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mine had been ill treated by a young man, without any kind of 
provocation whatever, and I confidered it as my duty to apply to a 
magifirate for red refs ; and the man was bound over to appear at 
the ~arter Seillons-but, through the intereft of fome of his 
friends, the matter was made up at the particular reguefi of tbe 
Negro, to whom he made fuch a recompence as the Neg-ro thought 
fufficient-had not that been the cafe, I {bould certainly have pro­
fecuted the matter to the utmofi. 

Do you recolleCt the circumfiances of this tranfaCtion ? 
I do.-Tbe Slave was a cooper, and was return ing from the 

town of Saint John's to my own efiate-the young man very wan­
tonly rode againfi him, and upon the Slave's remonfirating, he 
beat him. 

Was the Slave much hurt; and how did the circumfiances come 
to your knowledge? 

By his immediately applying to me, and relating every parti­
cular.-One of his feet was bruifed, and he had feveral marks of 
a whip over his ihoulders. 

Do you conceive the regulating act has tended materially to in­
creafe the price of Slaves? 

From every information I have gained it certainly has. 

You have faid, that the price of Slaves in genera,l is raifed, 
l1:\s the increafe been on males and females in an equal propor­
tion? 

Having left the Wefi Indies fince the year I788, and from my 
fr iends not having purchafed any Slaves for me fin.ce my depar­
ture' I cannot fpeak accurately to that point . 

Do you think the treatment of Negroes in general is better or 
wor[e than it ufed to be formerly? 

Speaking within my own knowledge, I do not know any al­
te'ration in the mode of treatment. 

Have the Moravians and Methodifis applied themfelves to the 
.converfion of the Negro Slaves in the Wand of Antigua? 

Both. the Mor\lvian and the Methodift preachers have applied 
themfelvcs very firenuoufiy, and with great fucce[s, in the con­
vcriion of the Negroes in that Wand j and. as they have built 

p;'cper 



proper places to hold their meetings in, all the Slaves are en­
couraged by their ma!1:ers to attend. 

What has been the gen~ral effeCt Oll the Slaves who are con­
verted? 

A more decent deportment ill their behaviour and religious at­
tendance; and mof!: of them are become Chrifl:ians. 

What was the~ Gtuation in point of religion, before the Mora­
vians and Methodif!:s' came into the Wand? 

It was a very general cuftom for the Negroes to attend divine 
fervice in all the churches throughout the Wand, and they con­
fidered themfelves as influenced to purIue the do.fuine they heard; 
but from their having had greater attention paid to them by their 
attendance at the Moravian and Methodift meetings, I am of opi­
nion they are much more enli:ghtened than they formerly were. 

Were you ever in any of the F~ench lflands? 
I was once at Martinique for a {bort time. 

Were you long enough there to form any judgment of the 
treatment of Slaves compared with that in our own Hlands? 

I was not; as I was .only in the town at Saint Pierre for one 
day. 

Have the managers often Negro Slaves .of )their own pro­
perty ? 

They have. 

Ho.w are thefe employed? 
Some in waiting upon the managers themfelves, and .others ·are 

frequently hired out to work with the gang belonging to the 
eftate on which they have the management. 

Is the ordinary duration of the liv-es of Slaves as long as that 
of Whites or Free Negroes? 

Full as long as thofe of Free Negroes, but not altogether fo 
long as that of Whites that do no labour.-I have known infl:ances 
of Negroes living to a great age. 

Whether the lives of the Slaves may not be {bortened by tl1eir 
own debaucheries? 

4 0 I make 
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. I make no ' d~ubt but that Slaves would ' li ve much longer 
than they do, if they we re to pur[ue a leis debauched cour[e of 
life. 

And then the Connfel and 'VVitne[s -were direaed t~ 
withdraw. 

Ivfartis, 16° die Martii 1790. 

COunlel and W itnefs called in as before; and the Witnefs was 
further examined by Members of the Committee. 

Mr. K E R B Y. You have [aid, that on one of your efl:ates, where there is the 
largefl: number of Negroes, the quantity of land for the ufe of the 
whole gang does not exceed from two to three acres, and on the 
other efl:ate, about four acres of land; tlxplain that anfwer ? 

From thefituation of the eftate. which is clofe to the fea fide, on 
which the largefl: number of Negroes belong,.the Negroes are lees 
in want of land than on the other eftate, owing to their being 
man: plentifully fupplied with frelh filh out of the fea, and from 
the guts adjoining. 

At what age is a young Creole Slave of found health and confl:i­
tution generally put to the laborious,part of the work of a planta­
tion at Antigua? 

At about the (lge of eighteen. 

Is, or is not the Wand of Antigua, fubjea to frequent droughts 
"u f long continuance, which are fometimes fucceeded by great gluts 
of rain? 

It frequently happens. 

Can you ftate an infl:ance 'of the langei! fucceffive continuance 
of drought within your memory? 

J arrived in the Ifland of Antigua in February 1780; and I 
may fafely fay I do not recollea any rain of confequtmce falling 

.lmtil the month of Oaober; and I underftood, previous to my 
.arrival, 



arrival, the IOand in general had been in want of rain for many 
months; and, from letters which I have juft received from An­
tigua, 1 underftand,great part of the Wand has been in want of 
rain for many months, and ftill continued to be in that fituation. 

Are not epidemical difeafes of various kinds frequently the 
confequence of fuch a change from drought to moifture ? 

Yes. 

Are or are not there epidemica'l d'ifeafes fo fatal as often to oc­
cafion great mortality among the inhabita.nts, as well Whites as 
Slaves, in fpite of all medical affifi:ance ? , 

I underftand, that diforders of that kind have lately raged with 
great violence in the Wand of Antigua, Gnd many perfons have' 
died-particularly on rome eftates it has been more fatal; on one 
in pJrticular, where the number of Slaves amounted to '240, they 
loft twelve in the courfe of a very few days; and, at differ.ent 
times, bad from twenty to thirty lying dangetouily ill. 

Do you think it is poffible, under fuch circumftances, for a 
pLlntcr, the moil: fuccefsful in rearing of young Creole Slaves, 
to carryon his ufual cultivation of his eftate without interrup­
tion, unlefs he has the affil1:ance of a market for the purchafe of 
new Negroes to fupply the occafionalloifes of Slaves to which he 
is expofed by thefe epidemical difeafes ! 

Certainly not. 

And then the Witnefs was direCted to withdraw. 

DoCtor SAMUEL ATHILL called in, and examined. 

Are you a nati-ve of the Wand of Antigua? 
I am. . 

''''hen did you firft leave the Wan.d ? 
In 1764. ' 

When did you return to it ? 
In May 1779. 

After J!ou returned to it, in 1779, l1ad you a feat in ~he Council r 
I was 10 the Aifembly for five years, and received His Majefty's 

mandamus to be of the Council 11 J 786 . 
Did 
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Did you pr,~&ice in the mand ~f An tigua as a medical per[on 'l 
I did. 

vVhat number of efiates, and wh;1t number of Negroes had you 
under your care in that capacity? 

.I do not recollea the number of the efiates; but I had from 8 
to 9,000 Negroes under my care. 

In what manner were you engaged to attend thofe Negroes; 
and what was the nature of your agreement with the proprietors 
of thofe Negroes? 

I received fo much per head per annum, and was bound to at­
tend when called upon, exclufive of vifiting the efiatcs once or 
twice a week to enquire after the healths of the Negroes. 

ViThen you fay bound 'to attend, do you mean, that YOH thought 
it your duty to vifit the efiates whenever called upon, befides the 
times you have fiated ? 

Yes.-I have been at times obliged to vifit partic.ular efiates twice 
a day. 

Do you mean, without any additional pay? 
Certainly. 

Were there any particular difotders, or -particular cafes, where 
you received any extraordinary pay? 

Yes-cafes ef midwifery-we a,re feldom called upon but ua 
.laborious cafes. 

Are accidents, [uch as broken legs, included in your agree­
ment.? 

Yes. 

Are you a proprietor of efiates in the'Ifiand ? 
I have two plantations. -

Was it the reputation of the'country that, before the year 177'9. 
the efl:ates in general in the mand were properly !locked with 
Negroes? 

No. 

Were the efiates" to your knowledge., during your {by in the 
liland, properly fiocked? 

By 
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By far the greater part were not-fame few efiates, had, per~ 
haps, more than they required. 

From your experience, as a medical perfon, and as a planter, d() 
you conceive that the births are equal to the deaths? 

The births may be equal to the deaths-but the number of Ne­
groes raifed do not ~qual the decreafe. 

Do you know of any particular diforder which occafions the 
deaths of children foon after their birth? 

Negro children are liable to what is called the jaw-fall, which 
is, in faCt, tetanus, or convuliive cramp. 

Have you ever endeavoured to prevent or check the progrefs of 
that diforder ? 

Upon my own efiates very few cafes of it have occurred, and 
upon the efiates which I attended I was never called to a cafe of 
that fort, death takes place fo fuddenly in general. 

Do you afcribe the failure of the rearing of children to the 
colds and damps to which the mothers expofe them in their noc­
turnal rambles? 

It is one great caufe. 

Is it in the power of a mafier, by any regulation, or by any or­
ders which he may ifiue, to prevent the Negro women taking fuell: 
a courfe? 

I think it is not.-The mafier {hews his difpofition to prevent. 
it, by exempting Negro women with young children frorn throw­
ing grafs- at night, or doing any other work which the refi of the 
gang are occafionally forced to do. 

Do any other caufes occur to you, which you think prevent 
children arriving fo a fiate of maturity? 

The caufes are numerous-among them I will fiate the diffe­
rence of fituation as to the healthinefs, or otherwife, of the efiate--.l 
as to the fituation of it being near St. John'S Town or Englifh 
Harbour, as Negroes near thefe places are more apt to negleCt 
their children-on one of my plantations, which is fituated far 
from town, and at fame difiance from Englifh Harbour. molt 
of the young children grow up; fa that my increafe has exceeded 
my decreafe.-On the other efiate near Engliih Habour, I have 
fewer children born, and raife a very fmall proportion, from the 

... P exceifes 
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excei1es that both men and women are conftantly expofed to at that 
port. 

On the eltates whic h you have attended, have the malters and 
proprie tors always {hewn an Qnxious attention to the breeding and 
rearing of the children? 

To the rearing of them certainly. 

Do you know of any encouragement which the malter gives to 
thofe women who attend to their children? 

A good Negro, after ille is once fettled, and has had feveral 
children, is always careful of them, and ilie meets with en­
cou ragemen t from her malter. 

Do you know whether any gratuiti es are given to midwives? 
. Many planters give the midwives different rewards upon the 

birth of children.-I give a dollar to the midwife after !he has 
delivered the woman . 

. What at tention do you, and have you perceived to be given to 
pregnant women on your own eltate, and on thofe which you at­
tended ? 

Pregnant women appeared to me in general more likely to be 
injured from indolence, than from hard work, during their preg­
nancy-as foon as they find themfelves with child, and in many 
inllances long before they are in reality fa, they withdraw them­
{elves from work, and I have found a difficulty of even being able 
to perfuade them to attend in the field to look on while the others 
were working, which I have always infified upon, to be certain 
that they were not carrying heavy burthens to market, or doing 
other injurious work for themfelves. 

What is the kind of attention which the malter, from every 
obfervation you have been able to make, pays to the Negroes after , 
they are brought to bed, and during their confiqement? 

A Negro woman, as {oon as !he is brought .to bed on maR: 
eftates, chuies the perfon !he moft approves of, with a young child 
at her breall, to attend her during the firll nine days .. --She is {up­
plied by her maller with fugar, oatmeal, or the like, daily; and. 
in many inltances, candles, and other indulgencies.-She never 
comes to work till a month after her lying-in, and then does not 
turn out 'of a morning with the gang, (J)r llay as long in the field 
in the evening.-She does not go out till after the {un is com­
pletely up, and retires before the fun is down-The child is in the 

field 
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field with her, and {he .attends it whenever it cries; fo that in 
fact, the work of a woman witb. a young child is very trifling in­
deed. 

Have you always found, in the courfe of your medical attend­
ance, that the mafiers were ready to purfue every direction with 
refpect to food, and every comfort neceifary for a fick perfclD ? 

I frequently have o;'dered wine, animal food, and other indulg-, 
ences, which I have no reafon to think was ever withheld. 

Do you remember any extraordinary mortality among the Ne­
groes, in the year 1779. 

In the year 1778, 1779, and 1780, the dyfentery was epidemic 
in Antigua, and carried off, during thofe periods, nearly one-fifth 
of the flaves on the Ifland. 

Do you know what number of thofe Negroes which you attend­
ed, died, and can you ftate what were yoar own loifes ? 

I do not know, but I fear a proportion equal to what was loft 
on any other part of the Jfland.-On my plantation on the eafi 
part of the ifland, which wa·s a bealthy fituation, I loft very few 
-on my other plantation I loft more. -

Was every medical exertion ufed during the time of the rag.ing 
~f that epidemic diforder, in order to ftop its progrefs ? 

Certainly-at that time I was connected in buunefs with Doctor 
Adair, a man of great experience and ability, and whofe exerti.ons 
were very great. 

Did.you ever know of any complaints ever being made by any 
of the Negroes of the eftates which you attended, of a deficiency 
of food, of being ill treated, pr of having too hard labour impofed 
upon them? 

I have certainly known times when the food was very deficient 
indeed; but that was an unfortunate period, when from fucceffive 
years of dry weather, the Iiland was in a very diftreifed fituation­
if the proprietor gave lefs food, the work mull: have been lefs con­
fiderable, and his wants kept pace with thofe of the S1aves.-For 
the five laft years of my reudence in the Wand, it bas been in a 
more flourifhing fituation, and -I have feen no figns of a want of 
food. 

In the year you are fpeaking of, in which there was that defi­
ciencyof food owing to dry weather, were there any prohibitions 

to 
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to the importation of grain and other proviiions from any parts 
from whence fupplies ufually came? 

No-but it was during the wars. 

Did the Whites at that time fuffer, or undergo any hardlhip, in 
confequence of the want of provifions for themfelves? 

Yes; very great. 

Have you in general found the Negroes, in the courfe of your 
medical attendance, in health, in fpirit s, and feeming content, 
and to be in comfortable houCes ? 

I have; and when I have found houfes that did not appear tight, 
I have repreCented it to the proprietor or manager, and they have 
\lad them repaired. 

Were you e,'er called upon to attend any perf on out of the 
numbers of thofe you have fiated you were employed to attend, 
in confequence of any puniihment being infliCted on them? 

Never that I recolkCt. 

Had ever a cafe of this fort happened, is it likely that it mufi 
have come to your knowledge? 

I think it mufi-the faCt is, punilhment for great faHlts is more 
frequently infliCted by confining the offender, which he minds more 
than corporal punilhment. 

Have you ever obferved any indulgences lhewn to new Ne-
groes ? ' 

Generally they very are much indulged. 

Is it your opinion, that there is a proportionate number of fe­
male Negroes to breed from? 

I lhould think not, from the deficiency of fiaves in the ifiand 
to do the work of it. 

Would the abolition of the Slave Trade increafe that difficulty 
of keeping up the prefent fiock of Slaves? 

Certainly-there are fome few eilates on the ifland, that with­
out fome mortality very unforefeen, may never require an African 
Slave, but thefe are few in proportion. 

How have thofe efiates been fo flocked; has it been by breeding, 
or by hnportation from Africa? . ' 

By the original mode of purc;haiing-thof!: eflates that are well 
fupplied 



fupplied with Slaves, I fuppo[e the original proprietor placed 
mof!: women upon them. 

Do you think that the loffe·s fu(hined in 1779 have been yet 
repaired? 

They have not, to the bef!: of my knowledge-the bad crops, 
which fucceeded for fome years, put it out of the power of mof!: 
planters to purchafe, and it has not been till within thefe two or 
three years, that many have attempted to fupply their loifes. 

What would have been the confequence had the African Trade 
been abolifhed ? 

Many mull: have given up the idea of cultivating their efl:ates, 
as talk-work would have been fo exorbitantly high as to reader 
it impollible for them to think of having recourfe to that means. 

\Vhen you fpeak of tafk-work, are y.ou to be underil:ood to 
mean, that thofe Negroes which compofe the talk gang, would, by 
being diil:ributed among the eil:ates which fuil:ained the 10Kes in 
1779, have enabled them to carryon the cultivation of their 
efiates ? 

No-I do not-I conclude, from talk-work being at £.7. lOS. 

per acre, when it ufed to be, before I779, but at i.,'. 4. lOS. that 
our Ifland is .fiill very much under handed. 

From every obfervation you have been able to make as a medi­
cal man, and as a planter, do you think it pollible that the {tock 
of Slaves, fmall as you fay it is .at prefent in the Ifland, c-an be 
kept l!P by breeding, and without annual fupplies from Africa? 

I think not-there are fome fituations fa unhealthy, and having 
other circumfiam:es againil: them, as to make it doubtful with me, 
whether by any fieps that could be taken, the increafe wou1d equal 
the decreafe. 

Would the planter prefer breeding to purchafing ? 
Certainly he would-a Creole gang of Negroes is in much 

greater efiimation than one compofed chiefly of Africans. 

Do you think the cultivation of efrates can be carried on in any 
other manner than that now praCtifed ? 

I think it cannot-the number of Slaves required about the 
works, during crop. could not be fupplied by any other per[ons. 

Could Europeans perform any of the fen'ices which are ne­
,eifary in the courfe of hufbandry now praclifed in the lfland r 

4- Q... I think 

• 



I think they could not-indeed ploughmen, and boys that have 
been ufed to follow the plough, have been fent out to efl:ates, 
where the plough has been made trial of, and they were found 
uneq ual to the. labour in that climate. 

Have you obferved whether the Negroes are ' fond of expoling 
themfelves to the heat of the fun r 

They certainly are-'-l do not recolleCt I ever heard a Negro 
complain of heat, tho~h eonfl:antly of cold. 

Do yo u .think :the plough can be ufed in the Ifland of An­
tigua ? 

I do not-in the {ituations mofl: favourahle for it, where it has 
been tried, it has been as conitantly given up. 

\tVould not the planter mofl: readily adopt any mode, by which 
the expenee attending the maintenance of the Negroes cotlld be. 
l eifened, or their labour diminifhed.? 

He certainly would adopt any mode ,to leifcn :his oexpences that 
he could fairly do, and if he CQuld diminifh the moO: laboricus part 
of their work by any fubititute, he could employ the Negroes [0 
profitably"in lighter work, that he would gladly do it. 

Examined by Member.s of the Committee. 

Enumerate the variolls fervices of the gang durin.g crop tim~, 
and as nearly as ,you can, .the proportion of hands allotted to eacll 
fervice ? 
Th~ firflworkin a morning (at which all the Negroes that 

can be .are mufiered) is cutting .the cane-when a fuflicient q uan­
tity of cane is cut to put the mill in the wind. three able men 
attend in the mill, and ·nve or feven younger perfO!1S attend to 
carry the canes to tlaofe me-n.-When two coppers of cane juice 
are ground, there are two more firong .men called in as firemen, 
and two in the ' boiling haufe-as more juiee is colle<:1ec4 more 
men are called" an'd there are generally feven men in "the boiling 
haufe, and.four as firemen, on a moderate ,llzed plantation, with 
nine coppers in the boiling houfe-there are others about the 
difiillery, amounti~g in the whole, when all the work is going 
on with {pirit to between twenty and thirty negroes; fa that ther.e 
are few left to cut the canes, drive the cart, and do _the other 

~ work, except on very well handed .efiates. 
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What m:mber of hoglheads of fugar annually, do you fuppofe 

the efiate, with nine coppers in ·the boiling houfe, fJf which you 
are now fpeaking, may produce? 

!wo hundred hog!hcads. 

Is the number of Negroes employed in the boiling houfe pro­
portionate to the fize of the efiate, to the quantity of produce, 
or to the number of the gang? 

.No.-Planters, over rating the value of their property, may have 
ereded buildings calculated for an efiate of 200 hogilieads, when 
perhaps their produce does not prove to be 60 hogilieads; but 
Hill the coppers being there, they are ufed and attended.-And, 
it happens that on thefe properties, where they are likewife weakly 
handed, the canes are cut one day by the whole Hrength of the 
gang, and .ground and manufactured the next day. 

Is it, or is it not necelfary, that the canes ihould be cut ITS 

foon as they are ripe for it, and .not remain in that fiate in the 
fields? 

Certainly-there is a period at which they will be deemed mofi 
productive, but from different circumfial)ces, they are left be­
yond that period, to the great lofs of the planter. 

Are the canes, or are they not injured by being fuffered to re­
main fame time after they are cut before they are ground? 

In the courfe of a few days after they are cut, they turn four 
:tntI will not make fugar, but are $round for .the .purpofes of the 
.lifiillery. 

Does it often 'happen that the fame perfonswho are employed 
in cutting the canes, are employed al[o afterwards to a late hour 
in attending the boilinghoufe? 

Yes; but they do not turn out with the gang .the next morning 
.to hard labour, in general. . 

Is, or is not the cutting of the canes one of the moft laborious 
fervices of the plantation? 

It is laborious, but I do not think one of the mofi laborious, 
~nd is performed with Iuch alacrity and good fpirits that it {eems 

·trifling. 

Is it or is it Bot, fuch labc:lUr as is beyond the fttengtb of wo­
\Jllen, or of any but adult males? 

.N"o---,the women cut the canes as well, and with as much ap­
'parent 
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parent eafe, as the men.-The young Negroes and women with 
young children, attend to tie the canes up into bundles as the other 
Negroes cut them. 

With what jnflruments, and in wbat manner, are the canes 
cut? 

With the bill-a good cane may be from five to eight feet long 
-a Negro ihikes at the root, and cuts the cane down, then takes 
off the top, and if too long to be handily put into the cart he cuts 
it in two. 

By whom is the operation of diftilling ufuJlly performed, and 
when does it commence? 

There is generally, upon mort e'1:ates, ~n experienced Negro, 
who has four under him to follow the diredions of the manager. 
- The operation commences ten, fifteen, or twenty days after the 
firfl canes are ground. 

How long docs tbe operation continue? 
Throughout the crop. 

Is it perf6rmed commonly under the far].1e roof with the boiling 
houfe? 

They are di.fferent rooms, fometimes adjoining, fometimes not. 

You have Clid you was a member of the Affembly in 1784; 
can you flate the motives for palling the Act, intiruled, " An 
" ACt for iettling and regulating the trial of criminal Slaves by 
" jury?" 

Prior to that Act two tmgiftrates (one of which being of the 
quorum) fat ill judgment upon Slaves for all crimes.-It was reck­
oned by the m:lgiihates as a hardihip to act as judge and jury, 
and it was thought that more effeClual juftice would be done the 
criminal by his having a jury-the A8: was therefore paffed, in 
fome meafure to relieve the hardfhip the magiftrates complained of, 
and i,n behalf of the Slave to be tried. 

To what caufes do you afcribe the tetanus? 
As it occurs in young children, I afcribe it to premature ex­

pofure to cold, but my opinion is, that fo many do not die of the 
tetanus as is thought, even by proprietors-no child dies in the 
nine days but it is immediately iaid it had the jaw-fall.-Now, it 
is natural to fuppofe that many of thefe chilciren die from the fame 
cau[es which carry oil' the infants of Europeans. 

Can 
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Can you £late the quantity of your land., and the number of your 
gang; difiinguiihing infants, aduhs, fuperannuated, and males and 
females? 

I have +00 acres of land on the windward part of the mand, and 
220 Negroes-in Falmouth divifion, near Englilh harbour, I have 
220 acres of land, and from I 10 to I 15 N egroes.- I cannot ftate 
the different ages or qualifications of either gang, nor the pro­
portion of fexes.-At Windward I have about eighty field Ne­
groes, but I cannot fay, whether the-re a,re moit men or moil 
women. 

What part of thefe e£lates refpefrively is in 'Cane, and what in 
provifion ground, o.r in other aBotments r 

About 200 a<:res in cane land at Windward, about 30 acres in 
provifion ground, the reft pa£lure- at Falmouth about 100 acres 
in cane land, about twenty acres in provifion ground, and the rell: 
pafiure-befides in the provifion ground £lri6tly fpeaking, yams and 
eddoes are annually raifed in the cane land. 

Is the provifion ground worked in grots by the whole gang, 
m is it fubdivided amongfithe Slaves in proportion to everyone's 
family or otherwife? 

Some of the provifion ground is cultivated with Guinea corn by 
the whole gang, and the produce £lored oil the eftate; and dif­
trihuted on allowance days- the cultivation of the re£l is divide.d 
in a certain proportion to each Negro. 

What bn your own e£late was the proportion allowed per head? 
Having fo much land, my grounds in general were larger than 

common; and fome induftrious Negtoes had feveral patches in 
different parts-I do not immediately recolleCt the quantity at tpe 
fir£l difiribution, but I think it was feventy feet fquare per head-
1 repeat however, that they cultivated more if they pleafed. 

What was the ordinary allowance in addition to the produc~ of 
their peculiar proviJion grounds given to the Slaves per head? 

From clght to twelve mea[ures of grain per head per week. 
e:lch mea(ure containing about a pint-of yams (when that was 
the allowance) from twenty-fix to thirty pounds per week to each 
Negro-Negroes who are obferved to look ill are fed twice or 
thrice a day-at their dinner they have a very fLlll meal. 

Is this allowance ever given them at times when their own 
grounds are in crop? 

Always. 
4 R What 
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vVhat proportion do you imagine the produce of their own 
'grounds bears to the allowance of fo od received from their maf­
ters? 

T he prod uce of thoi r grounds is fo various from weather, and 
from the attention the individual pays to it, that I cannot fpeak 
wi th precifion to that quefiion. 

Does ,tb is produce form a materi al part of their fufien ance ? 
From the produce of their grounds , their goatSc, hogs, and poul­

try, an induflrious family not only live well but drefs well. 

To what purpofes is the produce allotted of the paiture ground 
on yo ur efiate, of which you have lately fpoken? 

To the feeding of ca ttle, mules, and {beep. 

W hat numb er of N egroes is ordinarily required to attend this 
part of the efiate ? 

It depends on the 'numbers of rhe cattle and mules-a large herd 
of cattle, generally has two men and two young boys to attend 
't hem; the mules, one man; :lnd the {beep, tw.o boys? 

W as the number employed on your pafiure ground commonly 
greater or lefs than what you have now fpoken of? 

Lefs by one man at W indward-- on the other efiate, I kept no 
{heep, and one man and two boys were fufficient to attend the 
cattle and mules. 

Does it require an able field Negro to do the man's part of this 
fe rvice? 

It does, and one whofe ability and attention you have confidence 
In. 

You havefiated, that on 'fome efiates the ,provifion ground is 
f requently changed; with what view are thefe changes made? 

'1 he potatoe cultivated by the N egroes, is thought with I.1S to 
exhaufi tbe land more than any other root, and where the grounds 
are fr equently changed, it is on p1a.ntations confifiing almofi en­
tirely of ' cane land, and it is found advantageous both' for the pro­
prietor and the Negro to make thefe exchanges once in two or 
three years-the Negroes are always pleafed with the exchallg~, as 
tht:ir returns are certainly greater in the new land. 

If at any time the Negroes peculiar provifion ground fails in its 
produce, -is the allowance df food increafcd, and is fuch failure fre­
quent? 

SUc4 
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Such failure is frequent, and the allowalKe is encreafed in confe­
quence of that failure. 

Do you recolJect the maximum to which the allowance has 
been encreafed under thefe circumftances ? 

I never gave, as a general a.Jlowance, more than twelve pints, but 
have had many applications in the week for further ailiftance, which 
I generally complied with. 

What do you take to be the expence of the maintenance for 
Slaves per head annually? 

I ihould [uppo[e [orne where from five to eight pounds currency 
-in the war it was full the latter [urn. 

What do you take to have 'been the ordinary annual decreafe of 
Slaves in the Hland of Antigua? 

On my own property at Falmouth, I have placed twenty Negroes 
within the laft nine years, and the number does not now exceed 
what it was then.-AtWindward my increa[e is greater than my 
decreafe. 

What was the gyeatelt number of Slaves you ever purcha[ed at 
one time? 

I never purchafed but eight African ,Slaves, and thofe were in 
one lot. 

Do you recollect the ages of the different Slaves whereof that lot 
confilted ? 

I fll ppo[e they might have been all of the [arne age, about fifteero. 
year~ ~ld-feven males and one female. 

From what part of the coalt did they come r 
From the \Vindward or Gold Coalt. 

Is it generally believed th'lt it is more profitable for the planter 
to go on the [yltem of breeding, than on that of purehafing African 
1 Tegroes ? 

I do not know that I ever heard it doubted. 

During the [carcity of which you have before fpoken, were there 
any, and what attempts, made to procure [upplies and provifions? 

There were conltant attempts made to procure fupplies, and 
l"rge fupplies were ordered to be rent out from Great Britain. 

, Were 
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\Vere attempts made to procure provifions from any of the neigh­
bouring Iflands ? 

Yes; and quantities were obtained from Saint Eufiatius. not 
good in their ki nd, and exorbitan tly dear. 

Of what fpecies were thefe articles? 
Beans, flour, and Indian corn. 

Were any ground proviiions attempted to be had from the neigh­
bouring Iflands ? 

The difficulty was very g reat owing to tbe war, as velfc ls could 
not go from Wand to Wand, without being taken by priva­
teers .. 

A nd then the Counfel and Wi tnefs were directed to 
withdraw. 

Mercurii, 17° die MartH 17'(jO. 

COunfel and Witnefs called in as before • . 

. Dr. AT H ILL. And the Witnefs defired to explain his former' evidence; whea 
he {tated that the annual expence of the maintenance of Slaves per 
.head, was from five ·to eight pounds currency. Upon fu,rther 
·recollection, he wifhes to {tate it from five to eight pounds fier­
ling; and full the latter fum during the time of the late war. 

And then he was further examined .by the Members of 
the Committee. 

Do you make tbis conection in confeq uence of referring to 
any documents 01' papers? 

No-but upon reflecting more ferioufly on a calculation made 
by the late Alderman Oliver, and which he had frequently com­
municated to me. 

What were the principal articles of the Slave's mmntenance on 
which this increaie t<?ok place during the war.[ . Oa 
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On every article ·of food, and the freight and inlnrance from 

Europe. 

Enumer,ate the various fpecies of .ground provillons and pro­
<luce. 

The yam with us I confider the moft material-we r!life be­
flues, eduoes, potatoes, plantanes, Guinea .com" and American 
corn. 

What are the fituations and foil adapted to each ~f thefe [pecies 
of produce? 

The yam is moft productive in a light foil" of which the eaft, 
north eaft, and north weft fides of the country chiefly is com­
pofed. The eddoe thrives beft in a ftronger or clay foil. Corn 
grows in either; but the plantanes thrive bell: in rich and moift 
bottoms, or near rivulets. 

H as or has not every plantation whatever, be the nature of its 
lod what it may, [orne or other of thefe articles in cultivation? 

y o::s-to the beft .of my knowledge. 

Are the caufes which prove injurious to any ORe of thefearticles 
I)f ground provifions equally injurious to aU ? 

It fomet imes happens, that in the fame plantation the piece of 
yams may be nearly deftroyed in one or two nights by worm., 
and the piece of potatoes nearly adjoining e[cape, and vice verfa ; 
but the worm is defin!lCtive to all thofe fpecies of provifions, 
the plantains only excepted, which, from the nature of our 
Ifland, however, is not advantageoufly cultivated as a material 
ar ticle of food. 

If tI~e ground provifions unexpectedly fail, whither can the 
planter refort for provifions for ·his Negroes in this emergency? 

Planters in general have a quantity of beans from England, 
which, from their being kiln dried, keep a long time-they are 
therefore preferved for the ,emergency-but in times of peace, I 
never knew Indian Com deficient altogether at market. 

How long will thefe beans keep without being materially in­
jured? 
. If properly put up, for many months. 

What cau[es are peculiarly injurious to the Indian corn ? 
':T.lle weevil .. and it very foon gets mufly. 

4 S W.as 
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Was th e i11lltting up of the American ports attended with con­
fiderable difadva ntages to the Weft India Illands. 

Very great, and the exper,ce of grain from America now, is 
upon an average perhaps nearly double what it was before the 
war-before the wa r, a merchant would contratt to fupply a 
planter with grain at five lhillings a bulhel-he now requires 
eight ihillings and three pence or nine lhillings . 

Do you apprehend the Slaves have felt th e inconvenience of this 
meafnre in the diminution of the food allowed the!n? 

I do not-I believe the S!.lves in Ant ig ua never were better fed 
than for the laft five: years. 

Has the lack of fupp!y from the American market been fur­
nill1ed from this country, or have more ground provifions been 
cul tiv<lted ? 

The yam and eddoe have been more ex tenfively cultivated­
larger quantities of beans have been ordered out from England. 
but there has always been American grain at market, at, as I be­
fore {l-ated, a h igher price than formerly. 

Is the ground provifion lefs liable to be injured by bad [eafons 
than the fugar calle? 

No. 

Is it fa far injured by the fame caufes, and generally in fa equal 
a degree, that from the diminitherl produce in fugar, one may 
g uefs at the degree in which provifions alfo have failed? 

The weather required to bring canes to maturity, and that to 
b ring anyone fpecies of provifions mentioned, is fa different that 
I think no inference can be drawn upon the fubjecr. 

What kinds of weather then are peculiarly beneficial or detri­
men tal to both ? 

Regular fealons of rain are requifite f0r bringing the cane to 
maturity-Iefs rain will do for the yam, but that requires critical 
rains in Ottober, when it is appling-the eddoe requires much 
rain.-I think the American corn that we grow, from its great 
uncertainty, cofts more than what we purchafe. 

What forts of weather are moft beneficial or det~imental to the 
pafture? 

Our 
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Our pa1l:ures are foon burnt from dry weather, · and coh(hint 
rains are beft for them. 

- Is Guinea grafs, or any other fpecies of artificial grafs grown in 
the ifland of Antigua? 

Guinea grafs is cultivated for the ufe of the ftables and mliles. 

Does the obfervation which you made have refpecting the wea­
ther, deGreable for pafture ground, extend to this laR fpecies of 
produce? 

The Guinea grafs being cultivated in intervals between cane 
pieces, and in particular fpots, and more attended to than the ge­
neral pafture, grows with lefs rain, but continued dry weather in 
many infiances kills it entirely. 

Have there been any material improvements in the <:economy 
and management of a fugar plantation of late years? 

I do not know that there have. 

In cafe a law were to pafs in this country, prohibiting the im­
portation of Negroes into the Weft India Iflands, can you form 
any judgment d the increafed rate at which it might be pollible 
10 introduce them from any of the neighbouring iflands ? 

I cannot; but I fuppofe it would be very confiderable. 

What is the ordinary duration of the lives of Slaves, compared 
with that of the lives of White Men, in the Weft Indies and in 
Europe? 

Slaves live full as long in the "Vea Indies as White people-on 
moft eil::tes old age is fpent in a comfortable and eafy way. 

How are the old Slaves employed? 
When once they deem themfelves fuperannuated they are not 

employed fdr their mafter-before that period their work is light 
-they act as aiijftant nurfes to take care of the fick, and the young 
children, and in fome inftances wafh or cook for the overfeers. 

How many either of the firft or fecond defcription of aged flaves 
had you on your two plantation~ ? 

I had fifteen or fixteen of the firfi defcription at Windward, 
being an old fettled eftate, and the gang chiefly Creoles-on the 
other efiate I had not above two, the Negrqes there, being near 
Englifh Harbour, lead a more debauched alld irregular life thall 

the 



the othei's, and therefore neither are .[0 healthy or live fo long­
of the [ec0nd clafs I cannot fay how· many I had. 

'What is the office of watchman, and by whom IS it per­
fo rmed? 

They protect the yams, canes, and provifions from being 
fl:olen-it is performed by able field Negroes 1 

Is the office always performed by able field Negroes -? 
An old Negro fometimes lives in the Negro grounds, and in 

the plan tane walks, as watchman; and in thofe cafes they make 
their huts more pe rmanent and comfortable than the common 
watch hou[es are. 

Has the late price of Slaves rifen OIl males and fema1es lfi an 
equal proportion ? 

I believe it bas. 

What was former1y, and is now, the fituat'ion of S1aves in 
Antigua as -to 'religion '? 

Formerl y, I believe, the Slaves thought little of religion, and 
were few of them Chrifiians-they now in great numbers attend 
the different churches and meeting hOl1fes, and I believe are mofi 
of them bapti[ed. 

What caufes have -chiefly operated in ,the prodiuCtion ,of t11is 
change? 

The fettlement of the Moravians and Methodi-fts amongft us­
the former have two very good chapels, are very attentive to their 
congregation, and lead an exemplary life-the latter I have not 
been fo much in the way of feeing. 

Are infia:nces of Negroes attainif.lg old age OOmm<ilil or care in 
Antigua? 

Very common. 

Are thofe Negr~es wbo are rendered incapable of la-bour by old 
age 'or difeafe -ever abandoned fOT that reafon by their owners! 

I never knew an inftance of it. 

In the courfe of your obfervation and practice on thofe efiates. 
-whofe Slaves vou had the medical care .of, had you ever an occa-

• U~ 
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£011 to apply any relief to a Slave wh<> had been immoderately 
puniihed? 

Never. 

Is it prohable that if a Slave had at any time received an immode­
rate correction, you ihould not have attained the knowledge of it 
from fome of the Slaves belonging to the plan'tation, even if the 
manager or proprietor had concealed it, from you? 

I think I mufi have known it-they are fond of relating their 
grievances. 

You have faid, that on fome eftates the canes me cut Ol'le day and . 
ground the next, is that by choice or necellity; and if the lat­
ter, whence does that necellity arife! . 

From necellity; and is occaGoned in fome infiances by the 
difiance of the cane pieces from the mill, but in by far the greater 
number from the planter not ha'ling fufficient Negroes to fup­
ply the fugar works and the field at the [arne time. 

Is or is not this method attended by conGderable difadvantages 
to the planter? 

By very confiderable difadvantages. 

As far as your knowledge and obfervatioll extend, are the 
plantations in Antigua, with which you are beft acquainted, in 
general fupplied with a [ufficient number of Negroe·s already, in 
proportion to the q.uan.tity of land they have to r;ultivatd 

They are not. 

In your opinion, can tais defieiency be fupplied by the utmoft 
care and attention in the rearing of Creole Negroes, and without 
the alliftance of a freih fupply of new Negroes from Africa? 

I do not think it pollible by any means to fupply the 10[5, but 
by occaGonal importations. 

Is, or is it not practicable, in your opinion, to cultivate the 
lands in Antigua by the labour of Europeans or other White 
people, even if a fufficient number of them could be had? 

I think it is impraClicable-their conftitutions have ne'ler been 
found equal to hard labour in that climate-the plough has been 
tried on eftates under my care~ and I -never knew the ploughman, 
who was a White man, hold out long at the la~ur, without 
»eing taken ill. 

4 T Did 
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Did you ever know a Bla.ck ploughman in Antigua r 
I never did. 

To w hat peculiarity in theWefllndia clima·te do you afcribe 
t he impoffibility of a White man performing the labour of a 
pl a nta~ioll ? 

The exceffive heat. 

, Have you ever made any obfervation as t() the a'verage height 
of the thermometer ill Antigua? 

I never made a courfe of obfervations, but I ·believe it is ge­
nerally ueareighty of Fahrenheit. 

Have not mofi: plantations a White overfeer on them? 
Several. 

What is the kind of labour fhat they do OR the plantation? 
They turn out' with the Negroes in a morning, ca[,[ a Jifi:, and 

fe e that they are all engaged in their ,refpettive works; and one 
,of them attends the great gang in the field part of the forenoon. 
w hen, from the excefiive heat of the {[.In they retire; and if this 
w ork was carry~ng on far from h.is refidence. he has a mule to 
ride home an-in the afternoon he calls the lifi: agaiR, and at-
tends to overlook the work. ' 

Do you think that the cOPlfi:itution of any white over[eer you 
ever Caw, could fufi:ain the labour of digging cane holes, and the 
other wor,k of a ,plan-tatiM which js g.enerally afiigned to the Ne-
groes? " 

I never law. the perIon I th0ught capable ,of undergoing i t.-I 
.am certain they <could not iland the office of fireman,or boiler. 

How do White domefi:ic fervants in general bear the heat of the 
Wefi: India clima.te? 

Whilte domefi:ic Iel'vants have fo many Negroes about them to 
do their work, that they Coon become gentlemen themfelves, and 
I believe an: generally deemed, after trial, ufelefs. 

, Are their cOFlfi:itutioJls found to fuffer from dre wciltk they 
undergo? 

I never knew 'but two infi:ances qf 'gentlemen ·in Antigua 
baving White men fervan'ts ..... in both they became Cots, and were 
lent back to England in a fe,W months-l therefoi'e ~a"ilot fay 
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that I ever knew their conftituti0llS injured by the work they' 
did. 

Are there White blackfmiths, Ol any other White mallufac~ 
turers of iron in Antigua! 

There aTe. 

How do they undergo the climate? 
For one White blackfmith in a {hop there are three Blacks. 

who do the laborious work under the direction of the White man 
-White blackfmiths are by no means healthy, and I know no 
inftance of their living very .Iomg. 

Is, or is not the operation of ,cutting down t'hecane f<!>r fhe 
mill fo eafy. as that frequently more than one cane ,comes down 
by a fil:lgle ftroke of the ,bilL? 

Yes. 

Is, or is not thecrup time .a feafon wherein the Sla-v.es are 
in general more .chearful and healthy tha1'lat anY0ther, al­
though they may be more b'Ufi'ly .orconftantly employed in that 
feafon -? 

Beyond all comparifon {a.-A lo~g crop .leaves our Negroes in 
a ftate of ftrength and health. v.ery different from .the~r ftate after 
a {hort ,one. 

Is or is it not the genera11y prevailingcull:<om .in Antigua, in 
crop time, to cool down the coppers every night loon .after [un fet. 
and to ceafe -the operation of [1:!garmaking for the remainder of 
the night, and until after fun .riling the next morning ? 

We-cool down every Flight, but not immediate1y after [u.n [et­
we [eldom begin boiling before [un rife-'the hour -of cooling 
down varies, and may be upon an average, at about nine or' ~en 
o'clock. 

Does not this give the Sla'ves an 0pportunity of enjoying ~ 
proper proportio~ (i)f r.eft -every .night, if they ,cnufe to tetire 
;to it? 

It does. 

Of whom in general do the inhabitants of 'town's in Al1tigua, 
who have no plantations of their own, purcha[e .the !trafs, and 
other green provender, with which they feed their horfes ? 

Of the Slaves refideJlt on the ,plantations in the neighbourho~~ 
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of the town, who carry it in at noon and In the evening, and 
fel l it. 

W hat will it coil: fuch ' an inhabitant to feed a horfe per day in 
tha t manner, exc1ufive of oats? 

At leail: tw~ !hillings and three pence.-I believe more. 

W hat does that amount to in il:erling money? 
Abou t one !hill ing and fix-pen ce. 

Is the quantity [0 fold by the Slaves confiderable ? 
Very confiderable, 

How are fuch inhab itants ord inarily fupplied with poultry, 
pork, vegetables, and fruits? 

By the managers of plantat ions. and fome proprietors who make 
it an object; bu t chiefly, I bel ieve, by the Slaves-fome poultry 
is likewife imported from America. 

H ow are H is M ajeil:y's land forces, and !hips of war, chiefly 
fupplied with the above articles of frelh provifions ? 

In the [arne manner as the inhabitants of the town. 

Have or' have not the Slaves the entire dominion and property 
in whatever they acquire by their own perfonal indufiry and 
fav ings, and without the controul of their maiters ! ' 

T hey have. 

Did you ever know or hear of an initance of a proprietor of a 
Slave in any ihape interfering with the property of a Slave fo ac-
quired ? . 

I never did . 

From the obfervation you have made of the labour, treatment, 
and general ftate and condition of the Slaves in Antigua, compared 
l.v ith that of the common labouring people in England, is it your 
oplllion that the former or the latter enjoy the greater comfort in 
their refpective relative itations ? 

I have no hefitation in declaring I think the fituation of the 
Negro and his family happier, and much more free from cares, 
miferies, and mortifications, than that of the peafant in many parts 
.of this country. 

And then the Witnefs was direCted to withdraw. 

1,1 
ALEXANDER 



[ 343 ) 

ALE X AND E R WI L L 0 C K, Efquirc,called in, and 
examined. 

Of what country are you a llative ? 
Of Ireland. 

Have you ever been in the If1and of Antigua? 
Yes. 

How long did you refide there? 
Thirty-fix years. 

When did you retarn to England ? 
In '"'781. 

\Nhile you refided in Antigua, were you proprietor of any 
d l:ates, or had you the managem(;nt of efrates of thofe who were 
abient from the Wand as attorney. or otherwife ? 

1 was a p:oprietor of efiates, and attorney for others. 

Is it your opinion that a few, or many efiates in the Wand, had 
t.~eir complement of Slaves1 

Mofi of the.efiates in the Wand were deficient ill Slaves. 

·Were they fo deficient previou~ to theyear 1779 ? 
They were always deficient, but more fo after that fatal year. 

\.Vere your efiates fully handed previous to the year 1779 ? 
Yes. 

How did you firfi fiock your efiates; was it by purchafe of 
Slaves out of the cargo arriving from Africa, or was it by the ill­
creafe on fuch eO:ates.? 

I momy purchafed, and had all increafe till the year 1779. by 
births. 

In the year 1779, do you remember any extraordinary diforder 
prevailing in the Uland, by which a number, and what number of 
Slaves were carried off? 

I had on two eO:ates of my own upwards of 500 Negroes, out 
of which I 100: fifty by fluxes. 

4 U Call 
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Can you ftate what was the generallofs ? 
It was computed at 4-,500, or upwards. 

In what time do you fuppofe that thofe lolres were fuftained ? 
The great mortality which happened on my eftates began in 

Auguft. and continued till November. I have the Jill: of Negroes 
which I brought \fith me from Antigua, and the Names of thofe 
who died. 

Have the lolres in general, in your opinion, been in any, and 
what degree fupplied ? 

I happened to have fo many Negroes of my own, that I wanted 
no fupply. 

QQeftion repeated. 
There have been feveral Negroes imported fince; but there is 

. frill a great deficiency. 

Had not thofe cargoes arrived, what would have been the con­
fequence? 

The confequence would have been •. that a great quantity of 
, Sugar which has been fince made. would not have been made. 

Suppofe the Wand {honld be fo unfortunate as to be again at­
tacked with the fame difordet, ' which committed fuch ravages in 
the year 1779. and the poflibility of procuring Slaves from Africa 
was prevented. what would be the confequence ? 

Several perfons mull: abandon their efiates. 

Have you had any late accounts from the Wand of Antigua? 
Yes. 

Of what nature are they with refpect to the health of the Slaves 
when fuch accounts came away? 

In December and January, remarkably fickly, and feveral per­
fons loll: a great many of their Slaves. 

Do you mean laft December and January? 
Yes. ' 

Have you the account of the lolres of Slaves of any particular 
eftate fuftained at .the ablilVC time? 

Yes. 
Have 
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Have you any account of that fort about you? 
I have an extraB: of a letter from Mr. Lovell, a Gentleman of 

charaB:er, to his wife. 

From whom did you receive that extract ? 
From Mr. Kender MaCon . 

Who is Mr. Kender MaCon? 
Mr. Lovell's fon-in-law. 

Is his mother-in-law now living with him? 
Yes. 

Do you believe that this extraCt is taken from, a letter writtea 
by Mr. Lovell, now refiding in the Ifland of Antigua, to his 
wife? 

I have not the leaft doubt of it. 

Then the Caid extraCt was delivered in, and read, as fol. 
10ws: 

t( ExtraCt of a Letter from Mr. Lovell, dated An­
" tigua, 14th January 1790. 

" It is with ' concern I now advife, that through the 
" month of December, it was dreadful fickly a­
" mongft the Negroes through the whole Illand; 
" but proved more fatal upon fome ef1:at(ls than 
" upon others; their firft complaints were fevere 
" coughs and pains in the ftomach, which Coon 
" terminated in inveterate pleurifies, that in many 
" inf1:ances carried off the Negroes before medicine 
" could have effeCt; though where we could ven­
" ture, we bled immediately, and blif1:ered upon 
" their firf1: complaining: at Mr. Brookes's, Pope' s 
" Head eftate, we loft twelve in the courCe of a 
.' few days. It was reallyexpeB:ed at one time, a 
" full third of the gang would have been fwept 
" off, having feldom fewer than from thirty to 
" forty down together at the Wood eftate; we 
" alfo loft four, and of my own two; one was t:J.ken 
" CpeechleCs in three or four hours after he com­
" plained, and died in forty-eight hours, in {hong 

" convulfions, 

i 
I 
" 
r 

Ii 
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I 
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ct, eonvulfions, withollt utteril~g a fyJlable the whole 
" timc. 

" N. 13. On Mr. Brookes's, Pope's Head efrate, 
" tllere were 240 Negroes." 

Dori ng the Licknefs whi ch prevail ed in the year 1779, was there 
every kind of attention illewn to the Negroes who were Lick, both 
w ith refpea to medical afl){hnce, and every other kind of atten­
tion which is illcwn on fueh oecaGons ? 

Yes-l called in ' the affiibnce of two furgeons (beLides the fur­
geoll belonging to the efrate) and I told them they could not put 
me to too much expenee in the fervice of the Negroes.-I paid 
cvery atte n~ion to them in my power, and fpared no expenee. 

Is it your opin ion, that efiates in general have a fufficient num­
ber of females to breed from ? 

No-I do not think they have in general.-I purchafed a great 
m~ny women. 

SuppoCe the African Slave Trade to be aboliilled, and that de­
ficiency of women could be fuppli ed from Africa, would it confi­
d.erably tend to prevent the natural increafe ? 

Cer tainly . 

. Do you think, from your long experience, and Jong reGdence 
1n the i.{]and, that it is pollible by any attention, by any encourage­
ment, or by any regulation the mafier can give or lay down, that 
the prefent frock of Slaves could be kept up by breeding alone? 

I think not. 

Do you conceive, that it is more for the intereft of the planter 
to keep up hi s frock by breeding rather than by put'chafe ? 

Certai-nly by breeding- We reckon one Creole Negro bred upon 
the ellate to be worth three Salt Water Negroes (that is to fay) im­
ported Africans. 

Are the Negroes in general fed. clothed, and lodged, at the ex­
pence of the.ir malleI's? 

Yes. 

How are they fed? 
We generally feed them upon corn, beans, herrings, and rice­

at particular times we give them pork, flour ... bifcuit-, or beef. 
" Betides 
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Befides the allowance of the mafier, do you allow- them grounds 

to raife provifions upon? 
Yes~and I generally give my Negroes an afternoot:l in every 

week to work for themfelves. 

Are there other dmes in the we~k- ~n which they have oppor-
tunities of employing themfelves in their grounds. ~ , 

They are allow~d an hour and an half for dinf.ler tililile. and fre­
quently take an opportunity dllring that time to work in tl~eir 
grounds-that afternoon, which I give them once a week, is with 
an intention for th.em to work in ~heir grounds purpofely. 

Do thtly difpofe of the produce of their grounds, and for whofe 
advantage or benefit do they [0 .di(pofe of it? 

Entirely for .their OWl].. 

Do they raife frocK of any. and what kind? 
,\Ve permit them to keep as many fowls and hogs as tl1t1Y 

chufe. . 

Do they di(pofe of fuch frock~and is that alfo for their own 
benefit? 

Yes . 

Do you know of any infl:ance Of intl:aoces ' where Negro fhves 
have accumulated any. an~ what fUlJ}s of mGney? 

I have known fev.era! infian<;es,~l), ,N~gro WOl~an of my own 
pur.chafe.d two flaves "f me. . 

D9 you know 9f any infraAce where a Negro Slave has been 
t(!iid~d his freed·GlR.. by his rnafter. and [l)ch tep.d.e.( teje.CJ~d.?· 

Yes-I have had a Slave of rnyOWI) called Derry. whQ refufed 
his free~om. 

DId he flate to y.ou any reafons for fuc'h refural ? 
~ did~he faiq White peupk WOlJld. beat bi% and he 1'hould 

have no rnafier to apply to. 

Do you knQw any infran~e of a Negro Sl~ye hvjng to a conllde-
rable old age? . 

Ma.ll.,y. 

What part of th~ CIlitivation of an eftate do yevu conceive to be 
t>he mofrlaborious to a Negro? 

Throwing out dung ill baO<ets. 
4 X De[crib~ 



Mr. 

D efcribe th e balket, the weight, :ll1d the man.ner in. which it is 
car.ried. 

To the beO: of my reoollection the baiket with the dung weighs 
abou t twenty-five p ounds. ' , 

Is that .the greateft weight that the mafter requi.res a Neg-ro to 
carry? 

No, by 110 means - a firki.n of butter will weigh {eventy 
pounds. 

When they are 'carryiftg this dung, do they ,Jo it witli ,cafe to 
themfelves ? 

T hey al ways work very chearfll1l1y on tho[e ,oocaJions,'for I gene­
,rall,y give tl1 cm g rog? 

W hat kind of houfes do th e j'f mafters generally build for them ? 
T he boufes are in generai from twenty-five to ,thirty feet lon.g. 

with t wo rooms rm them. 

Does ,the mafter provide t11em with 'ca'hins or places to Deep 
u-pon '? 

Yes. 

Does he provide them wi,th covering or c10athing r 
Yes. 

And then .the 'Gouafd anal Wi-tfle1"s were diretkd to 
withdraw. 

Jovis, 1'8° die Mar-tii 1790. 

C OunfeI and Witnefs cal'led in as before:; and the Cou,nfd pro­
ceeded fur,ther in his Examination. 

WI L L 0 C K. Do you con'fider the 'Produce of an eftate t~ depend il'l any de­
gree en the number of hands employed upon It :? 
, Yes-I purchaIed an·eftate :that had 120 Negroes on it, when I 
bought it-l have now upon that eftate 350 Ncgroes.-At the 
time I purchafed the eftate -it made about feventy hoglheads of 
fugar, upon .an average, per ,annum, and now makes ISCi) h0glheads 
lIpon ,an ,average. 

Is 
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Is it to be underfiood then, that the difference of the above pro­
duce is to be confiderably attributed to the .increafe of the numlJer ' 
of Negroes on that efiate ? 

M oll: afTlJredly. 
' I ' 

l' 
Do you think that child-bearing is iJ;t any manner obaructed by 

exceffive labour or ill treatment? " 
By no means.-I indulge my wofuen, when they declare their 

pregnancy, from all manner of hard labour. 

Are women that are confined provided with every necefTary for 
their fi tuation, during their lying-in? 

Every indulgence is given to the~, and they have any Negroes 
they choofe to wait upon them, during that time; and I give the 
midwife a dollar, or eight lhillings and three pence currency, for 
every child that lives nine days. 

Doee the mafier endeavour all in his power to preferve children 
that are fo born ? 

Mofi affuredly. 

What effect do you think that the abolition of the Slave trade 
would have on the minds of the Negroes? 

I dread that more than any thing upon earth.-Should our pre­
fent Negroes. now in Slavery, once have an idea, that there were 
to be no more Negroes imported from Africa, I think there would 
be an infurrection amongft them, and that they would cut the 
throats of all the White people.-I nckon, upon a calculation. in 
the Iaand of Antigua. that there are fifteen Negroes to one White 
man. 

Hape you ever difcovered any alteration in the hehaviour of the 
Nesroes upon the arrival of a fhip from Africa? 

Negroes in the Iaand, of the country from which the lhip's car­
go comes, are very highly pleafed. 

Do you think that the plough ca~ be ufed in the Ifland ? 
When I was in England in J770. I was acquainted with Mr. 

Baldwyn, wAo recommended to me to carry out fomeploughS', 
and I took two j but they did not fucceed. 

Do you think. from your long experience in the Wand, and the 
knQwJedge of th!: climate, that it is pollible to cauy on the 
cuHivation of the laJ1d by E'ur~peans, or other White people? 

It 
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It is impoffible-from the heat of the climate no W hite people 
can i1:and the field work. 

Have you ever employed any W h ite pe rCon during you'r rc­
fidcnce in the Wand, in any courfe ofhufbandry or in gardening ? 

No- 1 have known other perfo ns have done [ 0 ; bu t they have 
been obliged to give it up in general-the common people will 
always get fa drunk, that there is not the leafi dependance upon 
them. 

W hen yOt! fpeak of other per[ons who ha,ve employed White 
people, was it in the garden, or was it in the cul tivation of the 
efrate ? 

In the ga.rden particularly; . I never knew a W hite perfo n dig a 
.cane hole in my life. 

You have fpoken of the Negroes carrying dung in ba:/kets being 
the u[ual mode of ma·nuring the land- can that manure be carried 
to the cane holes in carts, or on hor[es , or other cattle.? 

No- it would deftroy our cane hoJes, were c.arts to run over 
them to drop th.e du ng. 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

Can you inform the Commiuee, what was, the quantity of land 
in your feveral eftates, and what the number of your .gang in them 
refpeCtively ? 

I hav.c two fugar plal'lltations in lihe Wand of Ant.igua in my own 
poifeflion-one in the Body Divifion-the quantity of land is 
450 Acres; on which eftate I have 350 Slaves-I have another 
.eftate in Pope's H-ead Di..viiion, confilling of 130 acres an~o 
Slaves. .~. 

'When did thefe eftates CGm~ Into y~ur poffeffion; and what 
was then the frate of them, and the number of Negroes on them 
refpectively? 

In 1768, I bought the Rody Divi,ficm, e!l:are, -which then had 
,120 Negroes on it,.-ln 1777 I Furchafed the Fopc's Head Djvi­
fion eftate, which had then, 1.10 Slaves Of} i1i.-1 loft in 1771), 
twenty-five Slaves ·from Jhe lafr e!l:ate, who died of the flux. 

At what period or periods did you complea.t the number of 
your Slaves ol).,Jho[e two eihltes neipecti.vely,i 

In 
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In the year 1768, I put"chafed the firfi efiate, and have from 
that time to 1781, when I left Antigua, been conftantly fupply­
it with Negroes-I have purchafed no new Negroes for the latter 
efiate, having fufficient Negroes to work ito-the land being light 
and eafy to work. 

Can you fiate the number of males and females on yaur two 
efiates ref pecti vel y ? 

I cannot-for a certainty, but when I purchafed new Negroes 
I generally purchafed a large quantity of young women. 

Do you think the number of your females was equal to that of 
your males? 

No-the portion of ~)ales is more-as we are obliged to have 
men for boilers, tradefmen~ carters~ and watchmen. 

Can you fiate the number of your infants, adults, and aged 
or fupecannuated ? 

I cannot immediately recollect; but I generally reckon, upon 
an old fettled plantation, that we are very fortunate if we have 
two thirds workers on the whole efiate (including the gra[s 
gang) from fix or [even years to fifty five years of age. 

Of this efiimated one third (which confifts of infants under 
fix years old, and aged perfons above fifty-five) what proportion 
is commonly of this latter defcription? 

I [uppofe about one-fifth. 

Can yeu fiate the average number of your births on your two 
efiates refpectively ? " 

I cannot recolleCt at prefent.-I certainly can make myfeIf 
mafier of the births till 178 I, by looking over my papers; hut 
fince I carne t.o England in 1781, I never have had a regul'ar lifi 
of births and deaths on my efiates fent horne to me.-I keep a 
regular fet of books in Antigua, and I have a copy of [he day 
books fent me home, which I form a fet of books from in this coun­
try-thefe books contain mercantile tranfaetions, and not thofe 
of the plantations. 

What number of Negroes did you ever purchafe at one time? 
I have purchafed a lot of fifty Negroes out of one cargo, which 

.is the moil: I ever bought at one time. 

Did you ever purchafe young Negroes, and how young? 
4- Y I always 
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I always confine myfelf to the purchafe of young Negroes, as 
much as lies in my power, from ten to twenty-five years of age, 
but were there any old parents amongfr the lot, I always purchafed 
them. 

Did it not often happen that old parents werc with them? 
It fr.equently happened that they claimed relationlhip, and I 

never made a divifion of them in my life-I acted as factor for all 
the Negroes that I purchafed, and I never fuffered any divifion 
in a family to be made by any other purchafer, that came within 
my knowledge. 

In what manner then did yo u form the lots, to prevent the fepa­
r.ation of parents and children? 

\Vhen a purchafer had laid out a Jot of twenty Negroes, or of 
any given num ber, we generally difcovered if there were any other 
relations in the cargo which were not in that lot, and I al ways in­
lified on the purchafers giving up them or buying the whole. 

Did you generally buy Negroes from any particular part of the 
coafi ? 

My greatefi purchafes were from the Gold Coafi; but I bought 
W indward 'coafi, and Bonny Negroes. 

What part of your efiates was in canes., and what in provilions 
or other allotments, when you firft came into poffeffion of them. 
and when you left the illand ? 

To the firft efiate purchafed in 1768, I have made no alteration 
~n the plan-the fame quantity is in cane land, pafture, and Negro 
grounds, as when I firft came into poffeffion of it-but my in­
creafe of quantity of fugar is confiderably more, as I added 230 

Slaves (ince I purchafi d the efiate-there are on this efiate 250 

acres of C:lne land, and 200 acres of pafiure, provifion and Negro 
ground-the fecond elb te is exactly in the fame fituation as when I 
purchafed it-confifis of 13@ acres of land, ninety of which are 
in calle, and forty , in 'provilion, pafiure, and Negro ground. 

Can you ftate what quantity of land on tbe two efiates refpec­
tively is in provilion ground for the Negroes, either in grofs, or 
divided in feparatc lhares ? , 

I think u pen the fira plan tat ion, there are from ten to fifteen 
acres in Negro ground-and I frequently give a callt: piece of land. 
containing about ten acres, for the Negroes to plant what provilions 
they chufe in, which is laid out by the manager in proportion, 

according 
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JCcording to the family 'Of the Negro; and the fame is done with 
refpeCt to the Negro ground. which is al[o laid out in feparate 
allotments; and I give the Negroes one afternoon in every week 
to work their own ground3.- On the fmall plantation there are 
about ten acres of Negro ground laid out as above. 

Have you made any confiderable addition to your works and 
buildings. in confequence of your great increafe of produce? 

In 1772 we had a violent hurricane, and I had the misfortune 
ef having almoft all my works blowa down-in confequence-of 
which I was obliged to build a complete new fet of works, having 
loft the whole of my works except the windmill. 

Were thefe confiderably larger than your former works r 
Yes. 

You have flated, that the proportion of your produce has in­
creafed with your increa£ng fiock of Negroes:; will you {tate the 
means whereby this increafe of your gang has had this effetl: ? 

By adding 220 Slaves to the gang of the e!l:ate, and thirty mules, 
I was enabled to manure the e!l:ate very high, and every attention 
was paid to the improvement of it.-I have now brought it to 
fach a ftlIte as to produce from [eventy to one hundred and fifty 
hogfheads of fugar per annum, on an average of feven years. 

Arc: the cane holes made in ftrait parallel lines ? 
Yes. 

What is the width between thefe lines? 
We leave a fpace fometimes of two feet between the lines, .ani 

Iont'etimes double that diftance. 

What was the ordinary allowance of provifions you made -to 
your Negroes 1 

The working Negroes generally had from twelve to fourteen 
pints of corn, per week, with about five herrings, and the others 
from eight to ten pints of corn, with about four herring per week 
-I generally fed about one third of my whole gang -out Qf what 
we call the pot-I reckon. upon a calculation, that the .people to 
fed have about twenty-one pints of corn or beans, per week, with 
{orne herrings, beef, or pork, mixed in the pot-and fometimes we 
aive rice for breakfaft and dinner; the proportion of that is [up­
JWfed to be deduCted out of the twenty-one pints. 

Had thofe who were fed from the pot any provillon ground? 
- The 
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The fioutefi of them had.-My reafon for feeding fo many out 
of the pot was a direction given to the overfeers, that when the 
Negroes went to their breakfaft in the field, if every Negro did 
not bring fomething to eat, I immediately took away his allowance; 
and fed him from the pot-though the quantity of provifions they 
got by being fed from the pot was much more, yet it was a dif­
grace to them, and they dif}iked it exceedingly, as they conceived 
themfelves treated like new Negroes. 

Was the excefs over the ufual allowance which the Negroes got 
from being fed from the pot, equal to the prcduce of the ordinary 
allotment of provifion ground? 

I dare fay it was confiderably more .-Negroes who are near to 
the towns have an opportunity of picking grafs. and carry it to 
market to fell i-for each bundle they get from two pence. to fix 
pence fierling. 

Was the general allowance of food to the Slaves in Antigua 
equal to that which you gave on your own efiates ? 

No-but on the eftates immediately under my direttion I kept 
it up as much as poffible. 

Did the {hutting up the interconrfe between the Iilands and 
North A merica prod uce any effect on the Negroes fufienance ? 

None with me-l never gave an ounce the lefs, though I have 
often paid three times the price for the article. 

Specify the various fpecies of ground provifions? 
, Yams, eddoes, Guinea, and Indian corn,. potatoes, and caf­
fada •. 

If thefe at any time unexpectedly faii, whence does the planter 
fupply his Negroes with a futficwnt quantity of food 1 

The quantity of provifions that I give to my Negrees .. with i1l'­
dulgences, are very fufficient to £uppo~t them. without Ml'1 alli'di­
tion from their Negro grouJld. 

Do all the fpecies of granmdi provi6ons often fail '? 
Very often in dry weather, which we ar.e ' ve~Jl fubjeCb.te. 

What is the moll: hardy fpedes ·of ground proviiioBs ? 
CalfaWl. and India and Gwaea corn. 

Was it in your ·time the general .practice to..aflo:w t1iC Negroes 
one afternoon to thernfMLves ? 

No. 
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What do you conceive to be the average expence of the maln­

tenance of your Negroes per heacJ, including all charges? 
That will require fome calculation that I am not malter of at 

this moment, but I will readily give it in at fome future period . 

What was the legal proteCtion generally underltoad to be en­
joyed by a Slave from ill-ufage ,on the part of his malter, or any 
ather perf Oil ? 

Heretofore I do not recolleCt that there was any particular pro­
tection given to the Slave, but fince my return to this country, I 
am told there is an ACt in the ifland, that white pafons ill ufing a 
Slave :are brought to feffions, if the proprietor chufes to profecute 
them. 

Do you recolleCt any inftances of Slaves fuffering for want of 
fuch a law? 

I do not. 

Do you recollect any inltances of Slaves being beat by White 
perfonl, not their mafiers, without legal redrefs ? . 

Yes-but the Negro Slaves are now much better treated by 
their mafiers, than when I was firfi in the ifland in the year '745 ; 
and their own good behaviour deferves it, as they are grown much 
more civilized, and frequently on a Sunday go to church and 
methodifi meetings. 

What has been the attention paid to the religious inltru8:ion of 
the Slaves by the regular clergy, before and fince the efforts of the 
Moravians and Methodifts ? 

I went two or three times myfelf to a Methodilt meeting; and 
theil;>infiructions were to the Slaves, to be attentive and obedient 
to their mafiers, and gave them a good deal of advife-as to the 
regular clergy, I never knew any particular attention that they paid 
to the fiaves. 

What is the fituation of Free Negroes in the Illaud of Antigua? 
In my own opinion, a humane mafier cannot do a worfe thing by 

the Negro than to give him his freedom. 

Can you ftate the number of Negroes whom you employed in 
the capacity of nurfes, and in other fervices out of the field? 

Thirty-three on the Body Divifion eltate. and I kept no do­
.-iic Negroes on the other eftate. 

"I- Z Did 



Did you lovfe many infants by the diforder called the tetanus. 
or locked jaw? 

I was very fortunate in rearing moll: of my Negro children. 
from the great encouragement which I gave to themidwives, and 
from the great attention paid to the lying-in woman; for {he 
was indulged with rice and fugar, and every other neceffary that 
could be thought of for a woman in that fiate; and Negroes were 
appointed, of her own eleCtion, to attend her and her child. 

You have faid you refided thirty-fix years in Antigua; was it 
a continued refidence, or interrupted for any long time? 

In 1770, I came to England, and was abfent from Antigua about 
eighteen months. 

Do the furgeons of African {hips praCtice any artifice to conceal 
the dileafes of the new Negroes, or to give them a falfe appear­
ance of health, preparatory to the fale of them? 

Not to my knowledge. 

'What is the fort of work in a plaatation to which young Ne­
groes of fix or feven years old are put? 

They are generally put under the care of a careful old woman, 
who goes out with them, and they pick little bundles Of grafs, 
merely to keep them out of idlenefs. 

State the different employments of the thirty-three naves you 
had about your houfe? 

Five footmen, two cooks, eight walherwomen, three (emp­
firelfes, five fmall fiock-keepers, two grooms, fix women with 
child" and two fuperannuated females. 

Had you a honCe in town as well as.in tbe country? 
No. 

Have you a hOllfe of trade now in Antigua? 
¥ e.s~ 

Do tbebooks which you fay &,0\1 have regularly tranfmitted 
you from thence, relate folely to your mercantile tranfaCt:ions, or. 

. they include the journals of the management and ftate of 
plantat.ions alfo. 

They relate only .to my ow.ll private affairs-and Dot to. 
can tile buunds now carrying on in Antigua, that beilJi-B 
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i11ip account.-I have no Ell: of Negroes fent me regularly, nor of 
the work done on the plantations. 

You accoun t for the increafe of the prod uce of your ell:a tes from 
the additional quantity of man ore you are able to give them, in 
confequence of the number of Negroes and mules you have added 
1ince the purcha[e of them; did or did not this increafe of N e­
grocs and mules al[o enable you to plant a greater quantity of 
c:ne. annually than your predeceffor did? 

Yes. 

Do you mean to fay that Negro pwvifions a·re not become more 
fcafce and dear in the Ifland fince the fropping of the former inter­
courIe between Antigua and the Il:ates of North America, than they 
were before? 

To fpeak of that in a mercantile line, I fay the price has ad­
vanced 150 per cent. on an average. 

Is or is there not a confiderable traffic carried on by the Slaves 
on plantations, which are in the neighbourhood of the feveral 
towns in Antigua, and the inhabitants of fuch towns who have 
no phntations of their own? . 

Yes-all the Slaves in the neighbourhood of the towns and 
Engllfh Harbour, have a good deal of trade by felling their fmall 
Itock, yams, garden fluff, and hogs. 

Do not the Slaves fupply the king's land troops and !hips of 
war wi th thofe articles? 

Yes. 

Is no.t the property thus acquired by the Slaves confidered as 
inviolably their own, and never meddled with by their maflers ? 

By all means; and I will give the Il:rongell: reafon for it-Ne­
groes of my own have purchaied Slaves of me. 

You have Il:ated that the Slaves in Antigua have been very much 
~ttended to by the Moravian and Methodifl: preachers; do you 
knov., or did you ever hear, that the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts ever took any pains to convert the 
Slaves in that Ifland ? 

Yes-I have. 

Did they ever fend any miffionaries there to your knowledge 
or belief? 

I have often heard fo. 
SA Do 
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Do you apprehend that you kept more or fewer domefrics than 
gentlemen in general in your fituation in the Ifland ? 

I kept a a great many more, having a large family of children 
about me-and, I fuppofe I kept more domefrics than any other 
family in Antigua. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

And the CounCel informed the Committee, that he had 
elofed his cafe, referving only the liberty for the Agent 
to produce any written or printed documents, which lIe 
may think proper to lay before the Committee, for their 
further information. 

And then the Counfe! was directed to withdraw. 

RESOLYED, 

. That the Agent be permitted to produce fuch writtep 9f 
printed documents. 

And the Counfe! Was called in, and acquainted 
therewith. 

And then he was again directed to withdraw. 

RESOLYED, 

Tha~ this Examination of Mr. Kerby, Doctor Samuel Athill. 
and· Mr~ Willock, be rep9rt~d to the houfe. 

" 

" 
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REP 0 R TED TOT H E H 0 USB. 

Martis, 30° die Martii 1790. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE .appointed for the 

Purpofe of taking the Examination of fuch Witneifes 

as {hall be prodUced on the Part of the feveral Peti­

tioners, who have petitioned the Houfe of Commons 

~gainft the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

M.R. Pig~ott and Mr. Trowe~, Counfel for the Petition of 
lanters of the Britiih Sugar Colonies, whofe names are there­

UIKO fubfcribed, in behalf of themfdves and other proprietors of 
the fi colonies; and alfo for the . Petition of the Merchants, 
MOTrgagees. Annuitants, and other Creditors of the Sugar Colo­
nies. whore names are thereunto fubfcribed, on behalf of them­
{dYes and otherS'; and alfo for the Petition of Stephen Fuller, 
ECquire, Agent for the I1land of Jamaica, were called in, and pro­
ceeded to examine 
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ROBERT HIBBERT, Efquire(*-). 

Are you a native of E urope? 
Yes, of this country. 

H ave you ever relided in Jamaica, and for how long time? 
About eighteen years, and left it in September laft. 

H ave you been, during that time, or any part of it, a mer­
chant ? 

Yes. 

Have you been acquainted with the culture and management of 
plantations in the Wand ofJalnaica? 

I have. 

Are you a proprietor of plantations in Jamaica? 
I am. 

Have you had the charge of other plantations, not your own? 
I have. 

Can the mand of Jamaica be cultivated by Europeans? 
I am certain it cannot. 

Give the Committee your reafons for being of that opinion. 
The heat of the climate is fuch that . DO European conftitution 

could bear confrant expofure in it, frill lefs if that expofure was 
accompanied by" labour-this is a point now fo well underfrood, 
that the foot regiments of the King's troops quartered there are 
provided by government with a certain number of Negroes, un­
der the denomination of Black Pioneers, who carry wood ~d 
water, and perform other laboripus offices about the barracks ...... 
fince which time I have underftood from the officers 14at the -\DPr­
tality amongfr the foldiers has confiderably decreafed. 

(-*-) The examination of this witneCs was taken on the 12th of February Ia,ft, it h 
ing been then flated by the Caid CounCe) to the Committee, that he was a mate~' 
nefs, and was under the necellity of going out of the kingdom in • very ibor( , 
but the Committee reColved, that his evidence fhould not be reported to the Hefti the 
rell: of the evidence in fupport of the {aid petitions had .been takeIJ, and 1hould be ready to 
he reported to the Houfe. ".:J 

L"ould 



Could 0. fugar eil:ate afford {ueh food and accommodation as the 
necd hry number of European labourers would requi.re ? 

At the prefent prices of fugar, certainly not. 

!\re there any free Negroes in Jamaica? 
A great number. 

Do they cultivate the foil; or what is their difpoGtion or prawce 
as to labour? 

They moflly live in the towns, and employ themfelves as tradef­
men, and a great proportion of them do nothing at all. 

I s there not occafionally a great neceffity upon plantations for 
extrJ Ltbour, beyond that which can be performed by the Negroes 
~Eelonging to the plantati.on? 

There is. 

Did you ever, upon any of thofe occafions, know free Negroes 
Oft"l:f themfelves to hire to c\',iltivate the land? 

No, never; I have known them offer themfelves as tradef­
men. 

I s the plough now in ufe in the Iiland of Jamaica? 
It is. 

Can it be generaUy ufed, or is it now ufed wherever it can be fo 
to any advantage? 

I conceive it is. 

Is there not much the greateft part of the land which either 
from the nature of the foil, or of the [urface, and other circum­
fbnces of the land, in which the plough cannot be ufed ? 

Yes. 

When the plough is ufed, are White ploughmen neceiTary ; or is 
it found that Negroes can work it? 

On eftates where the plough has been long ufed, I have known 
it often worked by Negroes. 

Are all [uch parts of the land in. Jamaica as may be cultivated 
with advantage already in cultivation? 

Far from it. 

Are not many eftates on which large and extenfive works have 
been 



been built, and for the land belonging to which full value has 
been paid; only partly fettled ? 

There are many eil:ates in that predicament. 

If the proprietors are deprived of the means of continuing and 
encreafi ng the cultivation of them, what muil: be the probable con­
fequences? 

That they_ muil: be either thrown up altogether, or continued at 
a certain lofs. 

Arc there not alfo confiderable tracts of land not yet at all 
brought into cultivation? 

There are. 

May not fugar (and where the land does not happen to be 
adapted to fugar) coffee, cotton, and the other produCtions of the 
Weil: Indies, be cultivated at a great advantage on that land? 

A proportion of the land not now in cultivation I conceive 
to be unfit fo r any of thofe articles ; but a very large' proportion 
of it would anfwer extremely well, particularly for coffee. 

What has been the confeq uence in J amaica of leffening the du-
ties on Britifh plantation coffee ? -

It has encouraged a number of fettlers whofe capitals were 
not eq ual to the fettlement of a fugar plantation, to purchafe fome 
wood land and a few Slaves, and to open and cultivate it them­
felves. 

Have they been fuccefsful in fuch fettl ements ? 
They have hitherto been very fuccefsful. 

Will any beneficial confequence refult to the Wand from the 
encouragement of fuch fettlements; and what will that benefit, in 
you r opinion, be? 

I conceive that we {hall, by thefe means, gain what we have 
long been endeavouring to obtain; I mean, an u{eful body of 
citizens of the middle c1afs, who, at the fame time th3t they will 
add to the fecurity and happinels of the Wand, will increale the 
commerce and revenue of the mother country. 

Can fuch new fettl emen ts be effeCl:ed or extended without the 
purchare of new Negroes? 

They certa ;nly cannot without Negroes; and if new ones arc 
not purchafed , I conceive the other fettlements muil: fufter in pro­
ponion, if they are depopulated for this purpofe. 

What 



What would be the confequence to fuch new fettlements, if any 
check were given to their improvement, by preventing the purchafe 
of Negroes? ' 

They being as yet moiHy in their infancy I conceive they mua 
either be thrown up altogether, or cultivated to a certain 10fs. 

Can the prefent cultivation of the Wand of Jamaica be kept up 
without an annual importation of Negroes? 

I believe not. 

Do the number of Negroes inc~eafe or diminiih generally in the 
Wand? 

On fugar efiates they generally decreafe. 

Can you fiate to the Committee the cau[es of that decreafe ? 
The caufes are numerous-in the 1irfi place, the proportion of 

males on moil: fugar-works exceeds that of the females; the lock­
jaw, to which infants al"e fubjeCt within a few days ifter their 
birth, is another cauCe; and the indifcriminate intercourfe with 
th~ other fex, which the women are too apt to accuftom themfelves 
to when young, is a further caufe. 

Are the adult Negroes fubjeCt to any particular difeafe, which 
tends to lejTen their number? 

They are fubjeCt to a diforder called the yaws, and to every other 
diforder in common with Europeans. 

Are epidemical or contagious difeafes frequent in the Wand of 
Jamaica, arifing from hurricanes or droughts? 

Fluxes are-very often occafiolled by improper food; and [ome­
times after hurricanes it is impoffible to procure proper food. 

Do you recolleCt any inihnces of mortality occafioned among the 
Negroes Ly [ueh cauCes ? 

I recolleCt many ; -am~lngil: others 110ft on a fmall efiate in the 
parifh of Clarendon, on which there were about I 20 Negroes, 
about one-fixth of the whole number, in the cour[e of two or 
three weeks, by.a flux, arifing from the above cau[es, though the 
beft affiftance which could be had in the Wand was procured for 
them. 

Do you know whether this di[ea[e was confined to your own 
dlate, or was it general in the Wanel ? . 

I do not recolleCt what was the cafe at that particular period, 
S C but 



but that diford r was general after every 11urrieane whieh I have 
. been acquainted with. 

W hether fueh diforders, together with a putrid fever, are 110t 

common after every rain fucceeding a long drought? 
If they are, I conceive it to afife from the fame caufe, viz. im­

proper food . 

D o th ey not generally produce the fame effect, and are attended 
with a confiderablc mortality among the Negroes? 

In fome degree they are, 

State to the Committee what is the difproportion between the 
fexes ? 

It has been proved, by the Report fent from the Affembly 
of J amaica, the latter end of 1788, that out of the Negroes im­
ported for a con!iderable number of years back, the proportion of 
males and females was as five to three. . 

What is the proportion between males and females in general 
upon fu gar eftates, within your particular knowledge? 

They differ very much, but in general the males exceed the fe­
males one-fourth at leaft. 

Is not that difproportion one caufe of the decreaCe .of Negroes 
in the I nand? 

It certainly is. 

Can you ftate the general proportion of deaths ane! births? 
I certainly cannot-but I have had, for many years paft, eftates 

of my own, and others under my care, and 1 do not recoIled a 
fingle inftance where the births have equalled the deaths; though. 
at the fame time, I . can vouch that all pollible attention has been 
paid, and no exceffive labour required. 

Is every attention given to pregnant women upon the planta­
tions with which you have been acquainted? 

I conceive it is, generally fpeaking; but there may be il11b!.nceB 
to the contrary, but none within my knowledge. . 

Is the diforder of the locked jaw 
fat.al ? 

It is generally fatal. 



Is not a Slave born in the mand, generally fpeaking, of more 
value than an imported African? 

Yes. 

Is it not therefore for the benrfit of planters In general to 
encourage the rearing of fuch Slaves? 

Certall1ly. . 

Are not the Slaves frequently fa reduced upon efiates, by 
the diICafes and other caufes mentioned, as to make it abfolutely 
),eCciIlry to purchafe, or to hire frelli Slaves for the cultivation 
of fuch ei1:a tes ? 

Yes. 

Could fuch eftates, be kept up without frefh importations? 
I conceive not. 

Could fugar efiates, fa reduced, be converted to any other 
ufe? 

Not to be equally produCtive. 

To what other ufes could they be turned? 
In fome ini1:ances they might do as pafture land, and for cotton; 

but in both thofe cafes the works and other appendages of a fugar 
pl.mtation would be of little or no ufe. 

Could coffee, indigo, or pimento be raifed upon land which 
has been long in the cultivation of fugar? 

I conceive not. 

\\'hat therefore, in your opinion, would be the confequence 
to the proprietor, and the creditor of fuch an efiate fa reduced? 

It' muH: certainly be thrown up as a fugar efiate, and in no 
other way could it be cultivated to any thing like the fame 
advantage. 

Can you ftate what number of domefiic Negroes there are In 

the HLtnd ? 
I never heard it computed. 

Can you fay what i$ the general number of domefiic Negroes 
in the houfes with which you are acquainted? 

In the towns the principal families have from ten to thirty, 
but in the country they have in general barely what are ne­
ce1Tary. 
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Do you imagine, that if all the domefiic Negroes were turned 
into the field, frelh importations would become unneceffary? 

By no means. 

Is it not a puniflunent for domeftic Negroes to be turned out 
of the houfe into the field? 

They generally confider it as fuch. 

Are there not many domefiics, whore minds and fpirits would 
be materially affeCted by fuch a change of fituation ? 

So much fo, that from that caufe alone, even if their numbers 
were greater, th~y would be of very little ufe. 

Are you a member of the Affembly of Jamaica? 
I am. 

Is there a duty impofed by the legiilature of Jamaica on every 
Negro imported? 

There ·is. 

Of how much? 
It is thirty ihillings currency per head; twenty ihillings of 

which is paid by the purcha[er, and ten ihiBin,gs by the importer. 

How is that appropriated? 
It forms part of a fund raired by the Ifland of Jamaica for 

the fubfifience of the King's troops, and is totally independent of 
their Engliih pay. 

If Great Britain ihould prohibit the importation of Africans 
into Jamaica, do you think that Wand fubfifience would be 
continued? 

I believe they would want the ability rather than the inclination 
to continue it. 

What do you think, upon the whole, would be the confe­
quence to the I!1and of Jamaica, of prohibiting the importation· 
of African Negroet into that Ifiand ? 

I 'conceive that the plantations, which are only partly rettl'ed, 
mufl: either depopulate the fmall fettlements, or be thrown u 
unproduCtive-I conceive alfo, that even thore praI1dtIdn~ 
are full-handed with refpeCl: to Negroes ' (being in general 't 
afforted with refpeCt to fexes) would naturally, in tillie, Qbcil~fe 
in their produce. and that a total flop would be put to ~I ther 
improvement. 



Have the White ' inhabitants any other domeftics than Ne .... 
groes? 

Very [eldom. 

Upon plantations in general are there more domeiEc Negroes 
kept than are neceiTary ? 

1 Ldieve not. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

You have ftated that the plantations which are full-handed 
arc boldly atTor ted with refpeCt to fexes ; why are they fo b2.dly 
atTorted? 

Men are fuppofed capable of more labour; and the importatio Lt 
I have already ftated to have been, for many years back, in the 
proportion of five males to three females. 

Is that proportion of importation owing to the deficiency of 
procuring females in Africa, or of difpofing of them in' the Wel1: 
Indies? 

I know nothing of the nature of the trade on the coal1: of 
Africa; and I have already mentioned tbat the fugar planters 
wiGl in general for a large proportion of males. 

Have you any particular knowledge; or ever made any calcu­
lation, of the number of N eg roes annually exported and imported 
from and into the Wand of Jamaica? 

I believe both arc very accurately ftated in the Report fent 
from the AtTembly of Jamaica, but I cannot immediately call 
them to recollection; and it is to be obferved that they differ 
yeady. 

Have you any particular knowledge, or made any calculation, 
of th e average number of Negro births and deaths throughout 
the IGand of J amaica? . 

I do not recolleCt ever to have reen a general calculati911 Df 
that fort. 

Ape 'White men ever employed as ploughmclil ? 
\lI(hen the plough is fi rfl: introduced on an e!tate a \Vhite man 

j ~ geneLdly employed. . 

Havc you evcr made or heard of any calculation of the pro-
S D portlon 



portion which the Creole or native Negroes bear to the imported 
Africans now on the Wand? 

I never faw an accurate calculation of the kind. 

Is there any u[UJ!ly dl:imared proportion; and if there is, what 
is that proport ion ? 

I cannot an[wer that qu ertion accurately. 

"VInt is efteemed the u[ual annual decreafe per cent. 111 the 
Slaves of a-fugar plantation ? 

On fuch plantations as I myfelf have had the care of, the de­
creafe has generally been about five per· cent. :l1ld the increafe two 
-and an half per cen t. 

lS'the decrea[e fuppofed to be .greater or la[s on plantations of 
cotton or coffee? 

Thefe plantations in Jamaica are as yet in their infancy; and 
'no accurate judgment can be formed. 

'Do you ' know whether the proportion of the {exes are more 
.-equal on thofe plantations? 

I rather imagine it is, beca.ufe .the work is lighter. 

''Y ou have flated, rthat attention is gcmerally :paid to .pregnant 
'women, but that inflances to the contrary may have occurred, 
-but none withi'l1,),our knowledge; .is it.your opinion that Cuch 
"infiances, in faCt, do frequently happen? 

On the contrary, .I believe. them to be very rare. 

'According to ' the befl: of your .experience, what proportion of 
.N egro. children do you. imagine to die before they attain the pe­
riod of four or five years of age ? 

I cannotanCwerthe ,quefl:ion, having made no fuch calcula­
. tion. 

Have not the 
~ wages ? 

Th!!y have. 

White . ploughmen and .tradeCmen 'very high 
• 

Have you ever ,known ,the heat of the fun oppreffi.ve to the 
. Negroes',? 

Not if in full health. 

Does 



[ S09 ] 

Docs a Negro in full health ever complain of the heat of the 
[lin? 

No; I never recollect an inftance of it. 

Do not the domeftic Negroes make (he cloathing for the field 
N egroes ? 

They make it for the new Negroes; but, in general. a Negro 
who h:ls Geen long fettled. wi!hes to make his doaths after his 
own Lwey. 

Arc not many di[eafes brought on the Negroes by their noctur­
nal ramblings 'and daneings ~ 

I believe there are. 

Is not the food of the Negroes, in general, good in quality, 
and [uilieient in quantity? 

I t iF. 

Are they not protected in their per[ons, and provided for, 
with regar d to food and raiment, by the known laws of the 
1J1,md ? 

They are. 

Is not the legifiature of the Ifland difpo[ed to give the Ne­
groes every comfort and protection that is neceifary ? 

I think they have indifputably {hewn this by the !aft con[o­
Ii dated Slave law. 

And then the Coun[el and Witne.fs were directed to wit~draw. 

Feneris, 19r> die MartH 1790. 

'COunfe! caned in as before; and the CounCel proceeded further 
.in their examination, and called 

J 0 H N WED D E R BUR N, Efquire. 

Are you a native of Jamaica? 
No. 

, 

Of 
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O f what place are you a m.tive ? 
Of Great Britain. 

H ave you ever lived in Jamaica r 
I have Ii ved between twenty-fix and twenty · feven years there. 

When did you leave Jamaica? 
The beginnillg of May lail:. 

What was your bufinefs there? 
A planter. 

Have you any property there? 
I have. 

Had you the care of any plan tations there? 
Yes, of feveral. • 

What number of Negroes were then upon the whole of the. 
plantations which were under your care? 

Full 5,000 . 

Are the Negroes upon the plantations in Jamaica treated with 
humanity? 

I am of opinion they are. 

Are they in general in a happy fituation ? 
Yes, they are in general in a happy fituation. 

H~w are they taken care of when lick? 
They are attended ' by a doCtor, who prefcribes every medicine 

that he thinks is proper for them; they have proper nur[es to 
attend them; they have frequently provifion s of the beft fort 
fent from the proprietor or overfeer's table; they have alfo fre­
quently wine and every- other neceifary given to them that the 
doCtor thinks are proper. I have alfo known, where their com-

. plaints were dangerous, the medicines given to them by the White 
people, and the White peQple frequently lofe their night's rell by 
it. 

V/hen Negroes., by reafon of age or infirmities, are incapable of 
labour, how are they treated? 

They generally live in a comfortable Negro houfe, have every 
allowance and attendance paid to them, as if they Hill continut'd to 
be of the greateil: value to the proprietor. 

Do 



( 371 ] 

Do ihey continue to IDe fed and cloathed ? 
They do. 

'Did you ever know an ·infiance .in which a. Negro in that £ltua • 
. tion was difcarded by his mafier r 

1 never did. 

When difputes happen muong the N egraes, have YOll ever heard 
any opinion expreffed by them as to the jufiice which was done 
rhem by their mafiers:? 

There is a remarkable faying which the African Negroes havt.:, 
whenever difputes ar·ife between them, the weaker party being 
tl:!n£lble that the fironger party, or of the mo'ftconfequence on a 
plantation, can take no advantage of them; and the fayimg UpOll 

thofe occa£lon3 is, "This ·no for we country, this i-Gr Buccra 
.,~ countr.y; Buccra.coul'ltr.y every body have Fight." . 

What ' is ' mean t 'by 'thefe. eocpreffions.? 
The meaning of them is, that ,in their own country ·the fironger 

party, who are the party of the· moft confequence, often ·do as they 
think pr.oper to the weaker.party:, whc:!therit .is attended by j'tlfti<:e 

-or not. 

Have not the Negroes 'land-to cultivate ·for themfelves, and of 
which they have the fole.benefi.tt:. 

:rhey ,have. 

Do they not raife much more;provrfioll's than th@y ufe? 
They do. 

Do they not fell.c-onfideraole quantities 'of provifions, pOlilltry, 
and hogs? 

They not only~fel1.cwnliderable quantities of provifions, poultry, 
and hogs, but alfo of different ,kinds of fruits. 

Do they not difpofe at their pleafure, and as their 0wn property, 
of the proceeds of whattheyIofelH 

They do. 

Are any of the Negroes poffdfed of any property, and to what 
extent? 

There are many Negroes might be rich; numbers of them lay 
out their money.-in :fine doaths, and in purchafes of faIt pr9vifions 
from England; others purchafe cows and heifers. I have known 

5 E - upon 
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,upon different properties from ten to forty head of fuch {ldek 
takeQ ca.re of promifcuouily with their mailers. 

Do the~r rna-fiers, appropriAte any part (!)f fMCh pToperty to them­
fel ves ? 

They do not; they fell them when they think proper-l have 
purchafed from different Negroes young fieers, and have paid 
,them from ten to thirteen p(l)l!Inds per head for them. 

Have you known any infl:ances of Negroes being i:n poffeffioll 
of any confiderable fum of mone), ? 

I have known different Negroes willi 1;0 purchafe their freedom. 
themfelves and a few of their friends poffelfed of money fufficient 
to do it.,-One particular infiance I recolleCt upon an efiate wh.ere 
there w~re 300 Slaves; the proprietor, befol'e the hurricane of 
178o, was in eary circumilances, but with that calamity, and the 
other fl:orms that followed, with perhaps fome little imprudent 
man aeement of his own, his citcumfiances became embarraffed; 
a writ was iffued againfl: him, the marfhal came to his property 
in hopes of fecuril~g hi-5 perfon; jf,l this he was difappointed, 
and left the property-in, the evening a few of the principal 
Negroes came to their mafier, told hini what they had heard, and 
brought him between £.2 and 300; this he refufed. but thanked 
them for their attentiof,l. 

Is fuch pa'rt of the land in J amaica as may be cultivated to ad­
'V,ln tage, already jn cultivation? 

Not by many thodand acres. 

Can the land ,which is 'now cultivated in calles be cultivated 
to advantage in coffee and cottons? 

In my opinion not; but allowing tha.t it was fo, the 1 of'S" 
to the ph~nters would be very confiderable, they having many 
of them purchafed lands, for which they have paid confiderable, 
{urns of money, erected expenfive buildings, purchafed fiock, and 
have had a variety of different {lores from England, for no other 
purpofe but ,to ena~le them to cultivate the fugar cane. 

Is the land planted in -Cahles in general adapted .to the <:ultiva­
<tion of thofe other articles! 

In my opinion it is not. 

What. effect then to the pr{)prietor wotlld be produce<! by the 
, '.. neceffi ty , 
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neceflity of making that .change in the articles- of his cultiva­
tion? 

I think the effect that it would have, would be much the fame 
as taking a part of his property fr9m him without paying for it. 

Can the Ifland of Jamaica be clllltivated by Europeans? 
I am of opinion it cannot, the nature of the climate is fuch 

that an European conftitution would not be able to fupport the 
neceifary labour; and iliould it ever be attempted, I think the 
mortality would be fogreat as to .put a fiop ·toit. 

Is the heat of the fun pnijl>ldicial to the health of the Negroes 
in Jamaica; and does it appear .materially to affect them whiHl: 
.they are employed in labour.? 

I am of opinion it does not. 

Have you frequently feen them in the act of labour '~ 
Very frequently., and ftood with them hours at a time. 

Did they complain, or did they 'appear to you to feel any In­

convenience from the heat ~ 
They appeared to me to feel no inconvenience. 

Can the Ifland of Jamaica be cultivated by the plough? . 
It cannot; the plough is ufed in many parts of that Hland, but 

It is to be obferved, that after the hnd is p'loughed the Negroes 
are obliged to dig the cane-holes with their hoes., and al{o to plant 
the canes, and in many in fiances they are obliged to trench the 
land, to lay it dry from the water- great part of the Ifland, from 
the make of the land (being freep and hilly) does not admit of the 
plough being ufed upon it; there are alfo many thoufand acres 
where the fiones and rocks are fo interm.ixed with the foi l, .that it 
is impratticable to turn up the land with the plough; many eftates 
are cultivated in fuch a manner that the canes are not fiocked up, 
but it is a rule to .keep them upon the ftock as long as poflible; 
·to fuch properties the plough could be of no fervice, they can be 
only cultivated by the hoe. 

Then is it your opinion that the plough, when it is ufed in 
Jamaica, enables the planter who has adopted it to carryon the 
.general bufinefs of his eftate with a lefs number of Negroes, or 
will the fame number be ftill requiute ? 

The fame number of NegrQes are requifite; but the plough is 
·of infinite advantqge to them. by breaking up the foil, and taking 

a part 
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& 'pari: of the 'hardefi 'labour off from them. :But fuppol'e a ,lees 
number of Negroes might be requifite at the feafon of the year 
when ,the plough is .ufed, the 'ufual number would be fUeceirary ,to 
conduCt the bufinefs of the property. in crop time. 

Has thdegiflature of Jamaica .granted encouragement to the 
invtmtors .of ,machines ,for fa\lingthe manual labour ofNe­
gr@es ? 

I have heard they have. 

Have not the planters readily ad~pted ill ufeful machines of 
,that ifort ? 

·:Whcrever they are convinced it.is attended with advantage to 
them. 

:Is thtl re '<Iny reafon for ·the opinion that the planters in Jamaica 
-1'efu[e :to adopt any ufeful 'machinery, ;calculated ·to eafe orJeffen 
the manual labour of their Negroes ? 

There is none. 1 have knuwn differentfchemes propofed that 
have not anfwered, and for .which Ir.eafon ,they ,have .avoided 
them. 

l"I.re not all fueh inventions for raving manual labour, that have 
,Hood the 'left of experirnce, u[ed iby ,the .planters-in Jamaica? 

They are. 

"Vhat number of Negroes ,is commonly abo.ut an ,overfeerts 
·houfe.; and .could fuch ,Negroes be put .to field -labour with ,ad-' 
,vantage? 

In common there are from fix ,to 'ten:; and thofe ~eoplc, in ge­
.neral, hav.e ,not .confiitutiooo able .to fuppor.t ,the labour in the 
,field. 

Are then ·the mofi weak and delicate generally appropriated"tt) 
thofe domefiic ufes? 

They are. 

Can the prefent cultivation of Jamaica be 'kept ' ~p without an 
annual importation of Negroes '! 

I am of opinion it cannot; nordo.es it proceed from the idee. 
of the Negroes ,being treated ill-the women do not breed there 
as the labouring women of Great B.itain, which greatly procecd6 
from the promifcuous intercourfe between ·the fexes; this ·often 
,-(lCCallOns venereal complaints. which frequ.ently defiroy the con-

ftitution ,; 
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ftitution; many Negroes are ~arried off by the yaws, fluxes, ul­
cers, and pleurifies; the infants, befides being liable to all the 
<liCorders that infants are in Great Britain, are fubjeCt to the 
locked jaw, of which I am of opinion one-fourth of the children 
born in the Wand die. 

What in general may be the 10fs or decreafe on a given number; 
fuppofe twenty African Negroes, within the fidt three years after 
their importation into Jamaica, fuppofing them to be landed in 
tolerable health? 

I cannot fay with certainty, not being prepared for this queftion; 
but fuppofe five. 

What in general may be the lofs or decreafe on the fame num­
ber, in the fame time, if infeCted with the yaws or any other dif­
temper at the time of their importation? 

Double the number at 1eaft. 

Would the Negroes now in Jamaica be well pleafed, if they 
were given to underftand that there was to be no further opportu­
nity of procuring recruits from Africa ? 

I am of opinion that they would be diffatisfied, having often 
hcard them wiill for fuch ailiftance to the property. 

If the importation of Negroes into Ja~aica is aboliilied, is it 
likely that the Negroes now in Jamaica will be better treated than 
they are at prefent ? 

I think they will be worfe treated, and for this reaCon, the na­
ture of a fugar eftate is attended with fuch confiderable expence, 
that moft of the planters are obliged to the Britiili merchant for 
an advance of money, in confideration of which the planters are 
obliged to engage certain coniignments and payments to the mer­
chant 'lmnually; by depriving them of Negroes they would be 
unable to either make the confignments or payments that the 
merchant has a right to expeCt from them; this being the cafe, 
the merchant would find himfelf difappointed; the connection of 
the Sugar Wand would become unprofitable to him-there is no 
doubt but he may take fuch fteps to recover his money as would 
compel the planter to puth his Slaves beyond their ftrength, and 
making him filch payments as he had a right to expeCt, in hopes 
of keeping up his crops, and preventing both himfelf and his fa­
mily from ruin. 

5 F How 
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How many hours out of the twenty-four do the Negroes labour, 
the time of the crop excepted? 

About eleven hours. 

Though the time of labour with fome of the Negroes is longer 
during the crop, are they not in general more happy and in better 
condition at that time than at any other period of the year? 

They are, from the advantage of the canes which they eat, and 
the liquor they drink. 

'What effeCt would the abolition of the African Slave Trade 
have upon the power of the planters to pay their debts, and fulfil 
their engagements to the merchants and others in Great Britain? 

I think there are many of them wo uld not be able to pay 
them. 

Could any new fettlemen t be praCticable without the fupply of 
African Negroes? 

Some fmall trifling' ones might, but none of any confiderable 
im portance. 

Are there any free Negroes in Jamaica? 
There are mally. 

In what manner do they employ themfelves ? 
Some of them are tradefmen, but the generality of them are a 

parcel of idle people. 

Do not the eftates in Jamaica frequently require the affiftance 
of other Negroes than thofe that belong to the proprietor? 

They do. 

Have you ever known, upon any of thofe occafions, any of the 
free Negroes offer themfelves for hire? ' 

I have known them employed as tradefmen, but in 110 other 
way. 

Are there not many eftates 011 which expenfive works have been 
ereCted, and confiderable fllms of money laid out, which are yet 
only partly fettled ? 

There are many. 

Can further progrefs be made in the fettlement of thofe eftates, 
without a fupply of Negroes from Africa? 

Not 
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N.)t l:nids thofe who have jobbing gangs were to fell them for 
that purpofe ; and was that to be the cale, the lofs of the affift-ance 
that they at rrefent give to different proper ties, would be exceed­
illZly diHreiJing, and of courfe no other properties with propriety 
could be fcttled without a .fupply of new Negroes from Africa. 

Are not Negroes who are born in the Iilands of much greater 
value than thofe imported from Africa? 

They are. 

Is it not then the interefr of the planter to encourage railing 
them? 

It certainly is. 

Do they not in fat!: do fo? • 
They do. 

Are not many difeafes brought upon the Negroes by travelling 
jn the night, by feafting, and dancing? 

There are many. 

Is not the food of the Negroes in general wholefome, and have 
thq not a fufficient quantity of it? 

Excepting after fuch a. calamity as the hurricane of 1780, they 
hwe plenty of food, and wholefome. 

If an at!: of parliament for abolilhing the African Negro Trade 
fhould in effet!: only transfer that trade from Great Britain to other 
nations, would the Africans be at all benefited, or the caufe -of 
humanity advanced by that meafure ? 

Not as far as I am capable of judging; and fa far from it, that I 
am fatisfied that the Negroes now in Jamaica would (uffer exceed­
ingly by abolilhing the trade, as their labour would naturally be 
encreafed. 

Would fuch a mcafure have a tendency tq depopulate Jamaica, 
to diminiCh its cultivation, and preclude its further improve­
ment? 

1 think it would. 

Would it be attended with fatisfat!:ion to the minds of the 
planters, and other White inhabitants of Jamaica? 

I think not. 

Would 



Would it, in your opinion, produce alarming di[contents ~ 
1 am confident it would. 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

State, in as many inil:ances of eil:ates as you can recolJect, 
the quantity of land, and the number of Negroes on them re­
fpeCtively ? 

I cannot recollect the exaCt quantity of land, or number of 
Negroes; but as nearly as I can I will mention them :-At 
Mefopotamia there are abbut 2,600 acres, and about 3 10 Negroes; 
at Grange about 1,500 acres, and 175 Negroes; at Gleneflay 
abo ut 1,800 acres, and 230 Negroes; at Caledonia near 3,000 

acres, and about 180 N~groes; at BluecafHe about 1,800 acres, 
and 245 Negroes; at Blackheath about 1,100 acres, and 110 

Negroes ; at Mounteagle about 1,000 acres, and about 165 

Negroes; at Spring Garden 2,600 acres, and 250 Negroes; at 
Green River about 1,000 acres, and 240 Negroes; at Richmond 
Vale about 7 0 0 acres, and 220 Negroes; at Providence about 
1,000 acres, and 106 Negroes; at Foreil: 2,000 acres, and 180 

Negroes. 

State, as near as you can r\!col1eCt, the average quantity of 
produce from thefe eftates refpeCtively ? 

It is impoilible I can recollect exactly; the lail: year's crop, as 
near as I can recollect, was as follows: 

Hogfueads 
of Sugar. 

Puncheons 
of Rum. 

Mefopotamia 315 230 

Grange 165 70 

Gleneflay 110 80 

Caled(lnia 75 45 
Bluecail:le 2+0 I~O 
Blackheath 180 80 

Mounteagle 160 So 
Spring Garden 165 90 

Green River 240 I 15 

Richmond Vale 155 80 

Providence 110 75 

As to Foreil: I do not recollect the quantity of fugar or rum, the 
pr-operty being now improving in cotton and coffee, and the fugar 
work in a manner given up. 

Do 
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Do you imagine the produce of this year was greater or Iefs 
than the average produce? 

The produce of thefe efiates in this year, they are capable of 
making annually, provided there are 1~0 fiorms or hur.ricanes, and 
that they have likewife the fame fupport of Negroes as they have 
at pre[ent-and, by further firength of Negroes, are capable.of 
making a confiderable quantity more. 

Of what defcription are in general fuch of thefe efiates as yot~ 
have fiated, from a great trati of land, to return a fmall apparent 
produce of fugar ( . 

Mefopotamia is a level efiate., and a great part of the land is only 
adapted to pafiures-many of thofe pafiures are over-grown with 
log-wood, and require an additional number of Negroes to im­
prove them. The Grange is a hilly efiate, and one of thofe to 
which the plough can render no feTVice~ and rather poor ia 
nature. 

What, in the feveral eftates fpecified, is the fmallefi quantity of 
produce in fugar, from the greatefi quantity of land in cultivatiou 
for canes ~ 

I believe Glenel1ay. 

What is the quantity of land in cultivation for canes at Gle­
nel1ay ? 

The land in canes has been fo exoeedinglyinjured by the hurri­
cane of 1780, and the fiorms which followed it, that it does not: 
yield well; there are about 220 acres in cultivation f.or canes. 

In the feveral efiates fpecified is the carne land generally altoge­
ther, and the reft pa!l:ure or wood land, as it may happen; or are 
the canes interfperfed in patches throughout the efiates 1 

On feveral of the properties the canes lie contiguous, upon 
others the pafiures are difperfed with the canes; the lands in 
wood and ruinated lie generally by themfelves. 

May the value of thefe feveral eftates be efiimated from the 
quantity of fugar produced on each of them, or does it depend 
on other confiderations alfo ? . 

I do not know any of the efiates that aredefcribed that could 
be valued in this manner, excepting Green River and Providence 
eftates, the others (fome of them in particular) have very valuable 
land, and are fit for fl\gar-and when improved become exceeding­
ly valuable. 

S G Wha,t 
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What would be the mode of improving them? 
By a further purchafe of Slaves than what is at prefl!llt upon 

the properties, and without which it is impoilib le to improve 
them. 

Would it be more laborious to work there lands for fugar than 
the land s now aCtually in cultivation for it? 

To bring fuch land into cultivation will be attended with COD­

fiderable labour and expence; but I am of opinion will pay very 
ampl y for it. 

By what would that expence be Gmfed, and wherein wO:.Jld 
th at labour conilfl ? 

Great part of the land is at prefent either in wood, morafs, or 
ruinated. 

Can you il:a te the number of Negroes which might be necer­
fary to bring the whole of there eil:ates, in the grofs, into a­
complete ftate of cultivation? 

I cannot pretend to il:ate that-but in regard to my o",'n property, 
I am fati sfied there is valuable land upon it fi t to cultivate the 
fugar-c:me upon, that would require an addi tion of 200 Slaves; 
and without it, it is impofUble to extend the prerent cultivation 
of the property. 

Provided the eftates fpecified were to be continued in pretty 
'nearly the [arne ft ate, as to the quantity of land in fugar, pat1ure. 
wood land, &c. would the exifting ftock of Negroes, if kept 
up, be tolerably [ufficientr 

I think not-many of thore properties now require an addi­
tion of labour which they formerly did not, when the land was 
new. 

What do you take to be the general proportion of males and 
females amongfl: the Slaves in Jamaica? 

I cannot take upon myfelf to flate that with any degree of 
accuracy; but it is fuppored there are five men for every three 
women. 

\ 

According to the beft of your experience, what IS the annual 
confumption of Slaves in the ifland of Jamaica? 

I really cannot fay. 

Can you recolJeCt, with any tolerable precifion, the ordinary 
number 



number of births and deaths on your own e1htes, or fuch of 
thl. e1htes as were under your care? 

T cannot recollect with any accuracy. 

Wnat has been and is now the iituation of the Slaves in Ja­
malC", as to religious inftruCtion ? 

Tht:rp are a very few properties ·on which there are Moravian 
p,trfons; but i.n general there is no attention paid to any .religious 
lllHruCtion. 

H.lS the Society for propagating the Gofpel employed any per­
Ions in converting the Slaves.? 

Not to my knowledge. 

What do you take to be the ordinary eX'penee of maintenance of 
~hves at various ages? 

I have no calculation to go by. 

What is the common allowance of food made to Negroes? 
As much as they can eat, excepting after fuch a calamity as in 

the year 1780. when the allowance was not fo liberaL 

Cr.1l you fpecify precifely what is its amount? 
if it is plantanes, when they are ,large three of them are fup­

poful to be as much as they can eat at a meal, and when they are 
Iffiall they get an additional number of them. 

Do they in general fubfift on an allowance made to ,them hy 
theil mafters, or on the produce of their own peculiar provifion- ~ \ 
g rounds r 

On the produce of their own peculiar provifion-grounds; thofe 
~!'vcs tj:at are naturally lazy, and n,eglect themfelves, are fedplen­
l.lully bj their mafters. 

Wh~t is ordinarily the quantity of land per head allotted to the 
Slaves fur provifion-ground? 

A few e tates excepted, they have more land allowed them than 
tLey can cultivate. 

What is commonly, in a gang of Negroes, the number of in­
fants, abl e field Slaves, and aged or fu.perannuated? 

I really do not recollect. e 

What was the legal protection from ill 1.1[age on the part of 
his 
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his own mafier, or of any other White perfon, generally underfiood 
to be enjoyed by the Slave, during your refidence in the Well: 
Indies? 

For this I beg leave to refer to the late aCts of the Governor, 
Council, and Affembly at Jam~ica. 

To what aCts do you alluae ? 
To the late confolidated afr. 

What was the effeCt, on the Wand of Jamaica, of flopping the 
intercourfe with America? 

In my opinion the lofs of many thoufand lives, for want of a 
fupply of provifion s, particularly after the hurricane of 1780. 

With what particular articles of provifions were the Slaves ufed 
to be fupplied from America? 

Rice, corn, and flour. 

Is the Indian corn., or caffada, cultivated in the Wand 'of Ja­
maica? 

They are both cuhivated in the Wand of Jamaica. 

With what fuccefs 1 
Very good. 

Have you often purchafed Slaves Coon after their arrival from. 
Africa? 

I have . 

Were they bought in lots? 
The principal part of thofe that I have purchafed have been 

,deliberately chofell cut of the whole cargo. 

What is the time commonly allowed to the Negroes for the 
cultivation of their own grounds? 

They generally employ one day in every fortnight, as alfo their 
Sundays, in the cultivation of their own grounds; and they have 
frequently days allotted to them, where it appears neceffary to 
·their employers, exclufive of the above .. 

If a law were to pafs in this kingdom, to prohibit the im­
portation of Negioes into Jamaica, do you think Negroes would 
fiill be dandefl:inely introduced? 

As far as pollible, I have not a doubt but they would, and that 
the 



the generality ctf the whole plasters in tile 16aRd 1tw1d encounge 
it. 

What do Jail apf'lehend . ta have ~. tbe eft"etf 0( tlte . fate 
regulating ad? 

I Wink it Imi beed atteulied with cvnlid'eraltllC! lfdyantagea. . 

Who is commonly the immediate purchafer of the Slaves that 
Me bought (or the uft of th« plantation I is fhe lfiadaget em­
ployed in this fervice, Of any agent fer him? 

lin general the proprieter i anil, fhould l:l& llOt rene\!) in the 
Iflapd. his attorney. . 

Are not many eftates in the mand of Jamaica fo fieep, that 
dre ofe of the plough would be dcdtrIlCliv€, by the violent rain~, 
p~culiar to that country, walhing away the foil? 

They are. 

Is not the c:onfiitution of an African partidll'lafl1 well adapted 
to hear heat? 

Pt:rfectly fo, in my opinion~ 

Did you ever know it Negro in health complain of heat? 
I never did. 

Are not pleurifies frequently got by the Negroes being out at 
nisJIts? - , 

They are. 

Are the healthiefi and fioutefi labourers of the field more fub ­
j«t to that complaint than others? 

:They are; and I have known feveral very fine valuable. Slaves 
taken off by it. 

Is it not the wilh of the proprietQr of the efiate to ref'!:rain 
eaof. notlurlilal rambles, it being one caufe of the decreafe of hiS' 
Negroes? 

He generally does, as far as poffible. prevent it. 

Do you recollect what was the produce of thofe efi:atf:s you 
have before mentioned, in the years fucceeding the hurricane of 
11110 ? 

They were exceedingly reduced by it. but I cannot fay exaa:Iy 
iaa what proportion. 

SH \Vas 



W a:s..the . produce much lefsthan in the year ' 1789 ? 
Very confiderably [0. . 

Whether the crop .. is. great: or fmall, is 'not the expence (if cul-
tivation the fame? . 

It is j and. frequently increafed, particularly by fuch a calamity 
as happened in the year 1780. 

. . 
Do yOll.I~~an then to fay, . .that it often happens that when the 

crop is the fm alleft the expence is the greatdl: ? 
Not but· in plirticular cafes, fuch as ftorms, aRd a long con­

tinuance of dry weather, when the ftalks of the canes are injured 
by it. 

'.' 

In thofe calamitous times are not the cr.ops of corn and provi-
fions deltroyed ? . 

If the crops of corn and provifions are on the ground, they no 
doubt are deftroyed j but thore provilions that are taken at the 
earlier part· of the fealon, before tile hurricane months come on, 
are fafe. 

Did the hurricane of 1780 deft roy the ground proviJions and 
plantanes ? 

The plantanes were dell:oyed, and, in many refpeCl:s, the ground 
provilions. 

Was the proprietor under a neceffity of purchafing provifioJts 
from England, or from America? 

They purchafed from both. 

W.as that additional expence brought upon him by the fiorm ? 
YeS. 

Do you know of any inll:ance of a free Negro defiring to re­
turn back to Africa from Jamaica? 

Never, but one-he went to fee his friends, and returned to 
Jamaica again. 

What part of the Coall: of Africa did that African belong to ? 
As far as I recolleCl:, he was a Gold Coaft Slave. 

If thole eftates which you have reprefented to be in an incom­
plete ftate of cultivation, for want of a fufficient number of 
Slaves to extend their improvement, could be aCl:ually cultivated 

to 



to their extent, would the increafe of produce to arife from 
thence be, in your opinion, an , addition of any confequenee to 
thf> revenue, commerce, and manufaCture of the mother coun'" 
try? 

I am of opinion a very confiderable one. 

Is it ufual for Negroes to obtain their freedom till after a con­
fiderable refidence in the Weft Indies? 

Not in generaL 

And then the Counfe! and Witnefii were directed t() 
withdraw. 

Sabbati, 20
0 die MartH 1790. 

COunfel called in as before; and the Counfel proceeded further 
ip their examination, and called 

G E 0 R G E i-I I B BE R T, Efquire. 

Are you a merchant of London? 
I am. . 

Has your houee any dealings with the Ifland of Jamaica? 
We have conliderable dealings with the Hland of Jamaica, as 

faCtors to the proprietors therein. 

Is your houfe in advance to any of the proprietors? 
Weare very conliderahly in advance. 

State what the importations from the Wand of Jamaica (0 your 
houfe amount to in time of peace? 

We import from 5 to 6,000 hoglheads of fugar, belides other 
goods, the grors value of which may be eftimated from [,. 2 00,000 

to [,. 2 5 0,000. 

Do you conceive yourfelf interefted in the queftion refpeCting 
the 
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the abolitiopof tlie stave Trade; ~nd in w'bat ml!nlfet wifl yotr:t 
intyrell: b'e afteCte'd ? 

From tne concurring ana unif'orm evidence' 01 ~ttfltt:'t~ an~ 6t1iet 
perfons who have relided in the Wands,. and alfo ,from various c!k'­
perience collected in the courfe of blifinefs, I belil!V'e {hat' an a60-
lition of the Slave Trade will greatly injure the population and 
produce of the tlland of Jamaica, and coafequenrty dt)/fHf, 0 a 
merchant trading thereto, arid as a creditor thereof. 

• Do yon know, or ean you form any judgment, of the amount 
of debts due from the Well: india planters and ptoprielors of 
lands, to the merchan ts and fubjects of Great Britain? 

I fpeak with great diffidence as to the whole amount of the 
debt due from the Sugar Colonies to Great Britain; any calculation 
I could form mufi neceifarily pro<.:eed from partial and inadequate 
grounds : upon fuch grounds I could never ell:imate it at Iefs thail 
twenty millions. A noble lord (Lord Sheffield) who wrote feveral 
years ago on the fubjeCl: of the Well: India trade, conjectures the 
debt of the Colonies at one-thIrd of the valtile thereof; which value 
has {inee been ell:imated at feventy millions. 

Can you nate the feveral ddcriptions of danes C1f ch!ditbrS' of 
Weft India property? · . 

I 1peak from experience, that it includes the following claffes. 
of each to a conuderable amoqnt; but more particularly of the 
two firll: c1a1'li:s.-The fira dafs, Merchants who hatTe advanced 
money for the purpofe of obtaining confignments, or to fupport 
old correfpondents, or to proteCt old engagenierits . ..:..:....SeCbtl~ dafs, 
Mortgagees who have advanced money for the fake of inte'rett.­
Third c1afs, Annuitants by purchafe, by will, or by marriage-fet­
tlement.-Fourth clafs, Legatees, many under bequ~ft 01 DId 
dates.-Fifth clafs, Confignors of goods to the Weft lndi'~s UROQ 
their own account, captains and mates of {hip~. tupercarg6e'§.&:l, 
-Sixth clafs, Shippers of &<'Ods to fupply the different frores to 
()rder.-Seventh clafs. Creditors upon fimple bond, note. &e.­
And, laftly, The reprefentaiives of fuch 01 all die above ClalI"es 
woo are dead, or have their ooncerns affigned over to others. 

What kind or defcription of creditor is your lioule. wlle_ 
all, or of which &f the claJfes enumerated? 

Our engagements are principally IncIridetl under lli ft.;: 
that is to fay, merchants. 

• 



Ie allY part of the capital of your houfe employed in the Weft 
Indies? 

A confiderable part in loans to our feveral creditors therein. 

Is any part of it employed in fettling new eftates ? 
It is. 

Is any part of it employed in extending and improving old fet­
tled efiatcs ? 

It is. 

Is it al fo employed in adopting new machinery for working 
of eftates. or in any new modes of manufacture? 

I believe that a part of the loan made by our houfe to the planter 
has been fo applied. 

Is it alfo employed for the neceffary purpofe of enabling the 
planter to repair the damages fuftained by hurricanes, and for the 
4'lcc:ofTary fupport of the Negroes in droughts and famines? 

A very confiderable part 'of the prefeut debt due to us from the 
Ifland of Jamaica has been occafioned by advances made in thofe 

rcumftancell; we have fome debts fianding in our books. which 
ift onr own time, and that of our predeceffors in bufinefs, have 
exlitod from forty to fifty years; and I believe that had we not 
occafionally protected fuch debtors, by advances for the purchafes 
of Negroes. and giving them other neceffary relief, the properties 
that are now our tecurity would have been long ago deftroyed. 

When, through !hart crops or fallen markets, the planters ex- , 
I have exceeded their incomes, or from any other caufes they 
bll.Come difirelfed, are they not in general relieved by loan~ 

>t1 .... ~!1D me Bl-.itHh merchants? 
li4Ve they are. 

~ .t. from the caufes III ready enumerated, purchafes of 
Jf~ ... 1;Jeen abfolutely neceffary to carry on the plantation? 

I,t1qfi of our engagements we have underfiood it to be fo, 
e adntteen Ihoney for that purpofe. 

Are N~8 8ffen Jfurchafed for the ufe of old fettled ~il:ates, 
fe purpoA ef '1di~ng the labours of the Negroes there-
on? 

I am connected with feveral planters, who have affured me that 
.". wft!.b to pUl'Cltafe Negrees ~ithout any view to the extenfion 

5 I of 
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of their plantations, but merely that the labour of their prefcnt 
11:ock might be 'lightened. 

Is there any other defcdption of perfons in the Wands (beiicies 
planters and land-holders) to whom the merchaHts of Great 
Britain advance money by way of loan or otherwife ? 

In Jamaica there is a coniiderab le number of fi ore-keepers, 
and importers of the manufaCtmes of Great Britain" who are ei,cher 
not land-holders, or .10 in a very inconfiderable degree. 

Upon what fecurity are the advances to this defcription of mel~ 
made? 

Such advaHces reft upon the fecurity of the produce of the 
Illand; agriculture in the Weft Indies, and particularly in Jamaica, 
forming the bafis of their ,returns, and confequcntly of their fol­
vency. 

State what are the different kinds of fecurity in the Iiland ? 
Our fecurity, as merchants having advanced money to planters. 

,relts entirely upon the produce of thofe planters eftates, cultivated 
as ,they are 'by Negroes; when real fecurity is given us, it is 
,either an eftate with Negroes thereon, or Negroes alone; land 
without Negroes thereon, or without the immediate profpeCt of 
,purchafing them for the purpofe of cultiva(ing that land, would 
be confidered by a merchant here as no fecurity at all. 

Defcribe the properties in the We!1: Indies which afford 
fecurity for the lo:ms in Great Britain, and under what claffes 
they may be ranked? 

.such as I am acquainted with may, with a very few lucky 
exceptions, be comprized under one of the three following clafTes. 
-Firft cla[s, Eftates that have been long fettled, but thr.ough the 
gradual depopulation incidental to We!1: India efiates, or through 
accidental calamities, need occafional fupplies of Negroes.-Second 
c1afs, Eftates which are in a progre11ive frate of caltiva,tion pru­
dently increafing their fiock of Negroes by fmall annual purchafes. 
until that plan on which they at tirf!: were fetded is completed. 
-And, Third clais, Eftates newly fettled, or by any other accident 
almofi without Negroes belonging to them, hut which have 
every profpect of .proving produCtive to their proprietors, and an 
ample fecurity to their creditors" )f furniihed w.ith Negroes at 
reafonable rates. 

Have the plantations of each ,of ,the cla!fes laf!:enumerated 
portions 
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portions of uncleated Jand belonging to them, which are con­
il(kred as adval1tageous to the dl:ate at large, and an additiol1al 
fer llrity to the creditors of fuch efi:ate ? 

~everal of the efi:ates in Jamaica which a,re mortgaged to our 
hOllle are poiftffed of fuch appendages, which fOrm a part of 
-our lecurity., and to which we give fome weight, while at any 
time (he pol1efior has it in his power to put fuch lands under 
cultivation by Negroes, and ' thereby r ender his whole property 
more complete and productive. 

Do you know any infi:ance where, from tbe purchafe of new 
-r.. egroes, any [uch efi:ates lafi: above defc.ribed bave been made 
more completely productive within your own knowledge? 

I recollect infian.ces wherein the extenfion of the cultivation 
of efi:att s mortgaged to our houfe has proved advantageous. 

Are there not efi:ates belonging to minors frequently leafed to 
~)t hcr rlal1ters during their minority, which efi:ates at tae time of 
being leafed have had few Negroes upon them, and which have 
been Improved by fuch leafing, and brought into a fi:ate of culti-

,:ioll at the time the minor came of age? 
1 believe fuch infi:ances are frequent; one remarkable infi:ance 

hAS lately occurred il1 the courfe of my own conneCtions with Ja­
maIca. 

State that infiance? 
It is exactly within the quefiion that has been put to me; the 

,gen tleman who rented the e!1:ate from the minor . has, upon the 
minor's taking pom~ffion of his own property, carried off a confi­
derable g~ng of Negroes, and fettled an entire new ctfi:ate (!lever 
before a fugar plantatiol1) which, with that gang, and a fmall ad­
dition thereto, promifes to turn out a very profitable plantation; 
but the proprietor before mentioned has lately expreifed, in !tis 
letters to us, great anxiety about the means of cultivating his own 
ella te, and if deprived of the means of purchaiing Negroes, will 
find his prcfent fine fields of canes of little value to him, and his 
clbte itfelf worth almofi: nothing. 

Without the means therefore of purchafing Negroes, do you be­
lieve the efiates of infants, or others in fimilar circumfi:ances, could 
be at all improved or kept up? 

I do not believe it poffible. 

Would you, if you had <!xpected, or had believed that an abo­
lition 
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lition of the Slave Trade would take place, have made fuch exten. 
five advances and engagements as you have ftated your hou{\! to 
have made and entered in to? 

Molt certainly not. 

When you made fu ch advances, and entered into fuch engage-
ments, upon what confidence or fecurity did you? . 

I confefs that the aboli ti on of the Slave Trade was a meafure 
not in my contemplation, as not believing it probable; but I W:l5 

not ignoran t tbat in the trade I am engaged in, tbde plantations ill 
the Welt Ind ies wh ich aBord me fecuriry for my advances, that 
trade to Africa which fupports the cultivation of thofe plan tations, 
and even the very loans I have made, have all been repeatedlyen­
couraged, protected, and fanCtioned by repeated acts of the Britifh 
Legiilature, of which I have made a memorandum, and can fubjoin 
the references thereto under three different heads. 

Firlt.-Acts affording encouragement and protection to the 
Sugar Colonies. 

IS Chao II. 
2 2 and 23 Chao II. 

7 and lj Will. III. 
6 Anne~ 
6 Anile, 
8 Anne, 

-4 Geo. II. 
5 Geo. II. 
6 Geo. Il-

12 Geo. 11 . 
19 Geo. II. 
21 Geo. If. 
S Geo. III. 
6 Geo. III. 

27 Geo. III. 

Chap. 7. 
Chap. 26. 
Chap. 22. 

Chap. 30. 
Chap. 37. 
Chap. 13. 
Chap. IS. 
Chap. 24. 
Chap. 13. 
Chap. 30' 

. Chap. ;)0. 

Chap. 30. 
Chap. 45. 
Chap. 52' 
Chap. 27. 

- Thefeacts are more or lefs relative to the prefent fubjecr, but the 
leading feature in them all is encouragement to the Sugar Colonies, 
as planted and inhabited by Britilh fubjecrs, and very advantageous 
to Great Britain. 

The 
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The fecond general head of aCts refpeeting the African Slave 
Trade, and ftating it as nece{fary for the Weft India Co­
-lonies. 

Royal Charters of Chao II. iH 1664 and 1672. 

9 and 10 Will. III. Chap. 26. 
10 Anne, Chap. 27. 

The ~een''S Speech to Parliament in June I7u. 

23 Geo. II. Chap. 31. 
-25 Geo. II. Chap. 40. 

4 Geo. III. Chap. 20. 

5 Geo. III. Chap. 44· 
'23 Geo. III. Chap. 65. 

And alfo may be quoted on this head, though quoted before, 

27 Geo. III. Chap. 27. 

J beg on this head alfo to mention the Flroceedings of the Houfe 
of Commons from 1707 to 1713. during all which time the 
African Slave Trade was under their conlideration and it was re­
commended to them, by a me{fage from the ~een, to conlider of 
the nalure of that trade) during all which time no public .cen[ure 
was pa{fed upon the trade. On the contrary it was repeatedly 
voted advantageous to Great Britain, and ne.cefTary for the cultiva­
tion of the Sugar Colonies; and though the bills at various times 
brought in, and which fometimes pa{fed the Houfe of Commons, 
fell through on account of difputes between the chartered com- xl 
pany and the private traders, it does not appear that it was ever in 
{Contemplation to reftriCt, much lefs to abolilh the trade. 

rhe third head of aCts, encouraging loans to the proprietor~ 
in the Weft Indies, from Britifh fubjeets and foreigners. 

5 Geo. II. Chap. 7-
13 Geo. III. Chap. 14. 
14 Geo. III. Chap. 79" 

Do you know, or can you form any judgment or eftimate, ,of the 
val ue of the Weft India trade, generally, as carried on between the 
\Veft Indies, Great Britain, Ireland, and the United States of 
America, with the Britifh Colonies in America, Foreign Weft 
Indies, and Africa? 

A very comprehenfive view of the whole trade from the Weft 
Indies in the year 1787 having been furnifhed by the infpeCtor 

. 5 K general 
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general of imports and exports to the Committee of Privy Council, 
I beg leave firll: to Il:ate the calculations therein.-The infpector 
general has Il:ated tbe imports from the Well: Indies to Great Britain 
in the year 17 87, at £.4-,945.3!i7 19 10 

And from the Wefl: Ind ies in the fame year was 
exported to Ireland, value£. 127,585 4- 5 

The United States of Ame-
rica r 96,460 8 -

Britifh Colonies in America 100,506 17 10 
Foreign Well: Indies 1!3,245 12 6 
Aflica 868 IS -

Grand Total 

The infpector general Il:ates thefe to be mercantile val ues, 
form ed by reference to the prices current, publiilied at Lloyd's 
Coffee Hou fe. 

T his trade was carried on in 1,815 veffels , of 242,721 tons, and 
with 21,114 fe amen. 

That tbe exports from Great Britain to the Well: Indies in the fame 
year , in Britiilimanufactllres, &c.amounted to 1!638,703 13 10 

From Ireland, befides what is {hipped in vcf-
fels cleared out from Great Britain 20,160 

And I believe that the average of Negro Slaves imported into, 
and remaining for the ufe of tbe Britifh Well: India rDands, may be 
eftimated annua)]y at 15,657 Slaves, which, valued at £. H per head, 
amount to £ . 547.995. The infpeClor general has aIfo llated the 
quantities and cuftom hOllfe values of imports from the Weft Indies 
to Great Britain only in 1788. from which I have, with all the 
care and exaClnefs I could, formed an ell:imate of the grofs mer­
cantile amount of the faid imports, taking the opinions of expe­
rienced brokers on the average prices of that year; and the faid ell:i­
mate, upon a very moderate calculation, with the duties of cull:cms 
and exciCe, amounts to £.6,800,000; of which amount I find that 
the revenue for cufbms and excife received about £. I, XOO,ooo 
The fhip- owners, for freight homewards, about 560,000 
The underwriters, for infurance, about 150,000 
The Britifh merchants and brokers, for their commif-

£lons, about 232,000 
The wharfingers, &c. at the water-fide, and including 

the primage or freight, about «;5,000 

The whole of which amounts to 
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The remainder being fomething lefs than four millions, forms 
the mercantile net proceeds palfed to the credit of the planters by 
the Britilh merchant ; but from which m uft be further deducted 
wh~t is paid to the manufacturers of this country for goods ex. 
pothi to the plantations, with the expences of freight, infurance, 
,'ommiilion , and port charges thereon; and alfo the fum paid to 
the African merchants annually for Slaves; and when we add 
rhcrew tbe interell: of the debt due from the Britilh colonies to 
Great Britain, and the fum s which [orne of the more opulent 
pI. ntLfs fpend in the mother country, there cannot be a doubt but 
the, bole £. 6, 800,000 refted in and was applied to the ufe and 
pen fit of Great Britain. I n confi rmation of the above I can aiTert 
th.H, in tracing the grofs prod uce received from the Wefl: Indies 
through (ur houfc for many years back, in my own time and in 
that of my predeceiTors (which amounts to no inconfiderabJe fum) 
th n: is a very fmall portion of it indeed that I cannot follow 
LJme to one or other of the expenditures above 1tated. 

Conlidering the Weft India trade in all its branches, as carried­
on in Britilh lhipping, can you form any judgment of its import­
ance and value with refpeCt to ihipping and freight? 

The whole tonnage employed in the Weft India trade in the 
year 1797 has been ftated at 242,72 I tons; and though it is true 
tli"t in that eftimate fome ve11ds are included which muft be fup­
puled to have made more than one voyage a year, and their ton­
nage is counted for each voyage, yet it is alfo certain that in 
many cafes the faid eftimated tonnage is fomewhat under the real: 
takillg therefore that quantity, and e!l:imating the iliips employed 
in the Weft India trade, with all their expences to fea, at only ten 
pounds per ton, the amount is £.2.427,210. 

The amount paid by the Britilh Weft India trade to the ihip­
owners, f(lc freight alone, may be eftimated as follows: 

Freight homewards to Great Britain, as above fl:ated - £. 560,000 

Freight outwa~ds on Britifh manufaCtures, &0. ex-
ported, about - - - - _ _ 

Freight 011 Irith manufactures exported, and provifions 
in thips clearing out from Great Britain __ 

Freight on exports from the Weft Indies to Ireland -
Freight on exports frcm ditto to Britiih America, and 

the United States 
Freight 011 imports from America to the Weft Indies, 

Including fhips clearing out from Great Britain -

120,00 0 

200,000 

The whole amounting to - [,. 94 1,000 

To 
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To which add the proportion for freight paid, in the price of 
Negroes to the African illips, and thi s article alone will .be found 

-to amount to more tha.n one mil'lion fterling. 

Will the diminu tion of the quantity of Well India produce af­
fea the quantity or the price of freight? 

Moll certainly it will affea the quantity; and if the fhips at pre­
fen t employed in that trade do not findempl'oyment el[cwhere, it 
mull of neceffity affea the price. 

Wi ll the [arne eau[es affect the quantity of tonnage of !hip­
ping, and reduce the Ilumber of [eamen ? 

Certainly, under the [uppoiition as above. 

\Vill the increafe of price in the produce of the Sugar Colonies 
be neceffary to counterba lance the diminution of that produce? 

Certainly, in order to render the efiates as produaive as they 
are at pre[en t . 

W hat effea will it h ave Upon the price of S'laves neceffary for the 
annual fupply of the Iiland.? 

A diminution in the quanti ty of Well India produce, if eau[ed 
by any diflicultyof procuring Negroes, will neceffarily render the 

-price of Negroes much higher, when they are to be came at. 

\"'ill [uch increa[e of price in the produce affea the con[ump­
tion, and diminiill the exports thereof. from Great Britain? 

It certainly wiJI. 

Do you know wbetber there is an annual increa[e or decrea[e of 
Slaves in the Hland of Jamaica. 

Having never been ~n any of the Well India Wands, lean fpeak 
only from faas well authen.ticated, or generally admitted. It has 
been ftated by the committee of council in Jamaica, that the 
nu mber of Slaves in that lilan d in 1768 was about 167,000-
Governor Keith has ftated the number in 1774 at about 193,000 
-Governor Clarke has fta ted the number in 1787 at 256,000-
The Alfcm bly of Jamaica have ftated the number in the [arne year 
at 240,000 at the leaft; but at the [arne time inform us, that the 
number appeared upon the tax-rolls only to be 210,894. The 
Ilumber in 1768 I believe to have been !tated from the tax-rolls. 
GovernGr Keith mentions that his number in 1774 was taken 
from the tax-rolls of the re[pect:ive pariihes; but that there were 
at leaft 10,000 more, as there were many jobbers, and others. 

whQ 
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who did not give in their num ber: I conceive the onl y fa~r cal­
culation can therefore be made from the tax-rolls, accordtng to 
wh,..:h I beg leave to give in to the Committee the following 

Hatemcnt; viz. 

In 1768 the number was about 
Left in th'e Wand, to 1774, inclufive -
Left in the Wand, from 1774 to 1787, inclufive 

DeduB: the number on the tax -rolls in 1787 

The deficiency in 19 years is 

167,000 
4 1,°38 
87,624-

295,662 
210,~94 

Qr 4,461 :lOl1ualJy; which is '2:34 in decimal numbers per cent. 
per annum on the medium number. 

1768 167,000 
1774 193,000 
1707 210,894 

3) 570,894 (19°,298 is the medium. 
____ number. 

The calculation of lo[s in the fir!! fix years will !land thus: 

In 1768 the number was 
Left in the Wand, to 1774, inclufive 

DeduB: the number on the tax-rolls in 1774 

The deficiency in fix years was 

or 2,506 per annum; which is a deficiency of 1.4 per cent. per 
annum on the medium number. 

1768 167,000 
1774 193,000 

2) 360,000 (180,000 IS the medium 
number. 

5 L The 
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The caiculation of lo[s in the laft 13 years will ftand thus: 

In 1774, the number was 
- Left in the Wand to 1787 

Dedue! the number on the tax-rolls in 1787 

The deficiency in 13 years was 

193,000 

- 87,624 

280,624 
210,894 ----or 5,364 annually; being 2.65 per cent. per annum upon the 

medium number. 

I 77 4 1 93 , 000 
J787 210,894 

2) 403,894 (201,947 IS the medium 
number. 

The latter period of 13 years was marked by the calamities of 
war, and repeated hurricanes, from which unfortunately no human 
efforts can wholly guard the Weft India Ii1ands, but from which 
in the former ill0rt period of fix years Jamaica was exempt; the 
'whole 19 years form no unfair average of the circumftances to 
whidi the Weft India Ii1ands are fubj eCt; and it appears that the 
population of Jamaica has diminiilied for tho[e J 9 years in the 
proportion of more than 2;- per cent. upon the medium number 
'ann uall y. -

That the population of the faid 1f1and has diminilhed in an 
in(:realing ratio, and not increafed in a growing ratio, as has been 

:fta.ted. -

That, admitting 15,000 Slaves to have periilied in the above 
periods through hurricanes, thediminiilied population in Jamaica 
alone -will remain nearly 70,000 in 19 years. 

Toot a lo[s of 2;' per cent. upon 450,000 Slaves, which the 
Britiili Weft India IIlands are [aid to contain, is 10,500, and may 
be computed as an immediate annual diminution of the number 
thereof, fhould an abolition of the Slave ,Trade take place. 

What in your opinion will ee the immediate effeCt of an 
abolition of the Slave Trade, with refpeCt to the merchant, the 
planter, and the creditor of Weft India property? 

I am certain that an abolition of the Slave Trade would be 
followed by an immediate decay of the credit of fuch Britilh 
merchants as have confiderabJe engagements with the 'Veft 
In4ies j and that they would be obliged, however unwilling, to 

• withdraw 
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withdraw that indulgence which they have hitherto gra~tetl to. 
their debtors in the Sugar Colonies, and in mal,y cafes to fore­
clole mortgages and enforce judgments to tbeir own prefent 
reli·:f, but to tbe ruin of many coniiderable plantations, whofe 
v::lue upon a fale would be affeaed by the double circumftance 
of tbe guantity of iimilar property brought to market, and tbe 
notorie::ty of the new calamity occaiioning their fale. The trading 
body in Great Britain, finding their profits diminiih with the 
diminution of the produce of the Wands, mull: of neceffity alfo 
leifc:n thofe expences by which they contribute to the revenue 
of their country, and mult look forwards to an entire lo[s of that 
commerce which they have hitherto found a maintenance to 
thcmf('lves, and have looked forward to as an inheritance to their 
children. I believe that many opulent planters in tbe Welt 
Indies, whofe eltates are now large and full-handed, might for a 
whIle feel little injury from an abolition of the Slave Trade, and 
even receive a temporary benefit from it, while the prefent fyltem 
of colony regulation is perfevered in; as by the ruin of the 
im, ller planters, whofe Negroes they would have an opportunity 
of purchafing, the number of their rivals at the Britiih market 
would be diminiihed; but that they, as well as the kingdom at 
large, mufi in a few years feel the ruinous event of an abolition 
ut the ':llave Trade, in the total decay of our Sugar Colo.nies, and 
il1 the dependance of Great Britain upon foreigners for her im­
menfe confumption in every article of their produce. 

And then the Counfe! and Witne[s were direaed to 
withdraw. 

Lunce, 22° die Martii 1790. 

COunfe! and \Vitnefs called in as before; and the Witnefs was 
examined by Members of the Committee. 

What (1m of money is it ufually deemed fafe to advance on a Mr. HI B B E R T. 
Welt India mortgage, in proportion to the nominal value of the 
efiate? 

There are fo many circumftances which render an eltate an 
eligible 



eligible fecurity, or otherways, that I cannot ftate an average if I 
anfwer to the queftion-I may ftate, however, that the annual 
produce is more confidered than the nominal value. 

State what are the ordinary mercantile advantages attending 
the confignment to a merchant of London of 100 hogfheads of 
fugar? 

A commiffion of two and an half Per cent. on the grofs fale. 

Does the fame perfon to whom the confignment is made com­
monly fend out the fupplies for the eftate; and is there any com­
miffion on thefe a1fo ? 

He commonly does, and charges a commiffion likewife of two 
and an half per cent. on the amount of thofe fupplies. 

Does he commonly make the infurance of thefe fupp1ies; and 
is there any commiffion on thefe alfo ? 

He commonly does, and charges one half per cent. commiffion 
on making the infurance. 

Does he always manage the infurance of the produce home­
ward; and what commifiion has he for this? 

It is ufual for the confignee of Wefr India produce to make 
the in[urance thereon by order from the planter from whom he 
receives it; and on fuch infurance he likewife charges one half 
per cent. commiffion. 

Is the rum commonly configned to the fame merchant? 
A very large proportion of the rum made in the mand of Ja­

maica is fold upon the plantations, or at the next ihipping port; 
what is ihipped home by the planter is generally configned to 
the fame merchant to whom he configns his fugar. -

Do the Weft India merchants ever frand as underwriters for 
the produce home, or for the fupplies fent out? 

The infurance made fo~ the planter, either outwards or home­
wards, is always made upon a policy, deliverable to him upon 
demand. If the merchant frands any part of the riflc, he Hands 
it in a difrinCt capacity, as a refponfible underwriter. 

Do the merchants often fiand a part of this rilk ? 
I cannot fpeak of the tranfaCtions of merchants In general in 

tha~ refpett. 

Does 
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l)oes your own haufe frand a part of this. rilk ? 
We have occafionall y flood a part of the rilk on our own poli­

(.ics, as well as upon thofe of other merchants; but this is done 
by each merchant as an individual, and not in the firm of a 

llOule. 

Though the firm of a houfe does not fubfcribe, yet ii it not 
often underfl:ood amongH: the partners, that the tranfiCtion {hall 
be brought to the partllerfhip account? 

i C<lnnot flate that to be 11 general praCtice. 

Are many Weft India merchants concerned in Weft India 
ili~? . 

The Weft India merchant is often the huibandof {hips, as It 
is termed, and holds his {hare of them. The Ihare held by the 
merchants in general is fuppofed at this time to be much lefs 
than it was fome years ago. 

Can you ftate what is the ordinary ·value of thefe fupplies fur­
m{hed by the merchant from this country, in proportion to the 
produce or value of an efiate? 

I ran not give a general anfwer to that quefiion. The efiates 
0.0 Hot require fupplies in proportiol'l to the quantity of their 

rrot1u..:e. 

Do the planters often draw bills on the Weft India merchants. 
to whom their produce is configned, in order to pay for the 
Slaves they may have occafion to purchafe for the ufe of the 

efiate ? 
Yes. 

V/hat' commonlv the ufance of thefe bills? 
The planter has 'often a credit granted him in the Wand for 

the Negroes he purchafes; when he draws upon his merchant, 
at the expiration of that credit, he draws at the common u[ance 
of the ifland; or, if he takes a longer time, intereft for fuch 
longer time is included within the bill . 

When Slaves are purchafed by a planter in the Weft Indies, 
what is commonly the term to run before they are paid for? 

I cannot anfwer the quefl:ion from any correCt information; 
no part of that bufinefs comes under the merchant's eye. 

What is commonly the length of the term included betweerl the 
5 M day 
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.day on w1lich the bill is drawn in .the Weft Indies, and the dar 
on which it is payable in Great Britain T 

BiBs from Jamaica have been ufually dTawn at ninety days 
:fight; and ,it may be computed that they ar-e, on an average, two 
months on ,their paifage; the merchant here knows no diftinCtion 
between b.ills drawn hy the planter for the purchafe of Slaves, and 
other bills. 

Can you inform toe Committee in what ma.nner the Slaves 
;are generally paid for by the planter? 

Not further than I have already fiated. 

Will you explain the nature and length of t'he -credit in the 
IIland of which you fpoke in a preceding an[wer? 

It is a tranfaCtjon entirely between the planter and the faCtor 
w ho fells the Slaves. I l:Inderfiand the credit has varied, and 
cannot giv,e any ,correct informat ion on that head. 

Can YC}I:l ftate the greatef!: and leaf!: length of that credit? 
I callnot. 

Does toe merchant commonly reimburfe himfelf, from the [ale 
·of the fuga,rs configned to him, for the [ums advanced to the 
planter OIn account of biBs drawn, for fiores [ent out, commif­
!ions, &c. ? 

In aU cafual tranfaCtions he certainly does; but where there is 
a permanent connection (and in fuch there is commonly an ad­
vance) fUCA exadnefs in keeping the account balanced cannot 
be expected. 

Has there been forfome years paft a ronfiderable difficulty in 
felling Weft India eftates to advantage? 

Such difficulty certainly exifted during tile late wac; and I 
apprehend that the agitation of the pre[ent queil:ion relating to 
the Slave Trade has in fome meafure caufed that difficulty now 
to exif!:. . 

Did Weft India eftates bear a good price in the market llnce the 
peace, and before the queftion concerning the abolition of the 
Slave Trade was prolJofed in the Houfe of Commons? 

I have known but few tranfactions of aCtual fales of eftates with­
in my own experience, but the facility of borrowing money upon 
them has certainly encreafed fin{;e the peace; and, if not entirely 
prevented by the agitation of the prefent queil:ion, I believe it to 

. be, 
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he, becaufe thofe who are intimately acquainted with the value of 
,the Weft India commerce to this country cannot bring themfc1ves 
to believe that an abolition of the Slave Trade, OIl which that 
~ommerce depends, will take place. 

Do you know inftances of particular eltates in the Weft Indies, 
which have kept up their frocks of Negroes without importations 
from Africa r 

I can cecolletl: but one inflance in all the eftates with which 
'Our houfe is connected; it is an eftate belonging to Lord Dudley, 
and, as I unde rfiand , is under peculiarly fortunate circumflances as 
to its fituation, the eafe of the labour, the number of Negroes, 
and an equal ity of males and females. This efiate had ;637 Slaves 
upon it in the year 1776; in the year 1788 it had encreafed, dur­
ing all that period, 3 I only in number ; during that period it 
proved luckily exempt from any of thofe calamities that ,affected 
the neighbouring efiates; yet there wexe two years in which 
there was a decl"eafe: of one year we have no account, and in one 
year there was neitherencreafe or decreafe. In 1788 the numbers 
flood thus, 222 men-220 women-59 bOYS-41 girls-Iz6 
children-total 668 . The late Lady Dudley informed us that 
,he eftate did not pay her more than three per cent. upon the ea­
~)ital advanced upon it. 

In the periods of years which you have ftated in your laft an-
1wer were there, to the beLl of your knowledge or information , 
00 new Negroes bought for Lord Dudley's eftate ? 

J am not certain, but I believe not. 

In 1787 did the Hland of Jamaica make its ufual average crop 
of fug~r? 

It Certai nly did not; the importation into London alone was 
J 0,0 00 hogfheads lefs than in 1785, and 13,0 0 0 hoglheads lees 
than in 17h8. 

Did not the infpector general make the calculation which you 
have befure mentioned upon that year's crop? 

Yes. 

Do you know whether the Leeward Wand s, commonly fo called, 
made an average or !hort crop of fugar in the year 1788 ? 

1 have al ways undedlood they made much lefs than an average 
crop. 

Was 
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Was not that the year upon which you made your calculation 
for the Weft Indies in general? 

Yes. 

Is there, or is there not, as you have been informed and believe, 
any and what premium -paid in the Bland of Jamaica to the 
drawers of biJIs of exchange upon Great Britain? 

Of late years there 'has been conftantly a premium on bills at 
ufance, which premium has varied from five to ten per cent. 

Can you form any calculation of the amount of that premium, 
communiblls an nis ? 

I cannot, not being prepared for the queftion . 

Is there a great debt cl ue to foreigners from the Weft India 
Iilands? 

1 underfiand fhere is. 

'Was tl1at debt contracted on the faith and by the fanction of 
Parliament ? 

I believe fa, there being an act of ,parliament expre£ly to encou­
rage fuch .loans .• 

Is there not a very confiderabJe quantity of herrings fent from 
Scotland to the Weft Indies,. for the food of the Negroes? 

Yes. 

Is there not a confiderable quantity of herrings rent from Ire­
land for the fame purpofe ? 

Yes. 

Is the number of feamen employed in thofe filheries included in 
the efiimate you have given of the number of feamen employed in 
the Weft India trade? 

No. 

-i\re there not confiderable quantities of fiih rent from New­
.uundland to the Weft Indies? 

Yes. 

, Is the number of [eamen employed in that fiiliery included in 
the faid eftimate ? 

Not' unlefs the fame feamen carry the filh to the Weft Inc;lies. 
which may occafionally happen. 

If 
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If the abolition of tbe Slave Trade was to take place, and the 
q uantity of produce raifed in the W elt Indies be leffened, would 
the additional price of ·the fugar afford the planter a compenfatioll 
fo r that redudion of produce? 

I have flated that the opulent planter, whofe eltate is large and 
fu4ly handed, might receive a temporaTY benefit from an iricreafe of 
price in his produce, lhould the abolition of the Slave Trade di­
minilh the num ber of his rivals at the Britifh market; but in 
fuch a fuppofition I prefume upon his being able to keep up the 
population Dn his efiates, and the quantity of his prDduce, during 
fuch temporary benefit; the ·diminution of produce to be ex­
peded from an abolition of the Slave Trade mult, I apprehend, 
encreafe in compound progreffion; and I am of opinion that a 
price could ·not be raifed on the cenfumei" here, in allY degree ade­
quate to fuch a diminution. 

If the price was much highei", could an equaJ con[umpticn be 
expected? 

I beiieve not-the confum-ptien was generally believed to be 
much affeded by the high prices in the late war. 

I s ,not the dlate of Lord Dudley feparated from others in a par.: 
ticul ar manner? 

I have heard it defcribed 'as fuch. 

Does not that peculiarity Df fituation prevent the Negroes from 
rambling at nights, .and thereby contrading venereal complaints , 
pleurifies, and other diforders which tend to leffen the Il umbers on 
an eltate ? 

I have often heard it reprefented as fuch by perfons who had 
refided on the efiate. 

Does it not likewife prevent their catching the infeCtion of 
dyfenteries, meafles, fmall-pox, and other contagious diforders ? 

I be!ieve fo; and, in confirmation, the attorney or manager in­
forms us, that in a late contagious di[order, by which many of the 
·neighbouring eflates fuffcred, that dl:ate loll: none, and had but few 
i ll of the diforder. 

And then the CounCe! and Witne[s were di reCted to 
withdraw. 

5 N Martts, 



Marti'S, 23° .die Martii 1790. 

iCOumd called in as before; and the Counfel pc-oceeded flll"ihoc 
.in their examination, and called 

The Right Honourable Lord S H ULD HAM., Admiral of 
.the Blue. 

'What 'has your lordlhip obferved of the behaviour of mafters 
'towards their Negro Slaves, in thofe Iflands where you have com­
manded? 

It has been mild, gentle, and indulgent in all refpects; equal to 
what mafiers generally {hew to their fervants in this k ,ingdom. 

Did the Slaves in general appear to your lordihip to .be properly 
fed, cloathed, and lodged? 

They were decently cloathed, properly for the climate, and 
feemed to be perfeCtly fatisfied with their viCtuals and lodging. 

Did it appear to 'your lordlhip tbat more labour was required of 
the Negroes than they could properly bear? 

I never heard or obferved them to make any .complaints~ but 
feemed to be fatisfied in all refpeCts. 

Do the Negroes appear to be in adefponding fiate. or are they 
in general fatisfied with their condition? 

In general perfeCtly fatisfied, and i.n l!ly opinion wi.th great rea­
fon; for I can remember, when I was a midlhipman, that I envied 
their condition, and often wilhed to be ill the fame fituation. 

, Do you conceive the plantations in the Wefi Indies could be 
.cultivated to advantage by the labour of Europeans? 

In my opinion not, as it mull be attended with immenfe expenee, 
as well as the lofs of a greater numher of lives, from the fatal effc::Cts 
of that climate upon the conftitution of Europeans. 

Does your lordlhip confider the {hips employed by the French 
·in their Weft India trade as one of the principal fources of their 
.naval power? 

One of the principal fou.rces, I do. 
A.re 
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Are not the French lhips employed in this trade remarkable 
£ne veffels, and well manned? 

No, I do not think they are remarkable fine ve/fels; they are 
veffels of about 300 or 400 tons, and manned pretty m~ch in the 
fame manner as our (hips are manned, but it is 27 or 28 years ago 
:fince I was in that part of the world. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

The Honourable SAMU EL BARRINGTO N, Admiral of 
,. the Blue, called in and examined. 

. . ... '1 

What have you obferved of the behaviour of mafters towards 
;their Negro ~laves in thofeIflands where you h!1ve commanded ~ 

Always the greateft humanity. 

Did the Slaves in general appear t.o be properly fed, cloathed, 
~nd lodged? 

They appeared to be fo. 

Did it appear to you that more labour was required of tne 
Negroes than they could properly bear? 

No, by no means. 

Did the Negroes appear to be in a defponding {tate, or are 
.hey in general fatisfied with their condition? 

They feemed to be perfectly (0; and fo much fo, that when I 
hav~ been very miferable myfelf, I have feen thell?- fo happy th~t 
1 vlilhed myfelf a Negro..-This is the evidence I gave before 
the Ccmmiuee of Privy Council; bot, as I have underftood that 
it occafioned fome of the Members of the Houfe to be jocula~, ' 
I think it neceffary now, as they certainly did not underl1and me, 
to explain myfelf a little further on this occafion :~When I 
commanded in chief in the Weft Indies, I was four months be­
fore I had an opportunity of revenging the inflllts of France 
againfl my country-it was duri~g this period that r wilhed to 
.change fitoatIDns with the Negro; but when I had my full re­
;venge, I never withed myfelf a Negro afterwards. 

Dc you conceive that the plantations in the Weft Indies could 
,b~ w 1ttvlltbi to ad.vantage by the labour of Europeans? 

N.o. 

o() 



Do you confider the iliips employed in the French Well: India 
trade as one of the principal fources of the naval power of 
France -? 

Certainly. 

Are not the French Weft India {hips remarkab1e fine vetfels, 
and well manned :? 

They are. They have many more hands than our iliips have; 
I {hould fuppofe near double the number. 

Are they as fine {hips as thofe employed in the Britiili Weft 
India trade? 

They certainly are as .large, or larger .. 

Have not the French increafed their Well: India trade of late 
years? 

I iliould conceive they have, 

Have they not increafed the number of their Well: India 
iliips ? 

1 iliould think fo. 

Is not the Britiili Weft India trade a confiderable nurfery for 
feamen? 

No doubt. 

Whether in your judgment i:t is not important to keep up and 
encourage the Slave Trade? 

By all mea'ns. 

Vv'hether the abolition of the Slave Trade will not tend to re­
duce the Weft India trade, and confequently to leffen the numbers 
of iliips and feamen ? 

No doubt. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

"""hen you were in the Weft Indies, had you not frequent op-
portunities of being on {hore ? ' 

I was three months without taking my anchor up at Barbadoes, 
during the laft war, and was on ihore every day. 

Had 



Had you not continual opportunities of obferving the fituation 
of the Negroes, and the conduct of their mafters {, 

·1 had. 

Did you ever obferve or know of any aCl:s of cruelty commit­
ted by owners of Negroes, upon the Slaves, by their mafters ? 

No; and the only puni!hment I ever faw during thofe three 
months, was upon a Negro woman, by her hufuand: I a!ked him 
how he could be {uch a cruel rafcal as to whip the woman in 
that mann'tr; his anfwer was, " ,Mafter, {he is my wife, and has 
." been whoring all night." 

Had you an opportunity of feeing the habitations of the 
Slaves in Barbadoes; and were they comfortably lodged in your 
opinion? 

More fo, and much cleaner, than the labouring people of 
Ireland. 

Can you form any comp:lrative judgment between the condition 
{)f Slaves in general, in the Weft Indies, and the labouring poor 
of Ireland, and many parts of Great Britain; and what is the -re­
fult of that judgment. 

The Slaves appeared to be much happier. 

Do you think that it would be impoffibJe to keep up the frock 
of Negroes by population only, without importation from Africa, 
if proper regulations and improvements were adopted with'that 
view? 

1 cannot anfwer that quefti{)o, I am no judge; but I have 
h91rd that fome very few plantations may keep up their ftock of 
Negroes. ~ 

~ve you not alfo heard, from perfons of whofe veracity and 
local knowledge you have entertained a good opinion, that means 
might be adopted wh~h would prevent a neceffity of future im­
portations ! 

No, I cannot fay that I ever have had any converf.'ltion upon 
the fubjeCt. I have heard Commiffioner Manin fay, that on his 
.eil:ate they have been able to keep up the ftock of Negroes with­
out importation. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

SO MARRIOTT 

Jt:" 



MARRIOTT ARBUTHNOT, Efquire, Vice Admiral 
of the Red, called in and examined. 

Have you ever bcen in the Wefi: Indies ? 
Yes. 

Have you ever commanded upon that fi:ation ? 
Yes. 

Have you ever had an oppor tunity of obferving the behaviour 
of mafiers towards their Negro Slaves in thofe lI1ands where 
you have commanded ; and what have you obferved ? 

I have been very frequen tl y in many of the plantation s, both at 
St. Chrifiopher's and Jamaica, ' but principally at J ama ica, and I 
have never obferved the fmallefi cruelty ufed towards the Slaves; 
I have often [een them punilhed, but not to any degree of inhu­
manity or cruelty, or wantonly. 

Is the puniiliment more revere, or [0 fevere, as that infliCted on 
the Briti!h foldier or Failor ? 

By no means, that ever I raw. 

Did the Slaves in general appear to be properly fed, c1oathed, 
and lodged? 

They are c10athed according to the heat of the climate; they 
:lre fcd with the utmofi: care, having ground allotted them for that 
p urpo[e, which is the firfi: principle adopted on a young plantation, 
hefides other provifions, when they can be purchafed from Ame­
ri ca, and confi:antly from England, fuch as herrings and other 
fiili. 

Are their lodgings fuitable to the climate; and are they in 
general, in point of accommodation, inferior to the habitations of 
the labouring poor in England or Ireland? 

I do not think they are at all inferior to thofe in Ireland, but 
much better. 

Did it appear , to you that more labour was required of the 
Negroes thm they could properly bear? 

Certainly not. 

Is the general work of the Negroes equal to the labour of the 
[eamell in loading or unloading of 111ips in Weft India harbours? 

As 



As I have never been In a merchantman I cannot fay what that 
labour is; but'it is by no means equal to the labour-of feamen in 
a man of war in heaving d0wn or clearing. . 

Do the Negroes appear to be in a defponding fiate, or are they 
in general fatisfied with their condition? 

Very far from being in a defponding ftate; fo far from it, I 
believe they enjoy as joyous moments as any of us; I have been 
very happy amongfi them. 

Do you conceive that the plantations in the Wefi Indies could 
be cultivated to advaptage by the labour of Eumpeans ? 

There are, as near as I can calculate, in the l11and of Jamaica 
16,000 Whites, and upwards of 200,000 Blacks, therefore it is 
110t poffible for this country to fupply 200,000 in the room of 
thofe Blacks; but, with refpeCt to the quefiion, I fay no, it is 
impofiible. In the year J 730 I was a mid!hipman in a forty gun 
{hip, whiCh carried two regiments over to Jamaica; the colonel 
died in a fortnight after he got to Jamaica, the greateft part of the 
officers, and three-fourths of the regiment, died in little more than 
a twelvemonth. 

Do you confider the !hips employed by the French in thei:r 
Weft India trade one of the principal fources of their naval 
power? 

No; but it is of \'ery great confequence to them. 

Are not French Wefi India {hi ps fine veffels, and well manned? 
I do not know; I have not been in any of their ports, there-

fote cannot anfwer that quefiion. 

Is not the Britilh Weft India Trade a nurfery of feamen ? 
I 1hould think it is. 

Whether, in your opinion. it is not important to keep up and en­
courage that trade? 

Moft unquefiionably. 

Will not the abolition of the Slave Trade tend to reduce the:: 
Weft India Trade, and leffen the number of !hips and feamen ? 

Affuredly yes. 

Examined 
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Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Upon what grou nds do you form that opinion? 
If there arc {h ips employed in any trade, and thole feamen do 

not all die, by the climate being inimical to the health of the 
crew, certainly thole that return will be u[efu l to the country; 
the feamen from the [hips from tbe coail: of Guinea in the laft war 
were of very great ufe towards manning our fleet. 

At what period of the war did His Majefty's [hips receive this 
fllpply from the Guinea-men? 

I do not know at wha t period of the war; I was not at the 
Vlindward Wands, where the [hips received great recruits from 
the coaft of Africa. 

W hat is the inftrument commonly uled in the correction of the 
Slaves in the Weft Indies? 

A cow £kin. 

Is it a more or lels fevere infl:rument than that ufed in the cor­
reCl:ion of foldiers or failors ? 

I h ave anf wered, I have feen foldiers and failors more feverely 
whipt than the Slaves . 

Do you think it would be poffible to keep up the ftock of Ne­
groes by propagation without importations, if proper regulations 
and improvements were to be adopted with that view? 

I really de not know; I do not think it poGi ble that better re­
gulations or improvements could be made. Ollr labourers in the 
field earn their bread with much more difficulty than the Negroes 
do. 

Do you think the Negroes are better ' or worCe treated than when 
you firft knew the Weft Indies? 

Beyond comparifon better: in Jamaica much improved fince I 
firft knew it, which was as long ago as in the year 1763' 

Ih what particulars do you think that improvement has chieBy 
taken place ? 

The Slaves are more humanely treated than they were, and in 
general appear to me to be comfortable. 

Do 



Do ~ou think their cIoathing, their lodging, and food, are 
better than they were formerly? 

I think their cIoathing is very well adapted to the climate; 
they want for nothing that I could perceive, and feemed to be 
fatisfied ; ' and every plantation wherever I have been at, that 
had 150 Negroes, had a furgeon. 

In which of ~he Iflands were you chiefly during the Jail: 
war? 

I was not in the 'Weft Indies during the Jaft war. 

In what year was you in the Weft Indies? 
In 1763' 

On what grounds do you think ' the Slaves are better treated 
now than they were formerly? 

I only confine myfelf to the year 1763' 

And then the Witnefs was direCl:ed to withdraw. 

RIC H A R D ED WAR D S, Efquire, Vice Admiral of 
the White, called in, and examined. 

Have you ever ferved in the Weft Indies, in what Iflands, and 
in what year? 

I have ferved in the Weft Indies in the years 1731, in 1753, 
and in 1760 to 1761. 

~hat have you obferved of the behaviour of mafters towards 
their Negro Slaves in thofe mands where you have ferved ? 

I have not been a refident in the mands. 1 do not know 
any thing very particular. 

What is the general treatment, as far as you have obferved, of 
mailers towards their Slaves; is it cruel or humane? 

I do not recollect any particular cruelties; and have, in parti­
cular eftates, obferved a !hare of humanity in mailers and miftrelfes 
towards their Negroes. 

Did the Slaves in general appear to be properly fed, cloathed, 
and lodged? 

i never heard of any complaint of their provifions; and as to 
5 P their 
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their cloathing, 1 have moftly obferved them naked, except ill 
particular inftances. 

Did it appear to you that more labour was required of the 
Negroes than they cou·ld properly bear? 

I never knew of any inftances, nor ever heard of any com~ 
plaints".to the befi: of my recolleCtion. 

Do you conceive the plantations in the Wefi: Indies could be 
cultivated to advantage by the labour of Europeans ? 

By no means. 

Have you ever been on the coafi: of Africa? 
I have. 

Have you' had an opportunity of obferving the treatment of 
fcamen on board an African !hip? 

W hen I was there in the an nual {hip, I received a few com­
plain ts from the men, of wan t ot provifions, and other cafual 
complaints, which I redreffed. 

Are they as well treated as they ufually are in other trades? 
Upon my word I !hduld think fo; I never was any where, but 

complaints have been made by the men againfi: their mafi:ers, and 
the mafi:ers againfi: the men. 

Do you conceive, if the Slave Trade were to be aboli!hed, tho. 
French and Dutch would engrofs the whole trade of the Gold 
Coafi: ? 

I believe they would. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Do you think the Negro Slaves in the Wefi: Indies are now 
better or worfe treated than they were formerly? 

It is a long time fince t~e firfi: time I was there,; but I !hould 
think they are certainly treated better. 

Whence do you think that mofi: of the Slaves come who are 
fold on the Gold Coafi:, and from what fources fllpplied? 

Certainly from the Along Shore Coafr, from the different forts, 
and from the boats that are fent from the !hips to trade; the 
boats go often for a week, or longer, with goods trading from the 
{hips. 

Suppofe 



Suppofe Great Britain were to aholiib the Trade in Slaves tc the 
coaft of Africa, do you think the number fold to other European 
nations would be much diminiibed ? 

No, much increafed; and I believe you would be obliged ~() 
buy them of them. 

Did you ever know or hear of an inftance of a Slave, after he had 
been brought from the coaft of Africa to the plantations, exprefs 
11 wiib or deiire to return to his own country again? 

I never did. 

Do you apprehend that the Trade in Slaves from the coaft of 
Africa to the Weft India Iflands, combined with the commerce of 
the Weft India Iflands with the mother country, is of any confi­

-1l,erable confequence towards manning the navy of Gre!!t Britain in 
time of war? 

As much as any that l-know. 

If either of thofe fpecies of commerce were to be abolif11ed, or 
to. receive any check, would it not confeguently produce a manifeft 
injury to the navy? 

I think no good to it. 

Suppofing that the African Trad'e with the Weft India Hland.$ 
were to be aboliibed by aa of parliament, from your know.ledge 

,of the different Iflands in the Weft Indies, do you apprehend 
that the fmuggling of new Negroes into thofe Iflands conld be 
eafily prevented by this country? 

No more than the aboliibiAg fmuggling any where elfe. 

tIs it a cuftomary thing in the Weft India Iflands for the Slaves tG 
·furniib His Majefty's !hips of war with any ~rticles of live flock .. 
vegetables, and fruits, and other ground provifions ? 

Certainly, in all the Illands; for they have bum-hoats the fame 
as we have at Spithead, and elfewhere. 

Does that traffic amount to any confiderable fum? 
I cannot fay I am a judge of that. 

Are you of opinion that the African Trade by itfelf is of con­
,1iderabJe confequence to the manning His Majefty's navy? 

It is of con[equence to the manning His Majefty's navy. 

Do 
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Do you recollect ever to have held any converfations refpeCling 
the inclinations of Negroes to return to their native country? 

I could have no converfation with any body relating to it, becaufe 
I never knew any of their inclinations for it. 

And then the Witnefs was direCled to withdraw. 

WI L L I A MHO T HAM, ECquire, Rear Admiral of the 
Red, called in, and examined. 

Are you acquainted with the Britiili Weft India Wands? 
Yes. 

How long have you known them? 
Ever fince I was a boy, and £lrft went to fea. 

Have you had any opportunity of obferving the behaviour of 
mafters towards their Negro Slaves in the feveral Iflands where you 
have been; and what is that behaviour? 

I have had opportunities of obCerving, and I never found it other-
wife than very proper behaviour. \ 

Was the treatment of Slaves in general mild and humane? 
Very much Co, as far as I have feen. 

Did the Slaves in general appear ' to be properly fed, cloathed, 
and lodged? 

As far as came under my obfervation, they did. 

Did it appear to you that more labour was required from the 
Negroes than they could properly bear? 

No, never. 

Did the Negroes appear to be in Ii defponding ftate; or are they 
in general Catis£led with their condition? 

They always appeared very well fatis£led with their condition, 
and never appeared in a defponding ftate; they were always very 
cheerful. ' 

Do you conceive the plantations in the Weft Indies could be 
cultivated to advantage by the labour of Europeans? 

I iliould judge it impoffible, I think their conftitution would not 
bear it. 

Do 
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Do you confider the lhips employed by the .French in · their 
Weft India trade as one of the principal 40urces of their 'naval 
power? 

I lhould think it was. 

Is it not a great nurfery for French feameo ? 
I lhould judge fa. 

Are not the French Weft India lhipsremarkably 'fine ve1fds, 
and well manned? 

They are fine lhips, but I cannot fay how they are manned. 

Are they as large, or larger, than the Britilh Weft India 
lhips? 

In general1arger. 

Is not the Britilh We!l: India trade a confiderable nur[ery ·for 
feamen? 

Yes, I thould think it is. 

Is not the African Trade alfo a nurfery for leamen ? 
Yes, I lhould judge fo certainly. 

Are not thofe two trades advantageous in fupplying ,the lhips of 
war with feamen during a war? . 

I thould judge fo. 

Is it not, in your jud~ment, important to keep up thofe trades? 
I fuould think fo, Wlthout a doubt. 

<¥hether the abolition of the Slave Trade will not tend to 
reduce the Weft India trade, and leffen the numbcr of lhips and 
feaDien? 

I {beuld think it certainly would. 

Examined by Members of the Committee. 

In what manner do you conceive the abolition of the Slave 
Trade would produce this effeCl ? 

By leffening the demand for lhips and feamen. 

sQ. When 



W ·hen you was in the Wefi Indies had you frequent oppor­
tunities of being on (hore? 

Yes. 

Had you frequent oppor tunities of obferving the fituation and 
co ndi ti on of the Slaves? 

Yes. 

And of the behaviour of their mafiers to them? 
Yes; I was on {hare fo r fix weeks or two months on Sir 

William Codrington's efbte, by which I had the opportunity 
of obferving the m anner of the treatment of Slaves, having been 
fent down there with a veffe! we had fe ized. 

When you were on that efiate had you daily opportunities of 
m aking thofe obfervations ? 

Yes. 

Did you ever refide on any other efbte; and if you did, for 
what time? 

I have occaGonall y been at a great many, but [eldom longer 
than on a vill t for a few days . . 

Did you make any ob Cer vations on the trea tment of Slaves on 
thofe other efiates, and what? 

I obferved in general they were very well treated on all the 
efiates where I was; I obferved no particular [everity u[ed: I 
h ave been in the \Iv'efi [ndies five or fix years at different times, 
and do not recollect tver having [een more than three or four pu­
nit11ments. 

Do yo u think, from the [cope of your knowledge and informa­
tion, as to the general behaviour of planters in the Wefi India 
Illands towards their Slaves, they may he juf1:ly accu[ed of cruelty, 
wanton [eve rity, or any (pecies of inhumanity to them? 

Very far from it . 

Is the re, or is there not, a conGderable traffic carried on between 
the Slaves in the different Hlands and His M ajefiy's fleets and 
i11ips of war when there, in fupplying them with various articles 
of proviDon, and fruits of the country? 

A very confiderable traffic of that fort i s carried on. 

And is not the money acquired by the Slaves in that traffic ge­
nerally [uppo[ed and acknowledged to be their own? 

, The 
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The traffic which I have feen carried on has been more with 
the £hip's proviiions than with l~oney, which has been given in 
exchange for the commodities recei\ed • 

. Do you not apprehend that the provifions fu exchanged were for 
the perfonal account and profit of the Slave? 

Certainly; I never had any other idea. 

Suppofing the African Slave Trade with the Weft India IIlands 
to be aboliilied by parliament, what number of {hips or velfels of 
war do you apprehend it would require to be ftationed round 
thofe IIlands, to prevent the finuggling of new ' Slaves into 
them? 

It is impoffible for me judge of the number of £hips; but I 
£hould think it almo!l impoffihle to prevent the fmuggling of them. 

Were the regulations which were made to pr'event th(\! intro­
duction of American provifions into the V/eft india Hlands, found 
ineffectual. . 

I cannot fpeak to that, not having been there fince that 
time. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

Captain ROB E R T LAM B E R T called in, and examined . 

H :we you ever ferved or reGded in the Weft India Hlands ? 
Yes. 

How long? 
At different times, eight or nine years. 

In what particular Iflands ? 
I have been in the Windward, but particularly at Jamaka. 

What have you obferved of the behaviour and treatment of 
mafters towards their Slaves, in the Illands where you have 
been? 

I never obferved any ill ' ufage; on the contrary,' I thought 
the Slaves in general appeared happy and comfortable. 

In what capacity were you in the Weft Indies? 
In the firft part of the time that I was in the Weft Indies I 

commanded a King's {hip, and the latter part I was commiffioner 
at Port Royal. 

Did 
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Did the Slaves in general appear to be properly fed,. cloathed, 
,il.nd lodged? 

I did' not fee any thing to .the contrary. 

:Pid it appeflr to you, that more labour was required of the 
Negroes than they cou ld properly bear.? 

Certainly not; for I always faw them chearful after coming 
from their work. 

Ji)o the Negroes pppear in a defponding ftate, or are they, in 
general, [atisfied with their condition? 

I think in .thi.s country I fee more .defponding ,people than I 
ever faw among the Negroes. 

Do you conceive that the plantations in the Weft Indies could 
be culti vated to advantage by the labour of Europeans? 

I am fure they could not . 

Do you confider the {hips employed by the French in their 
·Weft India Trade, as one of the principal.foufces of ,their nayal 
power? ' 

I £hould th ink fo, from the number of ihips they have, and 
the number of men they carry. 

Are not the French Weft India £hi ps fine ~dTels, large, and well 
manned? 

Extremely fo. 

Do you know whether the French have not increafed their 
Weft India trade of late years? 

I cannot an[wer that quefiion. 

Is not the Brit ilh Weft India trade .a ,confiderable nurfery for 
{earn en ? 

Undoubtedly it is. 

Has it not been founa adv.an>tageous in (upplying men to man 
His Majefty's £hips in time of war.? 

I had never any other means of recruiting my {hip but from 
Weft Indiamen. 

Whether, in your judgment, it is not highly important to 
keep up and encourage the Weft India trade? 

1 ihou·ld imagine fo. both for manning of our fleets, and the 
protection of the Wands. 

Whether 
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Whether the abolition of the Slave Trade would Dot tend to 
reduce the Weft India trade. and to leff"en tpe number of iliips 
and feameD ? 

Undoubtedly it would. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Suppofing an ACt to have paffed for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, d6 you think it poffible that !hips of war of this coun­
try could prevent the running of new Slaves into Jamaica, or any 
of the other Iflands 1 

Certainly D.ot. 

When did you leave Jamaica? 
I think in 1784-. 

Are you fufficient1y acquainted with the treatment of Negroes, 
a Dd the cultivation of Weft India eftates, to fay that the popu­
lation cannot be kept up without continuing -the importation o( 
African Slaves? 

I can onl¥ .anfwer fr.omhearfa¥, that it cannot; having a 
n umber of Slaves under my direCtion b.elonging to the King I 
was obliged to ha.ve thoLe .replenilhed, to carryon the conftant 
work. 

Were thofe Slaves men only; or, if there were wome.n among 
.them, what w.as the proportion r 

They were moftly men; they had an wives, but they did not 
heJong to the King, nor the childr.en. 

Have X6U known .the navy to receive fupplies of feamen from 
the African.!hips in the Weft Indies? 
r I have known numbers of men come from Guinea-men, in 
greatc:r proportion ilian fram other thips, becaufe they carry a 
greater number. 

Do you :kllowJ)f any confiderable mlmber of pla-etations which 
'have been able to fupport their refpeCtive !locks of Slaves, without 
purchafing recruits! 

1 do not. . 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

5 R Ane! 
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And the CounCel having propoCed to examine 

Commodore A LAN GAR D N E R, a Member preCent ; 

And the Caid Member having confented thereto; 

He was aiked, 

In what IDands have you ferved or refided ? 
I have Cel'ved principally at Jamaica, but have ~lCo ferved in all 

the Inands. 

Have you ever commanded in the Ifland of Jamaica? 
Yes. 

When did you return from that Hlaud ? 
I arrived at Spithead the 28th of Augult lalt. 

What have you obferved of the behaviour and treatment of maC· 
ters towards their Slaves in the Hlands wher.e you have been i' 

I cannot point out any impropriety 0f behaviour in particular 
of the planters towards their Slaves; there are good and bad maC. 
ters in all countries, and that may be the caCe in Jamaica . 

. Is the treatment in general humane and mild ,? 

. I believe Co. 

Did the Slaves in general appear to be properly fed, c1oathed, 
.and lodged'? 

I belie.ve upon all eltates they have a certain proportion of vic­
t uals allotted to all the Slaves, and I believe a fufficiency to enable 
them to go through their work; ,in regard to doathing, there is 
very little neceffary in tropical .climates; but I believe it is a 

. general praaice to allow a .certain proportion of doaths to 
every Negro on the eftate, and this I always underftood is dif­
tributed 011Ce or twic~ a year. ln regard to lodging, huts are 
pr.ovided on every eltate for the Negroes ; and in rebard to the 
comfort of their huts, it depends more or lefs on themfelves to 
make them,fo. 

Did it appear to you that more labour was required of the Ne­
groes than they could properly bear? 

Froin the obfervations that I have made, no; I am convinced 
that one labouring man in England performs.twice the work of any 
Negro in the Weft Indies. 

Do 
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Do the Negroes appear to be in a de(ponding "ilate, or are they 
in general fatisfied with their condition? 

I am of opinion that they are by no means in a defp00ding ftate; 
there are people amongft them that are conftitutionally of a me­
lancholy turri, which is the cafe very often in this country. In 
general I believe-they are perfectly fatisfied with their condition; I 
judge fa from their chearfulnefs out of work-time, and their readi­
ne[s to engage in any diverfions that are going forwa;d. 

Do you conceive that the plantations in the Weft Indies could 
be cultivated to advantage by the labour of Enropean-s ? 

I firmly believe not. I have known Jamaiea twenty-four 
years; the laft three years that I was there I was in th~ chief 
command of the King's {hi-ps, and I refided upon a penn, which is 
allotted by the Hland for the refidence of the admiral, it contains 
about eighty acres, the cultivation' of which I attended to; and 
during the hurricane months I employed fome people who had 
been accuftomed to the labour of farming, from the iliips, to plant 
about twelve -acres of corn, and I alfo employed them in mowing 
and hay-making; notwithftanding thefe people only worked very 
early in the morning, and in the cool of the evening, yet I found 
they were unable to go thr<;>ugh this bufinefs, although I gave 
them an extra allowance of provifions as wdl as grog; and I was 
i nduced to fend them back to the {hip, and to employ Negroes to ' 
perform this bufine[s, which I would not have done, if my feel­
ings would have allowed me to em.ploy thofe other people: . 
from this circumftance, and from the obfervations that I have 
made of book-keepers, whofe buunefs it is to attend to the work­
ing N~groes in the field, I am fatisfied in my own mind that Eu­
r6p~ns cannot !land that climate; I have [een many inftances of, 
book- keepers ftanding with umbrellas over their heads while they 
were attending the Negro\!s. 

Do you confider the iliips employed by the French in their Weft' 
India Trade as one of the principal fources of thei.r naval power? 

I really think it cannot be doubted. 

Are they not in general fine large veffels, and well manned? 
In general conuderabl-y larger than our own, and always more 

fully manned. 

Is not the Briti{h Weft India trade a conliderable nurfery for 
feamen? 

Certainly. 
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Is it not extremely advantageous for [upplying !hips with {ea­
men in time of atl:ual war? 

Certainly. 

Is it not, in your judgment, highly important to keep up and 
encourage that trade? 

To be fure. fo long as the W.ands are thought worth keep­
ing. 

Whether the abolition of the Slave Trade will not tend to re­
duce the Weft India Trade, and leffen the number of {hips and 
feamen there~ ? 

I confider if the trade is aboliihed there is an end of the Colo­
nies ; .the Negroes are the very finews of the plante!". 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Do you think it impoffible for the fiock of Slaves to be kept 
'Up without the importatidn of Negroes from Africa? 

I do. 

What are the grounds of that 'opinion? 
The difproportion of females to the males, and from the fe­

males cohabiting promifcuouily, a,nd from the difeafes which they 
~ring with them from the Coafi of Gu,inca, and contratl: by living 
together in th.is promifc.uollls manner. 

What do you apprehend t,o be the d·ifproportion of the fexes in 
the mand of Jamaica? 

I do not fpeak from any knowledge that I have. but I {hould 
fuppofe three males ,to two females; upon my obfervation on the 
efiates upon which I have been, there always a:ppeared a. greater 
proportion of males than females • 

. Do you think the Slaves are 'better or worfe treated now thall 
they we're formerly? . 

I am confident when I fay they are much better treated now 
than they were when I firft knew the Ifland, and that the burthen 
of.the Negro is every day g,rowing lilhter~ ~ 

In what particulars has this change for the better chiefly takel'l 
place? 

I believe they are both bener fed, c1oathed, and attended to, than 
they were formerly. 

Can 
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Can you give any information refpeCting the treatment of failors 
on board Guinea {hips? 

I never was board a Guinea {hip but once in my life, therefore 
cannot fpeak to their treatment on board thofe {hips. 

Do you know of any confiderable Bllmber of plantations that 
have been able to fupport their refpeCtive fiocks of Slaves withollt 
purchafing recruits? 

I be!ieve there are very few, if any. 

Have you made that an objeCt of your enqlliry? 
No. 

Have you refided much on {hare at Jamaica? 
I refided chiefly on {hare, except fix or feven weeks, during 

three years. 

Had many efiates kept up their number without importations, 
would you bave had opportunities of hearing or knowing it ? 

I am of opinion I lhould have heard it remarked. On the ar­
rival of a cargo the planters are all anxious to purchafe it, and 
many of thom involve themfelves in debt by fo doing. 

Do they not confider the purchafe of Negroes as abfolutely ne­
ceffary to the cultivation of the eftates ? 

They can purchafe them for no other reafon I believe. 

Are not the fettlements of efiates very much encreafed fince your 
.firfl: knowledge of the Wand ? 

As a proof of it, there are upwards of 50,000 more Negroes in 
the Wand of Ja'maica than when I firfi was acquainted with it. 

Do the Negroes on the different plantations you have known 
feem pleafed when new Negroes are purchafed ? 

I do not recolleCt I ever was prefent on a plantation when new 
Negroes were brought into it. 

Have you heard in converfation in the \Vefi Indies any in­
frances mentioned of flocks of Slaves which have been kept up 
without importations 1 and if any, what were thofe inflances ? 

I believe I have heaftl in converfation, there may be eight or ten 
eftates in the Hland whichi have kept up their flock without buy­
ivg imported Negroes. 

And then the Counfe! were direCted to withdraw. 

5 S Mercurii, 



Mercurii 24° die Martii 1790. 

COunfel called in as before; and the Counfe! proceeded further 
in their Examination. and called 

The Right honourable Lord MACAR TNEY, Knight of the 
mofi Honourable Order of the Bath. 

How long has your lordihip known or been relident In any, 
and which of the Wefi India Ifland s ? 

I was upwards of three years in the We{1: India Iflands as 
governor of Grenada, the Grenadines, and Tobago, from May 
1776 to July 1779 . 

. Wha t h:lS yo ur lordali p obferved of the behaviour and treat­
ment of ma{1:ers towards the Negro Slaves in thofe Iflands where 
you have commanded? 

It depends a good deal on the temper of the mafier; but the 
interefi of the n1:l{1:er is fo conneCted with the well-being of the 
Slave, that the behaviour of the mafrer is in a great meafure 
regulated by that confideration. 

Is it in general mild and humane? 
I think in general it is; I have heard of fome bad examples, 

but very few, but none of them have come within my OWll 

particular knowledge. A bad matter is always exceedingly def­
pired by hi s fellow planters. 

Did the Slaves in geJ:leral appear to be properly fed, cloathed, 
.and lodged? 

I think they did; the intere{1: of the ma{1:er is fo conneCted, 
afld the exertion of the Slaves depend to much on thofe circum­
fiances, that great attention is always paid to them. 

Did it appear to you that more labour was required of the 
Negroes than they could properly bear? 

I thi nk not; there are particular parts of the cultivation which 
require more labour than others, but upon the whole I think that 
a labouring man in England, who gets his bread by the [weat of 
.his brow, wOl"ks to the full as much as the Negro. 

. Do 
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Do the Negroes appear to be in a defponding fiate, or are they 
in general fatisfied with their condi tion? 

That depends I believe upon the coun tries they come from : 
Negroes are brought from an extent of coafi of abou t forty degrees 
of latitude; in fome of the countries they come from I have 
underfiood they were Slaves before they were exported , in others 
the government is different; fame of the Negroes, as Coromantes 
for inilance. living I believe under a lefs defpot ic government 
tban others, are high fpirited, and not very fubmiffive to their 
condition. There is one natien of Negroes which I have been 
informed are prone to fuicide in their own country, and have 
confequently given the examples of the fame difpofition when 
brought to our Iflands. 

Do the Sla-qes, upon the whole, appear in general fatisfied ? 
I believe a great number of them, after having been fome li ttle ' 

time in our Iflands, would not go back if they had it in their 
power. 

Do you conceive that the plantations in the "Veil Ind ies could 
be cultivated to advantage by the labour of El1ropeans ? 

I think that no man who has been a twelvemonth in the ' Veil 
Indies through all the feafons can pollibly think fo ; it is not 
without great care and attention that an European can preferve 
his health in that country without labour. 

Do you think that the prefent fiock of Negroes in the planta­
tions in the above-mentioned Hlands could be kept up without frefh 
importations of Slaves from Africa? 

Never having had any plantation or efiate in the Wefi Indies 
myfelf, and being therefore imperfeClly acquainted with the 
~conomy of a pla.ntation, I cannot well anfwer that quefiion. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Is the generality of prvprietors of efiates in the Ifland of Gre­
nada relident on their own property? 

J do not know the ftate of the relidents at prefent; but in the 
time of my government there were a great many gentlemen of 
very large eaates then relided there; there were, however, many 
proprietors of great eftates alfo abfent; but unlefs I were to take a 
grea.t deal of time to recollect and calculate, I could not afcertain 

the 



the proportion, for I loft all my papers when the Ifland was 
taken. 

Did you lordlhip ever hear a comparifon in point of e~pence 
between going on the fyftcm of keeping up the ftock of Negroes 
by breeding, and that of buying imported Africans; and which 
was efl:eemed the cheapeft plan? 

I recollett h aving heard it mentioned that one gentleman in the 
IOand of Grenada had made that calculation; amI t bat he was 
of opinion it was more for his intereft to work his Slaves out 
in a few years, and fupplyin g their places by freal purchafes, than 
to work them moderately like his neighbours; but I was not fuf­
ficiently acquainted with him, or his affairs, to know whether he 
reduced his opinion to prattice ; but poffibly he did. He was 
not an Englilhman, he was a new fubjett, and was very little 
refpected in the colony. 

What, during your lordaup's refidence, was generally under­
fiood to be the legal protettion enjoyed by the Slave againit ill 
ufage on the part of his ma(ter, or any other White perfon ? 

With refpett to the remedy of a Slave againft his mafier, I do 
not recoll ett wbether tbe laws of the lfland h ave provIded any 
effettu alone. With relpett to a particubr fact of a rehled\, from 
a Black perron againft a White one, I know that a little time be­
fore my arrival in the colony a VVhite ma n was executed for the 
murder of a Black womall. I beg lean to add, that, in general, 
I believe the Sla.ves are not ill ufed by their mafiers, it be1l1g [0 

/.' contrary to the Jnterefi of the latter. 

How many \Vhite perfons are commonly refident on a planta­
tion ? 

That will certainly dcpcrJd 0n the number of ~egroes, and ex­
tent of tbe piJ.r,tation. There ought to be, and ufually are, upon 
any confiderable plantation, a manage r, an under manager, and a 
dottor, but on mar.y efbtes there are more. 

What was the legal protettion enjoyed by the free Negroes? 
I do not recoJlett any particular in{tance of the k1l1d; but I 

thould cO:1ceive th .t a free Negro migbt in f~ch nre obt ,tin re­
drefs in the ufual manner, by applying to a m gifl:rate. I do not 
fpeak with any pGfitive certainty on this fubjett. 

Does not your lordthip think, that if a White perfon thould 
with to commit an aCt of vioJenee on a Slave or a free Negro, he 

might 
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might find an opportunity, when all the Whites {bould be oul' of 
the way. of executing his purpofe, without fear of being brought 
to legal conviCtion for it -? 

J ufi in the .fame manner as he might agaiFlft a White perron, 
if all the other Whites were out of 'the way: convictioFl will de­
-pend upon ajUl:y if -it was brought to trial. 

Is the teftimonyof Slaves-, or free Negroes, admitted In ,oourts 
of juftice in the conviction ,of White perfons ? 

I do not recollect any <inil:ance of Neg-ro evidence heing ad­
mitted. 

lf your 1ardlh-ip were to form a comparative judgmcf.Jt in the 
aggregate of the actual condition of the Slave in Grenada and that 
-of the peafant in this country, which of the two cla1Tes of men 
{bould your lord!h.ip think enjoys the greater portion of the necef­
faries and comf-orts of life? 

Exclufive of liberty, which is a fentiment which every Engliih­
man feels, which few Negroes feel in the fame extent, I conceive 
the COf.Jdition of a Negro to be very comfortable, for in general he 
is well fed, well cloathed, taken care of when he is fick, every thing 
provided for him, there is no apprehenfion of creditors, and upoa 
the whnle the circumftances in his c-ondition, exclufive of the 
idea -of his being a Slave, render his fituation perhaps as comfort­
-able as that of a peafant in this country. 

What proportion did the Whites in Grenada and the Grena­
dines bear to the Negroes in thofe Iflarrds d-uring your lordihip's 
,government J 

Having lofi a-I1 my papers when the mand was taken, I cannot 
fpeak with precifion; but to t4e beft of my recollection the Whites ~ 
were 1,400, and the Negroes 33,000. 

Whether the Negroes in general do not look forward to a ftate 
of freedom with fame anxiety or defi,re ? 

Not havin.g had any plantation, or a confiderable number of 
Negroes myfelf, I cannot give a precife an[wer to that queftion; 
but my own Negroes in my family were fo ha,ppy, tha.t I believe 
they never had a willi to be free, at leafi none of them ever 
'fignified a wiih to me on the Iiland: when I came to England 
1 made thofe free immediately on my arrival, and they returned 
back as free Negroes to Grenada.. . 

ST Does 



Does your lordlhip fpeak ofdomeftic Slaves only ? 
I do; for I had no other-so 

Is it not generaJ:Iy apprehended, that field Negroes are delirous 
of obtainiqg their freedom? , 

I dare fay many field Negroes do wifil to be fr.ee, but I do 
not know what would become of them if they were; and I am 
dif.p<Jfed to imagine, that many of them., after having been made 
free, would wilh to return to their fGrmer condition. 

Does itconfift with your lordlhip's "knowledge or recolleCtion, 
that the promife of freedom is, in certain cafes, held out to Ne­
groes, either by ,the legiflature ,or by their mafiers, either as a re­
ward or a temptation? 

1n the claufes of fome of the aCts it ,certainly is; but no Ne­
gro can be made free without a conliderable expence to his 
mafi er, I believe even to the amount .of £. 1.00 currency in the 
ifland of Grenada. 

Do you or do you not apprehend that the proteCtion of 
their malters is the belt fecurity which the Negroes enjoy from 
any ill treatment to w,hich they might be expofed from other per­
fons ? 

I do not know whether it is the befi:; it is one undoubtedly, 
it may be the befi. 

As it is an acknowledged faCt, that em plantations in general a 
large number of Negroes are under the abfolute rule of a very 
few White perfons, and that Negro evidence is not in any cafe 
taken, does not your lordlhip imagine that ,if a White man ill 

r, fuch a fituation be difpofed to ill-treat Negroes, numberlefs op­
portunities may occur 'in which he may gratify that difpofition, 
without any fear of legal punilhment ? 

I {aid that I did not remember any Negro evidence ever being 
admitted at Grenada, but I do not know that cafes may not 
happen where Negfo evidence may be admitted: I did hear, that 
in the Wand of Tobago, on the trial of Mr. Franklin, attempts 
were made to -iI'ltroduce Negro evidence, but it was not received; 
I fpeak only from hearfay. 

Does your lordfilip think that the lands in Grenada would have 
been pUl-chafed by Britilh fubjects, and great capitals expended 

. upon them, if the purchafers had not depended on the faith of 
,parliament for the proteCtion and cultivation of thofe eltates? 

I.cannot 



I cannot fay what operated in the minds of the purchafers, but I 
fup,pofe they expected their pr.ofits to arife from the fame mode of 
cultivation as had been practifed befoFe. 

Does your lordihip know whether great fums of money have 
been borrowed from foreigners by the proprietors of lands in Gre­
nada? 

I have underftood fo. 

Does your lordiliip know whether thofe fums were not bor­
rowed under the [anction and faith of parliament? 

I believe there was an aCt of parliament paffed for that pur­
pofe. 

Will that faith be obferved to foreigners if the abolition of the 
Slave Trade takes place, and thereby the cultivation of thofe Iflands 
be impeded? . 

I ihould fuppofe, in cafe thofe eftates became of no value from 
the v.:ant of cultivation, fome other proviGon would be made to 
indemnify the creditors; that muft depend on the legiflature. 

, Does your lordihip mean to give it as your opinion that the 
abolition of the Slave Trade muft neceffarily make thofe eftates be­
come of no val ue ? 

I wiih to avoid giving an opinion upon that fubject. 

Is it your lordihip's opinion that the Slaves were better treated 
and happiet: when the Wand of , Grenada was under the French 
government, than after it became part of the Britilh empire? 

I"'have heard inftances of ill treatment under the French go­
vernment, more fevere than after it fell under the Englilh govern­
ment; but I do not fpeak of thefe as faCts known to myfelf. 

Did it fall within your lordihip's obfervation, that when the 
proprietor of Slaves at any time became diftreffed or embarraffed 
in his circumftances, his Slaves fuffered from fuch embarraffment. 
by the diminution of their fubfiftence, or by more labour being 
impofed on them? 

I think it very pollible. but do not know it from my own ob­
fervation. not having any eftate of my own, I lived commonly in 
town; but I believe they may have fuffered juft as fervants do here 
by the diftrefs of their mafter. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdr:tw. 

Sir 
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' Sir J 0 H N 0 ALL IN G, Baronet, .called in, and examined. 

Have you ever relided in the Weft Indies; and in-what Wand '? 
I relided in Jamaica. 

"Was you in any public ' capaCity in that lI1and ? 
I was .there both as a foldier and governor. 

How long did you relide in that Illand ; and when did you laft 
;leave it ? 

Off and on, I was there from the taking of the Havannah ; and 
governor and lieutenant-governor till the year 1781. 

What did you obferve of the behaviour and tre:ltment of maf­
ters towards the Negro Slaves in that Iiland ? 

Great attention in general paid to them; the more harlh maller 
is confidered as the Slave who has been made free himfelf; and 

.give but a Slave authority, and he becomes a tyrant himfelf. 

Is their treatment in general mild and humane? 
I think in genetal it is fo;particularly to the cultivating Ne­

. groes. 

Did the Slaves in general appear to be properly fed, clothed, 
and lodged? 

Well fed i-unfavourable feafons, and other accidents interven­
ing, a fcarcity now and then mull: en[ue; .in thofe cafes the 
planter, from humanity as well as -for his ·own intereft, feeks pro­
vifions at any expence wherever they are to be found; with re[pect 
to their cloathing it is well ad~pted to the climate, as is their 

710dging. 

' Did it appear to you that more labour was required of the Ne­
o groes than they could properly bear? 

The general work of Negroes is not to be deemed labour., 
according to the acceptation of the word here: a well-regulated 
plantation is not an unpleafant object either .to the eye or the 
mind. 

How are the Negroes taken care of in ficknefs, and in old age, 
or when from any infirmity they are incapable of labour? 

Great attention is paid to them in ficknefs, and in their old age 
only put to fuch flight works as they are capable of. 
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Do the Negroes appear to be in a defponding fiate, or are they 
in general fatisfied with their condition? 

1 believe that the defpouding Negro is a being in general who 
from refr?ctorinefs or from difinclination does not chufe to work; 
among fuch numbers tbere muil: be many of ungovernable tem­
pers, as there are amongft us; as a foldier I can f.1Y, that our 
difgufiing puni fhments are generally divided among twenty or 
thirty in a regiment from five to · leven hundred men; a well­
minded Negro looks forward to fomething better than his prefent 
ilate. 

Do the Negroes in general appear fatisfled ? 
A firong argument that they a~o is, that from the public 

,conduct of this country, ""hich has been doubtlefs ~xaggerated to 
thelh through a variety of channels, they would have been incited 
,to defolation and murder long before this period. 

.,­
Do you conceive that the plantations in the Well: Iridies could 

be cultivated to advantage by the labour of Europeans? 
In the great Illand of Jamaica, among the higher mountains, 

ah European may pollibly produce wherewithal for his own little 
.confl1mption, but reither among the mountains nor upon the 
plains any of the fiapJe commodities any where; Great Britain 
would not be able to bear the confumption of men; the young 
poeple who are fent out there for what they call book-keepers can 
fcarcely be kept alive without work; in the common overfeeing 
of Negroes in the field, which is their duty, umbrellas were 
ufed when I was in the country, "and are found to be abfolutely 
neceifary for their prefervation from the effects of the flm, as well 
as to cover them from rain; if neceifary therefore withou t work, 
how 'much more fo with it, and of courfe a Negro or a 'White 
perfon mull: be obliged to hold fuch a covering for them. 

Can the prefent fiock of Negroes in the Ifland be kept up 
without annual importation of Slaves from Africa? 

1 am certain it cannot. 

If the means of obtaining an annual fupply of Negroes be taken 
away by the abolition of the Slave Trade, will ~ot the prefent 
produce of Wefi India efiates be thereby reduced; and will it not' 
entirely prevent the extention of agriculture in the Illand of Ja­
maica? 

By degrees it would be the ruin of every proprietor, and pro­
duce beggary to his defcendants; and by degrees alfo, I am afraid, 
commercially fpeaking, bankruptcy, in this coun try. 

5 U EXJmined 
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Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Did you ever efiimate the annual decreafe of a given fiock of 
Negroes, fuppofing it not to be recruited by the purchafe of im­
ported Negroes ? 

I cannot fay pofitively, but it almofi always depends on fitua­
tion; the Negroes imported bring many diforders with them, ex­
clufive of fuch, in happy fituations, the confumption is trifling; 
blut as there are many unwholefome ones, there it becomes great. 

Are the diforders which the imported Negroes bring along with 
them commonly infectious? 

Some are, fuch as the yaws and fluxes. 

On what grounds do you think the flock of Negroes could not 
be kept up by breeding, if proper regulations and expedients were 
adopted, and fieadily perfevered in ? 

From their own -irregularities. 

Are the Negroes a race of men as capable of labour in the cli­
mate of the Wefi Indies, as the inhabitants of other countries are 
in climates congeI)ial to their confiitlltions ? 

I believe when in health they are capable of doing all kinds of 
works they a~e called to. 

What is generally underfiood to be the legal proteCtion en­
joyed by Slaves againfi ill ufage on the part of their mal1:er or any 
other White perfon ? 

If a man ill ufes his Slave to a degree, he is amenable to the 
magifirates; and if he wantonly defiroys him, he is tried for his 
life. 

Do you recolleCt many inl1:ances of White men being legally 
conviCted and puniilied for ill ufage of their own Slaves, or thofe 
Gf other perfons ? 

I cannot fay that I do recollect many infiances. 

Does not the chief -proteCtion of the Negroes from ill ufage by 
other perfons conlifi in the interefi their mal1:ers have in pro-
teCting them from it ? _ 

In fome degree to be fure, but I hope from humanity alfo. 

What is your idea of the treatment of Slaves in the Britifh 
IOandf, 
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.Iflands, compared with what it is in the Spanifh and French fettle­
ments? 

I have underfl:ood that the Spaniards treat their Slaves better 
than we do; that we treat them better than the French; and the 
French treat them better than the Dutch. 

What is the ordinary fituation, and what the occupations, of 
the free Negroes in the Wand of Jamaica ~ 

They follow their different occupations of different trades, fuch 
as carpenters, II!afons, and all kinds of trades; but, for want of 
regulation, they are debauched, and become a very great nuifance; 
they raife fl:ock of different kinds, and bring them to market for 
fale. 

What was commonly underfl:ood to be the proportion between 
male and female Slaves in the Ifiand of Jamaica? 

I believe there are a great many more. males than females; 
but I underfl:and of late years, the planters would rather have a 
greater proportion of females. 

Was it generally underfl:ood that the fyfl:em of breeding Negroes 
was cheaper than that of working them out, and keeping up the 
gang by imported Africans? 

I have never heard much about it. 

Were the importations from Africa chiefly necelTary for keep­
ing up the cultivation at its exifl:ing height, or for extending the 
plantation, and opening new ground? 

For both reafons; and a planter who fhould find himfelf in eafy 
circumfl:ances I am perfuaded would, from his humanity, inclin~ 
t6 buy more Negroes to eafe the work of thofe he already had. 

Would a greater number of Negroes be requifite for extendin o­
the .cultivation of the Ifiand on account of the unwholefomenefs of 
clearing and opening new grounds? 

Without a doubt. 

Ca!1 you form any idea of the comparative 10fs in . clearing and 
workmg thefe new grounds, and old fettled plantations? 

I cannot; but I am perfuaded it would be great in propor­
tion. 

Is the fituation of field or domeftic Negroes generally efteemed 
the tnoil: defirable ? 

The 
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The field Negro, as I have already obferved, looks forward to 
fomething better, that is, to the cu ltivation of his own grol1nd~ 
and fiock, which not only produce the neceffaries of life and com­
forts to him , but wi th the overplus give him what he underfiands 
to be the lux uries of life; ye t it is my opinion, the lazy houfe 
Slave would not change fituations with him. 

Is the number of domefiics commonly k ept in the vVefi Indies 
greater than th.:t in families of perfons of equal rank in thi s 
country? 

The number may be triflin g at firfi; but as none of their pro­
geny are turned in to the field, they augment, greatly in a few years 
time. 

Have any Briti01 families in that country V/hite domefiics ? 
Many carry them over, but their mafiers are foon tired 0f them. 

and they of their mafiers. 

Do they commonly live to return to this country, or does the 
climate prove fatal to them? ' . . . 

More in proportion return to thi s country, than of thofe whofe 
, duty requires them to be expofed to the viciilitudes of the cli­
mate. 

Do the Spaniards ufe Negroes for the worl{ing of their mines? 
1 do not know. 

Do you apprehend that Englinl [eamen t aken on the coafi of 
Spani{h America, in the contraband trade, are ever condemned to 
that employ? 

I have heard it has happened, but I do not know it. 

Have you ever under flood that in the Spani{h Iilands any re­
gulations exifi, by which it is put into the power of the Slave to 
work out his own freedom? 

I do not know whether it exifis among the plantation Slaves, I 
ihould think not; but I have heard it does exifi as to the domefiic 
Slaves in the Havannah. 

Do you apprehend, or have you ever heard, that the planters in 
Jamaica are frequently induced, by the purchafe of new Negroes, 
'to an unprofitable extenfion of their cultivation? 

Yes, I have; but fiill that cultivation goes on to the benefit of 
• the 
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the next pur.clufe,r; many a man lofes by the extenfi.on. when his 
.[ucce{fur benefi,ts by it. 

And theH the Co.u·mfel and Witnefs were direB:ed to 
withdraw. 

Javis, 25° die Martii 1790~ 

COunfe1 ca1led in as before; and the C@uafe1 pmceeded further 
in their Examir:Jation, and called 

Sir RA L P H PAY N E, Knight of the Moft Honourable 
Order of the Bath. 

Have yan ever relided in the Weft Indies, in what Ifland or 
Iflands, for how long, and whether in any public capacity? 

In the very early part of my life I paid two vilits to the Weft 
Indies, but they were vifits of compliment to friends whom I had 
reliding there, and made with a view likewife of obtaining fame 
jdea of the property which I was afterwards to poilers; a few 
years afterwards, the latter end of 177 I, I returned to that part 
of the world in a public capacity, having the honour of the office 
of Governor General of the Leeward Iflands. I continued there 
.almoft four years, and during that period I occaGonally viiited all 
the,.principal Iflands in my government. 

When did you laft leave thofe Iflands ! 
In June 1775. 

What did you obferve of the behaviour and treatment of mafters 
towards their Negro Slaves in the Iflands under your government? 

I never obferved any circumftance in the general treatment of 
Slaves by . their mafters that deferved cenfure or impeachment; 
the <:economy and management of the Slaves appeared to me to be 
wife and humane. 

Did the Slaves in general appear to be properly fed, clothed, 
and lodged? 

Moft unqueftionably they did. 
S X Did 
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Did it appe'ar to you that more labour was required of the Ne­
groes than tbey could properly bear? 

By no means; I trufl: I do not hazard a contrarlitlion, when r 
aver that there is no Slave, at leaf!: none that I ever raw, the [eve­
rity of whofe labour is by any means comp;lrable to that of a day­
lahou rer in England; a circumfl:ance that may corroborate this af­
fertion is, that the Ieafon of the year when the labollr of the 
Slaves is the leverefl:, is in thofe months which are called crop 
months, and it is notorious that there is no feafon of the year or 
ki nr! of labour fo defired by the Slaves as this; they are likewi 'e 
infinitely healthier and better looking at that feafon than at any 
other. 

Do the Negroes appe:J.r to be in a <lefpondil)g fl:ate, or are they 
in general fatisfied with their condition? 

I neve r faw or 0bferved any circumftance in their general op­
'pearance which indicated de.fpondency; nothing is more common 
than 'to fee them perform their daily labour finging, and with an 
appearance of gaiety that by no means fuggefl:s an idea of defpon­
dency; ill regard to their general fatisfatlion with their condition, 
I do not belIeve th :lt they have any furthel' general difl:'ItisfaCtion 
with it, than the greatefl: part of mankind in their refpetlive fta~ 
lions; they have every appearance of comfort, their neceffities 
are fupplied, and their fituation is either more or leis comfortable 
jn proportion to their own indufl:ry: with indufiry a Slave may 
arrive at a fl:ate of comparative affluence; the example of the 
Ilumber of Negroes who purchafe their own freedom is fome 
te!l:imony of this; and, if not troublelome to the Committee, I 
will mention a very corroborating one of it.-Some time before I 
quitted the Wefl: Indi~s ~ Slave who was advanced in life den red 
of me his manumifiion, and I gave it him without hefitation, at 
the fame time I thought it neceffary to enquire of him what were 
his circumfl:ances, and what his ability to maintain himfelf after I 
left the Weft Indies, and when perhaps my future reprefentatives 
might no longer confider him an objetl of their care; he 
confidered for a {hort time, and then told me', that he believed that 
he was worth at leafl: between £'500 and £. 600; his fortune 
confified in fome Slaves which he had of his own, fome houfes 
that he had upon the Bay, and boats in which he occafionally 
Vlellt a fiibing himfdf. and let out to other people. 

Do you conceive that the plantations in the Weft Indies could 
be cultivated to advantage by the labol:Jr of Europeans! 

1 conceive the projeB: to be vifionary ana impracticable, fo ' in­
difputably 



[ 437 ] 

.difputably impracticable, that I do not conceive that two opini~>n s 
c an exiil: upon the fubject in minds at all acquainted with it. ' 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

I n what Wands in the Weft Indies have you (j;il:ates ? 
I have one eftate in Antigua. and another in St. Cfirifropher··s. 

By what name is your Aptigua efrate ufually called; and did 
t hat e1tate come to you as a family efrate, or otherwife r 

It has pa.lTed for a number of years, and frill palTes, by the name 
'Of Carline's; I inheTited it from my maternal grandfather, whofe 
'name was Carline. 

How ~any Slaves have you up'On that eftate? 
Having lately palfed two years and an half on the continent, 

'and under the confequent I:Ieceffity of refigning my Weft India 
correfpondence during my abfence to other perfons in England, I 
really at this moment cannot anfwe~ this queftion with accuracy ; 
Lut the lail: returns which I received before I went abroad amounted 
,to above 4]0, and I fhould guefs that my number of Slaves on 
t hat eftate at this moment cannot be very difrant from 500. 

Are thofe Slaves all Creoles, or is there amongfr them any Ne­
groes born in Africa r 

There are none on the eftate who who were born in Africa ; 
they are all, without exception, Creoles. 

~ow many Slaves, as near as you can frate, have you upon your 
St. Ch riftopher eftate.? 

I cannot anfwer this queftion with precifion, for the fame rea­
fon that I this moment ftated with refpect to my Antigua eftate ; 
but 1 {bould guefs that there may be 140 or 150. 

Are the Slaves upon that eftate all Cr~oles, or is there am6ngft 
them any Negroes born in Africa? -

They are mifcellaneous, partly one and partly the other. 

In what year did you_ fucceed to the inheritance of that eft ate ? 
In 1771. 

Since its belonging to you have you purchafed any new Negroes, 
:and placed them thereon? 

When 
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When I fucceedcd to it, to the befl: of my recollection, I found 
upon it abou t 170 Negroes, .or thereabouts., which number was 
looked apon ta be not only competent for the cultivation of tbe 
efl:ate, but enabled my predeceffor occalionally to perform what is 
called talk-work, the efl:ate W:lS .thaught to b~ very liberally 
handed; but wi{hing that they might (if I may he allowed the 
expreffion ) play with their work, and that I might have the fatis­
faction of refleCting that I had the fame affiuence of hands .on my 
St. Chrifl:opher's efl:ate as I had on my Antigua one, I purchafed 
betweeJ1 twen;), and .thirty more, and completed the number to 
that of 2.00. 

Since-your accellion ·to your Antigua dbte, have yo n ever added 
to the gang of Negroes which you found thereon, by parchafe or 
otherways of other Slaves? 

Never one; it never was ,neceffary, f or I have many more than 
ar.e ne.ceffary for the cultivation of :the ell:ate. 

'Have you .kept up .the ·0r.iginalnornher found tbereon by yon, 
or added thereto by birth ~ ? 

The num.ber 11as not .only been fup-por.ted 'but very confiderably 
increafed. 

Did yeu attend minutely to tlle management of your eftates 
during your relidonce abroad, or did you confide to the manage­
ment and direction of them by other perfons ? 

A very {hort experience after my ar.rivai in my government con­
vinced me of the impollibility of paying ·due attention to the ma­
nagement of my efl:ates, confifl:entlywith that which lowed to 
-my govef'nment; and I found that wjth a.dividedattention, though 
I might pollibly in my publ·ic adminifhation have had the good 
fortUlle to efcape cenfure, I could not execute it to my own fatif­
faction, .and I therefore prevailed.on the gentlemen who had had 
the kindnefs to cOf.lduB: my private affairs in my abfence. and who 
deferved my unlimited confidence, to remain in their trufl: in the 
fame manner as if I had beeI1abfent. I relided en neither of my 
eftates, I gave no .orders in their management, though I might 
pollibly at timet> fuggeft my ideas to my attornies; nor did I py 
any further attention to the interior <:economy of my plantations 
tban occafionally riding over them when I had time and opportu­
tunity, and infpeaing the accounts, which were periodically 
laid before me in the fame manner as if I was refident in Eng­
land. 

Was 
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Was there1 to your knowledge or belief, Ids care and attention 
paid by your attornies and managers at St: Chriil:opher'sto the 
Slaves on your eil:ate in that Hland than there was towards thofe 
upon your eil:ate at Antigua, or did you give any directions con­
cerning their treatment? 

I think that I can confidently take upon me to fay, that equal 
care was taken of my Slaves at St, Chriil:opher's as of thofe at An­
tigua. My attornies at St, Chriil:opher's were men of knowledge 
and indifputable humanity. I faid juil: now that I occaGonally 
fuggefied ideas to my attornies., although I never aifumed the pro~ 
vince of direCting them; and obferving the fuccefs of my Antigua 
efiate with refpeCt ,to its increafe of Slaves, I fuggefted to my at­
·tornies at St, Chrifio.pher's .every idea that I thought would contri ... 
. bute to ailimilate their managemeat.- I remember particularly 
·that part of the food, when I arrived in my government, of tbe Ne- '" 
~ groes upon the St. Chriil:opher's efl:ate, was rice, and I recollect 
having defired that corn might be fubil:ituted, not that I knew tha.t 
,it was eifentiaqy more nutritious or better for them; but becaufe it 
was part of the food of IT'J Negroes at Antigua; and in feveral 

·.other particulars I endeavoured to affimilate the cuil:oms and mode 
.of management on one efiate -to what I found fucceeded fo well on 
~he other,. 

Have you rearon to think that the ideas you thus occafionally 
·Juggeil:ed ·to your attornies were duly followed -or negleaed on 
:your St. Chrifiopher's eil:ate? 

1 think I can. as confidently a1Jert that they we're, as I can fpeak 
to any other circumil:ances or event to which I am not ab.folutely 
an eye- witnefs. I have not the leafi dou bt of it. 

How "then do you account for the flouriiliiJ.lg conditio.n and 
n'atural increafe .of the Slaves upon your Antigua dbte, and the 
great decreafe of thofe upon your St. Chrifio,pher's efiate, ll'ot­
withfianding the numbers purchafed and added by you thereto 
fince it came into your polfeffion ? . 

I really find it difficult to an(wer this qucfiion with that fati£. 
-faCtion to the Committee that I could wifh. It really appears to 
.mc unaccountable; for, from the fituation and circllmftances at 
my St. Chrifiopher's plantation, there is every reafon to fuppore 
that the i.ncreaie of the Slaves there would be at Jeafi ~ual to 
that on my Antigua plantation. The JltlJation of my Antigua 
efiate is not an unhealthy one, but by no means comparable to that 
of the other. The Negroes on my et1:ate at St. Chrifiopher's, 
though not a third of the number, have infinitely more land for 

5 y the~ 
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thelr own u[c. T hey always ufed to have a more liberal 
~ll owance of food and cloathing from my prcdeceiTors thall 
,tho[e on the Antigua efbte. W hen I came to the poffeffion 
of my AI1tigua efiate, though it has been in my family above 
fo urfcore years, an d the Negroes always continued to increafe, 
I found they had lit tle or no provifi ons al lowed them by my 
'predeceiTors: they have fin ce been put on the fame efta­
'bli fh ment with all other efl ates. W ith re[peCl: to cloath­
iilg, although when they we re at work in the field they 
-were all as well c1 a therl :!s field Negroes generally are, they 
-had never, duri ng my pofieflion of it, a yard of clothing 
allowed them according to the cu!l:om of all other etl:ates; not 
that I delli ed it to them, bu t i t never had been the cu!l:om, and 
'I fcarcely knew that they had it not. A few years ago, they 
deii red theymigbt have the fa me proportion of clothing that 
'all other eftates had ; and though the experience of a great 
many yea rs had fh ewn that it was not abfolutely neceiTary. 
I inftan tly gave orders that their reque!l: fhould be granted. All 
that I can fay with regard to the popu lation and depopulation of 
the refpective eftates, is, that the one which 1 have at St. Chri[­
topher 's has fuftained the ['(me misfortune as almoft all other 
eftates in the Sugar Colonies, and that I am afraid is infeparable 
from them : with regard to the Antigua eCl:ate, the only reafon 
,that I ever heard affi gned for the uncommon 'increafe of the 
,Slaves on it is., that my grandfather, who could difpenfe with 
the immediate labour of male Slaves., and was attentive to the 
advantage of his pofl:eTity, whenever he had occaiion t~ purchafe 
Slaves for his plantation always pnrchafed women. fo that the 
eftate for many years was a nurfery for young Slaves. I remember 
likewife to have heard Mr. Blizzard, one of my attornies, who 
was chief juftice of the Wand of Antigua, a man whofe memory 
will long be revered in that part of the world, affign another 
reafon for the continuation of that increafe; the Slaves on my 
Antigua e!l:ate, it is notorious to thofe who have been ,in Antigua 
and are acquainted with that lIland, from the circumftance of 

-their being all natives on the eftate. and indeed moil: of them the 
' offspring of natives, look upon themfelves in a fuperiorrank to 
all other Slaves in the Inand. I frequently heard Mr . .Blizzard 
fay, that, though bis plantation is contiguous .to mine, he never 
could get any .of the breed of my Negroes on his eftate; none 
of the men would marry in his eft ate" they married among them~ 
felves, though poffibly the women may have their gallants from 
other eftates. 

From your own experience, and information from others, do 
you 



[ 441 ] 

you think that it is generally fuppoCed by the planters ' in -the 
Leeward 11lands, to be more fer their intereil: to attend te> the. 
increaCe of their gangs of Slaves by births, than by purchaCesof 
new Slaves flom ·the Coall: of Africa? . 

I believe certainly; I never had a doubt of it. 

What is your own opinion on that fubjett-? 
1\1y own opinion is, that it is infinitely more to the advantage 

of the planter to rear Negroes on his plantation. than to pur­
chafe them. 

:In your feveral ·vifits to the different ,Hland-s which were under 
your -government, did any >inll:ance of cruelty, or any other enor­
mity of behaviouTfrom mafters to their Slaves, come to your 

.knewledge or information'! 
I do not recollect ever to have heard of any; the interell: of the 

mafter certainly is. and is generally thought in the Well: Indies to 
Ibe a fecurity for the .good 'reatm~nt of .the Slave. -' 

From your knowledge of thofe who prefided in the conr,ts of 
juftice, and other officers of magill:raey in the different Itlands 
'under your .government, do you ·thinkthata Slave would have an 
~qual adminill:ration of juftice in his favour for any outrage or 
cruelty committed on his perf on ? 

From my knowledge of thofe whoprefided in the courts of juf­
-tice, and other officers of magill:racy. 1 am confident that a Sla·ve 
would have had an equal adminill:rati<m of jull:icein his favourl I 
am afraid that this point is much more doubted in England than in 
tHe Colonies themfelves • 

. Did you ever un'derftand it to be a generany prevailmg notion 
·of law in the Leeward Hlands, that a Slave was without red ref'S , 
even againft his mail:er, in ·the cafe of murder, by feverity of Pl1-
nilhment? 

So far from underfianding that this was a generally pre'Cailing 
notion of ,law in the Leeward I1lands, I have never entertained a 
·doubt myfelf, nor have I ever heard a doubt expre/fed by any 4<:n­
fible reafonable man, but that the mafier of a Slave is equalIy lia­
ble to be tried for his life for the murder of his Slavt", as for the 
'1llurder of any White perfon. 

How many pal'ilhes are there in the mand of St. Chr-ifiopher ? 
·T.,p tbebeft of my remembrance ·there ate nine. 

Is 



'Inhere a minifl:er to each pariih, or are they, or how many 
of them, held in plurality? 

The d.iffi cul ty of procuring proper and refpectable minifl:ers 
' for all the pariilies, has long made it cufl:omary to give two livings 
to one clergyman; this cufl:om.prevails in all the Leeward IIlands. 
At St. Chrifl:opher's I think five clergymen hold the nine livings. 
fo ur of them have two livings each, and the fifth holds one. 

What is the ftipend allowed by the law of the Leeward 1l1ands 
(exclufiveof furplice and other fees which are taken by clergy­
men ) to the m inifter of each pari ih ? 

The ftipend fettled on every minifter in the Leeward Wands, 
by a general act of the Leeward Hlands~ befides the furplice and 
other fees, is 16,000 pounds weight ot fugar, which they may 

. either, at their option, receive in fugar, or commute it for money. 
at the current value of the fugar. 

Is there not befides this a .parfonage-houfe and glebe ailigned 
l.to each pariih ? 

',There is. 

What, in your judgment, may be the average annual value to 
.the minifter of two country parifhes in any of the Wands, under 
~all the above circumftances and allowances? 

I cannot pretend to be very accurate, but I believe that I am 
~not very inaccurate, and that I do not over-rate the value of two 
"country livings, at between 5 and [. 600 fl:erling. 

When you {tate the JabolH of ·the Negro as being (0 eafy, do 
:you mean to refer to it in, as well as out of, crop time "? 

When r fpeak of the eafe of laboLlr, I fpeak of it comparatively 
'with that of a day labourer of England; and I meant principally 
out of crop; in crop time the labour .is certainly feverer, but I 
did not conceive that fcafon to be (0 ·.very opprefiive as to be a 
fubject of commiferation, when it wa" that moft defired by the 
:Slaves themfelves, and at which they unqueftionably enjoy the 
·beft health and appearance; by appearance I mean that they 
,looked fatter, and appeared in better ipirits. 

Are the occupations of the field chiefly fuch as are not fuperior 
,to the ftrength of women? 

I fl:ated in my anfwer to a preeeding quefl:ion the reafon why I 
wiihed to be very .cautious in delivering 'lny opinion upon matters 

.of interiorman~gement and reconomy .of an eftate; but I think 
Jean 
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I can anfwer this queiHon without he.(itation from Cil[yal ob(elva­
tions, that I do think that they are not. 

From what you have obferved, do you conceive the Negroes are 
a race of.men as capable of labour in. the climate of the Weft In­
dies as the inhabitants of other countries in climates congenial to 
their conftitutions ? 

I am convinced that they are; and that they are the only race 
of men competent -to the cultivation of lands in that part of the 
world. 

Was the Slav\. of whom you have lpoken as having been wortlt 
500 or [,.600, a 'held or a domeftic Slave, or a tradefman ? _ 

Of his condition in the early part of his life I am unable to 
fpeak; I know that he was not a native of ~he Weft Indies, and 
I mentioned him as a proof to ' what degree of comfort a foreign 
Negro might attain without any family or other advantages that 
might naturally be fuppofed to attend a native. When I manu­
mitted him, and I believe for feveral y,ears a,nteceding, he was a 
diftiller, and I fuppofe promoted to that fituation from ' his 
merit and good behaviour. 

What was his age at the time of his manumiffion ? 
I hardly know how to anfwer that queftion with any degree 

of accuracy; but, if I fhould guefs from his appearance, he was, 
at the time of his manumiffion, from fixty to fixty-three years of 
age. 

Do you conceive his whole fortune was of his own acquiring? 
I am as fure of it as I can be ot a thing of that nature. 

Was the circumftance of his having Slaves of his own known to 
your manager? 

Certainly. 

Was this on St. Chriftopher's or Antigua eftate? 
On St. Chrifiopher's. ' 

What was the quantity of land on your two eftates refpectively? 
I cannot anfwer that quefiion with any accuracy; but I iliould 

imagine at St. Chriftopher's there may be from ISO to 170 acres; 
fince I left the Weft Indies I know that fome of the cane land ha~ 
been thrown out in confequence of the diminution of the Negroes. 

5 Z Call 
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, Can you fiate the ordinary quantity of produce on each efiate 
refpeCtively? 

And the quefiion being objected to; 

The Counfe! and Wi'tnefs were direCl:ed to with­
draw. 

And being again called in; , 

The Witne[s was aiked, 

Do you recollect whether the provifion ground ef the two. efi~tes 
in St. Chritlepher's and Antigua was nearly fimilar in fituatien, 
and whether in both it was fubdiv,ided amongfl " the Negroes, or 
the whole or any par t of it. worked by the whole gang? 

J n all thefe plan tatien matters , as 1 have before iuggefied, I fpeak 
with great diffidence. To anfwer the queflion to the befi ef my 
abiliti es, the fitu ation ef the Negro. pre9ifio.n land in rue two 
dbtes is very different, as the fitu arien ef the refpeCl:ive efiates are 
likewife fo; the fituatioll of my Antigua efiate, and confequently 
ef the provifion land, is almefi a perfect fiat, and the quantity ef 
previfiQn ground but very fmall. My St. Chrifiepher's efiate is a 
,tract of land riling gently from the fea to a mountain, and the pro­
vifion ground partakes of the nature ef the fituation ef the whole 
efl:atcs; but the quantity of provilion ground is very confiderable'. 
In ' the upper part of the efl:ate, which is not culti vated as cane land, 
there is [0 much greund to. fpare, that the Negroes have always had 
as much as they chefe to a!k; , befides this, my efl:ate is bounded 
to the eafl: and weft by guts, ,the part of which guts belonging to 
me has always been given to the Negroes. With regard to. the 
fubdivifion of the provilion land, the Negroes have their ewn fe­
parate, refpeCtive, indep.endent property in it: for the general 
railing of provilions for the Negroes there are ether parts of the 
efl:ate (I mean of the cant" land) which are generally 'appropriated 
for this purpofe, land that at ene time ef the year is planted with 
canes, at ethers is planted with yams, petatoes, and eddoes for the 
Negroes. 

What was thefituation ef the Negro. huts? 
I lheuld imagine rather nearer to the fea than the meuntain, in a 

fituatien that 1 believe. witheut eXl:eptien, is ene ef the moft 
healthy {pets in the I nand, as is the whole ef the eftate. 

What 
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What is the diftance from the fea to the ~xtremityof the moun­
tain proviaon land? . 

I lhould think not much above a mile. 

Do you recollect the quantities of rice and corn. allowed to th~ 
Negroes per head on your two eftates refpectively ? 

J do not recollect, but the quantity of corn allowed at Saint 
Chriftopher's was certainly equal to that at Antigua. 

Do you recolleCt the number of males and females on the two 
ellates refpeCtively? 

I really cannot fay. 

Do you recollect whether the Slaves who died on the Saint 
Chrillopher's ellate were' chiefly infants, or grown Slaves? 

While I was refident in the Leeward Wands, I oecafionally re­
paired the loffes the efiate fullained in its number of Slaves by 

"purehafe; and I left it with the number, or nearly the number 
I before fiated: whether the diminution fince my return to Eng­
land has happened amongft the grown Slaves or infants, I realfy 
cannot take upon me to fay. . 

Can you inform the Committee whether the 10fs has been gra­
dual ever tince the completing of the number, or whether a larger 
proportion has been loft at any particular time? 

To the beft of my reeolleCl:ion and belief, the decreafe has been 
,gradual; I remember no year in which I had reafon to think myfel( 
more unfortunate in this tefpeCt than in any other year .. 

Was the tetanus fatal to many of the infants of your gang? 
Upon my word I have not the leafi knowledge of it. 

Has the Saint Chriftopher's eftate been under the fame manager 
ever finee the year 1771 ? ' 

No, it has not, the manager whom I left there, a few years 
after my return to England returned alfo him (elf, and fettl ed with 
his family, the fubfequent' manager died on the efiatt, and there is 
now a third. 

Do you recolleCt how long, previous to the year 177 I, the ma­
nager whom you left on the eftate had been in that fituation ? 

That manager was put on the eltate during the time I was 
abroad. 



Do you rccdllefr'Whether in both, or either of your two efbtes, 
there were room s appropriated for the lying.in ,women, or ,were 
they deli vered in their own habitation s· ?- ' 

I really am not planter enough to aniiver that queftion; r know 
there are"hofpitals or places for the lick' on both my eftates, as 
well as, I believe, on every other in the Sugar Colonies, which-r 
believe are attende.d with every pollible care; .on each, of my 
eftates, and r believe on all other eftates, a phyfician is . hired by 
the year, and attends conftantly twice or thrice a week to the in­
fpeCtion bf the fick; befides their annual i1ipend, I believe they 
are paid extraordinary for lying-in women, for inoculations, ope­
ration s, and all extraordinary occalions. 

Have the field Negroes in general property of their own? 
Certainly they have, more or lefs. 

May they in general be deemed an induftrious fet of -people? 
This is matter of opinion; but thofe that are induftrious are 

fure of being comfortable. , 

Has the .expence of the maintenance of Negroes encreafed con­
fiderably fince the {hutting up the American ports from the co­
lorues-? 

I apprehend it has. ' 

On the whole do you believe the treatment of Slaves better or 
worfe than it was twenty years ago? 

1 can fpeak only to my obfervation of their treatment while 1 
fefided il'l command at the Leeward Il1ands, at which time I be­
lieve I have already delivered my opinion. of .their fituation .and 
treatment; what fubfequent changes or alterations may have been 
made in their treatment fince I left the Weft Indies, I aItl really 

, unable to fpeak to. 

And then the Counfel and Witnefs Wefe direC1;ed to with­
draw. 

Yetteri!, 
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J7eneris, 26° die IVlartii 1790. 

COunCel and WitneCs called in as before; and the Witnefs was 
further examined by the Members of the Committee. 

By whom is crimin~l jull:ice adminifl:ered in the Well: India Sir RALPH PAYNE. 

Wands? 
There is in each I!land a chief jull:ice, and, to the bell: of my 

recollection, three, if not four, puifne judges; there are likewife, 
nominated by the captain general or commander in chief for the 
time being of the Leeward 1l1ands, ordinary magill:rates for the 
prefervation of the peace, and vell:ed with the [arne power as juf­
tices of the peace are in England. , 

Are the judges commonly profeffional perfons, who go out fpom 
this country, or are they natives or proprietors of ell:ates in the 
Weft Indies? 

It has fometimes happened that an Ifland has been fortunate 
enough to have a profeffional perfon at the h~d of its law; but in 
general the emoluments .of the office are fo very inconfiderable 
that no man who can obtain a competent livelihood at the bar will 
accept of the honour of the bench; and it is very much to be 
lamented that government has never taken this fubject into conl!­
deration, and allowed fuch a falary for this purpofe as may en­
courage competent people to accept the office; however, when 
no perfon regularly bred to the law, with a proper character, can 
be ¥>un~ for. the em plo~men t, the moll: fcr~ pulous care is ~l wa ys 
taken either 1U the appolfitment abroad, or III recommendmg for 
the appointment at home, perfons from among the planters of 
the fairell: and moll: unblemiUled character. 

Can you inform the Committee from what fund the judges 
are paid? 

During my adminill:ration the judges received no falary from 
any fund whatever, and their little emoluments proceeded from 
certain fees of office eftablilhed bv the law of the II13nd. I 
have heard, that lince I quitted the' government of the Leeward 
Wands, Mr. Robinfon was appointed chief jull:ice of the VirO"in 
l1lands (which form a part of the government of the Leew~rd 
l1lands) with a falary of C. 200 fterhng a year. 

6 A Does 
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Does h is jurifdiCtion extend no further than to the Virgin 
lihnds? 

It is confine d entirely to the Virgin Illands. 

Of what defcription of perfons do tbe juftices of the peace in 
the Leeward Wands commonly confift, and by whom are they 
'lppointed ? 

\lV hi le I bad the h onour of the command in that government, 
I always appointed them out of the moft refpeCtable planters 
and merchan ts. 

Do you recoll eCt any inftances, during your refidence in the 
\Veft Ind ies, of W hite perfons having been brought to legal pu­
nifhment for ill treatment of thei r own Slaves, or of any other 
Slaves, or of free N egroes ? 

At t he diftance of fifteen years, fome allowance muft be made 
fo r the wan t of an accurate memory of many circumftances; 
but I do not recollect any occurrence of the nature, nor did I 
ever, to the beft of my remem brance, hear of any enormity 
co mmitted by a W hite man on the perfon of a Negro, that de­
fe rved puniiliment. 

Can you recolleCt whether, in your gang in Antigua, the Slaves 
'were many of them intermarried one amongft the other? 

I cannot fpeak to this point from my own knowledge; but I 
have always underftood, from thofe who managed and fuperintended 
the eftate, that their marriages were principally with one an­
other. 

Do you recolleCt whether the number of Slaves on your eftate 
at Antigua was greater, in proportion to the quantity of cane 
land .or of produce, than it was in St. Chrifiopher's, either be­
fore or after you had increafed the number to 200 in the latter 
I il and ? 

Even then the , proportion was infinitely greater at Antigua 
than at St. Cbriftopher's; for in the purchafes that I made at 
St. Chrifiopher's I never meant to eftablifh what is called a T2il, 
G ang; but only to have fuch an abundance'as might make the ge­
nerallabour of the efiate very eary. Whereas, after allowing a fuffi­
cient number for the fame purpofe to the Antigua eftate, I had 
a great many fupernumerary ones, which I could very well {pare, 
and with which I certainly fhould have {upplied my St. Chrif­
lopher's eftate, if I had not been unwilling to feparate families 
and fri ends. 

Was 
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Was the gang then at St. Chriftopher's no fmaller, in propor­
tion to the quantity of land or produce, than the gang in Antigua, 
exclufive of thofe of the latter who we re employed in tafk­
work? 

I really cannot anCwer what proportion of the Antigua Negroes 
were annually employed in taik.- work; and for reaCons which I 
ftated yefterday, I anfwer all queftions relative to the interior 
U!conomy and management of my plantations with great dif­
fidence. 

M uft, however, part of the Antigua gang be confidered as 
unneceffary for the cultivation of your own eftate, and as kept 
for the purpoft: of taik.-work ? 

There is no particular part of the Antigua gang appropriated 
to the purpofe of taik.-work, but they are all, and by turn s, em­
ployed on taik.-work as occaGon offers. - Sometimes I know, 
upon certain exigencies, the whole gang is employed upon the 
eftate, though certainly a much inferior number would be equal 
to the general cultivation of it . 

• 
Have you ever been in any of the French Weft India If1and s ? 
I was, many years ago, when I was little more than a boy, cer­

tainly not a man, at the Ifland of Guadaloupe ? 

Do you know who is at preCent the ch ief juftice of the ifland 
of Antigua? 

I do perfectly. 

Do you know whether that gentleman was called to the bar as 
cclunfel at law ? 

I know that he was, and practifed feveral years in Antigua with 
great reputation. • . 

Was not a Doctor Thomas your acting attorney at St. Cnrifto­
pher's, after your return to England, and alfo one of your at tor­
nies whilft you relided in the Weft Indies? 

He was my acting attorney during my reGdence in the \ IV eft 
Indies, and continued in that truft to the day of his death, which 
happened, as well as I can charge my memory, about four or five 
years ago. 

Had he not been regularly bf/~d to the profeilion of furgery 
under Mr. Warner in London ; and was he no t alfo a man of ac­
knowledged ability and humanity? 
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His abilities and humanity were unqudlionable; and I have 
heard Mr. 'Warner, with whom he lived, exprefs the g reateft re­
fpect for his perfonal merit, and knowledge and ikill in his pro­
fdEon . 

Had he not the medical care of your Slaves at St. Chrifi:opher's, 
an d was he not all0 employed in that capacity by your uncle and 
predecci10r ? 

He was employed in thqt capacity by my uncle, and continued 
by me in it as long as he lived, 

Are you not fatisfied that the mortal ity amongfi: your Slaves at 
St. Chriftopher's was not occaGoned either by the wan t of ileil! or 
attention on his part in their recovery? 

1 am latisGed that the mortality amongfi: my Sbves was not oc­
calioned either by the want of fleill or atten tion on his part in their 
n:C'overy.-I never kncw a man poi1dTed of more humani ty, be-
11(~volence, and philanthropy than Dr. Thomas; and I am con­
fident that hi s own feelings operated as powerfully with him as 
tbe conGderation of his duty. 

You have faid, that"in confeq uence of the decreafe of your 
Slaves at 8t. Chriftopher's, yo u h ave thrown out of cultivation a 
part of your cane land o n thc efi:ate; if that decreafc {hould con­
tinue, and you be deprived of the means of [upplying the lo[s of 
Slaves by the purchaie of others, {hall you be obliged to throw 
Ollt of cultivation an additional quantity of your cane land, and 
perh aps eventually the whole of it? 

It is the natural and ine\'itable confequence. 

And then the Witnefs was direCted to withdraw . 
• 

And the Counfe! having propofed to examine 

Sir ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, Knight of the Moft Ho­
nourable Order of the Bath, a Member preient; 

A nd the faid Member having confented thereto; 

He was aiked, 

Did you ever refide in the Wefi: Indies; il what Wand, and m 
what ftation ? 

I relided for three years, in th e war before lafi:, in the French 
Wands of Martillique, Guadaloupe, and Dominique, after the 
conquefi: of thefe Wands, in a military ca!)acity-I alfo refi~ed 

nve 



[ 45 I ] 

five years at Jamaica during the 1aft war, two years of which 
time I was governor of the Ifland. 

What have you obfe~ved with refpeCl to the conduCl of mafters 
towards their Negroes in Jamaica? . 

It appeared that the conduCl of mafrers towards the Negro 
Slaves in Jamaica was marked with great kindnefs and hu­
manity. 

Did it appear to you that their treatment was mild and hu­
mane? 

It did. 

Did they appear to be properly fed, clothed, and iodged ? 
They did. 

Did it appear to you that more labour was required of them 
than they could properly bear? 

I had not an opportunity of afcertainiog that faCl- I underfrood 
that it was the interefi of their mafier not to give them more I-a 
bour than they could bear. . 

Did the Negroes appear comfortable and fatisfied with their 
condition? . 

They did-l heard of no complaints to the contrary. 

On a comparifon of their condition with that of the peafantry 
or labouring poor in Europe, what is your opinion, are they more 
or Iefs comfortable than the latter? 

I cannot anfwer that queftion, I anl not a judge of the labour 
of the poor of this country? 

Is it your opinion that the plantations in the Weft Indies could 
be cultivated to advantage by Europeans? 

I do not conceive it pollible. 

If the fupply of African Negroes iliould be Ropt, what, in 
your opinion, would be the effeCl of fuch a meafure to the Britiili 
Sugar Plantations in the Weft Indies? 

I lhouJd imagine its immediate effeCl would be a ftop to all im­
provement-and that the confequence would be ultimately a ge­
neral decreafe in all the Sugar Plantations. 

6 B Examined 
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'Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

What is your opinion refpecting the treatment of Slaves in the 
'French Wefr India Iflands, compared with what it is in our 
own? 

As far as I had an opportunity of knowing, I think the treat­
ment was fimilar-the French treat their Slaves with grea t hu­
manity alfo. 

During your relidence in Jamaica do yo u rpcoIleB: any infrances 
of a White man being brought to legal puniillment for ill ufage of 
his own Slaves, or of any other Slaves, or of free Negroes? 

It migh t have been fo, but it does not occur to my memory at 
pre[ent; my time was taken up in the general defence of the 
IIland. 

Do you recollect any in fiances of the fort in the French Iflands ? 
I do not; I was no t in the way of knowing it, being generally 

'{hut up in the garrifon. 

Do you know many infrances of Slaves running away during 
your refidence in J amaica? 

I remember feveral having been brought in by the Maroon Ne­
groes, agreeably to the treaty fettled with them by Governor 
Trelawney. 

Do you recollect to what this running away was attributed? 
I underfiood it was often occafioned by fiaying too long in the 

neighbouring plantations with the women they were attached to, 
and afraid to return home afterwards; and at other times from their 
general difpofition to idlene[s, and from an idea that they could 
live with the Maroon Negroes without being di[covered by their 
mafiers, There might have been other caufes, but thefe arc in­
fiances I have often met with. 

VlThen brought in by the Maroon Negroes were they returned 
'to their proper mafiers, and how was it known to whom they did 
belong? 

They were always returned to their mafiers; when the Maroon 
'Negroes knew they belonged to a plantation, they generally carried 
them there, when they did not, they were 0ften carried to head 
'quarters until ,their mailers were known. 

How 
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How was it known to whom they belonged, either by tlle Ma­

'roan Negroes in the firft infl:ance, or, when they came to head 
'q uarters, by the officers there.? 

At all the towns where there there are Maroon Negroes, there 
is a White [u perintendant, who generally .diret'1:s them w.here to 
carry the Slaves after they are taken; if he cannot difcover the 
plantation to which they belong, they were either fent to head 
quarters or to a public gaol, and advertifed. 

Do you recollea the particu.lars of thefe advertifements fo dif­
tinaly as to fay whether brands are not often mentioned as difcri­
minating marks of thefe Negroes? 

I do, and it is very often the cafe; but I underftood thofe marks 
to be marks of their own country.' , 

From whom did you underftand this 1 
My reafon for thinking [0 was, that almoft al1 the new Negroes 

that came to the Wand while I was there h.ad their particular coun­
try marks. 

In faying that thefe were parti{:u1ar country marks, did you 
mean that they were made in the interior country of Africa, from 
which they originally came; or only that they were made in 
Africa, previous to their exportation from thence. 

I underftood they were made in Africa, previolls to their exporta­
tion from thence. 

Did any of thofemarks appear to be quite fread 
No, I never faw them frelli ? 

By thofe marks mentioned in your laft anfwer, which you 1lever 
-raw frelli~ did you mean to refer to the marks on the Negroes OIl 

their importation, or au thofe Slaves who had been brought in by 
the Maroon Negroes '? 

All marks of that kind I underftood to be marks acquired in 
Africa. 

'Do you mean tnat thefe marks were made on the fea coaft. or ill 
cthe interior country from whence they came? 

I underftood they were marks acquired before they came to the 
mand, but where I ncyer heard. 

Do you under11:and that the various tribes of Negroes in Africa 
are diftiJ;lguifued by tattooing or marks impretred on their faces and 

Qther 
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other par ts of their bodies hy the natives themfelves, and not by 
Europeans. 

r underfrood the tribes were fo difringui fhed. 

Do yo u know the numbers of the Maroon Negroes when a 
treaty was made with them by Gove rnor T relawney, in I 739 . 

I have heard that they amounted to about 3 ,000 men fit to 
carry arms. 

\Vhat was their numbers during the time of your government ? 
I made every polli ble exe rtion t o ge t all the fig hting men to turn 

out " .. hen the F rench and Spaniards med itated an attack on the 
Wand of Jamaica, and to my great aflon ifhment found that the 
figh ting men in all the Maroon towns did not amou nt to 300. 

Did you ever know of any Maroon Negroes h iring themfelves 
to field labour? 

I never did. 

Do yo u know whether there are great numbers of free Negroes 
in the to wns and dirreren t pari{hes of that Ifland ? 

I do. 

Are they a diffolute and idle, or a laborious and indufrrious, de­
fc ription of men ? 

In general they are idle and dillipated. 

H ave they generally matrimonial connections w~th Negro wo­
men on plantation s ? 

I was not in that [ecret, but I rather think they had. 

Do you imagine that that connection was formed for the pur­
pore of deri ving from their wives a fubfifl:ence; in order that they 
might ·themfelves live in idlenefs? 

I think it very probable. 

To what do you impute the decre~fe of the Maroon Negroes 
from:; ,coo to 300 ? 

To many caufes; but chiefly to a free accefs to fpirits, of which 
they are remarkajJly fond. 

Have they not women among them? 
Yes. 

Have 



Have they not wives? 
Yes. 
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Do YOR know any other caufes why the Maroon Negroes are 
diminilhed in their number? 

I have heard that they very often cohabit with the womell of the 
neighbouring plantations. 

Can Y011 inform the Committee whether the grofs number of 
Maroon Negroes in Jamaica are fuppofed to be increafed or de­
ereaCed? 

I underfl:and decreaung daily. 

Does your information or recollection enable you to fay in what 
proportion that decreafe is to their original number? ' 

It d~s not; but (if the fact is eftablilhed that there were 3,000 

fighting Negroes when the treaty was fettled with the Maroons) 
I am very certain, from the returns !pade to me when in Jamaica, 
there was not, in the year 1782, above one-tenth of the number of 
fighting men exifting; my information only extends to the propor­
tion of fighting men. 

J 0 H NOR 0 E, ECquire, called in, and examined. 

Did you ever reude in the Weft Indies; in what mand. and 
whether in any public capacity? 

\ 

I have been almoft ten years in the Weft Indies; three. of them 
at Jamaica, as midlhipman and lieutenant of the navy; a .few 
mc5nths at the Le~ward Wands as lieutenant of the Navy; and near 
fix years as governor of Dominique. .'~ 

How long is it finee your return from your government? 
About feven n;lontJil:;. 

What have you obferved of the hehaviour and treatment of ma[­
ters towards their Negro Slaves in the feveral Iflands where you 
have been? . 

That it in general has been humane and g~od; inftances have 
occurred of fevere mafters in the Weft Indies. as in all parts of 
t,he world, one or two I have known at Dominique; when it wa$ 
known to the legiflature. a bill was foon brought into the hauCe 
of a1embly, which paffed into a Jaw, calcuJate,d. to give furt~er 

rOl;Cdion to the N~roes. and to promote rehglon and morahty 
6 C amongft 



llmongft them -: mafters are now obliged by that law, under heavy 
penalties, to give their Negroes a certain quantity of food, cloth­
ing, and medical aid -; mall:ers and overfecrs are limited in their 
,powers of puniiliing -them,; a tria'l by jury is fecwred to the 
N egroes in a ll capital cafes, and it is made felony in a White 
perfon to kill a Negro; ma!.l:ers are a]fo enjoined to have their 
Negro children -chriftened within a certain time, and to have 
divine fervice perform.ed by fome W hite p erKln on the eftate once 
.a week. 

I s that law [0 obferved that the Slaves in ger~eral appear to be 
properly fed, clothed, and lodged? 

It has but lately paffed, but I believe that it is attended to, 
and the Negroes are very well taken care of, a~d 1 believe they 
were well taken care of before th e law pa{fed, in general. I 
w ould wiih that my anfwers ihould be generally underfiood as 
applying to Dominique particularly; for though 1 was at Jamaica 
about three years, yet as I was ferving in the navy 1 had but 
little opportun~ty to remark fa particularly the treatment of 
m alters towards thei.r Slaves. 

Did it appear to you that more labour was required of the 
Negroes than they could proper! y bear? 

No, it did nDt; the Negro was feldom required to be in the 
field and at work above ten hours in the twenty-'four; the cu(lom 
of Domin,ique generally is not to turn the Negroes into the 
field until after fun-rife; they have about half an hour to their 
break fall:, which they eat in the field, and they have from twelve 
o'clock to two to their dinner; they ceafe labour at [un-fet, 
except bringing home a bundle of grafs: the Negroes are 
generally ohforved to be moft healthy at crop time, both at 
making fugar and coffee, to the beft of my belief. 

Do you think, comparatively fpeaking, that the labour of the 
Negro is greater in the Well: Indies, or fa great, as that of the 
common labourer in England? 

I really do not think it greater; the lab0ur of the hedger and 
ditcher I think is full as great. 

How are the Negroes treated or taken care of in ficknefs or 
old age, or when from any infirmity they are incapable of 
-labour? _ 

When fick they are very well taken care of; many eftates have 
bofpitals on purpofe for their reception, many have medical 
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people living upon them, and almoft ~ll others are attended by 
the faculty once or twice a week, or oftener if neceffary; the old 
people I believe are alfo well taken care of; I never faw a beggar 
in the ftreet. 

Do the Negroes appear to be in a defpanding {tate, or a.re they 
in general fatisfied with their condition? 

They appear very well fatisfied with their condition in general. 
I have heard it from very good authority that Negroes have been 
offered to go back to their country, which they have refufed; I 
have alfo underfl:ood that fome have been offered their freedom , 
and have refufed it. When new Negroes come to the Wand, the 
old ones go Gown to the beach, and places whence they can fee 
them, aI,ld appear to confider their own fituation as valHy prefer­
able. During the time I had ,the honour to command in Domi­
nique, the attachment of the Negroes to their mafl:ers was put 
to firong proof :-A number of runaway Negroes had come over 
from the Foreign Hlands, and a number of the Negroes in Do­
minique had been tempted (perhaps by the French) to leave their 
mafiers; fome had al lo (through difcontent perhaps) deferted . 
The whole inhabited the woods of Dominique, and were arnied. 
From thence they committed many acts of violence againfr the 
inhabitants; fa many, that the legillature, after ineffeCtually try­
ing every means to reclaim them by lenient meafures, thought 
it proper, and abfolutely neceffary, to endeavour to reduce them 
by force. On that fervice Slaves fro ~n the different efl:ates were 
employed. Thofe Slaves, throughout the whole courfe of that 
fervil:e. manifefied the greatefl: zeal and defire to reduce thofe 
rupways, and bring them back to their duty. 

Do you conceive that plantations in the Wefl: Indies could be .' 
cultivated to advantage by the labour of Europeans? 

I conceive ·it abfolutely impoffible. We have fome number of 
White artificers working in all the Illands; thofe people, from 
having very great wages, are enabled to live well, yet work mo­
derately, and almofl: always under cover; yet notwithfl:anding 
that, in the Ifland of Dominique (as far as my knowledge goes) 
more than half of what were there when I went out were dead 
when I came away. The 10fs of ~uropean troops in ·Saint Lucia 
I have heard imputed principally to their being employed in roil­
ing provifions, only for a few hours in. the day, up to Morne 
Fortune. 

Can 
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Can the prefent flock of Negroes in the Iflands be kept up 
withou t an ann ual importation of Slaves from Africa? 

In the Uland of Dominique, to which I fpeak principally, we 
certainly have not decreafed for thefe fix or feven years pafl; and 
I have my doubts whether, if )lot vifited by any of thofe 
epidem ical difeafes, or other extraordinary caures of mortality, 
and which are incident to thofe climates, the prrfent numbers 
might not be kept up : But we have ' advantages in the Ifland 
of Dominique which , perhaps, no other IOand poffeffes.­
From the great quantity of uncu ltivated land, the Negroes 
have oppo rt uniti es to mife as much provifions as they pleafe, 
and, with a furplus, to buy a thoufand neceffaries and con­
ven iences. F rom our proximity alfo to the Foreign Hland&, 
from which a vaft number of vefiels touch every day, they can 
always command an advan tageous market. The quanrity of good 
water alio may contribute to their healthinefs .; by this I only 
mean to fay, that the (ame number that are now might, with ­
out importation, be kept up. Tllere certainly would be no pof­
fibilityof extending the cultivation, nor do I believe the prefent 
quantity of land in cuJtivation could be kept fo; becaufe, as the 
land grows old, it requires more labour. The Ifl <lnd of Domi­
nique contains about 186,0;:>0 acres, of that about 54,000 is at 
prefent in occupatioFl, and about 26,000 in cultivation. The 
merely keeping up the preft nt ftock of Negroes, therefore, 
would be very infufficient for the wants of t\1e DomilOlique pro­
prietors; and iliould .the Trade be aboliilied, they would certainly 
be .great fufferers. 

And then the Counfe! arid Witne[s were directed to 
.wjthdraw. 

Sabbati, 27° die Martii, 1.7-90. 

Co.unfel and Witnefs called in, as befQre. 

And the Witnefs defired.to add to his Jall: aa[wer as fol­
lows .: 

That if rome fuch encouragements to breeding were held out to 
the Negroes of Dominique, as are to thofe of iome of the F rench 
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lnands in the Code Noir, and if the praCtice of fepara:ting chil­
<lren 'from their parents was more perfeCtly dropt than it .is, I 
think it might il:ill more contribute to infure keeping up the pre­
:fent il:ock, without further importation. 

I will, with leave f:)f the Committee, beg now to .explain an 
apparent difference between my anfwers to the queries tianf­
'mitted by the Secretary of State, ;ll1d the returns fe.n.t home from 
the cuil:om-houfe, which is [aid to have been taken notice of by 
a Member of the Houfe of Commons, and alfo .commented up­
·on in a pampRle:t, written by a gentleman, calling himfelf an 
Old Member of Parliament. In fome of the anfwers fel'lt by me 
·to the queries, the Negroes in the Wand of Dominique are men­
tioned to have increafed within thefe five or fix years pail:. In the 
returns from the cuil:om-houfe it appears that the number of N e­
groes employed between tht;:yeafl784 and 1788 amounted to 27,553. 
-and the numbers exported in tbe fame period amounted to only 
{5,78 I, and of courfe the number remaining in Dominique was 
11,772. The reafons of the difference in thofe acc..:COUllts were, 
as well as I remember, explained by me, in an accompany­
ing letter to the Secretary of State, and I truil:, can be in 
'in a fatisfaB:ory manner to the Committee. Previous to the 
free-port aCt, paifed in 1787, no Slaves could be legally exported 
in foreign veifels. In the French I!lands fo heavy a duty w:!s 
laid on thofe imported in fareign bottoms, that the merchant 
did not find it advantageous to fend them in that mode. The 

. 'Cruizers on the coail: of the French It1ands were alfo [0 vigilant, 
that it was too dangerous to attempt running them illicitly; they 
w~re therefore fmuggled out of the Ifland of Dominique, of 
vh!ich the cuftom-houfe had, of courfe, no returns. Since the 
free-port a:t alfo, the returns have been by no means fuch as 
can be depended upon. The French have, in reality, taken abo!)t 
four-fifths of the whole number imported, and the Spaniards and 
other foreigners fo many of the remainder, as not, in my opi­
nion, to leave in the Hland of Dominique, in the period above 
mentioned, of thofe imported, much above J ,000, and many of 
1hem what are cailed the Refufe Negroes, part of which died, 
perhaps, before they got upon the eil:ates. I beg leave fUTther to 
add, that the documents from which the increafe by hirths was 
flated, were received from Mr. Confl:able, the depl'lty treafurer of 
-the Uland, a very old inhabitant, and who was as capable of giv­
ing a true account as any perf on there. The returns from the 
Frenchinhahitants in the parilh of St. Patrick, and my own ob­
-fer.vations. ferve to confirm them. 

60 Examined 



Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

By whom were the perfons fe1 etred for the purpofe of anfwering 
the queries which were fent out by the Privy Council? 

By me . Finding there was a backwardnefs in the AlTembly to 
an(we r the queries fent to them, and deiirous of colletring as early 
and as fully the fentiments of the differen t proprietors, both French 
and Engliili, in the Hland, as r cou ld, r fent differen t copies of the 
queries to four or five of the principal fettlers in each pariili, in 
order to be by them communicated to the whole; r fent alfo thofe 
which related more. particularly to trade to fome of the principal 
merchants, to be lald by them before the whole body, and re­
.q uefl:ed thei.r anfwers upon them. 

Do you conceive, upon the whole, that the anfwers may be fup­
pored to be the re(ult of the experience alld knowledge of the mofl: 
intelligent men in the Ifland? 

Yes . 

"Vere the anfwers communicated to you before they were fent 
to Great Britain? 

'They were communicated to me before, and were fent by me to 
Great Britain. 

. Can you inform the Committee whether there is any difference 
in the allowance of food to the Negroes, according to the greater 
{lr lef.s quantity of provifion ground on the efl:ate; and if any, what 
is that difference? 

There is certainly a material difference; on fome efl:ates (which 
.are but very few in the Ifland of Dominique, Mr. WOOdbridge'S 
in particular) where there is very little proviiion ground, the Ne­
.g roes are almo!t altogether fed by the proprietor, and I believe 
generally receive about two pounds of fqJt fiili, or faIt beef or 
pork, or feven or eight herrings (according to their fize) and about 
ieven or cight quarts of farine each grown Negro per week; the 
children in pr.oportion; on eltates where there is more pro­
vifion ground, but not quite fufficient for their full fubfifl:ence, it 
is the cufl:om for .the mafl:ers to give them the proportion above 
mentioned of fifh or meat, and nothing more; on other efiates. 
where there is plenty of provifion ground (which is generally the 

. cafe in Dominique) the ' Negroes are allowed to cultivate as much 
as they pleafe, and have one day in the week in addition to the 
Sunday to cultivate it; the latter mode is very generallypratrifed 
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by the French i-nhabitants, and is found more fatisfaCtory to the 
Negroes than the others. 

Was the number of Slaves loll: in opening the new lands in Do­
minique ever in any degree afcertained? 

The numbers were I fancy afcertained, but as it was before my 
time I cannot really or correctly fay what they were; they were 
however, I believe, very confiderable, and partly I fear owing to 
mifmanagement; a cuLl:om then prevailed of working new Ne­
groes immediately as they arrived, which might in part con­
tribute to this lofs, but which is now no longer followed. 

Have you [een any reafon to alter the opll1\On contained in 
your anfwer to the query of the privy council refpecting the 

. difference of profit to the owner of a Well: India e!1ate refident on 
the fpot, and refident in Great Britain? 

I do not know that the difference may be quite fo great as 
Ll:ated in that an[wer, bu t I believe it is in general very material. 

Is it not your opinion, that attention to the morals and religious 
infiruction of the Slaves would contribute to their comfott, and 
to their maLl:ers intereLl: ? 

It is my opinion; the French certainly pay more attention 
than we do to thofe points, and benefit by it. 

Has not the breeding of children been more encouraged in the 
French tban in the Britiih Wands? 

Lately in the Hland of Tobago I have under!1ood they have 
eLl:abliihed regulations by which female Slaves are excu[ed from 
labour in proportion to the number of children they bear and 
bring up, and after having fix or [even children are liberated. 
Mr. Gillon in Dominique I believe has begun to adopt that 
plan. 

Confidering the very [mall number of White per[ons on a 
plantation (generally not more than one or two) and that the 
evidence of Negroes cannot rea[onably be admitted in courts of 
jufiice, mull: not the Slave's fecurity from ill ufage chiefly depend 
on the temper of the manager or owner of the plantation? 

The laws in the Colonies are certainly not [0 well executed as 
in England; in general the honour and humanity of the owners 
of Slaves lead them, I dare hope, to attend to them in thofe 
inftance~ that refpect the protection of Slaves. 

What 



What is your opinion, from all you have heard and obferved, of 
the comparative treatment of Slaves in the French and Britilh 
IIlands ? 

The 'treatment of Slaves in the French IIlands I conceive, in 
moft inftances, is more fevere than in thofe belonging to the 
E ngliIl1 . The French planters -in Dominique in general follow 

.the cuftom of the Engliili. 

On whlt does the fecurity of the Free Negroes from ill ufage 
-by White people chiefly depend? 

On the laws, w hich have provided for thei r fecurity in a 
different manner from that of Slaves. 

In what does that difference confift ? 
In allowing the free Negroes the fame proteetion and benefit 

from the laws as White people have in moft inftances.. 

Can yon ftate the particu1ar exception? 
By a local law the evidence of a free Negro, or man of colour, 

is not admitted in capital cafes againft White people; there may 
be other differences, but I cantlot -immediately recolleCt them. 

Is it your opinion that much advantage might be expeCted from 
adopting generally the praCtice before mentioned in Tobago of re­
warding the m:>ther who has borne and brought up a certain num­
ber of children? 

I really think there might; at prefent Negro women are cer­
tainly averfe to bearing children, and carelefs in bringing them up; 
this perhaps might correCt that conduct. 

To what do you afcribe this conduct in the Negro mothers? 
The having children in-terrupts their libidinous purfuits, and 

makes them lefs defireable to the men. 

Have you any reafon to think that the Eflglilh planter is not as 
ready to adopt any new practice that evidently tends to the caufe of 
humanity and his own private intereil: and advantage, as the French 
plan ter is ? 

Certainly. 

When once the praCtice of mal1Umitting female Slaves, after 
baving borne and brought up a certain number of children, 1hall 
be demonftrated by experience to have that .tendency, do you not 
think it will then be generally followed? 

The 



The advantage arifing from it will perhaps be ever matter of 
opinion; when the planter fees and is convinced of the benefit 
of it, I can have no doubt that he will adopt it. 

What in your opinion will be the confequence to the Iiland of 
Dominique, and the empire in general, if the Slave'Trade is abo­
li!hed? 

To the empire in general difadvantageous, to the Iiland of Do­
minique moft particularly fo. The proprietors in the Iiland of 
Dominique purchafed their lands of government at a very high 
rate, trufting that they would have an opportunity of putting 
cthem in cultivation by an uninterrupted importation of S'laves. 
As yet, not one-third of the I!land is in occupation, and only 
about 26,000 acres in real cultivation; if therefore there was a 

. fiop put to the importation of Slaves, it would be impoffible t~ 
clear :lnd cultivate any more of the lands, and very difficult, per­
haps, to keep what is now planted in the fame fiate of improve­
memo 

Have you known many inftances of the evidence of free Ne­
groes, or people of colour, being taken againft Whites in the 
courts of j uftice ? 

I never recollect it being refufed, except in one inftance, which 
was a cafe of murder. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

D A V I D PAR R Y, Efquire, called in, and examined. 

Did you ever refide in the Weft Indies j in what Iiland, and ia 
what capacity? 

I refided at Barbadoes, as governor of the Ifland, for near [evea 
years. 

At what time did you leave Barbadoes ? 
The 6th of July 1789' 

What have you obferved of the behaviour of mafters towards 
their Negroes? 

Every poffible kindnefs, care, and attention. 

Is not their treatment remarkably gentle and humane? 
Certainly fo. 

6E Did 



Did the Negroes in zeneral appear to 'he properly fed, clothed. 
and lodged? 

PerfeCtly fo; and indeed, if they had not, it would have beeR 
.my buGnefs to have enforced the law for .that purpofe, which 
I {hould certainly have done. 

Did i,t a.ppear t~ you that more labour was required of them 
than they could properly bear? 

Not nearly fo much as I thi'nk their owners hald a right to de­
mand; and the common labour of the Negro there would be 
play to any peafant in this country. 

Did they appear to you to be in a defponding ftate of mind. 
or had they the appearance of being happy, and fatisned with 
their condition? 
. I never Iaw the fmalleft degree of defpondency amongfl: them, 
but qmte the reverfe. I have every reafon to fuppo[e they were 
perfeCtly fati sfied, as no complaints ever reached my ears during 
the time . of my refidence there; .and knowing, by experience, 
that there 'is no ptmilhment which can be inflicted on a Negro at 
Barbadoes can be equal to his being banilhed the IUand. There 
is no corporal punilhment which they would not prefer; and I 
have known them even hefitate betweell banifhment and death. 

Did their fituation appear to you to be, ill faa, as comforta­
ble as that of the labouring poor in England, or any other part 
of the world with which you are acquainted? 

I think, in general, infinitely more fo. 

Do you think that the Britifh plantations in the Weft Indies 
could be cultivated by Europeans? 
. I do not think i.t pofiibl.:, without fuch.a defl:ruCtion to the 
hurpan race as would harrow up the feelIngs of the hardefl: 
breafl:; and would be, to the imaginary difl:relfes of the Negroes, 
inhumanity in the extreme. 

Do you conceive that a fupply of Negroes from Africa is ne­
celfary to the cul.tivation of the Britiili Sugar Plantations? 

Without the fmaBefl: doubt; particularly if they mean to im­
prove more land. 

Would then ~he abolition of the African Negro Tradt; be, in 
your opinion, detrimental to the Britilh Sugar Colonies. and to 
the Britilh empire? 

Very 



Very highly fo in a great degree, both to the Colonies and the 
empire a.t large. My reafons for thinking fo arc, that it would 
raife the produilions of that country beyond the power of the 
-confumer in tbis country. to purchafe; and confequently lelfen 
t lte public revenge, in proportion as the confumption is diminilh­
ed, and very much injlue the individual in his property, becaufe 
it would increafe his private expences. 

Would it not occafion the immediate declenfion, and finally 
t he ruin of the Britilh Sugar Colonies? 

It certainly would. The firfi operation would be a dedenfion 
-of the riches of the Colonies, and ultimately would be the ruin 
()f them. unlefs they were at liberty to feek for and go to other 
markets with their fugars and other produce of all kinds. How 
far that would be good policy in this country, it is not for -me 
to determine ~ hut, in my opinion, it would be bad policy. 

Is not a fupply of Negroes from Africa either furniihed by 
this country, or by foreigll ftates, necetfary to the exifience of the 
Sugar Plantations? 

I think fo, certainly; for otherways, as I have faid before, it 
would necetfarily increafe the value of produce fo much, as 
would operate in preventing the confumption. 

] f fupplies of Negroes from Africa ro the Britiih Sugar Plan­
tations ihould be totally cut off, will there not be a gradual 
diminution of their produce, and will not the confequence finally 
be the extinCl:ion of the Sugar Colonies? 
, Ilhcndd thiflk, if the importation is totally ftopt, it would be 
~i and I thiAk it a very dangerous and unneceffary experiment 
to make; and I alfo know from my long experience that planters 
in Barbadoes (and I believe the planters in general) are men of 
_fa, difoernment, and humanity; and it appears to me, that 
good policy ought_ to leave them in the quiet managem«nt of 
tMj, a\fllt aJfain, and by that and every other means that can be 
im.~iMd render them as beneficial as pollible to this counfry, 
to tihe laws and conftitution of which, as well as to the King·s 
perCe. ar&d. go"ernmcnt~ they are wa~mly and. zealoufly at­
tached. 
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Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Can you !tate the number of Negroes reql1ired in the cultiva­
-t ion of cotton, and in that of any of the other prefent productions 
jn Barbadoes, compared with the numbe. necelfary in the culti_ 
vation of fugar ? 

One man will cultivate three acres of cotton annually, whereas 
one man will only cultivate one acre of fugar. 

Has it not become neceffary in many plantations of the mand 
of Barbadoes, upon account of the depredations of vermin, and 
from other caufes, t.o fubfiitute the cultivation of cotton, or othCl" 
articles, in the place of that of fugar? 

The fubll:~tu.tioll of cotton in the place of fugar arofe more from 
the wan4: of Negroes, which were loll: in the hurricane of 1780, 
·than it did from either of the other two caufes affigned. 

Is this fubfiitution in any degree frill going on? 
In a much lefs degree. becaufe freLh fuppIies of Negroes have 

been imported. 

Have any of the lands on which cotton was then {ubfl:ituted for 
fugar been again allotted to the growth of the latter article? 

The greater part. 

What length of time was required for completing this {ubfti­
wtion of cotton for fugar. after the hurricane? 

There was no time required. becaufe it might have been done 
immediately; but it did not actually take place to any extent 
till three or four years afterwards. 

From what motives do you apprehend this fubftitution was 
made; were African Negroes difficult to be obtained? 

African Negroes were very difficult to be obtained. which W8,S 

certainly the caufe of that fubftitution; there were {orne 0_ 
caufes. fuch as the blowing down of the fugar-works and bn:lld'iiilj-, 
but the principal caufe was tbe deficiency of Negroes, and .. "" .. ,,,,.,. 
importation. 

Did that difficulty arife from the Negroes not beina 
the I1land. or from their high price? 

From both. 



By whom in the Wand of Barbadocs were the perfons feleCted for 
the purpofe of returning anlwers to the queries fent out by the 
Privy Council of Great Britain? . 

The anfwers tlut I fent were feleCted by myfelf; thofe fent by 
the Council, by the members of that board; and thole by the Af­
fembly, by the members of that haufe, 

Were not then the an[wers that were returned by individuals 
tranfmitted by you r 

Yes. 

Did you not feleCt, for the purpofe of returning anfwers to thefe 
queries, the perfons on whofe difcernment, experience. and in­
tegrity you could moll: rely? 

Yes, I certainly did; but I feleCted alfo perfons differing in [en­
timellt, in order to give the Secretaries of State the fulleft informa. 
tion I could. 

And then the Counfe! and Witnefs were directed to 
withdraw. 

Lunce, 29° die Martii 1790. 

COunfel called in as before; and the Counfd proceeded further 
in their Examination, and called 

The Right Honourable Lord ROD N E Y, Knight of the 
Moft Honourable Order of the Bath, Admiral of the White, 
and Vice Admiral of England. . 

How long has your lordfhip been acquainted with the Weft 
Indies? 

I firll: went to the Weft Indies in 176 I • 

With what 11lands is your lordfhip acquainted, and how long 
have YOll relided therein? 

The firft Ifland I relided at was Barbadoes, then Martinique, 
Antigua, and St. Chrill:opher's, and a fmall time at Guadaloupe, 
v. hen thofe Iflanas belonged to Great Britain. 

6 F Has 



Has your lordfi1ip ever been in Jamaica? 
Yes; I was there three years and an half. 

' What has your 10rdiliip obferved of the behaviour and treat­
ment of mailers towards their Negro Slaves, in the fcveral lfiands 
where you have been? 

They appeared to me to be very attentive to them, and I cannot 
fay that I faw any thing but great attention; in iliort, it is their 
lntereft to. do fa: for the number of years I was in the Weft 
Indies, I never faw a fingle inftance of cruelty, but I have [een 
many inftances of forbearance, upon an impertinent anfwer being 
g iven to the mafter. 

Did ' the Slav,es in genera1 appear to be properly fed, clothed, 
an d lodged? 

It appeared to me that they were properly c.1othed for the cli ­
mate in every Wand where I was. 

Do the Slaves appear to your lordiliip to be properly fed? 
At Jamaica they appeared to me t.o be much better fed than the 

,common labo.uring people here; I am only fpeaking of Jamaica, 
becaufe the other Wands have not grounds to give them fuch 
.food as Jamaica can afford. 

Canyour lordiliip il:ate in what manner they are lodged? 
They appeared to me exceedingly well lodged for the climate, 

,an.d the houfes -to be calculated for it. 

Did it appear to ,your 10rdfi1ip that more labour was required 
of the H egroes than they eQuId ,properly bear? 

It did 110t indeed. 

DQes your loraih ip think ;that the labol1r of Negf(~ Slaves in the 
Weft Indies is greater or [0 great as th~ labour of the peafantry 
in England? 

No compafifon; 1 'have often taken ,notice that I thought one 
labouring man in England did more work in one day than any 
three Negroes; an hund.red times I have taken notice of that, and 
laid it in the country. 

,Are the Negroes properly takeR care of in ficknefs., and fup­
_ported in old age, or when by any infirmities they are rendered 
incapable .of-labour? 

I have often taken notice, in the number of plantations "\Thich I 
have 



", 

have viGted, that there is an hofpital called the Gck houfe, which 
is attended by Negro women as nurfes; and I believe there is 
fcarce a plantation that has not a furgeon to attend it, who are 
very attentive to them, it is their intereft to be [0. 

Do the Negroes appear to be in a defponding ftate, or are they 
in general fatisfied with their condition? 

They appeared to me in gen,ral quite the reverfe, alld after their 
oay's work they were generally dancing and making merry. 

Does your lordlhip conceive that the plantations in the W eft 
Indies could be cultivated to , advan tage by the labour of Euro­
peans? 

It is impoffible, I think. 

Could the prefent fl:ock of Negroes in the Iflands be kept up 
without frelh importations of Slaves from Africa? 

I believe not; for I believe there is fcarce an Illand that does 
not encourage breeding as much as poffible; for one Creole Negro 
is of more value than two new ·ones from Guinea. 

Does your lordlhip confider the lhips employed by the French 
in their Weft India trade as one of the principal fources of their 
naval power? 

I think the greatefl:; for I think it was that very comltlerce 
that enabled France to di[pute with Great Brit~in the empire of 
1he ocean in the laft war; I mean her Weft India commerce. 

Are not the French Wefl: India lhips remarkably fine veffels, 
and well manned? 

They are generally much larger than the Britilh, and appeared 
1:0 be more than doubly manned, in comparifon. 

Is not, in your lordlhip's judgment, the Britilh Weft India 
trade a confiderable nurfery for [eamen ? 

Certainly, I think it is. 

Whether the Weft India fleet is not extremely advantageous in 
'time of actual war, in furnilhing men for His Majelly's fer. . ~ , vice. 

Very much fo, beeaufe it fupplies them with feamen [eafoned 
to the climate of the Weft Indies. 

Whether 
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Whether it is not extremely important to the kingdom to 
keep up and encourage that trade? 

It appears fo to me, entirely fo. It appears to be one of our 
principal branches of commerce. 

Is Dot the African Trade, as conneCted with the Briti!h Well: 
India trade, alfo extremely important to be preferved ? 

It appears to me, that without the African Trade the Weft 
Indies could not be fupported. 

VVhether the French are not endeavouring to increafe their 
\Veft India trade, and to encourage their Afncan trade, as far as 
lies in their power? 

When this affair came nrft to be agitated in parliament in 1787, 
the Fre nch then paid 200 livres a head, a premium upon every Slave 
imported into Saint Domingo and Saint Lucia, and 100 li vres a 
head upon all Slaves imported into Martinique and Guadaloupe, 
befides a premium upon every iliip bound from the ports of 
France to trade to the Coafl: of Guinea, which was paid to the 
merchants immediately after the !hip failed, at fo much per 
ton. 

Whether the ab01ition of the Briti!h Slave Trade would not 
tend to reduce the Briti!h Weft India trade, and to leffen the 
number of {hips and feamen? 

Moft certainly. 

Whether the fame caufe would not tend to encreafe the French 
marine in general? 

Undoubtedly it would. 

What would be the confequence to the navy of Great Britain, 
if the BritiCh Slave Trade were aboli!hed, and to be engroffed by 
foreign nations? 

It would add greatly to the power of France, who already 
have much more than half the Weft India trade now in their 
hands. 

~efl:ion repeated. 

It would add greatly to the naval power of Fr:lllce, and diminia} 
that of Great Britain in proportion. 

Examined 
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Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

Did your lordlbip ever make an eftimate of the expence of 
'breeding a Negm till he ihould be fit for field work, and compare 
it with the expence of pUl'chafing an ahle African Negro? 

No, I have not. 

What are the encouragements which have been given to 
breeding by the Weft India Iflands ? 

It appeared that wherever I went they encouraged them to 
breed, and took great care of their children. 

Does your lordihip recolleCt any regulations for the encou­
i'aging of breeding, fanCtioned by the authority of the legil1a­
tu res' of the Wands? 

No, I do not; but I always underftood that every legil1atunt 
gave every encouragement for the Negroes to breed, and for the 
fettlemcnt of White people; it appeared fo to me. 

Does your lordlbip recolleCt the occafions which called forth 
impertinent anfwers of Slaves towards their mailers, before 
mentioned? 

All that I can remember (being fo many years ago) is, upon 
hearing a Negro give an impertinent an[wer, I faid, " How can 
" you bear it? If a White [ervant gave me fuch an anfwer I 
" Ibould immediately turn him out of my houfe." The an[wer 
was, " Oh! poor Negro, he knows no better." 

Were thefe then domeftic Slaves? 
Yes. 

Are the Negroes a race of men as competent to labcmr in the 
<:limate of the Weft Indies as the inhabitants of other countries 
;n climates congenial to their conftitutions ? 

T hey appeared to me to be very bad labourers, in comparifon to 
Europeans in Europe. 

\Vas their being bad labourers owing to their being deficient in 
'poin t of firength, or the climate being ill fuited to them; or was 
it owing to any other, and to what caufes? 

It appeared to me that their inclination to labour was not equal 
to the labouring man's in England, and in thort that they could 
not do fo much work, not three of them fo much as one White 

6 G man 
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man in Eu rope ; but in the Wefi I ndies they do more work than 
a W h ite man could do, becau[e the W hite man could not bear 
the climate, nor work in the [un , nor labour in the woods. 

Are there any regulation s in the Iflands refpeCting the marriage 
of Negr.o Slaves; and , if an y, what are they? ' 

I believe the Negroes are left to chu[e their own wives-I know 
no regulation for that pUl"po[e ; there may be, but I do not know 
it . 

On what gro und s does your lordthip concluc:le that the fiock 
of Negroes migh t not be kept up by breeding, wi thou t importa­
tions from Arric~ , if prope r regulatiori s and encouragements for 
that purpofe were adop ted, and adhered to with perfeverance? 

I am not a judge of that-it is a long time before the children 
come to maturity. 

Is the n you r lordthip's opinion, that the {lock of Negroes could 
be kept up without importatio ns from Africa, the refult of infor­
mation yo u have rece ived from others, and not that of yom lord­
ihip's own per[onal obfervation and experience? 

From my own obferva tions, which I hav,e made from what I 
have thought and what I have heard: I do not know any gentle­
man in J amaica that does not attempt to keep up the {lock by 
breeding; at leafi, wherever I have been it has appeared [0 to 
Ine. 

Does your lordfhip recollect to have heard what proportion of 
the N egro infants die within the month, or what proportion of 
the children born reaches to the years of Illaturity ? 

No, I have never heard one or the other; but I have been 
told th at Negro childrell are very apt to die of the locked jaw 
when they are very young., 

'W hat is your lordlhip',s opinion concerning the food, c1oathing. 
and 'lodging, and fecurity from ill- u[age, of the Slaves in the 
F rench \VeIl: India Wands, compared with their condition in thefe 
refpects in Oll[ own? 
, 'When love firH: took Martinique, the French Slaves appeared 

to be better cloathed. I took notice of it to fume of the plan­
ters of Barbadoes, and deli red them to ob[erve, that there was 
no naked Slave to be feen in Martirligue, and that I had [een 
many naked in Barbadoes; that I was hurt, as an Englifhman, 
~hat the French illOuld clothe their Negroes better than the Eng-

lith : 
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lifh: thecon"fequence was, that the people of Barbadoes put 
their laws in execution, and clothed their Slaves (for there was 
a law for that purpofe) .; it was a great many years ago, in 176 I 
or 1762; fince which I have never feen a naked Slave in Barba­
does. I think our Negroes are better lodged than in the French 
Iflands; I think their huts are much better. A great deal of 
the circumftances refpeaing food depend upon the h avi!1g pro­
per ground for provifions; thofe that have not ground fupply 
them with faIt fiih, and Guinea and Indian corn. Literally 
fpe~king, they appear to me to be better off in the Englilh 
than in t"he French Wands. The punilhments in the French 
I1lands appear to me to be greater than in the Britiih. 

Did your lord/hip ever know an infiance of cruel treatment 
from a mafier to. his field Slave in any of the Englilh Iflands 
where your lordih ip has been? 

Never; quite the reverfe. 

What is your lordlhip's opinion of the public adminil1ration 
of jufiice in thofe Iflands, as between a White man and a 
Negro? 

I never knew or heard of any thing but {tria j ufiice being 
done to both parties. 

Does your lordiliip recollea any inftance, and when, of a White 
man being hanged in Jamaica for the murder of a Slave ? 

I was at the i:rial of a White man (I think in the year 1772 
or ]773) for wantonly murdering a Slave; the court condemned ' 
:the man to be hanged, and I believe he was executed. 

Does your lordlhip know whether the man condemned and 
executed was the owner of the Slave fo murdered? 

No, I believe he was not the owner; he was the mafter of 
a trading little velfel, called a drogher, that went along the co an: 
earrying fugar. I fpoke to the governor, that I hoped he would 
not pardon him; and I belie~' e he was executed. 

What, in your !ordlhip's opinion, is the relative fituation of a 
ilave in the BritiLh Weft India Iflands to that of a peaf.lllt in th is 
COUIlb'y, as far as refpects their refpetlive enjoyment of the nccef­
&ties and comforts of life? 
J As far as I have ever obferved the Slaves ill the 'Nell: Indies, 
their property, which is the produce of their garden, their poultry, 
_d pigs, having eVllf been reckoned [acred, it is never taken from 
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them without a jufl: compenfation, and even their marcel's pay 
them the fame price they could have got at the market j ' if not, 
the Slave refufes the malter-in general they are permitted to go 
.to the market. 

Does your lord{hip then, Uj1r-l1 the wholc, think that the fitu3-

t ion in their refpcai\'c con ditioll , as oppoied to that of a free 
man, is as comfortable as that of the pealant in this country? 

If it was pofiible for a Slave to be happy, they appeared to me 
to be fo; they nevcr knew what liberty was. 

As your lordlhip in your prcceding anfwers is of opinion that 
the Slaves in the BritiOl IfLl!lds are treated with humanity by 
their mafl:ers, are well fed, clothed, and lodged, and taken care 
·of in ficknefs as well as in health, does your Jo}"dihip thiok that, 
as far as regards the enjoyment of thofe :I.rticles only, their lives 
are as comfortable as that of the peafant in this country? 

I certainly think they are. 

Is it a common thing to fee [eamen in the {heets of Jamaica 
dying in an ulcerated frate, falling without pity, without friends, 
without a look but of contempt from the hardened multitude that 
palTes by? 

1 do not believe any thing of the fort ever happened; there might 
be drunken [camen in the iheets. 

Does your lordfbip recollect to have at any time feen [eamen 
witbout friends, and without money, wandering about in the 
different Wands, begging from door to door, till, overpowered by 
heat, hunger, and fatigue, they fall unpitied' 

I do not believe it ever happened, or any thing of the fort. 

Has your 10rd/1)ip any reafon to believe that the crews of Slave 
i11ips in particul ar are in gel~eral obje .:.t s expo fed, by the barbarity 
of the mailers of thofe velIel s, to any of the above-defcribed di[­
trefsful and inhuman fufferings ? 

If the men are i,JJ- treated by the mafrers of thofe /11ips, they 
have a remedy at hand, by entering on board any of His Majelly's 
[hips in that port; the fhip cannot fail until the mailer has 
paid the men their wages, which are jull!y due to them; it is t09 
apt to be the cullom of the feamen of the Guinea fhips, to leave 
them to navigate the loaded [hips to Great Britain, as they 
get more wages for the run to Great Britain than their wages 
that were due to them on board the Guinea-men. I believe there 

have 
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invebeen many inlhnces of har!h treatment in c-aptains of thofe 
-{hips to get rid of their men; regulations in regard to the treat­
ment of their fearnen are very Receifary. 

Is your lordlhip enabled, from any obfervations which you have 
made, as to the il:ate of the French We{\: India commerce now, and 
what it was when you fir{\: become acquainted with the Vie{\: 
India Iilands, to inform the Committee wha't has been the progref­
five increafe or improvement of that branch of the French com-
merce? . 

I mu{\: go far back to the year 1747 to an[wer that queil:ion. 
In 1747 I raw 180 fail of large French Saint Domingo !hips 
in one convoy, bound from that Ifiand to France; judge how 
much that commerce -mull: have been improved within thefe forty 
odd years: and I am fully convinced that had it not been for the 
French We{\: India commerce, that nation could not have been in a 
condition to di[pute with. Great Britain the empire of the ocean 
in the la{\: war. 

Can your lordlhip form any opinion what the value of that con­
voy might be ? 

It was amazing, they were very large !hips; we took forty fail 
of them, the value of which was £. 5°0,000: one !hip alone 
was worth £. 100,000, which was lo{\: on the Goodwin Sands ; 
the indigo alone on board her was worth £. 50,000. 

Does your lordlhip mean to extend your obfervations refpeCting 
the feamen, mentioned in your former an[wers, to the lllands in 
.general, or to confine them to Jamaica only? 

I mean the whole Iflands. 

Has it been found eary to fupply His Maje{\:y's fervice in the 
We{\: Indies with [eamen, without having recourfe to the practice 
of preffing ? 

I never fuffered prefIing in the We{\: Indies, without recourfe 
to the governor and council, who always gave every affi{\:ance to­
wards manning the fleet in every Illand. 

Did the governor and council in the Ifiands readily give thefe 
orders to allow the imprefs r 

I never knew an in{\:ance but that the civil power gave every 
affiil:ance they could. 
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Had not yo ur lordlhip frequent recourfe to the governor and 
council for fuch orders? 

WhenCl'cr there was occafion I always applied to them, and bd 
great affi llance. 

Do not the officers of Hi s Majdly's f1)ip s oblige the cap­
tains of Guinea-men to pay the wages due to fuch feamen as leave 

·their {hips to en tar into His M ajefty's fervice ? 
Always. 

,If fuch a feaman (hould have received from his captain ill treat­
Imen t of any other kind befides the detention of his wages, does he 
ob tain any reparation for fuch ill treatment, by entering on board 
a man of war? 

The captain or the admiral, if it come to hi s ears, appl ies to 
the at torney gc;neral of the Wand, ,to pro[ecut (: the ma-fter of the 
i11ip. 

I s your lord01ip pf opinion, ,that the African Slave Trade fur­
niQles any fupply of feamen to His Majefty's navy? 

It certai nly [upplies fame, ~ecaufe, w~en they come to the Weft 
Indies, we get fome of them .; it is not a nurfery for feamen, that 
js certain, but it feafons them to a hot climate. 

And then he was direCted to withdraw. 

A nd the Counfe! having propofed to examine 

Sir PET E R PAR K E R, Baronet, Admiral of the Blue, 
a Member prefent; 

And the faid Member having c~m[ented thereto; 

He was a(ked, 

Did )ioa ever refide in the Weft Indies; in what Iflands, and 
whether in any public capdClty ? 

The wa.r before bft I was a captain of one of His Majefty's lhjps 
on the Leeward Hland ftatiori for about three years; I was at the 
taki ng of Guadaloupe, and vifite.d occafional1y Barbadoes. and all 
the Leeward mands excCfiting NevIs' ; in 1777 I had the honour of 
being promoted to the rank of rear admiral of the blue, and was 
.at the lame t ime appointed commnnder in chief of all His Maitfty's 
!hips at Jamaica; but being employed on a particular {erVlce III 

America, 
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. America, I did not arrive at that Wand till the b~ginai'Og of Feb­
ruary 1778; I continued in the command from that period till thet 
arrival of Lord Rodney with his victorious fleet, which was about 
two or three weeks after the glorious and never-to-be-forgotten 
aCtion of the 12th of April 1.782. 

What did you obferve of the behaviour and treatment of mafrers 
towards their Negro Slaves in the feveral Ifhnds where you have 
been? 

From the befr ob[ervations I could make, their treatment was 
lenient, mild, and huma'ne; I never heard of evm one irlil:ance of 
feveri.ty towards a Slave during the whole time I was on the Ja­
matca ftation. 

. Did the Slaves in general appear to be properly fed, clothed, 
and lodged r 

They net only ilPpeared to me to h<:: properly fed, clothed, and 
lodged, but were in my opinion in a more comfortable fituatioll 
than the lower clafs of people in any part of Europe, Great 
..Britain not excepted. 

Did it appear to you that more labour was required of the 
Negroes than they could praperly bear? 

By no means; the Negroes have many advantages over our 
peafantry, who can fcarcely earn a livclihood by much harder 
labour than Negroes are ever put to; and when overtaken by age 
or infirmities they frequently drag on a miferable life on a pitiful 
allowance from their pariihes, of IS. 6d. or perhaps 2S. a week: 
this is not the cafe with the Neg1:O, who when old or infirm has 
particular care taken of him, and every attention !hewn to him, to 
make him eafy and comfortable, and if he fflould have acquired 
money or any property, which all induil:rious Negroes can do, he . 
may live in affiuence for the remainder of his days; and he has 
the fatisfaction of knowing that his family and friends will be 
fure of protection and good treatme~t after his deceafe, and that 
he may beq ueath his property to whomfolfver and in what manner 
he thinks proper. 

Do the Negroes appear to be in a defponding ftate, or are they 
in general fatisfied with their condition? 

They are far from beil)g in a defponding frate, and are, for the 
moil: part, cheerful and merry. 

Do YOll conceive that the plantationG in the "Veil: Indies could 
be cultivated to advantage by the labour of Europeans? 

It 



It is ibf01utcl y impofiible; and I believe no perfon who has· 
ever read of or been in the Wefl: InLiies can fuppofe it to be pof­
fible. I ·need only refer to the returns from our army on the 
Leeward Il1ands and Jamaica, in the years 1779·, 1780, and 178r, 
to prove this aifertion, and to !hew how inimical the Wefl: India 
climate is to European confl:itutions . Every pedon who has 
been in that part of the ·world knows the unremitted attention 
!hewn to the foldiery, whofe very exifience depends on being al­
lowed Negroes to carry their provifions, fl:ores, and water, and do 
other aCts of drudgery. Our [eamen work under cover, and under 
awnings, to defend them from the intenfe and parching rays of 
the fun. The King has a number of Negroes in our dock-yards, 
and veifels are always hired, manned by Negroes, to water 
and fl:oFe the King's !hips : I am fatisfied that this regulation 
has faved the lives of thoufands. All the captains under my 
command had permiffion to . enter a few Negroes; the !hips ia 
general, after their water is compleated, keep it up with their 
own long-boats. And, to fhew how neceifary it is far Negroes 
to be employed on this fervice, I will relate a fact:-The evening 
before one of our frigates was to fail from .Port Royal i11e fent 
her long-boat to Rock Fort for water, with a midillipman, 
cockfwain, and fix fcamen; on her return the next morning 
t.he mid!hipman and his fix feamen were taken ill, and died. 

Can the prefent ftock of the Negroes in the 1I1ands be kept up 
without fre!h importations of Slaves from Africa? . . 

I think not-experience ·proves .it to be otherwife. 

Do you confider .the !hi'Ps employed by the French in their Weft 
India trade as one of the principal fources of their naval power? 

I do; their {hips are in general much larger than ours, and carry 
ncar double the men that ours do: the French trade to their co­
lonies is immenfe, and fully, in my opinion, two-thirds of their 
whole commerGe. Should they obfl:ruC1:, in any degree, their 
African Trade, which I think they are too wife and politic ever to 
have the mofl: difl:ant idea of doing, they would lofe their con[e­
quence among the nations of Europe, and not be able to fit out a 
fleet [0 refpeCtable as to cau[e any alarm to their neighbours. 

Are not the French endea:vouring as much as they can to im­
prove and e~tend their Wefl: India trade, and alIo their African 
·Trade, as conneCted with it? 

1.have heard.fo., and I think it very probable. 

Is 
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Is not the Britith Weft India trade a very confiderable nurfery 
for [eamen ? 

Very confiderable indeed-without their affiftance we thould 
find it very difficult to fend a great fleet to fea. 

Is not that trade, ami a1[0 the African Trade, extremely fervice­
able in fupplying man to man His Majefty's thips ill the Weft 
Indies in time of actual war? 
, There can be no doubt of it. The fleet under my command 

was fupplied with upwards of 2,000; I bought feveral !hips for 
His Majefty, and manned them from the Weft India merchantmeJol 
and African 1hips. 

Do not thofe trades, from the peculiar nature of them, furnilh 
feamen peculiarly -adapted to Weft India fervice, and more able 
to manage His Majeft.y's !hips in that ftation, than feamen ufuaUy 
employed in Europe? 

Molt certainly. 

Is it not important to the kingdom ·to ke~p up and encourage 
the Britilh Weft .India Trade? 

Certainly. 

Do you not think it equally important to keep up the African 
Trade? 

I think more fo. 

Will not the abolition of the Slave Trade tend to reduce the 
Weft India trade, and to lelfen the number of !hips and [ea­
men-? 

The abolition of the African Trade would, in my opinion, 
caufe a general defpondencyamong the Negroes, and gradually 
decreafe population, and confequently the produce of our Wands, 
and muft in time deftroy nearly half our commerce, and take 
away from Great Britain all pretenfions to the rank we now 
hold, of beiI]g the firlt maritime power in the world. 

Will not the fame cauCe tend to .increafe the French naval 
power -? 

.Ill the fame ratio that our power decreafes, theirs will in­
creafe. 

What will be the confequence. in your opinion, to the navy 
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of Great Britain, if that abolition was ,to take place, .and the 
Slave Trade be ingroffed by foreign nations? 

A great diminution of our thips, and of our confequence as 
a maritime nation. 

Examined by the Members of the Committee. 

It is il:ated, in the Report of the Privy Council, thllt there has 
:been feen. in the ftreets of Jamaica, Cailors dying in an ulcerated 
frate., objects both of ,commiferation and of horror ;-have you 
feen Cuch inil:ances ? 

Never, nor ever heard of any fuch, except in this room. 

And then the CounCe1 were directed to withdraw. 

RES 0 L VB D. 

That this Examination of Mr. Robert Hibbert, Mr. Wed­
derburn, Mr. George I-Iibbert, Lord Shuldham, Admiral 
Barrington, Admiral Arbuthnot, Admiral Edwards, Ad­
miral Hotham, Captain Lambert, Commodore Gardner, 
Lord Mac:lrtney, Sir John Dalling, Baronet, Sir Ralph 
Payne, Sir Archibald Campbell, Mr. Orde, Mr. Parry, 
Lord Rodney, and Sir Peter Parker, Baronet, be r.eported 
to the Houfe. 
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MIN UTE S, esc. 
REPORTED TOT H E H 0 USE. 

JO vis , 1° die Aprilis 1790. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed for the 

Purpofe of taking the Examination of fuch Witneifes 

as {hall be produced on the Part of the feveral Peti­

tioners who have petitioned the Houfe of Commbns 

againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

l11ercurii, 31° die Martii 1790. 

c 0 U N S E L called in as before; and the Counfel proceeded 
further in their Examination, and called 

.s T E P HEN F U L L E R, Efquire, Agent for the Wand of 
Jamaica, who produced ExtraCts from the Minutes of the 
Joint Committee of Aifembly and Council of Jamaica, 3d 
Decem ber 1789; which are inferted in pages 485, 486"487, 
488,489,4-9°, 49 I, 49 2 , 493, 494, 495, and 496. . 

And the Witnefs having offered to produce a paper in­
tituled, ~'Jamaica, Import and Export. of Negroes, and 
" Negroes retained in the Wand for 49 years, viz. from 
" 1739 to I787 both inclufive, diftingui{hing the years of 
" war from thofe of peace;" 
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He was aiked, 
'What is the nature 'aQd purport of this paper, which you mean 

. to produce to the Committee? 
The nature and purport of it is to {hew that the importation 

of Negroes into the Ifland of Jamaica was very confidera.ble in time of 
war, amounting to 855 lefs annually in time of war than in time 
of peace; the average amount being, in time of war, retained 'in 
.the Hland 5,82 8, and in time of peace 6,683' 

From what materials have you formed this ca:lculation? 
I have formed the calculation from 1739 to 1772 from an ori­

ginal account found amongft Mr. Rofe Fuller's papers, after his 
,deceafe, printed in part the third of the Privy Council's Report; 
the latter part, from thence to 1787, from the InfpeCtor Gene-
ral's account, printed in .part fourth .of the Privy Council's Re­
port. 

In what refpeCts does this account of Negroes, imported into and 
exported from the Ifland of Jamaica, vary from the account which 
you delivered in to the Privy Council? 

I looked upon the InfpeCtor General's account to be more per­
feCt than my own, becaufe one account I . always underftood was 
.the account of a private gentleman, who lived and died in Jamaica, 
and the InfpeCtor General's account was that of a public officer, 
who ought to know better than a private gentleman; I have there­
fore fubjoined the latter part of the calculation, from 1772 to 1787-, 
from the InfpeCtor General's acccount, which reaches back but 
;to that year. 

Then the faid Account was delivered in and read; and is inferted 
m pages 497, 49 8, and 499 

And then the Witnefs was direCted to withdraw. 

And the Counfel informed the Committee, That they 'had elofed 
,their cafe; referving only the liberty for the Agent to produce any 
·written or printed documents which he may think proper to lay 
!before the Committee for their further information. 

And then the Counfel were direCted to withdraw . 

. 'RESOLYED, 



RESOLVED, 

THAT the Agent be permitted to produce fuch written ' or 
printed documents. 

And the Counfe! were called in, and acquainted therewith. 

And then they were again directed to withdraw. 

Then the agent for the petitions from the town of Liverpool , 
purfuant to the refolution of the Committee of the 5th of Fe·. 
bruary lafi, called 

ROBERT NORRIS, Efquire; who having offered to' 
produce a paper, intituled, " An Account of the Veifels, 
" and Amount of their Cargoes, now employed by the 
" Merchants of Liverpool in the African Slave Trade, 
" 3d March 1790;" 

He was afked, 
What is the nature and purport of this paper, which you mean 

to produce to the Committee? 
It is an account fent to me by the fecretary of the committee 

of African merchants at Liverpool. 

Have you any reafon to doubt the authenticity of the account 
fiated in that paper J 'j 

1 have not-l beTieve it to be a true il:atement of facts . 

Then the faid paper was delivered in, and read; and is inferted in 
pages 5°0,5°1,5°2,5°3,5°4, 505, 506, 507, 508 , and 50 9. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to w.ithdraw. 

Jovis, 1
0 die Aprilis 17 go. 

THE Witnefs was called in as before, and produced, An Account 
of the number of Men who have been difcharged by the different 
Mafier Tradefmen of Liverpool, employed in the African Slave 
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Trade only, and are now ou t of wo rk, or gone to other places, in con­
fcquence of the reilricLions b id on that T rade by IJarlia ment; with 
the particula r occu pations of each, and the amount of wages paid 
them in one year: and al1o, 

A lift of African !11ips laid up in Liverpool in confequence of 
the refl:riCl:ions on the Trade: and alfo, 

A lift of African Blips fold out of the T rade, or fent upon other 
voyages in conlequence of the refl:riCl:ions on the T rade. 

The [aid accoun t arid lifts were read ; and are inferted in 
pages 510, 5 I I , and 512 . 

T hen the Agent fo r the L iverpool peti tions informed the Com­
nli ttee, tJ1at the petitioners had fi nally elofed their cafe. 

And no perfon appeared in fupport of any of the other petitions 
referred to the conJidera tion of the Committee. 

R E SO L V E D, 

That this Examination of Mr. Fuller and Mr. Norris be 
reported to the H oufe. 

RES 0 L VE D, 

That the Chairman do now leave the Chair. 

EXTRACTS 



Extracts from the Minutes of the Joint Com­

mittee. of Aifembly and Council of Jamaica, 

3d December, 1789-

Mr. Murray reported as follows, 

Mr. SPEAKER, 

Your Committee appointed to meet a Committee of the 
Council in a Free Conference, to enquire into, and to report to the 
Houfe their opinion, what fteps are neceilary to be taken with re­
gard to the Slave Trade, in confequence of the information received 
from the Agent of this Wand, of the proceedings had in the Houfe 
of Commons during the laft Seffion of Parliament, in refpect of the 
faid Trade; have accordingly met, and have taken the exa­
minations of fevera! perfons, and have agreed to the following 
refolutions. 

1. 
Refllved, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That the fup­

preffion, either direct or virtual, of the Slave Trade, by the Britifll 
nation only (other nations continuing the Trade as ufu<J.l) would not 
promote the purpofes of humanity, either in refpect of the Negroes 
which are annually brought to the African markets for fale,or in 
regard to the Negroes at pre[ent in a ftate of £lavery in this and the 
reft of.the Britiili Wands in the Weft Indies. The effects in Africa 
of a partial abolition, would be this, that the purchafers from Eu­
rope, being fewer in number, would have a greater choice of Slaves, 
equal to the whole demand of the Britiili merchants at prefent, 
which is ftated at 38,000 annually; whereby prime Slaves only 
would be faleable, and the aged and infirm (many of whom are 
now purchafed of neceffity) being rejecte~ in greater numbers than 
formerly, the horrid practice, which has long exifted among the 
Slave Merchants on the Coaft, of putting to death fuch of their 
captives as are brought to market and rejected by the Europeans 
would be more prevalent than ever. In the Britiili Weft Indies, 
the effect (however lightly felt at firft) muft neceiTarily, in the 
courfe of a few years, from an unavoidable decreafe, coniequent on 
the pre[ent inequality of the [exes, have this operation, that the 
labour which is now performed by a given number of Negroes, muft 
either be performed by a le[s number, or the Planter muft contract 
the limits of his plantation, and diminiili his produce. Thus, im-
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mediate intereft, and in many cafes urgent diftrefs from the impor­
tunity of creditors, will be fet in oppo/ition to the principles of 
j uitic(; and the diCtates of humanity. 

II. 
Re.folved, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That to con­

demn the Slave Trade, as peculiarly deftruCtive to Britilh Sea­
men (the contrary whereof is proved by the evidence of Vice Ad­
miral Edwards, before the Privy Council) and to adduce in proof 
thereof, the loifes fuftained on certain unhealthy parts of the Coaft, 
without taking into the account the loiles fuftained in other 
bra.nches of the African commerce; fuch as the ' wood and ivory 
trades, where the mortality principally occurs, and the increafe of 
leamen from fuch other parts of the Briti!h navigat.ion as are princi­
pally dependant on tbe African commerce; is partial and un juft. 
Among thefe branches may be .reckoned the Weft India and Lum­
ber Trades; and above all, thofe great nurferies for feamen, the 
Iriih, Britilh, Britilh-American, and Newfoundland filheries, the 
Gonfumption of herrings and falted filh by the Negroes being im­
menfe. We have likewife reafon to believe, that /ince the 1ate re­
.gulating aCt, the mortality of Britiil1 feamen in the Slave Trade 
.has decreafed nearly one half. 

111. 
Re.folrved, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That :the lofs 

·of Negroes, which is fometimes fufl:ained in the voyages from 
Africa, as well as.in the harbours of, this Iiland, between the days of 
arrival and fale, and which is ftated to happen from the mode of 
tranfporting them from the Coaft, being a remediable grievance, 
.affords no argument for a total fuppreilion of the Shwe Trade. 

IV. 
Re.folved, It is the opinion of the Joint Oommittee, That 110 juft 

eftimate can be formed of the effects which the regulating aCt of 
the Britilh Parliament, paffed in 1788, will ultimately produce in 
refpeCt of the lofs of SlaVles in, the Middle Paifage.; inafmuch as it ap­
pears from a return of Negroes, purchafed on the Coaft df Africa 
by Ihips that h:<ve entered in the port of Kingfton fince the 
firft of January laft; .that out of 2,099 S1aves, purcqafedon the 
Gold Coafl:, 2,042 have been ,fold in this Wand, a 10fs of only two 
and three-fourths per cent.; but that out of 2,550 Slaves purchafed 
in the Bite of Benin, only 1,642 have been fold; a lofs amounting 
to thirty-five and three-eighths per cent, and unknown before 
,any regulation took place. Two veifels hav.e fince arrived from 
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the fame eoaft, the Ann and the V u hure: thefe veffels purchaf­
ed iSS Slaves, .ofwhom only 14 have-died; a lQrs ·not exceeding one 
and -three-fevenths per cent. This amazing .difference, as appears' 
by the evidence taken <>n ,oath, is partly to be attributed to the 
fmall-pox, which .raged in fomeof the lhips, and .the meafles 
and flux, which broke out in others. The lofs by the fihlX was 
chiefly occafioned by the ufe .of unripe yams, for want of other 
provifions. 

V. 
Rtfohxd, It is the opinion of .the Joint Committee, That the 

number of Slaves at prefent in this Wand is about 250,000; of 
which, according .to the;: beft enquiries that ·can .be made con­
cerning the proportion of the fexes, there are J 40,000 males and 
I 10,000 females. It follows, therefore, that if future importations 
from Africa be difcontinued, there will unavoidably en(ue, from the 
difprQPortion of the fexes alone, a very great r-eciuction from the 
prefent number of our Slaves., before any augmentation can be ex­
peCted from natural increafeby genera-tion.: a .diminution which 
mull: not only pr-eclude all attempts at .the further improvement of 
our unfettled lands, but likewife occafion a proportionable deereafe 
in the prefent cultivation; it being an undoubted fact, that a1-
moft all-the plantations alreaq.y fettled are much under-handed. 

VL 
Rifohled, It is -the opinion of the Join>t Committee, That it 

is abfolutely impofiible to cultivate the Weft India Hlands, [0 

as to produce any commodities that would enrich the Mother 
Country, by White labourers. Fatal experience ·deffionftratcs the 
fallacy of fuchan expeCta.tioll-. In the year J 749, ~he legiilat.ure 
of this lfiaad :pa-fied a law, holding out _great encouragement 
for the introduCtion of White families into _ this Colony; which 
.proved ineffeCtual, very few families having come in confequence 
thereof-i ' and of thofe that came, ·not a vc.fi-ige is left. The 
.French miniftry, .in 1763, attempted to fettle a colony, by mean-s 
of White labourers, at Cayenne. OR the ,coaft of America: twelve 
thoufand miferab1e rpeople were the v.iCtimsof this impolitic 
fcheme. If further inftances are wanting, to prove thatEl:lro­
:peans cannot withftand the climate when ,expofed to the fun and 
the rains, recour.1C. may be had *<> the accounts <>f the fiege of 
Carthagena; the expedition to Cumberland Harbour; the fiege of 
tho Havanna; the r<ltur-ns ·of the regiments that came out under 
the command of General Garth in 1779 and 1780; and ,the expedi­
~ to Fort Saint Juan on the Spanilh Ma~o. 

VII . 



VII. 
Rifolved, It is OpInIOn of the Joint Committee, That, accord­

ing to the bell: eltimate which can be formed, this Ifland may be 
fiated to contain four millions and eighty thoufand acres ofland, 
of which not more than one fourth part, or about one million of 
acres, is at prefent in actual cultivation; and although a confider­
able part of the country, confill:ing of high mountains and rugged 
precipices, is incapable of improvement, yet it may be prefumed, 
that no part of the lands which are actually patented falls within 
that defcription; inafinuch as the owners thereof pay a quit-rent to 
the Crown for holding the fame; which quit-rent, and the arrears 
thereof collected fince Chrill:mas laft, amount to the fum of 
£. 27,000, or thereabouts, exclufive of £. 13,000 now in a train of 
fettlement. 

VlII. 
Rifolved, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That it ap­

pears from the offices of the Clerk of the Patents and Receiver 
General, that there are at this time patented in this Ifland, or 
t aken up by grants from the Crown, 1,907,589 acres of land; 
from which the quantity in actual cultivation being deducted, 
there will remain, with every allowance for unproductive terri­
tory, 900,000 acres of cultivable land yet unIettled; the whole 
of which, if the Slave Trade be abolifhed, mull: become an ab­
fo lute burthen and incumberance on its prefent proprietors, who 
will in fuch cafe be entitled as of right, and on the principles of 
11 3 tural jufiice, to the liberty of furrendering the fame back to 
the Crown, and receiving full compenfation for the capitals 
therein vefted, and all quit-rents paid on account thereof. The 
,£'\id land, valued only at £. 3 currency per acre, is worth 
£. 2,700,000 currency; equal to £. 1,928,500 il:erling. 

IX. 
Rifolved, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That .the Plan­

ters and Proprietors of Negroes in this Ifiand will in like manner be 
entitled to compenfation for the diminution which mull: neceifarily 
enfue in the number of our Slaves, {bould all further impor­
tations be difcontinued by authority of parliament; the prefent di[­
proportion between the fexes having arifen from cau-fes which are 
not imputable to us. With the reduction of our Slaves will like­
wife, unavoidably, happen a ,proportionate decreafe in .the value 
of our lands, buildings, and produce: for which, and all other 
loifesconfequellt on a change in the prefent fyll:em, it is the opinion 

~of the Joint Committee, that the ,inhabitants of this, and the reft 
.of 
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of His Majefiy's Sugar Colonies, are fairly and jufily entitled to 
compenfation; the faid Colonies having bC!Cn originally fettled 
under the moil: facred compacts with the Mother Country, fanc­
tioned by royal charters and prodamations, as well as by a fuccef­
fion of acts of parliament, authorizing and encouraging the Sla\'t 
Trade; particularly by the charters granted in 1662 and 1674 by 
king Charles II. which eftablilhed a Royal African Company, the 
laft of which was granted in confequeDce of an addrefs from both 
houfes of parliament; and by the acts of the yth and loth of 
William III. a period when the principles of civil liberty were mi­
nutely inveftigated, well underftood, and freely alierted; and, more 
recently, by the a6l: of the 23d of George II. which recites the uf('­
fulnefs ancL abfolute neceffity of the African Trade. Our claim of 
compenfation is founded in, and fupported by, not only the rules of 
natural as well as moral juftice, but by the expectatiens we are 
warranted to entertain from the examples of compenfation made 
by parliament to the Royal African Company, for the refumption 
of their lands, forts, &c. &c. (fee ftat. 25 Geo. II. c. 40) in 1752, 
and to the Britilh merchants and owners of lhips engaged in the 
African Trade, for loffes fuftained by them, in confequence of the 
act for regulating the Ihipping and carrying Slaves -in Britith veffels 
from the Coaft of Africa, paffed the laft feffion of the Britilh Par­
liament: And it is our opinion, that before any further meafures 
towards the abolition of the Slave Trade be taken by the p~rlja.­
ment of Great Britain, Commiffioners ought to be appointed for 
afcertaining the loffes to arife therefrom. 

X. 
Rrfllved, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That the 

charges which have been brought againft the Planters of this Wand, 
of improper and inhuman treatment of our Slaves, may be fully 
refuted and difproved; firft, by an appeal to Ollr lalVs; and 
fecondly, by the evidence of refpec1able men who have refided 
among us, and have been witne1fes to our manners. \Vhatever 
may be faid of our ancient Colonial Slave Laws, the acts which 
have been paffed within the laft ten years are written in characters 
of juilice, mercy, and liberality. Concerning the general treatment 
of our Slaves, we refer to the evidence already perfonally given to 
the Lords of the Council, by the Right Honourable Lord Rodney, 
Sir Peter Parker, Admiral Barrington, Sir Jolhua Rowley, Admiral 
Hotham, Vice Admiral Edwards, and Sir George Young; and to 
the further evidence that may be produced from gentlemen of 
character in England, who have refided many years in this Hland, 
and are intimately acquainted with our conduct and manners. We 
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. conceive that the teftimony of fuch perfons is unanfwerable and con­
Cl ulive, and {hall therefore only remark, that it is notorious our 

.Sla,yes in general are not only treated with kindnefs and humanity, 
but that they are alfo protected by law from immoderate chaftife-

, ment or cruel trea.tment, and enjoy more eafy, comfortable, and 
.happy lives, than multitudes of the labourers in Great Britain. 

XI. 
. Rl'jolved, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That in conll. 

dence of the validity of Plantation fecurity, and the fupport and en­
couragement the Sugar Colonies and the African Trade have hitherto 
expe rienced from Government, the merchants in Great Britain have 
been induced to en ter into very large advances, and engage in exten-
1ive loans to the Weft India Planters; and on the faith of an act of 
p,lrliamen t, pafied on purpofe to make the receiving of lix per cent. 
on colonial fecurities lawfu l in Great Britian, great numbers of pri­
vate. perfons at home, as well as the fubjects of foreign ftates, have 
]ikewife embarked confiderable fum s on mortgages, and have pur. 
chafed annu ities to a very large amount on Weft India eftates. ~ow, 
the Slave Trade being the great {ource of every Weft India improve_ 
ment, its abolition muft inevitably diminiili the value of all fuch [e­
curities, 'and drive, the creditors to ufe every means in their power to 
~xtricate their property from fuch a precarious fituation, to the im­
mediate diftrefs of the Planters and their families, and. the ultimate 
ruin' of many of the mortga.gees and annuitants t)!emfelves. 

XII. 
Rifolved, It is the opinion of the Joint Committee, That the 

prefent value of property in ' this mand may be fairly and realonably 
efl:imat~d as follows; viz. 250,000 Negroes4 at £.50 fterling per 

. head, is £ .12,500,000 : the patented lands, with their erection s, and 
the per[onal property appertaining thereunto, at double the value of 
the Negroes (being the moft general rule of valuation) amount to 
£.25,000,000: and the article .of houfes in .the towns, the coafting ' 
and trading vefiels, &c. may be elt.imated at one millioIl and a half 
at theleafl:; it appearing by the Report of the Committee of the 
Lords of the Privy Council, that the houfes in Kingfton and Spanilh 
Town are alone worth £.1,428,521 il:erl.ing. The total is, thirty­
nine millions of pounds .fterling; Tht! whole profits and produce of 
which capital, as alIo of the vario\,Js branches of commerce to 
which it gives rife, center in Great Britain, and add to the national 
wealth; while the navigation, neceffa.ry to all its branches, eftablilhe~. 
a ftrength which wealth can neither p.urchafe nor balance. 

AND 
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AND the feveral Exaf\linations taken in the faid Committee being 
read, were ordered to be entered, as follows: 

The Examination of Alexandre Lindo, of the Pari{h of 

Kingil:on, Efquire; taken in the Joint Committee on the 

Slave-Trade, in the moil: folemn Manner. 

~ I. Pleafe to inform the Joint Committee, whether a {hip 
named the King Pepple did not come configned to you from 
Bonny? 

A. The {hip King Pepple came configned to me from the 
,Bite of Benin. 

~ 2. Pleafe to fay,- whether a great mortality did not happen 
amongil: the Slaves in that lbip during her paffage, · and to what 
caufe was it owing? 

A. The mortality was very great. I -think the lofs in the Mid­
dle Paffage was about ISO, and 29 or thereabouts died after the 
Ship's arrival. The caufe of the mortality was an epidemic flux, 
principally occafioned, as I have been informed, and believe, by 
the fhip's taking on board on the Coaft a large quantity of unripe 
yams, the time of her failing not being the yam feafon, and the 
Captain could not therefore get better. 

I (Signed) ALEX1\NPR.E LIN po. 

The E;nmination of John Taylor, of the parifh of King­

fion, Efquire; taken in the Joint Committee on the 

Slave-Trade, in the moft [olemn Manner. 

Q. I. Pleafe to inform the Joint Committee, whether a (hip 
named the Eliza, Captain Bullock, came configned to you from 
Africa, with what number of Slaves~ and from what part of the 
Coaft [ 

A. The 
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A . The Eliza arrived to my addrefs from New Calabar, in 
the Bite of Benin: 283 Slaves were purchafed, and put on board 
that velTel on the Coafi; 210 were brought to this lnand in the 
velTel, of which I fold 180. 

~ 2. Can you affign the caufes of fuch mortality? 
A. I believe the fmall-pox of a malignant kind was the caufe 

of the great mortality. From the i11ip' s journal it appears, that, 
foon after leaving the Coafi, it was difcovered fome of the Slaves 
were infected with tlllt diforder, and it continued to rage amongfi 
them during the whole of the Middle PalTage, On the arrival of 
the i11ip, I immediately ordered fuch of the Slaves as did not appear 
to have caught the infection to be inoculated: 30 Slaves died af­
terwards; part of whom had the diforder in the natural way, and 
part were of thofe that had been inoculated. The whole lofs was 
103 Slaves. 

~ 3. Was there a furgeon on board during the voyage? and 
did the Slaves wan t provifions and other necelTaries, particularly me­
dicines? 

A. There was a furgeon on board during the voyage, and I em­
ployed an affifiant to him immediately on the {hip's arrival. The 
Slaves had proviiions and water in great abundance, and I did not 
hear they were in want of necelTaries of any kind. After the Slaves 
were difpofed of, more than a fufficient quantity of proviiions for 
the voyage tQ England were left on board the {hip; and I fold a 
quantity of both beef and bread in Kingfion. 

~. 4. Did the ft1rgeon inoculate any of the Slaves on board, 
before the i11ip's arrival? 

A. He did not. 

(Signed) JOHN TAYLOR. 

The 
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The Examination of Captain William Sherwood; taken in 

the Joint Committee on the Slave Trade, in the ·mo!l: 

folemn Manner. 

!'Z:. I. What !hip do you command, of what tonnage, and 
how many Slaves are you allowed to carry by the late regulat­
ing act? . 

A. I command the £hip Brothers of Liverpool, of 325 Tons; 
and am allowed by the regulating act to carry 459 Slaves, but 
took in only 455. 

~ 2. What part of the Coaft did you fail from taft, and how 
long was you there in gett.ing your cargo? 

A. I failed from Liverpool the 24th of June laft, and arrived at 
Bonny, in the Bite of Benin, on the zd of Auguft; from thence 1 
failed on the 20th of September, and arrived at Kingfton the loth 
of November laft, after a fine paff~ge of 50 d~ys .. 

~ 3. In what {tate of health were the Slaves when you pur­
chafed them .? 

A. Apparently healthy, but fome of them a little emaciated, 
which I imputed to their having .been brought from a vaft diftance 
inland in the rainy f~afon. 

~ 4. What was the mortality on hoard? 
A. I loft fixty - three in the lVIiddle Paffage. 

~ 5. Had you ever fuch mortality in any former voyage; and 
how many voyages have you been "s mal1er? 

A. Never in the fame proportioil-I have been ten voyages as 
mafter. 

~ 6. Can you affign the cau[es of the mortality in your prefent 
voyage? 

A. About eight or ten days after we left Bonny the meaf1cs 
broke out, 2nd carried off from fifty-i1ve to fixty of the Slaves; one 
died of apoplexy, and the TCft of fevers. 

6 N 
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~ 7. How many Slaves did you lofe between the days of ar­
rival and fale ? 

A. I loll: five--they had had the mealles before my arrival, 
and died of fluxes in confequence thereof; th ough I had them 
landed immediately on theIr arrival, and all powble care taken of 
them. 

st 8. Are you of opinion that the meafles and flux were the [ole 
cauCes of this great mortality ? 

A. I am fi rmly of opinion, if the contagious difiemper had 
not happened, that I {bould have brought the Slaves with as lit­
tle lofs as is [unained by {bips in general coming from that part of 
Africa. 

~ 9. Had you any Surgeons an :board? 
A. I had two on board. 

~ 10. How many of the feamen died? 
A. I had forty-two, and none of them died. 

~ I I. What quantity of provifions had you on 'board when 
you failed from Liverpool, and of what quality; and what provifions 
did you purchafc on the Coafi? 

A. I had, as nearly as I can recoJlea, fourt een tons of bifcuit, 
forty tons and thirty barrels of beef, fix barrels of pork, four tons of 
{belled beans, and three tons of flour, when I left Liverpool, all of 
good quality. I purchafed while on the CoafiJrom fixtcen to [even,. 
teen ·thoufand good found yams, each weighing, upon an average, 
about fcven pounds, from cigh t to tcn thOl1fand plantanes, and about 

' five or fix thoufand hcads of Indian .com, On my arrival I had left 
about feven tons of bifcuit, thrce thoufand .eight hUl1dred yams, 
:'ond about a ton and a half of beans, eleven tierces and feven barrels 
of becf, a ton and a half of flour, and twelve butts of water of a 
hundred and eighty ga llons .each. 

~ ) 2. 'W cre the Seamen and Slaves cohtinued at the lifual full 
allowance of provifions and water during the whole voyage? 

.A. They were. 

~ 13 . Is not the confiruaion and the C'onveniencies on board 
a Slave Ship of more conlequence to the health of the Negroes than 
confining the number of Slaves to a certain tonnage] 

.it. I think 
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A. I think the confl:ruCtion more material than the tonnage; in 
a long narrow {hip the air circulates more freely: a {hart quarter 
deck, no top-gaHant (orecafl:le, no gapgway, and a v,ery low waifl:, 
are circumfl:ances of greater advantage than a mere extenfion of 
tonnage. 

SQ. 14. Do you remember any infiance of the finall-pox taking 
place on board any vend under your command, during any paffage 
from the Coafl: of Africa? 

A. I went out in 1777, in the Jolhua:, a brig belonging t() 
Liverpool, for 120 Slaves, and took in 184 at the Ifle de Los, on the 
W ind ward Coafi: when I had got about 100 on board, I perceived 
one with the [mall - pox, which I immediately put on {hore, hoping 
to fiop the infeCtion, but about a fortnight after, on my going to fea, 
I found it had broke out again. 

~ 15 . Did you caufe the Slaves to 'be ihoculated at fea; and 
how long after the firfl: appearance of the di[order? 

A. 1 cau[ed them to be inoculated immediately on its appear-
ance, and all of them except took the infeCtion. 

~ 16. What fuccefs Mtended fuch inoculation 1 
A. I lofl: feven only out of the 184' 

§(. 17. Is the Iofs of feamen <m board a Slave Ship greater in 
proportion than that of landfmen; and would not the ieaioning of 
landfmen in the Wefl: Indies be as fa tal to them as on the COlfl: of 
l\frica? 

A . The greatefl: lofs is of landfmen-in rome parts of the W efl: 
Indies I think the lo[s of men equal to any lo[s I ever [ufl:'lined on the 
eoafl: of Africa. 

!t 18. Plea[e to fay whether, from your own experience, and the 
information of others, the late regulating aCt has in your opinion 
been of advantage? 

A . In [ome Ihips I think it has, and in others not. 

{Signed) 

R ES OLVED, 

\ 
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RES 0 L V ED, That the Houfe do agree to the Report. 

True Extr;u2s from the Minutes of the Houfe. 

GEO. FRENCH, 

Clerk to the Affembly. 
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IMPOR T and EXPOR T of Negroes, and Negroes re­
tainedin the Iiland, for 49 Years, viz.fmm 1739 to.I787, 
both incluiive; diihnguiihing the Years of War £r'om 
thofe of Peace. 

JAMAICA. 

Retained. 
Imported. Exported. 

f l 739 6,7 87 598 6, 189 I 1740 5,362 495 4,867 War with Spain -i 1741 4,255 562 3,693 I 1.742 5,067 792 4,275 ll743 8,926 1,368 7,55 8 

f I 744 8,755 1,331 7>424 War with Spain and I 1745 3,843 1,344 2,499 ~ 1746 4,7°3 1,502 3,201 
France 

ll747 10,898 3,37 8 7,S'10 1748 10,430 2,426 8,004 -War IO Years 69,026 13,796 55,230 

f l 749 6,85 8 2,128 4,730 I 175° 3,587 7 21 2,866 175 1 4,840 7 13 4, 127 Peace -~ 175 2 6,II7 1,038 5,°79 I 1753 7,66r 
902 6,759 1 1754 9,55 1 1,592 7,959 I L 1755 12,7 23 598 12, I 25 

Peace 7 Years 51,337 7,692 43,645 - --'--

f l 756 IJ,166 1,9°2 9, 264 , 1757 7,935 943 6,992 War with France _ ~ 1758 3,4°5 411 2,994 I 1759 5,212 681 4,53 1 I 1760 7,573 2,368 5,205 LI 76r 6>480 642 5,83 8 \lVar with France and { 1762 6,279 23 2 6,047 Spain 1763 10,079 1,5 82 8>497 
'Var 8 Years 58, 129 8,76 I 49,]63 

6 0 
Peace 
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Imported. Exported. Retained. 

r l 764 10,'213 '2,639 7,574 
17 65 8,95 1 '2,006 6,945 
1766 .10,208 67'2 9,536 
1/67 3,'248 375 '2,873 
17 68 5,950 485 5A65 

P eace 17 69 3,575 420 3,155 
I 1770 6,8'24 836 5,988 l <77 ' 

4,18 3 67 1 3,5 12 
177'2 5,'27 8 923 4,355 
1773 10,7'29 587 10,14'2 
1774 17,686 2,65 8 15 ,028 
177 5 17,364 3,494 13,870 

Peace 1'2 Years 10.i.,209 15,766 88,443 

War with America - { ~~;~ 18AOO 3,384 T 5,016 
5,607 55 8 5,049 

~ . r l 778 5, 191 77 2 4A1 9 
War with America, af- I 1779 3,343 484 '2,859 
lifted by France, Spain, ~ 1780 3,267 25 2 3,015 
and Holland - I 17 81 7,049 '294 6,755 

L 17 82 6,'29 1 1,868 4,4'23 

War 7 Years 49,148 7,612 4 1,536 

r 17 83 9,644 64 9,5 80 
I 17 84 15,468 4,635 10,833 

Peace -~ 17 85 1 1,046 4,667 6,379 
I 17 86 5,645 3,7 64 1,88 I 
L 17 87 5,703 2,15 8 3,545 

Peace 5 Years 47,506 15,'288 32,218 

A B S T RAe T. 



War 
Peace 
War 
Peace 
War 
Peace 
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A B S T R A C T. 

Yea". Total retained. Average per Annum. 

10 55,230 5,52 3 
7 43,645 6,235 8 49,368 6,17 1 J2 88,443 7,370 
7 4 1,536 5,79 1 
5 32 ,218 6,444 

49 3 10,440 

A V ERA G E S. 

War 
25 Years. 

-

Peace: 
24 Years. 

3) 20,049 

6,68 3 
5,828 

Peace, Annual Average, exceeds War - 855 

Annual a vera~e retained for 49 Years 6,335 

,A. ceo U NT 



A C C 0 U N T of the VeJTels, and Amount of thei r Caigoes, now employed by the Merchants of Liverpool in the African 
Slave Trade-3d March 1790. 

O WN E R S. Ships Nam es. T ons. Seamen. Value of Ship and Cargo. 
Outfit. 

Amount. T otal Amount. 

------------ --- --- ----- - ------- --
John Dawfon - - Money Hill - - 385 45 6,'25 8 - - 13,827 - - 20,08 5 - -

Ditto - - Dragon - - - 300 40 2,857 -- 9,844 - - 12,701 - -
Dino - - rhomas - - - 225 35 2,139 - - 5,9 17 - - 8,056 - -
Ditto - - Benjamin - - 196 35 3,994 - - 5,559 - - 9,553 - -
Ditto - - H ero - - - 365 45 3,7 24 - - 11,464 - - 15,1 88 - -
Ditto - - Ellen - - - 134 25 1,500 - - 7,26 5 - - 8,7 65 - -
nit~o - - P lince - - 55 IS 989 -- 1,9°8 - - 2,897 - -
Ditto - - Young H ero - - 80 15 1,5 83 - - 1,97 1 - - 3,554 - -
Ditto - - Margaretta - - ·80 IS 500 -- 2,020 - - 2,5 20 - -
Ditto - - Maria - - - 5° 12 809 -- 823 -- 1,63 2 - -
Ditto - - Anna - - - 5° 12 677 -- 1,682 - - 2,359 - -
Ditto - - Amery - - - 55 12 77 8 -- 321 - - 1,099 - -
Ditto - - Charlotte - - 5° 12 25° -- 1,150 - - 1,4° 0 --
Ditto - - Trinidada Packet - 5° 12 735 -- 1,100 -- 1,83 5 - -
Ditto - - Eliza - - - 100 20 2,050 - - 2,050 - - 4,100 --
Ditto - - Brothers - - 32 5 40 4,000 - - 7,820 - - 11,820 - -
Ditto - - Princefs Royal - - 400 45 5,000 - - 9,07 8 - - 14,0]8 - -
Dilto - - Garland - - - 525 50 3,500 - - 11,203-- 14,7°3 --Ditto - - Blaydes - - 3c6 40 3,020 - - 7,934 - - 10,954 - -

--- ----

Inful'ance on £.14.7,299, at £. 6 per C' 
147,299 - -

- 9,4° 0 - -
I 50 ,/)99 

~ 

\.n. 
o 
o 

1--1 



-----

William Boats, and Co. -'- Jane 242 35 3,907 6 9 7,287 19 4 11,195 6 I I Ditto - Vulture 3 15 43 5,699 10 4 8,5 13 17 6 14,21 3 7 10 Ditto - Gregfon 25 8 40 5,300 9,700 1-5,000 Ditto - E liza 348 40 7,103 17 7 8,7 66 15,869 17 7 Ditto - King Peppell 323 40 6,757 9 8,621 6 6 15,378 15 7 Ditto - Ann 22 2 36 4,822 19 5 6,99 2 6 7 Ii,8 15 6 Ditto - Mary Ann 136 26 3,5 21 4 II 5,32 9 3 9 8,850 8 8 Ditto - Squirrel 180 36 4,502 17 5 2,660 14 6 7,163 II II Ditto - Ranger . 110 25 3,100 284 10 - 3,384 10 Ditto - T homas 26 5 35 5,500 - 9,000 14,500 Ditto - Betfey 143 30 4,030 -- 5,300 9,330 --
-. -/ ,.--, 

I nfu rance on 126, 70 r. 3. 8, at £.6 per C' - / 120,701 3 8 
8,060 -

l.n. 
134,7 61 3 8 0 

~ · Tarletons and Backhoufe - Mary Ann 186 30 2,962 17 2 4,480 14 10 7,443 12 Ditto E liza 166 24 2,128 g I I 5,17 6 19 II 7,305 8 101 "-.J Ditto Banaftre 148 25 2,003 18 6 3,199 10 10 5,203 9 4 Ditto Venus 159 24 1,907 6 8 4,642 17 5 6,550 4 I Ditto Fanny 180 23 2,337 16 2 5,292 3 9 7,629 19 II e-. Ditto - Mary 164 24 1,969 II 4 4,65 2 9 10 6,622 2 '"d Ditto - Bridget 295 35 3,257 12 7 10,604 17 6 13,862 10 --- --- ----!.--
Carried over 

54,61 7 5 5 
Carried forwards 7,57 I 1,096 1I5,175 16 10 

29 1>460 3 8 



o w ~ E R S. 

A:r.c;';:). brought forward 

T "r::~()::, and Backhoufe -
D'to - -
Ditto - -
D icto - -

Harper and Brade - -
Ditto - -

• Ditto - -
Dino - -
Dino - -
Ditto - -

-
J eorge Cafe and Co. -

Dino - -
D itto - -
Ditto - -
D ilm - -

'. 

, 
Dm' '6 5 

.. . . 

I 

Ships "ame,. Ton •. ,~". Vo" o,,";,~' \ Ca:go. 
Oall". 

--- ---
- - 7,57 1 1,095 115,175 16 10 -
C anied forward - - - - -

Toms - - 2,0 36 4,500 -- 8,800 - -
P"'ggy - - 42 1 1'2 793 17 '2 1,.;.00 - -
T ryall - - 28° 1 35 3,500 - - , 7,:'55 1+ 2 

Infurance on £. 8:J,8; 1. J 6. 9, at £ .6 per C' -

Bell - - ' 1481 35 3,4-30 4 8 4,146 6 -
Margery - - 157 1 36 3,210 13 7 4,3~0 12 3 
Mary - - - 118 30 '2,5 83 7 10 3,757 17 '2 
Anne - -

1
4

8/ 36 3,'02 5 5 4,302 10 2 
Amacree - - 205 3' 3,5+8 - 1 5,3 19 3 9 
Ally - - - 186 3 1 3,'34- 5 I 5,037 2 4 

-- Infurance on £ .4),952.8.4, at£.6 per C' -

Molly - - 279 4° 4,68 5 10 - 8,562 10 -
Viper - - - 25 ~ 43 3,242 '9 - 3,83'2 + -
Gipfey - - 147 25 1,9°6 16 - 2,8+5 19 -
Eliza - - = 1 

216 3 1 2,195 -- 3,550 - -
Arid - 8~ 10 1,000 -- 3,000 --

Infurance on £ . 34,8 :'0. 18, at £ . 6 per C', is -

\ 
I 

Amooo:. ! 
- I 

54,61 7 5 5 
13,300 - -

'2,198 17 '2 

10,,55 '4 '2 

80,8, , 16 9 
4,85+ --

- ,5 - 6 10 81 
':" ,59' 5 10 

6,34 1 5 -
7,404 IS 7 
8,867 3 10 
8,J]I 7 5 

45,95'2 8 4 
2,700 --

13,248 - -
7,075 3 -
4,752 15 -
5,745 - -
4,000 --

34,820 18 -
2 , 100 --

-

Tc:a1 Amcoct. 

~ 

3b ,9 

r"""1 

Ion 
o 
N 

L..-I 



George -
Will - \ 

Z9
S

\ 39\ 3,336 - -I 5,311 
237 27 2,391 - - 3,461 
128 20 2,357 - - 2,425 

, 

Infurance on £'19,281, at £.6 per C' 

!ohiiailir Thomas Hodgfon IISall 
and Co. - - S y 3671 37

1 
2,97 0 8 41 10,039 8 2 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

-,Mary 5,05 2 I7 II 

Fly -
Heart of Oak 

931 16 1 1,456 - -I 3,637 19 8 

Mercer 54 10 53 1 3 41 1,618 14-
Lively 160 30 800 -- 2,2CO ---

- ,Amity 90 20 SOO --
- George 70 15 300 --

Racehorfe 30 10 200 --
Hope - 60 15 400 --
37 other Sloops, Schoon- I _ 

2,5 60 - -ers, and Boats 

Infur:lIlce on £.40,705, I. 9, at £ .6. per C' 

James 
201 Gremelas or Black J 

Servants, not conG· 
dered, though pur­
chafed at this Sum -

78 500 --

Carried forwards -I 11,77 81 1,7661 174>425 7 4 
----'---1-----

8,647 - - 1 
5,85 2 - - I 
4,7 82 - _ , 

19,281 - -
1,158 --

'13,009 8 6 

5,?52 17 11 

5,094 7 2 

8,338 10 10 

2,149 17 4 
3,000 --

I 600 --
300 --
200 --
400 --

2,560 --

40,7 05 1 9 
2.450 - --

43, 155 I 9 
500 --

4,020 --
---

- -

20,43 

{There Go 
in thi • ., 

I Thefe Go 
Vclrtlo 

t,·~·,·, c.are of 
be of lit 

{on the ( 
and in I 

wou.ld be 

47,67 

9--

ds was {eat out 
I.!ilel on Freight. 

d$ rent in this 
Freight. 

n A.fric3, and in 
Aboli tion would 
c or D.O Value. 

oall: of Afri ca, 
I(e of Abolition 
Gf no Value. 

9 

530,873 8 6 
----

\ 

r--I 

v, 
o 

w 

L-..I 
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OWN E R S. Ships Na:nes. Tons. Seamen. Value of Ship and Cargo. Outfit. 

--- --- ------- ------
Amount brought forward - - - 11,77 8 1,766 174,425 7 4 - -

Thomas Staneforth and Co. Prefident - - 254 4.6 3,030 - - 4570 - -
Ditto - - Hornett - - 142 3 1 2,250 -- - 4,250 - -
D itto - - 1EolllS - - 159 34 3,250 -- 5,000 - -
Ditto - - Comet - - 170 30 2,800 - - 3,000 - -
DittO - - Broukes - - 350 49 5,250 - - 14,500 - -
Ditto - - Kitty - - 350 39 5,500 - - 11,700 - -

It, 
Infurance on £. 65,100, at £.6 per Ct, is - -

J ofeph Ward and Co. - Rore - - 147 35 2,85 2 - - 4,036 J 5 -
Ditto - - Fancy - - 18 3 38 3,166 10 - 5,5 88 6 -
Ditto - - Hazard - - 126 25 chartered . 4,759 - -
Ditto - - Little Joe - - 136 .1 0 2,370 - - 4,800 15 -
Ditto - - Jo(eph - - 130 38 3, 273 - - 5,0]2 6 6 

Infurance on £.35,91 7. 17. 6, at £.6 per Ct, is -
Ralph Fifher and Co. - Brothers - - Il9 30 J,800 - - 3,220 J II 

Dino - - Edgar - - 159 30 3,200 - - 4,593 6 10 
Ditto - - Martha - - 149 35 3,000 -- 4,003 J 5 9 DittO - - Filher - - 186 35 3,400 -- 4,81 9 6 4 
Ditto - - Iris - - 280 35 3,200 - - 7,500 - -

In[urance on £. 38,736. 10. 10, at £. 6 per Ct, is -
M:tst '1 • w dol'" I L._ 

Amount. 

- -
7,600 - -
6,500 - -
8,250 - -
5,800 --

19,750 - -
17,200 - -

65,100 - -
3,906 - -

---

6,883 15 -
8,754 16 -
4,759 - -
7,170 - -
8,345 6 6 

35,9 17 17 6 
2,155 - -

5,020 I I I 

7,793 6 10 
7,003 15 9 
8, 21 9 6 4 

10,700 - -

38,736 10 10 

2,3 24 - -

Total Amount. 

530,873 8 

69,006 - -

38,072 17 

41,060 10 I 

6 

6 

o 

r--'\ 

l.n 
n 
+-
l--I 



William Dickfon 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Robert Bo!1:ock and Co. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

John Fifher 
0\ D itw 

P 
D ilw 
Ditto 
Dina 
Dina 
Ditto 

Ellis, Bent, and Co. 
Ditto 

- IBenfon 169 49 2,1)86 .1 3 3,699 6 2 

- Ijames 100 29 2,467 16 3 2,782 16 6 
- Mary 27~ 45 4,284 17 7 3,527 17 
-lSally 19 6 440 - 3 None 

Infural1ce on £.2.0,188. 17. I, at £.6 per C'j is 

_ILittle Ben 

I 45 1 16 \ 
814 4 6/ 2, 136 1 -

- Jcmmy 83 22 1,653 7 2 3,675 J 2. 

- Befs 13 2 26 2>400 - - 4,797 12 8 

In furancc on £.15,476. S. 6, at £. 6 per C', is 

- Robu!1: 3 13 52 4,000 - 5,700 
Phil ip Stephen 114 31 2,400 - 4,050 
Affiftance 37 17 800 - 1,680 
Fifher 411 
Gainlborough 50 ',OOO} 

500 None None - On the Swcks, ready to launch 3,000 
- Ditto 

-JElIis 
_lClemifon 

Ditto Ditto 1,200 

Infurance on £. 18,630, at £. 6 per C', is 

=1 3331 
247 

44 1 
23 

5,770 -1 11,800 
2,600 - 2,400 

Infurance on £.22,57°, at £.6 per Ct, IS 

Carried forwards -117,149 1 2,6861261,083 6 4 1 

6,68 5 9 
5,250 12 
7,812 14 

4+0 

20,188 17 
1,21 I 

2,950 5 
5,318 10 
7,197 12 

15,47 6 
928 

9,7 00 
6>450 
2,480 
3,000 

500 
3,000 
1,200 

26>330 
1,117 

8 

5 
9 
8 
3 

6 
4 
8 

6 

17,570 - -
5,000 --

22,570 -

2I,399 17 

16,40 4 8 6 

27,+47 --

1,354 ~ 23,9 24 _ 

768 ,188 2 5 

,--, 

LTl. 
o 

In 

I...-J 



Ships Names. Tons. Seamen. Value of Shi p and 
Outfit. Cargo. 

--- ---
- - - 17,149 2,686 261,083 6 4 - -
· Bloom - ' - 143 27 2,307 19 8 3,67 2 - 4 
· Bud - - 162 30 2,003 16 8 3,896 3 4 

King Grey - - 145 35 2,5 26 9- 4,2 10 9-

T 

In[urance on £. 18,616. 18. -, at £ .6 per C', is -

· Hammond -

I 9
6

) 20 / 1,800 - -I 2,600 - -
· Liverpool Hero 226 26 2, 800 - - 5,000 - -
· Vale - 208 28 2>400 - - 5,300 - -

J 

In[urance on £. 19,900, at £. 6 per C', is -

Fanny - - 106 30 1>470 - - 2,850 - -
- Othello - - 150 30 2,600 - - 5,000 - -
· Per[everance - 300 - 2,400 -- - -
· Mars - - 147 - 1,400 - - - -

T 

In[urance on £. 11,920 $, at £.6 per C· -

Colonel -
=1 1191 3

0
\ J,706 - -I 3,3 18 --

, Renown - 195 35 2,500 - - 5,830 - -

T 

In[urance on £. 13,354, at £.6 per 0, is -

Amount. 

- -

5J980 - -
5,900 - -
6,736 18 -

18,616 18 -
I II" --, , 

4,400 - -
7, 800 - -
7,700 - -

19,900 - -
1, 194 - -

4,3 20 - -
7,600 - -
2,400 --
1>400 - -

15,7 20 - -
61 5 - -

-------

5,024 - -

8,330 - -
-----

13,354 --
801 --

----- 14,155 

r-J 

l.T'l 
o 
0"1 

' L--J 



-

Francis Ingram and Co. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

• 

-,Sarah 
- Eagle 

-IE~liott 
- Kitty 
- Mary 

Richard Wilding and Co. -IDiana 

Thomas Parke and Co. 

Jofeph Caton 

Thomas Leyland and Co. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

-'Alice 

-'Rodney 

-INed - Kitty 
- Chriftopher 
- Hannah 

" 

John and J a' Afpinall and Co. I Beatrice 

=1 28 9\ 
90 

351 3,500 - -I ,,000 - -
IS 800 - - 1,700 - -

Infurance on f.. 15,000, at f.. 6 per Ct, is 

I 
400

1 
350 

75 

59

1 
39 
20 

5,952 I -\ 16,160 7 3 
5,236 9 4 11,308 9 8 
2,020 12 - \ 4,200 17 

Infurance on f.. 44,87 8• 16. 3, at f.. 6 per C', is 

-I 248 1 351 3,5 80 - -I 8,330 - -
Infurance on f.. 11,910, at f.. 6 per C,, is 

-I 2051 351 4,300 - -I 7,400 - -
Infurance on f.. 11,700, at f.. 6 per Ct, is 

-I 300 1 351 2,990 - -I 7,3 2 5 
Infurance on f.. 10,3 I 5, at f.. 6 per CO, is 

193 
146 
170 

192 

30 

28 
3° 
30 

2,200 
2,45 6 5 10 
1,988 2 4 
3,020 5 

7,210 
5,434 2 2 
6,3 20 19 7 
5,720 7 7 

InfiJrance on £. 34,349. 18 . ] I, at £.6 per C', is -

-I 16 91 26 1 2,188 5 21 3,390 13 3 
In(urance on £'5,578. 18. 5, at £. 6 per C', is 

Carried forwards - 21,9731 3,39413 2),229 s 9 -·=-1 
~ Sic Orig. 

12,500 --
2,500 --

15,000 
900 

22,112 8 3 
16,544 19 -
6,221 9-

44,87 8 16 3 
2,692 --
-----

11,910 
7 14 

11,700 --
702 --

10,3 1 5 - -
620 --

9,410 --
7,890 8-
8,309 I 1 I 

8,740 9-1 
-----

34,349 18 I I 

2.,06 1 

5,578 18 5 
335 

'5,900 --

47,570 16 3 

12,624 --
r-1 

V. 
12,402 _ _ 0 

'-l 

l-l 

10,935 - -

36,410 18 II 

5,9 1 3 18 5 

981,262 14 --



OWN E R S. Ships Names. 

Amount brought forward 

Cro/bic and Greenwood - ,Endeavour -

Andrew Aikin -, Margaret t 

Alexad~r Willock and Co. -/ Boyne 

Robert Ward and Co. -'Peggy 

Thomas Hinde, Son, :lnd Co. I Golden Age 

Thomas and Wi11iam Earle -I Lord Stanley 
Ditto - Maria -

James Penny and Co. 
Ditto 

-,Madam Pookato 
- Shelburne CaCHe 

~."". 
.~ 

Tons. I Seamen. Value of Ship and I 
Outfit. 

Cargo. 

21,973 / 3,394 1327,229 8 91 

-, 73 1 20 1 77 1 -- 1,419 - -
Infurance on £ . 2,190, at £.6 per cr, is 

-I 1121 23 1 1, 97 8 II -I 3,504 11 10 
Infurance on £.5,583. 2. 10, at £.6 per C', is 

- I 2('6 1 30 1 2,700 - - 1 7,5°0 
I nfurance on £. 10,200, at £.6 per C', is 

-I 81 1 141 733 7 41 2,477 19 
Infurance on £,3,21 I. 6. 7, at £. 6 per C' is 

- 1 377 r 50 1 4':;00 - - r 8,677 
I nfurlnce on £. 12,977 , at £. 6 per C' 

=1 240 I 
27 1 

4S 1 3,000 - -I 
52 3,°58 - -

Infurance on £.19,558, at £. 6 per C', is 

=1 1141 
130 

20\ 1,250 -I 
20 1,400 -

Infurance on £.8,250, at £. 6 per C', is 

6,00:) 
7,500 

2,600 
3,000 

3 

Amoul\t~ 

2,19° 
121 

5, 583 2 10 
335 

10,200 
6 r2 

3,211 6 7 
192 

12,977 
77~ 

9,000 
10,55 8 

19,558 
. 1,173 

3,8 50 --

4,4° 0 - -

8,25 0 - -

495 --

T otal Amou nt. 

981,262 14 -

2,3 11 - -

5,918 2 10 

10,812 - -

3,4°3 6 7 

13,75 5 - -

20,73 1 - -

8,7+5 

r-i 

lA 
o 
00 

t.......J 



Willock, Sowrey, and CO. -I Molly 
Ditto - Hope 

Greaves and Denifon 
Ditto 

-, Catharine 
- Mary 

John Chambers, Jones, and Co. I Chambers 

0'\ Leclwell, Rodie, and Dover _,I Sea Flower 
~ 

>­
(') 

Jonathan Ratcliffe --, Nancy 

John and Patrick NewJey -I Ellen 

William Bramwell -I Nancy 
Thomas, Richard, and Willm l L d I 

Cha' Lake __ __ sang a e 

=1 II41 
160 

30 I 2>420 - -I 3,800 - -
35 2,850 - - 5,600 

Infurance on £. 14,670, at £.6 per Ct, is 

=1 100
1 130 

151 436 7 101 2,491 14 
25 1,19 1 5 9 1,9'7 6 9 II 

Infurance on £,.6,095: 17. 4, at £.6 per Ct is 

-I 2331 30 1 2,250 - -I 6,239 - -
Infurance on £.8,489, at £. 6 per Ct, is 

-I 871 151 1,5 20 - -I 2,175 
Infurance on £,3,695, at £.6 per Ct, is 

-I 1021 201 2,400 - -I 3,400 - -
Infurance on £.5,800, at £.6 per Ct, is 

-I 8~1 151 1,020 -- -I 2,220 - --
Infurance on £,3,240, at £.6 per Ct, is 

..-

106 

209 

600 ---

500 ----

24,907 1 3,8531 361 ,608 ~ 8 
----1------1---·--------,---------

(') Number of Ships 
o Number of Tons 
c:: Number of Seamen 
Z Value of Ships and Outfit 
., Total Amount 

139 
24,907 

3,853 
_.£. 361,608 - 8 

1,°92,546 - 9 

I 6,220 - -
8,450 - ---------

14,670 - -
880 --------- 15,550 

2,928 I 10 
3,167 IS 6 

6,095 17 4 ' 
366 ---

6,461 17 4 
8,489 - -

509 ---
8,998 

3,695 -- - .--, 
221 --

------- 3,916 ~ 
5,800 -- -.0 

348 --
6,148 ~ 

3,240 -- - : 
194 ----

3,434 

- -- 600 

- - 500 

-- - 1,092 ,546 - 9 ---



A C co '(j NT of the Kumber of' Men who have been difcharged by the different Maller Tradefmen of Liverpooi f 

employed in . the African Sl~ve Trade only, a11d are now out of Work, or gone to other Places, in Confequence 

of the Refi'riCtions laid on that Trade by Patliament; with the particular Occupations of eacn,' and the Amount 

of Wages paid them in One Year. 

MASTER. TR AD ES ME N. Men, and their Occupuions. Wages per Week. Amour.t Wages. Total of Wages. 

---~ ............ ------------------------1 -
Shipwrights -'388 Journeymen Ship-wrights, averaged at 

74 Sawyers 
53 Ship-joiners 
24 B1ackfiniths 
31 Ship.bo[crs -
f9 Treenail and Wedgo-lTlakers 
18 Ship-painters 
82 Labourers 

...... 

Wages paid in One Year by the Shipwrights -

--I '-s Journeymen :Boat· bunders, at 
6 Sawyers . 
3 Blackfmiths 
2 Boat-pai~tfrs 
6 Labourers 

Wages paid in One-Year by the :BOI~b1.iild.ers 

IS s. per Week, is 
14S. ditto 
14S. ditto 
14S. ditto 
13S. cl itto 
1 I s. ditto 
r 4S. ditto 
lOS. ditto 

,Ss.perWeek,i5 
'45. ditto 
'4S. ditto 
14S. ditto 
lOS. ditto 

-

15,13 2 - -
2,693 12 -

1,92 9 4-
873 12 -

1,047 16 -
543 s-
655 4-

2,IJ2 - - ' 

975 
218 8-
209 4-
72 16 -

156 ............. 

. 25,006 J8 -

1,631 8 

t--1 

\..n 

;; 
L-.J 



0-

en 

~ 
t"" 
~ 

Coopers 
Houfe-carpenters 
Plumber and Glaziers 
Braziers 
Block and Pump-makers 
Anchorfmiths 
J Fonmongers 
Sail-makers 
Ropers 
White Coopers 

120 Journeymen Coopers, at 
57 Journeymen Houfe-carpmters 

6 Journeymen P1umber and Glaziers 
14 Journeymen Braziers 

9 Journeymen Block and Pump makers 
6 Journeymen Anchorfmiths 

10 Journeymen Ironmongers 
18 Journeymen Sail-makers 
26 Journeymen Ropers 
10 Journeymen White Coopers 

1007 Tradefmen and Labourers 
22 Mafters of Africa? Slave Ships 
47 Matts D" Do 

356 Seamen 

ISS. per Week, is 
I4S. ditto 
15 s. ditto 
ISS. ditto 
IV. ditto 
14S. ditto 
14S. ditto 
IS s. ditto 
12S. ditto 
I ~S. d~tto 

£." 

4,680 -
2,074 16 

234 -
546 
280 16'-
218 8-

364 --
702 
SII 4-
390 

36,939 8-
r-'-l 

~ ... 
fool 

143 2 Now out of employ in the Town ef Liverpool, or gone to othCi:f Places in confequence of the 
Rei'hictions laid on by -Parliament. L-J 

N. B. In 17 87 there were only 7 19 Perfons, in the Poor Houfe of this Town; but in confequence of the. Reftrictions on 
the African Slave Trade, there are now in. the Poor }Iou~ 1227; which makes an Increafe of 508 . 

In addition to the above, the Nlim,ber of Poor relieved out of the Houfe are now 1060;. Wen ~n 17"87 7
00

.­
Increafe 3-1-0. 

Liverpool, 
15 th March, 1790. 

SAM U E L G R E E N. 
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A I,ifr of African Ships laid up in 
Liverpool, in Confequence of the 
RefrriCtions on the Trade. 

Tons. 
Perfeverance 400 
Three Brothers 260 
Elliot 400 
Kitty 350 

James 100 
Comet 254 
Langdale 209 
Gainfborough 50 
Iris '280 

Stag 159 
Brooks 350 
Golden Age 377 
Juba 300 
Brothers 3 25 
Jofeph 43° 
Lord Stanley 24° 
King Grey 145 
Nancy - . - - 102 
Two new Ships in Diverryhoufe's 

Yard, which cannot be fold 300 
One Db in FiIher's DO. 160 
One DO in Baldwin's DO 175 

'2'2 Ships of 

A LiR nf African Ships fold out of 
the Trade, or fent upon other Voya­
ges, in Confequence of the Refiric­
tions on the Trade. 

Tons. 
Tartar 190 
Tom 206 
Mermaid 300 
Lady PenrhYI1 200 
Hean of Oak 15° 
Apollo I71 
Abigail 130 
Toms 270 
Fanny 180 
John 200 
Mungo 260 
Catharine 94 
Neptune 260 
Hawke 15° 
Nancv 200 
Jo{.hua 100 

16 Ships of Tons 3,061 
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MINUTES OF THE EVIDENCE 

TAKEN BEFORE THE 

S E LEe Teo M MIT TEE, 

APPOINTED FOR THE 

EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES 

ON THE 

S L A VET R A D E, 

Reported dl: APRIL, 1790, 

'Vitneffes Examined, 

Mr. F U L L E R, 
Mr. NOR R IS. 

N° 8. 



MIN U T E --S, 

REP 0 R TED TOT H E H 0 USE. 

yovis, 1
0 die Aprilis 1790. 

.' 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed for the 
Purpofe of taking the Examination of fuch Witne1fe~ 

as fhall be produced on the Part of the {everal Peti­
tioners, who have petitioned the Houfe Of Commons 
againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade. in purfuance 
of the InftruCtion from the Houfe. of the 23,d Day 'of 
February lail, proceeded to take the Examination of 
Captain Hall, Mr. Falconbridge, and Mr. \\Tilfon.­
And, having been informed. that Captain Lace could 
give fume material Information touching feveral Cir­
cumftances mentioned in the Evidence of Captain Hall. 
they thought proper to take his Examination alfo. 

Lunce, 1
0 die Martii 1790. 

CAP T A I N J 0 H N ASH LEY HAL L. 

What is your prefent fituation ? 
I command a ihip in the \-Veil: India trade, belonging to the 

port of London. 

Have you been in the African Slave Trade-; in what years, and 
in what capacities? 

I have, in the years 1772, 1773, 1774, 1775, and 1776. I 
have made two voyages to the Coat1: of Africa on board the fhip 

6 T Neptune, 
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Neptune, John Smith, malter, belonging to London, as 'third. 
hlate, fecond mate, and chief mate. 

To what par ts of the Coalt ? 
We touched at Cape Mount, on the Windward Coalt, and 

fai led along 010n!{ fometimes anchoring, trading for rice, till we 
reached Cape Palmas. From thence we faiJed, the firft voyage, 
to the river Del Rey, in the Bight of Biaffra, where we flaved. , 
The fccond voyage, we failed from Cape Palmas to the river Del 
Rey; but finding trade very du ll, we went from thence to the 
ri\'cr Old CahbM, where we !laved. 

By whom and in what l1l1nner were the Slaves you purchafed 
brough t to the {hips? 

They were brought on board by the Black traders, with their 
arms pinioned behind them, and fometimes I have feen four or five 
of them with collars about their necks, and chained together. 

Did thefe traders go for them on your arrival; did they go 
armed, or in ".chat manner? 

They always went after the arrival of the {bip. with the goods 
they got from the {hip; they went in war - canoes. I have 
feen from three to ten canoes in a fleet, each canoe having on 
board from forty to fixty paddlers, and from twenty to thirty trad­
ers, and other people with a number of muikets, I {bould fup ­
pofe one to each man, with a three or four pounder lafhed down 
on the bow of the canoe. 

How long were they generally abfent? 
From ten days to about three weeks. 

Did you hear from thefe traders how they got their Slaves? 
I have frequently , enquired the mode of purchafing the Slaves 

inland, and been informed by the traders, that they were prifon­
ers of war, and fold by: the people who captured them . 

. Did you ever fee Slaves brought on board with wounds upon 
them, and in what proportion? 

I never faw one brought on board with a frdh wound; 1 have 
fometimes feen them, but not often, with old fears. 

Did you ever hear Slaves in the Welt Indies defcribe the methods 
by which they became Slaves; and what was their account? 

I have frequently aiked them now they became Slaves; and they 
have conltantly faid, they ""{ere either furp~ized in their towns or 
at work: in the fields, or taken in fixed battle. 

Were 
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Were children from eight to twelv.e or thirteen years of age 
brought to be fold, and were thefe brought with or without their 
parents or other near relations, for whofe crimes they might be 
fuppofed to have been condemned, and in whofe puni{}ummt to 
be involv:ed ? 

I have frequently feen Slaves brought on board from eight to 
thirteen years of age; they always came without any relations; r 
never knew but one inftance to the cCHltral'Y, which was a woman 
with a child, about fix weeks old, fucking at the breail:. 

Is it ufual in the Rivers Calabar and Del Rey to trade by 
means of pawns? 

That is the way the trade is carried on in thofe two rivers. 

Of whom are thefe pawns fuppofed to conGfl: ? 
Very often they are the fons and daughters of the traders, who 

bring them on board as their pawns. 

Did you ever obferve in the Africans any indifference as to the 
fate of the pawns, who had been put into your hands as fecurities 
for your goods? 

They were always particularly anxious about the fate of the 
pawns, and feemed very much difrreffed whenever they took up 
an idea that the !hip would fail away with the pawns. 

Did you ever obferve in any of the king's houfes in Africa a 
confiderable number of guns which were faid to be kept for {hew? 

J never faw more guns in the houfes of the kings and prin­
cipai traders than app.eared to be for ufe. and thofe were never trade 
'guns, but of a better fort; on the fea coafr they were afraid to fire 
a trade gun. 

Can you give any account of a remarkable tranfaCtion faid to 
,have happened at Old Calabar in the yelr 1767 ? 

In the river Old Calabar there are two towns, the one called 
Old Town and the other New Town; the New Town was 
a {ettIement from the Old Town: in procefs of time the New 
Town became rivals in trade to the Old Town; in confequence 
of this rival1hip a jealoufy was fpread in both towns; fo much 
were they afraid of each other, that for a confiderable time no 
canoe could leave t}leir towns to go up the river for Slaves-this 
Ilappened in the year 1767. I beg leave to correCt an error in 
point of time : when I was examined before the Honourable Privy 
Council, 1 {aid this tranfaCtion hflppened in 1768.-ln 1767 there 

. \vere 
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were feven :lhips Ilaying off the point which feparates \he two 
towns; the captains of fix of the lhips invited the people of 
both to wns on board the different 111ips on a certain day, as if 
to bring about a reconciliati.on between the two towns; at the 
[arne time tr.ey entered into an agreement with the people of the 
New Town to cut off all the Old Town people who lhould be 
on board the next morning. In confequence of this invitation, 
the Old Town people. who were fully perfuaded of the fincerity 
of the propofition of the captains to bring about a reconciliatioft, 
went on board without fufpiciGln in great numbers; the next 
morning, at eigh t o'clock, one of the lhips fired a gun as a fignal 

. to the other lhips to com mence hofi:ilities; tIle firing imme­
diately became general on bO:lrd the other lhips, [orne of the 
traders , were fecllred on board the different {hips, [orne were 
killed in refifi:ing, and fome got overboard, when they were fired 
upon by the people on board the {hips; as [oon as the firing com­
menced the people of New Town, who were lying in ambulh 
behind the point, came forward, and picked up the people of 
Old Town that were fwimming, and had e[caped the firing of 

., the .lhips; after the firing was over, the captains of five of the 
111ips delivered their prifoners, who' were per[ons of confequence, 
to the New Town canoes, two of whom had their heads ftruck 
off in the canoes along fide the fhip s ; the inferior prifoners were 

, kept on board the lhips, and carried to the Weft Indies. One of 
the captains, who had [ecured three of the king's brothers, deli­
vered one of them up to the principal man of New Town, who 
was one of the two men who had his head cut off along fide the 
111ip; the other two of the king's brothers he ,kept on board, and 
promi[eo, when the lhip was {laved, to deliver them up to the 
principal man of New Town. His lhip was [oon {laved, in con­
tequence of his promife, and the number of prifoners that were 
made on that day. \V hen his lhip was flaved, he ,refufed to de­
liver the [aid king's two brothers, aQd carried them off the Coaft to 
the Wen: Indies, where they were [old; from thence they made their 
efcape in a velTe! bound to Virginia, where, after Raying above 
three years, they made their e[cape in another ihip bound to 
Brifi:ol. When they got to Brifi:ol, the captain who brought them 
from Virginia, though privy to their leaving Virginia in his lhip, 
fearing he had dOI~ e wwng, meditated carrying them back to Vir­
ginia, or [ending them there .in (ome other 1hip. Mr. Jones, a 

, merchant of Brifi:ol, concerned in the African Trade, who had 
lhipstrading to Old Calabar, got . them taken out of the !hip, 
where they were in irons, by a Habeas Corpus; and after 'being 
fully examined. to the manner in -which they ·were brought from 

the 



t11e Coal'r of Africa, they were I:iberated, and put on board one of 
Mi. J()nes's !hips, then ready to fail for Old Calabar. I was at 
Old Calabar when thefe two men (brothers to the king) arrived 
from Bril'ro l in the {hip Cato, John L angdon, mafter. They 
[aid they were t reated very ill in the Weft Indies, but much 
better in Virginia. So perfeCtly fatisfied we;re the people of 
Old Town, in the year 1767, of the fincerity of the captains 
\'Iho had invited them on board their {hips, and of the l'1n­
cerity of the New T OWll people to wards a reconciliation, that 
the night before the maffac re the principal man of Old To,wfl 
gave to the principal man of Ne\'/ Town one of his fa­
vourite women as a wife. It was faid, that from three to 
four hundred perfons were killed all that day on hoard the 
different {hips, and in the water, or carried off the coaft. The 
king made his efcape from on board the {hip he was in, but not 
till he had killed two of the crew who attempted to feize him . 
After he jumped overboard he got into a little canoe, called a 
one·man canoe, and paddled from the {hip to the {hore. On~ of 
!he {hips fired a fix-pounder at the canoe, which ftruck her, and 
broke her to pieces. He then fwam on !hore to the woods near 
tbe {hip, and effeCted his retreat to his own town, though clofely 
purfued. It was faid the king received eleven wounds that morn· 
ing from muiket !hot, 

U pan what different teftimonies do you relate this? 
Firft from Thomas Rutter, who was boatfwain of the {hip 

Neptune the firfl: voyage l was in that iliip. The fame Thomas 
Rutter was boatfwain in the year 1767 on board the (hip Canter­
,bury, Captain Sparke3, belonging to London, and concerned i!l 
the maifacre of the Old Town people. Thomas Rutter told me 
the ftory exaCtly as I have related it, as far as relates to that day : 
he never varied in his account.-The fecond voyage 1 heard the 
[arne account repeatedly from the king's two brothers, who came 
to Calabar in the Cato, Captain Langdon, and who were the two 
men taken off on that occalion. Their fl:ory agreed exaCtly with 
Rutter·s. 

Have you any grollnds for believing that the natives of the 
Vif indward Coaft have fometimes been carried off by the Guinea 
ihips by fraud and violence r 

When failing along the Windward Coaft, I have often feen ca­
noes hovering about the {hip for a confiderable time; and after 
much entreaty they have come on board, but with fo much cau· 
,t ion and [ufpicion that they have ke~t conftantly near the {hip's 

6 U fide, 
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fide, in order to jump overboard the in!l:ant they faw any 'incli­
nation to fiop them. I have aiked them the reafon s of their fuf­
picions and fears; and they have: replied, that they were afraid of 
being taken off the Coafl:, for that fome of their countrymen had 
been carried off ill that manner. 

When the Slaves are brought on board to be fold, do they 
u[uaJly appear dej eeted ? 

Always; it Coon wears off with the young Slaves, and fome of 
the women; but the men are dej eCted, and appear unhappy in 
the extreme, the whole of the voyage . 

To what did you ~fcribe thi s dejeCtion? 
To their being taken forcibly from their nearefi and dearefi 

connections, and their native country. 

Are the Slaves brought on board in irons, and are they kept in 
irons whe n on board? 

They are always brought on board with their arms pinioned be­
hind them with fmall cords twifl:ed, from the bark of trees and 
g rafs; fometimes three, four, and five men have been brought on 
board with collars about their necks, and chained together. They 
are immediately put in irons on their coming on board, two men 
together, and kept in irons, on hands and feet, till their arrival in 
the Weft Indies, unlefs they are taken ill, in which cafe they are 
taken out of irons. 

Do you mean to fpeak both cf male and female Slaves? 
I never faw a female Slave put in irons, in either of my 

voyages. 

Are there ever difagreements between the Slaves that are linked 
together. and on what occafions ? 

They frequently difagree in the night about their Oeeping 
places; and frequently the men linked together difagree and fight. 
when one wants perhaps to obey the calls of nature, and the other 
has been unwilling to go with him. 

What is the ufual food of the Slaves on board? 
Horfe-beans, rice, and yams, with a little palm Oil and l'ep~ 

for fauee. 

Have you known them refufe to eat, 
beea taken on thafe ()CCafiOFls i 

They 
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They freque.nt1y refufe to eat, particularly beam; and whel\l 
they have fo refufed, they are correaed with a cat o'nine tails. 

May not their refufal to eat have been fometimes attributed t(;l 
fullennefs, when it h as in faa bt:en owing to indifpolition ? 

I have met with fuch inftances, particularly one man who was 
correaed for not eating (but not immoderately) fuppofing he had 
been ftubborn, which man was found dead the next morning. 

Do the Slaves ever dance when on board, and in what does this 
dancing confift ? ' 
, They are made after each meal to jump up and down upon the 

beating of a drum; this is what I have heard called dancing, but 
not what I confider as dancing, as it is not to mufic of their 
()wn. 

Are they ever compelled to it, and by what means? 
Whenever they refufe to dance, or jump up and down, they are 

compelled to do it by the ufe of the cat, which is a very <.:ommoll 
inftrument on board every African ihip I have been on board. 

Have you ever obferved the Slaves to fuffer much in confequence 
of heat, or for want of air? 

I have frequently heard them crying out when below for the ' 
want of air; and between decks of an African ihip with their 
Slaves on board, it is fo violently hot, that I have frequently~ after 
being below but a few minutes, had my ihirt fo wet by perfpi­
ration, that I could have wrung it as if it had been fteeped ill ' 
wilier. 

What was the tonnage of YOUI' verrel, and how many Slaves did 
you purchafe in each voyage? 

Her tonnage by regifter was about 180 tons; we purchafed the 
nril voyage about 270 Slaves; the fecond voyage I can fpeak with 
more accuracy to, we tbe~purchafed 280 Slaves. 

How many did you lofe in the courfe of the two voyages refpec­
tively? 

In tbe firft voyage we loft, I think twenty; in the fecond voy­
age we 10ft exactly ninety; the reafon I could not fpeak with the 
fame certainty to the number purchafed and loft in my firft voyage, 
proce.eds fmm my having been ill, and obliged to give up my 
Journal. of the fecond voy.age i have a very .correct journal. 

What 
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What is YOllr opinion of the lofs df Slaves on board other 
veffels ? 

. From the {hips I have feen come into the Wd1: Indies, I have 
found the lofs to be very confiderab le on board many of them; I 
h ave known inil:ances of {hips burying half their cargo of Slaves, 
f?me a quarter, and fome a third; and it is a very uncommon 
inil:ance to find {hips come into the \Veil: Indies without the lofs 
of fome of their Slaves. 

How many feamen did you lofe 10 thofe two voyages reIln:c-
tively? . 

Vlfe loil: ten the firll: voyage out of twenty-three; and on the' 
fccond vogage, nine of thirty. 

Have you any journal of thefe 10ffes now in yo ur poffcffion ? 
I have. 

Was it made at the time ? 
Both journals were kept daily, fo that the tranfaCtions were 

immediately mentioned after they happened. 

Can you bring thore journals before the Committee, if re­
quired. 

1 can. 

Vias any other veffel employed in the Slave Trade at the fame 
time as yours, belonging to the [arne concern? 

Thei-e was a Ship, called the Venus, that failed with us both 
'Voyages from England, belonging to the [arne owners; we kept 
company to the river Del Rey the firil: voyage, where we ihved; 
t hat iliip buried in that voyage eighteen men out 0, thirty . The 
fecond voyage we kept company to the river Calabar, where we 
Qoth flaved; and in that voyage her mortality of [eamen exceeded 

{)UfS in proportion to her complement,. but I cannot fpeak to the 
exaCt lofs , 

Have you met with inftances of other Guinea-men on the Coail:, 
which have experienced a great mortality in their crew? 

In my [econd voyage we ipoke to the {hip York, captain Adams, 
on the Vi'i ndward Coall; ale had been ten months from Liver­
pool, and had loll: fifty-one of her people, among whom were fix 
mates, out of a complement of feveflty-five men, which {be left 
Liverpool with. 

Do 
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Do you mean . tha-t lhe had fet out with fix mates, or that 
Ihe had loft fix pedons who were either originally her mates, 
or were fucceillvely appointed to that offi ce on the death of the 
former? 

The lhips trading upon the Windward Coaft, by procuring 
their cargoes of Slaves chiefly by their boats, generally carry out 
more mates than the other African {hips; and I {hould (uppo[e 
the fix mates faid to have been loft were mates originally with 
the lhip upon leaving Liverpool. 

Do you r~late this inftance entirely from memory, or from any 
journal you may have kept? 

I relate this inllance from a remark made in my journal 
on the day we fpoke the York on the Windward Coaft of 
Africa. 

Do you know of any Guinea-men which, on their arrival in the 
Weft Indies, have been found to have [uffered conliderably in 
their crews ? 

I do; in the ye'-r 1788, in the month of May, two {hips 
arrived from Africa, called the Hornet and Benfon; they anchor­
ed c10fe t'o my fhip; I went on board the Hornet, and was in­
formed they had loft eleven men out of thirty-five (th<:ir original 
crew), when the Benfon came to anchor 1 was on board my own 
thip, and could only fee two White men upon her yards handing · 
the fails, the reft were Black boys, Slaves. 

In what ftate is a Guinea-man's crew commonly landed in the 
Weft: Indies? 

The creWS of the African lhips, when they arrive in the Weft 
Indies. ate generally (I do not know a fingle inftance to the con­
trary) in a fickly debilitated ftne, and the [eamen who are dif­
charged, or defert from thofe {hips in the Weft Indies, are the 
moil mifetable objeEts I ever met with in any country in my 
life; I have frequently feen them with their toes rotted off, their 
Jegs fwelled to the fize of their thighs, and in an ulcerated ftate 
all over; fuch is their fituation. that however inclined to re­
lieve them, by taking them on board our {hips. we are deterred 
from it by not having furgeons on board to give them that 
affiftance that they frand fo much in need of: I have feen them 
on the different wharfs in~he Iflands of Antigua, Barbadoes, and 
Jamaica (particularly at the two laft Ifiands); I have alfo fcen 
them..1aying under the cranes and the balconies of the houles 

the water fide in Barbadoes and Jamaica expiring, and fome 
6 X quite 
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quite dead. I met with an inllance laft July of a dead {ealnan 
laying on one o.f the wharfs in Br.idge Town Bareadoes, who. had 
been landed out of an African {hip. 

Have you ever !hipped a fingle African {eaman, or ·how ,many, 
in the Weft 'Indies in .any one of the voyages you have made 
there ~ 

I never nlipped an African {eaman in any voyage ,I have made 
to the Weft Indies . 

. How long have you .commanded a Wdl: Indiaman, and how 
many voyages have you made fince you have .been in that 
capacity? 

1 have commanded a Weft Indiaman ten years, and have .made 
ten voyages. 

Can you {tate ,the number of Jeamen 'J'ou have loft ,in each of 
thofe voyages refpectively, and the caufes of'the mortality.? 

I never loft but one {eaman fince I have commanded a Weft 
India illip, and 'that was owing to the man's own intemperance. 

''00 you then confider the Slave Trade as bcing more deftruc­
tive than any other to .the feamen employed 'in.it? 

I believe the African Slave T:.rade to ,be particularly dell:ructive 
·to the {eamen empl~yed in it~ and beyond .every degree of COO1-

parifon with any trade -I am acquainted .with. 

In rour ~pinion ar.e {earnen wor{e ,treated .in ·the Slave Trade 
than in any other? 

I believe they are in general treated with great barbarity in the 
African Slave !hips; and 1 do not kno.w ,of their being ,treated ill 
,in any other fervice. 

What are the 'productions wnich you remember to hav.e {een on 
,the continent of Africa? 

On the Windward Coaft I have {een rice, ivory, and Malaguetta 
pepper, which are articles of commerce.; J have alfo {een plantanes, 
banana~, yams, and many of the .tropical frtiits. On the Leeward 
Coaft J have {een palm oil, ivory, and bar-wood, and al{o yams, 
plantanes, bananas, .and moft of the tropical fmits; I ,have {een 
very fine fugar canes brought on board ~e !hjps. 

-Have,You ever .feen to.bacco.:? 
.Jhave 
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I 'have feen the traders and canoe-men fmoaking tobacco of their 
own growth. 

What is the qua:lity of the African Dice? 
It was confidered, in the fhip I failed in, muoh heartier food 

' than the Carolina rice? 

Do you Temember any circumfrance ,in CGafirmadon of that 
opinion? 

We ufed to ,put two crues of water to one crue of rice of the 
Carolma production, and three crues of water to one crue of rice 
of the AfricaH pToduction. I fpeak this as being the practice of 
the fhip wherein I was. 

D0 yooknow C0'ncerning the rice plantations in America, and 
is there any difference of the fill-I in which the rice ,.of the two 
continents -is -produced? 

I have been -at South ,Carol,ina, but never faw :rice growing ; 
yet I have 'been confiant1y inf.ormed, upon enquiry, that it 
grew in fwamps and marlby grounds. I have feen rice grow in 
Africa, and it has been in a d~y foil. 

I s the rice on the conttnent of Africa -brought on bDa.rd the 
veifels in any quantity at a time, a,nd is it frequently lufi in the 
furf, crr nOt ? 

I have been purchaiing it on the Windward Coaft from the 
natives, who bring it on board in fmall canoes (freqaentlyonly 
one man in a canoe) in a kind of baiket; and I have been fre­
quently on {hore pl'lrchafing it in our own boats, and I do not 
'recollect.of ever lofing any from the fu-rf. 

Is the furf in any of the Weft India Hlands, from whence hogf- ­
heads of fugar or other bulky articles are {hip-ped, as great as on the 
Cold andWrndward Coafis of Africa, 'or as on other parts of 
that continent? 

I have feen the furf at the Iflands of Dominique and St. Chrif1:o­
'pher full as high as I ever faw it on the Windward Coafi of 
Africa. I never was on the Gold Coafi. therefore cannot fpea~ 
as to the furf there; and on the Leeward Coafi I was in the 
rivers where there was no furf. 

Are there any rivers on the Windward Coafr, that might be 
ufed in {hipping articles of commerce? 

There are rivers on the Windward Coaf1:, but I never was up 
'any of them, therefore cannot fpeak to that quefiion . 

Do 
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Dei the Europeans who trade for Slaves in the Bight of Benin 
purchafe any articles from the natives of the ifland of Furnan­
dipo? 

They purchafe great quantities of yams and ed-does from the 
people of Furnandipo. 

Is it conlidered as a regular market, and are the natives in con­
fequence prepared ,to furnilh the {hipping with yams to the extent 
of their demands? 

I have frequently been at Furnandipo in the lhip's long-boat, 
from the rivers Del Rey and Calabar, for the purpofe of purchafing 
yams, and I always found them very ready to trade. We always 
completed Otlr purchafe in a very lhort time. 

Is the number of lhips confiderable which they thus fupply ? 
The lhips from the rivers Old Calabar, Del Rey, and the Ca.:. 

meroons, I believe all fend to Furnandipo for yams and eddoes, as 
I have freqtlently fpoke with boats from thofe rivers trading to 
that ifland ; and I believe at fome time the number of lhips muft: 
have been confiderable. 

Have you ever been yourfelf upon the ifland? 
I have. • 

Did you obferve that agriculture was carried to greater per­
fection there, fo far as related to the articles of yams and ed­
does, than on the continent of Africa, where there is no market 
for the exportation of thefe articles? 

I have been feven miles at leaft in the interior part of the 
ifland of Furnandipo, and the yam and eddoe plantations I have 
always found kept in the higheft order, and much more fo than 
thofe of Calabar. 

\Vas the culture of them carried to as great perfection as in 
the Weft: Indies? 

The yams were much better and larger than any I ever met with 
in the Weft Indies, but I cannot fay whether the production is 
greater for the land planted. 

Do you know if there is any difference in the mode of cul­
ture? 

I do not; only that at Furnandipo they put fmall fticks in 
the ,ground for the yam vines to run upon. 

Is 



Is there any commerce in Slaves carried on by the natives ef 
Furnandipo ? 

There is not. There are fome inilances in which they have 
been taken off by the !hips and boats touching there. 

What proportion do the Slaves be<lif to the free men, fo far as 
you have been able to obferve, in the parts of Africa where you 
have been? 

As I never flaved upon the Windward Coaft, I never had an 
-opportunity of feeing any Slaves there. At Calabar and Del Rey 
the only people that I heard called Slaves were the canoe-boys. 
who bear a fmall proportion to the people of thofe places. 

What have you obferved concerning the treatment of the Slaves 
in thefe places! 

I have always feen them treated with great kindnefs and fami­
liarity; fo much fo, that it is fometimes difficult to diftinguiili 
the mailer from the Slave. 

In the different villages whicb you have feen in Africa. did 
you obferve children in any number. or any other marks of po­
puloufnefs r 

The towns and villages which I have feen in Africa appeared to 
be fully peopled; and I have feen as many children, in proportion 
to the grown people, a's I have met with in this country. 

What is your opinion, in general, 'Of the. difpofition of the Na­
tives on the continent of Africa? 

, I believe them to be as tractable and ingenious as the people of 
Europe, under the fame di[advant~ges; and J believe them capable 
of all the virtaes in as eminent a degree as Europeans. 

Do you conceive them to be infurmGluntably indolent, if they 
had proper inducements to induftry ? 

I never faw them particularly indolent when there was an op­
portunity of employing themfeIves to advantage. 

What was your reafon for quitting the Slave Trade! 
I quitted it from conviction that it was perfectly illegal, and 

founded in blood. 

Could you have had a !hip in that Trade if you had chofen it; 
and would fuch an appointment have been a profitable one? 

I could frequently have obtained the command of a !hip in that 
6 Y fervice, 
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~ fervice, and it was at that time a very lucrative (erv icc f~r the 
malters employed therein. 

Have you any information to g ive refpecting the treatment of 
,Slaves in the Welt Indies? 

Called upon as I have been, I have delivered my (entiments of 
the Slave Trade as far as it relates to the Coaft of Africa and the 
M iddle Pa{fage ; but I am not competent, nor do I wi{h to (peak 
tu the.Weft Indies. 

Of \~~hat age was you when yo u wen t out as fecond·mate ·in J77 2 ? 
In my twenty-fecond year. 

Was you often on {hare at that time ? 
I was freqL1ently on thore all the Windward eoail:, and fre­

'quently on {hare in the river Calabar, ·not often at Del Rey. 

What was your Iituation on your fecond voyage in 1774? 
J was fecond mate and chief mate in the courle of that voyage,; 

"we flaved that voyage at Old Calabar, but calkdJirlt at Del Rey. 

Was you often on il10re at Calabar? 
Veryfrequently,fometimes three or four different times in one day. 

'Had you any ,particularduty ' to·call you on thore? 
W henever.! went on {hare it was on the thip's duty • 

• What did that duty conuft of? 
To bring on board fometimes Slaves, and fometimes palm oil. 

and other articles. 

Did you attend the Slaves to the thip? 
Yes. 

Wa>'l that your lafl: voyage:? 
Yes. 

Was you not engaged to have gone a third voyage with Captain 
Smith, as chief mate ? 

I was not. 

Did you quit the Trade to go to the Wefl:lndies to 'receive a le­
O'acy, or from con(cientious principles? 
b I quitted the Trade from confcientious principles, and not to 
receive a legacy in the Wefr Indies. 

Did 



Did you go·to the Weft Indies :? 
I did. 

And did .you receive 11 legacy '? 
I did not. 

Why ·did you go to the 'W eft Indies ? 
To fee my fFiends . 

Who offered you the command of a fhi p afterwards in the 
African Trade? 

I was offered the command of a !hip in the African 'trade, in 
the Hland of Antigua,by Mr. Taylor, in 1782. 

Had you any offer of a !hip from 1.774 to 1782 ? 
Not for the African Trade. 

Have you had any other offer of -a !hip in the African Trade thal'!. 
.the one you have mentioned? 

I have. 

From whom, and when '? 
From Mr. Cox, in the year 178 I and 1713 2. 

'Who is Mr. Cox? 
A merchant in London. 

Is he an African merchant'? 
110'0; he would have p~rcha[ed a !hip fer :that T rade, and 'giveft 

.mc .the command of her, but I declined it. 

What employment -was you in at .that time? 
I commanded a fhip in the Weft India trade. 

Had you any other offers in the Af rican Trade-? 
I had not, becaufe J had declared 1 would never go -ther.e 

again. 

In the tranfaaion which you have mentioned at Calabar, and 
which you heard from 'Rutter and the king's two brothers, did 
you take that account down in writing when you firft heard -it ? 

No, I did not. 

po you fpeak then only from memory? 
J fawat -Calabar the de.,pofitions that were taken at B~jftol of 

thefe 
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thefe two men, and of William Floyd, who was mate of .one of 
the lhips when the tranfaCtion happened. 

Did you take a copy of thofe depofitions! 
I did not. 

Do you fpeak then only from memory? 
From nothing eIfe. 

When was this account firf!: told to you? 
In 1772, in my paifage to Africa. 

And did the faCt alluded to happen in 1767? 
Yes. 

In whofe poifeffion were the depofitions you faw at Calabar? 
In the poifeilion of the two men (brothers to the king) who had 

been carried off on that occafion. . 

What were the names of the !hips, and the names of the cap­
:tains, that were at Calabar at that time? 

I cannot remember the names of all of them, but of fome I 
can; namely, the (hip Duke of York, Captain Beaven, of Liver­
pool; the lhip Edgar, Captain Lace, of Liverpool; the Indian 
Q!!een, Captain Lewis, of Brifiol; the !hip Nancy, Captain 
Maxwell, of Brif!:ol; the fhip Canterbury, Captain Sparkes, of 
London. 

Did you ever hear of Captain Lace's taking under his care any 
of the king's fons ? 

No. 

What number of people from the Old Town came on board 
the !hips? 

I was informed more than 400. 

Did they aU fhy the night on board the {hips? 
I apprehend moft: of them did. 

'Vere the king and his brothers on board the {hip? 
They were. 

How near were the lhips to the Old Town? 
I lhould fuppofe about three miles. 

And 
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And how near to the New Town? 
I never faw the New Town, therefore cannot fay; but r have 

been informed that the towns are about eight miles difiant from 
each other. 

Were the {hips much nearer the Old Town than the New 
Town? 

I {hould fuppofe they were. 

When the people from the New Town were on {ho~e to inter­
cept the Old T own people fwimming from the (hips, were there 
no people from the Old Town on {hore to be witnelIes of the 
-tranfaction ? 

The New Town people were in their canoes round the point 
of land, which was a very thick wood, near the (hips; and the 
Old Town people were all of them along fide the {hips in their 
canoes, and on board the {hips. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

Martis, 2· die MartH 1790. 

'CAptain Hall " called in, and further examined. 

Were the Engli{h as well received at Old Calabar, after the Captain HALL. 

tranfaction which happened there, as they were before? 
I was not there before the tranfaction happened, nor did I go 

to that river till feven ye:J.rs afterwards. 

Did not you inform the Privy Council the Engli{h were as well 
received after that tranfaction ? 

They were very well received when I was there. 

~e£tion repeated. 

I did; I alluded to my going there. 

6 Z If 



If you did not know that they were as well received after as 
before, why did you give that account to the Privy Council? 

Ships had traded there between that tranfaClion and ,~y go~ng 
there, and I never heard there had. been any difpute. 

Is Rutter the boatfw\1in fii1l aEve ? 
I have not feen hi~ fince the D1ip returned, in the year 1774. 

Do you know whether he is alive? 
I have never heard of him, or about him, fince we parted. 

You have faid, that the Slaves came pinioned to the ihip, and 
were continued in irons during the voyage; is that the practice in 
African ihips ? 

I have feen them brought on board Guinea-men; they do not 
put the firfr eight or ten in irons, but after that every man is put 
in irons when he came on board; and on board my ihip they 
were kept in irons, unlefs in cafe of ficknefs, till we reached the 
Wefi Indies. 

~efl:ion repeated. 

It was the praClice in my Dlip. 

Do you or do you not know that it IS the praClice In other 
African fuips ? 

I believe it is the general praCtice. 

Did the boats you faw going from Calabar, in which many men 
were armed, go for the purpofe of trading, or to make war? 

I believe for the purpore of trading, as I never heard to the con-
trary. . 

You faid that the Negroes in the Wefl: Indies told you, that 
they were either taken from their houres in Africa, or in the fields; 
do you not know that the lands in Africa are commonly cultivated 
by women? 

I do not. 

Do you imagine that the Slaves which were carried to the 
Wefi Indies, having been conviCled of crimes, would confefs their 
guilt? 

I do not believe they would. 

You 
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You ~entioned, tht the African natives ,were -very much at­
tached to their pawns.; did you ever know of a lbip fail~l'lg from 
the Coafi of Africa, without giving netice of its iB;tenti~ of de­
parture? 

I did not. 

Is there not always time given for redeeming the pawns? 
I can only fpeak to my own ihip, and in .her that was the 

cafe. 

You mentioned, that on the Windward Co aft fame men came 
on board your !hip from a boat, and that they !hewed great cau­
tion.; is that your only ground for thinking they are often impro-
perly taken away. ' 

And the queftion being objected to; 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

And being again called ilil; 

And the following anfwer being read to him, • 

" When failing along the Windward Coafi, I have often 
" feen canoes hove.ring about the !hip for a confiderable 
.. time; and -after much entreaty they have come on 
"board, but with fa much caution and fufpicion, 
" and that they have kept conllantly near the !hip's 
c, fide, in order to jump overboard the inftant they faw 
" any inclination to fiop them. I have aiked them the 
" reafons of their fufpicions and fears; and they have 
... replied. that they were afraid of being taken off the 
" Coafi, fo,r that fome of their countrymen had been 
" c~r.ried off in that manner; " • 

He was afked, 
Dill. ,you ever know or hear of any perfons being carried off 

fro~ tho canoes by the !hips to the Wefi Indies? 
1 heard one infiance. 

State that inftance ? 
Captain Jeremiah Smith informed me, that the voyage before 

I was with his brother, which was in 1772, that the velTe! bad 
.taken off fome of the people from the Windward eoaft. 

What velTel was it, and of what nation? 
.... ' A • .,.... •• an Englith vetfel.i I never heard the !hip's name, but 

the 
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the captain's name was Fox; Captain Smith alfo informed me 
that Captain Fox had called himfelf Smith, and that in confc­
quence of it he had a difpute nt!ar Cape Palmas. 

Was it an African 01i p ? 
Yes. 

Do yo u know of any inll:ance, from your own knowledge, of 
perf ODS being taken away? 

I do not. 

Yo u mentioned the Slaves being made to dance on board the 
{hips; is that a common praCtice on board African 01ips? 

1 bel ieve it is. 

You have Il:ated, that the crews of the African {hips, when 
they arrive in the Well: Indies, are generally in a fickl y debilitated 
fiate, and the feame n who are dilcharged or defert from thofe 
01ips in the Wefi Indies are the moll: miierable objeCts you ever 
met with in any country ; and that you ,have frequently feen them 
with their toes rotted off, their legs fwelled to the fize of their 
thighs. and in an ulcerated fiate all over i-can you inform the 

. Committee what had occafioned thofe calamities? 
I believe they proceed generally from the fcurvy. 

I s that complaint confined to African illips? 
I believe it is oftener in the African illips than in any other that 

I know of. 

Are failors in iliips in other trades liable to it ? 
I never faw a man in any {hip that I have failed in labouring 

under the fcurvy in a great degree. 

Did you ever fee any body in the Iiland of Barbadoes that was 
affiiCted with that calamity, that had not been in an African iliip? 

I do not recolleCt ever feeing a failor afflicted with it belonging 
to any other illi ps in the merchants fervice. 

~efiion repeated. 

I have feen people labouring under the black fcurvy or leprofy. 

Does the black fcurvy produce that effeCt on the toe, and legs? 
I believe it does, but I do not know myfelf the difference between 

the fcurvy and the leprofy. 
Have 
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Have' you known frequent inil:ances of failors running away, Dr 
being difc11.lrged, that had their toes rotted off and their legs 
fwelled? 

I have feen many with their legs fwelled, and with ulcers on 
their legs; but not many (though fome) with their toes off. 

On the Windward Coafi, was you able to obtain as much rice 
as you chofe ? 

We carried out both voyages fome CaroEna rice, in cafe we 
1110uld not be able to get any on the Windward Coafl:; but we 
were two {hips in company both voyages, and we procured as 
much rice, in addition to what we had on board, as we wanted. 

Could you have got rice enough to have loaded a veifel of 200 

tons? 
I do not know. 

What is the moil: difiant 'plantatron for nce from the fea 
iliore ? 

I never was more than from three to four miles on the '\Vin<1-
ward Coafi. 

Did you fee any plantations of Tice there? 
I have feen fields of rice. 

What is the roofl: diil:ant plantation of rice from the fea !hore 
that you have feen ? 

From three to four miles. 

In what manner could that rice be carried to th~ !hips? 
In balkets, on perron's heads. 

Is that the common or only conveyance? 
I have never feen them bring the rice out of the country, but 

I have feen them bring it down in that manner from the towns 
near the iliore to the water-fide. 

How is the rice carried from the plantations to the towns? 
I do not know. 

How is it carried from the towns to the water-fide? 
In balkets, on perfon's heads. 

Are there any carts or beafis of burthen there? 
I never faw any. 

7 A Are 
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Are there ~ny roads? 
There an; tracks and path~ways, 

In what manner do you think the rice could be conveyed from 
the plantations to the water-fIde? 

If the plantations were at no great dii1:ance, I think it might 
be carried on pt:r!O/l'S heads. 

}\nd if .they were at a great dii1:ance, how could the rice be 
carrit:d ? 

1 callnot all(wer that q uellion. 

Did YOll (ec illllch ivory on the Windward Coall? 
V -ry liltk. 

From wlwnce did that ivory come? 
1 ntll llOt f:ly parti cularly from what towns it came, but it was 

brough t Oil board in cano(;s. 

Did it come from :t dii1:ant oountry ? 
I do not know. 

])0 YOll imagine that a greater quantity of ivory could be ob~ 
tained ? 

1 do not know. 

You [.,id thilt on the Lcewanj Coai1: you [.1W [ome ivory, W:lS 
thac ivory ill any Cj ll:lll city ? 

I bclilNC we might hav..: purehaDou about thrc(; tons in each 
vOY:lgt:· 

Do YOll know from whence that ivory came, and how it was 
brol,ghl down? 

1 do not. 

IIas this COL1Jltry :lny command or controul over tbe fiates of 
Afri a? 

Not that I know of. 

Has this conn try any power of enforcing regulations of com­
mt:l'cc ov(/r lhu {l:atl:s of Africa? 

I clo not know • 

. Have you hcard of a law for regulating the Middle Panage? 
I have. 

Do 



[ 535 ] 

Do you think that that law may correB: many of the evils 
which you have flated in the Middle PalTage? 

I never read tht: · aB:. 

You have flated, teat it is between thirteen or fourteen years 
fince you left the African Trade; is what you have flated relating 
to that Trade confined to that period! 

It is not. 

What period does it relate to? 
Till very lately. 

Do you fpeak of your own knowledge, having left the Trade? 
I have frequently, fince I left the Trade, [een the people from 

the African fhips in the fituation I have already ftated. 

You flated that the provifions given the Slaves on board the 
African fhips were horfe-beans, rice, and yams, mixed with palm­
oil and pepper; are tho{e the only provilions they are al­
lowed? 

Thofe were the general provifions, but I have known a finall 
quantity of bread given now and then to the lick; and we have got 
at the Ifland of Annabona a few cocoa-nuts, and [orne Caffada 
Bour, of which we occafionally gave the Slaves a little. 

Do they give them nothing elfe ? 
The fick Slaves fometimes had a dram in the morning. 

Had nOt the fhips commonly live flock on board? 
Not for the Slaves. I confine my[elf in my anfwers to my own 

thip. 

Can you fpeak to the practice of other fhips ? 
1 cannot. 

Do you fuppofe that the armed canoes which you men .. 
tioned to have {een in Del Rey river, were equipped in that 
maJinor to commit hoftilities, or for the protection merely of 
thofe who were In them, and their goods ? 

For the proteB:ion of thofe that were on board them, and their 
goods. 

Do you knom whether the chiefs of the Negroei polTefs Slaves 
a property, which they have a right to difpofe of? 
I never knew of their difpofing of any in my !hip. 

Do 



Do you .know of their difpofing of them in any other lhip ? 
I do not. 

Do YOll know whether the Africans fell thofe who are con­
v iCted of theft, adultery. and other ·crimes ! 

I never purchafed one. 

~efiion repeated. 

I never faw them fell any of them to any other ihip. 

Do you know whether they do or do not fell them? 
I do not.. 

Did you ever purchafe a Slave of any defcription ? 
No, I have not. 

Do you know any thing at all about the Slave Trade, if YOlt 

never purchafed a Slave? 
At Calabar and Del Rey the Slaves were always_ purchafed by 

the captains; on the Windward Coaft they are in a great mea­
fure purchafed in boats, which is done by the mates. 

Did you ever purchafe a Slave when you was a mate? 
No, we did not then plll-chafe any Slaves on the Windward 

Coafr. 

What was your duty as mate? 
'Vhen fecond mate, my duty was in the hold when upon the 

Coaft. 

Do you know in what fituation of life the Slaves had been in 
before they were brought to the ihip, and while they were offered 
for fale ? • 

. I do not. 

Then how can you affert that the Trade is founded in blood, and 
is illegal? , 

It i~ my opinion that many Slaves are killed, and of courfe I 
muH: be of opinion that it is a bloody trade. 

Upon what information do you found that opjnion ? . 
From having heard from fame of the traders, that the Slaves 

'were prifoners of war, and from fame of them in the Weft Indies 
.having told me they were kidnapt. 

Did 
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-Did not you aiTert before the Privy Council, that you did not 
'believe any wus were entered into upon the rea coaft for the pur­
pofe of making Slaves? 

I did. . 

Was your information refpeCting the kidnapping of Slave» ob­
tained from the information of Slaves in the Weft Indies? 

It was. 

You have ftated that there were '1-'00 of the 014 Town people on 
board Englilh lhips at Calabar, or in their duoes along6de of 
them, when the tranfaCtion which you r<'Jlated is [uppored to have 
happened, and that the king killed two White m~fl who attempted 
to feize him ;-were all his followers unarmed, and were the 400 

men that .JNere with him unequal to cope with the crews of the 
feven lhips ? 

I do not know in what ftate of defence the people in the canoes 
were at that time, but when they came 011 board, in the common 
courfe of trade and vi fits, they had very few muikets in their ca­
noes, and' they are never fuffered to bring their arms into the lhips, 
therefore thofe that were on board were incapable of relifting . • 

How many of thefe Old Town people do you fuppore were OIl 

board each of the {bips ? 
I {bould fuppofe the greater part of them were canoe-boys (.as 

they are called) and kept in the canoes. 

Do you know Ephraim Robin John. common.ly called Duke 
Ephraim, a man of confequence of Old Town j 

1 know Ephraim Robin John, but when 1 was at Calabar he 
was called King George. 

Do you know Captain Lace of Liverpool, and did he p'rbte.:t 
Duke Ephraitn's fon from the vengeance of the New Town.,peo­
pIe; and though oft(::red a very high price for him, did he hring 
the young man to England, keep him there feveral years, til( the 
~var was over, and then fend him to his father? 

I do not know Captain LtoCe, nor have I heard the ftory as re­
lated in the queilion . 

Fram what information are you now able to correct the date of 
the tranfactipn at Calabar ? 

I have, fince I have been examined by the HOllou,able Privy 
Council, !een a fecond copy of the depofJtions of William Floyd, 

7 B m:lte 
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mate of the Indian~eell . Captain Lewis, and of the King's twa 
brothers, .taken at Briltol. 

'W hat is the general charaC:ter of the peaple at Old Calabar ? 
They behav,ed very ~ell to the '{hi p I belonged to, in the vOy'<lge 

we .flaved to that Tiver. 

' ~efiion repeated. 
I . 

I never heard any thing again!1 them by any body while I was in 
the Trade. I heard Captain Jeremiah Smith, of the {hip Venu s.. 
h aving · had a difpute with them, I think in the years 1777 or 
1778, ·but what was the caufe, and who the aggreiTor, I know 
not ; that is the only infiance of their having had di(plltes with 

. any body that I know of. 

Did you ever hear of the Calabar people fei ,dng, ill?prifoning, 
arid poifoning Captains Fidler and Doyle, of Liverpool, in the 

_ year 1775? 
, I have heard that thofe two captains were poifoned; but, as far 

. as my memory ferves, it was by the New Town people. 

, How far did your fl1ip lay from the New Town? 
My ih)p lay abreaft caf the Old Town. 

Wlmt was the character of the 'inhabitants of the'Dld Town '? 
. They always behaved very well to-my, ihip, the voyage it flayed 
,' in that river" 

Did, you ever hear that · they were ~ a ferocious and vindiC:tive 
-.. people? 

I nevet: .Qid. 

Do you believe the fiory of Fidler and Doyle .to be true? 
I do. 

Can you account for it? 
, I cannot. 

_ Do you believe the people <if New Town are more ferocious 
ethan thofe of the Old Town? 

I never had any connections with them. 
J 

:!iave you, from .any information, or from any thing you 
-have· 
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have ever heard, reafon to believe they are or are not more 
ferocious, more vindictive, or worfe difpofed than thofe of the 
Old Town? 

I have heard the Old Town people charge them with being 
rogues . 

Q!leftion repeated. 
I have not. 

Can you account for their cruelty to the two Liverpool captains, 
Fidler and Doyle? 

I cannot. 

Do you know that the J~atives UpOI! the Windward Coafi: have 
f requently fiept and detained the officers from {hips on a~ore, and 
extorted goods for their releafe? .: 

I have heard .of fuch inftances, but never faw oue. 

Do you know that they attempted to feize and actually board­
ed His MajeHy's ./hip CheRerfie1c.4 Captain Barton, off Clipe 
P almas ? 

I have heard of that being once done. 

Doyou ·know that they frequently attacked trading ihallops 
. .and boats, murdered the crew, and plundered the goods 011 board 
.them? 

No, 1 do not. 

Have you ever hear~ .id 
1 haye heard of Iuch inftances. 

Do you not think that fuch actions may qe the probable caule 
.;of the caution you have ftated, when they come on board our 
1hips-l 

It may in fame infiances. 

Have you got heard that the natives on the Windward Coa11: 
!have frequently palfed bafe metal for gold in their tranfactlons 
!With the BritifA {hips? 

I hlWc:not. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
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Jovis, 40 die Martii 1790. 

CAptain Hall called in, Qnd further examined. 

Have yo~ brought the journal alluded to in your former 
evi~ence ? 

I have brought the journal of my fecomd voyage. 

Could you not procure the journal of your firft voyage? 
I have loft it. 

When did you firft difcover the 1{)ts of that Journal? 
Upon looking among myoId journals the day before yefter­

day. 

Can you recollect when you Iaft faw that journal which is 
lO tl:? 

I cannot. 

Can yourecolletl: whether you have ever feen it fince your Iail 
voyage was compleated, and when? 

I have; about feven years ago. 

Has the evidence which you have given refpecting your firft 
voyage been given from memory, or from any written memo­
randum? 

From memory. 

As a ma'~e on board the Neptune, in the capacity of tirft, fe­
cond, and third mate, what was your duty while the ihip re­
mained in Africa, and on the Middle Paffdge ? 

My duty upon the Coafl, as fecond mate,. was in the hold. I 
was {hipped as 'third mate on tJ; I firfi: voyage in Lon.don river, 
and made a fecond mate the ::- ,'TIc voyage, before the {hip Jeft 
the river. I continued fecond mate till the {hip arrived at the 
ifiand of Dominique. The captain flayed at Dominique about 
:fome :bu.finefs; the chief mate commenced captain, and I carne 
home chief mate. The fecond "oyage I (hipped as fecond mate. 
The chief mate was difcharged at Jamaica, and I came home 
chief ma·te. I beg leave here to explain my an[wer to the 

pree .dillg 
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preceding quefiion. My duty, as fecond mate, was in the hold, 
when tbe provifions and water were to be ferved, or goods wlnted 
for trade; upon every other occaGon I deemed my duty upon 
deck and in the boats as necefJ.~\ ry. _ In the Middle Paffage, my 
-duty was to fer ve out tbe provillons, and to attend upon tbe quar­
ter-deck and round-houle when the Slaves were mefling. 

Explain what you mean by neceilary duty? 
Over-hauling the rigging, go'ing on (hore according to the di­

reCtions of the captain on various occaGons, and any other of the 
fhip's duty that was requiii te. 

What was your particular duty in the (hip, in the boats when 
you were fent on D10re; and was you at all concerned in the pur­
chafe of Slaves as mate of. the [hip? 

My duty on board the (hip was to do every thing that was ne­
ceifary, and every other duty required in a iliip; when I was fent 
afhore in the boats, it was to bring on board tire- wood, and any 
thing elle that was wanted by the i11ip fro{ll the town; I have been 
fent to the ifiand of Furnandipo as officer of the boat, to purchafe 
yams and eddoes; I never was employed to purchafe Slaves; it is 
not the duty of the mates fo to do at Del Rey and Calabar, the 
captains managing that Dufinefs themfelves. 

Did all the time that you fpent on {hore in Africa amount to one 
week? 

Yes, to a great deal more; I never Dept -on (hore in Africa. 

Defcribe the different times you went on (hore, the bufinefs you 
went upon, and the places you were at, and how far you went in­
land into the country at anyone time? 

With refpect to the difierent times I have been on !hore, it is 
impoffible for me to fay; on the Windward Coaft I frequently went 
<In i1lOre on both voyages to purchafe rice and to procure wood; 
I have been, on the Windward Coail:, about three miles inland, as 
near as I can guefs. 

Was you ever in any higher rank-than that of fecond mate, 
either upon the Coaft or on the Middle Paifage ? 

I have faid before I was not. 

Did you ever go on (hore for the purpofe of gaining information 
(efpecting the Slave Trade, and manners and cuftoms of the Na­
tives. 

7 C I was 
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I was not fent from the {h ip for th:lt purpofe. With refpc(1~ to 
the natives, the knowledge I .obtained wa from the necelfary iu­
tercourfe I had with th~m on the {hip's duty. 

Can you recollect how long you were abfent from the {hip at 
anyone time, and who did your duty whi le abfent'? 

J do not believe I was ever abfent from the {hip more than 
eigh t or nine days at anyone ti me ; and during that abfcllce the 
chief mate did my duty on board. 

When you were 011 {hore, did you entrull: yourfcilf with the 
natives, or did you relide in fome of the Engli{h factories ? 

I trulled myfelf with the natives-I .never faw an Engli{h fac­
tory on the Coall:. 

Do YOll mean that you trulled yourfelf wi th the natives eight 
or nine days toge ther? 

No; when 1 was abfent from the {hip eigh t or nine days, it 
was when I was fent from the rivers Del R ey and Calabar to the 
Wand of Furn:mdipo. 

What ()ther time was you abfent befides that when you went 
to Furnandipo? 

When I was on {hore on the Windward Coaft, or at Calabar. 

For how long a time together? 
On the Windward Coall for fome 'hours; at Calabar fre­

quently an hour, fometimes more. 

What part ·of the Coall was you upon, when you went about 
three mil(;!s up the country? 

I cannot recollect-it was between Cape Mefurado and Cape 
Three Points. 

Did you underll:and the language of the natives .? 
1 did not. 

Did you take any inte~preter with .yoo., when 'yoa went -OR 

*hore? 
I .did no.t. 

Then how did you gain your information refpeCl:iqg Qe 
ner of Slaves being made in that country, the :re,afons tiAa~.i>' 
ing offered for {ale, and other circumftances relating to Jllc­
Trade'? 
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From the traders, who all of them fpeak Englilh, fome of 
them very good. 

Do you mean to fiate, that every thing you have {aid rdating to 
the Slave Trade is hearfay evidence, colleCted from other people? 

Yes; I have faid fa before. 

On tbe different parts of the Windward Coafi where you have 
been, did you land with equal fafetyas at St. Chrifiopher's and 
Dominique? 

I did. 

Do you know that upon the Windward Coafr the furf in ge­
neral runs very high, and that the fea breaks to a confiderable 
.difrance from the lhore, which frequently makes it inacceffible ? 

The furf does fometimes run very high on the Windward Coafi, 
and the fea, in fome places, .does break at fome difrance from the 
1hore. 

Can you at any time land on the beach with fafety in a boat? 
I always went on 1hore without meeting with any accident to 

;the people or boat. 

How long was you upon the Windward Coafi: ? 
As near as I can recollect, from fixteen days to three weeks each 

~()yage. 

Was you .ever there in the rainy feaCon ? 
I was oot. 

Have you ever hear.d whether there is more or leCi furf there in 
.ibe rainy feafon ? 

I have oot. 

la it oot the ulnal way to anchor on the Windward Coall: in a 
;boat at a diftance~ and land io a canoe ? 

I have anchored in a boat on that Coall:, and I have alfo gone 011 

nacre io.aImall boat, landed upon the beach with her, and hauled 
.her 11.., w.bilc we .ftaid. 

Why ~iQ you anchor at a diftance from the thore? 
'O'n ac unt of the furf. 

W.by did you .go in a.finall boat? 
Oil 
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On ;ccount of the fUff, and not having any bulky articles to 
take on board the large boat; had that been the carc, we could 
have effeB:ed it in the fame manner as it is done at the Wands of 
Dom inique and St. Chr iil:opher, which is by anchor ing at a Iitti e 
difl:ance from the al0re, and having twO long joifis, called ikids, 
p laced over the bOH's Hern, reaching to the thore; w~ich is the 
m;tnner of taking off fugars in thole Ifland·s where there is a 
{urf. . 

Why did you haul the boat on !bore? 
On account of the furf, and it being a fmalllight boar. 

Do you mean to fay, that during the time you were on the 
W indward Coail: you could at any time have landed ill tlHt 
boat ? 

No, not at all times. 

Could you have landed as often as you have been prevented by 
:the furf? 

I believe I could. 

Did you obferve the fame precautions in landing at St. Chrifto­
pher's and Dominique. as in landing upon the Windward Coail:? 

I did, • ! 

Are not ports at St. Chrifiopher's and Dominique in general .to 
leeward, and guarded by the highlands from the trade winds? 

The ports I have been in at Dominiq ue and St. Chrif1:opher's 
were, at Dominique, Rofeau Eay; and at St. Chrifl:op'her's, Batre­
terre. Thore ports are at the leeward of the Ifland; but I have 
freq uent!y known the rea breeze to blow very firong in both thofe 
ports. 

Did you ever know the fea breeze to blow fo {hong as to do 
any mifchief, or to' make it difficult in landing? 

I have. 

What do you mean by the rea breeze? 
The wind that blows in the day-time is generally called the 

fea breeze; and when the trade wind had been far to the fouth-
w3.rd of the eail (which it fometimes is) it makes a large furf on , ., . 
iliore. 

Is that the regular trade wind r 
The 
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: The trade wind is notcon.fined to anY ,one point of the com­
pafs; I have known it ' blow from north-north-eaft to fouth­
eaft. 

Does it not generally blow from eaft-north-eafl: to eaft-fouth­
eafi ? 

Generally. 

How many points of the compafs does it ever vary? 
I have faid from north-north-eafi to fouth-eaft, which are ten 

points. 

. Is not that during the hurricane months? 
I have known it blow in that manner from April to July, not 

confiantly, but at times, in each of thofe months. 

Can the wind that varies ten points be called a trade wind? 
I cannot fay it can very properly be called fo, but yet it is ge­

nerally called fo. 

When goods are to be {hipped on the Windward Coaft, at what 
diftance does the large boat anchor from the {hore ? 

I never anchored at a greater diftance than about fifty fathoms 
from the {hore. . 

Did you ufe the fame precautions at the' ports you have faid 
you have been at in the Wands of Saint Chriftopher and Do­
minique? A, Dominique I did, but not" at that difiance, becaufe I had 
.hulky articles to take on board, which was not the cafe upon the 
Windward Coaft. I never loaded at Saint Chrifiopher's, I have 
only gone in there in the war, to join the {hips of the fleet; and 
I have teeD them ufe the fame precautions, but I did not do it 
myfelf. 

If you had had bulky articles, would you have gone fo near the 
{hore all within fifty fathom~ on the Windward Coaft ? 

I thould have gone in fome places as near as I did at Do­
minique. 

How Real' did you go to the 1hore at Dominique, under thofe 
c:irCl1mftimc~1i ? 

So near, that joifis of about thirty feet reached the {hore from 
the Doat. 

7 D Could 



Could you have gone as near as that 'upon the WIndward 
Coafi? ' 

I could . 
: " t 

On what part? 
I ean not fay particularly the name of the part, but it was be~ 

tween Cape Mefurado and Cape Three Points . 

Could you have done it on any other part? 
I do no t know whether I could or could not. 

You have faid tha t ivory is an articl e of trade on the vVind­
ward Coall; is i t cufiomary with the natives to cut a hole in 
each elephant's tooth , and why ? 

We purcha[ed ' very littl e ivory on that Coafi , and I cannot re­
collect the circumfiance of the hole; the ivory we bought on the 
W indward Coafi was all fmall. 

You have fa id that ri ce is an article of commerce on the Wind­
ward Coafi ; did the (hip to which you belonged call there for ' 
the purpofe of procuring that article? 

It did . 

Can you recollect the quantity which was purchafed each 
voyage? 

About five tons. 

How long did it take to procure that quantity? 
From fi x teen days to about three weeks; there was another 

{hip in company with us both voyages, which purchafed about 
the fame quantity. 

Is the rice generally Wet with faIt water, fa as to require drying 
in the fun before it is fit to fiow away? 

It fometimes is when brought in the little canoe. 

Is it not oftener fo than otherwife? 
I cannot fay it is. 

Can you fay it is not? 
I believe it is not; but I cannot fpeak with correCl:nefs to the 

number of times that the rice came on board wet or dry. 

What appearance has the African rice? 
It has a reddifh appearance. 

Do 
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Do you know the difiinCtion between red an,d white rice? 
I do. 

What is the diftinction, and are they equally fit for the Euro-
pean market? . 

The African ricc which I have feen ha,s generally a red colour 
externally, the Carolina rice is white; I do not know whether the 
African rice would fell at an European market, but I know it to 
be a very hearty ~nd good food. 

Do you not think that exercife is neceffary for the health of the 
Slaves in the Middle Pa/fage? 

Certainly. 

In what manner are the Slaves prevailed upon to take that ex­
ercife? 

In my own £hip, after they had done melling, a man ftruck upon 
a drum, and they were made to jump up and down; thOle who re­
fufed were compelled with the cat. 

Did it often happen that they were compelled? 
It fometimes happened among the men, but very feldom among _ 

the women. 

You have ftated that the Slaves room was very hot, have you 
never known the SJavCls complain of being too cold at night, and 
do they not more frequently complain of being too cold than too 
hot? 

I never knew them complain of being too cold in the £hip I be­
longed to. 

Was the £hip you b~longed to properly furnifhed with gratings 
and air ports? 

She was properly furnifhed with .gratings, but had no air ports. 

Do you know whether African fhips in general have air ports, 
and that an African fhip cannot be faid to be proper! y fitted out 
that has not got f uch air ports? 

I have frequently met with African £hips without air ports, but 
fince I have left the Trade I have feen more with air ports coming to 
the Weft Indies than without . 

Were thofe perfons who died on board the Neptune able or ordi­
nary [eamen, landfmen, or apprentices? 

They 
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They were moO: of them able feamen, but I cannot diO:inguifh 
the proportions-; we had no landfmen on board but the cooper 
and armourer, and the carpenter's mate, I think, one voyage; and 
we never had an apprentice in the {hip. 

Were any boys in the {hip who were not apprentices? 
I believe there were two each voyage. 

Do YOll know how many of thofe perfons who died on board the 
V en us w~re able feamen ? 

I do not; but the Venus, to the beO: of my recollection, laO: all 
her officers the firO: voyage, except the chief mate and captain. 

Do you know that the York was a fmall veffel not ISO tons 
burthen? 

I do not; in looking over my journal for that tranfaction refpect­
Ing the York, I found it was the York's boat which we {poke 
wiih, and which gave me the account alluded to in my former 
evidence. 

Do you know the number of men that the York carried? 
The boat informed us, that {he left Liverpool with 75 men. 

Is it ufual for a vefie! of r 50 tons burthen to carry 75 men in 
time of peace? 

It is not; but I did not know the iize of the York, whether it 
was I SO or 300 tons burthen. 

Is it ufual fur a {hi p of 300 tons burthen to carry 75 men in time 
of peace? 

The {hips in the African trade carry a great many men, but I do 
not know the regular proportion to the tonnage. 

After you had made two voyages in the Neptune, did you not 
agree to go as chief mate with Captain King? 

I did; I wifued to fee the Gold Coaft where Captain King was 
bound, but before the {hip had got in a forwardnefs for fea I wrotc 
a letter to Mr. Calvert, who was owner of the {hip, thanking him 
for bis offering me the birth, but that I begged leave to decline 
proceeding in the {hip. This happened in the very year that I 
fini{hed my fecond voyage. 

Did you {late, in any' part of that letter, that you had a legacy 
left you, which you were going to the Weft Indies to re­
ceive? 

I d:. 
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I do not recolleCl: that I did; I told Captain Calvert, in the.­
letter, that I was going to the Weft Indies. 

Do you recoIleCl: tha~ you did not? 
I am not poiitive. I had a legacy left me in the Weft Indies. 

but I did not receive it till two years afterwards. 

Did you not go out to the Weft Indies in expeCl:ation of re· 
ceiving it fooner ? 

I did not. 

You have faid that you touched at the ifland of Annabona. 
and procured fome coaoa nuts and Calf ada flour. were thofe all the 
refre!hments you got there? 

They were. 

Do you know-whether there are refre!hments of live ftock. 
plantanes. and bananas to be procured in great plenty there? 

I faw fome live ftock. fome plantanes. and fame bananas brought 
along-fide our lhip; the captain purcha{ed fame of them for the 
ufe of the cabin. 

Were any of the fick Slaves fupplied with any refre!hments of 
that [ort? 

Tbey were not. The Slaves had in that voyage a dyfentery. 
and the captain was afraid to give them plantanes and bananas 
in that ftate; and we had no room upon deck for coops for 
fowls. 

w~s there no foom in the !hip or boats for live ftock, or could 
they not have la!hed the coops on the quarters of the !hip for 
that pl,lrpofe ? 

b~re WllS no room in any part of the !hip, except in the boats ; 
e 60at wherein we mjghth~ve put coops was a fmall one; coops 

m~~ve heen la!hed on the quarters of the iliip. but ilie had no 
a)p'p~ 1f'Ch~d there. 

DoJ'ou know that tqp ifbnd of Furn.andipo was ceded by Por­
tut~' to Spain. with an intention to eftabli!h a factory there, to 
carry on tile African Trade? 

I have heard that that illand was in po1feffion of the Spaniards. 
but for ",hat p.lJrpof~ l havc; not-heard. 

at Furnandipo high and dry. and. in con-
7 E fequence 
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fequence thereof, produces better yams than the fwamps abollt 
D el Rey and Calabar? 

It is very high land; they have a great deal of rain there in the 
rainy feafon. The yams are much better than at Calabar, which, 
I {hould [uppofe, proceeds from the di ffe- rence of [oil; and the 
people of Furnandipo, not having any other trade, give the whole 
of their attention to the cultivation of the land. 

State to the Committee all the inftances which you know, ·of 
your own knowledge, of the natives being carried off by {hips 
and tr<1:ding boats from Furnandi po, or any part of Africa ~ 

I have laid before, that I never knew an inftance upon the 
Coaft of Africa. At the ifiand of Furn:ll1dipo, in my [econd 
voyage, a boat belonging to the {hip Venus, C3ptain Jeremiah 
Smith, which had bee n rent for yams from Calabar to Furnan­
dipo, enticed a canoe to come along-fide, with about ten men in 
her; as Coon as {he got very near, the men ii-red into her from the 
{hip's boat, upon which they jumped over-board; rome of them 
were wounded, one of whom was taken out of the water, and 
died in lefs tban an hour on board the boat; two others were 
taken up unhurt, and carried to the river Calabar to the {hip. 
Captain Smith was angry at the officer for his conduct, and rent 
another officer in the boat to land the two men in the bay from 
whence they were taken. Immediately after the boat had brought 
off thefe two per[ons, I went into the bay in our own long-boat, 
and, upon [ending on Ibore two per[ons to fill [orne water, they 
were Currounded by the natlyes, who drove three [pears into one 
of the men, and wounded the other with a large fl:ick. This muft 
have been in con{equence of .taking away the two men jutl: men­
tioned.-I know of no other iHfta.nce. 

Did the Negroe~ who were in the canoe attempt to Cllt off 
the boat; and what was the provocation which made it nece/Tary 
for the men in the boat to fire at the canoe? 

They did not attempt to cut oft" the boat. The boat had [even 
men in h~ r, and was well armed; the people of Furnandipo had 
no fire-arms, therefore it is not probable they would attempt to 
cut off a bout armed and proteCted in the manner the boat of 
the Venus was. 

Have you ev(r heard of the natives of Furnandipo attempt­
ing to cut off boats with Europeans in them; and is it likely that 
the Europeans would fire into the canoe without having had 
[orne provocation? 

I never 
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I never heard of their attempting to cut off a boat. Some.­
times they have difputes with the people on ihore tradiFlg with 
them for yams; this was faid to be the cafe in thi,s infiance; but 
they had not done any of the boat's crew any injury. 

Was the ihip offered 'yOll by Mr. Cox a fiore-ihip, or If regular 
African i11ip ? '-

She was a frore-iliip; but Mr. Cox would have had me pur­
chafed Slaves (after delivering the frores) to carry to the Weft 
Indies. 

Have you that competent knewledge of the countries of Del 
Rey and Calabar to affirm that there are no Slaves there but the 
canoe-men? 

I never raw any others, except the women. 

Have you any other knowledge of the African Trade but what 
you have gained in your two voyages as mate, from the year 
1772 to 1776? 

I have not; and from conveding with perfons who have lYee.n 
much longer in the fervice. 

As you have faid you never fiept a night on ihore at Del Rey 
and Calabar, in what fpace of time did you go fifteen leagues up 
the river Del Rey and return to the iliip ? 

I never went more than two miles from the ihip in the river 
Del Rey, except in the long-boat to Furnandipo. When I fpoke 
of fifteen leagues up. the river Del Rey, I faid the !hip lay at 
anchor about that diitance from the river's mouth. 

You have faid before the Privy Council, the country was well 
inhabited as far as you went up the rivers, which was fifteen 
leagues up the river Del Rey, and ten leagues up the river Cata­
bar ;-how long did thofe different excurfions up thof(: rivers oc­
cafion you to be abfent from the i11ip ? 

I never was more than two miles from the {hip; I faid the 
{hip went up that difiance from the river's mouth. 

Where, and before whom, did you fay fo? 
I told the Honourable Privy Council that the iliip went up that 

diftance. 

Did you go into the houfes of many of the kings and principal 
traders in the country? 

I did. 
How 
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How long was it after you quitted the African Trade 'in 1176, 
before you wen t to fee your friends in the WeO: Indies? 

Immediately after. 

To what Wand did you go? 
To Barbadoes. 

How long did you continue there? 
About a fortnight. 

'Where did you go to from Barbadoes? 
To England. 

When did you firO: enter into the Weft India trade as com­
mander of a veffel ? 

The latter end of the year 1780. 

In what employ were you from the time of your quitting the 
African Trade to the latter end of the year J780? 

I made a voyage to the Well: Indies in 1777, and between that 
time and the latter end of 1780 I was on board the £hip Tartar, 
Captain Edward Fiott, a private £hip of war. 

, From what port in England did the £hip you firft commanded 
in' the Weft India trade fail, and to what Ifland? 

She belonged to the port of London, and failed to the ID.and of 
Antigua. 

How long did £he continue in that trade l 
I made one voyage in her. 

"Vho huibanded that £hip in London? 
Henry and Samuel Cox. 

From what ports, and to what Iflands. w~e yOJJr Qther voyages 
as commander? 

My fecond ~oyage was from the port Rf LqnP.WJ.. 
loll: in the Downs going to Antigua. Mr thifd 
from London to the fGand of An~igua. ~Qrcli r.t;.~fll.el"~~1N. 
;Frazer were the £hip's h;ujl> ods; in that ~ l 
frolll Antigua to America. My next voyages 
to the fame 11land in another £hip. hu1banded by 
men. My feventh voyage W!lS from ..... " .. ...,.u .. ""I'U, ... """ ••• 

badoes, the 1hip's hufband Samuel 
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voyages were from London to the fame Wand in another £hip, 
huibanded by Meffieurs Cox and Sherrin. 

Do you >continue in that {hip, and are you jn that employ at 
prefent? 

I am. 

Are you {hortly bound out for Ba-rbadoes ? 
I am, and expect and hope to fail on Monday or Tuefday 

next. 

Were the offers of the command of a velleI in the African 
Trade, which were made to you in 178 I or 178,2 by Nlr. Cox 
of Lemdon, and in 1782 by Mr. Taylor of AFltigua, the 
only inftances which you mentioned to haverefuIed accep ting 
'on 

They were; but I confiantIy declared my averfion to the Trade. 
which I believe has prevented fimilar offers. 

Did you ever d~cJare that averfion .to Mr. Coxaru:l Mr. Taylor 
before their offers toyou ? 

1 did not. 

Do you not apprehend that tbe property acquired on board a 
private £hip of war may be faid to be a traffic, though legaliz ­
ed by act of parliament, in fome meafure founded in blood? 

Ido not think my-felf competent to anfwer that queftion. 

Is not the pr.operty acquired by the African Trade equally 
legaHzed by act of parliament" and if -fo, you having given it 
as your .opinion that that Trade is perfectly il1egal, are you not 
.equally competent to deliver },o,ur opinion -in that Tefpect as to 
privateering ? 

When 1 was in a private lhip of war I confidered the war we 
were aheD tmgaged in in -a v6ry different light from the wars 
and pillage carried on in Africa, commonly called war; and 
when I entered into the privateer fervice, the £hip I ferved 'On 
board was a ver.yrefpectable filip, of 34 guns and 230 men, and 
1 thought and wilhed to have an opportunity of ferving my 
.country in that 1hip, and I ferved on board that {]1ip as nrll: 
"'ieutenant. 

.By whore labour is the fugar, rum, and other produce of the 
7 F IOand 
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In~nd of Barbadoes, which you now gain your livelihood by the 
tranfporting of from that Ifland to Great Britain, manufactured? 

By natives of that count.ry, and Africans. 

Are they oiled freemelil or Slaves ? 
Slaves. 

Are not the means which you therefore necelfarily draw from 
the employment which yo u are now in, of maintaining yourfelf 
and family, necelfarily connected with that Trade on the coafl: of 
Africa, which you bave abandoned from confcience Jake as being 
founded in blood? 

It is no doubt conneCted with the African Trade; I knew that 
to be the cafe when 1 made my former declaration . 

Did you ferve on board the priva te {hip of war for the good of 
you r cOllntry, or you r own private intereft only? 

For both. 

Do you know a place in the Ifland of Dominiq uc called W ood~ 
bridge's B:ly ? 

I have [een [uch a place. 

How far may it be from Rofcau r 
A very little way. 

Do Rot {hips lay tbere in fmoother water, and where the [urf on 
:the {hore is commonly of very little obfl:ruCtion to tbe {hipping :lnd 
landjng of goods? 

I never was more thal'l one voyage at Dominique, and then no 
{hip lay there; I know the furf is le[s there than at Ro[eau, but I 
never heard of any other produce but that belonging to the efl:ate 
of Mr. Woodbridge being {hippe'd from thence. 

Do you mean by that to fay, that the beach is private property, 
and that no other produce but that of the proprietor of that efl:ate 
can be {hipped from thence? 

I do not; I believe all beaches are confidered as the King's pro­
peqy, and free for any body to ufe as far as high water mark. 

Do you not know, or believe, that Wood bridge Bay is the ge­
neral place where all Guinea-men in particular bring up on their 
arrival, and where they take on board their homeward-bound 
cargn? ' 

1 have heard that was the cafe. 
Is 
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Is Or is not the port at Baffeterre at St. Chrifl:opher's directly 
open to the fouth, or to what other point of the compafs? ' 

It is open to the fouthward. 

D~ boats, which take the fugar from the ihore to carryon board 
the (hips in that road, generally come to an anchor at the difl:ance 
of fifty fathoms from the ihore, and receive the fugar from thence 
in fnuller boats? . 

The large boats I have feell come to anchor at fome diftance 
from the {hore. 

What diftance f 
I cannot fpeak with accuracy. 

Do not the boats which employ {kids come c10fe on the beach, 
and receive the fugar over their fides by means of thofe {kids? 

I have feen them receive the fugar over the fides and over the 
fterns of the boats. I have not feen much fugar taken off from 
the Wand of St. Chriftopher. 

Do you not know, or have you not heard, that the furf at 
Ba!Teterre is frequently fa high, as to prevent the boats from tak­
ing off fugar for days together? 

I do not know that to be the cafe, but I have frequently heard 
fo. 

Do you know a (hipping pla~e called Half Moon Bay, on the 
windward fide of St. Cbrifl:opher's ? 

I do not. -

State to the Committee what you know, of your own know­
ledge, as to the manner of feeding, c!oathing, lodging, and the 
general treatment of Slaves, as far as your oblervation has gone, 
in Barbadoes, and the other Weft India It1ands where you have 
been? 

I am not competent; and as fo much information has been 
given to the Committee on that fubject already, I beg leave to 
decline anfwering that quefl:ion. 

You have been two voyages to the Coafl: of Africa, and have 
thought yourfelf competent to give particular information re­
fpecting the manner of the African Trade; and you have beeu ten 
voyages to the Wefl: India If1ands, and yet you are incompetent 
to fpeak of the manner in which Slaves are treated there-State 

what 

• 



what you know of tha t matter, as far as you maybe competent 
thereto? 

I wiih to decli ne anfwering that quell:ion, as r am really not 
com peten t; as my duty, while in the African fervice, called upon 
me more immediately to m3ke the obfervations I have given to 
this Committee. 

And then .the Witnefs was direCted to withdraw. 

V eneris, SO die M artii 1790. 

CApt;un H all called in; and furt her examined. 

Captain H AL L. Can you tell how the receiving a legacy lhould induce any mall 

o 

to ,leave one line of fea-faring life for another." not requiring a 
larger capital to carry it on ( 

I do not know that it would induce a man fo to do. 

Do yo u think any comparifon can be inllituted between the 
cafes of fighting the declared enemy of your country, in lawful 
war, under a commiffion from your King, and of exercifing cruel­
ties upon a number of individuals, who arc .defencelefs., and hav.e 
given no offence? 

I think there is no comparifon. 

Do you think that a man, who lhould affign motives of feeling 
and tendernefs for the animal creation as thereafon for not 
chufing to .exercife .the trade~ of a butcher. or drover, might, with­
out fubjeCti,ng himfelf to the charge of infincerity, continue to 
fullain himfelf and his fami!y upon meat bou,ght of butchers? 

Moll: certainly. 

Did you hear the Calabar fiory fram any .perfons befides .thofe 
you have already mentioned? 

I have heard Captain Jeremiah Smith, ·.who .arrived a very 
iliort time after in the river :Calabar, mention thefiory, but not 
in that particular manner-He fpoke only to the.fuppofed number 
.killed. and carried. off, and conceived it . to be a ve~y. bloo4y traftf.. 
.aCtion. 
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What was the number of [eamen which you heard was loft III 

the Ben[on, when you faw her in the Weft Indies? 
I heard that {he had 10ft thirty-one perfons. 

Did you ever fee the Slaves in Africa eating with their mafter,s ? 
I h ave. 

What cau[es in general have YOll heard ailigned for the Natives 
of Africa detaining the officers alld crews of !hips boats, and 
requiring a ranfom for their releafe? 

I have heard that it has proceeded from difputes with the 
{hips and {hips boats, and done by way of retaliation. 

You have faid before the Privy Council, that the furgeon of 
one of the London {hips attended on {hore the king, who had 
been wounded in the Calabar tranfattion; was it the furgeon of 
one of the {hipf which had been attively enga..ged in it? 

It was not. ' 

Were the two brothers of the king, who. YOll have fai.}, agreed 
-with Rutter in the particulars of the Calabar tranfattion, .carried 
off to the \-Veft Indies on board the !hip of which Rutter was 
boatfwain? 

No. 

Before the Privy Council you faid, that the king of the Old 
Town gave his daughter for wife to a principal trader of the New 
Town., and you have before this Committee faid it was his fa­
vourite woman, can you account for this inconfiftency ? 

The boatfwain informed me the was the daughter of the king; 
but the two brothers faid {he was a favourite woman.-I think it 
is likely the boatfwain might be mifl:aken as to the quality of 
the woman. 

Are you fure, on recollettion, that the Duke of York, Captain 
Bevan, was a Liverpool {hip? 

Upon recollettion, I believe the belonged to Brifl:ol. 

Was it your general cuftom, during your voyages to fet down 
in writing any thing you might hear of what had pafTed at former 
periods, or only the tranfattions of the pre[ent time? 

Only the tranfaCtions of the prefent time. 

7 G Did 



'D:d you hear the Calabar fiory ence only, 0r frequently,' f1'Ol11 

R utter ? 
F requently. 

" Vas Capta(n Smith, with whom you failed, of a hadh and 
crud difpofition, or the contrary? 

I never knew an inflance of harih or inhuman treatment prac­
(ned "by ' Captain Smith, in either of the voyages ,I was with 
him;. on tbe con trary, he' was partic ularly atten ti \Ie ,to the fick. 

, bQth of the crew and . the Slaves. 

Can you give any particular proofs of his humanity? 
I remember an infl:ance of a woman being purchafed, with her 

child.·ab'O'utfix weeks old; the child was very crofs from indif-
_pofition, and ·had made much noife at night; the boatfwain 
wiilied much to hal'e permillion to throw it o\lerboard, he even 
{olicited the captain for that permiffioll, a.nd gave as a reafon, thal 
the child would not live, and if it did it would fetch <!lothing ill 
the Wefl: Indies; which re,quefr the captain received with horrQ!, 
.>and .detefl:atiO'n. 

When alked, " Do you fUp'pofe 'that I the armed · canoes whkh 
. " you mentioned to have feell in Del Rey river were equipped in 
." tbat manner to commit hofl:ilities, or for the protection merely 
" of thofe who were in them, and their goods?" You anfwered, 
'" For protectidnof thore that were on' boar<i . them, and their 
" goods."~Do you mean to give it as your opinion, that the 
--armed canoes' would not take any.opportunities that might oifer 
of feizing and carrying off any perfons w.hom. they might be able 
:to furprize ? 

I · -be.lieve they · would. 

When aiked, "Do you mean to nate, that every' thing you 
" have faid relating to the Slave Trade is hearfay evidence, col­
" lected from other people?" You anfwered, " Yes, .1 have. faid 
" fo before."-In your anfwer to this .quefl:ion, do you mean to 

. confine YClurfelf to what 'you had learned refpecting the· Slave 
Trade to refer to what you had jufl: faid you had heard on thde 

,topics from the traders, or to what you had. feen with your own 
.eyes ? 

To what I ·had hear.d from the trader-s. 

Have you often known the rice that has' been br~u.8ht on 'board 
your 
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your lliip fo.wet as to· require drying, when it has no~been brought 
in the little canoes? . 

Very feldom. 

In faying that it fometimes happened among the moen, that they 
were compelled with the cat to dance, Qid you mean that they 
were fometimes only actua.Jly whipped, or that it was only fomc­
times neceffary for a perfon to be prelent with the cat ro fuperin­
tend their dancing ? 

It was always neceffdry for the perron. to have a cat who at­
tended the Slaves while meffing and taking their exercife; and 
they fometimes received a few ihokes when they refufed to per­
form that exercife,. or to eat their victu.als. 

Have you known the furf in the Weft Indies fo great fometimes 
as to prevent your landing? . 

I remember at Dominique an inftance that we could. not land 
with either of the ibip's boats for forty-eight hours. 

Was Mr. Cox, who made you the offer of a Stave lhip, the 
fame gentleman who huibsmded the lhip you commanded to the 
Weft Indies? f 

.kIe wa~ . 

Did all the lhips and all the captains wh~ch you have e.riume~ 
rated combine with the people of the New Town at Calabar t(} 
furprize the people Qf the Old Towni' 

No. 

How many lio you except from that. combination? 
One. 

What was the name of -the capta.in, and the name of that one 
lhip, which did not combine with the reft in furpriiing the peo­
ple of Old Town? 

I do not recolleCt either. 

Have you ever knoWll any inftances of Slaves jumping 0lter-~ 
'board? 

I remember one in the river Del Rey. 

Do you recolleCt any other inftance ? 
One in Antigua. 

If 
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Ii tltL! !;01l[" .lill mifinformcd you 
ll)ipl,t he not ltkcwil(; havL! bee II 
Lll~'? 

about the king's daughter, 
mifiaken in other particu-

The lIlilhke r~fprCl:i[lg th is woman might have been from 
the information he ]J.l(l rc:ce il'eu j but the greater part of the 
tLlnf:1C1:ioll cam immediately under his own fight and obfcr-
vation. 

Dy w hall: orde r did tbe perColl wi th the cat attend the mefiing 
:\I1d dancing of the Sl.lvcs ? 

Dy the c.lptain's . 

By whofe oruL!r did the perf all ufe the cat ill any particular 
infi.\J1(l;s ? 

lIe uJCu it at his own difcret ion, without panicular orders . 

You have !lated that Captain Smith was a very humane 
man, was the making the Slaves dance confidered as all aCt pi 
cruelty? 

It was confidercd as a ncccfTary act. 

You have fclid, that you believed the armed canoes would have 
taken an opportunity of furprizing and carrying off the natives; 
hal'c you known any infi:loces of it? 

I have not. 

On what grounds do you believe it ? 
I do not believe that the perfons in the canoes would have eon­

, fidered it a crime, from being in the conftant habit of feUing 
people. 

Are they in the habits of taking people in that manner? 
I do not know that they are. 

Do you think the planters in the Well: Indies, or the:Miiblt 
merchants of thefe days, are at all refponllblc for tht. rUJi.P8re 
tranfaction at Calabar ? 

I do not b lieve that any perf on who wat bOt oft­
{hips. and aCtually engaged in the bufinefs. is at all refooIUftflel""Mt 

Do you think it would be juft to punilh ~nc:"plap'te~ .. 
African merchant of thefe d~}'s. for that 

Certainly not • 
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Is it not a common practice in the trade to the Windward Coail: 
to employ the boy Slaves on the {hip's duty, particularly in going 
aloft? 

I do not know that it is. 

Do you fuppofe that the boy Slaves in the {hip Benfon were 
Cent aloft for want of feamen, and not becaufe it was the prac~ 
tice to employ tbem occafionaBy in that fervicd . 

I heard that it was from the lofs of feamen in the courfeof tbe · 
voyage. 

From whom did you hear that? 
From general converfation on {hore; and fome of her people 

when on {hare informed my boat's crew that that was the cafe. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. I S A A C WI L SON, Surgeon in His Majefty's 
Navy, was called in, and examined. 

How many voyages have you made to the coaft of Africa for 
Slaves? 

One. 

In what {hjp. under whOlt captain, and to what port? 
The {hip Elizabeth, John Smith, mail:er, from the port of 

London. 

When did you fail on the faid voyage, and when did you 
return ? 

I failed on the 10th of May 1788, and returned on the 6th 
December 1789' 

What was the tonnage of the Elizabet? ? 
I believe about 370 tons. 

Was {he well fitted for the voyage? 
I believe as well as moil: veffels are. 

Were the crew and Slaves as well treated as the nature of the 
trade appears te> you to admit? 

The crew and Slaves were as well treated as in any other 
1hips. 

7 H What 



What number of Slaves did you take on board? 
Six hundred and two. 

Were they all confined between decks at night during the 
·voyage? 

They were, a few women excepted. 

Were they crouded in that fituation? 
Yes. 

What was the general appea.rance of the Slaves when brought 
on board the veffel ? 

A gloomy penfivenefs feemed to overcall: their countenance. 

Did this appearance of melancholy continue? 
Yes, in a great many. 

What number of Slaves did you lofe in the courfe of your 
voyage? 

One hundred and fifty-five. 

Of the 155 who died on board your {hip, was there, in your 
opinion, a confiderable proportion, the primary caufe of who{e­
diforders and death might be reafonably deemed to be this me-
lancholy? . 
. Yes; I am of opinion in the proportion of two to one. 

Were the fymptoms of thefe perfon's diforders uniform i 
They were generally the fame. 

Did you ever recover any of the Slaves whore illnefs you attri­
bute to that caufe? 

I do not recollect any. 

Have you any other reafon for believing that the ~8 of 
thefe perfons might be attributed to melancholy refultliJf 'ttGtn 
their fituation ? 

Yes. 

What are the other reafons ? 
Some who were taken ill, and who had Ddt 

on them. medicines were adminill:ered to .. h ....... c.1fetl. . ~ 



Did you ever hear the Slaves fay any thing which confirmt:d 
the opinion of their melancholy, which you had formed from 
other circumftances ? ' 

I have heard them fay in their language, that they wilhed to 
Jie. 

Have you any grounds, befides thofe of your own experience and 
obfervation, for attributing the mortality of the Slaves in any 
conliderable degree to the defpondency occafioned by their titua­
tion? 

Yes; Captain Smith informed me the mortality of the Slaves 
was owing to their thinking fa much of their fituation. 

Was the flux prevalent 011 board your ibip ? 
It was. 

Did you conceive it to have heen owing in any degree to this 
melancholy? 

I conceived it in a great meafure owing to their taking their 
fitllation 10 much to heart, and refufing fuil:enance, by whi«h 
means they became debilitated. 

Had you any other very deil:ruCtive diforders amongil: the Slaves 
befides the fl ux ? 

None that I recolleCt. 

Have you ever heard the Slaves on board complain of heat? 
Yes. 

Can you mention any ill effeCts that have refulted from this 
heat, and the confinement of their fituation ? 

Yes, fuch as weaknefs and fainting. 

Do you apprehend it has ever been the caufe of the death of 
Slaves? 

"Yes, I he1ieve it ' has, having feen them frequently brought 
upon deck, fame fainting; and I have alfo feen [orne die within a 
few ~inutes after tbey have been brought upon deck, which pro­
ceeded from tIle corrupted i1:ate of the air and heat jointly. 

Were any of the perfons, whole deaths you affign to theCe 
cauCes, in apparently good health before they had been CubjeCted 
to tbe operation of them? 

I have feen them go down apparently perfeCtly well at night, and 
, founei 



fo und dead in the morning, and others in a limilar lituation , as 
that above defcribed. 

Had you an hofpital or lick birth on board your veifd ? 
We had an hofpital. 

W hat did the fick Slaves lie 011 there ,? 
Bare planks. 

Did the motion of the veifel render this very uncomfortable or 
inj urious to them? 

'It occafioned frequently excoriations from the moil: prominent 
parts of the body. 

Was your lofs of men or of women the greateil: ? 
Of men. 

Were the men Slaves generally kept in irons? 
They were; thofe in a fickly {tate excepted. 

Is it your opinion, that the perfons employed in this Trade ca'n 
purfue it with fafety to themfelves, if the men Slaves are in general 
not kept in irons? 
. I think not. 

Is this opinion founded on fpeculation merely, or is it con­
firmed by any particular faas ? 

They attempted 'to rife on us when at Bonny; a few of them 
jumped overboard, and were picked up, and brought on board 
again. 

Do the men Slaves on board ever dance? 
Yes. 

'In what does this dancing confifi? 
It confifis in their jumping, as far as the nature of their con­

Enement will admit of. 

'What do you mean by, ~'as far as the nature of their confine­
" ment will admit of ?" 

.Being in irons, and chained to the deck. 

'Explain the mode of their being chained to the deck? 
On their being brought up they are placed clofe to each other, 

ancl 



and' on each of their irons there is a ring, through which a chain 
.is rolled, and fafiened with ring bolts to the deck by a lock. 

Are they ever compelled to dance, arnd by what means? 
They are compelled to da'nce by means ,of the cat frequently. 

Is it common for the Slaves to refufe fuftenance? 
It is very common. 

Are any means of compulGon ufed on fuch occaIions ? 
Yes. 

Vihat means? 
On their firfi refural, mild and gentle means are made ufe of; 

~but if that does not fucceed, the cat is generally applied. 

Did the 81 aves om board your veifel appear to be much crouded 
when below? 

Yes, they did. 

Were you obliged to ufe any precautions in ord~r to go about 
amongfl the Slaves? 

Yes, we generally took off our {hoes prior to going down 
amongfl them, aod were very cautious how we walked, for fear 
we ihould tread on fome of them. 

\.y as there any other veifel belonging to the fame houfe as 
your's, which failed to the Coafl for Slaves? 

Yes, there were three. 

State to the Committee their names, and other fpecifications ? 
The firfi was the Elizabeth, Captain Wallis, of London; the 

fecond was the Favourite, Captain Barnfield, of the fame port; 
and the third was the Elizabeth, Captain Marihall, which failed 
from Liverpool, and was marked on her flern " The Elizabeth 
of London." 

Had the Elizabeth of London, the firft-mentioned veifeI, de­
livered her Slaves befo.re your veJfel arrived in the river Plate? 

She had. 

How many Slaves had {he purchafed in Africa, and how many 
11ad {he lofl before her delivery? 

7 I I was 



) ' 

( 566 ] 

I was told {he purchafed about +50, and buried upwards or 200 

before her arrival in the POrt of delivery. 

By whom were yo u told this? 
By the commiffioner ,of the Royal Phillip pine company of 

Spain . 

Do yo u know how many Slaves the Favourite had pu rchafed in 
Africa, and how many {he had loft before her delivery In the 
river Plate! 

I was told {he purchafed 466; the mortality waS 73, and .de-
livery 393. 

By whom were you told thi s? 
By the chief mate and furgeon of the {hip. 

Do you know how many Slaves the Elizabeth, Captain Mar­
ihall, had purchafed, and how many {he had loft before her de­
livery? 

I have been told (he purchafed 546; mortality 158, and de­
livery 388. 

By whom were you told this? 
By Captain Mar{hall, and his furgeon Mr. Duffin. 

Were any perfons on board Captain Mar{hall's {hip in .the fmall­
pox when ihe arrived in the river Plate? 

Yes. 

Can you fiate how many? 
Two or three. 

Did any of the Slaves die of this diforder after delivery ~ 
Yes. 

How many? 
220. 

Is this 10fs to be added to the 158 before mentioned? 
That lofs was not from one {hip alone; the mortality of the 

158 was prior to the delivery of the cargo of one {hip. but the 
mortality of thefe 220 was from the different {hips after they 
were landed on {hore. 

Where 



Where did you obtain the jnformation you have given refpect­
ing this mortality after the delivery? 

A few days after my arrival at the river Plate I was with a 
Spani/h furgeon appointed to take care of the Negroes on /hore. 
All thefe inllances came under my own irnfpeCl:ion. 

Wha't number of feamen had you on board your own veffel on 
your going out, and what number did you lofe in the courfe of 
your voyage? 

My /hip's company, including all, amounted to fifty-five, out of 
which we loft eighteen, Hxteen of which )Vere loft by ficknefs, 
and two were drowned. 

Do you know of the number of the crews, and of thcir lofres, 
on board any other of the !hips? 

Of the numher of the crews of either of the other /hips I do 
not know; of the crew of the Elizabeth, Captain MarfhalJ, I 
have been informed by the furgeon the mortality was twenty­
feven. 

Was there any infra nee of fuicide on board your veffel ? 
Yes. 

_Specify it~ or them, and defcribe the circumftances ? 
The firft inftance was of a woman; fhe found means to convey 

below, the night preceding, rope yarn, or fomething of that na­
ture, which {he made faft to the head of the armourer's vice, which 
was then placed in the women's room. She faftened it round her 
nevk, and on the morning {he was found dead, with her head 
laying on her {houlder; from whence it plainly appeared that {he 
muft have made ufe of very great exertions to have accomplifhed 
.her de1ign, her neck being in that fituation as coming near ift 
contaCl: with the upper part of the vice. 

From wbom did you hear this? 
It is cufiomary, when any accident of that kind happens, to 

!end for the furgeon; and in the fituation above defcribed I found 
her. 

Was there any other inftance, and defcribe the circumfiances 
of it? 

Th~re was. A young woman alfo found means to convey rope 
yarn below. which {he made faft to a batten contiguous to that 
part -Qf the platform where {he ufually lay. She made a noofe, 

and 
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::md 'put her neck in it, fl ipt off the platform, and put a period 
to her exiLl:ence. The morning following {he was found warm, 
Lut every fymptom of life gone. 

Did you fce ber yourfelf after her death? 
I did, and made ure of the neceffary means employed on thofe 

,occafions for her recovery, but wi thout effect. 

You have faid tbat compulfive means are [omctimes ref or ted 
to for obliging the Slaves to t ake fuftenance; can you mention 
any parti<.ular inLl:ance wherein it was neceffary to ' have reco urfe 
to any other than the .ordinary means of compulfion; and if you 
do, relate the in!l:ance and the circumftances ? 

Yes, the infbnces were many, but I {hall relate a particuldr in­
Ll:ance which happened on board, of a young man whom I con­
ceived ftarved himfelf; be had not been very long on board before 
I perceived him to get thin; we found h e had negleCted takine> 
his provifions, and had at thi s time re fufed taking any fufienanc~ 
whatever.; mild means were made ufe of to perf'llade him or di­
vert him from his refolution : we endeavoured to make him un­
derfland tbat he fl1 0nJ.d have any thing he wifhed for, but he fiill 
refufed any Iu1l:enance; we had then recourfe to the cat, which 
proved to have as little fuccefs; he always kept his teeth fa fafi 
{hut that it was impoilib le to get any thing down; we endeavoured 
to introd uce a fpeculum ori s, but the points were too Dbtufe to 
e nter; we next tried a bolus knife, without any effect. In this 
fiate he continued for fom or five days, when he was brought up 
by the furgeon's mate as dead, in order to be thrown overboard; 
but 'l having given particular direetions that no body whatever 
{hould be committed to, tbe deep without my having previouily 
feen it, I was called, and found life fiii! exifiing, and that in a 
much Ll:ronger degree than I .could have fuppofed from his weak 
and debilitated fiate: we repeated our former end€avours with as 
little effect as ufua1, and two days afterwards he was brought up in 
the fame fiate, and in a fimilar fituation as before; he now feemed 
to have an inc1illa:tion to get up; we al1ifted him, and brought him 
aft to the fire, place, where in a low and feeble voice, in his own 
native tongue, he aiked for a little water, which was immediately 
brol:lght him, and he d~ank: we began to entertain fome hopes of 
diffuading him from his refo!ution, but he again {hu t his teeth as 
fall: as ever, and he refolved to die; and two days following, being 
the nint,h day fpom his firfi perceivable refufa!, he died. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

SoMali, 



· Sabbati, 6° die Martii 1790. 

MR. Wilfon called in, and further examined. 

Have you ever known i.IJftances of Slaves jumping overboard, or Mt. WI L SO N. 
attempting to do fo; and with what intention do you fuppofe them 
to have fo attempted or done? 

Yes, I have; and I believe with an intention of drowning 
themfelves; I can relate two in il:ances of it from our own {hip: 
the firil: of'which was when laying at the ilbnd of Annabona, 
a Slave that was on the fick lift jumped o·verboard, and was 
picked up by the nati.ves; the fecond inftance was when at fea, 
the captain and officers were at dinner in the cabin, we heard the 
alarm of a Slave being overbo~rd, and found it too true, and per­
ceived him making every exertion he co uld to drown himfelf, by 
putting his head under water, and. lifting his hands up, and thlls 
went down as if exulting that he got away; the perron picked up 
in the former inil:~nce died fcon after. 

Is the {hip fitted up in a way to prevent attempts of th.is fort 
being effeCtual? 

Yes, it is, by nettings round the quarter deck, main deck, and 
poop, to a confiderable height. 

Do you believe the deCpondency of the Slaves, ariling from their 
;fituation, ever produces madnefs ? 

We had a cafe on board of a man who came on board apparently 
well, but {hortly after became to look ,penlive and melancholy; 
a certain degree of wildnefs appeared in his countenance; he began 
to eat his tood voraciouily, and fometim~s as if infenfible what · 
it was; at other times he refufed it entirely; at length he became 
noify, and made ufe of the expreffion, ., Armourer,' that perfon 
being in general called upon to take t~.:: Slaves out of ,irons when 
necetTary; he continued to difiurb tI,e {hip's company and the 
Slaves for a confiderable time, and at length he died infane. 

So far as your acquaintance with the Negroes has .en:tbled you 
to form an opinion, what do you think of their capacities and 
.difpofitions, and of their natural and focial afE:ctions? 

We had one inil:ance alfo on bOJrd which induces me to be­
lieve that they are equally [ufceptible of affeCtions and tendenJe(s 

7 K as 
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as moit other people. ! beg leave to relate the circumfl.ance : 
W'hen in the river at Bonny, one of the people called Breeches, who 
are ftyled of the higher c1afs, was brought on board, he feemed 
to take his lituation a good deal to heart, and got ill; but from 
indulgences granted to him (which none of the reft experienced) 
he in fome meafure recovered. When he was in a convalefcent 
Hate, a young woman was alfo brought on board, from the 
fimil arity of whofe countenance and colour we fuppofed them to 
be relations, which we afterwards found to be true: ihe prO\ed 
to be his lifter. On their firft meeting they ftood with filence 

.and amazement, and looked at each other apparently with the 
greateft affection. They ruihed into each others arms-embraced 
-feparated themfelves again-and again embraced. I perceived 
the tears run down the female's checks. The man h~J a return 
of his former complaint, and his lifter attended him with the 
greateft care imaginable. The firft thing ihe did of a morning, 
was to come to me and enquire how her brother did. He at 
length died. Upon the news of which the fifter wept bitterly, 
tore her hair, and ihewed other figns of difl.raCtion. VI e carried 
her fafe to South America, and there delivered her. 

Did you find it difficult on the Coaft to purchafe as many fe­
male Slaves as you wanted? 

We generally found more females than males. 

Which fold at the higher price? 
The males, I believe. 

vVhat number of Slaves were fick when your veR"el arrived III 

the river Plate? 
Sick and on recovery about eighty. 

What was your reafon for quitting your late employment? 
My reafon for it was, I did not like to ccmtinue in a trade that 

did not perfectly coincide with my ideas, and that was not to 
my fatisfaction. 

In what refpect was it incompatible with your ideas, and not 
,to your fatisfaCtion? 

By being obliged to make ufeof means for the prefervation of 
the cargo, contrary to my feelings and fenfe of humanity. 

To what means do you allude? 
The application of the cat, to which I have had frequent re­

courfe; 
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-courfe; and, even i11 the aCt ofchaftifement or flagellation, I bave. 
feeo the Slaves look up at me with a {mile on their countenance. 
and in their own language fay, "Prefently we £baH be no more." 

For what purpofes were you at thofe times chaftiling them ~ 
In order to get them to take their food,. 

Was the captain of your {hip a man o(extraordinar¥ feverity? 
No, he was not; 011 the contrary never was there a m0re Im-

mane man, or a man of greater feelings, or a man who paid more 
attention to the pre[ervation of the Slaves fo/ the fake M his em­
ployers, &c.-he never permitted any perfon to chaftife the Siaves 
except himfelf and the [urgeon. 

Do you know of any velTe! having loft a ccnJiderable number of 
Slaves by the fmall-pox at the iflan:d of St. Thomas, or elfe­
where? 

Yes; I have been informed by the furgeon . of the Elizabeth, 
Captain Marfhall, that while they lay at the ifland of St. Thomas, 
the Hero, Captain Withers, was alfc there, and that the faid veffel 
Hero had loft 159 Slaves of the fmall-pox. 

Were you on board any-other £hip in the river Bonny. the crew 
of which had fuffered confiderably from mortality? 

I was on board a veffel, which I afterwards found t-o be Spanilh 
property under American colours, the Saint Antonio; the captain 
had buried the furgeon, mate, and all the officers (theboatfwain 
exce;ted) and the major part of the crew; he himfelf was alf(} 
.ken ill, and begged I would attend him, and order whatever I 
thought neceffary, or whatever might be conducive to his fIjeedy 
secovCII'Y' I did fo, and found the means ineffectual-he died go­
ing ovtll the -Bar, by which means a Spanith gentleman (fuper. 
(!a.rgo on board.of our atip) weRt down to this veffel; upon find­
ing Spaniili papers on board, he thought proper to put officers in 
her from our vetfel, and the two others which were then there in 
&he Caple employ. Prior to the death of Captain Daniel, who 
commanded the St. Antonio, he informed me that he came from 
Ca~a, .in North Alnemca, went into fome port of Holland 
with the cargo, for which he got goods there in order to pur­
chafe Slaves 011 the Coaft of Africa, and carry them to Cartha­

or ~ otluir ~ ietjdement. This information he 
... _ ...... ~ me to give the SpanUh gentleman who was 011 board our 

.... ~ ........ ,. and which,z ~niiiJ1y did. . 

Did 
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Did not that Spani£h vefiel under American colours fuffer more 

.1o[s than any Engli£h veffel you ever knew? 
I believe {he did, in proportion to her fize. 

In the Weft Indies, have you ever known feamep jump over­
'board? 

No. 

Do you know to what employ the Slaves were deftined, which 
were carried in your £hip to the Plate River? 

We had nothing to do with them after delivery, but were in­
formed by the inhabitants, that part of the men Slaves were rent 
to work in the mines of Peru, and others were fold as [ervants to 
thofe who wi£hed to purcha[e them. 

Might not the expectation of that employment in the mines 
of Peru have an influence on the minds of the Slaves? 

The Slaves knew not where they were to go; and prior to 
their going to the mines they went to Buenos Ayres, and from 
thence they travelled to Lima, where they were difFo[ed of for the 
pUl'po[e of working in the mines. 

Were the Slaves in the three {hips ' deftined for the [arne pur­
pofe? 

Any per[(i)l1who wi£hed to have bought them, might have fo 
done prior to their going there; I therefore cannot fay for what 
particular purpo[e they were deftined. 

Is not the demand for Slaves in South America for the purpo[e 
of working the mines? 

I 1110uld [uppa[e the men Slaves were bought for whatever pur­
pofe the purcha[er thought proper, as I before obferved; I cannot 
tell they were particularly for that purpofe, of working in the 
mines. 

Do you know to what employment the male Slaves are put in 
South America? 

I thll1k 1 have fully an[wered that queftion before in my former 
an[wers. 

\Vere the numbers in your £hip within the limitations pr.efcribed 
by the late regulating act ? 

1 helieve not, we lailedbefore the act took place. 

Was 
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Was the .regulating .actgi ven to your ihipr 
Not to my knowledge. 

On what part of thecoaft were the Slaves purchafed which you 
-carried to the river Plate? 

At Bonny. 

Do you know whether the Slaves which yon purchafed were 
brought from the ililland .country, or whether from the neighbour­
hood of Bonny ·? 

Bonny is itfelf an ifland, I therefore believe they were brought 
from the inland country. 

Do you know whether they were prifoJ;1ers ~f war, .convicts, or 
what their condition was? 

I do not. 

Do you underftand the 'Bonny language-? 
No, only fome few words.. 

Had you any interpreter on board 1 
We had. 

Did the Slaves()n boaril youTihip fpeak the Bonny language '? 
1 do not ,know:, the interpreter eocplained foru8 ; nor did I ever 

enquire whether the Slaves fpoke the fame language or not. 

How old are you,? 
Twenty-five years of age. 

Where .were yon educated; by what approbation .did you be­
,come furgeon; and were you ever examined, and where? 

I was educated at Trinity College, Dublin, at Edinburgh\, and 
'Glafgow; I have been examined by the furgeollS of London at 
&urgeons' Hall, and received a qualification as being capabJe ·of 
being a furgeon of aay of His Majefty's ihips of any rate. 

Did you receive .that .qualification belo{'e you engaged in the 
African Trade, or finceyou have left .it off? 

Before I engaged in the African Trade . 

.Row many furgeons were thereon board your ihip Elizabeth? 
Three, in the medical line. 

In 
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1I n VI' hat ca pn'ci ty did you make your voyage to Africa? 
,As ,p rin ci pa l [urgeofl. 

Had you any knowledge about the con tinen t of Africa, or the 
~mod e by .which the Slaves fold were made fuch ? 

I had no knowledge of that fort . 

In what {late of health were the Negmes, when received on 
board? 

We never received any but what were apparently in a good 
!tate of health. 

How many men' and how many women died? 
I cannot exactly fay ,; but 1 believe the ,proportion of males was 

ltwo to one, or more. 

Did ,that 10[s bear a relative proportion to the num bers of each 
fex that were lhipped on board? 

I cannot exactly tell, as ldo not recollect the number of each 
,fex brought on board. 

Did any ,of the Slaves complain at any time to you of being 
'cdiiTatisfied with their condition on board? 

T hey did not complain to me; but I could perceive they were 
,not by any means content. They ,have .complained of heat fre­
''luently.. 

Explain the fymptoms which induced :you ;to boliovethat they 
,we re diiTatisfied with their fituation '? • 

Their refufing nourilhment, and endeavouring to make away 
with themfelves, were ihong reafans for my thinking they were 
,by no ,means ,content . 

• 
Whether fea fi,cknefs had not an apparent effect on them? 
.Not particularly fo while .in the harbouJ:. that [ could PCl'­

cel-ve. 

Whether fome of the fymptoms you nave alJeded to, {uch ail 

refufing their food, were not in a great meafure .owing to lea­
ficknefs? 

For the firfl: three or four day6 we were at fea. we expe~~cl 
that the ficknefs would prevent them from eating, but fbat could 
oIlot be zenerally {aid to he of 10n.8' d.uratioD. 

W.erc 
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Were thofe fymptoms in confequence of the fea lichefs r 
.1 have already anfwered that queftion ·in my former anfwer. 

Did not thofe fymptoms which you have mentioned go off in 
:proportion as the fea ficknefs went off! 

I cannot .think they did, many ftill continuing ill, whore pri­
mary caufe of illnefs, I conceive, was not fea ficknefs. 

Do you .remember tIle {hip being ,in any, and what, diftrefs in 
;going ont of the harbour, or droyping down the river? 

J do, Irec011eCl: fomething other being very near on {hore; bu.t 
:being particularly engaged amongft the Slaves at thatperi0d, I . 
. cannot give any defoription of it. 

How long did {he rema-in in that fituation ? 
1 do not ,parti~ularly recolleCt the length of time. 

Say as near as you can' recolleCt? 
I believe we were one day in .that fituation; ttatis a queftion 1 -

<cannot anf wer to a .cortainty. 

Were the Slaves during that time kept .below, and not brought 
'upon deck? 

The men were, I believe; the women were at times upon deck 
at .intervals, I believe.; hut thefe are occurrences ' I cannot particu­
J ad y .recollett. 

Whether their health was not vifibly affected daring the time 
!tha~ they were kept below., by the diftrefs of the {hip? 
~ es.. I belie\\C it was. . . 

Do youknpw whether a fixed melancholy is the general caufe 
,of the death of Negroes on {hip-board? 

.I hav! already .related fome cafes re(peCting fuicide on board. 

'~eftion repeated. 
1 b~lieve it to ~ one .great caufe. 

Explain ·the fymptoms? . 
The fymptoms of melancholy are lownefs of fpirits and de- , 

.fpondency; refuting their proper nouri{hment frill increafes thefe 
fymptoms 3 at length the ft~mach gets. weak, and inCApable of 
digelti.ng theM- food: Fluxes and dyfenteries enfue; and, from 
;t!ac weak and debilitated ftate of the patient, it foon carries 

011: 
What 

~J 
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What do the Negroes lay upon in their own country? 
I do Inot know. 

At what time did the ihipfiril hoill SpaniLh colouI"s .? 
1 do not recollect. 

'Did ihe ever hoiil: them? 
She did. 

Before ihe got to the .Coafl of Africa, or ~fter? 
I believe it was after we left the Coail: ·,of Africa, and were 

.fome way tQ the fouthward of the line. 

Who was the owner of her? 
I underflood Mdueurs .Firm1Ll ~e Taitet ,and Company ,were 

.the owners. 

Were they Spaniih merchant'9, or agents to Spaniih mer-
.chan ts-? 0 

I do not know-they might be owners or a,gents. 

Were they Brit'iih fubjecls? 
1 believe th~y were. 

Where did you leave the iliip, and how did ,YOIl come home '? 
I came home in the ihip to the river Thames, and there I left 

her. 

1s the pa'ifag:e from Africa to Buenos ,Ayres longer or {ho,rtef, 
or attended with greater or 'lefs riik, than .to the Wefl India 
Illands? 

J do not knew; 1 have never been but one voy~ge in ,the 
Guinea Trade, and that was to the river Plate. 

Did your !hip come home under Engliih or Spanilh colours? 
We had Englilh colours. 

When were they hoilted again:? 
I eto - not particularly recolleCl; 'but -r believe ,it was fhort~1 

after we ·lcl"t ·the ri \!er .Plate. 

Under what colours did , yOO .gD into the harbour of Cadiz! 
I have already faid we came to the river Thames under Engliili 

<colours.; we ,did not touch .at Cadiz at all. 
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Do you know what became of the two lhips in~ompaDy wit:h 
you? 

1 believe they were bound to Cadiz. 

Was the Englilh merchant, who fold the (hip Elizabeth to 
Mr. Taftet, induced fo to do by the late regulations refpecting 
the African Trade; and was that the reafon that induced Captain 
Smith to go to Buenos Ayres? -

I know nothing of the purchafe or difpofal of the lhip. 

Did Captain Smith ever give you any information refpeC1ing the 
failing or deftination of that alip ? 

Yes, after it was fettled that I {bould go with him; I underftood 
we were to fail to the Coaft of Africa, tJ.ke in a cargo of Slaves, 
and deliver them to commiffioners of the Phillippine Company of 
Spain, at M~mtevideo, on the river Plate. 

Had you a Spanilh fupercargo~ [urgeon, and boat[wain, on board 
your fbip, and what 'other Spanilh officers? 

We had; and alfo a mate. 

Yau have ftated that your cargo of Slaves attempted to rife on 
you; was that any reafon for keeping a ftricter guard over them 
than you otherwife would have done? 

I believe it was. 

Do you fuppofe that the Spaniards and other nations would 
carryon a trade for Slaves to Africa, if that trade was abolilhed in 
Great Britain? 

I cannot form any idea what other nations would do. 

You have fiated that the Negroes complained much of heat, 
-was your {hip furnilhed with proper gratings and air-ports? 

Shew:j.S. 

Did you ever hear the Negroes complain of cold, and deure the 
air-ports to be thut? 

Yes; but that was when we got near the mouth of the river 
Plate, where the wearfler was much colder than on the Coail: of 
Africa. 

Was it the praetice is your fbip to ftation a White man at night 
.in the male Slaves' apartment? 

Sometimes it has been the practice, out not always fOe 
7 M Did 



Did you evc/1ohear a White man objeCt to that fervice? 
I do not recolleCt to have heard any perfon objeCt to it, it being 

fo feldom order-ed. 

"Vas you ever in praCtice on your own account, before you went 
on board the African {hip as furgeon ? 

I was. 

W hen did you quit that 01ip ? 
On the lzthof December laft. 

W hen did "you entenlpon your prefent appointment in the King's 
,fcrvice ? 

1 believe it was in January or February laft. 

In what rank or capacity? 
,;\s mafter furgeon. 

What is the name of tbe {hip of whic11 you are now furgeon. 
what rate is {he, and where is Ole at prefent .? 

The Thiilie, fixth rate, now lying at Portfmouth. 

!'s ale employed in the channel fervice, or bound on a foreig!). 
fiation? 

I beJieve{he is bound on a foreign fiation. 

Do you expeCt to fail foon r 
Yes. 

What was the amount of your pay and emoluments on board a 
Slave iliip as furgeon? 

I believe it was about [,. I47 for the whole voyage of nineteen 
months, out and home. 

What may be ·the .amount of your pay and emoluments in your 
prefent ftation in the King's fervice? 

1 had rather pot anf wer that q uefiion. 

And then .the Witne(s was dir-etted to wIthdraw. 

And being again called .ill; 

He was aiked, 
What.do you apprehend, or had rea[on .to .expea~ when you 

entered 
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entered into the King's fervice, might be t11e amount of YOtH pay 
lind emoluments in your 'prefent ftation ? 

Our pay is £. -5 per month, two-pence per m.onth from each 
feaman on board for medicines, a fervant allowed us, and in my 
prefent employment the bounty of a fixth-rate, which in the whole 
m ay amount to about {,.. 100 per annum" more Qr lefs.. 

Have you or have YOll not reafon to believe, that the Slaves on 
board the other two (hips you have mentioned were deftined t9 
work in the mines in South America? 

I have already grvenlln anfwer to a queftion fimilar to that. 

Have you ever heard melancholic or hypochondriac habit af­
cribed by phyficians or medical writers as a caure of dyfen tery ? 

I have not. 

Do you, as a .profefiional man, conceive that the gzief or me­
lancholy which you have ,defcribed to have .exifted among the N e­
groes in the fhip you was furgeon of, was the caufe of the f<lta! 
dyfentery which carried off fo many of them? 

I believe, that the melancholy andpenfivenefs of the Slaves were 
reafons why they would not eat; ,;they became weak a-nd debili­
tated, and incapable of digelhng the food allotted for them; tll((: 
confequences were belly-ache, and a dyfentery g.enerally enfued. 

Is debility then confidered by medical men as a caufe of dyfen­
'tery more than of any other difeafe? 

Debility is frequently the caufe of indigefiion; which is the 
only anfwer I can give. 

Is not melancholy or grief generally 'hdd by .phyficiilns to have 
the effeCl: of producing a coftive habit? 

Thefe are queftions in my opinion rather tending to examine 
into the abilities of a medical perfon, and not to the elucidation 
of the fubjeCl:; what I have already ur,ged was only my opinion 
of matters. 

~eftion repeated. 
It has. 

Was the dyfentery on board your ihip a ·contagious one ? 
J believe it in fome meafure was. 

'What were the means taken to cure this flux? 
Cleanlineis; 
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Clean1inefs; clearing the ftomach or bowels from any putrid 
matter that might be lodged therein; mild alhingents alld gentle 
anodynes were afterwards adminiftered. 

Are you certain that the young Negro whom you defcribed to 
have ftarved himfelf to death, did no!.' die of a tetanus? 

Yes. 

H ow then do you account for the difficulty of opening his 
jaw with [0 grea t a force as you applied for that purpofe, at a 
time when the Fatient muft have been extremely debilitated for 
wan t of food ? 

The force was only manual ; the point of the fpeculum oris 
was too obtufe. I t herefore can give no other reafon why we 
could not open b is mOllth; the application of the other inftru­
men t, called the bolus-knife (it being very elaftic) we could not 
ule mllch force with it left it might cut his lips in the opera­
tion. 

In ordinary cafes, when a per [on is much reduced. and very 
weak from flOt taking llourilbment. or any other caufe, bas or 
has not the lower jaw a tendency to fall down infiead of beil\g 
clenched faft to the upper jaw? 

In fome cafes it has. 

As you faw this Negro after he died, what was the fituation of 
.his jaw at that time? 

I did not particularly examine into that circumftance. 

Does not the lower jaw at death generally fall dowJ1. if not 
upheld by a bandage.? 

Yes. 

Did your obfervation of the conduct: and l>ehaviour ef the J1i1aQ 
.at the time he aiked for water, convince you that the~, 
his mouth had previoufly been. and was afterwards. ~ vo'tWd'ary 
action? 

Yes, I believe it was. 

~eftion repeated. 
The circumfiances of his alking for water 

opening his mouth, and immediately eloliug 
were {hong reafons why I conc1ived it wa~ a 
finding that the cafe, I thought it ullnece1fary 



ther great exertions in order to compel him to eat, as he ap­
peared to be determined in his n:folution. 

Is it your -opinion, that that debility of the 1t0mach which is 
occafioned by long abftinence from food, does frequently produce 
the dyfentery, or increafe the d,iforder, where any tendency to 
it previouily exifl:ed ? 

It increafes the melancholy, and we are obliged to give aperient 
medicines, which the weak flate of the body is fcarcely able tG 
bear, the confequence whereof is the dyfentery-and a doubtful 
remedy is frequently better than none. 

Do you or do you not mean to fay, that, in your opinion, 
melancholy i's an immediate caufe of the dyfentery, or only that 
it acts ,as the original or remote caufe, by inducing perfons to 
perfevere in an abftinence which weakens the flomach, and 
brings on the other diiorder, to wit, the dyfentery? 

I belitve it to be the original and remote ca;ufe. 

And th€n the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

Lunre, 8° die MartH 1790. 

ALEXANDER FALCONBRIDGE wai­
called in, and examined. 

What is your prefeDt fituation ( 
A furgeon. 

How many voyages have you been to the Coaft of Africa, and 
in what capacity? 

I have been four voyages to the Coaft of Africa, but only three 
of them to Africa and the Wefl Indies; in the firil: voyage:I was 
taken at Cape Mount, in the Tartar. 

In what years were you thus employed? 
From 17800r 1781 to the beginning of 1787' 

In what {hips, under what captains, and from what ports? 
My firft voyage was with Mr. Frafer in the Tartar, my fecond 

with the fame gentleman in the Emilia, th~ third with,Mr. Mac-
7 N tagart 
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tagart in the Alexander, the founh in the fame {hip Emilia with 
Mr. Frafer. 

What part of the Coaft of Africa did you vint for Slaves in each 
voyage n:[peCtively ? 

My [econd voyage was to the Windward and Grain Coafi, and 
eoafl: of Angola. my third and fourth voyages were to the Bight 
of Benin. 

According to the beft of your judgment, what a're the principal 
fources of fupply to the African Slave Tradei' 

Kidnapping and crimes, I {bould [up.pore. 

Can you give the Committee your reafons for believing that 
kidnapping is one main fource whence Slaves are fupplied to the 
Slave Trade? 

On my fecond voyage, w,hile laying at Cape Mount, on the 
Windward Coa!!, a man was brought on board, well known to 
Mr. Fra[er and his officers by the name of Cape Mount Jack; 
when he came on board he fpoke very little Englii11, in proce[s 
of time he learnt more. he was a very traCtable good-natured fel­
low-this made me curious to learn his hill:ory: he told me he was 
one evening invited to drink with [orne of his neighbours. when 
he was about to depart, two of the people got ,up to [eize him, 
and he would have made his e[cape, being a nimble fellow, if he 
had not been fl:opped by a large dog; he affured me this, was a 
common praCtice in his country. 

Did he tell you this fl:ory once only, or frequently? 
He has told me it at different times during tpe whole of the 

Middle Palfage, till he was fold at Port Maria in Jamaica. 

Did he vary iH his recital, or was he uniform in the particulars 
of it? 

He ah:vays told the fl:ory in the fame way, he never va,ried. 
r 

Was 'he a perron in whofe veracity you t~ink you might rea .. 
fonably confide, according to the befl: judgment you could form 
of him from other circu~ll{,j;ances ? ' 

From his behav~dur on i11ip-poard I think I could; he hacl ge­
nerally the care of Illany trIfling things of mine; he u[ed to waili 
and mend my ihirts. as J.i~ewife thofe of the common failors, and 
l never 10ft a fing~e article. ' .. 



Can you mention any other i·nftaRces ef· kidnapping? 
In my third voyage in the Alexander, at Bonny, a woman was 

brought on board very big with child, which induced me to en­
quire, by means of our interpreter, who called himfelf Billy Fra­
fer, at Bonny, how fhe ca·me to be. fold for a Slave in that fituation; 
fhe anfwered, returning home from a vifit fhe was feized, and after 
pailing through feveral hands was brought down to the water­
fide, and fold to a trader, who fold her to us. In the fame fhip 
and fame voyage, a man was brought on hoard advanced in years, 
from that circumftance I was curious to know how he came to be 
fold; he replied, he and his fan were planting yams in their field, 
and that they were feized by profeffed kidnappers, and fold; I 
learnt this circumftance a1(0 through the means of the fame inter­
pret~r. In my laft voyage at Bonny; in the Emilia, I was one 
day on the quarter-deck, looking through the lattice-work, when 
a canoe came alongfide belonging to a trader, who called himfelf 
Blundell Foubre: I faw no Slaves in the canoe; two of the traders 
who were on board, and who feemed to be in the fecret, ftept 
down .into the canoe, and handed up a fine ftout fellow, defired 
he might be .put in irons, which was direCtly done, and he was 
paid for; the circumftance of his being brought on board in that 
manner induced me to enquire how it came to pafs that he was 
fold; be faid he came to Bonny to the trader's houfe; he a1ked 
him if he had ever feen a iliip; replying in the negative, the 
trader faid he would treat him with the fight Df one; an~ he was 
fold as I before obferved. 

Have you hear.d of any other infiances? 
. iA Captain Gould told me, who commanded a brig calle~ the 
Alert, that he had taken a man away from pttle Cape Mount. 
I do not know whether this circumftance was known to his own­
ers, but I believe he was turned out of the brig-I cannot fay 
it was for this; but I think it is probable it might have been. 

Did you ever hear it was on this account? 
l have heard fa; but I cannot depend upon that information. 

~~ yotl ever enquired of any Slaves in the Weft Indi! 
J~dtI_ if«r the manner of their being brought into that fitua­
tio~ ? 

In my laft voyage at Grenada, I was landing (orne Slaves in a 
~aat at St.. &.9 T<oWb; one of them, who had beeQ fickly 
'fm the ¥apse- ,oJ) his ~ng pnt on Blore entered into converfa­
Mm ~ his own. c:ountry tongue with a Black man, who was cap­

taia 



'lain of a: floop, his name was Liverpool. I alked 'him the fub­
Ject of the converfation; he told me, that this man knew his 
father and mother in Africa, .and that he tcld ,him, 1:hat being 
.concerned in kidnapping fame ,of his neighbours, the friends cf 
the people had kidnapped him, or caufed him to be kidnapped; 
he at the fame time faid, that it was a common ,praCtice .in his 
country. 

Can you mention any ,oiher inll:ance ? 
I do not immediately recollect any other which comes within 

my own knowledge; I have heard of an hundred other accounts. 
but I cannot depend upon the authentici.ty of thorn. , 

Do yCilU think you can depend upon the authenticity of the 
~nll:ances you have mentioned? 

I think I can-Neither the Slaves or myfelf could have had 
any interefi in mifreprefelltation. 

Can you mention any infiance Qf ki~flapping 'on the part of 
the Grain Coaft called Crue Setra? 

In my fecond voyage, while ly.ing at Crue Setra, a canoe came 
up with two Black traders in her, and informed the captain there 
was trade a little lower down; we .hove up the a:nchor~ and went 
down to this 'place.. The captain, finding there was no trade, 
faid he would not be made a fool of, but detained one of the ca­
noe-men till he got a Slave; in about two hours time a very fine 
man was brought on bOlrd, and fold, upon which the canoe­
man was releafed. I defired a Black ma:n all .bo:lTd, who acted as 
our pilot for that part of the CQall:, to enquire how this man came 
to be fold; he faid, he had committed no crime, but was furrounded 

, and feized on the beach, and brought on board our {hip. 

. Have any circumftances induced you to be of opinion that the 
natives of the Windward Coaft have been fometimes carried off by 
the European veffels .? 

If I may be allowed to judge from the fufpicion that many of 
the .~eople on the Grain Coalt {hew when they come on board 
our {hips, by always ftanding as near the gangway as they can, 
and on the leall: alarm jumping into the fea, they are fo; they are 
the beft [wimmers on that part of the Coall: I ever faw any where. 

You have faid that you think conviction for cl'imes .a.nother 
main feurce of fupply to the Slave TJ"acle,; do you believe that 

«Wei 
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crimes are ever falfely imputed for the fake of conviCting, and 
felling the party accufed ? 

I do. In my fecond voyage, while laying at the river Ambris, 
Ollr boat came on board from the {hore with feveral Slaves in it, 
one in particular had what they call in their own country the 
craw-craw, which is a kind of fcabies or itch: I aiked one of the 
boat's crew where they got that man from; the failor told 
me, he was fiihing at the river, and that one of the King's officers 
called Mambooka was in want of fome brandy and other goods 
which were in the boat, but not having a Slave to purchafe them 
with, accnfed this man of extortion in the fale of his fiih; and 
after fome kind of trial on the beach, condemned him to be fold. 

Had you ever information on this head from the Reverend Mr. 
Philip ~akoo, chaplain to the fort at Cape Coafl: ? 

I had; in my taft voyage, going to Bonny, we ftopt at Cape 
Coaft Cafl:le to deliver fame goods; I was defired to come on !hore 
by Mr. Frafer: while Mr. Frafer was doing bufinefs with the go­
vernor, the doCtor invited me into his houfe in the ca!tle, and after 
talking on different fubjeCts, I aiked him how the Slaves were 
made, and he aifured me the greateft number were by kidnapping. 

Had you any other information from Mr. ~akoo ? 
I do not recolleCt at prefent that I had. 

Did you ever hear of the great men dreffing up and employing 
women to entice the young men to their embraces, for the purpofe 
of conviCting them of adultery, that they might be fold for Slaves? 

I have. 

Were children brought to your veRel to be fold? 
Yes, almoft every day, more or lefs. 

Was it commol11y with or without their parents or other per­
fans, in the confequence of whofe crimes they might be fuppo(ed 
to be involved? 

I never recolleCt their parents coming with them, .or any of thei·r 
relations that were known to be fuch. 

Do you believe that many of the Slaves purchafed by Europeans 
are prifoners of war? 

I believe not, as we under!tand the word war: by an African 
war I !hould under!tand a piratical expedition for the purpo(e of 
making Slaves; and thde expeditions they term war, 

7 0 Whence 
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Whence did you form your opinIOn of the meaning of the 
te rm war, according to the fenfe in which it is ufed in Africa .p 

I have mentioned, in the preceding part of my evidence, a 
trader ot Bonny, called Blundell Foubre, and at whofe houfe'( 
called frequently-he faid, the White men went to war like 
fools, when they· knew their enemies were ready to receive them; 
but their method was to go in the nigloJt, and fet fire to one part 
of the town, and as the people fled from the flames they were 

, caught by ·their. enemies . 

. Had many of the Slaves, when they were ' brought on board, 
freili wOll'l1Cl s on them? 

I do not recollect ever feeing a Slave with a freili wound when 
, brought on board-I have feen the {kin of the wrift and arms 
excoriated from the friction of the C<Tuntry wpes with which they 
were t:ed. 

Have you heard, from good authority, , that Shves were' bred 
for fale in Africa? 

I never heard of fuch a practice; and from the aff"ea:ion the 
mothers {hew to their children, I iliould fuppofe it a jeft. 

It is not meant to a{k whether parents fell their ownchildcen, 
but whether you have heard in Africa that · there are owners of 
Slaves who fell the young ones that ace. proauced from them? 

,1 never heard of any fuch cufiom. 

Do yeu believe that· violent means are ever ufed by the:Eul'l!l~ 
pean {hips to force the trade for Slaves? 

1 do. 

Can you mention any infunce of this prattu:e' ? 
When I was on board the Alexander, at Bonny, a captain..9fa 

'Brinol Slave veffel came on board from New Calabar; ' he faid .. 
when his traders were' flack,he ·tired a gun into the town, or 
over it (I cannot take upon me to fay which) to accelerate their 
'motions, or, in his ownphrafe. to freiben their way. 

Have you ever obferved, in the houfes of any of the chiefs 
'great men, guns ·in a coniiderable number. as: if kept fof tOe 
. pofe of iliew or ornament? 

I believe there are very few kept fOil Thew. I hll'V'e 
number in their·houfes with different kinds ~f"""··R" ·' 1&'I 

\ ways underfiood were for, trade. ' 



Did the guns feern to be kept as in ftore like the other goods. 
or to be arranged and difpofed as if for the ornament of their 
houfes? 

I mean to fay they lay in a heap with India and European goods 
:1ltogether; I fpeak of Bonny in particular, being more on (hore 
there than at any other place . . 

What have you heard concerning the quality of the ordinary 
trade guns? 

Many of the Black people have told me, that they kill more ou t 
df the butt than the muzzle. 

What do you apprehend is meant by this phrafe ? 
Ihat the guns often burft. 

Defcribe the mode of trade at Bonny in jts various particulars ? 
When a ihip arrives in Bonny River, the captain generally goes 

on.fhore to make kn-own his arrival to the king and principal men; 
a day or two after the king comes on board in his canoe. with a 
band of mufic, to break tradc:, as it is called; he is gen.erally pre­
fented with fome goods called Dailies; after that permiilion is 
given for trade. In gen~ral Slaves are bought every day, from five 
to ten, ·more or leis; but the greateft numbers are brought from 
fairs. A number of large canoes, fame with a three or fOUl· 
pounder lailied on their bows, and full of .goods, go to what they 
can the Up Country, where they ftop eight or ten days, more or 
lefs, and return with great numbers of Slaves; I think I once 
hprd to the amount of. 1,2.00 : the !hip that has been .longefr in 
the river has the firft choice, and generally fails in a few days 
after; as near as I could underfland this is the praCtice at Bonny. 
I forgot to mention that after the king has been entertained on 
board, his parliament gentlemen expeCt to· be treated with a fmall 
quantity of bread and faIt beef. 

Did. you obferve .whether the people in' thefe .canaes were armed 
or not? 

They have generally cutlaffes -I cannot fay whether they have 
muiket$.4 but there is always .a quantity of mulkets in the canoes. 
hilt for wha~ purpofe they are there 1 cannot tell. 

Do you examiPe the Slaves .previous to purchafing them? 
They are always examined by fome officers on board.; it is ge­

!y underfiood to be the furgeon's buiinefs. 

Do 
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Do they appear dejeCted when brought on board? 
All that I have [een in my voyages did appear [0. 

D id this dejecrion continue, or did it Coon wear off? 
\Vith fome it continued the whole voyage, and with others tiB 

dcathput a period to their mi[ery. 

Have you known inihnces of Slaves refufing [ufienance ? 
I have known {everal infiances. 

\ Vith what defign do you apprehend it to have been thus rc-
fu[ed ? , 

\Vith a defign to fiarve themfel yes, I am perfuaded. 

Are compulLive means ufcd to induce the Slaves to take their 
food? 

In every fhip that I have been, it has been the cafe. 

Have you ever known them refufe to take their medicines when 
:lick? 

I have known many infiances of it. 

Wi th what intention do you imagine·? 
W ith the fame intention that they refufed their food-that they 

would wiih to die. I had a woman on board the Alexander, who 
was dejected from the moment ihe came on board; ihe was 
taken ill of a dyfentery, and would neither take food O'r medi-

. ci nes: I often tried to make her fwallow wine, but never could. 
I defired the interpreter to aile her what !he wanted, or what I 
ihould get for her; {he replied, ale wanted nothing but to die­
and ale did die. 

Have any other of the Slavesexpreired the fame [entiment ? 
Many of them have done ·[o. 

What was the fize of your veiTel, and what was the number of 
'Your Slaves in your refpective voyages? 

I cannot [peak pofitively as to the tonnage. I believe there was 
a very great miftake in my evidence before the Privy Council; I 

,believe the tonnage is there ftated twice as much as it reaIly was; 
but 1 believe the veiTels which 1 have been in.might be between 200' 

and 250 tons burthen, as near as I can gue[s : in my fecend vOYI!g.e 
to the Windward Coafi in Angola we purcha[ed, as near as 1 call 

, recollect, 30'0 Negroes, and loil: between thirty and forty; in"the 
Alexander 
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Alexander at Bonny, we purchafed 380, and 10ft 105, in my lail: 
voyage, we pUl'chafed about 420, and loil: fifty-one or fifty-two. 

What was the mode ufed in il:owing the Slaves in their night 
apartments? 

When I have been employed in that bufinefs, I ufed always to 
make the moft of my room, and wedge them in as well as I could. 

Were they then clofely packed, or had they rooom fufficient t(} 
lie in comfort? 

They had not fo much room as a man has in his coffin, neither 
in length or breadth, and it was impoffible for them to turn or ihift 
with any degree of eafe. I have had occafion very often to go from 
one fide of their rooms to the other; before I attempted it I have 
always taken off my ihoes, and notwithftanding I have trod with 
as much care as I poffibly could to prevent pinching them, it has 
unavoidably happened that I did fo; I have often had my feet bit 
and fcratched by them, the marks of which I have now. 

Did the Slaves complain of heat or of want of air? 
They have done fo in all my voyages, when the {hip was full. 

Have you ever obferved that the confinement in this fituation 
has been injurious to the health of the Slaves? 

So much fo, that I have known them go down apparently in good 
health at night, and found dead in the morning, In my lail: 
voyage I remember a very flout man going down in the evening, 
to all appearance in good health, and he was found dead in the 
morning; I had the curiolity to open him, Mr. Frafer permitting 
that, provided it was done with decency: after all the Shwes were off 
the deck I opened the thorax and abdomen, and found the re­
fpective contents in a healthy flate; I therefore conclude he muft 
have been fuffocated, or died for want offreih air. 

\Vere you ever yourfelf below when the Slaves were there; and 
dcfcribe the effects you perceived from it? 

It is the furgeon's bufinefs to go below every morning the firft 
thing; and I was never amongfl them above ten minutes, but my 
ihirt was as wet as if it had been dipt in water. In the Alexander, 
in coming out of the River Bonny, the 111ip got on ground on the 
Bar, ihe hung on her rudder, and detained us there fix or feven 
days in confequence; during that time there was a great fwell, 
and a good deal of heavy rain; the air-ports were obliged to be 
lhut, and part of the gratings on the weather fide of her covered; 

7 P almofl 
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al moll: all, the men Slaves were taken I I with tile flux, I wen·t 
down repeatedly amongll: them; the Ian: time that I went down 
it W<1S fa ex tremely hot that I took off my i11irt, upwards of 
twenty of them had fainted, 01' were faillting. I got feveral of 
them hauled up upon deck, and two or three of them died, and moll: 
of the rell: befo re I arrived in the vof ell: Indies. I think I had been 
down about fifteen minutes, and it made me fo very ill, that I 
could not get up without affill:ance. I was taken ill of a dy[entery 
my[elf, and was unable to do my duty the whole paffage after­
"vards. 

H ave you an apartment on board i11ip appropriated to the u[e 
of the fick. Slaves? 

I believe there is fu ch a place in every veffd. 

What accommodations does it contain for the comfort of the 
Slaves when fick ? 

There is no accommodation at all, they have nothing but the 
hare planks to lie upon. 

Have you known the Slaves to fuffer from the want of better 
accomlllodation ? 

They [uffer exceedingly, efpecially tho[e who are much ema­
ciated, fo much [0, that I have [een the prominent part of their 
bones about the fhoulder-blade and knees frequently bare-if I 
have put any kind of plaill:er or bandage on them, they generally 
remove them, and apply them to other purpofes. 

What are the mon: prevalent di[orders on board a Negro 
iliip ? 

I believe fevers and dyfenteries. 

Are the confequences ever extremely noxious and nau[eous of 
great numbers being ill at once of this latter di[order ? 

It was the cafe in the Alexander., as I have [aid before when I 
was taken ill-I cannot conceive any ·fituation [0 dreadful and 
difgufhng, the deck was covereQ with blood and mucus, and ap­
proached nearer' to the re[emblance of a flaughter-houfe than any 
thing I can compare it to, the fie.nch and foul air were likewife 
in tolerable. . 

Do you think that by 'proper care many of thefe inconveniences 
might be provided againll: and prevented? 

As the trade now frands I think they caanot. 
Do 
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Do thofe who arc fick under thefe circumftances often re­
cover? 

1 nev~r myfelf could recover one who had a bad dyfentery, nor 
do .1 believe the whole college of phyficians, if they were there, 
could be of the leaft fervice, for I humbly conceive a d.ifeafe cannot 
be cured while thecaufe remains. 

\Vhat do you apprehend to be the main caufe ? 
I think the principal caufes are a difeafed mind, fudden tranfi": 

tions from heat to cold, breathing a putrid atmofphere, wallowing 
in their own excremeqt, and being {hackled together. 

On what grounds do you afcribe the ficknefs of the Slaves in 
any degree to the circumftance of their being {hackled? 

From their dying in above twice the number of the women, who 
are not {hackled. 

Do you believe it is nece£fary to the fafety of the ve£fel to 
lhackle the men ? 

I believe no man would attempt to carry them without . 

Have you any other reafon for believing a difeafed mind to be 
the caufe, befides thofe you have before afiigned ? 

I have known a few infi:ances of fome Slaves recovering, who, 
I conceived, did not reflect: much on their fituation. 

Have you known inftances of quarrels between Slaves who have 
been {hackled together? 

It is frequently the cafe, I believe, in all Slave ihips. 

Have you known any other inconveniences refulting from their 
being thus {hackled? 

The inconvenience is great. In each apartment are placed 
three or four tubs, more or lefs; the Slaves that are at the 
grea1efl: diftan.ce from. thefe tubs ~nd it very difficult to get over 
the other Slaves to them, and fometimes when one wants to go 
his companion will not agree to go with him; and while they are 
difputing~ if one of them happens to be a little relaxed, he exone­
rlltes over his neighbours. which is the caufe of great dill:urbance. 

Have you ever known an inftance of a Slave dying whilft ftill 
fuackled tq lJDather ? 

In the Alexander I have known two or three inftances of a dead 
.and liVID!: Slave being found in the morning {hackled together. 

'f Have 
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Have you known or heard of any inflancc of infurreCi:ions of 
the Slaves when on board lhip ? 

I have. In my lafl voyage with Mr. FraCer we flopt, as I 
have faid before, at Cape Coafl Caflle: we purchaCed eighteen 
male Negroes; they were part of a cargo which had raCe on the 
White men, killed all except three or four, run the {hip on {hare, 
where, I believe, mofl of them were takef.1 and Cold again . I 
likewiCe heard of an inCurreCl:ion on board a Liverpool {hip called 
the Vulture, and another on board the Wafp, belonging to 
Briftol. 

Did you hear of this laft from information on which you could 
rely ? 

I believe I can rely on it; I heard it at Briftol fome time ago. 

Are the Slave veffels fitted up with a view to prevent the Slaves 
from jumping overboard? 

They are at Bonny particularly. 

Have you reafon to believe thefe precautions are neceffary ? 
I am fure they are at Bonny. 

Have you known any inftances of Slaves jumping overboard? 
I have on board the Alex:ander; we had eight or ten Slaves 

brought on board one night, and while the armourer was plltting 
the irons on one of them. another run through the barricado-door, 
'forced his way through the netting on the ftarboard fide of the 
{hip, and was either drowned or devoured by the {harks. In the 
fame voyage near twenty Slaves jumped overboard out of a Q11 P 
called the Enterprize, Captain Wilfon; as did a number out of a 
large Frenchman, whofe name I do not remember. I remember 
alfo a circumftance of a fick man on board the Alexander, whom 
I faw overnight, and miffed in the morning; he mllft therefore 
have found means to get overboard, as 1. never faw him after­
wards: the place for the fick in that {hip being under the aft­
deck. 

Have you known any inflances of Slaves deftroying themfelve.9 
in any other way? 

In my laft voyage at Bonny, we had a fine young woman brought 
€>n board, who was continually crying, and was emaciated very 
much in the courfe of three or four days; {he refufed her food: 
it was thought proper, for the recovery of her health, to fend 
lu:r on {hare to the town of Bonny j I was informed that lhe foon 

got 
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got chearful again; but hearing by accident lhe was to be fent Oil 

board the lhip, lhe hung herfelf. 

What reafon have you to believe lhe hung herfelf? 
I faw her brought alongfide in a canoe, dead, but looked quite 

jolly; I faid to the man, call ed Billy FraCer, lhe did not die of 
difeafe:'-He faid, No, {he hung herfelf. 

Did you ever know inftanccs of infanity among the Slaves on 
board lhip ? 

In my firft voyage to Bonny, in the Alexander, I went on 
board the Emilia, then lying in the river, and which was about 
to fail; I faw a woman chained on deck, and I a{ked the chief 
mate what was the matter with her; he faid {he was mad. 

Do you recolleCt any other inftance ? 
I recolleCt, on my fecond voyage in the Emilia, we had a wo­

man on board, whom we were forced to chain at certain times ; 
at other times the appeared perfeCtly well; and, in one of thofe 
intervals, {he was fold at Port Maria, in Jamaica. 

To what caufe do you afcribe .the infanity in thefe inftance~ ? 
To their being torn from their neareft coneCtions, and ' carr ied 

away from their country. 

How are the male Slaves fecured when on deck? 
While lying on the coaft, as they come up ill the morning a 

perfon examines their irons, and a large chain is reeved ~hrough 
a ring on the {hackles of each, and through the ring-bolts. on 
deck. and locked. 

Do the male Slaves ever dance under thefe circumftances ? 
After every meal they are made to jump in their irons) but I 

cannot call it dancing. . 

What is the term which is ufually given to it ? 
It is by the Slave dealers called dancing. 

And then the Witnefs was direaed to withdraw. 

7Q.. Martis, 
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Martis, 9° die Martii 1790 • 

MR. Falconbridge c:1l1ed in, and further examined. 

Mr. FALCONBRlDGE. Is compulfion ever ufed , to make the Slaves take the exercife-

- l 

of dancing ? 
I have ofren been defired myfelf, in all the thips which I have 

been in, to flog fuch as would not jump or dance voluntarily. 

Was it neceffary for anyone to be prefent with the cat to fu­
perin tend the dancing? 

I generall y ufed to have a cat in my hand amongll: the women; 
the chief mate attended the men, and I believe he had a cat alfo 
in his hand. 

In cafe of any fudden accident, as of the thip flriking, or blow­
ing up-, would it generally be pollible to difengage the Slaves from 
the fe tters, fo as to enable them to fwim on al0re, if it was near 
the land? 

I think firll: every man looks to his own Cafety. In my fecond 
voyage with Mr. Frafer there was a thip, under Imperial colours, 
blown up off the river Calenas, on the Windward Co all: of Africa, 
her name I do not remember, but the was commanded by a 
Captain Bell. I was informed by the people of Galenas-and Cape 
Monnt, that moll: of the men Slaves were drowned: one woman, 
in particular, we had on board, who had made her efcape, I fup­
pofe by fwimming; her face was very much burnt, but it was 
well when ale came on board our ihip. 

Was more than one woman faved ? 
I believe there were; but I do not recolleCt any mOre on board 

eur thip. 

Was it an Englith thip ? 
I was informed fo. The captain was an Englithman, or a 

Scotchman. 

What is the food ufdally given to the Slaves in the courfe of the 
voyage? 

On the Windward and Gold Coaft I believe horfe-beans and 
-rice is the principal food. At Bonny they have generally one meal 
a day of yams, and fometimes they have a little bread and beef 
given them. 

What 
o 
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What quantity of water is each Slave allowed daily r 
In the iliips I have been in, in the firfl: part of the Middle Paf­

fage we gave each Slave three pannicans. each holding about 
eight ounces, or half a pint; but when we approached the Hlands 
they had as much as they chofe to drink. 

Did you ever know the Slaves complain for want of water? 
I have frequently known them call for it if!.' the night. owing, 

I fuppofe, to the heat of their rooms. 

Have you ever known the Slaves fU1~ wheQ on board the 
iliip ? 

I have. 

Did you ever hear what was the fllbjeCl: of their fongs ? 
I have defired the interpreter at Bonny to a1k what they were 

finging about; and he has always told me, they were lamenting 
the lofs of their country and friends. 

Had you in any of your voyages any refufe Slaves? 
We had fome in all our voyages, more or le'fs. 

In which of your voyages had you the rpoft ? 
In the Alexander. 

Can you frate generally the prices at which tbele refufe 
Slaves fold in the Weft Indies? . 

We had fixteen fold in the Alexander by auCtion. one or two of 
tAem fo low as five dollars a-piece. 

Did you hear what became of them after they were fold l 
I was inforl\led they all died before we failed. 

From whom had you this information? 
From fome of the purchafers themfelves. 

Did you ever fell any Slaves by what is calied fcramble? 
In two of my voyages they were fold fo; viz. in the Emilia at 

Port Maria. and in the Alexander they were fold in a yard, but 
Doth by fcramble. 

Defcribc the circumftances of this mode of fale l 
In the Emilia at Port Maria the iliip was darkened with fails, 

and covered round i the men Slaves were placed on the main 
deck. 



.1::ck, and the women on the quarter deck; the purcha[ers on !hare 
were informed a gun would- be fired when they were ready 
to open the [ale: a great number of people came on board 
with t~llies or cards in their hands, with their own name upon 
them, and rufhed - through the barricado door with the fero­

.·c ity of brutes; [orne had three or four handkerchiefs tied toge-
ther, (0 encircle as many as they· thought fit for their pllrpo[e. 
A t the yard in Grenada the women were fo terrified, that feveral 
of them got out of the yard, and ran about St. George's town, as 
If they were mad. In my [econd voyage, while lying at Kingfl:ofl 
ill' J amaica, I faw a [ale by [cramble on board the {now TryaJl, 
Captain Macdonald; forty or fifty of the Slaves leaped into the 
rea, all of which, I believe, were taken up again; our boat took 
lip {orne of them. 

Are th ey divided into difl:inct lots in this mode of {ale? 
They were not in our {hip, but were placed promifouou{ly. 

How is it afcertained what Slaves every particular perron pur. 
chafes ? 

I have faid before, that they come on board with cards or tal­
lies in their hands ; they put them about the necks of [uch Slaves 
as they make choice of. 

From what you faw of the [cram-ale, do YON conceive it poffi­
ble, in this mode of [ale, . to provide againfl: the feparation of pa­
rents from children, or that of other friends or relations? 

. I believe it is very little attended to; but 1 mufl: do Mr. Fra­
fer the juftice to fay, that he always recommended to the planters 
never to part relations or friend~. 

What precautions were u{ed to prevent their being purchafed 
by different pereons in the fCramble ? 

There was no precaution ufed; but the Slaves them[elves ufed 
to cry .and be!5 -that fl!lch a man or woman (their friend or rela­
tion) might o.e bought and rent with them. wherever they were 
going. 

Did you ever know any inllance of a .per[on not being allowed 
to pUl:cbafc a Slave, unle[s he would alfo purcha[e the Slave's pa­
ren t, or other ,near relation? 

1 do not recollect an inftal1ce. I have heard of a p-er[on who 
·,would not purchafe a man's wife, and the next day I was informed 
,the man hanged him{l;l£ 

Did 
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Did you always meet with a ready market for your Slaves iii 
your feveral voyages? 

We did not, particularly in the 1aft voyage; we ftopt fome rime 
at Barbadoes, went from thence to Tobago, there was no ciemand 
for Slaves there; went to Grenada, and fold them on the mer­
chant's own terms; we were forced to take bills at very long dates, 
the bill for my. own privilege was at twelv.e months. 

Explain what you mean by your own privilege? . 
I mean the Slaves that the officers are allowed by the mer"­

-chants. 

Were you ever on fhore on the different Iflands in the We!'e 
Indies? 

I have been en fhore at all the Wands where I have been, except 
at Tobago. 

So far as your obfervation went, what judgment did you form of 
the general treatment of the Slaves? 

I ufed to think it very crueL I had once the curioGty to go into 
a gaol at Black River, in Jamaica; I faw there a man who had 
been fo feverely flogged, that he was forced ·to have a fack of ftraw 
between his back and the board he laid on, the lacerations that 
had been made with the whip were {hocking to look at. At Gre­
nada I ha\'e feen great numbers of Negroes come to market on 
Sunday mornings. and I hardly ever faw the back of one but had 
fears on it; they have often complained to me, particularly the 
wharfingers, that they were very hard worked and poorly fed. 

Did you underftand whether this perf on, whom you fay you faw 
in gaol, had been whipt in confequence of a legal [entence, or by 
the order of hismafter ! 

I did not enquire. 

What is your opinion of the general treatment of feamen in the 
African Slave Trade? 

My opinion is that they are treated with the greateft barbarity. 

What is their ufuallodging in the Middle Paifage i' 
They ha,ve DO lod.ging at all. unlefs in a frigate-built fl1ip, where 

they may creep under the forecaftle or aft-deck, there is a tar-
1Ill'w .. lIB§ (J1!W the booms;. but for my own part, 1 always preferred 
U&I, .... ..... the rain ta getting under it, on account of the noxious 

Ii.::;::_""via which is ~ontinually riting through the gratings. 
7 R Were 
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'Were the ieamen in YO llr voyages paid part of their wages in {he 
°lllands in Weft India currency? 

As foon as the Slaves were fold, they received half that was due 
to them in currency. 

'You have fpoken of the general treatment of feamen in the Slave 
' Trade; how wereothe {ailors treated on board the two fhipsill which 
you failed? 

In Mr. Fra[er's/hip they were treated exceedingly well; he al­
ways allowed them a dram in the morning, an~ grog in the even­
ing; when any of them were lick, he always fent them victuals 
from his ow n table, and enqui red every day afte r their health; 
an d it was always in my power to give them wine, or whatever I 

" ~hought proper; if they wanted, it was my fault, not Captain 
Frafer's: I have often faid in private, and I fay here in public, that 
I bel ieve him to be one of the befl: men in the trade. I have ex­
perienced a very difterent mode of treatment in another /hip; I 
have feen the failors knocked down wi th the firft thing which came 

'to hr,nd, for trifling and imaginary faults; I have feen them tied 
up and flogged wi th the cat frequently: I remember alfo an in­
fiance of an old man who had been gunner of 0ne of His Maje£l:y's 
111ips, but who was out boatfwain, having one night fame words 
w ith the mate, the boatfwain was feverel y beat, and bad one or two 
of his teetb knocked out-he faid he would jump overboard; he 
was tied to the nli l of the -quarter deck, and a. pump bolt 
put in his mouth by way of gagging him-he was then 
untied, put under the aft-deck, and a centinel put over him 
all night, in the morning he was rcleafed; I always conlidered 
him as a quiet inoffenfive man. In the fame voyage a Black 
boy was beat every day; and one day after he was beat he 
jumped through one of the gun-poi-ts of the cabin into the river. 
A canoe was lying along-tide, which dropt a£l:ern and picked 
him up . I gave him one of my own {hirts to put on, and 
a!ked him, if he did not expect to be devollred by the /harks, 
he fl id he did, and that it would be much better for him to 
be kiUed;tt once than to be daily treated with fa much cruelty.. 
In the fame voyage a poor 0 man was feverely beaten, for what 
caufe I nev~r heard. Some time after he was beaten I went 
on the main -deck, and heard a :feaman grumbling, whofe 
name was Sulivan. 1 alked him what he was muttering about, 
becaufe 1 faid to him, " You were never ufed ill in the {hip." 
He replied, "If I am not, I cannot bear to fee my {hip-mates {a 
cruelly uled." That night this man who had been [0 1everely 
beaten, and ten others, ,ran away in one of the long ... b.oats othat 

-W~ 
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'was left by Mr. FraCer '~ and, as I have fince been infbrmed, in­
tended to go to Old Calabar; but getting up the wrong river., they 
were feized by the natives and firipped, and marched through 
the country. to Old 'Calabar. Two or three, I am informed , 
died in the march. Thofe that remained went on board a il1ip 
called the Lyon, 'Captain Burrows. I had this information from 
one of the number, whofe name was Sermon, and whom I found 
in the Brifiol infirmary with a bad 'toe after I came home. I 
can only fay further, that the 'treatment was of the fame com­
plexion during the whole of the voyage. Since that voyage I have 
made another with Mr. Frafer, and his behav.iour was as I have 
before defcribed. 

Was the crew of the Alexander, in general, treated in the 
manner you have deCcribed, or was it only particular failor s, in 
whofe cafes fever.ity might be requifite ? 

Every man ill that iliip was beat, ~cept my fel f, the chief 
mate, and Sulivan, whom J have before mentioned. 

Have you at different times fpoken of the barbarous treatment 
of the failors on board this iliip to any perfon or perfons ? 

J have. On my arrival from that voyage I defcribed their 
treatment to Mr. Frafer, and to many other perfons in BrifroI.. 
and alfo to Mr. Norris of Liverpool. 

Can you give any information refpecting the ill-treatment of 
the fieward of the Vulture? 

In my laft voyage to Bonny the Vu'ltnre was lying in the River. 
I was informed by the king and the Black perfoos on iliore that 
the fteward had been cruelly treated, that he was chained in a 
boat alongfide the il1ip, and found dead in the morning. Since 
this time I have been informed by two failors, named Ormond 
and Murray, at Liverpool, that the fact was as defcribed to me 
by the Black per.fons at Bonny. 

Did the two failors fay how they came to the knowledge of 
this tran[aCtion ? 

They both belonged to the Vulture at the tiGle. 

Has any circumfiance fallen within your knowledge, which has 
enabled you to judge whether [eamen are better or wor[e treated 
on board French thall Engliili Guinea Slave veffels ? 

I cannot fay holV tbey are treated in the French merchant 
fervice. 

What 
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What was the number of your crew in your refpeCtive ,,·oyages. 
~nd how many [eaplen did you lore ? 

I n my [econd voyage we had forty-two or forty-three perfuns 
-altogether, and buried three. In the Alexander we had fifty 
per[ons, and buried nine. In the laft voyage we had forty-four 
or forty-five, and buried three. I beg leave to ob[erve there is all 
inaccuracy in my evidence in the Privy Council Report, relative 
to the lois of [eamen in my different voyage~: the account which 
I have now g iven to the Committee is the accurate fiatemellt. 

Have you met wi th any vefiels on the Coal!: which have fuffered 
.confiderablv in their crews? 

In my la'l!: voyage we fiopt a alOrt time at Cape Mefurado; a 
{ailor came on board, and informed us that mol!: of their crew 
were dead; I do not recollet1 the name of the iliip. but was told 
the belonged to Mr. BJrber. 

Have you ever practiCed in the Bril!:ol infirmary? 
I was a pupil there upwards of twelve m·onths. 

Were many [eamen brought to the infirmary during your fray 
there? 

A great many. 

Was there a greater proportion from the African than from any 
other trade? 

The greatel!: number that we had difeafed were Guinea feamen j 

we had many other feamen brought to the hofpital, but they were 
generally for accidents. 

Did the feamen from the African Trade, who were brought to 
_\ the infirmary; generally recover their health? 

They have gone out much better than they came in r but I 
think their health was fo far defiroyed, as it would never be per­
feCtly rel!:ored. 

What are the produCtions in which you have pbferved the Coan: 
of Africa chiefly to abound? 

I have feen cotton, wax, ivory. 
forts of woods whofe names I cannot u" ...... u'". :.a'ttir.'t: .~~1~1W~~MM 
fpices, wild cinnamon, all the tropic;a,l 
world, tobacco, and many other j1rricle$ 
colleCt. 

• 
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Is there any thing peculiar io the foil in which .this .nce 
grows? 

I do not know that there is; they cultivate it promifcuoufly all 
over the country. 

Were you ever in Carolina? 
I never was. 

Did you ever fee the rice grow in Africa on high ground? 
I have with my glafs feen fome phntations on very high ground, 

'particularly at Cape Mount. 

Have you ever feen the natives at work in the fields in Africa? 
In my fecond voyage [ was once or twice on thore at a place 

called l\Ianna, between Cape Mount and the River Galenas; I was 
in a plantation there belonging to a Black man of the name of 
Tucker, I have [een his people at work on that plantation. 

Did they work under the fuperintendance of a driver, or with 
apparent willingnefs ? 

I never faw or heard of a driver there, they feemed to work with 
a great deal of wil1ingnefs and feeming fatisfaction. 

Did you purchafe any rice on the Coall: of Africa? 
In my fecond voyage we purchafed a good quan6ty at Junk, 

about forty or fifty tons. . 

Was .any loft in the furf in its paifage from the !hore to the 
'1hip? 

Not that I ever hear.d of. 

Was this at a time of the year when the furf was higheft or 
:lowell: ? 

I beLieve it was not at a time when the furf was very high. 

Was it in or out of the rainy feafon .? 
In the rainy feafon. 

Were you ever at Cape Coall: r 
I was. with Mr. forafer. 

Did you ever land any bulky articles there? 
I have landed, in a canoe belongiqg to the came, three pun­

<£heons f,)f goods and an hoglhead of tobcaco. 
. .7 S Did 
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Dia you lofe any bulky articles in attempting to .land them"? 
We did not. 

Can you make a comparifon between tbe furfs on the Coaft of 
Africa and thofe at the different Weft India Iflands ? 

I think I have feen the furf as great at Saint Chriftopber's as .I 
ever did on the Coaft of .lVriea. 

Did YOll ever fee any cloth in Afi'ica of the natives own manu­
faCture? 

I have bought feveral piec.s of cloth that were made by the 
natives. 

From what was the cloth manufacturedr 
From cotton. 

Where did they get this cotton ? 
It grows in the country. 

Are thefe oloths ever dyed? 
I have got fome of them which are dyed with a very beautiful 

and ,permanent blue. 

Are they died by natives? 
Yes. 

Do the Africans ever work in metals? 
1 have fcen many trinkets made by the Africans on the Coall:. 

Are they manufaCtured in a very rude and inartificial manner? 
No; I have often been furprized to fee fome ,of their work in 

iron, particularly fpears and' cutlaffes. 

So far as you have been enabled to form a judgment, is the 
capacity of the Africans equal to that of the unpoliJhed inha­
bitants of other countries? 

I am convinced their capacities are equal to thofe of Europeans. 

What do you tbink of their temper and difpolition ? 
I have always conlidered the natives of the Windward and Gold 

Coaft to be much better tempered than thofe at Bonny; I think 
,the difpofitions cl thofe on the Windward and Gold Coaft are 
very good. I was once landed very fick on the Illand 'Of Saint 
Thomas, and I am perfuaded I filouICl have died if .it had not 

been 

• 



been for the care of a Black man there: when r was. better I 
offered him fome money, which he refufed. faying, he had done 
no more than hi s duty. 

Do you believe the Africans are in general attached to their 
native country? 

They certainly are. 

Do you believe they are as much attached to the~r near rela­
,ions as the natives of other countries? 

Yes. In my laft voyage, at Cape Co aft Came, Mr. Frafer de­
'fired me to choofe eighteen Slaves out of the yard . I objected 
to one that was meagre, aDd put him aftde-I obferved a tear to 
fteal down his cheek, which he endeavoured to conceal. I de­
fired the armourer to enquire of him w hat he cried for; he faid, 
he was going to be parted from his brother: this induced me 
to take him. I do not know whether Mr. Frafer knew the cir­
cumftanct; but, if he had, I am fure he would not have beltll 
difpleafed. 

Do you think the ' indoleRce of the natives fuch, that they 
could not be induced to cultivate the ground, if they had fuf­
ficient encouragement? 

Jam perfuaded they would work, if proper encouragement was 
given them. 

Have they any notion of making contracts to be performed in 
a given time-? 

They have.. When we bought the rice I have before mentioned 
it was contracted for, and I believe part of it was paid for; we 
found the rice ready at the time it was contracted for, which w as 
at about .fix weeks diftance. 

Do many of t,he natives appear to ~ave II. turn for Gonducting 
;trade ? 

They have all over the Coaf't where I have been. 

Have you any rea-fon to believe that if the Slave Trade were 
abolifhed, any of the natives of Africa, who are now employed 
in carrying it on, might be induced to bet.ake themfelves to the 
cultivation of the foil? 

I have. A man, whom I have mentioned before by the name 
of Billy Frafer, and with whom I had frequent converfations at 
Bonny, upon my aiking him what was their fttuation in war wben 
-they had no trade., faid, they were forced to ph n t yams. 

Do 



Do you believe the females in Afric::t to be as prolific as thofe 
of other countries? 

I have always thought they are more fo; out of four or five de­
liveries on iliipboard two of the women had twins. 

Did you evcr fee any perfons in Africa of the condition I'lf 
Sla ves ? 

1 neyer faw any that I knew to be fuch from their treatment. 

Did you fee any perfons whom you undedl:ood to be of this 
dci'cription? 

I h~ye been told by the perfons them[el ves that -they werc 
Slaves. 

What was the eaufe of your quitting your employment as [ur­
geofl of a Guinea-man? 

In my firf!: and fecond voyage I refleCted but little on the ju!!ice 
or inj uf!:ice of the Trade; in my lafl: voyage I rdl.eCl:ed more, and 
the more 1 did fo the more I was convinced it is an unnatural, 
iniquitous, and villainous trade, and I could not reconcile it to my 
confcience. 

Could you have continued in the employment if you had wifhed 
fo to do ? 

I could; and I believe at the time I left it I might have gone 
again with Mr. Frafer if I had chofe it; I was afterwards repeat­
edly folicited to go to the Gold Coa!! by Captain Thompfon. 

And .then the Witnefs was direCted to withdraw. 

,. 
,Mercurii, .10

0 die Martii 1790. 

M'R. Falconbridge again-called in, and further examined. 

What do you mean by profeifed kidnappers? 
People who make it theirconftantpraaice of fo doing. 

Of 
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Of doing what? 
Kidnapping. 

Upon what authority do you alTert that there are profelTed kid­
nappers ? 

In a former part of my evidence 1 have faid a man in years was 
brought on board the Alexander, and from his being in years I 
was curious to know how he was made a Slave- I de fired the in­
terpreter to aik him; he {aid, that he and his fon were planting 
yams in a field, and were feized by people who made a praCtice of 
kidnapping, and they were fold. . 

Is that your only ground for alTerting there are profeifed kid­
nappers? 

It is not. 

Do you koow .of amy circumfiaoce of kidnapping from your own 
kDowledge? 

The man that was brought along-fide the Emilia in my laft 
'Voyage I faw feii:ed and fold. 

B, whom was he feized ? 
By fome of the traders on board the lhip who belonged to 

Bonny; he told the interpreter. who told me, that he was in­
vited to come and look at a !hip. never having feen one; and he 
was fold. as I have above related. I was induced to be more cu­
rious about this man than I otherwife {bould have been from his 
appearing to be aJU3zed and confounded when. he was brought 

' upon deck. 

Is it tae occupation of the men to plant yams at Bonny? 
I cannot fay who plants them-I have feen canoo IO.lds of yams 

at Bon1'lY. I was never out of the town of Bonny above 100 yards 
em tbe land fide. 

Do the women ill general do the field work in Africa? 
AI: Mr. Tucker's plantation, which I menlioned before, they 

were all men that were at work, clearing the ground for ri(;e. 

<t..ueilion Fefeated. 
I never did fee the women at work in Africa, out of doors. 

~cept that ~ttance ei Mr. Tucker's plantatioo, did you eyer 

6:~ tll,e men. at work ? 
., T That 

~ . 
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T h at. wa, the only plantation in Africa that I ever was on; 
therefo re it is i mpoilible for me to fay. 

If the old man wh ich you fpoke of had been fent to the {hip 
for fteali ng yams, do you think h e would have conferred it ? 

I {hould [uppofe he could have had no reafon to deny it, for his 
t reatment 0 '11 board {hip W(.' llid have bee n perfeCl:ly the fame, 
w heth.c t" he WJS a tbief or an honcft man. 

n re profdTed kid nappers allowed in the different ftates of 
Africa? 

I am not fll ffic iently acquainted with the African laws to anfwer 
that quefti on. 

Have YO ll feen many dogs in Africa? 
I have feen feve ral large ones on the Windward Coaft; 1\I[r. 

Tucker in parti cul ar h ad one or two of the maftiff kind; and 
the Africans on the W indwJrd Coaft will at all times give a good 
price for [uch dogs . 

Vvas Mr. Tucker an Afri ca n? 
H e w as a Black man, born at Sherbro', and fpoke exceeding 

good E nglilh. 

Have YO ll (eeH dogs in any other part of Africa? 
1 have feen many [mall oues at Bonny. 

W ere they large enough to hold a man? 
Not tho[e at Bonny. 

H ave YOll feen lny on the Wind ward Coaft that were large 
enough to bold a man? 

I bave. 

Where, and how often? 
At Tucker's and at Cape Mount; I may have feen them at other 

places, but cannot {peak fo pOlitively as to thofe at Cape Mount, 
and at Tucker's . 

Do you believe that it is the praCtice in Africa to feize men 
with dogs? 

In my former evidence I have mentioned a man having been 
brought on board the Emilia whom we called Cape Mount Jack; 
this man a{furc~ me he was c~llght and held" by a dog till the 
people came up and fecured hlln. 

~eftion 



~(!fiion repeated. 
From the laft-mentioned circumfiance I do believe it; if one 

cafe happened I think others might. 

Do you mean then to inform this Committee that it is the ufual 
practice in Africa to catch Slaves with dogs? 

I cannot give this Committee any fuch information as that it is 
an llfual praCtice; I never faid [0. 

Do you believe it is an ufual practice? 
I believe it to be very common on the \i\Tindward Coafi. 

Do you know, or have you ever heard of any other in fiance than 
the one yOlt have mentioned? 

I do not know, but I have heard of many from Cape Mount 
Jack himfelf. 

Does all your information come from Cape Mount Jack on 
this head? 

It does, relative to dogs. 

Have you ever been on {hore on the Windward Coafi of Africa? 
I before [aid I was on Tucker's plantation; and I have been at 

Cape Mount. . 

How often befides have you been on {hore ? 
I never kept any account. 

Have you been often on {hore? 
I have been often on {hore at Tucker's and Cape Mount, but 

oftener at Tucker's. 

Have y~u beeQ on {hore on any other parts of the Windward 
eoaft? 

I do not recollect that I have, on the Windward Coall. 

Have you been on {hore at Angola? 
Many times. 

Was you ever at a Roufe or a plantation, or at any village, in 
Angola? 

I do not remember ever feeing a hou[t: there; the town was 
{ome miles from the water fide. 

Upon 
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Upon what grounds did _you inform the Privy Couftdl that the · 

religion at Angola appeared to be Roman Catholic? 
From,[eeing numbers of the people who came down to the river 

Ambris with beads and.crucifixes about their necks. 

W as it from thofe appearances that you gave the account to the 
_P rivy Co.uncil of their being Roman Catholics? 

It was . not from thofe appearanc~s only i I was Ol~ day talking 
with one of the king's officers, called Mangova, who told me there 
were pritfis in the country. 

Have you feen much .indigo and cgUon on .the Windwara 
Coafi? ' , 

I have feen and bought large cotton cloths at the river Galenas • 
. and at Bonny. I bave it:en t;Q1ton there a1£o unmanufaCtured. 1 
,never faw any indigo there. 

Have yt)<l [een the cotton pluts grow? 
I never was far enough up in the country to fee it. 

Hav.e you ever feen the indigo plants grow? 
I have, tlot. 

Did you fiate to the Pri~y Council th:1t ,there was plenty rsf ~n­
digo: and cotton on the Windward Coafi .i' 

I very likely may hav~ maae fUl;h a 'ia.lomtllt f.rom the-number 
. of cotton cloths I have bought, which 'WCjfe wanuf~ed by the 
natives. 

Was that doth manufactured on tne Windward Coaft? 
It was, and it i$ no more like the St. Jago doth:& tban cha1k iJ 

like cheefe. 

Do you know of any in fiance 'of women 'being :dreffed up to 
entice young men. in order to convict .them of adultery. filii! !he 
purpore of felling them for Slaves.? 

.Never living in Africa I cannot ~1 I have kaown' Ut 1 
have heard of fuch a practice. as 1 have before fiated. 

Did you ever knoW' of any villages heing £et oll.~ ;in :av_ 
to drive the inhabitants out, with a view of .catchin.g th~ 
f~lLi>ng> t1ilen\ f0r Slaves ~ 

I did not; but I have heard, aa I hawe bdi>rtt "i~ 
trader of Bonny, whofe name I then mentioned • .thalJt 
cammon. 



~e1l:ion repeated. 
I did not. 

Do you know any infiance of European iliips forcing a trade l 
I remember, while lying at Bonny in the Alexander, a Cap­

tain Vickers coming all board from New Calabar. He told me, 
and other people in the lhip, that when his traders were flack, 
and not difpofed to go up the country, he fired a gun into or 
over the town. 

Have you feen any infiance of European lhips forcing a 
trade? 

I have not. 

Can the lhips be,.gin to trade at Bonny without the permiffion of 
the king? 

J always underfiood not. 

If the king did not confent to breaking of trade, would 
firing a gUll into or over a town force a trade? 

J think it would. 

How then does the breaking of trade depend upon the king of 
Bonny. as you have frated it ? 

,I believe it is more the cuJl:om .to .keep him i-n temper, by 
giving him dailies, than any thing eIfe. 

Do you mean · to flate to the Committee, that ·the Trade can be 
c3&ied on with . or without the appt.obation of the king of 
B~~' . 

1 fuppofe it might he carried on without his approbation, if 
it was thought proper by the Engliili and french. 

Have tbe Englilh and French more power chan the king of 
.Bonny? 

It js at all titnes in thdr power, ~nB.onny dver, to bauer his 
town about .his ,ears at pleafure. 

With what are the S,laves pur~bafed at Bonny? 
With iron bars, brandy, India and Manchefier cotton cloths, 

lltmS", gqn. .. powder, brafs pans, beadsJI apd various other articles , 
which I do not re~ollea:. 

II gold duft 9pe of the articles? 
o.ev.er faw any gold duft at Bonny, or heard 0.£ it • 

. 7 U Did 
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Did you flate to the Privy Council that gold oufi: was an 
31 tide of commerce at Bonny? 

I did not. If it is fa flated in the R~port of the Privy Ceun­
cil, it is their miflake and not mine. It is an article of ex­
change on the Gold Coafi, but not at Bonny. I never heard 
of gold being bartered at Bonny. 

Do you know, or have you ever heard of any infiance of the 
F rench or Englial making trade without the permiffion of the 
king of Bonny? 

1 never heard of any [uch infiance. 

If the Negro, which you mentioned to ha\'e been found 
dead, had been fuffocated, do you think you would have been 
able to have afcertained it from the appearance of the lungs? 

I cannot pretend to fay whether I could have a[certained it 
from the appearance of the lungs; but I know the lungs were 
found, as were ajl the contents of tbe thorax and abdomen. 

Do you think it pollible that this man died of an apoplexy? 
It is certainly pollible, but 1 think it was not the cafe ill this 

in fiance, as he did not appear to be a perfon who was fubjeCl: to 
apopleCtic fits. 

May not a man die of an apoplexy without previoufly having 
had an apoplectic fit? . 

He certainly may, but :t believe it is uncommon. 

Is the care and c1eanlinefs of the Negroes within the department 
()f the [urgeon? . 

I believe in moil: alips it is not, the mates in general attene! to 
that hufinefs; the furgeon has always enough to do in his profeffion, 
and that of the worit fort. 

Do the mates always attend to the cleanlinefs of the Negroes? 
In Mr. Frafer's {hip the mates always waaled, or cauli:d to be 

wa{hed, their rooms, and dried them with fire pans; in many 
other {hips waaling is not permitted, but.. they fcrape the filth 
off the deck; this latter I confider a very bad praCtice. 

Is the attending to tbe cleanlinefs of the Negroes any part of the 
furgeon's bufinefs ? . 

1 ufed to attend to it myfelf, and I have often taken a {!lange 
and warm water, and waihed them from head to foot. 
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Is the furgeon or the mate tQe refponfihle perfan for fhe clean ... 
linefs of the Negro? ' 

The mate, I believe, is particularly among£\: the men, and the 
furgeon and his mate among£\: the women .. 

Is that the ufllal divifion of the care, with refpea tQt~ cleanli-
nefs of the Negroes? 

It was fo in the iliips I have been in. 

Was it fo in the Alexander? 
In the Alexander I had a flux the whole Middle PalTage, and. 

was unable to do my duty, therefore I cannot fay how the Slaves 
were managed. 

Can you fpeak to the cleanlinefs of the apartments of the men 
and women during that voyage? 

From the number that had the flux in that voyage, their apllrt­
ments were very difagreeable; for the difcharge in that difeafe 
being involuntary, it was impoffibl~ to keep them com-
fortable. . 

Were they kept as clean as the nature of their diforder wotJId 
admit? 

I believe that to be the cafe in every {hip, unlefs, ~ it often 
happens, that the greateft pa(t of the White people are ill. 

Had the woman, whom you mentioned to have hanged herfelf. 
been affliCted with the venereal difeafe ? 

I never underftood fo. 

If {he had been fo afflicted, /bould you have known it. 
I certainly iliould. My opinion is, the had not that difeafe. 

From whence do the greateft number of Negroes come, who 
are bought by th~ Englilh {hips? 

I cannot pretend to fay. 

Do the greatefi part come from. a difiance ? 
I believe fame of them do, but it is mere conjecture. 

Do you app;ehend that a greater number are brought from the 
interior part of the country. or are obtained by kidnapping. or on 
account of crimes? 

I have faid I cannot fay from whence they come; but all that 
I have 
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I.have talked . to, by means of interpreters, have generally faid 
they were fiol en. 

Did any of them confe,fs their having been fold for crimes? 
1 do not recollect that they did; 1 cannot charge my memory 

w.ith it if,it was fo. 

Did all thofe that you. aiked tell you that .they were kid. 
napped? 

1 have faid before they did • 

.. If criminals were not to be purchafed by the {hips, what, d@ 
you apprehend would be their fate 1 

1 imagine they would be fet to work in their own country . 

. By whom would they be fet to work? 
By the people whom they have wronged. 

1~ the practice in Africa to do that? 
1 cannot fay what the practice ·is in P..frica, never having .lived 

there; but when my opinionis aiked,,! give it freely. 

" , 
Do you know for what crimes thofe Negroes, whom you faw in 

prifon at Jamaica, and puniihed, were fo imprifoned ? 
I never aiked, but was told in general they wer~ runaways, which 

I believe to be true. -

Who told you fo ? 
The Black gaol-keeper. 

Were they committed to prifon by the laws of. the Hland.? 
I :;tm perfec1ly ignorant of thoCe.laws. 

(. You mentioned a ihip in which many failors wcreill-treated '$ 
was the captain of that ihip difmi!lcd.from his employment? 

1 cannot fay whether he was difmiffed, but he did not go again ' 
in the ihip. . - -

Has the c.aptain -been in -any other African ihip fince ? 
Not that i ever heard of. 

Did you ever fee rice grow on the Windward Coafi ? 
.1 faid :I.was in a. rice plantation at Manna on the Windward 

- Coa{t, 

.. 



Coaft. and I ,have feen many patches of it about Cape Mount with 
my gIafs. . _ 

Have you ever {een rice carried down to the water fide? 
I have {een great quantities brought on board our {hip at Junk, 

but how it was carried down to the water-fide I cannot fay. 

You {aid you thought that the natives would work if they had 
proper encouragement, from whom did you mean that that encou­
ragement {hould come? 

From the Europeans. 

Have the Europeans any power over the fiates of Africa? 
They have always power to ,get what they pleafe done, when 

they hold out their commodities; the Black men at Bonny always 
wooded and watered our {hips upon being paid for it. 

Do you think that by means of the trade of this country the 
manners and cuft.oms of the Africans might be altered? 

I think fo; fo much that I am going to try the experiment. 

When did you quit the African Trade? 
I believe in the beginning of the year 1787' 

Did your cqnfcience induce you to do fo ? 
It did in the mofi unequivocal manner. 

Did you apply for employment in an African iliip at Liverpool 
in the year 178!l ? 

I did not; and defy any man to prove it. 

Did Mr. Clarkfon apply for yOU! 
I think Mr. Clarkfon holds the Trade in too grelt abhorrence 

tO,have made any fuch application; if he did, it was without my 
knowledge. 

What has been your employment fince you left the Africal1 
Trade? . 

1n fiudying and praCtifing my own profeffion. 

Do you underfiand the language at St. Thomas? 
I do not underftand the Portuguefe language; all the traders 

.and principal people at St. Thomas fpeak Englilh enough to be 
-underftood. -

7 X Did 



Did you conver[e with the .man who .took Co much notice Of 
you when you was ill at St. Thomas? 

I did, in corrupt Englilh. 

What was thelargefr quantity of unmanufactured cotton yo" 
·ever faw in Africa? 

Perhaps four or five pounds. 

What was the largeR: quantity of rice you ever faw there 'r 
Forty or fifty tons. 

Could you have purchafed more if you had wilhed it? 
I believe if our bufinefs had been to have bought rice# we could 

have loaded the lhip there and at Cape Mefurado. 

Why do you think fo? 
From the natives of thofe two places faying they had plenty. 

Was you ever on board a French African ihip ? 
Yes, at Bonny. 

Are they better accommodated for the reception of Slaves thaD. 
·the Englilh veffels ? 

I know nothing about their accommodations, but the officers 
told me they had a good quantity of wine given them. 

,Are the Ellgli{h African {hips allowed wine? 
They have generally feveral dozens of wine, but not a :fufficient 

.quantity to give it every day to the Slaves, as .the French informed 
me .they do. 

Do the French take better care of the Slaves on 'board their lhips 
than the Engli{h do? 

Having never been on board .a French Slave fuip. but for a 
very fhort time, all the jnformation 1 can give on .that fubjec.r 
is from hearfay. 

When you delivered your evidence before the Committee of 
Privy Council, were you perfonally examined there. or did YOII 

prefent your information in writing r~ady drawn up ? 
I appeared there in propria perfona. 

Were you examined viva voce? 
.1 was. 
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At whore infiance, or by whofe official fummons, did you ap­
pear before the Privy Council for that purpofe ? 

I had feveral fummonfes, all of which were fig ned "W. Faw­
" kener, by their Lord1hips command." 

How many fummonfei did you receive before you attended the 
Privy Council? 

I attended when I received the firft, but after waiting three 
nours I was told I could not be examined that evening, and 
that their Lordfhips would let me know when it was convenient. 

Do you know by what means their Lordlhips came to the 
knowledge of your being able to give th<:m any information on 
this fubjeCl:? 

I cannot fay how they came by that knowledge; but I [up­
pore, by fome of the committee in London for abolifhing the 
.slave Trade. I was at that time di1fcCl:ing in Broad- fireet, 
Soho. 

Did YOll offer yourfelf voluntarily to any of that committee, 
or did any of them requeft you to give evidence before the Privy 
Council] 

I offered myfelf voluntarily at Brifiol to the Rev. Mr. Clark­
{on, and told him I would give him every affiftance and informa~ 
tion in my power. 

Who is Mr. Clarkfon, and what is his flation in life? 
He is a clergyman of the church of England. 

Has Mr. Clarkfon, to your knowledge, any preferment in the 
church of England ] 

I cannot fay. 

As far as your knowledge extends, ha1l or has not Mr. Clarkfon 
.employed himfelf in going from place to place to gain information 
refpeCl:ing the circurnfiances of the Slave Trade? 

He has; at fome of which places 1 have been with him. 

State the fevera} places to which you· have accompanied him for 
tltat purpo[e, and when? 

I went wi~ him from Briftol to Liverpool in J787 or 1788. 

Who defrayed your expences during that journey, and during 
JOur flay at Liverpool 1 

I believe 
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I believe my travelling expences were paid by the committee 
in London; but I am out of pocket, having expended more than 
I received. 

Who paid your expences during your fray at Liverpool? 
The fame committee. 

How long did you fray at Liverpool in that expedition with 
Mr. Clarkfon ? 

I believe eight or nine weeks. 

Did you return to Brifrol from Liverpool? 
1 did. 

How long might you have been abfent from Brifrol In the 
wh'Ole? 

I cannot precifely fay; I believe nine or ten weeks. 

When YOll went from Brifrol to Liverpool with Mr. Clarkfon, 
were you then fettled as apraaitioner ill furgery at Brifrol? 

When Mr. Clarkfon was fidl: introduced to me, I was praaifing 
with a Mr. Golclwier, an eminent furgeon in Brifrol, by way of 
improvement, as a pUFil. 

~ And where have you generally refided fince you went with Mr. 
Clarkfon to Liverpool? 

With JUy father in Brifrol, to whom I am confiderably in 
debt. 

What were the terms on which you firfr engaged as furgeoll 
tn the Guinea Trade? 

I do not recolleCt. 

Had you the fame emoluments when you quitted the Trade as 
when you entered into it? 

I believe they were pretty nearly equal. Captain Thompfon of 
Briftol, in 1787, offered me any thing in reafon that I would afk 
to go with him. 

Do you underftand the language of the natives in the feveral 
parts of Africa you have been in ? 

Not fo much as to be able to conver[e with them in it. 

, .From whom did you acquire the knowledge you poffe[s of the 
general laws and cufroms of that part of the world? 

The 



The knowledge I have been able to obtain has been from perfons 
who were employed on board the ihip, either as interpreters, water­
men, or pilots. 

Were there no other perfons, natives of that country, of higher 
degree than thofe you have mentioned, with whom you might 
have converfed, and acquired as accurate information refpeCting the 
laws and cuftoms of the country? 

At Bonny I have talked with the king, and Blundell Foubre, 
who was one of the principal traders, down to the canoe-boys . 
On the Windward Coaft I have talked with fame of the firft men 
there, particularly Mr. Tucker, and Robin Gray, king of Cape 
Mount; but our converfation has been on other fubjeCts than how 
Slaves were made, thofe gentlemen I believe giving tbemfelves very 
little trouble on that head. 

Did you receive any information as to the general hiftory of the 
\Vindward Co aft from either of thofe perfons laft-mentioned? 

I know little of the general hiftory of the Windward Coaft. I 
never profeffed fo to do; I believe they are little acquainted with 
any thing out of their own towns and villages. 

Does then your knowledge of the produCtions of Africa, and the 
progrefs in arts and manufaCtures by the natives, extend beyond 
the account you have already given of thofe particulars? 

I have mentioned no produCtions or manufactures but what I 
have feen, and my knowledge extends no further. 

Have you often been on GlOre on the Windward Coaft of Africa ~ 
In my fecond voyage we were feveral months there, and I have 

often been on [hore, and could have gone much oftener if I had 
applied to Mr. Frafer for that purpofe. 

Were yO\!! on ihore at different places and parts of the Coa(l? 
I have faid before, I have been only on iliore at Cape Mount. 

and Manna, on the Windward Coaft. 

What authority have the king and parliament men at Bonny? 
I cannot exactly ftate what authority they have, but I believe 

the king never does any thing of confequence without confulting 
them. 

Have they any power of proteCting thofe who refide there, or 
ftra.Agers who come ~here to trade? 

I cannot fay how far their power extends. 
7 y What 

• 
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, W hat is the particular fiation and duty of the officer called the 
lYIambooka, at Angola ? 

I do not know enough of the . Angola tongue to fay what his 
on-ice is, I only know h im by name. 

Did you never hear, or do yo u not believe, that he is the fi rft 
office r nex t to the king ? 

I never underficod he was the fi rfi officer. I bel ieve a perfon 
c?lled the M angova is [uperior to him; but to this I cannot 
fpeak po.fitively. 

But is not the M ambooka an o ffi cer of h igh re[pect and autho­
rity, although not the fir fi ? 

I ·do no t kno w. 

' Vhence did you get your information, of his having falfely 
Gharged a fi(herman with extortion, in order to have h im con­
dem ned and fold for that offence? 

I heard it from the boat's crew, who were on thore when it 
l)appened. 

D id they tell it you of their own knowledge ? 
, 'rhey did. 

D o YOll think the boat's crew underftood the language of the 
place fufficiently to obtain that information ? 

I do not think they did; but being on thore, they muft have 
[een and underfiood fomcthing of the bufine1s. 

Do you know any thing of the form of trials of criminals in 
that country? 

f do not. 

You faid that in, your fecond voyage you purchafed forty or 
, fifty t~ns of rice at Junk; do you fpeak with precifion as to the 
quantity purchafed at that time? 

I faid before I did not, but thought it to be about that 
quantity. 

Can you fpeak with certainty that the quantity purc:haJej at 
that time did actually amount to one half of the quantity yaw, my 
it did? 

I think it did amount to abo:ve that. I believe 1'lQPoiiv.t: ~x,­
cept Mr. 'Frafer, has got any Journal to produce Of ~-lI:l1p s 
tranfactions in that voyage. 

Should 
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Should you know Captain Frafer's journal, if it was produced . 
to you? 

I believe I {hou~d. 

And a book being {hewn to the Witnefs ; 

He was afked, 
. Do you believe that to be Captain Frafer's journal or trade 

book? 
I believe it is. 

[Then the faid book was delivered in.] 

_. In what fpace of time was the quantity of rice, which you [aid 
was then bought, fuipped on board YOlK lhip ? 

I cannot fpeak pofitively to the time or quantity. 

Did it take you a month to load that quantity? 
I only know we left fome goods at Junk. and came back and 

received the rice agreed for. 

-Did it take you one, two, or three months to load this rice? 
Having no book to refer to, I cannot mention any time with an, 

.degree of accuracy. 

Was there any interruption by the fUff in the {hipping of 
it? 

If there was, it did not come within my knowledge. 

Did you lay on board the thip. generally during the taking in 
that rice? 

I was always on board the imp. 

And then the Witnefs wa$ dired.ed to withdraw. 

YO'IJis. 
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, 
Jovis, n° die Martii 1790. 

MR. Falconbridge called in, and further examined. 

Mr. FALCONBRIDGE. Do you recolleCt the time when the {hip anchored off Junk, and 
began to take in this rice ~ 

I do not, having no book to refer to. 

To the beft of your recolleCtion, was it in either July, Au­
goff, or September 1783 ? 

1 do not know in what year the tranfaCtion paired, whether in 
1782 or 1783, 

At what period was the rice contraCted for to be delivered? 
I do not know. 

You have faid that the rice was contraCted for to be delivered 
in ab0ut fix weeks, and that it was ready at the time agreed 
\:Ipon; was it delivered accordingly at the time agreed upon? 

I think it was: if I am wrong it is not intentionally fo. 

Did you ever fce any of this rice delivered? 
I did. -

In what packages or veifels was it delivered? 
It was generally brought along-fide the !hip in a canoe, III a 

fort of ,balket of their own making. 

Are the baikets generally called crews~ or by what oth~r 
name? 

I ufed to undedland them by the name of balkets. 

Did you ever hear them called crews? 
I might, but I do not recolleCt at prefent that I did. 

feen fmall quantities of rice brought on board in boxes 
liquor cafes. 

What might thefe baikets hold in point of weight? 

r have 
or old 

Having never, as I remember, weighed one, I cannot flY, 

What rule do you go by t1l'!n in faying that the quantity de­
-livered amounted to between forty or fifty tons? 

Wl:en 



When Mr. FraCer was making the agreement, particularly with 
a man who called himCeif Jofe Will, I heard the word tons feve­
ral times mentioned, and I imagined to the number I have before 
fiated: whether they meant as we do, twenty hundred weight to 
the ton, I cannot fay. I have never pretended to be very accurate 
on this fl1bjetl:. 

Did you underftand it was twenty hundred weight to the ton, 
or do you mean to ftate it fa now? 

I did underftand it was twent/hundred weight to the -ton. 

Then you cannot recolletl: by what meafure the rice was deli­
vered to Captain Frafer? 

I do not recolletl: whether it was weighed or meafured. 

Which does the expreffion of forty or fifty tons, as applied tl!> 
rice, imply, weight or meafure ? 

It certainly applies to weight, but I have known perfons guefs 
at tonnage by the bulk of things. 

Did the bulk of the balkets or the liquor cafe~ you have men­
tioned, give you fufficient grounds to afcertain the quantity of rice 
in weight delivered? 

I have repeatedly faid that I could not be accurate in this rice 
bulinefs, and that it was matter of opinion and conjetl:ure. 

Then the following entries from Captain Frafer's journal or 
trade book, delivered in yefterday, were read; and are as 
followeth; viz. 

Junk. ~. Sept' 19, 1783' Jore Will, King Will, and 
.. Jos Weft, jointly, to J 50 lb. tobacco, 20 
.. kegs j>Owd. 6 kettles. 2 bafts, 4 necanees, 
•• 20 yas plains, 3 outlide jackets, 10 glls bdy. 
~, 20 couteaus-By to pay in 40 days 240 baik­
U ets of rice to contain a certain meafure, for 
.. which left a girl Slave as fecurity." 

~. Sept. 21ft, 1783' Tom Wilfon, to 751b. to­
ce baaeo, .10 kegs powder, 3 kettles, I baft, 
U 2 Oi<:tlllCes. 10 yds plains, I outlide jacket, 
.. 5 glIs. bdy. I CQu«au- By to pay 120 
•• batkets of rice, for which he left one of his 
.. people in pawn." 

7 Z " Jofe 

• 
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" JoCe Campbell, to 20 lb. tobacco, I nicanee, 
"6 yards plains, I outfide jacket, 3 glls. bdy. 
" 1 kettle, 3 kegs powder, 16 couteaus-By 
" to pay 45 bafkets of rice, for which left one 
« little boy ill pawn." 

.H 22. Robin Campbell, to 65lb. tobacco, lout­
" fide jacket, IS gall s. brandy, 3 kettles, I baft, 
H I tapfeel, I nicanee, 'I doz. couteaus, 4 locks, 
" 10 yds. plains, 10 kegs powder, 3lanthorns, 
" 3 bunches B. C. 4 doz. candles-By ,to pay 
" 140 crews rice, for which left one man in 
,« pawn." 

." Robin Gray. To 75 lb. tobacco, 1 outfide 
" jacket, 3 kett les, 1 baft, I tapfeel, I nicanee, 
« 5 galls bdy. 16 couteaus, 10 yds plains, ,10 

." kegs powder-By to pay I 20 crews rice." 

'Crue Setf<!. "30' 700 'rice to 40 lb. t.obacco." 

" Oel:' I. 10 cwt. rice, [orne plantains and cafTada-To 
" 50 lb. tobacco, 2 0ugs brandy." 

" 2. 4 [crevilas, 13 lb. and 3 cwt. ric.e-To 30 lb. 
" .tobaccQ." 

Setra Crue." '5' 3 cwt. rice, 1'0 [crevilas, 271b. and fome plan­
" tains-To 30 lb. tobacco." 

.Cru.e Setra." .7, I keg powder ... 2.0 lb. tobacco" I iron bar-for a 
," tonoi[e, [orne plantains .and rice." 

Nefoll • 

," 10 cwt. rice, [orne cafTada-To 60 Jb. tobac­
" ~o, 5 gallons brandy." 

," 8. 10 cwe. ric.e to 4Q lb. tobacco; fomeplantains 
" and 1irewo.od to 10 lb. DO." 

.. I Q .• ' 9 .cw.t. rice.to 5.5 lb. tobacco." 

.erue Setra." 12. '5 ferevilas, 14 'lb. '2 ewt. rice, forne plantain:s 
. and ,cafTada. To 22 lb. tobacco." 

· .. 13· 3 fcrevilas,8 lb. I bullock, 2 cwt. rice-Te 
" 1 iron bar, 20 lb. tobacco, 6 baft, 3.yards 
" plains." 

_<4 IS, 4 cwt. rice-To 30 lb. tobacco." 
:Badola. 



r 

Badou. ,~ J O. 7 .cwt. rice-To 75 lb. tobacco." 

Junk. "Nov. 5 to 1.0·. Received all the rice and Slaves, for which 
" advanced g00ds, and difcharged the 
." :pawns." 

w~s any of this rice, as you recol.Iecl, damaged ~n its pafTage 
10 the lhip from the lhore? 

·1 do not -recolleCt that it wa'S. 

Do you or do 'you .not recolleCt laying two days, or any other 
tIme, off Manna, .to dry the rice? 

1 do not recolleCt what time we layoff Manna, or for what 
purpofe. I bel-ieve the .rain often wetted the rice int .hanoes, 
for the rain .oR that "oaft is very violent at times . 

Do you .recolleCt the rice being wet from the furf in coming 
<on board thelhip ? 

I do not know that i.t was. 

Do you remember the lofs of any of Captain Frarer's goods by 
tthe furf or [well of the fea, as they were landing them for Henry 
Tucker, or any other perfon, near Manna, in the year 1783 ? 

I do not remember it if it happened. 

Do you recolleCt Captain Fra[er being detained on {bore at or 
near Manna, by the height of the furf, and prevented fwm failing 
f.or a da.y or .twe-? 

I do not remember that he was ever detained on that account. 

Do you recolleCt how many Slaves you carried in the Emilia 
from the Coaft of Africa, in the voyage of 1783 and 1784-? 

I have [aid before, I believe about 300 • 

. How mlmy of that number did you lore in the Middle Paifage ? 
I think tiH our arrival at Port Maria in Jamaica we 10ft between 

1hirty and forty. 

How many Slaves did you aCtllally fell of that cargo at Jamaica, 
.to the beft of your recolleCtion? 

I cannot fpeak pofitively to that queftion. 

Do you know who were the Guinea factors who fold that cargo 
:at Jamaica.? 

I believe 

j 



I believe Albn s and Cunpbell, r have had a bill drawn by 
th (;m. 

An Account of Sales, figncd " Allans and Campbell," 
being {hewn to the Witners, 

He was afked, 
Do you know the hand-writing of thofe perfons? 
I do; and the fig natures to the account I believe to be their 

hnnd writing. 

Then the faid Account was delivered in, and read; 
and is inferted in pages 637, 638, 639, 640' 

Did you ever, at anyone time, fee in any part of Africa a q uan­
tity of rice, cotton, or indigo futficient to load a vetTel of 200 tons 
burthen? 

r never did on the Coall:; what quantity there may be inland, I 
do not know. 

How far have you been in the inland part of the country in 
.Africa? 

But a very little way, fcarce a mile. 

Did you frequently, 0r at any time, fleep on {bore there? 
.l very feldom Dept on {hare. 

Did you ever fleep on {hare? 
I Dept once or twice o"n D10re a~ Bonny; r do not remember 

that I have at any other place. 

Do you know of Captain Frafer ever hav.ing refufed to pur­
.chafe any likely good female Slaves? 

1 do not. 

From the knowledge you have of tbe -laws and cull:oms of the 
African country, do you believe that kidnapping .is tolerated there. 
and that it can be practifed with impunity when difcovered? 
, 1 have {aid before, ·that I had but little knowledge of the Afri­

can laws, therefore cannot fay whether kidnapping is tolerated or 
not; but the inll:ances I have mentioned have been related by the 
Negroes themfelves. 

Did you underlland from them thBt 'kidnapping was an avowed 
practice in the country? 

I certainly did. 
Avowed 



Avowed by the government of the country, Of' how do you ex­
plain the word ~ avowed!' 

They told me it was a very common prattice. . 

Did you undemand from them that the laws allowed of it? 
I never converled with them about their laws,; my curiofity ill 

general led me no further than to enquire how they came there, 
or by what means J 

Do you believe that Captain Frafer, or any other mafter of a 
fbip in that trade, of the fame difpofition which you have afcribed 
to him, would pur-chafe a Slave, knowing him to have been kid­
napped? 

I believe Captain Frafer, or any other captain that goes for 
Slaves, feldom trouble themfelves how they were caught or 
made Slaves. 

Q..!!eftion repeated. 
I believe they all would. 

Did you ever know Captain Frafer knowingly to have beeR. 
'guilty of fuch a practice .? 

I have mentioned a -circumftance, in my lail: voyage to Bonny, 
of a man coming along-fide the fbip, under pretence of feeing 
her, and was fold. Whether Captain Frafer knew it or not, I 
cannot tell,; the man was paid for on board the lhip. 

When the fbip Alexander run aground on the bar, in coming 
out of the river Bonny, did fbe lay in an ~pright fituation, or di<i 
{he heave? 

After giving feveral thumps we kept the fail fet, and fbe 
worked herfdf into deep water, or aRoat, when we came to all •. 
anchor. 

Yms have {aid you have never been able to cure a man who has 
had a bad dyfentery,; do you think that every furgeon of a Slave 
!hip has had fuch ill fuccefs ( . 

I believe every man of candour will acknowledge it. I have 
<>ften palliated the fymptoms by large dofes of opium. but never 
remember effecting a perfect cure. I mean to apply this obferva­
.tion to fuip-board. 

Did you ever know of an inftance in Captain Frafer's ihip of a 
Slave dying while fhackled to another? 

I think I did not-but I have in the Alexander. 
SA In 
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1n the .cafe of a fudden death, and when there is no external 
~ ppearance of injury, in what part of the body is the cauf~ of 
'fuch death mofi: l ikely to be fo und on diffection ? 

I think it maybe found in various parts; perhaps fro m the 
rupture of fame large veifel. 

A s a profeilional man. yo u are aiked, whether the caufe of 
fudden death is or is not oftener to be found in the head than in 
any other part of the body? 

It may be the cafe, but in all the .heads I have opened~ and 
fcen opene~ the brain was generally fo und, or had no appearance . 
of difeafc. 

As you o.pened the thorax and abdomen of the Slave who died 
fuddenly on bo.ard the Emilia, wby did you not alfo. open the 
head, ·to. fee the fi:ate of the brain? 

Every man that knows any thing of anatomy, likewife knows 
tha t opening the head in a dextrous manner. fo. as to. expo.fe the 
brain, is often no eafy thing, and I had neither time no.r co.n­
ven iences in that inftance to do .it; I was forced to. do it at candle­
light, upon the deck, after all the Slaves were below. 

You h ave {aid, that you think the treatment of the Slaves ill 
the Wefi: India Wands, from the two inftances you have adduced. 
was very cruel; il:ate the different Hlands belonging to Great 
Britain which you have been in. 

Grenada and J amaica. 

Have ro u never been at St. ChriUo.pher's? 
I have touched there: 

How often, and for how long a 'time, have you been on lhor~ 
at St. ChriH:opher's? ' 

When we touched there in the Emilia, in 1782 or 1783, Mr. 
F.rafer went on {hare there, and we fi:ood off and on till he came 
on board.. I was .not on {hore my fel f. 

W as you ever on QlQre there? 
No. 

Was you ever on Ihore at Antigua.! 
No. 

At Montferrat ? 
No. 

At 



At Nevii P 
No.. 

At Dominique f 
No. 

At Saint Vincent's? 
No. 
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How do you form yonr judgment 'of the heightbof the furf at 
Saint Chrifiopher's ? 

I have faid before, we were fianding off and on at Baffeterre ; 
I faw a great furf as I thought, and the boats feemed to have fome 
difficulty in getting through it. 

Did you ever fee the furf on the Windward Coaft of Africa, as 
high as that in the road of Baffeterr.e, at Saint Chrifiopher's ? 

I think I have. '" 

,\Vhat month in ,the year was it that you 1l:ood aff the coafi at 
Baffeterre ? 

I do not recollect the exact time. 

Did you ever fee a Slave flogged by -hili mafier, ur by any perfoA 
by his direction, in any of the Britilh Iflands you have been in ? 

I never faw a Slave flogged,; but I faw one at Black River at 
Jamaica, who had been feverely flogged. 

You have faid you did not enquire the caufe of that Slave having 
been fo much flogged,; do or do you not believe, from the cir­
cumftance of his being in the gaol there, that he mufi ha'lle beea 
punilhed by the authority of fome civil magifirate f-or fome of­
fence? 

1 cannot f~y by whofe authority he was punithed. as I did not 
clltIuire• 

Did not Y0ur humanity prompt you to enquire, becaufe that 
fevere puni1hment made fuch an impreffion on your mind? 

Whatever my humanity might have prompted me to have dOne, 
J conceive it would have been giving no relief to the poor fellow. 

~effionrepeated. 
it did nOt. 

Have 



Have you ever [eell a {oldier flogged at the halberts? 
I never did; but I have [een a [ailor flogged. 

Did you never hear of a [oldier dying in confequence of the 
punilhment he had received at the halberts? 

I do not remember having heard any fuch thin.g. 

You have [aid you fcarcely ever f..1W the back of a Slave, but it 
had [cars on it; as far as your information and obfervation have 
gone, do you believe that Slaves are in general flogged on the 
back? 

I believe they are, I have been informed fOe 

J n what IQand ? 
In Grenada. 

You have faid, that you think by the means of the trade of this 
country, that the manners and cufioms of the Africans might be 
altered, and that you were going to try the experiment; explain 
the nature of the experiment you are going to try? 

The ~efiion being objeCted to ; 

The Witnefs was direCted to withdraw. 

And being again called in, 

The ~efiion was repeated. 
I am certail'lly going, (and it is my opinion it may be done) t() 

induce the Africans to cultivate their country, and raife fuch arti­
cles as will fell in this country, and pay them with olir manu­
faCtures. 

Are you a prin~ipal ill this undertaking? 
I do not precifely kMW my fituation yet, for I do fiot be1ic;ve 

the plan is yet entirely fettled. 

Is any of your own private fortun.e to be e~barked ill this under .... 
taking? ' 

I have no for'hlne. 

Are you to receive a {alary, or any other remuneration ~ 
fervices expeCted to be performed by you in this untierta:KU' :na;,._ 
fromwhom? 

.1 expeCt to be paid by my employ~s. 
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Are your employers the committee for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade in London, or any of them? 

Not the committee at large, 1 believe two or three of the fub­
fcribers are members of that committee . 

. Which of the voyages did you allude to when you faid the 
Illlps were fo crouded that the Slaves had not more rOOm to lie on 
than a man in his coffin? 

I t was fa in all. 

Did you tell the Privy Council that the {hip was not much 
crouded in the fecond voyage, when you had the largeil: number 
of Slaves on board? 

In my fecond voyage the {hip was not fa much crouded as In 

the others, but I conceived them very thick then. 

Q!!eil:ion repeated. 
I believe I did. 

After your evidence was taken by the Privy Council, was it read 
over to you? 

I cannot fpeak pofitively whether it was or not. 

When therefore you told the Privy Council that the {hip was 
not much crowded in that voyage, what were your grounds for [0 

f~ying ? 
I had no other grounds than that we had not the fame num­

ber of Slaves as we had the lail: voyage. 

Do the Europeans ever go up the country to the places from 
whence the Slaves are brought? 

I never heard that they did. 

Do they acquire their knowledge of the manner in which 
Slaves are made fo any other ways than by the information of 
the Negroes themfelves, whether traders or others, and by the 
conclufions which they draw on the comparifon of thofe diffe­
rent informations? 

I believe all their information is derived from the Black traders 
and the purchafed Negroes. 

If then the practice of firing villages for the purpofe of making 
Slaves were ever fo frequent, would it be in the power of Euro-.s B peans 



pealls to fiate it as a fact of their own knowledge and obfer­
vation ? 

It wou ld not be in their power to defcribe one of thofe fcenes, 
as I believe very few White men, if any, have feen them. 

- Have you every reafon to believe, from the concurrent tefiimo ny 
of others, that fuch a practice does exifl: ? 

I do really believe that that is one of their modes of making 
war, as they call it. 

Does not the king of Bonny know his town to lie at the mercy 
of the French and Engli{h ? 

I Ibould fuppofe he is fellfible it does. 

If a gun were fired for the purpofe of forcing trade, do you 
imagine that that defign would be underfl:ood by the kipg ? 

I do imagine if the Europeans were to threaten fuch a thing, it 
would induce him to fend fome of his canoes to what they call the 
Up Country. 

Have you ever experienced the heat to be fo great, and the air 
fo foul, in the Negroes apartments between decks, as to induce you 
to think that fuffocation might not improbably be occafiuned by a 
night's confinement in fuch an atmofphere? 

In the Alexander, as I have rel ated b~fore, being down but a {hart 
time, the heat and fiench were fa intolerable, that I am perfuaded 
a night's confinement in that fituation would have de1l:royed me. 

Did you keep any memorandum refpecting the quantity of rice 
bought in the voyage of 1783? , 

I did not. 

Can you fay whether there was any difficulty in procuring the 
quantity you did take? 

There was no difficulty apparently. 

When you flated that between thirty and forty Slaves died in 
that voyage on the Middle Pa{fage, did or did you not mean to 
include thofe who died on {hare before the fale ? 

We had none on {hare in that voyage before they were fold; if 
'I have flated the number wrong, it is merely from not having any 
papers or journal relating to that voyage. 

You have been a!ked whether yol! were ever on {hore at St. Chrif­
topher'sy 
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tdpher's, Antigua, Montferrat, Nevis, Dominique, and St. Yin. 
cent's, to which you replied no; have you ever faid you were 
there? 

I believe I have not faid that I was on {hare at thofe IfIands. 

You have mentioned, in the courfe of YO,ur evidence, that the 
feamen in general on board the Alexander were ill ufed; do YOlt 
know any other infl:ances of remarkable barbarity or ill treatment 
in that filip, betides thofe which you have frated to the Com­
mittee? 

I have faid that all the people in that {hip, except three, were 
beaten or ill treated. I remember the black cock one day broke 
a plate; he had a fi{h-gig darted at him, which would certainly 
have deftroyed him, if he had not fioQped or dropped down. One 
day the carpenter's mate had let his pitch-pot catch fire; he and 
the cook were both tied up, firipped, and flogged, but the cook 
with the greatefl: feverity; after that the cook had faIt water and 
Cayenne pepper rubbed on his back. A man came on ,board at 
Bonny, belonging to a little lhip (I believe the captain'S name was 
Dodfon, of Liverpool) which had been overfet at New Calabar, 
this man, when he came on board, was in a convalefcent !tate; he 
was feverely beaten one night, for what caufe I know not, he came 
and applied to me for fomething to rub his back with, I was told 
by the captain not to give him any thing, and he was ddired to go 
forward; he went and lay under the forecaftle: I vifited him very 
often, when he complained of his bruifes; he had a return of his 
flux. and died in about three weeks from the time he was beaten ; 
the lafr words he ever fpoke to me were (after lhedding tears) .. I 
II cannot puni1h him (meaning the captain) but God will." Thefe 
are the moft remarkable infiances which I know; but every body 
was beaten in their turn, as I have fo often [aid before. 

Did Mr. Frafer fet down all the rice which he purchafed on the 
Coaft ? 

All that he bought at Junk I believe he did fet down; but I was 
employed to purchafe rice at the different places we were at in that 
voyage on the Grain Coafi, of which, I believe, no account was 
taken. 

You have faid. in a former 'anf wer, that you could not be ac­
curate in this rice bufinefs, and that it was matter of opinion 
and conjecture; did you mean to refer this pollible inaccuracy 
to all that paffed relative to the rice, or only to the exact quan­
fi1y. which had been purchafed? 

Certainly, to all of it. 
Do 



Do you know Mr. Athorn, in Mr. M'Taggert's compting­
hour<: at Briftol ? 

I know a perfon of that name, who u1ed to be in his compt­
ing-houfe. 

Did you or did you not defire Mr. Athorn to intercede with 
Mr. M'Taggert to g ive you the command of an African Slave 
fhip? 

I never did, or ever thought of fuch a thing; for if I had 
been defiroL1s of getting promotion in the African ferviee, Mr. 
Frafer could have done it much better than Mr. Athorn. I dined 
one day with Captain Ftafer and his officers; he then faid, " 'Every 
one of you who are here I will make captains"-He has been as 
good as his word; and I am the only one out of that number that 
has not commanded a veifel in the Slave Trade. 

Do you or do yo u not know that the boiling over of the pitch­
pot is attended with the greateft danger to the {hip, and all 011 

board? 
I know it is attended "'lith danger; but it was the fault of the 

carpenter's mate, and I do not think the cook had any right to be 
puni!hed for it. 

Are your expences of coming up to London to give evidence 
before this Committee defrayed by yourfelf. or by any other per­
fon, and by whom? 

I came up to London on a very different bufinefs, with an in­
tention of going to Africa. I was defired by the committee for· 
the abolition of the Slave Trade to attend-here; and whether they 
choofe to give me any thing or not, is at their own option. 

Do you expect any thing from them? 
I do expect, as I have attended their bufinefs, to have my ex­

penees paid. 

And then the Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

YeneriJ, 



J7eneris, 12° die Martii 1790. 

CAptain Ambrofe Lace attending according to order, was called 
in, and examined. 

Was you ever employed in the Afric:!n Trade? 
Yes. 

Was you at Old Calabar in the year 1767, as captain of any, 
and of what ihip? 

I was there as captain in the ihip Edgar. 

What number of Englilh fhips were then lying at Calabar ? 
Nine. 

Were they aIllhips concerned in the African Trade P 
Everyone. 

Do you remember, that in order to make an end of a dif­
pute which had for fome time fublifted between the inhabitants 
of the Old and New Town, any agreement was made for both 
parties to meet on ihip-board? 

Yes. 

Can you defcribe the nature of that difpute? 
There had been for many years a difpute between the people of 

Old Town and New Town. 

State the nature and circumftances of that difpute. 
When I firft went there in 1748, there were no inhabitants in 

the place called Old Town, they all lived at the place called 
N ew Town; fome time after difputes arofe between a party ~vho 
now call themfelves Old Town people, and thofe who are no\'Y 
called New Town people. 

When the parties were invited to meet on fhip-board, was toat 
invitation made with an infidious view, to get them within the ' 
yowet of the Englilh, to make Slaves of them? 

No. 

Did any of the parties meet on board in confequence of fllCh 
ent; and what pa1fed cn that occafion? 

8 C T he 

Captain LAC E. 
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The principal 'people from Old Town came on board my Jhip. 
where the duke (the principal man of Old Town) was to have met 
them; they came on board about half paft [even in the morning; at 
about eight I was going to hreakfaft with a perron who called hil'.l­
felf king of Old Town; there were four of the king's large canoes 
alongfide of my !hip, where the other canoes were 1 cannot tell ; 
I was juft pouring out fome coffee, when I heard a firing; the 
king called Ollt and {aid, Imo, a brother of his, was firing. I went 
upon deck along with the king, and my people told me my gunner 
was killed; immediately the king was for going overboard; I tben 
told him to ftay where he was ; he told me he wOl!ld not, he 
would go in his canoe, which he did; his fon who was with him 
in my 111ip he left behind, but t:alled to him in his own lang uage 
to ftay with me, which he did; the firing, by what I can recol­
lett, might be for ten or fifteen minutes, but I cannot be certain 
as to the exaB: time. The canoes were moft of them tben got 
afl:ern of my !hip within about 300 or 400 yards; I had not time 
to make obfervations of the two parties, I wan~ed to defend my­
felf after 1 was fired into.; I was no further mole{~ed, the canoei 
were all gone. 

At the time the firing commenced, were any of your guns lo~d­
ed, or were any of the fmall a'rms in the poifeffion of your crew? 

The [mall arms are always loaden, but they were locked up., 
and the cheft was broke open. 

Was the key of the cheft afterwards found, and where? 
In the gunner's pocket. 

Did you or your people ~ake any {hare in the affray th:lt thell 
happened? 

No more tban any gentleman in this room. 

Wf"-e any guns fired from your {hip, great or [mall, upon that 
occafion? 

No; not [0 much as a piflol. 

Were any guns fired from any other {hi ps upon tbat DecaGon? 
Not to my knowledge. 

Did the king kill any man on board your !hip? 
No. 

W:as the king on b02rd any other {hip during I hat buaIe? 
Not 
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Not to Il.lY knowledge; if he was, it mufi have been before he 

.came on board my {hip. 

Were there any Slaves actually made on that occafion ? 
Not to my knowledge. 

At what time, and how long after, did YOLt get the complement 
of Slaves for your lhip ? 

( I went there the beginning of July, I cannot exaaIy fiat~ when 
this happened, and failed the firfi week in December; I was there 
'within a few days of .five months, over or under. 

Did the Engliih enter .into this bufinefs with any fraudulent or 
improper .view? 

Not that ever I heard of. 

Did the Engli{h, as you knew er believe, reap any benefit what­
ever from this tranfaction ? 

No; it was againfi: the trade. 

Previous to this tranfaruon, had there been any confultatioll 
amongfi: the Engli{hcaptains., relative to the difference betweell 
the Old and New Towns, or relative to any other matter connected 
with this tranfaction '? 

If there was, it was before I ,came into the river, and unknown 
to me. 

Do you know wllat a balket of rice on the Windward Coafi of 
Africa generally weighs? 

I never fiopt to the Windward but twice; by what I recollect, 
{orne of the balkets will hold from two to three gallons. 

Do you recollec:t what a crew of rice weighs? 
I do not in weight. 

Do you in meafure ? 
They differ in different parts of the Coafi:, but they are in ge­

Heral from two to three gallons; the largefi: I ever faw was three 
gallons. 

What was the largefi fized balket you ever faw on the Co:tf1: ? 
To the befi: of my recollection, it hardly filled one of thefe three 

gallon crews. 

Did 

, 

• 



Did you ever meet with the Reverend Mr. Clarkfon, at Liver­
pool? 

I breakfafred with him. 

Had you any converfation with him on African fubjeCts ? 
He afked me fome queftions concerning the produce of Africa. 

Do you know Mr. Rathbone of Liverpool r 
He breakfafied with us at the fame time. 

Was this tranfaCtion at Old Calabar mentioned at that time? 
It was. 

Can you recolleCt what paffed about it? 
I may not recolleCt every word. It was firfi mentioned by 

1\1r. Chaffers, whom we breakfafied with; Mr. Chaffers afked me 
jf I could tell what number of Black per[ons might be killed 
that day; I told him I could not; I alfo told him my {hip was 
fired into, my gunner killed, and I believe I added, that I did 
not know whether they did not mean to facrifice me; this is the 
principal part of the converfation which I recolleCt to have 
paffed. 

Do you recolleCt faying any thing with refpeCt to any advice 
which you gave to any of the other captains relative to this 
fubjeCt ? 

No. 

Do you recolleCt whether you did or did not give any advice 
whatfoever to any of the captains at the time? 

I did not. 

Did you know by whom your gunner was killed?· 
It was impoffible for m(! to know; it mufl: have been from 

fome of the canoes at a diftance, but from which I cannot tell; 
but I am of opinion the firing muft have come from the New 
Town people. 

Why do you think the firing came from the New Town 
people? 

The Old Town people were alongfide my !hip, and the New 
Town people were at a diftance from them. 

-And then the Witnefs was direCted to withdraw. 

SAL E S 
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SAL E S of 306 Slaves, per the Ship Elnilia, Captain James Fr,&r, on Account of 

the Owners, Evan Baillie, Efquire, and Co. Merchants, Briftol. 
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---- - - - - - - - -
17 84 . 

February s. J ob Bennet - - J - - - - 1 - - 6 6 & 6 2, Duty 40/ 1 3 0 - -
J Oleph Clemfton - 1 1 - - - - - - 66 , 64, and Duty 13 2 - -
Joh n Barton - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - 126 --
Dotl:. M'Ewen - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 65 - -
James Cuningham - - - - 1 - - - - - - 61 --
George G. Brown 1 :2 - - - :2 2 - - - - 445 --
1 hu nas Cockburn - - - 1 1 - - - - - - 1 ~4 --

JOhll Murr"-y - - - - - 1 1 1 1 Girl 58 244 --
Robert Curn e - - - - 1 - I - - - - - 126 --
J ames Campbell - 2 1 - - - - - - - - - 199 --
Will iam Jeffries - 3 - - - - - - - - - - 2Ql - -
Robert Hepburn - 1 - 2 t - - - I Girl 58 3 19 - -
Charles Grant - 3 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 3 2 9 - -
John M'Crae - - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 128 - -
Daniel M'Intolh - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 61 --
John Sanderfon - - - - 4 2 4 - - - - - 626 - -
John Joyce - - 1 - I - - 2 - - - - - 25 8 --
Edward Campbell - - :2 - - - - - - - - 1 3 0 --
James Davidfon - - - :2 - - - - - - - - 1':;0 --

John Jacks - - I - I - - - - - - - - 13 2 --
John M'Pherfon - It - 2 - - - - - - - - 264 --
Andrew Linton - - - 2 - - - - - - - - 130 --
James Anderfon - - - - - I 2 - - - - - 187 --
Alexander Allan - I 1 1 - - - 1 - - - - 25 8 --
J ames Duthie - I - - - - 1 - - - - - 130 --
J ohn Hinds - - - 1 1 0 I - :2 - 2 Girls 58 1,022 --
ThoffillS J ackfon - I - 5 I :2 1 - - Boys 58 63 6 --
Richard Davis - 1 - 6 - - - - - - - - 457 --
William J. Parfons 1 - 3 - - 2 - I Girl 58 447 --
Captain Orrack - - - - - I - - - - - - 59 - -
John Grant - - - - . - 1 1 - - - - - 124 --
Angus Campbell - - - 3 I - 3 - I Girl 58 506 --
Erlkin Stolao - - - - - ;: 1 - - - - - - 59 --
Dr. Fletcher - - - - - - - 2 I - - - - 187 --

~ - - - - - - - ------
21 940 10 12 29 5 6 £. 8,+3 2 --, . - - ...... - - - - - --------

.-. r~ 

80 james 

• 
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Brought over - 21 940 10 12 29 S 6 

James Forfyth &1 
17 84. 

F ebruary 6. 

10. 

21. 

Peter Milne - S I -

John WaIner - 2 - 1 -
James Glen 1 -

Peter Milne and I 
George Irons - - 1 -

James Henderfon 
George Ogle -
Richard Bennet 

2 -

John Lowe - 1 -

J ames Barton - - 1 -

I -

5 1 

3 

John D. Nibbs I - -

AndrewByrne - - - - - 1 -

Andrew Ramfey 1 -

Jofeph Wiggins - I - 2-

Robert Mafon -
Nath. Stewart 2 2 -

2 -

Alex' Lindo - 13 I of ali' denominations. 

2 

~ 2S ~1561~ 1913216~ 
Total 306 ---, - - - - - - - -

Captain James Frafer's privilege, 2 per C' - - -
John Gould, his privilege 2 Slaves, on an Average with the 

Cargo, deducting Sale and Import Duty 
Alexander Falc0nbridge J ditto 
Benjamin Howard "I ditto 
Robert Mills - - I ditto 
Adventure allowed by the Owners to the Officers. 5 Negroes 

on the above Average 

Sale Duty on 309 Slaves 
Import Duty on :31 I ditto 
DoCl:or's Head Money on 296 
Captain Frafer's Coaft Commiffion 
Our Commiffions. at .5 perce 

- at 20/ 

- loj 
1/ 

- 4/10+ 

64, 62. and Duty 

Boy 56 

60 and 58 

Girls '56 

5S each 
61 

44 and Duty. 

340 12 -

10~ 6 It 
54 3-{-
54 3-':' 
54 3-t 

3~--

155 10-
'140 16 -

613.1 J 51 
801 7 

N' proceeds to the 'Credit of Evan Baillie. Efsuire. and .co. .. 

8.43 2 - -

128 --

187 --
25° --

IS7 --

120 --

63 --
68 9 --
262 --

67 --
67 -- ' 
63--
63 --

197 --
112 --

248 --
5.895 --

16.14-7 :J7 
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Dr Enn Baillie, Efquire, and Co. in Account Current" with Allans and Campbell. 

1784. 
C' 

Feb. 28. 11'0 Calh paid Captain Frafer 
Balance 700 

13,540 2 
1784. IBy Net Proceeds of 

Feb. 28 . 306 Slaves per the 

£. I T4,240 2. 

To the following Bills on our Guar­
antee-s, Dyer, Filb, and Co. of 
London; viz . 

Three Sets in favour of Thomas Dean, 
Efquire, at IS, 21, and 24 Months 
Sight, for £.468 each - "' 11,40 4 __ 

Three Sets in favour of Levi Ames, 
Efquire, at 15, 21, and 24 Months 
Sight, for £. 468 each .. - -I 1,40 4 ,..... _ 

Three Sets in favour of Meffieurs Bulb, 
Elton, and Co. at 15, 21, and 24 
Months Sight, for £'468 each -I 1,40 ,!- __ 

Three Sets in favour of James Baillie, 
Efquire, at 15, 21, and 24 MO!'lths 
Sight,for£.468each -1'1404 --

Six Sets in favour of Evan Baillie, 
Efguire, at 15, 2', and 24 Months 
Sight, for £ , 1468 each _I 2,808 

One Set in f;vour of Evan Baillie, 
Efguire, and Co. at 12 Months 
Sight 

7 86 19 

Sterling _. 9,210 '9 

1-'­• 
I J · • 

Commiffion for remitting,s per C' 
-----1 12,895 , 6 9 

644 IS 4 

£. '13,540 2 

----'-'--

Emilia ~ - I 14,240 2 1 

By Balance brought 
down - - ~ I 13,540 " 

£., '3,-540 2 

j(ingf\:on, 28th February 17 84. , 
(Errors excepted .) ALLANS and CAMPB E LL. ~ ; 

,.., 
~ 
\0 

L-.J' 
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PRICES DAy OF SALE. 

Privilege Men - 66 and Duty. 
Ditto Men Boys 

64 Ditto. 
Men 

Ditto. 
Men Boys - 62 
Women - 62 
Women Girls 

~ 60 
Girls 

~ 54 a. 58 
Boys e 

== !l - 56 a. 60 



1784-. 
February 6. 

10. 

21. Alex' 

Total 306 

Captain James Fraser's privilege, 2 per ct 
John Gould, h:i.a privilege 2 Slaves, on an Average with the 

Cargo, deducting SaJ.e and Import Duty 
Alexander FaJ.conbridge 1 ditto 
'BenJamin Howard 1 ditto 
Robert Mills 1 ditto 
Adventure allowed by the Owners to the Officers, 

on the above Average 

Sale Duty on 309 Slaves 
l!IIport Duty on 311 ditto 
Doctor's Head Koney on 296 
Captain Fraser's Coast Commission 
Our Commissions, at 5 per ct. _ 

5 Negl"oes 

at 20/ 
10/ 
1/ 
4/104. 

Nt.proceeds to the Credit of Elan Baillie, Esquire, and Co 

62, and Duty 

Boy 56 

60 and 58 

Girls 56 

55 each 
61 
44 and Duty. 

340 

108 
51!-
51!-
51!-

270 

309 
155 
14 

621 
807 

12 -
11 6 

3 
i 3 

3 4" 

15 3i 

10 -
16 -
17k 
7 10 

8,432 

128 

187 
250 

187 

120 
63 

689 
262 

67 
67 
63 
63 

197 
112 
248 

5,895 

17,030 

882 2 7l 
16,147 17 4t 

1,907 15 ~ 

14,24-0 2 
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SALES of 306 Slaves, per the Ship Ibilia, Captain James Fraser, on Account 
of the Owners, Evan Baillie, Esquire, and Co. Jlerchants, Bristol. 

February 5. Job Bennet 66 & 62, Duty 40/ 
66,~,and Duty 

130 
132 
126 

Joseph Clemston 
John Barton 
Doct JrlCEwen 
James Cuningbam 
George G. Brown 
Thomas Cockburn 
John Jlurray 
Robert Cnrrie 
James Caapbell 
William J ef'f'ries 
Robert Hepburn 
Charles Grant 
John KCene . 
Daniel MCIntosh 
John Sanderson 
John Joyce 
Edlrard Caapbell 
James Davidson 
John Jacks 
John MCFherson 
ADdr_ Linton 
James ADdJrrson 
AJ.a:mDder AJ.lan 
James Duthie 
Jou Hinds 
Thomas Jackson 
Bichard Davia 
Will.iam J. ParSODB -

Captain Orrack 
John Grant 
ADgaa Caapbell 
Br-aki.n Stobo 
Dr. Fletcher 

Girl 58 

Girl 58 

Girll58 
Boys 58 

Girl 58 

Girl 58 

65 
61 

445 
124-
244-
126 
199 - -
201 
319 
329 
128 

61 
626 
258 - -
130 
139 
132 
264-
130 
187 
258 
130 

1,022 
636 
457 
447 

59 
124-
506 - -
59 

187 

£. 8,432-
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Captain HAL L, 
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