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Chap. V. 

A Letter of M. Gabriel Archar, touching the 
Voyage of the Fleet of Ships, which arrived at 
Virginia, without Sir Tho. Gates, and Sir 
George Summers, 16°9. 

Woolwich the fifteenth of May, 1609, 
seventh saile weyed anchor, and came to 
Plimmouth the twentieth day, where Sir 
George Somers, with two small Vessels, 
consorted with us. H ere we tooke into 
the Blessing (being the ship wherein I 
went) sixe Mares and two H orses; and 

the Fleet layed in some necessaries belonging to the 
action: In which businesse we spent time till the second 
of June. And then wee set sayle to Sea, but crost by 
South-west windes, we rut in to Faulemouth, and there 
staying till the eight 0 June, we then ~ate out. Our 
Course was commanded to leave the Cananes one hundred 
leagues to the Eastward at least, and to steere away directly 
for Virginia, without touching at the West Indies, except 
the Fleet should chance to be separated, then they were to 
repaire to the Bermuda, there to stay seven dayes in expec­
tation of the Admirall; and if they found him not, then 
to take their course to Virginia. 

Now thus it happened; about sixe dayes after we lost 
the sigh t of England, one of Sir George Somers 
Pinnasses left our company, and (as I take it) bare up for 
England; the rest of the ships, viz. The Sea Adventure 
Admirall, wherein was Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
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Somer, and Captaine Newport: The Diamond Vice­
admirall, wherein was Captaine Ratcliffe, and Captaine 
King. The Falcon Reare-admirall, in which was Captaine 
Martin, and Master Neilson: The Blessing, wherein 1 and 
Capt:line Adams went: The Unitie, wnerein Captaine 
Wood, and Mastcr Pen were. The Lion, wherein tap­
taine Webb remained: And the Swallow of Sir George 
Somers, in which Captaine Moone, and Master Somer 
went. In the Catch went one Matthew Fitch Master: 
and in Ihe Bo~1t of Sir George Somers, called the Virginia, 
which was built in the North Colony, went one Captaine 
Davies, and one Master Davies. These were [he Cap­
taines and Masters of our Fleet. 

We ran a Southerly course from the Tropicke of Cancer, 
where h:lving the Sun within sixe or seven degrees right 
over our he3d in JuJy, we bore away West; so [hat by 
the fervent heat and loomes breezes, m:lny of our men feU 
sicke of the Calenture, and out of two ships was throwne 
over-boord thirtie two persons. The Vlceadrnirall was 
s:lid 10 have the plague in her; but in the Blessing we 
had not :lily sicke, albeit we had twenty women and 
chi ldren. 

Upon Saint James day, bein? about one hundred and 
fjflie learues distant from the \, eSI Indies, in crossing the 
Gulfe 0 Bahama, Ihere hapned a most terrible and vehe­
ment storme, which was a [aile of the West Indian 
I-I oracano; this tempest seperated all our Fleet one from 
another, and it was so violent that men could SClcce stand 
lIpon the Deckes, neither could any man heare another 
speake, being thus divided, every man steered his owne 
course, and as it fell out about five or sixe dayes after the 
star me ceased (which endure fortie foure houres in 
extremitie) the Lion first, and after the Falcon and the 
Unitie, got sig-ht of our Shippe, and so we layaway 
directly ror Virginia, finding neither current nor winde 
opposite, :IS some h:lve reported, to the great charge of 
our Counsell :md Adventu rers. The Unity was sore dis­
Iressed when she c:lme up with us, for of seventy land , 
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1609_ 
men, she had not ten sound, and all her Sea men were Art"irlall in 

downe, but anely the Master and his Boy, with one poore Yirginia. 
sailer, but we relieved them, and we foure consorting, fell 
into the Kings River haply the eleventh of August. I n 
the Unity were borne two children at Sea, but both died, 
being both Boyes. 

When wee came to James Towne, we found a Ship 
which had bin there in the River a moneth before we 
came; this was sent out of England by our Counsels 
leave and authority, to fi sh fo r Sturgeon, and to goe the 
ready way, without tracing through the Torrid Zoan, and 
shee performed it: her Commander was Captaine Argoll CdPMill 

(a good Marriner, and a very civill Gentleman) and her ArgiJl/. 
Master one Robert Tindall. 

The people of our Colonie were found all in health (for Sralr ifrllr 

the most part) howbeit when Captaine Argoll came ill , Cclony. 

they were in such distresse, for many were dispersed in 
the Savages townes, living upon their almes for an ounce 
of Copper a day, and fourescore lived twenty miles from 
the Fort, and fed upon nothing but Oysters eight weekes 
space, having no other allowance at all, neither were the 
people of the Country able to relieve them if they would. /Jlw//( alltl 
Whereupon Captaine Newport and others have beene olll(r vim ro 
much to blame to informe the Counsell of such plenty of "'ami also. 

victuall in this Country, by which meanes they have beene 
slacke in this supply to give convenient content. Upon 
this, you that be adventurers, must pardon us, if you nnde 
not returne of Commodity so ample as you may expect, 
because the law of nature bids us seeke sustena nce first, 
and then to labour to content you afterwards. But upon 
this point I shall be more large in my next Letter. 

After our foure Ships had bin in harbour a few dayes, SOm( rhing' 
came in the Viceadmirall, having cut her maine Mast larrl, folll 

over boord, and had many of her men very sicke and rU1II?r! , Iarlly 

weake, but she could tell no newes of our '!overnour, and ~~~;:;;' :;;­
some three or foure dares after her, came III the Swallow, htrtltjroul. 
with her maine Mast overboord also, and had a shrewd 
leake, neither did she see our Admirall. 
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PURCHAS HIS PILGRn1ES 

Now did we all lament much the absence of our Gover­
!lour, for COlltentions began to grow, and factions, and 
partakings, &c. Insomuch as the President, to strengthen 
his authority, accorded with the Mariners, and gave not 
any due respect to many worthy Gentlemen, that came 
in our Ships: whereupon they generally (having also 'my 
consent) chose Master West, my Lord de la Wars brother, 
to be their Governour, or president de bene esse, in the 
absence of Sir Thomas Gates, or if he miscarried by Sea, 
then to continue till we heard newes from our Counsell 
in England. This choice of him they made not to dis­
turbe the old President during his time, but as his 
authority expired, then to take upon him the sole govern­
ment, with such assistants of the Captaines, as discreetest 
persons as the Colonie afforded. Perhaps you shall have 
it blazoned a mutenie by such as retaine old malice; but 
Master West, Master Percie, and all the respected Gentle­
men of worth in Virginia, can and will testifie otherwise 
upon their oathes. For the Kings Patent we ratified, but 
refused to be governed by the President that now is, after 
his time was expired, and onely subjected our selves to 
Master West, whom we labour to have next President. I 
cannot certifie you of much more as yet, untill we grow 
to some certaine stay in this OUf state, but by the other 
Ships you shall know more. So with my harty com­
mendations J cease. From James Towne this last of 
August 1609. 
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SIR THOMAS GATES 

Chap. VI. 

A true reportory of the wracke. and rt:demption 
of Sir Thomas Gates Knight; upon, and from 

. the Bands of the Bermudas: hi s comming to 
Virginia, and the estate of that Colonie then, 
and after, under the government of the Lord 
La Warre, July 15. 1610. written by William 
Strachy, Esquire. 

§. l. 

A most dreadful! Tempest (the manifold . deaths 
whereof are here to the life described) their 
wracke on Bermuda, and the descrip tion of 
those Ilands. 

~§~iiliiXcellb" Lady, know that upon Friday late 
in the evening, we brake ground out of 
the Sound of Plymouth, our whole Fleetc 
then consisting of seven good Ships, and 
two Pinnaces, all which from the said 
second of June, unto the twenty three 
of July, kept in friendly consort togdhcr, 

not a whole watch at any time loosing the sight each of 
other. Our course when we came about the height of 
bctweene 26. and 27. degrees, we declined to the North­
ward, and according to our Governours instructions altered 
the trade and ordinary way used heretofore by Dominico, 
and Mevis, in the \¥est Indies, and found the winde to 
th is course indeede as friendly, as in the judgement of all 
Sea-men, it is upon a more direct line, and by Sir George 
Summers our Admirall had bin likewise in former time 
sailed, being a Gentleman of approved assurednesse, and 
ready knowfedge in Sea-faring actions, having often carried 
command, and chiefe charge in many Ships Royall of her 
Majesties, and in sundry Voyages made many defeats and 

5 

_. 
-" 

A.D. 

1609. 

Sra-(Ollru 
tlllattl. 
(IV. ix. 

1735·) 

Sir G. 
$lImmtrs a 
gWil mtlriJur 
IIlId Iritd 
SOllldilr. 



A ftrribk 

txprtlud i" a 
pOf/uticoll r."J 
rtlori(ol/ 
Jrl(riptiCII . 

Frorr 0/ Jut" 
0/ &0 mort 
jlorrfill. 

PURCHAS HIS P ILGRIMES 

attempts in the time of the Spaniards quarrelling wi th 
us, upon the Hands and Indies, &c. We had followed thi s 
course so long, as now we were within seven or eight 
dayes at the most, by Cap. Newports reckoning of making 
Cape Henry upon the coast of Virginia: When Of) S. 
James his day, July 24. being Monday \preparing for no 
lesse all the blacke night before) the c oudes gathering 
thicke upon us, and the windes singing, and whistling 
most unusually, which made us to cast off our Pinnace 
towin~ the same untilJ then asterne, a dreadfull storme 
and hIdeous began to blow from out the Northweast, which 
swelling, and roaring as it were by fits, some houres with 
more violence thcll others, at length did beate all light 
from heaven; which like an hell of darkenesse turned 
blacke upon us, so much the more fulJer of horror, as in 
such cases horror and feare use to overrunne the troubled, 
and overmastered sences of all, which (taken up with 
amazement) the eares lay so sensible to the terrible cries, 
and murmurs of the windes, and distraction of our Comw 
pany, as who was most armed, and best prepared, was not 
a little shaken. For surely (Noble Lady) as death comes 
not so sodaine nor apparant, so he comes not so elvish 
and painful! (to mcn especially even then in health and 
perfect habitudes of body) as at Sea; who comes at no 
time so welcome, but our fraihy (so weake is the hold of 
hope in miserable demonstrations of danger) it makes 
guilty of many contrary changes, and conRicts: For 
indeede death is accompanied at no time, nor place with 
circumstances every way so uncapable of particularities of 
goocinesse and inward comforts, as at Sea. For it is most 
(rue, there ariseth commonly no such unmercifull tempest, 
compound of so many contrary and divers Nations, but 
that it worketh upon the whole frame of the body, and 
most loathsomely affecteth all the powers thereof: and 
the manner of the sicknesse it Jaies upon the body, being 
so unsufferable, gives not the minde any free and quiet 
time, to use her judgement and Empire : which made 
the Poet say : 

6 
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SIR THOMAS GATES 

Hostiurn uxores, puerique e:eeas 
Senti an t motus otientis H.edi, & 
~uorjs nigri (remitum, & trementes 

Vcrbere ripas. 
Fpc foure and twenty houres the storme in a restlesse 

tumult, had blowne SO exceedingly, as we could not appre­
hend in our imaginations any possibility of greater 
violence, yet did wee sti ll node it, not anely more terrible, 
but more constant, fury added to fury, and one storme 
urging a second more outragiou!' thon the former; whether 
it so wrought upon our (eares, or indeede met with new 
(orces: Sometimes strikes in our Ship amongl't women, 
2nd passengers, not used to such hurly and di~omfor(s, 
made us looke one upon the other with troubled hearts, 
and panting bosomes: our clamours dround In the windes, 
and the windes In thunder. Prayers might well be In the 
heart and lips, but drowned in the outcries of the Officers 
nothing heard that could g,ve comfort, nothing seene thai 
might Incourage hope. It is impol':sible for me, had I the 
voyce of Stentor, and expres!'ion of as many tongue~, a!> 
his throat e of voyces, to expresse the outcries and mlserte~, 
not langui shing, but wasting his spints, and art constant 
to his owne principles, but /lot prevailing. Our sailes 
wound up lay without their use, and if at any time wee 
bart: but a H ollod:.e, or halfe forecour~e, to f!Uide her 
bdore the Sea, ~I): 2nd !iOmelimes eight men "ere no! 

inough to hold the whil'staife \0 the Meeraj:!"e, a.nd the 
IIller below In the Gunner roome, hl which rna, be 
Imagined the strength 01 the torme' in whi..:h, the ~a 
swelled above Ihe Cloud!., and g-aH b:utell unto Benen . 
It could not be said to raine, the waters like "hole Ri,er:. 
did ftood ,n the ayre. And Ihn. J did ~till ob!>C.noe, that 
whereas upon the L::and, "hen a !otonne hath powred It 

sdk forth once in drifts of raine, the winde as beaten 
downe, and vanquisbed the~wJlh. not Ion after InJurt:lh. 
herc= the glut of water (as jf throading the wlnde ere while) 
W2S no sooner a little emptied a.nd qus..litied. but m~tant1r 
the windes (as having f!Otren their mouthes now &ee, a.nd , 
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ilf hbcrt)") 'p'itc "")t~ ~OO. ,U\d Il'fCW (MC'C tum""huous,. 
oI11d m.allgnanc Wh.at ,tWl [ Nyl \\ lnJa I'IiI.i ~ were 
" m.l<t, .n Nr! .u'" rage cou.lJ ,...xc them. trn. nunc fit 

poart, I h-l.1 bin 10 me <l,lorthes bct;'fC, as well uf"O'D lbe 
'Q,I'" of &rbClry Iloti Algcerc. Hl the Luanl, .rId once 
mon: dl~trc.",full In the. \JfI""lIquc gu.lk. In a bottome of 
C.1nJr. to at I m.r.y well y EJlO qutd 51t .let Ads. 
no." 'lnU', qUid lllbu", Pa;c.cl I"po. "tt all lholt J had 
c:ver ~ulf(.n:d ,,,,hued together. mi~.ht ntlt hQId (gm. 
~rtlOn \\' lin d'1I\. ehue.., not a rn<1l'ncnt lR .hKh the 

.aInC "riluInFt. r m"'''nt ovcr·tcttlng of (he L h,PfC wr.u 
nOI CJ;rc«lI:'d. 

Howhc:u thl' WiI' noe ."U i Ie plu"Cd God 10 hong 1& 

fln-.ah:t ,l.tHldlon )'CI upon U'I; fur In the: bc~lftnlag of the 
tturmc we had r«ewed hkewuc a trughcy lake .\nd 
the ... hlr In CHry Jllyne altTl05f. h.JVlftft t-r~d "ut ~t 
Ok",m, Ixforc \I.e "erc Ilwlte (Il t:a.u:ahy mure Jc"rcra1c 
thCl1 any other th.;a:t ~ Voyage by Su unn":!h .Ith -1) w •• 
~r\1wne: five foote: ,uddenly deer wub -r.l(er abaY(' ht=r 
b2.lb~t, "nJ we "Im.,)'u llru .... "!: • .-arhln." Iu~t we t 
lo"klng when (0 peruh from Ilbo~·C'. Th" Impart.in~ nd 
Ict.!IC Ictrour then .J~ngcr, r.annc (hruugh the .. tlok: hlp 
"tin nu,h:h rriJ;:ht ;a.nd amuc:menr. u,mlt:J and turned the 
bltJuJ, ,UlJ (poke do .... ne Ihc: bravcs of I~ fllQI.l hr..t\iT 
\brtll,,;r oi tncm .111. Intomuc,;h:a he Ih,u befOre Mppaly 
tell nDt the torruw or oth(f~ nu'oAO hern to .)fro" tOr 
hun,d(c, \loneR he ..... w ,u. .. h " rand uf "~Iet to \uJJenl,. 
btoken In, an.1 whl~h he: knn. ~ol.ll.1 not (wuhour ptt3eDt 
,1\ OIJing) hut lh'l~nrly lInkc hun. !'io.&'I ,.."nmg (unC'ly 
(Ilr hi. u" ne ~ltC', nnt reI w.,rlh the !laVlRg) In tM­
pu.bl1ttl.lc <,J,j'cty; there rllI~ht be.- 'Leenc 1\I"'~lcr, M",,~(er; 
M.lle, Sru,te ~InC, Q..ulrtcr M:t.\tct, Cooper" CMpC'nccrs. 
"nJ .hd nor, Wllh ('lnJcI. In Ihelr h ... nJ", (""ring alon 
Ihe nbs vit-wlng Ihc: 1(lc~. "-l;n.:hmg every \\lI'n(t, _ad 
h'lcn'nlt in every pl,w:, If they C\.IulJ hur!' 'he .. ·.ater 
runnc ~bnr a ~tcping Ie-olke w., chi. ,,;),~ ll>unJ. &tnl 
h.l,nly 'Ctlrt, lnJ at ICII~rh one In the Gunl\ft roomt 
m~Jc UJ'! .lIh I Itno .... nut h.)w mJony rn- C1 CI( Ike, 
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sm THOMAS GATES 

but all was to no purpose, the Leake (i f it were but one) 
which drunke in our greatest Seas, and woke in our 
destruction fastest, could not then be found, nor ever was, 
by any labour, counsell, or search. The waters still 
incr~asing) and the Pumpes going, which at length choaked 
with bringing up whole and con tinuaH Risket (and indeede 
all we had, eenne thousand weight) it was conceived, as 
most likely, that the Leake might be sprung in the Brcad­
roome, whereupon the Carpenter went downc, and ript up 
all the roome, but could not finde it so. 

I am not able to give unto your Ladiship every mans 
thought in this perplexity, to which we were now brought; 
but to mc, this Leakage appeared as a wound given to 
men that were before dead. T he L ord knoweth, I had 
as little hope, as desire of life in the star me, & in this, 
it went beyond my will; because beyond my reason, why 
we should labour to preserve life; yet we did, either 
because so deare are a few lingring houres of life in all 
mankinde, or that our Christian know ledges taught us, 
how much we owed to the rites of Nature, as bound, not 
to be false to our selves, or to neglect the meanes of our 
owne preservation; the most despairefull things amongst 
men, bei ng matters of no wonder nor moment with him, 
who is the rich Fountaine and admirable Essence of ;:111 
mercy. 

A.D. 

1609. 

Ltllke {IIIIIIOf 
bi foil lid, 
which (//Tinof 

f,IIf b( foUNd. 

Our Governour, upon the tuesday morning (at what 
time, by such who had bin below in the hold, the Leake 
was fi rst discovered) had caused the whole Company, about 
one hundred and forty, besides women, to be equally 
divided into three part s, and opening the Ship in three 
places (under the forecastle, in the waste, and hard by the 
Bitacke) appointed each man where to attend; and there· Tltdr Ichour 

unto every man came duely upon his watch, Tooke the for rift till'£( 

Bucket, or P umpe for one houre, and rested another. fiJIlYo lJ~d 
Th . h bib II t: QuumgltfJ . en men mIg t e seene to a our, I may we say, IOf 

life, and the better sort, even our Governour, and Admirall 
themselves, not refusing their turne, and to spell each the 
other, to give example to other. T he common sort 
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stripped naked, as men in Callies, the easier both to hold 
out, and to shrinke from under the salt water, which 
continually leapt in among them, kept their eyes waking, 
and their thoughts and hands working, with tyred bodies, 
and wasted spirits, three dayes and foure nights destitute 
of outward comfort, and desperate of any deliverance, 
testifying how mutually willing they werc, yet by labour 
to keepe each other from drowning, albeit each one 
drowned whilest he laboured. 

Once) so huge a Sea brake upon the paape and quarter, 
upon us, 3S it covered our Shippe from stearne to stemme, 
like a garment or a vast claude, it filled her brimme full 
for a while within, from the hatches up to the sparre decke. 
Th is source or confluence of water was so VIolent, as it 
rusht and carried the Helm~man from the Helme, and 
wrested the Whip~staffe out of his hand, which so flew 
from side to side, that when he would have ceased the 
same againe, it so tossed him from Star-board to Lar~ 
boord, as it was Gods mercy it had not spli t him; It so 
beat him from his hold, and so bruised himl as a fresh man 
hazarding ill by chance fell faire with it) and by maine 
strcngth bearing somewhat up, made good his place, and 
with much clamour incoura@'ed and called upon others j 
who gave her now up, rent In pieces and absolutely lost. 
Our Governour was at this time below at the Capstone, 
both by his speech and authoritie heartening every man 
unto his labour. It strooke him from the place where hee 
sate, and groveled him, and all us about him on our faces) 
beating together with our brcaths all thouS-hts from our 
bosomes, else, then that wee were now sinking. For my 
part, I thought her alreadie in the hoc tome of the Sea; and 
I have heara him say, wading out of the floud thereof, aU 
his ambition was but to climbe up above hatches to dye 
in Aperto co::lo, and in the company of his old friends. 
It so stun'd the ship ill her full pace, that shee stirred no 
more, then jf shee had beene caught in a net, or tllen, u 
if thc f..bulous Remora had stucke to her fore~castle. Yet 
without bearing one inch of saile, even then shee was 
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SIR THOMAS GATES 

making her way nine or tcn leagues in a watch. One thing, 
it is not without his wonder (whether it were the (eare 
of death in so great a staeme, or that it pleased God to 
be gracious unto us) there was not a passenger, gentleman, 
or other, after hee beganne to stirre and labour, but was 
able to relieve hi s fellow, and make good his course: And 
it is most truc, such as in all their life times had never 
done houres wacke before (their mindes now helping their 
bodies) were able twice {artie eight houres together to 
toile with the best. 

During all th is t ime, the heavens iook'd so blacke upon 
us, that it was nOt possible the elevation of the P ole might 
be observed: nor a Starre by night, not Sunne bearne by 
day was to be scene. Ondy upon the thursday night Sir 
George Summers being upon the watch, had an apparition 
of a little round l i~h t , like a fa int Starre, trembling, and 
streaming :lIonS" WIth a spa rkeli ng blaze, halfe the heIght 
upon the Maille Mast, and shooting sometimes from 
Shroud to Shroud, tempting to settle as it were upon any 
of the foure Shrouds: and for three or foure houres 
together, or rather more, halfe the night it kept with US; 

runn ing sometimes along the Maine-,.ard to the very end, 
and then returning. At which, SI r George Summers 
called divers about him, and shewed them the same, who 
observed it with much wonder, 3nd carefulnesse: but upon 
a sodaine l towards the morning w3tch l they lost the sight 
of it, 3nd knew not what way it made. The superstitious 
Se:a-men make m3ny constructions of this Sea-fire, which 
neverthelesse is usual! JIl stormes: the same (it m3Y be) 
which the Gr:ccians were wont in the Mediterrane3n to 
caU Castor 3nd P ollux, of which, if olle onely appeared 
without the other, they tcoke it for an evill signe of great 
tempest. The Italians, and such, who lye open to the 
Adrl3tique and Tyrrene Sea, caU it (a sacred Body) Corpo 
5:lncto: the Spaniards caU it Saini Elmo. and have an 
!luthentique and miraculous Legend for it. Be it what it 
willI we laid other fouod:u ions of safety or ruine, then in 
the rising or falling of it, could it have served us now 
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miraculously to have taken our height by, it might have 
struck en amazement, and a reverence in our devotions, 
according to the due of a miracle. But it did not light 
us any whit the more to our knowne way, who ran now 
(as doe hoodwinked men) at all adventures, somc;times 
North, and North-east, then North and by West, and in 
an instant againe varying two or three points, and some­
times halfe the Compasse. East and by South we steered 
away as much as we could to beare upright, which was no 
small carefulnesse nor paine to doe, albeit we much 
unrigged our Ship, threw over-board much luggage, many 
a Trunke and Chest (in which I suffered no meane losse) 
and staved many a Butt of Beere, Hogsheads of Oyle, 
Syder, Wine, and Vinegar, and heaved away all our 
Ordnance on the Starboard side, and had now purposed to 
have cut downe the Maine Mast, the more to lighten her, 
fo r we were much spent, and our men so weary, as their 
strengths together failed them, with their hearts, having 
travailed now from Tuesday till Friday morning, day and 
night, without either sleepe or foode; fo r the leakeage 
taking up all the hold, wee could neither come by Beere 
nor fresh water; fire we could keepe none in the Cooke­
roo me to dresse any meate, and carefulnesse, griefe, and 
our turne at the Pumpe or Bucket, were sufficient to hold 
sleepe from our eyes. 

And surely Madam, it is most true, there was not any 
houre (a matter of admiration) all these dayes, in which we 
freed not twelve hundred Barricos of water, the least 
whereof contained six gallons, and some eight, besides 
three deepe Pumpes continually going, two beneath at the 
Capstone, and the other above in the ha1fe Decke, and at 
each Pumpe foure thousand stroakes at the least in a 
watch; so as I may well say, every foure houres, we 
quitted one hundred tunnes of water: and from tuesday 
noone till fr iday noone, we bailed and pumped two 
thousand tunne, and yet doe what we could, when our 
Ship held least in her, (after tuesday night second watch) 
shee bore ten foote deepe, at which stay our extreame 
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working kept her one eight glasses, forbearance whereof 
had instantly sunke us, and it being now Friday, the fourth 
morning. it wanted little, but that there had bin a generall 
determination, to have shut up hatches, and commending 
our sinfuU soules to God, committed the Shippe to the 
mercy of the Sea: surely, that night we must have done 
it, and that night had we then perished: but see the 
goodnesse and sweet introduction of better hope, by our 
mercifull God given unto us. Sir George Summers, 
when no man dreamed of such happinesse, had discovered, 
and cried Land. Indeede the morning now three 
quarters spent, had wonne a little cleerenesse from the 
dares before, and it being better surveyed, the very trees 
were ~ene to move with the winde upon the shoare side: 
whereupon our Governour commanded the Helme-man 
to beare up, the Boateswaine 90unding at the first, found 
it thirteene fathome, & when we stood a little in 5e;ven 
fatham; and presently heaving hi s lead the third time, 
had s-round at foure fathome, and by this, we had got her 
withlll a mile under the South-east point of the land, 
where we had somewhat smooth water. But having no 
hope to save her by comming to an anker in the same, we 
were inforced to runne her ashoare, as neere the land as 
we could, which brought us within three quarters of a 
mile of shoare, :tnd b)' the mercy of God unto us, making 
out our &ates, we n:td ere night brought all our men, 
women. and children, :tbout the number of one hundred 
and fi fty, safe into the Hand. 

We found it to be the dangerous and dreaded IIand, or 
rather Hands of the Bermuda: whereof let mee give your 
Ladyship a briefe description, before I proceed to my 
narration. And that the rather, because they be so terrible 
to all that ever touched on them, and such tempests, 
thunders, and other fearefull objecl:> are seene and heard 
about them. that they be called commonly, The Devil s 
Hands, and 3.re feared and avoyded of all sea travellers 
alive, above a.ny other place in the world. Yet it pleased 
our mercifulJ God, to make even this hideous and hated ., 
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place, both the place of our safetie, and meanes of our 
deliverance. 

And hereby also, I hope to deliver the world from a 
foule and generall errour: it being counted of most, that 
they can be 110 habitation for Men, but rather given over 
to Devils and wicked Spirits; whereas indeed wee find 
them now by experience, to bee as habitable and com­
modious as most Countries of the same climate and 
situation: insomuch as if the entrance into them were 
as easie as the place it selfe is contenting, it had long ere 
this beene inhabited, as well as other Ilands. Thus shall 
we make it appeare, That Truth is the daughter of Time, 
and that men ought not to deny every thing which is not 
subject to their owne sense. 

The Bermudas bee broken Ilands, five hundred of them 
in manner of an Archipelagus (at least if you may call 
them all Ilands that lie, how little soever into the Sea, 
and by themselves) of small compasse, some larger yet then 
other, as time and the Sea hath wonne from them, and 
eaten his passage through, and all now lying in the figure 
of a Croissant, within the circuit of sixe or seven leagues 
at the most, albeit at first it is said of them that they 
were thirteene or fourteene leagues; and more in longi­
tude as I have heard. For no greater distance is it from 
the Northwest Point to Gates his Bay, as by this Map 
your Ladyship may see, in which Sir George Summers, 
who coasted in his Boat about them all, tOOKe great care 
to expresse the same exactly and full, and made his draught 
perfect for aU good occasions, and the benefit of such, 
who either in distresse might be brought upon them, or 
make sa ile this way. 

It should seeme by the testimony of Gonzalus Ferdi­
nand us Oviedus, in his Booke intituled, The Summary 
or Abridgement of his generall History of the West 
Indies, written to the Emperor Charles the Fift, that they 
have beene indeed of greater compasse (and I easily 
beleeve it) then they are now, who thus saith: In the 
yeere ISIS. when I came first to informe your Majesty 
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SIR THOMAS GATES 

of the state of the things in India, and was the yeere 
following in Flanders, in the time of your most fortunate 
successe in these your kingdomes of Aragony and C2steel, 
whereas at that voyage I sayled above the Ila nd Bermudas, 
othet;,w ise called Garza, being the farthest of all the Ilands 
that are yet found at this day in the world, and arriving 
there at the depth of eight yards - of water, and distant 
from the Land as farre as the shot of a P eece of Ordnance, 
1 determined to send some of the ship to Land, as well 
to make search of such things as were there, as also to 
leave in the Iland certaine H ogges fo r increase, but the 
time not serving my purpose, by reason of contrary winde 
I could bring my Ships no oeerer: the Hand being twelve 
leagues in rengeh, and sixteene in breadth, and about 
thirlie in circuit, lying in the thirrie three degrees of the 
North side. Thus farre hee. 

True it is, the maine Iland, or greatest of them now, 
may bee some sixteene miles in length East North-east, 
and West Souch-west the longese part of it, standing in 
thirtie two degrees and twentie minutes, in which is a 
great Bay on the North side, in the North-west end, and 
many broken Ilands in that Sound or Bay, and a little 
round Iland at the South-west end. As occasions were 
offered, so we gave titles and names to certaine places. 

T hese IIands are often afflicted and rent with tempests, 
great strokes of thunder, lightning and mine in the 
ex treamity of violence: which (and it may well bee) hath 
so sundred and torne downe the Rockes, and whurried 
whole quarters of llands into the maine Sea (some sixe. 
some seven leagues, and is like in time to swallow them 
all) so as even in that distance from the shoare there is no 
small danger of them and with them, of the stormes 
continually raging from them, which once in the full and 
change commonly of every Moone (Winter or Summer) 
keepe their unchangeable round, and rather thunder then 
blow from every corner about them, sometimes fortie 
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eight houres together: especi:aJly if the circle, which the 
Philosophers c::alJ Halo were (in our being there) seene 
about the Moone at any season, which bow indeed 
appeared there often, and would bee of a mightie com­
passe and breadth. I have not observed it any where one 
quarter so great, especially about the twentieth of March, 
r saw the greatest when followed upon the eves eve of 
the Annuntiation of our Ladie, the mightiest blast of 
lightning, and most terrible rap of thunder that ever 
aSlonied mortaJi men, I thinke. In August, September, 
and untill the end of October, wee had very hot and 
pleasant weather onely (as I say) thunder, lightning, and 
many scattering showers of Raine (which would passe 
swiftly over, and yet fall with such torce and darknesse 
for the time as if it would never bee deere ag>!ine) wee 
w:mted not any; and of raine more in Summer then in 
\vintcr, and in the beginning of December wee had great 
store of hayle (the sharpe wmdes blowing Northerly) but 
it continued not, and to say truth, it is wintry or summer 
weather there, according as those North and North·west 
windes blow. Much taste of this kind of Winter wee 
had; for those cold windes would suddenly alter the ayre : 
but when there was no breath of wind to bring the moyst 
ayre out of the Seas, from the North and North.west, 
wee were rather we3ry of the heate, then pinched with 
extreamitie of cold: Yet the three V-linter moneths, 
December, J:tnu:try, :tnd February, the winds kept in those 
cold corners, and indeed then it wns heavy and melancholy 
being there, nor were the winds more rough in March, 
then in the foresaid moneths, and yet even then would 
the Birds breed. I thinke they bredde there, most 
monethes in the yeere, in September. and at Christ masse I 
saw young Birds, and in Februarie. at which time the 
mornings arc there (as ill Mny in England) fresh and 
sharpe. 

Well may the Spaniards, and these Biscani Pilots, with 
all their Trndcrs illto the Indies, passe by these Ihnds lS 

afraid (either bound out or homewards) of their very 
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Meridian, and leave the fishing for the Pearle (which some 
say, and I beieeve well is as good there, as in any of their 
other Indian Ilands, and whereof we had some trial1) to 
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such as will adventure (or them. The Seas about them [IV. iI. 
are SQ ful of breaches, as with those dangers, they may wei 1739·] 
be said to be the strongest situate in the world. 1 have 
often heard Sir George Summers, and Captaine New-
port say, how they have not beene by any chance or 
discovery upon their like. It is impossible without g reat 
and perfect knowledge, and search first made of them to 
bring in a hable Boat, so much as of ten Tun without 
appard"t ruine, albeit within there are many faire harbours 
for the greatest English Ship: yea, the Argasies of Venice 
may ride there with water enough, and safe land-lockt. 
There is one onely side that admits so much as hope of 
safetie by many a le:l.gue, on which (as before described) 
it pleased God to bring us, wee had not come olle man l."vrrimr 
of us else a shoare, as the weather was: thcy have beenc ),otll 6r1frr 
ever therefore left desolate and not inhabited. IIIrud lill(r, 

til wII'fur Itt, 
The soile of the whole Iland is one and the same, the ""'~ftrfi~i/J, 

mould, dark, red, sandie, dry, and uncapable I beleeve of ~", f1(, 
any of our commodities or fTuits. Sir George Summer:; 'ltm "lIf 
in the beginning of August, squared OUI a Garden Jr.~11 r),tu 

. c filltlll/g ",ort 
by the quarter, the quarter being sct downe belOr\! tI"lI ,),m 
a goodly BlY, upon which our Governour did first mt,,)' '~;r 
leape ashoarl!", and therefore called 11 (as aforesaid) III", /lIlIt u 
Gates hi s Bay, which opened into Ihe East, and into Mgillg. J"(I 

A . ,)" ill"rlnilfJi, 
which the Sea did ebbe and ow, accorJlIlg to their t' .J1l""a 
tides, and sowed M uske Melons, Pease, Dnrons, )rdJ II 

Raddish, Lettice, and man)" Foglish ~ecds, and KJrchen tklizhhOlM 

H erbes. All wh ich in some ten daies did arrearc abo\·e figM,ll:ottP 
1 f 1I0/al/_ ground, bUI whether by the sma I Birds, a which there be (((I"i~(l1llhj 

many kindes, or by Flies ('''-'ormes I never saw any, nor S"": for 
:any venomous thing, :as Toade, or Snake, or any creeping ".""'' (II_Jf I 
beast hurtfull, onel), some Stiders, which as many affirme .4.rrt lief 

. f f Id b h 1 .. ",ultj t~(jt are slgnes 0 m-eat store a 0 : UI t e)' were ong 'nd 
b ' /,,1 

slender legge Spiders, and whelher venomous or no I .,ltfttrln 
know nOI; 1 beleeve nOl, since wee should still find them S/rtkrs. 
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amongst our linnen in our Chests, and drinking Cans j 
hut we never received \lny danger f.rom them: A kind of 
Mela ntha, or blacke Bcetell there was, which bruised, gave 
a snvour like many sweet and strong gums punned 
together) whether, I say, hindred by these, or by the con­
d ition or vice of the soyle they came to no proofe, nor 
thrived. It is like enough that the commodities of the 
other "Vesterne (hnds would prosper therc, as Vines, 
Lemmons, Oranges, and Sug:ar Canes: Our Governour 
made triall of the later, llnd buried some two or three in 
the Garden mould, which were reserved in the wnlcke 
:lma ngst many which wc.e carried to plant here in Vi rginin, 
and they beg-anllt to grow, but the Hogs brc:1king in, both 
rooted them lip and e:tte them: there is Dot through the 
whole Tlands, either Champion ground, Valleys, or fresh 
Rivers. They are full o f Shawes of goodJy Ced:a.r, rairer 
then ours here of Virginia: the Berries, wbereof our men 
seething, straining, and letting stand some three or foure 

C(l/ur·'r;nlt. daies, made a kind of pleasant drinke: these Berries are 
/fl1l t r;rD1I of the s:une bi~nesse, and collour of Corynlhes, full of 
Cr'Uf . , <lrt • h ·1 lI~t tAt {(Ullt litlle sto nes, an verie restrlngent or :lrd bUi dinS'. Peter 
1:i,,' ",itA Man in saith, That at A1exandria in Egypt there IS a kind 
f"~1f Ij of Cedar, which the J ewes dwelling there, llffirme to be: 
Liluftllt, l1lDJ the Cedars of Libanus, which beare old fruile Ilnd new all 
tilt hitlQrit if the reere, being a kinde of Apnle which last like Prunes: 
fArm in Qllr f 
form" "emf, bllt th en, neither those there In the Bermudas, nor ours 
pug. 1 500. here in Virg inia are of that happy kind. 
fjr . Likewise there grow great store of P 3.1me Trees, not 
~:'ft/ml. if the right I ndiall P3.Lmes, such 3.5 in Saint Jobn Port-Rico 
Pu~:;'/o~;~ ~ are called Cocos, and are there fulJ of small fruitcs like 
COlO, tAt Almonds (of the bignesse of the ~rnines in Pomgranlltes) 
Dalt-f'ul llf/, nor of th ose kind of Pnlmes whu:h beares Dntes. but a 
tilt Wj~t· kind of Simcrons or wild Pa lmes in growth, fas.hion, 
Pa!ml,.~ Icaves, nnd bmnches, resemblinrr those true Palmcs: tOt 
M alt, .."t. LT ' • L • I:' d 
bfliJtI tAm tJle ree IS hlgn, nnd srr:lIght, snppy an spon~ious, 
Rill PDI"Uf . IllIfirme for any use} no bronches but in the uppermost 

p:1rt thereof, and in the top g row leaves about the head 
of it (the most inmost p:m whereof they ('311 ~Imcto, 
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and It I' the heart and rith of the: tamc Trunkc. 0 white 
and Ihln , I..~ .1 will p«lc oft' IntO rlcatc!t:l mooth and 
dc.helte a whue .slUIn Into tWtnll( fold~, In which II m::m 
may wrHe:l$ III r3per) where thc), ~rread :lnJ fall t!O\\n­
w"'4 about the Tree lik ... an ovcrhlownc Rmc, or ~2tTrun 
flower not culy g:nhcrcd; SO bro:aJ arc the Ie;lH:",::I :an 
h~lan Umbtdlo, a m:an rna)' wdl defend hi!! whole bod) 
under one of them, from the gre:uest starme r.tine th:1I 
f.alk For thc)' bting <;Idfe :and ~mOoth, as if 0:.0 many 
fl:aJ!~es WCrt~ knit log-cther. the mine casily !>lidcth off 
We:e oftentimcs found ~rowing to the~ leaves, m:l.n)' Silk 
warmes invol\'ed therein, like those .. mall wormes which 
Acosta writeth of, which g rew in the leaves of the Tunali 
Tree, of wh ich being ari('J, the Indian" m;lke their 
Cochinile so precious and marchantable. With the~ 
le2ves we thatched our Cabbins, and roasting the Palmito 
or soft top thereof, thcy had a taste like Tried Melons, 
and being sod they eate like Cabbedges, but not w offen­
sively thankefull to the stom3.cke. M any an ancient 
Burger W:lS therefore heaved at, and fell not for his place, 
but for his head: for our common ~ople, whose bellies 
never had eares, made it no breach of Chari tie in their hot 
blouds and tall stomackes to murder thousands of them. 
They beare a kind of Berry, blacke and round, as bi!!ge a~ 
a Damson, which about December were ripe and luscious: 
being scalded (whilest they are g reene) they eate like 
Bullasts. These Trees shed their leaves in the W inter 
moneths, as withered or burnt with the cold blasts of the 
North winde, especially those that g row to the Seaward, 
2nd in March, there Burgen new in their roome fresh and 
tender. 

Other kindes of high and sweet smelling W oods there 
bee, and divers colours, blacke, yellow, and red , and one 
which beares a round blew Berry, much eaten by our 
owne people, of a stiptick qualitie and rough taste on the 
tongue like a Slow to stay or bindc the Fluxe, which the 
often eating of the lu sc ious Palme berry would brin g them 
into, for the nature of sweet things is to c1en ~e a~d dis-
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solve. A kinde of Pease of the bignesse and shape of a 
Katherine Peare, wee found growing upon the Rockes 
full of many sharpe subtill prickes (as a Thistle) which wee 
therefore called, The Prickle Peare, the outside greene, 
but being opened, of a deepe murrie, full of juyce like a 
Mulberry, and just of the same substance and taste, wee 
both cate them raw and baked. 

Sure it is, that there are no Rivers nor running Springs 
of fresh water to bee found upon any of them: when wee 
came first wee di&ged and found certaine gushings and 
soft bublings, which being either in bottoms, or on the 
side of hanging ground, were onely fed with raine water, 
which neverthelesse soone sinketh into the earth and 
vallisheth away, or emptieth it selfe out of sight into the 
Se:l., without any channell above or upon the superficies of 
the earth: for according as their raines fell, we had our 
\Vels and Pits (which we digged) either halfe full, or 
absolute exhausted and dry, howbeit some low bottoms 
(which the continuall descent from the Hills filled full, and 
in those flats could have no passage away) we found to 
continue as fishing Ponds, or standing Pooies, continually 
Summer :l.nd Winter full of fresh ..... --ater. 

The shoare and Blyes round about, when wee landed 
first afforded great store of fish, and that of divers kindes, 
and good, but it should seeme that our fiers, which wee 
maint:l.ined on the shoares side drave them from us, so as 
wee were in some want, un till wee had made a flat bottome 
Cundall of Cedar with which wee put off farther into 
the Sea, and then daily hooked great store of many kindes, 
as exceUent Angell-fish, Salmon Peale, Bonetas, Stingray, 
Cabally, Scnappers, Hogge-fish, Sharkes, Dogge-fish. 
Pilcherds, MulJets, and Rock-fish, of which bee divers 
kindes: and of these our Governour dryed and salted. 
and barrelling them up, brought to sea five hundred, for 
he had procured Salt to bee made with some Brine, which 
happily was preserved, and once having made a little 
quantity, he kept three or foure pots boyling, and two or 
three men attending nothing else in an house (some little 
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distance from his Illy) sct up on I'urpo~e for the ~nlC: 
workc:. 

Likewise In Furbushers buildin~ SlY wee had 3. br~c 
Scin, or Tr.t mell Nel, whic.h our Govcrnour C1u~d to he: 
n12de of the Deere Tories, which wee were to carr)' I n 
Virgini3., by dr:1wing the l\b.Sl$ more straight and narru\\ 
'" ith Roape Yarnc, and which reached from one ~iJe 01 the 
Dock to the other; With which ( I may boldly liar) ..... ee 
h:ave taken five thousand of small and grc:al fish :It on<: 
hale. As P ilchards, Breamcs, Mullets, Rocke·fish, b: c. 
and other k indes fo r which wee have no names. \\'cc 
have taken :tI!;() from under the broken R~)(kc!<o, Crc\ I:<!> 

often times greater then any of our best Ellgli~h Lobst(;r~; 
and likewise :abundance of Cnbbes, Oysters, and Wilke s. 
True it is, for Fish in everie Cove and Crecke wee found 
SnauJes, and Skulles in that abundance, as ( I thinke) no 

"'.0 . 
• "O? 

,< )O.j,1tn 
I.:lr" Ilr" ,,' 

lIand in the world may have g reater store or btHer Fi l-h. 
For they sucking of the vcr)' water, which descendeth CUll o/tkir 
from the high Hills mingled with juyce and n~:rdor of the frAJS'. mr. 
Palmes, Cedars, and other sweet Woods (which likewise 
make the Herbes, Roots, and Weeds sweet wh ich grow 
about the Bankes) become thereby both fat and whol some. 
As must those Fi sh needes bee grosse, slim)" and corrupt 
the bloud, which feed in Ftnnes, Marishes, O itchc .. , 
muddy Pooles, and neere unto places where much fihh 
is daily cast forth. Unsealed Fi shes, such as J unius callefh /I' • • • srll.(J 
Molles Pi sces, as Trenches, Eele, or Lampries, and such jisArs. 
feculent and dangerous Snakes wee never saw any, nor 
may any River bee invenomed with them (I pra)' God) 
where I come, I forbeare to speake what a sort of \V h:lles ff'klll, Il~J 
wee have seene hard aboard the shoare followed sometime S,~rJ-jiIA. 
by the Sword-fish and the Thresher, the sport whereof 
was not unpleasant. T he Sword-fish, with his sharpe 
and needle Finne, pricking him into the belly when hee 
would sinke and full into the Sea; and when hee startled 
upward from his wounds, the Thresher with his large Fins 
(like Flayles) beat ing him above water. T he examples 
whereof gives us (saith Oviedus) to understand, that in the 
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sclfe same perill and danger doe men live in this mortall 
life, wherein is no certaine security neither in high estate 
nor low. 

Fowle there is great store, small Birds, Sparrowes fat 
and plumpe like a Bunting, bigger then ours, Robbins of 
divers colours greene and yellow, ordinary and familiar in 
our Cabbins, and other of Jesse sort. White and gray 
Hernshawes, Bitters, Teale, Snites, C,owes, and Hawkes, 
of which in March wee found divers Ayres, Goshawkes 
and Tassells, Oxen-birds, Cormorants, Bald-Coates, 
Moore-Hennes, Owles, and Battes in great store. And 
upon Ncw-yecres day in the morning, our Governour 
being walked foorth with another Gentleman Master 

Jllild Sf"n",. James Swift, each of them with their Peeces killed a wild 
Swanne, in a great Sea-water Bay or Pond in our Iland. 

Wr6-fold A kinde of webbe-footed Fowle there is, of the bignesse 
::flJlt. " . .r of an English greene Plover, or Sea-Meawe, which all the 
,/uy(tlIlIfO; S d· h d k . h f (IJ IJ· IJ ummer wee saw not, an III tear est mg ts 0 

if t:"l(/~· ~{ November and December (for in the night they onely feed) 
ColJow. they would come forth, but not Aye farre from home, 

and hovering in the ayre, and over the Sea, made a strange 
hollow and harsh howling. Their colour is inclining to 
Russet, with white bellies, (as are likewise the long 
Feathers of their wings Russet and White) these gather 
themselves together and breed in those Ilands which are 
high, and so farre alone into the Sea, that the Wilde 

(Iv. iJ:. H ogges cannot swimme over them, and there in the 
'7+1.] ground they have their Burrowes, like Conyes in a 

Warren, and so brought in the loose Mould, though not 
so deepe: which Birds with a light bough in a darke night 
(as in our Lowbelling) wee caught. I have beene at the 
taking of three hundred in an houre. and wee might have 
laden our Boates. Our men found a prettie way to take 
them, which was by standing on the Rockes or Sands by 
the Sea side, and hollowing, laughing, and making the 
strangest out-cry that possibly they couJd: with the norse 
whereof the Birds would come flocking to that place, and 
settle upon the very armes and head of him that so cryed, 
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and still crcepe neerer and neerer, answering the noyse 
themselves: by which our men would weigh them with 
their hand, and which weighed heaviest they tooke for the 
best and let the others alone, and so our men would take 
twentie dozen in two houres of the chief est of them; 
and they were a good and well relished Fowle, fat and full 
as a Partridge. In January wee had great store of their 
Egges, which are as great as an Hennes Egge, ~l1d so 
fashioned and white shelled, and have no difference in 
yolke nor white from an H ennes Egge. There arc 
thousands of these Birds, and two or three llands full of 
their Burrowes, whether at any time (in two houres warn­
ing) wee could send our Cock-boat, and bring home as 
many as would serve the whole Company: which Birds 
for their blindnesse (for they see weakly in the day) and 
for their cry and whooting, wee called the Sea Owle: they 
will bite cruelly with their crooked Bills. 

A.D. 

160(). 

Wee had knowledge that there were wilde H ogges upon Wild Hoggrs 

the lland, at first by our owne Swine preserved from the now first 
wrack and brought to shoare: for they straying into the .fo~~d Oil/lind 

\\Toods, an huge wilde Boare followed downc to our ta rn. 

quarter, which at night was watched and taken in this 
sort. One of Sir George Summers men went and lay 
among the Swine, when the Boare being come and 
groveled by the Sowes, hee put over his 113!ld and rubbed 
the side gently of the Boare, which then lay still, by which 
meanes hee fast ned a rope with a slidin~ knot to the 
hinder legge and so tooke him, and after him ill this sort 
two or three more. But in the end (a little businesse over) 
our people would goe a hunting with our Shi-p Dogge, 
and sometimes bring home thirtie, sometimes fiftle Boares, 
Sowes, and Pigs in a weeke alive: for the Dog would 
fasten on them and hold, whiJest the Hunts-men made in : 
and there bee thousands of them in the Hands, and at that 
time of the yeere, in August, September, October, and 
November, they were welf fed with Berries that dropped 
from the Cedars and the Palmes, and in our quarter wee 
made styes for them, and gathering of these Berries served 
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them twice aday, by which meanes we kept them in good 
plight: and when there was any fret of weather (for upon 
every increase of wind the billow would be so great, as it 
was no putting out with our Gundall or Canow) that we 
could not fish nor take T ortoyscs, then wee killed our 
Hogs. But in February when the Palme Berries began 
to be scant or dry, and the Cedar Berries failed two 
moneths sooner; true it is the Hogs grew poore, and 
being taken so, wee could not raise them to be better, for 
besides those Berries, we had nothing wherewith to franke 
them: but even then the Tortoyses came in againe, of 
which wee daily both turned up great store, findmg them 
all Land, as also sculling after them in our Boate strooke 
them with an Iron goad, and sad, baked, and roasted them. 
The Tortoyse is reasonable toothsom (some say) whol­
some Oleate. I am sure our Company liked the meate 
of them verie well, and one Tortoyse would goe further 
amongst them, then three Hogs. One Turtle (for so we 
called them) feasted well a dozen Messes, appointing sixe 
to every Messe. It is such a kind of meat, as a man can 
neither absolutely call Fish nor Flesh, keeping most what 
in the water, and feeding upon Se:t-grasse like a Heifer, 
in the bottome of the Coves and Bayes, and laying their 
Egges (of which wee should finde five hundred at a time 
in the opening of a shee Turtle) in the Sand by the shoare 
side, and so covering them close leave them to the hatch­
ing of the Sunne, like the Manati at Saint Dominique, 
which made the Spanish Friars (at their first arrivall) make 
some scruple to eate them on a Friday, because in colour 
and taste the flesh is like to morsells of Veale. Concern­
ing the laying of their Egges, and hatching of their 
young, Peter Martyr writedi thus in his Decades of the 
Ocean: at such time as the heate of Nature moveth them 
to generation, they came forth of the Sea, and making a 
deepe pit in the sand, they lay three or foure hundred 
Egges therein: when they have thus emptied their bag 
of Conception, they put as much of the same againe into 
the Pit as may satisfie to cover the Egges, and so resort 

" 

, 



SIR THOMAS GATES 

againe unto the Sea, nothing carefull of their succession. 
Al the day appointed of Nature to the procreation of 
these creatures, there creepeth out a multitude of Tor­
toyses, as it were P ismyers out of an Ant-hill, and this 
only by the heate of the Sunne, without any helpe of their 
Parents: their Egges arc as big as Geese Egges, and 
themselves growne to perfection, bigger then great round 
Targets. 

§. 11. 
Actions and Occurrents whiles they continued in 

the Ilands: Ravens sent for Virginia; Divers 
mutinies; Paine executed: Two Pinnaces 
built. mlO soone as wee were a little setled after our landing, 

with all the conveniencie wee might, and as the 
place, and our many wants would give us leave, 

wee made up our long Beare (as your Ladyship hath 
heard) in fashion of a P innace, fitting her with a little 
Deck, made of the Hatches of our ruin'd ship, so close 
that no water could goe in her, gave her Sayles and Oares, 
and intreating with our Masters Mate Henry Ravens 
(who was supposed a sufficient Pilot) wee found him 
easily wonne to make over therewith, as a Barke of Avi so 
for Virginia, which being in the height of thirtie seven 
degrees, five degrees from the Iland which we were, might 
bee some one hundred and fortie leagues from us, or there~ 
abouts (reckoning to every degree that lies North-east, 
and \Vesterly twentie eight English Jea~ues) who the 
twentie eight of August being Munday, With sixe Saylers, 
and our Cape Merchant Thomas Whittingham departed 
from us out of Gates his Bay: but to our much wonder 
returned againe upon the \Vednesday night after, having 
attempted to have got cleere of the Iland, from the Nonh 
North-east to the South-west, but could not as little water 
as shee drew, (which might not bee above twentie inches) 
for shoales and breaches, so as he was faine to go out 
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from Summers Creeks, and the same way we came in on 
the South South-east of the Hands, and from thence wee 
made 10 Sea the Friday after the firSI of September, pro­
mislllg if hee lived and arrived safe there, to returne unto 
us Ihe next new Moone with the Pinnace belonging to 
the Colony Ihere: according unto which instructions were 
directed unto the new Leiftenant Governour, and Councell 
from our Governour here, for which the lIands were 
appointed carefully to be watched, and fiers prepared as 
Beacons to have directed and wafted him in, but two 
Moones were wasted upon the Promontory before men­
tioned, and g:Ive many a long and wished looke round 
about the H orizon, from the N"orth-east to the South-west, 
but in vaine, discovering nothing all the while, which way 
soever we turned our eye, but ayre and sea. 

You may please, excellent Lady, to know the reason 
which moved our Governour to dispatch this long Boat, 
was the care which hee tooke for the estate of the Colony 
in this his inforced absence: for by a long practised 
experience, foreseeing and fearing what innovation and 
tumult might happiry arise, amongst the younger and 
:..mbitious spirits of the new comp:..nies to arrive in 
Virginia, now comming with him along in this same Fleet, 
hee framed his leuers to the Colony, and by :.. particuJar 
Commission confi rmed Captaine P eter Win his Lieutenant 
Governour, with an Assistance of sixe Counsellours, writ­
ing \Vithall to divers and such Gentlemen of qualitie and 
knowledge of vertue, and to such lovers of goodnesse in 
this cause whom hee knew, intreating them by giving 
examples in themselves of duty and obedience, to assist 
likeWise the said Lieutenant Governour, against such as 
should attempt the innovating of the person (now named 
by him) or forme of governmellt, which in some Articles 
hee did likewise prescribe Ullto them: and had fitire hopes 
all should goe weU, if these his letters might :lrrive there, 
untill such time :IS either some Ship there (which hee 
f.'Lircly bcleeved) might bee moved presently to adventure 
for him: or that it should please the right honourable, 
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the Lordes, and the rest of his Majesties Councell in 
England, to addresse thither the right honourable the 
Lord Lawar (one of more eminencie and worthinesse) as 
the projec t was before his camming forth, whilest by their 
hon<;mrable favours, a charitable consideration in like 
manner might bee taken of our estates to redeeme us 
from hence. For which purpose likewise OUf Governour 
directed a particular letter to the Councell in England, 
and sent it to the foresaid Captaine Peter Winne (his 
now to bee chosen Lieutenant Governour) by him to bee 
dispatched (which is the first) from thence into England. 

In his absence Sir George Summers coasted the Ilands, 
and drew the former plat of them, and daily fished, and 
hunted for our whole company, untill the seven and 
twentieth of November, when then well perceiving that we 
were not likely to heare from Virginia, and conceiving 
how the Pinnace which Richard Frubbusher was a building 
would not be of burthen sufficient to transport all our men 
from thence into Virginia (especially considering the 
season of the yeare, wherein we were likely to put off) he 
consulted with our Governour, that if hee might have 
two Carpenters (for we had foure, such as they were) and 
twenty men, over with him into the maine lland, he would 
quickly frame up another little Barke, to second ours, for 
the better fitting and conveiance of our people. Our 
Governour, with many thankes (as the cause required) 
cherishing this so carefull and religious consideration in 
him (and whose experience likewise was somewhat in these 
affaires) granted him all things sutable to his desire, and 
to the furthering of the worke: who therefore had made 
ready for him all such tooles and instruments, as our owne 
use required not: and for him, were drawne forth twenty 
of the ablest and stoutest of the company, and the best of 
our men, to hew and square timber, when himselfe then, 
with daily paines and labour) wrought upon a small Vessell, 
which was soone ready as ours: at which wee leave him 
a while busied, and rerume to our selves. In the meane 
space did one Frubbusher, borne at Graves end, and at his 
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caroming forth /lOW dwelling at Lime H ouse (a painefull 
and well experienced Shipwright, and skilfull workman) 
labour the building of a little Pinnace: for the fu rtherance 
of which, the Governour dispensed with no travaile of 
his body, nor forbare any care or study of minde, per­
swading (as much and more, all ill qualified parceli of 
people, by his owne performance, then by authority, thereby 
to hold them at their worke, namely to fell, carry, and 
sawe Cedar, fit for the Carpenters purpose (for what was 
so meane, whereto he would not himselfe set his hand, 
being therefore up earely and downe late?) yet neverthe­
lesse were they hardly drawne to it, as the Tortoise to the 
inchantment, as the Proverbe is, but his owne presence 
and hand being set to every meane labour, and imployed 
so readily to every office, made our people at length more 
diligent, and willing to be called thereunto, where, they 
should see him betore they came. In which, we may 
observe how much example prevailes above precepts, and 
how readier men are to be led by eyes, theu cares. 

And sure it was happy for us, who had now runne this 
fortune, and were f..lIen into the bottome of this misery, 
that we both had Ollr Governour with us, and one so 
solicitous and carefu ll, whose both example (as I said) 
and authority, could lay shame, and command upon our 
people: else, I am perswaded, we had most of us finished 
our dayes there, so willing were the major part of the 
common sort (especially when they found such a plenty of 
victuals) to settle a foundation of ever inhabiting there; 
as well appeared by many practises of theirs (and perhaps 
of some of the better sort) Loe, what are our affections 
and passions, if not rightly squared? how irreligious, and 
irregl.lbr they expresse us? not perhaps so ilJ as we would 
be, but yet as wee are; some dangerous and secret dis­
contents nourished amongst us, had like to have bin the 
parents of bloudy issues and mischiefes; they began first 
in the Sea-men, who in time had fastened unto them (by 
false baits) many of our land-men likewise, and some of 
whom (for opinion of their Religion) was carried an extra-
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ordinary and good respect. The Angles ",hetC'wlt" 
chic=fely they thus hooked in these disquieted Pooles, were , 
how th20t In VIrginia, nothing but wretch(:dnes~e and labour 
must be: expected, with many wants, and Ok churli~h 
inttC'3t)', there bClI1g' neither th!1t Fi sh, 1;1(':;11, nor Fowle. 
which here (without Wolsting on the olle part, or w:ltching 
on theirs, or an)' thr(,:ltning, and :trc of authority) at C':l<;C, 

and pleasure might be injoyed: and si nce both in the 
om~, and the other place, they were (for the time) to loose 
the fruition both of their friends and Countrey, :1$ good, 
:1nd better were it for them, to repo~ and seate them where 
they should h:lve the least outward W:lllt S the while. Th is, 
thus preached, and published cach [0 other, though b)' 
such who never had bin more onward towards Virginia, 
then (before this Voyage) a $culler could happily rowe 
him (and what hath a more adamanti\'e powcr to dr:l.w 
unto it the consent and attr:l.ction of the idle, untowarJ, 
and wretched number of the man)" then liberty, and 
fulnesse of sensuality?) begat such a murmur, and such 
a discontent, and disunion of hearts and hands from this 
labour, and forwarding the meanes of redeeming us from 
hence, as each one wrought with his Mate how to divorse 
him from the same. 

And fir st (and it was the first of September) a con- Cc"'pirruy. 
spiracy was discovered, of which six were found principals, 
who had promised each unto the other, not to set their 
hands to any travaile or endeavour which might expedite 
or forward this Pinnace: and each of these had severally 
(according to appointment) sought his opportunity to draw 
the Smitn, and one of our Carpenters, Nicholas Bermit, 
who made much profession of Scripture, a mutinous and 
dissembling Imposter ; the Captaine, and one of the chiefe 
perswaders of others, who afterwlrds brlke from the 
society of the Colony, and like outlawes retired into the 
\Voods, to make a settlement lnd habitation there, 011 

their party, with whom they purposed to leave our 
Qyarter, lnd possesse another Hand by themselves: but 
this happily found out, they were condemned to the same 
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punishment which they would have chosen (but without 
Smith or Carpenter) and to an lIand far re by it selfe, they 
were C:lrried, and there left. Their names were John 
Want, the chiefe of them, an Essex man of Newport by 
Sa/f ronwalden, both seditious, and a sectary in poin.ts of 
Religion, in his owne prayers much devout and frequent, 
but hardly drawne to the publique, insomuch as being 
suspected by our Minister for a Brownist, he was often 
compelled to the common Liturgic and forme of Prayer. 
The rest of the confederates were Christopher Carter, 
Francis Pearepoint, William Brian, William Martin, 
Richard Knowles: but soone they missed comfort (who 
were F.trre removed from our store) besides, the society 
of their acquaintance had wrought in some of them, if not 
a loath~menesse of their offence, yet a sorrow that their 
complement was not more full, and therefore a wearinesse 
of their being thus untimely prescribed; insomuch,:ls 
many humble petitions were sent unto our Governor, 
fraught full of their seeming sorrow and repentance, and 
earnest vowes to redeeme the former trespasse, with 
example of dueties in them all, to the common ClUse, :lnd 
generall businesse; upon which oui' Governour (nol easie 
to admit any accllS3tion, and hard to remit an offence, but 
at all times sorry in the punishment of him, in whom may 
appearc either shame or contrition) was easily content to 
reacknowledge them :lgaine. 

Yet could not this be any warning to others, who more 
subtilly began [0 shake the foundation of our quiet safety, 
and therein did one Stephen Hopkins commence the first 
:lct or overture: A fcllow who had much knowledge in the 
Scripture~, :lnd could reason well therein, whom our 
Minister therefore chose to be his Cbrke, to reade the 
P salmes, and Chapters upon Sonda),es, :It the assembly 
of the CongregatIon under him: who in January the 
twenty foure, brnke with one Samuel Sharpe and Humfrey 
Reede (who presently discovered it to the Governour) and 
:Jlleaged substnntiall arguments, both civiU and divine (the 
Scripture f.1lsly quoted) that it was no breach of honest)' • 
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conscience, nor Religion, to decLne from the obedience of 
the Ga,'unour, or refuse to goe any further, led by his 
authority (except it so plc.:lsed themselves) since the 
authority cCllscd when the wracke was commiued, and with 
it, t.hey were all then freed from the go\'c:rnment of any 
man; and for 3. matter of Conscience, it W;lS not unknownc:: 
to the meanest, how much we were therein bound each 
one to pro"jde for himselfe, and his owne family: for 
which were two appar:mt re3sons to stay them even in 
this place; first, abundance by Gods providence of all 
manner of good foode: next, some hope in reasonable 
time, when they might grow weary of the place, to build a 
smalJ B:1rkc, with the skill and helpe of the aforesaid 
Nicholas Bennit, whom they insinuated to them, albeit hee 
was now absent from his quarter, and working in the 
maine:: Hand with Sir George Summers upon his Pinnace, 
to be of the conspiracy, that so might get cleere from hence 
at their owne pleasures: when in Virginia, the first would 
be assuredly wanting, and they mjght well feare to be 
detained in that Countrie by the authority of the Com­
mander thereof, and their whole life to serve the turnes of 
the:: Adventurers, with their travailes and bbours. Th is 
being thus laid, and by such a one, who had gotten an 
opinIOn (as I before remembred) of Religion; when it 
was declared by those two accusers, not knowing what 
further ground it had or complices, it pleased the 
Governour to let this his factious offence to have a 
publique affront, and contestation by these two witnesses 
before the whole Company, who (at the toling of a Bell) 
assemble be::fore a Corps du guard, where the Prisoner 
was brought forth in manacles, and both accused, and 
suffered to make at large, to every particubr, his answere; 
which was onely fulf of sorrow and teares, pleading 
simplicity, and denial!. But hee being onely found, at 
this time, both the Captaine, and the follower of thi s 
M utinie, and generally held worthy to satisfie the punish­
men t of his offence, with the sacrifice of his life, our 
Governour passed the sente::nce of a Martiall Court upon 
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him, such as belongs to Mutinie and Rebellion. But so 
penitent hee was, and made so much moane, alleadging 
the ruine of his Wife and Children in this his trespasse, 
as it wrought in the hearts of all the better sort of the 
Company, who therefore with humble intreaties, and 
earnest supplications, went unto our Governor, whom they 
besought (as likewise did Captaine Newport, and my selfe) 
and never left him untill we had got his pardon. 

Tn these dangers and divellish disquiets (whilest the 
almighty God wrought for us, and sent us miraculously 
delivered from the calamities of the Sea, all blessings upon 
the shoarc, to content and binde us to gratefulnesse) thus 
inraged amongst our selves, to the destruction each of 
other, into what a mischiefe and misery had wee bin given 
up, had wee not had a Governour with hjs authority, to 
have suppressed the same? Yet was there a worse 

Third practise, taction, and conjuration a foote, deadly and 
/lllIlhl). bloudy, in which the life of our Governour, with many 

others were threat ned, and could not but miscarry in his 
fall. But such is ever the will of God (who in the execu­
tion of his judgements, breaketh the firebrands upon the 
head of him, who first kindleth them) there were, who 
conceived that our Governour indcede neither durst, nor 
had authority to put in execution, or passe the act of 
Justice upon anyone, how treacherous or impious so ever; 
their owne opinions so much deceiving them for the 
unlawfulnesse of any act, which they would execute: 
daring to justifie among themselves, that if they should 
be apprehended, before the performance, they should 
happily suffer as Martyrs. They persevered therefore not 
onely to draw unto them such a number, and associates as 
they could worke in to the abandoning of our Governour, 
and to the inhabiting of this I1and. They had now pur­
posed to have made a surprise of the Store-house, and to 
have forced from thence, what was therein either of Meale, 
Cloath, Cables,Armes, Sailes, Dares or what else it pleased 
God that we had recovered from the wracke, and was to 
serve our general! necessity and use, either for the reliefe 

3' 



Sill '1' IIOMAS GATES 

of U$, whllc= wee sr:ucd here. or for the carryIng of us from 
this pbct: 3.~IIH!, when our Pinnace: shoufd have bin 
furnl~hed. 

Blit 3~ all gidd~' :lnd lawlesse attempt", have :dwayes 
~mething of Imperfection, and that 3S well by the porf'C'rt)' 
of tnt: action, which holdeth of disobedience and rebellion 
(both full of (eare) 3S through the ignorance of the devisers 
thcmsel"c,,; so in this (besides those defects) there were 
~ome of the: association, who not strong inough fortified 
In their owne conceits, brake iTom the plot it sclfe. and 
(before the time was ripe for the execution thereof) dis­
covered the whole order, and evcry Agent, and Actor 
thereof, who nC\'erthelessc were nOt suddenly appre­
hended, by rC:ISDn the confederates were divided and 
seperated in place, some with us, and the chiere with Sir 
George Summers in his IJand (and indeede all his whole 
company) but good watch passed upon them, every man 
from thencefortb commanded to weare his weapon, without 
which before, we freely walked from quarter to quarter, 
and conversed among our selves, and every man advised 
to stand upon his guard, his owne life nOt being in safety, 
whilest his next neighbour was not to be trusted. The 
Centinels, and nightwarders doubled, the passages of both 
the quarters were carefully observed, by which me:lIles 
nothing was further attempted; untill a Gentleman 
amongst them, one Henr}' Paine, the thirteenth of March, 
full of rruschiefe, and every houre preparing something or 
other, stealing Swords, Adises, Axes, H atchets, Sawes, 
Augers, Planes, Mallets, &c. to make good his Ow ne bad 
end, his watch night comming about, and being calJed by 
the Captaine of the same, to be upon the guard, did not 
onely give his said Commander evill language, but 
strucke at him, doubled his blowes, and when hee 
was nOt suffered to close with him, went off the 
Guard, scoffing at the double diligence and atlend­
ance of the Watch, appointed by t·he Governour for 
much purpose, as hee said: upon which, the \¥atch 
telling him, jf the Governour shou ld understand of this 
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his insolency, it might turne him to much blame, and 
happily be as much as his life were worth. The said 
Paine replyed with a setled and bitter violence, and in such 
unreverent tearmes, as I should offend the modest care 
too much to expresse it in his owne phrase; but the 
contents were, how that the Governour had no authdritie 
of that qualitie, to justifie upon anyone (how meane 
soever in the Colonie) an action of that nature, and there­
fore let the Governour (said hee) kisse, &c. Which words, 
being with the omitted additions, brought the next day 
unto every common and publique discourse, at length they 
were delivered over to the GovernoUT, who examining 
well the fact (the transgression so much the more 
exemplary and odious, as being in a dangerous time, in 
a Confederate, and the successe of the same wishdy 
listened after, with a doubtfull conceit, what might be the 
issue of so notorious a boldnesse and impudency) calling 
the said Paine before him, and the whole Company, where 
(being soone convinced both by the witnesse, of the 
Commander, and many which were upon the watch with 
him) our Governour, who had now the eyes of the whole 
Colony fixed upon him, condemned him to be instantly 
hanged; and the ladder being ready, after he had made 
many confessions, hee earnestly desired, being a Gentle­
man, that hee might be shot to death, and towards the 

Hh f XWilioff. evening he had his desire, the Sunne and his life setting 
together. 

But for the other which were with Sir George, upon the 
Sunday following (the Barke beeing now in good forward­
nesse) and readie to lanch in short time, from that place 
(as we supposed) to meet ours at a pond of fresh water, 
where they were both to bee mored, untill such time as 
being fully tackled, the wind should serve faire, (for our 
putting to Sea together) being the eighteenth of March, 
hearing of Paynes death, and fearing hee had appeached 
them, and discovered the attempt (who poore Gentleman 
therein, in so bad a cause, was too secret and constant to 
his owne faith ingaged unto them, and as little needed, 
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as urged thereunto, though IOmcwhar WU: \'olunurily 
ddi\'e.rcd by !lim) b)' 1 mutuall COOKI'll fonookc: theli 

labour, 2nd Sir George ~ummcn, and like OUI-Iaw,", 
belooke them to the wild \'"00(1$: whether meere: r.a.gc, 
Ilnd ~reedil1e!'Se after some 1m Ie Parlc: (l~ It "''"1, thouJ:'lu) 
whe::Cwilh they conceived thcy should for ever mnch 
themsei\'c!i, and saw how to obUlne the tame cuih In 

this place, or whether, the des1n: for ever to mhabllc htcre, 
or what other secret che mo\'ed them thercunlo, true It "., 

they ~nt :ul aud2cious lind formall PellOCln fa our 
Governour, subscribed wttll all their Il;amc, and Scales.; 
not only intre2tmg him, Ih:at thc)' might ~U)' kcerc, but 
(wuh !!"re:u 2.tt) lmporcuned him, th:at be woulJ performe 
other cCJnditions With them, llnd flOt W'1\'c, ncli c\4dc lrom 
some of his owl'le promises, as n2mcir 10 furlll~h e:ach of 
them Wllh two SUles of ,App3rcil. ;and cOlltrlbute M~c 
r.1te.ablr for one whole y.:ere. so much among them. :u 
the)' had weekly now, which WlS one pound :tnd :an h:tlre 
3. weeke «(or such h:ad beenc our proportion for nine 
monclhs). Our Governour :answered thi~ Ih .. lr Petition. 
writing to Sir Georgc ummen 10 this effect. 

Th:a! true it '"''3.5. at their first 3tTiv:l1J upon this Iland, 
when it was feared how our mdnd would not eucnd to 
the m3king of :I Vessell, Clpoble 3nd 13rgc clll)ugh. 10 
transport :Ill our Countrimen 3t once, indeed out of his 
Christi:ln consideration (mourning (or such his Coulllri­
men, who comming under his comm311d, he fore!<:lw thiH 
(or 3 while, he was like enough to leave here behmd. 
compelled by tyrannie of necessitie) his purpose \VIIS nOI 
yet to forsake them so, 35 given up like S:I.\"lges: but to 
leave them :J..\l things fitting 10 defend them from Wllnt 
and wretchednesse, as much at Jellsl as Jar in his power, to 
spare from the present use (and perhaps Ilccessitie of other~, 
whose fortunes should be 1,0 be transported with hi~) ("'r 
one whole yeere or more (If so long by llny r3sualtle, the 
ships which he would send unto thcm might be s[aied 
before their 3.rrivall, so man)' hazards accompanying che 
Sea) but wilh:dJ intreatcd Sir George [0 remember untO his 
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Company (if by any meanes he could learne where they 
were) how he had vowed unto him, that jf either his owne 
meanes, his authoritie in Virginia, or love with his friends 
in England, could dispatch for them sooner, how farre it 
was Gom him, to let them remayne abandoned, and 
neglected without their redemption so long: and then 
proceeded, requesting Sir George Summers againe, to 
signifie unto them, since now Our owne Pinnasse did arise 
to that burt hen, and that it would sufficiently transport 
them all, beside the necessitie of any other Barke: and yet, 
that since his Barke was now readie too, that those con­
sultations, howsoever charitable and most passionate in 
themselves, might determine, as taken away thereby, and 
therefore, that he should now bee pleased to advise them 
well, how unanswerable this grant or consent of his should 
be: first, to his Majestie for so many of his subjects, next 
to the Adventurers, and lastly, what an imputation 
and infamy it might be, to both their owne proper 
reputations, and honours, having each of them authoritie 
in their places, to compel! the ad versant and irregular 
multitude, at any time, to what should bee obedient 
and honest, which if they should not execute, the 
blame would not lye upon the people (at all times 
wavering and insolent) but upon themselves so weake 
and unworthy ill their command. And moreover in­
treated him by any secret practice to apprehend them, 
since that the obstin:ne, and precipitate many, were no 
more in such a condition and state to bee favoured, then 
the murmuring and mutinie of such Rebellious and 
turbulent Humorists, who had not conscience nor know­
ledge, to draw in the yoke of goodnesse, and in the busi­
nesse for which they were sent out of England: for which 
likewise, at the ex pence and charge of the Adventurers, 
they were to him committed, and that the meanest in the 
whole Fleet stood the Company in no lesse then twentie 
pounds, for his owne personalJ Transportation, and things 
necessary to accompany him. And therefore lovingly 
conjured Sir George, by the worthinesse of his (heretofore) 
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well mayntayned reputation, and by the powers of his 
owne judgement, and by the vertue of that ancient love 
and friendship, which had these many yeeres beene setled 
betweene them, to doe his best, to give this revolted Com. 
pany. (if he could send unto them) the consideration of 
these particulars, and so worke with them (if he might) 
that by faire meanes (the Mutinie reconciled) they would 
at length survey their awnc errours, which hee would bee 
as readie, upon their rendring and camming into pardon, 
as he did now pittie them; assuring them in generall 
and particular, that whatsoever they had sinisterly com­
mitted, or practised hitherto against the Lawes of dutic 
and honestie, should not in any sort be imputed against 
them. 

In which good Office Sir George Summers did so nobly 
worke) and neartily labour, as hee brought most of them 
in, and indeed aU, but Christopher Carter, and Robert Watm alld 
.. , h (b ) Id Carftr sta~d v\ aters, W 0 Y no meanes wou any more come 

0'" Imd art amongst Si r Georges men, hearing that Sir George had kft btl>illd. 
commanded his men indeed (since they would not be 
intreated by faire meanes) to surprize them (if they could) 
by any device or force. From which time they grew so 
cautelous and wary, for their owne ill, as at our comming 
away, wee were faine to leave them behind. T hat Waters 
was a Sayler, who at his first landing upon the nand (as 
after you shan heare) killed another fellow Sayler of his, 
the bodie of the murthered and Murrherer so dwelling, 
as prescribed now together. 

During our time of abode upon these Iiands, wee had 
daily every Sunday two SermOns preached by our Minister, Rtiigio", 
besides every Morning and Evening at the ringing of a (X(N;,tl 

Bell, wee rcpayred aU to publique Prayer, at what time ~,!flrmt hI 
the names of our whole Company were called by Bill, alltr I« t. 

and such as were wanting, were duly punished. 
The contents (for the most parr) of all our Preachers 

Sermons, were especially of Thankefulnesse and Unitie. 
&c 

It pleased God also to give us opportunitie, to performe 
37 
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Th aut MIJ all the other Offices, and Rites of oW' Christian Profession .. 
rifliU "" IIWt in this nand; as Marriage, for the sixe and twentieth of 
.'It-.r'''j:s·if November, we had one of Sir George Summers his men, 
;~m;a.~s his Cooke, named Thomas Powell, who married a Maid 
bJ tx~1t tJ Servant of one Mistris Horton, whose name wus 
S4trll_.IJ Elizabeth Persons: and upon Christmasse Eve. :as also 
~:::;~gl'~ once before, the first of October; our Mlnisterlrc:ached 
1$(. IN, a godJy Sermon, which being ended. be cclehnuc a Com-

munion, at the partaking whereof our Governour was, and 
tbe greatest pan of our Company: nnd the eleventh of 
February, wee had the childe of One J ohn Rose christened 

Bff""uI. n' 

a Daughter, to wbkb Captaine Newport and my selfe 
were \\'itnesses. and the aforesaid Mistris H orton and we 
named It Bermuda, as also the five and twentieth of March, 
the Wife of one Edward Ea~on, being delivered the weeke 
~fore of a Boy, had him then christened, to which 
Captalne Newport and my !elfe, and Ma~ter James Swift 
were Godfathers, and we named it Bermudas. 

LikeWIse, we buned five of our company, Jeffery 
Briars, Richard Lewis, William Hitchman, And my 
God-daughter Bermuda Rolfe. and one unrimdy Edward 
Samuel! a Sayler, being viUanou,l,. killed by the fore5aid 
Robert \OVaters, (a Sayler likewise) with a sflovell, who 
strake him therewith under the lift of the Eare. for 
which he was .apprehended, and appointed to be hanged 
the next day, (the fact Ixing done in the twilight) 
but being bound fast to a Tree all night, with many 
Ropes, and a Guard of live Dr six to attend him, hi, 
fellow &arlen (watching the advantage of the Centinels 
~leepjng) in despight and disdaine that Justice should bet 
shewed upon a Sayler, and that one of their crut should 
~ an example to others, not taking into consideration, the 
unmanlinessc of the murther, nor the horror of the sinne, 
they cut his bands, and conveyed him into the Woods, 
wbere mey fed him n.i~htl1, and closely, who afterward 
by the mediation of SIr George Summers, upon Imny 
conditions, h.:1d his tryall respited by our Governour. 

'Vee had brought our Pinnassc so forward by this time, 
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Deckes she was foure foot and an halfe, with a rising of 
halfe a foot more under her fore Castle, of purpose to 
scowre the Decke with small shot, if at any time wee 
should bee borded by the Enemie. Shee had a fall of 
eighteene inches aft, to make her sterage and her great 
Cabbin the more large; her sterage was five foote long, 
and sixe foote high, with a elose Gallerie right aft, with a 
window on each side, and two right aft. The most part 
of her timber was Cedar, which we found to be bad for 
shipping, for that it is wonderous fa lse inward, and besides 
it is so spault or brickle, that it will make no ~ood plankes, 
her Beames were all Oke of our ruine shIp. and some 
plankes in her Bow of Oke, and all the rest as is aforesaid. 
When shee began to swimme (upon her launching) our 
Governour called her The Deliverance, and shee mieht be 
some eighty tunnes of burt hen. ~ 

Before we quitted our old quarter, and dislodged to 
the fresh water with our Pinnasse, our Governour set 
up in Sir George Summers Garden a faire M uemosynon 
in figure of a Crosse, made of some of the timber 
of our ruined shippe, which was scrued III with strong 
and great trunnels to a mightie Cedar, which grew in 
the middest of the said Garden, and whose top and 
upper branches he caused to be. lopped, that the 
violence of the winde and weather might have the lesse 
power over her. 

In the middest of the Crosse, our Governour f:tstened 
the Picture of his Majestie in a piece of Silver of twelve 
pence, and on each side of the Crosse, hee set an 
Inscription graven in Copper, in the Latine and English 
to this purpose. 

In memory of our great deliverance, both from a 
mightie storme and kake: wee have set up this to the 
hOllour of God. It is the spoyle of an English ship 
(of three hundred tunne) called the Sea \'enture, bound 
with seven ships more (from which the storme divided 
us) to Virginia, or Nova Britania, in America. In it 
were two Knights, Sir T homas Gates Knight, Governou r 
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on the starboard side, over which the Bowye rid, and 
had it not beene a soft Rocke, by which meanes she bore 
it before her, and crushed it to pieces, God knowes we 
might have beene like enough, to have returned anew, 
and dwelt there, after tenne monethes of carefuJnesse 
and great labour a longer time: but God was more 
mercifull unto us. When shee strucke upon the Rocke, 
the Cock-swayne one Walsingham beeing in the Beate 
with a quicke spirit (when wee were aU amazed, and 
our hearts t:1iled) and so by Gods goodnesse wee led 
it out at three t:1dome, and three fadome and an halfe 
water. The wind served us easily all that day and the 
next, when (God be ever praysed for it) to the no 
little joy of us all, we got deere of the llands. After 
which holding a Southerly course, for seven dayes wee 
had the winde sometimes faire, and sometimes scarce 
and contrarie: in which time we lost Sir George Summers 
twice, albeit we still spared him our mayne top-sayle, 
and sometimes our fore course too. 

Signt of The seventeenth of May we saw change of water, 
Land. and had much Rubbish swimme by our ship side, 

whereby wee knew wee were not farr~ from Land. The 
eighteenth about midnight wee sounded, with the Dipsing 
Lead, and found thirtie seven fadome. The nineteenth 
in the morning we sounded, and had nineteene and an 
halfe fadome, stan ie, and sandie ground. The twentieth 
about midnight, we had a marvellous sweet smell from 
the shoare (as from the Coast of Spaine, short of the 
Straits) strong and pleasant, which did not a little glad 
us. In the morning by day breake (so soone as one 
might well see from the fore-top) one of the Saylers 
descryed Land about an houre after, I went up and 
might discover two Hummockcs to the Southward, from 
which (Northward all along) lay the Land, which wee 
were to Coast to Cape Henrie. About seven of the 
docke we cast fo rth an Anchor, because the tyde (by 
reason of the Freshet that set into the Bay) made a 
strong Ebbe there, and the winde was but easie, so as 
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n<'It htting aNc to ' Icmme I I'll T p.lc. We rurpoo<d In 
h e at an :\ nch. r unttll thc:- next Rood. hUI thc ~"nJ 
C(lrnmll'1g ~ uth·v.;n\ a loomc g.tlc ahout (\c"(". we ICI 
uric 21Z'2inc, and h;ll \'Ul(t ~t O\'('r Ihc Batrt", bore In Int 
the a~. 

T ht' :~ Ihe (;unou, ('he lpu(kc »1\, '" 'ch wee ~\'c 
u.lled (m honour at our ,oung Prlner- Car- I-t cnr·(, 
('Wet 2g;till~1 "hich \\llkin Ihc Ibr. heln ;u""h('r l ie-a,l­
land, which 'H'C c:tllcJ In honour 0 1 mr P rill I, Duke 
(II Yc>r"c C2~ Chulcs: .and. Ih",,' h ' on :2H and 
h) J· .... t, 2nd ~ ulh-\\ t and by W , t, i Ii C)' may 
~ di""lnl ('3och lrorn the (thC'r 111 hn., !Ih '>("\('1 lcagu~, 
l~tv.·C'enc which thc S('2 runnc~ In " .. broa.i .a" lX't'a('cnc 
Qll~n('t-.ulTQugh :mJ I.eC'. 1 ndec i It s a C'OOdly B~~ 
and ;1 tiirrr. n(ll a~'I" to I>c' f.lunJ. 

T he one and mtnucth. htt ng j\ 1 uru:h~' In Ihc 
morning, "cc arne ur wilhin twO mile" of POlnl 
Comfort, whe:n the C:apt2.ine or the j-ort d.ICI'1.1rgc·d l 

warnIng P«ce :at u .. , "he:rc:upon we a.me to .In \ne-hoT, 
2nd ~nt on our long i10Qt to the l'on, tn crrtlhe \\ hn 
we were ; by rC250n of the: \h02lelo which lye on Ihe 
Sou th-side:, this Fort C2~II)' comm2nJ. (he: mouth (.f 
the: Rive:r, 2lbeit II l!o 2 i'oroad.1' i'oclweene: Grecn" ch, 
2nd the: lie: of D ogge!>. 

True It i!o, .. uch "ho ulke\! wuh our men from the 
sho~, deli\'ered how :s3fely ,,\1 ou r shIp the b .. t 
yccre (excepting only the J\ .tminll. and the: lillie 
P innasse in which one: l\ lichatl Phle:s commande:J of 
some twent ie tu nne, which we: IO"cJ :a 5te:rne till thc 
storme blew) arri ved, :IIIJ how our people (wel l i ll C'rC:t~tI) 
had therefore buildcd this I'ort; on ly wee coulJ nvt 
learne any thing of our long Hoat, sent from thc 
Bermudas, but what wee gathered by the Indians them­
selves, especially from Powhatan , ..... ho \\ oul d tell our 
men of such a Boat la nded 1Il one of his I~ ivers . llnd 
would describe the people, and make much scoffi ng sport 
thereat : by which wee have gathered , that it is most 
lIkely, how it arrived upon our Coast, and not mce:llIlg 
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with our R,ver were taken at some time or other, at 
some advantage by the Savages. and so cut off. When 
our Skiffe came up againe, the good !lewes of our ships, 
and mens arrivall the last yeere, did not a little glad our 
Governour: who went soone ashoare, and assoone (contrary 
to all our faire hopes) had new unexpected, uncomfortable, 
and heavie newes of a worse condition of our people 
above at J ames Towne. 

Upon Point Comfort our men did the last yeerc (as 
you have heard) rayse a little Fortification, which since 
hath beene better perfected, and is likely to proove a 
strong Fort, and is no ..... kept by Captaine James Davies 
with forty men, and hath to name Aigernoone Fort, so 
called by Captaine George Percy, whom we found at 
our arrivall President of the Colony, and at this time 
like-wise in the Fort. \Vhen we got into the Point, 
which was the one and twentieth of May, being Munda), 
about Iloone; where riding before an Indian Towne 
called Kecoughton, a mightie storme of Thunder, 
Lightning, and Raine, gave us a shrewd -and feareiull 
welcome. 

From hence in twO dayes (only by the helpe of 
Tydes, no windt stirring) wee plyed it sadly up the 
River, and the three and twentieth of May we cast 
Anchor before James Towne, where we landed, and 
our much grieved Governour first visiting the Church 
caused the Bell to be rung, at which (aU such as were 
able to corne forth of their housc=s) repayrc=d to Church 
where our Minister Master Bucke made a zeaJous and 
sorrowfull Prayer, finding all things so contrary to 
our cxpc=ctations, so full of misery and misgovt:rnment. 
A fter Service our Governour caused mec to reade 
his Commission, and Captaine Percie (then President) 
deliverc=d lip unto him his Commission, the old Patent 
and the Counccl l Seale. Viewing the Fort, we found 
the Pallisadoes torne downe, the Ports open, the Gates 
from off the hingc=s, and emptie houses (which Owners 
death had taken from them) rent up and burnt, rathe r .. 
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then the dwellers would step into the "Voods a stones 
cast off from them, to fetch other fire-wood: and it 
is truc, the I ndian killed as fast without, jf our men 
stirred but beyond the bounds of theif Block-house, 
as Famine and Pest ilence did within; with many more 
particularities of their su fferances (brought upon them 
by their ownc disorders the last ycere) then 1 have 
hcart to expresse. In this desolation and misery our 
Governou r found the condi tion and state of the Colonie, 
and (which added more to his griefe) no hope how 
to amend it or save his ownc Company, and those yet 
remayning alive, from falling into the like necessities. 
For we had brought from the Berm udas no greater 
store of provision (fearing no such accidents possible 
to befal l the Colony here) then might well serve one 
hundred and fiftie for a Sea Voyage: and it was not 
possible, at this time of the yeere to amend it, by any 
helpe from the Indian. For besides that they (at their 
best) have little more, then from hand to mouth, it 
was now likewise but their Seed-time, and all their 
Corne scarce put into the ground : nor was there at 
the Fort, (as they whom we found related unto us) any 
meanes to take fish, neither sufficient Seine, nor other 
conven ient Net, and yet if there had, there was not 
one eye of Sturgeon yet come into the River. All 
which considered, it pleased our Governour to make 
a Speech unto the Company, giving them to understand, 
that what provision he had, they should equally share 
with him, and if he should find it not possible, and 
easie to supply them with some thing from the Countrey, 
by the endevours of his able men, hee would make 
readie, and transport them all into their Native Countrey 
(accommodating them the best that he cou ld) at which 
there was a generall acclamation, and shoute of joy on 
both sides, for even ou r owne men began to be dis­
heartened and faint, when they saw this misery amongst 
the others, and no lesse threatned unto them selves. In 
the meane while, our Governour published certaine 
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Orders and Instructions, which hee enjoyned them 
strictly to observe, the time that hee should stay amongst 
them, which being written out faire, were set up upon 
a post in the Church for everyone to take notice of. 

If I should be examined from whence, and by what 
occasion, all these disasters, and afflictions descended 
upon our people, I can only referre you (honoured 
Ladic) to the Booke, which the Adventurers have sent 
hither intituled, Advertisements unto the Colony in 
Virginia: wherein the ground and causes are favourably 
abridged, from whence these miserable effects have beene 
produced, not excusing likewise the forme of govern­
ment of some errour, which was not powerfull enough 
among so headie a multitude, especially, as those who 
arrived here in thl! supply sent the last yeere with us: 
with whom the better authoritie and government now 
changed into an absolute command, came along, and 
had beene as happily established, had it pleased God, 
that we with them had reached our wished H arbour. 

Unto such calamity can sloath , riot, and vanity, bring 
the most setled and plentifull estate. Indeede (right 
noble Lady) no story can remember unto us, more 
woes and anguishes, then these people, thus governed, 
have both suffered and puld upon their owne heads. 
And yet true it is, some of them, whose voyces and 
command might not be heard, may easily be absolved 
from the guilt hereof, as standing untouched, and upright 
in their innocencies; whilest the privie factionaries shall 
never find time nor darknesse, to wipe away or cover 
their ignoble and irreligious practises, who, it may be, 
Jay all the discredits, and imputations the while upon 
the Countrie. But under pardon, let me speake freely 
to them: let them remember that if riot and sloth 
should both meet in anyone of their best Families, 
in a Countrey most stored with abundance and plentie 
in England, continuall wasting, no Husbandry, the 
old store still spent all, no order for new provisions, 
what better could befall unto the Inhabitants, Land-
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lords, and Tenants of that corner, then necessarily 
foDowing cleannesse of teeth, famine and death? Is 
it not the sentence and doome of the Wiseman? Yet PfflJ. 6. 
a little sleepe, a little slumber, and a little folding of 
the hands to sleepe: so thy poverty commeth, as one 
that 'travelleth by the way, and thy necessitie like an 
armed man. And with this Jdlenesse, when some thing 
was in store, all wastfull courses exerci sed to the heigth, 
and the headlesse multitude, (some neither of qualitie 
nor Religion) not imployed to the end for which they 
were sen t hither, no not compelled (since in themselves 
unwil1ing) to sowe Corne for theif owne bellies, nor 
to put a Reate. Herbe, &c. for theif owne particular 
good in theif Gardens or elsewhere: I say in this neglect 
and sensual! Surfet, aU things suffered to runne Oil, 

to lie sicke and languish; must it be expected, that 
health, plentie, and all the goodnesse of a well ordered 
State, of necessitie for all this to flow in this Countrey? 
You have a right and noble heart (worthy Lady) bee 
judge of the truth herein. Then suffer it not bee 
conduded unto you, nor beleeve , I beseech you, that 
the wants and wretchednesse wh ich they have indured, 
ascend out of the povertie and vilenesse of the Countrey, 
whether bee respected the Land or Rivers: the one, 
and the other, having not only promised, but powred 
enough in their veines, to convince them in such [IV. iI. 
calumnies, and to quit those common calamities, which J75°'} 
(as the shadow accompanies the body) the precedent 
neglects touched at, if trudy followed, and wrought 
upon. What England may boast of, having the faire 
hand of husbandry to manure and dresse it, God, and TIl( C~tJl/trtJ 
Nature have favourably bestowed upon this Country, cQmmtl/dtd. 

and as it hath given unto it, both by situation, height, 
and soyle, all those (past hopes) assurances which follow 
our well planted native Countrie, and others, lying 
under the same influence: if, as ours, the Countrey 
and soyle might be improved, and drawne forth: so 
hath it indowed it, as is most certaine, with many more, 
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which England fetcheth fa rre unto her from elsewhere. 
For fi rst wee have experience, and even ou r eyes witnesse 
(how yang so ever wee are to the Countrie) that no 
Countrey yeeldeth good lier Corne, nor more manifold 
increase: large Fields wee have, as pros~cts of the 
same, and not farre from our Pallisado. Besides, wee 
have thousands of goodly Vines in every hedge, and 
Boske running along the ground, which yeelde a 
plentifull Grape in their kinde. Let mee appeale then 
to knowledge, if these naturall Vines were planted, 
dressed. and ordered by skilfuli Vinearoones, whether 
wee might not make a perfec t Grape, and fruitefull 
Vintage in short time? And we have made triall of 
our owne English seedes, kitchen H earbs, and Rootes, 
and nnde them to prosper as speedily as in England. 

Oncly let me trucl)" acknowledge, they are not an 
hundred or two of deboist hands, dropt forth b)' reare 
after yeare, with penury, and leisure, ill provided for 
before the)" come, and worse to be governed when they 
are here, men of such distempered bodies. and infected 
mindes, whom no examples daily ~fore their eyes, 
either of goodnesse or punishment, can deterre from 
their habituall impieties, or terri fie from a shamefull 
death, that must be the Carpenters, and workemen 
in this so glorious a building. 

T hen let no rumour of the poverty of the Country 
(as if in the wombe thereof there lay not those elementall 
seedes, wh ich could produce as many faire births of 
plenty, and increase, and better hopes, then any land 
undcr the heaven, to which the Sunne is no !lcerer 
a neighbour) I say, let no imposture rumour, nor any 
fame of some one, or a few more changeable actions, 
interposing by the way, or at home, wave any mans 
falre purposes hitherward, or wrest them to a declining 
and falling off from the businesse. 

I will acknowledge, deere Lady, I have scene much 
propcnsnessc already towards the unity. and generall 
endeavours: how contentedly doe such as labour with 

" 



SIR THOMAS GATES 

us, goe fo rth, when men of ranke and quality, assist, 
and set on thei r labours? I have setnc it, and I protest 
it, I have heard the inferioor ~opleJ with alacrity of 
spirit professe, that they should never refuse to doe 
their.best in the practise of their sciences and knowledges, 
when such worthy, and Noble Gentlemen goe in and 
out before them, and not andy so, but as the occasion 
shall be offered, no lesse helpe them with their hand, 
then defend them with the Sword. And It is to be 
under;tood. that such as labour, are not yet so taxed , 
hut that eaSily the), per(orme the same, and ever by 
fcnne of the c10cke have done their Mornmgs wotke: 
;at what time, they have their allowances set out ready 
tor them, and unllll it be three of the clocke againc, 
the~' take their owne pleasure, and afterwards with the 
Sunne ~t, their dayes labour is finished. In all which 
(ourses, If the businesse be continued, J doubt nothing, 
with Gods (avour towards us, but to see it in time, a 
Countrie, :111 Haven, and a Staple, fitted for such a 
trade. as shall advance assureder increase, both to the 
Adventurer!!, and free Burgers thercof, then any Trade 
In Chrl~lendome, or then that (even in her e1reiy darcs, 
\\hen MIChael Cavacco the Greeke, did first discove:r 
It to our English Factor in Poland) which e:xtends it 
dfe now from Caire and Abila, to the botlome of 
~idon, 2nd so wide as .\leXl.ndrl2, and all the Ports 
2nd Hllvens ,"Orin and South, through the Arches to 
Cin, Smyrnll, Troy, the Hellespont, an~d up to Pompeys 
Pillar, which u a Phartl~, or watch Tower, sunds 
uron the wondrous o~llin~ :1110 tne Euxine Sea. 

From the thr~ anJ t\\e:ntieth of t>.hy, unto the 
"C'\,entn of June, our Governour attempted, and made 
Imll of all the w2ye<:, that both his owne judgement 
~ould pn:'lmpe him In. and the adVIce of Capt1-lne George 
Percy, 2nJ tho"'e endeme:n "'hom h~ found of the 

oun .. dl, when ne-e came In, as 01 others: whom hee 
cau~J 10 Jeli\C:r theIr knowledge .. , concerl11ng the tate 
and ConditIon of the Countn-r: but aller mucn del».llIIg, 
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it could not appeare, how possibly they might preserve 
themselves (reserving that little which wee brought from 
the Bermudas in our Shippes, and was upon all occasions 
to stand good by us) tenne dayes from starving. For 
besides that the Indians were of themselves poore, they 
were forbidden likewise (by their subtile King Powhatan) 
at aU to trade with us; and not onely so, bue to 
indanger and assault any Boate upon the River, or 
stragler out of the Fort by Land, by which (not long 
before our arrivall) our people had a large Boate cut 
off, and divers of our men killed, even within command 
of our Blocke-house; as likewise, they shot two of 
our people to death, after we had bin foure and five 
dayes come in: and yet would they dare then to enter 
our Ports, and trucke with us (as they counterfeited 
underhand) when indeede, they came but as Spies to 
discover our strength, trucking with us upon such hard 
conditions, that our Governour might very well see 
their subtiltie, and therefore neither could well indure, 
nor would continue it. And I may true1y say beside, 
so had our men abased, and to such a contempt, had 
they brought the value of our Copper, that a peece 
which would have bought a bushell of their Corne ill 
former time, would not now buy a little Cade or 
Basket of a P ottle. And for this misgovernment, 
chiefely our Colony is much bound to the Mariners, 
who never yet in any Voyage hither, but have made 
a prey of our poore people in want; insomuch, as 
unlesse they might advance foure or five for one (how 
assu red soever of the payments of their Bils of Exchange) 
they would not spare them a dust of Corne, nor a 
pinte of Beere, to give unto them the least comfort or 
reliefe, although that Beere purloyned, and stolne perhaps, 
either from some particular supply, or from the generall 
store: so uncharitable a parcel! of people they be, and 
ill conditioned. I my selfe have heard the Master of a 
Shippe say (even upon the arrivall of this Fleete, with 
the Lord Governour and Captaine Generall, when the 
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said Master was treated with for such Commodities 
as hee brought to sell) that unlesse hee might have an 
East I ndian increase, foure for one, all charges eleered, 
hee wou ld not part with a Can of Beere. Besides, to 
doe • us more viUany and mischiefe, they would send 
of their long Boates still by nigh t, and (well guarded) 
ma ke out to the neighbou r Villages, and T ownes, and 
there (contrary to the Articles of the Fort, which now 
pronounce death for a t respasse of that qualit ie) trucke 
with the Indians, giving for their trifles Otter skinnes, 
Beve~, Rokoone Furres, Beares skinnes, &c. so large a 
quantity, and measure of Copper, as when the T ruckt­
Master for the Colony, in the day time offered trade, the 
Indians would laugh and scorne the same, telling what 
bargains they met withall by night, from ou r Mangot 
Quintons (so calling our great Shippes) by which meanes, 
the Market with them fo restalled thus by these dis­
honest men, I may boldly say, they have bi n a con-

16 10. 

sequent cause (this last yeare) to the death and starving Plmmjr4lJd. 
of many a worthy spirit; but 1 hope to see a t rue 
amendment and reformation, as well of those as of 
divers other into!lerable abuses, thrust upon the Colony 
by these shamelesse people, as also fo r the tra nsportation 
of sllch provisions and supplies as are sent hither, and 
come under the charge of pursers (a parcell, fragment, 
and odde ends of fellowes dependancies to the others) 
a better cou rse thought upon: of which supplies, never 
yet came into the Store, or to the Parties, unto whom 
such supplies were sent, by relation hitherto, a moitie 
or third part; for the speedy red resse of this, being 
so soveraigne a point, 1 understand how the Lord 
Governour and Captaine Generall, hath advised unto R(mtdy. 
the Counsell, that there may be no more provisions 
at all delivered unto Pursers, but hath in treated to 
have the provision thus ordered. H e wou ld have a 
Commissary Generall of the Victuals to be appointed, 
who (receiving the store for the Colony, by Indenture 
from the T reasurer, and Victuallers in England) may 
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keepe a just accompt, what the grosse amounteth unto, 
and what is transported every Voyage, in severall kindes, 
as of Bread, Meate, Beere, Wine, &c. which said 
Commissary shall deliver over the same, to the Master 
of every Ship, and take an Indenture from the said 
Master, of what he hath in charge, and what he is 
to deliver to the Treasurer of the store in Virginia: 
of which, if any be wanting, he the said Master shall 
make it good, out of his owne intertainment, other­
wise the Pursers, Stewards, Coopers, and quarter Masters, 
will be sure still, not onely to give themselves and 
their friends double allowances, but thinke it all well 
gotten that they can purloine and steale away. 

Besides that the Indian thus evill intreated us, the 
River (which were wont before this time of the yeare 
to be plentifull of Sturgion) had not now a Fish to 
be seene in it, and albeit we laboured, and hold our 
Net twenty times day and night, yet we tooke not 
so much as would content halfe the Fishermen. Our 
Governour therefore sent away his long Baate to coast 
the River downward, as farre as Point Comfort, and 
from thence to Cape Henry, and Cape Charles, and 
all within the Bay: which after a seven nights triall 
and travailc, rcturned without any fruites of their 
labours, scarse getting so much Fish as served their 
owne Company. 

Tht C~I(}>Iy And to take any thing from the Indian by force, 
whm Ih.r) . we never used, nor willingly ever will: and though 
f llml wlfhm h h d II d d .. . four, dnYli if t ey a we eserve It, yet It was not now tIme, 
,td",ing. for they did (as I said before) but then set their Corne, 

and at their best, they had but from hand to mouth; 
so as what now remained? such as we found in the 
Fort, had wee staid but foure dayes, had doubtlesse 
bin the most part of them starved, for their best 
reliefe was onely Mushrums. and some hearbes, which 
sod together, made but a thin and unsavory broath, 
and swelled them much. The pitty hereof moved our 
Governour to draw forth such provision as he had 
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brought, proportioning a measure equally to everyone 
a like. But then our Governor began to examine how 
long this his store would hold out, and found it 
(husbanded to the best advantage) not possible to serve 
long.er then sixteene dayes: after which, nothing was 
to be possibly supposed out of the Countrey (as before 
remembred) nor remained there then any meancs to 
transport him elsewhere. Whereupon hee then cotred 
into the consultation with Sir George Summers, and 
Captaine Newport, calling unto the same the Gentlemcn 
and Counsell of the former Government, jotreacing both 
the one and the other to advise with him what was 
best to be done. T he provision which they both 
had aboard himselfe and Sir George Summers, was 
examined, and delivered, how it, being rackt to the 
uttermost, extended not above, as I said, sixteene 
dayes, after two Cakes a day. T he Gentlemen of 
the Town, who knew better of the Country, could 
not give him any hope, or wares, how to improve it 
from the Indian. It SQone then appeared most fit, 
by a generall approbation, that to preserve and save 
all from starving, there could be no readier course 
though t on, then to abandon the Country, and 
accommodating themselves the best that they might, 
in the present Pinnaces then in the road, namely in 
the Discovery and the Virginia, and in the two, brought 
from, and builded at the Bermudas, the Deliverance, 
and the Patience, with all speede convenient to make 
for the New found Land, where (being the fishing 
time) they might meete with many English Ships into 
which happily they might disperse most of the 
Company. 

This Consultation taking effect, our Governor having 
caused to be carried aboard all the Annes, and all the 
best things in the store, which might to the Adventurers 
make some commodity upon the sale thereof at home, 
and burying our Ordnances before the Fort gate, 
which looked into the River. T he seventh of J une 

53 

A.D. 

1610. 

[ IV. ix. 
I 75 z.] 

P"r~11 to 
ltatl tht 
COlllltry. 



A.D. 

r610. 

TIll hight l/ 
pi/th f,1lou·tll 
dtplh if/ht 
COMlIitl 
miltritl 
Ifarsly 
utapillg tht 
jawtl if 
de"aurillg 
duptratjall. 
Hapt : 
marl/mg. 

L. La tP a.rs 
arrival/. 

PURCHAS HIS PILGRIIIIES 

having appointed to every Pinnace likewise his com­
plement and number, also delivered thereunto a pro­
portionable rate of provision, hee commanded every 
man at the beating of the Drum to repaire aboard. 
And because hee would preserve the Towne (:llbeit 
now to be quitted) unburned, which some intemperate 
and malicious people threatned, his owne Company he 
caused to be left ashoare. and was himselfe the last 
of them, when about noone giving a farewell, with a 
peale of small shot, wee set saile, and that night, with 
the tide, fell downe to an Iland in the River, which 
our people have called Hogge IIand; and the morning 
tide brought us to another Iland, which we have 
called Mulberry lland; where lying at an ancor, in the 
afternoone stemming the tide, wee discovered a long 
Boate making towards us, from Point Comfort: much 
descant we made thereof, about an houre it came up; 
by which, to our no little joyes, we had intelligence 
of the honorable my Lord La Warr his arrivall before 
Algarnoone Fort the sixt of June, at what time, true 
it is, his Lordship having understood of our Governours 
resolution to depart the Country, with all expedition 
caused his Skiffe to be manned, and in it dispatched 
his letters by Captain Edward Bruster (who command­
eth his Lordships Company) to our Governour, which 
preventing us before the aforesaid Mulberry Hand, (the 
eight of June aforesaid) upon the receipt of his honours 
letters, our Governour bore up the helme, with the 
winde camming Easterly, and that night (the winde 
so favourable) relanded all his men at the Fort againe: 
before which (the tenth of June, being Sunday) his 
Lordship had likewise brought his Ships, and in the 
afternoone, came a shoare with Sir Ferdinando Weinman, 
and all his Lordships foHowers. 

Here (worthy Lady) let mee have a little your pardon, 
for having now a better heart, then when I first landed, 
I will briefely describe unto you, the situation and 
forme of our Fort. When Captain Newport in his 
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first Voyage, did not like to inhabit upon so open 
a roade, as Cape Henry, nor Point Comfort he plied 
it up to the River, still looking out for the most apt 
and securest place, as well for his Company to sit downe 
in, as which might give the least cause of offence, or distast 
in h~s judgement, to the Inhabitants. At length, after 
much and weary search (with their Barge coasting 
still before, as Virgill writeth lEneas did, arriving in 
the region of Italy called Latium, upon the bankes 
of the River Tyber) in the Country of a Werowance 
called Wowinchapuncke (a ditionary to Powhatan) 
within this faire River of Paspiheigh, which wee have 
called the Kings River, a Country least inhabited by 
the Indian, as they all the way observed, and three­
score miles & better up the fresh Channell, from 
Cape Henry they had sight of an extended plaine & 
Spot of earth, which thrust out into the depth. & 
middest of the channell, making a kinde of Chersonesus 
or Peninsula. for it was fastened onely to the Land 
with a slender necke, no broader then a man may well 
quaite a tile shard, & no inhabitants by seven or six 
miles neere it. The T rumpets sounding, the Admirall 
strooke saile, and before the same, the rest of the 
Fleete came to an ancor, and here (as the best yet 
offered unto their view, supposed so much the more 
convenien t, by how much with their small Company, 
they were like inough the better to assure it) to loose 
no further time, the Colony disimbarked, and every 
man brought his particular store and furniture, together 
with the generall provision ashoare: for the safety of 
which, as likewise for their owne security, ease, and 
better accommodating, a certaine Canton and quantity 
of that little halfe lland of ground, was measured, which 
they began to forti fie, and thereon in the name of 
God, to raise a Fortresse, with the ablest and speediest 
meanes they could: which Fort, growing since to more 
perfection, is now at this present in this manner. 

A low levell of ground about halfe an Acre, or (so 
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much as Queene D ido might buy of King H yarbas, 
which she compassed about with the thongs cu t out 
of one Bull hide, and therein bui lt her Castle of 
Byrza) on the North side of the River, is cast almost 
in to the forme of a Triangle, and so P aUi7.adoed. 
T he South side next the River (howbeit extended in 
a line, or Curtaine six score foote more in length, then 
the other two, by reason the advantage of the ground 
doth so req uire) containes one hundred and forty yards: 
the W est and East sides a hundred oneJy. At every 
Angle or corner, where the lines meete, a Bulwarke 
or Watchtower is raised , and in each Bulwarke a 
peece of Ordnance or two well moun ted. T o every 
side, a proportioned distance from the PaHisado, is a 
setled streete of houses, that runs along, so as each 
li ne of the Angle hath his streete. In the middest is 
a market place, a Store house, and a Corps du guard, 
as li kewise a pretty Chappell, though (at this time 
when wee came in) as ruined and unfrequented: but 
the L ord Governour, and Captaine Generall, hath given 
order for the repairing of it, and at this instant, many 
hands are abOllt it. It is in length threescore foote, in 
breadth twenty foure, and shall have a Chancell in it of 
Cedar, and a Communion T able of the Blake 'Valnut, 
and all the P ewes of Cedar, with f.1.ire broad windowes, 
to shut and open, as the weather shal l occasion, of the 
same wood, a P u!pet of the same, with a Font hewen 
hollow, like a Canoa, with two Bels at the West end. 
It is so cast, as it be very light within, and the Lord 
Governour and Captaine Generall doth cause it to be 
kept passing sweete, and trimmed up with divers 
Rowers, wi th a Sexton belonging to it, and in it every 
Sonday wee have sermons twice a day, and every 
T hursday a Sermon, havi ng true preachers, which take 
their weekely tu rn es, and every morning at the ringing 
of a Bell , about ten of the clocke, each man addresseth 
himselfe to prayers, and so at foure of the clocke 
before Supper. Every Sunday, when the Lord Gover-
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nour, and Captaine Gener.dl goeth to Church, hee is 
accompanied with all the Counsailers, Captaines, otht:r 
Officers, and all the Gentlemen, and with a Guard of 
Holberdiers in his Lordships Livery, mire red doakes, 
to the number of fifty, both on each side, and behinde 
him : and being in the Church, his Lordship hath his 
~ate in the Quier, in a greene Velvet Chaire, with a 
Cloath, with a Velvet Cushion spread on a Table 
before him, on which he kn eeleth, and on each side 
sit the Counsell, Captaines, and Officers, each in their 
place, and when he returneth home againe, he is waited 
on to his house in the same manner. 

And thus inclosed, as I said, round with a Pall i1.ado 
of Planckes and strong Posts, (oure foote deepe in the 
ground, of yang Oakes, \¥alnu rs, &c. The Fort is 
called in honour of his Majesties name, James Towne; 
the principall Gate from the Towne, through the 
Pa11izado, opens to the River, as at each Bulwarke 
there is a Gate likewise to goe forth, and at every 
Gate a Demi-Culverin, and so in the Market Place. 

A.D. 
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The houses first raised, were all burnt by a casualty of Tlu HOllin. 

fire, the beginning of the second yeare of their seate, 
and in the second Voyage of Captain Newport, which 
since have bin better rebuilded, though as yet in no 
great uniformity, either for the fash ion, or beauty of 
the streete. A delicate wrough t fine kinde of Mat the 
Indians make, with which (as they can be trucked for, 
or snatched up) our people do dresse their chambers, 
and inward roomes, which make their houses so much 
the more handsome. The houses have wide and large 
Country Chimnies in the which is to be supposed (in 
such plenty of wood) what fires are maintained; and 
they have found the way to cover their houses: now (as 
the Indians) with barkes of Trees, as durable, and as Ol1rA:( Roo/n. 
good proofe against stormes, and winter weather, as the 
best T yle defending likewise the piercing Sunbeames of 
Summer, and keeping the inner lodgings coole enough, 
which before in sultry weather would be like Stoves, 
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whilest they were, as at first, pargetted and plaistered 
with Bitumen or tough Clay: and thus armed for the 
injury of changing times, and seasons of the yeare, we hold 
our selves well apaid, though wanting Arras H angings, 
Tapistry, and guilded Venetian Cordovan, or more 
spruse houshold garnitu re, and wanton City ornaments, 
remembring the old Epigraph: 

\Ve dwell not here to build us Bowers, 
And Hals fo r pleasure and good cheere: 
But H als we build for us and ours, 
To dwell in them whilst we live here. 

True it is, I may not excuse this our Fort, or 
James Towne, as yet seated in some what an unwhole­
some and sickly ayre, by reason it is in a marish ground, 
low, flat to the River, and hath no fresh water Springs 
serving the Towne, but what wee drew from a Well 
sixe or seven f. .. thom deepe, fed by the brackish River 
owz:ing into it, from whence I verily beleeve, the chiefe 
causes have proceeded of many diseases and sicknesses 
which have happened to our people, who are indeede 
strangely afflicted with Fluxes and Agues; and every 
particular season (by the relation of the old inhabitants) 
hath his particular infirmity too, all which (if it had 
bin our fortunes, to have seated upon some hill, 
accommodated with fresh Springs and cleere ayre, as 
doe the Natives of the Country) we might have, I 
beleeve, well escaped: and some experience we have 
to perswade our selves that it may be so, for of foure 
hundred and odde men, which were seated at the Fals, 
the last yeere when the Fleete came in with fresh and 
yang able spirits, under the government of Captain 
Francis West, and of one hundred to the Seawards (on 
the South side of our River) in the Country of the 
Nansamundes, under the charge of Captaine J ohn 
Martin, there did not so much as one man miscarry, 
and but very few or none fall sicke, whereas at 
James Towne, the same time, and the same moneths, 
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onc hundred sickned, & halfe the number died: 
howbeit, as we condemne not Kent in England, for 
a small T owne called Plu msted, continually assaulting 
the dwellers there (especially new commers) with 
Agues and Fevers; no more let us lay scandall , 
and imputation upon the Country of Virginia, because 
the little Quarter wherein we are set downe (un­
advisedly so chosed) appearcs to be unwholesome, 
and subject to many ill aytes, which accompany the 
like marish places. 

§. Ill!. 
The Lord La \,yarres beginnings and proceedings 

in James T owne. Sir Thomas Gates sent 
in to England; hi s and the Companies test i­
m?ny. of Virginia, and cause of the late 
mIseries. 

IlilPon his Lordship's landing at the South gate of the 
. Pallizado (which lookes into the River) our 

Governour caused his Company in armes to stand 
in order, and make a Guard: It pleased him, that I 
should beare his Colours for that time: his Lordship 
landing, fell upon his knees, and before us all, made a 
long and silent Prayer to himselfe, and after, marched up 
into the T owne, where at the Gate, I bowed with the 
Colours, and let them fall at his Lordship's feete, who 
passed on into the Chappell, where he heard a Sermon by 
Master Bucke our Governours Preacher; and after that, 
caused a Gentleman, one of his owne followers, Master 
Anthony Scot his Ancient, to reade his Commission, 
which intituled him Lord Governour, and Captaine 
General! during his life, of the Colony and Plantation in 
Virginia (Sir Thomas Gates our Governou r hitherto, 
bdng now stiled therein Lieutenant Generall.) 

After the reading of his Lordships Commission, Sir 
Thomas Gates rendred up unto his Lordship his owne 
Commission, both Patents, and the Counsell Seale: after 

59 

• 

.... D. 

1010. 

[ IV. ix. 
175+·] 

(;cmmi!!ic1I 
ltd. 
L"rd L" 
IP"rrllillt. 
Sir T. G"'(J 
Li(lllm"~1 
Gt~t'·IlI1. 



A.D. 

z61O. 

Hit fptlch. 

PrOfJifiMf 
bnught. 

C OIlIfItI! 

choml C!f 
sw~rnt. 

COIMY Ju:~rn. 

Olfierrs 
apfMinuJ. 

PURCHAS HIS PILGRnIES 

which, the Lord Governour, and Captaine Generan, de­
livered some few words unto the Company, laying many 
blames upon them for many vanities, and their Idlenesse, 
earnestly wishing, that he might no more finde it so, 
least he should be compelled to draw the sword of 
Justice, to cut off such delinquents, which he had 
much rather, he protested, draw in their defence, to 
protect them from injuries ; hartening them with the 
knowledge of what store of provisions he had brought 
for them, vi'Z.. sufficient to serve Faure hundred men 
for one whole yeare. 

The twelfth of June, being Tuesday, the Lord 
Governour and Captaine Generall, did constitute, and 
give places of Office, and charge to divers Captaines 
and Gentlemen, and elected unto him a Counsell, unto 
whom he did administer an Oath, mixed with the oath 
of Allegiance, and Supremacy to his Majestic: which 
oath likewise he caused to be administred the next day 
after to every particular member of the Colony, of Faith, 
Assistance, and Secrecy. T he Counsaile which he 
elected were. Si r Thomas Gates Knight, Lieutenant 
Generall. Sir George Summers Knight, Admiral!. Captaine 
Percy Esquire, and in the Fort Captaine of fifty. Sir 
Ferdinanda Weinman Knight, Master of the Ordnance. 
Captaine Christopher Newport. Vice-admiral!. William 
Strachei Esquire, Secretary, and Recorder. 

As likewise the Lord Governour and Captaine 
Generall, nominated Captaine John Martin, Master of 
the Battery workes for Steele and lron: and Captaine 
George Webb Sergeant Major of the Fort: and 
especiall Captaines over Companies, were these appointed; 
Captaine Edward Bruster, who hath the command 
of his H onours owne Company. Captaine Thomas 
Lawson. Captain Thomas H olecroft. Captaine Samuell 
Argoll. Captaine George Yardley, who commandeth the 
Lieutenant Generals Company. Divers other Officers 
were likewise made, as M aster Ralph H amer, and 
Master Browne, Clarkes of the Counsell, and Master 
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Daniell Tucker, and Master Robert Wilde, Clarkes of 
the Store, &c. 

The first businesse which the Lord Governouf and 
Captaine Generall (after the setling of these Officers) 
tholl~ht upon, was to advise with his Counsell, for the 
obtaining of such provisions of victuals for store, and 
quality, as the Ccuntrey afforded. It did not appeare, 
that any kinde of Flesh, Deere, or what else, of that 
kinde, could be recovered from the Indian, or to be 
sought in the (cuntrey , by the travaile or search of 
his people, and the old dwellers in the Fort (together 
with the I ndians not to friend) who had the last 
winter, destroyed and killed up all the H oggcs, inso­
much, as of five or sixe hundred (as it is supposed) 
there was not one left alive; nor an Henne, nor Chicke 
in the Fort; and our H orses and Mares, they had 
eaten with the first, and the provision which the Lord 
Governollr, and Captaine Generall had brought. con­
cerning any kinde of flesh, was little or nothing; in 
respect it was not drempt of by the Adventurers 1!1 

England, that the Swine were destroyed. 
I n Counsell therefore the thirteenth of June, it 

pleased Sir George Summers Knight, Admirall, to pro­
pose a Voyage, which for the better reliefe, and good 
of the Colony, he would performe into the Bermudas, 
from whence he would fetch six moneths provision 
of Flesh and Fish , and some live Hogges to store our 
Colony againe : and had a Commission given unto him 
the fifteenth of June, ,610. who in his owne Bermuda 
P innace, the Patience, consorted with Captaine Samuell 
Argoll, in the Discovery (whom the Lord Governour, 
and Captaine Generall, made of the counsell before 
his departure) the nineteenth of June, fell with 
the T yde from before our Towne, and the twenty two 
left the Bay, or Cape H enry a sterne. 

And likewise, because at the Lord Governour, and 
Captaine General's first commi ng, there was found in 
Our owne River no store of Fish; after many trials, 
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the Lord Governou r, and Captaine GeneralJ, dispatched 
in the Virginia, with instructions, the seventeenth of 
J une, 1610. Robert T yndall, Master of the De la 
Warre, to fish unto, all along, and bctweene Cape H enry. 
and Cape Charles, within the Bay; who the last of the 
said moneth returned unto us againe, but a5 ill speeding 
as the former, whom our Govcrnour (now Lieutenant 
General!) had :addressed thither before for the s:ame 
purpose. Nor was the Lord Governour, and C:lpt:line 
Generall in the meane whi le idle at the Fort, but every 
d:ay and night hee caused the Nets to be hawled, some­
times a dozen times one after another. But it ple:ased 
not God SO to blesse our labours, that we did at any 
tim e take one quarter so much, :as would give unto our 
people one pound at a me:lle :I peece, by which we 
might have better husbanded our Pease and Oatcmeale, 
notwithstanding the great store we now saw daily in 
our River: but let the blame of this lye where it is, 
both upon OUt Nets, and the unskilfulnesse of our men 
to lay them. 

The sixth of July Sit Thomas Gates Lieutenant 
Generall, commlllg downe to Point Comfort, the North 
wind (blowing tough) he found had forced the long 
Boate belonging to Algernoon!! Fort, to the other shoar!! 
upon Nansamund side, somewhat short of \V~toscoick : 
which to recover againe, one of the Lieutenant Generals 
men H umfrey Blunt, in an old Canow made over, 
but the wind driving him upon the Strand, cerraine 
Indians (watching the occasion) seised the poore fellow, 
and led him up into the Woods, and sacrificed him. 
It did not a little trouble the Lieutenant Governour, 
who since his first landing in the COllntrey (how justly 
soever provoked) wou ld not by any meanes b~ wrought 
to a violent proceeding against them, for all the pr:lctises 
of villa ny, with wh ich they dai ly indange~d our men, 
thinking it possible.· by a mote tractable course:, to 
winne them to a better condition: but no\\' being 
startled by this. he well perceived, how little a fuire 
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and noble intreatie workes upon a barbarous dis­
position, and therefore in some measure purposed to be 
revenged. 

The ninth of July, he prepared his forces, and early 
in the morning set upon a Towne of theirs, some foure 
miles from Algernoone Fort, called Kecoughtan, and 
had soone taken it, without losse or hurt of any of his 
men. The Governour and his women Red (the young 
King Powhatans Sonne not being there) but left his 
poore baggage, and treasure to the sporle of our 
Souldiers, which was only a few Baskets of old Wheate, 
and some other of Pease and Beanes, a little Tobacco, 

16 10. 

and some few womens Girdles of Silke, of the Grasse- Grllflt silk,. 
silke. not without art, and much neatnesse finely 
wrough t; of which I have sent divers into England, 
(beeing at the taking of the Towne) and would have 
sent your Ladiship some of them, had they beene a 
Present so worthy. 

\Ve purposed to set a Frenchman heere a worke to 
plant Vines, which grew naturally in great plentie. 
Some few Corne fields it hath, and the Corne in good 
forwardnesse, and wee despaire not but to bee able (if 
our men stand in health) to make it good against the 
Indian. 

The continuall practices of the subtle King Powhatan, 
doth not meanely awaken all the powers and workings 
of vertue and knowledge, in our Lord Governour and 
Captaine Generall, how to prevent not only his mischiefes, 
but to draw him upon some better termes, and acknow­
ledgement of our forces and spirits, both able and daring 
to quit him in any valiant and martiall course what­
soever, he shall dare to runne with us, which hee doth 
yet scarsly beleeve. For this therefore, since first, 
and that so lately, he hath set on his people, to 
attempt us with private Conspiracies and actuall violence, 
into the one drawing his Neighbour Confederates and 
under Princes, and by the other working the losse 
and death of divers of our men, and by such their 
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losse seising their Armes, Swords, Peece!, &c. of which 
he hath gathered into his store a great quanti tie and 
number by I ntelligence above twO hundred Swords, 
besides Axes, and Pollaxes, Chissels, Howcs, to paire 
and dense their ground, with an infinite treasur: of 
Copper, our Lord Governour and Captaine Generall 
sent two Gentlemen with an Ambassie unto him, letting 
him to understand of his practises and outrage, hitherto 
used toward our people, not only abroad but at our 
Fort also: yet flattering him withal! how the Lord 
Governour and Captaine Generall did not suppose, that 
these mischiefcs were contrived by him, or with his 
knowledge, but conceived them rather to be the acts of 
his worst and unruly people, his Lordship therefore now 
complayning unto him required, that hee (being so 
great and wise a King) would give an universall order 
to his Subjects, that it might bee no more so, lest the 
Lord Governour :l.Ild Captaine Generall should be 
compelled (by defending him and his) to offend him, 
which he would be loath to do: withal! he willed the 
Messengers to demand of him the said Powhatan, that 
he would either punish or send unto his Lordship such 
of his people whom Powhatan knew well not long 
before, had assaulted our men at the Block-house, and 
but newly killed foure of them, as also to demaund of 
Powhatan, willing him to rcturne unto the English 
Fort, both such men as hee deta),ned of ours, and 
such Armes as he had of theirs in his possession, and 
those conditions performed, hee willed them to assure 
unto Powhatan that then their great \Verowance, the 
Lord Governour and Captaine Genernll would hold 
F.tire quarter, and enter friendship with him, as a friend 
to King James and his Subjects. But refusing to 
submit to these demands, the Lord Governour and 
Captaine Generall gave in charge to the Messengers, so 
sent to signine unto Powhatan that his Lordship would 
by all meanes publike and private, seeke to recover 
from him such of the English as he had, being 
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Subjects to his King and Master, unto whom even 
Powhatan himselfe had formerly vowed, Ilot only 
friendship but homage, receiving from his Majestic 
therefore many gifts, and upon his knees a CroIVne and 
Scepter with other Ornaments, the Symbols of eivill 
State and Christian Soveraigntie, thereby obliging him­
selfe to Offices of duric to his Majestic. Unto all 
which Powhatan returned no other answcre, but that 
either \ve should depart his Country, or confine our 
selves to J ames Towne only, without searching further 
up into his Land, or Rivers, or otherwise, hee would 
give in command to his people to kill us) and doe 
unto us all the mischiefe, which they at their pleasure 
could and we feared: withall forewarning the said 
Messengers, not to remrne any more unto him, unlesse 
they brought him a CO:lch and three Horses, for hee 
had understood by the Indians which were in England, 
how such was the state of great \¥erowances, and Lords 
in England, to ride and visit other great men. 

After this divers times, and daily hee sent sometimes 
two, sometimes three, unto our Fort, to understand 
our strength, and to observe our \~atch & Guard, 
and how our people stood in health, and what numbers 
were arrived with this new Weroance: which being 
soone perceived our Lord Governour and Captaine 
Gencrall forewarned such his Spies, upon their owne 
perill, to resort no more unto our Fort. Howbeit, 
they would daily presse into our Block-house, and come 
up to our Pallizado gatt:s, supposing the government as 
well now, as fantasticall and negligent in the fo rm er 
times, the whilest some quarter of a mile short of the 
Block-house, the greatest number of them would make 
assault, and lye in ambush about our Glasse-house, 
whether, divers times indeed our men would make 
out either to gather Strawberries, or to fetch fresh 
water; anyone of which so stragled, if they could with 
conveniencie, they would assault and charge with their 
Bowes and Arrowes, in which manner they kiIJed many 
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of our men: two of which being Paspaheans, who were 
ever our deadliest enemies, and not to be reconciled ~ 
at length being apprehended (and one of them a notable 
villaine, who had attempted upon many in our Fort) 
the Lord Governour caused them to be manacled, and 
convented before him and his Counsell, where it was 
determined that hee that had done so much mischiefe 
should have his right hand strooke off, sending him 
away withall, with a message to Powhatan, that unlesse 
hee would yet rerurne such Englishmen as he detayned, 
together with all such their Armes (as before spoken of) 
that not only the other (now Prisoner) should die, but all 
such of his Savages (as the Lord Governour and Captaine 
GeneraU, could by any meanes surprize) should runne 
the same course: as likewise the Lord Governour and 
Captaine General! would fire aU his Neighbour Corne 
Fieldes, Townes, and Villages, and that suddenJy. 
if Powhatan sent not to contract with him the 
sooner. 

\Vhat this will worke with him, wee know not as 
yet, for this was but the day before our ships were 
now falling to Point Comfort, and so to set sayle for 
England: which ships riding before Weroscoick to take 
in their fraight of Cedar, Clap-board, Blacke Wal- nut, 
and Iron Oare, tooke Prisoners likewise the chiefe King 
of \Veroscoick, called Sasenticum, with his Sonne Kainta, 
and one of his chiefe men. And the fifteenth day of 
July, in the Blessing Captaine Adams brought them to 
Point Comfort, where at that time (as well to take his 
leave of the Lieutenant Generall Sir Thomas Gates, 
now bound for England, as to dispatch the ships) the 
Lord Governour and Captaine Generall had pitched his 
Tent in Algernoone Fort. 

The Kings Sonne Kainta the Lord Governour and 
Captaine Generall. hath sent now into England, untill 
the ships arrive here againe the next Spring, dismissing 
the old \Verowance, and the other with all tearmes of 
kindnesse, and friendship, promlslllg further designes to 
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bee effected by him, to which hee hath bound himselfe, 
by divers Savage Ceremonies, and admirations. 

And thus (right Noble Ladie) once more this famolls 
businesse, as recreated, and dipped a new into life and spirit, 
hath . raysed it ( I hope) from infamy, and shall redeeme 
the staines and losses under which she hath suffered, 
since her first Conception : your G races still accompany 
the least appearance of her, and vouchsafe her to bee 
limmed out, with the beautie which wee will begge, and 
borrow from the faire lips: nor fcare you, that shee 
will rctume blushes to your cheekes for praysi ng her, 
since (more then most excellent Ladie) like your sclfe 
(were all tongues dumbe and envious) shee will prayse 
her selfc in her most silence : may shee once bee but 
seene, or but her shadow lively by a skilfu ll W orkman 
set out indeed, which heere (bungerly as I am) I have 
presumed (though defacing it) in these P apers to prese nt 
unto your Ladiship. 

After Si r T homas Gates his arrivall, a Booke called 
A true Declaration of Virginia) was published by the 
Company, out of which I have heere inserted this their 
publike testimonie of the causes of the former evi ls and 
Sir T homas Gates his Report upon Oath of Virgi nia. 

T He ground of all those miseries, was the permissive 
Providence of God, who, in the fore-mentioned 

violent storme, seperated the head from the bodie, all 
the vitall powers of Re~iment being exiled with Sir 
T homas Gates 'in those intortunate (yet fortunate) IIands. 
The broken remainder of those supplyes made a greater 
shipwracke in the Continent of Virginia, by the tempest 
of Dissention: every man over-valuing his owne worth, 
would be a Commander; every man underprizing 
anothers value, denied to be commanded. 

The next Fountaine of woes was secure negligence, 
and improvidence, when every man sharked for his 
present bootie, but was altogether carelesse of succeeding 
penurie. Now, I dem:lI1d whether Sicilia, or Sardinia 
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(iOmetimes the Barnes of Rome) could hope for increase 
without manuring? A Colony is therefore denominated. 
because they should be Coloni) the Tillers of the Earth, 
and Stewards of fertilirie: our mutinous l..oyterers 
would not sow with providence. and therefore. they 
reaped the fruits of too deere bought Repentance. 
An incredible example of their idlencsse, is the report 
of Sir Thomas Gates, who affirmeth, that after his first 
comming thither, he hath seene some of them eat their 
fish raw, rather then they would goe a stones cast to 
fetch wood and dresse it. Dei laboribus omnia vendunt, 
God sels us all things for our labour, when Adam 
himselfe might not live in Paradice without dressing 
the Garden. 

Unto idlenesse, you may jayne Treasons, wrought by 
those unhallowed creatures that forsooke the Colonie, 
and exposed their desolate Brethren to extreame miserie. 
You shall know that eight and twentie or thirtie of 
the Company. were appointed (in the ship called the 
Swallow) to trucke for Corne with the Indians, and 
having obtained a great quantitie by trading, the most 
seditious of them, conspired together, pcrsW2ded some, 
and enforced others, to this barbarous project. They 
stole away the ship, they made a league amongst 
themselves to be professed Pirats, with dreames of 
Mountaines of Gold. and happie Robberies: thus at 
one instant. they wronged the hopes, and subverted. the 
cares of the Colonie, who depending upon their retume. 
fore-slowed to looke out for further provision: they 
created the Indians our implacable enemies by some 
violence they had offered: they carried away the best 
ship (which should have beene a refur in extremities:) 
they weakened our forces, by subtraction of their annes 
and succours. These are that scumme of men that 
sayling in their Piracie, that being pinched with &miDe 
and penurie, after their wilde roving upon the Sea. when 
all their lawlessc hopes failed, some remayned with 
other Pirates, they met upon the Sea, the others .. 
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resolved to returne for England, bound themselves by 
mutuall Oath, to agree all in one report to discredit 
the Land, to deplore the famine, and to protest that 
this their camming away, proceeded from desperate 
Ilece~sitie: These arc they, that roared out the T ragicall 
H istoric of the man eating of his dead Wife in 
Virginia; when the Master of this ship willingly COII­

fessed before fortic witnesses, that at their camming 
away, they left three monethes victuals, and all the 
Cattell living in the Fort: sometimes thcy reported 
that thcy saw this horrible action, sometimes that 
Captaine Davies said sa, sometimes that one Beadle the 
Lieutenant of Captaine Davies did relate it, varying 
this report into divcrsitie of false colours, which hold 
no likenesse and proportion: But to cleere all doubts, 
Sir Thomas Gates thus relateth the Tragedie. 

T here was Olle of the Company who mortally hated 
his Wife, and therefore secretly killed her, then cut 
her in pieces and hid her in divers parts of his House: 
when the woman was missing, the man suspected, his 
House searched, and parts of her mangled bodie were 
discovered , to excuse himselfe he said that his V.,rife 
died, that he hid her to satisfie his hunger, and that 
hee fed daily upon her . Upon this, his H ouse was 
againe searched, where they found a good quanti tie of 
Meale, Oat-meale, Beanes and Pease. H e thereupon 
was arraigned, confessed the Murder, and was burned 
for his horrible villallY. 

Now shall the scandalous reports of a viperous 
generation, preponderate the testimonies of so worthy 
Leaders? Shall their venemous tongues, blast the 
reputation of an ancient and worthy Peere, who upon 
the ocular certainty of future blessings, hath protested 
in his Letters, that he will sacrifice himselfe for his 
Countrie in this service, if he may be seconded ; and 
if the Company doe give it over, hee will yet lay all 
his fortunes upon the prosecution of the Plantation? 

Unto Treasons, you may joyne covetousnesse in the 
6, 
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Mariners, who for their private lucre partly imbezeled 
the provisions, partly prevented our Trade with the 
lndians making the Matches in the night, and forestalling 
our Market in the day: whereby the Virginians were 
glutted with ou r Trifles, and inhaunced the prices of 
their Corne and VictualL That Copper which before 
would have provided a bushell, would nOt now obtaine 
so much as a Pottle. 

Jayne unto these another evil!: there is great store 
of Fish in the River, especially of Sturgeon; but our 
men provided no more of them then for present 
necessitie. not barrelling up any store against that season 
the Sturgeon returned to the Sea. And not to dissemble 
their folly, they suffered fourteene nets (which was all 
they had) to rot and spoyle, which by orderly drying 
and mending might have beene preserved: but being 
lost, all he1pe of fishing perished. 

The state of the Colony, by these accidents began to 
finde a sensible declining: wh ich Powhatan (as a greedy 
Vulture) observing, and boyling wich desire of revenge, 
hee invited Captaine Ratcliffe, and about thirty others 
to trade for Corne, and undt:r the colour of fairest 
friendship, hee brought them within the compasse of 
his ambush, whereby they were cruelly murtht:red and 
massacred. For upon confidence of his fidelilie, they 
went one and one into severall houses, which caused 
their severait destfllctions, when if but any sixe had 
remained together, they would have beene a Bulwarke 
for the generall preservation. After this, Powhatan in 
the night cut off some of our Boats, he drave away all 
the Deere into the f."\rthcr part of the Countrey, hee 
and his people destroyed our H ogs (to the number of 
about sixe hundred) hee sent one of his Indians to trade 
with us, but byed secret ambushes in the \Voods, that 
if one or two dropped out of the Fort alone, they were 
indangered. 

[IV. ix. Cast up the reckoning together: want of government, 
I iSS.) store of idlenesse, their expectations frustrated by the 

70 



SIR THO~1AS GATES 

Trayters, their market spoyled by the Mariners, our 
Nets broken, the Deere chased, our Boats lost, OlI( Hogs 
killed, our trade with the Indians forbidden, some of 
our men fled, some murthered, and most by drinking 
of tlJe brackish water of James Fort weakened and 
indangered, famine and sicknesse by all these meanes 
increased; here at home the monyes came in so slowly, 
that the Lord Laware could not bee dispatched till the 
Colony was Warne and spent with difficulties : Above 
all, having neither Ruler, nor Preacher, they neither 
feared God, nor man, which provoked the wrath of the 
Lord of HOSI S, and pulled downe his judgements upon 
them. Discite justitiam mOlllti. 

The Ccunedl of Vir~nia (finding the sma1nesse of 
1hat relume, which they hoped should have defrayed 
the charge: of a new supply) cntred into a deepe con­
l)ultalioll, and propounded amongst themselves, whether 
It were fit to enter into a new contribution, or in time 
to :lend for home the Lord La-ware, and to abandon 
the action. They I'esolved to send (or Sir Thomas 
Gates, who being come, the), adjured him to deale rlallll)' 
wid1 them, :lnd to make a true relation of those thlllgs 
which were presently to be had, or hereafter to be 
hoped (ai' in Virginia. SlI' Thomas Gates with a 
'io1cmne and s;lcreJ oath replied, that all things hefore 
rt'ported were true' that the Ct)ullrrc) reddeJ abundance 
of \Vood, as Oake, ''\'alllSl:OI, ""ainu! Tree!>, Bar Trees, 
.r\~he. Sar'iafrase, live O.1ke, h'Tcene all the ,ec:re, Cedar 
and Fir; which are the materiall!>. of ~apc: ashe!>. and POt 
,ashe!>, o( Oyks of \\·lIlnuI"-. and Baye!>, of Pitch and 
rar, o( Clapboard~, Pipe-~ta"es, Masts and dcellent 
hn:trJs of fOl'tie, tifne. and MXtlC! length, and three flXlt 

bre:aJth, when one Firre rrce IS able to make the maUle 

M.l';( t,( the greate::.t Ship In Englan.:i. He ayoucheJ 
that lh~ an! u)creJlhle "llri~tle o( sweet wood~, especially 
of the: Bilisamum [rt't", Vi hick .1istdleth a precious Gumme; 
that there are Innumerable white Mulberry neeS, which 
In so w-arme a climate mar cherish and (cede millions of 
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SiJke-wormes, and rcturnc U5 in a very short time, as. 
great a plenty of Si[kc as is vented into the whole world 
from all the parts of Italy: thac there arc diver, sorts 
of Minerals, especially of Iron oafC lyIng upon the 
ground for ten Miles circuite; (of which wee have made 
a triall at home, that it maketh 3!1 good Iron lU any is 
in Europe:) that a kinde of Hempe or Flue, and Stlkc 
Grasse doe grow there naturaUy. which will affoord scuffe 
for all manner of excellent Cordage: That the Rive. 
swarmeth with all manner of Sturgeon: the Land 
aboundeth with Vines; the Woods doe harbour ex­
ceeding storc of Beavers, Foxes, and Squirrels; the 
\.yaters doc nourish a great cncreasc: or Oners, all 
which are covered with precious Furrts; that there are 
in present discovered Dyes :lnd Druggc:s of sundry 
qualities; that the Orenges which have beene planted, 
did prosper in the winter, which is an inmllible a~u­
ment, that Lemmons, Sugar Canes, Almonds, Rice, 
Anniseede, and all other commodities which wee have 
from the Straights, may be supplied to us in our owne 
Countrey, and by our owne industry: that the Corne 
yceldeth a terrible cncrease more then ours; and lastly, 
that it is one of the goodliest Countries under the 
Sunne; ente:rveined with five maine Rivers, and 
promising as rich tntrals as any Kingdome of the 
cuth, to whom the Sunne is no n~rer :1 neighbour. 
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Chap. VII. 

The Voyage of Captaine Samuel Argal, from 
James Towne in Virginia, to seeke the lIe 
of Bermuda, and missing the same, his 
putting over toward Sagadahoc and Cape 
Cod, and so backe againe to J ames T owne, 
begun the nineteenth of June, 1610. 

George Summers, being bound for the 
lie of Bermuda with two Pinnaces, the 
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one called the Patience, wherein he sailed 
himselfe, set saile from James Towne in 
Virginia, the nintecnth of Ju ne, ,610. JII~t [9 -
The two and twentieth at Iloone we 16 10. 
came to an anchor at Cape Hen ry, to 

take more balasc. The weather proved very wet: so 
wee road under the Cape till two of the clocke. the 
three and twentieth in the morning. T hen we weighed 
and stood off to Sea, the wind at South-west. And 
till eight of the clocke at night it was aU Southerly, 
and then that shifted to South-west. The Cape then 
bearing West, about eight leagues off. Then wee stirred 
away South-east. The faure and twentieth, at noone 
I observed the Sunne, and found my selfe to bee in 
thirtie sixe degrees, fartie seven mi"1utes, about twentie 
leagues off from the Land. From the foure and 
twen tieth at noone, to the five and twentieth at noone, 
sixe leagues East, the wind Southerly, but for the most 
part it was cal me. From the five and twentieth at 
noone, to the sixe and twentieth about sixe of the 
clocke in the morning, the winde was all Southerly, and 
but little. And then it beganne to blow a fresh gale 
at West South-west. So by noone I had sailed four-
teene leagues East, South-east pricked. From the sixe 
and twentieth at noone, to the seven and twentieth at 
noone, twentie leagues East, South-east. The wind 
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shifting from the \A,1est, South·west Southerly, and so 
to the East, and the weather [1.ire, but close. From the 
seven and twentieth at noone, to the eight and twentieth 
at noone, sixe and twen tie leagues East, South-east, the 
wind shifting backe againe from the East to the "Vest. 
T hen by mine observation 1 found the ship to be in 
thirtie five degrees fiftie foure minutes. From the eight 
and twentieth at noone, to the nine and twentieth at 
noone, thirtie sixe leagues East by South, the wind at 
\A,1est, North-west. T hen by my observation I found 
the ship to be in thirtie five degrees, thi rtie minutes 
pricked. From the ni ne and twen tieth at noone, to 
the thirtieth at noone, thirtie five leagues E ast, South­
east. T he winde shifti ng betweene West, North-west, 
and West, South-west, blowing a good fresh gale. T hen 
by my observation I found the ship to be in thirrie foure 
degrees, fortie nine minutes pricked. From the thirtieth 
of J une at noone, to the first of J uly at noone, th irtie 
leagues South-east by E ast, the winde at west, then 
I found the ship in thirtie foure degrees prickt:d. 

From the first of J uly at noone, to the second at 
noon, twentie leagues East, South-east southerly, the 
wind "Vest, then I found the ship to bee in thirtic three 
degrees, thirrie minutes pricked, the weather very faire. 
F rom the second at noone, to the third at foure of the 
clocke ill the afternoone it was cal me, then it beganne 
to blow a resonable fresh gale at South-east: so I made 
account that the ship had d riven about sixe leagues in 
that time East. The sea did set all abOllt the \Vest. 
From that time to the fourth at nOOIlC, scventeene 
leagues East by North, the wind shifting betweene 
South-east and South South.west, then I found the ship 
to bee in thirtie three degrees, fortie minutes, the weather 
continued very f.1.irt:. From the fourth at noone, to 
the fifth at noone, ten leagues South-east, the wind and 
weather as before, then I found the ship to be in thirtie 
th ree degrees. sevcnteene minutes pricked. From the 
li ft at noone, to the sixt at noone, eight leagues South-
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west, then 1 found the ship to be in thirtie two degrees, 
fiftie seven minutes pricked; the wind and weather 
continued as before, only we had a small showre or 
twO of raine. From the sixt at noone, to the seventh 
at noone, sevcnteene leagues East by North, then I 
found the ship to be in thirtie three degrees, the wind 
and weather as before. From the seventh at noon, 
to the eight at noone, fourteene leagues North-east, 
then I found the ship to be in thirtie three degrees, 
thirtie two minutes, the wind and weather continued 
as before. From the eight at noon to the ninth at 
noone, five leagues South-east, there I found the ship 
to be in thirtie three degrees, twentie one minutes, 
the wind at South-west, the weather very f: ... ire. From 
the ninth at noone, to the tenth at noone, five leagues 
South, the wind westerly; but for the most part it was 
calme, and the weather very faire . F rom the tenth 
at noone, to the eleventh at noone it was cal me, and 
so continued untill nine of the clocke the same night, 
then it began to blow a reasonable fresh gale at South­
east, and continued all that night betweene South-east 
and South, and untill the twelfth day at !loone: by 
which time I had sailed fifteene leagues West southerly: 
then I found the ship in thinie three degrees, thirtie 
minutes. From that time to foure of the c10cke the 
twelfth day in the morning twelve leagues West by 
North, the wind all southerly, and then it shifted 
betweene South and South-west, then wee tacked about 
and stood South-east, and South-east by South: so 
by !loone I had sayled five leagues South-east by East; 
then I found the ship in thirtie three degrees ten minutes. 
From the thirteenth at noone, to the fourteenth at 
noone, twenty leagues South-east by East, the wind 
shifting betweene the South-west, and West South­
west, then I found the ship to be in thirtic two degrees, 
thirfie five minutes. From the fourteenth at noone, 
to the fifteenth at noone, twentie leagues South-east, 
then 1 found the ship to be in thirty two degrees, the 
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wind as before: then we tacked about, and lay North­
west by West. From the fifteenth at noone, to the 
sixteenth at noone, twelve leagues North by West, the 
wind shifting betweene South-west and West, and 
the weather very stormy, with many sudden gus~s of 
wind and rayne. 

And about sixe of the clocke in the afternoone, being 
to windward of our Admirall I bare up under his lee: 
who when 1 hayled him, told me that he would tack 
it up no longer, because hee was not able to keepe 
the sea any longer, for lacke of a road and water: 
but that hee would presently steere away North North­
west, to see if he could fetch Cape Cod. Which 
without delay he put in execution. H is directions 
I followed; so from the sixteenth day at noone, to 
the seventeenth at noone I had sailed thirtie eight 
leagues North North-west: then I found mr ship 
to be in thirtie foure degrees, ten minutes. The 
seventeenth and eighteenth dayes were very wet and 
stormy, and the winds shifting all points of the 
Com passe. T he nineteenth day, about foure of the 
clocke in the morning it began to cleere up, and then 
we had a very stiffe gale bctweene East and North­
east. From the seventeenth at noone, to the nineteenth 
at noone, I had sayled fiftie five leagues North 
North-west, then I found the ship to be tnirtie sixe 
degrees, thirty minutes. From the nineteenth at noone, 
to the twentieth at noone, thirty five leagues North-west: 
then I was in thirty seven degrees, fifty two minutes, 
the weather now was fairer and the wind all easterly. 
From the twentieth at noone, to the twentie one at 
noone, we sayled twenty leagues North by '<Vest, the 
wind betweene East and South-east, and the weather 
very faire: At the SUlllle setting 1 observed, and 
found thirteene degrees, and an halfe of westerly 
variation, and un till midnight we had a reasonable 
fresh gale of wind all southerly, and then it fell 
calme and rained, and so continued very little wind 
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un till the two and twentieth at noone, and shifting 
all the points of the Com passe : yet by mine observation 
that I made then, I found that the ship had run 
[wentie five leagues North , fo r I found her to be 
in forty degrees, one minute, which maketh me thinke 
that there was some tide or current that did set 
Northward. Againe, those that had the second watch 
did say, T hat in their watch they did see a race, 
and that the ship did drive apace to the Northward, 
when she had not a breath of wind. 

From the two and twentieth at noone, untill ten 
of the docke at night, we had a fresh gale of wind, 
betweene East and South-east, and then it shifted 
aU westerly, and so con tinued untill two of the clocke 
the twenty three in the morning: and then it began 
to be very foggy and but little wind , yet shifting 
all the points of the Com passe, and so continued 
un till ten of the clocke, and then it began to deere 
up. At twelve of the docke J observed, and then 
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I found the ship to be in fortie degrees fifcie minutes: 4<:>· dig. 50. 
so from the twenty two at noone, to the twenty mi. 

three at noone I had sayled twenty leag ues Northward. 
From the twenty three at noone, to the twenty foure, 
at three of the clocke in the morning it was calme, 
and then we had a reasonable fresh gale of wind all 
southerly, and so it continued until1 noon southerly, 
in which time I had sailed twelve leagues North. 
And about foure of the docke in the afternoone, we 
had forty seven fathoms of water, which water we did 
find to be changed into a grasse green in the morning, 
yet we would not heave a lead, because our Admirall 
was so farre 011 head of us: who about three of the 
docke in the afternoone lay by the lee, and fished 
till I came up to him: and then I fitted my selfe 
and my boat, and fished untill sixe of the clocke. 
And then the Admirall fitted his sailes, and stirred 
away North, whom I followed with all the speed I 
could. But before seven of the clocke there fell such 
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:t Ol)'st, that I was faUlI: to shoot off a Peece, which 
he answered with a Cornet that he had aboord. So 
with hallowing and making a norse one to another 
211 the night we kept company. About two of the 
c1ocke. the twenty five day in the morning we tooke 
in all our saiics, and lay at H ull untill five of the 
c1ockc' and then finding but small store of fish, 
we set s:aile and stirred awa,. North-west, to fetch 
the ma\'IlC land to relieve our selves with wood and 
w:ttcr, ~,'hich we stood in great need of. About twO 

of the clocke In the aftcrnoone we [ooke In aU our 
S3i les and lay at H ull. at which time I heaved. the 
Ie..d three times together. and had three sundry kindes 
of soundings. The tint a blacke peppery sand, full 
of pcble stones. The s«ond blacke peppt:ry, and 
no stones: T he third blackc pepper)'. and two or 
three stoncs. 

From the fou rth at noone, to the twentie five, at 
two of the doc:ke in the afternoone, I sayled thirteene 
leagues \Vest North-west: and the weather continuing 

Crwfol"J very foggy, thicke, and rainy. about five 01 the docke 
It began to cea<;e, and then we began to fish, and 
SO continued untill seven of the docke in l:Ietweene 
thirty and forty fathoms, and then we could fish 
no longer. So h:l.Ving gotten betweene twentie and 
thirty Cads, we left for th:t.t night: and at live of 
the clocke!, the twenty si xe in the morning we began 
to fish againe, and so continued untill ten of the 
d ocket and thell it would fish no longer: in which 

1_ , eN,. time we had taken neere one hundred Cods. and 

Tilt S~l' 
tlfltlrrA. 

a couple of H ollybuts. All this while wee had betweene 
thirty and forty f.·llhoms water: before one of the 
clocke in the aftcrnoone We! found the ship driven 
into one hundred nml twent), f:lthoms, and soft blacke 
05e. Then Sir George Somcrs sent me word, th:n 

7'AfJlljJ."J~r he would set sailc! 'll~d stan d In for the River of 
t~f Rlfe,r -J' Sagadahoc ; whose dIrectIons I followed. 
Silg,u/jJ~lK. Before two of the clockc we set saile, and stirred 
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away North-west by North, the wind South South-west, 
and the weather continued very fogy. About eight 
of the clocke wee Tooke ill all our sailes, and lay at Hull 
at that night. The seven and twentieth, about seven 
of the clocke in the morning we heaved the lead, and 
had no ground in one hundred and twcntic fathoms. 

A.D. 
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Then I shot off a Peece, but could not heare none !'tnt figgi( 
answerc from our Admiral]: and the weather was so u:fQtillr. 

thicke, that we could not see a Cables length from our 
ship. Betwecnc nine and ten of the clock we did thinke 
that we did heare a Peece of Ordnance to windward: 
which made me suppose our Admirall had set saile, 
and that it was a warning piece from him. So I set 
sayle and stood close by the wind, and kept an hollowing 
and a noise to try whether I could find him againe: 
the wind was at South-west, and I stood away '~Test 

North-west. From the sixe and twentieth, at two of Tilt thidrfig 
the c10cke in the afternoonc, to eight of the c10cke at (Mti~luth. 
night I had sayled nine leagues North-west. The 
seven and twentieth at noone I heaved the Lead, in 
one hundred and twenty fathoms, and had no ground. 
Then r stirred away North-west, till foure of the c10cke 
at night: then I heaved the Lead againe one hundred 
and twenty fathoms, and had no ground. Then I tooke 
an my sailes and lay at Hull, and I had say1ed seven 
leagues North-west. The eight and twentieth, at seven 
of the c10cke in the morning I did sound in one hundred 
and twenty fathoms, and had no ground. Then I set 
sayle againe, and steered away North, and North by 
West. At !loone I heaved in one hundred and twenty 
fathoms againe, and had no ground . So I steered on 
my course still, the wind shifted betweene South and 
South-west, and the fog continued. At foure of 7'h, fig 
the c10cke in the afternoonc, I heaved one hundred (M/ililitllT. 

twenty fathoms againe, and had no ground: so I stood 
on untill eight of the dockc, by which time I had sailed 
twelve leagues: then I heaved the Lead againe, and 
had blacke Ose, and one hundred thirty five fathoms 
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water. T hen 1 tooke in all my sayles and lay at hult 
unti11 the nine and twentieth, at five of the docke in 
the morning. T hen I set saile againe, and steered away 
North, and North by 'Vest. At eight of the clocke 
J heaved the Lead againe, and had blacke Osc in. one 
hundred and thirty fathoms water. Betweene eleven 
and twelve of the clocke it began to thunder, but the 
fogge continued not still. About two of the clocke 
in the afternoone, I went out with my Boot my selfe 
and heaved the Lead, and had blacke Ose in ninety 
fathoms water: by which time I had sailed six leagues 
North by ' Vest morc. T hen I tooke in all my sayles 
saving my Fore-course and Bonnet, and stood in with 
those sailes onely. About sixe of the c.Iocke I sounded 
againc, and then I had sixty five fathoms water. Assoone 
as I came aboord it clcered up, and then I saw a small 
lland, which bare North abom two leagues off; where­
upon I stood in untill eight of the clocke: And then 
I stood off againe un till two of the d ockc in the morn­
ing the thirtieth day. Then I stood in againc, and 
about eight of the c10cke I was faire aboord the Hand. 
Then I manned my Boat and went on shoare, where 
I found great store of Seales: Anti I killed three Seales 
with my hanger. This IJand is not halfc a mi le about, 
and nothing but a Rocke, which seemed to be very 
rich Marble stone. And a South South-west Moon 
maketh a full Sea. About ten of the clocke I came 
aboord againe, with some Wood that I had found upon 
the !land, for there had beene some folkes that had made 
fiers there. Then I stood over to another Hand that 
did beare North off me about three leagues; this small 
rockie Iland Iyeth in forty foure degrees. About seven 
of the clocke that night I came to an anchor among 
many Hands in eight fathoms water: and upon one of 
these lIands I fitted my sclfe with Wood and Water, 
and Balast. 

The third day of August, being fitted to put to Sea 
againe, I caused the Master of the ship to open the 
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boxe wherein my Commission was, to see what directions 
I had, and for what place I was bound to shape my 
course. Then J tried whether there were any fish there 
or not, and 1 found reasonable good store there; so 
I stayed there fishing till the twelfth of August: and 
then finding that the fishing did faile, I thought good 
to returne to the ll and where I had killed the Scales, 
to see whether I could get any storc of them or not; 
for I did find that they were very nourishing meate, 
and a great reliefe to my men, and that they would be 
very well saved with salt to keepe a long time. But 
when I came thither 1 could llot by any meanes catch 
any. The fourteenth day at naone I observed the Sun, 
and found the Jland to lie in forty three degrees, forty 
minutes. Then I shaped my course for Cape Cod, to 
see whether I could get any fish there or not : so by 
the fifteenth that noone, I had sailed thirty two leagues 
South-west, the wind for the most part was betweene 
North-west and North. From the fifteenth at noone, 
to the sixteenth at noone I ran twenty leagues South, 
the wind shifting betweene West and South-west. And 
then I sounded and had ground in eighteene fathoms 
water, full of shels and peble stones of divers colours, 
some greene, and some blewish, some like diamants, and 
some speckled. Then I tooke in all my sayles, and set 
all my company to fishing, and fished till eight of the 
docke that night: and finding but little fish there, I 
set sayle againe, and by the seventeenth at noone 1 had 
sayled ten leagues West by North, the wind shifting 
betweene South and South-west. From noone, till sixe 
of the docke at night, foure leagues North-west, the 
,vind shifting betweene West and South-West. T hen 
it did blow so hard that I tooke in all my sayles, and 
lay at hull all that night, untill five of the clock the 
eighteenth day in the morning: and then I set saile 
againe, and by noone I had sailed {oure leagues North­
west, the wind betweene West and South-west. From 
the eighteenth at noone, to the nineteenth at noone ten 
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leagues West by West, the wind shifting betweene South 
and South-west, and the weather very thick and foggy. 

nicl ""J About se:ven of the dacke at night the fogge began 
figg;ul:tfllk ... to brea ke away, and the wind did shift westerly, and by 

midnight it was shifted to the North. and there ;t did 
blow very hard untill the twenty at noonc: but the 
weather was very deere. and then by my observation I 

.p J'g 4+- found the ship to bee in the \:ttitude of forty one 
degrees, forty foure minutes, and I had s:tiled twenty 
leagues South-west by \Vest. From the nineteenth at 
noone, to the twentieth at noone: about two of the 
dacke 10 the afternoone I did see an Hed.\and, which 
did beare off me South-west. about (oure leagues: so I 

C.'f't Cu. steered with It, taking tC to bee Cape Cod; and by foure 
T.'u 1M"'" 0/ of the c10cke I was fallen among so many shoales, that 
t4P< Cli. It was five of the docke the next day in the mormng 

., 

before: I could get cleere of them, it IS n very dangerous 
rlace to fall withall for the shoalc'I lie at the Ica~'It ten 
leagues off from the Land; anJ 1 had upon one of 
them but one fathom and an halfe water, and my SlIrke 
did draw seven foot. This Land Iyerh South-west, and 
r>o:orth-cast, and the shoales lie off from it South and 
South by West, and so along [award the North. At 
the Nonh-west by WC1t GU:I,rJs I observed the North­
starre, and found the ship to be in che latitude of fortie 

Tu .. ,'Jk if one degrees, fiftie mInutes, bting then In the middle of 
fU SlulU, ill the: Sholdes: and I did finde thirteene degrees of 
·401 UK· ;0. westerly variation then likewise. Thus finding the 
~~. '"pm if place not to be for my tUrne, as!WOn as I was cleere of 
... !;trrry these dangers, I thought it fit to returne to James 
F4..-..rti,.. Towne III Virginia, to the Lord ~-Iawarre, my Lord 

Governour. and there to attend his command: so I 
shaped my course for that place. And the one and 
twentieth day by noone I had brought my sclfe South 
South-west thirtie three leagues from this Cape: and 1 
had the wmd shifting all this while betwttne North 
:lDd :SOorth-waot, and the weather very faire and deere. 
From the One and twentieth. at noone, to the two 
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and twentieth at naane, 1 ran thirtie leagues South­
West by West, and then by mine observation I found 
the ship to be in thirtie nine degrees, thirtie sixe minutes: 
and I had twelve degrees westerly variation, and the 
wind -shifting betweene North and North-east, and the 
weather very faire and cleere. From the two and 
twentieth at noone, to the three and twentieth at 
noone, nine leagues South-west by West; and then 
by observation 1 did find the ship in thirtie nine 
degrees, twentie foure minutes, and I had eleven 
degrees of westerly variation: and there did blow but 
very little wind, and shifting betweene West and North, 
and the weather very faire and deere. From the three 
and twentieth at naone to the foure and twentieth at 
noone eighteene leagues South-west, and then I found 
the shippe to be in thirtie eight degrees fortie two 
minutes: and I had twelve degrees of Westerly Varia­
tion, and the wind shifting betweene North and 'Vest , 
and the weather very faire. 

From the foure and twentieth at noone, to the five 
and twentieth at noone, two and twentie leagues West 
by South, the wind shifting betweene North and East. 
And then 1 found the ship to bee in thirtie eight degrees 
five and twentie minutes, and the same Variation that I 
had before, and the weather very faire. 

From the five and twentieth at noone, to the six and 
twentieth at noone, five and twentie leagues Westerly, 
the wind all shifting betweene South and South-west. 
And I had thirteene degrees five and twentie minutes 
of Westerly Variation. About sixe of the clocke at night 
the water was changed, and then I sounded and had red 
sandie ground in twelve fathomes water about twelve 
leagues from the shore, 

The seven and twentieth by day in the morning, I 
was faire aboord the shore, and by nine of the clocke 
I came to an Anchor in nine fathomes in a very great 
Bay, where I found great store of people which were 
very kind, and promised me that the next day in the 
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morning they would bring me great store of Corne. 
But about nine of the c10cke that night th.e winde 
shifted from South-west to East North-east. So I 
weighed presently, and shaped my course to Cape 
Charles. T his Bay Iyeth in Westerly thirtie lengues. 
And the Souther Cape of it Iyeth South South-east and 
North North.west, and in thirtie eight degrees twentie 
minutes of Northerly Latitude. 

The eight and twentieth day, about foure of the 
c10cke in the afternoone 1 fell among a great many 
of shoales, about twelve leagues to the Southward of 
Cape La Warre. So there I came to an Anchor in 
three fathomes water, the winde beeing then all Easterly, 
and rode there all that Night. 

T he nine and twentieth in the morning 1 weighed 
againe, the wind being all Southerly, and turned untill 
nigh t, and then I came to an Anchor in seven fathomes 
water in the offing to Sea. 

H ow the tyde did set there, or whether that there 
did run any cu rrent or not, I cannot say; but I could 
find neither current nor tyde. 

The thirtieth in the morning I weighed againc, the 
wind still Southerly, and turned aU that day, but got 
very little, so at Evening I stood off to Sea untill 
midnight, and then stood in againe. 

T he one and thirtieth, about seven of the c10cke at 
night I came to an Anchor under Cape Charles in foure 
fathomes, and one third part water, and rode there all 
that night. 
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'Jul" VIJI 

A "hor! Rd(l.ll<,n made h, the Lord De-L.1· \\'nrc. 
l() tile ulrd" .l:nd r~lh(:1 HJ the Cuun~r;11 QI 
V lrg.lllla, tnuch1l1g 111' unC:\jlcclcd rcturne 
home and all~:r\\ald~ ,jdl\crcd to the genera II 
A~'c:mhly f'lJ the ~ald Crlrnpany. at a Coun 
iH,ldcn the !\\CIlI1C: nyc 1'( illne. 1611. Pub-
h .. hcd hy authOrlllCl! lilt:· ;;lId oUT1,dl. 

M\ Lorti .. , ;:o.,:c 
I 1Ilg: now by ll.'(:IJent returned (rom my 
Charge :It \',rgmia, (onlr1n e,ther to 
my O\.\l1t deSire or other men ... expccn­
lion ... \\-ho ~I'lre nOt [Q cc."nsu.c mee, 
tr1 pallli of dUlle, 2nd to dio;(our:.c 2nd 
question the n-1SOn, lhou~h thcy aprre­
hend not Ihc true ouse oj my returnC', 

I am forced (out o( a wil!ingllc~se to !>.1fisfic eVen man) 
to ddivcr unto your Lordships, :lnd thc rc:.t of this 
Assembly. bnc.·.Ry (but truly) in wh:!l :.t'lle t hJ.\·c lived. 
ever since my 3rrivall to the Colonie; wh:n h:ah bc:enc: 
the just occasion of m\ sudden dep:lrturc thence; 2nd 
In what ttrmes I h:lve left the s:ut1e' The r:1ther because 
I pt:r~ive, that since my comming into England. such 
a coldnes~ and irresoluuou is bred L!l mnn)' of the 
Adventurers, th:1t some of them ~ke to withdraw 
those payments, which they have :>ubscrihed tOwards 
the Charge of the: Plantation. and by which that Action 
must be supported and maynuincd, making this my 
returne, the colour of theIr needlesS( backwardness>:! ;!.nd 
unjust protraction. \~hich, th;!.t you m!ly the b>:!tter 
undcrsund, I must informe your Lordships, that pre­
sently after my arrival1 in J ames Towne, I W:lS wc1-
commed by a hot and viole:nt Ague, which helt.l me: :1 
time, till by lhe advice of my Physitioll, Doctour 
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Lawrence Bohun (by bloud letting) I was recovered as 
In my first Letters by Si r T homas Gates, I have informed 
you. That Disease had not long left me, ti ll (withi n 
three weekes after I had gotten a little strength) I 
began to be distempered with other grievous sicknesses, 
which successively and severally assai led met:: for besides 
a relapse into the fo rmer Disease, which with much 
morc violence held me mOrc then a moneth, and brought 
me to great weaknesse, the Flux surpri~ed mee, and 
kept me many dares ; then the Crampe assaulted my 
weake bodie, with strong paines; and afterwards the 
Gout (with which I had heretofore beene sometime 
troubled) afflicted me in such sort, that making my 
bodic th rough weak nesse unable to sti rre, o r to use 
any manner of exercise, d rew upon me the Di~ase 
called the Scurvy; which though in others it be a 
sicknes~ of slothfulnesse, yet was in me an effect of 
wc:tknesse, which never left mee, till I was upon the 
point to leave the World. 

These severall Maladies and Calamities, I am the more: 
desirous to particularist unto your Lordshippes (although 
thcy were too notorious to the whole Colonie) lest anr 
man should misdeeme that under the generall name and 
common excuse of sicknesse, I went about to cloke either 
sloth, or feare, or any other base apprehension, unworthy 
the high and H onorable Ch:trge, which you had 
entrusted to my Fidelitie. 

In these ext remi ties I resolved to consult my friends, 
Who finding Nature spen t in mee, and my body almost 
consumed, my paines likewise daily encreasing, gave me 
:tdvise to prefer a hope full recovery. before an assu red 
mine, which must necessarily have ensued, had I lived 
but twentie dayes longer in Vi rginia : wan ting :tt that 
instant. both food and P hysic ke. fit to remedy such extra­
ordinary D iseases, and restore that strength so desperatel), 
decayed. 
Whc~upon . after a long consult:ttion held, I resolved 

by generall consent and perswasion, to ship my selfe for 
86 



LORD DE LA I\' A RRE 

M~vis, an Island in the \Vest Indies, famous for wholse­
some Bathes, there to try what helpe the Heavenly 
Providencc would affoord mec, by the benefit of the 
hot Bath : but God, who guideth all things, according 
to his good win and pleasure, so provided, that after 
we had sayled an hundred Leagues, we met with Southerly 
windes which forced mee to change my purpose (my bodie 
being altogether unable to endure the tediousnesse of a 
long Voyage) and so steere my course for the \Vesterne 
Hands, which 1 no sooner recovered, then I found helpe for 
my health, and my sicknesse asswaged, by meanes of fresh 
Diet, and especially of Orenges and Lemons, an undoubted 
remedy and medicine for that Disease, which lastly, and so 
long, had afflicted me: which ease as soone as I found, I 
resolved (although my body remayned still feeble and 
weake) to retume bac ke to my charge in Virginia againe, 
but 1 was advised not to hazard my selfe before I had 
perfectly recovered my st rength, which by counsell I was 
perswaded to seeke in the natural! Ayre of my Countrey, 
and so I came for England. In which Accident, I doubt 
not but men of reason, and of judgement will imagine, 
there would more danger and prejudice have happened 
by my death there, then I hope can doe by my 
rctume. 

In the next place, I am to give account in what estate I 
left the Colonie for government in my absence. It may 
please your Lordsh ips therefore to understand, that upon 

A.D. 
1611. 

Ortflgrs ,;"d 
Lr",,,1S grAd 
rtmdirJorfhr 
Murr·if. 

my departure thence, 1 made choice of Captaine George Mlllla 

Percie (a Gentleman of honour and resolution, and of G~rg~ P~rrit 
no small experience in that place) to remayne Deputie ~tPUfltf:11 .r 
G 'I h 'f h M h II S· fntrD"'ml1lg~ overnour, until t e commlng 0 tears a Ir Sir 1". Dale 
Thomas Dale, whose Commission was likewise to be MaTihall. 

determined, upon the arrivall of Sir Thomas Gates, 
according to the intent and order of your Lordships, 
and the Councell here. 

The number of men I left there, were upward of zoo. lefi 
two hundred, the most in health, and provided of a thtrt. 

least ten moneths victuals, in their Store-house (which ., 
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is daily issued unto them) besides other helps in the 
Countrey, lately found out by Captaine Argall by 
trading with pettie Kings in those parts, who for a. 
small returne of a piece of Iron, Copper, &c. have 
consented to trucke great quantities of Corne,. and 
willingly imbrace the intercourse of Traffique, shewing 
unto ou r people certaine signes of amitie and affection. 

And for the better strengthelling and securing of the 
Colonie, in the time of my weaknesse there, I tooke 
order for the building of th ree severall Forts, two of 
which are seated Ileere Point Comfort, to which adjoyneth 
a large circuit of ground, open, and fit for Corne: the 
third Fort is at the Falls, upon an Iland invironed also 
with Corne ground. These are not all manned, for I 
wanted the commodide of Boats, having but two, and 
one Barge, in all the: Countrey, which hath beene cause 
that our fishing hath beene (in some sort) hindered for 
want of those provisions, which easily will be remedied 
when we can gaine sufficient men to bee implored about 
those businesses, which in Virginia J found nOt: but since 
meeting with Sir Thomas Gates at the Cowes neere Ports­
mouth, (to whom I gave a particubr account of all my 
proceedings, and of the present estate of the Colonie 
as I left it) I understood those wants are supplyed in his 
171eet. 

The Country is wonderfull fertile and ve:ry rich, and 
makes good whatsoever heretofore hath beene reponed of 
it, the Cattell alreadie there, are much encreased, and 
thrive: exceedingly with the pasture of that Coulltrie: 
The Kine all this last Wil1ter, though the ground was 
covered most with Snow, and the Season sharpe, lived 
without other feeding then the grasse they found, with 
which they prospered well, and many of them readie 
to fall with Calve: Milke beeing a great nourishment 
and refreshing to our people, serving also (in occasion) as 
well fo r Physicke as for food, so that it is in no way to 
be doubted, but when it shall please God that Sir Thomas 
Dale, and Si r Thomas Gates, shall arrive in Virginia, with 
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their extraordinary supply of one hundred Kine, and two 
hundred Swine, besides store of all manner of other provi­
sions for the sustenance and maintenance of the Colonie, 
there will appeare that successe in the Action as shall give 
no llIan cause of distrust that hath alreadie adventured, 
but encourage every good minde to further so worthy 
a worke, as will redound both to the glory of God, to 
the credit of our Nation. and to the comfort of all 
those that have beene Instruments in the furthering 
of it. 

The last Discovery, during my continual! sicknesse, 
was by Captaine Argoll, who hath found a Trade with 
Patamack (a King as great as Powhatan, who still 
remaynes our Enemie, though Jlot able to doe us 
hurt.) This is in a goodly River called Patomack, 
upon the borders whereof there are growne the goodliest 
Trees for Masts, that may bee found else-where in the 
World: Hcmpe better then English: growing wild in 
abundance: Mynes of Antimonie and Lead. 

There is also found without our Bay to the Northward 
an excellent fishing Banke for Cod and Ling, as good as 
can be eaten, and of a kind that will keepe a whole yeere 
in ships hold, with little care; a triall whereof I now have 
brought over with me. Other llands there are upon our 
Coasts, that doe promise rich Merchandiu, and will 
further exceedingly the establishing of the Plantation, by 
supply of many helpes, and will speedily affoord a returne 
of many worthy commodities. 

I have left much ground in part manured to receive 
Corne, having caused it the last Winter to be sowed 
for Roots, with which our people were greatly releeved. 
T here are many Vines planted ill divers places, and 
doe prosper well, there is no want of any thing, if the 
action can be upheld with constancie and resolution. 

Lastly, concerning my sclfe and my course, though the 
World may imagine that this Countrie and Climate, will 
(by that which I have suffered beyond any other of that 
P lantation) ill agree with the state of my bodie, yet I am 
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so farre from shrinking or giving over this honourable 
Enterprize, as that J am willing and readie to lay all that 
I am worth upon the adventure of the Action. rather then 
so Honourable a Worke should f. ... ile. and to returne with 
all the convenient expedition I may, beseeching your 
Lordships and the rest, nOt oneJy to excuse my former 
wants, happened by the Almightie Hand: but to second 
my Resolutions with your friendly indevours: that both 
the State rna)' receive H onour, your selves Profit, and 
I future Comfort) by beeing imployed (though but as 
a weake Instrument) in so great an Action. 

And thus having plainly, truly) and briefly delivered the 
cause of my returne, with the state of our affilires, as 
we now stand, I hope every worthy and indifferent hearer, 
will by comparing my present resolution of returne, with 
the necessitie or my comming home, rest satisfied with 
this true and short Declaration. 

Chap. IX. 

A Letter of Sir Samuell Argoll wuching his 
Voyage [0 Virginia, and Actions there: 
\Vriuen to Master Nicholas Hawes. June 
161 3. 

Hawes) within seven weekes after 
my departure from the Coast of England, 
being the three and twentieth of July, 
1612. I feU with the Coast of Virginia, 
ill the Latitude of fortie degrees. The 
twelfth of September, with all my men in 
good health, the number being six tie two, 

and all my victuals very well condi tioned: my course being 
fjftie leagues to the Northward of the Azores. The 
seventeenth, I arrived at Point Comfort, where by the 
discreet and provident government of Sir Thomas Gates, 
and great paines and hazard of Sir Thomas Dale, I found 
both the Countrey and people in farre better estate there, ,. 
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thcon thC' report was by such as came home in Sir RobC'rt 
Mansfi.dds ship. From my arrivall until! the first of 
November, I spen t my time in helping to repai re such 
ships and Boats, as I found heere decayed (or lacke of 
Pitch and T arre : and in pursuing the Indians with Sir 
T homas Dale, for their Corne, of which we got some 
quanti tie, wh ich we were like to have bought very 
deerel),: for by the P rovidence of God. Si r T homas 
Dale escaped killing very narrowly. T hen about the 
beginning of November, by the advice of Sir Thomas 
Gates, I carried Sir Thomas Dale to Sir Thomas Smiths 
Hand, to have his opinion of the inhabiting of it: who, 
after three dayes march in discovering it, approved very 
well of the place: and so much th e beuer, because we 
found abundance of fish there, and very great Cod, which 
we caught in five fathome water, of which we are in hope 
to get a great quanti tie this Summer, for the reliefe of 
ou r men, as also to find safe passage for Boats and Barges 
thither, by a cut out of the bottome of our Bay, into the 
De la Warre Bay. For wh ich fishing and better Dis­
covery, I have my ship readie, with my Company in 
as good health, as at my arrivall, and as they have 
continued ever since: for which, Gar! be glorified, to 
whom we give daily thankes, for the continuance of 
his mercy. 

After my returne from Sir T homas Smiths II and, I 
fitted my ship to fetch Corne from Patowomeck, by 
trading with the Indians, and so set sayle from Point 
Comfort the first of December: and being entred into 
Penbrooke River, I met with the King of Pastancie a 
hunting, who went presently aboard with me, seeming to 
be very glad of my comming, and told me that all the 
Indians there were my very great friends, and that they 
had good store of Corne for mee, which they had provided 
the yeere before, which we found to be true. Then I 
carried my ship presently before his Towne, and there 
built me a stout shallop, to get the Corne aboord withall, 
which being done, and having concluded a peace with 
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divers other Indian Lords. and likewise given and taken * 
H ostages: I hasted to James Towne, beeing the first 
of J anuary, and arrived at Point Comfort the first of 
February. 

In this Voyage I got 1100. bushels of Corne, whkh I 
delivered into the several! Store-houses, according unto the 
direction of Sir T. Gates: besides the quantitie of 300. 
bushels, reserved for mine Company. As scone I had 
unladen this Corne, I set my men to the felling of Timber, 
for the building of a Frigat, which I left halfe finished in 
the hands of the Carpenters at Point Comfort, the 19. of 
March: and returned my selre with the ship into Pern­

""Jt1gr'~Prt" brook River, and so discovered to the head of it, which is 
6rDeIft Ri!,tr. 

about 65. leagues into the Land, and navigable for any 
ship. And then marching into the Countrie, I found 

Gmu sfm if great store of Cattle as big as Kine, of which, the Indians 
O.YO: ill that were my guides, killed a couple which wee found to 

ND/f. 

Ptll/;rOQi( be very good and wholsome meate, and are very easie to 
Rit·tr. 

If MJllt. 

be killed, in regard they are heavy, slow, and not so wild 
as other beasts of the \Vildernesse. In this journie I like­
wise found a Myne, of which I have sent a triall into 

A mtdicillab/t England: and likewise a strange kind of Earth, the 
Ear/h. vertue whereof I know not; but the Indians eate It 

for Physicke, alleaging that it cureth the sicknesse and 
A u'a,u ,"nt paine of the belly. I likewise found a kind of water 
ha,h'''/II1J1l f E h h' h h h h issuing out 0 the art, w Ie at a tart taste muc if AI/,ulI. 

like unto Allum.water, it is good and wholsome: for my 
men did drinke much of it, and never found it otherwise. 

An E"rt" likt I also found an earth like a Gumme, white and cleere; 
Glll//l//t. another sort red, like T erra sigillata; another very white, 
If rtd Eartlz 
Mt Ttrra and of so light a substance, that being cast into the water, 

TAt grial 
Killg 
Pcl~DI/I«l. 

it swimmeth. 
'Whilst I was in this businesse, I was told by certaine 

Indians, my friends, that the Great Powhatans Daughter 
Pokahuntis was with the great King Patowomeck, 
whether 1 presently repaired, resolving to possesse my 
selfe of her by any stratagem that I could use, for the 
ransoming of so man)' Englishmen as were prisoners with 
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Powhatan: as also to get such armes and toales, as hee, 
and other Indians had got by murther and stealing from 
others of our Nation, with some quanti tie of Corne, 
for the Colonies reliefe. So soone as I came to an 
anchor before the Towne, I manned my Boate and 
sent on shoarc) for the King of Pascancy and Ensigne 
Swift (whom I had left as a pledge of our love and truce, 
the Voyage before) who presently came and brought 
my pledge with him: whom after 1 had received, I 
brake the matter to this King. and told him, that if 
he did not betray Pokohuntis into my hands; wee 
would be no longer brothers nor friends. H ee alleaged, 
that if hee should undertake this businesse, then Pow­
hatan would make warrcs upon him and his people; 
but upon my promise, that I would joyne with him 
against him, hee repaired presently to his brother, the 
great King of Patowomeck, who being made acquainted 
with the matter, called his Counsell together: and after 
some few houres deliberation, concluded rather to deliver 
her into my hands, then lose my friendship: so presently, 
he betrayed her into my Boat, wherein I carried her 
aboord my ship. This done, an Indian was dispatched 
to Powhatan, to let him know, that 1 had taken his 
Daughter: and if he would send home the Englishmen 
(whom he deteined in slaverie, with such armes and 
tooles, as the Indians had gotten, and stolne) and also 
a great quanti tie of Corne, that then, he should have 
his daughter restored, otherwise not. This newes much 
grieved this great King, yet, without delay, he returned 
the messenger with this answer. That he desired me 
to use his Daughter well, and bring my ship into his 
River, and there he would give mee my demands; which 
being performed, J should deliver him his Daughter, and 
we should be friends. 

Having received this answere, I presently departed 
from Patowomeck, being the 13. of Aprill, and repayred 
with all speed to Sir T. Gates, to know of him upon what 
condition he would conclude this peace, and what he 
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would demand: to whom I also dchvered my pr15oner, 
towards who~ ranseme within few dares, this Kin.tJ 5c:n[ 
home seven of our men, who seemed to be: very Joyfull 
for that they were freed from the slavery and fe:are of 
cruell murther. which they daily before lived Ln. They 
brought :l.lse three pieces, ont: broa.d Axe, and 2 lon~ 
Whip-saw, and one Canow of Corne. t beeing qUIt 

of my prisoner, went forward with the Frigat which 
t had left :l.t Point Comfort, and finished her. 

Thus having put mr ship in h:l.nd to be fitted for 
an intended fishing VOy:l.ge, I left that bus;nt5se to be 
followed by my Master with a ginge of men, and. my 
Lieutenant fortified On shO:lre with another ginge to 
fell timber, and c.\e:\ve plankes to build :I. fishing 803t; 
my Ensigne with another ginge Wl1S imployed in the 
Fngat. for getting of fish ;u Cape Chules. and t.ra.ns­
paning it to Henries Towne for the reliefe of such 
men as were then:: and my sclfe wLth a fourth ginge 
departed out of the River in my shallop, the first of 
May, for to discover the East side of our B.y, which 
I found to have many small Rivers in it, llnd verv 
good harbours for Boats and Barges, but not for ships 
of any great burthen: and also great store of Inhabitants, 
who seemed ve.ry desirous of our love. and '0 much the 
mther, because they h"d received good report' from the 
Indians of Pembrock River. of our courteous usage 
of them. whom I found tr.ading with me for Corne. 
whereof they hnd grC:lt store. 'Ve also discovered It 

multitude of IIp.nds bearing good Medow grouml, !lnd 
as I thinke, Salt might easily be m1de there. if there 
wen;; :lny ponds digged. for chat I founJ Salt kerneJ 
where. the wattr hnd over-flolVne. in eertaine pl:lces. Here 
is nlso great store of fish, bach shel-fish :ltld other. So 
hllving discovered along the ,hare some fortLe leagues 
Northward, I returned againc to my ship, the twtirth 
of Mny. lind h!tsted forwArd my bu~ines~e Idt in hand 
Ilt my departure: Ilnd litted up my ship, Ilml built my 
fishmg Uo:ne, !lnd made readie to tnlc:e the first oppor. ,. 
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Nnitie: of the wind for my fishing Voyage, of which I 
beS(ech God of his mercy to blcssc us. 

Chop. X. 

Notes of Vi rginian Affaire~ in the government 
of Sir Thomas Dale and of Sir Thomas Gate!. 
till Anno 161+. Taken out of ,\ Iaster Ralph 
H amor (Secretary to the Colonie) his Bocke. 

~i'i?~I;: found the Colonie at our :lrnv.J.11 there, 
the Bermudas, not hving above 

thr~score persons therein, and those 
scarce able to goc alone, of wei-nigh 
six hundred, not (ull ten manethes 
before. T he reason hereof is at hand. 
for formerly, when our people were fed 

out of the common store, and laboured joyntly in the 
manuring of the ground, and planting Corne, glad W:lS 

that man that could slip from his labour; nay, the most 
honest of them in a genenll busincssc, would IIOt take so 
much faith full and true paint:s, in a weeke, as nOw hec 
will doe in a day, neither cared the), for the IIIcreast, 
presuming that howsoever their harvest prospered, the 
generall Store must mainta)'m: them, By which meanes 
we reaped not so much Corne from the labours of thirue 
men, as three men have done for themselves, To prevent 
which mischiefe hereafter Sir Thomas Dale hath taken 
a new course, throughout the whole Colonie, by which 
meanes, the generall store (apparell ondy excepted) shall 
not bee charged with any thing: and this it is, ht.>e hath 
allotted to every man in the Colonie, three English Acres 
of cleere Corne ground, which ever)' man is to mature 
and tend, being in the nature of Farmers (the Bermuda 
undertakers onely excepted) and they are not called unto 
any service or labour belonging to the Colonie, more then 
one moneth in the yeere, which shall neither be in Seed 
time, or in H arvest, for wh ich, doing no other durie 
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In the (OI(UlII::, ,hey arc yccrcly It) pav Into the ,lore two 
h:1trd_ olind il h~lrc of C"rnc' there 10 h« fUCTYcd to 
kcc~ new men. which \hdl bee ~n( over the nr,' 1«rc 
.-aller thc:i( arnV<ln anJ even by' thl' m~nc, I d;ln: gr, 
aur '!ore will h« bountifully furni.hcJ, to maintaync 
three CIt foure hundred men, whcn'Oeyc:r they ·dl.1,11 be: 
..:nt ,hlcher co U' 

Canccrnln~ the unJcruktng of the: Ikrmud1 Ouc, a 
hu,,~ of grotc" hore, evcr bclunnc In our Tem­
tond there. theu" Patcnt, ,loth ;apparently dcmonnr.uc. 
uren what Icrmn <lnd eonJ\t1ons (hcf voluntarily MVC 
un.tau,kcn th,u Imr1ormc:ru. The und III ,:ored W1t~ 
r C"ftc and \",Utcl:c of ... 1 i Beast'. Lionll, Bard, Decr-c 
oi .all ~rt •. 0111:1)' ~Mf"cnn~ from au" m their inCTClK. 

haYmg u,u:llI, thr« or foure Faw,,,:s at a tIme, nonc that 
I h.liVe kenc or I'u:ar,J of unJet'" two the n::dOn wherro! 
tome ot our people .ncri~ (0 the venuc of lOme gnue 
nr herhe:: ... hi,h (~ey C1Ie, hcc:aU\C nUf GN(n oftentimes 
hnng fotth (hr«. lI~J mMt ot them two: lor my p:u-t [ 
(.uher Impute thc:tr IccunJltlc to the Provi.1encc 01 God. 
who lot e\'err mouth provldeth mOle, llnJ If thIS lnl:ra~ 
\Iocr<: not. the '\lIu.lT"ilb woul,i 1. ... urcJh· Stlt'·c fOf" of Ihc 
Deere the), lull (.n Joe Wc Bccre .. In Ent:bnd) loU the: 
),cerc long, nenhet ~PJnnt: foun~ nor olJe. no not 
the 1)OC1 rCildtc to fuwnc, nor the roung FllWnc1', (I f 
but two dll)"d alJe) Ba\·cn. Ottcr" Fo:(u. Rlocoun~ 
IIlmo-.t lit blGGC .n II Fa:ce, :11. good mCl.tc ~ J. umb.:. 
Illlf(:'l, WIM C;u" Mu:tkc .hl~ lutrreb firing. :md other 
oj three or four sort"'!., f\rouumc.s of !he bi~nc$$e (lnd 
hkcne 1.C 01" l Plgge oi 1 mone!h old, :;I; bc.ut ot' 25 sU" .... n~e 
IncnJible n;l.lurc, she hllth commonh· $evell young onc~ 
IIOmclUnc\ more (lnd IIOrnetlme1. Ic")k, which lU her plc::.­
'lire till thc)' be It moncth old or mOf(: hce nkcth 
up IntO her belly. lnJ putteth forth .pille Without 
hurt to hcr klle or them. Of e-.l.eh of thc,,-c hcl.llt. 
thc Lion exeepteJ , my ,elie have "':loy tlmcs ellten, 
lind (:In I"tine Ih:u tnt')' ~re not onc-I}' tutefuU, bUI 
11110 whol$Omc ttnd nourIShing food . . , 
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T here are fowle of divers sorts, Eagles wild Tu rkeyes 
much bigger then our English Cranes, Herons white 
and russet H awkes, wilde Pidgeons (in Winter beyond 
number or imagination, my selre have seene three or 
foure homes together Rockes in the Aire, so thicke 
that even they have shadowed the Skie from us) 
T urkeyes, Bunards, Partridge, Snipes, Owles, Swannes, 
Geese, Brants, Ducke and Mallard, Droeis, Shel-drakes, 
Cormorants, T eale, \Vidgeon, Curlewes, Puits, besides 
other small birds, as Black-birds, Hedge-Sparrowes, Oxe­
eyes. \Vood-peckers, and in \\Tinter about Christmasse 
many Aockes of Parakertoths. 

For fish, the Rivers are plentifully stored, with Stur­
geon, Porrasse, Base, Rockfish, Carpe, Shad, H erring, 
Ele, Catfish, Perch, Flat-fish, Trout, Sheepes-head, 
Drummers, Jarfish, Crevises, Crabbes, Oysters and 
divers other kindes, of all which my selfe hath seene 
great quanti tie taken, especially the last Summer at 
Smiths Iland, at one hale a Frigots lading of Sturgion, 
Base and other great fish in Captainc Argals Saine: 
and even at the very place which is not above fifteene 
miles from P oint Comfort, if we had beene furn ished 
with salt, to have saved it, wee might have taken as 
much fish as would have served us that whole 
yeere. 

To goe yet a little further, I my selfe know no one 
Counlrer reelding without Art or industry 50 many 
fruits; Grapes, Strawberries, Mulberries) Maricocks, of 
fashion of a Lemmon, whose blossome may admit com­
parison with our most delightsome and beautifull Flowers, 
and the fruit exceeding pleasant and tastfull: Chesnut­
trees towardes the Falls as many as Oakes, and as fer till, 
many goodly Groves of Chincomen-trees, with a huske 
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like unto a Chesnut, raw or boiled, luscious and heartie 
meat: \Valnuts of three or foure sorts, whereof there 
might bee reerely made great quantitie of Oyles, as use-
full and good as that of Olives: Some Filberds have I 
seene, Crabs great store, Jesse, but not so sower as ours, CUl!n. 
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which grafted with the Siens of English Apple-trees, 
without question would heare very good fruit. 

In May, I 6 I I. Si r T homas Dale, with a prosperous 
passage, not fu ll eight weekes arrived there, with him 
about three hundred people, such as for the present speed 
and dispatch could then bee provided, of worse condition 
then those formerly there, who 1 sorrow to speake it, were 
not so provident, though once before bitten with hunger 
and penury, as to put Corne into the ground for their 
W inters bread, but trusted to the store, then furnished 
but with eight months provision. H is first care therefore 
was to imploy all hands about setting of Corne at the two 
Forts, seated upon Kecought3n, Henry and Charles, 
whereby the season then not fully past. though about 
the end of May, we had there an indifferent Crop of 
good Corne. 

This businesse taken order for, and the care and trust of 
it committed to his under Officers; to James Towne hee 
hastened, where the most company were, and their daily 
and usuall workes bowling in the streets, these he 
imployed about necessary workes, as felling of Timber, 
repairing their houses ready to fall upon their heads, 
and providing Pailes, Posts and Railes, to impaile his 
purposed new T owne, which by reason of his ignorance 
in those parts, but newly arrived there, he had not 
resolved where to seat . For his better knowledge 
therefore of those parts, himselfe with an hundreth 
men spent some time in the discovery, first of Nan­
samund River, which in despight of the Indians, then 
our enemies, hee discovered to the H ead, after that, our 
owne River to the Falls, where upon a high Land, 
invironed with the maine River, some sixteene or twentie 
miles from the H ead or the Falls, neere to an Indian 
Towne called Arsahattocke, hee resolved to plant his 
new T owne, and so did , whereof in his due place I shall 
make a bride relation. 

I t was no meane trouble to him, to reduce his people 
so timely to good order, being of so ill a condition as may 
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well witnesse his severe and strict imprinted booke of 
Articles, then needfulJ with all severitie and extremitie 
to bee executed, now much mitigated; for more deserved 
death in those dares, then doe now the least punishment, 
so as'if the law should not have restrained by execution, 
I see not how the utter subversion and ruine of the 
Colony should have beene prevented, witnesse Webbes 
and Prises designe in the first yeere, since that Abbots, 
and others more dangerous then the former, and even in 
this Summer, Coles and Kitchins Plot, with three more, 
bending their course towards the Southward, to a Spanish 
plantation reported to be there, who had travelled (it 
being now a time of peace) some five daies journey to 
Ocanahoen, there cut off by certaine Indians, hired by us 
to hunt them home to receive their deserts. 

Thus much obviously I proceed in his indevours, untill 
Sir Thomas Gates his happy arrivall, which was ondy ill 
preparing Timber, Pales, Posts, and Railes for the present 
impailing this new T owne to secure himselfe, and men 
from the malice and treacherie of the Indians, in the 
midst and heart of whom he was resolved to set downe. 
But before he could make himselfe readie for that busi­
nesse, Sir Thomas Gates happily arrived about the second 
of August, with sixe good Ships, men, provisions and 
cattle. 

The worthies being met, after salutation and welcome 
given and received, Sir Thomas Dale acquainted Sir 
Thomas Gates, both with such businesses as he had 
affected si nce his arrivall, and also of his resolution 
to build a new Tow ne at the Fales: which designe and 
purpose of his, Sir Thomas Gates, then principalJ Gover­
nour in Virginia, well approving, furnished him with 
three hundred and fiftie men, such as himselfe made 
choice of, and in the beginning of September, ,6, I. 
bee set from James T owne, and in a day and a halfe 
landed at a place where hee purposed to seat and build, 
where bee had beene ten daies before hee had verie 
strongly impaled seven English Acres of ground for 
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a Towne, which in honour of the Noble Prince Henry 
(of ever happy and blessed memory, whose Royall heart 
was strongly affected to that action) hee called by the 
name of Henrico. In foure moneths space, he had 
made Henrico much better, and of more worth tHen all 
the worke ever since the Colony began, therein done. I 
should bee too tedious if I should give up the account of 
every daies labour, which therefore I purposely omit, and 
will onely describe the Towne, in the very state and 
perfection which I left it, and first for the situation, it 
stands upon a necke of a very high Land, three parts 
thereof invironed with the maine River, and cut out 
between two Rivers with a strong Pale, which maketh 
the neck of Land an Hand. There are in this Town 
three streets of well framed houses, a handsome Church & 
the foundation of a more stately one laid of Brick, in 
length an hundred foot, and fiftie foot wide, besides 
Store-houses, Watch-houses, and such like: there are 
also, as ornaments belonging to this Towne, upon the 
Verge of this River, five faire Block-houses, or Com­
manders, wherein live the honester sore of people, as 
in Farmes in England, and there keepe continuall 
centinell for the Townes securitie, and about two miles 
from the Towne into the Main, a Pale of two miles 
in length cut over from River to River, guarded like­
wise with several! Commanders, with great quantitie of 
Corne ground impaled, sufficient if there were no more 
in the Colony secured, to maintaine with but easie manur­
ing, and husbandry, marc men, then 1 suppose will be 
addressed thither (the more is the pittie) these three 
yeeres. 

For the further enlargement yet of this Towne, on the 
other side of the River, by impaling likewise: for we 
make no other fence, is secured to our use, especially for 
our hogges to feed in, about twelve English miles at 
ground, by name, H ope in Faith, Coxen. Dale, secured by 
five Forts, called Charity Fort, Mount Malado, a Retreat 
or Guest-house for sicke people, a high seate, and whol-
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some ayre, Elizabeth Fort, and Fort P atience : and here 
hath Master vVhitacres chosen his Parsonage, or Church­
land, some hundred Acres im paled, and a faire fr amed 
Parsonage house built thereupon, called Rocke H all. 
Of th.is Towne, and all the Forts thereunto belonging, 
hath Captainc James Davis the principall Command and 
Government. 

A.D. 
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I proceed to our next and most hopefull habi tation, 
whether wee respect commoditie or securitie (which we 
principally ayme at) against fatraine designes and invasion, 
I meane the Bermuda Cirie, begun about Christmasse Btrmllda a 

last, which because it is the neercst adjoyning to Henrico, rity. 

though the last undertaken, 1 hold it pertinent to handle 
in the next place. This Towne, or Plantation is seated 
by Land, some five miles from Henrico, by water four-
teene, being the yeere before the habitation of the 
Appamatucks, to revenge the treacherous injurie of 
those people done unto us, taken from them, besides 
all their Corne, the former before without the losse of 
any, save ondy some few of those Indians (pretending 
our hurt) at what time Sir T homas Dale, being himselfe 
upon that service, and duely considering how commo-
dious a habitation and scate it might be for us, tooke 
resolution to possesse and plant it, and at that very 
instant, gave it the name of the !lew Bermudas, where- Hlilldrtdt ter 

unto he hath laid out, and annexed to bee belonging qut alld 
to the Freedome, and Corporation for ever, many miles di,tillguishtJ. 

Frtlldt 
of Champion, and vVood-land, in severall Hundreds, as di>plalltd. 
the upper and nether Hundreds, Roch-dale H undred, LMg 
\Vests Sherly Hundred, and Digges his Hundred. di/CqurJtl. 

C'ptaine Argalls Northward discoveries towardes [al/lXIlld III 'he 

S d P R AlltMr; hut 
acadehoc, and beyon to ort oyall, Sancta Crux, Yirgillia is 

and thereabout may not bee concealed: In which his hTfJligJ.rluuch 
adventures, if he had brought home no commoditie all ah,.iJge­
to the Colony (which yet he did very much, both of mnlf ,hat 1 

. . hafle IfC heart 
apparell, vlctuaJls, and many other necessaries) the tofillllfQ him 
honour which he hath done unto our Nation, by dis- or o,hm ill 
planting th e French, there beginn ing to seat and fortifie thallillJ. 
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within our limits, and taking of their Ship & Pinnace, 
which he brought to James Towne, would have been 
reward enough for his paines, and will ever speake loud 
his honour, and approved valour. 

Chap. Xl. 
A. Letter of Sir Thomas Dale, and another of 

Master 'Vhitakers, from James Towne In 
Virginia, June 18. 1614. And a piece of 
a Tractate, written by the said Master 
'Vhitakers from Virginia the yeere before. 

To the R. and my most esteemed friend, M. D. M. 
at his house at F. Ch. in London. 

Reverend Sir, by Sir Thomas Gates 1 
wrote unto you, of such occasions as then 
pre3tnted themselves, and now againe by 
this worthy Gentleman Captaine Argall I 
salute you: for such is the reverend 
regard I have of you, as I cannot omit 
any occasion to expresse the sincere 

affection I beare you. You have ever given mee 
encouragements to persevere in this Religious Warfare, 
untill your last Letters; not for that you lire now 
lesse well affected thereunto: but because you see the 
Action to be in danger of their non-performances who 
undertooke the businesse. I have undertaken, and have 
as faithfully, and with all my might indeavoured the pro­
secution with aU aJacritie, as God that knoweth the heart 
can beare me record, what recompence, or what rewards, 
by whom, or when r know not where to expect; but 
from him in whose Vineward I labour, whose Church 
with greedy appetite I desire to erect. My glorious 

Pri,uH",ry. Master is gone, that would have ennamelled with his 
favours the labors r undertake, for Gods cause, and 
his immortall honour. Hee was the Great Captaine 
of our Israel, the hope to have builded up this heavenly 
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nc=w Jc:ru ulem, he Intl!rred (I Ihinkc) the whole (nme of 
th is hu .. in~~e, fell into hi'! Sr:t\'c for mOSt rncn~ forwarJ 
(at lea .. t <:ecming so) de .. ircs are quenched. and Virginia 
~t2nJs in dc"peratc tu.l.arJ. You there doc rOUT duties, 
I wiJl no 1\"01.,' omit mUle, the lime I promised to labour. 
IS I.'xplred: It is not a roke 01 Oxen hath drawne mec 
from this feast: it is not the nl.1rm.ge of a WIfe makes me 
hast home, though that saBat give mee an appetite to 
cause me returne. But 1 have more care of the Stock, 
thcn to set upon a Dye, and rather put m)' scire to the 
cUrII.:sie of noble and worth v censures, then ruine this 
\\'orkc; and have a Jury (nay a million) of foule 
mouthed detracters, scan uron my endeavours, the ends 
whereof ther cannot dive into. You shall briefly under· 
stand what hath betide smce my laSt, and how we now 
stand, and are likely to grow to perfection, if wee be not 
altogether neglected, my stay g rounded upon such reason, 
as had I now returned, it would have hazarded the ruine 
of all. 

Sir Thomas Gates having imbarked himselfe for Sir T. Dt1.(J 
England , I put my selfe into Captaine ArgaUs ship, with j " .... _, to 

h d d dfic . r' d h b PW;h.:JflllI a un re an In e. me~ In my rigor, an at er oa~s C~It':J1'"1, T,;i, 
we~t unto Pamaunkl7' R iver, where Powhatan hath hiS j/llll'r~(,II,;rg( 
reSidence, and can In two or three dayes, draw a tldi"r""',,,-i:'; 
thousand men together; with me I carried his daughter, r,;~ p.:rri-Itkr 
who had bt:cne long prisoner with us, it was a day or IT''''''/lQII(lj 

r (".,;"" I fir 
two before wee heard 0 them: At length they demanded 'writ;t ';lIrt 
why wee came; I gave for answere, that I came to c",mrJ) f,)' 

bring him his daughter, conditionally he would (as hath .\1. Jim"". 

beene agreed upon for her ransomc) render all the 
Armes, Tooles, Swords, and men that had run away, 
and to give me a ship full of Corne, for the wrong 
hee had done unto us: if they would doe this, wee 
would be friends, if not burne all. They demanded 
time to send to their King; I assented, I taking, they 
receiving tViO pledges, to carry my message to Pow-
hatan. All night my two men lay nOt farre from the 
"Water side, about noone the next day they told them 
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the great King was three da;es journer off, thar 
Opochanbno was hard br, to whom they would have 
had them deliver their message, saying. That what hee 
agreed upon and did, the great King would confi rmc. 
This Opocankano is brother to Powhat;m, and is. hIS 
and their chlefe Captainc: and onc that call as soone 
(if not sooner) as Powhatan command the mell. But 
my men refused to doe mr message UlltO any S.\·c 
Powhatan, so ther were brought backe, and I sent 
theirs to thenl; they told me that ther would fetch 
Simons to me, who had thrice plaid thc rUl\nagali~, 
whose Iycs anti villan)" much hindred our trade for 
Corne: But the)" dda)"l!d us, so as we went ashore they 
shot at us, we were not behinde hand with them, killed 
some, hurt others, marched mto the Land, burnt thClf 
houses, cooke their Cornc:, 3mi qU2rtc:red all night 
nshoare. 

The next day we Wl;!nt further up the River, the~' 
dogged us and caUed to know whither we went; wee 
answered, To burne all, if the}' would not doe as We 

demanded, and had been.:: agreed upon. They would 
they said, hrlng all the next day so we forba.re all 
hostilirie, went 3shoare, their men in good numbers 
comming amongSt us, but we were very C:l.utious, llnd 
stood to our Armes. The Kings daughter went a.shoa~ 
but would not talke to any ot them. scarce to them of 
the best sort, and to them andy, that if her father 
had loved her, he would not value her lesse then old 
Swords, Peee!!s, or .-\xcs: wherefore shee should still 
dwell with the English men, who loved hcr. At I:tst 
came one from Powhatan, who told us, th:1t Simons 
was run away. to Nonsowhaicond, which w~s a trmh, 
:l.S afterwards appeared, but th.1t the other English Illan 
was dead, that proved :l lie (for since M. H amor, whom 
I employed to Powhatan brou~ht him to mt:e) our 
Peeces, Swords, and Tooles withIn nftecne dayes, should 
be selll to Ja mes Towne, with some Corne, and that 
his daughter should be my chilr.l. and ever dwdl with. .. , 
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mcc. desirtng to he: ~ver friends, and named such of 
his people, and neighbour Kings, as hee dc:sired to be 
included, and have the benefit of the peace , pronm1l1g 
Ii am' of our men came to him, without leave from 
mec, . he "culd send them backc: ::mJ that if any of 
his mcn ~rale (rom us, or killed our cattell, hee would 
~nJ them to us to bee punished as wee thought Ilt. 
\Yith these conditions wee returned, and WIthin the 
lime Iimitted, part of our ;\rmes were sent, and twentie 
men with Corne, and promised more, which he hath 
abo sent. Opachankano desired I would call him 
friend, and that he might call me so, sa~·illg, Ht:e was 
a great Captaine, and did alw3res fight: that I was also 
a great Captaine, and therefon~ he loved mec; and that 
my friends should bee his friends. So tht: bargainc was 
maJe, and ever)' eight or [en dares, I have messages 
and presents from him, with many appearances that he 
much desireth to continue friendship. 

Now mar you judge Sir, if the God of Battailcs had 
not a helping hand in this, that having our Swords 
drawnc, k. illing their men, burning their houses, and 
taking their corne: yet they tend red us reace, and 
strive I\·i th all alacritic to keepe us in good opinion 
of them; by which ma ny benefits arise unto us. F irst, 
part o f ou r Armes, disgr:l.cefuBy lost long agoe (kept 
by the Savages as MonumentS and Trophies of our 
shames) redelivered, some repaire to o ur H onor. Our 
catell to increast:, without danger of destroying, ou r 
men at libertie to hunt freely for Venison, to fish, to 
doe any thing else, or goe an)' whither without da nger; 
to follow the hu sbanding of our corne secu rel}', whereof 
wee have above five hundred Acres set, and God be 
praised, in more forwardnesse then any of the Indians, 
that 1 have seene or heard of this yeeres, Roots and 
Hearbs we have abundance; all doubt of want is by 
Gods blessing quite vanished, and much plentie expected. 
And which is not the least materiall. wee may by th is 
peace come to discover the Countrey better, both by 
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our owne travells, and by the relation of the Savages, 
as we grow in familiaritie with them. 

P~Ul~JfllfaS Powhatans daughter I caused to be carefully instructed 
~r1fd/~of in Christian Religion, who after she had made some 
;'a::q;ra;~/;'t good progresse therein, renounced publikely her Countrey 
"'aJ pruptrly Idolatry, openly confessed her Christian Faith, was, as 
IIaflld)affim shee desired, baptized, and is since married to an English 
ra{ltdRt~{((a. G I f d d d" ( b h" L ent eman a goo un erstan tng as y IS eHer unto 

me, containing the reasons of his marriage of her you 
may perceive) another knot to binde this peace the 
stronger. Her Father and friends gave approbation to 
it, and her Uncle gave her to him in the Church: shee 
Jives civilly and lovingly with him, and I trust will 
increase in goodnesse, as the knowledge of God increaseth 
in her. Shee will gee into England with mee, and were 
it but the gaining of this one soule, I will thinke my 
time, toile, and present stay well spent. 

Since this accident, the Governours and people of 
Checkahomallies, who are five hundred Bow-men, and 
better, a stout and warlike Nation, have made meanes 
to have us come unto them, and conclude a peace, where 
all the Governours would meet me. They having thus 
three or foure times importuned me, I resolved to goe; 
so having Captaine Argall, with fiftie men in my Frigot 

[IV. ix. and Barge I went thither: Captaine Argall with forty 
1 770 .] men landed, I kept aboard for some reasons. Upon 

the meeting they told Captaine Argall they had longed 
to be friends, that they had no King, but eight great 
men, who governed them. He told them that we came 
to be friends, asked them if they would have King 
James to be their King, and whether they would be 
his men? They after some conference betweene them­
selves, seemed willing of both, demanding if we would 
fight against their enemies; he told them that if any 
did them injury, they should send me word, and I would 
agree them, or if their adversaries would not, then I 
would let them have as many men as they would to 
helpe them: they liked well of that, and told him that 
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.11 th~ i r men .. hould hd~ us. All this being agreed 
upon. C.ptaint Argall g:lIVc c\'try Counscllour a T ama­
hawk. and a ~cc of Copper, which was kindely [;iken ' 
they requc$lcd fUfther. thaI if t heir Boates should happc-n 
to mette Wllh our Boates, and that they .. aid they were 
the Chikahomlny Englishmen, and King .lames his men, 
wee would let them passe: we agreed unto it. SO that 
thc\.· pronounced themselves Englishmen, and King James 

nlJ tclk' 
,~t Ellg/'" 
T'IIt:II!(III1', 

t1t1J J U-' ..... 
hi .. men, promising within liftecne dares to come unto l~t"'IM(J N 
J ames T owne to see me, and conclude these conditions; ,-lIikJ. TIu­
even' Bowman being to give me :IS a T ribute to King It:rti lUim 

James two measures of Corne everr harvest, the twO ,;~" ""',/0 fj 
. bid hi' d 1 .:grU",t"'4U measures con taming two ushe s an a a It:, an to ,,, M. HamDrs 

gl\'e every Bowman a small T amahawke, and to everr O"'/U; Jur( 
Counseller a suit of red cloath, which did much please ·",iluJ. 

them. Th is people never acknowledged any King before, 
no nor ever would acknowledge Powhatan for their King; 
a stout people they be, and a delicate seate ther have. 

Now Sir you see our conditions, you, and all worthy 
men may judge, whether it would not be a griefe to 
see these hire hopes frostbitten, and these fresh budding 
plants to wither? which had I returned, had assu redly 
followed: for here is no one that the people would have 
governe them, but my sclfe: for I had now come awar, Sir T. DII.h 
had 1 not found a generall desire in the best SOrt to "perl if 
returne for England : Letter upon Letter, request upon I'irginill. In 

f h · r' d I k t:1f~1'ltr km,-request rom 1 ell' rru:n s to returne, so as new not 1# fltl Com-
upon whom to conferre the care of this businesse ill mil!mlll 
my absence: whom I though t fit was generall y distasted, u'rit({1t flt", 
so as seeing the eminent ensuing danger, should I have fi"rl r.,ht 
left this multitude, not yet fully refined, I am resolved h~sc',lI.ulgJDml 

'11 h b . d hi' 0/ r"f(~-to stay tl arvest e got tn, an t en sett e things J~ml pMI all 
according to my poore understanding, and returne: if I:gIIIIlT. ma} 
in the interim there come no authorised Governour liD way l#"'-

&om England. pare u'ilh_ thil 

C 'd I . h' be b h h· rD"""y,I"h(l" on51 er pray you, Since t tngs roug t to t IS jill'" mllm~ 
puae. as you see, and that J should have come away, Jilifl,orgIJlJJ­
if then through their factions, humor.;, mutinies, or 'um ifl.ilt. 
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indiscretion of the Chiefes r had left behinde, this should 
fall to ruine: I then should receive the imputation) and 
incurre the blame, for quitting the Plantation, ahhough 
I might doe it, both with my honour, my promised 
stay of time being expired, and having warrant f~om 
my Soveraigne, the Kings Majesty: but the precedent 
reasons moved mee and that this action of such price, 
such excellency and assured profit to mine owne know­
ledge should not dye to the $Corne of our Nation, and 
to give cause of laughter to the Papists, that desire our 
ruine. I can assure you, no Country of the world aITords 
more assured hopes of infinite riches, which both by 
mine owne peoples discovery, and the relation of such 
Savages, whose fidelity we have often found, assureth 
me. Oh why should so many Princes and Noblemen 
ingage themselves, and thereby intermedling herein, have 
caused a number of soules transport themselves, and be 
transported hithed Why should they (1 say) relinquish 
this so glorious an Action: for if their ends be to build 
God a Church, they ought to persevere: if otherwise, 
yet their honour ingageth them to be constant. How­
soever they stand aITected, here is enough to content 
them, let their ends be either for God, or Mammon. 

These things having animated me to stay for a little 
season, to leave those I am ticd in conscience to returne 
unto, to leave the assured benefits of my other fortunes, 
the swcete society of my friends and acquaintance, with 
all mundall delights, and reside here with much turmoile, 
which 1 will constantly doe, rather then see Gods glory 
diminished, my King and Countrey dishonored, and 
these poore people, I have the charge of, ruined. And 
so I beseech you to answer for me, if you heare me 
taxed for my staying, as some may justly doe, and 
that these are my chiefe motives God I take to witnesse. 
Remember me, and the cause I have ill hand, in your 
daily meditations, and reckon me in the number of 
those that doe sincerely love you and yours, and will 
ever rest in all offices of a friend, to doe you service. 
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T o my very deere and loving Cosen M. G. 
Mini ster of the B. F. in London. 

A.O. 

16 14. 

MlllIt, 

Alott/nd" 
IPI:iti1l,r u:4s 

Sir, the Colony here is much better . Si r T homas JM 10 rllIlt 

Dale, our Religious and valiant Governouf, hath ~:Z;;,(t;, 
now brought that to passe, which never before could be Dit.;", Dorlor 
effected. For by wattc upon our enemies, and kinde IfIhiliJlur 
usage of Oll r friends, he hath brought them to seeke Mtu/(r ifS. 

f d d d hlmJ Col, in fo, peace 0 us, which is rna e, an they arc not 
CII"''',idgt. 

breake. But that which is best, one Pocahuntas or WhAt 

Matoa the daughter of Powhatan, is married to an Ihl1drr.NI if 
honest and discreete English Gentleman Master Rolfe, m(ll 1/,., rkt 

h f h d I d C "1011 j" ,lIiJ and t at a tet she a open)' renounce her ountry 
agl, that ,h~ 

Idolatry, professed (he faith of Jesus Christ, and was 1m! dmrd"g 
baptised; which thing Sir Thomas Dale had laboured a slm.1d 'ItrJt 

long time to ground in her. cPQIQgit/ 
Yet notwithstanding, are the vertuous deedes of this imtrtlJ ~r ? 

worthy. Knight, much d~based, by the Letters w~ich P;j.::f;~i~~ 
some Wicked men have written from hence, and eS~Clally fl,.d~i"gsllffa· 
by one C. L. If you heare any condemne this noble iU, tlJ RJhQrt 

Knight, or doe feare to come hither, for those slanderous ~rst. and 6J 
Letters, you may upon my word boldly reprove them. J:~~:;;~ (0 

You know that no malefactors can abide the face of hjlls/. 
the J udge, but themselves scorning to be reproved, doe [Iv. ix. 
prosecute with all hatred, all those that labour their 17; LJ 
amendment. I marvaile much that any men of honest 
life, should feare the Sword of the Magistrate, which is 
unsheathed ondv ill their defence. 

But I much 'more muse, that so few of our English 
M inisters that were so hot against the Surp!is and sub­
scription: come hither where neither spoken of. Doe 
they not either wilfully hide their Tallents, or keepe 
themselves at home for feare of loosing a few pleasures? 
Be there not any amongst them of Moses his minde, 
and of the Apostles, that forsooke all to follow Christ? 
But I referre them to the Judge of all hearts, and to 
the King that shall reward everyone according to the 
gai ne of his T alent. But you my cosen, hold fast that 
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which you have, and I, though my promise of th re 
yeeres service to my Countrey be expi red, will abide 
in my vocation here untill I be lawfully called from 
hence. And so betaking us all unto the mercies of God 
in Christ J esus, I rest for ever. 

Part of a T rac tate written at H enrico in Virginia, 
by Master Alex. \Vhitaker, M ini:aer [ 0 the 
Colony there, which then governed by Sir 
T. Dale, 1613. 

T H ey acknowledge that there is a great good God, 
but know him not, having the eyes of their under­

standing as yet blinded: wherefore they serve the 
Divell for feare, after a most base manner, sacrificing 
sometimes (as I have here heard) their owne Children 
to him. 1 have sent one Image of their god to the 
Counsell in England. which is painted upon one side 
of a toad-stoole, much like unto a deformed monster. 

TJltir Pri(JI, Their Priests (whom tht:y call Quiokosoughs) are no 
"'IJI"t:m!(r~/ other but such as our English "\Vitches are. They live 
"mg. naked in body, as if their shame of their sinne deserved 

no covering: T heir names are as naked as their body: 
they esteeme it a vertue to lye, deceive, and steale, as 
their Master the Divell teacheth them. Much more 
might be said of their miserable condition, but I 
referre the particular narration of these things to some 
other season. 

T hese men are not so simple as some have supposed 
them: for the), are of body lust)" strong, and very 
nimble: they are a very understanding generation, quicke 
of apprehension, suddaine ill their dispatches, subtile in 
their dealings, exquisite in their inventions, and indus­
trious in thei r labour. I suppose the world hath no 
better marke-men with their Bowes :tnd Arrowes then 
they be; they will kill Birds fi}'i ng, Fishes swimming, 
and Beasts running: they shoote also with mervai lous 
strength, they shot one of our men being unharmed 
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quite throus.h the hody, and nailed both his arme, to 
his body with one Arrow; one of the'f Children also, 

.. about the age of twelve or thirteenc yeeres, killed a Bird 
wuh his Arrov.' in my sight. The service of their God 
is an~werable to their life, being performed with a great 
feare and attention, and many strange dumbe shewes 
used in the same, stretching forth their limbes, and 
straining their body. much like to the counterfeit women 
in England, who faine themselves bewitch cd, or possessed 
of some evil! spirit. 

They stand in great awe of the Quiokosoughs or 
Priests, which 3rc a generation of Vipers, even of Sat hans 
owne brood. The manner of their life is much like to 
the Popish H ermits of our age; (or ther live alone in the 
woods, in houses sequestred from the common course 
of men, neither may anr man be suffered to come into 
their house or to speake with them, but when this Priest 
doth call him. H e taketh no care for his victuals, for 
all such kinde of things both Bread and 'Vater, &c. 
are brought unto a place lIeere unto his cottage, and 
there are left, which hee fetcheth for his proper neede. 
If they would have raine, or have lost any thing, they 
have their recourse to him, who conjureth for them, 
and many times prevaileth. If they be sicke, he is 
their Physician; if they be wounded. he sucketh them. 
At his command they make warre and peace, neither 
doe they any thing of moment without him. I will 
not be tedious in these strange Narrations, when I 
have more perfectly entered into their secrets, you 
shall know alL Finally, there is a civilJ government 
amongst them wh ich they st rictly observe, and shew 

.... 0. 
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thereby that the law of ature dwelleth in them: for r~1 Nomo,,_ 
they have a rude kinde of Common-wealth , and rough 14(l j" his 

government wherein they both honOur and obey their rtflmu WOI 

Kings. Parents, and Governours, both greater and lesse, Hllrd h, B,r­

they observe the limits of their owne possessions. :~;;t~J 
Murther is scarsly heard of: Adultery and other offences $ot,oge !ti, 
severely punished. ftll_. 
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PURCHAS HIS PILGRIMES 

The whole Continent of Virginia situate within the 
degrees of 34. and 47. is a place beautified by God, 
with all the ornaments of nature, and enriched with his 
earthly treasures: that part of it, which we already 
possesse, beginning at the Bay of Chresapheac, and 
stretching it selfe in Northerly latitude to the degrees 
of 39. and 40. is interlined with seven most goodly 
Rivers, the least whereof is equall to our River of 
Thames: and all these Rivers arc so neerely joyned, 
as that there is not very much distance of dry ground 
betweene either of them, and those several! maine lands 
are every where watered with many veines or creekes of 
water, which sundry waies doe overthwart the land, and 
make it almost navigable from one River to the other. 
The commodity whereof to those that shall inhabite this 
land is infinite, in respect of the speedy and easie trans­
portance of goods from one River to the other, I 
cannot better manifest it unto you, but in advising you 
to consider whether the water or land hath beene more 
bencficiall to the Low-Countries. To the River which 
we inhabit (commonly called Powhatans River) ebbeth 
and floweth one hundred and forty miles into the 
maine; at the mouth whereof are the two Forts of 
Henrico and Charles: two and forty miles upward is 
the first and Mother-Christian Towne seated, called 
James-Towne; and seventy miles beyond that upward, 
is the new Towne of H enrico built, and so named in 
the memory of Noble Prince Henry of lasting and 
blessed memory: tenne miles beyond this is a place 
cal!ed the ":tIs, because the Hi ver hath there a great 
descent ['tlling downe between many mineral! Rockes 
which be there: twelve miles farther beyond this place 
is there a Christall Rocke wherewith the Indians doe 
head many of their Arrowes : three dayes journey from 
thence is there a Rock or stony hill found, which is 
in the top covered all over with a perfect and most rich 
Silver oare. Our men that went to discover those parts 
had but two I ron Pickaxes with them, and those so ill 
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tanpercd, that the points of thc:rn turned againe, and 
bowed at every stroakc., so that we could not search 

'the entrailes of the place, yet some triall was made of 
that oare with good successe, and argument of much 
hope .• Six dayes journey beyond this Mine a great 
ridge of high hils doe runne along the maine land, not 
farrc from whom the Indians report a great Sea doth 
runne, which we commonly call a South Sea, but in 
respect of our habitation is a \Vest Sea, for there the 
Sun seucth from us. The higher ground is much like 
unto the molde of France, clay and sand being pro­
portionably mixed together at the top; but if we digge 
any depth Cas we have done for our Bricks) we finde 
it to be red clay, full of glistering spangles. There be 
many rockie places in all quarters; & more then pro­
bable likelihoods of rich Mines of aU sorts: though I 
knew aU, yet it were not convenient at this time that I 
should utter aU , neither have wee had meanes to search 
for any thing as we ought, thorough present want of 
men, and former wants of provision for the belly . As 
for iron, Steele, Antimonium, and Terrasigillata, they 
have rather offered themselves to our eyes and hands, 
then bin sought for of us. The Ayre of the Countrey 
(especially about H enrico and upward) is very temperate 
and agreeth well with our bodies. The extremity of 
Summer is not so hot as Spaine, nor the cold of Winter 
so sharpe as the frosts of England. T he Spring and 
H arvest are the two longest seasons and most pleasant, 
the Summer and W inter are both but short. The Winter 
is for the most part dry and faire, but the Summer 
watered often with many great and sodaine showers of 
nine; whereby the cold of Winter is warmed, and the 
heate of Summer cooled. Many have died with us 
heretofore thorough their owne fi lthinesse and want of 
bodily comforts for sicke men; hut now very few are 
IIiclte among us: not above three persons amongst all 
the inhabitants of H enrico i I would to God our soutes 
were no sicker then our bodies. 
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PURCHAS HIS PILGRIMES 

The naturall people of the Land are generally such 
as you heard of before. A people to be feared of those 
that come upon them without defensive Armor, but 
otherwise faint-hearted (if they see their Arrowes can­
not pierce) and easie to be subdued. Shirts of Male, 
or quilted cotten coates are the best defence against 
them. There is but one or two of their petty Kings, 
that for feare of us have desired our friendship; and 
those keepe good quarter with us, being very pleasant 
amongst us, and (if occasion be) serviceable unto us. 
Our eldest friends be Pipisco and Choapokc, who are our 
overthwart neighbours at James-Towne, and have beene 
friendly to us in our great want. The other is the 
Werowance of Chescheak, who but lately traded with 
us peaceably. If we were once the masters of their 
Country, and they stood in feare of us (which might 
with few hands imployed about nothing else, be in 
short time brought to passe) it were an easie matter to 
make them willingly to forsake the Divell, to embrace 
the faith of Jesus Christ, and to be baptized. Besides, 
you cannot easily judge how much they would be 
availeable to us in our Discoveries of the Countrey, in 
our Buildings and Plantings, and quiet provision for 
our selves, when we may peaceably passe from place 
to place without ncede of Armes or Guard. 

The meanes for our people to live and subsist here 
of themselves are many and most certaine both for Beasts, 
Birds, and Hearbes. The Beasts of the Countrey are 
for the most part wilde: as Lyons, Heares, Wolves and 
Deere : Foxes blackc and red, Rakown!, Bevers, Pos­
sowns, Squerrels, Wilde-Cats, whose skins are of great 
price, and Muske-Rats which yeelde Muske as the 
Muske-Cats doe. There be two kindes of Beasts 
amongst these most strange; one of them is the female 
Possowne, which will let forth her yong out of her 
belly, and take them up into her belly againe at her 
pleasure without hurt to her selfe; neither thinke this 
to be a Travellers tale, but the very truth; for nature 
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hath framc=d her fit for that service, my eyes have becne 
witnesse unto it, and we have sent of them and thdr 

A.I). 

161 3-

• yang ones into England. The other strange conditioned 
creature is the flying Squirrell, which thorough the helpc FIJ;", 
of c~rtaine broad flaps of skin growing on each side of $,II,,.,.tll. 

her forelegs, will fiye from tree to tree twenty or thirty 
paces at one flight and more, if she have the benefit of 
a small breath of winde. Besides these, since our cam-
ming hither, we have brought both Kine, Goates, and 
Hogges, which prosper well, and wo uld multiply exceed-
ingly, if they might be provided for. This Countrer 
besides is replenished with Birds of all sorts, which have 
bin the best sustenance of flesh, which our mcn have 
had since they came; also Eagels and Haukes of all sorts, [IV. il. 
amongst whom are Auspreys, fishing Hauke, and the l in·) 
Cormorant. The woods be every where full of wilde 
Turkies, which abound, and will runne as swift as a 
Greyhound. In winter our fields be full of Cranes, F~/t. 
Herons, Pigeons, Partridges and Blackbirds: the Rivers 
and creekes be over-spread every where with water fault: 
of the greatest and least sort, as Swans, Rockes of Geese 
and Brants, Ducke and Mallard, Sheldrakes, Dyvers, &c. 
besides many other kindes of rare and delectable Birds, 
whose names and natures I cannot yet recite, but wt: 
want the meanes to take them. The Rivers abound with 
Fish both small and great; the Sea-fish come into our Fith. 

Rivers in March, & continue untill the end of September: 
great sculls of Herings come in first: Shads of a great 
bignesse, and Rock-fish follow them. T routs, Base, 
Flounders, and other dainty fish come in before the other 
be gone: then come multitudes of great Sturgeons, 
whereof we catch many, and should do more, but that 
we want good Nets answerable to the breadth and deapth 
of our Rivers: besides, our channels are so fou le in the 
bottome with great logges and trees, that we often breake 
our Nets upon them: I cannot reckon nor give proper NtlJ. 

names to the divers kindes of fresh fish in aUf Rivers; I 
have caught with mine Angle, P ike, Karpe, Eele, Perches 
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of six sevenU ltindcs., Crea-fish, and the Torope or liGtJe 
Turtle, besides man)' .maller kindes. &c. 

Chap. XII. 

or the Lotrcry: Sir Tbomas Dales returne: the 
paninrds in Virginia. Of Pocahantas and 

T omocomo: Captainc Yerdley and Cnptamc 
Argoll (both since: Knighted) their Govern­
ment; the Lord La- Warrs death, and other 
occurrents till Anno 161 9. 

ilh""lO you nllvc heard the Authors them­
selves speak of their ownc affiaire!. Now 
we must for continuation and consumma­
tion of our Story. borrow a few CoUec:tions 
from others, where the Authors rhcmsc.lvo 
h:IVC not comne to our hands, Wherdn 
that industrious Gentleman Captainc John 

Smi th still breathing Virginia, and diligent enquiry and 
writing, as sometime by discovery and doing to shew 
his 'tcnlc to [,his action (for $e(:ing he cannot then: be 
employed to performe Virginian exploits worthy the 
writing. here he t'mployeth himsdfe to write Virginian 
:1ffuires worthy the rellding) having compiled 11 long 
HL!tOry of that :tnd the Summer Hand pbnt'lltlon. and 
of New England in six Bookes. hath gently communi­
cated the same to mine. that is to thine, as intended to 
the Worlds usc. Out of his rich fidds I have gle:aned 
these handfuls, ;:adding thereto the crop nlso of mine owne 
industry. 

Sir Thomas Gutes returned from Virginia in March. 
:tnd Captaine Arg:tll in June following 161". and so 
:lIIimntcd by their hopefull reports the Adventurers, th;lt 
the gre".Ll stllnding Lottery WliS dr.l.wne Anno 161~. in the 
Wcst end of Pauls ChurchYllrd (where hefoN:. :as In many 
other placcs after. n running Lottery of smaller Ildvcnturts 
hQd bcene u~ed) in which the Priu'S were proportioned ". 



OCCURRENTS IN VIRGINIA 

from two crownes (which was {he least) to divers 
thousands, arising in ordinary assents and degrees-, 

• casually accruing as the lot fell, and paid in money or 
in Plate there set forth to view, provided that if any chose 
motley rather then Plate or goods for paiment, in summes 
above ten (rOWnes, he was to abate the tenth part. The 
orders of this Lottery were published, and courses taken 
to prevent frauds. 

Whiles Sir Thomas Dale was in Virginia, it chanced 
that a Spanish Ship beate up and downe before Point 
Comfort, and sent ashoare for a Pilot. Captaine James 
Davies sent them one, with whom they presently sailed 
away, leaving three of their company behincle. These, 
upon examination, confessed that having lost their 
Admirall, accident had forced them into those parts; 
two of them said they were Captaines of chiefe command 
in the Fleete. They received good usage there, till one 
of them was found to be an Englishman, which in the 
great Fleete 1588. had bin a Pilot to the Spaniards, and 
now exercised his wonted trechery, having induced some 
malecontents to runne away with a small Barke. This 
darknesse being brought to light, some of them were 
executed, and he expecting no better, confessed that two 
or three Spanish Ships were at Sea, on purpose to discover 
the state of the Colony: but their Commission was not 
to be opened till they arrived in the Bay, so that he knew 
no further. One of the Spaniards died, the other was 
sent for England, and this fellow was now reprived , but 
(as became such a Pilot) was hanged at Sea in Sir Thomas 
Dales returne. The English Pilot which they had carried 
away to Spaine, after long imprisonment by much suite 
recovered his liberty and Country. 

Sir T homas Dale having thus established things as you 
have heard, returned thence, appointing Captaine George 
Yardl), his deputy Governour in his absence, and arrived 
at Plim mouth in Mayor June 4. 16 I 6. to advance the 
good of the Plantation, Master Rolfe also with Rebecca 
his new convert and consor:, and Uttamatamakin 
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P URCIIAS HIS PILGRIMES 

(commonly called T omocomo) one of Poharans Coun­
sellours came: over ar rhe same time. With this Savage 
1 have often conversed at my good friends Master Doctor "' 
Goldstone. where he \V2S a frequent guest; and where J 
h:n'e both seen him sing and dance his diabo:.icall 
mosures. and he:trd him discou rse of his Countrey and 
Religion . Sir T ho. DOiles man being thc Interpretour. as I 
have c:lsewhere shewed. Master Rolfe lent mee a dis­
cou rse. which he had wriuen of the estate of Virginia 
at th:u time, out of which J collected those things which I 
have in my Pilg rimage dc:livered. j\ nd his wife did not 
onel), Ilccustome her sdfe to eivilitie, bu t slill earned her 
selfe as the Daughter of a King, and WJ5 accordingly 
respected. not onely by the Comp:any, which allowed 
provision for her sclfe and her sonne, but of divers 
puticu lar persons of H onor. in their hopefuJl zc:ale by 
her to 2dv2lnce Chmti2nuie. I was present, when my 
l-I onornblc: & Reverend Patron, the L. Bishop of London, 
Doctor 1\1I1g entertained her with fc:stiva.ll state and 
pompe, hevond what I have scene In his grot hospitalitie 
afforded to other Ladies. At her returne tOW3.rds 
\,ir~inia she: came at Gravesend to her end and grave. 
havltl~ given great demonstration of her Christian 
sincentie, as the fi rst fruirs of Virgin ian conversion, 
laVing here a goJ l)' memory. and the hopes of her 
resurrection, her soule aspiring to see and enjoy 
presently in heaven, what here shee had joycd to heart: 
and beleeve of her beloved Saviour. Not such w:u 
T omocomo. but a blasphemer of whItt h~ knew not, and 
preferring hIS God to ours, beCluse he taught them (by 
hi s owne so appearing) to wC'J. re their On ill-lock at (he 
left e:lre; hee acquainted mee ..... Hh the: man ncr of that 
his appearance. and belce\'ed that this Okee or Devil 
had taught them their husbandry, &c. Powhatan was 
at this time: of th eir comming gone Southw:lrds. for fcare 
(as some thou~ht) least Opachancanough his brother 
should jo)'ne With the English against him. H is a~ 
was not so g reat lIS some have reported . the), rt:ckoni ng 
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en=r)' Spring and Autumne for distinct )'~res. T omo­
como was as wise in computation of his s.1 i1ing. reckoning 
'each night (when h~ expected they should have anchored 
by the shoare) as another day. H ee is said also to 
have'set up with notches on a stick the numbers of men, 
being sent to see and signifie the truth of the multitudes 
rt:ported to his Master. But his arithmetike soone failed, 
and wonder did no Jesse amaze him at the sight of so 
much Corne and Trees in his camming from Plimmouth 
to London, the Virginians imagining that defect thereof 
here had brought us thither. 

But let us returne to Captaine Smiths Relations. T he 
new Governollr applied himselfe to the readiest way of 
gaine in planting Tobacco; and though Sir T ho. Dale 
had caused much Corne to be planted, yet the new 
supplies easing them of that superAuitie, hee sent to the 
Chickahaminies for the tribute Corne which Sir T homas 
Dale and Captaine Argall had conditioned with them, 
but received a bad answere. Whereupon hee gathered 
a hundred men, and twelve of them were slaine, twelve 
others captived, and returned to James Towne with three 
Boats laden with corne, of which one hasting to bring the 
newes was overset, and eleven men, together with the 
goods drowned. Captaine Spelman by his language did 
them good service. T his, together with the league which 
they had wi th Opachankanough enemy to the former, put 
them so in feare, that ours followed their labou rs quietly, 
and other Nations also brought them provisions and 
would hunt for them. Captaine Yeardly is taxed for 
suffering two of his Savages to use the Peece in their 
game and therein to grow expert; a thing reported to 
have beene practised by some others. Yet whiles hee 
staied in the government they lived quietly with the 
Savages, but g rudges grew amongst themselves. 

A. 16 17. Captaine Yeardly ret urned fo r England, after 
the arnvall of Captaine Argall, sent thither to be deputie 
Governour. 

Captaine Argall was sent in th e George, and with Capt. 
" 9 
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Hamor his Vice-Admirall, in May, ,617- arrived at 
James Towne, where hee found things in much disorder. 
which hee sought to redresse. Their cattell were now 
weU encreased, and both of their owne growing, and from 

16 18. the Savages they had store of Corne, A. 161 8. happened 
GrtatdrDugltt. a great drought, and such a cruell stOfme of haile, that it 

did much hurt to their Corne and Tobacco. The Maga­
zine that came in the George, being five moneths in her 
passage proved badly conditioned. 

L. Df . /4-
IP4rs lint 
WJ"gu 411d 

,-Iuf" . 
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Killillglm~ 
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To supply them, the Company furnished and set forth 
in Aprill a Ship of two hundred and fiftic tunnes, with 
two hund red people. The Lord De-la-war went therein, 
and at the lIand of Saint Michael was honourably feasted. 
Departing from thence, they were long troubled with 
contrary windes, in wh ich time many feU sicke, thirtie 
died, one of which W3$ that honourable Lord of noble 
memory. The rest refreshed themselves on that Coast 
of New England, with Fish, Fowle, Wood, and Water, 
and after sixteene weekes spent at Sea, arrived in 
Virginia. 

The Ship called the Treasurer not long after came 
thither with fortie Passengers, before the other Ship was 
gone. They now had used the Plow, and reaped good 
Corne, and they writ for more Plow-harnesse to be 
sent them. 

Richard Killingbeck with foure others, going to trade 
secretly with the people of Chickahaminias, either for 
revenge of some before slaine in Captaine Yerdlyes 
expedition, or for covetousnesse of their goods were 
assaulted by the Savages, one of which had a Peece 
furnished and therewith shot Killingbeck dead; the rest 
also were all slaine, stripped, and spoyled. Other 
murthers also were done by other Savages, which 
Opachankanough excused by ignorance, and for the 
former, hee sent a basket of earth, in token of the 
gift and possession of that Towne where they dwelt, 
to Captaine Argal, desiring him not to revenge the fault 
of a few, which for feare of revenge were fled to the 

"" 

, 



OCCUHHENTS IN VIltGINIA 

'Voods, on their innocent neighbours. 
Rolfe. 

Sam. Arg. Jo. 

Master Rolfe writ , June 15- 161 8. that Powhatan P_luU(UII 

died In Aprill before, !tepatan his second brother 'rIlIA. 
suc~eeded, who with Opachanckanough had confirmed 
the league with the Colon)". May I r. happened at 
J ames T owne in the night, a terrible storme which 
lasted about halfe an haure, and poured downe haile-
stones eight or nine inches about. 

A. ,619. Sir Edwin Sands being chosen Treasurer, Si .. EdrQjn 
Captaine Yerdley was knighted and sent Governour $1111', 

7'1'(4111rtr. into Virginia. A little Pinnace had arrived some 
twelve dares before him, in which Captaine Argall 
returned, leaving in his place Captaine Nathaniel Powel. 
As for their digusts given the Company (in their 
apprehension) by Captaine Argall, I am not fully 
informed, or lust to bee the Informer. 

Sir George Yerdly arriving Aprill lB. filled the Colony 
with joyful! hopes of better successe at his arrivall, 
and 1 freely acknowledge the Treasurers great study 
and care was worthy (had God so pleased) of better 
events, then by unexpected accidents have since 
happened. 

Captaine West, Captaine Powel, Master Pory, Master 
Rolfe, Master Wickam, Master Macock, were added to 
the Councell. A P innace of Captaine Bargrave, another 
of Captaine Lawnes, and a third of M aster Evans, 
and the Marget of Bristol arrived. Some scandalous 
Letters, which laid a false imputation on the Countrey, 

Sir GfQrgT 
rudlT} 
GOt·ulIour. 

caused enquiry to bee made, where by men of best 
experience was found, that an industrious man not ProfillO bT 
otherwise imployed, may well husband foure Acres of ;~dT.i~ 
Corne, and one thousand Plants of T obacco, of which Irgmlo. 

many to have much, neglect the goodnesse (in suffer-
ing too many leaves to grow on one stalke) and ma ny 
Tobaccomongers in England are said to sell the best 
of it in other names, calling all their trash Virginian, 
and so at once rob both England and Virginia. June 
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25. the Triall came in with Corne and Cattell. T he 
Governour and Counsell caused Burgesses to be chosen 
in an places, and a generall assembly was held for' 
consultation about the Colonies good. The ancient 
Planters being set free chose places to their content, 
and sweetncsse of proprictie made them emulous to 
exceed each other in building and planting. Many 
good instructions were sent from the Company, to amend 
the Virginian abuses and competencie of provision was 
appointed for Officers. 

But leave we awhile our Captaines Notes, and let us 
listen to that which the Company published, A. 1620. 

Chap. XIII. 

The estate of the Colony, A. 1620. and Master 
D ermers Letter to mee from Virginia, touch­
ing his Voyage for the South Sea. 

touching the present estate of our 
Colony ;n that Countrey, We have 
thought it not unfit thus much briefly 
to declare. Ther~ have beenc sent thither 
this last yeere, and are now presently 
in going, twelve hundred persons and 
upward, as particularly appeareth in the 

note above specified: and there are neere one thousand 
more remaining of those that were gone before. The 
men lately sent, have beene most of them choice mell, 
borne and bred up to labour and industry. Out of 
Devonshire, about an hundred men , brought up to 
Husbandry. Out of Warwickshire and Staffordshire, 
about one hundred and ten; and out of Sussex, about 
fortie ; all framed to Iron-workes: the rest dispersedly 
out of divers Shires of the Realme. There have beene 
also sundry persons of good qualitie, much commended 
for sufficiency, industry and honestie, provided and 
sent to take charge and government of those people. 
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T he care likewise that hath beene taken by directions, 
instructions, Charters and Commissions to reduce the 
people and affaires in Virginia into a regular course, 
hath been such and so great, that the Colony beginneth 
now to have the face and fashion of an orde rly State, and 
such as is likely to grow and prosper. The people are 

A.D. 

16:20. 

all divided into severall Burroughes; each man having Strtr4l1. 
the shares of Land due to him set out, to hold and Burrough/. 
enjoy to him and his Heires. The publike Lands for 
the Company here, for the Governour there, for the 
Colledge, and for each particular Burrough, for the 
Ministers also, and for divers other necessary Officers, 
are likewise laid out by order and bounded. T he par-
ticular Plantations for divers private Societies, are setled 
in their Seates, being alloned to their content, and each 
in convenient distance. The rigour of MartialJ Law, 
wherewith before they were governed, is reduced within 
the limits prescribed by his Majesty; and the laudable 
forme of Justice and government used in this Realme, 
established, and followed as neere as may be. The 
Governour is so restrained to a Counsell joyned with 
him, that he can doe wrong to no man, who may not 
have speedy remedy. Each Burrough, and each particular 
Plantation, partly hath, partly is bound to have in short 
time a sufficient Minister: for whom maintenance is 
ordained, to each of two hundred pounds a yeere value. 
\¥hich orderly proceeding there, by direction from hence, 
hath caused the Colony now at length to settle themselves 
in a firme resolution to perpetuate the Plantation. They [1\'. ill". 
fall to building of Houses, each for his owne private; 1776.] 
and the Generality to the rearing of publike Guest-
houses, for entertaining of new men upon their first 
arrivalJ. They fall to set up thei r Ploughes, to the 
planting of Vineyards; to the pursuing of the Staple 
Commodities furnished and commended from hence. In 
sum me, they are now so full of alacrity and cheereful-
nesse, that in a late generall Assembly, they have in the 
name of the Colony presented their greatest possible 
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thankes to the Company, for the care that hath beene 
taken for the sttling of the Plantation. Neither is it to 
be omitted, the care which hath beene had here lately aC 
home, for the reducing of aU the proceedings and affaire! 
of the Company, to an orderly course of good govern­
ment and Justice. Wherein to begin with the Fountaine 
thereof, his Majesties authontie and pleasure, there hath 
beene a collection made of all the branches of the same, 
dispersed in his Letters Patents, now three times renewed : 
as also out of other instructions proceeding from his 
Majestic. Out of both which, together with such otber 
Orders as (authorized by his Majestie) the Companie 
themselves have thought necessary to make, hath beene 
compiled a bookc of standing Orders and Constitutions, 
approved by the general! consent of all the Companie: 
whereby both the Company here, and the Colony in 
Virginia, have their businesse carried regularly. industri­
ously, and justly, every man knowing both his right and 
dutie, to their generall great content, and the great 
advancement of the Action, And whereas the Colony 
likewise have been often Sutors in eltt<:t. to reduce into a 
compendious and orderly forme of writing, the Lawes of 
England proper for the use of that Plantation, with 
addition of such other, as the nature of the place, the 
novelty of the Colony, and other important circumstances 
should necessarily require: A course is likewise taken for 
the effecting of this worke; yet so as to submit it first to 
his Majesties view and approbation; it being not fit that 
his Majesties Subjects should bee governed by any other 
Lawes, then such as receive the influence of their life 
from him, 

And now to come to that which concerneth the 
Adventurors in particular, by whose charges, care, lind 
labour (next unto his M:lJesties especiall grace) this 
fumous Plantation hath not onely beene undertaken, but 
through so many difficulties upheld and continued: wee 
should bee very greatly injurious to them, if we should. 
not acquaint them with this seasonable time, for the 
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reaping of that benefit and rew:1rd which is due unto 
them. \ Vee therefore Jet them know, that in this last 
)'eere now ended, there have beene g ranted by the 
Companr under their legall Seale, cleven severall Patents 
for particular Plantations; and morc are in hand to bee 
passed this next Quarter- Court. It is not unprobable 
that upon each of these Patents, divers hundreds of 
persons will scone P lant in Virginia: there have beene 
already transported upon the first, above three hundred 
men. These and other like P lanters, having priority of 
time, will have priority also in choice of the Seat of their 
Plantations. Seeing therefore the andy matter of retri­
bution to the Adventu rors, is by a {aire proportion of 
Land to them and their hcires, namely, of one hundred 
Acres for every share of twelve pounds and ten shillings, 
upon a first division; and as much more upon a second , 
the first being peopled; with fiftie Acres for every person 
(to bee doubled in like manner) which at their own 
charges they shall transport to inhabite in Virginia before 
the fou re and twentieth of Ju ne, 1625. if hee continue 
there three yeeres, either at one or severall times, or 
die after he is shipped fo r that voyage; It standeth them 
upon, who are not willing to be the least in the benefit to 
he partaked, not to be the last in setting forth to the 
choice and peopling of their Land. Wherein what favour 
or assistance may by us bee given them, they shall bee 
well assu red of it, in equall proportion with our selves, 
as thei r charges and long expectance have well deserved. 
And to the end that not onely the Adventurors now 
living, but the H ei res also of the deceased, may take 
certaine notice of the severall proportion of Land, which 
ratably to their Adventures in money are due and 
belongi ng to them. 
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A Note of the Shipping, Men, and Provisions sen t 
to Virgin ia, by the T reasurer and Company, in 
the yeere 1619. 

T H e Bona Nova of two hundred Tun, sent in August 
1619. with one hundred and twenty persons. T he 

Duty, of seventy T un, sent in January 1619. with 
fiftie one persons. The Jonathan of th ree hundred 
and nftie Tun, sent in February 16 19. with two hun­
dred persons. T he T riall, of two hundred Tun, sent in 
February 1619. with fortie persons, and sixtie Kine. 
T he Faulcon, of one hund red and nftie Tun, sent in 
February 1619. with thirtie sixe persons, fiftie two Kine, 
and foure Mares. T he London Merchant, of three 
hundred T un, sent in March 1619. with two hundred 
persons. The Swan of Barnstable, of one hundred 
Tunne, sent in March, 1619. with seven tie one persons. 
The Bonaventure of two hundred and fortie Tun, sent in 
April, 1620. with one hundred and fiftie three persons. 
Besides these, set out by the Treasurer and Company, 
there hath beene set out by particular Adventures for 
private Plantations. The Garland of two hundred and 
fiftie Tun, sent in June, 1619. for M. John Ferrars 
Plantation, with fortie five persons. Who are yet 
detained in the Summer Bands. A Ship of Bristoll, 
of eightie T un, sent in September, 1619. for M. 
Barkleys Plantation, with fortie five persons. There 
are also two Ships in providing to be shortly gone, for 
about three hundred persons more, to bee sent by private 
Adventurers to Virginia. The sum me of the persons one 
thousand two hundred sixtie one. Whereof in the eight 
Ships set out by the Treasurer and Company, eight hun­
dred seventie one. 

Of these persons there are sent for publike and other 
pious uses, these ensuing: Tenants for the Governours 
Land, besides £i.ftie sent the former Spring, eightie. 
T enants for the Companies Land, one hundred and 
thi rtie. Tenants for the Colledges Land, one hundred . 
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T enants for the Ministers glebe-Lands, fiftie. Young 
Maids to make Wives for so many of the former T enants, 

. ninetie. Boyes to make Apprentices for those T enants, 
one hundred. Servants for the publikc, fiftie. Men sent 
by l'heir labours, to beare up the charge of bringing up 
thirtie of the Infidels children in true Religion and Civilitie. 
The sum of persons for publike use, &c. six hundred and 
fiftie. The six hundred and eleven remaining, are sent 
for private Plantations. 

The Commodities which these people are directed C~"'m~d;trtJ. 
principally to apply (next to their own necessary main-
tenance) are these ensuing; Iron, for which are sent one 
hundred and fift;c persons, to set up three lron-workes; 
proofe having beene made of the extraordinary goodnesse 
of that lron. 

Cordage: for which (besides H empe) direction is given 
for the planting of Silke-grasse (naturally growing in 
those parts) in great abundance: which is approved to 
make the best Cordage and Linnen in the world. Of 
this, every housholder is bound to set one hundred 
Plants : and the Governour himselfe hath set five 
thousand. 

Pot-ashes and Sope-ashes, Pitch and Tarre: for the 
making whereof the Polacres are returned to their 
workes. 

T imber of all sorts, with Masts, Planks and Boords 
for provision of Shipping, &c. there being not so good 
T imber for all uses, in allY aile knowne Countrey what­
soever. And for the ease and encrease of divers of these 
workes, provision is sent of men and materialls, for the 
setting up of sundry Sawing Mills. 

Silke: for which that Coulltrer is exceeding proper, 
having innumerable store of Mulberr T rees of the best, and 
some Silk-wormes naturally found upon them, producing 
excellent Silke: some whereof is to be seene. For the 
setting up of which Com modi tie, his Majesty hath beenc 
graciously pleased now the second time (the fo rmer 
having miscarried) to bestow upon the Company plenty 
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of Silk-wormes-feed of his owne store, being the 
best. 

Vines: whereof the Countrey yeeldeth naturally great 
store, and of sundry sorts: which by culture will be 
brought to excellent perfection. For the etreccing 
whereof, divers skilfull Vignerons are sent, with store 
also from hence of Vine-plants of the best sorL 

Salt: which workes having beene lately suffered to 
decay, arc now ordered to bee set up in so great plentic, 
as /lot andy to serve the Colony for the present; but as is 
hoped in short time also the great Fishings on those 
Coasts. 

For the (oiJowing, working. and perfecting of these 
Commodities, aU provisions necessary for the present 
are sent in good abundance. As likewise the people 
that goe arc plentifully furnished with apparell, ~dding, 
victual! for sixe moneths: Implements both for the House 
and Labour, Armour, '''eapons, Tooles, and sundry 
other necessaries. And a supply of Armour, Powder, 
and many necessary provisions is made for those of 
the Colony which were there before; yet without any 
prejudice to the former Magazin. 

There have beene given to the Colony this yet:re by 
devout persons, these Gifts ensuing: Two persons 
unknowne, have given faire Plate, and other rich 
Ornaments for two Communion Tables; whereof one 
for the ColJedge, and the other for the Church of 
Mistresse Mary Rohinsons founding: who in the former 
yeere by her Volin, gave two hundred pounds towards the 
founding of a Church in Virginia. 

Another unknowne person (together with a godly 
Letter) hath lately sent to the Treasurer, five hundred 
and fitrie pounds in gold, for the bringing up of children 
of the Infidels: first in the Knowledge of God and true 
Religion; and next, in fit Trades whereby honestly to 
live. 

Master Nicolas Ferrar deceased, hath by his Will given 
three hundred pounds to the Colledge in Virginia, to bee 
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paid, when there shall be ten of the 1 nfidels children 
placro in it. And in the meane time (cure and twentie 
'pounds by yeere, to bee distributed unto three discreet 
and godly men in the Colony, which shall honestly bring 
up three of the Infidels children in Christian Religion, 
and some good course to live by. 

An unnamed person sent to the Treasurer the sum me 
of ten pounds, for advancing of the Plantation. 

There have beene Patents granted this yeere for par- PC/WI. 

ticular Plantations) as here ensueth: To the Socielie of 
Southamton Hundred. To Master Heath, Recorder of 
London. To Master \Vincop. To Master Tracie. 
To Doctor Bohun. To Master Pierce. To Master 
Delbridge. To Master Point?. To Master Barkley. 
To Captaine Bargrave. To Captaine Ward. Who 
have undertaken to transport to Virginia great multi· 
tudes of people, with store of cattell 

It is to be knowne, that touching the Colledge for the 
Infidels children, it hath beene thought more expedient to 
begin first with the planting and peopling of the Lands 
(which hath beene done this yeere) and afterwards to 
proceed to the erecting of the F abricke, which is to be 
performed out of the revenues of the Lands. 

T o his Worshipful! Friend M. Samuel Purchas, 
Preacher of the \,yord, at the Church a little 
wi thin Ludgate. London. 

Sir, 

I T was the nineteenth of May, before 1 was fitted for 
my discovery, when from Monahiggan I set sayle in 

an open Pinnace of five tun, for the Iland I told you of. 
I passed alongst the Coast where I found some antient 
Plantations, not long since populous now utterly void; 
in other places a remnant remaines, but not free of sic k­
nesse. T heir disease t he Plague, for wee might perceive 
the sores of some that had escaped, who described the 
spots of such as usually die. When I arrived at my 
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Savages native Country (finding all dead) I travelled 
alongst a daies journey Westward, to a place called 
Nummastaquyt, where finding Inhabitants, I dispatched 
a Messenger a dayes journey further West, to Poco­
naokit which bordereth on the Sea; whence came to 
see me two Kings, attended with a guard of fiftie armed 
men, who being well satisfied with that my Savage and I 
discoursed unto them (being desirous of noveltie) gave 
mee content in whatsoever I demanded, where I found 
that former relations were true. Here I redeemed a 
Frenchman, and afterwards another at Mastachusit, who 
three yeeres since escaped shipwracke at the North-east 
of Cape Cod. 1 must (amongst many things worthy 
observation) for want of leisure, therefore hence I passe 
(not mentioning any place where we touched in the way) 
to the IIand, which wee discovered the twelfth of June. 
Here we had good quarter with the Savages, who like­
wise confirmed former reports. I found seven several I 
places digged, sent home of the earth, with samples of 
other commodities elsewhere found, sounded the Coast, 
and the time being farre spent bare up for Monahiggan, 
arriving the three and twentieth of June, where wee found 
our Ship ready to depart. To this lIe are two other neere 
adjoyning, all which I called by the name of King James 
his lies, because from thence I had the first motives to 
search. For that (now probable passage) which may 
hereafter be both honourable and profitable to his 
Majestie. When I had dispatched with the ships ready 
to depart, I thus concluded for the accomplishing my 
businesse. In regard of the fewnesse of my men, not 
being able to leave behind mee a competent number for 
defence, and yet sufficiently furnish my selfe, I put most 
of my provisions aboard the Sampson of Cape Ward 
ready bound for Virginia, from whence hee came, taking 
no more into the Pinnace then I thought might serve our 
turnes, determining with Gods heJpe to search the Coast 
along, and at Virginia to supply our selves for a second 
discovery, if the first failed. But as the best actions are 
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commonly hardest in effecting, and are seldome without 
their crosses, so in this we had our share, and met with 

·many difficulties: for wee had not sayled above forty 
leagues, but wee were uken with a Southerly storme, 
whieh drave us to this strait; eyther we must weather 
a rockic point of und, or run into a broad Bay no lesse 
dangerous; Incidit in SyUam, &c. the Rockes wee could 
not weather, though wee loosed till wee received much 
water, but at last were forced to beare up for the Bay, 
and run on ground a furlong off the shoare, where we 
had beene beaten to pieces, had wee not instantly throwne 
overboard our provisions to have our lives; by which 
meanes we escaped and brought off our Pinnace the next 
high water without hurt, having our Planke broken , and 
a small leake or two which we easily mended. Being 
left in this misery, having lost much bread, aU our Beefe 
and Sider, some Meale and AppareU, with other provi­
sions and necessaries; having now little left besides hope 
to encourage us to persist: Yet after a little deliberation 
we resolved to proceed and departed with the next faire 
winde. \Ve had not now that faire quarter amongst the 
Savages as before, which 1 take it was by reason of our 
Savages absence, who desired (in regard of our long 
journey) to stay with some of our Savage friends at 
Sawahquatooke) for now almost every where, where they 
were of any strength they sought to betray us. At 
Manamock (the Southerne part of Cape Cod, now 
called Sutcliffe Inlets) I was unawares taken prisoner, 
when they sought to kill my men, which I left to man the 
Pinnace; but missing of their purpose, they demanded a 
ransome, which had, I was as farre from libertie as before: 
yet it pleased God at last, after a strange manner to 
deliver me, with three of them into my hands, and a 
little after the chiefe Sacheum himselfe; who seeing me 
weigh anchor, would have leaped overboard, but inter­
cepted, craved pardon, and sent for the Hatchets given 
for ransome, excusing himselfe by laying the fault on his 
neighbours ; and to be friends sent for a Caneas lading of 
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Corne, which received we set him free. I am loth to omit 
the story, wherein you would finde cause to admire the 
great mercy of God even in our greatest misery, in giving 
us both freedome and reliefe at one time. Departing 
hence, the next place we arrived at was Capaock, an nand 
formerly discovered by the English, where I met with 
Epinew a Savage that had lived in England, and speakes 
indifferent good English, who foure yeeres since being 
carried home, was reported to have beene slaine, with 
divers of his Countreymen, by Saylers, which was false. 
With him I had much conference, who gave mee very 
good satisfaction in every thing almost I could demand . 
Time not permitting mee to search here, which I should 
have done for sundry things of speciall moment: the 
wind faire, I stood away shaping my course as the Coast 
led mee, till I came to the most Westerly part where the 
Coast began to fall away Southerly. In my way I dis­
covered Land about thirtie leagues in length, heretofore 
taken for Mayne, where I feared I had beene imbayed, but 
by the helpe of an Indian I got to the Sea againe, through 
many crooked and streight passages. I let passe many 
accidents in this journey occasioned by treacherie, where 
wee were compelled twice to goe together by the eares, 
once the Savagt:s had great advantage of us in a streight, 
not above a Bowe shot, and where a multitude of Indians 
let flye at us from the banke, but it pleased God to make 
us victours: neere unto this wee found a most dangerous 
Catwract amongst small rockie Ilands, occasioned by two 
unequall tydes, the one ebbing and flowing two houres 
before the other: here wee lost an Anchor by the strength 
of the current, but found it deepe enough: from hence wee 
were carried in a short space by the tydes swiftnesse into a 
great Bay (to us so appearing) but indeede is broken 
land, which gave us light of the Sea: here, as I said, the 
Land treadeth Southerly. In this place 1 talked with 
many Salvages, who told me of two sundry passages to 
the great Sea on the West, offered me Pilots, and one 
of them drew me a Plot with Chalke upon a Chest, 
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whereby 1 found it a g reat lkmd, parted the two Seas; 
they report the one scarce passable fo r shoalds, perillous 
currents, the other no question to be made of. Having 
received these directions, I hasten to the place of greatest 
hope: where I purposed to make triaU of Gods goodnesse 
tOlVards us, and use my best endevour to bring the truth 
to light, but wee were but andy shewed the entrance, 
where in seeking to passe wee were forced backe with 
contrary and overblowing windes, hardly escaping both 
our lives. Being thus overcharged with weather, I stood 
aJongst the coast to seeke harbours, to attend a favour­
able gale to recover the streight, but being a harbourlesse 
Coast for ought we could then perceive, wee found no 
succour till wee arrived betwixt Cape Charles and the 
Maine on the East side the Bay Chestapeak, where in 
a wilde Roade wee anchored; and the next day (the eight 
of September) crossed the Bay to Kecoughtan, where the 
first newes strooke cold to our hearts, the generall sicke­
nesse over the Land . H ere 1 resolved with all possible 
speede to retume in pursuite of this businesse; so that 
after a little refreshing, wee recovered up the River to 
James Citie, and from thence to Cape Warde his P lan­
tacion, where immediately wee fe ll to hewing of Boards 
for a dose Decke, having found it a most desired course 
to attempt as before. As wee were thus labouring to 
effect our purposes, it pleased almighty God (who onely 
disposeth of the times and seasons, wherein all workes 
shall be accomplished) to visite us with his heavie hand, so 
that at one time there were but two of us able to helpe 
the rest, my selfe so sore shaken with a burning feaver, 
that I was brought even unto deaths dacre, but at length 
by Gods assistance escaped, and have now with the rest 
almost recovered my fo rmer strength. T he W inter 
having overtaken us (a time on these Coasts especially) 
subject to g usts and fearefull stormes, I have now resolved 
to choose a more temperate season, both for the generall 
good and our owne safeties. And thus I have sent you 
a broken discourse, though indeede very unwilling to 
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have given any notice at all, till it had pleased God to 
have blessed mee with a thorow search, that our eyes. 
might have witnessed the truth . I have drawne a Plot of 
the Coast, which I dare not yet part with for fear~ of 
danger, let this therefore serve for confirmation of your 
hopes, till I can better performe my promise and your 
desire, for what I have spoken I can produce at least 
mille testes; farre separate, of the Sea behinde them, 
and of Ships, which come many dayes journey from 
the West, and of the great extent of this Sea to the 
North and South, not knowing any bounds thereof 
Westward. I cease to trouble you till a better oppor­
tunity offer it selfe, remembring my best love, &c. I 
rest 

Yours to command, 

THo. DERMER. 

From Captaine Martyn his Plan­
tation. 27. Decemb. 1619. 

To Sir Edwin Sands in the Treasurership succeeded 
the right Honorable Henry Earle of Southampton, whose 
industry together with that of those two brethren John 
and Nicolas Farrars the successive Deputies, have given 
much content to many, but to divers others matter of 
complaint; wherein I am an unfit Judge; onely as a 
reasonable man and Christian Minister (that I say not 
Historian) I am much grieved that Virginias prosperity 
cannot answer mens hopes; nor can any man mervaile if 
divisions (minde-massacres) here, with the massacring 
Savages and diseases there, have hindred there the 
expected effects of honorable and careful! indevours. 
Master Stockam, a Minister, writ thence, ~ay the 
eight and twentieth, that which deserveth Just con­
sideration, that he found no probability by faire meanes 
alone to draw the Savages to goodnesse, and if Mars 
and Minerva went hand in hand, they would effect more 
good in One houre, then these verball Mercurians in 
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their lives: and till their Priests and Ancients have 
their throats cut, there is no hope to bring them to 
conversIon. 

Chap. XliII. 
A true Relation of a Sea Fight betweene two 

great and well appointed Spanish Ships, or 
Men of \Yarfe; and an English Ship, called 
the Margaret and John, or the Blacke Hodge, 
going for Virginia. 

taken our journey toward Virginia in 
b'I;;nn;ng of February last past, in a 

Blacke Hodge, her burthen 
one hundred and sixtie tunne, manned 
anely with eight Iron Pecces, and a poore 
Faulcon, we soonc over-passed both the 
tedious endurances and fearefull dangers 

of such a Voyage, and came at last by the foureteenth 
of March under I J. and halfe Latitude, within twenty 
leagues of Matalina. 

Falling with Mevis by the twentieth of March, and 
compassing the furthest point to stand in the handsommer 
with the shore, wee perceived two tall Ships at anchor 
right over against the watring place with their top sayles 
loose, and their Boates going ashoare for their men. At 
first we supposed them Hollanders, in respect of their 
building. and the Hollanders colours borne by their 
Admirall in the maine top, the vice Admirall having 
his fore top mast downe, and no colors displayed, which 
encreased our fo rmer opinion, adding withall that it must 
needes be prise, or some other Ship subject to the mis­
fortune of a fight. 

But driving by necessity of water, and willing to refresh 
our selves a shoare, wee trimmed our Ship, and came to 
anchor fairely by them, sending ou r Boate in friendly 
manner to hale them both unprovided and unarmed, 
which returned with certificate, that they were Spaniards, 
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wherein not fu ll y satisfied, by reason of our former appre­
hension that it was otherwise; the better to be resolved, 
we sent out ou r Boate againe, as well to be assu red what 
to trust unto, as to gaine sometime to prepare our Shippe, 
and trim her more commodiously, being pestered with 
goods and fardels betweenc the deckes, and altogether 
unprovided for any fight, either offensive or defensive. 

T he Boate approached the hindmost Ship, which I caU 
the vice-Admiral!, and haled her, demanding who they 
were, but instead of resolving us, she commanded them 
to come aboard, and would answere no otherwise; where­
upon the Boate rowed from them, as resolving aU was not 
well, and so made haste unto us againe, yet couJd not 
prevent a volley of smaIJ shot pow red very dangerously 
amongst them, insomuch that they had their doathes shot 
through, their Oares shivered, and the sides battered with 
Bullets; yet thankes be to God, neither was a man hurt, 
nor any thing !ost; which, as if they had had notice of the 
same escape, rated their rage so much the more : For by 
that time the Boate was out of reach of their small shot, 
they followed it to the Ship with great Ordnance; and 
when they perceived they were safely come aboard, 
they tooke it so ill, that they thundred against our 
Ship with the soarer rage, and most violent voUies, 
which we could not answer, having no Peece in our 
gunner roome, nor indeede any other well mounted fo r 
such a Sea fight. 

By this time thei r vice Admiral! heaved up her anchor 
to her warpe, and laid her selfe to wind-ward, if either we 
shou ld passe forward, or anchor short againe, so that 
we perceived they meant to assault us on all hands: 
for she let f1ye a whole broad-side upon us, and came 
furiously up to ou r lee quarter without damage or resist­
ance of our parts. 

But when we were thus terrified and threatned by 
them, and thus encombrcd and disanimated amongst ou r 
selves, knowing withall (by reason of our ill prepared 
Ordnance) the disadvantage and hazard to be boarded 
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at anchor by two good Ships well prepared for spoylc and 
ruine; we hoysed up OUf sai les, and determined to 
Set forward, had not the vice-Admira.l1 come on our 
star-boord side, and beate upon us so hardly, that we 
fell to our businesse, and answered their unkindenesse 
accordingly with many mire shot, which proved most 
elfectuall, especially from a demy-culvering, which 3t 
last shot her betweene winde and water, so that shee 
was compelled from us, and bare off to Sea, leaving 
her Admirall anely single with us, who at last came 
fairely in our quarter to winde-ward, taking in her 
Holland Ragge, and advanced her Spanish colours, and 
so haled us. 

\Ve quietly and quickly answered, both what we were, 
and whither wee were bound, discovering the effect of our 
Commission, and relating the cause of our tarrying there 
for water, neither purposing to annoy any subject of the 
King of Spaines, nor by way of affront to brave either 
Merchant or man of Warre. Then she charged us 
to strike our sailes for the Ki ng of Spaine, and vaile 
the bonnet according to the prerogative they had in 
those Seas: we replyed with enlarging the particulars 
of the league betweene the King our Master and their 
King, adding with all, that as we intended no ill, we 
would take no wrong; Whereupon the Master left 
the poope, and sequestred himselfe from such open 
conference; had they not called for the Captaine 
againe, who at last presented himselfe, till they com­
manded him to come aboord with his Commission, 
which he refused, yet wished them to send their Boat 
aboord, and then they should see it most willingly. 

But instead either of answering us further with kinde 
words, or accepting of our reply in good part, they made 
two great shot at us, and poured among us such a volley 
of small shot, before we could get off the poope, that 
we thanked God they did no more harme, yet we were 
much amazed they did so much: not thus content they 
waved us with their bright swords, and reviled us with 
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overmated, and constrained them to come on :l fresh, n ml (NJrgt . 

.. hich they did so etfectually, that qucstionlesse it had 
wrought an alteration, if the God that tosseth Monarchies, 
and leareth the Mountaines in his fury, had not taught 
us to tosse our Pikes with prosperous event, and poured 
out a sodaine volle), of small shot upon them, whereby 
that worthy Commander was slaine at the (oote of a TMi,. Cap-

tci~ Jlllint. Pike, and many of his Souldiers dropped downe on 
the top of the hatches. Presently our Master tooke 
acl.vantoage of their discomfiture ( though with some 
commiseration for their valiant Captaine so slaine) that 
hee not ondy plyed them a fresh with great Ordnance, 
but had more false shot under the Pikes, which were 
bestowed to good purpose, and amased our enemies with 
the sodainnessc:. 

Amongst the rest one Lucas our Carpenters mate must LII(tU lIis 

not be forgotten, who perceived a way how to annoy lmul( at/. 

them, as they were thus pusled and in a confusion, 
drue out a minion which hee nobly set a worke under 
the halfe decke, till at the last hee brought it to the doxe 
of the halfe decke, and there bent it upon them, but 
in such a manner, that when it was tiered the cases full 
of Stones and peeces of Iron fell upon them like haile, 
and cleared their decke in such a sort that it slue many, TIU(1J1t 

and in short time we saw few assailants, but onely such IJltlUd. 
L I I I d dOoHfillm as crept Tram p ace to p ace very covert y, an seeme rtrl<m 

willing to obscure themselves from the fury of our shot, ..,jciiJill<do. 
which now was thicker then theirs: For although (as 
farre as we may commend our enemies) they had done 
some things worthy of admiration: yet either wanting 
men, or overtaken with the unlooked for valour of our 
company, they now began to shrinke, and gave us 
leave to be wanton with our advantage. 

Yet were our great Ordnance onely foure. that we Tilt Eltglilll 
could use in this fight, but it should seeme they served (Quid I<J( bllt 

the tume as weU as foure times foure: for they shot 1;; 
her divers times betweene winde and water, and so r "611ft. 

prevailed, that at last we saw many signes of their 
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willtngncS!C to leave U!, but by rc:uon .he w.u rut in 
;l .. tach of our cable, which in h~te of weighing 01.1. 

anchor hung 1000c. she cowd not be divided nor make 
lh:at ~y shc:c:. purposed. until! one of our men cU,t it 
11'lth :an Axe without direction, and wu slaine for his 
!;about. But whcn ,he: perceived she w;u loose, after 
she had bccnc: a boord two houtcs and a halfc, good 

~.iff/I I.H Lo~d what haste "he made. and how quickly wc:re we 
• dIvIded, both grC2t and small shot pbying on both 

sidt1, which la~tcd unull the remotc:nes.5C wu above a 
Ctli\'cr shot, :Inti we discovered the vicc:-Admirall 
commlng to hcr U3iMancc. who bcg2n a f~rc off to 
ply U!I; with great ,hot. 2nd put us in mindc we had 
another worltc: In hanu. 

'Whereupon wc;c manned OUi Ship a new, separating 
the dead lUlt! hurt bodies bv themselves from us, and 
were: 50 encou~gcd. that we waved her. and in lL manner 
made 10wuJ her to fight lL ITdh: For when we perceived. 
chat the Admirnll made nOt a ,hOl more at us, we verU)" 
im:tgined, th;l.t eIther she W'~ preparing her sdt~ with 

/1\' 11 :I new ~upply, or wanted mcn to make her scrvica.ble or 
E ~Ii. : J rcsolveJ to goc :t\~y from u.s. considering 5hIX had lost 

her Captaine; yet loth to bee secure, llnd imagining the: 
\'icc-:tdmirall might come :lnd boonl u.s finding us play, 
till the Admirall did OllLkc her sdfe ~tter rc2dic, we 
prepu'Cll our selveS, wondring yet ch:tt ,hee c-.lmc no 
neerer u, then Falcon lIhot. wherewith shc llyed us 
,eill on the Lee side. untill ttl litst she n:ccive another 
payment (rom our Demic-culvcring, which shot her 
through. lI.nU mll.de her bc:are with the shore iflto 
smooc"h wueer, where shee rcmayncd till two of the 
docke ufter luidnifht. and so Wee hltd time to n:.formc 
our diosordef'l.:l1lt mltke our sdves ~tter readie for 
the next du)'c-, vnrictic" 

By br't"ttke of day <the clI.me up ll~;ne with the 
Admirnll with her; II'! if they Ucterl'tlllu.:J indeed to 
devoure LIS itt once; but :'lS it secrne .. 1 it IVtl' but II 

UrIlVll.UO, though for the timc they fONOOkc not our 
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quarter within Musket shot: for all that night and 
morning they were quiet Neighbours, and kept us 

'company without any great annoyance with their Top­
sayles downc, not knowing, as it should seeme, what 
to doe with us, or else suspecting their owne hurts 
and Leakes, they clurst not trust themselves too farre 
(rom Land, nor to the furie of another encounter. AU 
that night we had time and leisure to over-looke our 
losses, and prepare for them. the Admirall made shew 
of an encounter, and we after Prayers were ended 
provided to fight with them, but suddenly wee per­
ceived the Vice-Admirall hang a sterne, cutting her 
marne sayle to come up, and stirring very iB. 

At length the Admirall shooke in the wind, and by 
apparant signes gave us notice of slacking her course, 
whereby we might runne a head and follow the Seas 

.... D. 

1620. 

at her pleasure, so wee perceived the Vice-Admirall TIlt Vifl­

with all her Sayles to make towardes an Iland called :~~;;o;: 
Sana, which the Admirall either tooke notice of, as fl{~lT IAt 

knowing the danger she was in, or gave directions !Iond, ond llu 

accordingly, considering there was no good to bee done 91101iIit,Sono. 

with us : for presently she tacked about and lost us, 
bearing toward that Hand also. 

Wee lost Doctor Bohune, and seven other were slaine Drxfor Bciunl 
out-righ t: two died shortly after of their wounds, and ond lt11t11. 

sixteene were shot through in some part or other of olIuT~ ~MIIII 
the bodie, whose wounds Gods be thanked were recured ouf_Tlg f. 

and without mayme or further impeachment of health 
are now recovered and settled in Virginia, according to 
our fi rst entended purpose and Commission: I reckon 
not such as are hurt with Pikes and other offensive 
Weapons, because there was no danger in thei r cures, 
and the skilfull Surgeon shewed his art and good speed 
with facilitie. H ow many they lost wee cannot tell, Sponit/' iml. 

nor what men of name were enter tayned amongst them, 
onely I am sure we saw many lie slaine on the Decke, 
and more cast over-board in the fight, besides the 
Scuppers ran with bloud, and the very Sea in their 
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quarter was coloured with a Scarlet hue, and looked 
fearfully upon us all. 

The burthen of their Admirall was three hundred 
tunnes, having two and twentie Peeces of Brasse, and 
all provision of a man of Warre indeed: their Vice­
Admirall three hundred tuns, and sixteene cast Peeces, 
nor much inferiour to her for trimming and corre­
spondent Equipage, and both to outward shew over­
masterfull and daring for one poore Merchant and 
Passenger, being but a hundred and sixtie tunnes, having 
eight Iron Peeces and one Falcon, over-Ioaden with Stuff'e 
and Wares, encombred with Passengers, toyled with a 
storme, tyred with a long Voyage, affrighted with wants, 
and every way insufficient to answere any such enemie: 
but as it is in the Scripture, it is all one to thee, 0 God, 
whether there be few or many, and Gedeons three 
hundred shall slay many thousands of the Midianites: 
as for deliverances, the people of Israeli shall passe 
through the Red Sea dry foot: Jonas shall bee cast safe 
on shoare out of the Whales belly: and Paul shall escape 
shipwracke, saving his life with all his Passengers in 
the Iland of Malta. 

For to conclude with the purpose in hand, there is 
one thing most remarkable as an inducement to this 
our deliverance, that Captaine Chester embraced Doctor 
Bohune beeing mortally wounded, and thus recomforted 
him, saying, 0 Doctor Bohune what a disaster is this; 
the Noble Doctor no whit exanimated, replyed; Fight 
it out brave man, the cause is good, and Lord receive 
my soule. 

A Sea Fight. 
Slaine out right. Doctor Bohune. Thomas Demeter 

Gentleman. Th. Read. William Garret. Th. Vernam. 
Gabriel Petes. David Bathering. Raph. &c. Died after. 
Francis Annis Gentleman. Ed. Nerobery Sayler. 
Wounded yet cured. VY"illiam Bird Gentleman. Alexander 
Boventine. William Bannington Gentleman. William Joyce 
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' 7 The Bonaventure 50. tun: in Aprill 10. 
18 The White L ion 180. tun: in May 40 Men, 40. 

Cattell. ' 
19 The Furtherance 180. tun: in May 80. men. 
20 The Margaret and John 160. tun: in May ' 80. 

21 The James 120. tun: in May 80. 
Summe of the persons, 1300. Cattell 80. 

Sent also to the Summer llands by that Company. 
22 The Joseph ISO. tun: in May ,621. 100. persons. 
23 The James 120. tun: in July 80. 
24 The Concord 180. tun: in August 70. 

Persons 250. 
Se there is foure and twentie Sayle of ships, with 

five hundred Mariners in them imployed to these 
Plantations in this yeere. 

Besides, there are now providing severall ships in 
divers parts of this Kingdome to transport to the 
Plantations above five hundred persons. 

And for the benefit of the Plantations these things 
following have beene here done this yeere. 

Sixteene persons and others have beene provided and 
sent for the making of Beads for trade in the Countrie 
with the Natives. and for making Glasse of all sorts. 

Seven and fiftie young Maides have beene sent to 
make wives for the Planters, divers of which were well 
married before the comming away of the Ships. 

A Magazine hath beene sent of all necessaries for the 
Colonie, to the value of two thousand pound, besides 
all private mens sending goods, which was very ample, 
Trade being set open for all his Majesties Subjects. 
A ship called the Discoverie. hath beene set out for the 
rich Trade of Furres, which both the French and 
H ollanders have yeerely within our Precincts, and 
within fiftie leagues of us. Five and twentie persons 
for the building of Boats, Pinnasses and Ships, for the 
necessarie use of the Colonie for fishing, Trade, and 
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Discoverie. &c. ~yell persons sent for planting the 
thouSAnd Acres of Land given to the East 1 ndie Scheele. 

Other Occurents of NO[e. 
Tae Governours arrival! in Virginia, at the end of 

the last Summer, with nine ships, and neere seven 
hundred people, all safely, and in good health. The 
admirable deliverance of divers ships; and namely, of 
the Tiger, which beeing driven strangely Ileere two 
hundred leagues out of her course, fell into the Turkes 
hands, and yet came save to Virginia. 

Master Berkleyes Letters assure us, that there is not 
a more fit place for I ron-workes then in Virginia, both 
for \Vood, \Vater, Mynes, and Stone: and that by \Vhit­
son tide next, wee may relie upon Iron made by him. 

The Plants of Conon-woall trees that came out of 
the \Vest Indies. prosper exceeding well, and the 
Cotton-wooll-feeds from the Mogols Countrie come up, 
and grow: Samples of it they have sent; and this 
Commoditie they hope this yeere to bring to a good 
perfection and quantitie. The Indica Seed thrives well , 
but they yet want knowledge how to cure it. 

Our Frenchmen assure us that no Countrie in the 
\Vorld is more proper for Vines, Silke, Olives, Rice, 
&c. then Virginia, and that it excelJeth their owne 
Countrey. The Vines beeing in abundance naturally 
over all the Countrey: a taste of which Wine they have 
alreadie sent us, with hope the next yeere to send us a 
good quantitie. T here bee Mulberie trees in wonderfull 
abundance, and much excelling both in goodnesse and 
greatnesse those of their Countrey of Languedocke. 
T o the full perfecting of both which rich Commodities 
of W ine and Silke, there wanteth nothing but hands. 
And of the M ulberies may bee made also good whole­
some Wine for the people there. And of a certaine 
Plumme in the Countrey, they have made good drinke. 

Sah-workes are erecting (the proper place being now 
found. as the Rocheller doth certifie us) whereby many , 
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ships will transport people at easier rates hereafter, 
fi nding Salt there to furn ish them for the great and 
profitable fishings upon that Coast, whither twentie 
sayle of ships went this last yeere out of the Westerne 
parts of England, besides the ships formerly mentioned. 

Master John Porie hath of late made a Discoverie 
into the great Bay Northward (yet at the bottome of 
it he was not, reserving it to a second Voyage) where 
are now setled neere one hundred English very happily, 
with hope of a good Trade of Furres there to bee had. 
And Terra Lemnia was sent us from thence, which is 
found as good as that of T urkey, and is in great abun­
dance to be had. 

In February last he likewise discovered to the South 
River, some sixtie miles over Land from us, a very 
fruitfull and pleasant Countrey, full of Rivers, wherein 
are two Harvests in one yeere (the great King giving him 
friendly entertainment, and desirous to make a league 
with us) hee found also there in great quantitie of the 
same Silke-grasse (as appeareth by the samples sellt us) 
whereof Master Heriot in his Booke 1587. makes 
rclation, who then brought home some of it, with 
which a piece of Grogeran was made, and given to 
~eene Elizabeth, and some heere who have lived in 
the East Indies affirme, that they make al1 their 
Cambaya Stuff'es of this, and Cotton-wool!. Also in his 
passage by Land, Master Porey discovered a Countrey 
full of Pine-trees, above twentie miles long, whereby a 
great abundance of Pitch and Tarre may bee made: 
and other sorts of woods there were, fit for P ot-ashes 
and Sope-ashes. 

The Indians have made relation of a Copper Myne, 
that is not farre from thence, how they gather it, and 
the strange ma king of it: a piece whereof was sent 
home, being fo und (after t rial) very excellen t metall. 
Some of the E nglish have made relation of a China 
Boxe scene at one of the Kings H ouses, who declared, 
that it was sent him from the West, by a King that 
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dwels over the great H ils, whose Countrey is ncere the 
Sea, he having that Boxe from a people as hee said, 
that come thither in ships, and weare clothes, and dwell 
in H ouses, and are called Acanackchina. And he 
offered our people that he would send his Brother 
along with them to that King: which the Governour 
purposeth not to refuse. hoping thereby to discover the 
South Sea, so long talked of. 

A small ship camming in December last from the 
Summer-llands, to Virginia, brought thither from thence Summer /land 

these Plants, viz.. Vines of all sorts, Orange and Leman Pla~fJ. 
trees, Sugar Canes, Cassada Roots (that make bread) 
Pines, Plantans, Potatoes, and sundry other Indian 
fruits and plants, not formerly scene in Vi rginia, which 
begin to prosper very well. 

Gifts. 

The Gentlemen and Mariners that came in the 
Royall James, from the East Indies (beeing at Cape Bona 
Speranza homeward bound) gave towards the bui lding 
of a Free Schoole in Virginia. to be caJled the E ast 
Indie Schoole, the summe of seven tie pound eight 
shillings six pence. 

T owards the furtherance of the said East India 
Schoole, an unknowne person hath added the summe of 
thirtie pound. 

A person refusing to be made knowne, hath given 
the su mme of fortie shillings a yeere for ever, for a 
Sermon, before the Virginia Company thirtie pounds. 

At a Qy.arter Court held the thirtieth of J anuary 
16~ 1. by a person not willing as yet to bee knowne, 
was sent in Gold to helpe forward the East l ndie Schoole, 
five and twentie pounds. 

At the same Qy.arter Court, a small Bible, with a 
cover richly wrought; a great Church Bible; Bookes of 
Common Prayer; and other Books were presented to 
be sent to Virginia, in the name of a person who had 
the yeere before sent, for the use of the Colledge at 
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H enrico, divers Bookes, and an exact Map of America; 
the Giver is not knowne, but the Bookes are val ued at 
tenne pound. 

Given by Master T homas Bargrave, Preacher in Vir­
ginia deceassed. for the use of the Colledge, a Library 
valued at a hundred Markes. 

And there is a contribution made by the Inhabitants 
in Virginia, for the building of an house of entertain­
ment for new commers at James Citie, amounting to 
the value of fifteene hundred pounds. 

Patents granted this yeerc. 
1 To the Ladie Dale. 
2 To Sir Dudly Digges. 
3 To Sir John Bourchier. 
4 To Captaine Ralph Hamer. 
5 To Master Arthur Swayne. &c. 
6 To Master Rowland Truelove, &c. 
7 To Master John Crowe. 
8 To Master Edward Rider. 
9 To Captaine Simon Leeke. 

10 To Master Daniell Gookin. 
I f To Master Edward Bennet. 
12 To Master Joseph Leming. 
13 To Sir Charles North. 
14 To Sir George Yeardly. 
15 To Master Thomas Leveson. 
16 To Captaine William Wildon. 
17 To Master Henry Southey. 
18 To Martins Hu nd red. 
19 To Master Robert Moston. 
20 To Master Edmund \Vynne. 
'2. 1 To Captaine H enry Pelham, &c. 
22 To Captaine Daniell T ucker. 
'2.3 T o Sir Bowyer Worsly. 
'2.4 To Master T homas Buckley. 
25 T o Master Francis H arwell. 
26 T o Sir John Brooke. ", 



OCCURRENTS IN VIRGINIA 

W ho together with thei r Associates, have undertaken 
to transport great multitudes of people and cattle to 
Virginia. 

§. II. 
N ewes from Virginia in Letters sen t thence 162 1. 

partly publ ished by the Company, partly tran­
sc ribed from the Originals, with Letters of 
his Majestie, and of the Company touching 
Silke-workes. 

A. D. 

1621. 

ON the three last yeeres of 16 [9· ,620. and 1621. 
there hath beene provided and sent for Virginia 
two and fartie Saile of ships, three thousand five 3510. propl, 

hundred and seven tie men and women for Plantation, mr fD Vi,.. 

b d f C I ginill in 1M 
with requisite provisions, esi es store 0 3tt e, and rllut IGII 

in those ships have beene above twelve hundred Mariners yurtI4't.Stzik 
imployed: There hath also beene sent in those yeeres o/I~j", 
nine ships to the Summer llands with about nine r~~. /I1I1r~­
hundred people to inhabit there, in which ships two :t;~~PT;~';; 
hundred and fortie Mariners were imployed. In which SI/fllflltr 

space have beene granted fifty Patents to particular 1I4"d,. 
persons, for Plantation in Virginia, who with their Ni"t ,ki/H, C1 
A . h d k h' qo. Ml1ri­ssoclates ave un erta en t erem to transport great nm j",p~ytd. 
mu ltitudes of people and cattell thither, which for the 
mOSt part is since performed, and the residue now in 
preparing, as by the severall Declarations of each yeere 
in their particular5, (mamfested and approoved in our 
generall and publike Quarter-Courts) and for the fuller 
satisfaction of all desirous to understand the particu-
larities of such proceedings, hath beene by printing 
commended to the understanding of all. 

Sir Francis Vviat was sent Governour into Virginia, 
who arrived there in November 162 I. with Master 
George Sandrs Treasurer, Master Davison Secretarie, 
&c. In the nine ships sent in that Fleet died but one 
Passenger of seven hundred, in whose roome there was 
another also borne at Sea. T heir provisions were not 
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found so well conditioned as was expected. The Sailers 
are still blamed for imbezelling the goods sent to private. 
persons, for killing of Swine, inordinate trucking &c. 
It was ordained that for every head they should plant 
but a thousand plants of T obacco (and for the better 
strength not to suffer above nine leaves to grow on 
each plant) which will make about a hundred weight. 

Master Gookin arrived also out of Ireland with fiftie 
men of his owne, and thirtie Passengers well furnished. 
The present gaine by Tobacco, had made the planting 
of Corne to be neglected: and some thinke that jf 
Corne might there be valued (not at two shi llings sixe 
pence the bushell) as deere as that which is brought 
from hence, there would be lesse feare of famine, or 
dependance on Tobacco. 

The Letters written from the Governour and Treasurer 
in Virginia in the beginning of March last, (which came 
hither in Aprill) gave assurance of overcomming and 
bringing to perfection in this yeere. the Iron-workes, 
Glasse-workes, Salt-workes, the plentifull sowing of all 
sorts of English guine with the Plou~h, having now 
eleered good quanti tie of ground; settlng of store of 
Indian Corne or Maiz, sufficient for our selves, and fo r 
trucke with the Natives; restraint of the quantitie of 
Tobacco, and amendment of it in the qualitie, learned 
by time and experience; The planting of Vines and 
Mulberie trees neere to their Houses, Figge-trees, Pome­
granates, Potatoes, and Cotton-woo!! Seeds, Pacoon, 
lndico, Sugar Canes, Madder, Woade, Hempe, Flaxe, 
and Silke-grasse; and fo r the erecting of a mire lnne 
in James Citie for the better entertainment of new 
commers, whereto and to other publike workes, every 
old Planter there offered freely and liberally to contri­
bute. 1 write the words of their Letters. And how 
in a late Discoverie made, a few moneths before by 
some of them to the Southward, they had past thorow 
grHt Forrests of Pines, fifteene or sixteene miles broad, 
and above threescore miles long, very fit for Masts 
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for shipping, and for Pitch and Tarte, and of other 
~Otts of woods fit for Pot-ashes and Sope-ashes, and 
came unto a most frui tfull CountreYJ blessed with 
abundance of Corne, reaped twice a yeere (within the 
limits of Virginia) where also they understand of a 
Copper Myne. an essay whereof was sent, and upon 
trial! here found to be very rich, and met with a great 
deale of Silke-grasse there growing, which monethly 
may be cut, of which kinds, and Cotton-wooll, all the 
Cambaya and Bengala StuKes are made in the East 
Indies: and of which kindes of Silke-grasse was here­
tofore made a piece of Grogeram given to Queene 
Elizabeth. And how that in December last they had 
planted and cultivated in Virginia Vines of aU (as well 
those naturally growing, as those other Plants sent them 
from these parts of Europe) Orenge and Lemon-trees, 
Fig-trees, Sugar Canes, Cotton-wooll, Cassavi Roots 
(that make very good bread) Planta nes, Potatoes, and 
sundry other Ind ian fruits and Plants not formerly seene 
in Virginia, which at the time of their said Letters began 
to prosper very well: as also their I ndico Seed, for the 
true cure whereof there is lately caused a Treatise to 
be written. 

Furthermore, they write that in a Voyage made by 
Lieutenant Marmaduke Parkinson, and other English 
Gentlemen, up the River of Patomacke they saw a 
China Boxe at one of the Kings Houses where they 
were. This Boxe or Casket was made of braided 
Palmito, painted without, and lined in the inside with 
blue Taffata after the China or East India fashion. 
They enquiring whence it came, the King of Patomecke 
said, it was presented him by a certaine people of the 
Mountaines toward the South-west, who got it from 
another Nation beyond them some thirtie dayes journie 
from Paromacke, called Acana Echinac, beeing of small 
stature. who had Houses, Apparell, and Houshold stuffe 
like us, and living within foure dayes journey of the 
Sea, had ships come into their River: and he his 
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Brother (!.long with them to that King, which offer the 
Governour purposed /lot to refuse; and the rather, by. 
r~:l.SOI1 of the continuall constant relations of all those 
Savages in Virginia, of a Se:I, 2nd the way to it \-Vest, 
they affirming that the heads of all those scven goodly 
Rivers (the lcast whereof is greater then the River of 
Thames, and Navignble above all hundred and fift;e 
miJes, nnd not above sixe or eight miles one from 
another) which f:lll all Into one great Bar. have their 
rising out of a ridge of Hils, that rUnnel! aU along 
South and North' whereby they doubt not but fO 

find n slfe, «.'3,ic, :lml good passage to the South Sea, 
part by water. and part by L;lnd. esteeming it not 
:l.bove an hundred :lnd fiftie miles from the hc3d of the 
Falls. where we are now planteJ; the Discoverie wher-c­
of Will bring forth a most rich Trade to Cath:l~·. China, 
Japan, :lnd those other of the East Ind1C~s, to the incsti­
mllblc benefit of this Kingdome. 

Moreover, the utters of Master John Berkley. some­
times of BevestolH: C:l.stlc in the Countie of Glocester, 
(a Gentleman of an Honour:1ble r.'"milr) likewise cerrifie, 
that a more fit place for Iron-workes (whereof he was 
made Master and Over-seer) then in Virginia, both for 
\Vood, \Vater, Mynes, and Stone, was nor to be found: 
And that by Whitsontid¢ the Compan~ might relre upon 
good quantities of Iron made by him: wh ich :llso by 
Lctters from Master George Sand)'s the third of i\lareh 
bst. wns confirmed, with this t;mher descr-iption of the­
place (called The fulling Creekc) to be so fitting for 
that purpose, :l.S if Nature had appl)'l.'\.i her sclfe to che 
wish ~Uld direcrion of the \Vorkman; where also were­
great stones hardly scene else-where in Virginia, bring 
all the place, as though the), had bc:ene brought thither 
to advance the erection of those \<Yorkes. 

The Letters of the I"reneh Vignerons or Vine-men, 
procured out of f.r:Hlce, and sent over into Virginia, 
did likewise agsercaine, that no Countrey in the \\'orkl 
was more proper for Vines, Silke, Rice, Olives, and other 
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fruits, then Virginia is: and that it fa r r excelled their 
owne Countrie of Languedocke; the Vines of divers 
sorts being in abundance naturally over all the Countrey. 
Thay scarsly beleeved those fruits to be Grapes till they 
had opened them and scene thei r kernels; such was 
their bignesse. T hey arc in love with the Countrey, 
and having planted some cuttings of Vines at Michael­
mas last, in their Letters affirme that these bare Grapes 
alreadie this Spring to their great wonder, as being a 
thing they suppose not heard off in any other Countrie. 
A taste of Wine made of the wilde Grape, they last 
yeere sent, with hope to send a good quanti tie this next 
Vintage j and that the M ulbery trees, where they abode 
were in won derfull abundance, and much excelling both 
in goodnesse and greatnesse those of thei r owne Countrey 
of Languedocke: and that those Silke-wormes they have, 
prosper exceeding well, and some Sil ke they hope to 
send this yeere, there wanting nothing to set up that 
rich Com modi tie but store of hands wherewith England 
doth abound. Of the fruit of which Mulbery trees 
(as of a Plum me there plentifully growing) they would 
make wholsome Drinkes for the Colonie and people 
there. 

Opachankanough doted on a house which the English 
had built for him of our fashion: hee d welled therein, 
shewed it to his owne people and strangers with pride, 
keeping his Keyes charily, and busying himselfe with 
locking and unlocking the doores, sometimes a hundred 
times in a day, admiring the strangenesse of that Engine, 
a Locke and Key. Hee gave the English leave to seate 
themselves any where on his Rivers where the Natives 
are not actually seated, and entred into further covenants 
of amity, for reciprocal! defence, mutuall transportation, 
discovery of mines, &c. They report also of Copper 
Peeces presented to Opachank: which Copper is gathered 
at the foote of the Mountaines, where they digge a hole 
in the ground, in which they put the oare, and make 
thereon a great fire, which causeth it to runne into a 
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masse, and become malleable: neither have they any 
tooles, but smooth stones for that purpose. This seemed. 
strange to ours which heard the English Copper passeth 
eleven fires. 

H is Majesties gracious Letter to the Earle of 
South-hampton, Treasurer, and to the Counsell 
and Company of Virginia here: commanding 
the present setting up of Silke workes, and 
planting of Vines in Virginia. 

Right trusty and welbeloved, We greete you well: 
whereas We understand, that the Soyle in Virginia 

naturally yeeldeth store of excellent Mulberry trees, We 
have taken into Our Princely consideration, the great 
benefit that may grow to the Adventurers and Planters, 
by the breede of Silkewormes, and setting up of Silke­
workes in those parts. And therefore of Our gracious 
Inclination to a designe of so much honour and advantage 
to the publike, We have thought good, as at sundry 
other times, so now more particularly to recommend it to 
your speciall care, hereby charging dnd requiring you to 
take speedy order, that our people there, use all possible 
diligence in breeding Silkewormes, and erecting Silke­
workes, and that they rather beStow their travell in 
compassing this rich and solid Commodity, then in that 
of T obacco; which besides much unnecessary expence, 
brings with it many disorders and inconveniences. And 
for as much as Our servant, John Bonoell hath taken 
paines in setting downe the true use of the Silkeworme, 
together with the Art of Silkemaking, and of planting 
Vines, and that his experience :lnd abilities may much 
conduce to the advancement of this businesse; \\"e doe 
hereby likewise require you to cause his directions. both 
for the said Silkeworkes and Vineyards, to be carefully 
put in practice thorowout our Plantations there, that so 
the worke may goe on cheerefully, and receive no more 
interruptions nor dela}'es. 
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Given under OUf Signet, at our Pallace of 'Vestminster, 
the ninth day of July, in the twen tieth reare of our 
Raigne of England, France and Ireland, and of Scotland 
the five and fiftieth. 

To OUf right trusty and right welheloved Cousin and 
Councellour, H enry. Earle of South-hampton, Treasurer 
of our Plantation in Virginia, and to OUf trusty and 
welbeloved, the Deputy, and others of Our said 
Plantation. 

Virginia. WINDEBANK. 

The Treasurour. Counsell and Company of Vir­
ginia, to the Governour and Counsell of Sta te 
in Virginia residing. 

A Fter our very harty commendations: H is Sacred 
Majesty, out of his high wisedome and care of the 

noble Plantation of Virginia, hath beene graciously pleased 
to di rect his Letters to us here in England, thereby com­
manding us to advance the setting up of Silkworkes, and 
planting of Vi~eyards; as by the Copy herewith sent, 
you may perceive. 

The intimation of his Majesties pleasure, we conceive 
to be a motive sufficient, to induce you to imploy all 
your indc:vors to the setting forward those two Staple 
Commodities of Silke and Wine; which brought to their 
perfection, will infinitely redound to the honour, benefit, 
and comfort of the Colony, and of this whole Kingdome: 
yet we, in discharge of our duties, doe againe renew our 
often and iterated Instructions, and invite you cheerefully, 
to fall upon these two so rich, and necessary Commodities. 
And if you shall finde any person, either through negli­
gence or wilfulnesse, to omit the planting of Vines, and 
Mulberry trees, in orderly and husbandly manner, as by 
the Booke is prescribed, or the providing of convenient 
roomes for the breeding of \Vormes; we desire they may 
by severe censures and punishment, be compelled there­
unto. And on the contrary, that all favour and possible 
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assistance be given to such as yeelde willing obedience to 
hLs Highnesse Commands therein. The breach or per­
formance whereof, as we are bound to give a strict 
account, so will it also be required of you the GoverQour 
and Counsell especially. Herein there can be no Plea, 
either of difficulty or impossibility; but all the contrary 
appeares, by the naturall abundance of those two excellent 
Plants afore-named every where in Virginia: neither will 
such excuses be admitted. nor any other pretences serve, 
whereby the businesse be at all delayed: and as wee 
formerly sent at our great charge the French Vignerons 
to you, to teach you their Art; so for the same purpose 
we now commend this Booke unto you, to serve as an 
Instructour to everyone, and send you store of them to 
be dispersed over the whole Colony, to every Master of 
a Family one, Si lke-seede you sha ll receive also by this 
Ship, sufficient to store every man: so that there wants 
nothing, but industry in the Planter, suddenly to bring 
the making of Silke to its perfection: which either for 
their owne benefit (we hope) they will willingly indevour, 
or by a wholesome and necessary severity they must be 
in forced. 

Th is particular advice we thought necessary to give 
you. lest that if it should have come to you mingled with 
others, you would have interpreted It as a common 
Instruction, or a businesse that was not taken so to heart, 
as this by us, and we hope will be by you in humble 
obedience to his Sacred Majesties Royall Instructions. 
The paines and industry of the Authour, for the benefit 
of the Plantations (being a mem~r of our Company) are 
sufficient arguments of his good affection [0 the Action, 
and they both deserve your best acceptance and ours, that 
others may thereby ~ invited to impart their knowledge 
in businesse of this and the like nature; whereby the 
Colony may not onely be supported for the present, but 
brought to that perfection, that may redound to the glory 
of God, the honour of his Majestie, and the inestimable 
benefit of his noble Kingdomes; which as they are the 
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trUe allTlC' and end thc Adn'''lUrcn <'tld PI"ntcMo hne 
P"'JX,~cJ Unto thcmlodvef, tot! ought the) tQ he .. ttll the 
nonorahle .. ~lello put others aJ!oo forwud In thl~ aclLon: 
"'C' rommcnJ this bU.lne'i~ a~inc to your 'rcCl,~1I C<lrC. 

An so wt' commit )OU all, :lnt.! ,·our wal~ht)' 2ti:IoIrCf., to 
the l'rotetllOn uf the Almighty 

11f.;S'RY Southamplon. 

~. III 
The harharou~ Ma~~acr~ cOll1lnincd hy the Sa\"age~ 

OJl the Engli~h-Planten., .\1:\rch the tw O and 
tWC'fluC'th, ,621. after the Engliloh accomrt. 

DHe last May there came Letters from Sir Francis 
\Viat Go\'ernour in \'irgm1a, which did ad\,t'rtise 
that when in Novcmhl"r last he arnved in \,irginia., 

and entred upon his Government, he found the Country 
setled in a peace (as all men there: thought) sure and 
unviolable, not onely becauS('. it was solenH,ly ratified and 
sworne, and at the re'luest of the Native King stamped in 
Brasse. and fixed to one of his Oakes of note, but as 
being advantagious to both parts; to the Savages as the 
weaker, under which they were safdy shdtred and 
defended; to us, as being [he easiest lVay then thought 
to pursue and advance our projects, or buildings. plant-
ings) and etfttting their co!wersion by peaceable and mire 
meanes. And such was the conceit of firme peace and 
amity, as that there was st:ldome or never a Sword worne, 
and a Peece seldomer, except for a Deere or Fowle. By 
which assurance of security, the Plantations of particular HIlII] 

Adventurers and Planters were placed scatteringly and s({Jl/ity. 

straglingly as a choyce veine of rich ground invited them, 
and the further from neighbours held the better. Thl! 
houses generally set open [Q the Savages, who were; 
alwayes friendly entertained at the table of the English, 
and eommonly lodged in their Bed-<:hambers. The old 
Planters (as they thought now come to n:ape the bencfit 
of their long travels) placed with wonderfull contcnt upon 
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their private diVidends, and the planting of particular 
Hundreds and Colonies pursued with an hopeful! alacrity, 
all our projects (saith he) in a faire way, and their 
familiarity with the Natives, seeming to open a faire gate 
for their conversion to Christianity. 

The Country being in this estate, an occasion was 
ministred of sending to Opachankano the King of these 
Savages, about the middle of March last, what time the 
Messenger returned backe with these words from him, 
T hat he held the peace concluded so firme, as the Skie 
should sooner fall then it dissolved: yea, such was the 
treacherous dissimulation of that people, who then had 
contrived our destruction, that even two dares before the 
massacre, some of our men were guided thorow the 
woods by them in safety: and one Browne, who then to 
learne the language lived among the Warrascoyacks (a 
Province of that King) was in friendly manner sent backe 
by them to Captaine Hamor his Master, and many the 
like passages, rather increasing our former confidence, 
then any wise in the world ministring the least suspition 
of the breach of the peace, or of what instantly ensued ; 
yea, they borrowed our owne Boats to convey themselves 
crosse the River (on the bankes of both sides whereof all 
our Plantations were) to consult of the divellish murder 
that ensued , and of ou r utter extirpation, which God of 
his mercy (by the meanes of some of themselves con­
verted to Christianity) prevented: and as well on the 
Friday morning (the f..tall day) the two and twentieth of 
March, as also in the evening, as in other dares before, 
they came unarmed into our houses, without Bowes or 
Arrowes. or other weapons, with Deere. Turkies, Fish, 
Furres, and other provisions, to sell and trucke with 
us for Glasse Eeades, and other trifles: yea, in some 
places, sat downe at Breakfast with our people at their 
tables, whom immediately with their owne tooles and 
weapons, either laid downe, or standing in their houses, 
they basely and barbarously murthered, not sparing 
either age or sexe, man, woman or childe; so sodaine 
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in their cruell execution, that few or none discerned 
the weapon or blow that brought them to destruction. 
In which man ner they also slew many of our people 
then at their severall workes and husbandries in the 
field's , and without their houses, some in planting 
Corne and Tobacco, some in gardening, some in 
making Bricke, building, sawing, and other kindes 
of husbandry, they well knowing in what places and 
quarters each of our men were, in regard of their 
daily familiarity, and resort to us for trading and 347. slaint 

other negotiations, which the more willingly was by m,d 6auly 
. d d h 'hd' h d' hd fmllrt}lIrtd us c~nt1llue an c ens e lor t e eSlre we . a 0 J~mt rhinl 

effecting that great master-peece of workes, their coo- mm. 
version. And by thiS meanes that fataH Friday morning, Ht n4d 
there fell under the bloudy and barbarous hands of wrilftn l(lfm 

that perfidious and inhumane people, contrary to all ~f/t4~f 
lawes of God and Men, of Nature and Nations, three 17.

r
;;sfif.j["g 

hundred and forty seven men, women, and children, Int pl'nlifol 
most by their owne weapons; and not being content (§mming lip 0/ 

. h k' I'· I h' II r. . 'n' Coum Wit ta lIlg away lie a one, t ey Ie alter aga1l1e d. f.j 

upon the dea~, making .as well as they . could a fresh ::r:bllli:gtnt 
murder, defaclllg, dragging, and mangllllg the dead ill SlIutSSf if 
carkasses into many peeces, and ca rrying some parts lhi"gt, t,o the 

away in derision, with base and bruitish triumph. nGo:~ul,Jng sf 
N' h d'd h B h fHJ/sg'~fJJn elt er yet I t ese easts spare t ose amongst {Mf/tning 'ne 
the rest well knowne unto them, from whom they Na(irm, 
had daily received many benefits and favours, but wIIi,n At said 
spitefully also massacred them. One instance of it, wert /,f4((_ 

r 4bk, ~ 
amongst too many shall serve ror aiL wa~ltd but 

That worthy religious Gentleman, Master George m(4nrs(indetd 
Thorpe Esquire, Deputie of the Colledge lands, somc- fO murrnl: 
times one of his Majesties Pensioners, and in one In~m, wns.(n 
f h .. II I f d ' V' .. d'd 'nil ronftJ/ o t e prlllclpa paces 0 cornman III lrg1llla, I /,r~ur(sI)Surt 

so truely and earnestly a~ct their conversion, and bi"dt, (Jilt 

was so tender over them, that whosoever under his fi"d. PillJ 
authority h,d given them but the Icast displeasure sutn a/1 Abtl 

should be so 
or discontent, hee punished them severely. He thought XliiI/-

nothing too deare for them, and as being desirous b((iVld. 
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to binde them unto him by his many courtesies, he 
never denied them any thing that they asked him, 
insomuch that when these Savages complained unto 
him of the fiercenesse of our Mastives, most implacable 
and terrible unto them (knowing them by instinct 
it seemes, to be but treacherous and false-hearted 
friends to us, better then our selves) he to gratifie 
them in all things. for the winning of them by degrees, 
caused some of them to be killed in their presence, 
to the great displeasure of the owners, and would 
have all the rest guelt (had he not beene hindered) 
to make them the gentler and the milder to them. 
Hee was not onely too kinde and beneficiall to the 
common sort, but also to their King, to whom he 
oft resorted, and gave many presents which he knew 
to be highly pleasing to him. And whereas this King 
before dwelt onely in a Cottage, or rather a denne 
or Hog-stye, made with a few poles and stickes, 
and covered with Mats after their wilde manner: 
to civilize him, he first built him a faire House, 
according to the English fashion, in which (as before 
is said) he tooke such joy, especiaJly in his Locke 
and Key, which hee so admired, as locking and 
unlocking his doore an hundred times a day, he 
thought no device in all the world was comparable 
to it. 

T hus insinuating himselfe to this King for his 
Religious purposes, he conferred after with him oft, 
and intimated to him matters of our Religion; and 
thus farre the Pagan confessed, moved by natural! 
Principles, that our God was a good God, and better 
much then theirs, in that hee had with so many good 
things above them endowed us. H e told him, if 
he would serve our God, he should be partaker of 
all those good things we had, and of fa rre greater 
then sense or reason ever could imagine. H e won 
upon him, as he thought in many things, so as hee 
gave him f.'lire hearing and good answer, and seemed 
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to be much pleased with his discourse, and in his 
campanie. And both he and his people for the daily 
courtesies this good Gentleman did to one or other 
of ~hem, did professc such outward love and respect 
unto him, as nothing could seeme more: but all was 
little regarded after by this Vi perous brood, as the 
sequell shewed: for they not andy wilfully murdered 
him, but cruelly and felly, out of a divellish malice, 
did so many barbarous despights and foule scornes 
after to his dead corps, as are unbefitting to be heard 
by any civill eare, One thing 1 cannot omit, that 
when this good Gentleman, upon his ['Hall houre. was 
warned by his man (who perceived some treachery 
intended to them by these hell-hounds) to looke to 
himselfe, and withall ran away for feare of the mischiefe 
he strongly apprehended, and so saved his owne life; 
yet his Master, OUt of the conscience of his owne 
good meaning, and faire deserts ever towards them, 
was so voide of all suspition, and so fuU of confidence, 
that they had sooner killed him, then he could or 
would beleeve th ey meant any ill against him. 

At the time of this Massacre there were three or 
foure of our Ships in Jam es River, and one in the 
nex.t River, and daily more to come in, as three 
did within foureteene daies after; one of which they 
endevou red to have surprised, but in vaine, as had 
also beene their whole attempt, had any the least 
fore.knowledge beene in those places where the Massacre 
was committed: yet were the hearts of the English 
eve:r stupid, and averted from beleeving any thing 
that might weaken their hopes of speedy winning 
the Savages to Civilitie and Religion, by kinde usage 
and fuire conversing amongst them. Hee, and the 
whole Counsell writ further, That Almighty God (they 
doubt not) h:tth his great worke to doe in this Tragedy, 
2nd will thereout draw honour and glory to his great 
Name:; safety, and a more ftourishing estate to them­
!Idves. and the whole Pbntation there; and the more ,6, 
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speedy conversion of the Children of those Savages 
to himselfe, since he so miraculously preserved so 
many of the English, whose desire to draw those 
people to Religion, by the carelesse neglect of their 
owne safeties, seemes to have beene the greatest cause 
of their owne ensuing destruction. Yet it pleased 
God to use some of them as instruments to save 
many of their lives, whose sou les they had formerly 
saved, as at James Citie, and other places, and the 
Pinnace trading in Pamounkey River; all whose lives 
were saved by a converted I ndian, disclosing the plot 
in the instant. 

These wilde naked Natives live not in great numbers 
together, but dispersed, and in small companies; and 
where most together, not above two hundred, and 
that very rare, in other places fifty or forty, or 
thereabouts, and many miles distant from one another, 
in such places among the Woods where they either 
found, or might easeliest make some cleared plots 
of ground, which they imploy wholly in setting of 
Corne, whereby to sustaine their li ves. These small 
and scattered Companies (as I have said) had warning 
given from one another in all their habitations to 
meete at the day and houre appointed for our destruction, 
at all our severall T ownes and places seated upon the 
River; some were directed to goe to one place, some 
to another, all to be done at the same day and time, 
which they did accordingly: some entring their H ouses 
under colour of trucking, and so taking advantage, 
others drawing our men abroad upon faire pretences, 
and the rest suddenly f.'liling upon those that were 
at their labours. 

By Letters and those that returned it is certified, 
that besides Master George Thorpe, before mentioned, 
Master John Berkeley, Captaine Nathaniel Powel, and 
his wife (daughter of Master William Tracy, and great 
with Childe) and Captaine Maycocke, all Gentlemen 
of birth, vertue, and industry, and of the Councell 
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th~, suffered under this theLr cruelty and tre.a~n. 
That the .. laughter had beene universall. If God had 
not put It mto the he.art of an Indian lxlonging to 
one. Perry. to disclose It, who living In the house 
of one Pace, was urged by another Indian his brother 
(who came the night before and lay with him) to 
kill Pace (so commanded by their King, as he declared) 
as he would kill Perry telling further, that by such 
an houre in the morning. a number would come from 
divers places to finish the Execution; who f.'1iled not 
at the time: Perries Indian rose out of his bed and 
reve.ales it to Pace, that used him as a Sonne: And 
thus the rest of the Colony that had warning given 
them, by this meanes was saved. Such was (God 
be thanked for it) the good fruit of an I nfidell con­
verted to Christianity; (or though three hundred and 
more of ours died by many of these Pagan I nfidcls, 
yet thousands of ours were saved by the meanes of 
one of them alone which was made a Christian: 
Blessed be God for ever, whose mercy endureth for 
ever; Blessed be God whose mercy is above his justice, 
and farre above all his works; who wrought this 
deliverance whereby their soules escaped even as a 
Bird out of the snare of the Fowler. 

Pace upon this discovery, securing his house, before 
day rowed over the River to James City (in that place 
neere three miles in bredth) and gave notice thereof 
to the Governour, by which meanes they were prevented 
there, and at such other Plantations as was possible 
for a timely intelligence to be given; for where they 
saw us standing upon our Guard, at the sight of a 
Peece they all ranne away. In other places that could 
have no notice, some Peeces with munition (the lise 
whereof they know not) were there carried away. 
and some few Cattell also were dest royed by them. 
And as Fame divulgeth (not withou t probable grounds) 
their King hath since caused the most part of the 
Gunpowder by him su rprized, to be sown e, to draw 
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there-from the like increase, as of his Mai2 or Corne, 
in Harvest next. And that it is since discovered, 
that the last Summer Opachankano practised with "a 
King of the Easterne shoare (no well-willer of. his) 
to furnish him with store of poison (naturally growing 
in his Countrey) for ou r destruction, which hee 
absolutely refused, though he sent him great store 
of Beades, and other Presents to winne him thereunto: 
which he, with nve or six of his great men, offered 
to be ready to justine against him. That the true 
calise of this surpriz.e was most by the instigation 
of the Divell (encmy to thcir salvation) and the daily 
feare that possest them, that in time wee by our 
growing continually upon them, would dispossesse them 
of this Country, as they had beene formerly of the 
West Indies by the Spaniard; produced this bloudy 
act. That never griefe and shame possessed any 
people more then themselves, to be thus butchered 
by so naked and cowardly a people, who dare not 
stand the presentment of a staffe in manner of a 
Peece, nor an uncharged Peece in the hands of a 
Woman, from which they flye as so many Hares; 
much faster then from their tormenting Divell, whom 
they worship for feare, though they acknowledge they 
love him not. 

§. III I. 
A Note of provisions necessarie for every Plante r 

or person all Adventurer to Virginia: and 
acciden ts since the Massacre. ll lHe Inconveniences that have happened to some 

persons which have transported themselves from 
England to Virginia, without provisions necessary 

to sustaine themselves, hath greatly hindered the Pro­
gresse of that Noble Plantation: For prevention of the 
like disorders hereafter, that no man suffer either through 
ignorance or misinformation; it is thought requisite to .6, 
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publish this short Dcdar:t.tion: wherein is contayncd a 
l"'rticular of such necessaries. as ~ither private h,milies 
or single persons shall have cause to furnish themselves 
witlt, for their beuer support at their first landing in 
Virginia; whereby also greater numbers may r«C'ive in 
part directions how to provide themselves. 

Appa-feU for one man and so after the rate 

One Monmouth Cap 
Three falling bands 
Three shirts 
One \Vastc-coate 
One sute of Canvasc: 
One sute of Frize 
One sute of Cloth 
Three paire of Irish slockins 
F oure paire of shooes 
One paire of garters 
One dooz.en of points 
One paire of Canvase sheets 

for marc. 
I.S. lo.d. 

I.S. J.d. 
7.'. 6.d. 
2.5. 

7.5. 

2.d. 
6.d. 

10.S. 

'5.5 . 

4· s. 
8.5. 8. 

10. 

J.d. 
8.5. 

Seven Ells of Can vase, to make a bed and houlster, to 
be filled in Virginia 8.5. 

One Rug for a bed 8.5. which with the bed serving 
for two men, halfe is 8.s. 

Five Ells coarse Call vase, to make a bed 
two men, to be lilled with straw 4.s. 

at Sca for 
5.5• 

6.s. is One coarse Rug at Sea for two men, will cost 
for one. 

Victuall for a whole yeere for aile man 
for more after the rate. 

Eight bushels of Meale 
Two bushels of Pcase at 3.5. 
T wo bushels of Oatmeale 4'S' 6.d. 
Onc galion of Aquavitre 
One gallon of Oyle 
T wo gallons of Vineger I .S. 

'" 

and so 

2.li. 
6.s. 
9·s. 

2.5. 6. 
J.s. 6.d. 

2.5. 

J.li. JS. 
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Armes for one man, but if halfe of your men 
have Armour it is sufficient, so that all 

have Peeces and Swords. 

One Armour compleat, light 
One long Piece, five foot or five and a 

·I7·s. 
halfe, neere 

I.Ii. 2.S. 

5·s. 

Musket bore 
One Sword 
One Belt 
One Bandaleere 

LS. 

I. S. 6.d. 
Twentie pound of Powder 
Six tie pound of shot or lead, Pistoll 

I S.S. 

and Goose shot 5.s. 
J.!i. 9.S. 6.d. 

Tooles for a Family of sixe persons, and so after 
the rate for more. 

Five broad howes at 2.S. a piece 
Five narrow howes at 16.d. a piece 
Two broad Axes at J.s. S.d. a piece 
Five felling Axes at IS.d. a piece 
Two Steele Hand-sawes at 16.d. a piece 
Two two-hand-sawes at 5.5. a piece 

10.S. 

6.5. S.d. 
7·s. 4·d. 
7.s. 6.d. 
2.S. S.d. 

One whip-saw, set and filed with boxe, file 
10.S. 

and wrest 
10.5. 

2.S. Two Hammers 12.d. a piece 
Three shovels IS.d. a piece 
Two Spades at I S.d. a piece 
Two Augers 6.d. a piece 
Six Chisscls 6.d. a piece 
Two percers stocked +d. a piece 
Three gimblets 2.d. a piece 
Two hatchets 2 [.d. a piece 
Two froves to cleave pale IS.d. 
Two hand-bils 20. a piece 
One Grindlestone +.s. 
Nailes of all sorts to the value of 
Two Pickaxes 
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4.5. 6.d. 
J.s. 
1.5. 

3.5 . 

B.d. 
6.d. 

3.s. 6.d. 
J.5. 

J.5. +.d. 
4. 5. 
2.1i. 
J.5. 

6.1i . 2.S. S.d . 
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HOIJ~hold Implements for a Family of SIX persoll", 
and so for man; or Jesse after the rate. 

bile Iron Pot 
On Keltic 
One large frying-pan 
One Griddiron 
Two Skillcts 
One Spit 
Platters, dishes, Spoones of wood 

For Sugar, Spice, and fruit and at 

7. 5 . 

6.5. 
2.5. 6.d. 
loS. 6.d. 

5.5. 
2.5. 

01-. 5 • 

1.li. 8.s. 
Sea for six mcn 

12 .5. 6.d. 
So the full charge of apparell victuall, armes, stacie'S, & 

houshold-stuffe, and after this fate for e3ch perSOll, 
will amount unto about the sum of I'LL 10.5. 

The passage of each man is 6.li . 
The fraight of these provisions for a man, will be about 

halfe a Tun, which is I.li. 10.5. 

So the whole charge wil amount to about 20.1. 

Nets, H ookes, Lines, and a T ent must be "dded if 
the number of people be greater, as also some Ki ne. 

And this is the usuall proportion that the Virginia 
Company doe bestow upon their T enants which they 
send. 

Whosoever transports himselfe or any other at his 
owne charge unto Virginia shall for each person so 
transported before Midsummer 1625. have to him and 
his heires for ever fiftie Acres of Land upon a first, and 
fiftie Acres upon a second division. 

Sir George Yeardly intending to visi t Smith s lies) fell 
sicke and thereupon sent M aster Porey with E stinien 
Moll a Frenchman to finde a convenient place to make 
Salt, in Namenicus King of P awtuxunt came and shewed 
them his naked braest, protesting the in side to be as free 
ill meaning, as that from deformitie, and promising 
welcome if they would come into his Countrey, which 
they promised. After this they having conferred with .6, 
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Kiptopckc King of Aquohanok, they passed Russels lies 
and Onancoke, and arrived at P awtuxunt. at Attough­
comoco the habitation of Namenacus, and Wamanato his 
brother, who came aboord them with a brasse Kettle bright 
without, within full of Oysters. He was shewed their 
hunting conducted forth by the younger and home by the 
elder: presented also with Beavers skinnes, which hee 
requited with such things as Wamanato said he would 
keepe them while nee lived, and burie them with him 
being dead: Namenacus his breast proved ulcerous within 
and treacherous, but without harme to them by reason of 
their circumspection: an ambush being provided in a 
\Vood at a point where they would have had them land. 
Kiptokepe is the elder brother, and yeelded the moytie of 
his Countrie to the younger, bearing still the g reater 
burthen in government but lesse honour, whereas on 
the Westerne shore, the younger beares the charge, the 
cider the dignitie. These are the most thriftie Savages, 
keeping Corne for all the yeere and having to spare, 
whereas others want for one halfe. T hey are also more 
clvill, just reckoners, use no Black-bay-ceremonies, and in 
Affinitie and Consanguinitie observe a larger distance in 
their Marriages. 

Anno ,62'2. the Abigail was sent, and therein Captaine 
Barwick with five and twentie men to build ships and 
Boats, and others to build the East I ndie Schoole. That 
fatal! Massacre, some thinke to have beene occasioned by 
Nemattanow, a S:1Vage called usually Jacke of the Feather, 
in best esteeme amongst them for courage and policie; 
who perswading one Morgan to go with him to Pamaunke 
to trucke, by the way slue him two or three dayes after 
hee returned to Morgans house, and answered his Servants 
asking for their Master that hee was dead, whereupon they 
would have had him to Master T horpe, but hee so moved 
their patience that they shot him. H ee (whom the 
Savages esteemed frec from hurt by the English and shot 
free) desired before his death that they would bury hi m 
with the English, and not make it knowne that hee was 
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slaine with :t bullet. OpachanClnough was moved wilh 
his lesse: so llS he threatnc:d revenge, which he could not 
e'~t but by treacherous pretence of greatest peace, after 
fours~ne dares by so m:tny deaths, giving life to thc 
following Tragedie : which you heard delivered by publike 
Authoritie. 

This terrible blow so affrighted all that it was can· 
c1uded, that all the pettie Plant3tions should be left. 
to make good II few places (some say five or six) whither 
for want of Boats their goods and cattell could not be 
so suddenly conveyed, but that much was exposed to 
the Savages cruell gleanings. Master Gookins at Nuports 
newes, h:aving thirtie five of all sortS with him refused that 
order, and made good his part against the Savages. 
Master Jordan at Beggoars Bush gathered a few about 
him, and fortified himselfe in despight of the enemie. 
Mistris Procter would have adventured the like, and 
did it for three weekes tiU the Officer.; (as some report) 
would no longer permit her. Captaine Nuse and Cap­
taine Crawshaw are much for providence and valour 
commended. Waters and his wife were kept prisoners 
by the Nansamuds (this Edward \Vaters is one of those 
three which fir st stayed in Bermuda, and found the great 
piece of Ambergreece) whence by chance upon occasion of 
a Boat lost by ill weather (whose company were saved) 
and comming on their shoare, they being busied in their 
Triumphs and Dances for joy, they found opportunitie to 
get into a Canoa, and escaped to Kecoughtan. Captaine 
Nuce called his Neighbours together when he heard of 
the Massacre, entrenched himsc1fe, and mounted three 
Peeces of Ordnance, so that in foure dayes hee was strong 
enough to defend himseJfe against aU the Barbarian forces. 
Captaine Crashaw with five others fortified himse1fe in 
despight of all the Savages, with the heJpe of other 
Savages, and made offer to the Colonie, if they would 
send him a shallop with Armes, men and provision for 
Trade, that the next Harvest he would provide them 
Corne sufficient, which then (in the latter end of June) .6, 
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was litlle to bee had in the Countrie. Captaine Maddeson 
is reported to have given over-hastie credit to an exiled 
King, which comming to Patowomeke for succour and 
not obtayning it, in revenge devised and slandeteq the 
Patowomekes with intent of betraying and kiUing the 
English: which credulitie produced effects of cruel tie and 
the conceits of bloudie treacherie conceived (if others 
conceive not falsly) treacherie and bloud. 

The last Summer 1623. they set forth a company which 
destroyed the Savages Corne and houses, and surpriz.ed 
Pamaunke chiefe Seat of Opachancanough. And the last 
report is that the Colonie is now in health, and that the 
Savages have returned seven of the English which they 
held prisoners, out of selfe guiltinesse and feare of 
revenge seeing ships still come thither, and wearie 
of their watchings and manifold losses and dangers. 
Opachankanough the author of the Massacre is said to 
have come to his end by meanes more sutable to his 
deserts, then perhaps agreeing with Christian simplicitie. 
A sicknesse after the Massacre fell amongst the English, 
by reason that from neere eightie Plantations, they wen: 
brought to fewer then eight, these distracted with a 
sudden remoove and distressed wants. It is thought 
that I Boo. survived both. 

His Majestie not a little moved with the losse of so 
many his good Subjects, and some complaints also being 
made of the Government, many of the Virginian Com­
pany here holding no such uniforme agreement as was 
meete: both shewed his gracious bountie in the gift 
of divers Armes out of the Towre, with further promises 
of his assistance; and appointed Commissioners to examine 
the Causes of Virginias not answering to the care and cost 
in so long time bestowed on her. 1 am no fit Relater of 
things cnsuing, and farrc unfitter Umpire in such differ­
ences. I will now speake to God rather then men: 
Quid enim nisia vota supersullt. My Prayers shaU be 
to the Almightic for Virginias prosperi tie ; who9C: 
Dwarfish growth after so many yetres, convulsions by 
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dl nttOnl there and "~r(' i.amcnt21 I n Ihe (nm 
pl •• "t!!. {II bOlh ~Idn (I Plut 1(' 5lu=h 111 her .tel". 
C'OtIlltU.IU:l2 .Iher 10 much bit ud 12kcn lrom h("t "'ok · 
nn. . ... nne arm" :titer \uc h.u on 0' :arm" 
anI.! 1(>I"'(c ; T.tnule:1In .. \arvin'" ;tll11d!.1 '}10th \bJ:.tllflC 
and Ic:rhi1t\c: 5U\WeT Ions hen:. ami f.dlt·~\ c~lon' thert 
(l'cnocr"SflntoC I mcnt;(ln nnt) ~Ihcr then cOllv('"iont of 
~a\'ag("s alter so m211) Icuncd 211d holy Ol\'inc. kill 
thllker; rCHetttC, o;\cknc c, JC.llhs, In !J() nch a 50)1(' , 
anJ heahhfull it Climate; wtu,t ,huulJ I U\? I can 
dc:r1orc, I doc: nClt much admIre, thaI we have had (,() 
much In \"Ir~\ma. and h:t\"c so little; the rroml!JeS as 
pfohahle as large, 2nJ ~ct the prcmL~s ycddinj::' 111 the 
conc1u~ion thiS \''¥Iman stcriiltie, 2nd nle:lgfcnc .... c rat her 
Ihcn the mul!lpllC:d 'S'IUe 2nd thnft of:l wonh\' l\1Jtron 
:tnJ .Mother of a \·anul)". answenble to her gre:lt Inheri­
tance there, and Jointer from hence. But what doc I III 

pb:nts, "here some perhaps ,nil complaine of my 
complarnlng? 1 will expect better from GoJ ami his 
Ma)(:st\l~_, 2nd while m)' 5(:lfe meal1e-whilc in the beuer 
thrmng of the English Colonic III Bermudas or Summer 
Ilands. 

Chap. XVI. 

Engli~h Voyages to thi.' Summer lIands; I lenry 
Mays !>hipwracke there '593 ' The fir~t 
Colonie sent ,612. 

is now time to leave the Continent ami S.,_ t.J,. 6. 
visit Bermudas, of Sir George Summers 
caUed Summer lIands. The occasion you 
had before related by MaSter Srndlle:, 
and that somc of their Comp:l!ly tooke 
up their abode there. This was not the 
first time that English eyes had scene: 

those Ilands. For in the ycere 1593. H enry May 
had beene there; one of Captaine uncasters Company. 
which had beene in the East In dies, and in returning had 
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put over to Trinidad, and thence to Puerto Rico and 
Hispaniola for refreshing, where Captaine Lancaster 
desired a Frenchman Monsieur de Barbotiere, to give 
this Henry May passage home with him. They departed 
from Laguna the last of November, and December the 
seventeenth were wracked on the North-west part of 
Bermuda about midnight. The Pilots making themselves 
at noone to be twelve leagues to the Southwards of the 
!land, certified the Captaine that they were from all 
danger: and demanded their wine of height, which 
they had thought they had beene cast away by the shore, 
but were seven leagues off; by the helpe of their Boat, 
and a Raft, sixe and twentie of above fiftie were saved. 
I (saith May) durst not presse in, but stayed in the ship 
almost full of water, till the Captaine being entred the 
Boat, called me to him, and I en~d leaving the better 
halfe of our company to the mercie of the Sea. We 
rowed all day till an houre or two before night, yet 
we could come on Land towing the Raft with the 
Boat. Having beene all day without drinke. wee 
sought long, and at last aile digging among weeds, 
found fresh water being only taine water, which was 
all we found. It pleased God that we had saved our 
Carpenters tooles, and going roundly to worke, we built 
a Barke of some eighteene tun, for the most part with 
trunnels and a few nailes. For tacklings we made a 
Voyage to our ship and cut downe her shrouds; in stead 
of Pitch wee made Lime and mixed it with the Oyle of 
Tortoises; assoone as the Carpenters had calked, spread­
ing it on with a sticke, which was soone dried by the heat, 
being in Aprill wee hasted away for feare of water &i1ing 
us. We made two great chists and calked them, and 
stowed them on each side our maine Mast, and so put 
in our provisions of mine water, and thirteene living 
Tortoyses for our food. The Hogs were leane, and there 
was store of Fowle, Fish and Tortoyses. There is 
also good fishing for Pearles. 

The eleventh of May we were cl«re of the Land for 
'7' 
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our Voyage to New-found-land, and on the twentieth fell 
with the Land neere to Cape Briton, and thence to the 
Banke of New-found-land, where a Barke of Falmouth 
tooJ:.e us in, wherein I had passage home. and arrived at 
Falmouth in August 1594. T hus much for May. 

Let us now heare the Relation sellt from an English 
Colonie planted there under the government of Master 
Richard Moore. This following D iscourse hath beetle 
printed, and was added to a Tractate of Master Silvester 
Jordan touching the wracke of Sir Thomas Gates and Sir 
George Summers on the Bermudas, which beeing delivered 
more fully by Master Strachic sup. cap. 6. I have here 
omitted, and proceed to the English proceedings in those 
Ila nds. 

Being bound for the Sommer Ilands, in the Ship called 

1612. 

the Plough, wee imbarked the eight and twentieth of [IV. IX. 

Aprill 1612 . So passing down to Gravesend, wee 1794·] 
anchored at Tilbcry-hope, untill the fifth of May. The 
wind comming faire, wee put forth and came to the 
Downes the sixth of May, where we staied till the 
ninth. And then setting forward wee had a faire and 
comfortable passage, and by Gods blessing found so direct 
a course, that on the eleventh of J uly in the morning, 
betwixt nine and ten of the clocke wee descried our hoped 
and desired Ilands, and in the afternoone of the same day, 
about three a clocke, wee arrived in a verie safe harbour 
neere S. Georges lland, there wee landed all our men Saint Grcrgfl 
and women, and had beene at anchor above an houre, /I(md. 

before wee could heare of our three men which had beene Thne mrll 
left there. As soone as wee had landed all our comp'"y, Itad staid 

hltilld, 'md 
we went all to praier, and gave thankes unto the Lord for wmf nCf (D 

our safe arrivall ; and whilest wee were at praier, wee saw Yilginio, 
our three men come rowing downe to us, the sight of lltlrttr, 

whom did much rejoyce us: so they we\comming us, and ~:ft;, tllld 
wee the like to them againe, we sung a Psaime, and tlr . 
praised the Lord for our safe meeting, and went to 
supper. 

The next day, being the Sabbath day, which wee 
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dedicated to God in the best manner wee could, wee 
abode still in the foresaid IIand, with all the rest of 
our company till Munday morning, being the thirteenth 
of July: Then we went up with our Ship and company 
higher into the harbour, to the place where these three 
men had planted themselves. They had planted Corne, 
great store of Wheat, Beanes, Tobacco and Mellons, with 
many other good things for the use of man: Besides they 
had wrought upon Timber, in squaring and sawing of 
Cedar Trees, for they intended to build a small Pinnace to 
carrie them into Virginia, being almost out of hope and 
comfort of our comming; because Cap. Davies time was 
to have beene with them long before we came. 

Wee were no sooner come within a league of the 
Land, but a company of Fish, as it were, met us, and 
never left us till wee were come to an ankor within 
the harbour; and as soone as we had passed over our 
businesse, and all things safe and in order, with a Hooke 
and Line wee tooke more then our whole company was 
able to eate, so that there was enough to feed many more. 
The next day after the Sabbath, wee went with our Net 
and Boat, and if we would have loaded two Boats wee 
might; and so may you do day by day, Fishes doe 
so abound, and there be of these sorts, Mullets, Breames, 
Hog-fish, Rock-fish and Lobstars, with more sorts of 
other Fish which I cannot name. 

TQrlQiru Turkles there be of a mightie bignesse; one Turkle 
gpllt, ,wi if will serve or suffice three or foure score at a meate, 
gnlll uu. especially if it be a shee Turkle, for shee will have as 

many Egges as will suffice fiftie or threescore at a meaJe: 
This I can assure you, they are verie good and wholsome 
meat, none of it bad, no not so much as the verie Guts 
and Maw of it, for they are exceeding fat, and make as 
good Tripes as your beasts bellies in England. And for 
Fowle we went the third day of our arrivall unto the 
Bird IIands (as wee call them) and using neither Stick, 
nor Stone-bow, nor GUll, we tooke them up with our 
hands so many as wee would. that everie one of the com-
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plny were to have some three, some foure a piece; three 
for a child, boy or girle, for a man foure; then reckon 
what those that served some fourescore people did 
amount unto. But this is for (ertaine, if wee would 
hav~ brought awaie twice so many morc we might. 

Some sixe daies after our camming. wee sent out for 
Hogges, so the company which went out brought home Hogs6}n(f1O'1 
some: for the meate of them, 1 hold your Mutton of ifrJuir jlMd 
En~land not of so sweet and pleasant a taste. '''t1~, (md ollr 

mOIJ 
or the inclination of the weather, considering in what stomarhf, (;>;_ 

climate it lies, wee have had (or the space of some fortie trom!itwily 
daies no raine, but verie coole and fresh gales of wind, swut. 
yet ill the day time verie hot: but wee agree with it verie Th~ w(QI"rr. 

well, and not a man that had lien sicke or diseased, but 
all likes well, and followes and imploies themselves to 
one businesse or other. 

For the fruites which the Land yeelds, they bee the Fruio. 
M ulberrie, great store, and Peares which have in them a PrQrrJ II~I 
red liquor, as the Pomgranat hath, or somewhat redder, ""I"tfoll. 

but verie wholsome: ifrou eate an hundred at one time, 
you shall never surfet 0 them, if you eate some propor-
tion of them they will bind, but if you exceed in eating of 
them, then are they of the contrarie operation: yet never 
any that hurt themselves by them, eate they never so 
many. It is certaine, that one man eate above a peck of 
them in some ten houres, and was never the worse. We 
have a kind of Berrie upon the Cedar Tree verie pleasant CdQr 
to eate; and for the Palmito Tree, the top of it is a great Burin. 

Pal",im. deale sweeter and wholsomer then any Cabedge. 
In some of our Hands there growes Pepper, but not so P~,,,r. 

good as our Indian Pepper: divers sorts of other good 
things there is, which the severall times of the yeere bring 
fo rth one after another: but the top of the Palmito Tree 
is in season and good all the yeere. Take a H atchet and 
cut him or an Augar and bore him, and it yee1ds a very 
pleasant liquor, much like unto you r sweet Wines; it PQltIIl_li~lIor. 
beares likewise a Berrie in bignesse of a Prune, and in 
taste much like. 
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Also wee have Olives grow with us, but no great store: 
many other good excellent things wee have grow with us, 
which this short time will not permit mee to write of 50 

largely as I might; but this is of truth, that Hogs. 
Turkles, Fish, and Fowle doe abound as dust of the 
earth: for Amber-greece and Pearle wee have not had 
leasu re, in so few daies since our arrivall to goe looke 
out for the one, or to fish for the other; but the three 
men which were left there, have found of them both. 
Also they have made a great deale of Tobacco, and if 
some would come that have skin in making it, it would 
be verie commodious, both to the Merchant, and to 
the maker of it. And for the Silk-worme, if any were 
brought over, and some of skill to use them, there 
would bee very much good done with them, for the 
verie Spider in these our Hands doth weave perfect 
fine Silke, both Yellow and White, 

The Timber of the Countrey consisteth of three sorts, 
the one is the Cedar, verie fine Timber to worke upon, 
of colour red, and verie sweet: the other sorts we have 
no name for, for there is none in the company hath 
seene the like in other Countries before we came, &c. 

A Copie of the Articles which Master R. More, 
Governour Deputie of the Sommer I1ands, 
propounded to the Company that were there 
with him to be subscribed unto, which both 
he and they subscribed the second of August, 
in his house, Anno 1612, which about the 
same time he sent into England, to the Wor­
shipfull Company of the Adventurers. 

W Ee, who have here under subscribed our names. 
being by the great goodnesse of God safely arrived 

at the Sommer Hands, with purpose here to inhabite. 
doe hereby promise and bind our selves, to the per­
formance of the severall Articles hereafter following. and 
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that in the presence of the most glorious God, who 
h:ath in mc=rcy brou~ht us h,thC'f. 

'Firse, We doe f.uthfully promise, and by these prc­
~nts. solemnly binde our selves evcr-more to worship 
that aforesaid ani)' true and cverliving God, who hnth 
made the Heavens, and the Earth, the Sea, and all that 
therem is, and that accordi ng to those rules that are 
prescribed in his most holy \Vord. and ever to continue 
in that faith into the which wee were baptised in thc 
Church of England, :lJId to stand ;n defence of the 
same against aU Atheists, Papists, Anabaptists, Brownists, 
and all other Heretikes and Sectaries whatsoever, dissent­
ing from the said \Vord and Faith. 

Secondly, because the keeping of the Sabbath day 
holy is, that wherein a principal! part of Gods worship 
doth consist, :lnd is as it were the Key of all the other 
parts thereof, wee do therefore in the presence aforesaid 
promise, T hat wee will set apart all our owne labours 
and imployments on that day, unlesse it be those that 
be of meere necessitie, much more vaine and unfruit­
full practises, and apply our selves to the hearing of 
Gods \Vord, Prayer, and all other exercises of Religion 
in his Word required, to the uttermost of our power. 

Thirdly, Seeing the true worship of God and holy 
life cannot be severed, we doe therefore promise in the 
presence aforesaid, That to the uttermost of ou r power 
we will live together in doing that which is just, both 
towards God and Man, and in particular we will for­
beare to take the most holy name of God in vaine, in 
ordinary swearing by it, or any other thing, or by 
scoffing, or vaine abusing of his most holy \-\ford, or 
to use cursing, or filthy speeches, or any other thing 
forbidden in Gods most holy Word, as also to live 
together without stealing one from another, or quarrel­
ling one with another, or slandering one of another : 
And to avoide all things that stand not with the good 
estate of a Chri~tian Church and well governed Common­
wealth, as also to embrace the contrary as Ju stice, and 

' 11 'I 

A.D. 

' 012. 



A.D. 

J612. 
PURCHAS HIS PILGRIMES 

Peace, Love, and all other things that stand with the 
good and comfort of Societie. 

Fourthly, Whereas we are here together farre remote 
from our native soile of England, and yet are indeed 
the naturall Subjects of our most Royall and gracious 
King James of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. Wee doe therefore 
in the presence aforesaid, solemnly promise evermore to 
continue the loyall Subjects of our said Soveraigne King, 
his Heires and Successors, and never to revolt from him, 
or them, unto any other whatsoever, but evermore to 
acknowledge his Supreme Government. 

Fifthly, Whereas wee were sent hither by divers 
Adventurers of the Citie of London, and other parts 
of the Realme of England, wee doe here in the presence 
aforesaid promise to use all diligence for the good of 
the Plantation, and not to purloyne or imbesell any of 
the prohibited commodities out of the generall estate, 
but to use all faithfulnesse, as it becommeth Christians 
to doe, as also to bee obedient to all such Governour 
or Governours, or their Deputie or Deputies, as are, 
or shall be by them sent to governe us; As also to 
yeeld all reverence towardes the Ministery or Ministers 
of the Gospel, sent, or to be sent. 

Sixtly and lastly, Wee doe here in presence afore­
said promise, the Lord assisting us, that if at any time 
hereafter any forrain power shall attempt to put us out 
of this our lawful possession, not cowardly to yeeld up 
the same, but manfully to fight as true Englishmen, 
for the defence of the Common-wealth we live in, and 
Gospel wee professe, and that whiles we have breath 
wee will not yetld to any, that shall invade us upon 
any conditions whatsoever. 

I had thought hitherto to have added a Letter of 
M. Hughes, written from thence, Dec: 21. I614. and 
printed. But our latter intelligence, being more ample, 
hath caused mee to omit him and others; Yea all things 
in some, and some things in all. M. Norwood hath 
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beene a diligent Surveyor of the place and accidents, 
and hath given a Map of the one (common to be sold) 
a~d a briefe relation of the other. But because his 
H istory of the Creatures is briefe, I have borrowed 
out of Captaine Smith, what he had borrowed of 
Capt. Butler, and others to give the Reader more full 
satisfaction in that kind. 

Chap. XV II. 
Relations of Summer lJands, taken out of M. 

Richard Norwood, his Map and N otes added 
thereto, printed [622. The History of the 
Creatures growing or living therein, being 
inlarged ou t of Capt. Smiths written Relations. 

Thomas Gates, and Sir George Sum­
mers, having staied in Bermuda nin e 
monetns, with helpe of such things as 
they saved with the Sea-venture, and of 
such as they found in the Countrey, had 
built of Cedar, and rigged fit for the 
Sea, two Vessels, a Ship and a P innace, 

2nd upon the tenth of May, ,6, o. departed toward 
Virginia, leaving andy two men behind them, and 
carrying them store of provision for the reliefe of the 
people there. Upon the foure and twentieth of May, 
they arrived safely therc, and shortly after some of 
them returned to the Sommer llands againe for a 
further supply, in the same Ship which they had 
formerly built there; where Sir George Sommers dying, 
his men did not according to his last charge givcn 
unto them, returne to Virginia; but framed their course 
for England. leaving behind them three men, that 
staied voluntarily, who shortly after found in Sommer­
set iland, which is a part of Sandys Tribe, a verie 
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This new discovery of the Sommer Ilands, being thul 
made knowne in England, to the Virginian Company, 
by these men which returned, they sold it to some 
hundred and twentie persons of the same Company, 
who obtained a Charter from his Majestie, and so hold 
it. A nd toward the latter end of Aprill, 1612. sent 
thither a Ship, called the Plough, with some sixtie 
persons to inhabite, appointing Governour one Master 
Richard Moore, a man ingenuous and carefull. who since 
dyed in Sir Walter Rawlyes last voyage to Guiana, (a 
place as appeareth by our Moderne Geographers, very 
rich and spatious.) But, as I say, he arrived there about 
the beginning of July, and found the foresaid three 
men that staied voluntarily, very weU. Master Moore 
spent the three yeeres of his government. for the most 
part in fortifying the Countrey, and trayning the people 
in Martiall exercises, which custome hath beene continued 
by his successours: hee built some nine or tenne Forts, 
placing Ordnance and Munition in them. In his time, 
the Lord sent upon the Countrey, a very grievous 
scourge and punishment, threatning the utter ruine and 
desolation of it: That it came from God I need not 
strive to prove, especially considering it was generally 
so acknowledged by us at that time: The causes and 
occasions of it, I need not name, being very well knowne 
to us all that then lived there, which were about sixe 
hundred persons, thought shortly after much diminished. 
I will ondy shew the thing it sci fe, which was a wonder­
full annoyance, by silly Rats: These Rats comming at 
the fir st out of a Ship, few in number, increased in 
the space of two yeeres, or lesse, so exceedingly, that 
they filled not one1y those places where they were first 
landed: But swimming from place to place, spread them­
selves into all parts of the Countrey. Insomuch, that 
there was no l land, though severed by the Sea from 
all other Lands, and many miles distant from the lies 
where the Rats had their originall, but was pestered 
with them. They had their Nests almost in every Tree, 
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• nd in all places their Burrowes in the ground (like 
Conies) to harbour in. They spared not the fruits of 
Prants and Trees, neither the Plants themselves, but 
cate • them up. \\'hen wee had set our Corne, ther 
would commonly come by troupes the night following, 
or so scone as it began to grow, and digge it up 
againe. If by diligent watching any of it were pre­
served till it came to earing, it should then vcry hardly 
scape them. Yea, it was a difficult matter after wee 
had it in our houses, to save it from them, for they 
became noysome even to the persons of men. \Vee 
used all diligence for the destroying of them, nourish­
ing many Cats, wilde and tame, for that purpose, wee 
used Rats-bane, and many times set fi re on the Woods, 
so as the fire might run halfe a mile or more before it 
were extinct: Every man in the Countrey was enjoyned 
to set twelve Traps, and some of their owne accord set 
neere a hundred, which they visited twice or thrice in 
a night. Wee trayned up our Dogs to hunt them, 
wherein they grew so expert, that a good Dog in two 
or three houres space, would kill fortie or fiftie Rats, 
and other meanes we used to destroy them, but could 
not prevaile, finding them still to increase against us. 

And this was the principall cause of that great dis­
tresse, whereunto wee were driven in the fi rst planting 
of the Countrey, for these, devouring the fruits of the 
earth, kept us destitute of bread a yeeTe or two, so that, 
when wee had it afterwards againe, wee were so weaned 
from it, that wee should easily neglect and forget to eate 
it with our meat. We were also destitute at that time 
of Boats, and other provision for fis hing. And moreover, 
Master Moore had received warning from England, that 
hee should expect the Spaniard that yeere, yet they came 
not, but with two ships, attempting to come in , and 
having their Boat before them to sound the way. were 
shot at by the said Master Moore from Kings Castle, and 
as we supposed one of them stricken through , whereupon 
they presently departed. But (as I say) this expectation 
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of them caused us (though in great necessitie) to hasten 
the fortifications of the Countrey. All these joyntly (but 
principally the Rats) were the causes of our distresse: fOr 
being destitute of food, many dyed, and wee all be~ame 
very feeble and weake, whereof some being so, would 
not; others could not stir abroad to seeke reliefe, but 
dyed in their houses: such as went abroad were subject, 
through weaknesse, to bee suddenly surprized with a 

TIi~ h"g~. disease we called the Feages, which was neither paine 
nor sicknesse, but as it were the highest degree of 
weaknesse, depriving us of power and abilitie for the 
execution of any bodily exercise, whether it were working, 
walking, or what else. Being thus taken, if there were 
any in company that could minister any reliefe, they 
would straightwayes recover, otherwise they dyed there : 
Yet many after a little rest would be able to walke again, 
and then if they found any succour were saved. 

About this time, or immediately before, came thither 
a company of Ravens, which continued with us aU the 
time of this mortalitie, and then departed. There were 
not before that time, nor since (so far as I heare) any 
marc of them seene there. And this, with some other 
reasons of more moment, moved many to thinke that 
there was some other Bands neere the Sommer Ilands, 
betweene Virginia, and it; and M. Moore (in his time, 
with some other of us) went forth in a Boat so far as 
then wee could conveniently, of purpose to discover it: 
Since then, it hath beene endeavoured by other, and is yet 
(as I heare) to be further attempted. And howsoever 
I am perswaded (for certaine causes which 1 cannot here 
relate) there is no such thing; Yet would I not dis­
animate any from this enterprise, for if they find any, 
their labours will be well recompenced; and though 
they find none, yet might they discover those parts so 
well, that the passage to and from Virginia would be 
more safe and easie. 

But to returne from whence wee have digressed : 
The extremitie of our distresse began to abate a little 
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before M. Moores time of government was expired, 
partly by supplies out of England, of victuall and pro­
vision for fishing, and partly by that rest and libertie 
we t.hen obtained, the Countrey being fortified. Yet 
the Rats encreased and continued almost to the end 
of Captainc Tuckers time, although hee was provident 
aud industrious to destroy them, but toward the end 
of his time it pleased God (by what meanes it is not 
wei known) to take them away, insomuch that the wilde 
Cats and many Dogs which lived on them were famished, 
and many of them leaving the Woods, came downe to 
the houses, and to such places where they use to garbish 
their Fish, and became tame. Some have attributed this 
destruction of them to the encrease of wild Cats, but 
that's not likely they should be so suddenly encreased 
rather at that time, then in the foure yeeres before. And 
the chiefe occasion of this supposition was, because they 
saw such companies of them leave the Woods, and shew 
themselves fo r want of food. Others have supposed it 
to come to passe by the coolnesse of the weather, which 
notwithstanding is never so great there, as with us in 
March, not scarce as it is in April, except it be in the 
wind; besides the Rats wanted not feathers of young 
Birds and Chickens which they daily killed, and of 
Palmeto Mosse (as wee call it) to build themselves warme 
nests out of the wind, as usually they did. Neither doth 
it appeare that the cold was so mortall to them, seeing 
they would ordinarily swim froOl place to place, and 
be very fat even in the midst of Winter. It remaineth 
then, that as we know God doth sometimes effect his 
will without subordinate and secondary causes, and 
sometimes against them: So wee need not doubt, but that 
in the speedy encrease and spreading of these Vermine; 
as also, in the preservation of so many of us by such 
weake meanes as we then enjoyed, and especially in the 
sudden removall of this great annoyance, there was joyned 
with, and besides, the ordinary and manifest meanes, a 
more immediate and secret worke of God. 
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t'ow 10 rrmcc:d. M Moores tlme of goYttftmmt 
h.:.lng uplrcJ. C.l.pt. 1'ucker succeeded. arriving (here 
.. bout 11\1~I-M ... y, 1616. who hk(WIK governed (ucord,ng 
to the cu .. ,omc) three: yccrcs; whu:n time hCII: !penl, (c:K 
Ihe mO!it p;art, In husb..rndring the Counlrcy, plantmg and 
noun!hmg all .uch thlOgs as were fO~lnd 6t Clther for 
tnhj~ or tor the 'ustenlaUOn and ux. of the Inhabttanh. 
WhCfClII hee travelled with much Jiligcllce and good 
uc.c~-.c. se-n,hng to 'Orne parts of the [ndies for Plants 

atilt Fruils: n« abo addaJ to the Fortification ... and 
made some Inclosure5. III his time, nt.. in the )"eere 
161~. W;&! Knt:r. hlp and provision. With men of skiU. 
tor thc killing of Whales; but tbey arnvcJ thae too 
l:tlc 10 Wit, about the midst of Apm. so lhott before they 
could make ready their Sh:tllops, and hI thcm5e.lvcs. the 
rnneip;lll ~;&'On for Wtrale-nshlng w;a.s !"'lSI: For the 
Whale come lhlther III ) anu:lI")', and dep;arl Illf.ainc: toward 
Ihe I;mcr cmJ of MIlY' Yet they "trook somc, but lound 
Ihem '" hvely. l\\,lfl, & fierc:e lifter they were ""c!tw, 
Ihat they could flake none. They yeeld grnt 'tOrIC of 
0,.1(', ;as IIrpcarcd by one th':l01 dnavc to ,hOlre on 
Somrner1C:t land. HI &utJp Tribe lind by another that 
we found 1I0t fILl' from thence UI:;II.1 upon a Rocke. 

I :lho received by IIptliine Tucker, dIrections from the 
AdVenturer" to dlvidl: Ihc Countrcy. and to u'tgnc 10 
co'u;h Adventurer hi, !lhllrc.<J or rortioll of Lanl.!: and 
wl(hllll. It oe'K:ription, wuh note~ touching the- manner 
how they would have It dOlle, II!! thl!)' h;aJ fOmlerly 
determine"," by Lot. Which thins I \hd with :ill fiuthful­
IId!le lind diligence, Ihe mall ncr 01 II doth above appeare • 
.lnd it Rlore l.trgdy mllntfeneJ In Il Booke of thc Survey 
of the Country, cxhiblte~i to Ihc Rilht Honorable hIS 
MlJC .. tlC' <':oUII'KII, !lnd the CO\lrt ot At1venhtl"C" for 
Ihese pam. ,\no Ihc.n bcgnn this, which WI!! before n 
II were 1111 \IMctleu :and confused ChOlOS (I mnnc as 
touching a Ptlll1tlHtOn, tor considered Dnciy as I Rcglmt"nt 
It W:llt otherwitc) to retCLVe II COnven,,:nl dl1po$won. 
j~,tmc., lint! ()rder, 2nd (0 become Indeed a PI;l.otlclOn; 
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for though the Countrey was small, yet they could not 
have beene conveniently disposed and well settled, 
\vithout a true description and survey made of it; and 
ag<\ine every man being settled where hee might con­
stantly abide, they knew their businesse, and fitted 
their houshold accordingly. They built for themselves 
and their Families, lIot Tents or Cabins, but morc 
substantial! houses: they elecred their grounds, and 
planted not andy such thin@:s as would yeeld them 
du:if frUIts in a yecre, or halte a yeere: hut all such 
too, as would affoord them profit after ccrtaine yeeres, 
&c. So that in short time after, even before expiration 
of Captaine Tuckers government, the Country began to 
aspire and nt:erely to approch unto that happinesse and 
prosperity wherein now it flourisheth. For may it not 
justly be accounted happinesse and prosperi tie, for men 
to live where they enjoy the meanes of true Religion 
and Salvation, to wit, the sincere Ministerie of the 
\Vord and Sacraments? where the government is good 
without rigour and oppression, the place health full and 
temperate? where they are freed from all extreme care 
and toyle? where they have food in abundance, and 
very good, with other things needfull to the body? and 
where they have Commodities meete for Trade, by 
which they better advance their estates? all which and 
more is largely verified in the pn.'sent estate of that 
Colonie, whatsoever some maliciously minded, or to 
evi11 ends suborned, may say to the contrary, so that 
there may seeme to bee a restauratiOIl of that Golden 
Age so much spoken of. 

The Governour now there resident, is one Captaine 
Butler, for Captaine Tucker departing thence in Decem­
ber 1618. left in his place Captaine Kendall (who also 
was one that supplied the same place in the interim, 
betweene Master Moores time and Captaine Tuckers, 
and hath spent some nine or ten yeeres in the Coulltrey. 
But in the yeere 1619. about Midsummer, the Ad­
venturers sent thither as Governour fo r three yeeres 

" 5 

A.D. 
161 9. 



PUIlC lI AS ill S P I LG IUMES 

(according to the custome) the said Captaine Butler, 
and foure ships, with some five hundred persons, there 
bceing at that time in the Countrcy anely five hundred 
more: for by the space of foure yccres, to wit, durjng 
the tatter part of Master Moores government, and all 
the time of Captainc Tuckers, they had sent few thither, 
being almost hopelesse of the place, by reason of the 
Hats: But since there have beene sent many companies 
more then have corne to my knowledge. Insomuch 
that I understand the Countrcy is now almost fully 
planted and inhabited. 

Thus have I brieRy related (so farre fonh as hath 
come to my knowledge and remembrance) every thing 
of most notc and importance that hath befallen In the 
first Discoverie and planting of these Hands, till this 
present. I have laboured to contr:tct my ~Ife, yet have 
exceeded my entendcd limits. Now I must speake 
something of the Countrey it sclfe: Which consisteth 
of a company of smaU Ilands, situate and formed as 
above appeareth. It Iyeth in the \Vesterne Ocean, in 
that part of the World lately discovered, and called 
America, or the New \Vorld, vulgarly, the \Vest Indies: 
It hath Latitude, or Elevation (as is abov~id) 32. 
degrees '25. minutC5, which is almost the same with the 
Maderaes, or r:tther more Southward. 

The Countrey is round about environed with Rockes; 
which to the Northward, \\'estward, and Southward, 
extend further then hath beene yet discovered: By reason 
of these Rockes the Countrey is very strong: For there 
is ondy two places (and scarce two, except to such as 
know them well) where shipping may safely come in: 
and those places are very well fortified: but within is 
roome to cntcrtaine a Royall Fleet. The Rockes in 
most places appeare at a low water: neither are they 
much covered at a high w:tter; For it ebbcs and Rowes 
there, not above five foot. The shoare it selfe (for the 
most part) is a Rocke: so hard ned by the Sunne, Wind, 
and Sea, that it is not apt [0 be worne by the \Va\'es; 
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who~e violcnc~ IS al'iO broken by thc Rocks. before the,!, 
come at tllC "h02re. Thc l\loul~t l!t of dIVer' coloun; 
neither Clay. nor S:lnd, but a mcanc bctM."cnc, The 
Req. which resembleth Cb,. is wor"t; the whimh. 
resembling Sand, :lnd the blacklo.h. Clay. 15 good: thc 
Browne. betwttne ,hem both (which they call whuc. 
btt2u~ there IS mingled With It, as )[ were a white 
MarIe) is ~!ot. Under thc rvlould t"O or thrte foote 
deere. and somctimes lesse. is a kmd of whltc. hard 
sub"tance, which the)" call thc Rocke: Ihe Trce:§ usu:llly 
fasten thclr Roots III It and draw their noun~hmcnt 
from 11: Neither IS It indeed Rocke or tone, nor 'iO 

hard, though for the most put harder then Chalke; 
not so white. but Pumlce·hke and Spangle, eaSily 
recciving and contayning much water ' I have !("ene, 11\ 

some places, CIa)' found under it. It seemes to be 
engendred 0( the RalllC water. dra)'lIIng through the 
earth, and draWing with it of his substance, unto a 
ttrtaine depth where it congeale5. The harJest kllld 

A.U. 

Ihlt). 

of it (which IS common I)" under thc red ground) is 
not 50 Spongie, nor relaynes much w:ater; but I)"eth (1\ 
In the ground III Quarries, as It were thickc SI:Hes one 
upon another: and there is some chinkes or crevises 
betwixt one lare 2nd another, through which the watcr 
hath passage: so that in such places there IS scarce found 
any fresh water. For all, or the most part of their Iresh 
water (whereof they have good store) commeth out of the 
Sea; d rayning through the Sand, or through the foresaid 
substance, which they call the Rocke, and It.:·avlng his Salt 
behind it becomes fresh: Sometimes we digged Welles of 
fresh water, within foure or five paces of the Sea-side; 
sometimes further off. The most part of them would 
ebbe and Row, as the Sea did, and be.: levell or liulc higher 
then the Superficies of the Sea. 

/1",4. 

T he Ai re is most commonly cleere, very temperate, 
moist, with a moderate heate) very health full, and apt 
for the Generation and nourishing of all things; so that 
there is scarce any thing transported from hence th ither, 
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but it yeelds a farre greater encrease; and if it be any 
living thing, becomes fatter and better liking, then here. 
By this mcanes the Countrey was so replenished witli 
Hennes and Turkeyes, within the space of three or foure 
yeeres, that becing neglected, many of them forsooke the 
Houses, and became wilde, and so lived in great abund­
ance. The like cncrease there is of Hogges and other 
Cattle, according to their kinds. There seemes to be 
a continuall Spring, which is the cause that some few 
things come not to that maturitie and perfection, as were 
requisite. And though the Trees doe shed their leaves, 
yet are they alwayes full of greene. 

Their Corne is the same which they use almost in all 
parts of the "Vest Indies, to wit, Maiz: which, to such as 
are used to it, is more heartie and nourishing then our 
English Wheate, and yeelds a farrc greater increase, as a 
pOllnd, somctimes, of one or two graines. Of this Corne, 
and divers other things, without either plowing or digging 
the ground, they have two Harvests every yeere: for they 
set about March, which they gather in July; and againe 
in August, which is ripe in December: And little slips of 
Figge trees, and Vines, doe usually heare fruit with in lesse 
then a yeere after they are planted, sometimes in halfe a 
yeere. The like fertilitie it hath in other things. 

There is scarce at any time to be perceived either Frost 
or Snow, nor any extreme heate; for there is almost 
alwayes some wind stirring, which cleereth and cooleth 
the Aire. Their Summers and Winters observe the same 
times with ours, but their longest dayes and nights are 
shorter then ours in England, by two houres and almost a 
halfe: as also their shortest dares and nights are as much 
longer thcn ours: for their longest dares and nights are 
about fourteene houres, and their shortest ten. When it 
is Noone with us, it is Morning with them; and when it 
is about five of the c10cke in the Evening with us, it is 
high-noone with them: so that whilest the Sun declines 
with us, it riseth with them, as also it doth in Virginia. 
It is apt to Thunder and Lightning all the yeere, oft-
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times more terrible then in England; but no man, or 
other living creature have I knowne hurt by it. There 
is no venemous creature in the COUll trey : the yellow 

161 9. 

Spi,der which is there, making her Webbc as it were Spidm. 
of Silke, and bringing forth her young (as the A1chimists 
their stone) of Egges like little Balles of Quick-silver, is 
not perceived to bee any whit vcnemous. Yet there is a 
Plant (that climbeth Trees like lvie, the leafe also of the 
S3me colour, but in shape like the Vine) that is somewhat 
vencmous, but of no great force. 

There is great store and varietie of Fish, and so good 
as these part of the World affoords not the like ; which 
being for the most part unknownc to us, each man gave 
them names as they best liked: as one kind they called 
Rocke-fish , another Groopers, others Porgie-fish, H og­
fish, Angle-fish, Cavallies, Yellow-tayles, Spanish Makerell, 
Mullets, Breame, Connie-fish, Morrayes, Sting-rayes, 
Flying-fish, &c. The like they did by the Fowle, as 
Cohooes, Sand-birds, H erons, Ducke and T eale, P em­
blicoes, Castle· boobies, Hawkes, &c. 

The Countrey when we first beganne the Plantation, 
was all over-growne with Woods and Plants of severall 
kinds: and to such kinds as were unknowne to us (which 
were the most part) we also gave names; such as were 
knowne retayning their olde names: as Cedars, Palmetoes, 
Black-wood, White-wood, Yellow-wood, Mulberie-trees, 
Stopper-trees, Lawrell and Olive-trees, Mangrowes, 
Pepper-trees, Yellow-bery-weed, Red-weed: These, and 
many others, wee found naturally growing in the Coun­
trey. But since it hath beene inhabited, there hath beene 
brought thither, as well from the Indies as from other 
parts of the World, sundry other Plants, as Vines of 
severall kinds, Sugar-canes, Figge-trees, Apple-trees, 
Oranges, Lemmons, Pomegranets, Plantancs, Pines, Par­
snips, Raddishes, Artichokes, Potatoes, Cassavi, Indico, 
and many other: Insomuch that it is now become as it 
were some spacious Garden or Nourcerie of many pleasant 
and profitable things. 
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Now ,f I "haulJ proceed to Il mrm:- 'FCCQU Narration, 
and 'peake or all theM l'bn~. Bird" Fi,ho. and atnCT 
rc:m.1rkJ.blc Ihtn~' particululy: 1 could not but bee much 
luger thell W1:rc any wolyC'l npedicnt In thi, pl;u;.e.. 
Ik'lu.J~ I h:llV1: long !lIncc undC't'ltood. that Captalnc 
Bulla- (the Go\'crnour thelt rnidcnt) h.llb un~.krbkcn 
to Wnlc of thc."C and the: like ching"-. \a pecuhar Tre2ll5c, 
11 .... !h"rdote th.lI i, ,poken touching the n:Uurc: of the 
Cauntrcy In Rcm::nall. "h:dl nlRU:c, Onoh to nuke choice 
of twa putlcub,... whc:n:oi I w,1I tpoke. "not ~ brgclr :u 
the Ih1ngy. require; hut 10 fitn'c ronh lLt WIll be metl and 
(01n-cmetIC in thu, pbcc. 

' rhe hr" ,hill' bc:c rhe TonoY'C. whic:h they call a 
Tunic' \'fhieh h.a ... ing tnmc affimtic ;tn(1 rnc:mbbncc wuh 
I;;,h¢". lka.'ItTo, :and r'owl~, ,'"-II 'Kf't,'C in'tt:lJ of:a H~ 
10f1C or them ..JI. The other ~)J ~ WI .hith the), czlI 
,he pnckJeti Pc.1tc-tree wntCh p.1t1icifOl1Ag In ~tUfl:', and 
rt'1Cmbling In lOme I binK', herb! and In othu T rtt!. ~ 
,h;tll hkewllIC Jen'C in slc-.ad of the i'o'atUr.lJl Histone of 
them bolh . 

i \nJ fint of the Turck!e. not rcgurding (for bn:vities 
ukc-) the luge DlKOurso of olhen; I wiU and)" write 
,,'h"l I tuvc kent lnd knowtlC' my ~Ife. The\' an: in (he 
,hlf""t or theIr bodie hit!: J Crib--rish; :Iond have foun: 
finnd: Ihey ar<: u g~t ;as thn::~ or foun: men an "me' 
the upper jXlrt of them is ('O\.'C1'td WIth il gmt .o;heU. 
which \\" aU 1 C:1l1e)' 'p;,uch. w~ghing (as I t:akc it) 
hlUe It hunJra.1 \\elght: thc fidh ,h;), c:Ic-.a"cth to the 
in",iJc 01 tnl' beIng rO'\lcJ 19:aUl\t the: lirt:, is. e'(cdl~n( 
mc:ale ' alrnntt lik~ tne ~brro .. • of Ikc-(c: but Ih~ shell it 
~Ife harder thtn I lorne: Ihn: h-;uh .1150 i1 shell on her 
bdl)'. not to h.ll"u, but bcin~ bo)'leJ it becommt"th soft, likt" 
,hc "'Incw" or Sl"I't\e of BC(lfc; luJ gooJ mc;tll;. Tht'SC" 
li"'e 1/1 the Sc .. , \pcnliinB the Spring IIIIlC, ~IIJ part of the 
Summer .I00U( tilde; 11.111"'1: but the residue of tht }"C('re, 
we know flOI where. Tht\' om: like to Fowle HI rt'Spct:t 
elf the "1l.llInc"!ItC ;l.1H1 r",hitHt Qf their hC""J.do: :and lIe;("kcs' 
wllll.h !arc wn/lkle~1 like'" l urkcyC'!., hut "hite. (Iud Uf.lt 'to 
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sharpe billed. T hey also breed their young of Egges 
which they lay. T hey resemble Beasts, in that their flesh 
is like Veale, but more hard and solid; and they feed 
atw,ayes upon grasse growing at the bottome of the water; 
neither can they abide any longer under water. then they 
hold their breath ; which the old ones will doe long: hut 
the young ones being chased to and fro, cannot continue 
two minutes with out comming up to breathe. Shortly 
after their camming in, the Male and F emale couple, 
which wee call cooting; this they continue some three 
dayes together, during which time, they will scarce sepa­
rate though a Boat come to them, nor hardly when they 
are smitten. Not long after, the Shce-Turckle comes up 
by night upon some Sandie Bay; and further up then the 
water useth to flow, shee digges a hole with her finne in 
the Sand, some two foote deepe; and there comming up 
several! nights, layes her Egges, some halfe a bushell 
(which are about the bignesse of a Hennes Egge, and 
round as a Ball) and each time covers them with Sand 
very curiously; so that a man shall hardly finde the 
place. These Egges (as it seemes) are afterwards hatched 
by heate of the Sunne, and then by the Providence of 
God (the meanes are yet unknowne to us) are brought 
out of the earth, for wee could never perceive that shee 
returnes any more to them, and yet in likelihood they 
remaine not long in the Earth after they are hatched, 
because (as 1 have before said) they cannot live without 
breathing. We sometimes see of the young ones no 
bigger then a mans hand, which some fish will devoure. 
They grow slowly, and seeme to have a very long life, 
they will sleepe on the top of the water, and were wont to 
sleepe often on the Land, till the Countrie was peopled; 
they will also live out of the water some three weekes, 
and that without meate, but mourne and pine away; they 
are very wittie. Being on the Land turned upon their 
backes, they can no more without some helpe or advan­
tage recover themselves; by which meanes when they 
~orne Of) shoare to lay their Egges, they are easily taken, 
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as also they are when they are cooting. But otherwise 
wee take them for the most part by night, making a great 
light in a Boate, to which they will sometimes swimme, 
and seldome shunnc: so that a man standing readie with a 
staife in his hand, which hath at one end a socket, wherein 
is an I ron lesse than a mans finger, faure-square and sharpe, 
with a line fastned to it, hee striking this Iron into the 
upper shell of the Turckle, it stickes so fast, that after 
shee hath a little tired her sclfe by swimming too and fro, 
shee is taken by it. They will live, the head being cut 
off, fcure and twentie houres; so that if you cut the flesh 
with a Knife, or touch it, it will tremble and shrinke 
away. There is no meate will keepe longer either fresh 
or salt. 

But leaving these, we will now come to speake of the 
Prickled Peares, which are a fruit growing in these 
Ilands, in such places as are scarce fit for any thing else, 
namely, upon Rockes and Cliffes, and commonly by the 
Sea side, as if the salt-water did somewhat helpe to the 
generation and nourishing of them. The tree seemes to 
grow certaine yeeres before it heares fruit, and then to 
continue bearing, very many yeeres, having almost all the 
yeere long fruit upon it. And although we call this 
a Tree, yet hath it scarce any bodie or branches, but 
consisteth in a manner wholly of leaves and fruit, soft and 
brittle. 

But we will give you a larger H istorie of the Creatu res 
from Captaine Smith, in the next Chapter. 
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Chap. X VIII. 

Extracts out of Captaine John Smiths Historie 
. of Bermudas, or Summer lIands ; touching 

the English Acts and Occurrents there from 
the beginning of the Plantation. 

one hundred and twentie of the 
Virginian Company bought that T itle 
which the Company might seeme to 
have to Bermuda, and obtayned Letters 
Patents of his Majestie. Sir Thomas 
Smith was elected Treasurer, and 
Master Richard Moore sent thither 

with the first Colonie, which found the three men well, 
Caner, Chard, and 'Vaters, which had found store of 
Ambergrice, which was the occasion of great stirres 
betwixt Moore and KendaU, (who was imprisoned ) 
Chard (who was condemned and on the Ladder to be 
hanged, but reprived, and all Moores time detayned 
prisoner) and Captaine Davies, who had almost kindled 
a mutinie till better thoughts did better him. Sic vas 
non vobis, was the conclusion of that Treasure to the 
finders, howsoever Davies and Kendall are said to have 
licked their fingers well. For the naturall Historic 
thereof I have added thus much out of him to that 
which before hath beetle delivered by others. 

The most troublesome to these llands are the \~Tinds 
and Wormes, specially in the Spring and Autumne, 
rather to awaken industrie then to cause despaire. 

The Musketas or Flies are very busic, with a cer­
taine Indian bugge called by the Spaniards, a Cacaroatch, 
which creeping into Chists by their ill sen ted dung 
defile all, besides their eating. Little Ants are in 
Summer so troublesome that they are forced to dry 
their figs on high frames, annointing the feet with 
Tarre which stay their passage that else would spoile 
all. Wormes in the earth are noisome to their Corne 
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and T obacco, causing them great labour every morning 
to destroy them; which else would destroy all. Larg~ 

Lizard,. Lizards have been there, now destroyed by the Cats. 
Spidtrr. Spiders are large but beautifully coloured, as if they 

were adorned with Silver, Gold, and Pearle; their 
''''cbs in Summer woven from Tree to Tree, a perfect 
raw Silke in substance and colour, so strong that Birds 
like Snites bigger then Black-birds, arc snared in their 
Nets. 

FrmiltJ. There are grey and white H earne, grey and greene 
Plover, wild Ducks, and Mallards, Coots, Red-shankes, 
Sea-wigeons, g rey Bitternes, Cormorants, numbers of 
small Birds, like Sparrowes and Robbins, which have 
lately beene destroyed by the '~!ild Cats, very many 
Wood-peekers, Crowes, which since the Plantation are 
killed, and seldome seene except in places least inhabited, 
where they are observed to take their flight about 
Sun-set, directing their course toward the North-west, 
which causeth the conjecture of other Bands. (Yea, 
the Spaniards say this is not true Bermuda, &c.) 
sometimes also are seene Falcons, Jarf.·t!cons, Osprayes, a 
Bird like a Hobby, holden but a passenger . 

The Cohow is so termed of his voice; a night Bird 
all day hid in the Hockes. The Egge-bird on the 
first day of May constantly observed to come, they 
begin to lay Egs as big almost as Hens Egges; so 
continuing ti ll Mid-summer, so tame you must thrust 
them off; then permitted to breed (growing weake) 
and their young are excellent meate. The Egges of 
those are white; of the Cohowes speckled, as bigge as 
H ennes ; strict inhibition was made for their sparing 
beeing almost destroyed. 

T he Tropiks Bird hath his name of the places 
where he is most seene. Another Bird of her Cry is 
called Pemblico, seldomc seene by day, an unwelcome 
Prophet of Tempests by her clamorous crying. Owles 
are now gone, Pigeons prosper not. Tame Duckes and 
Geese are there. 
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Now for Plants there growing, the most n:mllrkeable 
are, the Payson-weed, which is much in our English 
h 'le, with the tOllch thereof causing rednesse, itching and 
blist~rs, all which after a while passe awa~ of themselves 
without further hurt. 

The Red-reed is a tall Plant, whose stalke IS 

covered with a fed rind; the Raate steeped, or a 
small quantitie of the juyce drunke alone procureth a 
forceable Vomit, generally used and effectual against dis­
tempers of the stomacke. 

A kind of \:Vood-bind is common neere the Sea 
running on T rees like a Vine, the truit somewhat 
like a Beane but Ratter, which eaten any way causeth 
to purge vehemently, yet without further harme. 

Another small Tree causeth costivenesse. T here is 
also a Plant like a Bramble, bearing a long yellow 
fru it with a hard shell, and within a hard Berrie which 
stamped and taken inwardly, purgeth gently. 

Red-Pepper is a fruit like our Barberies, which 
beaten, or bruized with the T eeth, sets all the mouth 
on a heat, for the time terrible; but swallowed whole 
have the same operation that blacke Pepper. 

The Sea-feather is a P lant growing on the Rocks in 
the bottome of the Sea in forme of a Vine-leafe, but 
farre more spread with veines of a palish red, strangely 
interlaced and weaved into each other: the vertue 
unknowne. 

A.n, 
,612. 

There are besides fruits thither carried which thrive [1\ .. h. 
and multiply, \Vhite, Red, Yellow Potatoes, Sugar- 1801.] 

canes, lndicoes, Parsnips, exceeding large Radishes, 
Cassavi (the American root for bread) the Indian 
Pompeon, the water Melon, the Muske Melon, the 
most delicate P ine-apple, Plantans, and Pap:l.wes; the 
English Artichoke, Pease, &c. 

Master Moore applied himselfe to fort ifying and to MOIJm F~r'l. 
traine his men: hee laid the foundation of eight or 
nine Forts, called the Kings Castle. Charles Fort, 
Pembrokes Fort. Smiths Fort, Gates Fort, Vvarwickes 
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Castle, Saint Katherines Fort, &c. mounting therein all 
such Ordnance as he had. Being busied in these at"ld 
other necessaries, which held the men hard at worke, 
Master Keath the Minister, a Scot, taxed him in the 
Pulpit for grinding the faces of the poore, oppressing 
his Christian brethern with Pharoos taxes; for which 
being convented, and by the generality contraried, he 
fell on his knees and asked pardon, which was easily 
with good admonition granted. Two other male­
contents were condemned to be hanged, one of which 
for feare fell into a dead palsie, the other was freed, 
and after proved a good labourer. He got two 
peeces of Ordnance out of the Sea Venture (Sir George 
Summers wracke) framed a Church of Timber, which 
was blowne downe and reedified, and another built in 
a closer place with Palmito leaves. Before the yeare 
expired, an Adviso with thirtie passengers were sent, 
to prepare for Spaniards; which made them fall so 
hard to worke, that many fell sicke. The Martha 
followed with sixtie passengers, and in it Master 
George Barklie, who tooke good notice of those Ilands. 
The Elizabeth was sent the second time with fortie 
passengers. These carried the first Potatos, which 
being all lost but two castaway rootes have yeelded 
increase there to admiration, and are great reliefe to 
the Inhabitants. 

Two Spanish Ships were seene soone after this Ship 
was gone, to sound with their Boate, attempting to 
come in; but from the Kings Castle Master Moore 
made two shot, which caused them to depart, to the 
joy of the Plantation, which then had but three 
quarters of a barrell of Powder, and but one shot 
more: the Powder also by carelesnesse tumbled under 
the Mussels of the two Peeces which were discharged, 
and yet not touched with fire. The like mercifulJ 
providence appeared m certaine cartrages of Paper 
filled with Powder; a negligent fellow leaving his 
Match burning upon one of them all the while they 
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were at Prayer, so that the cole touched the Paper 
and fired it not. 

A,O • 

• 6 1-1--

·A worse thing happened by a can'cll of Meale, 
which Daniel Elfred brought thither, so stored with 
Rats: that had Ilcerc ruined all the Planmtion. Two R"fI. 
y~res after came in the Blessing with one hundred 
passengers, and the Starre with one hundred and eightie, 
and soonc after the Margaret, and two Frigats with 
one hundred and sixtie. Master Barkley also camt: to M. BII,.Ui(J 
divide the Countfie into Tribes, and the Tribes Imlld (omillg. 

into shares; but Moore seeing his share and the 
Colonies to be none, gave him so cold entertainment, 
that he returned as he came. 

This bred Moore more dislike in England , and 
his minding fortification so much, with neglect of 1614. 
Corne bred a famin; that attended with diseases Fllmi"t a"d 

. II II d h F . tiel,ml(. specla y one ca e t e eagues, which WIthout sense 
of paine, swallowed up all their strength at once, 
whereof without succour they died; some by foode 
and rest recovered. The Ravens continued this Rav,n/. 

mortality and then departed. William Millinton was 
drawne into the Sea by a Fish, and never seen 
more. The Famine gave a supersedeas to the workes, 
and Moore sent them to seeke reliefe. At Coupers 
Ile with a contrary extremity of the abundance of CMtrlZry 
Cahows and Fish, many surfeited and died. Some txlrt",'. 

killed the Cattell, and one stole away to the Vloods 
and there franked himselfe, feeding on land Crabbes 
and Vifilkes. For fishing, the Smith was faine to make 
Hookes of Swords, and Lines of old Ropes, till a 
Frigat being sent with advice into England, the Welcome 
was sent with provision. Master Moore returned in 
h' Sh' d 1 ti h G C II f GOfltrmflll/l t. IS lp,. an e t t e overnment to a ounce 0 by II C~U"ItU. 

Slxe, whIch should succeede each other monethly; 
viz. Captaine Miles Kendall, Captaine John Mansfield, 
Thomas Knight, Charles Caldieot, Edward Waters, and 
Christopher Carter, with twelve Assistants. Moore 
arriving here, after much quarrell, obtained eight 
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shares of Land. Hee died after in Sir Walter Raleigh, 
Guiana voyage. He was a man very pragmaticall, 
and had berore undertaken much in Foulenesse for 
Rapes seede. &c. A man fitter for such a Plantation 
as this in the beginning was, then some s'ilken 
Citizen, or stalking Gentleman, or talking Traveller, 
or sowre Humorist, or grim MartiaJist might haply 
have proved. 

Caldicots Lot was first, whose moneth being ended, 
with Knight and Waters In a small Frigot he went to 
Virginia, Mansfield succeeded in the new triumvirate, 
and a plm not to surrender the Government to such 
as from England should be appointed, was disappointed: 
Master Hughes was imprisoned, and scone set at 
liberty, but Master Keath his Symmystes fell to strange 
disputes, and Hughes was againe convented, and by the 
Jury acquitted. Mansfields moneth being passed 
in braules, the two next were quiet; yet those contest· 
ings after revived. The Edwin arrived with good 
supplies. Divers Boates were lost at Sea about this 
time. 

But one memorable accident was this: In March, 
a season most tempestuous, on a faire Friday morning, 
seven men went in a Boate of two or three tuns 
to fish, some of them fasting, neither had they any 
provision in the Boat with them but a few Palmeto 
berries; some foure leagues from shoare a tempest 
tooke them, and carried them quite out of sight of 
land; their strength being spent, the strength also of the 
tempest abated on sunday, and a calme followed. Too 
weake for Oares they lay adrift that night: the next 
morning Andrew Hillyard (the rest not able to helpe 
themselves) sprcd the saile: On tuesday one died, on 
wednesday three, which were cast overboard; on thurs­
day night the sixth, whom he was not able to turne over, 
but stripped him, ripped his belJy with his Knife, threw 
his bowels into the Sea, spred his body abroad, tilted open 
with a sticke, and so let it lye as a Cesterne to receive 
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some luckie mine water, which God sent presently after, 
so that in a small shower he recovered about foure 
spoonefuls of taille to his unspeakable refreshment. H e 
also preserved neete halfe a pint of blood in a shooe, 
wh'ch hee did sparingly drinke to moisten his mouth. 
Two dares he fed on his Resh to the quantity of a 
pound: the eleventh day after his losse of Land, two 
flying Fishes fell into his Boate, whose warme jude bloud 
he sllcked, to his great comfort, and within an haute 
after, with greater comfort espied land, which within 
foure hOUfes he attained on a Rocke ncere Port Royall, 
where his Boate was split presently in peeces, and he 
made shift to dimbe so steepe a Rocke by night, as 
would have troubled the strongest man in the lIe to 
have done by day. He discerned in the morning where 
he was, and without other refreshing then water (which 
he tooke temperately, or might else have drunk his last) 
he got in halfe a day to a friends house. He was living 
Anno 1622. 

Some treasure in D o\lers, to the value of twentie 
pounds was found, the remainder of some V,lrack. The 
Company sent M. Daniel Tucker, to be Governour; 
hee set saile in the George, accompanied with the Edwin: 
some preparation was made to resist, but he at last was 
received and acknowledged in May, 16 [6. Somewhat 
hee had to doe to bring them to their workes, which 
yet he effected; their day worke till nine in the morning, 
and then staying till three in the afternoone, they began 
againe continuing till sun-set. Besides meat, drinke, and 
clothes, they had for a time a certaine kind of brasse 
Money, with a H og on the one side, in memory of 
the H ogs there found at first landing . H ee by Master 
Richard Norwoods helpe, laid out the eight Tribes in 
the Mayne, which were to consist of fjftie shares to a 
T ribe, each share tweutie five Acres. H e began to plant 
some of the Colony on speciall shares, and appointed 
Bailiffes to each T ribe. H ee held a generall Assise in 
his second moneth at Saint Georges, where for sedition 
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John Wood (t frenchman was hanged. H e sent the 
Edwin to Trnde with the Natives of the West Indies 
for Cattel. Corne, Plants, which had it been contjnue~ 
might happily have bin more beneficiall to the Plantation 
then the Mag:a'tines from hence. She returned ~ith 
Figs, Pines. $ugar-c2nes, Plan tans, Papawes, and divers 
other plants, which were presently replanted, and since 
have increased by the Governours commendable hus­
bandry. Severity, by the conceit thereof produced an 
lIdmir.able fuet: five men which could by no me:lllCS get 
passage for England, resolved to adventure an escape, 
vi?. Richard Sander Mariner chiefe plotter. William 
Goodwin n Ship Carpenter, Tho. H arison a J oyner, 
James Baker Gentlemun, and Henry PUet. These in­
sinuated to the Governour, that they would build him 
2 Boat of tWo or three Tuns with a dose D«:k, fit 
to fi sh in all weathers. Hee glad to see them so obse­
quious, furnished them with nccess'lries whatsoever ther 
could desire. Shee was fitted and gone the evening 
before oce sent for her, to see, as was reported, how 
shee co uld S!lile. This was most true, 2nd Botelias his 
;llJven[ure from Goa in the East Indics to Lisbon was 
not SO admil.lble a (riall. Barker had borrowcd a Com­
passe DialJ of M. Hughes., Ie-wing a Letter to him to 
have patiencc for thnt losse, whercby their ndve.uture 
was intim:lted. The Governollrs thrents wcre not in thut 
remotenesse so terrible as the two present swdling 
E.lements, whom yet they found more gende then II 

,. rench Pick:\roonc, who in stead of succour, which ther 
desired, tcoke from them whnt they liked,lcaving them 
not so much as a Crosse-stnffe to observe with, and 
so c:lSt them off. They continued their course till their 
victuall began to mile, anti the knees of their Boat were 
hnlfe hewed lIway for fin:: \\'ood. They nt Inst a.rrived 
in Ircl:mu, where the Earle of T Ollllllld cntertnined them, 
and cnused the Boat to be h:Lt1ged up for n l\'lonument. 
having s:I)'led 3300. mi les thorow the Ocean by a righr 
lin!; without sight of nn)' L,nd. This fortunate Sanders. 
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.. h I k'r\ 111 lhe' I t Ind C'I ho 
thn.t: ,I I wi , 1I1n • ~Ol \\01.11, lor wanl 

lid It agall1C' j',r Ie r. Hut one la, 
jO(. het' br ,ke II o~n :lIui Inund IhfTt"In 
'rhng. or much gold a!l bo ught h m 

.. !OOd. est;l.lc. whtCb !cnlll' w th ill "ilt- he 
returlled ~.ln(' In IhC' I a~1 J/lJLC:~ 

Tllc rom~n\' tent Capl mc: Po .... ("\1 III 1 e I lope'" r: (I 1'..., 
Ilttt he haJ bndc:d tus [QSK'1lJ.:cr 111 Summer 110, 1<'> 
trio III the In<lll;:. "ho h\ the \\JoY tell {oule on a 
Bra Um;l!l. and aitcr\urJ a hCllchmall on h m lut 
h" gtJl safe to the Ib.nds 2nd told v.hat he h.aJ done. 
The l;oHrnour k<:pt hIs ~ond :\SSilC:, and maJe a pro· 
clam:Hlon ae-amst the killing" of cohCLrC~. Powdl is awunc: 

h' to thC' \\'e"t Indies Irom thence, "Itn Ihirt«l~c (It 

t(lUrlecnc men. Hcc mlldc triall but in '";lme, for the 
\\ halc-6~hll1J!. for whIch 2nd to which purpose thc Com-
1'111\ ~onc ;after sent the \:cpcune. In the heginnllll! 
of hie; ~onJ pxre he ca1leJ the third azl"C, III which 
nne: w;lS hanged, tYiQ other,> condemned. but rcprien::J . 
The Rat TragedV was now terrible : ~me 1'1<;he5 h,l\'e 
~en taken w~th' Rat<> in thclr bellies, c:mheJ as they 
swam from lie: to lie. Onc Henry Long, Yiith !Olxe 16,­
others bemg all fi .. hing. a sudden storm aro~ Yi lth H.· , ;'.f Rf6f. 
terrible thunder, and the Boat was to~~ed ovcr the Rocks. 1~,,,: .. n fA, 

the fish to<;o;ed over-boord, and Long with two others •. 
csa.ped (the rest dn>wncd) one 01 the thre:e: heing 
demanded what he thought 111 the present pt::rill, answered, 
hee .. aid nothing, but Gallowes claim\. thr right, which 1\ ... 
within h:a.l.fe a yecre fell out a(cordingl~·. Powell 1~ ... J 
returned .... Ith three Frigats, laden WIth Meale:, Hides, and Gil. 'fell 

M '1 r' ,'.:,!'n/':N unition. The l, laster ant vovernour contendlllg, both 
wert dispossessed hr a stronger power. \\':ltcrs, with 
twelve men were ~nt to VIrginia, and .... ould 110 more: 
rcrurne to Summer!> lies. 16 1'1>. 

A. 1618. arrived there the: Diana, with men and pro- Mo1("~"'(1 
. . d fi M . ( •• : .. , ... jtl VISIon, an the rst agazme: a course I heare nOt ,,61, .. , 

much applauded bv the Planters here, or in Virginia. '.'nt,I'" 
'0' 
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the comp,:lOu::, honc:.'1t ure) seeming by ~me or~Ct'l di\­
hom':'1tic fru<ltra.te. This Ship f"lught with ,10000. weight 
o( Tob.lcco, gave by the: good s;l.yle thereof encourage­
ment ((I the AdYenturerc:. The Governour building a 
hou-.c: of Cedar en the best und. appropriated It to 
himo;clfc to the gnefe of othcn then'l of whom Master 
Hughe, could nOt by threat, nor ,mpnMmmcnt be K) 

p:aci/i.eJ, but tholt here to the Company hee approved hIs 
Cluse. Two men and a Gentlewomen, thinking to make 
the,r acape in a BO;l.t to Virginia. were never heard 
of after. Sixc others attc..tnpted the hke. but were 
apprehended, arrnigncd. condemned, llnd one of them 
hnngcd. The Governours hard dealing! so much com­
plained of. Cluc;cd hIm III the Ble~lng to re:tumc to nCO$/! 

hlmselfe, and to get that hou!\e a~ured him. leaving 
Capt:tine Kendall to supply hi' place. The Gilli-flowu 
and the Trc:asure. were .sent. By the Sea-flower which 
went to Virginia, a. llreachcr WII! ~nt to the nands, and 
newes of:1 new Go\rernour. Capullne Kerby came in with 
a small B:1rke from the West Indlcs. A Dutch Fn20t 
was QSt away o n the Westerne c:noarc.. the people $l~ed 
by the English. 

Captaine Buder, the new Governour arrlvcd in the 
Warwicke. thc twentieth of October, 161(). The 
Redoubt, a pb,tforme o f the Kings Castle, at the ~e 
time wh,le5 the New Governour and old Planters were: 
feas ting aboord, llccident;l.l1y w:lS consumed with fire. 
The next month Qme in Ine Garhnd, which hud come 
fro lll Englnnd ~ ixe or seven weekes before him, ll-nd spent 
seventeen weekes on the voyage, which proved SO tedious, 
that mallY both Saylen and Pilssengers died. I n the end 
o f November, 3T0 5e 5uch a. storme that many great Trees 
were blown up by the rOOIS, the \\'Ilrwicke ("as! Q,WUl', 

the Garland forced to cut her Masts oycrboorJ. Not 
long after happened anothe r a~ fierce; in which the 
M Ollnt. built by M . Moore tor a \VU(n-lower. WiI;!"o 
blowne up by the rOOts: and their wrntc.r crop of 
Corne bhlsted. 



OCCURREN'l'S IN BERM UD A 

He began the new yeere with refortifying the Kings 
Castle, and finding the Treasurer rotten, tooke nine Peeces 
(if Ordnance out of her. H ee sent the Garland fo r 
EnJ;land. Hee finished the Church begun by Captain 
Kendall, with great toile gOt three Peeees out of the 
wracked Warwick, imployed a Dutch Carpenter of the 

A.D. 
1620. 

former Dutch wrack to build Boates. A luckie fellow AmlJfrgruu. 

in February, found a piece of Ambergreece of eight 
Ounces, as hee had done twice afore, and according to 
order of Court (to prevent concealements) had therfore 
thirtie pound an Ounce. Two Dutch Frigots arrived, 
conducted by Captaine P owell, and much refreshed the 
Colony with Oyle and Bacon at cheape rates. The "';tw 
Governour made a new platforme in place of the burned' d!fOl"mt . 

Redoubt, and mounted seven great Peeces on Cariages 
of Cedar. The Ministers not being conformable to the 
Church of England, nor uniforme with themselves in /I1inillm 

administration of the Sacrament, and M atrimony, hee 1(I"",ltl. 

translated the Liturgie Booke of Garnsie and Jarsie, void 
of the pretended scruples which was generally embraced, 
and in his t.ime practised, and the Sabbaths observation 
proclaimed. T hey rebuilded the Mount, and divers Boats 
was indangered with a H ericano, one lost. Finding a Sir Gtorgt 
li ttle Crosse erected where Si r George Summers his heart S"mmm 

mtmoritll. 
and entrailes were buried: he caused a Marble stone 
brought out of Engla nd, to bee handsomely wrought, 
and an Epitaph engraven, in memory of that worthy 
Sould ier, and laid thereon, invironed with a square wall 
of hewed stone. 

On the second of J une, began their Assizes, in which 
their Lawes and Government were reduced to the English 
forme. T he first of August, was a generall Assembly Thtir first 
, f P l' S' G d' P.:riillmtnt. In manner 0 a ar lament, at alnt eorges, Ivers 
Articles concluded, and being sent hi ther, by the Company 
confirmed, which for brevitie I omit. T he Magazine 
Ship soone after came in weake case thither, having cast 
overboord twentie or thirtie of her people, and had they 
staied at Sea a weeke longer, were likely to have all 
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perished. That aire soon mends or ends men In that 
case, and those which died not soone after the landing 
recovered, not without infection of others there, 70000. 
weight ot' Tobacco was prefixed for her freight. Com­
mandement came now to entertaine no Ships, but such 
as were sent from the Company, to the Colonies great 
grie fc, which now were forced to a Magazine-Monopoly, 
and debarred of occasionall reliefe. Cap. Powell soone 
after came thither, imployed by the States, desirine: 
admittance for wood and water, which was denied with 
exceeding murmuring and exclaiming of the Colony. 
The Magazine Ship arrived, her Master dead, and man)" 
passengers, the rest sicke. 

Then happened also in September a Spanish \,-hack, 
whjch comming from Carthagena with the Spanish Fleet 
lost their Ship on those Rockes, and seven tie persons were 
saved, some of which had beene riAed, but their money 
to the value of one hundred and fortie pound restored 
them by the Governours meanes; into who<;e hands they 
committed it for disbursment of their charges. Some 
were sent away, others forced to stay till their labours 
had procured meanes for their p3ssage. Hee made meanes 
to ~et out of the V./rack two Sakers, and three M urtherers, 
whlch were the same which Cap. Kendall had sold to 
Cap. Kerby, who was taken by two men of War of 
Carthagena, most of his men slaine or hanged, hee 
wounded died in the Woods, as these Sp:miards related. 
Three Bulw:r.rkes were r3ised :1t Southampton Fort, with 
two Curtens and two favelens. Armes were distributed 
to 311 such as were abl~ to use them. 

The WC3vells (which had :1t this time much hurt their 
Corne) found :1 strange remed),. For:1 proclamation 
being made that aU Corne should be gathered by a day, 
because many had lost some for want of gathering, still 
haunting the Ships for Aqu3-vi tx and Beere; some bad 
husbands hastily gathered it, and threw it on heapes in 
thei r houses unhusked, so letti ng it l),e foure or five 
moneths. Now the good husbands husked theirs, and 
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hanged it up with much labour, where Ihe F lies did blow 
it, which the others idlencsse, as the event shewed, 
prevented, that being thus found to be the best way 
to ' save the corne and labour, to let it lye in the 
huske. Divers places of fi-esh.water were now also luckily 
found out. Another triall of whale-fishing was vainely 
attempted by a Ship which came from Virginia, who 
returned thither fraught with Lime-stone, 20000. pound 
weight of Patates, &c. 

Aprill and May were spent in building a Prison, and 
perfecting some Fortific:ttions, and foure Sakers were 
gotten from the Spanish \\'rack, and mounted at the 
Forts. One was han~ed for buggering a Sow, who~e 
Cock in the time of hiS imprisonment used also to tread 
a Pig, as if it had beene a H en, till the Pig languished 
and died, and then the Cock haunted the same Sow. 
About the same time two Chickens were hatched, one of 
which had twO heads) the other is said [Q have crowed 
loud and lustily within twelve houres after it was out of 
the shell. Other P eeces were gOt out of the Spanish 
\\'rack , and a Saker also out of that of Sir George 
Summers. 

By a Barke going to Virginia, Captaine Butler, his 
time expiring, conveied himselfe thither, leaving the 
government to C. Felgate C. Stokes, &c. In the Kings 
Castle were mounted, on sufficient platformes, sixteen 
Peeces of Ordnance. In Charles Fort twO, in South­
ampton Fort five, betwixt which & the Castle passeth 
the channel into the H arbor, secu,'ed by twenty three 
Peeces of good Ordnance. In Coups lie is P embrookes 
Fort, with two P eeces. Saint Georges channell is guarded 
by Smiths Fort and Payets Fort, in which are eleven 
Peeces. Saint Georges Towne is commanded by \Var­
wicks Fort, with three great Peeces, on the \ Vharfe before 
the Governours house are eight more, besides the warning 
P eece by the M ount, and three in Sain t Katherines; in 
all le nne Fortresses, and fi ftie two P eeces of Ordnance 
su ffi cient and serviceable. Hee left one thousand five 
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hundred persons, and neere one hundred Boates, the lle 
replenished with provisions, fmites, poultry, &c. 

Master John Bernard, was sent by the H onourab1e 
Company to supply his place, who arrived wi thin eight 
dayes of Captaine Butlers departure, with two Ships, and 
one hundred and fortie Passengers, with Armes and all 
sorts of Munition and other provisions. D uring his life 
(which continued but sixe weekes) hee gave good proofe 
of his sufficiency in reforming things defective. H e and 
his wife were both buried in one day, and one grave: 
and Master John H arrison chosen Governour till further 
order came from London. 

The \-Vormes before mentioned are still troublesome, 
and make them morning workes to kill them. Cater­
pillers are pernicious to their fruits, and Land Crabs are 
as thicke in some places, as Conies in a Warren, and doe 
much harme. A Ship in which had beene much swearing 
and blaspheming used all the voyage, perished; the 
companies ne~ligence jovially frolicking in their cups and 
Tobacco (having landed certaine goods) by accident the 
Powder fired, and blew up the great Cabbin; some were 
taken up in the Sea, living in miserable torments, eighteene 
were lost with this fatal! blast, the Ship also sunke, with 
sixtie Barrells of Meale sent for Virginia, and her other 
provisions lost. T he Company have sent Captaine 
Woodhouse in a Ship called the T igre for that govern­
ment, a man much commended and hopefull. I have 
beene told that there are three thousand persons of all 
sorts living there, halfe of which number is able to beare 
Armes, and exercised to that service. 
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Chap. X 1 A 

Bride IIltelhgence frt'lll \'irglni:t h) Lettc, , a 
~upf'lelllt'lH of Frel1l:h-'"irgIllIJIl Ckcurrant 1 

and theIr !'IuppblltJ.tlOn hy :;\Ir ::;.II11UcI Arg.ll, 
III rig-hi of the: Engli~h Pl.uHJ.tiun. 

H I! late 3.itc:r:uion of \"lrginia (,ovcrn-

~ 
mcnt I. unknownc to none; and RlO~t 

I ~ : know of Ihc frequent cOll'pl:unts, bcnh 
r.t;1 ~ by pn,,;ue Lc:u('r~, :and b) Pc;tltlOIl (11 

I~~ I his l\lajc"ty "ow lel~t :l.n~· ~houlJ 
~ hereupon thinke \'lrgm!3. It) be unw(Jrth~' 
~ - - .f such our carc :and co t; I h:w(: out 
of me of the Planters pnn,tc: Leiter:; tn.nscribcd " reI,\. 
words of gm~\':lOccS, and yel 3. magnifying of the Countr~', 
that the English may be more bbmcd lor ""dnt of 
Providence, then the Region for defect of :":l.ture .. bCH 
gifts. Olher things I could alleadge from other., but 

rbli 

my meaning is 10 amend things not to qU:lrrdl them. " II 

and to awaken the care of good men, r:tther then 10 " 

recite the faults of the bad. In one Letter, J:ued 
D ec. 21. last past, he hath the5e word ... : 

The intoller:lble r.1tes we pay here for commodities, II, .r.· _ 
as len pound sterling a hogshC3d of r>.teale, ... ixteen '''/~'/ntrrJ 
shillings a gallon of Alligttnt, three pound ~terllll!! a ~~/;r~ ~-;'f 
H enne and eight Chicken.s, &c. and !<) :tccordin~ to these m:.IJ • .." 
r.1tes for every thing else: lastly, the heavy taxations _fjr.,,~t. 
that are laid upon us free men, for building of C:l~t1e~, ,1I"lt, 10 

paying of publique debt~, for the not gathering of fo I: , ~ ~"y 
Sasa£:as, ~c. so that it wi.1I come t? m)' share, with that (~:r';::lr~ • 
that IS paId, and that chat IS to pay In Corne and Tobacco, hriJn _UIr 

to at least twenty or five and twenty pound sterling, this " • .1 ""&'~& 
yeere; so that when I have paid this, and paid Ill)" f3ith-
lesse servants their wages, J shal scarse have good Tobacco 
enough left to buy my se lfe for the next yeer a pint of 
Aquavit:!:, &c. T hus you see (I neither warrant, nor 
except against the truth, but prese nt thc worst quareJled 
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paralelled with the best) complaints of great prizes of 
things, not arising from plenty of money, as you reade 
before in the conquest of Peru, but from I know not 
what ill habit and indisposition of that Colony. ~ And 
least any man should withdraw his heart, hand, or purse 
therefore from that worthy work, I have oU[ of the same 
mans Letters delivered a commendation of the Countrey. 
The Letters were written, and dated 22 . March 162+ 
and (ontaine for substance none other then what before 
you have read in others; yet arc more sutable to this 
time and purpose, as later newes and fitter directories to 
the Phisitians of that Estate; that at last the English 
honour may be vindicated against so base perils from 
Savages, and baser quarrels from and amongst our owne. 
God prosper his Majesties care, and make those which 
are therein emploied not to seeke their owne good by 
hasty returnes, much lesse other their fellow adventurers 
evill by calumnies and undcrminings, but Virginias 
prosperity; of which, Natures prosperity is thus related 
by one querulous of his owne losses and crosses. His 
words are these: 

Now concerning the state of the Country, so much as 
I have observed, I will relate unto you; First, the 
Countrie it selfe, I must confesse is a very pleasant Land, 
rich in Commodities, and fertile in sayle to produce all 
manner of Plants, H earbes, and. Fruites. I have seene 
here my selfe both Carrets, Turneps, Cabages, Onyons, 
Leekes, Garlicke, T yme, Parseley, Pompions, Musk­
milian, and Watermilions, rare fruits and exceeding 
wholesome, here are also Strawberries; I have lien downe 
in one place in my Corne field, and in the compasse of 
my reach have filled my belly in the place: and for 
Mulberries, I can when I list goe and gather a bushell 
at a time; here is also a coole Fruite growing wildely 
on the ground, much resembling a great Walnut with 
the greene rindc on it, which reserves in it three admirable 
good tastes, namely of Strawberries, Rosewater, and 
Sugar, they were an exceeding great comfort to me in 
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my last yeeres sicknesse, and are admirable good again<;l 
the bloudly fluxe. 

English Whe:ltc and Barley will grow here exceeding 
well ; I have seene here growing as good English Whearc 
as ever I saw in England in all my ljfe. For Timber 
we have the Oake, Ashe, Poplar, blacke \Valnut, white 
"'alnut, Pines, Gumme trees; the Pines here afford 
admirable good Pitch and Tarre. and serve, split out in 
<;mall peeces, in many places of this Land instead of 
Candles; but it will smeare one worse then a Linke: 
here are also Peare trees which ),carely bring forth Pe:lrcs. 
But there is a tree that passeth all Fruite trees, which 
we call by the names of a Prissurman tree, which bearerh 
a Plum much about the bignesse of a Peare plum. I 
doe thinke it is one of the rarest Fruites in Ihe world; 
when they are ripe they eate naturally of themselves from 
the tree better then any preserved PJummes r ever tasted 
ill England. The Beasts that this Land is plentifully 
stored withall are Deere, Beares ill some parts, Beaver!':, 
Otters, Foxes, Hares, Squirrels, Roccounes, Possocins, 
names strange to you, yet are they singular good meate; 
the Roccouns tasting as well as Pigges flesh. Indian 
Dogges here are as good meate with us as your English 
Lambe. English Cattell here increase and thrive very 
well, as Kine, Hogges, Goates, and Poultry. Fowle here 
are abundance, as Swans, Brants, Geese, Turkies, Herons, 
Cranes, Eagles, fishing Hawkes, Bussards, D ucke and 
Mallard, Sneldrake, Dapchicke, Partriches, Pidgeolls, 
Crowes, Blacke-birds, and all manner of small Birds in 
abundance. O ur Rivers here afe likewise rich by the 
abundance of Fish, as Herings, Shads, Perch, Eele, Pike, 
Carpe, Cat-fish, Rock-fish, Gor-fish, and Sturgeon. If 
here were any that would make fishing for Sturgeon an 
occupation, they might take inough to furnish this Land, 
and also plent ifully supply England. r my selfe have 
seene above twenty Sturgeon leape above water in lesse 
then two houres. As for our Graine, I thinke it producerh 
the plentifu llest encrease of any Corne in the World; 
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for I have seene one graine of Corne, that by the assist­
ance of growth and time, hath yeelded a pint of Corne: 
we have here also Beanes and Pease. 

I confesse here are plentie of aU those things I have 
set before you, but all the craft is in catching them; for 
he that will get any gaine, must be a wary and a well 
eyed shot, and to prop his profession, he must adde great 
care and vigilance, both in defending himselfe and winning 
his game. It hath beene often seene in this Land) that 
whilest an Englishman hath beene winning his game) an 
Indian hath dogd him, attending his opportunitle by the 
others discharge to fill him fulf of Arrowes. Since the 
Massacre they have killed us in our owne doores, fields, 
and houses: thus are we not safe neither at home nor 
abroad; and (which grieves me to write) our safetie is 
lessened by our malice one to another, for the most part 
altogether neglecting the common enemie. r my selfe 
and my wife are by some secret enemies much wronged, 
for I am shaven so bare, that I have scarse either Garter, 
Girdle, Stocking, or Shirt left; all my wearing Cloathes 
likewise are torne and tattered, I can accuse no man, and 
they that likewise doe it, doe it privately, and which 
grieves me most of all, they strive bv base and insinuating 
meanes to clip the wings, as well of my prosperi tie as of 
my reputation; yet I hope God will give me patience to 
beare, and in his good time give me a joyfulJ deliverance 
in the middest of all these miseries. Whilest r was a 
writing these lines, newes was brought me of the killing 
of onc, and the carrying away prisoner of another of my 
neighbours, by the Indians; one was an old Virginian, 
and one who for a long time was Sir Thomas Dale his 
Overseer in this Land, his name was Master H en ry 
V.'a tkins: and but twO daies agoe there was another that 
had his braines beaten out by the Indians, in the next 
Plantation to us. Wherefore with a sad and sorrowfull 
heart I take my leave of you deere Father, Mother, 
Sisters, Brethren, and all the rest of my kinde and loving 
friends; for the case stands so with us here, that if wee 
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goe out in the morning, wee know not whether wee shall 
c'{cr rcturne; working with our H oe in one hand, and 
our Peece or Sword in the other, &c. 

And now from latest in telligence you have notice of 
the good and evi!!, as becommeth a faith full H istorian, 
nequid non veri audeat, nequid veri non audeat; It is 
good to know the worst, to prevent it: forewarned, 
forearmed. Easily you may see that the good things of 
Virginia are natural! and her owne, the bad accidentall 
and our ownc; and consequently if wee amend our selves, 
Virginia will soone be amended. The body there is 
found; to cut the haire, :l.Voide the excrements, paire 
the nailes, wash away sweatc and dust. and to cure other 
like accidents of negligence, or impenitent and unprofit­
able diligence, is a worke feasible and facile also to 
industrious and unanimous workemen. One thing 
touching the French (whose P lantations are before recited) 
remaineth, that we take away all scruple from feare of 
suspected neighbours. I shall therefore adde a little more 
touching them, the conclusion of their Virginian P lanta­
tion in a doub le sense. As for the English right to these 
parts, the next Chapter will shew, and consequently the 
Justice of Sir Samuell Argals act. The P atents to Sir C~rlmgalil 
Humfry Gilbert, and to Sir Walter Raleigh, and their modr II voiagr 

11 b f, I PI 10 thou pllr'I actua possession e ore these atter antations may be All. J i oo. 
a11eadged likewise against the French. These things J and n~olhrr 
have collected out otSir Vlilliam Alexanders Encourage- 150 1 . Afltr 

ment to Colonies; L escarbot hath also related them. IhM!tit 
The Marquesse de la Roche, by a Commission from :7t~!t;,·;.'~ut 

Henry the fourth, intending a Voyage for Canada, Gomrs 
happened by the way upon tne He of Sablon (which is al/otlur Por_ 

now comprehended within the Patent of new Scotland) fugallought 

d h ( h h f I Ifrniu r/rtrt an t ere trusting to t e strengt 0 the p ace, where 
there are no Savages at all) landed some of his men, till ~;~ ;1l~~5~al 
he should have found a convenient place within the maine (ailtd TrUll 
Land fit for a habitation, promising then to returne for Cor/mgolil 
them. But it was his fortune, by reason of contrary P""L60. drg. 
°d fidhMoLdbh bl lo.tJUrfl/((. wIn e, never to net e awe an, ut e was owne 
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backe 10 France without seeing of them, where he was 
in the time of the civiJl warres (such is the uncerrain~y 
of worldly thi ngs) taken prisoner by the Duke of 
Merc::eur, and shortly after died; so that his people whom 
he h:ld left at Sablon, furnished but for a short time, had 
quickly spent their provisions, having for their main­
tenance on ely such things as the place it selfe did without 
labour freely afford; which hath a race of Cowes, as is 
thought, first transported th ither by the Portu~ls, that 
have long con tinued there: they had likeWise there 
g rowing wilde, of this which wee call Turkey \Vheate, 
and sundry Rootes fit to be eaten, and every where 
abundance of Fishes, with Venison, and (having no 
meanes to live but by sport) as for their ApparelJ, they 
cloathed themselves with the Skins of such creatures as 
they could kill by Land or Sea: so that having lived 
there fo r the space of 12 . years: when they were presented 
to King H enry, who had hi red a Fisherman to bring 
them home, as l have heard from them that did ~ee them 
at first before the King, they were in very good health. 
and looked as well as if they had li ved all that time in 
France: havin@" bin abused by the Fisherman, who 
cunningly concelling that he had bin directed by the King, 
did bargaine with them to have all their Skins for trans­
porting them home, which were of g reat value, some of 
them being of blacke Faxes, which have bin sould at 
fiftie pound sterling a peece and above : for the recovery 
thereof they intended a P rocesse against him before the 
Court of Parliament at Paris, wherein they prevailed, 
gaining by that meanes a stocke wherewith to traffique 
in these parts againe. 

M onsiem de M on tes betakin g himselfe to trade for 
Furs, Monsieur P ourtrincourt resolving to prosecute the 
Plantation at that place sent his sonne Biencourt to 
France, to bargaine with some that would send them a 
supply, such as was requisite for establishing of that 
Colonie. 

The first that embraced hi s propositions were the 
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Jesuircs, who as they have ordinari ly good wits which 
made them the rather capable of so advantagious a 
project, so they were the more animated thereunto by 
upQraiding the la2incsse of our Cl:u gie, to shew with 
what fervency they travelled to propagate the Gospe!l, 
in doing whereof (whether it be ambition or devotion that 
provokes them) sparing no paines, they have travelled 
both to the East and \Vest Indies, and to the admired 
Kingdome of China. Their society in France, prevailing 
with aU that had any inclination either to zcale or to 
vertue. did easily gather a voluntary contribution for the 
furthering of so commendab le a purpose. Thereafter 
thcr scnt away two Fathers of thei r Company, with a new 
suppl~· of all things necessary to the Plantation at P ort 
Royall, but shortly after their arrivall (thei r predominant 
disposition hardly yeelding to any superiour, specially 
if it be a secular power) they began to contradict Pourtrin­
court in the execution of those decrees which had bin 
given forth by him, as civill Magistrate of that place: 
whereupon the Gentleman extreamcly discontented, and 
weary of contesting with him; having said that it was 
his part to rule them upon earth, and theirs onely to 
guide him the way to heaven, he returned backe to 
France, leaving his Sonne Biencourt in his place. " 'ho 
being a youth at that time of more courage then circum­
spectnesse, disdaining to be co ntrou led by them whom 
he had envited thither, and scorning their insupportable 
presumption, using spirituall armes for temporall ends, 
and an imperious kinde of carriage, who onely for spleene 
had excommu nicated and branded him with a spi titual1 
censure; he threatned them by his temporall power with 
a more palpable punishment. So that after much con­
troversie, resolving to separate themselves, the two 
Jesuites taking a part of the Company with them, went 
!Tom thence to a place in new England, called by them 
Mount D esan, where they seated themselves; and having 
a supply from the ~eene Mother did plant sundry Fruit 
trees of the most delicate kindes in France, such as 
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Apricockes and P eaches, never intending to remove from 
thence. 

At this time Sir Samuel ArgalJ being then Governor· 
of Virginia, coasted alongst new England to traffique and 
discover, or to acquire things necessary for the Southerne 
Colony in these parts, where the lands are reputed to be 
more fertil, and the Seas more frequented, & did conceive 
by a description made unto him by the Savages, that there 
were some come from this part of the \Vorld to inhabit 
there; and being jealous of any thins that might derogate 
from the honour, or prove prejudiClall to the benefit of 
his Nation, where their interest in this was easie to be 
apprehended; he went whereas he was informed that 
they were, and his unexpected arrivall, as it would seeme, 
not onely amazed the mindes of the French, but like­
wise preventing their preparation and resolution; he 
approached so neere to a Ship that lay before their Fort, 
that hee beate them all that were therein with Musket 
shot from making any use of their Ordnance, save one 
of the two Jesuites) who was killed in giving fire to a 
Peece: Having taken the Ship, they landed and went 
before the Fort, summoning them that were therein to 
yeelde themselves, who at the first made some difficulty, 
asking a time to advise; but that being refused, they 
privately abandoned the Fort, stealing Ollt by some backe 
way into the \Voods, where they staied one night, and 
the next day comming backe, rendered themselves to Sir 
Samuel Argall, who had lodged all that night within the 
Fort, giving up the Patent they had from the French 
King to be cancelled. He used them very curteously, 
as their owne vVriters doe make mention, suffring such 
as had a minde to goe for France, to seeke out fishers 
Ships wherein they might be transported; the rest that 
were willing to goe for Virginia went thither alongst 
with him; no man having lost his life but onely that one 
Jesuite) who was ki!led whilst they made resistance, during 
the time of the conflict. Thereafter Father Biard, the 
other of the Jesuites, comming backe from Virginia with 
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Sir Samuell Argall, out of the indigestable malice that 
he had conceived against Biencourt, did in forme him 
where he had planted himselfe, offering (as he did) [0 

conduct him thither. As soone as they were entered 
wimin the Fort, neere the \lppermosr of the lIands, Sir 
S:lmuel directed the Ship to ride at a reasonable distance 
to attend occasions before the Fort did land himselfe with 
forty of the best of his men upon a Meddow, where 
immediately they heard a peece of Ordnance from the 
Fort, and he conceiving since it was shot whilst it could 
doc no harme, that it was done either but to give tcrrour 
to them, or to warne some that might happen to be abroad, 
did make the greater haste towards the Fort, where he 
rre~ently entered, finding it abandoned without any men 
at all left for the defence thereof. H e went up the River 
side five or six miles, where he saw their Barnes, and the 
ground where a great quantity of 'Vheare had grown, 
which he carried with him to prove for Seede in Virginia: 
he saw also thei r corne Milne very conveniently placed, 
which together with the Barnes he left standing untouched. 
As for the Fruit it selfe he destroied it downe to the 
ground, racing the French armes, and leaving no Monu­
ment that might remaine to wirnesse their being here. 

After this, Biencourt, who had been somewhere abroad 
travelling through the Countrey comming home, desired 
to conferre with Sir Samuel Argall, who did meete with 
him a part from the company upon a meadow: and after 
they had expostulated a space for what had past contro­
verting conc.erning the French and English, little to these 
bounds, at last Biencourt offered, if hee might have a 
protection from him, to depend upon our King, and to 
draw the whole Furres of that Countrey to one Port, 
where he would divide them with him; as likewise hee 
would show him good mettalls, whereof he gave him 
pieces, the other refused to jayne in any societie with him, 
protesting that his Commission was onely to displant him, 
and that if hee found him there thereafter hee would use 
him as an enemy. Beincourt labouring earnestly to have 
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had the Jesuit, as he confessed, with a purpose to hang: 
him. Whilest they were discoursing together, One of the 
~avages rushing suddenly forth from the ",roods, and 
licentiated to come neere, did after his manner, wi th such 
broken French as he had earnestly mediate a pC'J.ce, 
wondring why they that seemed to be of one Countrr, 
should use others with such hostilitie, and that with such 
a forme of habit and gesture as made them both to laugh. 

After Biencourt removing from thence to some other, 
Monsieur Champlein, who had lived long here, did carry 
a company with him from France of some fo rtie persons 
or thereabouts, up the R iver of Canada whom hee planted 
on the North side thereof, with a pu rpose to sue for a 
Factory, drawing all the trade of that farre running River, 
within the hands of a few whom he doth commana, \vhich 
a Plantation would have dispersed in many parts, other­
wi se, if his desires had beene bended that way, hee might 
ha\"e planted many people there ere now: the place is 
called Kebeck, where the French doe prosper well, having 
Corne by their owne labour, which may furnish themselves 
for toode, and likewise for a stocke to traffique with the 
Savages, with su ndry other Fruite~, Rootes, Vine grapes 
:md Turkey Wheate. Champlem hath discovered the 
R iver of Canada from the Gulfe upwards above 1100. 

miles, finding in it sometimes such tals as he must tarry 
his Boate a little way by land, and then put it in againe. 
H e did many times come to great Lakes, at the end 
whereof he did alwaies finde a River againe: and the 
last Lake where he came was a verr hugt one, judged to 
be three hundred miles in length, by the report of some 
Savages, who did affirme unto him, that at the further 
end thereof they did finde Salt water, and that they had 
scene great Vessels ; which made Champlein beleeve that 
:t passage might be there to the Bay of California, or to 
some part of the South Sea, which would prove an 
inestimable benefit for the Inhabitants of these pJ.rts, 
opening a neere way to China, which hath bin so many 
sundrr ..... wayes with so great charges so long sought fo r. 
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HOW1OtVCl'. In rc~ of Ihe W'ulln. and. ;nr \\:anl "I 
~ provl~on .. ChamplclIIC' .i,J refurne ba!;kc It 1h.l1 
tt{DC. with. pur-row to !lOt' '~:l1n(' anothn' }t',1t(': _hu.h 
ir het hath done: Il not n'l kno,,"c, but 11'11 I m~t 
c:er&inc, tlut thc Rive1' of Canada hath a lon~ (OUt,<" 

and thro\lllh man~' ~Iy (ounlrle''''' lOme: of IhC1< j:TC:1I 
l.akes, hy ~nJIng- (orlh, or b\ retel\lng ~rc.lI Hiler 
doe afford meanc of comm('tce .... fun· 3. to some puts 
of Tern Florida, as m2~ he goatherd It) Ch:amplcine1 
di!CUvC'ry', &c 

T H u!o ha\"(~ I Itin'" thee Others tra,dl to \ "irc.tnia 
and thc ~ummer 11.111.1 ... , J will conclude with nllnc 

ownc tJ'2\'C'lIs lor them. I see manl' lihh to bee 
disht'artcncJ b, the "lender I!rowth of the "'irClman 
Plantation, whi~h 'or thc time ~il!ht h;,,'c bcc:nc Ilot' andy 
:a sak, but :I rich and blc~~ed 'M other of :1 Ilumcrou' .. 
Ihri, in~ ~nef'2tion, bnnchin.z furre into other Colonie.;: 
and yet is! But why dot I intercept your eyes and di,·crt 
your thoughts (o;u .. ~nd them at ~l;[) from that which 
(or mv Countries (!ooJ and ze:tle to ' ·ireinia, ".thout 
partial! reo;pect on Ihe right hand or on the lefl, wuh a 
candid ri~hl hand I here present, and forbid all "ini"ter 
hands 10 meddle with? T ros Tyriusve mihi-I o;ide no 
where, but embrace Virginia with a right heart, my pen 
directed, my hands erected for her good, which can Joe 
mee no other good, but in reference to the publike, who~e 
I am and whom under God and hi", Majestie I serve :I.nd 
observe with all that I have, am, and can. J had written 
it as a tractate by it sclfe, at the request of some worthy 
friends, but here have abridjZed it in some such th ine:" 3S 

the other parts of these Volumes containe. ~ 
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Chap. XX. 

Virginras Verger Or a Discourse shewing the 
benefits which Illay grow to this Kingdotnc 
from America.n English Plantations, and speci­
'llly tho::.e of Virginia and Summer lIands. 

is the beginning and end, the Alpha 
and Omc!r-l, that flrsc and last, of whom 
and for whom are all things. The nnt 
lind last thing therefore in this Virginjan 
argument considerabJc, is Cod; that is, 
whether we have Commission from hjm 
to plant, and whether the Plantation mar 

bring glory to him: This in regard of us :lnd our scope; 
That in regard of it, and the lawfulnesse thereof. To 
begin with this; In the beginning God created heaven 
and earth (all things therctore are his by a higher name 
Ihen right, this rule and the things ruled, being his 
crealures) of both which Man onely amongst \ 'isible 
creatUres was created capable, which Moses delivereth in 
these words, that God created him after his owne Image: 
which is spoken not and)' of the spuiruall, immortall 
substance of his soule, whose unit), shinerh with that 
created Trinity of Understanding, Will, Memory, in it 
sclfe; :lnd that of Vegetation, Sense. Reason, exercised 
in and b)' bodily motion; but more especia!Iy in reg;trd 
of the Creator, a conformity to him in righreow;nesse ~ 
holinessc of truth (the whole !\1;an shining ..... ith a bor(owed 
light, as the Moone is the image :l.nd reflexion of the 
Sunne) and in regard of the Creature, a just dominion 
over the same, :IS the holy words manifest; repleni~h the 
Earth and subdue it, and hnve dominion over the Fish of 
thc Sca, and over the Fowle of tht lyre, and over every 
liviug- thing (hal movtth upon the carth. Although Mans 
rebeJ1ioil had forfeited this Nntllr'JII Charter, yet was the 
S:lmc in the: repeopling of the \\'orld renewed to Nooh 
:lIld hi!> Sons, whtch ever since have beene in actu:l.J1 
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possession: and as Adam gave namcs (as humaine care· G' ll. 2. 

marks) to the living creatures; so Noahs heires have 
siJtce given names to Seas and Lands, and other creatures 
qUite thorow the knowne World. Neither did the Fall 
of Man so cracke this earthen vessell, that all hIS created [1 \ ' I X. 

excellence rail out: for neither were the substance or 1'1 10. ) 

faculties of the soule extinct, nor his prerogati\'e over the 
visible creatures (the spirituall creature naturall), excelling 
the bodily, and the reasonable and living, the sensitive, 
vegetative and torpid:) these received a wound, the other 
(his spirituall and religious conformitie in these to God) 
as a purer water of the purest life, ran forth irrecoverably; 
and as our n:uurall parts were weak ned and wounded, so 
of those supernaturall wee were utterly robbed; till that 
good Samaritan undertooke the restitution of that in 
redemption, whereunto in creation he had given first 
Institution, God hath laid upon him the iniquitie of us £ 1".1;S. 

aH, and in his stripes wee are healed; our Charter is renued 
and now made so compleat, that whereas the devills 
thought to rob man of Earth and Paradise, H cc which I. C.r. 3· 
taketh the wise in his craftinesse hath restored him: nay 
(that is little) hath added Heaven HimseJfe: that as the 
Israelites cntred upon the houses, Cities and possessions 
of the cursed Canaanites, so Christians into those Thrones 
and celestialJ Dominions, which those spirituaU Thrones 
and Dominions lost, and there have God himseJfc and 
the Lambe to be their Temple and All in all unto them ,Ip . . lI . 

for ever, Amen. I. CD,.. I), 

H ence is it that Christians (such as have the Grace of O'/ ,'uri&,u:! 
the Spirit of Christ, and not the pmfession of his merit CI" hlia1lJ ",. 

I Ihal if 
alone) have and hold the war d and the things thereof in l/(lJlhntllQ 

another tenure, whereof Hypocrites and Heathcns arc not Ih( r,·grU. 

capable. T hese have on ely a Naturall right, by the Sr~ IIUlr 

reliques of the Law of Nature left in Man, by the Creators J~"t'h 1II1;~ J 
goodnesse, for the conservation of the face of a world i: To. ~~ r I. 
In the world; the same further improved with a war· (. 1. ~. 3 .+ . 5. 
rantization, Contra omnes genies (our evidences dialect) 
by the L aw of Nations unto Nations, and L awes Politicke 
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P Ull CHAS HIS PI LGItlMES 

and Cj\·i1l1l1 each N:ltIOfl, llUoUlng to the membcn thcrci)f 
thc publike and pmilte civill rights and tenurc!!., whIch 
either pub like or private, f'ler'lons or corporation!, held 
therein. • 

This tenure comparatively that Christian, is by oue 
Lord himselfe alled a tenure in villenage, that of !Onne!: 
fhe servant hath his time and abides not IJl the house for 
ever: but lhe sonne i!l heire in fcc simple (tide simplici) 
for C:'·er. Neither yet is it lawfull for Chri,tia"s, to 
U!lUrpe the goods and bods of H eathens: for they arc 
villains not to us; but to our and their Lord: nor hath 
the SOnne in nonage power to dispos~s~ viUaincs: nor 
are wee sonlles by nature, but by adoption, ;and a I;uer 
EV3.n,!elicall Charter which doth not disannull the former 
(the fruth, Or Word of the Gospel re<eived by Faith, 
rn:lkes us frce) free Tenants to our Lord, not Lordly 
subverters of others tenures; which m:ly with a good 
conscience use our owne (a1\ things to the pure nrc pure. 
which others ctIllnot, whose conscience: being pitchy, all 
things it toucheth, are defiled) and not. as some ha\'C 
turned ljbertie into licentiousnesse, with a bad conscien.:e 
take away that which is :lnothers. Christ came not to 
destroy the Law, of which one Commandement is, Thou 
shah not stenle: My Kingdome, saith hee, is not of this 
world. and therefore properl), medleth not with proprietic 
::lnd civill interests. The weapons of our warrnre, saith 
Saint Paul, arc not camall but spiritu:tll. :lnd the Keyes 
so much bO:lsted on by Peter~ pretended Succes;;ors, are 
oiled Keres of the Kingdome ot Heaven; b.wfull keyes., 
nOt thievish picklocks; of H eaven, not of Earth. And 
it is remarkable that neither Pope nor Anabaptist (the 
troubles of Israel with worse then lIe:nhc!nish conceits in 
this kind) ever inverted or intervcrte,,! Scepter:;. till the) 
had denied the very Christian name which they ~..:ei\"e\.1 
in Baptisme; nor dispised government till they were twice 
dead, nor promiSed this liberlie to others. till themseh-e~ 
were the servants of corruption. Eve.n 11 Malet..ctor, a 
TraYlor. a very r.aux, or Rnviliac, is permitted to bre3th~ 
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yea is in prison, che Kings house (whereof no private 
hand may dispossesse him) maintained at the Kings charge, 
til~ judgement have passed on him, which co the world 
is ,rot till the end of the world, when Christ shall come 
to judge the quick and dead; who once so respected the 
jUrisdiction of Ethnickes, that himselfe was thereby 
adjudged to the worst of sufferings, yea acknowledged 
that power given to Pilat trom above. His Birth acknow- hIm 19. II. 

ledged AugUStuS his Edict, his Infancy Red Hcrods 
tyrann)" his Man-hood payd Tiberius tribute, and his 
Death was Roman both in kind and sentence. Let every R"". I . I. 

soule be subject to the higher powers, reelded those noble 
armies of Martyrs in the Primitive Church; the contrary 
whereof hath yeelded Mastives and Monsters in these 
last and worst dares. 

Therefore was Babels building in the East (and shall CUI. r l. 
not Babelbable building in the West be) confounded that 
men might bee dispersed thorow the world, to take 
possession of their inheritance: and God which said, 
Replenish the earth, hath made of one bloud all Nations Adl I;. !i· 
of men, to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times and bounds of their habitation. 
Hee gave AI to the children of Lot, and the Land of the Dm.2.g.lg. 
Horims to Esaus posteritie, though not with like circum-
stances as Canaan to Israel; and it was by special! 
indulgence, that Israel both spoiled the Egyptians and 
disherited the Canaanites. Let it bee enough, that Christ 
hath given us our selves in the Lords service to bee a 
perfect freeman, the Universe in ar. universal! tenure, 
and Heaven in reversion; th:lt hath given his Sonne, 
doth give his Spirit, will give hirnselfe; that al! things I. COl. 3· 
are ours, and wee Christs, and Christ Gods: without 
thoughts of invasion and usurpation, knowing that 
Christian Charity seeketh not her owne things (much I. COl". 13· 

• lesse obtrudes on others) and Chriscian libertie maketh 
liberall Saints of naturaJl men, not unnacurall devills of 
professed Saints. Our L ight should so shine before MII"J:. s. 
others, that chey may see our good workes, that they r. Ptt. 3. 
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P URCH AS HIS PILGRIMES 

which know not the world, may bee won without the 
Word, in admiring our Christian conversation. • 

This should be, and in the most Adventurers I hop!:: is 
the scope of the Vi rginian Plantation, not to make 
Savages and wild degenerate men of Christians, but 
Christians of those Savage, wild, degenerate men; to 
whom preachinz must needs bee vaine, if it begins with 
publike Latrocmie. And this is sufficient to prevent 
scruple of the Popes Bul, which (if Basan Buls roaring 
were evidence) maketh aswel against England, this being 
no lesse questionable then Virginia, Paul, Pius, Gregory 
Sixtus breathing as much fire against this, as Alexander 
for that. But what right can England then challenge to 
Vi rginia? I answere, that we would be loth to begin 
our right at wrong, either to Ethnick or Christian; nor 
need we, having so manifold and just interests. First, 
as men, we have a naturall right to replenish the whole 
earth: so that jf any Countrey be not possessed by other 
men, (which is the case of Summer llands, and hath beene 
of all Countries in their first habitations) every man by 
Law of Nature and Humanitie hath right of Plantation, 
and may not by other after-commers be dispossessed, 
without wrong to human nature. And if a country be 
inhabited in some parts therof, other parts remaining 
un peopled, the same reason giveth liberty to other men 
which want convenient habItation to seat themselves, 
where (without wrong to others) they may provide for 
themselves. For these have the same right unto these 
latter parts, which the former had to the former; especially 
where the people is wild, and holdeth no settled possession 
in any parts. Thus the holy Patriarks removed their 
habitations and pasturages, when those parts of the world 
were not yet replenished: and thus the whole world hath 
been planted and peopled with former and later Colonies; 
and thus Virginia hath roome enough for her own (were 
their numbers an hundred times as many) and for others 
also which wanting at home, seeke habitations there in 
vacant places, witn perhaps better right then the first, 
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. t"cn (1'<' n~ h k ~ lain. '-11k \J unketer ~I\d \ Ie;! nd, 

........ their \\ h.lIW'l(\l:t and h11 " )('vcr o"' nc:) I un tc~t h 
ca l\ I nhahitant' I () que 11(10 thl t'f!h_l. \\(:re to ao.u"C' 
alme t all ' atlOn~ ", hich "etC' nxkcd (t"t Ihe mo f r:lltl) 
:in no (ther cradle. and It) .i'~rpoint al that I ) v he: 

Ordmance of rt'rlc", .. hin~ Ihe J :arlh. who~ hat\lutlon 
o,herv. l~ ,", ould be like !"oCIttcreJ ILand'! In the ~ or 
• the rrt''''tnt ~r:a01 .. h Pl:anll.tlo n'l In the Jnd ie $0 

dl"p«~ and di~j')~'ned th:u one: cannot in an,' J istrc "C' 

<,uccour another, and therefore :arc made an (3 let prey 
II) evcr\" Illuder. .\ nother ri hI is th:u of Mcr,h3nJ.1SC 

'on (lmnl3 po':i~umus omllc~ •• 'e( \('ro terra: (ctte Offi ne 'S 
comma pos!;unt ; G,xj in m:tnifold wi$t:domc hath dl\'cr' Lncd 
( \'cry Countries commodltie~ , so !holt 311 arc rich, lnd all 
poore; not that one should be hung-ry :and another 
drunken, but that the whole world miaht be a .. nne boJ ,· 
of man kInd, each member communiC3.tlll~ with other to r 
publike good. H e hath made this Imm'lllab le decree In 
the mutabllitie of the \ Y;nd!>, commodilles &. commod ious­
ne~~ of Seas, and H:arbor~, ,,:arietie of Rl1e!. :and Rj, en, 
multiplicity of :all Mens bo th Necessities and ~uperflult ie~ , 
and thei r univers:all desires of :-':ovehies. Thus :,alomon 
and H lr2rn had r ight to ~a) Ie o\'er the Ocean, and to 
negoti ate with the Ophirians fo r Gemmes, Gold, h·or~, 
:and other commodities ser"iceable for his people 
necessities, for pompous M agnificence, and for the 
T emples H olies. And if hee did nOt plant Colonies 
there, you must remember that the Jewish P ale was then 
standing , wh ich prohibited "01Ul1t31 ie remote dwelhngs, 
where each man was thrice a yeere to appeare betore the 
Lord in J erusalem. Besides, it is a question whether the 
Countrey peopled so long before, had roonte for such 
N eighbours. 

It is therefore ungodly, and inhumane also to den) the 
world to men, or lik e M anger-dagges (nei ther to ea t ha ) 
themselves, nor to sulfer the hungry O xe) to prohibite 
tha.t for others habi tation, whereof the mselves C:1n make 
no use; or for merchandise, whereby much benefit 
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accreweth to both parts. They which doe this, Tollunt 
e vita vit::c societatem, to lise Tunies phrase, & hominc;m 
ex homine tollunt, to borrow Saint Jeroms in ano\her 
matter. The Barbarians themselves by light of nature 
saw thi s, and gave Ours kind entertainment in mutuaJl 
cohabita tion and commerce: and they having not the Law 
were a Law to themselves, practically acknowledging this 
Law of Nature written by him, which is Natura naturans, 
in their hearts : from which if they since have declined, 
they have lost their owne Natura]], and given us another 
Nationall right; their transgression of the Law of Nature, 
which tieth Men to Men in the rights of Natures com­
mons, exposing them (as a forfeited bond) to the chastise­
men t of that common Law of mankind; and also on our 
parts to the severitie of the Law of Nations, which tyeth 
Nation to Nation. And if they oee not worthy of the 
name of a Nation, being wilde and Savage: yet as Slaves, 
bordering rebells, excommunicates and out-lawes are 
lyable to the punishments of Law, and not to the 
priviledges; So is it with these Barbarians, Borderers and 
Out-lawes of Humanity. Arma tenenti, Omnia dat qui 
justa negat, If the Armes bee just, as in this case of 
vindicating unnaturall, inhumane wrongs to a loving and 
profitable Nation, entertained voluntarily, in time of 
greatest pretended amity . On this quarreJl David con­
quered all the Kingdome of the Ammonites and left it to 
his successours in many generations, notwithstanding 
Moses had otherwise left a speciall caution for their 
security, testifying that God had given it the sonnes of 
Lot, and prohibiting invasion to Israel. That natural 
right of cohabitation and commerce we had with others) 
this of just invasion and conquest, and many others 
pr:evious to this, we have above others; so that England 
may both by Law of Nature and Nations chalIenge 
Virginia for her owne peculiar propriety, and that by all 
right and rites usua l I amongst men, not those mentioned 
alone but by others also, first discovery, first actuaJl 
possession, prescription, gift, cession, and livery of seisin, 
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sale (orIfice, that I mention not the nat mall Inheritance 
of the nglish thei r na turally borne, and the unnaturall 
ou~cries 01' so many unnaturally murthered, for just 
vengeance of rooting out the authors and actors of so 
prodigious injustice. 

And first for discovery, the English, Spaniard, and Firs! 
Portugall seerne the Triumviri of the Worlds fi rst dis- dis(Df'tfY· 

cQveries, the Spaniard and Portugall first opening the 
Eastern, ",Testern, and Southern parts, the English the 
Northern America, and all known parts thence to the 
North and Northeast. I could bring authority for King 
Arthurs conquests, above 1000. yeefs since in Island, 
Gronland, E stotiland: but I feare this would seeme too 
weake a foundation, and (which lyers get by lying) dis-
credit our other authorities lesse suspicious; howsoever 
Authors of best note in Geography alledge those, which 
reverence of the truth makes me let passe. And so 
I doe King Malgo soone after him, and Saint Brandon, 
and the Friar of Oxford (which A . 1360. is said to discover 

Mertator D. 
DU.Orld. 
15,. 

to the P olc) and Owen Gwined Prince of North Wales M. Tlm."t. 
his sonne Madock, A. 11 70. which conveyed a Colony, Sir StD. 
as learned men thinke into the West Indies. In all C(I/Hf(l. hil 

Antiquities, as Varro observed, there are somethings pit./~rt i';, th.t 
r b I ( I d h r ) h' . prwu galftfl( fa U OUS so eeme t e former somet lng uncertame, (1/ II/hilt Hall 
as this last; and somethings H istoricall, as that which we ha/h rhm 
shall deliver. Robert Thorne in a Booke to D octor L eigh t<Jord~. 
writeth, that his father with another Merchant of Bristol, ~jfttt Stb .. 

H ugh Eliot, were the first discoverers of the New- ft~i ~:a:"7!" 
found-lands; and if the Mariners would have beene ruled CaM/a> 
by their Pilot, the Lands of the West Indies from whence Ptneri, fIIiliril 
the Gold commeth had beene ours. What yeere this alll"llti, f.<ic. h( 

b wal b~rn at 
happened he expresseth not; ut the words import that Ptlliu, and 

it was before Columbus his discovery. And before m..,inc H. 7. 
Columbus his discovery of the continent, Sir Sebastian H. 8. Ed. 6. 
Cabot, at the charges of K. H enry the seventh, with two '''01 auounttd 

Carveis, in the yeere 1496. (so himselfe, in Ramusio; the Englilh, C5f. 
C(llpallo Mith 

Map with his picture in the P rivy Gallery hath 1497.) he fIJI/I bom 
sailed to the New-found-land, which he called P rima Vista, ar Briml. 
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and the [[and S. Johns, because it was discovered on the 
Feast of S. John Baptist; from whence he sailed Northerly 
to 67. deg. and a hal fe, hoping by that way to pasSCj'to 
Cathay, but his mutinous company (terrified haply tvith 
Ice and cold) forced his returne, which hee made along 
the Coast toward the EquinoctiaU, to the part of the firme 
land now called Florida, and then his victualls failing, he 
returned into England, where by occasion of warres with 
Scotland, the imploiment was laid aside. Afterwards the 
same Sir Sebastian Cabot was sent, A. 1516. by King 
Henry the eight, together with Sir Thomas Pert Vice­
admirall of England, which after coasting th is Continent 
the second time, as I have read, discovered the Coast of 
Brasil, and returned from thence to S. Domingo and 
Puerto Rico. Now Columbus his first discovery of the 
Ilands, was in 1492. of the Continent in hjs third voyage 
in August, 1497. or as others, 1498. so that counting 
most favourably for Columbus, Cabot had discovered the 
Continent in June next before; by one reckoning abo\'e 
a yeere, by another above twO yeeres before. And indeed 
that New \Vorld might more fitly have borne his name, 
then America of Americus vesputius, or of Columbus, 
Cabot having discovered farre more of that Continent then 
they both, or any man else in those Seas: to wit, from 
67. degrees and an halfe to the Line, and from thence 
Southerly to the River of Plate. 

Hee also was the principall mover in the setting fOrth 
of Sir Hugh Willoughby, in King Edwards time (under 

Sir Sfb. Cab. whom he was constituted Grand P ilot of England, with 
Gr""J Pi~'Df the annuall stipend of one hundred six tie sixe pound 
Eng!"nJ. thirteene shillings foure pence) in which voyage Greene-

land was discovered (neither is there any other \\'il­
loughbys Land to be found, but in erroneous Maps) and 
the Russian Empire by the North Cape, and the Bay of 

(Mlmll4lio" . 

prtflriprion. 

Saint Nicolas. But for Virginia, as it was then discovered 
by Sir Seb. Cabot, so it received that name from our 
Virgin-Mother, Great Elizabeth: in whose time formal 
& actual possession was taken for her Majesty. the 
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thirteenth of July, t 584- by Captain Philip Amadas, and 
Captain Barlow, whom Sir Walter Raleigh had sent thither 
With twO Barkes furnished; who also the next yeere, 
I.s-s 5. sent Sir Richard Greenevile with seven sayle, which 
there left an English Colony under the government of 
M . Ralph Lane. A. 1586. hee sent another Ship of one 
hundred Tuns thither for their reliefe: but the Colony 
being returned in Sir Francis Drakes Fleet, shee returned 
also. Sir Richard Greenevile also about a fortnight after 
theif departure arrived with three Ships, and not finding 
the Colonie, left fifteene men to keepe possession, furnished 
with provision for two yeeres. 

A. 158 7. Sir Walter Raleigh sent a new Colony of one 
hundred & fifty persons, with three saile, a Ship of one 
hundred and twenty Tuns, a Fly-boat and a Pinnace. 
H ee appointed twelve Assistants to the Governour, and 
incorporated them by the name of Governour and 
Assistants of the Citie of Raleigh in Virginia. To these, 
Sir Walter Raleigh sent succour five severall times, the 
last by Samuel Mace, 1602. An. 1603. the Bristow men 
sent thither, by leave of Sir Volalter Raleigh, in which 
Expedition was Master Robert Saltern, who the yeere 
before had beene with Cap. Bart. Gosnold. And thus 
are wee come to the beginning of his Majesties gracious 
raigne, when the North and South Plantations were by 
new P atents eagerly pursued. the one from hence, the 
other from the Vhst parts of England. Mawooshen and 
other parts, were many yeeres visited by our mell, and 
An. ,607. a Plantation setled at Sagadahoc, by two Ships 
sent by that wise and severe Justice Sir John P opham 
and others: the successe whereof hath been such, that 
from the North Plantation it hath beene dignified with 
the Title of New England. And for the Southerne parts, 
A. 1606. a Colony went from hence, set forth by the 
Virginia Company, which have ever since maintained their 
Plantation in differing fortun~s. As for the former 
Plantations of Sir 'Valter Raleigh, some children were 
borne to them there: and whetner they live, they con-
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tinued the possession; or if the Savages dealt perfidiously 
with them (as P owhatan confessed to Cap. Smith, that 
hee had beene at their slaughter, and had divers utens~ls 
of theirs to shew) their carkasses, the dispersed bones'of 
their and their Countrey mens since murthered carkasses, 
have taken a mortaH immortaH possession, and being dead, 
speake, proclaime and cry, This ou r earth is truly English, 
and therefore this Land is justly yours 0 English. 

Thus have we discovered the English rigfit by Dis­
covery, Possession, P rrescription; to which we may adde, 
that none other Nation hath once adventured to settle 
in those parts, nor scarce to view them: yea the French 
and Spanish Plantations in Florida, Vi rginias Southerne 
neighbour, soone ended in bloudy massacres, the Spanish 
cruelly murthering the French, under the conduct of 
Pedro Melendes, which An. 1567. was repaid them by 
Dominique de Gorgues, the acquittance written with his 
sword ill Spanish bloud: Florida ever since expecting 
civilizing from her first discoverers the English: which 
is further ra tified by the former Spanish disasters in the 
Expeditions of Pamphilo di Navarez, 1527. and of Soto, 
'537. into Florida: which two journeyes consumed neerS! 
one thousand men therein imployed: besides other 
Expeditions of Ponce de Leon and others mentioned by 
Vega and the Spanish Authors. 

Now for voluntary subjection of the Natives, giving 
themselves and their lands to the Crown of England, 
M. Ralph Lane hath testified for the first Colonie, that 
Menatonon their King by his Messenger, & with him 
twentie foure principal men sent from Okisko King of 
Weopomiok his Vassall, formally acknowledged Her 
Majesty as servants and homagers to her, and under her 
to Sir W. R. For the last Plantation by the present 
Patent of H is Majesty, Paspehay, one of their Kings sold 
us land for Copper, and Powhatan the chiefe Lord of 
all the Savages, with thirty nine Werowances, have yeelded 
to more then formes and circumstances of homage; besides 
contribution, having ruso actually sold for Copper by him 
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received of Cap. John Smith, and made voluntary cession 
of as much as the English desired, going away with 
h\s people to leave it to the English onely. This purchase 
w:rs much increased by Sir Thomas Dale, and for what· 
soever else which he held, hee accepted a Copper Crowne 
as Vassall to His Majesty: which also hee really performed 
for a time, howsoever since they have beene perfidious. 

162 5. 

And this perfidiousnesse of theirs hath further warranted Righ' by 
the English Title. Temperance and Justice had before F~rf,if/Jrt. 
kissed each other, and seemed to blesse the cohabitations 
of English and Indians in Virginia. But when Virginia 
was VIOlently ravished by her owne ruder Natives, yea 
her Virgin cheekes dyed with the bloud of three Colonies 
(that of Sir R. Greenevile, that of Sir W. R. both con-
fessed by themselves, and this last butchery intended to 
all, extended to so many hundreths, with so immaine, 
inhumane, devillish treachery) that I speake not of 
thousands otherwise mis-caring here and mis-carrying 
there, taking possession of Virginia by their facts, and 
fates, by so manifold losses adding to the price of Virginias F(/,(/1/ pOJUf_ 

purchase: T emperance could not temper her selfe , yea SiD". 
the stupid Earth seemes distempered with such bloudy 
potions and cries that shee is ready to spue out her 
Inhabitants: Justice cryeth to God for vengeance, and 
in his name adjureth Prudence and Fortitude to the 
execution. 

The H oly Patriarks had a promise of Canaan, yet held 
no possession but with their dead bodies; Joseph by Hr/;. I I­

faith gave charge concerning his bones: Virginia by so 
many rights naturalized English, by nrst discovery, actuall 
possession, chargeable continuation, long prescri ption, 
voluntary sub/·ection, delivery of seisin, naturall inheri-
tance of Eng ish there borne, reall sale, legall cession, 
regall vassallage; disloyall treason hath now confiscated 
whatsoever remainders of right the unnaturall Naturalls 
had, and made both them and . their Countrey wholly 
Engli sh, provoking us, if wee bee our owne, not base, 
degenerate, unworthy the name of English; so that wee 
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snail not have any th ing left (like Davids Embassadors, 
which thus abused, brouS'ht their Master a just title to 
Ammon, purchased by thClf disgraces) to cover our nakeli­
!lesse, till Virginia cover, reward, in rich us with a tot.tll 
subjection at lest, if not a fatall revenge. And thus much 
for our r ight which God hath given us: whose Virginian 

TIlt ~/Dr!t of tribute is hi s glory, that hee may indeed be Alpha and 
~!"';" h~ Omega (as hath beene said) of the Virginian Plantation: 
1fI:;lr~" which if it hath not satisfied the expectation hitherto, no 
114(11://(((/ bJ doubt that defect hath in great part proceeded from this. 
Mil The end of a thing is the beginning, being first in 
PI4~fIlNDI/. intention though last in execution: the end which 

Christians ought to ayme at is God, Doing all things in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the glory of God 
the Father, by the gracious guide and assistance of the 
H oly Ghost. Glory is, • Frequens de aliquo fama cum 
laude, And heereby is our Father glorified, sayeth Christ, 
if yee bring forth much fruite, and so shall yee be my 

P,. 19. I. 

PI. 92. +. 

[IV. ir. 
1 8 1.~·1 

PI. 1.1-8. 5. 
PI. 16. f.1 
,J(. 2. 

Ee. I. 

Disciples. Loe here the scope of Christians Plantations, 
to plant Christianity, to produce and mwtiply Christians, 
by our words and works to further the knowledge of God 
in his Word and Workes. The workes of God glorifie 
thei r Creator: The Heavens, saith David , declare the 
glory of God, &c. I will triumph in the workes of thy 
hands. 0 Lord, how great are thy workes? and thy 
thoughts are very deepe. A bruit ish man knoweth not, 
neither doth a foole understand this. All crea tures are 
invited to praise the name of the Lord, for hee hath 
com manded and they were created: How much more 
shou ld the tongue of man be the Pen of a readie writer, 
and as it is called, The glory of the man, so imploy it 
selfe in setti ng forth the glory of God, in his "Vorkes of 
Creation, Providence, Redemption? 

TIlt w;r~tI of God is a G lorious Circle, whose Center is every where, 
God, alld his circumference no where: himselfe to himselfe is Circle 
f/flrirti( t},Ut d C· rhO f E .. h b· tfi ·t}, an Ircunnerence, t e cean 0 ntltle, t at ver), u Ique, 
~:rJg70rit~' from whom, to whom (the Centre of unitie) all diversified 

lines of varietie issue and retume. And although we 
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~xery \\ here fcclc hl~ I're~1l1 nellLe, yel the difference 
of hc:t\'cniy climate and influence, c:lusing such dic;cording 
COli cord of daycs, night!;, SC:l~OnS; !ouch varietlc of 
meA!ors, element .. , aliments; such noveitle In Beasts, 
Fishes, Fowles j such luxuriant rlentie and admirable 
r:l.fItie of Trees, Shrubs, J Icarbs: such fertliitie of .. oyle, 
IIlsinu3.tion of Seas, multlplicitic of Rivers, sa(ctic of 
Pons, healthfulnesse of :lyre, opportunities of habitatIon, 
materialls for action, objects for contempl:nion, haps in 
present, hopes of future, worlds of varictie in Ihal 
diversified world; doe quicken our mindes to apprehend, 
whet our !onsues 10 declare, and fill both with arguments 
of divine pr:lIse. On the other side considering so good 
a Countrey, so bad people, naving little of HumaJ1itie 
but snape, ignorant of Civilitie, of Ans, of Religion; 
more brurif>n tnen tne beasts tney hunt, more wild and 
unmanly tnen that unmanned wild Countrey, whicn they 
range rather then inhabite; captivated also to Satans 
tyranny in foolish pieties, mad impieties, wicked idlenesse, 
busie and bloudy wickednesse: hence have wee fit objects 
of zeale and pitie, to deliver from the power of darknesse, 
that where it was said, Yee are not my people, they rna}' 
bee called the children of the living God: rhat Justice 
may so proceed in rooting Ollt those mmtherers, that ret 
in judgement (imitating Gods dealing with us) wee rna}' 
remember Mercy to such as their owne innocence shall 
protect, and H ope shall in Charitie judge capable of 
Christian Faith. And let men know that hee which 
converteth a sinner from the errour of his way, shall save 
a soule from death, and shall hide a mulritude of sinnes. 
And Saviours shall thus come on Mount Zion to jud~e 
the Mount of Esau, and the Kingdome (of Virgi!1la) 
shall be Lord. T hus shall wee at once overcome both 
Men and Devills, and espouse Virginia to one husband, 
presenting her as a chast Virgin to Christ. If the eye 
(If Adventurers were thus single, how soone and all the 
body should be light? But the loving ou r selves more 
rhen God, hath detained so great blessi ngs from us to 
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Iha[ cOlltemne Iron-nllnes) draw to it the Indian Silve r 
and Gold? I will 1101 be 3. Prophet tor Sp:llne from 
Y,jrginia. But I Clnnot forget the wil y apophthegme of 
the Pilots Boy in the Cacafuego, a great Ship bden wit h 
treasure taken in the South Sea, by Sir Francis Dr:t.ke; 
who seeill~ the English Ord nance command such treasu re 
from the ::ipanish C:l.cafuego; Our ,Ship. said he, ~hall be 
cUed the Cacaplata, :lIld the English mar be named the 
Cacafuego. I will not be so unmannerly to give you 
the homely English; it is enough th:u Engli~h Iron 
brought home the !:ip:l.Oish- lndian Silver and Gold. But 
let us consu lt with the wises! CounceUour. Can:lan, 
Abrahams promise, lsrads inheritance, tfpe of heaven, 
and jO)' of the earth! What were her riches? were the) 
/lOt the Grapes of Eshcol. the balzne of Gilead, the Cedar}' 
neighbourhood of Libanus, the pasturr vale of Jericho, 
the dewes o f heaven, ferti li ty of soile, temper of climat, 
the fl owing (not with Golden Sands, but) with Milke 
and H ony (necessaries, and pleasures of life. not bOHome­
lesse gulfes of lust) the commodious scituatioll (or twO 
Seas, and other th ings like (in how many inferiour?) to 
this of Virginia. What golden Country ever nourished 
with her naturall store the hundreth part o f men, in so 
small a proportion of earth, as David there mustered, 
being 1100000. of Israel , and 500000. " of J uda, not 
reckoning the Tribes of L ev i and Benjamin, all able men 
for wa.rres? And after him, in a liule part of that little 
Jehoshaphat (More I dare say then the Span iards ca n 
finde ill one hundred times so much, of thei r Mine lands, 
and choose their best in P eru, New Spaine, and the !lands) 
the Scri ptures containing an infallible muster-booke of 
1160000. able Souldiers in hi s small territories? 

That then is the richest La nd which ca n feede most 
men, Man being a mortal! God, the best part of the best 
earth, and visible end of the visible World . What 
remarkeable Gold or Silver Mines hath France, Belg ia, 
Lumbardy, or other the richest peeces of Europe? wh:lt 
hath Babylonia, M auritania, or other the best of Asia 
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anti \(mkr) What ttm our (erllie Morher I'n~l:ind? 
hkc our ble I r:wcller, which ":1W !l0 much of Sr.aine, 
thc mo~1 (;mlOus part of Europe tor Myncs of 01(, :tlld 
111m ned with Ihc M ynes of Ihc New World, jf an 
Engh!-ohlllan needs 10 cnv)' 3 ~paniard. or prefer:t Spani .. h 
litC and harrlnC'!ie to h,s owne. Their old Mym:$ made 
them Ihe ~ct\'anl" of Rome 2nd Carthage: and ",n::at thclr 
"'hlle .. and mlndc:s doe now I leave them 10 other .. , 
Orice, a~ the Mync\ arc In harrennest soyle, and covetou'l 
men have Ica~l, en:" when they are had of most moncy 
(mcdii~ ut l':I.nl:llu<; undj~) "Cl I have hcarel that in ::'pame 
is Jcs~e Cold and ~llvcr. thcn in other parts of Europe, 
(I dare nO[ mention Ihe proportIons) from both Spanish 
J.nd l'_n~li,h rdatlon: their u!luall monr)' also (to mcddlc 
.... uh no more) i, of h;l.!'c mr[[al1, :tnd thclr grcatcq !'ummes 
computed by Maraved]!> le~~e thrn our laltr !Oken~: 
e'(cepl which (devI~ed (or poorer U<;C$ of Ihc poorrst) 
England of lonl! IIO\e knowe~ no ha~ monyc~: and hath 
<;eel1r plcl1l]c ot SlIvcr and Guld, of \\"ioe and OyJr which 
(t!r<lW nO! ]11 hcr) when Spawe, which produceth Ihe"-f!, 
if, fed wllh .... ,Iad!', and drinkclh waler, helped now and 
Ihen wlIh 11(Jg-f;!cl-kwnc umavour)" \\"we" The Indian 
I:oun"unc:~ runnc wlIh golden and "il\"er <;Ircame .. (!'ic 
vo .. non vohl") not to them<;cl\"c .. , bUI 1I1to thai Spani!'h 
CI ... lerne; ;and thc\e G<;lernt<;arc like thoM: of Ihe London 
\\';ltcr-hou~c, which hath Ihe ConduJI PipeS alway open 
111 the hot[ullle. "0 that a thou~nd Olher Cistcrnc" hold 
1I10re "ater then II: ~o ma), It he s.-tid of Ihe other; 
11 I" nO! Concha bUI Canah~, a Pipe: nthrr then Ciqerlle, 
a Ca~h.kccper rather then Owner: and ("hieh i<; !'pokell 
of beller thill~s) remaining poorc, makes man)" rich" To 
rroceed, arc ~lIlt [\I)"ner:; Ihc mO~1 nllSerable of Slaves, 
w)'led cOIl111luall}'. and unln manifold dcath~ tired I'M 
olher~. 111 hrlllgillf:" Hl Jight tllO~e Trea"ure<; of chrknessc, 
and living (If they live. or jf Ihat bee a hie) In the suburbs 
of H ell, 10 makc Olhcr~ dreame of Il ea\'en? "\ e2 
P:lradi~c, Ihc modell of heaven, h:1d In il no Miner.tls, 
nor was Adam In his 1I1nocency, or Noah after the \\'orJds 
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recovery, both Lords of all, employed in Mines, but (in 
those happy workes which \"irginia invneth England unlO) 
in Vines, Gardening, and H usb:wdry. Neither lei any man 
thi "C th:lI I pleade against the sourenesse of the Grapes, 
like the Foxe wtucn could not reach them: but I seriously 
shew that they are calves and not men, which adore the 
golden Cal fe, or "Nabuchadnenars great golden statue, 
as if the body were not more then raiment, and those 
things to he preferred to mone)', for whose sake mony 
(the creature of rn3n; ba~ Idolatry where Ihe Creator 
worships his creature!) was first ordained, and sull hath 
horh use and bein~. 

Doe we not see In this respect, that the Silke~, Calicos. 
Dru~ges, and Spices of the £:1St swallow up (not to 
mention the Belgian whirlepoole) all the Mines of che 
v·; eJ;t? and chac one Carricke carrieth more Rials thither, 
then perhaps wme whole Region in Spaine retainerh for 
vulgar use? And whence are English, POrlugal~, or 
Dutchmen fitled for that commerce r as if America had 
ominously (for other just reaSon there is none) beene 
called India, as if the West were but drudge and factor 
for the East. And what hath dispeopled the~New World, 
not leaving in some places one of Millions, but Auri 
sacra fumes, others killing them in the i\lines, or they 
killing themselves to prevent the Mines? Let it be 
riches enough, that Sir Thomas Dale testified by Letters 
from thence, and after his returne co me that toure of 
the best Kingdomes of Christendome were not for naturall 
endowments comparable to Virginia: and which I have 
heard of one which hath travelled in aU the best Regions 
of Europe, and hath seene more of Virginia then perhaps 
any man else, and which needes not ... peake for any gaine 
there or thence gotten, as no reputed favourite or favourer 
of that Society and their actions; that he hath seene no 
Country to be preferred for soile, nor for commodious 
Rivers to be compared. 

And if successe hath nOt beene correspondent to English 
hopes; who seeth nOt the causes of those diseasters? 
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Division th:u taile·headed Amphisb;,:na and manl"­
headed monster, deformed .,sue of that difformeJ 0 d 
Serpent, In some of the Colony there & Company h,rc. 
hath from time to time th rust in her forged venomous 
tongue, wherby they have swaine with deadly poiton 
of gre:u thou~hts of heart (onely by pride doe men make 
contention) with olinde-staring eyes of self-love abounding 
in their own sense: whence suspicions, jealousies, bctions., 
panialities to friends and dependants, wilfulJ obstinacie,," 
and other furious passions have transported men &om 
Virginias good and thci r owne. Covetousnesse huh 
distorted others to minde earth and not heaven, in h:l.~ti­
ncsse of more then speedy returne and present gaine, 
forgetting that Godlinesse is the best gaine, and that the)" 
are plantl/lg:l. Colony, not rcaping a harvest, for a publike 
:l.nd not (but in subordinate order) priv:l.te we:alth. A 
long time Virgini:l. W:l.S thought to be much encombered 
wid; Englands excrements, some vicious persons, :1$ 

corrupt levin sowring, or as plague sores infecting others, 
and that Colony W:l.S m:ade a Port Exquiline for such 
:l.S by ordure or vomit were by good order and phrsicke 
worth), to be ev:acuated from This Body: whence not 
only lnie drones did not fu rther the Plantation, hut 
wicked Waspes with sh:l.rking, and the worst, that is 
beggerly tyrants, frustrated and suppI:l.nted the labours 
of others. Crelum non animum mutant qui truns mue 
cutTunt. A prodigious Prodigal I here, is not easily me~­
morphosed in a V"irginian p:1SS3ge to a thrift)" Planter: 
nor can there neede wiser choise or more industrious course 
in any undertaking, then is requisite in :1 Christian 
ColoOles pl:1ntation amongst Infidels. Which I suppose 
hath beene carefully by many Adventurers practised: and 
whatsoever fau lts happened by ignorance in the bcgi nnin£"" 
neglect of seasons, riot, sloath, occasional! wants of or 
in Governours or Government, abuses of M:l.nners, 
treeher), of Fugitives, and Sava.ges; and other disC"a!oC:o.. 
wh ich havc in p:m I1ttended 1111 new P lantl1t ions, I1nd 
consumed m:l.lly: experience I ho~ br this time 
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hath taught to preven t or remedy. The late barbarous 
Massacre (hine ilia: lachrymre) still bleedeth, and when 
thillgs were reported to be in better forwardnesse then 
eve: , in great part blasted those hopefull blossomes, 
disjoin ted the proceedings in the Iron workes, Vineyards, 
Mulberry plants; and in sudden shifts for life, exposed 
them to manifold necessities; insomuch, that many of 
the Principals being slain, the rest surprised with feare, 
reduced themselves almost from eigh ty to eight P lanta-
tions, whereby pestered with multitude, and dest itute of 
Corne and other forsaken necessaries, they incurred a 
grievous and general! sicknesse, which being increased 
by infection of some passengers tainted in their Ship-
passage with corrupt Beere, there followed a mortality 
which consumed about fi ve hundred persons, besides three 
hundred and fifty or thereabouts murthered in that 
Sava~e-Massacre. All which notwithstanding, there 

The maltae/"( 
harh bun rlu 
,hiift (l1us' of 
laur 
mifCl1rying. 

remame, some have if truely calculated and conjectured 
eighteene hundred persons: for whose secuTi ty and Tltis numotl' 
provision it hath plea:sed his Majesty to have a Royall of 18oo;,U'l1f 

I·k . h H bl L d f h· M' . prt/(II/(,. 'Y care, as I eWlse t e onora e or SOlS aJ estles /ht Ccmpl1l1it 
privy Councell, besides the honorable endevours of the 10 lIu Lords if 
Councell and well affected members of that Society, wh ich rhe COIlllUl/. 

God almighty, the great Founder of Colonies, prosper. 
Now that I may shew Virginia worthy those princely, 

honorable and industrious thoughts, I have adventured 
briefely to point Out, rather then to paint out her beauty 
and attractive ornaments. 

A rgumt nll for 
rirgilfitllf 
p/l1ntalion, OJ 
fuilfg 
/zQ,w·tlblt. 

First Religion (as is before observed) inviteth us there I . Rdi&ioll. 
to seeke the Kingdome of God first, and all other things 
shall be ministred to us, and added as advantage to tne 
bargaine: seeke the Kingdome of God, and see an earthly 
Kingdome in recompence, as the earnest, and the heavenly 
Kingdome for our full paiment. Of glorifying God in 
his word and workes in this designe is already spoken. 

Secondl)" Humanity and our common Nature forbids 2. Humonirit. 

to turne our eyes from our owne flesh; yea commands 
us to love our neighbours as our selves, and to play the 
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f!ood Samaritan wuh the'JC our neighbours (though of 
another 'ation and Religion, a the wounded Jew ron 
to him) to recover them if it be possible, as by Reb~n, 
",om the power of Sarha" to God; ~ by hum:ulIty and 
civility from Barbarisme and Savagenes5e to good ITI20nners 
and humaine polity 

Third ly, the Honour of our Nation enjoyneth us nor 
basely to loose the glory of our forefather,) acts, which 
here have beene ,hewed in King Henry the <;c:venth, Kinf! 
llenry the eight, King Edward the sixt, and ~eene 
Elizaberhs times, all which illustrated their names by 
Discovery of Realmes remote, unknowne p:lI'ts 30nd ports 
(3ond the first, first of all Kings, and the I:m holdinR to 
the last) Discovrring and possessing these, and loving 
them as just inheritance to his Majesty. What shamr 
to a de~ener:He posterity, to loose so honorable a claime, 
and game; yea, to neflect that which many English 
have purchased with dOing and suffering so much, and 
not With their sweate alone, their care and co;.t, but with 
their deerest bloud and manifold deaths? 

Fourthly, wee may reckon the H onour of our King, 
and his Royal l poste rity: to which, in timr Virginia may 
pcrforme as much with .equall m30nuring 3o~ ever Brit3.f1nia 
and Ireland could promise when first they became kno\.\ne 
to the then civiller \\'orld. And were not compari~l)ns 
odious! I am sure I he:1rd Sir Thom3oS D301e confidently 
:1nd scriou~ly exuitlllg in private conference with me, in 
the hopes of future gre30tnesse from Virginia, to the 
Engli sh Crowllc. And if the wi~e King wr~ly said, the 
honour of 3 Kjn~ is in the multitude of his Subj~ts, loe 
here the war to preserve, employ, encre:aSC them; and 
for his Majesty to reach his long rorall :armes to another 
World. The Roman Empire sowed Roman Col()nies 
thorow the "'orld, ns the most n:atur:lll :and :uuliciloll 
way [0 win 30nd hold the World Romaine. 

Fifthly, the honour of the Kingdome, thus growing 
and multiplying into King-domes, that as &otland and 
England ~eeme si~trr", So.) Virginin, few Enghnd. Kc\.\ 
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found L:ll1d 111 the Conllnent ll.lrc;zd)' phanlcJ In r "1 \\it" 
English Colnlllc~, loC"clhcr with nc.rl1luJ~, :and mller 1Ii1l1d 
mu be the J.doptca lnd 1c~1I !):lu~hlc" nl Lngbnd 
Alt hononblc: dl!: .. i~fle, In \\hi,h 1Ionor IrCI(hcth her 
f.mC' h:tnd. the live fingers \."he~()( are :nltJrned with UI;.h 
prcciou) Ring~, (:l.eh enrl(hed \qth 111\.:l.lu;I\lle )c\\d, or 
Reliaion, ll umallll\', l nhl!rlt:tncc, Ihe K ln~. ,he "' ln~ 
dome: I { OlIOS :llit :artes. ol1lnc~uc inccnduutur:"ld tudi:a 
gloria. 

And jf Honour hOlth prc\,';Iiied wHh hOMnblc and 
hi~her ::;p,rit", we shall come 13dcIl Wllh J.r/Zumcnts of 
profit 10 prcs~ meanc:r hands and heuu III the !>.Cr-nee 
of Yirgini3 Ondy I deSIre Ih:u mcn brtn~ thclr h('~:art 
hrsl, and (amider that the vcrr n:IIT1CS o ( :I. Colony and 
Pbnt:1[ion doe import a rC3sonablc: and ~'It')n:t~It' culture, 
and plllllting before a l lan-est and \ "ll1l:l!!e C:tn be 
expected: which If they here exerCl';t our huth Jnd I (ope 
both for e;trth and he-wen, where all fhin.!!~ :trt' prcplred; 
let us not 10 ruder lnd cruder fOl.lndltlonr. and hc~mnlIles 
[hen:, precipir::ue unto hll~tr fnls.. 

And ~fore we come to \'irglJll3~ parlicubr pn1uabllillcs 
for this Kingdomes good, we need not tar fetched "f'C':u· 
lations, we have cvide.nce from experience. Castile (iI. 
Kingdome which no\\ ">toop!> to none, and which ..ome 
of her flatte rers adv31lce aho\'c all, mo.kll1g It C:ul1<llike 
without respect to F3Jth) grew from an almo~t "athin!! 
ou l of the M oorish deluge, to be but :1 rellle !iOmc::thing: 
in com parison of others in Europe, lill Ferdinands lime 
who sent Col umbus to America. J\ ud how \XlOre 3biJuicl> 
o r probabili ties had they for iI, when Co umbus upon 
false grou nds having conceived strong, SIr.lllgc hopes (If 

the E asterne Indies, stumbled upon a \\'eslcrnc \\'orl.j 
wh ereof hee ne ver dreamed, which therefore he Cliled 
India, and H ispaniola Ophir: to which Exp~dJtion 
(n either fou nded on sound reason, no r expcrienn:: of 
for mer Discoveries, whe n as yet the Mariners Art w:ts 
but crept out o f the Crad le, al1d blessed onl), in the: 
Event) the state of Castile was as poorel )' furni shed :IS 
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it seemes, eyther with money or credit, the Qpeene 
pawning part of her Jewels for 2000. Duckets, to set 
Columbus forth with three poore Carvels for this Ifis­
covery. Little was it then imagined, that in Hispamola 
should be found (which happened in the taking of 
Domingo by Sir Francis Drake) a Spanish Scutchion with 
a Horse, whose hinder feet trod on the Globe, his fore-feet 
prauncing as if he would foot out another World (like 
Alexander hearing Philosophers discourse of other 'A'orlds, 
weeping that hee had not yet finished the conquest of 
this) having this Motto annexed, Non sufficit Orb is. 
Yea, but they found Gold and Silver in abundance? the 
Pockes they did! and plagued all Europe with the great 
ones, with the small consuming America: and if they 
did find Gold and Silver, how poore were the proportions 
till the Mexican Discovery almost thirty yeeres, and that 
of Peru forty yeeres after their Indian plantation. And 
who knowes what Virginia in that space may produce by 
better Discovery of it, and further Discovery of parts 
adjoyning, whereof we have ten thousand times more 
pregnant hopes, then they had in their first Expedition, 
by knowledge gathered from their Discoveries. 

Besides, though Gold and Silver from thence hath 
enriched the Spanish Exchequer, yet the Magazines have 
found other and greater wealth, whereof Virginia is no 
lesse capeable, namely, the Countrey Commodities. What 
Mynes have they, or at least, what doe they use in Brasill, 
or in all the IIands, where yet so many wealthy Spaniards 
and Portugalls inhabit? Their Ginger, Sugar, Hides, 
Tobacco and other Merchandize, I dare boldly affirme, 
yeeld far far more profit to the generalitie of the Spanish 
Subjects thorow that vast World, then the Mynes do or 
have done this last Age. ,"Vhich I shall make apparant 
by honourable testimonie, in one of the last English 
Exploits on the Spanish Indies. The Right Honorable 
Earle of Cumberland in a Letter of his after the taking 
of POrt Rico, (chiefe Towne if not the greatest Iland in 
those parts, and far short of Hispaniola and Cuba) 

'4' 



A D ISCOURSE ON I'IRG IN IA 

3ffirmeth, that if hee would have left the place, hee might 
have had by good account as much Sugar and Ginger in 
the Countrey, 3S was worth 500000. pounds. But he 
inteAded to keepe it, as the Key of the Indies, which TheEtJrltl:lJd 

who soe\'cr possesseth (I use his owne words) may at his ~1I"f'lJlst~ If' , 
. ,far't I,. On" 

pleasure goe to any Chamber III the House, and see how BarJlt] rdrh 
they sleepe before hee be either stopped or descried: so a Garrims /0 

as they must at every dcore keepe so great a force to hold il'.IM 11 
Euard them as will consume a great part of [heir yeerel)' grlel Jl(J"~I~t 
" ' d·' 1 1 . h IlIId mOria/lilt J~evenue; and sen It Ifom p ace to p ace WIt so great (D~lIlm;'lg 
a wastage, as will cause them [0 curse [heir new Porter: mm 0/ his 
for when they have done what they can, they shall beare mfR, hi WOJ 

his charO"e to theif owne destructions, and still be loosing ./QruJ I~ IICfl1 

places b~th of strength and wealth. Thus th.at valorous ~~::~~;f~il 
and renowmed Earle, whose bloud ennobled hiS attempts, Ihipl. 
whose attempts added glory to his bloud, and noblenesse I jnJrfhil i" 
to his Nobilitie: which I rather recite that you might II u·rtfWt 

see the great wealth which the Spaniards reape of Gin~er EXfrnrr of all 

f thl P~"f1, 
and Sugar, to which that a Hides in that lland ho ds Ihippi"g 
such proportion, that one inhabitant thereof named Cifi(1, />feR. 

Cherigo, had no fewer then twelve thousand Beeves: t1r. ofSpailU, 
where Beeves growing wild, it was tolerable to any Ilander ~vhi(h 

10maimlJ 
to kill a beast, if hee returned the skinne to the Owner: bdrmgrJ fO 

and what he speakes of a Key and a Porters advantage, fhat i"J,,,I/';_ 
Mutate nomine de te, change the name, and jf Virginia 0/11 Gmrlrm4/f 

and Summer Ilands fall short some wayes, they will, more /11. w. 
then equall it other wayes, in Case! But I must containe BlJmlJgh 

COIIlrolln of 
my selfe, lest I purchase a Purchas Case for medling. fhl Nat.it. 

Now if any shall thinke that the many transplantations 
of people into those parts, would exhaust England, Spaine 
will answere that point also, now in these dayes com­
playning no more of scarcitie of people (notwithstanding 
theiT many and long V{arres in so many parts of Europe, 
except the expulsion of the Moores and Marans, have 
caused it) then when first they undertooke those con­
suming vast Enterprizes, not of a Vi rginia, but of a 
World. And yet what in comparison is Spaine for 
multitudes of people, whose vastnesse is said to yeeld 
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(the King, Dukes, Marquesses and Earles only WIth their 
rttinue excepted) from eighteene yeeres of age to fiftie. 
but II:!. 5390. men of air sorts, as I have seene if). an 
Extract of the Royall Muster~booke, which how much 
is it exceeded by the numerous excesse of people in this 
Band, straitned in f.U"re lesse roome, and wanting necessary 
employments, which almost exacteth a Vir,ginian vent and 
adventure. For how much more convement is a trans· 
migration, into a fruitfull, large and wholesome RC,I,!ion, 
where the Countrie hath need of a Colonie to cult~vatc 
it, as well as those Coloni and Inhabitants have need of 
a Countrie to mhabit rather then to breed a fulnes in 
This Bodle, which without some such evacuation either 
breeds matter for the pestilence and other Epidemic:lll 
Dl~eases, or at least for Dearth, Famine, Disorders, over~ 
burthening the wealthier, oppressing the poorer, disquiet. 
109 both themselves and others, th:a I mention not the 
fatall hand of the Hangman? And thus you have 
Yirgmia'l ho~s in ReneraU pn>pounJed by Sp:lI1ish example 
urged and enforced by our necessitle of ~cekmg \'cnt to 
such home~fulnesse. 

But looke upon \'Irgini:l; view her lovel,. looke" 
(howsoever like a modest Vin~m she is now vailed with 
wild Coverts and shadie \VooJs. eypccting rather ravish • 
ment then Mariage from her Native Savages) surv:ly her 
Heavens, Elements, Situation; her divisions by armes 
of 8ayes and Rivers into so goodly and well proportioned 
limmes and members; her Virgm portion nothing 
emp:lired, nay not yet improoved, in Natures best 
Legacies; the neighbouring Regions and Seas so com­
modious and obsequious; ber opportunltie5 for offence 
and defence; and in :1.11 these you shall ~ee, that she is 
worth the wooing and loves of the best Hu,band. First, 
for her He:l.vens and Climate, she with her Virgin Sisters 
hath the same (being extended ITom 30. to 45. degrees 
of :\'orth latitude) w~th the best parts of Europe, namely 
the fat of Grrcia, Thracia, Spaine, Italie, Morea, Sicilia, 
(and if we will looke more Northward to the height of 

'4' 



A DISCOU RSE ON VIRGINIA 

France and Britaine, there her Sisters New E ngland, New 
Scotland, and New-found-Iand, promise hopefull and kinde 
enfffca inment to all Adventurers. If you looke South­
watds, you may parallel it with Barbaric, Egypt, and 
the fertilest parts of Afi-icke) and in Asia, all that 
Chuersonessus, sometime the seare of foure thousand 
Cities, and so m:ln)' Kingdomes, now called Natalia, with 
her Neighbours Antiochia, and other Regions of Syria, 
Damascus, Libanus, with Babylonia and the glorie of the 
Earth: and Types of H C:l.ven, J udea and Paradise; the 
Silken Countries also of Persia, China in her best parts, 
and Japan, are in the elevation; and Virginia is Daughter 
of the same Heavens, which promise no lesse portion 
to this Virgin, then those Matrons had fo r the foundation­
stock of their wealth and glory. 

Secondly, this Climate as it promiseth wealth, so it 
doth health also, enjoying the temper of the most 
te mperate pans, even of that in which Adam, Abraham, 
with the Prophets and Apostles were bred in, and received 
as an Earthly priviledge; and in which Christ conversed 
in the flesh. And thirdly for extension, if covetousnesse 
gape wide, ten Judxas, and a hundred P aradises, may 
be equalled for quantitie in Vi rginia, whose mid-land 
Regions are wholly unknowne, till we arrive at that Nova 
Albion, which yeelded it selfe English before the fir st 
Virginian plantation. 

Fourthly for commodious divisions, the Lands and Seas 
contend by fresh Rivers and Armes of the Sea so to 
diversifie the soyle as if in luxuriant wantonnesse they 
were alway engendring manifold Twinnes of Com modi tie 
and Commodiousnesse, Profit and Pleasure, Hunting and 
Fishing, Fruits and M erchandizing, Marinership and 
Husbandry, Opus and Usus, Meate and Drinke, \~Tares 
and Portage, Defending and Offending, Getting and 
Keepin g, Mountaines and VaHeyes, P lai nes and Hillocks, 
R ivers Navigable and shallower Foords, llands and Land­
iles (or Peninsulre) 'Woods and Marishes, Vegetatives and 
living creatures marvellously diversified. Looke on the 
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Map, and tell me if any Countrey in the World promiseth 
more by the lookes then it. Yea I have observed in the 
Letters of greatest Malcontents from thence, foe and fri~d 
and themselves are blamed rather then the Countrey, ihe 
least finger of Virginias hand (I meane the least of five 
Rivers, or as Master .>\lexander \Yhitakers relateth, the 
least of seven) in a small part of that great Countrie, is 
bigger 'then the First-borne of Britaines waters, the fumous 
Thames, all Navigable, some one hundred miles, some 
one hundred and sixtle, receiving Tributes by the way 
of innumerable Springs, Brookes, Riverets (suc.h as that 
of \Vare, and fit for portase of ,Vares in smaller Barkes, 
of which kind James River hath five Attendants in 
ordmary) the fall of everyone of the five is within rwentie 
or Ilfteene mlies of some other: and not above jifteene 
miles In some places is the Great River of Roanoke said 
to be distant from some of those which fall into James 
River, yee1ding a commodious intercour~e twixt those 
Southerly and these more Northerly parts of the Countre),. 
I know not how Nature hath here also wantonized and 
danced a Loath to depart in the windmg of those Streames, 
which seeme wilhngly agame and ag~une to embrace that 
beloved Soile, and to present her with rich Collers of 
silver Esses, murmuring that they must leave so fresh and 
fertile a Land, of which at last with Salt teares they take 
their leave, but contracting with their New Sea Lord to 
visit their old Land-lord and former Love every Floud, 
Meane whiles those many impetuous clippings and sweet 
embraces, searching refuges every way make shew as if 
they would meet together in consultation, and agree on 
some Conspiracie, whic.h howsoever disappointed, yeeld 
neverthelesse many conveniences of entercourse and easier 
portage, each River comming within foure, eight, ten 
miles, more or fewer in divers places of another. All 
these Rivers .unne into a faire Bay, on which the Earth 
eve.y way is a greedie gazing Spectator, except whe.e 
the Ocean .usheth in to ravish her beauties, flowing neere 
twO hundred miles into it, and forcing a Channell one 
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hundred and fort ie, of depth betwixt seven and fifteene 
fathome, and ten or fourteene miles in ordinary breadth. 
T~e Earth yet undermining it by Ilands, and mustering 
th~se River Captaines and innumerable Springs and 
Brookes, maintaineth his fresh challenge with continuall 
\Varres. forcing backe the Ocean every Ebbe to retire, 
which yCt loth to lose so sweete a possession returneth 
within few houres, freshly flowing with Salt reenforce­
ments. 

Fifthly, the soile is blessed, every Element bestowing 
a rich portion on her. The fire hath treasures laid up 
to maintaine her fewell unto prodigality (yea which 
se1dome meete, a thriftie prodigality) for many yceres. 
Her store of waters you have heard, but not her watery 
store of fishes unto incredibility in kinds, goodnesse, 
numbers. T he Aire is no lesse luxuriant in tbe Fowles 
of Heaven. But the Earth (fruitfuU Mother of Man­
kind) she is prodigiously prodigall, in fatnesse of the 
soile; talnesse, sweetnesse, strength, varietie, number­
lesse numbers of her T rees: her Oakes no lesse excellent 
then frequent, many of them bearing two foote and an 
halfe square of good T imber twenty yards long: of which 
also are divers kinds. Elmes and Ashes (of which 
Sope-ashes are made) Wal-nuts in three sorts, Cypresses 
(or much resembling them) Cedars and other sweet 
smelling Timbers, Chestnuts, Plummes of divers sorts, 
Cheries and other Trees, &c. reckoned by Virginian 
Relators, I omit. But most remarkable and promising 
are the Mulberie and the Vine, the one to the backe, the 
other to the belly, yeelding Silkes and Wine. 

As for Silke, how great profits are ra ised thereof to 
the Chinois and Persian? Yea to come neerer, in Naples 
and other parts of Italy, which have provoked France 
to a generall imitation. And how unvaluable are the 
expenses of this Kingdome for that materia II, Ut matronre 
in publico luceant? Likewise for \Vines from France, 
Spaine, Germanie, and other parts how many thousands 
are yeerely expended to the profits of Strangers, that I 
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say not to enemies, or at least to suspected friends? It 
hath pleased his Majestie to take these two into his 
Princely consideration and by his Letter to the Right 
Honorable the E arle of Southampton, and the Company 
of Virginia to commend and command this care to them. 

T he Countrey it selfe naturally produceth Vines in 
great abundance, and some of a very good sort: divers 
plants also have beene sent thi ther of the better kinds 
of Christclldome, with eight Vignerons procured from 
Languedock for the husbanding of that com modi tie. T he 
Soyle is no lesse naturally happy in Mulberie Trees of 
the best kind and some Silke-wormes also: and generall 
order hath beene taken for the abundant planting of them 
in all places inhabited : large supply also of Silke-worme­
seed from hi s Majesties store, and men skilfull in that 
kind for the well ordering of that businesse have beene 
sent. In a word, the very prosperity and pregnant hopes 
of that Plantation made the Devil and his lims to envy, 
feare and hate it. Hence that bloudy Massacre which 
caused almost a sudden Chaos to the hinderance of those 
affaires, by the convulsions, combustions, and almost 
confusion of that Body and their Designes: whereof 
yet we hope not only a recovery but greater advantage, 
the greatest danger from the Savages, growing out of 
our mens confidence, which that terrible stroke (except 
a stupid Devill possesse us) hath cut off; which likewise 
requires that servile natures be servily used; that future 
dangers be prevented by the extirpation of the more 
dangerous, and commodities also raised out of the servile­
nesse and serviceablenesse of the rest. 

As for Sassafras, Salt, Terra Lemnia, Gummes and other 
profitable Drugges 1 shall not neede speake: nor of their 
Silke-grasse naturally growing, besides a kind of Hempe 
or Flaxe, yeelding most excellent Cordage. P ot-ashes, 
Sope-ashes, Pitch and Tarre have beene t11e employment 
of Polacres sent thither. 

In foure yeeres space before the Massacre (the Iron 
Oare of Virginia being found very good and very 
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plentifull) above five thousand pounds were spent, and 
one hundred and fi ftie persons sent for that imploymcnt; 
which being brought in manner to perfection, was 
interrupted by that faralI accident, since which the 
restitution is with all possible diligence (as it is said) 
ordered and furthered. 

There have beene also sent skilfull men from Germany, I z. Til/lbtr 
for setting up of Saw-mils : Virginia yedding to no place fir ellillu. 
in the knowne World for Timbers of all sorts, commodious 
(or strength, pleasant for sweetnesse, specious fo r colours, 
spacious for largenesse, usefuJl for Land and Sea, for 
housing and shipping: in which Timber uses England 
and Holland alone are said to disburse about 300000. 
pounds sterling yeerely. And the defects at home) where 
the Hearth hath climbed into the Roofe, where back-Fewell 
hath devoured aUf buildings in the \Voods) and belly-
Fewell hath devoured the \Voods) and converted them to 
arable: where so many sh ips are employed for provisions 
of and for shipping, Virginia by divine bountie is Magnre 
spes altera Britannire. Herein we may verifie the old 
Proverbe, T hat he which liveth longest) shall fetch his 
wood furthest; but so, as he shall be paid for the fetching 
with great advantage. 

And if an Hand needs woodden Vials to secure it 
against others, to enrich it from others, Virginia offers 
her service herein) and williooke so much more cheerefully 
on you, how much more you shall disburthen her in this 
kind : yea, as England hath wooed and visited Virginia) 
so herein Virginia will be glad and rejoyce to visit 
England) in her there-built ships) and to d well here with 
us in thence-brought Timbers, and esteeme her selfe 
advanced to adorne our Towres, and take view of our 
Pomps and Spectacles. 

And touching shipping and the materials thereof; 
Timbers, Pitch, Tarre, Cordage, Sayles, Anchors, &c. 
necessitie of the times exacteth in our defects at home, 
for securitie from enemies abroad, employment of 
M ari ners, M erchants and our numerous multitudes, 
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otfe:nding nur Otfendcr\, defelllbng our Allie~, that I 
adde not the Riche!! of the World, and glory of Explou ~, 
all which depend on NaVigation. [[ence Trru~ and her 
Daughter Carthage of old (Matre pulehra 61ia pulchr'ion 
hence the I'~gyptlan AJexandna and many Natlom SInce, 
hJ\"e reaped wealch and honour. l lence the Lumbards 
and Ea .. terhllgs sucked out the .. weete5 of thl~ KIne-dome 
ill former time .. , whiles we like children were fed b'\" theIr 
hand~. and they were lnrithed by the JmportaCl~n and 
Exportation of Merchandise CO and from u~: which when 
that gloriou'i 1~IIl,aheth altered, lnd sought to stand In the 
~eas on her owne legs, and to Aie over them with her 
owne wins .. , It not onlr Wlnne he:r renown!! but dread 
abroad, and .. ueh ~trength at home, that notwithstandinc­
her manifold war- olfe'nsive and defensive, and motherl)" 
protection of her Neighbours round about with ~Ien and 
i\l onies ; her Cu~come, her Navie, and the wealth of her 
people is thought to have received in her time a .. even-fold 
advancement. .-\nd what hath so long upholden and 
enhanced the Hanse Townes? \Vh:lt hath r3/'sed che 
rich and glorious States of Venice and Genoa. \\'ha' 
hath since~ freed, and doth still sustaine the H ollanders. 
but their moving ~laga7.ines and C:lstles, their strength 
and magnificence being (by a Minde in St:lte) hereby 
most, \\;-t,ercin it is least, in their Sea-forrests; Nature 
denying that to their Sayle, which Art hath supcr­
abundantly supplied by shipping, to their Lands, to thm 
Seas, for usc, for :ldmiration? H ence hath the Aba!'sine 
or Preste r John lost his estate, the Turke nOt encreased 
his br sW:lllowing the rest of Christendome, the Persian. 
the Mog-ull and other miS-hc)' Asian Potentates h:l\"e not 
bin mighty, howsoc\-er slrnamed Great; h:we beene so 
long awed, llnd as it were, imprisoned within their owne 
shores, there also often br:H'ed, assaulted, forced to receive 
Llwes and conditions, yC:l to pl)' Customes tor their owne 
ships, ami prohibited Trade with others by a hand full of 
Portugalls. l ienee the Portug:als themseh'es crept out 
of their ~tr.lites :lnd obscuritie, and hence the Castilian 
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colours have been so far displayed, and set the rest of the 
,~7orld in this present Maz.e: H ence our Edgar, Edward 
the Third, and Great Elizabeth, have left such memories 
of them, after them; hence all Maritime States and Kings 
have received encrease or diminishing; as their Navies 
have beene, so have they. Yea, without a Navie, Salomon 
had nOt beene so meet a Type of Christ, so glorious in 
Domesticall, Politicall or Ecclesiasticall magnificence. 

A.D. 

,62 5. 

H aile then, al-haiJe Vir~inia, hope of OUf decayed '5. S~Cli"g ~j 
Forrests, Nursery of our T imbers, second supply to our fi'~'JJ(J .Jlltl 

shipping, the succenturiatre copix in distresse of Naval! z:;;!;:m 
materials: and those independ:mt on forreine States, fl~uinr 
disbunhened of Taxes, Customes, Impositions, and CDl/lImrs. 

Suspensions of forreine Princes: yea gainfull not in the 16.l!',pay-
h I b · Sh· d M . . d d I1If'" c"d s 'ps a one, ut III 'pmen an armers trame up an b d-

multiplyed by that imployment, with mutuall entercourse DY;1~"J"m. 
of ,Vares and manifold Commodities. Hee that lookes ,-;./I1a"J/'D' 
on the best Corne-fields soone after the sowing, seeth babilitifl bJ 
expense and labour without any profit but in expectation. Ila"/:~rtta." 
N' S d . d ·f d . d tID"~ (afl(l, ow ]s our ee -time; an ] cOSt an III ustry want fiuit, !tt, 
1I0t, Virginia, in her Sayle and Climate not only promiseth a.-emp/iffdb) 
these materials, there also to be made at easier rates; but SfD"ilmli. 
infinite other Commodities also which rna}' be transplanted 
from these and other parts, as the Spaniards in their Indies, 
have given us example. T hese have reserved \\Tines and 
Oyle, as Staple Commodities to be carried ITom Spaine 
(that these Americans may still have need of Spanish 
Commodities) which else would easily grow there. They 
have againe furnished those parts both ITom Sraine and 
many other Countries, with Figs, Oranges, Limons, and 
ITuits for present use and for Merchandize, with Sugar-
Canes, Gingers, Catull :lIld other Commodities, reelding 
exceeding summes of Treasure to the Planters. And I ,8. Tiu 
know not but in a settled Virginian Plantation, Sugars, CDu"n;f, 

Gingers, H ides, &c. mOl)' there proove as gainfull, as they lIl!UU E1 
have in the Spanish Indies, that is, beyond all conceit of flbtllllll1o;~"IJ 

d· . I· d d M rll/tt,..-rt or mane V3 uatlon, an as goo as many rnes. /;11: Mff"(hall-

Now for the Cattell 3nd Fowles, I might here present di/flu,.,. 
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their Deere of all sorts, reported to have three or foure 
Fawnes at a time, and none under two (which some impute 
to the qualitie of that Countrey, having happened Uke­
wise to the Goats transported from hence) and were it 
not for this increase, eyther they must faile, or the Natives 
(these sparing neither old nor young, nor old with young, 
nor observing any rule of Season or Reason therein) I 
might adde Shag-haired Oxen-seene by Sir Samuell Argall, 
Beavers, Otters, Faxes, \Vilde and Civet Cats, Muske 
Rats, and many Beasts which beare good Furres; their 
large Turkeyes, Cranes, Herons, Partridges, and in­
numerable other Fowles: fish also of innumerable 
numbers and manifold kinds, Sturgeon, Porpose, Base, 
Rock-fish, Carpe, Shad, and the rest. It seemeth to 
us incrediblc, which is related of the both numbers" 
and excellencie at one draught taken. As for the varietie 
of Corne, the excellencie also and multiplication to 1500. 
or 2000. for one stalke of Maiz, thc usefulnesse, their 
succeeding-exceeding Harvests, their Roots, Herbs, 
Pulse, and the rest, I refetre to all the "Vriters in that 
Argument, and to as many as have beene Eye-witnesses 
themselves to be Relaters. 

Were it but a fishing trade, yet his understanding is 
contemptible, that thinkes contemptibly of it. He that 
should reade Doctor Dees relations of so many hundred 
Busses, and Flemmish saile on the English, and Spanish, 
on the Iri sh coasts: or what Master Gentleman hath 
related of the Commodities raised that way by the 
H olanders, summed to millions of pounds in Herring, 
Cod and Ling: and that which others relate of 3600. saile 
of Fishermen in Holand and Zeland, with other things 
of like nature gathered together by Captaine Smith III 

his New Engla nds Trials, with the experiments of that 
coast also part of our Virginian subject shall see, as 
greatest bodies composed of least parts, so greatest summes 
raised out of least and meanest meanes, that being dundant 
in tale, which seemeth wanting in weight. Once, the 
impregnable wals of the united "Provinces are their Ships 
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(whereof some reckon small and great of all sorts 20000,) 
and their pnncipal! and most genera!l Trade is Fishing, 
which is the Seminary of their Mariners of which some 
hlve reckoned above 100000. and summed their returncs 
thence growing to 7000000. pounds in a )'care. I am 
Ilone of Neptunes Secretaries; yet know this, that there 
is 110 fishing to the Sea, and no Country so strong by Sea as 
that which findeth most employment in this kinde, where 
no exportation of treasure, no custome, no consumption 
and exhausting of commodities can be quarelled. Thus 
then, whether we consider \Vines, Silkes, and other the 
appurtenances of our pleasures, as Dies, Drugges, 
Gummes, Sugars, Ginger, Furres, and the like, which 
cOSt this Kingdomc ycarely some hundrcths of thousands 
of our pounds: or whether wee reckon those more staple 
and necessary commodities fo r Shipping, and all sorts of 
Timber, Cordage, and other like, no lesse costiy, Virginia 
inviteth our hopes, and covenanteth to bestow them on 
the industrious: so that we shall save those treasures an:!. 
COStS that way expended, shall lesse depend on other 
Nations, lesse feare imbarguing, detention, imposts; yeA, to. nllll((~. 
shall from other Nations raise by returne of our excesse A BlIOle 
in these kindes great Summes, besides the furnishing pmrll"" to 
of the Kingdome with greater encrcase of Shipping IhrP"r/i"ftlfft' 
.' ' h iI1iJJ/(r 

Marrlners, and Innumerable employments, and the Brftl/{/. /f is 

securing and enriching the Ports, both of Ireland and St:litl ,ltlll SPlit 

England. As for Tobacco I have said little of it, becaus= m(l/i(ioll'" . 

it is so generally knowne (which yet is said to be worth fo'ltrr(l/Ithtlr 
S . did h (I' hAd TDbam to paine 100000. poun s yeare y; an t at grieve to tn l'irginiA 

speak it) from the fume-fome-froth-spirits of England) & and 8rr­

the abundance broug-ht from Virginia and Summer Hands mudAI, (lnd 

(inopes nos cepia fecit) exceedeth the Market: and because tltt pJfom 
b · d h f ,ltfnu. on to many y Immo erate use t ereo are corrupted here at 

S/",nith 
home, and the present benefit thereby accrewing in quicke //()WI),. 

returne, hindreth designes of better consequence there. l I . Hoptl 0/ 
And thus much of Virgin ias present or very probable fa/llri Tradt 

Commodities : to which we may adde the hopes in future .fo~ r1~),(J/1 
times by finding there as good vent for our W ools and ~;:~odltf(:~ 
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Clothes, both to the English and civilized Indian, as the 
Spaniards doe in their [ndies by their Wines and Oyle, 
of which I have already said that they permit not the 
generall growth in their Indian plantations for the continu­
ance and necessitie of commerce with Spaine. And who 
seeth not the exceeding benefit which may arise by 
compleat commerce, in venting our owne superfluities 
of Men; of others, and specially the principall of English 
Commodities, Cloth and Wooll, with the Gospel at our 
Lord Jesus; and returning from thence, Clapboard, Pipe­
staves, Caviare, Oade, Madder, Salt, Cordage, Pitch, 
Tarre, Sope-ashes, Pot-ashes, Cotton-wools, Gaules, 
Furres, Hops, Hides, Gummes, Dyes, Gingers, Sugars, 
Silkes, ",Tines, Iron, Timbers, Fish, Ships, Mariners, 
Merchants, and a World of the Worlds most useful good 
things thorow an open Sea, obnoxious to no forreine 
Potentate, from and to known and secure Ports and 
Harbours? 

It is also not only usefull at all times, but necessary 
to these times, as to transporr superfluous numbers from 
hence to Virginia, so to cure the diseases of the times 
caused by the wants of Monies (the life of trading, and 
sinewes of a great State) attended with wants of sale for 
the Merchant, and consequently of Clothiers and other 
subordinate professions; want of worke for Spinsters, 
\Veavers, and innumerable poorer Trades and Handi­
craftsmen; want of trading for Citizens (neither hath such 
a generall breaking beene ever knowne,) so many shops 
in the principall limmes and streets of this Citie, yea, in 
Cheapside the faire face, yea, in the eye of that beauteous 
face, the Gold-Smiths Row (where besides so many 
shoppes converted to other Trades, r have told this last 
Winter betwixt Friday-street and Bread-street the third 
part shut up) want of employment for decayed Gentlemen, 
both the elder Unthrifts and younger Gallants; which 
want of moneyes and store of wants thence issuing, is in 
greatest part caused by the Merchandizes sought and 
bought in other Countries, whereby our Moneyes fall into 
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forrainc \Ytmle-poo]es without hopes of recovery; 
whereas if our Trade lay (as we see the Spanish) with 
our Qwne Colonies and P lantations else-where, wee should 
hold them still current in our owne Nation, and draw 
others to bring to us both "rares and Moncyes from 
other Regions for the Commodities aforesaid. And thus 
should the Vices of the Times be remedied, and the vices 
of men or vicious !pen finde from Tobacco, Silkes, \ Vines 
and other excesses (like the sting of Scorpions from the 
Oyle of Scorpions) a cure thence, whence they received 
their wounds; and so many ruptures should eyther be 
prevented or healed; provisions also procured fo r employ­
ment of honest and humble povcnie at home, and the 
inordinate spirits of others tamed by the Sea, and trained 
at labour to better Discipline. 

r adde furthe r, that the prosecution of the Virginian [IV. ix. 
Plantation, is both profitable and necessary for the . I Su. J 

h· f h PI . I db· S Z3 NrrWl1rtr strengt n;ng ate anta tlOns a rea y egun In ummer fir·s,rmgt/w:-
Ilands, New E ngland, and New found Land, and that j"gDfhu 
other expected in New Scotland. Pltwl1fiMS. 

Now if we adde the hopefull passage to the South Sea, z.+. Proh4hili· 

that one argument is more then all the rest, if our eyes ~n if a &11:; 
shall once be blessed with tha t desired sigh t. For the ,,~:,!;:J::!:il 
trade of the whole world is then made compendious, all tDmmcdiriti 
the rich trades of the E ast Indies are obvious and neerer 'hmhy . 

hand; and no fo rce is able to scoure so large a Coast as 
that \Vesterne shoare of all America, and secure it from 
our tradi ng. H ence, if we fi nde not golden Countries 
before not possessed by other Christians (whereof also 
Sir Francis Drakes Nova Albion so long since subjected 
by voluntary surrender to the English Crowne, hath given 
us hope) yet trade will bring the Mines of the West into 
our shi ps, and the Spices and other rich M erchand ize of 
the East into our shops at easier charge, and therefore 15. Nuwi,it 
saleable at easier rates. ifmai"rni"j"g 

But this D esigne of the South Sea may seeme desperate, Yirginia ill 
and the Argument ridiculous. I shall therefore indevour fill ;{b'ar 
to give better light therein , and withall to adde another O~~~~J. ,. 
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.\ rgumcnt ,. ",Clgntlc as it, "1J 8rou:"r II en ,11 ex­
cepllonl. 

I maY addc: also "'c UIoC of \\ lfTC, y.hlth 1 Jnll"t Mt ; 
hut whuh OJ.l) harren, an I Ikll )n:l nu,- t\ en now IeCmc 
prcgn.lnl and 11I1rC1dll~ coneel\ cJ, whOte .lKJrtlOb ml~h{ be=­
.ashed. It nCCc tiC aJJc n Jt h(m ut t the b. ... tlJ!neuc 
r bUI propound acne poulblc J'hc mott cnl.l.Inc 
hun nhlc. and bc::J.urcoul fT' l\t ., PC.l .. c. blh .1 ~kc 
p.trt nl \\ .arre, and thcrcr;ln: In scturat PCKe, Prudence 
I not '«lire, hut he um&::lh halC'li: :It[,:u • lrucs I 

\\ at', {'rcWlUlllnft' ;and t;,rc:;lrmtnJ:. nu::n b~' !he . w rei 
dr.a\,"nc I) rrev.:n· Ihc dr.awinft: 11 ~v. 'rd., 2nd c}llkr 
C hC'\C1 " r f'C.3pt t'tJIOd gut If" 

IE It 'l.Iokno""lc .h:l, ClI:pcniCS f.agbnJ hath 
'U!I',uncJ n, Vld. e\u • bee .. r ~1r 0 C.2.bolt ;i1' t 

I )LKO\,Ct c.. In fa t !'olt' llugh W ;Uou~bb,·, Bur­
rough, Pel and Jhknurt b~ the' nh e;1 . I I fudtor.. 
PoolC', )·.Jlhe ..... '. and jl\'c1' oll\e- ':l\lg:ttiOns b)' tht 
, rlh, of ':t :'\b~:lIr hl'lbushcr. l~rtalne J)J\ es,. ':.r 
., l'iClnt2. Bull • :'\115le( "n,~hl II ~~n, i I tIl. &tEn. 
JlnJ ,thet rr..2.nti W D ~o\cfln h~ t:,e " nh·",Ct', 2.11 
tottkmg a '~'pcnJlou rJ. .1gc: to ( dl.l\. :lnd ~ rnt' Ea 
Indu: 1 hc Rason, ",bll::h moc;!\ td them "ere I~ more 
h pct'ull tben riul (II CoJuOlbu~ '" hi('h IQuad otwith­
tJlnJiIlll' IJr bC'lIer and 'peef.her u .... ci.$C' ~UC.\,'tU('.S:t 

M!n!,le .\rJ:ulIlcnf. ';,r ~nsc nthC'r thcn fur RC':I n, :and. 
In this \o'hole \ IrglOl#n rrvjecl, I !pc:akc 10;1 I' n(llsh 

\J\ cntuten, 2nd nOI I l'Cwe Pe-llcr... t \ Ir lnl2.n 
• \ 2;teS. I" .uch \\ h. e) c .. 2ft" In thclf ba.u anCl nOf 
In theIr tunJ : CUCJI !.u .. ccwbus or1o. ~IIJl.tUIS ab 
e\eSHU tJdJ. n'}I;IIIJJ. r,UICI. ) el hJ.eh !let ~U';(cSSC bcenc 
"hnly fru IrJ.IC,)("11 )oeh Re:u(lll alld ~nS(: pluJ I,)r ;L 

P"l. I::'C, J.1I.1 \'lrgllliu u\C:full\c'\.K' therem 
I \\111 nnt hrlll lIn,crl;l.l!lC: Ie UOIllnlC!I o.}f 1 PortuC"J1I 

Ilken 111 1 LJmkc III Qucellc 1- hubc,h J:t\ cs, .".InJ of 
"J.llulher P"nug;tllm ( , liHue. wtu .. h ;)rnrnl!:J to ::oir 'I:trlir~e 
I tobu!lher tlut he h:tJ rl.'! it. l1"r ,,{ l;JO::I3 1. .11);1, 
\~hirh I Jhl tJ) Ihc CO:\~I "f \!"c\\" ·tound·b.IIJ to tuu: 
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.\ J)IM' ()l ' II~I': 0" \ 111(.1\1 \ 

C!"nc In the" :'\1 .1\1 ,':I • n t I( \ ~ l h 
l..cllcl' \0 Ih," 1· ml'tt ur (. ;ar!c d r ,anl:q Ie 

\\ line Ii ('I \ t qu" c 
I h~, (' aln:.lll\ In due rIa (' rt ~UCN • 1 hom.l C" 

1 U.1n de J. u~". 1 h rna J) l)CT !'- t 1 h ijw'" ft 

\hqct Rrj~ ( • lee the", n ani and cncrall rtrofl 
f :1.11 the ~nl 'e Ii m 11 r .:I. ~ 21 I{net I 

(;l112da ,\, ",. ' f tr\c hope I \ r . UI ~ 
]) $oro\('~. " "'lC'('rc I'~bnd (' lndc-
i both InJc !hal •. , :all r t ~ 1 r \\ UJ ,. 

5t2nJ mld",:a\ c\Wl').1 U :r. d the m I C~\1Cn!('d I' n 
o( Ihr We t, I,h ,h I"crh:l.l~ 11<11) h II, • me 1 I I 
and uc f'lut her 1 I' ("fit h W C''iC1 h' cr ker' 
\\:ard Ir. ~d dcb:t~ I (' rJ hi I m n hunuft I 
dut j~, ,he comn cr ""h (·ther '.\1 I ",Ih<"i,j.l U 

ctf!llll~ I'('lcnd 2nd I·DC !'-lr;an Jcalou ("2 ",1, 
I jC'alou .... u r..c n I ,<> l.dm· I nJc :n .11 I u 

P(lrT .... IWI ;-0,\ 111 :and \hdr 1 c\:<;cl'lcd llld I ~. 
the :!lame In 211 ,he La I 211<1 \\ (' t, ",!'Icrt: ;\ an 
rrohihitcd' ,hl;rc- to n;rU1c .III In naturc t JiH11t lind 
3.\.-C{ rdin~ly 10 m:l.kc rri:r:c: f mIl ,J;:ooJ. Ind en .. h 
~h:lill ;1!tcmrt I h~le Ih;&1 \1'1 OlC3!,. rife· lndc " 
In\' of thOl>l: II,1h1l2110n I nUl lUI In Ihll I I 
sidcr3tion nf m\ lX-tier. In the 1'1 I 1 (Jlh J II I h lnd 
Dutch have m'li·nu~ned thc·r ju I -I r1dc tn- h t\c, \\h .. h 
by unj1J~1 (or\.-c wa Jenll:J. anJ IU\I: PlalJ Ihcl1l.sch r 
hrgt:ly fOf :alllo.sc~ ~u't3"ned b~ the I! u!tm~ t \ ult­
ing:> of IhO!>C T\lunopo],:anSo \\tlh (.. .. UlC \\lIn hall our 
tn31 Ir.lde bewp ahllfl I dClllni to Iho c IIljurJtlus denier. 
their own!! rcpuI3t 'II ;\IlJ tt:lffiquc 1\ III bleeJIII • ~\ hen 
would nne cut the IhrO;l\c' of ;all Other lJ, cllturc , or 
111 other adventurer' 1 neither I'trJI,hcsic, 11M <"'th.lft 
unto the like in thc \\'e-r: Our rrudenl :and poteIH 
Mother Eliz.:abeth Wln renowne and we:!.hh in ,hclr 0\\111;: 

harbours and Citie!> al hume, and IItl Ic''>I: III the rcmt1le)\ 
of thtir Land~ and ~:ts, Ye:l, the South ~1 h~' furl lie t 
com passe was necre to her long and ju!>! :lrrlles,· :lI\d their 
Cacap\;l.ta and Saint Anne, with Illh(r thcir ru;he_t ::'hip~ 

'55 

• , . 
/ .. 

• 



A.D. 
I f>2S. 

PUR HAS HIS PILGRIMES 

::lnd Ports were ransacked by Engli!lh Cacafuegoll. and the 
charges of those warres borne by those enemies which 
caused them. Nulla salus bello, p:l.cem te poscimus 
ornnes. He whose words and workes hath ever beene 
Be::ui p:acifici, knowes best when and how to exact his 
and the Worlds right, in the \\'orld, of which God hath 
gra.nted a Monopoly to no man; and (if others can 
embrace the whole Globe with dispersed habit:l.tions) not 
to suffer his long arme to be shortncd, and the strong 
armes of his to be pinioned, and forced to accept of a 
bounded and limited commerce in a little corner at others 
~leasurc. Once, in JUSt and c."en ~~e, V~rginia stands 
ht to become Englands Factor In AmetlCll; If war should 
harpen, both it and Bermuda are fit Sentinels and Scouts, 
yea 6t Searchers and Customers, fit \V:Hch-towers and 
.~rsenals to Im.int3ine right 3gainst :1.11 wrong-doers. And 
tor the South Sen, if a pas5:lge be found neere unto 
\',rginia, as Master Dermer was confident upon rel:l.tions 
(as he writ to me) of a thousand witnesses, wee then see 
Virgini:!.s bp open, ),eelding her Pons and Harbours for 
the Easterne treasures to be the neerest \\-ay conveied by 
the \/,,'cst. Yea if it be more remote, as Chacke nnd 
Fuca relate, yet hath Yirginia an useful! nei~hbourhood 
both for sicke men, weatherbeaten Ships, and provisions 
exhaust in long Voyages, to m:!.ke them fitter for returnc::. 
:\nd if such passage were nOt at a.ll, yet the Mountainc::s 
o f \,irginl:l cannOt btU send Rivers to that Sea; SO th:n 
as the wealth of Peru is brought to P:l.n3ma, :l.nd thence 
by Land convaied to the Pons of this Sea, so may the 
wtalth of the South Sen, and the Regions of the West 
of America be tho.( wa)' p::lssed to English hands. The 
like may be snid of the llands of Salomon, rhe 50mh 
unknowne Continent, which afrertimes may discovc:r 
(prob:lbly as rich as the rest) thnt I mention not the knowne 
Regions of the East already tr.l.ded. And o.lthough the 
passage be nOt yet perfectly knowne, yet mny the sensons 
and fittest opportunities and provisions for thnt discovery 
be most easle from Virginia: :ll1d there, if crossed with 
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t<'rnl~" or other dic:.aster~. they mar !lnde <.,('curesl refuge 
and rdre~hlllg. An jf (which God avert) we rna,. not 
haH the wares of peace, P!t the peace of wanes (th:u IS, 

:a fit rendc\'ous and retiring place, where 10 cheere and 
hearten, to repaire and 5upply upon all ocC3$ions) IS there 
offered by the advantages of both Seas. For in both, 
that va51 body must needes be of slow motion, where 
the limmes are so disjoynted, :1nd one member unfit to 
helpe another by remOleneS5e. And if it should but force 
the adversary to maintaine Garrisons in his Ports on bOlh 
sides, 10 secure them from invasion, and a double Navie 
of \\'ar in both Seas, the one to secure the CooS!S, the 
other to secure his Shippes in the South Sea passing from 
the Philippin3s, or /Tom one POrt to another; and in the 
~orth Sea to waffe his Treasures and Merchandise into 
Europe, the wings of that Eagle would be so pulled with 
such COStS, that flee could not easily make invasive flight 
upon his neighbours in these parts; yea, both those and 
these Dominions would be exposed to the easier invasions 
of others. Tam M arte, quam Mercurio, in Peace and 
\Y:uTe, so usefull may Virginia and Bermuda be to this 
Kin~dome. 
~ow if any say Medice cura teipsum, and aUeadge 

that they themselves are not able to stand against an 
enemy: I answere, first, for Bermuda, or Summer Hands, 
that little body is all heart, and hath the strength of 
Nature and Art conspiring her impregnablenesse. For 
the Rockes every way have so fortified the scituation, that 
she would laugh at an Armada, at a World of Ships; 
where the straight passage admits not two Ships abreast to 
enter, and hatn ten Forts with Ordnance to entertaine 
them. She feares no ravishment, and as little needes she 
fami shment, so that unlesse God for our sinnes, or the 
Divell by the worst of sinnes, treason, and the worst of 
bis Sannes, some Judas, expose her to the Enemy, she 
can know no other love or Lord but English. And for 
Virginia against the Savages greatest fri~ht> Captaine 
Smith maintained himselfe without losse, wuh gaine with 
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thirty eight men: against others she hath SO fit places for 
fortification; so fit meanes and materials to secure her ~ 
as eye-witnesses report, that the worst of enemies to be 
feared is English backwardnesse or ITowardnesse, like 
Sampsons Foxes either drawing backe, or having fire at 
their tongues ends. 

Now if Oyeene Elizabeth of glorious memory, were 
able from England onely to annoy her enemies, so great 
and potent, so much and farre: what may we in Gods 
name hope of a New England, New found Land, Bermuda, 
and Virginia already planted with EngLish? When upon 
newes of the f..11 of that great Northen Staere, the Duke 
of Braganzas brother spake of her as the Jesuites had 
slandered; hold your peace brother, said the Duke him­
selfe (one * thell present related this to me) had it not 
beene for her Religion (for which wee most honour her, 
for which God did most blesse her) she might justly have 
beene ranked with the ancients Romans: England is a 
small thing, as the Map sheweth, to Spaine, OInd yet we 
durst not looke out of doores for her and hers. Thus 
worthily that worthy man, of the \Vorthy of women in 
her time. Great and glorious Eliza~eth! how didsr thou 
contemne the Iberian threates? How didst thou invert, 
divert, subvert their attempts? How victoriously didst 
thou evade their invincible Invasion? how didst thou 
invade the Invaders, at their gates, in their ports? how 
didst thou meete them in the Atlanticke, pursue them to 
the South, to the Indian Seas, and round about the World ? 
How did the skie, windes, waves serve to a higher 
providence in thy deliveries, in thy triumphs? how often 
were the rrodigious Carrikes of the East, and prodigall 
Vessels 0 the Vlest, either staid at home for feare, or 
driven to fort-covert by the way, or costly wafted on their 
way, or burned in the way, or sunke out of the way, or 
carried quite away to visite the English shoares, and 
adorne the Trophees of great and s-forious Elizabeth? 
Rouze up your brave spirits Enghsh hearts in loyall 
subjection to your Royall Soveraign: be ready to offer 
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righI, (care not to ~utfer wrong: ~cke the good, and 
~ce the g()()J~ \~hich \"Irgllli:!. olfel"'S, ll ere courd I wilder 
my selfe in thickets of :ltgumen!!>, and could l u~ter more [1\- I~, 
moti\·c~ and more necessarily concluding tor \'irgIl113~ 11!14·) 
a.:kanccment, jf that which we desire nOI be enlon:cJ 
on us, then I ha\"c :1ire3dr numbred 111 plantation and 
commerce: Yea almost all those tonner arguments are 
pressed of necessity, or offer their ~rvice voluntarily, 
some more, OIhers 110 les~e servicc3ble that W3)'. then 10 
publike peJ.ce and traffique, which also are securest when 
thc}' neede not (care a \\'arrc. 

The honour of Religion defended by the Defender of 
the Faith; of our Nation, Kin,!, King-dome; the Materials 
of Ships, Mariners, Armes, \'~ctu:l1s; Fishing, Merch:ln­
dise, :lnd Prize subservient to e:lch VOy:lge, that one ml)' 
supply if the other faile; in crossed Voyages, a convenient 
receptacle for refreshing; fit place of stay in not filting 
and unseasonable seasons: a safe repository for spoiles 
gotten in expectation of greater purchase: a redresse to 
weatherbe:lten and storme-distressed Ships: a refuge to 
such as the enemy hath battered and endangered: :In 
H ospitall for sicke, wounded, and presently unservice:lble 
Mariners and SouJdiers: a storehouse to repaire Timbers, 
Tackling) and other provisions) to Ships :lnd Men: a fit 
meane (in supplying us from thence with necessaries) to 
keepe those Monies in our owne hands, whereby we an! 
destitute of the princip:lll sinewes of warre, yea perhaps 
the enemy armed against us: a schoole and training place 
for our youth to endure labour and hardship) and to 
prepare them like the Jewes in Nehemiahs t ime, to use 
the Sword with one hand, and instruments of labour in 
the other : an exercise to breede Men for longer Voiages: 
a backedoore to breake out sudden ly on the enemy: :In 
ambushment, whiles Ships from hence & thence shal at 
once be expected, and he wh ich flees the one shall fall into 
the other: a redoubling of our forces when they meete: 
a safe harbour in Bermuda or in Virginia for a hundred 
sai les, or many more, to awaite all opportunities: a place 
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likely to yeelcle to men of merit entertainment and reward: 
a place yeelding opportunity by trade there to weaken our 
possible or probable enemies, to whom now wee seeke 
for trade, and consequently to weaken them by the want 
of our Commodities, and to adde a double strength to 
our selves: a place commodious to prevent waITe by 
diverting it, to divert it by preventing: to subvert the 
enemies PlantatIons by sudden assauJts, or fo rce them to 
costly Garisons: to evert their Merchandising by trade 
suspended, surpriz.ed, or defended with chargeable wast­
age: to in tcrvert their intelligence and profits: to invert 
the hearts of Malecontents, and those hands which feare 
now cur beth and bridleth: to convert to our parts those 
which maintaine a fugitive and wilde enmity with them: 
to avert the profits of their Mines by other imployments: 
and in a word, to make that use of others against them, 
which thei r examples have taught us in acquiring the great 
Empires of Mexico and Peru, with other parts aT America, 
which without the he1pe of Indians against Indians, 
banding themselves with a contrary faction, such handfuls 
had never beene able to have effected: \\"hat shall I say 
more? If others impotence and importunities force a 
\Var, Virginia and Summer IIands seeme to this English 
body as twO American hands, cares, feete; twO cres for 
defence: two Keyes (as before is said) for offe_nce: two 
Armes to get, encompasse, embrace: two Fists to strike: 
the Sword and Dagger; Ship and Pinnace; Castle and 
Rampire, Canon & Musket, Arsenale and Peere, and 
whatsoever God shall please to give to humaine industry, 
who gives all things of £ree grace, but to such to whom 
he hath given grace freely to seeke them; and is alway 
a facile and easie giver, but to them onely which love not 
their ease and idle pleasure. And although r am no 
Secretary of Gods Counsell for the Indies, yet event hath 
revealed thus much of his will, that no other Christian 
Nation hath yet gotten and maintained possession in those 
parts, but the English: to whom therefore wee may 
gather their decreed serviceablenesse in Peace, advantagi-
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OUSD('lo~e In \\':un:, and opportUnity for both, to be both 
Magumc and Bul""2rkc, and rcady evell by n:nurall 
scitwtion to !oil on the .. klrts of whatsoever enemies, 
which pa!'!'oC ITom America to Europe. 

Three Spam .. h wItnesses, Acosta, Oviedo, and H erren, 
h:l\"c rcl:lted this, in describing the course of that 
N2\'igation; ra, aU c=xpencnce, the He:lyens :lIsa and 
Elements subscribe to it. For such is the statute of the 
Windes, whICh all Shipping in that Se3 must obey: the), 
must goe one way and rcturne another. T o the Indies 
the course from Europe is by the Canaries, and thence 
entting the Tropike, they meete with the Brises, which 
are perpetuall E:l.sterne windes, or I know not what 
impetuosit), by the motion of the heavens breathed into 
the lower :me betwixt the Tropikes, and pressing all 
\"apours and exhalations unto that service in one or other 

A{~/ •. I }. 
f. ~.).6.;. 
OritA 
Slfllf_tz" t5 
Ct". MII./.l. 
J/trf~tzl. 

DII< ri. of "'J. 
(. ! . .I. 

point Easterly: which force the Ships to returne neerer rluhriultlllli 
the American coast there to seeke as it were some alloy ""nt ~f 
f h . . ( \\' Ntzrigtzri1". o t at Impetuous mouon even as rou see ater-men 

in the Thames rowing against the tide, to covet neere the 
sheare where the tide is weakest) and thence passing the 
Tropike to seeke \\Testedy windes, which from twentr 
seven to thirty seven doe there usually remaine, as wee 
see in Eddies caused by stronger motions. Thus the Uti] wj",us. 
Spanish Ships on the South Sea make one way from 
Acapulco to the Philippinas, which is the Tropicke; and 
another without in the height of J apan, to returne. And 
thus in the Ati:J.nticke the Ships from their several! pOrts 
come to the H avan:l in Cuba, and thence must t:lke their 
course neere to Virginia and Summer Ilands, to finde 
the Azores: in which way. from thence it is easie for 
English Ships (not far from their owne home or Ports) 
to disperse themselves in expectation of a surprisall. 

The want of such helpes in ~eene E lizabeths glorious 
times, enforced our men of \ Varre still to :J.waite both for (IV. i:r. 
the Indian Carrickes, and all American Ships, hovering . 18:5·J 

Dlftztlf/<lllfo1g~ 
,. _ Sf;"I..t • • "f '" GIll" if w.I II/Cj Pi4fIl4tWt tzS ,ltis js Illl" IIl1ly h: ,.·lIfll(( IUIIY 
Y".", rwrt jr.ltrtllf li "' ,.,., " fJlMlIy . 
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about the Azores Ilands subject to the Spanish Crowne, 
where they neither had harbour in stormes, nor could in 
any wants refresh themselves with water, victuals, or 
other provisions but by force; where a greater and 
stronger Armada of the enemy waited to wafte home their 
Ships returning; where it often hapned that the Ships 
could not so soone be descried, but they gat either into 
some Port, and under some Fort which secured them; or 
else there ran themselves aground, and saving what they 
could with their persons, fired the rest, SO to sacrifice it 
to Neptune or Vulcan, rather then permit it to English 
hands. Neither had the English any neere Port where 
to supply themselves in any distresse, or exhaustion of 
provisions, but must necessarily returne home for England, 
if not (as sometimes) perishing in the way, with little 
or perhaps no prize attained. Likewise in long Voyages, 
as to the East Indies, and to the South Sea, having no 
harbour to friend, every disease proved mortall to their 
Voyage, and forced at lest a returne, that is, a miscarrying 
of the designe, if not of themselves: whereas, such a 
refuge as Virginia and Summer Ilands might either have 
recovered the Voyage intended, or refreshed and inabled 
them to make as good a purchase upon the enemy, making 
him to pay their charges, perhaps with more gaine then 
the first intents could have produced. Examples will 
make this more evident. 

And first to begin with the first of our great Dis­
coverers; Sir Sebastian Cabot, and Sir Thomas Pert, were 
set forth by King H enry the eis:ht (as before is mentioned) 
in a Voyage of American Discovery, a Ship of which 
Fleete comming from the coast of Brasil to Domingo 
(Oviedo mentions it in the Spanish stile, branding them 
with P iracy, yet laieth nothing to their charge but 
discovery and offer of trade, paying with Pewter dishes 
for what they tooke) was thence repelled Anno 1517. and 
obtained some provisions at Saint John, from whence in 
their returne to England, Oviedo thinkes they perished: 
at least the Voyage miscarried, as appeareth by Master 
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Thomes and Master Edens testimony thereof, for w;lnt of 
provisions. The like happened [0 Master Hares Voyage, MtlJtrr lIerl, 

described in Master I-lakluit Anno 1536. when want of 1536. 
victuals made them cate one another, and at last to steale 
:l. French Ship. in which they returned. 

Anno 1564- Sir John Hawkins having made a profit- Sir if. lIt1w_ 
able Voyage by sale of Tegros on the coast Townes of ij.,. I 56-t-. 
America, was driven to seeke rcliefe of the French (then 
planted in Florida, rooted thence not long after by Spani~h 
butchery) And in another Voyage 1567. incurred by 156;. 
perfidious treachery of the Spaniards, a most bment:J.ble 
disaster. He then sailed in the Jesus of Lubecke, having 
to his consorts, the Minion, the William and John, the 
Judith, the Angell and the Swallow. Having gotten 
Ne~ros in Guinnee and made his market in the Spanish 
Indies, he put in for reliefe at Saint John de Ulhua, 
\Vhiles his Fleete was there, the Spanish Fleete C3me 
thither with their new Viceroy, which he could easily 
have kept out of the harbour, but there being then no 
,Varres betwixt England and Spaine, certaine Articles 
were concluded betwixt them; from which the Viceroy 
perfidiously resulting, with close trechery (contrary to SPDllislt 
his faith plighted) assaulted the English with a st rong pufiJil. 
power on the sudden: the issue whereof was the firing, 
drowning, taking many of the English, whom they put 
also to execrable tortures. Onel}" tfle Minion and J udith 
of that whole Fleete escaped, if it be an escaping to avoide 
Scylla and rush on Charibdis. For they were so shaken 
in fight first, after with stormes, lastly and worst of all, 
with famine, that they were forced to expose a hundred 
and foureteene men to the mercy of cruell elements, 
crueller Savages, cruellest Spaniards, who exercised in the Sp'Jl/i~1t 
Inqui sition with bondage, IOlckes) whips, fires, famish- Cf"IU/fJl. 

ments, & plurima mortis imago, what the other had 
spared ; so that of a hundred and foureteene nOt above 
the odde faure , and those foure after Odysses of 
wandrings, and Iliades of miseries returned home from 
.the foure corners of the World. H ad Sir John H awkins 
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had a Virginian opportunity of refreshing, the first danger 
should not have needed, and the last had not proved 
worse then the first: that exposing beins- not F.me from 
the Virginian shoare, and the current fittmg to Clrry him 
thither. Sir Francis Drake was then Captaine of the 
Judith, and repaied that courtesie to the Spaniards after, 
who to shew the fesibility of such refreshing Anno 1585. 
having sacked Saint Iago, Domingo, Carthagena, and 
Saint Augustine, returned by Virginia to relieve the 
Colony there planted by Sir \V. Rafeigh. 

Anno 1591. Captaine George Raymund in the Pene­
lope, Captaine Foxcroft in the Merchant Royall, and 
Captaine La.ncaster in the Edward Bonadventure, set forth 
a Voyage intended for the East Indies. Their Company 
were so weakened with sicknesse, that the Viceadmirall 
was ~nc backe from Saldanha with sicke men. The 
AdmlraU \\-'as lost, the Rereadmirall returned, and for 
want of provi$ions put over from Saint Helena to 
Trinidad, in hope of reliefe. Yet being there dis­
appointed, they intended to get to Newtoundland, but 
being crossed with $rDrmes in the way, and forced backe 
to Port Ricco, the Ship was driven away and lost not far 
from Mona, whiles the famished Company were '1eeking 
refreshing (which how easily had a Bermuda or Virginia 
supplied, had an English plantation flourished there?) 
Sir James Lancaster and the rest being forced to return 
after much misery, in French Ships for France, and thence 
home. 

Anno 1596. the Beare, the Beares Whelpe, and the 
Benjamin, were set forth for China under the command 
of Captaine Benjamin Wood. Frier Joaon dos Santos 
mentions both the two former of Raymund and La.nca.ster, 
and two also of these seene on the C02st of Mozambique. 
Bartolome Leonardo de Argensola in his Booke, printed' 
:;t( Madrid 1609. hath published the Letter of the Chinese 
Visitor of Chincheo, in which he writeth to Don Pedro 
de Acunna, Governour of the Philippinas, that the King 
of China had done two Sangleys to death, for shewing 
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the treasures of America. I seeke the good and not the 
goods of England and Virginia. 1 follow the hand of 
God, which have given England so many rights in 
Virginia, right naturall, right narionall, right by first 
discovery, by accepted trade, by possession surrendred 
voluntarily, continued constantly, right by gift, by birth, 
by bargaine and sale, by cession, by forfeiture in that late 
damnable trechery and massacre, and the fatal possession 
taken by so many rnurthered English. Gods bounty 
before, his justice now hath given us Virginia, that we 
should so In judgement remember mercy, as to give 
Virginia againe to God, in Christian acknowledgement 
of his goodnesse and mercy, of his word and workes, and 
in Our owne more serious conversion to prepare that of 
Virginia. God goeth before us in making this designe 
honorable to Religion, to Humanity, to our Ancestors, 
to our KinS', to our Kingdome. God goeth before us, 
and hath given Virginia so rich a portion, to allure and 
assure our loves; in multiplying our people, and thereby 
our necessities enforcing a vent: in endowing Virginia 
with so large a jointure, so temperate, so commodious 
for the climate compared with other Countries, beyond 
other Countries in her own diversified Lands, Seas, 
Rivers; in so fertile a sayle, in so strong, sweete, stately, 
delicate Woods and Timbers, in her naturall hopes of 
,,vines, of Silkes, of the bodies of Natives servile and 
serviceable: in Drugges, Irons, and probability a150 of 
other Mines; in all materials for Shipping, and other 
buildings: God goeth before us in offering that meane 
to save that which wee seeke and spend in other (perhaps 
enemies) Countries; to breede up Marriners, to train up 
Souldiers, to exercise labourers, by transportation of 
English and Europ:ean creatures to plant another England 
in America, enriched with the best things of Europe; 
to give us Fish, Tobacco, and other present improvements 
as earnest of future better hopes; and that in these times, 
which have so manifold necessities thereof, in regard of 
monies, men, and trades decayed, in regard of neighbour 
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plantations, in the probabilities of :1 South-SC:l glory, 
and in the case of obtruded W3rrc, obtruding on us 
absolute necessity. and including and concluding every 
way so manifold use. God the Father, Sonne and holy 
Ghost, which goe before us in these things, if not in 
miraculous fire and cloudy pillars, (as when Israel went E:c. 13. 
to Canaan) yet in the light of reason, and right conse-
quence of arguments; come into us and fill us with the 
spirit of wisedome and understanding, the spirit of 
counsell and of fortitude, the spirit of knowledge, and the 
feare of the Lord (I may adde the spirit of unity and 
.counsell) that he may vouchsafe to 1foe with us, and we E1. ' I. 

with him, and after him [0 ' irginia, Amen, 
o Amen. Be thou the Alpha and 

Omega of Eng-lands P lantation 
in Vi rginia 0 GOD. 

T he end of the ninth Booke. 
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English Discoveries 
and Plantations in New England and New-Found­

land; with the Pacent and Voyages to New­
Scotland: Relations also of the Fleets 

se t forth by Queene El izabeth 
agai nst the Spaniards. 

THE TENTH BOOKE. 

Chap. I. 
A briefe Relation of the Discoverie and P lanta tion 

of New-England: and of sundry Acciden ts 
therein occurring. from the yeere of our Lord 
1607. to thi s prtsent 1622. Published by the 
President and Co un cell, and dedicated to the 
Princes H ighnesse here abbreviated. 

this Designe was first attempted, 
some of the present Company were 
therein chiefly interessed; who being 
carefull to have the same accomplished, 
did send to the discovery of those 
Northern parts a brave Gentleman, Cap. 
H enry ChalJons, with two of the Natives I. Co. 

of that T erritorie, the one called Maneday, the other Cholw,l. 
Assecomet. But his misfortunes did expose him to the 
power of certaine strangers, enemies to his proceedings, 
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so that by them) his Company were seized, the:: ships and 
goods confiscated, and that Yoyage wholly ovetthrowne. 

This (osse, and unfortunate beginning, did much nbate 
the rising courage of the first Adventurers; but immedi­
ately upon his departure, it pleased the Noble Lord Chiefe 
Justice. Sir John Popham Knight, to send out nnother 
shippe, wherein Captayne Thomas Hanam went Com­
mander, and Marune Prinm: of Bristow Master) with all 
necessary supplyes, for the seconding of Captayne Chnllolls 
and his people; who arriving at the pbce appointed, and 
not finding that Captayne there, nfter they had mnde some 
Discovene, and found the Coasts, Havens, !wd Hnrbours 
answerable to our desires. they returned. Upon whose 
Relation the Lord Chiefe Justice, nnd we all waxed so 
confident of the businesse, that the yeere following every 
man of any worth, tormedy interessed in it, was willing 
to joyne In the charge for the sending over II. competent 
number of people to lay the ground of IL hopcfull 
Plantation. 

H~reupon Capmine Popham, Capraine Rawl~y Gilbert, 
and others were sent aW;ly with two ships, and an hundred 
Landm~n, Ordnance, and other rrovisions necessary fot" 
chelr sustentation and defence; uneill other supply might 
be sent. (n the me:lne-whsle, before they could rc(urnc, 
it pleased God (0 take us from thiS worthy member, the 
Lord Chiefe Justice) whose sudden de:lth did 80 anonish 
the hearts of the most F.£t of the Adventurers, as some 
grew cold. and some did whoUy abandon the businesse. 
Yet Sir Francis Popham his Sonne, certaine of his private 
friends. and other of us, omitted not tbe next yecrc 
(holding on our first resolution) to joyne in sending forth 
a new ,upply, which was accordingly performed. 

But the ships uri"'iog there, did not onJy bring 
uncomfortable newes of the death of the Lord Chiefe 
Justice, together with the death of Sir John Gilbert, the 
elder Bcoth~ unto Captaine Rawley Gilbert, who at that 
time W"J.s President of that Couocell: But found that 
the old C3ptaine Popham was also dead; who was the 
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anely man (indeed) that died there that Winter, wherein 
they indured the greater ex tremities; for that, in the 
depth thereof, their Lodgings and stores were burnt, and 
they thereby wondrously distressed. 

This calamitie and evill newes, together with the 
resolution that Captaine Gilbert was forced to take for 
his owne returne (in that he was to succeed his Brother, 
in the Inheritance of his Lands in England) made the 
whole Company to resolve upon nothing but their rcrurne 
with the ships; and for that present to leave that Countrey 
againc, having in the time of their abode there (notwith­
standing the coldnesse of the season, and the small helpe 
they had) built a prettie Barke of their awnc, which served 
them to good purpose, as easing them in their returning. 

The arrivall of these people here in England, was a 
wonderfull discouragement to all the first undertakers, 
in so much as there was no more speech of setling any 
other P lantation in those parts for a long time after: 
only Sir Francis Popham having the ships and provision, 
which remayned of the Company, and supplying what 
was necessary for his purpose, sent divers times to the 
Coasts for Trade and fishing; of whose losse or gaines 
himselfe is best able to give account. 

Our people abandon ing the Plantation in this sort as 
you have heard; the Frenchmen immediately tooke the 
opportunitie to settle themselves within our limits; which 
beeing heard of by those of Virginia, that discreetly tooke 
to their consideration the inconveniences that might 
arise, by suffering them to harbour there, they dispatched 
Sir Samuel Argall, with Commission to displace them, 
which he performed with much discretion, judgement, 
valour, and dexteritie. For having seized their Fans, 
which they had built at Mount Mansell, Saint Croix, and 
POrt Reali, he carried away their Ordnance; he also 
surprised their Ship, Cattle, and other Provisions, which 
he transported to the Colonie in Virginia , to their great 
benefit. And hereby hee hath made a way for the present 
hopefull Plantation to be made in Nova Scotia, which 
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we nC:lre hi~ Majestic hllth lately ~r:lnted to Sir William 
Alexander Knight, One of his MaJcsties most H onor.tble 
Counccll of Ihc. Kingdome of $calland. to be held of 
thc Slid Crownc, :lnd that not without somc of OUT 

pfl\tltles. :as by approbacion under writing may and doth 
:appearc. Whereby it is manifest that wee are SO farre 
from making a Monopoly of 3,11 those Lands belonging 
to thtH Coast (35 hath beene sC3ndalously by some 
objected) that wee wish that many would undertake the 
like. 

tn this Interim there were of us who apprehended 
belter hopc~ of good that might ensue by this attempt, 
being thereunto pcrs-waded. borh by the Relalions of our 
people that h:ad Indured the many difficulties whereunto 
~uch actions are subjected, chieflr in the 'Winter Season; 
and likewise by the informations given them by certaine 
of the latives. that h;ad becne kept a long time in their 
hands; "'heret"ore we resolvcd once more to trie the 
,'critiC thereof, and to see if possibly we mi~ht finde 
some thing thac might induce a fresh resolution to 
rrosecute a W orke so pious and so honour.lble. And 
thereupon they disp:ttched Caprarn.: H obson, of the lie 
of Wight, together with CaptayneHerley. Master John 
Matthew, l\ lnster Sturton, with two Savages. the one 
c-aJled Epenow, the other M~nawet, with Commission and 
dirc<:tions fit for them to observe and follow, the better 
to bring to p:l.sse what was expected. But 3S in all 
hum:tllc affaires, there is nothing more certainc, then the. 
llllctrt:tintie thereof; so fell it out in this; for a little 
before 8uch time: (LS they :trrtved upon the Coast with the. 
forc<aid :;:tv:tges, who were N:l.tur.Js of those puts, it 
happened there hnd beenc one Hunt (a worthlesse fellow 
of our Nation, sct 01.11 by certaine Merchants for love 
of gaillc, who, nOt coment with thc commoditie he h:ad 
by thc fi sh, and pe:tcellble Trade he found :l.mong- the 
S:lvages, afler he had made his dispatch. and wns '[endy 
to sel suylc more Savage-like then they) seized upon the 
poore innocent creatures, thnt in confidence of his honestie 
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16°7-22. 
had puc themselves into his hands. And stowing them 
under H atches, to the number of twentie foure , carried 
them into the Straits, where he sought to sell them for 
slaves, and sold as many as he could get mony for . But 
when it was understood from whence they were brought, 
the Friers of those parts took the rest from them, and him 
kept them to be instructed in the Chri stian Faith; and tharitit . 

so disappointed this unworthy fellow of the hopes of 
gaine he conceived to make by this new and Devillish 
project. 

This being knowne by our two Savages, formerly WiduJ t}fim 
spoken of, they presently contracted such an hatred ~fwirildn{l. 
against our whole Nation, as they immediately studied 
how to be revenged; and contrived with their friends 
the best meanes to bring it to passe; but Manawet dying 
in a short time after the shippes arrivall there, and the 
other observing the good order, and strong guard our 
people kept, studied only how to free himse!fe out of our [ IV. x. 
hands, and thereupon laid the plot very orderly) and 18z9·] 
indeed effected his purpose) although with so great hazard 
to himselfe and friends, that laboured his rescue, that 
Captayne H obson and his whole Company imagined hee 
had beene slaine. And though in the recovery of his 
bodie they wounded the Master of our ship, and divers 
other of our Company, yet was not their Designe without 
the slaughter of some of their people) and the hurts of 
other, compassed, as appeared aftenvard. 

H ereupon Captaine H obson and his Company, COn­
ceiving the end of their attempt to bee frustrate , resolved 
without more adoe to returne, and so those hopes, that 
chaq~e and Voyage was lost also, for they brought home 
nothlOg but the newes of their evilJ successe of the 
unfortunate cause thereof, and of a Warte now new 
begun betweene the Inhabitants of those parts) and us. 
A miserable comfort for so weake meanes as were now 
left, to pursue the conclusion of so tedious an Enterprise. 

While this was a working, we found the meanes to 
send OUt Captaine John Smith from P! immouth, 1O a Cop.i.Smirk. 
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~hjp, together With Master Dermer, and divcn othcn 
with him, to l.1y the foun<btign of II nc. Plantation, and 
(0 try ,be fi5hinJl of thOlt COIlS'. and (0 lUke to Kttle a 
Tr.ade wnh the ~atJvu: BUf "uch wn his mafllthloc, 
lIS being IUI'Ct free of our a.ne. Coeur, he baJ bi, Milts 
!-haken O"·cr-boord by stormes and tempest". bas ship 
wondcrfuUy di"trC53C.d, and in that c:x;tetrullc flOrced to 
(orne b;aclcc againc; 10 "' the seuon of tbe yeen: befng 
almos, 'pent, wee were of ncccs5iw: enroreul to fU.C'1mh 
him with another "hip. lind. tllking out the proviuon o( 
the 6Z"'1, u'\p;&,chcJ him awOly IIpinc, who commlng to 
the height of the Wdlcrne Ibnd" w:lj clwed by" Frc.nch 
PIr:LtC. :lAd by him nude Prisoner, slthou~h .u, ship in 
thc night CSC3ped :lWilY, 2nd returned Wllh the lotse of 
much of her provi,ion. lind the overthrow of ,h20t Voy:tgc. 
to the nunc of that poore Gc.ndemJ.n c.ptaync Smith, 
who \nJ dctarned Prisonu by them, :anJ forced to suffer 
man extremIties, before he got frct'; of ttl! trouble ... 

otwnhstilnding these Di$1'1~crs. it plC"a.5CJ God JO to 
worke for our incour.&f.tement againc. ;1,5 he Sotnt mto our 
hand" Tuqu2ntum. onc of thote 5:lngu mat j~,rmt'r1, 
h:ad beenc betrayed by this unworthy Hunt before rumed. 
by wnc»e mdns there W3" hope conceived to worke .. 
pc:ace bctweenc us. 2nd hi, frien"h, thcy bf=elng the 
princip:aU lnh!l.bitanl' of thAt CcallC, where the 6re W':I, 

kindled. But this ~ ... agc T:r.squantum, being at t~t 
lime in the New·found-lilnd with Captatne M:uon. Gover­
nour there for the undcrcilkers of t~t Pbnflltion: l\bster 
{)J.rmer (who WAS thcre 1l1"O, lind 10rnclimes before 
Imployed a, wee nllvc s:.iJ by u~ '''Fether with Capl:arOC 
John Smith) found the m~nes to give uo; inttllitteru:c of 
him, Ilnd hil opinion of the ~ U!C: eh:u might bu 
tn:aue of hill Employment. with the rt.\dine se: of uployn(' 
MinOR, to furthc:r Illly of (lur Attempts that wily. c)"fftn 
with Uo.les or othc:r provj1ion ncc:cl.~arie, IlnJ ccllolvintt 
him.,clfe; 10 goo from rhtnt;:e:. IldVI~~1 U'I Ifl ,en,J ~m( to 
mectc with him t\t our u\uaU pbcc or fishin~: to a;tJt 
him ill hi' iudevour. thitt they joyning tOl.>'Cthc:r, mi,ht .,. 
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bee able to doe what he hoped would be very acceptable 
unto aU wei-wishers of that businesse. Upon this newes, 
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we dispatched the next season Cap. R OCfaft, with a Clip. Rom~ft· 
company for that purpose, in hope to have met with 
Captaine Darmer; hut the care and discretion of Cap. 
Mason was such, finding Captayne Darmers resolution 
to goe beyond his meanes, that he perswaded him first 
to go for England, that providing himselfe there, as was 
requisite, hee might proceed in time expedient, which 
counsell he observed (as fit it was) although our expecta-
tion of his joyning with Captaine Rocraft was thereby 
disappointed. Yet so it happened, that Captaine Rocraft 
at his arrivall in those pans, met with a French Barke 
that lay in a Creeke a fishing, and trading, which hee 
seized on, and sent home the Master and Company in Fmull uiuJ. 

the same ship which hee went out in. 
\iVith this B::trke and his owne Company, he meant to 

keepe the Coast that Winter quarter, being very well 
fitted both with Salt, and other necessaries for his turne : 
but as th is was an Act of extremitie (the poore man being 
of our owne Religion) so succeeded it accordingly. For 
in a short time after, certaine of this Captaynes Company, 
conspired together to cut his throate, and to make them-
selves Masters of the whole spoyle, and so to seeke a 
new Fortune where they could best make it. This 
Conspiracie being discovered to the Captayne, he let it CM//,i,.ad r. 

go on, till the ti me that it should have beene put in 
execution, when hee caught them in their owne traine, 
and so apprehended them in the very insta nt that they 
were purposed to begin their Massacre. 

But after hee had prevented the mischiefe, and seized 
upon the Malefactors, hee tooke to his consideration 
what was best to bee done with them. And being loth 
by himselfe to dispatch them as they deserved, hee 
resolved to put them a shoare, thinking by their hazard, 
that it was possible they might discover somethi ng, that 
might adva nce the publike; and so giving them some 
Armes fo r thei r defence, and some victuall for their 
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sustentation, untill they knew better how to provide for 
themselves, hee left them a place called Sawaguatock, 
where they remayned not long, but got from thence to 
Menehighon, an IIand lying some three leagues in the 
Sea, and fiJteene leagues from that place, where they 
remayned all that Wmter, with bad lodging, and worse 
fare, yet came all safe home save one sickely m:m, which 
dyed there, the rest returned with the Shippe wee sent 
for Rocrafts supply and provision, to make a Fishing 
Voyage. 

After these fellowes were landed, the Captaine finding 
himselfe but weakely man'd, and his Ship to draw too 
much water to Coast those places, that by his instructions 
hee was assigned to discover, hee resolved to goe for 
Virginia, where he had lived a long time before, and had 
(as hee conceived) many friends, that would helpc him 
with some things that hee had occasion to use. Arriving 
there, he was not deceived of his expectation ; for Sir 
Samuel Argall being their Governour, and one that 
respected him much for his owne sake was the readier 
to helpe him, in regard of the good hee wished to the 
businesse wherein he was imployed. 

Bu t all this could not prevaile, for after that Si r Samuel 
Argall came from thence (his derrture, being more 
sudden then was expected) it fel out that tile new 
Governou. entred the Harbour : and finding Rocraft 
ready to bee gone, sent to him to command him to come 
aboord to speake with him, which hee re:adily obeyed, as 
soone as hee could fit his boat and men for that purpose. 
And so leaving his Barke with her STeat Anker at hod, 
and taking with him the halfe of his comp:tny, he was 
forced to stay aboard the new Governors Ship that night. 
In the mone while a storme a;ising, our Barke wanting 
h:lnds to doe their labour, drove a shoare, and there 
sunke. But yet the Governour and Captaine so laboured 
the next day, when they knew thereof, as that they freed 
her againe, but that occasion forced our Captain to stay 
so long in the Countrey to fit himselfe a new, as in the 
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interim a quarrel! fell out betweene him and another of 
that place; so as Recraft was slaine, and the Barke sunke 
the second time, and finally disabled from yedding us 
any benefit to this present. 

But we not knowing this disaster, and Captain Darmer 
arriving with his Savage out of New-found land, dis­
patched him away the next season, in a Ship wee sent 
againe for the fishing businesse, and assigned him a 
company to jayne witn Rocraft and his people. Captain 
Dafmer arriving there, and not finding Rocraft, was a 
little perplexed, and in doubt what to doe: ret hearing 
by those Mutiners which hC'c found there, that hee was 
gone for Virgillla; he was hopeful! of his relurne; and 
Jived in that expectation, till such time as he heard (by 
a Ship that came from thence to fish for the ColollY) the 
confusion of his fortune. and the end of his miser), In 
this world . Then hee determined to take the Pinnace. 
that the )'eere before was assigned to Rocraft, for him to 
make the Trade "lth, and with her to proceed on his 
designe, and so embarked himselfe and his prOVision and 
company in her. And leaving the Fi sher·men to theIr 
labour, he coasted the shoare from thence, searching even 
H arbour, and compassing every Cape.land, till hee arrived 
in Virginia; where hee was in hope to meet with some 
of therro\'ision, or compan), of Rocraft, to help to suppl}' 
him 0 what hee wanted; as also to lay a Decke upon 
his Pinnace, that before had not an}" and now was taught 
by experience the necessitie of having that defect suprli~d. 

But those hopes failed him (all beIng before that time 
ruined and dispersed) so farre, as he saw it in nine to 
hope fo r helpe by that meanes, and therefore attempted 
to make the best of what hee had of his owne. And 
going to set his men a worke, they all in few dares after 
thei r arrivall, fell sicke of a disease which hapned at that 
l ime in the Countrer, so as now he was not ondy forced 
to be without hope of their helping of him, but must 
labour himselfe 1J1 hee could to atlend and sustaine them; 
but so God fa"oured him, that they recovered , and in 
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time convenient he dispatched his businesse there, and 
put himselfc to Sea againe, resolving to accomplish in 
his journey backe to New-England, what in his last 
Discovery he had omitted. In his passage he met with 
certaine Hollanders, who had a trade in Hudsons River 
some yeeres before that time, with whom he had 
conference about the state of that coast, and their pro­
ceedings with those people: whose answere gave him 
good content. Hee betooke himselfe to the following of 
hi s businesse, discovering many goodly Rivers, and 
exceeding pleasant and fruitfull Coasts and Hands, for 
the space of eightie leagues from East to Wes!J for so 
that Coast doth range along. from Hudsons River to 
Cape James. 

Now after wee had found by Captaine Rocrafts relation 
made the yeere before, the hopes hee conceived of the 
benefits that Coast would afford, towards the upholding 
of the charge for setling our Plantation, by reason of 
the commodities arising by Fishing and Furres, if a course 
might bee taken for tne managing of that businesse, as 
was fit for such a designe; as well as for the advancement 
of the publike good of our whole Nation, and satisfaction 
of every well disposed person that had a will to be 
interressed therein. It was held to be most convenient 
to strengthen our selves by a new Grant to bee obtained 
from his Royal Majesty: the rather, finding that those of 
Virginia had by two severall Patents seded their bounds, 
and excluded all from intermedling with them that were 
not free of their Company; and had wholly altered the 
forme of their Government, from the 6rst ground layed 
for the managing the affaires of both Colonies, leaving 
us as desperate, and our businesse as abandoned. These 
considerations (as is said) together with the necessitie of 
sctling our affaires, bounds and limits, distinct from theirs, 
made us resolve to petition his Majestie for the renewing 
of our Grant. By which time the rumour of our hopes 
was so publikely spread abroad, and the commodities of 
the Fish and Trade so looked into, as it was desired that 
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so cnded this worthy Gentleman his dayes, after he had 
remained in the discovery of that Coast two yeeres, giving 
us good content in all hee undertooke; and after hee 
had made the peace betweene us and the Savages, that 
so much abhorred our Nation for the wrongs done them 
by others, as you have heard: but the fruit of his labour 
in that behaife wce as yet receive to our great commoditie, 
who have a peaceable Plantation at thIs present among 
them, where our people both prosper and live in good 
liking, and assurednesse of their ncighbours, that had 
beene formerly so much exasperated against us, as will 
more at large appeare hereafter. 

But having passed all these storms abroad, and under­
gone so many home-bred oppositions, and freed our 
Patent, which wee were by order of State assigned to 
renew, for the amendment of some defects therein 
contained, wee were assured of this ground more boldly 
to procecd on than before; and therefore wee tooke 
first to consideration, how to raise the meanes to advance 
the Plantation. In the examination thereof, two wayes 
did first offer themselves: The one was the voluntary 
contribution of the Patentees; The other, by an easie 
ransoming of the freedomes of those that had a will to 
partake only of the present profits arising by the Trade 
and Fishing upon the Coast. The first was to proceed 
from those Noble-men, and others that were Patentees, 
and they agreed by order among themselves to disburse 
a hundred pounds a piece, for the advancement of such 
necessary businesse as they had in hand. The second 
was to bee accompli shed by setling such liberties and 
orders in the vVesternc Citics and Towncs, as might 
induce every reasonable man, in, and about them, 
affectin~ the publike good, or a regular proceeding in 
thc bus]nesse of Tradc, to embrace an uniformitie, and 
to joyne a communi tie or joynt stock together, &c. 
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BUr this Countrey, what by the generall and particular 
situation is so temperate, as it sccfficth to hold the 

golden meanc, and indeed is most agreeable to the nature 
of our owne, which is made manifest by experience, the 
most infallible praofe of all assertions; insomuch as OUf 

people that are setled, enjoy their life and health much 
more happily then in other places; which can be imputed 
to no other cause, then to the temperature of the Climate: 
Now as the Clime is found to be so temperate, so delicate 
and healthfull, both by reason and experience; such is 
the soile also, some parts thereof reelding wonderfull 
increase, both of Corne, the Natives have most use of; 
as also of our awne, of all sorts: with infinite varietie 
of nourishing Rootes, and other H earbs and Fruits 
common among them, but rare with us. Besides, the 
Coast doth :lbound with most convenient H avens and 
Harbors, full of singular Ilands fit for Plantation; 
replenished with Plants and \ .vood of all sorts; as Oake, 
Cedars, Spruce, Fir, Pyne, Walnut, Chestnut, Elme, 
Sassafras, P lum-trees, and Calamus Aromaticus, &c. 

The people are tractable (if they be not abused) to 
commerce and T rade withall, and as yet have good respect 
of us. The Seas are stored with all kindes of excellent 
Fish, and in many places upon the Coast, fit to make 
Salt in. The Countrey aboundeth with diversitie of 
wilde Fowle, as Turkies, Partridges, Swans, Cranes, wild 
Geese of al sorts, wild D ucks of three sorts, many Doves, 
especially when Strawberries are ripe. 

T here are severall sorts of Deere in those parts, and 
some that bring forth two, three, and foure young at 
once, which is a manifest proofe of the fertilitie of the 
Soile, or temper of the Clime, or both together. There 
is also a certaine Beast, that the Natives call a Mosse, 
hee is as big bodied as an Oxe, headed li ke a fallow 
Deere, with a broad Pal me, which hee mues every yeere, 
as doth the D eere, and neck like a Red Deere, with a 
short Mane running downe along the Ranes of his back, 
his hai re long li ke an Elke, but esteemed to be better 
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ehen that for Sadlers use, he hath likewise a great bunch 
hanging downe under his throae, and is of the colour 
of our blacker sort of fallow Deere, his le~s are long, and 
his feet as big as the feet of our Oxen, his taile is ranger 
then the Single of a Deere, and reacheth almost downe 
to his Huxens, his skinne maketh very good Buffe, and 
his flesh is excellent good food, which the Natives use 
to Jerkin and keepe all the yeere to serve their turne, 
and so proves very serviceable for their use. There have 
beene many of them seene in a great Iland upon the 
Coast, called by our people Mount Mansell, whither the 
Savages goe at certaine seasons to hunt them; the manner 
whereof is by ma~ing of severall fires, and setting the 
Countrey with people, to force them into the Sea, to 
which they are naturally addicted, and then there are 
others that attend them in their Boates with Bowes and 
weapons of severall kindes, wherewith they slay and take 
at their pleasure. And there is hope that this kind of 
Beasts may be made serviceable ~or ordinary labour, with 
Art and Industry. 

The knowne Commodities of that Countrey are Fish 
of severall sorts, rich Furres, as Beavers, Otters, Martins, 
blacke Fox, Sables, &c. There are likewise plentie of 
Vines, of three kinds, and those pleasant to the taste, 
yet some better thcll other. There is Hempe, Flax, 
Silk grasse, severall veines of Ironstone, commodities to 
make Pitch, Rosen, Tarre; Deale-boards of all sorts, 
Spars, Masts, for Ships of all burdens; in a word, there 
comes no commoditie out of France, Germany, or the 
Sound, but may be had there with reasonable labour and 
industry. 

Furthcr, wee have setled at this present severall 
Plantations along the Coast, and have granted Patents 
to many more that are in preparation to bee gone with 
all conveniencie. Those of our people that are there 
have both health and plenty, so as they acknowledge there 
is no want of any thing, but of industrious people, to 
reape the commodities tFiat are there to be had, and they 
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are indeed so much affected to the place, as they are loth 
to bee drawllC from thence, although they were directed 
[0 rcturne to give satisfaction to those that sent them, 
but chose rather to performe that office by Letters, 
together with there excuse for breach of thei r duty in 
that behalfe. And thus you see there is no labour well 
imployed, but hath his reward at one time or other. 
These incouragcments have imboldned us to proceed to 
the ingaging of our selves for the building of some Ships 
of good burden, and extraordinary mould, to lie upon 
the Coast for the defence of Merchants and Fishermen 
that arc imployed there, as also to Waft the Fleets, as 
they goe to and from their Markets: and wee purpose 
from henceforth to build our shipping there, where welt 
find all commodities fit for that service) together with 
the most opportune places that can bee desired. 

Lastly, finding that we have so far forth prevailed, as 
to wind our selves into fumi liaritie with the Natives 
(which are in no great number) along the Coast, for two 
hundred Leagues together, wee have now dispatched some 
of our people of purpose, to dyve into the bowels of the 
Continent, there to search and finde out what Port, or 
Place, is most convenient to settle our mayne Plantation 
in, where wee meane to make the Residencie of our State 
and Government, as also to bee assured what other com­
modities may bee r:l.ysed for the publike, and private 
benefit of those that are dealers in that businesse, and 
willing to bee imeressed in any the Lands there: Whither 
is gone this yeere already, for Trade and Fishing onely, 
thirtie Saile of the better sort of Ships belonging to the 
\Vesterne parts, besides those who are gone for transpor­
tation of the Planters, or supply of such as are already 
planted, whose returne (as is supposed) will amount (at 
the least) to thirty thousand pound, the greater part 
whereof comes home in Bullion. And therefore as 
touching the third happinesse of these parts, which is 
the Sea, there needeth no other greater commendation, 
then this benefit of Fishing assured \lnto us hy common 
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Experience; although it affords many other hopes, both 
in regard of the facllitie of the Navigation, the boldnesse 
of the Coast, the conveniencie of Roades, Havens and 
Harbors, for performance of all manner of imployments; 
yet is there also found Showes of Pearle, Ambergreece, 
great numbers of Whales, and other merchantable meanes 
to raise profit to the industrious Inhabitants or diligent 
Traders. 

Chap. I I. 
The Voyage of M. Henry Challons intended for 

the North Plantation of Virginia, 1606. taken 
by the way, and ill used by Spaniards: written 
by J ohn Stoneman Pilot . 

Tuesday the twelfth of August, 1606. 
M. Henry Challons Gentleman set forth 
from Plimouth, in OUt small Ship of the 
butt hen of fiftie five Tunnes or there­
about, called the Richard of Plimouth. 
Wherein went twentie nine Englishmen, 
and two of the five Savages (whose names 

were Mannido and Assacomoit) which were brought into 
England the yeere before out of the North parts of 
Virginia, from our goodly River by him thrice discovered, 
called in the Latitude of 43. degrees, 20. minutes 
were imployed for a farther discovery of these Coasts: 
And if any good occasion were offered, to leave as many 
men as wee could spare in the Country. Being victualled 
for cleven or twelve moneths, at the char&"es of the 
Honourable Sir John Popham Knight, Lord chlefe Justice: 
of England, Sir Fardinando Gorges Knight, Captaine ot 
the Fort of Plimouth, together With divers other worship­
fuIl Kn ights, Gentlemen and Merchants of the West 
Countrye: John Stoneman of Plimouth being Pilot, who 
had beenc in the foresaid parts of Virginia the yeere 
before, with George Waymouth: The Masters name was 
Nicholas Hine of Cockington, neere Dartmouth; 
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The last day of August wee fell with the lie of Madera, 
where we watered and refreshed our selves, and stayed 
three dares, being very kindly used by the Inhabitants. 
T he third day of September wec departed from thencc, 
passing betweene Gomora and Palma, two of the Canary 
IJes, and from thence were driven by contrary winds, to 
take a more Southerly course then we intended, and so 
spent more thcn sixe weekes before wee could recover 
any of the Ant-Iles. The first that wee could recover, 
was the lie of Saint Lucia, in the Latitude of 14- degrees, 
1.0. minutes, where we refreshed our selves with 'Vood 
and Water. And saw certaine of the Savages there, 
about fortie or fiftie, orne unto us at our Ship in one 
of their Callnoas, bringing unto us Tobacco, Potatos, 
Plantins, and Cassavi Bread, the which Savages had slaine 
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H aving stayed heare three dares, about the two and pag. 12;5. 
twentieth of October we departed thence to the North­
ward. And in passing by the lie of Dominica, wee 
chanced to see a white Flag put forth on the shoare, 
whereat marvelling, wee supposed that some Christians 
had sustained shipwrack their. And forthwith a Cannoa 
came off from the shoare towards us, which when they 
came neere, being very little wind, we byed our Ship 
by the lee and stayed for them a little, and when they 
were come within a little distance of the Ship, wee per­
ceived in the Cannoa a Friar, who cried aloud in the 
Latine tongue, saying, r beseech, as you are Christi ans, 
for Christ his sake to shew some mercy and compassion 
on mee, T am a P reacher of the Word of God, a Friar 
of the Order of Franciscus in Sivill, by name Friar 
Blasius. And that hee had beene there sixteene moneths 
a Slave unto those Savages; and that other two Friars 
which were of his company they had murthered and 
throwne into the Sea. We demanded of him then, how 
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he gOt so much favour to preserve his life, his Brethren 
being murthered: lIce answered, because hee djd ,hew 
the Sllvages how to fit them Sayles for their Cannoa" and 
SO to e:l!iC them of much labour often in rowing, which 
gready pleased the Sav:ages as appeared, for wee 53W them 
to use sayles in their Cannoas. which hath not beene 
seene before. 

Then we dem:lnded of him where they h:ld this Linnen 
Cloth to make those Sayles: hee answered, That about 
twO yctres before that, three Gallions comming to the 
We~t Indies were cast away on the lie of Gwad:t1op:l. 
where abundance of Linnell Cloth and other Merchandise 
w;as cast on shoare. \Ve dem:Lnded farther, what was 
the cause of his being in this place, and how he came 
thither: he ans9.'ered, That the King of Sp2ine did every 
feere, send out of ever)' great Monastery cenaine Friars 
into the remote parts of the Indies, both to seeke to 
convert the S:w:lges, as :llso to secke out what benefits 
or commodities might be had in those parIS. and :lIsa of 
what force the Savages were of, and what number of 
them were in the seven Ant-lies, \'i2. S..int Vincent 
Crnnado, Saint Lucia, Matt:dina, Dominica, Gwadalopa, 
Aisey. The which the said Friar Blase us said he had 
diligently noted and observed, and did ho~ to make 
pedect relation of such great benefits and riches 1S was 
10 be dn.wne from thence, as he doubted not but would 
bee greatly accepted of his King, jf hee might live to 
return e to declare it; For, s..id hee, I h:lve seene jn one 
River distending from Ihe Mountrunes in the fle of 
Dominio, the Sand to glitter like Gold or find Copper, 
whereupon I tooke some of it, and chewed it betweene 
my leeth, nnd found it perfect Mctlnll, the S:lvages noting 
me, beg:tn to have some je:dousie of me, so as I durst 
not take :lny further notice of it, neither wouJd they suffer 
him forward to come nccre to Ihat pbce. And fJrther 
hee said, That if the great plentie of divers Fruits and 
Roots fit for mans sustenance we.re perfectly knowne, 
together with the Sugar-canes thnt they hnve in those 
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Iles, and the fertilitie of the soyle he thought it would 
be very shortly inhabited; and as for the number of 
Savages there, as oeere as we could understand, was scarce 
one thousand of all sorts of men, women, and children 
in all the said seven lies. 

Now, being moved with pittie at the lamentable com­
plaint, and humble suit of this distressed Friar, wee tooke 
him into our Ship, and sent away the Savages much 
discontented. And from thence wec sayled to the lie of 
Saint John De-port-rico, where on the nine and twentieth 
of October, wce arrived on the Southside, and forthwith 
sent the Friar on shoare, and delivered him to two H earrls­
men, which most thankfully received him, and of their 
courtesie brought us a rat Cow, and preferred us more 
with H ogs, Calves, or any thing else that they could 
procure us in recompence of the good deed done to the 
Friar, 

Wee departed from thence, and sayled out betweene 
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the lies of Saint John De-portrieo, and Hispaniola (Iv. x. 
standing away to the Northward. And leaving the great ISH·] 
shoalds called Abrioio, on our Larboard side, being in 
the L atitude of 2I. and 22. degrees, from thence West-
ward, our course North North-west, and North-west and 
by North, untill wee were in the Latitude of 27. degrees 
or better, and about one hundred and eightie leagues from 
Saint J ohn de Port Rico. 

In this place having had :l very great storme of Wind 
and Raine continuing fiftie sixe houres and more before 
on the tenth day of November, about ten of the clocke 
in the morning, suddenly we found our selves in the 
middest of a Fleet of eight Sayle of ships in a very thicke Thy oy 
fogge of mist and raine, so as we could not see them unhaPlY hap 

b ~c h d "h" h f c jllll amQng" Clore t ey were very neere, an Wit In S at a [nem, Span;'h ,lti/,I. 
wherein three of them were on the wind-ward of us, on 
a third and fourth more to lee-ward: those at the wind-
ward came rome unto us, and shot at us, requiring us 
to speake with their Admirall. When we saw that by 
no meanes we could avoid them, but that they would 
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speake with us, we put abroad our Colours, and went 
toward the Admirall, before wee came unto him, he 
likewise strooke downe our Sayle, and came under his 
lee, demanding his pleasure: the other ship which first 
shot us, all our Sayles being downe, and shot our mayne 
Sayle in pieces lying on the Decke. 

And forthwith the Admirall came on boord of us, with 
two and twentie men in their ships Boate with Rapiers, 
Swords, and halfe-pikes. We being all in peace stood 
readie to entertayne them in peace. But assoone as they 
were entred OD board of us, they did most cruelly bene 
us all, and wounded two of our Company in the heads 
with their Swords, not sparing oW' Captayne nor any. 
Also they wounded Assacomoit, one of the Savages afore­
said, most cruelly in severall places in the bodie, and 
thrust quite through the arme, the poore creature creeping 
under a Cabbin for feare of their rigour: and as they 
thrust at him, wounding him, he cried stilL King James, 
King James, King James his ship, King James his ship. 
Thus having beaten us all downe under the Deckes, 
presently they beat us up againe, and thrust us over-boord 
into their Boate, and so sent us on board of the Admirall 
ship. Neither would they suffer any of us to speake a 
word, to shew the cause of our passing the Seas in these 
parts. Neyther regarded they any thing, our Commission 
which the Captayne held forth unto them in his hand: 
untill that the Admirall with the Company of foure other 
of the sh ips, had rifled, spoyled, and delivered all the 
Merchandize and goods of the ship among them: which 
beeing done, they also divided us beeing thirtie persons 
in all into the said five ships, by seven, six, five, and 
foure to a ship. 

Three of the former eight Sayle made Sayle away, and 
never came neere us, neither were partakers of our spoyle. 
Then they also repayred our Maine Sayle which was 
torne with the shot aforesaid, and put their men into her. 
And after because they could not make her to sayle well, 
they tooke two of our men, and put into her to helpe 
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them, the other five ships and OUf ship kept company 
two or three dares together. After this they separated 
themselves either from other, not through any tempest 
or storme, but through wilfull negligence or simple 
Ignorance, by shaping contrary courses the one from the 
other. So as not two of them kept company together. 
My selfe and sixe more of OUf company in the Vice­
Admirall (of the burthell of one hundred and eightie 
tunnes; called the P eter of Sivill, the Captarnes name 
was Andreas Barbear) beeing alone, and having lost the 
company of the Fleet, continued OUf course untill the 
middle of December: at which time being about twentie 
leagues off from the lie of Santa Maria, Olle of the Jles 
of the Azores, the Vice-Admiral and the whole company 
disliking the great Ignorance of the Pilot, because he had 
told them ten dares before that he was very neere the 
Ilands, and had waited all this time, and cotlld find any 
of them, entreated me very earnestly to shew my skill. 
And the P ilot himselfe brought mee his Instruments, and 
besought mee most earnestly to assist him, and to appease 
the company. Whereunto by there much importunitie 
I yeelded. And by Gods assistance on Christmasse Eeve, 
after our E nglish account, I brought them safe to the 
Barre of Saint L ucas, being the first ship of the whole 
F leet that arrived there. 

One of the ships of this Fleet, by the great Ig norance 
of the Spanish M asters, P ilots, and M ariners was driven 
beyond all the Coast of Spaine, into Burdeaux in 
Gascoyne, In which shippe the Officers of the Admiraltie 
of France, finding foure of our Englishmen prisoners 
under the D eckes in hold; to wit, Master Daniell T ucker, 
who was our Cape Merchant, Pierce Gliddon and twO 
others, did very friendly set them at libertie; and the 
said Daniel T ucker rresently arrested the Spanish ship 
and goods beeing 0 great value, which of long time 
Temayneth under arrest. 

T he good D uke of Medina hearing of the arrivall of 
<:crtaine English prisoners taken here, the Coast of the 
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West Indies, sent command to the Captaynes of the 
Spanish ships, to bring foure of the chiefest to be brought 
before him. Whereupon my selfe, Master Thomas Saint 
John, John Walrond our Steward, and William Stone 
our Carpenter were brought before him. The ship 
wherein Master Challons was, was not yet come. 

Master David Nevill an Englishman dwelling in Saint 
Lucas, was appointed our Interpretor. And then the 
Duke required me upon my oath to yeeld a true and 
faithfull answere, according to the whole state and manner 
of our Voyage and proceedings, which I did, according 
to the former Relation afore written, whereupon his 
Excellencie replyed unto the Spanish Capraynes which 
had brought us, saying, if this bee true which this 
Englishman affirmeth, you have greatly wronged these 
men. And so commanded them to provide meate, drinke, 
and fit lodging for us, and to bring us againe the next 
day before him. They sent us neverthefesse to Sivill, 
where wee were brought to a Dutchmans house, called 
Signior Petro, where we were reasonably lodged, and 
entertayned that night. 

The next morning being New yeeres day we were 
brought before the President of Sivill, at the Contracta­
tion, who hearing of our comming, and not vouchsafing 
to speake with us, sent foure Officers to us, and cast us 
into Prison. "Vhere for the space of five dayes wee had 
publike allowance, but such as poore men which were 
there Prisoners, also did of their mereie bestow on us. 
At length after mnny humble Sutes, . and earnest Petitions 
exhibited to the President, we had a RiaJI of Plate allowed 
to each man a day, which is sixe pence English, which 
by reason of the dearth of all sorts of victual I in those 
parts, will not goe so far as three pence in England. 

And so at severall times, within one moneth after eleven 
more of our Company were committed to Prison, as they 
came home, whereof our Captaine was one. Notwith­
standing that the good Duke of Medina had discharged 
both him and all those of his Company, which came into. 
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Spaine with hun, and willed him to goe home to the 
Court of England, or to the Court of Spaine where he 
thought to have best reliefe for his poore imprisoned 
Company, \\'hereupon Nicholas H ille our Master, and 
twO more of our men wisely foreseeing what was like to 
bee the Issue, made haste away out ot the Citie, and so 
got passage and escaped into England, 

Before the comming of our Captaine to Sivill, my 
sclfe and elevcn more of my Company were examined 
before the President of the Contractation: who finding no 
just cause of offence in us, did often earnestly examine 
me of the manner and situation of the COllntrie of 
Virginia, together with the Commodities and benefit 
thereof. And after the comming of our Captaine, they 
likewise examined him to the same purpose, \\'e 
answered both to one purpose, according to our Com­
mission in writing, which the Spaniards at our raking 
at Sea, had preserved and delivered up unto the hands 
of the P resident. \\'ithin few dayes after, rhey gave our 
Captaine and Master Thomas Saint John, libertie of 
mayne Prison, upon the securitie of twO English 
M erchants, which were Master \\lilliam Rapier, and 
Master John Peckcford, whereof the latcr is dwelling 
and maried in 5ivil!. The rest of the Company bcing 
one and twentie in Prison, continued still in miserable 
estate. And abOUT two moneths after, Robert Cooke of liard IttdrltJ 
London one of our Company fell sick of a Fluxe, whereof $!anllml. 

he languished three moneths and more, and by no 1lleanes 
that wee could nllke, could get him forth to bce cured. 
although wee spent more then sixtie Rials in Supplicaves 
and Sures to get him out. At length being dead, they 
caused his bod1e to bee drawne up and downc the Prison Crudl 
by the heelcs, naked, in most contemptible manner, crying, If'lf1/a1/irit. 

Behold rhe Lutheran, as five others of our Company 
bceing then in P rison beheld: and so laid him under 
the Conduit, and powred water into his dead bodie. This 
done, the}' cu t off his Eares, Nose and Members, as the 
Spaniards themselves confessed unto us, and so conveyed 
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his bodie wee could never leame whether, although we 
pl'Offered them money to have his dead corps to burie it. 

Shortly after Nathaniel Humfrie our Boatswaine was 
s.tabbed into the belly with a Knife by a Spaniard, which 
was a slave in the Prison, and fourteene dayes after dyed, 
who beeing dead I went unto the Keeper of the Prison, 
desiring to buy his dead bodie to burie it, and so for 
twenty Rials I bought his bodie, and buried it in the field. 
Then we besought the President for Justice on this slave 
which had slaine OUI' Boatswaine: he demanded what we 
would have of the slave. And we requested, that as he 
had slaine an honest and worthy man of ours causelesse, 
that hee might die for it according to the Law. The 
President answered no, but if we would have him con­
demned for two or three yeares more to the Gallies he 
should. For said hee, The King of Spaine will not give 
the life of the worst Slave that he hath, for the best 
Subject the King of England hath, and so sent us away 
with this answere. Whereupon being out of all hope of 
Justice with the President, we repaired unto the Regent 
being an Ecclesiasticall man, one of the chief est Judges 
of the Citie, desiring likewise JustiCe on the Muctherer 
aforesaid: who in kind tearmes promised us Justice, and 
so willed us to retaine counsell and Attumies to prosecute 
our Sure; which wee did accordingly, and so after two 
moneths Sure, and the cost of more then two hundred 
Rials on Lawyers, Scribes and other Officers at length 
we had him hanged by the favour of the Regent, which 
otherwise we had never obtained. 

And now I may not omit to shew how I got the libertie 
to have the scope of the Citie for my Race to come, 
and go. Having beene three moneths in close Prison 
with our poore company as aforesaid. At len~th I got 
the favour of two Englishmen inhabiting in SiVlll named 
Constantine Colli ns, and Henry Roberts who did ingage 
themselves for me . The Spaniards were very desirous 
to have me to serve their State, and proffered me great 
wages, which I refused to doe, affirming, that this 
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imployment which I had in hand, was not yet ended 
untill which time I would not determine any. 

Then the Alcadie major of the Contractation H ouse 
and divers others Merchants perswaded me to make them 
some descriptions and Maps of the Coast and parts of 
Virginia, which I also refused to doe. They being 
discontent with me, sent mee againe to Prison, where 1 
continued two and twcntie dares, and then I making 
meanes unto my good friends borrowed money, and so 
gave divers bribes unto the keepers of the Prison, where­
upon they gave mec libertie to goe abroad againe into the 
Citie at my pleasure. And wayting every day for some 
order from the Court of Spaine of our discharge, there 
came none but delayes and prolonging of our troubles 
and miseries. So as we began almost to despaire of 
libertie. 

At length an honest Dutch Merchant dwelling in Sivill, 
named Hanse Eloyse, sent unto mee to speake with me, 
which when I came unto him, signified unto me what he 
had learned of one of the Judges of the Contractation : 
who told him as he reported unto me, that the Spaniards 
had a great hate unto me above all others, because they 
understood that I had beene a former Discoverer in 
Virginia, at the bringing into England of those Savages; 
and that they thought it was by my instigation to perswade 
our State to inhabit those parts. And because they had 
received so small knowledge of those parts by my con­
fession: and that they could not perswade mee to serve 
that State, neither would make them any note draught, 
or descriptions of the Countrie. They resolved to bring 
to the Racke and torment me, whereby to draw some 
further knowledge by confession from me, before any 
discharge might come for us. The which this honest 
Merchant considering, and the Innocencie of our case, 
gave me to understand. And wished mee rather to flie 
and preserve my selfe, then to stand to their mercie on 
the Racke, I hearing this the next morning, being the 
three and twentieth of October, suddenly fled from SiviJl, 
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and with me Master T homas Saint John aforesaid, and 
one other of our Company named James Stoneman my 
Brother, whom through great cost and charges bestowed 
on the Keepers of the P rison a little before I had got 
forth to bee cu red of a Callenture. T hus wee fled from 
Sivill, leaving Master H enry Challons our Captaine at 
libertie upon sureties, and sixteene more of our Company 
in close Prison. 

From thence on the five and twentieth of October, 
wee came to a Mount in the Cundado, where finding no 
passage by any shipping into England, France or Flanders. 
Wee travelled through Algarvie, to the P ort of Setunall, 
and finding no passage there, wee travelled to Lisbone in 
Portugal!. Where wee arrived the one and thirtieth of 
October, and there found ships readie bound to goe to 
England, but the wind was contrary for fourteene dayes. 

At the time of our abode at Lisbone, wee understood 
that three Carrickes were come from the East Indies: 
whereof one was arrived safely at L isbone tenne dayes 
before our comming thither. Another was driven to lee­
ward, and put in Veego, as wee heard. The third 
Carracke beeing at the lIe of Tercera, was so leake that 
they could not bring her home into Portugall, but 
unloaded her into three of the King of Spaines great 
Armadoes, to bring the goods more safely to Lisbone. 
Which Ships at their comming before the mouth of the 
River of Lisbone in the night within three dayes after 

ThrttfhipJ my comming thither, were all cast away on certaine 
CIlJf 1l(IlIlJ. shoaldes there called Oscachopos, or as wee commonly 

call them the Catchops, where of nine hundred men, as 
the Porcugalls reported, but only thirtie seven were saved, 
and of the goods very little at all: because the said ships 
bei ng cast away on the ebbe, the goods were driven off 
into the Sea, the dead bodies of many that were drowned, 
I my selfe saw cast. on the shore with the sundry wrackes 
of the parts of the Ships Masts and Yards, with other 
wracke of Caske, Chists, and such like in great 
abundance. 
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The fourteenth day of November the winde being {aire, 
wee Tooke passa~e from Lisbone in a small Barke 
belonging to Bidlford, called the M arget, and on the 
foure and twentieth of the same we were landed at Saint 
h'es in Cornwall, and ITam thence I hasted to Plimmouth, 
where I shewed unto Sir Ferdinanda Gorges and divers 
others the Adventurers, the whole Discourse of our 
unhappie Voyage together with the miseries that wee had, 
and did indure under the Spaniards hands. And then 
hasted with all the speed 1 could toward the Court of 
England, where I was assured to my great comfort; that 
they either were alreadie, or very shortly should bee 
delivered. 

Before my departure from Sivill, should have 
remembred, that about Whitson tide last there were 
brought into the Prison of the Contractation there, twO 
young men brought out of the ,,,Test Indies, in one of 
the Kings Gallions, which were of Captaine John L egats 
company of Plimmouth, which departed out of England, 
about the latter end of July 1606. bound fo r the River 
of Amazons, as hee told me before hi s going forth, where 
hee had beene two yeeres before. And comming on the 
Coast of Brasill as those young men (the name of one 
of them is William Adams borne in Plumpton neere 
Plimmouth) reported unto mee whether falling to the 
leeward of the River of Amazons, or deceived by his 
Master they knew not. And not being able to rC'-over 
the said River, were constrayned to refresh in the '\'est 
I ndies, in which time there fell a great disorder betweene 
the said Captaine Legat and hiS company, so as one of 
his compan}', in a broyle within themselves aboard there 
ship, slue the said Captaine Legat, whether in his owne 
private quarreJl or with the consent of the rest of the 
Company, they could nOt tell mee. But this is the more 
to bee suspected for that he alwayes in former Voyages 
dealt very straitly with his company. After his death 
his company comming to the He of Pinos, on the South­
side of Cuba, to refresh themselves, being eighteene 
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persons were circumvented by the trecherie of the 
Spaniards, and were there betrayed, and taken Prisoners: 
and within foure dayes after, of cightcene persons, 
fourteene were hanged the other foure being youths were 
saved to serve the Spaniards, whereof, two of them, 
refusing to serve longer in there ships, were put into 
the Prison 3.t Sivill, the other two remayne still as slaves 
to the Spaniards. 

This I had the rather noted to the end that it may be 
the better considered what numbers of ships and men 
have gone out of England, since the conclusion of peace 
betweene England and Spaine, in the way of honest 
Trade and Traffique, and how many of them have 
miserably miscarried. Having beene slaine, drowned, 
hanged or pittifully captived, and thrust out of their 
ships and all their goods. 

REader, I had by me the Voyage of Captaine Thomas 
Hanham, (written by himselfe) unto Sagadahoc: also 

the written Journals of Master Raleigh Gilbert which 
stayed and fortified there in that unseasonable ,\Tinter 
(fit to freeze the heart of a Plantation) of James Davies, 
John Eliot, &c. but our voluminousnesse makes me afraid 
of offending nicer and queasier stomackes: for which 
cause I have omitted them, even after I had with great 
labour fitted them to the Presse: as I have also done a 
written large Tractate of Mawaushen, and the Voyage 
of Master Edward Harlie (one of the first Planters with 
Cap. Popham) and Nicholas H obson to those parts 161 f. 
with divers Letters from Cap. P opham and others. You 
must observe, that it was in those times called by the 
name of Virginia, and the Northerne Plantation or 
Colonie. But Captaine Smith (a man which hath so 
many Irons in our fire) presented a Booke of the Countrie 
to Prince Charles his Highnesse, with a Map of the 
Countrey, who stiled it (as our hopes are, he will one 
day make it) New England, and altered the Savage names. 
of places to English. Hee made one Voyage thither) 
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Anno 1614. and the next yeere beganne another, which 
taken by Frenchmen, he was Dot able [0 make up: but 
in testimonie of his love to his Countrey here, and of his 
hopes there hath written divers Baokes, One called A 
Description of New England (in which his said Voyages 
are described, with the description of the Countrey and 
many Arguments to incite men to that undertaking; 
which I had also prepared for the Presse, but for the 
former feares have omitted) the other called New 
Englands Trials twice or thrice printed, out of which I 
have added thus much, that the World may see the 
benefit to bee made by fishing, and may also be better 
acqu:untcd with the successe and succession of New 
Englands ·\ffaires. 

Chap. III. 
Extracts of a Booke of Captaine John Smith, 

printed 1622. called New Englands tryalls, and 
continuing the Storie thereof, with Motives to 
the businesse of fishing there. 

The benefit of fishing, as Master Dee reporteth In 

hi s Brittish Monarchie. 

E saith that It is more then foure and 
forlle yeeres agot'", and It is more then 
fonie reere!. since he writ it, that the 
Herring Bw'$es out of the Low-coumries, 
under the Kin!r of Spaine, were five 
hundred, beside$ one hundred French­
men, and three or foure hundred Sal"le 

of Flemmings. 
The Coa~ts of \\'ales and Lancashire was used by three 

hundred Sayle of stranger ... _ 
Ireland and Bahcmore m.ugted yeerly three hundred 

~)'le of Sp:miuds, ~ here K \n~ Ed", .. rd the Sixt lIltended 
to h:ave made a strong Castle, because of the Strait, to 
hase Tribute for fi~hing. 
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Blacke Rocke was yeerely fished by three or (cure 
hundred Sayle of Spaniards, P ortugais, and Biskiners. 

Master Gentleman, and many Fisher-men and Fish­
mongers, with whom J have conferred, report, The 
H ollanders raise yeerely by H erring, Cod, and L ing, 
3000000. pounds. 

E nglish and French by Salt-fish, Poore John, Salmons, 
and Pilchards, 300000. pounds. 

Hamborough and the Sound, for Sturgion, Lobsters 
and Ee!es, 100000. pounds. 

Cape Blanke for T un ny and Mullit, by the Biskiners 
;;;nd Spaniards, 30000. pounds. 

But divers other learned experienced Observers say, 
though it may seeme incredible, That the D uke of Medina 
receiveth yeerely tribute of the Fishers for Tunny, MuIJit 
and Purgos, more then roooo. pounds. 

Lubeck hath seven hundred Ships: Humborough six 
hundred: Embden lately u F isher Towne, one thousand 
foure hundred, whose Customes by the profit of fishing 
hath made them so powerfull as they bee. 

H olland and Zealand, not much greater then Yorke­
shire, hath thirtie walled T ownes, foure hundred Villages, 
'20000. suile of Ships and Hayes; thirtie sixe thousand 
are Fisher-men, whereof one hundred are Daggers, seven 
hund red Pinkes and Wel-boates, seven hundred Frand 
Boates, Britters and Tode-boats, with one thousand three 
hundred Busses, besides three hundred that yeerely fish 
about Yarmollth, where they sell their Fish for Gold; 
and fifteene yeeres ago they had more then I 16000. Sea­
faring men. 

The fishing shippes doe take yeerely two hundred 
thousand Last of fish, twelve barrels to a Last, which 
amounted to 3000000. pounds by the Fishermens price, 
that fourteene yecres agoe did pay for their Tenths 
300000. pound; which venting in Pumerland, Sprussia, 
D enmarke, Lefland, R ussia, Swethland, Germany, Nether­
lands, England, or else-where &c. make their returnes in 
a yeere about 7000000. pounds; and yet in H olland they 
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h:l\C IIcllh('( matlC::r Ie bUild hiP', nor \ 1crcham:illC: to 
SlCI them I~,rtn, )ct hy theIr muu tric thc~ :It mUl..n 
Inlfca as ther '\ :111<'0" d('(;I\. But IC;I\lng thcl< 
llllccrL1Ul\!CS:l thcl" arc, of Ihll' I :Ull ccrt:lIllC 

I"hat the C '.1,1 of l. n~i21H:1. ~oIl3nJ. :w.\ lrcbnu. thc 
""orlh ~:l, \loIlh Ireland 2nd the ~lUnd, '\c\\-foun.\-I:llld, 
.:md Cape Blanke. J{l(' ~cr\'t· :1.11 I, UfOPC, :lli well the I,:md 
l .l\\l1e as Ports, :and 311 thc Chnsliln sh1rrmf!. ",an 
these rls of ~t:lrl(' tl~h whICh IS lr:1n'r0rlcd, from whence 
II :$ t:l.kcn, mall\" 3 thOUS3nd mile, VIZ.. llernnc. ~31t·tish. 
Poore Tohn, ~t~r(; n . .\1uUit, Tunny, Porc(;", Cnl:lrC, 
Buttar~o.' .. 

:\0\\ scclnc- all these' <lrts of fi~h. or the mo~t ~rt of 
them. mar be had in a Land morc ferule, umrcr:It(", and 
rlentlfull (If 311 nc(cs~' . .1r1CS for the bUlJdinF of ships, 
8.)ate<, and hou~e~, and the nouri~hment 01 man; the 
~:I~ lnS arc: so proper, and the fi",hsng-s so neerc the 
habitatIons, we may there make, that :"ew Engi:l.nd hath 
much advantaf!e nf the mo!-t of those parts, to !-('rve :111 
Europe far cheaper then they can, who at home have 
neither \\'ood, Sait, nor Food, but at great rates; at ~ca 
nothing- but what they carne In their' ships, an hun.lred 
or t"'O hundred leagues from their habitation. 

But );lew e nglands fi~hings is neere bnd, where is . 
helpe of \\'DOd, \\'ateT', Fruiles, h)wle~, Corne, 0r 
other refre ... hin!.!s need full; and the Tercera." !\lederas. 
Canaries, Spaine, Portug:dl, Provance, Savoy, Sicilia, and 
all Italy, as convenient l\1:1rkets for our dry fish, greene 
fis h) Sturgion, M ullit, Caviare, and Buttargo, as >Jorway, 
Sweth land, L ittuania, or (jermany, fo r their I lerring, 
which is here also in abundance for tak ing, the), returning 
but W ood, P itch, Tarre, Sope-ashes. Cordage, ).'!axe, 
\\'axe, and such like Commodities: we, \V ines, Orles. 
Sugars. Silkes, and such M erc handize as the Straits 
affoord. whereby our profit may equali ze theirs; besides 
the increase of shipping and Mariners. And for proofe 
hereof: 

With two ships sent out at the charge of Captaine 
'99 
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Marmaduke Roydon, Captaine George Langam, Master 
John Buley and W. Skelton, I went fiom the Downes the 
third of March , and arrived in New England the last of 
April, where I was to have stayed but with ten men to 
keepe possession of those large Territories. H ad the 
Whales proved, as curious information had assured mee 
and my Adven tures, (but those things fa iled.) So having 
but fartie five men and boyes, we built seven Boates, thirtie 
seven did fi sh: my selfe with eight others ranging the 
Coast, I tooke a plot of what I could see, got acquaintance 
of the Inhabitants; 11 00. Bever skinnes, a hundred 
Martines, and as many Otters. Fortie thousand of dry 
fi sh wee sent for Spaine, with the Salt-fish, traine Orle 
and Furres, I returned for England the eighteenth of 
July, and arrived safe with my Company the latter end 
of August. Thus in sixe moneths I made my Voyage 
out and home; and by the labour of five and fortie, got 
neere the value of fifteene hundred pounds in tnose 
grosse Commodities. This yeere also one went from 
Plimmouth , set out by divers of the lle of Wight, and 
the "Vest Countrie, by the directions and instructions 
of Sir Ferdinando Gorge, spent their victuals, and 
returned with nothing. 

p~ft l. The Virginia Company upon this sent foure good snips; 
161 5. and because I would not undertake it for them, having 

ingaged my selfe to them of the West, the Londoners 
entertained the men that came home with me. They 
set sayle in January, and arrived there in March; they 
found fish enough untill halfe June, fraughted a ship of 
three hundred tunnes, went for Spaine, which was taken 
by the T urkes; one went to Virginia to relieve that 
Colonie, and two came for England with the greene fish, 
traine O}le and Furres within six moneths. 

P~fl 3· In January with two hundred pounds in cash for 
16 1 5. adventure, and six Gentlemen well furn ished, I went from 

L ondon to the foure Ships was promised, prepared for 
mee in the West Countrey, but I found no such matter ; 
notwithstanding at the last, wi th a labyrinth of trouble I 
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went from Plimoth, with a Ship of two hundred Tunnes, 
and one of fiftie: when the fishing was done one I)' with 
fifteene r was [0 stay in the Countrer; but ill weather 
breaking all my Masts, I was forced to returne to Plimoth, 
where rather then lose all, reimbarking my selfe in a 
Barke of sixtie Tuns, how I escaped the English Pyrats 
and the French, and was betrayed by foure Frenchmen of 
"'ar, I refer you to the de~cription of New England: 
but my Vice-Admirall, notwithstanding the latenesse of 
the yeere, setting forth with me in March, the Londoners 
in January, shee arrived in May, they in March, yet 
came home well fraught in August, and all her men well, 
within five moneths, odde dayes. 

The Londoners ere I returned from France, for all 
their losse by the Turkes, which was valued about foure 
thousand pounds sent two more in Jul y; but such courses 
they tooke by the Canaries to the \A,rest Ind ies, it was 
ten moneths ere they arrived in New England, wasting 
in that time their seasons, victuall, and health, yet there 
they found meanes to refresh themselves, and the one 
returned, neere fiaught with Fish and Traine, within two 
moneths after. 

Ptwft 4. 
1616. 
[ IV. I. 

1 S}9'] 

From Plimoth went foure Ships, onely to Fish and pfTI(Jft). 
Trade, some in February, some in March, one of two 1616. 
hundred Tuns got thither in a moneth, and went full 
fraught fo r Spaine, the rest returned to Pl imoth weU 
fraught , and their men weH, within five moneths, odde 
dayes. 

From London went two more, one of rwo hundred p,.",ft 6. 
T uns, got thither in sixe weekes, and within sixe weekes 16 16. 
after, with fortie foure men and boyes was full fraught, 
and returned againe into England within five moneths 
and a few dayes; the other went to the Canaries with 
dry fish, which they sold at a great rate, for Rials of 
eight, and as I heard turned Pyrats. 

I being at P limoth provided with three good Ships, PrHft 7. 
yet but fifteene men to stay with me in the Countre)', 1617. 
was Wind-bound three moneths, as was many a hundred 
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Plimoth, so disagreed, as there went but one of two 
hundred Tunnes, who stayed in the Countrey about six 
weekes, with thirtie eight men and boyes, had her fraught, 
which shee sold at the first peny, for two thousand one 
hundred pounds, besides the Furs: so that every poore 
Sayler, that had but a single share, had his charges, and 
six teene pound ten shillings, for his seven moneths worke. 
M. Thomas Darmer, havIng lived ahout a yeere in New­
found-land, returning to Pilmarh, went for New England 
in this Ship, and not anely confirmes what I have writ, 
but so much more approved of it, that he stayed there 
wuh five or six men in a little Boat; finding two or 
three Frenchmen among the Savages, who had'lost their 
Ship, augmented his company, with whom hee ranged 
the Coast to Virginia, where he was kindly welcommed 
and well refreshed; thence returned to New England 
againe, where havi!lg beene a yeere, in his backe returne 
to Vir~inja, he was so wounded by the Savages, hee dyed 
upon It, them escaped were relieved at Virginia. Let 
not men attribute their g reat adventures and untimely 
deaths to unfortunatenesse, but rather wonder how God 
did so long preserve them, with so small mcanes to doe 
so much, leaving the fruites of their labours, to bee an 
encouragement to those our poore undertakings; and 
this for advantage as they writ untO mee, that God had 
laid this Countrey open for us, and slaine the most part 
of the Inhabitants by cruell Wars and a marta]] disease; 
for where I had seene one hundred or two hundred people, 
there is scarce ten to bee found. From P embrocks Bay, 
to Harrintons Bay, there is not twende; from thence to 
Cape Anne, some thirtie; from Taulbuts Bay to the 
River Charles, about fort ie, and not any of them touched 
with any sick nesse, but one poore Frenchman that dyed. 

16:12. 

For to make triall this yeere, there is gone sixe or PrTlDfi 10. 
seven sayle from the 'Vest Countrey, onely to fish, th ree 1610. 

of whom are returned, and as I was certainly informed, 
made so good a voyage, that every Sayler for a single share 
had twenlie pounds for his seven moneths work e, which 
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.is more then in twentie months hee should have gotten, 
had he gone for wages any where. Now, though all the 
former Ships have not made such good voyages, as they 
expected, by sending opinionated unskilfull men, that 
had not experienced diligence to save that they tooke, 
nor take that there was; which now patience and practise 
hath brought to a reasonable kinde of perfection : in 
despite of all detractors and calumniations, the Country 
yet hath satisfied all, the defect hath bin in their using 
or abusing it, not in it selfe nor mee. 

U P on these inducements, some few well disposed 
Gentlemen and Merchants of London and other 

places provided two Ships, the one of one hundred and 
six tie Tuns, the other of seven tie; they left the Coast 
of England the three and twentieth of August, with 
about one hundred and twentie persons, but the next day 
the lesser Ship sprung a leake, that forced their retume 
to Plimouth, where discharging her and twentie Passengers, 
with the great Ship, and a hundred persons besides 
Sailers, they set saile againe the sixth of September, and 
the ninth of November fe ll w:th Cape James; but being 
pestred nine weekes in this leaking unwholsome Ship, 
lying wet in their Cabbins, most of them grew very 
weake and weary of the Sea, then for want of experience 
ranging to and againe sixe weekes before they found a 
place they liked to dwell on, forced to lie on the bare 
ground without coverture in the extremitie of Winter, 
fortie of them dyed, and six tie were left in very weake 
estate at the Ships comming away, about the fifth of April 
following, and arrived in England the sixth of May. 

Immediately after her arrivall from London, they sent 
another of fiftie five Tuns to supply them, with thirtie 
seven persons) they set saile in the be~inning of July, bur 
being crossed by Westerly winds, It was the end of 
August ere they could passe Plimouth, and arrived at 
New Plimouth in New E ngland the eleventh of 
November, where they found all the people they left 
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in April, as is said, lusty and in good health, except SIX 

that dyed. " 'ithin a moneth tney returned here for 
England, laded with Clapboord, Wainscot, and \~ralnut, 
with about three H ogsheads of Beaver skins, and some 
Saxefras, the thirteenth of December, and dr.lwing neete 
our Coast, was taken by a Frenchman, set out by the 
Marquis of Cera Govcrnour of lie Deu, on the Coast of 
Poytou, where they kept the Ship, imprisoned the Master 
and Companie, woke from them to the value of about 
five hundred pounds; and after fourteene dayes sent them 
home with a poore supp1r of Victuall, their owne being 
devoured by the Marquis and his hungry servants; they 
arrived at London the fourteenth of Februarie, leaving 
all them they found and carried to New England, well 
and in health, with victuall and Corne sufficient till the 
next Harvest. 

The Capie of a Letter sent by thi s Ship. 

L Oving Cousin, at our arrival! at New Plimoth in 
New England, wee found all our Friends and Planters 

in good health, though they were left sicke and weake 
witn very small meanes, the Indians round about us 
peaceable and friendly, the Counerey very pleasant and 
temperate, yeelding naturally of it selfe great store of 
fruits, as Vines of divers sorts in great abundance; there 
is likewise ,",'alnuts, Chesnuts, Small~lluts and Plums, 
with much varietie of Flowers, Roots, and Hearb s, no 
lesse pleasant then wholsome and profitable: no place 
hath more Goose-berries, and Straw-berries, nor better; 
Timber of all sorts you have in England, doth cover the 
Land, that affords Beasts of divers sorts, and great 
flockes of Turkies, Q,gailes, Pigeons and Partridges: 
Many great Lakes abounding with Fish, Fowle, Beavers, 
and Otters. The Sea affoords us as great plentie of all 
excellent sorts of Sea-fish, as the Rivers and l ies doth 
varietie of wild Fowle of most usefull sorts. Mynes we 
find to our thinking, but neither the goodnesse nor 
qualitie wee know. Better Craine cannot be then the 
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I ndian Corne, if we will plant it upon as good ground 
as a man need desire. Wee are a1\ Free-holders, the rent 
day doth not trouble us, and all those good blessings we 
have, of which and what wee list in their seasons for 
taking. Our company are for most part very religious 
honest people; the Word of God sincerely taught us 
every Sabbath: so that I know not any thing a contented 
mind can here want. I desi re your friendly care to send 
my Wife and Children to mee, where I wish all the 
Friends I have in England, and so I rest 

Your loving Kinsman William Hilton. 
From the West Countrey went ten or twelve Ships to 

Fish, wh ich were aU well fraughted ; those that came first 
at Bilbow, made seventeene pounds a single share, besides 
Beaver, Otters, and Martins skins; but some of the rest 
that came to the same P orts, that were already furnished, 
so glutted the Market, their price was abated, yet all 
reh~rned so well contented, they are a preparing to goe 
agalne. 

There is gone from the 'Vest of England onely to fish, 
thirtie five Ships, and about the last of April two more 
from London, the one of one hundred Tuns, the other of 
thirtie, with some sixtie Passengers to supply the Planta­
tion with all necessary provisions. Now though the 
T urke and French hath beene somewhat too busic, would 
all the Christian Princes but bee truly at unitie, as hi~ 
Royall Majesty our Soveraigne Lord and King desireth. 
seventie saile of good Ships were sufficient to fire the 
most of his Coasts in the Levant, and make such a guard 
in the straits of H ellespont, as would make the Great 
Turke himselfe more alTaid in Const:lIltinople, then the 
sma!lest Red Crosse crosses the Seas would be, ei ther 
of any French, Piccaroun, or the Pyrates of Argere. 

An Abstract of Letters sent from the Colony in 
New England, July sixteene, 1622. 

Since the newes of the Massacre in Vir~ini:l. though the 
Indians con tinue their wonted friendshIp, yet are wee 
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mQre "'!U\ lIt" them thcn hcl('fC. (or thelf 030.1 
t'ttnc: c:m~ruc:J In much t, nIJli h bloud. ond, h~ t 

con6Jellcc:, hut 110t hy toret: 
Il cre I must mtrC2t 3 hide lour favour to d1f:fC tr 

fher did not kIll the Lng-Ii h, ~((:I.u,< they wefC 

(hrisli2n~. hut for their wcapon o:; and commndllic:". Ih:1t 
\H.rt= nrc novelties; but now thc)' fe:arc v,( m3.)' he2t 
them out oi their D ens, which Lions and 1 H!crs "(JuM 
1l<IT :ad,mt bUI by force:. But mu~t this be: all arc:umcnr 
for an Encli shrrun, or di",::oUrlfC any (llher In \ Irl!lnI:l 
0f New E:ngbnd r r\'o: for have: tried them bOlh. 
For VirgiOlJ, I kept thlt Counlre)". with thirtie cij:!ht, 
and had not to catc but whal we had from the ~:l\:l~es. 
\\'hen , h3d Icn men able 10 go abroad, our Commoll­
wc:a.lth was very strong: with such :J. number I f:anged 
th:at unknowne Countre), fOllrte(ne w(ekes; I had hut 
(ight(en to subdue them all, wH h which great Army I 
.. rayed sixe weeks before their greatest Ki ngs habitation, 
till they had g:tth(red together all the pow(r Ih(y could; 
and yet the D utchmen sent at a needlesse exces~ive charge 
did help!! Powhatan how to betray mee. 

Of their numbers wee were uncertaine j but those two 
honou rable Gentlemen, Captaine Geor~e Percie, and 
Captaine Francis 'Vest, twO of the Phittiplaces, and some 
other such noble Gentlemen and resolute spirits bore their 
shares with me, and now living in England, did see me 
take this murdering Opechankanough, now their Gr(at 
King by the long lock on his head, with my P istol I at his 
breast, I led him among his g reatest forces, and hefl)rC 
we( parted, made him fill our Barke of twentie Tuns 
with Corne. When their owne wants was such, I have 
given them part again in pitty, & others have boughl it 
::t.gain to phnt their fields. For wronging :1 Sou ldier but 
Ihe value of :1 peny, I have caused ])owhatan 'lend his 
own men to James T own to receive their puni ~hment, at 
my discretion. It is true in our greatest extremltllhey 
<; hot me, slue three of my men, and by the fo!!y 0 them 
that fled tocke me prisoner; rei God made P ocahontas 
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the Kings Daughter the meanes to deliver me.: 2nd 
thereby taught mee to know their treacheries to prellCrve 
the rest. ft was also my chance in single combate to 
take the King of Paspahegh prisoner, and by keeping 
him, forced his subjects to worke in Chaines, till I made 
all the Countrey pay contribution, having little else 
whereon to live. 

Twice in this time I was their President, & none can 
say in aU that time 1 had a man slain: buc for keeping 
them in that {care I was much blamed both there and 
heere: yet 1 left five hundred behind mee that through 
their confidence in sixe monethcs orne most to confusion, 
as you may reade at large in the description of Virginia. 
\ ·Vhen I went first to those desperate designes, it cost me 
many a (orgouen pound to hire men to goc; 2nd 
procrastination caused more runne away then went. But 
after the lee was broken, came many brave Volunt2ries: 
notwithstanding since I came from thence, the Honorable 
Company have beene humble Suters to his Majestic to 
get Vagabonds and condemned men to ~e thither; n2Y, 
so much scorned was the name of Vlrwnia, some did 
chuse to be hanged ere they would goe thuher, and were: 
yet (or all the worst of spite, detraction and diS(ourage­
ment, and this lamentable Massacre, there afe more honest 
men now suters to goe, then ever have been constr:ained 
knaves ; and it is not unknowne to most men of under­
standing, how happy many of those Callumners doe 
thinke themselves, that they might bee admitted, lind 
yet pay (or their passage to goe now to Virginia: and 
had I but mennes to tr:ansport as many as would gae, I 
might have choice of ten thousand that would gilldry bC'e 
in any of those new pl3ces, which were so baselr con­
temned by ungratefull base minds. 

To range this Councrie of New England, in like 
manner I had but eight, as is said, and amongst their 
bruite conditions I met many of their s.ill)' incounter§, Ilnd 
without any hurl, God be th:lnked: when )'our \\'est 
Countrie men were many of them wounded, Ilnd much 
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tormented with the Savages that assaulted their Ship. as 
they did say themselves, in the first yeare I was there 
,614_ and though Master Hunt then Master with me, 
did most basely in stealing some Savages from that coast 
to sell, when he was directed to have gone for Spaine, 
yet that place was so remote from Capawuck, where 
Epenew should have fraughted them with Gold Orc, 
that his fault could be no cause of their bad successe, 
however it is alledged for an excuse. I speake not this 
out of vain glory, as it may be some gleaners, or some was 
never there, may censure mee: but to let all men be 
assured by those examples, what those Savages are that 
thus strangely doe murder and betray our Countrie men. 
But to the purpose. 

What is already writ of the healthfulnesse of the ayre, 
the richnesse of the soyle, the goodnesse of the W oods, 
the abundance of Fruits, Fish, and Fowle in their season, 
they still affirme that have beene there now neer two 
yeeres, and at one draught they have taken one thousand 
Basses, and in one night twelve hogsheads of H erring. 
They are building a strong Fort, they hope shortly to 
finish, in the interim they are well provided: their number 
is about a hundred persons, all in health, and well neere 
sixtie Acres of ground well planted with Corne, besides 
their Gardens well replenished with usefull fruits; and 
if their Adventurers would but furnish them with neces­
saries for fi shing, their wants would quickly bee supplied . 
To supply them this sixteenth of October, is going the 
Paragon, with six tie seven persons, and all this is done 
by private mens purses. And to conclude in their owne 
words, should they write of all plenties they have found, 
they thinke they should not be beleeved. 

For the twent ie sixe sayle of Ships, the most I can 
yet underst:1nd is. M. Ambrose Jen nens of London, 

1622. 

and Master Abraham Jennens of Plimmoth sent (their [IV.:I. 
Abnham) a Ship of two hundred and t""entie Tuns, and IS.p.) 
the Nightingale of P orchmouth of a hundred: whose 
Fish at the hrst penie came to 3 I 50 pounds: in all they 
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were five and thirty s:liie: and wherein New found Land 
they shared sixe or !ltvcn pounds for a common man, in 
New England they \hared. fourteene pounds; besides sill: 
DUlch and French Ships made wonderfull returnc!! in 

.611. Furces. 
Thus you may sec plainely the ycarely 5UCCCSK from 

New England (by Virginia) which hath bin so costly (0 

this Kingdome, and so deafe to me, which either to !U 

perish or bur bleedc, rardon me though it passionate me 
beyond the bounds of modest)', to have bin sufficiently 
able to foresee it, and hOld neither power nor rne2Jle5 how 
to prevent it. By that acquaintance I have with them, 
1 may call them my children, for they have bin my Wife, 
my Il:twkes, my H ounds, my C:uds, my Dice, and in 
(0(3.11 my best contcnt, as indifferent to my heart as my 
left hand to my right: and notwithstandjng all those 
miracles of disasters have crossed both them and me, fet 
were there not one Englishman remaining (as God be 
thanked there is some thousands) I would yet begin ag;tine 
with as small meanes as I did at the first; not t'Or that 
I have any secret encouragement from any 1 protest, more 
then lamentable experiences: for:111 their Di!ICoveries I 
can yet heare of, are but Pigs of my owne Sowe. nor 
Illore strange to me then toheare one tell mee he hath 
gOlle from Billings gate and disco\'ered Greenwich, 
Gravesend, Tilberry, Q.yinborow, Lee and Marglt. which 
to those did never heare of them, though they dwell in 
England, mis-hI be made seeme some rare secrets and 
great COlin tries unknowne, except the Relation of Master 
Dirmer. But to rerurne: It is certaine, from Cannada 
and New England within the~ ~ixe yeares. hath come 
ncere :0000. Bever Skins. Now had each of thost: Ships 
transported but some small qu:mtitie of the most 
increasing Beasts, Fowles, Fruites, Plants and Sc:edes, 
as I prOJected, by this lime their increase might have 
bin sufficient for :1 thousand men. But the desire of 
present gaine (in many) is so violent, and the endc\'oun 
of mnny undertakers $0 negligent, every one $0 regarding 
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their private gainc, that it is hard to effect any publicke 
good, and impossible to bring them into a body, rule, 
or order, unlesse hoth authority and money assist 
experiences. It is not a worke for everyone to plant a 
Colony; but when a House is built, it is no hard matter 
to dwell in it. This requireth all the best parts of art, 
judgement, courage, honesty, constancy, diligence and 
experience to doe but neere well: your home-bred 
ingrossing projectors shall fincle there a great difference 
betwixt saying and doing. But to conclude, the Fishing 
will goe forward if you plant it or no; whereby a Colon;e 
may be transported with no great charge, that in a sInn 
time might provide such fraughts to buy of us there 
dwelling, as J would hope no Ship should goe or co;ne 
empty from New En~land. 

The charge of this IS onely Salt, Nets, H ookes, l ... ine~, 
Knives, Irish Rugs, course Cloath, Beades, Glasse, and 
such like trash, onely for fishing and trade with the 
Savages, beside our owne necessary provisions, whose 
endevours will quickly defray all this charge: and the 
Savages have intreated me to inhabite where 1 will. Now 
all these Ships, till this last yeare, have bin fished within 
a square of two or three leagues, and not one of them 
all would adventure any further, where questionlesse five 
hundred saile may have their fraught better then in Island, 
New found Land, or elsewhere, and be in their markets 
before the other can have their fish ill their Ships, because 
New Englands fishing begins with February, the other 
not till mid Mar: the progres~ion hereof tends much 
10 the advancement of Virginia and the Bermudas, whose 
emptie Ships may take in their fraught there, and would 
be a good friend in time of neede to the Inhabitants of 
New found Land, &c. 

• 
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Chap. Ill!. 
A Relation or Journall of a Plantation setled at 

Plimoth in New England, and proceedings 
thereof; Printed ,622. and here abbreviated. 

the sixt of September, the 
comming East North-east, a 6ne 

small gale, we loosed from Plimoth, 
having bin kindely entertained and 
curteously used by divers friends there 
dwelling, and after nuny difficulties in 
boisterous stormes, at length by Gods 

providence upon the ninth of November TolJowing, by 
breake of the day we espied Land, which we deemed to 
be Cape Cod, and so afterward it proved. Upon the 
eleventh of November, we came to an anchor in the Bay, 
which is a good harbour and pleasant Bay, circled round, 
(:xcept in the entrance, which is about foure miles over 
from land to land, compassed about to the verie Sea with 
Oakes, Pines, Juniper, Sassafras, and other sweete \Vood: 
it is a harbour wherein 1000. saile of Ships may safely 
ride, there wee relieved our selves with \\'ood and \Vatu, 
and refreshed our people, while our Shallop was 6tted to 
coast the Bay, to search for an habitation: there was the 
greatest store of Fowle that ever we s:1w. 

And everie day we saw Whales playing hard by us, of 
which in that place, if wee had instruments and meanes 
to take them, we might have made a verie rich returne, 
which to our great griefe we wanted. Our Muster :md 
his Mate, and others experienced in fishing, professed, 
wee might have made three or foure thouS3nd pounds 
worth of Oyle; they preferred it before Greenland 
Whale-fishing, and purpose the /lext winter to /ish for 
Whale here: for Cod we assaied l but found none, there 
is good store no doubt in their Se2son. Neither got we 
aOle fish aU the time we lay there, but some few little 
ones on the shoare. We found great Mussles, Ilnd verie 
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fat and full of Sea Pearle, but we could not cate them, 
for the), made us all sicke that did eate, as well sailers 
as passengers; they caused to cast and seoure, but they 
were soone well againe. The Baie is so round and 
circling, that before we could come to anchor, we went 
round all the points of the Compasse. We could not 
come neere the shoare by three quarters of an English 
mile, because of shallow water, which was a great prejudice 
to us, for our people going on shoare were forced to wade 
a Bow shaole or two in going aland, which caused manie 
to get colds and coughs, for it was manie times freezing 
cold weather. 

This day before we came [0 harbour, observing some 
not well affected to unitie and concord, but gave some 
appearance of faction, it was thought good there should 
be an association and agreement, that we should combine 
together in one bodie, and to submit to such government 
and Governours, as we should by common consent agree 
to make and choose, and set our hands to this that followes 
word for word. 

I N the name of God, Amen. " 'e whose names 
are underwritten, the loyall Subjects of our dread 

Soveraigne Lord King James, by the grace of God of 
Great Britaine, France, and Ireland King, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. Having undertaken for the glorie of God, 
and advancement of the Christian faith, and honor of 
our King and Countrie, a Voiage to plant the first Colonie 
ill the Northerne parts of Virginia, doe by these presents 
solemnely and mutually in the presence of God and 
one of another, covenant and combine our selves together 
in a civill bodie politike, for our better ordering and 
preservation, and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and 
by vertue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame such 
just and equall Lawes, Ordinances, acts, constitutions, 
offices from time to time, as shaH be thought most meete 
and convenient for the generall good of the Colonie: 
unto which wee promise all due submission and obedience. 
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In witnesS( whereof we have here uncler .. usc.ribed our 
names. Cape Cod eleventh of NO\lcmlKr, In the ycarc 
of Ihc raignc of our Sovcraigne Lord King Jam~. of 
England. Fr::lnce and Irei:l.nd, 18. and of Scotland H­
Anno Domino 1620. 

The same day so soonc ;1.$ we could we set a!lhoate 
fifteene or sixteene men, well armed, with some to fetch 
Wood, for we had none left; :1.5 ~so to «c what the 
Land was, and wh:u Inhabit"nts they could mette with, 
they found it to be :t smaJi neeke of Land: on Ihi!! side 
where we lay is the Bay, and Ihe furthest side Ihe Sea: 
the ground or earth, sand hils, much like the Downes 
In H olland , but much better: the crust of the earth :I 

Spits depth, excellent blacke earth: aU woodded with 
Oakes, Ilincs, Sassafras, Juniper, Birch, HoUy, Vines, 
some Ash, Walnut; the Wood for the most part open 
and without under·wood, fit either to goe or ride in: at 
night our people returned, but found not anie person, 
nor habitation, and laded their Beate with JUniper, which 
smelled verie sweete and strong, and of which wee burnt 
(he most part of the time we lay there. 

Munday the thirteenth of November, we unshirped 
our Shallop, and drew her on land, to mend and repaire 
her, having bin forced to cut her downe in bestowing 
hcr betwixt the decks, and she was much opened with 
the peoples lying in her. which kept us long- there, for 
It was sixteene or seventeene daies before Ihe Carpenter 
had finished her: our people went on shoue to refTe!lh 
themselves, and our women to wash, as they had gre:at 
needc: but whilest wee I:l.y thus still, horlng our Shallop 
would be rcadie in five or six daies at the furthest, but 
our Carpenter made slow worke of it, so thoU some of 
our people impntielll of delay, desired for our better 
furtherance to tr:lvaile by Land into the CouMrie. which 
was not without appealllnce of dllnger. not haVing the 
Shanop with them, nor meanes to carrie provision, but 
on their backes, 10 see whether it might be fit for us to 
se:l.le in or no, and Ihe r:tther because as we Silled Into 
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the I hrh"ur, thne IoCc01cd to 1"(" :l RIH'r nrcnl"~ II IJ, 
Into the maine LanJ; the \O\llhnto!llc ,.f thc ~r In 
.. alo liked, but the thln~ II 1((, III rtBnJ of Inc: d:angtt 
..n:. rather permitted then :arrro\ cJ, and 10 '" lIn caution . 
dlrf!<tlOns, 2nd Instructions, !olxtc:cnc mcn .... c:rc: 5(1 tlUI 
'o\uh everr man hiS Musket, ~",orJ. 2nd (on,lel, under 
the: 1.:"(Indu,! (,I CartalllC ~111c: ~u.ndi ... h. Ulil o ",hum '" 
aJjoyned I~)r coun~1l 2nd :arln'-C, W,11I2m UnJle.rJ. 
~tcrhc:n lIorkm~. and Edward '11Ic:r. 

\\'edncS(iay Ihc: fiftcCnlh of N ovember, thc), werc f< 1 

J. shQarc:, and when they had ordered them~I\"c:!o In order 
of :I. "'n~le hie:, :lnd marched about the space: of :a mile. 

. ,. 
" J 

by the: ~;I. thc} esrled live or SIX people, .... ,th .1 J)u.cgc. "AlIf 
commin~ towa.rds them, who wrre Sav3.f!C: ~' who whclt s.zr,,#,. 
Ihcy S3.w them, ran mto the Woods and whi~ tled thC' 
Dogge after them, &c. Firsl, [her ~urro~ed them [ 0 bt: 
Mac;[er Jones, the l\1;a5ter and $Orne a t his men , tor they 
were a shoare, and knew of their commlng: but afte r 
they knew them to be Indians the)' marched after them 
Into the Woods, least other of the Ind ian s should lye 1\' 1. 

m Ambush: but when the Indians saw our men follOWing l lo .~ 1 
them, they ran away With might and maine ; and o ur 
men turned out of the \Yood after them, for It was the 
way they Intended to goe, but they could not come neerc 
them. They followed them that night about ten miles 
by the trace of their footings, & saw how they had come 
the same way they went, and at a turning perceived how 
they ranne up an hill, to see whether they followed them. 
At length OIght came upon them, and the)' were can· 
strained to take up their lodgingJ so they set forth three 
Sentinels, and the rest, some kindled a fire, and others 
fetched Woods & there held our Ralldevou s that night. 
In the morning so scone as we could see the trace. we 
proceeded on our journie. and had the tracke untill wee 
had compassed Ihe head of a long creake, and there they 
tooke into another Wood, and we after them, supposing 
to finde some of their dwellings, but we marched thorow 
&ughes and Bushes, and under Hils and Vallies, which 
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tore our verie Armour In peeces, and yet could meete 
with nonc of them, nor theIr housu. nor find.: any fruh 
water, which we greatly desired, ilnd stood in ncede off. 
for we brought neither Beere nor Water with uSJ and 
our victuals was onely Bisket and Holland-Cheese, and 
n little BotteD of Aquavitc, so a.s we were sore 2. thust. 
j\bout tcn :J. clocke we came into a. deepe VaDey, full of 
brus.h, wood-!r-liJe, and long gl'2SSC, through which wee 
found little paths or tracts, and there we s:lW a Deere, 
and found Springs of fresh Water, of which we were 
hartily glad, and sat us downe and drunke our 6rSI New 
England Water, with as much delight 2.S ever we drunke 
drinke in all our lives. 

When we had refreshed our selves, we directed our 
coursc full South, that wee mjght come to the shoare. 
which within a short while after we did, and there made 
a firc, that they in the Ship might see where we wert 
(as wee had direction) and 50 marched on towards this 
supposed River; nod as we went in another Valle)" we 
found a fine cleere Pond of fresh wattr, being about a 
Musket shot broad) :md twise as long: thert grew abo 
many small Vines, and Fowle nnd Deere haunted there; 
there grew much SasnITas: ITom thence we went on IllId 
lound much plain ground about fjftie Acrc:s, tic for the 
Plow, :lnd some signes where the Indians had formc.ri), 
planted, their Corne: after this, some thought it best 
for ncarencsse of the River to goc downe and tr.lvuiJe 
on the Sell sands, by which meant' some of our men 
were tired, and lagged behinde, so we st'olyed and gathertd 
them up, and strucke into the Land againe; where we 
found l little p:tth to certaine hea.pcs of ~d, one whtteof 
W:lS covered with old Muts, and had a woodden thing 
like a Morter whelmed on the top of ie. and 11Il earthen 
pOt bid in a little hole at the end thereof; we musing 
what it might be, digged and found II. Bowe, \lnd 11' we 
lhoughr, Arrowes, but they were rotten; We supposed 
there were U1:lny other thIngs, but because we deemed 
them graves, we put in the Bow II.guine lind made it up 
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al It \\a . and left the: rt.lot untouched, beau, \lie Ihou¢u 
II ",ould be odiou unlO them to r3n~tke thClf ~rul(hcr 
W e \\cnt on further 2nd found new tubhlc.' ()f whten 
Ihey had Iten Corne this )"cuc, OInd many "' ... Inul tree 
full of uu, and grc:lt ~Iore of :'tnwbcrric~. and !\Orne 
" lnCS; r:asslng thus:a field or IWe'I, wh ich wc.'rc not grC2t. 
we arne to another, which h3d also bill /lew gotten, and 
there wee tound where an hou~e h:td beene, :1nd foure 
or fin~ old PI3nkcs hued tOf!cther; also we found a ereat 
Kc:ttlc, which h3d becne some Ships kettle and hrought 
out of Europe; there was 31so an hC3pe of s:and, made 
like the former, but it 'W3S newly done, wee mi~ht sec 
how ther had p3dlc:d iC with their hands, which we Jigged 
up. and 10 it we found ;1 little old 8a<;ket full of fiirc 
Indian Corne, and digged further, :lnd found :I fine gre:u 
new B:1!;ket full of very hire Corne of Ihis reare, with 
some sixe and thirty goodly e:lres of Corne, some rellow, 
:lnd some red, and others mixt with blew, which was :l 
very goodly sight: the B:lsket was round, :lnd narrow 
;at the tOp, it held about three or foure bushds, which 
was as much as two of us could lift up from the ground, 
and was very handsomely and cunningly made: But 
whilst we were busie about these things, we set our men 
Sentinell in a round ring, all but two or three which diggeJ 
up the Corne. \\'ee were in suspcnce, what to doe with 
it, and the Kettle, and at length after much consuh:ltion, 
we concluded to take the Kettle, and as much of the 
Corne as wee could carry away with us: and when our 
Shallop came if we could finde any of the people, and 
came to parley with them, wee would give them the Kettle 
againe, and satisfie them for their Corne. 

So we tocke all the Eares, and put a good deale of 
the loose Corne in the Kettle, for two men to bring away 
one Staffe; besides, they that could put away into their 
Pockets filled the same; the rest wee buried againe, for 
we were so laden with Armour that we could rnrr)' no 
more. Not Carre from this place we found the rem:linJer 
of an old Fort, or P:lli2ado, wh ich :lS we conceived h:ld 
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heene made by some Christians, this was also hard by 
that place which we thought had been a River, unto which 
we went and found it so to be, dividing it selfe into two 
armes by an high banke, standing right by the Cut or 
Mouth which came from the Sea, that which was next 
unto us was the lesse, the other arme was more then 
twice as big, and not unlike to bee an Harbour for 
Ships; but whether it he a fresh River, or onely an 
indraught of the Sea, wee had no time to discover, for 
we had commandement to be out but two dayes. Here 
also we saw two Canoas, the one on the one side, the 
other on the other side, we could not beleeve it was 11 

Canoa, till we came neere it, so we returned, leaving the 
further discovery hereof to our Shallop, and came that 
night backe againe to the fresh water pond, and there 
we made our randevous that night, making a great fire, 
and a Baricado to windward of us, and kept good watch 
with three Sentinels all night, everyone standing when 
his turne came, while five or sixe inches of Match was 
burning. It proved a very rainie nig-ht. In the morning 
we tooke our Kettle and sunke It in the Pond, and 
trimmed our Muskets, for few of them would goe off 
because of the wet, and so coasted the Wood againe to 
come home, in which we were shrewdly pusled, and lost 
our way; as we wandred we came to a tree, where a 
yang Spirit was bowed downe over a Bowe, and some 
Acorues strewed underneath; Stephen Hopkins said, it 
had beene to catch some Deere, so, as we were looking 
at it, William Bradford being in the Reate, when he came 
looking also upon it, and as he went about, it gave a 
sodaine jerke up, and he was immediately caught by the 
legge: It was a very pretty devise, made with a Roape 
of their owne making, and having a noose as artificially 
made, as any Roper in England can make, and as like 
ours as can be, which wee brought away with us. In 
the end wee got out of the Wood, and were fallen about 
a mile too high above the creake, where we saw three 
Buckes, but we had rather have had one of them. "'e 
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also did spring three couple of Partridges; and as we 
came along by the crcake, we saw great flockes of wilde 
Geese and Duckes, but they were very fearefull of us. 
So we marched some while in the Woods, some while 
on the Sa nds, and other while in the Water up to the 
knees, till at length we came ncere the Ship, and then 
we shot off our Peeces, and the long Boate came to fetch 
us: Master Jones and Master Carver being on the shoarc, 
with many of our people, came to meete us. And thus 
wee came both weary and welcome home, and delivered 
in OUf Corne into the store, to he kept for seerle, for 
we knew not how to come by any, and therefore was 
very glad, purposing so soone as we could meete with 
any of the r nhabitants of that place, to make them large 
satisfaction . 

When our Shallop was fit indeede, before she was fully 
fitted, for there was two daies worke after bestowed on 
her, there was appointed some foure and twenty men of 
our owne, and armed, then to goe and make a more full 
discovery of the Ri vers before mentioned. Master Jones 
W:l.S desirous to goe with us, and tooke such of his Saylers 
as he thought usefull for us, so as we were in all about 
foure and thirty men: we made Master Jones our 
Leader, for we thought it best herein to gratifie his 
kindnesse and forwardnesse. When we were set forth, 
it proved rough weather and crosse windes, so as we 
were constrained, some in the Shallop, and others in the 
long Boate, to row to the neerest shoare the winde would 
suffer them to goe unto, and then to wade out above 
the knees; the winde was so strong as the Shallop could 
not keepe the water, but was forced to harbour there that 
nigh t, but we marched six or seven miles further, and 
appointed the Shallop to come to us as soone as they 
could. It blowed and did snow all that day and night, 
and frose withal!; some of our people that are dead tooke 
the originall of their death here. The next day about 
eleven a clocke our Shallop came to us, and we shipped 
our selves, and the winde being good, we sai led to the 
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River we formerly discovered, which we named Cold 
Harbour, to which when we came we found it not 
Navigable for Ships, yet we thought it might be a good 
harbour for Boates, for it Bowes there twelve foot at 
high water. We landed our men betweene the two 
creekes, and marched some foure or five miles by the 
greater of them, and the Shallop followed us: at length 
night grew on, and our men were tired with marching­
up and downe the steepe Hils, and deepe Vallies, whicn 
lay halfe a foote thicke with Snow: Master Jones wearied 
with marching, was desirous we should take up our 
lodging, though some of us would have marched further, 
so we made there our Randevous for that night, under 
a few Pine trees, and as it fell out we got three Geese, 
and six Duckes to our Supper, which we eate with 
Soldiers stomacks, for we had eaten little all that day. 
We marched to the place where we had the Corne 
formerly, which place we called Corne-hill; & digged 
& found the rest, of which we were very glad: we also 
digged in a place a little farther off, & found a bottle 
of Oyle, we went to another place which we had seen 
before & digged and found more Corn, viz. two or three 
Baskets full of Indian wheat, and a bag of Beans, with 
a good many of faire wheat-eares; whilst some of us 
were digging up this, some others found another heape 
of Corn, which they digged up also, so as we had in all 
about ten Bushels, whIch will serve us sufficiently for 
Seede. And sure it was Gods good providence that we 
found this corn, for else we knew not how we should 
have done, for we knew not how we should finde, or 
meete with any of the Indians, except it be to doe us a 
mischiefe. Also we had never in all likelihood seene a 
graine of it, if we had not made our first Journey; for 
the ground was now covered with Snow, and so hard 
frosen, that we were faine with our Curtlaxes and short 
Swords, to hew and carve the ground a foote deepe, a:ld 
then wrest it up with leavers, for we had for~ot to bring 
Qther Tooles: whilst we were in this imploLmeot, foule 
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weather being towards, M. J ones was earnest to goe 
aboard, but sundry of us desired to make further dis­
covery, and to Ilnde out the Indians habitations, so we 
sent home with him our weakest people, and some that 
were sicke, and all the Corne, and eighteene of us staied 
still, and lodged there that night, & desired that the 
Shallop might returne to us next day, and bring us some 
Mattockes and Spades with them. 

\Vhcn wcc had marched five or six miles into the 
'Woods, and could find no signes of any people, wee 
returned againe another way, and as we came into the 
plaine ground, wee found a place like a grave, but it 
was much bigger and longer then any wee had yet scenc. 
h was also covered with boards, so as wee mused wha.t 
it should be, and resolved to dig it up; where we found, 
first a Mat, and under that a faire Bow, and there another 
Mat, and under that a Boord about three quarters long, 
finely carved and painted, with three T ynes, or broches 
on the top, like a Crown; also betweene the Mats we 
found Bowles, Trayes, Dishes, and such like Trinkets; 
at length wee came to a faire new Mat, and under that 
two Bundles, the one bigger, the other lesse, we opened 
the greater and found in it a great quanti tie of fine and 
perfect Red P owder, and in it the bones and skull of a 
ma,n. The skull had fine yellow haire st ill on it, and 
some of the flesh unconsumed; there was bound up with 
a Knife, a Packneedle, and two or three old Iron things. 
It was bound up in a Saylers Canvas Casacke, and a 
payre of Cloth Breeches; the Red P owder was a kind 
of Embaulment, and yeelded a s.trong, but no offensive 
~mell; It was as fine as any Flower. We opened the 
lesse bundle like wise, and found of the same Powder 
in it, and the bones and head of a little childe, about the 
legges, and other parts of it was Bound strings, and 
Bracelets of fine white Beads; there was also by it a 
little Bow, about three quarters long, and some other 
oddc knackes: we brought sundry of the pretiest things 
away with us, and covered the Corps up againe. After 
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thi s, we digged in sundry like places, but found no more 
Corne, nor any things else but graves: Whilest we were 
thus ranging and searching, two of the Saylers, which 
were newly come on the shoare, by chance espied two 
houses, which had beene lately dwelt in, but the people 
were gOlle. They having their Peeces, and hearing no 
body, entred the houses, and tooke out some thing, and 
durst not stay but came again & told us; so some seven 
or eight of us went with them, and found how wee had 
gone within a flight shot of them before. T he houses 
were made with long young Sapling T rees bended, and 
both ends stucke into the ground; they were made round. 
like unto an Arbour, and covered downe to the ground 
with thicke and well wrought Mats. and the doore was 
not over a yard high, made of a Mat to open: the 
Chimney was a wide open hole in the top, for which 
they had a Mat to cover it close when they pleased, one 
might stand and lJoe upright in them; in the midst of 
them were foure little Trunches knockt into the ground, 
and small stickes laid over, on which they hung their 
Pots, and what they had to seeth: round about the fire 
they lay on Mats, which are their Beds. The Houses 
were double matted, for as they were matted without, so 
were they within, with newer and fairer Mats. In the 
H ouses wee found Woodden Bowles, Trayes and Dishes, 
Earthen Pots, H and-baskets made of Crab-shells, wrought 
together: also an English Payle or Bucket, it wanted a 
Baile, but it had two fran Eares : there was also Baskets 
of sundry sorts, bigger, and some lesser, finer, and some 
courser: some were curiously wrought with Blacke and 
''''hite in prettie workes, and sundry other of their 
houshold stuffe: wee found also two or three Deeres 
H eads, one whereof had been newly killed, for it was 
Hill fresh: there was also a company of D eeres Fee te, 
stucke up in the H ouses, H arts H ornes, and Eagles 
Clawes, and sundry such like things there was: also two 
or three Baskets full of parched Acornes, pieces of Fish, 
and a piece of :J. broyled H erring. We found also 3 
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little Silke Grasse, and a little Tobacco Seed, with some 
other Seeds which wee knew not: without was sundry 
bundles of Flags, and Sedge, Bull-rushes, and other stuffe 
to make Mats> there was thrust into an hollow T ree, 
twO or three pieces of Venison, but wee thought it fitter 
for the Dogges then for us: some of the best things 
wee tooke away with us, and left the houses standing 
still as they were : Much disputation fell out about the 
place where wee should abide; and a Company was 
chosen to goe out upon a third Discovery (whilest some 
were implored in this Discovery, it pleased God that 
Mistris Vvhite was brought a bed of a Sonne, which was 
called Peregrine.) 

Wednesday the sixt of December we set out, being 
very cold and hard weather, we were a long while after 
wee lanched from the Ship, before wee could get cleere 
of a Sandy Point, which lay wi thin lesse then a furlong 
of the same. In which time, two were very sicke, and 
Edward TiUey had like to have founded with cold; the 
Gunner was also sicke unto Death (but hope of trucking 
made him to goe) and so remained all that day, and the 
next night: at length wee got cleare of the Sandy Point, 
and got up our Sayles, and within an houre or two wee 
got under the weather shoare, and then had smoother 
water and better sayling, but it was very cold, for the 
water froze on our clotnes, and made them many times 
like coats of Iron: wee sayled sixe or seven leagues by 
the shoare, but saw neither River nor Creekc, at length 
wee met with a tongue of Land, being flat off from the 
shoare, with a Sandy point, wee bore up to gaine the 
Point, and found there a faire Income or Rode, of a Bay, 
being a league over at the narrowest, and some two or 
three in length, but wee made right over to the Land 
before us, and left the discoverie of this I ncome till the 
next day : as wee drew neere to the shoare, wee espied 
some ten or twelve I ndians, very busie about a blacke 
thing, what it was wee could not tell, till afterwards they 
saw us, and ran to and fro, as if they had beene carrying 
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something away, wee landcd a league or two from them, 
and had much adoe to put a shoare any where, it lar so 
full of flat Sands: when wec came to shoare, we made 
us a Baricado, and got fire Wood, and set out our 
Scntinells, and bctooke us to our lodging, such as it was; 
wee saw the smoake of the fire which the Savages made 
that night, about foure or five miles from us: in the 

GrtlmplIsB(JY, morning wee divided our Company, some eight in the 
TheY/Dlin" Shallop, and the rcst on the shoare went to discover this 
crampllus place, but we found it onely to be a Bay, without either 
4144, 'f~ River or Creeke comming into it. This place the most 
i1lthlJ ,/rirle if 
j(Jl,anJjifJtDr' were minded wee shouJd call, the Grampus Bay, because 
six P(Jw long. wee found many of them there: we followed the tract 
[IV. x. of the Indians bare feet a good wayan the Sands, at 

18H·] length we saw here they strucke into the \\'oods by the 
side of a Pond, as we went to view the place, one said, 
he thought he saw an Indian-house among the Trees, so 
went up to see: and here we and the Shallop lost sight 
one of another till night, it being now about nine or ten 
a clocke; so we lite on a path, but saw no house, and 
followed a great way into the \\foods, at length we found 
where Corne had been set, but not that yeere; anon we 
found a great burying place, one part whereof was 
incompassed with a large Paliz.ado, like a Church-yard, 
with young spires foure or five yards long, set as close 
one by another as they cO\lld two or three foot in the 
ground; within it was full of Graves, some bigger and 
some lesse, some were :lIsa paled :lbout. and others had 
like an Indian-house made over them, but not matted: 
those Graves were more sumptuous then those at Corne­
hill, yet we digged none of them lIP. only viewed them 
and went our way: without the Palizado were Groves 
also, but not so costly. We went ranging up and downe 
til! the Sunne began to draw low, and then we hasted 
out of the Woods, that we might come to our Shallop. 
By that time we had done, and our Shallop come to us 
it was within night, :lnd we fed upon such victualls :\5 

we had, and betooke us to our rest after we had set Out 
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our watch. About midnight we heard a great and hideous 
cry, and our Sentinell called, Arme, Armc. So we 
bestirred our selves and shot off a couple of Muskets 
and noise ceased: we concluded, that it was a company 
of Wolves & Foxes, for onc tok! us he had heard such 
a noise in New-found-land. About five a clacke in the 
morning we began to be stirring, upon a sudden wee 
heard a great & strange cry which we knew to be the 
same voices, though they varied their notes; One of the 
company beinS" abroad came running in, and cried, They 
are men, Indians, Indians; and withall, their Arrowes 
GlIne flying amongst us, OUf men ran out with all speed 
to recover their Armes. The cry of our enemies wa s 
dreadfull, especially, when our men ran out to recover 
their Armes, their note was after thi s manner, Vloath 
woach ha ha hach woach: our men were no sooner come 
to their Armes, but the enemy was readie to assault them. 

There was a lustie man, and no whit lesse valiant, 
who was thouO"ht to be their Captain, stood behind a 
T ree within harfe a Musket shot of us, and there let his 
Arrowes Rie at us; hee stood three shots off a Musket, 
at length one tooke as he said fuJI ayme at him, after 
which he gave an extraordinarie cry and away they went 
all, wee followed them about a quarter of a mile, but 
wee left sixe to keepe our Shallop, for wee were carefull 
of our businesse. 'Vee tooke up eighteene of their 
Arrowes, which wee had sent to England by Master 
Jones, some whereof were headed with brasse, others 
with H arts horne, and others with Eagles dawes; many 
more no doubt were shot, for these wee found were almost 
covered with leaves: yet by the speciall providence of 
God, none of them either hit or hurt us. On Munday 
we found a very good H arbour for our shipping, we A good Haf­
marched also into the Land, and found divers corne Fields 6our. 

and little running Brookes, a place verie good for 
scituat ion, SO we returned to our Ship ag:aine with good 
newes to the rest of our people, which dId much comfort 
their hearts. 
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This Harbour is a Bay greater then Capc Cod, 
compassed with a goodly Land, and in the Bay two fine 
llands uninhabited, wherein are nothing but \Voods, Oke~, 
Pincs, Wal-nut, Beech, Sasifras, Vines, and other Trees 
which we know not. This Bay is a most hopcfull place, 
innumerable store of Fowle, and excellent good, and 
cannot but be of Fish in their seasons: Skate, Cod, 
Turbot and Herring we have tasted of, abundance of 
Musles the greatest and best that ever we saw; Crabs 
and Lobsters, in their time infinite: It is in fashion like 
a CikJe or Fish-hooke. 

The eighteenth we went along the Coast in the Woods, 
some seven or eight mile, but saw not an Indian, nor an 
Indian house, onely we found where formerly had beene 
some Inhabitants, and where they had planted their 
Corne: wee found not any Navigable River, but foure 
or five small running Brookes of very fresh water. that 
all run into the Sea. The Land for the crust of the earth 
is a spits depth, excellent blackc mould and filt in some 
places; two or three great Okes, but not very thicke. 
Pines, \Valnuts, Beech, Ash, Birch, Hasell, Holley, Asp, 
Sasifras, in abundance, and Vines every where, Cherry­
trees, Plum-trees, and many other which we know not; 
many kinds of Hearbs we found here in Winter, as 
Strawberry leaves innumerable, Sorrell, Yarow, Carvell, 
Brook-lime, Liver-wort, \Vater-cresses, great store of 
Lecks and Onyons, and an excellent strong kind of Flax 
and Hempe. Here is Sand, Gravell, and exceUenr Clay, 
no better in the \Vorld, excellent for Pots, and will wash 
like Sope, and great store of Stone, though somewhat 
soft, and the best water that ever we drunke, and the 
Brookes nOw begin to be full of Fish; that night many 
being weary with marching, we went aboard againe. 

The nineteenth of December, after our landing and 
viewing of the places, so well as we coliid we Clme ttl 
a conclusion, by most voyces, to set On the l\-Iaine Land, 
on the first place, on an high ground, where there is a 
great deale of Land c1eered, ana hath beene planted with 
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Corne three or foure yeeres agoe, and there is a very 
sweet Brook runs under the H ill side, and many delicate 
Springs of as good water as C<ln be drunkc, and where 
wee may harbour our Shallops and Baates exceeding well, 
and in this Brooke is much good Fish in their seasons. 
On the further side of the River also much Corne ground 
-elecred, in one Field is a great Hill, on which wee point 
to make a plat-forme, and plant our Ordnance, which 
will command all round about, from thence we may see 
mta the Bay, and far into the Sea, and we may see thence 
Cape Cod. 

Saturday the three and twentieth, so many of us as 
cou ld went on shore, felled and carried timber, to provide 
themselves stuffe for building. Munday the five and 
twentieth, wee went on shoare, some to fell timber, some 
to sawe, some to rive, and some to carry, so no man rested 
all that day. 

Munday the five and twentieth, being Christmasse day, 
we began to drinke water aboard, but at night the Master 
caused us to have some Beer, and so on board we had 
divers times now & then some Beere, but on shoare none 
at all. Wee tooke notice how many Families they were, 
willing all single men that had no wives to jayne with 
some Family as they thought fit, that so wee might build 
fewer houses, which was done, and we reduced them to 
nineteene Families; to greater Families we allotted larger 
plots, to every person halfe a Pole in breadth, and three 
in length, and so Lots were cast where every man should 
lie, which was done, and staked out; we thought this 
proportion was large enough at the first, for H ouses and 
Gardens to impale them round, considering the weakenesse 
of our people, many of them growing ill with colds, for 
our former Discoveries in frost and stormes, and the 
wading at Cape Cod had brought much weaknesse 
amongst us, which increased every day more and more, 
and after was the cause of many of our deaths. 

Friday and Saturday wee fitted our selves for our 
labour, but our people on shoare were much troubled 
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.lnd di~,jungcll wlch r:aync ;l;mi wet th.lt day, being very 
!tormy ,IIlJ cold, wee 1w great Jmoakcl of lire made 
h" lhe I nJi.lo!l, about lI.X or K'lrCn mdeJ from u, u wc.c 
conjccturcJ 

Thuoday thc founn of J:anuuic, Capt:unc Miles 
SC;r.nd"h. w1lM foure or 6· ... c morc, went to ~e If they 
could meetc With :an}' of the Soavagcs in rh2, place where 
the lirci .... ,H ml.dc. they wcnl to -..orne of their hOWd 
but not J.ucl,- mh;abucd. yet could they not meet vilth 
:an}'. l; they (.lmc home, thc)' 1hot 1t ;tn F.aelc and 
kIlled her, which \Ora) excellent meat; 11 "';loS turdly 10 

be di'tCcrnc:d (rom ~lutton 
luc~b)' thc ninch of j:anufY. "'";l', .l r~'lOnablc F.ut"e 

dJ.}", :anJ wee went to labour rh.lt d.:t.y rn the bUIlding of 
our 11) ..... 0c:. in IWO ro ..... e5 of hou'IoC.5 for more wc:cic: 
"cc divide I b~' lot the pint of ~round whereon to bu.dd 
our lowne .\ftcr thc rroporuon tormedr :alloncd, we 
:!.grceJ In:!.! C\'«")" nun ~hould bUild hi!> owne house. 
thlllking' by th:at cour"SC mcn 1V0uid m:lke more h:m thcn 
workU\~ 10 common' Ihe common hou~. In whu:h for 
the fino', "e m:aJc our Rende\·ous. beln~ neere finished, 
"Jilting onlr co .... efln~, it being :about tvtcnut toot ~U:U-C. 
tome Iohoul.1 nu.ke moner, mnd some gathtr thltch, 50 

that In fuure d;,,("~ h:t.lfe of It Wl~ thllto:.hed, tro~t :lnd 
loult weather .lIn,lere\l u!!. much: (hi!> rime of the rore 
elJome could I\"e wurke halfe the weeh, 

On the twelfth dOl.)", J()hn GooJmlln and Peter Browne 
Ilt dinner time tooke their meat m their h:aoJs. and would 
go wl.lkc land refre~h themsc:h'c~ ~ going: :a littlc off 
the)' find :a l.:lkc of w:uer, :and h;a\'mt:: :1 ~rt:at (\b~titTe 
bitch wuh them, Ilnd 11 Sp:annell; by inc W"l.tcr side the)" 
(ound ~ grc!l.t Deere, the \)o~s c.hascJ him, :lnd tht:) 
followed '\t1 fUr n, Iher It'si themselves, :and could not 
flud the WJy backc, thc), w.Hldred aU thllimftcruoonc being 
wct, Illld III lIi~ht did frcele "lid snow, they were ~Icllderl) 
llprardled, :anJ lu.d no we:ap('ln~ but c;:Ich One hi~ Cide. 
nor any viClu:aIl" they rnll~ed up mild d\)\1 nc- :tlld l'Quld 
finde nOllc or Ihe S:a"tl.8d hl1bitlltioM. "'he:n It dr-c. v. 
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t(l nI~hl thc~· were nmch pcrrlc'l;(~d, (flr tile), ((luld find 
neIther harh()Ur Ollr mC41, but 10 fro~1 :and ~1I0". ,,"crc:: 
l"lm,:cd to make thc blrth theIr hed, and the Element 
theIr ll)\ ermg. :uu.l another Ihlll£! did '·cry much tcrrit1c 
them. the\" heard 2~ they thought I\'.O 1.IOIlS roanng 
cxcecJInf!l~· lor a long time logether, and a third, Ih:1.{ 
they thouj!ht W"J!> \"cry nccrc them: <>0 not knOWing 

what to doc. the)' resolved to dimbe up mto a 1 rcc 3.$ 

the ~fe~t rduge. though [I'm would prove an m!ollcrable 
cold lodgIng. They stood at the Trees root, that when 
the Lions Clme they mIght take their 0rportumtle of 
climbing up. the Bitch ther werc faine 10 hold by the 
necke, tor shee would have beene gone to the Lion; but 
It plea~!,':d God so to dispose, that the", ild Beasts came 
not. so they walked up and downe under the Tree aU 
night, it was an extreame cold night; so soone as it was 
Itght they travelled agame, passing by many L:!.kes, and 
Brookes, and \\"oods, and in one place where the Savages 
had burnt the space of five miles in length, which is a 
fine Champion Countrer, and even. In the afternoon it 
pleased God from an high H iU, they discovered the two 
Iles III the Bay, and so that night got to the Plantation, 
being ready to faInt with tr3.vell and W3.nt of victu3.11s, 
and almost famished with cold, John Goodman was faine 
to have his shooes cut off his feet they were so swelled 
with cold, and it was a long while after ere hee was able 
to goe. The house was fired occasionally by a sparke 
that Rew into the thatch, which instantly burnt it all up, 
but the roofe stood and little hurt; the most Josse was 
Master Carvers and \Villiam Bradfords, who then lay 
sicke in bed, and if they had not risen with good speed, 
had beene blowne up with powder : but through Gods 
mercy they had nO harme; the house was as full of beds 
as they cou ld lie one by another, and their Muskets 
charged) but blessed be God there was no harme done. 

Munday the fifteenth day, it rained much all day, that 
they on ship-boord could not goe all shoare, nor the), 
on shoare doe any labour but were all wet . Tuesday. 
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\Vednesday, Thursday, were very fa ire Sun-shiny daies, 
as if it had beene in April, and our people so many as 
were in health wrought chearefully. T he ninteenth 
day wee resolved to make a Shed, to put our common 
provision in, of which some were already set on shoare, 
but at noone it rained that wee could not worke. This 
day in the evening, John Goodman went abroad to use 
his lame feet, that were pittyfully ill with the cold hee 
had got, having a little Spannell with him, a little way 
fTom the Plantation, two great V..rolves ran after the Dog, 
the Dog ran to him, and betwixt his legs fo r succour, 
he had nothing in his hand, but tooke up a sticke and 
threw at one of them and hit hIm, and they presently 
ran both away, but came againe; he got a Paile boord 
in his hand, and they sate both on their tailes, grinning 
at him a good while and went their way and left him. 

Saturday the seventeenth day in the morning, we calJed 
a meeting for the establishing of Military Orders amongst 
our selves, and we chose Miles Standish our Captaine, 
and gave him authoritie of command in affayres. 

Saturday the third of March, the wind was South, the 
morning mystie, but towards noone warme and faire 
weather: the Birds sang in the \"-'oods most pleasantly; 
at one of the c10cke it thundred, which was the first we 
heard in that Countrey, it was strong and great claps, 
but short, but after an houre it ray ned very sadly till 
midnight. \Vednesday the seventh of March, the wind 
was full East, cold, but faire. 

Friday the sixteenth, there presented himselfe a Savage, 
which caused an Alarum, he very boldly came all alone 
and along the houses straight to the Randevous, where 
we intercepted him, not suffering him to goe in, as 
undoubtedly he would out of his boldnesse hee saluted 
us in English, and bad us welcome, for he had learned 
some broken English amongst the Englishmen that came 
to fish at Monhlggan, and knew by name the most of 
the Captaines, Commanders, and Masters, that usually 
come; he was a man free in speech, so farre as he could 
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~xpre~se his mtnde, and of a seemly arriage, we quc~ 
tiolled him of many thillg~, he was thc first ~avage we 
<:auld meet wlthaU; hee ~Jid he was not of tho~ rarts. 
but of J\tor:Htiggon, and one of the :::'agamores or Lords 
thereof, had beene eiS-hl moncths In these rart~, it lying 
hence a daies sa.iie with a great Wind, and five da,?'c5 hy 
Land: he discoursed of the whole Countrey, and a every 
Province, and of their Sag:lmores, and their number of 
men, and strength. The wtnd beginning to me a lillie, 
wee cast a H orsemans CO:H about him, (or he W;IS <;t:lrke 
naked, only a leather about his Wlst, with a fringe about 
a spln long, or little more; he had a Bow :lnd two 
Arrowes, the OIlC headed, and the other unhe:aded, he 
was a tall straight man, the haire of his head blacke, long 
behind, only short before, none on his face :ll all; he 
asked some Beere, but we gave him !::Itrong-w:ater and 
Bisket, and Butter, and Cheese, and Pudding, and a piece 
of a Mallerd; all which he liked wei, and had bin 
acquainted with such amongst the English; he told U$ 

1611. 

the place where we now li\'e, is Cllled,Patuxet, and that PllhIJUi. 

:l.bout foure yeeres :agoe ::Ill the Inhabit::lnt s died of an l'"pluJ''''1hI 
extraordinary plague, and there is neither mall, woman, tf II pup. 
nor child remaining, as indeed we have found nOlle, so 
'3.S there is none to hinder our possession, or to lay daime 
unto it. AU the afternoone we spent in communic::ltion 
with him, we would gladly have been rid of him at night, 
but he was not willing to goe this night, then we thought 
to carry him on ship-board, wherwith hee was wei content 
and went into the Shallop, bur the wind was high and 
water scant, that it could nOt returne b:acke. \\re lodged 
that night at Steven H opkins house, and watched him: 
the next day he went away back to the Masasoyts, from Mllla/~ll. 
whence he said he came, who are our next bordering 
neighbours, they are sixtie strong, as he sai th. The 
Nausites are as neere South-east of the m, and are a NII"I;UI. 

hundred strong, and those were they of whom our people 
were encountered, as we before related. T hey are much 
incensed and provoked against the English, and about 
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in 3. thing like a Bow~case (which the principall of them 
had about his wast) a little of their Corne pounded to 
powder, which put to a little water they cate: he had a 
little Tobacco in a bag, but none of them drunke but 
when he listed, some of them had their faces painted 
blacke, from the forehead to the chin, foure or five fingers 
broad; others after other fashions, as they liked: they 
brouQht three or foure Skins, but wee would not trucke 
with ~them ::all that day, but wished them to bring more, 
and we would trucke for all, which they promised within 
a night or two, and would leave these behind them, though 
wee were not willing they should, and they brought all 
our Tooles againe which were taken in the ,~roods) in 
our mcns absence, so because of the day we dismissed 
them so soone as we could. But Samoset our first 
acquaintance, either was sicke, or fained himselfe so, and 
would not goe with them, and staied with us till 
\Vednesday morning: T hen we sent him to them, to 
know the reason they came not accordin~ to their words, 
and we gave him an H at, a paire of Stocklll~s and Shooes, 
a Shirt, and a piece of Cloth to tye about hiS wast. 

Thursday the 22. of M arch, was a very ('.ire warme 
day. About noone we met againe about our publike 
bU!'inesse, but we had scarce beene an houre together, but 
Samoset came againe, and Squanto, the onely Native of 
P atuxat, where wee now inhabite, who was one of the 
twentie Captives that by H unt were carried away, and 
had beene in England, and dwelt in Cornhill with Master 
J ohn Sianie a Merchant, and could speake a little English, 
with three others, and they brought them some few Skins 
to trucke, and some Red H errings newly taken and dried, 
but not salted, and signified unto us, that there Great 
Sagamore Massasoyt was hard by, with Qy.adequina his 
brother, and all their men. They could not well expresse 
in E ngl ish what they would, but after an houre the King 
came to the top of an H ill over against us, and had in 
hi s trayne sixtie men, tha t we could well behold them, 
a nd they us : wee were not willing to send our Governour 
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to them, and they unwiUing to come to us, so Squanto 
went againe unCO him, who brought word that wee should 
scnd one to parler with him, ,vhich we did, which was 
Edward W:nsloe, to know his mind, and to signifie the 
mind and will of our Governor, which was [0 have trading 
:lnd peace with him. Wee sent to the King a paire at 
Knives, and a Copper Chaine, with a Jewell at it. To 
~adcquina we sent likewise a Knife and a Jewell to hang 
in his care, and withall a POt of strong water, a good 
quanlitie of Bisket, and some Butter, which were all 
willingly accepted: our Messen~er made a speech unto 
him, that King James saluted him with words of Love 
and Pcace, and did accept of him as his Friend and Alley, 
and that our GoveTl1our desired to see him and to trucke 
with him, and to confirme a Peace with him, as his next 
neighbour: hee liked well of the speech, and heard it 
attentively, though the Interpreters did not well expresse 
it; after hee had eaten and drunk himselfe, & givf:n the 
rest to his company, he looked upon our Messengers 
Sword and Armor which he had on, with intimation of 
his desire to buy it, but on the other side, our Messenger 
$hewed his unwillingnesse to part with it: In the end 
he left him in the custodie of Q,yadequina his brother, 
and came over the Bruok, :lnd some h'i'Cnty men following 
him, leaving all their Bowes and Arrowes behind them. 
\Ve kept six or seven as Hostages for our Messenger; 
Cap. Standish and M. Williamson met thc King at the 
Brook, with halfe a dozen Musketiers, they saluted him 
:lnd he them, so one going over, the one on the one side, 
and the other on the other) conducted him to an house 
then in buildi,ng, where wee placed a greene Rug, and 
three or foure Cushions. Then instantly came our 
Governour, with a Drum and Trumpet after him, and 
some few Musketiers. After salutations, our Governour 
ki~sillg his hand, the King kissed him, and so the)' sate 
dowlle. The Governour called for some strong water, 
and drunke to him, :.Ind he drunkc a great draught that 
made. him sweate J!l the while :lfter; hee called for a little 
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fresh meate, which 
give his followers. 
was; 

the King did eate willingly, and did 
Then they treated of Peace, which 

First, That neither he nor any of his should injure or 
do hurt to any of our people. Secondly, & if any of 
his did hurt to any of ours, he should send the offender, 
that we might punish him. Thirdly, that if any of our 
toales were taken away when our people were at work, 
he should cause them to bee restored, and if ours did any 
harme to any of his, we would doe the like to them. 
Fourthly, If any did unjustly war against him we would 
aide him; 1£ any did war against us, he should aide us. 
hfthly, He should send to his neighbor Confederates, to 
certific them of this, that they might not wrong us, but 
might be likewise comprised in the conditions of Peace. 
Sixthly, That when their men came to us, they should 
leave their Bowes and Arrowes behind them, as wee 
should doe our Peeces when we came to them. Lastly, 
that doing thus, King James would esteeme of him as 
his Friend and AUy: all which the King seemed to like 
well, and it was applauded of his followers, all the while 
he sate by the Governour hee trembled for feare. I n his 
person hee is a very lusty man, in his best yeeres, an able 
body, grave of countenance, and spare of speech: In his 
attyre little or nothing differing from the rest of his 
followers, onely in a great Chaine of white bone Beades 
about his neck, & at it behind his neck hangs a little 
bag of Tobacco, which he drank and gave us to drinke; 
his face was painted with a sad Red like Murry, and oyled 
both head and face, that hee looked greasily: All his 
followers likewise, were in their faces in part or in whole 
painted, some Bktcke, some Hed, some Yellow, and some 
\Vhite, some with Crosses, and other Antick workes, some 
had Skins on them, and some naked, all strong. tall men 
in appearance. The King had his bosome hanging in a 
string, a great long Knife; he marvelled much at our 
Trumpet, and some of his men would sound it as well as 
they could; Samoset and Squanto, stayed all night with 
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us, and the King and all his men lay all night in the 
Wood, not above halfe an English mile from us, and all 
their wives and women with them, they said, that within 
eight or nine daies, they would come and set Corne on 
the other side of the Brooke, and dwell there all Summer, 
which is hard by us. That night wee kept good watch, 
but there was no appearance of danger; the next morning 
divers of our people came over to us, hoping to get some 
victualls as wee imagined, some of them told us the 
King would have some of us come see him; Captaine 
Standish, and Isaac Alderton went venterously, who were 
welcommed of him after their manner: he gave them 
three or foure ground Nuts, and some Tobacco. Wee 
cannot yet conceive, but that hee is willing to have peace 
with us, for they have seene our people sometimes alone 
two or three in the Woods at worke and Fowling, when 
as they oR'ered them no harme, as they might easily have 
done, and especially because hee hath a potent Adversarie, 
the Narowhiganseis, that are at warre with him, against 
whom hee thinkes wee may bee some strength to him, 
for our Peeces are terrible unto them. This morning 
they staied till ten or eleven of the clocke, and our 
Governour bid them send the Kings Kettle, and filled it 
full of Pease, which pleased them well, and so they went 
their way . 

Friday was a very faire day, Samoset and Squanto sti! 
remained with us, Squanto went at noon to fish for Eeles, 
at night he came home with as many as hee could well 
lift in one hand, which our people were glad of, they 
were fat and sweete, hee trod them out with his feete, 
and so caught them with his hands without any other 
Instrument. This day we proceeded on with our common 
businesse, from which we had bin so often hindred by 
the Savages comming, and concluded both of Militarie 
Orders, and of some Lawes and Orders :IS we thought 
behoovefull for our presen t estate, and condition, and 
likewise chuse our Governour for this yeere, which was 
Master John Carver, a man well approved amongst us. 
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I T c=m~ ~llOd In the lnmranl ({lr m:any '!>!lHlen­
Iinns, 10 "<lid some :l.mnl1t:~1 them In \ 1:I...a yl, Inc 

~tc t ('ommanJc=t amonj:!" t tnt' ~:a\";lC:-("", hor.!crulg 
ahoul U ; \'Itlh 10 kno\\ whcn~ 10 find them. If ()(c-a Ion 
kn-ed, as:a s.o to;,cc thclr trenglh, d,S(o\cr thc: Cnunttt:r. 
rre\ enl al,u'<e lh their di!>OrJerly (OmmlO~ unlO us., rn:akl! 
'!<ltJ<;(alJlon fClt some conceived injur,c [0 he done nn 
(IUr pan~. and to (ontlnue thc Icaf!ue of Peace and FncnJ­
~h,p bClwecne them and us. For thc~. and thc like 
end!', it ple:ac;ed the Go\'crnour to make choice of ~tc\'en 
H..)rkm", and Ed ..... 3rd \\ m~l~ to goe unto him. and 
h2\'in~ a fit opponunnie, by reason of a S:aV:l.g-t, oiled 
Tisquantum (that could .. peake English) camming- unto 
us: With all upedition rro\·jdcd a Hor~cmans C03t, of 
Red Colton, 3nd i3ced with :l shght L3ce for :I. Pre~nt, 
th:l.t hoth they and their mess:lge mle:h! bee the more 
2.lcept:l.ble amongs them. 

\Vee set forward the tenth of J une, 3bout nine a dock 
In the morning, our ~uide resolving that night to rest 
:at ~:am3schet, 3 Towne under :\13ssasoyt, and concen·ed 
by u s to be very ncere, because t he Inh3bitants flocked 
~o thicke upon every slight occasion 3mong!>t us; but 
wee found it to bee ~me fifteene English miles. On the 
way wee found some ten or twelve men, women, 3nd 
children, which h3d pestered us, till wee were we3rie of 
them, perceiving that (as the m3nner of them all is) where 
victu3ll is easiliest to be got, there they live, especi3Uy in 
the Summer ; by reason whereof , our Bay affording many 
Lobster~, they resort every Spring T ide thither; and now 
returned with us to Nama5Chet. T hither we C3me about 
t hree a clocke after noone, the Inhabitants entertaining 
u s with joy, in the best man ner they could, givi ng u s a 
k i'nd of bread, called by them M ai z lll"" and the sp3wne 
of Shads, which then they got in 3bund3 nce, in SO much 
as they gave us spoo nes to eate the m, with t hese they 
boyled mustie Acornes, but of the Shads wee ea te heartily. 
After thi s they desired one of our men to shoot at a C row, 
complai ning what damage they sustained in the ir Corne 
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by them, who shooting some fourescore off and kilJing,. 
they much admired it, as other shots on other occasions. 
After this Tisquantum told us wee should hardly in one 
day reach Pakanokick, moving us to go some eight miles 
further, where we should find more store and bener 
victuals then there: Being willing to hasten our journey 
we went, and came thither at Sunne setting, where we 
found many of the Namascheucks (they so caHing the 
men of Namaschet) fishing upon a Ware which they had 
made on a River which belonged to them, where they 
caught abundance of Basse. These we!commed us also, 
gave us of their fish, and we them of our victuaUs, not 
doubting but we should have enough where ere we came. 
There we lodged in the open fields: for houses they had 
none, though they spent the most of the Summer there. 
The head of this River is reported to bee not fane from 
the place of our abode, upon it are, and have beene many 
Townes, it being II. good length. The grollnd is very 
good on both sides, It being for the most part clcered: 
Thousands of men have lived there, which died in a great 
plague not long since: and pittie It was and IS to see, 
so many goodly fields, and so well seated, wuhout men 
to dresse and manure the same. Upon this River 
dwelleth Massasoyt. 

The next morning wee brake our fast, tooke our leave 
and departed, being then accompanied with some sixe 
Savages, having gone about sixe miles by the River side, 
at a knowne shoale place, it being low W:lter, they spake 
to us to put off our breeches, for wee must wade thorow. 
Here let me not forget the v:llour and courase of some of 
the Savages, on the opposite side of the River, for there 
were remaining alive one1y two men, both aged, especiaUy 
the one being above threescore: These two espying 3. 

company of men entring the River, rnn very swiftly and 
low in the grasse to meet us at the Banke, where with 
shriU voyces and great courage, standing chnged upon 
us with their Bowes, they demanded what wee were, 
supposing us to be enemies, and thinking to take advan-
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t~~ on U' In tile y,;'&{cr but >C(:ln~ "'tc "en: Iflend., thev 
wel~ommcJ u" "Jlk uch lUod a .... thcr had,and we be towed 
2 mall bn.cdcl 01 lkads no them. I flus (arTC v.c :afC 
un the rh..ie ehbcs 2nd rlOV.C!i. 

Lh\'lne; bc~ a~alllC:: rcfrc<;hcd our ~lvcs VIC .proceeded 
10 our J urne}. the \\c;a.thcr l>CIO~ yerlC: hOi tor 1f'2H:1I, 

yet the Countre~' .. () well w:uered. that 2 man could ",uce 
be drlc, hut hee ~hould h;1I\ c: :l ~rring at hand to conic hIS 
thlnt, he Ide ~mall RJvers 10 abundance: But the Sangc: 
"'III not "'llImC'l~' dnnke, but :u ::l ~rrane hc:a.d. When 
'HO l:amc: to any ~m311 Brooke, where: no hridge "3'. IWO 

of them deSIred to carry U!i through of their owne :accords, 
also feaTing wee v.ere or .... ould bee .... carie, oifcrtd to 
carne our Peeces, also If wee would layoff any of our 
clothe, .... ee ~hould ha,e them carried: and a\ the onr 
of them had found more speciall kindnes<>e from one of 
the ;\lessengers, and the other Sa\'age from the mher; 
so they shewed their thankfulncsse accordingly In affording 
us all neJpe, and furtherance III the Journer. 

As we pas~d along, we observed that there were few 
places by the Ri"er, but had beene inhabited, bf reason 
whereof much ground was deere, save of weeds which 
.wew higher then our he:ads. There is much good 
Timber, both Oake, \,'alnuHree, Firre, Beech, and 
exceeding great Chesnut.trees. 

After we came to a Towne of Massaso}'ts, where we 
ea.t Oysters and other Fish. From thence we went to 
Pack::Lnokick, but Massasoyt was not at home, there we 
sraied, he being sent for: when newes was brought of 
his comming, our guide Tisquantum requested that at 
our meeting, wee would diSCharge our P eeccs, but one 
of us going about to charge his Peece, the women and 
children through feare to see them take up his Peece, ran 
away, and could not be pacified, till he bid it downc 
againe, who afterward were better informed by our Inler· 
preler. Mass:asoyt being come, wee discharged our 
Peeces, and saluted him, who after their manner kindly 
weleommed us, and tooke us in to his house, and sel us 
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downe by him, where having delivered our Message and 
Presents, and having put the Coat on his backe, and the 
Chaine about his necke, hee was not a little proud to 
behold himselfe, and his men also to see their King so 
bravely attired. For answere to our Message, he told 
us we were welcome, and he would gladly continue that 
Peace and Friendship which was betweene him and us: 
and for his mcn they should no morc pester us as they 
had done: Also, that hee would send to Paomet, and 
would helpe us with Corne for Seed, according to our 
request. 

This being done, his men gathered neere unto him, 
to whom hee turned himselfc, and made a great Speech; 
they sometime interposing, and as it werc, confirming 
and aprlauding him in that he said. The meaning 
whereo was (as fiure as wee could learne) thus; Was 
not hee Massasoyt Commander of the Countrey about 
them? Was not such a Towne his and the people of it? 
and should they not bring their skins unto us. After 
this manner, he named at least thirtie places, and their 
answere was as aforesaid to every one: so that as it was 
delightfull, it was tedious unto us. This being ended, 
he righted Tobacco for us, and fell to discoursing of 
England, and of the Kings Majestie, marvelling that hee 
would live without a Wife. Also hee talked of the 
Frenchmen, bidding us not to suffer them to come to 
Narohiganset, for it was King James his Countrey, and 
he also was King James his man. Late it grew, but 

RDJI1I1 Wfr_ victualls he offered none; for indeed he had not any, 
taillm,."f. being he came so newly home. So we desired to goe to 

rest: hee laid us on the bed with himselfe and his wife, 
they at the one end and wee at the other, it being onely 
plankes laid a foot from the ~round, and a thinne Mat 
upon them. Two more of his chiefe men for want of 
roome pressed by and upon us; so that wee were worse 
wearie of our lodging then of our journey. 

The next day being Thursday, many of thei r Sachmis, 
or pettie Governours came to see us, and many of their 

340 



\ ItJ 1 \ lIn' 01 1'1' !l1C)l f II 

1 II," II q \I,f t I, tl fl' ,,_ f , 
,I ~k 1\~ ~nd "' MIH I hrtr ~r ha lrt ... t 

.... 'In Ih(m f r ~j. fl. but thq r 
tiC'r'fl(U 

'" 11 h 11 <111, I I, ~! I, , 

il Ir "i.lll ca , 
,'1<1' be hold I t 

lI<' 11~' and 'cl1t! 11,(~f 
('f'C' ~rl(:11 lea t !t'r l( trd l.~ r-c It'll 

te (I~r!n 111 '~.ak r}',..c hat! In 1. 
M II lind a d:ll\ Iolld had rH 1 (lnr (t u bDu .hl 
Pil1otrld.J:r .... ( aJ takeh \.Ir J "I n \ 
I ~lJnatc hee v.a to h.i\t: d t:q .. 'I 

• 

B-.zl v.ee drwt"d ,. hef'{ 'he "lIlbith;;ll.h r ,Hui (, .. ltd 
\\ cot" h uld rll hn brr hj. hI headed (, \I ;tnl 'f kept 1 

"full \C"uh lad Judglnf' Ih, ... .1'a~1;" 'arba, \I f'I:¥ ft# 
(1 r thq us( 10 111 'ht" ><hn .. 1nrc) J aM i {~. 
\\:thm doorr ~IJd .'\1ud .. rc!p( .... lln' \.11. 'IHe"' alJ .t .. ,,~h 
ItlOre :ioU th" !JmC" d our bellI Ihrrt .... t w.h Ic,ann 

Ih,! l( .... r :o.hol,lld ... rs, :ll'n Inn~ u, \\c I>hl uld tJ , I'o:r ilt lo: 
10 rO::"\tr home l"r \\:1111 (,I t..trcllf!lh ~ (hllt 011 thr 
fnda) mc.rn1ll.l! bd .. rt" ~un ralJllj:!. \l.e-c t ke (lur laH 
:and depuTed. !\h. 'j (" ht"tn~ In ~ne\ t"d atld ,1 tun cJ. 
thai he could nO I ht"!\Cl tltlcl!:lH1c \l~ > ~lId r["U'lJUl~ 
l l~uantum 10 "("Ild n-I m p!a~e lu place In 1\1"0.;1..11[" IruCl..e 
for U1>: and :lrpouItUl,l! ':lIlolhcr, alkJ I ¢k.1l1nh.tmon Jlo 
nu. r\.:lce. ,"hom we had j'lund (.I11h(ull hcfMt' ':lIId JhCf 
UI'011 :1.\1 {)Cc.:Hl<ln~ 

T H c clt"\<;:111h l.f .rUIlt" We t-cl junh 1U\\.:\rJ ."101 1..1.,,,. Ihe­
wcather bt:lnl} vcr)' foure' hut c~ '"' had bw llllll! 

;at ~a. there arobC a ~Itlrn\e (If \\llldc lnd r"lIle, \\llh 
much liphlnlllg, tnu thunder. lII'oOmuch th;tt ~ I'llUI fl.J"l,lM' 

not fa.rrc (rom us; bUI ( ,ud he pr.t'~cd, II .!Ilrnlll,'! lUll!!, 
and we rut III that Ill!!h! (ur 1 brbour III l pb.:C" clilcJ 
Cummaql,ljd. where; We h:ad ..eIme- hul'c I,) nudc tnt" Bo\" 
Two ~IlVIlg-c;t were ill tht B lla t With us, til( one \\.1' 

Tisquan\um our Interrrclt"r, Ih(" (llhcr Tok!lffi:lh5tnoJll, .1 

l ~ I 

.,. 
, " 

~.-

I" 
'" 

..I1,,@ 
a.e..rl,lrI,· __ ,.,01 

1.. ... ~:.- ~ 
, •. ,,~,I 

.. B" ....,t.... 
1..-< .. ,. 

Ht II .. , 
..,u .. J. I 

~o ,b ... ,:" 
~, .. ,.., 
}',,"£I 



A.D. 

1622. 

ROyl1l1l11t~r_ 

fl1inment. 

PURCHAS HIS PILGRHIES 

downe by him, where having del~vered our Message and 
Presents, and having put the Coat on his backe, and the 
Chaine about his necke, hee was not a Little proud to 
behold himselfe, and his men also to see their King so 
bravely attired. For answere to our Message, he told 
us we were welcome, and he would gladly continue that 
Peace and Friend~hip which was betweene him and us: 
and for his men they should no more pester us as they 
had done: Also, that hee would send to Paomet, and 
would helpe us with Corne for Seed, according to our 
request. 

This being done, his men gathered neere unto him, 
to whom hee turned himselfe, and made a great Speech; 
they sometime interposing, and as it were, confirming 
and applauding him in that he said. The meaning 
whereof was (as farre as wee could learne) thus; Was 
not hee Massasoyt Commander of the Countrey about 
them? Was not such a Towne his and the people of it? 
and should they not bring their skins unto us. After 
this manner, he named at least thirtie places, and their 
answere was as aforesaid to everyone: so that as it was 
delightfull, it was tedious unto us. This being ended, 
he lighted Tobacco for us, and fell to discoursing of 
England, and of the Kings Majestie, marvelling that hee 
would live without a Wife . Also hee talked of the 
Frenchmen, bidding us not to suffer them to come to 
Narohiganset, for it was King James his Countrey, and 
he also was King James his man. Late it grew, but 
victualls he offered none; for indeed he had not any, 
being he came so newly home. So we desired to goe to 
rest: hee laid us on the bed with himselfe and his wife, 
they at the one end and wee at the other, it being ondy 
plankes laid a foot from the ~round, and a thinne Mat 
upon them. Two more of hIS chiefe men for want of 
roome pressed by and upon us; so that wee were worse 
wearie of our lodging then of our journey. 

The next day being Thursday, many of their Sachmis, 
or pettie Governours came to see us, and many of their 
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speciall friend. It being night before we came 10, wee 
Anchored in the middest of the Bay, where we were dry 
at a low water. In the morning we espied Savages seeking 
Lobsters, and sent our two Interpreters to speake with 
them, the channell being betweene them; where they 
told them what we were, and for what we were come, 
willing them not at all to feare us, for we would not hurt 
them. Their answere was, that the Boy was well, but he 
was at Nauset; yet since wee were there they desired us 
to come ashoare and eate with them: which as soone as 
our Boate floated we did: and went sixe ashoare, having 
foure pledges for them in the Boate. They brought us 
to their Sachim or Governour, whom they call Iyanough, 
a man not exceeding twenty six yeares of age, but very 
personable, gentle courteous, and faire conditioned, 
indeede not like a Savage, save for his attyre: his enter­
tainment was answerable to his parts, and his cheare 
plentifull and various. 

One thing was very grievous unto us at this place: 
There was an old "Voman, whom wee judged to be no 
lesse then an hundred yeares old, which came to see us 
because shee never saw English, yet could not behold 
us without breaking forth into great passion, weeping and 
crying excessively. We demanding the reason of it, they 
told us, she had three Sannes, who when Master Hunt 
was in these parts, went aboard his Ship to trade with 
him, and he carried them Captives into Spaine (for 
Tisquantum at that time was carried away also) by which 
meanes shee was deprived of the comfort of her children 
in her old age. We told them wee were sorry that any 
Englishman should give them thut offence, that Hunt 
was a bad man, and that all the English that heard of :t 
condemned him for the same; but for us, we would not 
offer them any such injury, though it would gaine us 
all the Skins in the Countrie. So we gave her some small 
trifles, which somewhat appeased her. 

After dinner we tooke Boate for Nauset, Iyanough and 
two of his mcn accompanying us. Ere we came to 
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N:lUset, the day and t ide were almost spent) in so much 
as we could not gee in with our Shallop: but the Sachim 
or Governour of Cummaquid went ashoare and his men 
with him, we also sent Tisquantum to tell Aspinet the 
Sachim of Nauset, wherefore we came. After Sunset 
Aspine! came with 3. great traine, and brought the Boy 
with him, one bearing him throll@'h the water: he had 
not lesse then an hundred with hWl, the halfe whereof 
came to the Shallop side unarmed with him, the other 
st'.>od aloofe with their Bowe and Arrowes. T here he 
delivered us the Bar, behung with Beade ~. and made 
peace wIth us, wee bestowing a Knife on him, and like­
wise on another that first entertained the Boy :md brought 
him thither. So they departed from us. 

Here we understood that the Narrohigansets had 
spoyled some of Massasoyts men, and t.tken him. This 
strucke some feare in us, because the Colony was Sf) 

weak ely guarded, the strength thereof being abroad: But 
we set fo rth with resolution to make the best haste home 
we could; yet the winde being contrary. h3ving scarce 
any fresh water left, and at least sixteene leagues home, 
we put in againe for the shoare. There we met 3gaine 
with Iyanough the Sachim of Cummaquid, and the most 
of his Towne, both men, women and children with him. 
H cc being still willing to gratifie us, tooke a runlet and 
led our men in the darke a great way for water, but co uld 
finde none good; yet brought such as there was on his 
necke with them. In the meane time the women joyned 
hand in hand, singing and dancing before the Shallop. the 
men also shewing all the kindenesse they could, Iyanough 
himselfe taking a Bracelet from about his necke, and 
hanging it upon one of us. By Gods providence we 
came sa fely home that night. 
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Chap. V. 
Good newes from New England: Or, A Relation 

of things remarkeable in that Plantation; 
written by E. Winslow and here abbreviated. 

good Ship called the Fortune, which 
in the Moneth of November ,621. 
(blessed be God) brought us a r.ew supply 
of five and thirty persons, was not long 
departed our Coast, ere the Great people 
of Narohigganset, which are reported to 
be many thousands strong, began to 

breath forth many threats against us, notwithstanding 
their desired and obtained peace with us in the fore-going 
Summer. Insomuch as the common talke of our neighbour 

[ IV. x. Indians on all sides was of the preparation they made to 
1854·1 come against us, In reason, a man would thinke they 

should have now more cause to feare us than before our 
supply came: but though none of them were present, 
yet understanding by others that they neither brou~ht 
Armes nor other provisions with them, but wholly relied 
on us, it occasioned them to sleight and br:J.ve us with 

S"da li-i1f so many threats as they did. At length came one of 
dtjil11fu. them to us, who was sent by Conavacus their chiefe 

Sachim or King, accompanied with one Tokamahamon a 
friendly Indian. This Messenger inquired for Tisquan­
tum our Interpreter, who not being at home seemed rather 
to be glad then sorry, and leaving for him a bundle of 
new Arrowes lapped in a rattle Snakes skinne, desired to 
depart with all expedition. 

When Tisquantum returned, and the Arrowes were 
delivered, and the manner of the Messengers cariage 
related, he signified to the Governour, that to send die 
rattle Snakes ski nne in that manner, imported enmitie, 
and that it was no better then a challenge. Hereupon, 
after some deliberation, the Governour stuffed tbe skin 
with Powder and Shot, and sent it backe, returning no 

344 



GOOD XEI\'S FnO~ 1 ?'£I\' ENGLAXn AD. 
1611. 

le~S1: defiance to COllavacu~, assuring him if he had 
StuFPlng now present thereby to <:end his men to 
Narohif!g-:tnset (the place of his abode) they should not 
neede to come so farre br Land to us: yet withall, shewing 
that ther should ncvc=r come unwelcome or unlooked for. 
This mes$3.ge W:l!; sent by :In Indian, and delivered in 
such sort, 3S it was no smalJ terrour to this Savage King, 
insomuch as he would not once touch the Powder and 
ShO!, or suffer It to SI:!.}' in his House or Countrie. 
\Vhereupon the Messenger refusing it, another tooke it 
up, and having beene posted from place to place a long 
time, at length came whole backe agaille. 

In the meane time, knowing OUf awne weakenesse , 
nonnthstandjng our high words"'and loftie lookes towards 
them, and still lying open to aU casualty, having as ret 
(under God) no other defence then our Armes, we thought 
it most needfull to impale our Towne, which with aU Tllf<'Ilt 

expedition we accomplished in the moneth of February. impa/rJ. 
and some few dayes, taking in the top of the H ill under 
which our Towne is seated, making foure Bulwarkes or 
jetties without the ordinary circuit of the Pale, from 
whence we could defend the whole Towne: In three 
whereof are Gates, and the fourth in time to be. This 
being done, Captaine Standish divided our strength into 
foure squadrons or companies, appointing whom he 
thought most fit to have command of each: And at a 
generall Muster or Training, appointed each his place, 
gave each his Company, givmg them charge upon every 
alarum to resort to their Leaders to their appointed place, 
and in his absence, to be commanded and directed by 
them. That done according to his order, each drew his 
Company to his appointed place for defence, and there 
together discharged their Muskets. After which they 
brought their new Commanders to their houses, where 
againe they graced them with their shot, and so departed. 
Fearing also least the enemy at any time should take 
any advantage by firing our houses, Captaine Standish 
appointed a certaine Company, that whensoever they saw 

345 



A.D. 

1622. 
PURCHAS HIS P ILGRIMES 

or heard fire to be cryed in the Towne, should onely betake 
themselves to their Armes, and should inclose the house 
or place so indangered, and stand aloofe on their guard, 
with their backes towards the fi re, to prevent trechery, 
if any were in that kinde intended. If the fire were in 
any of the houses of this guard, they were then freed 
from it, but not otherwise, without speciall command. 

Long before this time we promised the people of 
Massachuset in the beginning of March to come unto 
them, and trade for their Funes, which being then come, 
we began to make preparation for that Voyage. In the 
meane time, an Indian, called Hobbamocke, who still 
lived in the Towne) told us, that he feared the 
Massachusets or Massachuseuks (for they so called the 
people of that place) were joyned in confederacie with 
the Narohigganneucks, or people of Narohigganset, and 
that they therefore would take this opportunity to cut off 
Captaine Standish and his Company abroad: but howso­
ever in the meane time, it was to be feared that the 
Narohigganeuks would assault the Towne at home) giving 
many reasons for his jealousie, as also that Tisquantum 
was in the confederacy) who we should finde wouJd use 
many perswasions to draw us from our Shallops to the 
Indians houses for their better advantage. 

Notwithstanding the forenamed Captaine with ten men, 
accompanied with Tisquantum and Hobbamocke, set 
forwards (or the Massachusets: but we had no sooner 
turned the point of the Harbour, caIled the Gurnets nose 
(where being becalmed we let fall our grapnell, to set 
things to rights, and prepare to row) but there came an 
Indian of Tlsquantums family, running to certaine of our 
people that were from home with all eagernesse) having 
his face wounded, and the bloud still fresh on the same, 
calling to them to repaire home, oft looking behinde 
him, as if some others had him in chase) saying that a[ 

Namaschet (a Towne some fifteene miles from us) there 
were many of the N3rohigg:tnsets, Massassowat our 
supposed friend; and Conb3t3nt our feared enemy, with 
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many others, with a resolution to take advantage on the 
present opportunity, to assault the Towne in the Captaines 
absence, affirming that hee received the wound in his 
face for speaking in our behalfe, and by sleight escaped, 
looking oft backward, as if he suspected them to be at 
hand. This he affirmed againe to the Governour, where~ 
upon he gave command that three peece of Ordnance 
should be made ready and discharged, to the end that if 
wee were not out of hearing, we might returne 
thereat. \Vhich we no sooner heard, but we repaired 
homeward with al1 convenient speede, arming our 
selves, and making all in readinesse to fight. When 
wee entred thc Harbour, we saw the Towne likewise on 
their guard, whither we hasted with all convenient speede. 
The newes being made knowne unro us, H obbamock said 
flatly that it was false, assuring us of Massassowats faith­
fulnesse; howsoever he presumed he would never have 
undertaken any such act without his privitie, himselfe 
being a Pinse, that is, one of his chiefe Champions or men 
of valour, it being the manner amongst them nOt to 
undertake such enterprises without the advice and furthcr­
ance of men of that ranke. 

The Governour caused H obbamock to send his wife 
with all privacie to Puckanokick, the chiefe place of 
M assassowats residence (pretending other occasions) there 
to informe her selfe, and so us, of the right state of 
things. When she came thither, and saw aU things quiet, 
and that no such matter was or had beene intended, she 
told M assassowat what had hapned at Plimoth (by them 
called Patuxet) which when he understood, he was much 
offended at the carriage of Tisquantum, returning many 
thankes to the Governour fo r his good thoughts of him; 
and assuring him, that according to their first Articles of 
peace, hee would send word and give warn ing when any 
such businesse was towards. 

T hus by degrees we bega n to discover T isqua ntum, 
whose ends were onely to make himselfe great in the eyes 
of his Country-men, by meanes of hi s neerenesse and 
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favour with us, not caring who fell, so he stood. 10 
generall, his course was to persw:.tde them hee could lead 
us to peace or warre at his pleasure, and would oft threaten 
the Indians, sending them word in a private manner, we 
were intended shortly to kill them, that thereby he might 
get gifts to himselfe to worke their peace, insomuch as 
they had him in greater esteeme then many of their 
5achims; yea, they themselves sought to him, who 
promised them peace in respect of us; yea, and protection 
also, so as they would resort to him. So that whereas 
divers were wont to relye on Massassowat for protection, 
and resort to his abode, now they began to leave him, and 
seeke after Tisquantum. But when we understood his 
dealings, we certified all the Indians of our ignorance and 
innocency therein, assuring them till they begun with us, 
they should have no cause to feare. And if any hereafter 
should raise any such reports. they should punish them 
as liers and seekers of their and our disturbance, which 
gave the Indians good satisfaction on all sides. 

After this we proceeded in our Voyage to the 
Massachusets, where we had good store of Trade and 
(blessed be God) returned in safety, though driven from 
before our Towne in great danger and extremity of 
weather. At our returne, we found Massassowat at the 
Plantation, who made his seeming just Apologie fo r all 
former matters of accusation, being much offended and 
inraged against T isquantum, whom the Governour pacified 
as much as he could for the present. But not long after 
his departure, he sent a Messenger to the Governour, 
intreating him to give way to the death of Tisquantum. 
who had so much abused him. But the Governour 
answered; Although he had deserved to dye both in 
respect of him and us; yet for our sakes he desired he­
would spare him, and the r:tther because without him he 
knew not well how to understand himsel fe, or any other­
the Indians. With this answer the Messenger returned, 
but came againe not long after, accompanied with divers 
others, demanding him from Massassowat their Ml1s t~r. 
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:1.5 being olle of his subje~ts, whom by our first Articles 
of peace we could not ret,lIne: ret because hee would not 
willingly doe it without the Governors approbation, 
offered him many Bevers skins for his consent thereto, 
saying, that according to their manner, their Sachim had 
sent his owne Knife, and therewith, to cut off his head 
and hands, and brmg them to him. To which the 
Governour answered; It was not the manner of the 
Engl.ish to sell mens lives at a price, but when they had 
deserved justly to die, to give them their reward, and 
therefore refused their Beavers as a gift: but sent for 
Tisquantum, who though he knew their intent, yet offered 
not to flye, but came and accused H obbamocke as the 
author and worker of his overthrow; reelding himselfe 
to the Governour to be sent or not according as he thought 
meere. But at the instant, when our Governour was 
ready to deliver him into the hands of his Executioners, 
a Boare was seene at Sea to crosse before our T owne, and 
full behinde a head-land not farre off; whereupon, having 
heard many rumours of the French, and not knowing 
whether there were any combination betweene the Savages 
and (hem, the Governour told the Indians, he would first 
know what Boate that was ere he would deliver him into 
their custody. But being mad with rage, and impatient 
at delay, they departed in great heate. 

Here let me not omit one notable (though wicked) 
practise of this Ti squantum, who to the end he might 
possesse his Countrimen with the greater feare of us, and 
so consequently of himselfe, told them we had the plague 
buried in our store-house, wh ich at our pleasure we could 
send forth to what place or people we would, and destroy 
them therewith, though wee stirred not from home. Being 
upon the forenamed brabbles sent for by the Governour 
to this place, where H obbamock was & some other of us, 
the ground being broke in the middest of the house 
(whereunder cettaine barrels of Powder were buried, 
though unknowne to him) H obbamock asked him what 
it meant? T o whom he readily answered; T hat was the 
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place wherein the plague was buried, whereof he formerly 
told him and others. After this Hobbamock asked one 
of our people whether such a thing were, and whether we 
had such command of it? Who answered no; But the 
God of the English had it in store, and could send it 
at his pleasure to the destruction of his and our enemies. 

This was, as I take it, about the end of May. 162'2. 
At which time our store of victuals was wholly spent, 
having lived long before with a bare and short allowance: 
The reason was, that supply of men before mentioned, 
which came so unprovided, not landing so much as a 
barrell of Bread or Meale for their whole Company, but 
contrariwise received from us for their Ships store home­
ward. Neither were the setters forth thereof altogether 
to be blamed therein, but rather certaine amongst our 
selves, who were too prodigall in their writing and report­
ing that plenty we enjoyed. But that I may remme. 

This Boate proved to be a Shallop that belonged to a 
fishing Ship, called the Sparrow, set forth b7 Master 
Thomas Weston, late Merchant and Citizen a London, 
which brought six or seven passengers at his charge, that 
should before have beene landed at our Plantation, who 
also brought no more provision for the present then served 
the Boats gang for their returne to the Ship, which made 
her Voyage at a place calJed Damarins Cove, neere Mun­
higgen, some forty leagues from us North-east-ward; 
about which place there fished above thirty saile of Ships, 
and whither my selfe was imployed by our Governour, 
with orders to take up such victuals as the Shippes could 
spare; where I found kinde entertainment and good 
respect, with a willingnesse to supply our wants: But 
being not able to spare that quantity I required, by reason 
of the necessitie of some amongst themselves, whom they 
supplied before my comming, wouJd not take any Bils 
fat the same, but did what they could freely, wishing their 
store had beene such as they might in greater measure 
have expressed their owne love, and suppfied our necessi­
ties, for which they sorrowed, provoking one another to 
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lh~ utmost of their abibtie: which although It werc not 
much amongst so many people as were at the Plantation, 
yet through the provident and discrcete care ?f the 
Govcrnouf!:, recovered and preserved strength till OUf 

ownc crop on the ground was ready. 
Having dispatched there, I returned home with all 

s~ede con,"enient, where I found the state of the Colony 
much weaker then when 1 left it: for til now we were 
never without some Bread, the want whereof much abated 
the strength and flesh of some, and swelled others. But 
here it may be said, if the Countrcy abound with Fish 
and Fowle in such measure :IS is reported, how could 
men undergoe such measure of hardnesse, except through 
their awne negligence? I answere: Every thing mu~t 
be expected in its proper season. No man, as olle said, 
will goe into an Orchard in the \Vinter to gather Cherries: 
so he that lookes for Fowle there in the Summer, will be 
deceived in his expectation. The time they continue i!l 
plenty with us, is from the beginning of October to the 
end of March: but these extremities befell us in May 
and J une . I confesse, that as the Fowle decrease, so Fish 
Increase. And indeede their exceeding abundance was a 
great cause of increasing our wants. For though our 
Bay and Creekes were fUll of Basse, and other fish, yet 
for want of fit and strong Saynes, and other netting, they 
for the most part brake thorow and carried all away before 
them. And though the Sea were full of Cod, ),et we Iud 
neither tackling nor harseis for our Shallops. And 
indeede had we not beene in a place where divers SOrtS of 
Shel-fish are that may be taken with the hand, we must 
have perished, unlesse God had raised some unknowne 
or extraordinary meanes for our preservation. 

In the t ime of these streits (indeede before my going 
[Q M un hig/?en) the I ndians began againe to cast forth 
man)' insultlllg speeches, glorying in our weaken esse, and 
g iving out how easie it would be ere long to cu t us off . 
Now also Massassowat seemed to fTowne on us, and 
neither came or sent to us as formerly . T hese th ings 
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Governours permission, though on their parts undeserved, 
whom our Surgeon by the helpe of God recovered gratis 
for them, and they fetched home, :lS occasion served . 
They had not beene long from us, ere the Indians filled 
our C:lres with clamours against them, for stealing their 
Corne, and other abuses conceived by them. At which 
we grieved the more, because the same men, in mine owne 
hearing. had beene I!:lrnest in perS'ovading Captaine 
Standish, before thei r camming to solicite our Governour 
to send some of his men to plant by them, alledging many 
reasons how it might be commodious for us. But wee 
knew no meanes to redresse those abuses, save rcpro)(c, 
and advising them to better walking, as occasion served. 

In the end of August came other two Ships into our 
harbour, the one (as I take it) was calJed the Discoverie, 
Captaine Jones having the command thereof, the other 
was that Ship of Master Westons, called the Sparrow, 
which had now made her Voyage of Fish, and was con-
SOrted with the other, being both bound for Virginia. Of 
Captaine Jones we furnished our selves of such provisions 
as we most needed, and he could best spare, who as he 
used us kindely, so made us pay largely for the things we 
had. And had not the Almighty, in his All-ordering 
Providence, directed him to us, it would have gone worse 
with us, then ever it had beene, or after was: for, as we 
had now but small store of Corne for the yeere following: 
so for want of supply, we were warne out of aU manner 
of trucking-stuffe, not having any meanes left to helpe 
our selves by trade; but tnrough Gods good mercy 
towards us, hee had wherewith, and did supply our wants 
on that kinde competently. 

In the end of September, or beginning of October, 
Master Westons biggest Ship cal!ed the Charitie, returned 
for England, and left their Colony suffi ciently victualled, 
as some of most credi t amongst them reported. The 
lesser, called the Swan, remained with his Colony for their 
further helpe. At wh ich time they desired to jayne in 
partnership with us to trade for Corne; to whi ch our 
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Governour and his Assistant agreed upon such equall 
conditions, as were drawne and confirmed becweene them 
and us. The chiefe places aimed at were to the Southward 
of Cape Cod, and the more because Tisquantum, whose 
peace before this time was wrought with Masassowat, 
undertooke to discover unto us that supposed, and still 
hoped passage within the Sholes. 

Both Colonies beins- thus agreed, our Governour in 
his owne person supphed the Captaines place, and in the 
month of November set forth, having Tisquantum for his 
Interpreter and Pilot, who affirmed he had twice passed 
within the Sholes of Cape Cod, both with English and 
French. Neverthelesse, they went so mrre with him, as 
the Master of the Ship saw no hope of passage: but being 
(as he thought) in danger, bare up, and according to 
Tisquantums directions, made for an harbour not farre 
from them, at a place called Manamoycke, which they 
found, and so\Jnding it with their Shallop found the 
channell, though but narrow and crooked, where at length 
they harboured the Ship. Here they perceived that the 
Tide set in and out with more violence at some other 
place more Southerly, which they had not seene nor could 
discover, by reason of the violence of the season all the 
time of their abode there. Some judged the entrance 
thereof might be beyond the Sholes, but there is no 
certainty thereof as yet knowne. Th:l.t night the 
Governour accompanied with others, having Tisquantum 
for his Interpreter went ashoare: At first the Inhabitants 
pl:tied least in sight, because none of our people had ever 
beene there before; but understanding the ends of their 
comming, at length came to them, wekomming our 
Governour according to their Savage manner, refreshing 
them very well with store of Venison and other victu:l.ls 
which they brought them in great abundance, promising 
to trade with tnem, with a seeming gbdnesse of the 
occasion: yet their joy was mixed with much jealousie, 
as appeared by their after practices: for at first they were 
loath their dwellings should be knowne, but when they 

'54 



GOOD NE WS FRO~ I NE W El(G L'\l'Il) 

saw our Governours resolution to stay on [he shoare ::r.1l 
night, they brought him to their houses, having firS[ 
convaied all their sruffe to a remote place, not farre from 
the same, which one of our men walking forth occasionally, 
c=spied; whereupon, on the sudden, neither it nor they 
couJd he found, and so many times after upon conce ived 
occasions, they would be alJ gone, bag and baggage. But 
being afterwards (by Tisquantums meanes) better per. 
swaded, they left their jealousie and traded with them; 
where they got eight hogsheads of Corne and Beanes, 
though the people were but few. This gave OU f 

Governour and the Company good encouragement. 
Tisquantum being still confident in the passage, and the 
Inhabitants affirming, they had seene Ships of good 
burthen passe within the Sholes aforesaid. But here, 
though they had determined to make a second assar, 
yet God had otherwaies disposed, who strucke Tisquantum 
with sicknesse, in SO much as he there died, which crossed 
their Southward trading, and the more, because the 
Masters sufficiency was much doubted, and the season 
very tempestuous, and not fit to goe upon discovery, 
having no guide to direct them. 

From thence they departed, and the winde being faire 
for the Massachusets, went thither, and the rather because 
the Savages upon our motion bad planted much Corne 
for us, which they promised not long before that time. 
When they came thither, they found a great sicknesse to 
be amongst the Tndians, not unlike the Plague, jf not 
the same. They renued their complaints to our Gover­
nour, against that other Plantation seated by them, for 
their injurious walking. But indeede the trade both for 
Furres and Corne was overthrowne in that place, they 
giving as much for a quart of Corne, as we used to doe 
for a Beavers skin; so that little ~ood could be there 
done. From thence they returned lnto the bonome of 
the Bay of Cape Cod, to a place called Nauset, where 
the Sachim used the Governour very kindely, and where 
they bought eight or ten hogsheads of Corne and Beanes. 
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Also at a place called Mattachiest, where they had like 
kinde entertainment and Corne also. During the time 
of their trade in these places, there were so great and 
violent stormes, as the Ship was much endangered, and 
our Shallop cast away, so that they had now no meanes 
to carry the Corne aboard that they had bought, the Ship 
riding by their report well neere two leagues from the 
same, her owne Boate being small, and so leake (having 
no Carpenter with them) as they durst scarce fetch wood 
or W:1ter in her. Hereupon the Governour caused the 
Corne to be made in a round stacke, and bought Mats, 
::nd cut Sedge to cover it, and gave charge to the Indians 
not to meddle with it, promising him that dwelt next to 
it a reward, if he would keepe vermine also from it, which 
he undertookc, and the Sachim promised to make good. 
In the meane time, according to the Governors request, 
the Sachim scnt men to seek the Shallop, which they found 
buried almost in sand at a high-water marke, having many 
things rem:1ining in her, but unserviceable for the present; 
whereof the Governour gave the Sachim speciall charge 
th:1t it should not be further broken. And having pro­
cured a Guide, it being no lesse then fjftie miles to our 
Plantation, set forward, receiving all respect that could be 
from the Indians in his journey, and came safely home, 
though weary :1nd surbated, whether some three dayes 
after the Ship also came. The Corne being divided which 
they had got, Master Westons Company went to their 
owne Plantation, it being further agreed, that they should 
returne with :111 convenient speedc, and bring their 
Carpenter, th:1t they might fetch the rest of the Corne, 
:1nd save their Shallop. 

At their rcturne Captaine Standish being recovered and 
in health, tooke another Shallop, and went with them to 
the Corne, which they found in safety as they left it: 
also they mended the other Shallop, and got all their 
Corne aboard the Ship. This was in January, as I take 
it, it being very cold and stormy, insomuch as (the harbour 
being none of the best) they were constrained to cut both 
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the Shallops from the Ships stern e, and so lost them both 
:l second lime. But the storme being over, and seeking 
out, they found them both, not having received any g reat 
hurt. \Vhilest they were at Nauset, having occasion to 
lye on the shoare, laying theIr Shallop in a Creeke not 
farre from them, an Indian came into the same, and stole 
certaine Beads, Cissers, and others trifles out of the same, 
which when the Captaine missed, he tooke certaine of 
his company with him, and went to the Sachim, telling 
him what had hapned, and requiring the same againe. or 
the puty that stole them (who was knowne to cenaine 
of the Indians) or else he would revenge it on them before 
his departure, and so looke leave for that night being late, 
refu sing whatsoever kindnesse they offered. On the 
morrow, the 5achim came to their randevow, accompanied 
with many men, in a stately manner, who saluting the 
Captaine in this wise; H e thrust out his tongue, that 
one might see the roote thereof, and there with licked 
his hand 1T0m the wrist to the fingers end, withatl bowing 
the knee, striving to imi tate the English gesture, being 
instructed therein formerly by T isquantum: his men did 
the like, but in SO rude and Savage a manner, as our men 
could scarce forbeare to breake out in open laughter. 
After salutation, he delivered the Beads, and other things 
to the Captaine, saying, he had much beaten the party 
for doing it, causing the women to make Bread, and 
bring them, according to their desire, seeming to be very 
sorry for the fac t, but glad to be reconciled. So they 
departed, and came home in safety; where the Corne was 
equally divided, as before. 

A .D • 
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After this, the Governour went to two other inland 
Townes, with another Company, and bought Corne like~ 
wise of them, the one is calJed Namasket, the other NllmllJltI. 

Manomet. That from Namasket was brought home Ma" ,mN. 
partly by Ind ian women; but a great sicknesse arising 
amongst them, our owne men were inforced to fetch home 
the rest. That at Manomet the Governour left in the 
Sachims custody: this T owne lieth from us South well 
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neere twenty miles) and stands u~on a fresh RIver, which 
runneth into the Bay of Narohlgganset, and cannot be 
Jesse then sixty miles from thence. It wiU beare a Boat 
of eight or ten tun to this place. Hither the Dutch, or 
French, or both use to come. It is from hence to the Bay 
of Cape Cod about eight miles; out of which Bay it 
Howeth into a Creeke some six miles almost direct towards 
the Towne. The heads of the River, and this Creeke, 
are not farre distant. Th is River yeeldeth thus high, 
Oysters, Muscles, Clams, and other Shel-fisb, one in shape 
like a Beane, another like a Clam, both good. meate, and 
great abundance at all times; besides it aboundeth with 
divers sorts of fresh fish in their seasons. The Governour 
or Sachim of this place, was called Canacum, who had 
formerly, as well as many others (yea all with whom as 
yet we had to doe) acknowledged themselves the Subjects 
of our Soveraigne Lord the King. This Sacrum used 
the Governour very kindely, and it seemed was of good 
respect and authority amon~st the Indians. For whilest 
the Governour was there Within night in bitter weather, 
came two men from Manamoick, before spoken of, and 
having set aside their Bowes and Qgivers, according to 
their manner, sat down by the fire, and tocke a pipe of 
Tobacco, not using any words in that time, nor any other 
to them, but all remained silent, expecting when they 
would speake: At length they looked toward C2nacum, 
and one of them made a short speech, and delivered a 
present to him from his Sachim, which was a basket of 
T obacco, and many Beades, which the other received 
thankfully. After which, he made a long speech to him, 
the contents hereof was related to us by Hobbamock (who 
then accompanied the Governour for his Guide) to be lI.S 

followeth; It hapned that two of their men fell out as 
they were in game (for they use gamin~ as much as any 
where, and will play aW:lY all, even their skin from their 
backs, yea :lnd for their wives skins also, though it rna)' 
be they :lre many miles distant from them, as my stlk 
have scene) and growing to great heat, the one killed the 
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other. The actor of this fact was a Powah, one of speciall 
note amongst them, and such an one as they could not well 
misse, yet another people greater then themselves threatned 
them with warre, if they would not put him to death. 
The partie offending was in hold, neither would their 
Sachim doe one way or other till thei r rcturne, resting 
upon him for advice and furtherance in so weightie a 
matter. After this there was silence a short time i at 
length men gave their judgement what they thought best. 
Amongst others, he asked Hobbamock what he thought? 
Who answered, he was but a stranger to them, but thought 
it was better that one should die then many, since he had 
deserved it, and the rest were innocent; whereupon he 
passed the sentence of death upon him. 

Not long after (having no great quanti tie of Corne left) 
Captaine Standish went againe with a Shallop to Matta­
chiest, meeting also with the like extremitie of weather, 
both of windc, Snow, and Frost, insomuch as they were 
frozen in the harbour the first night they entted the same. 
H ere they pretended their wonted love, and spared them 
a good quanti tie of Corne to confirme the same: Strangers 
also came to this place, pretending onely to see him and 
his Companie, whom they never saw before that time, 
but in tending to jayne with the rest to kill them, as after 
appeared. But being forced through extremitie to lodge 
in their houses, whicb they much pressed, God possessed 
the heart of the Captaine with just jealousie) giving strait 1m' jfl1/oUJi(. 
command, that as one part of his Com panic slept, the rest 
should wake, declaring some things to them which he 
understood) whereof he could make no good construction. 
Some of the Indians spying a fit opportunitie, stole some 
Heades also from him, which he no sooner perceived, 
having not above six men with him, drew them all from 
the Boat, and set them on their guard about the 5achims 
house, where the most of the people were, threatning to 
fall upon them without further delay, if they would not 
forthwi th restore them, signifying to the 5achim especially, 
and so to them all, that as he would not offer the least 
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injuric, so he would not receive any at their hands, which 
should escape without punishment or due satisfaction. 
H ereupon the Sachim bestirred him to finde out the 
partie, which when he had done, caused him to returne 
them againc to the Shallop, and came to the Captaine, 
desiring him to search whether they were not about the 
Boat, who suspecting their knaverie, sent onc, who found 
them lying openly upon the Boats cuddy; yet to appease 
his anger, they brought Corne afresh to trade, insomuch 
as he laded his Shallop, and so departed. This accident 
so daunted their courage, as they durst not attempt any 
thing against him. So that through the good mercy and 
providence of God they returned in safetie. At this 

Oil/it Summlt" Flace the Indians get abundance of Basse both Summer 
and W;nltr. and Winter, for it being now February they abounded 

with them. 
In the beginning of March, having refreshed himselfe, 

he tooke a Shallop, and went to Manomet, to fetch home 
that which the Governour had formerly bou~ht, hoping 
also to get more from them, but was deceIved in his 
expectation, not finding that entertainment he found else­
where, and the Governour had there received. The 
reason whereof, and of the trecherie intended in the place 
before spoken of, was not then knowne unto us, but 
afterwards: wherein may be observed the abundant 
mercies of God working with his providence for our good. 
Captaine Standish being now farre from the Boat, and not 
above two or three of our men with him, and as man}' 
with the Shallop, was not long at Canacum the Sachims 
house, but in came two of the Massachuset men, the chiefe 
of them was called vVituwamat, a notable insuJting 
villaine, one who had formerly imbrued his hands in the 
bloud of English and French, and had oft boasted of his 
owne valour, and derided theif weaknesse, espccinll}' 
because (as he said) they died crying, making sowre faces, 
more like children then men. This villaine fooke a dagger 
from about his necke (which hee had gotten of Master 
Westons people) and presented it to the Sachim, and ::after 
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made a long speech in an audacious manner, framing it 
in such SOrt, as the Captaine (though he be the best 
Linguist amongst us) could not gather any thing from it. 
The end of it was afterward discovered to be as followeth; 
T he Massacheuseuckes formerly concluded to ruinate 
Master \VestOnS Colonie, and thought themselves, being 
about thirty or forty men strong, enough to execute the 
same: yet they durst not attempt it, till such time as they 
had gathered more strength to themselves to make their 
partie good against us at Plimoth, concluding, that if wee 
remained (though they had no other Arguments to use 
against us) yet wee would never leave the death of OUf 

Countrimen unrevenged, and therefore their safetie could 
not be without the overthrow of both Plantations. T o 
this end they had formerly solicited this Sachim, as also 
the other called Ianough at Mattachiest, and many others 
to assist them, and now againe came to prosecute the 
same; and since there was so faire an opportunitie offered 
by the Captaines presence, they thought best to make sure 
him and his Company. After this message was delivered, 
his entertainment much exceeded the Captaines, insomuch 
as hee scorned at their behaviour, and told them of it : 
after which, they would have perswaded him, because the 
weather was cold, to have sent to the Boate for the rest of 
his Company, but he would not, desiring according to 
promise, that the Corne might be carried downe, and he 
would content the women for their labour, which they 
did. At the same time there was a lusty Indian of Paomet 
or Cape Cod then present, who had ever demeaned him-
selfe well towards us, being in his general! carriage very 
affable, courteous, and loving, especially towards the 
Captaine. This Savage was now entred into confederacie 
with the rest, yet to avoide suspition, made many signes 
of his continued affections, and would needes bestow a 
Kettle of some six or seven gallons on him, and would not 
accept of any thing in lieu thereof, saying, he was rich, 
and could afford to bestow such favours on his friends 
whom he loved: also hee would freely helpe to carry some 
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of the Corne, affirmin.B" he had never done the like in his 
life before, and the wmde being bad wouJd needes lodge 
with him at their Randevow, having indeede undertaken 
to kill him before they parted, whicn done they intended 
to full upon the rest. The night proved exceeding cold, 
insomuch as the Captaine could not take any rest, but 
either walked or turned himselfc to and fro at the flre: 
This the other observed, and asked wherefore he did not 
sleepe as at other times, who answered he knew not well, 
but had no desire at aU to rest. So that he then mist 
his opportunity. The winde serving on the next day, 
they returned home, accompanied with the other Indian, 
who used many arguments to perswade them to go to 
Paomct, where himself had much Corne, and many other, 
the most whereof he would procure for us, seeming to 
sorrow for our wants. Once the Captaine put forth with 
him, and was forced backe by contrary winde; which winde 
servcd fo r the MasS:tchuset, was fitted to goe thither. 
But on a sudden it altered againe. 

During the time that the Captaine was at Manomet, 
newes came to Plimoth that Massassowat was like to 
die, and that at ~he same time there was a Dutch Ship 
driven so high on the shoare by stresse of weather, right 
before his dwelling, that till the tides encrcased, she coUld 
not be got off. Now it being a commendable manner 
of the Indians, when any (especially of note) are 
dangerously sicke, for all that professe friendship to 
them, to visit them in their extremity, either in their 
persons, or else to send some acceptable persons to them, 
therefore it was thought meere (being a good and warrant­
able action) that as we had ever professed friendship, so 
we should now maintaine the same, by observing this 
their laudable custome: and the rather, because we desired 
to have some conference with the Dutch, not knowing 
when we should have so flt an opportunity. To that 
end my selfe having formerly beene there, and under­
standing in some measure the Dutch tongue, the 
Governour againe laid this service upon my selfe, :rnd 
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fitted me with some cordials to administer to him, having 
one Master John Hamden a Gentleman of London (who 
then wintered with us, and desired much to see the 
Country) for my Consort, and H obbamocke for our 
guide. So we set forward, and lodged the first ni ght 
at Namasket, where we had friendly entertainment. 

The next day about one of the clock, we came to a 
ferric in Conhatants Country, where upon discharge of 
my Peete, divers Indians came to us from a house not 
far off. There they told us, that Massassowat was dead, 
and that day buried, and that the Dutch would be gone 
before we could get thither, having hove off their Ship 
already. This !lewes strucke us blanke; but especially 
Hobbamocke, who desired we might returne with all 
speede. I told him I would first thinke of it, considering 
now that he being dead, Combatant was the most like 
to succeede him, and that we were not above three miles 
from Mattapuyst his dwelling place, although he were 
but a hollow-hearted friend towards us, I thought no 
time so fit as this, to enter into more frjendly tearmes 
with him, and the rest of the Sachims thereabout, hoping 
(through the blessing of God) it would be a meanes in 
that unsetled state, to settle thei r affections towards us, 
and though it were somewhat dangerous, in respect of 
our personall safety, because my selfe and H obbamocke 
had beene imployed upon a service against him, which 
he might now fitly revenge; yet esteeming it the best 
means, leaving the event to God in his mercy, I resolved 
to put it in practise, if Master Hamden and H obbamock 
durst attempt it with me, whom 1 found willing to that 
or any other course might tend to the generall good. 
So we went towards Mauapuyst. In the way, H obba­
mocke manifesting a troubled spirit, brake forth into 
these speeches, Neen womasu Sagimus, neen womasu 
Sagimus, &c. My loving Sachim, my loving Sachim. 
Many have 1 knowne, but never any like thee: And 
turning him to me said; Whilest I lived, I should never 
see his like amongst the Indians, saying, he was no iyer, 
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he was nOt bloudy and cruell like other Indians; In 
anger and passion he was scone reclaimed, easie to be 
reconciled towards such as had offended him, ruled by 
reason in such measure, as he would not scorne the advice 
of meane men, and that he governed his men better with 
few stroakes then others did with many; truely loving 
where he loved; yea, he feared we had not a faithfufl 
friend left among the Indians, shewing how he oft-times 
restrained their malice, &c. continuing a long speech with 
such signes of lamentation and unfeined sorrow, as it 
would have made the hardest heart relent. 

At length we came to Mattapuyst, and went to the 
Sachimo Comaco (for so they calJed the Sachims place, 
though they call an ordinary house Witeo) but Combatant 
the Sachim was nO[ at home, but at Puckanokick, which 
was some five or six miles off; the Squa-sachim (for so 
they call Sachims wife) gave us friendly entertainment. 
H ere we enquired againe concerning Massassowat, they 
thought him dead, but knew no certainty; wherupon 
I hired one to goe with all expedition to Puckanokick, 
that we might know the certainty thereof, and withaU 
to acquaint Combatant with our there being. About 
halfe an houre before Sun-setting, the messenger returned, 
and told us that he was not yet dead, though there was 
no hope we should finde him living. Uron this we were 
much revived, and set forward with al speede, though 
it was late within night ere we got thither. About two 
of the clock that afternoone the Dutchmen departed, so 
that in that respect our journie was frustrate. When we 
came thither, we found the house so full of men, as we 
could scarce get in, though they used their best djligence 
to make way for us. There were they in the middest 
of their charmes for him, making such a hellish noise, 
as it distempered us that were well, and therefore unlike 
to ease him that was sicke. About him were six or eight 
women, who chafed his armes, legs, and thighes, to keep 
heat in him: when they had made an end of their 
charming, one told him that his friends the English were 
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come to ~ tum (h:avInR undu~tandlng left. hut hl~ -ht 
\O.!o. ""hoUr sonc:) he :t,kcd who W2. comc, they told him 
Wtnsnow (tor the), cannot pronounce: the letter I, but 
ordmuli)" n In the place thereat) he deSIred to pc2kc 
with mc: when 1 c:amc to him, b.: thcy told him ot II, 

he I'UI forth his h2nd to me, whKh I took; then he aid 
!"'ICC, though \Ocr)' Inwardly, kecn \\·lIl~nowt which i 
to sa)" :art thou \\'inslow? I 2n!'iWerc:J. ahhe, th:at IS, 
)' ; then he doubled Ihese words, M:ltt:l ncell wonck:Jnc:t 
n:lrncn \\'lnsnow; th:u is to 5:1)" 0 \\'in!olov.' I shaH never 
see thee 2!fo1l1l. Then I ClUed H obbamoc.k, and de~lred 
him to teU MasS3.ssoVo"3.t, th:lt the Governor h~ing of 
his I>icknc:s, "'"35 sorr), for the !03me, & though by r(~3son 
of many businesses he could not come himsdfc, yet he: 
st:nt me with such things for him :lS he thought most 
likely, to doe him good in this extremity, and whereof 
if he ple.std to take, I would presentl), give him; whIch 
he desired, and havinf,t a confection of many comtort3ble 
Conserves, on the POint of my Knife I gave him some, 
which r could scarce get thorow his teeth; when It was 
dissolved in his mouth, he swallowed the juice of it, 
where.t those that were about him much rejoyced, saying, 
he had nOt swallowed any thing in twO daies before. 
Then r desired to see his mouth, which was exceedingly 
furred, 3nd his tongue swelled in such manner, as it was 
not possible fo r him to cat such meat ::as they h3d, his 
passage being stOpt up. T hen I washed his mouth, ::and 
SCr:1ped his tongue, & gOt abundance of corruption out 
of the same. After which, I ~ve him more of the 
confection, which he swallowed wuh morc readi nes; Ihen 
he desired to drinke, I dissolved some of it in water, 
and gave him thereof : within halfe an houre this wrought 
a great alteration in him in the eies of all that beheld 
him ; presently after his sight began to come to him. In 
the meane time I inquired how he slept, and when he 
went to stoole? They said he slept not ill two daics 
before, & had not had a stoole in five; then I gave him 
more, and told him of a mi shap we had by the way in 
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breaking a bottle of drink, which the Governour also 
sent him, saying, if he would send any of his men to 
Patuxet, I would send for more of the same, also for 
Chickens to make him broth, & for other things which 
I knew were good for him, and would stay the returne 
of the Messenger, if be desired. This he tooke 
marvellous kindly, and appointed some, who were ready 
to go by two of the clock in the morning, a~inst which 
time I made ready a Letter, declaring therem our good 
successc, the state of his body &c. desiring to send such 
things as I sent for, and such physicke as the Surgion 
durst administer to him. He requested me that the day 
following, I would take my Peece, and kill him some 
Fowle, and make him some English pottage, such as he 
had eaten at Plimoth, which I promised: after his 
stomacke comming to him, I must needes make hjm 
some without Fowle, before J went abroad, which some­
what troubled me; but being I must doe somewhat, I 
caused a woman to bruise some Corne, and take the flower 
from it, and set over the grut or broken Corne in a Pipkin 
(for they have earthen Pots of all sizes.) When the day 
broke, we went out (it being now March) to seeke hearbes, 
but could not finde any but Strawberrie leaves, of which 
I gathered a handful & put into the s:lme, and because 
I had nothing to relish it, I went forth againe, and pulled 
up a Saxafras root, and sliced a peece thereof, and boiled 
it till it had a good reli sh, and then tooke it out againe. 
The broth being boiled, I strained it thormv my 
handkerchiffe, and gave him at least a pinte, which he 
dranke, and liked it very well. After this, his sight 
mended more and more, also he had three moderate 
stoo\es, and tooke some rest: Insomuch, as we with 
admiration blessed God for giving his blessing to such 
r:lW and ignorant meanes, making no doubt of his 
recovery, hlmselfe and all of them aCknowledging us the 
instruments of his preservation. That morning he caused 
me to spend in ~oing from one to another amongst those 
that were sicke m the Town, requesting me to Wllsh their 
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mouthes also, and give to each of them some of the same 
I gave him, saying, they were good falke. T his paines 
I tooke with willingnessc, though it were much offensive 
to me, not being accustomed with such poisonous savours. 

The Messengers were now returned, but finding his 
stomacke come to him, he would not have the Chickens 
k illed, but kept them for hreede. Neither durst we give 
him any physicke which was then sent, because his body 
was so much altered since our instructions, neither saw 
we any ncede, nO[ doubting now of his recovery, if he 
were carefull. Many whilest we were there came to see 
him, some by their report from a place not lesse then an 
hundred miles. Upon this his recovery, he brake forth 
into these speeches; Now I see the English are my friends 
and love me, and whilest I live I will never forget this 
kindenesse they have shewed me. Whilest wee were 
there, our entertainment exceeded all other strangers. At 
our comming away, he called H obbamocke to him, and 
privately (none hearing save two or three other of his 
P ueeses, who are of his Counsell) revealed the plot of 
the Massacheuseucks before spoken of, against Master 
Westons Colony, and so against us, saying that the people 
of Nauset, P aomet, Succovet Mattacniest, Manomet 
Agowaywam, and the Ile of Capawack, were jo)'ned with 
them; himselfe also in his sickenesse was earnestly 
sollicited, but he would neither jayne therein, nor give 
way to any of his. T herefore as we respected the lives 
of our Countrimen, and our owne after-safety, he advised 
us to kill the men of Massachuset, who were the authors 
of this intended mischiefe. And whereas we were wont 
to say, we would not strike a stroke till they first began; 
if said he upon this intelligence, they make that answer, 
tell them, when their Countrimen at vVichaguscusset are 
killed, they being not able to defend themselves, that then 
it will be too late to recover their lives, nay through the 
multitude of adversaries they shall with great diflicultie 
preserve their own, & therefore he counselled without 
delay to take away the principals, and then the plot would 
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cease. With this hee charged him thorowly to acquaint 
me by the way, that 1 might informe tbe Governour 
thereof at my first camming home. Being fitted for our 
rcturne, we tooke our leave of him, who returned many 
thankes to our Governour, and also to our selves for our 
labour and love: the like did all that were about him. 
So we departed. 

That night, thorow the earnest request of Combatant, 
who till now remained at Sawaams or Puckanukick, we 
lodged with him at Mauapuyst. By the way I had much 
conference with him, so Likewise at his house, he being 
a notable politician, yet full of merry jests and squibs, 
and never better pleased then when the like are returned 
againe upon him. Amongst other things he asked me, 
If in case he were thus dangerously sicke, as Massassowat 
had beene, and should send word thereof to Patuxet for 
Maskiet, that is, Physicke, whether then Master Gover­
nour would send it? and if he would, whether I would 
come therewith to him? To both which I an swered yea; 
whereat he gave me many joyfuO thankes. After that, 
being at his house, he demanded further, how we durst 
being but two come so farre into the Country? I 
answered, where was true love there was no fcare, and 
my heart was so upright towards them, that for mine owne 
part I was fearelesse to come amon~st them. But, said 
he, if your love be such, and it brmg forth such &uits, 
how commeth it to passe, that when we come to Patuxet, 
you stand upon your guard, with the mouthes of your 
Peeces presented towards us? Whereupon I answered, 
it was the most honorable and respective entertainment 
we could give them; it being an order amongst us so 
to receive our best respected friends: and as it W3S used 
on the Land, so the Ships observed it also at Sea, which 
Hobbamock knew, and had seene observed. But shaking 
the head, he answered, that he liked not such salutations. 

Further, observing us co crave Il blessing on our mtate 
before we did eate, and after to give thllnkes for the same, 
he asked us what was the me:ming of th:u ordinary 
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custome? H ereupon I looke occasion to tell them of 
Gods workes of Creation, and Preservation, of the Lawes 
and Ordinances, especially of thc ten Comm3.ndcmcnts, 
all which they hcarkned unto with great attention, and 
liked well of; onely the seventh Commanrlemcnt they 
excepted against, thinking there were many inconveniences 
in it, that a man should be tied to one woman: about 
which we reasoned a good time. Also J told them, that 
whatsoever good thinss we had, we received from God, 
as the Author and giver thereof, and therefore craved 
his blessing upon that we had, and were ::lbout to (:ltc, 
that it might nourish and strengthen our bodies, and 
having eaten sufficient, being satisfied therewith, we 
:lgaine returned thankes to the same our God for th:u 
our refreshing, &c. This all of them concluded to be 
very well, and said, they beleeved almost all the same 
things, and that the same power that we called God, they TAtirtld.'U 4J 
called Kietitan. Much profi table conference was occa- G~". 
sioned hereby, which would be too tedious to relate, yet 
was no lesse delightfull to them, then comfortable to us. 
H ere we remained cndy that night, but never had better 
entertainment amongst any of them. 

The day following, in our journey, H obbamocke told 
me of the private conference he had with Massassowat, 
and how he charged him perfectly to acquaint me there-
with (as I shewed before) which having done, he used 
many arguments himselfe to move us thereunto: That 
night we lodged at N amasket, and the day following about 
the mid-way betweene it and home, we met two Indians, 
who told us that Captaine Standish was th::lt day gone 
to the Massachusets: but contrary windes againe drave 
him backe, so that we found him at home; where the 
Indian of P aomet still was, being very importunate that 
the Captaine should take the first opportllnitie of a faire 
winde to goe with him, but their secrct and villanous 
purposes being through Gods mercy now made knowne, {IV. x. 
the Governour caused Captaine Stan dish to send him 1863.] 
away without any distaste or mani festation of anger, that 
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we might the better effect and bring ( 0 passe that which 
should be thought most necessary. 

Before this journey we heard many complaints both 
by the Indians and some others of best desert amongst 
Master Westons Colony, how exceedingly thei r Company 
abased themselves by undirect meanes, to get victuals 
from the Indians, who dwelt not farre from them, fetching 
them wood & water, &c. and all for a meales meate, 
whereas in the meane time, they might with diligence 
have gotten enough to have served them three or foure 
times. Other by night brake the earth, and robbed tbe 
Indians store, for which ther had beene publiquely stocked 
:lnd whipt, and yet was there small amendment. This 
was about the end of February, at which time they had 
spent all their Bread and Corne, not leaving any for Seede, 
neither would the Indians lend or sell them :my more 
upon any tearmes. H ereupon they had thought to take 
it by violence, and to that spiked up every entrance into 
their Towne (being well impaled) save one, with a full 
resolution to proceede. But some more honestly minded, 
advised John Sanders their Over-seer first to write to 
Plimoth, and if the Governor advised him thereunto, 
he might the better doe it. They sent, and our Governour 
writ divers reasons of dislike. Vlith these Letters wee 
dispatched the Messenger; Upon the receipt whereof 
~hey altered their determination, resolving to shift as they 
.::ould, till the returne of John Sanders from Munhiggen, 
who first commi,tz to Plimoth, notwithstanding our owne 
necessities, the Governour spared him some Corne to 
carrie them to Munhiggen. But not having sufficient 
for the Ships store, he tooke a Shallop, and leaving others 
with instructions to over-see things till his returne, set 
forward about the end of February, so that he knew not 
of this conspiracie of the Indians before his Q'oing, neither 
was it knowne to any of us till our returne hom Sawaams 
or Puckanakick: at which time also another Sachim called 
Wassapinewat, brother to Obtakiest the Sachim of the 
Massachusets, who had formerly smarted for partaking 
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with Conbalant, and fearing the like againe, to purge 
himselfc, revealed the same thing. 

The three :lnd twentieth of March being now come, 
which is :l yearely Court day. the Governour ha\-jog a 
double testimony. and mallY circumstances agreeing with 
the truth thereof, not being to undertake warre without 
the consent of the body of the Comp::l.n)'; made knownc 
the same in publique Court. \\' e came to this conclusion, 
That Captaine Standish should 13ke so many men as he 
thought sufficient to make his party goo..:! against all the 
Indians in the Massachuset Bar; & because (as alt men 
know that have had to doe in that kinde) it is impossible 
to deale with them upon open defiance, but to take them 
In such traps as they lay for others; therefore he should 
pretend trade as at other times: but first goe to the 
English, & acquaint them with the plot, & the end of 
his owne comming, that comparin~ it with their carriages 
towards them, he might better Judge of the certainty 
of it, and more fitly take opportunity to revenge the same: 
but should forbea.re if it were possible till such time as 
he could make sure Wituwamat , that bloudy & bold 
villain before spoken of, whose head he had order to bring 
with him, that hee might be a warnin~ and terrour to an 
that disposition. Upon this, Capt~l.!ne Standish made 
choice of eight men, and would not take more because 
he would prevent jealousie, knowing their guilty 
consciences would soone be provoked thereunto: but 
on the next day before he could goe, came one of 
Master Westons Company by land unto us, with his 
packe at his backe, who made a pinifull narration of 
their lamentable and weake estate, and of the Indians 
carriages, whose boldnesse increased abundantly, insomuch 
as the v ictuals they got, they would take it out of their 
Pots and cate before their faces, yea if in any thing they 
gaine-said them, they were ready to hold a Kn ife at their 
breasts; that to give them content, since John Sanders 
went to Munhiggen, they had hanged one of them that 
stole their Corne, and yet they regarded it not: that 
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:another of theIr Com~ny wu turned Savage., chilt tf\clr 
peaple h~d most t"omkcn the T ownc, olnd RUde their 
r.l.ndc\·ou! wht'-tc thcf got cheLr vU:Juah, beause they 
would nOt t:lke painu to bring It home ~ that they haJ 
'IOld thclr doalhc!o for Corne, and were feWY lO SQrVc 

bOlh with cold "n(1 hu.ngc:r .. Iso. beci\U~ they could not 
indure to get "ictuais by rCOI!IOn of their Il:lkednu'!\c: 
2nd th:1.t they Were dj~per~d Into three Campanit$., s...-at'Cc 
h.1Vlng :lny Powder 2nd Shot left. A, thl Rebtion w:u 
grlC\'OU5 to u~ so It g:wc U'!I good cn..::ou~cmcnt to) 
procccde In OUt Hltcndment'l. for which Captline '"ndI5h 
W;\$ now fitted. lind the windc commmg Dire, the nue 
day C;C:I forth tor the l::assachusets. 

r he Indian, :It the Ma!s:;achusct! missed chi ... man. lind 
5u~pccting his comming (0 U'I, :lS wee conceIve, sent one 
:lfter him, :and gotVI: out there chilc he would nC"'U come 
co P:UUXtt, but that some \\'olvl:$ or lk;ttes would e:Uc 
him: but we know no! by our Ownc cXp<:nenct. lind thl! 
report of other~, th:n though they finde ;l m:a.n $Iecf'in~, 
yet so soone :1" there is life dl<.Cetncd, they fQtc Ilnd .. hun 
him. This IndIan misseJ him but vet,. liule. and miuin~ 
him p;assed by the cowne. :lnd went to I"nomel. whom 
we hoped to ti1kc at hi!!: rttutnt, ;u afttrWluJ we did. 
Nu" wa!> our Fllrt maue fic for .service anu some Ordn~ncc 
mounted; :and though it mly Steffie long worke II bein,!: 
ccn moncdu 'iillte: it begun. yct we mu~t noce, tb:u where 
'0 grcat :1 wurke j, begun with ,uch sm:a\l meane"" '" 
hllie tIme call not bring to pc:.rfc'llull: bcsi~lc thOlie wotk-cs 
whi(h tend to the prt$ctv~uion of mlln. the c!lcm~' of 
mank!nuc will hinder what in him lieth. sllmttlmc' 
bhmhllg the juciBcmcnl, and ~u~ing rC;JSonlble. mcn to 
rC::&".lI1 again", their own ~:lfC:IJ' The InJI).n b~t 
mentioncJ- In hl~ rcturnc from MOllomtt, umr: through 
the Tuwne, pre:tcudmg )till th~.u~bhif "nd In love to 'jet 
U!I, oul a. .. furmerly oth,r., ,0 hi!'. t:ft~ Wtli 10 j!ec whether 
wee \;UlHlRuc~1 Mill ill hc:lllh ill'ld ftf't'n~rh, or t~tI illlil 
wC;lktun\C like thClf llC'i({hbuur ... whi~h' thc) hU~lt .lnJ 
luukeJ t~lr (tho\lgh COO 11\ 01(1\:)' rr'I\'I~lcd bcUtf t~ 
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us) and hee knew would be glad tydings to his Ccuner;e 
men. But here the Governour staid him, and sending 
for him to the Fort, there gave the Guard charge of 
him as their prisoner, where he told him hee must be 
contented to remaine till the returne of Captain Standish 
from the Massachusets, so he was locked in a chaine to 
a staple in the Court of guard, and there kept. Thus 
was our Fort hanselled, this being the first day as I take 
it, that ever any watch was there kept. 

The Captaine being now come to the Massachusets, 
went first to the Ship, but found neither man, or so 
much as a Dogge therein: upon the discharge of a 
Musket the Master and some others of the Plantation 
shewed themselves, who were on the shore gathering 
ground-nuts, and getting other foode. After salutation, 
Captaine Standish asked them how they durst so leave 
the Ship, and live in such security, who answered like 
men senslesse of their owne misery, they feared not the 
Indians but lived and suffered them to lodge with them, 
not having Sword or Gunne, or needing the same. To 
which the Captaine answered, if there were no cause he 
was the gladder, but upon further inquiry, understanding 
that those in whom John Sanders had reposed most 
speciall confidence and left in his stead to governe the 
rest, were at the Plantation: thither he went, and to be 
briefe, made knowne the Indians purpose, and the end 
of his owne comming, as also (which formerly 1 omitted) 
that if afterward they durst not there stay, it was the 
intendment of the Governours and people of Plimouth 
there to receive them till they could be better provided: 
but if they conceived of any other course that might be 
more likely for their good, that himselfe should further 
them therein to the uttermost of his power. These men 
comparing other circumstances with that they now heard, 
answered, they could expect no better, and it was Gods 
mercy that they were not killed before his comming, 
desiring therefore that he would neglect no opportunity 
to proceede: Hereupon he advised them to secrecy, yet 
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wlthall Co ~cnd 'pcci .. 11 command to one third of thelf 
Com~lly that we.~ f.u{hc:~t off to come bome. and [hut' 
c.njoync. chern on paine of doth to kcepe tbe Towne, 
him~lfe allowLng du~m a pint of Indian Corne to II. nun 
(or II d2Y (though that !ltore he had Wl\s '1pucd out or 
our ~edc.) The. wCilthcr proving very wet and stormT. 
H \\';1' the longet before he could doc any thtng. 

In the mc:mc time an Indi2n CllfIlt to him and brought 
some Furres, but r:uhcr to gather what he. could from 
the Gpt;ainc~. tben comming then for trade j Ilnd though 
the Capt;unc ~itd things 2'1 ~mootbJy as pos~jbly he 
could, yet Ilt his retur-ne fie reported he SOlW by hi' eYe!; 
th:H he \lola'! angry In his heart, and therefore began to 
SU'IJlCCt themselves discovered. Thi, cau~d one Pcc!uuoc 
who W25 :l Pinesc, being 3. ma.n of II. notable 'plrlt to 
come to Hobbamocke who W'u then with tbem, 2nd (old 
him nec understood th:1I the Captaine wus come 10 loll 
himsclfe :lnu the rest of the Savages there; 1e.iJ i'um, 
nid he, we know it, but fe:are him not, neither will W~ 
!ihUII him; but let him begin when he dMC, he shall nol 
take us lit un;awnrcs: many times after, w\'ers of them 
scvernll)', or few together, c:amc to the PtaOt2lion to him, 
wherc they would whet and $hl&rpcn the point ()f their 
Knives before hi, fllce, and use man)' othu insultlng 
ge!iture5 2nd speeche5. Among!t the rC5t, \VituW:trN:t 
bnlgged of the excellency of hi, Knife, on the end of t~ 
h:lnifle there "'25 pictured a WOOUn!' f.&ce, but !Io:lid hee. 
I h:lve another IH home wherewith I have killed both 
French and English. and thllt h:&th 2 mIn' f",cc on It, and 
by 2nd by thcJc twO must mllr')': Further he ~id of 
that Knife he there h\l.u: Il inllaim namen, hinnlim 
michcn, m:t.tt:1 cut,: rh:le i, to !lay. By llnd by Ie ,.hould 
'ICc, and by 11m.! hy It ~CI\lld c:Ltc, but not ~pe:t.kt". Also 
Pcck~unt being t"I mlln of grea.ter ~tllturC thcn Iht" Ca.ptllllle, 
told him, though he werc :a ~rt::J.t CAptll.ine, yet he wu 
but" lude mall: 2nd ~id he, though I be 110 Sa..:him, 
yC[ I 11m ~ man of gre:a[ ~trt:nRth :and COUf1lf:;::c. Th<'S(' 
rhlPgl the C~pt:Linc: ob~i::rved, yet h~n= with pcuicncC' for 
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the present. On the next day, seeing he could not get 
many of them together at once, and this Pecksuot and 
\\Tituwamat both together, with another man, and a youth 
of some eighteene yeares of age, which was brother to 
Wituwamat, and villaine-like trode in his steps, daily 
putting many trickes upon the weaker sort of men, and 
having about as many of his owne Company in a roarne 
with tnem, gave the word to his men, and the doore being 
fast sh ut, began himselfe with Pecksuot, and snatching 
his owne Knife from his neeke, though with mUCh 
strugling, killed him therewith, the point whereof he 
had made as sharpe as a needle, and ground the backe 
also to an edge: Wituwamat and the other man, the 
rest killed, and tooke the youth, whom the Captaine 
caused to be hanged; but it is incredible how many 
wounds these two Pueeses received before they died, not 
making any fearefull noyse, but catching at their weapons 
and striving to the last. H obbamocke stood by all ch is 
time as a spectator and medled not, observing how our 
men demeaned themselves in this action: all being here 
ended, smiling, he brake forth into these speeches to the 
Captaine; Yesterday Pecksuot bragging of his owne 
strength and stature, said, though you were a great 
Captaine, yet you were but a littfe man; but to day I 
see you are big enough to lay him on the ground. But 
to proceede, there bemg some women at the same time, 
Captaine Standish left them in the custody of Master 
Westons people at the Towne, and sent word to another 
Company that had intelligence of things to kill those 
Indian men that were amongst them, these killed two 
more: himselfe also with some of his owne men went 
to another place, where they killed another, and through 
the negligence of one man an Indian escaped, who 
discovered and crossed their proceedings. 

Not long before this E xecution, three of M aster 
Westons men, which more regarded their bellies chen 
any command or Commander, having formerly fared well 
with the Indians for making them Clanoes, went againe 
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foule language. So our Captain dared the Sachiffi to 
come out and fight like a man, shewing how base and 
womanlike hee was in tounging it as he did: but he 
refused and fled. So the Captaine returned to the 
Plantation, where hee released the women and would not 
take their Beaver coates from them, nor suffer the least 
discourtesie to bee offered them. Now were Master 
\Vestons people resolved to leave theif Plantation and 
goe for M unhiggen, hoping to get passage and rcrurne 
with the Fishing Ships. The Captaine told them, that 
for his owne part hee durst there Jive with fewer men 
then they werc, yet since they were otherwayes minded, 
according to his order from the Governours and people 
of Plimouth, hee would helpe them with Corne competent 
for their provision by the way, which hee did, scarce 
leaving himselfe more then brought them home. Some 
of them disliked the choice of the bodie to goe to 
Munhiggen, and therefore desiring to goe with him to 
PlimouthJ hee tooke them into the Shallop: and seeing 
them set sayle and cleere of the Massachuset Bay, he 
tooke leave and returned to Piimouth, whither hee came 
in safetie (blessed be God) and brought the head of 
Wituwamat with him. 

Amongst the reSt, there was an Indian youth that was 
ever of a courteous and loving disposition towards us, 
hee notwithstanding the death of his Countrimen, carne 
to the Captaine without feare, saying, H is good conscience 
and love towards us imboldned him so to doe. This 
youth confessed that the Indians intended to kil Master 
Westons people, and not to delay any longer then till 
they had two more Canoes or Boats, wnich Master 
Westons men would have finished by this time (having 
made them three already) had not the Captaine prevented 
them, and the end of stay for those Boats, was to take 
their Ship therewith. 

Now was the Captaine returned and received with joy, 
the head being brought to the Fort and there set up 
the Governours and Captaines with divers others went 
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up the umc further, to examine the pn50ner, who looked 
ptttiously on the head, being alked whether he knew it, 
he answered, yC:l: Then he confessed the l?ior, and that 
all the people provoked Obtakiest their S;achlrn thereunto, 
being dt;lwne to it by their importumtie: Five there 
were <he said) that prosecuted it with more eagernes.:;e 
then the rest, the two princ.ip:tU were killed, being 
PCCkSUOl and \Vituwamat. whose head was tbere, tbe 
other three were Powahs, being yet living, and knowne 
unto us, though One of them was wounded, as aforesaid. 
For himselfe hee would not acknowledge that hee had 
any hand therein, begging C:lrDestJy for his life, saying, 
Bee was n Ol a M:lssachuset man, but 35 a stranger lived 
With them. H obb:amock also gave a good report of him, 
and besought for him, but w.s bribed so to doe it. 
Neverthelesse, that wee: might lIhew mercy as well as 
eXlreamitie, the: Governour released hIm, and the rather 
because we desired he might Clrry :l message to Obtakiest 
his Master. No sooner were the Irons from his legs, 
but he would have beene gone, but the Governour bid 
him stay and feare not, for hee: should receive no hutt, 
::tnd by Hobbamock commanded him 10 deliver his 
message to hill Master; That for our parts, it never 
entred into our hearts to take such. course with them, 
till their owne treacherr enforced us thereunto, and 
therefore they might thanke themselves fOf their owne 
overthrow, yet since hee had begun, if aguine by any 
the like courses hee did provoke him, his Countrey should 
not hold him, for hee would never suffer him or his to 
re st in peace, till hee had utterly consumed them, llnd 
therelore should take this as 11 warning. Furthrr, th.u 
he should send to Pntuxet the three Englishmen hee had 
and not kill them; :llso thnl hee shoufd not srorle thC' 
Pale Ilnd Iioulles at Wich:tguscusset, nnd th.u this 
Me'lsenger should C'ither bring the English, or an answer, 
or both, promising his safe returne. 

This me!L ge was delivered, and the partiC' "",,uld hil\'e 
returned with answer, but was nt fir!!! dissw:tded by them, 
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thought "'~ ! 10 kHC ,iff "II other work" .... and prO' C'ur~ 
Ih;at .\.\ rna t fleec n .\nd h«au~ there w:a nr') m",Jj 
hope III d01nF!' ~ooJ. In Ihilt common cour'oC of b.OOl.lt 
11'1,\1 Ii.)rml:rh· \'oct .... crc tn. I;~t th:at thc Go\'crnnun 11'121 
Inll<H\I;'\1 me-'II III thclr I:.hour • 1'1111 nOltung In gn'c men 
lilt thclr ne; c IIII:~ •. tnJ therefore cnuM not $0 wclt 
('ttrelt.: Ih,\1 c:nmm,\ml mer them thercin ~ formerLy thcy 
hJ.J .IOIIC, npe\;I:.1l1y cnn".\CrIIlg Ih;&t lIdfc:-lm.c wherewith 
CHr) Hi.u! (m ;a ntu'urc more or lu .. c) 1(I"elh :and pTe· 
fcrtcrh I'll. own.: gond before htt nCIl!hbour:<l, 2nd aJ!IO 
thc bJo'C dl~po limn of IClmc drnnc~, Ih"t 21 :at other lime!! 
\0 nrm c rec1ally \l-ouIJ bee mo'! burdcnou to thc rest: 
It ".1 therefore thought be I rlt21 eYery man should U~ 
Ihc ~I dlh:::cncc he coull fnr hi, Qwnc prc1Cn.;uion. 
hnlh In fC1opct.t of the lIme rrc'Cnt. :and to prepar(' his 
o~ne l' rne lor the ~eer(' Inllo\\lng: lind brim: Ln :I. 

nmpel""t poJrtlOn lot the m:alnlcn:ance ofpubhke: Officer". 
l'I,',,;rmcn, ~ .. which could not bee: fre('J trom tn('ir 
tJ.lhn~ IHlhout ~rutcr Incon\'erucncc'i. Thi~ cnur~ W.b 

10 (nntmuc 1111 h.ln"eq. anJ then the Cm"CWOUN 10 ~Ihtr 
HI the: ;1ppolnlcd porlH'tn, for the rtUinlen:ancc of -them· 
kh e; ;"nd lien others l nc(e~lIIC con.,tr;un('.:! I~ ex('mpt 
trom thl, con.1lllon 

In rht" mlJdc 1 01 .\prill we bC!!3n 10 ~I, Ih(' \\e:tthu 
~lnrt then d'Onlobl(', whL,h my.:h Incoul"3gcJ u~, ~I ... mr:: 
u good hopc~ of :l.rler rlcnt;c: rhc sctttnc :r.e:t-.on IS 
~OOJ 1111 tht' !JUer end pI" by BUI It pl("3'>C:~1 Coo 
I~'r nul' (urlh!:r ch"'U,emcnt, 10 'K"l'ld II E!:reJ.t JrouE:hr, 
1"lIOmuch. ll.~ In 111:< weckc~ ~Irter the ht('r "CIting there 

t;/f,I!.I, a" !l(:l.r~t" rell ~Il\" r.une, "I Ihal Ihe "("like nf Ih.Lt \~~~ fi~t 
cl, beg'HI to" tend ttmh the (,-Lrc bdon· It came: to h:tlfc 

J:rI1wth, ;wJ d'l.l( II hi!.:h \\l bIer, r\(lt hkc 10 r("d~! .my 
.11 :til, bOlh hl.lde :1IlJ 'Illke h:aug-ing the n('ld. :lnJ 
eh"ang-lUg the coluur III !uch nllnllt"'l' :I. .. w(' jud~('J It 

uHal)' dc:a.t: our neane~ al'lO I"3n not lip 11'CClrltlng to 
their wolltcd nlllnner, hut ~IOQd :It ;1 :1m)" m:l.l\l" bein~ 
p.lrdled a ...... I)" , :1" IhnUf!"h Ihey hnd becllc SCOrt'hCl helore 
tI, fire Inw were our norc~ o\'i:rthro\\ lie, nnd we 
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discouraged, our joy being turned into mourning. To 
addc also to this sorrowfufl estate in which we were, we 
heard of a supply that was sent unto us many moneths 
since, which having two repulses before, was a third time 
in company of another Ship three hundred Leagues at 
Sea, and now in three moneths time heard no further of 
her, anely the signes of a wrack were scene on the Coast, 
which could not be judged to be any other then the same. 

These & the like considerations, moved not only every 
good man privately to enter into examination with his 
own estate between God and his conscience, & so to 
humiliation before him: but also more solemnly to 
humble our selves together before the L ord by Fasting 
and Prayer. To that end a day was appointed by publike 
authority, and set a part from all other emploiments, 
hoping that the same God which had stirred us up here­
unto, would be moved hereby in mercy to looke upon us 
& grant the request of our dejected soules, if our 
continuance there might any way stand with his glorie 
and our good. But oh the mercy of our God! Who 
was as readie to heare as we to aske: For though in the 
morning when wee assembled together, the heavens were 
as cleere and the drought as like to continue as ever it 
was; yet (our exercise continuing some eight or nine 
houres) before our departure the weather was overcast, 
the clouds gathered together on all sides, and on the next 
morning distilled such soft, sweete, ar.d moderate showers 
of raine, continuing some fourteene daies, and mixed 
with such seasonable weather, as it was hard to say whether 
our withered Corne, or drouping affections were most 
quickned or revived. Such was the bountie and good­
nesse of our God. Of this the Indians by meanes of 
H obbamock tooke notice: who being then in the Towne, 
and this exercise in the midst of the weeke, said, It was 
but three daies since Sunday, and therefore demanded of 
a boy what was the reason thereof? Which when hee 
knew and saw what effects followed thereupon, hee and 
all them admired the goodnesse of our God towards us, 
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that wrought so great a change in so short a time, shewing 
the difference betweene their Conjuration, and our 
Invocation on the Name of God for raine; theirs being 
mixed with such stormes and tempests, as sometimes in 
stead of doing them good, it laieth the Corne flat on 
the ground, to their prejudice: but ours in so gentle 
and seasonable a manner, as they never observed tbe like. 

At the same time Captaine Standish, being formerly 
imployed by the Governour, to buy provisions for tbe 
refreshing of the Colony, returned with the same, accom­
panied with one M. David Tomson, a Scotchman, who 
also that Spring began a Plantation twentie five leagues 
North-east from us, neere Smiths lIes, at a place called 
Pascatoquack, where hee liketh well. Now also heard 
wee of the third repulse that our supply had, of their 
safe, though dangerous returne into England, and of 
their preparation to come to us. So that having these 
many signes of Gods favour and acceptation, wee thought 
it would bee great ingratitude, if secretly wee should 
smoother up the same, or content our selves with private 
thanks-s-iving, for that which by private praier could not 
be obtaIned. And therefore another soJemne day was set 
apart for that end, wherein wee returned glory, honour, 
and praise, with all thankfulnesse to our good God, which 
dealt so graciously with us, whose name for these and 
all other his mercies towards his Church and chosen ones, 
by them be blessed and praised now and evermore, Amen. 

In the latter end of July, and the beginning of August, 
came two Ships with supply unto us, who brought all 
their passengers, except one, in health, who recovered 
in short time, who also notwithstanding all our wants 
and hardship (blessed be God) found not anyone sick 
person amongst us at the Plantation. The bigger Ship 
called the Anne was hired, and there againe fraighted 
backe, from whence wee set saile the tenth of September. 
The lesser called the little James, was built for the Com­
p:my at their charge. Shee was now also fitted for Trade 
;Ind discovery to t"he Southward of Cape Cod, and almost 
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rcadie to set saile, whom I pray God to blesse in her 
good and lawfull proceedings. 

A Few things T thought meete to adde heereunto, 
which 1 have observed amongst the Indians, both 

touching their Religion, and sund ry other Customes 
amongst them. And first, whereas my sclfe and others, 
in former Letters (which came to the Presse against my 
will and knowledge) wrote, that the Indians about us 
are a people without any Religion or knowledge of any 
God, therein I erred, though wee could then gather no 
better: For as they conceive of many divine powers, 
so of one whom they call Kiehtan, to bee the princiJXlIl 
maker of all the rest, and to be made by none: H ee 
(they say) created the Heavens, Earth, Sea, and all 
creatures contained therein. Also that hee made one 
man and one woman, of whom they and wee and all 
mankind came: but how they became so f.1.rre dispersed 
that know they not. At first they say, there was no 
Sach im, or King, but Kiehtan, who dwelleth above the 
H eavens, whither all good men goe when they die to see 
their friends, and have their fill of all things: T his his 
habitation lyeth Westward in the Heavens, they say; 
thither the bad men goe also, and knocke at his doore, 
but he bids them Qp.achet, that is to say, vValke abroad, 
for there is no place for such; so that they wander in 
restlesse want and penury. Never man saw this Kiehtan; 
onely old men tell them of him, and bid them tell their 
children, yea, to charge them to teach their posterities 
the same, and lay the like charge upon them. T his power 
they acknowledge to be good, and when they would 
obtaine any great matter, meet together, and cry unto 
him, and so likewise for plentie, victory, &c. sing, dance, 
feast, give thankes, and hang up Garlands and other things 
in memory of the same. 

Another power they worship, ;whom they call H obba­
mock, and to the Northward of us H obbamoqui; thi s 
as farre as wee can conceive is the Devill, him they call 
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all upon some, as if they had their residence in some 
certaine places, or because they appeared in those formes 
in the same. In the Powahs speech hee promiseth to 
sacrifice many skinnes of Beasts, Kettles, Hatchets, 0ffrri",. 
Seades, Knives, and other the best things they have to 
the fiend, if hee will come to helpe the partie diseased: 
But whether they per(orme it I know not. The other 
practises I have seene, being necessarily called at some 
times to be with their sicke, and have used the best 
uguments I could make them understand against the 
same: They have told me I should sec the Devil! J.t 
those times come to the party, but I assured my sclfe 
3nd them of the contrary, which so proved: yea, the'l1-
selves have confessed they never saw him when any of 
us were present. In desperate and extraordinary hard 
travell in childe-birth, when the partie cannot be delivered 
by the ordinary meanes, they send for this Powah, though 
ordinarily their travell is not so extreame as in our parts 
of the world , they being of a more hardie nature; for 
on the third day after chifde-birth, I have see ne the mother 
with the Infant, upon a small ~casion in cold weather 
in a Boat upon the Sea. 

Many sacrifices the Indians use, and in some cases kill Sorrifim. 
children. It seemeth they are various in their religious 
worship in a little distance, and grow more and more 
cold in their worship to Kiehtan; saying, In their memory 
he was much more called upon. Tne Narohiggansets 
exceed in their blind devotion, and have a great spatious 
house wherein onely some few (that are as wee may 
tearme them Priests) come: thither at certaine knowne 
times resort all their people, and offer almost all the riches 
they have to their gods, as Kettles, Skins, H atchets, 
Beades, Knives, &c. aU which are cast by the Priests into 
a great fire that they make in the midst of the house, 
and there consumed to ashes. T o this offering every Burn! ifri"g. 
man bringeth freely, and the more he is knowne to bring, TIl( Dr";" 
hath the better esteeme of all men. T his the other ~U'J IIif 
Indians about us approve of as good, and wish their Jtrvlln/J !,om. 
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hardy and acreplable I~) Ihe Oe\'lll, fh:lt In time he rna)' 
arp<:are unto them. 

Their ~chims annot bee all called KlIlg~, but ondy 
lOme kw of them, to whom the rest re<;ort for rrotectlOn, 
:lnd p:t)' homa~ unto them, neither may they W1rre 
"uhout their knowledge and arrrobatlon, yet 10 be com­
nu.nded b)· the greater :IS OCCl!'>ion serveth. Of thi, ~rI 
15 '-ho;s::a",'SOwal our friend, ;;Ind Con:an:acu~ of ;-.Jarohlg~ 
gen~t our supposed enemy. Every S;;Ichim taketh are 
tor the wlddow :and f.ttherlesse, :also for such :I~ are aged, 
:and any w:!.)' mal'med, If their friends be dead, or not 
:able to provide for them. A Sachim Will not take any 
to wife, but mch :In one as IS equ:all to him in birth, 
otherA'lsc they say their seede would In time become 
ignoble, and though they have many other Wives, yet are 
tney no other then concubines or serv:tnts, and )"eeld :I. 

k.ind of obedience to the principa.ll, who ordereth the 
family, and them III it. The like their men ob!'>erve :lIsa, 
and will adhere 10 the first during their lives; but put 
away the other at their pleasure. This Government is 
successive and not by choyce. If the father dye before 
the sonne or daughter bee of age, then the chi Ide is 
committed to the protection and tuuion of some one 
amongst them, who rulelh in his ste:ad till hee be of :age, 
but when that is I know not. 

Every Sachim knoweth how farre the bounds and limits 
of his owne Countrey extenderh, and that is his owne 
proper inheritance, OUt of Ih:at If any of his men desire 
land to set their Corne, hee giveth them as much as they 
can use, and sets them in tneir bounds. J n this circuit 
whosoever hunteth, if any kill nny venison, bring him 
his fee, which is foure parts of the same, if it bee killed 
on the Land, but if in the water, then the skin thereof: 
The Great Sachims or Kings know not their owne bounds 
or limits of land, 3.S well ns the rest. AJI Travellers or 
Strangers for the most part lodge at thc S:lchims, when 
they come, they tell them how lon~ they will <;tay, :lnd to 
what place they goe, during which time they receive 
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their Corne, gather it in, and seeke out (or much of their 
food, beate and make readie the Corne to cate, and have 
all houshold care lying upon them. 

The younger sort reverence the cider, and doe all meane 
offices whilst they are together) although they be strangers. 
Boyes and girles may not weare their haire like men and 
women, but are distinguished thereby. 

A man is not accounted a man till he doe some notable 
act, or shew forth such courage and resolution as 
becommeth his place. The men take much Tobacco, but 
for boyes so to doe they account it odious. 

All their names are significant and variable; for when 
they come to the state of men and women, they alter 
them according to their deeds or dispositions. 

When a maide is taken in marria~e, shee first cu tteth 
her haire, and after weareth a covering on her head till 
her haire be growne out. Their women are diversly 
disposed, some as modest as they will scarce talke one 
with another in the company of men, being very cha~te 
also: yet other some light, lascivious and wanton. If a 
woman have a bad husband, or cannot affect him, and 
there bee warre or opposition betweene that and any other 
people, shee will runne away from him to the contrary 
partie and there live, where they never come unwelcome: 
for where are most women, there is g reatest plentie. 
\Vhen a woman hath her monethly termes, shee separateth 
her selfe from all other company, and liveth certaine dayes 
in a house alone: after which she washeth her selfe and 
all that shee hath touched or used, and is againe received 
to her husbands bed or family. For adultery the husband 
will beat his wife and put her away, if he please. Some 
common strumpets there are as well as in other places, 
but they are such as either never married, or widowes, or 
put away for adultery: for no man will keepe such an 
one to wife. 

In matters of unjust and dishonest dealing the Sachim 
examineth and punisheth the same. In case of thefts, for 
the first offence hee is disgracefully rebuked, for the 
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second beaten by the Sachim with a cudgell on the naked 
backe, for the third hee is beaten witfi many stroakes, 
and hath his nose slit upward, that thereby aU men may 
both know and shun him. If any man kill another, hee 
must likewise die for the same. The Sachim not onely 
passeth the sentence upon malefactors, but executeth the 
same with his owne hands, jf the partie bee then present; 
if not, sendeth his owne knife in case of death, in the 
hands of others to performe the same. But if the 
offender bee to receive other punishment, hee will not 
receive the same but from the Sachim himselfe, before 
whom being naked he kneeleth, and will not offer to runne 
away though hee beat him never so much, it being a 
greater disparagement for a man to cry during the time of 
his correction, then is his offence and punishment. 

As for their apparell, they weare breeches and stockings 
in one, like some Irish, which is made of Deere skinnes, 
and have shooes of the same leather. They weare also 
a Deeres skinne loose about them like a cloake, which 
they will turne to the weather side. In this habite they 
travell, but when they are at home, or come to their 
journeyes end, presently they pull of their breeches, 
stockings, and shooes, wring out the water, if they bee 
wet, and drie them, and rub or chafe the same. Though 
these be off, yet have they another small garment that 
covereth their secrets. The men weare also when they 
goe abroad in cold weather, an Otter or Fox skin on their 
right arme, but one1y their bracer on their left. Women 
and all of that sex weare strings about their legs, which 
the men never doe. 

The people are very ingenious and observative, they 
keepe account of time by the Moone, and Winters or 
Summers; they know divers of the Starres by name, in 
particular, they know the North-star, and call it Maske, 
which is to say, The Beare. Also they have many names 
for the Winds. They will guesse very well at the wind 
and weather before hand, by observations in the Heavens. 
They report also, that some of them can cause the wind 
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to blow in what part they list, can raise stormes and 
tempests, which they usually doe when they intend the 
death or destruction of other people, that by reason of 
the unseasonable weather, they may take advantage of 
their enemies in their houses. At such times they pcr-
forme their greatest exployts, and in such seasons when 
they are at enmitie with any, they keepe more carefull 
watch then at other times. 

As for the language it is vcrie copious, large, and L,mgudge. 
difficult, as yet wee cannot attaine to any great measure 
thereof; but can understand them, and explaine our 
selves to their understanding, by the helpe of those that 
daily converse with us. And though there be difference 
in an hundred miles distant of place, both in language and 
manners, yet not so much but that they very well under-
stand each other. And thus much of their lives and 
manners. 

In stead of Records and Chronicles, they take this Rtgistm. 
course, where any remark eabJe act is done, in memory of 
it, either in the place, or by some pathway neere adjoyning, 
they make a round hole in the ground about a foot deepe, 
and as much over, which when others passing by behold, 
they enquire the cause and occasion of the same, which 
being once knowne, they are carefull to acquaint aU 
men as occasion serveth therewith. And least such holes 
should bee filled, or growne up by any accident, as men 
passe by they will oft renew the same: By which meanes 
many things of great Antiquitie are fresh in memory. 
$0 that as a man travelleth, if hee can understand his 
guide, his journey will be the less tedious, by reason of 
many historicall Discourses will be related unto him. 

For that Continent, on which wee are called New- 1'IIt C~""fl'. 
England, although it hath ever beene conceived by the 
English, to bee a part of the maine Land adjoyning to 
Virginia, yet by relation of the Ind ians it should appeare 
to bee otherwise: fo r they affirme confidently, that it is New Eng/nnd 
an Iland, and that either the Dutch or French passe nn lImld. 

chorow from Sea to Sea, betweene us and Virginia, and 
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drive a great Trade in the same. T he name of that 
Inlet of the Sea, they call Mohegon, which I take to be 
the same which wee call H udsons "River, up which Master 
H udson went many leagues, and for want of meanes (as 
I heare) left it undiscovered. For confirmation of this, 
thei r opinio n is thus much; Though Virginia bee not 
above an hundred and fiftie leagues from us, yet they 
never heard of Powhatan, or knew that any English were 
planted in his Countrey, save onely by us and T isquantum, 
who went into an English Ship thither: And therefore it 
is the more probable, because the water is not passable 
for them, who are very adventurous in their Boates. 

Then for the temperature of the ayre, in almost three 
yeeres experience, I ca n scarce distinguish New E ngland 
from Old England, in respect of heate, and cold, frost, 
snow, raine, Winds, &c. Some object, because our P lanta­
tion lieth in the latitude of two and fortie, it must needes 
bee much hotter. I con fesse I cannot give the reason of 
the contrary; onely experience teacheth us, that if it doe 
exceed England, it is so little as must require better 
judgements to discerne it. And for the \..vinter, I rather 
thinke (if there be difference) it is both sharper and 
longer in New England then Old; and yet the want of 
those comforts in the one which I have enjoyed in the 
other, may deceive my judgement also. But in my best 
observation, comparing our ow-ne conditions with the 
Relations of other parts of America, I cannot conceive of 
any to agree better with the constitution of the En~lish, 
not being oppressed with extremitie of heat, nOr mpped 
with biting cold, by which mcanes, blessed be God, wee 
enjoy our health, notwithstanding those difficulties wee 
have undergone, in such a measu re as would have been 
admired if we had lived in England with the like meanes. 
The day is two homes longer then here, when it is at 
the shortest, and as much shorter when it is at the longest. 

The sayle is variable, in some places Mould, in some 
Clay, and others a mixed Sand, &c. The chiefest grai ne 
is the fndian M ays, or Ginny-Wheat; the seed-time 
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countrty I"oIC'tdu,nt of £nJ!'iand •• hlc.n returne Incruilble 
gillnct )·cc:rd~· (rom thence. And ,J lheYaln "" dae .hKh 
here bur thelf ,",h at ~ great charge, and lJ'iUHfort moJ'C 
Comp.any to m~kc thCJf "·oy;a~c. rhen 1'lU ltailc theIr ~hip~ 
what mily the: PLlntu"!I uf'C..:t whcn Of)(C they arc !lared. 
and nWtc thc mcxt of chelr 5r.&h thCK. and Imploy them­
~\'C~ .at Ic~1 CI(l~1ot moncths In hbiop-. whc.rcu r~ OtAcr 
fi!.h hut tourC'. and hnc theIr, hir he dc:ld In the Hubour 
;&11 the lime, whe.re:a) ~u('h IlJuppmg :loS belon¥ tQ Plant ..... 
tlom mil)" ukc fn.J~ht of 1):. ~cnFers or Cante thither, 
and tuvc their l~lhg provldeJ lI~an'lt thcy come. I 
confc<,.'\C we: hOI v!: come H) W ,hort or the meline, to rome 
such rcturn., :u wuh gre;ar diffiC\lILic wee h;llve prt:~N 
our )"'t'!; lIl~much;a.f; when I lookc: bild:;c uron our 
cORdlllOn, and wc.lkc mcanc:~ to rrc~rvc the. Name, I rathc.r 
admire ill Go..15 merciu and rrovldc:ncc m OLlt" pre.~a­
oon, then that nO grc:uc.r dung!! h"ve beenc Cff('(Uli b,. 
U!!. DUI though our bc:gtnnfflg have bccnc thu,j raw, 
!!mall. J,nd difficult, 11., thou h"'" !.Unc., yet thc same God 
th::lt h:uh hitherto led U'I rhoww the former, I h'~re wiU 
r21"C meane, 10 :accompli!lh the l:auer. 

hQp. V I. 
O"j ~CotIJ . The KillS" P.ttent to Sir \Vllhilffi 

AlcxMldcr Knight. for the Plllnl.ltion of New 
Scntl.lIltl in mcrtCl, ilnd hi~ rrocccdin~ 
therein: wllh .1 description of M.l.\\ooshcn for 
beller knowh:Jge of ththc parts. 

r1"'::;:~"'2>''11,t\cobu.. Dei gr.ltIil M~sn.t Bntt.nni..-, 
F"rllnc.i.c, & Ilihcrmoa: Ru tidclquc dcfen ... 
~)r: Omrllbu~, PNtU'l homllubl.l'I lotlU!; 
temt ,\uit Clerie.' & LU';'t'l ~.Ilutcln. S.:iatls 
nos semper lid qu:unhbc:t qu.!: ihl dt'CUi 

& emolumcncum 1'<1;:"' nmtn ,ufllt." 
.pc(tOlfct lX'" loncrn ;anlpic,tcmtum ti.1I'S.'\(' 

Intencu". lluUJ.mquc !luI ~tdl\m;m .ul m~$li Inn"XI;tm 
~4:quttilloncm ccn!>Cn:, qUlm ll~'K Inc:(ltrti & tnt"hl$ 
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regnis ubi vitx & victUl 5uppcctunt commode nevis 
deducendis Cololliis melu sit; pr:escrtlm 51 vel 'rN 
reg"a cuhoribus prius vacua, vel ab infidclibuo;, 9U05 ad 
Christianam converti fidem & Dci gloriam IllIerest 
plunmum, mscs!S1 fucnnt. Sed cum b< alia nonnulla 
regna, & hrec non it3. pridem nastra Anglia laudabilHcr 
sua nomina navis terris 3cquisitis sed in ~ 1>ubactis 
indiderunt, quam numeroS3 & frcquell s divino heneficia 
hlee gens, hac tempestale sit nobiscum reputantc~, 
quamque honesto aliquo & utili cullu earn silldio~ 
exerceri nl! in deteriora ex ignavia & otio prolabatur 
cxpedlal plerosque in Ilovam deducendos regionem quam 
Coloniis compleant, operx pretium duximus qui & animi 
promptitudine & alaaitale corporumque robore & viribus 
quibuscunque difficuJtatibus, si qui alii mortalium uspiam 
se audiant oppo nere, hune COll:ltum huic regno m:n:ime 
idoneum inde arbitramur quod virorum lantummodo & 
mulierum jumentorum & rrumenti, non cti:l.In pecunia: 
tmnsveetionem postulat, neque incornmodam ex ipsius 
regni mercibus retributionem hoc tempore cum ncg-otiatio 
:Ideo imminuta sit, possit reponere. llisee de caUSIS sicuti 
& propter bonum fidele & gratum dilecti noslri consiliarii 
D omini Willeimi Alexandri equitis scrvitium nobis 
prrestitum & pr:estandum, qui proprii!> impcnsis ex 
nostratibus primus eXlernam hane eoloniam dueendam 
cOMtus sit, diversasque terms infra designalis limitibu!> 
eircumscr iptas incolendas expetiverit. No!> igitur ex 
regali nostra ad Christianam rcligiollem propagandam & 
ad opulentiam, prosperi tatem, pacemque naturalium nos-
trorum subditorum dieti regni nostri Scotix acquirendam 
cum, sicuti alii Prineipes extranei in talibus casibus 
hactenus feeerunt , cum avisamento & con sensu pra::dicli 
!lostri consanguinei & eonsiliarii Joannis Comitis de Marr 
D omini Erskenc & Garrioche summi noslri Thesaurarii 
eompu torum rotulatoris collectoris ae T hesaurarii novarum 
nostrarum augmentationum hujus Regni noslri Scotix, 
ae rel iquorum dominorum nostrorum Commissionariorum 
ejusdem Regni nostri, dedimus coneessimus & dis-
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posuimus, tenoreque prl£sentis chartl£ nostrre damus 
concedimus & disponimus pra:facto Domino Willelmo 
Alexandra, ha::redibus suis vel assignatis quibuscunque 
ha:reditarie omnes & singulas terras continentis ac insulas 
situatas & jacentes in America, intra caput seu promon­
torium comrnuniter Cap. de Sable appellatum jacens prope 
latitudinem quadraginta trium graduum aut ab eo circa, 
ab requinoctiali linea versus septentrionem, a. quo premon­
torio versus littus maris tendentis ad occidentem ad 
stationem Sancta:: Marire navium (vulgo S. Maries Bay) 
& deinceps versus septentrionem per directam lineam 
introitum sive ostium magnre illius stationis navium 
trajicientem qure excurrit in terrre orientalem plagam inter 
Regionis Sutlquorum & Etechemmorum (vulgo Suriquois 
& Etechemines) ad fluvium vulgo nomine Santre Crucis 
appellatum: Et ad scaturiginem remotissimam sive 
fontem ex occidentali parte ejusdem qui se primum 
prredicto fiuvio immiscet, unde per imaginariam directam 
lineam qure perl?ere per terram seu currere versus sep­
tentrionem conclpietur ad proximam navium stationem, 
fiuvium vel scaturiginern in magno fiuvio de Cannada 
sese exonerantem. Et ab eo pergendo versus orientem 
per maris oras littorales ejusdem fiuvii de Cannada ad 
fiuvium stationem navium portum aut litcus communiter 
nomine de Gachepe vel Gaspe notum & appellatum, Et 
deinceps versus Euronotum ad insulas Bacalaos vel Cap. 
Briton vocatas Relinquendo easdem Insulas a. dextra & 
voraginem dicti magni fiuvii de Cannada sive magne 
station is navium & terras de New-found-land, cum insulis 
ad easdem terras pertinentibus a sinistra. Et deinceps ad 
Caput sive promentorum de Cap. Briton prl£dictum jacens 
prope latitudinem quadraginta quinque graduum aut eo 
circa. Et a dicto promentorio de Cap. Briton versus 
meridiem & Occidentem ad prredictum Cap. Sable ubi 
incipit perambulatio inc1udenda & comprehenda intra 
dictas maris oras littorales ac earum circumferentias a mari 
ad omnes terras cominentis cum fiuminibus torrentibus, 
sinubus, littoribus, insulis aut maribus jacentibus prope 
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infra S«!'t lua' ad lliqU2m earundcm JUrtem et ()( dcnu.iI 
boroh \ cI ont:nl"Jli pattlbu, Onlrum Imorahum « pr::tlo."lne-
tuum arundcm ). tab Euronoto (Uti jaect Car. BnHon) 
& ex austnh ""rte c;Ju!odt:m ubI C'U Car de ~bTc omnia 
m:m:a .Ie lOSW:a, "eMU maidiem inlr":l qW.dr.l~lOta leuca. 
dicluum onrum htlonllum urundcm m:llo!nam lnlubm 
\ ul~ltcr arrdbu.m lit:: de 502ble vel ~bl"n Includen 
jal..Cl1. \'CNU arlu:n \'ulgo South luth·c.a I, elra Irlglnta 
Icuc:llS l dlclO Cap. Bnewn 10 mUI b; eXI len 111 bllludlnc: 
qua.ir.agml"l. qu:aluor gnJuum aut co C'tf"\.'2 Q:;.r qu,dcm 
IC:~ rf"X'dl.:-tr omhl tempore "ffuluro nOnllne :--"0"'1: 

~ tl~ m AmerIca gsudebunl. ~:a cl:am rrrf:uu, 
Dominus \\ illdmu, In patlCS ~ p<.'f"Uolle' IICUI CI 

\'i um £oer!1 dj\'H~et usdemquc ncmin:a rro ~nerl.Clto 
Imronet. Una cum omnibus fndlna lum r'ej!2hbu' aun 
& ugcnli quam allis rodanl .. ferri. rlumhi, cupn. Ianni, 
rn", &.c. 

In cUJus rei lesllmanlum huic pr,:r'\('llll Chul'): nOto!rT 
magnum Sigillum nourum :arponi pr%'Ccpimu~ T t ubu 
przdictis nOHm. conl:ln~inC'i' & CaRt.iJiuwl. );&,obo 
Marchione de H~milton Comllc:.\rr.a.nlZ' & C,1.mbf"ld~c 
Domino AVe" & Innerdail, Gear io 1\\t'lso,Ui comlte 
Domino KeLch & alt. regni no .. tn h.rj~lIo. Alexandra 
Comite de Dunfermling Domino F)'\,jte & urquhant n, lro 
Cancclb.rio, Thom:a Comile de r-.tclrol Domino Sne 
& Bynnin$' n~tro Seocu.rio. Dil«lis no~!ri~ famLliuibu 
Consi]ianl.s Domino Rich:ardo KoKburne Junillre de 
ClerkinJ;:ton "ostri SecretL igilli cuStode. Georgia I h~ 
de Kn tfirunis noslrorum Rotulorum Regi\lrorum at 
Concilii Clerico. J oanne Cockburnc dt' Orme~toun n05trz 
J ustiliuill!: Clerico. & j<nnnc Scot de Sco[li!i1:1ruet l\o!Otnr 
Cancellaria: Directorc, Mihribu!. Apud Cutdlum 
nostrum de \\'ill60rc dcc.imo die Inl!nsi!> '>Cfllcmbris Ann.l 
Domini milesimo sexcntcsimo vigesimo primo Reg. 
norumque nostrorum :Innis quinqua&c~lmo quinro &­
decimo nona. 

Sir F'erd inando Gorge being entrusted wi!h che ~ff:lrre~ 
J91 
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of New England, after hee had advised with some of the 
Company; considering the largenesse of the bounds 
intended to bee planted by his Majesties subjects in 
America, and the slow progresse of Plantations in these 
parts, that the Scottish Nation may be perswaded to 
imbarke themselves in their forraine enterprise; hee was 
content that Sir William Alexander * Knight, one of his 
Majesties most Honorable Privy Councel of that 
Kin~domeJ should procure a Patent of such a bound! 
as hiS Majestie should appoint to bee called New Scotland, 
and to bee held of the Crowne of Scotland, and governed 
by the Lawes of that Kingdome, as his said Patent con­
taining all the bounds, that doth lie to the East of Saint 
Croix, compassed with the great River of Canada on 
the North, and the Maine Ocean on tbe South doth more 
particularly beare. Whereupon the said Sir William did 
set out a Shippe with a Colony of purpose to plant, which 
being too late in setting forth were forced to stay all the 
Winter at New-found-Land, and though they had a 
Shippe with new provisions the next Spring from the 
sayde Sir William, yet by reason of some unexpected 
occasions, the chiefe of the Company resolved not to 
plant at the fir st, but onely to discover and to take 
possession, which a number made choyce of for that 
purpose did happily performe. 

The three and twentieth of June, they loosed ITom 
Saint Johns Harbour in New-found-Land, and sayled 
towardes New Scotland, where for the space of fourteene 
dayes they were by Fogges and contrarie Windes kept 
backc from spying Land till the eight of July: thereafter 
that they saw the West pan of Cape Breton, and so till 
the thirteenth day, they sayled to and fro alongst the 
Coast till they came the length of Port de Muton, where 
they discovered three very pleasant H arbours, and went 
a shoare in one of them, which they called Lukes Bay, 
where they found a great way up to a very pleasant River 
being three fathoms deepe at low water; at the entry 
thereof, and on every side of the same they did see very 

39' 



T HE PAT ENT Fo n NOV ,I SCOTI A 

delica.te M C3dowes, having Roses white: and red growing 
thereon, with a kind of wild Lilly, which h3.d 3. very 
daintie smell. 

The next day they resolved to coast 1Iiongst to discover 
the next Harbour, which was but two leagues distant from 
the other, where they found :t more piC'3sant River. bC:lng 
foure f."lthom water 31 a low W:lter, with Mcadowes on 
both sides thereof. h:l\'ng Roses anJ Lilhes vowing 
thereon as the other had. They found within thiS River 
3. very 6t place (or 3. Pbnt3.tioll, both in regard that it 
was naturally apt to bee fonified, and thai all the ground 
betweene the twO Rivers was without \Vood, 2nd " .. :IS 

good fat earth having sevcnll sons of Berries growing 
thereon, as Gooseberrr, Strawberry, Hy ndberry, Rasberry, 
and a kinde of Red-wineberr),: As :llso some sorts of 
Gl"3ine, as Pease, some cares of 'Vheat, Barle),. :lnd R)'e, 
growing there wild; the Pease grow every where in 
abu ndance, very big and good [0 eate, but taste of the 
Fitch. Thi s R iver is called P Ort Joll)', from whence tht:y 
coasted alongst to Port egro, being 12. leagues distant, 
where ::all the way as they sailed alongst they found a 
very pleasant Countrey having growing ever), where such 
things ::as they did see in the two H arbours where the), 
had beene. They found likewise in every River abund­
ance of Lobsters. and Cockles, and other sm:alJ fic;hes: 
and also they found not andy in the R ivers, but all the 
Coast alongst, numbers of sevel"311 SOrtS of \Villl-fowle, 
as \Vild-goose, Black-Duck, Woodcock, H erron, Pigeon, 
and many other sorts of Fowle which they knew not. 
They found likewise, as they sailed along-sl the Coast 
abundance of great Cod, with severalJ other sorlS of great 
fi shes. The Countrey is full of W oods, not very thick, 
and the most part Oake, the rest Fir-tree, Spruce, Birch, 
and many other sorts of wood which they had not sce ne 
before. 

Having discovered this part of the Countrey in regard 
of the voyage, their Ship was to make to the Straits with 
fi shes, they resolved to coast alongst from L ukes Bay to 
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Port ,1(' :\1,,((10. brtnJl rOUte ~'Uu to the wt chercof, 
where chry c:,,,-ounlnd Wllh • F'rcn<..bmll1, char It. a Yay 
short \101(' tud 2 ~I \-OT"Jf:'t. luvln" finnidw::d nn.t: ~b.ip 
aW;tt wllh fi.he-"" ami Iud tlC'etc .a rr.an1 read, .., co Joad 
hi_ own(" , blp .ncl n!i'I('N .\00 luvtng takco I V,ty c( 
thn P\.W1. w~ t h 10 d\l:,ir Ju..ii::cmt'''C tftc, (0I1nd no wnu 
In(tTI~r 10 Ihr ~.c ch('r Iud CCIH' bcIOC"t, chey rClOl;cd 
10 K'!tC tw .. c I .. ,scw·f'I,ult,j.bn.d. where rhelr Ship W1\ 

I,,) ft'(rn(' ~('r lr>.ldlPQ: r 6.hn., the wcn!)crh cf ) 111, 
Ihe,. iooo<d (rom chch(c. and eta.: !Ion'cn and ,wuti!:'"-!. 
Ihc~; they .,"wcd ~I ~Inl J.,hn. I t ltboUJ U" NC1I'~ 
(.lUr:W- nJ: aM from rhctKt' llcJ &Jon I Iii" SIT of 
Coattpl::OD, .!un; eher It(r (he hlp ... nd di>ple(hcd 
U!'Cmtdv" hOft'.c l.ft IC'"vrnll . lupt cbt bcLoa.g~ co tbe. 
\\'c~t raft to; Fn~lanJ, and Joe intcnd tlus nne ~ 
co w' "wlh .& Colon, 10 plant d)t'tC 

rhc- de: npllon 01 the ("ounlr~~' of \ h " 'ooshcn. 
iii ()\crw bl the Eng" h In the "cere r6o" 
,. ). 6,"'i ~. and 9· 

M :\. lhtn it , Countr« I'nng ta Iht" N' IMh anJ b~ 
. I .. I If \ 1'(:1n).S, bctwttnc (he' dt"i;'1"ft' "'.J .and 

Hie, rm:c- tn;:uo bNIlJ, "nd 6Ft:!!" an kr;:th. IYI",~ 
III btadlh J'~ t aqJ '\'Ctl, and In length 'iorth and !'outh. 
It It bordered on the- 1' .. " tiJe- .ili! ;a (UUniftY. I.be: 
rr.:>J'lc •• h.e-fftlf ther ,11 T.lrnntl"n on che- \\'Ct' with 
J.:Pll·Om:lft, on Ihe. ~ ~fh .llb '1 £,"Tnl Wood C'"lllkd 
'Sc-n.s.giccount". snJ on Ihe . uth .llh 1M- ~:rnc CKnn 
~u, .100 m..ln\' ll.lnJ 

In \h.,,q.hcn u ~('nlclh che-fe SIT nine RI\·CN. 
.. hac"!" chI: lint co ehc 1· .... e II IIcJ O!lIbl~ucftOn; on 
14hl!h ehefe ,s one TOWIlC, whl:l"Cln dwdl IWO ~t-rnoI; 
or l.orJ" thc one c:.UeJ .hUcnn, du:' olhcr Abcrmor, In 
chi' Tnwnc .In fifuc hou.c ... .an.! 150. "u'n. Thc MIlk 
of .hl~h IO",lIc n Prcc,l,nlc; rhi, RI\'ct runnteh fUTC 
ur InlO the \I ",),n..-:. al Ihc h".! Ih('rt',,( lhe~ I .1 
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into the Sea teone fa thoms deepe, and halfe a. mile 
over. 

The next is Pemaquid, a goodly River and very com­
modious all things considered; it is ten fathoms water 
at the entrance, anQ. fortie miles up there arc two fathoms 
and a halfe at low water; it is halfe a mile broad, and 
runneth IIno the Land North many daies journey: where 
is a great Lake of 18. leagues long and foure broad. In 
thIS L ake arc seven ~reat Hands: toward the farthest 
end there falleth In a River, which they call Acaconstomed, 
where they pac;~ with their Boates tnirtie daies journe)' 
up. and from thence they goe over Land twentie daies 
journey morc, and then come to another River, where 
they have a trade with Anadabis or Anadabiion, with 
whom the Frenchmen have had commerce for along tIme. 
Neere to the North of this River of Pemaquid are three 
Townes: the first is Upsegon l where Bashabes their 
chide Lord doth dwell. And in this Towne are sixtie 
houses, :and 2. 50. men, it is three dales journey within 
the Land. The second is C:aiocame; the third Shas· 
heekeing. These twO last Townes are opposite one to 
the other, the River dividing them both, and the), are 
two daies journey from the Towne of Bashabes. In 
Caiocame dwelleth Maiesquls, and in Sh:uheokeing 
Bowant, two Saga-mas, subjects to Bashabes. Upon both 
sides of thIS Rivu up to the very Lake, for a good 
distance the ground is plaine, without Trees or Bushes, 
but full of long Gn.sse, like unto a pleasant meadow, 
which the Inhabitants doe burne once l reere to have 
fresh feed for their Deere-. Beyond this Meadow are 
great \~'oods, whereof more shall bee spoken hereafter. 
the RI\'er of Pemaquid is fo~ da)'es journey from the 
mouth of O!Jibiques~on. 

The third River is ailed Ramas~oc. and is distant from 
the mouth of Pemaquid foure daies journey; it is rwentie 
fathoms at the entrance, and huh a mile over; it runneth 
in to the ~d thr~ daies journey, Uld within Jesse then 
3. dllies journey of Ihe dwelling of Bashabes: upon this , .. .e 
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River there is a Towne named Panohscot, the Lord 
whereof is called Sihatahood; who hath in his Town 
fiftie houses, and eightie men. 

The fourth River Apanawapeske, lying West and by 
South of Ramassoc, at the entrance whereof there is 
twentie fathoms water, and it is a mile broad: it runneth 
up into the Countrey five daies journey; and within 
three daies of the mouth are two Townes, the one called 
Meecombe, where dwelleth Aramasoga, who hath in his 
Towne fiftie houses, and eightie men. The other is 
Chebegnadose, whose Lord is Skanke, and hath thirtie 
houses and ninetie men. The mouth of Apanawapeske 
is distant from Ramassoc three daies journey. 

To the South-west foure daies journey, there is another 
excellent River; in the entrance whereof is twentie 
fathoms water, and it is a quarter of a mile broad, it 
runneth into the Land two daies journey, and then there 
is a great fall, at the head whereof there is a Lake of a 
daies journey long and as much in breadth. On the 
side of this Lake there is a Strait, and at the end of that 
Strait there is another Lake of foure daies journey long, 
and two daies journey broad; wherin there are two !lands, 
one at the one end, and another at the other end. I 
should have told you that both these Lakes, as also the 
rest formerly spoken of, doe infinitely abound with fi-esh 
water fish of all sorts, as also with divers sorts of Creatures, 
as Otters, Beeves, sweete Rats, and such like. 

The sixt River is called Apponick, on which there are 
three Townes; the first is called Appisham, where dwelleth 
Abochigishic. The second is Mesaqueegamic, where 
dwelleth Amniquin, in which there is seven tie houses 
and eightie men; the third is Matammiscowte, in which 
are eightie houses and ninetie men, and there dwelleth 
Narracommique. 

To the Westward of this there is another River called 
Aponeg: it hath at the entrance ten fathoms water, and 
is a mile broad: it runneth up into a great Sound of 
fresh water. Upon the East side of this River there ;tre 
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two Townes, the one called Nebamocago, the other called 
Asshawe. In the first dwellcrh Mentaurmet, and hath 
in his Towne 160. housholds, and some 300. men. In 
the second dwelleth Hamerhaw, and hath in his T owne 
eightie housholds and scventie men. On the West side 
there is another T owne called Neredoshan, where are 120. 

housholds, and 100. men. There is a Sagamo or Lord 
called Sabenaw. 

Three daies I'ourney from Aponeg to the Westward, 8. 
there is a good y River called Sagadohoc; the entrance Sagd(f4/lor. 

whereof is a mile and an halfe over, holding that breadth ,Ht1".C:,Ps,,-
a daies journey, and then it maketh a great Sound of 
three daies journey broad: in which Sound are six Ilands, 
foure great and full of Woods, and two Jesse without 
Woods: The ~reater are calJed Sowaghcoc, Neguiwo, 
Neiwoc. And In the verie entrance of this River there 
is another smalJ Hand: from the West of which lland 
to the Maine, there is a Sand that makcth as it were a 
bar, so that that way is not passable for shipping: but 
to the Eastward there is two fathom s water. This Sound 
divideth it selfe into two branches or armes, the one 
running North-east twentie foure daies journey, the other 
North-west thirtie daies journey into the Maine: At the 
heads whereof there are two Lakes) the vVestermost being 
eight daies journey long, and foure daies journey broad; 
and the Eastermost foure daies journey long) and two 
daies broad. The River of Aponeg runneth up into this 
Sound, and so maketh as it were a great Iland between 
Sagadahoc and it. From the Hand upward the water is 
fresh, abounding in Salmons, and other fresh-water fish. 
Some thirteene or fourteen daies journey from the entrance 
in the North-east branch, there is a little arme of a River 
that runneth East some daies journey, which hath at the 
entrance foure fathoms water. Upon this arme there is 
one over fall, wh ich standeth halfe a daies journey above 
this branch: upon this arme there are foure Townes: 
The first is called Kenebeke, which hath eightie houses, 
and one hundred men. The Lord whereof is Apom-
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harnen. The second is Ketangheanycke, and the Sagamos 
name is Octoworthe, who hath in his Towne ninetie 
housholds, and three hundred and thirtie men. This 
Towne is foure dares journey from Kenebeke, and eight 
dares journey from To the Northward is the 
third Towne, which they call Naragooc; where there 
are fiftie housholds, and one hundred and fiftie men. The 
chiefe Sagamo of that place is Cocockohamas. And on 
the small branch that runneth East standeth the fourth 
Towne, named by Massakiga; where there are but eight 
housholds, and fartie men. Upon the Northwest branch 
of this Sound stand two Townes more: The first is called 
Amereangan, and is distant ITom Kenebeke sixe dayes 
journey. In this place are ninetie housholdes, and two 
hundred and sixtie men, with two Sagamoes; the one 
called Sasuoa, the other Scawas. Seven daies journey 
hence there is another Sagamo, whose name is Octo­
worokin, and his Townes name Namercante, wherein are 
fortie housholds, and one hundred and twentie men. A 
dayes journey above Namercante there is a downefall, 
where they cannot passe with their Cannoes, but are 
inforced to carrie them by Land for the space of a quarter 
of a mile, and then they put them into the River againe : 
And twelve dayes journey above this Downfall there is 
another, where they carrie their Boates as at the first; 
:l.nd sixe dayes journey more to the North is the head 
of this River, where is the Lake that is of eight dayes 
journey long, and foure dayes brO:l.d before mentioned. 
In this Lake there is one IIand; and three dayes 
journey from this Lake there is a Towne which is called 
Buccawganecants, wherein are threescore housholds, and 
foure hundred men: And the Sagamo thereof is called 
Baccatusshe. This man and his people are subjects to 
the Bashabez of Mawooshen, and in his Countrey is the 
farthest limit of his Dominion, where he hath any that 
doe him homage. 

9. To the Westward of Sagadahoc, foure dares journey 
dllMllldhdgd . there is another River calred Ashamahaga, which hath 
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I' the entrance ~Ixe f.athom~ W:ller, :and I' hillft II quarter 
of II. mile l'oroad. It runneth Into the Land t~n da)'c 
Journey: Olnd on the cast !.ide there III (Inc 'I nwnc called 
Agnagebcoc, wherein are sevcntie hou~s. and twO hundr.:d 
and tortic men, with two Sagamos, the onc called 
l\1:aurmct, the other Ca~herokenil. 
~ven dayes journey to the .. uth-west of Ash2mahaga 

lhe~ IS :Lnother River, lhat is ~ixe f2.thoms to the entrance: 
ThiS RI"er IS named Shaw:akotoc, and is halfe a myJc 
broad; It runneth Into the L3.nd fiftie daYl!s journey: but 
foure dayes from the cntn.nce it i~ so naITOW, ,hat the 
Trees growmg on each s.ide doe so crOS5C with thelf 
boughes and bodies on the other, :is it permittclh not 
any meanes to pa .... e with Boates that way: for which 
cause the Inhabitants th:n on any ocasion are to travell 
to the head, are forced to goe by Land, taking their way 
upon the 'Vest side. At the end of this Ri\'er there is 
a Lake of foure dares journey long, and two dayes broad, 
wherein are two Jiands. To the North-West foure daies 
journey from this L::!.ke, at the head of this Ri\,t:r 
Shawakatoc there is a small Province, which they call 
Crokemago, wherein is one Towne. This is the 
,Vestermost River of the Dominions of Ba~shabez., and 
Qyibiquisson the Westermost. 

To the Reader. 

I Have thought good to adde to the English Plantations 
in New England, those in the neignbour Countrey 

of New-found-land. This was first discovered, Ann. 
'497. by S. Sebastian Cabot, set forth by King Llenry 
the seventh: the Voyages followed of M. Rut, Albert 
de Prato, M. H ore, and others. Ann. 1583. actuall and 
formall possession, was taken in the right of ~eene 
Elizabeth of glorious memory, and her Successours, b), 
that memorable Knight, Sir Humfrey Gilbert (see sup. 
lib. 4. ca. 13.) And in the yeere, 1609. M. John Guy 
of Bristoll did write a Treatise to animate the English 
to plant there, a written Copy whereof I have. A. ,61 0. 
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It pleased his most excellent Majestie to grant a Patent 
for a Plantation, part whereof (the whole might seeme 
too long for our purpose) we have inserted. 

[ IV... Chap. VII. 
18 76.] The beginning of the Patent for New-found-Iand; 

and the Plantation there made by the English, 
1610. delivered in a Letter dated thence from 
M. Guy, to M. Slany: Also of the weather 
the three first Winters, and ofCaptaine Weston: 
with other remarkable Occurrents. 

1F~F"'~;F;1Ames, by the Grace of God, of Great 
Brittaine, France, and Ireland King, 
Defendour of the Faith, &c. To all 
people to whom these Presents shall 
come, greeting. Know yee, whereas 
divers Our loving and well disposed 
Subjects, are desirous to make Planta~ 

tion to inhabite and to establish a Colony or Colonies, 
in the Southerne and Easterne parts of the Countrey, 
and lie or Ilands, commonly called New-found-land, 
unto the Coast and Harbour whereof the Subjects of 
this OUf Realme of England have for the space of 6ftie 
yeeres and upwards, yeerely used to resort in no small 
numbers to fish; intending by such Plantation and 
inhabiting, both to secure and make safe the said Trade 
of Fishing to Our Subjects for ever; And also, to make 
some commendable benefit for the use of mankind by 
the lands and profits thereof, which hitherto from the 
beginning (as it seemeth manifest) hath remained unprofit­
able: And for better performance of such their purpose 
and intentions, have humbly besought Our Regall 
Authoritie and assistance; Wee being well assured that 
the same Land or Countrey adjoyning to the foresaid 
Coasts, where Our Subjects use to fish, remaineth so 
destitute and desolate of inhabitance, that scarce anyone 
Savage person hath in many yeeres beene scene in the 
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mo I rut!. thereof \nd "('11 knO\\lhJ,! Ih:lt the me 
Iymg. and bcllL~ \aUonl, I a-. "ell tor the rc:.a In 
.Ifnr('ouid, 2~ (or m:lny othC'r rea<;<m" very commoJluu 
for t'lO and Our Dominion- And Ihat h\' the uw (If 
Nl1lure, and I\allons, We m2y of Our Royall Author!uc, 
po ,<,~ our ~h·e.~, and make ~Ullt thereof, without 
doing "rong to 211)' other Prince, or 5Itllt'. considennf! 
the) cannot lu!<tir pretend :lny ~l\'en.i~ntie or Right there­
unto, in re~pecl that the: same rc.m:I.IIl(,th so V:lcant and 
not ~tually ro~~s~d, 2nd inhabited by :lily Chmti:ln. 
or other whom~\"er. And therefore, thinkin~ It :1 

muter and action well beseeming :l Chnstian King, to 
make true U~ of ,hal which God from the beginning: 
crc2ted for m2nkind; And therefore ilHcnding, not ondy 
to worke 2nd procure the benefit and good of man)' of 
Our Subject~. but principally to Increase the knowledge 
of the Omnipotent God, and the rrorag;uion of Our 
Chnstian Faith, have gr:tcioudy accepted of their said 
intention, and suit. And therefore doe of Our speCiali 
grace, certaine knowledge, and meere mOtIon, for Us, 
Our H eires, and Successors, gi\'e, graUllt, and conflrme 
by these Presents, unto Our right deere, and right 
welbeloved Cousin, and CounseUor, Henry Earle of 
Northampton, Keeper of Our Privy Seale, and to Our 
trustie and right welbeloved, Sir Laurence Tanfield 
Knight, chiefe Baron of OUf Exchequer, Sir John 
D odridge Kn ight, one of Our Sergeants at Law, Sir 
Francis Bacon Knight, Our Sollicitor GeneraJl, Sir Daniel 
Dun, Sir Walter Cope, Sir lliercivall Willoughby, and 
Sir John Constable Knights, John Weld Esquire, William 
Freeman, Ralph Freeman, J ohn Siany, lIumfrey Sian). 
William Turner, Robert Kirka m Gentlemen, John Weld 
Gentleman, Richard Fishburne, John Browne, H um frey 
Spencer, Thomas Juxon, John Stokely, Ellis Crispe, 
Thomas Alpert, Francis Needeham, \"" illiam J ones, 
Thomas Lang ton, Phillip Gifford, John Whittin~am, 
Edward Allen, Richard Bawd ier, Thomas J ones, SImon 
Stone, John Shari, John Vigars, John Juxon, Richard 
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Hobby, Robert Alder, Anthony Haveland, Thomas 
Aldworth, William Lewis, John Guy, Richard Hallworthy, 
John Langton, Humfrey Hooke, Phillip Guy, William 
Meredith, Abram Jenings, and John Dowghtie, their 
Heires and Assignes. And to such, and so many as they 
doe, or shall hereafter admit to be joyned with them in 
forme hereafter in these Presents expressed, whether they 
goe in their persons to bee planted in the said Plantation, 
or whether they goe not, but doe adventure their Monyes, 
Goods, and Chattels, that they shall bee one Body, or 
Comminaltie perpetuall, and shall have perpetuall succes­
sion, and one common Seale to serve for the said Body, 
and Comminaltie; And that they, and their successours 
shall be knowne, called, and incorporated by the name 
of the Treasurer, and the Company of Adventurers, and 
Planters of the Citie of London, and Bristoll, for the 
Colony or Plantation in New-found-Iand, and that they, 
and their successours shall bee from henceforth for ever 
inabled, to take, require, and purchase by the name afore­
said (Licence for the same, from Us, Our Heires and 
Successours first had, and obtained) any manner of Lands, 
Tenements, and Hereditaments, Goods, and Chattels, 
within Our Realme of England, and Dominion of Wales, 
and that they, and their successours shall bee likewise 
inabled by the name aforesaid, to plead and be impleaded, 
before any Our Judges, or Justices in any of Our Courts, 
and in any Actions and Suits whatsoever. And Wee 
doe also of Our said speciall grace, certaine knowledge, 
and meere motion, for Us, Our Heires, and Successours, 
give, grant, and contirme unto the said Tresurer and 
Company, and their Successours, under the reservations, 
limitations, and declarations hereafter expressed, all that 
part and portion of the said Countrie, commonly called 
New found land, which is situate, lying and being to the 
Southward of the paralell line to be conceived to passe 
by the Cape or hedland, commonly called or knowne by 
the name of Bonewist Inclusive, which Cape or hedland 
is to be Northward of the Bay, commonly called Trinity 
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Bay, and also which is situate, lying, and being to the 
Eastward of the Meridian line, to be conceived to passe 
by the Cape, or headland, commonly called or knowne by 
the name of Cape Saneta Maria, or Cape Saint Maries 
Inclusive, which Cape or headland is to be Eastward of 
the Bay commonly called the Bay of Placentia, together 
with the Seas and Ilands lying within ten Jea@'ues of any 
part of the Sea coast of the Countrie aforesaid, and also 
all those Countries, Lands, and Ilands commonly called 
Newfound land, wh ich I1re situate betweene forty and six 
degrees of Northerly latitude, and two and fifty degrees 
of the like latitude, and also all the Lands, Soyle, Grounds, 
Havens, Ports, Rivers, Mines, as well royall Mines of 
Gold and Silver, as other Mines, Minerals, Pearies, and 
precious stones, Woods, ~arries, Marshes, Waters, 
Fishings, Hunting, Hawking, Fowling, Commodities, 
and Hereditaments whatsoever, together with all Preroga­
tives, J urisdictions, Royalties, Priviledges, Franchises, 
and Preheminencies, within any the said Territories, and 
the precincts thereof whatsoever, and thereto or there 
abouts, both by Sea and Land, being, or in any sort 
belonging or appertaining; and which wee by our Letters 
Patents mayor can grant, and in as ample manner and 
sort, as We or any of Our Noble progenitors have hereto­
fore granted to any Company, body politique or Corporate, 
or to any Adventurer or Adventurers, Undertaker, or 
Undertakers of any Discovery, Plantation, or Trafficke, 
of, in or into any foraine parts whatsoever, and in as 
large and ample manner, as if the same were herein 
particularly mentioned and expressed. Neverthelesse 
Our will and pleasure is, and We doe by these presents 
expresse and declare, that there be saved, and reserved 
unto all manner of persons of what Nation soever, and 
also to all and every Our loving Subjects, which doe at 
this present, or hereafter shall trade, or voyage to the 
pans aforesaid for Fishing, &c. April. 27. A. Reg. 8. 
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Ma!l tcr J ohn Guy hi~ Letter to 
T reas urer, and to the Counse ll 
found-land Plantation. 

Master 
of the 

51. ny 
N ew-

RIght worshipful1, it may please you {O underst;utd, 
that It was the tenth day of this moneth of May 

before the Barke of Northam, called the Consent, arrived 
here In ~ew-found-1and; notwlthstandine: that :l Ship of 
BnsroU, called the LlOnesse, came to thiS Countrey the 
second of May In a moneths space: :wd the Trial of 
Dartmouth arrived here before in sixteene dares: By 
reason of which stay of the aforesaId Barke, nothIng could 
be done to take any of the places deSIred: all being 
possessed before. So that the Ship that commeth, whereoT 
as yet there is nO newes, IS to trust to the p'lace here, 
which I~ rec.crved for her; which I hope Will prove a 
good place. Some yeeres :as great a Voyage hath bin 
made here, as IR any place In this Land: God send her 
hither In !.afeue. I have not yet seene any of the 
Countrey to the Southward. or Northward of rhl" Bay 
of Conception since this "pring. because I expected d:uly 
the ~nvall of the Barke, :and thought It not fit to be 
ab~nt herehence unull ~he were a.rrived, and dIspatched: 
but presently upon her departure, no time, God willing 
shall be lost. The care that was taken to reqU1re generally 
the Fishermen to assist us, :and to su pply our wants. if 
any should be, was most joyfull and comfortahle to us • 
which was most willingly accomplished by the most part 
of those which I have yet seene: yet, God be pl11ised, 
such was the state of aU things with us, as we were in no 
want of victuals, but had a great remainder, as you shall 
after understand. 

The state of the Autumne and Winter was in these 
parts of New-found-land after this manner. In both the 
moneths of October and November, there were scarce 
six dayes wherin it either freeud or snowed: and that 
so little, tbat presently it wu thawed and melted with 
the strength of the Suone: All the residue of the aforesaid 
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two moneths being both warmer and drier then in 
England. In D ecember we had .sometimes Caire weather, 
some times frost and snow, and sometime open weather 
and raine: for in the latter end it was ra inie, and was 
open weather. AJI these three moneths the winde was 
so variable, as it would every fortnight visite all the points 
of the Compasse. 

The most part of January and February unto the middle 
of March the frost continued: the winde beincr (or the 
most part Westerly, and now and then Northerly; not­
withstanding three or foure times, when the winde was 
at South, it began to thaw and did raine. That which 
fell in this season was for the most part Snow, which with 
the heare of the Sunne would be consumed in the open 
places within a few dayes. That which abode longest 
was in February. During this time many dayes the Sun 
shone warme and bright tram morning CO night: notwith­
standing the length of this frosty weather, small brookes 
that did run almost in levell with a slow course, were 
not the whole winter three nights over trozen so thicke, 
as that the Ice could beare a D ogge to goe over it, which 
I found by good proofe: for every morning I went to 
the brooke which runneth by our house to wash. The 
Snow was never above eighteene inches thicke generally 
out of the drift; so that the feare of wanting wood or 
water never tooke hold of us: for albeit we made no 
provision for them, yet at a minute of an houres warning 
we were furn ished where there were Lakes of fresh water 
that stood still and did not run, there it remained frozen 
able to heare a man almost three moneths, and was not 
dissolved untiU the middle of Aprill. But where the 
ayre had entrance and issue out of them, there was no 
tr051. \Vhen the winde in the winter time in England 
is at the North-east one moneth together, the frost is 
greater, and the cold more sharpe, then it is here at all. 
There was no moneth in all the winter that some of our 
company did not cravell in, either by land or by water, 
and lie abroad and drinke water, in places distant two, 
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three, foure llnd five leagues from our habitation, and 
sometimes lay in the wooa6 without fire, and received nO 

narme. When April,1 tame our Spring began, and the tint 
that did bud was the small Resen or the Corinth tree. 
Our Company was not letted in working abroad, & in 
tne woods and open ayre fifteene dayes the whole winter. 
We never wanted the comJYo1ny of Ravens and small 
Birds: So tnat the doubts that have bin made of the 
extremity of the winter season in these JYo1rts of New­
found-land are found by our experience causelesse; and 
that not onely men may safely inhabit here without any 
neede of Stove, but Navigation may be made to and fro 
from England to these parts at any time of the reare. 

Concerning the heaJthfulnesse of these Countries, we 
having bin now more then ten moneths upon this Voyage, 
of nine and thirty persons) which w:lS aU our number 
which wintered here, there are wanting andy foure i 
whereof one Thomas Percy Sawyer died the eleventh of 
December of thought, haVing slaine a man in Rochester; 
which was the cause, being unknowne unto mee untiU 
a day before he died, that he came tbis Vorage. And 
one o ther, caUed John Morris Tyler) miscarried (he first 
of February by reason of a bruse. The third, called 
Marmaduke Whittington) was never perfectly well after 
he had the smnll Poxe, which he brought out of Bristoll 
with him, who died the fifteenth of February. And the 
fourth, caJJed William Stone, having at the first ondy :l 

stiffenesse in one of his knees, kept his bed ttn weekes, 
and would never stirre his body, whkh lasinesse brought 
him to his end, who died the thirteenth of Aprill. Of 
the rest foure or five have bin sicke> some three moneths. 
and some foure moneths; who nOw are better then they 
were, txcept aile. All of them, if they had had :l.S good 
will to workt) !IS rhey had good stomackes to their victuah.. 
would long since havt bin recovered. One Richard 
Flercher, tnat is MCllJter Pilot here and II director of the 
Fishins, reported unto me, that he was one of the company 
consiSting of forty persons, that went in It drumMer of 
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Ipswich, called the Amitie, to the North part of Ireland 
about eleven yeeres agoe from London in the late ~eenes 
service, under the charge of one Captaine Fleming. and 
continued there the space of two yeares: In which time 
two and thirty died of the Scufvie, and that anely eight 
of them returned home, whereof the said Richard Fletcher 
was onc. So that the accident of death or sicknesse of 
any persons in these our parts of New-found-land is not 
to argue any unhealthfulnesse of this Country, no more 
then Ireland is to be discredited by the losse of those two 
and thirty men: notwithstanding that there were to be 
had fresh victuals and many other helpes, which this 
Country as yet hath not, but in good time may have. 

From the sixt of October untill the sixteenth of May imploymrll' of 
our Company had bin imployed in making of a Store- ';'r Colony. 
house to hold our provisions, and a dwelling house for 
our habitation, which was finished about the first of 
December; with a square inclosure of one hundred and 
twenty foot long and nintie foot broad, compassing these 
twO houses, and a worke house to worke dry in to make 
Boates or any other worke out of the raine: and three 
peeces of Ordnance are planted there to command the 
H arboroughs upon a platforme made of great posts, and 
railes, and great Poles sixteene foot long set upright round 
about, with two Flankers to seoure the quarters. A Boat 
about twelve tuns big with a decke is almost finished to 
saile and row about the headlands: six fishing Boates 
and Pinnesses: a second saw-pit at the fresh Lake of 
two miles in length and the sixt part of a mile broad, 
stand ing within twelve score of our habitation, to saw 
the timber to be had out of the fresh Lake, in keeping 
two paire of Sawyers to saw plankes for the said buildings, 
in ridding of some grounds to sow Corne and s-arden 
seedes: in cutting of wood for the Collier, in colmg of 
it: in working at the Smiths Forge Iron workes for all 
need full uses: in costing both by Land and Sea to many 
places within this Bay of Conception: in making the 
frame of timber of a farre greater and fairer house, then 
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lh;H which 2S yet we dwell in, which is almost fioi,hc:d, 
:lnd divers other Ihing~. We h2ve K1wcd all Inns of 
gr.lIne this Spring, which pro~pc:r weU hitherto. Our 
GO:lICli h3.ve lived here aU this winter; and there tJ one 
Iuslie Kidde, which wu YC":I.ncd In the de:ad of winter. 
Our wine prosper. Pid~ns and Conies Will endure 
exceeding well Our Poultrie h:lve not onely 121ed Eggcs 
plenrifulr)·, but there ue eighteene yang Chjclcins. that 
:lrl! :I weeke old, besides others th:l.t are a hatching. 

The fe:J.re of wilde 8e:J.sts we have found 10 be almost 
needelesse. Our grC":l.t Ram-Goale was mIssing 6ft«J1c 
dares in October, :lnd orne home well lIg:tine. 2nd is yet 
we:!l with us. If the industry of men and presence of 
domestiClII C:lltle were :lpplied to the good of UUS 
Counlrer of New-found-bnd, there would shortly arise 
just cause of contentment to the inh3.bitants thereof. 
Many of our Masters and Sea-&.ring men seeing our 
safelie, :lnd hearing whal a milde winter we had. lind rh:tt 
no Ice had bin seene fleeting in an)' of the &yes of thIS 
Countrey all this yeare (notwithstanding th:H then met 
one hundred and fifty leagues off in the Sta great slore 
of Ilands of Ice) doe begin to be in love with the 
Countrey, and doe talke of comming to take bnd hue 
10 inhabi t : f.\lling in the reckoning aswell of the com­
moditie that ther m~y make by the b:lnke fishing, liS by 
rhe husbandry of the L2nd, besides the ordinary fishing. 
AI the Greene Bay, where 50me of our Comp:lny were. 
a fi.hing in November, ther report there is ~rt2t stClre 
of good grounds without woods, and there is a thous:and 
acres together which they uy may be mowed this yere. 
There is great store of Deere, whereof they w some 
divers limes, and twice they ~me within lIhot of them: 
and Ihe Greyhound, who is lustie. h~d 11 course, but could 
not ~et upon them. But neerer un to C:lpe Razo, 
Revonse, nnd Trepas!le there is ~re3.1 quantitie uf opt:n 
ground and Sta~Re§. It i§ mo§t ~kel)' that all the !)ac.:kts 
will be derrJ.rted out of £n~land betort the rtturne of 
this o~r Barke, which sh3 11 nClt make an)" mJ.tter ; bttllU1t ... 
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I am nOw of "plnI(ln th .. , nothln': lhould be I('t.! hll her 
N-(ort. the' telUnu: (1( ,hC' ~h'r from fiJ.nlnlt_ J or .. 
concernmg ~ndlll!l of ClIttie:, II WIll be he I th:lI II he 
JderrcJ unlilithe next .... prinl1'. . \nJ concerm0t: Y1C1uals.. 
In ~garJ of the quanlllY ..... c ha\(: (,f It rcnt:llnl"ft (1/ 
old, to!-~lher WLlh thll thaI I come n(lW,::I Y,Jlh the ,iq 
ti!>h that here \\C l11:ty be ~t()reJ with. I am In !!ooJ h 'pt 
there ,,0111 not .... :111\ 2ny to l:l~t 1111 thi~ time twehc: 
monC'th~ And 2cc<'rJlng to the vICtual ...... hieh !'h::all ~ 
found 2t the: end of thC' fi~hlng, the number of pennns 
Ih:1I "h211 re:ma inc here aU Inc next winter !'haJI ~ 
fiued, thu there .. h211 not , .. ":tnt: not\ .... thqJndin~ .hoUI 
Alhollantlde, or the beginning o( Dccc:mbc:r. :1 ~hir may 
be "ent, such a one as our Fleming was with S:lh from 
Rochel; for at an)" time of the winter Shipo; m3Y 3$ well 
~ and come hither, as when they doe, especially before 
J3.nu3.ry . ThIs Summer I purpose to see most places 
betweene Cape R3.se. Pbcentia, 3.nd Bon3 vist3, 3nd 3t 
the returne of the fishing Ships to entert3ine a fit number 
of men to m:unt3ine here the winter; 3nd to set over 
them, 3nd to take the care of 3U things here, with rour 
patience, one Master William Colton, a di~reete yang 
man, and my brother Phihp Guy, who haye wintered 
with me, and have promised me to undertake this charge 
untill my returne the next Spring, or till it shaU be other· 
wise disposed of by you, and then together with such 
of the company as are willing to goe home, and such 
others 3.S 3re not fit longer to be entertained here, I intend 
to take paSS:lge in the fishmg Ships, :lnd so returne home: 
And then betweene that and the Spring to be present, 
to give you more ample satisfaction in all things, and to 
rake such further resolution, as the importance of Ihe 
enterprise shall require: wherein you shall finde me 
alwayes as ready as ever I have bin to proceede and ~oe 
forward , God willing. And because at my commmg 
home it will be time enough for mee to lay before you 
mine o\,inion touching what is to be undertaken Ihe next 
reate, will forbeare now to write of it; because you ,., 
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shouJd be the sooner advertised of OUt wel&re: and 
beCllu~e such of the Comp:any u uc sent home both for 
their ownc good, and that the unrro6table expcnce of 
victual!! 2nd wages might cease: have laden little or 
nothmg b3.ckc, that the said Company might the better 
be at elise in the hold. Ondy there is "Cot three hogs­
hC:1ds of Ch:ucolcs: where Numero 10. is, they are of 
Burch: nO. 2°. is, of Pine ;and Spruce, nO. ]0. is of 
Firre, being the lightest wood, yet it m:lketh good Coles, 
and is used by our Smith. I send them beause you 
shall sec the goodnesse of c:ach kinde of Cole. Al~ I 
send ),OU an Hogshead of the Skinnes 2nd Furres of such 
Beasts as have bin t:lken here, the particulen whereof 
apport in the Bill of lading. 

While I WllS writing I h:ad newes of the Vine)"ard. the 
Ship wh ich you send to fishing, to have bin in company 
with another Ship that is arrived on this side of the &nke, 
and that the Master intended to gee TO FariUon or 
Fer-Innd: God send her in safety. So praying God for 
the prosperity of your ,,vorships, and the whole Company, 
with hope that his divine Majestic which hath given us 
so good a beginning, will a1wayes blesse our proceedings: 
my durie most humbly remembred, I take my leave. 
Dared in Cupers Cove the sixteenth of May •• 611. 

I have also a JournalJ of the winde nnd we:uher &om 
the latter end of August ,611. till June ,612. wrinen 
by Master William Colston; and delivered to M:l.Ster 
John Guy. Governour of the English Colony in ~ew­
foundland, at his rerurne from England thither, June the 
seven th 1612. By which it llppeareth that the weather 
was somewhat more intempemte then it had becne the 
yeare before, but not intolernble, nor perhaps ~ bad as 
we have it sometims in England. Their Dogges k.iIIed 
n Wolfe, Otten, S:ables, &c. Cnpt:line Ea~ton :l Pint 
W1S troublesome to the English, "nJ terrible to the Frcnch 
there: of whom I hnve :added fhi, Letter: ror the Diaric 
of the weather Jnl! occurrcntscach daywoulJ bc very tcJious. 
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T o \1.u lcr 1( hn S1.lIl ," 1 rca~ \l rC' r. :lnd Cl lher (If the 
C'tHlIllCil. and c..,inpany of the :\c\\ iuund-Iand 
Pl l nu liOn. Ihe: t \H Ilt\ nlOc o f luh . 612. 

Rig ht \\'or h1rfull, br m)' b~1 of Ihe ~\'clltccnlh of 
l un~ . 1 wrotc lOU c.,( thc C 121c Ihcn, c.f all mailer 

h ~:b~' thc 1I <J!l:t~.i :-.h,p. \\;lCh (I hore) HI I,,"~ $lntC 

u fdy uTln"d, l0t!cthcr "'ith !\hHC'r Col'lon. who hath 
(l doubt Mt) m:aJc by ''''rd (If muuln. full relation (.f all 
matter .. Reou!< the rr{l(ccJin~ of one Cart3InC Peter 
j . 2~IO II :1 Pinte, 2nd hj~ comp:lIly "ince. uc 010$1 fit to he 
know-nco before I touch our Pbnt:uion bU!>lncs<.t. you h211 
u nder-land. wh:n thcy have bin unto this tIme: untill Ihc 
f-cycnlce nth o f this' rrc~elll, the ~iJ C:lptainc hhlon 
remained in Il arbor de Grace. there trimmmg, and 
Tcp<ti r ln~ hi!' Shirpin(!. and commandin~ ""I andy Ih~ 
Carp~"l ers of ~ach slup 10 doe his husine~c;e, hut hath 
tlk~ n victuals, mUnition, and necessaries from ~v~n- ~hir. 
t ('~etheT wi th about on~ hundred men out d th~ Bar, to 
ma n his Ships, bei ng now In number six. H e purposed to 
have before h~ go~ th, 3S is said. out of the land live hundn:d 
m~n; while he: rem31ned there, two !>C:v~r31l Companies 
to the number of about one hundred and ~ig:hll~ penons 
to each Comp3ny. bein~ discontented, stole aW3Y from 
him in a Sha llop, and tooke tWO Ships that wer~ fi.;hing 
in Trinitie B3)", one bc:longing to !hrnstable, and on~ 

""0. 
J " 12 

other to Pli mmouth , and so in tend. to begin to be nc 't\ [IV r 
heads, of that dam nable course of life. As I sail~J from 1880.) 
hence towards Henoose, in a small B:l.rke, I fell into nne 
c f their hands: and one of my company was hurt WIt h a 
Mu~ket. T here was one of their cr~w that Wintered wit h 
me here the first rear~. by whose meaneSt and becau se I 
was in the Barke, th ey made "hew, that they were sorry 
that they had medled with us: And so the), departed from 
u~. without comm ing aboard. That which they sough I 
after was men, to jncrea~e th~ir number. Before the said 
Captaine Eastons departure, he sent three Ships into 
T rinitie Bay, to store himselfe with victuals, muniti on, 
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and men, who :ire said to be worse used, then the Ships 
here, he tuketh much ordnance from them. The said 
Easton was lately at 53int j ones, and is nOw, as facre 25 

1 can learne, at feriland, where he taketh his pleasure, 
and thereabouts the::: rest arc to meete him. It is ~iven 
out, that we wiU send one Captaine Harvy in a ShJ£: to 
Ireland, to understand newes about his pardon, which If be 
caD obt:une in that large and ample manner as he upecteth, 
thcn he giveth out, that he will come in: otherwise, It is 
thought, that he will get Prote:::ction of the Duke of 
Florence, and that in his course herehencc, he will hover 
about the Westwards of the Bands of the Azores, to see 
whether he can light upon any of the Plate tleete, or any 
good rich bootie, before his comming in. Albeit, he bath 
SO prevailed here to the strengthening of himselfe, and 
incounging of others to attempt the like hereafter: yet, 
were there that course taken, as I hope shalt be, it is II. 

most easie matter to represse them. 

I have :llso:l Diarie of the winter weather, nnd obsen .. a­
lions of occurrents from August 16c!. till April! till]. 
December was vcry full of Snow (for r dare nOt present 
the whole) and the fresh-water Lake waS frozen over, and 
the frost and Snow by the tenth of thac moneth, :lS in 
any part of the two former plnces. j1\llU!1ry WllS much 
milder till the fouretcenth, from thence it was very frosty. 
Their Bcere was fi-ozen, and thty dranke hnlfe water (:m 
ill remedy to cold.) The CanciJ did nOt well thri\·e. as 
comming Ollt of a Countrie not so cold. And therdore 
Iri sh Cattell (where the winter is warmer) are not so 6t 
to be transported hither. George Da\·is died of the 
Scurvic, nnd after him Edward Gnrten, Edwnrd 1-Inrtlnnd, 
j ohn Tucker, nnd aile lind twenty were $icke (most of the 
Scurvie) the whole Colonic wtlS 51xtie two. February .... -:as 
much warmer and more temperate. Toby and Grigge died 
in M:lrch, the rest rC{;ovcred. Turneps being found as good 
to recover front the Scurvie as fhe Anc<i:l tree ro Jncques 
C:mien Comp:lny. Nichola.!! Guies wife wa~ delivered 
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IblJ· 
(If:l lu t) ') \1.lrch ~.. I he I ;I Itrl) windt ;Ir J nu. 
CUlT(:nl brouch! l1:anJ~ pr Icc (rom the '<lrln ~2 1 "nlch 
m;lce the wC:llher colJt"r th:u !->rflllf: thcn In the derth 
oj wmter when the me .... lnde:s hlo\\cJ, nanlch· I ~ t ;and 
);'(lfthc:a t. thOK !hand hCJn~ blt)Yone IntO the 'UJIC • 2nd 
the \\mdcs trom them CHII In ,\rrlll \en Ihupc; 2nd the 
~no"" on the lenth of "'rrlll 2~ thlCkc a :l.n\" time th21 
yare. 

In October John Gu)" with thirtccnc (.then In thc 
Indc:l.vour, and fh C In the Shallor ..... cnt upon J)iko\Crr 

At ,\lount E:lcle B.l}' ther tound ItJrc (~ur' \ ruse an 
:tn J1:anJ In thc ~uth botlomc of Tnnitlc 8.1\', ",hlch 
they called ::':I.\2~e 112rbour, thc) I~'und ~u~i houo,c). 
no people In them; in one they found a Copf'Cr t\ctllc C.,,,,, im., 
vcry t>rilZht (you hall h:l.\'( It u one of them ",n! :t In 

his ('",ne le:1rmC's) :1 furre Coune of ElkC' kin, IOmC' 
Seale (klns, 2n old s:ule :and :a fishln~ reele. OrJc:r "'l'! 

lakC'n Ihal Mlhing ~hould be dimini~hed. :and beClu~ Ihe 
Sang-es should know Ihal lOme had bLn Ihere, C'\ c~· Ihin~ 
was rC'moved OUI of hi .. pl:acC', and brouc-hl into onC' of 
the Cabins, and bid orderly one upon Ihc othcr, anJ the 
Kettle hangC'd ovcr thcm, wherC'in Ihcre \'."2' rut some 
Bisket, and' three or foure Amber Be2des. 1 his \U'i Jone 
( 0 bcgin to Win Ihem by faire meancs. This lime of 
the ycare they live by hunting; for \\ee found !\\C'h·e 
Elke- hoafes, thai were 121c1y kLlled. .\ li[lie pcC' ... e of 
Besh wa' brou@hl aw:ay, which w:as found 10 be: :a Ikver 
Cod, which is Inrthcomming to be seenc. I"heir ll ou~c:, n", :.v, 
there were nothing but P oles set in round lorme mcctlng" 4(10"1., .. 

aU together aloft, which they cover with Deere ~kins, 
they are about ten foote broad, and in the middle they 
make their fire: one of them was covered with 3 $;tile, 
whi ch they had gotten from some Christian. 

All things in this manner left, everyone relUrned by 
the M oone-light, going by the brillke of Ihc Lake Ullto 
the enterance of the made w3y: and 3 little before they 
came thither, they passed by a new S:l.vage house almost 
fini shed, which was mJ.de in a square forme with a SInJ.\l 
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roofe, and so came to the Barke. They have two kinde 
of Oares, one is about foure foot long of one peece of 
Firre; the other is about ten foot long made of two 
peeees, one being as long, big, and round as a halfe Pike 
made of Beech wood, which by likelihood they made of 
:t Biskin Oare, the other is the blade of the Oare, which is 
let into the end of the long one slit, and whigped very 
strongly. The short one tney usc as a Paddle, and the 
other as an Oare. The thirtieth, without any further 
busincssc with the Savages, we departed thence to the 
Northerne side of Trinity Bay, and anchored all that night 
under an lIand. The one and thirtieth, we rowed unto 
an harbour, which now is called Alhallowes; which hath 
adjoyning unto it very high land. 

November the sixt, two Canoas appeared, and one man 
alone comming towards us with a Flag in his hand of a 
Wolfes skin, shaking it and making a loud noise, which 
we tooke to be for a parley; whereupon a white Flag was 
P\lt out) and the Barke and Shallop rowed towards them, 
which the Savages did not like of, and so tooke them to 
their Canoas againe, and were going away: whereupon the 
Barke wheazed unto them, and flourished the Flag of 
truce, and came to anker, which pleased them, and then 
they staied: presently after the Shallop landed Master 
\~Thittjngton with the Flas-ge of truce, who went towards 
them. T hen they rowed mto the shoare with one Canoa, 
the other standing aloofe off, and landed two men, one of 
them having the white skin in his hand, :md comming 
towards Master \~hittington, the Savage made a loud 
speech, and shaked the skin, which was answered by 
Master \ Vhittington in like manner, and as the Savage 
drew !leere, he threw downe the white skin on the ground, 
the like was done by Master Whittington; whereupon 
both the Savages passed over a little water streame towards 
Master Whittington, dancing, leaping, and singing, and 
comming together, the foremost of diem presented unto 
him a chaine of leatner full of sma ll Periwinckle shels, 
a spitting knife, and a Feather that stacke in his etire: 
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Ihe {ltker Cl\C hIm In Artn\\, \\llhnUI l held. a"d Ihe 
'",'rmer \\;1; . r('lulled ..... i,h;t hn"C'1l Car. :and l hand I '114(11. 
"hll rul prc,cnll\ Ihe: hnnen C::.r "POll hi" hc#d: lind to 
the ('lIher he C.lYC :I }\.11I(0:: and :lf'er h:u J In h.llnd. f !te\" 
:1.!1 three did ~mg lnd dmcc; upon Ihl • one (lOUt com" 
plOY C'311cd h:lOci Tlrtrm \\enl :l,ho;arc, UlllO ",hom one 
of the ~3\"a!!C' C21N: runlling. 2nd pVI: hmt it Ch11nt', \Kh 
31 i bcl~ re ~r'(lkftn 0(, who "", J,tr.lllficd IIr l'nllCl TIF: n 
Wllh l l\n!fc :md a smlll pccc(" of ijr:n~, Then 2111< Ute 
IOJ:cthcr dallced, lalJ~hinJ! and mlklng '1(..'0('1 of jO\ ~nJ 
gbJnc~!oC, $nllletimc Mrik,nl.: Ihe hrc \ of ur (omptr.) 
and ~nmc:lmlC~ thcir ownc, \\"hcn ~Irlle were made Ihll 

thc\' ~h~luIJ he ,~i'hll!.! to ,utfcr ''', " nur Comrlllr more 
to come on I-ho:1ic, tor twn of Ihelr, more ttl be" I:mdcd. 
and th:lt Brt'1d 2nd 1)rlnke h('luld ~e hroueht 1I UtNrc, 
they m:uk like\, j~e Ignes. Ihat IMC\ h2d, in iheir C~" s 
me:l.te .Isa 10 e:Lle: uron ,hi, Ihe :-..hlJl('I' N)",V:lt rd, 
and brou,eht .lnh" Gu,- and Ma~\er TC:lJ.'e;l ..h '::II"C. ",ho 
rre!'entC'd them with :l ~hjrl. two I:lhle '\lIr),on • 2nd 2 
lhnd-ro\\dl, f!i\,jn~ them Brdd, HUBer, 2nd Ra liS .j 

the S"nn(' 10 eatc, :lnd Beerc, and \qu:lvu.t' 10 Jr:nke 
and one of them blO\~mg In Ihc ,\qU2VH.l: B'III(', riul 
m:tde a '>ound, which thcy feU :\11 Into ;1 bu.ehil1~ :II 

After, ~b.~ter Croote :md John Crouther nme 2~o:art' 
whom they wenl to salute giVing- them ~hell Ch:llnC's, wh, 
bestowed Gloves upon them. One of lilt: S;t\,.I!!C' th:l! 
came J:I~t ashoare, cme w:lJkin~ wilh hill Oafe in hl<; h:lnd. 
and ~eem('d to have some command O\'l:r the: re-t. :Iud 
ueha\'ed him!>dfe ci\'i1l)':: For when mt":tle \':l~ nifcre,j 
him, he drew off his 1\1 ittcn from hi .. ":tnti before lIee 
would receive it. and pvc: an _\rrow (or:l pre .. ent \\;lhOUI 

a head: who w:t$ requited wilh a dO'l.en of l)OUlI<;. After 
the)' had all eaten and drunkc, one of them weill III their 
Canoa, and broug'ht us Deere!! At!~h dried ill the smoake 
or winde, and drawing his Knift: from out of his IIccke, 
hee cut every man a peece, :Iud that s:tvoured very \\eli. 
At the /i rst meeting, when signcs were made of me:Uc 
10 eate, one of the Savages presen!!y r:'ln 10 the banke 
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side, and pulled up a roote, and gave it to Master 
Whittington, which the other Savage perceiving to be 
durrie tooke it out of his hand, and went to the water 
to wash it, and after divided it among the foure, it tasted 
very well: hee that came ashoare with the Oare in his 
hand, went and tooke the white skin that they hailed us 
with, and gave it to Master Whittington; and presently 
after they did take our white Flagge with them in the 
Canoa, and made signes unto us that we should repaire to 
our Barke, and so they put off, for it was almost night. 

In the two Canoas there were eight men, if none were 
women (for commonly in every Canoa there is one woman) 
they are of a reasonable stature, of an ordinary middle 
sise, they goe bareheaded, wearing their haire somewhat 
long, but round: they have no Beards; behinde they 
have a great locke of haire platted with feathers, like a 
Hawkes Lure, with a feather in it standing upright by 
the crowne of the head, and a small locke platted before, 
:I short Gown made of Stags skins, the Furre innermost, 
that mnne downe to the middle of their legges, with 
sleeves to the middle of their arme, and a Bever skin about 
their necke, was all their apparell, save that one of them 
had shooes and Mittens, so that all went bare-legged, and 
most bare-foote. They are full eyed, of a blacke colour; 
the colour of their haire was divers, some blacke, some 
browne, and some yellow, and their faces something Rat 
and broad, red with Oker, as all their apparell is, and the 
rest of their body: they are broad brested, and bould, and 
stand very upright. 

Their Canoa, are about twenty foote long, and foure 
foote and a halfe broad in the middle aloft, and for their 
Keele and timbers, they have thin lia-ht peeces of dry 
Firre, rended as it were lathes: and Instead of Boords, 
they use the outer Burch barke, which is thin, and hath 
many folds, sowed together with a thred made of a small 
root quartered. They will carry foure persons well, and 
weigh not one hundred weight: they are made in forme 
of a new Moone, stem and sterne alike, and equally distant 
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from the greatest breadth; from the stem and sterne here 
riseth a yard high a light thin stalfe whipped about with 
small rootes, which they take hold by to bring the Canoa 
ashoare, that serveth instead of ropes, and a harbour, fo r 
every place is to them a harborough; where they can goe 
ashoare themselves, they take aland with them their 
C:moa; and will never put to Sea but in a (alme, or very 
faire weather; in the middle the Canoa is higher a great 
deale then in the Bowe and quarter, they be all bearing 
from the Keele to the portlesse not with any circular line 
but with a right line. They had made a Tilt with a Saile 
that they got from some Christian, and pitched a dozen 
poles in the ground neere, on which were hanged divers 
Furs, and chaines made of shels, which at that instant we 
fell not in the reckoning to what intent it was done, but 
after it came to our minde, as hereafter you shall perceive. 

The seventh day we spent in washing, and in beginning 
a house to shelter us when we should come thither here­
after, upon a small Iland of about five acres of ground, 
which is joyned to the maine with a small Beech: for 
any bartering with the Savages there cannot be a fitter 
place. 

The eighth day it began to freeze, and there was thin 
lee over the sound; and because we heard nothing more 
of the Savages we began to return Out of the Sounds, & 
comming to the place which the Savages had made two 
dayes before fire in, wee found all things remaining there, 
as it was when we parted, viz. an old Boat saile, three or 
foure shell chaines, about twelve Furres, of Beavers most, 
a Fox skin, a Sable skin, a Bird skin, and an old Mitten, 
set everyone upon a severall pole; whereby we remained 
satisfied fully, that they were brought thither of purpose 
to barter with us, and that they would stand to our 
courtesie to leave for it what wec should thinke good. 
Because we were not furnishe~ with fit things for to trucke, 
we tooke onely a Beaver skm, a Sable skin, and a Bird 
ski n, leaving for them a Hatchet, a Kn ife, and foure 
Needles threaded. Master Whittington had a paire of 
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CiZ1.ars which he left there for a small Beavers skin, all 
the rest we left there untouched, and came that night to 
the harbour that we were in at our entring, which we 
call Flag-staife Harbour, because we found there the Flag­
scaife throwne by the Savages away. These Savages by 
all likelihood were animated to come unto us, by reason 
that wee tooke nothing from them at Savage Bay, and 
some of them may be of those which dwell there. For 
in no other place where we were could we perceive any 
tokens of any aboade of them, &c. 

Chap. VIII. 

Captaine Richard Whitbournes Voyages to New­
found-land, and observations there. and thereof; 
taken out of his Printed Booke. 

T is well knowne, that my breeding and 
course of life hath beene such, as that I 
have time set many people on worke, 
and most of my daies in travell, 

in Merchandizing, and Sea­
I have beene often in France, 

, Italy, Portugall, Savoy, Denmarke, 
\~~':f~.~~'~~:;~t~h:e Canaries, and Soris Hands: and 

for the 1" it is almost so familiarly knowne 
to me as my owne Countrey. 

In the yeere r 58 8. I served under the then Lord 
Admirall, as Captaine in a Ship of my owne set forth at 
my charge against the Spanish Armado: and after such 
time as that service was ended, taking my leave of his 
Honour, I had his favourable Letters to one Sir Robert 
Dennis, in the Countie of Devon, Knight; whereby there 
might be some course taken, that the charge as welJ of 
my owne Ship, as also of two other, and a Pinnace, with 
the victuals, and men therein imploied, should not be any 
way burthensome to me. Wherein there was such order 
given by the then right Honorable Lords of the privie 
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I was there also in the yeere 1614- when Sir l-J enry 
Manwaring was upon that Coast, with five good Ships 
strongly provided: he caused me to spend much time In 

his company, and from him I returned into England, 
although r was bound from thence to Marsscllis, to rn3ke 
sale of such goods 3S I then had, and other imploiments, 
&c. 

In the yeefC 1615- 1 returned againe to New-found­
hnd, carrying with mee a Commission out of the high 
Court of Admiraltie, under the great Seale thereof, 
authorising me to empanneJl Juries, and to make inquirie 
upon Oath, of sundry abuses and disorders committed 
amongst Fishermen yeerly upon that Coast, and of the 
fittest means to redresse the same, with some other points, 
having a more particular relation to the Office of the Lord 
Admirall. 

\Vhat was then there done, by vertue of that Commis­
~ion, which was wholly executed at my owne charge, hath 
bin at large by me already certified into the high Court 
of Admiraltie. Neverthelesse, seeing the same hath beene 
overslipt ever since, & not produced those good effects 
which were expected, I will, in some convenien t place of 
this D iscourse, set downe :l briefe collection of some part 
of my endevours spent in that service; not doubting but 
it will be as availeable for the furtherance of our intended 
designe, as any other reason I shall deliver. 

In the yeere 1616. T had a Ship at New-found-land of 
a hundred tun, which returning laden from thence, being 
bound for Lisbone, was met with by a French P irate of 
R ochell, one Daniel Tibolo, who rifled her, to the over­
throw and losse of my Voyage, in more then the summe 
of 860. pounds, and cruelly handled the Master and the 
Company that were in her ; and although J made good 
proofe thereof at Lisbone, and represen ted the same also 
to this Kingdome, as appertained, after my returne from 
thence; yet for all this Josse, I could never have any 
-recompence. 

Shortly after my returne from Lisbonc, r was sent for 
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by :a Gentleman, who about a yeere before, by a grant 
ITom the Patentees, had undertaken to 5Cttle people In 
New-found-Iand j he acquainted me with hi, designes, & 
!lfter some conference touching the c;.ame, we '" concluded. 
th:at he gave me a convei:ance under his hand and seale 
lor the terme of my life, with fulJ power to ~ovcrne within 
hi~ CirCUlI upon th:at CoaSt; whereupon (being de,irous 
to :advance th:at worke) in Anno 1618. I w.iJeJ thither in 
:a Ship of my owne, which W2S victualled by that Gentle­
man. my sclfe, and some others. We likewise then did 
~et torth anOther Ship, for a fi shing Voyal!c, which also 
carried some \'ictu:als for those people which h:ad beene 
formerly ~nt to inhabit there: but this Ship was inter­
cepted by an English erring Capt:ain (th:u went forth 
with Sir WaJter Raleigh) who tooke the M3stcr of her, 
the Boatsw:line, & rwo other of the best men, wilh much 
of her victuals (the rest of the Company for feare running 
into the wood!» and so left the Ship as a Prize, whereby 
our intended Fishing Voyae:es of both ou r Ships were 
overthrown, and the Plantation hindered. 

Now seeing it ple!lscd your M!ljeuie many yeen. !!ince, 
to take good notice of the said ~ew-found-b.nJ. and 
(!,ranted a Patcnt for ::a Plantation there. wherein nt:lny 
H onornble and worthy mens endevour~, ::and gre:at charge 
therein, have deserved good commendations (3!o is well 
known) the which I desire to further with all my best 
endevours: and nOt to dis~rnce or diS3ble the found3tion 
::and Pro/' eelS of other!>, knowing they h3."e been~ gre:atly 
hindefC( by Pirnt5, ::and some erring Subjects th:at have 
arrived upon that Coast; it being indifferent to me, 
whether there be ::a new foundation hid. or whether it be 
builded upon that which h::alh already beene hegLm; so 
that the Plant!ltion go forward. Yet I m::ay tr\lly $3.)'1 

that hitherto little hath beene performed to any purpo~, 
by such M therein were imploled. worthr the name of :a 
PI::antation, or :an~wernble to the expc..:t!ltinn and de~rt of 
the Undertaker!!; neither h::ave '1uch ~ effects followed. 
as maybe expected from 11 t horow perrorm::ane~ hereafter. 
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And seeing that no man hath yet published any fit motives 
or inducements, whereby to perswade men to adventure, 
or plant there; 1 have presumed plainly to lay downe 
these following reasons, &c. 

;, Relation of the New-found-Iand. 

N Ew-found-land is an IIand, bordering upon the 
continent of Americ:1, from which it is divided by 

the Sea: so far distant, as Engbnd is from the neercst 
part of France, & lieth between 46. and 53. de~. North. 
latitude: It is neere as spacious as Ireland, and heth neere 
the course that Ships usually hold in their return from 
the \Vest Indies, and neere halfe the way between Ireland 
and Vi rginia. I shall not much neede to commend the 
whalsame temperature of that Countrie, seeing the greatest 
part thereof lieth above 3. degrees neerer to the South, 
then any part of England doth . And it hath bin well 
approved by some of our Nation, who have lived there 
these many yeeres, that even in the winter it is as pleasant 
and healthfull as England is. And although the example 
of one Summer be no certain rule for other yeeres; yet 
thus much also can I truely affirme, that in the yeere 1615. 
of the many thousands of English, French, P ortugais, 
and others, that were then upon that Coast (amongst 
whom I sailed to and fro more then one hundred leagues) 
I neither saw nor heard in all that travell, of any man 
or boy of either of these Nations, that died there during 
the whole Voyage; neither was so much as anyone of 
them sicke. 

The naturall Inhabitants of the Countrie, as they are 
but few 'in number, so are they something rude and savage 
people; having neither knowledge of God, nor living 
under any kinde of civil government. In thei r habits, 
customs & manners, they resemble the India ns of the 
Continent, from whence (I suppose) they come; they live 
altogether in the North and West part of the Country, 
which is seldome frequented by the English: But the 
French and Biscaines (who resort thither yeerely for the 
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Whale~fishing, and also for the Cod-fish) report them to­
be an ingenious and tractable people (being well used} 
they are ready to assist them with great labour and 
patience, in the killing, cutting, and boy ling of Whales; 
and making the Traine Oyle, without expectation of other 
reward, then a little Bread, or some such small hire. 

Tht All along the coast of this Countrie, there are many 
C01frlt"itfl(J. of spacious and excellent Bayes, some of them stretching into t: B~Jlf'~ the land, one towards another, more then twentie leagues. 
r t Ollflfnt. On the East side of the Land, are the Bayes of Trmitie 

COfll"'o"iDItI 
/114""1 1.!1 
f4~rt"J 
f/4rOoltrs. 

and Conception, which stretcheth themselves towards the 
South-west: Tor Bay, and Capelin Bay, lying also on the 
East, stretch toward the West: the Bayes of Trepassey~ 
S. Mary, Borrell, and Plaisance, on the South part of the 
Land, extend their armes toward the North: The great 
Bay of S. Peters, lying on the South-west side of the 
Land, and East, Southerly from the great River of Canady~ 
being about twcntie leagues distant, the same stretcheth 
toward the East. And herc I pray you note, that the 
bottoms of these Bayes doe meete together within the 
com passe of a small circuit: by meanes whereof our men 
passing ovcr land from Bay to Bay, may with much facilitie 
discover the whole CoU/ltrie. 

From the Bay of S. Peter round about the West-side 
of the Land, till you come to the grand Bay, which lieth 
on the North-side of the Countrie; and so from thence, 
till you come round, back to Trinitie Bay, are abundance 
of large and excellent Bayes; w9ich are the lesse knowne. 
because not frequented by the English, who seldome fish 
to the Northward of Trinitie Bay. 

And it is to be observed, that round about the Coast 
and in the Bayes, there are many small Ilands (none of 
them further off then a league from the Jand) both faire 
and fruitfull: neither doth anyone part of the world 
afford greater store of good H arbours, more free from 
dangers, or more commodious, then are there built by 
the admirable workmanship of God; I will onely instance 
two or three of the chief cst, for some speciall reasons. 
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Trinitie Harbour Iyes fortie nine degrees North~ 
latitude, being very commodiously seated to receive 
shipping in reasonable weather, both to anchor in, and 
from thence to saile towards either the East, West, or 
South: It hath three Armes or Rivers, long and large 
enough for many hundred sayle of Ships, to moare fast 
at Anchor neere a mile from the H arbours mouth; close 
adjoyning to (he Rivers side, and within the Harbour is 
much open land, well stored with Grasse sufficient, V·linter 
and Summer, to maintaine great store of ordinary Cattell, 
besides H ogges and Goats, if such beasts were carried 
thither; and it standeth North, most of any Harbour in 
the Land, where our Nation practiseth Fishing; It is 
neere unto a great Bay lying all the North-side of it, 
called the Bay of Flowers, to which phce no Ships repaire 
to fish; partly in regard of sundry Rockes and Ledges 
lying even with the water, and full of danger; but chiefly 
(as I conjecture) because the Savage people of that 
Countrey doe there inhabite: many of them secretly every 
yeere, come into Trinitie Bay and Harbour, in the night 
time, purposely to steale Sailes, Lines, Hatchets, Hookes, 
Knives, and such like. And this Bay is not three English 
miles over Land from Trinitie Bay in many places; which 
people, if they might bee reduced to the knowledge of 
the true Trinitie indeed, no doubt but it would bee a most 
sweet and acceptable sacrifice to God, an everlasting honour 
to your Majesty, and the he:tvenliest blessing to those 
poore Creatures, who are buried in their own superstitious 
ignorance. The taske thereof would prove easie, if it 
were but well begun, and constantly seconded by 
industrious spirits; and no doubt but God himselfe would 
set his hand to reare up and advance so noble, so pious, 
and so Christian a building. 

The bOHome of the Bay of Trinity lieth within foure 
lea~ues through the land South-west, Southerly from 
Trlllity, as by experience is found, and it comes neere 
unto the Bay of Trepassey, and the bono me of some other 
Bayes, as I h:1Ve alreadie touched before. 
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Trepassey in like manner is as commodious a Harbour, 
lying in a more temperate dimate, almost in 46. degrees, 
the like latitude, and is both faire and pleasant, and a 
wholesome Coast, free from Rockes and Shelves: so that 
of all other Harbours, it lies the South-most of any 
Harbour in the Land, and most conveniently to receive 
our Shipping to and from Virginia, and the Bermuda 
Ilands; and also any other Shipping that shall passe to 
and from the River of Canady and the Coast thereof; 
because they usually passe and returne in the sight of 
the Land of Trepasse, and also for some other purposes, 
as shall be partly declared in the following discourse. 

The soile of this Countrie in the VaUies and sides of 
the Mountaines, is so fruitfull, as that in divers places, 
there the Summer naturally produceth out of the fruitfull 
wombe of the earth, without the labour of mans hand, 
great plentie of greene Pease and Fitches, faire, round, 
full and wholesome as our Fitches are in England: of 
which I have there fed on many times: the hawmes of 
them are good fodder for Cattell and other Beasts in the 
winter, with the helpe of H ay; of which there mar b, 
made great store with little labour in divers places a the 
Countrie. 

Then have you there faire Strawberries red and white, 
and as faire Raspasse berrie, and Gooseberries, as there be 
in England; as also multitudes of Bilberries, which are 
called by some Whortes, and many other delicate Berries 
(which I cannot name) in great abundance. There are 
also many other fruites, as small Peares, sowre Cherries, 
Filberds, &c. And of these Berries and Fruits the store 
is there so great, that the Marriners of my Ship and 
Barkes Companie, have often gathered at once, more then 
halfe an Hogshead would hold; of which divers times 
eating their fill, I never heard of any man, whose health 
was thereby any way impaired. 

T here are also Herbes for Sallets and Broth; as Parslie, 
Alexander, Sorrell, &c. And also Flowers, as the red and 
white Damaske Rose, with other kindes, which are most 
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beautifull and delightfull, both ~o the sight and smell. 
And questionlesse the Countrie is stored with many 
Physicall herbs and roots, albeit their vertues are not 
knowne, because not sought after; yet within these few 
yeeres, many of our Nation finding themselves ill, have 
bruised some of the herbs and streined some of the juice 
into Beere, V.,rine or Aquavitre; and so by Gods assistance, 
after a few drinkings, it hath restored them to their former 
health. The like venue it hath to cure a wound or any 
swelling, either by washing the grieved places with some 
of the herbes boiled, or by applying them so thereunto 
(plaister-wise) which I have scene by often experience. 
This being the naturall fruitfulnesse of the earth, pro­
ducing such varietie of things, fit for foode, without the 
labour of man: I might in teason hence in ferre, that if 
the same wete manured, and husbanded in some places, as 
our grounds are, it would be apt to beare Corne, and no 
lesse Fertill then the English soile. 

But I neede not confine my selfe to probabilities; seeing 
our men that have wintred there divers yeeres, did for 
a triall and experiment thereof sowe some small quancitie 
of Corne, which I saw growing verie faire; and they 
found the increase to be great, and the graine very good; 
and it is well knowne to me, and divers that trade there 
yeerely, how that Cabbage, Carrets, Turneps, Lettice, and 
such like, prove well there. 

In divers parts of the Countrie there is great store of 
Deere, & some Hares, manie Faxes, Squirrels, Bevers, 
Wolves, and Beares, with other sorts of Beasts, serving 
as well for necessitie, as for profit and delight. Neither 
let me 'seeme ridiculous, to annex a matter of noveltie, 
rather then weight, to this discourse . I n the yeere 16'5, 
it was well knowne to eight and fortie persons of my 
Companie, and divers other men, that three severall times, 
the 'Wolves & Beasts of the Countrie came downe neere 
them to the Sea-side, where they were labouring about 
theif F ish, howling and making a noise: so that at each 
time my Mastiffe Dogge went unto them (as the like in 
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that Countrie hath not been seene) the one began to 
fawne and play with the other, and so went together into 
the \Voods, and continued with them, cverie of these 
times, nine or ten daies, and did returne unto us without 
any hurt. 

The Land Fowle (besides great number of small Birds 
Bying up and downe, some without name, that live by 
scraping their food from the earth in the hardest winter 
that is) there are also Hawkes great and small, Partridges, 
Thrush, and Thrussels abundance, very fat. As also 
Filladies, Nightingales, and such like, that sing most 
pleasantly. There are also Birds that live by prey, as 

Wat!r Fowle. Ravens, Gripes, Crowes, &c. For Water-fowle, there is 
certainly so good, and as much varietie, as in any part of 
the world; as Geese, Ducks, Pidgeons, Gulls, Penguins, 
and many other sorts . These Penguins are as bigge as 
Geese, and flie not, for they have but a little short wing, 
and they multiply so infinitely, upon a certaine Rat Iland, 
that men drive them from thence upon a board into their 
Hoates by hundreds at a time; as if God had made the 

PlIIguim. 

[IV. x. innocencie of so poore a creature to become such an admir-
1886.J able instrument for the sustentation of men. There are 

also Godwits, Curlewes, and a certaine kinde of Fowle are 
called Oxen and Kine, with such like; which Fowle doe 
not onely steed those that trade thither greatly for foode, 
but also they are a great furthering to divers Ships voyages, 
because the abundance of them is such, that the Fisher­
men doe bait their hookes with the quarters of Sea-Fowle 
on them : and therewith some Ships doe yeerely take a 

Fresh waftr 
alld SprillgJ. 

~reat part of their Fishing Voyages, with some baite, 
before they can get others. . 

The fresh waters and Springs of that Countrie, !Lte many 
in number, and withall very pleasant, delightfull and 
wholesome, that no Countrie in the world hath better. 
And Fewell for fire is so plentifull, that there is never 

M ,,. like to be want of that commoditie. 
allY lorr, ~ I I· . d f 
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':lod Spruce trees, sound, good, and fit to mast Ships 
withall; and as commodious for boards and buildings as 
the Spruce and Firre trees of Norway, and out of these 
came abundance of Turpentine. No Countrie can shew 
Pine and Birch trees, of such height and greatnesse as 
those arc there: and doubtlesse, if some store of your 
Majesties subjects doe once settle there to live, and would 
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be industrious to search further, and more thrQughly into 
the Countrie, then as yet it hath beene, there might be 
found many other commodities of good worth . Amongst 
the which r may not omit, that there is much probabilitie 
of finding Mines, and making of Iron and Pitch. 

The R ivers also and Harbors are generally stored with Filh in gmll 
delicate Fi sh, as Salmons, Pearles, Eeles, Herring, abundllnrr. 

Mackerell, Flounders, Launce, Capelin, Cod, and Troutes 
the fairest, fattest and sweetest, that I have seene in any 
part of the world. The like for Lobsters, Crabfish, 
Muskles, Hens, and other varietie of Shel-fish great store. 
And also observe here, that in these places there is usually 
store of the spawne and frie of severall sorts of fishes: 
whereby the Sea-fowle live so fat as they are there in the 
winter: And likewise the Bevers, Otters, and such like, 
that seeke their foode in the P onds, and fresh Rivers. 
The Seas likewise all along the Coast, doe plentifully 
abound in other sorts of fish, as \Vhales, Spanish 
Mackerell, Dorrell, Pales, Herring, H ogs, Porposes, 
Seales, and such like royall fi sh, &c. 

But the chiefe commodity of New-fou nd-Iand yet 
knowne, and which is growne to be a setled trade, and that 
may be much bettered- by an orderly Plantation there (if . 
the Traders thither will take some better course, then CDd.jll""ga 

formerly they ha\'e done, as shall be declared) if the Cod- i;~;fi::~:r­
fi~hing upon that Coast, by which our Nation and many fr0l/l. 
other Countries are enricht. And if I should here set Tlu /;""fir 
downe a valuation of that Fish, which the French, ariling /0 

Biscaines, and P ortugais fetch yeerely from this Coast of Fr;~rr'f;;,;n( 
New-found-land, and the Banke, which lieth within five fi~"in;a 11,0:°1/1 
and twentie leagues from the South-Cape of that Countrie, 111m (Oalfl. 
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where the French. use to fish Winter and Summer, usually 
making two Voyages every yeere thither : (To which 
places, and to the Coast of Canady, which lieth neere unto 
it, are yeerely sent from those Countries, more then foure 
hundred saile of Ships:) It would seeme incredible, yea 
some men are of opinion, that the people of France, 
Spaine and Italy, could not so well live, if the benefit 
of the fishing upon this Coast, and your Majesties other 
Dominions, were taken from them. 

But 1 trust it will be sufficient, that I give an estimate 
of our owne trading thither, and partly of the wealth and 
commodities we reape thereby, without any curious search 
into other mens profits. In the yeere r61S. when I 
was at New-found-land with the Commission before 
mentioned, which was an occasion of my taking the more 
particular observations of that Country, there were then 
on that Coast, of your Majesties subjects two hundred 
and fiftie saile of Ships great and small. The burthens 
and Tunnage of them all, one with another, so neere as 
I could take notice, allowing every Ship to be at least 
threescore tun (for as some of them contained lesse, so 
many of them held more) amounting to more then 15000. 

tunnes. Now for every threescore tun burr hen, according 
to the usuall manning of Ships in those Voyages, agreeing 
with the note I then tooke, there are to be set downe 
twentie men and boyes; by which computation in these 
two hundred and fiftie saile, there were no lesse then five 
thousand persons. Now everyone of these Ships, so 
neere as I could guesse, had about 120000. fish, and five 
tunne of traine Oyle one with another. So that the totall 
of the Fish in these two hundred and fiftie saile) when 
it was brought into England, France or Spaine (being 
sold after the rate of foure pound, for every thousand of 
fish, sixscore fishes to the hundred, which is not a pennie 
a fish, and if it yeelcle Jesse, it was ill sold) amounted in 
monie to 120000. pound. 

Now, as I have said before, allowing to every Ship 
of sixtie tun, at least five tun of traine OyIe, the totall 
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of that ariseth to t'lSo. tun; each tUIl, whether it be 
sold in England, or elsewhere. being under-valued at 
twelve pound. So as the whole value thereof in monic, 
amounteth to the sum of 15°00. pound, which added to 
the fish, it will appeare that the tctall value of the fish, 
and Traine Orle of those '250. saile of Ships that reeTe, 
might reelcle to your Majesties subjects better then the 
Summe of 135000. pound. omitting to reckon the over­
prices which were made and gotten by the sale thereof 
in {aTrain Countries, being much more thcn what is usually 
made at home, anq so the like in other yeeTes. And this 

A.D. 
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consideration, that so great wealth should yearely be 1887·J 
raised , by one sale commodity of that Countrie, yea by 
one onely sort of fish, and not upon any other trade 
thither, which must needes yeelde, with the imploiments 
thereof, great riches to your Majesties Subjects: And 
this also to be gathered and brought home by the sale 
labour and industry of men, without exchange or expor-
tation of our Coine, and native commodities, or other 
adventure (then of necessarie provisions for the fishing) 
as Sait, Nets, L eads, H ookes, Lines, and the like; and 
of victuals, as Bread, Beefe, and Parke, in competent 
measure, according to the number and proportion of men 
imployed in those Voyages. The converting of these 
commodities (gotten by fishing) into mony, cannot choose 
but be a great benefit to all your Majesties Kingdomes 
in many respects. 

What the charge in setting forth of these two hundred 
and fiftie saile might amount unto (being onely for 
victual~, which our Country yeeldeth) I hold it not fit 
here to set down, Jest I should be accused by some therein . 
And wifha!! it is to be considered, that the tr:J.de thither 
(as now it is) doth yearely set on worke, and relieve many 
numbers of people, as Bakers, Brewers, Coopers, Ship-
Carpenters, Smiths, Net-makers, Rope-makers, Line-
makers, Hooke-makers, P ully-makers, and many other 
trades, which with their families have their best meanes 
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of maintenance, from these New-found-Iand Voyages. 
Adde unto them the families or servants of divers Owners 
and Masters of such Ships as goe thither, and Mariners 
with their families, hereby imploied and maintained,· &c . 

T H e Natives of the Countrey have great store of red 
Oaker, which they use to colour their Bodies, Bowes 

and Arrowes, and Cannowes withall, which Cannowes are 
built in shape, like the Wherries on the River of Thames; 
but that they are much longer, made with the rinds of 
Birch trees, which they sew very artificially and close 
together, and overlay every seame with Turpentine; and 
in like manner they sew the rindes of Spruce trees, round 
and deepe, in proportion like a Brasse Kettle, to boyle 
their Oleate in, which hath beene well proved by three 
Mariners of a Ship, riding at Anchor by me, who being 
robbed in the night by the Savages, of their apparell and 
divers provisions, did the next day seeke after them, and 
came suddenly where they had set up three Tents, and 
were feasting, having three Canoas by them, and had 
three Pots made of such rindes of trees, standing each 
of them on three stones boyling with twelve Fowles in 
each of them; every Fowle as bigge as a Widgeon, and 
some so bigge as a D ucke: they had also many such 
pots so sewed, and fashioned like the leather Buckets 
that are used for quenching of fire, and those were full 
of the yolks of Egges, that they had taken and boiled 
hard, and so dried small, which the Savages used in their 
broth, as Sugar is used in some meates: they had great 
store of the Skins of Deere, Beavers, Beares, Seales, 
Otters, and divers other fine skins which were wel! 
dressed; as also great store of several! sorts of flesh 
dried; and by shooting off a Musket towards them, they 
all ran away naked without any apparell, but onely their 
hats on thei r heads, which were made of Seales skins, in 
fashion like our hats, sewed handsomely with narrow 
bands about them, set round with fine white shels, such 
as are carried from Portugall to Braseile; where they 
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passed to the Indians as ready monie. All t~eir three 
Clnoas, their Flesh, Skins, Yolks of Egges, Targets, 
Bowes and Arrows, and much fine Obc, and divers other 
things, they tooke & brought away, and shared it amongst 
those three that tooke it, and brought to me the best 
Canca, Bowes and .!\.rrowes, and divers of their Skins, and 
many other things worth the noting: which may seerne 
to invite us to finde out some other trades with them. 

Now also I will not omit to relate something of a 
strange Creature that I first saw there in the yeere 1610. 
in a morning early as I was standing by the water side, 
in the Harbour of Saint Johns, which I espied verie 
swiftly to come swimming towards mc, looking cheere­
fully, as it had beene a womall, by the Face, Eyes, Nose, 
Mouth, Chin eares, Necke and Forehead: It seemed to 
be so beautifull, and in those parts so well proportioned, 
having round about upon the head, all blew strakes, 
resembling haire, downe to the Necke (but certainly it 
was haire) for I beheld it long, and another of my com­
panie also, yet living, that was not then farre from me; 
and seeing the same comming so swiftly towards mee, I 
stepped backe, for it was come within the length of a 
long Pike. Which when this strange Creature saw that 
I went from it, it presently thereupon dived a little under 
water, and did swim to the place where before I landed; 
whereby I beheld the shoulders and backe downe to the 
middle, to be as square, white and smooth as the backe 
of a man, and from the middle to the hinder part, 
pointing in proportion like a broad hooked Arrow; how 
it was proportioned in the forepart from the necke and 
shoulders) I know not; but the same came shortly after 
unto a 'Boat, wherein one \ViUiam Hawkridge, then my 
servant,· was, that hath bin since a Captaine in a Ship 
to the East Indies, and is lately there imploied againe by 
Sir Thomas Smith, in the like Voyage; and the same 
Creature did put both his hands upon the side of the 
Boate, and did strive to come in to him and others then 
in the said Boate: whereat they were afraid; and one 
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of them strooke it a full blow on the head; whereat it 
fell off from them: and afterwards it came to two other 
Boates in the Harbour; the men in them) for feare Red 
to land: This (I suppose) was a Mermaide. Now because 
divers have written much of Mermaides, I have presumed 
to relate, what is most certaine of such a strange Creature 
that was seene at New-found-land: whether it were a 
Mermaide or no, I know not, I leave it for others to 
judge, &c. 

R. W. 

Chap. IX. 
The names of divers honorable persons and others 

who have undertaken to helpe advance his 
Majesties Plantation in the New-found-Iand: 
written by the said R . W. with extracts of 
certaine Letters written from thence. 

right Honorable, Henry Lord Cary> 
Viscount of Faulke-land> Lord Deputie 
for the Kingdome of Ireland, hath under­
taken to plant a Colonie of his Majesties 
Subjects in the New-found-land, and is 
well pleased to entertaine such as are 
willing to be Adventurers with him 

therein, upon such Conditions as may appeare in the latter 
part of this Booke: And in his Lordships absence, hee 
hath authorized this Agent, Master Leonard Wellsted, 
by warrant under his hand and Seale, to ratifie whatsoever 
shall be by him concluded therein. The said Master 
Weflsteds Chamber is neere one Master Garlands house, 
at the lower end of Saint Martins lane in the fields. 

The right Honorable Sir George Calven, Knight, one 
of the principall Secretaries unto his Majestic, hath also 
undertaken to plant a large Cir~uit of that Countrie: 
who hath already sent thither this reare and the former 
yeare, a great number of men and women, with all neces­
sarie provisions fit for them; where they live pleasantly~ 
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building of Houses, clensing of Land for Corne, :lnd 
Meddowes, Cabage, Carters, Turneps, and such like: as 
also for ,"Vood and T obacco, Likewise they are there 
preparing to make Salt, (or the preservation of Fish 
another yecte, and for divers other services. And his 
Honor is likewise well pleased to entertaine such as will 
adveiHure with him therein, upon very fit conditions. 

The \Vorshipfull John Slany of London Merchant, who 
is one of the undertakers of the New-round-land Planta­
tion, and is Treasurer unto the Patentees of that Soeierie. 
who have maintained a Colonie of his Majesties subjects 
there above twelve yeetes, and they are willing to enter­
taine such as will further his Majesties said P lantation, 
upon fit conditions. 

Divers Worshipfull Citizens of the Citie of Bristoll, 
have undertaken to plant a large Circuit of that Countrie, 
& they have maintained a Colony of his Majesties subjects 
there any time these five yeeres, who have builded there 
many faire H ouses, and done many other good services, 
who live there very pleasantly, and they are well pleased 
to entertaine upon fit conditions such as will be Adven­
turers with them. 

The Worshipfull William Vaughan of Tarracod, in the 
Countie of Carmarthen, Doctor of the Civil! Law, hath 
also undertaken to plant a Circuit in the New-found­
land; and hath in two severall yeeres sent thither divers 
men and women, and hee is willing to entertaine such as 
will be Adventurers with him upon fit conditions. 

And there are many other worthy persons Adventurers 
in the said Plantation, whose names are not herein 
mentioned. And it is well hoped, that divers others will 
also pu"t their helping hand to advance the same, when 
they are given to understand what honour and benefit 
may accrue thereby. And if his Majesties subjects of 
this Kingdome may be willing to set fo rth from evcrie 
severaJl Countrie but one good Ship yearely thither, with 
people and provisions fit for them, it will be then not 
oneJy a great honour and benefi t to his Majestic, bu t 
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also a great increase of Shipping and Marriners, and the 
imploYlng and inriching of many thousands of poore 
people wnich now live chargeably to the Parishioners. 
The which may be easily performed by the able Subjects, 
to set forth the charge at first, and so everie Parish to 
recover yearely their equall parts of the benefit which may 
accrue by the said stocke; and thereby not onely disburden 
yeerely themselves of some of those which lie chargeable 
unto them within their severall Parishes; but also yeerely 
yeelde a great benefit to every severall Count ie, though 
it lie something remote from the Sea-coast, if they imploy 
a discreete honest man there, who may yearely be accompt­
able to everie Parish of the charge, and likewise the 
benefit. The which will not be anie way burdensome or 
hurtfull unto any: as the following discourse which I 
have written will plainly informe them. 

Extracts of a Letter from Captaine Edward W inne, 
Governollr of the Colony at Ferryland, within 
the Province of Avalon, in Newfound-Land. 
unto the Right Honourable Sir George Calvert 
Knight, his Majesties Principall Secretary; 
July 28. 1622 . 

May it please your Honour: 

UPon the seventeenth day of May, I received here 
your Letters of the nineteenth of February, from 

the hands of Robert Stoning. Upon the six and twentieth 
of the same, a Ship of Master Jennins, with your people 
and provision arrived here in safetie: and from the hands 
of Captaine Powell I received then your H onours 'Letters 
of the fourteenth of March. And upon the last -of June 
Master James came hither, from Renouse, and the Salt­
maker Master John Hickson; from whose hands I received 
two Letters more, that by Master James, being of the 
fourth of May, and the other by H ickson of t"he tenth 
of the same, &c. 
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• 622. 
It may please your H onour, that as soone as I had This wal flu 

delivered my last Letters of the fifth of September, I /mtLttftrJtllt 

immediately addressed my sclfe anely to ou r busi ncsse: ;lItD Eng/mId 
the yurt 

Notwithstanding our diligent labour and extraordinary befort, 162 1, 
paines-taking, it was Alhallontide before our first range 
of building was fitted for an habitable being, &c. 

After Christmasse, wee implored Ollf selves in the 
\\"oods, especially in hard weather, whence wee got home 
as many Boord-stockes as afforded us two hundred Boards, 
and about two hundred T imber-trees besides. \Vee got 
home as much or as many Trees, as served us to palizado 
into the Plantation about (oure Acres of ground, for the 
keeping off of both man and beast, with Post and Rayle 
seven Toot high, sharpened in the top, the Trees being 
pitched upright and fastened with Spikes and Nayles. 
Wee got also together as much Fire-wood, as will serve 
us yet these two moneths. 'We also fitted much Garden 
grou nd for Seed) I meane Barley, Oates, Pease) and 
Beanes, 

For addition of building) we have at this present a 
Parlour of fourteene foot besides the Chimney, and twelve 
foo t broad, of convenient height, and a lodging Chamber 
over it; to each a Chimney of Stone work with Staires, 
and a Staire-case: besides a tenement of twO roomes, or 
a story and a halfe, which serves for a Store-house till 
wee are otherwise provided. T he Forge hath beene 
finished these five weekes: the Salt-worke is now almost 
ready. Notwithstanding this great taske for so few hands, Tlltyu:mhul 
we have both Volheat, Barley, Oates, .P ease and Beanes m't/"t mOl 011 

about the quantitie of two Acres. Of Garden roome tht /011 
J1"jnltr, "nlill 

about ~alfe an Acre: Corne, though late sowne, is now thnrwluppf] 
in earing: the Beanes and the goodliest Pease that I (OMr in list 

ever saw) have flou rished in their bloomes this twentie Spring 
dayes: Wee have a plentifull Kitchin Garden of Lettice, following. 
Raddlsh, Carrets, Coleworts, T urneps, and many other 
things. Voree have also at this present, a flouri sh ing 
Meadow, &c, 

For the Countrey and Clymate: It is better, and not 
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so cold :10;; Engl:and hitherto. My comfort 15, that the 
Lord is with your H onour, lind your designes: for we 
have prospered, to the admirntion of all the beholdus In 

what is done. And thus with my humble duty remem· 
bred, I rest, &c. 

Another letter to Master Secretary Calvert, from 
Captaine W inne, of the seventeenth of Augu::. t • 
• 622. 

May it please your H onour; 

W E have Wheat, Barley, O:ales, and Seanes both 
eared and coddcd, and though the late sowing 2nd 

setting of them might ocCision the ccntrnry, yet it ripens 
now SO F.tst, that it carries the likelihood of an Ilpprcnching 
Harves!. Wee have also :1 plentifull Kirchen·G:arden of 
man)' things, and so rnnke. that I have not 5eene the like 
in Engl:and. OUf Ucanes arc exceedine good: our Pe:a5e 
~hall goe without compare: for they -are in some places 
as high as a man of an extraordinary stature, R3ddlsh as 
big 3S mint armc, Lettice, Cale or Cabbage, Turnep5-. 
Cauets. and all the rest is of like goodntsse. We h3.ve 
a Meadow of about three Acres: it flourished lately with 
many cockcts of good H 3Y, and now It is made up tor 
a Winter feeding. Wee hope to bee \velliitted wnh man)" 
Acres of Mcadow against another yeere: of Pasture· land. 
wee have already to serve at least three hundred he-:tds 
of Catte ll; and to nil this. if it please God. a c-ood 
quantitie of Sced·ground shall be fitted, and such buildings 
as wet sha ll be able to accomplish. 

Now in the next place it rna)' please your H o'!our to 
underst:tnd; Th:lt touching this Counert)', the Summer 
time here is so fuirt. so W;l.rme, and of so good a t~mpenl­
turc, that It pruduceth many ll carbes and Plants vcry 
whol'l;ome. medicinable, and delectable, many fruit Trees 
of ~ulldry kindes, mUIlY ,orts of Berries wholsome to 
e:lte, :lnd in measure most nbund,ln t : insomuch Its m:my 
sorts of Birds llnd Beasts ure relieved with them In time 
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of \"inter, and whereof with further experience 1 tru st 
to find some for the turne of Dyers. Our high levells 
of Land are adorned with V.foods, both faire and seernely 
to behold, and greene all \Vinter. Within Land there are 
Plaines innumerable, many of them containing many 
thousand Acres, very pleasant to see to, and well furnished 
with Ponds, Brookes and Rivers, very plentiful! of sundry 
sorts of Fish: besides store of Deere and other Beasts 
that yeeld both Food and Furre. T ouching the sayle, 
I find it in many places, of goodnesse farre beyond my 
expectation : the Earth as good as can be: the Grasse 
both fat and unctious, and if there were store of Cattle 
to feed it up, and with good ordering, it would become 
a most stedfast nourishment; whereof the large breed 
of Cattell to our Northerne Plantation, have lately given 
proofes sufficient, though since they have beene most 
shamefully destroyed. The ayre here is very healthful I, 
the water both eJeer and wholsome, and the 'N"inter short 
& tolerable continuing onely in January, February and 
part of March: the day in V-linter longer then in 
En~land: the nights both silent and comfortable, pro­
dUCing nothing that can be said, either horrid or hideous. 

leither was it so cold here the last Winter as in E ngland 
the }'eere before. I remember but three severall dayes 
of hard weather indeed, and they not extreame neither: 
for I have knowne greater Frosts, and farre greater Snowes 
in our owne Countrey. 

At the Bristow Plantation, there is as goodly Rye now 
growing, as can bee in any part of England: they are 
also well furn ished with Swine, and a large breed of 
Goates, . fairer by far then those that were sent over at 
the first. 

The Stones, Kernells, and Seeds that Stoning brought 
mee, were put into the g round presently after hIS arrivall, 
the which are already of a prettie growth, though late 
set; for they came to my hands but upon the seven teenth 
of May. T he Vines that came from P limouth, doe 
prosper very well: nay, it is to be assured, that any 
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thing that growes in England, will grow and prosper very 
well here: whereby it plainly appeares unto your Honour, 
what manner of Countrey the same is. 

It may please your Honour to understand, that our 
Salt-maker hath performed his part with a great deale 
of sufficiency, by whom I have sent your Honour a Barrell 
of the best Salt that ever my eyes beheld, who with better 
setling doth undertake to better this, which hee hath made 
already. 1 shall humbly also desire you to remember my 
last yeeres suit, that our delicate H arbours and Woods 
may not bee altogether destroyed . For there hath beene 
rinded this yeere not so few as 50000. Trees, and they 
heave out ballast into the Harbors, though I looke on. 
lt may likewise please your Honour to give expresse 
order; First, that such as be sent thither hereafter, may 
be such men as shall bee of good strength: whereof wee 
stand in need of sixe Masons, foure Carpenters, two or 
three good ~arry-men, a Slator or two, a Lyme-burner, 
and Lyme-stones, a good quanti tie of hard Laths; a 
couple of strong Maids, that (besides other worke) can 
both Brew and Bake, and to Furnish us with Wheeles, 
Hempe, and Flax, and a convenient number of West­
countrey Labourers to fit the ground for the Plough. 
Secondly, that no more Boyes or Girles be sent hither, 
I meane, upon your H onors charge, nOr any other persons 
which have not beene brought up to labour: for they 
are unfit for these affaires. Thirdly, your Honor of 
necessitie must needes send some Gunnes, and a Gunner 
with his necessaries: for the place and time doe require 
it. I t is a durable Chattel!; they will command the 
Harbour, and secure all, &c. 



A L~j'I"rEn J' HOl\l NE \ VFOllN'I)LANU A.O 

A Copie of a Letter from N. II. a Gentleman 
liVIng at Ferryland in Newfound-Land, to a 
wonhy Friend \V. P. of the 18. of August, 
1622. 

SIR, 

M y humble ~ernce remembred; accounting my selfe 
bound unto rou in a double bond, namely, love 

and dutie: I could not be unmmdfull to shew the same 
unto rou in these rude lines, thereby to acquaint rou 
with our health, the temperature of the Countrey, and 
the commodities and blessings therein. And first, for 
the first: Concerning our heahh, there is not any man 
amon,l!st our company, that h:lth beene sicke scarcely one 
day since he came, but hath beene able to follow his worke. 
The Climate differs but little from England, and 1 m)' 
sel fe felt lesse cold here this Winter, then 1 did in England 
the Winter before by much. The ayre is sweeter: for 
I never smelt any cvill S3vor in the Countrey, nor saw 
any venemous creature to hurt mec. Gods blessings upon 
this Land are manifold: As for wood and water, it passeth 
England: the one most sweet in growing and burning, 
the other most pleasant to taste, and good to drinke . 
For in W hitson-holidares (I taking with me Master 
Stoning) did coast some ten miles into the Countrey 
Westward from our Plan tation) to m:l.ke some discovery 
of the Countrey, and to kill a D eere; and being some 
five mi les into the Land, where wee lodged that night 
in a \Vood, we found much Champion ground, and good 
levels of one, two, three or foure hundred Acres together, 
and at the foot of each M ountaine and small Hill, wee 
alwayes met with a (aire fresh River, or a sweet Brooke 
of running water, whereof wee freely dranke, and it did 
quench my thirst as well as any Beere, and much refresh 
us both ) and never offended our stomackes at all. Wee 
travelled three dayes) but found no Deere save their 
footings, which came to passe by meanes of a great fire 
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that had burned tbe Woods :1 little before ten miles 
comp:1sse. It began betweenc Formousc: and Aquafort: 
it burned 11 wc:eke, and then WilS quenched by 11 great raine. 

! know not how or what hee was that gave lire to it, 
but I [hUlke hee was a servant hired by the Devill to doe 
that wicked deed, who (I doe not doubt) will pay bim 
for his worke. In the ni~ht the ·Wolves bein~ neere. did 
something affright us with howlings, but dId not burt 
us: for wee had Dogs, Fire, and Sword to welcome them. 
As (or the Bcares) nTthough there bee many; they beare 
us no ill will, I thinke, lor [ have eaten my part of two 
or three, and taken no hurt by them. Faxes heere are 
many, and as subtill as a Foxe, yet have wee cooz.ne:d 
many of them of their rich coats, which our worthy 
Governour keepes carefully, as also of Cartagena's :lnd 
Otters, whose coverings wee preserve as fitting presents 
for greater persons. The Fowles and Birds of the L:lnd 
arc Partridges, CurIues, Fillidayes, Bbck-birds, Bulfinches, 
Larkes, Sparrowes, and such like. Those of the: Sea, are 
Goose, Ducks of foure sorts, Cnpderace, Teale, Snipes, 
Penguyns, Murres, Hounds, Sanderlings, Redshanks and 
others, all very fat, swcete and wholsome. The Fowles 
of prey, arc Tercells, Goshawkes, Falcons, Laners, Spar­
hawkes, Gripes, Ospreis, Owles great and smnll) Ravens, 
Glllls, Pinerils, and some others; and of most of these 
sons I have killed many. As for the plentie of Codfish 
it is well knowne unto you. Salmons. Eeles. Mack!!.rdl, 
H errings, Lance, Caplin, Dog-fish, Hollibun. Flowkes, 
Lobsters, Crabs and Muskles: AU nnd more then :t11 
these are here in great plentie, very good and sweet meat. 
The wild fruit nnd berries, nre small Pea res, Cherries, 
Nuts, Rcsberries, Str.\wberries, Barberries, DewberriesJ 

H urtleberrit:s, with others, all good to C:lte. Mnny 6ire 
Flowers I havt: set:ne here, which I cannot name, .although 
1 h:.d learned Gerrnrds H erball by heart: But WIld Roses 
arc here both red :lnd damnske, as frngrnnt and nice as 
in England. All OUf Corne and Seedes have Pt?~Pt'I'tJ 
well, and aZ'e already growne almost to perfect nlltturltli'!.&C • 
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TENTH BOOKE. 

Chap. X. 

Divers Warlike Fleets set forth to Sea against the 
Spaniards, by our English Debora, ~eene 
Elizabeth, of Glorious memory: H er manifold 
Deliveries and Victories. . 

L o I the Man, whose Muse mus'd on Plantations, 
New England, Vi rgin, Bermude, Newfound-landed, 

Lawrell for olive take, and make Relations 
Of Armes, H armes, Fights, Frights, Flights, Depopula­

tions, 
Rames Buls, Spaines broyles, Irelands ire, Traitors 

branded. 
God, Angels, Winds, Seas, Men, Elizas Glory 
Conspire; Shee outlives D eath, in H eaven, in Story. 

greatest of English Names, Glorious 
Elizabeth! Nor may wee after thy 
voyage and peregrination out of this 
\Vorld, unto thy true and heavenly home 
& Country, fo rget the great Acts of thy 
earthly Pilgrimage. Thou wast indeed 
the Mother of English Sea-greatnesse, 

and didst first by thy Generalls not salute alone, but 
awe and ·terrifie the remotest East and West, stretching 
th)' long and strong armes to India, to China, to America, 
to the P eruvian Seas, to the Californian Coast and New 
Albions Scepters ; Thou mad'st the Northerne Muscovite 
admire thy Greatnesse: Thou gavest name to the North­
west Straits (M eta Incognita) and the Southern Negros, 
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and IIands of the South-unknowne-continent which knew 
not human it ie, were compelled to know Thee; Thou. 
imbracedst the whole earthly Globe in thy Maritime 
Armes: thou freedst England from Easterlings and 
Lumbards borrowed legs, and taughtst her not onely to 
stand and goe without helpe, but become helpe to our 
friends, and with her own Sea forces to stand against, 
yea to stand upon, and stampe under feet the proudest 
of her foes. Thou wast a Mother to thy Neighbours, 
Scots, French, Dutch; a Mirrour to the remotest of 
Nations. Great Cumberlands twelve voyages before 
recited are thine, and the fiery vigor of his Martiall Spirit 
was kindled at thy bright Lamp, & quickened by the 
Great Spirit of Elizabeth, Drake, Candish, John and 
Richard Hawkins, Raleigh, Dudley, Sherley, Preston, 
Greenvile, Lancaster, Wood, Raimund, Levison, Monson, 
Winter, Frobisher, Davies, and other the Star-worthies 
of Englands Sphere, whose Planet-courses we have before 
related, acknowledge Elizas Orb to be their First and 
highest Mover. How many RoyaU Fleets did shee set 
forth? In the yeeres 8 S- and 87. those under Sir Francis 
Drake, before mentioned, as that also in 95. under him 
and Sir John Hawkins: another Fleet 1590. under Sir 
John Hawkins, and Sir Martin Frobisher to the Hands; 
also 1591. the Iland Fleet under the Lord Thomas 
Howard, now Earle of Su/folke; that 1592. by Sir John 
Burroughs and Sir Robert Crosse, when the Madre de 
Dios was taken, and another Carrike burnt; An. 1594· 
Shee sent forth a Fleet to Brest, where Frobusher was. 
slaine. Another 1599. under the Lord Thomas Howard. 
A. 1600. under Sir Richard Levison a Fleet to the Ilands; 
1601. another to Ireland. A. 1602. under Sir -Richard 
Levison and Sir William Munson; and another under 
the same Commanders, 1603. as bequeathing in her FataH 
extreames, Marine Actions and Glory to her Successour. 
These and other her Sea-glories I purpose not here to 
dilate, having already handled some of them; but have 
singled from the rest the actions of 88. 89· 96. and 97-
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prremising sornthing as 3 Preface of the great deliverances 
which God vouchsa fed that Virgin ~cen. 

That Church which is mystically called, The woman 
drunken with the bloud of Saints, had begun to persecute 
her from her birth, P ope Clement the six! decreeing against 
her Mothers marriage, and Pope Paul the third thundring 
a terrible sentence against her Fathers Soveraigntie. And 
although King H enry had first enacted against his 
daughters, and after fo r them by Parliamentary authoritie, 
yet when King Edward (which used to caU her his sweet 
sister Temperance) was dead, there wanted not some 
which extruded both the sisters, and obtruded another 
succesSIOn. Qyeene Mary dispersing that stafme, raised 
another, wherein shee was exposed to the eotlumnies of 
faire-foule-mouthed sycophants, which would have stai ned 
the reigne of that ~eene, otherwise branded, as short, 
bloudy, unfortunate, with the slaughter of that R oyall 
Virgin: Story and others saying, That in vaine the 
boughs of H eresie were lopped off, if the Root were 
suffered to continue. Long and straight imprisonment 
shee indured, and was forced by them to Masse, 
Confession and externall profession of that Romish 
Catholicisme, which perhaps had not diverted her 
enemies desig ne, had not the perversest of her enemies 
Gardiner beene averted by his owne death; and had not 
also King Philip with the Spaniards envied to the French 
so rich an In heritance, as by ~eene Maries death without 
issue (which could scarsly from her sicke and aged body 
be expected) \vas likely to fall upon ~eene M ary of 
Scotland betrothed to the D olphin of France, whereby 
the Spanish greatnesse already embroyled enough, was 
likely to bee overmatched by the French, increased with 
addition of three mightie Kingdomes. ~eene Mary 
dying, and Cardinali Poole with many Prelates, as it 
were, attending her exequies with their owne, with generall 
applause Shee was acknowledged ~een. Her first care 
was to restore R eligion, notwithstanding the dangers 
thence incompassing her: shee also rejected the manage 
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with King Philip, whereof hee had treated with her by 
the Earle of Feria his Embassadour, promising to procure 
thereunto the Popes dispensation: neither admitted shee 
the offered match of Charles, sonne to Ferdinand the 
Emperour; and when Henry the French King by the 
Guisians was perswaded to challenge England to his sonne 
and daughter in law, (causing them to use her title Francis 
& Mary by the Grace of God King and Qgeene of 
Scotland, England, and Ireland) and prepared Warres 
against her, God tooke him out of the world, being slaine 
at a Tilt sport. 

The new King and Qgeene continued their former 
challenge, Title and Ensignes, which gave no small 
occasions of those evills, which afterwards involved her, 
breeding a ~reat disgust betwixt those two greatest Ladies 
which Chnstendome had, both Heires to an absolute 
Sovereign tie. Shee expelled the French out of Scotland, 
stablished the affaires of Ireland, procured armour and 
weapons out of Germany, caused much Artillery to bee 
cast of Brasse and Iron, new Mynes of Brasse being found 
at Keswicke, and the stone Calaminaris usefull for Brasse­
workes found here also: provision for Gunpowder was 
first at her commandement made here at home; Barwicke 
fortified, the Navie furnished, the Sea Townes imitating 
her example and increasing dayly in Navall forces, 
answered by Martiall Spirits for Land and Sea service. 
Thus did God blesse her that had glorified him in estab­
lishing his Truth, notwithstanding the povertie of the 
State at her entrance, deepely indetted by her prede­
cessours; and the faint friendship or professed enmitie 
of Rome and all her disciples. Thus shall it bee done 
to the Woman God wil! honour, and more then' thus: 
for what was all the time of her reigne but vicissitudes 
of Treasons, Warres, and manifold external! and internaU 
broyles? and yet in an admirable working of Divine 
Grace, when had England so long and flourishing peace 
at home, or glory and renowme abroad? as jf hee which 
brought light out of darknesse, would permit all such 
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contrary workings to bee the object of his goodnesse, the 
Fewell and materiails of her g reatnesse. 

Arthur Poole, the fou rth yeere of her reigne abused 
the gre::l.tnesse of his bloud with other conspirators, to 
the Guisian purposes, but taken and sentenced received 
not bloudie reward from her mild and merciful! hand. 

Pope P ius the fift denounceth her excommunic:nc, 
discharging her Subjects from loyaltie and alleagcance 
and arming them against her: Ridolfi a Florentine pIa yes 
the M erchant of Popish wares, the Earles of Northumber­
land and Westmerland take armes, the Duke of Norfolke 
is entangled, the French and Sraniard are pcrswaded by 
the P ope, who promised also i need were, to ingage to 
this purpose all the goods of the Sea ApostoJike, Chalices, 
Crosses) and holy Vestments: Vitellius is commanded 
to invade Engla nd with an Army from the Low-countries: 
but God protected Elizabeth, and her E nemies abroad 
were disappointed, the Traitors at home falling into their 
owne pit. 

About the same time Edmund and P eter, brethren to 
the Earle of Ormond were busie in I reland, to inflame 
which rebellion Mendoza came out of Spaine, but before 
it brake forth into any great combustion it was extinct. 

D on John of Austria enters next upon the Stage (for 
I omit Barnes and Muthers, Sir H enry Percie, the B. 
of Ross his attempts, and other Acts and Arts savouring 
more of the Foxe then the L ion) and pretended a peace, 
whiles hee intended the deliverance of the Scouish 
Oyeene, and marrying her, to make himselfe Kin '"" of 
England and Scotland, by heJpe of fugitives :"Ind fa~our 
of the Pope and Guisians: and in the midst of his 
warlike. preparations suddenly dieth. When Pius his 
impious curses had thus proved blessings, hee deceaseth, 
and Gregory his successour in the Papacie, and ma lice 
to Oyeene Elizabeth, the great Founder of Seminaries, 
gaping fo r no lesse then a Kingdome to hi s base son ne 
James Boncompagno, treateth with the Spaniard, who 
had swallowed England also in his conceit. T homas 
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Stukley an English fugitive promiseth Ireland to the 
Popes bastard) who in recompence gives him the titles 
of Marquesse of Lagen) Earle of Wexford and Cater­
lough, Vieount of Morough, and Baron of Ross (all places 
of note in Ireland) and made him Generall of eight 
hundred Italian Souldiers, the King of Spaine paying 
their wages. But Sebastian King of POrlugall, which 
should have conducted the Spanish forces a~inst England, 
being intangled with an African Expedition, procured 
Studey to goe thither with him, where both lost their 
lives. And the Spaniard was now diverted from English 
designes to those neerer of Portugall, there imploying 
the forces intended against us. 

Doctor Nicolas Sanders playeth the next part, who 
having written in defence of the Popes visible Monarchy 
Ecclesiasticall) and belched out the fowlest slanders of 
Qyeen Elizabeths parentage that Hell could devise, 
would make his writings visible by his deeds; and with 
James Fitz Morice an Irish Traitor) having obtained to 
be the Popes Nuntio, with a banner consecrated at Rome, 
and some forces out of Spaine, t:ntreth Ireland, there 
fortifieth and winneth Desmond to his partie. San 
Josophus followeth with seven hundred Italians and 
Spaniards, with Armour for five thousand. Their Fort is 
taken, Fitz morice first, and after the Earle with many 
others slaine, Sanders runnes mad, and wandering up and 
downe in the Woods and Mountaines dieth miserably; 
the Country is pacified and Elizabeth prevaileth. The 
Seminaries (Schooles of Treason) were now erected at 
Rome and Rhemes, to become worse then that Trojan 
Horse, Cells of desperate Emissaries, incendaries of their 
owne Cauntrey: Campion and others suffer, seditious 
Baokes * are written against the ~eene, whereby 
Somervill was instigated to kill her. 

Mendoza the Spanish Embassadour was commanded 
to depart out of England, having practised with Throck­
morton * and others about an invasion of the Land, and 
to remove the ~eene. About the same time in manner 
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162 5. 
nuraculously, Ir:uterous projects came to liSh! by cen:ullc 
rapers of one Creighton a Seou;sh Jc~sulte, who being Crtlg~11/f/ 
taken by OUleh Pirates tare them and threw them IntO "PrJ. 
the Sea; which would not bee accessary to Jesuitlcall 
plots. but by the hc:lpe of the winde brought them backe 
to the Ship; which being delivered to Sir Willi:l.m \\'::Ide 
were joyned again, and revealed new plots of the Pope, 
the Spaniard, and Guisians to invade England: Where-
upon an Association was made by m3ny thorow Ihe AmcitJliu. 

Kingdome, binding themselves by their h:lOds and seales 
to prosecute all such to death as should attempt any thing 
against the life of the Qyeene. Cardinal! Allen for Ihe 
English Catholikes Ecdesiasticall, Inffileneld for the 
bikes, the Bishop of Rosse for the (,Q1eene of Scots, 
were said to have agreed to deprive the ~eene, and to 
disinherite King James as a favourer of Heresie, &c. 

A. 1585. Doctor Parry (whom Qyeene Elizabeth had Pllrri" 
before pardoned his life) being he:trtned by Rlgazonius tf(llml. 
the Popes Nuntio in France, and absolved in the P opes 
name by the Cardinall Comensis, undertooke to kill the 
Qyeene, being thereunto incouraged by Aliens booke, A/inri '-i,. 
teaching that excommunicated Princes may bee dispoyled 
of lives and Scepters. His partner reveales him, and his 
mischiefe lighted on himselfe. H enry Earle of Northum- Ellr/, if N~r_ 
berland (brother of Thomas before executed at Yorke) ,h"Mbfr/;'.,,4. 

slew himselfe in the Tower, and the Lord Chancellour 
three dayes after in the Starre Chamber declared that he 
had beene committed for traiterous devises against the 
Qyeen and State; the particulars whereof were then 
opened by the Atturney Popham, seeking to set free 
the ~eene of ScOlS, to destroy the Qyeene and the 
Religioo. to have dealt with Charles Paget (termed Mope) 
anoul these things, with the invasion of England, &e. 
The Burkes rebellion in Ireland fell out that yeere, and /Jurlt,1.$ 

b 1 h" h h h d h" 1· {I""dirt Jtirl many royes, w Ie cost tree t ousan t elr lves at ill Irtl""J. 
one time, the title Mae-\ :Villiam in Connagh extinguished. 
and the insolence of the llanders betwixt Scotl~nd and 
England repressed. The Spaniard arrested the English 
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Ships in his Ports, whence the Expeditions of the Earle 
of Cumberland, and Sir Francis Drake before mentioned 
tooke their beginning, and the WaITes betwixt the two 
Kingdomes. 

A. 1586. that prodigious plot of Savage, Balard, 
Babinfton, and the rest of that bloudy erue conspiring 
to kil the Qy.eenc, was detected and the plotters were 
executed. In 87. the French Embassadour, a Guisian, 
conferred with Stafford to kill the Qyeenc, making great 
promises to that purpose. And he and Moody were 
further treated with on that point by T rappius his Secre­
tary, which by Stafford was revealed and prevented. But 
whiles all pretended the freeing of the Qyeen of Scots, 
by this meanes they shortned her dares and freed her of 
her life. 

The story is knownc, and I shall not need to insist 
[ I V. x. upon these later things, nor on Tyrones T ragicall rebellion, 

189+.] the death of so many thousands English, Irish, Spanish; 
7'yrMJ nor Lopez his plot to poison the ~eene, &c. I but 

propound these things to excite English thankfulnesse to 
God, and hatred to that Whoore, drunken with bloud, 
which hath thus enchanted the Kings of the earth; yea 

frllllMr. 
Loptz. 
Lu!: 8. 29. 

like the Legion Devill hath broken all chaines of allege­
ance, and hath initiated in hellish mysteries naturall sworne 
subjects to invasion and mutuall massaCres; yca to account 
it tolerable, lawfull, commendable, meritorious, and in 
ordine ad deum, necessary (6 times! 6 monsters!) to kill 
and murther; and hath made it a compendious way to 
win the Kingdome of H eaven by killing the Kings of 
the Earth. And if the bloud of so many Saints from 
Abel to Zacharias were threatned to fall on Jer,'.lsaiem, 
sometimes the holy Citie; what may be said of Rome? 
whose Temporall Monarchy first founded in the bloud 

Romt,Cifito/ of Rhemus brother of Romulus, proceeded in exiling 
;Urlht::/! their owne Kings, and in exterminating worlds of men 
ottrJl?! I'Igl. out of the world (Cresar alone is said in fiftie bartells to 

*Plill. I. 7. have slaine * 1192000. men, besides what was slaine in 
c. 2~. his Civill Warres) in a world of time together: exceeded. 
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m the sanctitie of the bloud of so many thousand Saints 
and Martyrs in ten dismaU persecutions. and yet fell shott 
of the pretended Catholike Rome, that mysticall "Voman 
drunken with bloud. 

I dare boldly aver, and by History make it good, (yea· Pmmt Rcmr 
in great part to a judicious observer the former parts of g:~alt~m'lfI­
this Worke have shewed) that since the PapaH challenge ~:;;;-slaitr 
of Monarchy over Monarkes by Gregory the seventh, th'n tAt 

the D evills thousand yeeres of imprisonment being Etlmik 
expired, Antichristian Rome hath by Sword, Fire, Warres, "'Sa te. J. 

Civill and Forraine, and other inhumane, immane, divellish 1.8. t '6" z. 3· 4. 15 . I. 2. 

furies procured the shedding of more humane bloud, c. 1.1D.1. I. 8. 
then ever Heathen Rome in farre longer time had shed c. +. 1j (. 

to erect their Heathenish Empire, from the dayes of 
Romulus which founded the Citie, to Augustus which 
grounded and stablished the E mpire, and Tiberius under 
whom Christ was crucified: Yea if you adde the perse-
cutions of the succeeding Emperors till J ulian the 
Apostata; yet have the later Antichristian exceeded in 
numbers, as much as the executions of Warres are usually 
beyond all comparison of the J udiciall and Legall. I 
adde, that as the Ethnike Romans spilt none (except in 
persecutions) but Ethnike bloud: so the pretended 
Christian Romists (except in the Indies and the H oly 
Land Wars) shed none in this account but Christian. 
Th is may seem a prodigal speech & prodigious paradox, 
to those which know not the millions which perished in 
th e H oly Land Wars, set & kept on foot about 200. yeers 
together by Papall ambition; so many hundreths of 
thousands which perished in the same times, by open 
warres.tnade by the Popes Crusados against the Albigenses, 
\\'aldc'1ses, and what other names it pleased them to give 
to better men then themselves, in almost eightie yeeres 
continued warres: So many Civiil Warres in Germany, 
the subjects and competitors armed by Crusados against 
the Emperours till that Eagle was plucked; where one 
Henry whom Hildebrand first deposed, fought six tie 
battells: In England, France, Italy, and other parts, in 
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the daies of King John, Fredericke the second, Conrade, 
Memfred, Phillip, and others: and after that, the long 
Bohemian broiles drenched in bloud after H usses fire: 
and lately so innumerable millions (pauperis est numerare) 
in America and the lIands which these bookes plainly 
evince to have beene written in bloud by Roman 
authoritie and pretence; not to make mention of the 
Philippinas, the East Indies, the v..rars in Sicile and 
Naples; and the Greeke Empire first weakned, and after 
by Roman ambition lost: how many hundreth thousands 
hath France lost of Christians within these last hundreth 
yeeres? how many more have taken their fatall farewells 
in the Belgian 9uarrell? How doe those Low-countries 
and Germany still Row in bloud? That 1 speake not of 
our England and Ireland? But I hate the thoughts of 
those things, and therefore come to the 88. businesse, 
that also set on worke from Rome, the widest and openest 
passage from hell for his ingresse and egresse, that was 
a Murtherer /Tom the beginning, and in the last ages 
turning himselfe into an Angell of light, hath there 
established his principall Vicar under pretended tides and 
seemings of Christ and Christianitie. Yea this is also 
remarkable that in the treasons against O!!.eene Elizabeth, 
and in those against our present Sovereigne King James 
(whom God lon~ preserve) by Watson, Clerke, Cobham, 
&c. at first, and In the Master and Monster-peece (which 
was now ready to breake forth with violence and virulence 
from Hell, and to blow up all other Treasons) that of 
the Gun-powder Traitors; still the busiest part of the 
Tragedie is committed to some Romish Priest or Jesuite, 
who should fit and frame the resolute dissolutenesse 
of wild spirits to the execution of it or themselves. 
The Master Workman (I say not Beelzebub) is the Pope, 
as appeareth in those before mentioned, and in this of 
88. whose Bull declaratory against that Worthy of women 
followeth, as the contents thereof are delivered by 
Meteranus, to whose labou rs in this Story wee are princi­
pally indetted. It was to be pub li shed in the Popes n3.me 
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1588. 
by Cardinall Allen after the Navie had arrived in England, AI/m or Al~" 
to command the English to yeeld their obedience to the u·asbySpanlfh. 
Duke of Parma. From the Pope therefore wee will begin pro~urtmrnf 
our 88 Story, touching the preparation and successe of ~:"~i"(1"fir 
that Armada sirnamed invincible. rllil purpm; 

lind to Ihit 
Chap. Xl. llV. x. 

O . 0 . b·l· A "';'\ ctagesllnus ctavus mira I IS nnus. plllf'OU IItUI 

Th P B II h K · f S . . wriff(II a 
e opes ll. t e lOg O pames preparations, ";01411/ bOlJlu 

the Duke of Medinas Expedi tion, the Duke of whirh 

Parmas F orces, for the invasion of England: ;;;,;t: 
divers Sea-fights twixt the English and Spanish Itnd(rfltJu to 

Fleets the Sea flight of the Spanish and killt/uQrmn. 
. 'bl d· . h· T' h' Ht and mlsera e Isasters In t elr returne. elr Bristow end 

lies. The Queens Religious Trium ph . Merrin Win 

~~~jiil~ AUlhorJofth~ ~ lx tus ~intus, by divine providence, Rlumisll 
univcrsall Pastor of the Flock of Christ, Transilltion 
to whom by continued and lawfull succes- and Nom of 

sian, the administration and cha.rge of ~;p~~i~·~t­
the Catholike Church pertaineth; taking ItlJdd (dUm 

into consideration the miseries and calami- of d(p,ir,ing 
ties whereinto the famous Kingdomes of tlu Quant. 

England and Ireland had falne, which in times past were Fugiliv(/ 
c impoftnr 

commended so much lor Vertues, Religion, and Christian l(d/t. 
Pietie and Obedience, and now by the impious and unjust 
Empire of Elizabeth pretended ~eene, a.nd a few 
adhering to her, not oncly to have come to a dissolute 
estate and dangerous to it sel fe , but also as infected and 
venemous members are wont to cause infection and disease 
to the whole body of Christians : and wanting there the 
due remedies which elswhere by help of Christian Princes 
he useth, to prevent abuses & to maintaine Ecclesiasticall 
discipline: Forasmuch as H enr}' the Eight, late King 
of England, a R ebell and forsaker of the Sea Apostolike, 
separated himselfe and his from the communion of 
Christians by force, and Elizabeth the present Usurper 
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persevereth therein, not without great commotion and 
dan!?er of the Nei@:hbour Regions, sbewing her selfe 
obstinate and impenitent, so that there is no bope that 
those Kingdomes may at any time be reformed and reduced 
to the exercise of Christian Religion, true peace and 
quietnesse, except shee be deprived of the administration 
of the Kingdome. 

Therefore our moS{ holy Fatber desiring (as his Office 
requireth) to provide for this evill, with present and strong 
remedies inspired to him from God, to the health of tbe 
universall Church, incited as well by his owne, as his 
predecessors affection and zeale, alway borne toward 
England; and moved by the continuaU sollicitation, 
vehement and importunate exhortation of very many, and 
those principall men of the said Nation; hee hath used 
great diligence with divers Princes, and especially with 
the Mightie and Cathalike King of Spaine, imploring his 
aide hereunto, by the reverence which hee beareth the 
Roman Sea, by the old friendship and cansanguinitie which 
his Family hath had with the Kings of England, by his 
singular chari tie and benevolence formerly shewed to the 
Catholikes of that Countrey ; for obtaining by that meanes 
his desire of peace and quietnesse in his Neighbour 
Provinces, for his studie and readinesse towards the 
propagation of Catholike Religion, and lastly for the 
furtherance of the common good of Europe; hath 
besought him to confer all the Forces which God almightie 
hath given him hereunto, that that vVaman may bee 
dejected from her degree, and that the evill men and 
hurtfull to mankind, which adhere to her may be punished, 
and that Kingdome may bee reduced to certaine refor­
mation and quietnesse, from which great g'ood and many 
commodities to the Common-weilih might be to be 
expected. Wherefore that hee migbt make knowne to 
all the world the Justice of this Cause, and the Subjects 
also of that Kingdome might fully be satisfied, likewise 
that hee might denounce the just judgement of God 
against her; It hath seemed meet to his Holinesse, with 
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[ 588. 
the Declaratory Sentence made a~ainst th is Woman, to 
h h I h h h d d " t • Aa, %4· 14·· s ew t e cause a so w yea so proeee e aga!ns By the fCIIY 

her. rd.irh flu! {III 
First, because shee is an H eretike· and Schismatike b hmli(, 10 

and therefore excommunicated of two P opes, his prede- wmhip wn 
" d" b d" G d d h theGQdifo~r cessors, contumacIOUs, ISO e lent to 0 an t e supreme fi Ii 

~ Sea: Also shee tooke to her sclfe with presumpi:ious ;~t';,l"g 11/1 
usurpation supreme Authoritie and Ecclesiasticall jurisdic- thinKS wrillt" 
tion over the Soules d of Men, against Nature, Reason , in llu LarlJ, 

against all Lawes D ivine and H umane; and that as well ~h * 
by vertue of the sentences given by Clement the Seventh, '''I/~i7:r:r 
and Paul the Third, as of the publike declaration of Ki ng ,-nIl, fellir" 

Henry her Father. Th irdly, because shee usurped the U"JUltly . 
Kingdome against all right, not onely in re~ard of the txrommUIU(1I1( 
"d" '"d b I " h de "ndrufDjf Impe Iments aloresal, ut a so agamst teo on tracts from tilt ~ 
in times past made betwixt the Sea Apostolike and the ifC"rill, II? 
Kingdome of England in the time of Henry the Second, h 9. Si~,1( 
when the said Kingdome reconciled it selfe to the Roman ,!lOI, ((1m 

Sea, for the murther of Saint Thomas of Canturbury. At :U;;~. ~~. 
which time it was agreed e, that none should bee taken liJ(:;:~.t 
for lawfull King of England without consent of the Great d Wi,,, /it lI"d 

Bishop ; which convention or contract was after renewed fI/!; Ih" 
by King John, and confirmed by Oath. ':Vhich thing was ajttld 'h, 

f lidt if most profitable, and so established by the request 0 the Iuprtmt htlld, 

Nobilitie and People. '0 llfJfIidjnItJ 
For man)' ::md grievous injuries I, excorsions, and other "pprllrll"ti if 

wronp'S perpetrated b}' her and h), others, through her fhil (t·jll. and 
<;> drdarld permission, against the distressed innocent Subjects of hmdfi I~ 

both King-domes. ,llIlfb"gt. 
For seditions and rebellions betwixt the Inhabitants of Md)'.J>=rr 

neighbour Provinces, raised against their lawful Magis. Of"~ all hrr 
• IU".JUII, 10 

(U,l/fa"J ,h~m '0 do ,htir dllli'l ~ 'XUIIU th", OJiiUI, Ixr"id'''g fiTTa;" juri/dirtio"." III 
DIff'id, SIlV,I/f"" C.",Ulfltll, !j "" pndt{(JJ"1 "lid dont, tXITfilillg pr.wrr 'f'rr PrirstJ, "g, 
i~ Ilt prnlllNJ. ~O ;IIIp"4nI(1' " "Iu;! Killl if £,,&'lIlId l'C'" sOllgllt 'ht P:pu (tlIIfirma. 
how: Killg 1MII by PII/'4U Artl III"It hilllu!ft trihllft:ry, bill rcit'm" tllld IIgtl;"11 hil ,"bJfw 
rtJlllt'Jt/, III /lfll, Pllril !.1 R. U',."I~" IJu,~ li,i,,& Itllifir III Itlrgf." Ihtll wriling 6ri"g 
bll,.,.1 tlIII Jr'ldllimtJ,. IIJt IIJIJIrt/ tllsD rr6r//illg IIgtli"lt thr Al;lhor ti:"tIlj. f Qui.:! 
III.". Itilim .p (((,!islIl: Sltt fl.·rtlIIUl I"ull mll{h ,n 'tld"g lut Ilm;.:!1 fi-cm Ilt(i, 
bhllt. 
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PURCHAS HIS PILGRUIES 

trate and 'naturall Prince, by which shee seduced 
innumerable Soules and many potent Regions. 

For entertainment h g iven to Fugitive Heretikes, and 
Rebells, wicked and publike malefactors, and undertaking 
their protection, to the great losse and detriment of 
Christian Regions. 

Also for sending to and procuring the Turke, that our 
might ie i and cruell Enemy, to invade Christendome and 
disturbe ~ the setled Peace. 

For the horrible and I long persecution of the Saints of 
God, for holy III B B. ill handled, spoyled, imprisoned, and 
divers torments and miserable tortures and slaughters done 
to the members of. the holy and Catholike Church. 

For the inhumane and unjust inprisonment and crueltie, 
lately exercised against the most gracious Princesse, Mary 
~eene of Scotland, which had Red into England, having 
first D received promise of sec uri tie, protect ion, and aide. 

For abolishing the true Catholike Religion \ the pro­
fanation of holy Sacraments, also of Monasteries P, 

Temples, Persons consecrated to the memory of Saints, 
and all other things which make or may help to eternall 
life. 

And concerning Secular affaires q and the State politike, 
for that the ancient Nobilitie being rejected and excluded, 
shee hath promoted obscure and unworthy men to Civill 
and Ecclesiasticall dignities; and by this meanes hath 
made a sale of Lawes and Rights; and lastly for rhe 

with. ftoi(( IIl.1de to 'htm; alld ,-uttd al his prtdertllon htld done. • The Popt rM/­
ftluth htt ga:·e tllurlaillmo.t to ,,It Quallel rugitir'u, tIIId for their talu 'hili roartd. 
The Spalliald tllttrlailled her Fugitivlt alld Iht might "01 admi'lholt whom ht would 
nOl suffir to obry him al hil Allttllan htld dont. I A mighty tJ (rpdl p'Ka] if hil 
Holilltu. ~ IPho il hat Iht illrlad,r f.j dhlpr"a if ptatt? Alld u·hatlo I(ndl all.lhil but 10 

di/anul/ ptau? 1 Qllil tulail Grauhol dt "dilione "u"twttl? "'Boner, f.jr. wal ill htlndld· 
Dtrault Ihe] WIU 1I0! 10 handld al IhlJ htld hand/(d CrlVlmer, Rid/e], Cj( •. ~Su M. 
Canldtm HirIDr], A, 1568. tj Itf. wher( tholt ouurrenllart othtrwiu rdaftd. 0 AI. z. 2. 
ThOft harl tried Ihtm 'hM/lly Iht] aft AJmllti alld art not alld hllrt flsmd thtm litn. PflqllJ' 

much mort did Htz.tliah f.j hliar in drmalilhill§; Iht meana if Iftperrlilion, how holy letfler al 
thtir fir" ill/lilu'ion? So Ihe brau" 8t,.,(III, 4 Dffli"e typt of Christ rrlllfjitd wal 
dtmotilhld, tit. "/I'il diwm fPid lis? magnul (I arddiD. Pilie Ihe prOll/oltd 1101 Cardillal 
A/kn or Falhtl' Parlom, tht olle 10 Lamotth, the olher to Tib. / Ihould la] the Broad Stale. 
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1588. 
absolute tyranny r which shee usurreth and continually 'If?ltz/afi:iN 

exerciseth, to the great contempt 0 God, oppression cof Jdwtr(1."u 

the miserable' People, the Josse of Soules, and destruction ~~:n;;":kQuld 
of Countries. WI j,nrJt had 

\Vherefore seeing those offences are of that nature and by flu Sponhll 

moment, that some make her uncapable of the kingdome, W~ipi (JIIII 

others make her unworthy of life, his H olinesse by the .~;IJ~?" 
power of Almightie God, and of Apostolicall authoritie i"":'/hill 
committed to him, doth renew the sentence of his prede- miurt1Dle, had 
cessers, P ius the Fifth, and Gregory' the Thirteenth, rufohu itlfO 

whereby the said Elizabeth is excommunicated and (lit It"nds if 
JUt" 

deprived of her Kin~dome. And now by these present PhYlicitms. 
L etters, the same Elizabeth againe excommunicateth and 'Tltl hu/illtsst 

depriveth of all Royall Dignitie, Titles, Rights and if IlIrll POl'tS 
pretences to the said Kingdomes of England and Ireland; turst II".. alld 

declaring her illegitimate, and a true Usurper of the ~'Z/:::: 411d 

Kingdomes; and absolving the Subjects of that Land, Tri~;Ilt blm 
and all others from all dutie U of Dominion, Fidelitie and hr. 
Obedience, and from the Oath x given to her or to any ·putil ,lttd 
of her substitutes. j.J/th 4rl1lDW_ 

F h 1 d· d . f h frigld<1l1d 
'urt er, expres y c.om~an Ing un er paine 0 t e ,tf d'llitd.' 

anger~' of God AJmlghtle, that none of whatsoev.:r II lIul thiI 

condition or degree, after hee shall have notice hereof; "dolillg? . 
doe presume to yeeld her any obedience, favour, or a)'de '/Jllt GMwtll 

1161 hold III'" 
whatsoever: but that all may imploy all their power and guililmt 11I4t 

indevour, that due punishment may be taken of her; tdtfh "iJ 
that shee at length, which hath separaled her selfe by many 'Mlt/filll'flit/i. 
wayes from God and his Church, seeing her selfe forsaken) rtf Illil is 

and destitute of all worldly cefuge, may be brought to flu fi,m (''':; 
r. . 1/11/11 "U,,' t!I 

acknowledge her fault , and to subject her sclfe to the I'rtllI/ill; SU 

judgement of the most High, WIth all submission. (Olltr<1'1' I/U 

And therefore commands 311 and every the Inhabitants GOdf /;IlJJi"~ 
pf the s:lid Kingdomes, and all others, that with all their <1,,4 til, POtts 

h h' (ursillg, power t e)' execute t e premisses, withdrawing all helpe Eph. 6. z. 
publike :l.nd private from the said person and her 
adherents; and that as soone as they shall be hereof 
certified, they joyne themselves to the Catholike Armie, 
led by the Illustrious and victorious Prince Alexander 

'" 
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• A fob, Prc- Farnesius, Duke of Parma, and Deputie of the Catholike 
plutl for King; with all the forces they can gather, that they may 
fltirh,r did I , assist the said deprivation and punishment 0 the parties Engumd Ifltr 
pwptr mDrt, aforesaid, and the restitution of the holy Catholike 
or jiaTt lilt Religion, declaring that all which shall show themselves 
Pope or disobedient' to this Mandate, shall not escape deserved 
Sj)(mia/"d 1m', . h 
or so murh Jove rums ments. 
or hMolir He,. Be it knowne further to all men, that it is not the 
or allY of 11(1' purpose of his Holinesse, the Catholike King, or the said 
/mgff/ilm, til Dukes Highnesse in this Expedition, to oppresse the said 
H,,. Majmy Kingdomes, or thereof to make conquest, or to alter the 
4ft'/" IlIis; 
111111 a !JIm;" Lawes, Priviledges or Customes thereof, or to deprive 
lIarrJUf God any man there, of his libertie or life (except the rebellious 
ra~sed 0111 of and contumacious) or to bring any change a, besides that 
11111 Cllnm which shall be judp"ed fit by common voyces of his Holi-
fllrsedJted. hChlokM' dhS Ih aTile Duke of n~sse, teat 0 I e aJ~sty an t e . ta.tes 0 t at 
Medinll Klngdome, to the restoring and continUing of the 
Gilitrall of Catholike Religion, and the punishment of that Usurper 
Illis Flter f<lllJ and her adherents: Certifying and securing all, that all 
of allotller controversies which may h'ppon by the deprivation of 
mind, roM 
hling lold of that Woman (whether they shall arise about private mens 
CalMliltl in afl"aires, or about the Royall Succession, or betwixt the 
Englan" ClerfY and Laity, or whatsoever other discords) they shall 
Which :"0111" bid d d d 'd d d' h L e a compoun e an eCI e accor Ing to t e awes, 
~M- J ' dCh" '" , f,5f.tl1l1Wtrrd. ustlce, an nstlan equltle, w!thout any injury or 
That lit mulf damage. Neither shall it onely bee provided conveniently 
make fIlay that the Catholikes which have futfered so many cvills 
hllf(JloerJe/" fir be not spoyled, but favour is also granted to all others, 
hi, Ma;le/". 
And film not which being penitent shall submi t themselves unto the 
[IV. :t:. Chide Commander of the Army. And whereas by due 

1897.] information made, wee are given to understand that there 
COllntE&m~"d are many innocents, which through ignorance of Cliristian 
~:";;o::~ Faith having falne, have hitherto erred one1y of ignorance, 
olllul, Papiltl, wllirll D'AIr-a IXICllftd? Thll"t were 700. E"gliJh Fllgilir'll in Par""u 
Arm] fir Ihil in,,,"iM, Qui om"illm duphalillime habili, Ih' haMage 0/ 'he Armill tllimalt; 
nor "'tll UIPltf gi!Jm 10 Slanly and IPtslmeda"d, 1'r4ilo,", 0/ nole, Sed prD impitlale in 
Piltriam omni Ilditu prohihiti & tallq"tlm pmima ll"lpidll menfo non sint dlftJflltione rtjuli, 
Illith Cllmdm. Tllry WlU ext/udli till Co"nfr/Is of IParrl; fir men lilt 10 l!We Ihe 
1'rtasOll (1IId lsillt Ih~ Traylor. ,6, 
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being neverthelesse reckoned amongst Heretikes: wee 
purpose not at all to punish such persons, but to indure 
patiently, till by conference of learned men, and good 
sound counsells, they may be better instructed tauebing 
the truth; and not shew themselves obstinate, but desirous 
to prevent the effusion of Christian blaud, and destruction 
of Countries which may be expected by the resistance of 
some wicked principall adversaries. 

~.o . 

1588. 

Therefore by these Presen ts wee declare, that it is not Mallh. 26. 
anely lawful! for all, as well publike as private persons, 5+. 

h h" h h d k h" E d" J"dlu Imlriol besides t ose W Ie ave un erta en t 15 xpe ltlOn, to 
U'(lIt 10 the 

lay hand on the said Usurper, and other her adherents, thirft Prirsf/: 
to take them :lod deliver them to the Catholike side; "m 111/ (hiift 
but also this deed shall bee esteemed of us for a faithfu11 Prim 
and singular service, and shall be recompenced with very l;~etl~nlJ ',h:, 

d d" h I"" f h .rolfor, ..... great rewar 5, accor mg to t e qua ltle 0 r e persons (otltnonufir 
taken or betrayed. All others also which heretofore have more then 30. 
g iven ayde, or shall hereafter assist to the punishment of pj/m, h(jo~( 
the evill, and the restitution of Catholike Religion in ht hI lollirluJ 

foj/" whol will those Kingdomes, shall receive their reward and recom- you gitlt ml? 
pence, increased by us in Dignities and H onours, as their tht itw;J" 
good and faithfu11 service to the Common-wealth shall 
desire. Wherein as much as may be, care shall be had 

PritltJ were 
dill, compand 
10 thtu that reckoning and respect be holdern of the antient and 
Romith. 

honourable H ouses and Stockes of the said Kingdomes. 
Lastly, free accesse and safe conduct by these Presents 
is granted to all men, which will jayne themselves to the 
Catholike Armie, and will bring thereto provision, furni-
ture of warre, and other necessaries; full and liberall 
satisfaction is promised for all thin.gs, which for the service 
and cOl'llmoditie of the said Armle shall be supplied by 
them. And all are admonished and plainly commanded, 
that they doe their utmost indevour and diligence, that 
by their meanes Cause may bee removed of using 
force in punishing those whi..::h shall neglect this 
Precept. 

Furthermore the" H oly Father, in his fa therly love "/-/o-Iy Fa.' 
and singular affection to this Expedition, out of the thlld 
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'1' 111<: S I'.-\\t IS I1 AIl\1 \11 \ 

1.lOni. <lon. nUl let U!Io no~ (1"lme I' t~kC" "le\l. I thlt 
1 leel, 2nd the Frer:l;tallOI1~ mll-dc (Qr il 

The 1\..lIlg 0 ~I'~ule 'U,\'lnll "lIh Hn:lll (rult. ~ho\C" 
l\\Cl1t)" \(~crc\ \oJ:cthcr .... 2.':cd warTC ~~.1I"'1 Ihe '-hthn 
bnd.s. ;1rtCr delihi:r2.tlOn W11 h hh Crtuno,.cl1oun Ihct'l:2.1..c \.11. 
thouaht II mO~1 ron\"C'Mlconl III uuult them (nee 1-10,'"211"10 

h~' ~ ';1, which hw hln ;1I!Cmr1c-d undr;.· lIme ht"Tel 1~1k, 
but not wilh (orces u.ffiqent l'l1Io thc whICh c);pcdll Oft 

It Mood him "(ow In hand to jCllnC I21"C2.\ rUt w.n("(', .. , 
h:l\llllp" the Engh~h (lOOrlc hi~ !'ro{r- ((I CI1t'mIC ; "hoI< 
land I~ so ~llu:uc. that II ma, t'ither ftc-all, hclre r 
binder.all uc.h 20 Rile: inl.J thOM: r.art lr r "hl(h ("AU>.C 

he thought good first o( :aU to in\1Oc l. n!;bnd, bclnr 
rers'l\lded by his ~rCl3J''' E~\'edo • .and lw d,vcrs t!lnt'r 
well e).perienccd Srani2r"d~ 2nd OUlchmen, .and 1\· m2n) 
English fug-im·e:s, thaI Ih(' ("onque'l of Ihlt lIand 'u 
Ie;s~ difficuh, then Ihe conqueq cof Ilolbnd 2nd Zc.l1.alld 
Morec:"·cr {he !:lp:llllards wefe of 01'Jnlon, ,hllt il "l'Iuld 
be f~ mort behoo\'crull (or thClf Km~ 10 conquer 
England and the Low eountnc~ :til 2t once:, th("11 \" loec 
constl.lined continually to m:aint"3.ine 2 \\ uhkt N,,\ IC fll 

de.feml. hh East and We~l Indie: l·ket~. frc.m the I "~ll h 
Drak~. :Iud from Souch like \'"3.li:Ul1 (/leml(,' 

And for the ~me Imrpo:.e thc King C:l1hohk.c-. h2d 
given comm:tndement ong: before III Illlll· &. !,palne. 1":1( 

'rea! quantitie of timber !>"auld be fdlct for the bUildin~ 
o Ships; 2nd h:ad beside!> made grCl.t prcp.a.ntion o( 
things and furniture requisite fQr such :111 e:xpe.dllion, u 
namely in sounding of brasen Ordnance. III storinl? lip 
of corn 3nd victuals, in tuining of men 11.1 \I~e wulikc 
weapo"s, in levying and mustering of Souldicn: In 
m~th that about ~he ~eginni.ng of thc reer. 1 $88. he hlld 
fimshed such a mlghtle Navlc, & brought II Into Li5bon 
Haven, :IS never the like h:td before th:'I1 lime sailed upon 
Ihe Ocean Sea. 

A very large and particular description of Ihis Nnvu: 
was PUt in print and published U)' the Spllnillrds. the 
translated copy whereof, in perpetu:tm rei mcmori:1m, 10 
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incite English thankfulnesse, I have here inserted, but 
abridged. 

Squadron of the Galeons of Portugal!. 

T He Galeon S. Martin, Captain Generall of the Armie, 
of 1000. tuns, carrieth 177. Mariners, 300. Souldiers, 

chosen men, 50. Peeces of Canon, Bullets, Powder, Lead, 
Cord, and all that which is need full. 

The Galeon S. John, Admirall Generall, of 1050. tuns, 
carrieth 170. Mariners, 231. Souldiers, 50. Peeces of 
~anons, and Bullets, Powder, Lead, Cords, and that which 
IS necessary. 

The Galeon of S. Marke is of 792. tuns, and carrieth 
292. Souldiers, 117. Mariners, and Powder, Bullets, Lead, 
Match, as much as is needfull. 

The Galeon S. Philip, of 800. tuns, hath 415. Souldiers, 
117· Mariners, 40. Peeces of Artillery, and Bullets, 
Powder, Lead, Match, and all that is needfull. 

The Galeon S. Lewes 830. tuns, hath 376. men of 
Warre, and 116. Mariners, 40. Peeces of Ordnance, and 
Bullets, Match, Powder, and other things as much as is 
needful!. 

The Galeon of S. Mathew 750. tuns, 177. men of 
'Varre, 50. Mariners, 40. great Peeces, and Powder, 
Bullets, Lead, Match, and all other things as much as is 
need full. 

The Galeon S. James 520. tunnes, 300. Souldiers, 100. 
Mariners, JO. great Peeces, and Bullets, Powder, Lead, 
Match, and all that which is needfull. 

The Galeon of Florence, of 961. tuns, JOo. Souldiers, 
) 00. Mariners, 52. Peeces of Ordnance, and Bullets, Bowder, 
Lead, Match, and all the rest as much as is needfull. 

The Galeon S. Christopher, 352. tuns, 300. men of 
Warre, 90. Mariners, 30. great Peeces, Bullets, Lead, 
Powder, Match, and all that which they need. 

The Galeon S. Bernard, 352. tuns, hath 280. Souldiers, 
100. Mariners, JO. Canons, and Bullets, Powder, Lead, 
Match, and other necessary things as much as they need. 

,68 
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1 hc l. .. hr:t t\ ufU~u., ('I( 16'> lun., c.arllclh 5S ~uld ... r', 
q. \hnncn.. 13. gt'CII rene!., OUIlCI\o" l'CI"Ja, I..("".&d, 
\latch, lnJ ether nc~e'ljur)1 thUlI{' u much J' lhc)' 
J')ecJ. 

The Zahr:t JI,IIIlI, o( 166. IU''', b(). ~\,Ildu:l' $0 
Manners, "'lIh Ordnance, nUIIC11.., Po\O;dcr, lind '·'l(t 

n«e~~lI.rIl:' 

Then: I' In thi" Squadron, 1:1.. \'c\kl, 10 (lh,m 

G201ec>m.. and 1'11.'0 7.l1hrt'", whIch arc- of "-J" Il,lns, b. 
there are 1mb.ll.d~c.d In thcm l.Do. ~uldll;n llJIClmcn, 
& 1 z30. m:l.nner~, which .lI.f't" In lum ,.fa:',. n'cn, b: the\ 
CUT) 350. grt.lll Pecce • .lind .lIl1 thai "'hlch " fICCCI\ln 

to the n:'I. J.~ bullet. powder. mala, Iud, 

T He: ~hlr s. An~lI, the C"rulne l~ ("(o~ tUnI, 

3.nd h:llh .1lJ. men o( \\'21", 1104 ,\hr;flcr~. 0. 

C:lnon~. nullet~, Powder, l,.ead, ,\htch • .lind :aJJ tMt "'hlth 
is nced(ull. The GlIJ1@·rin.J\dminll (, fbo lun ~:.mcth 
300. ~uldlen.. JOO. !\tn-ioers., 36. ~t 1-'('0:(: (o J tJflo-lh, 

BuJlet~, Po"der. Much, l.e:W. snJ llltblt "tlleh I flcc-d. 
full. The Vessell of S . .I1m~~1 660. tuns, h:uh "!SO 
Souldiers, I 0::. M:1r;ner~, 30. grnl Pcc.(cs. HuUct, 
Powder, Le:td, M:.tch, :lnd other flI:cc~lt")' rl"C\"I~i{Jns.. 
The Conception of Zubel7.u. +68. tuns, h;lIh 100. men 
of \\'nf, :and 70. M :triners, ::0. great ('3.nol1 .. , and Bullets, 
Powder, Lead , M:ttch, 2nd :all Other ncce~"U\, Ihinr 
The ConceptIon de JU2nes del C2\'O, 418 . tUlh, h:alh 16 .. 
men of ,,'ure, iO. Manners, :24· {Z're:at Peeco, :and nullel~. 
Powder, Le:td, M3.tch. lnd :til IhM which Ih~\ !lec.1 
The MagdaJene of John FrauTlc;!t of Apl:a, 330. tun~. 
curieth :200. Souldiers. 70. I\briners, :2l. gre:1I Pt'c('e~, 
::lnd Bullets, Powder, Lead, I\latch, 2nd thlll which is 
f1eCeS~;lr)' to the res!. The Ship S. John, 150. lun~. h:ath 
130. men of \Varre, 3.nd 80. Mlriners, :lIld 2.; gmt 
Peeces, Bullets, P owder, Lead, M:IICh, :lIId :loU th3.1 whIch 
they nee:d for the: rest. The M(l.ry of 165. luns, cn rritlh 
180. Souldiers, :tnd 100. M3.riners, '2.;. gre:lI r.leecc:o. 
Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match , and 01 her necessary th ings. 
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The Manuela of po. tuns, hath J 30. Souldiers, 54. 
Mariners, 16. great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match 
and the rest of their fraught. The Ship of S. Mary of 
Monte-major, of 707. tuns, 220. Souldiers, 50. Mariners, 
30. great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Lead, and Match, and 
other provisions. The Pinnace, called the Marie of 
Aguiare, of 70. tuns, hath 30. men of War, 23. Mariners, 
10. Peeces of Canon, Powder, Bullets, Lead, Match, 

and other necessary things. The Pinnace, called Isabella, 
of tuns, hath 30. Souldiers, 23. Mariners, 12. Canons, 
Bullets, and other necessary things. The Pinnace of 
Michel Suso, of 96. tuns, 30. Souldiers, 24. Mariners, 
12. great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match, and all 
other necessary things. The Pinnace of S. Steven, of 
78. tuns, hath 30. men ofWarre, 26. Mariners, 12. Peeces 
of Canon, Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match, and all other 
necessary things of provision. 

There is in this Squadron, r 4. Ships, ten of them great, 
and foure Pinnaces, which arc of 6567. tuns of burden, 
in which Ships bee imbarked 2037. Souldiers, 868. 
Mariners, which make in all 2802. and 260. great Peeces 
of Canon, 119000. Bullets, 467. Oitintals of Powder, 
140 of Lead, 89. of Match. 

Tlu Armie if 
Ihe Gallytl if THe Galeon S. Christopher, Captaine of 70. tuns, 
Callillt,off/I( hath 205. men of Warre, and 120. Mariners, and 
~h;rh ;;, 40. great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match, and all 
,:;:;: f,4rtf that which is necessary to the rest. The Galeon S. John 
tit Y41t1u. Baptist, of 750. tuns hath 250. Souldiers, 140. Mariners, 
[lV. l[. 30. great Feeces, & Bullets, Powder, lead, Match, & other 

[899·] necessary things. The Galeon S. Peter, of 530. tuns, 
130. men of Warre, 14.0. Mariners, and 40. great :Peeces, 
Bullets, Powder, Match, Lead, and all the rest needfuJl. 
The Galeon S. John, of 530. tUllS, 170. Souldiers, 120. 
Mariners, and 30. great Peeces, Powder, Bullets, Lead, 
Match, and all the rest. The Galeon S. James the great, 
of 530. tuns, 230. Souldiers, 132. Mariners, 30. great 
Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match, and all the rest. 
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The Galeon S. Philip, and S. James, of 530. tuns, 159. 
Souldiers, and J 16. Mariners, JO. great Peeces, Bullets, 
Powder, Match, Lead, and all that is necessary. The 
Galeon of the Ascension, of 530. tuns, 220. Souldiers, 
114. Mariners, and ]0. great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, 
Match, Lead, and all other necessary things. The Galeon 
of our Lady del Barrio, of 1]0. tuns, 170. Souldiers, 108. 
Mariners, and 30. Canons, Bullets, Powder, Lead, and 
all other necessary furniture. The Galeon of S. Medel 
and Celedan, of 530. tuns, 170. Souldiers, 110. Mariners, 
30. great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Match, Lead, and all 
the rest. Galeon S. Anne of the Port, of 250. tuns, 100. 

men of \Varrc, and 80. Mariners, 24. great P eeces, Bullets, 
Powder, Match, Lead, and all the rest. The Ship of our 
Lord of Vigonia, 750. tuns, 190. men of '~Jarre , and 
130. Mariners, 30. great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Match, 
Lead, and all the rest. The Vessell of the Trinitee, of 
780. tUIlS, '200. Souldiers, 1'22. Mariners, 30. great Peeces, 
Bullets, Powder, Match, Lead, and all the rest. The Ship 
of S. Katherine, of 86'2. tuns, '200. men of Warr, 160. 
Mariners, 30. great Peeces, and Powder, Bullets, Match, 
Lead, and all the rest. The Ship of S. John Baptist, of 
652. tuns, '200. Souldiers, 30. Mariners, 30. Canons, 
Bullets, Powder, Match, Lead, and all the rest. T he 
Pinnace of our Lord Rosary, 30. Souldiers, 25. Mariners, 
'24. great Peeces, Powder, Bullets, Lead, Match, and the 
rest of their provision. 

There are ill this Squadron, fourteene Galeons and 
Ships, and two Pinnaces, which beare 8714. tuns. In 
these Vessells there are imbarked 2458. Souldiers, 17 ' 9. 
Mariners, which are in all, +'77. and 348. great Peeces, 
Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match, and all that which they 
need. . 

T H e Captaine Ship of 1550. tuns, carrieth 304. men 
of War, 118. Mariners, 50. Canons, Powder, Bullets, 

and the rest of their prov ision. The Ship S. Francis, 
the Admiral! of 915. tuns, 230. Souldiers, 60. Mariners, 
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3?. Canons, Powder, Bullets, and the rest of their pro­
VISion. The Galeon S. John Bapt ist, of 810. tuns, 250. 
Souldiers, and 40. Mariners, 40. great Peeces, Powder~ 
Bullets, Match, Lead, and the rest. The Ship S. John 
Gargaran, of 569. tuns, 170. men of War, 60. Mariners, 
20. great Peeces, P owder, Bullets, Match, Lead, and the 
rest. The Conception of 862. tuns, 200. men of War, 
65. Mariners, 25 . great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Match~ 
Lead, and all the rest. T he Hulke D uquesa S. Anne 
of 900. tuns, 250. men of War, and 80. Mariners, 30. 
great Peeces, Powder, Bullets, Match, Lead, and all the 
rest. T he Trinitie, 650. tuns, 200. men of Warre, 80. 
Mariners, 20. Canons, Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match, and 
the rest. T he Ship S. Mary de Juncar, of 730. tuns, 240. 
men of War, 80. Mariners, 30. great Peeces, Bullets, 
Powder, Lead, Match, and all the rest. The Pinnace of 
the H oly Ghost, 40. men of War, 33 . Mariners, 10. 
Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match and Cord, and all 
that which they need. 

There are in this Squadron I I. Ships, 10. great, and 
a Pinnace, of the burden of 8762. tuns, in which are 
imbarked 2400. Souldiers, 800. Mariners, and 260. great 
Peeces. 

Tilt Annie of THe Ship of S. Anne, the Captaine, of 1200. tuns 
Ship! come of burden, hath 300. men of Warre, 60. Mariners, 
flolll .,ht 50. great Peeces, Bullets, Powder, Lead, and all the rest. 

GP~orm/(r if.r T he Ship of our Lord of the Rose, Admirall of 945. 
'POUZ(f, OJ Sid' 6 M ' d P which js tuns, 230. ou lers, 4. anners, an 30. great eeces, 

Gilltrall Bullets, Powder, Lead, Match, and all the rest. T he 
Michtll dt Ship S. Savior, of 958. tuns, 330. Souldiers, 50. 
Oqutlldo. Mariners, JO. Canons, Bullets, Powder, Lead, Matth, and 

the rest : The Ship of S. Steven, of 936. tuns, 200. men 
of Warre, 70. Mariners, 30. great Peeces, Bullets, P owder, 
Lead, Match, and all the rest. The Ship of S. Marthe 
of 548. tuns, 180. men of Warre, 70. Mariners, 25. great 
Peeces, bullets, powder, and the rest . T he ship S. Barbe 
of 5'1.5. tuns, 160. Souldiers, 50. Mariners, 15. Canons •. 
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bullcts, powder, lead, match, and all the rest. The ship 
of S. Bonaventure, of 369- tUIlS, 170. Souldiers f 60. 
Manners, 15. great Peeces, bullets, powder, lead, and 
the rest. The Mary of ~91. tuns, 120. Souldiers, 40. 
Manners, 15. great Peeces, bullets, powder, lead, and 
the rest. The S. Croix 680. tuns, 150. Souldiers, 40. 
Marlllers, ZOo great Peeces, bulJcts, powder, match, lead, 
::md the rest. The Hulke Doucella, 500. lUll S, 160. men 
of \\'ar, 40. Mariners, IS. great Peeces, powder, bullets, 
match, lead and all the rest. The Patax of the Annuncia­
tion of 60. tuns, 30. men of \~rar, 16. Mariners, 12. great 
Peetes, bullets, powder, match, lead, and all the rest. 
The P:ltax S. Bernabe, is the same burden as the afore­
named. The Patax of our Lady of Guadaloupe is of 
the same burden also. The Pinnace of Magdelene, is 
also the same burden. 

There are in this Squadron, 14. Ships, ten great Ships, 
twO Pataches, and two Pinnaces, of 6991. tuns of burden. 
In which Vessels, there are imbarked 2°92. men of \\-arre, 
and 670' Mariners, all commeth 2708. 

T H e Regasona, the Captaine, which is of 1294. tuns, 
hath 350. Souldiers, 90. Mariners, 35. great Peeces, 

powder, bullets, lead, match, and all the rest: The L ama, 
the Admirall, of 728. lUns, 210. Souldiers, 80. Mariners, 
30. great P eeces, powder, bullets, lead, match, and all 
the rest. The Rata S. Mary crowned of 820. tuns, 340. 
men of Warre, 90. Mariners, 40. great Peeces, powder, 
bullets, match, lead, and the rest. The S. John of Cicile, 
of 880. tuns, 290. men of Wa.rre, 70. Mariners, 30. 
Canons, and all the rest. The Trinitie Valencera, of a 
1000. runs, 240. Souldiers, 90. Mariners, 41. g reat Peeces, 
.and all· the rest of their furnitures. The Annuntiation 
of 730. tuns, 200. Souldiers, 90. Mariners, 30. great 
Peeces, and all the rest. The S. Nicholas Prodaveli of 
834· tunnes, 280. Souldiers, 84. Mariners, 30. great 
Peeces, and all the rest. The Juliane of 780. tuns, 330. 
Souldiers, 80. Mariners, 36. great Peeces, and the rest. 
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The Mary P ison of 666. tuns, 'l. 50. Souldiers, 80. 
Mariners, 22. great P eeces, and the rest of their need. 
T he T ri ni tie E scala of 900. tunnes, 302. Souldiers, 25 . 
great Peeces, and all the rest of thei r furniture. 

In which Squadron there are ten Ships which are of 
7705. tuns of burthen, and there are imbarked in them 
2880. Souldiers, 807. Mariners, 310. great P eeces, with 
the rest of that they have. 

Tilt AI",,!ie if T H e great Grison, the Captaine, of 650' tuns, 250. 
Hu(lm. 1I/ flu Souldiers, 60. Mariners, 40. ;treat P eeces, and the 
fvlmll IS CfP· Th S S · h Ad· f 6 Jolin Lopez if rest. e. aVlOr t e mira a 50. tuns, 230. 
Mdilld. Souldiers, 60 . Mariners, 30. great P eeces and the rest of 

their provision. The Sea Dog, of 200. tuns, 80. Souldiers, 
30. Mariners, 10. great Peeces, and the rest. The White 
Faulcon the great, of 500. tuns, J60. men of Warre, 40. 
Mariners, 18 . great Peeces, and all the rest. The Blacke 
Castle of 750. tuns, 250· Souldiers, 50. Mariners, 25· 
great Peeces, and all the rest. The Barke of Amburg, 
of 600. tuns, 250 . men of War, 50. Mariners, 25. Canons, 
and the rest. T he H ouse of peace the great, of the same 
burthen. T he S. Peter the great of the same burt hen 
also. The Sampson, and P eter the small, doe beare the 
same. The Barke of Auzique, of 450. tuns, 2 I 0. 
Souldiers, 50. Mariners, 26. great Peeces, and the rest 
of their provision. T he Falcon, the meane vVhite, of 
300. tuns, 80. men of War, 30. Mariners, 18. great 
Peeces, and all the rest. The S. Andrew of 400. tuns, 
16o. Souldiers, 40. M ariners, 15. great P eeces, and the 
rest of their provision. T he Li ttle house of peace, of 
3 50. tuns, 160. Souldiers, 40. Mariners, IS. great Peeces, 
and the rest of their provision. The Flying Raven of 
400. tuns, 210. Souldiers, 40. Mariners, 18. great ·Peeces, 

PaftuhtJ and and the rest of their fu rniture. 
ZabrtJ • 
• "lIt l"e;n DOlI 
Anfony of 
Mmdoza 
(ommandtfh. 

T H e Whi te D ove, of 250. tuns, 60. Souldiers, 30. 
Mariners, 12. great P eeces, and the rest. T he 

Adventure, S. Barbe fraughted of the same. T he S. 
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James 600. tuns, 60. Souldiers, 40. Mariners, 19- great 
Peeces, and all the rest. S. Gabriel of the P ort, of 
280. tuns, 50. SouJdiers, 25· Mariners, 9· great Peeces, 
and the rest of their furniture. The Esay is fraughted of 
the same. 

There are in thi s Squadron 23. Hulkes, which are of 
10271. tuns, in the which arc imbarked 322 1. men of 
Warre, 708. Mariners, 41 0. great peeces, and their 
necessary provision. 

The Captaine of our Lord of P ilicr of Zaragosse of 
JOO. tunnes, 1 20. Souldiers, SO. Mariners, 12. great 
Peeces, and thclr furniture. The English Charity, of 
180. tuns, 80. Souldiers, 36. Mariners, 12. great Peeces, 
and the rest. The Scottish S. Andrew of I SO. tuns, 5'. 
Souldiers, 30. Mariners, 12. great Peeces, and their 
furniture. The Patache of the Crucifix, 150. tuns, 50. 
Souldiers, 30. Mariners, 8. great Peeces, and their furnI­
ture. Our Lord of the Haven fraught alike. The 
Conception of Carassa, and our Lord of Begova, and the 
Conception de Capitillo, and S. Hioros. being of the 
burthen of 60. or 70. tuns, 50. Souldiers, 30. Mariners, 
8. great ])eeces, a Peece, and their furniture. Our Lady 
of grace, the Conception of Frlunc)'s Lastero, our Lady 
of Guadalupe, S. Fraunc}':>, the .Boly Spirit, our Lady 
of Frenesda, all fraughted :llike. The Zahra of the 
Trinitie, the Zabn. of our Lady Castre, S. Andrew, the 
Conception of Zomartiba, S. Clere, S. John of Carassa, 
and the Assumption, all fn.ughted alike. 

There are In thi s Squadron 22, Pataches and Zabres, 
which :ire of the burt hen of 1 13 I. tuns, in the which there 
are Imbarked 479, Souldiers, 574. Mariner:;, and there IS 

193. great Peeces, and all their furniture. 

T H e Galeace the Captaine called S. Lawrence, hath 
270. Souldlers, 130. Mariners, 300. Slaves, 50. 

Peeces of Canon. and their furniture. The GaJeace 
Patrone, 180. Souldiers, I 12. Mariners, 300. Slaves, 50. 
great Peeces, and their furniture. The Galeace Girone, . " 
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170. Souldiers, no. Mariners, 300 . Slaves, 50. great 
Peeces. The Galeace Neapolitaine 124. Souldiers, I I 5-
Mariners, 300. Slaves, 50. great Peeces, and the rest of 
their necessary fraught . 

T here are in these foure Galeaces 873. Souldiers, 468. 
Mariners, 200. great Peeces, 1200. Slaves, and the rest 
of their furniture. 

The GaIly Captaine, 110. Souldiers, 106. Mariners, 
306. Slaves, and fjftie great Peeces, and other necessaries_ 
The Gaily Princesse, the Gaily Diana, the Gaily Vacav:l, 
are the like. 

In the above named Galeaces, there are 1200. Slaves, 
and in the foure gallies, 888. which is in a112088. More­
over, they carry powder for their need, if it be offered 
to doe battery, 600. ~intals. 

So that there are in the said Army 130. Ships of 57868. 
tuns, 19295. Souldiers, and 8450. Mariners, 2088 .. 
Slaves, and 2630. great Peeces of Brasse of all sorts, 
among which there are Colevrines, and demy Colevrines, 
and Canons to the Stone, and other necessaries for their 
fraught. 

In the Booke follow the names of the Adventurers, 
also of such as in the Army were entertained for pay; 
such also as were imbarked for the service of the Canon, 
for the H ospitall, the Regiments, and Companies in pay, 
the Officers, &c. which for brevi tie I omit. 

T he Galeons were sixtie foure in number, being of an 
huge bignesse, and verie stately built, being of marveilous 
force also, and so high, that they resembled great Castles, 
most fit to defend themselves and to withstand any assault, 
but in giving any other Ships the encounter farre inferiour' 
unto the English and Dutch Ships, which can with great 
dexteritie weild & turne themselves at all assaies. The 
upper worke of the said Galeons was of thicknesse and 
strength sufficient to beare off Musket-shot. The lower 
worke and the timbers thereof were out of measure strong, 
being framed for plankes and ribs foure or five foot in 
thicknesse, insomuch that no bullets could pierce them,. 
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but such as were discharged hard at hand : wh ich afterward 
proved true, for a great number of bullets were found 
to sticke fast with in the massie substance of those thi cke 
plankes. Great and well pitched Cables were twined 
about the masts of their Ships, to strengthen them against 
the battery of shot. 

The G:dliasses were of such hignesse, that they con­
tained within them Chambers, Chappels, Turrets, Pulpits, 
and other commodities of great houses. The GaJliasses 
were rowed with great Oares, there being in each of them 
300. slaves for the same purpose, and were able to doe 
great service with the force of their Ordnance. All these 
together with the residue aforcnamed were furnished and 
beautified with Trumpets, Streamers, Banners, warlike 
Ensignes, and other such like ornaments. 

A dmriplicn 
o/Ih, 
Gallhllm. 

Their Pieces of Brasen Ordnance were 1600. and of TIl, ,,.,al 
Iron 1000. The Bullets thereto belonging were 120. O,.dnantt, 
thousand. Item of Gunpowder 5600. quintals. Of blill~/, GII;­
Match l:loo. quintals. Of Muskets and Kaleivers 7000. :;;/r, all 
Of H alberts and Partisans 10000. Moreover, they had f"nllf"rr. 
great store of Canons, double Canons, Culverings and 
field-pieces for land service. 

Tltri,. trwi. 
,in 0/ (,julia!, 
I.!! oth,,. thi"gs 

Likewise they were provided of all instruments 
necessary on Land to conveigh and transport their 
furniture from pi:Lce to place; as namely of Carts, 
Wheeles, Wagons, &c. Also they had Spades, Mattocks "tullary. 
and Baskets to set pioners on worke. They had in like 
sort g reat store of Mules ::lIld H orses, and whatsoever else 
was requisi te for a Land-armie. They were so well stored 
of Biscuit, that for the space of halfe a yeere, ther might 
allow each person in the whole Fleete halfe a quintall every 
moneth: whereof the whole summe amounteth unto an 
hundrt:th thousand quintals. 

Likewise of Wine the), had 147. thousand Pipes, 
sufficient also for halfe a ),eeres expedition. Of Bacon 
6500. quintals. Of Cheese three thousand quintals. 
Besides Fish, Rice, Beanes, Pease, Oyle, Vinegar, &c. 

Moreover, they had I zooo. P ipes of fresh water, and 
m 
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all other necessarie provision; as namely CandJes .. 
Lanternes, Lampes, Sailes, Hempe, Oxe-hides and Lead 
to stop holes that should be made with the batterie of 
Gunshot. To be short, they brought all things expedient 
either for a Fleete by Sea, or for an Armie by land. 

This Navie (as Diego Pimentelli afterward confessed) 
was esteemed by the King himselfe to containe 32000. 
persons, and to cost him every day 30. thousand Ducates. 

There were in the said Navie five Terzaes of Spaniards: 
(which Terzaes the Frenchmen call Regiments) under the. 
command of five Governours, tearmed by the Spaniards 
Masters of the field, and amongst the rest there were 
many old and expert Souldiers chosen out of the Garrisons 
of Sicilie, Naples, and Ter~era . Their Captaines or 
Colonels were Diego Pimentelli, Don Francisco de Toledo, 
Don Alonzo de Lu~on, Don Nicolas de Isla, Don 
Augustin de Mexia: who had each of them two and 
thirty Companies under their conduct. Besides the which 
Companies there were many bands also of Castilians and 
Portugais, everyone of which had their peculiar 
Governours, Captaines, Officers, Colours and weapons. 

It was not lawfull for any man, under grievous penaltie, 
to carry any woman or harlots in the Fleete: for which 
cause the women hired certaine Ships, wherein they sailed 
after the Navie : some of the which being driven by 
tempest arrived upon the coast of France. 

The Generall of this mightie Navie, was Don Alonso 
Perez de Guzman Duke of Medina Sidonia, Lord of S. 
Luear, and Knight of the golden Fleece: by reason that the 
Marquesse of Santa Cruz appointed for the same dignity, 
deceased before the time. 

John Martines de Ricalde was Admirall of the Fleete. 
Francis Bovadilla was chiefe Marshall: who all of them 

had their officers fit and requisite for the guiding and 
managing of such a multitude. Likewise Martin Alorcon 
was appointed Vicar generall of the Inquisition, being 
accompanied with more then a hundreth Monkes, to wit, 
Jesuites, Capuchines, and Friers Mendicant. Besides 
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whom also there were Phisitians, Chirurgians, Apothe­
caries, and whatsoever else pertained unto the Hospitall. 

Over and besides the forenamed Governours and 
Officers, being men of chiefe notc, there were I :2-4 .• very 
noble and worthy Gentlemen, which went voluntarily of 
their awnc costs and charges, to the end they might sec 
fashions, learne experience, and attaine unto glory. 
Amongst whom was the Prince of Ascoli, Alonz.o de 
Leiva, the Marquesse de Pennafiel, the Marquesse de 
Ganes, the Marquesse de Barlango, COUllt de Paredes, 
Count de Yelvas, and divers other Marqueses and Earles 
of the honorable families of Mendoza, of Toledo, of 
Pachieco, of Cordono, of Guzman, of Manriques, and 
a great number of others. 

1 have by me the Dukes Orders for the whole Navie, 
during this Voyage, made aboord the Gallion Saint 
Martin, May 28. the beginning whereof I have added, 
the whole would be too long. 

Don Alonso Peres de Gll~man, the good Duke of 
Medina Sidonia. CoulHie of Nebla, Marquesse 
of Casheshe in Africa, Lord of the Cirie Saint 
Lucar, Captalne Generall of the Occian Sea, of 
the Coast of Andaluzia, and of this Annie of 
his Majestie, and Knight of the honorable 
Order of the g:oldt:n Fleece. 

I Doe ordaine and command, that the generall Masters 
of the field, all Captalne!> of the Sea, Pilats, Masters, 

Souldiers, Manners, and Officers, and whatsoever other 
reople for the Land or Sea service commeth in this Armie, 
~ll the lime [hat it indureth, shall be thus governed, as 
hereafter followeth, 'Tiz. 

A.D. 

1588. 
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1902 .] 

First, and before all things, it is to be understood by nt Wilt if 
all the above named /Tom the highest to the lowest: that ,lit h"''''fj. 
the prmcipall foundation and cause that hath moved the 
King his Majestie to make and continue this journie, hath 
beene. and IS, to sen'e God, and to returne unto his 
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Church a great many of contrite soules that are oppressed 
by the Heretikes, enemies of our holy Catholike faith, 
which have them subjects to their sects and unhappinesse: 
and for that every one, may put his eyes upon this marke, 
as we are bound, I doe command and much desire every 
one, to give charge unto the inferiors and those under 
their charge to imbarke themselves, being shriven, and 
having received the Sacrament with competent and contri­
tion for theif sinnes; by the which contrition and zeale 
to doe God sucb great service, he will carry and guide 
us to his great glory; which is, that which particularly 
and principally is pretended. 

In like manner, I doe charge and command you, to 
have particular care, that no Soldier, Marriner, or other, 
that serveth in this Armie, doe blaspheme, or rage against 
God, or our Lady, or any of the Saints, upon paine that he 
shall therefore sharply be corrected, and very well 
chastened, as it shall seeme best unto us: and for other 
oathes of lesse qualitie, the Governours in the same Ships 
they goe in, shall procure to remedy all: they shall punish 
them in taking away their allowance of Wine, or otherwise 
as they shall thinke good. And for that the most occasions 
come by play, you shall publikly prohibit it, especiaDy the 
games that are forbidden: and that none doe play in the 
night by no meanes. 

Articles follow to suppresse quarrels, to avoid disgracing 
any man, and all occasions of scandall, forbidding carriage 
of common woinen; with other orders for watchwords, 
attendance on the Admirall, for fire and wilde-fire, and 
lights, armours, shot, powder, match, and other necessary 
instructions, too long to be here particularised: ·that in 
the height of humaine policie, and religious hypocrisie, 
the hand of God in Englands preservation may be made 
evident. 

While the Spaniards were furnishing this their Navie, 
the Duke of Parma, at the direction of King Philip, made 
great preparation in the low Countries, to give aide and 
assistance unto the Spaniards, building Ships for tne same 
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rurpo.*c. and" ndlllg (or Ptlnt' and ~h'r-"'npkl 0)01 C1f 
lui), I n FhnJen he ClIu~c(i ~c:rtalnc- dC't'J'IC d'l:ll1nc:l tQ 

be made. and amnn~ Ihc rt t. thc c.hannell (If "ret. 
commonh a.lled Y~r-kc, c:mplnyJOp ~n1C: thnu .. and of 
workclncn ab'lul Ihl11 r.ervlCc: 10 the end Ih:'11 hr the AId 
Cannell he might tran"port ~hlr fr(lrn :\nt~crr :and 
Ghcndt to Bruges where he: had :l~<.Crnblcd ah(ln:: a 
hundrc:th ~m:all Ship!;, caUed Hoyu. hClng well '''n::d .... ltn 
victuals, whICh lloyes be was determined \0 h;l;'-[' brou[!,hl 
'il10 the Sea by the " ... :ay of Sluyc, or cl!;t. 10 h:l\C' con\ cu!:d 
them by the slid Yper-Ice, bcin~ now of grc:m:r depth. 
1010 any port of Fl:lnde.rs "h2.tsoc:\'c:r. 

In the River of \\':ncn, he cau!'<ed 70. ~hlP' \\ith flat 
bottomes to be built. everyone of which ~hould sc.n'c 10 

carry 30. hor~s, having cach of them Bridges likewi~ 
fOf the 110fses to com~ on boord, Of 10 ene forth on 
land. Of the same fashion he had provided '!oo. other 
\'es$CJs at Neiuport, but not SO great. And:1I Ounkerk 
he procured :!8. Ships of waITe, such as were there tn be 
had, a.nd caused a sufficient number of Mariners to be 
Jevied :It H:lmbUTg-, Ureme, Emden, and :H other places. 
H e pU t III the ballast of the said Ships, great store of 
beames of thicke: plankes, being hollow and beset with 
Iron pikes beneath, but on e~ch side full of claspes and 
hookes, to jayne them tOgether 

H e had likewise at Gr:lveling provided 10. thou~and 
of caske, which in a short space mi~ht be comract and 
joyned log-ether with nailes and cords, and reduced into 
the forme of a Bridge. To be short, whatsoever thin(!s 
were reqUIsite for the making of Bridges, and for the: 
barring. & stopping up of H avens moulhcs with stakes, 
postS, ar,d other meanes, he comm:lndcd to be made ready. 
M ore:over, not far from Neiupon haven, Ilc had caused'a. 
gre:ar pile: of wooden fagOtS to be: laid, and other furnitu re 
to be brought for the rearing up of a M ount. The most 
pan of his Shi ps co ntain ed two O vens a peece to bake 
Bread in, with :l great number of saddlts, bridles, al1d 
such otht r !ike apparc!1 for H orses. They ha d H orses 
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likewise, which after their landing should serve to 
conv~):' and draw engines, field-pieces, and other warlike 
provISions. 

Neere unto Neiuport he had assembled an arm ie, over 
the which hee had ordained Camillo de Monte to be Camp­
master. This army consisted of 30. bands or ensignes of 
Italians, of ten bands of Wallons, eight of Scots, and 
eight of Burgundians, all which together amount unto 56. 
bands every band containing a hundreth persons. Neere 
unto Dixmud there were mustered eightie bands of Dutch­
men, sixtie Spaniards, six of high Germans, and seven 
bands of En~lish fugitives, under the conduct of Sir 
Willjam StaniJe, an English Knight. In the suburbs of 
Cortreight there were 4000. horsemen together with their 
horses in a readinesse: and at ';Yaten 900. horses, with the 
troupe of the Marquesse del Gwasto Captaine generall of 
the horsemen. 

Unto this famous expedition and presupposed victory, 
many potentates, Princes, and honorable rersonages hied 
themselves; out of Spaine the Prince a Melito, called 
the Duke of Pastrana, and taken to be the Son of onc 
Ruy Gomes de Silva, but in very deede accompted among 
the number of King Philips base sons. Also the 
Marquesse of Burgrave, one of the sons of Arch-duke 
Ferdinand and Philippa Welsera. Vespasian Gonsaga of 
the family of Mantua, being for chivalry a man of great 
renowne, and heretofore Vice-roy in Spaine. Item John 
Medices, base son unto the Duke of Florence. And 
Amadas of Savoy, the Duke of Savoy his base son, with 
many others of inferiour degrees. 

At length when as the French King about the"end of 
May signified unto her Majestic in plaine tean]leS that 
she should stand upon her guard, because he was now 
certainly enformed, that there was so dangerous an 
invasion imminent upon her Realme, that he feared much, 
least all her land and sea-forces would be sufficient to 
withstand it, &c. then began the Qyeenes Majestie more 
carefully to gather her forces together, and to furnish her 
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own ~h'r'l of "ure, and the pnnclpall hlp ·1 hef uhJ~~" 
with $Ouldu:rs, ",e;tron~. "nd other nece'.u), !,fO\{ Inn 

The ~re:atet ;llld ~lrOI1~e t ship of the ",hole ~aVI[ we 
cnt unlO Plimmouth. under the wndu(! 01 Ihe nghl 

honorable i,c'rJ Ch:trles 11!'\\"l,rJ. J..orJ hl~h \,imlr.ali 
Lnchand. b.:c. L'nder \\hom the renc'\,Ilc:d l\llI~ht ',t 
FranCIS Dn.kc \\3~ :appointed \ icc-;adnurall. I he 
num"cr of the~e "hlp!> \\2 :about:&n hundred'!. J he: 
Ic~~er !ohlr. beinc- JO. or ~o. In num~cr 2nd undc:r the 
conduct 01 the Lord Ilcnrr .. Imcr ,",ere commanded tn 
be hctwccne Dover and ufci~, 

A _D . 
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On land likc\\I$c throu~hllut Ihc: ",hole: realmt', UrdllJlI! 
souldicrs \\ crc mmtcred :md" tr.ullcd in :aU I'bee:. :and 1._J t 

were commmed unto the mo~t resolute anJ flithfull 
C3.pt3mcs. And wherca .. It was commonl\' (!Ive/! OUI, 
that Ihe Spaniard h:J.vin~ once united himsc:lle unto the 
Duke of Parma, ment to inv2de by the river of Th:J.mes, 
there was at Tilburie in E$~ex. o~'er-:aC:2in~1 (,r:ave!<n.i. 
:a might)' :arm)' enomped: :1nd on both'sides (If the river 
fortific:1tions were erected, according- to the rrescnr"(1n of 
Frederike Genebdli :1n hali.m enginier. Likewlsc there 
were eertaine $hip$ brought to make :a Bri.lge. thou~h It 
were "cry late first. Unto the !'::lid Ar01ic Clrne in rroper 
person Ihe Qpeenes mosl roiall Majesllc, rcrrc~cnl1ng-
Tomnis that Seithian warlike Prince'sc:, or r:llher divine 
Palla~ her selfe. Also there were other such armies In ied 
in England. 

The principal Recu$:1nts (least they shCluld stir up :1ny C rw,ilr 
tumult in the time of the Spanish inva~ion) wr.:re ~ent to R,.u. 
rem:aine at certain convenient places, as namely In the 
Isle of Ely and at Wishich. And some of them were 
sent ulAO other places, to Wil, unto sundry Bishopc; and 
~oblemen, where they were kept from endangerina: the 
sta te of the common wealth, and of her sacred l\laje~tie, 
who of her most gr:l.cious clemency g:lve expressc COIl1-

mandement, that they shou ld be intreated with all 
humanitie and fri endship. 

TAt tr,~rll' 
tiM 'Jlltt 
UI/ill" 

The Provinces of H olland, Zeland, &c. giving credit Pr~C'i"m. 
433 



A.D. 

J 588. 

[IV. x. 
190{'] 

Till SptJnilh 
/l1(lt Uf sail, 
UpM flit 19 oj 
May. 

PURCHAS HIS PILGRIMES 

unto their intelligence out of Spaine, made preparation to 
defend themselves: but because the Spanish ships were 
described unto them to be so huge, they relied partly 
upon the shallow and dangerous Seas all along their coasts. 
Wherefore they stood most in doubt of the Duke of 
Parma, his small and Rat-bottomed ships. Howbeit they 
had all their ships of warre to the number of nintie and 
above, in a readinesse for all assayes: the greater part 
whereof were of a small burthen, as being more meete to 
saile upon their Rivers and shallow Seas: and with these 
ships they besieged all the havens in Flanders, beginning 
at the mouth of Scheid, or from the towne of Lillo, and 
holding on to Greveling, and almost unto Caleis, and 
fortified all their Sea-townes with strong garrisons. 

Against the Spanish Reets arrivall, they had provided 
five and twenty or thirty good ships, committing the 
government of them unto Admirall Lonck, whom they 
commanded to joine himselfe unto the Lord Henry 
Seymer, lying betweene Dover and Cales. And when 
as the foresaid ships (whereof the greater part besieged 
the haven of Dunkerke) were driven by tempest into 
Zeland, Justin of Nassau the Admirall of Zeland supplied 
that squadron with five and thirty ships, being of no 
great burt hen, but excellently furnished with Guns, 
Mariners and Souldiers in great abundance, & especially 
with 1200 brave Musquetiers, having beene accustomed 
unto Sea-fights, and being chosen out of all their company 
for the same purpose: and so the said Justin of Nassau 
kept such diligent ward in the Station, that the Duke of 
Parma could not issue forth with his Navie into Sea out 
of any part of Flanders. 

In the meane while the Spanish Armada set saile out 
of the haven of Lisbon upon the 19. of May, An. Dam. 
1588. under the conduct of the Duke of Medina Sidonia, 
directing their course for the Bay of Corunna, alias the 
Groine in Gallicia, where they tooke in SQuldiers, and 
warlike provision, this port being in Spaine the neerest 
unto England. As they were sailing along, there arose ,8, 
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!'uch a mlj:!IH~ tempe~t, th:1I the whole Fleel \\":I;( dj~rcr<,(d, lJ .... n.,. 
so th;lt "hen the Duke '\a~ returned unto his company, ~Ik,f. Dr, 

"h. flfWI.>' he could not c~r\' above eightr ~hir< In all, ,\ hereunto ~'4rr_ 
the re~idue by Iitile ;lnd liure j'oyncd thcm"e1\"C~5, except ,..,,11 rf. 1/ 

eic:ht which haJ their i\l:ms hlo\\ne over·boord. One "t.lII. 
or the (oure Gailles of Porllnpll eSC:1ped ,·ery h:1rdly, rnll lS 
retlnnl! hcr ~Ire into the h2ven. The olher three were 
upon the C0:t~t of B:tion In France, hy the a~si lance and 
courac:e of one David Gwin. :an Engli~h Capti,·e (whom C;. at r_ 
the French and Turkish s.lave, :aided in Ihe nme enter· 
prise) ulterh' di!'abled and v!lIlquished; one of the: three 
beine: firH O\'ercome, which conquered the two other, with 
the ~)aughtcr of their Govcrnour and soulJicr~, 3.nJ among 
[he re~t of Don Diego de ;\1andn.na, with ~undrr olhen: 
and so those slaves arrived in France With the three 
G.111ie!', set themselves at libertie. 

The Nane having refreshed themselves 3.t the Groine, n,., "' '.t!. 

and recei\"lIl(! dail\" commandcmcnt from the Kin!! to haqen {;',.. ,JI 

their journie, hoi"sed up 53.iles the 11. day of' .Iuly. and ,A,""r~ r­
so holding on their course till the 19. of the !'arne maneth, J .. .,. 

they came then unto the mouth of the narrow ;l~ {lr nn,..,. .• ~~ 
English channell. From whence (strikinn their s:tilcs in 0: .. , or,' • 

o f If .. ',,, ,. 
the meane season) they di~patched certain 0 their small l.gJ.:r,~ 
ships unto the Duke of Parma. At the ~ame time the 
Spanish Fleete was escried by an Enj!lish Pinn2ce, 
Captaine whereof was Master Thomas Flemin~, after they (.'4/,. F" .. /. 
had beene advertised of the Spaniards expedition by their 
scoutes 2nd espials, which havin,:r fanged along the coast 
of Spaine, werc lately returned home into Plimmoth for 
a new supply of victuals and other neces5aries, who can· 
sidering the foresaid tcmpest, were of opinion that thc 
N:l.vie being of late dispcrsed and tossed up and downe 
the m,cine Ocean, was by no meancs able to performe 
their intended Voyage. Moreover, the Lord Charles 
H oward, Lord high Admirall of Engl:r.nd, had received 
Letters from the Court, signifying unto him, that her 
Majesty was 3.dvertised that the Spanish Flecte wou ld 
not come forth , nor was to be any longer expected fo r, and 
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PURCHAS HIS PILGRI~IES 

therefore, that upon her Majesties commandement hee 
must send backe foure of her tallest and strongest Ships 
unto Chattam. 

The Lord high Admirall of England being thus on the 
sudden, namely upon the 19. of July about foure of the 
c10cke in the afternoone, enformed by the Pinnace of 
Captaine Fleming aforesaid, of the Spaniards approach, 
with all speede and diligence possible hee warped his 
Ships, and caused his Mariners and Souldiers (the greater 
part of whom was absent for the cause aforesaid) to come 
on boord, and that with great trouble and difficultie, 
insomuch that the Lord Admirall himselfe was faine to 
lie without in the road with six Ships onely all that night, 
after the which many others came forth of the haven. 
The very next day, being the 20. of July about high 
noone, was the Spanish Fleet escried by the English, 
which with a South-west winde came S!l.iling along, and 
passed by Plimmouth; in which regard (according to the 
judgement of many skilfull Navigators) they greatly over­
shot themselves, whereas it had beene more commodious 
for them to have staied themselves there, considering that 
the Englishmen being as yet unprovided, greatly relied 
upon their owne forces, and knew not the estate of the 
Spanish Navie. Moreover, this was the most convenient 
Port of all others, where they might with greater security 
have beene advertised of the English forces, and how 
the commons of the land stood affected, and might have 
stirred up some mutinie, $0 that hither they should have 
bent all their puissance, and from hence the Duke of 
Parma might more easily have conveied his Ships. But 
this they were prohibited to doe by the King and his 
Counsell, and were expresly commanded to unit~ them­
selves unto the souldiers and ships of the said Duke of 
Parma, and so to bring their purpose to effect. Which 
was thousht to be the most easie and direct COUT:>e, for 
that they Imagined that the English and Dutch men would 
be utterly daunted and dismaied thereat, and would each 
man of them retire unto his owne Province or Port for 
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the defence thereof, and transrrting the Armie of the 
Duke under the protection 0 thei f huge Navie, they 
might invade England. It is reported that the (hiefe 
commanders in the Navy, and those which were morc 
skilfull in navigation, to wit, J ohn Martines de Ricalde, 
Diego Flores de Valdez, and divers others, found fault 
that they were bound unto so strict directions and instruc­
tions, because that in such a case many particular accidents 
ought [0 concurre and to be respected at one and the same 
instant, that is to say, the opportunitie of the winde, 
weather, time, tide, and ebbe, wherein they might saile 
from Flanders to England, Oftentimes also the darknesse 
and light, the situation of places, the depths and shoa!ds 
were [0 be considered: all which especially depended upon 
the convenienc), of the windes, and were by so much the 
more dangerous. But it seemed that they were enjoyned 
by their Commission to ancre neere unto, or about Caleis, 
whither the Duke of Parma with his ships and all his 
warlike provision was to resort, and while the English 
and Spanish great ships were in the midst of their conflict, 
to passe by, and to land his souldiers upon the Downes. 
The Spanish Captives reported that they were determined 
first to have entred the River of Thames, & thereupon to 
have passed with small ships up to London, supposing that 
they might easily win that rich and flourishing Citie, being 
but meanely fortified and inhabited with Citizens not 
accustomed to the wars, who durst not withstand their 
first encounter, hoping moreover to finde man)' rebels 
against her Majestie, and Popish Catholikes, or some 
favourers of the Scottish Qy.eene (not long before 
beheaded) who might be instruments of sedition. 

Thu'!i often advertising the Duke of Parma of their 
approacn, the 20. of July they passed by Plimmouth, 
which the English pursuing and getting the winde of 
them, gave them the chase and the encounter, and so both 
Fleetes frankly exchanged their Bullets. 

T he day following, which was the 21. of J uly, the 
Eng li sh Ships approached within M usket shot of the 
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Spanish: at what time the Lord Charles Howard most 
hotly and valiantly discharged his Ordnance upon the 
Spanish Vice-admirall. The Spaniards then well per­
ceiving the nimblenesse of the Engl ish ships in discharging 
upon the enemy on all sides, gathered themselves close 
into the forme of an halfe Moone, and slackned their 
sailes, least they should outgoe any of their company. 
And while they were proceeding on in this manner, one 
of their great Galliasses was so furiously battered with 
shot, that the whole Navie was faine to come up rounder 
together for the safegard thereof : whereby it came to 
passe that the principall Galleon of Sivill (wherein Don 
Pedro de Valdez, Vasques de Silva, Alonzo de Sayas, and 
other Noble men were embarqued) falling foule of 
another ship, had her fore-mast broken, and by that 
meanes was not able to keepe way with the Spanish Fleete, 
neither would the said Fleete stay to succour it, but left 
the distressed Galeon behinde. T he Lord Admirall of 
England, when hee saw this Ship of Valdez, and thought 
she had beene voide of Marriners and Souldiers, taking 
with him as many ships as he could, passed by it, that hee 
might not loose sight of the Spanish Fleete that night. 
For Sir Francis Drake (who was notwithstanding 
appointed to beare out his Lanterne that night) was giving 
of chase unto five great Hulkes which had separated 
themselves from the Spanish Fleete: but finding them to 
be Easterlings, hee dismissed them. The Lord Admirall 
all that night following the Spanish Lanterne instead of 
the English, found himselfe in the morning to be in the 
midst of his enemies Fleete, but when he perceived it, 
he clenly conveied himselfe out of that great danger. 

The day following, which was the '22 . of July, Sir 
Francis Drake espied Valdez his ship, whereunto· he sent 
for his Pinnace, and being advertised that Valdez himselfe 
was there, and 450. persons with him, he sent him word 
that hee should yeelde himselfe. Valdez for his honours 
sake caused certaine condi tions to be propounded unto 
Drake; who answered Valdez, that he was not now at 
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leisure to make any long parle, but if he would yeelcle 
himselfe, he should finrle him friendly and tractable: 
howbeit if he had resolved to die in fight, he should 
prove Drake to be no dastard. Upon which answer, 
Valdez and his Company understanding that they were 
taUen into the hands of fortunate Drake, being moved 
with the renoune and celebritie of his name, with one 
consent yeelded themselves, and found him very favour­
able unto them. Then Valdez with forty or fiftie 
Noblemen and Gentlemen pertainin~ unto him, came on 
boord Sir Francis Drakes ship. T he residue of his 
company were carried unto Plimmouth, where they were 
detained a yeere and an halfe for their ransome. 

Valdez camming unto Drake, and humbly kissing his 
hand, protesting unto him, that he and his had resolved 
to die in battell, had they not by good fortune fallen into 
his power, whom they knew to be right curteous and 
gentle, and whom they had heard by generall report to 
be most favourable unto his vanquished foe: insomuch, 
that he said it was to be doubted whether his enemy had 
more cause to admire and love him for his great, valiant, 
and prosperous exploits) or to dread him for his singuhr 
felicity and wisdome, which ever attended upon him in 
the wars, and by the which he had attained unto so great 
honor. Vlith that Drake embraced him, and gave him 
very honorable entertainment, feeding him at his owne 
table, and lodging him in his Cabbin. Here Valdez 
began to recount unto Drake the forces of all the Spanish 
Fleetc, and how foure mighty G311ies were separated by 
tempest from them: and also how they were determined 
first to have put into Plimmouth haven) nOt expecting to 
be repelled thence by the English ships, which they 
thought could by no meanes withstand their impregnable 
forces, perswading themselves that by meanes of their 
huge Fleete, they were become Lords and commanders 
of the maine Ocean. For which cause they marveiled 
much how the Englishmen in their small Ships durst 
approach within musket shot of the Spaniards mighty ,8, 
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Brooke, Sir Robert Carew, Sir Charles Blunt; Master 
Ambrose Willoughbie, Master Henry Nowell, Master 
Thomas Gerard, Master Henry Dudley, Master Edward 
Darcie, Master Arthur Gorge, Master Thomas Wood­
house, M. William Harvie, &c. And so it came to passe 
that the number of the English ships amounted unto an 
hundreth: which when they were come before Dover, 
were increased to an hundred and thirty, being notwith­
standing of no proportionable bignesse to encounter with 
the Spaniards, except two or three and twenty of the 
~eenes greater ships, which onely, by reason of their 
presence, bred an opinion in the Spaniards minds con­
cerning the power of the English Fleet: the Marriners 
and Souldiers whereof were esteemed to be twelve 
thousand. 

The foure and twentie of July, when as the Sea was 
calme, and no winde stirring, the fight was onely betweene 
the foure great Galleasses and the English ships, which 
being rowed with Oares, had great vantage of the English 
ships, which notwithstanding for all that would not be 
forced to yeelde, but discharged their chaine-shot to cut 
asunder their Cables and Cordage of the Galleasses, with 
many other such Stratagems. They were now constrained 
to send their men on land for a new supply of Gunpowder, 
whereof they were in great scarcitie, by reason they had 
so frankly spent the greater part in the former conflicts. 
The same day, a Counsell being assembled, it was decreed 
that the English Fleete should be devided into toure 
squadrons: the principall whereof was committed unto 
the Lord Admirall: the second to Sir Francis Drake: 
the third to Captaine Hawkins: the fourth to Captaine 
Frobisher. 

The Spaniards in their sailing observed very 'diligent 
and good order, sailing three and foure and sometimes 
more ships in a ranke, :md following close up one after 
another, and the stronger and greater ships protecting the 
lesser. 

The five and twenty of July, when the Spaniards were 
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come over-against the Isle of \Vight, the Lord admirall 
of England being accompanied with his best ships (namely 
the Lion, Captaine whereo f was the Lord Thomas 
H oward: The Elizabeth Jonas under the command of 
Sir Robert Southwell, son in law unto the Lord Admirall : 
the Beare under the Lord Sheffield, Nephew unto the 
Lord Admirall : the Victorie under Captaine Barker: and 
the Galeon Leicester under the forenamed Captain George 
Fenner) with great valour and dreadfull thunder of shot, 
encountered the Spanish Admirall, being in the very 
midst of all his Flcete. Which when the Spaniards per­
ceived, being assisted with his strongest ships, he came 
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forth and entered a terrible combat with the English; Tmihlrjignt, 
for they bestowed each on other the broad sides, and 
mutually discharged all their Ordnance, being within one [IV. x. 
hundred or an hundred and twenty yards one of another. 190 7.] 
At length the Spaniards hoi sed up their sailes, and againe 
gathered themselves up close into the forme of a roundell. 
In the meane while Captaine Frobisher had engaged 
himselfe into a most dangerous conflict. 'Whereupon the 
Lord Admirall comming to succour him, found that hee 
had valiantly and discreetly behaved himselfe, and that he 
had wisely and in good time given over the fight, because 
that after so great a batterie he had sustained no damage. 
For which cause the day followina, being the sixe and 
twenty of July, the Lord Admirall rewarded him with Tht 26. if 
the order of Knighthood, together with the Lord Thomas July. 
H oward, the Lord Sheffield, Master John Hawkins, and 
others. 

The same day the Lord Admirall received intelligence 
from N~w.haven in France, by certaine of his P innaces, 
that all thi ngs were quit in France, and that there was no Gui,intlf 
preparat:on of sending aide unto the Spaniards, which fitmd. 
was greatly feared from the Guisian fact ion, and from Tnit.(M'Ium. 
the Leaguers: but there was a fal se rumou r spread all Tnt 27· if 
about, that the Spaniards had conJuered England . July. Tnt Spjjnil1rdl 

T he seven and twentieth of Ju y, the Spaniards about l1t1crt IJtfirt 
the sun-setting were come over.against Dover, and rode CI1/tis. 
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at ancre within the sight of Caleis, intending to hold on 
for Dunkerk, expecting there to jayne with the Duke 
of Parma his forces, without which they were able to doe 
little or nothing. Likewise the Engfish Fleete following 
up hard upon them, ancred just by them within 
culvering-shot. And here the Lord Henry Seymer united 
himselfc unto the Lord Admirall with his fleet of 30. 
ships which rode before the mouth of Thames. 

As the Spanish Navie therefore lay at ancre, the Duke 
of Medina sent certaine Messengers unto the Duke of 
Parma, with whom upon that occasion many Noblemen 
and Gentlemen went to refresh themselves on land: and 
amonsst the rest the Prince of Ascoli, being accounted 
the Kings base son, and a very proper and towardly yong 
Gentleman, to his great good went on shoare, who was 
by so much the more fortunate, in that he had not oppor­
tunity to rctume on board the same ship, out of which 
he was departed, because that in returning home it was 
cast away upon the Irish coast, withall the persons con­
tained therein. The Duke of Parma being advertised 
of the Spanish Fleetes arrivall upon the coast of England, 
made all the haste hee could to be present himselfe in this 
expedition for the performance of his charge: vainely 
perswading himselfe that now by the meanes of Cardinali 
Allen, hee should be crowned King of England, and for 
lhat cause he had resigned the Government of the Low­
Countries unto Count Mansfeld the elder. And having 
made his vowes unto Saint Mary of Hall in Henault 
(whom he went to visite for his blinde devotions sake) he 
returned toward Bruges the eight and twenty of July. 
The next day travelling to Dunkerk, hee he"lrd the 
thundring Ordnance of either Fleete: and t'~e same 
evening being come to Dixmud, hee was given to under­
stand the hard successe of the Spanish Fleete. 

Upon tuesday, which was the 30. of July, about high 
noone, he came to Dunkerk, when as all the Spanish Fleete 
was now passed by: neither durst any of his ships in the 
meane space come forth to assist [he said Spanish Fleet 
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for feare of fixe and thirty warlike ships of H olland and 
Zd:md, which there kept watch and ward under the con~ 
duct of the Admirall Justin of Nassau. The foresaid five $Iatrl Fllllt. 

and thirty ships were furnished with most cunning 
Mariners and old expert Souldiers, amongst the which 
were twelve hundred ;\1uketeers, whom the States had 
chosen out of all their G3.rrisons, and whom they knew to 
have beene heretofore experienced in Sea-fights. Th is 
Navie was given especiaUy in charge not to suffer :lny 
ship to come out of the Hayen, nor [0 permit any Zabraes, 
Pataches or other small vessels of the Spanish FJeete 
(which were more likely to aide the Dunkerkers) to enter 
thereinto, for the g-reater ships were not to be feared by 
reason of the shaflow Sea in that place. Howbeit the 
Prince of Parma his forces being as yet unready, were 
not come on boord his ships, onely the English Fugitives, Eng/ilh 

b . h d d· b d h d f S· Hilpllnj9/;uJ elll1! seven un re In num er, un er t e con uct 0 Ir tr"i~lI. 

\\'ilbam Stanler, came in fit time to have beene embarked, 
because they hoped to give the first assault against 
England. The residue shewed themselves unwilling and 
loath to depart, because they saw but a few Marnners, 
who were by constraint drawne into this expedition, and 
also because they had very bare provision of Bread, 
Drinke, and other necessary victuals. Moreover, the 
ships of Holland and Zeland stood continually in thei r 
sight, threatning shot and Powder, and many inconveni-
ences unto them: for feare of which ships, the Mariners 
and Sea-men secretly withdrew themselves both day and 
r.ight, least that the Duke of Parma his Souldiers should 
compell them by maine force to goe on boord, and to 
break;; .through the H ollanders Fleete, which all of them 
judged :to be impossible, by reason of the straightnesse 
of the Haven. 

But it seemeth that the D uke of Parma and the TIIlSp"ni",.d, 

Spaniards grounded upon a vaine and presumptuous '·lIint ~J:j"io" 
expectation, that all the ships of England and of the {,M:".""'!, 
Lo C . Id h fi . /(lrl/W" w- ountnes wou at t erst Sight of the Spanish and jim. 
Dunkerk Navie have betaken themselves to flight, yeeld-
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ing them Sea-roome) and endevouring onely to defend 
themselves, their havens, and Sea-coasts from invasion. 
Wherefore their intent and purpose was, that the Duke of 
Parma in his small and flat-bottomed ships, should, as it 
were under the shadow and wings of the Spanish Fleete) 
convey over all his troupes, armour, and warlike pro­
vision, and with their forces so united, should invade 
England; or while the English Fleete were busied in 
fight against the Spanish, should enter upon any part of 
the coast, which he thought to be most convenient. 
Which invasion (as the Captives afterward confessed) the 
Duke of Parma thought first to have attempted by the 
R iver of Thames; upon the bankes whereof having at 
his first arrivaU landed twenty or thirtr thOUS3nd of his 
principall Souldiers, he supposed that he might easily have 
won the Citie of London; both because his small ships 
should have followed and assisted his Land-forces, and 
also for that the Citie it sel fe was but meanely fortified 
and easie to overcome, by reason of the Citizens delicacie 
and discontinuance from the warres. 

\Vhen as therefore the Spanish Fleete rode at anker 
before Caleis, to the end they might consult with the 
Duke of Parma what was best to be done according to 
the Kings commandement, and the present estate of their 
affaires, and had now (as we will afterward declare) pur­
posed upon the second of August, being Frida,., with one 
power and consent to have PUt their intended businesse 
in practise; the Lord Admir:l.lI of England being 
admonished by her Majesties Letters from the Court, 
thought it most expedient either to drive the Sp:tnish 
Fleet from that place, or at leastwise to give them the 
encounter : and for that cause (according to her Majesties 
prescription) he tooke forthwith eight of his worst and 
basest ships, which came next to hand, and disbunhening 
them of all things which seemed to be of any value, filled 
them with Gunpowder, Pitch, Brimstone, and wuh other 
combust ible and fiery matter; lind ch:lrging all their 
Ordnance with powder, bullets and stones, and sent the 
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said ships upon the 28. of .July, being Sunday, about two 
of the clocke after midnight, with the winde and tide 
against the Spanish FJeete: which when they had pro+ 
cceded a good space, being forsaken of the Pilots, and 
set on fire, were directly carried upon the King of Spaines 
Navie: which fire in the dead of night put the Spaniards 
into such a perplexitie and horror (for they feared lest they 
were like unto those terrible ships, which Frederic Jene­
belli three reeres before, at the siege of Antwerpe, had 
furnished with Gunpowder, stones, and dreadfull engines, 
for the dissolution of the Duke of Parma his Bridge, 
built upon the River of Scheid) that cutting their cables 
whereon their ankers were fasted, and hoising up their 
sailes they betooke themselves very confusedly unto the 
maine Sea. 

And this sudden confusion, the principal] and greatest 
of the foure GalJiasses falling Fowle of another ship, lost 
her rudder: for which cause when she could not be guided 
any longer, she was by the force of the tide cast into a 
certaine shoald upon the shoare of Caleis, where she was 
immediately assaulted by divers English Pinnaces, H ayes, 
and Drumblers. And as they lay battering of her with 
their Ordnance, and durst not boord her, the Lord 
AdmiraU sent thither his long Boate with an hundreth 
choise Souldiers under the command of Captaine Amias 
Preston. Upon whose approach their fellowes being more 
emboldened, did offer to boord the Galliasse; against 
whom the Governor thereof and Captaine of all the foure 
Galliasses, Hugo de Moncada, stoutly opposed himself, 
fightin~ by so much the more valiantly, in that he hoped 
present.y to be succoured by the Duke of Parma. In the 
meane season Moncada, after hee had endured the conflict 
a good 'while, being hit on the head with a Bullet, fell 
downe starke dead, and a great number of Spaniards also 
were slaine in his company. The greater part of the 
residue leaping over-boord into the Sea, to save themselves 
by swimming, were most of them drowned. H owbeit 
there escaped among others Don Anthonio de Manriques, 
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a principall officer in the Spanish Beete (called by them 
their Veador Generall) together with a few Spaniards 
besides: which Anthonio was the first man that carried 
certaine newes of the successe of their fleete into Spaine. 
This huge & monstrous Galliasse, wherein were contained 
three hundred slaves to lug at the Oares, and foure 
hundred souldiers, was in the space of three houres rifled 
in the same place; and there was found amongst divers 
other commodities 5°000 Duckets of the Spanish Kings 
treasure. At length when the slaves were released out 
of their fetters, the English men would have set the said 
ship on fire, which Monsieur Gourdon, the Governour 
of Caieis, for feare of the damage which might thereupon 
ensue to the Towne and Haven, would not permit them 
to doe, but drave them from thence with his great 
Ordnance. 

Upon the 29. of July in the morning, the Spanish 
Fleete after the foresaid tumult, having arranged them­
selves againe into order, were, within sight of Greveling, 
most bravely and furiously encountered by the English, 
where they once againe got the winde of the Spaniards: 
who suffered themselves to be deprived of the commodity 
of the place in Caleis rode, and of the advantage of the 
winde neere unto Dunkerk, rather then they would change 
their array, or separate their forces now conjoyned and 
united together, standing onely upon their defence. And 
albeit there were many excellent and warlike ships in the 
English Beet, yet scarse were there 22. or 23. among them 
all which matched 90. of the Spanish ships in bignesse, or 
could conveniently assault them. Wherefore the English 
ships using their prerogative of nimble stirrage, whereby 
they could turne and wield themselves with th~ winde 
which way they listed, came oftentimes very neereupon 
the Spaniards, and charged them so sore, that now and 
then they were but a Pikes length at sunder: and so 
continually giving them one broad side after another, they 
dispatched all their shot both great and small upon them, 
spending one whole day from morning till night in that 
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violent kinde of conflict, until! such time as powder and 
bullets failed them. In regard of which want they thought 
it convenient not to pursue the Spaniards any lons-cr, 
because they had many great vantages of the English, 
namely for the extraordinary bignesse of their ships, and 
also for that they were so neerely conjoyncd, and kept 
together in so good array. that they could by no meanes 
be fought withall one to onc. The English thought 
therefore, that they had right well acquitted themselves, 
in chasing the Spaniards first from Caleis, and then from 
Dunkerk, and by that means to have hindered them from 
joyning with the Duke of Parma his forces, and getting 
the winde of them, to have driven them from their owne 
coasts. 

The Spaniards that day sustained great losse and 
damage, having many of their ships shot thorow and 
thorow, and they discharged likewise great store of 
Ordnance against the English; who indeede sustained 
some hinderance, but not comparable to the Spaniards 
losse; for they lost not anyone ship or person of account. 
For very diligent inquisition being made, the Englishmen 
aU that time wherein the Spanish ~avie sailed upon their 
Seas, are not found to have wanted above one hundreth 
of their people: albeit Sir F. Drakes ship was pierced with 
shot above forty times, and his very cab ben was twise shot 
thorow, and about the conclusion of the fight, the bed of 
a certaine Gentleman lying weary thereupon, was taken 
quite tram under him with the force of a Bullet. Like­
wise, as the Earle of Northumberland and Sir Charles 
Blunt were at dinner upon a time, the Bullet of a Demi­
culver:Qg brake thorow the middest of their Cabbin, 
touched their feete, and strooke downe two of the standers 
by, with many such accidents befalling the English ships, 
which it were tedious to rehearse. Whereupon it is most 
apparant, that God miraculously preserved the English 
Nation. For the Lord Admirall wrOte unto her Majesty, 
that in all humaine reason, and according to the judgement 
of all men (every circumstance being duely considered) 
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the Englishmen were not of any such force, whereby they 
might, without a miracle, dare once to approach within 
the sight of the Spanish Fleete: insomuch, that they 
freely ascribed all the honour of their victory unto God, 
who had confounded the enemy, and had brought his 
counsels to none effect. 

T he same day the Spanish ships were so battered with 
English shot, that that very night and the day following, 
two or three of them sunke right downe: and among the 
rest a certain great ship of Biscay, which Caftaine Crosse 
assaulted, which perished even in the time 0 the conflict, 
so that very few therein escaped drowning; who reported 
that the Governors of the same ship slew one ahother 
upon the occasion following: one of them which would 
have yeelded the ship was suddenly slaine; the brother 
of the slaine party in revenge of his death slew the 
murtherer, and in the meane while the ship sunke. 

The same night two Portugall galeons of the burthen 
of seven or eight hundreth tuns a peece; to wit, Saint 
Philip and Saint Matthew, were forsaken of the Spanish 
Fleete, for they were so torne with shot, that the water 
entered into them on all sides. In the Galeon of Saint 
Philip was Francis de Toledo, brother unto the Count 
de Argas, being Colonell over two and thirty bands; 
besides other Gen tlemen; who seeing their mast broken 
with shot, they shaped their course, aswell as they could, 
for the coast of Flanders: whither when they could not 
attaine, the principall men in the ship committed them­
selves to their skiffe, arrived at the next towne, which 
was Ostend; and the ship it selfe being left behinde with 
the residue of their company, was taken by the Ulishingers. 
In the other Galeon, called the Saint Matthiw, was 
embarked Don Diego Pimentelli another Camp-master 
and Colonell of two and thirty bands, being brother unto 
the Marquesse of Tamnares, with many other Gentlemen 
and Captaines. Their Ship was not very great, but 
exceeding strong, for of a great number of BuIlets which 
had batterd her, there were scarce twenty wherewith she 
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English, but also of the Zelanders; that at the sight of 
them they might acknowledge of what small ability they 
had beene to resist such impregnable forces, had not God 
endued them with courage, providence, and fortitude, yea, 
and fought for them in many places with his owne arme. 

The 29. of July the Spanish fleete being encountered by 
the English (as is aforesaid) and lying close together under 
their fighting sailes, with a South-west winde sailed past 
Dunkerk, the English ships still following the chase. Of 
whom the day following, when the Spaniards had got Sea 
roome, thcy cut their maine sailes; whereby they sufficiently 
declared that they meant no longer to fight, but to flie. 
For which cause the Lord Admirall of England disPfltched 
the Lord H enry Seymer with his squadron of small ships 
unto the coast of Flanders, where, with the helpe of the 
Dutch ships, he might stop the Prince of Parma his 
passage, if perhaps he should attempt to issue forth with 
his army. And he himselfe in the meane space pursued 
the Spanish fleet untill the second of August, because he 
thought they had set saile for Scotland. And albeit he 
followed them very neere, yet did he not assault them 
any more, for want of Powder and Bullets. But upon 
the fourth of August, the winde arising, when as the 
Spaniards had spread all their sailes, betaking themselves 
wholly to flight, & leaving Scotland on the left hand, 
trended toward Norway (whereby they sufficiently declared 
that their whole intent was to save themselves by flight, 
attempting for that purpose, with theif battered and crazed 
ships, the most dangerous navigation of the Northren 
Seas) the English seeing that they were now proceeded 
unto the latitude of 57. degrees, and being unwiping to 
participate that danger whereinto the Spaniards plunged 
themselves, and because they wanted things ne<::essary, 
and especially Powder and Shot, returned backe for 
England; leaving behinde them certaine Pinasses onely, 
which they enjoyned to follow t'!e Spaniards aloofe, and 
to observe their course. And so it came to passe, that the 
fourth of August, with great danger and industry, the 
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.bngh~h arm ~d at llarwich. (or theJ had hcclIlZ 1m cd up 
:lnd do\\ ne Wllh a mIght)" tempt 1 for the: r~c.e of lv-a 
(IT Ihr~ dale.;. lop.ether, whlch it 1~ hkcl)' did ~reat hurl 
unto the ~ranl~h fleet. helng (as I ~1id heinie) $0 maimed 
and hauerc,j. The En@:il"h now gOIng QII 5hoarc. rro­
vlded themselves (ort.1nnth of \,icluals, Gunpowder. and 
olhN thmgs exredient, th:a they might be ready at all 
2S$~}e~ to entertalne the Spanish flectc:, if it chanced any 
more to returnc. But being a(terw3rd more cc:rtainely 
Informed of the Spaniards course, they thought It best to 
lean" them unto those boisterous and uncouth Northren 
~3S, and not there to hunt after them. 

The Spaniards seeing nOw that they wanted foure or five 
Ihou!>and of their ~ople! and h.aving divers maimed and 
side persons, and likeWise haVing rost ten or twelve of 
their prinCipali ships, they consulted among themselves, 
what ther were best to doe, being now escaped out of 
the hands of the English, because their victuals failed them 
in Ijke sort, & they began also to want cables, cordage, 
ankers, mastS, sailes, and other navaU furniture, and 
utterly despaired of. the Duke of Parma his assistance (who 
verily hoping & undoubtedly expecting the return of the 
Spanish fleet, was continually occupied about his great 
preparation, commanding abundance of ankcrs to be made, 
and other necessary furniture for a Navy to be provided) 
they thought it good at length, so soone as the winde 
should serve them, to fetch a com passe about Scotland and 
Ireland, and so to retu.rI1e for Spaine. 

For they weU understood, that comm:\ndemcn! was 
given thorowou! all Scotland, that they should not have 
any SlJ~COUr or assistance there. Neither yet could the), 
in Norway supply their wants. 'Vherefore, having taken 
certaine Scottish and other fisherboats, they brousht the 
men on boord their owne ships, to the end the)' mIght be 
their guides 3.nd Pilots. Fearing also least their fresh 
water should faile them, they cast all their horses and mules 
over-boord: and so touching no where upon the co:!.s! of 
Scotland, but being carried with a fresh gale bctweenc lh(' 
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Orcades and Faar-Isles, they proceeded facre North, even 
unto 61. degrees of latitude, being distant from any land 
at the least 40. leagues. Here the Duke of Medina, 
Generall of the Fleet, commanded all his followers to 
shape their course for Biscay: and he himselfe with twenty 
or five and twenty of his ships which were best I;Jrovided 
of fresh water and other necessaries, holding on hiS course. 
over the maine Ocean, returned safely home. The residue 
of his ships being about forty in number, and committed 
unto his Vice-admirall, fe ll neerer with the coast of Ireland, 
intending their course for Cape Clare, because they hoped 
there to get fresh water, and to refresh themselves on 
land. But after they were driven with many contrary 
windes, at length, upon the second of September, they 
were cast by a tempest arising from the South-west upon 
divers parts of Ireland, where many of their ships perished. 
And amongst others, the ship of Michael de Oquendo, 
which was one of the great Galliasses: and two great 
ships of Venice also, namely, la Ratta and Belanzara, with 
other 36 or 31. ships more, which perished in sundry 
tempests, together with most of the persons contained in 
them. 

Likewise some of the Spanish ships were the second 
time carried with a strong West wind into the channell of 
Ens-land, whereof some were taken by the English upon 
theIr coast, and others by the men of Rochel upon the 
coast of France. 

Moreover, there arrived at Newhaven in Normandy, 
being by tempest inforced so to doe, one of the foure 
great GaJliasses, whereby they found the ships with the 
Spanish women which followed the Fleet at their :setting 
forth. Two ships also were cast away upon the coast at 
Norway, one of them being of a great burthen; howbeit 
all the persons in the said great ship were saved: inso­
much that of '34, ships, which set saile out of Portugal I, 
there returned home 53. onely, small and great: namely 
of the foure Galliasses but one, and but one of the foure 
Gallies. Of the 91. great Galleons and Hulkes there 

So, 



"cre m • In£ 58 and \ ,. returned 01 the Pau.enc and 
Zabra I \~tOt: I I tl. anJ 18. rtlUrncJ h jI c In 
nd. thttC' ,,(rem ng 81 hlr. an "hlch number 
C'rc (.~lIlA 1I, (Ialhes. (.aIC'(ln~, :anJ (Ilher \'Ox:b ll(>lh 

£TOt and II. \nd 2m(>n~t tbe 53. tJlIl" rcm:l.lnlll • 
t sc also ate fC koned "hlcn returned home before tnn 

me IntO the l.ngh ... h chJ.llllcll. J \\0 Glkons of tho ~ 
.. ~h "c:rc returned, were b~' mlslortunc hurnt 2$ th,"> 
rode In thc h:l\'cn; lnd Fuch like ml~h3.r\ Jid 1113.") other 
unJergnc. Of '\0000. rcr~ons "hi.;:h wetll In thiS expedi­
tion, there pcnshcd (2ccordin~ to thc numher :and rro­
portion f the ~hir~) the greater and heBer rart; and 
man\ r them which came home, bl reason df the Imle' 
bo. u~c n\ cmcnccs \\ hieh thcy ~u ... taincd in Ihi. ,". 13~e, 

." 
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died not long ;after their :arri\311. The Duke of :>'IL-din3 D. (.\/(., • .:. 
lmmedi:ltd~' upon his rr:turne wa$ deposed from hi, 
Ilutbomy, comm:lnded 10 hi!> pri":lte house, and flJ:-bidden 
to repalre unto the Court; where he could hardly ~ti~lie 

r ,ccld :l reason unlo his maliciou, cnemlcs and back-
buer. :-'hn)" honornble personagcs :lnd men of !!re:3t 
renown dece:lsed scone after [helr returne; a namdy John R dI",,,t!. 
\1artincs de Rialdc, with di"ers othen. A ~e:lt p:lrt 
:lIsa of the Spanish :\lobilit}' and Gentry employed in this 
expedition peri§hed either by fight. di~ca§es, or drowning, 
before their :1l"nvall; and 3mong the rest Thomas Perenot 
of Grand\'eJl a D utchman, beilll! Earle of C3ntebroi, :lnd 
son unto Cardinali Grandvell his brother. 

Upon the coast of Zcland Don D iego de Pimentell, 
brother unto the Marquesse de Tamnares, and kin~man 
unto the Earle of Beneventum & C:llv3, and Colonell over 
32. h:lnds with many other in the same ship was taken 
and detained a!t prisoner in Zeland. 

J nto 'England (as we ~aid before) D on Pedro de Valdez, 
:I man of singular experience, 3nd gre3t1)' honoured in 
his country, was led captive, being accom pan ied with Don 
Va~ues de Silva, Don Alon'2.o de Saps, and others. 

Likewise upon Ihe Scottish Westerne hies of I ,cwi ~, 
and 113, and about Cape Canlyre upon the maine bnd, ,0, 
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men making prayers and giving thankes unto God upon 
their knees; with this sentence: Man purposeth, God 
disposeth 1588. Also, for the lasting memory of the 
same matter, they have stamped in H olland divers such 
coines, according to the custome of the ancient Romans. 
Also other caines were stamped with a Fleet flying with 
full saile, and inscribed; Venit, Vidit, Fugit; It came, 
saw, Red: others with the fired ships, and the fleet in 
confusion, the word Dux FOEMINA FACT}. 

\Vhile this wonderfull and puissant Navie was sailing 
along the English coasts, and all men did now plainly see 
and heare that which before they would not be perswaded 
of, all people thorowout England prostrated themselves Tht p(~pl, of 
with humble prayers and supplications unto God: but England ond 

especially the outlandish Churches (who had greatest iflh~ lI"iud 

cause to feare, and against whom by name, the Spaniards prov"'fi
us

, > . . . proy, aSf,tln" 
had threatned most grievous torments) enJoyned to their givt fhanl(s 

people continual! fastings and supplications, that they lI"ro God. 

might turne away Gods wrath and fury now imminent 
llpon them for their sins: k nowing right well, that prayer [I\r. J. 

was the onely refuge against all enemies, calamities, and 19
11

.] 

necessities, and that it was the onely solace and rclicfe 
for mankinde, being visited with affliction and misery. 
Likewise such solemne daies of supplication were observed 
throughout the united Provinces. 

Also a while after the Spanish F leet was departed, there 
was in England, by the commandement of her Mal·esty, 
and in the united Provinces, by the direction 0 the 
States, a solemne festivall day publikely appointed, wherein 
all persons were enjoyned to resort unto the Church, and 
there to render thankes and praises unto God: and the 
Preach'ers were commanded to exhort the people there­
unto .. The foresaid solemnity was observed upon the 
19· of. Novem.ber: . v:hich day was wholly spent in 
Preaching, praylllg, glvlng thankes, with the accustomed 
solemnities of Bonfires, Singing, Ringing, and other 
wonted expressions of publike joy. 

Likewise, the ~eenes Majesty her sel fe , imitating the 
50 7 
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ancient Romans, rode into London in triumph, in regard 
of her owne nnd her subjects glorious deliverance. For 
beinG" attended upon very solemnly by aU the prJDcipall 
estates :lnd officers of her Realme, she was carried thorov .. 
her said Citie of London in a triumphant chariot, and 
in robes of triumph, from her Palace unto the Cathedrall 
Church of S:lint Paul, out of the which the ensignes and 
colours of the vanquished Spaniards hung displaied. 
And :lll the Citizens of London in their Liveries stood 
on either side the street, by their severnlJ Companies, 
with their Ensignes and Banners: and (he streets were 
hanged on both sides with Blew doath, which, together 
with the foreslid Blnners, yeelded l very stately and 
gallant prospect. Her Majesty bein£ entered ioro the 
Church, together with her Clern- and Nobles gave thankes 
unto God, and caused a publtke Sermon to be preached 
uefore her at P:luJs Crosse j wherein none other ar,gument 
was handled, bue that pr3ise, honour, and glory might be 
rendered unto God, and that Gods name might be extolled 
by thanks~iving. And with her own Princely voyce she 
most Clmstianly exhorted the people to doe the same: 
whereupon the people with a loud acchm:ltion wi~hed her 
a most long and happy life, to the confusion of her tOes_ 
The. Lord Admiral.l had a pension assigned for his good 
servIce. 

This publike joy was increased by Sir Robert Sidner 
(now Earle of Leicester) who returning out of Scotland, 
related to her Majestic the King of Scots fitithfull fi-iend­
ship, and love to her, and to the-Religion. He had beene 
employed to the said King, whiles the Spanish Fleet 
hovered on the coast) to gratulnte with him in the Q9cenes 
name, for his alacrity in the common enust, :Ind to obrnine 
his promise of aide, if the Spania.rds landed ill Scothnd ; 
and to put him in minde how ambitiousl)" the Spaniard 
sought to swallow in all Britl1ine, urging the Pope to 
Excommunicate him, so to strip him of Scotland. lnd 
quit his succession in England; to admonish him of the 
threats of MendozlI nnd the 1'0pt~ NU!ltio: th:u there-

s,· 
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fore he should be very wary of the Papists in Scotland. 
He answered conceitedly, amongst other speeches, that 
he hoped for no other benefit from the Spaniard, then 
that which Polyphemus had promised Ulysses, namely, 
that when the rest were devoured, he should be swallowed 
last. 

Thus the magnificent, huge, and mighty fleet of the 
Spaniards (which themselves tearmed in all places 
invincible) such as sailed not upon the Ocean Sea many 
hundreth yeeres before, in the yeere 1588. vanished into 
smoake; to the great confusion and discouragement of 
the authours thereof. In regard of which her Majesties 
happy successe all her neighbours and friends congratu­
lated with her, and many Verses were penned to the 
honour of her Majesty by learned men, whereof we will 
here annexe those of Master Beza. 

STraverat innumeris Hispannus navibus requor, 
Regnis juneturus seeptra Britanna suis. 

Tanta hujus, rogitas) qure motus eausa? superbos 
Impulit Ambitio) vexit Avaritia. 

Qyam bene te ambitio mersit vanissima ventus? 
Et tumidos tumidre, vos superastis aqua::! 

Qpam bene totius raptores orbis avaros, 
Hausit inexhausti justa vorago maris! 

At tu, cui venti, cui totum militat requor, 
Regina, () mundi totius una, decus, 

Sic regnare Deo perge, ambitione remota, 
Prodiga sic opibus perge juvare pios, 

Dt te Angli, longum Anglis ipsa fruaris, 
Qy~m dilecta bonis, tam metuenda malis. 

Tht:: same in English. 

T H e Spanish Fleet did ROle in narrow Seas, 
And bed her ships against the English shore, 

With so great rage as nothing could appease, 
And with such strength as never seene before: 

And all to joyne the Kingdome of that land 
Unto the Kingdomes that he had in hand. 
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PURCHAS HIS PILGRIMES 

Now if you aske what set this King OD fire. 
To practise warre when he of peace did treat. 
It was his Pride, and never quencht desire, 
To spoile that Ilands wealth, by peace made great: 

His Pride which far above the heavens did swel 
And his desire as unsuffic'd as hell. 

But well have winds his proud blasts overblown 
And swelling waves alaid his swelling heart, 
Well hath the Sea with greedy gulfs unknown, 
Devoured the devourer to his smart: 

And made his ..ships a pray unto the sand, 
That meant to pray upon anothers land. 

And now, 0 ~eeneJ above all others blest, 
For whom both winds & waves are prest to fight 
So rule your owne, so succour friends opprest, 
(As farre from pride, as ready to doe right) 

That England YOll, you England long enjoy, 
No lesse your friends delight, then foes annoy. 
r have thought good to adde here the prime reports 

made by the Spaniards and their friends, touching the 
successe of their Armada, as they were printed in Spaine, 
and after published and scorned in England. 
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The trut.: RdJ.tlOn of the 5\lCCt!~~C of the l.nhohkc 
;\rmie ,lguin:--t their Enemlc!-" by the L etter, of 
the Po!)t-nu~ter I,f Lagrono of the four th fit 
September, and by Letter:. (r<J1ll Ro.1Il {,f the 
one and thirtieth of ' \Ugll!-.t, and hy Lcttcr:-. 
(rom Pari» {If the Kings Emb~l!> ... ;tdour there: 
wherein he dcclarc:th the impri~Ullll1ellt o f 
Francis Drake, ;md o ther great Noblt:~ of 
England, and how th e QlIeene 1!-. in the Ficld 
with an Annie, and of a ceruinc ~Iutlnlc 
whLch was amongst the Queenes Annic:, \\ ilh 
the successe of the said Cathohke Annie si nce 
they entred in the Groyne, till they came on 
the Coast of England, with 1\\'0 Ballt:ts. com- - L,l(['" 

filt Int"'I. 
pounded by Christover Bravo, a bl ind mall of A M",I 

Cordowa, Primed with licence by Gabriel BIlIJ.1I1.dtr 

R amos Beiamno Printer. fir lIolftl'r.for 
,h~il.i~. 

T He newes of England is confirmed here, by a Letter n.'i.lJfI. 

of the Governour of Roan. Hee wr!tcth hee hath /J-'4 L(f("~f 
Di/~" P,rl'l, 

in his power the chiefe Pilot of Captaine Drake, and that 1/,i'Ji POSf_ 
he knoweth that all the English Armic remained ovcr- m~/ur~f 
throwne, having sunke two and twentie Ships, and taken L~grm "4((;/ 

fort ie, and imprisoned Francis Drake, having given them 'hI' l(ilwJ,1 

1 h' h b b 5.,(( .. b,r. chase a most as Ig as A spurge, and slaine many y the I 5~8. 
sword, and likewise saith that there was found in Capt3.ine 
Dra.kes Ship, a Peece of Ordnance of five and twentic foot 
long, which discharged a Shot of a hundreth weight at 
once rI)ade of purpose, with one onely Shot to sinke our 
Spanish Admira.lI, and it pleased God, although shee was 
somewhat battered, yet was shee repaired againe, a nd 
overthrew the English Armie. 

T H e E nglish have lost above fortie Ships in one 
encounter where they could not flye, which was in 

L uxaten a H aven in Scotland, to the which place, since 
5" 
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the departure of the Spanish Armies from Calleis, the 
English Armie followed, and supposing they went to take 
that Haven, they got before ours to defend the entrance : 
wee seeing them so neere the English Fleet, and that 
they could nOt retire, as they alwaies did when they pleased 
to the English Haven, they set upon them so valiantly 
that they sunke twentie of their Ships, and they tooke 
twentie six whole and sound, and the rest seeing their 
destruction fled away with great losse of men, and their 
Ships very much battered, and with this (they say) the 
Spanish Armie topke the Haven where they are very well 
lodged, as everyone affirmeth, and so the newes is here: 
J pray God give them good successe : Wee understand 
by the Post come from Calleis, that in England it is 
forbidden upon paine of death and losse of goods, that 
no bodie doe write newes from thence to any place: 
which confirmeth the newes above. 

I Doe not write newes of the Spanish Armie, because 
they are divers, and would gladly write the very 

truth. Now by the newes which runneth from divers 
places, as Calleis, Deepe, and H olland, and presumptions 
from England and other places, it is holden for certaine 
that they fought with the English, and broken their heads, 
having sunke many of their Ships and taken others, and 
the rest which they say were twentie seven Ships, returned 
very much battered to the River of London, which arc 
all those that could escape: There goeth with this Post 
another Post of Jorge Segus of Calleis, which saith that 
certaine Masters and Mariners of Zeland, did affirme [0 

the Governours of Calleis, M ounsier de Gorden, that 
our Fleet is in a Haven or River in Scotland, called'Trifla, 
where they say there may ride two thousands Ships: this 
is that which commonly is currant here. 

By newes from London the thirtie six of August, it 
is knowne for most certaine /Tom persons of credite, 

that the ~eens Admiral Generall was arrived in the 
5" 
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River of London, with twcntie five ships onely without 
his Admirall Ship, which was taken by our Admi ral! Saint 
J ohn, and it is well knowne in England, that to hide the 
Iosse of their Admirall Ship, they say hee put himselfe 
in a smaller Ship the better to follow our Armie: and 
it is knowne for certaintie that he saved himselfe in a 
Boat when he lost his Ship. That Drake for certain tie 
is taken or slaine. The same is confirmed by the way of 
Holland, by a Pinnace of theirs. And from Austerland, 
that the <h!.eene commanded upon paine of death, that 
no body shouJd speake of her Fleet, and that there was 
~eat sorrow in those parts of England, and that the 
\..l.!,!-cene had in the field thirtie thousand raw Souldiers, 
betwixt Dover and Mar~te, and that the Catholikes 
understanding that all theIr Fleet was dispersed, moved 
a certaine M utinie, which forced the ~eene to goe her 
selfe into the Field, and for certaine it is knowne that 
th ere is not brought into England, neither Ship nor Boat 
of ours, more then the Ship of Don Pedro Valdez, and 
that our Fleet was gone into Scotland, and arrived in a 
Haven called Trapena Euxaten. 

A . D. 

1588. 

By 11 Lnur if 
tIl( thitfl Pest 
IT1l1Jttr ~f 

BurdtliX, 
fIIritttn '0 "it 
FURrh 
EmbaslaJour, 
th( 1. cfSfjJI. 
15 88 . 
Rtlaticn if 
Ihal rdi(h 

AFter that ,I had, written this, here is. arrived a. Scot~ish- ho,hp,wtdlil/ 
man, whIch salth that all the Spamsh Fleet IS arnved 'hil do)" ,h( 

in Scotland, and that Scouishmen have taken Armes fifth ~j Sf/f. 
, h E I' h 1588.lill agarnst t e ng IS • "'ru if'ht 

T Hat upon the thirtieth of July, without seeing any [I\,. l. 

1 f h E ' 191.1-·1 say eat enemIes in the Sea, hee came to the r/I)(k in 'ht 
Channell, sixe lea~ues from Plimouth; where under- I1ftm'~II, 
standinR the Enemies were, hee gathered together and set !mownt by,h, 
in order, all the Fleet ; and sayling the first of August, rda!i~l/s mul 

the~e W:,tS discovered some Sayles of the Enemies, the :~rI';;a~~7t~/c 
which the second day were numbred to bee threescore ji-011lIhdl1/'1'.~ 
Sayle, of which the Duke tooke the wind, and passed FIlii, fl,lhmj 
without any fight, although he presented the same to isCm,rn1/fht 

them, howbeit they began to shoot at the Rearward: but ~/Jt if . 
the Duke in the Galleon S. Martin, set the Prow of his thll~::;~;;' if 
Ship against the biggest of the Enemies, the whIch being Eng"IIIJ. 
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succoured by twentie others, fled away: of this fight and 
first encounter, there was sunke three Galeasses, and foure 
mightie Galeons of the Q.leenes: there was burnt of 
ours by negligence of a Gunner, the Admirall of Oquendo, 
and the Enemies tooke the chiefe Ship of Don Pedro de 
Valdez, which being entangled with others under his 
charge: was left without Tackle, and so neere the 
Enemies, that shee could not be succoured by others. 

With this, our Fleet seeing that the Enemy in every 
point did flye from giving battell, they sailed with some 
calme weather, "and the Enemies after them, shooting 
alwayes at the Rearward, untilJ the seventh, that our 
Fleet ancored in the Road of S. John, betwixt Calleis 
and Bollin, nine leagues from Dunkerk, and the Enemies 
did the like, the neerest they could to England. 

The night being approached, the Enemies got up their 
Ankers to get wind, and not to suffer our Ships to goe 
out of the Road to Sea, because they had trimmed eight 
Ships of fire, which with the current of the water, should 
have put themselves amongst our Ships to have burnt 
them. But my Lord the Duke, foreseeing the danger 
prevented them, with commandement that the Ships that 
were neerest should cut their Cables, and take up the 
others with a readinesse uncredible: and with this the 
Enemies pretence was hindered, and so got the Sea most 
bravely and with good fortune, that if hee had not done 
it our Army should have beene in an evill case, for in 
the very place where we left, there was shot off by them 
out of those fiery Ships, such Fires and other Engines, 
that were sufficient to burne the Sea, much more Ships 
which are made of Wood and Pitch. 

In this departure, the Captaine of the Galeasses had 
a great mischance: for getting up her Anker, a Cable 
fell foule of her Helme, that shee could not follow the 
rest, which caused one of her sides to lie so hi~h that 
her Ordnance could not play, and so twentie five Pmnaces 
came and battered her, and with all this, if the Mariners, 
Souldiers and Rowers that were in her, had not cast them-
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'\I ttlr ~" I " h<iJen f" e,lal' r II~' I 
1 { it M n~i:a I aJ .. ltf{uJnJ tHor a ! ~ J i.!nlll 
h( "alTl{ WIO l~ \(I~I ,"hIt( ,,' Ill, ~"ttajl,r Il,tt, I tiC' 

\1.11. k !(d I 1",0 l .. lnc-t h I. the pI: l'lr n (!Ur 
({ de tnt (,aka x and all t"at "'.1 In her and 

de\)\O'rJ thc ","'C 10 our :-'p\Crall;nIC 1 rd the hlnp 
:"11 In! tel 

~t ,i" I'me Ihc nukc had <I \[r) (~ l...r w'f.ti • .tl,d 
the Ike iu.d t~c QuC'enes J·lcci and to Illt\ 1'11' ll'l J ;J.~d 
b) the Igbl 01 J)uukt-rkc, IMSOl1lllth 1I thcl (111 I.snd 
kll[\\ the (,alII,," !:i .• '\bn:n, :and Olhcr!llh~t wcnt fi,.hllng 
\IOltn Ihe I nghsh \rm~, and 10 tlu order Ibel 'Acnl 1111 

,h~ 1\\clfth 
'\hrNard~ Inq 'lUlie, thu Iht'lr c:ame Inl(,) C.aIJCIS a 

:-'htp. "h,ch ann; th:lt the twelflh d:ty they did !<.eC tht 
1\10 • 1:1«1$ lo~ether in fip'nt: ::InCllher "hlch C3n1e J.flU­
'";trd .. , :lId he had '>Cene lOme !:ihtp~ ~po) ltd :l.nd lornc, 
lnd (':"r.u11 them they threw ('Iut thcir ba~g-:t.ce \\hich thc\ 
~:\\ed In Boat~, whIch arp-uclh Ihc)' ~erc ~hlrs (,f 'hC' 
F ncmlCS, (or that our men h2d no puce H1 "",ye Ihcm· 
!iClvcs, nor there \\erc none o( them :l.rnn·d 11110 n:t!ldt'r~, 
\\hi,h ·"":lS their place ('( returnC'. 

O U, of Enf!b.nd w:a~ ad\l~e gl,'cn. thaI on the: 
thirteenth at'nyed fi(leenc of the QIt:t'JlC'S ;"'hir~, 

and they uiJ that the G:I.!leon t,. l\hrtl1t, .... here1l1 my 
Lord the Duke i~ (whom God pre:.en·e) had t'nC'OulllrcJ 
WIth Drake, and had grapplC'd hi!> Sh,p, nnd (:tpu\'cd hi~ 
Per!;On, and other Noble r,llf!lj~hmen, :wd taken other 
fifteene Ship~, hCl>1de others that were di~tn:~~cd, and thc 
Duke wilh his 1·leet followed hIS \\3.)' to !)wtl;lnd, bec:lusc 
the wind was nOI cnrne about. 

\"lith the<;e newes his M:l.jcsty restelh \·t'r~ much COli' 
tented, and caused thcm to be sent 10 the l ·.mprcs~e, by 
the hOindlo of Franci!;('o Y diaquci'., hiS Secret;!f) of 1-:st.llc. 

Imprinted in !'cvll1. In the ll nusc of (o'ntO de Lara, 
Printer of Bookes, h)t licence of the Coullte of Or~otl, 
Aisi~t:l.llt In Sc:vill 
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Chap. XII. 

A Discourse of the Portllgall Voyage. A. 1589. 
Sir John Norris and Sir Francis Drake 
Generalls, wr itten (as is thought) by Colonel! 
Antonie W ingfi eld, imployed in the same 
Voyage, formerly publ ished by his fr iend to 
whom it was written ; and here abbreviated. 

Aving determinately purposed to put on 
tbis habite of a Souldier, I grew doubtfull 
whether to employ my time in the warres 
of the Low-countries, which are in 
auxiliarie manner maintained by her 
Majestie, or to follow the fortune of 
this voyage, which was an adventure of 

her and many honourable personages, in revenge of 
unsupportable wrongs offered unto the estate of our 
Countrey by the Castilian King: in arguing whereof, 
I finde that by how much the Challenger is reputed before 
the Defendant, by so much is the journey to bee preferred 
before those defensive Warres. For had the Duke of 
Parma his turne beene to defend, as it was his good fortune 
to invade: from whence cou ld have proceeded that 
glorious honour which these late warres have laid upon 
him, or what could have beene said more of him, then 
of a Respondent (though never so valiant) in a private 
Duell? Even that he hath done no more then by his 
honour he was tied unto. For the gaine of one T owne, 
or any small defeat giveth more renowme to the Assailant, 
then the defence of a Countrey, or the withstanding of 
twentie encounters, can yeeld any man who is bOllnd by 
his place to guard the same: whereof as well the particu­
lars of our age, especially in the Spaniard, as the reports 
of former H istories may assure us, which have still Jayed 
the fame of all warres upon the Invader. And doe not 
ours in these dayes live obscured in Flanders, either not 
having wherewithall to manage any warre, or not putt ing 
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(lll .\rmes, hUI to defend them h·c "I n the cnem, 
shlll pr(\Curc theT; = \\ hCI"1."2 In ttu hrlrt lime 01 our 
AJ.\cl1lurc. \H: h:l.\c \"Hl l. I \In hy I sol:adc. t:mcr J 
:anJ :I~s.3uhcd 31l",her, ('\erlhrn",nc 2. mlJ,::hllc Pnflccs 
po'\("r in the I IclJ. landed our \rrn\" In Iht~ xu:n.ll 
pb..:cs of hI' h.Hl!;domc, marched M:vcn d:a~c In the heart 
f his COulltr,. I~·cn tln« nights In the ~uburb! 01 f\ls 

rrlnopall L,I1C, hatt·n hi {Mees 11110 Ihe (,:I;fc thereof, 
2nd pol>l'C~:-cd tw ..... of hIS tronutr I'orts., :as 5Ju.1I In dl,", 
cour-.e there.f more partlcularlr appc:a.rc BUI our .\tmy. 
whICh hath nOI COH her !,hjeHic much ,,00\;(' the thIrd 
pari c,( one yccrc cxpt'ncC' III the I.t-, .... .(nunlru: , h3th 
:already j; ~ led :I J;~t rafl of t.he rro\ I$lon hee' h:l.) 
m2dc :11 the Groinc ()f :l11 $C'rt". I. r 2. Ill:,", '\ 1\ 2~C mit) 
En!!l3nd ~ burnt three e,f hl~ ~hir', ",hen:d (lne "'3 the 
~cc(lnd In the b~l ~'ecre exredillon, C'lllleJ ~. JU3n de 
Colondo; taken from hiS above 150. Peece 01 ~oo.:i 
arnllen'; cut oR' more thcn 60. II ulke~. and :0. ,. rcneh 
Ships ~ell manned fit and rC:3d,- to f.erv(' him fl'r men 
of warre agaimt us, laJen tor his Mllfe '" Ilh CC'fIle, 
Victualls, Ma~ts, Cahles and other mrrch:tndi7l:s; ~bine 
and taken the principall men of WUTe hee h:ld 1M (';aliti:l. 
made Don Pedro Enrique'i de Gusman, Conde de Fuelltes. 
Genenll of his force~ in Ponu~II, sh:lmefullr run at 
Peniche; laid along- of his best Commandcr in Li:.hon. 
wherefore I directly conclude Ih:ll thi<; proceedil\~ is the 
most safe and neces~3ry way to be held again~t him, and 
therefore more importing then Ihr warrr in the I.ow­
countries. I doubt not but this voyage halh sufficiently 
made knowne what they are even upon their owu(' dung-~ 
hill; 'AJUch, had it bin set out in such son as it was agreed 
upon by their first demand, it mi~hl have m:lde our 
Nation the most glorious people of the world. For hath 
no! the want of eight of the twelve P eeces of Artiller~', 
which were promised unlO the Adventure, lo5! her Majesty 
the pos&ession of the Groine 3ud man)' other pi:J.cc~, as 
hereafter shall appe:t.re; whose defensible rampiers \\ ere 
greater then our battery (such as it wac;) cold force: :lI1d 
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therefore were left unattempted? It was also resolved 
to have sent 600. English Horses of the Low-countries, 
whereof wee had not one, notwithstanding the great 
charges expended in their transportation hither; and that 
may the Army assembled at Puente de Burgos thanke 
God of, as well as the forces of Portllgall, who fore-raD 
us six dares together: Did we not want seven of the 
thirteen old Companies, which we should have had from 
thence: foure of the ten Dutch Companies; and six of 
their men of Warre for the Sea, from the Hollanders: 
which I may justly say wee wanted, in that we might 
have had so many good Souldiers, so many good ships, 
and so many able bodies more then wee had? Did there 
not upon the first thinking of the journey, divers gallant 
Courtiers put in their names for Adventurers to the sum 
of 10000. Ii. who seeing it went forward in good earnest, 
advised themselves better) and laid the want of so much 
money upon the journey? Was there not moreover a 
round summe of the adventure spent in levying) furnish­
ing) and maintaining three moneths one thousand five 
hundred men for the service of Berghen, with which 
Companies the Mutinies of Ostend were suppressed, a 
service of no small moment? 

What misery the detracting of the time of our setting 
out, which should have beene the first of February, did 
lay upon us, too many can witnesse: and what extremitie 
the want of that months victualls which wee did eat, 
during the moneth wee lay at P limouth for wind, might 
have driven us unto, no man can doubt of, that knoweth 
what men doe live by, had not God given us in the end 
a more prosperous wind and shorter passage into. Galitia 
then hath been often seene, where our owne force :lnd 
fortune revictualled us largely: of which crosse winds, 
that held us two dayes after our going out, the GenernJls 
being weary, thrust to Se:l in the same, wisely chusing 
rather to :lttend the change thereof there, then by being 
in Harboll r to lose any part of the better. when it should 
come by having their men on sho:lre: in which twO dayes 
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twentie five of our Companies shipped in part of the 
Fleet "cre scattered from us, either not being able or 
willing to double Ushant. 

These burdens lared upon our Generalis before their 
going out, thc), have patiently endured, and I thinke they 
havt! thereby much enlarged their honour: for having 
done thus much with the want of our Artiller)" 600. 
Horse, 3000. Foot, '20000. Ii. of their adventure, and 
one moneths victualls of their proportion, what may be 
conjectured they would have done with their full comple­
ment? For our instruction a~inst them, who had almost 
seduced l'oU from {he true oplllion you hold of such men, 
you shal understand that Gener:lll Norris from his booke 
W:lS tr:lined up in the warres of the Admirall of Fr:lnce, 
and in very young ),eeres had charge of men under the 
Earle of Essex in Ireland: which with what commenda­
tions hee then discharged, I lea\'e to the report of them 
who observed those services. Upon the breach betwixt 
Don John and the States, he was made Colonell Gencrall 
of all the English Forces there present, or to come, which 
he continued two yeeres; he was then made Marshall 
of the Field under Conte H ohenlo: and after thlt, 
Generall of the Army in Frisland: at his comming home 
in the time of Monsieurs government in Flanders, he 
was made Lord President of Munster in Ireland, which 
he yet holdeth, from whence within one yeere hee was 
sent for, and scnt General! of the English Forces, which 
her Majestie lent then to the Low-countries, which he 
held till the Earle of Leicesters going over. And he 
was made Marshall of the F ield in England, the enemy 
being. upon our Coast, and when it was expected the 
Crowll,e of England should have beene tried by battell. 
All which places of Command, which never Englishman 
successively attained untO in fo rraine warres, and the high 
places her Majestic hath thought him worthy of, ma}' 
suffice to perswade you that hee was not altogether unlikely 
to discharge that he undenooke. 

' Vha t Tame Generall Drake hath gotten by his journey 
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rot they take, they cannot be kept from theIr liquor: 
doe they thmke that those base disordered persons whom 
thcmsekes sent unto us, as living at home without rule, 
who hearing of Wine doc lone: for it as a daincie that 
their purses" couJd never reach to in Engbnd, and having 
it there without money even in their houses where they 
lie and hold their guard, can be kept from being drunke ; 
and once drunke, held in any order or tunc, except we 
had for every drunkard an Officer to attend him? But 
who bee they that have run into these disorders? Even 
our newest men, our youngest men, and OUf idlest men, 
:lnd for the most part OUf slovenly prest men, whom the 
Justices (who have alwares thought unworthily of any 
warre) have sent out as the scum and dregs of the 
Countrcy. And tho5e were they) who distempering them­
selves with their hot "Vines) have brought in that sicknesse, 
which hath infected honester men then themselves. But 
I hope, as in other places the recovery of the disease) 
doth acquaint their bodies with the ayre of the Countrey 
where they be) so the rem3inder of these which have 
either recovered, or past without sicknesse will prove 
most fit for Martiall services. 

If we have wanted Surgeons, may not this rather be 
laid upon the Captaines (who are to provide for their 
severall Companies) then upon the Generalls, whose care 
hath been more general!. And how may it be thought 
that every Captaine, upon whom most of the charges 
of raising their Companies was laid as an adventure) could 
provide themselves of all things expedient for a war, 
which was alwayes wont to be maintained by the purse 
of the Prince. But admit every Captain had his Surgeon: 
yet wer~ the want of curing neverthelesse: for our English 
Surgeol'\s (for the most part) bee unexperienced in hurts 
that come by shot; because England hath not knowne 
wa.rres but of late, from whose ignorance proceeded this 
discomfort, which I hope will warne those that hereafter 
goe to the warres, to make preparation of such as may 
better preserve mens lives by their skill. 
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panies as they passed too and fro that night and the next 
morning. General! Norris having that morning before day 
viewed the Towne, found the same defended on the Land 
side (for it standeth upon the necke of an !land) with a 
wall upon a dry Ditch: whereupon hee resolved to try 
in twO places what might be done against it by Escalade, 
and in the mcane time advised for the landing of some 
Artllleric to be upon the Ships and Callies) that they 
might not annoy us; which being put in execution, upon 
the planting of the first P eece the Callies abandoned the 
Road, and betooke them to FeroH, not farre from thence: 
and the Armada being beaten with the Artillery and 
Musketers that ,vere placed upon the next shoare, left her 
playing upon us. The rest of the day was spen t in 
preparing the Companies, and other provisions readie 
for the surprise of the base T owne, which was effected 
in this sort. 

There were appointed to bee landed 1200. men, under 
the conduct of Colonell H untley, and Captaine Fenner 
the Vice-Admirall, on tha t side next fronting us by water 
in long Boates and P innaces, wherein were placed many 
Peeces of Artillery to beat upon the Towne in their 
approach: at the corner of the wall, which defended the 
other water side, were appointed Captain Richard Wing­
field, Lieutenant ColonelJ to Generall Norris, and Captaine 
Sampson, Lieutenant Colonel! to Generall Drake, to 
enter at low water with five hundred men if they found 
it passable, but if not, to betake them to the Escalade, 
for they had also Ladders with them: at the other corner 
of the wall, which joy ned to that side that was attempted 
by water, were appointed Colonell Umpton, and Colonell 
Bret, with th ree hundred men to enter by Escalade. All 
the Companies which should enter by Boat being imbarked 
before the low water, and having given the alarme, 
Captaine Wingfield and Captaine Sampson betooke them 
to the Escalade, for they had in commandement to charge 
all at one instant. T he Boats landed without any great 
difficuitie: yet had they some men hurt in landing. 
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Colonell Bret, and Colonell Umpton entred their qUllrter 
without encounter, not findin~ any defence made against 
them: for Captaine H inder being one of them that entred 
by water, at his first entry, with some of his owne com­
panie whom hee trusted well, betooke himselfe [0 that part 
of the wall, which hee eleered before that they offered to 
enter, and so scoured the wall, til! he came on the backe 
of them, who maintained the fight against Captain Wing­
field and Captaine Sampson; who were twice beaten from 
their Ladders, and found very good resistance, till the 
enemies perceiving ours entred in two places at their 
backes, were driven to abandon the same. The reason 
why that place was longer defended then the other, is (as 
Don Juan de Luna, who commanded the same affirmeth) 
that the enemie that day had resolved in counsell how to 
make their defences, if they were approached: and therein 
concluded, that, if wee attempted it by water, it was not 
able to bee held, and therefore lipan the discovery of our 
Boates, they of the high Towne should make a si~nall by 
fire from thence, that all the low Towne might make their 
retreat thither: but they (whether troubled with the 
sudden terror we brought upon them, or forgetting their 
decree) omitted the fire, which made them guard that place 
till we were entred on every side. 

Then the Towne being entred in three several! places 
with an huge cry, the Inhabitants betooke them to the 
high Towne: which they might with lesse perill doe, for 
that ours being strangers there, knew not the way to c~t 
them off. The rest that were not put to the sword In 

furie, fled to the Rocks in the Iland, others hid themselves 
in Chambers and SelJers, which were every day found in 
great numbers. 

Amongst those Don Juan de Luna, a man of very good 
commandement, havine: hidden himselfe in a hou~, did 
the next morning yeeld himselfe. There was al~o t2.ken 
that night a Commissarie of victuals, called Juan de Vera, 
who confessed that there were in the Craine at our entrie 
five hundred Souldiers, being in seven Companies, which 
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returned ver) weake (as appcareth br the small numbers 
of them) from the journey of England. The rest fulling 
into the hands of the common Souldicrs, had their throats 
cut, to the number of five hundred as 1 conjecture, first 
and last, after wee had cotted the Towne; :lnd in the entry 
thereof there was found everie Seller full of V·line, whereon 
our men by inordinate drinking, both grew themselves for 
the present senslesse of the danger of the shot of the 
Town, which hurt many of them being drunk, and tooke 
the first ground of their sickncsse; fo r of such was our 
fust and chiefest mortalitie. There was also abundant 
store of VictuaUs, Salt, and all kind of provision for 
shipping and the warre : which was confessed by the said 
Commissary of VictuaJls taken there, to be the beginning 
of a Magasin of all SOrtS of provision for a new Voyage 
into England; whereby you may conjecture what the 
spoile thereof hath advantaged us, and prejudiced the 
King of Spaine. 

The next morning about eight of the clocke the 
enemies abandoned their Ships. And having over· 
charched the Artillery of the Gallion, left her on fire, 
which burnt in terrible sort two daies together, the fire 
and overcharging of the Peeces being so great, as of fiftie 
that were in her, there were not above sixteene taken out 
whole; the rest with overcharge of the powder being 
broken and molten with heat of the fire, were taken out 
in broken pieces into divers Ships. The same day was 
the Cloister of the South side of the Towne entred by 
us, which joyned verie neere to the wall of the Town, 
out of the chambers and other places whereof we bea t 
into the same with our Musketiers. 

The 'oext day in the afternoone there came downe some 
two thousand men, gathered together out of the Countrey, 
even to the gates of the Towne, as resolutely (led by 
what spirit I know not) as though they would have entred 
the same; but at the first defence made by ours that had 
the guard there, wherein were slaine about eighteene of 
theirs, they tooke them to their heeles in the same disorder 

5'5 

/"um,uo(( 
dri"k;,,& (111m 

if I;{klfnu. 

NtUJ t'f/Jogt fa 
E"gl,lIfd 
i"""dd. 

CalliM bur"f. 



'.D. P UIlC II ,\ S 111 5 PILG IlI ~ I ES 
I SH9· 

they made theif approach, and with greater speed then 
ours were able to follow: notwithstanding wee followed 
after them morc then a mile. The second day Colonell 
Huntley was sellt into the Countrey with three or foure 
hundred men, who brought home very great store of 
Kine :1nd Sheepe for our reliefe. 

The third day in the night, the Generall had in purpose 
to take a long Munition-house builded upon their wall, 
opening towardes us, which would have given great 
advantage against them; but they knowing the com­
modity thereof for us, burnt it in the beginning of the 
evening; which put him to a new cDuncell: for he had 
likewise brought some Artillery to that sioe of the Town. 

DallgmlilJ During this time there happened a very great fire in the 
fin. lower end of the Towne; which, had it not bin by the 

care of the Generals heedily scene unto, and the fury 
thereof prevented by pulling downe many houses which 
were most in danger, as next unto them, had burnt all 
the provisions we found there, to our wonderfull 
hinderance. 

The fourth day, were planted under the guard of the 
Cloisters two Demy-canons, and twO Colverings ag:a.inst 
the Towne, defended or gabbioned with a crosse wall, 
thorow which our battery lay; the first and se<:ond tire 
whereof shooke all the wall down, so as all the Ordnance 
lay open to the Enemy, by reason wherof some of the 
Canoniers were shot and some shine. The Lieutenant 
aJso of the Ordnance, M. Spencer, was shine fast by Sir 
Edward Norris, Master thereof: whose valour being 
accompanied with an honourable care of defending that 
trust committed unto him, never left that place, till he 
received direction from the Generall his brother to cease 
the battery, which he presently did, leaving n guard upon 
the same for that day; and in the night following made 
so good defence for the place of the battery, as after there 
were very few or none annoyed therein. That dar 
Captaine Goodwin had in commandement from the 
Genera]], that when the assault should be given to the 
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Towne, he should make :1 proffer of an Escalade on the 
other side, where he held his guard: but he (mistaking 
the signall that wouJd have beene given) attempted the 
same fong before the assault, and was shot in the mouth. 
The same day the General! having planted his Ordnance 
ready to batter, caused the Towne to be summoned; 
in which summons they of the Towne shot at our Drum: 
immediately after that there was one hanged over the 
wall, and a parle desired; wherein they gave us to under­
stand, that the man hanged was hee that sho t at the Drum 
before: wherein they all intreated to have fuire wars, with 
promise of the same on their parts. The feSt of the parle 
was spent in talking of Don Juan de Luna, and some 
other prisoners, and somewhat of the rendring of the 
T owne, but not much, for they listned not greatly 
thereunto. 

Generall Norris having by his skilfull view of the 
Towne (which is almost all seated upon a Rocke) found 
one place thereof mineable, did presently set workemen 
in hand withal!; who after three daies labour (and the 
seventh after we were entred the base Towne) had bedded 
their Powder, but indeed not farre enough into the wall. 
Against which time the breach made by the Canon being 
thought assaultable, and Companies appointed as well to 
enter the same, as that which was expected should be 
blowne up by the Mine: namely, to that of the Canon, 
Captaine Richard \Vingfield, and Captaine Philpot, who 
led the Generalls Foot-company, with whom also Captaine 
Yorke went, whose principall commandement was over the 
H orse-men. And to that of the Mine, Captaine John 
Samr~on, and Captainc Anthony Wingfield L ieutenant 
Colonel! to the Master of the Ordnance, with certaine 
selected out of divers Regiments. All these Companies 
being in Armes, and the assault intended to be given in all 
places at an instant, fire was put to the traine of the Mine; 
by reason the Powder brake out backwardes in a place 
where the Cave was made too high, there could be nothing 
done in either place for that day. Du ring this time 
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Captai n Hinder was sent with some chosen out of every 
Company into the Country for provisions, whereof he 
brought in good store, and returned without losse. 

The next day Cap. Anthony Sampson was sent out with 
some five hund red to fetch in provisions for the Army, 
who was encountred by them of the Country, but he 
put them to flight, and returned with good spoile. The 
same night the Miners were set to worke againe, who by 
the second day after had wrought very well into the 
foundation of the wall. Against which time the Com­
panies aforesaid being in readinesse for both places 
(GeneraH Drake on the other side, with two or three 
hundred men in P innaces, making proffer to attempt a 
strong Fort upon an Iland before the Towne, where he 
left more then thirtie men) fire was given to the traine 
of the Mine, which blew up halfe the Tower under which 
the Powder was planted. T he assailants having in charge 
upon the effecting of the Mine presently to give the 
assault, performed it accordingly; but too soone: for 
having entred the tOP of the breach, the other ha lfe of 
the Tower, which with the first force of the Powder was 
onely shaken and made loose, fell upon our men: under 
which were buried about twentie or thirtie, then being 
under that part of the Tower. This so amazed our men 
that stood in the breach, not knowing from whence that 
terror came, as they forsooke their Commanders, and left 
them among the ruines of the Mine. The two Ensignes 
of Generall Drake and Captaine Anthony Wingfield wefe 
shot in the breach, but their colours were rescued: the 
Generalls by Captaine Sampsons Lieutenant, and Captaine 
Wingfields by himselfe. Amongst them that th~ wall 
feU upon, was Cap. Sydenham pittifully lost; who having 
three or foure great stones upon his lower parts, was held 
so fast, as neither himselfe could stirre, nor any reasonable 
company recover him. Notwithstanding the next day 
being found to be alive, there was ten or twelve lost in 
attempting to relieve him. 

The breach made by the Canon, was wonderfully well 
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The next day the Generall hearing by a prisoner that 
was brought in, that the Conde de Andrada had assembled 
an Armie of eight thousand at Puente de Burgos, sixe 
milcs from thcnce in thc way to Pctance, which was but 
the begin ning of an Armie: in that there was a greater 
lcavy ready to come thither under the Conde de Altomira; 
either in purpose to relieve the Craine, or to encampe 
themselves neere the place of our embarking, there to 
hinder the same; for to that purpose had the Marquesse 
of Seralba, written to them both the first night of our 
landing, as the Commissary taken then confessed, or at 
the least to stop our further entrance into the Countrey, 
(for during this time, there were many incursions made 
of three or foure hundred at a time, who burnt, spoiled, 
and brought in victuaUs plentifully) the Cenerall, I say, 
hearing of this Armie, had in purpose the next day 
following to visite them, against whom hee carried but 
nine Regiments: as in the Vanrguard were the Regiment 
of Sir Roger Williams, Sir Edward Norris, and Colonell 
Sidney: in the Battaile, that of the Generall of Colonell 
Lane, and Coloncll Mcdkerk: and in the Reareward, Sir 
Henry Norris, Colonell Huntley, and Colonell Brets 
Regiments; leaving the other five Regiments with 
Gcncrall Drake, for the guard of the Cloister and Artillery. 
About ten of the clocke the next day, being the sixt of 
May, halfe a mile from the Campe, wee discovering the 
enemy, Sir Edward Norris, who commanded the Vant­
guard ill chiefe, appointed his Lieutenant Colonell 
Captaine Anthony Wingfield to command the shot of the 
same, who divided them into three troupes; the one he 
appointed to Captain Middleton to be conducted in aw:ty 
on the left h:tnd: another to Captain Erington to take 
the wayan the right h:tnd, and the bodie of them (which 
werc Musquetiers) Capt:tine Wingfield tooke himselfe, 
keeping the direct way of the march . But the w:ty taken 
by Capraille Middleton met a little before with the way 
held by Captaine Wingfield, so as he giving the first 
charge upon the enemy, was in the instant seconded by 
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Captaine V·,tingfield, who beat them from place to place 
(they having very good places of defence, and crosse " 'alles 
which they might have held long) till they betooke them 
to their Bridge, which is over a creeke camming out of 
the Sea, builded of Stone upon Arches. On the foot of 
the further side whereof, lay the Campe of the enemy very 
strongly entrenched, who with our shot beaten to the 
further end of the Bridge, Sir Edward Norris marching 
in the point of the Pikes, without stay passed to the 
Bridge, accompanied with Colonel] Sidney, Captaine 
Hinder, Captaine Fulford, and divers others, who found 
the way cleere over the same, but throu~h an incredible 
volley of shot; for that the shot of their Army flanked 
upon both sides of the Bridge, the further end whereof 
was barricaded with Barrells: but they who should have 
guarded the same, seeing the proud approach wee made, 
torsooke the defence of the barricade, where Sir Edward 
entred, and charging the first defendant with his Pike, 
with very earnestnesse in overthrusting, fell, and was 
grievously hurt at the sword in the head, but was most 
nonourably rescued by the Generall his brother, accom­
panied with Colonell Sidney, and some other Gentlemen: 
Captaine Hinder also having his Caske shot off, had five 
wounds in the head and face at the sword: and Captaine 
Fulford was shot in the left arme at the same encounter: 
yet were they so thorowly seconded by the General1, who 
thrust himselfe so neere to give encouragement to the 
attempt (which was of wonderfuH difficultie) as their 
bravest men that defended that place being overthrowne, 
their whole Army fell presently into rout, of whom our TI" no/able 
men h4d the chase three miles in foure sundry waies, n:mhrw.' 
which they betooke themselves unto. There was taken gltlm /0 /he 
h S 'd d 'h h K' A db br' Sf/JniarJlaf t e tan ar WIt t e mgs rmes, an orne eIOre the PUn/( at 

General!. How many two thousand men (for of so many Burgol. 
consisted our Vantguard) might kill in pursuit of foure 
sundry parties, so many you may imagine fell before us 
that day. And to make the number more great, our 
men having given over the execution, and returning to 
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their stands, found many hidden in the Vineyards and 
LIedgcs, which they dispatched. Abo ColoneU Medkerk 
was sent with his Regiment three miles further to a 
Cloister, which hee burnt and spoiled. wherein he found 
two hundred more, and put them to the sword. There 
were slaine in this I1ght on our side andy Captain Cooper, 
and one private Souldier; Captaine Barton W;J.S also hurt 
upOn the Bridge in the eye. But had you scene the 
strong barricades they had made on either side of the 
Bridge, and how strongly they lay encamped thereabouts, 
you would have thought it a rare resolution of Dun to 
give so br::lve a charge upon an Armie so "[tangly lodged. 
After the fury of the execution, the Generall scnt the 
Vantguard one wa)'. and the battell another, to burne and 
spoile; so as yOll might have scene the Countrey more 
then three miles compasse on fire. There was found 
very good store of Munition and victualls in the Campc, 
some plate and rich apparell) which the better sort left 
behind, they were so hotly pursued. Our Sailers aha 
landed in an Iland next adjoyning to our ships, where they 
burnt and spoiled all they found. Thus we returned to 
the Craine, bringing small comfort to the enemy within 
the same, who shot many times at us as we marched out; 
but not once in our comming backe againe. 

The next day was spent in shipping our Artillery landed 
for the battery) and ot the rest taken at the Groine. which 
had it beene such as might have given us any assurnnce 
of a better battery, or had there beene no other purpose 
of our journey but that, I thinke the Genernll would 
have spent some more time in the siege of the place. 

The two last nights) there were that undertookt to fire 
the higher Towne in one place, where the houses were 
builded upon the wall by the water side; but they within 
suspecti ng as much, made so good defence ag-ainst u~, 
a'i they prevenled the same. In our departure there w:u 
fire put into everie house of the low Towne, in!lOmuch as 
I may justly say, there was not one house left standing in 
the base T ow ne, or Ihe Cloister. 
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The next day, being the eight of May, wee embarked 
our Armie without Josse of a man, which (had wee not 
beaten the enemie at Puente de Burgos) had beene 
impossible to have done. 

After we had put from thence, we had the wind so 
contrarie, as we could not under nine daies recover the 
Budings: in which passage on the thirteenth day the 
Earle of Essex, and with him M. ,"Yalter Devereux his 
brother (a Gentleman of wonderfull great hope) Sir Roger 
Williams, Colonel! General! of the Footmen, Sir Philip 
Buder, who hath alwaies beene most inward with him, 
and Sir Edward Wingfield, came into the Fleet. The 
Earle put off in the same wind from Falmouth, that wee 
left P!imouth in, where he lay, because he would avoid the 
importunitie of Messengers that were daily sent for his 
returne, and some other causes more secret to himselfe, 
not knowing (as it seemed) what place the Generals 
purposed to land in, had bin as f.'lr as Cadiz in Andaluzia, 
and lay up and downe about the South Cape, where hee 
[ooke some Ships laden with Corne, and brought them 
unto the Fleet. Also in his returne from thence to meet 
with our Fleet, he fell with the llands of Bayon; and on 
that side of the River which Cannas standeth upon, he, 
with Sir Roger "\Villiams, and those Gentlemen that were 
with him went on shoare, with some men out of the Ship 
he was in, whom the enemy that held guard upon that 
Coast, would not abide, but fled up into the Countrey. 

The sixteenth day we landed at Peniche in Portugal, 
under the shot of the Castle, and above the waste in the 
water, more then a mile from the town, wherin many were 
in perrI of drowning, by reason the wind was great, and 
the Sel;l. went high, which overthrew one Boat, wherein 
five and twentie of Captaine Dolphins men perished. 
The enemy being five Companies of Spaniards, under the 
commandement of Conde de Fuentes, sallied out of the 
town against us, and. in our landing made their approach 
dose by the water SIde. But the Earle of Essex with 
Sir Roger "\Villiams, and his brother, having ianded 
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sufficient number to make twO troupes, left one to hold 
the way by the water side, and led the other over the 
Sand-hills; which the enemy seeing, drew theirs likewise 
further into the Land; not, as we conjectured, to encounter 
us, but indeed to make their speedie passage away: 
notwithstanding they did it in such sort, as being charged 
by ours which were sent out by the Colonell generall under 
Captaine Jackson, they stood the same even to the push 
"f the Pike: in which charge and at the push, Captaine 
Robert Piew was slaine. The enemy being fled further 
then we had reason to follow them, all our Companies were 
drawne to the T own; which being unfortified in any 
place, wee found undefended by any Qlan against us. 
And therefore the Generall caused the Casue to bee sum­
moned that night; which being abandoned by him that 
commanded it, a P ortugall named Antonio de Aurid, being 
possessed thereof, deSIred but to be assured that Don 
Antonio was bnded, whereupon he would deliver the 
same; which he honestly performed. There was taken 
out of the Castle some hundred Shot and Pikes, which 
Don Emanuel furnished his Portugalls withall, and [Wende 
Barrells of Powder: so as possesslIlg both the Town and 
the Castle, we rested there one day; wherin some Friars 
and other poore men came unto their new King, promising 
in the name of their Countrey next adjoyning, that within 
two dayes hee should have a good suppl), of Horse and 
Foot for his assistance. That day wce remained there, 
the Generals company of horses were unshipped. 

The Generalis there fully resolved, that the Annie 
should march over Land to Li sbon, under the conduct of 
General! Norris; and thnt General! Drnke should meet 
him in the River thereof with the Fleet; th:H there should 
bee One Company of Foot left in guard of the Castle, and 
six in the Ships: :llso that the sicke and hurt should 
rcmaine there with provisions for their cures. 

In this march Cnptnine Crispe the Provost Marshall 
caused olle who (contrnry to the .Proclnmntion published 
at our ttrrivall in .Portuga ll) had broken \lp an house for 
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pillage, to bee hanged, with the cause of his death upon 
his breast, in the place where the act was committed: 
which good example providently given in the beginning Good 
of our march, caused the commandement to be more dil(ipl;1I.-. 

respectively regarded all the journey after, by them whom 
feare of punishment doth only hold within compasse. 
The Campe lodged that night at Lorinha: the next dly 
we had intelligence all the way. that the enemy had made 
head of Horse and Foot against us at Torres Vedras, 
which wee thought they would have held: but camming 
thither the second day of our march, not two houres before 
our Vantguard came in, they left the Towne and Castle 
to the possession of Don Antonio . 

There began the greatest want we had of victuals, WI1l1lo/ 
espet:iaUy of bread, upon a commandement given from the hrtl1d. 

Generall, that no man should spoile the Country, or take 
any thing from any Portu~ll: which was more respec· 
tively observed, then I thwke would have bin in our 
owne Countrey, amongst our owne friends and kindred: 
but the Countrey (contrary to promise) wholly neglected 
the prevision of victuals for us, wherby we were driven 
for that time into a great scarsity. \Vhich moved the 
Colonell Generall to call all the Colonells together, and with 
them to advise of some better course for our people: who 
thought it best, first to advertise the King what necessitie 
we were in, before we should of our selves aher the first 
institution of abstinence. The Colonell generall, having 
acquainted the Generall herewith, with his very good 
allowance thereof, went to the King; who after some 
expostulations used, tooke the more care full order fo r 
our men, and after that our Armie was more plentifully 
relieved. 

The third day we lodged our Armie in three sundry 
Villages, the one Battalion lying in Exarama de los 
Cavalleros, another in E xarama de Obispo, and the thi rd 
in San Sebastian. Captai n Yorke who commanded the 
Generalls H orse Company, in th is march made triall of 
the valour of the H orsemen of the enemy; who by one 
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of his Corporals charged with eight Horses chorow tonie 
of chern, and himselfe thorow more then two hundred, 
with some fortie Horses: who would abide him no longer 
thell they could make way from him. 

The next day we marched to Lores, and had divers 
Inte ll igences that the enemy would tarry us there: for 
the Cardinali had made publike promise to chem of Lisbon, 
that he would fight with us in that place, which he might 
have done advantageously; for we had a Bridge to passe 
over in the same place: but before our comming he 
dislodged, notwithstanding it appeared unto us that hee 
had in purpose to incampe there; for wee found the 
ground staked out where their trenches should have bin 
made: and their Horsemen with some tew Shot shewed 
themselves upon an Hill at our comming into that Village ; 
whom Sir H en ry Norris (whose Regiment had the point 
of che Vantgard) thought to draw unto some fight, and 
therefore marched without sound of Drum, and somewhat 
faster then ordinary, thereby to get neere them before he 
were discovered, for hee was shadowed from ch~m by an 
H ill that was betweene him and chern: but before he 
could draw his Companies any thing neere, they retired. 

General! Drakes Regiment that night, for thecommoditie 
of good lodging, drew themselves into a Village, more 
then one English mi le from thence, and neere the enemy: 
who not daring to doe any thing against us in foure dayes 
before, Tooke that occasion, and in the next morning fell 
downe upon that Regiment, crying, Viva el Rey Don 
Antonio, which was a genemll salutation thorow all the 
Countrey as they came: whom our young Souldiers 
(though it were upon thei r guard, and before tho watch 
were discharged) began to entertaine kindly, but having 
got within their guard, they feU to cut their throot'S: but 
the alarme being taken inward s, the Officer!: of the two 
next Companies, whose Captaines (Captain S),dnam and 
Captain Young) were brely dead ;It the Groine. brought 
downe their Colours and P ikes upon th~m in so resolute 
manner, as they presently drnve them to retire with l(ls~: 
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they killed of ours at the first entrance (ouneene, and 
hurt SIX or seven. 

The next day we lodged at Alvelana within three miles 
of Lisbon, where many of our Souldiers drinking in two 
places of standing waters by the way were poysoned, and 
thereon presently dyed. Some doe chinke it came rather 
by eating of Hony, which they found in the houses 
plentifully. But whether it were by Water or by H ony, 
the poore men were poisoned. That night the Earle of 
Essex and Sir Roger \Villiams went out about eleven of 
the clacke with 1000. men to lie in ambuscade neere the 
Town, and having laied the same very neere, sent some 
to give the al:trme unto the enemy: which was well 
performed by them that had the charge thereof, but the 
enemy refused to issue after them, so that the Earle 
remrned as soone as it was light without doing any thing, 
though he had in purpose, and was ready to have given an 
honourable charge on them. 

The ~S. of May in the evening we came to the Suburbs 
of Lisbon : at the very entrance whereof Sir Roger 
\ViIliams calling Captaine Anthony Wingfield with him, 
tooke thirtic Shot or thereabouts, and first scowred all the 
Streets till they came very neere the Towne; where they 
found none but old folkes and beggars, crying, Viva el 
H.ey Don Antonio, and the houses shut up: for they had 
carried much of their wealth into the Towne, and had 
fired some houses by the waterside, full of Corne and 
other provisions of victuaJls, least wee should be benefited 
thereby, but yet left behind them great riches in many 
houses. The foure Regiments that had the vantguard 
that day, which were Colonell Devereux, Sir Edward 
NOrrl~, Colonell Sidneys) and GeneraU Drakes (whom I 
name 'as they marched) the Colone11 generall caused to hold 
guard in the neerest Streets of the Suburbs: the Batte! 
and the Arrereward stood in Armes all the night in Field 
neere to Alcantara. Before morning Captaine Wing-field) 
by direction from the ColoneU general! Sir Roger Vo,Tilliams) 
held guard with Sir Edward Norris his Regiment in three 
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phllces very neere the Towne wall, and 50 held the $arne 
till the other Re~iment5 came in the morning. About 
midnight they within the Towne burnt all their housc, 
that stood upon their wall either within or without, least 
we possessing them, might thereby greatly have annoyed 
the Towne. 

The next morning Sir Roger Williams attempted (hut 
not without perill) [0 take a Church called S. Antonio, 
which joyned to the waU of the Towne, and would h:lve 
been a very evill neighbor to the Towne: but the enemy 
having more easie entry into it then wee, gained it before 
us. The rest of that morning .... '3S spent in quartering 
the Bauell and Arrereward in the Suburbs called Bona 
Vista, and in placing Musquetiers in houses, to front their 
Shot upon the wall, who from the S:tme scowred the grell 
Streets very dangerously. 

By this time our men being thorowly weary with our 
sixe da),es march, and the last nights watch, were desirous 
of rest; whereof the enemy being adverti~d, about one 
or two of the clocke sallied OUI of the Town, and made 
their approach in three severa11 Streets upon us, but chieR), 
in Colone11 Brets quarter: who (as most of the Annie 
was) bein8 at rest, with as much speed as he could, drew 
his men Into Armes, and made head against them so 
thorowl)" as himselfe was shin in the place, Capt:1ine 
Carsey shot thorow the thigh, of which hurt hee died 
within foure dayes after, Captaine Carre slaine presently, 
and Captaine Cave hurt (but not mort:1J1y) who were all 
of his Regiment. This resistance mnde as well here, ns 
in other quarters where Colone]] Lane nnd Colone11 Med­
kerk commanded, put them to :1 sudden foule rttre:u; 
insolTluch, as the Earle of Essex hnd the ch:1sc at" them 
even to the gates of the high Town, wherin the)' left 
behind them man)' of their best Commanders: their troure 
of H orsemen also came OUt, but being charged by C3pt:nn 
Yorke. withdrew rhem~e l ves agnine. Many of them also 
left the streets, and betooke them to hou~$ which ther 
found open: for the Sergeant Mlljor Captain \Vibon ye";' 
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In one house with his owne hands three or foure, and 
caused them that were with him to kill many others. 
Their [osse I can assure you did triple ours, as well in 
qualitie as in quanti tie. 

During our march to this place, Gencrall Drake with Ctn, Dra~tI 
the whole Fleet was come into Cascais, and possessed the (Om"';"!' 
Town without any resistance: many of the lnhabitants at 
their discovery of our Navie, fled with their baggage into [IV. x. 
the Mountaines, and left the Towne for any man that C ,19

23'] 
would pDssesse it, till Generall Drake sen t unto them by fi;:;:~". 
a Portugall Pilot which he had on boord, to offer them 
all peaceable kindnessc, so farre forth as they would accept 
of their King, and minister necessaries to the Armie he 
had brought; which offer they joyfully imbraced, and 
presently sent two chiefe men of their Town, to signifie 
their loyal tie to Don Antonio, & their honest affections to 
our people. ·Whereupon the GeneraU landed his Com-
panies not farre from the Cloister called San Domingo, 
but not without perill of the shot of the Castle, which 
being guarded with sixtie five Spaniards, held still against 
him. 

As our Fleet were casting anker when they came first 
into that Road, there was a small ship of Brasil that came 
from thence, which bare with them, and seemed by striking 
her sailes, as though she would also have ancred: but 
taking her fittest occasion hoi sed againe, and would have 
passed up the River, but the GeneralJ presently discerning 
her purpose, sen t out a Pinnace or two after her, which 
forced her in such sort, as she ran her selfe upon the 
R ocks; all the men escaped out of her, and the lading 
(being many chests of Sugar) was made nothing worth, 
by th~ Salt water. In his going thither also, he tooke Shipi fdol. 
Ships of the Port of Portugall, which were sent Tram 
thence, with fifteene other from Pedro Vermendes Xantes 
Sergeant Major of the same place, laden with men and 
victualls to Lisbon; the rest that escaped put into Setuve!' 

The next day it pleased Generall Norris to cal] all the Comu/ft1fiOll. 

Colonels together, and to advise with them, whether it 
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were more expedient to tarry there to attend the forces of 
the Portugal! llorse and Foot, whereof the King had 
made promise, and to march some convenient number to 
Cascais to fetch our Artillery and Munition which was all 
at our ships, saving that which for the necessity of the 
service was brought along with us: whereunto, some 
carried away with the vaine hope of Don Antonio, that 
the most p:lrt of the Town stood for us. hdd it best to 
make our abode there. and to send some three thousand 
of our Artillery: promising to themselves. that the Enemy 
being well beaten the day before, would ma.ke no more 
sallies: some others (whose unbeliefe was very strong of 
:lny hope from the PortugaJl) perswaded rnther to march 
wholly away, then to be any longer carried away with (he 
opinion of things, whereof there was so little appe:uance. 
The Gcnerall, not willing to leave any occasion of blot to 
be laid upon him for his speedie going from thence, nor 
to lose any more time by attending the hope of Don 
Antonio; told them, that though the expedition of 
Portugall were not the ondy purpose of their journey, 
but an adventure therein (which if it succeeded rrMper­
ously might make thcm sufficiently rich, and wonderfull 
honourable) and that the)' had done so much alreadie in 
triall thereof, as what end soever hnppened could nothing 
impaire their credits: yet in regard of the Kings last 
promise, that hee should have that night three thousand 
armed men of his owne Country, he would not for dut 
night dislodge. The King of Portu~1I (whether carried 
away with imagination, by the advertisements he received 
from the Portugalls, or willing by any promise to bring 
such an Armie into his Counrrey. thereby to put his 
fortune once more in tri:lll) assurc=d the Generall, tha\ upon 
his first landin~ there would be :l revolt of his subjects. 

After two nights staying at Lisbon, the King. a~ you 
have heard promised a supply of three thousand Foot. 
and .. orne Horse: but all hiS nppointment~ being c'CpllTd, 
even to the last of ;I Ili~ht, all hi~ H orse: could nor make 
a Cornet of fortie, nor hiS Foot furnish two Ensignes fully. 
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I. th h tho \ c ~ II ret: 'f I"ure: <: ,jour 2nd IhC'~ 
WC'rt' ~h ~clh('r ULh 2 IhQuehl 11,1 Inrl~h then '-C'h b} 
the: fUl e (f Inc r n('1 hboUT . fur Ihc\ commuted mc rc 
d rJer III c\t'n ri:llC" .... ~crc v.c c2I'ilC' by polle. Into 

an, ,t our 0"" he. 
The lrcllt"r.lII.:l you !.C:C:, having- done more ,he:n ~t~'re 

h comnung out (( Ln~hllJ W:J. reqUIred h) thc 1\.1O/!,. 
, d gncn lrt·JIIC to his m:J.n)·l'romi!<~. ('\en t,\ thc bre:lch 

f IFu! 12 t, he dC:$l~tcd ,wi to ~r wade him 10 tJ~ )ct 
nine: d.3H,"S lonC,'cr' In ",hlCh time hee mig-hi h3\'e cn~J:!cd 
tum~l(c furthc:r, then wllh :lnr honor he could come out 
, If aJ:!2111C'. by .tucmrtlOJ:! 3. Town fortified. '" herein \\(:rc: 
mort' mcn armed 3!!3;n~1 U'I, then we had to 0ppugnc them 
\\lthall. our Artillery and '\1unnion being tiftccne miles 
/Tom u~ :and our men then declimng; for there wa' the 
fir t ,hew of an} #!reat !'icknes~e among-st them Whereby 
t kemeth, that eIther hIs Prc1acie did much 3buse hIm 
n rt-r<w3din~ him to hopes, whereof after two. If thn 

d211:S hee s.:lW no ~mblance: or hee like 3 silh lo\'er, 
.... ho promiseeh himselfe f3\'our by imp!" nunlllg 3 co)' 
mi tre ~, thou~h( by our long being: bclon: his Towne, 
,h3t in the end taking piltie on him ther would let him 
In. What end the Friers h3d by follow in!! hIm \\lth such 
dc\ otion I know not, but ~ure I am, the L:litie did respite 
their homage till the), might "ee wlHCh way the \'ictorie 
might SW:lY; fC:lring to shew them~clves 3pparantiy unto 
him, least the ~f':lniard should after our departure (it we 
prev3iled not) call them to account: yet sent they under­
hand messag:es to him of obedience, therehy to !'ave their 
(Jwne, If he became King; but indeed very well contented 
to set Ihe Spaniard, :lnd us me by hlowes who ~hould 
(:lrry away the Crowne. For they be of so b3se a mould, 
as. they can very well subject themselves to :lny govern­
ment, where the), may live (rce from blowes, and ha"e 
libertie to become rich, being 10lh to indure ha22:1rd either 
of life or goods. For durst they have pUI 011 all)' minds 
Ihorow1y 10 revolt, they had three wOlldcrfulJ gre:lt 
occasions offered them during o llr being there, &c. 
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The next morning, seeing no performance of promise 
kept, the Generalt gave order for our marching away; 
himselfe, the Earle of Essex, and Sir Roger Williams 
remaining with the stand that was made in the high street, 
till the whole Armie was drawne into the Field, and so 
marched out of the Towne, appointing Captaine Richard 
Wingfield, and Captaine Anthony Wingfield in the 
Arrereward of them with the shot; thinking that the 
enemy (as it was most likely) would have issued out upon 
our rising; but they were otherwise advised. When we 
were come into the Field, everie Battalion fell into that 
order which by course appertained unto them, and so 
marched that night unto Cascais. Had wee marched 
thorow his Countrey as enemies, our SouJdiers had beene 
well supplied in all their wants: but had wee made enemies 
of the Suburbs of Lisbon, wee had beene the richest Armie 
that ever went out of England: for besides the particular 
wealth of every house, there were many Ware-houses by 
the water side full of all sorts of rich Merchandizes. 

In our march that day the Gallies which had somewhat, 
but not much annoyed us at Lisbon, (for that our way lay 
along the River) attended us till we were past S. Julians, 
bestowing many shot amongst us, but did no harme at 
all, saving that they strooke off a Gentlemans leg, and 
killed the Sergeant Majors Moile under him. The 
Horsemen also followed us afarre off, and cut off as many 
sicke men as were not able to hold in march, nor we had 
carriage for. 

After we had beene two daies at Cascais, wee had intel­
ligence by a Friar, that the enemy was marching strongly 
towards us, and then came as farre as S. Julian: which 
newes was so welcome to the Earle of Essex ar.'d the 
Generalls, as they offered everyone of them to give the 
Messenger an hundred Crownes if they found them in 
the pbce; for the Generall desiring nothing more then 
to fight with them in field roome, dispatched that night a 
Messenger with a Trumpet, by whom hee writ a Cartell 
to the General! of their Armic, wherein he gave thcm 
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the lie, in that it was by them reported that wee dislodged 
from Lisbon in disorder and {care of them (which indeed 
WJ. most false) for that it was five of the clceke In the 
morning before wee fell into Armes, and then went in such 
sort, as they had no courage to follow OUt upon us. Also 
he challenged him therein, to meet him the next morning 
with hi~ whole Annie, if hee dursl attend his camming, 
and there to tryout the justnesse of their <.Juarrell by 
battell; br whom also the Earle of Essex (who preferring 
the honour of the cause, which was his Countries, before 
his 0\\ nc sarctlc) sent a particular Cartell, offcrmg himselfe 
against any of theirs, if they had any of his qualitie; 
or If they would not admit of that; six, eight, or ten, or as 
many as they would appoint, should mtet so many of theirs 
in the head of our batteU to trie their fortunes with them; 
and that they should have assurance of their retume and 
honourable intreatie. 

The Cenerall accordingly made all his Armie readie, by 
thn:e of the c10cke in the morning, and marched e,·en to 
the place where they had encamped, but they were 
dislodged in the night in great disorder, being taken with 
a sudden fcare that we had been come upon them, as the 
GeneraU was the next day certainel)" informed: so as the 
Trumpet followed them to Lisbon, but could not get other 
answere to either of his Letters, but threatning to bee 
hanR"ed, for daring to bring such a message. Howbeit 
the Generall had caused to be written upon the backside 
of their Paspurt, that if they did offer any violence unto 
the Messenger:., he would hang the best rrisoners he had 
of theirs: which made them to advise better of the matter, 
and t~ returne them home; but without answere. 

J\fttr our Armie came to Cascais, and the Castle sum· 
moned, the Castellan thereof granted, that upon five or 
six shot of the Canon he would deliv('r the same, but not 
WIthout si~ht thereof. The Cenerall thinking that his 
distresse WIthin had been such for want of men or victuals, 
as he could not hold it many dayes, because hee saw it 
otherwise defensible enough, determined rather to make 
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him yeeld to that necessitic, then to bring the Canon, and 
therefore onely sec a guard upon the same, least any supply 
of those things which hee wanted should bee brou~ht unto 
them. But hee still standing upon these conditIons, the 
Generall about two dayes before hee determined to goe 
to Sea, brought three or foure Peeces of battery against it: 

Casfk o/CI1,' upon the first tire whereof he surrendered, and COffi­

(oit )'ftlJtd. pounded to goe away with his baggage and Armes: hee 
had one Canon, two Culverings, one Basiliske, and three 
or Foure other F ield P eeces, threescore and five Souldiers, 
very good store of Munition, and victualls enough in the 
Castle; insomuch as hee might have held the same longer 
then the Generall had in purpose to [:trry there. One 
company of Footmen was put into the guard thereof, till 
the Artillery was taken out, and our Armie imbarked; 
which without having that fort, we could not without great 
perill have done. When we were readie to set saile (one 
halfe of the Fort being by order from the Generall blowne 
up by mine) the company was drawne away. 

D uring the time we lay in the Road, our Fleet began 
the second of J une, and so continued six dayes after to 

Six!it HulltJ fetch in some Hulks to the number of threescore, of 
brought. D ansik, Stetin, Rostock, Lubeck and Hamburs-h, laden 

wi th Spanish goods, and as it seemed for the KlIlgs pro­
vision, and going for Lisbon: their principall lading was 
Corne, Masts, Cables, Copper, and Waxe: amongst which 
were some of great burthen wonderfull well builded for 
sailing, which had no great lading in them, and therefore 
it was thought they were brou~ht for the Kings provision, 

[IV. x. to reinforce his decaied Navle: whereof there was the 
19z5·] greater likelihood, in that the owner of the grea test of 

Cardi1/(/1l them which carried two misnes, was knowne to be very 
Albtrt afltr inward with the Cardinall, who rather then he would be 
marrid /0 til( taken with his ships, committed himselfe unto his small 
lllfo'Wl alld Boate, wherein he recovered Saint Sebastians: into the 
:lilt~ ho.t;,'he if which our men, that before were in flie-hoates, were 
tr:~'ow orlD shipped, and the Flie-beates sent home with an offer of 
COlill/rin. Corne, to the value of their hire. Bu t the winde being 
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,"'["cod jor IhclIl tj,r Rochd, {hcr ,hollC rather to Inr'.(" Ih('lf 
torne then Ihe windt.. and ~ dcp:mcd The .cnenll 
al$Cl 'M"nt h1' 11I1rt.( WI!h lhem, and /Torn Ihr:ncc ~hippcd 
!hc:m m!(l Engla.nd. 

The Ihmi of June, Coland! Ocvereux, 2nd Colonc::11 
"ldnn. belll!! Mlh vc.ry sicke, departed (or Fnpl:lnd, who 
In tnt" whole journcy h3d "hewed thc:msc:lvc!I vcry (orv.-.rd 
to 1.11 !>Cr"jcc:~, and in lhC'ir dc:p:lrture very unwil1in!o! \0 

1(' .. ,'(' \1,;: that dar we cnlh:lrkcd :all our Armv. bUI \:1\' In 

the road until] the ei~ht thereof ' 
The SIXI day. the Earle of ES$ex, upon rtcc:it of Letu::rs 

from her !\hjt'st~·. by them thlll brou,I!ht in the victual!>, 
prc<.(nlh' departed towards England. with whom Sir ROE!cr 
\\"il1iam ... wa~ ,-ery dc<;irous to goe, but found the Cenents 
very unwilling he "hould do so, in that he bare the next 
place unto them, and if they ~hould miscarry. \Vos to 
command the Army. And the $:lme d:ty there (':trne unto 
us t\VO sm:tl! B:lIhs, that brought tidings of some other 
$hips come out of England with victuah, which were 
passed upwards to the C:tpe: for meetin~ with whom, 
the second day afte:r we set saile: for thl!( place, in purpose 
after our me:e:ting with the:m to goe with the lies of 
A7.ores, the second day, which was the ninth, we met 
with them cornming backe againe tOwards UJ:, whose 
provision little an~wered our e:xpect:Hion. Notwith­
standing we re:solved to continue OUT course for the 
Tlands. 

About this time was the Marchant RoyaJl, with three: or 
foure other ~hips. sent to P eniche, to fetch :iWUV the: 
companies that were left there; but Captain Barton having 
received. T ,etters from the Generals that were sent ove:r­
land, ~s departe:d before, not being able by renSOn of 
the e:nemies speedv marching thither, either to bring awn)' 
the artillery, or alJ. his men, according- to Ihe direction 
those leiters gave hIm; for he was nO sool1er ~oll e, then 
the enemy possessed the T owne and Castle, and shot Itt 
our ships as they came into the road . III."' .. 

At thi'!> lime also wa s the AmbnsMdour ITom the Jo;",6I1JJlltlU' ,., 
'" 
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Emperor of Marocco, called Re.rs Hamet Bencasamp, 
returned, and with him M. Ciprian, a Gentleman of good 
place and desert, who sent from Don Antonio, and 
Captaine Ousley from the Generals to the Emperour. 

The next morning the nine Gallies which were sent not 
five daies before out of Andaluzia for the strengthening of 
the River of Lisbon (which being joyned with the other 
twelve that were there before, though we lay hard by them 
at Saint Julians, durst never make any attempt against 
us) upon our departure from thence were returning home, 
and in the morning being a very dead calme, in the 
dawning thereof, fell in the winde of our Reet, in the 
uttermost part whereof they assailed onlt stragling Barke 
of Plimmouth, of the which Captaine Caverley being 
Captaine of the land company, with his Lieutenant, the 
Master, and some of the Marriners, abandoned the ship, 
and betooke them to the ship-boats, whereof one, in 
which the Master and the Captaine were, was overrun with 
the Gallies, and they drowned. There were also two 
Hulkes stragled far from the strength of the other ships, 
which were so calmed, as neither they could get to us, 
nor we to them, though all the great ships towed with 
their Boats to have relieved them, but could not be 
recovered, in one of which was Captaine Minshaw with 
his company, who fought with them to the last, yea after 
his ship was on fire, which whither it was fired by himselfe 
or by them we could not well discerne, but might easily 
judge by his long and good fight, that the enemy could 
not but sustain much losse; who setting also upon one 
other Hulke wherein was but a Lieutenant, and he very 
sicke, were by the valour of the Lieutenant pm off, 
although they had first beaten her with their artillhy, and 
attempted to board her. And seeing also one other 
Hulke a league off, a sterne of us, they made towards 
her: but finding that she made ready to fight with them, 
they durst not further attempt her: whereby it seemed, 
their Josse being great in the other 6ghts, they were loath 
to proceede any further. 
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rlYlm that dJ.} tIll the nlOclcclHn of June, "ur dlfC(llOn 
from Ihc: (,'ellenJI WlI'I, that If thc wlndc ""'tIC Nnrtnctl) I 
we: ~houJd rIll:: for thc: At.MC:~. hut ,( ~ulhc:rl~. (Of Ihe 

lie .. (11 Balon. \\ e 1:1) ""'lIn oonlnJ"), w,"det. ahout IhiU 
r1ilC.c: 2nd thc Rocke:, 1111 thc ~uthc:rly v,Jt1dc rrc\,lllhnp 
c.J.mc:.d U~ to B3)"11l'" among whom ..... 'li ~Ir I lent)" ~\'orn 
10 thc: AydC'., who had a rurr0..e (If Ihc: Admu"'aJ, had 
not come 10) .... ,In :<.Orne: soo. men out of thcm all 10 h,.vc: 
landed, and 3tt.emptcd thc: takIng of riga. The re~1 01 
the rlC:CI held wiln gc:nc:r.ill Orake, who thllUgh he ..... ere 
two dayc:. bc:torc: rut upon those:: Il:1nd~. C3~1 off ~br2lnc: 
h) ~C:a (or th~ Awrc:.; but rc:mc:mbnng how unprovIded 
he: wa~ (or th:1.t journey, :and seeIng thaI he had 10$1 
compan)' of his great ShipS, returned lor Ba)on, and CClmc 
In thtre that night In the evemng, whert hee PiI,,!>(rl up 
the River more then a mile 3.bo\'e riga, 

The next mornIng wee landed as man}' 3.5 were able 10 

fight, whleh were nOI 111 the whole above IWO thousand 
men (for In the seventeene dayes we continued on boord 
wee had cast man)' of our men over-board) with which 
number the Colonell generaU marched (Q the Towne of 
Vigo, neere the whlcn when hee ilpproached, he sent 
Captame Anthony \VingfieJd WIth .. troupe of shot to enter 
one side of the same, who found upon ever) streete.s. end 
a strong barricade, but altogether abandoned: for h;l\'lng 
entre.rl the Towne, he found but one man therem, ~ut 
might see them making way before him 10 Baroll. 0" 
the other side the Towne entred General! Drake WIth 
Captaine Richard Wingfidd, whose approach On th:1I side 
(I thinke) made them leave Ihe places thc}' had so 
artificially made for defence; there were also certaine shirs 
sent wtth the Vice-admiraU to lye close before the TowJle, 
to beate upon the same with their artil!ery. 

In the afternoone were sent three hundred under the 
condUCt of Captaine Petuin 3.nd Captain H enry Poure, 
to burne: another Village betwixt that and Bnyon, C3lled 
Borsis, and as much of the Countrie as the d:ly would 
give them leave to doe; which was II very pleasant rich 
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BmiJbumtd. Valley: but they burnt it all, houses and corne, as did 
others on the other side of the Town, both that and the 
next day, so as the Countrey was spoiled seven or eight 
miles in length. There was found great store of Wine 
in the Town, but not any thing else: for the other daies 
warning of the shlps that came first in, gave them a respit 
to carryall away. 

The next morning by breake of the day the Colonell 
generall (who in the absence of the Generals that were 
on boord their ships, commanded that night on shoare) 
caused all our Companies to be drawne out of the Towne, 

Yi[D /"mud. and sent in two troupes to put fire in every house of the 
same: which done, we imbarked againe. ~ This day there 
were certaine Mariners which (without any direction) put 
themselves on shoare, on the contrary side of the River 
from us for pillage. 

The same day the Generals seeing what weake estate 
our Army was drawne into by sicknes, determined to man 
and victuall twenty of the best ships for the Ilands of 
Azores) with Generall Drake, to see if he could meete 
with the Indian Fleet) and Generall Norris to returne 
home with the rest: And for the shifting of men and 
victuals accordingly, purposed the next morning to fall 
downe to the Ilands of Bayon againe, and to remaine 
there that day. But Generall Drake, according to their 
appointment) being under saile never strooke at the Ilands, 
but put straight to Sea: whom all the Fleet followed 
saving three and thirty, which being in the River further 
then he, and at the entrance of the same, finding the winde 
and tide too hard against them) were inforced to cast 
ancre there for that night; amongst whom, by good 
fortune, was the Foresight, and in her Sir Edward Norris. 
And the night following) Generall Norris being driven 
from the rest of the Fleet by a great storme (for all that 
day was the greatest storme we had all the time we were 
out) came a~ine into the IIands, but not without great 
perill) he bemg forced to trust to a Spanish Fisher-man 
(who was taken two dayes before at Sea) to bring him in. 
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The next mormng he called a counsell of as many as 
he found there. holding the purpose hee had concluded 
with 5tr FranCIS Drake the day before, and dIrected all 
thelf courses for England, tarrying there aU that day to 
water and helpe such with victuall, as were left in wonder· 
full disrresse by having the victuals that came last , carried 
away the day before to Sea. 

The next day he set saile, and the tenth day after, 
whICh \\-"as the second of JuJy came into Plimmouth , where 
he found Sir FranCIS Drake and all the Qyeenes ships, 
With many of the others but not all: for the Fleete was 
dispersed into other harbours, some led by a desire of 
return ing from whence they came, and some being 
possessed of the hulkes, sought other Ports from theif 
Generals eye, where they mignt make their private com­
modi tie of them, as they have done to their great 
advantage. Presently upon their arrivalJ there, the 
Generals dissolved all the armie saving eight companies 
which are yet held together, giving every Souldier five 
shjllings in money, and the armes he bare to make money 
of, which was more then could by any meanes be due 
unto them: for they were not in service three moneths, 
In which time they had their victuals, which no man will 
value at lesse then halfe their pay, for such is the allowance 
In her Majesties ships to her Mariners, so as there 
remained but ten shillings a moneth to be paid, for which 
There was not any private man but had apparell and 
furniture to his owne use, so as every common Souldier 
discharged, received more in money, victuals, apparell, 
and furniture, then his pay did amount unto. 

END O F VOLUMS XIX. 
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