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WANG .

ATTENDANTS.

HSIEH (off stage).

WANG o

HSIEH.
WANG .

HSIEH.

WEI.
SILVER S.
SU.
GOLDEN S,

HSIEH.

WEI.
STILVER S.

PRECIOUS S.

WANG.

= 42 =
Order the gardener, Hsich Ping-Kuei, to come here again,

Yes, Zxcellency.
(Go up L. and Re Call off L)

His Excellency orders the gardener, Hsieh Ping-Kuei, to
come here again.

Coming.

(ATTENDANTS retire to their places. HSIEH enters L.,
returns book to PROPERTY isiN and comes to below PRECIOUS
STREAM'S chair, and kneels.)

As we are drinking wine and enjoying the snow here, we
find we need a little poem to celebrate the occasion,
As T have heard that you are somewhat of a poet in your
own way, L order you to give us one of your poems.

If Your Excellency will excuse my being forward—
Certainlye.

I must beg to point out to Your =sxcellency that I am one
of your labourers «nd my duty to Your Excellency is
limited to labour,

Bravo! I said he couldn'tl

Solidaditie

liait 2 moment—what do you mean?

Tell us candidly.

If it is not my labour but my talent you want, then I must
beg you to treat me as a gentleman and I must be invited,
not ordered.

Impossiblel ‘hat impudencel

The man ought to be thrashed.

Why this is most reasonable. 4 true poet must be treated
as a workman., Why shouldn't we treat him with proper
respect?

Well, to show that I am a just man I will give you a seat
in that corner, and request you to write a short poem of
four lines on the subject of '"Wine, Snow and Poetry'!. If
your poem proves to be good, I will give you a reward; if
your poem is bad, or you can't write at all-

e
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