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I N T R r Due TIC N 

IN t'lis survey 0-( the t'1l0 Achimotas - the School 

=" the Village - each community will be examined 

eparatelyand then compared one "lith the other . 

The Village was the "'irst to be established . 

According to tradition it came into being some -

~ine in the nineteenth century. The school came 

~l'istence in the first qU2.rter of the twentieth 

certury, in 1925 . 

- Tr.e school owes its origin and continued 

?yistel'ce to edl)Cation. Those who live there 

re stu.envs, teachers, administrators and several 

t.roes cf .vorkers. It ;l'1S a mixed population of 

'hite ~nd bl~ck, young and old. A large number of 

+nc.'"1e N!J.O, because of their occupation or career, 

c"n.lOt be permarient settlers, leave the school at 

one time ano ,her. 

This usv.ally takes place either at the end of 

~ cou~se oe study 0r at the end of one ' s service 

a', the ochool. 

The settlement at the Villa.;e has a sombre 

.... r-i "l.n. The "irst set lers trace their settlement 

to a fleein T'~ce of '}runshies from the North. They 

e~cQ ,e~ ~rom sl~very, or the menace of it. dhen 

t'1.f'y we 'e 1 ~ ',eT' f',oee:l ~~om th~ t ,," clic tion they 

n de actimota ,neir pern~nent no~e. 

"'he early ~ettlers teo} to ~arnin~. As the 

com .ltni +y prosner'!i 'trpr 8'1'N"S joined them. At 

ttl? ..: re ent qq,,{ -he Vi' lq 'Te ' '-lS tl.l.e character o.L> a 

C"""Wlit,{. It 'g., a hesj,'U1 w:o i'l called 

11 1 rn 

Ac i"lc tl 'cPool a' '( has a chief. But \"hereas 

chief at the villace is elected by the leaders 

t Cr)T ...... llnit , cni~':JliuCI Qt tIe sct'lOl..l .f:'c 1 ...... L '8 



; i 

the line of succession of Principals or Headmasters. 

The "Chief" at the School , whose authority is 

'elatively supreme , has no stool . The chief at 

the Village, depends for his authority on the 

advice of his elders. This is symbolished in 

a Stool. 

The principal inhabitants cf Achimota school 

are stuaen GS and ",e nbers of staff worl.ing to\7ards 

a common aim, but the inhabitants of the Village -

let , us call them "the Villagers" - have limited 

interests and resprnsibilities. Each group in 

the village community caters for its ovm welfare 

but the groups share in the co~,on idea of their 

being commcn inhabitants of one village. 

Hot all the villagers are today farmers; not 

all are Grunshies anI Gas and not all are traders 

o. pedlars. n~t one or more of these groups are 

to be found in the village. They all live together 

under the benign care of vile chief and his elders. 

A picture o~ a complete sys~em of mixed 

ectivities ~eets the eye as one inspects the 

scene at the villa<"'e, but, all the Salue, life 

0E'S on tnfre according to a ~attern - the pattern 

th t is fOund in most mixed communities in the 

co=tryside of G"an". 

;::arlicr on, it was said that the authorit.{ 

of the Chief cf Achimota School was rel~ti'ely 

supreme. .~at statement is subject to a big 

qualification. QLite apart from the PrinCipal's 

"chief",hi~" there is a ni h0r e.u hori t.{, a gove 'ning 

'y at Ad imn a Sche 01 called the AC ,~ , va Cou:., 'i~ . 

1'h..l..s is tUl autonomol".s bo J. Tlr3.t is tC' say iIJ 

r 1 put n nous b~ u's been iIi exL ence sir.ce 1'31'. 
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The Princi pal is not now a memb er of that bod y , but 

he is charged by the Council to look after the school 

as the chief administrative officer. Subject to 

directions and corrections by the Council, the 

Princi pal is supreme in authority at the School. 

This structure of authority at the ~chool 

has remained unchanged for over a quarter of a 

century. 

It is otherwise with the village which has 

passed through various types of government since 

its !oundation a hundred or more years ago. From 

being a village of freed men it passed into a 

colllllunityof farmers under a headman. It then 

grew into shape as part of the Ga State under the 

Ga Paramount Chi ef • It ac quired a headman, and 

then a chief with a stool. Quite recently it has 

passed from the administration of the Ga Native 

Authority into the hands of the Accra Municipa l 

Council. It is hoped that under this modern form 

of government Achimota vi Uage >Ii 11 enj oy some of 

the modern ameni ti es desired by an enlightened 

communi ty. 



THE FIEST TR 'E OF ACHIUC1l'A SCHOOL. 

FI~f .2. . 

They are fro m left to right. 
Dr . K, e<;cyir ~ ,,7"Y , His Excellency Sir Gordon 
Ju -:i.sber' and ,.1r . \lec} . Fraser. 

<. 
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VI 

tho pre ant chief and the malconten~s at Acbimota 

Villago in the supply ot very usetul data on 

chieft iTIcy and 1 d tenure ot the village _ 
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ACHIMOTA - I TS GEOGRAPHY. 

ACHIl C TA lies 0 50 51' N ac cor di ng to 'eteorologica l 

f i nd i ngs, and 1 3 ' I t i s seven miles north of 

Accra alone Nsa'.'fam road , in the Eastern Reg i on of 

Ghana by the sea . The layout of Achimota School 

and Village is quite s i~ple . The land lies in an 

earth- quake zone , The rel i ef is gently undulating 

ris i ng to 200 feet above sea leve l . 

The river Onyansia which flows past Legan and 

AChimota Vi ll~ge and enters the forle Lagoon at 

Accra, starts "rom the Al'-l'1apim hills . As it enters 

Accra , it is known as Odo . Near Achimota its course 

is slug ish but, in 1930 , "chi~ota students "ere set 

to worl< on the river to improve its flow and thus 

preven G the bre,eding of mosquitoes in it. 

The diuT'nal pattern is complex with rain during 

the first part of the niGhts in .l8.rch, during the 

la ter pert c<' the nights in April and around dam 

and in the late evenin 7 s in "ay . J.u~e is the wettest 

nonth . l'he aminE' are the fettest periods with the 

1 te evenin ""lrl early morning relfltivelJ' dr' In 

c tober rain o are most "reqw.nt around da 'Il (see H,r-",t\). 0..+ 104d<.. .. \,. .... 

The rain all i to r r enti 1 an totals abo~t 

30 inC~ES a Je~r . ~ometimes ~s rruch as 4 incl~s 

Is ir, a iay. ':ll rin~ the -r'. iny se s"n q '.1 the 

'l. • so )e lV'J t,)ey cause estThctivn "" bri '. es. 

rhp ene-r~l ild lirecti ns ~re e~ - so, h 

'e"lterl.y te t E'en cvem'Jer and '~rc 

e e tpre+ ;+eUlr. 'e 

ii. >\c.i 0+ en) AE' 

; leo. 'l.' rE>st e~er e ('3ee 

e .J.... ire 1. e e ie, 

erve l i - a i n E l.snre. 'l'l e 1"1') es t 
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gives more humi dity . 

Two of the typical trees grown in the forest 

A.re the Baobab '1li th thick bark and Elaeophorbia 

Drupifera with very thick leaves. " ..... Fi3" 3 Cl.. ' 

The soil is made up of organic and inorganic 

substances. 1aterial is removed frequently from 

the top deposits of the hills to the valleys and 

therefore the valleys contain transported sand 

and clay . There is thus a regular movement of 

sa and clay and a regular pattern or ' catena' 

in the soil which is the same everywhere, depend-

ing on the relief. 

~nere are termites also . They cease to be 

active, and they make ant hills. 

There is great mineral wealth on the land, 

such as laterite, which contains some iron and 

is used for making road surfaces. Quartzite is 

also obtained in plenty from several quarries . F~.H. 

The quartzites are used ~ainly for building. 

~ire-wood is obtainable from the forest 

and is used extensively for conking and for 

charcoal. 

The villages are surrounded ",ith sUbsistence 

faIms where the cultivated products are tomatoes, 

~arden-eggs, cassava, okroe, pepper and maize. 

I'he farms are~ound alan,"" the 'loco Tah and l"sa'vam 

roads. 



T 

THE HI STORY OF ACHI MO TA SCHOOL 

I N THB yea r 1919 , a Government COID~i ttee on Educa­

t i on , wi th "r . Kingdon as chai rman , submi tted a 

r eco:.unendat i on that Government should construc t 

a se c ondary school . The v i ews of the Ki ngdon 

Committee , though welcome , di d not go f ar enough . 

On the 20th of February 1920, another Educa­

t i onists ' Commi ttee , more thoroughly repr esentative 

in nature than the f i rst, submitted a reco~~endation 

for the cons t ructi on of a secondary school and a 

training coll ege for teachers in the neighbourhood 

of Accra . 

A \laterless , uncultivated hill covered with 

long grass and scrub near the village of Achimota 

and about eight. miles from Accra was the s i te 

proposed . Upon inspecti on by the tnen 8010nial 

Secretary .':r. A. R. Slater , and the Directors of 

Educat on and Public lorks, the site on which the 

school now stands w~s approved . During the year 

a road lias built from the main road at Achimota 

Village to the present entrance gate. In 1922, 

Pajor J . 'I . Skipper a Cambride;e Archi tect, sub­

mitted a general design for the lay- out. 

On 5th ~:arch 1924, the foundation stone ,vas 

laid by the Governor Sir Gordon Guggisberg, in the 

presence of a lar~e cath3rin~ and one that completely 

represented all sections of the population of the 

Gold Coast ( as this country ,las then called). The 

estimgted cost ,as £250,000. 

In October 1924 , the construction of Achimota 

Schonl -as begun by ressrs rTlOmpson -'oir and Gallo ­

way. During that same year 'l.nd mon~h, iiev. Alec G. 

'raser, I' . A., arrived in ;he cot'ntry as the first 

Princiual bringing with him a ceneral scheme based 
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on h i s wide knowledge and experi ence of educational 

requirements . In April 1925 , Achimota school 

became the Prince of :ales School and the Prince 

of ,'alse College ?,hen his Royal Highness unveiled 

the tablet beside the main entrance to the 

Administration block to commemorate his visit 

and to authorize the use of the title . September 

of the same year saw the progress of work retarded 

by the resignation of the contractors . The Public 

:or: s Department took over under ::r. P. Hall , Chief 

Resident Engineer , who rapidly increased the rate 

of progress as each month passed . 

In March 1926, a number of staff quarters 

were completed and occupied . During that same 

year the new College building was ready and 

consisted only of the teacher training classes, 

which had been formed by the transfer of the 

classes from Government Training College Accra. 

In 'ovember, sufficient buildings were completed 

to enable a Kindergarten section to open in January 

1927 and for a second dormitory for 60 primary 

SCQool pupils to open in April. In 1929 Upper 

Primary, Secondary and University classes were 

also opened. Thus from 1930 there was at the 

Prince of 'ales College, a complete educational 

la,1der from the I indergarten to the intermediate 

classes with teacher training ~or both boys and 

irls. The total cost estimated at this point lias 

607,~j9. The fo~?l o~enill£ took .l~ce in the 

presence of a distin","uished and representative 

gathering. 



PALM AVENUE OF A.CHIIDTA. SCHOOL 



Co urts 

G 01 f 

Course 

I ' • .l . PLAN OF 

o 

~ 

f 
~ 
~ 

500 

® ­
[ 
r; 
, 

1000 
SCALE I FEET 

ACHIMOTA SCHOOL 



DEsCRIPTIO!. OF THE SCHC'OL 

ACHIMOTA School was divided into Prince of ,alee 

College and Prince of ~ales School both within an 

iron fence with a hospital between them. Both 

grounds are oval shaped. 

The grounds: The grounds , four square miles 

in area, were acquired by Government to afford 

ample space for future extensions of school and 

college. Some important areas within the school 

an~ college fence were cleared of bush and planted 

with lawn grase . Roses and Bourgain-villeas were 

planted to screen round some areas; royal palms 

planted in the avenues. Other trees, such as 

neem trees, were also planted. ....-<.. lO;<'v~ '. f. ~ 
'e;~ 'I 

Among the sta of gardening , where l.,bour is 

comparatively cheap, waR made a hobby. ~ 

members of staff living in bungalows and in 

staff-houses spent money and considerable time 

making bunealow gardens. There is a nursery 

with a keen nursery I:l.:'Jl'l in charge. There used 

to be a great demand for seeds from all parte of 

the c·untry. New plants and new species {ere 

satisfactorily introduced from Prance, Peranderiya 

gar(lens from Ceylon. 

The round9 h ve been maintained by labourers 

who used tractor and aug mowere. Avenues of one 

kind or the other have ad ed beaut t r'J.e o.r ~ ""1 

Ilettinr: of Acbimota ')ch('ol gr()und~. S ...... F'/t b· 

C"LLTGE 

THE term i6 eenerall~ applied to 

two district instit1 tions: The ~cl:> olllropcr and 

the Colle e. 

The School: Th Prince of ales ' chool con is. 1 

of a in ergarten f r y and bir's t en the Bt.;es 



THE F~S T SIX BOYS OF \CHI..OT\ SCHOO:' \"UH 
TH!;; DEPUTY- VICS PRLCIl",~ JIll THEIR ,""TRON " 

From left to right are: 
KWaml Hagan, Dr. Aggrey, 
Yaw Gyamfi alias Agyeman 
Ballard, Charles Acquah 

James Kwansah, 
Atakora Mensah, 
Prempeh, Mrs. Fanny 
and Kofi Asante. 



of five and six , a Lower Primary school for boys 

and girls up to the age of eight, and an Upper 

Primary School for girls only. 

The COllege : As distinct from the School , 

the 8011ege comprised four departments: the 

Middle School or Upper Pri!!lary (formerly Standards 

IV to VII) the Secondary School leading to the 

Cambridge School Certificate and ;,Tatriculation, 

and the Teacher Training School leading to the 

Director of ~ducation's Teaching Certificate . 

The fourth department was a Commercial course leading 

to the London Chamber of Commerce School Certificate. 

THE KINDERGARTEN AND LO.'IER PRI,LARY 

IN JanLary 1926, the "~ndergarten section of the 

School was sta:rted with only six boys celebrated 

as the 

l. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

fOWldation scholars. Below is a list of them: 
~""- w.. F ~d-' ". ~ ........ ~ 

Kwame Hagan: He is a ~anti from Cape Coast 
who was brought to the school by lawyer Brew. 

James Kwansa - also a Fanti from Cape Coast. 

Atakora vensah - (now dead), a son of the 
then Queen mother of '~pong-Ashanti. 

Kofi Asante - He is the son of Nana Ofori 
A tta I, from Ki bi. 

Charles Acquaah - a relative of late 
Rev. Gabriel Acquaah. 

Yaw Gyamfi -from I ul"asi - He died in Achimota 
School durin~ the COLrse of his education. 
Gyamfi House was n ...med a "ter him. 

The Kinuer,;-arten was Iiothered in Fraser House 

and supervised by various mistresses o~ whom the 

best kno'<m las -iss Armstrong. In 1938, :.iss George 

noVi frs. 1 •• 2rshall '72.S succeeded by ',iss '3eloe in the 

house and . iss Gbedema in the classroom. . 'iss George 

buil t a •. in lergarten l">o»and the children beca'lle 

familiar wi th duicl er and deer, I':tlinea pigs, 

rabb~ ts. donkeys, 'la ts 'U'"l cockerel. 
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R. 
A TEMPOR~~Y SWISH HUT 



I I 

The Lo er ~rimery girls were established 

in t"e Lo er Primary House 'i th ':i9s Page (no'v 

..... co ""ei') i 1 c~1.arge v ~ ile the Lo 'er "Primary boys 

c;me ~ver each morning ~rc~ tae 0011eo e compouna 

"!lere t'leJ liven in" ~e Q, 1 nder ::iS9 Dunnet . 

In 1939 there 2 s an ea,-thquake of unusual 

-tren t" in Accra. rhe children e~e little 

'i "l t1 rbe d ':r it as alar e I ers 'f them c.a~ 

:i~ 1 51 '('.:e~eA l' is~ Colbatch 

:3 '1e ~mis+re ir -131, "'3 a-f; this -I:::i e 

l.' 0 es in July 194.[ . 

')... J' r 'e ... )or L¥ ')1,..1.." lin s. ~' .. ey erecte.:J 

i' s +~ take ,t 1 ('8 C ue ~ern' • ent ~-i'-;6-'" 

cl "-_ If) S ~_'...e:rl C' er [..,- tle Lr'-'. "f'\. in t_<3 

r 'r 1 'HO, +'le e ~ 'r 'i 1s -eIB 

..... i ] s ') Iller '''; ss ';c ' e. 

ine 1. the~' .... r( "'.:entE TIt ~ J. ., 14" to tt ... e 

1 J 1 • "'"i 1 a 

i L1 e ice Fr:' 

f' e 

e 

c 

da i 'R 



The Temporary Residence - Aburi. 

----------------------~~. g 
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ved i~to hem under rs . i' irson ' s 

ca. e. 

:1. 1'I.'TT' ,,= , 9.11 c tr er e bers 

er ~ri r ry ar. 

1.'(.119 i c ... e:rl C" t-

c re~ . A. t Aburi, 1 '"J a 1 visi ti~6 as .. e:l 

ic ic arties "'rom A'hi ota "tulents. Ho·'ever·, 

t e err.or ' 9 Rest Louse cou', T'<'t be occupied 

ci 'e' to clrse t,le sc 01 at ,'>uri al +ogetner. 

e a e + irl er~ ~r '144, t~e School 

S c 1 ced, So--ne ~ +he c,ildren r turr.e1. to 

c e i 

I e O~rst ,ara~r~ h abolt the Scno~l an 1 J lIe e 

c 

I .t.:. re e_"'e a "('l 

pe,-'-' al co' rRes. 

). 

t i d '.e "c' ,,' 'lD' 18 .... rc _ ,'t-=:i le 

'l-i set-l.. 1= ,. inlle 1 

-r 1< n, .en t 

i ~~ li q i IV 

rEO _' gh'- in '0 " ~t'!c 

'.1 e rl,..;t::;.:. r8 

';' School e~ ... i C'i .. " 
on " S' . , 

r' ~ 

in 

an 

(' , €; €I 



lit' 

si into repare candidates 1'or he final 

. • n. . 1)-1' Lond ,., ~r~m 1936 , t e c,lle'e itself 

, ar e. annl,ally one sch larshi., !-e.lable for three 

yeqrs at a ~ritish n i versitJ . 

3ix~h 'orm: In 1949, ~or the ~i~st t~e, a 

six~h """rm '''-s started for the Cambrid e :Ugher 

School 0ertificate "":xaJI'inations. The Secondary 

cla~qes ere enlarged so that ore pupils could 

oe +rai'le 1. tTo'~ Achimota sen'lS out students with 

i h"r Sc '101 Certi PicC'te yearly and t[,ey are ~'ell 

re 'Ie 1 en+ire'y to -'unasi ':ollei;e of ~ecnnology 

'inC! A" imo ta or Prince of ales ' Colle e and 

":c1001 became the )resent AC1inota '3C'10('l. 

re:'!ch':'r Training: Up to 1944, a four - year 

c , ~se o~ e'1cher mrainin) s provi:1ed for stl len ss 

ssed the seventt. s "ar. lard eX'lmin tion. :'ne 

eq . Y' .r"-inine stl en '." ere o~ eq 'al sta tl:s to 

ec 'l school s I;u l.;,n t~. hey 1 i 'e 1 i th tnem 

e 'a e ()t'ses and 'ere , bject /l tLe sa .. e 

liRCl 11 e. '3 t1 'en ts id '; 0 e 1'8 cp, Jemie vork 

ari t\ a ear~ practical an et ,0 "rk. At that 

i e it J 'lot ryossible for ~~m to s1ecialise, 

m e e 

n In r:'a.;.'" s T t~nl"rl 'ieven. 

"ter i ~s l"'eal ieee' 

c e ' c ::'1 . eq' i e~ c e i e <:>8 

Y' ~n 3. Ie e c ic 'J r t' It s 

IN ~~ eo ;le l .. C .... 
, o 0' <=ih t..&.8 ur- S'1.r 

ce it ., 1 r~p pen 

.8 'I' 

n ~ n. Tl1.is c. C1 ried 
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School P:::-actice and "ethod : In the -Pirst ·ye<tr, 

all the students practised teaching in every hind 

of class; in the sacond year, they "ere allolled to 

specialise either as Senior SC2001 reachers (no'.'l 

'i:1dle cla"ses) or as In<'ant Junior (now LO',-,er 

and TTpper Primary) teachers. In the second year 

SO far as the linguistic situation allowed , the 

students vere plpced in classes according to the 

choice of specialization. 

The Colle~e Post Secondary Denartment: In the 

Ins,ectors ' lieport of 1938, it las recow_ended that 

this department of the Colleoe should be separated 

from Secondery School . This recommendation could 

not be carrip.d out ol"in- to the war ano:' had to be 

'e-Perrel un~il J~uary 1947 . 

In 1938, the number of students studying for 

Irtermedi te an' 'e ree courses was 31 Ihereas in 

lQ47 application e or almission 'rom students W,O 

h d the Lon('on Univer"i ty Standard qualification 

:: ~ tricula tic n I'S "Ie. T' i:; corrsi' era1: Ie 

increase prose frol'l "he 'act that "lore students 

hen to cotain ohe ill triculation exem, tien an' 

1" tu en s "orlced haril =0. i rovel tre .en 01 sly. 

ourse 1 led to Intermedi"te Arts, the Fir~t 

e'ica1 examin~ticn, Intermeli~te SCience, Inter-

e i~te nO. Dezree ~ ineerin. Inter ~c'no ics ~s 

i~ 'olucei in 194, And Inter Co~ erce in lQ44. fhe 

m'lj rit o· :;tudent ~.oin "ciehce tl k TIot&ny, 

Zoolo ,P' y,,'cs n ~~,e_i"tI'Y. 

built +0 contain the o"t 

r e t . c ,i 

le- ~ i ecti n I T ~ 'ine t "te 1 t e 

1 t J'. Tohn 3c ole<, r8 t variet e~ t ~es 

c c i ell..... e r. Irv:... e 
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made a considerable collection of snakes and fi;h 

'hic'1 were displayed in the zoology museU1Il . Miss 

~oote, the Botany lecturer, also made a good 

collection of .~rine Algae . 

B. Sc. En~ineering : In 1938, the B. Sc. 

:ngineerin€, was reinstated by London Universi ty. 

Surveying was added to this course for which the 

l' blic "orks Department or,~anised survey camps in 

connection 'lith a Volta River Bridge site, Asaman­

kes~ water supply , army water suppl y scheme and 

major improvements to Accra Surface .later Drainage . 

The Survey Department employed students who 

had obtained B.Sc . inc lud in, surveying in their 

e amination as senior civil servants . They had 

three year practical training which normally 

inclures two years training in Great Bri tain . 

J\fter such practical training, old boys were 

obtainin appointments in the "ollowing Govern­

men'; Departments: - Public .Iorks, Civil and 

lechanical, the Elec trici ty Depart'o1en t, the then 

Gold Co st _ ailways, Post and Telegraphs, TO'lln 

end 00untry Planning and B~oadcasting. The United 

\frican Comnany 3-pl~vood Qactory at Sapele in 

Southern i'igeria also pro vi led employment. The 

Schools engineering cou'se "f:' S sub~idised by 

e s s raro..lah and ~boso Tines Ltd., As':1an ti 

cld riel.s ,".i ·Rrlu 'old inino reas in 

sClclarsl.i<Js, here and ove~seas. Thi" opened. 

E' sl.'A"es-~tl "venue in the nining industry to 

tl'o"e stu'ents ',ho .1<d t,e ch"l",cter nd ability 

tc ivr ... eer it. ~ t ~ C'fin i.l of. l~S cou .. .'se became 

I~'" 'icul'. prob'.em but n. P. TIe .(.'l'our, the 

t 1 ir,eering ~ tt len , C8. rieJ t le curse 

r '1 ill 01 c: , hen _. J...... 8.' 01"' ~ c ir cl 



11 

the staff as well as aj or T. C. .'Ia tkins 'tho 

retu~nei <'rom the army . AchinlOta School Council 

decided that all ~ost secondary students including 

those taking the Post Secondary Teacher "raining 

course should be separated and kept under a 

,arden . 

Houses: Students of Achimota School and 

College live in houses oT four dormitories each. 

; ch ,ouse is built to contain sixty pupils with 

ste"~ quarters at each end of the block to house 

the ~ouse-master and Assistance House - master. In 

tfie c~se of the girls, the attached residences are 

occupied by a House ::istress and an Assistant House -

istress . 

Nine houses alto.<Tether were built for the 

boys an' "irIs' in all the ie artmen ts . They 'vere 

formerly named by numbers. Hcctses 1 to 9, but 

suh"e ently re-named after enthusiastic and 

enerous 1J1en and 'Iomen to commemo.r"1 te their 

c' ntrib~tion to A~rica, education in Ghqna and 

(, i'IC9. tion in Achimota. 

As ~ar bac~. as in 1'J U, the houses "ere 

divided Ut into Junior and Senior Duses ani 

studen ts c;ettled \. i th enerES and enthusiasm and 

et 8
" 

u t establishin their' radi ';ions. .,ouses 

, ent their 'latu~da,l evenin "liotenin in t 

~ect1 1'e, eb~tes, enjo i 1 13VS sta ed bJ 

n v. 1 houses an' 'rihes. rb 1"e sheen a 

ior .refect cncsen yearl '0 e reopcnsi :e 

..... 1 Ie "c ses, lorse Pre "'ACt ni .. eir 

; . 'sr - e rtf .e t. 

L'h e ro 1)1 po r re-o .... the 

Ie Y' o. 
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NA,~S OF HOUSES AS UP T0 1958 

For Boys 

House I - A~grey: rlamed after Dr. Aggrey 

whose idea of co- operation, illustrated by the 

use of both the black and white keys on ·Ghe 

keyboard to produce haTmony, became the symbol 

for Achimota School and is found in the crest. 

Dr. Aggrey was the first Vice Principal. He 

started the college with Rev. Fraser the first 

Pr~ncipal . Both men received the enthusiastic 

support oe the Governor and Founder, Sir Gordon 

Guggi sberg . 

House 3 . - Livingstone: Named after Dr. David 

Livingstone . He was a liberator who explored the 

Central , ~ast and South Africa. He discovered a 

o-reat central water course - the upper Zambezi 

River, River Ngami and Lake Nyansa. He helped 

to stamp out the slave trade and ~inally died in 

Africa. 

House 5 - Lugard: This hou,,"e I"/P.S named after 

Lord Lueard - a distinguished Governor of Nigeria 

who introduced ' indirect rule' into British 1est 

A'rioa. lis voluntary exploration brought the 

African Continent out of nany shackles of oppre­

ssion . 

. ouse 6 - Cadbury: Named a·'ter ;.:cr. ,illi.am 

Cadbury who has been generous in o-iving ~oney ~or 

scholarships yearly in t'Ole school. It is an 

a p~eciable ~iece of phildmthropy not cor Achimota 

alone be to'" ':'lI1a. IUs recent gift to the sd.ool 

is a 5,000 °yma Sill'll to be built at t'le earli~st 

convenient tione . 

1A. e 7 - '} r~ fi: This floll'::e 'as n ed -f'ter 

!1; 0 +- e sil( 'U nils Tho S lJarted AcLimo t:a Schcol 
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KINGSLEY HOUS E - GIRL ' S DORMITOOY 

GYAMFI HOUSE - BOYS ' DOIWITORY 
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. 
nd e e ,,,re ore the °CUldr ti n e bers of \',-~a t 

i l:lI:"5 f;od~. r, am..L'i ~ ied h: riLZ 1. i'3 course 

~ Y i the school. 

Hou ~e 9 - o.u -; "isberp": n .... ~ed a Pter 3ir :roydon 

u gis er ,'Iho vas ,",overnor of "'le Gold Coast 

~rom 1919 to 1927. e is the ost celebrated 

0" tile triwnvirate whose nan.es are associated 

rhese are uuggisberg, 

~a~er <nd Arygrey . 3ir uordcn ' s 1ee; interest in 

educa+irm i.n the Gole ]c "t anI l,is a )lication 

of (.is energies ar,d the rese rces of the country 

to +l~t i terest laic the ~ounl~~i n ~or tile 

'eat strides in LOb,-"eSS witnessed by Ghana 

ri~ ne last 25 years. 

"rR GL ,So 

O];:le 2 - Clark: This house which :.ouses 

rl n]J, ~s '18 ed a "'tar ·"iss. :!. Golbatch 

'ire t le"dmistress of tne SCI 101 site in 

t.e s !:len Acr,i'llota las livided in 0 School 

r, lle~. ~'le retiree Pter a Ion service 

~ich she nade a reRt contriDvti(~ to 

l,onse 4 - Slessor: r'8J!lec' after :"try Slessor 

_.:!:.~~-.:.:...cc:.=.'.!.;;<!s",]~,e~y.!.: 'amed "Cter . ary ; inc sley 

''1 e e een e ~'l n,er Ol'ge matcnes 

"1' e1 R o~. 

S n t t u e e1 q~ e"' ev. 

Pi ""'s ~"'in.c...L. , 0 t ilc""'e :;"5 t '3. 

nt 'l~ t-] C '1 1;)le Sc .. l' <'nd vol " e , 111 
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SPr:RTS Al'D GA:cr.:S . 

':'CIII." TA attached grea.t importance to ea'Jles and 

athletics ~rorr the very start. School ~ames for 

toys lere run on the House system "Ii th house ­

masters mainly responsible ~or the coaching . 

The 'ate ::r . A. R. H. Jose.'h ave valuable help 

in criclfet and athletics. The eollo ling I'fere 

some c e tre ~embers of sta~f in charge of 

coaching - Messrs P.D. Quartey Jnr. H.C. Neill, 

and C.P . oodhouse ho ,Iere in c'1arge of cricket 

and r. H.J. Andrews in athletics . There were 

inter-hou~e competitions hicn 'ere held every 

Jear in cricket, fcotball, hockey, athletics, 

volle - bAll an] cross country running. Apart 

from interhouse competitions, the sc~ool has 

anUl ,,1 ~ix I;ures in footba'l, cric' et and hocke.i 

I'i tn "chools in Cape CORSt, Y\lmasi and A;:ropong. 

At the present time, the number 0" schools th t 

ta e ryart in the inter-colle e athletics eetin's 

h"s inore8.sed by t' e addition of r.e' sc,1001s "uch 

as e. eh Co' lege, C,.olru "are and others. The 

tr.oi.ling colle€,es r. ve left che roup. Durin-; 

th l~e eti1'l{'s \chi'I:ota bOIS 1eve o~lei very 

he'll thy competitive "pirit Nhich Gained c cr them 

e c llent 'e ·,1+8 in at le+ics t the ':'n"er­

coll e sports "ee1;in"s in which betneen 1937 

fu'lil 1 g4 7, I,.c i ot . on he '~rey S.,ie' 1 seven 

ti fib s ou to: nine. 

i 1 

e 

I as i I 0ne 0" t .. ('oe in cer-col 'e e s 0 

eros -COt n l.r,f race trJ. t i l'1: 11 a ~le tic 

is f"~e. le 

e 

et 

+., er t rom b 1. ar 1. r:o "L.pe-rre "'ect 

(> co 

<>b 

, i 3 e c r-tr ..:._1 ...... 1" 

tG = e VPl"" .. (. e 



he -+;001< pa,·t in the cross country race . He had 

been winnin" wi th ease. 'le VIas leading the tea'll 

in he race but twenty y"rls c rom t~~e +a"e (~e 

fell . e .ade t170 a -ete1'11 ts to rise . A laster 

0" [,is scnool went to 'lim and whispered to him 

"that ,e had just twenty yards to go but the boy 

in strugt;ling said: "I can't, isn ' t it sad, isn ' t 

it a disgrace? //hat will happen to my College?" 

,ith these words on his lips he died. This incident 

disquali""ied Achimota, givinF the first place to 

esley College. A member of lesley suggested to 

their naster in charbe of tr.em that they should 

ive the cur which they had won to Achimota in 

mem0I'y 0 Jogba tse, which they did . S"-"- f,~. \0 ~ " 

The girls play rounders, hockey and netball 

and sone attempt was made during the war to start 

l'e?Jll"r annual m8tches with other Firls in the 

country. They took part in athletics. In Ig<7; 

Act imo t£ constructed 'nore ten is courts for the 

i 'l~ ho l'eadily '+"rtei ettine c 'aching in 

tern.<. In that same 'ear ~ Dlcdel"'l1 "n, I'lell 

E 1: i )e 1 .fIIlT.!l.sium las buil +. 'i th the building 

CO tle yrtl!lcsiu.n, physic.l edLcation came to fill 

~e 11 ce it ieserved to hold in the li-e of schocl. 

TF c: SOCIAL LI", F ACHI I TA Sv.;OOL. 

'FtC M its ery ince): .ion Ac ,1m t<> ,ch 01 s 

(n n iT ..... restir 8 )ei 1 00 'lut" .. i y, aJin~ 

e 

tel t 1:: ~ I fin I rc --t ... ' h ve i! ,1 varied. 

rI:l' " i - cf thesE. £: rIel or~ 
, ~ >t ' e rlie~t 

thE r"QA TJ~J. , " 1 ' "n E 1 ' ')cal yO) ,t 

lE. 'I' c": 
1 " 

, } , s 

Ie ,.. , ut 1 'C 1 
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~h~ough ~ome d i ~ficult t i mes , especially during 

the ears 1937- 1947 . 

Of he various organised TOUpS and clubs 

the °ollowing may be 'Ilentioned . '!'he Boys Club 

at Accra , Games 'roup at Achimcta Village and 

at Apenl' a , another village to the .rest of the 

Achimota ~ccra Road . In addition to these are 

the A~ri cul tu.re group the Poultry group and the 

ioneer ·roup. There are Dispensaries at Achimota 

village , Anunmle and Dome . Visitinp.: roups to 

lc~le Bu losri~al an the eper Se.tlement are a 

~ea' ~e o~ the school ' s many- sided social activi -

ties . S ..... . ', .. \')... """"* \~ 

There is a school est~blished for college 

servqnts , meaning those in lomestic service at the 

')("1001, and the re is also a group ~or Infant 1el-

e . '"C'f ore utili t~:rian in character are the 

.he Tinpl'l.te -r,wr and "he I....t:In tern 

'e ce roup. 

Dt'ril1i ~he war ther" ' - s a '0 ~l in the nUClber 

s the 

no 'e f st- f an' a rioe in t~ .. cost o~ 

t the end o· ,he eriol there "ere 

nl t~elve sections but the~e included the ost 

es~ nti 1 branc\les 0-1" tae schcol ' s sociCl.l q.ctivi ies: 

ii. e1.~rie~, children ' 

S n s"h 019 "Il1d hGS ital i i 

e ers :: st~"""' · o .... ' ... iTl ::...n he 

v , 
\ " ~o s . 

A , r') r L.ll 'l.S to 

1 .nnu c' ~ se ~v ce c s ces a a:[ 

f· C' r '" 1 n r i i 9 va J.'1 ne 1 

. e c e 0 'l.S to 



help the townsfolk to carry out some i mprovement 

of whi ch they themselves ""elt the need . Ve r y 

often this turned out to be some kind of improve-

ment in the puri ty of their water supply . At 

Awisa and Bunso , students helped the villagers 

to construct Vlorks .• hich led to such improvements. 
S~ ~i~. '?.. 

At Teshie , the Presbyterian School was helped 

to build a dispensary shed. There was a request 

from Anum to assist them in building a hygienic 

tank .f'or their Vlater supply. ,·r. Deakin in charge 

of engineering led three of his engineering s~ldents 

and other members of the Link to assist in carrying 

out the project . 

The society ran a daily dispensary in the town 

"'hich 'Jroved very successful. ~.:embers planted trees 

and showed pic~lres of the life of our lord and of 

'ied Jross work . Agric~ltural shows were organised 

annually for Villagers near Ac' imota . 

'iss Spr oat and her house - craft stulents 

orgF.tIlised the Infant ,/elfare work in a most 

eOficient manner at Anuuunle and Achimota Village. 

She introdc:ced a new and e.f'~icient system of child 

bathing. This as a reat attraction to mothers 

and children 8,ml con tribu ted considerably to health 

work in t'1e vills~es. There was educs tio-lal and 

reli iot's 'orh at Acri."ota village =d Deme. A+ 

Dome '1 chtrch \lSS built. 

A 'J THE '8,:;('(;m .- RLll ,R. 

I\c onl' vere the activities 0f t:le li;Lk 

In 1'11'1, r. -. 'osL~n I'!iS th", i're~ident. 'T1.rt 

n t (C'3J e t le '"'ecre .... r l - o~ .e (.hl.r .. ior e' '.,:'CAQ 

inl< b' e i '9 cOlmtr- , +he Ac .. i + ,e i Y('J 
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Dispenoing in Ach1mota Vill 



ee ys , heL'e are or'1ing rA. e~s in the 

C DI els, ~n se r 

Ie ., t e J un -rer chilJ ..... en t.L~ e a -=-ervice '::O..L 

~ Stl'VOS in a "ernac ' r ~t lO.3C a . I;'. . "01'1e of 

J nil!' irls .eet a-l; th t ti:le in small gro,,-.s 

~cr hible s~ldy . In the ~lirtie~ heTore the 

~n Je r "rten "nd "'rimar'Y Sch 10 'ere ren ('ved 

m Ac i ut'l., the services l"d eer held i'1 

-'v si s cc -~r1in 8 'e . In October each 

e r, 

~ces J' t'l. nksgivin "O~, od t s i-f'ts at 

ii- ~ere :tas an o"fering (f tovs, clothes, 

terials c~o thes, L'rt it qnd -rnOTJ.e.. - '7lost 

rod lCed by upi 1, ill sndents . 

Don~ tic'lls ,vere iver 

et 1, ent an hospitals . 

,er 

a to ehe leIer 

tion ser i'e uP the 

i 'r' ,,~(f stl 'el~~ " te'1 e 

s. 

- TU Ii 0;> i 1 ~lt:: he 1 ('I11"1.e la'oJ -

, I 

Jl ilj' n t en their ser'ie'e it g ch a e1 'vhich 

e 'r er1y he t'1ive' it n~lle e en 

en ~ 'led tC' 'ive ,~ 1 t '" C "l -

'e ie , CO ~ 1 C i 'r 

!U' 1 e, 'i :J. 

1 r 
~ ~. + e 

1 e ~ 

e ~I ~ c ~ e' 
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FOUNDER'S DAY ACTIVITIES. 

F'i 11 •. 



mnrnin{' s . Some s turien ts "'ho h"-d the C' pportuni ty 

of 'orying "it some bobby later became professionals 

i. t: e ho~bJ they c1'_o eat College. An exa'!lple of 

this is ·'r. ",oeho, he"d o~ :':1.sic Sc':lool, "no started 

witn music as a hobby in Achimota school Ihen he 

nl'S a ste·dent. 

Instructors rho ~ere competent in the various 

ert .. and cr"ifts were invited ""rom tm·m. Some members 

of "toff "ho ,'{ere goce. at partic lar ':lobbies also 

became insrLwtors. Activities consisted of shoe 

, "i'lg, kni t dng, painting, boo}:binding, clay­

.nodelling, drawing, basket weaving, en,'J"ineerino, 

Ihoto~raphy, music and singing. Since January 1958, 

bo'ties b ve been stor,ed because of shortage of 

f1..L i l to ca te.c "'or them except "1usic which is still 

beine; encouraged . ' 

'sic i« "-n ""':t~',,ctive and Iopular l.o':lby in 

.\c' i ""ota School. rhe first period on every Satel -

if'" free to enAble the school choir to function. 

'~"c';ical 'Ilt 81c 'hich 'Covers the play-in" of various 

in truments inclur'ing the violin is tal, 'ht. The 

"tuiy of African '!lusic in the form of d~'Ilning, 

!'.r 'ng 9.!1! dancil\c is done in 'he sch. '01 il.!ld the 

I')i :0 ,'re"erve tne indio-en.lUs msic which is 

"lTtodied in otr A·:ric3.I1. cl,lture. Ste lencs are ·'.ivided 

i ..... i) co 'Vr :Jr- i ..... tribes: Twis, ~'tJe8, 88 ard 'G'antis. 

'l'l,e 'e is a smallel ori1:<al croup "<:[' .he .,crther'ler". 

n~CI.::l :'.J.,.S (+"' V~ ~i(lus tribes q,re res];onsil-.c !'-Ir 

Ie tribe be t e',_ eri r ced , ople fro .... 

c t"Lie are i vi'ed "'roTh. ti.ne tn ti!'_e t, each tne 

v. 1- us rri:':;- 1 tc f'c 1 Lei t .. :'? Ii -t:ic 11. 'n e:::~ t rOf.e 

t . ~, ~ "Ire 'om "11 ri"-e""' i . .I.\ri e t,0 ..i 'itl 

"'he '31;\11..1er tv. ~verf 'e r E:aC11 ~ribe put "~ ill )6 ~t 

<lr r' 'e t, lntfJor i"r", tho r,,1 e sc CO.L • .re es' t 



0~ all these can be seen during Founder ' s Day . 

~!e lo~t colourful scenes at Achimota Sc~ool 

are those occasions when students put on their 

national attire such as they do on Sundays ruhen 

they attend evening servi ce . But the ~ost 

impressive occasion OC the Jear is Founder ' s 

Day. Iv ... alls on 5th of 'Iarch but the date is 

subject to chan~es at the discretion of the 

leadmaster. The function usually starts at 

4 . 30 "" eloct p . m. By then the ,"hole school 

had asse~bled by the nain 6ae and moves in 

proce'sion to the administration block dancing "",c\ 

s inging traditional songs. :::'ailing drums aIUlounce 

the ne 's of the day or extol the L reatness of God 

and TUen . 

The celebrations end with a dis11ay of dancing 

by t e four mpin tribes - ~\vis, "N'es, }"s, 'antes 

then the school sings the yell -"Ose Yee! The 

neet'np is then dissolved, the .('estival 0'" ::'0 ~nders 

D~y closes for the ,fear. 9 .... r;t , '5" 

Swi in!; "'t Achimota Sc 1001: The Founders of 

Achimota Sc', 01 considered now best its students 

could elePit [rom Lhysic~l activi~ies other tan 

!l.thl",tics anl ames and to occupy Gheir eisure. 

""wi in Has tJ-,oug',: 0 'Je to;h enjoyable ~nd at 

tne a; e ti a a most i~portant sIort. ~tudents 

,ere J. the e rlJ 9l'l.r Q c0nveJ ed to Lab ii beacil 

for " J.I' • ~<.t tar on 8, swi ir ~o 1 s bui't. 

qn~ "he tot~ cest 01'1 i'lclt lir "c lorinft t:'nr 

lant o '1000. 

l ne ~ ~ -:1 1 Q c, >:te s i il' c.... 88 ( e 1 

by ]. cell""l c t e .10vernlj.· S1.r rnf'l r dsc> 1. 

e l' i t.. SC'.l",h 8.r ('\ 





Acrimota School near the main gate . It is under 

the supervision of the lIlaintenWlce of'·Picer ,,,ho 

con trols the chlorinating plant . J"Ile "'a ter is 

emrtied annually when the pool is cleaned and 

disinfected. 

DescrJ,,Jtion of the SWi'llling Pool : The 

Swimming pool is not just a pool. Its mechanism , 

control and lJ"enic equipment sho,;,! ho .. an artificial 

80ntrivance 0" this nature for the use of large 

~umbers of people must be carefully planned . 

The pool is in an enclosed fence ill: de of 

iron railings . There is one entrance . 

The chlorinating ,lant which purifies the 

, tel" is enc' (sed in the ~e .ce . l"Ile pool is 

75 fef t lon, and 36 f'eet "Iide. It is 6 feet 

dcle1 at the northern end slopping upwards to 

~W) :"eet at the op)osite end. There is a 

nPI'l'OW 1'001 attached to it measuring 25 feet by 

If feet f'~r children. ;'he pool has a capacity 

o Tj,OlO' .llon" of water. The dirt is irained 

a 'f every mornin( , A.Ild then the pool is f'illed to 

cap~c~tJ ~r(m the seboel reservior. 

rhere are bffl) iressinc r<,)C"ns divi"1ed into 

cub~cl ~s 'P or boys and 3"irls. There is a balustrate 

Per Ise (f batners orly. l' ey n ve to "'a'.: threu 'h 

o l_'~nfaet~l ~uot bath before enterir tne swi 'Ulling 

')(01 . rh're i j a divine buarn where swi ers 

hal'nee thenselves 'or Jivir~. 

The c:] ori ~ ~i liT Jlan t iVu' .,;~._ "CU "'i J"ie s the 

i+- p 0 rr , I en c _t'riC">e 4<' 

all ('''1 nt er l:..~ d 1 , :i'1P Of'1 , a ; '1 lai , 
r ,1' i n ' mp ~ 1 i jec+ cn 'i tti 1 ~ ext' 

~c:"fl ) .n (.] 1 P ... 



~i ~ting and a strainer . 

Alumina and soda are used to purify the 

later . The equi pment ccr each of these chemicals 

is i len tical eAce't "hI'! the tank for alumina is 

rubber lined ~hereas that ~Qr soda is galvanised . 

Bach che!llical is supplied 17i th a 20-gallon tank , 

a dissolving tray, pump and injection ~itting . 

Strainers are fitted to each of these tanks . A 

wall m01.Ultin" type rate of flo" ~uaee is provi led . 

This gu-~e operates the pressure across the venturi 

tube . 

lsers o~ the Swim inr Pool : The Swimming 

'001 mis intendeil lJrimarily for vse of' students 

of Achiruota 3chool anCl 1 s staff . A s ecial 

conce Qion has however been made to the University 

Colle e of r,hana and to distinguished people from 

outside Achimota anc Legon to use the H>ol . decently, 

cnil ren from the Demonstration SCl,col at Legan, 

accom' nied by their .. i"tresses, hove been alloved 

to use it on 'edneso'lY fternoons. 

TIl"l"e 'ire rules r,overnin,- the lse of the pool. 

Stt len,~ a in I' ., ,hs qccolDTJanifcj >,y +.leir tutors. 

~ach e h.len t 18" a ""vim 'lui t . Those ''10 lave no 

e.{ 'erience in "l'Iimmini ~re taught to s im and clive 

p,nd 9+' dent'" are encot r"- 'ed to aa uire he art. 

T"1. er ~ 'JeT't tt..i tion "(,)' rro('l"req,s i~ ften n:a. e by 

st1..cJ.en .~ . 

"ne ~e is a Rov 1 Li fe '3,win 3c C'ie ty miah 

8.'1f'rd" mel'lls tC' st1.'ien.s [,0 sncl" KEenness in 

'1 ~ e ; .... "3. --e 1:ue,tsor~ 

1 "'e "b Q 'Ie 1. _r.e eek '11 s,1 TI in 

ort h l' , ae [ r. 





Administration; Achimota School as an 

aL ono- us body '1as a School Cou~ci l styled , "The 

AC,l' '!lota Council" which has charge of the control 

ar:' s' ervision of tree general r01icy and property 

0f +he school. This 't.tonomous oller Nas given it 

by egislation . 

The Cot.ncil has been in existence in one form 

or another since the ~ounding of the school. In the 

early years the Council las constih,ted as below. 

ne of the nembers was elected yearly by the Council 

tc be the Presi'ent. 

The Cld Comoosition of the Council (Twelve members): 

(a) Fotr ~enbers were appointed by the ~overnor . 

(b) Six A<'rican '!lembers of whom four lVere elected 
by the Cot'ncil and two by the Id Achimotan 
Association. 

(c) ~"o ex-o~ficio members, the honourable the 
Director of ,";ducation and the 'rincipal of 
the School. 

The President of the COlillcil presides as 

Clair~an of the Council at meetings and the Bursar 

acts &s its secretary . 

r 

en 81 cr bti Il Jivn 0 Jl€ vC 1 ci ~ 

embers'il "nl in 

The ne, cem 0 i tior c'" ,he Council 

1. 110 C '" LS wi specifll interect in and 
kno' 1 edoe of educa tirn"l '1[ ters, of ,hom 

'\ . 

o~e '. B o~ n, are ap oin~ed bJ the' inister 
o "'dl.1c~tion. 
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7 . The Director of Educati on or his represent­
ative 

In this re - oroanised Council the Headmaster 

of Achimota School is not a member but he at t ends 

normal meetings . He has no voting powers . No 

member of the staff of the School is eligible to 

membership of the Council. The title of Principal 

is no'.v abolished and the new title Headmaster is 

borne by the head of the School. 

A person aDpointed or elected to the Cotmcil 

can remain a member for two years after which the 

process of nomination or appointment or election 

takes place for re - appointment or for neVi members 

to co e into office. 

The Headmaster is appointed by the Council 

wi th the prior approval of the ::inister of Educa-

tion . The first appointment is for five years on 

contract terms . The contract may be renewed. The 

Principal is responsible for the internal administra-

tion o~ the school . 

Internal Administration: The school administra-

tion i~ in the h~ds of the leadmaster. There is 

an Assi~tant .!eadmaster a Bursar and his assistant. 

Apart from his du ties as Secretary of the Cal neil 

the ursar is the official res~onsible for linanee. 

There is a aintenance sta~f .hieh is in charge of 

buildil"t,s, ~urniture, and re'Oairs. rr,ere is also 

a c;round B.p' arden overseer ho is the head of 

all 'he labocrers w (' 'ark on the seLo~l rounds. 

A de. eetie bursar is in char e of the scho 1 

dinin ',all. She h C 9 ler own sta,r IInose du~ies 

[9.11 tnder the 0 J ... owing eate aries - Matronship, 

;( 0 in . s+e r S l' anj 'lakin '. There re.l:.\.i tcl .... en 

'0 od jobs like c i 0' u "i .... e\7L 0-1 r 



qe in the k i t chen . In .he .,aintenance depar'tment , 

lere Qre carpen.er8, masons , en~ineers , and painters 

IC f'or tr.e scbool only. 

A' issi n to tr.e School: Enrolment at Achimota 

<;c 001 has gro"ffi ~rom a nucleus of six young 

ru ils to a total nUll,ber of six hundred (600) 

pt pils , out of which two hundr'ed are girls , all 

JoiTlo the secondary course. In 1937 , the total 

enrolment ~or the year, t ha t is, the total number 

st" jents whr, .,ere taking ii"ferent courses in 

the di "Peren t departments "las as fo l lows : -

BeyS GIRLS TGTA1 

n er~arten 36 27 63 
",Ol'ler Primary 51 38 89 

per Primary 85 68 153 
Sec ndary 161 23 184 
fe,,-cher 'raining 84 67 151 
TJoJle"tic Science 

Jon "se 4 4 
;c ercp. 16 
S ecial Art 2 2 
Tri'erqiry Level 39 39 

T ':' A L S: 474 227 701 

r- e bove enrolment included 10 s l;uden ts fro.n 

the • 0rt'1.ern ~erri torie s, 14 Students "rom lligeria 

3;uj"r.t rem Iiberig f!.1lU 5 students from l'ganda. 

IY .... n .. II department", e, cept the Secondary, 

e~e e ove", an opportunity rreeentel itself "'or 

'1 ci"l I' .ce "0 be iven tr irl" e(luca ion . 

• e f' r' s 8. O+tAC " er 3ec r jn 'y hca-

ti S:i.n en tbe er.rol 1 . 1 - i c .... e 9 sej 

T'e eli J ad •• i· ctiC' ' 1; cl::.. de 

~b ~ r vJ.1e ,C ) 1 t ·c ve t e total 

r 
, 4'0 c q nd 20 ill ir t 0 alt etl 8..L. 



Admission b.r Terri tory . 

001ony (~ou~hern Ghana). . 183 

ABh~~ti 125 

Ay. im and K"Tah" 32 
~antis 70 

1. V. 1 . 114 
I ortherners' 27 

Akwapim 44 
~xternals __ 5_ 

600 

The average age o~ the s~dents nhen they enter 

the Scnool is 12 -ears. 

Achimota draws its pUj,ils from all parts of 

Ghana 0 the results c,f a co,~on entrance examina-

tion peld anrually. All stl.dents are boarders. TIle 

SC10 1 fees have varied ~rom ~60 to £78 per annlli~. 

auf students -et financial ?rants ~rom the scheol 

the r. ver'11llent and 1, cal Councils. 

T'ne Staf~ . 

ve been reat cran es i~ ~he staff of 

AC'li,nota ~ince its establishLlent in 1'124. 

Pi'i.L cinals. 

rr e "1 s Pri, cip"l of AcnLnota Sch. 1" as 

.(ev. A'3C \. _'e ... er, .. ·.A., lIe erved ",he '1chool 

°or ter year'! =d '18..1 to re tire owin" i11-heal';h. 

Ie ~nd Aggrey n' Guggisberc have earn~d 1:.Udying 

an:. e1'S of t ,e "'chool. 

.. ex was ev. 

'3. "ter servir .par ..... i ve v ears. ...L~V. Grace carri(l- ~ 

all he cheracteri'l,ice r'l t a] e one ruly "ood 

nar •• q P~rf! "-8 !'-rmer inci..<;8.1 

i'1 an ,e ~ "n. en + 1e iYlci eo .1i beeEl e 

v (' t 1 ~41. ,.e n ove it! val e e ex~eli ce 

t, ~i 11 tt ceo ne ca i n 

c t e e E. "t 



Sc OC" "or five years . He over- 'dorJre:l himself 

r. ~ d tC' leave in 1945 becalse cf ill- 1ealth. 

e i ca.::.e :r. en~a' 1 .vh0 served .L' r four 

y rs "'ld in 1954, :r. "i'1.J.s t e resent Head­

.,...,,+er ca"!le to replace [,im. 

i0e Princi,als and Headmistresses: Dr. Kwegyir 

A ey "s the first 'llember of the Sta"'f as well as the 

"i.st ,frican t hold the ~ost 0" vice Principal. 

J e f~~ e erso of hi~h ievntion hlse life and 

or 1 e a re~t ~ p~essi n cn nis stu'ents and 

n ~-'lu.c~tion in Guana. Ao(!.rey las not one of 

h),l9 '1,,0 ie "'ithout leqving a memorial. His 

very 'i 'e is reflected toiay in the life of 

to lS&nUS Ihe never ':ne ' i . 

l~v. ~.0. ~lumer, one of the first to join 

tne became a Vice-rrin~ipal. He left in 

lll~. ~or any yeqrs ~e was responsible for the 

5c 01 and olle",e cu:'1'icllum u on vhich Achimota' s 

1 n1 e 'tuca tic.lal 

e. i ,-,sle' 

ndati n as been built. 

t i" .t, 1'c" is ""e e bered ocr his eloquent 

• (; (, C'" cheery lo1 hlwl')L r. :r . . '?, ar~ 

S "l. 'e"eqrcr schol l' in '} 'L1 C08.st his tC'ry. "Ie 

~C':l 'i uted 1Jllch t .usic i 1 t'le Schuol Jld luring 

, tr ''bl t time, hen the !'lccone '0'1 d 'ar 

'" , cft ir. 

19 C. r. ..1.. June..1 s s e "e ,bere' 

se a r (te I en ... e .. r ce 

Ll 1" C'. 

rte ete te.1.~ in n.1 

r6 s r 1 c, , t ,en e 

" er1 

.A. r 1 ~ 1 C" d r. n '0 n 

i" ster. 



1j 1 

'iss " , . Cooke as a Headmistress in 1940 . 

er 'evel- headedness elped to build up girls 

eJuc l."n hic bas.lO reached a high standard 

at c i .ota . 

Transnort and ~ostal Co~unicati'ns 

Achimo ta is some seven J tiles a-:vay -"'rom Accra I S 

Gentr~l Post ffice , and about six miles ~rom the 

si - .• ccra pil,vay terminus , It is abou~ the 

same iistance ~rc~ the ~oundary hoad Lorry Park 

",ic): is the Ulain end o~ the artery for ro d 

tr~1sport in the ~etropolis . Acnimota 3chool is 

t erecore no. cut off from the co'mtry ' s transport 

ar ... .!J 'unications . 

Be cause o~ the 'o1'e~i~ht 0f its planners, both 

1'e~ and rail and the postal services of the country 

~re organicelly . linkel i h tne Scnool site, 

• J 1'8 ",ro" road ~n' .'ail, it happens that the 

nein X'll ~i r"til\:ay line sses 10 m the western 

ey e 0 l.Le .~chi eta ri 1 e. "'nor he converJ,ience 

o co t e C!c 0], tn Acu. · ote "Stc ' or shb-Qt· tion is 

ovi ed h t':le ail 'ay h'lf a miJ e from he Sch ol. 

e'l1. s go' P d 'a, I"'rvm ti ... e sci._ 01 or re rniI'g 

t, it 'm cc tion 1 81 a~l.f sto at tnis "ta ion. 

~r ere tteJ asce11 the ridge to reFcn A2' iota 

l. 
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The main entrance gate to Achimota School. 

The Post Orrice - Achimota. 
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;'hs e",stern area of the co'mtry is also 

£ ed by t ,e roa ~roll ,~c ,i'Ilot~ , thrcllgh the 

t- ~ .'est to +r..! "Dn'e" "d at the Survey 

c ('>l. l"'Ie road tc the "8ast tr,en lies -hrough 

At 'J. to Akr' on , r t ,rot gh i)o<1o",ah an" across 

& 01 a tC' 
, -cla <1, r t~).rct h the Accra [1 ins 

ercs the Volta t .i.'e-Ple to I e+a . 

In the 'Sc 1001 cc Olmd there is a network 

s [i h , es i t po~si' 1e 'or' tses, lorries 

and ri v te cars teo l' ve access to the several 

u~eSt c- ssr( C lS ana staf~ 1.: .rters QS veIl as 

~o t e q il~qtraoi(n blOCH . 

r'1ere is a nain en trance to Achimo 1;1l. but only 

i 'a te ~~ 1 sC':1001 c'r are a110'. ed to "'ss through 

m ir 'l e. the - inis trA ion blocY-. '3, ..... I' '~,. \og 

Lorries and bll es 'llld other cOin ercip1 vehicles 

ve to l se e ea p.rn DY- _ q to the POr'Iler ir1s 

qc 001 compotmd . 

The tarmac ro c surface a' AcLi'llot, ives an 

c di ,i ns tn t"" r' ~ 1 serv~ce at l' e t 

A~.i ct . r r r I) 13 re lS in ained b.l labollrer' 

t \e 

The 

Ac Ii r y. s 

drVl 

~n nee ~e rt en~. 

..... 3 ta::' commWl.i 

,,'cved ste'>cily ani s, seE 1 tic' 1\)1 

- i 1 t: e 'ch)Q l. Be'" r' J. Q 33 the 

s ) i e the l s .. ~ C'~.l."'ice 

I ~rvi ivil l a C' tc 1 a ent.. J ,'le 

" 0 v "'.n '''S 
~ d 

t c e 1(' r r t ..! ~ L.li .... i ra-

i'Yf1 Nor Tn J'P), s or".'_ 8' 'It b Le 

3C 1 ,,' vi e .e 

Post 1. "1'1 i r., '" , 3, s' 9 

el&. nc c tters ::"'e tc.0d 

- 'i 
~ ....... f ;~ " 
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c -.1 ,fl' r.e Univel·sity Co'"e e of Gh .. .na as well 

~ s t e Iblic ho ~.re near er. gh 0 se i 1;. 

e ical ~ciliti s o~ the ~ch 01: Achi~ota 

HO! ' Il. t.· "edica1 and sani tar' "acili ties for 

~iversity College ,las s.~rted, the services 

co I: e I: os ,i tal ere eA tended to its studcm ts 

Rn sta" also. Tnere are at present two doctors, 

rr8 • ho is re!'lponsi Ie ~or ACLimota school 

st [" r. •. -. :30.)'0 {or the 'river ity and its 

st P i s _. V. ~efe a nursin !'lister h s been on 

'le t·:'! f'" C' L' 1 i te a 1 0U T e .. :ior . '1r. -ri "fi th and 

J.. ..avo. e ere "-IIlon che firs rnup of doctors 

'loon 'ibuted reatlJ to the he l,h 0" Ac.1imota. 

o C ,e oro. e their ·ood '01'1 s, t.w "ards in the 

nld e."nit.r h me h ve been nSJllei after them. Gri-ffith's 

:l ~ v e 8,rd. 

A) i ut 1 S ivaI is pen to oLt8i~e~s at ncr 81 

c T'~es. 1; tsi I( I C me i ~ s out ratie.lts. 

r er10t ... <- ses "=Ire l' .r>e..Lre tc c ::'e . Hosfi 0.1 

r cC' ' e . s i a' as b ilt s 11 scqle 

i 'd " 0 consv 10 I 'In'--i' n s "or 

C 1 r , e 'es ectively, dre ino rOCill 'l.Il0 

i p en"qry, a s ore '0 nd s i tc 

" '''f';' t 1 st f" ivp. '1." ~1e A" 1 oca co _" oun 

r" betw"en 1:<> .( 1 < ~r 1 ' 14', 

0 11e 0 C r r" leor e 'l 

r". .t e i l' r ~ , > " 
r T'''e ir r( A v 1'> 'V 

('1 ", 'r C I +0 
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.... t~ ce 

p. ~ c 1, e'" 
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v a e '3 .'ed, ced oy the si'1l~le "'et'lO' 0:': s!!1ok-

ir t .. e >11; - latrines . (nee A. weei..:, a grou~-o-~_ 

e lior ir.L students go to tre odel Village 

e dormi to.Q "ill" es and Acni nota village to 

:1 a ,eiglin clinic , visitine babies and 

~ ect nt ~othRrs and advisin them. The senior 

~tll~ents ain invaluable ex,)erience in treating 

~ilO~ il1neoses , such as sores, and in giving 

~ir' t cl.id treatment. 

In 1929 Lady illcocks, wife 

tle laGe Sir J''1les illoocY9, returneo to the 

)11 )0 st Geverrwent . The collecti0ns cf 

an 1e- , SWor s, Z1lnS and curios Nuich her 

~r 'lIld collected in Ashanti "nC' 'lurma , ~ 

""'---'~ were "ande 1 over to Ac illota to be 

} c', ed there to~ether with di "ferent archeological 

cimens hich were dt u) durin the buildino 

e c v"tior s. 

ally v(' 

t 1 len in teres.l in rovi ~i 1 ma veri '.8. 

)e n fY'iends, neGa 1 r. il iam 

loce 1 i 1 ;eX'e t. '0 enccur::t e entnu~ia~ts :'or 

o>e c 11 ectioJ'ls, Ac.illGta helo sneci 1 e ~ibi-

i or t',arn Terri vory m1 eri'11 bo vh A'rican 

.I) ~~i n o t cary and mine AX 1i i s. ~hese 

e " c on t e 1 ~ic. 

I? e s n + cr Ll ,.. 
" c~ t'le 

H" t An t'e CuratCl~' t s fl s ien 

VI? " n e r 'er 't"ice 

a 

e~ i 'l. reo <.1 cr .... .;.1"r: lel 

t i a ""ect:>iv 1 "- r 'Ola : a 1.: ~eum8 

A· c e . iLl; nlic i Tlli. t f r 
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Jc lon~al Cuseums o~fered by the Garnegie ..:rust . 

The ap lication as duly subnd",ted. The first 

rart H8S mF' e in the fOrIT of ~.150 for furniture 

fer t1e construction of t:,e anthropology mUseum 

(illO £~~O for the science lliuseum . This generous 

he 1 p enabled the College to ef. ploy a full time 

assistant. 

embership of the 'useum association linked 

Ac l.imota up with ot'ler "'seums in Europe. Duplicates 

e~ extlbits were sent to _ fantsi lim to start a 

e n. there . In 1951, the con ten ';S of Achimota 

'ere hrulded over to the newly fcrmed Ghana 

i nal 'luseum in Accra. 



THE ANTHROPOLOGY 1·11SEUI-> . 

This was built on a very sma 11 scale . Mere 

tribute should be paid to hisses Deakin and 

Plumptre, and in the Ja ter years to the late 

r . ~ . H . R . Joseoh through whose energy and 

enthusiasm tile anthropology luseum grew from very 

Slm 11 beginnings to contain the interesting collec ­

tions it now has. 

Collections "ere made from Southern Nigeria 

and Dahomey, in DarticuJar by 2' . and ·lrs. I~eye­

rowitz who collected dancing masks, other wood 

carvings, examDles of metal work, basketry, tex­

tiles, pottery, decorated calabashes, tools and 

ornaments. These Were brou,;ht from bomey, Ife, 

Ijebu Ode, IlorL1, Oyo and Benin. 

Other collections were made from Northern 

}ram, ' shanti, \kim, Krobo, Ga regions, Nzima 

and owin districts. This collection was soonsored 

by trn ,~ ~ri cult t.r e Dere rtmen t. ,\n appeal wa s 

launched for students to make more collectiolls 

dring holinays f'rom their daily observation and 

hearing bur tlleir response was really disa'l'Jointing. 

Th"re Was a second 'lDolic 3.tion IT-ade for a Carnegie 

grant but the parent \ssocia tion failed. 

l.oney was no t for thcoming and tr.erefor e in,provised 

contai lers were .ude to old un exnibits. !\ circular 

1oDf'al expl,inin~ the air.s of the "useu:n and inviting 

axc ClIl<;e of Ill3.terials, liter3.ture anJ p"oto r3.phs was 

sent out to 3.b,:>ut a r,undred .useums an::! institutes in 

Eurooe, \meri ca ~ )outh 'frica. This appe~l received 

°nco lI'a " e rt but there was no onev there;ore ,any 

o fers .. ad to oe rejeCved. Fi.1a~1" tr.e Principal aIle 

tros (> co .ce le e et to ~iscuss the po lic" of t!'.e 

llSP.um. i'he decide rn t t le co ller ,,~on sllOul,j e 

"."Tlresentative of collections fro t.e uold 'oa¥t 
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and lest, 'rica and other parts of the world . 

THE PRI NTI Nv PRESS . 

When the Training College was removed to 

\ cc-i"T 0 t a i n 192 6 i t bro U;ht a foo Iscap p l aten 

achine am about four cases of type . Students 

used it to p ro duc e c lass l ists , invitations 

oro Tarnmes and smal l notes ., I n J anuary 1927 

a member of staff wi th a knowledge of printing 

was e' ployed and he took cha r ge of t his small 

olant . In 1928 the Printing Press moved to 

\chinota and on the 1st of Apri 1 a paid hand ,\laS 

errployed , I n 1930 it was decided tha t ,~chimota 

College should undertake a l l the work done by the 

Governn ent Press on its behalf. Owing to this, 

the press was expanded by the addi ti. on of a Harrild 

Foolscap Rapid CJlinder Press . It gr<JN rapid l y in 

staff and r:erforrnance and within a ye"r it had nut ­

~ro\'II1 its accomodation , 

In 1932, fl!' . Grant ..no had been keenly i nteres­

ted in printino as a hobby in his trainin~ colle",e 

~ ys arrived from the Govern lent SC,100 1 Cape Coast . 

His wed made a huge difference to tre efficiency and 

reliability of tre Press which gained a hi~h reputa­

tion for c.'1imota. There have been full tilile emplo ­

yees "s well a s unpaid appren tic es who are taken on 

from ti.re to time at treir own request to learn the 

wor" . The ,,}ant has be en enlarged to enable the press 

to do for \chiruota work which is si .ihr to that done 

by the Jover'1ment press for Goverrrnent insti tutions 

and also for the pri.1tin of the pamphlets and other 

.terial "rod uced by the staff and t.le annJal reports 

0" the Go lle e . The printin press turns out the 

~ ern~cuhr resoln.;; cards and books as ;,ell "s sketch 

iP" ln::' lrswin s and 3.11 the "'lule- table foI'1ls a,ld 

other rOlt' 1e reluire e lts. 





The staff of the uovernment Printing Depart­

"Ilent gave nuch appreciated assistance to the 

College . I·Jention may be made , in particular , of 

I.!" . Hutton, the Press En';ineer , who has devoted 

-a ny hour s of his free time to the erection and 

maintenanc e of the lIB chinery, and to 1'!!' . Townley, 

the Government Printer , who kept up general 

interest in the Press and helped to rake it the 

efficcent organization it is today . 

\CHIAOTh LIBR\RY. 

The library is one of the oldest institutions 

of the 3chool . It suffered a grea t deal of damge 

"rom book worm in the year s "}o to I"'t' but 

a vigorous cal.oaign was carri ed on to overcome 

this. .dl1 Y damaged books were re- bound and an 

entire edition of ,th3 Encyclopaedia Britanica »as 

repaired by the book bindinG ho by students. 

In Decanber 1934, the Portrai t of the Principa l 

Rev . Fraser presented by members of staff to the 

Colle ;e Counci 1, was hunG on the west "all of the 

library facing the entrance. I t domina tes the 

attention of a visitor at the moment of his entry, 

photo ;rao.1S 0.' sone personalities connected "i, th 

the s c hool or librar .'. ." .... t-',:!' :1.3, 

"ifts of Library books to\chimota School:- The 

library ms ;rOMl from small be,;innincs into the 

Jar -e collection it is today throu.~h -enerous 

,ifts fro n int erested p80 ple . The Principal presented 

40 volurres r3.ngiil_; rom ruffin's In:luence of 3ea 

Power U.OO.1 the French ,"evolution ::!nd E, "ire to .10vels 

y "telr lev 'l'evnpm .. nd detective novels by Conan Doyle. 

r 18 follo ci. n.- ,re aLonG n n" 10 .1aVe presentea ifts 

of l-ooks to tre li}Jr3.ry: Cd • !)unst n, {r.:;. itkins, 

WdO trE'se'1t"d, ::!tTIon' other books, a valuaole six-

volt. " ~:i.;torv or F' li_. Poetry Irs. Joselin, 

IS . J'Q.:..lkl. '1, lesS!" J. 00d~louse, CL"'rk, :llis, 
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Ihrsrall , 5 allinger, damte- wa te, Rapp , the 

"ev . Ki ngsley Wi lli ams , Dr. Voehringer am too 

~lp hodist Book Depot. There are others whose 

names have not been a.entioned but '"ho need ~rate­

f 11 acknowled,g[ent . There is a lso a loose leaf 

vo lume of Colle;e nhotooraphs to identify some 

of too earlier·roups and teams as \. ell as recent 

events of chimota. 

,then too Secondar J and University classes 

were started in 1929 sections of the libr'll'Y were 

Pl!1orly repr esented and did not .;i ve adequate 

facilities for the stuly of various subjects to 

stn dents . \s from 1930, numerous addi ti. ons have 

been made with the object of fi llin; up the v ery 

~lide gaps 'in those sections . By 1934, every subject 

requir ed for the :>choo 1 Certifi cate and .uond on 

Intermediate examinations was widely represented 

on the library shelves. \s the library grew, more 

shelves were added tc haIlS e the ever-incr easing 

number of books. Today to, liorary has beoon:e an 

unfailin,; so ur c e of information and delight to 

thos e 'Nbo seek knowledge or who ",ould re'l.d for 

pleasure . 

THE OLD SSOCIVITO ... 

This assocution ~as fo unled in 19:<7 for people 

who had sune thro ugh a ;ull course of seco'ld 'lry 

education or teqcher tr:J.iniIlL. or any otu r corr:plete 

course of not less than two years duration at 

\ cr. 'mota School. 

The air, of the I.ssociation is to renew lriend­

sips lnon,,; ole. \.C D.ootans of both sexes fro IT. all 

Dart" of the co nt r , to oSi.1 {uv 'le ,;e thr olloh 

lectures on C,lOsen dubjects, an to enjoy the v3riotis 

lttletic 1Jl::. soci,l arrenitips '"lrovided. de.l:>ers 

ho ld 1 PU31 re-unions at \c1.i,not s 3chool. There are 

br"lncOOs:'r .mv pODcllous "towns in vmna sue h _s 
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\ccra, Cape Coast, Sekondi, Kumasi, Keta, Swedru 

and Ho . 

,·,embership : To become a member of the 0.· •. 

a IXlst stu:lent must pay a life subscription fee of 

:.-~ . ~s . or 2s. every year . l4embership m. s increased 

fro n: two hundred and thir ty- six in 1934 to over a 

thousand now. 

The year 1934 was remarkable in the lif e of the 

association. It was the last year at: "!ev . Fraser 

am ~a"S . Fraser's stay, am administration at \chimota 

after serving for ten succ essfu 1 years. 

The Old \chimotan ssocia ti on bave a send off 

dinner party for the Frasers. Over three hundred 

stndents sat down to this first dinner . Out of this 

nUr.lber were guests including His Excellency the 

"1overnor and Lady hudson and many distinguished 

fricans am F:uropeans. These included the Honourable 

To~bi 3ri II Fia Sri of \,.-una, who came from Kets 

for tne occasion, the late Nana Sir Ofori tta I, 

,a". lard tirew and ,!!'. woonor 1,~illiams. Jo hn Dei 

am 0 ld boy proposed the toast 0'; lJ". and l'U"S· Fraser 

on behalf of the Old c .. i'1lOtanlol. The other speech 

of the occasion was a reply to t.he toast by the out­

'lOin~ Princioal. S .... f lJ. ~'t r~e.. n· 

Tm ssociation is an autono .. cous body which 

-ivas I een atte'ltion to natters of nation-wide 

i'lter~~t, ~ discussin~ the salary and status 

of the Jun':'or Civi 1 3ervic e anrl 'Oro ,le[,ls of tioh 

educ3.tion. 

,'he lo~al brancl~s lEve activities varyino in 

1",,1l.0) an:! in soooe from branch to )r.mcr, and ro 

tl. ~ to ti I e 10 il ,ener"l a satiS1:l.Ctory stand3.rd 

~s bpar IC liev d. The oro ra" as of local branc les 

l-avf" incluied '3oci3.1s, dr3..a an soci~l service lO"':Io.. 

rI r. Cl.·ne been outst:mdin ac J.everuents of 'l.icb 01<' 

lil'dawel'deservec l lici oy umel.: the 



establi s hm ent of a ni,;ht school at Kumasi by 

Ue Old \ chimotans there . 

DUt'ing the years of the second world war , 

any of the old boys served with credit in 

various acti vities with the land forces in frica 

and "lur/Ta . :;ome took part i n the civi li an l)rotecti. on 

or 5anisations . M3. jor 3eth . nthony \';as the f i rst 

\"rican to be i'len a conmission in the modern 

Britisr Imperial \rmy . Old Achimotans have 

brought credit to themselves in various professions 

art! in the general soc ial and political lif e of the 

country . The first three fricans to be appointed 

to the Gold Coa st Political servi ce were all Achimo ­

tans . 

They have had a fine tradi ti. on to upho ld. Some 

of the present leaders of the country were trained at 

~chimota . To lention a few these are the Prime 

r.J.nister of Sluna, Dr. Kwame IIkr umah, rlr . Daniel 

C.1apman no>. Uluna \nbassador to the United States 

ani PerrClnent Dele",ate to the United Nstions, 

.r . ,E . \. Ofori \tta, ,.inist.r of Local Governrr.ent , 

Dr . SJ.sQnna Ofori .\tta , medical practitioner Dr. Je/T,ina 

rlayfron -13enjaIJlin aloo ledic"l practitioner, l,ene ,\zzu 

lIate .. ole , O.6 .E., K .... C., f.onor of ,""nya lI.robo, 

q . P • ./uartey, Secretary of the Sports Cowx:il :md 

or . lI..\. :;bedemah, "inister of Finance. ~':lere are 

lawyers , and statesman also lecture~ "t Kumasi 

Colle 'e J.nd the University Colle,;e of -ihana and 

distirruished teach,-rs who are old \cllimot,ms. 

lhe runnin of the \ssociation , s fallen into 

t~ 113nd~ 0" dil erent oeople, oo{"e of ",,0 {laVe 

left our shores for ~ood such as ,.r. \ . .1 . rraser, 

Junior ,., 10 was Secretary in 1937, ,;!'. ',oodhouse, 

'3.1$0 '1 3p'-retarv lnd _.u. C . S. OedKi.a, v·;:Lo for l.an"~ 

yP 1T"8 t, tre'srrer. em'" ::;ucceeded b, ..I.~. DO-'Jt:..OLl ~ 



in branches and is sti 11 giVing useful service 

in various direc tions. Sti 11 to playa \\'Orthy 

rert in carrYing out the many plans for thl 

development of this country its members "ill have 

to r~double their effOr'ts to bIi n d; to bear the 

best quali ties of min:!, heart and body "hic h they 

DOS sess. 
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THE \C!lILOT, CIt':;,T . 

, proud privilege of Old . c.limotans 

,ssocia tion is tra t men:>er s are anti tled to wear 

t e 'c .iroota Crest of white and black keys on 

their blazers . 

The origin. of their crest revives vivid 

me ories of Dr . I\" e ggyir .;grey, first Vice-

Principal of the School and College. The story 

takes us to merica where the problem of white 

and black has for sorre centuries assumed acute 

oro oortions. Dr . \,sGTev, a ~ anti of .~non,abo, 

snent nany years of his early trainin" in the 

United ~tat es, studying, teacr,inb, and pr eaccing 

::IS well as gaining intima te experienc e of the 

racial ')roblecf. Subsequently he had occasion to 

tour the who le of <\.fr ic a as a membe r of the Phleps-

otokes Cormninionof 1920. 

lmost everY1~here in 'r ic a Dr. \6grey saw 

alack and' [,ite races trvinv to live tooetbcr but 

wi tr out a n arked de.;ree or su: cess. He tur-ne d 

'ro tt e tour If,ore deeply convinced than ever of 

the essentia 1 i .oortanc e of impressins upon the t 0 

r'lc es the.ir need for each other "nd t he urgency of 

.:ulin· a rolution for racial coooeration and 

harmony. 

Tria conviction, added to .. is perronal charm, 

ine d for I irr in tbe United ~t3.tes nlucr admiration 

fro ed uc tiona 1 le lder s . 

When event us 11 . ,&,rey c"me to \c ,i .at 3. is t.le 

€' l"t,.- i:cp.-Pri lcinal, ~le D'lt nis exoerie~lce to 

T'e it use. ot on ... ·· " he 3. ,le to r e k t.le 

~1c oDposi..iOl tt.at had rO'D up 

Col ec':ion it tle n .. " colle e but also, to a 

1 r e e _ ;eDt, he ,,13 ,,'ole to cre ~te mut,el under-

t een & \ ric 1 lS an 1 tne ') ropeans in 



Achimota Crest 

UT OMNES UNUM SINT 



bo 

.nre than once Dr . ggr ey sooke of this 

ccnviction of his figuratively i n t erms of the 

bla ck am the white keys of an organ or a o i ano . 

Sac h set of keys he said , w"s capable of jJrocucing 

usic . But to pr odu: e verv ::eatiful music botn 

black and white keys were es ential. To out it 

in <is own wo r ds ; "In the harrr.ony of the world 

as in the harmony of an orean or a piano , the 

black and white keys are botb essentia l " . 

Upon his sudden death ~n the .::>ill mer of 1927, 

Qev . Fraser, the Principal o. the Colle.,e asked 

two artists on the stan of the Colle,:;e to design 

a Crest for the Colle e to e body 5!"eey's 

favourit~ idea. The result is tne present crest 

of .chi.ota 3c'.001 - three black ke/s 0, an oroan 

.'lith their correspOndill~ white keys and beneath 

them , the words ."Ut omn~ unum sint" " That all 

~y be one". 

To the srtists belon the desi,;n, to Rev. Fr~ser 

the Vision out to \=rev the credit for the ori j.>nl 

ldea . 



Migratory Route of Achimota Village People 
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His tor v of Sett l e, ent . roo orisinal settler-s of 

, c ,i,T.ota wer e GrUlls.ues . I t llaplened L,is way . 
'1 

In tbe latter o3rt of the ninetee~th century 

too Zabram~s fOJ.ght with too urunsbiE's in the 

nor th- western part of ;hana. Too Zabramas defeated 

the, and as a result , the Jrunshies becan,e scattered . 

Too L.abramas captured the GrunsLies and sold tr.;)m 

a s slaves . These shves were brou_ht down to da 

thr'lug, l\wahu, crossing the volta i'1 tne North. 

Once too slaves had crossed the "olta "hey found 

it dif~icult to return i1 t .. ev c .1Ose to run a\Jay 

fron too "outh . The ero ssino 0 the river sar ved 

,,3 a d 'terrent . The slaves were bou..;...lt by shan tis, 

K ahus, (13s and Ewes . S_ ~ ". ?/P """,,,- (..1 



~--------------------------~---------I~J--~---------

Tb.e Grunshie s were a ll c a l le d .:>is s l as . .\ mon3 

the 3 i ssala , one Wa Kwami was bOU6ht by a La",osian 

we an i n , ccra . DUt'ing the Danish time there was no 

Village at \chirr.ota . When t h e Danes declared that 

a l l s l aves shou1:l be 5 et free , the slaves \\ho had 

corre to ccra scattered . wa K"ami went and settled 

at lajo down the Kpehe va l l e y to farm there . Later 

r.e moven to bofu here he met his sister and her 

husoand wi 0 were farming on a laree cassava area 

where Achimota villa~e is situated now . 

The Odo valley is between bofu and \chimota 

vi llage . Every mornin before he went to 'arn; A.wa 

Kwami had to wade tnr ough water , so he decided to 

renCJ\Te from '\bofu and to live at .chimota where 

bott· his sis ter am her husband were. The sister 

and husband left '''a KI"ami there and settled at Oko 

n ear Dome thus l eaVing .c himota for i,im . Some of 

lois freed slaVE' brothers or countrymen joinod him 

at \chi.ota one after ti~ other am it became a 

village. ~wa K\,ami started his farming. 

The dispersed slaves who had joined him also 

r.ade farms . \s the Grunshies lived arronc, the jas 

~h8 Tactice of inter- tribal marria,;e becalile CO l TIon 

be twe"n the Grunshie s anc' the .]305. The farn i115 

set"lement ",rew to beco me a villa :e or town. \-Ja 

Kw lI11i as the .lead- ff.an \ ho looke n af t I' th" interest 

o~ thp far . 

:. ti ne c .• ne we en the inhabitans rebel~E> n a in t 

hin nd refusPd cO serve ,i , . I'be oeo le t:!re ore 

P'1trusted <:.1o.e 3. P3.irs of the vi lla u 8 .0 or e "''l 10. 

r ,kIno ' s L.ngList itO 0 one dam . ~"a 1\ ad. bec I e 

annoyed with this 3.m so he "ent dnd stayed _t 

\nenkw ... wit:, tis chiltren KW'1 •• 1 rlo 'md l'l !.lei. 

\W3. 1\ a; i dip' It ,oenk 
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. fter his death , BaKano "ent to penkwa to 

collect the corose for burial at chimota, but 

K1 ",ku Fio refused to -.;lve the corpse to Bakano . 

He buried his fatoor at oenkwa . Bakano never­

theless went back home and oerfom.ed the funeral 

rites of \wa Kwami at cllimota . 

This narrative of too settlement at c:1imota 

was given by "Regent" Nii Yafet Kwaku but Sordjiah 

Kwaku of \chimota vi lla.;e , who was born and bred 

there seventy- six years now, gave an account of 

the history of settlement which varies from that 

of Yafet Kwa,{u . 

His account was that, the first man to settle 

on \chirr.ota land Was called l·!unie K"ame. This man 

carr.e to \ccra as a r esul t of frequent waging of "War 

in the North. He left ccra for \bofu after all 

wars ted ceased and slave trade ted been abolished 

ano Europeans had fully settled in the country . He 

came fron \bofu to .i'ar near a road leam nc t'rom 

\ccra to Kwabenyam. He made a hut in which he took 

shelter when it rained . i\s he was a poultry farmer 

he s to "ped {;oing to bofu when his poultry grew to 

a considerable number. He therefore lived in the 

put and took care of his chickens. 

One fine mornin , he was washine; hi s fac e 

when l'e Saw a certain nan ping to Kwabenyam and 

ooth of t'1e ent er ed into an interest~60nversation. 

lmie K an." >:athered ttnt the man ~ho hai met U .. 

in too vi lla 'e T 3S no le S3 a oer 3) 11 tben the "bese 

mtse, l-", is to s 1", t'le "nief of the owner s of 

e 1 n' 1 t \,chi ,ot . dunie Kva Ie 3$k J t 1e " i f 

hos 1, e .s ii \r an w Ie th-er e co lid ,elo l 

to lC 1.1.J' :; 0 e ti tle Tot.e Lmd. • i ,r:a h 

n:l ..... t()O C' -10 So. He t00k ,unie 1\ do n to 

c'r to e orle e eo lp. ,., .Lso 

olc.o f 1 •. e orl e c ~e 



to l d bim the t there was a pol<erful ill- mannered 

f'etish in the bush of chimota but if I>l:unie chose 

he W:lS welcotr.e to 'Tlake his home there. If he '.as 

not afraid of this fetish or god .ho ki lled PEOple 

h06 e n;m.es become knol<n to hi". . l'lIunie Kwarne did 

not express any fear of this f earful god and to ld 

the Korlevle fa ily that he ,,;ould stay on the land. 

He was invited to corne to terms. 

The tern,s of a.;reenent were that he should 

sen:! the fa llo'.<in6 things to the family: One sheep, 

one 'Xl t of wine, a bot ole of gi n, an:! one head of 

1Dbacco. He sent tre thinss and he "as offered tne 

]art' to dwell on and carryon '·i th farminE>' gain 

he "as 3 sked to pay a yearl y tri bute of one basket 

of mi llet, one she ep 'llld a bottle of "ine, and, to 

the Gbese lantse, he "3S to give one sheep, thr ee 

logs of f'ir e -v ood' and a bOlotle of "ine. 

ftor Derforrr.in.; all cus torra ry rit es j,unie l\wame 

spttled a t the "lac e whic h is no'" \chirnota villa e. 

lany people came there to settle with him. . .:on.; 

t'le'Tl may be mentioned Ladtse- Kwaku, dr . Beletsere 

[a~arti ani sha!lti r,o;i . 

In fine , the lan:! of \c nmota "as 3cquired 

fro~ the dain Onar' loko family, ne3ded today by 

Dr. Fleindorf, throu h the Gbese -1antse. 

In consequence the settlers 01 ,cmmota villa e 

re.:;ard themselves and members of the Onormloko 

family or i<.orle'"e pecole as one fan ily and live 

7ith the 3.3 such. The to, n is no" over one [,undred 

Y"'lrs 01" ~ince its fotillda"t;.on. 

In these t1<O nar~atives, "e are "ive t·,o 

IU"allel stor~e" nei ler of ',hich crosses t,le 0 ler 

I'" 3.f'Y noi!1t, exceot 3.S to t.le ori -;in of tl-e "Jeo leo 

Tn 'f3 'At K" :lkl' s stor", \"3 1\ a i fa .ndec' e v11ia e 

unie K"ar. e found ed it c~ordin o ..)Or' j'; 

'1ku. o tl } or i"::'5 .:;, 61 to a(...,r e~ t t i 
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outcome of war that the first Grunshies settlers 

came down to the South . They were of the 3issala 

tribe . They found themselves serving as slaves 

in the South an:! ,",ben slavery was abolished, the,. 

looked for land to settle on and to farm . From 

this point the t,·o narratives differ in respect 

of how tre land •. as acquired . 

Owing to the custom of Ghanaians affecting 

land tenure, namely that a man cannot make USe of, 

or own, any oro oerty on any piece of land wi trout 

first acquiring it thr0llbh customary rites from 

the owners, the settlers he.d to take steps to 

strengthen their title. unie Kwame is shovm 

in the story to have performed rites or complied 

with conditions which made him a tenant of the 

land at c);imota. Hter this the village flourished 

frorr. a snJall hut built by the first slave settler. 

The inr,abitants Were at first mostly Grunshies ani 

sO~Je Gas ani Ewes. During the second world war 

Kwahus, H3.usas and \yigbes can.e and asked for lands 

to bui ld on or farm. Others leased the lands frot .. 

Nii Yafet ~.waku who becdme a re,;ent. S~ s\, .. \-.l-,. j<~.~og-
t hipt . f 

ii' HS £1" It taJJi 111 ¥:t&'S"'6:i ucaflet l8cs&!.e 

"PO] nt" Ed l~ s £'· ... or 3 90Ps"'dera b 'o lICO('ptj+-llti°ppJI1 

tli_l? lits, Bt shier a 0 t :ti lJ 0' 'st t ed. 

The hous es .. t chiillota are m3.de of S"i.S.l and SUo. 

corru,;at.ed iron shepts. Others are thatch roofed. 

A few modf>rn buildings of contrete are found alon", 

the main Nsawarn road to the e as t of t he vi llage • 

The main popula ti on of Grunshie" ani Da,;arti are 

farmers but groups of the vi llage pea ole J. ron. other 

tri bes do carpent ry, bricklayin~, black-s .. i t"" 

fi ttin and weaving. 



Tbe Anglican School at the Village 

It serves two purposes - (a) Church (b) School 
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ma j ori t y 0: tl-e youno er men fro m t he v i llage 

work at t l-e ,c ,d.n:ota ~ choo l an:! at tl-e Uni ver s i ty 

Co l lege , They ar e enga.,ed tl-ere mainl y a s s teward 

boys , cooks, washermen and watchmen . Some of tp~ 

"w e inhabitants of the vi llage who have other trades 

add fJ.rl inc to their occuoations . fter closin.:; at four 

0 ' clock they spend the la st hour s of the day ''''rking 

in their farms . 

FOri er l y , ,penKwa was tl-e only village nea r 

~cri :ota tmt had a school of its own . Some time 

a~ter tl-e foundation of chimota School , tl-e 

edLlc:ltions l and re l i.:ious fa cilities so abundantly 

availa ~le a t the new establ ishment sprea d to Ac'1imota 

iTilla 'e . One drs . Martha \kwei led this movement . 

3he 'ave z e st to, trn reli,,;ious and educational work. 

Tod3Y- , p3rtly throUC;h hor insoiration and efrorts 

ani the co - operation of the .wink, a flourisdin~ 

branc'o of the EnGlish Church Hission and a Primary 

School E'xis tin t~1e vi lla~" . ,.en.bers of t he Roman 

o 

,t'lolic C lurch usuaJ.1y a tend sE'rvic e at an old crapel 

c' i 0>' Jc.1001 co oound ao:' ot'ler "eno inations 

f1 0 to \ccra . >'-"- f:." ~, . r~ .... '7 

Fe.>v,;,v'<ls: T'oere are four "ain ribal ",rouos 

in the villa;e Dazarti, ,rusu, E",e, and ,\kan. The 

\ka co m';'ty is con,p'lY'ativel' sn ll:lt tne villa~". 

'he Da 8.rti , Ewe and Grunshi rib8.1 co r •• uni ties have 

eac a elis .inct dru .,in and dancinci roup. rLese 

dal'c; rouos are, I waS told, JOt s rictl:, 

e '~l s~" 0 t-o t e oar ti cular tribes, .er , L. least Dot 

0'" 11 "nn i.;1.1cin groups uS..Gl_ v 

I")e-' or llrin cero onies coTJl1ec" ,,-it» I)~rt., 

l.rril ~ , dea+ .. EY "",Y' orrr a1,0 .or pur e et'ter-

e.n ur~ 1 ')('\'1 Ii i tc -' )f!CWJ.....I.. 01 

est" occasions .like u'ris 1$, i ~tll .. avion of a. 

C 
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Tre E-we brouP oerform the traditional' gbadza' 

dance and anotrer dance rrainlv by youth called 

, gesaka ! The Dagartis likevlis e perform a tradi tiona 1 

dance in hie h tradi tioml flutes .uade fron: bamboo 

are used in the rr,usic . The lrunshi also perform a 

traditioual dance not much different from that of 

tre Dagarti except that they are acco .panied by 

a "orran soloist "ho shrieks out intermittently .• mst 

of the se Grlli.sr i aOO Da~arti have intermarried "i.th 

the Ga and have to a large extent been assimilated 

i1to Ja culture and therefore partici'"Jate fully in 

the Ja tradi tioml ceren.onies sue h as "Kpekple". 

SOC I L "E'!VIC 83 : 

(1) ~ - ThEre are t ... ~ fresh ... ater stand 

p' pes for the use a the whole village an:J its 

3 rrou'l:i l~ haml"ts. fhe p 'pulation served b;' 

tl ese two nipes is a lit tle above one thousand. 

T1P villl ers exoress dissatisflction "ith the 

&E'sert situation. They feel t"at uc .. inconvenience 

is occasion€' by the inadequacy of the stand pipes. 

r "" rave take 1 up ,he natter thr uo'l their Cour,ci llor 

(1·lI'. laclean) ~ tre ,ccra lw1ic ipal (;Olli1ci 1. It 

cert3inJ. ~ is tr t:> case t 18.t. durin) "'Os part of tne 

da" ala", qu€'ue wai ts to ~ et, h • ater fro one or 
olf....(.l'" 

~r 0 the t"o scand pipes in the villa e. Tne 

nerfect solution ill of course be to let eacn 

ouseho~i .ave a water t:m in the house. Failin' 

~ra t 'l. 1 i lCre'l.Se . '1 he l'illlber 01 S,,~'1 i oipes spens 

called for. It sLodd be notei, .o"ever, that 1>aitir, 

-ver is 

C',...·.11 0 asicr~. It ).,,""S vil ... e ... ,3 

to ex" .an e re~ -. 0 t.l J..J. 111 

"Ie' of t 

arrn' of 

for 1: 

of 1. 0"'" o't"er. "'le v .... l.J..,;"o T"s--..l_ t 
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demands have been turned down because the 

buildings are poorly made - many of then with 

thatched roofs . s. ..... ..; '\", '30 I" 7"", .. " 

Sanitation : There are no public latrines, Individuals 

ave to ar~lge in ",roues or by house!101d to Il.ake 

urovi s:i. on for ther..selv es. Th., res lIt of this is that 

thf' outskirts of tne vi lla;f? a re very unheal tby, in 

fact positively polluted with night soil carelessly 

dbppose1of . Refus e is Similarly carelessly disposed 

or as there are no soecial incinerators or any public 

arran'e<Lents for disposal of refuse. 

"edic ~l .oer'ice: Tne village does not boast of a 

h'3pelSClrV nor 01 any tyoe of reGular medical service) 

po» lIe .uve to bO to .ccra for n,edicll needs. The 

clstmce is seven miles. Considering the breat distmces 

in la litants of son.e other towns and vi llabes in this 

country laYe to come for any medical serVice, this 

li,'.l.ce of seVen il r s \)etween the villabe and Accra 
lU. 

i l If?ar eno h, altholl6h ~ could be brouJht nf'arer. 

}l"o thf'ir r}, ili~s, .ire allo'~ed to attend tile 

co 'Ie -€ IOSJit.l :,al1-a-iOile up the I.ill.. 

Fostal ;3 rvice: 'here is 10 postal SFrvic e. Tue 

n, re",t DOSt of ice is Cit th" och001 corr.pound. flere 

a U nJ! thf> Colle -e .'or kf'rs us e t he Co lIe e Post 0 fic e. 

\ oar T fro I tha' the jenet'"l Pont Cf ic e "t <c' r' , i~ 

1"nt: ( or '..i._l.! to ..... ~lfor ~ti on r~c 'iv ~ i, rent u 

TClmt.v,rylro lO/-to /- r roo 

Cul.Le e 

o t of 't o rker bachlllo, " 1e 

tc 1,1 " ro m ':. If Doi I 0 v i 

t- 1 r r...J.U:s \' ic .i the wCul I l,V to ) ~r id -l,Crr..l. 

o lO~ th l~ c lr) rolle e 

., h. lr' r 11 3t "1J" S 

1 ,.. , . ,} .. C ..... ,.L.,l 



THE VILLAGE MARKET 
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appartments , the ~O/ - to 25/- tytJe of rooms . These 

vary fro," 9 ' by 12 ' to 12' by 15' . 

3.rk "t: The marke t vas bui lt in 1';40 ' s by the 

Iccr,. To"n Council but no' rates "ere craroed because 

the rna rke t was Door ano business "as not brisk . lOst 

neeDle do their shopDing in cera. pa.rt from 

butc:!ers ""0 are men, the market is "omen ' s affair . 

The butchers have a headman but no unions, as they 

are so few . The meat they sell comes from ccra 

and is inspected befere sale at the village_ I f 

they slaught er any animal for the market they have 

to get i t inspected before sal e . Meat pr-ices and 

pri ces for other good s are equivalent to ccra 

Drices . Scales are used to "'ei~h till neat . There 

are alto "etlllr four butchers and about ten "",men 

en a -ed in sellin~ at the market. Market .;oods 

include local ve~ tables, Deper, onions, tonlatoes, 

an: innorted tinned ,""ants . The usual variety and 

qantit"of oodsco ton, Pr-lits, etc f)undin 

\ccra m3rkets are not on rlisDlay. The 10adstll1.s 

snld tere '!},""'e 'Jroll~ht ""ror. uo country" e. o ' sar ~nkese} 

~03.1t r, Suhur . 

tly local sLmd3.rds, l.c"irrot" vill",e is a brisk 

b, e. Its e luc AU. or,,,l and r eli .;Lous 

t-ocilitie - its t i,l 5 o. the ind and soirit -

o ",rur i ~'3 pI ysic3.1 ~n 

..., tug, 1",' 0 _ S e s to r t:> _ lee + t dE' co (1... .. ti 0 lS vI 18 

e 
, 

1 .... ('r1 We livp. The e 111..ls":'5 is not on hi jlPr 

Si 11' r 1 u, or, exal tee! ide:l~ o. t .. ..;.r Kif! 

\c>U ot 1 1. er 13. e iE ':'r 0 ple c '00 COUl ciLLO" 

'J t 1 Co ill >3.~ Co II ell sit!:) \o;..J. ....... ••• 5 

C 110 u- i ,0 mc~ 1 .LPS ro t~lE' 

c<! t -... .:::> 01 .i .r t e ill e. T I iisc - r e~ 

:;c 0018, n A 1. p "PE' i e, 

t ti c~. C : X'")2 c .... t 

1 0 Vo 0 e' fro " 



election t o another . The question that remains 

ans wered here as it remains unanswer ed in most 

villages in the countryside is : What is the 

individU9.1 getting out of his community? To 

whorr is he irrlll!edia tely resoonsible and who is 

responsible to him for his material as well as 

his social wellbeing ! 
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The Village grove where the god - AtJi1mota 

is situated. 

PREPARATION FOR S LAR FES,IV AL 



RELI j IOr- ~ND FSSTDJ\L3. 

The Villa 5e Pri estess. The chief object of worsbp 

is the chief's stool ani a young pri estess is in 

char e of all ceremonies and ritlBls. 

The Dresent oriestess has been chosen accordino 

to Dractice f r om one of the village fru,ulies urxler 

the direction of tt,,, stool god. Like her predecessors, 

she ~~s sent for trainino after mr selection to 

'mother village . In her case it >Ias Ofankor , nine 

miles a w:3.Y from !\ccra on the ,ccra - Nsa"am road. 

There she >.as aporenticed to a c~.ief priest .ho 

ins tructed her in "the trick of the trade", for t .. ree 

vears. It co sts quit e a lot to be trained a priest 

ar oriestess under the tutelage of t ris c:nef priestss. 

In che C3se of ;the Villa -,e oriestess, sbe had to Day 

m ,dnJ.ssion fee of £) . \not:.er ~40 "3S required 

to cover the cost 0':- drinks fowls and soats to be 

iVeD to the Driest . \ subsistence fee of ~4 waS also 

crar ed. ter the trainin and before she \,.:1S 

relea ,fd to return to 'ler village, a qualifying fee 

of' -15C 'Bd to be p~icl to the clnef priest and all 

th~se P '1e'lC es were me t by the chi f ·'l,e' peoDle 

of t>e Dr:'.estess . 

T~fl' Driestess is aTJ ir:;·'ort3l1t ""ers:>n irl ~he 

vilb e. She is also 1 0 "'sici:3.D 3nd a D.ro "he tess . 

r er 10<' al c liB'lts Day l1er 9'.al.c fees T~hen "he v 

co "J lIt ,1 r but S r'lr..t( PrS Hake lar e n P l €1 t.S. \ , 

"~F' close o. tre "'e71r, ").le r t3 .. .1\-1 €I' 3 Cl~('IlJlts to th 

C'if IrJ iselders~osrdretF ""~t -Ji- r· 

ThE S\L\h,:3. V\~. 

~s 

t.le SlL' r i is celet 

...... ic r. 

a1 c 1 9( '10t"1::"i' 



articles are carried to the grove Ihere 'at( iilllota ' 

is st:p"osed to live . C; ........ ;:i d· 3,>-, 

A linguist slaughters one of the fowls . He 

makes a deep insertion in the throat and throws 

the fowl to the ground. The fowl struggles until 

it di e s. I f it falls finally 'Vith its tmder part 

facing skyward it means the god approves of the 

sacri~ice and the celebration of the festival. It 

also means prospe rity for the people in the succeee-

ing year . But if the back of the fowl faces up-

'lards then the festival cannot be observed l.mtil 

the priestess has consulted her oracle to find the 

cause and has performed the necessary rites to 

pacify. the god as custom demands. When the god 

is thus paci~ied the remaing fowl and the goat 

~re ~130 "illed. Their entrails are given to the 

od E.l"1 he :neat is share1 among the el ers. The 

l'O<1 ' f0toli' is e~ en bJ all present at the grove. 

After the sacrifice h8s been ~ade, the a<1herents 

ard t eir riestess "eturn to he villa!'e amid shouts 

'f lancer" end merry>nakers as lell 'is the booming of 

TI ing. Sala is q festival ,·or all, 1:, th young 

a~ Id. 
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COMPARISON 

THE SCHOOL 

THE VILLAG E 



J " ...... 

Comparison ci: Co. munity life ~n the V~llage and 
tre 3chool am the differences in the develop­
ment of voung ')ooole. 

One of the tld.ngs whier s'orike a visitor 

to an un" er developed co untry soc h as ours is 

the vast contrast re sees everyw.!ere in the 

F!)Oer:!l way of life of tre educ:ltec' and uneduca-

ted . The School am the Village orovide such 

contrast . The Schoo 1 is the temporary bome of 

rany teachers ani many students whereas tre 

iTillage has a pODulation predominantly illiterate. 

The contrast is shown in "any aspects of 

life of the peo')le . <;. ....... "J-' J+' - b . 

~avoctt ci: the Jillase: The Village buildings 

,rF! n .. rie ci: swish am roo~ed with thatch and iron 

'lhF! e ts . The narr ow unt.arred stre ets have no 

drai'1s to ,,"void dust ani mud , The empty spaces 

:lrl? over-'Town with bushes littered with emoty 

bottles, tins sts nant water. Buildin~s at tne 

3chool are of brick am block made arid roofed 

·.ith iro':) S,}e ets or sla tes. The roo uS are we~l 

venti ~,ted as "ell as ad~uatel \. furnished. The 

s~reets are tarred wit,} c1eeo drains on eithor 

sic'e 'In ~ lan)(ed wit.! trees anc' flowers. rhe 

0(':\ recr estion ~ro uncts. 

He31t1 ,F!rvices: Tl", Local Gov rnn.ent has not 

'1'"0 i ed tl,e vi lla gers ... i tL hpal t.. s e vic es, "lor 1S 

en I.e to c. U!3te trerr on 1 ~ene and sanitaviol1. 

"h It is t. ,t t, E' 'ill~ ers live H gcject 

Jl '.or .hcr -enders t e li lE to ~ise"ses. 

I t e ~c"ool there is cdl'it,l "" cater for 

.e it .:. '1L.."')..i..ls al""P e iuc 3. te 1'1 1 ~ ~ene ani 

~n v~ ir envir0nment~. It i<::i p.l.("lsi to the si " 

~ .... iv':" 1...., i 1 tt 8.1.. .. 
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spaci ous clean and airy houses , sleepi ng in their 

well ventilated and ;"ell equipped classrooms . No 

l'Ion der they make so '!lUch prog:r-ess in bodI ly growth 

and mental develop ent . 

In the village polygamy iq co~only Jractised 

II 

whereas in e s cho 1 he 'estern pattern of mRrriage 

is the rule fer the Te"ch?rs; and the school boy 

leaves tt.e sc1.o01 'Ii th the i dea of leading a monogamous 

li.:."e . 

Leisure : The vil]a~es especial'y \'Iomen and girls 

ir I' ~ e ir idle ~alk , ossi in-which occasionally 

eVA or i 00 ~arrels . They spend some time on tne 

e (f"ampe ". The boys will often be found playing 

(tball, draughts or cards . ];any parents incidentally 

fro n .:Ion the game of cards as it is the ~irst ster 

on the r oad to gambling . In the school, leisure is 

r~ 1 ted ~tr the ~lterior mctive of pronotinr. both 

lysic 1 qnd mental lcvelopment of the child . Activities 

'lre nett,all , ten lis , (lawn and table) swim'lling, hockey, 

or ~ et , f otball, rea in~, usic, dra~a and o~her 

~~terestin ~ctivities . 

'Phe ty icnl ' scroll boy ' acq ires .oral -isci ­

l~n in a be - rdin seh (1 le~e t:.8 1'> c r un" 
c n'lictin cultures represented in the "evere ~ 

ems r]; ternal 'j' .ci.:inF! does n t exist. e 

e 0 eve .... o s rong c lrqcter, per~ever-=t ('\e, 

anI t,:ond gane:r;al cOlltct. rte 

e c tac ~ eJ.... een u il~ no <:letex f ......a.lfp .... 

r .... .; C""l"l,S i q ? ~ ~ t"le + C e 

t, c E' <U1 ri r vil1 he en ec ~d r~ 

en "-as e t e e~.f. 'Ie s ro c+ 
. 

'eo. e , 
co" rt tI'li .i sc 

viC'" rn . e tn' e e 1.8.\ our is 

. 1 L e 0 _I '" ~ 001 oy 



3ne f.' .. t 

il 1 e 

fl' 

i 1 

e 'Crt t 

ti~ 

,he p cel"t-tel~p " 

1 e ckir 

nt 

t rf: t, 

I th 

~l u I-te~ch~r 

'€ fore f t ere 

t U iT' 1 ll"e 'lTd 9 S1.1y le'd p n to deln ,encj, 

r' e uOj 'rl.S ~o tlne or oI~ortunlty for e tra-cul-ricul"l 

• IlT), "runa ana other op )ortuni ties to bro'lden hi 1 

,e lectt..-, C Itloole 

AT e~s: It i not 'll~o ~ther 1 pOA~ible to 

(' 'lcr s '1 OC 1 nu uured l" 1 vell-l: 'ed villa, b){ 

,,] . ;enerally, ho ever, the unsjs+empti "a 
c. line iven to viII e:e chi 1 iren )rod, ce 

nr t-too-good- anner~. llii" is true 0 f Chi ldren in 

this vill'll'e. A few of them show GO' d m'lJU'er8 but 

the reater proportion 'lre ill-mRnnered. The reenect 

thej how to tr eir 1enj or lnnves much to be lenire~. 

r"ten ylU will hear ,c>me nalcin~ a liber" I u e of 

fCul worns and seme of thoir joke n p lurid nl 

1+ f0r gentle ears. 

In the school the si tu tic n . the (" r 

e • c 

j( 1'i, 

t' 't f-

'T • 



ef'f 

's 

• e sees ir 

e all .e 

rh 01 f 

oc e~es U.lle ctl.vi ties 

i II C :.'l e vi -1 b'2 .. roit: c.f;; .SCI: a c''lance 

ing a + an ear\l ~ e a ... ~ t ereby t _ rr y 

11 i"i(l _'i.e ,i self the oment 1e acts . T'nere 

i, l~tt~e C1ance P or the sctool boy to learn bJ 

d ~ b"ca se i ~ is di .p~icul t for' c 1ildren at 

'0 any thin. ')U t Ii' ten <J.r1d abs rb "lila t 

+ ~l r ~s ~reLare ~or t e. ~he school 

A 0 

cts 1'e deal+ 'i.h i~ sses ~ni ""ot ::is 

"1 ~ s . The viI lase ~ y leprns thro'gh the 

converse ani! constitc.ticn of the family. 

j)i ing in "he daily conversatilns.and 

ets .abits of indus ry order and re' ard for the 

ri ~ and i'eas of other-so 



c ~ IT C L U S ION 

E .:ORE USEFlL 
III ]'fIE 920 th 

Tf8 enviornuent in nioD a child 6rows affects his 

be.1aviaur, cuI terre ar,d autla k in life . It i s 

evid13.- t t a child 'Iho has been ,rained in 

Ae imata Seiool inS been iven the oppDrtunity of 

livi~' in a 600d environment. dis education has 

boen Ii eral, he has been led to understand how 

to 1e ermine values by his very training. This 

,0 'eve lop the ability to adapt himself 

e _ II to nel situations. 

,ati e intelligence TCWS 'Ihen it is cultivated 

In an environment where it is constantly brought into 

pIa. 7ne child who has been trained in a predo Cli-

nantl/ rural enVil'on.llent has what is Good in his 

s lrrouniJinb but 1e Ipcs thFlt "Ihich is obtained 

rOT lar er com.rehensions and s~stematic education. 

e s [ limited outlook on liDe and this laces him 

isa:lvFlnta e comnared lith his counterpart .orom 

'-he ublic School. 

~he resent socia: and econnmic structure 0~ 

h n is chengin rapilly. It i8 t refere the ~cy 

easil,/ -to 1 lese 

s· eh r 'i", con'i 'ions, (t',e bo· h i", 'to' 0 to 

a" 

~ ..:.. 1 h orl 1 s 0 i '110 -e goe d 

e' e se~ 1 e er G 

centur T t is case, I 

e.=n r;! d i 

1 e. 

/ 
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TI~ ~= ;PEllA ~"S C' A 

Hip;hest ~onthl'y "'Taximum "emnera ture in Fahrenheit. 

J:tj. , Feb. , '~rch Aprb1 Hay J1.me 
95 97° 95° 96 93° 92° 

J \s A"g' , Sept. , ct. , Nov. , Dec . , 
38 8e 91° 01° 92° 94° 

~£'!~~!' ~£!!!'!:.!;z: .:~ .ximum .::~~E~!:~~!:~!. 

Jan. , "ebruary ~'I'arch Apri 1 -~g June 
0° 81° 8 ~o 31° 78 76° 

Julg Augu"lt Sei't. , (ct. , f,ov. , Dec. , 
76 74° 77° 75° 80° 78° 

lIigheat J inimum TemEera ture 

Jar •. , '~). , "arch A.,ril. ';at'S June 
"7° 7,)0 7 ° 82° 73 77° 

J ''/ Au., 3e!t., Cct., Nov., Dec., 

==l=======l~~=====l~~=====l~~==========l~~======ll~======== 

Le> e .:£!:!!!:!;z: :.~!!!~~ .2!:.~E!:.r!!;!!:~!:. 

Jan. , er. , 1ar. , AoriJ r:ay Jc.ne 
61 C,7° 6~0 6go 67° 

Ju A1.1.8" , 3er t. , C ct. , Nov., Dec. , 
64 4 65° 68° 67° 63° 

~ 

10 c 1 I.-FALl A D , t . ' _-All 1A[S • 

_'_1. _e_ ---.L:. !.t:£, ~ JlJl. ~ ~ ~ 

In 1· ".., "·~7 1·40 ". 4- 7·1(1 • c("\ 0·5 . ~o 
Uy l. 10 1 1 '7 

0 eo. 
'·3 .5 0 

4 2 

80 0(10 R 
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POP U L A T ION 

l'HIS table ShO'.7S 1948 census of Abofu and _chimota 

rillal"e and 

by 17"' -
estimated present population increased 

T otal !ale F A enale dul t !,!ale Adult T.'emale 

Ab a "'v 114 59 55 36 31 
Achl.ll va 1408 897 511 610 297 

1522 '156 566 646 328 

Nl ber f Houses 109 

wb8r f ~C oms 206 

Persons per 101 se 9-1 

ersons Ier Roo _ = 3-8 

e1 Present , ccupation increased by 17;' 

r0tal I ale Female Adult Female AdULt ~!ale 

1-22 9~6 566 646 328 
2~::j 163 96 110 56 

1,781 1,11Q 662 756 484 
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A SCHEME OF VlORK FOR MIDDLE FORM ONE 

Subject 

A study of development from a V~llage 
life to a mm r e advanced commu~ ty s e t 

up as Achimota school 

There are 12 weeks in a School term with 5 per iods of 

35 minutes each week making a total of 175 minu t e s per week. 

I would arrange it in the following way: 

4 periods in one afternoon - Wedne sday . 

The remaining period will be on Friday morning. 

1st Week 

To study the Social Amenities of Achi mota Village by 

3 groups and the 4th group to make a sketch map of the village. 

Children will be divided into four groups of 10 pupils each . 

Group A will make a ske'tch map of the village. 

Groups B, C, D will study the social amenities there. 

1 period on Friday - Teacher will collect children's data and 

discuss them. 

2nd Week 

4 periods, Wednesday afternoon. 

Teacher will draw the outline map of the Village on the 

blackboard and ask children to insert in the various places 

of interest - the lanes, school, market, weavers' centre, the 

chief's house , the bus stop and a few shops at the junction. 

There will be a discussion about children's study in the 

1st week. The cost of articles in the market; where things 

are brought from - dependence of the people of the village on 

the larger community of the country and the world. Compare 

exports and imports of the village market. 

5th period. Let chilcren copy the map into their books and 

then prepare a chart on the market. 

Discussion of the following week's work. 

3rd ,leek 

Children will study the Govern ent of town, the 

occupation of the people, the chief and his duties including 
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installation of a chief. 

4 Eeriods: Vis~ ts by 4 grpups. 

Group A & D will visit the Chief to collect data· 

B will vis~ t the weaving centre· 

C will visit the chief farmer. 

Group C will study the var ious implements used for farming 

in the village and whether modern methods are used on farming. 

5th Period. Collection of data and group discussion of' them. 

4th Week. 

4 Eeriods: Children will prepare charts under the guidance of 

the teacher. The charts will show the different occupations 

of the village and the var~ous materials used for the 

occupations. 

Discussion on the chief and his responsibilities, rites 

and privtleges . 

5th Period: Teacher will help children to dramatize the 

installation of a chief. 

Home work. There will be wri t"ten e"e.L'<':~"CS. 

A Study on Achimota School 

5th Week. 

Note : This lesson will be taken on two separate days 

as follows: 

1. A double period on Wednesaay afternoon. 

2 . A douAle period on Friday morning. 

Topic on Wednesday - The effect of the 2nd World War on the 

School's activities. 

(a) The removal of the Girls ' School from the College to the 

School side. 

(b) Removal of the Lower Primary Classes to Agogo and fiAAlly 

to Aburi. 

(c) Class work ~ Set class exercise on the blackboard. 

Friday: First ten minutes will be used to discuss children'S 

writ,en exerci es for correction. 

(a) With the help of teacher chilaren will make maps of 

Ghana showinb where the Schools were removed to; 
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(b ) Time charts showing when these removals happened . 

-, 6th Week . 

Wednes day - The History of the School . 

(a ) Discuss why ~chimota Schoo l was found ed . 

(b) Discu ss the first Trium~rate of the school . 

(c) Class work - Children will answer questions from the 

blackboard for the i r written wo r k. 

Friday : Discussion of the work of the different Headmasters of 

the School . 

*C . Children's written exercises will be discussed for them 

to moke correct~ons. 

Children's practical wo r k - Preparation of time chart. 

7th Week. 

Social Activities of Achimota to be studied by groups . 

Visit - Children will visit Achimota School to find out 

details of the following societies: 

(i) Red Cross 

(ii) Girl Gui~and Boy Scout Movement 

(iii) Cadet Cmmpany 

(iv) Founder ' s Day. 

5th Period. Dramatization of Founder's Day . 

8th Week: 

Plan of Achimota School inllud~ng Anumle. 

Visit . Children will be divided into three gey groupQ. 

1st Group: To survey Anumle. 

2nd 

3rd 

9th lVeek. 

To survey the araa from the main ~ate on the 

right towards the sports field including Clark, 

Slessor and Kingsley Houses. 

To survey the area 1;0' ards the left of the main 

gnte covering th~ Post Of!ice, the hospital and 

the dining hall. 

2 periods on Wednesday afternoon. 

(a) Work on the survey of the School 

Blackboard work. 



Teacher will draw the outl~e of the whole College on 

th e bl ackboard for the groups to inser t details . 

(b) Friday afternoon - 2 Periods . 

Childr en will copy work on the blackboard into thei r 

books . 

Written work - Children will write about the survey. 

lOth Week. 

Debate - Teacher will use one perlod 00 explain 

procedures in debate. 

Give them the topic to be },repared for the 2nd period . 

Children will choose speakers for the proposition group and 

opposi tion. 

2nd Period: Children will debate on the following topic 

",/e would like to become Achimota Village school products 

rather than become Achimota School products". 

11th "eek. 

(a) Revision of Term ' s work. 

(b) Children will complete charts, notes, and diagrams for 

a display in the 12th week. 

12th .Veek . 

Children will display their work for exhibition. 

Last Period - Test and ~~~ Discussion. 

Conclusion. 

It is often observed that when children qre asked to 

reproduce the work of somebody else they do not at.ach any 

interest to it. More-over mere reproduction through tracing 

of maps does not help children's reasoning powers to find out 

the why and how 01 sketches in maps. 

For this local s~dy, children wil' have much practical 

work to do with maps, time charts and drawings. If children 

begin from making their own sketch maps, they will develop 

some interest in it because it is connected with tneir own 

personal survey 01 their locality. They will also acquire 

skill in the productlon of maps and diagrams and understsnd 



what tney do better. 

The survey at the vil lage will present some difficulty. 

Children will have to sift out from legends and depend on tra­

ditional stories for their own information and it would not be 

an easy task trying to distinguish between what is true and 

what is merely legendary. But Children 's evidence about the 

village can form the basis of recorded history for the village. 
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