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f;H'?z;s survey of the two Achimotas - the School

-~

and the Village — each community will be examined
separately and then compared one with the other.

| The Village was the first to be established.
According to tradition it came into being some—
Hime in the nineteenth century. The school came
dinto existence in the first quarter of the twentieth
eentury, in 1925.

+The school owes its origin and continued
existence to education. Those who live there
are students, teachers, administrators and several
‘types of workers. It has a mixed population of
white and black, young and old. A large number of
these who, because of their occupation or career,
cannot be permanent settlers, leave the school at
one time another.

This uswvally takes place either at the end of

a course of study or at the end of one's service

at the school.

The settlement at the Village has a sombre
origin. The first settlers trace their settlement
to a fleeing race of Grunshies from the North. They
egecaped from slavery, or the menace of it. When
they were later freed from that affliction they
made Achimota their permanent home.

The early settlers took to ferming. As the
communi ty prospered other groups joined them. At
the present day the Village has the character of a
Ga community. It has a headman who is called
Onukpa or' Chief.

Achimota school also has & chief. But whereas
the chief at the village is elected by the leaders

of that community, chieftaincy at the school follows
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mhe,l;gg:of succession of Principals or Headmasfers.

'%Ghief" at the Scheol, whose autherity is

latively supreme, has no stool. The chief at
‘the Village, depends for his authority on the
advice of his elders. This is symbolished in
a Stool.
The principal inhabitants of Achimota school
¥ are gtudents and members of staff working towards
a common aim, but the inhabitants of the Village -
let_us call them "the Villagers' = have limited
interests and responsibilities. BEach group in
¥ ' the village community caters for its own welfare
but the groups share in the common idea of their
being common inhabitants of one village.

Not all the wvillagers are today Ffarmers; not
all are Grunshies and Gas and not all are traders
or pedlars. Butbt one or more of these groups are
to be found in the wvillage. They all live together
under the benign care of the chief and his elders.

A picture of a complete systém of mixed
activities meets the eye ag one inspects the

scene at the wvillage, but, all the same, life

.

goes on there according to a pattern - the pattern
that is found in most mixed communities in the
countryside of Ghana.

Earlier on, it was said that the authority
of the Chief of Achimota School was relatively
supreme. That statement is subject to a2 big
qualification. Quite apart from tﬁe Principal's
"ehiefship" there is a higher authority, a governing
bedy at Achimota School called the Achimota Council.
This is an autonomous bedy. That is to say it
governs itself and is not governed by any one else.

This autonomous body has been in existence since 1930.
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The Principal is not now a member of that body, but
he is charged by the Council to look after the sch’ool
as the chief administrative officer. Subject to
directions and corrections by the Council, the
Principal is supreme in authority at the School.

This structure of authority at the School
has remained unchanged for over a quarter of a
century.

It is otherwise with the village which has
passed through various types of government since
its foundation a hundred or more years ago. From
being alvillage of freed men it passed into a
community of farmers under a headman. It then
grew into shape as part of the Ga State under the
Ga Paramount Chief. It acquired a headman, and
then a chief with a stool. Quite recently it has
passed from the administration of the Ga Native
Authority into the hands of the Accra Municipal
Council. It is hoped that under this modern form
of govermment Achimota vi llage will enjoy some of
the modern amenities desired by an ealightened

communi ty.
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ACHIMOTA lies 05° 51'N according to Meteorological
Jgihﬂingé;‘and 13'W. It is seven miles north of

) *ﬁ&céﬁa along Nsawam road, in the BEastern Region of

 Ghena by the sea. The layout of Achimota School
and Village is quite simple. The land lies in an
earth—quake zone. The relief is gently undulating
rising to 200 feet above sea level.

The river Onyansia which flows past Legon and
Achimota Village and enters the FKorle ILagoon at
Acera, starts from the Akwapim hills. As it enters
Acecra, it is known as Odo. Near Achimota its course
is sluggish but, in 1930, Achimota students were set
to work on the river to improve its flow and thus
prevent the bre@ding of mosguitoes in 1it.

The diurnal pattern is complex with rain during
the first part of the nights in March, during the
latiter part of the nights in April and around dawn
and in ‘the late evenings in May. dJune is the wettest
month. The mornings are the wettest periods with the
late evening and early morning relatively dry. In
October rains are most fregquent around dawn (§¥lifﬁtib)'

The rainfall is terrential and totals about
30 inches a year. Sometimes as much as 4 inches
falls in a day. During the rainy season all the
valleys and drains sre filled., Sometimes the floods
are so heavy they cause destruction of bridges.

The general wind directions are west-south
westerly between November and March, and south
westerly during the rest of the year. There are
loecal variations., Surrounding Achimota on three
sides is a Forest reserve (see Mapi FodPd9). This
regerve was made for firewced. At the ssme time,

it serves ag an anti-erosion measure. The forest



gives more humidity.

Twe of the typical trees grown in the forest
are the Baobab with thick bark and Elaeophorbia
Drupifera with very thick leaves. See Fig. 3o

The soil is made up of organic and inorganic
substances. Material is removed frequently from
the top deposits of the hills to the valleys and
therefore the valleys contain transported sand
and clay. There is thus a regular movement of
sard and clay and & regular pattern or 'catena'
in the goil which is the same everywhere, depend-
ing on the relief.

There are termites also. They cease to be
active, and they make ant hills.

There is great mineral wealth on the land,
such as lategite, which contains some iron and
ig used for making road surfaces. Quartzite is
also obtained in plenty from several guarries. F%&L-
The guartzites are used mainly for building.

Pire-wood is obtainable from the forest
and is used extensively for cooking and for
charcoal .

The willages are surrounded with subsistence
farms where the cultivated products are tomatoes,
garden-eges, casseva, okroe, pepper and mairze.
The farms are found along the Dodowah and Nsawam

roads.



THE HISTORY OF ACHTMOTA SCHOOL

IN TH% year 1919, a Government Committee on Educa—
tion, with Mr. Eingdon as chairman, submitted a
recommendation that Government should construct

a gecondary school. The views of the Eingdon
Commi ttee, Tthough welcome, did not go far enough.

On the 20th of February 1920, another Educa-
tionists' Committee, more thoroughly representative
in nature than the first, submitted a recommendation
for %he construction of a secondary school and a
training college for teachers in the neighbourhood
of Accra.

A waterlesgs, uncultivated hill covered with
long grass and scrub near the yillage of Achimota
and about eight miles from Accra was the site
proposed. Upon inspection by the tnen Colonial
Secretary Mr. A.R. Slater, and the Directors of
Bducation and Public Works, the site on which the
school now stands wgs approved. During the year
a road was built from the main road at Achimota
Villege to the present entrance gate. In 1922,
Major J.W. Skipper a Cambridge Architect, sub-
mitted a general design for the lay-out.

On 5th March 1924, the foundation stone was
laid by the Governor Sir Gordon Guggisbersg,; in the
pregence of a large gathering and one that completely
represented all sections of the population of the
Gold Coast (as this country was then called). The
estimated cost was £250,000.

In October 1924, the construction of Achimota
School was begun by Messrs Thompson Moir and Gallo-
way. During that same year and month, Rev. Alec G.
Frager, M.A., arrived in the country as the first

ad
a

Prineipal bringing with him a general scheme ba



on his wide knowledge and experience of educational
requirements. In April 1925, Achimota school
became the Prince of Wales School and the Prince
of Walse College when his Royal Highness unveiled
the tablet beside the main entrance fo the
Administration block to commemorate his visit
and to authorize the use of the title. September
of the same year saw the progress of work retarded
by the resignation of the contractors. The Public
Woxks Department took over mnder Mr., P. Hall, Chief
Resident Engineer, who rapidly increased the rate
of progress as each month passed.

In March 1926, a number of staff quarters
were completed and occupied. During that same
year the new College building was ready and
congigted onl& of the teacher training classes,
which had been formed by the transfer of the
classes from Government Training College Accra.
In November, sufficient buildings were completed
to enable a Kindergarten section fo open in January
1927 and for a second dormitory for 60 primary
gsehool pupils to open in April. 1In 1929 Upper
Primary, Secondary and University classes were
algso opened. Thus from 1930 there was at the
Prince of Wales College, a complete educational
ladder from the Kindergarten to the intermediate
clagses with teacher training for both boys and
girls. The total cost estimated at this point was
£607,539. The formal opening. took place in the
presence of a distinguished and representative

gathering.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE SCHOOL 5
ACHIMOTA School was divided into Prince of Wales

College and Prince of Wales School both within an
iron fence with a hospital between them. Both
érounds are oval shaped.

The grounds: The grounds, four square miles
in area, were acquired by Govermment to afford
ample gpace for future exiensions of school and
college. Some important areas within the school
and college fence were cleared of bush and planted
with lawn grass. Roses and Bourgain-villeas were
planted to screen round gome areas; royal palms
planted in the avenues. Other trees, such as
neem trees, were also planted. 51&—?&2“2‘“E5

Among the staff gardening, where labour is
comperatively ‘cheap, was made a hobby. lany
members of staff living in bungalows and in
staff-houses spent money and considerable time
making bungalow gardens, There is a nursery
with a keen nursery man in charge. There used
to bé a great demend for seeds from all parts of
the country. New plants and new species were
satigfactorily introduced from France, Peranderiya
gardens from Ceylon.

The grounds have been maintained by labourers
who used tractor and gang mowers. Avenues of one
kind or the other have added beauty to the general

gsetting of Achimota School grounds. Sew Fﬁ G-

THE SCHOOL AND THE COLLEGE

THE term "Achimota School" is generally applied to
two district institutions: The School proper and
the College.
The School: The Prince of Wales' School consisted

of a Kindergarten for boys and girls between the ages



From left to right are: James Kwansah,
Kwemi Hagan, Dr. Aggrey, Atakora Mensah,

Yaw Gyamfi alias Agyeman Prempeh, Mrs. Fanny
Ballard, Charles Acquah, and Kofi Asante.




of five and‘six, a Lower Primary school for boys‘
and girls up to the age of eight, and an Upper
Primary School for girls only.

The College: As distinet from the School,
the College compriged four departments: the
Middle School or Upper Primary (formerly Standards
IV to VII) the Secondary School leading to the
Cambridge School Certificate and Matriculation,
and the Teacher Training School leading to the
Director of Bducation's Teaching Certificate,

The fourth department was a Commercial course leading

to the London Chamber of Commerce School Certificate.

THE EINDERGARTEN AND LOWER PRIMARY

IN January 1926, the Eindergarten section of the

School was started with only six boys celebrated

as the foundation scholars. Below is a list of them:
Sea alge F:}.G. Page ¢

1. Kwame Hagan: He is a Fanti from Cape Coast
who was brought to the school by lawyer Brew.

2. James Kwansa - also a Fanti from Cape Coast.

3. Atakora Mensah - (now dead), a son of the
then Queen mother of Mampong-Ashanti.

4, Kofi Asante - He is the son of Nana Ofori
Atta I, from Kibi.

5. Charles Acquaah - a relative of late
Rev. Gabriel Acguaah.

6. Yaw Gyamfi from Kumasi - He died in Achimota
School during the course of his education.
Gyamfi House was named after him.
The Kindergarten was mothered in Fraser House
and supervised by various mistresses of whom the
begt known was Miss Armstrons. In 1938, Miss George
now Mrs. Marshall was succeeded by Miss Beloe in the
house and Miss Gbedema in the classroom. IMiss George
built a Kindergarten ZooRand the children became

familiar with duicker and deer, guinea pigs,

rabbits, donkeys, goats and cockered.
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In 1940, there was @ re—orgenisation of classes.

‘Durine the Second Werld War (1939-1945), the

‘Rindergerten and Lower Primery had to zive up

f:héilt_é" i‘ivﬁéng gquarters and class rooms for E\ﬁlitary

r temporary buildings. They erected
ewi;gh Ert:s, te- take the pl;me of the permansnt $% “'}7

classm ms taken over by the Army. Dumng the

t,hir; ‘@s_e:;m, 1940, the Iower Primary Girls were
removed te Agogo Girls Schol under Wiss Cocke.
They pemained there!from September 1940 to the
end of 1941. The Kindergarten was still at
Achimota in the Vice Principal's bungalow and
they later moved dnto a wooden house.

I,n,' 1942, it was decided to move the whole
of Ji'sws&:- Pri—maziy and Kindergarten up to the
gaz:ﬂéjk éf Abvri where the Governor's Rest
Hou.aé ua%’ e ex~Agricul‘tmral Department
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| The Temporary Residence - Aburi.




‘w‘g]{s@ﬁeﬁ- teo elese the schoel at Aburi altogether.

At the end of the third term in 1944, the School

ged. Some of the children returned to
~eontinue in the college.

-

,IHE GOLIEGE CIASSES.

. IN the fi‘i-is:?k ﬁaragrap—h about the School and College
I explained how the Erince of Wales' College now
baeeﬂnda;y échool was divided into four departments.
In addition there were a few students who were
’ﬁak:mg gpecial courses. In 1937, classes ran up

to 5.6. Students were admitted to S. 3 from the

@hi‘mota Middle School and alse from outside
séhc,.ols.. This set-up was centinued until the end
vf(‘)'f 1939 i 1940, when the system was re-orsanised
ypuwpilé from Achimeta Middle IV or Upper Primai'y
foxi’:;- were };I_'ought into the Secondary School as
S.1 and those frem outside were admitted into
5.2. The Bchool Certificate Examination was then
taken in S. 5, and eventually S6 was abolished,
Pnst Secondary classes grew from the secondary
fa&ehool and by 1930 two candidates were being
‘gwémred‘ for the Londen Intermediate Arts and

B@M&e Exasmnat:mna. The college was in a



“the eollege itself

Ly ene schmlarshlp tenable for three

Bri §ﬁ‘ﬁh&vﬁmﬁity
-thr_gam; In 1949, fer the first time, a

ool Certificate Examinations. The Secondary

classes wéré'eilérgéd so that more pupils comld
beffraiﬁeqi Now Achimote sends outb students with
Highar Seﬁoal‘Certifieate yearly snd they are well
éqﬁippé&'to proceed straisht to the University.
s In 1948, the Teacher Trzining Section was
iiEL'  removed entively to Kumasi College of Technology
i and Achimota or Prince of Wales' College and
School became the present Achimota School.

Teacher Training: Up to 1944, a four—year

course of Teacher Training was provided for students
who pasged the seventh standard examinstion. The
:ﬂiééhET training students were of equal status to
gecondary sgchool students. They li?ed with them

in the same houses and were subject to the same

diseipline. Students did two years academic work

time it was not possible for them to specialise,
and every student was expected te be able to teach
in any class from Infants I to Standard Seven.

later it was realised that students were less
academically equipped and therefore more time was
needed for an adeguate academic . background. It was
then deecided by the Council to abolish the four-year

gs and two years practical and method work. At that

|

I

k
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!
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ﬁ course and replace it by a2 two year course open only

0 to students who had taken the school certificate

examination. This change was carried out in 1946.

et n
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- School Practice and Method: In the first yeer,
all the students pfactised teaching in every kind
‘of elassj; in the sec&nd year, they were allowed to
specialise either ag Senior School Teachers (now
Widdle clagses) or as Infant Junior (now Lower

and Upper Primary) teachers. In the second ysar

go far as the linguistic situation allowed, the
students were placed in classes according to the
choice of specialization.

The College Post Secondary Department: In the

-

Ingpectors' Report of 1938, it was recommended that
this department of the College should be separated
from Secondary School. This recommendation could
not be carried out owing to the war and had to be
deferred until January 1947.

In 1938, “the number of gtudents studying for
Intermediate and degree courses was 31 whereas in
1947 application for admission from students who
had the London Univergity Standard qualification
of matriculation was 90. This considerable
increase arose from éhe fact that more students
had to obtain the matriculation exemption and
also students worked hard and improved tremendously.

Courges led to Intermediate Arts, the First
Medical examination, Intermediate Seience, Inter—
mediate and Degree Engineering. Inter Fconcmiecs was
inftroduced .in 1943 and Inter Commerce in 1944, The
majoerity of students doing science took Botany,
Zoology, Physics end Chemistry.

A herberium was built to contain the most
important group of biclogical materizl at Achimota.
Under the direction of Dr. Irvine, assisted by the
late Mr. John Scholes, & great variety of types

was collected, arranged end identified. Dr. Irvine




made a considerable collection of snakes and Figh

whieh were displayed in the zoology museum. IMiss

. Poote, the Botany lecturer, also made a good

colleetion of Marine Algae.

B.Sc. PBngineering: In 1938, the B.Sec.

Ingineering was reinstated by London Univefsity.
Surveying wes added to this course for which the
Public Works Department organised survey camps in
connection with a Volta River Bridge site, Asaman-—
kese water supply, army water supply scheme and
major improvements to Accra Surface Vater Drainage.
The Survey Department employed students who
had obtained B.Se. ineluding surveying in their
examination as senior civil servantsg. They had
three year practical training which normally
includes two years training in Great Britain.
After such practical training, old boys were
obtaining appointments in the following Govern-—
ment Departments:- Public Works, Civil and
Mechanical, the Electricity Department, the then
Gold Coast Railways, Post and Telegraphs, Town
and Country Planning and Broadcasting. The United
African Company 3-plywood Factory at Sapele in
Southern Nigeria also provided employment. The
Schools engineerihg course was subsidised by
Megsrs Tarquah and Aboso Mines Litd., Ashanti
Gold fields and Marlu Gold Mining areas in
scholarships, here and overseas. This opened
a succegsful avenue in the mining industry to
those students who had the character and ability
to pioneer it. Staffing in this course became
& difficult problem but Mr. R.P. Baffour, the
firat Engineering student, carried the course

through vatil 1945, when Mr. J.E, Taylor joined




the staff as well as Major T.C. Watkinsg who

returned from the army. Achimota School Couneil

¥ decided that all post secondary students including
“' those taking the Post Secondary Teacher Training
course should be separated and kept under a

. Warden.

b Houses: Students of Achimota School and

- College live in houses of four dormitories each.
Each House is built to confain sixty pupils with
steff qua;ters at each end of the block to house
the House-master and Assistance House-master. In
the case of the girls, the attached residences ard
occupied by a House Mistress and an Assistant House-
Mistress.

Nine houses altogether were built for the
boys and girls ‘in all the departments. They were
formerly named by numbers. Houses 1 to 9, but
subsequently re-named after enthusiastic and
generous men and women to commemorate their
contribution to Africa, education in Ghana and
eduecation in Achimota.

As far back as in 1931, the houses were
divided up into Junior and Senior Houseg and
gtudents settled with energy and enthusiasm and
set about egtablishing their traditions. Houses
spent their Saturday evenings listening in te
lectures and debates, enjoying plays stased by
individual houses and tribes. There has been a
Senior Prefect chosen yearly %o be responsible

for all the Houses, House Prefects and

Assistants. After the war - the army lefs.
This gave room for re-organisation of the

settlement.
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NAVES OF HOUSES AS UP TO 1958

For Boys

House 1 — Asorey: NHamed after Dr. Agerey
whose idea of co-operation, illustrated by the
use of both the black and white keys on the
keybeard to produce harmony, became the symbol
for Achimota Scheool and is found in the crest.
Dr. Aggrey was the first Vice Principal. He
started the college with Rev., Praser the first
Principal. Both men received the enthusiastic
support of the Governor and Founder, Sir Gordon
Guggisberg.

Houge 3. — Livingstione: Named after Dr. David

Livingstone. He was a liberator who explored the
Central, Bast and South Africa. He discovered a
great central'ﬁater course — the Upper Zambezi
River, River Ngami and ILake Nyansa. He helped

to stamp out the slave trade and finally died in

Africa.
House 5 = Imgard: This house was named after

Lord Tmgard - e distinguished Governor of Nigeria
who introduced 'indirect rule' into British West
Africa. [His voluntary exploration brought the
African Continent out of many shackles of oppre-
ssion.

House 6 — Cadbury: Named after Mr, William

Cadbury who has been generous in giving money for
gcholarships yearly in the school. It is an
appreciasble piece of phildmthrepy mnot for Achimota

alone but to Ghana. His recent gift to the school

is a £5,000 Gymassium to be built at the ear
convenient time,
House f = Gyamfi: This house was named after

one of the six pupils who started Achimota School



KINGSLEY HOUSE - GIRL'S DORMITORY

GYAMFI HOUSE - BOYS' DORMITORY
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and were therefore the foundation members of whe't
Achimo ta is today. Gyamfi died during his course
of study in the school.

House 9 — Guggisberg: Named after Sir Gordon

Guggisberg who was Governor of the Gold Coast
from 1919 to 1927. He is the most celebrated

of the triumvirate whose names are associated
with the glory of Achimota. These are Guggisberg,
FPraser and Aggrey. Sir Gordon's deep interest in
education in the Gold Coast and his application
of his energies and the resources of the country
to that interest laid the foundation for. the
great strides in progress witnessed by Ghana

during the last 25 years.

House 2 - Clark: This house which houses
girla only, was named after Miss. E.M, Colbatch
Clark, First headmistress of the school site in
the days when Achimota was divided into School
and College. She retired after a long service
during which she made a greet contribution to
the welfare of the girls.

House 4 — Slegsor: lNamed affer Mary Slessor

who was a missicnary in Calabar.

House 8 — Kinegsley: Named after Mary Kingsley

who did migssionary weork in Nigeria.
There have been yearly inter House matches

athletics and other gemes.

Frager, the first

atudent to pass

does not carry away with him a great Ersser

: :  Fuaes
impression of achieyvement.
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Solicq Brest mportanes to’ceussmng
: ctics from the very start. School games for
: 1‘bo-g]:s were run on ‘the House system with house-
masters mainly responsible for the coaching.
The late Mr. A.R.H. Joseph gave valuable help
in ericket and athletics. The following were
some of the members of staff in charge of
eoaehlng — Messrs P.D. Quartey Jnr. H C. Neill,
and C.P. Woodhouse who were in charge of ecricket
end Mr. H.J. Andrews in athletics. There were
E inter-house competitions which were held every
"‘ year in cricket, football, hockey, athletics,
volley-ball and cross country running. Apart
ﬁ from :mterhouse competitions, the school has
‘annual fixtures in football,cricket and hockey
. with schools in Cape Coast, Fumasi and Akropong.
g = At the present time, the number of schools that
{ take pert in the inter-college athletics meetings
‘has inecreassed by the addition of n‘ew schools such
aa Prempeh College, Opoku Ware and others. The
1 training colleges have left the group. During
thoge meetings Achimota boys developed a very
healthy competitive spirit which gained for them
execellent results in athletics at the inter-
college sports meetings in which between 1937
and 1947, Achimota won the Agsrey Shield seven
times out of nine.

Ittwas in one of those inter-ccllege sports
in a cross-country race that a young athletic
enthusiast, Elison Dogbatse, met his fate. He

=a _‘ wasg an Bwe student Ffrom Feta and 2 house-prefect
- of 'Gyamfi' who had completed his teacher—training

e course. He was just about to leave college when



‘he fook part in the cross country race. He had

.

been winning with ease. He was leading the team
in the race but twentf yards from the tape he
fell. He made two attempts to rise. A master
of his school went to him end whispered to him
that he had just twenty yards to go but the boy
in struggling said: "I can't, isn't it sad, isn't
it a disgrace? What will heappen to my College?!
With these words on his lipg he died. This incident
disqualified Achimota, giving the first place to
Wesley College. A member of Wesley suggested to
their master in charge of them that they should
give the cup which they had won to Achimota in
memory of Dogbatse, which they did. See Fig 10 «n
The girls play rounders, hockey and netball
and some attempt was made during the war to start
regular annual matches with other girls in the
country. They took part in athleties. In 19377
Achimota constructed more tennis courts for the
girls who readily started getting coaching in
tennis. In that same year a modern and well
equipped gymnasium was built. With the building
of the gymnasium, physical education came to f£ill

the place it deserved to hold in the life of school.

THE SOCIAL LIFE OF ACHINOTA SCHOOL.

FROM its very inception Achimota School has
been an interesting social community, paying
atitention to various types of orgenised activities.
Its 'elubs' and 'groups' have been many varied.

The chief of thege end one of the earliest
is the Red Cross Link, an organised local youth
hranch of the Red Cross Society. The 'Link' has

prospered with the years, but it has passed
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years 1937-1947. -

Of the various organised groups and clubs
jﬁg following may be mentioned. The Boys Club
at Acera, Games group at Achimota Village and
at Apenkwa, another village to the West of the
Achimota Accra Road, In addition to these are
the Agriculture group the Poultry group and the
Pioneer group. There are Dispensaries at Achimota
village, Anunmle and Dome. Visiting groups to
Korle Bu Hoapital and the Ieper Settlement are a
feature of the school's many-sided social activi-—
Tian: See Figs w amd 13
There is a school established for college
servants, meaning those in domestic service at the
School, and theia is also a group for Infant Wel-
fare. Iuch more wutilitarian in character are the
Sewing Group, the Tinplate group and the Eqntern
service group.

During the war there was a fall in the number
of activities. The main cause of this was the
shortage of staff and a rise in the cost of
materials. At the end of the period there were
only twelve sectiong but these included the most
essential branches of the school's social activities:
dispensaries, children's games, adult classes,
Sundey schools and hospital visiting. The member-
ghip consisted of two-thirds boys and girls and
the resf were members of sgtaff working in the
various groups.

Another resular feature of the Link was to
hold annual social service camps 2t places away
from Achimota. This long tradition was sbandoned

in later years. The object of these camps was Ho




‘ﬁﬁi %&rned ‘out to be some kind of improve-
} i
in the purity of their water supply. At

wisa and Bunso, students helped the villagers

= %f*eéns%ruct works which led to g&fh‘imgiovements.
At Teshie, the Preshyterian School was helped
 %afFuﬁId a dispensary shed. There was a request

from Anum to assist them in building a hygienic

tank for their water supply. Mr. Deakin in charge
of engineering led three of his engineering students
and other members of the Link to assist in carrying
out the project.

The society ran a daily dispensary in the town
which>pr&ved viry suceegsful. Members planted trees
an@ showed pictures of the life of our Lord and of
Red Cross work. Agricultural shows were organised
annually for villagers near Achimota.

Miss Sproat and her house-craft students
organised the Infant Welfare work in a most
efficient manner at Anunmle and Achimota Village.
She introduced a new and efficient system of child
bathing. This was a sreat attraction to methers
and children and contributed considerably to health
work in the villages. There was educational and
religious work at Achimota villege and Deme. At
Dome & church was built,

3

RED CROSS LINK AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR.

Not only were the activities of the link
affected during the war but also in management.
dErgatl: Mes PoE,. Joseten was the president. Butb

when he became the Secretary of the Junior Red Cross

3 of the entire country, the Achimota Hed Cross
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Dispensing in Achimota Village.



ger children have a service fbr

ﬁular-aﬁﬁ10‘30 2.3, Some of !

> Idndergarteng and Primary Schools were removed v
' from Achimota, the services had been held in

gﬂ&ééurdmg to age. In October each

!Eﬂ)ﬁ,!!j consecutive years, there were
= prd 2

1 aws.y to the leper

s ‘
y "B%ﬁéiﬁﬁms were gi
'_ﬂ" gl

nent ',m ms@ltgls..

e Was a confirmation service on the

ret \Sﬁm’&a}f in Beeember which parents, relatives

and friendaiof stuaents attended. Now the children's
gervyice is organised by Mrs. Chaplain, Mrs. Honor
Ward and NMrs. Dowuona with the Help of some lady—
students from the University College of Ghana.
Children atlend their service in a chepel which

. was used. fomer;iy by the University College when

‘:fﬁéﬁ?ﬂé'ﬁi‘deﬁ‘bs uged to live at Achimota. The con-

ories about Jesus.

o SRR ‘Art and Teisure time activities.
Iobbies were started when the school was

founded Bo £ill up the leisure time on Saturdsy
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5. Some students who had the opportunity

.,g a1t gome hobby later became professionals
d An exemple of
this is Mr. Gbeho, head of Music School, who sterted

g with musgic as 2 hobby in Achimota school when he

was a student.

Instruetors who were competent in the various
arts and crafts were invited from tevm. Some members
of staff who were good at partieular hobbies also
became instéuctors. Activities consisted of shoe
making, knitting, painting, bookbinding, clay-
modelling, drawing, basket weaving, engineering,
pho tography, music and singing. Since January 1958,
hobbies have been stopped because of shortage of
funds to cater for them except music which is still
being encouraged.

Masic ig an attractive and popular hobby in
Achimota School. The first peried on every Satur—
day iz free to enable the school choir to function.
Practical music which tovers the playing of various
ingtruments including the violin is taught. The
study of African mugit¢ in the form of drumming,
ginging and dencing is done in the school and the
aim iz to preserve the indigencus music which is
embodied in our African eulture. Students are divided
inte four main tribeg: Twis, Ewes,; Gas and Fantis.
There is & smaller tribal group for the Northerners.

for

Teachers of various tribes are responsible
organising "the tribes but experienced people from
outside are invited from time to time to teach the
various tribes to fellow their tradition. To encourage
this, dancers from all tribes are invited to mix with

the students. Every year each tribe puts up its best

performance to entertain the whole schoel. The result



of éil.%hééa can be seen during Founder's Day.

The most colourful scenes at Achimota School

are those occasions when students put on their
national attire such as they do on Sundays when
they attend evening service. But the most
impresgsive oceasion of the year is Founder's

Day. It falls on 5th of March but the date is
gubject to changes at the disecretion of the
Headmaster. The function usually starts at

4.30 eletock p.m. By then the wholeréchool

had assembled by the main gafte and moves in
procession to the administration block dancing amd
singing traditional songs. Talking drums announce
the news of the day or extol fthe greatness of God
and men.

The celebrafions end with a display of daneing
by the four main tribes - Twis, Ewes, Gas, Fantes -
then the school sings the yell -bGse Yeef The
meeting is then dissolved, the festival of Founders
Day closes for the year, e Figh- 5 l

Swimming a2t Achimeta School: The Founders of

Achimota School considered how best its students
could benefit from physical activities other than
athletics and games and to occupy their leisure.

Swimming wes thought to be both enjoyable and at
the same time a most important sport. Students

were in the early years conveyed to Labadi beach
for bathing. Iater on a swimming pool was built.

-
The work was undertaken by the maintenance officer

and the total cost of work including a chlorinat
plant was £1000.

On June 20th 1935, the swimming pool was opened
by His Bxcellency the Governor Sir Arnold Hodson.

The pool is situated st the socuthern part of






the main gate. It is under
on of the maintenance officer who
he chloriﬁéting plant._ The water is

d annually when the pool is cleaned and

Angsg?iption of the Swimming Pool: The

ﬁwimﬁing pool is met just a pool. Its mechanism,
eontrol and hygenic equipment show how an artifieial

Eontriﬁancefof this nature for the use of large

Eﬂ numbers of people must be carefully planned.
E The pool is in an enclosed fence made of
E'-. iron rsilings. There is one entrance.
g The chlorinating plant which purifies the
& F water is enclosed in the fence. The pool is
i L G Eatt long and 36 feet wide. It is 6 feet
deep at the northern end slopping upwards to
| ) two feet at the opposite end. There is a
] iy narrow pool attached to it measuring 25 feet by
| - 36 feet for children. The pool has a capacity

of 75,000 gallons of water. The dirt is drained

off every morning, and then the pool is filled to
capacity from the school reservior.

There are two dressing rooms divided into
cubicles for boys and girls. There is a balustrate
for use of bathers only. They have to walk through
a diginfected foot bath before entering the swimming
pool. There is a diving board where swimuers
balance themselves for diving.

The cﬁlorinating plant Whicﬁvpurifies the
water is 12 feet from the water and is kept in a

room by itgelf. [The egquipment comprises a 40

W R I e e --—--rv:v'm?—nﬂm;-ri

e

gallon rubber lined solution tenk, a mixing pail,
a solution pump and an injeection fitting. Thersd

is an overflow and a drain fitting, an ocutlet

e T
i



7T T g B W B

-

L e

»ig_idéiﬁieal except that the tank for alumina is
?ihhbér lined whereas that for soda is galwvanised.
Bach chemical is supplied with a 20-gallon tank,
"é dissolving tray, pump and injection fitting.
Strainers are fitted to each of these tanks. A
wall mounting type rate of flow guage is provided.
This guage operates the pressure across the venturi
tube.

Users of the Swimning Pool: The Swimming

Pool was intended primarily for use of students

of Achimote School and its staff. A special
concession has however been made to the University
College of Ghena and to distinguished people from
outside Achimota and Legon to mse the Pool. Recently,
children from the Demonstration school at Legon,
accompenied by their Mistresses, have been allowed

to use it on Wednesday afternoons. :

There are rules governing the use of the pool.
Students go in for baths accompanied by their tutors.
Fach student has a swim suit. Those who have no
experience in swyimming are taught to swim and dive
and students are encouraged to acquire the art.
Under expert tuition good progress is often made by
students.

There is a Royal Life Saving Society which
awards medals to students who show keenness in
swimming.

Swimming time is allotted to students on =
house bagis throughout the week and swimming
sports are held once a year.
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sutonomous body has a School Council styled, "The

Achimota Council!' which has charge of the control
and supervision bf the general policy and property
of the school. This autonomous power was given it
by legislation.

The Council has been in existence in one foxrm
or another since the founding of the school. In the
early years the Council was constituted as below.
One of the members was elected yearly by the Couneil

to be the Eresident.

The 014 Composition of the Council (Twelve members):

(2) Four members were appointed by the Governor.

(b) Six African members of whom four were elected
by the Council and two by the 0ld Achimotan
Association.

(e¢) Two ex-officio members, the honourable the
Director of EZducation and the Principal of
the School.

The President of the Council presides as
Chairman of the Council at meetings and the Bursar
acts ag its secretary.

The smended constitution of thenCouncil
brought about changes in membership and in
congtituwtion. The new composition of the Council
ig as follows:

1. DIwo persons with special interest in and
knowledge of educational matters, of whom
one is a womsn, are appointed by the Minigter

of Dducation.

2. Two persons of the 0ld Achimotan Association
are elected by the Assocciation.

3. [Two persons are nominated by the -Central
Adxisory Cor ttee of Education.

4. Three persons of whom one is a woman are
appointed by the Minister to represent the
interests of the general public.

5. The Principal of the University College
Ghene or his representative iz a member
the Council.

6. One ex-officio membasr holding public offi
in the Ministry of Bducation is appointed by
the Minister of Education.
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7. The Director of Education or his represent-
ative .

In this re-organised Council the Headmaster
of Achimota School is not a member but he attends
normal meetings. He has notvoting powers. No
member of fthe staff of the School is eligible to
membership of the Council. The title of Principal
ig now abolished and the new title Headmaster is
borne by the head of the School.

A person appointed or elected to the Council
can remain a member for two years after which the
process of nomination or appointment or election
takes place for re-appointment or for new members
to come into office.

The Headmagter is appointed by the Couneil
with the prior gpproval of the Minister of Educa-—
tion. The first appointment is for five years on
contract terms. The contract may be renewed. The
Frineipal is responsgible for the internsal administra-

tion of the school.

Internal Administration: The school adminigtra-

tion is in the hands of the Hesdmaster. There is
an Asgistant Headmester a Bursar and his assistant.
Apart from hisg duties as Secretary of the Council
the Bursar is the official responsible for finance.
There is a maintenance staff which is in charge of
buildings, furniture, and repzirs. There is also
a ground and garden overseer who is the head of
all the iabourers whe work on the school grounds.

A domestic bursar is in charge of the gchool
dining hall. She has her own staff whose dutbies
fall under the following categories - Matronship,
Cooking, stewardship and baking. There sre kitchen

boys who do odd jobs like cu




v‘,ﬁsgqiﬁ.tﬁs‘kitbhega - In the maintenance department,

; ithgre are carpenters, masons, engineers, and painters
who work for the school only.

= Admission to the School: Enrolment at Achimota

s - School has grown from a nucleus of six young

5’ pupils to a total number of six hundred (600)

'77. pupils, out of which itwo hundred are girls, all

§~‘ doing the secondary course. In 1937, the total

- enrolment for the year, that is, the total number

of students who were taking different courses in

the different departments was as follows:-

DEPARTUENT BOYS GIRLS TOTAT
Kindergarten 36 27 63
Lower Primary 51 38 89
Upper Primary 85 68 53
Secondary 161 23 184
Teacher Training" 84 67 d51
Domestie Seience

Course - - - 4 4
Commerce 16 - -
Speecial Art 2 - 2

=, University Level 39 = 39
e T A IS 474 227 701

The above enrolment ineluded 10 students from
the Northern Territories, 14 Students from Nigeria
1 Student from Liberia and 5 students from Uganda.

When all departments, except the Secondary,
were removed, an opportunity presented itself for
8 gpecial place to be given to girls education.
The extra room was allotted for Secondary HZduca-—
tion. Since then the enrolment has increased
tremendously. It was this practice which made
it possible for the School to achieve the total

roll 400 boys and 200 girls, making 600 altogether.




600
the students when they enter
the School is 12 years.

- Achimota draws its pupils from a2ll parts of
Ghana on the resulfts of a2 common entrance examina-
tion held annually. All students are boarders. The
School fees have varied from £60 to £78 per annum.
Memy students get financial grants from the school
the Government and local Couneils.

: Ihe Staff.
There have been great changes in the staff of

Achimota since its establighment in 1924.

Prineipals.

Th‘e"firs"t Prineipal of Achimota School was
Rev. Alec A. Fraser, M.A., He served the School
for ften years and had to retire owing to ill-health.
He and Aggrey and Guggisbersz have earned undying
fame ag planners of the School.

Next was Rev. H.M., Grace who left in 1940,
after serving for five years. Hev. Grage carried
all the ehgraeteri,stics that make one a truly good
man. Rev. R.W. Stopford was formerly a Principal
in Kandy, Ceylon. When the Principalship became
vacant in 1941, he came over with valueble experience
to £ill the place. He served on many education

e,@ﬂ'iﬂ%ﬁees: in the Gold Coast and served Achimota



~ School for five years.
AT

He over-worked himself

d had to leave in 1945 because of ill-health.
- After him came Mr. Bendall who served for four
years and in 1954, Mr. Winlaw the present Head-

master came to replace him.

Vice Principals snd Headmigtresses: Dr. Kwegyir

~ Aggrey was the first member of the Staff as well as the
firgt African teo hold the post of vice Prineipal.
He waa a person of high devotion whose life and
work made a great impression on his students and
on education in Ghana. Aggrey was not one of
those who die without leaving a memorial. His
very life is reflected today in the life of
thousands who never knew him.

Hev. R.C. Qlumer, one of the first to join
the steff became‘a Vice-Principal. He left in
1939. PFor many years he was responsible for the
School and College curviculum upon which Achimota's
sound educational Foundation has been built.

Rev. Eingsley Williams, a leader in the
WMethodist Chureh, is remembered for his eloguent
germons and cheery good humour. Mr. W.E.T, Tard
was a research scholar in Gold Coast history. He
contributed much teo musgic in the School and during
the troublous time, when the second world war
broke out, he ected as Principal. He left in
1940. Mr. S.é. Duncan who was always remembered
as a firm Senior Housemaster acted when BRev, Grace
resigned in 1940.

Mr. P.D. Quartey acted as Headmaster in 1951
and Mr. J. Andrews from 1952 to 1953, then followed
Mr. B.A., Brown, Mr. Norkfold followed Mr. Brown and

now Mr. Allen is the Assistant Heedmaster.
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Kumasi-Acera ﬁailway terminus. It is about the
same &igranqg_fmém the Boundary HRoad Lorry Bark
which is the main end of the artery for road
transport in the metropolis. Achimota School is
therefore not cut off from the country's transport
and communications.

Befause of the foresight of its planners, both
road and rail and the postal services of the country
were orgaﬂically.l&nked with the School site.

As regards road and vrail, it happens that the
main EKumesi railway line passes down the western
valley below the Achimota ridge. TFor the convenience
of the School, an Achimota "Stop" or éub—station is
provided by the Railway half a mile from the School.
Students going away from the school or returning
Ho'lt Exom vacation usnally stop ot this station.
From there they ascend the ridge to reach Achimota
School.

The road surfape from Accra to Achimota is one
of the best in the suburbs of Accra. The main motor
road, from Acera to Kumasi snd on to Tamale, also
traverses the valley down the Achimota.Ridge. Lorries
and motor cars make it possible for students and staff
to travel to most parts of the ccdntry by rTomd, either
using the main North road or the Bast to West coastal

road at Nsawam, 23 miles freom Accra.



The Post Office = Achimota.




| Prom Achimota, bthrough the
to the Dodowa Road at the Survey

. In the School compound there iz a network

& ﬁf reods which mzkes it possible for buses, lorries
¥ ‘and private cars to have access to the several
 Houses, classrooms and staff guarters as well as
“to the administration block.

There is a main entrance to Achimota but only
- private snd school cars are dllowed to pass through
the main gate fo the administration block. See Fix &

Lorries a.-nsl-_,’puses and other commercisl vehicles
have to use the eastern by-pass to the former girls
school compound.

The tarmac road surface at Achimota gives an
all weather conditions to the road service at
Achimota. The roads are maintained by labourers
from the maintenance department,

The; Post Office: Pogtal communication at
Achimota has improved steadily and systematically
since the founding of the school. Before 1933 the
postal service was provided at the bursar's office
under the supervision of a postal agent and the
Burgar. Work beeame too heavy and so it was found
necessary toe detatech the agency from the administra-
tive work. In 1934, a Post Office was built by the
schoel and the Government provided the servicesa. The
Post Office deals with registration; stamps, savings
and telephone exchenge. LILetters are despatéhed

twice daily. This Achimota Fost OFffice serves the
See “"3 19
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school and the University College of Ghana es well
as the public who are near emough to use it.

Medical Facilities of the School: Achimota
————— = =

begen with medical and sanitary facilities for

the pupils and etaff‘of>the school. When the

University College was started,; the services

of the Hospital were extended to its students

and staff alse. There are at present two doctors,
Dr. D, Murrey who is responsible for' Achimota school

{ end staff Dr. A.M. Boyd for the University amd its

I staff. Miss C.¥. Teye a nursing sister has been on

‘ the gtaff for guite a long period. Dr. Griffith and

‘ Dr. Savage were among the first group of doctors

‘ who contributed greatly to the health of Achimota.

i To commemorate their good works, two wards in the
maternity home havé been named after them. Griffith's
Ward and Savage Ward. Sae Figs 2o = 2

Achimota hospital is open te outsiders at norma

hospital charges. Outsiders come in as out patients.

spital

Very serious cases are referred to Korle Bu
in Acera. The hospital was built on a small scale
with Tour wards, two consultation apartments for
school and Caollege respectively, a dressing room and
a dispenszary, a gtorercom and a kitchen.

The hospital steff live at the Achimota compound.
In the early years between the periods 1930 and 1940,
the services provided at the compound were leargerly
of a ganitary mature. At the beginning of 1932, the
tracing of ﬁosquito breeding areas led te a voluntary
effort by the sitmdentsg, under staff direction to
drain, the nearest swamps. All the railway
; borrow pits and natural swamps, for a distance
\
j of two miles from the centre of the school, were

drained. The number of flies in the model
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. minor illnesses, such as sores, and in giving

ed by the simple method of smok-—
Pit-latrines. Once a week, a groun—e ~
ior girl students go to the Model Village

the dormitory villages and Achimota village to

hold a weighing clinic, visiting babies and
expectant mothers and advising them. The senior

students gain invaluable experience in tresting

first aid treatment.

The Museum: TIn 1929 Iady Willcocks, wife
of the late Sir James Willoocks, returned to the
Gold Coast Government. The collections of
antlers, swords, guns and curios which her
hysband colleeted in Ashanti and Burma, ke

materials were handed over bo Achimota to be

‘houged there togeéﬁér with different archeological
specimensg which were dug up during the building
expé%a%ions. See Fig: 22

Many members of staff came gradually to
take a keen interest in providing materials.

Some Buropean friends, notably Mr. William
Cadbury, presented most valusble exhibits of
local interest. To encourage enthusiasts Ffor
more collections, Achimota held special exhibi-
tione of Northern Territory material both African
and foreign pottery and mineral exhibits, These
wexre open to the public,

There was no special staff in charze of the
Mugeumn othef than the Curetalsbut there was a student
who gave voluntary assistance to the caretaker twice
a week.

There was a great need for financial help. <At
thig time Achimota received a letter from the lfiseums

Agsociation suggesting application for = grant for
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~ Coloniel Museums offered by the Garnegie Trust.
The application was duly submitted. The first
grent was made in the form of £150 for furniture
for the construction of the anthropology museum
and £250 for the science Museum. This generous
help enabled the College to employ a full time
agsistant.

Membership of the Museum association linked
Aehimota up with other luseums in Europe. Duplicates
of exhibits were gent to Mfantgipim to start a
lagseum there. In 1951, the contents of Achimota
Maseum were handed over to the newly formed Ghana

National Museum in Accra.
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- THE ANTHROPOLOGY MIJSEUM.
This was built on a very small scale. Mere
tribute should be paid to Misses Deakin and
Plunptre, and in the later years to the late
Mr. A.H.R. Joseph through whose energy and
enthusiasm the anthropolozy Museun grew from very
small beginnings to contain the interesting collec-—
tions it now has.

Collections were made from Southern Nigeria
and Dahomey, in particular by Mr. and Mrs. Meye-
rowitz who collected dancing masks, other wood
carvings, examples of metal work, basketry, tex-
tiles, pottery, decorated calabashes, tools and
ornaments. These wWere brought from Abomey, Ife,
Ijebu Ode, Ilorin,‘IOyo and Benin.

Other collections were made from Northern
Ghama , Ashanti, Akim, Krobo, Ga regions, Nzima
and Aowin districts. This collection was sponsored
by the Agricultwe Department. An appeal was
launched for students to make more collections
dwing holidays from their daily observation and
hearing buk the ir response was really disappointing.
There was a second application made for a Carnegie
grant but the parent Association failed .

Money was not forthcoming and therefore improvised
containers were made to hold up exhibits. A circular
appeal explaining the aims of % lluseun and inviting
exchange of vmatecrials, literature and pliotographs was
sent out to about a hundred Museums and institutes in
Burope, Ameriga and South Africa. This appeal received
encouragement but there was no money therefore many
off ers had to be rejected. Finally the Principal and
those concerned met to discuss tle policy of the
Museum. They decided that the collection should be

representative of collections from the Gold Coast



and West Africa and other parts of the world.

THE PRINTING PRESS.

- When the Training College was removed to
Achimota in 1926 it brousht a foolscap platen
machine and about four cases of type. Students
used it to produce class lists, invitations

> pro grammes and small notes.. In January 1927
a member of staff with a knowledse of printing
was employed and he took charge of this small
plant. In 1928 the Primting Press moved to
Achimota and on the 1lst of April a paid hand was
enployed , In 1930 it was decided that Achimota
College should undertake all the work done by the
Government Press on its behalf. Owing to this,
the press was expanded by the additon of a Harrild
Foolscap Rapid Cylinder Press. It gres rapidly in
staff and performance and within a year it had nut-
grown its accomodation,

In 1932, Mr. Grant who had been keenly interes-
ted in primting as a hobby in his training college
days arrived from the Government School Cape Coast.
His work made a huge difference to the efficiency and
reliability of the Press which gained a high reputa-

tion for Achimota. There have been full time emplo-

yees as well as unpaid apprentices who are taken on
from time to time at their own.request to learn the
work. The plant has be en enlarged to enable the press
to do for Achimota work which is similar to that done
by the Government press for Govermment institutions
and also for the printing of the pamphlets and other
material produced by the staff and the annual reports
of the College. The primting press turns out the
vernacular r‘eading cards and books as well as sketch
maps and drawings and all the time-table forms and

other routine requirements.
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The staff of the Covernment Printing Depart-
ment gave muclh aporeciated assistance to the
College. Mention may be>m.ade, in particular, of
Mr. Hutton, the Press Engineer, who has devoted
pmany hours of his free time to the erection and
maintenarnce of the machinery, and to Mr. Townley,
the Government Printer, who kept up general
interest in the Press and helped to mke it the
efficient organization it is today.

ACHTMOTA LIBRARY.

The library is one of the oldest institutions
of the School. It suffered a great deal of damage
from book worm in the yeafs 530 to 934 , but
a Vigorous campaign was carried on to overcome
this. Many damaged books were re-bound and an
entire edition of ‘the Encyclopaedia Britanica was
repaired by the book binding hobby students.

In Decenber 1934, the Portrait of the Principal
Rev. Fraser presented by members of staff to the
College Council, was hung on the west wall of the
library facing the emtrance. It domimates the
attention of a visitor at the meoment of his entry,
photographs of some personalities comnected with
the school ar library. Sea &«3 A

Gifts of Library books to Achimota School:- The
library has grown from small beginnings into the
large collection it is today throush generous
gifts from interested people. The Principal presented
4O volumes ranging from Mahan's Influence of Sea

Power upon the French Revolution and Empire to novels

by Stanley Weyman and detective novels by Conan Doyle.
The following are among meny Who have presented gifts
of books to the library: Mrs. Dunstan, Mrs. Watkins,
who presented, among other books, a valuable six-

volune History of English Poetry Mrs. Joselin,

Mrs. Deakin, Messrs.Woodhouse, Clark, Ellis,



irshall, Ballinger, Adamte-Awate, Rapp, the

Rev. Kingsley Williams, Dr. Toehrinzer and the

Mathodist Book Depot. There are others whose
names have not been mentioned but who need grate-
ful acknowledgment. There is also a loose leaf
volume of Colleze photographs to identify some
of the earlier groups and teams as well as recent
events of Achimota.

When the Secondary and University classes
were started in 1929 sections of the library were
poorly repr esented and did not zive adequate
facilities for the stuwy of various subjects to
students. Ag from 1930, numerous addid ons have
been made with the object of filling up the very
wide gaps in those sections. By 1934, every subject
required for the School Certificate and London
Intermediate exanlillatl ons was widely represented
on the library shelves. As the library grew, more
shelves were added to house the ever-inereasing
nunber of books. Today the library ha_s bemme an
unfailing source of information and delight to
those who seek knowledge or who would read for
pleasure.

THE OLD ACHTMOTAN ASSOCTIATION.

This association was founded in 1927 for people
who had gone through a full course of secondary
education or teacher trainins or any other complete
course of not less than two years duration at .
Achimota School.

The aim of the Association is to renew friend-
ships among old Achimotans of both sexes from all
parts of the coumtry, to gain knowledge t!zréugh
lectures on‘chosen subjects, and to enjoy the various
athletic and social 2menities provided. lMembers
ho ld annual re-unions at Achimota Scliool. There are

branches in many populous towns in Glema such a2s
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3 -Q'a:pg; Coast, Sekondi, Kumasi, Keta, Swedru
and Ho.
Membership: To become a member of the O.A.A.
a past student must pay a life subscription fee of
£2. 2s. or 2s. every year. Membership las increased
from two hundred and thirty-six in 1934 to over a
thousand now-.

The year 1934 was remarkable in the lif e of the
association. 1t was the last year of Rev. Fraser
and Mrs. Fraser's stay and administration at Achimota
after serving for ten successful years.

The 0ld Achimotan Association gave a send off
di nner party for the Frasers. Over three hundred
stndents sat down to this first dinner. Out of this
number were guests including His Excellency the
Governor and Lady Hudson and many distinguished
Africans and Europeans. These included the Honourable
Togbi Sri II Fia Sri of Awuna, who came from Kets
for the occasion, the late Nana Sir Ofori Atta I,

Mr. Ward Brew and Mr. Awoonor Williams. dJohn Dei

and old boy propeosed the toast of Mr. and Mrs. Fraser

on beha lf of the 0ld Achimotams. The other speech
of the oeccasion was a reply to the toast by the out-
going Principal. See Fip 24 Tqe 57

The Associabtion is an autonomous body which
gives keen attention to matters of nation-wide
interest, e.3. discussing the salary and status

of the Junior Civil Service and problems of h

education.

The loeal branches have activities varying in
gquality and in scope from branch to branch and f'rom
time to time but in general a satisfactory standard
has been achieved. The programmes of local branches
have incluwled socials, drama and social service work.
There have been outstanding achievements of whieh one

has gained a well deserved publici ty namely the



 establishment of a night sehool at Kumasi by

the 0ld Achimotans there.

Dwring the years of -the second world war,
many of the old boys served with credit in
various activities with the land forces in Africa
and Burma . Some took part in the civilian protecti on
organisations. Major Seth Anthony was the first
African to be given a commission in the modern
British Imperial Army. Old Achimotans have
brought credit to themselves in various professions
ard in the general secial and political life of the
country. The first three Africans to be appointed
to the Gold Coast Political service were all Achimo-
tans .

They have had a fine tradition to uphold. Some
of the present leaders of the country were trained at
Achimota. To mention a few these are the Prime
Minister of Ghana; Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Mr. Daniel
Chapman now Ghapa Ambassador to the United States
and Permanent Delegate to the United Nations,

Mr. A.B.A. Ofori Atta, Minista of Local Government,
Dr. Susanna Ofori Atta, medical practitioner Dr. Jemina
Hayfron-Benjamin also medical practitioner, Nene Azzu
Mate Kole, 0.B.E., K.M.C., Konor of Manya Krobo,

R.P. Quartey, Secretary of the Sports Couwwxil and

Mr. K.A. Gbedemah, Minister of Finance. There are
lawyers, and statesmen also lectureg at Kumasi

College and the University College of Ghana and
distinguished teachers who are old Achimotans.

The rumning of the Association has fallen into
the hands of different people, some of wliom have
left our shores for good such as Mr. A.G. Fraser,
Junior who was Secretary in 1937, Mr. Woodhouse,
also a Secretary and Mr. C.S. feakin, who for wany
years was treasurer. He was succeeded by lir. Dowuona

in 1939, The Associa tion has grown in membership and



in branches and is still giving useful service

in various directions. Still to play a worthy
part in carrying out the many plans for the
development of this country its members will have
to redouble their effarts to bn nz to bear the
best qualities of mimd, heart and body which they

possess .
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THELACHINOTY CREST.

A proud privilege of 0ld Achimotans
Association is that menbers are entitled to wear .
the Achimota Crest ef: wl';ite and black keys on
%heir blazers. S F'2° a5

The origins- of their crest revives vivid
menories of Dr. Kwezgyir Aggrey, first Vice-
Pr;i.ncipal of the School and College. The story
takes us to America where the problem of white
and black has for some centuries assumed acute
proportions. Dr. Agsrey, a Fanti of Anomabo,
spent many years of his early training in the
United States, studying, teaching, and preaching
as well as gaining intimate experience of the
racial problem. Subsequently he had occasion to
tour the whole of Africa as a member of the Phleps-—
Stokes Comminion“of 1920 .

Almost everywhere in Africa Dr. Aggrey saw
black and white races trying to live together but
without a marked degree or swecess. He turned
from the towr more deeply convinced than ever of
the essential importance of impressing upon the two
races their need for each other and the urgency of
finding a solution for racial cooperation and
hammony.

This conviection, added to his personal charm,
rained for. him in the United States much admiration
from educational leaders.

When eventwally Agsrey came to Achimota as the
Depuby-Viee-Principal, he put his experience to
great use. Not only was he able >to reak the
misunderstanding and opposition that had srown up
in connection with the new colleze but also, to a
lapge extent, he was able to create mutual under-
standing between the Africans and the Buropeans in

the College.
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Achimota Crest

UT OMNES UNUM SINT
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lore Flgn once Dr. Aggrey spoke of this
e&mi—:ﬂ'&ﬁfén ot; hJ.s figuratively in terms of the
black and the white keys of an orzan or a piano.

Each set of keys he said, was capable of producing

music. But to prodwe very beatiful music both
black and white keys were essential. To put it
in his own words; "In the harmony of the world
2s in the harmony of an organ or a piano, the
' black and white keys are both essentiadl.
Upon his sudden death in the Summer of 1927,
Rev. Fraser, the Principal of the College asked
two artists on the staff of the College to desizn
2 Crest for the College to embody Agreey's
favourita idea. The result is the present creat
of Achimota School - three black keys of an orszan
with their correspondinig white keys and beneath
them, the words."Ut omnes wnum sint!" "That all
may be one'".
To the artists belong the design, to Rev. Fraser
the vision but to Aggrey the credit for the orizdml

idea.
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PART 1l ACHTMOTA VILIAGE.

History of Settlement. The orizinal settl

g
17
o
-

Achimota were Grunshies.

In the latter part of the nineteenth century
e e,
the Zabramas fought with the Grunshies in the

nor th-western part of Ghana. The Zabramas defeated

ct
g
o

1 and as a result, the Grunshies became scattered.

The Zabramas captured the Grunshies and sold them

as slaves., These slaves were brougz down to Ada

throu, Kwahu, ecrossing the Volta in the Nor th.
Once the slaves had crossed the Volta

16 dif chose

fron of the river

2s a deterrent. The slaves were bought by

See \:\3, 2b Trqe &)




v 2 Amgng
ﬁ}au 5155313, one Awa Kwam1 was bought by a Lagosian
wonan in Acera. Duwing the Danish time there was no

village at Achimota. When the Danes declared that

all slaves should be set free, the slaves who had
come to Acera scattersed. Awa Kwami went and settled
at Alajo down the Epehe valley to farm there. Later
he moved to Abofu where he met his sister and her
husband who were farming on a large cassava area
where Achimota village is situated now.

The OcIo valley is between Abofu an:i Achimota
village. Every morning before he went to farm Awa
Kwami had to wade through water, so he decided to
retiov e from Abofu and to live at Achimota where
both his sis ter and her husband were. The sister
and husband left Awa Kwami there and settled at Oko
near Dome thus lé'aving Ac¢himota for him. Some of
his freed slave brothers or countrymen joined him
at Achimota one after the other amd it became a
village. Awa Kwami started his farming.

The dispersed slaves who had jo.ined him also
made farms. As the Grunshies lived amonz the Gas
the practice of imter-tribal marriage became common
between the Grunshies and the Gas. The farming
settlement grew to become a village or town. Awa

Ewami was the head-man who looked after the interest

of the farm.

A time came when the inhabitans rebelled against
him and refused to serve him. The people therefore
entrusted the affairs of the villags to one Bakano.
Bakano's linguist was one Adam. Awa Kwami became
annoyed with this and so he went and stayed at
Apenkwa with his children Kwaku Fio and Na Dei.

Awa Kwami died at Apenkwa.



After his death, Bakano went to Apenkwa to
collect the corpse for burial at Achimota, but
Kwaku Fio refused to zive the corpse to Bakano.

He buried his father at Apenkwa. Bakano never—
theless went back home and performed the funeral
rites of Awa Kwami at Achimota.

This narrative of the settlement at Achimota
was given by "Regent! Nii Yafet Kwaku but Sordjiah
Kwaku of Achimota village, who was born and bred
there seventy-six years now, gave an account of
the history of settlement which varies from that
of Yafet Kwaku.

His accoimt was that, the first man to settle
on Achimota land was called Mumnie Kwame. This man
came to Accra as a result of frequent waging of war
in the North. He left Accra for Abofu after all
wars lad ceased and slave trade had been abolished
and Buropeans had fully settled in the coumtry. He
came from Abofu to farm near a road leading firom
Acera to Kwabenyam. He made a hut in which he took
shelter when it rained. As he was a poultry farmer
he stopped going to Abofu when his poultry grew to
a considerable number . He therefore 1ived in the
hut and took care of his chickens.

One fire morning, he was washing his face
when he saw a certain man gpoing to Kwabenyam and
both of them entered into an interest'zgonversation.
Munie Kwame gathered that the man who had met him
in the village was ne less a persn then the Gbese
Mantse, tlat is to say, the Chief of the owners of
the land at Achimota. Munie Kwame asked the Chi=sf

whose name was Nii Apmah whether he could help him

to acquire some title to the land. Nii Arm
urd er took to do so. He took Munie Kwame down to
Acera to the Korlews people who are known also

as Adain Onomloko family. The Korlewe peonle



him 'E!at- there was a powerful ill-mannered
fetish in the bush of e s if Mumie chose
he was welcome to make his home there. If he was
not afraid of this fetish or god who killed people
_whos e names become known to him. Munie Kwame did
not express any fear of this fearful god and told
the Korlewe family that he would stay on the land.
He was invited to come to terms.

The terms of azreement were that he should
send the following things to the family: One sheep,
one vot of ;zine, a bottle of gin, and one head of
tobacco. He sent the things and he was offered the
lamd to dwell on and carry on with farming. Asain
he was asked to pay a yearly tribute of one basket
of millet, one sheep and a bottle of wine, and, to
the Gbese Mantse, he was to give one sheep, three
logzs of fire-wood and a bottle of wine.

After performing all customary rites Munie Kwame
settled at the place which is now Achimota village.
Many people came there to settle with him. Among
them may be mentioned Ladtse-Kwaku, Ur. Beletsere
Dagarti and Ashanti Kofi.

In fine, the land of Achimota was acquired
from the Adain Onarmloko family, headed today by
Dr. Reindorf, through the Gbese lantse.

In consequence the settlers of Achimota villaze
regard themselves and members of the Onormloko
family or Korlewe people as one family and live
with them as such. The town is now over one hundred
years old since its foundation.

In these two narratives, we are given two
parallel stories neither of which crosses the other
at any point, except as to the origin of the peonle.
In Yafet Kwaku's story, Awa Kwami founded the village
whereas Munie Kwame fourded it according to Sordia

Kwaku. Both stories seem to agree that it was as tlie
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outeome of war that tl}e Tirst Grunshies settlers
came down to the South. They were of the Sissala
tribe. They found themselves serving as slaves
in the South and when slavery was abolished, they
locked for land to settle on and to farm. Froﬁ
this point the two narratives differ in respect
of how the land was acquired.

Owing to the custem of Ghanaians affecting
land tenu&r‘e, namely that a man cannot make use of,
or own, any pro perty on any piece of land without
First acquiring it through customary rites from
the owners, the settlers lad to take steps to
strengthen their title. Munie Kwame is shown
in the story to have performed rites or complied
with conditions which made him a tenant of the
land at Achimota. After this the village flourished
from a swall hut built by the first slave settler.
The, inhabitants were at first mestly Grunshies and
some Gas and Ewes. During the second world war
Ewahus, Hausas and Ayigbes caie and asked for lands
to build on or farm. Others leased the lands from

Nii Yafet Kwaku who became a regent. See shkdhdiwep Fy 2%
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The houses at Achimotz are made of swigh and see

corrugated iron sheets. Others are thatch roéfed.

A few modern buildings of contrete are found along

the main Nsawam road to the east of the village.

The main pepulation of Grunshies and Dagarti are

farmers but groups of the village people from other

tribes do carpemtry, bricklaying, black-smithy,

fi tting and weaving.
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The Anglican School at the Village

It serves two purposes - (a) Church (b) School




e

A majority of the younger men from the village
work at the Achimota School and at the University
College. They are engaged there wainly as steward
boys, cooks, washermen and watchmen. Some of the
Ewe inhabitants of the village who have other trades
add farming to their occupations. After closinz at four
o'clock they spend the last hours of the day working
in their farms.

Formerly, Apenkwa was the only village near

Achimota that had a school of its own. Some time

after the foundation of Achimota School, the
educationgl and religious facilities so abundantly
available at the new establishment spread to Achimota
Village. One Mrs. Martha Akwei led this movement.

She gzave Zest to the religious and educational work.
Today, partly through her inspiration and efforts

and the co-operation of the Link, a flourishing

branch of the English Church Mission and a Primary
School exist'in the village. DMembers of the Roman
Catholic Church usually attend service at an old chapel
at Achimota Sechool compound and other demominations
oftern 2o to Accra. St Fiy 29 ¢ e

Festivals: There are four main tribal groups
in the village Dagarti, Grushi, Ewe, and Akan. The
Akan community is comparatively small at the village.
The Dagarti, Ewe and Grunshi tribal communities have
each a distinct drumming and dancing group. These
dancing groups are, I was told, not strictly
exclusive to the particular trib.esmen, at least not
formally. These drunming and dancing groups usually
perform during ceremonies connected with birth,
marriage, death. They perfarm also for purs enter-
tainment during moonlight nights especially on
festive occasions like Christmas, installation of a

new chief or some such great event.
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The Ewe group perfarm the traditl.on‘all"Agbadzai
dance ard another dance mainly by youth called
l“"vékgesraka " The Dagartis likewise perform a traditiomal
dance in which traditional flutes made from bamboo

are used in the music. The Grunshi alse perform a

traditiomal dance not much différent from that of

the Dagarti except tlat they are accompanied by

a woman soleist who shrieks out intermittently. Llost

of these Grunshi and Dagarti have intermarried with

the Ga and have to a large extent been assimilated

into Ga culture and therefore particinate fully in

the Ga traditional ceremonies such as "Kpekple".
SOCIAL SERVICES:

(1) Water - Thee are two fresh water stand
pipes for the use of the whole village and its
surrourding hamlets. The population served by
these two pipes is a lit tle above one thousand.

The villagers express dissatisfaction with the

present sitwation. They feel that mucl inconvenience

is occasioned by the inadequacy of the stand pipes-

4 They have taken up the matter through their Councillor
(Mr. Maclean) ;ﬁ the Acera Municipal Cowncil. It
certainly is the case that during most part of the
day a long gueue waits to fetch water from one or
eithb;r of the two stand pipes in the village. The
perfiect solution will of course be to let each
houwsehold lave a water tap in the house. Failing

L tha & Qn fmcrease in the number of stand pipes seems

¥ called for. It should be noted, however, that waiting

‘: at the stand pipes for one's turn to pump water is

| an exciting socidl occasion. It gives villagers

i an o_pport‘unit;y to exclange greetings of the day and

“ to pass on the news of the day from one person to

anot her in the manner of a vi llage elub.

Blectricity: There is no elsctricity for supg

R A

of light or power. The villagers allege that their
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damands ave been turned down-ﬁec"aﬁ—rse the

buildings are poorly made - many of them with
: 1= 0 b Tage o

thatehed roofs. B ithas b

Sanitation: There are no public latrines, Individuals

have to armige in groups or by household to make
provision for themselves. The result of this is that
the outskirts of the village are very unhealthy, in
fact positively polluted with night soil carelessly
dispposed{of. Refuse is similarly carelessly disposed
or as there are mo special incinerators or any public
arrangerents for disposal of refuse.

lledical Service: The village does not boast of a

dispensary nor of any type of regular medical servicea
Peonle Iave to go to \ccra for medical needs. The
distance is seven miles. Considering the great distances
inhabitants of some otlier towns and vi llages in this
country have to come for any medical service, this
distance of seven miles between the vi llage and Accra

is near enough, although ﬁgdcould be brought nearer .
Those villagers ar Achimota eniployed at the College,

as also their families, are allowed to attend the
college hospital half-a-mile up the hill.

Postal Service: There is no postal service. The
nearest post of fice is at the School compound. Here
againg the College workers use the college Post Office.
Apart from that the General Post Of fice at Accra is
available.

Rent: According to information received, rent by
tenants vary from 10/- to 25/- per room. They are
pretty poor rooms but being close to the college and
mos t of the Workers beingz bachlors the tenants find it
tordlable from the point of view of convenience and

the higher rates which they would have to pay in Accra.
Many of those who live at the village are collezs
labourers and stewards and as already stated some are

clerks. These Clerks live in the better class



THE VILLAGE MARKET
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appartments, the 20/- to 25/- type of rcoms. These

vary from 9' by 12! tc; 12 by 150, T
Market: Thé market was built in 1940%s by the
Acera Town Council but no% rates were ciarged because
the market was poor and business was not brisk. Most
peo ple do their shopping in Accra. Apart from
butchers who are men, the market is women's affair.
The butchers have a headman but no unions, as they
are so few. The meat they sell comes from Accra
and is inspected befare sale at the villages If
they slaughter any animal for the market they have
to get it inspected before sale. Meat mrices and
pri ces for other goods are equivalent ko Accra
prices. Scales are used to weigh: the meat. There
are altogether fou butchers and about ten women
enzaged in selling at the market. Market goods
include local vegetables, peper, onions, tomatoes,
and imported timned meants. The uswal variety and
quantity of goods cotton, fruits, ete found in ‘
Accra markets are not on display. The foodstufis
sold here are brought from up country e.g. Asamankese,
Ooaltar, Suhum. See Fiy- 3

By local standards, Achimota villag is a brisk
aml thriving place. Its educational and reli jous
fdeilities ~ its thinzs of the mind and spirit -

outrun its physical and material well being. Thi

w

situation seems to reflect the conditions of the
age in which we live. The emphasis is not on higsher
standard of Living but on exalted ideas of thinking.
Achimota Villagers have their own elected Councillor
on the Accra Municipal Council who sits with his
colleagues in Counei 1 seven miles away from the
ceritre of life in the village. They discuss rates

. buses and schools, and income and expenditure,
at the Council Chambers, and they expect the Achimota

Village inhabitants to "vote them into power" from one






The Village grove where the god = Atgiimota

is situated.
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RELIGION AND FESTIVALS.

The Villa fe,Pri,éstkess.h The chief object of worship
T is v‘qhe'uc‘;hie‘vf"s ém«ol and a young priestess is in
charge of all ceremomies and ritwmls.

The present priestess has been chosen according
to practice from one of the village families under
the direction of the stool ged. Like her predecessors,
she was sent for training after her selecton to
anot her village. In her case it was Ofankor, nine
miles mway from Accra on the Accra - Nsawam road.
There she was apprenticed to a chief priest who
irs tructed her in "the trick of the trade", for three

years. It costs quite a lot to be trained a priest

:-‘-'F or priestess under the tukelage of this chief priestss.
- In the case of the village priestess, she had to pay
an admission fee of £3. Another £40 was required
to cover the cost of drinks fowls and goats to be
Ziven to the priest. A subsistence fee of L4 was also
-

clarged. After the training and before she was
released to return to her villagBe, a qualifying fee

of £150 had to be paid to the chief priest and all

[l

these expences were met by the chief and people

.': of the priestess.

4 The priestess is an important persn in the
village. She is also a physician and a prophetess.

;'_ Her local clients pay her small fees when they

L—. consult her but strangers make large payments. A%

the closge of the year, she renders accounts to the
chief and his elders who share the profit with her.

THE SALAH FESTIVAL.

The chisf festival observed in the village is

ne

the Salah and is celebrated in March each year.
village priestess is the sole celebrations officer.
When the day arrives, sacrifices consisting of a
male goat, two fowls and a meal called 'fotoli'

are made to the villaze god callied at)(‘iin;ota. These



articles are carried to the grove where'atfiimota'
is supposed to live. S%* Tl i

A linguist slaughters one of the fowls. He
makes a deep ingertion in the throat and throws
the fowl to the ground. The fowl struggles until
it dies. If it falls finally with its under part
facing skyward it means the ged approves of the
gacrifice and the celebration of the festival. It
also means prosperity for the people in the succeed-—
ing year. But if the back of the fowl faces up-
wards then the festival cannot be observed until
the priestess has consulted her oracle to find the
cause and has performed the necessary rites to
pacify. the godlas cugtom demands. When the god
ig thus paecified the remaing fowl and the goat
are algo killed. Their entrails are given to the
god and the meat iz shared among the elders. The
food "feoteli' is eaten by all present at the grove.

After the sacrifice hag been made, the adherents
and their priedtess return bo the village amid shouts
of dancers and merrymakers as well asg the booming of
drumming. Salah is a festival for all, both young

end old.
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Comparison of Community life in Ehe Village and
the School and the differences in the develop-
ment of youngz people.

One of the things which strike a visitor

to an underdeveloped country swh as ours is
the vast conmtrast ke sees everywhere in the
general way of life of the educated and uneduca-
ted. The School and the Village provide such
contrast. The School is the temporary lome of
many teach;rs and many students whereas the
Village has a population predominantly illiterate.
The conbrast is shown in many aspects of

life of the people. Qe Fc,b,s F4 a - bu

Layout of the Village: The Village buildings

are made of swish and roofed with thatch and iron
sheets. The narrow untarred streets have no

drains to avoid dust amd mud, The empty spaces

are over-grown with bushes littered with emnty
botitles, tins stagnant water. Buildings at the
School are of brick and block made and roofed

with jron sheets or slates. The rooms are well
ventilated as well as adif;uately furnished. The
streets are tarred with deep drains on either

side and flanked with trees and flowers. The

enpty spaces are green with grasses and bave prwviee
good rmeereation grounds.

Health Services: The Local Government has not

provi ded the villapgers with health services, nor has
it been able to elucate them on liygiene and sanitation.
The result is that the villagers live in r:f(:rje-ct.
squalor which renders them liable to diseases.

In the School there is a hospital to cater for
bealth. The pupils are educated in hyziene and
sanitation and therefore are clean both bodi ly and
in their enviromments. It is pleasing te the sight
to see the School pupils in their neat uniforms. It

is a omfort to the heart to see them living in their



spacioug elean and airy houses, sleeping in their
well ventilated and well eaquipped classrooms. No
wonder they make so much progress in bodily growth
and mental development.

In the village polygamy is commonly practised
whereas in the school the Western pattern of marriage

is the rule for the Teachers; and the scheol boy

leaves the school with the idea of leéding 2 monogamous
1ife,

Leisure: The villages espeecially women and girls
indulge in idle talk, gossiping which occasionally
develop in to guarrels. They spend some time on the
game of“ampe". The boys will often be found playing
football, draughts or cards, Many parents ineidentally
froym upon the game of cards as it is the first step
on the read to gambling. In the school, leisure is

regulated with the ulterior motive of promoting both

physical and mental development of fhe child. Aetivities

are netball, tennis, (lawn and table) swimming, hockey,
ericket, football, reading, music, drama and other
interesting activities.

The typical 'school boy' acquires moral disci-
pline in a boarding school where the backgrcund of
conflicting cultures represented in the severe old
patterns of paternal discipline does not exist. He
ig able to develop strong character, perseverance,
straight’ thinking and good general conduct. The

»close contact between pupils and masters, makes it
eagy for any signs of emotion maladjustment to be
detected and put right. Having been selected from
differenf places we must expect the school products
%o receive different training and acquire different
behaviours. But extreme behaviour is likely to be

tempered by the influence of others. The school boy
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is trained ‘to be out spoken and for others to

benefit from his ideel experiences. In the

village the parent-teacher and pupil-teacher

contacts are lacking and therefore if there

exist any maladjustments, they will surround

the pupil's life and easily lead him to delinguency.
The boy has no time or opportunity for extra—currieula
reading, drama and other opportunities to breaden his
intellectual outlook.

Manners: It is not altogether impossible to
come aecross & good natured and well-bred village boy
or girl. Generally, however, the unsydtematised
discipline givep to village children produce
ngt—too-good—maﬁners. This is true of children in
this villege. A few of them show good menners but
the greater proportion are ill-mennered. The regpect
they show to their seniors leaves mpch to be desired.
Often you will hear some making a liberal usge of
foul worlls and some of their jokes are lurid and
not fit for gentle ears.

In the school the situation isg the contrary.

The ill-mannered child is very uncommon. The
greatest majority show good manners and give
promige of growing into gentle ladies and gentle-
men. They oﬁserve regpéet for and obedience to
thelr seniors and masters. [Their mode of apeech
and gene}al comportment Jointly gqualify them for
any eivilized sociaty. Indeed they are well
behaved.

Although the wvillage background is open to
uncontrolled social activities, the village Doy
ia more fortunate in his deily experience in 1life,

By shardng in the work of the home, he huilds up

mind and character without eny consciouvasncsa o
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effort. He sees in the immediate neighbourhood of
hig own home all the processes of home activities
such as weaving, earpentry end smithy and helping
with cooking. The village product has a chance

to learn by doing at an early age and thereby
individualize himself the moment he acts. There
ig littleichance for the school boy to learn by
doing because it ig difficult for children at
degks to do anything but listen and absorb what

the teacher has prepared for them. The school,

[

products are dealt with in masses and not as
individuals. The village boy learns through the
social converse and constitution of the family.
Also by joining' in the daily conversations.and

gets habits of industry order and regard for the

rights and ideas of others.
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CON ¢ LU S .10 N

= WHICH OF THASE TWO WILL BE MORE USEFUL
MEVBER OF THE STATE OF GHANA IN THE @20th
AND WHY? -

THE enviornment in which a child grows affects his

behaviour, eulfure and outlock in 1ife. It is
evident that a child who has been treined in
Achimota School has been given the opportunity of
living in 2 good environment. His education has
been liberal, he hag been led to understand how
to determine values by his very training. This
helps him to develop the ability to adapt himself
eagily to new sitaations.

Native intel;igence grows when it is cultivated
in an environment where it is constantly brought into
play. The child who has been trained in & predomi-
nantly rural environment has what is good in his
surrounding but he lacks that which is obtained
from larger comprehensions end systematic education.
He has a limited outloock on life and this places him
at—a disadvantace compared with his counterpart from
the Public School.

The pregsent social and economic structure of
Ghena is changing rapidly. It is therefore the boy
who ig able to adapt himself very easily to these
fagt chenging conditions, (the boy who is able to

discriminate between and select deliberately what

ig good in bobth worlds and malke gbad use ot
will become a more useful member of the state of Ghana
in the twentieth century. In this case, I think the
bey who has been trained in Achimota School stands

the bhetter chance.




THE TEMPERATORES COF A PERICD OF ONE YBAR.
Highest Mon thly Maximmm Temperature in Fahrenheit.
Jan. , Feb. , March April May June
550 97° 95° 569 93° 92°
Jul Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
885 888"’ 910"’ 916’ gp0”"  “gg0’
Lowest Monthly Maximum Temperature.
Jan., February March Epril Mag June
800 810 830 81° 78 76°
Jul August Seplh. Octi. Nov. Dec
765 749 779"’ 756" 8o°"’ 789’
Highest Mon thly Minimum Temperature
Jan., Feb., March April. MaX June
e 79° 79° 82° 78 e
July Aug. Seiat. Oct. Nov. Dec.
769" 740" “rgs’’  7697" i e
Lowest Monthly Minimum Temperature
- Jan., Feb. , Mar. , April May June
659 670 67° 68° 69° 670
dJuly Aug., Sept. Oct Nov. Dec.
L 680" 670" 639

640

=¥ O

19 57 — RAIN-FALL AND NUMBER OF RAINDAYS.

Jan. Feb Maxr. Apr. May dJune July Aug Sept
Ing. 0-59 1 33 227 3240 5-46 T-10 1-80 1 L*40
_ Dys. 2 2 5 6 10 13 if 5 7

Oc't. Nov. Dec.

2:63 1-38 0-88

8 4 2

5
80000000 8-




POPULATTON

THIS table shows 19 48 census of Abofu and Achimota
Village and estimated present population increased
by 17%.

Total Male Female Adult Male Adult Female

Abofu 114 59 55 36 31
Achimota | 1408 | 897 | 511 610 297
1522 | 956 566 646 - 328
Number of Houses = 109
Number of Rooms = 206
Persons per house = 9-1
Persons per Room = 3-8

Bstimated Present Occupation increased by 17%

Total Male Female Adult Female Adutt Male
1522 956 566 646 328
259 163 96 110 56
1,781 1,119 662 756 484
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A SCHEME OF WORK FCOR MIDDLE FORM ONE

Subject

A study of development from a Village
1life to a mbre advanced community set
up as Achimota School

There are 12 weeks in a School term with 5 periods of
35 minutes each week making a total of 175 minutes per week.

I would arrange it in the following way:

4 periods in one afternoon — Wednesday.
The remaining period will be on Friday morning.
lst Week

To study the Social Amenities of Achimota Village by
3 groups and the 4th group to make a sketch map of the village.
Children will be divided into four groups of 10 pupils each.
Group A will make a sketch map of the village.

Groups B, C, D will study the social amenities there.

1 period on Friday — Teacher will collect children's data and
discuss them.

2nd Week

4 periods, Wednesday afternocon.

Teacher will draw the outline map of the Village on the
blackboard and ask children to insert in the various places
of interest - the lanes, school, market, weavers' centre, the
chief's house, the bus stop and a few shops at the junction.

There will be a discussion about children's study in the
lst week. The cost of articles in the market; where things
are brought from - dependence of the people of the village on
the larger community of the country and the world. Compare
exports and imports of the village market.
5th period. Let children copy the map into their books and
then prepare a chart on the market.

Discussion of the following week's work.
3rd Week

Children will study the Government of town, the

occupation of the people, the chief and his duties including
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installation of a chief.
% 4 periods: Visits by 4 groups.
Group A & D will visit the Chief to collect data .
L B will visit the weaving centre .
M (o] will visit the chief farmer.
Group C will study the various implements used for farming
in the village and whether modern methods are used on farming.

5th Period. Collection of data and group discussion of them.

4th Week.
4 periods: Children will prepare charts under the guidance of
the teacher. The charts will show the different occupations
of the village and the various materials used for the
occupations.

Discussion on the chief and his responsibilities, rites
and priveleges.
5th Period: Teacher will help children to dramatize the
installation of a chief.

Home work. There will be written exercises.

A Study on Achimota School

S5th Week.

Note: This lesson will be taken on two separate days
as follows:

l. A double period on Wednesaay afternoon.

2. A douhle period on Friday morning.

Topic on Wednesday - The effect of the 2nd World War on the
School 's activities.
(a) The removal of the Girls' School .from the College to the
School side.

(b) Removal of the Lower Primary Classes to Agogo and fihally

to Aburi.

(c) Class work = Set class exercise on the blackboard.
Friday: First ten minutes will be used to discuss children's
writven exercises for correction.

(a) With the help of teacher children will make maps of

Ghana showing where' the Schools were removed toj
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(b) Time charts showing when these removals happened.
- 6th Week.
Wednesday - The History of the School.
(a) Discuss why Achimota School was founded.
(b) Discuss the first Triumvirate of the school.
(e) Class work - Childfen will answer questions from the
blackboard for their written work.

Friday: Discussion of the work of the different Headmasters of

the School.

*C. Children's written exercises will be discussed for them

to m=zke corrections.
Children's practical work — Preparation of time chart.

Tth Week.

Social  Activities of' Achimota to be studied by groups.
Visit - Children will visit Achimota School to find out
details of the following societies:

(i) Red Cross

(ii) Girl Guidk and Boy Scout Movement
($ii) Cadet Company

(iv) Founder's Day.

5th Period. Dramatization of Founder's Day.

8th Week:

Plan of Achimota School intluding Anumle.

Visit. Children will be divided into three gew groups.

1st Group: To survey Anumle.

2nd’ | " To survey the area from the main cate on the
right towards the sports field including Clark,
Slessor and Kingsley Houses.

Shalii L To survey the area towards the left of the main
gate covering the Post Oftrice, the hospital and
the dining hall.

9th Week.

2 periods on Wednesday afternoon.

(a) Work on the survey of the School

Blackboard work.
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Teacher will draw the outlzne of the whole College on

(b) Friday afternoon — 2 Periods.

|

|

) the blackboard for the groups to insert details.

} Children will copy work on the blackboard into their
books.

Written work - Children will write about the survey.
10th Week. J

Debate - Teacher will use one period To explain
procedures in debate.
Give them the topie to be prepared for the 2nd period.
Children will choose speakers for the proposition group and
opposition.
2nd Period: Children will debate on the following topic
"ife would like to become Achimote Village school products
rather than become Achimota School products".
11lth Week.
(a) Revision of Term's work.
(b) Children will complete charts, notes, and diagrams for
a display in the 12th week.
12th Week.
Children will display their work for exhibition.
Last Period - Test and Bsie Discussion.
Conclusion.

It is often observed that when children are asked to
reproduce the work of somebody else they do not attach any
interest to it. . More over mere reproduction through tracing
of maps does not help children's reasoning powers to find out
the why and how of sketches in maps.

For this local s#udy, children will have much practical
work to do with maps,time charts and drawings. If children
begin from making their own sketch maps, they will develop
some interest in it because it is connected;. with their own
personal survey of their locality. They will also acquire

skill in the production of maps and diagrams and understand
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what they do better.

The survey at the village will present some difficulty.
Children will have to sift out from legends and depend on tra-
ditional stories for their own information and it would not be
an easy task trying to distinguish between what is true and
what is merely legendary. But Children's evidence abbut the

village can form the basis of recorded history for the viliage.



[BI0EsSARY/
GYEMANWON - Ga word for ‘god.
AWFE - An African game played by girls
and womene
FOTOLI - A meal prepared during the celebration
of Salah,
BALAH - Festival celebrated once in a year
¥ at the village., Rafer to Religion
and Festivale

AMPE 18 played at sny time during the day but it is often
played at moonlighte .
It is played between two to ten girls, They rform an arch
and a leader faces the arch of girls starting with the first
girl, Both of them jump to rhythm of the clapping. As they
1and, each of them places one foot forward to meet the other.
I the legs meet crossways the leader scores one mark,
Otherwise she Jumps again with the same first girls and if
their legs mect exactly so that one's right foot meets with
the others left in then the leader is overtaken, The rhythn
becomes faster and the shouting comes to a c¢limax when a leader
is being overtaken by a player - from the arche

When a leader is overtaken, she changes place with the
girl who overtook her, The first girl to score the maximum
becomes the queen of "Ampe" for that periods



Presh Corn-dough

Pepper ond Salt.

Palm Qil, Vater.

Water is brought to the boil., Salt is
added to taste,

When the water gets to the boiling point,
some of the water is put aside to be added
gradually.

The dough is put in the pot with little
boiling water and a large wooden-spoon
is used to turm briskly the dough in the
pots The other boiling water is added,
gradually stirring all the time wntil a
required consistency is obtained, Pepper
is fried with the palm oil and thip mixture
is poured over the dough on the fire, The
whole thing is nl.xed. gently together until
it 1s well cooked,

From my investigation many women in the

village do not know how to prepare this
kind of meal because 1t 1s not a national or
native food, Fololl is used not only on
Salah festivals but also for purification
after serious illneps and after a person

has deen cxorcised of an evil spirit.
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