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is resean:h is devoted to the study of the contributions that child labo~ers make to the 
-If are ofthe1r families among residents of Ahinsan. a suburb of Kumasl 

c PUrp05"-C sampling method was adopted in conjunction with face to face mtervlew 
oughlhclflterviCVo-gUidc 

e (ollow1Og. Inter alia. were the major findings_ First, most oflhc parents/guardians of 
.Idren who were engaging in clUld labour wert of lOIN educational background_ II was 
:ar from the study that the aocio-eeonomic level of households whose children were 
lulgingl.nchildlabourwasgencnJlylow_ 

)reovcr it wu revealed that child labourers contributed cash orkmd to supplement 
K1.renlmedicaJfces.b&sicciothingnced.sandcducationalnecdsoftheirhouschold 
ough the income they give to the family budget. The data also indicated that most of 
: child labourers were working because they have been asked by their parents to do so 

500flmportance.illhclindmglhatcruldworkerslackedlramtngandskillsforlhc 
lCofworktheywCfecng:agmgln 
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.: . . '.: .. . _; ..• . . '. , .... ... _ •. . .~ofmOltfamilicsand 
lyl"lU1es.e childreo the opportunity to work would adversely affect the standard of 
IMgandsubseqUeDtsUlVIValoftheirfarmlies. 

e major rec:ommendalions and suggestions from the study werc that there should be 
uive Lmprovement ofttle economy so IS to make it unnecessary to Ni\"e recourse to 
economic activity of children; there soould be pI"Ogrt'SSive extension of economic and 

·ialmeasuresloalleviatcpovertyw!lerevcritexist;therc5houldbeprogres.sive 
ensionand 

clicablenessofthefree, univCBaJ and compulsory educ.'ion and the provision of 
mng and apprenticeship schemel to all child labouren who are illiterates and droP-OUI 
JCOOoI. 
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1.1. I'ITRODn"T10:-l 

01lld labour is a pheno~non condemned by most people but parado~oc;tlly the 

practice persists both in the affluent and poor societies. 

it was estimated in 1996 that some 250 million children betw(..-cn the 3f!es of 5 and 

14 were workmg in developing countries nearly double the previous estimates, the 

internatIonal labour organization (lLO) said in 8 new Report. Of this total some 

120 OlJllion worked part-tlllle said the report, Child labour, Targeting the 

In.olerablc (Chronicle No.4, 1996 p. 19). 

laundllng the 199" State oftheWorld'sCllildrcn Report in :--.lew York on 11th 

December 1996, an Executive Director of the United Nation Children Fund 

(UNICEF) called for an immediate end to the most intolerable forms of child 

labour such as prostitution or bonded labour describing them as "so grave an abuse 

of human rights that the world must come 10 regard them in the way it does slavery 

as something unju5tifiable under any CIrcumstances", 

Some 61 percent of child workers or nearty 153 million were found in Asia. 32 

percent or 80 million were in Africa and 7 percent, or 17,S million lived in Latin 

America, 

Th~e is eVidence that child labour also exist in many industrialized countries 

Including Italy, Ponugal. the Untted Kingdom and the United States, 
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and ASlsn Countries rhat are 

In tranSItion to a market economy. 

While many of tbe children who are working engaged in actIVities permitted by 

national and international standards. many more are workin~ in violation of these 

standards. Such is the case for example of: 

(a) Young girls working in small industrial cntcrpnses in tasks that involve 

handling rmcroscopically fine wires, finally resulting in lost of eyesight within five 

toclght yea rs 

(b) Shepherd boys subcontracted to owners of large estates to work as long as 15 

hours a day. 

te) Children working under ground in mines 

(d) Bonded Children. 

(e) Children employed as seasonal and cheap labourers in pesticide· soaked 

field. 

(f) Children working in numerous small industrial workshops and service 

establishment 

(g) And lastly children in street trade practically ubiquitous in the developing 

world including Ghana. Most of these child workers are working long hours for 

low wages under condition damaging to their heahh and to their phYSical and 

mental developmenl and sometimes separated from opportUnlues that could open 

up for .hem a better fulure. (ILO, 1986) 
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• .. ... ~. _ _ ••••. __ • ~ .... _ A .. _ .... ... " ." . I ........ ed mainly by the strUcture of 

the economy and the level and pace of development of a particular soclely 

In fa rmmg communities labour by children IS an integral part of the socialization 

process and a means of transmitting traditionally acqUIred technological 

development. The participation of all those who can contribute to domestic or non-

domestic production IS essential for meeting the consumpt ion requlfcmcnls of the 

f. mlly and household. Child labour therefore is essential part of the fa rm 

household's survival strategy. This situation is still prevalent in many parts of rura l 

Africa including Ghana, Asia and to some extent Latin America. Comparative 

patterns may be found in artisan workshops and small services. 

Historically. the growth of wage labour and industria l expansion are associated 

with a decline in child employment. The early stages of industrialization however, 

are marked by a high incidence of child employment often under extremel y poor 

and indeed exploitative conditions. (ILO. 1986) 

In many developing countnes, including Ghana children are found working in all 

types of industrial and service establishments in urban areas in both the normal and 

the mfonnal sectors and also m commercial agriculture. Often they work for low 

wages and for excessively long hours, vulnerable, flexib le and unorganized. Child 

workers are used (or reducing labour costs and maintainmg competitive advantages 

and as a means of adaplmg and responding to economic uncertalntlCS and 

fluctuations in demand. 
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~ted in 1992, eight hundred 

thousand (800,000) children between seven and fourteen years were 10 child labour 

in Ghana 

Anyone in Ghana resident or visitor does not need anybody befon:: concluding that 

the problem of child labour seems to have been institutionalized. On the streets. 

roads and markets are found swarm of children, some of them as young 85 5 years. 

sweating under all kinds of merchandise and most of the time risking their lives by 

either crossmg or running along side speeding vehicles to sell their wares. More 

disturbing is the age of children who sell iced-water or pure water. Some of these 

child workers look very innocent. feeble and intelligible when one engages them in 

conversation. This Situation calls for concern and investigation 

1.2. STATE:\-IENT OF THE PROBLE:\I. 

The universal perception of cluld labour as a problem stems from the wide spread 

belief that the employment of children especially young children has harmful 

effects including the de5tructive consequences for the child's intellectual and 

physical development 

These are particularly serious for children who work in hazardous induslnes risking 

accident and injury. There an:: others working in conditions that take a slower but 

definite toll on the child·, health. (ILO, 1986. 1996) 
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andard Survey (GLSS). that 

around 28 percent children between the ages of7 ~14 years were involved in child 

labour. [his nationally adds up to around 800.000 children in child labour. In 1992. 

out of the total number of children wbo were working 66 percent were also going 

to school and 90 percent involved in household chores. 20 percent of boys and 17 

percent of girls were observed to be both working and going to school. \1osl of 

these children may not be able to develop their talents and acquIre the needed skills 

for a hnghter future. This would obviously mean a lot of talents going down the 

dram. Thus. the wealth and health of the nation's human resources meant for 

development are under-utilized if not wasted. 

The Im'cmmenl of Ghana was the first to ratify the U.N Convention on the Right 

of the Child (C.R.C) in 1990, and other non-governmental organlLatlon have In that 

past and recently concerned themselves in the battlc against the problem by 

demonstrating their conunitment to meeting the urgent needs of children in the 

country through legislation and other interventions. Some of these initiations are, .. 

THE CHILD CANNOT WAIT" that was developed in 1992 and ··THF GIRL. 

(·HILD" which was made popular after the Beijing conference in t 995. Ghana 

labour regulations and constitution all give meaning to the rights of the child. 
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11 uncommon to sec school-

aged children spending long hours in employment activities that may impc:de their 

intellectual and physical development. 

One proposal for the ultimate solution to the child labour problem is to place a ban 

on child labour; however it has been argued that placing a ban on child labour may 

worsen the plight of many families and households especially in low-income 

countncs. This is because ehi ld labour in these countries has to do with the 

hvehhood and survival of many families and conununities. (Basu, 1 (98) 

In India Rodgers, Gerry and Standing (1981) found that child labourers of 

especially poor parents were the main stay of their families. In Ghana. a low 

Income country, concern hIS been raised by governments as to the possible link 

between the contributions that child labourers make to their family welfare and the 

persistence of the phenomenon. However not a lot of studies have been done in this 

area to the under.;tanding of this key detenninant of child labour for the 

formulation of effective policies in reducing and eventually eliminating child 

labuur 

\Ioreovcr. in the battle against child labour a variety oflaws and interventIons have 

been tried and even more discussed. In Ghana as has already been said, some of the 

mterventions are the Free CompulsoJ)· Universal Basic Education (F.C'.L.B.E) 

auned, in theory, to allow aU children under the age of 16 to attend school at no 

cosI, the Girl Child Education Programme aim at getting more girls to school and 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



the Child. Allth ... auempts 

have done little to address the child labour problem because these inlen cntiom 

were concerned about the "cost to the child" leaving out the "the cost to the t.1ntily" 

whose welfare the ..... orking children contribute in cash or kind. Most of the studies 

on child labour for instance the one conducted by Canagarajah and Coulombe 

(1997) have focused on the negative Impact of the pbenomenon Ignormg most the 

tnne the positive aspect. This has left a gap in the quest for knowledge on the 

subject. Thus. it is the aim of this study to find oul the contributions of child 

labourers that have helped to perpetuate the phenomenon and make some 

sug~cstions for poJicy consideration and direction. 

1.3 Objecthies oflhe stud~·. 

The: general objective of the study is to examine the contributions that children who 

mdulge In child labour make to their family welfare. 

SDeciOcaliv the objectives are: 

(a) To examine the socio-demographic background of child labourers and their 

parents. 

I b ) To eX8TTllne how the contribution of child labour to farruly welfare 

mOucnccs the persistence of child labour, 

10 lind out reasons why the children work and 
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e child Labour menace. 

1.4 !\1etbodology 

In any social survey, one has to find some praclical and rationally acceptab le 

means of choosing the umts of analysis from a particular Universe under 

investIgatiOn. This section deals with methods and techniques used in choosing the 

target group. 

1.4.1 Sampling. 

For the purpose of this study, sampling may be defined as exammatlon of a 

carefully selected proportion of the units of the phenomena in order to extend 

knowledge gained from the study of the pan to the whole from which the part was 

:-.clected. 

The purposive sampling was used to select the target group of 281 made up of 109 

children between ages 5 - 17 years. Both boys and girls in the fonnal and mformal 

sector In the catchments area engaged in economic activity for income (in cash or 

klOd) and their 109 eligible parents/guardians. 

Since the unit of analysis was individual located in the household, the household 

was used as the unil of interviewing. 
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r 0 conduct any social inquiry it is always vital to adopt techniques to enable one 

come out with facts and answers to research questions. These techniques are the 

concemofthisscction 

First and foremost technique was the interview guide. which was designed to 

unfold facts , test knowledge of infonnants about the study. 

In designing the interview guide fonowing considerations were made; 

The questions were very simple. brief and straightforward 

b. The sequence and subject matter of the questions were logical and concise. 

Care was taken to avoid leading and loaded questions as well as amb igUity In 

the phraseology of each question. 

Moreover. In all. 38 closed-ended questions and 4 opened-ended questions were 

used in the mien-lew-guide. The interview guide was in two main sections. on.: 

directed to eligible children and other to eligible parents/guard ians. 

hnhermore. face-to-face interviewing method was used to admmlster [he 

Interviewing by the IOvcstlgator by first lTansiating the conlent into Twi. which was 

the dOminant language in the area and in wbich the investigator was well versed. 
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interesting. The use of the 

native language was adopted hand in hand with critical obser..-allOns and probing. 

The investigator in the course of the interview created an armosphere. which was 

friendly. cordial and relaxed enough to allow the respondents to feel at ease to 

provide accurate, reliable and required answers to questions put to them 

Again the usc of secondary sources is also worthy of mention. The Regiona l 

Institute of Population Studies (RIPS) library. the c.~ Information Center library, 

the Kumasi office of the Statistical Sel"Vice. the Balme library, the Sociology 

Department library, the Kwame Nkrumah L'Olverslty of Science and Technology 

(K.N.U.S.T) library. Newspaper articles were very helpful in providing vital 

documents in which useful information on the topic could be traced 

Finally information was also collected from the palace of the study area. 

Information acquired here was mainly used for the background of the area under 

study. Ahensan. 

1.5 Definition of Key ('oncepts and Terms. 

As IIlOIt soeial science concepts and terms are nebulous. evasive and !\omctimes 

controversial. it will be useful at thiS Juncture to specify the ways in which Ihe 
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ivity. household and family 

welfare are used inthisstOOy. 

rhe concept of child labour is not as simple and sb"algbtforNard as it may appcar. 

Childhood can be defined in terms of age, but then different societies may have 

different age thresholds for detnal'Cating childhood and adu lthood. In some 

societies, age may not be a sufficient basis for defining "adult" and "chi ld" status. 

In 51111 olhers, the integration of children into socio..cconomic life may begin so 

early and the transition from childhood and adulthood may be so smooth and 

gradual that it may be virtually impossible to identify clearly the different life 

phases (fLO, 1986). There should therefore be the need to rccogmze that child 

labour could mean different things in different socicnes and at different tImes. 

However. in the conlext of child labour, a working definition of "chi ld" will be a 

person below the Ghanaian voting age of 18 years 

Labour too can be a controversial concept to define especially in the case of 

children. Children assist their families for example. at home from early years on; 

they also asS ist in farms and in shops , But this is not what is referred to as child 

labour. Rather child lahow is employment situation where children engage In 

economic activity on more or less regular basis. which has the potential to 

negallvely affect the child's health, school and normal development, to earn a 

livelihood for themselves or their families. 
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• • ,,~ ~ > . _ _ ~~ ~~.,.., r,."'" ... II"> 1.", ~ ",,~j"V is intended to cover children 

under the age of 18 yean engaged in economic activity with the aim of earning a 

livelihood for themseh'es or for theIr families. Economic activitythereforc includes 

any work performed by children for profit or family gain. 

The term household is demographically defined as a group of people who eat 

together from the same pot. However the term is used here to mean <I person or 

group of persons who live together in the same house or compound, share the same 

house keeping arrangements and are catered for as onc unit. It should however be 

emphasized here that members of a household are not necessarily related by blood 

ormamage. 

The term welfare is very broad and encompassing and thus very difficult to define. 

It is SOmctlnlCS considered in tenns of well being. that is the comfort and happiness 

of an individual, group or a country. 

Moreover. welfare is often referred to as help with the living conditions or social 

difficulty of the less fortunate within a society in order to improve their lives. 

Furthermore in the United States of America and other countries of the world 

welfare could mean a system of additional government help for those In specia l 

need. As could be seen from the above the term welfare is very controversial and 

di fficult to define and measure, however for the purpose of this survey the 

following indicators lncluding household food. household rent, 
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household medical fees will 

be used to signify welfare. Thus if a child's contribution whether in cash Of kind is 

used to supplement any of the welfare indicators then the chIld iO question 

contribute to family welfare. 

1.6 Background of the Study Area. 

The nam'cs of Ahensan come from Denkyira. They are made up of two main clans. 

The Aduana and Asona. At Denkyira, the Aduana clans were the kingmakers. 

These positions have remained unchanged up to this present time. 

Due to some disputes and tribal wars that hit the area that is Denkyira. the two 

groups or clans with their royals migrated down to Kumasi. In Kumasl , the groups 

\\cnt to be the guest of the then "Offinsohene" and his ciders who later 

Incorporated them into his adOllmstration. 

As they were increasing In number at the king's palace they appealed to the king to 

give them a place to settle permanently. 

Nana Akosa Yladom, the "Offinsohene" who was the father of Osci Tutu 

(Paramount chicO visited him at Amakom. He laid their request before Osci Tutu. 

the paramount chief ofKumasi . 

-The Cltie/o/O./Iimo a Tow,. ill Ashanti Re1:ioll ofGJl(ln(l 
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· .• ~ took a cutlass and went to 

demarcate I!l boundary for them. 

On thelT way to the a~ they came across three rivers namely Aboabo. Wewe and 

Sise where they finally stopped. Nana Osei Tutu proclaimed, "here you are with 

Wewe river in front of you. Akosu River on your left, Sise on YOUT right and 

Aboabo Rh'cr at your back, stay here", The area was called Nsutam. meaning land 

surrounded by nvers. They first settled in this area. which was characterized by a 

thick forest with various kinds of animals, 

Not long they had settled in this new area than they began to mcrcase m number 

through birth and enugrants who carne from other parts of Kumasi. One day Nana 

Osci Tutu decided to go and see how they were doing at their new found 

settlement, but to their amazement. the king and his entourage returned the same 

day to where they had come from The town thus got it's present name 

AHENSAN on that day because on that day, the King Osei Tutu and his sub chiefs 

visited them and returned on the same day, Ahensan therefore Ilterally means" the 

chiefs have returned", 

The main economic activities of their forebean were fanning and hunting, 

However. with the ushering in of colonialism, with it's accompanying factors of 

change many of their lands were given to the Europeans to set up industnes. The 

farming and hunting activities gave way to industries, 
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, , _ # . _ ~ ,'.,, _ :-_"':-'A .. ,1., .. . . ,J" .... J,,; ~~_ In f.~ h.d no other alternative than to 

go and work for these industrial establishments. 

;\1 prescOl, Ahensan is the main industrial area of the Ashanti Region and located 

between Asokwa and Atonsu. all suburbs of Kumasl along the Lake Bosomtwe 

road. Ahensan holSSeS such industnal establishment as Sawmills, Ghana Breweries 

I .Imlced, Coca Cola Bottling Company and Jute Factory. 

Currently. Ahensan has a population of about 5000 inhabitants. Most of the present 

inhabitants of Ahensan are industrial workers rendering services to most of these 

industnal establishments. With the recent redeployment exercise going on in 

various Industrial establishments as one of management strategy to cut down cost 

of production, most of these workers, especially. those wllh low education have 

had their appointments terminated. 

In order for the affected workers and their dependents to keep their heads above 

water. most of them bad turned to petty trading and other menial jobs. 

Concerning education Ahensan can boost of one primary school running two shifts 

system and one junior secondary school and four private schools. 
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L1TERATt:1U: REVIEW 

2.1 IntroductioD 

Child labour has been a topic of long standing interest (0 social scientist. Under this 

very chapter a review of some literature on the phenomenon child labour as they 

related to the topic. contribution of child labour to family welfare will be 

hIghlighted. 

The chapter will be divided into various sections under the following hCildmgs, 

(i) Child labour in Traditional Societies. 

(ii) Child labour In the industrial Revolution, 

(iii) Researches in Child labour in other countries and 

(iv) The current Slate of infonnation on Child labour In Ghana 

(v) Cond\lsion 

2.2 ( hild Labour in Traditional Socielles. 

What is qUite stnking and note-worthy is that child labour has not always been 

thought of as an evil. There have been limes when It was treated as unpleasant to 

Ihe child but nevertheless desirable to the families and communities and as a form 

::>f edUl.:ahon.lhus we find an eighteen-century writer observing that parents, whose 

:hildhood was spent In Idleness have contracted every absurd prejudice a~alnst the 

:mploymcnt of children as unnatural, cruel and unprofitable (Hutchins and 

Harrison 1903). In agrarian societies. work by children was an integral part of the 
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nonally acquired skIlls from 

parent to child. Moreover. in societies at low levels of technological development 

the partIcipatIon of all those who can contribute to domestic or non-domL.'Stic 

production is essential for meeting the consumption requIrements of the household. 

Child labour was therefore an essential part of the fann household survival 

strategy. This situation IS still prevalent In many parts of rural Africa and Asia and 

to some extent, Latin Amencan. In such SOCieties the division of labour IS largely 

based on sex, and physical capacity. Thus, children. until they reach a certain age, 

are lRvolved in light and time-intensive activities while adults usually take up 

effort-intcnsiveactivities.(1LO. 1986) 

In her book Growing up in Dagbon, Christine Oppong observed that the functIOns 

of the child In the family and the society were simply perfonned as a Illallcr of duty 

and as a means of socialization and acquIsition of occupational skills and as a 

cultural nonn, Oppong again observed that children become carvers. blacksmith, 

and 1tylophone players because their fathers or kin members were already 10 these 

occupations. Female children engaged in child care arrangements . To her. it was 

popular 10 Oagoon, as in several parts of Ghana to 5ee a seven year old girl. for 

example. carrying on her back a sibling of about one year old which she fed and 

wash«! (Oppong, 1973). 
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· . ! contributions of children to 

their family. According to him children followed their fathers to nullct farms. 

tended sheep, goats and cattle. Among the Ashant1. Rattray (1923) remarked that 

among other things. male children followed their fathers to farms, tended goats or 

cattle as part of the sociali7.1110n process. So Fortes (1949), Rattray (1923) and 

Oppong (1973) all observed that the contributions of children to family welfare In 

traditional Ghanaian societies were all part of the normal process of socialization 

and not for economic reasons. Thus, the phenomenon of child labour in the context 

of the study then would seem to have antecedent in the traditional setting In Ghana. 

Nevertheless. the engagement of children in income earning activities within the 

modem Ghanaian soclo-ccononuc transformation is a recent phenomenon. The 

emergence of cash economy has transformed these traditional work roles of 

children. 

2.3 Child labour iu tbe I.dustrial Revolution. 

Historically, the growth of wage labour and industrial expansion are associated 

with a declme in child employment. The early stages of industna lizauon howcver 

are marked by a high incidence of child employment, often under extremely poor 

and indeed expioitahve conditions OLO 1986). ~uring thi!; p~nod attention was 

drawn (0 the child labour problem. For Instance the British census dale reveal that 

the incidence of child labour was very high 10 the earty and middlc nmeteenth 

century. A~ording to the British Census of England and 
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· :>up were labourers and the 

stallstn:s for girls were 20.5%. During this epoch varied studies and thcori.:s were 

put fONan.! in an attempt to explain the causes of child labour. (Basu. 1(98) 

~an: (186?) for instance in Capital (volume II chapter 15 sec llOn J) virtually 

outlIned a formal model oftbecause of child labour. Marx first noted how with the 

rise of new tcchnology, in particular machinery, there arose scope for employing 

those whose limbs are all the more supple. The labour of women and children was 

therefore. the first thing sought by capitalist who used machinery (Marx III pages. 

867 and 372). However. Marx noted that since the machinery. was owned by one 

agent and capital by another, a diminished need for labour would lead to depressed 

wages. Empirical investigation. according to Lyons (1989), cast doubt whether 

average wages did fall dunng this period, however in certain sectors such as the 

loom. thIS was certainly the case so much so thlt, firstly. it may be worth-while for 

the capltailst to use labour liberally and. secondly. it may be necessary for wurkers 

to have their entire fa.Jnily work 10 order to make ends meet. Marx (1867 p.3?3) 

concluded that "Machinery thus depreciates (the man's) Labour. power ...... In 

order that the family may live people must now not only labour but expend 

surplus." Marx here attributed the cause of child labour to Ihe lise in new 

technology thaI is machine. Bua Marx (1867) made one vital point. which is 

relevant to t1us study. That is, for families to make ends meet they had 10 make all 

members including children. work for the capitalist. Taken at another level. It could 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



:ontributeto the survival and 

for that matter the welfare of their families. Although. Marx's (J867) model is 

unscientific it addresses some: of the current issue~ concerning child labour. 

Also of importance IS the anempt made by some economic theorists to explain 

child labour. According to these theorists. family economy may direct or constrain 

the activities of individual family members including children. It does so in a 

context of other social and economic organization beyond its immediate control. 

rOT family economic theorist like Tilly (1979). the key to an industrial mode of 

production wa."I the monetization of people's relationship to production and each 

other (pg.;\81·82) through the development of family economy in which ""ages 

.1nd access of family members to wage earning were a powerful orgallli'.mg 

pnnciple off.lmlly effon from the earliest opportunity (pg.74) Hare\'cll .. ~win noted 

that such important activities 81 children leaving school to work or leaving home 

now considered acts of individual timing were histOrically much 

synchronized to collective family needs and schedules (pg.7). 

2.4 Researches on Child Labour 10 Otber CouDtrit!s. 

Research in some countnes has pin-pointed the conlnbulions child labourers make 

to family income in particular and family welfare in general. Studies of chIld 

labour In Chile (Da Vanzo 1972) and Salvador (Peek 1979), India (Ronscn.l\\Clg 
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" <Ie consistently demonstrated 

the Immense contributions that child labour makes to family income in particular 

and welfare in general. 

Rodgers and Standing(ed 1983) in their book child, poV(!rty, and 

l..:"d"rde''('/opmefl/, observed that working children of the poor were the mamstay 

of their families and not allowing them to work would lead to greater hardship and 

misery for their families. Rodgers and Standing (1983) also found thaI two boys 

who had left school and were working in a glass industry had to do so because they 

had 10 service a loan their father contracted before he was involved in an accident. 

They also found that in some situations parents themselves sent their children and 

begged for them to be employed to avoid starvation. 

In India. children of peasant or bonded-labour families have often been put or 

pledged as servants and labourers in the how.ehold of richer peasant and landlords 

10 heu of debt repayment Again in India it was found in some cases that families 

had been able to meet their obligation to landlords only through some members. 

mostly children. going out temporarily to earn necessary income. 

(~arlaandMaharaj. )Q78). n·" 
~O·. " . . . ~

. 

"."./ 
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',. _. , _ _ , __ : ' _'- ; 1..1_ r_ ;_ ....... __ ........ ., ","""nun.ties is typically pan offarnily 

survival strategy _ a response to extreme poveny or major household cnsCS such as 

death. departure and the unemployment of the principal income earners (Rodgers. 

IQ831 

in Kano in Nigeria Schddkrout (1981) found how children contributed to the 

mamtenance of the adult division of labour, According to him. they undertook 

many tradmg:. fetching and carrymg chores which otherwise should have fallen to 

\\omcn. but would be unacceptable with the institution of the purdah.· In Kano It 

was often assumed that young girls engaged in street-trading to contribute to family 

income or procure subsistence. however this was seldom found for the vast 

ma,onty of girls who engaged in street trading. 

The5C girls mostly were not contributing their earnmg to supplement family 

subsistence but rather performing actiVity. which IS culturally prescribed. 

prerequisite 10 marriage. Thus. not only did young girls through street-trading 

augment their mother's Income which are usually used for housing, food and basic 

clothing but to attract suitors by using some of their earnings to purchase thei r own 

dowrlC6 

It was further found in Kana by Schildkrout (1981) that the dependence of adults 

on children is considerable and has. Significant malerial base and children perform 

Important work in the home and in the family enterprise. Children are often the 

only pTOipCClive support for parents in old age, 

R" prriod of srcillsio" lor women 
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improve the family standard 

of living 

Moreover. Cain (1977) found Ihat children in Bangladesh village were not 

producers by 15 years. Thus, In Bangladesh children were current cconorruc 

resources for poor parent Jacob)' and Skoufia (1997) found that child labour help 

cushion the income of rural Indian families. Also according to an ILO report titled 

Child Labour a Briefing Manual (1986 p.8) children in the developing \\orld work 

out of necessity and Without their earning however small, the already low living 

.;tandards of their families would still be lower. 

Interestingly. in Pakistan when an eight·year old child labourer was asked why he 

... as indUlging In the scavenging for tin cans and plastic bags in a dump. Ihe answer 

.... as I do it to support my mother. "In Indonesil the minister of Education and 

:'ulture In a statement attributed the IOcldence of child labour in the country to 

Jarents. "Parents have asked their younger hoys and girls to leave school. not 

)tcause they cannot afford the fees. but because the children are asked to make 

:nds meet." (Footpnnt. 1999) 

~Iso in Cambodia, Don 14 and his ten-year old sister were asked to go to Bangkok 

o labour to support the family income. 

~ ~"'~,-- ,-'" , " 
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lOuld go because they need 

money "(Footprinl January 1999 edition p. II). 

Furthermore, in Cote d'voire it was found that labour force participation is 

In\'ersely relaled to welfare level. The very poor parents with low income, was 

found to be more susceptible to child labour than those wnh high income. It was 

further found in Cote d'volre that among non-poor families. 14% of the adolescent 

worked. For the very poor families, the conuponding percentages were J 1 % and 

730;' (Grootlert. 1998). Another empirical studies from Peru has revealed that 

children contribute as high as one third of household income at times and thclr 

income source cannot be treated as insignificant by poor families (Patnnos and 

Psacharopoulous, 1997). 

2.S Th~ Currrni State Of InformatioD On Child Labour In Gbana 

lllc above studies have shown the extent to which children ' s economic activities 

for lhal matter child labour has helped to improve the living conditions of their 

families In some countnes around the globe. In Glwla there are scanry Information 

about the contribution that child labour make in imprOVing tbe living standard of 

families. YJost ofthe conocmJ have always been limited to Just political statements, 

newspapers reporting and observations, For instance the Ashanti Regional Minister 

IR the past N.D.C government of Ghana, addressing a day's workshop on child 

labour m Kumasi pointed OUI that child labour in Ghana has to do with the 

hvehhood and survival of many families and communities 

-/ Tire th~" N.D.C. Mi"iste,. M,.. NUllmah Doltkor 
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supported by any studies in any pan of Ghana as to the contribution of child labour 

to families and communities survival which is pertinent to their welfare. 

Also wntlng under the caprion "Spare a thought for the d1l1d Hawker," newspaper 

columnist. Nana Bo~ pointed out among others, that parents. particularly 

~ mgle mothers out ofpovcrty and desperation send their children onto the streets to 

sell and earn some money either to supplement the "Chop money" (that IS house-

keeping money) or towards the purchase of their school requirements (Wednesday 

April. 12th to Tuesday April 18th, 2000 edition of the Free Press), In a similar 

statement. the N.O.C government Central Regional Minister said parents cngaged 

their wards in petty trading for short economic rewards. (Daily Graphic. Accra. 

Fnday, 14 July 20(0) 

2.6 (,onclusion 

All the above Indicate the perceptions various people have on the phenomenon of 

Child labour. In Ghana as has been indicated. several people hold to the bcliefthat 

.:hddren indulge in child labour because IhelT families benefit through the 

:ontributlon. both cash and kind that emanates from their earnings. However. most 

cscarches on child such as Child labour and Schooling In Ghana by 

'anagarajahand Coulombe, 1997, so far have dealt with the negative aspect of the 

uoblcm, mainly emphasizing on the negative impact on the child', developmcnt 

"1 Tire '''~n N.D,C Mi"ister Mr. Jacob Artlrur. 
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le children development has 

led most researchers to ignore some of the positive aspects of child labour with 

regard to the contribution it makes to the welfare of families. Observation such as 

these and the apparent lack of enough information on the subject in Ghana has led 

the researcher to further research into the contribution that child labour makes to 

family welfare among residents of Ahensan, a suburb of Kumasi 
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DATA A:-IAL VSIS 
Introduction: 

! pnme purpose of this investigation is to find OUI the conoibution of . 
ld labourers to family welfare and its influence on the persistence of child 
our as a problem. Thus this chapter seeks to analyse the results of the 
\'cy in relation to the aims and objectives of the invesngauon. This 
pIer IS in two sections. 

CTIOI\O:-lE 

.I Introduction 
s section analyses the response of parents and guardians and heads of 
scholds. Topics that will be analysed here Include the socia-demographic 
racteristics of respondents made up afthelr marital and educational status 
)ng others, Also of concern are the respondent's household 
racteristics, their views on children's contribution to family welfare and 
r future aspirations. 

2 SOcio-demographic characteristics of Parents/Guardians/Heads of 
,.hold. 
soclo-demographic charactensnc of respondents to be discussed hC're 

ude the following. 
\1aritaISlatuses . 
Educational statuses. 
Elhmclty, 
::>ccupation and 
{elatl(ln ~hlp 

lie 1: Di,t.-ihutioD of marital status of respondents. 

RITAl STATtS FRF. rEN,V 
(;11· 21 
RRIED 68 
·ARATED 2 
ORCED 12 
)OWEIl h 

rAL 109 

PERCENTAGE 
19.3 
62.4 
1.8 
11.0 
5.5 
100 
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society or community. It is 8 

channel through which individuals are born into the society or community 10 order 

for the SOCICty or community to mainlAin its continuity. The marital status of an 

mdividual may influence his or her view on whether children should mdulge in 

child labour. It is. therefore. expedient to exarrune the marital status of respondents 

who where Jivmg with child labourers . 

From tablc 1,21(19.3%) of respondents were single. Most of these groups \!,we 

siblings of the child labourers. 68(62.4%) of respondents were mamed, only 2 

representing 1.8°/. of the respondents were separated from their husbands and 

wives, 12(110;.) were divorced whiles 6 (5.5%) were widowed. 
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ndents. 

F.D[;CATIONAL FREQI·ENCY PERO:NT AGE 

STAT[;S 

I'W"Mrn 
S2 ~ 7. ~ 

MIDDLE 41 ~7A 

. SECONDARY 16 14.7 

TOTAL 109 100 

Education may influence one's outlook to accep( new idea and values. thus the 

educational status of respondents who arc living with children who indulge in child 

labour 15 very crucial to this study. 

From fable 2.52(47.7'/.) of the respondents were illiterates. 41 (3 7.6%) percent were 

Middle and Junior Secondary School leavers while only 16( 14.7%) were Senior 

Secondary School leavers. The 47.7 percent illiteracy rate coupled with rhe 37.6 

percent Middle and Junior Secondary Educational level depicts a low level of 

education generally for the respondents. This situation may have explained why 

they allowed children hving with them to labour for shorHerm gains. II may also 

imply that since nonnally level of education go band in hand with level of income, 

the low level of education might influenced the level of their earnings to warrant 

support in the fonn of contribution from their wards labour. 
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.)Odents. 

t I H"CITY FREQUE:-ICY PERCENTAr.E 

AKAN - - ----11-,-61;;-) - ----h5,,5.<5-

6.4 

EWE 22 20.2 

NORTHERN TRIBE 20 18.3 

rOTA I. 109 100 

From table 3. 55 percent of respondents were Akans. This is not amazing because 

the study area IS a typical Akan area. Most of the Akans were Ashantls. indigenous 

of the ar9. 6.4 percent of respondents were Ga, Adangbes. 20.2 percent were 

Ewes. whiles 18.3 percent were Northern tribes. This implies that the area IS an 

area of m·mJgratlon (that is area of migrants destination). This is not surpnsmg 

hcC:HI!'C the arca IS the maIO industrial area of the Ashanti RegIOn 

Table 4: Distribution of respondeDt's oecupalioD. 

OC<TPATION 
PETIY TRAOI:-;G 
CONSTRUCTION 
DRIVERS 
CLERICAL WORK 
INDUSTRIAU 

f"RE lJF.SCY 
4-

13 
9 
II 

WORKERLABOl:RERS 29 
109 

PERCENTAGE 
431 
11.9 
8.3 
10.1 

26.6 
100.0 
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Ire of work of parents and 

~uardlans of child workers . From table 4,47(43.1%) of respondents were m pelt) 

trading. 13(11.9°/.) were in construction as mason, 9(8.3%) was drivers. II( 10.1 %) 

were clerical workers &nd 29(26.6%) were labourers in various industnal 

establishments ranging from brewing to saw milling. The standard of employment 

of the respondent are very low generally. This might be due to the low level of 

education of the respondent as evident in Table 2. The type ofemployrncnt cum the 

low level of education might have influenced their wards to work and contribute to 

the family welfare 

Table 5: Distribution of Respondent's relationship to child labourers. 

RElATO'lSIIIP TO FREQUE'ICY I PRECENTAGE 

CllIlOlABOURF:Il._ ~--------l 
CHILD nU 55 II 
BROTHER/SISTER II 10.1 
GRAND CHilD 13 11.9 
OTHER RELATIVE 16 14 .7 
NON-RELATIVE 9 8,) 

rOTAl 109 100 

The relationship that child bears to hiS or her guardian might influenced the 

Jccision whether the child will work or otherwise. The aim of table 5 is to examine 

:he relationship that respondents had with the child labourers they were staymg 

.vith. 

From table 5. 60 (55.5%) that is more than half were stay;ng with their own 

:hildren. ll(IO.I%) were staying with their brothen and sisters. 13(11.9%) were 

;ta)'1ng with theu grandsons and grand daUghter, 16( 14 . 7~0) were staYing with their 

. 
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with children who were not their relatives. 

The ract that 97.7 percent of the child labourers were living with their own relatives 

majority or whom were their own parents might suggest poverty as the Immediate 

cause that could have influenced their relatives to Involve their own relations 10 

child labour. 

3.1.3 Household Cbaracteristics ofrespondcnts. 

This section is to analyse the household characteristics of respondents. This is very 

Imponant because it enables one to measure the soclo-economic levels of 

households and .lso important indicator orwell-being. The socio·economlc level of 

ho~ehold may innuence the decision to allow any member of the household to 

IOdulge in labour. 

<a> Type of Dwelling. 

OUI of the 109 respondents interviewed only 5 (4.6%) lived in flats apartment, 

while as many as 104(95.4%) lived in compound houses . mi, inter aha IS 

indicative of low socia-economic background of respondents. 

(b) Ownusbip of status of Dwelling 
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• . ': . . ... •. _I ... ~ '.'" • ::-A ' hey occupied. Most members 

of this group were those wbose dwellings were single rooms bequeath to them as 

Inhcntance. 82.6 percent rented their dweUing, 1.8 percenl had their dwelling 

provided free by real owners of the dwelling. Most pt.."()ple in this group were 

caretakers for Landlords. 

(C) Number of SleepiD~-roollls that Household occupies. 

<)3 out of tbe 109 respondents representing 85.3 percent were occupyIng single 

rooms with their entire household members. 11(10.1%) respondents were 

occupying two rooms with their entire household. 4 respondents representing 3.7 

percent were occupym~ three rooms with the1r entire household. 

(D) Average Monlhly Household Earnings. 

2 reprcsenlmg 1.8 percent of respondents earned an average income of less than 

hundred thousand cedis a month. 38 (35.5%) eamed average income between one 

hundred and two hundred thousand cedis a month , 35(32.7%) respondents earned 

between two hundred and three hundred thousand cedis. 22 (20.6%) received an 

average monthly income between three hundred and five hundred thousand cedis. 

10(9.3%) earned between five and six hundred thousand cedis, 
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95.4 percenl of respondent 

lived in compound houses, 82.6 percent rented their dwellings, 85.3 percent 

JCcupym~ .. mgle room with their entire household. 68.2 percent oflhem earning an 

1vcrage monthly household income of between one hundred and three hundred 

thousand eedis (less than 50 U.S dollars) sU8~cst that respondents generally have 

low soclo-econOmlC background. This may have influenced them to allow their 

jependents to be involved in child labour. 

1.IA Contribution or Cbild Labourers to Family Welrare. 

IRe cash and kind conlnbullon that child labourers make toward the welfare of 

heir family have been considered as one or lhe main determinants for the 

)CfSlstcnce of chIld labour. In Peru, empmcal studies have revealed that children 

ontribute u high as ODe third of household income at times. and their income. 

;ourcc C41nnot be treated as insignificant by poor famlhes. (putnnos and 

)sa5Charopoulous (1997). Thus the purpose of this section is to analyse the views 

If respondents on the contribution of child labourers to family welfare 

)ut of the 109 respondents 77.8% indicated that theIr wards that indulge in child 

abouT contribute cash or kind (0 family welfare. However. 22.2 pCTCent noted thai 

heir children contribute nothm!! to family welfare. Of Ihe respondents whose 

"'--~"--"."."'~~- 0 
w V-) 
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·hile 13.8 pen:en. responded 

mey received their contribution in a fonn of kind. 

To further delve into the contribution of children to the welfare of their families 

respondents were asked to indicate what their children's contributions were used 

for . Table 6. indicated that 39.3 percent use contributions to supplement food 

Intake of theIr fanuly. 15.5 percent used contributions to supplement monthly rent 

of household d ..... ellings, 13 percent used contributions to supplement household 

medical fees. 16.7 percent used contribution to supplement basic clolhmg 

requirement of the household; while 15.5 percent of respondents u"'l!d the 

contnbutions to supplement the educational expenses of the household. 

Table 6: Distribution of aspect of family welfare that cblldren contributions 

.. reustdfor. 

"[U'- Ut.E 

FOOD 

RENT 

MEDICAL FEES 

BASIC CLOTHING 

EDUCATION 

TOTAL 

33 

13 

II 

14 

13 

84 

39.3 

15.5 

IJ .I 

16.7 

1, .5 

100 
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mthly cash contribution that 

they receive from their children who are 10 child labour. 

34(430/0 ) respondents received between 21·50 thousand cedis per mouth. ~ost of 

the children 10 this category combined schooling and work . 35(43.3%) respondents 

received between 51·80 thousand cedis a month . 

8.9"0 respondents received between 81-100 thoul&l1d cedis or more a per month 

while 2.5% of the respondents received hundred thousand cedis per month 

Emanatmg from the above discussion there are enough evidence to support the fact 

thai child labourers contribute sub5tl.nliallyto the welfare of their fantilies and their 

mcome source cannot be treated as insIgnificant especially 10 poor families. This is 

evident by the fact that. 77.8 percent of parents and guardian admitted that children 

contnbuted cash and kind to famIly welfare in areas of food requirement of the 

household, basic clothing requirement of the household and the educational needs 

of the household. 
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-:hild labour will contmue as 

long as It benefits households of low income people. and for that matter the poor. 

Again. II also Imphes thai so far as parents who are supposl!d 10 protect thc nghts 

of children arc Ihemselves beneficiary or child labour, and for that matter violators 

of children 's rights il will be very difficult for respondents to socialite their 

children agamst child labour 

Table 7: Distribution of respondents view on the question What will h~ppen If 

child stops working? 

RESP()!';St: FREQU~("Y PERCENTAGE 

I~OllSE CANT AFFORD TO 37 33.9 

LIVE 

HOUSEHOLDllfVf.\lG 34 31.2 

STANDARD WILL FALL 

NOTHING WILL HAPPEN 38 34.9 

r.romTr:;:A..-I.-----+I;;;09.----+I"'OOo---==:j 

o 
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· .".~ " . -- Iurn respondents put on the 

contnbutlOns thai their children make to family welfare. This is to also investIgate 

Ihe effects respondents envisage on the household the bannmg of child labour. 

From table 7, 37{33.9%) of the respondents said their household cannot afford to 

live. when their wards stop indulging in child labour, 34(31 .2%) percent responded 

their household living standard will fall if their wards stop working, 38(34.9%) 

percent of the respondents said nothing will happen . However. 71(64%) 

respondents admitted that their households would be adversely affected. This 

means only 29.1·/0 respondents w;1I survive without their chIldren working 

The Implication of the above is that the involvement of children m child labour 

may be typically part of a family survival strategy - a response to extreme poverty 

or major household crises such as death . departure. and unemployment of the 

prinCipal tncomecamcrs. 

SimIlar finding, were found in Kano, by Schildkrout in Rodgers and Standing 

(19KI). It also unphes that the complete elinunation of child labour overnight may 

neither be feasible nor even desirable, capcclally, in view of the impmtancc share 

of child labour earnmgs in household income as reveal under the secl10n on the 

contribution of child labourers to family welfare in page 34. 
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This finding is also m line with an ILO report that children in developmg world 

work oul of necessity and without their earnings. however small. the aln:ady low 

living standards of their families would still be lower (ILO 1986 pg 8). 

fable 8: OistributioD of respondent's aspiration for the child labourer 

. ·LiCR[ ASPIRATION FREQUE:-ICY PERCENTAGE 

Go to School 35 32.1 

Won: for income 20 18.3 

Leam a trade 30 27.S 

Travel Abroad 23 21.1 

Olllen 0.9 

TOTAL 109 100 

-I 
I 

Table 8 gives the aspirations of respondents for the future development of child 

labourers who were living with them. From the data. 35(32.1%) of respondents 

wished classroom education for their wards. 20(18.3-/0) respondents aspired that 

their wards would continued to work for mcome, 30(27.5%) wanted thelT wards to 

learn a trade. while 23(21.1"-0) aspired that their wards would travel abroad for 

)!recnerpasturcs 

I·rom Ihe dalB, it seems [hal most oflhe respondents have not allowed their wards 

i.:lmrnbution to the family welfare overshadow the;r good sense of judgment. The)' 
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eys to unlocking many doors 

for theIr children. The 20 respondents representing less than one third percent of 

the respondents ,nest to this. The percentage of Ihose who wished that their 

chIldren wenllo school although towers above alllhe others, the percentage seems 

small owing to the importance of education 10 the mental and tntelleetual 

dc\ dopment of children. 

This may be due to the cost of educating a child vis-i-vis the urge for survival in 

the midst of lower earnings of respondents as discussed in page 34. The 23(21.1 %) 

respondents who aspired that their wards went abroad is not surprising, probably 

considering the "traveling abroad syndrome" which has gripped many a Ghanaian 

of late 

SECTIO!'lIl 

3,2,Iolroduclion 

ThIs sectIon WIll analyse the responses of child labourers. One of the objectives of 

this study is to investigate the demographic the demographic characteristIcs of 

child labourers. Thus. under this section this objective of this study among others 

will bc dIscussed. 

3.2.1 Socio-()cmognlphic: C'haraderistics of <.:bUdren Respondents 

The socio-demographic characteristics that will be discussed herc mcluded 

n .. ~pondcnts scx., age, cthmclty, education and nature of work. 
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st::\: FREQUENCY l'EIl~M,E 

~ 57 52.3 

FEMALE 52 47.7 

TOTAL 109 100.0 

From table 9.57(52.3°;') of the respondents were males as against 52(47.7°'0) that 

were remales. The slight difference in gender may be due to the fact that more girls 

afC now responding to the girl child educational campaign and thus imply that we 

should now also be talking about boy child education along side that of their 

f(.omalccountcrpan 

fablelO: Ale by se~ distribution of respondents 

~ --- fFREQUE~r-Y-- i I'ERCEN'I'A('F 
I 

(yEARS) !11 , F TOT :\1 CrOTj 

5-7 12 5.5 5.5 11.0 

g-IO 18 19 37 16.5 17.5 )3.9 

11-13 13 22 8.3 11.9 20.2 

14 - 16 18 ' 8 26 16.5 7.3 23.8 

I' 6 i6 12 5.5 5.5 11.0 

rm\l 57 52 109 52.3 47.7 litO 
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these 6(5 .5%) were males and 6(5.5'1.) were females. 37(33.90/.) respondents wert.': 

between the ages of 8 and 10 yeani. This is made up of 18{16.5°/.) males and 

19(17.9%) females. 22(20,2%) were between the ages of II - 13 years: out of this 

figure Q(8 . ~ . 9°;') and 13(11.9"'10) were males and females respectively. 26(23.8%} 

were hetw!!!!n 14-13 years. Of those between this age group, Ig(lh .5%) and 

8(7.3~o) were male and female respectively. 12(11.1%) were 17 years of age. 

From table 10, 4Q{44.Q%) respondents were between the ages of 5 and 10 years. 

Thi:. demographically is a very young group to engage to labour. They should be in 

school at thiS age . 1lteir participation In labour might shift their interest in 

education to that of money, which might not augur well for the society. The fact 

Ihat most of these children were staying with their parents as evident from table 4 

might also mean that parents arc Just sacrificing their children's future for 

economiC galOs, it may also i"'t'ly that due to the low level of cammgs of most of 

the parents the only avenue to keep their head out of the economic hardships is to 

expend the energies of their children in exchange of money. This is in line with a 

statement attnbutc.."<1 to IndoneSia numster of education when he said, "Parents have 

asked Ihelr younger boys and girls to leave school not because they cann01 afford 

the fees but because the children are asked to make ends mecl'\FootPrint. 1999: 11). 
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• 'I. - " ___ ~_ ... .. ... ..- ... .. f •• fhn ii""V'\L nildren) 

t J lI' iC lT\ ~~.{~t:E:"CY PERCENTAS; t: 

AKAN 49.5 

[WE 22 20.2 

NORTHERN TRIBES 21 24.8 

GA-ADAGBE 5.5 

!I TOTAL 109 100 

Akans constitute the largest single ethnic group among the respondents. They form 

49.5 percent of the respondents. Among the Akens majority of them were 

mdl~cnousAsantes 

Whde this IS not surpnsmg children of other ethnicity fonn 50.5 percent of 

respondents . Among them 24.8 percent came from the :"orthem tribes. 20.2 were 

Ewes from the Volta Region while 5.5 percent were Ga Adangbes from the Greater 

Accra Region . This m'!pllcs !bllt most of the respondents were migrants. li ving in 

Kumasi. It may also Imply that most of them had come with their parents to work 

at the study area, which is the main industrial area of Kuma!i. 
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)adents by tbeirsex 

EDt:( 'ATlON"'L~T\Tl S I FREQUENCY PERCESTAGE 

1"'""-r.;-----r;T'<>'OT;:-1"M,---,..- - ToT 

7.3 15.6 22.9 

~TIll tN SCHOOL 
1

23 

J'6 
2'.0 

34.0 )ROP OUT OF SClKXJL .17 

157 109 

f education is accepted as the trammg of the rrund and character of an individual. 

hen the educational background of respondcnl$ who indulge in child labour is a 

'cry vital tool for any analysis of child labour. Thus the purpose of table 12 is to 

nalysc the educational background of respondents 

lle data indicate that. 25(22.9%} of those who were taking part in child labour had 

ever been 10 the classroom. Out of Ihese 8 (7.3%) were males while 17(IS.6%} 

.. ere females. '-1oreover. 47(43 .10
/.) were still in school. Of these respondents that 

:ere still m school. 23 (21.1~.) were male while 24(22%) were female. 37 of the 

: .. pondcnts makmg up 34 percent were drop-outs from school. 26(23.9%) of the 

rop·oul group were males while 11 (10.1%) percent were females. Those who 

:tVC nc,'CT attended school and those who had dropped out were 62(56.C)CI/o), This 

gure does not give any comfort to any bodyconcemed with children's issue, This 

Ituation may also signify that the Free Compulsory Universal Education 

=Cl:BE). which aimed in theory thai all children under the age of 16 should attend 

;hool at no cost though laudable may nOl reflect the re.1Jity on the ground. 
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Considering the mean age ofrespondents of 10 S, It means that their involvement 

In child labour might constrain their ability to benefit fully from schooling and 

education thereby possibly condemning them to perpetual poverty and low \Va~e 

employment as most of their parents 

It may also mean that some parents considered the opportunity cost of sending their 

~hiJdren to school as less compared with allowing them 10 work for income for the 

welfare of the household . 

.<\nother striking phenomenon from table 12 is the fact that 17(15.6%) respondents 

who had never been to school were females. This may imply that there IS still the 

>ersistence in our culture the belief that males should be given the firsl optIOn 

Nhen it comes to access to education. It may runher imply that the glrl"'chlld 

:ducallOnal programme aimed at educating Ghanaians on the need to give equal 

;hance to both males and females access to education has not caught up with most 

Jcoplein the study area 

rhe 47(43.1%) children who were still in school imply that these children were 

:ombmmg school and work at the same time and dividing their time between the 

woo Thus, if their time is skewed to one side of the pendulum \\ ork or school 

:uffers. 

Ho ..... ever so far as their work benefits the family as diScussed above school 

Ittendance suffers with a Jot of ab5enteelsm eventually leading to drop outs. as 

able 12, shows. 
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.~ _ ' • .. ..., ... _ _ .r ___ :- __ ... _ .. -.. ...... .-.•• ,. _ , •• Nork by their lex 

'ATt:RE OF WORK FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

:II F TOT :II t' TOT 

[RUCK- 3.7 0.9 J .6 

Pt:SHER&KAYAKAYA· 
26 35 8 .. ' 23 .9 .12 .2 

"000 VENDORS 
6.J 6.J 

,ORRY MATE 
5.5 :\_5 

)OMESTIC SERVANT 
7 .. 1 7.3 

:O~STRt:CTlON 

13 18 31 119 16.5 28A 
'URE WATER VENDOR 

18 0.9 2.7 

rOILETRlES VENDORS 
10 10 9.2 :Q.2 

;HOE SHINNI~Ci 
3.7 

1
3

.
7 

JTHERS 

IQ~- 57 '52 109 52.3 47.7 ~100 _ 

--.J 

'Ghanaian parlance for market porters 
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Table 138 Distributinn flf Rl'~pond('nh Age by ~alurt' of Work 

1M" I'"'" 1mOD ll l '~)~:f(~:~:'ICONS 1'1 Rf. TOILF.TR j Sl((-)~ rOT:U;!,,/1 Pl,;SIIERI \'ENDUR~ MAlE SF.RVANT TRUe WATER -EIES SIlI ."I'G 
KAVAKAVA TlON VF."DOR VENDOR 

5 -7 I I 1:25%) (0%) (29%) (29%) (10%) 

g---j"() - - --
II I 2 17 

1:250/, 
(31.4%) (14.3%) (33.3%) (54.8%) (66.6%) (40%) 

-.-r:T3 "I 3 5 
(20%) (228%) (14.3%) (66.7%) (9.7%) (50%) 

I 
14 - 16 4 9 4 4 

I ~50% (80%) (25.7~·0) (552°.) (50%) (6.5%) (33.3%) 

~ 
---

6 -4 

TOTAL! , 
(17.1"0) (14.3%) (50%) 

------c----- - -+--
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The narure of the work of child labourers and the conditions under which children 

work aTe twin collaborators that take a slower but definite toll on the child's health 

md development. The purpose of table t3A and 138 is to analyse the nature of 

·cspondenlJwork.. 

rom tables 13A and 13B 5(4.6%) respondents were either cruck pushers or 

<ayakaya. 4(3.7%) were males and truck pushers. Among the Truck flushers or 

(ayakaya the youngest in tenns of age was between the ages of II and I ~ years 

vhile the rest were beN'cen the ages of 14·16. Food vending is the most common 

\'ork among the respondents, having 35(32.2-;.). As could be cxpected the majority 

If these werc females. They constituted 26(23,901.) as against I)(X,3%) males who 

vere between the ages ofS and to years. 7 1(65.750/.) were between the ages of II 

Ind 17 years 

lure water vending is second to food vending in terma of numbers Involved. 

\mong the respondents 31(28.1°0) males and 18(16.5%) were females selling of 

::ed water and pure water. Most young respondents, those between the ages of 5 

nd 10 years. were Involved in this type of work. From the table, 26 out of the 31 

~spondeots in this category were between the ages of 5 and 10 years. The rest 

.erc between lbeages of 11·13 yean. Asked where they were selling their goods, 
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nplies that these young and 

feeble oncs are left in me perij of vehicular traffic . They looked very Innocent 

when one enga~cs them in conversation. This also implies that they may be 

exposed to the scorching sun. which may affect their health and physical 

development. 

Furthermore, 6.4% of respondents all males were lorry-mates. 52.2% of these 

groups were between the ages of 14 and 16 years. while, 0.9% each was bet\veen 

the ages of8·10 years, 11 - 13 years and 17 year respectively. 

Moreover. 5.5·/0 of the respondents were domestic servants. This work was 

eKelusively females. 33.3% representing 2 of thIS !!roup were between the ages of8 

and J 0 years whiles 66.7% representing 4 of thil same t!roup were between the 

ages of 11-13 years. Looking at their ages it means the future deve lopment ofthcsc: 

nunors seems bleak and condemned to perpetual slavery. 

Again. 7.3% pen:ent of the respondents were engage in construction precisely 

mIXIng and carrymg: concrete for building construction. This type of work was also 

: x.clusively for males. 50% of these groups were between the ages of 14-1 b years 

whiles lhe other 50 percent were 17 years olds. 

\Jalali bU19.2% of the respondents were engaged in shoe shinning. 10% oflhese 

~ups wen: between the ages of 5-7 years, 40% between the ages of 8-10 years 

)(W. of the group wen: between 11-13 years 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



ing of toiletries, 66.6 percent 

of this group were between the ages of 8-10 years while the rest makm!! up 33.3 

percent were between 14-16 years of age. 

Lastly, other jobs like barbering and selling of second hand clothing takes 3.7 

percent of the respondents. 25 percent of these groups were between the ages of 5 

and 7 ~. 25 percent between the ages 8-10 years whiles 50 percent of this group 

were between the ages of 14-16 years. 

Generally 53.2 percent of respondents were in these various jobs as full - time 

o,IIorkcrs whiles 4.6.8 percent were doing them as part - time workers. 

From the table most of the respondents were engaged in the selling of one thing or 

mother. This implies that none of these Jobs have implicit training to equip these 

;hildren with skills that Will prepare them into adult life and be on their own. 

' oruudering the age of especially those who sell pure water and iced water one 

mght be inclined to say that these children are being Introduced to money at so an 

~rly a~c that rmght Jeopardize their future perception of life: However. they were 

loing these jobs probably because their parcntsl!,'uardian saw the immediate 

lefJetits as significant to the welfare of the family. This is supported by the fact that 

:6.2 percent of me respondents received the green light to work fi"om their parents. 

;.2.3 living Arrangement of Children. 

liis section deals with the analysis of living arrangement of respondents to see 

,ow it influences their involvement in child labour. 
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.,. •• •• • , ,,,. ~ Ir" "rtUdrea 

UVI'iG FRF.Q(;E:>ICY PERCE~TAG[ 

ARRA:'1GE!\1E:>IT 
OKLYFATHER 2.X 
ONl.Y MOTHI'R 

1
4 .0 

BOTH PARENTS 20 118.3 
fAfHER I 
&STEPMOTHER 

1
1

1.9 MOTHER 13 
&STEPMOTHER 
FATHER 19 17.4 
RELATIVE 38 34.9 
NON-RELATIVE 11 10. 1 
TOTAL 109 100.0 

Table 14, IS purposed to analyze the living arrangements of child labourers. From 

the table 14. 3(2JI%) of the respondents lived with only their father while 5(4.6%) 

hved with both parentsthllt is. their own fllthersand mothers, Moreover. 13( 11 .9%) 

lived with their o .... -n fathers and step-mothers while 19(17.4%) lived with their 

Jther relatives other lhan their own parents, 11(10.1°/.) lived with people who were 

rlotthei rrelatives 

me data shows that • large number of respondent! Jjved with relatives other than 

heir own parenti. This might be due to the fact that these relatives. burdened with 

he challenges of urban life. were compelled by circumstances rangmg from low 
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children to work for income 

as a form of contnbutlon (0 cushion the already low earnings oflhc household. The 

fact that 20( 18.3%) respondents were couples that have allowed their own children 

[0 indulge In child labour is very crucial. These parents might have: seen the 

significance of their children contributions as very crucial to the survival of thelT 

households. The data. table 7 supports this, where 37(33.9%) respondents admitted 

that without their children working the household could not afford to live 

From the data, srep parenthood might have also explained why most of the children 

Indulged In child labour. 31(29.3%) were lived with either. their mothers and step-

fathers or fathers and step-mothers. 

Single-parenthood might not be a very influential cause of children Indulging in 

child labour since from the table only 8(7.r/o) children respondents were Indulging 

in child lahour. The 11(10.1%) children who were living With non-relatives were 

mostly domestiC servants. 

3.2.4 Tbe Decision to Work. 

Thc source of authority to work within the family structure may be a very 

Important factor to the persistence of the child labour problem. 
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.. -:J,uestioo wbo asked ~'ou to 

engage In Ihis type of work? 

otTiS/(7;:)N;C;T;;'()7.W""O'""R-;;-K--'-';FRE=Q""UE",~:;r(':vy--1vPi'it:R~ 

fsEt:F 21 19.3 

PARENTS! 

GUAROIAN 73 67.0 

RELATIVES IS 13 .8 

109 100 

Table 15 summanLCS who had the final word in the decision for childrcn 10 Involve 

In wo rk . From the data. 21 (19.3°;') children said the decision 10 work was m;Hle by 

themselves. 73(67';. ) said that the decision to work wu made by thclr parent or 

guardian independent of themselves. while 15(3.8%) said that the dccision 

emanated from their relatives other than their parents . 

This implies that for most of the children it was their parent and guardian who 

asked them to work . 11us is in line with a similar finding in Cambodian where Don 

a 14 year and his ten-year old &isler were asked by their parents to labour 10 suppon 

the family IIlCome. In D(m's own words "My parents said I should go because they 

needed money."(Fo()tprint. 1999) 
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The purpose of this section is to invesugate into the parental background of 

children who indulge in child labour and to unearth it's bearing on the study. 

Concerns thai will be discussed include marital status of parent, whether parents 

arc alive. employment status of respondent's parents, and family size of 

respondenlS' household. 

Marital Status of Parents. 

\-1antal Status of parents may influence their decision to either allow theIr children 

to work or not. 

To dctenmne the marital status of respondents. they were asked if both parents. 

were alive and were still married or nol? Of the respondents that had both parents 

living. 40(J7.0%) responded "yes" hoth par<nt were still married. 67(6J.O%) 

percent of those who had both parent alive responded "no" meaning their parent 

might have either divorced or separated. This might implied broken homes. where 

taking care of the children could become the burden of either parent \\ Illch ffilght In 

tum put pressw-e 00 either to reaon to child labour to ease the burden through the 

child', contributions 
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ORPIlA'ljAI;t FREQUENO PERCDITAGE 

BOlli PARENTS ARE 

ALIVE 90 82.0 

FATtiER ALONE 3.7 

MOlliER ALOr>E LOST II 10. \ 

BOlli PARENT 3.7 

TOTAL 109 \00 

Table 16, show whether parents are alive or not. From the table 16.l)O(82.6%) 

respondents had both parents alive, while only 4 (3.70/.) respondents were having 

only their mothers alille and 4{3.7%) had lost both parents. Thus, from the table 

only a small percentage of respondents had 1051: both parents. The fact that a high 

rrw.jority of the respondent had both parents alive and still were indulging," child 

labour might mean that the death of parents is not a major cause of child labour 

fhe more pla~ible explanation might be the significant contribution thai parents 

u:crue from the I.bour of their children for survival. This is also supponed by table 

15. which show that as much IS 73(67%) respondents were asked by their parents 

o engage in work they were doing 

j 
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Table 17: Di'itriburion of Employment status of respondents, parents (whicb 

of ~'our parents are workin~?) 

RESPONSE FREQlEi'iCY PERCENT AC·E 

ROTI1 40.4 

FA TilER ALONE 38 34.Q 

MOTHER II 10.1 

NO PARENT 16 14.7 

TOTAL 109 100 

Children', participation in child labour may reflect whether household members 

are economically active or not. From table 17,44{40.4%) respondents had both 

parents workmg, while. 38(34.9%) respondents had only their fathers working. 

16(14.7-;.) children's parent were not working . Among parenls who were working. 

73(67·;.) were fully employed, 4(3.7-;_) were part· time workers. 13(11.9%) were 

;asual workers. while 16(4.7%) were unemployed. 

fhc dati (table. 17) show that 45-;. percenl of respondents had one parent not 

.... orking. llwi may imply a lot of pressure on such household 10 have more of its 

nembers working for economic reward. for an employed parent may conlrlhute to 
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labour and leading to much 

higheT likelihood that the child will go to scbool. Although 44(40.4%) percent h.d 

both parents working this did not stop them from engaging in child labour. This 

may be due to the Jow earnings as could be seen from the household characteristic 

discussed in page 32 and the mean family size of about 6 children. 

Table 18: Distribution of family size of respondent's bou5ebold 

FAMILY SIZE FREQt:EN(,Y I PER(,ENTAGt: 

2-4 ~I )7 ,7 

5-7 63 S7.R 

R-IO 4.5 

TOTAL 109 100 

The purpose of table 18 is to analyze the family size of the children's parent. hom 

the table 41(37.7%) respondents have parents with family size of between 24 

children. 63(57.8%) of the children's parents have family size of between 5 -7 

children while 5(4.5-;.) have family size of between 8 - 10 children. The mean 

family size is about 6 children, which is very large. This, coupled with low income 

of parent .. , might have explained why their children were working to support the 

welfare of the fanuly. A larger household size may decrease income per capita and 

increase the dependency ratio and both factors increase the likelihood that a child I 

,11 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



ribution in cash or kind to 

mainlain the household level of livmg 

3.2.6 1 ime that Cbildr~n Sptnd Working. 

rune. we often say, is precious as well as money. Thus, the time management of 

every individual m .. ~ influence posItively or negatively his or her future 

development The purpose of this section therefore is to analyze the time usc by 

children iothclr labour 

Table 19: UistributioD of Hours that, children spend workioJ: (Per Dayl 

HOl 'RS PER DAY - ---,"'FR"'EQ"";;;;IEN""C"'y---,--==r;-;c-· -

35.8 

. fOTAL. 

From table 19. 1(0.9-/0) of respondent was working for I· 2 houri. 9(8.3%) worked 

~·4 hours a day, 25(22.9%) worked for between 7 - 8 hours a day. 35(32.9%) 

worked for 9 hours or more a day while 39(35.8%) worked between 5.6 hours a 

day. The mean hoW3 a day ii about 6 hours makmg an avcrage of 30 hOllrs a week 

excluJm~ saturday and sundays. 

I 
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.:_-= :=-_:;~ _ _ < _ ... _ . ... .. .. 1 • .1' J .~. Irers use a day. This excludes 

the hours that they spend on domestic work. The mean hours of 6 8 day is high and 

this may i~ly low acadenric performance and eventual school drop-out for those 

who were combining work and school. Table 12. buttresses this. as much as 34 

percent of children respondents had dropped out of school. 

3.2.7 Reasons Why Respondents Were Working. 

One of the mam objectives of the study il to delve into the reasons why 

respondents engage In labour. Knowing the reasons will help to prescribe the 

appropriate remedy. Thus the purpose of this section is to analyze the reasons why 

respondents work from their own pomt of view. Again analysis will also be made 

on the average monthly cash contnbutlOn that children make to family welfare. 
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.y tbey were working. 

REASO!'lS FREQt.:ENCY Pt:RCE!'ITAGE 

~MENT FAMILY 78 71.6 

INCOME 

NOT INTERESTED IN 12 11.0 

SCHOOL 8.3 

TO CATER FOR 

MYSELF 3.6 

SAVE MONEY TO 

TRAVEL ABROAD 5.5 

I OTHERS 

roTA!. 109 100 -, 
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IIVIII '- .. it; ... 2v • ..., IIIU.::J oa.; ,' : .~ y=!"::~~! ,:, .... e children cited the 

~upplementary of family income as the fundamental reason underlying their 

>eing indulging in child labour. II percent of the children said they were 

nterested in school. Moreover, 8.3 percent said they were working to cater 

or themselves. Funhermore, 3.6 percent of respondents said they were 

vorking because they wanted to save money to travel abroad whiles 5.5 

ited other reasons as parental neglect and death of parent and guardian . 

. s could be: seen from the table as high as 7.6 percent of the children were 

orking to supplement the family budget. This may be due to the low 

tmmg of most of the household from which the children were coming 

om. This might have compelled these households to allow these children 

work as part of the family survival strategy. These contributions of 

ildren are used to supplement buying of household food requirement. 

sic clothing needs. payment of household rents, and payment of school 

!s for some members of the household. This is buttressed by the 

;cuss ion m page 34 where as much as 77.8 percent of parent guardian 

mitted that their ward who were child labourers contribute cash or kind to 

nilywelfare . 
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Table 21: Distribution of average amount in cash tbat children 
contribute to supplement family income. 

CA"" CO,,\TRlBlTION PER FREQl:t::-ICY PERCE:-iTAGE l 

\IO"TH 1'1 TII()["SA'ID CEDIS 

31 -70 24 22 

71-100 21 19.3 

'iOTHI:-IG 15 13.7 

ALL:I1Y EAR.'1ING 49 45 

rOTAL . 109 100 

=rom the table above. 24(22 %
) of the children were contributing bel\\·een 

JI-70 thousand cedis per month. 21(l9.3~o) were contributing any amount 

o the family income. 49(45%) were contributing more than hundred 

housand cedis to family mcome. This Table is a confirmation of the findmg 

n page 32 where as much as 77.8% of parent or guardian admItted that their 

yards working as child labourers contributed cash and kind to family 

vcJfare. 

·.2.8. Future aspiration of cbildren 

ne future aspiration of any individual may influence his or her outlook of 

fe. thus the purpose oflhis section is to analyse the future aspiration of 
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~IIJIOn=11 n;~pvllUCJII~ 

rable 22: Distribution of future aspiration of children. 

'UTt:RE ASPlRA TlON I FREQUENCY PERCENT,\GE 

K>TOSCHOOL 

I 
14 12.8 

VORK FOR [NCOMI' 41 37.7 

,EARN A TRADE 1M 16.5 

'RAVEL ABROAD 36 33,0 

'OTAL \09 100 

'rom the table 22. 14(12.8%) of the children wIshed to contmue to work for 

lCOmc. Moreover, 41(37.7%) wIShed to work for income, 18(16.5%) 

,'anted to learn some trade in the future, while 36(33%) wished to travel 

broad, 

b.is figures sharply contrast with those of their parent/guardIan In Table 8 

'here 32 percent of parent/guardian Wished going to school for their 

hildren. 18.3 wished their children to contmue working for income, 27.5 

fished that their children learned a trade and 21.1 percent \\ Ished thelT 

hildren travel abroad. 1be contrast might be due (0 the age of the children 

ho are Ignorant aboul most of life issues. It may also imply that most of 

lC children had been introduced to money to the extent that they see 11 as 
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; UIU" .... 'C. l'\!;i:llU IIIU:U UI U'''' "' ............ .... b" •• •• _. ~ .Jecn influenced by Ihe 

!3 of most Ghanaian that going abroad is the ultimate. No wonder as 

Ich as 33 percent aspired 10 traveJ abroad at this tender age. 
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CIIAPTER FOUR 

4.1 SU:I1MARY AND CO'<CLl'SIOS 

TIle study was generally concerned with the contribution of child labourers 

to the1r family welfare. The mam concern was 0 find out the significance of 

these contributions to the survival of family to which the child forms part. 

In all 11 R respondents, made up of parents with their Illegible children were 

selected through the purposIve sampling method from vanous households. 

The invesllgatIon was carried out at Ahensan. a suburb of Kumaslo The data 

on which the analysIs was based was obtained through intervlewmg gUIde. 

In this concluding chapter. a surtUlW)' afthe salient findings is provided and 

their implications analyzed. 

First and foremost was the fact that Akans constituted the largest single 

ethnic group among the children's respondents. They fanned as much as 

49.5 percent nearly half of children respondents. Among the Akans, the 

majoriry of them were indigenous Ashantis. lbe situation was not different 

from the parents and guardians respondents. While this is nol surprismg. 

chIldren of other ethmc group formed 50.5 percent of the sample. flus 
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uuglll Imply Inal nK>~L (II lII!; ICSPUIIU,",01 • .) .............. ~rants who might have 

come to Kumasl in search of greener pastures. 

Secondly. the data indicate that most of the parents and guardians of the 

children who were engaging in child labour were of low educational 

background. 

Out of the 109 respondents of this categol)'. only 16(14.7 %) had gone to 

secondary senior secondary school, 52 (47.7 %) were illiterates whiles 41 

(37.6 %) had educanon up 10 middle or jUnior secondary level. 

Thirdly. the socio-economic level of households whose children were 

mdulged In child labour was generally low. OUI of the 109 respondent only 

5(4.6%) lived in flat apanment, while 104(95.4%) in compound houses. As 

much as 82.6 percent of respondents, occupied single room apartment with 

their entire household. 88.8 percent earned average monthly hou~hold 

Income of between one hundred thousand cedis and five hundred thousand 

;edis which is less that hundred U.S Dollars considering the current 

:x.change rate in Ghana. This implied large-scale poverty among most of the 

"'Cspondent 
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ourthly, it was found that child labourers contributed in cash and in kind to 

I' welfare of their families. Out of the 109 households interviewed 

~77 . H~o) of the r,spondents confirmed that their children contnbuted cash 

ld kind to supplement food, rent, medical fees. basic clothing needs of (he 

Juschold through the Income they give to supplement the family budget. 

le ImplicatIon of this is that any attempt at elimmallng child labour will be 

lpracticable so far as children's contnbution through theIr earning. 

·ntinue to play such a significant role in their various household. No 

)"der the data indicated that for most of the children who were Indulging 

child labour the decision to work emanated from their own parents. 

Ie data Indicate that child labour was pan of the household survival 

ategy. When parent and guardian were asked what would happen if 

.Idren stop working? 31.2 percent responded that the household could not 

ord to live. 34.9 percent also responded that the household standard of 

ing would fall. This imphed that parents and guardians attach great va lue 

the labour of their chIldren. To these families when children discontinue 

.rking the cost to their households would be so great 10 bear, and that 
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1Iidren situation would be worse than could nave nappened (0 (hem having 

work and contributing to family welfare. 

Inhermore. it was found that child labour might negatively influence 

hool participation of those who indulge in it. Out of the 109 children who 

~ labouring 34 percent were school drop-outs and 47 that is. 43.1 percent 

:re combining school and work. Even for those who were combining. 

me confessed abysmal performance in school due to their involvement In 

e implication of this is that even if compulsory education is implemented 

a way of curbing the child labour problems without first addressing what 

kes their contributions to family welfare sigOificant that IS general 

provement of the economy to affect living standard of the household , the 

Iblems will sull persist even under free compulsory education. 

ain. another striking finding of the study was thai most of the children 

re indulging in kinds of jobs involving buying and sclhng rather than jobs 

I aimed at equipping them with skills for their further development. 

:se jobs mclude ttuck pushing, 'kayakaya..\ food and pure water • 
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!'IIUIllt!. lUIICIlIc:-:t "II;IIUII'~. '..,.1.1-.. _ ...... .... ~ __ •••• jng. construction ilnd 

)meSllc servants. nus Implied that most of these children would end up 

:lng unemployable because they will lack prerequlsllc skills and 

13lificatlons and this will in rum adversely affect the future human rcsoun.;e 

:velopment of the country. 

lather salient finding of the study is the fact that most of the parents of the 

Iidren who were mdulgmg in child labour had large families. The mean 

11I1y SlU of 6 children IS demographically hIgh. This might have 

plained why they compelled their children to engage in children labour 

e to the high burden of catering for them. 

,equally ImponaJll finding was that the average age of children who were 

lulgmg m child labour was 7 years. meanmg a very young age !;roup. 

-to Interestmg was the fact that 54 out of the 109 children respondents 

re between the ages of 8- IO years. They form the majority of those who 

Ie selling pure·water along the streets jeopardizing their life considering 

huge vehicular traffic in the areas where they were operating. 

/Jure WQter: GhanaUr"'s local parlance fDr treated wuter. 
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2. RF.COMMDIDATIOSS. 

ased upon the observations and findings reveal in the study, the followmg 

corrunendations have been made. 

rslly. there should be massive improvements of the economic conditions In 

e country by the government to the point where it will no longer be 

cessary or profitable for children to work. Thus there should be public 

(Ion to alter the economiC environments such that parents out of their own 

hllon will prefer to withdraw their childrtn from the labour force. 

)reover. there should be progressive extension of other economic and 

;131 measures by the government and all stake holders to alleviate poverty 

erever It exists and to ensure good family living standard and income, 

Ich are such to make It unnecessary to have recourse to the economic 

ivity of children. 

1hermore. there should be extension and actualization of the free 

versa) compulsory Basic Education, that is the government should make 

, free in the right sense of the word to include free supply of books. free 

fonns and free feedIng while in school. This 15 vital since a child's 
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'esence m scnoOi 15 Ca:tIt:1 tU mUII.UVI UIOU ............ "" abstention from work. 

owever. it IS true that schooling is compatible with a certam amount of 

ork since children can work before and after school but It is a good way to 

event full time work and of course IS destrable in itself. 

~am . since most of the never been to school were females the continued 

omotlon of the girl child education programme should remain a pnonty In 

, educational policy of the government of Ghana. 

lother Important recommendation is the provIsIon of training and 

prenltceshlp schemes by non· governmental organizations and the 

vemment to train. these children especially the school drops-outs with 

Iployment skills to prepare them for their future development. These 

IOmg schemes should be free and easily accessible to all and sundry. This 

I ha\'c slgmficant and potential result because it could not only reduce the 

nber of skill acquisition and later employment. 

Jally Important recommendation IS the intensification of the family 

oning programme by the government in order to educate the populous 

lut the economic liabilities of large family size. 

add to the above. the poverty alleviation policies of the government 

uld be intensified with the provision of credils and other forms of support 

poor households. 
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I a nursnell. me overall g.tUWUI cUlU IIU .... vn ......... ~ Jf the economy of the 

luntry. Improvcmcnr in the condition of adult labour market and the 

allability of decent education facilities which usage is free and accessible. 

ovision of training and apprenticeship scheme, intensification of family 

anning scheme will all lead to the mitigation of child labour in Ghana. 
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I "TERVIEW GUDE I FOR PARENT I Gl'ARDIA:'i A;\D 

HOrSEHOLD HEADS 

INTRODUCTION 

am an Mphil student of the University of Ghana, legon conducting 

esearch on the state of child labour in this area and household has been 

:elected among others for the research. This is for research purpose only 

and all responses will be held in the strictest confidence. fhere is no need to 

~i ve name. 

(.spondent ID ......... .. ...... ..... ... ..... .. ........... .... ............. . 

"arne of interviewer ... ..................... .... . 

)ateofintervlew .. 

-lmeoflOtcrvlew 

iouseNo. 

SECTION A UEMONGRAPIIIC CHARACTERISTI(, OF 

PARENTS I GtARDIANS I II EA IIS 0.- II0tSE IIOLU 

~1. SEX I. Male 2. Female 
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• . Ga- Adangbe 3. Ewe 

A.3. Highest Educational Level 

\1lddlelJSS 

Secondary/JSS 

)pecify ..... 

4. Tertiary 

Literate 2. 

5. Others 

0\4. ReligIOn ........................... 1. Christian 2. [slamie. 3. Traditional, 

4. No ReligIon, 5. O.her Speeify .. 

"5. MarillllS",tus I. Single, 2. Married, 3. Separa.ed. 

4. Divorce. 

\6. Employmen. sllltus ...... . I. Employer. 2. Employee full 

lme, 3. Employee parI- hme, 4 Casual employee. 

\7. Relal1Onship'o child worker. I. Child, 2. Bro.her/Sis.er, 

3. Grandchild . 4. Other relative, 5. Non relative. 

\8 . Nature of work i occupation .............................. ............................ .. . 
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SECTION B HOLSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 

81. In what type of dwelling does the household lived? 

Flat/Apartment, 2. Compound House. 3. Improused 

house (kiosk), 4. Others 

(specifY) .... 

82. What is the ownership status of this dwelling? .. 

Owned, 2. Rented, 3. Provided free by owner. 

Others (specifY) 

83 . If rented. please indicate the amount paid per month (in thousands), 

I. Less than ~ 10, 2. ~ II-¢SO, 3. ¢ 51 - ¢ 100, 4. ¢ 101 

-t 300, 

5. tSOO-¢300 +. 

84. How many sleeping rooms does the house hold occupy? 

1.0203.04.05.060 
7.0 8.0 

85. What is the average monthly household expenditure? 
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I. LeSSman~)V,~. e.:,.-~IIV,,). Jo6.V' .. 200,4. ¢201-t500. 

5. ¢500- ¢300+. 

96. What is the average household earnmg for a month (in thousands)"! 

I. Less than .100. 2. 101-.200,3. tlOI-¢3oo, 4 .• 201-<500. 

5. <501- ¢600 

,[CTION C. COC'lTRIBI 'TlON OF CHILD LAROt.:R TO FAMILY 

WELFARE 

:1 . Do your ward contribute any cash or kind to family welfare? 

Ves 2. No 

_. What form of contribution? I. Cash 2. Kind 

. '3 Which aspect of family welfare is the contribution (in cash) used for? 

Supplement food 2. Supplement rent 

Supplement medical fees 4. Supplement basic c10thmg 

5. Supplement education Others 

specify) .... 

::'4. Whal is the average contribution in cash does child contribute to 

family welfare (thousand). Less than ¢20 2. 

t21-<50. 3. ¢51-¢80. 4. ¢81 - ¢Ioo. 5. ¢300+ 

:-5. What "ill happen if(name) stop working? 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



Household hving standard will fall 

Household ~nterpnse cannot operate fully 

4. Nothing will happen Other 

(specify) .... 

C6. If given a choice what would you prefer child to do in the future'! 

Go to school. 2. Work for income. Learn a 

trade 

4. Travel abroad 5. Other (specify). 
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APPE:-IDIX III 

PART II 

INTERVIF.W GUIDE FOR ELIGIBLE CHILDREN 

Respondent. ... 

Name of interviewer .... 

Date of intervlc\\ 

Time of interview .... 

House No .. .. 

SEC TlOi' I).I)E\IO(;RAI'HIC CHARACTERISTICS 

01. AGE .. .. 

FEMAI.E 

02. SEX: I. MALE 2. 

03. Ethnieity: I. Akan 2. Ga . Adangbe 3. Ewe 4. 

Nonhem Tribe 

04. If Akan from what tribe? 

05 . Religion: I. ehn.llan 2. Islamic 3. 

Traditional 4. Non~religion 5. Other (spccify) 

06. Educational Status: Never being to school 2. 

Still in school 
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3. LJrop oUl oj school 4. OUItI (spec,fy) 

07. If still in school, Do your work adversely affect your school 

performance? Yes No 

SECTION E. :-.JATl ·RE OF WORK 

E I What work do you do? .... 

E2. What is your status of employment? 1. Employee 2. Employee 

full time 

Employee part~t1me own accounl work 4. Unpaid family 

worker S. Other (specify) 

SECTION F PARENT BACKGROUNI) 

Fl Are any of your parents alive? I . Yes both parents are alive 

2. Yes father alone 3. Yes mother alone 

4. No lost both parents working. 

F2. Ifboth parent alive are they still married? I Yes or No 

F3 . Are your parents working? 1. Yes both 2. Yes father 

alone. 

3. Yes mother alone 4. No, none of par en Is working 

1-'4. What is employment status ofparent? 
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employer. ~. r:.mpluycc lUll lilli\,., ~. Employee: part-nme. 

F5. No.of children of parent. ..... 

SECTION G LI\ I"G <\RRANGDIE:'I"T A:\,D DECISION TO 

WORK 

GI. Who do you live with? I. Only rather. 2. Only mother. 3. Both 

4. Casual employment 

parent 

4. f:ather and step mother 5. Mother and step father, 6. Relatives 

7. Non-relative 8. Others (specify) .... 

G2. Who asked you to engage in this economiC aCllvtty-! 

I. Self. 2. Parents/Guardian. 3. Friends. 4. 

Relatives. 

5. Others 

(specify) ........ . 

stTTlON H REASONS FOR WORKING 

HI. What is your main reason for working? 

Contribute money to family income 
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2. Because I am not interested in schooling 

3. Save money to travel abroad 

To cater for my self 

Others (specify) .... 

H2. [f HI. about how much money do you makl.' ;1 month? (tn 

thousands)? 

Lessthan¢IO 

3. ¢51 -¢100 

4. ¢ 101 - <200 

~ 201 - ¢ 300 

University of Ghana http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



6. c 300+ 

H3 How much of this amount do you contnbute to the family welfare a 

monlh? (In thousands). I. Less Ihan 30. 2. <31-¢50. 3. ¢15 - ¢70. 4. 

¢71 - 1' 100. 6. ¢Ioo+ 

H4. IndIcate which aspect of the family welfare you support or 

supplement? 

Supplemenl food. 2. Supplemenl renl. 3. Supplement 

fees 4. Supplement clothing. 5. Supplement medical 

fees 

H5. How many hours do you usuaJly work? 

I. Less Ihan I hr 2. 1-2 hr •. 3. 3-4 hrs. 4. 5-6 hrs 5. 9 hrs+ 

SF.CTIO"l I H TURE ASPIRATiON 

If given a choice what would you like to do in the future. 

1. Go to school. 2. Work for income. 3. Learn a trade. 4. Travel 

abroad, 5. Others 

(specify) .. .. ....... . 
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