit to Ashanti. 

I have, &c., 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, 
&C. &c. &c . 

(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 
Governor. 

• No. 67 in [0.-3687] July 1888. 
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Enclosure I in No. 19. 

STATEMENT of Qua~in, captain for.the ChIef Cleland of James. To~.n, Accra, touching 
the mtended hostlhtles between King Attah Fuah, of , lnsuum, In Western Akim, 
and Chief Coffee Ahinquah of Akim Swaidroo in the same place, taken before me, the 
undersigned,. Charles D .. Turton,. A.ssistunt Col?nial Secretar)' in Charge of Nntivp. Affairs, 
at the Colonial Secretanat, ChrIStlansborg, th l ~ 25th day ot August 1883, 

QUAMIN'S STATEMENT. 
QUAMIN states as follows :-1 am a Captain, and live in James Town, Accra. 

Mr, Cleland sent me to illform the Governor that a Chief by the name of Obendakun, 
who Jives in a vill age named lnsuaim near here, sent to inform him that there was going 
to be a fi ght between Attah Fuah and Coffee A binquah, and that he sent his people to 
buy g nns and powder from him (Mr. Cleland), as he heard this he thought it right that 
he should at once report this to the Governor. They have bought no guns, there are 
five of them, and tbey are still at Mr. Cleland's. There are plenty of guns to be sold in 
tbe town. These people have bought none. 

his 
QUAMIN X 

muk. 
(Signed) CHAS. D. TURTON, 

Assistant Colonial Secretary. 

Taken before me at Christiansborg, thi s 25th day of August 1883, tbe same ha\'ing 
been interpreted by C. W. Badger, Interpreter at Governm~nt House to the ~aid 
Quamin. 

(Signed) CHAS. D. T URTON, 
Assistant Colon ial Secretary. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 19. 

STATEMENT of Coffee Coomah, a messenger of Chief Obendakun, of Western Akim, 
toucbing the intended hostilities between King Attnh Fuah, of Insuaim, in Western AkiOl, 
and Chief Coffee Ah inquah, of Akim Swaidroo in the same place, taken before me, 
the unders igned, Charles D. Turton, Assistant Colonial Secretary in Charge of Native 
Affnirs, al: the Colonial Secretal'iat, Chri<tiansbol'g, this 25th clay of Augnst 1883. 

COFFEE COOMAH'S S'rATl:::\IENT. 

COFFEE COO~tAH states as follows :-
I am a messenger of Chief Obendakun aud live at Insuaim. This town is about 12 

hours from here aud under King Tackie, My master is 1\ Chief of Akim and belongs 
to Attah Fuah, the King or Western Akim: We heard !I rumour of war between King 
Attah Fuah and Coffee Ahinquah. Our master sent LIS then to find out if it WItS true. 
We found all the people of Insuaim, where Attah Fuah lives, preparing for war. They 
were arming themseh es with powder and gUDS. We heard that Coffee Ahinquab had 
sent for the people of Dadiasie in Ashnn ti to come and help bim ; this was only rumour. 
Attab F uah's people were still ill the town of l llsuaim . I cannot say of my own know­
ledge tbat the people were going' to send tbe women away, but I heard tbe Akim 
Swaidro people had sent tbeirs awny, Both parties are ready to fight, tbey have sworn 
tbeir oath that any mall who has a wife must have a gun. Attah 'Fuab has most Ulen. 
I could not say for certain that tbe Dadiasies would come, they are foul' days' j ourney 
di stant. I am sure that if the wbite man does not interfere at once there will be a fight-

h~ 

COFFEE COO~JAH X 
maiko 

(Signed) CHAS. D. TURTON, 
Assistant Colonial Secretary. 

Taken before me 'at Christiansborg, this 25th day of August 1883, the same having 
beCl} in terpreted by O. W. Badger, Interpreter at Government House, to the said Coffee 
Coomah. 

t ' 

(Signed) CHAS. D. TURTON, 
.. Assistant Colonial Seerets,ry .. 

,,~ 
~ 
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No. 20. 

GOVERNon SIn :-;. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIG liT HON. the EARL OF DERBY. 
(Recei\'ec\ Septem ber 25, 1883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accnl, 
My LORD, August. 27, 1883. 

IN continuation of my Despatch dated the 21 5t August 1883," forward­
ino' a copy of Captain Barrow's report on his mission to Ashanti, I h:lYC the honn"r to 
tr~nsrnit to your Lordship a copy of an itinerary prepared by Assistant Inspector Kirby, 
and "plan of the town of Coom.ssie also furni shed to me by that officer. 

I bave, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, The Right HOIl. the Earl of Derby, 

&C. &c. &c. Governor. 

Enclosure in No. 20. 

Itinerary of Journey from ACCRA to COOi\fi\SSm, April to June 1883. 

Dnte. Left. 

, 
1883. 'I 

A pl'il 2 - Christians­
horg. 

May ' 

{
Cape Const 

- }~lminl1. 

Cape Const 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 -
21 -
22 -

23 -
.24 -

26 -
26 

27 
28 
29 -
30 

2 

Ek~ful 

Fanti Ynn, 
CoomtlSsic. 

Monsue 
Foosoo 
'Prahsue 

" Milmnn 
Cheribroom 
Fomannb 

Am~ful -

Kassi 

Coomassie -

" 

Coomassie -

I Mrind .t. I Oat" I 
I C'pe Co.,, 

Elmina -} 
C8peCon~t 

Ekrof1l1 
Fanti Yan, 

Cooma.ssie. 
lVfllnslle 

Foosoo 
Prahsue 

.A.&man 
Cheri\.noom 
Fomaonh 

Am;~ful -

Adjumum 
Kassi 

Coonlassie -

April 1 

April 7 
8 

9 

\0 
11 

Apri l 17 
18 
19 

April 2 1 

Apri123 
:1 2-1 

Apri l 26 

Time token. 

3 days 

}
2 hour.'! -{ 

2 " 

7i hours -
7t 

10 hour!! 

5 boul'S 

GENEJUL Rt:)IAIfI{ ,~ . 

.i\II.Hle tho jOUl'D ':>Y per 8.S, Kil'lsemho. 

Inspcctf:'1 1 (,s(,ort. of Hous~sJ and mlulp, 
nrraogements at Cape C03~t fa!" ('arriers . 

Armngcd IOIl t1 S, &c., for cl\rri er~) all..! 
mnde ont their rol l. 

I";"w the Kiug of AlJrncfnoopn. 
Sft\\" King Chiboo, nnd ClJit'f Menl'nh of 

lnkrou. 

Very wet wcather. Cnpt.. Barrow dOlVD 
with fever. 

Barrow down with fever. 

~nw King Inknnsah. 
Hall prua \·en~. 
Saw King of Becque. 
R&d pnlavers with Kings of Becque, 

Dndinssie, and Danyinssie. 
Had palaver wit.h King of Kokofu. 
Chief Bussumuroo arrived with ruesso.ge 

from CoomASsie- Chiefs asking us tu wait 
a. day Itt II Knssi .. before entE'ring 00000-
nssie. 

2 bours Saw Chiefs of Coomassie :l.t a public 
meeting on t.b~ King's HiJI. 

- dRY, 
- } Had P:l.lnvers with the Chiefs twice each 

= Complaints made against Kofl'ee-Kn.lknlLi. 

{

Had palat'cr ond an-anged to send for 
, Mo.npong, Ioslltah, .A.guo~, lnquantll,. 

and Karnnza. to attend (if they wished) 
t.he palavers. 

• No. 17. 
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Date. 

May 
4 

5 - { 

6 
7 
S 
9 

10 
II 

12 -{ 

Left. 

AckropoDg 
Coomassie. 

13 A brodie Coo-

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

27 
28 
29 

30 
31 

June 1 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

8 
9 

10 
II 
12 
13 

14 
15 
IG 
17· 
1M 
19 
~o 
21 

massie. 

Cooma-ssie -
Dadasua 

AW08.f~1 

Amo.fu l 

F'omaoah 

,. 
Assaman 
Prallsue 

Assin Ynn 
Coomassie. 
Sutah 
Mansue 

ELmiua 
Cnpe COllBt 

Snl ~ Pond -

Ak~h 
Winnebab -
Cooks Loaf 

64 

Arri •• d .t. I D • .,. I Tim. take •. 

Ackl'opong 
Coomassie. 

Abl'odi~ Coo­
massie. 

l>adRSua 

Amonful 
Becque 

Fomanah 

Assaman 
Pmhsue 
Assin Yan 
Coomllssie. 

Sntnh 

Mensue 

" Inkl'So 
Assaboe 
Cape Coast 
and Elminn.. 
Cape Coast 

Snit Pond -

Akr.h 
Winnebo.h -
Cook. Loaf 
Accra. 

May 5 

M.y 12 

May 27 

May ill 

June 1 

June 4 
5 

" 6 

Junell 
" 12 
.. 13 

,, 14 
)I 15 
,. 16 

Juno18 

" 19 
j, 20 
" 21 

5 hours 
5 houI'!' 

{ 
5 hours 
5 hours 

.5 hours 

1 hour 

S hOlll'S 

10 hoore-. 

2 hours . 
II 
8 

2 

10 hours 

9 ho'urs 
10 
10 

t
Had palavers aDd impressed upon the 

Chiefs and people to remain quiet, for 
ir a-ny more fighting occurred we should 
lea.'fc " Coomassie." 

Saw K ing Koffee-Kalkrul i ILDd l'eturned 
him his people who had been tuea 
prisonera by the Coomassie people on 
the 2nd inst. }'{ade hlm return the 
Coomassie's he had taken prisoners 

C and he promised to remaln qu iet. 

}.~ ..... -~, 
} 

Saw King Mensah and took down bis l complaint .gainst the Coomas8ie Chien.. 

f'~ '~'''"''''. 
J 
{

Waited for Interpreter Asa.nti, who Wf\S 

sent. wit.h a. message to King Koftee­
Kalka-ill, impressing upon him tbe 
Iler-essit)' of remaioing quiet. 

'Vent to see King and hear bis complaint 
against some of' bis young men. 

Passed (j Ahkanknssie," a. greaL ma.rket. 
Mnrket day every Friday. From 1,50U 
to 2,000 traders in this ma.rket. MILo­
chester goods principally sold. 

Tried to rench Lake Boc>smaquss, but 
owing to sto.te of roa1s from the wet 
weather i t was impossible. 

H ad palavers with King and Chiefs. · 

} nel.Yed through weather (he"vy min'): 

j BRANDON KlIII!Y, 

'.Il 
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No. 21. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.~J.G., to the RrGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received September 25, 1883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My LORD, August 2;, 1883. 

IN reference to the subject of my Despatch of yesterday's date," viz., the 
threatened disturhance in tbe district of Western Akim, I have the honor to report to 
your Lordship that I have conferred with tbe Queen's Advocate, and have decided 
that it is desirable to furnish Assistant InR~ector Kirby with warrants for tbe apprehen­
sion of the rival Chiefs of AkiOl should it chance that they should make any objection 
to complying with his request to at once visit me here if he finds the state of aftairs in 
Akim requires that they should do so. 

2. The Cbief Justice bas issued warrants for tbe apprehension of these Cbiefs, baving 
received sworn information as to the condition of affairs in tbe Akim district. 

3. The Commissioner of the Accra district bas been instructed under a similar 
process of Court to arrest tbe persons wbo bave come to Accra for the purpose of 
purchasing guns and gunpowder, sufiicient evideuce having been produced to show 
that these persons are conspiring to commit a breach of the peace. 

4. I propose that Mr. Kirby should leave so soon "s I have completed thc necessary 
instructions; he will take with him !l force of 33 Houssas. 

5. I bave tbe honor to transmit. to your Lordsh ip a report (in reference to this 
disturbance) which has been compiled by Assistant Colonial Secretary Turton, and 
some DOtes on the road through Akim to Ashanti. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure I in No.2!, 

D,STURDANCE in 'VESTERN AKIM. 

Colonial Secretariat, Christian.borg, 
SIR, August 26, I 88a. 

IN accor'dance with your Excellency'S instructions I have the honour to submit 
the following particulars with reference to tbe present disturbed state of Western Akim. 

The Kin~ of Westel1l Akim is named Attah Fuab, and be resides at" town named 
Insuaim, which is situated at a distance of about 80 miles from this place. 

One of his Chiefs, named Coffee Abinquab, resides at. a town named Akim' Swaidro, 
which is situated about four miles from Insuaim, and is about tbe same size. 

This Chief appeals to bave become powerful, and claims to be independent oftbe King 
and an independent sovereign. 

On the 27th J nly last a nesseDger namee! Aquasie Beo and two followers arrived here, 
:ond he stated that he had been sent by Chief Coffee AhinquRh to inform your Excellency 
that one of his people Damed Jum.h, who was a noted sheep stealer, went on or about 
the 19tb July to Insuain to steal. 

Wbiist domg tbis he was caught and t.aken before tbe King, who said that he had not 
come to steal but to poison him, and therefore he must be put in log, which W8S ac­
cordingly done. 

When the Chief heard this he rent Ulessengns to inform the King tbat tbe man Jumab 
had Dot been .ent. to poison bim, but as this statement was not believed tbe messengers 
were all put in log, and the King sent aDd told the Cbief that be must bold himself in 
readiness ior he was coming te fight him. ' 

Under tbese circumstances, and us the Chief was not able to oppose the King, he re­
quested tbat a European officer be sent so tbat he might illquire into and settle tbe 
matter between them. 

• No. 19. 

\l iU07. I 

: ..... 



Go 

Whilst tbis request was under consideration one of the sword bearers of the KinO" 
named Coffee Appah, accompanied by two followers, arrived here and informed me ~~ 
the 28th July that the king had instruct-ed him to inform the Governor that lIe had. 
found a man named J umah in the town of Insuaim, whicb man belonged to Chief Coffee 
Ahinquah, and that thi~ man had confes,ed in tbe presence of himself and elders tbat the 
Chief had given him medicine to bury in tbe town, which was to poison the people. 

By the advice of his Chiefs and people he ~ent for the Cbief to come and explain the 
matter, but this Coffee Ahinquah refused to !lo, saying that if the King was a man he 
could come and fight him. 

The King seeing how things were going thought it advisable to ask your Excellency 
to send some person to settle the matter. . 

The following day your Excellency saw the messengers of both parties at the lodge, 
and informed them, after asking whether they bad fought, and received the reply that 
they had not, that if they had fougbt tbey would have found out their mistake as tbe 
land belono·ed to tbe Government. Tbey could go and tell their King that you would 
have no fightinl/: amongst them, and if they could not settle amongst themselves then 
botb the Kings (King and Chief) should corne down to you witb all parties concerned. 

The lllessengers said such was the wish of their respective mai;ters, and they then 
received leave to return to Akim. 

Nothing further wu' heard from either party IIntil the l5th instant, when the messenger 
Aquasie BeD returned and said tbat the King had ~ent another messenger to his master, 
t he Chief Coffee A hinq"ah, to say that be would certllinly fight with him, and that his 
people had begun to plunder the plantatiolh of tbe Akim Swaidros. His master asked 
that your Excellency would interfere. 

This mes~enger was follo\\'ed by a Cbief of Akim ::Swaidro with three attendants, who 
arrived 011 the 22nd. They confirmed what had already been ;tuted as to tb.e state of 
affairs, bUl he auded that be "ud the townspeople hacl heard that Attab Fual! was 
buying guns U<J<1 powder and that the ,"<'men and ch ildren wer~ removing· from one 
vilhcge to anot!er . 
. In reply to the Illl'ssages hrought oj" the h.st two sets of messengers your Excellency 
lDformed thew that au officer 1V0uld ue sent whom they could accompany. ., 

Tbe latest information I have received is that of yesterday, and lor which I am indebted 
to Mr. Cleland, who is one of the Chiefs of James Town, AccrJ. Tuat gentleman sent 
his captain, lIamed Quamin with a lUan named Coffee Coomah, who with four others have 
been sent by Chief Bendakun of tbe Attah Fuah party to buy guns and powder. The 
man, Coffee Coomah, state> that he went to Insuaim and found all tbe people of that place 
preparing for war, aud tbey were arming themselves with both guus as well as powder. 

(11 accordance lVith the advice of the Queen's Advocate I shall get out the warrant, 
early in the morning so tbat they can be placed in the hands of Assistant Inspector 
Kirby, and he will thus be ellabled to bring both parti~s down. 

The warrant, for the five men I "ill get in the morning, and see Mr. Cleland with n 
view to ohtaining further information as to tile purchase of guns and powder here, 
uut 1 understan(! tbat tbey would probably be bought at ~altpond, which i. nearer than 
here. 

I informed Mr. Cleland's mes,enger, Captain Quamin, tbat he must convey your 
Excellency', tbanks to Mr. Cleland for rhe information whic" he ilJLd been so good as 
to give, nnd to <l sk him to prevent the purchase of any guns hy the messengers of Chief 
Obenduko. I also warned Coffee Coomah against buying guns or powder, and be 
promised to not buy any. Captain Quamin slso said that no guns shall be bought 
by these people. 

I have, &0. 
(Signed) CHAS. D. TURTON, 

Assistant Colonial Secretary in 
Charge of Native Affairs . 

. 12.40 pm.-Warrants have since writing above come to h,md. Delivered at once 
to Mr. Kirby. 



Enclosure 2 in No. 21. 

MEMORANDU~I ON ROAD. AKI'I TO ASHANTI. 

Report says much trade used to pass between Accra. and Ashanti by a route t.hrough 
Akim. 

2. Assistant Inspector Thompson followed thi. route in the journey he made in June 
1882 (see Itinerary, dated £IminA, Rrn July 1882, attached to Admiuistrator Moloney's 
Despatch, dated August 8, 1883). 

3. The most northerly point reached by Assistant Inspector Thompson is marked on 
the sketch of the route furnished by him as !ribee. 

4. In the survey of the Busurn Prah attachcd to Lieutenant (now Lieutenant.Colonel) 
Hart's report, attached to my Despatch to Lord Kimberley, dated June 5th, 1883 
(printed in Parliamentary Paper>. 18tll. C.-:-J064), the same place, Irihee, is shown 
(printed witb a prefix Ai.). 

5. The ronte from this place appears to run almost due north; it is parallel wi th the 
Prab river, through Beronns.!, marked both in Colonel Hart's und Assistant Inspector 
Thompson's maps. 

6. From Iribee Assistant Inspector Thompson passed to I'ahooroodoo. 
7. A<sistant Inspector Thompson and Lieutenant-Colonel Halt appear to have both 

crossed the River Prah at a place cal led Cocochinchin. 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
August 27, 1883. 

No. 22. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the !{WHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(lteceivrd September i!5, I "~;{.) 

Christiansborg Castle. ACCrA, 
My LORD, August 27. 188:3. 

IN reference to my Despatch of this date, " on the subject of the threatened 
disturbance in Western Akim, and also to my Despatch, of yc>terdayt on the suhject 
of the state of affairs in Ashanti, I have the llonour to transmit to your Lordship a copy 
of a. telegTam which I have just received from Mr. Turton, who has gone to Accra on 
business connected with tbis matter. 

2. Mr. Turton reports messeng·ers have come to Accra, who say that the Dadiassie 
people have" crossed (the Prahl and are in the Protectorate," that they" are in Coffee 
" Ahinquah's croom." He also says "that the Dadiassies have caught one of the 
representatives of Attah Fuah, who is the Chief in opposition to Coffee Ahinquah, and 
taken his badge from him. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Governor. 

Enclosnre in No. 22. 

TELEGRAM. 

TURTON to GOVERNOR. 

MESSENGERS from Attah Fuah came to King· Tackie last night, they say that · the 
Dadiassies have .crossed a.ud are in the Prot('ctorate: 'They are in Coffee Ahinquah'8 
croom. WIll" brmg measengers at ·onc~. The Darllnss,es have caught one of A ttah 
.Fuah's repie8~ntatives, called Occrah, and taken his badge from him. 

• No. 21 . t .No. 18. 
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No. 23. 

The RlGHT HON. THE EARL CJF DERBY to GOVEltNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

SIR, Downing Street, October 2, 1883. 
. I HAVE. tbe honour to ackno\vledge the receipt of your Despatches,O reporting· the 

arnval of Assistant Inspector Brennan at Prahsue, alld the repOit of fighting in Ashanti, 
the outbreak of disturb;mces in Western Akim, and the crossing of the Prah into the 
Protectorate by the Dauiassie people. 

I trust that the actioll you have taken ill these matters will avert anI' further difficulties 
.and trouble. -

I have, &c. 
Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERBY. 

No. 24. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. , to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL of DERBY. 
(Received October 3, 1883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My LORD, September 1, 1883. 

IN reference to the subject of my Despatch of the 27th ultirno,t viz., the 
threatened disturbance in Akim, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a 
copy of the instructions I caused to be issued to Mr. Kirby for his guidance on his 
visit to that district. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, (f\igned) SAMUEL ROWE, 

&c. &c. &c. Governor. 

Enclosure in No. 24. 

INSTRUCTIONS to ASSISTANT INSPECTOR KIRBY, Gold Coast Constabulary, to proceed to 
AXlM. 

As you are aware for some time a quarrel has existed between the Chief of Aklm 
Swaidro and the King of Western Akim, and I have been informed that the misunder­
standing is now likely to lead to a breach of the peace, and I request that you will be 
good enough to proceed to Akim without. delay. 

2. You should first visit Insuaim as being the town of Attah Fuah; on arriving 
there I request that you will inform the King in the usual manner that you have been 
sent by me to inquire into the disturbance wlrich has been reported to me. 

3. You should take the earliest opportunity of_ seeing him and Iris Clriefs in 
person. 

4. So soon as you are sufficiently informed of the state of affairs at Insuaim you 
should go to Akim Swaidro, and you should see Chief Coffee Ahinquah. 

5. You should tell him similarly that I have sent you there to inquire into those 
differences which are reported to exist. 

6. You are authorised by me to inform him, that I will look patiently iuto =y 
complaints he may have to make against King Attah Fuah, but that I cannot allow 
him (Coffee Ahinquah) to consider himself independent of the King of Akim. 

7. If you find tbat the state of affairs permits inquiry to be made looally, and you 
think that such action is not likely to provoke a breaoh of the peace, you will direct 
Coffee Alrinquah to visit you at Insuaim, whioh is the town of the King of the district 
to which he belongs. 

• Nos. 19, 21, and 22. t No.2!. 
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S. You will see that, if circumstances permit it, I wish you to inquire into this mis­
understanding at Insuiam ; but before deciding to do this you must consider with very 
great care, whether such action by you will be safe, and whether it will not be better 
that the King and Chief should JUeet at some place between Insuaim and Akim SlVaidro, 
at which the two parties may see each other withollt the danger of any conflict. 

9. Should you find that the troubles have aheauy gone so far that this cannot 
be, you must exercise your discretion all to further action; and you must be 
exceedingly careful to avoid any act on your own pat't, and 'lot to insist aD any act by 
either party which would tend to provoke farther quarrel hetween them. 

10. Should you find that a disturbance has already commenced and that the peace 
has been broken in any way, you must use yo ur discretion as to the necessity of 
directing King Attah Fuah and Chief Coffee Ahinquah t.o visit me at once at thi s 
place. 

11. Should you find it necessity t{) issue a direct order to them to do so, and should 
they refuse to obey that order, you are herewith furnished with two warrants under 
which you are authorised to arrest King Attah Fuah, of Insuairn , a·nd Chief Coffee 
Ahinquah, of Akim Swa-idro, for conspiring to commit a breach of the peace. 

12, But before taking any such action you must well consider the present position of 
Akim with regard to the troubles in Ashanti, and the present responsibilities of the 
King and of his Chiefs to all their people in connexion therewith. 

13, It is most important for you to remember that it is reported that 100 
fighting men from Dadiasi have crossed the border and are stationed at Beriuassie, and 
that they are prepared to give their support to Coffee Ahinquah. 

14. I request that if circumstances permit YOIl will visit Berina.ssie and learn how 
far this report is true. 

15. It will be necessary fOL' you to exercise very great care in the carrying out of 
these instructions. 

16. It may be that you may find it desirahle to take no action beyond remaining in 
Akim and preventing any fighting between the combatants. If you find the state of 
affairs in Akim is such as in any way to necessitate this, I desire that you will refrain 
from attempting to int.,rfere in this matter and that you will communicate by special 
messenger with me. I will at once send up to you such reinforcements as are obtain­
able and further instructions as to the action you should take, 

17. You will be provided with an escort of 33 non-commissioned officers and men 
1 sergeant. of. the Gold Coast Constabulary (Honssa) and I have given the necessary 
~oeo;X:':!:: directions to the officer commanding the constabulary. 

18. Each man ,viii be provided with 40 rounds of ball ammunition. 
19. You will be careful not to excite any exhibition of ill-feeling on the part of the 

inhabitants of any of the towns you pass through; in the event of your being attacked 
(a contingency which I think exceedingly unlikely) you will place yourself in a position 
of defence and in immediate communication with me. 

20. There are messengers from Attah Fuah and Coffee Ahinquah, nolV at Christia.ns­
borg; they will return with you. 

21. Mr. Asante has been instructed to accompany you as an interpreter. 
22. On your return journey, if oonvenient, you should call at Achinasie, also in 

Western Akim, and see Chief Darcoo of that town. 
23. You will explain to him the cause of your visit to Akim, and you will tell Chief 

Darcoo that I am pleased to find that he has not taken part in the reported quarrels. 
24. _ Y au are authorised to give Chief Darcoo a present of 5Z. from me. 
25. During your absence on this joul'ney you will be entitled to draw travelling 

allowance at the rate laid down in the Ordinance No.1 of 1883; the provisions of this 
Ordinance will also apply to Mr. Asante. 

26. I attach vouchers (approved) authorising you to dmw 301. from the Treasury 
chest. 

27 , You will be required to account for this sum on your return. 
28. I request you will despatch a messenger to me so soon us you reach Insuaim. 
. I am, &c. 
Christiansborg Castle, Accra, (Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

AugUst 30, 1883, Governor, 

I 3 
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No. 25. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, KC.M.G., to the RIGHT H ON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received October 3, 1R83.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My LORD, September 1, 1883. 

IN reference to the subject of my Despatch dated this day,* viz., the threatened 
·disturbance in Akim, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of some 
farther instructions which I caused to be addressed to Mr. Kirby in reference to his 
obtaining information ns to a more direct route than the o';e generally followed 
between this place and the Akim country. . 

2. This point is of importance in so far that it is becoming daily more necessary 
that we should be in possession of information as to the shortest rou.te which is prac. 
ticable between Accra and Coomassie. 

3. III a Despatch dated 8th Angust 1882,t Mr. Moloney, then administering 
the Government of th is Colony, forwarded to the Right Hononrable the Secretary 
of State a r eport by Assistant Inspector Thompson of >I journey from A.ccra to the 
Prah River throngh the Akim country. 

4. The Rigbt Honourable the Secretary of State acknowledged the receipt of this 
Despatch on the 31st October 1882,t and said that he had caused the report to be 
printed. 

5. The map furnished by Mr. Thompson gives what I believe to be an ac.curate 
outline of the route which I propose Mr. Kirby should follow. 

6. In the second paragraph of my Despatch dated June .5, 1881,§ I made reference 
to a report furnished by .Lieutenant. Swinbnrne, R.M.A.., of a journey between Accra 
and :Mansue, and I made reference to the fact that it was important that this route 
should be improved. I regret tbat I have hitherto been able to do so little in this 
matter. 

7. In Mr. 'l'hompson's sketch he shows in dotted lines the first part of the track 
followed by Mr. Swinburne. 

8. It will be of advantage if MI'. Kirby finds a practicable track from the route 
followed by Mr. Swinburne direct to the Akim country. 

9. I would respectfully submit to your Lordship that some farther copies of this 
map and of the report which accompanied it would be very useful to us here if they 
are obtainable. 

I have, &0. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, (Signed) SHfUEL ROWE, 

&c. &c. &c. Governor. 

Enclosure in No. 25. 

ACT[NG COLONIAL SECRETARY to Assistant Inspeotor KmBY. 

Colonial Seoretariat, Christians borg, Accra, 
SIR, August 30, 1883. 

IN reference to his Excellency the Governor's instructions to you this day to 
proceed to .!.kim, I am directed to ask your attention to the ~athel:ing. of what infor­
mation you can as to the existence of a track between Acorossle! whioh 18 the first ·town 
on the main road in Akim, and Adipong, a place abou~ 10 miles north · east of Accra 
and on the borders of Gomoah, through whioh you pass from ,.Aocra through Beulah. 

2. Tt would seem to his Excellency that the route to this place (Accrossie), whether 
it be ta,ken from Botinno (Borteyanor) after orossing' the Secooom direct to the north­
east, or whether it be taken from Accra by Beulah and Adipong, should be muoh 
shorter than the road through Agoona Swaidroo. . ) 

:1 
" ... No. 24. 

t Not pl'jntcd: 
t No. 12 in [C.- 3687], July. [888 . 
§ No. 127 in [V.-3064], August, 1881. ; t 
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3. Assistant Inspeotor Thompson reports that the town of Accrossie is situate on the 
banks of the River Acora, which at the time he crossed i~ was 12 feet wide and 1 foot 
deep. 

4. It may be t hat t,he land lying between Accrossie and Adipoug is marshy, but, 
iu any case, his Excellency desires me to ask that you will aather all t.he infor­
mation you can on this subject, ,md attempt to send 11 messenger by that, route or 
yourself pass by it if practicable. . 

Assistant Inspeotor Kirby. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRED. EVANS, 

.Acting Colon ial Secretary. 

No. 26. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RInH'r HON. THE EARL OF [)ERBY. 
(Received October 3, 1883) . 

Chri~tians l )org Cast ll', Accra, 
My LORD, SepLemlJer ), 18i<:l. 

IN continuation of the subj e.;L of my Despatch dated 2ith August 1883," vi"., 
the state of affa ir,; in Ashanti, "",I ill "ferencc mOl e especially to Illy Despatch or 
26th Augustt on the ~ame subject, I have the honour to fv rw ,. rt! Lo , 'our Lordship 
a "op), of a letter frOIl Lhe Inspector-Gell cl'al, dated Elmina , .\U!!ust 26, ISB3, cO,erillg 
a letter from Assistant-Inspector Brennan. -

2. Mr. Brennan reports that since tbe despatch of his lonner letter (enclos ure La 
Despatch of 26th Auglls tt), he has recei\'crl fartlter inC.'rm,,!ion to the effect t hat fighting 
had occurred in Ashanti on tbe J Oth A UgLlSt betwee n the supporter, of Coftee K.lkalii anti 
Quaco Duah, lind that toe fighting ~ommcnced hy Colfce Kalkalli hilll~elf killing one of 
the Chiefs of the opposite party. 

The Rigbt Hon. the Earl of Derby, 
&c. &C. &c. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

Governor. 

Enclosure I in No. 26. 

INSPECTOR-GENERAL to ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY in Charge of Native Affairs. 

SIR, E1minn Castle, Augnst 26, 188;3. 
r HAV, the honour , to forward, post to post, AssistaDt-Inspector Brennan's second 

report from Prahsne on A,hanti affnirs . 

The Acting Colonial Secreta ry 
in Charge of Native Affairs, 

Accra. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) L. A. BRYDON, 

Inspector-General. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 26. 

A SSISTANT-INSPECTOR BRENNAN to INSPECTOR-GENERAl .. 

SIR, Prahsue, Augnst 21 1883. 
IN continuation of my letter of ye~terday's date, 1 have tue !lOuOur t~ report, 

for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that I have SInce obtamed the 
following information :-

It I\ppears that the outbreak therein reported originated through Coffee Kalkalli ".nd 
his adherents endeavouring to obtain, by force, POSSesSIOU of .the golden .s~oJ: which 
Quacoe Dnah and his followers prevented; the latter bemg demous of aWRltmg lllstruc­
tions from the Government, whereas the former is not. 

'-- . N' •. 20: t No. i s. 
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The fighting commenced about 8 a.m. on the lOth instant by Coffee Kalkalli himself 
killing one of the Chiefs of the 0ppos!r'g s.ide named Inquata Owosu, and lasted until 
about 5 p.m. on the same uay, result.lOg III the defeat of Coffee Kalkalli . Both Coffee 
Kalkalli alld Quacoe Duah were present during the fighting; the former on finding that 
he was worsted retired to some village where he at present is supposed to be, the latter 
remaining at (;oomassie. 

Tbe golden stool is at the latter named place in charge of Chief Ammuah, the 
keeper. 

The following is an approximation of the numbers killed and wounded on both sides 
together witb the names (If the Chiefs killed. ' 

On Coffee Kalkalli's side 80 men kill ed and 60 wounded, including Chiefs Attab Pokn, 
Awonah and Penin, Tutoo, King Atooarhin of Agunah, and King Yow Ackromah of 
Insutah h. ve l,oth committeu suicide. 

On Quacoe Duah's side GO ilion killt'o and 50 wounded, including the following 
Chiefs: lnqllat'l Owosu. Coff,'c I'oku, lnsenla Poku, Yormofi.iba Poku, aud four others 
wbose names are unkllown. 

In my I.,t letter I find that I used the word" effected" instead of" affected." 

The Inspector-General. 
Gold Coast Constabulary, 

Elmina Castle. 

I have. &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE BRENNAN, 

Assistant Inspector, 
Gold Coasl Constabulary. 

No. 27 . 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.O.M.G. , to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received October 3, 1883.) 

:My LORD, Ohristiansborg Oastle, Accra, September I , 1883. 
WITH reference t.o the subject of my Despatches dated 27th ultimo and 

10th ultimo,· viz. , the state of affairs in A~hanti , I have the honour to report to 
your Lordship tha.t Mr. Ausah arrived at this place on Friday the 24th instant. 

2. I had an interview wit.h him the same evening. He informed me that the 
principal cause of the troubles in Ashanti is, in his opinion, the action of Ooomassie in 
arrogating to i tself a position, as the sole authority in the nation , which the outlying 
provinces refuse to accept. 

3. He states that the Asbanti provinces object to Ooomassie having aoted in the 
dethronement of Mensah without their consent. 

4. H e further states that the principal part of the power of the country is in support 
of Ooffee Kalkali. the King whom the Ashantis deposed after the expedition of 
1873-74. 

5. I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a memorandum which 
I have received from Mr. Ansah on this subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

Governor. The Right Hon. the E arl of Derby, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Enolosure in No. 27. 

Mr. ANSAH to GOVERNOR, 

YOUR EXCELLEN~'Y, Ohristiansborg, Accra, August 27, 1883 . 
.A.C~'ORDIl<G to your request, I have the honour to lay befOl'e you the facts which 

have caused the present difficulties of my country, AshMlti. 
2. Ooomassie has been from the commenoement of the Ashanti confederaoy tho; 

capital of that kingdom and the seat of the general Government, and it is there that 
the King has always resided, and there also has th.6 great stool always been deposited • 

• Nos. 20 and 12. 
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3. On this account the people of Coomassie have always arrogated to tbemseives 
rank and prestige superior to that of the otber provinces forming the empire, and 
they have from time immemorial considered t.hemselves as representatives of tbe 
whole Ashanti nation, and have inyariably assumed' towards tbeir neigh bours of the 
other provinces a bearing whicb the latter, "ltbougb they suhmitted to it, never 
liked. 

4. Tbe people of tbe other provinces having tbus in " m"nner surrendered in 
ordinary matters the executive power, as it were, to Coomassie, tbe Chiefs of tbe latter 
began to assume powers wbich by tbe constitution they were not entit.led to exercise, 
and this finally led to their deposing the King, Kari-kari, witbout the consent and 
approval of the Supreme Council of the empire. 

5. The rebel Chiefs of Coomassie having once taken this step without consulting the 
Council, it was not difficult for them to depose Mensah also in hi s turn; hayi ng done 
so they now desire to place Qllacoe Duah on t.h e stool without eyen consulting tbe 
other provinces. Those provinces object t.o Quacoe Duah being made Kin'" whilst 
K ari-kari and Mensah are aJive, as they know that the more pretenders there a~e to the 
stool the more troubles must arise, and therefore the majority of the provinces espouse 
the cause of Kari-kari. believing him to be most entitled to the stool, a.nd bis restora· 
tion bring about that peace aud union which is so much desired . 

6. The great Chiefs of Mam pon, Kokofoo, Insuta Nquaransah, Agoonah, &c., all 
favour Kari-kari, and Owusoo Korkor, with one or two other Coomassie Chiefs, alone 
oppose the will of the rest of the nation. 

7. The bulk of the nation believe that Kari-kari wou ld, if restored, tum his attention 
to promote the true interest of his people, he having learnt a lesson from the war of 
1873-74, and he has moreover derived considerable experience during the period of his 
exile. 

8. The present complications arose entirely through the conduot or rather mis­
conduct of Prince Buaki Tintin in conveying to the King, Mensah, and the people of 
Coomassie a message totally different than tbat which he was charged to deliver by 
your Excellency on behalf of the British Government; Buaki gave King Mensah to 
understand that the British Government has no objection to his cutting off the heads 
of his people at his will and pleasure, and that he might fine and oppress his people to 
any extent. 

9. This so fiattered Mensah that he began to exeroise the grossest tyranny over his 
subjects and to kill and to fine them on the slightest or no pretence at all. 

10. The people of Coomassie becoming tired of his conduct resolved to depose him , 
and they did so; having done so, if they had consulted and agreed with the oLher 
provinces before electing his successor all would have gone well; but whilst the vast 
majority of the .Ashanti empire, the Kokofoos, Mampons, Insntas, and severa.] other 
provinces were in favour of the restoration of Kari-kari, the Chiefs of Coomassie alone 
took upon themselves to set up young Quacoe Dush as King. 

11. Kari-kari was formerly proclaimed by the Chiefs of Mll.mpon, Kokofoo, &c., &c., 
the former, Ivhose peculiar office is to seat the King on the stool, without which no 
King can be properly enthroned, and the next (Kokofoo) who has the hereditary right 
of disposing the royal stool to any of the royal family he pleases. 

12. The present and immediate question is the possession of the great stool which 
Prince Owusoo Korkor has seized with the rod of his cousin Prince Asafu Bunki for 
their nephew Quacoe Duah, who they b~lieve they could use as a to?l f?r their own 
purposes, but they know that If Kan-kal'l got the stool he would be Kmg mdeed. 

13. The will of the nation is that Kari-kari should be King; the nation desire his 
r estoration because his deposition in 1874 wa .. brought about in order to appease the 
Chief of Djabin (Asafu-Agai), and prevent him and his people breaking off from the 
great Ash anti confederacy; but wben the people found that they had deposed their 
favorite King only to be deceiyed by the Dj abin., they became exasperated and hence 
arose the war between Coomassie supported by the provinces against Djabin, the result 
of which is well known. 

14. When the · Government Commissioners went up to Coomassie recently they 
strictly enjoined Kari -kari, who was actually on the march to Coomassie to demand 
possession of the great stool, to retire and abide the decision of the Government 
(Commissioners). .Kari ·kari at once halted and withdrew his forces to Bremen, where, 
in an unguarded hour, he was treacherously attacked by the Coomassie forces of Owusoo 
Korkor, and Asafu Buaki. . . 

1118107 . K 
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15. Kari-k,.ri is at this moment, or wa.s by last accounts, at a place called Fuiuo', 
where he was preparing to avenge himself of the treacherous conduct of the Ooomassie 
Ohiefs. 

16. I can speak without hesitation, and say that there will never be any peace in that 
at present distracted country, if Quacoe Duah is placed on the stool during the life­
time of Kari-kari, inasmuch that the latter will, so long as he lives, continue his efl'orts 
to recover his rights. 

17. I therefore earnestly beg your Excellency to interfere in the matter. 
I have. &c. 

(Signed) JilO. Ossoo ANSAII, 
of Ashanti. 

His Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe, K.O.M.G. 
&c. &c. &c. 

No. 28. 

GOVERNOR SfR S. ROWE , K.O.lILG., to the RIGfIT HON. TflE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received October 3, 1883.) 

Ohristiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My LORD, September 1, 1883. 

I N reference to the subject of my Despatch of this day,'" covering a report from 
Mr. Ansah on the state of affairs in Asbanti I would VAry respectfully remark t.bat Mr. 
Ansab would seem to be a decided supporter of Koffee Kalkalli. 

2. He speaks to me of his (Ansah's) brother Awuso (or Ossoo) Korkor as a man of ' 
great determination, and he said to me that if once Ossoo Korkor was roused he would 
use any and every means to carry his purpose. 

3. He states that Ossoo Korkor is desirous to put Quacoe 'Duah on the throne 
in order that he, Ossoo Korkor, may make a tool of him. 

4. But it is worth while to remember that Ossoo Korkor is spoken of as having prac· 
tically managed Ashanti affairs during the reign of the former Quacoe Duah, and that 
this King's reign is spoken of as a time of peace and quiet. 

5. And farther that when the troubles occurred in 1881 and Mensah was urged by 
his people to fight, he, Mensah, consulted Ossoo Korkor and the old Ohief advised 
Mensah to pay anything rather than fight with the white man. 

6. It would not therefore appear to me to be particnlarly disadvantageous that 
Ossoo Korkor should practically act as a sort of regent. 

7. In reference to Ansah's statement in ~aragraph 8 that the present complications 
arose through the misconduct of Buaki 'Iintin in conveying to the King a message 
totally different from that he was charged to deliver, I should say that Oaptain 
Barrow makes reference to the same excuse being put forward by Mensah. 

8. I cannot say that Buaki Tintin did not do this, but I sent the message not only by 
Buaki Tintin but by Oaptain Lonsdale. 

9. I think also that it should not be forgotten that at the time of Buaki returning to 
Ash:lllti Ansah was himself very wishful to go to Ooomassie and mnch annoyed with 
me because I informed him that I thought it was better that he should not go. 

10. Ca.ptain Lonsdale as well as myself thought at that time that Ansah was better 
away, and I still think so. 

11. Though it may seem convenient to King Mensah to put the blame of his excesses 
on a message delivered by Buaki Tintin, it did not need any message to Ashanti to 
cause the Ashanti King and Chiefs to be well awa.re of the opinions or Her Majesty's 
Government as regards their cruel customs. 

12. It would seem to me that Kalkali's action (of which an account is given 
by Mr. Brennan in the letter dated · 21st Augnst, which I forward to your Lord. 
ship under cover of Despatch dated 1st September, t) in beginning the fight by 
himself killing a Ohief of the opposite party may be taken to indicate an attempt 
on his part to show that the charges of cowardIce which It appears were made 
against him after leaving the army at the time of Sir Garnet Wolseley's advance w.ere 
unmerited, and his conduct in this seems to me to augur badly for the prospeot of 

• No. 27. t No. 26. 
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peace hetween Ashanti and her neighbour, sbould be succeed in establishing his 
claim. 

13. N otwitbstanding wbat Mr. Ansah says, all reports seem so far to show that 
tbe Quacoe Duah party is the stronger of the two. 

I have, &c. 
'1'he Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, 

&c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

Governor. 

No. 29. 

COLOmAL OFFICE to CAPTAIN KNAPP BARROW, C.M.G. 

SIR, Downing Street, October 9, 1883. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you two Despatcbes* recently 

received from the Governor of tbe Gold Coast Colony relating to am,.irs in Ashallti, 
and especially to a momorandnm on the subject by Mr. Ansah , a copy of wbich is 
enclosed. 

I am to request tbat you will he good enougb to furni sb bis Lordship with any 
observa.tions you may desire to make upon the subject, and in paTticular witb yo ur 
opinion upon Mr. Ansab's memorandum. 

The enclosures to this letter should he returned with yom reply. 
I am, &c. 

Capt. Knapp Barrow. (Signed) R. H. MEADE. 

No. 30. 

GOVERNOR Sm S. ROWE, K.C.l\LG., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received October 10, 1883.) 

Chl'istiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My LORD, Septembe,' 5, 1883. 

WITH reference to the subject of my Despatch of the 1st September 1883, t 
viz., the state of affairs in Ashanti, I have the honour to forward to your Lord. 
ship copies cif letters which passed between myself and the District Commissioner 
a short time since on the subject of his having discovered that certain mischievous 
messages were being sent from Cape Coast to Ashanti. 

2. '1'be District Commissioner in his letter dated 3rd July 1883, informs me 
that Mr. Ansah reported to him that one Osai, a native of Ashanti, had made 
himself headman of some Ashantis living at Cape Coast, that these men had formed 
themselves into a company, and that Osai had taken advantage of the present state of 
affairs in Ashanti to deceive Coffee Kalkalli. 

3. It appears that Osai sent a messenger to Kalkalli to say that he should senel to 
Osai a certain sum of gold to be given to certain gentlemen with a view to encourage 
them to speak favourably to the Government on Kalkalli's behalf. 

4. I requested the District Commissioner to communicate on this matter with the 
Acting Pnisne Judge, Mr. Quayle Jones, then at Cape Coast, and I wrote myself to 
Mr. Jones asking him to look into the matter, and to deal with it if the law allowed 
him to 'do so. 

5. Mr. Quayle Jones called the man Osai before him. Osai admitted that he had 
sent a message to Kalkalli, and that the message was an invention to induce KalkaHi 
to give him the money. 

6. Mr. Quayle Jones was of opinion that the man's crime was not one whioh 
he could deal with under the Criminal Law, though it waS only just beyond its 
provisions. .. 

7. He cansed this man to be brought before him and severely repn manded. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) SA.MUEL ROWE, 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, Governor. 

&c. &c. &c. 

• Nos. 27 o.nd 28. t No. ?7. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 30. 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONER, Cape Coast, to ASSISTANT COLONIAL SECRETARY NATIVE 
AFFAIRS. 

Sm, Cape Coast, July 14, 1883. 
I HAVE tbe bon our to acquaint you, for tbe information of bis Excellency the 

Governor-in-Cbief, tbat Mr. Ansab bas reported to me that a certain man named 
Osai, a native of Asbanti, has made bimself headman, or leader, of some Asbantis 
liying in this town who haye formed themselves into a company, for what object no 
one appears to know. 

2. The man Osai ran away from Coomassie some time since and is now taking 
advantage of tbe present state of affairs in Asbanti, to deceive and impose upon Coffee 
Kal-Kalli by sending a messenger to bim to say tbat certain gentlemen in Cape Coast 
are on his side, and are voting for bis restoration to tbe stool, and he must therefore 
send to him (Osai) 22 ozs., 8 ackies of gold, to be given to the gentlemen in question, 
to encourage them to speak favourably to the Government on his bebalf (Kal-Kalli's) 
and assist him in regaining bis stool. 

3. On hearing this statement from Mr. Ansah, I immediately ordered the man 
Osai to be found and brougbt before me, and on being questioned on tbe subject, he 
admitted that he had sent a messenger to Kal-Kalli asking bim for 14 ozs. of gold, 
wbich be intended to give to certain Government officers, such as Mr. Davis, Interpreter 
for tbe Interior, Serjean t Cole of tbe Police, and others. 

4. Upon the above statement I cbarged Osai with conspiracy and ordered bim into 
strict confinement, refusing bail, as I considered bim a most dangerous person to be at 
large during the present crisis. 

5. The messenger's name is "Osai Mensab," and I bave made arrangements for his 
immediate arrest on his return with the gold dust, wbich I am informed he is sure to 
obtain, as Kal-Kalli is .certain to believe that the people and Government officials here 
are mixed up in the transaction, and in favour of his return to the stool. 

o. I beg to point out that great harm may have already been done in Ashanti, by 
his Excellency's policy being entirely misconstrued. 

7. I should be glad to receive instructions as to my further action in tbe matter, and 
have instructed the special messenger who will bring you this letter to wait for an 
answer, and at the same time I should be obliged by your informing me of the honr 
and date of his arrival at Christiansborg. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. NORTH DANIEL, 

To the Assistant Colonial Secretary for 
Native Affairs, Accra. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 30. 

District Commissioner. 

SECRETARY IN CHARGE OF NATIVE AFFAIRS to the DIsTRwr COMMISSIONER, Cape Coast. 

SIR, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, August 3, 1883. 
I AM directed by his Excellency the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 14th July, reporting tbe conduct of an Ashanti man named Osai, 
and to request you to submit a copy of it to his Honor tbe Acting Puisne Judge now 
at Cape Coast. 

His Excellency quite agrees with you that in the present state of affairs it is most 
undesirable that any communications should be made to Ashanti of this oharacter, and 
"( am to ask you to do your best to find out if any presents have been given to Govern­
ment officers or other persons, and to keep a watch for the messenger Osai Mensah on 
his return. -

I am to add that the letter now under reply arriv0d here on the 1 6th July at 3.20 p.m .. 
and to express his Excellency's r egret that it has ROt been replied to earlier. 

I have, &c. 
The District Commissioner, 

Cape Coast. 
(Signed) CHAS. D. TURTON, 

Actina- Colonial Secretary and Assistant 
Colonial §ecretary in charge of Native Affairs. 
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Enolosure 3 in No. 30. 

SECRETARY IN CHA.BGE OF NATIVE AFFAIRS to PUISNE JUDGE. 

SLR, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, August 3, 1883. 
I AM directed by his Excellency the Governor to inform you that the District 

Commissioner of Cape Coast has, in l ett~r of the 14th July, reported the action 
which he has taken in the matter of the conduct of an Ashanti man. named Osai, who 
is accused of conspiracy. 

H is Excellency has instructed tbe District Commissioner to furnish you wit!, " cO llY 
of the ahove named letter, and I am to a<k you to be so good as to look into the matter 
and deal with it if the law allows you to do 80. 

I am also to say that his E xcellency quite agrees with the District Comm iss ioner 
that in the present state of affairs it is most undesimble that any communication should 
he made to Ashanti of this character. 

H is Honor the Puisne Judge, 
Cape Coast. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHA~. D. TURTON, 

Acting Colonial Secretary and Assistant 
Colonial Secretary in charge of Native Afr·airs. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 00. 

DI~TRICT COMMISSIONER, Cape Coast, to SECRETARY FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS. 

SIR, Cape Coast, August 8, 1883. 
I N reply to your letter of the 3rdinstant all t he above subj ect, I have the honour 

to acquaint you, for th8 information of t he Governor-in-Ohief, that so far as I can 
learn no presents have becn given to Government omcera, or other persolls at this station. 

2 . In accordance with his Excellency 'S instrnctions, I bave supplied a copy of my 
letter of 14th ultimo, to his H onour the Acting Puisne Judge. by whom the ca,se 
has been thoroughly investigat ed. . 

I have, &c. 
To the Acting Colonial Secretary in 

Charge of Native Affa.irs, 
(Signed) A. NORTH DAN IEL, 

District Commissioner 
&c. &c. &c. 

Accra. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 30. 

ACTING PUISNE JUDGE to SECRETARY for NATIVE AFFAIRS. 

Divisional Court, Cape Coast. 
SIR, August 7, 1883. 

of yoi.r letter dated August 3, I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
1883, on the above subject. 

In accordance with the instructions contained in your letter I inquired into the 
matter and Mr. Ansah brought the man Os:\i before me. 

Osa; admitted the facts, that is, that he had sent a message to Coffee Kalla-Kalli 
t~lling him to send him (Osai) ten periquins of gold to give to the Government. H e 
prevaricated a great deal as to what he had iDLendeu doing with the money, but he 
finally admitted that he intended to keep it and that he had invented the mp-ssage in 
order that he might induce Kalla-Kalli to send him the money, and begged for mercy. 

'rbere was no evidence except the man's own statement which did not disclose any 
offence with which I could deal under the Criminal Law. 

Under these oircumstances I considered whether the object I helieved your Excel­
lency had in view, that is, the prevention of false and misleading messages being sent 
to the Ashanti Chiefs could be attained, and as altho ugh in this case the man Osai 
had only jnst escaped the 'meshes of the law, and he ~xpressed his willingness to do 
anything I ~rected him to do, I gave him a sound talk;ing to, telling him what he 
might h ave Incurred, and as a messenger from Ka!l!L-Kalh ,IS now here who says that 
Kalla-E;alli already knows that Osai's message was false, Osm by way of atonAment 
has delivered in my presence the following message to Kalla-Kalli's messenger :- . 
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" I sent a message to you to tell you not to give' mouey any more to the Chiefs to 
put you on the stool but to send me ten periquins, when I will beg the Government for 
you aud so they will put you on the stool and give you a law not to kill people and so 
you will be King. This message was a lie. I cannot beg the Government for you so 
that they shall put you on the stool and I had no one to speak for you. I wanted the 
money myself _and thought if I sent the message you would give me the money. The 
Government does not take money from anyone and what they say they will do. 
li messages come to say the Government can be begged with money you and other 
Chiefs must not believe them. The Government has heard that I sent to you and now 
the judge has made me send you this message by your messeng~r so that you may 
know from my own mouth that the message was a lie, and that you may know 
messa,ges are false which do not come direct from Government." 

The Hon. the Actiug Colonial Secretary, 
and Assistant Colonial SecretaTY in charge of 

Native Affairs, Christiansborg. 

No. 31. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W . H. QUHLE JONES, 

Acting Puisne JUdge. 

GOVER NOR. SiR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. , to the RraHT HON. Tm: EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received October 10, 1883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra. 
My LORD, September 5, 1883. 

IN reference t,o the subject of my Despatch dated this day,';' viz., the state 
of affairs in Ashant.i, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of a state­
Dlent as to another false message sent to the Ohiefs of Coomassie. 

2. This message was el·jdently invented by the supporters of K alkalli in the hope of 
misleading the Coomassie Chiefs as to t.he intentions of this Government. 

I have, &0. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

The Right Hon . the Earl of Derby, Governor. 
&c. &0. &c. 

Enclosure in No. 31. 

STATEMENT of KETAWANO, of COOMASSIE, Trader, and the Son of Chief NANCIlIE. 

Ketawano states as follows ;- 1 am the son of Chief Nanchie, of Ashanti, and live 
in Coomassie; I came here to t.rade, I came to buy salt with gold dust. I bought the 
salt at Salt Pond, and then came here to see my father. I came by beach from Salt 
Pond. The news I brought to my father is that 15 days ago a man who wore 
European clothes, and is a scholar, came (wit.h four messengers from the King of 
COOO£1I, whose name is Osai Yaow,) to Coomassie. The scholar, whose name I do not 
know, in my presence, said to the Ohiefs and Elders that he had been sent by the 
Governor to say that all the Chiefs who had fought with Ooffee Kalkali we·re to come 
to the coast; that those who had killed Coffee Kalka.li, if he was dead, must take his 
bones and put them on to the stool at Coomassie, that if he was still alive, then he 
must be put upon the stool, for the Governor was coming to Coomassie to shake hands 
with him, that should they not do one of these two things, he (the Governor) would 
Dome to Coomassie with arms, and that in that case the Governor wished th~lL to be 
ready to meet him with powder, guns, and balls. . 

When the Chiefs had heard all this they replied, "We have heard that you were at 
" Cocofu' for a very 10lOg time, and you now come with 60cofu messengers, how is it if 
.. you come from the Governor Chief N anchie did not send any of his people with you? 
" Your message is false, and you are a liar, for you are not sent by the -Governor. 
" We will keep you ll-nd put ~ou in prison, and if you are re~lly a messenger from the 
" Governor then we shall hear afterwards." They had chams put on him, a.E/ well as 
oil the Cocofu messengers, and all are now in Coomlllisie. ' 

• No. 30. 
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We ,\1'e going away to-morrow. 
I am accompallie,l by my Sl!rvant Quacoe D nah. 
We return by the same way we came. . 

KETAIVANO X 
Illll rk. 

(Signed) CHAS. D. TURTON, 
Assistant Colonial Secretary in 

charge of Native Affairs. 

No. 32. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K .C.M.G. , to the RIGHT H ON. TII.E EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received October 10, 1883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
:M:y LORD, September 6, 1883. 

WITH reference to the subject of my Despatch dated September 5th,'" vi z., the 
state of affairs in Ashanti, 'and in continnation of my Despatch dated September lst,t 
I have ,,:"e honour to forlVard to your Lordship " copy of a letter from the Inspector 
General covering a farther let·ter from 1\:[r. Brennan. 

2. Mr. Brenuan reports that he left Prahsue ou the 24th August and reached 
B'o mmanah on the 25th. . 

i:l . He had an interview with the King of Adansi on the 26th, and learnt that 
messengers despatched by this King to Coomassie had returned, and they corroborated 
previous reports as to fighting at Coomassie betlVeen the Quacoe Duah aud Coffee 
KalkaUi parties. 

4. Mr. :Brennan returned to Prahsue on the 28th August. 
I bave, &c. 

(Signed) SAlHUEL ROWE, 
'I'he Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, Governor. 

&c. &c. &0. 

Enclosure in No. 32. 

INSPECTOR GENERAL to ACTING COLONIAL SECRb'TARY. 

Sm, ElllliDa Castle, September 3, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to forward Assistant Inspeotor Brenuan's t hird report on 

~hanti affairs, for the information of His Excellency the Govel"llor-in-Chief. 

' rhe Acting Colonial Seoretary in charge 
of Native Affairs, Accra. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) L . A. BRYDON, 

Inspector General. 

Assistant Inspector j3R.E,.'!NAN to INSPECTOR G&'1ERAL. 

SIR, Prahsue, August 30, 188:3. 
r nAVE the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, 

that I departed from this station on the 24th instant, and reached Fommanah ou the 
25th. I was unable to undertake the journey on an earlier date, being unwell. 

I interviewed the several Chiefs en route and tendered to them the advice, &c. as 
directed by his Excellency. 

I had an interview with the King of Adansi on the 26th instant and also conveyee! 
to him the instructjons a·s oontained in his Excellency's letter . I informed him that 
complain ts had beeI). made about the inhabitants of Adansi interfering with traders 
passing along the roads, to whic!). he replied that he was unaware of such interference 
and that he would do all in hiB power to put a stop to it. 

Upon my asking him if he had 'heard auything about the recent fighting at Coo­
massie, he informed me that he had sent messenger. there to make inquiries, and they 
oorroborated what I have already s·tateil in my letter of the 21st instant . 

• No. 81. r No. 26. 
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The so-called road to Fommanah is at present nothini( more than a bush path, in 
consequence of which I had to walk about half the distance there and back, and when 
I was able to use my hammock two men had to caM'y me, as it was impossible for four 
men to do so, owing to the narrow and b",d stato of the track_ 

I inquired of the Ohiefs why the road was in such a bad state, and they informed 
me that the King did not give them any allowance to keep it in a state of repair; there 
were, however, a few parties at work at it upon my return journey_ 

I left Fommanah on the 27th, arriving here on the 28th instant. 

The Inspector Gelleral, 
Gold Ooast Oonstabulary, 

Elmina Castle. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE BRENNAN, 

No. 33. 

Assistant Inspector, 
Gold Ooast Oonstabulary. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE. K.O.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
. (Received October 10, 1883.) 

Ohristiansborg Oastle, Accra, 
My LORD. September 7, 1883. 

IN continuation of the subject of my Despatch dated 6th September,- viz., 
the state of affairs in Ashanti , I have the honour to report to your Lordship that 
On the 5th instant Quacoe Krah , a Ohief of Ooomassie, reached Ohristiansborg and stated 
that he had been sent by Quacoe Duab, whom he called" King," to say that he, King 
Quacoe Duah with the Ohiefs of Ooomassie, wished me to send some one to help them 
" to place Quacoe Duah on the stool and to arrange for the proper management of the 
" affairs of Ooomassie." 

2. He further stated that he was directed by Quacoe Duah to say that after the 
fight at Berrilllan, leaders of his party despatched a force under Ohief Issie of 000-
massie in pursuit of Ooffee Kalkalli. 

3. That aftel' a period of 18 days a mAssenger arrived at Coomassie from Ohief Issie 
and reported that Ooffee Ka.!kalli had been captured at Berem a small village in the 
direction of Gaman, six days' journey from Ooomassie. 

4. That Coffee Kalka-IIi was exhausted through the privations he had undergone and 
that it was not thought that he would recover from their effects. 

5. This message was delivered to me in the presence of N anchie Boatin Aboo and 
some others of the Ohiefs of Ooomassie who are staying here. 

6. On hearing it I said that I hoped the Quncoe Duah party would show that the 
many promises t.hey had made of the abolition of human sacrifices and of the 
introduction of an improved state of affairs in Ashanti if they should come into power 
were not without foundation, and that Ooffee Kalkalli would recover from his present 
sickness. 

7. I reminded them that only a few years ago they who were talking to me had 
supported him as King, and had been glad to receive any favour from him. 

8. I added that I had always told them that Her Majesty's Government had no wish 
to interfere in Ashanti affairs and desired only peace and good government in tbe 
country, and that if Quacoe Duah's party was victorious and I,he nation chose Quacoe 
Duah to be King I was sure that Her Majesty's Government would offer no opposition, 
but I was aleo sure that it would be pleasing to Her Majesty to learn, that though they 
might be using such means as they thought right to preven" Kalkalli escaping from 
their custody, that they were not treating him in any way cruelly, and that they were 
using special care to prevent anything being done by anyone whioh might prevent his 
recovering his lost health and strength. 

9. The Ohiefs watched me very closely a,s I said this. 
11). I impressed on them the necessity of sending away a messenger at once. Th~y 

ile(lided to send baok Quacoe Krah, and I sent a corporal of HouBsas to accompa,ny 
J,im to Mansue 80 that he should not loiter on the road' as he had done in coming. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

'rhe Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, Governor. 
&0. &c. &0. 

• No. 32, 
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Enclosnre in No. 33. 

STATEMENT of QUACOE KRAIJ of COOMA8SIE. 

Quaooe Krah states, I a·m n Chief of Coomas"ie, which place I left with six follower. 
nine days a.go. . . 

I am sent by King Quacoe Duah to give his cumpliments, tlla.nk the GO\'el'nol', and 
say as follows, viz.-After the battle of Bremen the leaders of his party despatch~d a 
force in pursuit of the defeated ex-King Coffee Kalli Ka1li under commano of a. Chief 
caUed Issie who resides in Coomnssie. 

Nothing was heard of the Chief for a period of 18 days, when messell gers arrived from 
him to say that he had captured the ex-King at a viUage call ed Bekem, ano t.hat t.he 
latter was very exhausted from having been in the bush for 1.5 days witbout food of 
any kind except what was growing. wild .. When .captured he said he was very hungry 
and begged for food, whlOh was given hIm. but It 18 feared that he cannot survive the 
privations to which he has been exposed . 

Kin$ Quacoe Duah and the Chiefs further told me to say that as soon as they hcn.rd 
what 1 have stated they had sent me to the Governor to inform him and to state that 
Coomassie and all the surrounding country is in a very disorganised state. and tberefore 
they humbly beg that the Governor will send some oue to help them to anange for the 
proper management for the kiugdom and place Quacoe Duah on the stool. 

With regard to the scholar I am to say that as he came from Cocofu the Chiefs have 
sent him back to that place as he got small-pox in Coomassie. 

Bekem is on the way to Gaman and distant six days journey from Coornass;e. It is a 
small villaO'e. 

'l'he ex-King Coffee Kalli Kani was found wandering in the hush Dear to the village 
and not in any house. If Qna~oe Duah is put on the stool things will be better. 

The scholar I speak of is the one which KetewATlo was sent to ten the Governor 
about a few days ago. We could not keep him as he got small-pox. The ex-King 
could not (so we were informed) live, as he was too reduced and weak 

Roacl. 

I came down by the main roau to Mansue. I was not molested and the road was open 
and quiet. After leaving Mansue I went to Essecumah; from there to Niginah-Kroom ; 
then to Kajoassiyan, and lastly to Essil Quamin, which was the last inland town. From 
here we came to Baracoe and Accra. 

It took us nine days to come from Coom assie to this place and five days f!'Om Mansue 
to Accra. The road from Mansue to Essecumah is very bad but the rest is clear and a 
person can be carried along it in a hammock. 

From Beracoe to Crocrobatay is also not clear. Niginah-Kroom is a very large pJace. 
I did not learn the Chief's name but it is in Akim land. 

No. 31. 

The RIGHT RON. THE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR Sm S. ROWE, K.C.M.G_ 
Sm, Downing Street, October 10, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to aoknowledge the receipt of your Despatches of 1st ultimo* 
transmitting copies of instructions which you had given to Assistant IlJepector Kirby 
on the occasion of his proceeding to inquire into the threatened disturbances in 
Western Akim. 

I approve of those instructions. 
With reference to the last paragraph of your second Despatch of the 1st ultimo, I 

have to observe that Assistant Inspector Thompson's report of his journey from Accra 
to the Prah River, and the map whi0h accompauieu it, are printed in the Blue Book 
rC.-3687] of which I understand that 16 copies have been sent out for the use of your 
Government. 

I shall be glad to be informed whether you still require any additional copies. 
I have, &c. 

Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERBY . 

• No •. 24 ond 25. 
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No. 35. 

CAPTAIN KN.A.PP BARROW, C.M.G. , to COLONIAL OFFICE. 

(Extract.) Colwood P ark, Cuckfield, Sussex, 
October 16, 1883. 

I HAVE received and perused your Despatch of the 9t.h instant," together with 
the enclosures (which latter I return herewith), and have the honour to state that the 
memorandum drawn up by Mr. J. Ossoo Ansah, dated the 27th of August, is very 
misleading. 

As regards the first five paragraphs of the memorandum it must not be for O'otten 
that the political condition of the kingdom of Ashantee at the time when KinO' Koffee 
Kalkalli ceased to r eign, as well as that which prevailed iu it when King Ossoo"'Mensah 
ceased to reign, was of such an unusual character that no precedent exist.ed for directing 
the" people of Coomassie" as to the procedure to be adopted in order to meet the 
circumstances which surrounded them. In t.he instance of King Kalkalli itis notorious 
that he ran away after the batt.le of Odasoo and retired to the seclusion of a village to 

the north of Coomassie. This abdication of sovereignty, together with his atrocioU.8 
conduct in the theft of the Banta mah mentioned in paragraph 3i of my report, 
brought ahout his deposit.ion, which was most certainly assented to afterwards by the 
people of the provinces. In the case of the deposition of King Mensah, the lives of 
the Chiefs themselves, and of everybody else both in and outside of Coomassie, were in 
imminent danger so long as he was reigning, some particulars of which are given at 
the end of paragraph 23 of my report. Under snch conditions of danger to life and 
to the town itself time did not allow the "people of Coomassie" to collect repre­
sentatives from the tributary provinces for the pnrpose of holding a " Supreme Counoil 
of the Empire," even had they wished to do so. It oauuot therefore be fairly said 
that the present troubles in Ashantee are due to the " people of Coomassie" having 
" arrogated to themselves rank and prestige," &c. 

As to paragraph 6 of the memorandum, Kalkalli, it is true, had at one time 
supporters who represented what may very properly be characterised as the war party 
in Ashantee, supporting a line of policy which would sooner or later assume opposition 
to the continuance of friendly relations to ourselveR, but they have fallen away from him. 

As regards paragraph 7 of t.he memorandum I feel bound to say, a,nd I do so 
emphatically, that there is no hope that Kalka!!i, if restored, would" turn his attention 
" to promote the true interests of his people." When in Ooomassie I received a letter 
from Mr. Ansah, dated Cape Coast, 25th April 1883, in which the following occurs :-

" Since you left here I heard from good authority that the great Chiefs of Coomassie 
have elected youug Quacoe Duah to be King, and many of the revolted countries are 
voting strongly for Koffee Kalkalli to be King. (As for Mensah and his mother the 
people of Ashantee do not want them at all, and that is settled.) I should say young 
Quacoe Duah is preferable to old Koffee. Old Kolfee may play the old game again. 
Young Quacoe Duah being young may be bent to listen wise councils and accept the 
introduction of sohools, &c. into Ashantee." 

When in Coomassie in May last, I asked Prince Buaki (Tin-Tin) if there was any 
truth in a mmour which had reached me that he had upon his return to his oountry 
from the ooast in 1881, rendered a wrong message from t.he Governor of the Gold 
Coast to King Ossoo Mensah upon the subject of human sacrifice. He informed me ij1 
reply , that he told the King that he was on no a,CCOtlOt to permit human saorifice, by 
which, I might add, the Ashantees understand that no people , are to be sacrificed for 
the purpose of keeping Cltstom. Buaki went on to say that the Governor had explained 
to him that as, we punished evil-doers, so the King of Ashantee could punish ,his 
subjeots who .transgressed his country's laws, and that .if any anybody molested one of 
~h~ King's Wives, or refused to obey an order of the KlOg, It was right for the mng to 
kill him. Buaki was vehement in maintaining that this was what the interpreter ,0£ ­
the Governor told him ,to s~y to ,tpe King, and that the only: prohibitiol~ ,vas as to the 
cutting olf heads in the case of keeping a custom or a reJolclOg. KlOg Mensah details 
the measage brought to him by Buaki in his statement, vide second paragraph of pa,ge 
21 of my report, and King Koffee Kalkalli refer3 to it in his message to me at line :;,t· 
of page 18 of the same report. " , 
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It is most surpnsmg that Mr. Ansah sllould write as he does in paragraph 11 
of his memorandum, where he says Kalkalli was" formally proclaimed by tbe Chiefs 
" of Mampo:o, Kokofu, &c., &c." He omits all mention of D'juabin, who at that time 
was trihutary to the Coomassie "stoo!." There were at that period four " stools" ;-

1. Cooma8sie. 
2. D'juabin. 
3. N'suta. 
4. Kokofu. 

The Coomassie " stool " was the senior, the other tbree tributary (hence the Coomassie 
"st.ool " is often called the g"eat" stool "). The followiilg bappened when the" stool " 
was" purified" upon King Mensah's accession. It being customary for j,hese three, 
viz., D'juabin, N'suta, Kokofu, to attend the ceremony of installation, each King was 
sent for. Kokofu came, so did N'suta; but D'juabin (represented by Asafu Ajai) 
refused to attend, whereupon the King of Mampon was invited to come in place of 
D'juabin; but the King of Mampon also declined, on the ground that if he did so he 
should offend the D'juabins, and consequeutly he was afraid, as he said, to quit his 
province, ha,n.ng Asafu Ajai in his re·ar. The difficulty, however, was afterwards got 
over by the Mampon Kmg sending a representative, who attenlled and assisted in the 
ceremony of placing 'Mensah on the "stool." As to the Kokofu King having the 
" hereditary right of disposing of the royal " stool" to any of the royal family he 
" .pleases," such II startling statemen t is couflicting wi th the circumstance thtlt both 
Kalkalli. and Mensah paid the young Quacoe Duah a sum of money each before tbey 
could occupy the "stool," vide paragraph 38 of my r eport. Throughout all my 
researches on the subject of Ashantee I nev~r heard of the King of Kokofu possessing 
such a prerogative; had he done so, it is hut reasonable to believe he would have 
alluded to it when we were discussing the subject together. 

The possession' of the great" stool " is in the custodianship of the proper persons, 
viz., those in £harge of the town of Coomassie, who very properly refuse to allow it to 
leave the town as MI'. Ansah would seem, by paragraph No. 12 of his memorandum, 
to. wish them to do. 

Mr. Ansah says in paragraph 13 "the will of the nation is that Karakalli 
" should be King." I think if the words" war party» were substituted for the word 
" nation," the statement wonld be nearer the trutb. I t is the war party who clamour. 
for ,Kalkalli's , election, and by that term" war party" I mean to indicate a small 
hidden section. of the population of t.he Ashantee kingdom capable by Kalkalli'a 
r estoration of such expansion into larger numbers as would aim at the recovery of the 
lost countries of Ashantee, and then that anxiety to ourselves would arise which the 
presence of an adventurons, vigilant, and powerfully regenerated kingdom would 
awaken when watching its opportunity to wipe out its so-called disgraces consequent 
on its defeat,., by our troops in 1873-74. I feel assured that Kalkalli's restoration 
wouldineim w.ar 'with us within five years from the present time. 

Mn., ArlSah's statement, in paragraph 13 of his : memorandum, that Kalkalli's 
" in 1874 was brought about in order to appease the Chief of D 'juabin " 

is most misleading~ ilfasmrroh- as -it· was brought about about by his own 
away and the unanimous voice of his subjects against his return. It was not 
the fear of capture by Qur troops which ,6aased him to run away but rather 

that he had not the moral courage to face those whom he had dis-, in Ii. 'matter . of the strategic defence of his kingdom. Aman 
,Allhantee Commander·in·Chief, pressed and urged upon Kalkalli ''to 
~tbies' entire power at Amoaful to resist our, advance in 1873. 

"W~;trID!J.Et.gre:.Jj. D'juabil). ,Chief;. W.AS equally urgent in supporting Aman Quatia's 
ml~~tel1 ,,,nQ> . ne,..", I LY Ills1$ted upon marching his forces to reinforce the 

'Wl~t\n.',="eJ:(~D- QOl}tr:a'!Emt·i.on of orders, but the influence of Afuah Cobree, 
against Kalkalli's better and fiokle judgment , in insti­

,c~Jl;g'!,j:QS1; ·tJle anvic,e, even the prayer, of his councillors in making him 
10';000 men to oppose the advance of Sir John Glover. 

of the bat.tle of Amoaful and the successiv8 achieve­
the dismembering of th~ kin~dom the iWhole'.country 

unforgiving towards Kalkalli>., for his weakness of 
~'1S\,lnQth.E\~·S 'w:ishes7', : ~he' deposition ', ens~ed, but it was< not 

O.hi~l ' '.' .' I . 
I!/, J,'ttn... 1," 
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No. 36. 

GOVERNOR Sm S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HaN. THE E.ARL OF DERBY. 
(Received October 22, 1883.) 

My DunD, Christiansborg Oastle, Accra, September 17, 1883. 
IN reference to the subject of my Despatch dated 1st Septemher 1883,­

viz., t.he t.hreatened disturbance in A.Kim , I have the honour to transmit to your Lord­
ship a.copy of a report received from NIr. Kirby of his journey to Insuaim, the residence 
of the King of W estern Akim. 

:!. In my De8patch of 1st inst.ant" I reported to your Lordship that I had given 
certain inst.rllctions to Mr. Kirby with a view to bis ohtflining information as to a more 
dir ect ronte than the 011e whieh is generally followed hetween this place and Akim. 

3. l\'Ir . .I{ irby reports that he was not successful in the attempt to fi nd such a track. 
He therefore return ud fro m Adipong to the ordinary route, and followed it as fa,· north 
IJ.R Acrossie. At thi s place he could go no fartber, as tbe track was up to his waist in 
wa.i.er. Ho retraced hi s steps to ln8abang and went from there by Enyacroom to 
Odobbin along tbe rou te mflrked by Lieutenant Swinburne in May 1881. This is the 
route genorally travelled between this place and Mansue. From there he found a track 
along which he travelled to Insuaim. 

4. :Mr. Kirby farther repolts that be found the reason for th~ feud between the two 
Chiefs to be that when t.he King and people of Dadiassie sent to Coffee Ahinquah La 
~a'y the)' wished to come into the Protectorate Chief Coffee .Abincorah (Ahinquah) did 
II Ot, r oport this matter to the King. 

;,. W ben the King of Akim (Attah Fuah) sent to t he King of Damassie (Amoafu) to 
know why he, Amoafu, had Bent to Chief CoHee Abinquah instead of to the King "Of 
tho country, AllIoafu detained the messenger for awhile as a prisoner. 

G. Mr. Kirhy says that t.be King of Dadiassie (Amoafu) had collected 300 armed 
men at Amante", that these men had orders not to cross tbe River Prah unless Coffee 
.Ahincorab attacked tbe King. If CoH·ee Abincorah attacked the King the 300 were to 
advance and support t he attack. 

7. :Mr. K irby 8ays that he bea rs from Attah Fuah that these men are still at 
Amantea, but he t hinks tbe report requires confirmation. 

8. As Mr. Kirby 's letter was written on the 5th September I hope to receive farther 
!lews from him very soon, and, if the state of affairs permits of his leaving Akim, I 
propose that Mr . Musgrove should proceed to Prahsne to take charge of tbat post, 
relieving :Mr. Brennan , and that Mr. Kirby should continue his journey to Ashanti. 

Mr. Kirby has attached a sketch of the route he followed to his report; he will, I 
hope, supplement this by farther sketches; sbould this be so I propose to ask your 
Lordship to permit them to be printed. 

1 have, &0. 
Th9 Right Han. the Earl of Derby, (Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

&c. &c. &0. Governor. 

Enclosure in No. 36. 

ASSISTANT I NSPECTOR KIRBY to COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

SIR, I nsuaim, Western Akim, September 5,1883. 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the informat ion of his Excellency the Governor, 

my arrival at this place on the afternoon of the 4th instant. I was very muoh delayed 
on account of the weather. It rained continually during my journey. 

I was unable to find any road from Accrossie to .Adipong, the only road I could 
~ee being to the Accrossie farms at whioh place it stopped. 

I was unable to proceed to Insuaim further than Accrossie on account of the state 
of the track, which was up to our waist in water, I then returned to Enyucroom and 
there heard of a road vii\ Odobbiu and Braquah to Insuaim. This road is mostJy used 
by the .Ashn.nti traders going to Salt Pond and Winnebah. I enolose a map and also 
an itinerary of this route. 

On reaching Insuaim I found the town and surrounmlig country in rather an 
unsettled state. King Attah Fuab's. primary reason for this fresh outburst of feud') 
between he and his Chief Coffee Ahinquah is that King Amoafua of Damasaie 

• No. 26, 
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(Ashanti) sent privately to Ohief Ooffee Ahinquah to ask him tn intercede with bis 
Excellency the Govemor in getting the Dad iassie people taken into the Protectorate. 
Inst.ead of Chief Coffee Ahinquah informing his King Lte sent direct to Lis E xcellency, 
and has never to this day informed King Attah Fna!. of this matter. 

Kill!!; Attah Fnah sent to .Killg A' "Oaf u:l asking him his reason for sending to his 
Chief Coffee Ahinquab, instead of to him (King .ittah l<uah). King Amoafua det"'incd 
tbe messenger fo r a few days prisoner, but eventnally sent him back. 

On things looking warlike hetween King At.ta.h Fllab and Ohief Coffee Ahin(l'",h, 
King Amoafna sent 300 armed men to Amantea-, WIth orders that they shoul(l lint ('1'08S 
the Prah River nnless King c\ tbh Funh at.tack",l Chief Coffee Ahillqnab, when t.hey 
should cross and go to the assistflnce of Chief Ooffee Ahinqn ah. 

These Ashantis I hel1r from King Attah Fuol1 are sti ll at A mantea, but. I think 
this matter requires co.r.firmation : Amantea is one (h~' and a half from th is place. 

I am starting to -morrow to see Cbief Ooffee Ahirl<:I,wh, and after taking flown hi" 
complaint will "'Tange for a meeting place fol' both King aud Chief to meet at. 

I have chosen a spot about three miles t-o the ,,'est of Insm·;rn for t·his meeting, and 
shall start my carriers and others to-mOlTo\\" huilding a large shed to bold the p,la,'er in . 
I thought it best to hold the meeting away from auy village on account of p"rty fee li ng. 

I have, &c. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, (Signed) BHAXDoN KIRBI", 

Christiansborg, Accra. Assistant. Inspec tor, 
Gold Coast Constabulnry. 

CHIEFS of WESTERN AK'>1 who "ttended MJ>ET1NG, lNSUABl, 5t,b ::>eptembet· V''':3. 
~am~ of Ch iefs. 

Asirneng 
Otoboe -
Yow Abochie 
Quacoe Frinpoug 
Ayisapy 
Fee Cudjoe 
Baboo -
Odaquah 

TO\\"II~. 

Anyinassie, 
Moasoe. 
Bankaming. 
Assan)'. 
A banassie. 
Ornansue. 
Appasso. 
Osuboa. 

I nsuaim, West Akim, 5th September 18$3. (Signed) BJUNUON KUtDL 

N AMES OF 'l'OWN~. 

\ 

Distanee·1 Time.!lJ~ftdman. !H!\~()' (If !POPulation'j' S Hhen or d! Gen(:ml Hemnrk". 
Oll $e~. treaUl!l Pll-iSf. . 

From. 1'0 

OdobbiD Braquah 

Braqu.b Cheasoe 

Cheasoe Subrisoe 

Subrisoe Boonuso 

Boonuso Ba.makoe 

Bamakoe - Chachwary 

Chncbwary Achinnsie-

Acbinasic - A wisab 

Awisah -

Adomadin-
AdODl.mn -1 
Insumm -

Miles. I H. ~1. l 
14 7 30 Of OM 150 500 Supnh aud I Th\~ road {'roUI 

2 

3! 

It 

41 

20 Assioqua-h -

0 20 Asante 

0 15 Darcoo 

0 25 C:tuuteu 

i o 10 ComfllT 

i o 0; Darcoo 

: 2 0 A wookv 

I ~ 
30 Quamin 

46 King Attab 
Funb. 

(Signed) 

:10 

25 

30 

10 40 

20 

400 2,000 

60 400 

20 

600 3,000 

Asusn. Odobbio t.o with· 
Otcbie. in about one-

Subrie. 

Otchp.e. 

Ofori. 

l'robrobam . 

Ohantn. 

Otisco. 

Otisco. 

, quarter of "­
mile from Achi· 
na,ssie is only u. 
very bn-d bush 
track, passing 
t.hrough numer­
ous swamps, &C. 
The rood is 
cleared Dear both 
Acilill8sie l'nd 
InsuQ im forabout. 
hif I\. mile eacb 
side of both these 
towns. 

BRANDON KIRBY, 
Assistant Inspector, 

Gold Coast Constabulary. 
--~----~~--~--L3 
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No. 37. 

l'h8 RWHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

SIR, Downing Street, October 31, 1883 . 
I HAV}; duly received a.nd have had under my consideration your desp!1tches~ on 

the subject of the condition of affa.irs in Ashanti. 
2 . In your Despa.tch of 21st August,t 'you transmitted Ca.ptain Barrow's report of 

his recent mission to Ooom:lssie in company with 1\:[1'. Kirby. I have caused the report 
to be printed, and I enclose three copies for your use. 

3. The report appears to me to be a.n interesting and able paper. and I have conveyed 
to Ca.ptain Barrow an expression of my satisfaction and approval of the manner in which 
he discharged the very delicate and important duties which you entrusted to him. 

4. In the 40th pal'agrn.ph of hi s report Captain Barrow states that the Ashanti 
tribes would be gla.d to meet you at Prahsue with a King nominated by themselves, 
whom you should instruct as to the mode in which he should govern his kingdom, and 
then proceed to instal him on th" ., stool." 

5. I gather from the various despatches and reports which I have received that there 
is nO prospect of any settled peace in Ashullti uutil a King has been definitely chosen, 
who is accept.ed, if not. nnanimons]y. hy, at. all events, the greater part of the nation. 
It appears from yo ur Despatch of 7th September,! that Ooffee Kalkalli has been 
completely defeated and captured by the party of Quacoe Duah, and that a messenger 
had come <lawn from the latter and t.he Chiefs of Ooomassie to request you t.o send some 
one to help them " to place Quacoe Duah on t,he stool and t,o an<luge for the proper 
" management of the afrairs of Coomnssie. " 

G. It, is of conrse not desirable that auy premature action should be taken, but at the 
same time the rc··establishment and maintenance of peace is of such vast importance to 
the trade nnd re"enue of the Gold Coast Colony that. no opportunity of furthering the 
attainmcnt of that end should be lost. 

7. I think, therefore , that, if you are able to sat,jsfy yourself that Quacoe Dnah is 
likely to be able to establish himself fi rmly in power, and to be ackno,dedged by the bulk 
of the Ash anti tl'iues as King. you would do wdl to take measures for at once at.taching 
him to the British Government by making him suitable presents, and fnrther express 
your mllingness to meet him wit.h the representatives of t.he nation at Prahsue (or 
such ot.her place as you may consider convenient a.nel suitable), and there proceed to 
rat.ify his election and instal him on t.he t.hrone. 

8 . 1£ such a meeting should take place it wonld be desirable that it should be held 
with as much formality nnd dignity as possible. All the neighbouring Kings and 
Chiefs should be invited to be present at it, or to send representatives, and you should 
endeavour to arrange t.erms of peace and amity between them, embodying the whole 
in a treaty which they would sign in yonr presence, and you would ratify and confirm 
by yonI' signatme. 

9. Of course it would have to be clearly understood by the contracting parties that 
the Governor, as represen ting Her Majesty, by signing the treat.y undertook no responsi­
bilities towards a,ny of them, but was acting only os a witness to the faot that they 
in his presence had made certain ellgagements mth ea.ch other . 

10. I am disposed to think tha.t jf such a" palaver" could be held, and a treaty 
duly executed, peace mi~ht at aU events be assured for some time to come, which 
would allow the roads to De reopened and trade to revive. 

11. I shan be glad to be furnished with your opinion on the subjeot, but if you 
agree in the views I have 6Xl)ressed and consider it desirable to ~ive effect .to them 
withont delay, you will be at hberty to take the neoessary actIOn WIthout awaltmg the 
resuit of further communioation" with me. 

12. The only other point in Oaptain Barrow's report to which I desire specially to 
draw your attention is the question of the malpraotices of the so-oa.JJed " soholars" (800 
paragraphs 11, 12, and 13). 

There can be no doubt that the harm done by these persons is very great, and I 
would snggest fOl' your consideration whether the native Chiefs in the interior might not 
be directed to apprehelldthem and send them into the Protectorate to be dealt with by 

• No!t. 17,20,30,31,32, and 83. t No. 17 . t N o. 83. 
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the Colonial Government; assuming, of course, that they are British subjects. They 
could then, I presume, be punished under olause 32 of the " Native J nrisdiction 
Ordinance," No.5, of 1883. 

I have, &c. 
Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERBY. 

No. 38. 

COLONIAL OFFICE to CAPTAIN KNAPP BARROW, C.M.G. 

::lm, Downing Street, October 31, 1883. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acquaint you that he has received from 

the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony a copy of your report'" of the mission of yourself 
and Mr. Kirby to Coomassie in April last. 

Lord Derby has perused your report with much interest, and I am to convey to you 
the expression of his Lordship's satisfaction and approval of the manner in which you 
discharged the very delicate and important uuties which were entrusted to you. 

I am, &c. 
"Capt. Knapp Barrow. (Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 

No. 39. 

COLONIAL OFFICE to CAPTAIN KNAPP BARROW, O.M.G. 

SIR, DOWDing Street, November 2, 1883. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 16th ulti'mo,t and to convey to you his Lordship's thanks for tbe remarks with 
which you have favoured bim on tbe subject of tbe memorandum on Asbanti affairs 
submitted to Sir S. Rowe by Mr. Ossoo Ansah. 

I am, &c. 
Captain Knapp Barrow. (Signed) JOHN BRAMSTON. 

No. 40. 

GOVERNOR. SIR. S. ROWE, K.C.M.G., to the RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY . 
(Received November 16, 1883.) 

Christiansborg Oastle, Accra, 
¥\I LQl\P., October 17,1883. 
<j1l"','" r~.-c0;qtinulltion of the subject of my Despatch dated 17th September 1883.t 
' ''liz.. ~·_ · ~h~ t:ru:ea..t!lned disturbance in Ak:im, I have tbe honour to report to your 
l;:01'Q.shl.p, £ha~ :Mr, ~rby. in. forUls me that he has succeeded in inducing the King of 

. W:e~tern:, Akim · Fua.h), and the Chief Coffee Ahinquah (Ahencora) to meet and 
'to settlement of their dispute. 

.-', . 
" 

oil their differences was publio. and the meetings were attended by 

.il ';:,J /1i:.I .• ~_, 

.,.".c...,: 

':.:- .~; 

that Mr. Kirbu had succeeded in preventing 
,direqted .Assistllntrrtfspector Musgrove to proc.eed 

:Brelti\an in th~ charge of that station, .. 

t No. 86, 

L, 4 

Kirby should· continue his journey to 

, . 



5. l have. the honour to tmnHmit to your Lord.hip a copy of Mr. K irby's report. 
G. Mr. KIl'by ""emA to UeAel've great credit for the manner in which he has acted. 
7. l havt) Noen tile 111oNsonge,·" h om t.h .. Ak imChi,·fs; they su.y that hoth Chiefs and 

IH30plu al''-J grateful to t.hH Clnvenlm t'lli, for havi ng' Hent an oUicer to their country to 
settle t be di" l'" t.e between t he Ubiofs, that if the oUicor har1 not gone there would surely 
h:l-I'o bOC I> lig htlll g, tlmt t.hoy ttllnk now t.I",t. t.h o ili st-I'iet will be quiet. 

s. 'l' lwy havo retu rn ed to Aki!ll. !:leforc le"ving, tlley promised tLat the Cbiefs 
wOli ld :-tut ahout, cleal'ing :1,1111 imp,·nving th l~ road::.: to Accra a.t Dllce. 

r have, &0. 
(S igned) SAMUEL ROWE, 

Governor. 
'J' ho H.ig- Id. 11'011. Lhc I!:lll'l of Uo'·" r. 

&c. &c. &c. . 

l~ n cl oAure ill No. 40. 

A I'I.R i:-tblll t TIiRpeclol' ]ClTlIlY t.o Cnl,nNfAL Rr.:cRETAHr. 

D"TIJRBAN "I': W"'S1'"I!N A '(I ~ ' . I)otween King ATTAI' .FUMI alld Ubief COFFEE .A.HlNQUAH. 

Akim Rwaidroo, Western .A.kim, 
Hm, September 25, 18&1. 

T nAVE the honon,. to oncloso. fo!' the information of hi s Excellency the Governor, 
the Rtatemonl .• of King' A.1,(.,li, Fllah alld Chiof Coff(·o Ahilll.]lI ah. taken at palavers held 
beLwoun thu lOth alld 25th K" ptOl.nDO!' lS,'>;l, at n. spot (Blish Cleat'ing) between 1nsur.im 
>1l1d Akim ::)lI'ai<ll'Oo, a.ll t ho princip,,1 Cb iefs of both King anil Chief attended. (I 
enclose" list). 

J am happy t,o say that tho d i"llU OO uetW()An King .A.ttah Fllah and Chief .A.hinquah is 
now, pending his I':xcelloncy's " l'provfl l, Nettlod. This laoo outbreak of a long standing 
four1 butwuoll tho King and Uhi uf. 011'08 its orig ill, no <1oubt, to t he present staoo of 
affairs ill Ashall!.i. 'I' hn'y ''''0 uoth "l'I:ttl'd (bllt ,Ii stant.ly ) to the royal f{lmilies of 
Ashanti. Attah l~ lI "h irl rohted 10 t he' Uo('o'lUO I)lIa h's, and A hinquah to the Coffee 
Kalkali· •. a ,"1 although al l Ihrongh t ho80 paln.vers T have llovcr allowed anything 
A8h,,"(,; to ,·,Ii.o,· illto t ln' )II, I' a lll certaill frolll wl",t I l, ave. gathered from private 
Bourc,)s tllld, bol h King and Uhief bave st.rong party feelings in t hat country. Both 
Killg a llil Chiof own certa in t.OWII S in Hw Ashanti countr)' (Da.classic). I enclose a list. 
I lUlld o it" point of puhlicly informing them Sl'v~ l'nl times at the palavers before their 
Chi"fs and pool'lu, .. that uo Kiug or Chiof, 80 10llg as he lived within the Protectorate, 
" could lmvu auy jurisdiction over auy (ewn 01' village outside the limits of the Pro­
" wctoratu, aud that au)' uv illollce from witnoss<ls in these vilh\ges I should decline to 
.. "eoeivtl." Cortain of t lw Chiefs of these Ashanti villages who are under King .A.ttah 
FUlIh and Chi"f Ahillquah ,yalltcu to attond the pahwers, but ~hi8 1 declined to allulV. 
J Rent Mr. ASlln ti to Amahooa to find out the truth of the armed .A.shantees being there. 
IIo found thILt the only " .. med men con.isted of t ue people of Amahtea Gadamoah and 
Gahkomoah (who aro under Chiof Uofi'ee .A.hill qu"h) waiting' for orders to cross and 
holp their Chief ill casu ho should be attacked by t,hc [nsuaims. 

I ho·d cons idorable trouulo during the earlier p:u·t of my ViSIt, frow the state of war­
like excitement. of the young men, all of thew being armed and incessantly carrying 
their arms. Knowing that. the slightest prol'ocu.tion on either side might lead to 
8erious consequences, "nd t,he partisans of both King and Chief being so mixed in a 
groat, numh~J' of the villltg'os. 1 thought it best to oall in all the a.rms. I journeyed 
round to t ho prilloip,,1 t.own" and ordel'ed the Chiefs to t.ake all arms from tbeir young 
men , and thll.t should I fi nd "fter this orele]' any young men carrying arms, I sllOuld 
fiue the Chief and town from whioh the ma.n came. I am bappy to say that this plan 
ltnswercd very wall, fo], during the om'lior time this palaver lasted, sud it was attended 
daily by from 4,000 to 5,000 men, no one oarried arms. I have arrested two fetish 
lllodiciuo lllon oalled "Jilllfth " lind "Coolnsnfoe." They have carried fetish between 
the King's ,\ncl Chitlf's houses, und \Jave urged both King and Chief to fight. 

1 have warned King .A.tta.h Fuah very s~rongly, that nO King has the power of 
reduoing one of his head Ohiefs, without his Exoellenoy t he Governor's sanotion, for it 
is fI very serious thing indeed. 

I 
I 

.'1 
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.After looking iuto the' case ou bot.h sides most carefully, I am decidedly of opinIOn 
that the King is most to blame. He appears to have often gone out of bis lVay to try 
and pick a quarrel with Chief Ahinqua.J,L 'rbe Kin g and minor Cbiefs seem also ex­
tremely jealolls of t.he wealth of Chief Ahin'l"ab. 

This let t l' " i. accom paniell hy the chief Ii ngu iots of both the King and Chief, viz., 
.. Cobina Busoomoo " chief lingui,t of 1\ ing Att.ah Fuah. and .. Yow Periquow," 
chief linguist of Chief Coffee Ahinquah. They are sent by tbeir respective masters 
to hear bis Excellency's opin ion on this case, and also to thank his Excellency for senn ­
ing to have the case looked into. 

Trust.ing that in carrying- out his Excellency's instructions in this ease I have acted 
Hp to his Excell ency's wishes. 

I alll now awaiting bis Excellency's further instru ctions. in the m"ant.imo I shall 
first pmc-eed to .. Achinassie" and see Chief ])"1'coo. and a.fterwards move about th,·, 
Lowns of Western Akim. 

The H on. the Colonial Secretary, 
Cbristiansborg. Accra. 

I bave. &c. 
(Signed) BR.'XDON R"tHl', 

Assistant Inspector, G. C. C. 

Kiuf: ATTAR FUAH.-Statement taken at Public ~{eetings,Western Akim,September 1883. 
Insunim, September 25, 1883. 

r was ma.de King of Western Akim after the death of my grandfather. King 
A.djaman, ahout five years ago; Ohief Coffee Ahinquah was one of the principaJ Chiefs 
who voted for me. and he made the largest cllstom at my instalment. We remained 
good friends for somA time. but one of Chief Coffee Ahinquah'" Chiefs, called" Coffee 
Grah," left Akim Swaidroo ano came to live at Insua.im. When he refused to return 
to Akim Swaidroo, Chief Coffeo Ahinquah said that I kept him, after this Chief Coffee 
A.hinquah ignored my authority. I then made Chief Coffee Abinr]uah one of my fifth 
rate Chiefs. 

Coffee Abinquah never informed me vf the Dadassies wanting to come into the 
Protectorate. Two Fetish doctors called " .Jimah " and .' Coomanfoe " came with a 
dead cat about two months ago to InBuaim. They said that Ohief Coffce Ahinqllah had 
sent them wlth it to put at my gate, and that the fetish they bad put. int.o it would 
kill me. Wben my Chiefs and young men heard this they commenced arming to fight 
Chief Ahinquah. 

I told them not to commence until I had sent to the Governor. If Chief Coffee 
AhiDquah will promise hefore you (the white man) to pay me proper respect. than r 
am willing with hIS Excellency the Governor's approval to forgive him and will instal 
".im again as one of my first Chiefs. 

Witness­
(Signed) J. R. AHINFUL. 

(Signed) 
his 

AlTAH FUAH, X 
mark. 

CHIEP COPFEE AHINQUAH.-Statement taken at Public Meetings, Western Akim, 
September 1883. 

Akim Swaictroo, September 24, 1883. 
BOTH King Attah Fuah and myself are related to the Ashanti royal family. Our 

ancestors (grandfathers) came into the Protectorate shortly after the Sir Cbarles 
McCarthy war. 

They both came with the late King Chiboo of Denkera (the predecessor of Ring 
qnassie Kaye). 

King Attah Fuah's grandfather was Chief Adjaman; he settled in Eastern Akim. 
My grandfather was Chief Ampow; he settled in Western Akim, at Akim Swaidroo, 
and was the acknowledged Chief of that port of the country. 

On the death of King Aquadah of Eastern Akim Chief Adjaman was made King of 
that country. Shortly after this a rebellion broke out in Eastern Akim and Adjaman 
was dethroned, and had to leave. He then came into Western AJcim ; my grandfather 
.~ ¥ . 



90 

was instrumental in making him King of Western Akim, th~r8 being no King of 
Western Akim at the time. 

1I1y grandfather (Chief Ampow) was the principal Chief under King Chiboo who 
fought the Ashantees at Dodowoa. 

On the death of my grandfather shortly after this war, my mother was made Queen 
of Akim Swaidroo, her nltme wa.s Dansue. I was not old enough at this time to come 
to the stool, but 10 years afterwards, when the Ashantees under Owusu Coco que 
entered the Protectorate and the fight took place at Bobicumah, I was pllt on the 
stool, a woman being no good in war time. After I had ruled in Akim Swaidroo for 
abont 15 years, King Adjaman died and his grandson Attah Fuah came to the stool. 

From his first coming to the stool he has continually sliguted me, and he now 
publicly states that I am only a fifth rate Chief. 

I was senior Chief of Western Akim under Captain Butler ill the last Ashanti war. 
The late Governor U ssher acknowledged me as Olle of the principal Chiefs of 

Western Akim, for he sent me the" Union Jack" that I fly at the door of my house. 
li tbe King will acknowledge me as one of the principal Chiefs of Western Akim 

and will not continnally charge me with wishing to kill him I am satisfied, and will 
pay King Attah Fnah the respect dne to a King. 

Witness­
(Signed) CHARLES E. ASANTl. 

(Signed) 
his 

COFFEE AHINQUAR, X 
mark. 

LIST of CHIEFS who attended PALAVERS, WESTERN AKIiII, September 1883. 

Names. 

Ar;n.ming 
Otoboo -
Yow Abocbie 
QUIlCOC Fripong -
Ay.py -
Fee Cudjoe 
Rn\'oo -
Od(t(luah 
Adjne -
Babu 
Anamah 
Coonadoo 

I Buntoo . 
I 

25th September 1883. 
Akim Swaidroo, West Akim. 

Villagell. 

Oyinassie 
Otoboe 
Bfm kemy 
Ass&ny 
Ahanassie 
Onnnssoe 
AppassG 
Osubu -
Apprady 
Appasoe 
Ayiuom 
aDomnssie 
Bronunssie 

(Signed) 

Who under. 

King Attnh Fuah. 

Chief ~ffee A..binquah. 

BRANDON KIRBY, 
Assistant Inspector. G. C. G. 

NAMES of VrLLAGES outside PROTECTORA'C.; belonging to KING ATTAR FUAH. 

Arunhteno, 
'Vhenc.hie 
Crofah 

Obogoo 

Villago. H~adtnan. 

Oudjoe Adaqua. 
Aponyinsnh . 
Tn.chie 

Amipay 

(Signed) 

10') -
20 -
50 -

{ 
100 
200 

Popu]"tioll. 

BRANDON KIRBY, 

COUQtry. 

A sblloti (Dadussie.) 

} 

. Assistant Inspector, G. O. C. 

/ . 
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NAMES of VILLAGES outside the PROTECTORATE belonging to CIllEF COFFEE AIHNQUAH. 

Am Ahtc.>8. 
Gadftmnoh 
Gnnkomoah 
OmaDsue 
Odumnss& 
Appasah 

Village. Helldmou. 

Qunmin InCRDsati 
Assiftmatl 
OWllrec 
Yow Doodoo 
Yow Doo 
Tusnfar 

150 . 
60· 

150 • 
ISO • 
150 • 
200 • 

Population. Country. 

Ashnut.i (Dadossje). 

NAMES of VILLAGES inside the PROTECTORATE belonging to CHIEF CO,FFEE AIIINQUAH. 

Akim Swnidroo 
Apprndy 
Appasoe 
A viDllm 
Ailo.massie 
Bronunsie 

- I Coffee Ahinquah 
Adja. 
Babu 
Annruab 
Coonndoo 
Bllntoo 

: I J ,~~ 
laO 
150 

10 
200 

'Western Akim. 

(Signed) BRANDON KrRBY, 

Assistant Inspector G. C. C. 

No.4l. 

The RWHT HO N. THE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

SIR, Downing Street., November 21, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 17th 

ultimo," and to express my satisfaction at , and aPl'Toval of , the conduct of Mr. 
Rirby in connenon with the threatened disturbance in Western Akim. 

I have, &c. 
Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERB Y. 

No. 42. 

GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.lILG. , to the RWHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY. 
(Received November 30,1883.) 

Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
My LORD, October 24, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to tra.nsmit to your Lordship a petition whicb Mr. John 
Ossoo Ansah has handed to me, and which he has requested me to transmit to your 
Lordship. 

2. In this petition he advocates the claims of Coffee Kallralli to the Kingship of 
Ashanti. ' 

3. He stat<>~ in paragmph 4 that the vast majority of the country are in favour of 
Coffee Kalkalli; that this majority includes all the provinces excepting Coomassie. 

4. He states that there is an almost universal belief that Coffee Kalkalli has learnt 
experience from his 'past misfortunes, and that he would rule his subjects in future more 
in accordance with civilization if he were brought again to the throne. 

5. That the people object to Quacoe Duah being placed on the stool, as during the 
lifetime of Kalkalli there would be no guarantee that there would not be constant 
strife. 

6. In paragraph 9 he states that the interests of the Gold Coast Colony and of 
civilization dema.nd some kind of intervention on the part of the Colony in the iuternal 
affairs of Ashanti; in paragraph 12 he states that there is only one way to arrive at this, 
'and that that way is the personal presence of the Governor-in-Chief of this Colony i.a 
the Ashanti .c~pits.l. ' 

• No. 40. 

M2 
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7. In reference to the subject of this peLition I should report to youI' Lordship that 
there are still here at Christiansborg representatives of bOLh parties in Ashanti, and 
that although my interviews hUY0 perbaps b'~e l1 morc fraquent with the Quacoe Duah 
party than with those of the Kalkalli parLY, because the former came to Christians­
borg much sooner than the others, I have carefully avoided giving any encouragement 
to the one over the other. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE, 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby. Governor. 
&c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure in No. 42. 

Christiansborg, Accra, 
My LORD, October 18. 1883. 

I HAVE to apoloaise most humbly to your Lordship for the liberty I am now 
presuming to ta.ke in n,ddressing you. but I feel confident t,hat inasmuch as the subject 
which I now desire to bring unde]' you]' Lordship's notice and consideration is of the 
utmost importance to the most vital interests of the Gold Coast Colouy as well as 
those of my own mother country Ashantee, your Lordship will freely pardon me for 
this liberty. 

2. Your Lordship is doubtless in full possession of the fact that for some months 
past a civil wa]' of succession to the stool of Ashantee, recently occupied by the deposed 
King. Mensah, has been raging in that country. 

3. There are two claimants to the vacant stool or throne. namely, Kofi Karl-Kari, 
the former King. who was deposed in 1874, and Quacoe Duah, his nephew. 

4. The vast majority. including all the provinces comprising the Ashantee Empire. 
Coomassie alone excepted. support the claims of t.he former, whilst those of the latter 
are upheld by a small but very influent.ial party in Coo massie, headed by my elder 
brother Priuce Owusoo Korkor, the general who commanded the army that invaded 
the Protectorate in 1863. 

5. The reason Kari-Kari's claims are so numerously supported is that it is the almost 
universal belief that having learned experience from his past misfortunes he would 
profit by that experience to rule his subjects more in accordance with the ideas of 
ci vilised nations, aud with less barbarity than has been the habit of Ashantee monarchs 
hitherto. 

6. Again. the majority hold that were Quacoe Dua.h to be placed on the stool during 
lhe lifetime of Ka.ri-Kari. there would be DO guarantee tba.t he. Kari-Kari. would not 
cease to strive to acquire what he believes to be his undoubted rights. Whereas, were 
he to be restored to what the majority of the nation declared to be bis right Quacoe 
Duah and Mensah and their adherents would accept as an accomplished faot his 
restoration to power. . 

7. The restoration of Kari-Kari under the auspices of the British Government 
would of course be attended with conditions which would be calculated to ensure 
permanent peace, the opening up of roads, and the development of the vast resouroes 
of the interior, and therefore the renewal and increase of that commerce which has 
now, by reason of these disturbances, almost virtually ceased to exist--to the ruin of 
the mercantile interests of the Colony. 

8. Before any steps are taken towards the restoration of Kari-K81·j it would, no ' 
doubt. be desirable to ascertain how far true is the statement that he would really be 
the most acceptable to the majority of the nation as their ruler. 

9. In suggesting the only suitabl" manner in whioh this fact oould be honestly and 
correctly ascertained, I am assuming that Her Majesty's Governmont must have by 
this time arrived at the oonolusion that the interests of this Colony, and of civilization 
generally. imperatively demand some kind of intervention on its part in the internal 
affairs of the Ashantee kingdom. 

10. Indeed both the oontending parties have for the past six months been earnestly ' 
entreltting Governor Sir Samuel Rowe to intervene, and indeed to nominate and 
appoint a King for them. Both parties have, through their respective ambassadors, 
applied to his Excellency to despatch a commissioner to inquire into and endeavour to 
settle this matter of the disputed right of succession. 
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11. That the Interference of this Government in this unfortunate crisis is imperative 
must be :.dmitted on all hands. 

12. 'l'here is, as I bave suggested in the ()~h paragrapb one way, and only one, in 
which that interference could be efrective, satisfaotory to the Aahantees themselves, 
and produotive of pennanently good results, and that. is-I trust I may be excused by 
your Lordship for my presumption in making the suggestion- by the personal presence 
of the Governor-in·Cbief of this Colony in the Ashantee capital, where he would have 
the opportunity of meeting face to face with. and a.scertaining directly the views of, 
the great Chiefs of the provinces, such as Kokofu, Mampon, Insutah, N quaransah, 
Agoonah, &c., &c., and their respective councillors, as to the settlement of the question 
of succession to the stool and other matters oonnected with the future government of 
the kingdom. 

13. Should your Lordship be disposed, after consideration, to adopt my views and 
8uggestion~ on this matter, I would be most willing to place my services at the disposal 
of Her j»IaJesty's Government m any way they may deem the same mIght be useful. 

14. In conclusion, I would most respectfully urge the desirableness of the prompt 
attention of Her Majesty's Government being given to this question, with a view to 
the staying of the horrible and extensive shedding of blood that is being carried on by 
Prince Owusoo Korkor at present .. 

15. I would beg your Lordship's permission to state that my views as herein 
expressed are cordially endorsed by all the ambassadors from the various provinces 
already mentioned by me, who were despatched by t·heir respective Chiefs to solicit 
the interference of the British Government in settlement of the existing differences. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JORN O'ssoo .8.NSAR, 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby, of Ashantee. 
&c. &c. &c. 

No. 43. 

The RIOIIT HuN. TRE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

SIR. Downing Street, December 7, 1883. 
I HAVE received your Despatch of the 2 4th October,'" enclosing " letter 

addressed to me by Mr. John Ossoo Ansah, urging the claim" of Coffee Kalkalli to the 
vacant throne of .8.shanti . 

2. I have to r equest that you will inform Mr. Ansah that I have received his letter, 
as to .the subject of which r may refer you to my Despatch of the 31st uit.,t in 
which I indicated to you the line of action which I considered it best for you to 
(ldopt in this matter. 

I have, &0. 
Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERBY. 

No. 44. 

THE MANCHESTER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE to COLONIAL OFFICE. 

AIY LORD, Manchest..r , December 7, l R83. 
THE Chamber haa been informed that an appointment has been made Il'"ith your 

Lor?ship to receiv~ a deputation of m~rchants e~gaged in trade on the West Coast of 
.AfrIca, for Wednesday next the 12th lOst., at 3 III the afternoon. 

t No. 37. 

M3 
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I bave tbe bonour to band your Lordship tbe enclosed copy of a memorial from 
this Cbamber, whicb has been entrusted to Mr. Hutton, a director of the Cbamber, 
wbo will accompany tbe deputation, and wbo as it is proposed will have the honour of 
form ally presenting it to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BROWNING, 

The Right Hon. tbe Earl of Derby, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Secretary. 

Enclosure in No. 44. 

To THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DERBY, HER MAJESTY'S SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR THE COLONIES. 

The MEMORIAL of tbe DIRECTORS of the CHA~mER OF COMMERCE OF MANCHESTER by their 
CHAIRMAN 

RESPECTFULLY SHEIVETH. 
That your Memorialists desire respectfully to bring under your Lordship'S con­

sideration the administration of Her Majesty's possessions on the West Coast of Africa 
and more especially of the Gold Coast and Lagos, where the mercantile community 
have not means of adequately expressing their views and their desires for promoting 
the progress and welfare of British commerce. 

The Customs statistics of this country show that during the past five years there has 
been as compared with the previous £ive years a sensible decline in the exports of the 
manufactures of Lancashire to the Gold Coast possessions, while to other parts of 
West Africa there has been a considerable increase. Your Memorialists representing 
the important interests of this district desire to bring this fact before your Lordship 
and to submit tbe following points for consideration of Her Majesty's Government. 

1. . Tha~ in each British possession on tbe West Coast of Africa there should be a 
separate and distinct Legislative Council on which the commercial interests should be 
adequately represented by non-official members. 

2. That the Gambia Colony having been placed under the Government of Sierra 
Leone, and that of Lagos under the Government of the Gold Coast, has produced 
serious inconveniencies and bas created in the minds of the merchants a desire that each 
Colony should be separately governed. Your Memorialists would beg that the con­
sideration of Her Majesty's Government he given to this question in order that full 
enquiry may be made into the present system of administration, &c. of these Colonies. 

3. That tbe large revenue levied and the increased expenditure on the Gold Coast 
call for remonstrances on t.he part of the mercantile community, especially when it is 
remembered that prior to the last Ashantee war in 1873 a·n efficient Government was 
maintained on a revenue of about 30,0001. per annum, whicb on the average annual 
imports amounted to 121- per centulll, whereas since 1873 taxation has been increased 
and the revenue raised to over 100,0001., which revenue is levied almosG entirely upon 
the imports and is equivalent to 30 per centum per annum on their total value. 

4. That 50.0001. per annum or over half the revenue of the Gold Coast is devoted 
to paying the salaries and allowances of officials, while only 6001. to 800l. per annum 
is devoted to educational and sa.nilary services. 

5. That the freqnent changes in . the appointments of officials and the present short 
period of sel'Vice on the coast necessitate a larger staff of officers than formerly, and 
are detrimental to the progress and welfare of the Colomes. 

6. That notwithstanding the increased revenue on the Gold Coast very little is done 
for the material and permanent benefit of the Colony, or for the interests of the trade 
which con~ributes tbe revenue; the state of the roads, the sanitary condition ·of the 
tOW11S, the want of magazines for storage of powder and explosives, and the total 
absence of discipline among the police force are a sonrce of "nriety and danger to the 
community, ana demand the urgent attention of Her Majesty's Government. 

7. Tbat the opening of proper means of co=umcation and of developing trade 
with the interior by the construction of railways under the guarantee of tbe Colomal 
Treasury deserves the serious consideration of Her Majesty's Government. 

8. That it is desirable to establish official relations with the Chiefs of oonntries 
beyond British jurisdiction, and especially with the King of Ashantee, in whose capital 
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the residence of a Gold Ooast Oolonial official would be of advantage, and would tend 
to promote friendly intercourse with the people and an extension of British influence 
and trade. The frequent misunderstandings with that po tentate would thereby be 
avoided aud the heavy items of " special .8.shantee expenditure" might be saved and 
devoted to useful and beneficial service in t,he Oolony. 

Your Memorialists would thereforo pray that the considerate and careful attention 
of Her Majesty's Government may be devoted to these points which they 
respectfully submit to your Lordship. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, &c. 
(S igned) 

Ohamber of Oommerce, Manchester. 
December 4th 1883. 

No. 45 . 

GEO. LORO, 
President. 

TRos. BnOWNING, 
Secretary. 

MESSRS. F. AND A. SW..A.NZY to OOLONIAL OFFICE. 

My LORD, 147, Oannon Street, E.G., December 7,1883. 
WE have the honour herewith to enclose copy of a memorial having reference 

to matters connected with the Gold Ooast, that we and other merchants trading to 
that Oolony have drawn up with the view of placing before your Lordship. 

We therefore humbly beg your Lordship to appoint an early day for its presentation. 
We have, &c. 

The Right H on. the Earl of Derby, P.O., (Signed) F. A..\"D A. SWANZY. 
&C. &c. &c. 

Enclosure in No. -15. 

To THE RIGHT HaN. -THE EARL OF DERBY, HER MAJESTY'S SECRETARY or STATE FOR THE 
OOLONIES. 

'rhe MEMORIAL of MERCHANTS in the OITY OF LONDON engaged and interested in t.he TRADE 
with t.he GOLD OOAST and LAGOS 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH, 
THAT the following questions in connexion with the Oolony of the Gold Ooast 

particularly call for the attention of Her Majesty's Government., and that were the 
views expressed in this memorial carried out the interests of trade and civilisation 
would be promoted and the welfa.re of the community advanced. 

1. That wl).ereas in conseqnence of the disturbed state of Ashantee and the neigh­
bouring countries the trade of the Gold Ooast has lately been seriously affected, and 
wherea.'l numbers of Ohiefs and their followers, ouly desirous of being left at liberty to 
live in peace and security, have petitioned his Excellency Sir Samuel Rowe to come 
under British protection, the time has arrived when the question should be reconsidered 
of establishing a Resident at Ooomassie, who would watch over and fu.rther British 
interests and advise the King of Ashantee in matteI'S connected with the internal 
government of his country. 

2. That it is , desirable Her Majesty's Government adopt measures to prevent the 
further annexation of any of the countries between the Gold Ooast po"sessions and 
Lagos by any other European Power. . 

3. Tht .the, L jIogos Golony having since 1874 been placed under the Government of 
the~Qld Ooa~t has prodnced serious inconveniences and has created in the minds of 
the .. merchants an earnest desire that the administration of the two Colonies should 
again be separate and distinct. 

'l!he ,~rade of the Ooleny, of Lagos considerably exceeds that of the Gold Ooast, whilst its 
Government is .maintained at less than hl\lf the expense, therefore the consideration of 
Her ;Majesty's Gover.n.ment is earnestly called to this question of separate government . 
. . 4. T.hatin ea'ch lIritish po~session on, the West Ooast ,'of .Africa there shollld be a 
:~para~ 'l'nd, 4i~ti?cq!,gislative . co~cil, on which the comD;!erci¥ j;>j.er,6I!,ts ~honl(l.be 

':. "adequately represented by non-offiClal members. 
. M4 
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5. 'rhat the condition of the fin ances of the Colony calls for inquiry. The reVellUU 
now collected is fully treble what it was in 1872 and previous years, but nothing 
more is done for the benefit of the community and for the interest of trade. The 
enormous expenditure is mainly due to the large staff of officials necessitated by the 
system of short service. If theil' term . of residence on the Coast w~re for a longer 
period the result would be considerable saving in expenditure and greater efficiency in 
the administration of the Colony. 

(). That as regards the Gold Coast proper it is desirable the ad valorem duty on 
manufactures, &0. revived at the time of the Ashantee war, and then increased to 
4 per cent. as a war tax, be repealed and they be admitted free as formerly. 

7. That there is urgent necessity for an inquiry into the condition and constitntion 
of the Houssa force. With their want of discipline and character for plunder and 
insubordination t,hey are positively an element of danger and disturbance to the 
Colony. 

8. That it is desirable that more attention be paid to the sanitary condition of the 
principal towns, nnu that much migbt be done to improve the condition of their streets 
and the approaches to them. 

9. That the Gold Coast being entirely witbout lJeasts of burden or means of water 
intercommunication, t·bere can be no rea.! or important development of its resources or 
trade without the formation of railways. 

That therefore it is desirable Her Majesty'~ Government gil'e their support to the 
construction of a railway between Assin , Denkera, and Cape Coast Castle, as recom­
mended by the deputation of merchant-s and others tbat waited on his Excellency Sir 
Samnel Rowe on the 2nd March Inst. respecting which the papers are already in the 
hands of your Lordship. 

10. That witb a view to furthering tbe del'elopmeut of the gold mines in the Wassaw 
district the project for ~he construction of a railway between Axim and Tarquah is also 
deserving of the consideration of Her Majesty's Government. 

11. Tbat whereas immense r isks are run to life and propert.v by the present lax 
system of storing gunpowder, Her Majesty's Government should adopt the suggestion 
to erect a Government magazine made by the merchants of Cape Coast in a petition 
presented to Sir Sa,muel Rowe in June last. and that in addition to Cape Coast Castle 
Government magaziues be also erected at Axim and Accra. 

12. That whereas at the present time great inconvenience is caused to merchants 
and others by th~ same persons being continually called to serve on juries, inquiry to 
be made as to the way the lists are arranged. '1'he existing Ordinance on the subject 
appears to be totally disregarded. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 
(Signed) .ALEX. MILLER, BROTHER, & Co. 

FRED. J. CROCKER. 
EDMD. G. GUNNELL. 
WM. CLEAVER. 
A. HUTTON. 
WALTER GRIFFITHS. 
CHAS. SEVIN. 

London, December 7, 188~. 

No. 46. 

F. SWANZY. 
C. LlNTOTT. 
W. H. SELBY. 
ALFD. LINTOTT. 
G. T. H. LYALL. 
FRANCIS W. MACAN. 
BANNER BROTHERS. 

MESSRS. F. AND A. SWANZY to COLONIAL OFFICE. 

147, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 
My LoRD, December 20, 1883. 

REFERRI NG to the observations made by yonr Lordship at . the Colonial Office On 
the 12th instant, respecting tbe affairs of the Gold Coast and 1,agos, we beg to urge 
the following :- . 

1. That a separate administration for Lagos is indispsllsable. In the til'st plaoe on 
the score of efficiency. The distriots are so far apart, and the interests so widely 
different in each division of the Colony, as to render it impossible for one office" toO 
efficiently govern at the . same time the Gold Coast and Lagos. There are no tele­
graphs in the country, an!! it frequently happens that the Governor-ill-Chilli il! ill 
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ignor ance for ten or more days of eYCllts that have tak~n place within the l imit, of his 
jnriIJdiction . As an instance of this we may mention that when Captn.ill Barrow 
arrived in the Colony from C00massie early in .June la st HiI' ~a.lul.lcl Row e ~,ras at 
Lagos, and t.hat, alt.hongh the first·named officer had prevailed upon tho different 
factions in Ashantee to suspend hostilities for 11 fortnight, to enahle the Governor to 
settle their differences, his Excellency was Ilnnble t·o act for several weeks, too la.te to 
prevent bloodshed. Gren.t loss of life, and" seriously disturbed state of the country, 
with a stoppage of trade a.nd all intercourse with tbe interior, has been fhe unfortunate 
result. 

With regard to econom~' , we contend t·bat. a separat,e administra.t.ion as formerly 
would lessen the expencl.iture, for previous to 1874 the pay of tho Governor of the 
Gold Coast was 1,5001.; that of the Governor of Lagos, l ,70U/.; that of t·he Secretaries 
of both, 2001.; makin[ together a total of 3.4001. per annum . 1.:niler the present 
charter the pay of the liovernor·in·Chief is 3,5001.; of the Lieut.-Governor, UJ50/.; 
of the Secretaries, 6,1701.; amounting in all to 11 ,620/. per anuum. III adrlition 
to these cost~ of administrat ion is t.he cost and maintenance of the Colonial steamer, 
which amounted in 1881 to 8,654l., and we maintain that there is no occaRion fOI" this 
vessel. 

So far as we are aware t.he Governor·in-Cbief has not found time to once visit the 
important mining district., notwithstanding the fac.t tbat t.h ~ seat of Govemment is in 
the Gold Coast Colony, and tbat skilled mining operations have been caITieu on by 
various' Enropeau companies in the western rlistrict. fOl' sev~ral years. 

2. Appointment of non·official members on the LegislatiYe Conncils. 
Until the year 1874 tbe interests of the ~ettlelDents were fairly repJ'esented on tbese 

councils by English and native merchants of position and long sta.nding wit·h advan· 
tage to the Government and the native and commercial interests. Gentlemen of the 
same class still exist who are eligible and willing to d~vote suffic ent time to legisla· 
tive matters. In former years it frequently happened that, tbe Governors summoned 
extra unofficial members to their councils in addition to their regula!' members. 

3. Your Lordship was under the impression that .. the increalle in I.he revenue is due 
.. not so much to the taxes them8elves baing raised as to the stoppage of smuggling," 
and it appears from a note pubh_bed by the Colonial Office on .hnuary 21st, 1874, 
referring to all the ,Vest African SeWements, that .. the genera l increase of revenue 
" which has taken place in the Settlements is due to tbe growth of trade hiefly, not 
H to the burdens of taxation. The revenues of the Settlements were formerly raised 
" by low ad valorem duties. Tbe tendency of fiscal legislation there bas recently 

been to abolish ad valorem duties (wbich are expensive to collect and distasteful to 
" the mercantile community), and trust for a revenue to fairly bigh specifi c duties on 

spirits, tobacco, and munitions of war." In 1861 the total amount of the revenue, 
including the home grant of 4,0001. was 9,3351., and the expentli t ure 9,195/. For 
1881 the revenue was 116,4241, and the expenditure 134,7761. The extension of area 
was made in April 1872, and it is mainly from that date that tbe taxation bas so 
greatly increased. For the previous year the revenue was only 28,6091., but in 1872 
the duties were more than doubled. We, bowever, do not object to the amount of the 
revenue, but to tbe method of raising and collecting it. Vi' e are opposed to tbe 
ad valorem duties and to the enormous increase in the expenditure. Tbe following 
figures show that the cost of certain branches of the administ-ratioll has increased over 
400 per cent in seven years. 1873. 1880. 

Civil establishment 
Customs • 
J udici"l and District Commissioners 
Medical 
Post office 
Audit 
Printing 
Gaols 
Public Works 

1,700 
1,999 
3,560 

880 
75 

60 
120 
450 

8,844 

7,962 
7,655 

10,382 
4,924 

692 
934 
408 

1,247 
2,420 

36,624 

There are no roads, sewers, or lighted streets, and we regret to state that we are 
unable to perceive any improvement whatever during the last 20 years in either the 
~ondition or government of the Gold Coast. 
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Then again there is the .extravagant system of sh.o~t ~ervice, which in practi?!\ givefJ 
the officers and other offiCIals over one-thIrd of theIr tIme on leave on full pay. We 
desire to point out t.hat the cost to the Colony in pay, passages, &c. is unnecessarily 
large, and that it would be impossible for the merchants and others to carry on their 
operations on the same scale. Our engagements are invariably for three years, and 
although agents and others as a rule receive no pay while on leave we have no difficulty 
in securing the services of competent ruen. 

4. Railtoays.- Your Lordship's assurances on this important question are mast en­
coum,p;ing, and we venture to hope that the scheme for a line to the mining centre will 
receivo the consideration we are convinced it deserves. We are intimately acquainted 
with the mining prospects, for during our connexion with the Gold Coast (prior to the 
formation of companies for developing the gold fields) we estimate our receipts at up­
waTels of 1,000,0001. sterling in gold dust obtained from the natives in exchange for 
merchandise. We have invested largely in mining operations in the Wassaw district, 
and have no doubt that if a line were established it would be fully employed in the 
conveyance of stores to the mines, and of are to the coast. Moreover, the establishment 
of a railway would give employment to a great number of people in the Colony, and a 
vast amount of the shipping tonnage of this country. 

5. As an instance of the undisciplined state of the Roussa force, we refer your Lord­
ship to the copies of t.he petitions of Chief Tamoklo, and of the King, Chiefs, and 
headmen of Awoonah, which appeared in the" Gold Coast Times" of 28th September 
last, enclosed herein.'" 

We have, &c. 
The Right Ron. the Earl Derby, P .C., 

&c. &c. &0. 
(Signed) - F. & A. SWANZY. 

No. 47. 

The RIGHT RON. THE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, R.C.M.G. 

SIR, Downing Street, December 31, 1883. 
IN my Despatch of eyen date," expressing my approval of the Estimates 

of the Gold Coast Colony, I have alluded to the urgent necessity of taking some 
steps for developing the resources of the Colony by improving the means of commu­
nication and the execution of important public works. 

2. III YOllr Despatch of the 19th of October,'" you enumerate a list of important 
objects which you bad originally proposed to place on the Estimates for 1884, 
but as in view of the condition of the revenue of the Gold Coast they would have 
caused a deficit on the year, you decided, with the advice and concurrence of the 
Executive Council, to omit them. 

3. Most of the works mentioned by you are of a reproductive nature, for the exeou'­
tion of which it would, in ordinary circumstances, be justifiable to raise a loan, ~ has 
been ,lone with advantage in many other Colonies. 

In the cnse of the Gold Coast, however, t,his course is, I think, at present unneces­
sary. There is reason to hope that the present depression in the reVenue is .of ,a 
temporary nature, and that a favourable change may be nnticipated at no distant' date. 
The revenue, moreover, has always hitherto proved more than sufficient for the ordinary 
expenditure, and althou~h, in view of the extent to which .the receipts. dep~nd aD: .the 
preservation of peace III the mterlDr, and of the ~hiftmg and uncertam politl~ 
elements by whlOh the Colony IS s'urrounded, a copslde,rabl!l res~rve must::, be mam­
tailled, I am disposed to think that it is unnecessary to keep the balance , 1'~. the high 
figure of 99,0001. which you expect it to reaoh at the close of the " ' 

4. It was decided by my predecessor that a sum of 50,OOOl. '. 
as a reserve for the Gold Coast Settlement against unfore~een emlerlgel~8eIj..WIia.. 
should be:·added o,n account of Lagos, making in all a fund of ov "vu'V •• ;,m~'9ll"Js; 
used only for extraordina:ry purposes. 

But I~m of .opinion tllaklihe remaining balance 
may' prope~1y"pe appropl1jcl\~d ,to ~he execution 6£ ' 
ment of tlle.:CMony and-lUi j,p.habltants. , 



I think. therefore, tl""t some of the mora p"d,;i ug wO"b which you h",ve ill J iO ·Ll.~d 
might safoly be taken in hand at ouoe. the oost baing c1ef,· .. ydcl fmill tb a :\~cl.l lll "hte·i 
aut· plus. and I shall proceed to iudicate the order in which I an, di;p)3"] t~ think it 
will be ad" isable that such works should be pl'oceedeiJ with. 

5. The work to which the first place should be assigned is thc commelloement of a 
continuous road along the whole coast line. "t "II events between Acora and Axim. 
Suoh a road would not only be of great use in developing tbe resources of the Colony. 
but would also facilitate the work of administ.ra.tion, and enable increased su pervision 
to be exercised over tbe sllla.1l stations where il'reglll"l'ities are so apt to prevail. 

6. Tbe bridge at Five Cowrie Creek. and the constfllCtion of a causewa..v from the 
bridge to the sea shore at Lagos, are works of equal urgency and sl,ould be proceeded 
with at once. 

7. Tho w'ork which may be ranked second, though it is not less 1I1'gent than the 
road along the coast. is the thorough repai l' of tbe Colonia1 steamer" Ekmo." To 
defer the repair of the vessel longer would iu all probability be to render it impos· 
sible, and it should therefore be taken in hand without uelay. 

Should it be fonnd. upon fUlther examination. that the vessel is not worth the cos~ 
and risk of sending her to England for repairs, it will be necessary that steps should 
be taken for replacing her either by the construction or purchase of another 
steamer. 

8. A work of equal importance is the opening up of the interior roads for whioh you 
intended to take a vote of 8001. in the Es~imates . I am of opinion that steps ought t.o 
be taken in this matter also dnring the coming year at least to the extent which you 
intended. 

9. With regard to the erection of a line of telegrapb from Accra to Winnebah, I am 
disposed to approve of such a work. but before authorising you to prooeed with it, I 
should be glad to receive a reply to the inquiries already addressed to you as to what 
has become of the line from Cape Coast to Elmina.. 

]0. The construction of prisons also at Accra and Lagos should not be Ion O'er 
deferred. and I request that you will have plans prepared without delay and forwarded 
for my approval. 

11. For the execution of the works I have mentioned. you will probably require the 
services of anotber foreman of works. and as soon as I learn that you are ready to 
proceed with them I shall be prepared to instruct the Crown Agents to prooure 
one. 

12. There are several other works. such as the construction of a hrea!"'water at 
Accra. which are urgently required , bllt I await an oppor~unity of conferring with you 
respecting them after your arrival in England before taking any action with regard to 
them. 

I have, &c. 
Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERBY. 

No. 48. 

The .RIGHT RON. mE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR Sm S. ROWE. K.C.M.G. 

Sm, Downing Street. Deccmber :n. 1883. 
I HAVE the hononr to transmit to you herewith copies of two memorial,- which 

have recently been presented to me on the subject of the condition of aff»irs in the. 
Gold Coast Colony, oue being from the Directors of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Manchester, and the other from merchants of the City of London engaged and 
interested in the trade with the Gold Coast and Lagos. 

I also annex for your information a report of the reply which I returned to a 
deputation which conferred with me on the 12th instant on the subject of these 
memorials. 

:. The same questions are touched upon in both documents, but in the following 
.obaerv",tion8 I propose to deal with them in the order in which they appear in the 
mlltll'Orfal from .. the merchants of ·the City of London . 

• Enclosures in Nos. 44 tuld 45. 
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1. With reference to the request that a British Resident should be established at 
Coomassie, you will observe that I informed the deputation that although I saw in 
principle no objection to the adoption of such a course I regarded it as a question of 
time and opportunity. 

I adhere to the opiuion es:pl'es;ed in lay Despatch of the 30th J anuary last," 
that at the present mOlUent there aro strong reasons of policy and prudence against 
such a·n appointment. 'rhe condition of di sturbance :l.lld almost of anarchy which 
exists in Ashanti at the present time would nnder the position of a Resident at 
Coomassie one of mnch danger and difficult.y, and should insult or outrage be offered 
to him grave complications must iuevitably result. 

Should, however, the policy which, in my Despatch of 31st October,t J have 
directed you to adopt. prove successful, and peace and settled government be restored 
to Ashanti, it would then be deserving of consideration whether the desire of the 
merchants could be complied with, and a Resident at Coomassie be appointed. At the 
same time it is possible that the objects which they seek to accomplish might equally 
well be obt.ained , and probably at less cost '\I1d risk, by sending officers, commissioned 
by the Gold Coast Government, on special missions to Coomassie at tolerably frequent 
intervals. On this subject, with others, I shall take the opponunity of conferring 
with you on yonI' arrival in England, and availing my~elf of your local knowledge and 
experience. 

2. With regard to the second section of the memorial, you are aware that Her 
Majesty's Government have for some time past had the position of th& countries lying 
between the Gold Coast aud Lagos under their serious consideration, and that representa­
tions have heen made to the French Government respecting the action of their 
agent.s at Porto Novo, Little Popo, and other places in these territories. 

W hi!;,t they are unwilling to extend their responsibilities unnecessarily on the West 
Coast of Africa, Her Majesty's Government are fully alive to the desirability of main­
taining the influence which naturally belongs to them in virtue of their paramount 
interests in those districts, and the freedom of trade aud commerce on the coast line 
between the two settlements of the Gold Coast and Lagos. 

3. Although I stated to the deputation tbat the arrangement by which the Gold 
Coast and Lagos were pla.ced unde,' oue Governmeut had nothing of finality 01' per­
petnity about it, I am not prepared witllOut. further experience of the working of the 
scheme to make auy alteration. The more complete amalgamation of the two settle­
ments which was sanctioned by my predecessor last year, after full consideration, has as 
yet hardly been brought into thorough workiug order, and it would be premature to make 
any change wlt.il its results have be.}n fully developed. These results must, however, 
be carefully watched, and should they, after fair and suffioient trial, be found not to 
realize the expectations on which the policy of amalgamation was based, the question 
of placing the settlement·s under separate administratious must be reoonsidered. 

4. So long as the Gold Coast and Lagos are, as at present, united for fiscal and 
administrative purposes, ther~ can of course be no questiou of the establishment of a 
separate Legislative Council in each settlement, and the sittings of the Council of the 
Gold Coast Colony should be held at the head quarters of the Governmeut; at present 
that is at Accra. 

I am, however, of opinion that there is no reason why the commercial element should 
not be represented in the Council by non-official members, as at Sierra Leone and the 
Gambia, provided that propel' persons, able and willing to serve, oan be found for th,s 
purpose. I t has, however, always been understood that there was a. difficulty in obtain· 
in O' the services of gentlemen who reside for a sufficiently long perIOd on the coast, and 
who would be a.cceptable tc the rest of th e mercantile community. h would probably 
be undesirable to restrict the choice of unofficial members to merchants resldmg at 

. Accra, whilst at the same time gentlemen whose business is at Cape Coast or Lagos 
might not be willing to make the sacrifice of time and money whIch would be mvolved 
in coming to Accra to attend the meetings of the Council. . Still I trust thnt this 
difficulty may, as in other Colonies similarly situated in thIS respeot, be got over, 
especially when the sessions of the· Council are fixed at stated periods selected to meet 
the general convenienoe of the community. . . . 

I shall be glad ho\,;ever to be fUl'llished with your Vlews on this qnestlOn, and I would 
refer yon to the corl'0spondencet between Lord Carnarvon and Sir S. Freeling in 1877. 

5. You will observe that iu both the memorials great stress IS laId on the heavy 
expenditnre entailed by the system of short service whioh has been established in the 

• No.2. t No. ~7 . t N 01 printed. 



101 

Gold Ooast Oolony, and the detrimental influence which is said to be occasioned by the 
frequent changes in appointments. 

The system of short tours of service was introduced after long ~lld serious con­
sideration, and under the advice of those most competent by experience to form a 
correct judgment, on the ground principa.l1y that when officers remained on the coast 
for any length of time the majority of them were, long before the ir turn for leave 
arrived, incapacitated by the climate from rendering efficient service, and not nnfre­
quently dragged on a useless and fever-stricken existence. It was thought, and I have 
no reason to doubt rightly thought, that this would be to a great extent avoided by 
bringing them home at more frequent intervals. and thus enabling them to recruit the 
powers enfeebled by the trying and noxious conditions of life in West Africa. Such a 
system requires of course a larger staff' than would otherwise be necessary, but if better 
and more serious and energetic work is obtained there is an obvious gain hoth to the 
Oolony and the officers themselves. 

I t is also fail' to observe that the frequent changes in appointments which are COlU­
plained of are due, not only to the short service system, but in a great measure to the 
loss of officers occasioned by the fl1tl11 influences of the climate. A few years ago, wh~n 
the revision of the arrangements as to leave of absence was under consideration, a 
return was prepared in this department which showed that during four years 
(1874-1878) the nnmber of officers lost to the Oolony by death or permanent invaliding 
amonnted to no less than an average of 13 per cent. per annum on the European 
establishment. In view of snch facts as these, I am certainly not prepared to make any 
change in the present regulations relating to leave of absence. 

6. The question of the abolition of tbe ad valo,'c", duty of 4 per cent. is one which 
must depend upon t.he financial condition of the Oolony, and its ability to bear the loss 
of revenue which would accrue. The estimates for 1884, which have been recentlv 
under my consideration, show that this is at present impossible, but in principle I a!'>']':e 
with the memorialists, and I shall be glad if at a fnture date eitber an increase of the 
revenue or a readjustment of the system of totXiLtion s.hould permit of the iLholition of 
the ad valorem duty. 

7. I have received with surprise and regret the complaints of the wiLnt of discipline 
and insubordination which are alleged to exist amon~st the HOllssa constabulary. 
The deputation referred mol''' particularly to the conditIOn and conduct of the detach­
ments at the outstations. I have to request that you will inquire strictly and seriously 
into this matter, and furnish me with a report upon it from yourself, and also from 
the Inspector-General; and I should wish to be informed whether that officer, as it 
would appear to be his duty to do, visits the outstations at tolera hly frequent inter vals, 
in order to see that the detachments are kept in a proper state of discipline and 
efficiency. 

8. The improvemem of the sanit:try condition of the towns in the Gold Ooast 
Oolony is a matter of primary importauce, and it has formed the suhject of much 
correspondence between each Secretary uf State and each Governor for mauy years 
past. The difficulties in the way of obtaining satisfactory result9, owing to the habits 
and customs of the natives and the physical obstacles to be overcome, are. I am aware, 
very great; but I need not impress upon you the necessity of using every endeavour to 
effect such improvements as may be possible, and to enforce strictly the legislation 
which has been passed for this purpose. 

It may he worth con8ideration whether some local bodies should not be created in 
the principal towns whose function it · should be to see that the provisions of the Ordi­
nances r egulating sanitary matters are properly carried out, and who should have 
some power of levying local rates for the purpose and for executing necessary works 
and improvements. 

9 and 10. With regard to the construction of railways, I have already in my 
Despatch of 25th July! conveyed to you my views respecting the proposal to 
make a railway from Oape Coast to Assin Denkerah. I informed you that it would be 
impossible to give a guarantee to a private company from the Oolonial revenue, but if 
sati8fied that the railway would pay, the Oolonial Government might itself construct 
and work it. 

'1'he improvement of the means of communication is of course of the greatest 
importance to the Oolony, and in a country like the Gold Coast where, as the 
memorialists point out, there are no beasts of burden or inland waterways, the con­
struction of railways is undoubtedly deserving of serious and favourable consideration . 

• Not printed. 
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It will tberefore. he desira.ble tbat you should collect and bring to EnO"land with you 
all tbe mformatlOn wblCh It may be possIble to obtam on the subject. f sball then take 
the opportunity of conferring with you on tbe matter, and sbould it appear practicable 
to underta.ke tbe making of sucb a. railway as is desired, it will be necessary to seud 
out. some competent person from tbis country to make a preliminary survey, and 
prepare estImates and speCificatIOns upon whICh tenders for a contract may be invited. 

I propose to address you upon tbe general subject of public works which seem to 
call for immediate attention in a separate Despatch, in connexion with the estimates of 
tbe Colony for 1884. 

11. I tbink tbere is considerable force in the representations of the memorialists as 
to the danger arising from tbe want of proper facili ties for storing gunpowder, and I 
conSider It deSirable tbat steps sbould be t aken wltbout delay for erecting Government 
magazines at the principal ports named. A reasonable amount of rent would of 
course have to be paid by the mercbants for the use of these magazines for tbe storaO"e 
of their gunpowder. 0 

12. The last point to whicb the memorialists draw attention is the inconvenience 
caused to mercbants a.nd others by the same persons being continually called to serve 
on juries. On tbis matter I am without information, and I bave to request that y'ou 
will cause inqui ry to be made respecting it and furni sh me with a report. I annex, 
for your information, an extract from a letter from Sir J ames Marshall, in which he 
supplies some explanations on the subject . ·-

Sir S. Rowe. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) DERBY. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 48. 

E XTRACT from the" Times," of 13th December 1883. 

YESTERDAY a deputation of gentlemen from London au,[ Manchester interested in 
tbe trade of the Britisb Colonies on the West Coast of Africa waited upon tbe Earl of 
Derby, at tbe Colonial Office, to confer with his Lordship Oll t.he subject of the admini­
~tration of the government of these Colonies. The deputatIOn, which was accompanied 
by Mr. Slagg, M.P. , Mr. Armitage, M.P., and :Mr. Lee, M.P., set forth their views in a 
memorial, and urged that the reforms desired were--first, that for each of these 
Colonies tbere sbould be a separate legislative assembly, with due representatioll of the 
non-official element ; the abolition of the short service system; and the esta.blislnnE'nt 
of a Britisb Residency at Coomassie. 

Lord Derby, in reply, said he should deal lVith tbe questions in the memorial 
.<C'riathn; and dealing with the first point, be would state that he saw no objection in 
principle to the establi shment of a Resident at Coomassie; but it was a question of 
time and of oppoltunity. He did not think tbat the English people desired (he was sure 
he should not desire) that tbe Britisb Government should be mixed up more than it 
was with the internal aft'airs of a country like Ashantee. It was undoubtedly desirable 
that there should be all due proteotion to British interests, such as they were, and that 
any influeuce which tbe Government could employ should be emploYfld on behalf of 
peace, and of commerce, and of civilisation; but we must consider wbether the oppor­
tunity was a convenient one for the establishment of a Residenoy at Coomassie, and he 
must say, from what he had seen in recent Despatohes, t.hat he shonld very much 
doubt whether the time bad come for tbat to be done. All tbat they knew of tbe 
interior condition of Ashantee was that it was broken up into various Eactions; but 
civi l war was not at all improbable, and under such circumstances it might be very 
difficult to know to wbom a Resident should be accredited, while it would be very 
diffioult for him to avoid interfering and throwing tbe weight of British influenoe into 
one scale or the other. He was sure that if tbere was one thing the British public 
would be unanimous about, it was that we did not want any extension of territory or 
any extension of a protectorate in the interior in the direction of Ashantee. I f" we 
sent a Resident there it could only be for tbe protection of such interests !\S we had, 
and be had no hesitation in saying that, while he would be ready at any time to con­
sider tbe matter, and while be had instructed the Governor to make inquiry upon it, 
he did not think that the time had come when a permanent Residency could be esta­
blished there. With rega:rd to the ne1..1;· and exoeedingly important question of"our 
interference "to prevent t be ·further annexation of--any-of-the ' countries-' between-the 
,. Gold Coast posso2sions and Lagos by ail;>' ~~l\er European Power," it was of such yery 
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wide interest, and of such moment.ous import.allcr, that ho was not, in a positioll to 
give them an ans\yer upon it, now. It was st.rio llsly engag ing fhe attention of the 
Ca.binet. H e need not say that they desired. as fa!' as possible, that t.ho West Afr ican 
coast should remain open to the traders of all countries. and should not be monopolised 
by any foreign power. At the same time. they had to consider the quest.ion of 'inter­
national right. He knew of no international law which wonld justify t hem in "ayiug 
that whereas they had made various settloments in places unoccupied, anil to whic h nil 
other European power laid claim, that the French Govel'llment should not do tho S,,·lllC 

thing. They ,,"ould natnrally plead that what wo had done they mig ht do. Ultimately 
he hoped that wc should come to some arrangement between the two countri es, and 
that that arrangement would be on the basis of fail' play anil equ ity t.o bo th parties. 
As to the separation of the Colony of Lagos from the Government of the Gold Coast, 
he was not in a position to give an opinion upon it at present; but he might say that 
the arrangement by which Lagos and the Gold Coast 'vere placed under one GOI'ern­
ment had nothing of finality 01' perpetuity about it. Whatever efficiency migl,t result. 
fTom the separation, he was bound k l point out that it would not he economical. fN 
there wonld be the keeping up of two sta.ffs instead of one. With regard to commercial 
interests being adequately represented upon the Legislative Council by non-offici,,1 mem­
bers, he did not know that there had been any desire for it, or that there were competent 
persons t<> undertake the duties; but he should take their views into consideration au 
that point. Then the deputation complained of the large staff of officials employed. He 
did not think that they contended that anyone salary in itself was excessive or exorbitant .• 
for it was his experience that it was very difficult to get competent men to go out to the 
Gold Coast. As to the substitution of speci fi c for ad mlo','om· duties, he was with thc 
d~putal';on. if we could only afford to do it. With re"'a.l'd t.o public works. 8t1ch as 
roads, railways. improved sanitary arrangements. and so forth, they were. no douht. of 
extreme importance. and he quite agreed that tbe questi.on of communication was of 
Dlore importance to the Gold Coast tba.n almost to any other part of the Colonial 
Empire, because of the difficulty of getting heasts of burden t{) li ve there. and t.he 
absence of water communication with the interior. He should be heartily glad to find 
£hat the making of railways was practicable; and he neell not I'emind them that raJ!­
way. cost money, and he did not t.hink that the GoYe1'l1ment would he s"tisfied with 
saddling the Colony with a heavy debt for railways unless they had reasonable security 
that the proceeds of those railways would be suffici ent to cover tbe interest, of the debt. 
In the way of roads and sanitary arrangements there was nu doubt a great necessity 
for something to be Ilone at au early period. and they had a reserve fund which bar! 
grown to 99.000l., of which 20.0001. or :10.0001. might be applied to this purpose. As 
to other minor points touched upon by the deputatiun, he thould t.a·ke these into 
consideration with the view of supplying a remedy. 

The deputation then withdrew. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 48. 
(Extract from letter from Sir J. Marshall.) 

December 15, 1883 . 
. ON reading the report of Lord Derby's answer to the Gold Coast deputation in the 

"D.aily News," I observed that his Lordship promised to make inqniries respecting the 
complaints made about the same persons being constantly called upon to .erve on 
juries. 

I think I am able to give you some information on the point which may perhaps 
prove useful to Lord Derby. 

Up 'to the time I left the Gold Coast this complaint only applied to Cape Coast, anel 
I believe it still only applies to tbere. The simple reason is that from one caUSe or 
another the provision of the Supreme Court Ordinance had never been fully enforced 
thelia, r mean with . . Tespect to juries. By that Ordinance the DistI~ct Commissioner has 
to make _a. juxy list .each year, and every man in the place between the ages of 21 and 
60 is eliiPble I.!J B.e:rve with 80~e special exceptions. This gives him an ample s~p]lly 
from whIch to make a Iar"'e list both of common and specml Jurymen. From th,S list 
the sheriff has to make a panel for each assize in a manner cl'lrefnlly indicated, ar.d he 
has to exhaust the list before the · 'Same man can again be ·called on to servo again.; If 
this were observed I do not think the same man could ever be called on to serve more 
than twice in One year, even with an assize e~ch month. . The ()rdinance also specially 
enacts that two men from the same establIshment are, not to be called on to serve on 
the same jury. 
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Unfortunately there has been great difficulty in getting these provisions properly 
attended to at Cape Coast. On first going there as Chlef J nstice with the Queen's 
Advocate, Mr. Woodcock, to hold an assize (it was December ] 879) , after opening the 
assize we found it impossible to go on from the non-observance of the Ordinance which 
had existed from the very beginning of the Supreme Court's existence. In fact every 
trial had been tainted with illegality, and an ordinance of indemnity had to be passed. 

I am confident that what causes the present complaints is the smallness of the jury 
list. The Ordinance includes all resident men, but there has remained at Oape Coast 
a strong feeling that only men who understand English should be allowed to serve. 
The others are called illiterate. This was formally the case at Accra and Lagos, and 
my experience at the latter place was that it kept the juries to a restricted clique who 
were imbued with class prejudices, which made the jury system a very doubtful and 
difficult engine to work. The new Supreme Oourt Ordinance which admitted all, 
swanlped the clique and removed all such difficulties as are still complained of at Oape 
Coast. It is fairer because all present understand what. is said, and the interpreter is 
carefully watched. Of course interpretation takes longel' time, but it is far better 
both for judge and people. At all events it is the law, and the long and short of it is 
that if the provisions laid clown in the Ordinance for the list-panels and summoning of 
juries are carried alit at Oape Ooast these complaints cannot arise. Unfortunately 
Oape Ooast has been constantly left withont a resident judge, and as there is more 
lit.igation there than at Accra and Lagos combined, it is natural that things occa-
sionally go wrong. . 

Of C011r8e if only men who underst.'tnd English are to be au juries the Same persons 
must be perpetnally chosen, and the many evils of a. clique perpetuated. But this i3 
not the law, .'tlld from experience I think it a very great blessing that it is not. The 
law says that all men between the ages of 21 and 60 are eligible. 

No. 49. 

COLONIAL OFFICE to MESSRS. F. AND A. SWANZY. 

GENTLEUEN, Downing St.reet, January 3, 1884. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of thu 20th ultimo,* on the subject of the condition of affairs at the Gold Ooast anil 
Lagos. 

Your communioation will receive Lord Derby's hest attent.ion, but his L0rdship 
desires me tc say that he ca.nnot admit tho fairness of any comparison between the 
system and cost of administration a~ the Gold Ooast as it existed previous to the 
Ashantee war of 1873-4 and that of the present time. 

I am, &c. 
Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy. (Signed) R. H. MEADE. 

No. 50. 

The RlGH1' HON. THE EARL OF DERBY to GOVERNOR SIR S. ROWE, K.C.M.G. 

Sm, Downing Street, J anuary 3, 1884. 
WITH reference to my Despatch of 31st December,t I have the honour to 

transmit, for your information, copies of correspondence! \yith Messrs. F. and A. 
Swanzy on the subject of the condition of affairs at the Gold Ooast and Lagos. 

I desire to call your particular ,\ttention to the last paragraph of Messrs. Swanzy's 
letter relating to the want of discipline in the Houssa force, and I have to request that 
you will furnish me with a report upon the circumstances to whioh they refer. 

I have, &0. 
Sir S. Rowe. (Signed) DERBY. 
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