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SIR, 

~4, Broad Street Buildings. 

'i.!iJth March., 1817. 

IF my opinion respecting Mr. Riley and his Narrative 

can be of any importance, it is much at your service: and 

in compliance with your request I shall now state for your 

informati0n, such circumstances as have come to my know­

ledge. 

The first intelhgenoe I received relating to Mr. Riley was 

from Mr. \ Villsrure, (who conducts my commercial establish­

ment at :Mogadore,) who, as a matter of course, informed 

me of the Shipwreck and subsequent ransom from slavery 0f 

NIr. Riley and his fellow-sufferers. 

About three months ago I recei ved a letter from Mr. 

Riley dated from New York, informing me of his intention 

to publish his Narrative, and on my mentioning the cir­

cumstance to my friend Mr. Green, His Majesty's Consul­

General at Tangier, then lately arrived in England, he 

spoke of Mr. Riley, with whom he became acquainted at 

Tangier, in the highest terms, and assured me he considered 

. him as a very intelligent and well informed man, and very 

capable of giving an accurate acconnt of his observations. 
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Soon after this I received letters from the American 

Consul-General at Tangier, James Simpson, Esq. whose 

account of Mr. Riley was equally favourable with Mr. 

Green's, and from the well known judgment and experi­

ence of both these Gentlemen, and their personal knowledge 

of the Author, I think great weight will be attached to such 

very respectable testimony in his favour. 

I also received a shOlt time ago a letter from Mr. 'Will­

shire of Mogadore, of which the following is an extract:­

" I shall always reflect with pleasure on the day that made 

"me acquainted with Mr. Riley; and it gives me gl'eat 

" satisfaction to learn that he intends to publish an Edition 

" of his Work in England, for which he not only possesses 

" ability, but has also very considerable influence with his 

" own government, and in consequence of it Mr. Simpson 

" has been empowered (by the Government of the United 

"States) with very extensive limits to redeem American 

" shipwrecked citizens in this country." 

With respect to the Narrative itself, it IS with great 

deference that I submit any opinion of mine on its merits; 

but having resided several years at Mogadore, and having 

travelled several times over a considerable part of the 

country he describes, it is but a common act of justice to 

say, that I think he has given a very accurate descrip~ 



ix 

tion of what he has seen. Judging, therefore, from 

that part of his travels which accords with my own personal 

observations, it is I think fair in me to conclude that the 

remainder is described with equal veracity. His description 

of the country from Santa Cruz to Mogadore, and from 

thence to Tangier, his account of the Arabs and obser­

vations of their manners and customs are, I think, very 

correct. 

I am not able to form a judgment of his friend Sidi 

Hamet's account of Tombuctoo, but I must confess that 

in the principal points it agrees with the descriptions I have 

heard related by several Moorish merchants that have been 

there. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J AMES RENSHAW .. 

John Murray, Esq. 

Albemm'le Street. 

b 



TO THE READER. 

-
THE following Narrative of my misfortunes and sufferings, 

and my consequent travels · and observations in Africa, is 

submitted to the perusal of a candid and an enlightened 

public with much diffidence, particularly as I write without 

having had the advantages derived from a~ academic ·edu­

cation, and being quite unskilled in the art of composing 

for the press. My aim has been merely to record in plain 

and unvarnished language, scenes in which I was a prin­

cipal actor, of real and heart-appalling distresses. The 

very deep and indelible impression made in my mind by 

the extraordinary circumstances attending my ~ate ship­

wreck and the consequent miserable captivity and wretched­

ness of myself and my surviving shipmates, and believing 

that a knowledge of many of these incidents might prove 

useful and interesting to the world, as wen as peculiarly 

instructive to my sea-faring brethren, together with the 

strong and repeated solicitations of many valuable friends, 

among whom was the Honourable James Munroe, Secre-



Xl 

tary of State, and several distinguished members of Con­

gress; urged by these considerations, and with a view 

of being enabled by my labours to afford some relief to 

the surviving sufferers and the destitute families of that' 

part of my late crew whose lot it was to perish in Africa, 

or who are still groaning out the little remains of their 

existence in the cruel bonds of Barbarian slavery, I was 

induced to undertake the very arduous and difficult task 

(though labouring under sllch disadvantages) of preparing 

and publishing a work that proves to be so large and ex­

penSive. 

The ~ arrative; up to the time of my redemption, was 

written entirely from memory unaided by notes, but I com­

mitted the principal facts to writing in Mogadore when 

every circumstance was fresh in my memory, (which is 

uatlU'aJly a retentive one,) and I then compared my own re­

collections with t~ose of my ransomed companions; this 

was done with a view of showing to my friends the un­

paralleled sufferings I had endured, and not for the express 

' purpose of making them public by means of the press. 

It should be remembered by the reader that the occurrences 

here recorded took place out of the common and ordinary 

.course of a sailor's life; and that each particular event was 

of a nature calculated to impress itself so powerfully on the 

mind, ~s not ~asily to be effaced. 

b2 
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Having in the course of my life visited and tra veUed 

through several foreign countries, my mind was by no 

means unaccustomed to pay attention to, and make obser­

vations on whatever came within the reach of my notice, 

and f01' this reason the strange events of the Desel't and the 

novel objects and scenes which I had an opportunity of 

witnessing in the country of the Moors, were not suffered to 

pass without awakening and exercising my curiosity as welJ 

as interest, and becoming the subject of a careful and 

habitual reflection. 

Respecting my conversations with the Arabs, I have put 

down what I knew at the time to be their exact meaning as 

nearly as I could translate their words and signs combined, 

I had previously learned the French ,and Spanish languages 

both by grammar and practice, and had also been accus­

tomed to hear spoken the Russian arid different dialects of 

the German as well as the Portugueze, Italian, and several 

other languages, so that my ear had become familial' with 

their sounds ' and pronunciation, Perceiving an affinity 

between the Arabian and Spanish, I soon began to learn 

the names of common things, in Arabic, and to compare 

them in my mind with those I had met with in Tu,rkish and 

other oriental history, I had 110 hope of ever being re­

deemed unless I could make myself understood, and I 

therefore took the utmost care to treasure up every word 
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and sentence I heard spoken by the Arabs, to reflect on 

their bearing, and to find out their true meaning, by which 

means, in the course of a very few days, I was enabled to 

comprehend the general tenor and drift of their ordinary 

conversation, and to find out the meaning of their signs 

and gestures. Th1y companions, however, could scarcely 

comprehend a single word of Arabic even after they were 

redeemed. 

In regard to the route, and variol1s courses of our t}·avel, I 

would observe, that after I was purchased by the Arabian 

merchants, and taken off across the D esert, I was suffering 

under the most excruciating bodily pains, as well as the 

most cruel privations; it will not therefore be a matter 

of wonder if on this vast, smooth and trackless D esert I 

should have mistaken one eastern course for another, or 

have erred in computing the distances travelled over; for 

I was frequently in such agony and so weighe.d do~·vn 

with weariness and despair, that a day seemed to me 

of endless duration. A long experience on the ocean had 

before taught me to ascertain the latitude by. the apparent 

height of the polar star above the horizon, so that in this 

particular I could not be much mistaken ; and the t rending 

?f the coast where our boat was driven on shore, proves it 

must have been near Cape Barbas. After we approached the 

sea coast again, I became more attentive to the surrounding 
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objects as my hopes ofbeiEg ransomed increased, so that 

not only the courses but the distances as I have given them, 

will agree in all their essential points. 

In compiling the Map particular care has been taken to 

consult the best authorities, but I considered at the same 

time that the information I received from ' myoId Arabian 

master, was sufficiently correct, and would warrant me in 

giving full scope to my consequent geographical impressions, 

in tracing the river Niger to the Atlantic ocean. Admitting 

that my idea hereafter prove to be just, and that this river 

actually diseharges its waters with those of the Congo into 

the gulph of Guinea, I am of opinion that not less than one 

fourth of the whole distance in a straight line should be 

added for its bends and windings in order to calculate its 

real length. 

While I was at Mogadore a number of singular and in­

teresting transactions took place, such as do not often occur 

even in that country; and a person might reside there for 

many years without having an opportunity of witnessing a 

repetition of them; yet their authenticity, as well as of all 

the other circumstances I have related, can be substantiated 

by many living witnesses, men of respectability ano unques­

tionable veracity. 
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My observations on the currents that have heretofore. 

proyed fatal to a vast number of vessels and their crews 

on the W' estern Coast of Africa, are made with a view to 

promote the further investigation of this . subject, as well as 

to caution the unwary mariner against their too often dis­

astrons effects. 

With respect to the extraordinary circumstance mentiol1<zcl 

in the narrative of the sudden subsiding of the surf when 

we were about committing ourselves to the open sea in our 

shattered boat, I am aware that it will be the subject of 

much comment, and probably of some raillery. I was 

advised by a friend to suppress this fact, lest those who are 

not disposed to believe in the particular interposition of 

Divine Providence should make use of it as an argument 

against the correctness of the other parts of my narrative. 

This probably would have been good policy in me as a 

mere Author, for I am pretty sure that previous to this 

signal mercy, I myself ,yould have enteltained a suspicion 

of the veracity of a writer who should have related what to 

me would have appeared such an improbable occurrence. 

Sentiments and feelings however of a very different kind 

from any that mere wordly interest can excite, forbid me to 

suppress or deny what so clearly appeared to me and my 

<:ompanions at the time, as the immediate and merclh,l act 
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of the Almighty, listening to our prayers and granting our 

petition at the awful moment when dismay, despair and 

death were pressing close upon us with all their accumulated 

horrors. My heart still glows with holy gratitude for his 

mercy, and I will never be ashamed nor afraid to acknow­

ledge and make known to the worid the infinite goodness of 

my Divine Creator and Preserver. "The waters of the sea 

had well nigh covered us: the proud waves had well nigh 

gone over our soul. Then cried we unto thee, 0 Lord, and 

thou didst deliver us out of our distresses. Thou didst send 

forth thy commandment; and the windy storm ceased, and 

was turned into a calm." 

JAMES RILEY. 



NARRATIVE, 

g.c. g.c. 

CHAPTER I. 

A brief Sketch of the Author's Life and Education, up to the 

month of May, 1815. 

I WAS born m the town of Middletown, in the State of 

Connecticut, on the 27th of October, in the year i 777,: 
during the war between England and America, which te.r­

minated, in 1783, with the acknowledgment by the mother­

country of the freedom, sovereignty, and independence of 

the thilteen United States. My father, Asher Riley, wllo 

. still lives in the same place, was bred to the farming busi~ 

ness, and at an early age married my mother, Rebecca Sage, 

who is also yet living. I was their fourth child. Owing to 

an attack of that dangerous disorder, the liver complaint, 

my father was rendered incapable of attending to his usual' 

employment for several years, during which time, his pro­

perty, very small at first, was entirely expended; bl!lt after 

his recovery, in 1786, he was enabled, by industry and strict 

B 
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economy, to support his increasing family III a decent 

manner. 
It may not be improper here, before I speak of my educa­

tion, to give a general idea of what was then termed a com­

mon education in Connecticut. This state is divided into 

counties and towns, and the towns into societies; in each of 

which societies, the inhabitants, by common consent, and 

at their common expense, erect a school-house in which to 

educate their children. If the society is too large for only 

~:me school, it is again subdivided into districts, and each 

district erects a school-house for its own accommodation. 

This is generally done by a tax levied by themselves, and 

a.ppor1iioned according to tke property or ' capacity of each 

individl!lal. It being for the genera:l good, all cheerfully 

pay their apportionment. Thus prepared, they hire a 

teacher to instruct their children in reading and writing, and 

some of them are taught the fundamental rules of arithmetic. 

They, for the most part, hire a male teacher for four months 

in the year, say fi'om October to March, and his compen­

sation (at the time I am speaking of) was from six to ten 

dollars a month, with his board. In order to obtain his 

board, he was under the rlCcessity of going to each of his 

employers' houses in rotation, making his time in each family 

as equal as possible and in proportion to the number of 

children therein. In this way all the parents became ac­

quainted with the master or mistress. 1m the summer, one 
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of the best informed girls in the neighbourhood was selected 

to teach the youngest children. To defray the expense a.ris~ 

ing from this system, a tax was laid, and every man, whethel' 

married or unmarried, with children 'or without them, was 

obliged to pay the sum at which he was rated, and in this 

manner everyone contributed for the good of the whole. 

In each society one or mOTe meeting-houses were established, 

w~ose congregations were either Presbyterians ot!" Congrega,. 

tionalists, and a minister (as he is called) regularly ordailled 

and located for a yearly stipend or salary, and general1y 

during life. This was an old and steady habit. The minis­

ter was considered as the head of the school, as well as of 

th~ meeting, and his like or dislike was equivalent to a la.w. 

All the children in each district, whether rich Ol" p00r, went 

to this school: all had an equal rjght to this kind of country 

education. To one of these district schools I wa.s .sent at 

the age of four years, where I continued, leaming to' spell 

and read, until I was eight years old, when 'my father's 

family had increased to seven or eight children, with a fair 

prospect of more, (it afterwards amounted to -uhuteen in 

number.) 

Finding it difficult to support us all as he wished, and I 

having become a stout boy of my age, he placed me with 

a neighbouring farmer to eam my living, by assisting him 

in his work. From the age of eight to fourteen years I 

worked on the land with different farmers in our neighbour., 
- B ,2 
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hood, who having received but a very scanty education 

themselves, conceited, nevertheless, that they were over­

stocked with learning, as is-generally the case with the most 

ignofalRt, and in this, their fancied wisdom, concluded that 

much less than they themselves possessed would answer my 

purpose, as I was but a poor boy! Finding therefore that 

they would lose my labour during school hours" (for they had 

alw:ays taken great care to keep me fully employed in hard 

drl'ldgery .every moment I was out of school, scarcely 

allowing me the usual hours of refreshment and sleep,) they 

kepi mefi:om school, merely because, as they stated, they 

could not get along with their work without my help. When 

my parents re1110nstrated <against such conduct in those who. 

had come under a most solemn agreement to give me a 

plenty of schooling, they were assured "that I was a very 

forward boy; that I could spell and read as well as any of 

the boys of my age; that I could repeat whole chapters in 

the Bible by heart, and knew all the Catechism and Creed, 

viz. the Presbyterian, which then was, and still is considered, 

all important in that section of the union· called New 

England: that I could sing psalms in the separate meetings 

full as well as those who kad learned to sing by note, 

, th@ughindeed he cannot write, (said they,) because he has 

no turn for writing.''' These representations tended in some 

measure to allay the anxiety of my parents, who wished me 

above all things to have a good common country education, 
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as they at that time had no prospect of being able to give 

me any thing better. They had taught me, both by precept 

and practice, that to be hpnest, industrious, and prudent;, 

to govern my passions;' (which were violent;) to feel fQr and 

relieve the-distresses of others when in my power; to be 

mild and affable in my manners, and virtuous in all my 

actions, was to be happy; and they generally had instilled 

into my youthful mind every good principle'. 

I had now attained my fifteenth year; was tall, stout, and 

athletic for my age; and having become tired of hard work 

on the land, I condtided that the best way to g~t rid of it, 

was, to go to sea and visit foreign countries. My parents' 

endeavoured to dissuade me from this project, wnd ,v'ished 

'me to learn some mechanioal trade; but finding that I could 

not fix my mind upon any other business, they, with great 

reluctance, consented to my choice; and I, accordingly, 

shipped on board a sloop hound to the West Indies. Having 

no friend to push me fOFwaFd, no dependence but on my 

own good conduct and exertions, and being ambitious t6 

gain some distinction in the profession I had chosen, :r G0n­

trived to acquire some knowledge in the art of navigation, 

theoretically as well as practically, and at the age of tweNty 

years had passed through the grades of cabin boy, cook, 

ordinary seaman, seaman, second mate, and chief mate, on 

board different vessels, I was now six feet and one inch in 

height, and proportionably strong and athletic, when finding 
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the sphere I then moved in to be too limited for my views 

and wishes, (it extending only Jrom Conlilecticut River or 

, New London to the West Indies, and back agaiu,) I ~went:, 

tio New York, where I was s09u-appeJi[l;1ied to the command 

I!)f a good vessel, aDd, since that time have contimaed ' in 

similar employment; making. voyages i'R all climates usually 

visited oy American ships; traversmg almost every sea, al1d 

travelling by land through malily@f the prinoipal states and 

empires of thew(')rld. Fm several year,s I had charge of 

the carg(')es as well as of the vessels I sailed im, and had a 

faj.r share of prosperity until the month of January, 1808, 

whem my ship, tloie Two Marys of New-York, was seized by 

the French., as I took shelter ~n J3elle Isle, in the Bay of 

Biscay, from some English men of war, being ID(')und for 

Nantz; and the ship, with her valuable cargo, was con£s­

cated, under the memorable :Milan Decree of the 17th 

December, l807, founded on the well known Or?ers in 

C0uncil, of the 11th November, of the same year. ] re­

mained in France until the ship and cargo were condemned, 

and did not return to my'native country and family, till the 

latter part of the yea,r 1809, with th~ loss, it is true, of 

nearly all the property I had bef0re acquired, but wiser 

than I went out; for I had learned to. read, write, and speak 

both the French aRd Spamish. languages; had tr,avelled 

pretty much all over France, where I ha6l opportunities of 

"vitnessing many impoJJtant oFeratiol'ls in the science of war~ 
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calCulated to attract my attention to the principles upon 

which they were founded, and I, at the same till:le, took 

lessons in the schoQl of adversity, which tended to prepare 

and discipline my mind for the future hardships I was 

destined to-- undergo. I now strove with all my power to 

stem the tide of misfortune, which began to set in against 

me 'with impetuous force. I had become a husband and 

the father of four children, who looked up to me for support, 

and I strained every nenre to retrieve my lost fortune, by 

trading to sea; but it was of no avail; every thing proved 

adverse, and after an a:bsence of two years to' Spain" 

Portugal, the Brazils, Rio de la :Plata, or River of Silver, ia 

South America, the VVest Indies, New 0 deans, &c. I re­

turned home at the commencement of the late war (1812) 

pennyless. Unarmed commerce on the ocean, my element, 

was at an end in an honourable 'way, and I could not obtain 

a station I wished for in the navy, nor could I obtain the 

command of a private armed vessel that suited my views, 

owing to the want of funds; nor would I accept the com­

mand of a vessel and the consignment of a cargo navigated 

contrary to the laws of war under foreign licences: this I 

considered would derogate from the character I always 

wished to support, that of a true friend to my country, 

(whether in prosperity or adversity,) and a firm supporter of 

its laws and institutions, which I had proved by long expe­

.n ence in the ways of the world to be as good (at least) as 
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those of any country under heaven. Though the offers that 

were: made me were gre~t and tempting, so that my ac-. 

ceptanoe of them c('lUld scarcely have failed of producing 

me a handsome fortune, and that in a very short period, yet 

r remained ,at home during the whole war; making use of 

all my faculties to gain a decent subsistence for my family. 

Soon after the burning of the Capitol and other publDc and ' 

private buildings at the seat of government, by the enemy, 

i~ August, 1814, when their commanders loudly threatened 

to destroy every assailable place on the seaboard, I believed 
• 

the time was near when every arm would be required for 

the general defence, particularly at the exposed seaport 

towns; and having enrolled myself in a volunteer company 

of military exempt artillerists, composed chiefly of masters 

and mates of vessels and seamen, I had the honour of being 

chosen their captain. But our services were not needed in 

the field. 



CAPTIVITY ·IN THE GREAT DE.sERT. 

CHAPTER II. 

Voyage in the Commerce fi'om Connecticut River to New­

Orleans. 

9· 

AFTER the close of the war, in April, 1815, being then in 

my native state, I was employed as master and supercargo 

of the brig Commerce of Hartford, in Connecticut; a vessel 

nearly new and well fitted, of about two hundred and twenty 

tons burden, belonging to Messrs. Riley and Brown, Josiah 

Savage and Co. and Luther Savage of that city. A light 

cargo was taken on board, and I shipped a crew, consisting 

of the following persons, namely: George Williams, chief 

mate, Aaron R. Savage, second mate, 'Villiam Porter, Ar­

'chi bald Robbins, Thomas Burns, and James Clark, seamen, 

Horace Savage, cabin boy, and Richard Deslisle, (a black 

man,) cook. This man had been a servant during the 

late war to Captain Daniel Ketchum, of the 25th regiment 

of United States' infantry, who distinguished himself by 

1;aking prisoner the English Major-General Rial, at the 

dreadful battle of Burlington Heights, in Upper Qanada, and 

by several other heroic achievements. 

'With this crew I proceeded to sea frOID the mouth of 

c 
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Connecticut River, on the sixth day of May, 1815, bound 

for New-Orleans. We continued to steer for the Bahama 

Islands, as winds and weather .permitted, until the twentieth 

of the same month, when we saw the southernmost part of 

the island of Abaco, and passing the Hole in the Wall, on 

the tw~nty-first, entered on the Grand Bahama Bank to the 

leeward of the northernmost Berri Islands; from thence, 

with a fair wind and good breeze, we steered 'V. S. 'V. 
twelve leagues; then S. S. W. al;>out forty leagues, crossing 

the Bank, in from three to four fathoms water. On the 

morning of the twenty-second we saw the Orange Key on 

our starboal'd beam; altered our course, and ran off the 

Bank, leaving them on our starboard hand, distant one 

league. The water on this Great Bank, in most places, ap­

pears as white as milk, owing to the white sand at the bot­

tom gleaming through it, and is so clear that an object, the 

size of a dollar, can be ellsily seen lying on the bottom in 

four fathoms water, in a still time. Having got off the Bank,' 

we steered W. S. W. for the Double-headed Shot Bank, and 

at meridian found ourselves, by good observations, in the 

latitude of 24. 30. being nearly that of the Orange Keys. 

In the afternoon it became nearly calm, but a good breeze 

springing up, we continued our course all night ·W. S. W. 

I remained ·on deck myself, on a sharp look-out for the 

Double-headed Shot Bank, or Keys, until four o'clock A. M. 

when judging by our distance we must be far past them, 
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and consequently clear of that danger, I ordered the chief 

mate, who had charge of the watch, to keep a good look­

out, on all sides, for land, whitc water and breakers; and 

after repeating the same to the people, I went below to take 

a nap. At about five (then fair daylight) I was awakened 

by a shock, and thought I felt the vessel touch bottom. I 

sprang on deck, put the helm to starboard, had all hands . 

called in an instant, and saw breakers ahead and to south­

ward, close on board; apparently a sound on our right, and 

land to the northward, at about two leagues distance. The 

vessel's head was towards the S. W. and she running at the 

rate of ten miles the hour. I instantly seized the helm, put 

it hard to port, ordered all sails to be let run, and the an­

chors cleared away. The vessel touched lightly, three or 

four times; when I found she was over the reef, let go an: 

anchor, which brought her up in two and a half fathoms, 

or fifte.en feet water, which was quite smooth. We now 

handed all the sails, and lowered down the boat. I went 

in hel' with four hands, and sounded out a passage; found 

plenty of water to leeward of the reef; returned and got 

under way, and at seven o'clock A. M. was in the open sea 

again, with a fresh breeze. 

This being the first time, in the course of my navigating, 

that any vessel which I was in had struck the bottom unex­

pectedly, I own I was so much surprized and shocked, that 

my whole frame trembled, and I could scarcely believe that 

c .2 
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• 
what had happened was really true, until by comparing tbe 

causes and effects of the currentS in the Gulph Stream, I was 

c~nvinced that during the light winds, the day before, when 

in the Santarem Channel, the vessel had been drifted by the 

current that runs N. N. W. (and at that time very strong) 

so far North of the Double-headed Shot Bank; that my 

course in the night, though the only proper one I could have 

steered, was such as kept the current on the iarboard bow 

of the ve·sseJ, which had horsed her across it sixty miles out 

of her course in sixteen hours, ~nd would have landed her 

on the S. W. part of the Carysforcl Reef in two minutes 

more, where she must have been totally lost. As so many 

vessels of all nations who na,.jgate this stream have perished 

with their cargoes, and oftentimes their crews, I mention this 

incident to warn the navigator of the danger he is in when 

his vessel is acted upon by these currents, where no calcul~­

tion can be depend~d upon, and where nothing but very 

frequent castings of the lead, and a good look-out, can se­

cure him from their too often fatal consequences. 

Having settled this point in my own mind, I became tran­

quil, and we continued to run along the Florida Keys from 

W. S. W. to West by South, in from thirty to forty fathoms 

water, about four leagues distant, seeing from one to two 

leagues within us many rocks and little sandy islands, just 

above the water's edge, with a good depth of water all 

around them, until noon on the 24th, when we doubled the 

dry Tortugas Islands in ten fathoms, and on the 26th ar-
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rived in the Mississippi River, passed fort St. Philip at Plu­

quemines the same night, having shown my papers to the 

commanding officer of that post (as is customary.) 

My previous knowledge of the river and the manner of 

getting up it, enabled me to pass nearly one hundred sail of 

vessels that were in before me, and by dint of great and con­

tinued exertions, to arrive with my vessel before the city of 

New-Orleans, on the first day of June. Here we discharged 

our cargo, and took another on board,. principally on freight, 

in which I was assisted by Messrs. Talcott and Bowers, re­

spectable merchants in that city. This cargo consisted of 

tobacco and flour. The two ordinary seamen, Francis Bliss 

and James Carrington, now wished for a discharge, and re­

ceived it. I then shipped in their stead John Hogan and 

James Barrett, both seamen and natives of the state of Mas­

·sachusetts. 

With this crew and cargo we sailed from New-Orleans on 

the twenty-fourth of J nne; left the river on the twenty-sixth, 

and proceeded for Gibraltar, where we arrived on the ninth 

of August following, and landed nUl: cargo. About the 

thilteenth the schooner ---, Captain Price, of and .from 

New York, in a short passage, 'camejnto the Bay, and the 

captain on his landing told me he was bound up to Barce­

lona, and that if I would go on board his vessel, which was 

then standing off and on in the Bay, he would give me a late 

New-York Price Current, arid some newspapers. I was in 

g.reat want of a Price Current for my guide in making pur-
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chases, and accordingly went on board. The wind blowing 

strong in, and the vessel far out, I had to take four men with 

me, namely, James Clark, James Barrett, William Porter, 

and John Hogan. Having received the Price Current, &c., 

J I left the schooner about sunset, when they immediately 

filled her sails and stood on. As we were busied in stepping 

the boat's mast to sail back, a toppling sea struck her, and 

nearly filled her with water; we all jumped instantly over­

board in the hope of preventing her from filling, but she 

filled immediately. Providentially the captain of the 

schooner heard me halloo, though at least a mile from us ; 

put his vessel about, came near us, sent his boat, and saved 

our lives and our boat, which being cleared of water, and it 

being after dark, we returned safe alongside of the brig by 

ten o'clock at night. "When the boat filled, we were more 

than three miles from the Rock, in the Gnt, where the cur­

rent would have set us into the :Mediterranean, and we must 

have incvitabl y perished before morning, but we were spar~d, 

in order to suffer a severer doom, and miseries worse than 

death, on the barharons shores of Africa. 

We now took on boar~l part of the cargo of brandies 

and wines, and some dollars, say about two thousand, and 

an old man, named Antonio :Michel, a native of New 

Orleans, who had previously bee~ wrecked on the island of 

Teneriffe, and was recommended to my charity by Mr. 

Gavino, who at that time exercised the functions of American 

Con~ul at Gibraltar. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Voyage .from Gibraltm' towards the Cape de Verd Islands,. 

including the Shipwreck of. the b1'ig Comme1'ce on tlte coast 

of Aj1-ica. 

WE set sail from the bay of Gibraltar, on the 23d of Au­

gust, 1815, intending to go by way of the Cape de Verd 

Islands, to complete the lading of the vessel with salt. We 

passed Cape Spartel on the morning of the .24th, giving it a 

birth of from ten to twelve leagues, and steered off to the 

W. S. W. i intended to make the Canary Islands, and pass 

between Tenerilfe and Palma, having a fair wind; but it 

being very thick and foggy weather, though we got two ob­

~ervations at noon, neither could be much dep~nded upon. 

On account of the fog, we saw no land, and found, by good 

meridian altitudes on the twenty-eighth, that we were in the 

latitude of 27. ,30. N. having differed our latitude by the 

force of current, one hundred and twenty miles; thus pass­

ing the Canaries without seeing any of them. I concluded 

we must have passed through the intended passage without 

discovering the land on either side, particularly, as it was in 

the night, which was very dark, and black as pitch; nor 

could I believe otherwise from having had a fair wind all . th~ 
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way, and having steered our course ever since we took OUI' 

departure from Cape Spartel. Soon after we got an obser­

vation on the 28th, it became a.s thick as ever, and the dark­

ness seemed (if possible) to increase. Towards evening I 

got up my reckoning, and examined it all over, to be sure 

that I had committed no error, and ca.used the mates to do 

the same with theirs. Having thus ascertained that I was 

correct in calculation, I altered our course to S.'V. which 

ought to have carried us nearly Oil the course I wished to 

steer, that is, for the easternmost of the Cape de Verds; but 

finding the weather becoming more foggy towards night, it 

being so thick that we could scarcely see the end of the jib­

boom, I rounded the vessel to, and sounded with one hun­

dred and twenty fathoms of line, but found no bottom, and 

continued on our course, still reflecting on what should be 

the cause of our not seeing land, (as I never had passed near 

the Canaries before without seeing them, even in thick wea­

ther or in the night.) I came to a determination to haul off 

to the N. W. by the wind at 10 P. M. as I should then be 

by the log only thirty miles north of Cape Bojador. I con­

cluded on this at nine, and thought my fears had never be­

fore so much prevailed over my judgment and my reckon­

ing. I ordered the light sails to be handed, and the steering 

sail booms to be rigged in snug, which was done as fast as 

it could be by one watch, under the immediate direction of 
Mr. Savage. 



CA?TIVITY IN TIlE GREAT DESERT. 17 

We had just got the men stationed at the braces for haul­

ing oft~ as the man at the helm cried" tcn o'clock." OUf try­

sail boom was on the starboard side, but ready for jibing; 

the helm was· put to port, dreaming of no danger near. I 

had been on-.deck all the evening myself: the vessel was 

running at the rate of nine or ten knots, with a very strong 

breeze, and high sea, when the main boom was jibed over, 

and I at that instant heard a roaring ; the yards were .braced 

up-all hands were called. I imagiued at first it was a 

squall, and ,ras near ordering the sails to be lowcred down; 

but I then discovered breakers foaming at a most dreadful 

rate under our lee. Hope for a moment flattered me that 

we could fetch off still, as there were no breakers in view 

ahead: the anchors were made ready; but these hopes va­

nished in an instant, as the .vessel was carried by a current 

and a sea directly towards the breakers, and she struck ! We 

let go the best bower anchor; all sails were taken in as fast 

as possible; surge after surge came thundering on, and 

drove her in spite of anchors, partly with her head on shore. 

She struck witlt such violence .as to start every man from 

the deck. Knowing there was no possibility of saving her, 

and that she must very soon bjlge and fill with water, I or­

dered aU the provisions we co uld get at to be brought on 

deck, in hopes of saving some, and as m uch water to be 

drawn from the large casks as possible. vVe started several 

quarter casks of ,,-ine, and filled them with water. Every 

: D 

'. 
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man worked as if his life depended upon his present exer­

tions ;-all were obedient to every ordcr I gave, and seemed 

perfectly caJm .;~The vessel was stout and high" as she was 

only in ballast .trim ;-The sea combed over her stem and 

swept her decks; but we managed to get the small boat in 

on deck, to sling her and keep her from staving. We cut 

away the bulwark on the larboard side so as to prevent the 

boats fi:om staving when we sllQuld get them out; cleared 

mvay the long-boat and hung her in tackles, the vessel con­

tinuing to · strike very heavy, and filling fast. We, however, 

had secured five or six barrels of water, and as many of 

wine,-three barrels of bread, and three or four of salted 

pro;visions. I had as yet been so busily employed, that rio 

pains had been taken to ascertain what distance we were 

from the land, nor had any of us yet seen it; and in the 

meantime all the clothing, chests, trunks, &c. were got up, 

and the books, chalts, and sea instruments, were stowed in 

them, in the hope ,of their being useful to us in future. 

The vessel being now nearly full of water, the surf making 

a fair breach over her, and fearing she would go to pieces, 

I prepared a rope, and put it in the small boat, having got 

a glimpse of the shore, at no great distance, and t.aking 

Porter with me, we were lowered down on the larboard or 

Jee side of the vessel, where she broke the violence of the 

sea, and made it comparatively smooth: we SHoved off, but 

on clearing away from the bow of the vessel, the boat was 
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overwhelmed with a surf, and we were plunged into the 

foaming surges: we were driven along by the current, aided 

by what seamen call the tmdertow, (or recoil of the sea,) to 

the distance of three hundred yards to the westward, covered 

nearly all the-..!ime by the billows, which, following each 

()ther in quick succession, scarcely gave us time to catch a 

breath before we were again literally swallowed by them, till 

at length we were thrown, together with our boat, upon a 

saudy beach. After taking breath a little, and ridding our 

stomachs of the salt water that had forced its way into them, 

my first care was to turn the water out of the boat, and haul 

her up out of the reach of the surf: '-IV e found the rope 

that was made fast to her still remaining; this we carried up 

along the beach, directly to leeward of the wreck, where we 

fastened it to sticks about the thickness of hands pikes, that 

had drifted on the shore from the vessel, and which we drove 

into the sand by the help of other pieces of wood. Befelre 

leaving the vessel, I had directed that all the chests, 1lrunks, 

and every thing that would float, should be hove overboard: 

this all hands were busied in doing. The vessel lay about 

one hundred fathoms 'from the beach, at high tide. In 

order to save the crew, a hawser was made fast to the rope 

we had on shore, one end of which we hauled to us, and 

made it fast to a number of sticks we had driven into the 

sand for the purpose. It was then tautned on board the 

wTeck, and made fast. This being done, the long-b0at (in 

D2 
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order to save the provisions already in her) was lowered 

down, and two hands steadied her by ropes fastened to the 

rings in her stem and stern posts over the hawser, so as to 

slide, keeping her bow to the ' surf. In this manner they 

reached the beach, carried on the top of a heavy wave. The 

boat was stove by the violence of the shock against the 

beach; but by great exertions we saved the three barrels of 

bread in her before they were much damaged; and tWQ 

barrels of salted provision were also saved. 'We were now 

four of us, on shore, and busied in picking up the clothing 

and other things which drifted from the vessel, and carrying 

them up out of the surf. It was by this time daylight, and 

high water; the 'Vessel care<!:ned deep~off shore, and I made 

signs to have the masts cut away, in the hope of easing her, 

that she might not go to pieces. They were accordingly 

cut away, and fell on }:ler starboard side, making a better 

lee for a boat alongside the wreck, as they projected con­

siderably beyond her bows. The masts and rigging being 

gone, the sea breaking very high over the wreck, and nothing 

left to hold on by, the mates and six men still on board, 

though secured as well as they could be, on the bowsprit 

and in the larb0ard fore-cha~nels, were yet in imminent 

danger of being washed off by every surg~ The long-boat 

was stove, and it being impossible for tloe small one to live, 

my great object was now to save the Iiv€!) of the crew by 

TIICans of the hawser. I therefore made signs to them to 
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come, one by one, on the hawser, which had been stretched 

taut for that purpose. J 01111 I-logan yentnred First, and 

haying pulled off his jacket, took to the hawser, and made 

for the shore. When he had got clear of the immediate le(>' 

of the wreck, every surf buried him, coming many feet 

above his head; but he still held fast by the rope with a 

deathlike grasp, and as soon as the surf was passed, proceed­

ed on towards the shore, until another surf, more powerful 

than the former, unclenched his hands, and threw him within 

our reach; when we laid hold of him, and dragged him to 

the beach; · we then rolled him on the sand, until he dis- . 

charged the salt water from his stomach, and revived. I 

kept in the water up to my chin, steadying myself by the 

hawser, while the surf passed over me, to catch the others as 

they approached, and thus, . with the assistance of those 

already on shore, was enq.bled to save all the rest from a 

watery grave. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

"-
Description of the natives.-They make war upon the C1'ew, 

and drive them oJ! to the wreck. 

ALL hands being now landed, our first care was to secure 

the provisions and water whicn we had so far saved, know­

ing it was a barren, thirsty land; and we carried the pro­

-visions up fifty yards from the water's edge; where we placed 

therl'l, and then f0fmed a kind of a tellt ,by means of our 

oars and two steel'ing sllli.Js. I hllld fondly hoped we sh0uld 

not be discovered by any hUlnan beings on this inhospitable 

shore, but that we sho'uld be able to repair our boats" 

with the materials we might get from the wreck, and by 

taking advantage of a smooth time, (if we should be favoured 

with one,) put to sea, where by the help of a comp'ass and 

other instruments which we had saved, we might possibly 

find some friendly vessel to save our lives, or reach some of 

the EuropeaII settlements down the coast, or the Cape de 

Verd Islands. 

Being thus employed, we saw a human figure approach 

our stuff, such as clothing, which lay scattered along the 

heach for a mile westward of us. It was a man! He began 
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plundering our clothing. I went towards him with all the 

signs of peace and friendship I could make, but he was ex­

tremely shy, and made signs to me to keep my distanoe, 

while he all the time seemed intent on plulilder. He ·Was 

unarmed, an! I continued to approach hill1 until within ten 

yards. 

He appeared to be about five feet seven or eight inches 

high, and of a complexion between that of an Atnerican 

Indian and negro. He had about him, to Cover his naked­

ness, a piece of coarse woollen cloth, that reached [1·om below 

his breast nearly to his knees; his hair was long amd bushy, 

resembling a pitch mop, sticking out €very way six or eight 

inches from his head; his face resembled that of an ourang­

outang more than a hwnan being; his eyes were red an<il 

fiery; his mouth, which stretched nearly from ear to ear, 

was well lined with sound teeth; and a long curling beard, 

which depended from his upper lip and chin down UpON 

his breast, gave him altogether a most horrid · appearance, 

and I could not but imagine that those well set teeth were 

sharpened for the purpose of devouring human flesh! par­

ticularly as -I conceived I had before seen in different parts 

of the world, the human face and form in its most hideous 

and terrific shape. He appeared to be very old yet fierce 

and vigorous: he was soon joined by two old women of 

similar appearance, whom I took to be his wives. These 

looked a little less frightful, though their two eye-teeth stuck 
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out like hogs' tusks, and their tanned skins hung in loose 

plaits on their faces and breasts; but their hair was long 

and braided. A girl of from eighteen to twenty, who was 

not ugly, and five or six children, of different ages and 

sexes, from six to sixteen years, were also in company. 

These were entirely naked. They brought with them a 

goo0.\ Engl.ish hall}111er, with a i"ope-Ianiard through 'a hole 

iN its handle. ,It .had no doubt belonged to some vessel 

wrecked on that C0ast. They had also a kind of axe with 

them, and some long knives slung on their right sides, in a 

sheath suspended by their necks. They now felt themselves. 

'str0Ng, and commenced a b01d aNd indiscriminate plunder­

-ing ,@f every thing t11ey wanted. They broke open trunks, 

ch"ests, and boxes, and emptied them' of their contents, 

canying the clothing on their backs up on the sand hills, 

where they spread tl~em out to dry. They emptied the beds 

of their contents, wa.nting 0nly the doth, and were IDllch 

amused 1vith the flying of the feathers before the wind from 

my bed. It appeared as though they had never before seen 

such thing,s. 

I had a.n adventure of silk-lace veils and silk handker­

chiefs, the formeF of ,,,,hieh the man, women, aJi1d children 

tied round their heads in the forI? of turbans; the latter 

round their legs and arms, tl~ough only for: a short time, 

when they took them off again, and stowed them away 

.among the other clothing on the sand hills. They all seemed 
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highly delighted with their good fortune, and even the old 

man's features began to relax a little, as he met with no 

resistance. vVe had no fire or side-arms, but we could easily 

have driven these creatures oft· with handspikes, had I not 

considered thaj; we had no possible means of escaping either 

by land or ,vater, and had no reason to doubt but they 

would call others to their assistance, and in revenge destroy 

us. I used all the arguments in my power to induce my 

men to endeavour to conciliate the friendship of these na­

tiYes, but it was with the greatest difficulty I could restrain 

some of them from rushing on the savages and putting them 

to death, if they could have come up with them; but I found 

they could run like the wind, whilst we could with difficulty 

move in the deep sand. Such an act I conceived would 

cost us our lives as soon as we should be overpowered by 

numbers, and I therefore permitted them to take what 

pleased them best, without making any resistance; except 

our bread and provisions, which, as we could· not subsist 

without them, I was determined to defend to the last extre­

mity. On our first reaching the shore I allowed my mates 

and people to share among themselves one thousand Spanish 

dollars, for I had hauled my trunk on shore by a rope, with 

my money in it, which I was induced to do in the hope of 

its being useful to them in procuring a release from this 

country in case we should be separated, and in aiding them 

to reach their homes. We had rolled up the casks of water 

-- E 
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and wine which had been thrown overboard and drifted 

ashore. I was now determined to mend the long-boat, as 

soon and as well as possible, in order to have a retreat in 

my power, (or at least t;ne hope of one,) in case of the last 

necessity. The wind lulled a little in the afternoon, at low 

water, when William Porter succeeded in reaching the wreck 

and procured a few nails and a marline spike; with these 

he got safe back to the shore. I found the timbers of the 

boat in so crazy a state, and the nails which held them toge­

thet, so eaten off by the rust, that she would not hold toge­

ther, nor SUppOlt her weight iB turning her up in order to 

get at her bottom. I tacked her timbers together, however, 

as well as I could, which was very imperfectly, as I had bad 

tools to work with, and my crew, now unrestrainecl by my 

authority, having broaGhed a cask of wine, and taken copi­

ous drafts of it, in order to dispel their sorrows, were most of 

them in such a state, that instead of assisting me, they tended 

to increase my embarrassment. We, however, at last, got 

the boat turned up, and found that one whole plank was out 

on each side, and very much split. I tacked the pieces in, 

assisted by Mr. Savage, Horace, aBd one Of two more. 'Ve 

chinced a l~ttle oakum into the seams and splits with oua' 

knives, as well as we could, and worked uPQn her until it 

was quite dark. I had kept sentinels walking with hand­

spikes, to guard the tent and provisions during this time, hut 

the Arabs had managed to rob us of one of our sails from 
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the tent, and to carry it off, and not content with this, they 

tried to get the other in the same way. This I would not 

permit them to do. They then showed their hatchets and 

their arms, but finding it of no effect, they retired for the 

night, after prQ.mising, as near as I could understand them, 

that they would not molest us further till morning, when 

they would bring camels down with them. We had previ­

ously seen a great many camel tracks in the sand, and I of 

course believed there were some near. One of the children 

had furnished us with fire, which enabled us to roast a fowl 

that had been drowned, and driven on shore from the wreck, 

on which, with some salt pork, and a little bread and butter, 

we made a hearty meal, little thinking that this was to be the 

last of our provisions we should be pennitted to enjoy. A 

watch was set of two men, who were to walk guard at a dis­

tance from the tent, to give an alarm in case of the approach 

of the natives, and keep burning a guard fire. This we were 

enabled to do by cutting up some spars we found on the 

beach, and which must have belonged to some vessel wrecked 

there before us. 

Night had now spread her sable mantle ovyr the face of na­

ture, the savages had retired, and all was still, except the rest­

less and unwearied waves, which dashed against the deserted 

wreck, and tumbled among the broken rocks a little to the 

eastward of us, where the high perpendicular cliffs, jutting 

out into th,e sea, opposed a barrier to theiJ.' violence, and 

E2 
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threatened, at the same time, inevitable and certain destruc­

tion to every ill fated vessel and her crew that should, un­

fortunately, approach too near their immovable foundations: 

these we had escaped only by a few rods. From the time 

the vessel struck to this moment, I had been so entirely 

engaged by the laborious exertions which our critical situ­

ation demanded, that I had no time for reflection; but it 

now rushed like a torrent over my mind, and banished from 

my eyes that sleep which my fatigued frame so much re­

quired. I knew I was on a barren and inhospitable coast; 

a tempestuous ocean lay before me, whose bosom was con­

tinually tossed and agitated by wild and furious winds, 

blowing directly on shore; no vessel or boat sufficient for 

our escape, as I thought it impossible for our shattered 

long-boat to live at sea, even if we should succeed in urging 

her through the tremendous surges, that broke upon the 

shore, with such violence, as to make the whole coast 

tremble; behind us were savage beings, bearing the human 

form indeed, but in its most terrific appearance, whose ob­

ject I knew, from what had already passed, would be to rob 

us of our last resource, our provisions: and I did not doubt 

but they would be sufficiently strong in the morning, not 

only to accomplish ,""hat they meditated, but to take our 

lives also, or to seize upon our persons, and doom us to 

slavery, till death should rid us of our miseries. 

This was the first time I hacl ever suffered shipwreck. I 
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had left a wife and five young children behind me, on whom 

I doated, and who depended on me entirely for their sub­

sistence. My children would have no father's, and perhaps 

no mother's care, to direct them in the paths of virtue, to 

instruct theit:...!:'ipening years, or to watch over them, and 

administer the balm of comfort in time of sickness; no 

generous friend to relieve their distresses, and save them 

from indigence, degradation, and ruin. These reflections 

harrowed up my soul, nor could I cease to shudder at these 

imaginary evils, added to my real ones, until I was forced 

mentally to exclaim, "Thy ways, great Father of the uni­

verse, are wise and just: and what am I .! an atom of dust, 

that dares to murmur at thy dispensations." 

I next considered that eleven of my fellow-sufferers, who 

had entrusted themselves to my care, were still alive and 

with me, and all but two of them (who were on the watch) 

lying on the ground, and wrapped in the most profound 

and apparently pleasing sleep; and as I surveyed them with 

tears of compassion, I felt it was a sacred duty assigned me 

by Providence, to protect and preserve their lives to my very 

utmost. The night passed slowly and tediously away; when 

daylight at length began to dawn in the eastern horizon, and 

chased darkness before it, not to usher to our view the cheer­

ing prospect of approaching relief, but to unfold new scenes 

of suffeting, wretchedness, and distress. So soon as it was 

fairly light, the old man came down, accompanied by his 
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wives and two young men of the same family-he was armed 

with a spear of iron, having a handle made with two pieces 

of wood spliced together, and tied with cords: the handle 

was about twelve feet long. This he held balanced in his 

right hand, above his head, making motions as if to throw 

it at us; he ordered us off to the wreck, pointing, at the 

same time, to a large drove of camels that were descending the 

heights to the eastward of us, his women running off at 

the same time, whooping and yelling horribly, throwing up 

sand in the aif, and beckoning to those who had charge of 

the camels to approach. I ran to,v3!rds the beach, and seized 

a small spar that lay there, to parry off the old man's lance, 

as a handspike was not long enough. He in the meantime 

came to the tent like a fury, where the people still were, and 

by slightly pricking one or two of them, and pointing at 

the same time towards the camels, he succeeded in frighten­

ing them, which was his object, as he did not wish to call 

help, lest he should be obliged to divide the spoil. The 

crew all made the best of -their way to the small boat, while 

I parried off his spear with my spar, and kept him at a 

distance. He would doubtless have hurled it at me, but for 

the fear of losing it. 

The small boat was dragged to the water, alongside our 

hawser, but the people huddling into her in a confused 

manner, she was filled by the first sea, and bilged. I now 

thought we had no resource, except trying to get eastward 
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or westward. Abandoning, therefore, our boats, pFovisions, 

&c., we tried to retreat eastward, but were opposed by this 

formida.ble spear, and could not make much progress; for 

the old man was very a.ctive: he would fly from us like the 

wind, and return with the same speed. The camels were 

approaching very fast, and he made signs to inform us, that 

the peop'le who were with them had fire-arms , and would put 

us instantly to death; at the same time opposing us every way 

with his young men, with all their weapons, insisting on our 

going towards the wreck, and refusing to receive our sub­

mission, while the women and children still kept up their 

yelling. We then laid hold of the long-boat, turned her 

oyer, and got her into the water; and as I would suffer only 

one at a time to get on board, and that too over her stern, we 

succeeded at length, and all got off safe alongside the \vreck, 

which made a tolerable lee for the boat, though she was by 

this time half filled with water. 

All hands got on board the wreck except myself and ano­

ther; we kept bailing the boat, and were able to keep her 

from entirely filling, having one bucket and a keg to work 

with. The moment we were out of the way, all the family 

ran together where our tent was; here they were joined by 

the camels and two YOUDg men, which we had not before 

seen, apparently about the ages of twenty and twenty-six. 

They were armed with scimitars, and came running on foot 

from the eastward. The old man and women ran to meet 
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them, hallooing to us, brandishing their naked weapons and 

bidding us defiance. They loaded the barrels of bread on 

their camels, which kneeled down to receive them; the beef 

and all the other provisions, with the sail that the tent was 

made of, &c. &c. and sent them off with the children who 

drove tbem down. The old man next came to the beach; 

with his axe stove in all the heads of our water casks and 

casks of wines, emptying their contents into the sand. They 

then gathered up all the trunks, chests, sea instruments, 

books, and chmts, and consumed then~ by fire in one pile. 

Our proyisions and water being gone, we saw no other al­

ternative but to try to get to sea in our leaky boat, or stay 

and be washed off the wreck the next night, or to perish by 

the hands of these barbarians, who we expected would ap­

pear in great force, and bring fire-arms with them, and they 

would besides soon be enabled to walk to the wreck on a 

sand bar that was fast forming inside of the vessel, and now 

nearly dry at low water. The tide seemed to ebb and flow 

about twelve feet. We had now made all the preparations 

in our power for our departure, which amoun~ed to nothing 

more than getting from the wreck a few bottles of wine, and 

a few pieces of salt pork. No water could be procured, 

and the bread was completely spoiled by being soaked in 

salt water. Our oars were all lost except two that were on 

shore in the power of the natives. We had split a couple of 

plank for oars, and attempted to shove off, but a surf striking 
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the bQat, came over her bow, and nearly filling her with 

water, d-rifted her again alongside the wreck. Vie now 

made shift to get on board the wreck again, and bailout 

the boat; which 'when dO~le, two hands were able to keep 

her fi'ee, while two others held her steady by ropes, so as to 

prevent her froID dashing to pieces against the wreck. 

.1 
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CHAPTER V. 

The natiloes seize tke author by perfidy, and then get possession 

of the money-the author's critical situation on shore-He 

escapes to the wreck-Antonio Michel is massacred. 

THE sight of our deplorable situation seemed to excite pity 

in · the breasts of the savages who had driven us from the 

shore. They came down to the water's edge, bowed them­

selves to the ground, beckoning us, and particularly me, 

whom they knew to be the captain, to come on shore; ma­

king at the same time all the signs of peace and friendship 

they could. Th~y carried all theu: arms up over the sand­

hills, and returned without them. Finding I would not 

c~me on shore, one of them ran and fetched a small goat or 

dog skin, which, by signs, they made me understand was 

filled with water, and all retiring to a considerable distance 

from the beach, except the old man who had it: he came 

into the water with it up to his armpits, beckoning me to 

come and fetch it and drink. He was nearly naked, and 

had no weapons about him. Being very thirsty, and finding 

we could not get at any water, and no hope remaining of our 

being able to get out through the surf to sea, I let myself 

• 
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down by the hawser, and went by means of it to the beach, 

where the old man met me and gave me tlle skin of water, 

which I carried off to the wreck, and the people hauled it 

up on board. This done, he made me understand that he 

wished to go ::n board, and me to remain on the beach until 

his return. 

Seeing no possible chance of escaping or of preserving our 

lives in any other way but by their assistance, an~l that that , 
was only to be obtained by conciliating them~te1ling my 

men my mind, I went again to the shore. The young men, 

women, and children, were now seated unarmed on thll< 

beach, near the water-the grown people neMly, and the 

children entirely naked. They made aU the signs of peace 

they knew of, looking upwards, as if invoking heaven tp 

witne~s their sinCErity. Tlue old man advancing, took me by 

tile hand, and lODking up to heaven, said, " Allah Ie Beer-." 

I knew that Allah was tile Arabic name for the Supreme 

Being, and supposed K_ Beer- meant, " our frieJ).d, ,OT father." 

I let him pass to the wreck, and went and seated mys~lf op. 

the beach with the others, who seemed very friendly, lacing 

their fingers in with mine, putting my hat on one another'~ 

heads, and returning it to me again, stroking down my trow­

-sers, feeling my head and hands, examining my shoes, and 

feeling into my pockets, &c. 

When tlH~ peop'le had hauled the old man on b0ard, ;r 
tm,deavoured. to make them understand that they m-ust k,eep 

1" 2 
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him until I was released, but they did not comprehend my 

meaning, owing to the noise of the surf, and after he had 

satisfied his curi'osity by looking attentively at ~ every thing 

'he could see, which was nothing more than the wreck of the 

contents of the hold floating in her, inquiring for baftas, for 

fire-arms, and for money, as I afterwards leaI:nt, and findiDg 

, 'none, he came on shore. ~When he was tiear the beach, 'and 

I about to rise to meet him, I was seized by both arms by 

~the 'two stoutest of the young men, who had placed them­

selves on each side ' of me, for the purpose of safe-keeping. 

They gl:asped my" arms like lions, and at that instant the 

'women and children presented their daggers, knives and 

:spears to 'my"head and breast. To strive against them was 

'instant death: I was therefore obliged to remain quiet, and 

~ determined to show no concern for my life, ' or 'any signs ~ of 

'fear. The countenance of everyone around me now 

'assumed the most horrid and malignant ~ expressions; they 

'gnashed 'their 'teeth at me, and struck their daggers within 

'an inch of every part of my head ' and body. The young 

'men still held me fa,st, while the old one seizing a sharp 

'sCimitar, laid hold of my hair at the sarrie instant, as if to 

-cut my throat, or my head off. I concluded my last mo­

~ments had come, 'and that my body was doomed' to be de­

voured by these beings, whom I now' considered to be none 

other than CannioaIs that would soon gYut their hungry sto­

(1)1achs with my flesh. ' I could only say, " Tny will be done," 
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mentally, and felt resigned to my fate, for I thoughtlit could 

not be prevented· . . But this conduct on their part, it S90n 

appeared, was only for the purpose of frightening ·me, and 

as I had not changed countenance, the bid man, after draw­

ing his scimitar lightly across the collar of my shilt, which 

he cut a little, released my head, bidding me by signs to 

order all the money we had on board to be brought directly 

on shore. 

My mates and people then on the wreck had witnessed 

tIlls scene, and had agreed, as they afterwards informed me, 

that if I was ' mas~acred , which they did not doubt from ap­

pearances ·would soon be the case, to rush on shore in the 

boat, armed in tbe hest manner they were able, and revenge 

my death by selling their lives as dearly as possible. 

When the old man had · quit his hold, and I hailed my 

people, their hopes began to revive, and one of them· came 

.on the hawser to 1m ow what they should do. I told him all 

.themaney which they had on board must be instantly 

brought on ·shore. . He was in the water at some distance 

'from me, and co\iild not hear, on account of the noise occa­

sioned by the surf, 'what I added, which was for them not to 

part with the· money ' until I should be fairly released. He 

went on board, and all hands hoping.to procure my release, 

put their money which · they stiH had about them, to the 

amount of about one thousand dollars, into a bucket, 'and 

»!inging it on a hawser, Porter shoved it along before him 
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near the beach, and was about to bring it up to the place 

where I sat. With considerable difficulty, however, I pre­

vented him, as the surf made such a roaring, that he could 

not hear me, though he ,vas onJy a few yards distant; but 

he at last understood my signs, and staid in the water until 

one of the young men went and received it from him. Tne 

old man had taken his seat alongside of me, and held his 

scimitar pointed at my breast. 

The bucket of dollars was br-ought and pQ'ured iNto one 

end of the old man's blanket, when he bad~ me rise and go 

with them, he aFrd tae young men urgiJilg me along by both 

anTIS; with their daggers drawn before, and the women and 

children behind ,Vith the spear, and thei.r kn4v.(Js n(l)3.r my 
back. In this manner they made me go with them Qver the 

sand ·driifts, 'to the distance of three 0r four hundre€l yards, 

where they seated themselves and ine 0n th.e :ground. The 

old man then proce€1ded to CoURt and divide the -money_ 

He made three heaps of it, cOUilting into each heap by tens, 

and so dividing it exactly, gave to the two young men one­

third or heap-to his two wives one-1ihird, and kept the 

other to hilnself. Each secured his and their own part, by 

wrapping and tying it up in SOIJile of our clQuhing. DUirililg 

this process, they -had l'et go of my arms, though they were 

all aq'ohlnd me. -I th.ought my fate was now decided, if I 

could not by some lileal1s effect my escape. I knew they 

cOhl~d outrun me, if I should leap fFom them, and would 
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undoubtedly plunge their weapons to my heart if I attempted, 

and failed in the attempt. However I resolved to risk it, 

and made a slight movement with that view at a moment 

when I thought all eyes were turned fi'om me; but one of 

the young m~, perceiving my manreuvre, made a lounge at 

me with his scimitar. I eluded the force of his blow, by 

falling backwards on the ground; it however pierced my 

waistcoat. He was about to repeat it, when the old man 

bade him desist. 

The money being now distributed and tied up, they rnade 

me rise with them, and were all going together from the 

beach, holding me by the arms, with naked daggers all 

'<lround me. There appeared now no possible means of 

escape, when the thought suddenly suggested to me, to 

-tempt their avarice. I then, by signs, made them under­

stand that there was more money in the possession of the 

crew. This seemed to please them, and they instantly 

turned themselves and me about for the beach; sending the 

money off by one of the young men and a boy. When they 

approached to within one hundred YCl-rds of th€ beach, they 

made Hle seat myself on the sand between two of them, wh@ 

held me by the arms, bidding me order tlle money on shore. 

I knew there was -ROne on board the -wreck, or in the boat, 

but I imagined if I could get Antonio Michel on shore, I 

should be able to -make my escape. I hailed accordingly, 

and made signs to my people to have (me of them come near 
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the shore; but as they saw, by every movement of the 

natives, that my situation was dreadfully critical, none of 

them were inclincd to venture, and I waited. more than. an 

hour, was often threatened with death, ami made to halloo 

with all my might, until I became so hoarse as scarcely to 

mal e myself heard by those around me. The pity of Mr. 

Savage at last overcame his fears. He ventured on the 

hawser, and reaching the beach in safety, was about to come 

up to me, where he would have been certainly seized on as 

I was, when I endeavoured to make him understand, by 

signs, that he must stay in the water, and keep clear of the 

natives, if he valued his life; but not being able to hear me, 

my guards, who supposed I was giving him orders to fetch 

the money, obliged me to get up and approach him a little, 

until I made him understand what I wanted: he then return­

ed on board the wreck, and I was taken back to my former 

station. 

Antonio came to the shore, as soon as he knew it was my 

wish, and made directly towards me. The natives, expecting 

hc would bring more money, flocked about him to receive 

it, but finding he had none, struck .him with their fists and 

the handles of their daggcrs, fLncl stripped off all his clothing: 

the children at the same time pricking him with their sharp 

knivcs, and all seemccL determined to torment him with a 

slo\y and cruel dcath. He begged for his life upon hi$ 

k11ees, but they paid no rcgard to his entreatics. In hopes 
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of saving him from the fury of these wretches, I told him to 

let them know by signs that there were dollars and other 

'things buried in the sand, near where our tent had stood, 

and to endeavour to find them by digging. A new spy­

glass, a handsaw, and several other things, had been buried 

there, and a bag containing about four hundred dollars at a 

short distance from them. He soon made them understand 

that something was buried, a.nd they hurried him to the spot 

he had pointed out, and he began to dig. I had imagined 

that if this man would come on shore, I should be enabled 

to make my escape; yet I knew not how, nor had I fOTmed· 

any plan for effecting it. 

I was seated on the sand, facing the sea, between the old 

man on my left, with his spear uplifted in pis left hand, 

pointing to my breast, and the stoutest young man on 

my right, with a naked scimitar in his right hand, pointing 

to my head-both weapons were with.in six. inches of me, 

and my guards within a foot on each side. I considered at 

this time, that so soon as any thing should be found by 

those who were digging, they' would naturaBy spealc and 

inform those who guarded me of it; (these had let go of my 

arms some time before;) and as I was pretty celtain that both 

of them would look rOlUld as soon as the discovery of any 

treasure should be announced, I carefully. drew up my legs 

under me, but without exciting suspicion, in order to be 

ready for a start. The place where they were digging, was 

G 
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partly behind us on our right, and upon their making 

a noise, both my guards turned their heads and eyes fro~ 

me towards them, when I instantly sprang out from beneath 

their weapons, and flew to the beach. I was running for 

my life, and soon reached the water's edge: knowing I was 

pursued, and nearly overtaken, I plunged into the sea, with 

all my foree, head foremost, and swam under water as long 

as I could hold my bFeath; then 1ising to the sUlface, 

. I looked round on my pursuers. The old man was within 

ten feet of me, up to his chin in water, and was In the act 

of dalting his spear through my body, when a surf rolling 

over me, saved my life, and dashed him and his comrades 

on -the beach. I was some distance westward of the wreck, 

but swimming as fast as possible towards her, whilst surf 

after surf broke in towering heights over me, until I was 

enabled by almost superhuman exertion to reach the lee of 

the wreck, when I was taken iflto the boat over the stern by 

the mates and people. 

I was so til-r exhausted that I could not immediately wit­

ness what pasced on shore, but was informed by those who 

did, that my pursuers stood motionless on the beach, at the 

edge of the water, until I was safe in the boat; that iliey 

then ran towards poor Antonio, and plunging a spear 

into his body near his left breast downwards, laid him dead 

at their feet. They then picked up what things remained, 

and made off all together. I saw them dragging Antonio's 
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lifeless trunk across the sand hills, and felt an inexpressible 

pang, that bereft me for a moment of all sensation, occa­

sioned by a suggestion that to me alone his massacre was 

imputable; but on my recovery, when I reflected there were 

no other means whereby my own life could have been pre­

served, and, under Providence, the lives of ten men, who 

had been committed to my charge, I concluded I had not 

done wrong, nor have I since had occasion to reproach 

myself for being the innocent cause of his destruction, nor 

did any of my surviving shipmates, though perfectly at 

liberty so to do, ever accuse me on this point : from which 

I think I have an undoubted right to infer, that their feel­

ings perfectly coincided with mine on this melancholy 

occaSIOn. 

Hostilities ha:d now commenced, and we could not doubt 

but these merciless ruffians would soon return in force, and 

when able to overpower us, would massacre us aU as they 

had already done Antonio. The wind blowing strong, and 

the surf breaking ol1t~jd(>_ ~nd on the wreck.twenty or thirty 

feet high, the hope of getting to sea in our crazy long-boat 

was indeed but faint. She had been thumpj·ng a10ngside 

the wreck, and on a sand bank all day, and writhed like an 

old basket, taking in as much water as two men constantly 

employed with buckets could throw out. The deck and 

outside of the wreck were fast going to pieces, and the 

other parts could not hold together long. The tide, (by 

G.2 
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being low,) together with the sand bar that had been formed 

by the ,washing of the sea fl:om the bow of the wreck to the 

beach, had very much lcssened the danger of communi­

cating with the shore during this day; but it was now return­

ing to sweep every thing from the wreck, aided by the wind, 

which blew a gale on shore every night. To remain on the 

wreck, or go on shore, was almost certain death; tile boat 

could no longer be kept afloat alongside, and being without 

provisions or ,vater, if we should put to sea, we must soon 

perish. We had neither oars nor a rudder to the boat; no 

compass nor a quadrant to direct her course; but as it was 

our only chance, I resolved to try and get to sea; expecting, 

nevertheless, we should be swallowed up by the first surf, 

and launched into eternity all together. 

I, in the first place, sent Porter on shore to get the two 

broken oars that were still lying there, while I made my way 

through the water, into the hold of the wreck, to try once 

more if any fresh water could be found, I dove in at the 

hatchway, which was coven~d with water, and found, after 

coming up under the deck on the larboard side, as I 

expected, just room enough to breathe, and to work among 

the floating · casks, planks, and wreck of the hold . After 

much labour I found a water cask, partly full, and turning 

it over, discovered that its bung was tight. This gave me 

new courage, aJnd after upheading it, I came up and com­

municated the circumstance to my shipmates, and we tlJen 
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made search for some smaller vessel to fill from the cask. 

After much touble, a small keg was found in the after hold; 

it might probably hold four gallons-the head of the water­

cask was stove in, and with the help of Mr. Savage and 

Clark I got tl~ keg full of water, and a good drink for all 

hands besides, which was very mud). needed. The others 

were in the meantime employed in rigging out spars which 

we had lashed together over the stern of the wreck with a 

rope made fast to their outer ends, in order to give the boat 

headway, and clear her from the wreck, when we should 

finally shove off. Porter had returned with the oars, and 

also brought the Lag of motley thaLhacLbeen buried , con­

taining about four hundred dollars: this he did of his own 

accord. 

We had got the small boat's sails, consisting of a jib and 

mainsail, into the boat, with a spar that would do for a mast, 

and the brig's fore-topmast staysail; the keg of water, a few 

pieces of salt pork, a live pig, weighing about twenty pounds, 

which had escaped to the shore when the vessel struck, and 

which had swum back to us again when we were driven 

from the shore; about four pounds of figs, that had been 

soaking in salt water ever since the brig was wrecked, and 

had been fished out of her cabin: this was aU our stock of 

proVIsIOns. 

Every thing being now ready, I endeavoured to encou~ 

rage the crew as well as I could; representing to them that 
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it was better to be swallowed up all together, than to suffer 

ourselves to be massacred by the ferocious savages; adding, 

that the Almighty was able to save, even when the last ray 

of hope was vanishing; we should never despair, but exert 

ourselves to the last extremity, and still hope for his merci­

ful protection. 

As we surveyed the dangers that surrounded us, wave 

following wave, breaking with a dreadful crash just outside 

of U5, at every instant, our hearts indeed failed us, and 

there appeared no possibility of getting safely beyond the 

breakers, without a particular interference of Providence in 

our favouI:. The~par:ticular -irrtelference-of Providence in 

any case I had always before doubted. Everyone trembled 

with dreadful apprehensions, and each imagined that the 

moment we ventured past the vessel's stern, would be his 

last. I then said, " Let us pull off our hats, my shipmates 

and companions in distress." This was done in an instant; 

wluenlifting my eyes and my soul towards heaven, I 

exclaimed, " Great Creator and Preserver of the Universe, 

who now seest our distresses; we pray thee to spare our 

lives, and permit us to pass through this overwhelming surf 

to the open sea: but if we are doomed to perish, thy win 

be done; we commit our souls to the . mercy of thee our 

God, who gave them: and O! Universal Father, protect 

and preserve our widows and children !" 

The wind, as if by divine command, at this very moment 
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ceased to blow. We hauled the boat out; the dreadful 

surges that were nearly bursting upon us, suddenly subsided, 

making a path for our boat about twenty yards wide, 

through which we rowed her out as smoothly as if she had 

been on a river in a calm, whilst on each side of us, and not 

more than ten yards distant, the surf continued to break 

twenty feet high, and with unabated fury. We had to row 

nearly a mile in this manner: all were fully convinced that 

we were saved by the immediate interposition of Divine 

Providence in this particular instance, and all joined in 

returning thanks to the Supreme Being for this mercy .. 

As soon as we reached the open sea, and had gained 

some distance from the wreck, the surf returned, combing 

behind us with the same force as on each side the boat. We 

next fitted the mast, and set the small boat's mainsail. The 

wind now veered four points to the eastward, so that we 

were enabled to fetch past the point of the cape, though 

the boat had neither keel nor rudder: it was SUrlset when we 

got out, and night corning on? the wind as usual increased 

to a gale before morning, and we kept the boat to the wind 

by the help of an oar, expecting every moment to be swal­

lowed up by the waves. We were eleven in number on 

board; two constantly bailing were scarcely able to keep 

her free, changing hands every half hour. The night was 

very dark and foggy, and we could not be sure of fetching 

clear of the land, having nothing to guide us but the winet. 
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In the morning we sailed back again for th~ land, and had 

approached it almost within reach of the breakers without 

seeing it, when we put about again. It had been my inten­

tion after we had got to sea, to run down the coast in the 

hope of finding some vessel, or to discover the mouth of 

some river, in order to obtain a supply of water. But npw 

the dangers and difficulties we should hav~ to encounter)n 

doing this, were taken into consideration. If we tried to 

navigate along the coast, it ,vas necessary to know our course, 

or we should be in imminent danger of being dashed to 

pieces on it every dark d~y, and every night. The thick 

foggy weather would prevent our seeing the land in the day 

time; whilst the wind, blowing almost direct . on the land, 

would force us towards it, and endanger the safety of both 

the boat and our lives at every tUfI). or point. We had no 

compass to guide us either by day or night; no instrument 

by which to find our latitude; no rudder to steer our crazy 

boat with, nor were we in possession of materials wherewith 

it was possible to make one; the boat had no keel to steady 

her, nor was there a steering place in her stern, where an oar 

could be fixed by any other means than by lashing tp the 

stern ring, which afforded a very unsteady hold. On the 

one hand, we reflected that if we escaped the da~ger of 

being driven on shore or foundering at sea, and should suc­

ceed in reacrong the cultivated country south of the Desert, 

we should have to encounter the ferocious inhabitants, who 
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,,'ould not fail, in the hope of plunder, to massacre, or 

doom us to slavery, a slow but painful death. On the other 

hand, we reflected that we had escaped from savages who 

had already killed one of our shipmates, had gained the 

. open sea throu~h divine mercy, and could stand off to the 

westward without fear of being driven on shore. In this 

direction we might meet with some fri(mdly vessel to save 

us, which was our only hope in that way, and the worst that 

could happen to us was to sink all together in the sea, Or 

gradually perish through want of sustenance. 

Having considered, and represented to my companions 

the dangers that beset us on every side, I asked their opi­

nions one by one, and found they were unanimously in, 

fayour of committing themselves to the open sea in prefer­

ence to keeping along the coast. The dangers appeared to 

be fewer, and all agreed that it was better to perish on th~ 

ocean, if it was God's will, than by the hands of the natives. 

There being a strong breeze, we stood off by the wind 'and 

rigged our jib. We now agreed to put ourselves upon. 

allowance of one bottle of water and half a bottle of wine 

among eleven of us, and a scrap of pork and two soaked 

and salted figs for each man. During this day, which was 

the 30th August, 1815, we fitted waist cloths to go round 

above the gunwale of the boat, to prevent the sea from 

dashing over; they were from eight to ten inches broad" 

made from the brig's fore-staysail, and were kept up by-

H 



50 ltILEY'S SHIPWRECK, AND 

small pieces of a board which we found in the boat, so 

that they helped in some ineasme to keep off the spray. It 

had been cloudy all day, and the boat leaked faster than 

she had done before. As night came on, the wind ble\\r 

hard and raised the" sea very high, but the boat was kept 

near the wind by her sails, and drifted broadside before it, 

smoothing the sea to the windward, and did not ship a great 

deal of water. Ou the 31st it became more moderate, but 

the weather was very thick and hazy. OUf pig being nearly 

dead for the want of water, we killed it, taking care how­

ever to save his blood; which we divided amongst us and 

drank, our tl'lirst having become almost insupportable. We 

also divided the pig's liver, intestines, &c. between us, and 

ate some of them, (as they were fresh,) to satisfy, in some 

degree, our thirst. Thus this day passed away; no vessel 

was yet seen to relieve us; we had determined to save our 

"rine for drink, which we accordingly did in some empty 

bottles, and found great relief from tIle use of it; for being 

obliged to labour hard by turns to keep the boat above 

water, our thirst was much more severely felt than if we 

had remained still. The night came on ver}' dark and 

lowering; the sky seemed big with an impending tempest; 

the wind blew hard from the N. E. and before midnight the 

sea combed into the boat in such quantities as several times 

to fill her more than half full. All hands were employed in 

throwing 011t the water with hats and -other" things, " each 
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believing his final hour had at length arrived, and expecting 

that every approaching surge would bury him for ever in a 

watery grave. 

The boat racked like an old basket, letting in water at 

every seam and split; her timbers working out or breaking 

off; the nails I had put in while last on shore were kept 

f~om entirely drawing out, merely by the pressure of the 

water acting on the outside of the boat. Sharp flashes of 

lightning caused by heat and vapour shot across the gloom t 

rendering the scene doubly horrid. In this situation some 

of the men thought it was no longer of use to try to keep 

the boat afloat, as they said she must soon fill in spite of 

all their exertions. Having poured out our souls before our 

God and implored pardon for our transgressions, each one 

felt perfectly resigned to his fate: this was a trying moment, 

and my example and advice could scarcely induce them to 

continue bailing; whilst some of them, by thrusting their 

heads into the water, endeavoured to ascertain 'what the 

pains of death were by feeling the effects the water would, 

produce on their organs. Thus passed this night: all my 

exertions were necessary to encourage the men to assist me 

in bailing the boat, by reminding them of our miraculous 

escape from the savages, and through the surf to the open 

sea, and enforcing on their minds the consideration that w~ 

were still in the hands of the same disposing Power, and that 

we ought not to suppose we were aided in escaping from 

H~ 
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the shore by a miracle to be abandoned here and swallowed 

up by the ocean; and that for my own parI. I still enter­

tained hopes of our preservation; at any rate that it was a 

duty we owed to God and ourselves to stlive to the latest 

breath to prevent our own destruction. Day came on 

amidst these accumulated horrors; it was the 1st Septem­

ber; thirst pressed upon us, which we could only allay by ' 

wetting our mouths twice a day" with a few drops of wine 

and water, and as many times with our urine. 

The wind continued to blow hard all this day, and the 

succeeding night with great violence, and the boat to work 

and leak in the same manner as before. Worn down with 

fatigue and long-coNtinued hunger and thirst, scorched by 

the burning rays of the sun, and no vessel aJppearing to save 

us" our water fast diminishing, as well as our strength, every 

hope of succour by meeting with a vessel entirely failed me, 

so that in the afternoon of the 2d September, I repre­

sented to my companions, that as we were still alive, after 

enduring so many trials, it was my advice to put about, and 

make towards the coast again; that if we continued at sea, 

we must inevitably perish, and that we could but perish in ' 

returning towards the land; that we might still exist four or 

five days longer, by means of the water and provisions that 

remained, and that it might be the will of Providence to 

send us on the coast where our vessel had been wrecked, 

-and' whe~e means were perhaps prepared to bring about our 
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deliverance and restoration to our country and our families. 

All seemed convinced that it was so, and we immediately 

put about with a kind of cheerfulness I had not observed in 

any countenance since our first disaster. 

From this time all submitted to their fate with tolerable 

patience, and kept the boat free, though we had continual 

bad weather, without murmuring. vVe wetted our lips with 

wine and water twice every day, and 'ate the bones and 

some of the raw flesh of our pig, with its skin ; but at length 

we become so faint as to be unable to' take our turns im, 

bailing, whilst the boat la.boured so much as to work off 

nearly all the nails that kept the planks to her timbers 

above water. 

By the 6th September, at night, we had not made the 

land, and could not hope to make the boat hold together in 

any manner above another day. I expected we_ should 

have found the land that day, but was disappointed, and 

some of the people began again to despair. , Impelled by 

thirst, they forgot what they owed to their shipmates, and 

in the night got at, and drank off one of the n\fO bottles of 

wine we had remaining. When I mentioned the ' loss of the 

wine on the morning of the 7th, all denied having taken or 

d:rank it, adding that it was an unpardonable crime, and 

that those who did it ought to be thrown overboard in­

stantly. From the heat observable in their conversation, I 

guessed the offenders, but the wine was gone, and no remedy 
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remained but patience, and a stricter vigilance for the 

future. 
In a short time we discovered land at a great distance 

ahead, and to leeward. This gave all hands new spirits; 

hope again revived; the land appeared perfectli smooth in 

the distant horizon; not the smallest rising or hill was to be 

seen, and I concluded we must be near a desert coast, where 

our sufferings would find no relief, but in death. We con­

lliilUed to approach the land, driving along to the southward 

by a swift current, roaring like a strong tide in a narrow 

rocky passage, until near sunset. 

The coast now appeared to be formed of perpendicular 

and overhanging cliffs, rising to a great height, with no 

shelving shore to land on, or way by which we might mount · 

to. the top of the precipices. My opinion was, that we 

should endeavour to keep .to sea this night also, and steer 

along down the ooast, until by the help of daylight, we 

might find a better place to land, and where we should Rot 

be in such danger of being overwhelmed by the surf; but 

in this I was opposed by the united voice of the ma.tes and 

aJi the people. . 

The surf was breaking high among the rocks, near the 

shore: we were now very near the land, and seeing a small 

spot that bore the appearance of a sand beach, we made 

for it, and approaching it with the help 0f our oars, we 

were carried on the top of a tremendous wave, so as to be 
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high and dry, when the surfretired, on a little piece of sand 

beach, just large enough for the boat to lie on. Without 

us, and in the track we came, numerous fragments of rocks 

showed their craggy heads, over which the surf foamed as 
it retired, with a dreadful roaring, which made us feel we 

had once more escaped instant destruction, by what ap~ 

peared a miraculous interference of Providence. 

·We got out of the boat, and carried up the little remains 

of our water and pork, among the rocks beyond the reach 

of the surf. The rem.ains of the pig had been previously 

conslID1ed; our boat was now stove in good earnest; over 

our heads pended huge masses of broken and shattered 

rocks, extending both ways as far as the eye could reach: 

our limbs had become stiff for the want of exercise; our 

flesh had wasted away for the want of sustenance, and 

through fatigue our tongues were so stiff in our parched 

mouths, that we could ·with great difficulty speak so as to be 

understood by each other, though we had finished our last 

bottle of wine between us, for fear of losing it, just before 

we ventured to the shore through the surf. 

Being thus placed on dry land, we had yet to discover 

how we were to reach the surface above us-so taking Mr. 

Savage with me, we clambered over the rocks to the west­

ward, (for the coast running here from E. N. E. to W. S. W. 

induced me to think we were near Cape Blanco, which 

indeed .afterwards proved to be the case,) but we searched 



56 RILEY'S SHIPWRECK, AND 

in vain; and as there appeared to be no access to th~. summit 

in that direction, we returned (it being then dark) to our 

shipmates, who had ,been busied in preparing a place on 

the sand, between rocks, to sleep on. ·W:e now wet our 

mouths with water, ate a smal:! slice of the fat of salt pork, 

;;Lnd after pouring out our souls before the universal Bene­

factor, in prayers and thanksgiving for his mercy and his 

long continued goodness, (as had constantly been our 

custom,) we lay down to rest, and notwithstanding our 

dreadful situation, slept soundly tiU daylight. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Suffer'ings of tlte Crew, and manner of climbing over the r'ocles 

along the sea-shore, under' high cliffs-reaching the surface 

of the Deser't--1neeting with a company of wandering Ar'abs, 

by whom they are seized as slaves, and stripped naked. 

ON the morning of September the 8th, as soon as it was 

light, being much refreshed by our undistUTbed sleep, 'we 

agreed to leave all we had that was cumbrous or heavy, and 

try to make our way to the eastward, in hopes of finding a 

place, whilst we had yet strength remaining, to dig for water, 

or to get to the surfac~ of the land above us, where we hoped 

to find some herbage or vegetable juice to allay, in some 

degree, our burning thirst, which was now rendered more 

grievous than ever, by our eating a few muscles that were 

found on the rocks, and extremely salt. Having agreed to 

keep together, and to render each other mutual assistance, 

we divided amongst us the little .water we had, everyone 

receiving his share in a bottle, in order to preserve it as long 

as possible : then taking a small piece or two of pork; which 

. we slung on OUT backs, either in a spare shilt or ' a piece of 

canvass, leaving all our' clothes but those we ' had 'on, and 

I 
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om jackets, we bent our way towards the east. I had, 

before starting, buried the bag of dollars, and induced each 

man to throwaway everyone he had about him, as I was 

convinced that money hfld been the cause of our former ill­

treatment, by tempting the natives to practise treacherous 

,and cl'uel means, iN order to extort it from us. 

'We proceeded now, as well as .we were able, along close to 

the water s~de. The land was either nearly perpendicular, or 

jutting over our heads, rising to the height of from five to six 

hundred feet, and we were forced to climb over masses of 

isharp and oraggy rocks, from two to three llundred feet in 

~height, then to descend again by letting oUFselves down from 

rock to rock, lmt;il we reached the water's edge; now waiting 

fOJ a surf to retire, while we rushed one by ·one pasta steep 

point up to our necks in the water, to the rocks more favoUI­

able on ;t!he other side, where by clingilUg fast hold, we kept 

,·oursehes from being washed away by the next surf, lilltil, 

,'W~tlh each other's assistanoe, we clambered up beyond the 

'reach ·of the greedy billows. The beating of t;he ocean, and 

'the force of the cuuents against ,thls coast, had undermined 

the pl'Ccipices iml suoh a manner, that vast masses of rocks, 

- gravel, and sand, had gi'Ven way, alild tumbled to the shore. 

Rocks falling on Focks had formed claasn~s, through which 

we were forced ,to (pass at times, for a long distance, and 

surmountin,g one ·ob&tacle, seemed only to open to our vielV 

,another, amI a , m@re dangerous @ne. At one place, we wel:e 
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obliged to climb along on a narrow ledge of rocks , bct,rcen 

fOlty and fifty feet high, and not Illore than ejght inches' 

broad ; those at our backs were pc'rpelldiclllar, and a li ttle 

higher up, huge pieces that had been broken off from Hear 

the surface, and stopped on their way down by other fh1.g­

ments, seemed to totter, as if on a pivot, directly over OUI: 

heads; while the least slip must have plunged us into the 

frightful abyss below, where tlle foaming smges would in­

stantly have dashed us to pieces again t tlle rocks. Our 

shoes were nearly all worn off; our feet were lacerated and 

bleeding; the rays of the sun beating on our emaciated 

bodies, heated them, we thought, nearly to dissolution; and 

under these towering cli ffs, there was not a breath of air to 

fan our almost boiling blood. I had, in crawling through 

one of the holes between t11e rocks, broken my bottle, and 

spilled the little water it contained, .and my tongue clea"ing 

to the roof of my mouth, was as useless as a dry sti.cl}, llIntitl 

I was enabled to loosen it by a few drops of my more tham 

a dozen tinIes distilled urine. 

Thus passed this may with us, anJLwbe,p. night came 0)1, 

it brought with it Il€;W distresses. We had advanced along 

the coast not more than .about four miles, this day, with all 

the exertion we were eapable of, wi1ilwut fililciing any change 

for the better in our local sitllatiolil, whilst ow strength waS 

continually dinllnishing, aBd no circumst::tllce occurred to 

revive our hopes. We bad seen this day, how{}ver, on th,e 

I .2 
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broken rocks, several locusts, which we took to be grass­

hoppers, and concluded, if we could once reach the surface, 

we should find herbage, at least, ,to feed on. These locusts 

were dead, and crumbled to dust on the slightest touch,. 

We found now a good place in the sand, about one hun­

dred-feet fFom the sea, under a high cliff, to sleep on; here 

we greased our mouths by eating a small piece of salt pork, 

and wet them as usual with a sip of urine. All hands, except 

myself, had a little fresh water left.; my comrades knew I 

had not one drop, and two of them offered to let me taste of 

theirs, with which I just moistened my to~gue, and after 

sending up our prayers to heaven for mercy. and relief in 

our. forlorn and desolate condition, we laid ourselves down 

to sleep. 

I had, on setting out from home, received Horace Savage 

under my particular charge, from his widowed mother: his 

father, when living, having beeF!. my intimate friend, I pro­

mised her to take care of him, as if he was my own son, and 

tIus promise I had endeavoured to fulfil. He .was now in 

deep distress, and I determined 'within myself that I would 

adopt him as my son, for his mother was .poor; that I would 

.watch over his ripening years, in case we both lived, and if 

fortune should favour me in future, that he should. share it 

in common with my childFen. I now took him irr my arms, 

and we all slept soundly till morning, though the change 

was so great in the night, from extreme heat to a damp cold 
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air, that we awoke in the morning (September 9th) with 

benumbed and trembling limbs. Sleep, however, had 

refreshed us, and though our feet were torn, and our frames 

nearly exhausted, yet we chased away despair, and set 

forward on om' journey, 

We soon discovered, at no great distance ahead, a sand 

beach that appea.red large, and from which the shore upward 

seemed more sloping, as if opening a way to the surface 

above it; we also thought we should be able" ~n case we 

could reach the beach, to get water that would be drinkable, 

by digging in the sand, down to a level with the water in 

the sea, and letting it filter into the hole : this I had done on 

the little keys of the Bahama bank, with success" and expected 

it would be the same here ;- so we made our way slowly 

along, as we had done the day before, until we got within a 

sho.rt distance of this beach, where we met with a promontory 

of rocks, which rose in height even with the surface above 

us; jutting far into the sea, whose waves had worn .in under 

its base to. the distance of fif1.y or one hundred feet, and now 

dashed in a wild and frightful manner against the projecting 

points, which its washings for ages had formed underneath. 

To climb over this formidable obstruction, was ' impossible ·; 

to get around it through the water appeared. equally so, as 

there was not sufficient time, by the greatest exertion, to pass 

before the return of the surf, which would inevitably hurl 

'. 
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the advenwrer into the cavities tmder the cliff, among tho 

sharp l:ocks, where he must immediately perish. 

Thus far we had all got safe.: to advance by what appeared 

to be the only possible way, seemed like seeking instant 

death; to remain in our present situation, was merely to die 

a lingering one, and to retUl:n, was still worse, by increasing 

our pains, without leading to any chance of relief. Before 

us was a prospect of getting water, and arriving at the sum= 

mit of the land, if we could only get round the prom011tory 

alive; and fortunately, at this moment, we observed a rock 

ab01at half-way across this point, that had tumbled down 

from ~bov:e, and had been washed futl of holes.; it was 

()oven~d by every surf, aNd its lop left bare as the waye 

receded. I imagined I c0cld reach it before the wave came 

in; and after making known my intentions to my com­

panions, I followed the surf out, and laid hold of t11e rock 

just as the returning swell overwhelmed me. I clung to it 

for my life, the surf passing over me, and spending its fury 

among the crags: the instant it retired, I hurried on to the 

steep rocks beyond the point, where I again held on, while 

another surf swept over me, and then left me to clamber up 

as ql!lick as I was able on the fiat surface of the rock, beyond 

the reach of the waves; The tide was not yet entirely out, 

though I had j<tdlged it was; and as it cOlil!tinued to fall, my 

_people, following the same course, and embracing the .same 
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means, all got safe to the first rock, and from thence to the 

place where I lay prostrate to receive and assist them in 

getting up. Though our limbs and bodies were very much 

bruised in this severe encounter, yet we felt sOIllewhat en­

couraged, al1Q made for the sand beach as fast as we were 

able. We soon reached it, and began digging in the sand 

for water, at different distances from the sea, bl!lt found it to 

be as salt as the ocean. 

After digging .several holes farther off, and meeting with 

dry rock instead .of water, I pitched upon a spot for our last 

effort, and while the others were digging, I told them I wo1.!lld 

go and see if I could get lip the bamk, and if I succeeded 

that I would retUfl1 in a sh.ort time with the news: the bamk 

here rose abruptly, leaving, however~ in sOIlleJplaces, sufficient 

slope for a man to ascend it by climbing. Through one of 

these slopes I made my way up, in the hope of fuding sonle 

green thing that might help to allay 0<l>1lr bmnmg thirst, alild 

some tree to shelter us fi:om the scorching blaze of the sun': 

but what was my smprize when I came to the 'spot so long 

desired, and fOlmd it to be a ba,rren. plailil, extending as far 

as the eye could reach each way, wj,thout a tnee, shrub, or 

spear of grass, that might give the smallest relief ,to expiring 

nature! I had exerted myself to the utmost to get there; the 

dreary sight was more than I could bear; my spirits faintecl 

within me, and I fell to the ealth, deprived of every sensation. 

When I recovered, it was some time before I could ,recoIl edt 
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whOI'G J waH : Illy illtol(}l'ablc thirst how VGr at length con­

vilH:ed mc, alld r was enabled to adminiHtcl' the same 

wl'ol.(;iJcd and di ~gIlHt,ing I' 'Ii f to which I had so frequently 

hu/()I'o becn COlli poll od 'to rC~O l't. 

]) 'HI,)ail' 1IOW Hcil'.ed on me, and I f'(}so lveci to east myself 

into Lho HCII. ~1.H KOflll as I could I'e<teh it, and put an end to 

Illy lif(, l1l1ei llli Hc l'i( \H I.ogeth 1'. But when J the next moment 

rdlectod L1mt I had J 'ft tell of' Illy feiJow creatures on . the 

Hhore, who looked up to IIl C for a.n cX<l lJIp ln of courage and 

fort.itude, .wd f()1' whom I still kJt mysel f bound to GO ntillue 

my 0 'el'tion~, wbidl Jllight yet be bl S~ d with success, and 

thaL n,t the IHomellt wil 11 1 suppo~ed the hand of relief far 

frOIll )I[(), ih JIli ht be very ncar ; find when I next thought of 

)TlY w i f<'~ (Lllci ('.hi ldrell , 1 Je ll: a kind of conviction within me, 

Ih OoL we shol1 1d not nil perish a f'Ll' r such ~ ign al deliverances. 

I Li mn made i'or the ISea side about !lJ mi Ie <.'<l$twarcl of In y 

l1lCn, and finding Il. good place b(}twCCll ~() IllC rocks, 1 baLhed 

tnYHclf' f'o r haH' all hour in tile ~Clt watcr, whi ch refr shed and 

rcv ived 1l1e vcry much, a.nd thcll returncd to my Illon with a 

hca rt lightcr Liloll I expected. T WH~ very much fat.) ued, 

llnd threw J1ly~d i' dowll on the sand . 'I'b y huddled around 

nlc, to kll ow wha.t H\leeC~S 1 had l11Ct with; but to wave the 

subject of Jlly tind diseovcry, I to ld ·thcm we could 0'0 llJong 

the bench for two miles before lllceting again with the per­

pendicular c l i(l ~, and wou ld rind g reat relief by ha.Lhing our 

bodies ill IJ lO ~1l.Jt W(l,ter; inquil'iJlg, at the snJl1e wme, if thoy 
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had found any fi'esh in the last place they had been dig­

gmg. I thus diverted their minds, in some measure, from 

the object they wished to inquire after; and as I found they 

had dug down six or eight feet, and had found no ,water, 

having come to a rock which frustrated all their attempts ; 

wjth heavy healis and tottering limbs we staggered along 

the shore together. 

It was about mid-day when we got to the end of the sand 

beach; my people thought it would be impossible for them 

to climb the craggy steep; so with common consent we 

laid ourselves down under the shade formed by a shelving 

rock, to rest, and to screen ourselves from the rays of the 

sun, which had heated the air to such a degree, that it was 

with the greatest difficulty we could fetch our breath. There 

was no wind or air stirring at this time, except the hot 

steam rising from the sandy beach, which had been wet by 

the sea at the last tide. 

Having lain down in our exhausted state, neither thirst 

nor our reflections had power to keep our eyes Gpen; we 

sunk into a lethargic sleep, which continued about two 

hours, during which time a light breeze from the sea had 

set in, and gently fanned and refreshed our debilitated 

bodies. We then ascended the steep bank, crawling fre-

. quently on OUI hands and knees. Though I had previously 

prepared all their minds for a barren prospect, yet the sight 

of it, when they reached its level, had such an effect on their 

K 
" 
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senses, that they sunk to the earth involuntarily; and ·as 

they surveyed the dry and dreary waste, stretching out to 

an immeasurable extent before thern, th.ey exclaimed, " 'Tis 

enough; here we must breathe our last! we have no hope 

before us of findiLlgeither watei· or provisions, or human 

beings, or even wild beasts: nothing can live here." The 

little moisture yet left in us oV,erflowed at 0111' eyes, but as 

the salt tears rolled down our woe-worn and haggard 

oheeks, we were fain to eatclQ them with our fingers and 

carry thern to our liIlOUths, that they might not be lost, and 

senre to moisten our tongues, that were now nearly as dry 

as parched leather, aHd so stiff, that with difficulty we eQuId 

articulate a sentenoe so as to be Ul'lderstood by each other. 

I began HOW to exhort and press them to go forward; 

telling them that we still might find relief, and in this effort I 

was assisted by Hogan, who thought w1th me that it was time 

enough to lie down and die, when we could not walk. Mr. 

"Villiams and Mr. Savage were also willing, and we moved 

on slowlY, with scm:celya hope however of meeting with 

the least reHef. INc continued along on the edge of the 

cliffs, which could not be less than from five to six hundred 

. feet in perpendiculm- height: the surface of the ground was 

baked down almost as hard as flint; it \vas composed of 

small ragged stonf;s, · gravel, and reddislQ earth. IN e ob­

served a small ~ry stalk of a plaNt, resembling ~hat ofa 

parsnip, though very low; and some dry remains oLlocusts 
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were also scattered on the surface as we proceeded. Near 

night we saw some small holes dug on the surfacc, and on 

examination found they had been made in order to get at 

the root of the dry weed we had just before seen: this we 

conceived ha~ been done by some wild beasts; but finding 

no tracks of any kind near them, nor on the dirt dug up, I 

concluded it was done by man, and declared my hopes to 

my desponding companions of soon meeting with human 

beings. 

We procured, after great labour in digging with sticks we 

had brought from the boat, and the help of stones, a few 

small pieces of a root as large as a man's finger; it was very 

dry, but in taste resembled smell age or celery. vVe could 

not get enough to be of any material service to us, owing to 

the scarcity of the plant, and the hardness of the ground; 

but about sunset we discovered, on a small spot of sand', the 

imperfect track of a camel, and thought we saw ' that of a 

man, which we took to be a very old track. 

Believing frOID our present feelings that we could not 

possibly survive a day longer without drink, and no signs of 

finding any appearing, the last ray of hope faded away, and 

the gloom of despair, which had at length' settled on our 

hearts, now became visible in every countenance. A little 

after sunset we saw at a considerable distance in advance, 

say three or four miles, another sand beach, and I urged 

myself forward towards it as fast as I could, in hopes of 

K2 
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getting some rest by sleeping on the sand for the night, as 

the ground we were now on was as hard as a rock, and 

covered with small sharp stones. I was encouraging the 

men to follow on, when Clark, being neal: me, begged me 

to look towards the beach, saying, " I think I see a light !" 

it was the light of a fire! 

Joy thrilled through my veins like the electlic spark; 

hope again revived within me, and while I showed it to my 

sinking and despairing crew, I found it communicated to 

them the same feelings. I told them we must approach the 

natives, who I could not doubt were encamped for the 

night, with the greatest caution, for fear of alanning them, 

and falling a sacrifice to their fury in the confusion we 

might occasion by our SUdden approach in the darl\:. New 

life and spirits were diffused into all the crew, and we soon 

reached a broken place in th.e bank, through which we 

descended carefully over the Qroken rocks from three to 

four hundred feet to a sandy spot near its base, where we 

laid ourselves down for the night, after imploring the pro­

tection of Almighty G.od, and wetting our mouths with a 

few drops of water still remaining in the bottles. 

Tbe sand on which we lay was heated by the sun's rays 

sufficiently to have roasted eggs, and as we were on the side 

of a sand hill, we scraped off the top of it for a foot or two 

deep; when finding the heat. more supportable,. and the 

cool breeze of the night setting in, all hands being exces-
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sively fatigued, soon forgot their sufferings in the arms of 

sleep, excepting myself; for my mind had become so 

excited by alternate hopes, and fears, and reflections, that 1 

was kept awake through the whole of this long and dismal 

night. 1 had determined, as soon as daylight appeared, to 

show ourseh;es to the natives, and submit either to death or 

life from their hands. 1 had no doubt of their being Arabs, 

who would take and hold us as slaves, and th~ugh 1 did not 

expect myself to live but a short time in that condition, 

1 presumed some of my fellow sufferers might, and that it 

was a decree of Providence which had set this alternative 

before us. 

1 no longer felt any fear of death, for that would put a 

period to my long sufferings: my thirst had become so 

insupportable, that 1 could with difficulty breathe, and 

thought 1 would be willing to sell my life for one gill of 

fresh water. My distresses had been so excessive, and my 

cares and anxieties for my shipmates so ~reat, that all 

thoughts of my family had been driven almost entirely from 

my, mind. 1 could not sleep- why was 1 denied what all 

around me were enjoying !-1 shut my eyes, and prayed to 

be permitted to sleep, if only for one hour, but all in vain. 

1 imagined that the savages, who were near us, would not 

take our lives immediately, as it was contrary to the nature 

of man to slay his fellow-creatures, merely from a thirst for 

blood. 



70 lULEY'S SHIPWRECK, AND 

'iV e had now no arms to defend ourselves, nor any 

property to excite their jealousy, revenge, or avarice--we 

were as miserable as human beings could be, and I hoped 

we should excite pity, even in the breasts of savage Arabs. 

I could hardly yet think, that we were to fa.ll a sacrifice to 

these people, after the providential escapes we had already 

experienced,: next the remembrance of my wife and children 

flitted across my mind, and I was forced to acknowledge, 

that however bad their situation might be, their real distress 

could in no wise equal mine, and that I had no right to 

repine at the dispensations of Providence, since every mortal 

~ has his circle wisely marked out by heaven; and nothing 

but blindness to the future occasions us to complain of the 

ways of our Creator. If it was the will of the Supreme 

Being that I should again &ee and embrace my beloved 

family, it would ' certainly take place; if not, that Power 

who ordered all thing~ for the general good would not 

forsake them. 

Thus passed away the night, which had seemed to me an 

endless one. I was impatient to know my fate, and chid 

the slowness of the sun: my great anxiety and wakefulness 

rendered my thirst doubly painful, and having expended all 

the urine I had so carefully saved, I had recourse before 

morning to robbery, and actually stole a sip of the cook's 

water, which he had made and saved in a bottle; but the 

only ~.aste it had for me, was a salt one, and it seemed (if 
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possible) to increase my burning thirst. The day at last 

arri ved that was to decide our fate. It was the 10th Sep­

tember. I awakened my companions, and told them we 

must now go forward and show ourselves to the natives­

that I expected they would seize upon us as slaves, but had 

strong hopes that some of us would escape with our lives. 

I also mentioned to them the name of the A1JJerican Consul 

General at Tangier, and that if it ever was in their power, 

they must write. to him, inform him of the fate of our vessel 

and her crew: to write, if possible, to any Christian mer­

chant in :Mogadore, Gibraltar, or elsewhere, or to the Consul 

at Algiers, Tunis, or Tripoh, if they should hear those places 

mentioned, and exhorted all to snbmit to theil' fate like 

men, and be obedient, as policy required, to their future 

masters. I reminded them again of the former interposi­

tions of Providence in our favour, and said all I could to 

encourage and persuade them, that mildness and submission 

might save our lives-that resistance and stubbornness would 

certainly tend to make them more miserable while alive, 

and probably prompt the native~ to murder them out of 

resentment. 

All ag~'e.ed to go forward, and on n smg the little sand 

hills near us, we discovered a very large drove of eamels at 

about half a mil~"to ' the ~astward of us, with a large com­

pany of peopl~;·:j~ a l~i'lld~ of valley formed by a ridge ~f , 
sand liills on the north next to the sea, and by a high land 
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. to the south, risi.ng from five to six hundred feet in upright 

and overhaI)ging cliffs-through which a little farther on we 

saw a deep hollow that appeared· to have been formed by 

some convulsive shock of the earth, which had thus made a 

sort of passage, through which camels were enabled to pass 

up and down, but with great difficulty. The Arabs seemed 

busied in giving water to their camels ; they saw us, and in 

an instant one man and two women ran towards us with 

great speed. As they came forward, many others of them 

who saw us, also began to advance; so 'taking Mr. Williams 

and Mr. Savage with me, I went forward to · meet them, 

bowed myself to the ground before them, and with signs 

implored their compassion. 

The man was armed with a scimitar, which he held naked 

in his hand; he ran up to me as if to cut me to the earth: 

I bowed again in t'Oken of submission, and he began with­

out further ceremony to strip off my clothing, while the 

women were doing the same to Mr. ·Williams and Mr. 

Savage. Thirty or forty more were arriving-some running 

on foot, with muskets or naked scimitars in their hands; 

others riding on swift camels, came quickly up :-by the 

time they arrived, however, we were all stripped naked to 

the skin. Those Arabs near us threw up sand into the air, 

as the others approached; yelling loudly, which I now 

learned was a sign of hostility. The one who stripped me 

had also taken the cook, and had put all the clothing he 
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had stript from us into a blanket, which he had taken from 

off his own back for that purpose, leaving himself entirely 

naked. This bundle he laid on the negro's shoulders, 

making me tmderstand that myself and the blaek man 

belonged to him, and that we Inust not let the others take 

the clothes inthe bundle under pain of death. 

As soon as those on the camels were near, they made 

them lie down, and jumping off, ran to us with their sci~ 

mitars naked and ready for action; those on foot now 

joined thesc, and a great noise and scuffle ensued. Six or 

eight of them were about me, one hauling me one way and 

one another-poor Dick, the black man, partook of the 

l~auling, and each man seemed to insist most strenuously 

that we belonged of right to him. The one who · stript us, 

stuck to us as his lawful property, signifying, " you may 

have the others, these are mine." They cut at each other 

over my head, and on every side of me with their bright 

weapons, which fairly whizzed through the ?-ir within an 

inch of my naked body, and on every side of me, now 

hacking each other's arms apparently to the bone, then 

laying their ribs bare with gashes, while their heads, hands, 

and thighs, received a full share of cuts and wounds. The 

blood, streaming from every gash, ran down their bodies, 

colouring and heightening the natural hideousness of their 

appearance. I had expected to be cut to pieces in this 

dreadful affray, but was not injured. 

L 
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Those ,~ho were not actually engaged in combat, seized 

the occasion, and snatched away the clothing in Dick's 

bundle, so that when the fight was over, he had nothing 

left but his master's blanket. This battle and contest lasted 

for nearly an hour-brother cutting brother, friend slashing 

friend. Happily for them, their scimitars were not very 

sharp, so that when they rubbed off the dried blood from 

tllCir bodies afterwards with sand, their wounds were not so 

great or deep as I expected they would be, and they did 

, not pay 'lhe least a,pparent attention to them. I had no 

time Lo sec what they wcre doing with my shipmates; only 

myself' and the cook were near each other. 

'1'he battlc over, I saw my distressed companions divided 

among the Arabs, and all going towards the drove of 

camels, though they were at some distance from me. We 

too were delivered into the hands of two old women, who 

urged us on with sticks towards the camels. Naked and 

barefoot I eoulU Ilot go vcry fast, and showed the women 

my mouth, which was parche4 white as frost, and without 

a sign of moisture. When we got ncar the well, one of the 

women called for another, who came to us with a wooden 

bowl, that held, I should guess, about a gallon of water, 

and selting it on the ground, made myself and Dick kneel 

down , a.nd put our heads into it like camcIs. I drank I 

suppose half a gallon, though I had been very particular in 

'cautioning Lhe men against drinking too much at a. time, il,l 
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case they ever came to water, I now experienced how 

much easier it was to preach than to practise aright. They 

then 'led us to the well, the water of which was nearly as 

black and disgusting as stale bilge water. A large bowl 

was now filled with it~ and a little sow' camel's milk poured 

from a goat skin into it; this tasted to me delicious, and we 

all drank of it till our stomachs were literally filled. But 

this intemperance very soon ]JJ.·oduced a violent diarrhrea; 

the consequences of which, however, were not very trouble­

some, and as , our situation was similar to that of a 'beast, 

being totally divested of clothing" all we cared about was to 

slake our unabating thirst, and replenish our stomachs by 

repeated draughts of this washy and un wholesOllle swill. 

We now begged for something to eat, but these Arabs 

had nothing for themselves, and seemed very sorry it was 

not in their power to give us somc food. There were at 

and about the well I should reckon about one hundred per­

sons, men, women, and children, and from four to five 

hundred camels, large and small. The sun beat very 

fiercely upon us, and om skins seemed actually to frj like 

meat before the fire. These people continued to draw water 

for their camels, of which the animals drank enormous 

quantities. It was about 10 o'clock A.M. as I judged by 

the sun, when one company of the Arabs having finished 

watering, separated their camels from among the others, 

took Mr. 'Williams, Robbins, Porter, Hogan, Banett, and 

L2 
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Bums, mounted them on the bare backs of the camels 

behind the hump, by the hair of which they were obliged to 

steady themselves and hold on, without knowing whither 

they were going, or if I should ever see them again. I took 

an affectionate leave of them. This their Arab masters 

permitted me to do without interruption, and could not help 

showing, at this scene, that the feelings of humanity were 

not totally extinguished in their bosoms. They then hurried 

them off and ascending through the hollow or crevice 

towards the face of the Desert, they were all soon out of 

sight. 

There remained with the party to which I belonged, Mr. 

Savage, Clark, Horace, and Dick the cook. :Mr. Savage 

was permitted to reta,in an old Guernsey frock, and part of 

a pair of trowsers about his middle, which they had not 

pulled off: but the rest of us were entirely stripped. MI'. 

Savage, Clark, and Horace were forced to assist in drawing 

water for the camels, until all had drunk their fill: then 

'having filled with water a considerable number of goat skins, 

which had been stripped off these animals over the neck, 

leaving them, otherwise, as whole as when on their backs, 

they slung them by the skin of their legs on each side of 

the camels, after tying up the neck to prevent the water 

escaping, by means of a small rope which they fastened to 

the fore legs of the skin to keep it up. They next put on 

their baskets for the women and ' children to ride in; these 
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were made of carneYs skin, and fixed in such a mariner ,vith 

a wooden rim around them, over which the skin was sewed', 

that three or four could sit in them with perfect safety and 

ease, only taking care to preserve their balance. These 

'baskets were fastened under the camels' bellies ,vith a str.ong 

rope. I was obliged to assist in putting them on, and was in 

hopes of being permitted to ride in one of them, but thrut 

was not the intention of my master. I, as weH as , those 

who were with me, had drunk a great deal of water, while 

we were at the well, which had passecL off, as before ob.sel'Ved, 

without doing us any injury. We had been furnished also . 

with a little milk in our water two or three times, which gave 

some relief to our hunger. The men had saddles just large 

enough for their seat: the pads are made of fiat pieces of 

wood: a piece of the same rises in front, being about the 

length, breadth, and thickness of a man's hand; an iron 

rim, or a strong wooden one, goes round on each side, 

fornilng a circle; covered with a piece of skin stretched and 

sewed taut over it. The sad cUe is then placed on the 

camel's back before the hump, and fastened tight by a rope 

under his belly. Thus prepared, we began, to mount the 

sand hills and to get up through the gulley. We were 

forced to walk and to drive the camels and keep them 

together, whilst the sand was so soft and yielding, that we 

sunk into it every step nearly to our knees. The blazing 

heat of the sun's rays dalting on our naked bodies, and 

: 
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reflected from the sand we waded through; the sharp 

p,ointed craggy rocks and stones that cut our feet and legs 

to the bone, in addition to our excessive weakness which 

the dysentery had increased, rendered our pllssage !IP 

,through this chasm or hollow much more severe than any 

thing of the kind we had before undergone, and l).Cfl.rly de.­

prived us of life. For my own part I thought I must have 

died. before I could reach the summit, and was obIiged to 

stop in the sand, until by an application of a stick to my 

sore back by our drivers, I was forced up to its level; and 

there they made the camels lie down and rest. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The author and his crew are can'ied on camels into the interior 

of the Dese1·t of Zahahrah~the Arabs hold a council-the 

crew are sold and distributed-the author's remarkable 

dream-the sTein and flesh are literally roasted off from his 

bod!). and from the bones of his companions-their dreadful 

suffe1'ings while naked and wandering about the Desert with 

their masters, subsisting only on a little camel's mille-two 

Arab traders a1'1'ivfJ. 

THE Arabs had been much amused in observing ' our 

difficulty in ascending the height, and kept 'up a laugh 

while they were whipping us forward. Their women and 

children were on foot as well as themselves; and went up 

without the smallest difficulty or inconvenience, though it 

was extremely hard for the camels to mount; and before 

they got to the top they were covered with sweat and fi·oth. 

Having now selected five camels for the purpose, one for 

each of us, they put us on behind the humps, to which we 

were obliged to cling by 'grasping its long hair with both 

hands. The back bone of the one I was set on was only 

covered with skin, and as sharp as the edge of an oar's 

---~------~--~------------~~-----" 
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blade; his belly, distended with water, made him perfectly 

smooth, leaving no projection of the hips to keep me from 

sliding off behind, and his back or rump being as steep as 

the roof of a house, and so broad across as to keep my legs 

extended to their utmost stretch. I was in this manner 

slipping down to his tail every moment. I was forced 

however to keep on, while the camel, rendered extremely 

restive at the sight of his strange rider, was all the time 

~nning about among the drove, and making a most woeful 

bellowing, and as they have neither bridle, halter, or any 

othl;r thing whereby to guide or govern them, all I ·had to 

do was to stick on as well as I could. 
' .. 

The Arabs, both men and women, were very a~xious to 

know where we had been thrown on shore, whether to the 

eastward or westward; and being satisfied by me on that 

point, as soon as they had placed us on the cai11els, and 

given the women directions how to steer,·they mounted each 

his camel, seated themselves on the small round saddle, and 

then crossing their legs on the anim~rs shoulders, set off to 

the westward at a great trot, leaving us under the care of 

.the women, some of whom were on foot, and urged the 

camels forward as fast as they could run. The heavy 

motions of the camel, not unlike that of a small vessel in 4t 

heavy head-beat sea, were so violent, aided by the sharp 

back bone, as soon to excoriate certain parts of my naked 

body; the inside of my thighs and legs were also dreadfully 
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chafed, so that the blood dripped from my heels, while the 

intense heat of the sun had scorched and blistered our 

bodies and the outside of our legs, so that we were covered 

with sores, and without any thing to administer relief. Thus 

bleeding an~ smarting under the most excruciating pain, 

we continued to advance in a S. E. direction on a plain flat 

hard surface of sand, gravel, and rock, covered with small 

sharp stones. It seemed as if our bones would be dislocated 

at every step. Hungry and thirsty, the night came on, and 

no indication of stopping; the cold night wind began to 

blow, chilling our blood, which ceased to tuckJe down our 

lacerated legs ; but although it saved our blood, yet acting 

on our blistered skins, it increased our pains beyond de­

scription. We begged to be permitted to get off, but the 

women paid no attention to our distress nor entreaties, intent 

only on getting forward. We designedly slipped off the 

camels when going at a fuU trot, risking to break our necks 

by the fall, and tried to excite their compassion and get a 

drink of water, (whic~. they call sherub,) but they paid no 

attention to our pray.ers, and kept the camels running fasteJ; 

than before. 

This was the ·first time I had attempted to walk bare­

footed since I was a schoolboy: we were obliged to keep 

up with the camels, running over the stones, which wen~ 

nearly as sharp as gun flints, and cutting our feet to the 

bone at every step. It was here that my fortitude arid 

lIi 
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philosophy failed to support me; I cursed my fate aloud 

and wished I had rushed into the sea before I gave myself 

up to these merciless beings in human forms-it was now 

too late. r would have put an immediate end to my 

existence, but had neither knife nor any other weapon with 

which to perform the deed. I searched for a stone, in~ 

tending if I could find a loose one sufficiently large, to 

knock out my own brains with it; but searched in vain. 

This paroxysm passed off in a minute or two, when reason 

returned, and I recollected that my life was in the hand of 

the Power that gave it, and that" the Judge of all the earth 

would do right." Then running with all my remaining 

might, I soon came up with the camels, regardless of my 

feet and of pain, and felt perfectly resigned and willing to 

submit to the will of Providence and the fate that awaited 

me. 

From that time forward, through all my succeeding trials 

and sufferings, I never once murmured in my heart, but at 

all times kept my spirits up, doing the utmost to obey and 

please those whom fortune, fate, or an overruling Providence 

had placed over me, and to persuade, both by precept and 

practice, my unhappy comrades t? do the same. I had, 

with my companions, oried aloud with pain, and begged 

our savage drivers for mercy, and when we had ceased to 

make a noise, fearing, as it were, to lose us in the dark, they 

stopped the camels, and again placing us ou them as before, 
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drove them on at full speed until about midnight, when we 

entered a small dell or valley, excavated by the hand of 

nature, a little below the surface of the deselt, about from 

fifteen to twenty feet deep. Here 1)hey stopped the camels, 

and . made ~hem lie down, bidding us to do the same. I 

judge we must have travelled forty miles this day to the 

S. E.: the place was hard and rocky, not even sand to lie 

on, nor any covering to shelter us or keep off the cold damp 

wind that blew strong from the sea. 

They soon set about milking, CiJnd then gave us each about 

a pint of pure milk, warm from the camels, taking great 

care to divide it for us; it warmed our stomachs, quenched 

our thirst in some measure, and allayed in a small degree 

the cravings of hunger. Mr. Savage had been separated 

from us, and I learned from him afterwards that he fared 

better than we did, having had a larger allowance of mill>;. 

Clark, Horace, and Dick the cook were still with me. We 

lay down on the ground as close to each other as we could, 

on the sharp stones, without any lee to fend off the wind 

from us; our bodies all over blistered and mangled, the 

stones piercing through the sore naked flesh to the ribs and 

other bones. These distresses, and our sad and desponding 

reflections, rendered this' one of the longest and most dismal 

nights ever passed by any human beings. We kept shifting 

births, striving to keep off some of the cold during the 

night, while sleep, that had hithelto relieved our distresses 

' 0 
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and fatigues, fled from us in spite of all our efforts and 

solicitude to embra-ce it; nor were we able to close our 

eyes. 

The morning of the lIth came on at last, and our indus­

trious mistresses, having milked a little from the camels, and 

allowed the young ones to suck, gave us about half a pint of 

milk among four of us, being just enough to wet our mouths, 

and then made us go forward on foot and drive the camels.. 

The situation of our feet was horrible beyond description, 

and the very recollection of it, even at this moment,_ makes 

my nerves thrill and quiver. We proceeded forward, having 

gained the level desert for a considerable time, when 

entering a small valley, we discovered three or four tents 

made of coarse cloth near which we were met b.y our masters 

and a number of men whom we had not before seen, all 

armed with either a double barrelled musket, a scimitar, or 

dagger. They were all of the same nation and tribe, for 

they shook hands at meeting, and seemed very friendly to 

each other, though they stopped and examined us, as if dis­

posed to question the right of property. 

It now appeared there was still som~ difficulty in deciding 

to whom each one of us belonged; for seizing hold of us, 

some dragged one way and some another,. disputing vei'y 

loudly and frequently drawing their weapons. It was how­

ever decided at last, after making us go diffenmt ways for 

the space of two or three hours with different men, that 
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myself and the cook should remain, for the present, in the 

hands of our first master. They gave Clark to another, and 

Horace to a third. We had come near a couple of tents, 

and were certainly disgusting objects, being naked and 

almost skinl~; this was some time about noon, when three 

women came out who had not before seen us, and havin,g 

satisfied their, curiosity by gazing at us, they expressed their 

disgust and contempt by spitting at us as we went along, 

making their faces still more horrid by every possible con­

tortion of their frightful features; this we afterwards found 

to be their constant practice wherevel; we went until after, we, 

got off the desert., 

Towards evening a great number of the men. having col­

lected in a little valley, we were made to, stop, and as our 

bodies were blistered and burnt to such a degree as to excite 

pity in the breasts of some' of the men, they used means to 

have a tent cleared out for us to sit under. They then 

allowed all those of our crew present to sit under it; but 

Porter and Burns had been separated from me shortly after 

our captU[e, and, as may well be supposed, we w.ere: glad 

to meet one another again, miserable' as we- all were. A 

council was now held by the nativ.es neal; ' the, tent;. they 

were about one hundred and fifty men" some v-ery: old,. some 

middle aged, and some quite young. I soon found they 

were Mohamedans, and the proper names by; which they 

frequently called each other were Mohamed,. Hamet, Seir}" 
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Sideullah, Abdallah, &c. so that by these and the female 

names, Fatima, Ezimah, Sarah. &c. I knew them to be Arabs 

or Moors. 

The council were deliberating alDout us; and having 

talked the matter over a long time, seated on the ground, 

with their legs crossed under them, in circles of from ten to 

twenty each, they afterwards arose and came to us. One 

of the old men then addressed me; he seemed to be very 

intelligent, and though he spoke a language which I was 

unacquainted with, yet he explained himself in such a plain 

and dis'tinct manner, sounding every letter full like the 

Spaniards, that with the help of signs I was able to under­

stand his meaning. He wanted to know what country we 

belonged to; I told him we were English; and as I per­

ceived the Spanish language was in sound ~ore like that 

which they spoke than any other I knew, I used the phrase 

Inglesis; this seemed to please him, and he said" 0 Fransah, 

o Spaniah;" meaning " or Frenchmen or Spaniards;" I 

repeated we were English. He next wanted to know which 

point of the horizon we came from, and I pointed to the 

North. 

They had seen our boat, which they called Zooerga, and 

wanted to know if we had come all the way in that boat: 

I told them no, and making a kind of coast, by heaping up 

sand, and forming the shape of a vessel, into which_I stu{;k 

sticks for masts and bowsprit, &c. I gave him to understand 
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that we had been in a large vessel, and wrecked on the 

coast by a strong wind; then by tearing down the mast and 

covering up the vessel's form with sand, I signified to him 

that she was tot:1,lly lost. Thirty or forty of the other Arabs 

were sitting around us, paying the strictest attention to every 

one of my words and gestures, and assisting the old man to 

comprehend me. He wished to know where we were going, 

and what cargo the vessel (which I now found they called 

Sfenah) had on board. I satisfied them in the best way I 

could, on this point, telling them that I had on board, 

among other things, dollars: they wanted to know how 

many, and gave me a bowl to imitate the measure of them; 

this I did by filling it with stones and emptying it three 

times. They were mnch surprized at the quantity, and 

seemed to be dissatisfied that they had not got a share of 

them. They then wanted to know which way the vessel 

lay from US, and if we had seen any of the natives, whom 

they called Moslemin. 

This I took to be what we call Mussulmen, or followers 

of the Mohamedan doctrine, and in this I was not mis­

taken. I then explained to them in what manner we had 

been treated by the inhabitants; that they had got all our 

clothing, except what we had on when they found us; all 

our money and provisions; massacred one of our number, 

and drove us out to sea. They told me that they heard of 

the shipwreck of a vessel a great way North, and of the 
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money, &c. but that the crew were drowned In the el M 

Bahar; this was so near the Spanish (La Mar) for the sea, 

that I could not misunderstand it. Thus having obtained 

what information they wanted on those points, they next 

desired to know if I knew any thing about }j!Ia1'oclc~h; this 

sounded something like Morocco: I answered yes: next of 

the Sooltaan, (the Sultan,) to which instead of saying Yes, I 

made signs of assent, for I found they did no more them­

selves, except by a cluck with the tongue. 

'I'hey wanted me to tell his name, Soo Mo07c, but I could 

not understand them until they mentioned Moolav Solimaan; 

this I remembered to be the name of the present emperor 

of Morocco, as pronounced in Spanish, nearly. I gave 

them to understand that I knew him; had seen him with 

my eyes, and that he was a friend to me and to my nation. 

They next made me point out the direction towards his 

dominions, and having satisfied them that I knew which 

way his dominions lay from us, I tried to intimate to them~ 

that if they would carry me there, I should be able to pay 

them for my ransom, and that of my crew. They shook 

their heads-it was a great distance, and nothing for camels 

to eat or d<rink on the way. My shipmates, who were with 

me, could not understand one syllable of what they said, or 

of their signs, and did not believe that I was able to com­

municate at all with th~m. Having finished their council. 

£tnd talked the matter over among themselves, they sepa-
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rated, and our masters, taking each his slave, made off, 

everyone his own way. Although from the conference I 

derived hopes of our getting ransomed, and imparted the 

same to my mates and crew, yet , they all seemed to 

think I was deluding them with false expectations; nor 

could I convince them of the contrary. We took another 

leave of each other, when we parted for the night, having 

travelled this · day, I should guess, about fifteen miles 

S. E. 

I had been so fully occupied since noon, that no thoughts 

of victuals or drink had occurred to my mind. We had 

none of us eat or drunk any thing this day, except about 

half a gill of milk each in the morning at daylight, and 

about half a pint of black beach water near the middle of; 

the day. I was delivered over to an Arab named Bickri, 

and went with him near his tent, where he made me lie. 

down on the ground like a camel. Near midnight he 

brought me a bowl containing about a quart of milk and 

water; its taste was delicious, and as my stomach had 

become contracted by long hunger and thirst, I considered 

it quite a plentiful draught. I had been shivering with cold 

for a long time, as I had no covering or skreen, and not 

even one of my shipmates to lie near me to keep one side 

warm at a time. I was so far exhausted by fatigues, 

privations, &c. that my misery could no longer keep me 

awake. I sank into a deep sleep, and dUling this sleep 

N 
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I was troubled in the first piace with the most frightful 

dreams. 

1 thought 1 was naked and a slave, and dreamed over the 

principal incidents which had already actually passed. 1 

then thought 1 was driven by A1·abs with red hot iron spear:s 

pointed at me on every side, through the most dreadful fire 

1 had ever imagined, for near a mile, naked and barefoot; 

the flames up to my eyes, scorched every part of my skin 

off, and wasted away my flesh by roasting, burning, and 

drying it off to the bones; my torments were inconceivable 

-I now thought 1 looked up towards heaven, and prayed 

to the Almighty to receive.my spirit, and end my sufferings; 

1 was still in the midst of the flames; a bright spot like an 

eye, with rays around it, appeared above me in the firma­

ment, with a point below it, reaching towards the N. E.-

1 thought if 1 went that way 1 should go right, and turned 

from the south to the N. E.; the fire soon subsided and 1 

went on, still urged by them about me, with their spears 

pricking me from time to time, over high sand hills and 

rocky steeps, my flesh dropping off in pieces as I went,­

then descending a deep valley, I thought I saw green trees 

-flowering shrubs in blossom-cows feediNg on green grass, 

with horses, sheep, and asses near me, and as I moved on, 

I discovered a brook of clear running water; my thirst 

being excessive, I dragged my mangled limbs to the IDrook, 

1:hrew myself down, and drank my fill of the most delicious 

water. When my thirst was quenched, I roiled in the brook 
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to cool my body, which seemed still consuming with heat; 

then thanked my God in my heart for his mercies. 

My masters in the mean time kept hurrying me on in the 

way pointed out by the All-seeing eye, which was still visible 

in the heavens above my head, through crooked, thorny, and 

narrow paths, over high mountains and deep valleys-past 

hosts of armed men on horseback and on foot, and walled 

cities~ until we met a tall young man dressed in the Euro­

pean and American manner, by the side of a brook, riding 

on a stately horse, who upon seeing me alighted, and rush­

ing forward, wild with joy, caught me in his arms, and 

pressed me to his breast, calling me by the endearing name 

of brother, in my own language-I thought I fainted in his 

arms from excess of joy, and when I revived, found )llyself 

in a neat room, with a table set in the best manner before 

me, covered with the choicest meats, fruits, and wines, and 

my deliverer pressing me to eat and drink; but finding me 

too much overcome to partake of this refreshment, he said, 

" Take courage, my dear friend, God has decreed that you 

shall again embrace your beloved wife and children." At 

this instant I was called by my master-I awoke, and found 

it was a dream. 

Being daylight, (Sept. 12th) he ordered me to drive for­

ward the camels; this I did for about an hour, but my feet 

were so much sw~lled, being lacerated by the cutting of the 

stones, which seemed as if they would penetrate to my heart 

N2 
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at every step-I could not help stooping and crouching 

down nearly to the ground. In this sitl!lation, my first 

master Harnet observed .me; he was going on the same 

course, S.E. riding on his camel; he came near my present 

master, and after talking with him a good while, he took off 

the blanket 'from his back and gave it to Eickri-then 

coming close to me, made signs for me to stop. He next 

made his camel lie down; taen fixing a pi'ece of skin over 

his back behind the saddle, and making its two ends fast to 

the girths to keep it from slipping off, he bade me mount on 

it, while he got on his saddle and steadied me with his hand 

until the camel rose. He then went on the same course as 

before, in compaIiy with three or four other men., well armed 

and mounted. The sun beat dreadfully h0t upon my bare 

head and body, WIld it appeared to me thauny head must 

soon split to pieces, 'as it was racking and cracking with 

excruciating pain. Though in this horrible distress, yet I 

still thought of my dream of the last nj,ga,t-" a drowning 

man will catch at a straw," says the proverb, and I can 

verily add, that the very faintest gleam of hope will keep 

alive the declining spirits of a man in the decpest distress 

and misery; for from the moment I began to ref.lect on what 

had passed ,through my mind when sleeping, }; felt convinced 

that though this was Bothing more than a dream, yet still 

remelnbering how narrowly and often I had escaped imme­

lliate apparent death, and believing it was through the 
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peculiar interposition of Divine Providence, I could not but 

believe that the All-seeing eye was watching over my steps, 

and would in due time conduct me by his uneITing wisdom, 

into paths that would lead to my deliYerance, and restora­

tion to my family. 

I was never superstitious, nor ever did I believe in dreams 

or visions, as they are termed, or even remembered them, 

so as to relate any I may have had; but this dream made 

such an impression on my mind, that it was not possible for 

me to remove it from my memory- being now as fresh as at 

the moment I awoke after dreaming it, and I must add that 

when I afterwards saw Mr. Willshil'e, I knew him to be the 

same man I had seen in my sleep. He had a particular 

mark on his chin-wore a ught coloured frock coat, had on 

a white hat, and rode the same horse. From that time 

I thought if I could once get to the empire of Morocco, I 

should be sure to find a friend to relieve me and my com­

panions, whose heart was already prepared for it by superior 

power. My mind was thus employed until we came to a 

little valley where half a dozen tents were pitched: as SOOB 

as we saw them, Hamet made his camel kneel down, ami 

me to dismount-he was met by several women and chil­

dren, who seemed very glad to see him, and I soon found 

that they were his relations. He beckoned me to come 

towards his tent, for he lived there apparently with his 

mother, and brothers and sisters, but the woman and girls 
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would not suffer me to approach them, driving me off with 

sticks, and throwing stones at me; but Hamet brought me 

a little sour mill>. and water in a bowl, which refreshed me 

considerably. 

It was about two o'clock in the day, and I was forced to 

remain broiling ~n the sun without either tree, shrub, or any 

other sllade to shield me from its scorching rays, until night, 

when Dick (the cook) carne in with the camels. Hamet 

had kept Dick Ii·om the b~ginning, and made him drive the 

camels, but allowed him to sleep in one corner of the tent, 

and gave him for the few first days as much milk as he 

could drink, once a day; and as he was a domestic slave, 

he managed to steal water, and sometimes sour milk when 

he was dry. 

In the evening of this day, I was joined by Hogan, and 

now found that he and myself had been pu~·chased by Hamet 

that day, and that Horace belonged to an ill-looking old 

man, whose tent was pitched in company. This old villain 

carne near me, and saluted me by the name of Rais, asking 

me the name of his boy; (Horace;) I told him it was Horace, 

which after repeating a few times, he learned so perfectly, 

that at every instant he was yelling out " Hoh Rais" for · 

something or other. Hamet was of a much lighter colour 

than the other Arabs we were with, and I thought he was 

less cruel, but in this respect I found I was mistaken, for he 

Jnade myself and Hogan lie 011 the ground in a place h~ 
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chose, where the stones were very thick and baked into the 

ground so tight that we could not pull them out with aur 

fingers, and we were forced to lie on their sharp points, 

though at a small distance, not more than fifty yards, was a 

spot of s:md. This I made him understand, (pointing at 

the same time to my skinless flesh,) but he signified to us 

that if we did not remain where he had ordered, we should 

get no milk when he milked the camels. I calculate we 

travelled this day about. thirty miles. 

Here then we staid, but not to sleep, until about the mid­

night hour, when Hamet came to us with our milk-It was 

pure and warm from the camels; and about a pint for each. 

The wind blew as is usual in the night, and on that part of 

the Desert the air was extremely cold and damp; bl!lt its 

moisture on our bodies was as salt as the ocean. Ha-iring 

received our share of milk, when all was still in the tent, we 

stole to the sandy place, where we got a little sleep during 

the remaining part of the night. Horace's master would not 

permit him to come near me, 'nor me to approach him, 

making u~e of a stick, as well to enforce his commands in 

this particular, as to teach us to understand him in other 

respects. 

At daylight (Sept. 13th) we were called on to proceed. 

The families struck their tents, and packed them on camels, 

together with all their stuff. They made us walk and keep 

up with the camels, though we were so stiff and sore all over 
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that we could scarcely' refrain from crying out at every step: 

such was our agony;-still pursuing our route to the S. E. 
In the course of the morning, I saw Mr. Williams; he was 

mounted ona camel, as we had all been the first day, and 

had been riding with the drove about three hours-I hobbled 

along towards him; his camel stopped; and I was enabled 

to take him by the hand-he was still entil·ely naked; his 

skin had Deen burned ofr; . his whole body wa s so excessively 

inflamed and swelled, as welLas his face, that r only knew 

him by his voice, which was very feeble. He told me he 

had been obliged to sleep naked in the open air every night; 

that his life was fast wasting away ami:dst the most dreadful 

torments; that he could not live one day more in such 

misery; that h~s mistress had taken pity on him, and anointed: 

his body that morning with butter or grease, but, said he; 

" I cannot live; should you ever get clear from this dreadful 

place, and be restored to your country, tell my dear wife 

thalt 'my last bveath was spent in prayers for her hwppiness:" 

he could say no more; tears 3JIild sobs choked his utterance. 

f His masteL· arrived at this time, and drove on his camel 

and r could only say to him, "God Almighty bless you," as 

I took a last look at him, and forgot, for a moment, while 

contemplating his extreme distress, my own rilisery. His 

camel was large, and moved forward with very · heavy 

m0tions: as he went ti·om me, I could see tlhe i~side of his 

legs and thighs-they hung in strings of t@rl1 ,arid chafed 
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flesh-the blood was trickling down the sides of the camel, 

and off his feet-" My God 1" I ci-ied, " suffer us not to liv<,< 

longer in such tortures." 

I had stopped about fifteen minutes, and my master's 

,camels had gained a great distance from me, so that I was 

obliged to run that I might come up with them. My mind 

.was so shocked with the distresses of Mr. Williams, that I 

thought it would be impious for me to complain, though: the 

sharp stones continued to enter my sore feet at every step. 

My master saw me, and stopped the drove for me to come 

up; when I got near him, he tl:u:.eatep.ed me, shaking his 

stick over my head, to let me know what I had to expect if 

I dared to commit another fault. He then rode oft~ ordering 

me and Hogan to drive the camels on as fast · as we could. 

About an hour afterwards he came near us, and beckoned 

to me to come to him, which I did. A tall old man 

nearly as black as a negro, one of the most ill-looking anq 

disgusting I had yet seen, soon joined my ma&ter, with two 

young men, whom I found afterwards were his .gons-they 

were also joined by a number more on camels, and well 

armed. 

After some time bartering about me, I was given to the 

old man, whose features showed every sign of the deepest 

rooted malignity in his disposition. And is this my master? 

thought I. Great God 1 defend me from his cruelty! He 

began to go on-he was on foot; so were his two sons; but 

o : 
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they walked faster than camels, and the old man kept 

snarling at me in the most surly manner, to make me keep 

up, I tried my very best, as I was extremely anxious to 

please him, if such a thing was possible, knowing the old 

adage of "the devil is good when he is pleased," was 

,correct, when applied to human beings; but I could not go 

fast ,enough foy him; so after he had growled and kept on a 

considerable time, finding I could not keep up with him, he 

came behind me and thrust me forward with hard blows 

repeatedly applied to my exposed back, with a stout stick 

he had in his hand, -Sn~nrti.ng and staggering under my 

wound, I made the greatest efforts to get on, but one of his 

still more inhuman sons (as I then thought him) gave me a 

double barrelled gun to carry, with his powder horn and 

other aCcol1trements: they felt very heavy, yet after I had 

taken them, the old man did not again strike me, but went 

on towards the place where he meant to pitch his tent, 

leaving me to fO]](i)W on as well as I could. 

The face of the desert now appeared as smooth as the 

surface of the ocean when unruffled by winds or tempests. 

Camels could be seen in every direction, as soon as they 

came above the horizon, so that there was no difficulty in 

kn(i)lWing which way' to g(i), and I tooK care to keep sight of 

my neW master's drove, until I reached the valley, in which 

he had pitched his tent. I was broiling under the sun and 

IiIlgging along, with my load, which weighed me down to 
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the earth, and should have lain down despairing, had l110t 

seen Mr. Williams in a still worse plight than myself. , 

Having come near the tent about four P.lY!. they took 

the load from me, and bade me lie down in the shade of the 

tent. I thenJ?egged for water, but coulGl get none. The 

time now came on for prayers, an,Gl after the old man and 

his sons .had performed this ceremQny very devoutly, they 

went away. I was in so much pain, I Qould scarcely contain 

myself, and my thirst was more painful thafl it had yet been. 

I tried to .so£ten the heans of the YV0m~h to get me a little 

water, but they only laughed al'ld spit at me; and to in9rease 

my distresses as much as they could, atoye we <¥w~y froll'! 

the shade of the tent, so that I was forceGl to remain in the 

scorching sun for the remainder of this long day. 

A little after sunset myoId and young masters returued ;. 

they were joined by all t~e men that w~re near, to the 

Humber of from twenty to thirty,_an.d .. went tlJ.Fough their 

religious ceremoillies in a very -solemn manner, ,in which the 

women and little children did not join them. S0011 after 

this was over, Clark came in with the ca~els aIid joined 

me; it 'would have been pleasant to be together, but his 

J!ituation was such that it .made my heart-ache still wors<; 

than it did before; he was ne.arly without a skin; ' every 

. part of his body exposed; his ' fl~h e~cessively man~led, 

burnt and iuflamed. "I am. glad to see you once more, 

sir," said Clark, " for I cannot live through the aFlProachiIig 

02 
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night, and now beg of you, if you cver get to our country 

again to tell my brothers and sisters how I perished." I 
comforted him all I could, and assured him he would not 

die immediately; that the nourishment we n()w had, though 

very little, waS sufficient to keep us alive for a CONsiderable 

'Lime, and that though Oll!' skins were wasted off ancl our flesh 

inflamed, we were yet alive without any sj,gns of putrefaction. 

on ou\' bodies ;bhat I had great hopes we should all be 

canied in a few clays from this desert to wl~ere we might get 

some~ood to nourish US, and as I had learned a l~ttle of the 

language of these people, (or savages,) I w<mld keep tllying 

to persuado them that if they would ,carry us up the Moorish 

dominioNs, I shouJd be ~.b le to pay them a great ransom f(lI' 

all the crew; for an old man had told me that as soon as it 

should rain they would jOUl'ney to the N. E. and sell us. 

The night came on; cold damp winds succeeded to the 

heat of the day, and]; begged of myoId master to be per­

mitted to go under the corner 0f his tent, (foT it was a large 

one,) and he seemed willing, l)ointing out a place for us to 

lie down in, but· the WOHlen would not consent, and we re., 

mained outside' l!lntil the men had milked the calnels. They 

then gave us a good drin1k of mille, near a qual't each, and 

after the women were asleep, Ol1e ef my young masters, 

named Omar', (the same that 111ade me carry his gWl the 

preceding day, to l\Cop his father from beating me,) took 

pil.y on Ollr distresses, and came ~.nd made us creep under 
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one corner of the tent, without waking the women, where 

some soft sand served us for a beq, and the tent kept off 

the cold air from us; and here we slept soundly I!lntil morn­

irrg. As soon as the women awoke, and found us under 

the tent, thg..y were for thrusting us out with blows, but I 

pretended to. be asleep, and the old man looking on us" 

seemed somewhat concerned, fearing (as I thought) he might 

lose his. propelty. I-Ie told bi s. WUl'u e n to let 11S alone,- and, 

as he was. absolute, . they were forced to obey him, though 

with every appeara~ce (i)f reluctance. 

After they had milked ' the camels, and took a drink 

themselves, they gave us what remained, that is to say, neal' 

a pint between us. They did not move forward this day; 

and suffered 11S to remain under the· corner of! the tent in­

the shade aU the while and the next night, and even gave us· 

a piece of a skin to cover us with in part, and keep off the 

night wind.. They gave us a good drink of milk when they' 

drank themselves on the second night, and Omar had given 

us about a pin t of water each, in the middle of the day;' so' 

that the inflammation seemed to have subsided in a great 

degf(~e fmID-Qur flesh and feet. 

This attention, together- with the two good' nights' rest, 

revived us· very much-these were the 14th and 15th days 

of September. I had not seen any of my unfortunate ship­

mates except Clark, and did not know where they were 

during: the day we remained still.. The -camels were drivel} 
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off early in the morning by a negro slave and two of the 

small boys, and did not re\urn until in the night-they 

went out to the east to find shrubs for them to feed on. 

Clark was obliged near night to go out and pull up some 

dry thom bush shrubs and roots to make a fire with. . At 

the return of the camels, the negro slave (who was a stout 

fellow, named Boireck) seated himself b)' the fire, stretching 

out his legs on each side of it, and seeing us under the tent, 

thought to drive us out: but as he was not permitted by our 

• old master, he contented himself by pointing at us and 

making comparisons: then sneeringly addressing me by the 

name of Rais, or chief, would set up a loud laugh, which, 

with the waggery he displayed in his remarks on us, kept 

tihe whole family and several strangers who had assembled 

on the occasion, in a constant roar of laughter until mid, 

night, the hour for milking the camels. He would poke 

our sore flesh with a sharp stick, to make sport, and show 

the A.abs what miserable beings we were, who could not 

even bear the rays of the sun (the image of God, as they 

term it) to shine upon us. 

Being tormented in this J.Tlanner, my companion Clark 

could scarcely contain his wrath: " it was bad enough, (he 

said,) to be reduced. to slavery by the savage Arabs; to be 

stripped, and skinned alive and mangled, without being 

obliged to bear the scoffs and derision of a d--d negro 

slave." I toId him I was very glad to find he still had so 
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much spirit left, and could feel as if he wished to revenge 

an insult-it proved to me that he felt better than he did 

the preceding night, and I was so much relieved myself, my 

hopes of being able to endure our tortures and privations 

increased, adding, " Let the negro laugh if he can take any 

pleasure in it; I am willing he should do so, even at my 

expense: he is a poor slave himself, naked and destitute, far 

from his family and friends, and is only trying to gain the 

favour of his masters and mistresses, by making sport of us, 

whom he considers as much inferior to him as he is to 

them." Clark could not be reconciled to this mode of 

mockery and spprt, but the negro kept it lip as long as we 

remained with his master, every night, ana always had 

plenty of spectators to admire his wit, and laugh at his tricks 

and buffoonery. This reminded me of the story of Samson, 

when the Philistines wished to make sport with him; he 

was blind, and they supposed him harmless; but he became 

so indignant, that he was willing to suffer death to be re­

venged of them; the difference was, he had strength to 

execute his wiil,-we had not. 

From the 15th to the 18th, we journeyed every day to 

the S. E. about thirty miles a day, merely to find' a few 

shrubs in the small scattered valleys for the camels, and 

consequently for the inhabitants to subsist on. As we went 

on in that direction, the valleys became less frequent and 

very shallow; the few thorn bushes they produced were 
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very d;'y, and no other shrubs to be found; the camels 

could not fill their stomachs with the leaves and shrubs, nor 

with all that they could crop off, though they pulled away 

the branches as thick as a man's finger. The milk began 

to fail, and consequently we had to be scanted, so that our 

allowance was reduced to half a pint a day, and as all the 

water they had taken from the well was expended, they 

could give us no more of that precious article. There was 

belonging to this tribe four mares that were the general 

property; they were very clear limbed, and very lean; they 

fed them on milk every day, and everyone took his turn in 

giving them as much water every two days as they would 

drink. These mares drank up the last of our water on the 

19th, nor would my master aJlow me to drink what . little 

was left in the bowl, not exceeding half a pint, and it was 

poured out as a drink-offering before the Lord, while they 

prayed for rain, which indeed they had reason to expect, as 

the season they knew was approaching, when some rain 

generally happens. I supposed our distance from the sea., 

or the well that we had left, to be three hundred miles in a 

direct line, and feared very much that we should not ' find 

water at any other place. The sustel1ance We received 

was just sufficient to keep the breath of life in us, but our 

flesh was less inflamed than in the first days, for we had 

continued to lie under a part of the tent at night, and also 

iH the day-time when it was pitched, which was general IV 
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,the case about two o'clock in the afternoon. vYe had, how­

ever, become so emaciated, that we could scarcely stand, 

and they did not attempt to make me nor Clark do any 

kind of work, except gather a few dry sticks, towards even­

ing, to light a-fire. The swellings had also gone down in 

some measure from our feet, as there was not substance 

enough in us to keep up a running sore; all the moisture in 

them seemed to dry away, and we could support the prick­

ings and cutting of the stones better as we became lighter 

and more inured to it. vVe had endeavoured to find some 

of the kind of root that was met with near the sea coast, but 

none could be procured. In every valley we came to, the 

natives would run about and search under every thorn bUSJ1, 

in hopes to find some herb, for they were nearly as hungry 

as ourselves. In some places a small plant was found, 

resembling wbat we calLshepherd's sprout; they were torn 

up by them and devoured in an instant. I got one or two, 

but they proved very bitter, and were impregnated, in a 

considerable degree, with salt: these plants were so rare as 

to be scarcely of any benefit. There were also found by 

the natives, in particular places, a small ground root, 

whose top showed itself like a single short spear of grass, 

about three inches above the ground; they dug it up with 

a stick; it was of the, size of a small walnut, and in shape 

rery much like an onion; its taste fresh, without any strong 

flavour; but it was very difficult to find, and afforded us 

p 



106 RILEY'S SIHPWRECK, AND 

very little relief, as we could riot get more than half a dozen 

in a whole day's search, and some days none at all. 

On the 19th of September, in the morning, the tribe. 

having held a council the night before, at which I could 

observe myoId master was looked up to as a man of supe4 

rior judgment and influence, they began a route back again 

towards the sea, and the well near which we were first made 

slaves ;-this convinced me that no fresh water could be 

procured nearer, and as the camels were almost dry, I much 

feared that myself and companions must perish before we 

collid reach it. I had been in the habit every day since I 

was 01'1 the desert, of relieving my excessive thirst 1Jy the 

disaJgreeable expedient .before mentioned; but that resource 

now £ail~d me for the want of moisture, nor Had any thing 

passed threugh my body since the day I left the well. We 

14ad jOllTl1eyed for seven and a half days S. E. and I con4 

d:uded it would require the same time to return; but on the 

18th we steered N. E. and on the 19th we took a N. W. 

·direction, and. 1nthe course of the day we entered a very 

small valley, w;JiJ.ere we founa a few little dwarf thorn bushes, 

f:l(')t more than tW0 feet high; on these we found some snails, 

rudst of whi.ch. \vere dead and dry, but I got about a hand­

ful tha~ were al\ve, aRd when a fire was kindled, roasted 

a,nd ate them---.:Clark d~d the same, and as we did not 

receive more 1:hal1 a gin of Hi,ilk each in twenty-f(!lur homs, 

1ihis nouris-hm€lnt was very smviceable. 
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011 the morning of the 20th we started, as S(;)011 as it was 

light, and drove very fast all the day. We load no other 

drink than the camels' urine, which we caaght in our hands 

as they voided it; its taste was bitter, but not salt. and 'it 

relieved our Painting spirits. We were ff:)rced to keep up 

with the drove, but.in 1;he course of the day found a handful 

of snails each, which we at night roasted and ate. Oar fect, 

though not swollen, were extremely sore; qUI' bodies and 

limbs were nearly deprived of skin and flesh" for we con-

1iinually wasted away, :;hnd "the little we had on our bones 

was d\'ied. hard, a..nd st~cl~ fast to them. My bead ha,d UC!iW} 

l;)ecome accu1>tomed to tJil.C h()at . of the sum, and though it 

remained uJjlcovered, it did not pain me. H1lnger, that had 

preyed upon my COUlp!l1nioI1s to stlch a degree as tel cause 

~hem to bite oR" the flesh fr(;)m their arms, had not the same 

effect on me. I was forced in ope instance to tie the. arms 

of Qne of roy men behi.nd him, in ordcF tQ prevent his, 

gnawing his own fles.h;. and in aJ;wther iml.s.tance, two. (!)f 

them having caught one Q( tlJe boys, a lad about four yearS' 

old,. out of sight of the tents, were about dashing his brains 

Qut with a stone, for tbe pmp0se of devouring his flesh, 

when luckily at that instaDt I came_ up and Fesem~d the 

child, with some difficulty, fi'om thcir vorac~ty.. They were 

so frantic with lmngcll' as to insist UPOJilJ having one meal of 

his flesh, and then they .said they would be willing -to die ;. 

'for they ko.ew that not. only themselves, but all the etew 
p2 
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would ' be instantly massacred as soon as the murder sh011ld 

be discovered. I convinced them that it would be more 

manly to die with hunger than to become cannibals and eat 

their own or other human flesh, telling them, at the same 

time, I did not doubt but our masters would give us suffi­

cient nourishment to keep us alive, until they could sell us. 

On the .20th, we proceeded with much speed towards the 

N. W. or sea shore; but on the .21st, we did not go forward. 

This day I met with Mr. Savage, Horace, Hogan, and 

the cook; their masters' tents were pitched near ours ~ they 

were so weak, emaciated and sore, that they 'could scarcely 

stand, and had been carried on the camels for the last few 

days. I was extremely glad to see them, and spoke to all 

bl~t Horace, whose master drove me off with a stick one 

way, and Horace another, yelling most horribly at the same 

time and laying it on Horace's back with great fury. I 

soon returned to our tent, and felt very much dejected; 

they all thought they could not live another day-there 

were no snails to be found here, and we had not one drop 

of milk or water to drink. Horace, Hogan, and the COGk 

were employed in attending their masters' camels, in com­

pany with one or two Arabs, who kept flogging them nearly 

the whole of the time. 

Myoid master did not employ me or Clark in the same 

way, because he had two negr? slaves to do that work; he 

was a rich man among theIn, and owned from sixty to 
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seventy camels; he was also a kind of priest, for every 

evening he was joined, in his devotions, by all the old and 

most of the young men near his tent. They all first washed 

themselves with srtnd in place of water; then wrapping 

themselves up with their strip of cloth and turning their 

fa-ces to the east, myoId master stepped out before them, 

and commenced by bowing twice, repeating at each time 

" Allah Houakibar;" then kneeling and bowing his head to 

the ground twice; then raising himself up on his feet, and 

repeating, " Hi el Allah Shllda J."l!Johamed Rahsool Allah," 

bowing himself twice; and agajn prostrating himself on the 

earth as many times, then " Allah Houakibm-" was three 

times repeated. He was always accompanied in his motions 

artd words by all present who could see him distinctly, as 

he stood before them. He would then make a long prayer, 

and they recited all together what I afterwa{'ds found to be a 

chapter in the Koran; and then all joined in chaunting or 

singing some hymn or sacred poetry for a considerable 

time. This ceremony being fini shed, they again prostrated 

themselves with their faces to the earth, and the service 

concluded. 

About the middle of this day two strangers arrived, riding 

two camels loaded-with goods: they came _ in front of my 

master's -tent, and having made the camels lie down, they 

dismounted, and seated themselves on the ground opposite 

the tent, with their faces turned the other way. There were 

.in. this valley six tents, besides that of my master. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Two Arabian merchants are pel'suaded by the author to pUI'~ 

chase him and fO~I' of his su:ffel'ing companions-they kilt a, 

camel, and prepal'e to set out fOl' Morocco across the Desert. 

ALL the men had gone out a hunting on their camels, car­

rying their a"ms with them; that is to say, seeking for 

plunder as I conoludecL. MyoId and young mistresses 

went to see the st~angers;, they had llO water to carry, as is 

eustomary, but ~Qok with them a large skin, with a roll of 

tent cloth to make them a shelter; the strangers rose as the 

women drew near, and saluted tmem by the words " Labez, 

Labez.Salem; Labez-Alikom;" Peace, peace be with you, 

&c. and the women returned these salutations in similar 

words. They next ran to our tent, and took a couple of 

sticks, with the help of which and the skin and tent cloth, 

they soon made an awning for the strangers. This done, 

they took the bundles which were on the camels, and placed 

them in this tent, with the saddles and all the other things 

the strangers had brought. The two strangers hacl a couple 

of skins that containeq wat~r, which the women hung up on 

Ii\. frame they carried from our tent, 
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During the whole time the WOIRen were thus employed, 

the strangers remained seated on the ground beside their 

guns, for they had each a double barrelled musket, and so 

bright, that they glittered in the sun like silver. The women 

having finis~ed their attentions, seated themselves near the 

strangers, and made inquiries, as near as I could compre­

hend, by saying, " Where did you come from? what goods 

have you got? how long have you been on your journey?" 

&c. Having satisfied their cur,iosity on these points, they' 

next came to me, and the old woman (in whom as yet I had 

not discovered one spark of pity) told me that Sidi Hamet 

had come with blankets and blue cloth to sell; that he came 

from the Sultan's dominions, and that he could buy me and 

carry me there, if he chose, where I might find my friends, 

and kiss my wife and children. 

Before my ma-ster returned I went to the tent of Sidi 

Hamet, with a wooden bowl, and begged for some water­

showing my mouth, which was extremely parched and stiff, 

so much so, that I could with difficulty speak. ' I-Ie looked 

at me, and asked if I was el Rais (the captain). I nodded 

assent; he told his brother, who was with him, to give me 

S0me wat"Cr; but this his benevolent brother would not con~ 

descend to do ; so taking the bowl himself, he poured into 

it nearly a quart of clear water, saying, " Sherub, Rais"-that 

is, Drink, Captain, or chief. I drank about half of it, and 

after thanking him and imploring the blessing .of Heaven 
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upon him for his humanity, I Was going to take the rest of 

it to our tent, 'where Clark lay stretched out on his back, a 

peirect wreck of almost naked bones; his belly a,nd back 

nearly cellapsed, and breathing like a person in the la~t 

agonies of death: but Sidi Hamet would not permit me to 

carry the wa~er away, bidding me drink it myself. I 

pointed out to him my distressed companion; this excited 

his pity, and he suffered me to give Clark the remainder. 

The water was perfectly fresh, and revived him exceed­

ingly; it was a cordial to his desponding soul, being the 

first fresh water that either of us had tasted since we left the 

boat: his eyes that were sunk deep in their sockets, bright­

ened up-" This is good water, (said he,) and must have 

come from a better country than this; if we were once there, 

(added he,) and I could get one good drink of such water, I 

could die with pleasure, but now I cannot live another day." 

Our masters soon returned, and began, with others of the 

tribe, wh@ had received the news of the arrival of strangers, 

to form circles, and chat with them and each ' other; this 

continued till night, and I presume there were at least two 

hundred men present. After dark they began to separate, 

and by ten o'clock at night none remained but myoId 

master's family, and three or four of their relations, at our 

tent. On this occasion we were turned out into the open 

air, and were obliged to pass the ni.ght without any shelter 

pr covering. It was a long and tedious night; but at the 
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time of milking the camels, our old nlaster coming to us, as 

if afraid of losing his property by our death, and anxious 

we should live, dealt out about a pint of milk to each; this 

milk tasted better than any I had yet drunk; it was a sweet 

and seasonaQ!.e relief, and saved poor Clark from disso­

lution. 

This was the first nourishment of any kind our master 

had given us in three days, and I concluded from this cir­

cumstance that he had hopes of selling us to the strangers. 

The next morning Sidi Hamet came towards the tent, and 

beckoned me to come there ; he was at a considerable dis­

tance, and I made the best of my way to him; here he 

bade me sit down on the ground. I had by this time 

learned many words in their language, which is ancient 

Arabic, and could understand the general current of their 

conversation, by paying strict ' attention to it. 

He now began to question me about my country, and the 

manner in which I had come here-I made him understand 

that I was an Englishman, and that my vessel and crew 

were of the same nation- I found he had heard of that 

country, and I stated as well as I could the manner of my 

shipwreck-told him we were reduced to the lowest depth 

of misery; that I had a wife and five children in my own 

country, besides Horace, whom I called my e ldest son, 

mingling;with my story sighs and tears, and all the signs of 

Q 
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affection and despair which these recollections and my pre. 

sent situation naturally called forth . 

• I found him to be a very intelligent and feeling man-for 

although he knew no language uut the Arabic, he compre­

hended so we1~ what I wished to comniunicate, that he 

actually shed tears at the recital of my distresses, notwith­

standing that, among the Arabs, weeping is regarded as a 

womaillish weakness. He seemed to be ashamed of his 

own want of fortitude, and said that men who had beards . 

like him, ought Rot to shed tears: and he retired, wiping 

his eyes. 

Finding I had awakened his sympathy, I thought if I 

could IOUs~ his interest by large offers of money, he might 

buy me and my companiQns, and carry us up from the 

Desert-so accordingly the first time I saw him alone, I 

went to him and begged him to buy m.e, and carry me to 

the sultan of Morocco or Marocksh, where I could find a 

friend to redeem me. He said no, but he would carry me 

to Swearah, describing it as a walled tOWID. and seaport. I 

told him I had seen the sl!lltan, and that he was a friend to 

my nation. He then asked me many o~her questions about 

Mohammed Rassool-I bowed and pointed to the east, then 

towards heaven, as if I thought he had ascended there: this 

seemed to please him, and he asked me how much money 

I would give him to carry me up; upon. w~ich I counted 
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over fifty pieces of stones, signifying I would give as many· 

dollars for myself and each of my men. "I will not buy 

the others," ·said he; " but how much more than fifty dollars 

will you give me for yourself, if I buy you and carry you . 

to your fi'iends?" I told him one hundred dollars. "Have 

you any money in Swearah," asked he by signs and words, 

" or do you mean to make me wait till you get it from your 

country?" . I replied that my friend in Swearah would give 

him the money so soon as he brought me there. " You are 

deceiying me," said he. I made die most solemn protesta­

tions of my sincerity:-" I will buy you then," s.aid he, 

" but remember, if you deceive me, I will cut your throat," 

(making a motion to that effect.) This I assented to, and 

begged of him to buy my son Ho~ace also, but he would 

not hear a woxd about any of my companions, as it would 

be impDssible, he said, tD get them up off the Desert, which 

was a great distance. "Say nothing about it · to your old 

master," signified he to me, " nor to my broth~r, or any of 

the othe~s." He then left me, and I went out to seek for 

snails to relieve my hunger. I saw Mr. Savage al1ld Hogan, 

and brought them with Clark near Sidi Hamet's tent, where 

we sat down on the ground. He came out to see us, mise­

r<lcble objects as we were, and seemed very much shocked 

at the sight. I told my companions I had great hopes we 

should be bought by this man and carried up to the culti­

vated country-but they expressed great fears that they 

Q2 
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would be left behind. Sidi Hamet asked me many ques~ 

tions about my men-wished to know if any of them had 

died, and if they had wives and children. I tried all I 

could to interest him in their behalf, as well as my own, and 

mentioned to him my son, whom he had not yet seen. I 

found my companions had been very much stinted in milk 

as well as myself, and that they had had no water,-they 

had found a few snails, which kept them alive; but even 

these now failed. 

The 24th, we journeyed on towards the N. W. all day­

the whole tribe, or nearly so, in company, and the strangers 

also kept in company with us. When my mistress pitched 

her tent near night, she made up one for Sidi Hamet also. 

I begged of him on my knees every time I had an opportu­

nity, for him to buy me and my companions, and on the 

25th I had the happiness to see him pay myoId master for 

me: he gave him two blankets or coarse hoicks, one blue 

. cotton covering, and a bundle of ostrich feathers, with 

which the old man seemed much pleased, as he had now 

three suits of clothing. They were a long time in making 

the bargain. 

This day Horace came with his master to fetch something 

to our tent; at his approach, I went to meet him, and em­

braced him with tears. Sidi Hamet was then fully convinced 

·that he was my son. I had found a few snails this morning, 

and divided them. between Mr. Savage and Horace before 
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Sidi Hamet, who signirlcd to me in the afternoon tbat he 

intended to set out with llle in two days for Swearah; llml 

he had tried to buy l11y ~on, but could Jlot succccd, for his 

master would nol sell him at any price: 'thell, said 1, " let rJ;le 

stay in his place; I will be a faithful slave to his master as 

long as I live-carry him up to Swearah; my frielld wiU 

pay you for him, and send him home to his mother, whom 

I cannot sec Llllles~ I bring her son with me." "You shall 

have your son, by Allah," sajd Sidi Hamel. 'rhe whole 

tribe was gathered in council , and I supposed relative to 

this business. In the course of the afternoon they debated 

the matter over, and seemed to turn it every way;-they 

fought be ides three or four battles with fists and scimitars, 

III their warm and loud discu sions in settling individual 

disputes; but in the evening I was told that Horace was 

bought, as the tribe in council had forced his master to sell 

him, though at a great price. I now redoubled my entreaties 

\lith my new master to buy Mr. Savage and Clark, telliIlg 

him that I would give him a large sum of money if he got 

us up safe; but he told me he should be obliged to carry us 

through bands of robbers, who would kin him for our sakes, 

and that his company was not strong enough to resist them 

by force of arms-I fell down on my knees, and implored 

him to buy Mr. Savage and Clark at any rate, thinking, if 

he should buy them, he might be induced to purchase the 

remaining part of the crew. 



118 RILEY'S SHIPWRECK, AND 

My mind had been so bu·sily employed in schemes of rc­

demption, as almost to forget my sufferings since Sidi Hamet 

had bought me. He had given me two or three d':inks of 

water, and had begged milk for .me of my former master. 

On the morning of the 26th, I renewed my entreaties for 

him to purchase Mr. Savage, Clark, and Hogan-the others 

I had not seen since the second or third day after we were 

in the hands of the Arabs. I did not know where they were, 

and consequently could not designate them to my master 

Hamet, though I told him all their names. Mr. Savagc and 

I-logan looked milch more healthy and likely to live than 

Clark, and Sidi Hamet insisted that it was impossible that 

Clark could live more than three days, and that if he bought 

him, he shOl~ld lose his money. r told him no, .he should 

not lose his money, for, whether he lived or died, I would 

pay him the same amoumt. 

Clark was afflicted with the scald head, rendered a raw 

sore in consequence of his sufferings, and his hair, which \vas 

very long, was, of course, in a very filthy condition; this 

attracted the attention of Sidi I-Iamet and his brother, the 

latter of whom was a very surly and cross-looking fellow. 

They poked the hair and scabs open with their sticks, and 

demanded to know what was the occasion of that filthy 

appearance. Clark assured them, that it was in consequence 

of his .exposure to the sun, aBd as that was the reason I had 

assigned for the horrible sores and blisters that covered our 
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scorched bodies and half roasted flesh, they said, it might 

possibly be so, but asked why the heads of the res t of us 

were not in the same state. Tiley next fo und fault wiLh 111y 

shins, which had been a long time very sore, allll they 

examined e\"Cry bone to sec if al l was right ill its place, with 

the same cautious circumspections tllat a jockey would lise, 

who was about buying a horse, while we, poor t rembling 

wretches, strove with all possible care and anxiety to hiJe 

every fault and infirmity in liS, occasioned by our dreadful 

calamities and cruel suffering . 

Sidi Hamet informed me this day, that he had bought 

1\1r. Savage and Clark, and had bargained for' Hogan, and 

lhat he was going to kill a eamer that night for provisions 0 11 

o Ill· journey. Our water had been expended for two days, 

and all tl1e families around us were also destitute. I diclllot 

o·et more than a gill of milk in twenty-four h OUTS, and a 

sma II handful of nails-these served in a little degree to 

support nature, anc! I waited with the greatest impatience for 

the killing of the camel which had been p romised, hoping 

to have a meal of meat once more before I died. Clark and 

I had heen busy all the afteruoon in gathering dry sticks to 

make a fi re, and a little after midnight my master came to 

me and showed me where to carry the wood we hac! col­

lectcd; it was in a li ttle gulley, that it might not be seen by 

our neighbours, whilst our former m·aster and t\VO presell t 

ones were leading a camel up to the same place. This 

-. 
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camel, on its arrival, they made lie down In the usual 

manner: it was a very old one, and so poor, that he had 

not been able to keep pace with the drove during the 

journey, and Sidi Hamet told me he had bought him for one 

blanket. 

The camel being down, they put a rope round his under 

jaw, with a noose in it; then hauling his head round on the 

left side, made the rope fast to his tail, close up to his body: 

his neck was so long, that the under jaw reached within six 

inches of the tail: they then brought a copper kettle that 

would contain probably three gallons. Thus prepared, Sidi 

Hamet cut open a "ein on the right side of the camel's neck, 

close to his breast; the blood streamed out into the kettle, 

and soon filled it half full; this they set over the fire and 

boiled, stirring it all the time with a stick until it became 

thick, and of the consistence of a beef's liver; then taking it 

off the fire, they passed it to me, saying, " Coole, Riley," 

(Eat, Riley.) I did not wait for a second bidding, but fell 

to, together with Clark: our appetites were voracious, and 

we soon filled our stomachs with this, to us, delicious food. 

Notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, and the privacy 

observed in killing' this meagre camel, many of our hungry 

neighbours had found it out, and came to assisi in the 

dressing and eating of the animal. They insisted on having 

some of the blood, and wOllld snatch out a handful in spite 

of all our masters could do to hinder them; they were then 
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very officious in assisting to take off the hide, which was 

soon done, and the entrails were rolled out; they next pro­

ceeded to put all the small entrails into the kettle, without 

cleaning them of their contents, together with what remained' 

of the liver and lights; but they had no water to boil them 

1l1. Then one of them went to the camel's paunch, whioh 

was very large, and cutting a slit in the top of it, dipped out 

some water in a bowl, thick with the camel's excrement;­

this they poured into the kettle, and set it a boiling, stirring 

it round, and now and then taking out a gut, .and biting off 

an, end to ascertain whether it was cooked enough. During 

this time, half a dozen hungry wretches were at work on the 

camel, which they would not leave under pretence of friend­

ship for our masters, for they would not suffer strangers to 

work, when in their company.- and it being dark, they ma­

naged to steal and convey away, before morning, more than 

one-half of the camel's bones and meat, with half his skin. 

Our masters were as hungry as 'anT of the Arabs, 'yet, though 

they had bought the camel, they co~d scarcely get a bite 

of the intestines without fighting for it; for what title or 

a-rgument can prevail against the voracious appetite of a 

half-starved man? Though our masters saw the natives in 

the very act of stealing and carrying' off their meat, they 

could not prevent them, fearing worse consequences than 

losing it; it being a standing maxim among the Arabs to 

feed the hungry if in their power, and give them drink, even 

R 
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if the owner of the provisions be obliged to rob himself and 

his own family to do it. 

Notwithstanding the boiled blood we had eaten was per­

fectly fresh, yet our thirst seemed to increase in conse­

quence of it. As soon as daylight appeared, a boy of from 

fourteen to sixteen years old came running up-to the camel's 

paunch, and thrusting his , head into it up to his shoulders, 

began to drink of its contents; my master observing him, 

and seeing that my mouth was very dry, made signs for me 

to go and pull the boy away, and drink myself: this I soon 

did, putting my head in like manner intO" the paunch; the 

liquid was very thick, but though its taste was exceedingly 

'-sirong, yet it was not salt, and allayed my thirst: Clark next 

took a drink of the same fluid. 

This morning we were busied in cutting off the little flesh 

that remarned 0n the bones of our camel, spreading it out 

to dry, and roasting the bones on the fire for our masters, 

who cracking them between two stones, then sucked out the 

marrGw and juices. Near noon, Horace was brought where 

I was; he was very hungry and thirsty, and said he had 

not eat any thing of consequence for the las~three days. 

Our common master said to me, "This is your son, Rais," 

and seemed extremely glad that he had been able to pur­

chase him, giving him some of tlle entrails and meat he had 

boiled and saved for the purpose. I in mj turn gave him 

some of our thick camel's water, which he found to be deli-



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 123 

cious; so true it is, that hunger and thirst give a zest to 

every thing. Burns was brought up soon after, and my 

master asked me if he was one of my men; I told him he 

,vas :-" His master wants to sell him," said Sidi . Hamet, 

" but he is old and good for nothing," added he; " but I 

can buy him for this blanket," showing me a very poor old 

one--I said, " Buy him, he is my countryman, I will repay 

you as much for him as for the others:" -so he went out, 

and bought him from his master, and then gave him some­

thing to eat. Poor Burns was much rejoiced to find there 

was a prospect of recovering his liberty, or at least of getting 

where he might procure something to eat and driqk. During 

this day, the natives flocked round in great numbers, men, 

women, and children, and what with begging and stealing 

reduced our stock of meat to less than fifteen pounds before 

night. 

Sidi Hamet now told me that he had bought Hogan: this 

was in the afternoon, and he came to us. I {:ongratulated 

lllm on our favourable prospects, and our master gave lllm 

something to eat; but his former master, Hamet, now 

demanded one blanket more for him than had been agreed 

on, as he was a stout fellow: my master would not be 

imposed upon, nor had he indeed a blanket left. I begged 

very hard for poor Hogan, but it was to no purpose, and his 

ol<;l master drove him off, laying on his back with a stick 

.most unmercifully. Hamet's .ft-yes, seemed fairly to flash 

R2 
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fire as he went from us. Hogan's hopes had . been raised to a 

high pitch-they were now blasted, and he was driven back 

like a criminal before his brutal owner, to his former mise­

rable abode. He had inf0rmed me that he had never as yet 

since our captivity known what it was to sleep under the 

.cover of a tent; . that his allowance of milk had been so 

scant, that he did not doubt but he must have died with 

hunger in a day or two-he was extremely wasted and sore 

.on every side. My heart bled for him when I saw the blows 

fall on his emaciated and mangled frame, but I could not 

assist him, and aU I could do was to turn round and hide my 

face, so as. not to witness his further tortures.-

J'JUs day was employed in preparing for our departure­

our· masters made me a pair of sandals with two thickness 

of the camel's skin ; they also made Horace a pair in the 

same manner, but Clark and Burns were fitted with single 

. ones.; they had in the morning given me a small knife, 

whioh I hung to my neck in a case: this they meant as a 

mark of confidence ; and they also gave me charge of their 

stuff, the camels, and the slaves. I soon perceived, how­

ever, that although I had this kind of command, yet I was 

obliged to do all the work. My men were so far exhausted, 

that even the hope of soon obtaining their liberty could 

scarcely -animate them to theJeast exertion. 

In the evening Sjdi Hamet told me, Am·on (Mr. Savage) 

would be with us by and by:-that w£ should start in the 
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morning for SW6m·ah, and that he hoped, through the bless­

ing of God, I should once more embTace my family;-he 

then told me how much he had paid for each one of us­

that he had expended all his property, and that if I had not 

told him the ~uth, he was a ruined man-that his brother 

was a bad man, and had done all he could to prevent his 

buying us, but that he had at last consented to it, and taken 

a share. 

He next made me repeat, before his brother, my promise$ 

to him when we should arrive at S,,:earah, and , my agree­

ment to have my throat cut if my words did not prove true. 

Late in the evening 1\1r. Savage joined us-he knew before 

that I was going to set out, and thought he should be left 

behind-he was very thankful to be undeceived in this par­

ticular, and to get, at the same time, something to eat, for 

Sidi Hamet had saved some of the camel's intestines which 

he immediately gave him. 

After having satisfied his hunger in some -measure, he 

began to express his doubts as to where we were going; 

declaring, that he did not believe a word these wretches 

said:- he could not understand them, and said he did not 

believe 1 could; and suggested a hundred doubts and 

difficulties on the subject, that his ill-boding imagination 

s'hpplied him with: he did not like the price I had agreed to 

give for our liberty,-it was too mUGh, and I ~hould find 

llobody willing to advance it for me, as I was poor. 
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We had started what water remained in the paunch of the 

camel, thick as it was, into a goat skin, straining it through 

our fingers to keep out the thickest of the filth. The night 

of the 27th, as near as we could keep count by marking the 

day of the month on our legs with a thorn, we passed in the 

open air, five of us together. 

At daylight on the morning of the :28th, we were called 

up and made to load our camels. I had strong hopes we 

were going to ride, but it now appeared not to be the case. 

All the Arabs in tha valley set out in the morning with their 

camels, to dTive them to water-they had not been watered 

since the 10th, having gone without any for eighteen days. 

They were now at least two days: journey from the well 

where we had first been seized, towards which they now 

steered, in aN. W. direction. I mention this circumstance, 

to show the time these wonderful animals can live without 

drink, and supply their masters with milk, even when nearly 

destitute of vegetable substances; and with water from their 

paunches after death. 

Soon after sunrise, our masters bade us drive the camels 

up the bank; at! this moment Archibald Robbins came with 

his master to see liS, and I supposed his master had brought 

him with a view of selling him. I had not before seen him 

for fourteen days, and he had only arrived soon enough to 

witness our departure-I now on my knees begged, as I had 

done before, of Sidi Hamet, to purchase him; but he said 

he could not, and so hurried us on. 
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I told Robbins what my present hopes were, and that if I 

should succeed in getting clear, I would use my utmost 

endeavours to procure his and the rest of the crew's redemp­

tion. I begged him to continue as long as he could with his 

present master, who, for an Arab, appeared to be a very 

good man; and to encourage Mr. Williams and all the 

others to bear up with fortitude, and support life as long 'as 

it was possible, in the hope that, through my help or some 

other means, they might obtain their redemption in .a short 

time; and having taken my leave of him in the most affec­

tionate manner, (in which my companions foHowed the 

example,) we set out on our journey, but with heavy hearts, 

occasioned by the bitter regret we felt at leaving our fellow­

sufferers behind, although I had done all .in my power to 

make them partakers of our better fortune. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The author anel four of his companions set out to cross the 

Desert-their suffel·ings-they come to a spring of fresh 

water-elescl·iption of its singular situation. 

FROM the time I was sold to Sidi Hamet, myoid master and 

his family shunned" me as they would a pestilence; and the 

old villain actually stole one piece of our meat from me, or 

~ather robbed m6 of it just as we were setting out; for he cut it 

off the string by which it was tied to the camel, in spite ef my 

efforts to prevent him. Our masters were accompanied for 

a considerable distance by several men and women, who 

were talking and taking leave, going on very slowly. We 

were ordered to keep their camels together, which I thought 

I did; yet when they were finally ready to depart, they 

found their big camel had marched off a great distance, 

probably two miles from us, following a drove of camels 

going to the N. W. Sidi Hamet bade me fetch him back­

pointing him out: notwithstanding my weak and exhausted 

state, I was obliged to run a great way to come up with him, 

but my rising spirits supported me, and I succeeded in 
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bringing him back, where the other camels were collected 

by my shipmates. 

Sidi Hamet and Seid had two old camels on which they had 

rid, and they had bought also a young one that had not been 

broke for riding. We were joined here bya young Arab 

named Abdallah; hehad been Mr. Savage's master and owned 

a camel, and a couple of goat skins to carry water in; but 

these, as well as those of our masters, were entirely empty. 

Sidi Hamet had a kind of a pack-saddle for each _ of his old 

camels; but nothing to cover the bones of his young one. 

Having fitted them as well as he could, (for he seemed to be 

humane,) he placed Mr. Savage, Burns, and Horace, on the 

big one, and myself and Clark on the other old one. Seid 

and Abdallah took their seats -on the one which belonged to 

Abdallah, and Sidi Hamet mounted the young one himself to 

break him, sitting behind the hump on his bare back; and 

thus arranged and equipped, we set off on a full and long 

stridingtrot. It was about nine, A. M. when we had mounted; 

and this trot had continued for about three hours, when we 

stopped a few minutes in a little valley to adjust our saddles. 

Here Sidi Hamet pulled out a check shirt from one of his 

bags and gave it me, declaring he had stolen it, and had 

tried to get another for Horace, but had not been able; 

" Put it on," said he, " your poor back needs a covering ;" 

(it being then one entire sore.) I kissed his hand in 

gratitude, and thanked him and my Heavenly Father for this 

-- s 
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mercy. Clark, a day or two before, had got a piece of an 

old sail, that partly covered him-Burns had an old jacket, 

and Horace and Mr. Savage a small goat skin added to their 

dress-so that we were all comparatively comfortably clad. 

We did not stop here long, but mounted again, and pro­

ceeded on our course to the E. S. E. on a full trot, which was 

continued till night; when, coming to a little valley, we 

found some thorn bushes and halted for the night. 

Here we kindled a fire, and our masters gave us a few 

mouthfuls of the camel's meat, which we roasted and ate. 

As we had drunk no water for the last three days, except a 

very little ?f what we had taken from the camel's paunch, 

and which was now reduced to about four quarts, we, as 

well as our masters, suffered exceedingly for the want of it, 

and it was thereupon determined to make an equal dis­

tribution of it among the whole party; which was accord­

ingly done with an impartial hand. This we, poor sufferers, 

made out to swallow, foul and ropy as it was, and it consi­

derably relieved our parched throats; and then, finding a 

good shelter under a thorn bush, notwithstanding our un­

abated pains we got a tolerable night's sleep. We had 

travelled this day steady at a long trot, at a rate, I judged, 

of between seven and eight miles an hour; making a dis­

tance of sixty-three miles at the lowest computation. Before 

daylight in the morning of the 28th, we were called up and 

mounted on the camels as before, and we set off on the long 
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trot, on the same course, i. e. E. S. E. as on the preceding 

day. 

The same smooth hard surface continued, with now and 

then a little break, occasioned by the naked heads of rocks 

just rising above the plain, and forming, in some places, 

small ledges.- Near one of these, we alighted a few minutes 

about noon, for our masters to perform their devotions; and 

we allayed our thirst by drinking some of the camels' urine, 

which we caught in our hands: our . masters did the same, 

and told me it was good for our stomachs. The camels 

took very long steps, and their motions being fieavy, our 

legs, unsupported by stirrups or any thing else, would fly 

backwards and forwards, chafing across their hard ribs at 

every step; nor ·was it possible for us to prevent it, so that 

tlle remaining flesh on our posteriors, and inside of our 

thighs and legs was so beat, and literally pounded to pieces, 

that scarcely any remained on our bones; which felt as if 

they had been thrown out of their sockets, by the continual 

and sudden jerks they experienced during tllis longest of 

days. It seemed to me as though the sun would never go 

down, and when at last it did, our masters had not yet found 

a place to lodge in ; for they wished, if possible, to find a 

spot where a few shrubs were growing, in order that the 

camels might browse a little during the night. They stopped 

at last after dark in a very small valley, for they could find 

no better place; here they ki,ndled a little fire, and gave us 

s 2 
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about a pound of meat between us, which we greedily de-

'Toured, and then allayed our thirst in a similar manner as 

before mentioned. 
\ 

We had started before daylight this morning, and had 

made but one stop of about fifteen minutes in the course of 

the whole day until dark night, haviIJg travelled at least 

fifteen hours, and at the rate of seven miles the hour, .making 

one hundred and five miles. Here, in our barebone and 

mangled state, we were forced to lie on the naked ground, 

without the smallest shelter from the wind, which blew a 

violent gale all night from the north-suffering, in addition 

to the cold, the cravings of hunger and thirst, and the most 

excruciating pains in our limbs and numerous sores; nor 

could either of us close our eyes to sleep; and I cannot 

imagine that the tortures of the rack can exceed, nor indeed 

hardly equal, those we experienced this night. Sidi Hamet 

·and his two companions, who had been accustomed to ride 

in thi~ manner, thought nothing of it; nor did they even 

appear to be fatigued; but when I showed..h,im. p!y~~~res in 

the morning, and the situation of my shipmates, -he was 

much distressed, and feared we would not live. He told 

me we should come to good water soon, when we might 

drink as much as we wanted of it, and after that he would 

not travel so fast. 

We were placed 011 our camels soon after day-light, (this 

was the 29th,} having nothing to eat. and drinking a littk 
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camel's water, which we preferred to our own: its taste, as 

I before observed, though bitter, was not salt; and they 

void it but seldom in this dry and thirsty country. Pro­

ceeding on our journey at a long trot, about nine o'clock in 

the morning, ,,~e discovered before us what seemed like high 

land, as we were seated on the camels; but on our ~ap­

proach, it proved to be the opposite bank of what appeared 

once to have been a river or arm of the sea, though its bed 

was now dry. At about ten o'clock, we came to the bank 

nearest us; it was very steep, and four or five hundred feet 

deep, and in most places perpendicular or overhanging. 

These banks must have been washed at some former period, 

either by the sea or a river ; which river, if it was one, does 

not now exist. After considerable search, our masters 

found a place where our camels could descend into it, and 

having first dismounted and made us do the same, we drove 

them down. When we had descended the most difficult 

part of the bank, Seid and Abdallah went ~orward. (with 

theil: .~uns) to se
7
arch for a spring of fresh water, which Sidi 

Hamet tgld me was not very far distant.. He now made me 

walk along with him, and let the others drive on the camels 

slowly after us; for they, as well as ourselves,. were nearly 

'exhausted.. He then asked me a great many questions 

respecting my country, myself and family; and whether I 

had any property at home; jf I had been at Swem'ah, and 

if I told him. the truth concerning my having a friend 

'. 



134 RILEY'S SHIPWltECK, AND 

there, who would pay money for me? He said also, that 

both himself and his brother had parted with all their pro~ 

perty to purchase us, and wished me to be candid with him, 

for he was " my friend." "God (said he) will deal with 

you, as you deal with me." I persisted in asserting that I 

had a friend at Swearah, who would advance any sum of 

money I needed, and answered his other questions as well 

as I was able; evading some I did not choose to answer, 

pretending I did not understand them. "Will you buy 

Clark and Burns? (said he) they are good for nothing." 

They certainly did look worse, if possible, than the rest of 

us. I told him they were my countrymen, and my brothers, 

and that he might depend upon it I would ransom them, if 

he would carry us to the empire of Morocco and to the 

Sultan. "No, (said he,) the Sultan will not pay for you, 

but I will carry you to Swearah, to your friend; what is his 

name?" "Consul," said I. It seemed to please him to 

hear me name my fl'iend so readily; and after teaching me 

to count in Arabic, and by my fingers, up to twenty, (which 

was ashreen,) he told me I must give him two hundred dollars 

for myself, two hundred dollars for Horace, and for the 

others I must pay one hundred dollars each; showing me 

seven dollars he had about him, to be certain that we un­

derstood each other perfectly; and he next made me 

understand that I must pay for our provisions on the road, 

over and above this sum. He then made me point out the 
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way to Swearah, which I was enabled to do by the sun and 

trade-wind, making it about N. E . "Now, (said he,) if 

you will agree before God the Most High, to pay what I 

have stated, in money, and give me a double-barrelled gun, 

I will take y~ up to Swearah; if not, I will carry you off 

that way," pointing to the S. E. "and sell you for as much 

as I can get, sooner than carry you up across this long 

desert, where we must risk our lives every day for your 

sakes; and if you cannot comply with your agreement, and 

we get there safe, we must cut your throat, and sell yoUl: 

comrades for what they will bring." I assured him that I 

had told lum the truth, and called God to witness the sin­

cerity of my intentions, not in the least doubting if I could 

once arrive there, I should find some one able and willing 

to pay the sum they demanded. "You shall go to Swea­

rah, (said he, taking me by the hand,) if God please." He 

then showed me the broken pieces of my watch, and a 

plated candlestick, which he said he had bought £i'om some 

person who had come from the wreck of my vessel. The 

~andlestick had belonged to Mr. Williams-he sa<id he 

bought the articles before he saw m~, and w:ished to know 

what they were worth i~ Swearah: I satisfied him as well as 

I could on this point. During this conversation we kept 

walking on about east, as the bed of the river ran near the 

northern bank, which was very high, and Sidi Hamet looked 
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at me as if his eye would pierce my very soul, to ascertain 

the secrets of my heart, and discover whether I was deceiv­

ing him or n'ot; and he became satisfied that I was sincere. 

By this time, ~~e had arrived nearly opposite the place 

where he calculated the spring was, and his brother and 

Abdallah, being not far off, he hailed them to know if they 

had found it; to which they answered in the negative. 

After searching about an hour in the bank, he discovered it, 

and calling to me, for I was below, bade me come up to 

where he was, at the foot of a perpendicular cliff-I clam­

bered up over the fragments of gTeat rocks that had fallen 

down from above, as fast as my strength would permit, and 

having reached the spot, and seeing no signs of water, the 

tears flowed fast down my cheeks, for I concluded the 

spring was dried up, and that we must now inevitablj 

perish. Sidi Hamet looked at me, and, saw my tears of 

despair-" Look down there," said he; (pointing through a 

fi~sure in the rock;) I looked and saw water, but the cleft 

was' too narrow to admit ofa passage to it; then showing 

me another place, about ten or fifteen yards distant, where 

I could :get down, to another small spring-" Sherub, Riley, 

(said he,) it is sweet." I soon reached it, and found it sweet 

indeed; and ' taking a copious draught, I called my com~ 

panions, who scrambled along on theii· way up, exclaiming 

with great eagerness, " Where is the water? for God's sake~ 
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where is it? Oh, is it sweet?" I showed it to them, and 

they were soon convinced of the joyful fact. This water 

was as clear and as sweet as any I had ever tasted. 

Sidi Hamet now allowed us to drink our fill, while Seid 

and Abdallah~ere driving the four camels up the bank by 

a zig-zag kind of a foot-way, from which the stones and 

otper impediments had been before removed, apparently 

with great trouble and labour. This spring, ,the most sin­

gular perhaps in nature, was covered with large rocks, fifteen 

to twenty feet high, only leaving a narrow crooked passage 

I!-ext the high bank behind it, by which a common sized 

man might descend to get at it. It might contain, I should 

calculate, not more than fifty gallons of water; cool, olear, 

fresh, and sweet, and I presume it communicated with the 

one that was first shown me between the rocks, which 

was much smaller. The camels had been driven to within 

fifty yards below the spring; our masters then took off the 

large bowl which they cafl"ied for the purpose of watering 

the camels: then bringing a goat skin near the spring, made 

J,lle fill it 'with the water, my three shipmates passing it up 

to me in the bowl-I kept admonishing my companions to 

drink with moderation, but at the same time I myself con­

tinued to take in large draughts of this delicious water, 

without knowing when to stop; in consequence of which I 

was seized with violent pains in my bowels, but soon found 

relief. 

T 
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It was here that thad an opportunity of ascertaining the 

quantity of water which a camel coulil drink at one draught. 

W c filled a large goat skin fifteen times, containing at least 

four galloNs, and every drop of this water was swallowed 

down by our largest camel, amounting to the enormous 

quantity of sixty gallons, or two barrels. The men kept 

crying out, " Has not that camel done yet? he alone will drink 

the spring dry." It was in effect drained very low; but still 

held out, as the water kept continually running in, though 

slowly. Tllis camel was a very large and old one, about 

nine feet lligh, stout in proportion, and had not drunk any 

water for twenty days, as I was informed by Sidi Hamet: 

but the other camels 'did not drink as much in proportion. 

HalVing finished watering them, we filled two goat skins 

with the water; which had now become thick and whitish; 

as the rock in which tl1e basin was formed for holding it, 

a.ppeared to be chalky, soft, and yielding. vVe descended 

this bank, and after preparing the camels, we were mounted , 

thereon, and proceeded as before, but along to the eastward, 

in this arm of the sea's bed. I call it an arm of the sea, 

because there could be no doubt in the mind of anyone 

who should view it, that these high banks were worn and 

washed by water; they were from six to eight or ten miles 

distant from eaclI other, and the level bottom was encrusted 

with marine salt. The bank rises four or five hW1dred feet, 

and nearly perpendicular, in most places. The broken 
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fragments of rock, gravel and sand, that had been under­

mined by the water, and tumbled down, filled a considerable 

space near the cliffs, and did not appear to hav~ been washed 

by the water for a great numb~r of years. I could not 

account for the incrustation of salt (as we must have been 

at least three hundred miles from the sea; this bottom or 

bed running from east northwardly to the west or S. W.) in 

any other way, than by supposing the sea water had once 

overflowed this level; that it had since either retired from 

that part of the coast, or formed a bar across its mouth, or 

outlet, and thus excluded itself entirely, and that the sea air 

Gombining with the saline deposit or sediment, continued 

this incrustation. 

The curious and interesting springs, before mentioned, 

are situated on the right or nOlth side of this dry bay or 

river, about one hundred feet below the surface of the desert, 

and from three hundred and fifty to four hundf(~d feet from 

the bed or bottom. There was not the smallest sign of their 

ever having overflowed their basins; ther~by leaving it a 

mystery how they ever should have been discovered, as 

there was no rill to serve as a clue. 

Our masters now hurried on to the eastward, to find a 

place to emerge from this dreary abyss, still more gloomy, 

if possible, than the face of the deselt. As we passed along, 

the salt crust crumbled under the feet of our camels, like 

the thin crust of snow. W'e came at length to a spot in the 

'l'.2 
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bank at a kind of point, where we ascended gradually from 

one point to another until within, probably, two hundred 

feet of the top; here we were obliged to dismount, and 

drive, coax, and encourage the camels to go up. The 

asceat was very steep, though in zig-zag directions, and the 

flat rock over which the camels were forced to climb, threw 

them down several times, when our masters would encourage 

them to get up again, by singing and making repeated trials:­

helping them over the bad places by a partial lifting, and 

begging the assistance of God and his prophet most fen'end y, 

as well as of all the saints. 

Having at length reached the surface of the de.sert, they 

stopped a few minutes to let the camels breathe, ' and also 

that we might come up, for Mr_ Savage and Clark could not 

keep pace with the rest of us, on account of their severe 

pains in consequence of overcharging their stomachs with 

water. The desert here had the same' smooth appearance 

we had before observed: no rising of the ground, nor any 

rock, tree, or shrub, to arrest the view within tJie horizon­

all was a dreary, solitary waste, and we could n.ot but admire 

and wonder at the goodness of Providence in providing a 

reservoir of pure fresh water to quench the thirst of the 

traveller and his camel in this dry, salt, and torrid region, 

and we felt an inexpressible gratitude to the Author of our 

being, for having directed our masters to this spot, where 

our lives had been preserved and refreshed by the cool 
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delicious spring, which seemed to be kept there by a 

continual miracle. 

vVe had not gone more than eight miles from the bank , 

(in a N. E. direction) before we stopped for the night: here 

we fOlmd no.lee to screen us from the strong winds, no-r 

bush for the camels to browse on. I judge we had travelled 

five hours this morning, at the rate of seven miles an hour, 

before reaching the bank, and five miles after .getting down 

it, before we came to the spring; making it forty miles to, 

and ten miles from the spring to where we halted for the 

night, so that this day's march was all together at least fifty 

miles. 

The dry bed or bottom before mentioned had probably 

been an inlet or arm of the sea that never was explored by 

Emopeans, or any other civilized men; yet it must have 

had an outlet; and that outlet must be to the southward of 

us, and if so, its mouth must have been at least three hundred 

miles distant. 

Here we ate the remainder of our camel's meat:-we had 

no milk; for neither of our masters' camels yielded any, 

and om share of meat was not more than about an ounce 

each. 

I judged by the height of the north star above the horizon 

that we were in about the latitude of twenty degrees North. 

I now experienced that to have only one want supplied, 
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made us feel the others as less supportable than before; for 

although we had drunk as much fresh water as we could 

contain, and our thirst was in a great measure allayed, still 

we were rendered _extremely uneasy by the gnawings of 

hunger, which, together with our sufferings from the cold 

and piercing wiuds, maQe this a long and restless night. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Joumeying on the Desert-they are hospitably entertained by 

A1'abs, and come to a well of fresh wate1'. 

ON the morning of the 30th, we started very early; three 

of us rode, while the other two walked; taking our turns 

every three hours, or thereabouts. They let the camels walk 

all this day, but their long legs, and the refreshment they 

had enjoyed at the spring, enagled them to step along so 

fast and briskly, that those of us who were on foot, were 

obliged to be on a continual small trot in order to keep up 

with them: the wind aLthe samp. time blowing very strong 

directly against us, and our course' being nearly N. E. 

About two o'clock P. M. Sidi Hamet said to me, " Riley, 

shift Gemel;" (I see a camel;) he was very much rejoi€ed at 

it, and so were his. companions; blllt neither I nor my com­

p~mions could perceiYe any thing of the kind above the 

horizon for two hours after this. . OUF masters had altered 

their course to about East, and at length we all saw a camel, 

appearing like. a speck in the horizon, but we did not reach 

the travellers, who were with a large drove of camels, until' 

sunset. Having come up with the men, they invited our 
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masters to go home with them; the invitation was accepted. 

and we drove our camels along, following them as they went 

towards their tents :-it was dark and quite late before we 

reached them, which were four in number. 

We stopped at a small distance from the tents, and were 

obliged to pluck up a few scattered shrubs, not thicker than 

straw, to ~nake a fire with. Our masters had given us neither 

meat nor drink this day. I begged for some water, and they 

gave us each a very scaNty drink. '''' e had traveUed full 

fourteen hours this day, and at the rate ,of about three miles 

an hour, making a distance of about forty miles. We were 

now in a most piteous situation, extremely chafed and woru 

down with our various and complicated sufferings, and we 

were now to lie on the hard ground without the smallest 

screen; not even a spot of sand on which to rest our wearied 

limbs-we had been promises, "however, something to eat 

by our host, and abol11 11 o'clock at night Sidi Hamet called 

me, and gave. me a bowl containing some boiled meat, which 

I divided into five heaps, and we cast lots for them. This 

meat was very tender, and there was just enough of it to 

fil1 our stomachs: after eating this, we had scarcely lain 

down when ,they brought us a large bowl filled with milk 

and water. This was indeed sumptuous living, notwith­

standing our pains and the severely cold night wind. 

On the morning of the 1st October we were roused up 

early to purSlle our journey. Sidi Hamet now called me 
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aside, and gave me to understand that this man had got my 

ipy glass, and wanted to know what it was worth. I re­

quested him to show it to me, which he did; it was a new 

one I had bought in Gibraltar, and it had not been injured. 

The Arab, tho~gh he did not know the use of it, yet as the 

brass on it glittered, he thought it was worth a vast suni of 

money. Sidi Hamet had }nly seven dollars in money, 

having invested the rest of his property in the purchasing of 

us, "was not able to buy the glass ;-his fancy was as much. 

taken with it, however, as was that of the owner. They had 

also several articles of clothing in their possession, "vllicIt 

gave me reason to infer that "we could not be a great dis­

tance from the place where our vessel was wrecked; but 

there was no method of calculating to any degree of certainty, 

as they all move with such rapidity in their excursions, that 

they seem not to knolV whither, or what distances they go, 

nor could I find out any thing from this man concerning th~ 

wreck. Taking our leave from this truly hospitable man, 

we pursued our course N. E. on the level desert. 

Our masters had been very uneasy all the preceding day. 

on account of meeting with no land marks to direct their 

course; they were in the same dilemma this daYl directing 

their camels by the winds and bearing of the sun; fi .. equently 

stopping and smelling the sand, whenever they carne to 

a small sandy spot, which now and then occurred, but we 

did not cOple ~cross an)' loose drifting sand. We took turns 

"' 
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in riding and walking, or :rath€r trotting, as we had done the 

day before, until the afternoon, when our mast€rs walked, 

(or ratll€r ran,) ~nd permitted us to ride. 

About four o'clock P. M. we saw, and soon fell in with a 

drove of camels, that had been to the northward for water, 

and were then goiBg in a: S. W. direction, with skins full of 

water, and buckets for drawing and watering the camels; 

their owners very civilly invited our masters to take up their 

lodgings with them that night, and we went in company 

with them about two hours, to th€ South, where falling in 

with a very extensive hut shallow valley, we saw about 

fifty tents pitched, and going into the largest clear place, 

unloaded and fettered our camels; to let them browse on the 

leaves and twigs of the small shrubs that gn~w there, or on 

the little low moss, with which the ground was, in many 

places, co"e~ed. As we went along near the tents, the men 

and women cillled me: el Rais, and soon gathered awund 

with their children to look at us, and to wonder. Some in~ 

qui red about my country, my vessel, my family, &c. 

Having satisfied their curiosity, they left us to gather sticks 

to kindle our masters' fire; this done, we found, after con­

siderable search, a: soft spot of sand,to lie down upon, where 

we slept soundly until about midnight, when we were arous€d 

and each of us presen.ted with a good drink of milk: this 

refreshed us, and we slept the remainder of the night, for­

getting our sores and our pains. I reckon w€ 'had travelled 
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this last day about forty miles on a coutSe' of about 

E.N.E. 
On the 2d October we set out, in cOlhpany with all 

these families, and went N orth fifteen or tw¢nty miles, when 

they pitched their tents, and made up a kind of a shelter for 

our masters with two pieces of tent cloth joined together by 

thorns and supported by some sticks. Our masters gave us 

a good drink of water about noon, and at midnight milk 

was brought from all quarters, and each of us had as much 

as he could swallow, and actually swallowed more than our 

poor stomaGhs could retain. 

The tribe did not move, as is cllstomary, on the 2d 

October, waiting, as Sidi Hamet said, for the purpose' of 

feasting us. They gave us as much milk as we could drink 

on the night of the second. Here our masters bought a 

sheep, of which animals tlus tribe had about 'fifty, and they 

were the first we had seen ; but they: were so. poor, that they 

could with difficulty stand and feed upon the brown moss, 

which covered part of the face of the valleys hereabouts, 

and which moss was not more than one inch high. This 

tribe, not unlike all the others we had seen, took no nourish­

ment, except one good drink of milk at midnight, and a 

drink of sour milk and water at mid-day, when they could 

get it. 

On the morning of the 3d October, our ma~ters took 

leave of this hospitable tribe of Arabs, who not only fed 

u 2 
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them, but seelnea desirous that we tlteil' slaves should have 

sufficient nourishment also, and gave us liberally of the best 

they had. Our masters had made a trade with them, and 

exchanged our youngest camel for an old one that was lame 

1n his right fore foot, and one that was not mor~ than half 

grown. The old one they called Colw, (or the lame,) and the 

young , one Goyette, (or the little child.) . The sheep our 

masters purchased was tied, about the neck with a rope, and 

I was obliged to lead it until about noon, when we came to 

a iow valley, with some small bushes in it-in the midst 

there was a well of tolerably go.od water-here we watered 

.the ceamels, and as the sheep could go nQ farther, they killed 

it, .and put jts lean carcass on a camel, after placing its 

.entrails (which they wOlild not allow me time .to cleanse) 

:into the carcass. This well Was about forty feet 'deep, and 

,dug out.a,Jnong the big surrounding 1'oot5. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

They m'rive amongst immense mountains of d1'iving sand-their 

ext1'eme sufferings-their' masters find and steal some barley, 

and Testo}'e it again. 

HA VINC watered our camels, and filled two skins with 

water and drunk as much as 'we needed-they mounted 

Horace on the young camel, and all the others being also 

mounted, we --proceeded on towards the N. E. at a long 

walk, and sometimes a trot, driving the old lame camel 

before us until da:rk night, and I think we travelled thirty­

five miles this day. The entrails of the sheep , were now 

given us for our supper; these we roasted on a fire we made 

for the purpose, and ate them, while our mast(frs finished 

two of the quarters. 

'Ve lay this night without any screen or shelter, and early 

in the morning of the 4th, we set off on ·our journey, all on 

foot, driving our camels before us, on the same kind of fiat 

surface we had hitherto travelled over; but,. about 10 A. M. 

it began to assume a new as.pect, and become sandy. The 

sand where we first entered it, lay in small loose heaps, 

through which it was very difficult to walk, as we sank 1I1 
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nearly to our knees at each step-this sand was scorching 

hot. The camels were now stopped, and all of us mounted 

on them, when on their ,rising up, we saw ?efore u~ vast 

numbers of immense sand hills, stretching as far as the eye 

could reach from the north to the south, heaped up in a 

most terrific manner; we soon arrived among them, and 

were struck with horror at the sight :-huge mountains of 

loose sand, piled up like drifted snow, towered two hundred 

feet above our heads on every side, and seemed to threaten 

destruction to our whole party: not a green nor even a dry 

bush or- shrub of any kind in view to relieve the eye ;-here 

was no path to guide our footsteps, nor had we a compass 

to direct our course, obstructed -by these dreadful ban-iers. 

The trade winds which had hitherto given us so much relief 

on our journey, by refreshiBg our bodies when, heated by 

the rays of an almost perpendicular sun, and which had 

served in some measure to direct our course-even these 

winds, which now blew like a tempest, became our fonni­

dable enemy :-the loose sand flew before its blasts, cutting 

our flesh like hail stones, and very often covering uS fi'om 

each other's sight, while the gusts (which followed each other 

in -quick succession) were rushing by. 

'VV-e were here obliged to dismouut, and drive the camels 

up the sandy steeps after our masters~ who went on before 

to look out for a practicable passage. The camels as well as 

ourselves t rod deep in the sand, and with great difficulty 
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ascended the hills; but they went down them very easily, 

and frequently on a long trot, following our masters. Sidi 

Hamet, Seid, and Abdallah, seemed full of apprehensions 

for their own and our saJety, and were very careful of their 

camels. 

Thus we drove on until dark, when coming to a space 

where the sand was not so much heaped up, being like a 

lake surrounded by mountains, we saw a few shrubs: here 

we stopped for the riight, unloaded, and fettered our camels, 

whose appetites were as keen apparently as ours, for they 

devoured the few leaves, together with the shrubs, which 

were as thick as a man's finger. vVe next prepared a kind 

of shelter with the saddles and some sand for our masteFs 

and ourselves to keep off in s"ome measure the fierce and 

chilling blasts of wind, and the driving sand which piel'ced 

our sores and caused us inuch pain. Having kindled a fire, 

our masters divided the meat that remained of the sheep :­

it was sweet to our taste, though but a mOI:sel, and we 

pounded, chewed and swallowed all the bones, and after­

wards got a drink of water :-then lying down on "the sand, 

we had a comfortable night's sleep, considering our situation. 

I reckon we had made thirty-five miles this day, having 

travelled about eight hours before "we got among the heavy 

sand hills, at the rate of three rillles an hour, and five hours 

among the sand hills, at the rate of two miles an hour. We 
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were all afflicted with a most violent dianhooa, brought 011 , 

no doubt, by excessive drinking and fatigue. 

At daylight on the morning of the 5th, I was ondercd to 

fetch the camels, and took Mr. Savage and Clark with me; 

and the two old ones being fettered, that is, their two fore 

legs being tied within twelve inches of each otIler, they could 

not wandcr far; we soon found them, and I madc the one 

I founa kneel down, and having taken off his fetters, 

mounted it with a good stick in my hand. for its governh1cnt, 

as the Arabs of the Desert use neither bridle nor halter, but 

guide and drive them altogether with a stick, and by words. 

Mr. Savage having found the big camel, took off his fetters, 

intending to make him kneel down in order to get on his 

back ; bnt the old lame camel which had hitherto carried 

no load, and which 11ad occasioned us much trouble, in 

forcing hilll to keep up with the others when on our march, 

now set off on a great trot to the South :-the young one 

followed his example. so did AbdalJah's, and the big one 

started also, running at their greatest speed. Seeing the 

panic of the other camels, I endeavoured to stop them by 

.riding before them with Illy camel, which was the most 

active and fleet; but they would not stop~dodging JIle 

every way; my camel also tried to get rid of its load by 

running, jumping, lying dowll, rolling over and striving to 

bite my legs; but I made shift to get on again before he 
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could rise, and had got somc miles from where I had started, 

keeping near and frequently before the other camels, which 

appeared to be "ery much frightened. Our masters had 

watched us, and when the camels set"off, had started Ofo! a 

full run after them; but had been hid from my view by the 

numerous sand hills, over and among which we passed. 

Finding I could not stop the others, and fearing I should be 

lost myself, I stopped the one I was 011, and Sidi Harnet 

soon coming in sight, ca1led to me to make my camel 

lie down. He mounted it, and after inquiring which way 

the other camels went, (\\'Thich w@re now out of sight,) and 

te1ling me to follow his tracks back to our stuff, he set off 

after them on full speed :-Seid and 'Abdallah followed him 

011 foot, runnillg as fast as possible. I returned; and pick­

ing up a few skins that had jolted off from the little camel, I 

joined Mr. Savage fmd Clark, and ' we reached the place 

where- we had slept, but much. fatigued; and heTe we 

remained for two or three hours before our masters returned 

with the camels. 

We had during this interval tasted the bark of the roots of 

the shrubs which grew on the sand near us-it was bitteF; 

but not ill flavoured, and we Gontinued to eat of it until the 

runaway camels.were brought back; "it elltirely cured OUI' 

dianhrea. They had overtaken the camels with much diffi­

culty, and~ the creatures were, covered w~th sweat and saud. 

x 
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I expected we should receive a flogging as an atonement for 

our carelessness in letting the big camel go, that had been 

fettered, and in particular, that Mr. Savage would be 

punished, whom I did not doubt they had seen, when he 

let his camel escape. So as soon as they got nigh, I began 

to plead for him; but it was all to no purpose, for they 

whipped him with a thick stick (or goad) most unmercifully. 

Mr. Savage did not beg as I should have done in our situa­

tion, and in a similar case, and they believed he had done 

it expressly to give them trouble, and continued to call him 

Fonte, (i. e .. a bad fellow,) all the remaining part of the jour­

ney. Having settled this affair, and put what stuff they had 

on tlhe camels, we mounted them and proceeded,-shaping 

our course, as before, to the E. N. E. as near as the moun­

tains of sand would permit. It was as late as nine o'clock 

when we started, and at eleven, having made about three 

leagHes, winding round the sand hills on a trot, we were 

obliged to dismount. The hills now stood so thick, that 

great care was necessary to prevent getting the camels into 

an inextricable situation between them, and our masters 

went on a head, two of them at a considerable distance, to 

pick the way, and one to direct us how to go ;-the latter 

keeping all the time in sight. The sand was heated (as it 

had been the preceding day) by the rays of the sun, to such 

a degree that it burned our feet and legs, so that the smart 



C,\PTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESER:r. 155 

was more severe than the pain we had before experienced, 

hom our blisters and chafing :-it was like wading through 

glowing embers. 

During the whole of this day, we had looked for shrubs, 

or some green-thing to relieve the eye; but not a speck of 

verdure was to be seen. vVe had no food; our water was 

nearly exhausted, and we saw no sign of finding an end to 

these horrid heaps of drifting sand, or of procuring any 

thing to relieve our fatigues and sufferings, which were now 

really intolerable. "We continued on our route, however, as 

near as clrcumstances would permit, E. N. E. until about 

nine o'clock in the evening, and stopped to rest among the 

high and dreary sand heaps, without a shrub for our camels 

to eat. I calculated we had gone this day hom nine to 

eleven o'clock, twelve miles, and hom that time till we 

stopped, about two miles an hour, making in all thirty-two 

miles. We had nothing to eat; our masters however gave 

us a drink of water, and being fatigued beyond' description, 

we soon sank down and fell asleep. I happened to awake 

in the night, and hearing a heavy roaring to the north ward 

of us, concluded it must be a violent gust of wind or a "hur­

ricane, that would soon bury us in the sand for ever. I 

therefore immediately awakened my companions, who were 

more terrified at the noise even than my;,elf, for a few mo­

r~ents; but when we perceived that the sound came no 

nearer, I was convinced, (~s the wind did not increase,) that ' 

x 2 
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it must be the roaring of the sea against the coast not far ofr. 

This was the first time we had heard the , sea roar <since the 

10th of September; and it proved to us that our master~ 

were going towards the empire of Morocco, as they had 

promised. My comrades were much rejoiced at being unde­

cei,'ed on that subject, for they had all along continued to 

suspect thc contrary, notwithstanding I had constantly told 

them that the courses we steered could not fail of bringing 

us , to the coast. On the 6th, early in the morning, we 

startea, and I found, by inquiring of Sidi Hamct, that our 

conjectures were true; that we were near thc sea, and that 

the roaring we heard (and which still continued) was that 

Qf the surf: he added, . " You will get no more n~ilk," which 

:j:, thought he regretted very much. We continued on our 

course, labouring among the sand hills until noon, when we, 

found, that on our right, and ahead, they became less frc- < 

qucnt, but on our left there was a string of them, and. very: 

high ones, stretching out as far a5 the eye could reach. The 

·~and hills through which we had passed rested on the same 

hal·d and fiat surface I have before mentioned, without 

being attached to it ; for in many places it was blown off, 

leaving naked the rocks and baked soil, between the tower­

ing drifts. 

About noon we left these high sands, and mounting em · 

the camels, proceeded along southward of them, where the · 

.sand was still deep, but not high, on about an East course" 
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Near this line of sand hills our masters discovered two 

camels-they bore about N. E. <lind we made directly for. 

them as fast as possible. On a near approach we observed 

they were loaded, and our masters now took off the sheaths 

from their guns and primed them anew; and upon coming 

near the camels, they dismounted and made us do the . same.· 

\Ve saw no human being. 

The camels had large sacks 011 their backs, made oLtellt 

cloth, and well filled with something; there was also a large 

earthen pot lashed on one of them, and two or three. small 

skin bags. Seid and Abdallah drove these camels on,with: 

ours, observing strict silence while Sidi Harnet was searching· 

for the ownerofthem with his double barrelled gun, cocked. 

and primed. l\1[r. Sayage was on the young camel, and not 

being able to keep up, was a .uuJe or more behind; ,~hen 
Sidi Hamet found the owner of the camels .asleep on the . 

sand near where 1\1r. Savage _was. He went :owards him,: 

keepil1g his gun in readiness to fire, until he. saw the other. 

ha~ no fire-arms, and was fast asleep; when stepping care­

fully up, he snatched a small bag from near the sleeper's 

head, and went slowly away with it until past the fear of 

waking him. He then assisted in driving Mr. Savage's camel 

along, a.nd they soon came up with us, where Seid and Ab- . 

dallah had made the two loaded c<limels Jie down between 

some small hillocks of sand. They untied the mouth of one 

of the sacks, and behold its contents were harley' . This -was 
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the first bread stuff we had seen, and it gave us new hopes ; 

they poured out about fifty pounds of it, I should guess, and 

put it into a large leatherm bag of their own; then tying up the 

neck of the sack again, they made the camels get up with 

their loads. They now began to examine the contents of the 

small bags, and found them to consist of <lJ number of small 

articles; but the one that was taken from near the Arab's 

head was partly filled witl.!. barley meal. They were all over­

joyed at this discovery, and immediately poured out some 

of it into a bowl; mixed it with water, and ate it; then 

giving us about a quart of .water between us, with a handful 

of this IDeaJ in it, making a most delicious gruel, they hur­

ried tiS on to our camels, and set off to the S. E. on a long 

trot, leaving the strange camels to themselves. 

We had not proceeded more than half an hour, before we 

saw a man running swiftly in chase of us, and hallooing to 

make our masters stop; they knew he must be the owner of 

the"camels they had robbed, and paid no other attention to 

him than to push on the camels faster. Sidi Hamet now 

told me that that fellow was a " poor devil-he has not even 

a musket," said he, " and he let me take this bag while he 

was asleep." The man gained on us very fast. I was afraid" 

he would get back what had been taken from him by our 

masters, especially the barley-so were my shipmates; one 

of whom wished he had a loaded musket-saying, " I would 

soon stop him if I had one, and thus save the barley." Our 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 15~ 

masters made their signs for this man to go back, but he 

continued to advance, while our Arab masters, finding he 

would come up, kept their guns cocked in their hands, and 

ready to fire on him, though he had n0 other arms than a 

scimitar; and drawing near they halted, upon which the 

stranger maklng an appeal to God and bowing himself down 

and worshipping, declared that he had lost a part of his 

property, and that he knew they must have taken it; that 

he was their brother, and would rather die than commit a 

bad action, or suffer others to do it with impunity :- " You 

have fire-arms," (Celibeatahs,) said he, " and believe you 

can kill me in an instant ; but the God of justice is my 

shield, and will protect the innocent-I do not fear you."­

Sidi Hamet then told him to leave his scimitar where he was, 

and approach without fear, and then making our camels 

kneel down, we all dismounted. The stranger upon this 

came forward and asked-" Is it peace.?" -" It is," was the 

reply of Sidi Hamet; they then saluted each, other with­

" Peace be with you-peace be to your house-to all your 

friends," &c. &c. and shaking one another in a most cordial 

manner by the hand, seated themselves in a circle on the 

ground. After a long debate, in which our masters justified 

themselves for having taken the provision without leave, 

because we, their slaves, were in a state of starvation, which 

'was very true, they added-" You would not have refused 

them a morsel, if you had been awake !"-and it was tl1ere-
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upon finally agreed, to restore all that they had taken: so 

they made us clear a plaGe on the ground that was hard, and 

pour out the barh~y from our bag. They also gave him up 

his bag of meal, whiGh had been much lightened, and a very 

small bag, which I supposed to contain opium; this they 

said was all they had taken :-then after they had prayed 

together; we all mounted our camels and proceeded on our 

journey. Religion and honour even among thieves! thought I. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Continuation of the Journey on the Desel't-seve1'al singulm' 

occurrences-they come within sight of the Ocean. 

THIS had detained us about an hour: Mr. Savage was put 

on the old camel, which still continued very lame, and 

Horace on the smallest. These camels could not keep pace 

with the others, and both Mr. Savage and Horace were 

severely flogged for what our masters called bad manage': 

ment: though the true reason I suspected was the loss of 

the stolen barley, which had put them in a bad humour. 

We kept on to the East as fast as the camels could go, until 

late in the evening, when hearing the voices of men halleo­

ing to each other, at a short distance on ' Qur left, our 

masters seemed much fi'ightened; kept all still; and finding 

a deep hollow, we silently descended its steep bank, leaving 

OlIT little camel w::ith his legs tied, on the level above, as he 

was so far worn down by fatigue that he could scarcely 

walk. 'Vhen we got to the bottom of it, we fourid a con­

siderable number of small bushes, and having taken the 

saddles from off the ' camels and fettered their fore legs 

together, as usual, we let them go to feed. I calculate we, 
y 
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travelled seven hours this day, at two miles an hour, among 

the sand hills; then two hours on camels, until we came to 

the strange ones, at the rate of six miles an hour, including 

two stops, say two hours; then from four until about 10 P. M. 

six hours at five miles an hour-total this day, fifty-six miles . 

. As soon as the camels were fettered, our masters examined 

their guns, and having ascertained that they were well 

primed-ascended the sand hills in this valley, (for there 

was much drifted sand about it in scattering heaps, and it 
appeared to have once been a river,. whose bed was now 

dry.) They bade us all follow them, and went first to the 

lowest part of the valley; then ascending the steep sides of 

the sand drifts, made us crawl after them on our hands and 

Imees. After they had gained the top, and waiting for us 

to climb up, they set up the most tremendous howling I had 

eyer b@fore heard-one counterfeiting the tone of a tiger, 

the othe~' the roar of a lion, and the third the sharp frightful 

yell of a famished wolf. Having kept up this concert for 

some time, they again proceeded, mounting and descending, 

and searching for tracks, &c. 

I was much terrified, I confess, and expected they were 

hunting for the people we had heard halloo when we entered 

the valley; to rob and murder them, and that we were to 

share their danger, and carry their spoil. But after they 

had kept us mounting and descending about two hours, 

.they found a snug retreat, surrounded on alii sides by high 
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sand drifts, where however a few small bushes were grow­

ing: they n)ade us lie down in the deep sand, and afteL' 

continuing their howlings for about half an hour, bade us 

go to sleep, which we much needed, as our fatigues were. 

excessive: th<4' had not suffered us to make the least noise 

since we reached the valley-nor did they themselves make 

any, except in imitation of wild ferocious beasts. I was 

now full,}' persuaded that they were actuated by feelings of 

fear and not views of plunder in these manreuvres; and 

taking a station with their guns in their hands around us, as 

if afraid they should lose their slaves, we soon forgot our 

troubles in the anns of sleep, and did not awake until the 

morning of the '7th, when we repaired to oUf camels and 

found every thing safe. There were more camels, which we 

saw in the open valley, browsing upon the bushes, which 

grew higher here than an,}' we had hitherto seen; they were 

of a different species, and not clothed \vith long thorns. 

Just as we were ready to set off on our journey, ·an old 

woman ami a boy came where we were; the woman ap­

peared very friendly, made inquiries respecting our situa­

tion, and if our masters as well as ourselves were not 

hungry; and finding that we were irideed in want of food, 

she sent off her bo)', who soon returned with the boiled 

;emains of what I conceiyed to have been a sheep or goat, 

consisting of the entrails and a few bones; of these our 

masters ate the greatest part, but gave us the remainder-

Y2 

• 
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that is to say, . the bones, which we were very glad to get, 

bare as they were, for our hunger was extreme. 

Having gnawed and swallowed this hard food, and drunk 

about half a pint of water each, coloured with sour milk, 

which the old 'Woman kindly gave us, we proceeded on our 

journey, mounting this dry river's bed or gully, whicp had 

been acted upon by water at no very remote period. 'Ve 

here saw the first bushes that deserved that name, since we 

had been OIl this continent They appeared to be of tllt: 

wiUo.w kind, some of them as large as a man's leg, and 

about fifteen feet in height. It was with much difficulty the 

camels could ascend this bank, but when we did reach its 

sllmmit, we found ourselves 011 the same level desert as we 

had before travelled on: our view on every side was bounded 

only by the distant horizon, except on our left, where a long 

string of .sand-drifts of great height intercepted it. Near 

these sand hills we discovered a man mounted on a camel; 

he rode swiftly towards us, which our masters observing, 

·while he was yet a great way off, dismounted from their 

camels to wait f~)f has approach. Myself and Mr. Savage 

;:were on foot, making the best of our way along. 'We, saw 

our masters dig holes in the sand, and bury two small bags 

which they had stolen from the stranger the day before, at 

the time they helped themselves .to the barley. The man 

on his camel soon came up, and we recognized him as 

the same our masters had plnudered; he had followed us 
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on, and now told them they had- stolen his goods and de­

ceived him besides. 

Our masters denied the charge, and after showing him 

that they had nothing about them of the kind he described, 

told him to satisfy himself fully, and to go and search their 

stuff on the camels; protesting at the same time that be 

accused them wrongfully, and calling God to witness that 

they had nothing of his in their possession. The man 

seemed satisfied with their protestatioris, and rode off 

without further examination. ,\Ve were going on during 

this time, and they remained on the -spot to dig up the 

treasme after its owner had left them. When they came up 

with us, SiCli Hamet said to me, "that fellm~ wanted his 

bags and things, but he has not got them yet:" he then 

showed me the bags and their contents. There was a smaH 

box in one of the bags, containing opium and- several 

hollow sticks of the thickness of a man's finger, and six or 

eight inches long ; these were filled with what I · supposed to 

be gold dust; the other bag contained tobacco stalks, and 

the roots of an herb, which I afterwards understood to be a 

specific remedy for evil eyes, or witchcraft; this they 

esteemed as of great value, even-more than-the gold dust 

and opium: the natives smoke this root through the leg or 

thigh bone of a sheep or goat, they having no other pipes, 

and then conceit themselves invulnerable. I confess I was 

not much pleased ~the discovery of our masters' propensity 
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to thieving, and could not help being apprehensive of the 

consequences that might result from such licentiousness, 

affecting our safety and prospects of release. We travelled 

fast most of this day, and must have made thirty-five miles 

·on about an E. N. E. course. It was late when we stopped 

for the night: we were on a hard surface, and had neither 

shrub, nor indeed any other thing to fend off the cold night 

wind, which blew extremely fierce from the N.N.E. 

October the 8th, we started very early and rode on rapidly 

until the afternoon, when some camels' tracks were dis­

covered, at which our masters seemed very much rejoiced, 

for they were extmmely hungry and thirsty. We followed 

these tracks until about four P. M. (they being nearly on 

our course,) when we came in sight of a large drove of 

camels feeding on the scattered shrubbery in a small shallow 

valley, with a few sheep and goats, which were nibbling a 

short brown moss, not mbre than an im:h in height, that 

grew round about in ·spots. After due salutations, which were 

very long and tedious, the owners of the flocks and herds 

invited our masters to remain with them for the night, which 

may well be supposed was readily accepted ; we having 

travelled this day about forty-five miles. They showed our 

masters the way to their tents, who, after bidding us follow, 

set off for them on a fall trot: we reached them in. about 

half an hour; there wel'e about twenty in number-pitched 

in a I1ttle valley near a small thicket of thorn trees, I call 
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them trees, because they were much larger than any vegetable 

productions we had yet seen in this country-a few of them 

might be eight inches in diameter. Our masters had already 

killed a kid they had bought, and were employed in dressing 

it: which being prepared and boiled soon after dark, our 

masters gave ilSthe entrails, which we immediately devoured 

though not cleaned, and nearly raw, as we had not patience 

to wait till they were roasted sufficiently; they then offered 

some of the meat to the Arabs, who were sitting around 

them on the ground, but as they only came to gratify their 

cmiosity in viewing us, they did not accept of any. This 

was the first time I had known any of them refuse so 

tempting an offer; and I could not but consider it as a 

favourable omen, and that the land was becoming more 

fertile and productive as we advanced on our journey, and 

that we must shortly escape from this horrible desert. 

After we had swallowed our morsel, these people gave each 

of us a good drink of water, and at midnight (the hour set apart 

by the Arabs for taking tl~eir refreshment) they a,vaked me and 

gave me a bowJ, containing probably four or five pounds of 

a kind of stirabout, or hasty pudding, in the centre of which, 

in a hole made for the purpose, there was poured a pint or 

more of good sweet milk :-we quickly seated ourselves in 

a circle around the bowl, and though it was quite hot, we 

swallowed it in a moment. Thls was the most delicious fooel 

I ever tasted ; the effect it produced on my palate has never 
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since been effaced from my memory, and my companions 

agreed with me, that nothing half so sweet had ever before 

entered their mouths; and as we all took it up with our 

hands, each one accused the other of eating like a hog, and 

of dcvouri\lg more than his equal share. I endeavoured to 

convince them that it could not be more equally divided, as 

each put his hand to his mouth as fast as he could. Not­

withstanding evcry one, by the irresistible impatience of 

hunger, bUl"llt his mouth and throat, yet this dish WetS un­

speakably grateful: for hunger, suficriugs and fatigue had 

absolutely reduced us to skeletons: it warllled our stomachs, 

and checked the dyscntery, which had bcell extremely dis­

tressing for several days past. This was the first kind 

bread we had tasted since we left the wreck. 

Our masters had becn ver'y much out of humour (probably 

owing to hunger) for several days, and beat my shipmates 

ofi.entillles most unmercifully, who, ill their turn, smarting 

under the lash, and suffering incredibly fi"om their sores, 

f~l,tigues and privations, became as cross as wild bears, not­

with -tanding I did all in my powcr to lighten their burdens, 

relieve their fittigues, and intercede for and beg them off 

when our master were about to beat them, and fi-equently 

~\'alkillg that they might ride; yet one of them would often 

curse me to 111)' face, and load me with the most oppro­

brious epithets. My kindlle s ccmecl but to inflame his 

p tulcncc, and to excitt: in him a strange animosity, so that 
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III the raving of his distempered imagination, he declared 

that he hated the sight of me, and that my very smiles were 

more cutting to him than daggers presented to his naked 

breast: he seemed indeed to be transformed into a perfect 

savage in disposition, nor did this rankling humour forsake 

him until I showed him in Suze a letter I there received fi'om 

Mr. Willshire, assuring me he would shOltly redeem us from 

slavery. 

Early on the morning of the 9th, we set forward in a N. 

Easte~ly direction, and having travelled about ten hours on 

the camels, at the rate of four miles an hour, we came to a 

deep \Yell, situated in the midst of a cluster of high bushes; 

h€re was a large company of men watering many droves of 

camels that were round about. These people saluted our 

masters in a friendly manner, when they came up. I was 

preparing to assist in drawing water for our camels, but 

Sidi Hamet would not. permit me or my companions to 

work; indeed we were so extremely reduced and , weak, that 

we could not without difficulty stand steady on our feet, 

though (from what cause I know llOt) our sores were fast 

healing, and our skins uniting in aH parts over our bodies. 

W hile Seid and Abdallah were busied in draw~ng water 

fOT our camels, an Arab came up 'with one, and led him to 

our masters' watering tub or bowl, which Seid observing, 

bade him desist; 'but the strange Arab swore his camel 

should drink there, and he (Seid) should draw water for 

z 
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him. This kindled the resentment of Seid; he left his 

bucket, ran up to the Arab, and gave him a heavy blow on 

his face with his fist, which staggered him near to falling; 

but recovering himself, he drew his scimitar, and made a 

powerful thrust at Seid, who saved his life by springing 

suddenly from him, and the scimitar but slightly pricked 

his breast. Sidi Hamet had by this time seized and UIl­

'sheathed his gun, and presented it to the Arab's breast within 

a yard's distance, ready to blow him through. When he 

was about to fire, his hand was seized by one of the by­

standeFs, and others of them rushing between the combatants 

to prevent bloodshed, laid hold of Seid and his antagonist, 

and having separated them by main force, they removed the 

Arab to the other side of the well, where some of the 

company drew water for his camel, which having drunk its 

.fill, they sent the fellow off, muttering curses as he went 

away. Our masters, during all this time, were so exasperated 

at the conduct of this man, that nothing less than the 

strength of superior numbers would have prevented them 

from putting him to death, and all the company agreed that 

they had been grossly insulted, especially as they were 

strangers. 

When our camels had finished drinking at this well, the 

wateF of which was very brackish, we were mounted, and 

proceeded farther east for about one hour's ride, where we 

found two more wells, which appeared to have been lately 
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dug, and the water they contained was very salt. Here was 

a large drove of camels (probably one hundred) to be 

watered, and they obliged me to assist in drawing water 

until they had all finished; my master encouraging me, by 

saying, "their Qwner was a very good man, and would give 

us food." It was about sunset when we had finished drawing 

water, and we followed the valley in which we were for about 

three miles east, when we came to the tent we had been in 

quest of: here was no lee to keep off the cold wind, nor did 

we get any thing to eat, notwithstanding our masters had 

praised the liberality of our host, and tried by every means 

to obtain some provisions from him. I soon found his 

goodness was like that of many others; (i. e.) he was n(') 

longer liberal than while there was a prospect of profit. I 

pJ"esume we travelled forty-five miles this day. 

As soon as daylight appeared on the morning of the 10th, 

we set forward, all mounted on the camels, and kept on 

steadily until night over this most dreary desert, and came to 

a halt long after dark, without any thing to keep off the wind, 

which was blowing a strong gale. We travelled this day 

about thirteen hours, at four miles an hour; as the camels 

went all day on a quick walk, we must have made at least 

fifty-two miles E. N. E. 

Oct. the 11th, we set off very early on a fun trot, and went 

on until about noon, seven hours, at six miles an hour, when 

the land before us appeared.. broken, and we descended gra-

: 
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dually into a deep valley, whose bottom was covered with 

sand; and 011 both sides of us, at a great distance, we saw 

very high and steep banks like those of a river, and followed 

the tongue of land that separated them. Our course was 

nearly East. At about two P.M. our masters said they saw 

.camels ahead, but we could not perceive them for a long 

time after, when keeping on a great trot, we carne up with a 

drove about six P. M. 'rVe could however find no owners, 

nor in fact any human being; for all had fled and 11id them­

selves, probably from fear of being robbed, or that contri­

butions might be levied on their charity for some provisions. 

We searched some time for the owners of these camels, but 

not finding them we continued Oil, and having come to the 

abrupt end of the tongB.e of land on which we had been tra­

velling, we descended into the river's bed, which was dry 

and soft. Pushing forward, we reached a large cluster of 

bush~s, which appeared like, an island in a lake, when seen 

at a distance, and I suppose it was ten o'clock at night 

before we arrived at the spot, though we saw it in the distant 

horizon long before dark. As we entered among the bushes, 

our masters preserved a profound silence; and having found 

a dear spot of about twenty yards in diameter, encircled by ' 

high bushes, which kept off the wind, we stopped there for 

the night; having travelled that day for the space of about 

fourteen hours, at the rate of five miles an hour, making a 

-distance of seventy miles. "\,\r e had nothing this night where-
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with to alia.), our hunger; our fatigues and snfieriugs may 

be more easily conceived than expressed; yet as we were 

sheltered from the night winds, we slept very soundly until 

,re were roused up to continue our journey. 

On the 12th_ October, as soon as daylight appeared, we 

watered the camels at a well of brackish water near the 

bushes before mentioned. Our masters had been careful 

not to make the least noise during the night, nor to kindle a 

fire, fearing they should be discovered and surprized by 

some more powerful palty; but neither foe nOI: friend 

appeared; and having filled a skin with some of this 

brackish water, we descended a second steep bank to the 

bottom, or lowest part of this river's bed, which was then 

dry, sandy, and encrusted with salt; it appeared very white, 

and crumbled under the feet of our camels, making a loud, 

crackling noise. The reasons of this bed being then with­

out water, appeared to be the recess of the tide.: its left bank 

rose very high in perpendicular cliffs, while its right was 

sloping and covered with sand, evidently blown by the 

winds from the sea beach, and which Jay il'J. drifts up to its 

very summit. This bay (for it can be nothrng else) ran into 

tile land from near a S. "V. to a "V vest direction, and was not 

more than eight or ten miles wide here, which I afterwards 

found was near its mouth, but was very broad within, and 

extended a great distance into the country; for since we 

entered its former bed we had travelled twelve hours, at the 
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rate of five miles an hour, making sixty miles, and it then 

extended farther than the eye could reach to the S. W. 

The steep banks on both sides, which were four or five 

hundred feet high, showed most evident signs of their having 

been washed by sea water from their base t.o near their sum~ 

mits, .(but at a very rem.ote period,) and that the sea had 

gradually retired fr.om them. Our masters being in a , state 

of starvation; their ill humour increased exceedingly, when 

about nine o'clock in the forenoon we saw two men, driving 

two camels, come d.own the sand hills .on our right. Our 

masters rode .off t.o meet them, and having made the neces~ 

sary inquiries, returned t.o us, who had conti,nued going for­

ward, accompanied by Abdallah. Sidi Hamet informed us 

that there were goats in an E. S. E. directi.on n.ot far distant, 

and that we should soon have some meat; so we c.ommenced 

climbing over the high hills .of sand, in order that we might 

fall in with them. In ascending these hills, which were 

extremely difficult and long, our old lame camel gave out, 

having fallen down several times, which caused much delay, 

so finding him nearly expiring, we abandoned him and pr.o~ 

ceeded on; th.ough this circumstance of losing the camel 

also helped to j.ncrease the rage of our masters, wh.o now 

behaved like madmen. As we were climbing up, we per­

ceived a hole dug in the sand, and we weFe told that the 

entrails .of a camel had been roasted there, which Seid dis. 

covered by applying his nosefo the surrounding earth. Sidi 
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Hamet having gone on before us with his gun, we had 

already ascended several miles of this steep and sandy bank, 

and on arriving near the level of the surrounding country. 

we heard the report of a musket fired, at no great distance 

from where we were, and soon perceived Sidi Hamet, 

' accompanied by another Arab, driving a flock of goats 

before them. This Arab was much intimidated at the sight 

and report of a gun, for my master had fired off one of the 

barrels to frighten him. When the goats carne near us, our 

-masters, who considered possession as a very important pre­

liminary, ran in among the flock, and seized four of them, 

which they gave into our charge, until they should settle 

about the price with their owner, who was alone and unarmed, 

but at this moment he was joined by his wife :-she had not 

been at all frightened, and commenced scolding at our mas­

ters most immoderately and loudly:-she said, she would 

not consent to part with the goats, even if her husband did, 

and insisted on knowing Sidi Hamet's name: , this he told 

her, and she then began to tantalize.him for being so cow­

ardly as to rob an unarmed man; said the whole country 

should ring with his name and actions, and she did not 

doubt but she could find some man who would revenge this 

injury-her husband all this time strove to stop her tongue, 

but to no purpose; nor did she cease scolding until Seid 

. presented his gun to her breast, and threatened her, if she 

spoke another word, to blow her to pieces. This compelled 

". 

\ 
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her to pause a moment, while our masters (taking advantage 

of her silence) informed them that he had left a good camel 

a little distance behind, which being only ti.Fed, could not 

proceed with them, and that he would gi\;e them this camel 

in exchange for these four goats. I could plainly discover, 

however, that these people did not believe him. Sidi Hamet 

nevertheless spoke the truth in palt; a 'camel was indeed 

left behind, but not a good one; yet as there was no alter­

native, they were necessitated to submit; the woman how­

'ever insisted 011 exchanging one goat we had for another­

which our masters assented to, merely to gratify her ca­

price. 

This business being thus settled, which had taken up 

nearly an hour's time, our goats were tied fast to each other 

by their necks, and given into my charge; leaving Mr. 

Savage and Horace to assist in driving them. Clark and 

Hums were ordered to drive the camels, whilst our masters, 

·a little less fi'etful than before, went forward to pick out a 

practicable passage for them and the goats, while my party 

brought up the rear. The goats were difficult to m.anage, 

but we continued to drive them along, and generally within 

sight of the camels, though with great fatigue and exertion. 

Our hunger and thirst were excessive-the direct heat of the 

Slln, as well as that reflected from the deep and yielding 

sands, was intense. lVIr. Savage found here a very ShOlt 

green weed, which he pulled and ate, telling J;ne it was most 
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delicious, and as sweet as honey, but I begged him. not to 

swallow any of it until I should ask our masters what was . 

the nature of it, for it might be poison; and I refused to 

touch it myself, though it looked tempting. In our dis- . 

tressed condition, however, he thought a green thing that . 

tasted so well could do him no harm, and continued to eat 

whateyer he could find of it, which (happily for him) was 

not much; but in a short time he was convinced to the con­

trary, for he soon began to vomit violently:-this alarmed 

me for his safety, and I examined: the weed he had been so 

• delighted with, and after a close investigation, I was con­

vinced it was no other than what is called in America the 

Indian tobacco. Its effects were also similar ; but how these . 

plants came to grow on those sands I cannot conceive. 

IVIr. Savage continued to vomit by spells for two hours or 

more, which, as he had very little in his stomach, strained it 

so excessively as to bring forth blood. I could not wait for 

him, because both our masters, their camels, and our ship­

mates, were already out of sight. When he could proceed 

no farther, he would stop and vomit, and then by running 

(though in great distress) as fast as he was able, come up 

with us again. I encouraged him all I could-told him 

what the herb was, and that its effects need not be dreaded. 

Ever since we had been coming near the summit of the 

land, we had discerned the sea; thougll at a great distance 

ahead and on our left, but as it appeared dark and smooth 

A A 
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in the distant horizon, I supposed it to be an extensive 

ridge of high woodland, and hoped we should soon reach it. 

as our course bent that way, and that this would prove to 

be the termination of the Desert. Horace, however, thought 

it appeared too dark and smooth for land, and regarding it 

agam attentively, I discovered it was in fact the ocean, and 

I could plainly distinguish its mountainous waves as they 

rolled along, for it was greatly agitated by fierce winds. 

This was the first view we had had of the sea since we were 

made slaves: it was a highly gratifying sight to us all, and 

particularly so, as it was quite unexpected; and it very 

much revived the spirits of myself and desponding com­

panions. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

They tmvel along-the sea-coast under high banks-fall in with 

and join a company of Arabs-travel in the night for feal' 

of l'obbers-Mr. Savage faints-is near being massacred, and 

l'escued by the author. 

DISCERNING the tracks of our camels, which we had lost 

sight of for a time, as they had crossed over rocks, where 

they had descended through a rent or chasm, partly covered 

with high drifts of loose sand towards the sea-shore, we 

followed them down immensely steep sand hills, to a tole· 

rably inclined plane, between the first and second banks of 

the sea; which, from appearances, had once washed the 

upper bank, but had long since retired :-the inclined plane 

had also been a beach for ages, where the stones, that now 

covered its surface, had been tossed and rounded, by strik­

ing against one another. 

From this beach the ocean had also retired, and noW' 

washed other perpendicular cliffs of one hundred fee~ or 

more in height, at a distance of six or eight miles to the 

northward of the former ones, which appeared to rise in 

abrupt, _and in many places, overhanging cliffs of rocks to 

the height of three hundred feet. We had made our way 

AA2 
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through these cliffs, by means of a hollow, seemingly formed 

on purpose for a passage~ as it was the only one in view: 

and as I did not know which way our masters went, I had 

stopped to view the surrounding prospect, and now give 

what was then my impression. I was at a loss which way 

~o . steer my course, but our masters, who were concealed 

behind a small hillock on our left, discovering myembar­

rassment, now caJled to me, where I soon joined them. It 

was now nearly dark, and there were three or four families 

of Arabs near, sitting under a shelter made of skins extended 

by poles: here our camels were turned up to browse, and 

we were ordered to collect brush, which grew on the steep 

side of the banks, to make a fire, and to keep off the wind 

during the night. Mr. Savage was entirely exhausted, and 

I requested him to lie do~vn on the ground, whilst the rest 

of us gathered the bushes required; but when I came in 

with my handful, Seid was beating him with a stick to make 

him assist. I begged he would permit Mr. Savage to re­

main where he was; told him he was sick, and that I would 

perform his share of the labour. Sidi Hamet now returned 

and killed one of the goats, of which they gave us the 

entrails; a seasonable relief indeed, and we were allowed to 

drink a little of the soup they were boiled in, and a small 

piece of meat was divided between us; and each received a 

drink of water: I had before stolel~ a drink for Mr. Savage, 

whose bloody vomit continued. In the course of the night 



CAPTIVITY IN TIlE GREAT DF.SERT. 181 

they gaye us .a small quantity of the ~ame kind of pudding 

we had before tasted, but as Mr. Savage was sick, they 

refused to give him any, saying, " he had already eaten too 

much of something, but they did not know what." Sidi 

Hamet, howev~, saved a little of the pudding rn a bowl for 

him, and as he seemed unwilling to die with hunger, I gave 

him part of the pudding I had, and saved my share of meat 

for him until the morning. Our hunger and thirst being 

somewhat appeased, we slept this night pretty soundly. We 

. had travelled this day about thirty miles. 

October the 14th, early in the morning, we took leave of 

these Arabs, but while we were busied in getting off, Ab­

dallah seized on Mr. Savage's pudding in the bowl as a 

good prize, and sWclllowed it in an instant; so that nothing 

but my care of Mr. Savage saved him from fainting and 

consequent death on this day. Our masters had purchased 

two more goats fron) those Arabs, which increased our 

number to five; these we were forced to drive, a;nd we kept 

along the sea-shore the whole of this day. On our right 

the original sea-shore (or bank) rose nearly three hundred 

feet perpendicularly, and in many places, in overhanging, 

cliffs. The inclined plane on which we travelled was from 

three to six or eight miles wide, and very regular; covered 

with pebbles and many round stones; among which grew 

here and there· a few dwarf bushes of different kinds from 

- ",hat I had seen before in various PaIts of the world. A 
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little to our left the plane broke off abruptly, and the ocean 

appeared. The bank was from one hundred and fifty to 

two hundred feet high above the level of the sea, and mostly 

perpendicular, against which the heavy surges dashed with 

great fMry, sounding like loud peals of distant thunder. Our 

course and that of the shore was about east, and near dark 

we fell in with foul' families of Arabs who were about 

pitching their tents neal' the sea-shore. 0 Our masters went 

and introduced themselves to the one who appeared to be 

their chief or the principal character among them, and whose 

name was Hassar. They soon became acquainted, and it 

was ascertained that Hassar and his wife, together with four 

men that were with him, and their families, were going the 

same route that we were, upon which our masters agreed to 

join company. 

Hassar's wife, wnose Name was Tamar, and appeared to 

be an uncommonly intelligent woman, addressed me in 

brokeN Spanish and AraIDic mixed :-she said she had saved 

the lives of some Spaniards who had been wrecked on that 

coast a great many years ago; that a vessel came for them, 

and that she went to Lanzar·CJte (one of the Canary Islands) 

to get som€ goods which the Spanish captail1 promised to 

deliver her father, who kept three of the men until the 

Spanial'd sll.Ould have fulfilled his contract, and brought her 

back. She mpresented to me the manner in which the 

hOllses in Lanzarote were built, and described the forts and 
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batteries with their cannon, &c. so very clearly and accu­

rately, that I had no doubt but that she must have seen 

them, and I gave her to understand I had been there also. 

She said Lanzarote was a bad country, and told us we 

should not die with hunger while we remained in her com­

pany. 

We travelled on the 14th about twenty miles. In the 

night our masters killed a goat and gave us a part of the 

meat as well as of the entrails; Hassar's wife also gave us a 

small quantity of the pudding before mentioned, which the 

Arabs call Lhash, and here we had a good night's sleep. 

October the 15th, early in the morning, Hassar and his 

company struck their tents, and all these families proceeded 

on with us until near night, when we came to a very deep 

gully, which we could not pass in any other way than by 

going down the bank on to the sea beach; and as it was law 

tide, there was a kind of pathway where camels had gone 

down before us. vVe descended, and there found a tent 

with an Arab family in it just below the high bank; so 

sending op. the camels, Sidi Hamet made us stop here a 

few moments. The owner of the tent pretended to speak 

Spanish, but in fact knew only a few detached words of 

that language ; he mentioned to me that he knew I had 

promised Sidi Hamet that my friend in Swearah would pay 

him the amount I had bargained for, stating the sum: 
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wished me to give the pantaloons to Clark or Horace, but I 

gave them to Mr. Savage, althongh they insisted he was 

fonte, or a bad fellow . . 

Having got up the steep bank again, after wading 

through the salt- water, which was nearly up to our. hips, 

and one hundred yards broad, we encamped for the night 

on high dry land, and at dark our masters, taking Horace 

and myself with them, went near a few tents close by the 

sea, where we were presented with a quantity of dried 

muscles, which, though very salt, we found excellent : these 

we divided among our shipmates: I conjecture we had 

made twenty-five miles this day. Here our masters killed 

their remaining goats, boiled and ate their entrails and most 

of their meat, as all present were hUllgry, and would have 

some in spite of every opposition ; so that our share was' 

seized and swallowed by others. 

October the 16th, we made ready and started very early, 

but went on slowly, keeping near the sea-shore, and mostly 

in the broken grounds, caused by its former washings. Our 

masters seemed very fearful all this day, and told me there 

were many robbers and bad men hereahouts, who would 

endeavour to seize and carry us off, and that they could 

throw large stones with great force and precision. vVe had 

not trayelled more than fifteen miles before sunset, and 

night coming on, our masters, who had mounted Mr, 

Savage, Clark, and Burns on the camels, drove them oil at 

B B 



186 RILEY'S SHIPWRECK, AND 

a great rate, while myself and HOI;ace were obliged to keep 

up with them by running on foot. All this t~me they had 

their guns in their hands unsheathed, and when Horace and 

myself were obliged occasionally to stop, one of them 

always stayed witlil us, and then hurried us on as fast as 

possible. In this man,ner we proceeded on until about 

midnight, when coming to a deep gully, Mr. Savage and 

Clark were dismounted, and Horace and myself placed on 

the camels. Descending the valley, we found it full of high 

sand drifts, and proceeded without makiQ.g the least noise: 

the valley was wide) ~nd the sand lyitlg i~l it had no doubt 

been driven from the sea beach by the wind. An the 

women and children at tro.is time were running on foot. 

After reaching with much labour the other side of the valley> 

and the summit beyond it, we found the whole surface of 

the ground making an even inclined plane, covered with 

deep drifts of loose sand. I had b,een riding, I think, about 

two hours, when Glark, who was a considel·able distance 

behind, called to me, atld said, " Mr. Savage has fainted 

away, and they are flogging him with sticks." I instantly 

slipi)ed off my camel, and ran to relieve him as fast as 

my legs would carry me. Seid was stliking his apparent 

hfeless body, whicro. lay stretched on the ground, with a 

heavy stick: Hassar had seized him by the beard with one 

hand, and with tl1e other held a sharp scimitar, with which 

he was in the act of cutting his throat. I laid hold of 
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Hassar, jerked him away, and clasping the body of Mr. 

Savage in my arms, raised him up, and called fOl' water. 

H assar would have run me through with his soimitar, but 

Sidi H amet arrested and prevented him. I expected to lose 

my life, but h~d determined to save Ml'. Savage's at all 

hazards. Our masters and the whole company of men, 

women, and childre~, were around me: they weJ:e possessed 

with the belief that he was pel'verse and obstinate, and that 

he would not exert himself to proceed at a time when they 

were in haste to go on, lest they should fall into the hands 

of robbers; for which reason they had determined to kill 

him. I made Sidi Hamet, however, aI1d the others w1der­

stand, that he had fainted through hUliger and excessive 

fatigue, and that he was n0t preverse in this instance. This 

surprized them exceedingly: they had never before heard 

of such a thing as fan.nting. Sidi Hamet ordered a camel 

to be brought, and a drink of water to be given him, and 

when he revived, this Arab shed tears; then putting him 

and Clark on a camel, one to steady the other, they p ro­

ceeded. Sidi Hamet desired me to get on with Horace and 

ride, saying, with a SBeer-" the English· are good for 

nothing-you see even our women and children can walk 

and run." I told him I could walk, that I was not a bad 

fellow ; and began to run about and drive up the camels; 

this pleased him excessively, and he bade me come and 

walk with him, leaving the camels to the care of others, 

BB2 
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calling me " good Riley-you shall again see your children, 

if God please." 

-We continued our journey eastward along the south side 

of a high string of sand hills, when hearing a dog bark 

before us, we turned the camels suddenly off to the north, 

setting them off on a full trot, but passing over the sand hills 

without noise: we kept this course for about an hour, until 

having got near the sea-bank, and north of the sand hills, 

we resumed our former course. Near daylight we lost our 

way, and fearing to go amiss, as it was very dark, they 

made the camels lie down -in a circle, placing us within it 

-when they kept guard over us with their muskets in their 

hands, while we took a nap. I should guess we travelled 

fifty miles this last day and night. 

October the 17th, early in the morning, we set fonvard 

again, still on the same inclined plane, between the first and 

second banks of the sea. The high banks 011 our right, 

whose pointed rooks, where they had been washed by the 

ocean, were still visible all the way, began to be overtopped 

with high hills rising far into the country, and presenting to 

our view a new aspect, so that I was convinced we had left 

the level desert. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Black mmtntains appear zn the east-they come to a 1-iver 

of salt water, and to wells of fresh water, where they 

find many horses. Description of a singztZar plant-come 

to cultivated land; to a fTesh water 1'iver, and a few stone 

huts. 

THE black tops of high mountains appeared in the distant 

horizon to the eastward about noon, and the camel paths 

were very,much trodden. We kept on tmtil near night, when 

meeting with a deep valley, we wouBd our course through it 

to the southward, and then went dm"lll south-eastwardly 

through another deep valley, where there was a good path. 

The black bare mountains on both sides of us gave us great 

hopes that we shouJd soon come to running water: and cul­

tivated lands; and in reality near night we came to a stream 

of water, with high grass and bushes growing on its margin. 

The water, however, was very brackish, and could not be 

drunk; but on its opposite bank we saw a company of men 

at some wells, watering about forty fine looking horses and 

.some camels. Our masters saluted those men, and crossing 

the stream, which' in this part was about two feet deep and 
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thirty feet wide, we watered our camels also at the same 

place. This river, whose water was clear as crystal, was 

literally filled with beautiful large fish, which were jumping 

above the surface at every moment, but the Arabs did not 

seem to want them, for they could have been caught very 

easily. The company with tile horses and camels left the 

wells, 'and went on to lIhe south, ridiI'lg at a f.uH t1'ot along 

the river's side; they were armed only with scimitars. Our 

company then went towards the sea, and Hassar's W'omen 

pitched their tents for the night; here they cooked a goat, 

which they divided among all the party, and what fell to our 

share cannot be supposed to have been much. I believe 

we made thirty-six miles this day, as we rode nea·rly all the 

time. 

October the 18th, we ascended the hill, climbing up in a 

zigzag path on the steep side of the east bank of this river, 

and having gained the surface, we found it to be a continua­

tion of the same inclined plane on which we had before been 

travelling. The bank on our right, to the south, still con­

tim~ed to give indubitable proofs of its having been washed 

by the ocean; whose surges had worn in under the shelving 

rocks, which hung in immense masses of from two to three 

hundred feet high over the surface of the inclined plafie be­

low, while the plane itself adjoining the cliffs was covered 

with fragments that had fallen fl"0m above, and with other 

stones that had been washed and worn round by the ocean's 
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waves, leaving the most positive marks-of having retired to 

its present bed. These observations, with those I had made 

before, and was enabled to make afterwards, fully satisfied 

my mind, that the sea had gradually retired from this conti­

nent;-I must-leave it to philosophers to account for the 

cause. The only green thing we had seen for several days 

past, except what grew immediately on the bank of the 

river, (which were some bushes resembling dwarf alders and 

bulrushes,) was a shrub that rose in a small bunch at the bot­

tom, having frequently but one stalk, from three to twelve 

inches in thickness; the limbs spreading out in every direc­

tion, like an un1bl~ella, into innumerable branches, making 

a diameter of from fifteen to twenty feet, and not more than 

six feet in height; its leaves very green, smooth, pointed, 

and about four inches long by one and a half broad; its bark 

resembled that of the hard or sugar maple tree; its branches 

terminated abruptly, the point of each twig being nearly as 

thick as the end of a man's finger: this shrub, or weed, was 

very tender, and as we broke off the twigs, a great many 

drops of glutinous liquid, resembling milk, flowed from 

them, but its odour and taste were of the most disagr~eable 

kind, and the camels would not feed on it. We saw a good 

deal that had grown up before, and had died and became 

dry: on breaking it off, I found it was hollow, and almost 

as light as a common dry weed. Neither our masters nor 

the other Arabs would light a fire with it, on account of its 
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disagreeable smell when burning; the taste of the milk issn­

ing from this plant was the most nauseous and disgusting in 

nature, though very white' and beautiful to behold, About 

noon we came to the foot of the high mountains we had seen 

the day before, and turned in between two of them to the 

south-east, leaving the sea ~ntirel y . ""Ve went up through a 

chasm in the bank, over rocks and through a narrow foot­

way, formed by the treading of camels and horses; Jor we 

had seen many horse-tracks, and also the tracks of one ani­

mal of the kind called neat cattle. 

As we pwceeded on foot, winding upwards, we discovered 

on our left a Jew stones piled up in_the form of a wall, 'round 

a pit of ten or twelve feet across, and si~ feet deep, dug in 

the earth by art. There were lying on the ground, around 

the wall, several earthen pots that would contain from three 

to four gallons each; and which appeared to have been 

made for, and used as boilers. One of our young men 

directly took up one of them, and was lashing it on his 

camel as a good priz~, when Hassar and Sidi Harnet, ob­

serving the circumstance, made him untie and carry it back 

again to the spot where he had found it. As I already knew 

the propensity all had for plundering, I could not but imagine 

that they now restrairted themselves through fear. About 

sunset we came to a small spot of land that had been cul­

tivated, and fell in with a heap of barley straw. Here was 

the first sign of cultivation we had seen on this continent, and 
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we hailed it as the harbinger of happier days. We had tra­

velled full thirty miles this day, and our masters naw gave 

us the putrid remains of the goat whioh had hang on one of 

the camels for four days; this we roasted, and found it a 

delicious morsel; it was tender, and needed no seasoning, 

Some of my comrades, as if their taste had become deprav­

ed by the rage bf hunger, declared that putrid meat was far 

preferable to. fresh; that it wanted neither salt nor pepper to. 

give it a relish, and that if ever they gat hOlne again, they 

should prefer such food to any other, Having finished Ohlo]; 

savory supper, 'we lay down on the straw and enjoyed a mast. 

charming, sound, and refreshii1g sleep, 'l'a 1.1S, who. for so 

lang a time had been abliged to -repose our >vea,ried limbs 

and wasted frames on the hard-baked basom of the Desert, 

or the dttad si4es of nhe barre~ sand drifts, this solitary heap 

of fresh straw ~eemecLsofter and sweeter thall. a bed of down 

strewn over with the most odoriferous flowers , 

Octaber the 19th, we n~sUIhed our jaurney very early in the 

'{Ilorning, and travelled on foot, alI except Bllrns, who. was 

so. far exhausted as to. be unable to. walk, Our course 

rounded fram S. E. to E. N . E. keeping thebottam of the 

valleys, most af which had been cultivated by the plough 

at no. very rem ate periad, b1<lt only in a narraw strip, The 

sides of the mauntains were entirely barren and naked of 

foliage, and, we kept an winding as the valleys permitted, until 

abaut two p'clack P. M. when, sud.denly thraugh a deep 

c c 
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valley befOl~e us, a few tough stone hut~ broke upon om view, 

and a mornent afterwards we beheld a stream of clear water 

purling o¥er a pebbly bottom, and meandering through banks 

covered with green bushes and shrubs in full blossom. On 

the farther side cows, asses, a;nd sheep were feeding on green ' 

grass, and a number of date trees adorning and shading the. 

margin of the rivulet. This was a sight none-of uS expect­

ed to behold, and I poured out my soul in rapturous effu­

sions of thankfulness to the Supreme Being. Excess of joy 

had so far overpowered our faculties, that it was with diffi­

~ulty we reached the wateJ's edge; but urging forward to 

the brink wit~ headlong steps, ami fearlessly phmging in Oli~ 

mouths, like thirsty ca;mels, we swallowed down large 

draughts unliil sa;tiated nature bade \!IS stop. The rivulet was 

fresh, and fortunately not so cold as to occasion any injurious 

effects; it was quite shallow,. and. Qot IDore than about five 

yards in width; it appeared, however, very evidently that 

whell die rain falls in the surrounding country, it flows with 

a much deeper and broader current. It is called by th« 

Arabs el Wod Noon, or the river Nun; ' comes from the south­

'east, and runs from this place to the sea in a northerly di­

rection. 'Ve had a;rrived on its right bank, where some bar~ 

ren date trees grew, but which afforded to us nothing but 

their shade: hungry, however, as we were, om fatigue got 

the better of every otl~er want, and as these were the first 

trees we had met with during our distressing pilgrimage, we 
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embraced the ki.ndly offer, and enjoyed about two hours of 

refreshing sleep; I was then awakened by Sidi Hamet, who 

directed me to come with my companions and follow him: 

this we instantly did, and going near one of the small houses, 

he divided alll.Q..ngst us, to our inexpressible joy, about four 

pounds of honey in the comb. This indeed was a dainty 

treat; and with the hungriness of greedy bears, we devoured 

it, comb and all, together with a host of young bees just 

ready for hatching, that filled two-thirds of the cells; our 

h6arts at the same time swelling with gratitude to God, and 

tears of joy trickling down our fleshless cheeks. 

Hassar's men pressed around and endeavoured to snatch 

from us this delicious food, of which they had no share; but 

Sidi Hamet placing the bowl on his knees, passed the honey­

comb to us piece by piece in one hand, while he held his 

gun in the other, ready to fire on anyone who should at­

tempt to deprive us of our meal. The eyes of these fellows 

,seemed to flash fire at the preference we enjo:yed, and we 

dreaded the effects of their malicious envy; for the Arabs 

set no bounds to their anger and resentment, and regard no 

-law but thatof.superi0r force. Having finished our luscious 

repast, we were told by our masters to go to rest, which we 

did, and soon fell asleep in the shade formed by a beautiful 

·umbrella paJm-tree. 

About dark we were c.alled up and ordered to gather fuel, 

·and were afterwards presented with some pudding of the 

c c 2 
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~f me kind we had befol'c caten, though mixed with oil, that 

j afkrwaJ'(J~ ascertained was the argan oil, which, though 

frcsh, had a vcry strong smell, a,nd my stomach being cloyed 

with hOlley, I declined eating any. My companions, how­

evcr, reli~hcd this oil very much, and preferred it afterwards 

to butter during our stay in Africa. We found a good shel­

ter this n ight near a burying placc with a small square stone 

building in the centre, whitewashed and covered with a 

dome; and I afterwards 1 arned that this was a sanctuary 

or scLiut housc: it was felleed in with thorn bushes, and 

was the first bnrying place we had seen in this country. I 

computed we had travclled this day (Oct. 19) about eighteen 

miJes. 

On the morniug of the 20th, we did not go forward, and 

a numbcr of Arabs anu 1\100rs eamc to see our masters and 

us. This place .tppettred to be a greait thoroughfare: large 

droves of lll1loaded camels were passing up to the eastward 

frOI'll. the way we had eomc, as well as from the southward, 

and ab0. grmL lHunbcrs of loaded camels going towards 

l,he Deserl. Theil' loading consisted principally of sack~ 

of bark)', some salt and iron, together with other mer­

ehand iYle. 

DllI'ing the fore pltrt of this day, several parties of men, 

ill 0'1.11 front sixty to eight)', passed us; all mounted 011 hancL­

SOll Ie ' horses of the Arabian bre d, well-bred and high-spi­

rited: their riders were co"cred with cloaks or suJams, an.d 
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everyone had a single-barrelled musket in · his hand, the 

stocks of which were curiously wrought and inlaid with 

:small pieces of various coloured wood and ivory, arranged 

and fitted ~n a very particular manner. The locks of these 

muskets were _of the Moorish kind, and very unhandy, 

though substantial, and they seldom miss fire, although their 

powder is bad and coarse grained. This and a good 

scimitar slung on their right side constitute the whole of 

their weapons. They depend more upon the scimitar fOT 

close quarters in battle than UpOIl their musket, for, · say 

they, this will never miss fire ; being simiJar to · the practice 

which it is said the Russian General (Suwarrow) ·used to 

inculcate on his soldiers-" The ball will lose its way, the 

bayonet never-the ball is a fool; the bayonet a hero." A 

Moor is ashamed to be without his scimitar; their scabbards 

are made of brass, and plated 011 the outside with silver, but 

those worn by the Arabs are made of leather: these ivea­

pons, both of the Moors and Arabs, are suspended from the 

neck by cords made of woollen yarn died red, or a strong 

braided leather thong. . They call a scimitar or long knife 

el skin·e. 

These natives were of a different race of men from any we 

had hitherto seen; they wear a haick or piece of woollen 

cloth wrapped about their bodies, which covering them, 

falls down below their knees; or @lse a cloak called gzlabbia, 

made in a similar manner, cut with short sleeves, and one 
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fold of the haick generally covered the head, But those who 

had not their heads covered with their haick or tha hood of 

their gzlabbia, or sulam, wore a kind of turban; the cloak, 

or sulam, is made of coarse black cloth, very shaggy, and 

Luuch in the form of the European cloak, with a hood or 

head-piece to it; it is, however, sewed together part of the 

way down in front, so that to get it on, they slip it over 

their heads, and it covers their arms. They are generally 

stout men, of five feet eight 01' ten inches in height, and well 

set; their complexion a light olive-they wear their beards 

as long as they will gn;rw, and consider a man without a 

great bushy beard an effeminate being, and hold him in 

great contempt. Their saddles were well made and very , 

high, at least eight or ten inches, fitted before and behind so 

as almost to make it impossible for the horse to throw his 

rider; their bridles are of the most powerful Arabian kind; 

their stirrups are made of broad sheets of iron that cover 

almost the whole foot-many of them were plated with silver. 

All the men wore slippers and spurs, and had their stirrups 

tied up very short. 

While we remained here, a very respectable looking old 

ma.n, who spoke a few words of Spanish, after learning from 

our masters who we were, came to me and inquired about 

my country and my friends in Swearah; said he knew all 

the consuls there, and told me their najlles were Renshaw, 

Josef, Estevan, and C07'te. He said he was going to 
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Swearah, and should be there in ten days, and would carry 

a letter for me if my master would let me write: but we had 

no paper. I informed him that my friend was named Ren­

shaw, guessing him to be the English consuL This old man 

told my maste!:.... he believed I spoke the truth, and that I 

had been at. Swearah, which from his discourse I understood 

to be the same as Mogadore. He then set off eastward on 

his mule, which was a very large and handsome one. All 

the. people that passed here. appeared very friendly to our 

master,g_; they wished to know our story, and requested my 

opinion of their horses, saddles and bridles, muskets, scimi­

tars, and accoutremel)ts in general, &c. all of which I de­

clared to be of the best possible kind. This morning, Sidi 

Harnet bought a hive of honey, -and undertook to give some 

of it to us, but was not a;ble-to carry his I9nd intentions into 

effect, for at the moment he was handing some to me, Has­

sar's men rushed on him apd got possession of the whole, 

which they devoured in a minute; there was no getting it 

back, and after a long and violent dispute with Hassar and 

his company respecting it, he procured another hive, and 

being assisted by the man from whom he bought it, and a 

number of strangers, he succeeded in distributing amongst 

us about three pounds o~ the poorest part of the comb. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The company is divided-they set qff to the eastwm'd-thei1' 

mastel's aTe attacked by a band of Tobbers. 

AFTER we had eaten this, our masters prepared the camels 

and Hassar's company divided, that is to say, two men and 

all the women and children took the p4ain great route which 

led east in a deep valley, driving off -about one half of the 

camels; Hassar and the others drove off the rest (including 

ours) in a N. E. direction, and we with OUT masters, accom­

panied by two other men, proceeded along the river's 

eastern bank to the northward for a short distance, and then 

-ascended the high, steep, and craggy mountains eastward of 

us. The labour in clambering up these steep precipices is 

indescribable ; we continued mOlIDting them as fast as 

possible for about four hours, and I was fully convinced our 

masters took that route for fear they should be followed and 

surprized in the night by some who had seen u.s, and thus be 

robbed of their slave~ and other property. After climbing 

over the highest peaks of these mountains, we saw Hassar 

and part of his company who had driven the camels, and 

had gotten up by another and more practicable path. It 
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was now near night, and we travelled along the craggy 

steeps, assisting one another aver the most difficult parts, 

while Hassar sought out,the easiest places for the ascent of 

the camels. Coming at length to a small level spot of 

ground, we saR. some tents, and directed our course towards . -
them: the tents were twelve in number, and placed in a 

semicircle. ' Having approached to within one hundred yards 

in front of the largest one, our masters seated themselves 'on 

the ground with their backs towards the tents, and a woman 

soon came out bringing a bowl of water, which she pre­

sented to them after the usual salutations of Labez, &c. &c. 

Our masters drank of the water, and Sidi Hamet was 

soon after presented with a bowl filled with dates lately 

plucked from the trees, and not fully ripe: these he ga¥e to 

us; though Seid, Abdallah, and Hassar, snatched each a 

handful, to which we were forced to submit: we found them 

excellent, but did not know at that time what sort of fruit 

they were. Here we remained during the night, and rested 

our emaciated bodies, which were, if possible, more fatigued 

than they ever were before. 

October the 21st, we set off to the northward very early, 

and made down towards the sea through ' numerous stee)ll 

gullies, and got into the inclined plane below the former 

sea-shore, about mid-day; here were the sanle sort of marks 

in this bank that we had before observed, and the same 

signs of its having been laved by the ocean. We went along 

D D 
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through the same kind of thick bushes as those I have 

before described, near to the cliffs that at present formed a 

barrier to the mighty waters, where we discovered a nu,mber 

of tents, and soon reached them. Here om masters,· Sidi 

Hamet and Hassar, were recognized by some of the men, 

who were in all about twenty, with their families: ' these 

people had large sacks of barley with them, which they had 

pl:ocmed far eastward u,p the country. Sidi Hamet was 

now sick with violent pains in his head and in all his limobs. 

These people (who were Arabs, as all are who live in tents 

ill the country) took compassion on him, and cleared a tent 

for him to lie under, where haYing made up a large fire, he 

kept his ltead towards iit, tu.rning .3Jbout and almost· roasting 

his brains, but obtained no relief from this manner of treating 

his disorder; he next had recourse to another singular 

remedy; he had. a large knife put into the fire and heated 

ted hot; . then made his brother draw the back of it, hot as 

it was, several times across the top of his head, mal~ingit hiss 

(as may well be supposed) in all directions :-when it had in 

some measme cooled, he would again hea.t it as before, then 

making ban: his. legs and arms, he went through with the 

process of striking its back along them at the distance of 

tlu-ee or ~our inches, scorching off the skin; and though it 

made him twitch and jump at every tou,ch, he continued to 

do it for the space of an hom DImore. Burns had been 

very ill for some time, and was so weak that he scarcely was 
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able to stand, and could not walk-he was, therefore, always 

. placed on a camel, and as Sidi Hamet was now applying to 

himself a remedy for what he thought a stroke of 'the moon, 

he undertook to administer the red hot knife to the limbs of 

poor Burns, who from mere want of bodily strength was not 

able, poor fellow, to jump, but would at every touch cry out, 

" God have mercy upon me." As I was hungry, I begged 

of my masters to let me go and search for muscles on th~sea­

beach, (for there was a hollow at a little distance, through 

wruch we niight gain it,) but they refused, saying, "To-morrow, 

if God please, we shall be on the sea-beach; there are no 

muscles on this part of the coast;" -here, however, we 

received a good supper of lhash or pudding, and rested our 

wearied limbs under the tent with our masters. 

October the 22d, we went forward, driving our own camels 

only; as Hassar had taken the young one, we had but three 

remaining; so we rode by turns, crossing the deep hollows 

which had been worn down by the rains or other causes, 

until afternoon, when we were forced to have recourse to the 

sea-beach to get past one of these deep places, whose sides 

were so steep as to render a passage down it impracticable. 

When we gained the beach, we found ourselves on a narrow 

strip ofland, which was then dry, the tide being out; 'this 

extended in length eight or ten miles, but from the water's 

edge to the perpendicular cliffs on our right, not more than 

ten yards; these cliffs appeared to be one hundred and fifty 

DD2 
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feet in height. 'When we came to the sea-water, I went into 

it, and let a surf wash over me, that I might once more feel 

its refreshing effects; but my master, fearing I should be 

. carried away by the receding waves, told me not to go near 

them again. As we proceeded along this narrow beach, and 

had passed over half its length, the huge cliffs overhanging 

us on our right, with the ocean on our left; just as we were 

turning a point, we observed four men, armed each with a 

musket and scimita,r, spring from beneath the jutting rocks, 

to intercept our march. Our masters were at this .time an 

the camels, but they instantly leaped off, at the same time 

unsheathing their guns; to retreat would betray fear, and 

lead to ineyitable destruction-so they determined to ad­

vance, two against four, and Sidi Hamet, though still in 50 

weak a state as' to be thought incapable of walking before 

he saw these men, now ran towards them with his musket in 

his hand, while Seid, that cruel coward, lagged behind-so 

true it is, that the most generous and humane men are always 

the most courageous. The foe was but a few paces from us, 

and stood in a line across the beach-Sidi Hamet, holding 

his gun ready to fire-demanded if it was peace? while he 

eyed their countenances to see if they were deceitful-one 

of them answered, " It is peace," and extended his hand to 

receive that of Sidi Hamet, who gave him his right hand, 

suspecting no treachery, but the fellow grasped i~ fast, and 

would have shot him and Seid in a moment, but qt tha,t 
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critical junct~re, two of Hassar's men came in sight, running 

like the wind towards us, with each a good double-barrelled 

gun in his hand, all ready to fire; the robbers saw them as 

they turned the point, and the fellow who had seized Sidi 

Hamet's handJ nstantly let it go, turning the affair off with 

a loud laugh, and saying, he only did it to frighten him: 

this excuse was deemed sufficient, merely because .6,Ur men 

did not now feel themselves sufficiently strong to re;~nt this 

insult, and we proceeded on; but these fellows', who were 

very stout and active, hovered around us, slaves, endeavouring 

to separate us from our masters, as it appeared, in the hope 

of seizing on us as their own, which Sidi Hamet observing, 

ordered me with my men to keep close to the camels' heels, 

while he and his company now strong (though none of them 

armed with scimitars) kept between us and the banditti. 

When they found that our masters were too vigilant . for 

them, they took French leave of us, and ran along the 

beach with incredible swiftness, chasing each other, and 

taking up and throwing stones, that I should suppose would 

weigh from six to eight pounds, with a jerk that made them 

whiz through the air like cannon balls :-they threw them 

against the cliffs of rocks, which resounded with the blow, 

and many of the stones were dashed to pieces as they struck. 

I could see the marks they aimed at, and that the stones 

went with great precision, as well as force. I had before no 

idea that it was possible for men to acquire by practice such 
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enormous power of arm; for they threw these stones with 

such velocity, that I am convinced they would have killed a 

man at the distance of fifty y'ards at least. 

Having come to the end of the beach, we ascended the 

bank again, leaving these formidable ruffians masters of the 

shore, where they, no doubt, got some plunder before they 

left it. After we had mounted the bank and 'were clear, 

Sidi Hamet told me that the fellows we had met were very 

bad men, and would have killed him and Seid, and would 

have taken us away where I could never have hoped to see 

. my wife and children again, if the great God had not at that 

time sent to our relief the two men; he then asked if I 

would fight to save his life? I told him I would, and that no 

one should kill him while I was alive, if it was in my power 

to prevent it: "Good Riley, (said he,) you are worth fighting 

for: God is with you, or I must have lost my life then;." 
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. CHAPTER XVII. 

Some fresh fish are procu1'ed-tlzey pass seve1'al small walled 

villages, and meet with robbers on horseback. 

N EAR evening we met and passed a man driving an ass 

!aden with fish, probably of from ten to twelve pounds 

weight each: they had much the shape and appearance of 

salmon, and our masters endeavoured to procure one from 

the owner for me, as I gave them to understand I was very 

fond of fish, and that it would be good for Burns, but the 

man would not part with one of them on any terms. At 

evenmg we found Hassar's and his family's tents already 

pitched on a little hill near the cliffs, and we joined this 

company, Soon after, Seid, Abdallah, and two ofHassar's 

men, went out with their guns :-in about two hours, those 

with us, namely, Sidi Hamet, Hassar, and two others, 

hearing footsteps approaching, seized their muskets, and 

springing forward from their tents, demanded, who came 

there? It was Seid and his company, who came towards 

me, and unfolding a blanket, turned Olit four large fish 

of the same kind we had seen before. "Riley, (said Sidi 

Hamet,) are these good to eat?" I replied in the affirmative 
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-~' take them. and eat them, (said -he,) but,take care, do 

not choke yourselyes with the bones." I took three of 

them, cut them into pieces, and put them into an earthen 

pot, that belonged to Hassar, (this pot the Arabs call giderah,) 

added some water, and boiled them directly, and we ate till 

we were satisfied. We drank the soup, which was extremely 

grateful and invigorating, and helped to check the dysentery, 

with which we were all much troubled since eating the 

honey-comb. 'Ve had travelled this day, I think, about 

forty miles, and slept at night within a circle formed by our 

masters and their camels, out of which we were not suffered 

to go, as Sidi Hamet told me there were many robbers in 

this place, who WOtIld ·seize on us, and carry us off in a 

minute, without the possibility of my ever being restored to 

my family . 

October the 21st, at day-break, we set forward on our 

journey, all in company, (except Hassar and the women and 

children.) The fresh fish we had eaten the night before had 

made us very thirsty; and about noon we came to. a kind of 

cistern, or reservoir of water on the pathway side: this reser­

voir was built of stone and lime; its top was arched like a 

vault, rising about four feet from the growld, and the cistern 

was at least eighty feet in length, eight or ten feet in breadth 

in the inside, and appeared to be twenty feet deep. It was 

now nearly full of water, which had been led into it by 

means of gutters, foi'med and arranged so' as to receive and 
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conduct the rain water when it descends from the neigh­

bouring hills, and is collected in a stream in this valley. I 

understood this water was the common property of all tra­

vellers along this route, and that the cistern was built by a 

very rich and piQUs man, solely for the purpose of refreshing 

the weary traveller, and that it · contained water the whole 

year round, even though there should be a continued 

drought for a twelvemonth-but no person of our party 

ventured to water his camel fi'om it, considering it as sacred 

fm' the use of man alone. 'iV e were still travelling on the 

slope between the first and second banks of the sea, which in 

these parts was much cut up, occasioned by the waters which 

had from time to time poured down from the neighbouring 

mountains, and formed steep and very deep gullies, across 

which we were obliged to climb. The path on this inclined 

plane was not much frequented, and the margin of the bank 

on our right hand had been newly ploughed in many places 

here and there in the nooks or fertile hollows. On the high 

lands we saw two small walled towns, ,vith prickly-pear 

bushes planted around them. N ear these towns or walled 

villages, some men were employed in ploughiNg with a pair 

of beasts, generally a cow and an ass yoked together in a 

very singular manner, which I shall here~fter describe, and 

others were watching flocks of sheep and goats on the sur­

rounding eminences, while the women were seen lugging 

down wood on their backs from the tops of the lofty hills. 

EE 
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and large jars Dr pitchers .of water frDm a distant valley. 

They generally had a child .on their backs, clinging with jts 

arms rDund the neck .of the mother, and the jar Dr pitcher 

rested .on their shDulders in a manper that reminded me .of 

the stDry .of the beautiful Rebekah, in hDly writ, cDming to 

the we1l with her pitcher. 

AbDut nDDn, we carrie near a cDnsiderable walled village, 

that stDDd clDse by the rDad; it had gardens clDse by the 

walls .on all sides, and there was one near the gateway 

planted with prickly-pear. These gardens were defended 

by heaps .of dry thorn bushcs, which served as an DutwaI:U 

defence t(9 the tDwn: these heaps were abDut six feet high, 

and the walls fifteen feet. Our masters stopped near > the 

gate fDr SDme mDments, and no one seemed disposed to gjve 

them a drink of water, cDntenting themselves with gazing at 

them over the walls; so on they went, cursing the inhospita­

lity of tl~ese vihlagers. Near night we descended into a 

delightful yalley, whose bottom was level and well-disposed 

into handsome gardens, fenced in with thorn bushes and 

stone walls, and divided into numerous separate plots. 

Round about them, and at their corners, stoDd many fine fig4 

trees, which lDDked healthy, thDugh they were leafless, .owing 

tD the lateness .of the seaSDn: we saw.alSD a few pDmegra­

nate-trees. These gardens Dr plDtS were planted with different 

kinds .of vegetables, such as turnips, cabbage, .onions, &C.­

they were watered by a small stream that flowed frDm the 
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hills at a short distance above, and was conducted round and 

through the whole of them by guttlers dug for that purpose. 

The owners of these g(brdens lived in two li1\tle walled vil­

lages, near the top of the _ bank on the east side, btl't they 

offered us no rrlreshment. We passed in the course of the 

day three beds of streams or rivers, which were now dry, 8:l'ld 

one whose mouth was fiiUed with saNd, so as to stop its 'com­

munication with the sea, though there was som.e water ilil it" 

where people from all ql'la'fters were watering their cows, 

sheep, goats, asses, and> caInels, and earrying it off. in skiFls 

and pitchers. In the af.tmllool'l,. a COl'wpaJlly of ten men on 

horseback, and wdl-armed, rode towards us on the plail'l, 

making a loud j,il'lgJ:ing with their spwrs against their stil'J!MP&, 

and crying out, Hah! hah! hah! hah! Our company con­

sisted of our two masters, and tW9 of Hass·ar's men, Abdal­

lah, and one stranger, who had joined us that day, and 

being armed with five d©uble-1'>arrel1led muskets·, and! some 

scimitars, they all sprang fr@m their camels on the ap)3roach 

of the strangers, drew their guns from their sheaths·, pr-imeeJi 

them anew, and'took a station in pront of their propeIty, itl 

a lime ready fO,r action. 

The horsemen rode U'/:') t@ within fiv.g yal'ds e£ <'JUT meFl: at 

fuli speed, (bnG the]}) st@pped their- h0,rses-short. f expectecl 

now to see a: battle, tl'umgh. I ratheF feared our men woald' be 

trampled to death by tIle !h:(!)rses; f.of- their arms eould not' 

haye sarv:edl them, from. . the sh0:Ck of this impetuous onset, yet' 

: EE2 
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they were on the point of firing the moment the horses 

stopped. The chief of the horsemen then demanded m a 

very imperiol!ls tone who our masters were? where they 

came from? if they knew Sidi Ishem? what countrymen we, 

their slaves, were? and where they had found us? Sidi 

Hamet replied to all their questions in a sharp quick manner, 

and as briefly as possible, arid in his turn demanded, "_ Who 

are you? where do you come from? and, w.hat right have you 

to ride up to me in such a manner, and stop n~e and my 

slaves on the road?" This is as near as I could understand_ 

what they said. A loud dispute was kept up on both sides 

for half an ,hour, when it ceased, and we were allowed to 

proceed; while the others rode off to the southward among 

the mountains. The force on both sides was so nearly equal; , 

that I have little doubt this was the only circumstance 'that 

prevented a battle. 

We tmvelled on till long after- dark, when we came to a 

number of tents, and stopped for the night, and here we 

were treated with some dried muscles and barley pudding. 

Hassar and his family had not travelled with us the last may, 

but the two men who had assisted in relieving us from our 

critical situation on the beach, were in company, and 'we 

had also been joined by one 'more Arab, and two camels. 

Ever since we had come to the cultivated ' colmtry,' off the 

Desert, we had found the people sickly; many of them were 

afflicted with swell~d legs, and _some with what I took to be 
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the leprosy; and also with pains in different parts of their 

bodies and limbs; though when on the Desert we did not 

see the smallest sign of sickness or disorder among its 

in.habitants. They now considered us as skil1ed in medi­

cine, and consulted me wherever I came; one of the women 

here had a swelled breast, which was astonishingly large, and 

very much inflamed: she was in such pain as to cry out at 

every breath. They wished me to examine it, and prescribe 

a remedy, which I did by recommending a poultice of the 

barley lhash, or pudding, to be applied, and renewed often 

until the swelling should subside or burst. The woman was 

very thankful, gave me a drink of water and a handful of 

muscles, and requested I would examine a swelled leg of her 

brother; this was also inflamed , and very painful :-perceiv­

ing no skin broken, I directed a thick plaster of coarse salt to 

be bound round it, so as fully to cover the afflicted part; 

this they did immediately, and the man thought he felt 

instantaneous relief. 

From the great expedition we had used, I think we must 

have travelled this day about fifty miles, as we were almost 

continually on the camels, and they going a great part of the 

time on a trot. In the afternoon of this day, we discovered 

land that was very high, a good way eastward of us, stretch­

ing about north as far as the eye could reach. We saw it when 

on a high hill and at an immense distance; looking over the 



o«ea:o., which was I)ear us, it appeared like a high and distant 

i~land; "There is ~wel!rah-, lltiJey," (s~id Sidi. Hamet,) point~ 

illg to the northernmost land in V'i,ew; it was a great way off. 

L a,sked hinl how mwy Ql!<Ys it would take us to get there? 

he a;n~wered, I' Ten, lI;~ ol)r' siow pace." 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Their masters commit an erTor, which they aTe compelled to 

1'edress-Sidi Hamet and his brother Seid .fight-Horace'~ 

critical situation-they come to villages. 

OCTOBER the .23d, we were awakened without making a,ny 

noise" two hours before daylight, and went on our journey: 

I suspected there was s?me roguery going on, beoause we 

had never before started in the night; and we had not tra~ 

velled more than two leagues, when, just at the dawn of day, 

We heard the sound of horses' feet coming up at full speed 

behind us-the clanking of the arms of their riders against 

each other, and spurs against their stirrups, made a great 

noise. Our masters stripped the oovers from their guns, and 

gave them to me to carry. The horsemen, four In numb~r, 

came up by this time, and passing us at a short distance on. 

our right, rode round before our camels, and stopped them. 

Our men were five in number, with four double-barrelled 

guns; and bidding me to keep as close to them as possible 

with my men, they ran at their greatest speed to the en­

counter, whilst we followed on as fast as we could, fearing 

tQ be separated from them, (as it was still quite dark,) and 
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falling into the hands of the banditti. They approached 

each other with loud cries; the voices of those on horseback 

sounded like trumpets, and those of our masters were very 

little lower, so that the mountains near rang again with the 

sound. I expected every moment a slaughter would com­

mence: each one strained his thn)at to spe3Jk, or rather to 

yeIl louder than his opponents. I had approached near my 

master, and could distinctly hear one of the horsemen accuse 

him of a breach of hospitality, and reproach him in the 

most opprobrious terms, for some wrong which he alleged 

had been don~ to him; the others were at the same time 

wrangling with O l!ll' other men. This war of words having 

subsided a little, one of the1n asked my master his name, 

aad after considerable delay on account of punctilio, (each 

insisting that the other should tell his name first,) my master 

told him his name was Sidi Ilcw!et-the other then said his 

name was Ali lVloha.mmed :-then ensued a long dispute be­

tween t~erri, they mutually charging each other with perfidy, 

&c. During this interval, and as daylight appeared, our 

adversaries gained strength, for they were joined by many 

armed and unarmed men, running on foot, and according as 

they increased in force, our party lowered their tone; but 

the clamour was still so loud that I frequently could under­

stand nothing of what was said. The Arab who had joined 

our company with two camels the day before, did not set 

out with us this morning, but he now came running up: 
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our masters had driven off his camels, and this was the cause 

of the uproar that was now raging. The purloined camels 

were then in our drove, and while the others were quarrelling 

about the matter, the owner ran round and drove his camels 

back. When our honest masters fo~nd they could not keep 

what they had feloniously taken, they began to lower their 

VOIces. By this time the sun had made its appearance, and 

for two hours prior I had every moment expected a bloody 

scuffle. I knew our masters were brave, but I had no doubt 

tlley would be overpowered by numbers, in which event we 

should fall to the lot of the conquerors, who were strangers. 

to us; and it was not probable that these men. would be as 

humane to us as Sidi Hamet had been; nor was I indeed 

certain that we ourselves should not be killed in the contest, 

both parties being much enraged. I felt our situation to be 

dreadful, indeed; but at length Sidi Hamet spoke to Ali 

Mohammed in a low tone of voice, and requested he ,,:ould 

ride apart from the others with him, with which he cOIp.plied, 

and they came near where I sat, trembling with apprehen­

SIOn. Sidi Hamet now told Ali that his party had not the 

least intention of driving off aJilY camels but their own, and. 

that the mistake had beenoccasioJ;led entirely by the dark­

ness of the night. He-then went on protesting that ~e waS 

incapable of committing an unworthy action; that he ab­

horred a robber and a thief, and that he was entirely inno­

cent of intentionally driving off the man's camels ; he would 

P l' 
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not acknowledge he had done 'Hong designedly, but would 

rather lose his life in maintaining his character, and would 

sell it as dearly as possible. Ali Mohammed on this appeared 

to be satisfied, and said to him, " I am el Rais, (the dMef,) 

and am Y611r friend, because you are a brave man:» so 

making Sidi Hamet's excuse to those about him, and the lost 

camels being recovered, they left liS to purslile our journey. 

We had gone up from the sea-bord, and were passing 

between high mountains towards the south-east, when the 

late affray happened, but about noon we reached a plain, 

and took an eastern direction. Hassar's men with th6ir 

camels, and Abdallah with his camel now filed off to the 

left, leaving I1S with 1iur ~asters and their eWD camels .only, 

and were soon out of sight, among the bushes. The mor­

tifying result of the morning's enterprize had renden~d Seid 

uncommonly ill natured; -he had claimed Horaoe -as his 

{;lave from the -very beginNing, and Mr. Savage also bel~n~d 

to him. He had alwa.ys doubted lny word to his brother, 

and would not believe -that a miserable wretch like me 

could find a friend to advance money for my ransom, 

thol1gh both he,-Hassar, and aU the company, kad a high 

opinion of my .courage, sinc-e I put my own life in jeoPllJrdy 

to save that Gf Mr. Savage, at the -time he fai-nted :-Sieid 

had endeavoured t-o sell his 'Slaves at every place we cam6 . 

to, after leaving the Desert. Hassar, as well as others, took 

a particular fancy to Horace, and had offered a large sum 
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for him ill camels and other mercha.ndise, but- the inter­

ference of Sidi Hamet, wilD 11ad sworn that Hora.ce should 

nQt be separated. £i'om me, aided by my 0ften repewed 

entreaties and my tears, whenever I heard it sl!lggested, hafji 

saved him thus far. As we were now approaching the 

Moorish dominions, powerful chiefs, with hrge bodies of 

armed men intent on plunder, were riding about and 

scouring the country in every direction, and Seid had come 

to a determination to take his slaves and make the most of 

them. Seid was a younger brother of Sidi Harnet, and had, 

until now," submitted in some degree to his cOB.nselt thongh 

they had many slight q l1arrels at different periods- Qf th~ 

journey. Where we stopped the preced.ing laighi, the Arabs 

strove hard to get possession of Horace. Seid had to my 

knowledge made a bargain to sell him in the morning, but 

was dissuaded from fulfilling it, by his brother. 

V{ e, slaves, were now five in all, travelling on f00t, but 

moying forwar€l very slowly, for we were worn to the bOJjIC~ 

by our various and complicated sufferings. It se((mecl that 

the breath of hope, aloNe had kept the vital spark ff0HiJ. 

being totally extinguished. Sildi Hamet was riding on his , 

big camel before us, when Seid ordered us to halt, but 

the other desired us to come on; upon which Seid laid 

hold of Mr. Savage and Horace, and stopped them. It 

was now thav Sidi Hllmet's wrath was kindled-he leaped 

from his camel, and darting like lightning up ,to Seid, 

F F 2 
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laid hold of him, and disengaged Mr. Savage and Horace 

from his grasp. They dinch~d each other like lions, 

and with fury in their looks, each strove to throw the 

other to the ground. Seid was the largest and stoutest 

man; they writhed and twined in every sha.pe until. both 

fell, but Sidi Hamet was undermost: fire seemed to flash 

from their eyes, whilst they twisted around each other like a 

couple of serpents, until at length Sidi Hamet, by superior 

activity or skill, disengaged himself from his brother's grasp, 

and both sprang up on their feet. Instantly they snatchecl 

their musketll at th.e same moment, and each. retiring a few 

'pa!ces with great rapidity and indignation, tore the cloth 

covers from their guns, and' presented them at each .other's 

breast with dreadful fury:-thej were not more· than ten 

yards asunder, ancl both must have fallen dead, had they 

fired. Horror had seized and chilled my blood, so that I 

could neither get from them, nor move, indeed, in any 

direction, My mind was filled with inexpressible appre­

hensions-" My God, (I cried aloud,) have mercy on these 

unfortunate brothers, I pray thee, for our sakes, and suffer 

them not to spill each other's blood," In the midst of this 

ejaculation, I was startled by the report of two mUskets, and 

imagined that both the brothers had fallen: but on turning 

my eyes again to this direful scene, I perceived that Sidl 

Hamet had fired the contents of both his barrels into the 

air, having had a moment's reflection, whilst priming an.d 
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cocking his piece. He now threw it on the grolmd, 

then making bare his bosom, he advanced with a firm step 

towards Seid, and with an energetic voice, exclaimed, " I 

am now unarmed, fire!. your brother's heart is ready 'to re­

ceive your balls; glut your vengeance on your benef~ctor." 

He stopped short; Seid hesitated. Mr. Savage and Horace 

were near Seid, who threatened them with instant death if 

they moved. Sidi Hamet, finding his brother's mind wavered, 

ran to HOJ,;ace, and sent him towards me, telling his brothel', 

he should have Clark in Horace's stead, whom he ordered 

to come nea,r" but Seid would not consent to the exchange, 

whereupon· my master added Burns; that is, two for one. 

Seid had made M1'. Savage sit down, and had placed one of 

his feet on his. thigh, to keep him there; while his brother 

ordered me to go with Horace, first to the south and then to 

the eastward, following the camels; still resolving that we 

should not be separated, and ba~e . Mr. Savage follow us, 

. but Seid, presenting his gun, told him if he offen~d to go, he 

would blow his brains out. .As Sidi Hamet, however, bade 

him run, he obeyed, and when he came near me; we were 

:all ordei'ed to ste>p, and our masters seated themselves· on the 

ground to settle the. dispute by fig)lring. OQ the sand with 

their fingers. Here they: calculated it every way. Clark 

and Burns were again oftered for. Horace, but Seid would 

uot take them: he would keep the slave he had bought 

with his money : "You shall not separate him fi'om his, 
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father, (said my master,) I have sworn it." "Then I will 
destl-o.y him," exclaimed Seid furiousl(Y, and springing up, 

he seized lIorace by the meast, arid dashed ~ on the 

gliound with all his lnight. The force: of the blow beat the 

breaJth from his body, alld he lay stretched out; apparently 

dead. O~erwhelmed with the most heart-rellding emotioms, 

I saDk t@ the earth in an agony of despair. My mastell, 

'OBserving lny anguish, said, . " Go, Riley," poin1riILlg to the 

east. With t6<1l'8 and sobs, I told_ him I could not go, for 

Homce, my SOil, was-dead. After a flood of tears had re­

lieved my swelling heart, I reflected that it was useless to 

bewa<il the fate of my adopted child, as I did not know how 

soon it might be my turn t'O suffel' a similar, 01: perhaps a 

mOFe cruel death. Seid's passi'On now began to subsi.de a 

little, and my filaster then went to Horace, aBd, taking him 

by the hands, raised him upon his seat: his breath returned, 

and he revived. Sidi Hamet melted into tears at the sight: 

I saw the big drops roll down his cheeks, while in, a tender 

tone, he said t'O Horace, " G'O to Riley." The spot whertt his 

head fell, happened to be clear of stones, which entirely 

. covered the ground on every side, otherwise his brains must 

have been dashed out. I went up to him as quick as I 

coul-d, and f@lding him iN my arms, asked him if he was 

much hurt; but beiNg in great pain, and his breathing being 

~~ot ye~ perfectly restored, he was incapable 'Of answering 

me: his heart, however, was in-unis'On with mime, in thanking 
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tlle Atlthor of our being that his life was spared, and in im­

ploring his future protection. Our masters again seated 

themselves, in order to discuss this affair thoroughly, and 

began to speak very loud, when, fortunately for us, some 

strangers came in sight, which reminded them that their 

united force was necessary for the defence of themsel yes and 

their property; so they agreed to seek a village, and take 

counsel as to what was best to be done. 

Then turning to our left up, a hill, we soon came in ,sight 

of a village, and entered it by passing between high waUs. 

Having come to its iartliJ.er extremity, an old, but a very 

respectable looking maQ, (a Moor,) of a light olive colour, 

came out of his gate, and 'welcomed our masters, sal'l!lting 

them, (as is customary,) and seeing us behind, told 1:1s to sit 

down in a shade formed by his wall, and rest ourselves;, 

adding, "I will give you some food." We accordingly 

all seated ourselves, and while the' foodo was preparing, Ol~l"; 

host inquired much about me and my men, and wished to 

kmow how I could make myself understO'od, "(being a Chr:iJs­

tian.) Our owners told him °all our stories, together withrny 

promises, which they m.ade me repeat in his pn~senoe. They 

wanted again to know ill what my property consisted ; if I 

had any money 1111 my own oount!"y, or a house; how much 

money, how ma.ny horses, cows, sheep, goats, asses, Ga'Jiill')ls, 

&c.? and lastly, what lilumber' of wives and children I had. 

Having answered ° all these interrogations to their satisfaction! 
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they made me tell what Mr. Savage, Horace, Clark, and Burns, 

were wort~ to me? how much property I thought they had in 

their own country? and om host, who spoke a few words of 

broken Spanish, asked me ~f Swearah was not called Magdala 

by the English? I answered in 'the affirmative :-this was the 

first time I had heard this name mentioned on this continent., 

though I had endeavoured by inqniring of all the people I 

had spoken with to ascertain tile point; but it appeared they. 

had neveT heard of the name. One bowl of boiled , barley 

un hulled was brought out to Olir masters, and: one for us­

this last was .a very large one, and the old' host told us to eat, 

saying, "Caole,:Rais," (Eat, Captain.) We had now. before us,: 

for ' llhe .iirst~, eJiLOugh , of this -frlod; -ancLfa1hng-to with, 

keen 3JppetiJtes, we filled our stomachs, arid were sa~fied .. 

leaving some in the, bowl, which they tried hard to make us' 

finish, btlt we could not. Sidi Hamet would not trust himself 

again with his brother, without haviNg some person in com­

panyto take his Plllrt,; so he hired a stout young fellow, named 

Bo-Mohammed, to go a!ong with us to another place or vil­

lage,not far distant, and we set off for 'it, travglling at first 

down towards the sea-coast, and passing along a kind of 

sandy beach, where the salt wlilter flowed in at high tides, we 

saw there, under the side of a shelviNg rock, two boiling 

springs of fresh water, which formed a considerable stream: 

This was the first spring I had seen in this country, and hav:' 

ing taken a good drink and watered oUr camels, we prO: 
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ceeded towards the .south-east among the sauds that had 

drifted froIl). the sea-beach ; there we remained until it was 

nearly dark, our masters fearing, as it were, to go forward. 

About dark we resumed our course, and soon afterwards ar­

rived at a villl!ge, where, while the barking of numerous 

dogs announced to their owners the arrival of strangers, a 

grave looking man came out, and silencing the curs, bade 

our masters welcome, and invited both them and us to sit 

down near his walls, until he should prepare some supper. 

We had no desire, however, for food, some of us having op­

pressed our stomachs to such a degree with the boiled barley, 

as to be racked with pain, and scarcely able to breathe, par­

ticularly Mr. Savage. Our present host, (whose name I soon 

learned, was Sidi Mohammed,) after causing a mat to be 

spread near his wall, seated himself and our masters thereon, 

and desired me to come and do the same. He now made 

similar inquiries with the former persons we had met, and I 

satisfied his curiosity as "veil as I could. He then inf@rmed 

me he had been many times in Swearah, and had seen~ the 

consuls, and wished me to repeat my promise to Sidi Hamet, 

which I did . He had a lamp for a light, so ,that he could 

see every motion that I made well enough to comprehend 

me entirely. Eythis time some cakes bad been baked, which 

were presented to our masters, and of which they gave, us 

some: these cakes were made Qf barley meal, ground coarse; 

yet it was bread, and It being the first we had seen, we ate a 
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little of it, though our stomachs were not yet prepared to 

enjoy the treat. After they had eaten and washed their 

hands and feet, and talked over their affairs, Sidi Hamet 

again called me to him, and told me he should set out in the 

morning for Swearah in· company with our host, Sidi Mo­

hammed, where he hoped, with God's blessing, to arrive in 

three days, for he should travel on a mule, bugelah, and 

push on night and day: that I must write a letter to my 

friend, which he would carry, and, said he, " if your friend 

will fulfil your engagements and pay the money for you and 

your men, you shall be free; if not, you must die, for having 

deceived me, and your men shall be sold for what they will 

bring. I have fought for you, (added he;) have suffeFed hun­

ger, thirst, and fatigue, to restore you to your family, for I 

believe God is with you. I have paid away all my mo~ey 

on your word alone: Seid and Bo-Mohammed will stay and 

guard you during my absence; they will give you as much 

khobs (bread) and l'hash (pudding) as you can eat; so go and 

sleep till morning." This night was spent on my part il'l. a 

state of anxiety not easy to conceive: to whom should I 

write? I knew nobody at Mogadore, and yet I must take 

my chance. J -remembered my remarkable dream-it had 

literally come to pass thus far,-why should I doubt its whole 

accomplishment? yet I could not rest. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The Auth;)r writes a lettel'-Sidi Hamet sets out with it J01' 

Swearah-the arrival oj Slzeick Ali, an extraordinary cha­

racter. 

EARLY the next morning we were called up and directed 

to go within the gates. My master said to me-" Come, 

Riley, write a letter," giving me at the same time a scrap of 

paper, not so wide as my haud, and about eight inches long; 

be had also got a little black ~taining liquid and a reed to 

write with. I now begged hard to be taken along with him, 

but he would not consent, though I told him I would leave 

my son whom I loved more than myself, behind me as an 

hostage, and three men; but all would not do, the th~Dg was 

determined on. He then told me, that what I had agreed to· 

give him was not sufficient; that I must tell my friend, in the 

letter, to p.ay two hundred dollars for myself, two hundred 

for Horace, two hundred for Aaron, one hundred and sixty 

for Clark, and the same for Burns, adding that I had pro­

mised him a good double-barrelled gun, and I must give 

him that, and one to Seid also. "Seid is a bad man~ (said 

GG~ 
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he,) but he helped to save your life, and must have a gun." 

So 1 took the reed, and wrote on the slip of paper, as ncar 

as I can recollect, the following letter: 

" Sir, 

" rrhc brig COmnieL·ce from Gibraltar for America, was 

wrecked on Cape Bojador, on the 28th August last; myself 

and four of the crew arc here nearly lIaked in Barbarian 

slavery: 1 conjure you by all the tics that bind man to man, 

by those of kindred blood, and every thing you hold most 

dear, aud by as much as liberty is dearer than life, to ad­

vance the money required for our redemption, which is nine 

hundred f1nd twenty dollars, and two double-barrelled guns: 

I can draw for any <lmount, the moment I am at liberty, on 

BaLard, Sampson & Sharp, London-Cropper & Benson, 

LiveJlpool- M unroe & Hurton, Lisbon, or on Horatio ' 

Sprague, GihraJl;ctr. Should 'yOLL not rcljeve me, 1Il'y life 

must instanLly pay the f()r(~it. I leav0. a wife and five help­

less childmlJ to deplore JlJy cipn,th. J\ify companions arc 

Aaron H. Savage, Tfora(:e Savage, Jalll0.s Clark, and Thomas 

Burns. 1 left six more in slavery on the Desert. My present 

master, Sidi Ilalllet, will hand you this, and tell you where we 

arc- he is a worthy ;llan. Worn down to the bones by the 

most dreaJful of all sufferings-naked and a slave, I implore 

your pity, and trust that such di~tress will not be suffered to 
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plead in vall1. For God's sake, send an interpreter and a 

guard for us, if that is possible. I speak French and Spanish. 

JAMES R.ILEY, late :Mastel' and Supel'caTgo 

of the bTig CommeTce." 

While I was writing the above, they procured an additional 

scrap of paper, being a part of a Spanish bill of lading, on 

which I wiote a part of my letter, that could not be written 

legibly on the first scrap. Having folded them up, I directed 

them to the" English, French, Spanish, or American consuls, 

or any Christian merchants in Mogadore or Swearah." 

I purposely omitted mentioning that we were Americans 

because I did not know that there ,vas an American agent 

there, and I had no doubt of there being an English consul 

or agent in that place. My master was hurrying me while 

I was writing, and both he and my host, Seid, and the young 

man, and many others who stood by,- were surprized to see 

me make the Arabic numeraJs ; for the characters we use in 

arithmetic are no other than the real ancient. Arabic figures, 

which have served them for thousands of years; they re­

marked to each other that I must have been a slave bef.ore, 

to some Arabian who had taught me the use of them, 

contrary to their law, because he had found me to be a smart 

active fellow. 1\1)' master, taking my letter, then mounted 

one mule, and Sidi Mohammed another, and rode off 

together very fast to the east. 
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We remained here seven days, during which time they 

kept us shut up in the yard in the day time, where the cows~ 

sheep and asses rested, and at night they locked us up in a 

dreary cellar. Seid and Eo-Mohammed guarded us all the 

day, not because they feared we would attempt to escape, 

but because some of the neighbouring people might steal 

and run off with us, and in the night time they lay on their 

arms outside the door, to prevent a surprize. 'We had as 

much barley bread twice a day as we wanted, l'hash once a 

day, and plenty of water. This food, though palatable, pro­

duced and kept up a continual dysentery; our bowels 

seemed to ferment like beer, and we were tortured with 

cholics. Our numerous sores had Ilow~ime to heal, and our 

bodies became mostly skinned over before our masters 

returned; but the hremorroids distressed us extremely. All 

the inhabitants who lived near, and all those who heard that 

Christians were in the place, (for they call all Europ€ans 

Christians,) came to see us. Some were very familiar, and 

all wished to know if we were mechanics: froin that circum-. 

stance I concluded that mechanics were very much wanted, 

and of great importance among these people, and that there 

would be no possibility of getting clear of them, if once they 

should find Qut our usefulness in that way. I therefore told 

them that we were all brought up sailors from our childhood, 

and knew no other business. One tried to make me layout 

and hew a pair of posts for a door to a house that waS-
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building within the 'walls of tile village, and gave me a line 

to measure the length of them, and tried to teach me to span 

it off; but I would not understand him. They next put a 

kind of adze into my hand, and bade me fit the posts in. I 

took the tool, and began to cut at ralldom, gouging out a 

piece here, an.c splitting it there, doing more hurt than good·; 

and, at tile same time, by my awkward and clumsy manner, 

taking care to make-them believe that I could do no better. 

Some were satisfied that -I had done my very best, but by far 

the greater part of them 'were of opinion that a smart appli­

cation of the whip would put my meclmnieal powers into 

complete operation, and I really expected they would apply 

this stimulus; for one of them ran and fetched a stout stick, -

and was about to lay it on, when Bo-:l\10hammea, who re­

presented Sidi Hamet, int€rfered and saved me from a 

cudgelling. :Mr. Savage, Clark, Burns, and HQ'race, were 

each tried in their turns, who following my instructions, were 

soon relieved from all further requisition. From this circum..; 

stance it is evident, that the less useful a Christian makes 

himself "\Yhen a slave to the Arabs, especially in a mechanical 

way, the less value they will set upon h~m, and he will not 

only have a chance of getting ransomed, but it may be 

effected on easier terms than otherwise; for I am fully con­

vinced, that if we had shown ourselves capable in those arts, 

which theArabs highly prize, such as caTpenters, smiths, shoe­

makers, &c. &c. we should have been sold at high prices, ana 

soo~ carried away bfyond the possibility of redemption.: . 
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Four days after Sidi Hamet's departure, some papers were 

shown to me by one of the men who lived in the neighbour­

hood, which I found, on examination, to be, first, the 

register of the Spanish schooner 11!aria; issued by the 

custom-house at Cadiz in May, 1814; second-a bill of sale 

of the same schooner, made out at the island of Grand 

Canary in 1812, of the same date with the register. Many 

articles of clothing that had belonged to her crew were also 

shown me; and the topmast, jib-boom, and other small 

spars of a vessel, served to support the floor over our nightly 

pJ;lson. I made inquiries, as far as it was possible, in order 

to find out something respecting this vessel, which I pre­

sumed must have been wrecked- near this place;' and was 

informeA:Lthat the preceding year a schooner anchored 'on 

this part Df the coast to catch fish, and to trade; that these 

people found means to get alongside of her in the night in 

b0ats, and after killing the captain and three men, got 

possession of her; when haviI;lg taken out the money and 

other valuables, they cut her cables, and ran her on shore: 

that they then made the survivil,g part of the crew assist in 

tearing the wreck to pieces, and in carrying it up to build 

hous!)s with, I asked how many people were on board her, 

and where the remainder of the crew were; and was in­

formed, by a serious looking old man, that it consisted of 

seventeen souls at first; that four were slain in the conflict 

when she was captured; that five more had died since, and 

that the remaining eight were a great way off to the south. 
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east, where they were employed in working on the land and 

making houses. Others said, they had gone to Swearah, and 

from thence to their own country ; but I could easily per­

ceive by their looks that those poor fellows had either been 

massacred, or were now held in slavery, where neither the 

voice of liberty, nor the hand offriendship, was ever likely 

to reach them. The people here, both old and young, 

could speak many words of Spanish, though they did not 

know their meaning, but made use of them at a venture at all 

times-these were a set of the very coarsest and most vulgar 

words the Spanish language affords, and had been uttered, 

no doubt, by poor unfortunate slaves, natives of Spa,in, when 

they were suffering the greatest misery, and when execrating 

these savages. One young fellow spoke several words of 

English, such as, "good morning-good night," &c. and 

was master of a considerable list of curses. He one day 

came up to :1\1r. Savage, and said-" button, cut it wit a nif," 

and at the same time laid hold of a button on his. pantaloons. 

Mr. Savage was very much surprized to hear a language he 

.could understand, but these words and the oaths and curses 

constituted the whole of his EngJjsh education. Every 

p erson here had either a long knife or a scimitar always 

slung by his side. Among the rest, several negroes came to 

look at us, some of whom ,,"ere slaves and some free, and 

they ,,·ere all M ohammedans-these were allowed to sit on a 

mat beside our masters, and make remarks on us as we were 

JIll 
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placed among the fresh !llallure at a short distance. Seid 

desired to know what we called black men; I told him 

negroes, at which name tJlC negroes seemed very indignant, 

and much enra,ged. 

On the sixth day of my master's absence, a man arrived 

and took up his lodging with our guards-he was about six 

feet iu hcight, and proportionably stout; his colonr was 

something between that of a uegro and an Arab; when he 

came in he was saluted by Seid and the others in company 

by the name of Sheick Ali, (or Ali the chief.) This man 

possessed talents of that superior cast which never fail to 

command the greatest respect, and at the same time to 

inspire dread, awe, and reverence. He appeared to be only 

.a guest or visitor. In his deportment he was grave and 

dignified: he raised his voice on occasions terribly, and 

spoke in tones almost of thunder; yet when he wished to 

please by condescension and courtesy, it thrilled on the ea.r 

like SOlU1ds of softest music; his manner and air were very 

commanding, and his whole aspect amI demeanour bore the 

·stamp of the most daring courage and unflinching firmness. 

He was the most eloquent man I had ever heard speak; 

persuasion dwelt upon his tongue; while he spoke, all the 

company observed tile most profound silence, mId with open 

mouths seemed to inhale his honied sentcnces. He pro­

nounced with the most perfect emphasis; the elegant 

cadence so much admired in eastern oratory seemed to have 
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flcquired new beauties froll1 his 1~1anJJer of delivery: his 

articulation was so clear and distinct, and his countenance 

and actions so intelligent and expressive, that I could un­

derstand him perfectly, though he spoke in the Arabic 

language. He would settle all controverted points among 

the disputants, when applied to, in an instant, and yet with the 

utmost gracefulness and' dignity. This extraordinary chief 

was often conversing in a low tone of voice with Seid 

respecting me and my men-he said he beligved me to be a 

very artful fellow, and capable of any action, either good or 

bad; and said he did not doubt but my friends would raise' 

any sum of money that might be demanded for my ransom,. 

He regretted very much that he had not seen Sidi Hamet 

before he set out for Swearah, and concluded to remain with 

us until his return. He questioned me very particularly as 

to my country, my friends, family, property, &c.-he also 

wished to know all the story of my shipwreck, and was very 

curious to find out what quantity of money, and· what other 

property, fell into th~ hands of those who first met with us 

after the vessel was wrecked, and what crime was committed 

to induce these Moslemin to kill Antonio. Hg next examined 

our bodies all over, and on one of Clark's arms his attention 

was arrested by a cross, and several other marks of Christian 

insignia that had been pricked in with Indian ink, in thg 

manner of the Spanish and other sailors; the stain remained. 

entire, though the skin had many times been changed, and 

HHZ 
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now seemed drawn tight over the bone. This being a COll­

clusive proof in the Sheick's mind of Chl'istianity, he pro­

nounced him " a Spaniard," and said he should not be 

redeemed, but must go to tlQe mountains, and work with him. 

Every thing that this man said seemed to carry with it a 

weight that bore down all opposition. 

We had, during Sidi Hamet's absence, (after the fifth 

day,) been in constant expectation of receiving news from 

h~m, or that he himself would return, and our keepers 

inquired of every stranger who came from the eastward, if 

they had seen him, but obtained no news until the seventh 

day, when one of the most fierce and ill-looking men I had 

el'el' beheld, approached the wall, and hailed Seid by name, 

ordering him in an imperious tone to open the gate directly. 

Seid demanded to know who he was-he replied, Ullah 

Omal'; that he came from Swearah, and had met Sidi 

Hamet near that place, who l;equested him to call and tell 

Seid where he was, and that God had prosJ:lered his j?urney 

so far. The gate was now opened, and the stranger entered: 

he was of a dark complexion, nearly six feet in height, and 

extremely muscular; had a long musket in his hand, a pair 

of horse pistols hanging in his belt, and a scimitar and two 

long Jmi~Tes slung by his sides, with the haick or blanket for 

a dress, and a large white turban on his head; he had a 

pair of )ong iron spurs, which were fastened to his slippers 

of yellow Morocco leather ; he rode a beautiful horse, which 
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seemed fleet and vigorous, and he appeared to be about 

forty years of age. This was the first man I had seen 

harnessed in this way. Sheick Ali knew him, and shook 

him most cordially by the hand, and aft€r exchanging salu­

tations all round, hearing I was the captain, he addressed 

me, and told me he had seen my friend, Sidi Hamet; that 

he met him within one day's ride of Swearah; that he would 

no doubt be here on t~e morrow, for that God had pros­

pered his journey on account of me, and added, that he 

hoped my friend in Swearah or Mogdola would be . as true 

to me as Sidi Hamet was: he then spoke to all my men, 

who, though they did not underst.:"Lnd him , yet were rejoiced 

to hear, through me, that there was · a prospect of my 

master's returning soon. This man had two powder horns 

slung from his neck, and a pouch, in which he carried a 

wooden pipe and some tobacco, besides a plenty of leaden 

balls and slugs. My shipmates wanted some tobacco very 

much, and I asked him for a little, upon which he gav€ me 

a handful of very good tobacco, and seemed exceedingly 

pleased to have it in his power to administer conifOlt to 

such miserable beings. I imagined from his whole deport­

ment that he resembled one of those high-spirited, heroic, 

and generous robbers, that are so admirably described in 

ancient history. Seid furnished him with some food, which 

I now learned they called cous-koo-soo, with some slices of 

pumplOn or squash spread over it in the bowl, and well 
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peppered. This dish, which is made of small balls of flour, 

boiled with a fowl and vegetables, looked (for I had not the 

pleasure of tasting it) like a very nice dish. After they had 

washed, drunk water, eaten, washed again, and prayed 

together, Ullah Omar took his leave. During the whole of 

the time we rema,ined here, our keepers washed themselves 

all over with water twice a day, before mid-day and evening 

prayers, and always washed their hands before and after 

eating. 

The state of my mind, in the meantime, can be more easily 

conceived than described, during this day and the next, 

which was the eighth., I longed to know my fate; and yet 

I must own, I trembled at the thoughts of what it might be, 

and at the conditions I had' myself proposed at my last 

purchase, and had so often since confi,rmed. If my master 

should find no one who should be willing to pay the money 

for my redemption, my fate was sealed. I had already 

agreed to have my throat cut! this could not be prevented; 

yet when I made this agreement I was naked and on a vast 

and dreary desert, literally without a skin; my remaining 

flesh was roasted on my body; not a drop of fresh water to 

quench my burning thirst, nor even an herb or any other 

thing to satisfy the cravings of hunger: my life was fast 

'wasting away, and there was not even a hope remaining, or 

a possibility of existing long in my then forlorn condition: 

both myself and my companions would have sold our live.s 
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for a drink of fresh water or a morsel of bread. In that 

most dismal and desperate situation, I imagined that if I 

could once get to the cultivated country beyond the Desert, 

I should fi nd some food to support nature, and fresh water 

to allay our thirst. My remarkable dream had also given 

me courage to hope for redemption; but if I was not re­

deemed myself, I felt it my duty to exert myself to the 

utmost to preserve the lives of my shipmates; they might, 

some of them, I fancied, possibly survive, even though I 

should not, and be at length restored to their country and 

friends, in consequence of my exertions, and convey to my 

distressed family the sad tidings of my wTetched fate. 

Circumstances were now changed; I had passed the dangers 

of the Desert, and arrived in the cultivated country; we had 

now plenty of good water, and some food and shelter; and 

though my flesh was nearly all wasted away, yet a new skin 

had succeeded, and nearly covered my bones. My desire 

to live kept pace with the increase of my comforts; I longed 

for the return of my master, and yet I anticipated it with 

the most fearful and dreadful apprehensions. I could not 

sleep: alternate hope and fear kept me in a state of con­

tinual agitation. I calculated on the moment of his arrival 

as decisive of my fate. It would either restore me to 

liberty, or doom me to instant death ; I trembled at every 

noise occasioned by the opening of the gate, on any new 

arrival. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

A Moor m-rives from 11!Jogadore, bringing a letter-the letter 

-they set out for that city. 

THE eighth day of my master's absence passed tediously 

away; when after dark we heard a trampling (,mtsid6 the 

walls: Seid went forth to learn its cause, and S00n retl!llTled 

with Sidi Mohammed, followed by a welll00kiRg Moor :­

they came directly to tmat part of the yard where we were 

sitting on the grol1nd, trembling with apprehension and with 

cold. When they came near me, the M00r called out and 

said, in English, " How de-do, Capetan?" This raised me 

and all my meR froIn the ground; I felt as if my heart was 

forcing its way up into my throat, and it entirely obstructed 

my breath. I eagerly seized his hand, and begged to know 

who he was, and what was my doom, and if Sidi Harnet 

had come back; he then asked me in Spanish, if I s]'>oke 

that language, and beiag answe-red in the affirmative, he 

informed me, in Spanish, that he came from Mogadore; that 

my lettel' had been received by one of the best of men, an 

Englishman, who was his friend, and who 'had shed tears 

on reading my letter: that he had paid the money to my 
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master immediately, and had sent him (the Moor) off, with­

out giving him scarcely a moment's time to take leave of his 

wife, and that he had been on his mule ever' since he left 

'/ Swearah, travelling on as fast as possible, night and day. 

The anxiety of my companions by . this time had risen to 

such a pitch, that they broke in upon his story, on which I. 
communicated to them the thrice we1cOlue and happy intel­

ligence, that we had a friend who would redeem us fi'om 

slavery. Our souls were overwhelmed with j0Y, and yet we' 

tremblad with apprehension lest it might not be true; alas! 

perhaps it was only a delusive dream, or some cruel trick 

to turn our miseries into mockery. At this moment, ho~v­

evert the Moor handed me a letter: I broke it open; but 

my emotions were such, that it was impossible for me to, 

read its contents, and I handed it to :M.1'. Savage; for my 

frame trembled to such a degree, that I could not stand, 

and I sank to the earth, but, thank God, not senseless; 

while, by means of the light of a fire, he read as follows:-

Mogadore, October 25, 1815. 

ll'IY DEAR AND AFFLICTED SIR, 

I have this moment received your two notes by: Sidi Ha­

met, the contents of which, I hope, you will be perfectly 

assured have called forth my most sincere pity for your suf­

ferings and those of your companions in captivity. 

By a Gibraltar paper I discover, under the arrivals from 

the 5th to the 11th August, the name of your vessel, and 

•. I I 



242 RILEY'S SHIPWRECK, AND 

that she was American, from which I conclude both you 

and your crew must be subjects of the U ruted States: had 

it not been for the paper adverted to, some delay would have 

occurred, as you do not 'state in your notes to what nation 

you belong. 

I congratulate you most sincerely on the good fortune 

yot! and your fellow sufferers have met, by being in the 

hands of a man who seems to be guided by some degree of 

commiseration. 

I can in some measure participate in the severe and dan­

gerous sufferings and hardships you must have undergone; 

but, my ' dear Sir, console yourself, for, thanks be to God, I 

hope they will soon have a happy issue; for which purpose 

I devoutly pray the great Disposer of all things will give you 

and your unfortunate companions health and strength once 

more to visit your native land. 

This letter will be delivered you by Rais bel Cossim, in 

whom you may place the fullest faith; he speaks Spanish, 

'3~d has directions to pay attention to your orders, and ren­

der you every care your severe misfortunes may require :­

be pleased to write me an immediate answer, stating every 

particular relating to yourself, Y0ur crew, and vessel, as I 

have given orders to the Moor to forward it to me without 

-delay. 

I have agreed to pay the sum of nine hundred and twenty 

hard dollars to Sidi Hamet on your safe arrival in this town, 
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with your fellow sufferers; he remains here as a kind of 

hostage for your safe appearance. 

I have been induced to trust implicitly to your word, and 

the respectable references you have given, in confidence 

that those gentlemen, or yourself. will readily reimburse me 

the whole of the expenses that may be incurred in obtaining 

your redemption. 

I have the most sincere pleasure to acquaint you, you will 

be at liberty to commence your journey for this town on the 

receipt of this letter, and make what stages you . please on 

the road, as I do not advise you, in the eagerness of all you 

must feel, to run into danger by over-exertion and fatigue: 

I would, therefore, recommend the greatest precaution on 

this point. I have sent, under charge of Rais bel Cossim, 

shoes and cloaks, which I have no doubt you will find very 

useful in preserving you from rain or cold on the road. 

I have also forwarded you some provisions and spirits, 

that you may enjoy a foretaste of returning liberty. 

I beg to recommend the greatest secrecy of your circum­

stances until your arrival here, for should the Moors sup­

pose you able to pay more, they would th!'ow difficulties in 

the way, and thereby much retard your redemption. 

I shall send off an express to-morrow to the United States' 

Consul General at Tangier, and a letter to Mr. Horatio 

Sprague of Gibraltar, informing them of your loss, and of 

the favourable hopes I entertain of your immediate release. 

I 12 
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I have appointed with Rais bel Cossim, on your arrival at 

a short distance from Mogadore, to wait . at the gard~n of a 

friend of mine, and send me notice of the same, when I shall 

immediately set out to meet you. 

I trust there is no occasion for me to say how truly I com­

miserate and enter into all your misfortunes; when God 

grants me the pleasure to embrace you, it will be to me a 

day of true rejoiciHg. I beg you will assure everyone with 

you of my truest regard-and with sentiments embittered by 

the thoughts of the miseries you have undergone, but with 

the most sanguine bope of a happy end to all your suffer­

ings, I subscribe myself, with the greatest esteem, my dear 

~ir, your friend, 

'\iV ILLIAM WILLSHIRE. 

P. S. I willingly agree to advance the money, consider­

ing a month or more must elapse before I could receive an 

answer from Mr. Sprague. I therefore concluded you would 

prefer being at liberty in this town, to experiencing a pro­

longation of your sufferings during that period. I shall be 

happy in rendering you every comfort that my house and 

this country can afford . W. W. 

My feelings, during the reading of this letter, may perhaps 

be conceived, but I cannot attempt to describe them; to 

form an idea of my emotions at that time, it is necessary for 

the reader to transport himself in imagination to the country 
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'Where I then was, a wretched slave, and to fancy himself as 

having passed through all the dangers and distresses th~t I 

had experienced: reduced to the lowest pitch of hmnan 

wretchedness, degradation, and despair, a skinless skeleton, 

expecting death at every instant: then let him fancy himself 

receiving such a letter from a perfect stranger, whose name 

he had never before heard, and from a place where there 

was not an individual creature that had ever before heard of 

his existence, and in one of the most barbarous regions of 

the habitable globe: let him receive at the same time clothes 

to cover and defend his naked, emaciated, . and trembling 

frame, shoes for his mangled feet, and such provisions as he 

had been accustomed to in his happier days-let him find a 

soothing and sympathizing friend in a barbarian, and one 

who spoke perfectly well the language of a Christian nation; 

and with all this let him behold a prospect of a speedy 

liberation and restoration to his beloved family :-here let 

him pause, and his healt must, like mine, expand near to 

bursting with gTatitude to his all-wise and beneficent Creator, 

who' had upheld his tottering fi-ame, and preserved in his 

bosom the vital spark, while he conducted him with un~ 

erring wis~om and goodness, through the greatest pcrils and 

sufferings, by a continued miracle, and now prepared the 

hcmt of a stranger to accomplish what had been before 

determined. 

The letter being finished, we could only raise our eyes and 
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hearts to heaven in adoration and silent thankfulness, while 

tears of joy trickled down our haggard cheeks. Amidst 

lhesc joyful and heart-llll'illing sensations, my attention was 

aroused by the thundering voice of Sheick Ali, who stormed 

away most furiously on being informed that Sidi Hamet had 

given up me and my companions for such a paltry sum:­

he said, Sidi Hamet must be a fool and a madman to put 

himself' in the power of a villano us Christian, who would 

• undoubtedl y murder him and take back his money so so.on 

as we ~hoLllrl arrive in Swcarah. The Moor, who had 

1)ithel'to remained silent, now spoke out in a very spirited 

manncr, alld told the Shcick in a very firm, but eloquent 

and persuasive tone, that he had bought me and my com­

panions with his own money, which he had paid to Sidi 

Hamet beforc he left Swcarah; and that he (S idi Hamet) 

reITmined l,here voluntarily as a hostage for his (Rais bel 

Cossirn's) safety, as well as security for the delivery of the 

slaves. 

" We ,u'e of the same religion, (added Rais,) anel owe 

Hhese Christian dogs nothing; but we have an undoubted 

right to make merchandise of them, and oblige them to carry 

01.11' .burdens like camels. That fellow (said he, pointing to 

me) calls himself the captain of a vessel,-he has deceived 

his master and you ; for he was nothing more than cook on 

boa.rd, and the captain has long been dcad." This the 

Sheick would not believe: if it was so, how could I write a 
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note to induce a stranger to pay so much money for me and 

my men? "It was only a ShOlt one, (added he,) and its 

writer must be a man of much consequence as well as 

knowledge. I fear you (though a Moslemin) have l.eagued 

with a Christian against Sidi Hamet, first to rob him o~his 

slaves, and then to take his life." "N o-by Allah! I am 

incapable of such an act of treachery," (retorted Rais) and 

told the Sheick I was indeed the cook, but being a stout 

fellow had been ahle to endure fatigues better than the 

others: "but (added he) give them paper, pen, and ink, 

and they will soon convince you they can all write, and 

much better than Riley." This controversy continued a 

long time, and I found that Rais bel Cossim was a man of 

great courage,-as well as knowledge and eloquence; and he 

certainly displayed great address and management in 

checking the avaricious calculations of the Sheick, by in­

sisting upon my not being a captain, and thus depreciating 

my value as a sla.ve. Seid seemed to have sunken into a kind 

of sullen silence; it was now la.te, and Sidi Mohammed 

conducted the whole company into an apartment that had 

served, from appearance, as a stable for mules. They had 

loudly insisted that we should lodge in the same place where 

we had been before confined, but Rais would not consent, 

and declared that his slaves should stay by his side, both 

night and day. They had cost him a great deal of money, 

(he said,) and he was determined not to lose them. Having 
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thus got into comfoltable quarters, our cloaks were produced 

from a basket, and we put them on. Our friend had sent 

us some hard biscuits, and boiled neats' tongues-he had 

also forwarded tea, coffee, and sugar, and a few bottles of 

FUlll;t with a tea-kettle, tea-pot, CHpS and saucers, all nicely. 

packed up ill a small box. Rais then procured a lighted, 

lamp, and I gave each of my men a slice of tongue, some 

biscuit, and a drink of rum :-this revived their spirits 

exceedingly, and we all felt as if new life was infused 'into 

our hemts, which at the same time swelled with gratitude to 

God for his infinite mercy and goodness. "Ve were next 

regaled with a very fine water melon; and having put on our 

I1ew shoes to make our feet warm, and wrapped ourselves up 

in large cloaks (')1' gzlabbias, we stretched ourselves on the 

ground to sleep, whilst Rais, Seid, an'd his companion Bo­

Mohammed, and Sheick Ali, laid themselves down on a 

platform made of boards that must have been brought from 

the wreck of some vessel, and was raised two feet from the 

ground. The food which I and my companions had eaten, 

together with the melon and liquor, caused us such violent 

griping pains in our stomachs and intestines, that we could 

with great difficulty forbear screaming out with agony, and 

we found no relief till morning, after having passed a sleep­

less night. 

Early in the morning, Rais desired me, in Arabic, to 

make some tea-so I took out the kettle, had it filled with 
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water, made a fire with a few sticks, and soon had the tea 

ready for drinking. The men and boys in and near this 

village, hearing of Sidi Mohammed's return to his family, 

came now to congratulate him, and to see the Moor, who' 

directed me to pour out a cup of tea for each of the men, 

which he made thick with sugar. N one of the people had 

ever before seen such a thing as a tea-cup, nor knew what 

the taste of tea was, and it was with difficulty that several of 

them could be persuaded to drink it, and they appeared to 

be reconciled to it only on account of the sugar. I waited 

on them all until they had finished; when Rais, turning to 

Sheick Ali, said, " I told yOu before that Riley was the cook, 

and now you see with your own eyes that he is the only one 

that can wait upon us." I next made a strong cup of tea 

for ourselves, which had a most remarkable effect in com­

posing and restoring the. tone of our stomachs. 

All our things being soon packed up and loa~ed on mules; 

we set forward at about eight o'clock. The Moor had tried 

to procure mules for us to ride on; but they could . not be. 

had in this part of the country at any price. 'Our comp:;tny 

consisted of Sheick Ali, Sidi Mohammed, (who had been to 

Swearah on_our account,) Seid, our master, Eo-Mohammed, 

(who had assisted in guarding us,) and Rais bel Cossi.m:, all 

well armed. Though he could procure no beasts, exclusively 

for our use, yet Rais managed in such a manner as to let us. 

ride by turns, and :Sums all the time, for he was so feeble 
--

KK 
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as not to be able to walk. So soon as we were on the road, 

Rais bel Cossim begged me to give him an account of my 

misfortunes and sufferings, and by what miracle my life and 

the lives of those who were with me had been preserved­

I satisfied his curiosity as well as I could by a short narra­

tion of the most prominent occurrences. vVhen I had 

finished, he raised his eyes towards heaven with an air and 

expression of true devotion, and exclaimed in Spanish, 

" Praised be God, the most high and holy, for his good­

ness!" then addressing himself to me, he remarked, " You 

have indeed been preserved most wonderfully by the pecu­

liar protection and assistance of an overruling Providence, 

and must be a particular favourite of heaven: there never 

was an instance (added he) of a Christian's passing the 

Great Desert for such a distance before, and you are no 

doubt destined to do some great good in the world; and 

may the Almighty c~ntinQe to preserve you, and restore 

you to your distressed family! Sidi Hamet (added he) ad­

mired your conduct, courage, and intelligence, and says 

they are more than human-that God is with you in all 

your transactions, and has blessed him for your sake." I 

mention this conversation to show the light in which my 

master had viewed me, and dus will account for the interest 

he took in my restoration to liberty, over and above his 

motives of ga~n. 

I now inquired who Sheick Ali was, and why he was 
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going on in company; and said, I much feared him. Rais 

informed me that all he knew about him, he had learned 

from Sidi Mohammed, which was, that he is the chief of a 

very large and powerful tribe of Arabs, who inhabit the hills 

south of us, and near the borders of the Great D esert; that 

Sidi Hamet had married one of his daughters, but had since 

been at war with him, and that in the contest his father-in­

law had destroyed Sidi Hamel's town, and taken back his 

daughter, but afterwards restored her again on making peace 

-that this Sheick could bring ten or fifteen thousand men 

into the field whenever he pleased, and that he was a man of 

the greatest talents and capacity in war, as well as in peace; 

but why he was going on in our company in this manner, 

he could not tell, and agreed with me in suspecting that · it 

could be for no good purpose, yet he observed, " God could 

turn his evil intentions to our good, and that that Power 

which had protected me thus far, would not forsake me· 

until His will was accomplished." 

KK2 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

They come near the ruins of a city where two ,battering 

machines a1'e standing-description of them-stol'y oj its 

datruction---they cross a rive1' and a fruitful valley-lodge 

in a city, and are afterwards stopped by Sheick Ali and the 

prince of an;/ther city, 

WE travelled on in a south-east direction through a very 

sandy ,countiry, with however he:re and there a small Jising, 

and afew cultivated spots, for about five homs, at the rate 

of five m~les an hour, when we c~me opposite the shattered 

walls of a ' desolate town or city that stood not far from our 

path on the right, ' These walls appeared to inclose a square 

spot of about three hundred Yi1rds in extent on each side, 

and they seemed to be at least fifteen feet in height, They 

were built of rough stones, laid in clay or mud, and partly 

daubed over with the same materiaL On the north side, 

thel'e was a gateway handsomely arched over with stone, 

and furnished with a strong heavy-looking wooden gate that 

was now shut, Over the gate there appeared to be a plat­

form for the purpose of defending the gate, for the wall was 

not quite so high in that part as elsewhere, Two battering 
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machines were standing against the western angle of the 

wall, opposite to which a large practicable breach had 

been made by means 'of one of those machines. They 

were both very simple in their structure, but calculated to 

be very powerful in their effects. I could distinctly see 

and examine with my eyes the one nearest to us. It was 

formed, as it appeared to me; in the first place, by laying 

down two large logs of wood at right angles with the wall, 

and about fifteen feet apart, the ends of the logs butting 

against the wall. Into the upper side of each of these logs 

a nitch or mortoise was cut to receive the thick ends of two 

uprights, consisting of two rough trunks of trees, of about 

twelve inches in diameter at their base, of equal lengths, and 

rising to the height of about twenty-five or thirty feet. Each 

upright had a crotch in its upper end, formed by the natural 

branching of the two principal limbs of the tree, like a 

common country well-post in America. These crotches 

being rounded out by art, a stout piece of knotty timber of 

about from twelve to eighteen inches in thickness was placed 

horizontally in them. To the centre of the cross-piece a 

pole of ten or twelve inches in circumference was lashed 

with a strong rope, and to the lower end of this pole, a huge 

rough rock was fastened, weighing from appearance several 

tons. The rock was slung and fastened to the pole by 

means of thick ropes, formed by braiding many thongs pf 

camels' skins together. After the machine had, been fitted 
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together on the ground, it ,had heen raised all in a body by 

the help of long shores or sticks of timber, not so thick as 

the uprights, but nearly twice as long: these shores were 

tied fast to the uprights, near their crotches, by ropes, and 

served to raise and lower the machine at pleasure, and also 

acted as braces to support it when in action. Two short 

props or braces were fixed between the uprights and the 

wall, with one end resting against its base, and the other in a 

notch cut on the inner side of the uprights to help to keep 

them steady, and prevent them from faIling against the walls. 

The rock hung within two or three feet of the ground, like a 

huge pendulum; and having a long rope fastened to its 

slings, stretching off from tl~e wall at least one hundred and 

fi.fliy feet. The manner of applying it, was by the assailants 

laying hold of this rope in great numbers, and then hauling 

off the rock to its greatest extent; all let go at the same 

instant, and the rock swung back with such impetuosity 

against those ill-constructed walls, that its repeated strokes 

soon opened a breach, through which the besiegers entered, 

sword in hand. The' other machine was made of four rough 

sticks of timber, of nearly equal lengths, lashed together at 

their smallest ends, and raised in form of a common triangle, 

or rather a quadrangle; from the point of juncture, a large 

rock was suspended by a rope of camels' skin, braided to the 

thickness of a man's leg, and slung in such a manner as to be 

struck against the wall in the same way as the one first 
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described. My companion, Rais bel Cossim, gave me all the 

information I desired relative to these machines. The ground 

about the breach and near the gate was strewed over with 

dry human bones; and my curiosity being much excited to 

know the histG-ry of this melancholy scene of carnage and 

desolation, I requested Rais to communicate to me the par­

ticulars; but not being, it seems, acquainted with them 

himself, he applied to Sidi Mohammed on the subject, who 

thereupon gave the following relation, while Rais translated 

into Spanish for me such parts as I did not perfectly under­

stand in Arabic, by which means I was enabled thoroughly 

to comprehend the whole narrative. 

" That city (said. Sidi Mohammed, pointing towards it 

with his staff) was built by Omar Raschid, about forty years 

ago; he named it Widnah. H~ was a very brave and pious 

man: and the number of his family and friends, consisting at 

first of no more than five hundred souls, when the city was 

built, increased so rapidly, that in a few years they amounted 

to several thousands: they planted those fig, date, pomegra­

nate, olive, and other trees which you now see near the' 

walls; they cultivated the fields round about, and made 

gardens; had abundance of bread, beasts, and cattle of 

every kind, and becanle exceedingly rich and great, for God 

was with them. In all their transactions, they were re­

spected, loved,' and feared by all their neighbours, because 

they were wise and just. TIllS man was called Omar el 
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11filliah ; (or Omar the good;) he was my best friend whew 

living, (said Sidi,) and helped me when I was very- low in the 

world, but the best men have enemies-so it was with 

Omar; he had an inveterate enemy from his youth, who 

lived among the mountains to the southward of his city, 

whose name was Sheiclc Sulmin. 'flus Sheick, about twenty 

years ago, came down with a great host and invested the 

city of Omar; but Omar taking advantage of the darkness 

of the night, sallied out of his city at a private passage, with 

all his forces, and falling upon his besiegers unawares, 

killed a great number, . and put the ,remainder to a shameful 

flight-from that time until the time of his death, (which 

happened two years ago,) he enjoyed a profound peace on 

every side. After Omar's death, his eldest son, Muley 

Ismael, (for he caused himself to be called a prince,) took 

upon him the · government of the city. He was a very 

effeminate man, entirely devoted to sensual pleasure, and 

had .a great number of wives and concubines. The people 

had long enjoyed a profound peace, and confided in their 

strength; when about a year ago one of the br01<hers of 

Ismael, Ilamed Kesh-bah, who was very ambitious, and 

being fired with resentment at the conduct of Muley Ismael, 

in taking away from him his betrothed wife, left the city, 

and repaired to the mouI).tains, where having found his 

father's old enemy still living, he stirred him up to war 

against . the city. The old Sheick soon collected a powerful 
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army of hungry and rapacious Arabs on the borders of the 

Desert, and came down the mountains, bringing 011 -their 

camels the battering machines you now see standing there. 

When this host approached the city, it was in the dead of th~­

night, and all within were asleep, for they dwelt carelessly 

and dreamed of no danger, and felt so secure, that they did 

110t even keep a watch. The Sheick and his host drew near 

the walls in perfect silence, and raised their battering 

machines undiscovered: it was now nearly daylight, when 

both machines were put in operatIon at the same instant, and 

t;he gate was also attacked by means of large stones hung 

from the upper extremities of long poles by ropes, which 

poles stood up on end, and were managed by the hands of 

the Arabs. 'The first strokes against the walls and gate 

shook them to their very foundations, and awakened the 

slothful inhabitants, who flew to the walls in order to make a 

defence; but it was too late; the enemy were thunaering 

against them; all was confusion within; those who attacked 

the gate were repulsed with great slaughter by those who 

mounted the platform over it, but the walls were already 

shattered to pieces, and the assailants entered the breaches 

over heaps of their dead and dying enemies. 

" It was now daylight, and an indiscriminate slaughter of 

the inhabitants ensued; all was blood and carnage; every 

male was put to death, except two, who escaped over the 

wall to carry tidings of the fate of the town to their frieng,s 

LL 
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and neighbours. All the women a]ld children shared the 

same fate, except two 'hundred virgins, who were spared fot 

the use of the conquerors. , They next plundered the slain 

of their clothing and Ollqaments; ,gathered up all, the .spoil, 

~nd drove off the _oxen, sheep, camels, and asses, amd de­

part~d" lea.v1ng tm.e city before mid-day a heap of ruins, 

covered with the' fna)Rgled carcasses of i1Js once , highly. 

favoured inhabitants: they were in such haste as to leave . 

the battering machines stand~Rg, and made off by way .of 

the plain southward. The inhabitants of the neighboming 

towns soon collected, and pU,rsuing,them with great vigour, 

came up with ~hem Oll the side of the .mountain the next 

morning, while the invaders, sending forward their &poil! 

took, a stati(j)J,l . in a steep narrow pass, and!, prepared fOli 

battle. It was a very long and bloody fight, hut .SulmiR's< 

men a'olled ,down great stones fronUhe precipices upon their. 

pursu@r:s,who were a.t last forcea to retl?eat, ' l€avin@.abol'lt 

halftMir 'number mead aRd wounded on tlu~ gl'ound." 

( ' S,~di Jl10hamrned was Olle of the pursuers, amd now showed 

me a very large scar from a: wound he then recei¥e<!l Ol'l his 

breast hY 'a musket ball. Sidi Ishern, a very powerful priR~e, 

had in the mean time he~.rd ~he m:€.w's, and assel'l1hlyd a very 

large , aL'1l1Y, and, pursued the ellemy by another way. ; but 

thoy hacL fled to the Desert, arid could not be . overtaken. ' 

'Jlhe dead bodies im:: and abo'lttt' the city had ' become so 

putrid befoile the pursuit was over, tm.alt none could a1'lpFoach 
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to bury them, a<nd they were devoured by dogs, a.nd wild· 
1 

beasts, and billd'S of prey. "They had offended the 

Almighty 'by their pride, (observed Sidi Mohaml~led,) ood 

none could be found to save them. Thus peri,shed Widnah 

and its haughty inhabita.nti>." 

I was at that time riding along on a mule next to Rais 

bel Cossim and Sidi Mohammed, whil,st tl~e latter recounted 

the transaction in a most solemn tone. My sensations at 

beholding the desolate ruins of a once populous town" 

whose inhabitants had all been cut off in <Ir fe,~ hours IDy the 

unexpected ilTuption of a ferocious and unsparing foe, may 

easily be conceived. I was at first induced ~o con,sidet the­

story as fictitious, but my €yes warranted the belief of it. 

and-the sight of the battering machines, together with the 

breaches in the wail, and the dry human bones, afforded 

conclusive evidence e~Ten to fhe minds of my fellow-pri­

soners, who did not understand the narrative, that here had 

once stood a town, which had been sacked ahd destroyed. 

After leaving these ruins, we conti-hlled on ahQ1!lt an ' east 

course for three hours, when we came to the hank of a 

stream -or fresh water river, which_ was now no larger than a 

brook, owing to the dryness of the season. It flowed from 

the south-east, and bent it~ course through a broad valley 

in a crooked channel, nearly north, towards the sea-shore., 

On its left bank, which was very high land, stood two con­

siderable walled villages, and a great number of small 

LL2 
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squaTe-~alled itlclosures on the same banklJlDuthward, some , 
in Juitls and some apparently in good repair. The walls 

were made of rough stones laid in clay,- and th~ houses_ 

had flat roofs. On the margin of the brook were a great, 

number of gardens fenced in with dry thorn bushes, placed 

OIl the gfClund, and planted chiefly · with the pri_ckly-pear; 

but some ,yith squashe/>, cabbJlges, &c. At a distance on 

both sides of this stream, we saw a number of square stone 

sanctuaries, or saint hOl!lse_S', with rOllad domes :-they did 

Rot appear to be more than ten or fifteen feet square, and 

were all nicely whitewashed. This bank of th~ river bore 

strong marks of having been washed to a very great height 

from the plaoe where the stream then flowed, and, on in­

quiring of Sidi Mohammed, I Was informed that the whole 

of the valley between the two high batiks (which from 

appearltnCeS must be five or six miles wide) ,was entirely 

coveted with wateF during some part of the season, or when 

great rains fall; at which times traveliers were obliged to go 

up the baRks three days' journey to" a fall before they could 

cross it: tllat he himself had once been that way, but for 

the last five yea,rs the land had been so cursed ,~ith 

@.roughts, that it had not once overflowed its present bea 

where we crossed it, and where it was not more than twenty 

) rards wide, and one foot in depth. 

As we passed along dose to the , prickly-pears, which 

hung over the thorn bushes; bearing yellow fruit, ,some of 
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my men plucked them and put them in their mouths, with­

out regarding the sharp prickles with which these pears 

were ·covered, so that their tongues and the roofs. ·of their 

mouths were literally filled with them : on the first touch, 

they were extremely painful, and were extracted afterwards 

with much difficulty. There were also on both sides of this 

river, near where we crossed it, numerous herds, and many 

inhabitants. We trayelled along the right bank of the river 

for several miles, until it became.. both- wide and deep, for it 

met the tide water from the sea; when coming within sight 

of a city .on the high right bank, we made towards it. On 

our approaching within two miles of its walls, we passed 

large fields of Indian com and barley corn, and gardens 

filled with most kinds of common vegetables. The borders 

of these fields and gardens were planted with date, fig, 

pomegranate, orange, and other fruit trees in great numbers, 

and many clumps of grape vines: the soil of this spot ap­

peared to be of the richest black mould . As we passed 

along in a high footway, formed by throwing up the turf 

from the inclosures, {apparently, to make them perfectly 

level, or all of a gentle descent,) we saw hundreds of the 

inhabitants busily employed in gathering the , Indian corn 

and barley corn into heaps, for it was now their harvest 

time, while others, (men and boys,) were loading it ·in sacks 

and baskets on camels, mules, and asses, and driving them, 

thus loaded with the rich products of the soil, into their city. 

-. 
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These several inclosures contained, I should judge, one 

hu~dred acres of land, divided from each otber by mud 

<valls, strewed with dry thorn bushes; the . whole were' 

watered by means of a considerable stream brought from 

the aeights near the city, in a large ditch,and carried,round 

each inclosure in smal[ gutrlicrs, dl!lg for the purpose; so' 

that anyone of the owners could either water the whole 01' , 

any part of his field or garden, at pleasure. ' Hundreds of 

oxcn and cows, sheep and goa:ts, ,,'ere fceding in the newly 

cleared ~elds, whose 'thin and famishcd appearallce proved. 

they had been forced to feed on scanty and dried up 

herbage during the surl'lln.el' mOl\~hs, and that on account of 

the long and e!{cessive droughts, '\jhey had memly been able 

to exist. Rais also illformed me, that the locusts had nipped 

off and destroyed nearly every verdant thing in the w'lilole 

oountry; aad that for the last five ycars they had laid waslle 

wholc provinces in the empire of Mol'ooco. 

We 110W al11ved at the city, and entered it at a very large 

gateway, with Otlf camoIs and mules, and tOQk up our quar-" 

tel'S in a smith's shop, near the gate. It was after sunset 

when we entered ,this t'O'W1i, and I could observe one broad 

street, that appeared to run its Whole length. The house5 

were built of rough stones, principally laid in clay, bl~tsome 

in lime; all of one story high, and flat roofed; there were 

no , indows next the street, except a small apettme in each 

6ne not a foot square, for the purpose probably of admitting 
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light. They had each a stout plank door strongly made, and 

furnished witil a big clLU11Sy iron lock. The corn continued 

to pass into the city till dark,-all the camels, oxen, cows, 

sheep, goats, and asses, belonging to the inhabitants, and 

which were very nLUnerOllS, were also driven into the city, 

and the gate shut and barred with four large pieces of tim­

bel': this was abollt eight o'clock, and a watch was then sta­

tioned on the wall. On entering the city, Rais bel Cossim 

and Sheick Ali waited on the governor or chief, and 0btain­

ed permission to Temain in his' town over night; and a few 

dates were brought by Rl'tis for our suppers. 'The shop iri 

which we WC1'e permitted to stay was about twenty feet 

square; a kind of forge was fixecil in one corner; two ski:ns 

were cmiously applied, so as to form a bellows to blow this 

fire with, which was of charcoal ; a man stood between them 

with a hand on each skin, which he raised an~ depressed 

alternately, and thus kept up a small and irregu~ar stream 

of air. They had a large piece of irON for an anvil, which 

lay so low on the ground, that wilen they worked on it with 

the hammer, which was a very dlimsy sort of one, they were 

obliged to squat down. I believe every man and boy i:n this 

town came to look at us by turns, and ask questions con­

cerniug ourselves, our country, &c. so that we were sur­

rounded ,with peopl@ during the whole night, chattering with 

each other, and asking our Arab guides an endless string of 

questions. 
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These people were of the same nation we had been in the 

Irabit of seeing since we came to the river Nun, yet they 

app,eared to be more civilized. Several of them asked me 

in Spanish, how I did? and uttered many other words in that 

language, the meaning of which they did not seem to un­

der;;tand; the most of them being vile oaths and execrations; 

which pFoved satisfactorily to me that they had had frequent 

comml!mications in some way or other with people of that 

nation. Sheick Ali had all the day after we left Sidi Mo­

hammed's house been lost in a seeming reverie: he would 

seldom speak" and when he did, it was in a low voice apart 

with ~e.id, and I strongly suspected that some plot was in 

preparation between them. We had travelled the last dl'!-Y 

about five hours, at the rate of four miles an hour, before 

we came abreast of the ruins of the city I have described, 

and we had proceeded five hours afterwards at the same rate, 

making together forty miles. 

On the 30th October, we made ready to start before 

daylight, and as soon as it dawned, the ga.te was opened, 

and we proceeded on our journey. The walls of this city 

or town, were built of rough stone laid in clay, and were 

four feet thick at their base in the gateway, and about twenty 

feet high, but had n5 outer ditch to defend them, nor any 

cannon mounted. It appeared to cover a space of about 

three hundred yards in length along the river's bank, north 

and south, and one hundred and fifty yards in breadth from 
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cast to west. The chaJ.1nel of the river at low stages of the 

water is about one mile west of the town :-this river is called 

by the natives Woed Sehlem., or 1'iver Sehlem, and the town, 

Rais t.old me, bore the SaJ.11e l1aJ.11e; i. e. Sehlemah : it is, I 

should judge from its appearanee, fifty yards in width oppo­

site the town at high water, and proportionably deep . I 

was now informed by Rais bel Cossim and Sidi Mohammed, 

that there was once a large and flourishing Christian town 

and settlement near the mouth of this river, and only thirty 

miles from us: that the town was taken by ~torm about eight 

centuries ago, and all the Christians massacred. An Arabian. 

century contains forty lunar years, and is catied Zille, and 

they reckon twelve moons to the year. Both Rais bel Cos­

sim and Sidi Mohammed said they had betm tQ the spot, 

and seen some of the remains of the walls, which were still 

standing, though nearly all buried up in sand drifted from. 

. the sea-shore, They further stated, that there was now a 

village at a little distance from the ancient ruin, inhabited 

by fishermen; that the old Christian town was situaJted on a 

bay or arm of the sea, and five or six miles broad at its en­

trance, and that it is an excellent harbour both for large aNd 

small vessels: that there "vas no bar across its mouth, but 

that the usual bar was formed of sand a few miles below the 

town we had left. From my own observations on the in­

creasing breadth of the river, I am inclined to think that 

~I M 
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this ba:y may contain a fine harbour, particularly as Rais and 

his companion could have no motive for deceiving me. Rais 

bel Cossim had been many times in Europe as captain under 

the Moorish flag, .in the grain trade, and insisted that this 

was a better harbour than Cadiz: if so, itjs the only one on 

that coast, from Cape SparteJ, in latitude 34. 30. to the lati­

tude of 19. north. 

Travellil'lg on at a great rate, we entered Oil a vast plain, 

over ;whose surface a few shrubs, and weeds, and clumps of 

trees were thinly scattered: the boughs of these trees were 

bending under the weight of ' a bright yellow fruit, and I 

learn,ed from Rais that it w~s the Arga tree, from the nut of 

which is extracted the Argan oil, very much esteemed by the 

native,s; and it was also highly relished by my compallions. 

This nut,. when ripe, much resembles the ripe date in ap­

pearance-so much so, indeed, that seeing some of them 

scattered on the ground, I took one up and bit it, when I 

found out my mistake, as its bark was extremely bitter. 

The trees generally grew in clusters of hom three to ten 

trutks, that seemed to spring from the same seed-these rise 

in a shaft of hom ten to fifteen feet in height, and then 

branch off in all directions, forming a diameter of at least 

one hundred feet-the trunks are from one to three feet in 

diameter-the branches are covered with thorns, which fall 

and lie 'so thick on the ground, as to make it almost impos­

~ible to approach them near el)ough to shake or knock off 
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the nuts, and they are consequently left to ripen and drop 

off spontaneously. 

'if e were now going on at a small trot, mostly a11111ountcd. 

on the camels, mules, and two asses that were in company. 

The Atlas mountains were now full in view, stretching as far 

as the eye could reach from N. E. to S. 'V. at some distance 

on our right. 'Ve had seen these mountains for several days 

past, in the distant horizon, when we were on the high 

ridges, which we were obliged to pass; but we now beheld 

them from this wide-spreading plain in all their awful mag­

nitude: their lofty summits, towering high above the clouds 

in sharp peaks, appeared to be covered with never-melting 

snows. This sight was calculated to fill the mind of the 

beholder with wonder and astonishment. The cold and 

chilling blasts of wind which blew directly from the Atlas, 

almost congealed our impoverished bJood, and made our 

feeble frames shake almost to dissolution, notwithstanding 

the good cloaks and shoes with which we were provided. 

Seid and the other Arabs were also shiveling with cold, and 

ran on foot to make themselves warm, for the sky was over­

cast and obscured by thick and heavy clouds, portending 

torrents of rain. I was now sure we were very nea.r the 

Emperor of Morocco's dominions, and began to imagine 

myself a free man-I felt myself at peace with all mankind; 

my mind expanded with gratitude towards the great Author 

of my being, and I viewed this stupendous ridge of moun: 

MilI2 
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. tains, as one of the strongest proofs of Divine gooduess 

to his creatures-for I considered that all the rivers, and 

streams, and springs, that water and refrcsh the northern 

part of Africa, from the borders of that immense and thirsty 

desert over which I had travelled, to the Straits of Gib­

ralta.r, and which empty into the Atlantic ocean, or into the 

Mediterranean sea, westward of Tripoli, and f1'011\ the 26th 

to the 35th degree of North latitncle, must either take theil' 

rise or have their sources in this vast chain of Atlas. On 

these burning coasts, seldom refresh ell by rains, (and that 

only in small quantities, and during the winter season,) the 

great bodies of accumulated snow on these mountains, tend 

in the summer season to cool the atmosphere in their vicinity, 

as well as to supply water for the use of the animal and 

vegetable creation. 

In the course of tRis morning, Thomas Burns became so 

weak (being benumbed with cold) that he could no lon~er 

hold on the camel, and tumbled off over the beast's tail with 

great violence, falling on his head and back, which deprived 

him, for a considerable time, of all sensation :-with much 

exertion, however, on our part, he at length revived, and 

was again placed on his camel. Proceeding on the plain 

we saw a large number of cities, or walled towns, I should 

reckon at least fifty, SOlUe on one side of our path, and some 

on the other; but mostly on our right, and extending as far 

as the eye could reach towards the mountains. Those near 
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the path appeared to be three or four hundred yards square: 

the walls were built of rough stones laid in clay, and with 

only one gate; they were from twenty to thirty feet in height, 

and crowned with short turrets about three yards apart all 

around: at each corner on the top was built a kind of cir­

cular sentry bOX, also of stone, something ill the manner of 

old European castles. Most of the land, at some distanoe 

from the vicinity of these towns, was prepared for sowing, 

and many of the inhabitants were engaged in ploughing. A 

little nearer, were numerous orchards of fig, date, and other 

fruit trees; and close to the walls, many gardens of fine 

vegetables, such as onions, cabbages, turnips, squashes, &c. 

Round about these gardens, we saw many clung-hill fowls; 

and at a distance, herds of neat cattle, asses, and flocks of sheep 

and goats, were feeding upon the scanty and dried up her­

bage, under the eye of their respective keepers or herdsmen. 

These beasts were very poor, yet the whole seemed to pro­

mise abundance of food to the apparently industrious inhabi­

tants, and brought to my mind the ancient Jewish history. 

Sheick Ali had been very attentive to me all this morning : 

he had, in imitation of Rais bel Cossim, called me Captain, 

and endeavoured to convince me that I had better go with 

him to the mountains southward, where he had large 

possessions, and would give me one of his daughters for a 

wife, and make me a chief in his nation . He had stopped 

the whole company two or three times to talk over his own 
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affairs, and I now supposed that Seid was leagued witi! him 

and bent on doing me and my men some mischief. We had 

tr.avelled on thus for ten hours, (say from four in the morning 

till two.in the afternoon,) at the rate of .five miles an hour, 

making a distance of fifty miles, wheN turning aside from. 

oue pabh, as if by choice, we approached 'the gate of a city. 

We were both hungry and thirsty, and we seated ourselves 

down by a very deep weil, within one hundred yards of the 

city gate: Seid and Sheick Ali went immediately into the 

town, as I supposed, to get some provisions-Sidi Mohammed 

and Rais bel Cossim were soon invited in als~, to partake 

with them, leaving us on the outside, and undt<f charge of 

Bo-Mohammed, who stood iLL Sidi..Hamet's stead, and two 

others. A .great many men, and I believe all the boys be-. 

longi11g to the place, now came out to look at, and make 

remarks on the slaves; most of them, no doubt, from mere 

curiosity. The boys, by way of amusement, began to throw 

stones and dirt at, and to spit on us, expressing by that 

means, their utter contempt and abhorrence of us and of 

our nation. Burns and Clark w~re so far exhausted as to 

be unable to support themselves sitting, and were obliged to 

lie down on the ground; but one man brought a bucket from 

the town, and drew water, that we might allay our thirst: 

this revived us in some measure. Mr. Savage, Horace, an~ 

mys~lf, were in so weak a state, that I much feared we 

should not be abJe to keep 0n for the rema.inder of this day. 
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"Burns's fall had proved him to be too weak to hold on the 

camel, and had besides bruised him very muoh. I tried my 

utmost to encourage them and keep up their spirits, by re­

presenting to them that we were now free, and would soon 

be in the emperor's dominions, where I presumed we should 

be out of the reach of the rapacious Arabs: for I had been 

informed by Rais bel Cossim, that in the space of one day's 

journey we should be within the territories of the emperor. -

Whilst Rais bel Cossim and the rest of his company re~ 

mained within the walls, the winds from the mountains, . 
driving before them th~ck masses of dark clouds, loaded 

with vapour, brought on a copious discharge of rain, and 

'we were directed ' to enter under the gateway for shelter, 

which we did, supporting each other in our weakness, and 

seated ourselves in the gate. This was the first rain I had 

witnessed in this country; and it continued to fall for about 

an hour. I had for a long time looked for Rais bel Cossim 

and his companions to come out, and began to apprehend 

"Some disaster or treachery on 'the part of Sheick Ali, whose 

harsh and loud voice r now heard roaring within. This 

tremendous clamour between the Sheiek and 'other persons 

continued for about two hours, when Rais bel Cossim made 

his appearance, escorted by a number of men: his intelligent 

countenance bespoke f8ar, grief, and indigmttion-he called 

me aside from my companions, and told me that Sheick Ali 

was the intimate friend ' of Muley Ibra.him, (or prince 
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A bl'ullam,) the king 01' governor of tbe city; that Sheiclc Ali 

had claimed us fl 8 hi s properly, alleging that Sidi Hamet 

was hi s Hon-in-lfLw, !tnd owed him a gr~at deal of money, 

n,nci blH1t he (Sidi I Jamet) was now held as a ho~tage or slave 

to a, C/IJI'istian ill SWCfm1h ; that he had insisted we should 

not pl'Oceed one ~ tep {artheruntil fifteen hundred dollars 

we I'e produced, together with Sidi Hamet, the husband of 

hi~ da ughuer; and ,tha t in conjunction with Seid he had 

contri ved to stop I1S here by the power of the prince. rfhis 

J;WW8 was to me like a clap of thundcr; it bereft me of all 

my {or titude ; the fair prospects I had entertained of a 

speedy liberation Crom slavery, parti cularly for the last two 

days, wore now stlodmdy dal'Jtoned. Rais bel C08~im fU'l'ther 

informed 111etlmt he hau argued the matter every way, but 

11111.0 no purpoMe- Lbat he had promised the money required, 

namely, six hundred dollars, as soon as we should get to 

Stvnta Ol'l,tZ, in 'I.h em peror's dominions, and that he wtlluld 

ngr"o to have the prince and Shoick gtll along with him and 

receive it there, ILnci lhere wait for the retlN'n of Sidi Brunet; 

" but they wi ll not lisloJl Lo me, (added he,) and I must set 

off immediately n,nd c.axry this discouragi ng news to Mr. 
WlllHhil'e, leavjng YOIl here lmtil I l'etl!lrJil, (which will be iIil 

six dn YR,) amI )l1ay God preserve you in the meantime fi'ol11 

lh('ir ('v ii machina,liol1s." This was more than I could beal': 

I\!;\.I'K of Illlguis b, which I had not 1;]10 power to control , now 

.!(IIH I1(',<1 Crow my <'yos; ~u~)d my almost bl1l'sting heart vemted 
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itself in bitter groans of despair. My companions heard 

my distress, though at a considerable distance from me, and 

turning fearfully on me their almost extinguished eyes, 

begged for an explanation of the cause. 

Rais bel Cossim was just in the act of mounting his mule 

to ride off, when Sidi Mohammed, who went in the first 

place with my master to Swearah, came near him and said, 

" Rais-Muley Ibrabjm and Sheick Ali have determined 

you shall not go to Swearah; they fear you will cause a war 

to break out between them and the sultan." Observing me 

in tears and in great affliction, he took me by the hand and' 

said, " Don't be cast down, Riley, I will go to Swearafl, 

and carry a letter from Rais, and one from you to Willshire; 

and if he wants a hostage, I will stay with him. I have two 

wives and seven children to leave, and houses, and lands, 

and herds of cattle; and shall be a more valuable hostage 

than Sidi Hamet-he is your friend, and will come im­

mediately down and relieve you. God is great and good, 

(added he,) and will restore you to your family." I kissed 

his hand in gratitude, and called him father, and hoped the 

Almighty would reward him for his benevolence. Rais now 

joined Sheick Ali and the prince, who, with many attendants, 

were seated on the ground, in a circle outside of the city 

gate-here they debated the matter over again. Rais in­

sisted we were his slaves; that neither the-prince nor Sheick 

had a right to detain what he had bought with his owW 

NN 
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1l10n(~y, 111IH:h I CHH to RtOP hinl li kc a. criminal: llHlt it was 

('onll'HI'Y (,0 L1~cir l'cligioll (which 11llI.d~; them all hrothel'H) to 

(',OlllJllil KIi Cb fin Olltl·l'l.gC 0)1 hOHpil.ldil.y, SIIC>ick A li , 1)1\ till; 

oLiI (' r' hand , contend ed , thlLt Sidi fhMll c l lLnci Scid owod hilll 

nIOIl('Y to a. l m·ge fllllOllllt ; 1;lmt Wt, were th ei r joint ]l I'o]l('l'ty 

:llId I hu.t. cOII Heq \J en L1y he llarl an lIlidoli bLed rjght tu dClain 

filid eiwl'Y LIR o(f int.I) hi ~ own LI 'jile, 0 1' (flillily, all d i.IWI'C to 

I'("{' PIIH, until Sidi Ilalll l>L hilould return amI puy hiH debt. 

ltll,i H illHiHtr'd he had paid Ili M 11IOIl(',Y ('or li S, nnd had notlJillg 

1.0 do IVill l Sheicl< J\Ji'H ('hlinl ; hOIVel'(,l', ,.(ter e ' Lolling '1.he 

jl'lHLi cc u,nd vil'Lue 0 (' tiJo prillC( 1.0 IIl ll Ilig il eH I. piLCh, Li leY 

l.>GJLlt n,t Inst fj,glroed t.o leave iI. ' 1.0 M uJey Jbrahim to decide 

W IH~t flhould he done, Milloy Jbmhim now IlsJ(IJci 8idi 

Mohlwllllod l.lIld B()~M olmlllill od wh~~t ~hcy knew concol'lling 

t hiH bliHineHH: lWei thcy gavc LCH LilllOn,Y in iiwo ul' of Rl\i ~ 

bul COMH i'II 'M Pl'l!ViOLIH (' Iai lll : LliliH prc pared , l\1~t1 uy ihmhill( 

Hllid- " YO II , Shci('k A li , ,n,Y old ('ri c' lId , and Ita.b bel 

O(1HHi lll , bot.h 0(' YO II cI"illl Ll,cHc fi ve Chrisl,ia.}) ~Iaves n ~ yO U," 

011' ,1 prope rty, nllld one il 0(' YOIl hl(H HOlli e l' Otl~o n on yo ur 

Hid(·- Yll t. , aM ii, iH not. ill Il ly po wer to dOI·ide w ho~c claim is 

l.hc bOH t. ( lwl( I(·d, I f~lll l'c'Ho l ved, wi LlI H strict rognrd 'to 

.Jll~ l .il ' ll, 11 1111 wil,hlwL IJ;oing illto V'u)'t.JHW ovi~l on cc, to kcep Lbo 

Hh.liVrH in 1 ~ 1 'y own ei Ly, ea rof'lIl1y guardod, IInt:i) ,lHcHsOllgors 

(' 1\.1 \ be HOIlI. to SWCIIl'H h, w ho HhnJl brillg dOWl) Sidi )1t1I1ICt., 

II' lwll ),0 11 I,hroo, bcing (\(l ld 'I'Onbe~l , mlly sotUe your cltlil1ls as 

Hilidl be fo und Inosl. OOlisiMtcnt wil,h juSt,ico." JJe LllO\1 
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proposed thll.L Rais slHHlld romain wil;h hill1 , (like a friend) 

a nd without ha ving l1l~y thing Lo fenr. This pl.m wns agn'cd 

to by all parties, and they shook 'hand s \lpon it like fi'it'lIck 

'rhis dono, we were conducted illto Lhc eil;)" and ipl o a 

house adj oining that where the prince lived. A lImt W.18 

spread for the S hc\ck HJ)(1 Hais Hilt! their comrlHni()1\~ Lo si l 

on, while we were placed il\ a narrow corner 011 l.hl' ground , 

among the saddles and oLilcr tutFs-Scntillcls with ll1uskets 

and seilllilars were sla liollc.d a L the door 0[" our aparlllll~nl: 

ami the other doors, and aL Ihe ·it., gate . It was nlter dark 

wb 1l the dispute was ' etlled , and soon afterwa.rds a dislt of 

Coos-coo-~oo wn ' brought in , of wllieh all l>a]'took alter due 
\ L 

ahlul iOlls; aud Lhey I h Cll pl'rf'onlled I,ll ' ,ir cveniJlo' pray ' r5 

1II0sL del·o IlIIy . 1V1y cOlllpaniolls were I'cry much casL 

down; Aud their bodies lUld minds were so mueh exhausted 

and debilitaLed by lheir sllHl.' rings , that Lhcy had bceollic 

like children, and wepL aloud. 1 was certaiu that it wou ld 

have brcn illlpossibl ' for Clark [l,nd Burns 1,0 h a.ve proceeded 

farther on tlta,t da'y, and I'l.ri d Lo persuado them a ll that it 

wa ' b \ler ft)r us to be deta.ined H. li tlle, as it woul d give us 

an opportlUlity of ta kin o' some rest, wilhout which we 

should b ' ill dano' r of f;l.inl,iug ou om route. Muley 

Ibrahim, thr S hr iek, Hlld H.a is, wcr COIW rsino' during 1.11 

whole nigill', and whell day li !)'])\; app arecl, (th' 2d of 

NOVClll b'l',) nai' CUl'Ilish d lllC wilh pell , illk , a.lld paper, 

a.nd Lold me LO writ· Lo Mr. 'Willshire, sla.Ling our prese),]t 
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. situation as near as I was able; this I accordingly did, 

while a talb or scrivener was employed in writing a letter 

for him, (as he could not write himself.) At an early 

hour Seid, Si?i Mohammed, and Eo-Mohammed, set out 

for Swearah, taking our letters, and promising to return as 

soon as possible. Sheick Ali also, soon afterwards, left us, 

promising to return in four days. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Rais bel Cossim gains the jTiendship of the p?'ince-good pr'o­

visions ate proclwed-Sheick Ali's plans miscarry-they set 

off for, and aTTive at Santa Cr'uz, in the empire of ]/lm·occo. 

BEING now left alone with Rais bel Cossim, I questioned 

him concerning our detention: he said iii would be but for a 

few days and that we needed a little time to refresh our­

selves, in order to enable us to bear the fatigues of the re­

mainder of our journey: that he trusted he should make 'a 

friend of the prince, in whose power we all now were, and 

that he hoped to be able to effect this by making him a 

small present. I told him I almost despaired of living to 

regain my liberty, as I was extremely feeble, and must soon 

perish. "What! (said he) dare you distrust the power of 

that God who has preserved you so long by miracles? No, 

my friend, (added he,) the God of heaven and of earth is 

your friend, and will not forsake you; but in his own good 

time restore you to your liberty and to the embraces of your 

family; we must say, , His will be done,' and be contented 

with our lot, for God knows best what is for our good." 

To hear such sentiments from the mouth of a Moor, 
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whose nation I had been taught to consider the worst of 

barbarians, I confess, filled my mind with awe and reverence, 

. and I looked up to him as a kind of superior being, when 

he added, "Weare .all children of the same heavenly 

Father, who watches over all our actions, whether we be 

Moor, or Christian, or Pagan, OJ; of any other religion; we · 

must perform His wiH." Rais then called Muley Ibrahim, 

and had a long conference with him. This prince Ibrahim 

was a man of a very mild aspect, of a light complexion, 

about five feet ten inches in height, and rather thin-his 

C011lltenance was intelligent, and he was very active, though 

apparently sixty or seventy years of age. By the tenor of 

the eOflveTsation I could understand that Rais was flattering 

him highly, but in a delicate way: he asked very affec­

tionately about the prince's wives, and understanding he had 

buit' one, he inquired if she had any children; and was 

answered, she had none: he next wished to know if she had 

any tea or Sl!Igar, and was answered in the negative.. 

'iV e had not seen the faces of any of the women since we 

arrived at the town where Sidi Mohammed dwelt. Rais 

now managed to get a little w00d and some water, and we 

made a fire and boiled some coffee; this was .done by .he 

help of a small negro girl wno was a slave to Muley 

Ibrahim; and during the absence of the prince. Rais, by 

giving the girl a small lump of loaf sugar, persuaded her to 

carry a large lump to her mistress, and also a cup of coffee 
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thick with sugar. The prince had gone out before Rais 

attempted to bribe the girl. After carrying in the coffee 

and the sugar, the girl returned and told Rais that her 

mistress was much obliged to him, and would keep the cup 

and saucer, for she had never seen one before, and thought 

them very pretty, and begged to know how she might serve 

him in return. Rais sent back word that she could serve 

him most essentially by striving to make the prince his 

friend. About one hour after this; Muley Ibrahim entered 

our apartment, and asked Rais what he had been doing with 

his wife? sa~ing, at the same time, "You had no need of 

gaining rriy friendship through her influence, for you had it 

already;" but I could perceive a very great difference in his 

manner. He wished to know if Rais did not want to go to 

the mosque, which he said was not far distant. Rads accom­

panied him thither, and I discovered at his retnrn, about two 

hours after, that all was right between him and the prince, 

and that be had all the liberty he required. I had, in the 

meantime, made some coffee, of which my companions and 

myself drank as much as we wanted, and nibbled our 

biscuits, for our Arab friends had before taken care to eat 

up all our boiled tongue. vVe were, all of us, so excessively 

weak, that we were not able to fetch water for ourselves, and 

our diarrhcea als'o continued, with the most distressing h~­

morrhoides: this day, however, had passed away more 

smoothly than I had expected. In the evening, the prince 

--
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came, and prayed, in company with Rais, and appeared 

very friendly. After the prince retired, Rais informed me 

that he (Rais) had sent off to a rich man, an old acquaint.,. 

ance of his, who lived about one day's journey south of us, 

for money to pay Sheick Ali's demand, and that he ex­

pected his friend would come to him the next day-" but 

(said Rais) God has made Muley Ibrahim my firm friend; 

and he has given his princely word that he wil1 protect both 

me and my slaves, and in case force is necessary, he will 

provide a sufficiency to escort us into the Emperor's domi­

nions-he will also provide some fowls and eggs for you in 

the morning, and you may tell your shipmates they have 

nothing to fear, for to-morrow, M. Shallah, (i.,e. if it is God's 

will,) they shall have plenty of good food." This news 

cheered their spirits, and as our apprehensions had in some 

measure subsided, we rested comfortably. 

Early in the morning of November the 3d, Mu~ey Ibrahim 

brought in some eggs, which we boiled for our breakfast: he 

gave us salt to season them with, and soon after brought liS 

half a dozen fowls, and Ra.is taking the fowls' wings in his left 

hand, and turning his face towards .the east, after saying aloud, 

Besmillah, (in the name of the most ho y God,) ' he cut their 

throats, and we soon dressed them after our fashion, and put 

them into an earthen pot witl1 water, and set it a boiling. The 

prince had furnished us with wood, and brought us water with 

his own hands; he next went into his gard~n, and pulled some 
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onions, turnips, and small squashes, with which we enriched 

our SOUp; and he also gave us salt and green peppers to 

season it with. We put in four fowls, and this soup would 

have been thought good in any country. A more grateful 

and wholesome-dish could not possibly have been prepared 

for our poor disordered stomachs, that had been so long 

harassed with the most cruel griping pains, and felt as if 

they had lost all power of digestion. The prince and Rais 

had a bowl of the soup, with a part of the fowls, and seemed 

to relish it exceedingly. The prince insisted on my eat- · 

ing from the same dish with them; inquired concerning rpy 

wife and children, wished to know their sex; and continued 

from that time during our stay in his city to administer all th~ 

relief and comfort in his power, both to me and my despond­

ing and wretched companions, whose last ray of hope had 

faded away on our being stopped here; although in fact they 

were not in a condition to continue their journey, particularly 

Burns and Clark, for they had sunken into a lethargic state, 

bordering on dissolution. Yet, when I was enabled to ex­

plain the causes of our detention, and to inform them that 

the prince was our friend~ and gave them nourishing soups, 

their spirits came again, and hope raised them from the 

ground.-To the circumstance of this stoppage alone, and · 

the friendship and protection of this good chief, I attribute, 

under Providence, the salvation of our lives. On the se­

cond day of our detention, in the afternoon, the old man" 

00 
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Rais bel Cossim's friend, to whom he had written for assist­

ance, came to see him: he had been riding all night to be 

with Rais in time. Their meeting was a friendly one: the 

old man had two mules, on one of which were two baskets, 

containing a dozen of fowls, and some dry cous-coo-soo; 

these he presented to Rais, and said he had brought five 

hundred dollars for his use, as he requested, and that he would 

bring it in: but Rais had now become the friend of Muley 

Ibrahim, and therefore did not need the money; yet this 

old friend insisted on his taking the fowls as a present, with 

some eggs he had also brought with him; these Rais accept­

ed, for he said they were meant as a present to me. I had 

some fowls cooked already, and the old man sat down and 

ate with Rais, and would have me to be one of the company: 

he told Rais that if he would but say the word, he would 

go and collect his friends and take the slaves by force of 

arms, and in spite of Sheick Ali's opposition would carry 

us safe to Santa Cruz, and beyond his power: but as Muley 

Ibrahim had given his word, on which Rais said he could 

depend, to see us all safe to Santa Cruz, and to use aJl his 

force and influence, if that should be necessary, the old 

man, whose name I am sorry to say I have forgotten, left 

us and returned to his home. We BOW lived for three days 

as well as we could wish. 

On the fourth day after Seid's departure, a kind of fair 

was held at a short distance from our city, and Rais told me 
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he was going to it, and . would try by some manreuvre to 

liberate us, and to get us on towards the Sultan's dominions.­

A man of great influence lived about five leagues dista;ncel 

from that city. He was called a son of the holy prophet, 

or Shariff; had 'been to Mecca, and "vas also called el 

ajjh; (the pilgrim;) he was looked upon by all far and near 

as possessing supernatural pow~rs, and was obeyed and al­

most worshipped as a superior being; and his word or dic­

tate was equivalent to a law. Rais went to the fair and from 

thence to the place of worship, and did not return until the 

afternoon, when he informed me he had bought' a bullock 

at the fair, the best and fattest he could find, though it was 

but a small one. He had sent one half of it to the son of the 

prophet (or Shariff) by the hand of a messenger, on a mule, 

saying, when you deliver the flesh to the el ajjh, and he asks 

you who sent iVto him, tell, him a pious man, who has lately 

come from Swearah, and is now a guest with Muley Ibra­

him, and wishes to be remembered in your prayers." This, 

Rais said, was all the message he sent, but he was sure, that 

if the Shariff accepted the present, he should see him be­

fore the sun went down. Rais had given the other half to 

_ :Muley Ibrahim, and remarked, that it was not so much the 

teal value of a present that was taken into consideration by 

the Moors, but the manner of giving it, which laid the re­

ceiver under such an obligation, as to make lum your friend 

for eyer.- This notion I was at a loss to understand., and 

002 
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thcrefore supposed it to be some peculiarity in the customs. 

of these singular people. Rais went out to prayers abou!­

sunset, and returned in a short time; when he mentioned 

that he had I been waited upon by the Shariff, who had 

asked him what favour he wanted, that made him send such 

a present to a stranger.-Rais told him our story, and that 

he had paid his money for myself and my companions, and 

begged his assistance to force Sheick Ali (whose power all 

dreaded) to consent to have us removed quietly to Santa 

Cruz; where Rais thought his property would be safe: thif> 

the Shariff promised to do, and even to exert all his influence 

if necessary, to remove and protect Rais and his property 

by force of arms, aRd requested to be informecl without 

de1<lY when Sheiek Ali returned. 

On the following day (November 4th) the Sheiek did 

return ; and relying on the friendship of Muley Ibrahim, 

had only one attendant: the Shariff was immediately in­

formed of his arrival, by e.¥press, and came to see him as an 

old friend; then taking him aside, he advised the Sheiek to 

remove hi s slar es to Santa Cruz as soon as possible, asserting 

at the same time that he was certai n that Sidi lshem, whom 

the Sheick well knew a\~d dreaded, would set out from his 

city on the morrow with a force, in order to seize upon the 

slaves, whom he had before strove hard to purchase for 

money without success, and if they were not in the dominions 

of the E mperor before he came, another day would place 
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them in his hands, when the Sheick would not only lose 

them, but it must also kindle a war between him and that 

powerful chief; which would set the whole country in a 

blaze, and after all it would be impossible to deliver them 

from his grasp..by force of arms. When the Sheick heard 

the advice of the Shariff, he returned to our pris0n, and 

Rais contrived to find out what had passed between them, 

by again meeting the Shariff at the city gate alone, as had 

been before agreed upon. Rais being thus fully informed 

and let into the secret, came into the apartment and in­

formed me how matters stood. Sheick AJ.i, in the mean· 

time, was unfolding his plan to Muley Ibrahim, and trying to 

gain his consent to let the slaves be carried off in the night 

by surprize, but the prince would not consent; they were 

now within his walls, and he had given his word they should· 

not be removed until the disputed right of property was 

settled by all parties ~ace to face :-this he should insist on. 

Finding that plan would not answer any good purpose, and 

fearing Sidi Ishem's expected arrival, and wishing to make 

a melit of necessity, this crafty chief, addressing Rais bel 

Cossim, told him, in a flattering way, that he had found him 

to be a good and an honourable man, and wished to be 

called his friend; that he did not doubt Rais's word, since 

he knew his character, and would therefore consent to go on 

with the slaves on the morrow morning, as far as Santa 

Cruz, where they would wait for the arrival of Sidi Hamet, 

-. 
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:fnd settle the right of property amicably. Rais, on the 

other hand, as crafty as the Sheick, took care not to evince 

any desire of going, and being 'in the whole secret, now told 

Sheick Ali, that he had stopped him and his Christian slaves 

at first contrary to the laws of justice and hospitality, and 

that as he had kept them so long a time, he had no wish to 

rernove them at present, but would wait with patience until 

Sidi Hamet should come down, and convince the Sheick 

that he had done wrong in detaining him. 

At last, however, he suffered himself to be persuaded by 

the unit'rd voices of Sheick Ali and Muley Ibrahim, but on 

the express condition of being escorted to Santa Cruz by the 

prince, who was a palty in the whole secret. He was also to 

procure camels for us to ride on, and went fOlth to engage 

and have them ready for a start at daylight the next morn­

ing. Rais bel Cossim now informed nie that Muley Ibrahim 

had 'previously agreed to accompany us; that we were to 

ride on camels, and that two hW1dred horsemen were to 

guard us on the road, in order to prevent any treachery on 

the palt of Sheick Ali, who might already have troops 

stationed on the way to seize and carry us off to the nioun­

tains: he had also given private orders to his friends and 

his vassals" to hold themselves in readiness in case of an 

alarm. The two hundred horsemen were to take stations, 

so as to keep us in continual view without exciting suspicion, 

and to be ready no carry intelligence. Rais then bade me 
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kill and boil what fowls and eggs remained, which I 

did, with the assistance of my men, who had very much 

recovered. 

CHARACTER OF SIDI ISHEM. 

While the fowls and eggs were cooking, I asked Rais who 

this Sidi Ishem was? as his name alone had seemed capable 

of inspiring such dread. "This Sidi Ishern," said Rais, " is 

a descendant of the former kings of Suse, before it was 

conquered by the Moors ;-he is a man of between fifty and 

sixty years of age, possessed of great wealth and power; is 

yery crafty, and very brave, but rapacious and cruel; he 

has under his command fifteen thousand horsemen, well 

armed :-they are of the race of the ancient inhabitants of 

the country, from whom the whole country derives the 

name of BeTberia, corrupted by the Europeans into Bar.­

bary;-these Berberians are extremely fierce and warlike, 

and are joined by all the renegado Moors, who escape from 

the Emperor's dominion, to evade punishment for crimes 

they have committed. These men are always ready to join 

him in any of his enterprizes, for they always get a share of 

the spoil. He lives in the gorge of a mountain, near the 

town of Widnoon, on the great route from Morocco across 

the Great Desert, to Soudain, the country beyond the 

Desert, and the city of Tombuctoo. All the caravans 

that. go either to or from the Desert are obliged to 
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gO' clQse to' WidnQQn, and as the Atlas mQuntains are Qn the 

Qne side, and the ridge next the saar Qn .the Qther, they find 

it highly necessary to' secure his friendship and prQtectiQn 

by presel1ts.-Between this chief and the EmperQr Qf MQ­

rQCOQ there exists the mQst implacable hatred, and a CQn­

tinual jealQusy, which a few years agO' brQke Qut into an 

Qpen war. The EmperQr sent a PQwerfl!l1 army against him, 

(said to' be 30;000 strQng,) but Sidi Ishem was apprized Qf 

its approach in time, and sent QfF all the WQmen, children, 

and Qld men, with all their substance, to' the SQuth fQQt Qf 

the Atlas .mQuntains, and Qn the GFeat Desert. The Empe­

rO'r's army entered his territQry, where they fQund nQthillg 

t-o subsist uPQn; yet as they met with flO' resistance, they 

carried Qn their wQrk Qf destructiQn, by burning all the 

towns and every thing that was cQmbustible, tearing dQwn 

the hQuses and walls Qf their cities, SO' that nQthing escaped 

.their viQlence and rapacity. They cQntinued pursuing Sidi 

Ishem (whO' hQvered abQut them with mQst Qfhis men) until 

they were exhausted by fatigue and hunger; when this chief 

fell uPQn them by surprize with his infuriated follQwers, whO' 

had been rendered dQubly desperate by the sight Qf tlteir 

ruined cities. They slew mQre than ten thQusand Qn the 

SPQt; thQse whO' escaped this dreadful carnage, and fled, 

were hunted dQwn and nearly all destrQyed, befQre they CQuid 

reach the city Qf Tarudant, (the sQuthern and westernmQst 

tQwn in the Emperor Qf MQrQccQ's dQminiQns,) where the 

fe,l,r that were left fQund shelter, and spread such terrQr and 
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dismay , throughout that part of the empire, by the horrid 

accounts they gave of their disasters, as to render it im- · 

practicable to raise another ~rmy for the purpose of reducing 

Sidi Ishem and his men to submission. All the inhabitants 

were soon recalled by their chief from the mountains and 

deserts; took possession of their country anew, rebuilt their 

cities and dwellings, and are at this time more powerful, 

more feared and respected, than they were previous to that 

event." This is the account Rais bel Cossim gave me in 

Spanish, as nearly as my memory served me, when I took it 

down at Mogadore:- he also said that we !lad escaped 

falung into his hands only by; groping out way along a 

private path on the 's.ea shore. The snbstance of this accoUIlt 

of Sidi Ishem was confirmed, after my arrivaJ at Mogadore, 

by Mr. Willshire and others. 

Our food being prepared, and every thing packed up 

tight for a stl),rt, we got a short nap, and at daylight em the 

morning of the 4th November, we were placed 0J'l five 

'camels, which were saddled much better than any we had 

hitherto rid: they had on ' them also. bags of barley, aIle!: 

empty sacks, made bf tent cloth, that would l10ld, I 

sh~uld suppo.se, ten or twelve bushels; these altogether 

made quite a comfortable seat, though rather a wide one, 

and we could hold ourselves on by the ropes that secl!l!red 

the lading: they placed me' on the largest camel I had yet 

seen, which was nine or ten feet in height. The camels were 

PP 
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now all kneeling or lying down :-and mine among the rest. 

' I thought I had taken a good hold to steady myself while he 

was rising-yet, his motion was so heavy, and my strength 

so far ,exhausted, that I could not possibly hold on, and 

tumbled off over his tail, turning entirely over. I came 

down upon my feet, which prevented my receiving any ma­

terial injury, though the shock to my frame was very severe. 

The owner of the camel helped me up, and asked me if I 

was inj\lred ?-I told him no.-" God be praised," said he, 

" for turning you over; had you fallen upon your head, 

these stones must have da,shed out your brains; but the 

camel," added he, " is a sacred animal, and heaven protects 

those who ride on him! had YOtl fallen from an ass, though 

he is only two cubits and a half high, it would have killed 

you; for the ass is not so noble a creature as the camel and 

the horse."-I afterwards found this to be the prevailing 

opinion among a.ll classes of the Moors and the Arabs. When. 

they put me on again, two of the men steadied me by the 

legs until the camel was fairly up, and then told me to be 

careful, and to hold on fast: they also took great care to 

assist my companions in the same way. 

Being now all mounted, we set off to the N. E. leaving 

Stuka, (for that ''ias the name 'of the place where we had 

been confined,) accompanied by Rais bel Cossim, Muley 

Ibrahim, and his two servamts, and Sheick AJi, with his 

attendant, all riding on mules and asses: the five owners of 
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the camels went on foot, each driving his own camel, and 

taking care of its rider.-Stuka was built in a quadrangular 

fonn ; its walls would measure about three hundred yards 

on each angle; they were built of rough stone, raid in clay, 

and appeared to be four or five feet thick at their base, and 

twenty feet in height, tapering off to two feet thick at the 

top, and were crowned with turrets all around. It had but 

one gate, which was at its north angle, very strongly made, 

and swinging on the ends of its back posts, which were let 

into large stone sockets at the bottom and at the top: the­

gate consisted of two folding leaves, and at night was secured 

by four heavy wooden bars. The town was divided within, 

into as many compartments as there were families in it, 

which I should think might amount to three hundred, pro­

bably containing in all five thousand souls. The houses 

were built of the same materials as the walls; only one story 

high, and flat-roofed: except the door, they looked like 

heaps of mud and stone: even that of the prince bore the 

same appearance, without any other distinction or ornament 

than being closer jointe d and more bedaubed with mud.­

All the flocks and herds were driven within the walls every 

night, and each owner makes those that belong to him lie 

down in his own yard or inclosure. 

As we travelled on, we passed between a great number of 

cities or towns, similar in appearance to Stuka, with _which 

this truly vast plain is chequ~red. TIle whole plain seemed 

pp2 
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very fertile, was planted with numerous groves and orchards 

of fig and other fruit trees, with here and there a clump of 

the arga tree, yellow with fruit. The inhabitants were 

busied in ploughing up the soil, with a kind of plough which 

I shall hereafter describe.-We proceeded on very rapidly, 

keeping those on foot running constantly, and had been tra­

velling about six hours, when we came to the ruins of many 

towns on our left, similar in appearance to Stuka; near the 

shattered walls of some of which stood several battering ma­

chines, but they were at the distance of a mile or more 

from us. These places appeared to have been recently inha­

bited; for the gardens near the walls were still green with 

vegetation. Wishing to know what had been the cause of 

such desolation, I was informed by Muley Ibrahim and 

Sheick Ali, through Rais bel Cossim, that a family quarrel 

happened about one year ago between the chiefs of two of 

these towns, which soon broke out into the most dreadful 

kind of warfare-each party engaged their friends to assist 

them in fighting what each termed their righteous battles: 

the neighbouring towns joined, some on one side, and some 

on the other, and the plain was deluged with blood. This 

quarrel being .only of a family nature, Sidi Ishem did not 

interfere, and it was finally settled by the destruction of 

seven of those small cities, and most of their inhabitants. 

These ruins were now entirely abandoned, and their environs 

laid desolate, though the war continued only ODe month. I 
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could scarcely believe it possible for such devastation to 

have been committed in so shOlt a time or on such trivial 

grounds; but Rais bel Cossim (who was born near Santa 

Cruz) assured me that nothing was more common than such 

feuds between families in those parts: that he had know-n 

many himself, with every circumstance attending them, and 

that they were very seldom finished until one family or the 

other was exterminated, and their names blotted out from the 

face of the earth. 

We continued our journey wltil about mid-day still on the 

plain, when Santa Cruz or Agader was distinctly seen and 

pointed out to me. It is situated on the sumrilit of a high 

mountain; its walls are white, and can be descried at a 

great distance. The plain on which we travelled was nearly 

level; not a brook or stream of water had we passed since 

leaving the last mentioned river, but the towns and villages 

had many deep wells near their walls, from which the inha­

bitants drew water for themselves and their numerous cattle. 

-Innumerable clumps of the evergreen arga tree, loaded 

with the rich oil nut, were scattered over the plain in every 

direction. Vast numbers ofleafless fig trees, and inclosures 

of grape vines with date, pomegranate, almond, orange, and 

other fruit trees, promised abundance in their seasons; and 

_delightfully variegated the scene.-Hundreds of the inhabi­

tants were busie~ in ploughing the soil, which appeared 

rich, though dry; and sowing their barley; while their herds 
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tants take great care to clear away around them, and to give 

them. a whitewashing every year. Muley Ibrahim informed 

me that a large town called Rabeah, 'whose ruins we had 

passed in mounting over the sand hills, was a flourishing , 

place within his remembrance; (probably fifty years ago;) 

that he himself was born in it-but that large bodies of sand 

had already encroached upon its northern wall,: that as 

soon as it was overtopped it fell in, and the whole city was 

filled with sand in the course of one year after, and its inha­

bitants forced to seek a new shelter. These drifts extended, 

as far as we could distinguish sand, on our right. 

Having got past the high heaps, which filled a space of 

eight or ten miles in width, we came to the high banks of an 

apparently once large river, now called by the natives el 

Wad Sta. This river's ancient bed, and the high banks, 

which are still perfectly distinct, bear the strongest marks of 

having been once laved by a stream of four or five miles in 

breadth, and nearly one hundred feet in depth, or by a part 

of the ocean. The steep, barren, and craggy mountains, 

rising before us to the eastward and southward, though very 

high, appeared to serve only as a base to the mighty range 

of Atlas, whose towering height and grandeur filled my 

mind with awe and astonishment. Notwithstanding my 

frame was literally exhausted, yet my imagination trans­

portecLme back to a time when this region might have been 

inhabited by men in a higher sta,te of civilization, and when 
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it was {lrobably on~ of the fairest portions of the African 

continent. My reasons for imagining this are, first, that it 

is well known by histo.rians, that the Romans had settle­

ments along this coast as far south as Salee at least, and no 

doubt much farther. Second, ~hat the Portugueze and 

Spaniards had possessed the ~ewements of Mamora, Maza­

gan, Asbedre, Santa Cruz, &c. Third, by the traditional 

information c;>btained frow Rais bel Cossim and Sidi Mo­

hammed, I have no doubt that a large city and settlement 

of civilized meJ;l existed at a fOlUler period near the mouth 

of the river Sellelem, from sixty to one hundred miles west 

of Saqta CIiUZ, a~d I am firIt\ly of opinion that the conve­

nience of these harbours, the luxuria;n,cy of the surrounding 

soil, and the €omm~rcial advantages this part of the country 

offers, were a sl,l,fficient inducement fOF colonization. 

We had now approached to within two miles of Santa 

Cruz or Agader, (the lower town or port,) when rising an 

eminence, the ocean opened to our view at a distance, and 

near-by appeared Santa Cruz bay, which was then quite 

smooth. Nearly one hundred good looking fishing b0ats 

were hauled up on the beach out of the reach of the surf, 

and numbers of long fishing nets were spread out to dry on 

the sand and over the boats. This view gave a most favoUli­

able idea of the impQrtance of this bay as a fishery. 

The sun had not yet set, atld Ra,is informed me he diq 

not wish to ente!; the lower town tiU. dark" ang did l!ot, I.!l_e~!l 
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to go nearer the fortres's than he could help, for fear of 

insult and detention; so we stopped about a mile short of 

it, to the southward, where I had an opportunity of examin­

ing this bay with a seaman's eye.-Jt is spacious and per­

fectly well defended from the common trade winds, say 

from N. N. '\IV. all round the compass; by the East, and as 

far as S. W. thence to N. N. W. it is entirely open, and of 

course is a very dangerous anchorage in the winter months, 

When westerly winds prevail on these coasts, at which times, 

as there is no possibility of getting to sea, vessels at .anchor­

in this bay must remain where "they are; not, however, 

without the greatest risk of being driven on shore in spite 

of the best of anchors and c3ibles, and large vessels must 

hde too far out to make it a good harbour for them at any 

season of the yeaL-The port of Santa Cruz, or, as it is 

called by the natives, Agader, has been shut by order of the 

Sultan for many years; yet there are parts of the wrecks of 

vessels still visible, ~ticking up through the sand on the 

beach. 

, A little while after sunset we entered the lower town, or 

port; as it is called: this village is situated on the steep 

declivity of the mountain's base, on whicl{ the upper town 

is built, and near the sea, which· washes the south end of 

the- principal street. The steep· side of the mountain on 

which .this village is erected has been apparen.tly sloped 

down -by -art, so- as to make ·it practicable to· build on· it ; 

QQ 
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has one principal street and several small alleys: the houses 

aFe built of rough stone laid in lime mortar, and are but one 

story in height, -with flat roofs terraced with lime and peb­

bles. We cOl:lld see the tops of many houses below us, and 

the whole made but a miserable appearance. It was not 

quite dark when we entered the v,illage. The street was 

soon quite filled with Moors, (men and boys,) and they 

saluted us by spitting on us, and pelting us with stones and 

sticks, accompanied with the Spanish words, " Carajo a la 

Mierda Ie Sara, pelTo y, bestias, and many other chosen 

pht:ases equally delicate and polite; but some of the old 

men now and then uttered a " How de do, Christian os ?" in 

br,oken English and Spanish. We were conducted through 

the street to its further extremity towards the north, where 

we took up our quarters for the night in the open air along­

side a smith's shop; our camels and asses were then fed 

with barley. Some of the inhabitants kindled a fire for our 

company, whilst others were preparing a rich repasJ for 

them of boiled and baked fish, and cous-coo-soo, of which, 

after they had eaten, they gave us the remains, and we 

found it excellent food. Numbers of men, driving asses 

before them, loaded with fish, had passed us going into the 

country the day before, and they were of the same kind as 

those we had tasted soon after our entrance into Suse, and 

we .had also seen the same kind of fish at Stuka: they carry 

them from Santa Cruz, or Agader, about the country.in 



• 

CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 299 

every direction, where they sell them for a good price, being 

much in request. This fish very much resembles the salmon 

both in size, shape, and flavour; weighing (from appear­

ance) from eight to sixteen or twenty pounds; and i~ 

extremely fat and delicate. I then recollected to have seen 

in my several voyages to the Canary Islands, numbers of 

small vessels arrive from the coast of Africa laden with this 

species of fish; and to have been told they were caught near 

that coast: they are highly esteemed in the Canaries, where 

they call them Bacalao Africano, or the African cod-fish, 

and are sold at from five to ten dollars per quintal, or at least 

one-third higher than the best of American cod-fish: they 

are dried, without salting, on the vessels' decks, and their 

scent is so strong as to nearly suffocate the crews 0f mer­

chant vessels that lie near them 'Yhile discharging. I have 

been told that no less than one hundred barks, of from 

fifteen to fifty tons burden, are continually employed in this 

fishery, near the African coast, from the Canary Islands, and 

that scarcely a year passes without more or less of them 

deing driven on shore by tempests or other accidents, when 

the crews either perish with the vessel, or upon their reach­

ing the shore are massacred by the natives, or else carried 

off into the interior as slaves~ where they are never after 

heard from. After my arrival in Mogadore, or Swearah, I 

was informed that the crew of a bark of this description 

landed imprudently on the beach not far from Santa Cruz, 

QQ2 
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about two years since, where they were surprized by a 

$udden attack, but all escaped into the boat except olle 

man, who was seized and carried off. On the return of the 

. bark to Teneriffe, the wife of the man who had been left, 

upon inquiring for her husband, was informed that he was 

made a slave: distFacted by this shocking event, she ran, 

raving as she was, to the archbishop, and begged of him 

either to take her life, or restore to her arms her lost hus­

band, the father of five helpless children: she was poor, but 

her case excited general 'pity-a subscription was opened, 

and the sum of about five hundred dollars soon raised. The 

archbishop in the mean time wrote to Alexl').nder W. Court, 

then Spanish agent at Mogadore, to ransom this unfortunate 

man, which he effected with much difficulty; but 'as .:the 

money did not come on in time, or for sOme other cause, 

this poor Spaniard, whose name was Fellmin, remained in 

Mogadore for nearly a year without being permitted to go 

home, when Mr. William Willshire and Don Plabo Riva, of 

Mogadore, and Mr. John O'Sullivan, of N ew-York, inter­

fered in his favour; furnished him with clothing; procured 

for him a passage, and sent him to his disconsolate family_ 

This is said to be the only Spaniard who has been redeemed 

in that part of Barbary for m~ny years past. 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 301 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Sheick Ali out-mana;uvred again by Rais bel Cossim-they set 

off in the night-meet with Sidi Hamet and his brothel', 

accompanied by some lVloors with mules sent by Mr. Will­

shire for the slifferers to l'ide on-OCC~tTrel1CeS on the 1'0ad­

-meeting with Mr. Willshire near Sweamh or MogadoM 

-the!) go into that city-are ol'del'ed bifoTe tlte Bashaw-

a7'e cleansed, clothed, and fed, by theil' deliverel'. 

AFTER supper Rais bel Cossim told me to keep a g00d 

look out; that he would watch the motions of Sheick Ali, 

who he still feared was plotting against our liberty. After]; 

had informed my enfeebled and desponding companion~ 

that we were now out of danger from the Arabs, (havi.ng 

come about fifty miles from Stuka,) and in the Emperor of 

Morocco's dominions, and, 'consequently, sure of beirig 

liberated, and that too in a very few days; and after telling 

them that we must bear up under our fatigues with fortitude, 

and exert our remaining strength and spirits, in order to 

reach Mogadore, we all laid ourselves down to rest; a~d my 

companions, though they had the bare ground for their bed, 

yet as they were wrapped up in cloaks, and had theiy 
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stomachs well filled with good and nourishing food, soon fell 

asleep. As for myself, fear, hope, and various other sensa­

tions, kept me awake, and I could not close my eyes, but 

waited with extreme -anxiety for the appearance of Rais bel 

Cossim. Soon after midnight Rais came, and finding me 

~wake, he roused me and the owners of the camels, and 

~equest~d t,hem 1;0 get ready to go on speedily, and then 

told me that on eflLering this place, while he was busied in 

feeding his mule, Sheick Ali had stolen off privately to the 

town, and visited the governor, who had agreed, on his re­

presentation, to take us into custody in the morning at 

day-break, and assist in extorting what money the Sheick 

demanded ; or to connive at our being stolen and carried 

back by Sheick Ali's men to Suse. "I have learned tIus 

(said he) from an old friend of mine, whom I met and com­

missioned to watch Sheick Ali's motions when we were 

coming into this place: awaken your shipmates: you must 

depart this instant: the drivers know the road; it is very 

tocky: you must tell your men to hold on as tight as pos­

sible; and remember, if you are four leagues from this town 

before daylight, your liberty is secured, if not, you will be 

again the most nllserable of slaves. Encourage your men 

to use their utmost exertions, and I hope, with God's 

blessing, in three days more you will be in Swearah with 

your friend. I will join you as soon as possible." The 

camels were by this time reac;ly: we were placed on them, 
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and proceeded up the rocky steeps as fast as PQssible, but, 

with the most profound silence. Sleep seemed to have 

literally sealed the eyes of all the Moors in' the lower town,. 

and in the batteries near the path through which we passed; 

these batteries rose one above another like an amphitheatre 

towards the fortress. The quadrangular walls of the town 

and fortress of Santa Cruz, or Agader, crowned the -summit 

of this mountain, on our right, and stand, from appearance, 

not less than fifteen hundred feet above the level of the sea. 

1¥e went fast forward, in profound silence, which was not 

in the least disturbed by the tread of the camels, because 

their feet are as soft as sponge or leather: only the hoarse 

roaring of the surf breakin~ among the rocks below· 11S, 

startled the ear, and excited in my mind frightful images of 

direful shipwrecks, and the consequent miseries of the poor 

mariner driven on this inhospitable coast. 

1¥ e had been hurryirig on as fast as possible for about' 

two hours, and had gained the distance of probC!-bly three 

leagues from Santa Cr~z, when our ears were struck with the 

clinking sound of iron against the stones, which announced 

the approach of hors~s or mliles that were shod; md iN a~ 

instant, though dark, we discovered close by us on our right 

a considerable number of men riding on mules, and passing 

the other way. Not a word was uttered on either side, nor 

could the faces of any be distinguished, though we were not 

more than three or four yards asunder. A thought darting 
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acrosS my mind, suggested to me that it was myoId master s 

I instantly called out Sidi Hamet! and was quickly an­

&wered-ascoon, Riley? (who is it? Riley?) the whole com~ 

pany stopped in an instant ; and the next moment I had the 

joy of ~issing the hand of myoId master and benefactor. 

Sidi Mohammed, Seid, and Bo-Mohammed, were in his 

company, together with three or four Moors, whom our 

kind friend had sent down, charged with the money and 

p:lu~es for our ransom and conveyance. The principal 

Moor, and who had charge of the money until we were 

delivered over according to the wish of Sidi Hamet, spoke 

Spanish fluently: he wanted to inquire of me where Rais 

bel Cossi.m was: I told him at Santa Cruz: Sidi Hamet 

wished to question me himself, and asked me " Where is­

Sheick Ali?" and when I informed him that I had left him) 

in Santa Cruz, in company with Rais bel Cossim and 

Muley Ibrahim, he was satisfied; and said Sheick Ali was a 

bad man, aIld 9id not fear God. Seid also pretended to be 

much rejoiced at our being on the r(')ad to Mogadore, and 

yet I thought I could discover that he was trying t(') play a 

deep game of artful duplicity: but old Sidi Mohamm€ld 

was in truth rejoiced to find us in the Emperor's dominions. 

Having now been absolutely delivered over to Bel Mooden, . 

the 1\1.o0r who had charge of the money, he paid it over to­

Sidi Piam0t, and three of us were mounted on mules, and ) 

proceeded qn, while all those.whonl we met, went tow;l.rd&1 
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Santa Cruz, eXGept the three Moors who ovrned ftnd brought 

the mules down for 'us to ride on, and who remained and 

proceeded northward with us. 

All the time we had stopped to make the necessary ar-' 

rangements above mentioned, the owners of the camels were 

urging us to go forward, thereby showing a disposition to. 

ebey the erders ef Rais bel Cessim, and weuld net fer a 

long time believe that those who st9Pped us were net our 

enemIes. The backs.of the mules were covered with large 

saddles made ef coarse cleth, stuffed with straw, and formed 

very bread, so. as to. fit their shape, and reac.hed almest from 

their heads to. their tails: this kind ef saddle is teo broad 

fer a mao. to. attempt to. stride. ' Over the saddles were 

placed what the Meers and Arabs call a shwen'y, which is 

made like a double basket, and formed of palm leaves 

woven together like mat werk: each of these baskets might 

contain about two. bushels: they are attached together by a 

mat woven in with and like the rest, of about a foot and a 

halfin width, sufficiently strong to bear a burden, and long 

enough to let them hang down easily on the ·sides. ef the 

mules: the outer part of this shwerry is h@ld. up by means 

.of a rope passing through the handle on one side, and tied 

to that on the other, passing ever the· mule's back. In this 

shwerry, they carry their provisions, merchandise, and spare 

clothing, (if any they have,) when on their journeys. The 

rider, ~its on. the saddle abo:ve the shwerry, with beth l@gs o~ 

RR 
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one side, balancing his body exactly, and rides extremely 

easy, as he can shift his position at pleasure, and the mule's 

gait is an easy, fast ambling walk, which they are taught 

when very young; their motion is very slight, and was a 

seasonable relief to our almost dislocated limbs: the change 

with respect to jolting was so great from the camel to the 

mule, that we could not keep our eyes open from mere 

drowsiness, and Burns getting asleep, dropped off his mule • 

. and was so badly hurt as to be from that time incapable of 

supporting himself; so that a Moor was obliged to sit 

before or behind him, and keep him on, driving the mule 

at the same time: and this was continued during the re­

mainder of our jomney. 

We had proceeded in this way until about ten o'clock, 

when we were joined by Rais bel Cossim, Sidi Harnet, Seid, 

Sidi Mohatruned, and Bel Mooden. I now inquired of Rais 

what had become of Muley Ibrahim and Sheick Ali, with 

their attelildants, and he told me they had set out for their 

respective homes. I wanted to know all the particulars of 

their proceedings, and Rais promised to satisfy me after 

breakfast, which we now stopped to eat, (viz. biscuit llJnd 

butter,) near a well that afforded us good water, though 

nearly on a level with the sea. After we were again mounted, 

he began to relate as follows: "When my friend told me 

of Sheiok Ali's plan, I stole away softly, and came and sent 

you off without the Sheick's knowledge; but Muley Ibrahim 
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was in the secret, and remained with the Sheick to prevent 

alarm if he should awake during my absence." Rais bel 

Cossim further told me in substance, that as soon as we 

were on our journey, he returned and laid himself down to 

sleep across the door-way, where Sheick Ali slept, and in 

such a manner as to make it impossible for the Sheick to go 

out without alarming him; the Sheick awoke at the dawn of 

day, and finding himself blockaded in the house, awakened 

Rais, and told him that they had better wait on the governor 

that morning, to which Rais consented, but wanted to see 

the slaves first, so as to have some coffee made: this was· 

agreed on; but when they came where we had slept, al1d 

found none of us there, nor the camels, nor their dTivers, 

Rais broke out into the most violent passion apparently; 

accused the Sheick of having robbed him of his slaves 

during the night, and said he would instantly have him 

seized and delivered up to the governor to be punished 

accordmg to the Moorish law. Muley Ibrahim, who knew 

the whole affair, joined with Rais, protesting he could no 

longer hold friendship with a man who was capable of 

committing such an act, whioh he oonsidered to be one of 

the worst breaches of faith that ever disgraced a man of his 

(the Sheick's) high character. Sheick Ali was thunderstruck 

by this unexpected event-declared, in the most solemn 

manner, that he knew nothing about our escape; begged he 

might not be delivered up to the governor; acknowledged' 

RR2 
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he had laid a plan the preceding evening for our detention ;' 

wished Rais to leave the governor a small present, and 

proceed on the ' road towards Mogadore in ; the hope of 

finding us, saying, -ive must have gone that way, as the gates 

were shut on the other side, and there was no possibility of 

turning back by any' other route. The Sheick added, " I 

am in your power, and will go on with you and ' my fii.end 

Muley Ibrahim, without any ' attelidantS, ' to pf0ve to you 

that I am innocent, and that I place the greatest confidence 

in your friendship." Thus they agreed to pursue and 

endeavour to overtake the supposed runaway slaves; but 

soon after they had 'mounted the hills Jilorth of Santa Crue, 

meeting ' aui' former masters; with Bel Mooden and Sidi 

, M6haIIlIliled, who had seen' us', (as I before mentioned,) they 

stopped 'and talked over their several affairs. Sheick ,Ali 

insisted that Sidi Hamet had treated him very ill: that he 

and Seid owed him fOllr hundred dollars, which they were 

to pay him on their return from the Desert, but that they 

had passed by-his lands three days' journey with their slaves; 

without even calling on him to 'eat ' bread: he added, he 

would have gone with them himself, and wjth an arrried force 

through SicLi Ishem's country, to prevent that chief from 

taking their property-" but you wished to cheat me of my 

money,as you did of my daughter," said he, addressing 

himself to Sidi Hamet. ' Sidi Hamet, whose voice had been 

,'ery high before, now lowering his tone, said, 'it" was better 
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to settle their disputes than to quarrel; 'so he acknowledged 

he owed his father-in-law three hundred and sixty 'qollars 

for goods, but asserted that they were ' not wOlth half the 

money: he' wo~l!d, however, pay the' prilH:ipal but no interest, 

which would have swelled the amount of debt to mQre than . 
five hundred dollars; the Sheick agreed to take the principaJ, 

which was counted out in silver, as he w'ould not take gold 

doubloons in paymGl1t" because he did not know their real­

value. He then delivered u·p Sidi Hamel's bemd, and said 

he would return to his tribe. Rais bel Cossim gave Muley 

Ibrahim a present in cash, and they separated, having first 

vowed' everlasting friendship, and joined in prayer for the 

success of their several journeys. 

Our company now consisted of Rais bel Cossim, Bel 

Mooden, Sidi Hamet, Seid, Sidi Mohammed, and ' three 

muleteers, all armed "lith muskets, swords, or daggers-·the 

five Bereberie;s with their camels, who had bro~lght us on 

from Stuka, and myself and four shipmates. We proceeded 

along the coast, sometimes on a sand beach, now c1iil1bing 

an almost perpendicular mountain of great height by a 

winding kind of zigzag road that 'seemed to have been cut 

in the rock in many places, by art; then descending into 

deep valleys by this kind of natural steps; the rocks on our 

right for a great distance rising nearly perpenC\icularly. The 

path we 'were now obliged to follow was not more than two 

feenvide in one place, and on .oUl' left it broke off in a pre-
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cipice of some hlmdred feet deep to the sea- the smallest 

slip of the mule or camel would have plunged it and its 

rider down the rocks to inevitable and instant death, as there 

was no bush or ot11er thing to lay hold of by which a man 

might save his life. Very fortunately for us, there had been 

no rain for a considerable tin-ie previously, so that the road 

was now dry. Rais told me, when it was wet it was never 

attempted, and that many fatal accidents had happened 

there within his remembrance; though there was another 

road which led round over the mountains far within the 

country. 

One of these accidents he said he would mention. "A 
company of Jews, six in number, from Santa Cruz for 

Morocco, came to this place with their loaded mules in th~ 
twilight, after sunset; being very anxious to get past it before 

dark, and supposing no other travellers would venture to 

meet them, or dare to pass it in the night, they did not take 

the precaution to"look out, and calI aloud before they entered 

on it; for there is a place built out on each end of this 

dangerous piece of road, from whence one may see if there 

are others on it: not being quite half a mile in length, a 

person by h~Ilooing out can be heard from ohe end to the 

other, and it is the practice of all ,:ho go that way to give 

this signal. A company of Moors had entered at the other 

end, and going towards Santa Cruz at the same time, and 

they also supposing that no others would dam to pass it at 
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that hour, came on without the usual precaution. About 

half way over, and in the most difficult place, the two 

parties met-there was no possibility of passing each other, 

nor of turning about to go back either way~the Moors 

were mounted as well as the Jews-neither party could 

retire, nor could anyone, except the foremost, get off of his 

mule: the :Moors soon became outrageous, and threatened 

to throw the J ews_ down headlong-the Jews, though they 

had always been treated like slaves, and forced to submit to 

every insult and indignity, yet finding themselves in this 

perilous situ~tion, without the possibility of retiring, and; 

being un}villing to break their necks merely to accommodate 

the Moors, the foremost Jew dismounted carefully over the 

head of his mule, with a stout stick in his hand: the Moor 

nearest him did the same, and came forward to attack him 

with his scimitar: both were fighting for their lives, as neither 

could retreat- the) ew'smule was first pitched down the 

craggy steep, and dashed to atoms . by the fall-the Jew's 

stick was next hacl}ed to pieces by the scimitar; when find­

ing it was impossible for him to save his life, he seized the 

Moor iI! his arn.s, an(l springing off the precipice, both Were 

instantly hurled to destruction-two more of the Jews and 

one Moor lost their live:; in the same way, together with 

eight mules, alld the three Jews, who made out to escape, 

were hunted down and killed by the relations of the M,oors 

who had l?st their live? Qn the pass, and the place has ever 
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since been called' the Jews' leap.'" It is, indeed, enough 

to produce dizziness, even in the head of a sailor, and if I 

had been told the story before getting on this frightful ridO"e, 
. b 

I am not certain but that my imagination might have 

disturbed my facult.ies, and rendered me incapable of pro­

ceeding with safety along this perilous path. The danger 

over, however, and the story finished, we found ourselves 

mounting the first bank hom the sea on Cape Geer. When 

we came on the height, at the pitch of the Cape, I rode up 

to the edge of the precipice to look down upon the 

tumultuous ocean. The present Cape is about one hundred 

teet in height, and appeared to have been much shattered 

and rent by the waves and tempests: huge masses of rocks 

had been undermined, broken off, and tumbled down one 

\'Ipon another, forming very wild and disorderly heaps in the 

water all around it. I could not help shuddering at the 

sight and sound of the surf as it came thundering on, and 

burst against the trembling sides of this rocky Cape, which 

is about a mile in length, and is already undermined in such 

a manner, that the whole road along which we passed will 

very probably soon tumble down among the assailing 

billows. On our right, the land rose gradually like arl in: 

dined plane, and was covered with pebbles and other round 

smooth stones that bore strong marks of having been toss~d 

about and worn by the surf on a sea beach: it rose thus for 

about two miles, when it was interrupted by perpendicular 
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and overhanging cliffs of craggy and broken rocks three or 

four hundred feet in height: these rocks and the whole face 

of the upper Cape bore as strong marks of having once 

been washed and beat upon by the ocean, as did the cliff 

below us, against which it was now dashing with dreadful 

violence. Along most parts of the inclined plane, and par­

ticularly near the upper cliff, were large mounts of loose 

sand in form of snow drifts. This sand was now flying up 

from the beach below, being blown out from among the 

rocks by the strong trade-winds at every low tide, and 

almost as soon as the dashings of the waves among them 

had prepared it: this sand, and in fact all we had seen since 

we came to the cultivated country, was the same in appear­

ance as that which we saw and passed through on the 

Desert, and must have been produced and heaped up by the 

same causes. After passing the Cape, about one hqur's ride, 

we came to the high bank of a river, and descending to its 

left shore, we found its mouth was filled up with ·· sand that 

had been washed in by the sea, though the liver was about 

half a mile wide at its end; and appeared quite deep­

here we stopped to take some food, namely, b~scuit and 

butter. 

Bel Mooden had also brought some dried figs, dates, and 

nuts. Having finished our repast, we were again placed on 

our beasts, and proceeded round the pJouth of the river on 

a sandy beach, about one hundred yards wide, and twenty 

-- s s 
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feet above the level of the fresh water within, and thirty feet 

above the sea water on the beach, at high tide. OUf guides 

informed me that this river was called "el wod Tensha ;'~ 

that it had fonnerly been a very wide' and deep one, and 

l!lsed to empty itself into the sea; that in the rainy season it 

was impossible to pass it without going twenty miles up the 

country; bl!lt for the last few years there had not been rain 

enough in this par~ of the country to force open its mouth. 

I-laving left the margin of the river, we entered on a plain, 

and struck off to our right in a direction nearly east, and 

we went forward as fast as possible towards the high land. 

''Ve had passed many sanctuaries, but had not observed a 

single dwelli[ijg house, nor even a tent, since we left Santa 

Cruz. We now beheld several square waIled places, which 

answer the double purpose of dwelling-house and castle, 

crowning the top of the high mountain, which appeared 

very dry and sterile, mostly composed of layers of huge 

rocks and very steep, with a few dry shrubs scattered thinly 

about the crevices and small flat spots or spaces. Approach­

ing the foot of the mountain, we came to a very deep hollow, 

apparently formed by the washings of a small stream of 

water, assisted by rains that have poured through it from 

time immemorial. Our way wound up through this steep 

hollow, and alongside of the little bro@k before mentioned. 

As we' entered it, the eye was delighted with the beauty of 

t)1e scene. The bottom of the hollow had been made le\'el 
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by art, and was covered from its base witlQ gardens, which 

rose one above another in the form of an amphitheatre: 

they were kept up to a level by means of solid stone walls 

~ laid in lime, and had been filled in with Iich soil: the longest 

was not greater in extent than twenty yards by ten: the 

sides of the hollow were so steep, that the upright walls were· 

not less than ten or fifteen feet in height between each 

garden: they were well stocked with most kinds of vegeta­

bles cultivated in kitchen gardens, and with melons: gutters 

'were curiously disposed around .these gwdens to cOllvey 

water to every part, at the pleasure of the proprietor: they 

had ' growing on their sides an abundance of fig and da;te 

trees, and grape vines running up the sides of the rocks .\ . 

and a little higher up, hundreds of the dwarf Arga tree, 

whose yellow fruit contributed to enliven the prospect. We 

were at least two hours in gaining the summit, when it had 

become dark, and we had to pass down the moulltain on its 

east side through anotheT hollow, though not a fertile one; 

for here was no running water. The narrow path we 

travelled in had been worn into the lim:estone rock, by the 

feet of mules and horses that had passed along it, 110 doubt 

during the course of many centuries; and assisted by .the 

.rain water streaming through it from above, it was ' in some 

places chann~lled out tQ the depth of ten or fifteen feet, and 

just wide enough for a camel or mille to pass. In one place 

·it became necessary, for ,1he want of sufficient room to get 

ss~ 
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through, to take the lading from the mules and carry it 

down by hand, After descending about three hours we 

came to a plain, and kept on in an eastern direction until 

about midnight;' when we approached the walls of a small 

.city, or dwelling-pla¢e, and took 'up our lodgings near it on 

the flat top 'of a long cistern, which afforded plenty of·water. 

The chief men of the city, alarmed by the barking of their 

dogs, soon came 'out and welcomed their visitors by the well 

known Arabic saluil:ation, " Salerno Alikom, Labez, &c. . 

They furnished our coinpany with a supper of cous-coo­

soo, while I and my men ate some dates and dry figs . The 

night was damp <aud cold, and this, -with my fatigues;ren­

dered it impossible for me to sleep. We stayed h€l:e for 

about three hours, wheN daylight appearing, (October the 

sixth,) we wel'f again mounted and proceeded on our journey. 

:My cOlnpaniOl'lS, as well as myself, were so weak, being 

,really worl. out, and completely exhausted, that it was willi 

the greatest difficulty they could be supported on the mules. 

·As daylight increased, we saw a number of towns or dwell­

ings hal1llsomely inclosed with high walls of stOLle, cemented 

with lime: the land on the plain was divided off and fenced 

·in with rough stone waHs made with great labour: numerotils 

,Hocks of goats were feeding on the oil nut: some herds of 

cattle, with a few old horses, asses, and camels, were nib­

·blii1g off the green leaves and branches of small shrubs, for 

the want of grass: we also saw many regularly , planted 
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orchards of fig trees; amd the land was in many places 

ploughed and ready to receive the seed . 'barley SD soon as . 

rain should fall sufficient to ensure its vegetation. 

We went forward to the north-eastward, and on rising a 

hill, we saw two mountains before us to the north, over 

which I was informed we must pass: the farthest one north 

appeared to be twenty miles distant. We soon began to 

climb the nearest, and when we reached its summit, looking 

to the east, the Atlas was fairly in view, and all its lofty 

peaks covered with snow. Descending this mountain, we 

met large droves of camels, mules, and asses, laden with salt 

and other merchandise, .and driven by a considerable num­

ber of Moors and Arabs: the Moors were easily distin­

guished by their dress: they had each, besides his haick, a 

caftan or close jacket next his skin, an_d the most of them 

had turbans on their heads: they were armed with daggers, 

or scimitars, suspended from their necks by a cord of red 

woollen yarn thrown over the left shoulder: the scabbards 

were ·suCh as I have before described-the dagger is worn 

outside of the haick; its handle is made of wood, handsomely 

wrought: the point of the dagger hooks inward like a 

pruning knife: when they have occasion to use it, they seize 

it with their right hand, the lower side of the hand being 

next to tqe blade, and strike after raising it above their 

l1eads, ripping open their adversary: tHey never attempt to 

parry a stroke with their daggers. 
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Tlie valley between these two mountains had been wen 

cultivated, and would be very productive with seasonable 

rains, but at this time those dreadful scoq1'ges, severe droughts, 

and myriads of locusts, had destroyed almost every green 

thing: even the leaves of the trees and shrubs had not 

escaped their devastations. I was informed by Rais bel 

Cossirn that we were now in the province of Hah hah, and 

that the locusts had utter! y laid waste the country fo,1' the last 

six years, so that the land now groaned under a most 

grievous famine; nor could our company procure any 

barley or other food for thei.r beasts. 'l'his province must be 

naturally a very strong military country; it is very moun­

tainous, and rendered almost inaccessible' by the craggy 

steeps and nun'QW roads, or defiles, through which an army 

would be under the necessity of marching. The cities, or 

rather ,castles, in which the inhabitants reside, are built 

strong with stone and lime, and are fifteen or twenty feet in 

height, .generally, of a quadrangular form of from fifty to 

two hundred yards square, and the tops crowned with 

tiurrets: within these ,"aUs all the flocks and herds are driven 

every night for safe keeping. All the men in these parts are 

well armed with long Moorish muskets, and with sabres, or 

daggers, by their sides : there are no Arabs dwelling in this 

part of the country, as they always live in tents, and ,,,ill not 

be confined within walls; nor had we seen a tent since our 

arrival at the dwelling of Sidi Mohamined. 
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The valley now spread out to the ri ght, and might be 

termed a considerably extensive plain, on which but few 

castles or dwellings appeared, and we saw no river or stream 

of water, though there were high mQuntains on both sides. 

The little herbagc that had sprung up, in consequence of the 

recent rains, was destroyed by the locusts, which were to be 

seen thinly scattercd over the ground , and rose in con­

siderable numbers on our approach; skipping like grass­

hoppers. Rais bel Cossim informed me that the flights of 

locusts, from which these few had strayed, had gone to some 

hitherto more favoured part of the cow1try to continue their 

ravages. 

While we were tranquilly travelling along, I asked Rais 

in what manner the oil was extracted from the nuts that grew 

in such quantities on the Arga tree, which entirely covered 

the sides of the hills. He told me that in the country these 

nuts were swallowed by the goats; (and in fact we saw these 

animals picking them up under the trees;) that the nut passes 

through, after being deprived of its bark, which though 

very bitter, was highly relished by the goats, and when void­

ed, the women and children, who tend them, pick up the 

nuts and put them into a bag, slung about them for the pur­

pose, and carry them h?me, where they crack them between 

stones, get out the kernel, and expressing the oily juice from 

them, they boil it down in a jar, until it becomes of a pro­

per consistence, when it is poured oft~ and is fit for use. 
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The appearance of this fruit gro\\"ing thickly on the trees, 

different in size, and variegated in colour from green to red, 

and from that to bright yellow, had a pleasing effect: the 

ground beneath the trees was also covered with them. 

Having come to the foot of the high mountain, we ~s­

cended it, winding up its steep side in a zigzag path, very 

.difficult of ascent, and indeed almost impracticable. Oli 

our left W!iS a deep gully, with a considerable stream of water 

running down through it, like a small mill-stream: it poured 

over the precipices, making a loud roaring, that might be 

heard at a great distance; though the whole stream seemed 

to lose itself entirely in the sand before it reached the bot­

t;om of the mountl!-in. The sides of this gully were shaded 

by the ,Arga l;tnd bean tree, and many other bushes~ and 

hear the water I discovered a few yew or hemlock bushes, 

that reminded me of scenes I had been familiar with in my 

own country. As .we rode near the top of the mountain, 

this gully assumed the appearance of a rich valley, filled 

with gardens one above another, supported by strong stone 

walls in the same manner as those I have already described, 

though much larger, and they were apparently well watered 

by the stream that was carried around them in gutters fitted 

'expressly for that purpose. These gardens looked as if they 

were well cultivated, and stored with vegetables, and num­

bers of men and boys were at work tilling and dressing 

them. 
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On the highest part of the mountain that we reached, I 

w'as much surprized to find a considerable plain spot, nearly 

covered with stacks of salt, which stood very thick, and 

must, I think, have amounted to several hundreds. To see 

marine salt in such quantities on the top of a mountain, 

which I computed to stand at least fifteen hundred feet 

above the surface of the ocean, excited my wonder and 

curiosity; but we stopped short of them, for the camels we 

had started with from Stuka were to carry loads of this salt 

back; so that after Rais had paid · the owners of them for 

their trouble and assistance, they went towlj,rds the. salt 

heaps, wishing us a prosperous journey. While we were 

stopped to settle with them, we were taken from the mules 

anCI seated on the ground, when many of the inhabitants 

came near to have a , look at us, Clwistian Slaves. They 

brought with them a few raw turnips, which they distributed 

among us : they were the sweetest I had ever tasted, and 

very refreshing. We were soon placed upon the mules 

again, and I rode a little to the left, in order to find out in 

what way this great quantity of salt had been procured and 

deposited in this singular situation; on a near approach, I 

saw a great number of salt pans formed of clay, and very 

shallow; into which water was conducted by means of smaill 

gutters cut for the purpose in the clay. The water issues in 

considerable quantities from the side of the m~u~tain, in the 

N. W. part of the plail!, (which has been levelled down and 

1'T 
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regulated with great labour,) and is very strongly impreg­

nated with salt: the pans or basins being very shallow, the 

water is soon evaporated by the heat of the sun, and a 

crystallization of excellent salt is the result. It is small 

grained, and tinged by the reddish colour of the clay of 

which the pans are formed. The highest peak of the moun­

tain did not appear to rise above the salt spring more than 

about one hundred feet: a great number of men and boys 

were employed in raking and heaping up the salt, and 

numbers more in selling and measuring it ont, and loading 

it on camels, mules, and asses. Rais bel Cossim informed 

me, that this spring furnished the greatest proportion of the 

salt that is made use of in the Moorisl~ dominions, and in 

Suse; and I should estimate the number of camels, mules, 

and asses that were there at that time waiting for loads, at from 

four to five hundred. vVe had met hundreds on the route 

since we left Stuka, loaded with this article, and I afterwards 

saw many loads of the same kind of salt enter Mogado1'e, or 

SrIJearah, Saffy, and Rabat. 

We proceeded to the northward down the mountain, 

which is not so steep on its north as on its south side. The 

cOl:mtry, after desc;:ending it, was tolerably smooth, with 

much Qf the Arga wood flourishing on every side. Soon 

after dark we came to a wall that inclosed a.space of ground 

forty or fifty yards square: it was built of stone and lime, 

six or eight feet in height, with an open space like a gate­

way on its northern side, through which we entered and took 
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up our lodgings on the ground, which was very smooth. A . 

walled village was near this yard on the west, aRd on the 

north, outside of both walls, stood a mosque or house of 

worship: the inhabitants were chanting their evening or 

eight o'clock prayers when we entered the yard; yet none 

of them came out to look at us, their attention being wholly 

confined to their religious duties. We were taken from the­

mules and placed near the wall, which kept off the night 

wind, and after we had nibbled a little biscuit and drunk 

some water, we thanked God for his goodness, and tried to 

get a little sleep. The wind did not molest us, and we rested 

until about midnight, when we were awakened by the noise 

occasioned by a company of men with loaded camels and 

mules: they had already entered the yard without ceremony, 

to the number probably of thirty men, with three times a~ 

many camels, mules, and asses. I was awakened by the bel­

lowing of the camels, as they were forced to lie down with 

their heavy loads ~-the men did not speak to ours, and as 

soon as they had tethered their mules, by tying ropes rouna 

their footlock joints, and fastening them to 'pegs driven into 

the ground for that purpose, they laid themselves do~v.n to 

sleep, WTapped up in their haicks. 

Our whole company being awake, they saddled their 

mules, put us thereon, and we proceeded on our journey. 

It was very dark, and the path lay through a rough stony 

country. We were so weak, that we could not sit on the 

: T T 2 
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.mules without one being behind to steady our tottering 

frames; at daylight we found ourselves near some sub­

stantial buildings, and I 'begged of .Rais to buy some milk if 

it was possible: he rode near the gates . and asked some of 

the inhabitants for milk; but they would not sell any. This­

to me was ' a ' sore disappointment, as I was benumbed with 

cold, and so much fatigued, that I thought it would be 

impossible for me to ride much farther; which Rais observ­

ing, said to me, "Keep up your spirits, Captain, only a few 

hours longer, and you will bc in Swearah, if God Almighty 

continues his protection," I was so reduced and debilitated, 

that I could not support even good news \vith 'any degree o£ 

firmness, and s'uch was my agitati<im, that it was with the 

utmost difficulty'I 'could keep on. my mule for some mo­

ments afterwards. We had been constantly travelhng f6ll) 

three days and most of three nights;' and though I concluded, 

we must be near Swearah, I di@ 'not think we should reaoh 

it lJefore late in the evening. Passing along a narrow foot­

way between high bushes, we 'came to a long string of sand 

hills on our l@ft, drifted up like the sand heaps on the Desert, 

and along the coast: it was. then about eight o'~lock in the 

morning, when mounting the side of one of those hills, the' 

city of Swearah broke suddenly upon our view, with 'the 

island of Mogadore, forming a harbour, in which was a brig 

riding at anchor with E,nglish colours flying :-" Take cou­

rage, Captain," 'said the good Rais; "there is Swearah," 
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pOInting towards the town; " and there is a vessel to carry 

you to your cOlmtry and family:-if God please, YQu will 

soon see the noble Willshire, who will relieve you from all 

yom miseries-I thank my God your sufferings are nearly 

at an end, and that I have been found worthy to he an in­

strument in the hands of the Omnipotent to redeem you from 

slavery." I-Ie next returned thanks to the Almighty, in Ara­

bic, with all that fervour and devotion so peculiar to Mo­

hammedans, and. then he ejaculated, in Spanish, " May it 

have pleased ~lm~ghty God to have preserved the lives of 

my wife and children." 

\Ve now proceeded down the sand hills towa,rds the city­

but very slowly. Sidi Hamet had been for some time miss­

ing-he had gone privately forward to be first to carry the 

news to our deliverer of our approach-and now Bel Moo­

den and Sidi Mohammed left us for a similar purpGse, and 

made the best of their way towards the city. It would. be 

idle for me to attempt to describe the various emotions of my 

mind at this exquisitely interesting moment: I. must leav€ 

~hat to be conceived of by the reader, We soon approached 

the walls of an imperial palace, which is situated about two 

miles south-east of Swearah, or Mogadore. The walls are 

built in a·square of proba)Jly one hundred yards. at each side, 

aud about twenty feet in height-they inclose four small 

square houses, built at the four corners within, a!ld which 

rise. One story. above the walls-the houses have square roofs, 
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coming to a point in the centre, and handsomely covered 

with green tiles-they, as well as the other walls, are built 

with rough stone, cemented with lime, plastered over and 

whitewashed. 

Near the western 'angle of the walls we stopped, and were 

taken .off our mules and seated on the green grass. A small 

stream of fresh water, running from the east, was spreading 

over the sand near its northern wall, flowing and meandering 

slowly towards the bay over the beach, in a number of small 

ril1s. The water in the bay was quite smooth; small boats 

were moving gently on its glassy surface, or. were anchored 

near its entrance, pFobably for the purpose of fishing; this, 

together with the sight of great Jilumbers of men driving 

camels, cows, asses, and sheep, and riding on horses, all at a 

.distance, and goiNg different ways, together with the view of 

the high steeples in Mogadore, infused into my soul a kind 

of sublime delight and a heavenly serenity that is indescrib­

able, and to which it had ever before been .a stranger. The 

next moment I discovered the American flag floating over a 

part of the distant city: at this blessed and transporting 

sight, the little blood remaining in my veins, gushed through 

my glowing heart with wild impetuosity, and seemed to pour 

a flood of new life through every part of my exhausted 

name. We were still seated on the green sward near the 

western wall, and the mules that brought us there were feed­

ing carelessly before us at a little distance. Our deliverer, 
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who had received news of our coming from Sidi Hamet, 

having first directed the flag of our country to be hoisted as 

a signal, had mounted his horse, ridden out of the city, and 

came to the eastel'n side of the palace walls, wherj'l Rais bel 

Cossim met him-unknown to me. I expected him soon, 

but did not think he was so near-he had dismounted, and 

was prepared to behold some of the most miserable objects 

his imagination could paint-he led his horse along the south 

angle and near the wall: Rais was by his side, when open­

ing past the corner, I heard Rajs exclaim, in Spanish, " AlIa 

estan" - " There they are :" -at this sound we looked up and 

beheld our deliverer, who had at that instant turned his eyes 

upon us. He started back one step with surprize. His 

blood seemed to fly from his visage for a moment, but reco­

vering himself a little, he rushed forward, and clasping me 

to his breast, he ejaculated, " :Welcome to my arms, my 

dear Sir: this is truly a happy moment!'" He_next took 

each of my companions by the hand, and welcomed them 

to their liberty, while tears trickled down his manly cheeks, 

and the sudden rush of all the generous and sympathetic 

feelings of his heart nearly choked his utterance; then raising 

his eyes towards heaven, he said, "I thank thee, great Au­

thor of my being, for thy mercy to these my brothers !"­

He could add no more; his whole £i'ame was so agitated, 

that his strength failed him, and he sank to the ground. We, 

on ?U1' part, could only look up towards heaven in silent 
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adoration, while our hearts swelle<d with indescribable sensa­

tions of gratitude and love to the all wise, all powerful, and 

ever merciful God of the universe; '~ho had conducted " us 

through S(l) many "dreadful s~enes of danger and suffering­

had controlled the passions and d<isposed the hearts of the 

barbarous AIJ.'abs in our favour, and had finally brought us 

to the arms of such a friend. Tears of joy streamed £i'om 

our eyes, and Rais bel Cossim was so much affected at this 

interview, that in order to conceal his weeping, he hid him­

self behind the wall; for the Moors, as well as the Arabs; 

hold the shedding of tears to be a womanish and degrading' 

weakness, After a short panse, when Mr. WillshiTe had in 

some measure recovered, he said, " Come, my friends, let 

us go to the city; my house is already prepared for your 

reception,5'-The mules were led up, and we were again 

placed on them and rode off slowly towanls Mogadore, Mr. 

Savage and Clark were OIl one mule, and Burns and Horace 

on another, for the purpose of mutually supporting each 

other; but their debility was such, that they fell off on the 

beach two or three times before they reached the city; how­

ever; it was on the soft sand, and as they were very light, 

they seemed to have reoeived no material injury ;-they were 

again placed on the 'mules, and steadied until our arrival at 

the gates of Swearah, by Moors "walking beside them. The 

gateway was crowded"with MOOTS, Jews, and negroes~the 

news of our coming having "spread through the city, and a 
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curiosity to see Christian slaves, had brought them togethelt 

in great numbers; and the men and boys of the rabble were 

only l'estrained from committing violence on us, by the gate­

keepers and a few soldiers, who voluntarily escorted us to 

1\1r. Willshire's house, and in some measure kept off the 

cmwd: there we were taken from our mules; but some -sol~ 

diers coming in at that instant, said, it was the Bashaw's; 

orders that we should appear before him immediately, and 

we were constrained to obey; it was but a few steps, and 

we were enabled to walk there by supporting one another. 

When we came to the door, we were ushered into a kind of 

entry-way, which served as an audience chamber, by 1\1r. 

Willshire's Jew interpreter, who, in token of submission, was 

obliged to pull off his cap and slippers before he could enter. 

';V e were ordered to sit down on the floor, and we then saw 

before us a very respectable looking Moot, of about sixty 

years of age: he was sitting cross-legged Oil a mat or carpet, 

that lay on the floor, which was terrace-work, drinking tea 

from a small cup-his dress was the haick. After he had 

finished his cup of tea and looked at us a moment, he asked 

me, through the interpreter, what countryman I was? where 

my vessel was wrecked? how many-men I had in all, and if 

the remainder were alive? how long I had been a slave, and 

if the Arab, my last ~aster, bad treated me kindly? He 

wanted, further, to know how much money from my vessel 

fell into the hands of the Arabs, and what other cargo ~h~ 

uu 
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had on hom-d. ,Having satisfied his' inquiries ill the best 

manner I was able, he said we. were now free, and he would 

write to the Emperor respecting me and my men, and hoped 

he wow.d give us leave to go home to our country :-he then 

dismissed us. Mr. Willshire was with us, and answered all 

the questions the Bashaw chose to put to him, and then 

assisted us in returning to his house. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

The author and his companions are cleansed, clotT!ed, andf~d­

he becomes delirious, but is again l'estoj'ed to reason-the 

kindness of .1.111'. WillshiJ'e-letter from Horatio Sprague, 

Esq. of Gibraltal'-author's j'ejlections on h·is past sliffej'ings 

and on the pl'ovidential chain of events that had fitted him, 

for enduring them, and mi1'aculously Suppol'ted and l'estp1'ed 

him and his fow' companions to their libej·ty. 

U ;ON our arrival at Mr. Willshire's house, some Jews were. 

ready to shave off our beards, and as the hair of our heads 

was also, in a very unpleasant condition; being literally 

filled with vermin; that, as well as our beards, underwent 

the operation of the scissors and razor: the hair was cut off 

at least as close as the horrible state of .our skin and flesh ­

would admit of: this may be imagined, but it is absolutely, 

"too shocking for description. Our squalid and emaciated 

frames were then purified with soap. and water, alld om 

humane and generous friend furnished us with some of his 

own clothing, after our bodies, which were still covered 

with sores, had been rubbed with sweet. oiL Mr. Willshire's 

cook -had by this time prepared a repast, which consisted of, 

uu2 
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beef cut into square pieces, just large enough for a mouthful 

before it was cooked; these were then rolled in onions, cut 

up fine, and mix.ed with salt and pepper; they were in the 

next place put on iron skewers and laid horizontally across 

a pot of burning charcoal, and turned over occasionally, 

until it was perfectly roasted: this dish is called Cubbub; and 

in my opinion far s1!lrpasses in flavol9.r the' so inm:h admired 

beef-steak; as it is eaten hot from the skewers, and is indeed 

an excellent mode of cooking beef.-IVe ate sparingly of. 

tll,is· delicious f<ood, which was acc0mpanied with some good 

wheaten bread . and butter, and followed by· a quantity of 

exquisite pomegranates; Jor our. stomachs were contracted 

to such a degree by long fastings, that they had lost their 

t<ill1e, and could not receive the usual allowance for a healthy 

man.-A doctor then appeared and administered to each o£ 

us a dose of physic, which he said was to prepare our 

stoma:chs for eating. He was a Jew, who had been bred at 

]',,105cow in Russia, and studied medicine there, and had 

./ since travelled thl'ollgh Germany, Italy, and Spain; he 

spoke the Spanish language fluently, and I was convinced, 

before I left Mogadore, that he possessed much medical as 

well as surgicaJl skill. He had 0nly been in Swearah' or 

Mogadore two months, and there was no other physician in 

that city, or in that part of the country, except jugglers or 

quaoks. Good beds had been fitted up for myself and Mr. 

Savage in the 'same room, and after being we1c<!l.l1led by 
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Mr. John Foxcroft and DOR Pablo RIVa, who had heard of 

our arrival, we retired to rest. 

My mind, which (though my body was worn down to a 

skeleton) had been hitherto strong, and supported me 

through all my trials, distresses: and sufferings, and enabled 

me to encourage and keep up the spirits of my frequently 

despairing fellow-sufferers, could no longer sustain me: my 

sudden change of situation seemed to have relaxed the very 

springs of my soul, and all my faculties fell into the witdest 

confusion. The unbounded kindness, the goodness, and 

whole attention of Mr. Willshire, who made use of all the 

soothing language of which the most affectionate brother 

or friend is capable, tended but to ferment the tempest that 

was gathering in my brain. I became delirious-was bereft 

of my senses- and for the space of three days kI1ew not 

where I was.-When my reason retmned'; I found I had 

been constantly attended by Mr. Willshire, and generally 

kept in my room, though he would sometimes persuade me 

to walk in the gallery with · him, and used every means in 

his power to restore and compose my bewildered senses: 

tha~ r had remained continually bathed in tears, and shud­

dering at the sight of every human being, fearing I should 

again be carried into slavery. I had slunk into the darkest 

corner of my room; but though insensible, I seemed to 

know the worth of my friend and deliverer, and would agree 

to, ~.nd comply with his advice and. directions. 
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In the mean time, this most estimable and noble minded 

young man had spared neither pains nor expense in pro­

curing for us every comfort, and in administeritlg, 'with his 

own hands, night aNd day, such relief and refreshment as 

our late severe sufferings and present debility required. He' 

had sent off persons on mules to the vicinity of the city oil 

Morocco, more than one hundred miles, and procured some 

of the most delicious fruits that country can produce, such 

as dates; figs, grapes, pomegranates, &c, He gave us for 

drink the best of wines, and 'I again began to have an appe­

tite for my food, which was prepared with the greatest care. 

1\1y men were furnished' with shilts, trowsers, and jackets, 

and being fed with the most nourishing soups and other 

kinds of food, gained a considerable degree of strength, 

Captain Wall aGe, of the English brig Pilot, then being in 

the port, furnisI1ed us with some pork, split peas, and 

potwtoes, and seemed very friendly. Clark and Burns were 

but the skeletons of men-Mr. Savage and Horace were 

nearly as ml1ch reduced, but not having been diseased in so 

great a degree, they were consequently stronger. Many of 

my bones, as well as my 'ribs, had been divested entirely, 

not only of flesh, but of skin, and had appeared white like 

dry b0nes when on the Desert; but they were now nearly 

covered again; tliough we still migllt with some reason be 

termed 'the dry skeletons of Moorish slaves. At the instance 

of Mr. Willshire I was weighed, and , fell short of ninety 
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PQunds, though my usual weight, for the last ten years, had 

b€en over two hundred and forty pounds: the weight of my 

companions was less than 1 dare to mention, for I appre­

hend it wollld not be believed, that the bodies of men re~ 

taining the vital spark should not weigh forty pounds. , 
The sight of my face in a glass called to my recollection 

all the trying scenes 1 had passed through since my ship­

wreck ;- 1 Gould contemplate with pleasure and gratitude 

the power, and wisdom, and fore-knowledge of the S~lpreme 

Being, as well as His mercy and unbounded goodness. I 

could plainly discover that the train of events which, in my 

former life, 1 had always considered as great misfortunes; 

had been directed by unerring wisdom, and had. fitted me fOF 

ru,nning the circle marked out by the Omnipotent. When 

I studied the French and Spanish languages, I did it from 

expectations of future gain in a ~ommercial point of view, 

All the exertions 1 had hitherto made to becDme acquainted 

with foreign languages, and to store my mind with learning 

and a knowledge of mankind, had procured for me no 

wealth; without which acquirement a man is generally con­

£idered on the stage of the world as a very insignificant 

creature, that may be kicked off or trampled upon by the 

pampered worms of his species, who sport around him with 

all the upstart pride of (in many instances) ill gotten treasure. 

I had been cheated' and swindled out of property by those 

whom 1 considered my friends; yet my mind was formed 
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for friendship :-1 do not speak of this in the way. of boast­

l!lg. My hand had never been slack in reli~ving the dis­

tresses of m~ feHow men. whenever I had the power, in the 

different countFies where I had been; but I had almost 

become a stoic,· and had very nearly concluded that disin­

terested friendship and benevolence, out of the circle of a 
. man's own familly, was not to be found'; that the virt~ous 

man, if poor, was not only desJ9ised by his more fortunate 

fellow creatures, but forsaken almost by Providence itself. 

I now, however, had positive proof to the contrary of some 

of those hasty and ill-founded opinions; ang I clearly saw 

that I had 0nly been tutored in the school of adversity, in 

order tllat 1. might be prepared for fulfilling the purpose for 

which I had been created. 

In the midst of those reflections I received, by a courier 

frolll Consul-General Simpson, at Tangier, to Mr. Willshire, 

tlle following letter :-it speaks the soul of the writer, and 

needs no comment. , 

Gibraltar, 13th Novembel', 1815. 

My DEAR RILEY, 

I will not waste a moment by unnecessary preamhle. 

I have written to Mr. Willshire, that your draft on me for 

twelve hundred dollars, or more, shall be duly paid for the 

. obtainment of your liberty, and those with you. I have 

sent him two double-barrelled guns to meet his promise tQ 
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the Moor.-In a short time after the receipt of this, I hope 

to have the happiness to take you by the hand under my 

roof again. You will come here by the way Qf Tangier. 

Your assured friend, 

HORATIO SPRAG UE. 

My sensations on reading this letter, and on seeing that 

written by Mr. Sprague to Mr. Willshire, I must leave to 

the reader to imagine, and only observe that my acquaint­

ance with that gentleman was but very slight, say about ten 

days, while I remained at Gibraltar, immediately before my 

disaster-it was sufficient far him to know his fellow crea· 

tures were in distress, and that it was in his power to relieve 

them. Mr. Sprague is a native of Boston, the capital of the 

State of Massachusetts, and had established himself as a 

respectable merchant in Gibral~r a little before the breaking 

out of the late war.-In the early part of that war a number 

(}f American vessels were dispatched by individuals with 

cargoes of provisions, &c. for Spain and Portugal-these 

vessels were navigated under enemies' licenses, but from 

some cause or O-ther many of them were seized on the ocean 

by British ships of war, and conducted to Gibraltar; where 

both the vessels and their cargoes were condemned, and 

their crews turned adrift in the streets without a cent of 

money in their pockets, and left to the mercy of the ele. 

x x 
--
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l1Icnts. Mr. Gavino, the American consul, would not act 

in their behalf: because (as he stated) his functions had 

ceased by reason of the war ;-when this humane and 

generous gentleman took them under his protection, hired 

the hulk of an old vessel for them to live in, furnished them 

with provisions and other necessaries and comforts for the 

term of one whole year or upwards, and in this manner 

supported for the greater part of that time as many as one 

hundred and fifty men-this he did from his own purse, and 

out of pure philanthropy-of this I was informed by Mr. 

Charles Moore, 'of Philadelphia, and other gentlemen of 

respectability and veracity. He also· furnished and sent a 

considerable . sum of money to Algiers, which bought from 

hard labour our unfortunate countrymen, comprising the 

officers and crew of the brig ---, Captain Smith, of 

Boston, who were made slaves by that regency ;-in this he 

was assisted by Messrs. Charles H. Hall and Co. merchants 

at Cadiz, and several other worthy and respectable Ameli­

cans; but the loss <;>f the United States' sloop of war the 

Epervier, when homeward bound, having on board all the 

redeemed slaves after the peace with Algiers, rendered it 

impossible for them to communicate their sense of gratitude 

for Mr. Sprague's humanity. These facts were stated to 

me by several respectable individuals in Gibraltar, and can 

be authenticated beyond a doubt. 
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After my mind had been a.gain tranquillized by a refresh­

ing night's sleep, my reflections returned to my providential 

preservation. 

vVhen my vessel was wrecked, I was endued with presence 

of mind, judgment, and prudence, whereby my whole crew 

was saved in the first instance, (j,nd safely landed. When I 

was seized on afterwards by the Arabs, a superior Intelligence 

suddenly suggested to my mind a stratagem by which my 

life was saved, though one of my unfortunate companions 

was sacrificed to glut the brutal ferocity of the natives, 

whilst I was conducted to the wreck in safety tllTough a 

tremendous surf that rolled over m~ every instant. The 

ways of Providence were next traced out to my wondering 

eyes in the smoothing down of the sea, so that we were 

enabled to row our crazy boat out with safety to the ocean, 

and in our preservation in an open boat amidst violent gales 

of wind, though her timbers and planks seemed only to hold 

together by the pressure of the sea acting upon their outer 

side. '¥hen destitute of provisiQns and water, worn down 

with privations and fatigues, we were again landed on the 

coast, carried on the top of a dreadful wave over the heads 

of craggy rocks that must have dashed us and our boat to 

atoms without a particular divine protection. We were next 

forced to climb over the most formidable precipices and 

obstructions, before it was possible to arrive on the dreary 

Desert above us; these delays were necessary to bring us, at 

xx.2 
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a proper time, within sight of fires kindled by Arabs, who 

had arrived there that day, (and who were the first, as I was 

afterwards informed, who had been there to water their 

camels within the last thirty days,) and who were pro­

videntially sent to save our lives, as we could not have 

existed a day longer without drink. Though my skin was 

burned off by the sun's rays, and myself given as a slm'e to 

those wandering wretches-the same Almighty power still 

preserved my life, endowed me with intelligence to com­

prehend a language I had never before heard spoken, and 

enabled me to make myself understood by that people, and 

in some degree respected. Sidi Hamet (though a thievish 

Arab) had been sent from the confines of .the Moorish 

empi}'e before I left Gibraltar: he was conducted by the 

same unerring vVisdom to my master's tent; his heart was 

softened at the recital of my distresses, and instead of tmdiBg 

in the article of ostrich feathers, (which was his whole 

business there, as he believed,) he was persuaded by a 

wretched Raked skeleton of a slave, merely retaining the 

glimmering of the vital spark, against his own judgment, 

and di,rectly and strenuously opposed by his brother and 

partner, who insisted that if even I told the tiruth, and had a 

friend in Morocco to purchase me 01'1 my arrival there, yet 

my death must certainly happen long before it was possible 

to get me to that place: yet this same brother, one of the 

'l11ost barbarous of men, was forced, though against his will, 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 341 

to agree, and to lend the aid of his property in effecting the 

purchase, and to exert himself to support and to defend 

myself and four companions through the Desert, whilst all 

his schemes for selling and separating us had constantly 

proyed abortive. A Spanish barque had been destroyed by 

the natives on the coast of Suse, north of Cape Nun, and 

nineteen men had been either massacred by the natives, or 

were groaning out a miserable existence in the worst kind of 

barbarian slavery-this event alone had furnished a piece­

of paper on which I wrote the note, at a venture, tQ 

Mogadore: my note fell into the hands of a perfect stranger, 

whose name I had never even heard of, and who was as 

ignorant of mine. This excellent young man was touched 

by the same Power who had hitherto protected me: he 

agreed to pay the sum demanded without reflection, though 

his utter ruin might have been the consequence, trusting 

implicitly to the written word of a wretched naked slave; a 

person of whom he had no knowledge, and who was then 

three hundred miles distant, and even out of the power of 

the government that protected him; and his impatience to 

relieve my distresses was so great, that he instantly paid the 

money demanded by my master, on his simply agreeing to 

to stay in Swearah (Mogadore) until we came up, but with­

out the power to keep him one instant if he chose to go 

away; nor would he allow time to the magnanimous Moor, 

Who _kindly V()lunteered to go dowll after us, at the immiIi6nt 
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risk of his life, scarcely to take leave of his family: mounting 

him on his own mule, and begging hiin to hurl'y on, day and 

night, until he l'eached us, and to spare neither pains nor 

expense in fetching us to Mogadore. 

I cannot here omit mentioning the manner in which Mr. 

Willshire got my first note. Sidi Hamet (the bearer of it) 

was one of those Arabs belongii1g to a tribe surnamed by 

the Moors sons of Lions, on account of their unconquerable 

spirit; when he came to the gate of Swearah or Mogadore, 

he providentially was met by Rais bel Cossim, who though 

a perfect stranger, asked him, "From whence come you, 

SO)l of a lion ?" Upon which Sidi Hamet stopped, and made 

known his business. This Moor was the only one which 

Mr. Willshire placed confidence in, or treated as a friend: 

he conducted Sidi Hamet to Mr. Willshire's house, and 

offered to leave his family, who were then sick, and to do his 

lltmost to restore me and my men to liberty. Providence 

ha.d also caused us to be stopped at Stuka, where we had 

time_ to recover, in part, from our illness, and to gain 

strength enough to support us through the. re,mainder of 

our journey; had turned the contrivances of Sheick Ali 

into nothingness, and finally provided for us such a friend 

as Mr. Sprague of Gibraltar, one of the most feeling and 

best of. men. 

This p1'ovidential chain of events, thus planned and 

executed, even against the will of the principal agents 
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employed, filled my mind with unutterable thankfulness and 

wonder at the wisdom;the goodness, and the mercy of God 

towards me; and the emotions which these reflections excited 

kept me almost constantly bathed in tears for the greatest 

part of a month. When I retired to rest, and sleep had 

closed my eyes, my mind still retaining the strong impression 

of my past sufferings, made them the subjects of my dreams. 

I used to rise in my sleep, and think I was driving camels up 

and doWD the sandy hills near the Desert, or along the craggy 

steeps of Morocco: obeying my master's orders in putting 

on my fetters, or ' beckets, on the legs and knees of his 

camels, and in the midst of my agonizing toils and heart­

sickening anxieties, while groping about my room, I would 

hit my head against something, which would startle and 

awaken me: then I would throw myself on my bed again to 

sleep, and dream, and act over similar scenes. Fearing I 

should get out of my chamber and injure myself in my 

sleep, I always locked the door, and hid the key before I 

went to bed. There was a grating to the windows of the 

apartments I slept in, and I often awoke and found myself 

trying to get out. My mind at length became more composed 

and serene as my strength increased, and by the first of 

December I was able to ride out, and to walk about the city. 

1\1r. Willshire, whose whole attention had been shown to me 

and my companions, tried every means to divert my mind 
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from the subject of my reflections, and would ride out with 

me to a garden two miles out of the city, accompanied by 

a Moor, where .we passed away many pleasant hours, which 

were endeared by every feeling and sentiment of gratitude 

and esteem on the one part, and. of generous sympathy and 

god-like benevolence on the other. 

In this garden stood a venerable fig-tree, whose body and 

boughs were covered with the names, and initials of the 

names, of almost all the Europeans and Americans who had 

visited Swearah, or :Mogadore, carved out with knives in 

the thick bark, accompanied \vith the dates of their several 

visits, &c. This was a kind of monument I delighted to 

examine; it seemed to say that Swearah was once a flourish­

ing city .. when its commerce was fostered by the Moorish 

government ; but now, that superstition, fanaticism, and 

tyranny bear sway, tliley have swept away with their per­

nicious breath, the whole wealth of its once industrious and 

highly favoured inhabitants·;-have driven the foreigner fi"<}m 

their shores, and it seems as if the curse of Heaven had 

fallen on the whole land, for in spite of all the exertions of 

its cultivators and the fertility of the soil, severe droughts, 

and the ravages of the locusts, have frequently caused a 

famine in that cowltry, from whence wheat was exported in 

immense quantities but a few years past for Spain and 

Portugal, at half a dollar per bushel. Not a single bushel 
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had been shipped for some yea,rs past, and at this time none 

was to be had at any price, except now and then a few bags, 

brought from the province of Duquella, whioh could only 

be purchased by the most wealthy : the others were provided 

with scanty portions of barley, of which they made their 

cous-coo-soo. 

yy 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

The author's motives for' requesting oj, and writing down, his, 

former Master's Nan'ative of Tmvels on the Desel't when in 

Mogadore, togethe;' with Sidi Hamet's Narrative of (J; 

Jowrney aCl'OSS the Great Desert to Tomuuctoo, and bacle 

again to Wedll'lOon, with a ca1'aV(Jffl. 

FROM the time I had a prospect of being redeemed from 

slavery, I had determined (if that should ever happen) to 

write an account of our sufferings, which I considered 

greater than had evcr fancn to the lot of man, and also to 

embody such observations as I had been enabled to make 

while a slave, in travelling the Great Desert, &c. &c. for the 

satisfaction of my family and the friends of my fellow­

sufferers. My late master was yet in Mogadore, for he 

remained in the house of my deliverer about two weeks after 

our arrival, and he now mentioned to me that he and his 

brother had been three times to Tombuctoo (as he had 

before informed Mr. Willshire) with caravans, and had 

crossed the Desert in almost every direction. I felt in­

tcrested in making every inquiry that could suggest itself to. 

my mind respecting the face and the extent of the DeseJ:t 
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and the countries south of it; and although I was convinced, 

by my own observations, that both he and his brother, 

probably in common with the Arabs of the Desert, knew the 

courses they steered, notwithstanding they had no compass 

-or any other instrument to direct them in their journeys, yet 

wishing to be fully satisfied in this pmticular, I took them 

up upon the roof of the house (which was flat and terraced 

,,·ith stones laid in lime cement, and smooth like a floor) 

one clea.r evening, and then told them that I wanted to know 

by what means they were enabled to filld their way across 

Lhe trackless Desert. Sidi Hamet immediately pointed out 

to me the north or polar star, and the great bear, and told me 

the Arabic nal1les of the principal fixed stars, as well as of 

the planets, then visible in the firmament, and his manner 

of steering and reckoning time by the means of them. His 

correct observations on the stars, perfectly astonished me: 

he appeared to be much better acquainted with the motiom 

of the heavenly bodies than I was, who had made it my study 

for a great many xears, and navigated to many parts of the 

globe by their assistance. To convince me that he knew the 

cardinal points, he laid two small sticks across at right 

angles, one pointing directly towards the polar star-he 

next placed tw~pthers across, .dividing the ~ircle into eighths, 
\ . 

and then in like manner into sixteenths, so that I was satisfi ed 

he knew the requisite divisions of the compass: and on the 

neXt .. day I requested him to give me a nan-ative of his 

yy2 
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journeyings on, and across the Desert, with which he very 

readily complied, and related as follows;-while I sat in my 

room with, pen, ink, and paper, and noted it down, having 

the Moor Bel Mooden to interpret and explain to me in 

Spanish such parts of the narrative ~ as I did not perfectly 

comprehend i,n Arabic. I g~ve it to the reader as nearly as 

possible in .the words of the narrator, and do not hold 

myself responsible £or Sidi Han~et's correctness, or his vera­

city, though for my own part I have no doubt but he meant 

to, and did telL the truth as near as his recollection served 

him, and as he had a retentive memory, and the incidents 

related were calculated to impress themselves strongly on 

his intelligent mind, I have no donbt but his whole narrative 

is substantially true. 

SECTION 1. 

Sidi Hamet's Narrative of a Journey !Tom Widnoon aCl'OSS the 

Great Desert to Tombuctoo, and baclc (tgain to Widnoon. 

" THE first time I set out to cross the Great Desert, was 

several years ago, (about nine or ten,) being in the vicinity of 

Widnoon, where I had the year before been married to the 

daughter of Sheick Ali, (a beautiful woman, who is now my 

wife, and has two fine boys and one , girl.) I, with my 

brother Seid, joined the caravan at Widiloon, by the advice 
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of Sheick Ali: we had four camels loaded with haicks and 

some other goods. The whole caravan consisted of about 

three thousand camels and eight hundred men, with goods 

of almost every kind that are sold in Morocco. The men 

were aU armed with good muskets and scimitars, and the 

whole under the command of Sheick ben Soleyman ofvValde­

leim, (W oled Deleim on the map,) with four good guides. 

vVe set out from ,.yidnoon, in Suse, which is a great place 

of trade, late in, the fall of the year, and travelled six days 

to the west, when we came to the last mountain-there we 

stopped ten days, and let our camels feed on the bushes, 

while half the men were employed in getting wood from the 

mountain, and burning it into charcoal, which we put into 

bags, as it was light, and laid it on the camels over the other 

goods; then setting off for the Deselt, we mounted up to its 

level, which is a great deal higher than the country near it 

to the north, and travelled four days on the hard level; we 

then passed amongst the high sand hills, which you saw 

when we were coming up, in order that we might keep 

along by the great s~a, so as to be sure of finding water: we 

travelled through and among these great mountains of sand, 

which were then very bad to pass, because the wind blew so 

hard, we could scarcely keep together, being alwost covered 

up by the flying sand: it took us six days to get through 

them; after which the ground was smooth, and almost as 

hard as the floor of a house, for ten days more, when we 
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came to a watering-place, called Biblah; there we watered 

our camels, for they were very thi rsty, and eight of them 

had died and served us for food . We stopped at that great 

well seven days, and afterwards kept on our journey to the 

S. \V. twenty days, to another well , callen Kibir Jibl, but 

there was no water in it, and we were obliged to go six 

days' journey to the sea-coast, where there was a ,,(ell close 

to the sea, whose water was very black and salt : here we 

were forced to unload the camcls, and get them down the 

ba,nk to 'the water, but after drinking, they yielded us some 

mi lk, which had been almost dried up before :-we found, 

however, Ho ~hing for thom to feed on, and had been obliged 

to give them of the coals to eat OIice a day for many days: 

this kept them alive, but it made their milk almost as black 

as thc coals themselves, yet it was good, and we were glad 

to get it. It took up six days to watll!r the whole of them, 

when we set 01:lt again , and travelled nea.r the sea, where we 

found weNs about every ten days, like the one we had 

already visited, but very few grcen leaves on the little 

blqshes, in the few smal l' valleys we saw, for no rain had 

fallen for a great while on that part of the D esert. 

"After a journey of four moons, we came to the south 

part of the D esert, and went down into the country of 

Soudain, where we found a little stream of good running 

water, and some bushes, and some grass, and a very large 

tribe of Bessebes .ilmbs, (Libdessebas on the map ,) who had 
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plenty of barley and maize or Indian corn, of which we 

bought some, and ma.de bread, and stopped here one moon. 

-We lost on the Desert more than three hundred camels, 

which died of fatigue, and the want of water and food, but 

not one man. All the tribes of Arabs we came near, took 

their stuff on their camels, and rode away as fa~t as they 

could, so as not to be robbed, and we did not find any 

party strong enough to attack us, although we saw a great 

many tribes, but they were very poor, on the Zahal'ah, or 

Great Desert." I then asked him how the face of the 

Desert looked in general, as he passed over it, taking the 

whole together, or if there was any material difference in 

different parts of it, near the sea-coast? to which he an­

swered :~ 

" The whole extent of the D esert near the sea-coast is like 

that we came over in bringing you up here, except in one 

place, where we travelled for nearly one moon, without 

meeting with so much as one valley with green bilshes in it 

for the camels to feed on : the whole is a trackless waste. 

Close by the sea we were obliged to pass mountains of sand 

that was blown up from the shore before the wind, but the 

guides always went before us, to show which way the caravan 

must go, and to find a place to stop in. Our camels had 

eaten up all the coals we had laid upon them before we got 

off the Desert, and two of them had died, so that my brother 

and I had only two remaining, but Wt; kept all our goods. 
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AftBr we had rested one moon, and got our camels recruited, 

we set off to the east on the border of the Desert, close by 

the low country, with mountains in sight to the south, most 

of the way, and in two moons more we came near Tom­

buctoo; where we stopped in a deep valley with the caravan, 

and went every day close to the strong walls of the city with 

our goods, (but without our guns,) to trade them off with the 

negroes, who had gum, and gold rings, and gold powder, 

and great teeth, such as are sold in Swearah, (i. e. elephants' 

,teeth,) and slaves, and fine turbal1s: they had plenty of 

cows, and asses, and a few sheep, and barley, corn, and 

rice; but the little river. thfbt runs close to the wall on the 

west, was . quite dry, and all the people in the city were 

obliged to fetch water for themselves to drink, with asses, 

from the great river south of the city, (about one hour's ride 

on a camel,) and .we were f0rced to go there to water our 

camels, and get our drink. 

" After staying near Tom,buctoo one moon and a half, 

the season being far advanced, we set out again for Wid­

noon. I had not been in the city all the time we stopped 

here, because I was chosen captain of two hundred men 

that kept guard all the time about the caravan, to keep off 

the thievish Arabs and the bl¥lds of negroes that were 

hovering around us to carry off our camels, if any of them 

strayed away; btlt we lost only twenty during our whole 

stay at Tombuctoo, and the Sheick gave me for my trouble 
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a fine young negro girl slave, which I carried horne with me, 

and she now lives with my wife. vVe set out for home 

D'om Tombuctoo in the month of Rhamadan, after the feast, 

and went back by the same route we had corne-that is to 

say, we went first to the west, one moon, along the border of 

the Desert. We durst not take any thing without paying 

for it, because we were afraid of the iBhabitants, who were 

a mixture of Arabs and negroes, and all of them Moham­

medans, but very bad men: they had also many white men 

slaves. I saw sixteen or eighteen myself, and a great many 

blacks. These true believers have very fine horses, and they 

go south to the country of the ri vers, and there they attack 

and take towns, and bring away all the .negroes for slaves, if 

they will not believe in the prophet of God; and carry oft' 

all their cattle, rice, and corn, and burn their houses ; but if 

tlley will adopt. ilie true faith, they are then . exempt from 

slavery, and their hop.ses are spared, upon their surrendering 

up one-half of their cattle, ana half of their. rice and corn; 

because, they say, God has delivered their· enemies into 

their ·hands. The negroes live in small towns, fenced in 

with reeds or bushes, and sometimes with .:Stones, but the 

Axabs live only in tents, and can move off in a minute on 

their horses, whilst their wives and children ride on camels 

and asses. Before we struck off N. 1(V. on the Desert for 

the sea-coast, we stopped in ~he hill country, and fatted our . 

camel§, and burned wood to make charcQal to carry ",ith. 

zz 
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us: we were encamped on the bank of a little liver, one 

day's journey from a large town of negroes, named Jath1'Qw. 

I did not g9 to it, but the Sheick did, and bought 'SQlue 

C0.rn and barley, and forty oxen for 0ttr provislofls. 

" After we, had prepared our coals, .and laid in pur provi­

sions, we went up on to the level Desert, and -set off to the 

N. W. and in three moons and a half more we reached 

Widl100n again, having been gone almost a year and a half. 

We had lost about five hundred camels, that either died, or 

were killed to give us meat, and while we stayed at Tom­

buct.oo, and were coming home, thirty~four of our men had 

died, and we lost eighty slaves." I asked him what were 

the goods they earried down at thatti'm.e? he answered:~ 

, \,"JiV e had aoout one hundred camels loadred with iron 

and knives, and two hund~ed with salt; all the others carried 

haicks, and blue and white 'clo:t;h, and amber, and . tobacco, 

8jnd .silk hand.kerchiefs, alld chilly weed, and spices, an~d a 

great mllilily other articles. Seid and myself had. lost two of 

Q\!f camels, hut had got two negro slaves, and some gold 

dlist, worth six camels, and ornaments for our wiwes: but 

Sheick Ali was ne>t satisfied, because I did lilOt give him tlVO ' 

slaye..s; ·so that he made war against me, alillll battelled dOWN 

my town which I built, (it w.as but a smaU' one,J amd took 

away alllhad, together. with my wife, because he said I was 

a' bad man, and he was stronger than we: ·f -myself, how­

ever, escaped, alnd after Ol'le yewF I asked him for my. wife 
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again, and he gave her to me ,with all he had taken, for he 

loved his daughter: but I had no house, so I removed into 

the Sultan's dominions, near the city of Morocco, close by 

the Atlas mountains, and lived there with my father and 

brothers twQ years, without going forth to trade," 

SECTION II. 

Sidi Hamet sets· out on another' journey fot· Tombuctoo-th~ 

car'avan is mostly destroyed for want of wate1', by drifting 

sand, and by mutiny, /fc.-the few that escape, get to the 

south of the Desert. 

" About that time one of our party, when we first went 

to Tombuctoo, named Bel ]JIloese, came to see me-he was 

going to join the caravan at Widnoon again, and persuaded 

Seid and me to go with him; so we bought eight camels be­

tween us, and sold off our cattle and she€p, and bought 

goods and powder, ·and went with him to Widnoon, and 

joined the caravan, Sheick Ali came to 'meet me like a 
friend,' and gave me two camels laden with barley, and 

wished me a safe journey. The Bheick who was chosen by 

all the people to command the , caravan, was named Sidi 

Ishrel; he was the friend of Sidi Ishem, who owned almost 

one-half of the whole caravan, and we set out from Widnoon~ 

with about four thousand camels, and more than one thou-

z z .2 
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sand 'men, all well armed: We laid in an abundant store of 

barley, and had a great many milch catnels, and it was de­

termined to go south across the Desert, nearly on a strajght 

course for Tombuctoo, by the way the great caravans 

generally travelled; though there had been several of them_ 

destroyed on that route, that is to say, one within every 

ten or twelve years. We went to the south, around the bot­

tom of the great Atlas mountains, six days' journey; then 

we stopped close by it, and cut wood and burned coals for 

the camels, ,for the caravans never attempt to cross the Desert 

without tllis article: four Iltmdred caB1els out 'Of the number 

were loaded with provisions and -ivater for the journey, and 

after having rested ten days, and given the camels plenty of 

drink, we went up on the Desert, and steered off to the 

south-easterly. vVe travelled along, and lUet with no sand 

for fifteen days; it was all a smooth surface, baked togeth~r 

,~o hurd, that a loaded camel could not mal(e a track on jt 

~o be seen: we saw no tracks to guide us, and kept Ol)r 

course by the stars, and sun, and moon. 'Ve found only one 

spot in all that time where our camels could satisfy their 

appetites by eating the shrubs ill a shaJlow valley, but the 

great well in it was filled up with stones and sand, so we 

could procure no water tllere; at tlle end of fifteen days, 

however, we came to a very fine deep valley, \Vitll ~,~enty 
.wells in it; but we found water in only six oftl~em, because 

the Desert was very ' clry: here we watered all our camel-s, 
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and replenished our bottles or skins, and having reste,d seven 

days, we depalted for the south-eastward, our camels being 

well filled with lea,'es and thorn bushes. 

" ""\Ve travelled along three days on the hard sand, and 

then arrived among innumerable drifts of fine loose saNd; not 

such coarse sand as you saw near the sea; it was as fine as 

the dust on a path, or in a house, and t.he camel's feet sank 

in it every step up to their knees; after travelling amongst 

this sand (which in the day-time was almost as hot as coals 

of fire) six days, there began to blow a fierce wind from the 

south-east, called the wind of the Deselt, bringing death and 

destruction with it; we cOlild not advance .nor retreat, so 

we took the loading from off our camels, and piled jt . in 

one great heap, and made the camels lie down. The dust 

flew so thick that we could not see each other .nor our 

camels, and were scarcely able to breathe-so we laid do.wn 

with our faces in the dust, and cried 'aloud with onc .volce 

to Goc1- ' Great and merciful God, spare. our lives!' but the 

1\'ind blew dreadfully for the space of two days, and we ;were 

obliged to move ourselves whenever the . sand got.so heavy 

on us that it shut out all the ·air, and prevented ' us from 

breathing; but at length it pleased the Most High to hear 

our supplications: the wind ceased to blow; all was still 

again, and we crawled out of the sand that had buried us 

for so long a time, but not all, for when the company was 

numbered, three hundred were missing-----.,all that were left· 
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hayjng joined in thanks to God for his mercy in sparing 

our lives,-we then proceeded to dig out the camels 'from 

the sand that had buried their bodies, which, together with 

the reloading of them, to?k us two days, About two hun­

dred of them were dead-there was no green thing to be 

seen, and we-were obliged to give the camels a little water 

from the skins, to ,Wash th({ir parched throats with, and some 

charcoal to eat; then we kept on twenty-four days as fast as 

we could through the dry, deep, and hot sand, without 

finding any green bushes worth noticing for our camels to 

eat, when we came to a famous valley and watering-place, 

called Haher.ah. All Dur camels were almost expiring, and 

could n0t carry the whole of their loads; so we tllrew away 

a great deal of the salt .before we got to Haherah, where we 

intended to stop twenty days to recruit our beasts, but who 

can conceive our disappointment and distress, when we 

found there was no water in any of the wells of this great 

valley! not one drop of rain had falleR there for the , last 

year. The caravan, that amounted to upwards of one thou­

sand men and four thousand camels when we set out, was 

already reduced to about six hundred men, and thirty-five 

hundred camels. The authority of Sheiclc Ishrel could now 

scarcely r.estrain thos.e almost desperate men; everyone was 

eager to save his own life and property, · and separately 

sought the means of relief by running about the valley in a 

desultory manner, looking for water; this disorder continueq 
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for two days, when being convinced that nothing could be 

done withoutuniol1, they became obedient, and joined to-­

gethel' in great numbers in digging out the different wells. 

After digging five days without the smallest sign of water, all 

subordination was entirely at an end. The Sheick, who was 

a wise and prudent man, advised and insisted that all the 

camels should be killed but three hundred, so that the little 

water found in them, together with their blood, might keep 

the rest alive, as well as all the men, until, by the aid of Pro­

vidence, they should reach some place ';'here they could find 

water; but the company would not hearken to this advice, 

though the best that could possibly be given; no one being 

willing to have his own property sacrificed. Sheick Ishrel, 

however, directed thirty of the oldest and most judicious 

men to pick out the three hundred camels that ,,,ere to be 

spared-, who accordingly selected -the mQst vigorous; but 

when they began to kill the others, a most furious quarrel 

and horrible battle commenced. The Sheick, though a man 

of God, was killed in a moment~two or three hundred more 

were butchered by, each other in the course of that dreadful 

day; and the blood of the slain Was drunk to allay the thirst 

of (hose who shed it. Seid was badly wounded with a dag­

ger in his arm-about five hundred camels were killed this 

day, and the others drank the water from their bodies, and 

also their blood. 

" Fearing there would be no end to this bloody conflict 
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until all had perished, and as I had been a captain III the· 

Gther caravan, and knew how to steer a· COUFse on the Desert; ' 

and ,as both Seid and myself were very strong men, we 

killed four .out of .six of ~)Ur Own camels that remained, in 

the first part of the night, and gav.e their water and blood 

to ~he other two: we saved a small package of goods, and 

some barley, and some .meat, and persuaded thirty of our 

friends privately to do as .we had done, and join us, for we 

meant to set off that night. This was agreed on, for to stay 

there was certain death, and to go back was .no less so. VVe 

were .all ready about midnight, and without .. making :ny 

noise, we moved off with ol!lr company of thirty.men and 

thil,ty-two camels. The night· was .very cloudy and dark, 

and it thulldered. at a .distance, as if the Almigbty. WaS angry 

with' us for fighting together; but there was ·no rain. We 

went ,towards the south-west, in the hope of reaching Tishlah, 

in other watering-place, ,before our camels died: the Desert 

was dry and hard, aFld . a~ · we went along, .we found only 

n'Ow al'ld .the]J. a little hollow, with a few prickly shrubs in it: 

these . the . camels devoured as we passed among them; bhlt 

many died; so that on the twelfth day we had only . eighteen 

camels left ,; when the Great God saved our lives. by sending 

a tempest of rain, but he thundered so as to make the whole 

earth .tremble, because of. our sins, and. we all fell upon ,our 

faces and implored his forgiveness: the rain that fell upon 

the. ground ,gave plenty of water to our camels, aI!d we filled 
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thirty skins with it; when we steered to the south towards 

the borders of the Desert. Nine of our company had died, 

and many of our camels, before we went down from the­

Desert to the cultivated land, and we then made to the south 

towards a little river of fresh water, to which some Arabs 

whom we met with, directed us, after they had first given 

us some rice and some milk, for all our milch camels had 

died on the desert. 

SECTION III. 

Sidi Hamet's journeyings. His arrival on the banks of tlte 

river, called by the natives Gozen-Zair, and at Tombuctoo­

description of that city-its commerce, wealth, and inhabi~ 

tants. 

" Those of us who had escaped with our lives from the 

Desert, only twenty-one in number, with twelve camels, out 

of a caravan of one tllOusand men and four thousand camels, 

stopped near a small town, called Wabilt, on the bank of a 

river about half as broad as from the city of Mogadore to 

tlle island, that is to say, fifty yards. vVe had no provi­

sions, but the negroes seeing us in distress, came out and 

gave us some meat, and bI'G~ad made from barley-com:­

here we remained ten days to recruit ourselves and our 

camels, which were just alive. The river on whose bank we 

SA 
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rewained, was called by those who spoke in Arabic, el Wor! 

Ten-y, and by the negroes, Gozen-zai1·. A very high ridge 

of moul1tains, great like Atlas seen from Suse, (but not 

capped with snow,) lie to the south-westward, and at 'a 

dista.nce. After , resting ourselves and our camels for ten 

days, we set forward £01' 'Fombuct00. We travelled for 

four days t'O the eastward through Soudan, a hilly country, 

but of a very rich soil, and much of it cl'lltivated with the 

hoe."-I then asked him what he meant by Soudan? and he 

said, " Tlte whole country south of the Great D eselt from 

the Great Ocean, a great way east, and including the dis­

trict of Tombuctoo, is called by the Arabs and Moors, Sou-. . 
dan; of which Tombuctoo is the capital. I-laving watered 

our camels again, and finding the hill country tedious to get 

through, by reason of the trees, we bought some barley-c~rn, 

and killed two cows, and went northward to the border of 

the Desert, and travelled on to the eastward for eight days, 

when we fell in with the ' great path used by the caravans, 

and in two days more came nea,r to the walls ofTombuctoo. 

We had seen a great many negroes near the river: they live 

in small towns, fenced in wi,th large reeds, to keep off 

enemies and the wild beasts in the night; they dwell in small 

round huts made with cane standing upright, are covered 

with the swme materials, a,nd daubed with mud, to fill up 

,the openings betweeB them. The negroes were afraid of us 

when we came near , their little towns, and those who we.l'e 

outside ran in and blocked up the passage in a minute; but 
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finding we did not come to rob them, as the large companies 

of Arabs often dOl but that we were poor aNd hungry, they 

were willing to exchange barley-corn and meat for some of 

our goods. Nearly all the few things we had were expended 

to keep us alive until we came near Tombnctoo. The king 

and the people of that city had been looking put for the 

caravan from Widnoon for two moons, but not 011e soul had 

arrived before us, and we were permitted to go into the city 

after delivering up our guns, powder, and lead, to the king's 

officers to keep until we should ,vish to depart. Tombuctoo 

is a very large city, five times as great as Swearah: it is 

built on a level plain, surrounded on all sides by hills, 

except on the south, where the plain continues to the bank 

of the same river we had been to before, which is wide. and 

deep, and nms to the east; for we were obliged to go to it 

to water our camels, and here we saw many boats made of 

great trees, some with negroes in them paddling across the 

nver. The city is strongly walled in with stone laid in clay, 

like the towns and houses in Suse, only a great deal thicker: 

the house of the king is very large and high, like the large..,t 

house in Mogadore, but built of the same materials as the 

walls: there are a great many more houses in that city built 

of stone, with shops on one side, where they se].l salt and 

knives, and blue cloth, and haicks, and an ahttndance of 

other things, with many gold (!)J1Ilaments. The ililJllabitants 

are blacks. and the chief is a yery large ,and grey-headed 

3A2 
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old black man, who is called Shegar, which means su1tan~ 

or king. The principal part of the houses are made with 

large reeds, as thick as a man's arm, and stand upon 

their ends, and are covered with small reeds first, and 

then with the leaves of the date trees: they are round; 

and the tops--come to a point like a heap of stones.­

Neither the Shegar nor his people are Moslemins, but 

there is a town divided off from the principal one, in one 

corner, by a strong partition wall, and one gate to it, which 

leads from the main town, like the Jews' town, or Millah in 

Mogadore: all the Moors or Arabs who have liberty to 

come into Tombuctoo are obliged to sleep in that part of 

it every night, or go out of the city entirely, ?-nd no stranger 

is allowed to enter that Millah without leaving his knife with 

the gate-keeper; but whcn he comes out in the morning it 

is restored to him. The people who live in that part are all 

Moslemins. The negroes, bad Arabs, and Moors, are all 

mixed together, and marry with each other, as if they -were 

all of one colour: they have no property of consequence; 

-except a few asses: their gate is shut and ·fastened every 

- night at dark, and very strongly guarded both in the night 

and in the day-time. The Shegar or king is always. guarded 

by one hundred men on mules, armed with good guns, and 

one hundred men on foot, with guns and long knives. He 

would not go into the Millah, and we only saw him four or 

five times in the two moons we stayed at Tombuctoo; wait-
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ing for the caravan: but it had perished on the Desert­

neither did the yearly caravan from Tunis and Tripoli arrive, 

for it had also been destroyed. The city of Tombuctoo is 

very rich as well as very large; it has fO)1r gates to it; all of 

them are opened in the day-time, but very strongly guarded 

and shut at night. The negro women are very fat and 

handsome, and wear large round gold rings in their noses, 

and flat ones in their ears, and gold chains and amber beads 

about their necks, with images and white fish-bones, bent 

round, and the ends fastened together, hanging down be­

tween their breasts: they have bracelets on their wrists and 

on their aneles, and go barefoot. I had bought a small 

snuff-box filled with snuff in }V[orocco, and showed to the 

women in the principal street of Tombuctoo, which is very 

wide: there were a great many about me in a few mil1utes, 

and they insisted on buying my snuff and box ;-one made 

me one offer, and another made me another, unti.l one, who 

wore richer ornaments than the rest, told me, in broken 

Arabic, that she would take off all she had about her and 

give them to me for the box and its contents. I agreed to 

accept them, and she pulled off her nose-rings and ear-rings, 

all her neck chajns, with their ornaments, and the bracelets 

from her wrists and aneles, and gave them to me in exchange 

for it: these ornaments would weigh more than a pound, 

and were made of solid gold at Tombuctoo, and I kept 

them through my whole journey afterwards, and carried 
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them to my wife, who now wears a part of them. Tom­

buctoo carries on a great trade with all the caravans that 

come from Moroc~o and the shores of the Mediterranean 

sea. From Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, &c. are brought all 

kinds of cloths, iron; salt, muskets, powder, and lead, 

swords or ,scimitars, tobacco, opium, spice~, and perfumes, 

amber beads and other trinkets, with a few other articles; 

they carry back in return elephants' teeth, gold dust, and 

wrought gold, gum senegal, ostrich feathers" very Curi011Sly 

worked turbans, and slaves; a great man;: of the latter, and 

many other articles of less importance: the slaves are 

brought in from the south west, all strongly ironed, and are 

sold very cheap; so that a good stout man may' be bought 

for a haick, which costs in the empire of Morocco about 

two dollars. The caravans stop and encamp about two 

miles from the city in a deep valley, and the negroes do not 

molest them: they bring their merchandise near the walls 

of the city, where the inhabitants purchase all their goods 

in exchange for th€ above_mentioned articles; not more 

than fifty men from anyone caravan being allowed to enter 

the city at a time, and they must go out before others are 

permitted lio eater. This city also carries on a great trade 

with Wassanah, (a city far to the south-east,) in all th~ 

articles that are brought to it by car:avans, and get return~ 

in slaves, elephants' teeth, gold, &c. The principal male 

inhabitants are clothed with blue cloth shirts, th'<tt reach 
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from their shoulders down to their knees, and are very wide, 

and girt about their loins with a red and brown cotton sash 

or girdle: they also hang about their bodies pieces of dif­

ferent coloured cloth and silk handkerchiefs: the king is 

dressed in a white robe of a similar fashion, but covered 

with white and yellow gold and silver plates, that glitter in 

the sun ;-he also has many other shining ornaments of 

shells and stones hanging about him, and wears a pair of 

breeches like the Moors and Barbary J ews, and has a kind 

of white turban on his head, pointing up, and strung with 

different kinds of ornaments; hi s feet are covered with red 

:Morocco shoes: he has no other weapon about him than a 

large white staff or sceptre, with a golden lion on the head 

of it, which he carries in his hand: his whole countenance 

is "mild, and he seems to govern his subjects more like a 

father than a king. The whole of his officers an~ guards 

wear breeches that are generally died red, but sometimes 

they are white or blue: all but the king go bareheaded. 

The poor people hav€. only a single piece of blue or other 

cloth about them, and the slaves a breech cloth. The inha­

bitants in Tombuctoo are very numerous; I think six times 

as many as in Swearah, besides the Arabs <lind other Mosle­

min or Mohammedans, in their Millah, or separate town; 

which must contain nearly as many people as there are 

altoget~er in Swearah." 

[Note by the Authol'.-SW EARAH or Mogadore contains 
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about thirty-six thousand souls; that is, thirty thou­

sand Moors and six thousand Jews: this may be a 

,high estimation for Tombuctoo; making it two 

hundred and sixteen thousand inhabitants; yet con., 

sidering the commercial importance of the place, 

and the fertility of the country ar0und it, there can 

be no doubt but it contains a vast number of inha­

bitants; and I must also observe, that if it was a 

small town, and contained the riches attributed to it, 

they would require a very strong force to prevent the 

Arabs from the Desert, together with the caravans, 

from taking it by surprize or by storm.] 

" The women are clothed in a light shirt or under-dress, 

and over it a green, red, or blue covering, from their breasts 

to below their knees-the whole girt about their waists with 

a red girdle; they stain their cheeks and foreheads red or 

yellow on some occasions, and the married women wear a 

kind of hood on their heads, made of blue cloth, or ,silk, 

, and cotton handkerchiefs of different kinds and colours, and 

go barefoot. The king and people of Tombuctoo do not 

fear and worship God, like the Moslemins, but like the 

people of Soudan, they only pray one time in twenty-four 

hours, when they see the moon, and when she is not seen 

they do not pray at all: they cannot read or write, but are 

honest, and they circumcise their children like the Arabs: 

they have no mosques, but dance every night, as the Moors ' 
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and Arabs pray. The Shegar or king had collected ~bout 

one thousand slaves, some gums, elephants' teeth, gold dust, 

&c. to be ready for the yearly caravans; but as three moons 

had passed away since the time they ought to have arrived, 

he gave them up for lost, and concluded to send a caravan 

with part of his goods that came across the Desert; viz. 

some salt, iron, cloths, &c. to a large city at a great distance 

from Tombuctoo: and having formed a body of about three 

thousand men, well armed with muskets, long knives, and 

spears, and three thousand asses, and about two hundred 

camels, which were all loaded with heavy goods, such as 

iron, salt, tobacco, &c., he hired my brother Seid and 

myself (with ten more of our companions) to carry loads on 

our two camels to Wassanah, for which he was to give us, 

when we came back, two hl;Licks each and some gold. As 

we were completely in his power, we did not dare to refuse 

to go, and he put us under the care of his brother, whose 

name was Shelbaa, who had command of the whole caravan. 

It was in the month of Shual ( -- ) when We departed 

from Tombuctoo for a place ,we had never bef~re heard of. 

We had in company about two hundred Moslemins, but the 

master of the caravan would not permit us, lVloslemins, to 

keep our guns, for fear we should tUTn against him, if he was 

obliged to fight." 

3 B 
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SECTION IV. 

Sidi Idanyet, sefls o'li't fo'll Wassamah-his arriv(l,l ther.€" and 

descl'iption of that city, the c01JJTbtry, and its inhabitants-of 

the gl!eat l'ivfr whioh runs mar it, and of his ,'€turn to 

Tombuctoo-oontaining also the autholl' s geogmphical opinions, 

founded on this narrdtive, on the sources ,of the ,'wer Niger 

~its length, ceUI'se, and outlet, il~tO the Atlantic oceam. 

" All being prepared, we went from Tombuctoo, about 

two hours' ride, towards the south, to the baRk of tlle river, 

which is cal,led at 1J~at plaee Zol:ibi,b, and ,,,as wider than 

from Mogadore to the island; (i. e. about five hundred 

yards;) here was a miserable village, built with canes, and 

mudded over: it had about two hundred s1113)11 houses- in it, 

but· no walls: we theR set off near -the side of the river, and 

travelled on in a plain even country for six days, every day 

within sight of the river, which was on our right hand, and 

running the same way we travelled, aRd our course was a 

little to t.he south of east; when we catne to a small town, 

ealled Bimbinah, walled iN wirth canes and tJ:J.onl-busfues, 

and stopped' two days near it, to get provisiollS aI),d rest our 

beasts: here the river turned more to the south-eastwaFd~ 

because there was a very high mountain in sight to the east­

ward: we then went from the river side, and pursued our 
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journey more southwardly, through a hilly and woody 

country, for fifteen days, when we came to the same river 

again. Every night we were obliged to make up large fires 

all around the caravan to keep off the wild beasts, such as 

lions, tigers, and others, which made a dreadfUl howling. 

Here was a small town of black people belonging to another 

nation, who were enemies to the King of Tombuctoo, but 

were friendly to the King of Wassanah; and not being 

strong, they did not molest us but famished us with what 

com ,,,e wanted, and twenty oxen. 'iV e saw a large number 

of amled black men, nearly naked, on the other side of the 

river, who seemed to be hostile, but they could n0t get 

across to attack us: we also saw two very large towns, but 

walled in like the others we had passed: we stopped here, 

and rested our camels and asses five days, and then went 

onward again in about a S. E. direction, winding, as the 

river ran, for three days; and then had to climb over a very 

high ridge of mountains, which took up six days, aRd when 

we were on the top of them, we could see-a large chain of 

high ,mountains to the westward: those we passed were 

thickly covered with very large trees, and it was extremely 

difficult to get up and down them; but we could not go any 

other way, for the river ran against the steep side of the 

mountain; so having gotten over them, we came to the 

river's .bank again, where it was very narrow and full of 

rocks, that clashed the water dreadfully: then finding ' a 

SB2 
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good path, we kept on to the S. E. winding . a little every 

day, sometimes more to the east,. th~n to the south again: 

we kept travelling this way for twelve days after leaving the 

mountains, during which time we had seen the river nearly 

every day ' on our right band, and had passed a -great many 

. small streams that empty into it: it was now very wide,. and 

looked deep-here we saw maNY trees dug out hollow, like 

the boats at Tombuctoo, and they ·were used to carry 

negroes ' across the river, and were pushed along with flat 

pieces of wood: we also saw the high mountains on the west 

side of ·the great river, very plainly. Having rested seven 

d~ys~ at the ferrying-place, we thyn travelled on for fifteen 

days, most of the ti~ne in sight of the river. . When we carne 

close to the walls of the city of Wassanah, the k~ng came out 

with a great army, consisting of all his soldiers, to meet us, 

but finding we had only cori1e to trade by the orders' of, 

and with the 'goods of, his friend Sheg01' of Tombuctoo, he 

invited the chief, and -the ' whole of the caravan, to abide 

\vithin a square ,inclosure, Near the w;llls of the city: h~re 

we remained -two moons, exchanging Olir goods for slaves, 

gold, elephants' teeth, &c. 

". The city of Wassanah is bujlt nea. the bank of the 

river, ~vhich runs past it nearly south, between high IDpun­

tains on both sides, though not very close to the river, which 

is so wide tkere that we c01!lld. ha;rdly see a man across it on 

the other side: the 'people of Tombuctoo 'ca:ll -it Zolibib, 
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and those of Wassanah call it Zadi. The walls of the city 

are very large, and made of great stones, laid up like the 

stone fences in the province of Hah Hah, in Morocco, but 

without any clay or mud amongst them: they are very. 

thick and strong, and much higher than the walls of Tom­

buctoo. I was permitted to wa.lk round them in company 

with six negroes, and it took me one whole day: the walls 

are built square, and have one large gate on each side. '1'he 

cOlmtryall around the city is dug up, and has barley, corn, 

and other vegetables planted on it; and close by tl1e side of 

the river, all the land is cpvered with rice, and there are a 

great many oxen, and cows, and asses, belongipg, to tljl~ 

city, but no camels, nor horses, mules, sheep, ljlor : gqa~~ 

but all about and in the city, speckled fowls abound" atrel 

there are plenty of eggs. The people of the caravan were 

'allowed to enter the city, but only twenty at a tiI};le, and 

they were all obliged to go out again before night. [> 

" We had been there more than a moon, wh~n iF .came to 

my turn to go in. I found almost the whole of the_gl;ounq 

inside of the walls was covered · with huts made of stones 

_ piled up without clay, and some reecls, laid across tJ1e tops, 

covered over with the large leaves of the date or palm, tree, 

or of another. tree which looks very much like a date tree, 

and bears a fruit as large as my head, which has a white 

JUIce in it sweeter than milk; the inside is harel, and yery 

good to eat: the trees that bear this big fruit c gr0't jn 
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Wilhlilrn them to the true belief, or drive thetn away froni 

tRig goo<!lly land. 

" The ,'priricipal inhabi,tants of Wassanah are dressed in 

shins' of white ot blue doth, with short trowsers, and some 

with a~loJiJg- f(!l]jje- over the 'tvhole, tied about with a girdle of 

different colours ~ the free females are g(merally very fat, 

and dress in blue or white coverings tied abotlt .their waists 

with , girdles ; of all colours: they wear a great many orna­

ments .of! gold, and beads, and shells, hanging. tID their ears' 

and noses, . necks, arms, an0les, and all over their hair; bmt 

tke: p00ter sort are only covered about their l~ins by a 

. dotI\. which .grows on the tree that bears the big fruit I have 

toM you abollt before." This fruit, J imagine, must be the 

cocoa~nut, and I have often in the West Iildies, an,d else­

wheni,' observed the outer bark of this singular palm-tree: it 

is,wo;ven b:y nature like cloth, each th~:ead being placed ex­

actly over and under the others. It 'appears like regular 

wove ' coarse bagging, and is quite strong: it loosens and 

dFOpS from the trunk of the tree of its own accord, as the 

tree increases in size and age. I had long before considered 

that this most singular bark must have suggested to man the 

first icl:ea of cloth, and taught' him how to spin, and place 

the threads so as to form it of other materials that have since 

been used for that pu'rpose, and this first hint from nature 

kas been improved into our present methods of spinning 

and weaving. 
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" The male slaves go entirely naked, but the women arc 

allowed a piece of this cloth to cover their nakedness with: 

they are very numerous, and many of them kept chained: 

they are obliged to work the earth round about the city. 

The inhabitants catch -a great many fish: they have boats 

made of great trees, cut off and hollowed out, that will hold 

ten, fifteen, or twenty negroes, and the brother of the king 

told one of my Moslemin companions who could understand 

him, (for I could not,) that he was going to set ,out in a few: 

days with sixty boats, and to carry five hundred slaves down 

the river, first to thg southward, and then to the westward, 

;where they should come to the great water, and sell them to 

pale people who came there in ~reat boats, and brought 

muskets, and powder, and tobacco, and blue cloth, and 

knives, &c.-he said it was a great way, and would ,take 

him three moons to get there, and he should be gone twenty 

moons before he could get back by land, btlt shQuld be very 

rich." I then asked him how many boats he supp.osed there 

were in the river at Wassanah? he said :-" A great many, 

three or four hundred, I should think; but some oLthem.are 

very small: we saw a great many of these people who had 

been down the river to see the great water, with slaves a.nd 

teeth, and came back again: they said, the pale people lived 

in great boats, and had guns as big as their bodies, that 

made a noise like thlinder, and would kill all the people in 

a hundred negro boats, if they went too near them: we ,saw 

3c 
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in the river and on the bank a great number of fish, with 

legs and large mouths, and these would run into the water 

in a minute? if any man went near them, but they told us 

they would catch children, and sometimes men, wlten in the 

boats: [these are, no doubt, crocodiles or hippopotamuses:] 

the negroes are very kind, aud ,would always give us barley, 

corn, or rice, milk or meat, if we were hungry, though we 

could not speak a language they understood. While WI') 

stopped at Wassanah, it rained almost every day. Having 

traded away all the goods we carried there, Shelbaa tOQl) 

three hundred slaves and a great many teeth, dazzling 

stones, and shells, and gold; with these we set off. again,; 

and went the same way back to Tombuc100, which took us 

three moons, and we were gone from the ti'llle we left it, tq 

the time we returned, eight moons. On my arrival at Tom­

huctoo, we were paid by the chief of the caravan according 

to promise, and a few. days . afterwards a caravan arriveq 

there from Tunis, which we joined to return by that way tq 

our own country." 

I must here beg the reader's indulgence for a moment, i'1 

order to make some remarks, and a few geographical obser~ 

vations that this part of the narrative has , suggested. This 

narr.ative I, for my own part, consider strictly trl;le alld cor: 

rect, as £311' as the memory and judgment of Sidi Hamet wer« 

ooncerne!1, whose veracity and intelligence . I ha9 befor& 

tq;ted: he had not the least inducement .held out to him for 
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giving this account, further than my own and Mr. Willshire's 

curiosity; and his description of Tombuctoo agrees in sub-

5tance with that ,given by several Moors, . (Fez merchants,) 

who carne to Mr. Willshire's house to buy goods while Sidi 

Hamet was there, and who said they had known him in 

Tombuctoo several years ago. From these considerations 

combined, and after examining the best maps extant, I con­

clude that I have strong grounds on which to found the fol­

lowing geographical opinions, viz. 

1st. That the Great Desert is much higher land on its 

southern side (as I had proved it to be on the north by l?y 

own observations) than the surrounding country, and cotl­

sequently that its whole surface is much higher than the 

land near it that is susceptible of cultivation. .2dly, That 

the river which Sidi Hamet and his companions carne to 

within fourteen days ride, and west of Tombuctoo, called by 

the Arabs el Wad Tenij, and by the negroes, Gazen-Zair, 

takes its rise in the mountains south of, and bordering on, 

the Great Desert, bculg probably the northern branch of 

that extensive ridge in which the Senegal, Gambia, and 

Niger rivers have their sources; and that this river is a 

branch of the Niger, which runs eastwardly for several 

hundred miles to Tombuctoo, near which city, many 

branches uniting in one great stream, it .takes the name of 

Zalibib, and continues to run nearly east, about two hundred 

and :fifty miles from Tombuctoo: when meeting with high 

3c.2 
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land, it is turned more south-eastwardly, and running in that; 

direction in a winding course, about five hUlildred miles, it 

has met with some obstructions, through which it has forced 

its way, and formed a considerable fall: for Sidi Hamet, 

having spent six: days in passing the mountains, came again 

near the river, which was then filled with broken rocks, and 

the water was foaming and roaring among the,rn', as he 

observed, "m0st dreadfully." This must be a fall or rapid. 

3dly, That from these falls, it runs first to the south-eastward, 

and then more to the south, till it reaches Vvassanah, about 

six hundred miles, where it is by some called Zolibib, and by 

others Zadi. . 4thl y, That as the inhabitants of Wassana.h ,say . 

they go firs.t to the southward, and tl.en to the westward, in 

boats to the great water; this I conceive must be the Atlantic 

Ocean, where they have seen pale men and great boatS, &c. 

These I should naturally conclude were El!1ropeaRs, with 

yessels ; and that It takes three mOOns to get there, (about 

eighty-five days,) at the rate 0f thirty miles a day, which 'is 

the least we can give them with so strong a cnprent; . it 

makes a distance from thence to the sea of about tw@ 

thousand five hundred miles; in computing this distance, 

ont~-third or more should be allowed for its windings, so that 

the wh~le length of the river is above four thousand miles, 

and is probably the longest and largest on the Ai1l'iGan con­

~inent. 5thly, That the waters of this river im .hei'l' passage 

towards the east have been obstructed in their course by 



CAPTIVIT~ IN THE GREAT DESEltT. 381 

high mountains in the central regions of this unexplored 

continent, and turned southwardly: that they are borne 

along to the southward, between the ridges of mountains 

that are known to .extend all along the western coast, from, 

Senegal to the gulf of Guinea, and to round with that gulf 

to the south of the equator: that they are continually 

narrowed in and straitened by that immense ridge in which 

the great river Nile is known to have its sources; and which 

mountaips lie in the equatorial region: that this central river 

receives, in its lengthened course, all the streams that water 

and fertilize the whole country, between the two before­

mentioned ridges of mountains: the waters thus accumulated 

and pent up, at length broke over their westem and most 

feeble barrier, tore it down to its base, and thence found and 

forced their way to the Atlantic Ocean, forming what is 

now known as the river Congo. In corroboration of this 

opinion, some men of my acquaintance, who have visited 

the Congo, and traded all along the coast between it and the 

Senegal, affirm, that the Congo discharges more water into 

the Atlantic, taking the whole year together, than an the 

streams to the northward of it, between its mouth and Cape 

qe Verd. 
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SECTION V. 

Sidi Hamet's jaumey fr·om Tombltctoo to Morocco, by the 

eastern route-his description oj the Deser·t, a,nd of the 

countr·y on both sides of it. Of a dreadful battle with 

the wandering Arabs. Sidi Hamet talces his leave, and sets 

out to join his family. 

" TIlE caravan we joined at Tombuctoo was a very large 

one, belonging to Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and Fez, four 

united together. They remained near that city two moons, 

and bought two thol!lsand slaves, besides a great deal of gold 

dust, and teeth, and turbans, and gold rings, and chains, 

and gum; but Seid and I had only our two camels, ' and 

they weFe but partly loaded with gum, for account of Ben 

Nassar, the Sheick of the Tunisian part of the caravan, for 

there were three Sheicks in. it. When every thing was ready, 

we set off from Tombuctoo, and tnltVelled east-northerly, 

twenty days through the hilly country, crossing a great many 

little streams of water that ran to the south and west towards 

the great river, it having rained very hard almost every 

night whilst we were at Tombuctoo. 

When we were going amongst the hills and trees, we saw 

a great many small towns, or cities, most of them fenced in 

with good stone walls, but some with cane and thorn bushes. 
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The land of that country is vcry good, and plenty of corn 

grows on it, and some rice and dates, and we saw some oxen, 

sheep, and asses, and a few horses. The inhabitants are 

Moors and Arabs mixed with the negroes, and almost as 

black as the latter ; . all of our own religion: they are very 

stout, fierce men, but they did not attempt to molest us, and 

sold us every thing we wanted at a cheap rate: they wear 

no clothing but a strip of cloth about their middles, and a 

ring of bone 'or ivory round the . women's ancles and wrists, 

:;md some beads in their hair ; they are peaceable people, 

and never attack the caravans unless the latter attempt to 

rob them: they are a,rmed with muskets and with long 

knives, and with bows and arrows. W hen they are forced 

to fight, they do it with the greatest fury, and never take 

prisoners or receive quarter, and only defend their rights. 

Some of the people in our caravan told us, that a few years 

ago a caravan, going from Tombuctoo to Tunis, Algiers, 

&c. in passing through this country, surprized and stole 

about four hundred of the inhabitants for slaves, and a 

great number of cattle and much corn, and went towards the 

D esert; but these people assembled a large host, and came 

up with them in the night near the edge of the Desert, and 

cut the whole of them to pieces, though they were more 

than two thousand men strong, and well armed; only about 

fifty of the people of the caravan escaped and. got back to 

Tunis to tell the news, and th~y only by riding @ the .s.wift. 
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est ca~llels without any loads, After having reli'cshed .0Ul' 

~amels for ten days in a beautiful valley, where there was ." 

good stream of water for them to drink, and filled the sacks 

~vith coals, we mounted lllp to the Desert, and steered .on th~ 

flat level away to the north. As we went al.ong we came to 

some small v.alleys, where the Arabs feed their camels .and 

J)ve .on their milk, and think themselves the most learned, 

virtuous, and religious people in the world, and the most 

pappy too, though they have neither bread, nor meat, nor 

honey,nor any clothing but a rag tied ronnd their waist, 

and live in tents, wandering about. 'We steered about 

north for eighteeJil days, when we came to the usual watering~ 

place. called Weydlalt; here was ' a great deal of water in a 

pond, but it was black and quite salt, like the water in the 

wells close by the great sea ;- it was very dead and stinking 

and tasted of sulphur ;-it is in a very deep pit and difficult 

to get at, there being only one place by which we could 

lead the camels down to the water: it is said to be very deep 

in the middle, and was never known to be dry: it was almost 

covered over by a thick green scum ;-we could see the 

tracks of wild beasts, such as tigers and lions, near the water, 

We had seen a great many of these animals in our travels to 

Wassanah, and when we were coming from Tombuctoo to 

the eastward. Our caravan consisted of about fifteen hun­

dred men, most of us well armed with double-barrelled guns 

and soimit~rs, and we had about four thousand camels. It 
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was a long journey to the next well; so we stopped here six 

days peaceably, having encamped in a valley a little distance 

west of the pond or lake. We had always made the camels 

lie down in a circle, pl~cing the goods in the centre, and 

the men between the camels and the goods; we had two 

hundred men on guard, and always ready for any emer­

gency. In the night of the sixth day, about two hours after 

midnight, we were attacked by a very large body of wan­

dering Arabs: they had got to within a few yards of us 

before they were discovered, and poured in a most destruc­

tive fire of musketry, at the same time running in like hungry 

tigers, with spears and scimitars in their hands, with dread­

ful yellings :-they threw the whole caravan into confusion 

for a moment; but we were in a tight circle, formed by the 

camels, which with the guards kept them off for a short time, 

till the whole of our men seized their arms and rallied. The 

battle now raged most furiously: it was cloudy and v(try 

dark; the blaze of the powder making only a faint light, 

whilst the cracking of musketry, the clashing of swords, the 

shouts of the combatants, and the bellowings of the wounded 

and frightened camels, together with the groans of the 

wounded and dying men, made the most dreadful and hor­

rid uproar that can be conceived ; the fight continued for 

about two hours, hand to hand and breast to breast, when 

the assailants gave way and ran off, leaving their dead and 

wounded on the field of battle. We remained with our 

3D 
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at'ms in our haRds alJ night. I was wounded with a baH in 

my thigh, and ~eid with a dagger on his breast." They 

tlien showed me their scars. "In thg mortLing we num­

bered oUT meLt, and fuund that two iiunclted and tllirty were 

killed, and about lime ntmdred wounded: three hundred of 

the car:rrels were either slain or, so badly wouno1ed, that they 

could E@t ,walk, and so we killed them. We found seven 

11l!lndred of odr en€lhies ly:iing on the ground, either deacl. or 

wounded ;-;-those that were badly wounded, we killed, to 

pllt them oUlt 'of pain, and carl'ied the others that could walk 

along with us for sfaves; of these there ,vere about onehtm­

d!Fed, As the em:emy fted, they took all their glDod camels 

with them, ,J@iE they had left ikem at .a dis1!aJnrce, so ,tihat we 

0nly FOUnd aboqt fifty p()or ones, which , w.e killed; but we 

picked \!Ip two hundred and twenty §oocl: ,double-barr.elIled 

guns from the .groUlild, Tl;J.e gum which Seid,f,lOW N8eS is one 

of them:;+-,re got alse> abOllt fowl' hUIircl.lled ,s~jplita~ or long 

klilives, We w¢m' told b¥ the pri~oners that the .company, 

who attacked llS .was llpwards of fol'lUl thousand strong, and 

lihat they had been preparing for it three moons. We were 

afraid of another attack, and went off the same day, and 

travelled all the ';n:ig}q~, ,steeTIIDlg to the N, E. (out of th,tJ 

001llr8e the .cru'avaJh~ ,:@ommonly taIm,) tW:elity-tll!l'ee days' 

jOIJll'lley, when we ,came t@ a place called the Eight Wellsy 

where we fiQUIilU pleNty .0£ go(!)d watgr. Fifty of our men 

had died, and :uwelilty-one of 't!be slaJVes. W.e remained near. 
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these good wells for eleven days; oUI: camels feed'ng on the 

blishes in the valleys near them, when we again travelled t@ 

the north-westward ten days to Twati, a good watering­

place. For the last three days we waded through deep 

sands, like those we passed amOl~g wIllIe going from Wid­

noon. 'Ve rested here two days, and th(m went down north, 

into the country of dates, and came to tl1e town of Gujelah, 

a little strong place belonging to Tunis-there we found 

plenty of fruit and good water, and meat a11d milk; we 

stopped there ten days, and then the part of the caravan 

going to Tripoli left us and went towards the . east, by the 

mountains, and the rest went Oll to the north-easterly twelve 

days to Tttggurtah, close by a mountain near the river 

Tegsal!, that is said.. to go to the sea near Tunis ;-here we 

stopped twenty-five days, and the caravan for Tunis left us. 

Tuggwrtah is a very large city, with high and thick walls, 

made tight,. and has a great many people in it, ~ll of 'tht'! 

true veligion, and a vast number of black slaves, and a few 

white ones. After stopping here twenty-five days, we set 

off to the north-westward thrOtlgh a very fine country, full 

of date and fig-trees" and cattle, and goats, camels, sheep, 

and asses i-we then travelled ten days to the high m(nm­

tains, where the caravan for Algiers parted from us, and we 

reluained with abOl!lt two hundred camels and eighty men 

going to Fez_ We then travelled over the great mountain, 

which \ve were told belongs to the same ridge we see close 

3D2 
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to Morocco and in Suse; (the Atlas;) and in two moons 

more we passed through Fez, where ".hat remained of the 

- ~aravari stopped, ~Iid we returned to our father's house and 

our faEnilies, on the side of the Atlas mountains, near the 

city of Morocco, having been gone more than two years.­

We bTol!lght back only one camel, and a sma:llload of mer­

chimdize, out of,the eight camels richly laden when we set 

out; yet we thanked God for having preserved om lives­

for the whole caravan with which we started , had perished 

on the Desert, and out of the twenty-eight men who left it 

with us, only four reached their homes, and they on foot, 

and entirely destitute 'of property. I found my wife and all 

my chiMrclil and my father's fmnily in good heaLth. , Sheick 

Ali came to see me as soon as he got the:news of my arrival, 

and after staying with me one moon, he invited me and Seid 

to go with 'him to his place, which invitation we accepted, 

and he furnished us with one camel and some haicks and 

blue cloth, and ad vised us to go up on to the Desert and trade 

them away for ostrich-feath,ers, to sell in Morocco or Swe­

arah; so being poor, we accepted his offer; bought his 

goods and his camel, and he was to have been paid when 

we came back. We set ofr for the Desert, aDd had passed 

a great many tribes of Arabs without finding any feathers 'of 

consequence, when the great God directed our steps to your 

master's tent, and I saw you. I was once as bad a man as 

Seid, but I had been in distress and in a strange land, and 
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had found friends to keep me and restore me to my family., 

and when I saw you naked and a slave, with your skin and 

flesh burnt from your bones by the sun, and heard you say 

you had a wife and children, I thought of my own former 

distresses, and God softened my heart, and I became your 

friend. I did all I could to lighten the burden of your afflic­

tions; I have endured hunger, thirst, and fatigues, and have 

fought for your sake, and have now the high pleasure of 

knowing I have done some good in the world; and may the 

great and universal Father still protect you ; you have been 

true and kind to me, and your friend has fed me with milk 

and honey; and I will always in future do what is in my 

power to redeem Christians from slavery." 

Here Sidi Hamet finished his narration. He then said he­

wished to go and see his wife and children, and that as soon 

as he had rested for a few days, he would set off ag;ain with 

a large company to seek after the rest of my men. The 

next morning I made him a small present, and Mr. Will­

shire also gave him some fine powder and many other small 

articles. After he was prepared to go, he swore by his 

right hand, he would bring up the remainder of my crew if 

they were to be found alive, and God spanid his life ;-he 

then took his leave of me by shakin~ hands, and of all my 

companions, wishing us a happy sight of our friends, and 

set off for his home. I did not part with him without feel­

ings of regret, and shedding,tears; for he had been a kihd 
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master to me, and to him lowed" under God, my life and' 

deliverance from slavery; nor could I avoid reflecting­

on the wonderful means employed by Providence to bring 

about my redemption, and that of a paJt of my late unfor­

tunate crew., 
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CHAP1'ER XXVI. 

An account of the face of the great Afi'ican Desert, 01' Za­

hahmh-of its inhabitants, thei1' customs, manne1'S, d1'ess, 

g.c.-A desc1'iption of the Ambian camel or dromeda-ry. 

IN giving an account of the Great vVestern Desert~ or Zahah­

rah, and of its inhabitants, &c. it must be remembered, that 

in journeying across, or on the D esert when a slave, I did 

not go over but a very small part, comparatively speaking, 

of that extensive region; I cannot theref01'e undertake to 

describe what did not come under my own observation. I 
can, however, state, without fear of future conttltdiction, 

the following facts, viz. that the face of this desert, from 

about the latitude of 22 degrees north, where we were forced; 

ashore in our boat, to near the latitude of 28 degrees north, 

and from the longitude of Cape Barbas, about 19 to II de­

grees west, is a smooth surface, consisting partly of solid 

Tocks, of gravel, sand, and stones mixed, and in some places 

of what is commonly called soil: this mass is baked d(Jwn 

together in most places, by the extreme heat of .the SUL1, 

uearly as hard as marble, so that no tracks of man or beast 

are discoverable; for the footstep leaves no impressiol1. 
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The whole surface is as smooth, when viewed on every side, 

as the plain of the ocean unruffled by winds or tempests, 

stretching out as far as the eye can reach; not a break that 

might serve as a landmark, or guide to the traveller; Dot a 

tree, shrub, or al)Y other object to interrupt the view within 

the horizon; the whole is in appearance a dreary waste; the 

soil is in colour of a light reddish brown-not a stream of 

water (at least for many centuries past) has refreshed this 

region, which is doomed to eternal barrenness; but as we 

went forward on this fiat, hard surface, we met from distance 

to distance with small valleys or dells, scooped out by the 

hand of nature, from five to thitty feet below the plain­

those we saw and stopped in, were ten, fifteen, and twenty 

miles apart, and contained from one to four 0\' five acres 

each-they seem to serve as receptacles for the little rain 

water which falls on the Desert; for the inhabitants always 

exp,ect some in the winter months, though they are fre­

quently disappointed; and none had fallen on those parts 

on which we were thrown for the last two years, 

It was already September, and they were offering up 

prayers to the Almighty every day, and most fervently im­

ploring him to send them refreshing r~ns, Tl:tese little 

valleys are mostly scooped out in the form of a.bowl, though 

in some the sides are steep, and bottoms nearly level, and 

the whole irregular. Here grows a clwali thorn bush, from 

two to five feet in height; it is generally scattered thinly 
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over the valley. The leaves of this shrub, which is almost 

the only one that is to be found on that part of the Desert, 

are a fourth of an inch in thickness, an inch and a half 

in width, and from two to two and a half inches in length, 

tapering to a sharp point, and are strongly impregnated with 

salt, so much so, that neither myself nor my companions 

could eat them, though nearly perishing with hunger and 

thirst, and a green fresh leaf would have been a great relief 

to us, when neither meat nor drink was to be procured. 

Such is the face of the Desert over which we passed, until 

we came within a short distancf< of Cape Bojador, where we 

fell in with immense heaps of loose sand, forming moun­

tains of from one to three or four hundred feet in height. 

blown and whirled about by every wind, and dreadful to th€ 

traveller, should a strong gale arise whilst in the midst of 

them; for he and his beasts must then InevitaQly perish, 

overwhelmed by flying surges of suffocating sand. 

The face of this part of the Desert is still the same as that 

before described, when laid bare and seen between the sand 

hills, by reason of the sand being blown off. This sand has 

evidently been driven from the sea-shore, and in the same . 

degree as the ocean has retired; by means of the trade­

wind blowing constantly on to the Desert, and that too very 

strongly in the night-time, through a long succession of 

ages. The heavy surf dashing perpetually among the rocks 

grad~ally reduces them to grit, which then mixes with the 

.'3E 
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sand that is washed up upon the shore, where it is left by 

the tides that Fis-e on this coast to the height of twelye of 

fO'uJrteem. feet;-this- becomes dried by the excessive heat of 

the sun.-and is whi:rled. a1>out and driven before this constant 

gale, upon. the surface, and then into the inteFior of th~ 

Desert. Such have mlquesti011ably been the causes which 

have prodlllce<i such astonishing accumulati0ns of sand on 

tllatpa.ft of the Desert; and I am further contirmed in thi·s 

oolief by the (mormous strings of sand hills to be found a.U 

along the coast of Suse and Mor(J)cco, near the sea-shore, 

T·hose accHNN:tla1tions are, i.n many parts, so great, as to 
h'a,ve t 'aisecil new bounds to the ocean som€ mil€s beyond its 

original Emits,- wh~eh have evidently been washed by the 

sea at a former 'period, and the intermediate spaces an~ filled 

up wit1i. loose sand hills·; ' ,vhich circlimstances altogether 

amouf1t, in mJ opin.ion, to a dem0m.sti·ation ofthe origin-of 

the sand on this part of the-Desert. 

Solt\(~ authors -have supposed that thete were sdme fertile 

spots on the Gr'eat Western Desert which were ?ultivated, &0. 

&c. but this is, I tlli,nk, an impossi.bility, the whole Desert be­

ing a revel plain, it ·can pr0duce neither spring nor stream of 

W'atfEt,aml'llo het/;)age can eon-seqlilen1Jly grow unless by means 

of rliin~ ahtill this fal:ls: (J)fi1Jh€ Desert' 80 seldom, and is so soon 

evap(J)rat'etl, as 1id- rendet · evem. a. passage across it with a 

C3Jrav-an of Arabs 3Jnct camels, at· ali. times daNgerous ill· t11e 

extreme, as is proved by Sidi Hamet's narrative of his jour-
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neys, connected with my own observations. That there are 

more shrubs growing in some parts than in others, is true, 

from natural causes. The small valleys or dells which now 

furnish a scanty subsistence for the hardy camel, and that 

only by feeding on the coarsest shrubs and leaves, serve as 

basins to catch the little water that sometimes falls there: this 

is immediately dried away by the intense heat of the sun, 

which beats down upon the surface in all parts most violently, 

and scorches like actual fire ;-yet that moisture, little as it 

is, causes the growth of the dwarf thorn-bush, and of two or 

three other prickly plants resembling weeds; these grow 

only among sand, and there are spots on the Desert which 

produce a shrub that grows up in a bunch at the bottom as 

thick as a man's leg, and then branches off in every dir,ec­

tion to the l~eight of two feet, with a diameter or four or five 

feet. Each branch is two or three inches in circumference, 

and they are fluted like pillars or columns in archite.cture, 

and almost square at their tops: these are armed with sroaJl 

shaTp prickles all over, two or three inches long, and,yield, 

when broken off, a whitish liquid that is very nauseons'Jand 

bites the tongue like_aqua-fortis" so that the camels will nip 

'it only when they can find nothing else :.:they are so numerQus 

in some places, that it is difficult for the camels to get along 

amongst them, and they are obliged to dodge about between 

these bunches. 

In rriany valleys, -the thorn bushes ilU"nish a . few snails. 

3£.2 
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A few ground nuts are also to be found, resembling in shape 

and size small onions; and th€re are also to be seen under 

the shade of the thorn bushes, an herb known by the name 

of shepherds' sprouts in America; but like' the other things 

before mentiened, they are very rarely to be met with. 

These are; as far as came within my knowledge, the whole 

of the productions of the D€sert. 

It has been imagined by many, that the Desert abounded 

in noxious animals, serpents, and other reptiles; but we saw 

none, nor is it possible f<:r any animal that requires water, 

to exist on the Desert, unless it is under the care of, and 

assisted oy man in procuring that necessary article. I saw 

no animal that was wild, 8J{cept the ostrich, nor can I con­

ceive -how that animal exists without fresh water, which it is 

certain he cannot procure" nor what kind of nourishment 

he subsists on. There are neither beasts, nor birds, nor 

reptiles, to be seen on that dreary waste on which we 

travelled, ,and it is certain that there are other districts still 

worse, bearing not the smallest herb nor bush wherewith the 

camel can fill his stomach: but near the borders of the 

Desert, where more shrubs are produced, sheep and goats 

are fed! in considera1!>le numbers, and we saw many of those .' 

light-footed and beautiful animals, called the Gazelle, tripping 

across the sand hills, and near watering-places: some 

tigers also now and then made their appearance. Such 

is the Great Western Desert, or Zahahmh, which can only 
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afford a description as dry and as barren as its dreary 

surface. For its extent, see the Map. 

N early all parts of this vast Desert are inhabited I;>y 

different tribes of Arabs, who live entirely on the milk of 

their camels, and wander from valley to valley, travelling 

nearly every day for the sake of finding food for their 

camels, and consequently food for themselves : they live in 

tents formed of cloth made of camels' hair, which they puU 

off by hand, and spin with a hand spindle; this they. ~wist 

round ' with the fore-finger and thumb of the :uight hand; 

after they have pulled out the thread sufficiently. long. from 

a blllch of camel's hair, which they hold in their left hand, 

whilst the spindle descends to the ground, when they take it 

up in their hand again, and wind off the yarn in a baJJ, and 

then spin another length in like maimer: they afterwards 

double and twist it by hand, making. IlL thread a~ thick as. a 

goose quill. When they, have· s-pun a sufficient quantity, and 

have . agreed to stop. for two or three days in one place, 

(which they always do when they can find sufficient food for 

their camels,) they drive into the· ground two rows 'of pegs,. 

in parallel lines, sufficiently wide fQf a tent cloth\ that is; 
about two and a half feet apart :- they then warp the yarn 

round the pegs, and commence weaving it by running a kind 

of wooden sword through the yarn under one thread, aD.d 

over another, in the manner of daruing: this sw.ord they 

carrY- with them, and it appears to. have been used for ages; 
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they then tuck through the filling by hand, after turping up 

the sword edgeways j . haul it tight, and beat it up with 

the .sword. They weave it the whole length which they 

intend' the tent to be, and then roll up the pieces or length, 

until they have made enough to finish a tent. This, 111 

my opinion, must have been the . very first method of 

weaving practised in the world, and the idea, I imagine, 

was taken from a view of the outer bark of the cocoa~nut 

tree, as I have before observed. The tent is then sewed 

together with the same kind of twine, through holes made 

wIth an iron bodkin. After it is sewed together to a proper 

Width, from six to ten breadths, they make four loops on 

its'-€nds, by fastening shOlt crooked s1iicks ·to the cloth, and 

two on eaGh si:de. "When they are about to pitch the tent, 

they spread it out,:stretching the cords by which it is fastened, 

·and driving a stout peg into the grol!lIld for each cord; this 

is, done' with a 1Jard smooth stone, which they always carry 

with them, in . plaoe of a hammer ; . then getting under the 

tent-and llaising it, Jlluey,place a bJock,.whose top is rounded 

Like a w(l)oQen bowl, lilllder its centre,- and set the tcmt pole 

into. a .hole made for that purpose, and -set the .pole upright, 

which. .. keeps the tent steady in its place. After 1i1~e tent-is 

raised, all.tlhe ropes that·hold.and steady it, (ten in number,) 

are taU:!iNled: these ropes are made of . .skins partly dressed, 

or of camels' hair, so that the tent is.suspencl.ed in form of 

an· oblcllllg hlmbrella, and about two feet from the ground. In 
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the day-time they raise up the south part of their teNts. (as 

those on the Desert aTe always pitched facing the south) 

with two small stanchions fixed under the cords that hold it 

in front, so that they can go under the tent by stoo.ping : 

this tent serves all the family for a shelter. Each family has 

a mat, which serves as a bed for the' whole: they lie. down 

on it promiscuously, only wrapped up in their haick or 

blanket, if they have one; if 110t, in the skin that covers, 

their loins only, and lie close together, to. keep off the cold 

winds which blow under the tents in the night: the children 

lie betwee11 the grown persons; their heads are as low, and 

frequently lower than their feet, and their long bushy hair, 

which is never combed, and resembles a woollen thrum 

mop, serves them.instead of a pillow. The families consist 

of the father, and one or more wives, and the children that 

are unmarried, (generally about four to a family" but some". 

times six or eight,) and their slaves, who are blacks. 

The rich Arabs have one, two, or three slaves, makand 

female: these are allDwed to sleep on the same mat with 

their masters and mistresses, and are treated in all. respects 

like the children of the family in regard to apparel, &c.­

they art~ not, however, permitted to marry or coh<libit with 

the Arab women, under pain of deatl1,. and are obliged. to 

take care of the camels and follow them, and to. do otQeJ.' 

drud,gery, such as getting fuel, &c. but they will not obey 

the women, and raise their v0ices higher than their master 
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or any of his chjldren in a dispute, and consequently are 

considered smart fellows. They marry among their own 

colour while they are slaves, with the consent of their 

masters, but the children remain slaves. After a slave 

has served his master faithfully for a long time, or has 

Gone him some essential service, he is made fFee: he then 

tmteFs into all the privileges that the free Arabs enjoy, 

and can marry into any of their families, which he or she 

Never fails to do, and thus become identified with the fami­

lies of the tribe in which they were slaves, and may rise to 

the very head of it. . The negroes are generally active and 

brave, are seldom punished with stripes, and those who drive 

the camels do not scruple to milk them when they are 

thirsty, but take care not to be discovered: they are ex­

tremely cunning, and will steal any thing they can get at to 

eat or drink, from their masters, or indeed anyone else. If 

they are caught in the act of stealing, they are only 

threatened, and promised a flogging the next time. The 

father of the family is its absolute chief in all respects, 

though he seldom inflicts punishment: his wives and 

daughters are considered as mere slaves, subject to his will 

or caprice; yet they take every opportunity to deceive or 

steal fi;om him: he deals out the milk to each with his own 

hand, iI'lOr dare anyone touch it until it is thus divided: he 

always .assists in milking the camels, then puts the milk into 

a large wooden bowl, which has probably been in the family 

. 
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for ages: some of the largest bowls will contain five gallons : 

they are frequently split in every direction, and the split 

parts are fastened together with small iron plates, with a 

rivet at each end, made of the same metal. All the milk is 

thrown into the great bowl; then, if in the old man's opi­

nion., there is a sufficient quantity for a good drink round, 

he takes a small bowl, (of which sort they generally have 

two or three,) and after washing or rubbing it out with sand, 

he begins to distribute the milk, by giving to each grown 

person an equal share, and to the children in proportion to 

their size, measuring it very exactly, and taking a propor­

tionate quantity to himself. If there is any left, (which was 

;-ery seldom the case with those I lived among,) he has it put 

into a skin, to serve for a drink at noon the next day: if 

there is not a sufficient quantity of milk for a good drink all 

round, the old man fills it up with water (if they have any) 

to a certain mark in the bowl, and then proGeeds to divide 

it as before related. 

The camels are driven out early in the morning, and home 

about dark, when they are made to lie down before the tent 

of their owner, very ncar, with their tails towards it: a 

doubled rope with a large knot in one end is then put round 

the knee joint when the leg is doubled in, and the knot 

being then thrust through the double part at the other end, 

effectually fastens the knee bent as it is, so that the camel 

cannot get up to walk off, h~ving but the use of three of his 

3p 
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legs. This kind of becket is atso fixed on the knees of the 

old camels that lead the dQ'ove; and the others remain qv.iet 

wheTh their leaders are fast: in this manner they are suffered 

to lie uNti~ about midnigl1t, when they have had time to cool 

and the milk to collect in their bags'-the becket is then 

taken off, and as soon as they get up, the net which covers 

the bag to prevent the y(tmng ones ftom consumi:ng the milk, 

is loosened: this is fastened on by two cords, that go over 

the back of the camel, and are knotted together. As each 

camel is milked, the net is carefully replaced, and she is 

made to lie dOWN in the same place again: here they lie 

until day-light, whem all the camels are' made to get up; a; 

little milk is then drawn from each, and the young ones are 

suffered to suck out the Lernwillder, when the net is put in its 

place again, Not to' be removed until the following midnight. 

Whi,le the head of th~ family is busied mill{ing the camels 

and sJilckling the young oilles, assisted by aliI the males, the 

' wife and females are striking and folding, up the tent; 

selecting the camels to carry the stuff; and bringing them 

near, where they make them lie down and pack on them the 

tent and all their other materials. This being done, they 

fasten a leather or sbn basket, abo.ut four feet wide, fitted 

with a kind of tree, like a saddle, on the back of one of the 

tamest camels, in which the women place tme old men and 

women that cannot walk, .amd· youmg chiJdl'eJil, aJnd frequently 

themselves, and proceed forwm-d according to their dailJ 
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custom. The women take care of the stuff amd the camels 

that carry it, and of the children: the other camels are 

driven off by slaves, if they hayc any, if not, by some of the 

boys, and kept where there are some shrubs to be found, 

until night. The old man, or head of the family, generally 

precedes the women and stuff, after huving described to 

them the course they are to steer. He sets off on his camel, 

with his gun in his hand, at a full trot, and goes on until he 

finds a fit place in which to pitch the tent, when he gives the 

information to his wife, who then proceeds with all possible 

dispatch to the spot, unloads her camels, and lets them go; 

then she spreads heI: tent, puts aJIl th~ stuff under it, clears 

away the small stones, and spreads her mat, arranges her 

bowls, hangs up the skins containing water, (if they have 

any,) on a kind of hOTse or frame that folds together, &c. &c. 

They start long before sun-rising i.n the morniug, and calcu­

late to pitch their tents at about four o'clock in the afternoon, 

if they can find a convenient spot; otherwise a little sooner 

or later. When one family sets off, the whole of that part 

of the tribe dwelling near, trav:el on with them; and I have 

frequently seen from five hundred to one thousand camels in 

one ~rove, all going the same way, and I was greatly sur­

prized to see with what facility they could distinguish and 

separate them; each knowing his own can1eis, even to the 

smallest : they would sometimes march together for half a 

daj; then in a few minutes they _would separate, and each 

SF2 
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take his own course, and would generally pitch within a few 

miles of each other. As soon as theylace is agreed on, the 

men go out on their camels, with their guns, different ways, 

to reconnoltte and $ee if they have enemies near. 

When they rise in the morning, after having first milked 

their camels, and suckled the young ones, they next attend 

to prayers, wruch is done in the following manner: they 

first find a sandy spot, then unwrap themselves, and take 

up sand in both their hands; with this they rub their faces, 

necks, anns, legs, and every part of their bodies, except 

their backs, which they cannot reach: this done, as if they 

washed with water, they stand erect, facing towards the 

east; wrap themselves up as neatly as they can in their 

blankets or skins; they look up towards heaven, .and .then 

bow their heads, bending their bodies half way to the 

ground twice, crying aloud at ea.ch time, Allah Hooakibal'. 

They next kneel down, and supporting themsdves with their 

hands, they worship, bowing their faces in the dust, twice 

successively; then, being still on their knees, they bend 

themselves forward, nearly to the ground, repeating, Hi el 

Allah SIuda Mohammed Rasool Allah; then rising, ·they 

again repeat, AUa,h Hooakibar, two Qf three times; and this 

is the common mode of worshipping four times a day. In 

addition to this, at sun-setting, they implore the Almighty 

to send rain to moisten the parched earth; to cause the 

food to grow for their camels; to .keep them under his 
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special care, with their families and tribes; to enrich them 

with the spoils of their enemies, and to confound and destroy 

them that seek their hurt: they thank the Almighty for his 

past mercies, for food, raiment, and his protection, &c. &c 

-they then repeat part of a chapter from the Koran, 11'1 

which God's pretended promises to the faithful are made 

known hy their prophet; and repeating at all times the 

Hi el Allah, or, " Great is the Almighty God, and Moham­

med is his holy prophet." Their times of prayer are, before 

sun-rising in the morning, about noon, the middle of the 

afternoon, about sun-setting, and again two or three hours 

after the sun has set: this makes five times a-day, washing 

themselves (at least their faces and hands, when- they have 

water) before praying; when they cannot get water, (which 

is always the case with those on the Desert,) they perform 

their ablutions by substituting sand. Mohammed, their 

prophet, when he arrived with an army on the deserts of 

Arabia, found that there was no water either for himself or 

his followers to wash in; yet by the laws he had already 

promulgated, ablutions could not be dispensed with: a new 

chapter, however, of revelation, soon relieved him from this 

dilemma, and he directed his followers to use sand, when 

no water was to be had. In the ninth chapter of the Book 

of Numbers, _it appears that Moses, in a similar dilemma, 

found it necessary to apply for a new command from the 

Lord on a particular subject. 
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The Arabs -always wash when it is in their power, before 

they eat, nor does any business divert them from the strict 

obscl:vance of their religiQus ceremonies: and with respect 

to particular stated times, while pursuing their journeys, and 

going on in the greatest .haste, when the time for prayers 

arrives, all stop, make the camels lie down, and perfor,m 

·what they conceive to-be their indispensable duty; p;aying, 

-in addition to the ,usual forms, to be ,directed in the right 

CQurse, and that God will lead them to wells of water, and 

to hospitable brethren, who will feed them, and not s.uffer 

them to perish far from the face of man: that he will enrich 

them with spoils, and deliver them from all who lie in wait 

to do .them mischief; this done, they mount again cheer­

fully, .and proceed, encouraging their camels by a song, a 

very lively one, if they wish them ,to go on a trot; if only to 

walk, something more slow and solemn, 

The Arabs who inhabit the Great Western Desert, are in 

their persons aboudive feet seven or eight inches in height; 

and tolerably ,well set in their frames, though lean: their 

complexion is of a dark olive: they have high cheek bones, 

and aquiline noses, rather prominent; lank cheeks, thin 

lips, and round chins: their eyes are black, sparkling, and 

intelligent: they have long black hair, coarse, and very 

thick; and the men 'cut theirs off with their knives, to the 

length of about six or eight inches, and leave it sticking out 

in every direction fi'om their ,head , They all , wear long 
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beards-tneir limbs are straight, and they can endure' 

hunger, thirst, hardships, and fatigues, probably better than 

any other people under heaven: their clothing in general is 

nothing more than a piece of coarse cloth, madc of camels' 

hair, tied round their waists, hanging nearly down to their 

knees; or a goat-skin so fastened on as to cover their naked­

ness; but some of the rich ones wear a covering of linen or 

cotton cloth over their shoulders, to their knees, hanging 

something like a shift or shirt, without sleeves, and some' 

have, besides, a haick or a woollen blanket, about four feet 

wide, and four yards long, which the}' wrap about them; 

but this is the case onl}' with the rich, and their number is 

ver}' small. These haicks, and blue shirts" the}' get from 

the empire- of M0rocco" in exchange for camel's hair and 

ostrich feathers; the onl}' cOJnIDodities in which the}' can 

trade. The Arab women are sh01t and meagre; and their 

features IDuch harder and more ugl}' than those of the men; 

but they have long black hair, which the}' braid and tuck 

up in a bunch on their heads, and fasten it there 'by means· 

of thorns. They general] y wear strings' of black beads 

round their, necks, and a white circular bone, of three inches 

in diameter, in their hair, with bands of beads or other, 

ornaments around their wrists and ancles. Tbeir eheek. 

bones are high and prominent; their visages and lips are 

thin, and the upper lip is kept up by means of the two eye­

teeth.. - The}' take great pains to make these teet:h proj.ect 
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forward, and turn up quite in frent of the line of their other 

fore-teeth, which are as white and sound as ivory. Their 

eyes are" round, black, very expressive, and extremely beau­

tiful, particularly in the young women, who are generally 

plump and lascivious. The women wear a dress of coarse 

Gamels' hair cloth, which they manufacture in the same way 

they make their tent cloth: it covers their shoulders, leaving 

their arms and breasts naked: it is sewed up on each side, 

and falls down nearly to their knees; they have a fold in 

this, like a sack, next their skin on their shoulders, in which 

they carry their little children; and the breasts of the middle 

aged womem become so extremely long, lank, and pen­

dulous, that they have no other trouble in nursing the child 

which is on their backs, when walking about, than to throw 

up their breasts over the top of their shoulders, so that "the 

child may apply its lips. 

All the Arabs go barefoot; the chilclren, both male and 

female, before they come to the age of puberty, nin about 

entirely naked, and this exposure "to the sun is one great 

cause of their bla:ck colour. The males are all circumcised" 

at the age of eight years, not as a religious rite, but because 

it is found necessary as a preventive of a disease incident to 

the climate. The men are very quick, active, and intelli­

gent-more so, taken collectively, than any other set of 

men I had ever come acl'OSS in the diffeTent parts of the 

world I had before visited. They are the lords and masters 
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in their families, and are very severe and cruel to their 

wives, whom they treat as mere necessary slaves, and they 

do not allow them even as much liberty as they grant to 

their negroes, either in speech or action: they are con­

sidered by the men as beings without souls, and conse­

quently, they are not permitted to join in their devotions , 

but are kept constantly drudging at something or,other, and 

a~'e seldom allowed to speak when men are conversing 

together. They are very filthy in their persons, not even 

cleansing themselves with sand, and are covered with vermin. 

The ·continual harsh treatment, and hard di'udgery to which. 

they are subject, have worn off that fine edge of delicacy, 

sensibility, and compassion, so natural to their sex, and 

transformed them into unfeeling and unpitying beings; so 
much so, that their conduct towards me and my com­

panions in distress was brutal in the extreme, and betrayed 

the extinction of every humane and generous feeling. 

The Arab is high-spirited, brave, avaricious, rapacious, 

revengeful; and, strange as it may appear, is, at the same 

time, hospitable and compassionate: he is prolld of being 

able to maintain his independence, though on a dreary 

desert, and despises those who are so -mean and degraded as 

to submit to any government but that of the Most High. 

He strnts about sole master of what wealth he possesses, 

always ready to defend it, and believes himself the happiest 

gf men, and the most learned also; handing down the 

3 G 
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tradition of his ancestors, as he is persuaded, for thousands 

of years. He looks upon all other me~ to be vile, and 

beneath his notice, except as merchandise: he is content to 

live on the milk of his camels, which he takes great care to 

rear, and thanks his God daily for his continual mercies. 

They considered themselves as much above me and my 

companions, both in intellect and acquired knowledge, as 
the proud and pampered West India planter (long accus­

tomed to rule over slaves) fancies himself above the meanest 

new negro, just brohlght in chains from the coast of Africa. 

They never correct their male children, but the females are 

beat without mercy. The men were not cruel to l!lS further 

tlh~ they thought we were obstinate, and always galle us ~ 
small share of what they themselves had to subsist on. 

I never witnessed a marriage among them, but was told 

tliat when a young man sees a girl that pleases him, he asks 

her of her father, and she becomes his wife without cere­

mony. Polygamy is alJowed, but the Arabs of the Desert 

have but very seldom more than one wife, unless amongst 

some of the rich ones, who have need of servants, WRen 

they take another wife, and sometimes a third. 

They all learn to read and write: in every family or 

division of a tribe, they have one man who acts as teacher 

to the children: they have boards of from one foot square to 

two feet long, and about an inch thick, by eighteen inches 

wide: on these boards t4e children learn to write with a 
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piece of pointed reed; they have the secret of making ink, 

and that of a very black dye : when a family of wandering 

Arabs pitch their tents, they set apart a place for a school: 

this they surround with broken shrubs in the Desert to keep 

off the wind-here all the boys who have been circumcised, 

offrom eight to eighteen or twenty yeM's old, attend , and are 

taught to read and to write verses fro111 the Koran, which is 

kept in manuscript by every family on skins: they write 

their characters from right to left-arc very particular in the 

_ formation of them, and make their lines very straight: all 

the children attend from choice or for amusement.-Thc 

teacher, I was told , never punishes a child, but explains the 

meaning of things, and amuses him by telling tales that ,are 

both entertaining and instructive; he reads or rehearse8 

chapters from the Koran or some other book, for they have­

a great many poems, &c. written also on skins ~ when the 

board is full of writing, they rub it off with sand, and begin 

again: they enumerate with the nine figures now in USI< 

among aU European nations, and in America, and were 

extremely astonished to find that I could make them, and 

understand their meaning, saying one to another, "This 

man must have been a slave before to some Arabian merchant; 

who has taught him the manner of using the Arabic 

figures, and contrary to his law, unless indeed he is a good 

man and a believer." The boards on which they wrote 

seeme"d to have lasted for ages-they had been split in many 

3G2 
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places, and were kept together by small iron plates on each 

side, fixed by iron ;'ivets: these plates, as well as their rude 

axes, of which eaoh family has one, are made of tempered: 

iron by the smiths \vhich belong to and journey with the 

tribe, I saw several of them at work. They burn small 

wood into charcoal, and carry it with them 'en camels: their 

anvil is made of a piece of iron a foot long, and pointed at 

the end-this they drive into the ground to work on-the 

head of the anvil is about six inches over: they make theil' 

tire iu a small hole dug in the ground for that purpose, and 

blow it up by means of two skins curiously fixed; so that 

whih~ one is filling with air, they blow with the other, standing 

between them-with a hand placed on eaGh, they raise ani1 

depress them at pleasure. By means, of a cluInsy hammel', 

an anvil, and hot irons to bore with, they I,!lanage to fix the. 

saddles for themselves to ride on·, and t()-.}:nake knives and a, 

kind ofmeedles, and small rough bladed axes. This forge is 

caFfied about witho~t the smallest inconvenience, so that the 

Arabs even of the Desert are better provided in thi.s respect 

than the Israelites were in the· days of Saul theil: King. 

S8iIDuel, chap. xiii. verses 19 to 23-" Now there w.as me. 

smith in all the land of Israel; for the Philistines S'<1id, Lest 

the Hebr.ews m~e them swords or spears." 

There appeared to be no· kind of sickness or ~jsease 

aJlleng the Arabs . of the Desert during the time I was with, 

them ~ I did, not hear of, nor see t~e smal:lest symptom gf 
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. complaint, and they appear to live to a vast age: there 

. were three people I saw belonging to the tribe in which I 

was a slave; namely, twei old men and one woman, whQ 

from appearance were much older than any I had ever seen; 

these men and the woman had l"ost all the hair from their 

heads, beards, and every pai't of their bodies-the flesh on 

them had entirely wasted away, and their skins appeared to 

be dried and drawn tight over the sinews and the bones, 

like Egyptian mummies; their eyes were extinct, having 

totally wasted away in their sockets, the bones of which 

were only covered by their eye-lids; they had lost the 'use 

of all their limbs, and appeared to be deprived of every 

sense, so that when their breath should be speI1t arid'their 

entrails ' extracted, they would, in my opinion, be perfect 

mummies without further preparation; for from their ap­

pearance there was not sufficient moisture in their frames to 

promote corruption, and I felt convinced that a sight of 

such beings (probably on the deserts of Ara:bia) might have 

given the Egyptians their first idea of drjing and preserving 

the dead bodies of their relations and friends. An undutiful 

child of civilized parents might here learn a 'lesson of filial 

piety and benevolence from these barbmians; the old 

people always received the first drink of milk, and a larger 

share than even the acting head of the family when they 

were scanted in quantity. Whenever the family mOlVed for­

ward, a camel was ' first prepared for the old man, ·by- fixing, 
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a kind of basket on the animal's back; they then put .skins 

'or other soft things into it, to make it easy, and next lifting 

up the old man, they place him carefully in the basket, with 

a child or two on each side, to take care of and steady him 

during the march, while he seems to sit and hold on, more ' 

from long habit than from choice.-As soon as they stopped 

to pitch the tents the old man was taken fi'om his camel, and 

a drink of water or milk given him, for they take care to save 

some for that particular purpose. When the tent was 

pitched, he was carefilily taken up and placed under it on 

their mat, where he could go to sleep: this man's voice was 

very feeble, squtlaking, and hollow. The remarkably old 

m<IJIiI. I am speaking of belonged to a family that always 

pitched thei,r tent near ours, so that I had an opportUnity of 

witnessing the Inanner of his treatment for several days toge­

ther, which was uniformly the same. 

After I was redeemed in Mogadore I asked my master 

Sidi Hamet of what age he supposed this old man to have 

been, and he said about eight Zille or Arabic centuries. 

Now an Arabic century, or Zille, is forty lima!" years of 

twelve moons in each year, S0 that by ,this computation he 

must have been nearly three hundred years old: he also told 

me that it was very commClll to find Arabs on different parts 

of the Great Desert, five Zine old, r.etaining all their facul­

ties, and that he had seen a great many of the ages of fro~ 

seven to eight ZiUe. He further said, that myoId master 
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from whom he bought me had lived nearly five Zille or 

centuries, though he was very strong and active; and from. 

the appearance 'of a great many others in the same tribe I 

could have no doubt but they were much older. I then 

asked him how they knew their own ages, and he answered 

-" Every family keeps a record of the ages and names of 

Its children, which they always preserve and pack up in the 

same bag in which they carry the Koran."-I told, him that 

few people in other parts of the world lived to the age of two 

Zille and a half, and the people of those countries would 

not believe such a story. 

"The Arabs who live on the Desert (said he) subsist 

entirely on the milk of their camels; it is the milk of an 

animal that we call sacred, and it causes long life: those 

who live on nothing else, have no sickness nor disorders, 

and are particularly favoured by heaven; but only carry 

the same people off from the Desert, and let them: live on 

meat, and bread, and fruits, they then become subject to 

eyery kind of pain and sickness wh~n they are young, and 

only live to the age of about two Zille and a half at the 

most, while a great many die very young, and not one-tenth 

part of the men or women live to the age of one Zille. I 

myself (added he) always feel well when I live on the milk 

of the camel alone, even though I do not get half as much 

as I want, for then I am strong and can bear heat, and cold, 

and fatigue, much better than when I live on flesh, and 
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bread, and fruit, and have plenty of good fresh water to 

drink, and if I could always have. as much camel's milk as I 

could drink, I w.()uld never taste of meat again: but I love 

bread and -honey very much." -This account from an Arab, 

who was my friend and the preserver of my life, and one 

who has traversed the ])esert in many directions, and who 

was also a good scholar for an Arab, and on whose veracity 

I could rely, together with what fell under my own ob­

servation, has removed all doubt from my mind on that 

subject, and I am fully of opinion that hundreds and 

thousands of Arabs on this vast expanse of . Desert, actually 

live to the age of two hundred years of our calendar. My 

reasons for this belief, in addition to those already given, 

are, 

1st. That their lives are regular, from the day of their 

birth to the day of their death. 

2d. That there is· no variation in their food, which is of 

the most pure and nutritive kind, and cannot cause in them 

disorders originating from indigestion, &c. &c. 

3d. That the climate they inhabit, though hot, is perfectly 

dry, and consequently must be healthy for those born there; 

and, 

4th. That in their wandering life they are never subjected 

to hard bodily labour, and their daily movements afford 

them sufficient exercise to promote a due circulation of the 

fluids; nor do they ever taste wine or any ardent spirits, 
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being entirely out of the way of those articles, and are 

besides strictly forbidden by their religion. I am no 

physician, and cannot therefore enter into any learned dis­

quisition on this subject, but llierely give my own im-: 

pressions respecting it, without pretending to be less liable 

to err in judgment than others. It cannot be doubted but 

that the Arabs existed as a wandering race long before the 

time of the Greeks, and it is possible that they possessed in. 

tllOse early ages the art of writing, and reckoned time by 

the same method they do at this day; say forty lunar years' 

for a Zille or century, and · that in transla~ing or quoting 

frotn theil' writings, a Zille may have been taken for a · 

hundred of our years. 

The tribe of Arabs to which I belonged, owned four­

horses, or rather mares: they were the general property, and. 

were fedr'On milk, and watered every two days: with these 

animals they hunt the ostrich, and with this view, havipg­

agreed on the time and place, <the whole of the men assemble. 

before daylight on their camels, and surround a certain spot 

of ground where they calculate on finding ostriches, with 

the horses to wjnd ward, and their riders with loaded muskets 

in their hands .: they then approach each other until they 

start the ostriches, who seeing themselves surrounded on all 

sides but one, run to the southward before the wjnd, followed 

by the horses, which it is said run extremely swift, and 

presoing on the ostrich I'ery hard, the bird runs himsel~ out 

3 :gl 
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of breath in about three hours, when the men on h~rseback 
come 1!lp and shoot him: but let these birds run against the 

wind, and no horse can overtake them, for'then they do not 

lose their breath. 

After my arrival at Mogadore, I heard of the Heine, or 

small swift camel of the Desert, but I never saw any camel 

that differed from the common one either in ,size or shape, 

and can only suppose that it may be a camel of the same 

race trained for running swift, and fed on milk like the 

ftorses, The common camel can easily travel one hundred 

miles in a day. A good new milch camel gives at one 

milking when on the Desert about one quart, which is very 

rich and good: this is besides what -su.ffices to sustain the 

yOtll'lg camel, and is drawn at midnIght-they only draw 

about a gin in the morning. 

Most of the Arabs are well aimed with good double­

barrelled French fowling pieces, (which have excellent locks,) 

and with good scimitars afld knives: each has a kind of bag 

to carry his slugs, &c. in, sll!l>ng by his neck and hanging 

down to his waist on the left side: their big powder-horn is 

suspended in like manner: this contail).s coarse powder, and 

is used for loading the muskets,-but they all have a little 

hom in which to carry their fine powder fo1' priming. Many 

of the gun barrels that I saw were worn through, and the 

holes were stopped up by brazing :-they have procured 

many of their guns no doubt by shipwrecks on the coast of 
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the Desert; many more from caravans that they have over­

powered, and others in the way of trade from the French 

settlements of Senegal, and from Tunis, Tripoli, and others 

ports on the Mediterranean Sea. I did not see a single 

Moorish musket or lock during the time I was among the 

Arabs of the Desert: they were all made in Europe, and 

generally in Paris, with the maker's name on the locks. 

They have tolerably good powder, whic~ they say they 

know how to manufacture, but do not make it fine, so that 

first rate English or French musket powder is much in 

request, and looked upon as invaluable for priming. Their 

swords or scimitars they most probably obtain by the same 

means as their muskets: they are ever ready to attack an 

inferior, or even an equal force, and fight for the sake of 

plunder. 

Their language is the ancient Arabic; is spoken with 

great fluency, and is distinguished for its powerful emphasis, 

and elegant cadence. When they converse peaceably, (aftd 

they are much given to talking with each other,) it thrills on 

the ear like the breathings of soft wind-music, and excites 

in the soul the most soothing sensations; but when they 

speak in anger, it sounds as hoarse as the roarings of irritated 

lions, or the most furious beasts of prey. They attack the 

small towns in the vicinity of the Desert, on all sides; which 

are walled in to ward off their incursions: if they are 

successful, they put all to the sword, bljorn the towns, and 
3M2 



4.20 RILEY'S SHIPWRECK, -AND 

retire agairi . to the Desert with their spoil. Such is . the 

wandering Arab of the great African Desert: his hand is 

against every man, ' and consequently every man's hand ig 

,against him. 

DESCRIPTION OF AN ARABIAN CAMEL OR DRO~IEDARY_ 

. THE Arabian' camel, called by the ancients and: by 

naturalists, the dromedary, is, perhaps, the most singular, 

and at the same time one 'of the most useful animals in 

'nature . . He is, _when full grown, ii'om eight to nine feet in 

height, and about ten to twelve feet in length, from the end 

of his 'nose to the root of his tail; ' his body is small, 

compared with his height; , his neck resembles in shape that 

of a goose more than any other animal, being long and 

slender, and it seems to grow 011t of the lower part of his 

pody, between his fore legs: he raises his head to the height 

of his back, poking his nose out horizontally, so that his face 

looks directly upwards, and his nose bone so high as to be 

on a line with the top of the bunch on his back: his head IS 
'small, his ears ' short; his eyes are of various colours, fmm a 

'black to almost a white; bright, and sparkling ,vith in­

stinctive inteIiigence, and placed on the sides of his head in 

such a manner, ~hat he can see before, behind, and on every 

side at the same time. His tail is short, and hangs like that 

of a cow, with a small bunch of hair at the end: his legs are 
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long and slender, though their joi:nts are stout and strong: 

his feet are divided something like those of an ox; .but he 

has no hoof except on the extreme points of the' 1;oes; 

in other parts they are only cove~d with skin, and are soft 

and yielding: the sales of his feet are not thicker than stout 

sale leather: he is generally of ·a light ash colour; but vary­

ing from that to a dark brown, and sometimes a reddish 

brown; many of them are also marked with white spots or 

stripes on their foreheads, and on different 'parts of their 

bodies; the hair on his body is short and fine, like the 

finest of wool, and serves the Arabs instead of that necessary 

article, with which they make their tent cloth and coarse 

covering; it is pulled or else falls off once a year; the hair 

about his throat and on the hump is eight or ten inches in 

length, and hangs down; he has a high bunch on his back, 

which rises from his shoulders, . and comes to a blunt point 

at about the centre of his back, .and tapers off to his hips ; 

this bunch is from one to two feet high above the back 

bone, and not attached to it nor to the frame of the camel, 

so that in skinning him, the Arabs take off the bunch with 

it, which is larger . or smaller, as the camel is· fat or lean. 

He who rides on a camel without a saddle (which saddle is 

peculiarly constructed so as not to touch the · .bunch) is 

forced to get on behind it, where the breadth of the body 

keeps the rider's legs extended very wide, while he is obliged 

to - keep himself from slipping oIL over the beast's tail; by 
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clenching both hands into the long hair that covers the 

bNnch. 

The camel is a very domestic animal; he lies down on his 

belly at the command of his master, folding his legs under 

him something like a sheep; there he remains to receive his 

rider or Ris burden, when he rises at a word, and proceeds 

in the way he is driven or diFected, with the utmost docility 

and cheerfulness, while his master encourages him by 

singing. The' Arabs use neither bridle nor halter, but guide 

a,nd manage the camel (whose head is quite at liberty) by 

means of a stick, assisted by words and sounds of the 

tongue; having one sound to urge him on faster; one to 

make him go slower; and a third, which is a kind of cluck 

with the tongue, to make him stop. He chews his cud like 

an ox, and has no fore teeth in his upper jaw; but his lips 

are long and rough, so that he nips off the rugged shrubs 

without difficulty, on which he is obliged to feed. The 

camel seems to have been formed by nature to live on 

deserts: he is patient, fleet, strong, a,nd hardy; can endure 

hunger and thirst better than any other animal; can travel 

through deep and dead sands with great ease, and over the 

flinty parts of the Desert without difficulty, though it is 

hard for him to go up or down steep hills and mountains, 

and to travel on muddy roads, as he slips about and strains 

himself; but he is sure-footed, and walks firmly on a hard 

dry surface, or on sand. I have never made th.e natural 
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history of animals my stud)" and it camlOt be expected that 

I should be" acquainted with the particular formation of their 

interior parts; but I will veIlture to sa)' a few words in 

regard to those of the camel, without fear of contradiction 

from anyone who shall see and examine for himself, having 

assisted in butchering three camels while a slave. 

The camel is described by naturalists as having, besides 

the four stomachs Gommon to ruminating animals, a fifth bag, 

exclusively as a reservoir for water, 'where it remains wi~hout 

corrupting or mixing with the other aliments: this is a mis­

take-for the bag that holds the water contains also the 

chewed herbage, and is in the camel what a paunch is in an 

ox. Into this bag all the rough chewed herbage enters, 

where it is softened by the water, thrown again into tae 

mouth, chewed over, and passes off ,by another canal, apd 

the fl£ces are so dry, that the day after they are voided, the 

Arabs strike fire on them instead of touchwood or punk. 

Having to draw water for these animals, I am certain that 

the largest sized ones drink at least two barrels of water at 

one time, when they have been long witIlout it, and that the 

whole of the camels belonging to the tribe by whom I was 

made a slave, which were then at a well, did not again get 

a drop of water within twenty days; these camels were at 

least two thousand in number, and were then on one of the 

hottest and driest parts of the Great "IVestern Desert, where 

there was scarcely a green leaf or shrub to be found, and 
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their owners knew how far i:t was baek to the same watering­

place aL which myself and crew were seized, and to which 

they dro,ve them again at the end of that period--:-and even 

that wf1ter was wlmost as black as ink, owing probably to its 

sta.gnant state in the well, and very brackish, because it 

flltered through the sand beach from the ocean, which was 

not more than three hundred yards from the well; and these 

camels wont twenty days without water :- under such cir­

eumsta,nees I have not the smallest doubt but that they can 

go thirty or forty days without water before they would clie 

with thirst. At the end of fifteen days after watering the 

camels, myoId master, Mohammed Bessa, killed an old and 

very poor ewmel, and I was obliged to assist tn dressing, 

though not in eating it, for its flesh, bones, and intestines, 

were divided among the whole tribe; a small piece to each 

fami,ly: they cut open the paunch of this cam,eJ, (for he had 

no other bag to contain water,) and dipped out the contents, 

though thick with fxees, 'in order to boil tJhe intestines in it, 

as well as to drink. When my master, Sidi Hamet, killed a 

camel ~o give me and my companions some meat, .and pro-

~,J:ure something to , sustain I1 S on our journey across the 

Desert, 1Yhe pa,unch was rolled out of the earnel, and the 

water taken li'om it,thiek as it was, to boil the uncleansed 

intestine '. After drin.king this stuff we put the remainder 

(abouc ,two gallons) with the filth it contained, into OHe of 

our botLles or goat skins, and it: served to slistajn life, though 
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the most rank and nauseous both to the smell and taste that 

can be imagined. 

The camel is considered by the Arab as a sacred animal; 

with him .he can transport a load of merchandise of several 

hundred weight with certainty and celerity through deserts 

utterly impassible with any other animal; on him the 

wandering Arab can flee with his family from any enemy 

across the trackless waste one hundred miles or more in a 

single day if he 'wishes, aJlcLQut o£ the reach of his pursuers: 

for the Desert, like the ocean, neither retains nor discloses 

any trace of the traveller. Its milk is both food and drink 

for the whole family, and when they have a sufficiency of 

that article, they are contented, and desire nothing more: 

with his camel the Arab is perfectly independent, and can 

bid defiance to all the forces that uncivilized foes can send 

against him; with him they collect in strong bands, all well 

armed, and fall upon the caravans, slaying without mercy 

all they can overpower, and divide their spoil; should they 

meet with a repulse, they can flee and soon be out of sight; 

they also attack the settlements and small walled towns in 

the cultivated country near the Desert, and if strong enough, 

destroy all the inhabitants, and drive off the cattle; all the 

goods of the slain they carty away on their camels, and 

return to the Desert, where no force can pursue them without 

meeting without certain destruction. 

The camel's motions are extremely heavy and jolting; his 

3 I 



4.26 RILEY'S SHIPWRECK, AND 

legs being long, he steps a great distance; and though he 

appears to go slowly when on a walk, yet he proceeds at 

about the rate of four miles an hour, and it is difficult for a 

man to keep pace with him without running. When the 

camel trots, he goes very fast; the small trot being about 

six, and the great one about eight miles an hour-this they 

can do with great ease with light loads for a whole day 

together, and will replenish their stomachs at night with the 

leaves and twigs of the sullen thOTn-bush, that is barely per­

mitted by natme to vegetate in that most dreary and desolate 

of all regions. The flesh of th", camel is good for food; and 

that of the young ones is esteemed preferable to that of the 

ox: they bring forth a single young one at a time, and 

generally once in about two years, their time of gestation 

being about one year. 'Vhen the camel is in a heat, he is 

extremely vicious, so that lwne dare come near him: his 

orgaB in some meaSt'lre resembles that of a horse, but it has 

a contrary d.;rection, so that the water is voided behind; and 

when obeyiJ?g one of the most important instincts of nature, 

he is obliged to make his approach in a retrograde manner. 

In tIle yeflir 1804 I was in the island of Lanzarote, one of 

the Canaries, and loaded my vessel (the brig Eliza! and Mary 

of New-York) with barilla, which I carried to Belfast in 

Irelamd ;-the barilla is brought from the interior of the 

island to the port on camels, from whose back;s I received 

and weighed it. Their common loads weue from nine to 
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twelve quintals of one hundred pounds; but many loads 

overran that weight, and one load in particular weigh~d 

over fifteen hundred pounds. Those were the same kind of 

camels used in Barbary, and on the Desert, and indeed I 

neyer saw any other kind; they are said to come to their 

full growth in six or eight years, and to live, in many 111-

stances, to the age of fifty or sixty. 

3r2 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Some account of Suse, or South Bal'bary, and of its inhabitants, 

cities, &c.-the primitive plough, and mode of using it­

primitive churn, and method if making butter. 

THE country of Suse, or South Ba;bary, is bounded by the 

Moorish ·province of Hah-Hah on the east, by the Atlas 

mountains and the Great Desert south, and by the Atlantic 

Ocean on the north and west: its length from east · to west 

is about two hundred and fifty miles; its breadth from north 

to south one hundred miles. In coming from the Desert, 

its principal towns are, Waldeleim, which is said to be very 

large and strong, and to contain ten thousand inhabitants. 

Widnoon is much the largest tmm in Suse, and its inhabi­

tants are computed by the Arabs at thirty thousand. Sche­

lem contains four thousand. Stuka, where I was shut up a 

slave, does not appear to be a principal town, but is made 

up of a cluster of sman ones, nor could I learn the names 

of the many little towns or castles in. sight of which I passed 

coming up: it was formerly a kingdom, and was afterwards 

united to those of Morocco and Fez, which now form the 

Moorish empire. Suse has however become entirely inde-
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pendent, for though the Emperor of Morooco claims j~lis­

diction over the whole of Suse, and indeed of the whole 

Desert as far south as Soudan, yet all those conntries are, 

in fact, independent, and the Emperor's power extends only 

a few leagues south and west, from a line drawn through 

Santa Cruz or Agader, and Tarudant, south to the Atlas . 

The soil of this country is very rich and fruitful: here 

wheat, barley, and Indian corn, or maize, are cultivated, 

and most kinds of kitchen-garden vegetables thrive with 

great luxuriance: the date, fig, pomegranate, olive, orange, 

lemon, sweet and bitter almond, arga, and many other fruit 

and forest trees, thrive exceedingly well,. and produce" it is 

said, great abundance in their seasons: the gwn arabic and 

sanderach are also produced there in great quantities. The 

country being speckled over with small cities, towns, and 

castles, all strongly walled in with stone laid in clay, is 

calculated to remind one of the times of the feudal system; 

each place is under the government of its own chief, who is 

by common consent the head of the family: they are under 

a kind of patriarchal government, and each individual feels 

himself perfectly free and independent. In case of attack 

or danger, all unite for the general defence, under such 

leaders as shall have ,proved t hemselves brave, enterprizing, 

and worthy of command; and by this means they are 

enabled to secure themselves against the frequent inroads 

and jnsults of the wandering Arabs, who inhabit the Great 
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centre of this pole the end of the plough beam is lashed fast. 

The point which enters the ground is hewn in a triangular 

shape, but the .edges soon wear off, so that it becomes nearly 

round. In loamy and sandy soils they plough with the 

naked wood, but in stony places they point it with a round 

piece of iron, tapering to a sharp point that lets on with a 

socket: it tUlTn.S up the earth on 'both sides, and goes into 

the' ground about eight inches deep. The people of Suse 

and those of Morocco use only one pair of beasts, whatever 

they may be, and ·have lines leading from the heads of the 

animals into the hands of him who steadies the plough, by 

means of which he din~Gts and governs them: he also 

carries a thick stick sufficiently long to reach them, with a 

sharp-pointed iron like a spear in its end; by the help of 

which he pricks and goads' his beasts along at pleasure. 

This instrument is am ox-goad, and no doubt is similar to 

those spoken of in Sacred W.rit-lst Samuel, iii. 1. but these 

Moors do not obey that part of the law of Moses; " Thou 

shalt not plough with an ox and an ass together." See .2.2d 

chapter of Del1teronomy, 10th verse, except by sometimes 

substituting a cow instead of an ox. This, I imagine, was 

the primitive ploRgh, or something very near it, and the first 

method hit upon for tlsing it. 

I have also promised to treat of the primitive churn, and 

manner of making butter, which is simply this. The Arabs, 

or people who inhabited the country lilear the rixer Eu-
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phrates, . as long ago as the time of Abraham, the father ()f 

the Je\\'s, aud probably much eat'lier, knew. the use of the 

camel, and actually kept him in a. domestic state: they 

would yery naturally feed on its milk, and they, no doubt, 

in those lIays, made use of the same means to carry their 

milk about with them, that the wandering Arabs do at pre­

sent-that is, whatever milk is left of what the family has 

been using over night or in the morning, ' is put into a goat 

skin, or some other skin, and 'slung on a camel to serve for 

drihk in the heat of the day-thus equipped, they set ofl' 

together: and wheri they stop to take refreshment or to 

pitch their tent, they find a lump of butter in the milk; for 

the violent and continued agitation occasioned by the heavy 

motions of the camel, has churned, or forced it to produce 

butter; this simple method w~s suggested to my·mind by 

seeing a lump of butter in myoId master's milk bag, 

when we were wandering on the Desert-this rhust; without 

doubt; have been the · first · mode found out by chance, of 

making butter; for what reason would he have, who had 

never seen such a th.ing as ' butter, for supposing milk 

could be' converted into that substance, more tl\an any 

other fluid? 

The country of Suse, altogether, resembles the narroVl' 

country as described in Holy Writ, called the land of Ca­

naan: its vast number of small cities, or rather castles, with 

3K 
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high and strong walls, with gates aNd bars, each under it'S 

()wn sovereign; ,must be similar to the cities there described, 

as taken and destroyed by the Jews, (together with their 

kings,) SOOI1 after they emerged fn)m the deserts of Arabia, 

I'I11cler the c0mmand of their chieftain and prophet, Joshua, 

and have, doubtl~ss, been constructed for the same purpose, 

i. e. to guard against the irruptions of the wandering inhabi­

tants of the contiguous deserts, &c. The inhabitants are 

brave and warlike-all well armed with single-barrelled 

muskets, stocked and mounted in the Moorish manner, and 

with Moolish l@cks; they have also knives, daggers, scimi­

t!lJrs, al\ld \sworms, and al:e the best ofhors6rnen; they seldom 

@r ever go out of their l~'ttle cities lmarmed; but hk;e ,the 

wandel'ing A.~·ab on the DeS611:, they are completely eGluipJ!ied 

either for offence or defence, even when they go to visit their 

,nearest friends. They are said to be, like tl~e Arabs, warm 

and sincere in their friendship; in their enmities implaoa­

ble, cruel,. al)d revengeful; and in ,trade, cunning ancl , de­

ceitful. 

The' whole number of inhabi,tants in Suse, iQcluding white 

and black slaves, is es1iimated at near one million: they are 

all strict {lbservers of the :Mohammedan doctrine !lind cere­

monies, and appear to be enthusiasts in rehgi@n, th(;lUgh 

like the Moors they are lilot generally taught tme arts of 

reading and writing, and are in coB,sequenc€ c(!}nsidered by 

the wandering Arabs much beneath them in acquirements, 
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as well as in point of natural abilities. Their language is the 

corrupt Arabic, not easily understood by the Arabs of the 

Desert, who pretend to speak and write that ancient and 

beautiful language ill its greatest pUFity. 

. . 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Some account of an insurrection in MOI'occo-the Bashaw of 

Swearah is seized and put in irons-change of Govemors­

the Jews are forced to pay their tribute or tum Mohamme­

dans-their treatment by the Moors-a Jew burial-a cir­

cumcision-a Jewish priest an'ives from Jerusalem-the 

author obtains fi'om him some account of the pI'esent Jerusa­

lem and its inhabitl!nts, and of the method pursued by the 

priests for getting money from the Jews in Eut'ope and in 

Bm'bary-a Moorish execution and maiming-of the Jews 

in West Bm·bury. 

THEI~E had been an insurrection III the province of Du­
quella the last year, (1815,) which had spread itself into the 

province of Abdah and Siedmah, and was said to have 

originated from a false report of the Emperor's death. The 

governor or bashaw of these provinces, whose name was 

Mohammed ben Absedik, resided in SWearah, and had been 

a bashaw and a man of great pQwer during nearly the whole 

reign of Muley Soliman, the present Emperor-he was the 

officer before whom I was carried on my arrival at Swearah, 

~r Mogadore. I was informed that he had used all the 
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means in .his power to quell this insurrection, but could not 

succeed until the Emperor joined him w.ith an army of thirty 

thousand men, when a most ,desperate battle was fought, 

which terminated in the destruction of more than fifteen 

thousand of the rebels, and the remainder were reduced to 

unconditional submission. The whole of their flocks, herds, 

and substance, fell into the hands of the Sultan, or rather his 

'black troops, ' who showed them not the least mercy, but 

seized on . the , wretched fugitives wherever they could ·be 

fou,nd" massacred many thousands, and . carriedc those that 

remained ,'of the revolters, with their families,,into :the pro­

,vinces that had not rebelled, where they were distributed as 

slaves . 

. This_war. being thus terminated; l\1:Qhammed ben Absedik 

had ret\lrned , in triumph to M6gadore, or Swearah, a f€w 

days previs>usly to my arrival there, when .he -caused pr€sents 

.to be 'made to him, 'as if. he .had taken possession of,a new 

,government. _J In th~ mean tjme the death of the Sultan's 

first minister, natnecl Ben Slowy, was announoed ;~he had 

,been the firm friend of Mohammed ben Absedik, and with the 

-aid .of Muley a Tea, .(the Sultan's princely-tea mak€r,) wh0 

was always.a40ut Jhis perSon, managed the whole ' affairs of 

the Moorish empire. Ben Slowy being' dead, and :Muley fiT, 

,Tea sent ,to Fez to tra~sact , the ·i:m.perial business in that 

Huarter, the , enemies :of Mohammed ben . A bsecilk (for he 

chad been long in power,,_ and_bad_a ,host of them) round 



means to transmit · heavy complaints tO 'the Sultan against 

him (Ben AlDsedik) and his administration, who perceiving 

the cloud Joweriag upon mm, set out for Morocc@ about the 

gO~h .ofrNovember, 11815,; hoping, by an early interview' with 

the Emperor;' t(i) dispel the ·iJ.npeIilding storm-he had only 

peen gone fr.am Mogadore' or Swearah f(mr days, when late 

in the evcnmg a new governor arrived, -accompanied by. six 

hundFed h(;)rscl'Ilfm. The gates had been 8h\dt for the night,; 

the brIDther of the Bashaw'l-oas civil governor of the city and 

pOlt: the Empenilr'.s order was seLlt to him over the wall :­

the gates were soon opened and,the new go:vernor, or Alcayd. 

entered amidst the general .alld joy-ful acclamM-ions of the 

inhabitants, both Moors and Jews. These ignorant and 

discontented people (ever fond of change) flattered them­

selves that this arrangement would be for the better, and in 

the morning all ·weve ready to 'prefer complaintsagailllst their 

former g0vernor, when they. waited on ,the1 new Jone, and 

made their' customaJJ:y presents, _ This governor ,took eha'Fg~ 

of the civil affairs of the city; aaad'llne ,custem-h0use1 in the 

room of Ajjh Hamet, «;n' Hamet thit pilgrim',) 'the Bashaws 

I.o>rother, who was ordered to llepair with his. family to -Mo-

1'0COO, and set ontl for that €itY-llhe lile-~t, day,,,aocomFlaaie'd 

by a strong guard of black tro<ips; 

. In the evening of the same day a commander of the 

troops, or military governor, allrivedo: ,he was .a black ma:n~ 

and had three hundred,h(l)l1semen, for an esemrt; a:Uj of,-tlhe 
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:same colour: -he was received with considerable pomp, and 

took on himself the immediate command. vVe now learned 

that Mohammed ben Absedik had been put in irons on his 

arrival at _ Morocco, and sent off to Fez, alild that all his 

property was seized by order of the Sultan as ~oon "as it 

could be found: "new lords, new laws," says the old adage. 

A sInail vessel had arrived from Gibralta~'-no goods eould 

be landed-new duties. were annonnced, am.d new regula­

tions, by which no vessel was allowed to be supplied with 

. provisions except for daily consumption.: the duties and 

impositions to be paid every day amounted to more than the 

first cost of the articles consumed. 

The Moors who had rejoiced at the faU 'of the old Bashayf 

and civil governor, or Alcayd, soon changed th€ir tone, and 

began to wish them back agalin-all the Moors in the to,VIl 

up to that time were considered as -imperial soldiers or 

sailors, and ae<;;ordingly J'eceived a 'montlily allowance out 

of the Beetle meli, or treasury: this was now ordered to be , 
stopped from the white Moors; but that all the black Moors, 

01' negro troops, should be paid double: new officers were 

appointed; and many of the old ones c@nfined and sent to 

Morocco, or despoiled of their property. The Christian 

merchants residing , there, four iB. nmmber, were obliged .to 

make costly presents to the new gm'ernor. The Christians 

~re, William Willshire, Esq, my deliverer, ,of the' house o£ 

Dupuy and Willshire, the most respectable there in point of 
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property, as well as' on every other account;-Don Estevan 

Leonardi, an old unfeeling man, and his nephew, Don Anto­

nio, French; Portugueze, and Genoese Consular Agents;­

Don Pablo Riva, a respectable Genoese, and, Alexander 

W .. Court;' and Mr. John Foxcroft, fOimerly respectable. 

The Jews that were oveljoyed at the recent change, soon 

turned their jey into mourning, when they received, a day 

or two after, an order to pay their Gazie7', or yearly tribute, 

to the Sultan: the order was for about three thousand five 

hundred dollars, . including expenses, (for the ' Moor who 

brought the order must be paid,) in a gross sum to be raised 

directly: the gates of the Jews' town, or MiIIah, were im­

mediately 'closed upon them, nor were any suffered to go out 

until the .money was· forth coming. 

The whole number of Jews here does not probably 'exceed 

six thousand souls, and they are very poor: the priests soon 

convened · them in their synagogues, and apportioned the 

tax ' according to their law=-they were classed thus: the 

four Jew merchants, Ben Guidalla; Macnin, Abilbol, and, 

Zagury, formed the first class, and I was told their share 

was two thousand dollars or mere: the few petty traders the 

second, the mechanics the third, and the lowest order of 

miserable labourers the fourth class: the priests and Levites 

(who are a great proportion of their number) were of course 

exempted, as the otheF classes support them at all times: 

not ,a Jew, either man, woman, or child, was allowed to go· 
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out of their town for three days, except they were wanted 

by the Moors or Christians to work, and not then without 
./II 

an order from the Alcayd. 

During this period I visited the Jew's town several times, 

but never without seeing more or less of these miserable 

wTetches knocked down like buJ.:locks by the gate-keepers, 

with their large canes, as they attempted to rush past them, 

when the gates were opened to procure a little water or food 

for tl~eir hungry and thir~ty families. On the fourth day, 

when the arrangements had been. made by the priests and 

elders, they sent wora to the governor, and the three first 

classes were ordered before him to pay their apportionment. 

I knew of it, because I was informed by Mr. Willshire's 

interpreter and broker, who was a Jew of considerable 

understanding, named Ben Naho7"y-he was one of the 

{;ommittee of arrangement to wait on the governor. I 

wished to see the operation, and went to the house of the 

Alcayd for that purpose. The Jews soon appeared by 

classes-as they approached, they put off their slippers, took 

their money in both their hands, and holding them alongside 

each other, as high as the breast, came slowly forward to 

the talb, or Mohammeda,n priest, appointed to receive it; 

he took it from them, hitting each one a smart blow with 

his fist on his bare forehead, by way of a receipt for his 

money, at which the Jews said, Nahma Sidi, and retired to 

give place to his companion. 

S L 
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in high style; are absolute in the J ews' town, and manage 

nearly all the English trade at Mogadore: at present, their 

stores are allowed to be kept in the fortrcss part of the town, 

or el Ksebbah, where Guidalla and Macnin are permitted 

to reside and stay at night, by paying a handsome sum to 

government. 

I had the pleasure to see two brigs arrive from England, 

and to receive a letter from Mr. Simpson at Tangier, and a 

kind letter from Mr. Sprague at Gibraltar, which are before 

mentioned and inserted. Two days after the arrival of these 

vessels from London, the one commanded by Captain 

Mackay, and the other by Captain Henderson, I went down 

to the water port to see these gentlemen when they should 

land in the morning: on my arrival there" I saw a great con­

course of soldiers, and on inquiring the cause, found that 

an execution was about to take place, and some malefactors 

were the same time to be maimed. The governor arrived at 

this moment, and the prisoners were driven in with their 

hands tied: 'the order for punishment was read by the Cadi 

or Judge, and the culprits told to prepare 1>hemselves, which 

they did by saying, Hi el Allah Sheda ll/{ohammed Rasool 

Allah, and worshipping. They were then made to sit down 

in a line upon their legs on the ground: a butcher then 

came forward with a sharp knife in his hand; he seized the 

first in the line on the left, by the beard, with his left hand; 

two men were at the same time hold-ing the prisoner's hands: 

,3 I, 2 



444 RILEY'S SHIPWRECK, 'AND 

the butcher began cutting very leisurely with his knife round 

the neck, (which was a very thick one,) and kept cutting to 

the bones until tbe flesh was separated; he then shoved the 

head violently from side to side, cutting in with the point of 

the knife to divide the sinews, which he seemed to search 

out among the streams of blood, one by one : he finally got 

tne hllad off, and threw it on a mat that was spread to re­

ceive the mutilated limbs of the others. There were eight 

more who were sentenced to lose a leg and an arm each, 

and nine to lose only one ar:m. The butcher began to am­

putate the legs at the knee joint, by cutting the flesh and 

sinews around witn his knife, which he sharpened from time 

to time on a stone: he would thell part the joint by break­

ing it short over his knee, as a butcher would part the joint 

in the leg of an ox. Having in this manner got off the leg, 

and thrown it on the mat, he proceeded to take off the arm 

at the elbow, in the same leisurely and clumsy manner; 

he seemed, however, to improve by practice, so that he 

carved off the hands of the last eight at their wrists, in a 

very short time~this done, they next proceeded to take up 

the arteries, and apply a plaster, which was soon accom­

plished by dipping the stumps into a kettle of boiling pitch 

that stood near, or something that had the same appearance 

and smell. Is not this last circumstance an improvement in 

surgery? They then carried the lifeless trunk and mutilated 

bodies, with the head and other limbs, to the market: the 
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head and limbs were carried on amat by six men, who were 

making as much sport as possible, for the spectators: the 

'/ bodies were thrown across jackasses, and they were ex­

posed in the most public part of the market place, nearly 

the whole day. The two governors, and other officers who 

were present during the execution of the sentence, were 

sitting on the ground next to a wall, appearing quite uncon­

cerned, and were conversing gaily on other subjects. The 

Moors, who came from mere cu.riosity, did not show the 

least mark of disapprobation, or any signs of horror: they 

jested with the butcher, who seemed highly gratified with 

the part he was acting. 

I now asked Rais bel Cossim, who attended me, concern­

ing the mode of procuring an executioner, &c. &c. He told 

me, that when an order came to execute or ' maim any 

culprits, it generally embraced several at the same time, so 

as to make but one job of it: that the butchers were 'called on 

by the Alcayd or governor, and forced to find one out of 

their number to do this work: that they then made up a. 

purse agreeably to a rule, made among themselv.es in such 

cases; that is, two and a half ducats per man far cutting off 

heads, and two ducats per man for maiming; (two and a 

half ducats make one dollar, or forty c~nts per ducat ;) -they 

then question each other to know who will, accept of t~e 

money, and do the job: if no one appears willing, they cast 

lots, and the one on whom it falls, is obliged to undertake it: 



446 RILEY'S SHIPWRECK, AND 

this man is protected by the governor for twenty-four hours 

after the execution, when he is left to take care of himself, 

brave the public odium, and the revenge of the friends of 

the sufferer; or else to fly: he generally goes off the first 

night afterwards to some 0ther place, and Rever returns: his 

wife, if he has one, can be divorced from him by applying 

to 1Jhe Cadi or Judge, and swearing, that as her husband has 

served as an executioner, she is afraid to live with him, lest 

he should be tempted to commit some violence on her, in a 

similar way. 

The butcher who acted on the present occasion, .was a 

voluntary executioner for forty-eight ducats, and he de­

camped the next night, leaving, as I was informed, a wife 

and seven children to shift for themselves: he was poor, and 

carried away his wages of death with him. lVIr. Willshire 

and Don Pablo Riva confirmed this statement. 

Taking a walk roUlild the walls of the city one day, to 

make obseFvations on it at low water, in company with lVIr. 

Savage, and being escorted by a lVIoor, in order to protect 

us from insults, we came to the Jews' burial place: it is 

situated a little without the walls, and on the north side of 

the city, near the ruins of a couple of wind-mills, which I 

was informed, used to do all the grinding for the city; but 

this work is now performed in the town by horse-mills. On 

our approach, we observed a great concourse of Jew women, 

and heard a great outcry; curiosity led us to the spot 
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where they were collected; here was a newly dug grave, 

and the dead body of a man lying on the ground near it, 

enyeloped in a cotton wrapper, with his face partly covered ; 

some men were busied in clearing out and preparing the 

grave ; others had brought and were bringing lime, mortar, 

and stones, to fill it up with; whilst upwards of one hundred 

women were standing in a circle eastward of the grave, 

howling in an extraordinary manner. On a nearer approach, 

I observed about a dozen 'Vomen in tattered garments, who 

formed an inner circle. As I gazed with pity on this spec­

tacle, these twelve women, who were before quiet, seemed to 

be seized with a sudden paroxysm of grief, and they began 

to approach each other with their hands uplifted above their 

heads; stretching the palms towards each other's faces, and 

commenced howling, at first moderately, but which soon 

increased to wailings the most violent, and yellings that it is 

impossible to describe: they tore their faces with theiT long 

finger-nails, and made the most hideous contortions of their 

features: the mania was now communicated to all the women 

present, who joined in the lamentation, but the others did not 

tear their faces like the twelve, who kept it up, stamping 

with their feet, and going round in their circle ; their blood 

and perspiration mixing together, ood streaming from their 

faces, ran an over their filthy garments, and dyed them red 

in streaks from head to foot : this paroxysm lasted fifteen or 

twentj minutes, when they 'were so much exhausted as to be 
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under the necessity of ceasing for a few moments, to take 

breath, when they commenced again, and went over the same 

ceremony, seemingly with redoubled vigour. The grave 

being at las~ ready, the body was put in by the men, who 

then built up over it, a wall of mason-work, even with the 

surface of the ground. The grave was dug in a direction 

north and south; the head was, placed toward the south, 

and space enough left on one side of the body to support 

the weight of the mason-work, without bearing upon the 

corpse: they next rolled a stone on it, formed of lime and 

small pebbles about two feet square, and as long as the 

grave; this they placed level on a bed of lime mortar, and 

then retired without speaking, except as much as was neces­

sary to promp(mutual assistance: the women all this time 

keeping up their howlings. After the men had retired, the 

women ceased their wailings, and seating themselves 

alongside the wind-mill, were refreshed by eating cakes, 

and drinking copious draughts of anniseed, Jew brandy, 

which had been previously prepared for the purpose, and 

they soon became as merry in reality, as they had before 

appear.ed to be s.ad. While these women were regaling 

themselves in this manner, Iobserv:ed an old woman washing 

the corpse of a child of about tw{) years old, in the surf: 

she then w:rapped it up in a dirty piece of woollen cloth, 

and carried it to a man who had been digging a hole f0r it 

in the side of another grave, where he shoved it in; pu~ 
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a flat stone before it; filled up the hole wiih stone and lime, 

and went away: one woman only attended the burial oftlie 

child, besides her who wrapped it up; and this' must have 

been its mother, as I judged from her emotions: she sobbed 

aloud, while an abundance of tears trickled down her wo­

worn cheeks. I concluded she was poor and a widow; riot 

a soul seemed to join her, or pay' the least attention 'to hei 

grief. ' After a short pause, she ,kissed the stone that covered,;, 

I presume, the remains of both her husband and child' ; ,vet 

it with her tears; wiped it with a clean white cloth she had in 

her hand, and returned weepirig, amid the brutal scoffs ' of 

the Moorish boys, as she dragged herself along towards }ler 

cheerless abode. ' The women who had assisted at the other 

burial, had by tills time e~ded their repast, and they 'went 

round amongst the graves; many- kissed their hands, 'and 

laid t11em on the grave-stones of their deceased relations, 

while others kissed the rude resemblance of a fac'e ' carved 

on the stone; others plucked up ' the weeds and 'grass that 

encroached on the grave, or replaced the earth and small 

stones which had been dug out by the rats; or broken off by 

the corroding tooth of time. 

On my way home to Mr. Willshire's house; I learned that 

the corpse of the man that was buried, was that of a Levite, 

who was poor, and had not been able for a long time to 

perfor_m the duties of his office, and was · buried by charity; 

I also 1earn~cl from Ben Nahory, Mr'-Willshire's interpreter" 

.'3 ~r 

• 
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that a priest had arrived from JerusaJem to gather th~ 

tribute paidyeal'ly by all the Jews in Barbary towards the· 

support of the few Jewish priests who are perqiitted to reside 

'in Jerusalem, by paying a tribute to the Grand Seigni9r, Ol~ 

S,dtan of the Turkish empire, and fer purposes of traffic; 

this is caned a y-oluntary .eontr~bution for the support of 

Jerusalem. All the Jews in these countries believe that their 

nation is one day to sway the sceptre of universal dominion, 

and that Jerusalem must be kept as a kind of possession 

unti,l the .time arrives predicted by their prophets, when the 

. little stone. is to be cut out without hands from the mountain. 

of Jerusalem, and is .to fill the whole earth, . This and othel: 

predictions, cel'lsta'lltly and adroitly handled by the crafty 

priests, together with the miseries inflicted on tile Jews in 
Barb!l-ry by the merciless Moots, tend to nurse their natural 

~uperstitions, and render them completely subservient to the 

will of those who are considered their: spiritual guides, and 

who r.ob them without mercy, underthe pretext of applying 

tIle money to good purposes. 

. A schooner arrived from Gibraltar under the English flag, 

though a Genoese vessel, as the Barbary powers were aJt war 

with Genoa~she brought a cargo of dry goods, iron, steel, 

cotton, &c: to. Ben Zagury, a Jew; one of his sons came 

passenger in the vessel: his name was Elie> Zagury; he was 

a yourig Jew, was dressed .in the European -fashion, had 

been educated in England, and spoke the English language 
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fluently. As soon as he had seen his father, he called on 

Mr. "Willshire, and to see me; expres'sed great joy at my 

deliverance, and invited Mr. Willshire, myself, and Mr. 

Savage, to dine with him at his father's the next Saturday: 

the invitation was accepted, because I wanted to learn some 

of the Jewish customs, and g{}t acquaint€l.d with the priest 

from Jerusalem, who was a guest in his father's house. On 

our arrival there, I was presented to the priest-he was a 

man of middling stature, dark complexion, short hair, and a 

most venerable, manly beard, that reached down nearly to 

his ceinture, or girdle: his dress was a brown striped mantle" 

that buttoned close round the neck, and fell loosely to his 

feet, on which he had a pair of black slip peri).., dowmat the 

heel, as is the custom (!)f Moorish Jews: his head was' 

covered with a camblet coloured turban, very high: in his. 

hand he held a string of very large beads, which he was 

continually counting or telling over; his mantle ' was girt 

above his hips with a brown silk girdle that took several­

turns round him; and was about six inches wide. , I ac­

costed him in Spanish, which he spoke very fluently-and 

made inquiries of him respecting the present city of: 

Jerusalem and its inhabitants. Fl'om his answers (as he was 

very intelligent) I learned that Jerusalem now contains 

thirty thousand Turks, and twenty thousaBd Jews, Armenians, 

and Greeks: that a very brisk trade is carried on there, 

principally by Jews, between it, Persia, Constantinople, and 
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Jaffa, which J,ews are permitted to reside there and trade" 

on paying a tribute to the Grand Seignior: that the language 

mostly spoken by the Jews at Jerusalem is the ,Spanish: 

that there is a convent of Christian monks near it, containing 

a number of St, Francisco's order. 

" The .:walls of Jerusalem are strong and well built: all 

religious denominations are there tolerated by paying con­

tributions, and protected by order of the Graud Seignior" 

provided they pay the soldiers well for their trouble, The 

name of this priest was Abraham ben Nassar: he said he 

~ould get 3;bout twenty thousand dollars from the Jews in 

lIhe , M(,)~Fish' dominions, and carry the amount of con­

tributions in ,gold? embarking agai.n at TaDgier for Gibraltar, 

where he, should deposit the money while he went,to England. 

Fr.ance, H<;lland, a~d Germany, for the same purpose; that 

there were six more associated with him on the collecting 

exp~editions; one of them had gone to Alexandria, and other 

parts of Egypt, to collect from .the Jews there, from whence 

he wOl!lld return by way of the different islands in the Archi­

pelago; one had sailed for Tripoli, who wou,ld, take money 

from. the , Jews ,there and at Malta; thence to Italy and 

back ; .. Ol;J.e had gone to Tunis and its various towns, and 

would gG> from thence ,t0 Sicily and Sarmnia, amd back; one 

bad gone to Algiers and the towns in that regency, and, 

would go from thence to, ancient Greece"including Venice 

anq that part of Germany bordering on the Venetian gulf; 
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one had gone over land to Russia, and would meet him i~l 

Germany, after passing through Poland, Sweden, Denmark, 

Prussia, &c. I wished to have an estimate of the sums 
I 

likely to be collected in all those places, and then he began 

to be a little reserved. However, aftet· considerable cori~ 

versation and solicitation, he one day gave me what he 

stated to be the amount of collections as per the last Feturns 

of 1813, which he had with him in Hebrew, and I set it 

down as he interpreted, after he had first brought tae several 

sums into Spanish dollars; it made up in the countries 

already mentioned, five hundred and eighty thousand dollars: 

this was exclusive of the expenses of collecting and travelling 

out, and returning again to Jerusalem. Many individuals 

of the priests also came from Jerusalem to Barbary" begging 

'on their own account. Out of this fund a yearly tribute is 

paid to the Grand Seignior, besides impositions in the form 

of presents to the Turkish officers; and the remainder serves 

to support the priests, 'who 'are very numerous in Jerusalem, 

and for commercial purposes: thus the sltperstitiQll and 

credulity of the ignorant Jews in all Europe and Africa, as; 

well as 'in Asia, are made subservient to the purposes of the 

priests and elders of that singular people, who still reside, 

by permissiQn, at Jerusalem. , 

The city of Jerusalem lies from forty miles east of Jaffy~ 

a small port on the Mediterranean sea: from thence t~ 

JerusaJem the road is good, and the priest told me he had; 
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walked the distance in two days. Jaffy is_the port anciently 

called Joppa: it has a small town and fortress, and con· 

sider-able trade with Jerusalem, the islands in the Archipe­

lago, and with Egypt, and some with Malta and Italy: here 

the Jewish priests who are sent out on begging expeditions, 

embal~k. and return by way of the same place, generally 

in Greek vessels of small burden, but very well built and 

manned. 

The priest asked me many questions respecting America, 

of which he knew but very little, and thought it was a wil. 

dem.e5s or a desert. After I had put him right in regard to 

those points, and informed him we had many Jews in Ame:­

rica, where they_enjoyed every kind of privilege in common 

with people of other religions; that they eould hold landed 

estates, &c. and that many .of them were very rich, he 

declared that as soon as he should have finished his present 

tour, wmch would stilL detain him mone than ·a year, he 

woulld try to obtain leave to visit America, and collect the 

dues there. I informed him that 0111' Jews were ilQot so 

superstitious, nor in ·such bad Fepute as those in Africa or 

Europe, where they were 10Dked I:llpon .as a set of sharpers 

and villains: "That may be, (said he,) but if they are Jews,_ 

they must conform to the laws of Moses, and must contri­

l;>.Il!te towards the support of those of their nation who reside 

in the Holy Land, in order to be ready for the future con~ 

quest of Jerusalem, which would be the fulfilment of God's, 
.. 
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promise to. his peo.ple." I asked him in what mamuer they 

co.llected this co.ntributio.n ?-and he to.ld me, that" having 

letters fro.m the chief priest and elders at Jerusalem, the Co.I­

lecto.rs (who. were always priests) were kindly received and 

well treated by all Jews wherever they came-that so.o.n 

after thei1' arrival in any place where synago.gues are esta­

blished, they co.nvene all the Jews to.gether, and having laid 

befo.re them the autho.rity by which they make the demand, 

they then proceed, with the assistance o.f the priests and 

chief J e.ws o.f the place, to. class them, and apPo.rtio.n the 

sum to. be raised amo.ngst them acco.rding to. their ability­

when that is do.ne, the tax must be paid witho.ut delay-it 

takes up six o.r eight mo.nths time to. make up the sums and 

finish the collectio.ns in the empire o.f Mo.rocCo.." 

The Jews in West Barbary are as co.mpletely under the 

contro.l o.f the Mo.o.rs, as if they were slaves, tho.ugh they 

fancy themselves, in some measure, fi'ee ~ even theil' dress is 

regulated by a Mo.o.rish law: that o.f the men consists o.f a 

shirt, witho.ut a co.llar, and wide pettico.at drawers that co.me 

tight belo.w the knees- the sleeves of the shirt, which are o.f 

the full breadth, o.f co.arse muslin do.th, fall a little belo.w 

their elbo.ws, and ~re no.t plaited in any way, but hang flo.w­

ing;-they wear abo.ve the shirt, a jacket with sho.rt sleeves 

to. their elbo.ws-the jacket is generally made o.f green Wo.o.l­

len clo.th, with a small co.llar, butto.ned tight round the lo.wer 

part o.f ·the neck,; it is so.metimes wro.ught with needle-wo.rk 
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from ,the eollar to the waist in front, with which, and small 

.round buttons, made from the same materials, it is almost 

covered: they hook this together with wire hooks, and again 

over" this, (those who can afford it,} have a black cotton 

"pmntle, which comes over their shoulders, .and falls down to 

-the calves of their legs-this is so contrived, that one end 

can be thrown over the left shoulder in >l'\~ch a manner as to 

.discover the drawers: they are girded with sashes of various 

colours over the mantle round about their loins: they weal' 

long beards, and black woollen caps on the back part of 

their heads, leaving the forehead uncovered, which is shaved 

often, and kept smooth. The four merchants that lived ill 

Mogadore wore eoloured-silk handkerchiefs on their heads, 

covering their caps, and tiedloosely under thei~ chins: they 

all go bare-legged, and wear " black slippers on their feet, 

(as the luxury of coloured slippers is .forbidden them.) In 

riding, they were formerly restricted to the ass alone, but 

now they use mules, which they are not, however, allowed 

to mount or ride within the gates of the city. When Jews 

-or J ewesses !ire about to pass a mosque or place of worship, 

they must take off their slippers", and carry them in their 

hands, going barefoot past it, and that too, until they enter 

another street. 

The dress here described is that of the wealthy who can 

afford it, but the greater part of the Jews in West Barbary 

are poor, miserable, and covered with rags. A Jewess of 
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the first class is clad with a shirt made of muslin, that is 

very wide; the sleeves, not less than a yard, hang loosely 

down to the elbow, when the two hinder parts are doubled 

and fastened together behind their backs; the bosom of this 

shirt is wrought with fine needle-work on both sides; it 

laps over before, and covers part of the breasts; a white 

waistcoat, wrought in like manner, is superadded; the 

lower extremity of this is covered by a wrapper, in form of 

short petticoats, wrapped round above the hips, afl'd just 

laps over in front; this is commonly made of gre6'.a broad 

cloth, and falls down below the knees; the two lower cor­

ners in front are covered with a fancifully cut piece of red 

broad cloth- the whole is fastened together by a girdle 

round the hips, to which are suspended behind a number of 

red woollen cords of different lengths, hanging down with a 

piece of plated silver, or other metal, bent round each at its 

lowest end; these make a kind of tinkling when they walk 

by, striking against each other. Their hair is long, coarse, 

and black, and the principal part turned up, and fastened 

on the top of the head, while two small braids from behind 

each ear, are attached together at their extremities, and fall 

down to their girdles. 

Married women of the first class cover their heads with a 

flowing silk handkerchief, Both married and single women 

are extremely fond of ornaments, and are generally corpu­

lent; they wear amber and pearl necklaces, with golden 

3N 
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hearts, set about with fine diamonds and other precious 

stones; many other ornaments are also hung to their neck­

laces, which are frequently connected by golden chains; 

they wear silver or gold bracelets ar0und their wrists and 

andes, from one to two inches wide, enriched with enamel 

and precious stones. I examined several of tlQese ornaments; 

they are made of the finest gold, silver, and stones, and the 

best amber; the weight of the four bracelets on the wrists 

and aneles of a young girl, (a broker's daughter,) was four­

teen elUnces, and they cost, together with her necklaces, ear 

and finger rings, and other ornaments, ab0ut two thousand 

dollars. Those of the Jews who can get money are exces. 

sively fond of ornamenting their wives and daughters, and 

setting off their charms to the very best advantage; for it is 

their interest to do so; but there are very few of them that 

have the ability to do it; not more than twenty Jews in 

Mogadore can afford this expense; and but few of the rest 

can furnish their wives and daughters with bracelets of even 

base metal, washed over with silver or gold; yet every 

woman feels as if she were naked, without some ornaments· 

of this description. 

The Jews are forced to live in a town by tkemselves, 

called el Millah, but the Moors enter it whenever they 

choose, withoat the smallest l1estraint, and go into their 

houses without any ceremony, where they take· whatever 

liberties they please ' with their wives and daughters. If a 
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Jew happens to be in the house, the Moor either drives him 

out, or hires him to absent himself, or keep the door, which 

latter is commonly the case. The Moor compliments the 

woman, and no Barbary Jew thinks it a disgrace to wear 

antlers, provided they are gilded, for if he should set about 

seeking redress, he could never obtain it. Should a Jew 

attempt to resist a Moor oh any occasion, he is sure of 

getting a sound drubbing, and as his testimony cannot be 

taken against a Moor, any more than that of a negro slave 

in the West Indies and the Southern States 0f AmeriGa, c~n 

be given against a white man; he is forced to pocket every 

affront, and content himself with getting all the money he 

can from the paramour; so that to a Jew, a handsom~ wife 

or daughter in Barbary, while young, ensures to her husband 

or father a competence, and of course, a consequence among 

his brethren. 

The Jews' Sunday begi~s on Friday evening at sunset, 

after which time no Jew can even light a candle or lamp, or 

kindle a fire, or cook any thing until Saturday night, at the 

same hour, so that they heat their ovens on Friday; put in 

their provisions before night, for their next day's meals, and 

let it stand in the ovens until Saturday noon, when it is 

taken out, and set on the table, or on the floor, by Moors, 

whom they contrive to hire for that purpose. Every Jew 

who can afford it has brass or silver lamps hanging up in 

-his house, whiGh are lighted on Friday, and Dot· extinguished 

3N.2 
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until Sunday morning: they burn either olive or argan oiL 

Their prmcipal and standing Sunday dinner, is called 

\ skana,h; it i~ made of peas baked. in an oven for nearly 

twel~ty-four hours, with a quantity of beeves~ marrow-bones, 

(having very little meat on them,) broken to pieces over 

them: it is a very luscious and fattening dish, and by no 

means a bad one: this, with a few vegetables, and sometimes 

a. plum-pudding, good bread, and Jews' brandy, distilled 

from figs and anniseed, and bittered with wormwood, makes 

up the repast of the Jews who call themselves rich. The 

POOF can only <Lfford skanah aud barley-bread on their 

Sunday, and live the rest of the week as they can. They 

mak~ no scmple of offering for money their wives and 

daugmters, who are voluptuous in the extreme; they will 

furnish their customers with every facility required.) and 

often even boast of the quality and merits of their wives' 

paramourS. The men and boys attend their synagogues, 

<on their Sundays,) of which there are twelve in Mogadore; 

but these are no more than small rooms, where all join iIi. 

jabbering ove. prayers in Hebrew, as fast as they dw speak, 

everyone in his own i1(Ltural tone of voice, making, alto­

gether, a 1l10st barbarous kind of jargon, 

The Jewish women arc considered by the men as having 

no ~ouls, nor. are they. allowed to enter the synagogues but 

once a year, nor do the women partake of their sacraments. 

The sacraments consist of bread and wine, and of circum-
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cision. While in Mogadore, I attended a Jewish circum­

<:lSlon. The child being ready, and the friends present, the 

priest tool) hiJ;l.l on his left arm, having a pair of silver tongs, 

in his left hand, with which he guaged and prepared the 

parts, and performed the operation with a sharp knife he 

had in his right hand, cutting off a piece of the flesh, as well 

as all the foreskin; this appeared to, me to be a painful and 

cruel operation, and it made the infant scream out most 

piteously. The Jews circumcise at the age of eight days, 

and the lV[oors and. Arabs at the age of eight years: the 

Arabs cut the foreskin and flesh off square, as well as the 

Jews; but with the Arabs, as I have before observed, it is a 

preventive of disease, and not a. religious rite. 

During my journey. towards Tangier, wl1en we put up at 

Saffy, dm:ing the Jews' Sabbath, having two Jews in com­

pany, who had friends or relations in that place that enter,­

tained them, and furnished a supper; before eati.ng they 

brought forward a cup in. the form of a tankard, and some 

white bread, in which some green herbs had b~en chopped 

up, and mixed with it before baking: they all arose at once, 

formed a circle round the supper dish, consisting of boiled 

fowls, which was set on the floor, and when standing,. all 

began to chant over their prayers in Hebrew,. a.s fa,st as they 

could speak: there were abaut twenty in all, relations and 

visitars. As I was igp;arant .of the Hebrew language, wbic~ 

fhei-spoke, and which l , I am told, differs materially fralJl. 
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that taught in the schoots and colleges of our-country, I 

Gould not join with them. This chant, discordant enough to 

be sure, took up at least a quarter of an hour. ~hen they 

were about to finish, they passed round the bread, of which 

each one took a piece, and not to be singular, I took one 

also, and ate it. After saying over a few more words, they 

handed round the cup to all, and each took a driak, keeping 

up their chant all the time-when it came round to me I 

took it and drank a little: it was wine, made by steeping 

dry raisins in water, and to me not very palatable, being 

somewhat sour and bitter. After the cup had gone round, 

all turned their faces to the east, bowed thrice, bending their 

bodies more than half way to the ground, still going on 

with their chant. As soon as they had done worshipping, 

they resumed their places round the dish, seized each other 

by the hand, giving it a convulsive grasp, and stamping at 

the same time with their feet; this terminated the ceremony. 

The chant being finished, all took their seats around the 

dish as near as they could get, on their legs and on the 

floor, having first washed their hands; some vigorously 

seized the boiled fowls, which they soon carved, by pulling 

them to pieces, and then passed those pieces To~nd to the 

company. Their bread was made of barley-meal; this they 

dipped in the dish, after each bite, and called it a sop: the 

gravy in which they dipped their bread, was the liquor in 

which. the fowls had been boiled, mixed with vinegar. This 
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was on Friday evening, January the 6th, 1816, about 9 

o'clock P. M. On the next evening, they Tepeated the 

same ceremonies. After supper they amused themselves by 

singing songs in Arabic, and telling ·stories, which they kept 

up with great glee until near midnight, when, at my en­

treaty, they retired for th€ night, as I wished to get some 

rest. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Ndw ordel'S arrive from the Emper01'-Ml" Willshire is gr~ssly 
insulted by Moors-A description of the city and port of 

Swearah or Mogadore-its inhabitants, commerce, manufac­

tures, &c. 

ABOUT the last of November a courier came to Mogadore 

from the emperor to the governor, ordering him not to suffer 

a Moor to serve either a Christian or Jew under any pre­

tence whatever, or to live in their houses, under the severest 

penalty; this letter was no sooner read than the' news flew 

to every part of the town, In consequence of this order, 

Rais Bel Cossim, Bel Mooden, and a Moor of the name of 

Soliman, who had been constantly in and about Mr, Will­

shire's house, durst not return to take their leave; the life 

of a Christian previous to this was not safe, even in the city, 

without a Moor in company to ward off the insults of the 

boys and those of the Moors who were vicio.us or fanatical. 

New orders had also been given to the guards of the water­

port, not to allow anyone to go on board vessels, excep~ 

the captains and crews, without a special order from the 

governor, 
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On New-year's day Captains Mackie and Henderson, of 

whom I have before spoken, dined with Mr. Willshire; 

when they 'went down to go on board their vessels, M r. 

",Villshire and myself went to take a walk round the water­

port, it being low tide; the guards ran after us, seized hold 

of Mr. Willshire, and turning him round, bade him, in an 

insulting tone, to go back, uttering the most abusive lan­

guage; and drawing their scimitars, they threatened to cut 

him down. vVe had no Moor with us to witness this insult, 

but Mr. Willshire's spirit could not brook this indignity, and 

he rebuked these fellows in a very resolute manner, lDiddi'ng 

defiance to' them and the A1cayd, and told them that ~f they 

offered to touch him again he would revenge laimself in­

stantly, and at aNY rate would' complain to the emperor, 

and would -cause them to lose their heads for insulting a 

consul aNd a merchant. I advised him to return to the 

port, which he did; but the M oors were so enraged that 

they ran with all speed to the A1cayd, aud told him that 

Mr. Willshire had beat tl1em; that he called them hard 

names, and defied the power of the Sultan. Immedia,tely ' 

soldiers were sent after him, 'Irbo came up with us before 

we got to his house; they insisted on taking him before the 

A1cayd forthwith by force, if he would not go witbout; he 

told them, however, that he must and would wait for his 

Jew interpreter Nahory, and that then he would come; this 

answer was carried to the A1cayd, and in a · few moment~ 

30 
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Ben N ahory made his appearance, and they went before the 

Aleayd together. The AlGayd reprimanded Mr. Willshire 

for having cursed the Sultan, and advised him to settle the 

business, by giving a present to the guards, or they would 

depose again.st him before the Cadi-, which if they should 

DQ, he would be obliged to go up to Morocco to the 

emperor, and he (the governor) said he could not be an­

swerable for the result. Mr. Willshire defended himself so 

well by the help of his interpreter, who was a cunning, Jew, 

that his accusers began to lower their tone a little: he stated 

,that he had ~he Sultan's letter, which ordered the governors 

and alcayds to see his person protected from insult, as well 

as his property, and that the late order had depriyed him of 

th€ aid and evidence of a Moor, to which lie was entitled 

by that letter; he added, that he would write the Sultan an 

:account of the insult immediately, and of the villany of the 

port guards, but would not pay a blanquille, (i.e. a farthing,) 

to anyone. The Alcayd said he was ordered to protect 

him and the other Christians in the port, and WIshed them 

to be respected, blit they must respect themselves, and by 

way of an excuse, remarked that the consuls at Tangier did 

not go down with the captains that have the honour of 

dining with them, to their boats after dinner; that this was 

derogatory to the etiquette due to their office; but, at the 

same time, caHing the guards, he told them that Mr. Will­

shire was the Sultan's consul; that they must never lay it 
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finger on him; but if he should wish to go off in O)1e of the 

boats of the vessels in port, they must permit him to get into 

the boat, but prevent it from going off until they sent him 

information, in order that he might give a permit for him to 

go on board. He further told the guards that they had 

done very wrong, and if they were not careful in futUfe he 

should dismiss them. The guards were very angry, and 

said it was intolerable for a.Moor to be in,sulted with impu­

nity by a Christian dog, and that they would swear agaiust 

him before the Cadi that instant; that they did n0t fear his, 

(the governor's) power, and they would appeal to the Sultan 

and abide his decision. As they were going to the Cadi 

the Alcayd told them if they did it contrary to his orders it 

would cost them their heads, and bade them return to their 

duty immediately; and in order that there might be no, 

further complaint on their part, he would make inquiry, and 

have justice done to them as well as the consul: thus ended 

the affair, which I at first was apprehensive woul<d be 

attended with more serious consequences. Mr. W'illshire, 

however, took care to send presents to the Addals, or four 

assistants of the Alcayd, who took occasion to convince the 

Alcayd that the guards were in the wrong-however we 

durst not, go out walking or riding as formerly, but , were 

obliged to restrict ourselves to the city, and I had time to 

examine it within and round about. 

The city of Mogadore, called Swearah by the Moors and 

302 
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Arabs, or the beautiful picture, is situated on.- the Atlantic 

Ocea,n, in latitude 31. 15, (thirty-one degrees, fifteen minutes 

nortn,) and longitude 9- (nine degrees) west from London. 

It is btli'lt somewh3Jt in form of an oblong square; its length 

From north to south is about three fomths of a mile, and its 

greatest blreadth is not more than half a mile. It stands on 

a peninsula that has been recovered from the sea, which 

washes its walls on the W. N. W. and south sides every tide, 

and is sometimes completely surrounded by water at high 

spring tides. The walls are built of stone and lime, generally 

six feet thick at their base, and about twenty feet in height, 

surmounted with small turrets; and. have batteries . of .can­

non on them3Jt every angle. The walls generally are made 

of rough stone and small sea pebbles, mixed .and cemented 

together by liquid lime~mGrtar, filling up every crack solid; 

they are plastered over with this kind of stucco within and 

,yitID.out,. and. are thick, solid, very. finn and hard. On tIne 

eastenl angle as you approach the gates, there is a round 

tower built of hewn stone, thirty feet high, mounted with 

about forty pieces of brass and iron cannon, that command 

the approaches of the city on the east side, assisted by the 

four batteries on the N. E. angle, aNd a heavy battery on 

the water-port. It is divided into three ports~el Ksebah, 

or the strong and lion-like fOltress, is 1JID.e southernmost, aml 

is surrounded by a double wall on the east and south sides; 

a single wall, but very thick, next ,the ·sea, where there is a 
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strong bomb-proof battery, mounting about forty pieces of 

cannon of different calibers, and most of them are of brass; 

this is its whole defence on the seabord. Vessels of war 

might anchor, in smooth weather, within half cannon shot 

of the town in thirty fathoms water, rocky bottom. This 

town is separated hom the main town by a strong 'wall, 

whose gates are regularly shut at eight o'clock every evening, 

and not opened until broad daylight the ne~t morning. 

The Christian merchants reside in the fortress, and the four 

Jew merGhants keep their goods in it. The next is the main 

town, where themarItet is held, and where the artificers live: 

there is a very handsome square s~t apart in that section of 

the town for a grain market, surrounded by small shops, 

kept by lVIoors and Jews: . these .shops are on the ground 

floor, have a door, but no window to them, and are so very 

small. that the keeper can sit at his ease in the centre' and 

reach every article in them. 'Ehey, among other. things, 

manufacture at Mogadore large quantities of haicks; .which 

are made of woollen yarn spun by hand with a Gommon 

iron spindle, and wove in common. rough looms similar to 

such as we; made . use of, eveR in America, not more than 

fifty years ago-they throw the · shuttle by hand, and . weave 

their pieces about five yards long and six feet wide; and 

they are sold from the looms at about two dollars .each, but 

are not allowed.to be exported by sea: they. also make axes 

and U-Jany other.iron tools, su,ch .as adzes". scimitars, kniyes, 

.. 
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,&c. East of the main town, is the town occupied by the 

blacks, in a corner or kind of a triangle made by the oute'r 

waH: it is said to contain two thousand free blacks: this 

part is also walled in by itself, and has its gates shut every 

night. The negroes that are free enjoy nearly all the privi­

leges of the, Moors, being of the same religion; still they are 

not allowed to live together promiscuously. 

. The fourth division, js the Jews' town, or Milla;h: it is 
very confined, and occupies the N. W. angle of the city: the 

sea washes its outer wall every tide, and has nearly beat it 

through on the west side; it is divided from the principal 

town by a high strong wall. The Millah has but one gate, 

which is on its eastern side, near the north city gate : this is 

always strongly guarded, and has a governor or Akayd to 

adjust and settle disputes between the Jews, and between 

them and the Moors. The water-port is two hl!1lldred YaFds 

south . .of the city, withi~_ the outer-wall~this is a .wall bWlt of 

lie\vJ;l"stone, with several arches, thro1ilgh which the tide 

flows and ebbs: the wall is about twenty feet thick, and has 

~ strong battery of heavy cannon well mounted on it, for the 

defence of the harbour: it is extremely wel~ built; its arches 

are well turned, and the whole work would bear a compari­

son with an European fortress. The harbour spreads itself 

before the town ,to the south, and is shieldec<1 from the sea 

by an island about two miles long, and half, a mile 'broad, 

~>nly distlllnt from the water-port poi~t about five hundred 
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yards. Between the island and water-port, the vessels enter, 

keeping the island side close on board, until they run down 

half the length of it, when they may anchor in two and a 

half fathoms at low water, within a cable's length of the 

island, and with good cables and anchors ride safe during 

three quarters of the year; but vessels drawing over four­

teen feet water, cannot ride secure on account of the shal­

lowness of the harbour. In the months of December, 

January, and February, strong gales prevail from the west­

ward, which heave in such heavy swells round the two ends 

of this island, that what seamen call the send, or swing of the 

-sea, breaks the strongest cables, and forces all the vessels in 

tills port on shore. In the winter of 1815, an English hrig 

was driven on shore with a full cargo, and totally lost; 

another parted her cables, an~ was drifting fast towards the 

water-port, when the master and crew deserted her in their 

boat, in hopes of saving their lives; but the boat was upset, 

and all hands were either drowned or dashed to pieces 

against the rocks; the brig's cables, however, caught round 

some craggy rocks, which held her through the remainder of 

the gale, though witilln a few feet of the rocks astern. An 

American schooner's crew were also lost in this port a few 

years ago, together with her supercargo, in consequence of 

quitting the vessel, and taking to their boat, while the 

captain, who was soliciting assistance from the other vessels 

in port, was saved, and the schooner 'was also finally saved, 



RILEY'S SHiPWRECK, _'\ND 

',thoMgh' she had ' been totally abandoned ;- it is iN the winter' 

a , ",ery dalilgetous pm·t, aNti any vessel enteting it, should 

have;three good <>:a.bles a-nd anchors, t<;> 'll1oor her 'head and 

·st[ern by, and should strike 'her yalids and topm.asts imme­

diately. 

The island is call1ed Mogadore by the Eur0peans, ~nd was 

thus na-med by ,the P0rtl'lgueze or Spania-rds, when they first 

partially surveyed this coast, and thence the Europeal1 

name of Mogadore is derived for the town, and not fi;om 

tihe sanc1mary or saint-house llear it, which iIi Arabic is 

cailled Millialt. . This island serves as a State Prison fo1' the 

Moorish ~tlil.pil'€; it is fortified and strongly gnarded, COID­

riu.illy CONtaining not-less than one thousand State prisoners, 

who h.a.Y'e mostly beell Alcaydes and military men, ana who 

are frequently pardoned andrestoFed to tlieir fo,rmer PC>St5 

again; after 'a few years trial of their fortitude and patience 

ther;e in im!)ns~ Provisions are sent to the isla-nd twice a 
week ill good weather. Allcomniu<nicatiqnwith the isla-llcl 

i,s forbidden to .straNgers; under pain: of death. On, a. rocky 

POrl'llt, without tFi.e waner-port, the JIlearest to the island, 

stands a circl!lhlir battery to defemd the entrance ' of the 

harbour, all& protect tne island: on 'the- east side of tbe 

harID01llf, nea:r the Sultan's palace, there is. a1s0 a cif(~ular 

battery, well built of stmte, cailcu1ated to mount twenty g1:1ns, 

but the guns that had beem nflountecl! on, it were 4I!ken away, 

under an"impl'ession that 'they might fall into the hands of the 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 473-

Arabs, who attacked Swearah during the quarrel for the 

succession, which was terminated in the elevation of the 

present Sultan, Muley Soliman, to the Moorish throne. 

Swearah, or Mogadore, was built by Sidi Mohammed, the 

father of Muley Soliman, who spared no pains nor expense 

in making it correspond with its name: it is the only tolerable 

sea-port in the Moorish dominions, except Tangier, and the 

only one in which foreign vessels are allowed a kind of free 

trade, or one without special licenses; the houses are built 

of rough stone and lime; are fi'om one to three stories high, 

and nearly all have flat terraced roofs; the streets are narrow 

and some of them almost entirely covered with houses 

arched or projecting o,:er them, particularly in the fortress 

part; the buildings at first, it is said, were erected under the 

inspection of artisans who were brought from Europe for 

the purpose' ; it is by far the neatest town in the empire, and 

is computed to contain about thirty thousand l\ioors and 

blacks, and six thousand Jews. During the contest for the 

succession, at the death of Muley Eitzid, who reigned a 

short time after the death of Sidi Mohammed, Swearah was 

attacked by surprize in the night, and about three thousand 

of the assailants entered the fortress part over the walls, and 

actually got possession of the streets: but they were soon 

destroyed by the garrison and town's people, from the roofs 

of their houses; and the army before it, consisting of field 

MOQrs and Arabs, werg put to flight. It has been since 

.'3 p 
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visited and nearly depopulated twice by the plague, which 

spread terror and devastation in an the western palt of the 

empire. Mercantile trade was here encouraged by its 

founder, and flourished to a 'great extent; large quantities 

of wheat were sent from hence to Spain and Portugal; 

sheeps' wool and the gums were also shipped in great 

abundance; namely, gum-sandaliach, arabic, &c. &c.­

almonds, olives, dates, dried figs, and large quantities of 

olive-oil, bees-wax, and honey-aunis, cummin, worm, and 

other medicinal seeds-pomegranate peel, and many other 

drugs-goat, calf, and a few camels' skins, and camels' hair 

---,haicks for the Guinea trade, and many other articles. 

T1J.eil· imiports were bat-iron aind steel, knives, and 0 her 

cutlery, raw coHon, and many kinds of manufactUFea cotton 

goods, woolleli cloths, silks, and silk handkerchiefs, teas, 

sl!lgars, spices, gold and silver ornaments, pearls, amber 

beads, small Dutch looking glasses, Gel'man goods, platillas, 

nankeens, lumber, &c. &c. There were at one time no less 

than thirty Christian mercantile houses established there: 

the duties on imports are ten per centum, taken in kind 

when the goods are landed, except on the articles of iron, 

steel, and cotton, on which the duties are paid 1n cash at 

the- same rate: (the government allowing the importer a 

short ci'edit on the duties:) this is the duty the Sultan is 

entitled to by the Koran as tithes, or tenths, according to 

their- sacred c,;ode, fGI' he is th.e religious, as well as the 
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temporal sovereign. The duties on exports are regulated by 

an imperial order, and are not steady. 

Trade has been depressed of late years by enormous 

duties on exports, and by prohibiti0ns, so much so, that 

there are now only two respectable Christian establishments 

in Mogadore, and those who conduct them are forced to 

put up with every kind of insult and imposition: they do no 

busine$s to a profit, and must, if it does not soon alter for 

the better, quit the place altogether .. It is the policy of the 

present emperor, who is absolute, to keep the people as 

poor as possible, that they may not have it in their power 

to rebel; for a rebellious anny cannot be supported there 

without money or kept together without an immediate hope 

of plunder, and the Moorish government has very little to 

fear from a partial and ill organized insurrection, the chiefg 

of which must have money as well as bravery, and display 

good conduct or they. will soon be forsaken. The Sultan 

-commenced his system by shutting the ports of Santa Cruz, 

Saffy, Rabat, Azamore, Darlbeida, &c. and ordering the 

foreign merchants residing in them to go to Mogadore or 

Swearah, where he said they should be protected. Soon 

afterwards they began to prohibit the introduction of some 

articles, then the exportation of many-such as wool, wheat, 

olive oil, &c. and laid a duty that amounted to a prohibition 

on several other articles of exportation; when t~e people 

murmured, they were told it was a sin to trade with men who 

Sp2 
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did not follow the true and only holy rdigion on earth: that 

their prophet had strictly forbidden such traffic as would be 

liable to corrupt their morats and defile them in the sight of 

God: that this sin had been committed, and that God was 

now taking vengeanGe of his peQple by sending.the. locusts 

and-the plaglile that followed them, laying waste the country, 

and ulilpeopling so wany fine cities. 1i'hese were arguments 

which had great weight with the superstitiolil& Moors, aided 

by the plague which at that time raged with dreadful fury 

and swept off three fourths of the inhabitants of Mogadore, 

Saffy, and several other towns; the whole garrison of el 

Ksebbah on ,!,ensift river, &0. &c. Several of the Chri'stian 

merchants died! also of the plagu~,. . anp many of the most 

respectable mercantile Moors: this caused an almost 'tow 

stagnation of business, which-stagnation has been increasing, 

if possible, eVer sinGe, owing to these causes and other ·heavy 

commercial restraints imposed by the present emperor. 

, Should any of the maritime nations de.clate war against 

the Moors, Mogamore might be easily taken ana destro:yed, 

though the place could not be retained any length of time: ' 

a few sloops of war (i)f a light (iraft 0f water might enter the 

harbour and sail down neM the sOl'l1ihend of tke island-, 

where they might land troops and 'tak~ possession of it, 

whiGh being high, commands the toWN ,;' here theYl:night 

construct batteries and beat J:l0wrr its waJHsat their- leisure, 

The country near it is covered with Iiothing but drifts of. 
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sand for a distance beyond cannon shot. The Moors a.re 

very awkward gunners, though as brave as men can be, 

believing that if they venture even up to the very mouth of 

a cannon, they ca.nnot die one moment before the time 

appointed by fate, nor in any other manner than that which 

was predestined by the Almighty before they were created~ 

and even from the foundation of the world. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Of the Moqrs (]ff/,d Moorish Arabs-Feast of e:JJpiation-A 

Moorish 1'evietiJ, and sham-jight-Horsemanship-of the 

Ambian horse and his furnitu1'c. 

THE Moors are a stout athletic race of men, and generally 

of about five feet ten inches in height. They sprung from 

the Bereberies, or old inhabitants of the north and western 

parts of northern Africa, together with the descendants of 

the Carthaginians, and various GreeK and Roman colonies 

on those coasts, conquered by and commixed with the 

Arabs or Saracens who passed the Isthmus of Suez, and 

subjugated the north of Africa under the caliphs of the pre­

tended prophet Mohammed. Fez is at present the great 

capital of the empire and chief residence of the emperor, 

who is styled by the Moors and Arabs el Sultan, (the Sultan,) 

or as they pronounce it, Sooltan. Sl1se has become inde­

pendeNt of tlite Moors. The Moors are all strict followers 

of the Mohammedan doctrine, and firm predestinarians . 

.I call the doctrine Mohammedan instead of Mahometa'fl, be­

cause the name of their prophet is pronounced, both by 

the Moors and Arabs, Mohammed, and both of them pro-



CAPTIVITY EN THE GREAT DESERT. 479 

nounce their letters very distinctly, and with their mouths 

open like the Spaniards, giving to every letter its full sound; 

for though they write with characters, and d~ not know how 

to form a Roman letter with a pen, yet a person under-', 

standing letters, who hears them speak, would say they were 

perfectly familiar with the Roman alphabet, and laid more 

emphasis and stress on the letters, by means of which thej 

speak tlleir language better than any other people on earth. 

The :1\1001'8, in general, do not learn to read and write, 

but their Talbs are learned men, who take great pains to be­

come acquainted with the principles of their own and the 

ancient Arabic language, and with the laws of the Koran, 

which is held by them to be a sacred bo@k, aJnd t9 contain 

nothing but divine revelation. ' The Talbs transact all the 

business that requires writing, and serve alternately as 

scriveners, lawyers, and priests. The Moors use no bells 

for their places of worship, but in the tOWNS and cities, their 

religious houses have high minarets or steeples, with flat tops 

and a kind of balustrade round iliem: to the tops of these 

the Talbs ascend to call the people at stated times to prayers, 

and as the steeples are very high, and the Talbs are accus­

tomed to call aloud, they are heard at a great distance, par­

ticularly when all is still in the city. Their times of prayers 

are before daylight in the morning, at about mid-day, about 

the middle of the afternoon, at sunset, and again before 

they .etire to rest, about 8 or 9 o'clock in the evening. 
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The Talbs' who are on the steep1es before daylight in the 

morning commence lDy calling all the Jaithful to prayers: 

their voices souna most harmoniously, and thrill through 

the air in al' singular manner. I was always awakened by 

them myself while I staid ' at Mogadore, and often went to 

the window 'to hear them; their call reminded me qf m)' 

duty also. After they summoned all the faithful to attend 

prayers, they either rehearsed pauticular passages from their 

Bible or Koran, or sang some sacred poetry with a loud and 

piercing, but at the same time a very melodious and pleasing 

tone of voice. The Moors who live neat the places 

of worship go in, join with the Talbs and pray together, 

but by far the gI'eater number perform their devotions 

in their own r00ms,' The Talbs, I am informed, perform 

their religious duties, which are very fatiguing, merely ftom 

mot~ves of piety~they do Il0t receive the slnallest remunera­

tion either from '\the p'l'ince 0r people-in any shape or way 

whatever.:" All worship by turNing their, {aces to the east, 

and bow llheir head's in the dust like the Wiandering Arabs: 

they wash their bodies all over with water before prayers, as 

well as their hands and faces; for which F>urposes, mtuin 

the walls of their mosques or churches, they have wells or 

foulltains Of water, and large stone basins in which to bathe. 

When ,they appear before God, (as they call it,) in their 

places: of worship, they divest llhemselves of all superftuous 

ornamentS ~nd clothing, and even of their breeches; after 
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purifying ",ith ,rater, the:- wrap themseh·es decently up in 

their haick or blanket only, and go through their ceremonie5 

Witll signs of the most prof(mnd del-otion. If a Christian 

enters a 1Iohammedan place of worship, he must either 

change his religion, by haying his head sbayed, undergoing 

the operation of circumcision, and confessing there is but 

one God, and that Mohammed is his holy prophet, &c. or 

suifer in tant death-but I have ,entured to look into them 

from the street. The court leading to the mosque was paved 

with tiles, and kept yerr clean, with tone basins filled with 

pure water on each side for the purposes of purification; 

though I d~t not approach so near as to see in what man­

ner the interior part was arranged, but I was informed they 

"ere entirely free from ornaments. The "omen are not ge­

nerall: permitted to enter their houses of religious w·orship, 

nor e,en to appear in the streets, unless they are completely 

co,ered by their clothing, which going oyer their heads, is 

held in such a manner by their hands on the inside, as only 

to permit them to peep out with one eye, to di"co,er and 

pick their wa:; so that no -:':Iioor or Chri,,-1:ian can ee their 

mc _. In the streets, the: are ,err eldom seen, and are so 

extremely flesh:, that tL">ey "addle, rather than walk along. 

like fat and clumsy dueL. X 0 },loor will marry a wife until 

she is well mtted b! her futher, and if it is not in the hus­

band·;; power afterwards to keep her in the same good case 

and sond:ition, or rather, to impro,e upon it, he is dissatisfied, 

3Q 
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and endeavours to get dear ofker, which he very often effects. 

for he will not keep a wife unless she is very fleshy, or bed 

with what he calls" a death skeleton." The women visit each 

other, and walk together on the tops of their houses, but 

~ven the husband cannot enter the room they -are in when 

uncovered, -or get a sight of his neighbour's wife or daughter, 

being strictiy forbidden by his religion to look on any other 

woman than his own wife or wives :-thus the Moors, when 

they receive company, sit down with them on the ground 

outside of their houses, where they converse together; but" 

notwithstanding all these precautions, as the women are very 

amQrous, they manage to introduce their gallants by means 

of the female covering, and the privilege they enjoy of visit­

ing each other, and get their lovers off by the same meanS" 

undiscovered. 

The Moors go off in large numbers every year, forming a 

great caravan, on a pilgrimage to Mecca, and retun} in three 

or foUl' years ; every Moslemin being by law obliged to visit 

thetornb of his prophet once in his life-time, if he can afford 

to pay the expenses of his journey. The men who have 

been to Mecca, and returned, are dignified by the name of 

el ajjh, (01' the pilgrIm,) and the women who go and re­

turn, (for there are a few who venture,) are allowed the 

privilege of wearing the haick, or man's blanket; of walk­

ing fhe -street uFlcovered, like men, and of conversing with 

them promiscuously, as they may deem fit, being considered'-
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holy women, and as pOBs.essing souls by special grace and 

favour. Every Moor, who is born an idiot, or becomes 

delirious, is considered a saint, and is treated with the 

greatest attention and respect by everyone; is clothed, and 

fed, and taken the greatest care Gf by the whole community; 

and, do what he will, he cannot commit a crime in the eye 

of their law. 

Soon after my arrival at Mogadore, about the 15th of 

November, 18l5, the feast of expiation was celebrated by 

the Moors, at which every Mohammedan is by law obliged 

to kill a sheep, if it is possible for him to procure one; if' 
not, each ]rills such other animal as he can obtain: the rich 

(if liberal) kill a number proportioned to their wealth and 

inclination, and distribute them amongst their relations, or 

the poor who have none to kill. Rais bel Cossim (i. e. Cap­

tain bel Cossim) kil1ed seven sheep; they had been bought 

long before, and were well fatted for the purpose: the first 

day of the feast was spent in visiting, and in giving .and 

receiving presents or gifts; and the second in military 

parade. On the morning of that day, I accompanied 1\11', 

Willshire to the top of a house, formerly occupied by a M1'. 

Clliappi, deceased, who was the Portugueze Consul at 

.Mogadore, for many years; this house was, before it went 

. to decay, the largest and ~ost elegant in that city; it stood 

near, and overlooked the eastern wall; from that place, we .. 

~aw from thirteen to fifteen hundred Arabian horses, ..fleet as 

3 Q.2 
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the wind, and full of firc; mounted by Moors and Arabs, 

who sat on strong Mool'ish saddles that came up high before 

and behind, covered with rich quilted scarlet broaOcloth .. 

Tluey were pamded between the outer and main walls of the 

city-the horsemen were drcssed with red caftans or vests, 

not generally worn by them, except on great occasions; 

these were covered with worsted haicks, wove transparent 

like bunting for ships' flags ; each rider was aTmed with a 

long Moorish musket, and had a knife or scimit9r hanging 

' loosely by his side; they wore on their heads, either white 

tlll'bans twisted and wound many times around, 01' a red 

cap, in token of their being regular imperial soldiers, 01' else,' 

a fold of their haick; their bridle-bi<ts were the most 

powerfl!ll of the Arabian kind, The horses were all studs, 

-and wore their whole natural qu:mtity of mane and tail un­

mutilated in any part, and consequcntly retained all their 

natural fire, beauty, strength, amI pride; each horse was 

furnished with a head-piece, resembling the stall of a bridle 

at top, and a halter below-this stall or head-piece, was 

made of the richest scarlet cord and velvet, with fringe 

hanging down over, and nearly covering his eyes, and a 

large pendulous pad of scarlet vclvet cloth under each ear; 

the neck of eaeh was adorned with a very elegant sca.rlet 

cord, having a. handsome knob and tassal underneath; these 

trappings were solely for ornament, and not for use, and 

put on before the bridle. Each had, besides, a small red 
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cord about his neck, to which was fastened a number of 

-little bags, made of fine red Morocco leather-these bags, I 

learned on inquiry, were stuffed with scraps of paper, 

covered with Arabic writing, furnished to the owner of the 

horse by jugglers; and, as they pretend, serve as a charm 

to ward off the effects of "evil eyes," or witchcraft, in 

which they all believe: the Moors and Arabs are so firmly 

attached to this superstitious opinion, that they believe both 

themselves and their horses are in imminent danger without 

this favourite cl}arm. 

The Moorish and Arabian saddle, which I cONsider to be 

the very best that can be inverued by man to keep the rider 

steady in his seat, is fastened on by a strong girth under the 

horse's belly, and by one round his breast, but without any 

crupper; the stirrups are made of broad pieces of sheet iron 

or brass, and for the most part plated with silver-the 

bottom of them is as long as a man's foot, so that he can 

shift the position of his feet in them at pleasure; they are 

kept exceedingly bright, and are taken up short and tied to 

the saddle by braided leather thongs; so that in order to 

support himself firmly in his saddle, the rider has only to 

press . his feet to the horse's sides, near his flanks; his 

knees on the lower part of the saddk; thus resting at five 

points at one and the same tim-e. The bridle is of that kind 

which win either stop the fiercest horse in an instant, Ol~ 

snap'_off his lower jaw-so that the rider has his horse under 
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the most perfect command possible. T):J.is body of hors~ 

men, thus mOl!lnted and equipped, were reviewed by the 

Bashaw and Akayd, or military and civil governors: there 

were also five or six llhousand foot soldiers assembled for the 

same purpose: these were dressed in haicks ~d red caps, 

and armed with muskets and daggers. After the review, 

the exercises began by a discharge of seventy-four pieces of 
" cannon, mounted on the different batteries about the city, 

and then followed a bnd of sham-fight, which was begun 

near the northern gate, between two bodies of infantry: 

they marched forwaJrd to the attack, and each poured in an 

irregular fire, which was supported and kept up in almost 

one comtinual blaze by successive advancing lines, until it 

seemed necessary to bhing £0rward the h€avy cavalry, in 

order to anrest the progress of a solid column of men, that 

kept slowly and constantly ad'vancing upon the opposing 

troops. The expected signal was at length giv.en: the whole 

of the cavalry was instantly in motion: jt acl.vanced in 

squadrons of about one hundred, in close order, and at 

full speed, and seemed to fly like the wind: the distance 

between the opposing forces was near half a mile: the 

horsemen shoQting loudly, "Ha,h-hah! hah-hah J" raised 

tl1emselves on their stirrups, took a deliberate aiJn with their 

long muskets, when within five yards of the enemy's lines, 

and poured in their fire whiJe going at their greatest speed. 

I expected they would inevitably dash in amongst the in-
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fantry, and trample many of them to death; but the rno~ 

ment the men had fired, they brought their horses down 

upon their haunches, and stopping them short, reined them 

instantly round, to make room for the next approaching 

squadron, while the horses of the first squadron walked stea­

dily and leisurely back, giving time for the riders to reload 

their muskets at their ease: thus furiously attacked by nume­

rous squadrons, in quick succession, and so closely, the 

infantry was soon broken and dispersed, by which means 

the cavalry remained apparent masters of the field. 

Nothing of the kind could exceed the ardour, activity, 

and intelligence, displayed by those noble looking horses­

they seemed almost to fly to the attack, and looked as if 

determined to rush through the opposing host, and trample 

it to atoms; but wheiI the riders had fired their muskets; 

and the horses were turned about the other way, they were 

perfectly calm in an instant, and walked on leisllreTy lUltil 

they were again faced round towards the enemy ; then their 

eyes seemed to kindle with fire: they pawed up the dust, 

which they seemed to snuff up into their wide-stretched nos­

trils, and into which one might see, as they then appeared, 

nearly up to their eyes-they snorted and pranced about in 

such a manner, that nothing short of. the heavy and true 

Arabian bridle could have been capable of checking or 

keeping them in subjection, and·nothing short of the Moorish 

or Arabian saddle. could· have prevented · their riders from 
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being dashgd against thg ground. Thg long spurs of the 

horsemen had gored their flanks, so as to make the blood 

stream out, which, uniting with thgir sweat, fo~med a kind 

of streaked froth, thlllt- Jilearly covering their sides, dropped 

fast upon the ground, whilst the severe working of the bit 

upon their'moulihs, caused them to bleed profusely. The 

dazzlililg of their stirFllps and anns in the sun, the rattling of 

their spms against their stirrups, aEld the clashlng of their 

arms against each other; the beautiful :ltppearanees of the 

squadrons of horses; the crackiJilg of musketry, aJild conti­

nual shou1;ings of the mock combatants, produced an' effgct ' 

truly imposing, and I was of opiJilion that no lines of infan­

try, of equal numbers, h-ow~ver well formed ana commllinded, 

would be capable of withstaJilding thei,r impetuous and 

repeated shocks, when actullilly attacked : this was truly a 

superb school for: horsemanship. 

Sidi HlIImet, myoid master, had borrewed and mounted 

Mr. Willshir-e's fine hQrse, and seemed to be in all his glory 

while 8xercising him like the others. After they had nearly 

finished the sham fight, he, together with a line of Moors, 

consisting of about fifteen or twenty, commenced their last 

camel' towards tlile enemy : they had a quarter of a mile to 

ride, and all with long muskets in their ,hands; they set off 

their horses at full speed, ~n a line, when on their seats­

then turning over, they placed their heads llpon their sad­

dles, and rode with 'their feet in 'the all', and their backs 
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towards the horses' heads for a considerable part of the dis­

tance; then regaining their seats by a sudden movement, 

they rose in their stirrups, fired off their pieces close to the 

wall, reined their horses around, and returned again to their 

post. Many of these horses were extremely fleet and beau­

tiful, and ~eemed as much to exceed in spirit, strength, and 

courage, the first-rate race horses I had ever seen in Europe 

or America, as those fine animals excel the common old 

plough horse. 

The Moors soon wear their horse'S down by hard service, 

and then put them into mills to g6nd their grain, as there is 

scarcely such a thing as a wind or water-mill wherewith to 

grind their breadstuff, to be found in the Moorish empire. 

The mares are never rid or worked, and are kept solely for 

the purpose of breeding, and I found that what I had consi­

dered as an exaggerated account ohhe good qualities attri­

buted to the Arabian horse, fell far short of his real merits; 

for, though the most proud, fierce, and fiery of the horse 

-kind, he is, at the same time, the most docile of those noble 

animals. The true Arabian horse is about fourteen hands in 

height; his body is long, round , and slender; his limbs 

small, clean, and straight; he is square-breasted and round~ 

quartered; his neck well set and slim, with a beautiful natu­

ral cunT; his head small, with a face inclining to a curve, 

from the top of the head to the nostrils, with eyes full, bright;, 

quick;- and intelligent-many of them are of a beautifu! 

SIt 
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cream colour, and frequently spotted with black, and vary 

in' colour from a light sorrel, through all the shades of bay 

and chesnut, to the deepest jet black; they are strong jointed, 

and full of sinew: they are naturally docile, and very active; 

but if they become in the least vicious, they are doomed to 

the mill for the remainder of their days. It was with much 

regret I learned that these beautiful and serviceable animals­

could not be exported from either the Moorish dominions, 

or any other of the Barbary States, without a special per­

mission, as a private favour, from the reigning prince, which 

is very seldom granted, and only on particular and import­

ant occasions. . 

The Arabs inhabiting Morocco, live in tents, in a wander. 

ing state: for the true Arabs will not be confined within 

walls, and are a distinct race of men from the Moors. They 

keep large herds of cattle, horses, camels, sheep, goats, and 

asses, making use of the milk of all the females for butter 

and for drink: they supply the cities with butter, which they 

make by the simple process of putting the milk into a goat­

skin, the hair side in, hanging it up by the legs, and shak. 

ing it by the help of a rope, by which it is fastened; when 

the butter is made, they pack it, hair and all,. into earthen 

jars that hold from two to four pounds each, and in that 

state, carry it to market without salting, selling the butter> 

jar, and all, for a mere trifle: they cultivate neady all the 

plain land that is cultivated in the empire of Morocco, (as. 
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the Bereberies till the hilly country and sides of the moun­

tains,) except the grounds in the immediate vicinity of the 

cities, which they do not approach for the purposes of agri­

cultme, those being cultivated and dressed by the Moors 

and their slaves. They live in families or sections of tribes, 

and pitch their tents in companies of from twenty to one hun-. 

dred and fifty tents, each tent containing one family: these 

tents, when pitched, are called a Douha1"; they elect a chief 

to each of these douhars, whom they dignify with the title of 

Alcayd or Sheick, for the time being: their authority, how­

ever, is rather of an advisory than mandatory kind. Near 

seed time, they remove and pitch their douhar (or encamp­

ment) near the spot they mean to cultivate, and plough and 

sow the land with wheat, barley, corn, or peas: they fence 

in some parcels of land with good high stone fences, parti.­

cularly orchards of fig-trees, but for the most part they are 

entirely open; the sowing being finished, they remove again, 

for the sake of pasture, to other parts of the same province, 

in which they continue to reside, as they cannot move out 

of a province without leave being first obtained from the Em­

peror-thus they wander hom place to place, until near 

harvest time: when they return and gather in their crops 

which they have sowed, and which are considered safe fi:om 

the flocks, herds, and hands of otlier tribes, by common con­

sent or interest, as all rove about in a similar way, having no 

fixed l~bitations .: yet sometimes one tribe sows,. and an.other 

3R2 
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reaps the fruit of its labour, but that is only <loBe by force 

of arms . 

. The Moorish Arabs are rather below the middle stature; 

of a dark complexion, resembling that between the mulatto 

and a white man, with long black hair and black eyes; they 

are strong and healthy: they wear round their bodies a 

woollen haick, which does not cover their heads, and go 

without any other clothing; their legs and feet are generally 

bare; their beards long; their cheek-bones high; their noses 

regularly hooked; their lips thin; and they are as hardy a" 

race of men as exists; perhaps, indeed, with the exception' 

of the wandering Arabs. The women wear a kind of a gar~ 

ment made of a haick, through which they tlilrust their arms 

-to keep it up-it hangs down to their knees, and nearly 'CO-" 

vers their breasts; they have a fold behind, like those living 

on the Desert, in which they carry their young children ;­

they all stoop forward very much; are treated by their hus­

bands as mere necessary slaves; are obliged to milk the 

cows, camels, mares, goats, sheep, and asses ; make the 

butter, and spin and weave the tent-cloth and clothing by 

hand for themselves and families. They both spin and weave' 

in the same manner as the Arab women of the Desert, and 

.bring all the water they use, in large pitchers on their s,houl­

,ders, let the distance be ever so great: they take care of, 

and help to draw the water for the flocks of sheep, and go~t~, 

and herds of cattle: but the men manage the camels and 
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horses. They glind their wheat and barley in their hand­

mills, which are the same as on the Desert and in Suse, as 

already described, and they make cakes, which they wast 

in the fire. The women are, in fact, complete slaves: they 

are obliged to strike the tents when they remove, and pack 

them on camels, with all the other stuff that is possessed by 

the family; to pitch the tent again, and pack away the stuff, 

&c. &c. while the men take upon themselves to lord it over 

them, and drive them, about at pleasure, only looki'ng after 

the fiocks and herds, and punishing the women and girls, if 

any are lost: the men also plough and sow the land, and 

attend to the reaping and thrashing out the corn. The sickle 

they reap with is nothing more than a knife with a blade of 

about a foot long, with the point bent inwards : the prin­

cipal part of the labour in this business, they also oblige the 

women to perform. 

Their law permits them to have seven wives, but it is 

recommended to. them by their prophet to have only one, in 

order to prevent contention in the family. When they 

increase, however, in wealth or substance, they m~ed more­

help, and instead of hiring or buying slaves, they take more 

wives; and on this economical and agreeable plan, they 

make out to manage the affairs of their household. They 

are the same race of people in appearance and manners, as 

the Arabs of the Desert, and have bartered their libelty for 

the _comforts afforded by a country susceptible of cultivation. 
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The Arabs are: said to have continued migrating gradually 

from the deserts. {tnd other parts of Arabia into Africa, ever 

since the irruptions of the first Saracens, by joining them­

selves in small numbers to the returning caravans . which go 

yeady from Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, &c. on a pil­

grimage to visit the.tomb of their prophet at Mecca. These 

caravans carry large quantities of goods with them, and 

make a trading trip of it, as well as a religious duty; and 

many of the pilgrims return home very rich for Moors. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

The pj'esent Ambs and ancient Jews compared, 

SOON after I was seized on as a slave by the wandering 

Arabs of the Great Western Desert, I was struck with the. 

simplicity of their lives and manners, and contrasted the 

circumstances of their keeping camels, living in tents, and 

wandering about from day to day, with the simplicity of the 

lives of the old Jewish patriarchs, who also lived in tents, 

had camels, and wandered about from place to place; pos­

sessed men-servants and maid-servants-that is, they owned 

slaves; but as they for the most part lived in countries where 

the soil was capable of culture, they also had flocks of sheep 

and goats, and herds of cattle, and asses; yet the patriarchs 

lived in a thirsty land for a part of the time, and were often 

in want of water, as well as of bread. My mind was also 

strongly impressed with the similarity between the patri­

archal form of government, and that prevailing among the 

Arabs at the present day, which is, in the strictest sense of the 

word, paternal; the father of each family being its supreme 

and absolute head: the wandering Arabs will submit to no 

other control, and they actually reverence their fathers and 
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'the old men of their tribe next to the Deity himself, and 

pay, without the least apparent compulsion, the most 

cheerful and implicit obedience to their orders and wishes. 

When I became more acqu"ainted with the Ambs, I observed 

that the manner qf salutation between strangers was very 

much like' that of the Jewish fathers,' as 'recorded In Holy 

Writ, and which also prevailed among the inhabitants of the 

co~ntry where they sojourned, When a stranger approached' 

an Arab's tent, he first finds out which way it is pitched;, 

then, going round until he gets ,directly in front, he draws' 

neat slowly, until within about one hundred yards, and 

stops, but always with his weapon in his hand, ready for 

defence; and then turns l~is back towards the tent: whan he 

is perceived by those in and about the tent, (who are always 

~pon the loo!{-out,) and they come forth, he bows himself 

nearly to the earth twice, and worships: upon ' I'h[ch one 

fmm the tent 'takes some water in a bowl, and advances 

to,va,l'ds hin~; this is done by the head of the fami'ly, if IQe; 

be at home, or by his ddest son: if none of the males are 

present, one of the women goes forward with her bowl of 

water, or something else'- either to eat or drink, 'if they: 

have any; if not, they take a skin, or roll of tent-cloth; to ' 

make a shelter for the stranger. As they come within a feyv. 

yards of the ISti<l>nger, they ask-" Is it peace?" and being' 

ans,vered in the affinnati'9'e, they mutually fay-" Peace be' 

,~ith you, with your father's house, your family, a!Ild all YOIl) 
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possess ;"~then touching the fingers of the right hands 

together, they snap them, and carrying them to their lips, 

l<iss them, which is the same with them as to kiss each 

other's hand ; and thence, I presume, is derived the compli­

ment now in such general use among the polite Spaniards, 

which is to say, in saluting a gentleman, " Beso de usted 

las man9s"-I kiss yopr hands; if a lady, "I kiss your 

feet." 

The Arab manner of worshipping the Deity, as I have 

already described, is by bowing themselves to the earth, and 

touching their faces to the ground : after bowing to the ground 

six times, they say, " God is great and good, and Moham­

med is his holy prophet :" . this is their confession of faith. 

After that, they offer up their petitions, that God will keep 

them under his special protection; that .he will qirect them 

in the right way; that he .willle"d them to fountains or wells 

of living water; that God will scatter their, enemies, and 

deliver them from all those who lie in wait to do them 

mischief-that he will prosper· their journeys, and e~rich 

them with the spoil of thyir enemies, &c. and they after­

wards recite some poetry, which they c.aU sacred. Since 

my being redeemed, I have been told that the form of 

worship now in practice among those people, was taught 

them by Mohammed; but as these .forms do not differ 

materially from the forms of worship practised by Abraham 

.and ~he other old patriarchs, and those of the people among 

3 s 
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whom they dwelt in the land of Canaan and elsewhere, I 

am inclineJ to believe that the artful prophet did not change 

their ancient mode of worshipping the Deity, but, on the 

contrary, sanctioned their long established custom, which 

had continued among that singular race of men ever since 

the time of Abraham; and that the only innovations or 

alterations he ventured to make in that respect, . were in 

appointing set times for performing those religious duties; 

enjoining besides, frequent purifications, by washing them­

selves with water, and thus inculcating cleanliness, so indis­

pensably necessary to preserve health in hot countries, as a 

religious duty. 

When travelliflg along the Great Desert, near ius northern 

border, we fell in with flocks of sheep and goats, which 

were kept by the women and children, who were also 

obliged to water them; and when, after our arrival in Suse,." 

while ,~e were travelling on its immense plain, and many 

small cities or towns were in sight at the same time on every 

side, with high stone walls, gates, and bars, and I learned 

that each one was independent, and under the command 

or government of its own chief, who generally styled himself 

'a prince; and when I heard the story of the destruction of 

Widnah, and other devastations committed by the wandering 

Arabs in their vicinity, I could not avoid figuring to myself 

and observing to my companions at the time, that the 

country of Suse must now resemble in appearance the land 
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of Canaan in the time of Joshua, both in regard to its 

numerous little walled ,cities; its fertile soil; and in many 

other respects; and that the frequent irruptions of the 

hordes of wild Arabs from the Desert, destroying 'and laying 

waste the country; and the cities they are able to overpower, 

bore a strong resemblance to the conduct of the ancient 

Israelites, when led from the deselts of Arabia into the cul­

tivated country near them; with this difference, however, 

that the Israelites were then particularly guided, supported, 

and protected by Divine Power, and consequently were 

enabled to act in unison, and with decisive effect against 

those small, feeble, and ill-constructed cities. 

In travelling from Mogadore to Tangier, in the empire of 

Morocco, and coming to those parts of the provinces of 

Abdah and Duquella, which are entirely peopled by Arabs 

living in tents, and in a primitive or wandering state, (their 

tents being formed of the same materials, and pitched in 

the same manner as those of the Arabs on the Desert,) I 

observed that these people were of a much lighter com­

plexion than those on the Desert; but that circumstance, in 

all probability, was owing to the climate's being more 

temperate; to their being less exposed to the rays of the 

sun, and better clothed; yet their features were nearly the 

same, and those of both bear a strong resemblance to those 

of the Barbary Jews, who also have black eyes and Arab 

noses, lips, hair, and stature, and whose complexion is but 

3s2 
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a shade or two' lighter than that of. the Moorish Arabs1 

which is chiefly occasioned by their different modes of life, 

the Jews 'all living in cities, and the Arabs in the fields; the 

Jews, however, are stouter men than the Arabs, owing, most 

likely, to the unrestrained intercourse between the lusty 

Moors and the J ewesses, &c. That these Arabs arid those 

who live on the Desert, are the same race of men, I have 

not the smallest doubt: their height, shape, eyes, noses, and 

other features, together with their customs, manners, and 

habits, being essentially the same. Between the Barbary. 

Jews and the present Arabs, there is only a slight difference 

in their religious ceremonies ' and belief, and both very' 

much resemble those forms which were folJowed by the old 

Jewish patriarchs, and their fathers and bretbren, as recorded 

in' the Book of Genesis. There is one more singuJar coin­

cidence between the customs of the old Israelites and present 

Arabs, which, though seemingly unimpOItant, I shall, never­

theless, mention. The Ambs, both on the Desert and in 

Morocco; when they have occasion to go abroad from their 

'tent, in order'to obey one of the most pressing calls of 

nature, always carry a stick or paddle with them, in ' the 

manner and for the same purpose as is mentioned of the 

ancient Israelites in the twenty-third chapter of Deuterono­

my, the twelfth and thirteenth verses. The men always sit, 

close to the ground to urinate, and compelled us, while 

slaves, to do' the same. 



-(;APTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. .501 

In journeying through the province of Duquella, I learned 

from ocular demonstration what was . meant when celtain 

personages arc described in Holy 'Writ, as having an 

abnndance of flocks and herds, &c. ,iVe stopped, and 

pitched our tent one night within a Douhar, which .I found 

in the morning to consist of one hundred . and fifty-four 

tents: they were pitched in form of a hollow square, and 

about fifty yards apart, occupying a large space of ground, 

and all of tb£lJ1Jacing in wards: hefore each of these tents, 

the owner had made his beasts lie down for the night. I felt 

a ·desire to know the munber of animals each man possessed, 

and in order to make an estimate oLthe whole .with correct­

ness, I stopped, counted, and. set down the whole number 

that lay in separate flocks before thirty of the tents nearest to 

where I was, and then made an average of their numbers for 

each tent, which were nineteen camels, eleven head of neat 

cattle, six asses, fifty-five 'Sheep, and fifty -two goats: the 

whole of the horses within the douhar, I counted separately: 

they amounted to one hundred and eighty-six. I think the 

flocks I counted were a .fair -average of the whole, and I . 

compute them accordingly; that is, two thousand nine 

hundred and twenty-six camels; one hundred and eighty-six 

horses; eight thousand seven hundred and seventy sheep; 

eight thousand and eight goats; and nine hundred and 

twenty asses:-they ha.d besides a considerable number of 

dung~.hill fowls, and a great plenty of dogs. I also counted 
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the number of inhabitants occupying fifty tents, which 

averaged, including slaves and children, nine to a tent, or 

one thousand threc hundred and eighty-six in all. 'These 

Arabs lead a pastoral life, and though the amount of their 

flocks, at first sight, appears great, yet when it is taken into 

view that their only employment is to feed cattle, in which 

consists their whole fiches or wealth, and their daily suppOTt, 

the number will not be considered as unreasonably great. 

This dOllha,· wa$ said to belong to the Sheiek Mohawmecl ben 

Abclela, a very old man, (whom I saw,) and to consist of his 

f'~\mily on~y-ifso, this Arab must have been very rich and 

poworful, even like Abraham the patriarch, who had three. 

hundred and eighteen servants born in his own house, able to 

go for h to war, (Genesis xiv. 14,) or like pious Job, who was 

pre-cminently blessed with flocks and herds, and was also, 

most probably, an Arab. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

The author ships his companions on board a vesselfor Gib1'altar, 

and sets out himself to travel by land for Tangie1'-vill'any of 

his Jew companion- Account of a g1'eat Moorish saint­

description of the country- of the towns of el Ksebbah and 

Saffy, 

IIAYING recovered my strength, so as to be able to under­

take a journey by land, and being desirous of viewing that 

part of the empire of Morocco which lies between Moga­

dore and Tangier, and also to visit the American Consul 

General residing at that place, in order to make effectual 

arrangements for the redemption of the remainder of my 

unfortunate crew, should they be yet alive, I shipped my 

companions on board a Genoese schooner that navigated 

under the English flag, bound for Gibraltar, where I in­

tended to meet them. I drew bills on my friend, Mr. Horatio 

Sprague, of Gibraltar, for the amount of cash actually 

expended by Mr. Willshire in obtaining our redemption, 

and in furnishing us with clothing, though he had given, 

both .. to me and my men, many articles of his own clothing, 
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for which he would not receive payment, nor would he 

accept of any compensation for his trouble, for our board, 

nor for the extraordinary expenses incurred in con seq uence 

of his exertions to , rendei' us eveJy . assistance, as well as 

every service-and comfort in his power, during the whole of 

our stay with him for about two months. 

Elio Zagury, the Jew whom I have before mentioned, was 

also going to set out for Tangier by land, and as my friend 

did not wish me to be troubled with the arrangements for 

provisions, &c. on the road, he agreed with Zagury, for him 

to furnish me with every thing necessary during the journey, 

eJ>cept a bed, and paid him the amount agreed on, before­

hand, which was a handsome sum. ' 

On the 4th day of January, 1816, all being previously 

prepared, the schooner sailed with ~1r.Savage, Burns, ClaFk, 

and Horace on board. After seeing her·' safe out of- the 

harbour,I went, accompanied by Mr. Willshire,- into the 

Jews'town, to the house of old Zagury, where I took my 

leave of the Jew priest before mentioned, and we proceeded 

without the northern city gate, where the J ews are permitted 

to mount their mules or asses. I then found that the mule 

on which I was to travel, was already loaded with two large 

trunks, one mattress, and provisions in proportion, and was 

told by Zagury that I must get on the top of this cargo, 

and ride the best way I could, as he should procure no 

othcr mule on my accolint. I 'was 110t at 'all pleased at this 
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plan, but my friend told me it was only a Jew's trick, and 

such a one as every man may expect to be served who has 

any dealings with those villains: he then ordered his own 

mule to be brought for me, which was ready saddled in the 

gateway, and kept there, I believe, for the purpose, antici­

pating deceit on the part of the Jew; though in this, as in 

every other instance, he endeavoured to lighten, as much as 

possible, the weight of the obligations he had laid me under. 

His mule was one of the handsomest and finest I had ever 

seen-to have refused riding it at that time, would have been 

to doubt his friendship-so I mounted the mule, and pro­

ceeded northward in company with Mr. Willshire and his 

trusty friend, Rais bel Cossim, on horseback. We rode on, 

conversing together for about two hours, along the sand­

beach, when we stopped a few moments, and took some re­

freshments. It was there I took my leave of my benefactor. 

This painful parting, I shall not attempt to describe: a last 

look was at length taken, and a final adieu uttered, when he 

rode back towards the city, and I proceeded on my journey. 

'We went silently along, and mounted up the bank: our 

company consisted of young Zagury; an old Jew named 

David; a Jew servant; two Moors, who were the muleteers, 

and an imperial soldier for our guide, well mounted on a 

high-spirited horse, and fully armed: he was a fine-looking 

fellow, though half negro, and possessed all that suavity of 

manners, so conspicuous in a first-rate Moor or Arab. From 

3T 
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these soldiers, the emperor chooses his Alcayds and officers 

for the army: if they only possess talents and bravery, their 

colour is disregarded. The Jews called him Alcayd, by 

way of making themselves appear more. respectable, and 

me they styled el Tibib del Sultan, or the Sultan's doctor. 

We proceeded on till near dark through a dreary country, 

when we came to the Omlays, or three springs; there we 

found a number of traveLlers waJtering their camels, mules, 

and asses. Having let our beasts drink, we turned aside a 

little to the south, in a ploughed field, near a few stone­

houses, and pitched for the night. We had a bell tent, 

'which was a very good one, made of two thicknesses of 

canvass; it was large enough to contain two beds spread 

out, and very tight, and left plenty of room besides for our 

other things.< We had with us a box contai.ning tea~ coffee, 

sugar, &c. coals to make a fire, and all the utensils necessary 

for cooking: so we had a cup of tea, aad ate some C0US­

coo-soo for our supper, and went to sleep very comfortably. 

The soldier and the muleteers slept outside the tent on the 

ground, wrapped up only in their haicks: this is the 

constant practice of the Moors and Arabs when travelling, 

and they wonder that people of other nations do not prefer 

that method to any other: they carry this custom sO far, that 

many of the male inhabitants of the cities sleep on the tops 

of their houses (which are flat) in preference to sleeping on 

their mattresses under cover. 
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At daylight on the morning of the 5th, all our company 

were in a bustle, being busily engaged in striking our tent, 

and loading tlle mules, while a cup of coffee was preparing, 

and some eggs boiling for our breakfast ; and we set off on 

our journey long before sunrise. We travelled along this 

day on uneven ground, through groves of Arga trees, which 

grew tllereabouts spontaneously, and were then loaded with 

the oil-nut of various sizes and colours, from a deep green 

through, to a lively yellow. The very shrubs and bushes 

among which our path lay, were in blossom, and diffused a 

most delightful fragrance. We still heard the roaring of the 

troubled ocean, dashing against this inhospitable coast, and 

which had been constantly dinning my ears for more than 

two months; for it being urged towards this coast by the 

continual trade-winds, it never ceases its loud roarings, 

which may generally be heard at the distance of from 

twenty to thirty miles from the sea. The Atlas mountains 

were still ill view, whose pointed tops, now covered with 

snow, seemed to glitter in the sun, though at a very great 

distance. About sunset, we came near a village consisting 

of about twenty stone-houses, flat roofed, one story high, 

and as mallY more built with reeds or sticks, in form of a 

sugar-loaf, with a small mosque or place of worship in the 

midst. Near this village, which was not walled in, the first 

I had seen of the kind, we pitched our tent, and soon after 

this lleas done, a great number of unanned Moors, probably 

3T.2 
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four or five hundred, came by turns to look at us, and in­

quire -who I was. At the same time the owner of the village 

sent to tell us we were welcome, and that he was sorry it 

was .not in his power to furnish barley for our mules, for his 

whole crops had been cut off.by the locusts for the last three 

years: that he had bought twenty ducats wOlth that day, 

but it was all gone, as an unusual number of travellers had 

called on him; however, he sent us a loin of good mutton, 

wb.ich I was pressed to accept, and about two dozen of eggs: 

our Moors were also supplied -with cous-coo-soo. I learned 

from Zagury, ·that this man was esteemed a great saint by 

all the Moors; that his name was JIIlohammed Iljactesba; 

that he taught all pious Moors who wished it, to read in the 

Koran, and the Mohammedan laws; that he gen8rally had 

from one to tlu:ee hundred _scholars or students, who came 

from every pmt of the empire; that he taught all who came, 

and supplied them with provisions gratis-that his wife and 

one daughter prepared the victuals and cooked for all those 

people without any assistance whatever, which was . con­

sidered by the Moors a continual miracle, and this, Zagury 

assured. me, he for his own part firmly believed: that he 

entertained .all. travellers who chose to calIon him, free of 

expense; but, added he, where all his property comes from 

to enable him to pay these enormous expenses, nobody 

knows. 

It was soon reported about that an English doctor was in 
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the tent, and the old saint sent and begged me to call and 

see him: so taking Zagury with me to act as interpreter, I 

was conducted by some Moors to his presence, where I was 

welcomed by a withered old man, who was seated on a mat 

on the outside, and leaning against the wall of his house-it 

was the saint: he requested me to sit down near him, and 

then inquired of Zagury who I was: Zagury satisfied him 

on that point, and gave him besides a short sketch of my 

late disasters-the saint said, he was a friend to Christians 

and men of every other religion; that we were all children 

of the same heavenly Father, and ought to treat each other 

like brothers; he also remarked, that God was great and, 

good, and had been very merciful to me, fof' which I ought 

to be thankful the remainder of my life. He next iNformed 

me, that he was very lame in his legs, occasioned in the first 

place by a stone falling on one of his feet, that had lamed 

and laid him up for three or four months, and when he had 

so far recovered as to be able to ride out on his mule, the 

animal fell down with him, and injured his lame foot and leg 

so much that he had not since been able to use it: this, he 

said, happened about a year ago, and within the last few 

months, his other leg had become affected, and he had now 

lost the use of both of them, which were extremely painful: 

he said he did not murmur at his lameness, because he knew 

it came from God, and was a punishment for some of his 

sins -i yet he hoped the Almighty would . be merciful, and 
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pardon his offences, and permit him to walk again, so that 

he might take care of his guests, and do more good in the 

world: he also told me that the number who were then stu­

dying the Sacred Writings with him, amounted to about 

three hundred. I examined his legs; they were very thin, 

and yet seemed to be consmning with a feverish heat; no 

skin was broken, and I concluded that he laboured under 

an inveterate chronic disorder, particularly as the joints were 

much swelled. I. asked him, if he had ever applied any 

thing as a remedy, or taken any medicine for this disorder; 

he said, no, except that he had bound some Arabic writing 

round them, furnished by a man eminently skilled in the 

science of wltchoraft; that he had also kept them wet with 

oil, but had received no beJuefit whatever from either of 

those applications; he further said, he knew some men were 

endowed with the gift of healting, and hoped that I could 

prescribe sometking thrut would ease his pains. I told him'}, 

that I felt disposed to render him all the service in my 

power; that I would see what medicine I had, and would. 

consider his case: theil assuming the air of a quack doctor, 

I retired to my tent with a very tkoughtful countenance. 

Our conversation was carried on by the kelp of ZagUTy as 

an interplleter. I really wished to administer some relief to 

this good man, who was afflicted with such a painful dis­

order, and accordingly -prepared some soap pills, which 

was the 011lly medicilfle 1 had }vith me, and seJil!t them to him, 
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with directions how to take them. I also advised him to 

discontinue the use of oil; to rub his limbs frequently with 

flannel-cloths, in order to promote the due circulation of the 

fluids; to endeavour to walk every day with the assistance 

of two men, using his legs as much as possible, even if they 

did pain him, and to bind them up in fine salt every night, 

while the heat continued: this, I faDcied, might allay the 

fever. I also directed - a drink to be made for him, by 

boiling the roots of some particular herbs in w~ter, and thus 

forming a kind of decoction. Having explained the nature 

of his disorder to him, in the best manner I was able, which 

gave him some encouragement, I retired to my tent. Maay 

of the Moors came and wanted me to prescribe something 

for their various disorders, which I did according to the best 

of my judgment, and the medicines I had within my power. 

Among the rest, was a poor old gray-headed man; he came 

near, and thrusting his head under the tent, cried out­

Tibib, Tibib: (Doctor, doctor:) my guard was goin,g to 

drive him away, but I told him to let him alonr, that I 

might find out what ailed him, for h e, seemed to be in great 

distress-so I told Zagury to ask him what his disorder 

was: this he made known without ceremony-he said, 

he had been a husband to three wives; that two of them, 

who had died, loved him exceedingly; that his present wife 

was very young, fat, and handsome, and yet she was so 

cold, _ that notwithstanding aU his caresses, she could not 
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return his love: his case was, indeed, a very plain one, but 

to prescribe a remedy, needed S0me reflection-so the Jew 

told him to go away, and retui"n in half an hour. When he 

returned, I pretended to sympathize with him in his affiic­

tions, and reoommended that he should set her about no 

kind of work; that he should entreat her kindly; feed her 

on the dish called skanah; i. e. peas baked in ari oven, alid 

s\vimming iFl beef's marrow, with a plenty of soft boiled eggs 

and rich spices in her cOUS-COD-SOO, &c. &c.-that he should 

join with her in all her repasts, and chew opium himself, if 

he 'oould procure any, and by no means to have intercourse 

''lith her oftener than once in two weeks. He promised very 

faiihfully to obey my directions, though he did not seem to 

relish the last item of advice; but I assured him, with much 

affected gravity, that I had done my very best; so he left 

me with a shower of blessings for my kindness, after having 

bestowed two dozen of -fresh eggs on my Jew interpreter for 

his trouble. The Moors who wde the pupils of the saint, 

joined in prayer, and chanted over sacred poetry for about 

an hour on account of his disorder, begging of God to heal 

their benefactor, &c. 

January the 6th, we started early in the morning, after 

I had taken leave of the good old man. We ' pr0ceeded on 

our journey, descending the hills to the north about half an 

hour, when we saW-one of the Moors who waited on the old 

man the night before, running after us, and hallooing very 
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loudly to make us stop, which we did, and he soon came 

up, bringing Zagury's gold watch, which he had put under 

his head the night before on the 'ground 'where out tent was 

pitched, and had left it through forgetfulness and haste : 

this watch, together with an elegant gold seal, chain, and 

trinkets, was worth, at least, three hundred dollars: the 

Moor generously refused ariy compensation for his trouble, 

and I told Zagury it was well for him' that the people where 

he left it were not Jews: to this he assented, and said that 

he believed that the saint was the most honest man in the 

world. 

After travelling about two hours in a northerly direction, 

we calle near the ruins, or rather the walls of- an old town 

or fortress-it was situated on the left bank of the river 

Tensift: the walls were built in a square form; were about 

one mile in circuit, and flanked with thirty small towers, 

with embrasures, where cannoILmight have been mounted. 

A part of the southern wall had fallen down; it was _very 

thick, and within was nothing but a heap of stONes and 

ruins. On inquiry, I was told by my guard, that this town 

was built by the former Sultan, Sidi _Mohammed, in order 

to secure a passage across the river, when the people of the 

province of Abdah rebelled against him ; that it was well 

garrisoned, and mounted with a great many cannon, and 

called el Ksebbah, or the strong lion-like fortress ; that it 

was dismantled by the present Emperor; who took away.the 

3 u 
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cannon, and that the garrison and all ~he inhabitants were 

destroyed a few years ago by the plague, since which no 

soul has ventured to live in it. We rode on and crossed 

this stream, dignified by the name of river, but which, in 

fact, is no more in the dry season than an American brook. 

The country, in its valley, which is very wide, is l'ich agd 

level; is said to be overflowed in a rainy season, and was 

at this time cultivated in many parts. We went along its 

right bank, and saw the site or ruins of what is called old 

Swearah, on its left"bank, near its entrance into the sea: 

tnere are BOW only a few huts and four saint-houses to be 

seen.; all tlae other par1is of the town are buried in sand, 

blown from tihe sea-shore. Tlite river, near its m0uth, is 

both deep and wide, and the soldier said it was once a con~ 

siderable port, where vessels could enter, but its mouth is 

now entirely dammed up with sand; only leaving a sroan 

passage for the water, which runs off in a sha1l0w stream to 

the sea, aver a beach of two hundred yaFds in breaJdth, and 

so high that the tide cannot enter the river's mouth. From 

the banks of this river we proceeded towards the sea-shore, 

and descending the high steep bank, we entered between it 

.and the first bank from the ocean, and travelled along a 

delightful incline<il plane, about four miles in breadth: th~ 

~urface of this plane was covered with verdure, and flowers 

of all the variegated colours of the rainQow, l'esembling in 

appearance the richest Turkey carpet. 
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About the middle of the afternoon we met a courier four­

teen days from Tangier; having an ink-horn and paper with 

me, I wrote by him a few lines to my friend Willshire, and 

we proceeded along towards Saffy, pronounced by the 

natives S'fee. This inclined plane was the most beautifut 

that can be imagined; speckled over with herds of cattle 

and numerous flocks of sheep, which were quietly grazing 

on its rich herbage. As it was the sixth day of the week f 

and the Jews with me were obliged by their religion to stop 

the seventh, during their Sabbath, I had a mind to pitch 

our tent on this delightful plain, and pass the Sabbath of 

rest by reposing on its downy bosom, and inhaling its deli. 

cious fragrance; but Zagury assured me it was not safe to 

lodge there, and that he must enter S'fee in order to recruit 

his stock of provision, for that a Jew could eat no kind of 

meat except it was killed by a priest of his nation. He was 

exceedingly superstitious, though educated in England, and 

we kept on towards Saffy. When in sight of the walls of 

that city, we came near a large saint-house, on a cliff near 

the sea's brink-here our soldier and muleteers made the 

Jews dismount, and pass this house barefoot, though at 

half a mile's distance from our path: he told me th3Jt the 

house was built over the remains of a great saint; that every 

man who was not a Moslemin must walk past it barefoot; 

that people came to visit it from all quarters to be cured of 

their dis€ases; but, added he, as you are a good man" and 

3 u 2 
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.very weak, you may ride past, bnt must pay the saint one­

donar towards keeping his house iEl repair. I did not much 

relish this mode of giving away my llloney, and told the 

sol die!' so; but he replied, that n0 Christian must pass. it 

without this tribute, and that it would be demanded from 

him on his 'entrance into S'fee. I was cOllvinced it was 

only a tric.k of his to extort. money ; but there was no getting 

pff, and so I paid him the dollar, telling him at the same 

time I should set it down as a debt to the saint's account. 

and presumed he would have no objection to repay me in 

ano.tmer world : 'f . No" <said he,). that saint was very liberal> 

iui this )vorld, 'and! will, NO doubt, pay. you both pTincipal 

a'lild interest in the' other, and intercede for your admission 

lrito Paradise into the bargain:" he was a shrewd fellow ~ 

and l!ll1derstood iny feelings on the subject perfectly. 

. Mter the Jews had walked about a mile, they were againr 

permitted to -ride. We approached the city {)l1 its south­

east- or fortress side; some flUBS of ~ts aBcient walls were still 

visible, \vhich proved it to have fonnerly been, at least, foul' 

times larger , than at present. It was near night, and we.' 

went round the fortress, which appeared to be very strong, . 

and . was defended by a double wall; it is situated on an 

emInence, which not only commands the-city tmat is attached 

to it below; but is ' also weB situated for defending all the­

entrances , into the town, ' and has a good !1Umber of cannom 

:Bwunted on it: the whole appears · extremely welLcalculatedr 
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for defence, and I imagine it must originally have b<'len 

constructed by some eminent European engineer. A smau' 

brook of water runs from the east near the northern ,vall of 

the city. W e' ent~red it at the eastern gate, and proceeded 

through a crowd of spectators to the house of Zagury's Jew 

friend. The' Jews were obliged to dismount, and walk into 

the city, but they allowed me to ride. Having entered the 

court, (for the building was very spaGious, but had vcry 

much decayed., and was fast crumbling to the' ground,y we 

ascended a broken staircase to the gallery of the first story,,. 

and were conducted,ta-a small 1'OOm that had been shut up, 

apparently, for a long time; the unhinged door and shattered 

window-shutter were, however, removed to accommodate 

eur company, and I took a peep into the apartment; it was 

about ten feet square, and nearly filled' with filth of almost 

every description; the ,whole fermen.ting in rancid Argan 

oil, which far exceeded in scent the most stinking fish or 

bl~bber oil. The effluvia arising fl:om this newly opened 

bed of nastiness entering my olfactory nerves, was immedi­

ately transmitted' to the stomach, and brought on an in­

stantaneous, vomiting, which continued for about two hours 

without intermission, until my stomach was completely 

empty, and it threw up besides a considerable quantity of 

fresh blood: this abominable stench caused nausea' even in 

the J ews' ~tomachs; however, as there was no other place to 

ltJage~in, and the weather looked likely fonain, they clearedl 
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out this chambel', washed it with hot-wat~r, and fumigated 

it, afterwards with bluning charcoal and brimstone; Zagury 

taking care to observe, by way of recommendation, that this 

hQU~ was built by a Christian, and that its oGcupants, who 

were his father's friends, were the most respectable Jews in 

S'fe~. Th~ house was, indeed, large, and had been very 

comfflodi@us, but its Jewish tenants, consisting of about 

twenty ID.liserable dirty families, did not; choose to lend nor 

let to us a better apartment, and after refreshing myself with 

a cup of strong tea, my stomach became composed, and I 

went through, in the course of the evening, their religi9u$ 

ceremonies, in company with the Jews, as I have before 

described. 

In Saify, the Jews live in company with, i. e. promis. 

cuously among the Moors in adjoining houses. On their 

Sabbath, an the l)1en belonging to the house went to the 

synagogues, and the wom~J1, ill the mean t\l)1e, decked 

themselves in their best attire; they had already stained the 

insides of their hands and fingers, between every joint, and 

their finger-nails, yellow; had borrowed and put on fine e~r­

rings and necklaces of pearl ~p.d atl1her, a,nd golden chaius, 

golden hearts, and other trinkets; these hl!llg down upon 

their naked bosoms: they wore bracelets on their andes 

and wrists, and had put on dean linen, or rather, cotton 

chemises, which was to them a real luxury. Their hair, which 

was long and black, was newly braided, and greased over 
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smoothly with Argan oil: they had painted their eyes and 

eyebrows black, and the most of them wore slippers: thus 

tricked up in all their finery, two of the ~ost handsome and 

stylishly dressed damsels, with a number of the second-rate, 

came round to that side of the gallery where I sat quietly 

and alone, writing down notes for my journal : they first 

expressed their wonder at my manner of writing from left to 

right; then at the letters I formed, &c.-and having, by this 

method, succeeded in diverting my attention from what I 

was about, the two smartest looking girls, who were about 

sixteen and eighteen years of age, with quite pretty faces, 

and richly dressed, invited me to go with them, and see their 

father's roorn: my curiosity prompted me to comply, and I 

suffered them to lead me along into their chamber, where 

their mother, a very fleshy middle aged woman, was sitting 

on a mattress ; and as they had no other seat, they invited 

me to sit down on the same bed beside her. After due 

salutations, the old lady left the room, shutting the door 

after her. The object of these sirens was to get money 

from me; but finding I was able to withstand all their 

temptations, they at last permitted me to retire, but not 

before they had tried every indelicate art and enticement, of 

which they were complete mistresses, to effect their pm-pose. 

After I had withdrawn from the room, I was shown into all 

the other apartments on that fioor, in. succession, and their 

artifices were still played off to win me, or rather my cash, 
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m~1iil, at length, finding that all their wiles proved aboltive, 

they next had J:ecourse to begging for money, but I had 

n.Que to spare them. 

The Jews in Saffy are vel'y poor and miserable; they 

were generally .3Jb.out half clothed, and that with filthy rags., 

Saffy is ,8) small place, .and has no trade; so that the Jews 

a,t:e hard put to it, and ,are obliged to resort to every base 

expedient in ,order to gain a mere subsistence. I could . not 

Thut pity their condition, and lament the depravity to which 

they all seemed to be prone, though, perhaps, oftentimes 

plunging into guilt from sheer necessity. 

This day I went in company with my guard to view the 

town and port of S'fee: the tOWIl ' is small, and strongly 

walled in on all sides: the walls, for the most part, are made 

of i'ough stone and lime, like those of Mogadore or Swearah, 

except that part next the sea, which is laid up with large 

hewn stone, and appears very strong; the walls are flanked 

with four towers, besides the el Ksebbah, on which cannon 

are mounted, and a battery at' the water. port. The town 

lies ' very low, and is surrounded on all sides by hills, and 

appears to be the receptacle of all the filth of the country 

near irti, Its streets are very n3JlTOw. crooked, irregular, aHd 

not paved: the houses are built of rough stone and lime; 

have few windows next the streets; are from one . to three 

stories high, 3Jucl flat.roofed; but, hke the houses in the 

cities in Spain, have a court, the interior' of which serves for 
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a stable. The public buildings are three mosques, with 

high square towers, and a large hewn stone building, for­

merly occupied as a custom-house, but now uninhabited 

and falling to pieces. The Jews have also twelve small 

rooms for the purpose of worshipping, which they cal1 

synagogues. The number of inhabitants in Saffy is com"' 

puted at twenty thousand, that is, sixteen thousand Moors. 

and four thousand Jews. The walls of the present town, 

including the fortress, are about one mile in circumference .• 

The inhabitants of the city are supplied , with good water, 

brought in kegs on asses from the bro'ok that washes its 

Borthel'll walls. AU the cattle, sheep, &c. nhat are owned in 

and feed near S'fee, are driven within the walls every night, 

and from its appearance, no dirt is ever carried out of the 

city: the filth in the streets was in many parts two feet deep 

at the least, so that it was quite impossible for me to get along 

through the mire witho).lt being besmeared with it up to my 

knees. Passing along one street as well as I could pick my 

way, I lost both my shoes in the mud, but some Jew boys 

recovered them again; for which service I had to pay them 

half a dollar. 

The bay of Saffy is formed by the p~'ojection of Cape 

Cantin; is very spacious, and well defended by that cape 

from the common trade-winds. Vessels visiting that place 

are obliged to anchor very broad in 

the ground is said to he very foul: 

3x 

the' offing, and where 

the landing-place is 
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either on a sand beach, upon which the surf breaks with 

considerable violence,' or else in among some rocks, where 

there was formerly a kind of basin, which is now nearly 

filled up with sand. Them were about twenty fishing-boats 

on this beach, which were in a bad state of repair. The port 

of Saffy ha& been shut by order of the Sultan . for several 

years. A circular fort stands on a hill to the north, and 

within half eannon shot of the town, and which completely 

commands it: it had been lately dismantled, and the cannon 

carried into the cv for fear it would be taken possession of 

by field Moors and Arabs during the late rebellion. The 

land in the vicinity of this city is for the most part un_ 

cultivated. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Continuation of the Journey-description of Asbedre-of a 

flight of locusts-of the destroying locust of Afi'ica-Maza~ ' 

gan, Azamore, Darlbeda, Afidallah-arrival at Rabat. Of 

Rabat. 

WE left Saffy early on the morning of the '7th of January, 

and found the country, as we proceeded northward, more 

open, but not much cultivated: the ground was covered 

with flowers of different kinds, and every shrub was also in 

full blossom, and seemed to vie in beauty with its neighbour, 

while their blended fragrance rising, with the exhaling dews, 

and wafted along by a gentle land-breeze, conveyed t-o the 

soul sensations of the most exquisite delight. We travelled 

along during this whole day on uneven ground, freque~tly 

meeting large dr'oves of loaded camels and mules, and 

passing many groups of tents, some formed of woollen 

cloth, and pitched in the same manner as the Arab tents on 

the Desert, and others with reeds; regaling ourselves occa­

sionally with milk, which we found to be excellent, and in 

great abundance, and at night pitched our tent near one of 

thos~_ flying camps, which are here ~alled Douhars. 

3x2 
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On the morning of the 3th, we started very early, and after 

riding about three hours, G~me to ,the ·walls of an old 

Portugueze town and fortr,ess, now called Asbedre, but in 

ruins and deserted. It is situated on the second bank from 

the sea, one hundred feet above a beautiful harbour or small 

port and sound, fot:ined by an opening through the first 

hank, which resembles the ' entrance of a dock : it appeared 

shallow, and one yessel only can enter at a time. This port 

seems t'O be capable 'Of c'Ontaining a vast number 'Of small 

vessels, where they might ride in perfect safety in all seasons 

pf. the year:. here is als'O, near the walls 'Of the ruin, a small 

Moorish settlement of badly built h'Ouses and tents. Passing 

this, we entered into one of t1ihe richest valleys ever formed. 

by nature; the face of the earth here was smiling with culti­

~'ation, . 'and speokled Qver with flocks and l1erds: here. 

thousands of 'Oxen, sheep, g'Oats, and camels~ horses and 

as'ses, were peaceably feeding in concert, wbile hundreds o£ 

tike inhabitants were busied in tilling the rich soil, in sowing 

wheat and barley, and cutting down, with a comm'Ousw'Ord .. 

the weeds that grew where they had reaped their last crops, 

higher than their heads, and some of them more than !!,~ 

inch in th~ckness, in 'Order to admit the plough. This valley 

is b'Ounded on the south by a long sound 'Or narrow arm of 

the sea, in which tke tide ebbs and flows many feet: the sea­

water enters it near Asbedre, and 'On its right: the valley is 

bounded .by a hill of casy ascent: its mean breadth is about 
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four' miles, and its length ~bout twenty miles. The valley 

contains hundreds of wells of excellent water fitted with solid 

stone basins around their mouths, which were covered with 

large stones; these serve to give drink to their flocks, and to 

quench the thirst of the weary labourer and traveller. 

Some of these wells were immensely deep, and a windlass 

was rigged to them to draw the water. 

Near the middle of this valley we stopped to take our 

dinner-my mind was absorbed in contemplating the riches 

and beauties of bountiful nature, when I observed something 

that appeared like a cloud of thick smoke rising over the 

hill at the north-east, and with the wind, approaching us 

rapidly. I remarked to my Jew, that there must be a 

monstrous fire in that quarter; no, said he, they are only 

!ocusts. In the mean time the flight was fast approaching, 

and soon came within a short distance, and directly towards 

us. Every labourer's attention was instantly turned from 

his plough and other employ~nent; the oxen were stopped 

and everyone stood aghast with apprehension and tdismay 

painted in strong colours on his anxious- countenance, 

fearing his field was to become the prey of this devouring 

plague. The locusts began to descend- and alighted to tHe 

northwarP. of us; very few ,passing where we sat; we soon 

moun.ted and rode on, and as we proceeded we found the 

whole ~urface Gf the gr,.;Jund covered with them as thick as 

~hey_ c,ould stand, and all busy in the work of destructio~. 
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As it was necessary fOT them to clear our road to avoid 

being crushed to death by the trampling of our mules, those 

in and ,near the path rose as we passed along, filling the air 

around us like one continued swarm of bees; whilst thousands 

came in contact with 'onr faGes and bodies. In this situation, 

fearing my eyes would be injured, I ,covered my face with 

a transparent silk handkerGhief, and pushed on my mule u 

fast as I cmuld; we were 3Jbm.lt two hours in passing this 

host of destroyers, whick wheh on the wing made a sound, 

as finely described in Holy Writ, " like the rushing of horses 

into battle." The space Govered by this flight extended in 

length for about eight miles along the road and three miles 

inIDFeadth. 'After tkey had fairly alighted, the Moors, each 

resuming his labour, left the locusts in the full enjoyment of 

their repast, assuring us, that when they had filled themselves. 

which would , be in the course of that day and the night, 

they would mb\lie off in a body with the wind, probably one 

day's maI'~h farther, whef(~ they would again repeat their 

ravages, leaving the remainder for other successive flights ;. 

but which they hoped, by the blessing of God, would not 

destroy the whole of their crops and all the herbage, as they 

had done some years within the last seven, during whlch 

space they had continued to lay waste the country. To see 

such fail' prospects of CI'OPS thus blasted in a moment, would 

fill the inhabirtiants of more -refined countFies with feelings of 

despair, 3Jl~d their fields would be ' left tmtilled; while the 
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Mohammedan considers it either as a just chastisement from 

heaven for his own or his nation's sins, or as directed by that 

fatality in which they all believe ;-thus when one crop is 

destroyed, if of wheat, they sow the same ground over again 

with barley, or plant it with Indian corn OT peas, so as to 

have every possible chance for subsisting. These Arabs, 

while at their labour, are entirely naked, except a small picce 

of woollen cloth about their loins :-they make use of the 

same plough and harness as the people of Suse, already de­

scribed, but in this part of the country they plough with a 

pair of oxen :-and here let me beg the reader's indulgence 

for a few moments, while I undeltakt; to give him a descrip­

tion of that wonderful insect, the destroying locnst, that so 

often lays waste the fertile plains of Asia and the northern 

regions of Africa. I call him the destroying locust of 

Africa, because, as far as my memory serves me, lIe is first 

described in Holy Writ as a destroyer in the land of Egypt. 

DESGRIP'rION. 

The locust of Africa is a winged insect, which resembles 

both in size and appear<lJnce at the first view, the largest 

sized grasshopper of America; but on a close inspection, 

differs from him very materially: the shape of his head and 

face is similar to that of a commON sheep, being crowned 

with:t:wo long and tapering protuberances, which turn back. 
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wards like the horns of a goat. He has, attached to his 

muzzle, a pair of smelle)'s or feelers, by the help of which 

he fe~ls and gathers up the he ~ge about him, which he 

nips off, waking a champing noise like a-sheep When eating; 

he has four wings, and th:e hind~r p'air arequ~te 'traUS'pa­

rent; he has six legs, with t.wo claws to each foot·, which are 

divided something like the hoof of a sheep; 'but are much 

larger and pointed: he is stout ·about the ~leck, breast, and 

body: the hinder part of which is forked, and armed with a 

hard bony subst\lnce, by the help of whid~ he can make a 

hole in the grol)nd, 

The largest African locust is about four inches in length, 

aad one inch in d~ameter: he has the HlOst v:oracious appe­

tite of any iflsect in the world, and devoul,s grass, grain, the 

leaves of tl'eeil, and every gl'een thing, with indiscriminate 

and mercjless avi!!lity, They go forth by bands or flights, 

;tnd each flight is 'said to luwe a king, which directs its move­

ments with great regularity, Locusts can fly only when 

their wings are perfectly dry; and when they rise, they 

always fly off before the wind, and fill the air like an im-

1l1ense cloud of thick s\1lOke :-when the leader' alights upon 

the ground, ,all :the flight follows his example as fast as pos­

sible, They are at times so numerous, that they may be 

said to cover the whole face of the country; then they devour 

every spear of gJ'ass and grain, even eating it into the 

grpund, dislodging it root and branoh, cutting off all the 
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leaves from the shrubs and trees, and sometimes all the bark 

from tender trees in a whole province, and that too in'a vel'y 

short space of time. 

The present African locusts are of the same race of insects 

that are mentioned in the Bible, as one of the plagues sent 

upon the land of Egypt, by the Almighty: they have always 

been considered in the countries ·where they U5ually commit 

ravages as a scourge from Heaven, and as a punishment f()r 

the sins of the people. The locust has been described as 

being produced by some unknown physical cause, different 

from the ordinary mode of animal production: . this is a mis­

take: when I was in Mogadore, Mr. Willshire told me that 

the locusts were produced by a very well known and natural 

cause; that the female, a little before the flights disappear 

for the sea~on~ thrusts her hinder parts into the w 'rface of 

the ground up to her. wings, first having -found a· suitable 

spot of earth for that p~pose : ,here she forms a· cell in shape 

4ke that made by the bee, but fromon.e to three inches in 

depth, and one to two. inches .in diameter. Having made 

the sides of the cell strong by means of a glutinous matter, 

.which she has the power of prod ucing, she deposits her"eggs, 

which are blackish, and s@ small, as · scarcely. to be distin­

guishable with the naked eye: each cell ,is filled · full , and 

contains an immense. number of ~ggs: she then seals it over 

carefully with the same kind. of glutinous matter of which 

to.he inside of the cell is formed, and coverin~ it over with 

Sy 
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earth, sh~ leaves it to be hatched Qut by the heat of the sun 

in que time, which generally happens in the month of Ja­

nuary: the eggs in one cell alone produce a host of locusts, 

amounting to near a million. I opened and examined seve­

ral cells in and near it garden, two miles from Mogadore, 

and was mu,ch surprized to see the eggs lie thick together in 

one mass, like the spawn of fishes. I took up some of it on 

the tip of a sharp-pointed penknife, and separating and 

counting the eggs, by means of a microscope, as accurately 

as possible, I enumerated seven hundred and forty-one­

admitting that every egg would produce a locust, and that 

the number contained in the small , portion on the point of 

the penknife ~as the one thousandth part of the whole mass, 

(which is a low estimate,) it proves that a single locust could 

produce in one season, even if she fills but one cell, upwards 

of half a million of her species. When the locust is hatched,he 

crawls out of the earth a little worm, of alight brown colour, 

and the whole cell of them are said to hatch ab@ut the same 

time. This host of worms creep forth from the ground, ano 

commence their march, all going one course, gellerallytol 

wards the north or west, devouring every thing greell that 

comes in tg.ei~ way, an.d leaving behind them a dismal sc€ne 

of deso~ation. These reptiles g110WSO rapidly, that within 

the space of olle week they are prepared for their transfor­

mation, when they climb up a stout spear of grass or a twig, 

attach their skID fast to it, and by a sudden effort, burst the 

,skin asunder at its head, and come forth a four-winged in-
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sect, with six legs: they remain a short time in the su~ to 

dry themselves and their wings before they attempt fiying, 

which they COllliUence by trying separately to fly a short 

distance at a time, and continue fluttering and skipping like 

grasshoppers for two or three days; next they set off in a ' 

body on the wing, and ·fly from five miles t~ one hundred, 

wjthout stopping, just as the country seems to please their 

taste, and they then go on as I have before described. 

Dry warm seasons are favourable to the breeding of 

locusts, and a very wet cold one is sure to destroy them in 

the empire of Morocco until the flights come agailil from 

other parts. I do not know precisely the months in which 

the female locust makes her deposit of eggs, only that it is 
in the latter part of the summer, or first of the fall months. 

The old locusts, having done their share of mischief, are 

either driven off by the winds into the sea, or die a natural 

death; thus making room for a riew and more hungry swarm. 

When all have disappeared in the Moorish empire, a few 

flights are seen to come ' from the borders of the Desert, or 

from the coasts of Egypt, which again lay waste the whole 

country, until they are in their turn destroyed by frequent 

rains and cold damps, or strong gales from the land, which 

sweep them into the ocean. It is said at Mogadore, and 

believed by the Moors, Christians, and Jews, that the Bere­

beries inhabiting the Atlas mountains, have th~ power to 

destro-y every flight of locusts that comes from the south and 

3y,2 
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frqm the east, and thus, ward off this dreadful scourge from 

all the countries north and west of this stupendous ridge, 

merely by building large fires on those parts' of the ridge 

over which the locusts are known always to pass, and in the 

season when they are' likely to appear, which is at a definite 

period ' within a ce'rt3Jin l'lum.ber of days, in almost, every 

year, The' Atlas being high, and the peaJ;:s covered with 

snow, these' insects become chilled in passing ov:er ~hem, 

when seeing the' fires, they are attracted by the glare,. and 

plunge into the flame.s. I do not know what degree of credit 

ought to be attached, to this opinjon, but it is certain that 

the Moorish Sultan used to pay a considerable s.um: of mo­

ney yearly to certain inhabitants of the sides ofthe Atlas in 
order to keep the locusts. out of his dominions. The.M;oors: 

and Jews further affirm, that during the time in which the 

Sultan' paid! the aforesaid yearly stipend punctually> not a 

locust was to be seen in his dominions. Borth al'ld west of the 

Atlas, but that about six years ago the Emperor refused to 

pay the stipulated sum, because no locusts troubled his. 

country, and he thought he had been imposed upon; and 

it so happened that the very same year the .lOChlSts again 

made their appearance, and have continued to lay waste the 

country.ever since. 

Locusts · are esteemed very good food ~y the Moors, 

Arabs, and Jews, in Barbary, who catch large numbers of 

t;llem in their season, and throw them, while jumpiIag alive, 
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into a pan of boiling Argan oil :-here they hiss and fry 

until their wings. are burned off, and their bodies are suffi­

ciently cooked, when they are poured out and eaten. I have 

seen many thousands cooked in this manner, and have had 

the cllliosity to taste them: they resemble in consistence 

and flavour, the yolks of hard boiled hens' eggs. After my 

arri,'al at Tangier, on conversing with our Consul General, 

lVIr. Simpson, respecting the 10cHsts, he confirmed the 

substance of what I had before heard and observed myself 

in Barbary concerning them. This ravenous insect had 

actual! y caused a famine in that part of the country, so that 

lVIr. Simpson and . the other Christian Consuls at Tangier 

were obliged to send to Gibraltar, and buy American flom: 

for the ordinary comumption of their families; inferior 

AmericaI;l flour was then selling at Tangier for fifteen dollars 

per barrel, alt~ough before the scarcity occasioned by the 

locusts, the finest Barbary wheat used to be sold for one 

dollar and a half per banel. 

lVIr. Simpson further stated, that in the year 1814, (to the 

best of my recollection as to the time,) being with his family 

at his house on Mount Washington, near Cape Spartel, 

and where the locusts covered the whole fac€ of the 

ground at night, when he arose the next morning, he could 

not perceive a single one, and observed to his lady, that all 

the locusts which had remained with them for a long time, 

and ~es~royed most of the herbage about 'the country, had 
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disappeared; he wondered at first what had become of 

them; bqt after the fog in the strait was dissipated, looking 

at a vessel through his glass, that' was passing 'out, he 

observed that the whole surface of the water was covered 

with something that appeared like a reddish scum, and on 

reflection, it struck him, that the locusts had attempted at 
night to migrat~ across the straits into Spain, flying before 

the wind, which was fair, and blowing from the soutnward; 

but that they were either lost in the feg, or checked on their 

passage by contrary winds, (which generally prevail ih the 

straits at night, particclarly in the stlmmer time,) in the 

middle 'of the st~ai!; and wer.e thus forced by- fatigue and the 

htlmidity of the atmosphere, to settle up.on the surface _of 

Jihe water, from whence they could not rise, and were, COD­

sequently, all drowned. That two days afterwards, a vessel 

arrived at Tangier from Gibraltar, the captain of which 

confirmed his conjecture, by assuring him that vast numbers 

of dead locusts had been driven ashore on the rock of 

Gi?raltar, and along the coast of Spain, fr<9liIl Algeciras to 

Tm'ij[a, a distance of nearly twenty miles, and that there 

were still great numbers of their carcasses floating in the 

straits, near the Spanish shore. I was also informed, that 

several years ago', nearly all the locusts in the empire, which 

were at that time very numerous, and had laid waste the 

country, were carriea off in one night, and drowned in the 

Atlantic 'Ocean; that their dead carcasses a few days after-
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wards were driven by winds and currents on shore, all along 

the western coast, extending from near Cape Spartel to beyond 

! . Mogadore, forming, in 'many places, immense piles on the 

sand beach: that the stench arising from their 'remains was 

intolerable, and was supposed to have ·produced the plague 

which broke out about that time in various parts of the 

Moorish dominions. I have thus faithfully embodied what 

information I could obtain regarding the locust, from living 

authority, which I deem indubitable, and to which I have 

added such facts and circumstances as fell under my own 

observation, unassisted by books ; and I trust the whole 

will be found essentially correct. As I do not profess to be 

a naturalist, it cannot be expected that I should undertake 

to give a description of his interior formation, &c.-To re­

turn to my Journal: 

Leaving this beautiful valley, embellished and enriGhed 

by many thous~ds of fig and other fruit trees; as wen as 

many clumps of grape vines that seem to thrive exceedingly 

well, we ascended the hill on our right, and about dark 

approached a douhar or encampment that was surrounded 

by a stone wall: the chief of the douhar was not willing to 

let us entel: within the wall.s, but our soldier telling him that 

I was the Sultan's doctor, and must go in, he reluctantly 

cousented, telling my guard,. however, we must take care 

of our baggage ourselves, as the whole of the people in the 

dou~r, both men and women, were ill of the venereal 
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disease. They offered us milk and eggs, and asked my 

advice ill regard to their dis@rder; I told them I had no 

medicine with me-I, however, recommended ' a milk or 

light diet, and 'a drink to ' be made by steeping a certain 

root, having an 'affinity, in appearance, to sarsapalilla, that 

is common in this part of the 'country ; and to let all drink 

plentifully of this decoction, for ten weeks, not doubting 

but it would prove beneficial. We slept here without 

molestation, started early on the morning of the 9th, and 

passed, in the course of the day, many douhars 'of tents in 

tile open fields; many orchards regularly planted, consisting 

of several hundred fig-trees, fenced in with stone walls very 

thi,ck, and ftom fi:v;eto six feet in height: the land' on' both 

sides : bf the path was principalJy cultivated. Zagury had 

dispatched our guide to Azamore before l!tS, to'a Jew in that 

town, in order to engage him to 'prepare some provisions 

against our arrival; for they are so supers.titious, that they 

would not even eat bread that had been baked in any other 

but a Jew's oven, and received the priest's blessing, for 

which, of course, he has his tythe. Fwceeding forward at 

about ten A. M, we saw at some distance on our-left, what 

David and Elio told we was the famo1:ls old town of Maza­

gan: stopping h¢r~ to take refreshment, a large number of 

Arab women came from some neighbolifing douhars, to 

stare at'me and my dress: ·some of them were quite young, , 

and Zagttry began t@ rally them in a very' coarse and rude 
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manner, asking them if they loved Christians, &c. upon 

which one very old woman said to him, " There is Mazagan; 

(pointing towards the distant town;) when that place was 

taken from the Christians, ! helped to cut off one of their 

peads, and yet I love Christians better tha; the mean, 

cheating, infidel Jews." Zagury, not relishing this retort, 

dropped the conversation. 

Riding on briskly, we arrived at Azamore about 3 o'clock, 

P. M. On our approach, our Jews were obliged to dis­

mount, and walk for about two miles to pass a saint-house, 

which the Moors hold in high veneration: this was the 

fiftieth saint-house I had seen since I left Swearah. Azamore 

is a town strongly walled in; it lies on the left bank of the 

river Ormorbear, one league from its mouth; it is built in 

the form of an irregular quadrangle, and is about one mile 

in circumference: the river washes its eastern wall, while 

the other sides are defended by a deep ditch. We did not 

enter it, but from its appearance, it is an old-fashioned 

Portugueze town, badly built, and within and about the 

walls, very dirty. This stream was the only one I had yet 

passed on this continent, that deserved the name of river : 

it has a dangerous bar at its mouth, which is said to be 

navigable only for vessels drawing six feet water at high 

tides and in smooth weather-these may come alongside the 

walls of Azamore, where there is a very neat water-pOli for 

the reception of their cargoes, but it has now no external 

3z 
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commerce whatever: there are, however, some large manu~ 

factories of Morocco .leather and coarse eartheRware in the 

suburbs -outside the ,valls. W~ passed this river, which is 

here abol'lt two hundred yal'ds wide, ·" in a good boat, built 

after the Spanish manner, large and well-managed by expert 

hands. We found here a good shad-fishery: there were ten 

large nets, and about one hundretl and fifty · stout Moors 

employed in this business at that time, .and in the proper 

season, which is from the first of January to' April, -lIhey 

catch large quantities of shad, which -are much esteemed in 

this country, and are sold at the landing for about six cents ' 

a piece: they are carried from hence to Fez, Mequillez, 

Morocco, Mogadore, and alJ the adjoining country. We 

remained on the bank of this river until dark, waiting for 

OUT provisions, .which came at last, and we pitched out tent 

under three date trees, about one mile from the bank. We 

had bought some shad, which, when roasted, afforded us 
... 

an excellent supper, as they were very fat and delicious. 

'OR the 10th, at two o'clock in the morning, we started 

from this place, and owing to tIle darkness, lost our path, 

and wandered about for two hours before it was found; we 
rode all the day through a fine even country, passing many­

douhars, and travelliJ1g as usua:!; and at night pitched our 

t:ent in the midst of one of the douhars, which I shall here 

descrihe, (having made mention of them fi'equently before,) 

and this description will answer for the whole of them, with 
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little variation. On our approach to within fifty yards, we 

halted, and were soon met by the chief, for they all have 

one head man, whom they honour by the title of Sheick: he 

welcomed us in very handsome terms; im'ited us to ad vance; 

pointed out a place which was the safest within the douhar 

for our t€nt; and furnished us with milk and eggs gratis, 

while the Moors that accompanied us were plentifully 

regaled with bread, water, and couS-COO-S00. This dOllhar 

was composed of one hundred and fifty-four tents, pitched 

in the form of a hollow square; the tents being placed 

about fifty yards apart; an equal nmllber occupying each 

side, and at equal distances, all made of very coarse strong 

woollen cloth, of the saine colour, and set up in the same 

manner as those on the Desert, and all facing inward. 

Before each tent, and at a very short distance from it, all 

the" camels, cattle, goats, and asses, are made to lie d0WTl, 

where they are taught to remain until they are roused up to" 

be milked in the morning, when the shepherds or herdsmen. 

drive thela out into the open country to feed, and return with 

them again at night-fall. They milk the mares, camels, 

cows, asses, goats, and sheep; and in order to effect this 

with the two last mentioned animals, which are very tame, 

they divide the sheep and goats into two rows, facing each 

other: as soon as they approach so as to interlock their 

necks, they are caught by two ropes which are ready strung 

for the purpose, alld by this means they are kept close 

3 z 2 
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together, while the women and girls go behind and milk 

them bet~een their hind legs; the, lambs having been pre­

viousl~ tied or secured in a similar way. A good ewe will 

yield a pint of milk ill a morning, and a goat more: sheep's 

milk is reckoned the richest by the natives, but I preferred 

that of the goat or camel to either of the others, though 

asses' l!nd mare's milk is very rich and good. They make 

butter by putting the new milk into a goat skin, the hair on 

the inside; the butter is of course a little hairy, but they 

cap. pick it clean with their fingers, and they generally have 

white haired goat skins for churns. The Arabs who inhabit 

~xdusively these douhars are extremely 'hos12itable,and not 

only furnish the traveller with the best they have to eat and 

drink, but also set a ~vatch oV,er his tent and baggage, which 

they strictly take care of: the Sheicks themselves are respon­

sible for every article that may be missing in the morning, 

and which if not immediately found, they pay the stranger 

his own price' for it in money without hesitation. Thus the, 

Moorish and' Arab travellers can pass from one ~d of the 

empire to the other without expense, and at their leisure, and 

transact their commercial business in a cheap way, only 

bUYIng the barley for their beasts which carry their burdens 

when they travel on mules or horses, being obliged to feed 

them on barley and straw; but when they use camels, 

wqich is by far the most common method, these hardy 

beasts live on the herbage and shrubbery which they nip 
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passing along the road, taking a bite now and then as they 

continue walking, and as soon as they stop, their two fore 

legs are tied within a foot of each other and they are turned 

out to feed. Without tIus precaution, the camel is such a 

wandering creature, not unlike his Arab master in that 

respect, that be the herbage ever so good and plentiful 

where he is turned out, heis continually..restless, and keeps 

moving on, so that in the course of an hour or two he will 

stray -m!iny miles from the place where he was first turned 

loose. 

On the 11th, at daybreak, we left this douhar, and pro­

ceeded over a smooth beautiful plain every where covered 

with fields of grain or grass and flowering shrubs, with 

numerous herds of cattle, camels, asses, and flocks of sheep 

and goats; while the road or rather foot-path (for such they 

all are in this country) was covered with loaded camels 

travelling each way to and from Darlbeda, and at about eight 

o'clock A. M. we reached that city. Darlbeda is a walled 

town of about two _miles in circumference, situated at the 

bottom of a broad bay; its port is tolerably good for land­

ing cargoes, although the bay where vessels lie is very 

rocky, and can only -be approached with safety in the 

summer months and in mild weather. Large quantities 

of wheat were formerly shipped at this port -for Spai.a 

and Portugal. I peeped into it for a few minutes; it is 

muc.h on the decay: -_ the houses, which -are bujlt ,chiefly-of 
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stone and clay, as well as the walls, are falling down in 

every direction, and even the gateway is in a t0ttering 

eOlildirtion ,: it is a ,very dirty place; the houses are from one 

to three- stomes high, !Lnd. the stl;eets very narrow ~ theFe still 

renrailils an: open aqueduct, that used t(!} conveJl water for 

severahnilesintotID"is town.; itisin good repair, being bumtof 

s.tone,andJime;, ·.the. water.$uns.in it to within two hundred 

yards of the walls,. where it has . been cut off. for the con­

v.enieNce of roads: thus the destructive hands of th~ Moors 

are employed in marring and spoiling even their own town, 

which ,must soon become no b~tter tban,a heap or ruins, 

"' We passed Darlbeda, .and . came to A.fida:llah, a town 

built by Sidti .Mohammed: this town is irrolosed by a tolerable 

~ud and stone wall, and, is .situated about one mile £rom the 

sea, The' whole coast from IDar1beda,. t«) far. beyon!il 

Atidallah, is liNed with huge heaps of beach sand', hove up 

bJ' :the almost constant 1iJ.·ade-winds, blowing direct on 

shOre. 

. Afidallal} stands on a beahl~iful plain: it was built for the 

purpose of receiving. and storing th~ large, quantities of 

wheat aNd barley, that , l!1sually grew near its site; and its 

harb01ir, 0Juy one mile ,distant from it, is shelterea by a long 

{lind, narrow island, wiJihin which vessels of a small size can 

~Iil.e~0r, and be tolerably ,safe. This is sai61, by Moham­

med, one of our muJeteers, and an 'Old saiilor, to he by far 

the safest open harbour in the empire during the winter 
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months; but the landing is bad, a~d can orily be effected 

in light winds and good weather. Large quantitieS" of 

wheat, barley, big acorns, fruit, &c. were shipped from 

Afidallah during the reign of Sidi Mohammed, and a palt 

of the present reign, but Muley Soliman, the present Sultan, 

has of late become so bigoted, that he thinks, or pretends it 

is a sin for his subjects to trade with the Christians; · he has, 

therefore, forbid the exportation of almost all the articles of 

commerce, and rendered, by this means, his people poor; 

ruined most of his towns, and involved himself in many 

broils wi,th his subjects, while he is straining every nerve to 

take away the little remains of their property, in contribu­

tions and presents extorted from them by rapacious officers 

appointed for the purpose. The goods for shipping were 

carried 'from Afidallah on camels, across the sand hills that 

shelter the town from the violent sea-gales. This place is 

about six hundred yards square, flanked by four square 

forts Joined to each corner, and so constructed as to be able 

to rake the whole length of the wall on the outside with 

{;annon and musketry. 

We passed on, and pitched our tent at night within the 

walls of an old town called Sebilah; there is no house stand­

ing in it, except a part of a large mosque, and a tall well­

built tower, though it was once a considerable place. Within 

these walls, in one corner, was a large garden, well stocked 

with 'yegetables, and about a hundred tents were pitched, 
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as if in the open fiel~; so we pitched __ our tent near the walls 

of the mosque. There Were several wom~n here that wanted 

medicines, and though I had none to give them, yet my 

l!lere advice, which was thought important, procu~ed milk 

and eggs sufficient for our suppers. Soon after sunset, all 
~' . -

the flqcks and cattle belongi~g to the inhabitants ~vere 

driven within the walls, and disposed of as in the common 

douhars, :wh~n the stout gate was shut and strongly_ barred. 

Many travellers arrived in the evening, and wished to enter, 

but found no admittance, and they took up their lodgings 

outside of the walls. 

_ Janual'y the 12th, at daylight, our soldier had the gate 

<;>pened, and we went forward: there were outside of the. 

gate sev€Fallarge droves of camels with their owners, w~ich 

had put up there in the night-th~y were prin~ipall'y loaded 

with sacks. of salt or barley, and going towards Rab~t. 'We 

rode on fast, a~d passed three considerable streams, which 

the Moors call rivers, and say they are not fordable in the 

rainy season; but we got over without difficulty, being then 

only brooks: the country was level and well cuhivated, and 

we passed innumerable droves of light and loaded camels, 

mules, and asses. 

At about eight o'clock A. M. we saw a high tower east of 

us, which stands at the head of the aqueduct that cQnveys 

water to Rabat; and at about three P. M. we came to the 

outer wall of that city, which stands half a mile froUl the 
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main wall, and incloses a grea~ number of fine gardens of 

fruit and yegetables, besides some wheat fields: it extends 

from the palace (which is spacious, and situated on the left 

,upon the bank of the sea between the olitei' arid main walls) 

round to the river eastward of the city: here the Jews 

were obliged to dismount before they could enter the town, 

and there I left them, and proceeded with my guard, followed 

by my muleteer into the city. My friend, Mr. Willshire, had 

given me an introductory letter to Mr. Abouderham, the 

English Vice Consul at Rabat, and we proceeded directly to 

his house, which is situated in the principal town. On my 

arrival, I was received by that gentleman with every mark 

of politeness and respect I could wish: -he furnished me 

}vith a room and every thing I n.eeded for my ,comfort. ' The 

next day being the Jews' Sabbath, I had time to visit dif­

ferent parts of the city, and the Jews' town or Millah. 

Rabat is situated at the mouth of the river B eregreb-on 

its left bank, within a mile of the sea, it is defended on the 

south by a double wall and some batteries of cannon ; on 

the west, facing the sea, by a very strong fortress, and :along 

the river on the north, by very high and steep cliffs, a wall, 

and a number of strong batteries. I should compute the 

circumference of the ollter walls at six miles, but the inner 

one not more than three. 

_' The city is situated on uneven ground ; is very well built 

for <I- l\'loorish town, though the .str,eets a.;re narrow, crooked 

4A 
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and dirty; yet the houses in general are in good repair, and 

two 'stories high, built of stone and lime mortar, and flat 

roofed., with an inner Gourt; a. few window's next the-streets, 

which are onJy air-holes-, and secured with wOCfden shutters 

and grates, with'ou,t gloass-. Thet:e are i!ll this city ten 

mosques of diffe-Toot heights and shapes: it is the largest 

sea-port, town in the Moorish dominions, though at present 

the bat at the riveT's mouth is so healJiled up with sand, as 

only to admit of vessels drawing six fe-et water, and yet th.e 

tide rises within it about ten feet, and runs very rapidly. 

The Millah. or Jew's town is waLled -in separately, to prevent 

tlhe Jews from mixing with and defiling the Moors, and that 

they may mClre easily be kept iN sllbjectioH ,vith the aid 0f 

the bastinado-. '['his 1\iLillan has, been "built Iilnly about six: 

years;- has but one gate, which is guarded an<d ' ».ept b>y 

1\100rs; and there are some "ery goed hOhlses in it. It is 

said to contain eight tho~'i'sam.d. Jell'S, wh@ are (for the most 

p airt) very pOOl"; J1IJ.Jseraible, and depraved, and live in the 

m:ost dJegraded -conditien: tlley worship in twdve Il~OAl\s 

called synagogm~s, and I 'was told that nearly @ne half ef 

the male" inhabitants Were priests. 

Ra"bat is very well peoflled: the wholtl number tilf its 

inhabitants is computed by Mr. Aboudel'ham 110 exceed 

sixty thousand. Many of the Moors hen~ are :rich., and :liV€ 

in great IUl):my, 1kee'J!l~ng large se'ragl~{)s of Women, and .hav­

iHg beautif.ill gardens. Vast qU~lIltities of haliG-ks, and other 
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woollen and cotton Cloths, are here fabricat~d, and great 

quantities of sole and Morocco le<j..ther, and C,Qal'S~ earthen. 

Wal'e, such as pots, bowls, jars, &c. are also IJIaIltlfactured in 

this city. It cCLlTies on a brisk inland trade, and th~ 

Moorish inhabitants seem to be more civilized than ill 

any other town I passed through. Here i~ the principa~ 

navy-cyard of the Emperor, where his ships are built; for the 

Moors have none for commerctj. Here was Qng new frigate 

lyipg by the walls, partly fitted; she appell-1'ed to be abolf~ 

five hundred tC)I1S burden; WaS pierced for 32 guns, and 

the Moors said she would be ready to go round to La­

resch, where their ships of war are fitted out in two or 

three months: to get them over the bar at the mouth of the 

river, they are obliged to go out perfectly light; to buoy 

them up as much as possible, and lay them sideways on the 

bar, at high tide, and in mild weather, where they are 

steadied by means of cables and anchors, until the yielding 

sand is washed away, and they are forced over by the power 

of the ebb tide, which runs like a mill-race. 

Rabat is supplied with water by a considerable stream 

led into the city by means of an old fashioned aqueduct 

from the south, that is four or five leagues in length : the 

aqueduct was either built or thoroughly repaired by the old 

and liberal Emperor, Sidi Mohammed: I wished to visit 

the town of Sallee, so famous in history for its piracies on 

the eJcean, situated on the other side of the river, and 

4A.2 
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directly opposite 'Rabat, but I was dissuaded from making 

the attempt, by Mr. Abouderham and my guide, who said 

that the whole people of Sallee still retained their ancient 

pride, prejudices, and natural feroci1iy: that no Christian, 

or even a Barbary Jew in a Christian dress, could enter 

tl eir walls if he was ever> so well guarded ,by imperial 501-

oiers,without -being in imminent danger of losing his life. 

Mr. Abouderha.m said he had visited it twice; that it con­

tained about forty thousand fierce and haughty Moors, and 

four thousand miserable Jews. 

" 



CA PTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESEll't. 549 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Description of a lWr1'id show of two venomous serpents-sets 

out from Rabid-of Sallee, 1I1amora, Lal'esch-Spanish 

Missionaries-llfool'ish Navy-arrival at Tal1giel·. 

ON Sunday, the 14th January, 1816, being anxious to get 

forward on my journey; I went into the Jews' town to make 

the necessary preparations; for I inteNded to proceed with~ 

out my Jew's company, _whom I had found out to be deceit­

ful and dishonest, having already manreuvl~d e out of 

most of my money. The soldier( and muleteer went along 

with me: this muleteer, as I before observed, had been a 

sailor; had visited Spain and Portug2.l, and spoke the 

Spanish language so that I could understand him; . his name 

was :Mohammed. Soon after our entrance into the Millah, 

we saw a concourse of people, consisting 'of Moors and 

Jews, crowding about one of the single-storied houses, which 

stood alone. Going near it, I inquired the cause of this 

assemblage, and was informed that a couple of that kind of 

Moors, called Serpent Eaters, . were about to amuse the 

Moors and Jews with a sight of two of the mo.st venomous 
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serpents on earth; together with their m.anner of attacking 

the human species: and that each one who chose to see the 

exhibition through the windows (for it was to take place in 

that room) must pay half a dollar. Being desirous of 

having a look, I offered a dollar for a station at a window; 

but all the windows were already occupied, and the places 

paid for. My guard, observing my disappointment, asked 

me if I wished for a birth? which I answered by putting 

two dollars in his hand; whereupon he called <rut to the 

Jews at one of the windows to clear a place for el Tibib del 

Sultan, (the Sultan's doctor). Those, however, who had 

paid their money, not liking to lose their places, were 

umwilling to move : upon which my guard brushed them 

away wilbh his big caRe without ce.emony; giving me a 

whole window to myself, saying he would uep guard. I 

looked illtO the room . without interruptioN: it was about 

twenty feet tONg, and fifteen feet broad, pwed with tiles, 

and plastered within. These had also bruin se()ured .by an 

additional grating made of wire, in such a manmer a!> to 

render it impossible for the serpents to escape from the 

room: it had but one door, and that had a hole Cll1:t wough 

it, six or eight imches- sq1J.are: this· hole was alsID secured by 

a gmting. In the worn st(!)od two men who appeared to be 

Arabs, wi:t;ll long bushy hwir and booI:ds; and I was <tI'Jld 

they weve a particnlam race of men that c(1)uJd chaJIll 

serpents. A woo.6lenbox, ahout four reet wag and twtj feet 
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,vide, was placed near the door, with a string fastened to a 

slide. at one end of it: this string went through a hole in the 

door. The two serpent-eaters were dressed in haicks only, 

and those very small ones. After they had gone through 

with their religious ceremonie most devoutly, they appeared 

to take an eternal farewell of each other: tl~is done, one of 

them retired from the room, and shut the door tight after 

him. The Arab within seemed to be in dveadful distress~I 

could observe his heart throb and his bosom heave most 

violently; and he cried out very loudly, " Allah houaki bar!" 

three times, which is, as I understand it, " God, have mercy 

on me!" The Arab was at the farthest end of the room: at 

that instant the cage was opP.1l.p.rl, mvl a sp.rpent crept out 

slowly; he was about four feet long, and eight inches in 

circumference; his colours were the most beautiful in llature 

~being bright, and varit<gated with a deep yellow, a purple, 

a cream colour, black and brown spotted, &c. As soon as 

he saw the Arab in the room, his eyes, which were small, 

and green, kindled as with fire: he erected himself in a 

second, his head two feet high, and, darting on the defeace­

less Arab, seized him between the folds of his haick, just 

above his right hip bone, hissing most horribly: the Arab 

gave a horrid shriek, when another ser.pent canlle out ()f thle 

oage. This last, was black, very shining, and appeared to 

be seven or eight feet lon.g, but not more tha;n two inches in 

d,iam(',ter :as soon -as he had cleared rthe cage, he cast his 
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red fiery eyes on his intended victim, thrust out his forked 

tongue, threw himself into a round coil, erected his head, 

which was in ,the centre of the coil, three feet ftom the fioor, 

flattening' out the ' skill. abo;ve his head and eyes in the form 

and nearly of the' size of a. human heart; and, springing like 

lightning on the Arab, stmck its fangs iBto his neck, near 

the jugular.vein, while his tail and body flew round his neck 

and arms in two or three folds. The,Arab set up the most 

hideous and piteous yelling, foamed and frothed .at the 

mouth, grasping the folds of the serpent, which were romld 

his arms, with his right hand, and seemed to be in the 

greatest agony~striving to tear the reptile from around his 

neek, while, wiJ-.h-hisJefLhe....s.eized hold of it near its head; 

bilt couldno't break its hold: by this time, the other had 

twined itself around his legs, and kept biting all around the 

other parts of his body, makIng apparently deep incisions: 

the blood jssuing from every wound, both in his neck and 

body, streamed all over his haick and skin. My blood .was 

chilled in my veins with horror at this sight, and it was with 

difficulty 'my.Jegs would support my frame. Notwithstand­

ing the Arab's greatest exertions to tear away the serpents 

.with his hands, they twined themselves still tighter; stopped 

his breath, and he fell to the fioor, where he continued for a 

moment, as -if in the most inconceivable ago,ny, rolling over, 

and covering every· part of his body with his own blood and 

froth, until he ceased to move, and appeared to have expired. 
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In his last struggle, he had wounded the black serpent with 

his teeth, as it was striving, as it were, to force its head into 

his mouth ; which wound seemed to increase its rage. At 

this instant, I heard the shrill sound of a whistle; and look~ 

ing towards the door, saw the other Arab applying a call to 

" his mouth: the serpents listened to the music ; their fury 

seemed to forsake them by degrees; they disengaged them­

selves leisurely from the apparently lifeless carcass; and 

creeping towards the cage, they soon entered it,ancl were 

immediately_ fastened in. The door of the apartment was 

now opeI).ed, and he without, ran to "assist his companion: 

he .had a phial of blackish liquor in one harid, and all,: iron 

chissel in the other: finding the teeth of his companion set; 

he thrust in the chissel, pried them open, and then poured a 

little of the liquor into his mouth ; and holding " the lips 

together, applied his mouth to the dead man's nose, and 

filled .his ltmgs with air: he next anointed his -numerous 

wounds with a li ttle of the same liquid ; and yet no sign of life 

appeared . I thought he was dead in earnest; his neck and 

veins were exceedingly swollen; when his comrade, taking 

up _ the lifeless . trunk in hi~ arms, brought it out into the 

open air, and continued the operation of blow1:llg for several 

minutes, before a sign of life appeared: at length he gasped, 

and after a time recovered so far as to .be able to speak. 

The swellings on 11is neck, body, and legs, gradually sub­

sided; as they continued washing the . wounds with . clear 

4B 
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cold water, and a sponge, and applying the b1ack liquor 

'occasionally: a clean haick was wrapped about him, but. 

his strength seemed so far exhausted, that he could not 

support himself standing; so his comrade laid him OJ'! the 

ground by a wall, where he sunk into a ~leep. This exhi-

. bition lasted for about a quarter of an hour from the time ' 

the serp(mts. were let loose, 'until they were called off, and it 

was more than an hour from that time before he could 

speak. I thought that I could discover that the poisonous 

fangs had been pulled out of these formidable serpents' jaws, 

and mentioned that circumstanc.e to the showman, who said 

that they had indeed been extracted; and when I wished to 

knovv how swelli>ngs on his neck and other parts could be 

assumed, he assured me, that though their deadly fangs 

were out, yet that the poisonous quality of their breath and 

spittle would cause the deaith of those they attack: tl1at after 

a bite fi'om either of these serpents, DO man could exist 

lODger than fifteen minutes, and that there was no remedy 

f(j)r any but those who were endowed by tlile Almighty with 

power to charm and to manage them, and that he and his 

associate were of that favoured number. The :l\1oors and 

Arabs call the thick aI'1(;]; beautiful serpent El Ejfah, and tJ.10 

long black and heart_headed one Et B-usclifah. I afterwards 

saw engravings of these two seFpents in Jackson's l'1tforocca, 

which are' very .C0nect resemblances ; tl1ey are said to be 

very numerous on and about the. south foot of the Atlas 
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mowltains, and border of the Desert, where these were 

caught when young, and where they often attack and 

destroy both men and beasts. The Effah's bite is said to be 

incurable, and its poison so subtile as to cause a man's 

death in fifteen minutes. When I saw the Effah, it brought 

·to my mind the story of the fiery serpents.that bit the children 

of Israel in the deserts of Arabia, near :Mount Hor, as 

recorded in the 21st Chapter Of the Book of Numbers; 

merely because the Effah resembled, in appearance, a brazen 

serpent; the two serpent-eaters said, they came from Egypt, 

about three years ago. 

This exhibition of serpents, (the first I was told of the 

kind that had ever taken place at Rabat,) and our prepara­

tions, detained us the whole day; however I had made all 

the necessary arrangements, got the tent, provisions, &c. in 

order to be ready for 'a start the next morning, and on 

January the 15th, very early, I took my leave of Mr. Abou­

derham, who though a Jew, was nevertheless a man of 

feeling, and much of a gentleman; he is a native of Leg­

horn, had received a good education, and spoke the French 

language fluently. 

We crossed the river, which is here about half a mile 

wide, and proceeded towards the walls of Sallee; the river 

has entirely left the Sallee side, which is now filled up with 

sand and mud, leaviNg the town nearly a mile from the 

water; there were still to be seen some remaIns of its 

4B.2 
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ancient docks, and wrecks of vessels. . I looked attentively 

at Sallee, in passing its walls, which are high and strong, 

built of stone, and well cemented; they had been repaired 

lately, ahd are flanked by many circular and square towers, 

on _ which about two hundred pieces of cannon are still 

mounted, of all calibers; and it appeared that it must have· 

formerly been mounted with several hundred pieces more. 

Near its walls, on the east, north, and west sides, are beau­

tifUl gardens that appear to be extremely fertile, well laid 

out, and cultivated: great numbers of orange, lemon, and 

sweet lemon trees, were bending under their loads of rich 

yellow fruit: hundreds of fig, pomegranate, almond,. and 

other fruit-trees, were now leafless, but budding forth, an'a 

thus promising- abundance in their season. Many of the 

gardens are of great extent, and planted with the cotton-tree; 

which is small, and produces cotton inferior to the Ame­

rican, called Georgia U phind, and only in small quap,tities. 

As we proceeded on our road, we came to the ' aqueduct 

which supplies Sallee with fresh water: this aqueduct serves 

as an outer wall to the city on the north; is nearly a mile 

from it, and about thirty feet high where we passed through 

it: here are three large arches resembling gateways, .and 

marks are still to be seen, where gates were once hung .: the 

wall is .eight or ten -feet in thickness, and appears to , be 

about four miles in length. The canal for conducting the 

water is neat fhetop:, but uncovered; this ' aqueduct is said 
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tu have been built by the Romans; it is formed of large 

hewn stones, and is extremely solid. 

·We travelled on through a fine champaign country, every 

where cultivated, until two P. l\1I. when we saw on our left, 

and passed a lake of fresh water, about two miles in length, 

and half a mile in breadth: this was the first lake, or indeed 

pond, I had ever seen in this country; and soon afterwards 

we arrived on the bank of the river Mediah. On the left 

bank of this river, near its mouth, stands, though mostly in 

ruins, the andent Portugueze town and fortress of JJ1mno?'a; 

the fortress is situated on a high hill that overlooks the sur­

rounding country, commands the ruins of the town, and is 

now garrisoned by about three hundred black troops. The 

town was built close along the brink of the river, and its 

northern wall was washed by every tide; and though Ycry 

old, has not yet sustained much injl11'Y. The river enters 

the sea over a bar in aN. W. direction: the lower waU has 

an excellent circular battery, built of large hewn-stone, and 

was calculated for mounting thirty heav y g~ns for the defence 

of the harbour; though now dismantled. This town wall 

is about half a mile in length along the river, and the ruins 

two hundred yards in breadth, and the place was once very 

strongly walled in on the land side, but this wall is now in 

ruins: not a soul inhabits this town at present. Here ,some 

of my former opinions were confirmed; . for it is certain that 

the sea has receded from this coast: the evident marks of the 
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water high on this wall, and on the point _of land ncar which" 

the town stands, that must ftom appearances have been' 

worn in by the dashing of the sea, together with the situa­

tion of the present bar, prove to an observer, without any 

possibility of doubt, that the ocean has receded since this_ 

place was built, for more than a mile distance, and that its 

peFpendicular height has decreased at least fifteen feet since 

that period. I do not pretend to account for 'this fact, but 

leave it; to be explained by philosophers. 

We were to cross this river in a good boat that took over 

fifteen camels with their loads at a trip; but there were on 

the bank, waiting for their turns to cross, at least five hun~ 

dred loaded camels, besides mules and asses, chiefly with. 

burdens of wheat and barley going on to Tangier and 

Tetuan, where all kinds of bread stuffs were said to be very 

scarce and dear. I told my soldier that it was necessary to 

inform the boatrlil.an that as I was the Emperor's surgeon, 

and himseLf an Alcayd, that we could not wait, b\llt must 

pass over immediately, for the wind hlew fresm from the 

S. W. and they had but one boat, which could not IDitake 

above six trips in a day; and it would not be our turn,..from 

the then appearances, in less than a week: trois, with an 

offer of two dollars t@ the boatman, had the desiFed effect, 

and we were ferried over wi.th tIle second boat-load, though 

not without much opposition and dispute between my ~uaFd 

and those who were waiting before us, and which was eml,Y 
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settled by the interference of the black garrison; for my 

guide had the address to persuade them that he was indeed 

an Alcayd, and I the Sultan's doctor. After crossing the 

river, we mounted the sand hills, and at 10 P. M. pitched 

our tent in the midst of a douhar, where we got some milk 

and eggs for our money. 

Tuesday, the 16th, we started very early: it had rained 

very hard with heavy squalls of wind most part of the pre­

ceding night, but my tent being sound, kept off the storm: 

it was now clear and serene; nearly the whole face of the 

ground was covered with violet and pink coloured flowers, 

not more than an inch or two in height, which seemed to 

have sprung up during the night, and as the sun exhaled the 

dews from around them, the fresh air of the morning was 

filled with the most delightful fragrance. The country on 

our right was a low morass, partly covered with water, 

which soon grew into a lake of considerable .breadth. We 

travelled, during the whole day, along its left margin: its 

surface was spotted over with innumerable wild ducks and 

other aquatic birds, which some of the inhabitants were 

shooting at. In lieu of boats they use a kind of catamaran, 

which is made by lashing three. small palm tree logs cogetluer 

by means of cords made of the bark of this useful tree ; they 

have a crotched stick set up near one end of their float for a 

fest to their guns, and instead of oars, use long poles to force 

it along; when the gunner gets on his raft, he leaves his 
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haick behind him for fear of wetting it, and shoves out 

entirely naked: their guns are very long and clumsy, with 

Mool;sh locks; so that that mode of fowling supplies them 

with but little gamc, though the lake is nearly covered with it. 

The sight, of this catamaran brought to my mind those made 

use of in the Atlantic ocean along the coast of Brazil, and 

in some other p.arts of the world: the fishermen on those 

coasts form a raft by laying three rough logs alongside of 

one another, thirty fcet in length, and pinning them together 

with woodcn tree-nails, they then place two more logs partly 

on the upper side of the cxterior logs, and pin them 011 fast; 

sharpen the 'two ends of all the logs, and the float is' finished. 

'110 make it manageable, they raise a four-legged beneh in 

it, near 'the centre, which serves to steady a mast, on which 

they hoist a sho'ulder-of-mutton sail~ and go out to sea. I 

have seen them twenty leagues from land. These boats are 

l~erfectly safe, for they can neither leak, upset, nor founder, 

and sail remarkably fast, and are steered with a 'stout oar. 

There are several islands in this lake; on one of which 

there is a very spacious sanctuary, many fruit-trees, and 

several apparently good gardens. Since leaving Dirlbeda, 

we' had , seen no high land,. only modej'ate acclivities, no 

more than to make it agreeable to the eu),tivator. This after­

noon we discovered the ridge of mountailiswhich lie behind 

Fez and Mequi.nez, stretching from the Atlas to the Straits 

of Gibraltar, and forming one of the far-famed pillars of 
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Hercules. At first they were scarcely visible in' the distai1t 

horizon, and appeared like the tops of high islands, when 

approaching them on the ocean: not a tree or bush ' of any 

magnitude had we seen for several days, except the fig, palm I' 

or other fruit-trees, which were generally planted in clusters 

or in .gardens near the towns: at night we pitched our tent 

at a douhar near the border of the lake. 

·Wednesday, January 17th, we stal"ted early, and went 

down the bank near the sea, to pass round the former outle1J 

of this lake, which was now dammed with sea-saJnd very 

high; and on the sides of the bank which formed the outlet, 

stood four saint-houses, nearly covered up with san d.-drifts. 

Continuing our journey until about noon, we began to come 

among trees of considerable size; they looked like a species 

of oak with a thick shaggy bark, but are an ever-green; this 

wood is very brittle, and the trees produce a kind of acorn. 

of a very large size, which the Spaniards and Portugueze 

used to caTry away in large quantities from this country:-' 

they were as highly esteemed as. the chesnut, and used ;for 

food by the people of those nations: they also fed their> 

swine on them. 

PassiI.lg through a large forest, we came to a small lake on 

our right, and, at sunset, approached the walls of Laresch, 

Having hea,rd that · some Spanish friars resided here, I in­

quired for them, and was soon conducted to thei~ dwelling, a 

very· good house, of European construction. The principal 

4c 
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friar came out to meet me; and, after I had given a short 

account of myself in Spanish, said he would lodge me for 

cha..rity's sake .; and then conducted me into a tolerabl:y well 

furnished room: and, as he had lived in Mogadore, asl\:ed 

me many ql!lestions concerning that city, and his old ac­

~uaintances there, some of whom I happened to know. He 

treated me with some wine, which he said was of his own 

manufacture; it was none of the best, however: and, at 10 

Q'clock at night, an excellent supper of fowls and sallads, 

d,ressed in the Spanish style, was served up. This Padre, 

whose name is Juan Tinaones, told me that he had lived in 

J3arbary for tem years, four of which he had spent at Moga­

more, tll·ree at Rabat, and three her.e, secll\ded from the' 

civilized world; that the court Clf Spain allowed a large pre­

mium to> those Padres, or Fathers, of good character, to be 

approved of by the Archbishop, who are willing to spend ten 

years in Barbary as missionaries, and a stipend of three 

thousand dollars a year for the remainder of theN- Eves. I ' 

asked hN-n of what use he CClu.1d be in Barbary to the cause' 

of Cmristianity, since he dare not even attempt to convert a 

Moor or an Arab, or mention the name of the Saviour as 

'one of t!he Godhead to either, or even to a Jew? "None -at 

all," said me, " but still we bear the name of missionaries at 

home, to convert the heathen; our allowanoe of money is 

ample: we liv.e well, as. you see, (he was iNdeed fat and in 

fine order,) laugh at the folly of our· countrymen, and enjoy , 
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the present as well as we can." (The circumstance of there 

being two young and pretty J ewesses in the house, and ' 

plenty of good cheer, did not tend, in any great degl'ee, to dis­

credit his representation.) "When this ten years expire," 

continued this pious Padre, " we get leave to return to our 

country, where we are received as patterns of piety, that 

have rendered vast services to the Christian world: every 

respectable house is open to receive us-our company is 

much sought after-our yearly salary of three thousand dol­

lars affords us many gratifications-and, for these ten years 

spent in such privations and severe Gospel labours, we are 

allowed absolution for the n~mainder of-our lives, which, you 

will readily believe,we try to make as comfortable as possi­

ble." Padre (i. e. father) Tinaones wanted to know if I was 

a Catholic? To this I answered in the Llegative. He said 

it was a pity; and that, unless I came within the pale of the 

Church, he feared my precious soul would.be fOl' ever mise­

rable. Our conversation next turned upon the Jews: he 

-said-" There were about two h,mdred miserable families of 

them in Laresch, who, though they are, in a manner, slaves 

to the Mohammedans, will IlOt believe in. our holy religion: 

there were two Jews who applied to me, and said they were 

converted to the true Catholic faith, and believed Jesus Christ 

to be the Son of God, and the ,Saviour of mankind :-they 

were accordingly baptized as Christians; yet, as soon as they 

'had-'obtained a loan offour hundred dollars from me, in small 

4c2 
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sums, and found they could get no more, they turned backi 

to Judaism again,: and left me no means of redress: which: 

fuJly convinced me that their pretended conv~rsion to Chris-

Danity was ,n0th~ng more thana premeditated scheme to.;oh 

me of my money;, and that, wlJenever a Jew professes ' to 

become a. Christian, it is but a false pretence, and he, is 

actuated .en.tirely by mercenary motives, The Jews," added 

he; "hold 'Christ and his follo",{eI;s !n the great~st possible 

contempt, and pretend to b.e1ie\':e th;;t.t all ,men, who aL'e not 

Isr:aelites, will be dqomed, at the day of j,udgment, to eter­

nal punishment." This night wasprmcipally spent in 'con­

ve.cs~tion with the Padre. OJil. vario~s . subjects. 

Thursday, J,aIDu!lry 18th., I made rea.dy te go OID eady, but 

the tide Fan so' rapid~y. at that time, that it was impossible'to 

pass the river without the risk of lJeivg driven into the sea; 

so I had time to 'make' observations, ' 

-Laresch is handsomely. situated on tAe' left· bank of the 

river Sahoo, near its entrance-i.nto" the sea: the town ' lie~ 

along the river's bank,. and is half a illUe iLl lengt,h, but very 

I13!rrow; it is strongly walled in all aroun.d,. and has two 

gates" 'one on the east, and the ottler on the south side:­

the fortress is' on a hill south of th.e'town, ff-om 'WI!ich , i~ l~ 

only separated by a wall; it is st(ongly built, and flanked 

by eight towers; has about on.e 'hundred piec~s Qf cannop, 

motmted orr its 1!attlemejlts, and stap.ds, too, high to be 

battered down by the ship-ping, even ,if ,they cojJld g!!t int<!l> 
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the river : this town is said to have been built by the Portu~ 

gueze originally, and only occupies the same space it did 

formerly, that is to say, about one mile in circumference: 

it contains about eighteen thousand inhabitants, i. e. sixteen 

thousand l\/{oors, and two thousand J e IVS, who are all very 

poor, as no trade is carried on here by sea or by land: they 

are obliged to work hard in the adjacent gardens, amI till 

the impoverished fields in order to gain a scanty subsistence .. 

This is the only safe port the Emperor of Morocco has fol' 

fitting out his large cruisers, from whence they can get to· 

sea with their armament: the river here is very narro,,,, runs 

close along the waUs of Laresch, and is very deep opposite 

the town; there is said to be on the bar at' its mouth eighteen 

feet water at high spring tides. The river within the towh is 

both broad and deep; the tides !'lm very rapidly both at 

flood and ebb, so much so .. that ,,'e were Qbligecr tio wait 

un.til it was Bewly spent, before it "v.as deemed. safe' to cross:' 

elireetly in the ferrying"place, an old brig lay sunk, which 

had been captured under the Russian flag; and the crew 

kept as slaves or pris(!)"ners for about a year. The Emperor's. 

navy ' was now lying alongside of the bank, consisting of one 

frigate-built ship, coppered to the bends, of about 700 tons 

burden, and mounting 32 guns, apparen.tlly 18' pounders, on 

the main deck; and a brig, called the Swearah, also cop" 

pered ; ' a beautiful vegre}, mounting 18 guns, said to sail, 

and Trom hel: appearance, would sail, very fast: she was 
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built in England, and therc fitted in the best possible 

Inanner, and presented to the Emperor by a Jew of Moga­

dore, named J.l!Iacnin, a most notorious character, but called 

a vcry ri ch mcrchant: this Jew has a brother in London, 

who, it is said, has here tofore managed to get goods on 

credit to very Jarge amounts, and he then sends them to 

Mogadore, 'where his' brolller loads back the ships with less, 

generally, than half the val,ue of the olltward cargo, and 

thus cO lJtiuues no gull the EngLish merchants in the true 

B<trlmry sty le: the principal in Londoll fails-his credltoF8 

(lollJpoLilld with him: he begins anew; obtaills, from some 

quarter or <tAother, all the crcdit 1\e wishes; sends out tIle 

g00ds to Barbalry; gets no returns;' fails aga.in , and again 

eOlllpromises, an d commences the ,old busi ness. The 

Empel'or, sornc time ago, attcmpted to give this W01·tltV Jew 

!1lerCilan L a gentle sqllee~e, and seized his goods, hOllses, 

cash , ,~nd eveJlY thing valuable that his officers could lay 

thoil' h 'Lnds on; upon ' which lfIIacnin , to conciliate his 

majesuy, and to get a part of his ill-gotten property back 

aga,in, n'iade hilll a p resent of this 1i11e brig, which could 

not have cost him much, for " Los Inglesis Lo pagan" (the 

English p.LY for i t) is his motto. These two vessels aJ1d the 

new frigltte at Rabat, now constitute the whole of the 

Emperor's mwn,) force: his maxim is to be a,t war with every 

nacion who has not made a treaty with him, or which has 

l)O L a Consul Gencl'al ,residing at Tangier to make him the 
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customary presents on his annual holidays, or pay him 

tribute agreeably to the terms of his treaties. According to 

this system,. he sends out his crui zers from time to time, 

who, if they'find a. vessel bearing a flag, whose nation has 

not mad e a treaty of peace with him, they capture her, 

bring her in as a good prize, and retain the crew as 

slaves or prisoners. About eighteen months ago, this brig 

Mogadore, then on a cruise, captun~d the Russian brig 

before mentioned, and carried her into Laresch: now the 

Emperor of Russia had not stipulated for a peace with his 

Moorish majesty, and had no Consul residing at Tangier, so 

the vessel's cargo was SQon disposed of as a prize, and her 

officers and crew (ten in number) were thrown iato prison, 

and frequently compelled to work on b0ard the vessels of 

war. After about a year's captivity in this manner, finding 

no Christian power claimed the men, and having no use ·for 

them, the Emperor ordered them to be removed to the 

prison at Tangier. Padre Tinaones told me these facts, and 

said he had done all he could for the Christians while they 

wem in Laresch prison, and that their brig had sunk in the 

ferryj.ng~place for want of care. 

Proceeding on our journey, we soon mounted the high 

hills on the right bank of .this river, where we found many 

huts constructed of stones and mud with steep roofs thatched 

with straw ,after the mlmner of the ScotGh and Irish hovels: 

these', were the first buildings of the kind I had seen in 
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Africa, and contrary to the };!oOJ'ish custom, they were 

quite defenceless, Continuing ou,r jOl\rney through a long 

wood, and @ver a hilly, sandy sojl, all this d<l:Y as fast as 

p.ossible, we pitched our tent at night in a deep valley, near 

~~ smaJI douhar, where we olt>tained some miJk for our Slipper. 

It comn-lenced raiRing in the evening, and continued to pour 

without intermission, attended with strong gales and squallS, 

until dayligllt, but as our tent was tight and strong, I expe­

rienced, from it no material inconvenience, 

Friday, the 19th, soon ' after daylight, it eeased to rain, 

aBd we proceeded on our journey, After passing many 

douhars and some IUlts of the construction I?entioned n~ar 

Laresch, we entel'ed a ,deep valley, the breadth of whioh 

was abollt six miles: the rain bad soaked the soil so much 

as to render it almost impassable; so that the mllleS sunk 

into the mud nearly up to theIr beIJ,ies, and we were obliged 

to dismount and wade throllgh it on foot, This valley 

contains two small rivers, which are not, fordable at high 

tides: the little town of Azila stands at their mouth, at about 

ten miles to our left: the quantity of rain that had fallen the 

preceding night had rendere,d them qu.ite deep even at low 

water, so that in attemptililg to ford one of them on my ml1le, 

he was carr,ied away by the c1!Irrept, and I \va& forced to 

,Swun; however, I held the mule by the bridle, and landed 

safely, My soldier and muleteer seeing I had got safe 

~n,o~~,_ <lit length ventured in different _ pl~ces, and also 
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succeeded in getting over. Our way now became very 

mountainous and woody, and the deep valleys, through 

which a number of brooks ran winding along in very serpen­

tine courses, rendered our path muddy and slippery. 

At .'3 P. M. we gained the summit of a mountain, when I 

saw distinctly the bay of Tangier, part of the Straits of 

Gibraltar, and, to my great joy, the coast of Spain; it was 

the hospitable and civilized shore of Europe! The crowd of 

sensations that rushed upon m¥ mind at this grateful sight, 

can be more easily conceived than descl'ibed. It brought to 

my recollection the trials and distresses I had undergone 

since leaving it, as well as my great deliverances: all these 

sensations together so overcame my faculties, and agitated' 

me in such a manner, that I had not power to keep myself 

steady, and I actually fell from my mule no less than three 

times in travelling from thence to Tangier; a distance of 

five or six miles. As I had not before fallen froni my mule 

during my whole journey from Mogadore, the soldier who 

guarded me, thought it very extraordinary, nor could I 

persuade him that I was not too ill to ride: he, therefore, 

after helping me on again the third time, gave his horse to 

the muleteer, and walked by my side, holding me on for 

some time: my head however became so dizzy from the 

state of my feelings, that I was obliged to alight and walk 

with his assistance for about a mile until we came near the 

4D 
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walls of Tangier, when he again, at my request, placed me 

on my mule. 

It was in the dusk of the evening when .'ve arrived at the 

gate., and the soldier having announced me to the guards, I 

was conducted directly into the city, and before the Governor, 

who ordered me to be escorted to the American Consul's 

house, where I soon arrived, and was received most hospitably 

by James Sii7lpson, Esq~tire, the American Consul General; 

who immediately introduced me to his amiable lady ancl 

-family, and request-ed' me to consider his house my home. 

I accordingly took up my day-quarters with him, and · re­

mained under his truly hospitable roof during my stay at 

Tangier. Having made a present to my gaard and mule­

teer for their attention and fidelity to me on the journey, and 

Blade up a packet for my friend Willshire, I dispatchecl 

them with his mule, &c. on the 22d of January, 1816, back 

for Mogadore. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

, ~Moorish captives-Of Tangier and Christian Consuls-passage. 

to Gibraltar, reception the7'e-e'l1lbm'/cs fol' A'I1lel'ica­

observations on Gibraltar-passage in the ship Rapid­

an'ival at New York-vis~ts his family-goes to Washington 

City, the seat of government, and concludes with brief 

1'emm'ks on slavery, 

DURING my stay at Tangier, I was made acquainted with 

J\1r. Green, the English Consul General, a gentleman of 

talents, high respectability, and worth; ' and with Mr.AgriU, 

the Swedish Consul General, who had lately arrived there 

from Sweden. On his arrival, he found the creW of the 

before-mentioned Russian brig in Tangier prison, and finding 

there was no one to claim or redeem them, and that they 

,were nati,-es of what once was Swedish Pomerania, he pur­

chased them from the Sultan for about two thousand dollars, 

which he paid out of his own private funds, and set them at 

liberty, I saw and conversed with the master and most of 

the crew of that vessel, who told me they had been im­

prisoned at Laresch about a year; had been robbed of most 

of their clothil1g, and then brought to Tangier, where Mr. 

4D2 
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'Agrill had the charity to redeem them, though they were 

captured under the Russian flag, and did not owe allegiance 

to the Swedish government. Mr. Agrill kept them in his 

own house, waiting for a Swedish vessel of war, which was 

daily expected, and by which he meant to send them to 

their country. The captain mentioned to me that his vessel 

was in fact English property covered by the Russian flag, in 

order to avoid capture by the American cruisers. I had 

before known Mr. Agrill in St. Petersburg, Russia-then in 

a .public character-he is a man of much real wOlth. 

'rangier bay is said to be the best harb.our in the Moorish 

dominions; its bottom is clear, and it might contain at one 

time one thousand sail of large vessels, which would ride in 

safety, being sheltered from aU but the northerly winds, 

which have only the rake of the bread th of the strait, and 

the holding ground is excellent: the best anchorage is in 

seven and a half f~uthoms water; where tile Portugueze flag­

sta,1f (which is the westernmost and near the water) is on a 

line with the American flag-staff, which latter is high, and 

can always be known by havhlg its flag hoisted when an 

American vessel approaches the bay. The city of Tangier' 

is built on the west side and near the mouth of the bay, on 

the declivity of a hill, two miles east of Cape Spartel, rising 

like an amphitheatre; the houses are built of stone, and 

whitewashed, and the town, when seen from the ba:y or 

strait , has a very handsome appearance; but it is badly 
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built; the houses being generally small, and but one story 

high, with flat terraced roofs: the streets are narrow, crooked, 

badly paved, and commonly very dirty. There are, how­

ever, some handsome buildings in Tangier; among which 

are the Spanish, Swedish, Dutch, French, Danish, and 

Portugueze consular houses: the old English consular house 

has been lately .abandoned on account of its bad construc­

tion, but they are now building a very elegant one, that is 

said to have already cost the British government ten thousand 

pounds sterling, and will cost nearly as much more by the 

time it is finished, and furnished. The American govern­

ment has no consular hous'e at Tangier; the consul general 

resides in a house that was formerly attached to that of the 

Swedish consulate: it was purchased by Mr. Simpson, on 

his own private account for his own use, and for an office 

for the use of the United States, in order to save the expense 

of house-rent, and the dwelling part is so small and incon­

venient, that when his own children visit him from abroad, 

be is forced to hire lodgings for them in Jews' or other 

houses. I believe every government having a consul residing 

at Tangier, except that of my own country, has either built 

or purchased a mansion for the accommodation of that 

officer. Mr. Simpson's eldest son with his lady 'were now 

on a visit to their parents; and the consul had to hire apart­

ments in a Jew's house for a few days to accommodate 

them: he was also under the necessity of procuring lodgings 
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for me III a Jew's house during a few nights of my stay 

there. 

- Tangier is an irregularly built walled town of about one 

mile in ciFCuil, . inCluding the fortress which overlooks and 

commands it: it is well supplied with water by a covered 

aqueduct, and generally well furBished with provisions: the 

several batteries are lined with many pieces of ordnance, 

among which are two pieces of long brass cannon of folir­

ieen inches caliber; they are mounted on carriages, and 

stand in a battery near the landing without the city gate: 

these two enormOtlS brass pieces were made by the POltu­

gtleze, and are (judging by the eye) about eighteen feet in 

length.. 

Tangier was taken from the Moors in the year 1441, by , 

the Portugueze, Who gave it· to King Charles II. of Eng~ 

Jand, in a dowry for Catharine of POI tug aI, his queen. The 

English kept possession of it for about twenty years; but; 

finding it subject to continual attacks of the ferocious 

Moors, from whom it was with great difficulty defended, 

they blew up its fine mole or· basin, (which had before 

l'endered it a safe harbour for sUlal! vessels,) to low-water­

ma,rk, togetller with some of the fortifications, and aban~ 

cloned the place; the mole has not since been rebuilt. I' 

walked over it at low water: a great quantity of the large 

blocks of hewn stone are now to be seen lying on the solid 

fqungatio.I).s , which still remain almost entire. On the east 
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si~de of, and near the bottom of the bay, are to be seen the 

ruins of an old town, which is said to have been built by the 

Romans. It must formerly have been very extensive, from 

the present appearance of its ruins, and was watered by a 

small river that runs into the bay near its site. There are 

several forts and batteries on the eastern shore of the baj' , 

and on Cape Malibat, but they are so badly garrisoned as 

J;lot to be formidable to their enemies, if any should chance 

to k'tke shelter in the bay during bad weather: they have 

only to keep out of the reach of the shot from Tangier. An 

the Christian conscls near the Emperor of Morocco reside 

at Tangier, where their persons are protected by order of 

the Sultan. Those at Tangier are-for the United States of 

America, James Simpson, Esq.; Great Britain, 1\1r. Green; 

France, Mr. SOUl'dian; Sweden, Mr. Agrill; Spain, Don 

Orne, Vice-Consul; Denmark, Mr. Scomboe; Holland, Mr. 

Nijsoin; and Portugal, Mr. Coloso. The consuls at Tangier 

keep up a sort of etiquet~e, in celebrating the memorable 

epochs in the history of their respective countries, and their 

'particular national holidays, which custom is peculiar t6 

Tangier. They also keep up the long establishecl- custom of 

giving consular dinners an in turn round on the arrival of 

any new consul, or when an old one is recalled, &c. These 

customs are extremely expensive, but have now become 

absolutely necessary in order to impress the minds of the 

Moors with respect for the dignity of the respective nations 
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which those consuls represent. The Christian consuls· 

general, near the Emperor of Morocco, are, generally 

speaking, men eminent on account of character, talents, and. 

learning, and have a large salary; for, like foreign ministers 

plenipotentiary, they are not allowed to derive anyemolu­

ment whatever from commerce. By accepting of this ap­

pointment, they excll!lde themselves from the society and 

comforts of the civilized world, and live besides ' in exile, 

and in continual jeopardy, being always in the power of 

real barbarians. They· are under the necessity of sending to 

Europe for all their clothing, liquors, · stores, furniture, &c. 

except a few ltrticles of provisions, and those who haV'e 

families are obliged to send their children to other countries 

for their education, though at a very heavy expense. MF .. 

. Simpson left a lucrative commercial establishment at Gib­

raltar, ill 1798, and wellt to Tangier, merely to serve our 

government, at a time when war was intended by the 

Moorish Sultan against our commerce. He succeeded in. 

averting the threatened blow, and in establishing our present 

treaty with that sovereign. He is a gentleman of un­

blemished character, and pleasing manners, and has ex­

pended a handsome fortune in the service of the Unite~ 

States, over and above his CONsular salary. tIe has passed 

the best of"his days in the service of his adopted country,. 

and, in my opinion, deserves a handsome maintenance from 

government during the remmnder of his life, free from the 
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cares, vexations, and anxieties that are always attached to a 

consulate in such barbarous countries. Mr. Simpson i~ a 

native of Scotland, but a firm American in principle, and 

an enthusiastic admirer of our excellent institutions. 

The whole . sea force of the Emperor of Morocco, as I 

before obse.rved, consists of two frigates of 32 guns each, 

and the brig Mogadore of 18 guns: the only port he has 

which can shelter and secure them from the reach of an 

~nemy, is Laresch, which they can neither enter nor sail 

from when equipped, except at high water spring-tides. 

There are no cors;:tirs or small vessels belonging to individuals 

as formerly, nor is there even a merchant-vessel belonging 

to the :Moors. In order to show . how much value the pre­

sent Sultan sets on his ships of war, I must relate in what 

manner he sometimes disposes of them. About two years 

since, the Dey of Tripoli sent as a present to the Emperor 

of Morocco, a beautiful Circassian girl: she was a virgin, 

and possessed charms with which the old Sultan was so 

enraptured, that he asked the ambassador who escorted her 

from Tripoli, what he could send to Ns friend, the Bashaw, 

in return for this jewel ?-1 have nothing but wheat, said he, 

of which the Dey, your master, can always have as much as 

he pleases. The Dey, my master, said the ambassador, is 

always in want of wheat. But, returned the Emperor, I 

would return him something more valuable; he has made 

me a most superb present, and I wish to return the com-

4E 
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pliment in a handsome manner. Yoar majesty has frigates, 

said the ambassador :-So I have, indeed, answered the 

Saltan, and that gives me much, pleasure; go to Laresch, 

and make choice of' one from among my navy: I will have 

her fitted out in the best manner, and sent round to the Dey 

directly. The 'ambassaJdor did not wait a second bidding, 

b~lt went in haste to Lares'eh, for fear the so~ereign might 

change his mind; chose a fine new frigate of 32 guns that 

had but a short time preTIous been coppered to the bends, 

which was immediately fitted according to promise, and 

sent to Tripoli, with the ambassador on board, and where 

she arrived in safety, being escOlted by an English vessel of 

war. Both Mr. Simpson. and Mr. Green assured me, that . 

this statement was correct. The emperor's squaclron might 

be blockaded, at all times, by a very small thrce-his large 

ships are, therefore, not at· aU to be dreaded by any maritime 

power who has timely notice of his. hostile intenti0ns, as 

they are badly equipped ami mann.ed, having now no mari­

time commerce, and consequently BO nursery for seamen. 

The only port from which he could do any mischief of im­

portancc to Christian commerce is Tangier. Should thi,5, or 

any future Sultan., think proper to declare war against any 

maritime state, he has only to send money over to Cadiz, 

Algeciras, or GibraJltaT, and -pur.chase fast sailing latteen. 

rigged boats; fit ·aud main. tihem ju Tangier immediately, 

and send them to C1'uise in. the mQl~th of the straits: tl~'Us 
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they might seize on the unsuspecting and unarmed merchant 

ships, as they pass along-conducF them into Tangier bay, 

or to any place along the coast, where they would SOO1) 

unload and run the vessels on shore, keeping their crews as 

slaves. In this light alone can the Emperor of Morocco be 

reckoned formidable to commercial states, and this game 

could only be played for a short time, until the nation thus 

attacked could send a force sufficient to destroy the 

marauders. It would be good policy, however, to keep at 

peace with the Moorish sovereign, as his rovers, lying at the 

door of the Mediterranean, might do much mischief; alld 

to be a slave to the Moors, is, indeed, dreadful to a 

Christian. 

Tangier has but little commerce wi.th Europe, and this is 

chiefly carried on by the Jews; but the English governmeut 

get their suppli.es of cattle and other fresh provisions for the 

garrison of Gibraltar, from that place and Tetuan : this and 

the other trifling trade is carried on in Gibraltar boats and 

Spanish small craft. There is a considerable Coral Fishery 

along the Moorish coast, about Cape Spartel, and while I 

remained at Tangier, two Spanish boats came into the port 

with what coral they had been able to procure for the las.t 

six months: it was of a beautiful colour, and of a1'1 excellent 

quality; I was informed by one of the boatmen, that in 

order to get the coral, they anchor in deep water, amongst 

the"'rocks, and let down their nets, which soon become en-

4E.2 
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. tangled amongst the coral, and they then draw it on board: 

this man said, that they ca~e over from Tariffa, and ob~ 

tained leave from the Alcayd of Tangier to iish on the coast, 

by agreeing to give him one-third of the coral they should 

obtain; that he put two Moors on boar~ their boats (one 

each) t9 assist them in procuring pr0visions, water, &c: and 

serve as safeguards: he said, the whole of the coral they 

then had wasta be divided the next day, when they should 

sell their share by public sale to the highest bidder, and I 

afterwards understood from ~1r. Simpson, that the French 

Consul purchased it for tu'eZve hundred dollars, and there 

were twelve fishermen to share the money. 

On the 29th 01 January, 1816, a small schooller being 

'ready to sail for Gibraltar, I took my leave of Mr. Simpso~ 
and family, and proceeded on to the mole, in order to em­

.barlc This ~'essel had been hired by a certain Jew, named 

Torrel,. to carry his family across to Gibraltar, which, · with 

two or three other families of European Jews, who would 

not conform to the dress in which all Jews in Moorish Bar­

bary had been ordered to appear, nor pay the tribute lately 

levied on them by the Sultan, were ordered to depart forth­

with from his donjinions. These families came out of the 

,gates of the city, in order to embark together, and proceeded 

with their baggage to the ruins of the old ·mole, to go off in 

the boat, it being low water: they were accompanied by a 

-considerable number of Jews and Jewesses.A few of the 
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latter, very decently dressed, wished to escort them to the 

boat, and there to take their leave, &c.-but the Moorish 

'captains of the port, without ceremony, began to brush them 

back with big stafFs thej carried for the purpose: these 

stafts were about five feet in length, and one inch in diame­

ter, and they applied them so unmercifully, and with such 

singular dexterity, peculiar to the Moors, as to lay many 

decent-looking Jewish females, as 'Well as males, prostrate 

upon the beach ; when they renewed their blows, in order 

to raise them on their feet again, and drive them into the 

city-gate, like so many of the brute creation. 

At about 8 o'clock A. M. I got on board this vessel in 

company with Mr. John Simpson and his lady, who were on 

a return from a visit to their parents, and after waiting nearly . 

three hours for a letter which the Governor wished to send 

to Gibraltar, we set sail and left the bay with a fair but light 

breeze. The scene of inhumanity and oppression I had just 

witnessed, p rompted me to thank my God again that I was 

not a Jew, and that I was once more free from a country 

inhabited by the worst of barbarians. 

Passing up the Strait, which in one place is only eight 

miles broad, we arrived safe in Gibraltar bay in the evening; 

but as we did not get uP ' before the town until the gates of 

the garrison were closed, we were obliged to remain (forty in 

number) on board the vessel during the night. On the 30th 

we were visited very early by a boat from the health office, 
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and permitted to land. -I went on shore immediately, and 

was received by my friend Sprague with demonstrations of 

unfeigned joy, and heartily welcemed to that portion of the 

civilized world, and treated with' all the· attention that flows 

.from the wannest friendship, and the tenderest commisera­

. tion. The American Consul was also attentive to me, and 

he had ' also paid attentioN to the wants of my companions 

in distress, who had arrived there from Mogadore by sea a 

few days before me. An acquai.ntance told me that Mr. 

Sprague had received Mr. Willshire's letter, informing him 

of my captivity, on one Monday morning at the moment of 

his retl'trn from Algeciras, a famous Spanish town on the 

opposite side of the bay, about ten miles from Gibraltar, 

. where he generally spent the Sabbath; that he opened the 

letter in the presence of, and read its contents to Mr. Henry, 

United States Consul, a Mr. Kennedy of Ealtimore, and 

.some. other AmericaJIl gentlemen: that ~r. Henry suggested 

that a subscripti@J1l shol!lld be opened and sent up to all the 

Consuls in the Mediterranean, in (;)!"(der tQ raise money as 

soon as possible, and transmit it to Mogadore to release us: 

that Mr. Sprague made no answer whatever to this proposi­

,tion. but sent his trusty yQung man (Mr. Leach) out with 

orders to purchase tW0 double-barr~}Jled guns, while he has­

Itily wrote a few lines to 1\11'. Willshire and myself, as before 

mentioned: that theve was but one double-barrelled fowling­

piece to he pr.ocured .in the garriSOlq: this was bought at the 
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price of eighty dolla1's, and taking it, together with his own, 

which was a very highly finished and favourite piece, he 

m01mted his horse and proceeded .as fast as possible to Al­

geciras, carrying the guns along with him; from whence he 

immediately dispatched a courier to Tariffa with the guns 

and his letters, ordering them to be sent by an express-boat 

to Tangier, and to the care of Mr. Simpson, to be again for­

warded by express to Mogadore. Such disinterested good­

ness, and such prompt and animated exertions to relieve a 

fellow-creature in distress, have seldom been recorded, and 

are above all praise: they are examples of pure benevolence, 

that do honour to human nature; and ever honoured and 

beloved shall he be, who has the heaJt and the spirit to 

imitate them. 

Mr. Sprague had already paid the bills I had drawn on 

him in Mogadore for my ransom, &c. and he now furnished 

me with provisions and stOJes, for my voyage home, I having 

determined to go by the first vessel for the United States.­

The ship Rapid of New -York, Captain Robert Williams, 

being in readiness to sail for that port, I embarked in her, 

. accompanied by Mr. Savage and Horace; Clark and Burns 

having been previously accommodated 011 board the ship 

Rolla, Captain Brown, of Newbury-port, that was to pro­

ceed to the United States by way of Cadiz. We set sail 

for our native country on the 2d of February, 1816, with a 

fair breeze, and on tlie 3d were safe without the Straits. 
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As Gibraltar has been so frequently -mentioned 111 my 

narrative, a few descriptive observations respecting it may 

not be uninteresting to some of my readers. Gibraltar is 

situated at the entrance of ~he Mediterranean Sea, and is 

attached to the continent of EUTope by a low and narrow 

n@ck of sandy land, which, as it lies neither in Spain nor 

Gibraltar, is called the neutral ground. The rock appears 

to me to have been originally an island, and the beach, or 

neutral ground, to have been formed by the heaving up of 

sand and gravel from the :Mediterranean Sea on the one 

side, and from the bay of Gibraltar on the other. The rock 

is about two miles in length from north to south, and one 

mile in breadth from east to we&1;. It rises from the south 

point in' abrupt cliffs, one above another, for about half a 

mile, when it comes to its extreme height, which is said by 

some to measure fourteen hundred feet, and by otheFs, 

seventeen hundred feet from the surface of the water: the 

top extends, in uneven craggy points, for about one mile to 

the northward, when it breaks off in one sudden cliff, which 

is nearly perpendicular to t.he neutral ground, forming a face 

nearly as wide as the rock itself, and completely inaccessible. 

This rock forms probably the strongest fortress in Europe: 

it has been long in the hands of the English; and is sur­

mounted with batteries of heavy cannon in every direction, 

and is strongly walled in at every accessible point, so as lio 

be considered impregnable. The western side of the rock, 
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near its base, is more flatted and less inaccessible; here the 

town is built, which consists of about two thousand stone 

houses, and is said now to contain thirty thousand inha­

bitants, ~ho may be said to Gompose a very heterogeneous 

mass: for, as it is a free port, where the vessels and subjects 

of all nations who are at peace with England, enter with 

their goods, traffic and depart at pleasure, and are wholly 

free from governmental duties and impositions, people of 

all nations, tongues, and kindred, are there to be found. 

The bay is very spacious, and is capable of containing a 

vast number of shipping, which may ride in safety, except 

in heavy gales from the easLOLsouth. This fOltress is held 

by the English government as a key, or rather a lock and 

key to the Mediterranean Sea, the door of which the Moors 

and Spaniards consider as their propelty. Its garrison is 

composed of native English troops, which, in time of war, 

ought to be seven thousand strong: it is commanded by a 

military gm-ernor, and is always under martial law. The 

British, with indefatigable industry and immense labour, 

have fDrm ed roads up its steep western side, and constructed 

batteries, which are mounted with heavy artillery, on its very 

summit . . Its eastern side is steep and inaccessible. In its 

northern side, next tbe neutral ground, but some hundred 

feet above it, excavations have been formed in the massy 

rock, in which heavy artiUery is placed, and pointed through 

port-hDles penetrating the solid front: these batteries COITI-

4F 
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pIetely c'0mmand the land. side, and _are of course bomb 

proof-they are called the upper and lower galleries, and 

are of -gi'eat extel!lt~ Among i:ts naturaJ. €uriosities, St. 

Michael's cave is' the most remarkable :-tllis commenees 

near tilile t@lY ' OF the Fock" and no bottom to it has ever yet 

been found o:y the English, though it has been explored 

(such is , tl~e popular story), for m~ny miles, and the' Moors 

have a notion that it forms a passage under the strait to the 

coast of Morocco. Thousands of monkeys also inhabit the: 

summit and recesses of this barren rock, but which in time 

of war is the emporium of the Mediterranean trade. 

After beating about fOFsevem:l d:ays, near Cape St. Vincelilt,' 

with -hearvy gales of wind fl'l)l:n,' tllee westward, we steered to 

the southward iato the latitude of Madeira, and I found that 

the reckonings of the officers on board were up fifty miles 

before we saw that island, though theyhaCl good opportu­

nities to get meridian and other altitudes, which further con­

'firmed me in the opinions I had already formed respecting 

the Gulf-stream. After passing Madeira, we made the best 

of our way into tlQe latitude of the constant trade-winds, 

say from 25 to 28°, and ran down as far as, about the­

longitude of 70°: then steered northwaFd, and arrived in 

New-York on the 20th of March, 1816, where I was re­

ceived 'by my friends and fellow-citizens with dem0nstrations 

of joy and commiseration. I hastened to Middletown, 

'Connecticut, to visit my family, whom I found in good' 
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health. Our meeting was one of those th3Jt language is 

inadequate to describe. I spent only a week with them, 

our hearts beating in unison, and swelling with gratitude to 

God for his mercies; when what lowed to my friend 

Sprague, and the remainder of my fellow-sufferers, caned 

me to the seat of government. On my arrival at Washing­

ton, I was introduced by the Hon. Samuel "\V. Dana, 

Senator in Congress, to the Hon. James Monroe, Secretary 

of State, who received me in the most kind and feeling 

manner. The Administration paid from the Treasury my 

own and my crew's ransom, thus far, amounting to one 

thousand eight hundred and fifty-two dollat's and forty-five 

cents, and assured me that provision should be immediately 

made to meet the amount that might be demanded for the 

remainder of the crew, should they ever be found alive. 

The Secretary, together with many distinguished members 

of both houses of Congress, advised me to . publish a 

Narrative of my late disasters, which I have faithfully 

performed, and shall now close my labours with a few brief 

remarks. 

I have spent my days, thus far, amidst the bustle and 

anxieties incident to the life of a seaman and a merchant, 

and being now fully persuaded that the real wants of hum3Jn 

nature are ve~y few, and easily satisfied, I sha;]l henceforth 

remain, if it is God's will, in my native country. I have 

been taught jn the school of adversity to be contented with 

4F2 
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my lot, whatever future adversities I may have to encounter, 

and shall endeavour to cultivate the virtues of charity and 

universal benevolence. I have drunk deep of the bitter 

cup of sufferings and wOe; have been dragged down to _the 

lowest depths of hl:lman degradation and wretchedness; my 

naked frame exposed without shelter to the scorching skies 

and chilling night winds of the Desert, enduring the most 

excruciating torments, and groaning, a wretched slave, under 

the stripes inflicted by the hands of barbarous monster"" 

bearing indeed the human form, hut unfeehng, merciless, 

and malignant as demons: yet when near expiring with my 

various and iNexpressible sl1fferings; ~!'hen black despai.r 

had seized on my departing sow, amid the agonies of the 

most -cruel of all deaths, I cried to the .omnipotent for 

mercy, and the outstretched hand of Providence snatched 

me from the ja-ws of destruction. Unerring Wisdom and 

Goodness has since restored me to the comfOlts of civilized 

life, to the bosom of my family, and _to the blessings of my 

native land, whose political amd moral institutions are in 

themselves the very best of any that prevail in the .civilized 

portions of the globe, and ensure to her citizens the greatest 

share of personal -liberty, proteotion, and happiness; and 

yet, strange as it must _appear to the philanthropist, my 

proud-spirited and free _countrymen still hold a million of 

the human species in the most cruel bonds of slavery, who 

are kept at hard Jabour and smarting under the savage lash 
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01 inhuman, mercenary drivers, and in many instances en. 

during besides the miseries of hunger, thirst, imprisonment, 

cold, nakedness, and even tortures. This is no picture of 

the imagination: for the honour of human nature I wish its 

likeness were indeed no where to be found ; but I myself 

have witnessed such scenes in different palts of my own 

country, and the b~re recollection now chills my blood with 

horror. Adversity has taught me some noble lessons : I 

ha,;e now learned to look with compassion on my enslaved 

and oppressed fellow creatures, and my future life shall be 

devoted to their cause :-1 will exert all my remaining 

faculties to redeem the enslaved, and to shiver in pieces the 

rod of oppression; and I trust I shall be aid@d in that holy 

work by every good and every pious, free, and high-minded 

citizen in the community, and by the friends of mankind 

throughout the civilized world. 

The present situation of the slaves in aur country ought 

to attract an uncommon degree of commiseratron, and 

might be essentially ameliorated without endangering the 

public safety, or even causing the least injury to individual 

interest. I am far from being of opinion that they should 

all be emancipated immediately, and at once. I am aware 

that such a measure would not only prove ruinous to great 

numbers of my fellow citizens, who are at present slave 

holders, and to whom this species of propelty descended as 

an inheritance; but that it would also turn loose upon the 
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face of a free and happy country, a ~ace of men incapable 

of exercising the necessary occupations of civilized life, in 

such a manner as to ensure to themselves an honest arrel 

comfortable subsistence; yet it is my earnest desire that 

such a plan should be devised, founded on the firm basis. 

and the eternal principles of justice and humanity, and 

developed and enforced by the general government, as will 

gradually, but not less effectually, wither and extirpate the 

accursed tree of slavery, that has been suffered to take such 

deep root . in our otherwise highly:'favoured stlil; while, at 

the same- time, it shall put it out of the power of either the 

bQnd or the -released slaves,. or their posterity, ever to en., 

danger our present or future domestic peace or political 

tranquillity. 

END OF THE NARRATIVE. 
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-
Observations on the winds, currents, <%,c. in some parts if the 

Atlantic Ocean, developing the causes of so many shipw7'ecks on 
the lYestern Coast if Africa :-a mode pointed out for visiting 
thefamous city if 1'0mbuctoo, on the ?'iVel' Niger, together with 
some original and qfficial letters, ~'c. ~·c. 

BEING safely at sea on board a good ship, and on my way to join 
my famil y, my mind was more tranquillized thaliJ. it had before been 
since my redemption, and I turned my tl~oughts to the natural 
causes which had produced my late disaster. Upon taking a full 
view of the subject according to the best of my capacity, I felt con­
vinced that not only my own vessel was driven oU: shore by a 
common current, but that most of the others that are known to 
have been wrecked from time to time on the same coast, have been 
operated upon by the same natl!lral causes. In order briefly to 
illustrate my position, I shall begin by stating, that to men who are 
conversant with maritime affairs, and particularly practical navi­
gators, who have for a number of years traversed the Atlanti'c 
ocean to Madeira and the Canary Islands, the West Indies, or Cape 
de Verds; who have sailed along the African coa&t-from thence 
' South-eastward towards the negro or guinea settlements, and to 
those who have been accustomed to navigate towards the continent 
of South America, sailing along the coast of Brazil, and between 
that coast and the West coast of Africa, anclnorth of the Cape of 
Good Hope to the Equator, it is well known that when sailing 
Southwardly from Europe near the coast of Africa, and in fact 
nearly across the Northern Atlantic ocean, the trade-winds, as they 
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are called, set in and generally prevail, blowing from North to N. 
E. or East from about latitude 32. N. on the African coast:-that 
farther w€stward, they only begin in the. latitudes from 30. to 26. 
-in the last mentiolled latitude near the coast of America, they 
generally blow from the N . E. to the parallel of 23. of North lati­
tude, when they turn more to the Eastward as you gain the offing 
from the African continent. The coast of Africa from Cape Spartel 
-in latitude 34. 410, to Cap€ Blanco, in about latitude 33, trends about 
S. W. thence about S. S. W. to Santa Cruz de Berberia, or Agader 
-the South€rn and Westernmost port in the Empire of Morocco, 
in about the latitude SO. N. and longitude 10. W. from London-it 
then turns abruptly off to the W·. S. Westward to Cape Nun, and 
continues nearly the same course, about W. S. W·. with little varia­
tion to Cape Bojador, about latitude ii.6. N. IOllgitude 16 W._ 
The whole length of this coast the wind blows €ither diagotlal!y, 
or directly on shore perpetually-th€ reason of this 1. take to be 
that the Empire of Morocco west of the Atlas ridge of mountains 
is very dry, and very hot, having few rivers, and those very small, 
during the greatest part of the year. There are no lakes of conse­
quence, except one near Laresch, to cool the atmosphere, nor any 
showers of rain, except- in winter, to refresh this thirsty earth. 
From Santa Cruz west thwugh what was formerly the king'dom of 
Suse, it .blows right on shore, from the same causes operating in a 
stronger degree, together with a variation in the trending of the 
·coast and therlce to Bojador, and alolilg the coast of the Great 
Desert to the latitude of 17. North, and Vhe trade-wind continues 
to hanl round, and actually near the land blows Eastward into the 
Gulph of Guinea. This Desert is scoFched for about one half of 
the year by the rays of a vertical sun-h€re nature denies the re,­
freshing rains that fall in other regions; the smooth even surface 
strongly reflecting the rapid sun's beams, while there are no trees 
0, other objects to intercept the rays and prevent the most powerful 
accumulation of solar heat, which consequently becomes so exces­
,siye during the day-time tha,t it scorches like fire, and the air yott 
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breathe seems like the dry and suffocating vapour froUl glowing 
embers: here the wind ceases in the day-time, being literally con­
sumed by the sun; the whole surface thus becomes heated and 
baked in the day-time, and when the sun disappears from above the 
horizon, the cooling wind rushes on to the Desert from the ocean 
to restore the equilibrium of the atmosphere. 

The sea-breeze begins about six o'clock in the evening, and 
continues to increase gradually all along this coast until four 
o'clock in the morning, at which period it has risen to a strong 
gale, so that vessels navigating near the land are frequently forced 
to take in all their light sails by midnight, and to reef down snug 
before morning, when it begins to lull a little, and about mid-day 
becomes very moderate and sometimes quite calm. Every practical 
man knolVs that the winds drive a current before them on the 
bosom of the ocean as well as along its shores, that becomes more 
or less st rong in proportion as the gale is light or heavy, and of 
long or short duration. On this coast the current sets before the 
wind against the shore-it there meets with unconquerable resist­
ance, and is turned southward: it is always felt from about Cape 
Blanco, (lat .. 33.) southward, and grows stronger and stronger 
until it passes Cape Bojador, because it is more and more com­
pressed-thence it strikes off; one part to the S. W. towards the 
Cape de Verd Islands, and the remain(ler keeps along the coast to 
Cape de Verd, whence it spreads itself towards the Equator, and 
some part follows the windings of the coast round the Gulph of 

Guinea. 
The S. E. trade-winds which. blow almost continually from the 

latitude of 30. S. in the Atlantic Ocean to the Equator, and often 
to the Sth degree of northern latitude-these S. E. trades assist 
those from the N. E. in heaping up the water in the equatorial 
region, when both the N. E. and S. E. winds uniting, blow from 
the eastward, bearing the whole mass of water on this surface 
towards the American continent: it strikes that continent to the 
nortn\\"ard of Cape la Roque, between the parallels of 6 degrees 

4G 



S94 APPENDIX, 

south latitude and the Equator, on the coast of Brazil, where the 
coast turns to the westward ;-being m.uch compressed, it runs 
strongly along this coast to the mouth of the mighty riv~r Amazon, 
with whose Gurrent it is united and borne down along the coast of 
Cayenne, Su,tinam, and Guyana, receiving in its way all the waters 
brought against those ,coasts by tbe con staDt trade-winds from the 
East and N. E. and. all the great rivers which flow in from the 
-southward, among which is the Oronoko, ~ne of the longest on 
the continent of South America, and that rolls, in the rainy season, 
an ~mmense body of watt~r to the ocean: I nave ascended that 
river :(jve htrndrec;l miles. The current ru,us so strong at times to­
wards the west along this. whole line of coa.~t, (which is mostly 
low land, and has principally been made on the sea-bord by the 
alluvial qualities of the waters in the rivers brought down by 
freshes, which are then thick with lllJ,ld, like those of the Missi­
sipFi,) as to repder it impossible for any vessel to get to the wind­
ward qr eastwaJrd by beatiNg against the wind. Its velocity has 
been known to exceed three miles an hour. This great current is 
driven westward aloDg the coast 1;Jetween it ancl the West India 
Islands, a great part of it entering the Gulph of Pari a, south of 
th~ lslancl of Trinidad, where it receives and is strengthened by 
the waters of the western branch of the Oronoko River ;-here 
the high laJnd, that evidently joined this island to the continent 
formerly, has been burst asunder, perhaps indeed assisted by an 
earthquake or some other convulsion of nature: there are here 
several passages for the current, I think four, (for I write entirely 
from memory,) through the same mountain, which is of an equal 
height on the islands and on the continent, and the fragments of 
rocks which have been torn Qut and rolled away by this tremendous 
shock or current, leave no doubt in the mind of the beholder of 
the reality of such an event. The widest passage is not more than 
two miles over, the narrowest not more than on(!-fourth of a mile: 
these passages are called by the Spaniards, who first explored and 
iettled that part of the country, (as well as th(! Island· of Tri-
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nidad, i. e. Trinity,) Las Bocas del Dragon, or The Dragon's 
Mouths. This body of water rushes through these passage~ with 
such force, that it is next to impossible at times for a fast-sailing 
vessel to enter against the current, with a strong trade-wind in her 
favour, and I have known many vessels bound to Trinidad, obliged 
to bear up and try for the Leeward Isla11ds, and scarcely able to 
fetch Hispaniola or Jamaica. This, with what passes northward of 
Trinidad, is pent in and forced against the Sp~.ni .,h coast of Terra 
Firma, following its windings round the Bay of Honduras to Cape 
Catoche: by the constant trade-winds which blow from the.N. E­
to East, they are then driven through between that Cape and Cape 
St. Antonio,· or the western part of the Island of Cuba into the 
Gulf of Mexico. From the similarity in the appearance of Cape 
Catoche and Cape St. Antonio, the lowness of the land on both 
~ides, the strait that divides them being only about sixty miles 
wide, and the fact of soundings being found nearly or quite across 
the channel, it has been thought, and with every probability of 
truth in its favour, that the Island of Cuba was once attached to 
this point of the continent, and the waters heaped up by the fore­
going causes in that great bay south of Cuba, at some remote 
period broke over the low sandy land, tore it down, and formed for 
themselves a free passage into the great G ulf of :Mexico. 

The circumstance of the Island of Cuba stretching nearly east 
and west about seven hundred miles in l ength, and in many places 
very high, with the well-known fact of the powerful currents 
already mentioned setting in upon the coast south and west of it, 
and the constant easterly winds that prevail on its southern side, 
leaves very lit tle room to doubt that these strong trade-winds, 
opposing the passage of the current up the south side of that once 
vas t peninsula, have raised them to such a pitch that they have 
formed a channel for themselves. This immense mass of water, 
thus forced into the Bay of Mexico, runs to the N . W . to its 
northern border, and strikes that shore a few leagues west of the 
Mis§isippi river's mouth-thence taking a ci rcular direction round 
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s0uth towards Vera Cruz and along the south coast of the gulf, 
seems to lose itself near where it entered -at Cap.e Catoche. In 
sailing in the Gulf of Mexico, you meet with whirlpools and yery 
strong currents in every part of it, sometimes setting one way, and 
sometimes another: the gulf being of a circular form, there IS no 
certainty in the currents. During the summer months it is' visited 
by the most dmadful squalls of thunder and lightning, and by 
w:;tter-spouts .tbaLhase. often destroyea vessels, Storms or hurri­
canes are rulso ve.ry"frequent, and calms of a month or two often 
occur: here tNat astonishing ,body of water is joined by that 'of all 
the rivers that empty into the 'gulf, particularly those borne down 
by that father of rivers, the Missisippi;-thus accllmulated and 
become much higher in the Bay of IVfexico than in any other part 
of the Atlantic Ocean, it forces its way eastward between Cape 
Florida and the northern side of the Island of Cuba, until meeting 
the.great bank of Bahama in its front, with' jts numerous keys and 
rocks, it is turned northwardly along the coast of Florida. Its 
v@locity there in the narrowest part, where jt i~ only about fOfty 
miles wide, has . been ascertained (a,nd, indeed, I have known it 
myself) to exceed fi've miles an hour at some 'particular seasons. 
After leaving this narrow passage, it keeps its course nQrthwardly, 
spreading a little a,s it proceeds, until it strikes s@lll1dings off Savan­
nah amI Charleston-the coast then uarnDWS in its westem edge 
agail1uutil it appmaches Cape Hatteras, where the stream is uot 
more than fifty miles broad, and frequently TUUS. with almost as 
great rapidity as betweeu the Bahama Bank and Florida .shor@. 
From Cape Hatteras its course is N. E. to the shoals off NaNtucket 
Island and George's Bank, where its velocity is about two miles an 
hour; these obstructi0ns give it a more easterly direction, until it 
strikes the Great BaRk of Newfoundland in the latitllde of 42. N. 
or thereabouts: here it meets with the resistance of the bank, and 
is turned by it to the E. S. E. There is in this part of the ocean.a 
current which perpetually sets from the northnvard, south-east· 
wardly along the east coast of Newfoundland; it is this current 
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which brings from the coast of Labrador and Hudson's Straits the 
islands of ice that are so often met with by ships on and about .the 
Grand Newfoundland Bank in the first part of ·the summer, a11d 
which have proved fata l to so many ships and their crews: the ap­
pearance of these islands proves beyond a possibility of doubt the ex­
istence of that current, which pressing upon, is joined to that of the 
Gulf Stream, and the whole sets away together towards the Azores, 
or vVestern Islauds, at the rate of from one to two and a half miles 
an hour:-this current is felt by all vessels bound from the United 
States to the W' estern Islands and Madeira, or the Canaries, that 
sail in the parallels of the Azores, which all those vessels bound to 
:Madeira, the Canaries, or the coast of Spain and Portugal, and the 
lVIediterranean Sea, generally do. Those vessels that make the 
Western Islands when bound to Europe generally feel it until they 
lose sight of those I slands; when in standing away for the northern 
or central ports of Europe they feel it no more, and it has there­
fore generally been thought to lose itself near the Azores in the' 
ocean. This is a mistake-for it continues its course for the coast 
of Africa, !11aking no account of the island of Madeira·, though the 
most of it passes northward of that island in a south-easterly direc-: 
tion, and strikes the African continent from Cape Blanco to the 
latitude of 29° North. vVhen it comes near this coast, it is again 
contracted as it feels the effects of the trade-winds near the coast, 
and rushes forward at times with great velocity against· the coast 
between Cape Blanco and the island of Lanzarote, the northern 
and easternmost of the Canary Islands, being attracted, as it were, 
by the vacuum occasioned by the trade-winds and currents which ' 
have been before noticed, ancl which have in a measure drained the 
waters from the coast, and the continuation of the Gulf Stream 
increasing in "elocity, restores the waters nearly to their former 
level, which still are kept rolling along before the wind, against 
and along the coast towards the Equator, and are again driven by 
the same causes to the coast of America into the Gulf of Mexico, 
and. back again, in what is usually termed the Gul£ Stream to the 
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coasts of West and South Barbary, making their continual round. 
Ships bound from Europe, say England, France, Holland, &c. to 
the West Indies, th!; Cape de Verd Islands, the coast of Guinea, 
Brazil, or India voyages, or to the west coast of America, generally 
steer southward alqng the coa~t of Portugal, until they cross the 
mouth of the straits of Gibraltar, where, if they meet with southerly 
winds; they are drawn to.wards the coast of Africa by a small in­
draught setting towards the strait, where a current always runs in; 
for the water.s of the rivers whie;;h empty into the Mediterranean 
Sea are not sufficient to supply the loss from evaporations rendered 
J;lecessary in order to moisten, in some measure, the parched earth 
and sand on its sou them border, and to cool ~he heated atmosphere, 
and support by dews the scanty vegetation on the coast, during the 
greater part of the year, where 110 rain falls except a little in win­
ter; so that the surface of the Mediterranean Sea is always lower 
than that of the adjoining Atlantic. The same causes, viz. great 
evaporations, tend also to reduce the quantity of water in the open 
ocean near the west coast of Africa, and particularly that part bor­
dering on the Desert, where very little or no rain ever falls, and the 
smooth surface of which, baked almost as hard as stone by the heat 
of a vertical sun, is during the night in some degree refreshed by 
the strong winds and vapours which come from the sea, as before 
noticed. These reasonlS, together with the facts which I have 
bef0re stated, demonstrate to my understanding, satisfactorily, that 
in , the ofIing all along this coast, the water must incline towards it, 
contrary to any general principle of currents; and this is proved, if 
any donbt did exist, by the vast number of vessels that have from 
till)e to time been wrecked on these wild and inhospitable shores, 
generally nerur.ClIpe Nun, and from thence to Cape Bojador, and as 
f;tr south as Cape de Verd. Ships from Europe bound round the 
southern Capes of Africa and America, generally stop at Madeira 
or Teneriffe for refreshments, and are not unfrequently obliged to 
run for Madeira after they get in its latitude, and their reckoning 
by account is up one, and sometimes two degrees westward before 
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they find that island; when, had they kept on the C0l!lrSeS which 
they would naturally have steered to reach Teneriffe, they would 
have been sucked or drawn in by the currents between Lanzarote 
and Cape Cantin, and driven ashore' near Cape Nun befoie they 
could suspect they had reached the latitude of that island, and in 
the firm belief that they were near the longitude of Teneriffe, and 
consequently two hundred and fifty miles from the coast where 
they in fact are, and where no human effort can save them fl'olll 
either perishing in the sea, or becoming slaves to the Bereberies, 
Moors, or Arabs, who inhabit this country. Most merchant vessels 
steer courses that ought to carry them within sight 'of the Canary 
Islands when bound to the Southward, or from the Strait of 
Gibraltar; they generally experience a..- southerly current after 
passing the latitude of Cape Bianco, and have a fair wincI when 
near the coast, with thick hazy weather, so that they cannot get 
an altitude of the sun: this is a sure sign they are in the S. E. cur­
rent, over which hangs a vapour similar to that observed over the 
Gulf Stream near the American Contin€nt, and when these por­
tending signs occur they should stand directly off W. N. W. or 
N. vV. until they reach the longitude of Madeira, and never pass 
the latitude of Teneriffe or Palma, without seeing one of them. 
Near these Islands the atmosphere is more clear, and they can be 
seen from sixty to one hundred miles distant in clear weather. I 
am particular in advising those ship-masters who are bound that 
way, by all means to make the Island of Madeira: it takes them 
but little out of their route, and from thence they will be sure of 
making Teneriffe or Palma, in steering the regular courses, when 
by due precaution against indraughts southward of those islands, 
they avoid the dangers of this terrible coast, and the dr~adful suf­
ferings or deaths which await all that are so unfortunate as to be 
wrecked on them: I have learned fmm a long experiellce in trading 
and navigating from Europe as well as Ame~'ica, to the :Madeira 
and Canary Islands, to the coast of Brazil and South America in 
geDeral, thence nQrthward across the southern Atlanti c, all along 
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the Co.ast of Guyana .and Terra Firma, from the river Amazon 
to the Bay of' Jilondl!ras, through the passages between Trinidad 
and the Ma,jn, Cape Catoche a,l\cl the Island of Cuba-in the Gulf of 
MexiGo, and in the Missisippi River, to Cuba;-through the Gulf 
Stream backwards a,ncl forwards-along the coasts of Florida to and 
fn;)m different ports in the U,ni ted States, thence to and from all the 
West India Islancls, apd to and from almost every palt of Europe, 
and I can assert, without fear of contradiction from any practical 
man, that the 'particular our~'ents I have here mentioned do in reality 
exist in ali those. parts of the ocean. I have endeavoured to find out 
their causes, and: now give the reader those Ijudge to be the correct 
ones-I 'presume no man ever took more pains to .examine afld 
ascertain the facts on w11ich this theory is founded; having tried the ' 
€U1Tents whenever I had an opportunity, in different parts of the 
Atlantic, and very few mt:n nave ,had better opportunities: how far 
I have succeeded, must hereaft.er be detenniil)ed. 

When I took my departure from Cape Spartel bound to the Cape 
de Verd Islands on my last voyage, I steered W. N. W. by com­
pass, until that Cape bore E. S. E. distant ten or twelve leagues, to 

' give the coast a good birth; ' then I shaped my course W. S. W., 
and took care to have the vessel always steered' a little westward of 
her course-she was a very fast sailllr, and steered extremely easy, 
and .-what little sne did vary from her course was to the westwaFd: 
we had a C01>stant fair wind, and gener:lly a good breeze, and 
were only tl1r<le days northward of the Canary Islands. I had 
frequently tried the compasses on the outward bound passage, and 
found them to be correct, their variation being no more than is 
generally calculated, i. e. nearly two points about the straits of 
GLbraltar; I therefore made all the allowance I could suppose 
necessary; and my courses steered ought to have carried my vessel 
to the westward of Teneriffe ; but I was near the coast, and the in­
draught so strong, setting at the rate of at least two m~les an hour 
E. S. E. or two and a half S. E. that my vessel was carried by it 
out of her course in three days nearly two hundred miles directly 
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east broad-side towards Africa, and she must have entered the pas­
sage between Lanzarote and Fuertaventura (the eastcl'nl110st of thc 
Canaries) and the coast of Africa, and so far from the Islands, that 
we could not discover them, though the Island of FuertaYcntura is 
very high. Thc current here ran more to the south, sweeping my 
vessel along with great rapidity towards Cape N un and thc coast­
but my course being so far westward, I was carried by the help of 
the current, which is turned by the coast to S. W . near to the pitch 
of Cape Bojador, before I could suppose it was possible that we 
were near it. 

Of the great numLer of vessels wrecked on this part of the coast, 
"ery few get as far down; almost all go on shore near Cape Nun, 
and before they Lelieve themselves in the latitude of Lanzarote, 
being drawn in by this fatal current and indraught, when they 
think they are far to the westward, and are many times on the 
look-out for Teneriffe. The weather is always extremely thick 
and foggy along this coast within tlie vortex of th is current. If 
the crews of vessels, even in the day-time, discover land to leeward, 
westward of Santa Cruz de Berberia, as it trends in some places 
nearly east and west, having always a strong wind, swell, and 
current, right on shore, and a tremendous sea rolling on, it is next 
to impossible for the fastest sai ler to escape total des truction by 
running on shore, where the crew must either miserably perish in 
the sea, starve to death after landing, be massacred by, or become 
sla ves to the ferociou s inhabitants, the 1110st savage race of men, 
perhaps, to be found in the universe. These barbarians know and 
obcy no law but their ·own will; their avarice alone sometimes 
prompts them to save the lives of their fello w mortals when in the 
deepest distress, in the hope of gaining by the sale, the labour, or 
the future ransom of their captives, whom they say God has placed 
in their hands as a reward for some of their virtu cs or good ac tions; 
ancl it is a sacred duty they owe to thcmsc\ves, as well as to thc 
Supreme Being, to make the IllOSt they can by them. N ot Icss than 
six American vessels are known to have been lost on this part of 
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the coast since the year 1800, besides numbers of Engli&h, French, 
Spanish, Portugueze, &c. whioh are also known to have been 
wrecked there, and no doubt many other ve6sels that neVer have 
been heard from-but it is only Americans and Englishmen that 
are ever heard from after the first news @f the shipwreck. The 
French, Sp:m1sh, Portugueze, and Italian governments, it is said, 
seldom ransom their unfortunate shipwrecked subjects, and they are 
~hus doomed to perpetual slavery and misery-no friendly hand 'is 
ever stretched forth t@ Felijeve their distresses and to heal their 
bleeding wounds, nor any voice of humanity to soothe their bitter 
pangs, till worn out with sufferings not t@ be cltlscr-ibed by mortal 
man, they resign their souls to the God who gave them, and launch' 
into the eternal world with pleasure, as death is the Oilly relief 
from their sufferings. 

I c<J,nnot omit to inform my rtladers, that on the 1st of January, 
18 i6, when in Mogadore, I went in company with Mr. 'Willshire, to 
pay a complimentary visit to Don Estevan Leonardi, an old man, a 
Genoese by birth, who had lived a lorig time in Mggadore-he has, 
I was informed, exercised the functions of French Vice-Consul 
there for a number of years-he received us with the compliments' 
of the season; congratulated me coldly on my redemption from 
slavery; inquired some particulars, &c. &c. after which, and when 
we had refreshed ourselves with a glass of wine, he told me, that 
" about the years 1810, 11, he received a long letter from Suse, 
brought to him by an Arab,·written by a Frenchman : this stated 
that the writer and another Frenchman, whom he named, had 
escaped from a prison in Tener~ffe a few weeks previously, where 
they had been long confined as prisoners of war; that they stole an 
open boat in the night, and set sail in the hope of escaping from 
the Spaniards, who had treated them with great harshness and 
cruelty; that they steered to the eastward, expecting to land on the 
coast of Morocco, whel'e they trusted they might regain their 
liberty, and get home through the aid of the French Consuls; that 
they made the coast of Suse, and landed a few leagues below Santa 
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Cruz or Agader, after great sufferings and hardships, where they 
were seized on as slaves, and stripped naked; and the letter con­
cluded by begging of him to ransom them, and thus save the lives of 
two unfortunate men, who must otherwise soon perish, &0. &c.­
but, said Leonardi, I had no orders from the Consul-General to 
expend money on account of his government, and accordingly 
persuaded the Arab who brought the letter to stop with me a few 
days-his price was two hundred dollars for the two, and he was 
their sole proprietor. In the mean time I sent off a Courier express 
to Tangier, for orders from the Consul-General, who retumed at 
the end of thirty-five days, with leave to pay 'one hundred dollars a 
man for them, but no other expenses. The Arab stayed fifteen 

. days with me, and then returned home in disgust; he could not 
believe I would ransom 'them, as I did not do it immediately, but 
when my express returned from Tangier, giving me leave to buy 
them, I sent a Jew down with the money to pay their ransom, but 
when he came to their master, he would not sell them at his former 
price, for he said he had found them to be mechanics, 1lnd demanded 
three hundred dollars for the two, or one hundred and fifty dollars 
each. The Jew said, he saw the men; they were naked, hard at 
work, and appeared to be much e.xhausted, very miserable, and 
dejected :-he might have bought one for one hundl:ed and fifty 
dollars, but would not, as he had no orders to do so. I¥ hen the 
Jew was about to return, their master told him if he went away 
without the men, and the Consul wanted them, he must pay four 
hundred dollars for them :-now on the Jew's arrival at .Mogadore 
with this news, (continued Leonardi,) I sent off another express to 
Tangier, who brought back leave to pay the four hmldred dollars, at 
the same time cautioning me not to make any furth er expenses on 
their account. I sent down the four hundred dollars to Suse again, 
and ordered the messenger to buy one, if he could not get both ; 
but their master said, he had been played with and deceived until 
that time; that if I wanted them, I must pay jive hundred dollars, 
and 'that he would then escort them up to Swearah, and be ans wer-
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able f~r their safety until they arrived there, but he would not take 
the four hundred dollars, nar would he separate them; and so the 
messenger returned without them. Tae negotiation had already 
taken up nearly a year. I have expended (said he) about two 
hundred dollars that I .shall never get again,. and I suppose the men 
are dead, as I have not heard from them since." This, if not in the 
precise words, was the substance of what he said, and :r could 
scarcely suppress the indignation I felt at this· recital, nor avoid 
contrasting the behaviour of this man with that of my noble friend 
Willshire. This old man is very rich; has no family but himself, 
and is. OD,e of the most zealci)Us Christians, in profession at least, iQ 
Barbary; but a sordid wretch, who never knew the pleasure arising 
from the consciousness of having done a good deed. 

'While I remained at Mogadore, a schooner arrived there, as I 
ha.ve bdore observed, from Gibraltar: she was a Genoese vessel, 
lntt sai led untler English colours, as the King of Sardinia was at 
war with all the Barbary powers, or at least they were at war with 
him:-the captain, officers, and crew, were Genoese and Spaniards. 
She had, beenmOl'e than twenty days on her passage from Gibraltar, 
having beeil carried by the current down the coast billow Santa 
Cruz or Agader. The captain told me, he must inevitably have 
gone asholle near Cape Nun, had not God in his mercy [avoun~d 
him with a south wind, out of the usual course of nature, on that 
coast, when he was close 'to thll land: he had been beating for three 
days against the trade-wind, nearing the coast every day, and CG)lIld 
not fetch off ei,ther way, though his vessel was a fast saBe>, and 
only in ~llast trim. He arrived at Mogadore about the 1st of 
December, lifter the wind had been blowing strong, with some rain' 
from the south, for four days: it is only in December and J.anuary 
that these winds occur, and always bring a storm with them,. either. 
of wind or rain : this, schooner \vas the vessel in. which my second 
mate and three men went round from Mogadore to Gibraltar. 

As the geography of that part af Africa lying in the equatoriaL 
.regions eastward of that extensive ridge of mountain~, w hieh bOFde~& 
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its western coast from the latitude 18. N. to the Congo River, and 
westward of the mountains of the Moon in which the Nile has its 
sources, has excited much speculation and interest in the learned 
world, (though it does not come strictly within my province,) I 
will, nevertheless, make a few brief observations on the practicability 
of exploring those hitherto unknown countries, in the hope that 
they may hereafter be useful. And first, it is my decided opinion 
that no European or civilized armed force, however large or well 
appointed, can ever penetrate far into the inter-iar of these wild 
and dismal recesses by.]and, eith=.from the shores of the Atlantic 
ocean, or the Mediterranean Sea;· because an army on such an 
expedition would not only have to encounter powerful hosts of 
sayage enemies at every turn, and undergo the severest privations, 
fatigues, and hardships, but would besides have to encounter the 
raging heat of this scorching climate, surpassing any thing they 
may ever have experienced, and the pestilential disorders incident 
thereto :-these circumstances taken together, could ' scarcely fail 
to produce its total annihilation in a short period, and thus frustrate 
the boldest and best planned military attempt.-Indiviclual bravery, 
enterprise, skill and prudence, in the ordinary way, by travelling 
unprotected, are also, in my opinion, entirely unequal to the task, 
and such enterprises must, I think, always prove abortive, Some­
thing might, perhaps, be done by black travellers, natives of that 
country, tutored expressly for that purpose, and sent off singly 
from different stations and on different routes; but owing to their 
confined education and particular train of ideas, nothing very 
valuable could be expected from their researches, Steam-boats 
strongly built, and of a su itable construction, well armed and 
appointed, might ascend the river Congo, (which I am induced 
from many considerations to believe is the outlet of the river Niger,) 
and traffic up that river, making important discoveries ; but the 
whole of their officers, as well as all the men employed on board 
them, should first be enured to such climates, al1d be persons ac­
c'nstomed to fatigues, privations, hardships, and sufferings; and, 
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above all, should be guided by the greatest degree of human 
prudence. A plain and very simple method for visiting Tombuctoo 
in safety and returning again, might be pointed out by either the 
Atnerican or Englisb Consuls residing at Tangier, AlgielS, Tunis, 
or Tripoli :-;to accompl~h 'this journey, the travelier, after being 
duly qualified, has only to become a slave by his own consent, and 
a secFet understanding with his hire(! master; being bargained 
away by !he Consul to .one of the principal merchants trading to 
that city in tlle yearly caravans, MIG who might be induced to enter 
into the project for an ample .remumiration .• 

I have been induced to publish the following letters, because they 
relate to, and throw some light on the subject of my Jate disaster, 
&c. and contain' some information respecting that part of my crew 
who were left in slavery on the Great Desert. William Porter was 
redeemed by my iillvaluahle friend, Mr. Willshire, and arriv.eq in 
M@gadore, October 18th, 1816 :-he landed in Boston on the 11th 
of December following, from the brig Adrian@ of Duxbury, Captain 
R. Motley, direct fRom. Mogadore, and is now with me in New York. 

These are private and friendly letters, and were never intended 
for publicrution roy tlleir respective writers, I mllst rely, theFefore, 
on their good-will and friendship to excuse me for the liberty I 
take in giving them to the public. 

Mogadore, March 'lO, 1816. 
My DEAR SIR AND BROTHER, 

The perusal of your several favours of the 2 ist and 23d of 
January, from Tangier, and 1st and 2d February, from Gibraltar, 
afforded, a,nd wiU cOFltinue to Fr0duce as long as the sun enlightens 
my days, a serenity of mind, an inexpressible something that I 
have never b€fore Jelt; a kind of thrilling pleasure unmixed with 
the usual bitter draught generally attendant on the OGcurrences of 
mQrtals ,in this world. ,In rescuing you from the hands of the! 
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Arabs, I have raised up a friend, and I am more than doubly reFaid 
for my exertions (a common act due from one fellow Christian t{) 

another) by the kind and overwhelming expressions of gratit:ude 
contained in your letters, md the prayers of a good man for my 
future welfare; a reward above all price. Your lettllrs will alw'ays 
be dear to me, as written by the friend of my heart, and presei'Ved 
among my family letters. 

Our friend, Mr. Simpson, informs me you sailed on the sd ult. 
in the ship Rapid, for New York-may the Ruler of the waves 
befriend her, and give her a safe and quick voyage, and grant to 
you a happy meeting with your family and friends. 

On the 30th January I received news of an English vessel being 
wrecked on Cape Nun; the crew and passengers consist of twenty" 
one. In consequence of the orders of Mr. Green, and the mel1chants 
being called up to 2J;foTOCCO with their annual presents, I went dn 

the part of the Christians, and for tbe purpose of making an 
application to his Imperial Majesty. I succeeded in obtaining his 
Majesty's letter to the governor of Tarudant, wi~h orders to 
purchase them; it unfortunately happens, that between him and 
Sidi Ishem, (the Moor who has eighteen of them in his possession,) 
there exists a mortal hatred, and I am now fearful that Sidi Ishem, 
sooner than sell the Christians at any price, will -destroy them, or 
immediately march them into the Desert; or at least three or four 
months will elapse before they are redeemed; when had I orders 
to pay the ransom money, (say three thousand five hundred d011ars;) 
I could bring them all up in eight or ten days. 

I am obliged to close this without adding several subjects I 
wished to dilate upon, in consequence of Mr. O'Sullivan's being 
ready to go on board, and intends to sail this afternoon . 

I remain with sentiments of the greatest esteem, &c. 
WILLIAM WILLSHIRE. 

P. S. On re-perusing what I have written, I discover I have 
.omitted to mention any thing respecting the remainder of your 
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crew-I have not heard from Sidi Hamet since you left this place, 
nor have I received the least information respecting them: I trust in 
God soon to hear of them, when I will give you the earliest infor­
mation of the same.-Rais bel Cossim, Nahory, Bel Mooden, &c. 
all beg their remembrances. Yours, &c. 

W:W. 

Mogadore, April 14, 1816. 
My DEAlt SIlt, 

I had the satisfaction on the 10th ult. by a vessel bound to New 
York, to write you a few lines, covering a Vocabulary of the 
Arabic language, and under the charge of Mr. O'Sullivan. I for­
warded the feathers given to you by Sidi flamet, to which I took 
the liberty of adding six others, and which I hope will arrive safe, . 
and meet you in the midst of your family, enjoying health, liberty, 
and content. . 

Knowing the very great interest you have to hear of the release, 
or a probability of the redemption of your remaining friends and 
companions in distress, it is to me a source of the truest pleasure 
to be able now to inform you, that four of your crew are now 
supposed t@ he near Widnoon. Two days ago I received a scrap 
of paper, signed lFiUiam Porter, dated from the srume place; but 
as ·he .can scarcely write his name, I obtained no information fmm 
hLm; nG>r does he jllfo.rm me of any but himself being there :-it 
is through the medium ·of travellers from those parts, that I learn 
three persons calling themselves Americans are in the neighbour­
hood of Widnoon. I have forwarded orders down to purchase 
them if possible at OHe hundred dollars per man, or a few dollars 
more; tile only step I cou ld pursue, as no sum is mentioned. I shall 
obtain an answer in twelve or fifteen d~ys, when I shall be able to 
form an opinion of the probable cost, and when it is likely they 
will obtain their liberty. I wrote a consolatory letter to Porter, 
assul:ing him of my best exertiQns being used in his behalf. 
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The affair of the British brig Surprise, which I informed you of 
in my last, that is, as it respects the redemption of the crew, is 
now involved in a mass qf difft:culties,. the amount demanded for 
eighteen persons being upwards of seven thousand dollars. This 
sum the Governor of Tarudant is not inclined to pay for them, 
until he receives the instructions from his Imperial Majesty, who I 
am certain will not agree to pay so exorbitant a price; and the 
effect will be, his Majesty will countermand the orders given, and 
they must eventually be redeemed by British funds. His Excel­
lency the Governor acknowledges it is not in his power to obtain 
them by force, as they are not within the jurisdiction of the Empe­
'·0,·. The first cost to their present owner was four thousand seven 
hundred dollars; on which amount he demands fifty per cent. profit. 
They might now have been on their way to England, if the busi­
ness had not been taken out of my hands by his Majesty and the 
order5 of the Consul-General, as the owner of them offered them 
to me at the first cost, say four thousand five hundred dollars, and 
would have been contented to receive for his trouble a double-bar­
relled gun, and a little tea and sugar. The business being in the 
hands of the Mugizene, (merchants,) natives of Suse, isfontey bezef, 
(bad enough.) It is now impossible to determine what length of 
time the captivity of those unfortunate men may he extended to. 
These circumstances will, I hope, be sufficient to demonstrate the 
truth of my opinion, so often expressed on this subject. 

I shall feel greatly obliged by your communications on the suc­
cess of your application to your government on the subject of your 
own captivity, and of the future footing on which the redemption 
of American citizens in slavery in this country is to be established. 
I am eagerly and anxiously expecting to hear, I trust, of your safe 
arrival amongst your friends and countrymen, as the interest I feel 
for your future welfare and prosperity will always be near my 
heart. I cannot enjoy the smiles of fortune (if they are ever so 
kind as to attend me in my passage through this life) without I 
kriow my friend is blessed with them also. 

4 r 



"010 APPENDIX. 

I beg to inform you, in the hope you may feel an inducement to 
visit this country, not only as a probable -source of profit, but from 
a wish of again i?haling the breezes where you first found yourself 
at l-iberty, beth in body and mind, that our market is again im­
proving, &c. 

"With best respects to YGur frilmds and acquaintances, and in 
particular te Mr. Savage, I subscribe myself, with sim:erest regard 
and frienqsliip, 

Captllin James Riley. 

SlR, 

Y our very obedient s~F:vant, 
WILL'IAM WILLSHIRE. 

Tangier, 27th April, 1816. 

I have 'flat earlier acknowledged the r€c€ipt of your favour, 
~lated GibJ'aItar, 1st FebruaIY, desirous of being able to give you 
some s:ttisfactory intellig€nce regarding the men whom circum­
stances compelled YOll to separate from on the "Desert. " Until 
"yesterday, not any tidings of them had reached me.-Mr. Willshire, 
in his letter of the 13th this month, advises me he had recei~ed 
from Widnoon a note written by William Porter, but such l')S did 
not afford any information respecting his fellow sufferers, as th€ 
poor man seems to be but an indifferent scribe. Mr. Willshire 
adds,-" It however affords me the sincerest pleasure to acquaint 
you, that by intelligence from Moorish acquaintances, I have 
received news that there are three others in that neighbourhood." 

Mr. Willshire had already taken the necessary measures for the 
redemption of the four-had he known the names of the three h€ 
would have mentiemed them. In a few <lays r may expect to 
receive further intelligence, at the retum of an express I sent to 
that gentleman on the 3d ipstant. I must, in the mean time, tell 
YOll, that I very much dread we shall have difficuJ.ti€s to encounter, 
in regard to the rate of redemption, becatlse of the unguarded 
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(though, it must be admitted, very natural) c.onduct of the I)assen­
gers who were on board the Glasgow brig, in making great pro­
mises, in the view of accelerating their emancipation. These, and 
five seamen, had already unfortunately fallen into the hands of Sidi 
Ishem; he was endeavouring to obtain possession of the remainder, 
and had demanded of the Governor of Tarudant better than seven 
thousand dollars for the seventeen persons. Should he not be 
authorized by the Emperor to pay this sum, I am persuaded the 
owners of the brig will do it, rather than allow their relations to 
continue in the deplorable situation you so well know. It matters 
not from what source this villanous demand may be satisfied; the 
event will operate for a time against the liberation of Christians in 
similar situations at the usual rates. It grieves me to think that 
we run the risk of being made early partakers of that more than 
probable consequence, so much to be deplored. 

My family are thankful for your remembrances, and encharge 
me to assure you of their good wishes. 

Captain James Riley. 

My D EAR SIR, 

I am, with regard, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

JAMES SIMPSON-

Mogadore, M ay 6, 1816. 

I had the pleasure on the 14th ult. of informing you of four men 
of the crew of the late brig Commerce beil1g near Widnoon. I 
have since received a letter from 'William Porter, who acquainted 
me of Archibald Robbins liJeing one of them ; the names of the 
others he does not allude to, nor th at they are in the vicini ty-it is 
very unfortunate that he scarcely kno ws ho w to wri te, and I can 

hardly make out his letters. 
i am sincerely sorry to observe, that Porter mentions two men 

to have unfortunately died, and who have gone to " that bourne 
4 r2 
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from whence no traveller returns;" but whom, when, and when, 
he does not state. I am still inclilled to believe, that the foul' I 
first mentioned, are in the neighbourhood of Widnoon, as I have 
received several letteFs from those parts, in all of which foul' Ame­
ricans are , stated to be in that vicinity. As the abo"e ,circum­
stances, if made public, will only be the cause of regret to the 
friends in general of those unfortunate men, I consider it advisable 
not to Jnake the same known at present, until I can transmit the 

. names of those two unfortunate men, who have been released from 
the trou bles ami miseries of this world, I trust for a better state of 
existence.' I expect shortly to hear from my friend in Suse, 
respectiHg the sum demanded for the ransom of Porter and Robbins, 
and ,the other two, if they are still living. I assure you that in all 
my. communications respecting 'the English crew in captivity, I 
always call the attention of , my friends to their liberation, and 
I trust shortly to h<lar something favourable in regard to their 
release. 

This letter I have the pleasure to forward you, per the ship 
Wanderer, of Middletown, Captain Daniel Hubbard, from whom, 
being your .townsman, I have received the sincerest satisfaction, by 
hearing mention made of my friend, in terms the most flattering, 
and grateful to my heart; and this has beeR a further cause of con­
gratulation to myself; and I am thankful that under the care of an 
all-ruling Providence, I was the means of rescuing fr0m the hands 
of barbarians, a fellow-Christian and a friend. The English crew 
have been upwards of four months in captivity. I have used every 
exertion for their redemption in my power, but they have .proved 
unavailing, fro'ln the want of that prompt anel decisive assistance 
which I should have affonded, had not the funds in my possession 
been under the restricuion of first making on their behalf an appli­
cation to his Imperial Majesty of Morocco. The Governor of 
Tarudant refuses to pay their ransom, say 6 to 7000 dollars, and he 
appears to throw obstacles in my way, not being willing to pay the 
money, or allow me to do it. 
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I beg, my dear friend, to reiterate my good wishes foryour future 
welfare, under the blessing of Divine Providence, and remain 
unalterably, my dear Sir, 

Captain James Riley. 

DEAR SIR, 

Your very obedient servant, 
WILLIAM WILLSHIRE. 

Tangie1', May ~7, 1816. 

This day month r had the satisfaction of writing to YOlt ill 
duplicate, by way of Gibraltar and Cadiz. 

Yesterday I received a letter from Mr. Willshire, dated l~th of 
this month, informing me he had received a second note from 
Porter, but without any further intelligence of his former compa­
nions, save the unhappy circumstance of two of them having paid 
the debt of nature-unfortunately he does not mention when, 
where, or even their names. 

Mr. Willshire has received a confirmation of there being four, 
including Porter, of the crew of the Commerce, .in the district of 
Widnoon ; which, as he states, are in fact all that remain. 

It does not appear whether it be your former master tha-t has 
breught the men to Widnoon, or not, but I should suppose it is, 
and that he does, not fulfil his promise to you, as Mr. Willshire ac­
quainted me, one hundred and fifty dollars ransom was demanded 
for each, This I have instantly determined to pay, and set the 
unfortunate men at liberty, persuaded government will approve of 
my not writing for instructions; at the imminent risk of the. 
people's li ves. 

The orew of the Glasgow brig were still with . Sidi Ishel;n. 
After many delays started on the part of the Governor of Tarudan.t, 
Mr. Willshire, on the pressing invitation of the Messrs. Blacks, has 
tak.en upon himsdf to 'pay the ransom, and had sent down . five ' 
thousand dollars in part, in fu ll confidence the people would be ' 
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sent him. I am persuaded their ransom and ~xpenses will exceed 
your's in proportion to numbers. 

Consul Green's application to the Emperor has occasioned them 
full three months prolongation of their misery. I have for many 
years experieRced the uncertainty of that mode. However pure 
his Majesty's intentions, his servants' dread oil expending monies 
of the Treasury, but for ostensible purposes, will thwart them. 

Captain James Riley. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

JAMES SIMPSON. 

P. S. Mr. Willshire mentions that Archibald Robbins is on.e of 
the three he has heard of, besides Porter. 

Mogadore, 11th June, 1816. 

?l1y DEAR AND ESTEEMED FRIEND, 

These few lines I forward by the schooner Rebecca, David 
Eaton master, bound for Boston, on which I llave loaded 2\10 bales 
goat skins. 

I am exp,ecting the four men, formerly part of your crew, up 
from W[dno@n, i,u about twenty days. I am n(!)t acquaiRted with 
t!heir names, except those of William Potter and Archibald Robbins. 
On tl~e 8th inst. I had tlue pleasure to effect the relea-se of the cap­
tain, passengers, and crew, seveateen in number, of the British 
brig Surprise, wrecked on the coast of Suse, the 28th December 
last, when bound from Glasgow to Jamaica. The ransom money 
paid was five tholtsand dollars, aNd with expeRses of presents, 
&c. &c. I calculate will amount ultimately to more than seven 
thousa,nd dollars. 

I am anxiously expecting t(!) hear of your safe arrival, as that 
will afford me the greatest sa,tisfaction. 
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I remain, in great haste, but with the greatest esteem, my dear 
friend, 

Captain James Riley. 

DEAR SIR, 

Your very obedient servant, 
WILLIAM WILLSHIRE. 

Department if" State, 24th June, 1816. 

IVe have just received a letter from Mr. Simpson, Consul at 
Tangier, dated lOth of May, in which he says Mr. Willshire had 
written to him on the 13th of April, that he had received a note 
from " William Porter," one of your crew, written at Wid1100n, 
and information from a Moor that three others of your crew had 
got to the same place. Mr. Willshire knew not how they had been 
enabled to get there, or whether they had or had not changed 
masters. He had taken measures to convey information to Wid­
noon that he would ransom these men. It is therefore to be hoped 
that they will be ultimately restored to their country and their 
families; more particularly, as instructions have been sent to 
Mr. Simpson, authorizing him to pay what may be necessary to 
accomplish that object. As I have supposed that this information 
would be satisfactory to you and the friends of the persons to 
whom it relates, I have hastened to communicate it to you. 

With great respect, 

Captain James Riley. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

JOHN GRAHAM. 

Note-Mr. John Graham, the writer of the above, IS Chief 
Glerk in the Department of State, Washington City. 
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Tangier, 24th July, 1816. 
DEAR SIR, 

Yesterday I received by way of Gibraltar and Tariffa your 
favour of the 28th of April.-Since my last to you of the 27th of 
May. forwarded in duplicate under care of Messrs. Hall and Co. of 
Cadiz, I have not received any further certain intelligence of your 
people, save that Mr. Willshire says in his last, of the 27th of June, 
Porter's master had not answered a letter, in which he invited him 
to bring the man to Mogadore. 

I availed myself of the earliest opportunity of sending Mr. Will­
shire eight hundred dollars, and authorized him to pay in the country, 
the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars each, for the ransom of 
Porter, and the three ~s he had heard of. He has acknolV­
ledged the receipt of this money, and I am persuaded you will be­
lieve he will have lost no time in employing it for the good purpose 
it was intended. 

On the 11 th inst. I received the authority which the Honourable 
tHe Secretary of State informed you would be handed to me, re­
specting the redemption of citizens of the United States, from tl.e 
cruel bondage that Christians experience whilst in the po\ver of 
the Arabs. It)s extremely satisfactory to me, that, I had in a great 
degree anticipated those orders in the directions given Mr. Will­
shire: however, I have sent an express with further in~ trllctions, 

in order to expedite the g00d work the 1110st in my power. 
I am infinitely obliged by your kind offers of service, and will 

certainly avail myself thereof, but being pressed for time to-day, 
and anxious to send this by return of the boat, must beg your in­
dulgence for further particulars until my next. 

His Imperial Majesty, Muley Soliman, arrived here on Monday; 
hitherto we do not know what stay he n1ay make. 

I remain, with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
JAMES SIMPSON. 

Captain James Riley. 
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MogadM'e, October 29th, 1816. 
My VERY DEAR FRIEND, 

I have had the extreme pleasure to receive your esteemed lettel' 
of the 27th of April, (the others you allude to have never come to 
hand,) and the interesting account of your meeting with your 
family and friends, produced in my breast sensations of the most 
pleasing nature, such as words cannot fully describe. The interest 
I take in your welfare makes every circumstance of importance; 
let me requcst of you not to allow an opportunity to pass without 
writing to me. I cannot find words to express the sensations I feel 
when I come to that passage of your letter where you inform me 
your youngest son, by the general request of Mrs. Riley, your 
family and friends, has been named William Willshire-the com­
pliment thus paid to my fami ly I shall always consider as one of 
the most honourable circumstances I can ever experience in my 
life. I know not what to say . May your son grow up ' into man­
hood, adorned with every virtue, and may the choicest blessings of 
an all ruling Providence be particularly extended· to him in this 
life, and continued through a never ending eternity. 

I have now to acquaint you that I redeemed William Porter on 
the 27th ultimo,) redemption money, one huadred and sixty-three 
dollars,) and yesterday I agreed for the ransom of Archibald 
Robbins. If nothing extraordinary intervenes, I expect he will 
arrive here in about sixteen days from this time. I have .also 
news of two men who I think must be a part of your crew, being 
in the vicinity of Widnoon- their names I do not know, but I 
have sent a courier to them to bring up information, and if pos­
sible, to obtain their hand-writing. I have also heard of another 
man being a considerable way down on the Desert, and I have 
ordered my agent in Suse to send ;/ Moor to purchase him if pos­
sible. I have the greatest pleasure to acquaint you, that at last I 
am not tied down to a few dollars, more or less; as Mr. Simpson 
has limited me only to the average price which was paid for your-

-. self and companions. 
4K 
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'I beg you will excuse my not writi,ng more fully by this' occa­
sion, which is that of tl;!e brig Adriano, Captain Richal,d Motley, 
bound to Boston. William Porter takes his passage in th~ vessel. 
This letter will be forwarded on to New-Y~rk, and also a Moorish 
bridIe, as you requested. 1 do trust you will not hesitate to COlli­

mal')d me at all times without reserve, in these parts, as it will , 
afford me the greatest IDleasure to execute your wishes, and I ex­
pectut 'from the friendship existing between us. 1 intend shortly 
to write you a -long letter on the manners and customs of this 
country, with a more particular account of the stations for the 
caravans 'in cFossing the Desert of Sahara to Tombuctoo, than is at 
present exta~t, 

I remain, with every good wish and "prayers for your prosperity, 
most unfeignedly and truly, -

Captain James Riley. 

My dearest Friend, 
Your well wisher, 

WILLIAM WILLSHIRE. 

I have no time to re-peruse what I hav~ writt.en.-Adieu, 

FINIS, 

, L01l,do£l: Prj. ted by C. ROlYoub, Bell-yard, T"mple-bar. 
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