
TEE TRAIliING OF THE CHILD 

JACOBU 
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I N T ROD U C T ION 

The following page~ contain the results 

of my research on Child Training in my own village, 

JACOBU. It is a rpsearch I have enjoJed and found 

most useful, as it: brought ITe into closer touch 
wi th many of my -own people and enabled me to lmow 

and understand and interpret many things about my 

OWl, people of which I was hitherto ignorant. And 
now I feel sure that 'the results of this research 

will enable me to give better and more useful ser­

vice to my people. 

I am indebted to my grandparents and re­

latives living in ,Tacobu who were too willing to 

offer such help as I had asked for and had let me 

so freel;v into some of the most secret aspects of 

our culture. I am most grateful to my father, r'r 

F.E. Kwofie, who kindly gave me detailed infor;r,a­

tion 1'e arding my subject, when my relatives and 

kinsmen found it difficult to give me. 

To my Tutor, ~r J.G. Oddoye, I have the 

honour to tender my s"ncere thaJ;lks for his valu­

aule criticisLes ~nd for devot'ng much of his time 

r correct:ing the 2lanuscript. Lastly, J hEve todo 
then.c '-r Taylor Wl-'C gave me the opportuni t;r toLtThlis 

usei'ul \ ork. I would Have enjoyod no other pipce 

of work better then tl1is on Child Training. 

Beatrice jTwofie. 



J A COB U. 

Jacobu is one of '1:'1P sllbordinatp vi lIeges 

in the Belewai Di str; ct, Ashanti. Bekwai is twenty­

six mill's from vb<J!las4. on the V1JJl1asi-Sekondi/Takoradi 

ra i lroad, and <Tacobu is twelve niles from Bekwai and 

five mil es from Akrokpri, enothpr town on the salne 

railroad. It is situated on a hill to the north-west 

of Bekwai, and it covprs an area of about threp­

quarters of a sq'lare mile with a population.of about 

two thollsaJ'd inhabitants. 

T-TISTORL Thp vi11a~p is sai d to heve bpEln f01.mded 

b:' onp Nana Adu "T)aai<o, a hurtp"!", who CFme from Pekwai 

son e h:m~reds of "pars age. ~Tana Adu, aftpr f01md i ng 

a vi llao-p cplled Brpkobi (thrpe mill's from ,Tacobu), 

dpcided to Q'li t the rlace and find an isolEted pl'ac e 

to spt"le ...,it1.~ 'lis f,,-ily. He hap-"pI'pd to comp 

aC'ross a strea~ called ,TaC'obu, end here he pi tchpd 

his camp an" of ttl ed witt. hi s f ami ly in the hut which 

he built on tt, e elope of a hi 11 npar tho stre8J". The 

rem, ins of Nc'na Daako ' s hu~11re still to be found at 

,Tacobu. 

Traders from Bek.pi passed to end fro by 

Nana Adu ' s hut to Akrokeri 5rd j t became the resting 
p lace for the tredprs. It is SFid tt,at trprp wprp 

a nw ber of stprilp ~'ompn among thp tr8l1Prs and as 

thpy e8ch drenK fro) the strea"l ,Tacobu they became 

pregnant. This incident atirecte<' -!l8I'V 8 sterile 

womar to dwell npar the strea!! in oro pr to drinlt from 

itlil w8ters. 

The inc01 prs built huts neer ~anB Daako's. 

I'"orp ar.d mor people were attracted to thp sp all \I,"":' 

(I) See IT &P on page ! 
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as thE' rpsul t of the wondE'rs th I' ri VFr worked 8nd p"ra­

dually t; e village grew and pxtendec 'nd was - amf'd 

after the wond er- wo-rking river. "'he exprpssi on " ,Tacobu 

ye baatan" (river ,Tacobu is a kind mothE'r) is often 

used to tl,IPS day by tile inhabi tents to express thE'i r 

appreciation and the great dpbt they owe to the river . 

"Fofie " (every first Friday after 40 days) 

was tlle forbiddE'n day to <'0 near the river, and a bun­

dle of firewood WES not to be carried into a hut. These 

tabQos end a good meny others w"re brokpn by the ppople, 

>md 88 thp r'sult of t",s regli[pncp tll" river ,Tacobu 

C8ns"d al' t~,e T' eorl" of tllE' ville!'"p to sllf~pr from 

diarrhoea erd COllgh. 'T'he dtspap~p preva n I'd nntil sacri ­

fices ~prp offpred to t~p riv"r to SPArp thpir lives, 

8nd 81l thp noo,!=le \' pr~ TPOll P P.tpd to S~:E'8r nevpr to 

brest a sir,gl p tAboe, hut to obsr-rvp 10'1 taboos connectpd 

Then Iptcr anot' or "od cr11 cd 1'eno( 1 ) wes 

dj scovl?red on thp vil18.p'e " p'"'\~aduett( trpe) and a shr"inp 

w"s ~rilt for it. I visitod thf' shrine n"Er tbp market­

olac", "',.. 0 feV sh 12 riost tnld p that at !'rpspnt thrE'P 

",ods prE' rpsro:-siblp for tl.e welfr,r p of t,l1e village, -

.T~ cobu, T3no, c I1tl Dph;"ir p , t--c l' st Qojrt" the :V01.m~r:'st 

Lnd t: p 1 p. ......ow rf'l of tr.:::> thrpe. rr~pre if: f Iso thp 
I 

v';ll[~p. "[c-iLe:"TI::>t1, P 5V 1 S:"'1 rletfC'r' or v.'hich e 8.cr-ifices 

ere offpred to the vede !'10~ld ·~v of t~e vi l lagE' ~eboos 

bp broken. 

"'lop or' j Y'~81 Tller \\" fl for the re '; IV'8v to pa'1-s 

thro'J@,l1 ,Tecobu, 'out tll" j deB I'['S fir?lly el; <,cardea , l'nd 

the r8ilroC'd~'6or,structrd thro1)gl1 Akro,;"prj 'becausE' of its 

(1)1S(>2 lap on pfge ~ 
'f'tn~o" ~,.,,\ ... t: 
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goldmines. Ho~ever there is a possibility of Jacobu 

extf''1ding to meet the railro-ad bf'causeit is only two 

Eld "I half :niles from it. 

EDUCATlm' AI D R"'LIG-ION. Though ;nost of the people 

of Jacobu are paFans tr:"re are however two Christian 
(1) 

Churches, namely th~ Getholic and l'ethodist. '!'lle two 

sc:,ools in Jacobu are I"ission Schools. The t:ethodi st 

Scbool f-oes up to Widdle Form I but h8S only one c"r­

tificEted teecher and a out two hundred pupils on 

roll. The Catholic School which goes up to Primary 

Class VI hes anout one hundred and fifty pupils and 

not a siDgle certificated teacher. There Ere about 

fifty~irls in both schools. ~iddle School education 

is gnnerally continued elsev:here, at Bekwai,Yumasi, 

Akrckeri, or Obuasi. A good number of the boys from 

Jacobu have finished their education at the elemen­

tarv 1 evel, but there are only two gi rls who have 

c0rn r leted their education at thts level. SOITlE' of the 

boys erE' ~crking at Jacobu as pupil teechE'rs and pos­

tAl a ents. :'ost of them howevE'r arE' v:or -ing in the 

neighbouri (J" to;- ns and villages. 'fwo boys are ir.- a 

Teac:. r Trainin{J" ColI eRe, one gi rl is a police woman, 

and erothE'r firl is a pupil teacher at <Iacobu. I"ost 

of the girl:?, erE' unable to co;r.pletE' t .ei r eler.':pntary 

sc,ool ed lcation ]''''i_nly because of early pree:npncy. 

This is Olle of the serious probleLs that the village 

is f cing, but no steps arnear to h8ve beEn taken yet 

to solve it. 

uCCI.l1'ATION. The inhabitants are mostly f6c",:ers and 

t' "~' bring foodst ""fs to tbp ar"et Ol'ce a week on 

Tuesdays to be sold. These foodstuffs eTE' plert:tful 

( 1 ) Se" ~lap on pap'e I-



6 

is and very cheap, but rr,eatL scarce and therefore expensive . 

TLpre arp also p- etty trader"" golds!'liths,tailors,car­

peLters, maisor.s, drivprs, el'd wornel' bFkers 4n tbe vil­

lage. 

PJWGHESS The Bekv,ai Local COlmcil Of" ice was establish­

ed at ,Tacobu on 16th I,',y, 1952. Thpre are eighteen mem­

bers, twplve of whom are elect~d Dnd s'x norninatpd tra­

di tional embers from t:"" tlekwai Trad'tional Authori ty. 

Af: ,Tacobu i 8 "the heaoouartprs of the Council, a npw and," 
'\ 1) attractive council tial. JS bp;nf put up on a site, which 

is Lbout a quarter of a II;ile from t!1e ~arkpt-place. 

A zid~ife ~as bean stationed at Jaccbu and she 

is Hsins: fl ten,porary build'r for a clinic. But there is 

tLe 1.ope of a proper cl~nic bpirLg blilt in the npar 

future. 'l'Le state has, bl'si des, made, prcv~ "ior.. for the 

building of a }lati ve Court, a Police titation, and streE't 

drains!"p system durir,g th~ letter part of this year. 

",here was a di spute bptwppr the ppoplp of 

Jecobu Bnd Bpk~8i in 1951 in c"nnection with the destool­

,ert of ex-Bekv.2ihene, t,;ya-r,fi by nacoE'. A battle between 

~lP police end the pponle of Jacobu rPEultpd fro- the 

controversY, 'nd t!:e police c'18sed t, p iL'1abi tents out 

of tlie vi 11.aFP leeving so':'"".r-o "nnn in thp TI0i,P'hbourhood 

wno fou,,-ht trIP pollce' .'1,crt rr1.UI". J.ne vLuage was dpsertpd 

Ul,'VI t.l" r'ngleeders of ,Tacobu had bp"n tried six 

rnonthe lcter. 

The r.,ell CElliP baCK to f' nd bro cen housf's with 

their propert~ looted. As & result of this loss, the 

Eoverrl"l"nt has plcr:l 00 to Pl'PCt prefLbriC6ted housps 

for tHe homelesc ci "tizpns. A s] te( 2) opposite the main 
Bekv,[ i-AKrOK:"ri ro; d of ,Tacobu is undpr survey for tbi s 

(l) <.nd (2) See map on PSI' e t ' 
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purpose, ~nd cc(ording to information received there 

is the likelihood that thp bllilcli ngs will bp started 

leter tid s year. As tl p si te is nearpr th" Bekwai­

Akrokeri road, which is two an- helf miles away, 

there is t~e possibility that TIacobu village wlll be 

extended towards it in the futurp. 
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THE AKM SYSTETh. OF I NHERI TAllCE 

I t is the bplief of the Ashantis that there are 
.'" tv.o great elpllleT'ts in every mclD Av.'oman. The first plement 

i s "Bogya " or blood for w',ich the general term is the 

"Abusua " or clan, . ~he second one is "IIT ixQ1:o""which may 

be translatpd by spirit. The "abusua" or blood is pass­

ed on by and through the fpmale and cannot be trans-

mi tted by the male. In an exactly similar manner, the 

"ntoro " is trapsmitted by and through the male and can­

not De transmitted by tLe $emal e. 

The Ashantis f urther believe that it i s the male­

transmitted "ntoro " , mingling with the blood of the 
femal e, v,11i eL, accounts for tl,e physiolori c21 mysteri es of 

corceution. The "ntoro" is uspd at tillies syhonymously 

wi th " sunsum " . "Sunsum "is tprmed thp spiritual element 

in a mar or v\Offian upon v.hich depend t!ieit force, per-

sor 81 m2.gnptism .. eh, racter, personeli ty, power, soul: 

UpOIil which depen" health, wealth, worldly powpr, SllC­

cess in apy ventnre, in fRct every thin!'" that r.1aKPS 

lit' ~worth Hving. 

The law decrees tt at f union \"'j th thp moth"r ' s 

sister ' s da'whtpr or the fathpr ' s brot'",pr's dauEht"r 

is incest. In tHe forr>er caee S lch 8 'U ion would "nta;l 

the breainl'" of the law that tv'c> p"rsc> s of 1 i"." hloon, 

i.p. clan, must never wed. In thp let'''r pX81'1ple sllch 

a union "0111d infrin~e tIlP rule that like ntoro must 

lot ate. 

Tr,esp focts ex')la i r er y of t.,e taboos or rps­

tri cti ve .Pt s'J.r"s i npospd i .rtr'" tilP neri od of gpsta­

tion dd sO! e f thp rites prEctispd 8t thp naming of 

all infant. A c[,ild observes his father's "ptoro" taboos 
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and not his methor ' s . As soon be a women is married 
SllE' generall"' observes hpr 1 usbend ' s perti c 11 ~r 

ntcro taboos. Sometit. (:8, hOWP,,\rer, t l,oSP observe cps 

do Hot begir ll!tjl,sbe is preprant. 

Havin€, nov' u)~,pretood ho\\' t _0 A -. r ... S st~r of 

Inhpri t- t C ~ v or1.::s, \"d? nay exar.d n p the tra-i ni ncr of 

thp chil i ' starting wib 

cllildrfm. 

:Ie know t:1~t ace rd'l/' to + 11' Ak81 S" "tp nf In­
hel'itt.r.cQ, in trp clan or "abUsi.la" (\~'hich is S' on r_ 

l.S wi tr blood 0r "b [Y8") A W('Pfl j 8r 810np car trnT"ls'1i t 

blood to neccend[nts, rnalp or f" ~l p. Tj!1(jpr 1'0 con­

ceivablp. circ:...l.Y StC1. 'ps v,ldstso~"\;PT can 8 'nalp tr?, Flmit 
h; s blood .'.ioh h rjprived -f'roT1 hj S ot11"r. 'Php mal p 

"'9prp t 1r'·ps .ite to lis C'1l1d '(.'n [-... is "T}tr,ro·t v' -;ch is 

-'::: Spi r; t anI ,uut P URn r plrl"lT' trans ~i t }'; f'; blnod 
to 1 is 

blo (I, 

sto Ie 

",' F '1 r 

is lI~b'lF'Ua lt , cl ~ 1 or 

it -; l:::- a "... Ou o 'Vf'~ birth tf) :: l'En , ~Iid 

ccn r' srnit ttl" blc (! +0" lcin~. Tf all tho 

\"0 ~r ~r 11 8 l __ 8'1 d": r>, t' pi r 01' r h-C0~PS pxtinct. 

ar~ '10 otf-
spr;"r fro t'p \',n ~n foJk. In,Taccbll ro V''Olan o;tends 

slon", for bp . ; nd "1· ~ " rr n st"l d 8 1111i tr.(j fami l y bOllnd 

by tL "tip. of blood, \\'h:ich j-c:,p now~r. 

'Pr ~ "'"'nrp c}-li l~r"""Tl 2' r"ot "-"Y' h~s thp !TIorp pO'.'pri'u.l 

the "abusuc 11 beco:'!lI?S. In t'· is T'eFTPct it .:; 2 r,}pn in pi=lr-
ti cular , .. 
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th" "abusua". Having plenty of childrf'n affords the 

motber bnd otLer 'f'mbers of the femily protecti on and 

st, t~s that are more taan an adequate safe-guard aVBinst 

tL i ll-tr o~ t: ent by male or a .proup of 'Gales fro'" out­

side. T e nositio~ of a woman in ~acobu is onf' of grf'at 

importance. 

Thi s eXI'l ains- the reason vhy par<>uts of large 

fru 11ips Bnd mo~ pre of twins or triplets arp held in 

es ecjal pstee. in ~acobu. On the contrary cbildless 
r.:tarried co 'ples are s"bject to derision; thp man is 

called b"ll t' e V'Algar "wax peni s" (Kote kraWa), and the 

woman "bonini", i.e. barren woman. 

sterility, apart from'impotence, may be attrib"ted 
to ~isbehaviour during and after puberty, Bnd the evil 

influence of witches. 

A sterile husbcTd is not half as much slJbjPcted 

to ridicule as a sterile wom~n. The important role of 

a ' an in a far .• ily and society at lar!,e is to earn money 

Rnd to be able to look after: r,d protect the family. 

So once the man is sufficiently well off pnd ~lays his 

part he is alright End is f's'tepmed in the "abusua". Cn 

thf' othf'r hpnd if he bears pl enty of cl'ildren and has 

no :!leans of 1 jvel ihood but has to de'''',.,Ci on ot'1.FT 'llf'm­

be>rs of ti,e fF' ily, r,e is rep-8rd p d 8S "ok"'ssea", i.e. 

a fool, bnd is sub~ect to mock"rv in thf' frmily. His 

nhili1"" STe of no valup to lis "abusua": t,"", bnlonp 

to t f' wife ' S "abusu8". 

On t e contrary tLe nl' Cf' of the> WOID8r in the 

"~bus~~ as it hAS alre-rjv been st8ted, is important. 

Her d't'i is to b('''r 8S .anv cl:ild'" n as r ossible. A 

wo E in ,T cobu \\0' 1" r' tllPr pref~r tn be noor -nd 

dildrf'n. S;,e nrpff'rs children to "('11th. 'Phe brother 

is there to look after tLe cldldr"n 8nd eo it does not 

retllv matter if sh~ is p-oor. 
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A stpril o wa""sn tr,profarr is la, t.:ncl,unan 8E P 

Eacc-far- natL' ng CrF'2tnre. She fe"l s vrT" 'r1-}ar'D~' ; n 

tl1 fl"lily 8J1d in the cal" 'Ani ty <. t I erg'e. Abl1 q Pf" ~',d 

criticisms arp aftpl, levell"d upan Dor, if sl-n DenrF'ns 

to p'ck UP e quarrpl with hpr rp;7'lt ,r. S\'P 's c"lled-a 

wi tcll aT d she is supnased ta l1ave patpr t:1F' b" ips ; n 

her wa_b. little ch'l~ren disrpsrpct hpr pnd tpll hpr 

in tl r- f~ C(:I tL.at sl';.p l fiB n~vpr -op,C'ott P r1 chilrlr I"' Clnd 

eo 811('> 188 )"10 ri'"<lt to cri ti ci ee or carr-pet rr pyr·n to 

She if' 'Ylp,....l pete-d. 'n.j::lot\ p' ('> di JOS ~pr bnri ~ 1 -; E' - ("\'"'7' rp_ 

cause t' (:II'P er'" r cl'; lnrpr to l' O'lrn or v'P"P -fnr ~ Pl"'. 

Thpr@ if' nftp)'1 8- d-ipTlute j)"l the " atnlf"le " Sf' t \""10 

8honld i' p "i t hF'r v.pol t' . As e re£ 11 t of Pll.cl tr p ,- t­

. ert 8 ztprilp \'OI~""'Y' ipnds to P.'ro\"' bjttt:=>r 2rd .01 vi ""UF 

kind' nd 11" s'u"''1pat~ptjc tovards hpr p:; .... tprp ' rlT'lc1r()n. 

Stpriljtv is 'ood c-rollyd ff"lr divorce. Jf t' Pl"'e is 

r·o nf'fST:"!'"':nry e fe\' -e~ ($ a tpr r:laTric1fTP, t' p "Plopr ("If . 

tbe II 

n n in rarl"i8P'e. Tr_js nrecticp cortiJ"l11Pe' ~lrti l tlp Y'O-

wan ! Y'.,i PE= so' r:Jor p vi th Wh0ID :=;.:1'>:> Cc n bpr:r chi ldr p l'1. 

CorsPQ r.'rtl: r f hllE b;.~nd bpcr es 2nx1cus 8!'0 2PJ.:P 1hp 

v:; fe to co elll t a ~ll'jU "!l""P ..: f .~o:nF- ¥"OIlt'1.B ?ftn-r tbp 

J8r]''';3~~ t~prp a'~ ro p"'£ns of pr~·rrr cY. if thp jl1jU 

c:r:, . S ' ':) gClr pr211 v droe, a+tr-lbu+""s the cansp of the 

Y~'ifo ' s si.er;lity to e . itc!-l, EEcr"'f'icCl~ err. offprpd to 

pacif~' t' p wj tc~_, Wh0 is Sllr- ..... oSPd to ' 81.'0 1 0c1{pd thp 

"ii''' ' s \',a1 b, 'Ld sLe j" pntrpet"d bV the juju man ta 

opprl thp v.omb for thp vifp. 

Or t P o· :_PT :~f'nd, thp 'Jan Tray marry a SE'cofld wife 

ta praV0 t.et he is nat impat"nt . Shauld lie secar~ 

wife bp8r c ildprn, U.e first ~1fp must be preuared far 
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ridicule and ['buse a y time she picks up a quarrel 

with her "koran (co-wife). Owing to such treat",ent a 

chi Idlpss "OIllan is even willing to give up all her 

wealth to seek for a single ch~ld. 

In some "abusua n a childless WO:D2n may be given 

one or two children by her sister to stay with her'and 

she must treat t»e children as her own. If she treets 

the crildrpn as she ought to do, they renain with her 

for the rest of their life and the sister will not 

claim her children. This is prFctised to console the 

childless wom'n who is helpful end kind in 8n " abusna". 

1"131:y ,Tscobu pi rls ts>:e cere not to misbehave 

during pubert:r as it may cause sterility. It is believed 

that if a pirl , stays 10TIP after the first menstruation 

before she marri es, she may find it extremely diffi cuI t 

to tear a , c ild and if unlucky she may become sterile. 

That i~ the reason why Jacobu girls marry at an early 

e.ge - between thirteen 2nd eighteen yesrs. However, 

many girls are of t',e opini on that due to economi c rea­

SOl sit is better tr have a few children, sbout four 

to six only, in order to he able to 1001-: sfter them 

\\ell enough srd fit them for rodern conditions.Fathers 

are not parti~Jlarly 'nx'o~s about the trliring of 

thDir childreE. And since not III mothers have brothers 

to 100" after tliei r children, severel mothers hAve to 

wor hard 'il o.,.,der to 'i ve their chi 1 drel t]:J" n ecesssrv 

educati on. ost r:Ot:JTS are arxi 0 'S to send all thei.r 

childrel' to scllool, but owinp' tc the hi;rh cost of living, 

som ,'pf the cilildren only, especially the be"s, are sent 

to school e Ld t~,e rest, parti culary t:le girl s, are left 

to be illiterates. 

j ost of tice "i r1 s \';.0 sa" tLat the,' went tc limit 

the .ize of their fa <lies no not know j'st hop it 

cOl'ld be or e. A fev are bold er.ough to say t'~at the 
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only po, Si bl" ""'ar.s i, s to r~s Ctt to a borti on . The ill eans 

err.ployed Y,oulrl te tLe dr'D,{'np' of "d'C'DP in t' e fcrrm of 

concoctior of t:,e leaves of a nlart call I'd "Abanibare " 

mixed v.it[. spIt, or the t, ,'Dj ot strorp" ~oses ef rr.'x­

t',re of 1';:psom 321 ts ar:,j 1 a mdr" bl UP. mh" pr~ ct ice j s 

str0nply disBP~rov"d of by fociety and the t~o ~"thods 

apr ear not to be co~ only used. AS a rule t~"re is no 

mearR of li~iting the size of the fB~ily. 

Childrp:r. ust reFlb':n in thei r "8busUB" and must 

not leLve to join so~ebody els"s "abusua " . A s'ster 

may s"nd so:"e of her chi ld!'Pl'l to stlY ,-:i, th her childl ess 

s~ster but !_ot to scmeore outsidp her l'abueuE". But 

nowadays 01" r II: to the ir troduction of tOTI1al education 

some scJ.~oo.i UOyts c1!u f!l..l' .l..S Cire perrritted to leave the 

-abueua u ?ld st8~.r 1,~:i t!~l tLeir rarpnts ' friend in 8nother 

tov.n or village i1" orrier to attend oc'.onl. But eVen 

then til" parents are sti 11 resp.r f'i bl p fer thei r child­

ren. TLe guardians arp not obI if'p~ to huy clot1l'rlf'. for 

them 11' J e8~' they~choose to do roo In the r",al sensp, 

tLprefore, t~ere is no adoption in ~Rcobu society. 

Ill,,!,,1 ti;u8te cilildren ann 0rphbns: 

The Tar' ~nt end f:;.CCQrtcd)('1? of "Aspda ll is Ell tha.t 

i" r cessar:, to (;Gnsti t lte b strictI" lpgt 1 rlcrriap<" in 

Ja~ )bu. ~L "a8pia .... ,i.e" ti E- tl, nk-ofi'er;rg or th~ 
ur.de prlc·, lS ,Bld by t~e f~~ er of the rlbn to the 
fat.l ]" of tuP girl. Tr .... ~'ther of .1e fir'l ives 8 

~"rt of' ti." money to ttl" "abcl8ue" of the bride, i1"clud­
lng hpr .mcle, VoLo tBKPS half cf trp alflount g i ven. The 
rest is t _pn SL.8TPd e .cn{ t lP ,:le£) of thp "abusna ll . The 
" sseda " may Lever be paid directly to tLe bride ' s mother; 

it must alw8, s be given t , hpr father who in turn gives 

& portioli 0f it to tllP "abusuafo". 

The non-pe'::Tcnt or l'Gn- accepterce however of 81" 
II asedCi II w~.ile r nd erir:.e a un; on i 

t n a 8ensp, irrpgular, 
d Jp.s Hot pcesseril" Sf''''m to b r d 

" ' , ron f cO"1'le who live to-
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gether openly as a man and wife with the same stigma which 

ir western civilised countrjes would attach to a couple 

living together out of wedlock. The C8use of this is twofold. 

First, considerations of i)Jl ,oral~ ty sirriply do not enter 

into the question any more than theJ are in the cases, which 

we tprm "adultery". §~{)onClly, owing to the incident that 

clan descent is traced through the felf,ale children of such 

a woman, upon whom the western culture confers no legal 

atatus, are in Ashanti not penalised or deemed illegitimate. 

The question, thprefore, of illegitimate children does not 

arise in Jacobu at all. All children are rpcognised 8S le­

gi ti oate. 

!lMper,a Awadie". This tyre of marriage means the mating of 

lovers, and it constitutes T:10re or less a recognised form 

of union. Suc a marriage consists of thp open end perma­

l'lent living togethpr of a man and a woman without the prior 

payment of the "aseda". The chi.ldren of Buch a union arp 

legitwmate 8nd have equal right of succession or inhpritance 

",i t" those born from a strictly regular union. A wom8n in 

s Ich a union has even certain 8dvantages over her leeally 

wedded sister. For example, shp could le8ve her husbend if 

he ill-treated her wi tiwut her clan incurrir,g any expenseiil. 

In such a marri8ie tLe husuarld C10nT ot claim da ages fro n " 

&r:,; ot,.er I, an wi,o may COllllili t adul ter;.; with his vlife, and 

the husbbnd does not becollP liable for his wife's debts. 

"Kun? Awadie". Thi s terCl .. pans literally marriar'e to a 

wido\, a d generally implies th" inherj tance of 8 widow 

or widows lJy t'le 'lpir of their deceesed husband. When a 
mal Ii,s 8Tl le8ves a vife nnd chjldr~n, it is considered 

rrcper for nis hpir to take hi s widow( or v:idm·-s). Refns'-l 

t do so constctutes "musuo" (taboo) 8100 t~:.p "s81Nm"(,,-host) 

of t} e letp ~~sb.nd would be expectDi to take r'ven?e. And 

T'ublic opiorior tJ'uld irdeed b" qUick to conde- n thp men 

w.o s .• ir' eil tnis rpspc'nsibility. Should 8 v.omc>n rpfusp to 
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marry hPT IHtp 111sband ' s sllrvjvir" ~rrthpr or hair, she 

is !lot compI'l lpd to do so; ttl' " scm"n" is Ipft tl clpo l wit 
hel'. Put t p " as"da " [nd all prpprnts r 'I' to 1:''' rpturned 

to the heir Inl',,~~ t' r" srI' children, in v"'ic; Nflpthl' 

not pr I.b', (Tj VO thl?sP tl~; tlrR tn tt f>'!'1. fJ'1l-}p ~ ell!' D0 +-hr 

childrp, 0-(' t.'lf l~,te husbcnd r(.)m~ir ")r it 6 1J 11 "'P "l,.i ch 

tr r-y C'lY,~~ S or;Cll'pj Po. '"' PI hI=? was livinf , ['llrl tr_p;r Arp 

mcin1.cilPr' b, Hp hpir. " Thp onp who te,(e" tbp fun of thp 

deceaspd ,lUflbpnd ,Iso teKpS "lis widow " is our provprb . 

II. 

PHE- l,,'CAL 1 BHleD. 

T'/pic"l Fp 'lirfs of Pr"I'TIvnt IVompn. FroIl ir,ves· it' tion T 

fo:t: j t:.l.P f '_'11ov-in6 CS t~lP t;rri.c:..~J fpplings of rrp~Bnt 

v 011 pn in Jac( bu: 

~'rol tl p first to tne fourtl' 'nonth most prp!!rert 

V,OI.,Pl co p18 i n of ornino- ~.~ CPs::. "Prf'l ltf1C;,l is [11 so cha­

l~c. C pri 9(:)1] b;v [I h'::>[lV./ 8tH p. of o)",)""S-:11 P RC, ni;:l~tse::, vomtting 
ftld f-'[ittlrg, slid 10sf) of Anp"titp. I W: t.-,) pi! pr"p'Nmt 

WornI'll sl<' irp ,- lot 'r PI" cf'terroon end dri',vin!! r 1 "n t :v 

01' .'" tE'r. Almost :on +r.e c). PI J intprvi pv,ed 8: iel thr:>:v 

t,l"r i "0 . VP incr(.)8f.ed !!I I'(o:lt; te fLr cprt ..: ..... J:.r":nrlE of dishps 
wLi ~t .. t~ 

IE', C • om: II 1 i ':1'8 f" u and so lp 
.L !' I r &1 st 0, , Y 1, te t p taste of it wt;pn 

Pi.'PCl (.l t fll t 1). firet tJ. T'Pp t('l fe'l"'" 1"\OLtLs, or somptimps 

tllro .l.t...L t +1 f 'f)pr..! od of rr0~'p~.LcJ. "'hp S21.p V'om~n who orrti. -
t t ri l~ jo(.) nt l' "P sn'~ prppprctj -f"rnm tIT'S J8'18 rt , kind of 

bi t 

t r d 

pT' t'rcJpn 
is P , 

10 10-

rp , t 

C' 

i t 1 

• y 1 i .... (-1 1 ~ i 

"f" 

'1. 
, i 

v ' 

;.:" 'r1i 1
' ~ pX('~,' ":vr.. rr·ptj t~ -f'r'lr 4 t Y" pn 

PT'iT"t\\r(' 1'f(, f~@'8ilyiY'''''' i toipdend 

, P -f', ... , + t\' 0 Or t'- r~(.> l.lonths 

-it rver:. !=,4" 1 ... 
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FY'oD +he fo'"rth to thp sixth month th"1"e ; s en increc£e 
in ppetite. r .. os~ wor~AY' tpnd to "at too T.1uch as thpir anne-

titp i C"'PPSPS. Thp com on dishps p-rppered ara "nkontomerp" 

(prpparpd c'Jcnyarn leaves) and planta) n or ,'am 0"" cocoyam; 

fi 8" nr meat soup ~nd fufu; oran!"PIl end other frni ts. The" 

bpgin of course to pui 01' wpieht. One of thp women I inter­

viewed compl~;ned of-constipatior after marital intercourse; 

Sile added that she did not enjoy marital inter-conrsp due 
to pains "in the vagina, and quarreled wi th the husband when 
l-J.p asrtt:l ior it. The gereral tpndercy however is to l-J.ave an 
exceRsive feel ing for I. ari tel intercourse d'lring tl-J.e fj rst 
fiv p ort'R. Aftor the fi Ttl, montl-J. the l'I ompY' t.pnn to have 

piP' it t 'C vac";na E"'.d v'aist. 'Pat"", bp"'ins to flow from 

the vagine ,"',icll makps sPXllal iY'tprcoursp rather Ullrleasant 

or peirf-ll at times. 
Fro t'1P Sixt'1 to thp ninth month tLprp is thp tendpncy 

to further inorea8P in appetite. Pains develon jn the waist 
and lowpr abdomen anli in joints of limbs, e8T'ec;"11y in 

the knee joints. 1'he baby in the womb begins to move epd the 

motl1pr ITO V s wpakpr ,nd weaker. Pregnant wompn, t: ourh they 

ferl ef sily tired to go about their usual work, seem to have 

the desire to work harder than beforp. This is nartlY due 

to tne general belipf that t"p harder c: prel7l1ant momen works 

the lese difficulty she experiepces at childbirth; and part-

ly (PC' use thev havp no anI" to \' ark for them. J:'r ol7nant v'orn en 

takp ccre r-t to scratch t:ipTI solves with P1"" s1 pr'C' ;rstr1l)nnnt 

bec' sp i1, is belipved that ap\ sorp or v'our'o on a p1"el"nant ,"om •• 

doe~ pct teal till aftpr c~ildbirth. 

Taboos 8rd Precautions. TJ' e f0110"; nl" ere S0me of thp sppci al 

taboos El d prpo' utioros whi oh a pre"y [rot WOlFP must obsprve: 

It is tbp ,9'pr ('r<"l bpl i I'f t' .at DC orte '8" sev to a 

prp T~rt VIall' rip tee fecp trAt ehp is l'I'PrrJ"8t. Sho'll'l. 

8royoP(' SlY so 8td e "iscaJ""';al"e folloy's latpr, 1,J-'at npr­

SOL is llpld to hevp bpp.n reDopsible !Cnd will conspa'lentlv 

be fined. Special amull'ts ere worn bv tl'oe W 011: , p,during 

this period, arOll d llPr waist to protect her -rd the un-
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born cDild ee;ell1s;v'ltr.cra ft, to the influepce of '[lch 

both seem perti cul'rly suscent'hle et tl is ~t· -e. 
Anot~.I.~r V,E.:' of p, S11r; l1f thr well-bpi r J:T of 1'" Po mo-

thpr end tLp child is bv vaccination, Bni it ,,, t' ~ reA­

ponsi bilitv of the mo'thpr of tLe p;r""n nt v mhl" to lpP 

to tl e prec-ution. The v8ccinatiol" if' d"n~ by t11" "C'd1m­

sifo" (.~t'vp doctor), who -Iso tpkpf' n rp I'd prpspribpp 

mpdj c"; ps fer tl-:.p T'TP("Y1Snt V'0T'1' 1'" 'lrtj 1 f' '(" ti.,p t' pt, pl:1p 

dclivprs. Wi tl E: sl"'er~ lrr.ifp or r~zor t' ~ " OO'l! Ri f' ...... " l'J1?"!'t:)s 

+tre n <=: all cntq en tl~e fo-rOrH:.""d bpt\o\'prl' trp (">'\.-nhl""""\\~. t.:fp 

nakes e-i ilpr ('Tj;S 0" t' p r1l0E't, :=-t tr1p ioi1 t"" of' +l-J.,:. 

Sl lllrlprs e " ['r ~ . rr'l fppt, r(l ..('in?ll;'T At t,'1p }:r e lr of 

trices?p on r.1F'l'- (Tpcobl.l Y'-()Tnpn V'~iC}l 1'3':"""'1'" rnt rp COt'l-

fuserl v":i t' t8t00 mr rrs. A-f'tpr t "Ie cllte, a bll?c1:- nov dpr 

prpOfrp0 -It of ' prbs 2r" ot~ pr C"Ubst8PC P B is vi ("rO'l~Jy 

rllbbpd irto tl1 P blr--"'dir fl' ~llt.:-. T~ P ',I?d': c;np 11.811r11 n stops 

t~e bleodjrp, ~rd this vfccjnAtjo~ ;~ 00~Ri~pr~~ +0 rp~dpr 

t" 01,' pr 1)- -"1"dto l"" p'11 inf1IP1'10"". A l;t'lp rd·th" 

blr,ck nov·, r j 8 dronn"o il"to 8 0) 21'_ bi t of °r lc0"01 i c 

dr1r~ ,no eiv"!" to t~e nregnent 'om'r to dril"k cftar th" 

Itod:u f:;ifo " hps, res is l1fU1F1, tS Q tp0 tLf"l mpdicinp. 8S a 

<ric of g 0'" fait). ~r'c to sleow Ep4 prPl'rp t' 8t it is not 

lJoisonolls. Hp t P1) prpscr"; QPR srelJ-i· 1 l1r-.r h s to hp 'lSPt1 in 

prep~rin(7 r?l -nut so lP f d fnfu ovpr~r ot.}1pr d2"~, nrt=>fpr­

B,ly ln t. orring, f0c th", Dr"- -nt ,nm~n to Dartakp. 

This m0~icinCl is l~noV\~ BS " Aberrud 11 ro fl ( Ii tpral1~·, mpdicinp 

preparpd from rf 1m-nut), 8Y_d it; s suppospo to I'j VI' 

strDngth E d v;t'lity to bo~h ~ thp prp~nent ~c"en end the 

unborh child. 

Thp ~Cr ~r is lhp~ Btrjctl~ v"errpd ,v hPT native 

doctor not to "e't ip nublic, e& r - ec; ally in the merkpt 

plcoP, oecauf" B ",;tch me'- be at-racted to D2rtakp of the 

fcod eriritually. Thp evil influ''nce of th" witch would. 
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it is believed, r esult in miscarriage. ~'oods which attra ct 

wi tcllPS are palm- nut soup and foods pre-pared wi th nalm oil. 

1'he pregnant woman is afain strictly werned by her 

pareTlt (mothpr) not to commi t adJll t pry 1 pst mi scarria"e 

.cnd difficulty in 9...hildbirth may pnsue. This is in aI'''' 

c, SP a sprious a f:t:€I1Ce aiTainst the husband. When the time 

comes for her delivpry the pr'7p'.ant \"om: n has to confess 

the nenE'S of her lovers; she ShO'lld t"E'n on h"r lmees ask 

pardo from the husbfnd End pAcify him with pjther fm"ls 

or a s10er accorclinp to D e spr'o~sness of thE' offence. 

Thp husbend of tr.f' prel'nent women is W8rn pd not to 

eat ary of tbe foods whi ch~re forbiddpn by his "ntoro " . 

For example, if he worshins "Busumpra ~Ttoro " (a rj.ver 

risi.n" in Ashanti and flowing into the spa near Shama), 

his "ntoro " . forbids him to eat any of the fo l lowing: a 

white fowl , a snecies of yam called "afase" , bush buck, 

" tamiri "( large edible snail), and tortoise. Difficulty 

i n childbirth ".a;'1 be atnbuted to the fei.l'..lre on the 

part of the husbard to observe the "ntoro " tEboos. T~e 

wife too must "void breaking any of hf'r OI'TI tEboos, end 

sne lliUEt also avcid fb'..lsing any " obosom" (god). 

A prpELsnt ,. or..a;: should not look at a r:lOnk"y or et 

any df'formed be;~g, not even a badly c2rv'7d wooden fi iTure, 

lest sl,e s,.ould ,eive birth to a cl.ild like it. t>he may, 

howpv~r, carry n fl Akua ba" (1), a black Asl:ar.ti. dell, be­

ca.lse its lonp:-s •. ape 3 neck' nd beauti.f'll head will heln 

her to lear a child like it. 
'1'0 e. sure tLe v:ell-beinf of t'lP 'mborn baby thp 

pregnc>r i "'CITen S!10UJ d str' ctl~' avoid srI it ti niT fi re,"ood, 

lest t.llf' caby msv b"".orn r'i th a "gap in the head", a CO)1-

dition ",:"ich is 1;:"ow" as "mpamu" : she s'1culd always sit 

or • .,. stool 8nd not sqll.et to eat, If'st tt, bf-by be born 

w;til perDetual cold in the head. 

( 1) Se> diagran on paee 1< 0 



20 

or halidle one or -lSP it in w8s:.Ling --'lo+~ ps. It if; be-, 
lieved that the baby v.ould be born Vii tIl 1. ts skin blue 

in colour. I f a Drep'D.<l!' t "am, n keeps arti cl"'~ "t i ch had 

oeeD. be .ght, e . p. kenky , vegetcbles of an~' <:ind, etc. 

uIlder Ler abdomen, it is believed U at th" child \li ll 

eventually Decome a thief. \fuen t:11? vom2n carries fi re­

wood or ,{('r.ky or anyt i ng bought from U." ffibr'kr-'t on her 

)lead tl e baby ' s skin mey become lumpy. "he ie not sup-

pOf:ed to nurse 8 bUre ur ~\-UU,l1U un (:jIl,Y unF; "tIle wouna 

wo"tid Decome wo " se and 1;& Ke a .iong t.lm" to nea.L. lYnen a 
pregr.an't WOlUan eats t oo many sna!.is, it lS oe.l i eved that 

t he slimy substance may af_ect tne baby and make its 

moutn water with sljme when it is born • 

.I. observ ed blacK patcnE's on a ne~'ly born baby: 
af t e r inqliring for tLe caUSR, 1. was told that it was 
the resnl t of the mothpr w'.o fried many foods durinp' 

pregnancy. A prel'nant women should thprefcrp not fry in 

JlOt oil. 
When a woman i n una pr nr pgnG!'cy snE' is n01; sn'DDos e.d 

to Laroour any ill.!feelinl' ap'ains t a!'yonp , 1'8rticUlarly 

her Lusband. All disputes between the husband and hprself 

must be spttleci. If sL .. r e fusP8 to be at pea cp wi th her 

hUSDE.nd, it is oelievpd s •• p v.ill ~.'ve lifficulty in child­

birth. In fl, JI'orninc t 11( rr en S .olld el"BY8 ['E't up before 

tl,e WOT"an. S .. o1<ld U.p WOll2n €et --tp . T.d stpp across thp man , 

t.L j In w~ 1J, it ie sun ospd, :fpcl drowsy Bnd WP,,- k thro1Jgh 
o .... t tL.e dc'y. 

A previa l8 coi tj 01 y i til Enoth'r "omsl by thp husb!lllld, 

before sexual intpl:'co Ire.p y,i tl' t: 0 \.ifp on the 88];1<" day, is 

supposed to brir gill llAck to t·'." p1'Pgn8T. t woman. 

A p at 1"111 of SO lip ?' auld l'evpr be carri.ed bphind 

thE' pr gnant \. urn, II. r,pj tilpr S10'11d 1. t be liftpd from its 

criginbl nl' 'e it i"l.e> prpspnc p of t~ r-, prprnbnt woman when 
Sl.L P is p .... tj;.<"". To av id iscarri8<"le and ill luck, when 
suet, a tr irl(" occurs t he wall etl should stop eating at one e. 
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A precnant ",om"n should neither lie on her brck 

nor on her f"ce; she should alweys lie on hpr side to 

avoid rr.iscarriage. Lying on her back indicetes death. 
Should a chil d lie on its face in her presence she must 

be slapped on the back by her in ' order to avoid ill 
luck. 

No one sr,ould "'""<. l.heT walk acrose or stl,1IDble over t 

the leg s of the pregnar,t ",omen. S1;tf' must sh~ke h~.nds Vii th 

the offer6er im! ediately to avoid ill luck. 

There should be no washing o:f clothes, no travell ing, 

no figbting, no lifting of hpavy things durjng the first 
three monthst lest miscarriage should result. 

Tl e above ;.Ientioned taboos and prpcautions however 

v&ry VIi th the individual. They largely dppend upon the 

kind of pr'venta.ivE med; cinp prescribed t.o the pregnant 

wom! n by her ~ative doctor. Tl,ey are stri ctly observPd by 

t r,ose v,lo luc,ve hAd continuous misca.rriages or those who 

hcve to eO to a native doctor or "ocosomfo" (feti sh priest) 

to hf'lp them to bear cl,ildren. 

Wi tn regards to work, it is com!aonly believed that 

tl, morl? a prefnant wom',n Yforks the healthier and stron;f'er 

her bE.by v.lll become whcm it is born, and t1." eas; er j. t 

will b(· .I.' • '~e mot, pr durin€, the birth o:f her bEby. It is 

clai'lled t'lat 'onstant work 100sP! s the pelvis and ensurps 

easy· cilild-birtl!. 

III 

BIRTH. 

About t .. eigl t I or: th durir.g pre {!I ar Cy t'1" woman 

eo' B 11011- to t e villa. p of :_pr own 'lar (a'.)11S '8) to '~er 

not pr ' s l.~Cl .... f·E" t .... 8wa-' t confi lipmp]1t. 1'J'I'.Le rPBSOll stJ:.,tpd 

ror t, is QUbtO , is t,l 8h~8V S prespr t drF ad t",f't she 

mi{ht [)O [o'irp t, (rilll:\ fortl_ 80m" Plonstros i t'. Amon". 

,er ')V,n clan:folk this wOlld be ""pt a spcret, ard so ri-
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dic,.ll e aud other conseque ces to her husbend ' s DeOpl" 

would be avoided. There are tradi ti onal s _ ,ri os of 

womer, ',bvir g brc <ght fort half-hum n e'1d half- on<oys, 

half-fish'r,d half-man, cllildrf'l wit" tl.ree or more 

brea5ts, six or more toes, ptc. All SHch would, "f 

course, be destroyed as also hpnnaphrodites i ediatply 

after birth. 1:y grandmotl- er told rue of an old womE r 

still Hlive in ~acobu, who gfve birth to e chil( whose 

intestines wpre plccpd outside '.is storr,ech. She strictly 

forbade me to let en, word be8ri~g on it slip from ill} 

tongue. "It vas a well gu,rded spcret " , she rpmerl{pd. 

Tre actual act of parturition t,~es place in t)p 

ro= in tile compound set as'1e for washing. Thp s' nple 

reason aseigned for this is to avoid stairing the b c­
room with fluid froE! t:ce vagira. Yo prpvicus pr"par ticn 

is r a~p fnr tho co' ire bab~~, '1 d 110 ani: pstheti CG 1 r 

used durL,€: iIlhild-birt.h. SOl'lp e,<ppri p ceo othprf'l brinp" 

fortll:"tneir OVo witl:out 'm;1 1 ell, otl "rs whil" tIl qrp 

at I',ork o~ ttl" ferm, from wl)prp the baby is cerr; p(l h m" 

to be ',as', 1. 

.njdwifp c'l"tj ore or 

tVlO cl( Sf? rplctivpE' ~ro rprr"r '}'" -in ettrnd:::r(,p. Bllt tLp 

fp"' pr t~ p attprd'- I".ts tl p bpttpr bp0[' RP SOlDt? np{)l"'l;:' in 

t'_ -::. "a busua" arp ~ '~!,(Joctpr'l ('If \\~ -:'chcraf't. 

Cld clpar clot_s brp strPlln u]:'fln th" flnor a,.,d 

npo! tlis t:·,,, v,omen sits with !"pr b~ck to th(> w'111,whil" 
S· P is f J.rt'~pr 8'lr ortpr'j b:,-~ onp of trp rnidvives, w!:o 

stands bpllird hpr, plc-cinir h"r : r- s m-'dpr thp arm- pits nf 

tLp tecumbpnt wom8n an~ rlO':)cilll'" hpr ~er'lds ep"ainst hpr 

br asts. Tv.-o ot"pr WOLd?n each holrlin,p" tm t rm. Anothr.>r per­

son sits in front with her l"ft foot under the patipnt's 

but t ocks "I,d wi tl~ L<"r top pressed against her anus. As 

SOOIl a", t"e child bpgins to !.iakp its appeara) ce , the old 
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women coax the mother sa;ling : "~.ua wani kyem !", li teral­

ly press your eyps,i.e.st1'ain). The women squatting in 

front plso assists in drswln u forth the child. As soon 

as it is born, 811 the wompn shout: "Y e-d ~ ~,yame ase" 

("Thanks be to God"). The child is at oncp Nlmpd aft"r 

that day of the week 0]1 whi ch it is born. For insta.rcp,~1 

a fe;,lale chi ld is bOrn nn SUlJday she> willtoCell eo "AkoSlUa". 

This name and da:, are ctlled "kra din" and kre da" (L e. 

the spirit name end day) respectively. To thf' child ' s 

natal dey nsne a Iatrony"ic 16f'lP is addpd letor on. 

The umbilical cord is cut af£in,-.t a pipc p of wood 

wi th l sharl~ knife. Th I"Y'd of tlF cord stiJ 1 cttachr>d 

to tLE child ' s body is coil eo up on its ebdom"n. Th" 

after-birth is wrarred in 8 uipce of cJ oth "nd b'l1'i 00 

de("~T' in 8. cnT'rf'r sorr~wrF'rA in t'~D holl.f'P, or t~ro".fYl 'irto 

tl'.€' villE,"", "SU!!1Pt'~sP"(mid"lflY'). A stjll beby is t1'(·8t.,(1 

ir a s+ "i1"1" ""r-y. 

Shou}'" tll" bal~ f'c·'l t" or' i, ~"i,o+"ln it hOf ')""n 

borl" it is sl"T'r'0(l to irr'l1,CP it t. cr,"_ If it JonlrR too 
WP k.: .01""1 f~ile to C'''''''1 eftpT' thn qlpr t phI; C'I ~r1' nOn;jllij 

of rUl1Ppr. Srf? -; P t _pr r";VPfl v r r 1T <"-('1ft "'l.' Q nri b r rp;n-- 811.0 

W2tp.r to c1r';l1K to rpvj'Up it. t'fI}op p"V('r,-.t~· f t,l-lP .; ~!'l- t 

tl 0 '~811 of t p rCA. 1"1 r t p f"110 ...: y 

-p :;:fI (lit. '7el1 t r P 11~1 c}ild). IT'!"(:J. cl"_ild is S'lr.rof'~C 

to be look<>o 'f¥t<>r by +~. wall w~en left -10Y'<> i~ +~. 

room. 
Thp infart is tf1~n V'Asl"nn .. ; tt (>cld y t'" r en soap 

t)'1'''e ti nes to eJ1f",r" perf<>ct ('1 E""2" C. It if' elidc1 -t:}a>et 

t <> cllt'n (lpvelops a', offpnsivp ocour or t.'" body i-f' jt 

is not properly washa(l ,t birth. Thfl t~b) i~ t.npn wr.rned 

in a sO-f't clott ard put or poft Cl(~. -)1~ T'lpc('d bp~'"p 

t" p wot rr. 

T1 P -..L r- to 'r CI (1 t 11r.> y>p12.ti-o: "" f" rr t pr 11 r ,,1 "'r 
t p 1 r:>\\ b 1"11 hPU;T. T~p cj. . 1 " ;~ < i 1 -, < r cj , t-t "l 
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trus: "\'faba a, tene 8se " (lit. if y U ' VP C0DlP, ste,' ,dth 

nkv"[' fl p'1d nYpda Nyame aSf' tt (lit. J; +"p ·~s on Y'c lr \...~ed 

a ,d Tl'snks be to God). Thp busber d too is simi l' rlf grer t­

ed. Dur-iYl t is time, t 1
H?rp j S erpa+ ~ov in thp [~ons~ and 

ti e hususnd feels proud and very ha"py. 

0/ t.P j~fant ' s throat is ~oistenpd with the juice 

from lime fruit or SO!l1PtiIllPS with a little run. ~'hp finger 

is dipped in the liquid nd tle beck of the beby ' s throat 

is touchpd with it. When neithpr rUm or ~uice :From 1ime 

fruit is avril"ble a very small quantity of ground )Jepper 

is rrixed in water 2r,d a droT' js r.-iven to tl e b~bv to Fllln . 

'l'bl? " odunsif'o " (nativ!' doctor) is inf'ormpd 28 soon 

as pOSSi ble. l' e c"'nes to congrc t late the othpr "ld to 

vccc"n,·te" the babo'. Fe fi-rpt lifts up F,e nev- bF v bv 

tel(' ,lards s 'prortir", the> babo"s h"sd with th!' l"ft hRnd. 

He exe~ines the bab~ and vaccinates it in p similsr VI'V to 

h0W .11' vaccinetpd tLE' mot: -r w:'.PT' she was prp!,"nel't. '1'bp 

VI cei' <tiol' is performed to rrotpct th" baby "';-Ftnst "b lld 

e~lPs II or evi 1 i nfl'lPnc PB and, v'ha tis rno"""e i rrnort8Y't, 

a ,inst corvulsiors. Vi2 i tors ,rp not allowed to visit 

the> hew b rn baby ur tj 1 aftpr thp eip-h th day. TLi s j s 

dont=' to kepp a ~y eLY peorle ""-ho rr.ey bp wjtrhps :;nd who 

may br'ng ill luck to thp bpby ~nd jts ~othDr. ThosD 

pe0ple "ho are s"spected of evil influelCCDs arF' just not 

allowed ~o '.-isi t the c',ild Pt 81Cy till'p. 

'l'Le r:jotl ... ~r w-'dprgops 'Bref-,ll I pdiccl trpp I~f"'>-t to 

eLable 'ler to rDC ' in hDr nDTIlal wPight end st"'",npth. Shp 

" sits on " a pot of hot later t~rep timps dBi l y duril'g t1e 
first week to c:llow th, \"arm vapour affect hpr anus end 

tt;p v~[iT''',. Grojind gingF'r nd pep!'''r miXpd wi tJ-r ot]- pr 

mPGicirps are nused up t~e anus end thp va~4nr. Som~ nf 

~he rnedic;np is sr 08r o d all ovpr t'"'lP lO\",QT pbdoITlPr, v'pist, 

'I'd t: ir-jes. Sflp i,e Iso tC'l~ tc "elk et~"; 0-1 t aT'i' 1'1pver 
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to sit loosplv, i.e. with Ipvs apart. It is ~mrospd that 

envtl'iT'P" t'" wor.,Bn ops d 'riT'''' t'lf' fj rst wppk is snrp to 

becomp E fi.xpa habit. For i.ns 'tt!:Yi\cp if slop cloPs not wdllr 

straipht, she ","ould wal' crnc>lrpd for t'1p rpst of h"r 1 i fr>. 

If sr, e refuses to U' d er.'" 0 tl-J.P prf'scri brr1 tl"~Atm pnt, :i tiE' 

:lpld t: at she would frow Ipar rcl boT'Y " r1 l"PTl'fjin so for 

the rest of r er life" 'I'Pro T"otl1('r is rpp'lll"rl ,. fpd on f"fu 

rd relm-n't sOUP pren2~pd ~it~ cprtpin hpl"bs crllAd " sbp­

muduro " • 

Thp info 1"t is 110t fr>' on tl e motl1pr ' s breast fnr 

the first two or thrpe devE' if t~prp is no milk in the 

brepst. 'rhp bpby is uSllell" p'ivpn to B fostpr mothpr to 

be fpd. Thp ['t'P of tbe fostpr mothpr ' s cl1ild is rot con­
siCpred. She viII 00"t 1 nu" to feed tl'e baby until therp 

is suffici.ent ilk in tnp rnoth"r's breast. 

It is opIiovpd t'at w: PI' B ctild i~ born into this 

world, a ,'h, ·t-mot.b"r mOllrns the Inss of hpr chi 1d in the 

" s[, ::rao;." (t' p ppir't v·orld). During trp fir:;-t wpek T'O 

one is v"n' certein vloptl pr tllp infant is p'oin ~ to turn 

out 8 humcr child or provp,by CI inp' befor.- tris ppriod 

acE' plepsed, that it WBS !'evpr arytling 1']]or" t)rn somp 

W' ndprinF {'lOst. It is not add-resspo in . n;l' pnde8r~nt' 

terms, BHd it if' yivpn cny old r~" to lip upon. 80th bhe 

rrot r 81 r t1. cbilil rp"lfin irdoor8 (' 1ri I" " trpsp E'ip'ht 

d,ys, 2nd the tlOt., r iE c0I1sidprpd 11]'1clp[11 • 

"Ntetea " Cerp"on~ on t:1P Ei~htr De;\,. 0n the ,,<., t11 day 

t;,e infar t ' s f< thpr bri ngs F< fts to the 1']]othpr 8Y rl th p 

child, ,'jch f"prlPrall" i'clndF thp fn ' 1ov<r>. ~'or thp 

mot' "r " 01 otl', fi sl c'nd 1']]P8 t, :ond cJ on r"of' pv. Wor th e 

Ci i11, I.P b"'i I,. ~ P TI pt:=ll ~ 'orl1, t c 81 lln;r-1ur. holt'l £, .!OJ 

r flW r i" t, ~ 1Ij}1 "W, 

Sn 8T', r tpby's old ",.1"" yd e E· .all clot) knovn s n.p 

" f1" Ull'< r t"ln "" (lit. TTml:'il i_cc 1 clot., ) . 
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rises from bed Hnd washes herself. She thpn drpsBPB in 

her best attire with her shoulder, brPBBts, enn a~a 

smeared with white clay, ~nd she wp~rs ~hite beads erolU1d 

her neck end wrists. 'l'he baby is washed '!md f,rr'1lpts and 

anklpts end "lpglpts·- of parti c'llar kinds of beads arp 

bound rowed it~ limbs. Thpsp bpeds 8re 1ntp~ r-ropn with 

che=s ,-!Cd little gold nug/!pts. She wears hpr Tin!,"; her 

eyebrows are ;:ade to apnear thj ck and bushy b:.' n~i nting 

the'" v, i. th powderpd Chf rcoal, £r.d her bod:,- is rubbed wi th 

sheabutTer. The new mat nnd new pillow fre Ifid in the· 

sur, end upon this tllp infant is pl' ced and cov"r"d with 

his new cloth. This is the :'irst occasion on w:ci cr. t:-.P 

infbnt hes Deen allowed out of doors into dayli"llt. It is 

allov.ed cO lr.derl'o thp ann bath which is su pospd to tal<p 

tne cold 3ir of t:,p spirit world, from v'hence it is depmed 

to L8ve co: .. e. Pfter being thns exnosed fer somp little 

tiroe, the child is rPTi ovpd and a"" in carried indoors. "'he 

Ihot~~ET is c:ccornpanied by 8 fpw rE>lf'tiv ps to p-jvp t~lnnl{s 

to tl:e h',usp),old, tc1 c midv']fe, and oth"r rel2tives. 

The }'8![,in,c' of 8 Chi ld: un thp c' {"hth day t:',e chi 1 d ; s 

I iven its DPrs' nal npmp. rrhp anI" indivjdu-l,wl 0 can bpstow 

t~ ... is na.18 ·1' on it, is cr:p of tl .. p c~ . 11rj ' s owr. "ntora" nivi­

s~on) i.e. Be-pone belong~np to that sn"rituFl body to 

which ttlP infEnt's f,t"or belongs. This ~'a:v bp th" ini!ant 's 

L tuer, its natprn1.1 gr :,dfathpr, its father's brothpr, its 

i'etlJ.pr's brO-:H~!"S sor, its ff>th(~r ' s brothpr ' s daughter, 
its father ' s .::;ister ai." so on. 

A male cLi Ie is n8Ir.~d 'fter h; s peternal grandfather, 
never L:f.'ter l~is , .. ale er.cpstor. on t~1e Lather ' s sidp. In the 

Cese of a virl ev"n r,f' wOClld not find her nampd efter hpr -

DlLternal grar.ilmotllpr. The fatl.er ' s "ntoro· ple~'s en impor­

tant P[.-t in thE' Lenin" cere:r.cny. If th" paternal /"ram­

fat"pr L alive, the D2rrnts rill probe:;ly teke the child 

to him to bE' n8mpd eftpr him, if it is a DOY, ~na ~u oe 
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named after a fe ale relative on the paternal si d." if th., 

ohild is e girl. 

The T;.ot .. er,,·ill plece tile infcnt on the grendparent ' s 

knees; he t en spits into the infent ' s mouth to strengthen 

thespiri t which L. already there a~' which, of course, is 

his own "ntoro" passed through .is son. He "ill sa1j at the 

same time: "Ag;ya booom 13csomtwe, me ba eS'1JTIasi na wawo ha , 

na ode nc abere me, 11~' me de no to me ho asum~,si; nyi.ni, 

be to me be rna L e biribi minri" (lit. Father erd god Bosom­

twe or whatever peI'ticular "ntoro" division to which he 

and the infent belong, my child so <ond so hes begotten a 

ohild ~ nd lIe 1:es brought im to me, and T now oall him after 

myself, n8 Pling him so and so; grant tbat he grow up end 

meet me and let him pive me food to eat). 

He makes thp infant such f gift as he CBn afford. 

Ott,r 01"1 bers of tLe fauily rive ,sifts to the infant in th", 

foIT.! of I oney, po\\d er or pOf.'ede or dresses. mhp chj ld when 

he trov s up's er ti tled to say: "Asumasi n8 ote ntasuo gu 

m'anom" (lit. so '1.d so put spittle into rr.y 1T'0uth). It is 

believed tLE.t in lOSt cases the irfart develoDs oertain 

outstanding c1l5r:ooteristios of th., p.,rson he or shp is 

nam od aft.l. 

'I'hp naLiJ", cererrol1J does not alwaJ s take place on the 

sal c<o., ae t,.e "ntetea" oustom. Tf tLe cerson v·Lose d'tty 

it is to nbIne tLo infant is absFnt, t' is pert of tllP rites 

may bp delsypd .. 

A t r ti' "ntetea" oelebration, t:,e o1.ild n:8~: for tre 

firp,t tiue be 08r1'i ed ('11 thp at "1" s b£ ok. It P'8V t"ffi be 

ta n cut uJ dt., f,)r tl.p first til e and be propprl;l' dresspd 

cL a i' 1 tl. firs" tj o. 

It : s b"l i ved t t if tl! first borr of a r P\' mother 

is 1. fe c-l o , it; S El ;r~; cat; oy_ of fBSY 8Y1~ Ipss 1iff'; cuI t 

life. 01 t: ot pr bard if tic first born is a male, i+ 's 

[. sign of ~ r"ardships tlroughout her life. reanwhile the 
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bab" ·1 s ;l8shed tl, ice daily srd in the E'vl'lri nc it is 
ameal' d all oypr tH OJdy with f''1Nbuttpr tn '-r::llrp sound 
bnd p aopf 11 ftl oPr,. 1'0 onF ; f "l..irno d to ~r r" +hp beby ' s 

toil et wi tr. it othprv 1 ~H hI' ,,'11 d ""ri VI> I 'r of the poss; ­

oilit3 of rowinr fBt. 

1.1 Forty i'. 5 eft"r birtl, tlw infe lt is nlacpcl in a 

f.ittin£' pett"r". Till' n.otl1pr sits it dOVlll, sayinp: " Suprpmp 

Bei"t, we turk YOIl thet forty de. s havp fellpll upon tlH' 

child, and '''? now t,k" t.]le child ' s bllttockf' and 5 t thPm 

em tile t'.rt. III <i ~ Ei£ht~r days Aftpr tLp hi rth of tr, child 

til' 1II0tilPr L,. a, ein dresced ill reI' bpst whJ t.. cloth, and 

,dO~l d \'.itn ,cngll·s a,'d e<'r1n6s. TIl' child 1. eutifully 

'jl'"lf ed 81 d ,,,orr pd \\' til [cold, 0) d c'!:P il c~rr' I'd or thp 

bt c of 11 r • i. ter or e IIp'r fp:llel e 1'1'1" t' ve. The hild ' s 

motJ,,,, walks belitc] ittl a fpeline of triumrll ov'r death. 

Shf' 1" (T'Ppt, d: "Wotiri nkwa ' " or "Afirimu" (lit. Ollt of 

the arl,' of Ijpsth). SOIl,P l' lativpf. accompany hor. Thp~' 

go from he liS" to ,OllSP to f'rppt and thf'nk ot'lpr fripn(is, 

well ;Ii DI1Pl's Llld rplati yes, pal'tl c',lar1 y tl oee W')O Calile 
tc coni railllate h"l' fJft"r tl)p lJirtJ. of h l' chi Id. r;1 t'ts 

in t •• 1\rm of Qorey arA iv'~ to inp Qot~ r to buy powdpr 

or dres,-,,,c, f r tHe bab~n or to the )Jot]'"r to buy some 

e",'s to 1" t Ld tll2Y k LAr fJoul for bpime SRvf'd from "Ieath. 

SUOi, C"lic Ii' lJ ,ot: ers Stte1 d a ilIA k:s(,ivinf: sprvicp bpfore 

tl p 0 cut to Freet "(onIp. A ,hotc r"nh of the ch'ld ,nay 
l e + 'n 1'CI U(e f' r. t t' {(Po 

AltPT etrhty j~,:f" -X'P ovpr tl po mot' pr is DPrrnitted to 

rr I USUf nd ' 8 ho 'SF'. 

The bi rth of thp 

or" considpred the lucky 

ones in tl.<' T'e ily. Thp fifth i, ,'lPnoepa to bp stl"cially 

unluc y. To (·i VP 8 r pr,on of ,Tpcobu fi Vp of ar~'thirg del i -
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luoky as the n1wbe~ five is the reverse. 
When the previous issue of a 'mion have all died 

young, suoh losses are looked upon es caClsed by malip­

lls.ilt spiri tUol influences. To c.ounter ti1ese the parents 

resort to various devices. Cne of these is to suffix 

the name "donko " (slave) to the natal name of t he next 

baby. So that Koto=, ~OT instance,becomes Kojo Donko. The 

same idea gives us "r,:os"i" added to the ordinary name. 

The 1~oshi are one of the tribes in the ~Torth from whi ch 

the Ashantis forlJerly drew many slaves. The infsnt may 

be givea the tribal rr,ar'{s of ore of tl e slave class ( the 
Ashantis never tatoo themselves). Again, children may 

be dedicated to a particular "obosom" (god), who is then 

expected to protect the". The hair of the children in 

sUOl1 cases is all 01 ed to grow long and to the strands 

is faster ed every coeceivable kind of cherm. All snch 

childrer 8i'e 'mown as "Begvina Mma" (lit. cor:e and stay 

chi Idren). 

T~ins are n t killed, but they Ern considered to 

bring ill luck to the parents if they are the first 

born. A w')'~,e~ ue ring triplets is p'roatly hono'lred. 

Sho lId t: e womsr 'lave di t'T] C 11 to' in ori rD'i nf 

fo t:_, ste~s LpVp tr l:e t2'-pn, accord-ir.t +0 the R1P')T)ospd 

Cc lse, to 00 ',b«t t' e obstrlot i '1f "tente. 'Phe respon mey 

bp aRcribed to 0' P or ot'. ,r of ""verel C8'1I'''e. ere oT' 

t1en c;: be t1at' er '\lsbs'd ' s ""tAro" ip 8"'nel or h~rd. 
t" P 

']" e s"ti. 0tp "nr t'.is'''' 'ie appl'c~>tio" oT' orLt '";",,, 0'" 

ccrt':oil pf!i c-l :rl prtR. On +' p nt", Y' ' rnn t' e W0I11 nT:' T71O;'" 

.. P S cY)ectp-j of' 4 J1 t('l>'''~. S'lJP is t" fir n~do to 0; s('>108P 

+ p n c e coP +' p 

r t t. t t' p se p tiT: C l~ P ; e 
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IV . 1<'EF~ING. 

1. NURSING. 

The new borY' b8\>y i~ /,"pI'pr"l" n0t -f'pd d l!'i'l~ hI" 

first tV{tOrlt;, fO-LlT h 'lrs or Torp. Tt i C! ['1 ~cVled to 81 E?'pn 

throughout wi tLout ar,y distllrb6nce. Orly wRtpr is p-iven 

to it. Durir g tni s ppr; od the ',otl pr cl PBns r.'r 1 i D"['l E'f', 

Bnd rubs G mixture of Si1 o B-butt. pr ~r,d comr.lOn snl t on hpr 

brp[ sts to h' stpn the flow of 1.;'1" br"8st "ilk. 

TL", u, b: is tr.pr fpd 1"1- 1"1" it cr; ps fo,.. fo~d. 
[',o1l-.:-r 1-; fts up tr .. e be by t S hp'"!df' w1 th hpr ri .c-ht 

br,~ sup!orts tLe baby's hped wi th [pr 1 eft 1.~rt1, 

la~·s it n Lor lEn, ~ce ly pertllel to ~pr brPEet. She 

t.P /, lds ur tLP Ipi't brp'st in cer r'rht pal" y" 
reisps t I" brp£st a little, allowing till" baby tc e'lckle. 

~ e oeby's ; pcd is sUnDorted ~'th e soft hpsdkprc ipf 

placed in tIle left palm. The n' ,r! pr n ' i ,-f is 1lsed to 

protpct t1.e baby ' s delicete hpfJd from any scratcl1pfl. 'rhp 

baby is fpd urtil it re~lses to t8kp in any ~orp milk; 

w1,e11 it so refllsPs to s Ic'ele it is Y'ot f'crcp(i to tawe in 

more. Therp is an Asllanti provprb I'hieh r \1"8 thus: "Adidie 

ne ndc de :ieni.'or " (l't. t'.prp is no rppd to coax 8 child 

to eat or elePD). Tn otLer words, it will do ~o b~ itsplf 

'-l:pr it fpels li'-e it. Or tile otter _.snd,lf t' P b"b" rp­

f'J.sPs to eat end tt-':e iE S·l.E'rpcted 88 bp":r8" dup to ill.L1ess, 

t.-:"P r.lotl~E'r uee!"" "es v,orr; ed prd \~yo inps the p2rts of thp 

bEb~ ' s body to find ort exactly t~~ matter is with him. 

So_ ptj~PR it i. 'ue to st~ ch Bche, ard the exnerierced 

mot pr can ec:::;lv detect tLat frcn t"e cl-<ild ' s actions. 

The child i p t(,<'n given thp apnrop ri£lte tr p8tmpnt, then 

it ie, rubbed ell oV"r vi. tf. shpabut ter 0r r.H'l1th~lettw and 

el'o~p~ to rest. 

~rhp b?b~'" j2 fpd rrv t'ime ~1 e Or~ps for food. It -ls t-l 

pvpn durin the let" 1-,ollrs of tho nil'ht when both the 

1;118 moth"r c Ed tice cbild are in bpd, the child sleeping 
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wi th th~ breast in its J:louth. I n thp casp of a vpry voung 

chi ld this kind of feeding is not apnroved of becEuse it 

often results in a cold in the baby ' s he8d. ~'he mother 

has to get up [nd feed tLe babY ,vro!'prly eect timp she 

cries for food evpn in tt,e night. This, I wes tal' :i sane 

of t:,~ difficul ties in nur"i l"F e 8 the ch ' Id d ppr' ves the 

mother of her sleer~ 

Thp I'other wi th Little Milk. Thp mothpr wi th Ii tt l p milk 

invites a fostpr mothpr to fped hpr babv. 'Php f08te:r "'o­

ther feeds her oV'n child v-I'o mev bp one or t,"o VP8rs oldpr 

as ",'pll as tl1e ir:fant. Sotne '1'ot"prs di8el"l"rOVp of tl-p 

idea e8 tilp cl,ild easilv cc1"trpcts disp~seE 8'<oh :os cour-hs 

fror t e older child. They thprpforp prefpr to viva arti­

ficial feD j1"~ ins+ead, Drovided thav cen af·nrd to ~~ 

powder<>d ]"lj.ld. 

The motl e1' "ho hES too little milk is hmvDvpr ('dvi 8pd 

to tn'r", nl<>nt" of vaIn-nut snun erd roeSi;"r gro1U1d1"lilts in 

ordDr to <"pt p'lff'ieient 'TIilk. She constertlv rubs shee-

butte Yl '~v",c "'th "FIt on 'lDr brpasts for tl"p se p !,Deson. 

A n;ot"pr ,'th teo little l"lilk is smnp8t"'spO v"tl1. 

birth: oUl"rs rot cpfere t' r<>p ~Oj'1tl,s 2"'P oVP"', erd still 

ot ers rofr in fr~ it till cfter thp sixt~ ~onth. So tl1pt 

it GIl (lppprd 'lPOP ;nd":vjdral ' s t?ctps 8Y''' ?loSil'E'S, pl-

1, ou .. h it 8n1"e1.'1'''' 1, 2t for 1,.'" p'oritv f '/,0 pr thp aver-

e~ e p ..... i od for t~p rea 111nt~ ('Y of sp,'" 1 irterco Jrse i p 

1, ree trC),.,t'18 after c1,' 1 d-bi rttl. 

r;eycerGl. The bEt;\' i8 carried 8rd fordlpcJ by t'1e eldpr 

, ' 8t prs a L1 crr't 'lprs. The? usuell v "i vp tl- e' r to1"£11es 

to e rabv to S~CK. The be.v i- cEressed or ticJp~, an~ 

lull{:(-ips re S 'Y f to it '\.'f'l-'PD it cr-ies. 

~'te by ' " fece i", \'iDed reP'l'l<rly vith cold ~'et 

,iec of t')" 01 to pr.sure bpsntiful cleer feE't'lres. The 
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head; '" moullpd i1"to ahene - th" typical Ashrnti ""lat 

head - with 2 wpt towel, '1"d t_P nose is nllled irto 

st.ape betweer_ tl:e thu'TIb P: (j U e i1"d"x nn -pr eft"r 

;laV~ll,<i tOclched a slip-htly hpcted objPct, uS11al1_" a 

sto, e. 

Wh"n D boby has hiccoup-ll1 s 8 p; pce of t11r,,~d f:rOJP 

b1" old r l £' or cloth is twisted and nl[cp~ OT" itE' l-pnn 

8nd tl,en vetpr is Fiv"1" to the child to siT' or drink. 

T e tv,; 81 ed thrf'so is "'m~osed to stot' the hi c 'OUl'h8 . 

I watc,ed tl.i s t,,'atr pnt ""ver,l timf's b"t cO'lld ! ot be. 

cOllvir,cpo tl at it Lad 81"" "f::'ect wh, t<3oevpr rm the 'lic_ 

a l"01.1.('r 1.011 me L.at it is juet thE' &,pnpr:ol 'ind 'C PT"ted 

prpcticp. Whf'n a bab" brp8{"s wind, c tor'"'" ie 8U"-r.r y'l';lp 

it ip f 01"'llpd, prA tilis irdic tPF t -t "'1'.(' brpslc 'ind 

"Yaa %ut~)kuru pyasi ~ I 
Dke ne ho a t11n ' 

Dkc ne ho a pea! 
Vut lkuru g:'{8siee !" 

Atti tUde towards Nursir,p'. r,"Ost of t'le \'0 "'.'" ";ot',prs of 

,Iacobu told p 1.:_81. thLul'h it is burdplsomp fj'l,-' irrit8ting 

to bear cL..!lureT: ypt "t!"lFY en~o? nu.rfdrJ~" the';r baJips tre­
ll.endo .l~l;y . ./\lursi IIF beco~ es 8 b 'rrl en \'i' PI" tLe husbFY ds 1:.e-

glect. t]l'ir older ci.ildrer t"e '<10t
'
1prs he'!P to work 

nard to meint c iI_ tllei;j. j otl:u -'s of 1 81'ge f~ j1 i 1 -i es <.. re hpld 
in sppcif.l pstep; Ene' so womer of ,T~ cobu wi 11 pay a:r.;v-thing 

to have chi.ldren. They do not mind losi!'''' their fi.p'ure as 

a rl'sul t of bringing forth bpc, US" the honcur ard estpem 
they enjoy are wortl"lY\l:i le . 

An elderly V;~.Bn w&S of the o~in;on that p"rls of 

today '- r p 
Eot 5S affpcti cnatp CIS wo° '?11 USP0 to bp -in tiT"lAS 

past tov,ards Lle'r children. They spe" 01. to cere V" pn 
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pleased her more th"n w:len she was asked to hurry with her 

bath ard corue to fe e, d Iher beby. She felt very pro',d and 

motherly towards the baby c.lld s;,e never allowed t' e baby 

to continue crying for a lone time wi thout attend~ ng it. 

The baby gets sick when she cries, and what is '~ore, she 

concluded: " Awo~ ya " (childbirth i8 a difficult aY d resPon­

sible job), and so tEe 1ta"bJ sLould be -pro1: prl;v c, red for. 

2. WEArIKG. 

It is believeJin ~acobu that ch11drent get seriously 

ill and somctiIT,es die w:"en they are weaned too e,rly, i..e. 

between the ""es of one and two. 'Phe children are allo\H'd 

to suckle U1) to the 8ge of three or four. 1 obsprved chi d­

ren between the ages of two and three s'lcking their preB:­

nant mothers' breasts. 1 W8S informed some mothers even 

allOW o.lder children to suckle the same breast with a new 

baby. 

So: It 10tLers however bH'; n to ',I eal their old er child­

ren as soon as .;e:, realis" tllat they are pre,o:r'alt. Such 

mCithers are Clf t'le opin1on t'.at w:,or~ th"! 

children to suc le \ lli.le t'."y are nregna1"t, tl.e children 

become siCKly c. d sisceptible to dieesses, especi 0 11y 

dicr,,'hoea. V rio s rethods ere, t.erefcre, ecnlo·ed ir. 

effecting \'e8 ing, tle follClwing being SOr.1e of t'em. 

The child to be vea1"ed is LOt allowpd to slee" with 
t',p at: pr; s' e sleeps' n < serer-ate h c' ¥ i t10 t~ e f· t11er. 
Tl e at "r rubs bitter 'lPrbs "n t'lP tins f c' P treasts 

to ,Ke tl" nilk taste bitter. So],eti' ee t',P at, "r S11Cks 

little mil from t.e treaet H d ~her s ~ s 't cut with 
very wr~ f8ce, sc~ing, "Koo! bon, bon!" (Bar! it SIT-ells). 

SLo lODl3 t "is a corvince t1 e c1.i.ld th«t it resll:\ smells, 

,hot t'le n j l.e I.e S t PC I F pc i S" "0. Sal ~ti "S t'le ot er 

t s t' ; '- t' P c' 'ld j ~ afr" ~ d "f 'lI to tLe 'rpu't. 
F r p plE' , 8 feat ,or is p sted tLere i1" order to fri I'h~en 

t e es tc 
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suckle, She is eiven 8u,ptrini it 1i-"'8 lest, f 

11"1' fcvourite food, to dis1;rect II .. ,. ,ttelltion. 

The \\earille of uhi11rer 1" "'~~ '~l 

pxer p1 e , 

pe"'od is fo.lr to e:e:J:1t day. T WdS teld tL'lt, son p children 

stop sAckinc witLin two d,ys, 8' t',P wen ine i com'leted 

once aEd for 811. Other stubborn c'-11drpn is op e 10' ing for 

Bor.,et'le r:l tl en start [11 ovor stcin. 

Somp otLPrs W'P811 t, pi r eldlriren ct tl-Pj r CVrt1 conve-

nj~"ue "iT'F,ut any relation to t,lP birth of tr.e nf'xt cl,ild . 

Otllers b(.'li.eve tnet tupy BY'P iPnrivpd of al-~;V l.OSpiLilit~r 

of growinl" f"t wl,er cL; Idter. are allowed to sue' f' '1' .' long 
perioj. 

::. SCUD FCeD. 

Solio food is int:::'o"',ced bef re v,ecring. It 's be­

lieved tL2t V\Lel~ a bGb~' crav'ls 2Jld -r.;ick£ un 8l11id -f"ocd, 

Sey a pi -'oe e1' uoo..::ed C8SS8va fro' tIle rro"f'd, it l<"lld 
!Jot be 'L; 'ell 8',&;,- fro') it. Tl e b.by ,1lnst be al1o\\ed to eat 

it. Sl,ould He mot,lf'r prpvPl"t it fro' eati,,€, t p food it 

is upl ipved t'le eLild .'a:' bpcoTiP ill as 8 rp8\11 t. TJ- P con­

ception 'S 1,[lat thE" eLi ld "e""p into t lis ,,"('rId t~ e> t <nd 

gro'l\ - 1I ~!) dcr bas f:diui" ip an AS1~enti !'rovprt _ 211-=! SO 

it [oi.O,,1" r,ot be prever:ted fro", P8t i n • It is Bls(' bplipved 

t •. 81 a en'ld ro\' s .,p, 1 ti i er '. d q ; C rer • pr l. t eats food 
piu~pd fre t..e Fr- lrd. 

- thprpforp 
Sol i I :feod i sL ir+re 1 H;ed v, er tuP chi 11 ; f; bet\\ppn 

fctr 81.d f",-ix l.ortlJ.s olj. Fufu is spldo~. intrC'1 CPd beforp 

I:i cllile' is eix month" old. Ti e ,others told p ttat the 

el,ild bpco"es ,dukly vLpy fu1'u is inLrod lcpd e'rly. 

At tLree lllorths old H,p c1 ild is p'iver "akasr''' 'n 

add l tiOl to br p C:f:31.. .:..1.11{. fl1he 11';::K8S8" is giver) by sr'con. In­

ste,", i of u- i e Sllgt- r thr= sv. eet Wt ter frr'ffi bOiled r ; ""e plan-

soup a"~ other foeds 
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Oranges , bananas, pawpaw are gi ven to t:.e chi Id wher it 

wants tl"pm. Frui t is not 8; yen to the chi Id ree;ularly, 

since it is bel±-eve4to oause stomach ache. Eggs'are con­

sidered not to be good enou6h for children; they are be­

l ieved to cause stomach ache as w'ell. 

The cather ties around the child ' B wris t an ivor;' or 
wooder pacifier for ~he child to suc r to prevpnt it from 

s cking its fj_ng rs_ SOMe IY_othpJ"s t"ld _ p th6t th=b sucking 

i ndic' tes hungpr, but they believe also th"t it ie " taboo, 

w ic1, promotes the early death of pere"'ts. Anrl so the child­

ren are not a110wed to such t~pir fingers. 

The chi Id is fed v,hen it cries so there is no TPp-ula­

ri ty s b01 t t',e feedir:g of babi es. Old er chi Idrpn ere fed 
at ,,'1~ tilPe f tl e dRY, er,d esreciall;- when they cOT"plain 

of hunger. Some others pre-chew t!oe food before ".iving it 

to tl e i r c, i 1 ~ren between threp and f('.llr l"onths 01 d. Others 

hcwever 8'-e 8,rrair st tl-.e idea of pre-cl-tev-i",p" food; the:' 

prefer givi~" a feirl y big solid pipce nf starchv ~ood to 

a c",i Id to prevent the child from swallo¥'j 11.1' bi ts of the 

frod "ber tl.E;' are pot "ell chpwed. 

* At tv.-enty-four months old the child is sup>,ospd to be 
abl e to feed I1R1rs elf. The lazy child is still fed b~r the 

mother even 2t tIle ate of t\\o. Fro' :-lOW up to sbout SiX 

years the child feeds alone, ",'-ile d'r olnpr brat)- "rs 

and sisters share onE' COlfd on p18t e • At this step'e the child 

is t~ugl;t to 'lSP -.er rip-1:t 'ard b t f'hp is not I'i"en an,' 

s pecific irstrpctior ir ta 1e o!'y"rs. 

However, as t e chi Id ."rows olCler, f"J' is t811flot to 

e10t nro'J~rly. The fc11Q\ing 8~e "on"" of th, teb,'e menners 

1. Ib- t her. 

t 
11 

The c1 i l d r nst ~,ot 1:"t all :ler fi vp fi {Tprs i r 1 ar 

\ " 
" t-

e1 0 

e8t i ng fufu. SLe T-' .. st 
p i del' fi.!" rs - ph!? 

¥'If-l. The L elf'''- f''; '1 ~ er 
tl 

p t~o ¥i eprs - tha wid­
.... "r b ir ...... l+t-i!r.r' ':' 

~ .JT' rr .1.0\" "'r fc r 01"Ve! -; er -'e S<. '~p +', c~~ ld .; 11 he C' ..... Y).-

'1~.1.,ptl ei::i c fe1'"J1,::le, , tl: prl'l"Yl Ol' ... "s11pll "'il' bp 11Spd. 
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such a thir (" I sprer " it i elinvpfl + p - "It pr F' 

child \·i 11 ~ot live lonc-' Thr.> ild i c ::1::-") 
, t 

n~i tl por "to p.C't ~'11rr'; pdl;T y nr to '", a ":,PC>8 " t 
. ' n 

fl.lf'll. i ttp f'OI1p .. T'l!-' Cr,i11 T!1Upt OP (' .::.c' pC! ii' l.,p PIts 

,.'-cd,:: che\""1 bel P 1 t +1--p ~Olr or c>T-lts i...,t", t f ~Oln. 

As 2 r'lJ P, c' il rireYl F'rfl 'tlot E'uprOf'pH to +·1 

.... -1 pr £' ch.oj Iii 1: (:c, ,~ p co t t., ·1 E' ; t ...; 0 

bril .,..., 1 prf) r)t rBt1:~r ~ 8 l? Rirrp ()f 1- RU": 

+ Y' ~ ... ,.,,,.,,~? 

t y-p /~n;')u.:"h. 

~DP p11t: t n-f' t'- po c"'il~"""p,' te P[ hor ~l:r"'" 

'n~ iVPE t' p "pst tr- thp np~t *?l.:jest~ " r. -ir t l.rn tEkp·s 

Ler share and p8eses tLe rest on, .ll:til it rp: c1 t\ p 

YCll ~e£t ;"'f t' p f';: il:~. 'Prore j P oftt::lTl :: ,... 100 1"" 1 f 1": s 

contpT1tIT' P t1t v,i1..h re[2rd to tLp sh8ri .. ,.g of r;PEt. 'l1c [void 

t.L.is ,~.. .; E e <-lotl- PI' 

before t lPj start to eat. The c"ild v' 0 taKes thp lE-st 

morsel ip 6"U.p ('sed to '18Ve Ewello\'.ed hpr mo+l..-(:oT' r d she 

h88 to ~L~h t~e brein. 

~,'lpr : C _i10 rpfuses ~ r. e' -+, f- (. i'" 

to fil'Jd C It 'r ptl er s} (' is ill. If' pl r:. -~ R !"l:~lf'n ctP(1 of' pn" 

il'rpf'f';, e-'lP i2 ,00i"lfPl t ..... '"t p,.. t. S~t::' e:T tp -.:-';v­

"'t10(jjcil'e tr dri1tk 01" "S?rinepd" witr.,. ~.on·p A(jll,t·~ 

O()T'O'Ip 

the no nn vi t} EOrl/?-

bod:, n 

tiI'lPB or so to p:!r teke 'If t' p f00d .. Thp syJ pet' o'")ti c mother 

leaves se e of tIle f· p ....-r+ "lYI the kite) PY} "j tr10llt 

tLe kno'>ledt>e of the ('hi.ld. When t:le c~iln is lllrur~ find 

gOBR to tLe kitchen j n seerer of food, 81 e co os 1)1)011 it 

but takes care ~ot to Ipt nyo.a heEr ~er or else she 

will be tea sed. Aft"r she I.e shad hpr fill, rcLe "Clays All. 

sorts 01 tricl(s to rive tl1p imprpf'si on to ot: prs thet sl1" 

h8d not touchpd 211Y -food. For ';'tf-·tprc p , £,'1(') \'O'lld e£t thp 

insid e of tl e fllfu, '"'kinl'" 2 1:1011ov in i t; tl~en shp \":on1 d 

turn thE" rest l1p~j <'ip ':lown. At 8 fj ~pt rlaYJcP orp v'01l1d 
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thirk tl'at toe fufu h[s not bppn touched at all. 

Brp' kf'2st ueuallv corsists of pi tlo.er roasted or boi Ipd 

plantain or C0C4v8m ",pr,"ed '1·1 th "nkortol" erp" (ITround ~I'0. 

prepared COCOV81n Ipsve"'). II' the eftprI'ooI', ""'PI' the l:'othpr 

is awa:v working in the farm, thp ' older sibli!w boilfl some 

plantaip or cocoy,m or yam for t' e crildren to eat. Thp 

big eal of the day .is ~reparpd in thp ever.iI':: after the 
arrival of the fatlLer and I.Iotl1er from thp farm. TY:e child-

ren arp encouraged to eat unti,l the;)' can hardly take in 

2ny ..;ore. The contention is that the b8by or child will 

stop eating on hpr 0'11"', when she cannot tske in any more 

food. And po to the Jacobu mot\",er the q'<estion of over­

feeding does Lot <ri sP. Tt is cOr""on ip ,Iacobu to find 

Children 1"; t' nrotrwling bpll i ps, while t'le 110t:1ers do !1 at 

realise anvthir,g v'rong v'it'1 it. Should a ehil" "o",it aftpr 

eatirg, Ahp iA ffi~~os"d to bpfll. Tn tte' 0ppp of p bab", 

it is a Aign ' of Fetting fat. Rarpl'" do '"otl"prfl Attribute 

illness to over-eectin£'. II' sn~ci~l C[SPS ",cprp a "other 

'TIe,' p t rib ·tp tlop 01' 10 'ss' ch PSS ouri r> - t'o ~ dJ:.~ to oV"'r­

eating. 

T~erp do not aupe r to be 8~~ -fooop .~ieh Bre coI'si­

~erp0. s ecipllr ~CO~ f"r ~ il"rpr. Trp chiloppr eAt thp 

nrrtic,'lar';t steA. So;"e 1i\<p -flIf·' ct, pr", do n0t: l'llt "'o"I', 

rowever, t'Jey pn;o' r,; C ";11C"" bOT'r; pp q~0 fr 1'; ts 'l'''''''': c'l- attract 

tern. Thesp fr-li.ts erC' bl"rrips "):ich pil,lt" "0 ]Oot l i kp 

';: hp terr"ed uch-i10rer ' s eT'ec;cl -f(")nfl". 

Gp'erpl'''' EnPE 1r;r"', c'i 1 crp" erp l'1C't ~0r(,P0 tc pet 

.£'00 n c;. tv-pv Aisli'"p. '111'H~--':~ pre rp\~'~r"~r , .. ;t' f('('In~ i"h~v l;l-p 

"rlUlbliT'F'. Somp mot Jrrf'. r ]"'",ieh t1 p"ir crilnrpYl bv to;:,lriYl(T" 

Lf od C1lwHP froTTl tt pr , .. !" pr thp;4 r .; sbprpyp. Ct11. D TFl D1'S}l 

Y'.... A i ""'~r or nep""'er np t' p 8r~J.E" t:1s ? T'lwis'J.Inor.t instpPln 

-f t rv'r.g ti.pir c'l1.1"ren. 



V. "'LI' IIi I. nON. 

wtJ.er +'1--0 crild is t:rpp 'llon+r.&-::, old, tt-.P .... r"t,..~-r nqtE 

;.pr or " c1 "r ber 1)('t ever;' lnorrinl.' bE'f'crE' sh,., "'lvps hpr 

tl1i"'\:s' rl t"c. child ie >pld over it. nur;!" thp d''', when 

the c~ild shovs tte desirE' for elimination, ~ p ot~er 

ettpnds her promotl u • A Child .~o dops . at p";l ~prself 

re' ily is rePfr~ed a cle~n c~ild: end s~e is Anco lrrppd 

b o' the ",ott er, who reedil v l:.r~e" her <'ood nerfOrl"AI'Ce. 

ShOilld e child 'mder four monti.s plill'i)1pte into thp 

mother'E food "hile the "'lother is eatin!" Sl" is not sup­

posed to throYi t',,., food away. Shc> has mArely to rpmove 

t,1e faeces from th,., soup srd continue to eat. There is a 

geLersl belief tLat if the food is thrown awav, tn" child 
\/1 

v,il1 beeo!:'e seri"'1s1,' ~ and may dip in tr" pnc. f'owpvpr, 

v'ller 8. c2'lilcl of pbrve fOll.r ..... ontl:~ pli:"lin8tpf' iY"to 11PT 

mot or let f('!Or1, 2' P l-J. .... f' onl"'.r to test e thp food. bnt Ahp -; 8 

Et libprt·- to ~hro"' it 8\'-a~' "ithout CC'lsir:: anv ~is.ster 

fo tl,p child. 

~'f(Y' 'lbout "}I!ht to tv'pl e mont'1~ old, tl n ",ot pr 

begins +0 tr·in t11 chili to lSP t'r pott h r rp"lf whpn 

e,.&- .. p VBr ts to ei- SP ersr->lf: hut thp c'l1.iln if' c.110 "Ic.-pn to 

uriLe te 8r~ \.l:..erA or thp CO""J:'0lill·4 The 

com on prf-'1ct-; cP, hov"p"er, tE Tl:12t cl...; 1 irpn err-> slloV'"r 0 

correr of t ,P co pOlwd ~~'hprn tr ("\"P cpr eesp V""' RP1VP!3" 'f'hp. 

faecR'" ere 1R1't l'-inl" stout until tLe otcpr js lesE' bus:'l; 

tl:pr, orl:' v,i] 1 ehe cle'n tLem UD ~i tl° e 1<'8:1' or 8 ref'. 

The motler does not ehow 81'1 er or d'B~2st over 8 

child ' B cirtinFss; o'tt other an 11 ts ,-,10 are not mothers 

express disust over th" eh'ld ' s di rti ness. Ther ' eti!ln 

soils t11" clot"(,8 of an 8dlll t cerr~liY f' her, it i 8 rep'srded 

>08 good l-lel!: for tllp cdult. And, "1oreov pr, if' tne adl~lt is 

childless, this occurrence is believed ';0 be a si,,-n thlBt she 

* Insert: At rJ.iFht he j s tC\1~r~t to nso a pot Wi fin ehp v·; shes 
to urinate. 
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wil l bear a chil d in the near future. An adult who becomes 

d i sgusted with a child ' s dirtiness is also rjgarded as one 

l a cking affec tiDn for children. 

At t wenty- four months, the child continues to use the 

corner of the compound as latrine. From time to time, how­
ever, the mothflr teaches her hov' to use the public latrire 

by taking her to the _l atrine ar d performing "liminatory 
functions in f r ont SFf her. 

At these different stages, the mother exclP~ines and cri­

ticises the quanti'LY and quali to' of thp child ' s fapces. If 

a bab:>" s stool is green 8l1d full of slime, the mo t her knows 

that th" child is s'lf1'"ri ng from "Asauere " ( a very high 

fever, 'hich sometimes res'uts in convul sions ) . I f the 

stool is wcotery, it is-a symptom of diarrhoea. I f there is 

b l ood in' the stool, it is a si r that t:,e child· is slltferi ng 

from dysentery. And, lastly, ~f the beby ' .s stool ts hard 

and irregul a , it is en indication of constipation. 

'r'lP Tllot:.er uses certain herbs called "nkll daa nk:> daa 

b:> dee " to cure " asabere " . She p'rir:ds tl-e herb!", mixps them 
. quantity of _ 

WJ. th water apd a St - l lLgro-illa PPpt'Pl.' ar,u !,J.!lgel.' , and s,'-
r i nges the child with the mixture. Certein hprbs c211ed 
"afone nKoom" are also grourd End dxp"l \' th "hyere"(whi te 

clay) and ,'ater, d the r ixture is llSf'Ci in t' '" same v'ay 

in cases of' diarrhree. When it is 8 case of dyspnt"ry, a 

mixture of bround ald driFl" paV_0 W Ip8vef, e small quan+ity 

of ground pepper, and water is moed. 

W',eL a child .u der tv-o dontLs 01(1 srffprs from consti­

pati ill, tLp bbr'.l: of a certElin tree called' "afon" is put 

in t.Le child ' s d r ir.king wat.er t.o purge 1 pro An olrler child 

is <..i\" '" purgative, fOr pxa-nplp, q dose of cas+or oil. 

TLpre is no Sf ecial toilet 18n 'uaf'e fo' d:i lrlren, and 

+ 'J Ere allowed to SrebK "bont ('limin,-cion et STY t' .e, 

X"I::.!, t E.t meclls. 

If' al" old child brPE -s "ind :'otllj'1e' i f3 S[ i d 8 out it. 

ut 't' jt o;;o,-s co tLl<Sl'. S'18 qy bp snsn8ctpd of ston,cch 
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behe. Should tile Chi l d brpsk wir,d ,t ,leEls , tr pot of fl~fll 

is pl'-c"d or her Lp&d "hilf> ellp reSl of tl e chlld, en par­

t2kp 01' t._" food. Aftpr U" 1)'<8', p' ~ i - E l~ [-' j to ash 

tile dish. On tl,p ott. r hard, i -f' _ "'1< brpr s \ in<' Lltf>ntion­

ally il' Irp prp~pnee o'i' 8,)-]1. , gro'lnd pf>p)er if '''f'lPC un 

tHe ar UE to puni 811 hpr. 

ChildrPD ebove two years ere not E 'nr " ~ tc ,pt their 

bedE' ft ni,;cht. Thp child my bf> beater for b"d-wptt'rp'. 

SomethlpS tLe ,noH.p.r syringes the child wi+,r. prpn epPd me­

d' cine frore e native doctor cE'llpd "t~odo beClar1, r," (rrpdi­
cir e for bed-wet ing). CtlH'r times instf>cd of beaVYf' t i e 

C;1ild, ground perper is pusloed up the anu •. 

ShOUld e ch'ld o¥ above six ~eErs wpt tt.e Rlep~'rg 

mat r'c::ul,rly 1'11. njgLt, the parellts '0 r.ot floF hf>I, but 

Col in oIl.tll bo:,rs &lld zirls of the o} ild ' s BE!?, oy1d order tL.em 

to E,(e tl,eir c."ild perfor", the " bosue bor.o" done". 'Phe 

child is ti"d up in :,i s be'-m~'+, en' r -d clay is f p'red 
allover tDP body. She iF led irto the nearept grove, 

after sr,,, br,s been Bc
'
c-rned wi tl! "nsanso" ( 8 kj d of nettle 

\\'1<ic11 ir-ri t8tes tJ-"e skin), fld V," tor if! thrown oV"r her. 

Aftpr t' is perforrrf!nce, t:,e boys and {irIs folIo l er up 

and down tIP VillarI" strpet, siw'ing th" f~llo-'ir"' sonf': 

"T\\odo bi e e! v osi •• okptl __ Auedy'o! 
Twodo bi E e! w0si YO ntama <nedTo! 
Ye!l~ \010 rOllnp-oro Twoodo! 
AbabBEwa tworcdo ebi-nen '0 d\\'P~s Q ! 
Yelle \\0 ronec::or-oo! Tv.-odo ee!" 

(Lit. Y011 V,8Eh ;'Dur .... lot' in typ r,4 ~ht! 
vou wash :'our slppping (1. in the ni<"ht ! 
-lie won't pIa;)' with you, Tworodot) 

ThpIl tLI? cLild is t&~p,. to af' f>11 er 0:- th" femi ly ?nd 

lU."de to s\\'ear t':'"J.e oat! ... : t'r.~f?k[ wo nfit, Be menndv.enso c.:nedwo 

bio!" (Lit. "I swear by your ler that I will not wet my mat 

in t_Ie :<iCht ag in.) Sloe is thf>n led to HIP villege "gyed1\a " 

(the tree Ullder ',,,ose skede tLe villaEe f lk sit in the 

eveniIle .. S) anc b~de to say alOUd: uNpna G~l8~'18! meke wo naT) 

se ,uenndy,ens:l cn"dv,o bioi n(li t. ~ral clfatLf>r Gyadua! J S;'Wear 
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by your leg that I will not wet my mat again at night.) At 

last she is set free to wash herself clean. 

It is bel ip..:l!".ed that efter S1)cl, a disgraceful treatment , 

when the child feels like wetting hpr bed in the nif'ht she 

remembers the pprfoJ:'Inance and gets up to ease hprself in a 

chamber I'ot. Th" s public r< dic <Ie is said to be a very 

effective means of ch~k:\,.ng bed-wett; nE at nil'"ht. 

Toi l_et trai!"ing-is sclnnosed to bp completpd betwep,'n 

thp 8res;of three and four. 

VI. r.:OTOR DEVELCHE1T,T. 

A 1 ew bpby is lot carr; ed on t",e bEck ':wtil she is 

about onp pp old. "'he bpby's rprC! pnd bonos ere slmnorted 

Wle!" "lp;s bp ' r[ h ndlpd. For somp time tl" b,·by'f' bOOl', 

inc 1 <dil1 ' '1" arms, i 8 H ~n moer ttl" cloth ~,; t:, "'hich ",'1e 

is bpil1~ CEr'; ed t tbp brck. At tr.e a{'e o.f' t '-rpe ""ont" fl, 

+,Le "'lot' 1" tP,'<l~ to ]P2VP O]'1p' erd of the bEOb,' 'wtied 
,,1 en 81 e r-prr< "S nY\ t' e br C", to ] 10" t' p , 211_r'I frpe rroove-

~ent. As t-p be b~ Ip'r"s to "o."trol I er "ped [Ord trunk wpll 
e'ouEr", both -c'1r1R 2T p left 1yt<pO ' pn el, p;e hp"n", crrr;p(l 

0n t'ie b ... c 'r • 

The lJpby V'''''' rs a het r '" ,-.f ·"ttor or 1"8' on t rrrtpct 

her head fro"" the ,eat of thp ""ill , ' h"l' t' ~ '~ot''''1'' t 0 h-pE' bpr 

out of d00r"'. So let' es,instead n.p e , 2 t, t'" "'ot' "1" COVP1"S 

her ead "ith flPr O\.n up pr clot:,. 'l'he notl pr c ,'tiruPf' to 

carry thp bcby on her back 'mtil the bo,by is ab ut one ",ear 

old. Even t_ en the mother contjnues to carry her from t;"e 

to time until sl:.e is sbol't:.tv.o ~ pers old. SOTlP moti,prs 

car~ t pir o,bips 

r \ler t1-e~ be2 

.-j ... iYIE, rr:l tivE' 

'til t e~ ~bu t fa r t f;vP" ~rs old, 
81 so 

'e\ b, bips. A brb;'''' Ib~ c r.,..ip" "'v r 

t e P.f' (.1' tr' r' \~E?ll ~'t101l'" t.-., -1 t lnri ''It \! -; tr C" fpt'- ..; f' 

:2' tn·; l C S j I... S 'Y' ..:::lot ~, HS' , '1 - ..., Q": bl-i r P' -; ~ 
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r r frr f~11 inc rvpr, rd l..~ti I P!1 ; £': 'blp 0 -, t vitlo-
out r ,: e 11' Ol"t. Thp " ; l(~ if; r c t I ,- tr u, , >- It 
e p -: f . r co lr~ L p~ ," pr f' p S' I o\~ oR f -; l P. p d " 

t At () (:j v t" -\ ["r t o,.,t '11 1, t b l-pp-ino to 
r 'EL hp~, If' loY' - or '1 l" fit 

Ol one 1pT' !)nd lSirp rotb 11 Y.!!s 

pro pp11 prB of. C, r'rp'Y' .. 

, 

r 

oln De iT1.: ( f"i {lp_c:-t PD .. At "~ 

.)1 l~pr: ('l-f' ur ri el t l" } 01 (1, r ,., 
CT t hlpf .. Sl' ,t-'et~ 01'(37'; E C , ~t '1 

p C -1;. Ad"1 t S r' , " l'·i t' <>r , '1 PI C''''' IT< 
,,~ +~ h i~ iY +, rOT fY'l..::l ,:01' n i 

" i1 " ~n~: c l" t . t t tTl.:'tco ) . 

b""'''';n8 

f + " . 
t t' n 

" 
., 

r' 't. 
, ; 1 (] PI1 \'; +l~ \ 

or f'iblint..., t," i E'E' t ~ t e-'l' ..:) Pr' pot f" 1..l dov'r 'urill beT' 
!,rrct-:r(.H'. To (·rce'l.rr<;.i? :1r>r tl'p oib1":r- c ...... t'r ~r,t'l""r S'lre­
"tir.'I?P 1- old~ hr-Y> 1 .. : nde £ H7 z~r tl:v rir 1 c. } T' :L r'T.<. ri -I:.OY"'3rn~ 
herse

1 
f .. P il r>d PlJ!)3 t r-ld 12 -] 1 pres 1:+ 8~ r tl p f"f"T" f TIoney 

are rivpn to t:,p c ir,il" on !lPT t'irst atte"pt to lI'll-"1' "",e'er 
to congrEtulat F"n,~ pro::" l.ra e ]: (.)r. 

Pc rIp, Y 1 f;I1rT ;_:" n( t -f'('ly('~" '"'~ -1-1_ n11j 1 ri. s .... ) ; C'! 

l' '1' ~r1 

''­~,T " P]~ pct,..rJ 

tied d.th pounded Lprb~ arain"t " flat piece of '11000, a'1d 

s~le i~ stord a~cinst a wa11~ Th"ie practice is rare. ~tp 
corm;,OT!est trp2t. er't for ircbi 1 i " -' r , -. k AS parly 88 i 8 

exppcted is by. pushing up thp anus SO')p prppaTerl '1<>Tbs. 
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This trpatJrlent, I was told, is very effective, and I was 

shown two children who, it wes claimed, "ere farced to 

I'alk by that me47hod. 

At the crawling stc ge, tl e crilcl becomes trouble-

some. It picks pnd pats 81'vt"irl" she finds on the I"rollnd. 

SLe m~y even crawl to thp firpnlace. ",)op "other, however, 

tel{es great cerp "nd=-wE"tcb~s ll'.et tlw babv 'laps rot huxt 

herself. Should thp beby burr or cut herself, t'l" mother 

is compelled bv custon to nadfy her husb?nd bv pivirg rdm 

yfl, s, eEps, erd fowls. The husb'end Jrl8Y even d emEnd a she"!, 

if t'.e eccident is vprv serious. 'Phis ilO prpctised to chpck 

the negligence cf certain Jrlothers. 

As soon ?s t~p child b,,~ins to welk with som" depree 

of ste~dineslO, sle is seloom carried on its mother ' s bec~. 

She is by t> iR +i"lP I!enerallv too heevy to be carried 

about, and sLp n'B.' be cerried onl;l' wren thp mother goes 

on long dist,rces on foot. Usually th" child ;s left et 

hrnne in ch8rge of older siblings while the mothpr gaps to 

worle on t'le fam. 

Betweer. t;.e e :-F'S of tv a ~r " five +>, e chi ld is not 

A...,.J --;: DUI • 
After tI •••••••• W l"'r. Sr,( 

lov,ine, p&ragrap : 

<T8 cc bu cl ilJ. ey. e j J;Y J"l_J L'L 0' sid~ \, i th "l'."'ir plu' 

m&tcos ar.d so 

illl ess. It i~ said ;,QI: E cl.il i Cloes 1,0 

he~self and so it ib not nbtursl for a cl"ld to sit still 

unless sl e is sick. If or. the ot' 8r :.and lOhe is all o;,ed 

'lip her '!leel e'd t' en £'0 to bpd \\'ber :3' p v'erts to. 
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ee pd to s't behird t'l' cr ild to" -nort ' 

1 r frrn f'B1linL CtVPT, nd lJrtil ~'l~ if' ir,lp 't wi +\-

out ry e l[ ort. Th,) '"'1 ;ld is r i t '1 -1~J.~ t, Jr .... t h'lt 

e p ~ f r:-r CfJ lr~ .... e~ v l' or C'"~ e E" c\- q [-i ..... 8- f tj ; r 

01 on!? 18i l-lY'''' lsi r.,IT bot}l 1 1":1..:)8 

prrpelJorc to c~er> • 

rpri. + C' r: l;~,.:) bp ..... i'tl'-- t f'it4p_ 'te-r. A+ I}-';C 

("I -:.. p t ...Jl ~.pr. r>1 f' 1 ... ri [71 t 11 ' 01 cl-i r Ir t"l t'Y (:) 
r f' ~('I 14:.. cr t "\rlpe. Sl-'p ets O","~r • ceo -l r:t '"'0.P a I "s 

E' C 

(">f' Y't C' t T i -r i 1 t, h p"Y P .J C 1 

tt ;,t 
tc i ' ~ y <..- t 1- - 1"i f" t;r P !?'lP +ri P;" +0 

+\'-Pl'P .,...r,v';"1P t 1-~"" ,-. ;1., 'Pl1 '.";+' 

r Oth0r 
Or Edblil1L V"t,e 1=>8 t ,t p r> ( Pi:: 1101 f 11 dowr ~Turin'" ~~r 
~r{'lC- ':('(.:lC>. To P~'C0'lrt p 1-='0Y' t'l() pi.h'"!. ' r y 0"'" +l,r """"I'"'lth""'" Srlrre­

tin'!?f' 'If'loR l' C'r '_t.nde £OTt'" <.. 'Y1tly ny"", P , ""1' f'orv'f 7'n towarns 

herself. l' i1 "0 t {"s "'~ c eJ 1 prps 'r tf''(i r t' e f',,~~ 'If 10ney 
a, e Fiven to t::p c'clil<i Or' 11 r f'i rst attenpt to '" 1 T 'n o~der 
te' cOI1grfJtulatr prd ('n ...... Ol ra~e I t?r. 

1'r: r :P, r '/";rrT ip Y1r-t .;').,... .. ("\'" rn .... ,. (>''1;1,,_ Shp;f' 
11 ("\, PC! t 

[air t t' a 1", [' )PC el"~olce.d '" ~, p v'·- 1'.t::p ten 
e rl:' • A (' ' 11 ip rn1:' ~ ""'-'C-1 ~11r ~ ~r w"l ;!lr } as bppn 
de] "';yo 1 "'or t\' rl Ir - t' i" ['he 

,<-0Vr>r p-::'rc. cec:p -T " c:.- '~l"IPct("\1i 

tied v,i tL pourded llerbo "peinst a flat piece of wood. and 

slle i~ 2to d ae~inst a v~all. ~'h ' E prsC'tice is rar-e. 'rye 

com!.or1est trpet_ ~rlt fo!' ;l'18uili ... -to \ .., r 8S P8rl~t as is 

exppcted is by pnshing up tllp anus So:;,e prep8rpd r prbe. 

* SPE dia.r.-rw on P8£E ~ol 



After " .. 

lov,ing pal'agre.p ,: 

ACD""'Ilill . 
'" 'O'! n'espe adr' Lc fo1-

Jacobu cl:il ren 8",jvj ,,1_. i"'L 0, sid 

mGt,s and so ~·.I· etc '" cr~ih; sits still, 1O""" is "nsrected Lf 

illness. It is se:.id ,hOt 6 cuild doos nut t ;1'< and ~'vr',y 

hel~elf and so it is not u&tc"'sl lor a d'lj tG sit still 

"mlese, she is sicK.. If Crl t.L e 1....' r _ 8L;J ;:l.1.l. i~ al -~~ed 

. .leO' pr. 
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This trpstl1"pnt, I was told, is very pffective, end I was 

shown two cbildren who, it wes cleimen, were fo:rced to 

walk by that m~od. 

At the crewling ste ge, t1 p cbjld becomes trouble­

some. It picks pnQ pats anvt",i'1.,O' - se,p -rinns on thp <'Tolmd. 

8;.e nc y even cre",l to thp fi rp1'1lecp, 'Php "other, however, 

tE'ke~ ~re2t care 'nd::,v"8t n 'lPS tJ et thp bebv 00PS not "'urt 

herself. Should tl1P bpby burn or Cllt herself, t:'e motJ'er 

i s com'(lelleCi bv custO)"l to npcify her hllsbend bv "'iving him 

y~' s, e[FS, end f0w18. The husbqpQ ffi2V even demFnc1 a shpPT' 

if t 'p Accident is yprv ",p",i011S. This i" nr~ctised to r'!,>pck" 

thp nealiFence nf certein mothpr~. 

As soon '" 8 t' p child bE'O'i ns to weI k wi th 80m p d pprpp 

of steadinPRs, i:'he is f;pldom c"'rri ed on its mothpr ' s beclr, 

She is b,' tl ii:' ti oe "enerRllv too heevy to be carried 

about, end sl P 1 ey bp CF r"'i pd onl \' w'.en thp mother Foes 

on long disi,rces on foot. Usually the child i8 lpft at 

l' orne in chBrce of old er Ed blinfs whil e t l1f" rrothpr EOps to 

war" on tl'.e farm, 

J:letweer tl e:PE of tvo 'y" five t' p child is not 

rllo,,'pd tn pIc'" oftp, o"tsicp tlo.e h n U8P for fe~r of 'ler 

gettinc lost. S' - j. vrrnpd not to nll1" ip trp 8trppts or 

go too fpr 8\\8' frol t1 p 1rll'se. She is o-f'tpn thrratenprl 

v,it" tl.p " l"'''!'ltwe 11 (co;<') err' "etpte 1{-al"'or " (mp,., I'ho cut J' 

off be8rts) \'I" er '"""1'0 tr; Pf: tC' \,'rT'''lPT'' ('Tf' or "('11!,,"'{ in t'1() 

"trpet8. So)"'''ti p t' p atl'pr 1'1l1n;s':!"~ thE' 010ild b'- 1'1118"il"'P" 

npnr>pr lP t'h p er 18 if' r-l"l p C'r t.; ')'"I1JPe to ~ ... Y1 4 pr o-f"-P iO 'llhp 

U'otJ pr S'"01"8 ['l·ar' ,~ f' thp (' i 1 c1 stp"s to" 1"1'.<" "nts; (ip ;n 

t"'p pvpninp'. Af' 13 1"11 p bo 8 rrd not ".1 "18 1<f'l1ell" \"p~ijp", 

eT' nl"\metps; b'lt i,., thp pvp in·-s c" p "'f. to CO~(> 1 0r p ta 

r vp h"r me'll ["ld t',en 'a t.o hpc 1I'ler 10' p waY'ts to. 



VII. SL~"'<;1, 

t 11 T rp llpr 01;:"\ .!'"irr [titF 1"'" roc;. +- f- fry '17 

t - , r PI - ; f' +l t, 
c tc bor1, + 

-' (~ p 
roo} C • - t t~_ 

( t pY +'p ..... f"'t in inp tvp' lor 

)T' t p '1~ r rt .. 0111v 1") 1-i p~ ; rp co ... ~.~r:lcl nri pot, PO tn ~ 1 eep . 

The oldpr c'lild:ren srI" left to t' o~sel"es. '1'h-rp ~,~ 9 "'1"11-

oro" ( p"t-

t' Th C ll1cpp_ 

~" Is to; 
rp , 

Pf' not 
tLpre js no rpr.:.d to .;-21 or forcp her tr') t ... " E'r 

fee" to. en tl-_';r- ~~('r.ut Ct'';lflrE'!' "'rp 8110\"'Prl 

y ;; ') t r r pd ... t ~ r • t -i 0 .. 

tr T 1 ~ - -in_ 

Tt -i~. C .... O! 
r-r ctir-p tn Pr:> r. ·l.4r~' rlp,,\';r 

1 :tr' m ,.... 0111 i + n j .:1.01. t F .. 8 nIT p cd E , r 

r) e to lil3t r
r +() l'-l" +, -s· rl -0 tr up/j b tv'"o, 10 p,"', 

ty,d t\l";::lvp mi in';, 1rt. Tt ...... Sp. \'}1 C:f"'. ont t,0 nlA;r 8tF~ lo+e 

eno CD ,Or e )-rt",',een t e ho,tr. of tf"'n . ri! elpv~n. Tt is 
COr lJon to ;:., A rrotLpT's C:"" ou It i t'l t} eir 1st p ;11 p~:r'ch 
of t leir c: i 1 iron iT' tlJp right. PPrf'l1tp do not 

ut trc)sp "Ai'lo r pm8i _ 21"1 "'lf~r indoC'rs, b It ebcut t.} ose 

wlo t ..... , tno lorf' out~;r](;). S'~cb cholnrel1 prp bp~tt:'n or 

{:l perer+·E 'eV,? t .... 0 to '('ok for t' pm.SoJ'TlP 

cJ,tlc!rpr f8 1 1 !1
Rl

ppp v,':. .. pr .' r->y "l;c-ten to AnanEP f'011~ t~lpf:, 
c'rj t .... ppp < rp 0arfoiP0 ;r:-tn tl p b.o(lroom if' tl~p'r .... r.o "rOllnp", 

or '!lir c'1pd or Elppnp('j to V" -0 l'f'I ; i"'. tl .oil ~rp oltieY'. 

b'e\\ cni lrJ'rpr :13VP pr-nr'r8tp rTletr- of t" "'i"Y own; two or 

threp (" -ildrpl1 P"STP E In!=it t0r""(:ltr' .... r. Tn RPVPTRl of t'l
c 

!"lOr;] (If' D£ r, ..... .,. tr ! 1 (j ch-"l irpn pl ":::'0n tor pt .or ; n a rO('lIr. 'fhe 

mot. rf' '1.1)~11'~ ] ('<:VP +"p oli.or -r-i 1"" ')"-1 ot' n:r T.ol'-i:ivps 

to ~lepr jn n ~ \,"rr.p ,·llil c> t'r-v r.n to elpe" in t1"p;yo hue-
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mother ' s bedroom. Overorowdin- is OOiClmon in ,T8cobu not be­

oause of laok of aocommodation, but sleeping to~etrer in a 

room tightens trr-e- thread of kinship iT' " ff'l!1il v. Anart' 

from this, ohildren between one and ten years and babies 

sleep with parents or relativps in order to be more quickly 

attended if anything happens to trp.m d'lr1ne- tLp night. 

Where the parent's Ihre tOP'pther, they 81 so s"2re a 

OOTI on rorm vi th ell the children except oloer boys of ado­

lesoent afe. And the latter are not sl10wed to f'l pen in 

the same room with ('"irIs of tloe same age. A sick ohilr1 if' 

alV"sys transf"rred to her rrotl1ers bed. While sdul ts nse 

bpdstesds - either iron or woodpT' - all ohil~ren use mats. 

Altholl~~ children do not ennper to fa to bed eprl;v, 

eS1'eCi811 v during r oon] it Yli",hts, tJ:AV ."et s'lffic; ent slepn 

beca1)se v'hen theY fell "sleep iT' t" I" sfternoons tre'r pre 

not dif't'lrbed. Older -jrlp nf teY' to twenty "parf' ere 

teu/:t to we!':e un ?t Co a,iCl. in o1"der to ~o to fet"h \"etpr 

fror, +'.e vi1l8Fe well 01" st""p"m. ",nd to do tl-~; 1" "Ollsp\'-ork. 

A p"i1"l v'10 "OPf' l1.ot WP fP 11n e'-Y'l"'\'" iCC'< r(:'l.:~r(led "-n It !) kwno~~'of()" 

(If zv), ,- r"l is c('~f'i'l prpd 11I'li K:pl v to {H·t e C'oon "'n"'bnn n , 

bpc:nsp men do !lot y.ont to ~errH 1~?"\T .cir'p. Trnch ~mT'h8I3i8 

is nl~~C'ed 01'1 !T;")"'lp ret -ire- rT' p~T'lv ~l'1~ niY'lp" tDP-;r Yl')llf'P-

V\or/ in t-iW€, "beC?l:U?P, it:. t~(,:l -Pi T'f't T'ln("p, t~lPV 'beVP to 

'V"allr for ~bout a wile sar f'tiJJ1E?S tn, O"!::'t pomp Vl p+nr, pnn, ~('>-

connl" it i<; ~oL"';nprpd t' ~t if c'1P c10PS l"oi: bri"," nomp 

ylpter in ti!Tle, ' Ar hOl1spwork- vdll b~ "plc'Ted~ SOrl-- .c"irls 

get their vater rpsdv f01" tl"p "'e~~t dp~ in t~t:'I p~Teni'1,~, P"li! 

tliis prOOpd11re too n.slfee eo' p <'1 rls go to b,,~ l'te in t 11P 

evening. 
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VITI. !'''ALT''. 

~ealth rp +~2t hBbi~p pp~ 01~Q~ ct jl~~'-r ~rp 8Vr~rpp~ 
wit: . r -inf"1)<':>10n :"rnm s~l octpd l1.PT'bC' cncp ir q t~'rilp At 

othpr tips T:'pnn,o.r E nn ronr.d &; n ~Y' i ~ T"~F' Pc1 11'0 tr p 

anus of t',., old"r cr,;l'-'r"r to s fp-u~rn thpir 1-pn1 t'1. Tn 

pdni ti 011 to this "dudo " (hoi len hprbs) is ·iv0r to o1rl"r 

Children to drin<- oncp in 8 w1i1p. ~10rmpl1" cril(l",pn ar€' 

not j,.''"p1'1 pdicinp to t:' lre 11nlpsE thp',' arp ill. 'f\Tpvpr_ 

the-lppc <::>ir'::"le enc orcinr>ry hAf'l th Drac+j cos 8re err"; ed 
o'lt. 

(.;hil-ren 2rp 'au,,-ht to clear,. their teeth e"er' l'lorn­

ing bef r" brcekfast. Thev use eithpr a c~ewtng stic~ or 

cr shpd ci,ercoal no the sten of plantain. Thev t ~p 
tLpir c 8th c t ] "8 ct one" e day. 10 pdol escpr,t i P F 11 ow"d 

""i r tp"t'l 'pc '" d t' "iT' heth. !"houl;; or edolpc""rt, 
t<' de 

esnpcieJ ly t: p fp'TlBle, ''"tP{~1r->ctLt11i f" pimr1 P T't'Bcti r>:n, 9hp 

~u jPctpd to ~jdic'l'c 2n~ told in tho fpco t'~pt e~p 58 
'C''tl IIOT"pte" (i. o. !:I8' Iii rtv f" n "1"11 tllr~). 

or t ~F n r8~iic~. ehp 101d p thrt i+ 0r~~-'npto~ froM thp 

com or "~~~ti ~e t!1et a "0 pr llnon ''1 ,irp' h8d ~ ""Xl)?l i"ter­

co IrQ" \·'t~, her, uebcnd rt rip-Jet WI'''' r"F"lr""i! ~c Irel"",r, 

end "r"d ot to DrpY'2r p rp~ L'le~ .. d ' s ford \"j tho'lt fi rst 

Levini:' vas PO hprself. 'P'1j", t PCiMP e 1ltor'p";ic211v Ue com­

mon orectice of GIl ol{~er ~irls tnj ad 'I ts. Old "OMPr in 

particular observe tLis custo', strictly, bIt -oderr girls 
do not lay mllch pl:Jpi-,<.sis ·on this practice. 

'iO'lng c' ilrJren. v'; ose p&rpr-ts rln not know 
lch f'bout 

cl PLnlil,ess 0" bout wi thout 2 bo th for tW( or morp days . 

So'"e p,r"nts on tr.e ot"pr h8rd -re part'c,1cr sbont the 

cleanliness of t,,"'ir c},ildren and sep 'hat at IpRet they 
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are was~ed in t~e evening before they go to bed. 

A sick child is tenderly cared for; sh a is carefully 

washed 8nd massaged with warm water. 'i' .. en either menthola­

tum or thermogene is gently but firmly apT-lied on the body, 

especially on the affected parts. - She is ~;ven medicine 

to drink end ground ginger is ""used UD the anus. The he at 

from the ginger is S1dJlPGsed to p"ive w' rmtt end heel tho If 

the illness becomes-f'2irl:" E'er; O-,S a native doctor is sent 

for to I'i ve tr"'at' ent to the child. Shoul" h" fail to cnre 

the child, s', e is sent to the hos1:'i tal. I found that th e 

so-called dispensers, 'ho go about selling patent mpdicines, 

charge f~r too teevilv fer thpir drugs, e.g. one tablet of 

Vikelp :\~ :;upyos p 1 to do Vio'-'ders, a d it mey cost anytr,ing 

between one ar' tv.o shi Ilhl,~S. J:'arents are net enco-lra,<'"ed 
to s pnd t" pir chi ldren to HIe ',osDi tal when these tablets 

fail to work their miraculous cure. 'l'he si,cle child is '-cept 

in bed, rett(o>d, aLd enco'lrc ged +0 eFt anything she likes 
and afJks for. 

£'arerts do rot allOW their children to p12;\' or run 

cbout in t 1 0 rein bpccuse tbev c'1l1.sicler v'etness to be ver" 

dd gor '8 to heel ti1. un the ot _er ;1E-nd, r:ost cl"lilCiren are 

seer to ove a"o't wi thout a clot', on worm deys. l>xcpnt on 

very CO.LQ morl,ings "hen mothers f'ec t' at t' ey Vipar t',pir 

clothb Cl 1 ere seated oT'· 'r1 . fi:t'p to weT" ~Lprnselves, the 
is 

COIL er practiceLfor cLc 1,4ren tr to about sterk ne'_po. Cold 

is someti les considered elEnger01 s tr p[,l t' , b'lt no one is 
partic .lary bothered about 'it, sipce t',p c1.ildren ther.selves 

love to fO atout ",i tLcut 8l'y c10t11 evp!: or very cold orn­
in,e S. This is pertl;,; due to custom or trCldi tion, and it i A 

!oM, r(;-l to 'Ieca, se it, llov s t~ p cr ildI 'n ",-lOh freedOln of' 
l' C'\ 

OVell l Powever, ildren EreLflver S'I 11 ponts to .'-"1'. 

Dir+, is rc.t COl Eidered ' r£er n s to t'.P 

(; '~ld, ~Cc. :tse RVf-! ucoies ere E? (0 HBt p.rl to 
fr,) the <';1'0 J.l d, tl p gPLer" 1 bel i pf ue i 'L t' 

: eEl t', of +,~e 

{' ~cl\. ~nil eat 
t f000 s p; C "ee 

fr0[, 1. " ... d ... rof.ote ... rc\t'J.. CvCrp&t' t. i~ c_ or Cl on-e 
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c ,ilore'. /"or en er, ch'llren n "[ rine [1''' I or vce. ~ scretch 

t'lemsplvps ~ 1110 It beiYlt, hppdfd t ", ':;'n tl p tel i pf t'"' t t::.i.s 

~i~1? e L~-npprs uuC.c L.l e li.r>p ti P.. 

C@rpr(11 
donp by 

~ PJ;! J'"; r ~, t f 

I... d + ... t o-P :} 
tr i i (f "')v ~ pId bp 
'1"1 b. '" • r- n. P ho;r "'0 hAS 

n iR oalled RobaRbs" (0 WOmRn-

mucl, to tl ' rother. Tf 

m tlpr!) that is \"len so!et'~-ir- b-it,t:lf' l'i.t 0!' f'omp~'inf' fplls 
out co(' 1-- 16 }j:nds, in?tp'=l] of se.'~irrr~ 119fJ"Vfl p!n (C' I 

f t pr!), 

all) 1e lif". Cn th" otner rand, if '" 1rl e"'{cleiC's: "-':C'" 

e!" instead of "Ena e!" "" e i:o cOllsi1pY'ed to be 1), '··v" "rd 

dar·i11t. f (r 1 se o is oel' ed It be barima tl (a 'll'omaYl- "v). 

A '"~ 10 c;'ji.ld '" [ij f'ccur<,~ed fro • SE 'ciBtin( too much 

v.itl,lif ' 10+j r 81 >-;e is tolrl t1.'1; i.f he does 1'0t refr0in 

fro/,j :0 doi_Y" , '.loP will p:r0w up irt,) 8. fool. DO~"S of abo",t 

t\~ pI V.c r; 'Vor do r~ot, c 8 8- l'Ql PO, pl '-',V "-i tIl. ""'i rl q. Shonl (1 

,r. to, tI" tJ tA:lr'" ~~1'"'t i")'"l .; rl e t t""C' Pf ~ ~n ; R !'PY'1X';rrf'nded 

F'nd dri"pn 2': ' by t ,c 
1:--' cnncprnp0, \"' ( tpll holm: tYen_ 

.... It (i .. e. \\ P :;>0" P ..... ~ rl 'i b'l"rs' ;:<r:~f:).The 

8 + P l' 0"" f!"0m 
bO'"f: t l{t 

....... rclr 

oth, r 1" ; e 

f n 

r ti ... '3 pt: pc tJc~"'e 

t1 pir}p Pt pl~~r; 

1" l) l.ll-:-';rf! tre 

br-il tlo up ) C I), P t 1 P"· 8'--': bou 
rp 01,11) nr'Yl rr .. o 

", ..... _p V r U11 fT b" -E )0 

i rot'· T'f' In \~, tp 

p y no p" 
r -t l' P he 
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fepr to be c~lled " obanba" or "]""a8ea" (p fo!"'l). Some 

hoVl p"fTPr Pl ~ r.:7 (loi' <. ----1 rl s I ~ ('Ib, -+""'11" i 1St I CP I c0ok-in,q 

for t erri~plvps, -:--t1d c<or'otip'}PP , Flnirp t'- po nt' or wl,P'Y1 

tl r-rp 2Y>P lin ,';-"01? 3ro'11~d .. """'nt in 8'lCh C?SPP i IT!1pdiptc-l'''' 

11P , t -,e t "~- seps " s; ctpr coqe .; nt!, the 110useL 1"1; s ont of 

t::..p' -'"J.se tr play· ithout ~ 'Nord to h; s b+'pY'. 

As p r'ue bo: c '!.POT -R1)b E' n 8.""1" itl ~heir fatlo"T'c. 

bec' -lee they Ere t~U;:;llt to rpsrect fnd obey a.,Q I"ork- for 

t e • As 8 boy gro\ 8 old"r, he cul tivatps "~'J1'rBthy and 

love ,for the 'nnt"er. He has some affection f"r the f"thp1' 

if only the fa-~er loo~s eftpr •• ' properl"'. T' PI-: he "'ill 
a1o .. ,: s Te- p ber 10i [nl shn", signs ~f Crftit'lde. Bl1t if, 

on t '1" "ther h8rd, t[P fpt~ "r 11po-lpcts riB children, tre,' 

only vi Bi t l'im occ'e8i'" elly. 

Thp mot' 101" dop 

1{no\ ~ 
., t +' ! .lC',,"j. t'- e C""; ""1 ill br';n IT forth rnd inCrpE'Rp. 

Ve ' UlPbpl' of tllp n ebUS1lE " , the be,:T nevertLelp8s will 
p1"ctect rer 1 91' 1 c is old 21" ~ fee'le. 'l"1"1p"""p is a proverb 
\ ' i 0' 

~r ,... """ce). 

~his is bOcalse it i. the mer. ''-0 will build a loouse fer 

t" e " bU8 a " in til e8 01' d,nger, bury tLp Q ad, end nro"; (jp 

or 100" c ftp! otl."r yount: IrP bers of tr.P ""busua", i. e. 

tile lIctri li!'P61 r.,,,rews aI, nieces wl'.o for" tee " 2~USU:"". 

Arot"ier nrov~rb r'lts: " :Jbp,' tve bari-na ba fip"(lit. 2 ~or:"n 

t 'lo:.bc.r1 ·181'.-11u 1001"S ~tf 1 ... 4 n otl ""r-in-lpw, ~Y\n, if' 

e i - ,o-o')d r "m trp'nE' tbe Chi 1 0ren for thp "8bu8U:"". '1'10'18, 

a - iQ r~efc 'red 4'~~ en ornie rA~S01 s, 8r~ 8 ~irl for 
brir f'rr+' . Anr ir t: i e 

c 
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X. STBLI YG "tELA"'TCn:. 

Py pnted. Shou]~ t~. , ~ 1'" f - '. 1" .. t1"lP -. 1 pr ' S 

Et 1 cr ... is pnl[-'Iro-ec, '"t~lp iF: told t,18t +'"C prl~ ..... ,..,..p~r:pl"d of 

the r::to 8C~ je =-1JJ~ to r'lvprp~t;nl!. IT' tl-p c1-.~ld ;2 incrl?-

d 1Jlons '-'rr inquie:iti ... re, and il1fd"Rts on 1{110V,''';, '1"11ilt is 
,r,lOt inside tre StOII8Ch, s',e is tol"! to keep quiet I r~Lto h" 

toO' inqnjpiti v " , But if th, child CS"i'; I<)-0r" l'p' 1ittle 

brot}- er bES cc"e f'rCl:" rl e is told th,ot hf' C0lJ'€, Dr' "l the 

r.'!Otf~r ' s sto-,8ch, "nd tl:lat God p't j-im trpT'P. 

If''t not 
ir .:-ipt on -'r0vil"lC"" no\"" l' P c n

! p 01 t of tre et0"' C'h, 0t''''pr­

S_p v';l' bn trld that "odi mnpnjnseF 11 (lit. ~o ~_+ to 

know hat onl:.~ grov"n-u!,f' ehC'lli kY)')v.') Ford ~1..- p i Cl t1 p"Y'p 

fId t}~.pn ri~cc""'r~p'-o~ 'h~~ .... r";- Jilpef1S to f'tjf'lp ... ,- -r'll"thpr 

"J.EE" bppn brY'n tl .... p "Y"'rvt rll1~"'r or:·~ i p ""~1fpn to 1 Cl" .... r+ or 

Er~nc oL r tr. lJp t ~-pr ..... ['1"'(:. C'f'. 

tf...p rcn.r b' b""r .. J SQ.JJ1 co Co::lSP "·~P:rp +·0 rlior 'r1 

~11.(':klinf'". 

In ?TIot' PT cepe t}~e oldr-.r child f'; 11pd t~lP n"'\'" O!lb"l'1" I ~ r o~et 

IT'outh, , ..... 1 d l'VP8 t y",tt l--:' Y'8tPT \,.11E?Y"l fi0 onp W8P loo'.ri!1C'" (in: 

thpr' cohe pinched >-nd beet hpr. Fnrtll"Y':::>tpl"'fr t1-.p TJ10tht")r c~mo 
on t d' "'~ot t-d [c VP th", 1'1i Q c'-1i eV~'l- Chi 1" c ~oo1 bi>eting. 

The ~;}ot·-r::.r S"J11'3 :..rp~t r o;+'-('c,t';r-- -f' ..... Y' t1-r: '1 0,"' C' "'h~7 

En- ('tllF 11 r IITJpbr:<" ,s';-f' ri tr--l' t}p ""'1,4PT> '_,'l--..~_ tl--. t ;~ 
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faVOl.1.ritp P oyrr tl-pir childre!1 .. 1'J111p f"vl') lritee 8"l""p nc:::11PJ1 ..... 

the hpb~' of H,p fa--.il~'. Parerts tr' H .. 1t ?P DOSS; bl P !"lot 

to TPvp&l tl-pir-'P-:·f'~~et;(')Yl T"'()!' '''In-o:r 0' P n -rt-ir-nlFlr cl'ild .. ! 

Woe tol" t'- t ?f.0p.r>ti r.n nf ~Y'C>l' Q f'0r t' p; r ,..1.,..:: 1 AY'Dl'1 n p_ 

the- I SE'" (') C~ so. l' PTe t'1P f"'\t''''pr '11 0 + ~o nf 1""I11r;.c' .!.,.. ...... 

t~'1E? ,l4oy cr.lill fClT ~l1cl,--in(T tnp . tir PY' ('lr1P, p-ir-;'l;r toln 

li "il<"l' lOot to ili) ~n ' ~ei o. In 8' (,thpr c"se tllp olclpr 

cLild de1iG' tp(l ;1' t R ir1ep ,.,.p ooettil1M 8 ;,'ounger brotl~er 

or f:istpr, Ii' c p callpCi the 1e\\ born ""by VPT':' oftp],) i]'1 

slept be"i"" t p bo;,', too'" c r rf ",ill', ('rid .'hen he 

cri eo, r ~ c~ 1 Pc' 1 e ntLpY' to ~ttend hi. promptly. "'hen 

she felt real'" in a ["ood ood >01 I" w(",ld try to nuree l-jP1" 

'()-'-,~ .. - r , l)"i::: ~;r~~ )()1,.·ner\.iEf<-ce. 

Us 11:, t' 0 n"J t' ... r-: .r.~ {" 1 c +1 

tl p pvt 

r' I P t t1 P 1()t' pr. 8:1(" ie ("gYri t::'Ir1 ('1'"1 +',p b...,,.....l{" pvt=>r 2t +'- p 

of' d v (' r .; .... l~t; i -F ~~ e nt' pr -l I .:;? 'Ylot b('3come preC""I"IP-l'"'t -i 1'1 

stO\ ~C "1"'l0r h r. rrl1e olc~r E;"=';Y >:: (of' ('l. lrse grr'lw ~oElo'lS 

D~ the new b~~y, prd s0~p+1~es refus' to ~lp~ ~ith ler.011pr 

ci i 1 dren pre 't pry- RPV-1 (;ebule, T' - .. :- r pe~ 1 o~p c· r~ 2~~.-:I 1-- pIn 

t eir lot~ler +( T.I."lrRP +' p ~'f) L pr It i") .-:Irer. uowpve:r, tr ev 

, b" ;>1 to 'n>]'(lpr off 'fro~ 1')1 p. ¥ou!'.C'''r C~ild-

t, 0'0 "'bo lt her 01 n wor". T"" 0]'11" N1,' t" 'P of "('>']'1l!pr 

cl'ilc.1r n i'" tl E + P prente ['''1d "'n]l t.0 rjpl i ~l't il" rlp'inC' 9r" 

~jI1f"'i.l. for t' ell to 021 eEl. 1 noti cr-;i J ~0 +1..- p t C't1or v ..... 'r~ 

,... .1.;10 P'1 

+ r,'''. 

, 1 
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v'i tL vl crr Le ,ay plRY ;,1ioor 

Thie d;ct'n~tion is no'icPRcl 
'p ",uch 'if' 11lr'U 

YOll.n ...., ilcreYJ of O:-"'I'"\OfdtP. SP)r p'a':". · .. ·r~f:tlo, Rnr T'ove to-

t..;et
1 

r, ~'lt ['8 thp,? 0""'1"0'- nl--1pr t" ~'\. bn ..... in t,., rp ..... '; p tl,at 

t e:- ,:- .... 1 iti-Pfpreri:i ~l1d SO 'b.:::>l'r'f'p 0';·~T'erp t1~r. T'l-,PH f'p .... ce 
pl:",inl'" l~ .rpstJi.n.'" t('-etrpr. 

BO~ls ~rd nlder si~'inpp are pl~i~l e~ f .... f~ ~tin 

to be e:trorrrr. Sihljn""s o-f' ]'learl""· trF e8IT'P PPP Of'+,or fj.","'t 

£l~d querrel irrpspectivp OT' Rpv. ~lr~r 18 ~e. P~Fll~ nrise 

:crd "ppreOl pI E'l"ticlpf'. qOf"\pt1rrles P8T'I?!'lts 00 n0+ r
11

!1ie-' 

ci-d'dr,o}'l for ~1"rJrrp11;r . r7' fir'ltin('!', b'lt "tr~· tc: pettle tl e 

i'<ODU·PS. At tiTJes t' e strol1<7pr s;b1ine is Duni<>'lpd <'or 

bpf't;l1: itoO 'rcungpr 8ibljrC~. 'G""'pn ~":bl;n"'"£' ~rp -F';v'-ti P', 

:notber.e bG'""oE)p e:..-ci tp,l in tLp f""I' nt of r>re of t' PM ~pttin(')" 
Y:Cl)t.dp(j. Q1

1F1"'rpls arp frp~'lo1 t 'l)pt\"P()}"l e'in1';n,'T~ n-f' -:llT()~t 
the Fam~ sCe ir~pspPc+ivp of pp.r. 

I f3q'N ~ r'2:;::.p v" - prf? !:1)- olnpy> p;r1iYlp' V"-S T'rp""(n-tpo f""om 

h ...... _ en i""'O" PY'lrl r:.l"'-.'~':;::n? '''"; t'-1 t'l~ "" hv ('If' hc.r F'l'- t, t}" p mother 

"bp~r ... (:'f'r~re'"' t1"1" 9f'r~i" t ~+ t\. eo t-"~..,:~)V !Ii ...... 11t bp ~f1j'lrod. rJ1hp 

t';l" "C:- ..;>- 1" 01' rJllt!"-. 'l'hc "'ot rr '::>p ~'''''1'''7''' ~d .... 1"10 C:-}>-"1+",,, 

over-.:- r '" i + ' Fr 2t f~_p cl'1pl'""' C ':;1~. I P.1,-.:; ... ,....,4 1"("1'" t.,.... c:-ho,,' 

+'-" 01rpr:-' il~ l-(V- .l.o 1 '""f1r11r:. t',o r-pb-'" fl-'? +r 11n .. '-,pr tn 

rr ..... c oj F'P it. S"'p rr.r('lP1 tr +,- p co' ITj cpt..; On :-::.' r1 '1' opr }
10

r 

BUT''erv; ".:;,.., ........... ,... ... lC o r c'-;ld ",pli""" tP0 i1'1 h·~ ........ n1;,.., tl p btlb"''''. 

But ,.) Pf tl (> ~'cl;,..,p' r'Pf"rpc' +(1 ""'r}rw ~ c2rrvt:n'" +, r hot"., 

tl'C' fl0t PI' "ho::>cq...,..,p to() pvc-i tpd nd rp+'lle'p,1 ..pl~tJTr to p}l nn. 

leer t . Tho ncC't' "T" S "1";~FV; 0"'" ho~-~p 0"1; t" l'~(I""''''+~n~p'l P 



XI. RELAT:rONS TO FAR":"TS. 

A child in-..T 8cobu PCl"'''PS tn.rr>ng", t ..... r> f!i8t~nct neriod" 

her life, viz. childhood 21:'\" :VOllt)1, ,.,'hi,.,h Clrp sn"nt ,r; th 

her f· t)1er 'rCJ mot1'pr, tc 1-.,,~ s;" ivpp obe,,; prce end 

affection. Tl1ere is no lev' abollt shari,"'" chilrlren in ,TCl­

cobu. A man ';:nov s froE U"e day be IrClr-rj ee t1"e WO"'1an t,-"t 

"yenwor»li" (lit. 'H!' "0 net l:'ec::pt children to nrofit by 

them). This mpans tr.&t thp fCltrer '18S 1"0 poweT to D8V'1:1 or 

sell his ohild "J Py l:!~ ~nCllrs a d"bt, but hee the Ip"'al 

right to pa'.l'll :.,i:c npr:,ew to pey i p rlebt. 

Whey a womnn i l' divorced, she "on1 " take t:.e ""'Jr.g 

ohildrpr l v'a,. When th" c'ildrer ,:row 'l1J, thpY,'oonJ d gO to 

visi tt' e f· t'ler if thev \d s1' "d. The mother wO'11d DOt pre­

vent tlpID fror. visitinf t' pir f'eV-pr apr' st :ing ',..ith h:\'~ 

for someti.me lest tre father's "nmoro " s1'ould kill them. 

'£he f ther ' s " surs'.l1ll " ( spirit) is bplie"ed to h"ve "ower 

over the:m. 

~'ormE 11;; "1ost "larri pd worn P1" 1 i ve ~~~ tLe i 1" Trothers 

and cla1" relntions. A f"V', l<o''''ver, S+2' ;1" t1'e SAme 1':01'.SP 

y,ith tLeir hupb8J (Is dup to noljgsny. riv('s (ionot live Tlpr­

manently Wi th t' pi r 'J,'lE'brnCi" ~de.y t " " sn- e roof, but they 

follov. V"e s:'lE'ter of 'rp"1)in,~ rouse b" rotetion, epch peri of! 

leE'tinp' for tlrpe tront,:". Tn C{'SPS , .. , erp "'ot-ber:? st?V v'ith 

the;r '.'lS"8'G" Derrranpntly, t1-],p cJ;l~l"rpn vi:"~t p.,,, -,.,tner'e 

" "bUSHA " becau"" tl ev knO\I treY h~lon[ to it. In SUC'l casps 

ITeterr 13 1 c'Te d ot "rs edoTlt onp or t'''o of the childrpp ppr­

n,~re'tly. Wherp tl'p rot' pr live:" ip t'p "Clbup'lefie" (fpmily 

1 "'lse), tLP ·r" dD"'rprts ne tl'p 'nOtrer'R :oi stE'rs and bTO-

t eir notl er. They all live tonet er nnd enjov tllP S~Ir e 

ric)"t" p d "'r; ,·il eF"" vi t'l ot1-],~r c1-],; lr'rpp. There is no 

ole: r distirction between f;r"t co"sins, and trey ~ive t'"p 

S8lJlP res 'eq,t, "lhedi ence, snri af"-ecti on to thpi r met "'~Y' a:l 

e mts as t: ey .Q'i ve t ,n t:,e; r 0 ''1' - ot"Prs. 



54 

As a c":ild grows up sr e ;~s tEu!,"ht by her 1" rpT ts SOMe 

lessons i n et i quette, some of whi ch ere the ~ollc\Cinf' 
The child is taught not t~ '~se che.int:; stic'~ in the 

presence of her elcers c'd PErents, <;r1 never t~ creak 

wind in ub I ic. She is t'lu[ht to 'we tue left h9nd 'l;"avs 

for to'l et p'lrposes, end to Us e tile rip-ht fnr e' t' np' 2nd 

gesticulation. She is tEugllt Y'ever to use suel eb'lsiv p words 

"wose" (your fatller), "woni " (V("~lr notter), nd l ok"V;esee " 

(fool), end pot to stare at Bny person ' s ~. Cp UY'lp88 8he 

is 2Ct', 11\' ~ddressing t'1e persoY). The ch; ld \lst fl,"8"s 
\'/P' -, "etzm" or "pieto " under the cloth. rphp net:::: " , 2 

strip of red cloth, is ' '-rr by I"trl cpt'l"PP trr- +, i{,he 

End tuckpd inside the waist beeds in fr"Y't er1 b"biY)~. ~he 

Ilpirtot, are pents worn by boys. 

She is ta'lght to say " a['oo! " l may I come in?), or 

Knock before 6',e enters ~n:vone ' e· room or house' and "he 

sl:ould root "ntpr ,mtil th~ r"uly " "mpe! " (co'·o in!) bes 
been c-'l,vpn. She iE 0180 t :r£'ined to a--oid t':ose tr' which 

in later life make ber conduct qe-t'onBbl D • Par '1".' Y'cp, 

she is ed'wsted stcinst sE,,"u81 offenc""" she t" t""ir pd to 

be c:;ref'll plv'8Ys in r .. er dealings ~i th others, t(1 ("'lerd 

her trng'le, to r"?s~PC't ot~1or 1)Ponle ' s prr:T'Pyoty, 11 ate is , 

lastlv, inE+ructeri in : .. attpr of 12n tr;.bol"'1£. 

Disc;1'line. The discinline of thp cnild Ialls ('11 OUell 
paren'ts a s a rU.Le, out genera.Lly spea](ing, tne mother t enas 

to .Leave al.L severe ' ti'lnishment to be l.n!licterl on tn" "".i.~C1 

by the father . For one reason it ~s traditional for men to 

inflict cornoral punishment, and for snot' "r reeson the 
women ar" too s:mlpathetic. The father has a small pair of 

"mpere " (whi'9J m&de out. of an antelope ' s skin, with which 

he ch~stises his children for pilfer'ng or ustnF abusive or 

oflensive language. 

It is '" grave offence tor a child to assau.L't her mo'ther 

or :rather. The crime is Known as "bo WOhO dU8"(lit. clubbing 

yourself with 8 stick). The child is fi,,,d a srppn or fowls 

for Vlliich her mbtprnal IT.cle has ,0 P2Y. If "lC'l proiliti[-
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tion is not forthcoming, the fatLer has the right;. order 

his child not t.o L st or co e to hi s fur eral, arJ 1,"I-.i s 

means that the-..!at.,er's ghost will surely come to c18stise 

ti,e of: ender , Vihen :-,e dies. it chi Id ,a;, rot argue or quar­

rel Viith mer parents, especially tLe father. Should a 

child quarrel Vii til l,er otLer and a ce her "eep on her 

breasts and beat herse:J f, tIle cr.ild is supposed nc t to 

h~ve a long lifp, 4:'. t' ey SEY ",octi \\onJrv,a so" (Le.slle 

hes shortened the length of her life). 

Quarrels ecp'ler<.ll;y arise ,et'lleer pererts and children 

from acts of disobedi.ence on the p8rt of the latter. it 

child, v. er.ever s: e L8S t'1e C8 lPe to, £.8S to complain 

to the eldest of the family, the "oparin"; lmcler no ciT'­

cU!!lstbrcps ;" 6l,e tc assa II t :ler perents. Fallily d'sputes, 

i. e. between" cL"il -] an' 0t' er, are set",led in He "81)11-

8 11 8 11 • l[;'{ ( ~ e r ... re ~.' \ rri, g, t10EE '11...0 settle tle cese 

do not reprim:ond Lpr in t'.e presence of the child, put 
poi It 0 t 101 i tely i ~ .PI 'ce"e sl e bel" gone rOT e. 

The fatHe" teo d~ tQ be too do ,ineeri g over lis 

c ildrer, ~_ d;o c;.ildFen e,ererEII J fee r to i v fr"el:; 

v;itl1 thEir f~t "rs. A motl,er '-:1 tell bpr s n vhen he 

'i~be _EVE' : "tv. gn, ViO p<."c b e."a" (wait, ; 0 lr fat".er will 

COID_ home). SOJnfotj, es 2 "aot- cr '.S! qnar 'pI w'th fEt. er 

in t le PI S. ~ of vhe C:-.L i ld p .. " PL. 1.l.I? f' tber is too 

severe in ir fl i ctino corpcral pm i 'hn er •. But t:>E fathe r 

usu811~ disree;prds t'ps q-AcILels, sirc~ e i, "e~,0ru-Llle 

f( T' tl P Sood behaviour of el ildren u d hear: tre t Ian." for 

t"eir ruisJet e8J OClrs. : 0t' ers ;.0 ar" s~ '8"" pti C a~ te 
their cbildnm's ally 'n corcPLl; 1 tLeir .)p'" teL,-viouI 
frOlu ti .. eir fat~..l.er. ,.rhOl.l + e f· t.L_Or, l.ndpr t~ So ci 1:'0 Anl­

st&l.ces, iptectA El_y,:ljrg brd ue ti~rs th'? otLer a tittpr 

not 

"otc,lifo" ( ilc ) by' ci L 
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to protect tl,IO'm from harm. 'I'lle ot':ler teec[.PE' 

sue gro.s, how to cook, to "8sL rer cloths, t resoect cypry 

one , c 1 d Of> puli te ever, to the dO! eetie E'erv" \"t. 'T" e . ' rl 
is teugr t to be submissive to her ll'u',br'nd ,"'" "n she' 1:" about 

to D8rJ:y , End ho., to fletter her buebrndi'l order etta'n 

things S11e illS" neE i fr .I.. Lilli_ T'H:,l"e ~ fl. D pro"f pr ~hl c\ rl1T S 

Uns :"Te e'eremE' bed'e efe 80ie esen ahoc,denf" (LIO'. a 

war.lan I d tCilrue gets thin€:s !1lorr easily t' 1 n ::: f\1 rnn,' m::H':). 

Above all, SHe is v, rr "d rot to call r I t Y, "ek'w r SPE< n (f">ol) • 

She is instruoted in fEr -WOl';:, ee thtt in lEte~ lif' sh(> 

cun help hlO'r nusb~nd. The girl is 11",le to E wf ' pped or 

cor-fill d to t. e cc [curd for ;)ir,or offerc~s, '.c. i"sobe­

(lienee or ref .tf:el to Garr;v O'lt instr'lcti or s. 

"Len '" 

bo;\, Ct,n d 

10'. LF '.S cll pnough he :'.11 ZO tc \ [~ - t f £'f" wit'. 

Ii.. If t, 

'-.d c , ~ 1 tc foll::" 

for t (' r 1"'~o:=~ 0~ 1 (' rn-i..... [1 +-,.'"1 e. 

t .... 'c:11? Ie' cs Ip~ 1'1 t. T'1<":! -ret l('r T' [y, rp I • -j (',:f i,"; ~ t'lP 

BS ell t 

c.. b-it I f i-if. 1 llM +c fc..rr. '11--'pn 

p pv~erpc>:? f~" hi"!}. T~i pr: ctice, how­

-i -\.~ ~ ryr""QP~t tp.j. rp!, ·~7 i tHe.. t +1 e 

bo;y hiUlself' betrs F11 t'''(-l ex:nr:n £'?s \~itllr It 'lPress T'il:' ex-­

pectinI' eryt,l:iLe; fro!!, t,P fatl,er. 

An Uncle's Posi+jon. Cf 811 the ot,.,or rple+iy '8 thp lmc1e 

has the great PEt influer_ce on E C ' ld. An u 'Ie r:E rpmove 

hie ",,;;; 1'20: pI! (nepLe",) frOi 'li - :f:. t' ore :} 1"(' t ould -t,he f"lt11pr 

l. e toe pcor tc bri'1.f ur ~i:? Sr'lfl T' cpprl:. TTo "; l' c l' .i ~ 
(\<. 



57 

end C onvtr.c e 1, i to co'.,e to stey \"i th him or wi t'1 at other 

person for tLe pnrposes of le<>r' irg a t,..r1e by '"loi' t;,,'g 

rut tc l-.im rov' per his f8t~"1 r is, d '.1 ... ,,~corcHnl" to 
c lstOl .e c 

v' er l.Le die~. 

C thp o~:er hflnd; ,r nel ,'1' [,'viRe hiE' reT'ne¥ to 

st_ J ,it', his frtL r,"4f 'p fc+' ",.. is well-to-do, But on 

tte 1':101", fons rm·pin wit" +j-pi,.. ,rat' "I' 01'1.;- if t.",~ f~t"'pr 

loyes thPI, ~7h"n t'lcy frm ol"e"", t' P;) bpl"i,. to trke en 

If 

'r 

E' 

, 

( 1 eC. 

~ f t Tt~ rr Tprt~, 
~lo iii 

If 

, , t P E' 

(\~ ,,+ 

- r ':1"_ t' 

r"" . it' 

r PY>t;, 

"C) 

j C'1 ; , 

y p~ t,..., 

f + f' .... Cilr1;"'_~c 

'1 i -j , 

, , 
.-.; I r.> \ 

~ 

1 ) i c r'·l 

Co t r ' ; ~ IIQb1'c.- '~II 

(+-1 po f ..... t,' py>' 8) +r ..... --lp, 

tllrr " (ST'i l"i t) . 

~ t t' , ~' 

SC.Ll r.:>- J.-

P~rpt1t~ , 

so e e tent 

1 ' , " 

t' ri t;, 0 er t' e i .,.. C '14,' 

Jfl tLe child 'en i.:~!. I 

to exeroi ~e C ' trGl over them entir p 17'. 'l'Le ot 1pr h8s a 

sa" ir .. , er dfl \.;' .... f;;r'q . Ir4 Be e, , C of~ , I-)-.,~o Pc:' ElL ""'1-<0;-
i' e' Ie. 

, t",.. P +' pre -i_ c:: ..:Ii Rr' t :d,op r,:::.r d 

C. S p 0 r' ~ t p- ~~ -1 r n':r
t 

t e ~ s i -lE i ~C' + P t' i : 'r ; ~ 

." 1:, Ee _lp :1: t pi 0' -:::!..::re 

.; r .1- rt p'Y' d c ; t" +, 0-

'1 
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value t"c t cour,ts , grown-up cr. I dr"r •.. ,.) r p~ 1 c'ct c ir 

p'rents el.tirelc' ere ree;erded 8~ cpir., LU 

futter ref'u"eE> ,0 look eft 'r ' < f' cl:' lcren, t:,e.e J p him 

no dett of gr:: titll.c.e, 2,- I.lL~r~3Ir~ t e~.pectt:!d tJ ::; --nd 11irr 

sny p> e"E'nts or cere for hilIl. But tJ-1e childrer o"'e 

debt tG t' "ir mother which t. ey 1". 've t P":\' eE 1 r " 

ii: elive. 

XI I . ~C2 ES31 'S. 

A cl"il(i is r""lnj.erled f('1 "'r( _rr( 8", i.'S" .. !"ll£'F~-:rp", 

v-itL-i.,. +[1= f<;:l.il.., ~ircle .. Sre 71'.Y be Lt-·e._PG for t'.·~ b:T 

L.l'oill1d pepper pusLpd~ ;LT:" 1. pr aLL s. T1j,p.r( ~ ... Cl SE ~r ich 

"Oie rre:£:" Cl~' Ldie ;, e:f2, 're. ote" (lit. I 

t~1e 80m t_ ir.£ oelor.£ihb to fetLer, ! t2~ s(reet irg be­

longing to motJ. .. <:'r, tL.is i~ ho\'\ etEc:.<l inc- .:; g le21' led). In 

of enol=? C ".1i t+ pd \' i t~_in tJ: p f:- 1 i l~~ t..:on PS ,}' rer a 1-: ffprent 

O~ teLor~' fY'om O~le COL ittl?d ollte-i.jj:! "_.:...t circle. 

Th cLild is ,120 inst,r cted rot to taKe +c.> S be-

) Jt er ~elbers of t~p f· jly for t~p re~son 

tilt t suct- sr.~ll prccticeE u8uelly leec to bit Der +1 efts. 

For thi~ ::::2 EO r'?aeon cl~lldrE'n 8.I'j:! 'v 8r e 4 Lot t\..- '{f':I r:: c'n~r-

1.: e e.. f"h.'r 

to ELot}1F'l' and calces -'b.t=; l:2tte.r"t1 Ecre8111 or cr~"', _:1"? i
e 

scolded O.f,iL ser-ic. E ce ns. C If'fed 0'<: nrply. Ar:.. q-ffectjor.­

£:te llot.dE'r lJ CD[X e c: iIi! ' e'" iL~ tl e lU:..Ic\ f'Al ~o.JseLsiol1 

. 11 [: + ,-,1 1 C _, t (_ 

Til C:.. 1: p~, t . 
L t rc 

fC... t E 0-' 1 tl. e c1:. 1.1 d t. f"' ' ... t -i r c 
,.. fl.) t c -; r"'\"r i ""t e -; 1" ~ Q s. 
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On the ot: erhtnd, BOJ P r2r~YJ+s 2!"'P etror.. prlVocptps 

of' the ' sperl" t~ roc cud spoil +"1' c'· i Id' polj cy. "'he,' 

cllild 0;', obpys ar y o:C:. t <ORe- pr ' ibi tions, st.e cnffs : er 

,rr ptl~' "",d Iero"e:;: ,l:p ol~sc fr II ''''r. I." • )'nlp, clild­

ren pre not p 'Ylisbed ben the:' "C',' e 'at et ei.!lpC bp 8
L 

t" elve J ~.rs I f,VP pOf! st-'s£ior s 

\',rele, ver' little rf clot: irE, is p",n'ided. A },[by 118c' not ~ ... ;. 

ore 18.D t: ree dre ..... ps . .l> .. '_" ild of t\ 0 or £'; ve f"!9;, POE-

~ess r 0t l Y'p t' an tl rea ~reSE.Fe e '1 t' P f'[1 e n'.lt'T'ber of 

clotl8. It i 8 "pl~ e"ed t' ct c1. illrer Ere gener'll;' des+r'rc­

tive c..r.d -~ tit e 2f:te prcv~dir~ tt-PTI 1 ";.I,.b I1 'c' clot'i f!. 

,Adultf'. t:trk ,rat cL il,c1reYl tHCrt t" ap,e"I rakp aE t~ey 

1.i.8.ve l.O C3 l lse to 9 3~ 8 ed _nt ql ite 10 __ £ t:1,-

co'uld 8::,pear !,a" d ;"' p ',15c vrtil tl:e ppriod "f cd les­

cenCf. :::1, t. L crr at ,10me 0 '1,' ': er t'e or'ld feels 

cold or v, An 8. '" is Lo'r~ to sleep. "'~e to:8 lSlally sh're 

tl eit' possessiol,s ir cc .. CL, b'rt t' P girls e~" yeI: 1'2rti­

cuI"r eb out tr.e little U.eJ pos> ess. "'he beads l.ic '.l are 

\\OrL a'ro'Ur.d tL eir ¥ '- ists or d rists L rp -P"['+ 'h' +hp othpr, 

lild they use t h eir rnrthpr ' s toilet articles. 

As I prev ' f)usl J f''tated, rc s.<ocial Lt8 ti _:2r;-- ~r "'C"­
able f :trnit lre is s"""pci 1'v "''''''ovidpll 4'01' t' r. c~:ild"'en, 2111 

j ust for t p f'2 e IPoSC, 

CL'CO _~. e C'e+ f<v 1,.,..it tr'l f 
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th@ adventurous boys. The to; j s "spE'ciall~' Ilood ro-,. rUT t­

ine; bird~. Two lenL,t' s of tLe im er t b f r c~r a""e ti ed 

Or to t,_e two eLds of a feP"' ed p; ecp of wend; t e two 

ott.er ends of strips are conrected 'i th E piece of lecther. 

Vibel tne boy wis,.es to' ki:Cl e bird, He ph:ces a pebble In­

the piece of leat:J.er, stretc!.Le::.. the stript of' inner t'.lbe , 

and releases tne pebble, v.hich is Q;_med [t tl,· bird tl:lroUf"h 

tIle spece between the tva ends 01' tLe fork. 

Sometimes tlJ.e ,a ~ o v~.ier buys "WaSa-'i. asa 11* fur her beby. 

'this is Clsually usnd to attract the 2ttenti0'c 0_ a b,-b~' 

from (L'lytding she is eng2ged in; for example, ,'lhel1 a baby 

is crying 2:_e COD" eaE:ily be silpnced by sheing tl", toy, 

nede Ij~e SllJLll es~et £ld co~t8inile pebvles End jingles . 

:n local tOJ \ t i ch ot'1 p re buy for t; ; r baby 

g~rls ;s ti e 'le~u2ba'I~, but arert frorr thfS o g irl _ sually 

ma..l{e t:leir Oi-.n toyo <...r_d c.oll.:- - "aL ..... 'erit-,&it~ ard II' r o c1eb. n* 

- v.llich the:T USi.lEl" ,1 Ll.E'e for se~-c ple.., s. 

Frc).u t'!.elve ears on\~crds i:_e child eets 3l! incrp2.se 

in t.l..:.e number of al't~...;leE 0::- clothir.Lg. 8Lp l P t 4Y.B -i:o ark 

lLC .. rd ei t __ er ': i t:_ tile .TIotI.Ler (err v, i. tll t:.le fe.t.:.ler if he .; s 

a. oOJ') or on hpr own, irl o£'der to buy cert1:-'"!'_ clot .. H~s and 

olo"11s "ersel:f. All the ch"ldrer, r02ses" ir, COB Ion certain 

£..rticles lit<: a (;1.:[ b, a bll irror, 8 bru~h, c ti~ cr two 

of f~ce powder, ~ bottle of hajr oil or rO~Bde1 
ck.o .... "tS 

I.,-y hC:ive it dividuBIIJ Or.€, cr t,·o l-Cl;.!.. -. of --tiiE.( 

Ehirts, ~ t_lt, OLd t~o cloths, ~hil~ tIlE' rlirle 

Tl.p 

FE', 

"':0 

boys 

t\'o 
Fl !:l~r 
~" 

e~ch pOEseSs t 0 fbsl.ion&bly sewn r'et~ve jrecs fJr special 

occ1::..sic.L_s, t\ 0 ot' ors fo. V.se at Lo1. e,L~n~8.-i r of ~ 8tive 

s"ndals. All the"", t '-,ey keen in their individual rOl' t man­

teaus.ruos" or "he Days and gir~s have wood@n boxes to 

hol d their possessions w)-,en their parel1ts find portmanteaus 

too dear to purchase. l'iben a l'i r1 OL- b oy works hard t o 

purchase for themselves any c l othing, the parents have no 

control over their use. I remember when my cousin, a school 

.. See dia.grams on page ,.0 . 
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girl i n Cl ass Six, came from Jacobu to stay with me, she 

had only one cloth ~md a tattered school uniform. The 

uniform was fOlded and wrapped in an old heldkerchief, and 

she informed me that she had to work in a rice field for ~ 

certain man before she could bU~ ~he cloth she was wearing. 

She had been attendi~ echool in the same cloth because 
her ra"tner was relu-c"tant "to bUy her a new school unit'orm. 

XIII. SPEECH. 

The last ttirg a Jaoobu WOlar ~"tld 10 is to appear 

indifferer t v,l en 1 er baby ori pc. Shp instir otively rps­

pords ct OLJe r~ ap;::r oeoL'"€. HF d'l"l Ere askinc" for tte 
o&use of tl ory. A ol.a~" \ 0 .le I'8tl"pr 1c0 hnnl'r: thaT' 

starve 1 PI h~ld E d so o',ildrer '" ret us'"ally or~ of 

hm GeI "err ',"netr ' ot' er is abo It. "'1 pre is FL expression 

"hio], rw"<: "Ak !) da~ ,~orr O;)c" (lit. ~t is pE,irfu for a 

ohild tG gc h. gry). 

Crip~' of l,a'u are at 0110e hepdedto. I observed S OS8e 

in ", i 011 "ot I s tOG. t:,e sid e8 of t lPj r uhi Idrpn V'!Jen 

t\lO iIi 'er 'i e 'e fi" t i 1.g. 

1'il'S" -,I 8e ,iJ. t p E trL,1 geL' 

rp"lPr t LV cf t~ie otl .. -

T' e t; 

c' i I I 

iln :8 

r 0" 

co 

i 

'1 

t. 

'"' 

tpate 011:1d 

er c:" 1<1. 

.... ' seer l? to 

q ,a,r el viiI 

Pain CI ai.~;o v 

f atl pr w ITS (' Y' \ e' II ct' 'II;) heho i,DT. 

[ter bpi.! pi .... ' ed, s~ c> is lot heerpd 

tL; Sle18", in~ ead, 1-e so et-i1Pf: bPon d t'r8s1.-

int;, fur 1" .il b U) neceS8al'~' I 0; Sf. S01r F t -i ps ;;'li lc1_r~r cr 

GIt of sheer taltr1u E, 81" 't ',' «n. tl Lpoilt c" tL2 

SU L C. 
~, li .- be.1,. Bo. ~ t, r I" "L. 

!"ct CI.- .u~-

IleCtESa ' I. uileE i·rl gr 2 .ice; -', "l ~ £ ll .. P 

"Ct&' i I (1' a L.:._l S 1 t \ eEop) • ~ 

.... '::: S ,'s all, d8-
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~UlOe superiority Over •. irIE c·r 1 ,0 tl"J tr,1 tr ('01 inC'e tLe 
"irIs t; et t.ley ere tLe stror.ger sex 8r r] try tt bepr pains 
~ithout cryinL' A.lOtLer re&f or Vol y bo; s dorot bolt e ' r l s 
tend to cr,. too after is t'lat ot'l rIO er CO.il' ag ) them b,' pettin., t~J.e.~ ur.d1:U.;Y . FrpLl~ E bout h tee 0i' _'LP , naren+;;-j t..u 
t;,eir cLild> en not to cry unn e cesBsril" . 

Fel'f: t~ ·ogerd ;aD,)' t&ll" &8 c.Hn.lBing but rut improper 

snd so t te; ignore tl e child ' s early voca l ize+ioo. T'e~ 
Know 1, Let t',e bEby V ill eventuall;y ,row out of. So!", ~ i"'es_ 

cLildrpn are nicknar.led b.l' t' e misteirps of tl'''ir eerly voce­

lizatin ; i.e. if al.p sa,'~ a ven' funny word, th", nal"pnts 
or siblin/'. te!'d tc c[ll 11 p r by U,at nane. For exe .rle , if 

she said ir.- 1...pr infaI2cy I1pUl"'U " i IPteed of' "Foku", ,e'l--J i~ 
teased v i ilL:"'f ~ ret ever. ,',hen she gro~s ol'1er. 

'1'he mOLlu'r , e .llts, aT' Eitlinc ', ':.0 carr; 'LL (.eby 

UBUBlly tclk to L'r _l.°n th~ are rCC~1nE LeI'. mle b~by is 

tlSl 'ed tG ~Cl'E ir. c<,m ectj on t· i tL pettine.. then scol(ljng . . 

Adul ts ere V"!, ,, f"r,d of oabi as ~nd do not scold t,lem however 

troublesome tiley /0",/ be. C14"r cldldr"n of t'ive 81 (j Six are 

;tiOl'e r.:ften talked to in COl'Hlect' on wi +11 scalding. 

linen fltl'ang rs CJI' v'i si '"ora arr; erol:uld, C'1 'l'drp:l ar'? 

generLlly tuld to moduhtp ,: "ir voices. U.lJall;- ;1' fhe 

afterno II.S \'1 " 211 iE qn~ et, ('hile]r"r' 8ro r'ot l?'rpfo!,pd to 

S'le Jt or, t r 0 .... t,"'ir vlicPt. S" l' 1 is 1 apT en, ',e,' 5~'e 
Scolded b~d sert ortside to pl~ 

Th~ {!'er ~ral pxnresc tort 
Ueed in Such cirCUl"etcpces 1":""0 m'E'.Ie ;>SO nv'::> eij;d~" (:j. i t . 

let cur "8rS ~: to e,t). T~c ~"8Son for silFlcinp ,ft-rna ~ 
r~oiRes (i' \J)Ji.ldrel j 2 ·'.&t 8cl"1 t:c: uS'lallj ,"di j-,tr> 411Y'

i
n-

the c.1't.c rnoorJ. L0i.ses 'iT' t 

\Y'lPlj c1 il'lr~l 

ellt8tisr~ 

giail; ty. Ad <1 t" t' "I selves do rot b ii, l" COO'lt ,~reml atical 
cor""'ec tr P[ f. 

i ""Prj 

1 to l"j,.l E-reml 8-

(:" + r"~ s intelli_ 

G
r

l,·rLll. spee'cir·c, crilc'rcl 8r l ' ,i e4"0 "
nn 

]'l~re'+s 
or ~ ;1k arc Iff" b1

rs ,',' <' 'loi~ ;r<JPCcll;, i t'1. ' Y:r. A f",,< 
t d'l 



of talking' lld Tla,~'iY18 "i th t',"m dl1rinp- H ir leisurp 

hours. A lPotller-4>er,c1s to shO'-lt at a cl'ild v"eY' s'iP worries 

her ~'i tL her fantasy, especi ally 'IIhen the r ot~.er is b,),,; 1;<' 

wordn[ or cookine-. The mother v, 'II liste'l to Jopr O1'ly 

\'hen tLe child is in pain. 

Children are nO~_s1.lTl"'oEed to 01&:, 0'" S eElk freel,' \,; tL 

adul tSj the:; ma;\, ana do express tLemselves freely aLong 

the'T,selves. Adults are not in favour of childr"Y! associat­

ing too much "i th them for the reason that "familiarity 

breeds ce;r,ter pt". The,' are usually srubbed by 8dul ts whpn 

the;· terd tc disturb or give tLem too much trouble. Thpy 

pr adults arp arolJ.nd, 

but 8iJ ct., 1r,en,selves t;, " 8re a+ 1 i"ert: t') eypress their 

vie'llo. 

Chil"r=-r_ are I'ot 2t{,.ec tn '"} fcctl[ll~y prpcise in 

hat tl e: Sty, nor are t; e;. reg 1;T'O~ to "is'~""puish fact 

frol" fEr ,c,s" at apy age. At thp cOP vf Eil( or seve" tiley 

uFgir. te; Ihe in a' orld elf re<L,t~.j t',e~ terd to Ipcve 

behir.~ £:antt.s:', C .0 beE,ir tc s,' >1 d L "IPT:2.tS, "I +l'i"lcE ps 

il "'e 1 life. As t' ;r0 i ol~- bpc? p ablp 

cr ~ ~~cte0 81\0 ~ t_ di ~Ttl L i .... · 1"; L.t fr<...! tl 

to tell It- 'il~r8r f("Y" 

IJ 1 J. L, 1 C 1,-- t e + _ p 

I t ;,' t' ';~('n;nf ril s-

tell t - + , .t ,0 t' - r 1 c c ; 

c· 'I' °v e(' tell j' 

At l' ; r l If \ F[ fl' - f· ; 1 1,... "for t' ( ; , 
, ,., 1 0 t 'J t '-'0 ... :--'i 1., '., t 

] i f'Ll1U"P. 

v:.~v~ .' . ~" Sl' ~m, T~" 

" ·'t 1._' ,_ 

Af' r ,. .. -L' rl " 
• 1 i Z+'!L 

1< .. , 0 i T ~ C I' , ; , 01 E ~ ~n ,," , ere ..L~'.;-
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Eol ,mps 

on rlour ... li t ... :.ic.,h --,s. SOuP of ..... 1 p. e €:l:.' It: care p18; ed Q,. ri 1"1 e 

onl.)' , c..nd t~(lese are l' r ' tho::e l' r.d? t[,P~ oet eF'n eipht 

and ter ~ PEt ~: "as~ ", "a I.e", "d\ 0'1'1 .11, c[ i lI~sbad tIt. 

; t. ", r' 

cr .. i;:;Si"'l b1lt-e'flirs, c~tc ... _inE erinal c' 01 'rf:e';-f- tlp. s(.:!l?m 

tG enj<.'.) tl' 'lCUC'11~- 1'i£ t-ir~, in ver 01 t- f rTiS _ wrpl: tlirg~ 
pla~inf et ~DIJiers, TIl 

+'p T1I'PCt P
• Tl .Y elz n pIa;. ~+ T'erllf? i:: ";nri.l1t., f(ntt 11, 

illterooted il'" rl&:,-:.;. ... f. indoor ganes, f.. h:h 
T: t.re . S __ L. Vel 

pli.ebis 1;.:. luiU: on sporte, S .1.<,;1. ao- ,sv 

, '. 
'-'~ 

jO;)'l ... :'llt, ,:~ile ,-lUI ts r2rely tE'KP ~ert in childrerl'r 

is til 

o"'ts. 

\", ..... 0 1":" P LPLr Lf kf: Bn;2 .rrr twe. "'yp.,.-,' L 1,1 i r L2~n, C':'\ 1 ti .. 1.
t 

:8 

8LCC lJ'b; (" ::>L,A tLe eco . .l.OIT'· ,', p( j! t OJ.. v: o¥ r t' r.:r +' ~'t" 

or ts 

dru led. 

vd j (;1.1 ar' COlli on tc bOi,L sexee. Apsv t fro 
'I(Se 17:""'11':38, blyS 

Lever t .... ke p8.rt in fB.2es ,-,hi ch belol1l: tc {t"1 ~, bpca -lse t' e~1 
i..;:nov\ t~uey ax'e differeEt, '-I.d u .... t Lot Ls::;:;ociate tL.Pf.LflelvE's 

cl.lmecesscrily v.itn tr,em. For e~i" r"aSCl1 oo.\'s cease to pla.'1 

h1.de end.. seei<- 't\ith girls 8t 8J .It t._p E{'"e of t\telve. 
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ones the, l earn froIT Gdlll ts 1'1: .en the;\' happen to hear them 

sing. In t~e eveLini ~ost c~ildren list. to AnsDse folk 

tales I'Ihicl, aI'P regarded aprror,ri,,"e f' cLiY'ren; rnd here 

the children may leGrn eC.e C illlCoI. eonr'- i'ro, the star; es. 

'..dults te;':e rart il1-t.::p- F:tr";f"'S rI_~ P::~_y t "'s(:>l" 0_ 2E 

,.ell hS the c.lildrer. Alnost '11 the st"l"ie" el''' +r,ditiol1-

aI, u.d lone of t, P'~ arR f'Itidde t" re t Id +0 children. 

tpc S 0:" [.r~ 0"1; e!' r 1 bnr, 

a, r e cLrpe,' lI'0~ t1 _ + 

fnr' c.""'C or ~ ~ c") Vl?rsa, t1 

t 1-p,--:p f,- c-r-. t' n o;.;pl' pP. It 

P[ ( _v£!te fe~t ar nlLCPd 

fi~Et eet Lr +~ p ~20_~ ~ir 

"AS:> " - ~1 p ~, r c.--.c E t < r 1 ir c' e f 1 ti ' r ola"'-

pi 
G 

t, F'; r 1.1" r_ 8, tl , ~ i "E8C:_ .:18 p' f lI- h"r 

be ~ t' 1 'e t of t, D pl-~1( Ie +0 e'lI'''cl't :ler 

Th::'" EC ,0 is hitLIJ' ro ".tic, 1 c c'L.ls take t' e oprort 1L' t 

tv ;::;1 .... 1::: bt_d dl. er..! e 1. .!_ lu"ers. :+.! ..... I.." t i "-

to v ot<.!L 1.,0'1\ l ' rliO b.r~ L1il' ed vI e1, t' p •• cpt' 

or kl ... L s. 

"ASAADuA" - T' li i r. .;; ki J d (.;.' !'J.£ t -;, e c; nd 

tv t' uCJ':: c.LL< i rl..:., i ~lld; r r: ~ l.l s, 

d[ucirl.i'. or' T_ clnl-i t I.l.iFhts. 

eet . Y.c 
I{"'\ -YOC< 
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se men.>a ~l·a Pt .. e )[./-1. c E.i 

~·Oc.c'f1n:.,i ,:.~re. _! 
l'[ f r , 

Gi Is are tre..rb+ef'll, 

era t ei'lll. ' 

(lit. lolly, here ' s a handkprchief! 

.J 0110', come i'or :T' Ur nanOkercn1. pi! ) 

y~ ne moaa.yaa ne gor 01 mba"llal 

YE nne lOlbaama J111por 0 ' mba.'mal 

(lit. We play Rith girls only, YOU boysl 

We don t t play with oV3~, 3vw uU3~!J 

See boa e! se WOSUro a b", hye me yamu' 

IT eti ne bode ne y e. me f .. ~ 1 

!':eara lOle (lovor ' s nanp) tir ne bode na YE 
me f e£ 1 

2. 

:r-;e nane, ne mpaboe, mehwe .9 nc; mpwu o! 

;,'eara me (lov"r's na"le) 'l1ehwe. r,a '11e Wll o ! 

(lit. The cut of hj- hair is "1cJ:et attracts me. 

r~' (lover ' s ne'ne) hair is "het a+tracts 
:?le.most. 

How hp wears l ;s S811r1a1s is What kills '''e 
And ~ekea me craz~' aoout hlm! 

h.:lf' 

t\y (loYer ' s name)p. s WhAt makes 4le e,8d 
And deppens my lOVpl) 
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XVI. Ph"YSICAL COITACT~, L'AS'1'URBJlTI'N, SEX FLAY. 

The tin e during which a mother ',suall" pla;'s with her 

baby is ~ust before she gives ~ er a baU .. She site the 

baby on her lap, tick:J?:'s . .-\lEr, tlLrOY,S :.er nay, and again 

into tne ai,r, :dsses-·hp.r, and does so rEeny thin,<rs to t'le 

baby ' s pleasure, before s1:e gives her tLe betl •• After the 

bath she Gives 1 er tG a siblin, either to carry her on 

tne back or to play with her. Any other adult interested 

in b, bies is r"ut VIi tl,eld fro) effiLr"cL'e or rocking tlle 

baby. 

S'w] co nacts "ease VL-l, ',Le e... '.1] is "1- ,t tv,o years 

old. III ,Tac( ,A c,.ildren Ere. + r 1±' .ired Ll' ;1iss t. e'r 

I;arer.l.ts Je-21.- c:e i_iE-siLt- is llut G .... i . .!.JleI .:I:t ,~~abit. It is 

ever. d' sar:r_'()'V ed of by elderly" er e.,d V'w!. eL, When a child 

weets \,er otl.er l.a1 f-wa, fH' tne faL n [pd Qmtracps her, 

tl e other lift", "ler, t re\\$ 1 er uf intO' t'le air, catch~9 . 

snd hU[S 'ler war' ,1:1. ,I'h"t t. e child Se ~'s ve' el sl' e rill.S to 
meet t;ie l,tllEor is: "Av.8cwa~ tUll !"(l't. elcO' e!). :::hildren 

,','''nt to 
en~oy this :fl<n ver,,' 'IlUCll, erod IJaJLrepeat it to surfpit. 

Special attention is Fiven to the gel"ita.Ls ~nen the 
b....-.:-s mo'ther is ~ 'tlie oa by. ln thp C2 se of a girl, the 

vc;gina is treated with hot weter' from ti:'le to tirr.e and 

then some I!' el,t':;.olatu:" or ground gir.ger is pus11ed up tn" 

v ""esi1iC1 . l.n i s 'time 'tile glnger is used as a medicine and not 

as a punishment. There are no sppciEl children ' s word for 

the genitals; tlley use the S8',e v.ords witt! the adults. 

1I'!asturbation in chHdren is coman. I fomd mary a 
child pulling hi~ pennis ,nd ",i rls .DusLipg their f']1gers 
into H,eir vagina. Soneti" es boys try to '()r~ ctise lying 

to€,ether witt, girls, an' pusl. sticks jnto the I"irls' V2"i~8. 

If tIe mother does no't detect t is in time thp varina oe­

cOPIes sarI' or swollen. 1'are. ts punlsl, cnllaren spverely 

i 1' they 1'ind 1,1',ell1 practislng cOi'tion. "'hey rub ,<'TO'Uld 

pep er 81ld ""nger irto the '()e~is 81']<1 the e:ves of the bo:v, 
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or in the C8se of a girl the S8"le preparatipn ifl ;puehpd up 

the vagina. SOl'lptimes the her ds of such culpri ts are tied 

bphiud tl.~P.)l cu.,-"> they Ere rl?leaeed onl;y ~ft· r t; n~ ; eve pro­

ldiseJ 1" ever to uc; tLa t again. 

Pereut:-:: 00 n t ",ind c:b.ildrerr f18:;l~!Jt} cit 1 ct0Y' or 

f8t~"':'r '_ d r.ot~1pr , provided ch-l1iT'Pl :l~r.ot ~o \ 'L,orl~ tJtlf1t. 

IJ t .. ei.r hoI', ~ loeds , fa!' ltt.S vrp fCUI d to :.elr ;]r.jldren 

in tl e~E t,8l.J€'S. 

Fr--rn ~i 1 tu c1 uut t'o'l YE-'81'S of Bfe, lOYf. .rd drls 

Yo' 0(:. r t~!e Sc r- kir d o~ dr _ f:';ses , bOlt 8fter t L t b ~ 8 C.'r~ i.n-

o :l rtf on 

1 '0 st,-

au.ced to Kl ic .... ErS :: ir1_ to cloth 

end tlcc-ver f.t Illderf ll • Duri 0 81 1 t~r· .. pPYO"u':l tILt! up ti11 

Eb Jut SeVEY " 8.L;:3 C;LC tIn r' ·,c fPtE' }'-l~ 'r< 

and A.1Lch'e;.:t, i!lu' 

, ( t q j t 1. y~ L{ (' '1 !'en aII- .clTPr) E:.r" ~ 0 t".:."3 

c ,seE· s: t, Iv 

e i 1 :: f:bo t t eH ,,",'.' j L 8 

cl1jl, of aOlJu' e:.c.. t "J' P S 

per; ods "nsije t' lBE', 

aoverjne h 'rs"lf. ~o . 

e:h st, . ile ,i. 1:0 put or, 

",n, ulo er). A i1'l c f E bOi t 

1 C. K.ed t0f' II'P bO~IS;;:r... erl , 

ill 1 P' 'r 

" r1 tarl1a ll 
( 1 r.:> 

~ er ro ." l' 

'""'; It 8 l-cy ca .. 1 ev.; J 8~ p 

rtf " 
'Ie 1:, 

p , 

A 

s rt 

bare 

fe01 :"'i:-. J to appear-­

,p • to it t:,,,t 

1 v.i1.1, v, PL 1£8, :11.< b;.'. GirlF ere , 

iii feet, ore c.rei'l (;t. lIt rot e~:rofi ,_ t e; 8 }Y-f': tL .. ?I1 boys. 

Fare:".1tE, (tO~lO"L ir~ 1 ~n(jI'ef:ei~ r bef'or, t:_ ir cl..'ldl'en, aJ.d 
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I have seen cases ,~era boys ~essaged tLeir naked ~ct~er 

"\\l.er, she was Bick-. :'otl' ers ara v'or ttl eave the~ r drooping 

breasts Ul covared throughout the da.v, 1'1 fEthers go about 

hearlJ nal{ed vearine: only the 111); ato II (sr all "ants). But 

though tJ ,ey do not feel abashed cd, "'ppeer; r g so, the ado­

l escent girl is sure -:Lo 'b", uJ;1breided ~,; PI ever she left 

her breasts eli covered. 

XVIII. \\'0RK. 

~ 

As a rule firls are S~<P ,osed to.t'-e l.ouse-work. This 

conce:r:t:iol if? P' rtl;y tra~"ti onal err fa tly d 'e to t'le 

fact tl.c,t b';;s clei tO~.3 stro.ger c,c1 suner;or sex,e'\d 
t .erefore sl c ul" Le t:.e privileGed. It is tl.e f'i rl V110 

helps l'er perent il all asre"t of . C,H<e-vork. This is o"e 

of the reas_! 10, '1." ,Tacobu "r ner, i!1 E,enercl wis: to beeT 

gillls. 

Th aot'ler be'r'G a 'are of tj-,i. foct te["ins to ;>tro­

duue lIler f'i rl e rad .1al1" to vari 0'11' :'1ouse ,j'l+i "s,·'wl' phe 
is Cibo]~ .p r' 'c. .f'-ive : ebrs old. Dl)·~il {J t is peri od tl_e 

girl Iptrns "'G 

to t""e I 'cl 
leE H altO t.' 

cooceinoa 

Cbrry Olt sir pl~ e~bel 

'"11 BS,- gee fre ['!'Ie '-' ~s r 

~ -i .1 1 e j c" C":l, ;;: 1.: ,. £ f 

t· ... _ ct:ll?r.. Sl.Le 
e" ]:t; [c tLe 

Tl!, 10,-"11 has to uS sW'u'ss'v, c (! Ie, 'r 

i' she at 11 t S 

. c 'd 

c c' er t' S 

vi""'p, 

~.i' .. a. If) 

F J.if r 

P'"b.; et1 

_, 'lllr,,>- ~ er 
f ,1I(18Z;-). 

11 () -\, ~ cv ( fC'1 .! S 

,., '0 

r '11' 

" '2 

;:e A 

}-l p ".":"l 1 l: P 

r, e c;:, "!,Y>(' , pr 

l' 

~"" .. f T (=J 1 l 

y c '-" 'SD 

1_ t' ,0 
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er e >.J <..r\s 

~rtc>p . eers oT' B P, ::::1 F' 
l--p iver ~ 

c 
out oi: tris ",')8S t tl,p "i»] I~ 1<'C 

Gt.e:r 1 e- "'tr> . ftr h ~pl{". mer 

t.t. F' it 

left Over, i'ter ner Plll"cl.8R"S, 81-" buys cert,;in 1,' ings 

~s peri: une, i:8ce PO\'der, 81.J lle , dKeI'd.j 'de, il readi 1"8S (,..-­

'rite de P~SsE£e ' 1,1.11er P1-.P '1E~(l)Je8 8 1cle,sL:ent. 
TL l'r ere 1 U Specifi C 

E'~ n n -., f ... ~ c. t r 

100: ef'+-:'I 

1 If 
'1 rt'~ r' ar ~ 

1) r to 1 re..l)8re 

lis' es 
If' t ~ -, 

tllP ..l h.. ~..; tL 1 E.L • 

:hil" ... c 
rc. ill 6 .0 rIa, ( t 

e; 
e>"? ~lr i i e , 

t C' 

-Pie"( 11 

of ])". i'1 J2P y 

(" +- zt + + i 
L-y. It. 

f 

~, p 

-i 11 

+ 

curs i: r t'" 'r'. Sh" 

ref' fa + 

r r + 

t :-ar +-

t m 1. 'I..ft '=.If' ~' p 

t"JI? ,p'y 1 t~d.~i L ~~ 

t l' (Jl' \.. ( U .... ~ n, ,,-'_ 

r !~ 1 

u 

r "~ 1 1 

1"' {"-' 

t 

,~" 

l' , -rj 
l' -, 

" he 
. -

"'·stf.lr"S. 

of t':e 
cI § 

IIplJ.or_ 

,,-
" 

1 



XIV. 

~8~P ts teYd ~o tr~ + t'~e-i c''';''' ~ror 

Ct l' . il t' 4 1" oy -+: p .. reec' [~ ~ 

pxprci e rp ~O trol or r t e '·1 

t. p · n +,;' ct f ·ohedi~lce i~ "lOre rlbrked "~:rlS" 8:'C 

pClrtl v b ·C""8e par o '+ <OfF b'·'.lS to tra;_, t. ,,; t·i~ls, 

an to::P. e191: J..I:" t.:1 C ___ .d8l'ds of cC)J. ~ let (... .JC -... '.1.e"l· ~ o· r 

in t:.e hO t. ct t._e" 8,' cPt e it tle llU.sbG .ds ;y future 

arllj 0 8ule to keep GU( d 11 ps. 

I 'JO, 'ced t >c t bvt,. fOe)' es '"r iLc e.:-r .os st· -tv'l 

for i del-'er! P ce a' 118S~ e:.. to wee. t:J.P solVOR fre paren~-

81 car a d tr/ to c.ct li~e re e :::lS"'hlp 81 ItM. T' ey to~J." 

tot~L,1p·plf-c'.;o"~" '1',0 t"- /<.. t'c+tle~-c~p 

81 ]ltc;.:. rn· .. .c~· 1 _ _~ t <:) 0 t-.... p e'~ pv Y'esc:: 

ar_ Ol.1t; 1.1. I Ii _'(url c..t: 8i 

P i sLl?d. "'l1e,IT 

thp: :fj y " 

t ~ c.. ~; lc s t c 

P 1,.1. e E\atil...l"u r 

L p~. 

f0 '"':1 r; 

fr v o. t 

ti EJ , I co Id 

b"the. t , t c·d .... ce too" [1 

iJ.J. Jll~"c~ _cti"vit·~e .... , 

l£l 'r tc. t:.e tiLE 

.... l S Cl r tri uu. .. --c t .. : ..... 

...;f c l.1.e. ~Lu.cn ... L _eGO 1 rcv'1:.s, 

sVioe~pir_t L _C E',- ~i -0 c' _ c:_ -. c ,:. nn( It i? o.I tiL 

cuc.il' r:rc.ctices aU'; b .ild f.. ti ~ s. 

I ::l .... c 1::. rvf-. t~ <;. t ._ ~ <....;.1. t...irl LU 1.08 _t": ir-

te_'est ir t~ f- uselve~ rrd .8 f.. SP,,_ 1 ll.Lc,eS. ::i -IE f::! 1 sl1J 

..tL t.->.e CI,.- 'pal.;) o+' ,. 0:' E ::'1 d S 

gills.Tl., sL rt tv - r, fr i " 

<,..l Ii:. F 1 ..l.~' 

'::'.1. C 

t 1, ~u > at I o"li ve t, 

~l bc~ S 

vf 

. .• t" __ 

I '-E of 

.' te ~ T 

_'_ ; 1 L __ -:.-. -"'f[ c . 

t. e:-~lal -; r c' <: rr- c-

rE c '':;~.1. 

c..l' 

+ 

Y. l" 

t (r 



Jc..cobu c.jJ."lo:.. ~·o;:.t of' them bee tl- (P co
t

::i-cr1- <-

love b Q
(;8.;::e trej '1Err,) at Lr G.;. I, .9 €It 

nost i - puie: telJ, cfter t' e "BS..!.bll ~'~rp c 

t early 

mhQ r aE_TI V'hy 

boG. tl 

-1 b'[ore 

uoy u_' rOLe, 
<1 •• Fr ,ar, ", '" A 

i i 1 
t nce ,f' 1. 'r t 

+ - , , 
L P, i v f' r tr 

f' ,.f' .... ..... 
1: r 

c C,C 
ti 

fell ir le" ,. 
t p ' 

j' . " 
[ t 1 T) ri ( t1- i ... p,.:rp ~t 

,E~.c t 
c re v dod 

to 1 'c 
t' 

- C ... t 

, L 1'" t. 
1 lG -

I Vo, 'in_ 

r" 
str1.ct , t ...... ir L ills iL ~e __ ALCI 1, :1(. I '111", 1':), 

&bo It t, merr, 

t . 

tl, el ve a, 
i. _ t, ef?L ('~r:- C! ('> 

f 
va 

del :. i ;...;oj B 

OL pU0elt~. ~ e o~t co on "'_ e lSt:lU 
t:.ci 81:', () <1 ~iL--ate 

"I' "bo !.:.L tr.:." (l-it. tre 
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bura ' state has stricke' her); th re i:o also a verb "lzyi la" 

(to n,er.struateT, aLd v"rious circumlocuti ~ns, such as 

"nsa f~O nakyi" (lit. TLe haL~ . as gOLe behi,.d her), "wabu 

nsa" (l it. she has tArned Ler Land), a.d "WaIUlJ, asone" 

(li t. she has killed an elephant). 

r.:y grandmother-:"'told e that in tLe olden days, it V'as 

eOLsidered ver~ u~ lucky for a girl to menstruate for the 

first j n t[,€ da" ti. e. Girls v. erp warned that if they were 

diEobedient trey V'C lld ",r>r,struate fer thp first tin p in 

th dEY ti, ~ ar,d so s 1ff o r il:2.-luck. Feople do not se"~ 
tL cero I ~C'l r .Edc:.~s :f~r +:_ic be1-ief. :Yl any c£se it is 
the tpLd-~e: of ost [ir18 'Lps? da 8 40t to tel! their 

Gbotvit, 

tc c earl, 

pnstrnated 

So "rlR ",i ,0(108 ti,e feet eftor +, e" r thin'! or 

'"ber " Lirl COLC ives it. O.J.t l,~vi' C f"rE" discloPf'd the 

fact t.L tooL, _ e:.s passed' er 1.: 1 4 rlPYlE "S, 2. v~ry severe 

",enal t. i ~ 'Lfl i ct d ]Cor. 'J ,h '2r .'elf E,.,3 t;:.e "__ she 

coha)ited u:;'tl1. Thi~ i.o 'H. 0' 

' red' tabCO, .lL"-' tIle rt::'fel. (;e is ret, & ~lled 6.b a.c offe: ce 

s .. :.'=er fo::... it. 

I as aLaiL infeI'l ed t',at in t e ol1e. days if a mn, 

had seX'tal interco'trse "itL a 1 f Fi 1 Ir;or to tLo a~-

pearance of heI first pericd, it "8S (Cl~".-je:::,od 8S an 

e1'_e1,oe .:.'or v.L'ch the whole, com ,unity ,st suffer for. An:! 

laxi ty 01 (le.ls prie to reae11inf p'lbert, was com OEl y 

p,uisl.ed b~' dpatt 0r by fxpulsinH "10 tl, o ela, of b<'th 

ul.i11. . .J parti1s. Ali e pre~t=lt t; 1.0 t~e O::"'°LCP is n1U1;slpd 

.:;i '1, UL T " L 
:::"i:'Llld ::'8 (;(..1. • ~ _roC:: ul tless, ~--r as 

s:.Le i.LC .1.:"( t ... ~E c.t,':.o..I.eC tL.e age of p ,t f v~ 
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If, :.loweVer, tile girl 'le8 alr(ad J 

ab "t "he Let , both the "ilt:\' ~arti.,[ ErC ~:ellr' froC! 

their clan 2r' village for good . J a8 informed 0° a recent 

expule.ioL. The ,~il t~, P?rtief', I W8_ tGld, 

8'::I'i .. ;..:i-...:e 8. E ...... eEp eeell to pe. ~i f" t" r t. ... PL:I.ll ," ( I od) , 

tef'or<: t;' e. proceeded. i C , .. 0 . r tc. ex; 1 e. Silo lld t: 20 1 efnse 

e fU t; p~ v, 1 d be 

k':'lled by tl'1e "boSOT " w~ .. j Ie in e}:-i Ie, LI l~ t: -~ e 11 1 L~ €,vpn-:­

tu.all:-,. Llir.L-~· lif' .... stpr uron tlJeir c18~1.sw Dlr i lL +t'? t:t rifice, 

the blood 0 

\ c"d~ are ecited ,,0 ,'e Lcd to teseec it tc' s, \'P lives 

of tLe parti e8 a ld their clans. After tl.e c"rerony the 

couple 1 was to.Ld OI were .L PQ na.L f way to tneir "xiI" by 

some of their members of " abusua ". They were tt"n ordFlred 

t o pitch t .. eir cam]:, far in the bush where no on" cOl.lld " Ob­

;"iu.J..Y see them and stay th-re unti l the irl dplivprpd. 'l'he 

g irl is allowpd to rpturn to ,Tacobu threc months after deli­

very, Bl,d the husband was a1 so free to returl" to ,Te cobu. 

Owing to the spverity of this pena l ty parente especially 

mothers are on the alert to know from th"ir /!irlp whether 
I 

the.' hEve menstruated for thp !'irpt tim". 

when hAirs Oe/lln 'to grow In her aI" 1)i ts a1,0 arO'lnd hPr 

priva'te parts, ane 'th" IJreasts OI?Plll to oeVI?.Lon stp!'Oily , the 

girl i s susppcted of l'la"i.ng st8rtul to ",<'pstru' tp. ,It this 

stege tr.e airl takes 1)8rtic'.lr r carp of hprf'<'lfj ~"p is 

alv,a:ls neatlJ~ dresEea in clot~· er...rl co ...... pr ell() 1'1(-, ..... 'rhe hp ir 

heud i fllo\ eo to L,rr~· }us')~/ 8.dd it i .. r~~€tl:, ,rl ... :;"ted. 

firl 

re )c res 

or _":1 'f:.r...c€' c f 

pubel't.)'. 'l'bte " tl ~< ,,-' 0r f 1] c ~re-
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many is postponed mtil sucl! time tlcc't t e parents are "';E'ady. 

Cnce the PhlbErs of thp clan '.ClVe be", i ,fo, ed of tre gi.:rl' s 

first menstruatior:, tHe e,irl ,ill ~Gt , sJ.bject to an;) ex-

I",tl_ion if 0 ,8 ]:',ap,_er.ed te cuf.cei'!e be-,- ro +ce fur ceJ e'ra­

'lion of tHe ceremony. 

Usuallj ",',en the parentE Ie, e co' pleted t[ P !'1PcessarJ 

preparatiol for t".e "Bara Guro" (tL e ('e,"ell a y te sigr.E 1 i se 

that 8 gir-l hbs reached th<' stage l' r luertJ), t' ey 8. point 

ada;), ububllJi a Satnrd8~ '1'ler 

free te' stterd the fnnctic,r •• The "rt} q' an,i her reletives 

1:'/' rOlli,d ir fa 'I"ine., etLer nel,'Jers a,. iLe villagE' sf the 

occasior. "r,~ eE '1 t. for t.Lpir jlelp. Srp brorro, s drml" , '~el<' 

clotts, £L)ld cr ~ er.ts, c'. c: (Her re"esser;, arti.cles froll 

girl are elsa infor ad; 

ani +r"'~J bri.l.lt sLloh t iLt,S cS .p-.!,le\()ld t 1;'],.e. te.i .... _, 81": .. (~ uater-

to the "bClra~o" tl,e d P :' befer", +),p cpr' 1.;,. SOl'le of l'er 

inti lot 1'r'ipnc's flay StbY dtl' 1 er fo_ tl.p nr,'l:t, :?r.d SOlie 

of t, ebe tt)y vi tL '1,er cu, til t} 

E~rly ir tLe 'le,rring 01' t f al'Iointed dey, t}.e "barafo" 

is seated 0 1 c hi te stool pL c do!, 8 1 8 ,tif"ll;, /loven 

ma l; :::loUd .1. -yo ~lead is covered v:; t'.1 \~" .... i te _~~_ te clotll, ar:1 

her fBC eXIL~pi. T_Te"Y' mf)~',cr row ta.{ Q S TIP l'I"ine er-' po'r ~ 

8 libe cion, se: i r0 t:,p follL'w; ,,[, 'Iva ds: 
"ryE. :UpLl TI'eduarj:e_l ":811' ",~'e rSa Lom! 

AsasE: Vaa g" eLSa non! 
NS8Id::L fo, 01.1.£::;' P ! f38 leT! I 

Cba yi a ~'"rar'n~l'r de a 8 e ,)i nn", rb i'ato 
no bra! 

Om i a cwo Sa andow Orr'l ef nO' 
Onye tara rWll! 

(Lit. S1Apr'TIle God of the ~ky, VilO alo.,e i.s ccreflt, 
upon WhoYn mpl. leal [,' d ret -"all, rAceive teiR 
wine b ' drir'k! 0 Gor,rj pss 0'" 'Rartl:, w110 Q e ds;\, of 
\'I...rs -~- . "- rT'hurj:<~E", Y'f:lceive thi s vi e 9.Y r rr; l' ! 
C Spirits of o~r A ce.~rr., ~ ce've t~is winp 8 d 
drir1r! The b;rl l,jr.l..m ("oel .I..!"S iVf.?l e :c;c:: -tona, 
jS ;:oed :.Ar f'Ist ers"s. (~'ot' "', '.c d,plls ;L, 

, @ l,_ ... d of ~~p ~eec., -1 1'("t c ... ~ t( tc ~ l1er 
8"8j-, C. . (.0 • at pFY" ; t . = t~ pnstr11e+~p 1'.1: to 
dip' ) . 
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€xa: .• p1p : li ra .) o ! v.'a yc l ye rU.e c::) - ! 
Y e, Ie po _ r; 1 e J J ! \I 

]: or l~: " A:;,-e ! ~'e ! ua ftY p!" 

( Li t . SLe 112, ij,. it , f1 l-iE'" i)r 
C'.lr FiEt€'y W'lf) l~ r} '=' -j ~ _ ll 

N .. c-n dc.-ylie..'ht comes t' p L·i .... 1 I S' 8i:r (c y I p 1.-_ a1) i s 

cut and rr'e erved in £' • :: l~ 1r. ihp ",a l ' (-P t' Q ]: .It , a 

f. l --.T .l8G.E' to j 8rlt the place of c JIJ('~61 - t. S' 11 t'l€ 

g i r l h tp. 

a~ r Erf 

lifp i.e cbr fr0 P, t' e f 

ed cv~r t' '? :,l~(;e f orcp-l rr t. ;.;' 

e ... ~Pt.. ir 

At 
i (.; r ... -

f" l' 

i c + pl' 

'Ti0t' pr eYlrJ 

];'8r';"'\ nt 

zt+..: Y'e ~n 8d 

2'r'.-n .. +"p<..-; 1 -i ... ct'.I. " e 
..: e 1:.... r i y +,.., 

1 "; '? ..... r e 

+, e; P rr:1_ ') ri.. 

, e 
t ,.. 

ay )" 

O:rTe -

- .. ('>.~ - t""l 
+'. r/?-

t' 

(li t. 

1-

EC 

e 
t -i + E: 1"( p). T' IIpt "( 1 oin 

cl l' 

r ~' -i r " rPl Dved. 

L, + , < 

t !' e ul .. ('T1 r c .. + e 

tr ... e _J.eau ..... 'le t.. ... e . sir 
ri.~,= 1i, e-_r it.; S v{ i 1'0 T' •• ~r ). 'to P • t 

\,; tI 

riv r: tl8-y ta.1 e 2;:-_~(" , .. 

r .. '/.u !l! (lit. r€cp "'; -.e ~1"::-' 1 _ 

"rc' "0 '\ 1~, tLis L fe it 

1,0, ~ 

,,10 
,le to ,. 

r by 

r Pq. on 

p c-<:;;:" 

t · f.3 o+' T" 1 ! tJ 

-! r.. ot1 ST' t S e ant:' 

r ' '1. 11 Y" +0 c C r, e " "r 

SO!l 

La e : ·£~'_~_,_t_v_p __ • ______________ __ 
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The grc..Ldlllother t8Cces £' little r·f each oi the food end 

puts t"em on a-.l'late; s:.e t:,er rrrkes t: e pretence of feedir.,­

the ttbar~" three ti'1les, at sa p t; p rpl'eating:tt,~JTIa, ,e'ea 

wano, enn.e bar8 oYe!" (l;t. Are (the gi l's _8l'1P) I 

to :tell Y elr t_ovtr; do not 1 t i~ frrtlx e fcllo\' tLe coning 

of n 'r put-ert,.). The girl "0 e>' n t f' allo'\ tLe food, 'I' ell 

i" allo, ed to f'_lL or, t'1-·! gro 1 d. ma'T; 1~ crot'.p> l"crsel, 

t, e grm dine t' 1" eOY'ti Y'1 Of': 

"Yec ro 8'!18 \'0 8'r: 
PJ-ua wo av'O 1:), J', 
Bore Liare rtmo . .. 
~Te G:''''~'-Obl1fo 0 ,1{l1 L" b'"' 1 

A,; ('l be
L

'-' r 0 1r T'\q'1-i foo Ll.: aso! 
""""0 '\' '7""1 'rf'- ~~; e 1 '280! 

(11 t ., e • L ,,' 
c. r" 8'r it' 
'? ~ c:"'-il(l.J. L. I'fIl 

; '''1. Life t­
life t~ ~ll . 
c.IPplcJi 
, 1 for "C;(.) 

'l ctn CI;: -f' r ~ (' +"1"2+ ::'C" 
~ ~ ITI' 1 E~- 1-.02~'Y' 

t - evil core l~ry, 

-1 p r>f ~T,",,..,('h·ql Jrr'.:j 
,J:O 11- rl -1 d ers v 1 0 

cplet~8t; -eo +:1; s fpeti-

"'e t _ e is giv,-n '8tpr t e , lri" - 2l1d this is folloV',ec 

~odel vessel called"kud 10" end 'llEced 

on t' e v d tefore her. ::er' ad ie ' c 

brd •. It is beli~'td, ~er f~. t 

t. il.-l £ (; ,....., e tc y _ pt~ er it \ a:;:, a 

-·ell s"·.e c tc es~ 

'n,l'le c. C ~e • e, ; p ; 1 , 11
1-3""8fo" re-

c~ j VP ... ... ifts a cor r, t,ULl, (.. 11 ... fr frip 0 and 1'"1"-

t;v s. Tl • l' S , t" i (;lu,'e s; 1:< lot] s, ,. erf L I~ b , <-L + 

I 
t Ld, , " ~ eO. , ~. E :;::., ",oS{ , ~ , ~ 0, T:" ~ cer~ or :, CG 

tc cloE'e r, ,. e' er -i :::1.,- • 

T 
, 
" 

- r Ie. S i "'1 rc;: 11 " at '! ~ E- ee, A+ 

L! ~)\ .. : r. L~ ___ l; ~.I. ... (;:' i U :_pr p~ t 

c.. L .. ir " c 
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fe" i'rieLus to reLdel' t'lsr.Ks to all tIl' IP, cer; 'f .F 

v111ege, eg1fcitilly t~ Be at " .. deo th 

If l;.! ci '1' ~o e:;lr@od;:, e i.S P >ctE' to 

Gl-lrr: c, e c' red UeCOJ!le ~jO a1ter tlJ.is cere 'ry. If ere i .... 

...... er lll.~ ... ~nd i~.i edi8tpl./ 'llor:nr.>d a ... v~ 
it tl- c fOI'l, of i ther o~le~' .JI clot ill€, 
A [irl GeE r ... + _8 n€ e pr r:... J e lI'C!' L ae 

L'c 
} F 

n 'Fspnts 

·fe. 

vf 

p',bert" 0 ,t fre L £- t te (. .. i1 irer. cal' ,,"'1' " ( ( tl e1' 

wLicll i" in "'e(;"l,.lti~n of her '·evil.,? u'ached ad lthoud. 

The t i1'l 'lD" 1'e"li illc t .. et she i~ r,o lor e1' L child: 

of 1)0:1£ • ..>11 'r:>l i:...ef.. uv' freely r pl~, it (' f. r:.!,on 

in L.e h uue. If s~ 

~e( ~,le beGin to suspect tLbt Elle is a ubj -) _'1 &1 eo she 

re~pect d. 

311" bu,j _ W r clot' ..lt of L 

her at Il ... E "bara" c::.re!!1CL.)' <.....r;.Q be iLS to 'y fLI' '-2! 1 Is, 

and a sec'. d clot:., vi iell ", P vel vet ~ rL L to'" S8r1e 

ti c '" lEI ,t 

31 ~ 1 r.& p , e 1 £ i r 

1011b, l"~e~.', for tlo...it-!L[) c~ -!r plc:i-+ 

prJ. .::.hf:-- c· L J..Lf rd tv', J cGl_~ 1'(. ... ; i' tr i th 

.ft t, ine H('_ head fc T' - Vi "L~ 'P s!"J. hr 

lPl er clut .... tlU'\.bte.SC n nf t , d I' 

t J. i ... Ie <:. ,::.i 

L d 1 \'J. (L 

rnl () r co .... r 1 0\ 

~c I r 

s 

21 m t"'pr~ 

r_ • ~~,... ""''''''or p' .... .., po 

r r;'.--- .... t..i. t, in ,...tj 1" 1 ( t r 

1 p fr il, 'I'"tch 
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her move!' er,ts closel,"; 3r,' if she is Sl'l"p"ctp'l of extra 

mari tel affairs Ehe is Eev ply larned tLet sll" "ill not 

get a tood hus and' i+h tl,ct sort of lif • T'lP ['"irl or' no 

account should stc:- toe lont bpfr y ,,, s' 

rem2.i 

, ly to teat' chilch"en eSter 1 '?r "l&r iage. '1'11is i.s one of t:.e 

reI.:: i:: on vh~y Dst selJ..col ~ -; 1.1.8 erR pors l.eded J .. their motl~prs 

to Ip8ve schovland get .. crried. 

A ~irl who is I,elly 'arried is t~ue: t to '·BU. 8r.(' keep 

L rEelf cleE- Se aj Its du before cOin! to sle" for thp 

[il st tiffie v,i her husband. st p ; s tau,)' t hov to clean tLe 

'0\01- en t, th,,; r daul L tpr£l. 

TL vc-{; i ... lc. i::: -,-i Et 't,b...., .Led t ... oro -'lly. \ i-t1 cold lJI1Etter 

Ei vir g ; t 

a secone. .lpc:nsine, folIo' ed bJi " "'i.!.~l cl"'8 jy ,; t,', cold 

v.e.ter. Cold 'hater, it is ",e'd, hE" ',Le .L_p~t of cClIltract­

ing tll ~&l::'s f the vegit.b. LiI.e ~uice clel. srI" 8~ well as 

has a similar effpct ur the vaCi 8 as tta j l'Cp fro lime­

fruit. 

TL.e U.t5 

are grolJ.:ad, 8 .. d r,:ll <j ir to _ 811 all s < lo' ,t enp '!".c in 

ibllleter. T\\o '". t'1'Fe cf t' pse (811s srI" Pl1El1p,~ it .. a 

ptL.on -i (" 

s + ' c- +1 .!y t' 0 pver';f"'f" 

sl e reI V"S t e ,"dieL.e fre t' He i Co. c_ d '~[.'~_es tl p 

VL[ ; L£ t lOT _ L- tlJ .; tl: 

to Leil' l:1.s....be:llds dt.. . .!Lb ccitio:, : ... ;ch ej-', cors.;;::ts ()f' 

r2 1 to 

,:'pstly, +Le: 



80 

learn that ~ hen mensespe6se to flo\',' at Dile po"tic ll"-r men-

strilsl reri ,d, tl.E'Y el,c II j Rnov tl ~ t t'lE'. rE' pr ~n'nt and 

tlt;' ;:;:j~) Al j E't~l·t to tf:. e tl E: 1€'~e:::! P-"'-." £'2.20 .(3rCc. 

T' .. ~ .uP!. in ~TC cc1.'L. de' _ t ci ret rei ~ _ th BPlv s bAca l$P 

r tT't"U OA,1 °nftiat:"cr ... 'T'{"J.i ... ,J:orC'P~ t 0,.... ' ,- -!'1uted from 

1,11" " sto tt at nv circUJr.ciL eu r '"{'sen b" C "" 8 cJ i ef . 

l:o\',U 1b.J'S 8L, to; 8: CL tll iT' _r .. tJ:iti t"'/e 0 to private 

pl, ces tu te eireu. cieed. Pal'e" k 10 r -q, recent fhp idea, 

so 1011t; as onE' is not ,'O!1Y,pc:ted I' i th 

not H ually enco'.r~ ge it. 

..~ 

:3t('cl, bnt they do 

until t' _,) " u T i ':'0. ver:: 
181 t..:_r ct. -on . I LIP .f'irc-:t tL e 

_E. + c. e r t ~(.~ to 

r. '" fc '''Y~(,V L to tLe 

_'1 erie'eof 

L...! t. r 16 ti, :3 <;"' . .J..J.,J tL.'""r en·, 
v. L: Irr. t irwp t iv ~ tu C .1s ,. 

r I.l..l. - L __ e f 
ti' ir 'Ii l.!.i;,., ~:.i i..] l'or,c le , o t '10\", v _I' , 1 t .... "\ r::'> ,--' cl anped 
"t.1E t __ !~re ere prac Gi (:c.1"1 , ,r ~ (' P,,::.:! r t 
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CONCLU SIJllll" 

From the data collec"tred for this piece of research, 

one sees that the traini~g of the Jacobu child is based 

mainly upon certain ideas, mostly incorrect oand beliefs 

which are mostly supers1;itious, so that the level of life 

which it is possible to achieve is generally low. .F'ortlil-

nat ely the introduction of christianity and formal education 

int o the community has had influence on the community at 

large. Some of the people are now leaving behind some of 

the superstitious :tlractices and are beginning to train the 

child along scientific lines. .F'or instance, nowadays 

in stead of the Jacobu mother sending her sick child to a 

fetish priest, she prefers to send her to the new midwife 

and to taKe her advice as regards child care and nutrition. 

~ost of the people now are beginning to understand the 

part played by cleanliness healthy surroundings and good 

f ood in the maintenance of general bodily health ; and the 

c ontribution of these factors t o full enjoymen~ of life. 

Again, the people are beginning to realise the importance 

of sending their children to school in order to equip them 

to meet the changing need of the society ~ With the spread 

of both formal and informal education the people of Jacobu 

will gradually feel the need o~r effective training of their 

children in order t o produce intelligent useful Citizens 

able to thinK constructively and clearly about the problems 

of their own socie~y. 
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A.l:'.PENDIX. 

The Child ' s Favourite Story. 

At Home with one child call ed Nana Yea. Arze 4.9.vpsrs . 

.. Gnce upon e ti P, a ')ird ca}l ed vo:"; r, "e' }'e hsd ; ts 

feet v t !Os it perClla" 8 r (f or. l1'r0 

a sil' crtto!', tree Lerp it :,ad a pric'-r frl its tLn rr8. 

Ther c e it flew t r'elate thp sorrowful stnl'.· t( a -frog, 

which not knowing vDat to do bit it. Tc- ,ak" m8tters Norse, 

it fIe' ard alit,'-1t o d on a [erIer treo and t pre got perrer 

ir +Jo the WOUl' ... 2.. I 1 I c:..ir.L ::. t se. ..... C t' P f')11 ~ v...' L por g: 

Co n i-) J J' (-: t I 5 i! a; 
I'll L ":ve J cu Pt.,~ S 6.1-_(1 J <: .IS, 

r,:, fi r. a1 eliJ e 01' J \l.'(.ky€. , 
P e l.1 pr 1 as Lot . ~ 0 '. 'C' 1 1, 1rY"'''-':Y~ · 
A frl b ' ES bj e e, ~u~~t~·tl 

A :::trl,J a )C . + 
d n • , G'; r"' 

Y"a ]'" va i:::J ,'J r8 0'" t', tad t ; rl I \;'.1:1('1, 0-"· , ~1)e 

is 8 , ~ ..11 Lr'rn t. ir: i I .. epd c::1 
., ,1 pr,_ 'i se1- ~ . py -I- .. S' P \ lj 

10: v .r r ,< t~ ~ t"~ 
, e". :" 

is e.L", C l~ E f:' . E t t" I ;: f· t • ...... P~!L "'e. . rs 

H(r er t:r 1. 8 tE ; if et ~r 

blaps LeI'. 

" erR d:='J YcL' .. ' ot' PI :r~ a E' ~-il ft' pr cS 8 -::" It 

of .PI ; ~Gb- C:.LG t bb rr ..... c: .11: ...., ... 2il"'JSl:_ 

L1 l 't :.er a· r' , 8ClS ... 0r y,-

pAct I. r 81 ' ~r , s: .lE-'V '11 ~ t' r . U' _ ii, 

tv bed. As fl, r 81. r t 1 i' lat, 

.. I k a 0f 8 ' . 1 'a::::'l r v c 

~ eol: ~ e t t...r -' 1'" i IJ ........ \Jf 

t t e is a L 
'1 i ' -e1. 

iI..!. 1 r tel,:cvil.. ur. 
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A Stor. about 8 Rod B~ 

" m 
fir l~O\\e~ e..l,. PO P , il i I .' _Ir.. 'J.{ r s i s t ,: rs 

11 1.' 

hUl' k.. v·ell . tid orderl :} .. ";Ip 10 -8 tIlE \'~lr;:..' ir{" lJ 8111 6veeps 

th roan of' his 1'2 l1er. 'Ie t ,pn pr',;" t, r:ccl t) F('''f' him 

f'ro;n <lell . 1 d tn t."",. 11' 

o E <..: l'L i ,-:' 

, . 
vv · f:. 

ur I'L 
j 11 b" to ('''8V, t p 1["" y' <" ~cst r <cause .. 

E il t _,1... \~ Ii T'A' l(jlli •. :l Elc n f'0Ta 

r:ir l1' f~OPS , a dre:~~ , tTl u 18t : ' 

; J v 
[. (0' 1'.) ',; I 1· V" " 1 j l L to?v :': rl I , 

..I..ri f (I, r 81"'1 eir1s. r do , fl. , 

, + . I 

~Tll .1 P, H i r p ,) p, e r : 
ju. t 1 , 

JO:; r E'. I lc'\ e s ;",11 (3('. T ~- n 
Ions .. T 

~ lP, 1',1 • c , 
"0 J 

L_.( l' 1. 
" et t '. T I' 

i '1; +' ~ '1 n i s 

-r'+ J l:,-Ve a 

' $ l ' fa -

't I -1 1" t 

: •. I go :: 
V. ' t_ t'o,ye bt?ca"-lse 

n <;: <:. J f>':I.' 1 ~~, e.o r er b s f x' Loi-lpr •.. ,.....,~ p' . 
c1V C 2 .f'c r towr J 

duh I L Cl'~'. Jet, b)r,c qui tl T l' l' P.r 
Jr' • r con ' t 

:[icL.I. t \.i tl c t+ C:'I t IX C cc' .e o • I fi_ 

n�y i'liE Jc. 
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I,ife Story • 

. I am four J ears of aEe. I was a wep 1i tUe beby at 

birtl ar·-:\ J v,as looked after b~ Al"'ti Be". I sucked Iy mo­

ther ' s breast allo slert VIi tl' her. I al\\ays v·ppt. I WBS 

brout-ht up by gi'a·ldJ"ot',(>r. J be"a!' to lc'U-
'
1 'hpr I 

started groV\inc' I v a~ sat to 'erer. to bp c'lrp J of en 

illl"1es8. '!'here I started crawlirg ey'1 attp'"], prj to walk 

by h Idinf ~eople's clo~.ps. ~ana gave e an eg and mashed 

vam hen I vas able to \ L 1k. It was Tacobu' 1 ere I started 

to walk. I ~as first carried at y' e~a's back but later 

t;.is pr'actice ao iiscor,tivled. 

Lator Ant·· Bee bcught "e so e shoes, ;,at erd bpanti­

ful "ressps. I yo'.; '".",ve t, l pairs "f sho"'s, pjne dr p 8see, 

and two ), ts. Anti Be.e t ley took me to Accra \\herp I mpt 

An-t i bee ' s br,( t CCe, !Tar~a Gyal1f i , Yew Boekye, Af"j etr1Jrfl, 

Anti '::ol.!'ort, . rtl ~r' ndpa \'ho gE,ve me S"1UP toffpe 811d bis­

c lits.An+i 8" ::. It t~l'i"'t e a 8en/! eLtitled: 

"Oh 10\\ rlo :on do? 
I'm ve'y glcd to see, u. 
I tack :1('1111 i'm ber: well to]a:'. 

Tralblclal 81alale 121a tralala. 

Later I ,as seut t·o Achinota. At Accra I sa\\ 5 train al'd 

an 8i ,..lal<>. I clso ,,8\\ "cfurij a. T" en I \e •• t to Tepa ~'e-rp 

I sa\\ PC):a FYla u Dapa" ·I.n {'"8VP ~e ''::hrist.cs rres It (bis-

c its). Tr.e. \\ p C8 E 8 OC ' to v,u "s'. T" ey te :oerek: u . '"leT 

I .co eig.t ye8~s. At Bere t n I uet Irpre, AY~", F rJ, 

BJr re Pr-l ,r I isses Sa:"08;., ltoo, Div '_.e .." I' or iE'. 

A't Ber e ,L I, bp o· I , C 01 t to T 1a; , J 01 pay n ;'T t oo t1., 

by ~u e c -r . It \Va; 8 ~e.L f-' t -e stc d i i' II 

t, 1..:1(. s .... r( l ' J t C 1 I \ as A ti "a " d t 

11 . tprj ; p .de. ir. At ,0 c 1 I 1 t 1, ~ 7 - s i 81, , -. 
3· , 0, ar, IlL 1, "Z , -, I , , , .t " Y .• ,:'ec .; ' .. 'r'.L 0 

.:. 1-' L p 

11 1-8'" c; s~efD 9. ... .:-;li e! 
_ .... _8 "11 i't L E' ..... 

1! t +-\ 11 
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She \"IL5 tl.Lrilled Hl:J.erl J ~~lled 1.1.e1" a :r:1otl~ler evd asked 

her to show Ile LeI' HeV, born bab~, aL" ':.8r, ] er e;r~r dmot'.pr 

v.orld. Then t:.e iJea CtoLe 'ntc I e1' ,it,d t eet PI e s1...I:(l i 0 

about t11211kiL~ people 'as it ;b tL· eLlsto!~ to (jo 'I.e. O'le 

brings focth. ShR .cc01 cted tl e cl"ildi'en in r,Le house to­

getlier aill~ BSc ... ed t:_8l..... "LL aCCO Ipa{l~y 11 r to "1-' e tueL~(S to 

people. Tl,e,) "ere all I'eaL1J t. Y'il'Cec at Lrt· f'U'l. 'T'hen 

anotLer c'Iild SI:tl esc P ( tbat tLc, should l,lac' at fat"er 

Eno nother. Gne eLilC carl te,' t,.2 ab:' l' le tLp rest pI'e-

t?nded to coo~ ~C th fa te1: of til doll ;~. E ; mi pined 

to live sOllev·.ller n<'aI t.. el' ,peunc,. 

the baby "j'ilp ,1, J \ eI I c~o 'r,t, .• e {~.rl c~1'I, ~ 

repoI't~d ti.&t t. uoll \,~E CI,~. c'. Yaa's Ge I LvI: f\~'ite' ed 

on to t. e cl ,ild. She> .'rete ded 

of til' cLild Clna sta ted te oeat ' er sEying: lI'r" ErR a 

bbU uc1 .'j. StL) c~" i "'-" ~1.. J. f· t- H?1;I-) ti CHild; ~ou e.r- froid 

of cr" i1..l.L • II ... j + L. ~ I Eo r ~ 0 • J 'Q l' fE ~ L I' T p'.ri,h 

jQ 1. Ii' J 1,] 0 " :::"lIe e Eo 101.l. , 
~ ~ 2S? :!: ill n s~ r er F~ 

up (, 1. ay 1., if' '0 I d " ' t s+c c' etsr.+ 1 , : SA " 
,. 

baby. II SLe t .lrew it un 1.,:J.. fle ':;:' 2:\.'; 1.. t: r t ; + or'ul:l c 1_ 

tinue "(,0 CI',' lI ... 1..il it CD 1.01 r 'd -':!: LL ir j r r -'-1 ,r c1-.i ld 

er. fer , 
c. .... +art _u. L " O. 

, 
tee :r it. .' 

y" v bS , 11 r C ..:: l C lfJ" . 
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DRAWING 

Name - Nana Boakye. A boy. 

Age 7, years Clas s 'Erimary Class IL 

Drawing made at nome with one child present 

a) Free drawing on a given Rectangle. No. 1 

Child ~ Shall I draw any 

r said Yes 

Child "r want something round to draw a Circle, 

a saucer will. do I think." 

r gave him a saucer and he drew a circle round it and 

coloured ;i. t • 

Child:.. "Shall I write apple underneath'c lt 

r asked the kind of apple he drew and he said it was a 

sweet apple • 

Child . "How do you spell 'sweet.'! · 

r taught him how to spell it. 

Something the child is a:fraid of _ No_ 2 

The child mentioned three things he was afraid o:f namely 

an elephant, a snake and a horse. L:f the three he said 

the snaKe was the one he feared most. 

Child ~ _ " What colour shall I use in drawing,' n 

I said any colour at all he liked. 

Child:.. "Shall I. write 'snake' in vernacular or in English'! ' 

r said ill. English_ 

Child ~ "What is the spelling" ', 

I dictated the s pelling for him~ 
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Chi~d~ -I shou~d be frightened _t o see a snak e, it is a 

dreadfu~ an::imaJ." _ 

The Unuleasantest thing the child CarL thin k of'. Hoo 3. 

Child :." I hate being beaten by my teacher, I hate the sight 

of a cane ., I will draw a teacher beating a boy." 

,So he drew a teach~r beating a boy. 

The .J.>leasantest thing the child can think of 0 1!.9..........i. 

Chi ld ~ " I l i ke a car, I ~ove to ride in it" 

" I 'll draw a car . shall I draw the tyres as we~l? " 

I poin-ted to where he could draw the tyres. 

Child: "I can't draw the inside of the car." 

I aSKed him to maKe an attempt. He managed to draw a 

man driving. with some difficulty. He was more interested 

in the colours and he selected green, red and blue which 

he said were the co~ours of C.E.E. 

A Fight. lie. 2. 

Child:. "I want to draw Roy AnATah but I should l.l.Ke to 

have a look at his picture first." 

He picked up a newspaper containing pictures of two 

boxers and copied from it. 

Child ~ "I will ~earn to box in future like Roy Ankrah." 



He wrote Roy Ankl:;ahunderneath une picture and 

copied Ray Famechon from the newspaper. 
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HaIla Gyemfi Age: 8 years~ Class: ~imary Glass Ill. 

Drawing made at hume with his brothe.r. 
A-illan and a woman NQ. 1. 

£!:!ill:-- "I want t_u draw from a picture~aw a man for 

me to see. "'1 can only draw the head"_ He saw the picture 

of a man and he c opied it, but chose his awn colours. 

ill1ill - "Shall I draw a woman with a headkerchief tied 

round her head? II 

I asked her t o draw any woman he could think of. This 

time he drew withQut .Looking at a picture. 

Ch~ld=-- 't~all I write man at the bottom of the picture 

a:f the man s o as to differenciate it from that of the woman" ? 

"The woman is wearing earriNgs and she is going t o market" 

Child: .- "I dreamt of twa hlass Servers serving a priest at 

Holy wass". "I like going to Holy ruass. I will one day 

become a ruass Server. if only daddy would not object t o my 

staying at the wission. I once suggested that t o him but. 

he seemed not to like the idea of my staying away from him." 

He drew an Altar, and candle StiCKS, a priest and twu 

servers and then lastly the chalice. 

Child :-- The priest was saying "Dominus Vabiscum". 

(God be with you) 
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