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Tbe Improvement of the African Trade farther De­
monftrated by Separate Traders, in Anfwer 10 tt. 
&urrilous Paper, cal/ed, The F alfitles of Pii~atc 
Traders Difcovered. 

T
HE Computation of 25000 Negroes per .Ann. carried to the Plantati· 
ons by Private Traders, was grounded on the Value of their Exports, 
as well as the Number of Sbips Employ'd in catrying tbem; for the 
Time of Nine Years in an-Averidge, and not on tbe Six Years of 

War, wben the Spani/b Trade was 10/1:, which took off Six or 7000 Negroes per 
J!Jm. and appears well· grounded from Political Aretbmetick, with ju/l: Allowan­
ces, Confirmed by many Examples, of Ships Voyages,. and Demonfiration fo plain, 
tbat the Separate Traders need not retire to Sophiflry, Falfe Arguments, and 
Falfe Quotations, as the .dfrican Company have done, and appears by their Ac­
muors of tbe Private Traders EXports, given into the Right Honourable the Council 
of Trade, as well as taken out of their own Books, and compared witb tbeir Printed 
Account, fo full ofUnjufi ReHeEHons, Publifhed tbe 25tb Inltani, tbey diffi:r near 
40CfXJ/. and conceal tbe vaa Expomoftbe Separate Traders in the Preceding 
Years of Peace, wbich fiand tbus, viz. 

Account of ro per ('wt. Duty receiv'd of 
Scpvr4t'C TrQd"e"r,) ro A!rl~a; tlt;tW~n 

Acount of Six laa Years Exports, as 
q='od In tne companleli :lCllfri­
lous Paper. 16'9 and 17'"7' 

Ann~ I. s. d. I. s. d. 

~ 1699 -- 5961 7 " --------------
In Peace, 1700-- 11584 I" 7 -------------

1701 --11353 10 9 ------------
'702 -- 53 6 3 8 ---- 37875 ,s 6 

~ 1]0 3 -- 44 13 6 2 ---44"5 12 3 
1704 -- 3997 3 Q ------ 265 27 7 11 In War, <7 05 __ 35 68 19 0 ------ 306 51 7 6 

(1706 - al2 7 7 10 ------ 321 44 19 6 
1]07 -- 3789 4 4 ------ ~1986 ,6 8 

53158 17 10 

Whereofin Three Years of Peace 288991. 8f. 3d. 
in Six Years of War 242591. 8 f. 7 d. 

Now the 10 per Cent. Duty paid by Separate Traders being a Guide to know 
the Value of their Exports, and dedufiing a fmall Matter of that Duty, being 
Five per Cent. paid fot Dying Wood Imported, and fome few Elephants Teeth, 
brought from between Cape Blanco and Cape MOllnt, wbich may probably amount 
to Two Of 3000 I. Value, or thereabouts, the Remainder appear.; 10 be 24'000 I. 
Exported by Separate Trader.; in thofe Years, inftead of 203302/. 2f. 4d. f.!lfly 
alledged by the Company in their Printed Paper to be the true Sum Exported for 
T",de, which is near 380001. lefs than was really Exported fur Purchaling .Ne­
groes, and BuiWing on a wrong Hypothefis every Pan of the Inf~rences, muft be 
talfe in Courfe. 

But tbere being 5, 1588 I. 171. lod. Exported by Private Traders in Nine Years, 
outor which DeduHing Nine or 10000 I. Value for Dye Wood and ElephantsTeetb, 
etc. brought from between Cape Blalfco, and Cape MOllnt, tben there will remain 
fur Purcbaling Negroes 526000/. Exported in Nine Years, which doubled on 
the Coaa makes 51. per Head fur Pu_ling 210400 Negroes, and makes out 
.~ 383,Nrgroes per Ann. carried to thMantations one Year with another in an 
Averidge, fuppofing tbey had been all Bougbt 00 tbe Dear Part of the Coaft, w4elc 
they did not ex<eed the u[Qa1 P,iw$ f;vern Years of thii Time, rill ~ir Dalby 

Tb~fJta' 



~ ] 
n~1f1JU was fent on Purpofe by tbe Company to Ruin tbe Private TradeiS, by 
lowering the Prices of Goods, and giving more for Slaves than they, even when the 
Company had no Ships to carry them away, and bath been heard to fay 'twas worth 
theCompanieswhile to lofe '100000 I. to Ruin the Private Traders. But ' tis not 
quellioned but fths of the Negroes being Bougbt out of the Influence of Forts, and 
cof!: the ufual Prizes, will more than make up for Mortality, being about Five 
or Six per Cent. among Private Sbips in an Averidge, a.nd more tban Increafe tbe 
Number too. 
, Farther it appears by the Companies own Books of the 10 per Cent. Duty, 
titat the Difference oftlie .Prices of Goods Exported by the Private Traders and 
Comp~y, fworn to by the Exporters, is at leall 30 pa Cent. cheaper tban 
the Company, thofe Buying generally for Ready Money, and the Company 
Buying at long Time, for wbich they give Bonds always at a &!eat Difcount, 
but now at above 40 per Cent. fo that } I. of the PrIvate Traders Buys as 
much Goods as 7/. oftheCompanies; as an Inllance, a Commodity called COfJ)ris 
which is the fame as Money at Widda, and great Part of ea,h of the Ships Car~ 
goes which go tbere mult be compofed of that Commodity, will colt the Com­
pany St. per Hund. Weight now, tho' feveral Priva te Traders have by them Quantities 
Bought at Eofi-btdiaSales at 41. lOS. to 5 I., per Hund. Weight with Difcounr. The 
like Cafe bappens alfo on the Coalt of AfrICa, where the Company confine their 
Trade to. r60 Miles Extenr, and theSeparateTr~ders range the Coalt along and pick 
up moll of their NegrON at ufuallow Prices; fo that they Coil, one with ana­
tber, 30 per Cent. lefs thaD the Companies. 

To prove this to be Matter of Faa, in July 1706 a Private Ship Bound to Ibe 
Gold Coafl, where the great Noife is made of tbe Dearnef, of Negroes, Bought 305 
Negroes, befides fome Elephants Teetb, and Gold. aDd deliver'd into tbe Planra­
ons 300 of them, and her Cargo, as appears on Oath of the Exporters, did Dot 
Coll abol'e r 100 and odd Pounds. The fame Ship hath Purchafed her Cargo rhis 
Year on the fame, or eafier Terms, and loft but Three per Cent. by Mortality, 
Provifians for Negroes included both Voyages; and tbe fame Traders ufually find 
the fame thing in tbeir Courfe of Trade, for feveral Years, notwithltanding rbe 
bite lntinua!1ons orvalt :5ums pata for rrovlllons, and an Allowance of 15 per 
Cent, for Mortality of Negroes; wbich may be among the Con;rpanies Ships, wbicb 
lye long on the Caalt Spending their Provilil.'ns fur wal!'! of Goods to Purchafe 
tbeir Loading. ' . 

From whence the Separate Traders have Reafon [0 believe they ha.e proved 
theSum Of29300per Ann. being the Sum atlirm'd in the Companies Paper to be 
the whole of the faid Traders Exports for Purcbafing Negron, is a defigned, ill­
grounded Forger.y, as appears by their OWn Accounts, and tbat tbe true Sum fent 
out for Purchafing Negroes, afier all Deduaions for Six Years of War, appears to 
he 241000 I. which is 40166 per Ann. 

Then if 11001. in,Goods produces 305 Negroes, even at the dearelt Places, 
how many does 40166; the Anfwer is I r 166 Negroes, ded uEl:ing Five per Cent. 
for Mortality, remains lOS8 J Negroes delivered into the Plantations, and is un- . 
der 3 I. 15 s. per Head, 6rll Coft in Eng/and, rent to Purcbate them, [u ppofing lhey 
had been all Bought in the deareft rarr of Guinea; wbereas there being but oue 
Third Parr of them Bought there, Allowance mult be made for one Third Part of 
the ,rAft thereof towards Purc.bafing a greater Number by Three or 4000 Negroc& 
at 1eaft. 

Bur fuppofing tbere were purchafed by Separate Traders, according to this 
maliciolls Infinuation, but 4883 Negro" in this time of War, 'tis almoll twice 
as many more per Annum as the Company Imported in Peace and War both, 
being in an Averidge, as they fay themfelves, but 1850 Negroes per Annum, and 
within 2eo Negroes per Annum of as many as they carried in between 1.80 and 
1688, when they were Exclufive. 

And altho' the Separate Traders fent out 229400 I. in Two Vears of Peace 
1700 and 1701, and purchafed at leaft 60000 Negroes thafe Years, yet the Com­
pany carlied in but 151 r Negroes one Year, and 2045 the other ofthofe Years; 
and wbereas ·tis affirmed 180000 I. rs required to purchafc: 30000 Nfgro" a 
Year, 'tis admitted, ifunder rhe Management of the Company, and cannot do ' 
neither, and the Private Tradels would quickly be in as bad a Condition as the 
Company, if they Bought their Goods in England, and Negroes on the Coaft, no bet­
ter than rhe Company, and managed their Trade in tbe fame manner as they 
d~ . 

And as to the Inlinuation of the A!ric01,.C,ompany in a Joint Stock, being a 
Nattonal ConftitutioD. that they keep gr!lt Magazines of Goods in their Forts 
for Trade; that Sugars in the Plantations are Dear, by Means of Negroes being 
Sold Dear, (which by the Way are hut at from 9 s. to 16 s. per Hund. at Jamaica, 

and 
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and have boen thereabouts.a l~g time,) and occafions that Commodity to lie 
brought from rhe Eoll IndIes, we fay they being all of apiece with the falreQuo~ . 
ration of the Separate Traders Exports beforemenHoried, ought to tie anfwered 
with Comempt, and have only to offer, whether ifmany Sellers come to Market 
with Negroes at one time Ihey may not be Sold Cheaper than by one S~lIer fot 
a Monopolizi ng Society. . . 

As to the Confufions in Trade are meant by Separate Traders, the Defigns and 
Malice of tho Company, amI their Faaors, tbat lire their Guns at the Natives, 
wbo go oft· to Trade with rhem, hindring them from carrying COlO and other 
Provifions for their Support by Bribes or open Force; and even fome of the.m 
have Commilt<d Piracy and Fellony ro on Private Ships, ascan be made appear; 
fo tha r the FortS have proved an Obftruaion 10 the Trade, a Den of Robbers, 
and a Cdmrilon Nuifance which were defigned by Parliament for its Pro· 
tcaion. 

As to tbe Companies Inlinuations, that Policy and Friendlhip cannot be main· 
tained with the Natives without FortS, Ihe Separate Traders cannot conceive how 
their making continual Wars with them, Bribing one King to kill another, hindring 
them from Trading' with Private Ships, and all this at the Expence of the"IO 
per Cent. Duty, can be a Means of Cultivating a good Underfianding between 
them. And as to the Suggefiion of the great Colt of Ammunition, Stores, f1e. on 
this Account, we do not find when 'tis wanted againft our Enemies, they have Shot to 
fit tbeir Guns, not Carriages for them, or Men to defend them, or Provifions to 
Iaft a Siege of Four D~ys; all which is confirmed by Gamba and Serra Leon tao 
ken by open Boats without Oppofition, but Honefly being the be(l Po/icy, had it 
been praCl:is'd the Company needed not have been in the fad Condition they qoware. 

As to the Proportion of Trade propoted by the Company for themfel.ves be: 
tween Cape Blanco and Cope Formofa, tbere are Two Head Lands in J1frie~ of 
(barName. the onelO Windward oitheGold Coafi, the other near.llngo/a; and 'tis 
fuppoled they mean the latter, which rakes in all the Trade except .lingo/a, where 
7 or S Ships may be loaden PC! Annum, with Negro.!£]tOJler fqr the Span;"",J; 
only •• nd ,GO !;.;t ~r :'II11pS ulual1y loaae<] p,r .l1nnum 10 reace, IOthe other part 
of Guinea cut out by the Company f~themfell'es, may feek fome other Trade, 
and our Woollen and otber.Manufaa~ be kept at Home ; greateft Part of the 
Plantations lie uncultivated; the Cufioms for Tobacco and otber Goods Deereafe 
in Proportion, and the Ben.fit hereof would quickly appear in Exebang,.1illey ; the · 
Companies Bonds would be reduced from 40 per Cenl. to but.2o per Cent. Difcount, 
tbeir Bad Debts, and Thatcht Houfes, VIIould be a Solid Foundation for more 
Wife.RefS to ingraft + or 5000 Shares On for the prefent Managers, to divide 
one among anothet by Way of Bottomry, or fo ; in ihprt, the Stock now Sold 
at 6 I. fa Share would rire prodigioufly. 

As lO the Companies Exporting 700001. Value in Goods per Annum, when 
t.xc\ulive, lome Years ofP"ace, it appears by the Exporis in Peace, fince the 
Trade was laid open. that what was wanring'of that Value in the Exports of the 
Company, the Private Traders mote than Trebled; and the Privare Trasers Ex. 
pons in an Averid&e appear to )1e ahove 600C?0 1. per iJ.nnum, belides the Com· 
panies, one Year with another, In ;Peace and In War. 

But fuppofing they did Export 70000 I. per An". when Exclulive, allowing out of 
that Sum a proportion for fupporting Folts, Thatcht Houf<s, f1e. according to their 
Fiaitious Cbarge of 30000 I. per iJ.nnum given into the Council of Trade then 
there remains but about 40000 I. per iJ."num Exported for purcbafing N~groeJ, 
Elephant Teeth, and Gold, and is but one quarter of rhe Value of the Exports 
to Africa after tbe Trade was laid open, in time of Peace, as appears by rbe Cli. 
fiom·houfe Books. 

The Condition and State of the Companies Fons,f1e. 
The lnlargemenr iS~ Queen Anne's Point, One Man and no Guns. 

only by a heap of Jam,,'s Fort Jinijhon, ---- a Negro·Houfe. 
Stones and Rub· faid to be .Ilnimabo,--.• '- Tumbled !lown. 
bi(b confufcdly Rebuilt Agga, ----,--- a Negro-Houfe. 
puttogether; ra.~ and En· Shido, ---- a Store· houfe forGoods . 
ken by theF reneh larged. Winoba, ---- of no Strength. 
in open boats, .deera, ---- -" more Guns than Men. 

Taken by thefreReb~ {an Earth·work ferves 
in ~pen .Boats) 'e· Widda ~_ for a Store-houfe fot 
rna lOS 10 RUins, 'Goods Three Miles 
which was but a~. S,rra LeM. from the Water. 
Store Houfe +0 
Yards Square, • 

A Thatcht HoufQ Shtr6t. !. 
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DiCky'SG;Ve, 

Succul1dee, 
OfllO'Srrength - once taken 

by theNe. 
groes. 

Built with 10 per Cel1t. Duty, Comenda. 
Cann't dofend ShiPS~ 

whic~draw much Cabo·Corfo CaJl:Ie. 
Water---' --

Waihe!1 down eve-~ . 
ry Shore of Rain Fort-Royal. 
and remains fo- ... 

.. 

By the above De1cription may be judged the Value of their Mighty Filts, and 
the Pretended Immenfe Sum with lorerell: thereon, laid out in Ereaing and Re­
pairing fuch Thatcht Houfes : But it mull: be obferved they have been more than 

7blj'S"'t fully I'eimburfed any Charge tbey have been at on them, as well as the 6rll: , 
::'~",~: ;,.: Co£l, if ever any thing was paid by tbem, any more than by their Bankrupt Pre. 
'!{/4,s ,j Mr. decell'ors', by baving bad that Trade Exclufive from the Year 1672 to 1698, in 
JohilCrilp .. 1» which'time they put their owo Prices 00 our Manufaaures, proper for ilfric4 
-"'":;; Pic~ at Home, and 00 the few Negroes they carried to fome of the Plantations a­
:Z,. by ~, ~_ broad, SelliQg tbem at what Price they pleas'd, to the great Prejudice of Great­
mca.C,"'P""" Bril4in and our Plantations. 

6- Note, The Trade and Forts have been fo far nom being preferved by any Mo· 
neyadvanced by the Company, 1Il0re than the 10 per Cent : Duty, that even all 
the Money which tbey own to have received of the New Subfcribers in 1698 I. being 
~lOO and odd for 47S8 Sbares, at 12 L ptrShare, ingrafted on their Rotten Bottom 
0, bad Oebts, wbicb Rill remain, and now reckon"d Parr of (heir Quick Stock, 
and the 13 I. per Share called in at feveral times from their Members, bath been 
aU again divided among themfelves, viz. 61130 I. in Money, as they own, and 
tbe (emainder being 170000/. by Bottomry Bonds, given one another with 25 I. 
'per C~nr-. ~dYQn~'W""'On-th~, pClrab1w-oo"'Gnivcll 'Of e~er iii on ... of d:l4U Ship;. 

And whereas they fuggell:, that 3388 ~ 7 s. 4 d. per ilnnu11I is the wHoTe 
Sum the 10 per Ctl1t. Duty paid by Pri~ Traders hath amonnted to a Year 
in an Averidge, wbicb hatb not anfwer d the Carge of one Fort, 'tis fuch a 
Falfity, that none but an ilfrican Company. Man but would be alhamed to publilh, 
as appeals by the Account oftbe 10 per Cent. Duty, kept at tbe ilfrican Haufe 
and delivered into the Council of Trade by themfelve5, which in Nine Yeats a~ 
mounts to 87+65/. 9!' 6d. and is above 9500 I. a Year, part of whicb Sum 
paid by Private Tladers they own to he 5313 1 I. 9 s. 6 d. and amounts to a· 
bout 6000 I. per ilnnum; which Bafe Suggefiion being a Specimen of their ufual 
Praaices, may guide Gentlemen in judging of tbeir Unjull: Aaions. 

And it is humbly hoped our Legiflators will no longer Commit the Care of 
thefe FortS, and a Trade fa nearly related to tbe Intereft of Great·Britain and 
Plantations, to fuch who inllead of ptoteaing it, have ufed allihe III Ways they 
could think of, to dellroy their Fellow Traders, and even the Trade itfelf, not· 
wltbll:anding the great Sums paid for its Support. 
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