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The Improvement of the African Trade farther De-
monftrated by Separate Traders, in Anfwer t0
Scurrilous Paper, called, The Falfities of Private
T'raders Difcovered. .

HE Computation of 25000 Negroes per Ann. carsied to the Plantati-
ons by Private Traders, was grounded on the Value of their Exports,
as well as the Number of Ships Employ’d in carrying them; for the
Time of Nine Years in an-Averidge, and not on the Six Years of

War, when the Spazi/h Trade was loft, which ook off Six or 7000 Negroes per
Ann. and appears well-grounded from Political Arethmetick, with juft Allowan-
ces, Confirmed by many Examples, of Ships Voyages, and Demon {ration {0 plain,
thar the Separate Traders need not retite to Sophiftry, Falfe Arguments, and
Falfe Quotations, as the ‘African Company have done, and appears by their Ac-
counts of the Private Traders Exports, given into the Right Honourable the Conncil
of Trade, as well as taken out of their own Books, and compared with their Printed
Account, fo full of Unjuft Refletions, Publifhed the 25th Inftant, they differ near
40000/ and conceal the vaft Exports of the Separate Traders in the Preceding -
Years of Peace, which ftand thus, viz.

Account of 10 per Cent. Duty receiv’d of ~ Acount of Six laft Years Exports, as

ate Tradwrs [0 Africa, beuween yuuwed In the Companies SCurti-
1699 and 1707. lous Paper.
.
Anno L Gy G A s. d.

1699 —— 5961 .7 11
In Peace,§17oo—— 11584 10 7
1701 ——= 11353 10 9

3703 —— ‘5363 & 3 —————— 37875 18 6
51703——- 4413 6 2 —m—————m— 24115 12 3

1708 =———1 39078 3 00 —==ie—=l 255527 7 TX

i War, 1705 —— 3568 19 O =———me—— 30651 7 6
1706 ——= 3127 7 10 =———w—— 32144 19 6
1707 —— 3789 4 4 ————— 31986 16 8

—

53158 17 10 203302 2 4

Whereof in Three Years of Peace 28899/ 8s. 3 4
inSix Years of War 24259/ 85 74

Now the 10 per Cent. Duty paid by Separate Traders being a Guide to know
the Value of their Exports, and deduéting a fmall Marter of that Duty, being
Five per Cenr. paid for Dying Wood Imported, and fome few Elephants Teeth,
brought from between Cape Blanco and Cape Mount, which may probably amount
to Two or 3000/ Value, or thereabouts, the Remainder appears to be 241000 4
Exported by Separate Traders in thofe Years, inftead of 2033021 2s. 44. falfly
alledged by the Company in their Printed Paper to be the true Sum Exporred for
Trade, ‘which is near 38000/ lefs than wasreally Exported for Purchafing Ne-
groes, and Building on a wrong Hypothefis every Part of the Inferences, muft be
falle in Courfe.

Bur there being 531588 / 17+ 104. Exported by Private Traders in Nine Years,
outof which Dedué¥ing Nine or 10000 /. Value for Dye Wood and Elephants Teeth,
€'c. broughe from between Cape Blanco, and Cape Mount; then there will remain
for Purchafing Negroes 5260007 Exported in Nine Years, which doubled on
the Coaft makes 5/ per Head for Puﬂaﬁng 210400 Negroes, and makes out
23383 Negroes per Ann. carried to thé¥lantations one Year with another in am
Averidge, {uppofing they had been all Bought on the Dear Partof the Coaft, where
they did not exceed the ufual Prices feveral Years of this Time, tﬂL\SiranoIbf
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Thomas was fent on Porpofe by the Company to Ruin the Private Traders, by
lowering the Prices of Goods, and giving more for Slaves than they, even when the
Company had no Ships to carry them away, and hath becn heard to fay *twas worth
the Companies while to lofe 100000 / to Ruin the Private Traders. Bur ’tis not
ueftioned but 2ths of the Negroes being Bought out of the Influence of Forts, and
coft the ufual Prizes, will more than make up for Mortality, being about Five
or Six per Cenr. among Private Ships inan Averidge, and more than Increafe the
Number too.

Farther it appears by the Companies own Books of the 10 per Gear. Duty,
that the Difference of the Prices of Goods Exported by the Private Traders and
Company, {worn to by the Exporters, is at lealt 30 per Cenr. cheaper than
the Company, thofe Buying generally for Ready Money, and the Company
Buying at long Time, for which they give Bonds always at a great Difcount,
but now at above 40 per Cent. fo that 5 /. of the Private Traders Buys as
much Goods as 7 Z of the Companies; as an Inftance, a Commodity called Comris,
which is the fame as Money at WWidda, and great Parc of each of the Ships Car-
goes which go there muft be compofed of thar Commodity, will coft the Com-

any 8 /. per Hund. Weight now, tho’ feveral Private Traders have by them Quantities
gought at Eoft-IndioSales at 4 L 10s5. to 54 per Hund. Weight with Difcount. The
like Cafe happens alfo on the Coaft of Africa, where the Company confine their
Trade to 160 Miles Extent, and the Separate Traders range the Coaft along and pick
up moft of. their Negroes at ufuallow Prices; fo that they Coft, one with ano-
ther, 30 per Cent. lefs than the Companies.

To prove this to be Matter of Fa&t, in Fuly 1706 a Privarte Ship Bound to the
Gold Coaft, where the great Noife is made of the Dearnefs of Negroes, Bought 305
Negroes, befides fome Elephants Teeth, and Gold. and deliverd into the Planta-
ons 300 of them, and her Cargo, as appears on Oath of the Exporters, did not
Coft above 1100 and odd Pounds. The fame Ship hath Purchafed her Cargo this
Year on the fame, or eafier Terms, and loft but Three per Cenz. by Mortality,
Provifions for Negroes included both Voyages ; and the fame Traders ufually find
the fame thing in their Courfe of Trade, for feveral Years, notwithftanding the
falfe Infinnations of vaft Sums paid for Erovitions, and an Allowance of 15 per
Cent. for Mortality of Negroes; which may be among the Companies Ships, which
Iye long on the Coaft Spending their Provilicus for wamt of Goods to Purchafe
their Loading.

From whence the Separate Traders have Reafon to believe they have proved
the Sum of 29300 per Ann. being the Sum aftirm'd in the Companies Paper to be
the whole of thefaid Traders Exports for Purchafing Negroes, is a defigoed, ill-
grounded Forgery, as appears by their own Accounts, and that the true Sum fent
out for Purchafing Negroes, after all Dedutions for Six Years of War, appears to
be 241000/, which i 40166 per Ann.

Then if 1100/ in Goods produces 305 Negroes, even at the deareft Places,
how many does 40166 5 the Anfwer is 11166 Negroes, dedu@ing Five per Cenr.
for Mortality, remains 10581 Negroes delivered into the Plantations. and is un-
der 31 155. per Head, firft Coft in Ezgland, fent to Purchafe them, {uppofing they
had been all Bougkt in the deareft Parc of Guinea; whereas there being bur oue
Third Part of them Bought there, Allowance muft be made for one Third Partof
the Coft thereof towards Purchafing a greater Number by Three or 4000 Negroes
at leaft.

Buc fuppofing there were puichafed by Scparate Traders, according to this
malicious Infinuation, but 4883 Negroes in this time of War, tis almoft twice
as many more per Anawm as the Company Imported in Peace and War both,
being in an Averidge, as they fay themfelves, but 1850 Negzroes per Annum, and
within 2co Negroes per Annum of as many as they carried in between 168 and
1688, when they were Exclufive.

And altho’ the Separate Traders fent out 229400 /. in Two Years of Peace
1700and 1701, and purchafed at lealt 60000 Negroes thofe Years, yet the Com-
pany carried in but ¥511 Negroes one Year, and 2045 the other of thofe Years;
and whereas ’tis affirmed 180000 /. #s required to purchafec 30000 Negroes a
Year, ’tis admitted, if under the Management of the Company, and cannot do
neither, and the Private Traders wonld quickly be in as bad 2 Condixion as the
Company, if they Bought their Goods in Ezgland, and Negroes onthe Coaft, no bet-
Eer than the Company, and managed their Trade in the fame manner as they

0. . . :

And as to the Infinuation of the Africarfompany in a. Joint Stock, beinga
National Conftitution, that they keep gré® Magazines of Goods in their Forts
for Trade ; that Svgars in the Plantations are Dear, by Means of Negroes being
Sold Dear, (which by the Way are but at from g 5. 10 16 s. per Hund. at Famaica,
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and have been thereabouts a leng time,) and occafions, that Commodity to be
brought from rhe Eaft Indies, we fay they being all of apiece with the falfz Quo- -
tation of the Separate Traders Exports beforementioned, ought to be anfwered
with Contempt, and have only to offer, whether if many Sellers come to Market
with Negroes at one time they may not be Sold Cheaper than by one Seller for
a Monopolizing Society. : .

As to the Confufions in Trade are meant by Separate Traders, the Defigns and
Malice of the Company, and their Faltors, that fire their Guns at the Natives,
who go off to Trade with them, hindring them from carrying Corn and other
Provifions for their Support by Bribes or open Force; and even fomie of them
have Committed Piracy and Fellony to on Private Ships, ascan be made appear ;
fo that rhe Forts have proved an Obftru€tion to the Trade, a Den of Robbers,
and a2 Commion Nuifance which were defigned by Parliament for its Pro-
teSion.

As to the Companies Infinuations, that Policy and Friendfhip cannot be main-
tained with the Natives without Forts, the Separate Traders cannot conceive how
their making continual Wars with them, Bribing one King to kill another, hindring
them fro Trading with Private Ships, and all this at the Expence of the 10
per Cenr. Duty, can be a Means of Cultivating a good Underftanding between
them. And as to the Suggeftion of the great Coft of Ammunition, Stores, €7¢. on
this Account, wedo notfind whentis wanted againft our Enemies, they have Shot to
fic their Guns, nor Carriages for them, or Men to defend them, or Provifions to
laft a Siege of Four Days; all which is confirmed by Gambo and Serra Leon ta-
ken by open Boats withont Oppofition, but Honefly being the beft Policy, had it
been pra&tis’d the Company needed nothavebeen in the fad Condition they now are.

As to the Proportion of Trade propofed by the Company for themfelves be-
tween Cape Blanco and Cape Formofz, therc are Two Head Lands in Africa of
that Name, the one to Windward of the Gold Coaft, the other near A7go/s 5 and ’tis
fuppofed they mean the latrer, which rtakes in all the Trade except Azgola, where
7 or 8 Ships may be loaden per Annum, with Negroes proper for the Spansards
only, and xoo Sail of Ships ulnally loaued per Anzurein Feace, in the other part
of Guinea cut out by the Company for themflves, may feek fome other Trade,
and our Woollen and other,Manufaét be kepr at Home; greateft Part of the
Plantations lie uncultivated ; the Cuftoms for Tobacco and other Goods Decreafe
in Proportion, and the Bencfic hereof would quickly appear in Exchange-4lley; the -
Companies Bonds would be reduced from 4o per Cenr. to but 20 per Cent. Difcount,
their Bad Debrs, and Thatcht Houfes, would be a Solid Foundation for more
Wifeakers to ingraft 4 or 5000 Shares on for the prefent Managers, to divide
one among another by Way of Bottomry, or {0 ; in fhort, the Stock now Sold
at 6 L. per Share would rife prodigioufly. ;

As to the Companies Exporting 70000 Z Value in Goods per Anawm, when
Exclufive, fome Years of Peace, it appears by the Exports in Peace, fince the
Trade was laid open. that what was wantingof that Value in the Exports of the
Company, the Private Traders more than Trebled; and the Private Traders Ex-
ports in an Averidge appear to be above 60000 L per Annum, befides the Com-
panies, one Year with another, in Peace and in War.

Bur fuppofing they did Export 70000 /. per Azn. when Exclufive, allowing out of
that Sum a proportion for {upporting Forts, Thatche Houfes, €7¢. according to their
Fi&titious Charge of 30000 /L per Annum given into the Council of Trade, then
there remains butabout 40000 X per Annum Exported for purchafing Negroes,
Elephant Teeth, and Gold, and is but one quarter of the Value of the Exports
to Africa after the Trade was laid open, in time of Peace, as appears by the Cu-
ftom-houfe Books.

The Condition and State of the Companies Forts, £'c,
The Inlargement isZ Queen Azne’s Point, One Man and no Guns.

only by a hzapof ) Fames’s Fort Anifban, ~——a Negro-Houfz.
Stones and Rub- faid to be Animabo,——.--— Tumbled down,

bifh confufedly\- Rebuilt Agga, ————— a Negro-Houfe.
gut together; ta-("  and En- Shido, —— aStore- houfe forGoods.
enby theFrench larged. Winaba, ~— of no Strength.

in open boats, Accra, ————.~- more Guns than Men.
Taken by theEreach an " Earth-wortk ferves

in open Boats, re-Z Widds, — . fora Store-houfe for

mains in Ruins, . o F Goods Three Miles
~ which was buta¥Serra Leon. from the Water.

Store Houfe 40

Yards Square, )"

A Thatcht Houfo Sherbro
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Dicky's Cove, i AL
d Succundee,
OfnoSteength— > once taken
by the Ne-
£roes.
Built with 10 per Cenr. Duty, Comenda.
Cann’t defend Ships
whichdrawmuch g Cabo-Cozfo Calftle,

Water
Wathed down eve-

ey Shore of Raing Forz-Royal.

and remains fo— i

By the above Defcription may be judged the Value of their Mighty‘i"ens, and
the Pretended Immenfe Sum with Intereft thereon, laid out in Ereéting and Re-

; pairing fuch Thatcht Houfes: Burt it muft be obferved they have been more than
m::"‘/; f,‘e”b: fully reimburfed any Charge they have been at on them, as well as the firf,
gun by ghe 4n- Coft, if ever any thing was paid by them, any more than by their Bankrupt Pre-
eeftars of Mv.deceflors, by having had that Trade Exclufive from the Year 1672 to 1698, in
JonnCrispwhe which time they put their own Prices on our Manufa&ures, proper for Africa
. | for 4t Home, and on the few Negroes they carried to fome of the Plantations a-
o B e A broad, Selling them at what Price they pleasld, to the great Prejudice of Greaz-
frican Company. Brirain and our Plantations.

& Noze, The Trade and Forts have been {o far fiom being preferved by any Ma-
ney advanced by the Company, msote than the 10 per Cent. Duty, that even all
the Money which they own to havereceived of the I\Few Subfcribers in 1698 Z being
§700and odd for 4758 Shares, at 12 L per Share, ingrafied on their Rotten Bottom
of bad Debts, which ftill remain, and now reckoned Part of their Quick Stock,
and the 13 /. per Share called in at feveral times from their Members, hath been
all again divided among themfelves, viz. 61130 / in Money, as they own, and
the remainder being 170000/ by Bottomry Bonds, given one another with 25 4

¢ Cenr. advance on them, payable un-arrival of € €I a onw of theie Ships.

And whereas they fuggeft, that 3388 /, 7s. 4 d. per Annum is the whole
Sum the 10 per Cene. Duty paid by Privite Traders hath amonnted to a2 Year
in an Averidge, which hath not anfwer'd the Carge of one Fort, ’tis fuch a
Falfity, that none but an African Company-Manbut would be athamed to publifh,
as appears by the Account of the 10 per Cenz. Duty, kept at the Africaz Houfe
and delivered into the Council of Trade by themfelves, which in Nine Years a-
monnts to 87465 L 9. 64. and is above 9500 L a Year, partof which Sum
paid by Private Traders they own to be 53731/ 9. 6d. and amounts to a-
bout 6000 . per Annum; which Bafe Suggeflion being a Specimen of their ufual
Prafices, may guide Gentlemen in judging of their Unjuft A&ions,

And it is humbly hoped our Legiflators will no longer Commit the Care of
thefe Forts, and 2 Trade fo nearly related to the Intereft of Great-Britain and
Plantations, to fuch who inftead of protefing it, have ufed all the Ill Ways they
could think of, to deftroy their Fellow Traders, and even the Trade itfelf; not-
withtanding the great Sums paid for its Support.
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