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1774. -
Secret.
Extract from the Resolutions of
the Lords States of Holland and West
- Friesland, taken in their Honours'
Assembly on

Friday the 2lst January. 1724;

(Vide note at end of _ _ {¥ransiated-from-a-Print

the paper) ; $a-Wisverspsstukken-894,
but-the-originai-of-the
letter-from-Grasfisnd-&
Ribeut-has-nei-been-found?

The Council-pensionary has communicated to the Assembly
a letter from Messrs J. Graafland, Pieterseny and Paul
Ribaut, Commissioners for the adjustment of the differ-
ences arisen between the English African, and the Nether-
lands West India Companies, written at London the 21lst
December last, and come into the Generality on the
27ty following, containing' that although they had made
various reasonable proposals to the” Lords Commissioners
for the Affairs of Trade, they were not to be persuaded
to enter into a Convention upon any other conditions than
those whereby, #m with respect to the trade with the Port-
uguese, the Netherlands W.I.C. recognised the free and
unrestricted trade of the English with all foreign ships
on the Coast of Africa; and whereby the non-giving of
protection to the Portuguese by the English was restricted
to such cases as seldeom occurred; whereby the Lords
Commjssioners let it be seen that in all other cases -
amon®8t which, the obliging the Portuguese to come to
anchor at the Chief Castle St George d'Elmina and to pay
the dues owing - they would not refuse protection; and
that, with respect to CAPE APOLONIA, the Lords Commiss-
ionere desired to allow nothing except to make conditions

: that each should retain what he now possesses.

That it not being possible to enter into any Agreement
upon such unreasonable conditions, they, the Commissioners,
could have broken off the negotiations in accordance with
their instructions, but that they had thought-it better
to declare, upon the proposals made, that they would pro-
ceed to Hoiland in order to make report to their Pein-
\§1p§;s, and, having learnt their decision, would feply
,0 them.

P hat they did not doubt that, should the Lords Commiss-
to do so, the further negotiatiohs could
y Memoranda to be despatched.
onsidered it to be their duty, before

the approval of their High Mighti-
therefore to be honoured with their
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an agreement with him that before conferring with the whole
Trade, we would hold separate conferentes with His Excel-

Cy. ¢ ¥ ¢ e h
The next day, having come to the house of the President,
along with Graaf:van Welderen who has attended all the con-
ferences, he delivemed communicated to us the Reply to our
Memorandaeg, and proposals made, which H.E. said would be.
delivered to6 us later, in a more formal manner. \ 20LJ
In this Reply, the Lords Cpmmissioners’'denied the Company's
rights both 2s regards the Portuguese and to CAPE APOLON? g
and, rejecting the propesals made by us, propoaed to enter
into the Conventions upon these conditions:-' ’ ] W
: _Firstly, that there should be a general forgetful-
ness of all hostilities that had been committeds =7
Secondly, that,each shou-1d retain in full owner='
ship that which ig now possesses; and that a fréeio
passage should be allowed to the Officers, Servants’
and Traders, both by sea and by land, for theméelv%s
and their’ goods, :between the various Forts 'and Fac-
tories of each respectively, without making''a longer
stay than should be hecessary to refresh themselves;
and without being permitted to sell or trade any’ o}
-g00ods within the territéry throuzh which they pass
And thirdly, that in case the ships of any fdfei}”
State or Power whatsoever shall come:to the Rbédéﬁg?
along the Forts or Factaries of, or deciare-their
itntentien-of-+roding-with-either-of-the-reapeatives"
‘Parties oP have placed themselves under the protects
ion of, or declare their intention of tradinp“”‘ﬁﬁi“
either of the resrective Parties, such foreigiw%ﬁf‘;
shall not be prevented by the'Of%icérs'and Sgn&ﬁ”lps
of the other Party from doing such trade, u gq*aqts*
' condition or rretext whatsoever, nor bé‘inunles“ggyﬁ
- 11+ any kind Of manners ‘but’that they SHall houe eogis:
-+ ¢ liberty to come “in‘and 'go out of such L dquffql%’§
-7 remain there, without hindrance or im *3? V%’°?{§%,;
The Lords Commissioners therewith had th’erfye“ mt'.H o Brie
declare that .when these proposals should be agoonQsﬁ;go'g:
were ‘prepared to.listen to eny'whatever=fﬁrtﬁ'cﬁpté‘%’”uhéyw
should be ‘maide by ‘Mg ) o0 "iag (T w‘;??“ﬁﬁA Al L
Extremely surprised at the propos S n il HE ot S LR
Commissioners as also to~ﬁ§8-h§;g§gzgé§'Eéq@fwyoﬁhéqnﬁéﬁgqq '
rested, we rerresented to My Lord the ynebon, lich the £z
;ﬁseWWM'm&M#m ﬂﬁ@ie
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At a fupnther Conference on the 3rd December, My Lord
declared to us that he had further considered our proposals,
could not be admitted, but that the protection, of which
mention was made in that Article, was unrestricted. We
tried to convince H.E., referring to the conclusion of
that Article, ithat the English should ‘not be allowed to
to grant any Passports to the Portuguese going to and
from Brazil, that the explanation given by us to that
Article was the only one that could remove all discrepancy;
still, My bord persisted in his opinion, but declared that,
according to his private view, the intention could not
have been that the English, having traded with the Portu-
guese, should give them further protection; = and that it
also appeared to him that meither the English nor any
other nation had to interfere with the manner in which
the Netherlands W.I.C. dealt with the Portuguese ships.
We also.represented to ily Lord that they could not apreal
to an Article of a Convention which g;g ?8?%1 roken by
the: English Company; at least, they s¥/otre to repair
that which they had broken in it and, consequently,
demolish the Fort erected at' CAPE APOLONIA, and retire
from. there.

In order: to employ every "facility" on our side, we
declared to My Lord Dartmouth that we were prepared not
to:hinder the Portuguese in their trade with the English,
as soom as they had paid the Company's Dues; adding that
in any case nothing more could be required, as the orders
%iven.;n the year 1771 had.been of that purport, and Sir

Joseph) Yorke had been satisfied with them; and also
that the complaints contained in his Memorandum delivered
in two years afterwards to the Assembly of Your High
Mightinesses were limited to the non-giving or non-
maintenance of the orders sanstioned in the year ‘1771,

And with respect to CAPE APOLONIA, we have offered
to leave it over to the choice of the Caboceer AMINICHIA,
whether he wished again to betake himself under the sub-
ordination to or protection of the Netherlands Ualell,
or not; that in case he chose the first, the English

_would have to demolish the Fort erected at CAPE APOLONIA

and retire from there.  We added that this rrorosal
ught. to be. found the more remarkable as we were letting
| proved rfight to CAPE APOLONIA derend
ce of someone who had rebelled against 1t
ording to the representations of the English
had sought its protection and declared
wished to be under the Hollanders. =
‘to thepoint of the free passage,
former proposals, after having pre-
.that the proposal was in complete
hich the the African merchants
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its Memorangum delivered to the Knight de MMendosa,
had been so sreatly convinced, that after that time the

oners .that the Portuguese had submittegd %o the conditiong
made. by the West India Company because their trade was. a-
contrabang trade, we could ask H.E, how, then, the trade. -
of the anlish‘with the Portuguese must, be regarded,  ang: -

the trade of the Portuguese on: the Coast of,Africa aé-heti
regarded by the Court of Portugal as any cohtraband tradé.
We further rointed out to My Lord Dartmouth that, . from.

C. of its:PECQEUisﬁd Tights (bekende Re L. - g e C
to mgslead~the-Portuguese. < gte??’ béi[;n“ofgff
Finally, ye Pointed out to H.E., with Peferénce'to*whgﬁ

29 d-by. 1 from: ¢ Nt
of 1708,;that,‘so:§arufrom the Netheriangs wuftéfﬁggzg?fig
Tl -

A Tight of giyvines: ot oAy

Passportﬁhag not been done- to deprive the Netherlénaglw. 7

Servants for g simi

thereby having

the Pon;ugUé§eé : th ti

vr;a]i:dcthe._CQg;rany’ sdues, on the
+—«Company SEyants, on entepj

had not Jos t.of the Compar

\ g is
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; ut to the English Company, in
zﬁehigpi;rszdgeggigggdtg zhe Points %f Objection; and
likewise caused it to appear thereout ‘that the only true
meaning which could be given to that Article was that
that which was stipulated by it only rgferred to such
Portuguese ships which had alreddy arrlved_at'the Chief
Castle, St George d'Elmina to ray the Company's dues,
and had afterwards been to #he leeward Coast with a Pass-
port and servants; and that we had expected thap Phe
Lords Commissioners, if they had been of the opinion
! that another mezning could be given to that Article with-
| out making one part of it contradictory to another - as
! we had pointed out in our aforenamed iemorandum-, that

they would have stated it instead of letting rass in
gilence what had been advanced on behalf of the Company.
After having made this refutation of the grounds upon
which the Lords Commissioners had founded the Proposals
they had made, we asked My Lord Dartmouth for the reasons
why the Lords Commissioners made no mention of our Pro-
posal, placed in H.E.'s hands on the 3rd December, to
- which My Lord told us that the Lords Commissioners'
reply had then already been prepared, but that he would
indeed declare to us that the Ppoposal could not be accept-
ed, since thereby our rights over the Portuguese would
be acknowledged, which they could not do. We then said
to H.E. that we had remembered that,at the Conference
of the 3rd, H.E. appeared to agree with us that the Eng-
lish should give no protection to the Portuguese after
they had traded with himj; and that he had also agreed
with us that neither the English nor any other nation
must concern themselves with how the Netherlands W.I.C.
dealt with (handelde) the Portuguese; and that we had
therefore tried to draw up something in accordance with
those ideas; but that this must not be regarded as a Pro-
posal for which we had orders to make, for the previous
Proposal comprised our ultimatum, but as a private idea
of our own, which we would endeavour to get our Principals
to arprove, in case H.E. and the Lords Commissioners
liked it; this draft Froposal amounting to this, that
without avowing or disavowing what either Company sus-
tained, in place of the seventh Article, it should be
agreed that, on the part of the Netherlands W.I.C., no
force nor molestation should be employed against the
1 hips in order to prevent them tradimg- driving
“European nations, and, on the other hahd,
r1ish should afford no protection to the Port-
whereby the Netherlands W.I.C. should be
compelling them to pay the Tenths at the
tle, and there to receive the usual
~and that they should not be
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rermitted to prevent the Portuguese ships,coming from
Brazil, pursuing their voyage direct to the Chief Castle

St George d'Elmina, nor to molest them; and that they
should not be allowed to concern themselves with the manner
in which the Netherlands W.I.C. shoud deal with the Portu-
guese who had driven trade before the payment of the Tenths,
and the receipt of the usual Passports and servants; or
over the contravention, in any other manner, of the Treat-
ies and Conventions subsisting between them; and, with
regard to CAPE APOLONIA and the free rassage, we keeping

to that already offered. My Lord declared that all what
we had said to and put before him, as also the draft Pro-
posal, he would take into consideration for a few days,

and would come and give us a reply on the following Monday
or Tuesday.

We considered that we had Just reason to expect this
Project would be acceptable, or that something at least ap-
rroaching it would be offered; but, to our regret, on Manday
the 20th December, we recelved an answer in writimg, that
the Lords Commissioners, hav1ng considered the Proposal made,
were unanimously of the opinion that in so far as it deviated
from mutual freedom of trade with foreign ships, which was
insisted upon by the Lords Commissioners, it was found un-
acceptable; and that however mueh the Lords Commissioners
desired that the matter of this trade could be determined
to the mutual satisfaction of both Companies,y, the mutual
freedom of trade with foreigners on the Gold Coast of Africa
was however of such fundamental importance to the honour and
interest of thé-NEtlon, thﬁt it could not be forepone, and
they therefore hoped that the Commissioners of the Nether-
lands W.I.C. would be satisfied with what had been proposed
by the Lords Commissioners; in which case the Lord Commiss-
ioners, without entering further into questions or enguiries
of the rights of both partles, are willing to recommend,
for the maklgg of such arrangemehts as should be ,judged nee-

essary with respect to forelgn ships driving tradg in the
ports or factories, or proceeding under the protection, of
one of the respective parties, that the strictest orders be
given by the English Company that their officers and aervants
are not to hinder nor take pgggggg;gg of any fo ;
goming on the Coast of Africa, and igﬁggg;gg
intention To trade with a Duteh ggggggxatr
ign. shlg aga t the abserwana _
Regulatio ich a f "
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| which i1s driving trade with any factories of the Nether-
lands W.I.C., or shall have placed itself, as aforesaid,
under the protection of its officers or servants; pro-
vided that at the same time the same orders were given
by the Netherlands W.I.C. to its officers and servants
with respect to foreign ships which make known their
intention of wishing to trade with the officers or ser-
.vants of the English African Company, or are already
actually doing so, or have placed them-selves under the
rrotection of the servants or officers of the afore-
named African Company.

Having read and considered this reply from the Lords
Commissioners, it arpeared clear to us that they were not
disposed to enter into an agreement upon any acceptable
conditions; but, on the contrary, demanded such condit-
ions by which the W.I.C. would smgrrender more than it

| could ever be deprived of; it also arpearing very clearly

| : from the offer made by the Lords Commissioners that they

I were not satisfded that the English should trade freely

1B and unhindered with the Portuguese, but also consider them-
£ selves authorised to protect the Portuguese ships in such

1 a manner that if the Portuguese are ever disposed to pay
' to the Netherlands W.I.C. any duties whatever, they can-
'f not be compelled to, since, according to the proposed
: stipulations, the Portuguese need do nothing elae than

i either betake themselves under the protection of the
1 English, or not to declare that they intended to drive
| trade with the Netherlands W.I.C.; and even had jhe
Lords Commissioners not restricted the ziving of pro-
tection in such a manner, it would, without the accept-
ance of the third Point, be sufficient to prevent the
Netherlands W,I.C., from having any enjoyment of its
rights over the Portuguese.

However much, then, we could have, in accordance
with our instructions, broken off the negotiations on
the receipt of this reply, we have thought it better to
declare to Lord Dartmouth, as we have done, that we had
requested Your High Mightinesses' permission to make
report of the state of the negotiations, and, having
learnt their good pleasuee,_would reply to the same; at
the same time propostng to My Lord Dartmouth, if this were
arrroved by Your High Mightinesses, to pursue further
negotiation by Memoranda to be sent to himj to which -
Lord replied that, rersonally, he had nothing against

 but that he could not reply to us finally before
ing learnt the views of His Majesty about it. Some
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