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PREFACE

WiLLIAM NARHI Ocanery is a native of

Addal, situated on he Banks of the River

Volta, West Coast ol Africa, near to Accra,

the capital town, add 1w a British possession,

the people of Addali, being British subjects,

Addal is the trade port, and iy cstablished

between the bar of the River Volta and the
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SECTION L

ILLTAM NARH OCANSEY is a native
of Addah, and his trade is that of a
general merchant,  He was inducted
into the knowledge of mercantile business when
a comparatively young man, and has followed
it, with varying success, for more than forty
years,
He is a man who could almost use the day
and night for trade—never weary, never fired,—
always doing something. His natural qualifica-
tions would lead people to say that he was a born
merchant.  Though he can neither read nor
write, he is so quick, shrewd, and sagacious,
that he can trade in any way in native fashion
as well as any learned man, And thus going
on for some years in hix poor native fmﬁ]ion,
and, by the help of God, wl’no taught him juetice
and uprightness, his business increased to such
a degree that Lie was obliged to engage bogk
people as assistants, clerks, and agents. [For ;
several years this success and enlargement went
on rapidly, until his business became profitable =%
and snbstantil, i
But an interruption to this pleasant state of
affuirs took place in the yea }i863, and logses
18 Of 0116 & j
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i Bet}wgen tlae years 1863 to 1868 he lost about
ve thousan ounde sterling. This loss was
secasioned by the war breaking out between o
Angulars and the people of Addah, which war
like a wild running water, flowed and Sovetsd
a}l the regions of Accrepay, Accra, Ackym a1t
Cape Coast (astle. In this war he was sh’o(t in
the left breast, the ball lodging in the back, and
:lthad. todl)c cut out. For months his life, :vq(s
espaired of, and for years it m: s i
e ’ y t made him weak
He suffered also f
Jgo from a conflagrati 1
one of {hese years, whi e
its years, whilst the war was still 1n
After the fourtl
- ot ( 1 year, the war was over
from 1868 to 1874 he conti "l“lr}‘s O
olerks and llg’(‘tltH hii ¥ ‘lll.lh( 18 t);:Ld(:, his
e vats assisting fiim with all their
Bllt' he was :
: not yet clear f -
for ho lqnt upwards of £2,000 l;\l'ut]ln. 11‘11519, BT
dfﬁ?‘vh of onoe of his agouts F themnormaitl
t appears thut Mr. W
a fuctory at a ])h\c;\\)‘-"ll?(.1()((‘:)”"‘\.(‘}‘ hadu e
1 y St W ‘
'li‘silvul‘ Volta, and handed it u\v‘:-l\ft(tl‘ ]1”'l1”w i
‘" @ first goeds sent to this factor g agent.
Bie pum of £200, v licl e
: } 5 > e agent ‘.\' YL
”’%?3%{&% it Lo Quittn people. Wi e
wpe fo upon for his statement of aces o
pe found that his affairs were all | ATEAuNY T
and ho REaTA Wera all in confusi
prsp” OW]d not give any SR il 101.],
?10’”1 Glth&l’“\g‘ (\“ Jt.he nL d(;tfon u hls
gov togecher, be b ey he could
) Pl S ought pahm oil
(7 ,}meu Wiﬂl lt’ and Bl\ip ed t]O and p“hn
A L\ uf the African Sieamc}:‘s amlle 1pr0duc.e o
( 1
poard himself snd il ﬂ‘tlen‘.]umped
N&‘ knowledge or off to Kngland,
| yer. e consent of his
::‘}IH‘.- am W A b 7.3 {
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After being in England some time, he found
it would be best for him to return to Africa; but
whilst on his way he was stricken down by
fever, and died on board of ship, but his body
was landed at a port called Winnebah., The
news of his death reached his elder brother
first, and then was sent on to Mr. W, N. Ocansey,
who was very sorry to lose his agent in such a
manner.

The elder brother at once proceeded down to
Quitta, to look after and arrange the affairs of
his departed brother; but he returned, saying
he could not make head or tail of his agency.
About three or four months after this Mr.
W. N. Ocansey, having a just and legal cause,
tried to claim the amount from the deccased’s
elder brother; and in order to ensure a fuir
trial, 4he case was brought before the Court
at Accya, where the English Government is
established,

The Court decided that the elder brother
should pay the amount claimed; but he failed
to do so, owing to having suffered many losses
and inconveniences in his own affairs, as well
as with his late brother’s.  Mr, Ocansey had
therefore to suffer the loss of his £2,000 and
expenses..

The past no longer is in my power,
The future who shall live to see ?

Mine only is the present hour, J
Lent to be all laid out for Thee, !

Now, 8aviour, with Thy grace endowed,
Now let me serve and pleage my God.

Why should I ask the future load
To aggravale my present care :
Strong in the grace to-day bestowed,
The evil of to-day I bear;
And if to-morrow's care 1 see,
Fresh grace shall still suffice for me, :
L e et oo Lot 6 e A D J&_afﬁmm
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¢ carly part of 1875 one of Messrs.
A Bwanzy's vessels was wrecked at
dah.  The natives broke on board and took
wwsion. and abstracted and divided the cargo.
Oeansey warned them and strongly urged
them to desist, but they despised his counsel,
~ thinking they were free to Ylunder a wreck as
in the olden time. But they shortly found
themselves in the wrong box, and their conduct
brought a great loss upon Mr. Ocansey, because
he was the chici of the Royal Family of the
lace. %
B It appears ‘that Mr. Crocker, who was the
* agent of Messrs. I°. and A, Swanzy, and who
yesided at Avcra, hearing of the loss and
lander of the vessel and cargo, immediately
natituted ai™ciion against the King of Addab,
who was elder brother of Ner. W. N, Ocanscey.
to whew, cause why he allowed his people to
plunder and convey wwvay the goods from the
wrook, whilse she was on British territory.
~ Ths ease was tried, and scttled that the
Addah prople puy the English Government the
vaiue of the goods and the ship.  That claim
wan handed to the King,  The natives then met
togethar, and it was propesed to make a collee-
4 from every housc in the place to cnable the
. to pay the claim to the Government,
31:, W, N. Ocansey had then to stand as over-
geer or security on behalf of his brother, the
Kin, and had to use all his intluence, and
devote his. valuable time and attention, in
paking the collection from house to house. |
value of the wreek was put down at
g, but the natives could not con-
‘amount in the time appointed. They
‘ ming, or a longer time to
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collect their shares. One month was allowed,
but at the end of that time nothing could be Eot
from them. The agent of Messrs. Swanzy then
renewed their claim to the Government, who at
once sent a force of soldiers with Commandant
to Addah to enquire of the king Dosoo whether
his people were ready to pay or not. 1f not,
the king would be arrested. When the force
arrived at Addah, the king and the natives
arranged themselves before them, and begged
for a longer time, as they had to send to all the
villages about, and to bring back those who had
escaped away to avoid payment. After consider-
able discussion and many complaints, time was
allowed. DBut the real cause of the delay on the
part of the natives to pay their contributions
was this:—They said that the little goods they
had taken away from the wreck would not
amount to one-fifth of the sum charged to them.
That the wreck was only visible for a few days,
when she sank, and all her cargo went down
with her; and it was a great injustice to call
upon them to pay for goods which were at the
bottom of the sea! and that after the vessel
sank the natives did not obtain a single article
from her. ‘They also testificd that some bales
of goods and about 200 barrels of rum had been
landed and saved by the firm’s agent at Addah,
Mr. Charles Cassuh; and they demanded that
the value of the hales and barrels of rum should
be deducted from the amount charged to them.
When Mr. Charles Cagsah found how he was
blamed by the natives for not giving a true and
- faithfal report to his principa%s, and that they
also were greatly displeased with him on account
of his conduct about the wreck of the vessel
consigned to him, he removed his agency at

Wi TR,
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Addah, and went up into the interior part of
the Volta, and established a business at a place
called Akuse, but the climate not agreeing with
him, he died suddenly. y

The Cominandant having considered the con-
dition of the natives, allowed them three
months more to settle the whele claim, and the
foree retuined to Acera, )

Shortly after, the Government appointed
J. 8. Parker, Isq., as a permanent Commandant
for the district of Addati, and he was received
by the natives with pleasure, .

“A month had passed, and the natives
had mnot responded to the collection.  The
Commandant, Mr. Parker; who was empow-
ored to settle all cases in the court at Addal,
went @ messnge to the king that he wanted to
see lim personally about the wreek affair.  The
king did not hesitate, but went down at once,
according to the request of the Cormmandant.

In answer to the question as to whether he
was going on with the colleetion, the King
replied thint he had only received a tew dollars
from  the natives.  The Commandant  then
advised him to hurey thew, beecause when the
appointed time had expired, he could not do
otherwise than his duty,

The king, on his return from the Government
House, reported the conversation to his brother,
M. W. N. Ovausey, who felt deeply and keenly
the idea of the imprisonment of his brother on
account of this national debt. From that time

Mr. W. N. Ocansey did not rest, but assisted the
king in going from house to house and claiming
the shares of each man and woman; and they
continued at this unpleasant task day after day
until the appointed time. When the collection
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was counted before the king, it was found only
to amount to 2000 dollars. Their bitter expe-
rience in collecting that arnount convinced them
that they could not get more from the natives
at that time, and so the king and Mr, W. N.
Ocansey entered inwo an agreement that the
king should advance 1,000 dollar¢, and Mr,
W, N. Ocansey 2,000 dollars, which, with the
2,000 dollars already collected from the natives,
would make the total demanded by the Govern-
ment.

It was in 1876 that this unfortunate and

unpleasant business was settled with the
Government, but there still remained the debt
due to the king and W. N, Ocansey. No
sooner did the natives hear that the king and
his brother had paid the debt to the Govern-
ment in full, than they began seeretly to depart
out of the town and hide themselvesinthe villages,
so as to avoid paying .any further demands.
ut the king could not do otherwise than
endeavour to collect his money, and he there-
fore began to issue warrants on them one by
one, and in a few months had collected 1,000
dollars, which was the amount he had advanced,
but there still remained the 2,000 doliars which
Mr. W. N. Ocansey had advanced.

But the natives became angry and irritated,
~aud began to hate the king on account of his
warrants, and they secretly watched lis ways)
and poisoned him, so that he died in the end of
the year 1876, leaving many orphans nnder the
care of Mr. W. N. Ocansey. This was a severe

’ ement and disappointment to the Ocansey

ear 1877 was a ver[y prosperous year in
d nothing was lost either in trade or

l
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family deaths, but in the earlier part of the

year 1878 dark clouds began to gather and the
/ chastening hand of the Lord was upon them.
f Just a'fter the customs of the country to the
' memory of the late king had been finished, on
" the 10th of February, 1878, one of the elder |
'\ brothers of Mr. W. N. Ocanqey died. He was |
\ a clever, talented man, and lived at a village
\ called Attorco, Uid Amenyar, on the other [ -~
side of the River Volta.
\ But there were streaks of sunshine even in the
. darkes: hour, for on the 28th of April in the /

i .:,‘.- St p (/{1/ \;c%
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same year, Mr. W. N. Ocanscy had the pleasure
of witnessing the marriase of one of lis sons,
My, John E. Ocansey, who was married to Miss
Salome Ocansey. And in the month of February,
1879, they ‘presented him with a little grand-/
son nawed Alfred John Ocansey. In the same
year, he witnessed the marriage of his elder
son, William B. Ocansey, who married M;ss
Eustina Ocansey, but their happiness was soon
clouded over by thie loss of the mother of the
latter,
In the month ‘of August of this vear, Mr. W
~ N. Ocansey sustained a very ]mwy loss. He
~had been away up to his factories on the hanks
iver Volta, and had collected forty butts
‘ The usual way adopted by the
convey the oil down to Addah
| to lash or string all the casks
ong ropes, and then launch
floated down by the
( towed by one or
ion be was
as rapid
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time, he and his cargo got there at midnight on
the 28th. Being late at night, none of his people
were out to help him to draw the cargo in from
the rapid current which was carrying it past the
port and away out to sea.

Itis usual when oil has been collected up the
river, and is all ready for towing down, that
word is sent to their people to be on the look-
out and ready with boats and ropes to draw the
oil on shore out of the current. Mr. W, N.
Ocansey had atltended to all this, but he could
not calculate on the flood which filled the river,
which hurried him on faster than he expected ;
consequently no one was about when he came
opposite to Addal, and he and the cargo were
swept past away out to the bar where the sea and
river meet, and form such mighty waves that
they would destroy anything that came near to
them. After straining themselves to the utmost
without success, they lost confidence. * Let go
the oil,” cried Mr. Ocansey, ““that we maly save.
our lives!”  So the boys that were with him in”

the guiding canoe let go the oil, and they pulled
~ back half-way between the bar and the landing

5 place, and landed there to go home with empty

s, and report their marvellous loss to the

God, my Father, whilo I etray

rtom my home, in life's rough way,
¢ from my heart to suy,

1 be done.

ath, and sad my Jot,
uriaur not,

cly tuught,
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traders, came and visited him, to express their
aympathy and sorrow at his loss. He then
sent out people tc walk along the sea-shores to
gsee if any of the butts had been stranded or
washed up, but they returned with no news.
He then made a writteri communication to the
small ports along the coast, and to the trading
steamers, especiaﬁy the S.8. “ Ambrize,” which
was expected the same night that the loss
occurred. But a'l their answers were alike,
nothing had been scen of the butts of oil, which
must now be regarded as entirely lost and the
value of it was £630.

On the 20th of April, 1880, another scvere
and hewvy btow fell on the family by the death
of the third sou, Mr. Gorden Samuel Ocanscy.
He was one of the greafest helps to his father,
and had charge of a factory far away up in
the interior part of the River Volta. Ilaving
stayed seven years in that establishment he was
on his way home to be married, but on the 15t
of March he was attacked with o heavy {ever

ith vomiting, and this continued and increased

1 the 28tﬁ of April; when he died.

deep I cry,
 point to dio,
infornal pain ;

in me."

1880, and !5

1A
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its force. All the members of the Ocanse
family and their children, together with :
white men traders, were in the build
aud it was most marvellous and provident
that they all escaped from instant deatl,

‘ Al ! whither should T go,
Burdened, and sick, and faint 9
To whom should I my trouble show,
And pour out my complaint ?




SECTION IL

P

) The Veoyage of Mr. JOHN E. OCANSEY
from the River Volta to lingland, in the S.S.
“ Mayumba,” starting on April 28th, 1881.

circumstance that occasioned his departure

from Africa.
It appears that shortly after the loss of his
forty butts of oil, Mr. Ocansey decided to huy
a steam launch to ascend the rivers and bring
his palm oil down to Addah, without fear of
loss. He therefore wrote to one of his com-
mission agents in Liverpool, England, whose
name is Robert W. lickson, trading under the
name of Messrs. Hickson, Sykes & Co., and
~enquired if he could purchase a steam launch
. for him. A reply to this letter arrived at
& Addnh, stating he could get one it Mr. Ocansey
would zend him the money in Africon produce.
then shipped a large quantity of
Hickson, and sent him at the same
81 for the steam launch, which had
e ti width, 12 feet 11
; and to draw 3} feet
hat order reached
f March, 1880.

JT was another unfortunate and miserable
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complete the purchase, which was estimated at
£2,200. He also said that the builders had
commenced, and he thought he should be able
to dispatch her so as to reach Addah in July
or August, But he added that the builder
would not deliver her unless the full amount
was paid down.

The account sales of the first shipment of oil
to Hickson showed that he had realised £1,478;
and Mr. W. N, Ocansey being very anxious to
obtain the launch for his large business, im-
mediately shipped another consignment to com-
plete the payment. He had the fullest confidence
in Hickson. For many years he had been
trading with white men in Liverpool, London,
and Glasgow, and none of them--to their honour
—had ever deceived him.  They had rendered
him faithful account sales of the oil he had sent
to them, and they had judiciously purchased
and sent whatever he told them to buy for him,

He had been trading with Hickson for over
twelve months, and therefore he had full con-
~fidence in him, and relied on his word and
esty as a white man. .

~account sales of the last shipment of oil
- sen Hickson to Addah, and it was
 the two amounts together that

s, 8d to pay for the
el did not arrive as
{ and
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should sail from Liverpool early in the month
of April, 1881. . _ '
This was a great grief and disappointment to
My, W. N. Ocansey, and he became uneasy and
alarmed at the broken promises and the delay,
and he decided that it would be better that
gomeone should go to Liverpool and see
whether the vessel was built and ready. He
then appointed one of his rons, Mr. John I,
Ocansey to go by the first steamer and sce
Hickson personally. About a week after this
decision was taken, the S.8. * Mayumba”
arrived at Addah, and Mr. John IS Ocansey,
havirg received authority and all the papers
and letters relating to the unpleasant business,
prepaved hiwsclf for a voyage to England.
And he will now speak for Limself and deseribe
the voyage. -
I went on board the ¢ Mayumba™ on
the 28th of April, 1881, at twelve o’clock
noon, On ascending her deck I found one
oung white man, who was a passenger from
Jenin, and two ladies from Vietoria, who were
going to their home in Fngland.  Atfter the
eaptain had received on board my fifty-one
easks of palm oil and fitty bags of paln kernels,
he ordered the anchor to be weighed and the
engines began to move. | looked towards iy
home and %Jclwld on the beach all the family
standing to see me off and to bid me good-Lye.
I felt & deep sorrow in my heart when [saw
them, and when | beheld our house lag go up
~ and down as a sign of farewell, for 1 was
~ leaving them all in trouble and on a miserable
errand. However, 1 tried to Lold and steady
o %W, and to put all my coufidence in God,
ho only can

e care of the stranger in a



19

strange land, as well as on the wide, boisterous
sea.
“ Lord of the wide, extensive main,
‘Whose power the wind, the sea controls,

Whose hand doth earth and heaven sustain,
Whose Spirit leads believing soula.

“ For Thee I leave my native shoro,
I whom Thy love delights to keep ;
In other climes tby works explore,
And see Thy wonders in the deep.

“'Tig here Thine unknown paths I trace,
Which dark to human eyes appear;
While through the mighty waves I pass,
Faith only sces that God is here.”

The steamer then swung around with her
bow to windward, and commenced her long
journey to Europe. Soon after we met the
N.8. “Odessa,” out from Liverpool, and we
proceeded on and anchored gt Prampram on
the same day. We next started for Acera,
where we met the 8.8, ““ Volta,” from Ham-
Largh.  On the 29th we started from Acera to
Bayreycoo, and on the same day to Winnebah,
where we met the steamer “ Bonny,” from
Liverpool, and then on to Appam. On the
80th we sailed to Saltpond and to Annamboe
and from thence on to Cape Coast Castle, 1
now began to observe many strange things, and
the advance of Kuropean ideas and customs,
- At Cape Coast Castle therc are many finely-
~ built houses belonging to the natives and to

' hite men. They were beautifully situated
emed very pleasant. There were also .
lish men-of-war at anchor in the roads.
d for Elmina, where we saw ten
r, und we received on board
d two officers ag passengers. :

nent was observed here, as




I was informed that the governor was (fresent.
From Elmina, we proceeded on and again
anchored at a place called Axim on the 2nd
May. I observed here a fine, plain sandy
beach, similar to Addah. Starting from thence
we called in on the same day at Assinee and
Bassar, towns situated on the shore, with fine
gandy beaches stretching away on both sides.
On the foilowing day we called in at Half
Jack, situated near a fine river; and here there
were many fine sailing vessels at anchor, and
gome coming and going. On the 4th we came to
anchor at Cape Palmas, the town of which is
built on a sharp pointed high hill, running out
into the sea.  Many of the houses, which
are light and airy structures, arc perched up on
the hill, and look very beantiful from the deck
of the steamer. 'I'here was also a very fine light-
house built ont on the rocks.  From thence we
started for Sinoe. Iere the country is flat or
level, with a fine sandy beach.  "T'rees and
brushwood grow abundantly along the sides of
the river and down to and along the shore.
Here we received another passenger, a white
a8 said to be the superintendent of
ld mines, and he brought with
Wﬂigl};illg 90 oz. On the
id Bassar, and mect the
rpool, and took
here is a fine
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8th, we were at Sierra Leone, and here I noticed

great activity and advancement. The country

round about is c.vered with nice green hills and
mountains, and the houses are pleasantly built on
them. There are many large, fine buildings
built for and used by the English Government,
who have vastly improved the place, and have
made splendid roads and streets. There are
also several large workshops, and the large
crane or winch at the landing station, opposite
the Government warchouse, seemed a very use-
ful and powerful machine in loading and
discharging cargoes quickly. It was a very
beautiful, calm day when we were there,
and the sea on the fine beach was as calm o8 a
river. Here you can land or come on hoard at
any time of the day or night, and never get wet
by the sea.  When I went orl shore it was just
the time of evening prayer, and I went in with
some people to St. George’s Cathedral. [t was
to me a very grand building, with stained win-
dows of different glasses, and a large bell which
strikes of itself by clock-work. 1 returned on
board at 8-30, pf)(':aﬂcd with this break in my
Jjourney, for there was very much to interest me
in the large number of sailing vessels, steamers,
and stcam. Jaunches. lHaving received cargo
on board, ten passengers came alongside, one of
themn being the Rev. Mr. Williams, a Wesleyan
missionary, and a lady teacher from one of the
native scﬁools, who brought a pianoforte withk
her. This was a pleasing addition to our com-
pany, for afterwards public worship was con-
ducted on board every Sunday, with good singing,
led by Miss Macartney. We steamed away
to Isles-de-loss; which we reached on the same

day, and made fast alongside an old American

=% 2
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hich we reccived fifty casks of gum.
peared very curious and stranie to
seemed like a lot of abrupt conical hills
ed together, with narrow dark paths
- through them, and the sea surrounding the
? ~ whole, 8o that a stranger could not tell the way
' to get in or out. But these islands were in-
.~ teresting because we were told they were the last
. land we shotld see for some time. Hitherto we
had been sailing along the coast, and almost
daily calling at one place or another, Now we
were going far out into the ocean, and would
not gee land—all would be sca.  And thus we
roceeded on for four days and nights over the

eep, wide, boundless sca.

Y Jenu, lover of my soul,
Let mo to Thy boxom fly,
While the nenrer waters roll,
While the tempest still is higl,
Hido me, O wy Suvionr, hide,
Till the storm of life"is pust,
Bufo into the haven guide,
0 reoeivo my soul at Inst,
COther refuge hinvo I nonie,
Hungs my helploss soul on Thee,
Lenve, oh | leave me not alone,
BLiil support and comfort me,
All my trust on Theo is stayod,
All my help from Thee T bring :
Cover my defonceless head
With tho ghadow of Thy wing.”
. Quite wiexpectedly to me, on the sixth day
at noon, w‘hl]st I was inside the saloon, I Leard
& cemmotion—a rapid tramp of feet—and then
loud and hearty s outs, “ Land! land!” I
hurried up on to the poop to enquire what was
; the matter, when a friend said to me, “ Look !
5 g‘lt you see something above the waters?”
1 sould net gee it ; it was too far off for my
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eyesight. “ Wait,” he said, “and 1 will bring
vou my spy-glass, and you will then szee it
plainly,” and he ran down into the saloon, and
returned with the glass, with which, when he had
handed it to me, and I had looked through it, I
beheld the top of a large mountain in the midst
of the sea. This was Grand Canary. The
steamer’s head was steadily pointed towards it,
and on the evening of the 17th May, and after
having been seven days out of sight of land, we
came close to it, and dropped anchor. And 1
thought it was grand! perhaps because I had
been so long on the sea, and was yearning for
the land, and because the place in itself was
most beaatifully situated in the midst of the
ocean; and all the houses being ulcanl[y painted,
and glistening white in the bright sunsaine, gave
me a great idea of beauty. 'The mountains, {rom
their base and half-way up, are covered with
trees and plantations, but beyond that, and to
their tops, they are bare and barren,
“ God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform ;

He plants Hig footsteps in the sea,
And rides upou the storm,"

We steamed away the same evening, and
‘day came to Teneriffe, which is another
mountain dropped down
, The tops of the
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On the 19th we reached Madeira in the
evening. 'This is another great mountain in
the ocean ; but it is larger and more beautiful
and more fruitful than the other two. 1 went
~ashore that night, thou%h it was after seven
o'elock, but it was as light as noonday, and
continued so as I passed leisurely through the
fine streets with their light houses, so that I
did not recoguise the night to be night, but
just as the day.

When we were about three days’ sail from
Liverpool we began to see lighthouse vessels
and iron buoys with bells and lights upon them,
and they are so anchored out in the sea that
they form a kind of road for the vessels to pass
in,” We had now been out from Madeira eight
days, and it was a great delight for us to reach
the river Mersey, at Liverpool, on the 27th day
of May, And oh! what a busy, wonderful
sight it was! Along the river sides are the
docks, and these were all full of steamers and
sailing ships; and their masts stood out like a
forest of trees with no leaves on them. And
the river, too, was full of vessels at anchor, and
moving constantly up and down and backwards
and forwards. I'saw a very large one with four
masts and four chimneys, and another one,
almost square, with pa({)dlcs. filled svith hun-
dreds of live cattle, bringing them over the
.wide and deep river. Indeed they appeared
to me in all sizes and in all shapes, and were
too wonderful for me to describe here, for I was

told there were about six thousand in and about
the river!
~ When we had cast our anchor in the river,
4 steami launch with two chimneys, called a
tender, came alongside (for our vessel was not

ey
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going into dock then), and received all our thirty-
two passengers and their luggage, and took us to
the landing stage, where we landed, and all
our boxes were taken into a large Government
room to be examined by the custom-house
officers. It was said there were 200 of them, all
dressed in uniform. The boxes are opened for
them, and they put their hands down into them

Rock Battery and Lighthouse, New Brighton, Liverpool,

to feel if there is anything that should pay the

customs duties, and when they find there is not,

they close the box and put a chalk mark upon

it, and you can then take it away and go to

your lodgings.

nd now, when the voyage was over and
‘dangers past, I f'zlt a deep sense of
my Heavenly Father for His kind

i
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ad often heard of the dangers
p sea—of thc strong and
that raised the waves mountains
e vessels plunging and labonring
raging elements, and the sailors
eir wits' end ; and I had an especial
the terrible Bay of Biscay! But we
me along our great journer as if we had
on a summer trip; and I had escaped
sea sickness and from all fear of danger.
~ uT'll praise my Maker while I've breath,

e Audpwhen my eyes are lost in death,

B Praige shall employ my nobler powers :
Fﬁ}_ My days of praise shall ne’er be past,
i While life, or thought, or being last,

Or immortnlity endures.”

ool I thought it was a feast day, because
py man and women [ met appeared so well
‘nicely dressed. NSo [ asked what feast it
0-day that caused everybody to be dressed
nd walking about. But I was quickly told
not a feast, but the usual style and cus-
of the place, and that it anyone would dare
without being dressed, they would be
ed by the Government, The next day
I went out I saw it was just the same, and
) ntimbers of Iadies, very grandly dressed,
walking about, and stopping to look in the
- windows of the various shops.
reata are very broad, and arve divided
ito three parts. The middle is made
ing stones, with sand and tar run
m, to make them smooth and
the part for the horses, carts,
side of this is a wide walk
' the. people only
bt
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to walk on.  Many big coaches called “ omni-
buses,” with three and four horses drawing
them, run constantly to all parts of the town
and to the villages, and the people get inside
and on the top. Besides, there are dark streets
used only by the railways, that go under the
other streets, and they too are crowded with
passengers.

Liverpool is a very large city. The length
of it, I consider, will be as far as from Addah

Washington Hotel, Liverpool,

to Weycoomaber, and the breadth from Addah
to Lolonar, all thickly covered with houses, It
would be two days of African travel to go from
one end to the other.

On the first Sunday I was there I went to
worship in the Presbyterian Church, Mount
Pleasant, which is near to where I lodge.



~ When I went in; I saw a large body of hearers,
all the sea hn;tmd full, l;.gnd the chapel will
w0ld 2,000 people. The church was quite
different to any I had ever seen in Africa
“and for the first time in my life I saw and heard
an organ 1 had only known it by its name
before. &'be minister came in and went up the
stairs into the pulpit, and gave out the number
of the hymn that had to be sung. Then the or%an
ently and sweetly played over the tune that
gad to be sung to the hymn. It seemed to me
like low and silvery voices. Then the organist
pulled out the stops, and played with force and
power, and all the people sang together with it,
that the sound filled all the church, and it was
like as if the angels were singing above. Oh! all
my body tremb%ed, and I wanted no one to tell
me that God was there, The devout and attentive
manner in which all the people behaved, both
reat and small, was clear evidence to me that
it was God's house.
~On the second BSunday, I attended the
Methodist Free Church, Russell Street. 1t was
the Babbath School Anniversary, and all the
Beholars were arranged on a platform, and sang
hymns that they had been trained to sing, accom-
nnied by the organ, and oh! how sweet and
autiful they did seem to me! Moreover, I felt
niiore at ease and at home here, for I knew some
of the tunes and the hymns; and their way of
conducting the service is similar to that of the
Wesleyans on the Coast. I made many friends
in this place of worship. - They came to me after
the service, and gave me a most friendly invita-
tion to dine with the minister at the house of
! nl'f J. Loovey, Mount Vernon Green, and I
spent a most pLunt aud enjoyable day with the




family. Mr. George Quilliam, watch manu-
facturer, of Elizabeth Street, was exceedingly
kind and obliging, and I am proud to rank him
amongst my friends.

When I first came to my lodgings at 24
Oxford Street, Liverpool, I was very awkwar
and shy, but I tried to conceal my ignorance
and ask no questions. When I first went into
my bedroom, I did not know how to put the gas
out, so I blew at it, and put it out! and got into
bed, and fell fast asleep! Now I had done a
very dangerous thing, and it was by God's
providence that T had been preserved. Early
the next moraing, iy landlady, Mrs. Lyle, rose
up in great haste an({ alarm, and began to speak
loud, and say that the house was full of gas!
and she came trembling to my room door, and
said, “Mr. Ocansey, did you blow out the gas
last night?”’ I said, “ Yes, [ did.” She ex-
claimed, * Good God!” and she continued, *‘I
thank God that after that you did not strike or
scrateh a match, for if you had, the house would
have been blown to pieces, and all in it killed.
Do you not know that gas is as dangerous as
gunpowder?” 1 was amazed, and had to con-
fess that I did not know how to put it out. Bhe
then called me to look near to the pipe, and
shewed me a small screw fastened into it, and
she said, “ When you want to put out the gas
again, don’t blow at it, but turn the screw this
way, and it will go out without danger.” |
then thanked her, and asked her if there were
any other dangerous inkings in the room ? but
she said there was nothing more.

Ou Bunday, the 26th of June, I visited the
Blue-coat Hchool, where many young orphan
boys and girls are taken in and educated. After




live, I went into their church to
service. It was a large building,
le of holding 2,000 persons, besides all the
at Scholars, which number about 300,
00 lady teachers, singers, and servants.
chureh was very full, and T was told the
wle come to hear the singing, which is very
for the scholars are well trained. After
 the people were all seated, the organist came in,
‘and began to play a soft, sweet exercise, which
1 thought to be part of the service. The pulpit
was there, but there was no one in it, and I
began to feel uncasy about the minister—why
dlg he delay? had he not arrived ? was he
taken il1? Still the organist went on playing
what appeared a long time, But see ! now he
pulls out the stops of the-organ, and: rises to his
exercise with great cnergy, and changes the
gound of the organ until it 1s Jike a large band
of music marching. [ could hardly think it was

~ the organ, for 1 thought [ heard many instru-
‘ments, and the drums beating, and it swelled
louder and louder in great deep tones until the
wlgee shook with the sound, Fhen he played a
fine march, and the scholars, boys and girls,
: came marching in, two by two, so close that
~ they touched cach other in walking, and kept
'rlﬂs.ﬁo the music most correctly.  Oh how nice

~ and pleasant it was, and how clean and healthy
ey M:Illl alppem‘edl Nothing pleased me more
ik iy

ge white broad collars over their

‘v‘-“

- fiecks, They came marching ov through the

middle of the Church with steady, solid step to

- the tones of the drum-playing organ. Then one

ttle boy, about ten years of age, ascended into

T pulpit, and taking the bymn-book, gave out
1

1%, Bt

F ‘*ﬂn

and inspecting the apartments
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like an aged minister, Then the
 preparing his stops, began to play,
e people rise and ping—

# Before Jehovah's awful throne,

Yo nations, bow with sacred joy ;

Know that the Lord is God alone,
He can create and He destroy.”

After that, twelve boys came forward in a
line just before the organ and ({)ulpit, and one
of them, taking a book called a Catechism,
asked the others a great many questions, which
they answered very willingly, and with great
abfﬁty. 'I'hen six girls came forward, and they
were asked many questions out of the Bible, and
they also answereg very correctly and cleverly.
A colleetion was then made, and afterwards a
hymn sung, and the little boy gave the bene-
diction. 'Then, without the least noise or con-
fusion, they form into procession, and march ont
to the sound of the organ. We followed them,
and passed through their eating rooms. Their
evening meal was then prepared and on the
tables; their bread on wooden plates, and their
tea and milk in tin cups, I was told that they
were all poor and destitute children that were
taken in, who had no father or mother, and that
the expense of keeping them is defiaycd by some
of the people of the city, who give yearly sub-
_ soriptions, as they think fit.
' Bunday, the 1st of July, I attended the
Methodist Iree Church, Russell Street, and
- then I noticed thu} there were two ministers in
the pulpit. One, a gentleman, gave out the
hymns, prayed, and read two lessons from the
ible. ' ‘Then he retived, and a lady came for-
ward, Miss Pooke, about thirty years of age,
dressed plainly in black, audy iooking very
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modest, but very earnest, and gave out her text
from the Bible, and began to preach in a fluent
and excellent style, equal to the best of ministers
on ‘“ Abraham offering up Isaac, or persona{
sacrifices for God.” _

Liverpool, I have said, is a 1ar%e (i)lace,
with crowds of people. Down by the docks,
and near to where we landed, are the mer-
chants' offices, very fine, large buildings, built

M Port and Made
13 Tdiverpool.

of stone and marble, and five and six stories
high.  The streets are wide and thronged
with crowds of people, looking wide awake and
earnest, and walking fast, and hurrying about
as if they had a great deal of business to do in
~a little time. Every house seemed to be a
place of business, and all the shops were well &
stocked with all kinds of fine things. At night

the streets are all lighted up with numerous

r
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lectric lights, and are as bright as
, were day. _

~ I found they had been declared bankrupt, and

that the 17th of June had been appointed for
the meeting of their creditors. This was terrible
news. 1 felt my heart sink, and I could not
eat for three days, I thought of my dear father
and the heavy loss he would sustain of £2,678
11s. &d., besides all the delay in the enlarge-
ment of his business for want of the steam
launch, for which he had already paid, and
~ which ought to have been out and in full
working order. I now found that T could do

nothing but wait and attend the meeting of

ereditors,  But I remembered that I had busi-
ness in London, and on the Tth of June I
decided to visit that great city to sce some of
‘my firm's n%ent.& At eleven o’clock in the
morning we left Lime Street Station, Liverpool,
and arrived in Kuston Square Station, London,
at 8-60 in the. afternoou, travelling at some
times at the rate of sixty miles in one hour!
When [ first went into the railway train, |
observed they were like great coaches, mounted
on springs, with strong, heavy wheels.  Six
persons can sit side by side in a row, and they
are 80 high that a man can stand upright with
‘his hat on and not touch the top. The seats
_are oushioned, and the carviages have large,
- strong glass windows at cach end, and a lamp
ot the top to give light when they are rushing
~ through the dark tanuels. Rome carriages will
omrry fifty or more persons, and the carriages
can be hooked on, one after the other, accord-
ing to the number of passengers. A large and

day following my arrival, I make |
es about Hickson, Sykes & Co., and then |

&
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owerful engine, with fires burning inside, was
astened to the front of the carriages. The
steam was coming out of the top, or chimney,
with great force and noise. After 1 had been
inside, and secured my scat, I came out and
stood on the platform, near to the door, to look
at the large station, and all the people coming
and going, and I was greatly astonished to see
so large a place. You can walk about for half-
an-hour before you can go all round it; and
yet this vast place is all covered over with a
glass roof, supported and held up by iron beams
and pillars, -~ Whilst I was gazing about a
gentlemen came up, dressed in a blue suit, with
silver buttons. I thought he was a soldier; but
he shouted out, *Take your seats, gentlemen;
show your tickets.” 1 irrnne(lint(ﬁy jumpec
inside, and he took my ticket and made a small
cut in it, and then shut the door with a loud
bang. [ then heard a bell ring. and the engine
gave a loud sereech, or whistle, and began to,
move very slowly at first, Lut gradually in-
creased in speed, and we shot into a dark tunnel,
which is made under the houses for about
two miles, until we came out into the light
in the conntry., I was bewildered with the
motion of the carriages, and the great noise
they made in rushing through the tunmel.
The carriages were certainly very comfortable,
and, the lamp in the top gave us good light,
But it was pleasant to break out into the
| e again. Then I settled and composed
» out of the window on the
wold! all the trees ofih-e field
B Lol asd
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shed and pushed away
‘we went dashing along
ea, and through the midst
md over high bridges, and
of deep tunnels, with such a
could not hear the sound of
yoice. As I looked out on the country
d very green and beautiful. There were
attle in the fields; and all the land is
d by hedges, and long lines of bushes and
trees, sz were many houses and towns all
the way, and large factories with long chimneys.
After we had been flying along in this way
for more than four hours, the train began to
get quiet and to go slower, until it stopped;
and a man, dressed as an officer, came and
violently opened. the door,, and shouted out,
“Tickets, please!” and he took them from us;
then I knew I was in the great city of London !
But Thas not tired of the journey, it was so
Floua.nt, and so short a time in coming such a [
onlg' distance,
consider the distance from [Liverpool to
London to be equal in length as from Addak
to Cape Coast Onstle, and that jowrney by land
tukes us fourteen days, and now I have travelled
it in four hours and half!
- Ohy I do pray that I may live to see onc of
- these ruilways on the West Coast of Africa!
L & saving of time and trouble it will be to
Africans, who have to make their long
ngrneyl on foot, carrying their
on their heads, under a broiling,
1l may God look down in
ber for good the poor Afri-
ay enjoy the benefits
of knowledge an

w
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civilization! Oh! that they would consider and
be wise, and rise up like the prodigal son, and
say, “I will arise and go to my Father, and will
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before thee, and am no more worthy
to be called thy son; make me as one of thy
bired servants.” And God, our merciful Father,
will in no wise cast us out; but He will,
instead of servants, make us as His dear children.
I have had conversations with many intelli-
gent, high-minded Christian people in England,
and they all say that the improvement of the
“white man is derived from nothing but the Word
of God. Africa, [ hope, will not cast away this
most sacred, precious Word, which is now being
preached amongst them in very many places by
white men. Iu some Ylnccs it has been preached
for fifty years, in cthers forty, thirty, twenty,
and ten years, and in all it has produced some
%n'ecious fruit. OL! may the knowledge of the

sord spread over Africa as the waters cover
the great deep! 'Then shall Africa find out her
great wealth and riches,—then will the earth
yield her inscrease, and God, even our God,
shall bless us.

‘“ Come home, come home, you are weary at heart ;
For the way has been dark, and so lonely and wild ;
Oh! prodigal child, come home, oh ! come home |

Comwe home, come home, oh! c¢omo home,

“ Come home, come home, from the sorrow and blame,
From the sin and the shame, and the tempter that smiled ;
Oh! prodigal child, come home, oh! come home ! "'

Africa is rising—she is lifting up her head,
and the light is spreading. Not many years
and but few Africans came to Hurope,

‘who did were generally from Sierra
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:
' and conunected with the government.
But now native African traders and their sons
ym far away up the coast come on their own
s and the kindness shown to them is so
at that they are filled with pleasure and
“gratitude. They are taken to see anything that
15 useful and profilable, and they are improved
~ and not spoiled. When the}y return to their
fiiends and neighbours, they have very much to
say, and are listened to with respect and
confidence. Then their people are proud and
leased that the English have respected them ;
and they are far more ready to accept English
ways and customs. And thus, little by little,
Africa will be changed, as England was changed;
for she too hag come out of the darkness into

Glod’s marvellous light. )

When I got out from the railway train at
Fuston Square, in London, there was great con-
fusion nn(ﬁ noise, and 1 was for a little time
bewildered where to go or what to do. But I went
out into the street with the other people, and to

. an hotel quite near. I then wrote to my fricnd
- to say that I had arvived, and would he kindly
gond or eall for me. 'T'here was no answer
that night, but early the next morning a gentle-
man and a carringo with two horses came for

me, and I was very glad, for I thought I would

- be lost if no one came. We drove off to a
railway station, and we went down many steps

in a dark tunnel lit up with many lumps.  The

~ train eame, and we got in and went off wuder
e tlw sireets of London.  When the train stopped,
- We got out and went up many steps, and then
| got into the streets of the city; and o, what a

08¢ and commotion! I wasstartled. Thestreets
1l f’*ﬁh carriages, omnibuses, tramway
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cars, horses and carts of all kinds and sizes, and &
so close together that we could not pass through =~
them. T?lousands of them came on and on
without end. And the sides of the streets are
just as thronged with people, many thousands,
all walking fast, and pushing and crushing, that
they would knock you down by coming against
you if you were not careful and watchful. We
pressed our way amongst and through them,
until we came to my friend’s office in Watling
Street.

My business kept e till six o’clock in the
evening, when I had to returny but I was not
going back by the same way that I came in the
morning, for my friend had engaged apartments
for me at 28, Finsbury Square:  So the gentle-
man who was directing me took me to see a
very wonderful clock, such as I had never seen or
thought of before.  The clock is erected on the
top of a very high house, and it has four faces
to tell the time; above the clock faces there
are large bells, and behind them four men, made
of metal, stand ready with their arins uplifted,
and hammers in their hands, to strike the hours.
One of the faces shows the time in England, the
second in Egypt, the third in America, and the
fourth in Africa. It wanted five minutes to the
hour, and there was a large crowd of people
gathered, all looking up. I stopped, and asked,
what was the matter? Then my friend explained
about it, and whilst he was speaking, the hour
arrived, and the men, with their hammers,
struck the large bells that gave out a loud and
pleasant sound.

Haviug arrived at my lodgings, my friend
bade me good-bye, and I went in and had ray
tea, and ftook it with ease, and spent much
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- singers, all arrayed in white robes, together

time M it, so that T began to think it was

time to go to bed, but it was not dark, the sun
was still in the heavens. I then read and
lounged about. On looking at my watch I saw

it was nine o'clock. “What a curious country

this is!”" Isaid; “there seems to be no night.
In my home in Africa the night begins to come
on always, all the year round, by five q’c]oc;k,
and it is quite dark at six; but now it is half-
past ten, and the day is not entirely gone !

On the following morning it was arranged to
take me to see Bt. Paul’s Cathedral. We walked
along through the crowdqd streets until we came
to a large square; and in it, and almost filling
it, but just leaving a road right around it, was
a very largc clmpe]. I was quite astonished
when 1 saw it; | could not take it all in with
my eye at the first. My friend, who was always
watehing me to see if’ I noticed things, looked
curiously at me, and then he said, “This is
Bt. Paul's Cathedral, the largest in England.”
There were steps all round it, leading to the
entrance doors, Bo we went up into the first hall,
which is exceedingly wide and large.  There
I saw long rows of chair scats, marked i T Y,
to Z. The front of the pulpit contains 100
chairs, marked A; the left side 100 chiairs,
marked B; the right side 100 chairs, marked (!
and thus they continue in hundreds until they
come to Z.

The service was very grand. There was a
number of men and boys, called choristers, or
with about twenty-four aged ministers, some of
them being very old, mlf who also wear white
garments, and they all have to attend to e
worship morning and evening

an
ighty God,
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“ Who are these arrayed in white,
Brighter than the noonday sun ?
Foremost of the sons of light !
Nearest the Eternal Throne.

“ These are they who bore the Cross,
Nobly for the Master stood ;
Sufferers in His righteous canse,
Followers of the dying Lord.

“ Qut of great distress thay came,
Washed their robes by faith below
In the blood of yonder Lamb,
Blood that washes white as snow.
¢ Thercfore are they next the Throne,
Serve their Maker day and night ;
God resides amongst His own,—
God does in His saints delight."

We sat down to worship with them, for my
soul was thirsting for the living God, and the
time went very quickly past? The service
consists in reading portions of the Bible that
are arranged for the day, chanting the Psalms,
reading prayers and singing hymus, accom-
panied with the powerful organ, that almost
speaks the words in many tones, which are
changed by the stops, sometimes loud and
swelling, and at other times soft and low.

After the service, we were then allowed by
the door-keeper to go inside and sce the pictures
and the monwments, and the statues, or marble
figures of 8t. Paul, 8t. Peter and St. John, with
many other modern and heloved men, as well
as captaing and commandeis in the army and
navy who died in the wars,

After that, another guide came and took us
up many stairs to see the galleries. One is
called the whispering gallery; and if you go
and put your face to the wall and speak very
low in a whisper, it can be heard away off at
the other end quite plainly. We then went up

-~



‘to the second gallery, and
to the third, w%ere we saw
nd the bells. There is still a
which leads to the dome of the
Ihere is a walk all round on the
rails to keep you safe; and from
) de gallery you can see all the great
ity of London, and far beyond. But I declined
- to go there, for already my legs began to shake
‘as if I had gone too far, So we descended
again until we reached the street. Here I
noticed a carriage, with a large cask on i,
drawn by a large, fat horse. At the back of
the cask was an iron pipe going across, and
holes made in it right along. Whilst T was
looking, the man sitting in the front pulled a
string, and all the water shot cut of the iron
pipe at the back, and came down like rain on
the streets. I said to my companion, “What
is that man and his horse trying to do, wetting
all the streets like that?’ He said, “ Did you
- never sce that before?  That is to keep the
dnst from blowing into our eyes and dirtying
our clothes.”
As 1 passed along the streets, I noticed the
people looking at me very carnestly.  The
‘lmas’l boys especially would stand and stare,
and would sometimes call out to me, *“ [Holloa!
blacky, ean’t you wash your face before you
come out in the morning, and make it white ? ”
! My companion kindly said, ** You must not take
natice of them, because they do not know any
: bﬂ‘.ﬂl’»”
~ Thenext morning, my kind friend came again
e at my lodgings, and we went to see the
nes Embankmnent, a long, strong wall built
the river, X We there saw Cleopatra’s

rr e
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Needle, a long upright monument made of
marble, and lately brought from Egypt. We
then went into the Houses of Parliament, but
the members were not there; and we erossed
the road and went into Westminster Abbey,
which is a grand church, where they bury the
kings and queens and all the great men of
England: Their monuments are all round on
the walls, and are very interesting. We also
visited Buckingham Palace, one of the resi-
dences of the Queen; and Marlborough House,
the residence of the Prince of Wales; and
closed a heavy day’s work by going to Madame
Tussaud’s wax-work exhibition, All the figures
were dressed up like living men and women.
The following day was entirely spent in the
Crystal Palace, a very largé colleciion of
buildings all covered m by glass roofs. The
inside is full of wonders; so many that I am
bewildered when I think of them, and I really
canuot deseribe them. There were all kinds of
machines working away as if they were in a
factory. [ stayed all the day ]()()[Zing first at
one thing and then another, and yet they said I
had not seen half of what there was in, At nine
o'clock we all went outside of the building to
sce the fireworks, which appeared to me very
curious, grand, and frightful.  Altogether i was
eight days in London, and every day | wag out
sceing some grand thing, until T got as tired as
if I had been on a long, weary journey.

London is a very great place; [ thought far
too big and confusing, and I would not like to -
stay there. T was glad, therefore, to come back
to Liverpool and be quiet.

My friends in Liverpool are very kind to me,
and often ask me to their private houses. |
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went with one friend, and he introduced me to
his family, one little boy and two girls. During
the eveming, one of the little yirls, about six
years of age, came and said to me, * Mr. Ocan-
sey, I wish when yeu go back to Africa that
you would send your little black boy here, and
ther: he could carry my books to school for
me.” ' ‘I'he father said, ‘*“ Mary, my love, what
are you sayinﬁ? Buppose 1 give you to Mr.
Qeansey, and he will take you to Africa, and
then you will have to carry the books for the
black boy ?” 8he looked round smart, and said,
“Put I shall not go to Africa, the sun will
make me a black girl, and you said just now
that they have no good echools in Africa.”

On another occasion, as I was going with a
friend to his home, we had to go down a street
leading to the docks, when a poor white boy
came and ran along with us, and sometimes
before us, begging for a penny. He looked so
beseechingly, and begged so strongly, that 1
gaid to him, ** What is it you want?”  1le said,
A penny, please!” And I was just going to
give him one when my friend said, ““No! do
not do it; you encourage begging, and we want
to put it down; for no one in England need beg
in the street if they are honest and willing to
work.” But the boy still followed us, and he
looked so miserable that I gave him a penuy,
and then he left us with his thanks. f

My friend now explained to me that every
man who lives in a house in England is taxed
every year to keep the poor, and the sick, and

e eripples in a large houge called a workhouse,
and that when that is too full they give 1s., 2s.,
or 8a. or more per week to the poor people to
keep them in their own houses. And he said
N e
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they that follow you and beg are idle and very
bad): and ought not to be helped, for they spend
it in strong drink, and the parents of those
ragged children are somewhere near, and take

the money from them.

s = _niben /v:

I'he Runday mornings in [iverpool are very
pleasant to me. There are a great many
churches, with beautiful swect Lells, and these
all commence to ring and mix their gounds on
the Sabbath morning, and they are sweet musie
to me, and make me long to worship God.

¢« While in joyful chorus
Chime the Sabbath bells,
Let us seek the temple
Where our Father dwells ;
Bending there before Him,
Ask for grace divine,
Light of hope eternal,
In our hearts to shine.




eleome day, holy day, y
Hear the passing moments gently say,
ateh and pray, watch and pray,
Come to Jesus, come away.
«Day of rest from labour,
Pure and tranquil rest ;
Day of sweet refreshing,
&y our Father blest.
May our soul’s devotion
]zindle while we sing
" Praiso to Him who made it,
Praise to God our King !

i Wolcome day, holy day,
Henr the passing moments gently say,
« Watch and pray, watch and pray,
Come to Jesus, como away.”"”

When I knew that the trial in which I was
concerned would be delayed until the end of
July, T felt depressed as to what I ghould do in
the interval to fill up my time. I thought I
«hould be killed by idleness, or lost for some-
thing to do. But every day I find too short to
do wghat] would like ; nnJylny [inglish friends
wy they will teach me to combine business with
Jeasure, But I say it is all pleasure, and not

usiness to me.

One day [ arranged to visit Manchester with
my friend Mr. Wood, of the firm of Mesars.
Fdwards Brothers, and we went on the same
railway that took me to London, but after we had
gone on the line {or some distance, there was a
ptu‘ting in the rails which branched off to Man-
chester, and we ran on them, and got from Liver-
pool te Manchester in forty-five minutes, When
we eame near to the city, I looked out of the
window, und 1 saw that the railway was very
high up on large arches above the houses, and
that we looked down on their roofs and on their
chimneys. All about, for u very long distance,
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there were great, tall, brick-built chimneys
standing up like a forest of trees, but all sending
out clouds of black smoke and steam. T thought
the people would have to hold their breath in
such dense, thick, black smoke, same as our
eople do when they go down in the water; but
when I left the carriages, and got into the city,
I found no smell of smoke—all was pleasant.
_ At twelve o’clock at noon I was in the streets,
when I heard a great many bells ringing, and 1
looked about to see if there was a fire some-
where. l'hen the gates of the factories opened
quickly, and there was a great crowd of people
running and pushing with all their might to get
out, and then I concluded the fire must be there,
and that they are escaping for their lives, and |
think | shall have to run too; but I enquired
what was the matter, and I was told, *“Oh, it
is only meal-hour,” or dinner-time; all the
people were going to “chop,” as we say in
Africa, for one hour. Manchester is also a very
large city ; as large, 1 am told, as Liverpool,
but the people are not so much in the streets —
they work in the mills and factories.

After our business was done, we went to see
the Zoological Gardens, which are about two
miles from the city. It was a new and strange
sight to me —it was wonderland! The gardens
were beautifully laid out, and then there was a
large coliection of wild living birds and beasts,
such as I had never seen before. We had to
pay at the gate to get admission into the gardens,
but afterwards we could walk about wherever
we pleased. All the birds and the wild beasts
were in large cages with strong iron bars, and
men called keepers are appointed to look after

them, und to feed them. You have to buy a

¥
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small book as you enter, called a guide;
and it tells you the name of everything in the
ardens, andy where you can find them. The
ook shewed us that there were 164 cages to
be seen, Some of the animals were like what
I had seen in Africa, but most of them were
new and strange to me, and came from England,
and from far-off countries. We came to a large
house in the gardens, and it was called the
elepbant house, and there I saw two large Indian
Elephants. [ was greatly pleased with their
gize and with their wisdom, They moved their
long trunks about from one side to another
amongst the people as thougl they were begging
or asking for something.  And the people, and
sometimes little children, gave them biscuits,
which they quickly twisted into their large
mouthe s and sometimes they got money, and
{;ut it into a box, but the money slipped down
eside the man who sold the biscuits, and he
gave the elca)lmntﬂ the number of biscuits the
money would buy, and they knew how many
they should have, and would wait for and insist
on the right number. I was also greatly pleased
with the seals from the Polar seas. They have
fuces like a dog, with large sparkling eves, and
very smooth, tuily, glossy skins.  They dive
down in the water, and keep down a long tine,
and then when thcy YOp up tho_y can spring on
to the rocks pr 1‘0(* for them, and move about
with their flappels;<which arce like feet. The
keepers buy dead fisu for them, and throw them
into the water, but the seals watch them coming
and catoh them as they touch the water, they
are 8o quick, 1 was well pleased with what T
snw, but it would take a long time to look care-
fully ut everything; besides, we were hurried

RS
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to see the grand fireworks, which were very
wonderful ; but perhaps I could not better
describe it than by copying the advertisement
¢xplaining it:—

MESSRS. DANSON’S

Entirely New Colossal Open-air Picture
OF THE

Bay and Town of Navarino,

WITH THE
DISTAHT MOUNTAINS OF THE MOREA,
SHEWING THE
Allied Squadrons of England, France, and Russia,
Under the Command of ADMIRAL ('ODRINGTON, and repre-

sonting the Shipg of the three Great Powers arrayed jn line of
Battle againgt the combined IMleets of

SRNIRAISSONYE A INID). B Gy BT,

Every Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday, at dnsk, during the
season, to October 17th inclusive, will be depicted the Grand
Naval Spectucle of the

Baftle of DNavarino,

FOUAHT ON THE 20th 0CTOBER, 1627.

The Brilliant Spectacle will represent the Greaf, 8hips of War

taking up their various positions ; the Pouring in of Broadside

after Broadside ; the Boarding of the Enemy's Ships amidat the

smoke and fire from the burning vessels ; the explosion of
Magazines, &c.. ending in the

Total Destruction of the Turkish Fleet.

The whole coneluding with a Grand Pyrotechnic Device repre-
senting the Shield and Trident of Neptune, the Caduceus of
Mercury, and the Shield, Spear, and Hcelmet of Britannia,
viiblematic of the Commerce and Naval Power of Britain,

Terminating with a Transparent Portrait
ADMIRAL CODRINGTON,
Surrounded with a Wreath of Oak Lesgy,
fInd the $Motto “ Pritannia Fuley the Wabes,”

The whole of the Picture has been painted and the spee-
tacular pyrotechuic effects designed and arranged by the
Messrs, Danson, of London,
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On another day, my friend Mr. M. Herschell
arranged for me to %o to Southport, which is
about twenty miles from Liverpool. Starting
from the Exchange Station we reached it in one
hour. I was told that but a few years since all
the land was wild sandhills, but they hiave been
cleared away, and a beautiful large town is
now built, and many families from Liverpool,
Manchester and other towns come to live here
for their health j for there are no factories and
no smoke, therefore abundance of pure air,
Many thousands of people will come in the
railway traing in the morning and remain but
one day to refresh themselves, and then go
home at night, The streets are all very wide,
clean and straight; and the houses facing the
sea are very high and have muuy rooms, which
are hired and paid for by the strangers that
come to stay a short time for their pleasnre.
The way in which the town lics on the banks
of the river Mersey brought to my recollection
purt of West Africa, say from Addah to
Argrarvay ; but here at Southport there were
no trees and bushes by the rviver side as there are
in Africa.  But the place is very pretty indeed,
and there is a long pier, or stage, supported on
iron pillars, running far into the sca.  There
is a little railway on this stage, or pier, and
you can ride upon it, or you can \\'nfk down ;
nnd if you feel it is too long you can sit down
on the wooden benches, or in the little shelter
- houses, When the tide goes back, then a large
~ put of the beach is bare and dry; and the

* people bring out horses and donkeys for hire,
ery ligtle ehildven, and boys and girls, as
| women, pay their money and
king a rvide, I saw also
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that they had boats mounted on four wheels,
and the people pay twopence and elimb into
them. Then the sails are hoisted, and the wind
makes them run on the dry sand just like as if
they were in the water! There were also
steam launches to take the people out to sea on
pleasure, for sixpence.

The beach and the river side were crowded
with people out enjoying. themselves, and it
seemed to me very gay and pleasant, There
was also plenty of music.

After we had been on the beach a long time,
we came back into the town, and again I was
oreatly pleased to sce the very long streets, and
to notice the beautiful, sweet flowers that were
srowing in the little gardens in front of the
honses, AThere 18 a grand building, covered in
with glass roofs, and warmed by iron pipes,
through which hot water is forced. It is called
thie * Winter Gardens,” because in the winter
time in Eneland, when all the trees are bare,
and all the ground barren and covered with
snow, inside of this building, or garden, all the
Alrvican flowers and trees are in full bloom, and
the people come in and are warmed, and enjoy
the beautiful- sight.  Southport is not a trade
town like Liverpool or Manchester, but a town
of pleasure and refreshment for the summer time,
Many gentleinen come from it to Liverpool for
business every day, and [ saw some of them
arrange themnselves in parties of four and play
cards, and I thought l'aillway travelling is indeed
very pleasant; for in Africa, when a man is
tn‘;welling, where can he put his heavy load
down and play cards, and still be travelling 7

On returning, my friend asked me to go with
him to his home, and we were walking up the

b ol
ke
il
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streets to Everton Valley, when I saw a crowd
of people gathered toget{xer looking at some-
thing on the ground. I pushed in amongst
them, and then I saw a man who had taken too
much drink, or spirits, and he could not stand
up or walk; and the policeman came and pulled
him up and dragged him to the lock-up, or jail,
until the morning, when he would then be
brought before the magistrates ; and it was said
they would fine him five shillings and costs for
being drunk. Well, I thought, I have been
here two months, and I ﬁave secen many
thousands of Engl’ish people, and this is the
only one I have seen drunk and iucapable;
whereas, if I had been in Africa, I coulld sec
a dozen or more men drunk every day. Yes,
in Africa we have too much drink, and that is
one thing we must try to cure, or clse our
])(2()})10 will not rise to be a great people.

The street cries of Liverpool have puzzled
and amused me very much. One morning I
heard quite an alarm and loud shouting. |
_jumped up from the breakfast table, and said,
“ Now, there is a row, and so early in the
morning I But when I looked out I saw two
strong, stout old women, with large baskets on
their heads, shouting with all their strength
something that did not appear to me as English,
but as my native tongue, and 1 thought they
said  Muhoohoo ! and sung it loud and long
But the door of the house opposite opened, and
the servant looked out, and the women were
~watching for someone to buy, and they saw
her, and went and put down their baskets at
hier feet on the steps, and then I saw that one
basket swas full of fish, and the other of vege-
tables, which they wanted to sell,
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A few days after I had been in Liverpool,
and was walking down the streets, a small boy
ran up to me, and touched his cap to salute
me. L thought, perhaps, he knew me. He
then pointed down to my boots, and I looked
down too, for I began to be uneasy, thinking
there was something wrong with my feet; but
the boy continued touching his cap and point-
ing to my boots, and crying out ‘‘ Shine, sir!”
“Rhine, sir; only a penny!” Then I saw he
had blacking and brushes, and a little stand to
rest the foot on; and he wanted to earn a penny
by blacking my boots !

In the afternoons, and evenings especially,
quite a large number of small boys and girls
are in the streets sclling newspapers  And
they are very quick, un({’ wateli every person
going up or down the street to sce if they
will buy one. Now I like the newspaper. [t
15 a luxury to me as it is to the white man. It
15 very cheap, and contains much information
from all parts, and about many things. Then
I thought [ would buy one, and I put my hand
in my pocket to sce if [ had a copper. Instantly
the boys and girls detected my intention, and
Lalf-a-dozen came bounding towards me, and
thrusting their papers at me, said, “ Please buy
from me!” * Please take mine; I saw you first |”
and I could hardly get away from them.

On the 14th of July, the African steamer
* Lualaba,” arrived in Liverpool from the West
Coast of Africa; and 1 learned on looking
over the names of the passengers that Mr.
Christian Jacobson, of Quitta, was a passcnger
on board Mr. Jacobson is the companion of
my youth, my best friend, and a relative of the
Ocansey family. I lost no time, therefore, in



wi to the steamer, but all the passengers

iad gone ashore, and gone away into the city.

So I had to begin to enquire all about * where

had Mr. Jacobson gone to ?” and at last I found
Lim at the Alexandra Hotel, Dale Strect. And
lie had been making many enquiries after me,
so that when we saw each other we were glad
indeed, and’ thanked God together for His
journeying mercies and kind protection. And
now, with my friend’s presence, [ began to fecl
quite at home and comfortable, for he came to
my lodgings to live with me, and he tells me all
the latest news of my family. Ile is the first
native of Quitta who has visited Europe.  May
hie be the forerunner of many hundreds !

After our first salutations averc over, then, to
my great sorrow, I learned that he had come
on a similar miserable business as mysclf,
namely, to try to recover a bad debt,

[t appears that Mr. Jacobson had been trad-
ing with Messrs. Taylor & Co., of 72, Virginia
Street, Glasgow, and had consigned to them
Arican produce to the value of £183. l-
mediately after they had reccived the produce
aud realised cash for it, than the firm failed,
without sending Mr. Jacobson money or goods.
But they wrote a letter to him saying that they
had an_account due to them by some people in
Girand Bassar, on the Coast of Africa, and that
it Mr. Jacobson could get that account he

E wight pay himself; and, if Le could not, then
A Id give it into the hands of their agents
Lieone, and, if they got it, then M,

ld be paid ! éow, Mr. Jacobson

8t venturing out into trade
wruel that he should meet

ly and suffer so great
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a loss, on the doorstep of his life. To ask him,
who lives at Quitta, to collect another man’s
account from the people at Grand Bassar, is
adding insult to injury. It takes the mail
steamer sixteen days to go from Quitta to Grand
Bassar ! and the Quitta people have no dealings
with them. Mr. Jacobson was advised by his
friends to go with the steamer to Sierra Leone,
and there sce the agents of Messrs. Taylor & Co.
who would know more about the account, and
the likelihood of obtaining it from the people
indebted. Put when he called upon themn they
said they could not help him, for at Grand
Bassar there was no British protection, and if
they went or sent to demand the debt they
would be sure to be killed or robbed ! So Mr.
Jaeobson eame on to England, and he wrote to
Messrs. Taylor & Co. to say that he had arrived
and that he would call upon them for his
account.  But they sent a letter back at once,
saying that they had nothing to do with their
past affaivs; that they had paid a part or com-
position to those who would reccive it, and as
to his account they still expected it would be
got from the people of Grand Bassar, and they
could say no ‘more as to that matter, but if Mr,
Jacobson would send them any more produce
they wouald do well for himi! This letter came
to him from Glasgow to Liverpool on Monday
cvening, and when it was read we both sorrowed
greatly, and could not go out to fulfil an invita-
tion. e has not only lost his £183, but he
has paid £54 for his return ticket, and loses his
valuable time, and receives a deep wound in his
trading experience that will fill him with sus-
picions all his life. White men who act so0
unrighteously do a great injury to their race,
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aid to send our goods to them;
ta protect, ourselves we have to
of trouble even to the honest and
forward merchant. But we must com-
mit our ways to the Lord, and pray that if we
have to suffer so much by the loss of our

world; goods, He would recompense us in

gome other way, and give to us the spirit of
resignation which Job. had when he lost all,
and could say: * For we brought nothing into
this world, and it is certain we can carry
nothing out;” *“and having food and raiment
let us therewith be content” *Yea, blessed
be the name of the Lord !”

Bome of my friends in Liverpool have great
faith in Africa, and they say they are sure Africa
will be one of the great countries of the future.
“ And who knows,” they say to me, “but what
Glod in His providence and wisdom may call you
to take some humble part in hastening on the
chariot wheels? therefore preparc yourself by
observation and experience to encourage your

le,” And so they take me about to see how
the English people do their business and take
their pleasure. 1 have been through the markets
on the Baturday mornings, when the stalls have
been filled with butchers’ meat, and all kinds of
fowls, and fruits, and flowers, and vegetalles ;
or al’l these things are now in their prime, it
being summer time; and a large business is
being earried on, for the markets are crowded

~ with people. I havo also been to one of the
&P , offices, and scen the large and

machine that prints the paper and
ds them at the same time,

’ Aﬁet'noon, July 17th, T was asked,
« Jacobson, to attend a preaching
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“service in the open air. [t was said that it was

an old English custom to preach in the open
air, and that it was greatly prized by many, but
that other people did not care for 1t. * But if
you come you will see many English people
who do not attend church or chapel, but who
have got into bad ways and drink too much.
Still, the gospel is for them, and they ought to
hear it, and if they will not come to us we must
go to them. And besides, we want you to see
the dark side of English life as well as the
bright.” So I went, and was much pleased
with the earnest addresses that were given.
There were, 1 thought, nearly 1,000 persons
standing about Gill-street market, and they
listened very attentively, and sang some of the
hymns. But T saw they were not like the
regular chapel-people, some of the men who
lived near came out without their coats or hats
on, smoking their pipes; and there were many
women with babies, but no Sunday clothes on,
and I saw many of them wipe the tears from
their eyes as they listened to the speakers.
There was a coloured man there, who seemed
to be well known by every one, and especially
by the small boys, who made very free with him,
calling him ** Abrabam.” Seeing us present,
he looked quite pleased, and came smiling up
to us, and said that he came from New &m’k
America, and that his people Sthe co]ourefi
people) have fine chapels there, He wanted to
have a great deal of talk, but I did not feel
towards him, for as I looked at his dirty dress
and his face, I thought “you do not live a good
life.” T asked about him after the service, and
they told me he was a * knocker-up,” and they

explained it by saying that he lives by going
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~ out early every motning and knocking Iloudly
~ at the doors of people who have to get up and
go to their business, and they pay him so much
per week. After the service we went for tea to
the house of thut mother to all black hoys, Mrs.
Looney, and there were many fiiends with us.
After tea they were very anzious for me and
My, Jacobson to sing together, so he played the
piano, and we sang a hymn in English, and
sthen [ played, and we sang a hymn in our
native language. Then the friends all sang,
and we had a most enjoyable tine.

Although sight-seeing was extremely interest-
ing and instructive to me, I always felt some
sensation of the miserable business that had
brought me to England. Therc were times
when this depression of fecling came over me -
like a thick, black cloud, and I could not raise
myself above it. 1 would not come down into
the city because I felt I could not mix up in
any society with any pleasure. So [ remained
all day in my lodgings, and very long days and
nights they were. And to be true and taithful,
I must confess I began to be home-sick, and
impatient of every hour’s delay that separated
me from my home and friends. And what had
I to expect from this wretched trial?  There
was no money to recover. In some foolish or
mysterious way Hickson had either spent or
lost all our money ; and now our only consola-

- tion was that we should uphold the power of
the law, and punish a dishonest, fraudulent man.
However, I was glad the time was drawing
near when we should be done with it, and
lugvmg come to and known the bitter end, we
_mbt start afresh, and endeavour to regain our

ground in the great battle of life.
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«On to the conflict, soldiers. for the vight,
Arm you with the Spirit’s sword, aud march to the fight ;
Truth be your watehward, sound the ringing ery,
Victory, victory, vietory !
« Jlver this the war ery, vietory, victory ;
Ever this the war ery, victory ;
Write it on your banuers, waft it on the brecze,
Victory, victory, vietory !

« Piercely ib rages, deadly is the strife,
{ut the prize that you shall win is everlasting life ;
Jesus shall crown you, your reward shall be
Victory, victory, vietory !

«« Valiant and cheertful, marching right along,
Fvery foe shall quit the field, though haughty and strong ;
[ear shall oppress them, truth shall make them free;
Victory, victory, vietory !
w Soon shall the warfare and the conllict ecnse,
Soon shall dawn the weleome day of victory and peace ;
Foes all subdued, we'll raise tho joylul ery,
Victory, victory, victory !

'I'hen when we reach the padies of the ISing,
All the trinmphs of the fight, yejoiving Wwo will bring,
Swedt foud tho choris toougd obornily,
Victory, victory, vietory ik
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SECTION IIL

————

THE TRIAL OF ROBERT W. HICKSON.

THE LIVERPOOL ASSIZES.

HE Commission for holding the Liverpool
T Assizes was opened July 26th, 1881,
by Mr. Justice Lopes. Hiy Lordship arrived
in the Nisi Prius Court, St. George's Ilall,
at five o'clock, and was accompanied on the
beneh by the Mayor (Mr. W. B. Iorwood),
the High Sherift (Mr. William Foster), the
Town-clerk (Mr. Rayner), the under Sherift
(My. W, T. Bharp), and the High Sheriff’s
Chaplain (the Rev. Mr. Allen, vicar of Lancas-
~ter), The Commission was read by M. ‘1% M.
Shuttleworth, clerk of the Crown. Ilis Lordship
afterwards attended scrvice at St. Peter's
Pro-Cathedral. The business of the Assizes
will commence at eleven o'clock on Wednesday
morning, Lord Chief Justice Coleridge presiding
in the Civil Court, and Mr. Justice Lopes in the
Crown Court.
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THE INDICTMENT.

Robert W. Hickson, Ship Owner, (trading as
Hickson, Sykes & Co.)) Insurance Broker, and
Manager of the Mersey Marine Insurance
Company, Carlton Buildings, 3, Rymford Street,
Liverpool, charged with having, at Liverpool,
on the 28th May, 1880, and subsequent other
days, been entrusted by John . Ocansey and
others, as a Merchant or Agent, with certain
sceurities for the payment of moncy, with
dircctions in writing to apply and pay the
proceeds thercof for a certain purpose, specified
in such directions, did, in violation of good faith,
and contrary to the terms of such directions,
convert to his own use and benefit such

proceeds.




' THE ASSIZE COURT AND ITS
| SURROUNDINGS.

On the morning of the 27th T was at St.
George's Hall before ten o’clock. There was
a large erowd of people gathered all around and
standing on the steps. I was told that most of
them were people who had cases in the court
and their witnesses, and the jurymen, and the
solicitors, and their clerks, &c. At ten o’clock
a very handsome carriage came down the street,
and stopped at the door of the large London
and North-Western Iotel, opposite to the hall,
The carriage was drawn by four very splendid
hovees, and their harness was all ornamented
with gold. The driver, who was an aged, stout
man, was grandly dressed in livery, with a three
square cocked hat ; and two men, dressed in the
Rme way and holding a white stick in one
hand, stood on a small platform at the end of
arriage, holding on by a strap.

3 people then ran and swrrounded the
to the hotel, to get a sight of the
he came down to get into his carringe.
twenty or thirty men, drvessed in large
oats of a light colour, trimmed with
and with long pikes in their hands,
kept a clear space at the deorway.
also three men, dressed in livery,
pets, and as soon as they caugﬁt

» descending the steps, they

2 judge wore a black gown
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faced with a broad band of scarlet cloth, and
had a large powdered wig on his head, He
hurried into the carriage, which then drove off
to the entrance of the court at the end of the
large hall, which is but a short distance from the
hotel, where he gets out and walks along the
large, wide lobby to his room. An officer, with
a white stick or wand, goes before him, and the
trumpeters play outside on the steps, and the
music, soft and harmonious, can be distinctly
heard in the court, which is now filled with
people. 'The court is in the form of a half
circﬂe. The judge sits in a large chair on a
platform.  Immediately below him are the
officers who have charge of and prepare all the
business, calling out the names of the prizoners,
and swearing in the jury, &e. Then next to
them there are two rows of barvisters, who wear
black gowns and have wigs on their heads.
Just behind them is the dock, or the place
where the prisoners have to stand whilst their
trial is going on, which is railed round and
guarded by police officers. The prisoners are
broght up into this dock from the cells below,
The elerk then begins to call out a large numbey
of names of jurymen who have been summoned.
fach name 13 written on a small white card, and
when the person heais his name called out he
rises and says “ Heve.” If any one does not
answer his name, the card is put on one side
and he is fined, When he has called out all
the names, he then beging again and selects
twelve men, and these go into seats prepared
for them at the left-hand side of the ju({ge. As
soon as they are all in and have taken their
scats, another man rises and tells them to take
the bible in their hands, and they are sworn inj
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no one but the judge or the barris-
speak to them, and that must be in

-thi@mf‘ ﬁm ourt.
- The folding doors are then thrown open, and
the judge enters; and as he does so every

, rson in the court rises and makes a bow to

* him, which he returns. And these ceremonies

- are repeated every morning as long as the
Assizes last.

Besides the jury I have named who have to
decide in open court on the cases argued before
them, there is a Grand Jury composed of twenty-
four merchants and gentlemen. These sit in a
large room by thdémselves, with barristers to
assist and advise them. After waiting about
until noon, I was called in before these gentle-

men, and I saw all our letters and docioments
on t},xe table before them. I was called upon
and sworn, and they asked me a few questions.
Then they called for the person who should have
built the steam launch, and then for the broker
who sold our goods; and after they had spoken
to each other for o little time, they returned a
true bill against Hickson, and told me to appear
in court next day at ten o'clock in the morning.
I was told that this grand jury was necessavy
to examine every case to sce that the charges
agiingt the prisoners were proper and lawlul,
to make save that the prosecutor and the wit-
- were present, and that cverything was
d in order before it came before the
open court. They thus save his time
contusion and interruption. '
lowing day I went down as directed;
st case called upon was one for
T was told it would take all day.
Again, on the Satur-
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day, I was at the court at its opening, and had
to remain till noon, when I was tolﬁ it would
not come on that day, but would be tried on
the Monday. On the Monday I was in attend-
ance, and some of the officers said it would be
certain to come on to-day, but otherggsaid it
would not. IHowever, a little after noon, we
were told it would not, and that we might go,
and that on the following day a great trial was
coming on about two men who had attempted
to blow up the Liverpool Town [all, and very
likely it would occupy the whole of the day.
As I did not feel well, it was arrangsd that I
should remain all day in my lodgings, and if
I was wanted an officer would come up for me
with a cab. DBut I was not wanted. On the
Wednesday morning I went down at the open-
ing of the court, and some of the officers were
certain my case would be brought on that day,
and so we had to wait about till past noon,
when we were told it was postponed till the
morning. On the Thursday, as soon as the
courte opened, the clerk called out for Robert
William Hickson, He was not in the court,
but a gentleman said * He is in the lobby " (for
he was out on bail, and had his liberty), and a
policeman went into the lobby and called for
him, and he came into court, and the policeman
opened the door of the dock to admit him as a
prisoner; but just as he was entering, his wife,
who was sitting quite near the door of the dock,
rose and gave him a kiss.
Duaring all the days we had been attending
- court, we had seen Hickson several times walk-
ing about and speaking with his barristers.
- Some of his friends at the first said they were
- sure he would get off free from punishiment, for

.
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an ‘action against us for false imprisonment,

aud in the transaction, it was
srdinary failure in business, and that
get acquitted, then he would commence

nd we would have to suffer. It was said he
" ed the services of the cleverest barris-

ter in Liverpool, Mr. J. B. Aspinall, Recorder
- of the City, to plead for him. But in a day

or two we found that Hickson’s friends had
changed theiv tone, for Mr. Aspinall, havin
looked into his case, told him plainly he cou]g
not be defended, and that the best thing he
could do was to plead guilty, and ciaim the
mereiful sentence of the judge. Mr. Aspinall
then spoke to our counsel, Mr. Carver, and
told him what he bhad advised Hickson to do,
and he pleaded hard for him. Mr. Carver
told him 1t was a very serious thing for us and
for all merchants ; and that if such cases were
allowed to go unpunished it would shake the
confidence of all persons engaged in trade.  But
at the same time we did not wish to be vindic-
tive or revengeful ; our case was prepared and
we must go on with it. Mr. Aspinall, on behalf
of the prisoner, acknowledged all; still there
were many extenuating circumstances that
might excite the merciful consideration of the
court. He would take the evidence as truc and
oonclusive, and therefore we mneed not go
through it in open court, and there he would
ai;n ly make some observations in favour of a
slight sentence to the prisoner. And this was
agreed to, and the trial proceeded,




67

THE TRIAL.
(Taken down in Sherthand by MR, JAMER, Rzporter.)

PRSI S—

THE QUEEN wersus HICKSON.

This case came on for trial at the Liverpool
Summer Assizes, held in St. George’s Hall,
Liverpool, on the 4th day of August, 1881,
before Mr. Justice Lopes, C

Mr. Carver appeared for the Crown, and Mr.
Aspinally, Q.C., and Mr. Walton, instructed by
My, C. R. Copeman, were for the prisoner,

The prisoner having surrendered to his bail,
Mr. Shattleworth, the clerk of Assize, read the
indictments, which charged Robert William
Hickson with having on the 8th day of July
1880, falsely pretended to John Emantel
Ocansey (trading under the name of W, N.
Ocansey and Sons, native merchants, carrying
on business at Adahpoah and other places on
the West Coast of Africa) that he had entered
into a contract under which a steam launch was
to be built for the firin, by means of which false
pretences he afterwards, on the 8th August,
obtained a bill of lading for sixty-three bags of
kernels, shipped in the steamer “ [thiopia.”
To this the prisoner pleaded “ not guilty.”

tHickson was also indicted for having on the
- 28th of May, 1880, and subsequent other days,
~when entrusted by Messrs, Ocansey, as an agent,
- Wwith  securities for the payment of money,

F
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‘ am&n\n v to ﬂilﬂ 168., the proceeds of the

" sale of twelve cagks of palm oil), converted

- themvto hils own use and benefit in violation of
~ good fhith, and contrary to the terms of the
~ direcgors, which he received in writing, to apply
the proceeds. The prisoner pleaded * guilty” to

- this indictment, :

His Lordship.—Guilty of converting securi-
tieg to his own use ?

Mr. Aspinall.—Yes, my Lord. I understand
my learned friend will not proceed with the
indietment to which the prisoner has pleaded
“not guilty.”

His Lordship.—Then the prosecution will
‘offer no evidence on that indiétment.

Mz, Cavver.—I offer no evidence on the in-
dictment for false pretences. At the request of
Mr. Asvinall a verdict of acquittal may be taken
on that indictment. "

The Jury were then sworn in “the QQueen
against Robert William Hickson.”

Mr. Carver.—I don't offer any evidence.

. His Lordship addressing the. Jury said, This
18 an indictment charging the prisoncr with
obtaining money by false pretences, but as the
learned counsel for the prosecution offers no
evidenge, you have only one course to pursuc,
and that is to say that the prisoner is not guilty,
formal verdict of “mnot guilty "’ was then
taken,
~ Mr, Aspinall.—It now, my Lord, becomes my
., duty, and I desive to say something on behalf of

1 ‘F ‘ISM;'
411 Lordship.—I suppose you are going to
spank in mitigation of punishinent, B 41
Mr. Aspinall.—Yes, my Lord. I desire to
state the exact position, in'my view of the case,
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in which the prisoner stands. The prisoner
was a merchant and factor carrying on Eusiness
to a considerable extent. Tdon't put him dwn
as having been a man of very large position,
but he was a man of highly respectable
position, and carried on bnsiness in connection
with the African trade on his own hehalf,
having factories and places himself on the
coast of Africa, and also acting, as he did in
this case, to a very considerable extent, on behalf
of other persons on the Coast, from whom he
was in the habit of receiving consignments of
woods.  Amongst others he had what I may
call a client or constituent—I am sure I don't
know what they call them in those trades—a
gentleman who was a member of a firm of
native traders; most intelligent and respectable
people, native Africans, who were carrying ou
business there themselves, and who were in the
habit of consigning their goods to him. They
were people for whom he had the greatest
regard, and in whose connection and business he
felt, on his own account, in reference to the
profits he. hoped to make out of them, very
considerable interest, which would appear
plainly if the correspondence had been gone
into at length. I don’t, however, think it
necessary to do that, because my friend will
agree with me that it was so, and naturally it
would be 50, because they were very valuable
customers of his.,  For a long time business
relations went on between Messrs. Ocansey in
Africa, and the prisoner in England, in the
ord'mmy way; that is to say, they consigned
their goods to him in England, and he, on t}:
“other hand, bought goods suitable for
Coast trade and shipped them out to Al
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course of accounts was that he
with the proceeds of the goods he
Africa, and debited them with
ge of the consignments of goods he
pped to them, and accounts that were made
m time to time showed the balance between
~ the parties. At that time, as well as latterly,
~ the produce that was sent from Africa to Ing-

~ land was dealt with as produce ordinarily 1s
-« under such circumstances, that is to say bills
of lading were sent to the produce brokers who

gold for the prisoner; and no doubt when it
happened that the produce broker had a balance
against the prisoner—that is-to say when the
prisoner was indebted to his broker—the bills

of lading so sent to the broker became pledged
for any balance which there happened to be
againgt him on the part of the produce broker.

So long as the prisoner was prosperous and his
trade was carried on in that way, that would be

the ordinary way in which merchants do carry

on business, because it is not at all usual [
faney to clear-mark the goods belonging to

~ particular customers; but the bills of lading do
ﬁ:mto the broker who sells, and all left with
g him, and hg does very frequently in that way
o m:ﬁye a lienj and everyone of course should
1 ‘oare that no one 18 defrauded by that
‘@fbusineas, which is the Ul‘dimlry course
8 He went on until the position of
@ which I am about to 11105C1'il)e to
bip. I think in May, 1880, or about
Messrs, Ocansey thought that they
to have for their tl‘age, which was
g one, a steam launch sent out
and it was remarkable as
velopment of iutelligence and
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position of these gentlemen, who were native
traders, that they wanted a steam launch. [
want to say everything that is reasonable and

just of them. They wrote to the prisoner, in-

forming him that they would order no moie
goods from England, but that the consignments
which they had made to this country from
time to time must be appropriated to the pay-
ment of this steam launch, which the prisoner
was to procure for them. A good deal of
correspondence took place about it, and the
prisoner did act in the matter. In the first
place he got estimates for the steam launchs
And later on—a good deal later on—he put the
steam launch in hand, but most unhappily he
pursued with regard to the consignments
arriving from Africa the same course which he
had been in the habit of pursuing before,
namely, the bills of lading went to the produce
broker, and by degrees, owing to causes which
I shall state presently, the prisoner’s affairs
became worse, and the result of that was that,
in the first place, upon the accounts between
him and his brokers a considerable balance was
due to them, and in the second place, his affairg
generally became worse, and he ultimately was
obliged to stop payment, and at the time of his
stopping payment there was very little indeed,
in fact merely a nominal sum, in his own hands
or in the hands of his bankers. The result was
that there was no money to pay for the steam
launch. I cannot conceal from myself that
these goods having been sent to England with
specific directions as to their application, that
it was the duty of the prisoner not merel
under the statute, but under what 1 may cail
his moral duty, no doubt to have clear-marked
E’J‘

"



to have kept them
8 for the purpose of
en directed in pay-
: _ 588 the money for that

: became due from time to time. It is
- obyious he did not do so, and therefore, after

Eﬂ. cousideration with my learned friend,
_ Mr, Walton, we have come to the conclusion
that the prisoner has not only technically
brought himself within the terms of the statute,
~but that he has committed an infraction of
- moral duty for which he is liable to be dealt

. with in such a way as your Lordshi(i) shall think -

right. I want to make your Lordship see as
far as I can how easily according to the ordinary
course of business—it to some extent, I think,
is an unfortunate course of business—the
prisoner could get into this difficulty without
any considerable amount of moral torpitude or

infention being incurred. The ordinary mode .

in which persons in the position of the prisoner
~would deal with goods of this kind is to sell
them through a broker. A most ordinary
thing for the broker to make gencral advances
to men in the position of the prisoner, and for
those advances he helds all the goods that come
to his hands; and I fancy if you analysed the
accounts of some of the megt respectable people
in Liverpool you would find that goods of their
customers and” consignees get into the brokers’
hands, and are .lia.llﬁa for advances that the
~ brokers have made on them. It naturally does
~ not oceur to people, so long as they are pros-
~perous and there is no practical danger of the
of or ever becoming effectual or
there is any wrong in such
re; it is only when they
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suddenly find owing to other causes—as Fgﬂl
‘show you there was in this case—they find their
means failing them, and they can’t pay the
broker, that it becomes obvious im edratel
that everything in the broker’s hands is liable
for the balance due to him, and therefore the
iunocent peopie whose goods are there, having
been consigned te such people as the prisoner,
become the property of the brokers. Then
arises the question of the liability and conduct
of the prisoner. I don’t defend conduct of that
sort, but it may and does arise, and [ venture
to think arose in this case, that the prisoner
never had auny distinct persuasion that there was
going to be any loss to Messrs. Ocansey. I am
not going to contend that if there had not beer
this specific direction in writing, it was not
wrong to put other people’s goods to the danger
of being pledged for other people’s liabilities.
It is so in this case, however, and may be in
many cases that, without at least any distinct
consciousness that there was any likelihood of
bad results, and certainly without any deliberate
intention of fraud, there were some eircum-
stances which brought the prisoner's affairs—-at
least a portion of his trade life—to a very
different position to that which he had .reason
to believe they would be in; and I am statin
this in the presence of not only my lear
friend and those who instruct him, but in the
presence of those who are entrusted with the
prisoner’s cstate, and therefore the prisoner
would not instruct me wrongly about this, He
had a very considerable business on the Coust
of Africa, having two establishments ther
at these estabﬁlhmentl.‘ most us
Y there occurred somewh




very considerable fires.
rate anything, but if he
ce, still amongst other
red very much wsith the
ness, because they deprived
e (as he did not realise the
) of a considerable portion of
Jther unexpected things came
; and it is a fact that those goods of
cansey’s—the proceeds of which ought
gone to pay for the launch as the pay-
ti became due—the goods had in fact gone
the hands of the produce brokers, who had
considerable balance against the prisoner.
he prisoner, therefore was unable to obtain
ney from the brokers, because of course
d'd?' the goods which had been placed in
hands as security for their claim against
“prisoner, When payment on behalf of
Ocansey became due, and there being no
y forthcoming, Messrs. Ocansey, most
, are the losers of something like
_ dle launch was to have cost between
~and £8,000—and my learned friend
me Messrs, Ocansegy are the losers
8 11s. 8d.,, and they have lost it
imstances which, after very great
with my learned friend, M.
think brings the prisoner within
t under circumstances which [
k are fairly capable of such
I do not say excusable, as 1
bmit to your Lordship.
-1 take it in this way; you
offence, but you say that he
¢ without knowing the way
until at last adversity



75

Mr. Aspinall.—That is the exact position, my
Lord.

His Lordship.—In point of fact you say that
at the time there was no intention of fraud in
any way, but that he pursued the course of
business it was customary to pursue. His
affairs then got into a bad state, and he pledged
those goods of his customers to that extent that
he had not the money as he ought to have had
coming from these goods to pay for the steam
launch.

Mr. Aspinall.—That is my exact position.  If
you have read the depositions, I will appeal to
them to show, at least on the face of the
depositions, that there is some reason for what
[ have stated. My friend, Mr. Walton, reminds
me that it appears on the faee of the depositions,
or the documents referred to therein, another
very serious loss which came upon him in cone«
sequence of an act almost of piracy by which
he lost a ship in one of the African rivers.

Mr, Carver.—It seems to me I should give
your Lordship the dates of these matters,

His Lordsﬁip.—I should like to hear what
you say, Mr. Carver, and after [ have heard
you, I will bear in mind what My, Aspinall
has said, and read over the depositions before
passing sentence.

Mr. Carver,— The depositions are chiefly
concerned in proving certain correspondence
and accounts, and it 18 really on those facts we
are here I call your lordship’s attention to
what appears on the face of the accounts that
have been rendered by the brokers, Messrs,

James Bowden & Co., by whom these goods
were sold for the prisorer, to whom they had

been entrusted by Messrs. (’bmey. e '1"110?: trans-
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action, ti ‘\_.diering of this steam launch, was
gomewhat earlier than it has been put by my
lesned friend. The correspondence began in
January, 1880, but I think that the specific
direction as to what was to be done—what was
to be the course of business in regard to the
produce shipped by Messrs. Ocansey to Mr.
Hickson, was not received by him until about
May, 1880. At that time, if your Lordship
refers to the letters, vou will see that Megsrs.
Ocansey wrote saying that they would not,
from the date of a certain letter, order any
more goods, but would continue shipping
against the launch; and again in other letters
they repeated the same divect expression that
no mecre trade of any kind was to go on, bat
from that time forward all shipments were to be
in respect of the launch. And it also would
appear, if your Lordship reads the letters
written in reply, it appears clearly that the
prisoner nccepted those directions, and no doubt
during all that year Messrs. Ocansey did con-
tinue shipping goods under the impression that
the proceeds were being applied to the purposes
of the launch. The launch, as my learned
friend has told your Lovrdship, was not ordered
until long after, in fact not until Messrs. Ocausey
had shipped goods to the amount of somecthing
like £2,678 11s. 8d. I'he launch was not
ordered at all until December, 1880, and then
there was no part of the proceeds of the produce
80 lhippod in existence, for it had been swallowed
up by the claims of Messrs. James Bowden
& Co., against the prisoner, Messrs. Bowden
& Co,, being the produce brokers. The figures,
N Tr from the accounts I have referred

at was the state of the accounts
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between the prisoner and Messrs. Bowden & Co.
on the one hand, and Messrs. Ocansey & Co. on
the other hand.

His Lordship.-~As I understand the matter,
the launch ought to have been ordered in May ?

Myr. Carver.—That is so, my Lord.

His Lordship.—But as a matter of fact it
was not ordereg until December ?

Mr. Carver.—Yes. '

His Lordship.—Consignments had been made
more than sufficient, and they were pledged
into the hands of the produce broker by the
prisoner.

Mr. Carver.—Yes. [ was going to give your
Lordship the figures as they appear trom the
accounts at the dates of the various pledgings.
In these indictments we have only traced out
four different bills of lading. These bills of
lading were deposited with the brokers, two in
May and two in August. About May 10th, it
appears from the accounts that the first deposit
was made. There was then a sum of £7560
owing to Messrs. Ocansey, and there was a sum
of £426 owing to Messrs, James Bowden & Co.
That was the balance of the account against the
prisoner,  On May 28th the balance in favour
of Messrs. Ocansey remained where it was,
but the balance in favour of Messrs. James
Bowden & Co. apparently had increascd to £839.
On August 7th the balance in favour of Messrs,
James Bowden & Co, had apparently in-
creased to £2,280, and in favour of Messrs.
Ocansey to £1,334. (n August 20th the balance
i favour of Messrs. James Bowden & Co, had
still further inereased to £2,501, and in favour
of Messrs. Ocansey still to £1,334, After that
further goods avere shipped, and finally the
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 rendered shows a balance in favour of
egsrs. Ocansey befcre the launch had been
ordered, of £2,678 11s. 8d., and that, therefore,
_ really is the amount they have lost in the
~ transaction.
His Lordship.—In point of fact, according to
i:uhe pledged the money of the launch before
ordered it?
Mr. Carver,—That is so.
Mr. Aspinall..—I think my learned friend is,
rhaps unconsciously, misleading your Lord-
 ship a little, because I am told that these accounts
~ of the produce broker do not allow for produce
unsold. I den’t mean to say that the produce
unsold would turn the balance the other way,
but it would alter the amount of it very much.

His Lordship.—That only goes to amount ?

Mr, Aspinall,—Yes. :

His Lordship.— What strikes me as being the
worst part of the transaction is that he had
received specific instructions in May; he goes
on pled%ing the money that was to go to pay
for the launch, and does not order the launch
until Septembenr.

Mz, Aspinall.—I would like to add just one
word. What I want your Lordship to thoroughly
apprehend is the process of pledging. You
kuow the process of pledging really is selling

~ the goods in the ordinary course of business.
' ﬁ Lordship.~If there had been no specific

m‘.

My, Aspinall.—Your Lordship sees the goods
~had to be lald, and therefore they had to go to
‘the produce brokers. What 1 should suggest

 prisoner ought to have done probably, when
“these Wo instructions came, and they got a
Tlittle out of the ordinary mercantile transaction
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—if the prisoner had thought of it, or had fore-
seen that his account with the produce broker
was going 80 wrong—it w.ould lu_we been a wiser
thing and probably the right thing to have sent
these goods to be sold by some broker to whom
he dig not owe any money. But I waut your
Lordship to understand my view whether you
accept it or not. The course I suggest as one
that would have been better for the prisoner to
pursue in regard to these goods involves the
exercise of a considerable amount of foresight.
He had been going on a long time selling
throngh Messrs. Bowden all goods that came to
him. Ordinarily speaking no doubt he would
have had to remit the wuioney back if he had
received no specific direetions to buy the launch,
or cls2 have sent goods back to Messrs. Ocansey;
but it made no difference really in his moral
duty. He had been going on a long time with
that course of business with Messrs, Dowden &
Co., and nothing had happened to him j but no
doubt when he got specific instructions to buy
this launch, and did not carry them out, he
came within the particular meaning of this
statute. :

His Lordship.—Why did he not order the
launch ?

My, Aspinall.—I must ask your Lordship to
understand me, as that is the only thing in
which T apprehend your Lordslxi.;) might make
a mistake as to our position. 'That was the
ground really of the indictment of obtaining
money by false pretences

His Lordship.—It seems ta me he might have
drifted into this state of things almost uninten-
tionally, and although it is perhaps within the
Act of Parliament, 1t might be :ssened by the
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fact of his drifting into it almost without

knowing. I understand that to be the way you

put it %mt I say again why did not he order
the launch i May ?

Mr. Aspinall.—Because there were consider-
ahle discussicns going on between him and the
builders as to the price, build, and character of
the launch. Although there are, no doubt, some
representations that are believed to have formed
the ground of the other indictmenti-—which my
learned friend has come to the conclusion he
ought not to proceed upon—some representa-
tions as to the launch being in a greater state
of progress than it really was, I believe that we
should have been thoroeughly able to explain
all that, not only to your Lordship, but to the
Jury, if that indictment had been proceeded
with. What we say is that, on the one hand,
Messrs, Ocansey were very anxious to have this
launch ‘out by a ])ﬂl‘ticlll)illl‘ season, and on the
other hand, we¢ were very anxious to satisfy
them. At that time, long before we thouglit of
any embarragsraent on our part, we were anxiots
on the one hand to get the launch as soon as
we could, and not get them into any “scrape”
by hwrrying the builder unduly, and so have to
pa{ him an extra price.  We thought we were
doing the best thing we could between the
parties, and we could show your Lordship there
was nothing in the delay atall. 1 don’t possibly
sce how thgl oan affect the question at all—our
~ not ordering the launch— we did order it
ultimately, your Lordship sees.

s Lordship.—You say you drifted into this
~ position almost without inowing it, Then it
~ appears | instructions came in May, and the
launch is not ordered till September, Why is
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that ? [ would ask you this for my information :
Did he apprise Messrs. Ocansey tﬂat he had not
ordered the launch?

Mr. Aspinall.—For one reason, in May, when
the order was sent, the prisoner was then, as far
as he thought, if not in a prosperous, in a safe,
position. At that time ke had only a balance
in hand of Messrs. Ocansey’s of £700, and if he
had ordered the launch he would have made
himself liable for more than £2,000; and it is
perfectly conceivable that might have been one
ot his motives for not giving the order at the
very beginning.

His Lordship.—Did he lead them to suppose
lie had ordered the launch?

Mr. Aspinall-—Yes, no doubt be did, but
then Really, my Lord—I want to ask your
Lordship—I think I may ventdre to snggest
that the course pursued in regard to these two
indictments has been to disembrace this question
with the other onc. That was the ground for
obtaining money by false pretences, and that
indictment has gouc oft—iy friend has con-
sented to a verdict of “ not guilty ”” on that.

His Lordship.—I want to find extenuating
cirenmstances as far as [ can in every case,
You rather suggest to me that this man nay
have fallen into this alimost without knowin%
it; and then the question occurs to me in regarc
to this launch, he gets instructions in May and
the lannch is not ordered until September or
December ; I want to see how far I can justify
that with your statement that he has drifted
nto it almost unconsciously. -

Mr. Aspinall—There is that fact, no doubt;
I can't attempt to conceal it, he told them an
untruth as to the fact of his having ordered the
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faunch. His statement is—and considerable
- weight, you will probably think, cught to be
given to that statement—and our contention is,
and the prosecution must be taken as assenting
to it to some extent at all events, that those
statements had nothing whatever to do with
what ultimately happened. The prisoner at
that time was on the one hand anxious to keep
well with Messrs. Ocansey, and on the other
hand he did not desire to order the launch until
he had something like sufficient funds in hand to
enable him to do so. He was then in point of
fact, if not absolutely, solvent; at all events a
iesponsible man. He bad no reason to appre-
hend he was coming to the end to which, un-
happily, he has come now. He did make
statements of that kind, but.they had nothing
really to do with the ultimate result, It was
simply he had not the money, and he did not
like to rely upon people on the coast of Africa,
and involve himself in a heavy contract for the
launch until he had something like funds
enough in his possession. That would have
been our answer to the other indictment, and |
think your Lordship will give some weight to
that, There were also some difticultics about
the comstructionr of this launch. Naturally,
these pecple in Africa did not know much about
launches, and they sent us some instructions and
a sketeh, which I will hand up to your lordship
(handed up). That gave a great deal of trouble
- a8 to proportions anéﬁ design; and though [ do
not mean to say it is not a clever sketeh coming
from the coast of Africa, still it is not exactly
guch as wonld assist an Inglish shipbuilder
ery There are, my lord, zlhlmd:mt

a"m showing that all through-—although we
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were not as far progressed with the launch as
might appear from our correspondence to
Messrs. Ocansey—we were in bona fide negotia-
tions with a respectable firm of shipbuailders
about the thing; at all events it will not be
disputed, it is not pretended, that there was any
formal pledging of these goods in the sense of
a man who knew he ought not to do it; it was
not going and depositing other people’s things
as pledges, it was goods pussing through the
brokers’ hands from time to time in course of
business. I am told that so late as September
the prisoner’s affairs were in such a state, having
regard to what he had in Afriea, that to himself
they appeared to be quite satisfactory. “That is
the balance-sheet up to September 30th.

His Lordship.—I will read «¢ver the de-
positions again, and call the prisoner up for
sentence.

When the trial was over the judge ordered
the prisoner to stand down, and the jailer took
lim to the cells below ; but nothing was said
when he would be brought up again to rescive
sentence,  Some said that perhaps the juoge
would consider it over, and pass judgment after
lunchicon time, at two o’clock. 1 had, therefore,
to wait about the court another day; for it was
said perhaps he will want to ask you a few
(questions by way of explanation.  However, it
Was not so; but immediately that the conrt
assembled on the following morning the prisoner
was brought up to receive judgment, and |
noticed a great alteration in his deportment.

Before and during the trial he was jaunty and

congequential, putting himself in one hnposing

Cattitade, and then another; but to-day he was

humble and subdued. The judge addressed

= r%
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“out their heads to catch
was dead silence.
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THE SENTENCE.

Mr. Justice lopes, on taking his scat the
following morning, ordered the prisoner to be
placed in the dock to receive sentence. Address-
ing the prisoner, his Lordship said :—Robert
William Hickson, you have pleaded guilty to
having misappropriated a large sum of money
which had been entrusted to you as an agent.
You were also indicted for obtaining a very
large sum of money by false pretences. No
evidence was offered on that indictment, and
you were acquitted. [ desire to say that, if that
indictment had been proceeded with, and you
had been convicted, 1 should have felt it to be
my duty to direct you to be placed in penal
servitude for a considerable time, because the
offence would be a most serious one. The
offence to whick yon have now pleaded guilty
15 also a most serious one, Kverything that
could be said in your favour was urged by your
counsel in palliation of the charge against you,
and that charge is that you misappropriated
something like £2,600. It has been said that
you get into difficulties, and that you drifted
to this act of dishonesty, [t appears that in
the month of May, 1880, you received special
orders to purchase a steam launch for your
employers in West Africa, and it also ap%)cm'n
that you did not order it until December of that
vear. In the interval money enough had come
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| into your hands to pay for it, the whole of
‘which you did not apply to the purpose you

- were directed to apply it, but devoted it instead

~ to your own purposes. I am desirous, as far as
I possibly can, to give effect to any extenuating
‘eireumstances which I can find in your favour;

~ but I cannot help saying that I find great

~ difficulty in discovering any in this case, and I
‘can pass upon you no other sentence than that
you be imprisoned with hard labour for fifteen
ealendar months.

When the sentence was pronounced, and the
prisoner taken away, and many of the people
rose up to leave the court, I felt a deep sense of
relief myself, and was glad that this miserable,
wretched business was at an end, It had come
over us like a dark, baleful cloud, and stopped
our progress, and silenced our joytulness. And
now, I thought, the worst had come and had

assed, and that it was our dunty to look for
l'i{;htcr and happier days to come.
thought of our people at home. When I
left them they thought at least I might be able
to save the whole or part of their money.  They
had no idea that Hickson's affairs were so bad.
If I had found his affairs in anything like a fuir
condition when I arrived at Liverpool, I would
have been glad to aceept a composition of £800
or £1,000. But he h;ull already made an assign-
ent of all his goods for the benefit of his
~ ereditors whilst 1 was on my way, for he knew
1 was coming, and therefore 1 conld not ap-
- proach him ; for if he had made such an offer, it
- would not have been legal, but weuld have
ed as a fraudulent preference, and |
ave had to restore it all again, and

I
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would have deprived myself of any benefit
arising from his estate, which it is expected to
pay 2s. 6d. in the pound.

I'here were other couses of sadness, besides
this unfortunate oue, that depressed my sPirits
and interfered with my health and happiness,
On going to- my lodgings on the Monday after-
noon, after being at the court, I found letters
awaiting me from my friends in Africa; and
one of them had a broad black border, indicating
bereavement and death. [ felt a strange flutter
and trembling to seize my whole body, whilst
I could scarce command the action of my fingers
to break the seal. But I looked up to God to
give me strength to bear it, whatever might be
the sorrow, and to steady my ming, and give
me calmness and peace to do and suffer His
righteous will.  On opening the letter I found 1.4 ,
that a dear old grandmother, aged 76, had gone'S,,. .,/
home to her cternal rest. My mind dwelt very g, :
much on my home and friends that night. T,
looked out of the window, and | saw the streets
crowded with people out on pleasure, for it was
a holiday in England, and it was a clear, warm,”
beautiful evening, And then my mind wanderec
away to my own dear home, and I remembered -

‘all our people down on the beach, waving their | .~ =
handkerchiefs and bidding me adicu; and 1 ¢ A2
 prayed that the good Lor(f would preserve me "7 R
in health and strength, that 1 might return-”
~safely and give them the pleasure of welcoming o =
e back again amongst them, drief, A
- And now I felt my business in Fogland was = < .. -
one. [ should have seen all its wonders with o b 74
ifferent eyes and sensations if it had not heen ,4,-{,’5 "
r this agitating, disturbing business. Bat now e
 must dismiss it from my sind, and think of e

4 9
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_ all the kindnesses T have received from many
~ friends in England, and cherish a feeling of
~ gratitude 1o God my Heavenly Father for His

reat protection am{ goodness to me, And as
: turned away to leave the court, I thought of
~ those sweet words :— 3

« From every stormy wind that blows,
I'rom every swelling tide of woes,
There is a calm, a sure retreat,

"T'ig found beneath the Merey seat.

 There is a place where Jesus sheds
The oil of gladuces on our heads ;
A pluce than all besides more sweet—
It i the blood-stained Merey seat.

“There ig a seeue where spirits blond,
Where friend holds fellovasliip with friend ;
Though sundered far, by fiith we mect
Arvound one common Merey seat.”
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TABLE OF DISTANCES. ' ‘

(By Steamer.)

————

Eastern District of the Gold Coast.

From Cape Coast Castle to Anamaboe is 10 miles.

., Aunamaboe o Bghkpand. ;8
,  Saltpond 0 Munifoyd. 5 22
.. Mumford ,y Appam £ ek,
5 Appam o Winmebaly 5,0 8
. Winnebah Ji Noora 7 .'i‘.! N
. Acera , Prampram ,, 26,
., Prampram ., Addah el

Torar, 141 miles.

Western Disirict.

‘ From Cape Coast Castle to Elnina i 8 miles,

; ., Elmina ,, Chamali ,, 20

-, Chamah ,, Sccondle , B
i, ., Secondle » Adjush ., 9. &
., Adjuh , Dixsove 4 11 .

R T n Axim ;;772.5 "
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