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HSIEH (off stage ) . 
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PRECIOUS S, 
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- 12 -

Order the gardener , Hsieh Ping- Kuei , t o co1:1e here again. 

Yes , &cellency. 

( Go up L. ~nd R. Call off L. ) 

His i,xcellency orders t:1c- gar den0r, Hsi0h Ping-Kuei , to 
come he r e again. 

Coming . 

( ATTENDANTS retire to thJir places , HSIEH enters L., 
r eturns book to PROffiRTY H.N and come& to below PRECIOUS 
STREAM 'S chair, and kneels.) 

As we a r e dri nking wine anc. en joying the snow here , we 
find we need a little poem to celebrate the occasion. 
As I have heard t '.L. t you are somenl'k1 t of a poet in your 
own viay , I order you t o gi ve us one of your poems . 

If Your Excellenc7 ,; ill excuse my being fo r ward­

Ce rtainl y . 

I must beg to point out to Your &cell,mcy tho. t I am one 
of yourr labourers ~nd my duty to Your Excellency i s 
limited to labour. 

Bravo ! I said he coul dn 'tl 

So did I • 

·,iai t a moment-what do you mean? 

Tell us candidly, 

If i t is not my L tbour but my talent you want , then I must 
beg you to trea t me a s a gentleman and I mu s t be invited, 
not order ed, 

Impossibld ·.vn-1 t impudenc e l 

The man ought to be thrashed , 

Why this is most rea sonable . true poet mus t be treated 
as a wo rkman. Why shouldn't we tre-i. t hii'I with prope r 
r espec t? 

Well, to show t hat I a . .'.l a jlll: t :nan I will g ive you a seat 
in tha t corner , and r e quest you t o ,irite a short poem of 
four lines on t he subject of , -,line, Sno·,; and Poetry'. If 
your poem proves to be good, I will g ive you a reward; if 
your poem is bad , or you can't \'?rite at a ll-

j 
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