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APPENDIX VI. 

Children's Stories: 

Conditions unde~ which story was given: In the children's 

compound at 7 P.M. in a boarding school, with one child (a girl) 

7 ears of age. 

Interviewer: I wish you to tell me your favourite story so 

that I tell it to children in the schools at Accra. 

Child's favourite story: 

Once upon a time there was a chief and he had a farm. 

He sowed everything that is in the world. There was a dove in 

a tree on the farm. 'llhen the chief sent one of his sons to the 

farm he heard the bird singing:-

"Anaya kee kee do!) anaya kee 

Ka kutia din a gulagula t[o di 

AWU!J8. gulaa". 

When the boy heard the song he went away to tell his father 

that something was in the farm going to e at him up. The chief 

saddled his horse and came to the farm. When the chief came to 

the farm the dove sang again and the chief ran away. When the 

chief returned home an orphan boy came to the house and asked 

him what was wrong. The chief told him that there was something 

in his farm eating his millet. When the boy went to the farm 

he killed the dove and brought it and he was given so much money 

that he became rich. That is the end of f'JY story. 

Interviewer: That is ~~ interesting story and the children in 

Accra will like to hear it. Can you tell me another story of 

a girl you think is bad? 

Child: Yes, I can. 
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A Bad Girl. 

This bad girl is called Hayere. She is mad. She kills 

people with knives. She abuses people who have done nothing 

to her. She was here and she ran away to Budzan. 

Interviewer: Do you know of anyone she killed? 

Child: No, but she once chased us in the town with a knife. 

She would have killed uS if we did not run. 

Interviewer: You were wise to have run away. Can you tell ~e 

a story of a good girl? 

Child: Yes , there are many good girls in the town. 

A good girl. 

They are many. Lareba is a good g irl. She is a red girl. 

She buys pietos for rle. She is good be cause she is kind to 111e. 

Interviewer: Good. What would you wish if you were granted 

one wish in the world? 

Child: '·oney. 

Interviewer: Can you tell me how you look like so that I write 

your description down to read to some children who would like 

to hear about yOU? 

Child 1 S self description 

I aT!! red. I am a small girl. Ily head is s~all and I al'l 

lean. I have a small mouth with white teeth. I bathe well. 

I like rice. 

Interviewer: You have done it very, ell indeed. !:ow tell me 

what you can remember from the ti.,e you ;vere born up to the 

present. 
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Child: I was born a.t Tumu in my mother ' s house a.t Zanga . 

There are about ' six or seven people in ~ house. When I was 

about six years old I went with my mother to Po and lived there 

for about a month . Before I ca~e to school I worked for TI1~ 

mother . I used to fetch water from the well and I washed pots . 

When I ca~ to school I was about six and a half years old . 

I like to be in s chool. 

Interviewer: You have done very well indeed a.nd I think we have 

to stop now, but tomorrow I shall Come with some Pape rs so that 

you do sane drawings for me to Show to your friends at Accra. 

Condition under which story was given: I n one of the classrOoms 

with the child alone; a boy of 7 years of age. 

Interviewer: Could you tell r.:le O"onJ- story you like best? 

Child ' s favourite story: Once t1.pon a tirle there was a leopard. 

He vent to the farm. He went and killed a dove. He was cooine 

ahen he saw two women. He asked them to g ive him water to drink . 

They took the water from the river end the calabash broke. 

'rhe leopard said that they mLlst bring the water in the broken 

calabash . He gave the dove to the wonen. The WOmen went and 

[ave itLo their mother and father but they refuse d to t p.ke it. 

Then the wOT!18n began to Sing: 

TJ e lla la e ka k :)mo 

"QSO beetJ~f... 

T Jena 120 e ~a k:mo 

'ko so beet {H.­
Tj ena la e ka k:>mo". 
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Then the WOJ:'len went and told the leopard that their 

parents had re~used the dove. The leopard told theM to throw 

the dove away and they did so . That is why there are ma.l'1Y doves 

in the 1V0rld now . If they had killed the dove there would not 

have been doves in the world. 

Interviewer: Now I wish you to tell me a..l'lother story about a 

bad boy you know or c~~ think of. 

Child: I know of a bad boy in our village. Kis father is the 

chief of our village. He always goes round stealing people'S 

guinea-fowl eggs. He was once caught and brought to the chief. 

He was beaten and we all went there to see. I went there with 

my father and he told me not to do such things . The boy always 

steals and he is always beaten. 

Int erviewer: Stealing is not good but has he st opped now? 

Child: No. He ran away to Wa . 

Interviewer: I suppose you know of a good boy , could you tell 

me about one? 

Child: Batong is a good boy. He helps his father on his f8.-~ 

and does not steal. He use to give me some yams from his 

father's farm. He does not beat small children. I like him 

very much. 

Interviewer: You have done very well to have t old me the se 

interesting stories; but what ,vould you wish for if you were 

granted a wish? 

Child: I would wish for 'a sMock' • 

Interviewer: Now, could you just describe yourself to me? 

Child: I 80m short. ~!y nose is flat. I am black. 
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Interviewer: Is that all you can say about yourself? 

All right, now ~ell me YOltr life story. 

~: I was born in Tumu in my father's house. SOme people 

from Danye came ~~d took me to that village. I was not as happy 

there as in Tumu. We went to Danye for fetish. They game me 

money. One of my brothers has gone to Obuasi and two are in 

the house. I used to go to the farm and look after fowls. 
Bal on put me in sChool. 

Interviewer: You have done very well indeed, but I shall Come 

tomorrow to let you draw for me SOM9 of the things you like. 
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