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the wall was not quite so high in that part as else. 
where. Two baltering machines were standing 
against the western angle of the wall, opposite to 
which a large practicable breach had been made by 
means of one of those machines. They were both 
very simple in their structure, but calculated to be 
yery powerful in their effects. r could distinctly 
see and examine with my eyes the one nearest to us. 
It was formed, as it appeared to me, in the first place, 
by laying down two large logs of wood at right an­
gles with the wall, and abou t fifteen feet apar t, the 
ends of the logs butting against the wall. (See plate, 
figure 4.) Into the upper side of each of these logs 
a nitch or !Dol'tise was cut to receive the th ick ends 
of two uprights, consisting of two rOilgh trunks of 
trees, of about twelve inches in diameter at their 
base, of eq lIal lengths, and rising to the height of 
about twenty-five or thirty feel. Each upl'ight had 
a crotch in its upper end, formed by ti,e' natural 
branching of the two principal . limbs Of the tree, 
like a common country well-post in America. These 
crotches being, rounded out by art, a stout piece of 
knotty timber of about frolll twelve to eighteen 
inches i;;- thickness was placed horizontally in them. 
To the centre of the cross-picce a pole of ten or 
tweh'e inches in circumference was lashed with a 
strong rope, and (0 the lower end of this pole, a 
huge rough rock was fastened, weighing from ap­
pearances several tons. The rock was slung and 
fastcned to the pole by means of thick ropes, fann­
ed by braiding many thongs of camels' skins toge. 
tber. After the machine had been fitted together on 
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!.he ground, it had been raised all in a body by the 
help of long shores or sticks of timber, not so thick 
as (he uprights, but nearly twice as long: these 
shores were tied fast to the uprights, near their 
Totches by ropes, and served to raise and lower the 

machine at pleasure, and also acted as braces to 
support it when in action. Two short props or 
hraces were fixed between1he uprIghts and the wall, 
with one end resting aga inst its base, and the other 
,n a notell cut all the inner side of the uprights to 
li(·II' to keep them steady, and preYent them from 
foiling against the walls. The rock hung within 
two or three feet of the ground, like a huge pen­
dulum; and having a long rope fastened to its 
slings, stt'etching off from the wall at least one hun­
dred an,1 fifty feet. The manner of applying it, 
was by the assailants laying hold 'of this rope in 
great numbers, and then hauling oJf the rock to its 
greatest extent; all let go at the same instant, and 
the rock swung back with such impetuosity against 
those ill-constructcd walls, that its repeated strokes 
soon o~cned a breach, through which the besiegers 
entereu, sword in hand. The other machine was 
tnade of foul' rough sticks of tiruber, of nearly equal 
lengths, lashed together at their smallest ends, and 
raIsed in forln of a common triangle, or rather a 
quadrangle; from the point of junct~ll'e, a large rock 
was suspended by a rope of camels' skin, braided to 
the tJlickness of a man's leg, and slung in sue', a 
manner as to be struck against the wall in the same 
way as the one first described. My companioD, 
Rais bel Coss;'n. gave me all the information I de-
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sired relative to these machines. The ground about 
the breach and neal' the gate was strewed oyer with 
dry human bones; and my curiosity being much e'x­
cited to know the history 6f this me!iancholy scene 
of carnage and desolation, I requested Rais to com­
municate to me the particulars; but not being, it 
seems, acquainted with them himself, he applied to 
Sidi Mohammed 00 the subject, who thereupon gave 
the following relation, while Rais translated into 
Spanish for me' such parts as I did not perfectly un­
derstand in Arabic, by which means I was enabled 
t11oroughly to comprehend the whole narrative. 

" That city (said Sidi Mohammed, f·o inting to­
wards it with his staff,) was built by Omar Ras­
cAid, about forty yea rs ago; JJe named it Widnah. 
He was a very brave anJ pious man : and the num­
ber of bis family and friends, consisting at first of 110 

mace than five hundred souls, when the city was 
built, increased so rapidly, that in a few years they 
amounted to severa l thousands: they planted thos!, 
fig, date, pomegranat~, olive, and other trees which 
YOll nolV sec near the walls ; they cultivated the 
rields ronnd about, an d made gardens; had abll~ 

, dance or-bread, beasts, and cattle of eyery kind, and 
became exceedingly rich and great, [01' God was 
with them. In all thei r transactions, they were re­
;;pected, loved, and feared by all their neighbours, 
because they were wise and just. This man was 
called Omar el JliilliaJ., (or Omar the good;) he.. was 
my best friend when living, (said Sid i) and helped 
me when I was very low in Ihe world, but the besi 
men have enemies-so it was with Gmal'; he had an 
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inl'etcrate enemy from his youth, who lived among 
the mountains to the southwart] of his city, whose 
name was Sheiclc SlIlmill, This Sheick, about t lVen­
ty years ago, came down with a great host and in­
vested ~he city of Omar, but Omar laking advantage 
of (he darkn ess of (he night, sallied out of his city , 
at a pri"ate passage, with all his forces, and falling 
"pon his besiegers unawaIes, killed a great number, 
aud put the remainder to a shameful flight-from 
that time unli l the time of his death, (which happen­
ed 'IVO year's ago) he enjoyed a profound peace all 

~ver)' side, After Omal"s death, his eldest son, 
.~IlIlc!J !smael, (for he caused himself to he called a 
pl'illce) took upon him the government of the city. 
He \ras a vel') effeminate man, entire ly devoted to 
sensual pleasure, ami had a great number of wives 
alld coneuoines, 'fhe people had long enjoyed a 
profound peace, and conGded in their strength; whe!) 
about a yeai' ago one of tbe brothers of Ismael, 
wl.IJled lCesll-balt, who was very ambitiolls, and being 
fired ",illfresentment at the couduet of Muley Isma,,}, 
in taking away from hi:n his betrothed wife, left tbe 
cit}, and repaired to the mountains, where haying 
fuund Iris father's old enemy still Ii ring, he stirred 
him up to war against the city, Tbe old Shcick 
soon roUected a powerful army of hungry and rapa­
cious A rnos 011 the borders of the desart, alld came 
down the mountains, bringing on their camels the 
battering machines you now see standing there, 
'''hen this host approached the city, it was in the 
dead of the night, and all witbin were asleep, for 
tbey dwelt carelessly and dreamed of no danger. 
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and felt so secure, that they did not even 'keep a 
watch. Tbe Sheick and his host drew near the 
walls in perfect silence, and raised their battering 
machines undiscovered: it was now nearly daylight, 
when both machines were put in operation ,at the 
same instant, and the gate was also attacked by 
means of large stones hung from the upper extremi­
ties of long poles by ropes, ,"hich poles stood up on 
end, and wel'e managed by the hands of the Arabs. 
The first strokes against the walls and gate~ shook 
them to their very foundations, and awakened the 
slothful inhabitants, who flew to the walls in order 
to make a defence; out it ,vas too late; tbe enemy 
were thundering against them; all was confusion 
within; th?~e who attacked the gate were repn!sed 
with great slaughter by those who mounted the 
platform over it, but tho walls were already shat­
tered to pieces, and the assailants entered the 
breaches over heaps of their deild and dying ene­
mies. 

It was now daylight, and an indiscriminate 
slaughter of the inhabitants ensued; all was blood 
and carnage; every male was put to death, except_ , 
two, who escaped over the wall to Ca tTY tidings of 
the fate of the to\\'n to their friends and neighbours. 
All the women and children shared the same fate, 
except two hundred virgins, who were spared for the 
I)se of the conquerors. They next plundered the 
slain of their clothing and ornaments; gathered l\p 
all the spoil, and drove oif the oxen, sheep, camel., 
and asses, and departed, leaving the city before 
JIlid-day a heap of ruins, coYel'€'d with tbe mangled 
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carcassos of its once highly favollr d inhab itants: 
the) wo"o in such haste as to I"ave the battering 
machines standing, and Illade 00' by way of the 
plain southward, The inhabitants of tbe neighbour­
ing towns oon collected, aod pll rsuing tbern willt 
great vigo ur, calllC up wiLh thelll 011 Lhe side of the 
moulltain the next l1lolo ning, while the invaders ::le nd­
ing (orward Lheir spoiJ , Look a sta ti on in a steep 
li(IITOW pass, ,\1".1 11l'0l'ared 101' battlo, II was a v l'y 
10llg and bloody [,gllt, but Sulmin 's III n rolled clown 
g",'ut stoo s f"olll Lh e precipices upon the ir pursuers, 
who were llt laAt forccd to ret)'eaL, I ·aying about 
Il"lf thei .. nllmber deatl and wounded on tho ground," 

Sidi Alohfllnmcri was ono of the plII'sue,'s, and now 
.:! howed me a very large scar from a wound he then 
received on hi s breast by a musket ball. Sidi ls/" em, 
n \ ery powerful prince, had in the meao time heard 
the Dews, and assembled a very lu )'(Ye arm)', aod 
pursued Lhe enemy by anoLher way; but they had 
Jled Lo Lhe desart, and cou lei not be oyerlaken. 
The dead bodies in and about the city had b Come 
so putrid before the pursuit was over, that none 
eo ultl app roach to bury LhelO, and Lb ey were do­
voured by dogs, and wild beasts, and birds of pI' y, 
.. They had oOooded the Almighty by Lheir pric/e, 
(observed Sidi Mohammed) and none could be found 
to save them, Thus perished Widnah and its 
haughty inhauitants," 

I was Ilt Lhat time riding along on a mule next to 
Rai, bel Cossim and Sidi Mohammed, wbilst tbe lat­
tc)' recounted the transaction in a most soJemn tone, 
My sensations at beholding tbe desolate ruins of a 

nh 
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oDce populous town, whose inhabitants had all beel> 
cut olf in a few hours by tbe unexpected irruption 
of a ferocious and unsparing foe, may easily be con­
ceived. I was at first induced to consider the story 
as fictitious, but my eyes warranted the belief of it, 
and the sight of the battering machines, together 
with the breaches in the wall, and the dry human 
bones, afforded conclusive evidence even to the 
minds of my fellow-prisoners, who did not understand 
the narrative, that here had once stood a town, wbicl. 
had been sacked and destro}'ed, 

After leaving these ruins, we continued on about 
an east courSe for three bOUl'S, when we came to. 
the bank of a stream or fresh water river, which 
was now no larger (b.an a brook, owing to the dry­
ness of the season. It flowed from the south-east, 
and bent its conrse through a broad valtey in a 
crooked channel, nearly north, towards the sea­
shore. On its left bank, which was very high land, 
stood two considerable walled villages, and a great 
number of small square-walled enclosures on the 
same bank southward, some in ruins and some appa­
rentiy in good repail'. The walls were made of 
rough stones laid in clay, and the houses had flat 
roofs. On the ma rgin of the brook were a great 
number of gardens fenced in with dry thorn bushes, 
placed 011 tile grolwd, and planted chiefly with the 
prickly-pear; but some with squashes, cabbages, 
&c. At a distance 00 both sides of this .tream, we 
saw a number of square stone sanctuaries, or saint 
houses, with round domes :- they did not appear to 
he more than (en or fifteen feot square. and were 
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all nicely whitewashed, This hank of the river 
bore str~ng marks of having been washed to a very 
great height from the place where the stream then 
flowed, and, on inquiring of Sidi Mohammed, I was 
informed that the whole Df the valley between the 
two high banks (which from apl'earallces must be 
Ii,'e or six miles wide) was entirely covered with 
water during some part of the season, or when great 
rains fall; at which times tra,-ellers were obliged to 
go up the banks three days' journey to a fall before 
they could cross it: that he himse lf had once been 
Ill a'l way, but for the last live years the land bad 
been so cursed with droughts, that it had not once 
o\cr/lowed its present bed where we crossed it, and 
where it was not moxe than twenty yards wide, and 
one foot in depth, 

As we passed along close to the prickly-pears, 
which hung over Ihe Ihorn bushes, hearing yellow 
f,'uil, some of my men plucked them and put them 
in their mouths, without regarding the sharp prickles 
with which'these pears were covered, so that their 
longues and the roofs of their mouths were literally 
fi ll ed with them: on the first touch, they were ex­
tremely painful, and were extracted afterwards with 
much difficulty. There were also on both sides of 
this river. near where we crossed it, numerous 
herds, and many inhabitants, "e travelled along 
the right bank of the river for several miles, until it 
became both wide amI deep, for it met the tide water 
from tbe sea; when coming within sight of a city on 
the high right bank, we made towards it. On our 
approacbing within two miles of its walls, we passed 
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large fields of Indian corn and barley coro, and gar­
dens filled with most kinds of common vegetables. 
The borders of these fields and gardens were plant­
ed with date, fig, potbegranate, orange, and other 
fruit trees in great numbers, and many clumps of 
grape vines; the soi l of this spot appeared to be of 
the richest black mould. As we passed along in a 
high footwa)" formed by throwing up tbe turf from 
the enclosu res, (apparently, to make them perfectly 
level, or all of a gentle descent) we saw hundreds 
of the inhabitants busily employed in gathering the 
Indian corn and barley corn into heaps, for it was 
now their harvest time, while others (men and boys) 
were loading it in sacks and baskets on camels, 
mules, and asses, and driving them, thus loaded, with 
the rich products of the soil, into tbeir city. Theso 
several enclosures contained, I should judge, oue 
hundred acres of land, divided from each other by 
mud walls, strewed wilh dry thorn bushes; the whole 
were watered by means of a considerable stream 
brought from the heights near the city; in a large 
ditch, and carried round each enclosure in small gut­
ters, dug for the purpose; so that anyone of the 
owners cou ld eilher water the whole or any part of 
his field or garden, at pleasure. Hundreds of oxe!'l 
and cows, sheep and goat., were feed ing in the newly 
cleared fields, whose thin and famished appearance 
proved they had been forced to feed on scanty and 
dried up herbage during the summer months, aod 
that on account of the long and excessive droughts, 
they had merely been able to ex ist. Rais also in­
formed me, that the locusts had nipped olf and dc-

.\ 



SUFFERlNGS lN AFRICA. 237 

stroye<l nearly every ,.erdant thing In the whole 
" ountry; and that for the last five years they had 
laid waste whole province. in the empire of Morocco. 

VVe now arri ved at the oity, and entered it at a 
very large gateway, with our camels and mules, 
and look up our quarters in a smith's shop, near the 
gate. It was after sunset when we entered this 
town, and I could observe one broad street, that 
a ppeared to rlln its whole length. The houses were 
hllilt of rough stones, principally laid- in clay, but 
some in lime; all of one-story high, and flat roofed; 
there were no windows next the street, except a 
small aperture in each one not a foot square, for the 
J'urpose probably of admitting light. They had 
each a stout plank door strongly made, and furni shed 
with a big clumsy iron lock. The corn continued 
to pass into tbe city till dark,-all the camels, oxen, 
cows, sheep, goats, 'and asses, belonging to the in­
habitants, and which were very numerous, were also 
dri"en into the city, and the gate shut and barred. 
with four large pieces of timber: this was about 
eight o'clock, and a watch was then ~tationed on the 
wall. On entering the city, Rais bel Cossim and She­
ick All waited on the governor or cbief, and obtain­
ed permission to remain in his town over night ; and 
a few dates were brought by Rais for our suppers. 
The shop in which we were permitted to staX was 
abollt twenty feet square; a kind of forge was fixed 
in one corner; two skins were curiouslx applied. so 
as to fO "ID a bellows to blow th is fire with, w ich 
was of charcoal ; a man stood between tbem with a 
hand on each skin, which he raised and depressed 
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alternately, and thus kept up a small ,and irregular 
stream of air. Tbey had a large piece of iron for 
an anvil, which lay so low on the ground, that when 
they worked on it with the hammer, which was a 
very clumsy sort of one, they were obliged to squat 
down. I believe every man and boy in this town 
came to look at us by turns, and ask questions con­
corning ourselves, our country, &c. so tbat we were 
surrounded with people during the whole night. chat­
tering with each olher, and asking our Arab guides 
an endless string of queslions. 

These people were of the same nation we bad 
been in the habit of seeing since we came to the 
river Nun, yet they appeared to be more civilized. 
Several of them asked me in Spanish, how I did? 
and uttered many other words in that Janguage, the 
meaning of which they did not seem to understand; 
the most of them being vile oaths and execrations; 
which proved satisfactorily to me that they had had 
frequent communications in SOlDe way or other with 
people of that nation. Sheick Ali had all the day 
after we left Sidi Mohammed's house, been Jost in 
a seeming reverie: he would seldom speak, and 
when he did, it was in a low voice apart with Seid, 
and I strongly suspected that some plot was in pre­
paration between them. We had travelled the Jast 
day about five hours, at the rate of four miles an 
hour, before we came abreast of the r uins of the 
city I have described, and we had proceeded five 
hours afterward at the same rate, making to!;,ether 
forty mHes. 
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0n the 30th. of October, we made ready to start 
before daylight, and as soon as it dawned, the gate 
was opened, and we proceeded on our journey. 
The walls of this city or town, were built of rough 
stone laid in clay, and were four feet thick at their 
base in the gateway, and about twenty feet high, 
but had no outer ditch to defend them, nor any can­
non mounted. It appeared to Gover a space of about 
three hundred yards in length along the r iver's 
bank, north and south, and one hundred and fifty 
vards in bread th from east to west. The channel 
~f the river at low stages of the water is about one 
mile wcst of the town ;- this river is called by the 
natives, Woed Sehlr:m, or river Seh/em, and the town, 
Rais told me, bore the same name; i. e. Seldemah: 
it is, I should judge from its appearance, fifty yards 
in width opposite the town at high water, and pro­
portionably deep. I was now informed by Rais bel 
Cossim and Sidi Mohammed, that there was once a 
large and flouri shing Christian town and settlement 
near the mouth of this river, and only thirty miles 
from us: that the town was taken by storm about 
eight cen turies ago, and all the Christians massa­
ored. An Arabian century contains forty lunar 
years, and is called Zille, and they reckon twelve 
moons to the year. Both Rais bel Cossim and Sidi 
Mohammed said they had been to the spot, and seen 
some of the remains of the walls, which were still 
standing, though nearly all buried up in sand drifted 
from tbe sea·shore. They furtber stated, that there 
was now a village at a little distance from the an­
cient ruin, inhabited by fishermen ; that the old. 
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Christian town was situated on a bay or arm of the 
sea, and five or six miles broad at its entrance, and 
that it is an e)<cellent harbour both for large and 
small vessels: that there was no ba,' across its 
mouth, but that the usual bar was formed of sand a 
few miles below the town we had left. From my 
!)wn observations on the increasing breadth of the 
r(ver, I am inclined to think that this bay may con­
tain a line harbour, particularly as Rais and his com­
panion could have no motive for deceiving me. 
Rais bel Cossim had been many times in EUI·0r.e as 
captain under the Moorish flag, in the grain trade, 
and insisted that this was a better harbour than 
Cadiz: if so, it is tb.e only one on that coast, from 
Cape Spartel, in latitude 34. 30. to the latitude of 
19. north. 

Travelling on at a great rate, we entered on a 
vast plain, over whose slll-face a few shrubs, and 
weeds, and clumps of trees were thinly scattered! 
the boughs of these trees were bending under the 
weight of a bright yellow fruit, and r learned (i 'om 

Rais that it was the Arga tree, frolU the nut of which 
is extracted the Argan oil, very much estoemed by 
the natives; and it was also highly relished by my 
companions. This nut, when ripe, milch resembles 
the ripe date in appearance; so much so, indeed, 
that seeing some of them scattered on the ground, 
I took one up and bit it, when I fou nd out my mis­
take, as its bark was extremely bitte,.. T he trees 
generally grew in clusters of from three to ten 
trunks, that seemed to spring from the same seed, 
these rise in a shaft of from ten to fifteen feet ilt 
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height; and then branch off in all directions, fotm­
ing a diameter of at least one hundred feet; the 
trunks are from one to three feet in diameter; the 
branches are coyered with thorns, wh ich fall and lie 
so thick on the ground, as to make it almost impos­
sible to approach them near enough to shake or 
knock off the nuts, and they are consequently left 
to ripen and drop off spontaneously. 

We were now going on at a small trot, mostly all 
mounted on the camels, mules, ami two asses that 
wure in company. The Atlas mountains Were now 
full in view, stretching as far as the eye could reach 
[rom N. E. to S. W. at some distance on our right. 
W' e had seen these mountains for several days past, 
in the elistant horizon, when we we re on the high 
ridges, which we were ob liged to pass; but we now 
behe ld them from th is wi de-sp reading plain in all 
their awful magnitude: their lofty summits, tower­
iog high aboye the clouds in sharp peaks, appeared 
to be covered with neyer-melting snows. This sight 
was calculated to fill the mind of tbe beholder wi th 
wonder and astonishment. The cold and chilling 
blasts of wind which blew directly [rom the Atlas, 
almost congealed our impoverished blood, and made 
our feeble frames shake almost to dissolution, not­
withstanding the good cloaks and shoes with whi ch 
we were provided. Seid and the other Arabs were 
also shivering with cold, and ran on foot to make 
themselves warm, for the sky was overcast and ob­
scured by thick and he'a",y clouds, portending tor­
rents of rain. I was now sure we were very near 
the emperor ,,[ Morocco's dominions, and began to 

Ii 
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imagine lUys~lf a free man-I felt myself at peace 
with all mankind; my mind expanded with gratitude 
towards the great Author of my being, and I viewed 
this stupendous ridge of mountains, as one of the 
strongest proofs of Di"ine goodness to his creatures; 
[or I considered that all tbe riYers, and streams, and 
springs, tha( water and refresh the northern part of 
Africa, from the borders of that immense and thirsty 
desarl orer which I had li'arelled, to the streights of 
Gib)'altar, and which emply into the Atlantic ocean, 
or into the Mediterranean sea, westward of Tripoli, 
and from the 26th to the 35th degree of North lati­
tude, musl eitiler take their rise 0)' have tlleir sources 
in this vast chain of Atlas. 01) these burning 
(JOMts, seldom refreshed by rains, (and that only in 
ijmall quantiti es, and durillg the winter season,) the 
great bodies of . accumulated ·8n,OW on these mo un­
tains, tend in the SUlnn~er season to cool the atmos­
phere In their vi cinity, as well as 10 snpply water for 
the usc of the animal and vegetable cr~ation. 

In the course of this morning, Thomas Burns 
became so weak (being benumbed with cold) that 
he could no long'er hold on the camel, and tumbled 
olf 0\ er the beast's tail wilh gr~at violeoce, falling 
on hi s head and back, which deprived him, for a 
considerable time, of all sensation :-with much el<­
crtioll, however, on our pal1t, he at length revived, 
and was again placed on his camel. Proceed ing on 
the plain, we saW a'iarge number of cities, or walled 
towns, I should reckod at least fifty, some on one 
side of our path, and some on the other; but mostly 
on our right, aod extending as far as tbe eye could 
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reach towards the mountains. Those Dear the path 
appeared to be three or foor hundred yards square: 
the walls were built of roogh stones laid in clay, 
and with only one gate; they were from twenty to 
thirty feet in heigh t, and crowned with short turrets 
about three yards apart all aro und: at each corner 
on the top was built a k ind of circular seotry box, 
also of stone, something in the manner of old Elnro­
pean castl es. Most of the land, at some distance 
from the vicinity of these towns, was prepared for 
50\\ ing, and many of the inhabitants were engaged 
in ploughing. A little nearer, were numerous or­
chards of fig, date, and other fruit trees; and close 
to the walls, maoy gardens of fine vegetahles, such 
as onions, cabbages, turnips, sg uaslres, &:c. Round 
aho ut these gardens, we saw many dung-hill fowls, 
and at a distance, herds of neat cattle, asses, and' 
flocks of sheep and goats, were feeding upon the 
scanty and dried up herhage, under the eye of their 
respective keepers or herdsmen. ·T hese beasts 
~'ere very poor, yet the whole seemed to promise 
abundance of food to the apparently industrious in­
habitants, and brought to my miod the ancient J ew­
ish history. 

Sheick Ali had been very attentive to me all this 
morning: he had, in imitation of Rais bel Cossim,' 
called me captain, and endeavoured t~~Ilvince me 
that I had bette r go with him to. the moun tains 
southward, where he had large possess ions, and 
would give me one of his da\lgbters for a wife, and 
make me a ch ief in his nation. He had stopped the 
\Vhole company two or three times to talk over his 
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own affairs, and I noW supposed that Seid was 
l~agued with bim, and bent on doing me and my men 
some miscbie£ We had travelled on thus for ten 
hours, (say [rom fbur in the morning till two in the 
afternoon) at tbe rate of five miles an bour, making 
a distance o[ fifty miles, when turning aside from 
our path, as if by choice, we approached the gate of 
a city. We werc both hL1ngry and thirsty, and we 
sealcd oUf"selves down by a very deep well, within 
one hundred yards of the city gate: Seid and She­
ick Ali went immediately into the town, as I sup­
posed, to get some provisions-Sidi Mohammed and 
lhis bel Cossim were soon invited in also, to partake 
with them, leaving us on the outside, and under 
charge of Bo-Mohammed, who stood in Sidi Hamet's 
slead, and two others. A g,"eat many men, and I 
believe, all the boys belonging to the place, now 
came out to look at, and make remarks 0'" the 
slaves; most of them, no doubt, from mere curiosity. 
The boys, by way of amusement, began to throw 
stones and dirt at, and to spit on us, expressing, by 
that means, their utter contempt and abhorrence of 
us and of our nation. Burns and Clark were so far 
exhausted as to be unable to support themselves sit-­
ling, an,i were obliged to lie down on the ground; 
but one nkQ brought a bucket [rom the town, and 
drew water,'that we might allay our thirst: this 1'e­
viyed us in sorn~measure. Mr. Savage, Horace, 
and myself, were ~ so weak a state, that T much 
feared we shou ld nOt-.~e able to keep on for the re­
mainder of II)is day. Bm'ns's fall had proved him 
to be too weak to hold on the camel, and had be-
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sides bruised him very much. I tried my utmost to 
encourage (hem and keep up their spirits, by repre­
>;enling to them that we were now free, and would 
soon be in the emperor's dominions, where I pre­
sumed we sllOuld be out of the reach of the rapa­
cious Arabs; for I had been informed by Rais bel 
Cos,im, that in the space of one day's journey we 
should be within the territories of the empero r. 

Whilst [his bel Cossim and the rest of his com­
pa"y remained within the walls, the winds from the 
mountains, <hiving before them thick masses of dark 
clouds, load.d with vapour, brought on a copious 
discharge of raiD, and we were directed to enter 
under the gateway for shelter, which we. did, sup­
porting each other in our weakness, and seated our­
selveb in the gate. This was the first raiD J had 
witnessed in this country; and it continued to faU 
for about an hour. I had for a long time looked for 
Rai. bel Cossim and his companions to come out, 
and began to apprehend some disaster or treachery 
on the part of Sheick Ali, whose harsh and loud 
voice I now heard roaring within. This tremendous 
clamour bet ween the Sheick and other persons, con­
tinued for about two hOllrs, when Rais bel Cossim 
made his appearance, eseolted by a number of men: 
his intelligent countenauce bespoke fear, grief: and 
indignation-he called me aside li'om m) cODJl'nnions, 
and tol<l me that Sitric!': ,11i was tlw intimate friend 
"f .JI./ulry Ib rahim. (or prince Abrabam,) the kj. g or 
governor of the city; (hat Sheic!.: .-Ifi lion claimed 
us as his propert), al/eging that Sidi Hamet was his 
!on.in·lalV, and owed him a great deal of mane,., 
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and that he (Sidi Hamet) was now held as a host­
age or slave to a Christian in Swearah: that he had 
insisted we should not proceed one step further un­
til fifteen hundred dollars were produced, together 
with Sidi Hamet, the husband of his daughter: and 
that in conjunction with Seid, he had contrived to 
stop us here by the power of the prince. This 
news was to me like a clap of thunder; it bereft me 
of all my fortitude; the fair prospects I had enter­
tailled of a speedy liberation from slavery, particu­
larly for the last two days, were now suddenly 
darkened. Rais bel Cossi,n further informed me 
that he had argued the matter every way, but all 
to no purpose-that he had promised the money re­
,!uired, namely, six hundred dollars, as soon as we 
should get to Santa Cruz, in the emperor's dominieos, 
and that he would agree to have the prince and She­

'ick go aloug with him and receive it there, and 
there wait for the return of Sidi Hamet; "but they 
will not listen to me, (added he) and I must set off 
immediately anel carry this discouraging news 10 

Mr. Willshire, leaving you here until I return, (which 
will be in six days) and may God preserve you in 
the meantime from their evil machinalions." T his 
was more than I could bear :-tears of anguish, 
which I had not the power to control, now gushed 
from my eyes; and my almost bursting heart vented 
itself in bitter groans of despair. !VI y companions 
heard my distress, tbough at a considerable distance 
from me, anel turning fearfully on me their almosl 
extinguished eyes, begged for an explanation of the 
cause, 
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Rais bel Cossim was just in the act of mOUnting 
his mule to ride off, when Sidi Mohammed, who went 
in the first place with my master to Swearah, came 
neal' him and said, "Rais- M uley Ibrahim and 
Sheiek Ali baye determined yo u shall not go to 
Swearah; they fear you will cause a war to break 
oul belween them and the sultan!' Observing me 
in tears and in great afRiction, he took me by the 
hand, and said, "Don't be cast down, R iley, I will 
go to Swearah, and carry a letter from Rais, and 
one from you to Willshire; and if he wants a host­
age, I will stay with him. I have two wives and 
,even children to leave, and houses, and lands, and 
herds of cattle; an d shall be a more valuable host­
age tl,all Sidi Hamet- he is your friend, and will 
come immediately down and re lieve you. God is 
great and good, ( added he) and will restore you to 
your family ." '1 kissed his hand in gratitude, and 
called him falher, and hoped the Almighty would re­
ward him for his benevolence. Rais now joined 
Sheick Ali and the prince, who, with many attend­
ants, we,'e seated on the ground, in a circle, outside 
ef the city gate-here they debated the matter over 
a~ain. Rais insisted we were his slaves; that nei­
luer the prince nor Sheick had a right to detain 
what he had bought with his own money, much less 
to SlOp him like a criminal: that it IVas contrary to 
their r~ligion (which made them all brothers) to 
('ommit such an outrage on hospitality. Sheick Ali, 
on the otber hand, contended, tbat Sidi Hamet and 
Seid owed him money to a large amount; that we 
were thoir joint property, and that consequently he 
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had an undoubted right (0 detain and (0 carry liS otT 
into his own tribe, 01' family, and there to keep us, 
'nn(il Sidi Hamet shou ld return and pay his debt. 
Rais in sisted he liad paid his money for us, and had 
nothing (0 do with SheiGk Ali's claim; however, after 
extolling the justice and virtue of the prince (0 the 
highest pilCh, they both at last agreed to leave it to 
Muley Ibrahim to decide what should be done. 
Muley Ibl'ahim now asked Sidi Mobammed and Bo­
Mohammed what they knew concerning this busi­
fless; and they gave testimony in favour of Rai. 
bel Cossim's previous claim: thus prep~red, Muley 
Ibrahim said-" You, Sheick Ali, myoid friend, and 
Rais bel Cossim, both of you claim these five Chris­
tian slaves as your own property, and each of you 
has some reason on your side-yet, as it is not in my 
power to decide whose claim is the best founded, I 
am resolved, with a stl'ict regar<l to justice. and with­
out going into furthel' evidence, to keep the slaves 
in my own city, carefnlly guarded, until messengers 
can be sent to Swcarah, who shall bring down Sidi 
Hamet, when you three being confronted, may settle 
your claims as shall be found most consistent with 
just.ice." He then pl'oposed that Rais should rc­
roain with him, (like a friend) and without baving 
any thing to fear. This plan was agreed to by all 
parties, and they shook hands upon it like fr~ds. 

Tbis done, we were conducted into the city, and 
into a house adjoining that where tlw pl'ince lived. 
A mat wns spread for the Sheick and Ihis, and tlwi!' 
companions to sit on, while 'we 'were placed in a 
narrow corner on the ground, cmon,:: the saddle. 
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and other stuffs-Sentinels with muskets and scimi­
tars were stationed at the door of au!· apartment 
and the other doors, and at the city gate. It was 
after dark when the dispute was sett led, and soon 
afterward! a dish of Coos-coo-soo was brought in, of 
which all partook after due abl utions; and they then 
performed their even ing prayers most devoutly. 
My companions were very much cast down ; and 
lheir bodies and minds were so much exhausted' and 
debilitated by their sulferings, that they had become 
like children, and wept aloud. I was certain tllat it 
would baye been impossible for Clark and Burns to 
have proceeded further on that day, and I tried to 
persuade them all that it was better for us to be de­
jnined a li ttle, as it would give us an opportunity of 
taking some rest, without which we should be in 
danger of fainting on our route. Muley Ibrahim, 
the Sheick, and Rais, were conversing during the 
whole night, and when daylight appeared, ( the 2d 
of November) Rais fu rnished me with pen, ink, and 
paper, and told me to write to Mr. Will shire, stating 
our present situation as near as I was able: this I 
accordingly did, while a talb or scrivener was em­
ployed in writing a letter for him, (as he could not 
write hiD1self.) At an early hour Seid, Sidi Mo­
h.mmed, and Bo-Mohammed, set out for Swearah, 
taking au" letters, and promising to return as soon 
as possible. Sheick Ali also, soon afterwards, left us, 
promising to return io four days. 



CHAP. xxn. 
Rais ~cl Coss;,,, gai1/$ lite fricndship of 'he prince­

good p,.Ol>;S;ons arc p,·ocllrcd- SI,.iek :I1li's pla1l6 
rll'isca"~!J-I"c!! set 'ill for, and m.,.i'Vc at Sanla Cr,l.z. 
in Ihe C1I'pi,.. of )lloroeeo. 

BE, ,,", now lcft alone with Rais bel Cossim, I 
questioned him COi1ccI'ning our detention: I\e said it 
would be but for a fow days, and that we needed a 
little tim e to refresh ourselves, in order to enable us 
to bear the fatigues of the remainder of our jour­
ney: thnt he trus ted he should make a friend of the 
'prince, in whose powor we all now were, and that 
he hopod to be able to elfect this by making him a 
small present. I told him T a lmost despaired of 
Iiying to regain my liberty, as I was extremely fee­
ble, anti lUust soon perish. "What ! (said he) dare 
you dish'us t the power of that God who has pre" 
served YOIl so long by miracles? No, my friend, 
(added he) tho God of bea,:en and of earth ,is youI' 
fr iond, and will not forsa ke you; but in his own goot{ 
time resto1'O )'ou to yonr liberty and to tho embraces 
of Yom' fatni ly; we must say, ' his will be done,' and 
be conten ted with onr lot, for God knows bost what 
is for our good." 

T o heal' snch sentiments ti'om the mouth of a 
Moor, whoso nation r had beon taught to can ide I' 
tbe worst of barbarians, I confess, filled my milld 
with awe and I'CI'prOnce, anu I looked up to him as 
a kind of superior being, whoa he added, " We at'e 
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all children of the same heavenly Father, who watch­
es over all our actions, whether we be Moor, at 
Christian, or Pagan, or of any other religion ; we 
must perform his will." Rais then called Muley 
Ibrahim, and had a long conference with bim. This 
prince Ibrahim was a man of a ve ry mild aspect, of 
a light complexion, about live feet ten inc.hes in 
height, and rather thin-his countenance was in­
telligent, and he was very active, though apparent­
ly sixty or seventy years of age. By the tenor of 
the com'ersation 1 could understand that Rais was 
flattering him highly, but in a deli cate way: he 
asked very affectionate ly about the prince's wives, 
and understanding he had but one, be inquired if 
she had any chi ldren ; and was answered, she had 
none: he next wished to know if she had any tea or 
sugar, and was answered in the negative. 

\Ve had not seen the faces of any of the women 
since we arrived at tile town where Sidi Mohammed 
dwelt. Rais now managed to get a little wood and 
some water, and we made a fire and boiled some 
calfee; this was done by the bel p of a small negro 
girl wbo was a slave to Muley Ibrahim; and during 
the absence of tbe prince. Rais, by giving the girl 
a small lump of loaf sugar, persuaded her to carry 
a large lump to her mistress, and also a cup of cof­
fee thick with sugar. Tbe prince had gone out be­
fore Rais attempted to bribe the girl. After carry­
ing in the coffee and the sugar, the girl returned 
and told Rais tbat ber mistress was much obliged to 
him, and would keep the cup and saucer, for she had 
I\eve~ seen one before, and thought them "ery pret-
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ty, and begged to know bow she might serve him in 
returD. R ais sent back word that she could serve 
him most essentially by striying to make the prince 
his friend. About one hour after tbis, Muley Ibra­
him entered our apartment, and asked Rais what he 
had been doing with his wife? saying, at the same 
time, " You had no need of gaining my friendship 
through her' influence, for you had it already;" but 
I conld perceive a ,'ery great difference in his man­
neI'. H e wished to know if Rais did not want to 
go to the mosque, which he said was ITot far distant. 
Rais accompanied him thither, and r discovered at 
his retum, about two hours after, that all was right 
between him and the prince, and that he had all the 
liberty ho required. I had, in the meantime, made 
some calfee, of which my companions and myself 
drank as much as we wanted, and nibbled our bis­
cuits, for our Arab fi-iends had before taken care to 
eat up all our boiled tongue. We were, alf of us, 
so excessively weak, that we were not able to fetoh 
water for ourselyes, and our diarrbrea also coutinued 
with the IDost distressing hermorrhoides: tlus day. 
howeyer, had passed away more smootbly than I 
had expected. In the eYening, the prince came, 
and prayed, in company with Rais, and appeared 
yery friend ly. After the prince retired, Rais inform­
ed me that he (Rais) had sent off to a rich man, an 
old acquaintance of his, whe lived about ooe day's 
journey south of us, fol' money to pay Sheick Ali's 
demand, and that he expected his friend ,,'auld come 
to him the next day- " but (said Rais) God has made 
Muley Ibrahim my firm friend: and he has given hJJ; 

if 
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lrillcely word that he will protect both me and my 
s!'wes, and in case force is necessary, he will pro­
vide a sufficiency to escort us into the emperor's 
Jominions-he will also provide some fowls and 
eggs for you in the morning, and you may tell your 
, hipmates they have nothing to fear, for to-morrow 
J~I. Shalla/I, ( i. e. if it is God's will) they shall have ' 
plenty of good food." This news cheered their 
spirits, and as ollr apprehensions had in some mea­
slire subsided, we rested comfortably. 

E arly in the morning of November the 3d, Mnley 
I brahim brought in some eggs, which we boiled for 
uur b"eakfast: he gave U9 salt to season them with, 
unJ soon after brought half a dozen fowls, and Rais 
taking the fowls' wings in his left hand , and turning 
his face towards the eas t, after saying aloud, Bes­
millah, (in the name of the most holy God) he cut 
their throats, and we soon dressed them after our 
fashion, and put them into an earthen pot wi th 
water, and se t it a boiling. The prince had fur­
nished us with wood, and brought us water with his 
own hands; he next went into his garden, and pulled 
some onions, turnips, and small squashes, with which 
we en riched our soup; and he also gave us salt and 
green peppers to season it with. We put in four 
fowls, and this soup would have been thought good 
in any country. A more grateful and wholesome 
dish could not possibly have been prepared for our 
poor disordered stomachs, that had been so long 
harassed with the most cruel griping pains, ' and 
felt as if thoy had lost all power of digestion. The 
prince and Rais had a bowl oftbe soup, with a part of 
.he fowls, and seemed to relish it ex.ceedingly. The 
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prince insisted on my eati';g from the same dish with 
them: inquired concerning lJJy wife and ohildretl, wish­
ad toknow their sex: aud continued from that timedul'­
ing ourstny ill his city 10 admiuiater all tbe relief and 
COUlfo,' t in his power, bOlh to me and Illy desponding 
and wretched companions, whose lust ray o[ hope 

-, had faded away on our being slopped h ,'e; although 
in [uct they we,'u lI ot ill U cQIJd ition to cOllti"ue their 
.ioul'llo)" padicularly 13ul'os anu Clal'k, [01' they Imd, 
sunken into a letllnl'g ic state, bO"dering on disaolLltioo . 
Ye t, when I was enabled to ex plain the causes afOUl' 

dotention, and to i,,[ol'lo them that the pl'ince was 
our friend, unu gave them nourishiug soups, their 
. pil'its cume aguill, and hope rniscd thom from tho 
gJ'ound,-To tho circlllllstallce of' tbis stoppage alone, 
and tllO l'riolld. iJil' and proteotion of tbis goou chief, 
I attribute, lInd,'r Prol'idence, tho sa"'ation of' ollr 
lives. On the Boeouu day o[ our do(oll(ion, iu the 
,,(tel'lloon, tho old man, Rais bel COBsi m's ["iolld, to 
whom he hnd WI"illon ful' aS$istnnce, came to see him : 
ho had hoen riding all ni ght (0 bo with Rai. ill time, 
Their mee ting was a fri endly one: the uld Ul UIl had 
two mulcs, 011 ono of wlitch w orO l wo baskots, con­
taining- u dozen of fowh; , uno some dry coos-coo-soo; 
these ho presontod (0 Hais, ancl said he had broull'ht 
livo hundred duli ars [01' his use, as he re'lli ested, and 
that he would bring it in : but llnis li nG! now become 
tho friend o[ Muley lbl'l\him, and thorofo,·. t1 id not 
no d the lIlonoy; yet this old fri end insisted on his 
t~king the {()Wls as "presont, with sO llle egg. he I\ud 
also brollgilt with him ; thu". Ihis nccepted, [or he 
~ui d they wore meunt as n proseot 10 Ole. 1 had 
lIoffiO [owls cookod Rkeady, and tlie old luan s~t down 
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and ate with Rais, and would have me to be one of 
the company: he told Rais that if he woulu but say 
the word, he 1V0uld go and collect his friends and 
lake the slaves by force ofarrus, and in spite ofSheick 
Ali" opposition would carry us safe to Santa Cruz, 
nnd beyond his power: but as Muley Ibrahim had 
gil"en his word, on which Rais said he could depend, 
to see us all safe to Santa Cruz, and to use all his 
force and influence, if that shou ld be necessary, the 
old man, whose name I am sorry to say I have forgot­
ten , left us and returned to his home. W'e now li ved 
for three days as well as we cou ld wish. 

On the fourth day afte r Seid's departure, akind of 
fa" wa" held at a short distance from ollr city, and 
Rais told me he was going to it, and would try by some 
manlEuYrc to liberate liS, and to get us on towards 
tllC sultan's uomioions.-A man of great infl uence 
l,,'cd about fll e leagues distance from that city. He 
was call ed a son of the holy prophet, or Shariff; had 
bern 10 Morocco, and was also ca ll ed .Z ajjh: (the pil­
grilu:) he was looked upon by all far and near as pos­
SC •• IUg' supernalura l powers, and was oheyed and al­
most worshipped as a superior being; and his word 
or dictate was equivalen t to a law. Rais went ta 
tho fair >tlld from tbence to the place of worship, and 
did not return until the afternoon, when he inform­
eel me he had bought a bullock at the fair, the best 
and fa tte st he cou ld find, though it was but a small 
one. He had sent one half of it to the son of the pro­
phet (or Sharitf) by the hand of a messenger, on a 
mule, saying, when you deliver tbe flesh to the el 
a,Ub, and he asks you who sent it to him, tell him. Ii. 
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pious ma,n, who has lately come from Swearah, and 
is now a guest with Muley Ibrahim, and wishes to 
be remembered in your prayers!' This, Rais said, was 
all the message he sent, but he was sure, that j[ the 
Shariff' accepted the present, he should see him before 

• the sun went down, Rais had given the other half to ' 
Muley Ibrahim,and remarked, that it was not so much 
the real value of a present that was taken into COD­
sideration by the Moors, but the manner of givil\g it, 
which· laid the receiver under such an obligation, as to 
make him your friend [orever,- This notion I was at 
a loss to understand, and therefore su pposed it to be 
some peculiarity in the customs of these singular 
people, Rais went out to prayers abo ut sUDset, and 
returned in a short time; when he mentioned that 
he had been waited u pan by the Shariff, who had 
asked him wbat favour he wanted, that made him 
send such a present to a stranger,-Rais told him our 
story, and that he had paid his money for myself and 
my companions, and begged his assistance to force 
Sheick Ali (whose power all dreaded) to consent to' 
have us removed quietly to Santa Cruz; where Rai. 
thought his property would be safe': this the Shariff 
promised to do, and even to exert all his influence if 
necessary, to remove and protect Rais and his pro­
perty by force of arms, and requestea to be informed 
withou t delay when Sheick Ali returned, 

On the following day (November 4th) the Sheick 
did return; and relying on the friendship of Muley Ibra­
him, had only one attendant : the Shariff was imme­
diately informed, of his' arrival, by express, and came 
to .ee him as an old friend; then takil)g him aside, hI: 

j 

I 

I 
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advised the Sheick to remove his slaves to Santa 
Cruz as soon as possible, asserting at the same time 
that he was certain that SidiIshem, whom the Sheick 
well knew and dreaded, would set out from his city 
011 the morrow with a force, in order to seize upon 
the slaves, whom he had before strove hard to pur­
chase for money witbout success, and if they were not 
in the domin ions o[ the emperor before he came, ano­
ther day would place them in his hands, when the 
Shuirk would not only lose tbem, but it must also 
kindle a war between him and that powerful chier; 
which would set (be whole country in a blaze, and 
aner all it would be impossible to deliver tbem from -
his grasp by force o[ arms. Wben the Sheick heard 
the advice of the Shariff, he returned to our prison, 
and Rais contrired to find ouL what had passed be­
tween (hem, by again meeting the Shariff at the city 
gate alone, as had been before agreed upon. Rais be­
ing thus fully informed and let into the secret, came 
into the apartment and informed me how matters 
stood. Shcick Ali, in the mean time, was unfolding 
lIis plan to Muly Ibrahim, ' and trying to gain bis 
consent to let tbe slaves be carried off in the night 
by surprise, but the prince would not consent; they 
were now within his walls, and he bad given his word 
they ~hould not be removed until the disputed right 
of property was settled by all parties face to face :_ 
this he should insist OD. Finding that plan would 
not answer any good purpose, and fearing Sidi Ishem'. 
expected arrival, and wishingtomakea merit ofneces­
ity, this crafty chief addressing Rais bel Cossim, told 

hi!'!, in a lIattering way, that he had found him to be 
Ll 



258 CAP'rAIN RILEY'S NARKA'I' IVE, 

a good and an hOllourable man, and wished to be ca:!­
led his friend; thal he did not doubt Rai s's word , 
since he knew his character, and would therefore 
consent to go on with the laves on tho mOITOW morD­
ing, as far as Santa Cruz, where they would wait 
fol' the ulTival of Sidi Hamet, and settle the right of 
property amicably. Rais, 01) tl,e other hand, as crafty 
as the Sheick, took care not to evince any desire of 
going, and being in the whole secret, now told Sheick 
Ali, that he had stopped him and bis Christian slaves 
a t first co nlrary lo the laws of justice and hospita lity, 
and that as he had kept them so long a time, he 
had no wish to remove thero at present, but would 
wait with patience ulltil Sid i Hamet should coroe 
down, aod convince (be Shcick thal he had done 
wrong in dctaiuing him. 

At lasl, however, he sulfered himself to be persuaded 
by li le united voices of :Sheick Ali and Mu ley lbl'a­
him, but on the express conditioll of boing escorted 
to Santa C ru z by the prince, who was a party in the 
wholo secre t. He was a lso (0 procure camels [or U8 

to ride on, and wen t forth to engage and have lhem, 
ready for n start a t daylight the ned morning, Rai. 
bel Cossim now informed mc that Muley Ibrahim bad 
lJl'cyiollsly agreed lo accompany us; (hat we were to 
I·ide Oil came ls, and that two hund,'ed horsemen were 
to guard us on tho road, in order to prevent any 
t reachery on the part o[ Sheiek Ali, who might a l­
ready have lroop. sta tioned on tlle way (0 seize and 
carry us oll'to the mouu tai ns: he had also g iven pl· i­
vate orders to his fl'iends and hi. vassals, to hold 
t homselves in I'cadiness in case of an alarm, T.he 
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two hundred horsemen were to take stations, so as to 
keep us in continual view without exciting suspicion , 
and to be ready to carry intelligence. Rais then 
bade me kill and boil what fowls and eggs remained, 
wbich I did, with the assistanc8 of my men, who had very 
muc;' recovered. 

CHARACTER OF S IDI ISHEI>I. 

Wbile the' fowls and eggs were cooking, I asked 
Rai. who this Sidi Ishem was? as bis..na,me alone had 
seemed capable of inspiring such dread. " This Sidi 
[sher"," said Rais," is a descendant of the former 
kings of Suse, before it was conquered by the 
Moors ;-he is a man of between fifty and sixty years 
of age, possessed of great wealth and power; is "cry 
crafty, and very brave, but rapacious and cruel; he 
bas under his command fifteen thousand horsemen, 
well armed :-they are of the race of the ancient 
inhabi tants of the country, from whom the whole 
country derives the name of BeTberia, corrupted by 
the Europeans into Barbary ;- these Berberians are 
extreme! y fierce and warlike, and are joined by all 
the renegado Moors, who escape from the Emperor'. 
dominion, to evade punishment for crimes they 'have 
committed. These men are always ready to join him 
in any of his enterprises, for they always get a share 
of the spoil. He lives in tbe gorge of a mountain, 
near the town of Widnoon, on the great route from 
Morocco. across tbe great desart, to Soudain, the 
country beyond tbe desart, and the city of Tombuc­
too. All tbe caravans that go either to or from the 
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desart aTe obliged to go close to Widnoon, and as the 
Atlas mountains .Ill:e on the one side, and the ridge 
next the sea on ihe other, they find if highly neces­
sary to secure his friendship and protection I>y pre­
sents.-Between this chief and ·the Emperor of Mo­
rocco there exists the most implacable hatred, and a 
continual jealousy, which a few years ago broke out 
into an open wa r. The emperor sent a powerful army 
agains t him, (said to be 30,000 strong) but Sidi 
Ishem was apprized of its approach in time, and sent 
off all the women, children, and old men, with all 
their substance, to the south foot of the Atlas moun­
tai ns, and on the g reat desart. The emperor's ,army 
entered his territory, wbere they found nothing to 
subsist upon; yet as they met with no resistance, they 

. carried on their work of destruction, by burning all 
the towns and every thing that was combustible, tear­
ing down the houses and walls of thei r cities, so that 
nothing escaped their violence and rapacity. They 
continued pursuing Sidi Ishem (who hovered about 
them with most of his men) until they were exhaust­
ed by fatigue and hunger; when this chief fell upon 
them by surprise with his infuriated f~lIowers, wbo 
had been rendered doubly desperate by the sight of 
their ruined cities. They slew mora than ten thou­
sand on the spot ; those who escaped tbis dreadful 
carnage, and fled , were hun tcd down and nearly all 
destroyed, before they could reach the city of Tar,,­
dant, (tbe southern and westernmost town in the 
emperor of Morocco's dominions) where the few' that 
were left found shelter, and spread such terror and 
dis)llay throughout that part of the empire, by the 
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horrid accounts they gave of their disasters, as to . 
render it impracticable to raise another army for 
the purpose of reducing Sidi Isbem and his men to 
submission. All the inhabitants were soon re-
called by their chief from the mountains and 
desarts ; took possession of their country anew, re­
huilt their cities and dwel lings, and are at tbis time 
more powerful, more feared and respected, than tbey 
were previous to that event." This is the account 
Rais hel Cossim gave me in Spanish, as nearly as my 
memory served me, when r took it down at Moga­
dore :-he also said that we had escaped falling into 
his hands o\lly by groping our way along a private 
path on the sea shore. The substance of this acco unt 
of Sidi Is il em was confirmed, after my arrival at Mo­
gadore, by Mr. Will shire and others . 
. Our food being prepared, and every thing packed 

IIp tight for a start, we got a short nap, and at day­
light on the moroing of the 4th of November, we 
were placed on five camels, which were sadd led 
much belter tha n any we had hitherto rode: they 
had on them also bags of barley, and empty sacks, 
made of tent cloth, that would hold, I should suppose, 
(en 01' twelve bushels; these altogether made quite 
a comfortable seat, tbough rather a wide one, and 
we could hold ourselves on by the ropes that secured 
the lading: they placed me on the largest·camel I had 
yet seen, wbich was nine or ten feet in beigbt. The 
camels were now all kneeling or lying down :--and 
mine among tbe rest. I thought I bad taken a good 
hold to steady myself while he was rising- yet, hi. 
motion was a heavy, and my strength so far exhaust· 
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ed, that I could not possibly hold- on, and tumbled 
off over his tail, turning entirely over. I came down 
upon my feet, which prevented my receiving any ma­
terial injury, though the shock to my frame wa" very 
severe.-:-The owner of the camel helped me up, and 

. asked me if I was injured?-I told him no- "God 
be praised," said he, "for turning you over; had 
you fallen upon your head, these stones must have 
dashed out your brains; but the camel," added he," is 
a sacred animal, and heaven protects those who ride 
on him! had you fallen from an ass, though he is only 
two cubits and a half high, it would have killed you; 
fo r the ass is not so noble a creature as the camel and 
t he horse."-I afterwards found this to be the pre­
,·ailing opinion among all classes of the Moors and 
t he Arabs.-When they put me on again, two of the 
men steadied me by the legs until the camel was fairly 
up, and then told me to be careful, and to hold on fast: 
they also took great care to assist my companions in 
the same way. 

Being now all mounted, we set off to the N. )!;. 
leaving Sluka, (for that was the name of the place 
where we had been confined) accompanied by Rais 
bel Cossim, Muley Ibrahim, and his two servants, and 
Sheick Ali, with bis attendant, all riding on mules and 
"sses: the five owners of the camels went on foot, 
.. aoh driving his own .camel, and taking care of its 
rider.-Sluka was built in a quadrangular form; its 
walls would measure about three hundred yards on 
eaoll angle; they were IDuilt of 1'ough stone, laid iu 
ch),. and appeal'ed to be fG>Ur or five feet thick at 
tiMf >,a.e, and twenty fllCt in height, tapering off to 
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two feet thick at the top, and were c)"",wned with 
turrets all around. It had but one gate, which was 
at its north angle, very strongly made, and swinging 
on the ends of its back posts, which were let into 
lar'ge stone sockets at the bottom and at the top: 
the gate consisted of two folding leaves, and at night 
was secured by four heavy woouen bars. The town 
was divided within, into as many compartments ' as 
there were families i\l it, which I should think might 
amount to three hunored, probably containing in all 
flye thousand souls. The houses were built of 
the same materials as the walls; only one story high, 
and nat roofed: except the door, they looked like 
heaps of mud and stone: even that of the prince 
Lore the same appearance, without any other distinc­
tion or ornament than being closer jointed and more 
bedaubeu with mud,-AII the flooks and herds were 
driven within the walls every night, and each owner 
makes those that belong to him lie down in his own 
yard or enclosure. 

As we travelled on, we passed between a great 
number of cities or towns, similar;n appearance to 
Sluka, with which this truly vast plain is chequered. 
The wbole plain seemed very fertile, was planted 
with numerous groves and orchards of fig and other 
fruit trees, with here and there a clump of the argt. 
tree, ) ellowwith fruit. The inhabitants were busied 
in ploughing up the soil, with a kind of plough which 
I shall hereafter describe,-We proceeded on very 
rapidly, keeping those on foot running constantly, and 
had been travelling abont six hours, when we came 
to the ruins of many towns on our left. similar in ap' 
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pea ranee to Stuka; near the shattered walls of sam. 
of which stood several battering machines, but they 
were at the distance of a mile or more from Us. 
These places appeared to have been 'recently inhabi­
ted; for the gardens near the walls were still green 
with vegetation. Wishing to know what had been the 
cause of such desolation, I was informed by Muley 
Ibrahim and Sheick Ali, through Rais bel Cossim, 
that a family quarrel happened about one year ago 
between the chiefs of two of these towns, which soon 
broke out into the most dreadful kind of warfare­
each party, engaged their friends to assist them in 
fighting what each termed their righteous battles: the 
neighbouring towns joined, some on one side, and 
some on the other, and the plain '\Vas deluged with 
blood, This quarrel being only of a family nature, 
Sidi Ishem did not interfere, and it was finally settled 
by the destruction of seven of those small cities, and 
most of their inhabi tants. These ruins were now 
en tirely abandoned, and their environs laid desolate, 
though the war continued only one month, I could 
scarcely believe it possible for such devastation to 
have been committed in so short a time or on suclr 
trivial grounds; but Rais bel Cossim (who was born 
near Santa Cruz) assured me that nothing was more 
common than such feuds between families in those 
parts: that he had knowil. many himself, with everJ' 
eircumstance attending them, and that they were 
very seldom finished until one family or the other 
was exterminated, and their names blotted out from 
tbe face of the earth. 
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"V. e continued our journey until about mid-day still 
on the plain, when Santa Cruz or Agader was dis­
tinctly seen and pointed out to me. It is situated on 
thc summit of a high mountain; its walls are white, 
and can bc descried at a great distance. The plain 
Oil IVhich we travelled was nearly level; not a brook 
or stream of water had we passed since leaviDg the 
last mentioned river, but the towns and villages had 
many deep wells neartheir walls, from which the ioha­
hitoots drew water for themselves and their numerous 
,.ott e.-Innumerahle clumps of the evergreen arga 
tree, loaded with the rich oil nut, were scattered over 
the plain in every direction. Vast numbers ofleaf­
leoo fi g trees, and enclosures of grape vines with date, 
pomegranate, almond, oraDge, and other fruit trees, 
promised abundance in tbe irseasons; and delightfully 
variegated the scene.-Hundreds of the inhabitants 
wcre busied in' ploughing tbe soil, which appeared 
rich, though dry ; and sowing their barley; while 
their herds were browsing on the shrubs round 
about for the want of grass.-Many unarmed men, 
with droles of camels aDd asses loaded with salt and 
oilier merchandise, were meeting and passing us al· 
most continually. We saw also, from time to time, 
bands of armed men on horseback, of about fifty iD 
each band, most of whom r learned from Rais were 
the frienels of Muley Ibrahim, whom he had request­
ed to nde guard, as r before mentioned, and to be 
ready to act in our behalf in case of treachery, or 
of any emergency whatever. Our path led us in a 
N. E. direction, and Ibe camels were kept most of 
the time on a great trot, while their drivers were 

Mm 



266 CAPTAlN RlLEY'S NARnAT lVE . 

running on [oot, and kept up with us, seemingly, 
with great ease; though I compute we rode at the 
rate o[ seven or eight miles an hour. 

About tlVO P. M. approaching the coast, we fell in 
with huge drifts of loose sand on our left, which 
extended to the sea shore. This sand had been 
driven from the sea beach by the constant trade 
winds, and as the sea had retired, (for it was clean 
coarse beach sand) it had undoubtedly for ages been 
making its way grad ua lly from the coast, (which was 
now about twenty miles distant) an d had buried, as 
I was informed, several flourishing village" tOWDS, 
aod cities, the tops of whose walls were still visible; 
the circular domes of a considerable number of 
saint-hollses, or sanctuat'ie$, whose bodies were en· 
tirely enveloped, were yet to be seen among these 
barren heaps of overwhelming sands; for the in­
habitants take great care (0 clear away around them, 
all d to give them a whitewashing eve ry year. Mu­
ley Ibrahim informed me that a large town called 
Rabeah, \vhose ruins we had passed in mounting 
over tb e sand hills, was a flourishing place within 
his remembrance; (probably fifty years ago;) that 
he himself was born in it-bul tha t large bodies of 
sand had already encroached upon its northern wall : 
that as soon as it was overtopped, it fell in, and the 
whole city was fillecl with sand in the course of one 
year after, and its inhabitan ts forced to seek a neW' 
shelter. These drifts extended, as far as we could 
distinguish sund, on our right. 

H aving got past the high heaps, which fill ed a space 
of eight or ten mil es in wid th, we came to the hig~ 
hanks of an apparently once large river, now callet.! 
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by the natives el Wad Sta. This river's ancient bed, 
and th e high banks, which are stili perfectly distinct, 
bear the strongest marks of having been once laved 
by a slream of four or five mil es in breadth, and 
nearly a ile hundred feet in depth , or by a part of 
the ocean. The steep, lJarren, and craggy mountains, 
ris ing before us' to the eastward aod southward, 
though very high, appeared to se rve only as a base 
to the mighty range of Atlas, whose towering height 
and grandeur filled my mind with awe and astonish­
men.. Notwithstanding my frame was literally 
exhausted, yet my imagination transported me back 
to a time when this region migbt have been inhabi­
ted by men in a higher state of civilization , and 
when it was probably one of the fairest portions of 
the African continent. !VI y reasons for imagining 
thi. are, first, that it is we ll known by historians, 
that the Romans had settlements along this coast a. 
fa ,' south as Sa lee at least, and no 90ubt much 
further. Second, that the Portuguese and Span­
Ia"ds had possessed the settlements of Mamara, 
Ma=agoll, Ashedre, Santa C,.,.z, &c. Third, by the 
traditional information obtained from Rais bel Cossim 
and Sidi Mohammed, I have no doubt that a large 
city and settlement of civilized men existed at a for­
mer period near the mouth of the river ScAelern, 
irom sixty to one hundred miles west of Santa Cruz, 
and I am firm ly of opinion that the convenience of 
these harbours, the luxuriancy of the surrounding 
soil, and the commercial advantages this part of the 
country olfers, were a sufficient inducement for 
colonization. 
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We had now approached to within two miles of 
Santa Cruz or Agader, (the lower town or port) 
when rising an eminence, the ocean opened to 
OUI' view at a distance, and near-by appeared 
Santa Cruz bay, which was then guite smooth. 
Nearly one hundred good looking fishing boats 
were hauled up on the beach out of the reach of 
the surf, and numbers of long fishing nets were 
spread out to dry on the sand and over the boats. 
This view gave a most favourab le idea of the impor­
tance of this bay as a fishery. 

The sun had not yet set, and Rais informed me 
he dia not wish to enter the lower town till dark, 
and did not mean to go nearer the fortress than he 
could help, for fear of insult and detention; so ,ve 
stopped about a mile short of it, to the southward, 
where I had an opportunity of examining this bay 
with a seaman's eye.-It is spacious and perfectly 
well defended from the common trade winds, say 
from N. N. W. all round the compass; by the East, 
and as far as S. W. thence to N. N. W. it is,entirely 
open, and of course is a very dangerous anchorage 
in the winter months, when westedy winds prevail on 
these coasts; at which times, as there is no possibility 
of getting to sea, vessels at anchor in this bay must 
remain where they are; not however without the 
greatest risk of being driven on shore in spite of 
the best of anchors and cables, and large vessels 
must ride too far out to make it a good harbour for 
them at any season of the year.-The port of 
Santa Cruz, or, as it is called by the na tives, .I1gader, 
has been shut by order of the Sultan for maDr 
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yearB; yet there arc parts of the wrecks of vessels 
. till visible, sticking up thro ugh the sand on the 
beach. 

A littl e whil e after sunset we entered the lower 
tow n, or port., liS it is called; this village is situa­
led on the steep decl ivity of the mountain's base, 
on which the upper tOWlI is built, and near the sea, 
wh ich was hes the south end of the principal . street. 
The steep side of the mountain on which this village 
IS erected has been appal'ently sloped down by art, 
so as to make it practicable to build on it; has one 
principal street and several small alleys; the houses 
are built of rough stone laid in lime mortar, and 
are hut one story in height, with /lat roofs ten aced 
wilh lime and pebbles. ~T e could see the tops of 
many houses below us, and the whole made but a 
miserable appea rance. It was not quite dark when 
we entered the village. The street was soon q Llite 
filled with Moo rs, (men and boys,) and they saluted 
us by spitting on us, and pelting us with stones and 
sticks, accompanied with the Spanish words," Carojo 
a la JlIlierda 1. Sara, perro y, bestias, and many other 
chosen phrases equally delicate and polite; but some 
of the old men now and then uttered a "how de do, 
Ch,.istianos I" in broken English and Spanish. ~T e 
were cond ucted through the street to its further ex­
tremity towards the north, where we took up our 
quarters for the night in the open air alongside a 
smith's shop; our camels and asses were then fed 
with barley. Some of the inhabitants kindled .. 
fire for our company, whilst others were preparing 
a rich repast for them of boiled and baked fish, and 
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C01/S-GOO-SOp, of which, after they had eaten, ~hey 
gave us the remains, and we found it excellent food, 
Numbers of men, driving asses peCore them,load.,d 
with fisb, bad passed us going into tbe counti'Y the 
day before, and they were of tbe same kind as those 
we had taoted soon after our enl,'ance into Suse, 
and we had also seen lhe same kind of fish at Sluka: 
thay carry them from Santa Cruz, or Agader, about 
tbe country in every direction, where they sell them 
for a good price, being much in request. This fi sb 
"Very much resembles the salmon both in size, shape, 
2\ld flavour; weighing (from appearance) from eight 
to sixteen or twenty pounds; and is extremely fat and 
delicate, I tben recollected to have seen in my se­
veral voyages to the Canary Islands, numbers of 
small vessels arrive from the coast of Africa laden 
with this species of /ish, and to ha I'e been told they 
were caught near that eoast: they are highly es­
teemed in the Canarie~, where they call them Baca­
lao .!lfricano, or the African cod-fish, and are sold at 
from five to ten dollars per quintal, or at least one­
third higher than the best of American cod-fish: they 
arc dried, without salting, on the vessels' decks, 
and their scent is so strong as to nearly suffocate 
the crews of merchant vessels that lie near them 
while discharging, I have been (old that no less than 
one huud red barks, of from fifteen to fifty tons bur­
den, are continually employed in this fishery, near 
the African coast from the Canary Islands, and that 
scarcely a year passes without more or less of them 
beIng driven on shore by tempests or other acci­
dents, wh~n the crews either perish wirh the "essel, 
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or upon their reaching the shore, are massacred hy 
tbe natiYes, or else carried off into the interior as 
slares, where they are never after heard from. 
ACter myan·iya] in Mogadore, or Swearah, I was 
informed that the crew of a bark of this description 
landed imprudently on the beach not far from Santa 
Cruz, abo ul two years since, where ,th"y were sur­
prised by a sudden attack, but all escaped into the 
boat except one man, who was seized and Garried 
oil On the return of the bark to Teneriffe, the 
wife of the man who had been left, upon inquiring 
for her IlU.band, was informed that he was made a 
slare: distracted by this shocking event, she ran, 
raving as she was, to the archbishop, and begged of 
him ellher to take her life, or restore to her arms 
hel' lost husband, the father of five helpless chil­
d ren: she was POOl', but her case excited general 
pit)-a subscription was ope.ned, and the sum of 
about five hundred dollars soon raised. The arch­
bi hop in the meantime wrote to Alexander W. 
Court, lhen Spanish agent at Mogadore, to ran­
som this unforlunate man, which he effected with 
much diniculty; but as tbe money did not come on in 
tllne, 01' from some other cause, this poor Spaniard, 
"h"s~ nalOe was Fermin, remained in Mogadore for 
nearly a Jear without being permitted to go home, 
when :'Ilr. William Willshire and Don Plabo Riva, of 
!\logadore, and Mr. John O'Sullivan, of New­
York, interfered in his favo ur ; furnished him with 
olothing; procured for him a passage, and sent him 
to his disconsolate family. This is said to be the 
only Spaniard who has been redeemed in that part 
'~ f Barbary, for many years past. 
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CHAP. XXJJ I. 

Sheick Ali oUI-manallwred aga';I' b!J l=tais bel Cossim 
-tAcy set oj/ ill IAe n';gltl-1ILeel will.. Sidi Hamet 
and Ais brotiter, accoupanied by some )Jioors will. 
mAlic,. s6uI b.'1 Mr. Willsbire for II .. sullerers to ride 
on-occ,,,nllc,s on IAe road-meeting will. Mr. Wi ll­
shire naar Sweara" or J)l[ogadore-lhey go iI/to tlwt 
diy-are OJ'dered bcfol'e the BaslwIO--{lre clemlsed, 
cia/fwd, WId fed, by Ih.i,· delive.rer. 

AFTE\{ snpper Rais bel Cossim told me to keep" 
good look out: that he wonld watch the motions of 
Sheick Ali, who he sti ll feared was plotting against 
our liberty. After I had informed my enfeebled 
and dosponding companions that we were now out 
of danger 6'om the Arabs, (hlll'ing come about lifty 
miles from Stuka) and in the empero,' of J"Iorocco's 
dominions, and, consequently, sure of being liberated, 
and that too in a yery few days; and after telling 
th III thnt w mnst bear up under our fatignes with 
fortitude, and exert our remaining strength and spi­
pits, in order to r ach Mogadore, we all laid our­
gelves down to rest: Gilt! my ompaniol~, though 
they had tho bare ground for their bed, yet as they 
WOI" ' wrapped lip in cloaks, and had their stomachs 
weU 1111 d with g'ooLI and nourishing food, soon fen 
asleep. As for mysulf, (ear, hope, and various other 
sensations, kept me awake, and I could Dot close my 
cy s, but waitt>d with ",treme anxiety for the "p­
penl'llnrt' of Rai. bd Cossiro. Soon after midnighl 
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Rais came, and finding me awake, he roused me and 
the owners of the camels, and requested them to get 
rcady to go on speedil )", and then told me that on 
ente ring this place, while he was busied in feeding 
llis mule, Sheick Ali had stolen off privately to the 
town, and visited the gove rnor, WIlD had agreed, on 
his representation, to take us into custody in the 
morning at day-break, and assist in ex torting what 
money the Sheick demanded; or to conn ive at our 
i,eing .tolen and carried back by Sheick Ali's men to 
-;use " I ha~e learned this (said he) from an old 
friend of mine, whom I met and commissioned to 
watch Sheick Ali 's motions when we were coming 
11110 tillS place: awaken your shipmates : you must 
dcpart this instant: the drivers know the road ; it is 
very rocky: YOII mllst te ll your men to hold on as 
light as poss ible; and remember, if you are four 
leagues frolll th is town before daylight, your liberty 
i< secured, if not, you will be again the most mi se­
rable of slayes. Encourage you r men to use their 
IItmost exertions, and I hope, with God's blessing, in 
three clays more you will be in Swearah with your 
frie nd. I will join you as Soon as possible." The 
camels were by this time ready: we were placed on 
them, and proceeded up tbe rocky steeps as fast as 
pOSSible, but with the most profound silence. Sleep 
seemcll to haye literally sealed the eyes of all the 
Moors m the lower town, and in the batteries near 
the path through which we passed; these batteries 
rose onc above another like an amphitheatre to­
wards the fortress. The quadrangular walls of 
the tOWI1 and fortress of Santa Cruz, or Agade r , 

;..' n 
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crowneu the summit of tbis mountain, on our right, 
and stand, from appearance, not less tban fifteen hun­
dred feet above the IeI'd of the sea. We went fast 
forward, ill profound silence, which was not in the 
least disturbed by the tread of the camels; because 
their feet are ;s soft as sponge or leather: only the 
hoarse roaring of tlte surf breaking among the rocks 
below liS, startled the ear, and excited in my mind 
frightful images of direful shipwrecks, and the con­
sequent miseries of the poor mariner driven on this 
inhospitable coast. 

We had been hurrying on as fast as possible for 
about two hours, and had gained tbe distance of 
probably three leagues from Santa Cruz, when our 
ears were struck with the clinking sound of iron 
against the stones, which announced the approach of 
horses or mules tbat were shod; and in an instant, 
though dal'k, we discoveTed close by us on our right 
a considerable number of men riding on mules, and 
passing the other way. Not a word was uttered on 
either side, nor could the faces of any be distin­
guished, though we were not more tban three 01' 

four yards asunder. A thought darting across my 
mind, suggested to me that it was myoid masler: 
I instantly called out Sirli Hamel! and was quickly 
answered-ascoon Riley? (who is it, Riley?) the 
whole company stopped in an instant; and the next 
moment I had the joy of kissing the hand of myoId 
master and benefactor. Sidi Mohammed, Seid, and 
Bo-Mohammed, were in his company, together with 
three or four Moors, whom OUI' kind friend had sent 
down, charged with the money and mules for OUl' 
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ransom and coO\"eyance, The principal Moor, and 
who had charge of the money until we were deli­
vered ovel' according to the wish of Sidi Hamet, 
spoke Spanish fluently ; he wanted to inquire of me 
where Rais bel Cossim was; I told him at Santa 
Cruz ; Sidi Hamet wished to question me himself, 
and asked me " where i,s Sheick Ali?" and when I 
informed him that I had left him in Santa Cruz, in 
cOln pullY with Rais bel Cossim and Muley Ibrahim, 
he was satished; and said Sheick Ali was a bad mall, 
a",l di d not fear God, Seid a lso pretended to be 
milch rejoiced a t our being on the road to Mogadore, 
and yet I thought I cou ld disco"er that he was try­
ing to pIa, a deep game of artful duplicity; but old 
Sidi Mohammed was in truth rejoiced to find us in 
the emperor's dominions, Having now been abso­
lutely delivered over to Bel Jl1ooden, the Moor who 
had charge of the money, he paid it over to Sidi 
Hamet, and three of U6 were mounted on mules, 
and proceeded on, while all those whom we met, 
weill towards Santa Cruz, exoept the three Moors 
who owned and brought the mules down for us to 
ride 011, and who remained and proceeded northward 
with us, 

All the time we had stopped to make the neces­
sary arrana-emeo ts above mentioned, the owners of 
the camels were urging us to go forward, thereby 
showing a disposition to obey the orders of Rais 
bel Cossim, and would not for a long time believe 
that those who stopped us were not OUl' enemies. 
The backs of the lUules were covered with large 
.addles made of coarse rloth, stuffed with sl l'aw. 
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and formed vcry broad, 50 as to fit their shape, and 
reached almost from their heads to their tails: this 
kind of saddle is too broad for a man to atlempt to 
stride. Over the saddles were placed what the 
Moors and Arabs call a s!twe)'),!}, which is made like 
a double basket, and formed of palm leaves woven 
together like mat work: each of these baske ts might 
contain about two bushels: they are attached (oge­
ther by a mat woven in with and like the res t, of 
about a [oat fil)d a half in width, sufiiciently strong 
to bear a burden, and long enough to let then> han~ 
down easi ly on the sides of the mules: the outer 
part of this shwe,.ry is held up by means of a rope 
passing throllgh the handle on one side, and tied to 
that all the other, passing over the mule's back. In 
this shwerry, they carry their provisions, merchan­
dise, and spare clothing, (if any they have) when on 
their journeys. The rider sits on the saddle above 
the shll'erry, with both legs on one side, balancing 
his body exactly, and rides extremely easy, as be 
can shift his position at pleasure, and the mule's gait 
is an easy, fast ambling walk, which they are taught 
when very young; their motion is very slight, and 
was a seasonable relief to our almost dislocated 
limbs: the change, with respeet to jolting, was so 
great from the camel to the mule, that we could not 
keep our eyes opeo from mere drowsiness, and 
Burns getting asleep, dropped off his mule, and was 
so badly hurt as to be from that time incapable of 
SIJpporting himself; so that a Moor was obliged to 
sit before or behind him, and keep him on, dl'lving 
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the mule at the same time: and this was continued 
d unn£; tile remainder oC our journey. 

We· had proceeded in this way until about ten 
o'clock, wben we were joined by Rais bel 'Cossim, 
Sid i Hamet, Seid, Sidi Mohammed, and Bel Moo­
dell. I now inquired of Rais what had become of 
Muley Ibrahi m and Sheick Ali, with their attend· 
ants, . and he told me , they had se t out for their ' re­
'poc ti"e homes. I wanted to know all the parlicu. 
lars of their proceedings, and Rais promised to 
slIl"fy me after breakfast, which we now stopped to 
eat, (I'iz. biscuit and butter) near a well that afford­
ed us good waler, though nearly on a leyel with the 
.ca. After we were again mounted, he began to 
relate as follows. "When my friend told me of 
Sheick Ali'. plan , [ stole 'away softly, and came and 
sent you oJT without the Sbeick's knowledge ; but 
Mule), Ibrallim was in tbe secret, and remained with 
the Shciek to preyent alarm if he should awake 
dunng Illy absence." Rais bel CQ~m further told 
me in substance, that as soon as we were on our 
Journey, be returned and laid himself down to sleep 
across the door-way, where Sheiek Ali slept, and in 
blIeh a maoner as to make it impossible for tbe She­
lck to go out without alarmiog him; the Sheick 
awoke at the dawn of day, and finding himself 
blockaded in the house, awakened Rais, and told 
him that they had better wait on the governor this 
morning, to which Rals consented, but wanted to 
see the slaves first, so as to have some Goffee made: 
tbis was agreed on; but when they came where we 
had slept, and found none qfus there, nor the camels, 
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nor their drivers, Rais broke out into tbe most vio­
lent passion apparently; accused the Sbeick of 
having robbed bim of his slave. during the night, 
and said he would instantly have him seized and de­
livered up to the governor to be punished according 
to the Moorish law. Muley Ibrahim, who knew tbe 

'whole alfair, joined with Rais, protesting he could 
no longer hold friendship with a man who was ca­
pable of committing such an art, which he consi­
dered to be one of the worst breaches of .faith that 
ever disgraced a man o( his (the Sheick's) high cha­
racter. Sheick Ali ,vas thunderstruck by this unex­
pected event-declared, in the most solemn manner, 
that he knew nothing about our escape, begged he 
might not be delivel'ed up to the governor ; acknow­
ledged he had laid a plan the preceding evening for 
our detention; wished Rais to leave the governor a 
small present, and proceed on the road towards 
Mogadore in the hope of finding us, saying, we must 
have gone that way, ' as the gatesweTe shut on the 
oiher side, and there was no possibility of turning 
back by any other route. The. Sheick added, "I 
am in your power, and will go on with you and m1 
friend Muley Ibrahim, without any attendants, to 
prove to you that I am innocent, and that I place 
the gre.atest confidence in your friendship." Thus 
they agreed to pursue and endeavour to overtake the 
supposed runaway slaves; but soon after they had 
mounted the hills north of Santa Cruz, mee ting our 
former masters, with Bel Mooden and Sidi Moham­
med, who had seen us, (as I before mentioned) they 
stopped and talked over their several affairs. She-
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Ick Ali insisted that Sidi Hamet had treated him 
very ill: that he and Seid owed him four hundred 
doHars, which they were to pay him on their return 
from the desart, but that they had passed hy his 
lands three days' journey with their slaves, without 
even calling on him to eat bread; he added, he 
would have gone with tbem himself, and with an 
armed force through Sidi Ishem's country, to prevent 
that chief ["om taking their property-" but you 
wi.l;ed to cheat me of my money, as you did of 
my daughter," said he, addressing himself to Sidi 
lIamet. Sidi Hamet, whose yoice had been v!,ry 
high before, now loweriog his tooe, said, it was bet­
It>t' (0 settle their disputes than to quarrel; so he 
acknowledged he owed his father-in-law three huo­
,hcd and sixty dollars for goods, but asserted that 
they were not worth half tbe mooey: be would, 
howeycr, pay the principal, but no interest, which 
would have swelled the amount of debt to more than 
6,-e hundred doHars; the Sheick agreed to take the ' 
principal, which was counted out in silver, as he 
would nol take gold doubloons in payment, be­
cause he did not know their real value. He then 
delivered up Sidi Hamet's bond, and said he would 
return to his trihe. Rais bel Cossim gave Muley 
Ibrahim a present in cash, and they separated, having 
first yowed everlasting friendship, and joined in 
pra J 01 [or tLte success of their several journeys. 

Our company now consisted of Rais bel Cossim, 
Bel Mooden, Sidi Hamet, Seid, Sidi Mohammed, 
and three Muleteers, all armed with muskets, swords, 
<>r daggers-the Jive Bereberies with their camels, 
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who had brought us on from Stuka, and myself and 
four shipmates. W e proceeded along ·the coast, 
some times on a sand beach, now climbing an almost 
perpendicular mountain of great height by a wind. 
ing kind of zigzag road that seemed to have been 
cut in the rock in many "places, by art ; tben desfend­
ing into deep valleys by this kind of natm'al steps;. 
the rocks on our right for a great distance, rising 
nearly perpendicularly. The path we were nOlv 
obliged to follow, was not more than two feet wide 
in one place, and on our left it broke off in a preci­
pice of some hund red feet deep to the sea- the 
smallest slip of .the mule or camel would bave 
plunged it and its rider down the rocks to inevitable 
and instant death, as there was no bush" or other 
thing to lay hold of by which a man might saye his 
·Iife. Very fortunately for us, there had been no 
rain for a considerable time previous, so that the 
road was now dry. Ihis told me, when it was wet 
it was never attempted, and that many fatal acci­
dents had happened there within his remembrance; 
though there was another road which led round ol'er 
the mountains far within the country. 

One of these accidents he said he would mention. 
'I A C0111pany of Jews, siK in number, from Santa 
Cruz for Morocco, came to this place with theil' 
loaded mules in the twilight, after sUDset; being 
very anxious to get past it before dark, and supposing 
no other (ral'e llers would venture to meet them, or 
dare to pass it in the night, they did not take the pre­
caution to look out, and call aloud before tbey en· 
tered on it; for them is a place bllilt Ollt on eacIt 

" 
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end of this dangerous piece of road, from whence 
Ol od may see if there are others on it: not being 
'I'lite half a mile in length, a pers0n by hallooing 
uul ~an be beard from one end to the other, and it 
I- tile practice of all who go that way, to give· this 
si?;oal. A company of Moors had enteJ'ed .at the 
vthel' end, and going towards Sanla Cruz at the 
same time, and they also supposing that no others 
would llare to pass it at that hour, came on without 
the usual precaution. Abont half way over, and in 
the most dillicnl t place, the two parties met- there 
was no possibility of passing each other, nor of 
turning about to go back either way- the Moors 
were mounted as well as the Jews-neither party 
could retire, nor cou ld anyone, except the foremost, 
get off of hi, mule: the Moors soon became outrageous, 
and tllreatened to throw the Jews down headlong­
the Jews, thongh they had always been treated like 
.1.\e8, and forced to submit to every insult and in­
dignity, yet finding themsell'es in this perilous situa­
tion, without lhe possibility of retiring, and being 
tlDwiliing to break their necks merely to accommo­
date the Moors, the foremost Jew dismounted care­
full) oyer the head of his mule, with a stout stick in 
hi. haTld: the Moor nearest him did the same, and 
calOe fvl\\ ard to attack him with his scimitar: both 
were fig hting for their lives, as neither could re­
treat-t!'l' J cw's mule was first pitched do wn· the 
craggy steep, and dashed to atoms by the fall-the 
J en's stick was next hacked to pieces by the scimi­
tar; when finding it was impossible for him to save 
his life, he seized the Moor in his arms. ana spring-

00 
/ 
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ing off the precipice, both were instantly hurled to 
destruction-two more of the Jews and one Moor 
lost their lives in the same way, together with eigbt 
mules, and the three Jews, who made out to escape, 
were hunted down and killed by the relations of the 
Moors who had lost their lives on the pa~s, and the 
place has ever since been called" the Jews' leap." 
It is, indeed, enough to produce dizziness, even in 
the head of" sailor, and if I had been told the story 
befo!"e getting on this frightful ridge, I am not cer­
tain but that my imagination might have disturbed 
my [acuities, and rendered me incapable of pro­
ceeding with safety along this perilous path. Tbe 
danger o,'er, however, and the story fmished, we 
found ourselves mounting tbe first bank from the sea 
Oil Cape Geel·. "Vhen we came on the height, at 
the pitch of the Cape, I rode up to the edge of th~ 
precipice to look down upon the tumultuous ocean. 
The present Cape is about one hundred feet in heigh t, 
aild appeared to have been much shattered and rent 
by the w.,'es and tempests: huge masses of rocks 
had been undermined, broken off, and tum bled 
down one upon another, forming very wild and dis­
orderly heaps in the water all around it. I cOll ltf 
not help shuddering at tbe sight and sound of the 
surf as it came thundering on, and burst against the 
ti"'mbling sides of this rocky Cape, which is about a 
mile in length, and is already Ilndermined in such a 
manner, that the whole road along which we passed 
witi very probably soon tumble dOlVn among tbe as­
sailing billows. On our r ight, the land rose gradu­
ally like ao inclined plane, a.nd was covered with 
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pebbles and other round smooth stones that bore 
strong marks of having been tossed about and worn 
by the surf on a sea beach: it rose thus for about 
(wo miles, when it was interrupted by perpendicular 
and orerhanging cliffs of craggy and broken rocks 
three or four hundred feet in height: these rocks 
and the whole face of tbe upper Cape bore as strong 
marks of having once been washed and beat UpOD 
by the ocean, as did the cliff below us, against which 
It was now dashing with dreadful violence. Along 
most parts of the inclined plane, and particularly 
near the upper cliff, were large mounts of loose sand 
lU fonD of snow drifts. This sand was now flying 
lip (rom the beach below, being blown out fro1\1 
"lUang tbe rocks by the strong trade winds at every 
low tide, and almost as soon as the dashings of the 
w,,,'es among them had prepared it: this sand, 
and in fact all we had seen since we came to the cul­
ti\ated country, was the same in appearance as that 
which we saw and passed through on the des art, and 
must haye been produced and heaped up by the 
same causes. After passing t1le Cape, about one 
hour's ride, we came to the high bank of a riYer, and 
debcending to its left shore, we found its mouth was 
illbl up with sand that had been washed in by the 
. ea, though the river was abou t half a mile wide at 
its end, and appeared quite deep-here we stopped 
to take some food, namely, biscuit and butter. 

nel Mooden bad also brought some dried figs, 
dates, and nuts. Having finished our repast, we 
were again placed on our beasts, and proceeded 
round the mouth of the river on a sandy beach, 
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about one hundred yards wide, and twenty feet 
above the level of tbe fresh water within, and 
thirty feet above the sea water on the \leach, at high 
tide. Our guidep informed me that this Fiver ·was 
called" el wod Tensha;" that it had former!), been a 
very wide and deep one, and used to empty itself 
into the sea : that in the rainy season it was impos­
sible t o pass it without going twenty miles up the 
country; but for the last few years there had not 
been rain enough in this part of the country to force 
open its mouth. • 

Having left the margin of the river, we entered 
on a plain, and struck off to our right in a di"ectien 
nearly east, and we went forward as fast ap possible 
towards the high land. We had passed many sanc­
tuari es, but had not observed a single dwelling 
house, nor e,Ten a tent, since we left Santa Cruz. 
vVe now beheld several square walled places, which 
answer the double purpose of dwelling house and 
castle, 'crowning the top of the high mountain, 
which appeare.d very dry and sterile, mostly com­
posed of layers of huge -rocks and ,'ery steep, with 
a few dry shrubs scattered thinly about the crevic~s 
and small lIat spots or spaces. Approaching the 
[oat of the mountain, we came to a very deep hol­
low, apparently formed by the washings of a small 
stream of water, assisted by rains that have poured 
through it from time immemorial. Our way wound 
up through tbis steep hoilolV, and alongside of the 
little brook before mentioned. As we entered it, 
the eye was delighted with the beauty of the scene. 
The bottom o[ the hollow had been made Jevel by 

( 



mt, amI was covered from its base with gardens,. 
which rose one aboye another in the form of an 
~mphitbeatre: they were kept up to a level by 
means of so lid stone walls la id in li me, and bad 
beeo filled in with rich soil: the longest was not 
gl cater in ext cot than tweoty yards by teo: tlie 
sides of the hollow were so steep, tbat the upright 
walls were not less than ten or fifteen feet in 
height between each garden: they were well 
,l,,~ked with most kinds of vegetables cultivated in 
ki tc1Jcn gardens, and with melons: gutters were cu­
I iotlsly disposed around these gardens to convey 
watpr to c' err part, at the pleasure of the proprie­
tOI. the) had growing on their sides an abundance 
of fig and date trees, and grape ,·ines running up the 
.lLles of the I'oeks; and a little higher up, hundreds 
01 the dlVarf Arga tree, whose yellow fruit contri­
huted to enl iven the prospect. We were at least 
tIVO hours in gaini ng the summit, when it had become 
II ark, and we had to pass down the mountain on its 
cast side through another hollow, though not a fer­
tile one; foJ' here was no runnin~ water. The nar­
row path we tt"avelled in, had been worn into the 
lill>l'slone rock. by the feet o[ mules and horses tbat 
had passed along it, no doubt during the course o[ 
man) eenluries; and assisted by the rain water 
~trcamin~ through it from above, it was in some 
places channelled out to tbe depth of ten or fifteen 
feel, and just wide enough for a camel or mule to 
pass. In one place it became necessary, [or the want 
of sufficient room to get through, to take the lading 
:rom tbe mule and calTY it down by band. After 

I 
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. descending about three hours we came to'a plain, 
and kept on in an eastern direction unti l about mid­
night; when we approached the walls of a small 
city, or dwelling-place, and took up our lodgings 
ncar it on the flat top of a long cistern, which alJ'ord­
cd plenty of water. The chief men of the city, 
:tlarmcd by the barking of their dogs, soon came 
out and welcomed their visitors by the well known 
Arabic salutation, "Salrnno ./llikom, Labez, &c. 

They furnished our company with a slipper of 
coos-coo-soo, \-vhile r and my men ate some dates 
and dry figs. The .night was damp and cold, and 
this, with my fatigues, rendered it impossible for me 
to sleep. We stayed here for about three haul's, 
when daylight appearing, (October the six th) we 
Ivere again mounted and proceeded on our journey. 
My companions, as well as myself, we)'e so weak, 
being really warn out, and completely exhausted, 
that it was with the greatest diflicuiLy they could 
be supported on (he mules. As daylight increased, 
We saw a number of towns or dwellings handsomely 
enclosed with high walls of stone, cemented with 
lime: the land on the plain was divided off and 
fenced in with rough stone walls made with great la­
bour: numerous flocks of goats were feed ing on the oil 
nut: some herds of c"ttle, with a few old horses, 
asses, and camels, were nibbling off the green leal'e8 
and branches of small shrubs, for the want of grass: 
we also saw many regularly planted orchards of 
lig trees; and tho land was iu many places pl o llgh~d 
and ready to receil'e the seed barley so soon as ram 
should fall sufficieut to ensure its vegetation. 
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'Ve went forward to the north-eastward, and on 
rising a hi ll , we saw two mountains before us to the 
north, over which I was informed we must pass: 
the farthest one north appeared to be twenty miles 
distant. 'Ve soon began to climb the nearest, and 
when we reached its summit, looking to the east, 
the A tlas was fairly in view, and all its lofty peaks 
coyered with snow, Descending this mountain, we 
met large droves of camels, mules, and asses, laden 
"ith salt and other merchandise, and driven by a 
ronsiderable number of -Moors and Arabs: the 
1\1oors were easily distinguished by their dress: 
the) had each, besides his haick, a caftan or close 
Jacket next his skin, and the most of them had tur­
'bans, on their heads: they were armed with daggers, 
or sL imita rs, suspended from their necks hy a cord of 
rOll 1I'00ilen yarn thrown over the left sboulder: 
(he srnubards IVe re sucb as I have before described­
the dag~er is worn outside of the haick; its han­
dle IS made of wood hand,olllely wrought: the 
point of the dagg'er hooks inward like a pruning 
kni fe: when they have occasion to use it, they_seize 
It with their right hand, the lower side of tbe hand 
being next to tbe blade, and strike after raising it 
aboye their heads, ripping open their adversary: 
hey ne' CI' at tempt to parry a stroke with their 

daggers. 
The \ alley between these two mountains had 

Leen well cultivated, and would be very productive 
"ith .easonable rains, but at this time those dread­
ful scourges, severe droughts, and myriads of locusts, 
had destroyed almost every green thing: even the 

"-, 
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leaves of tbe trees and shru'bs had not escaped' theIr 
devastations, I was informed by Rais bel Cossim 
that we were now in the province of fla" "ah, and 
that the locusts had utteriy laid waste the cO,uniry 
for the last six years, so that the land now groaned 
under a most grievous famine; nor could our company 
procure allY barley 01' ethel' food for their beasts, 
This prol' ince must be natural! y a very strong mili­
tary countI'}'; it is I'ery mountainous, and rendered 
almost inaccessible by the craggy steeps and narrow 
roads, or defiles, through which an army would be 
under the necessity of marching, The cities, 01' 

rather castles" in which the inhabitants reside, are 
built strong with stone and lime, and are fifteen 01' 

twenty feet in height, generally of a quadrangular 
form of from fifty to two hundred Lards square, and 
the tops crowned with turrets: within these walls 
all the flocks and herds are dri,'en every night 
for safe keeping. All the men in these pal·ts are' 
well armcd with 10Itg Moorish muskets, and with 
sabl'es, or daggers, by their sides: there arc no Arabs 
dwelling in this part of the country, as they always 
live in ten ts, and will not be confined within walls; 
nor had we seen a tent since our arrival at the dwel­
ling of Sidi Mohammed. 

The valley now spreau out to tho right, and 
might be termed a considerably extensive plain, on 
which bu t feIV castles or dwellings appeared, aoel 
we saw no river or stream of water, though tlH?TC 

were high mountains on both sides. The lillIe her­
bage that had sprung up, in consequence of the rc­
cent rains, was destroyed by the locusts. which 
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we re to be seen thinly scatte red over the ground, and 
rose in considerable numbers on our approach; skip­
pirog like grasshoppers. Rais bel Cossim informed me 
that the fligbt s of locusts, from which these few had 
strayed, had gone to some hitherto more favoured part 
of the couotry to continue tbeir ravages. 

While we were tranquilly travelling along, I 
asked Rais in what manner the oil was extracted 
froUl the nuts that grew in such quantities on the 
Ar~a tree, which entirely covered the sides of the 
hl!i>. lIe told mc that in the country these nuts 
were swallowed by the goats, (and in fact we saw 
these animals picking them up under the trees;) that 
th" nttt passes through,after being deprived of its bark, 
which though very bitter, was highly relished by the 
goats, and when voided, the women and children, 
who teod them, pick up the nuts and put them into a 
bag, slung about them for tbe purpose, and carry 
them home, where they crack them between stones, 
get out the kernel, and expressing the oily juice from 
them, they boil it down in a jar, until it becomes of a 
proper consistence, when it is poured off, and is 
fit for use. The appearance of this fruit growing 
thie"ly on the trees, different in size, and variegated 
in colour from green to red, and from that to bright 
yellow. had a pleasing effect : the ground beneath 
the trees was also covered with them. 

Haling come to the foot of the high mountain, we 
ascended it, winding up its steep side in a zigzag 
path, ve ry difficult of ascent, amI indeed almost im­
practicable. On our left was a deep gully, with a 
considerable stream of water running down through 
. Pp 

"-. 
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it, like a small mill·stream: it poured over the pre· 
cipices, making a loud roaring, that might be heard 
at a great distance; though the whole slream seemed 
to lose itself entirely in the sand before it reached 
the bottom of the mountain. The sides of this 
gully were shaded by the Arga and bean tree, and 
many other bushes, and near the water I discovered 
a few yew 01' hemlock bushes, that reminded me of 
scenes [had been familiar with in my own country. 
As we rode near the top of the mountain, this gully 
assumed the appearance of a rich valley, filled with 
gardens one above another, supported by strong 
stan" walls in the same manner as those [bave 
already described, though much I'arger, and they 
were apparently well watered by the stream that 
was carried around them in gutters fitted expressly 
for that purpose. These gardens looked as if they 
were well cultivated, and stored with vegetables, 
and numbers of men and boys were at work tilling 
and dressing them. 

On tbe highest part of the mountain tbat we 
reached, I was much surprised to find a considerable 
plain spot, nearly covered with stacks of salt, whicll 
stood very thick, and must, r think, have amounted to 
several hundreds. To see marine salt in suoh 
quantities on the top of amountain, which I computed 
to sland at least fifteen hundred feet above the su r­
face of the ocean, excited my wonder and curiosity; 
but we stopped short of them, for the camels we 
had started with from Stuka, were to carry loads of 
this salt baok; so that after Rais had paid the own­
ers of them for their trouble and assistance, they 
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went towards the salt heaps, wishing us a prosperous 
journey. While we were stopped to settle with 
them, we were taken from the mules and seated on 
the ground, when many of the inhabitants came near 
to have a look at us, CAns/ian slaves. They brought 
with them a few raw tumips, which they distribu ted 
among us: they were the sweetest [ bad ever tasted, 
and very refresbing. We were soon placed upon 
th~ mules again, and [ rode a little to the left, in or­
der to find out in wbat way tbis great quantity of 
.alt had Leen p"ocured and deposited in tI,is sin­
gular situation; and on a near approach, I saw a 
g"eat Dumber of salt pans formed of clay, and very 
sba llo\\ , into which water was conducted by means 
of small gutters cut for the purpose in tbe clay. 
Thc water issues in considerable quantities from the 
.ide of the mountain, in tbe N. W. part of the plain, 
(which bas been levelled down and regulated with 
great labour,) and is very strong I y impregnatea 
with salt : the pans or basons being very shallow, 
the waler is soon evaporated by ihe heat of the.ull' 
and a cryslall ization of excellent salt is the result. 
It is small grained, and tinged by the reddish 
<olour of the clay of which lhe pans are formed. 
The highest peak oT tbe mountain did not appear 
to rise above the salt spring more than about one 
hundred fee t: a great number of men and boys 
were employed in raking and heaping up the salt, 
and numbers more in se lling and measuring it out 
and loading it on camels, mules, and asses. Rais 
bel Cossim informed me, that this spring furnished 
the greatest proportion of tbe salt that is made use 

. • f is the Moorish dominions, and in Suse; and I 
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should estimate the number of camels, mules, and 
asses that were there at that time waiting [or loads, 
at [rom four to five hundred. Wehad rhet hundreds 
on the route since we left Stuka, loaded with this 
article, anel I afterwards saw many loads of the 
same kind of salt enter Mogadore, or Sweamh, 
S'!!Jy, and Rabat. 

We proceeded to the northward down the moun­
tain, which is not so steep on its north as on, its 
sou th side. The country, after descending it, wa. 
tolerably smooth, with much of th~ Arga wood 
flourishing on every side. Soon after dark we came 
to a wall that enclosed a space of ground [a rty or 
fifty yards square: it was built of stone and lime, 
six or eight feet in heigh t, with an open space like a 
gateway on its northern side, througb which we 
ente red and took up our lodgings on the ground, 
which was I'ery smooth. A walled village was 
near this yard on the west, and on the north, out­
side of both walls, stood a mosque or house of IVor-
~hir..tlle~~i abitants were chanting their evenil1g 

or eight o'cloc ver~ when we entered the yard; 
yet none of them came 0 ~to..look at us, their atten­
tion being wholly confined to their religious duties. 
''IT e were taken from the mules and placed near 
the wall, which kept off the night wind, and after 
we had nibbled a littl e biscuit and drank some wa­
ter, we thanked God for his goodness, and tried to 
get a little sleep, The wind did not moles t us, and we 
rested until about midnight, when we were a lVa­
kened by the noise occasioned by a company of meO 
with loaded camels and mules: they had already 
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"nteled the yard without ceremony, to the number 
probably of thirty men, with three times as many 
camels, mules, and asses, I was awakened by the 
bellowing of the camels, as they were forced to lie 
clown with their heavy loads;-the men did not speak 
io OUfS, and as soon as they had tethered their mules, 
by tying ropes ronnd their footlock joints, and fasten­
ing them to pegs driven into the ground for that 
pU?pse, they laid themselves down to sleep, wrap­
ped up in their haicks. 

Our whole company being awake, they saddled 
IIwi1' mules, put us thereon, and we proceeded on 
our journey It was very dark, and the path lay 
th,uugh a rough stony country. W' e were so weak, 
that 1\'e could not sit on the mules without one being 
hehind to steady our tottering frames; at daylight 
we found oursehes neal' some substantial buildings, 
mel I hegged of Rais to buy some milk if it was 

possible: he rode near the gates and asked some of 
the inhabitants 'for milk; but they would not sell 
any. This to me was a so re disappointment, as I 
wos benumbed with cold, aud so much fatigued, 
that I thought it would be impossible for me to ride 
much further; whicb Rais observing, said to me, 
" keep up ),our spirits, Captain, only a few hours 
longer, and you will be in Swearab if God Almigbty 
continues his protection." I was so reduced and 
debiittated, that I could not support even ' good new. 
with any degree of firmness, and sucb was my agi­
tation, tbat it was with the utmost difficulty I could 
keep on my mule for some moments afterwards. 
We had been constantly travelling for three 

..: 
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days and most of three nights, and though I can­
eluded we must be ncar Swearah, r did not think 
we should reach it before late in the evening. Pas­
sing along a narrolV footway between high b\lshes, 
we came to a long string of sand hills on our left, 
drifted up like the sand heaps on the desart, and 
along the coast: it was then about eigbt o'clock in 
the morning, when mounting the side of one of 
those hills, the city of Swearah broke sudaenly 
upon our view, with the island of Mogadore, form­
ing a harbour, in which was a brig riding at an­
chor with English colours flying :- " take courage, 
Captain," said the good Rais; "there is Swearab," 
pointing towards the town; "and there is a vessel 
to ca rry you to your country and family ;-if God 
please you will soon see the noble Willsh ire, who 
will relieve you from all your miseries-I tha.nk my 
God your sujferings are nearly at an end, and that 
I have been found worthy to be an instrument in the 
hands of the Omnipotent to, redeem you from sla­
very." He next returned thanks to the Almighty, 
in Arahic, with all that ferYour and devotion so peco­
liar to Mohammedans, and then he ejaculate~, in 
Spanish, "May it have pleased Almighty God to 
have preserved the lives of my wife and children, 

'Ve now proceeded down the sand hills towal'd, 
the city-but very slowly. Sidi Hamet had been 
for some time missing : he had gone privately lor­
ward to be first to carry the news to our deliverer 
of our approach; and now Bel Mooden and Sidi 
Mohammed left us for a similar purpose, and made 
the best of their way towards the city. It would b.e 
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,die Corme to attempt to describe the various emotions 
of my mind at this exq uisite ly interesting moment: I 
mURt leave that to be conceived of by the reader. 
We soon approached the walls of an imperial palace, 
,,·hieh IS , ituated about two miles south-east of Swe­
~rah, or Mogadore.-The walls are built in a square 
ot probably one hundred yards at each side, and 
.. bout twenty feet in height- they enclose four small 
"Ilia", houses, built at the four corners within , anel 

I .. ·10 me one story above the walls: the houses 
h:,,:(' GCJuare roofs, coming to a point in the centre, 
m,d haml,omely covered with green ti les- they, as 
well a" the other walls, are built with rough stone, 
relUentcd with time, plastered uver and whitewashed. 

Npor ,he western angle of the walls we stopped, 
and were taken aU' our mules and seated on the green 
11;'.,.. A small stream of fresh waler, running [rom 
d,e east,\\ as sprcaJ ing over the sand near its northern 
\\'all, flowing and meandering slowly towards the bay 
over the beach, in a number of small rills. The 
water in the hay was quite smooth; sillall boats 

l 
'Hre rna, ing gently on its glassy surface, or were 
anchornlnear its entrance, probably for the purpose 
ul Jishin~; this, together with the sight of great num­
L(;f~ of m..:-n dl'i\"ing camels, cows, asses, and sheep, 
and ridillli on horses, all at a di stance, and going dif­
ferent \yR., s, together with tbe view of the high stee­
ples m l\Jogadol'e, infused into my soul a kind of sub­
lime delight and a heavenly serenity that is indiscri­
buble, and to which it had ever before been a stran­
ger.-The next moment [ discovered the Americaa 
tla.!; Goating over a part of the distant city: at thi~ 
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blessed ano transporting sight, the little blood re­
maining in my veins, gushedJ,l)rough my glowing beart 
with wild im petuosity, and seemed to pour a flood of 
new life through every part of my exhausted frame. 
We were still seateo on the green sIVaI'd near the 
westem wall, and the mules that brought us there 
were feeding carelessly before us at a little oistance. 
Our deliverer, who had received news of our coming 
from Sidi Hamet, having first directed the flag oJ- our 
country to be boisted as a signal, had mounted his 
horse, ridden out of the city, and came to the eastern 
side of the palace walls, where Rais bel Cossim met 
him-unknown to me.-I expected him soon, but did 
not think he was so near: he had dismounted, and 
was prepared to behold sOllie of the most miserable 
objects his imagination could paint-he led his horse 
along the south angle and neal' the wall: Rais was by 
his side, when opening past the cornel', I heard Rais 
exclaim, in Spanish, "Alia estan"-" there they 
are :"-at this sound we look co up and beheld oul' 
deliverer,who had at that instant turned his eyes upon 
us.-Hc started back one step with surprise. His 
blood seemed to fly from his visage for a moment, but 
recovering himself a little, he rushed forward, and 
clasping me to his breast, he ejaculated, "Welcome 
to my arms, my deal' Sir; this is truly a happy mo­
men!." He next took each of my c0mpanions by the 
hand, and welcomed them to thei .. liberty, while tO/irs 
trickled down his manly cheeks, and the sudden rush 
of all tbe generous and sympathetic feelings of his 
neart near! y choked his utterance: then raising 
his eyes towards heayen, he said." I thank'thee, great 
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Authol' of my being for thy mercy to these my bro­
thers."-He could add no more; his whole frame was 
so agitated, that his strength failed bim, and be sunk 
to the ground.- We, on our part, could on ly look up 
towards heaven in silent aJoration, while our hearts 
swelled with indiscribable sensations of gratit.ude 
and love to the all wise, all powerful, and ever merciful 
God of the universe, who had conducted us through 
so , ]'ny dreadful scenes of dange r and suffering; had 
control.d the passions and disposed the bearts of the 
barbarous Arabs in our favour, and bad finally 
brought us to the arms of such a friend. Tears of joy 
streamed from our eyes, and Rais bel Cossim was so 
mucb affected at this interview, tbat in order to con­
ceal his weeping, he hid bimself behind the wall; 
for the Moo,'s, as well as the Arabs, bold the shed­
ding of tears to be a womanisb and degrad ing weak­
ness. After a short pause, when Mr. Willshire had 
in some measure recovered, he said, "Come, my 
friends, let us go to the city; my house is already 
prepared for your reception."-Tbe mules were led 
up, and we were again placed on them and rode off 
slowly tOI""rds Mogadore. Mr. Savage and Clark 
were on one mule, and Burns and Horace on another, 
for the purpo>e of mutually supporting each other; 
but their debility was such, that they fell off on the 
beach two or three times before they reached~he 
city;-however, it IVas on the soft sand, and as they 
were very ligbt, they seemed tq have receiveJ no 
material injury ;-they were again placed on the mules, 
and steadied until our arrival at the gates of Swe­
IU"ah, by Moors walking beside them. The gateway 

«q 
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was crowded with Moors, J ews, and negroes- the 
news of our coming having spread through the city, 
and a curiosity to see Christian slaves, had bro ught 
them together in great numbers; and the men and 
hoys of the rabble were only restrained from com­
mitting yiolence on us, by the gate-keepers and a few 
soldiers, ",hoyoluntarily escorted us toMr. \'Vil1shire's 
hOllse, and in some measure kept off the crowd: 
there we were taken from our mules; but some .!Jol­
diers coming in at that instant, said it was the' Ba­
shaw's orders that we shou ld appear before him im­
mediately, and we were constrained (0 obey: it was 
but a few steps, and we were enabled to wa lk there 
by supporting one another. ,~rhen we came to the 
iloor, we were ushered into a kind of entry-way, which 
seryed as an aud ience chamber, by Mr. "Vill.hire's 
-rew interpreter, who in token of submission, was ob­
liged to pull otf his cap and slippers before he could 
en (er.-We were ordered to sit down all the fiooi', 
and we then saw before us a very respectable looking 
Moor, of about sixty years of age: he was silting 
cmss-Iegged on a mat or carpet that lay on the 
floo r', which was terl'ace-work, drinking tea from a 
sman cup-his Jress was the ltaick. After he had ;-e 
fillisheu his cup of tea and looked at us a moment, he 
asked me, through the inte rpreter, what countryman 
[ w~s? ",here my vessel was wrecked? how many 
men I had in all, and if the remainder were aliye? 
holY long [ had boen a slaye, and if the Arab, my 
last master, had treated me kindly? He wanted, 
fudher, to know how much money from my vessel 
fell into the hands of the Arabs, and what other carg0 



SUFFERINGS iN AF'R ICA. 299 

she had on board. H aving satisfied his inquiries in 
tbe best manner I was able, he said we were now free, 
and he woold write to the emperor respecting me 
and my men, and hoped he would give us leave to 
go home to our country :-he thell dismissed us. Mr. 
Willshi re was with us, and answered all the ques­
tions the Basha IV chose to put to him, and then as­
si ~ed us in returning to his house. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

1Y.. alltkor and his companions are cleans.d, clothed, 
and fed-he becomes deli rious, but is again "eslored 
10 reason- the kindness of Mr. Willsh.ire-letter froll' 
Floratio Sprague, Esg. of Gibraltar-uutkor's reflec­

tion • . all "is past sufferings and on the providential 
chain of events that had fitted hi",. for enduring then" 
lind miraculously supported and restored hi,n and "is 
/0'''' companions to their lib.,·ty. 

UPON our arrival at Mr. Willshire's house,some Jews 
were ready to shave off our beards, and as the hair 
of oor heads was also in a very unpleasant condition; 
being literally fi lled with vermin; that, as well as 
our beards, underwent the operation of the scissors 
and razor: the bair was cut off at least as close as 
the horrible state of our skin and flesh would admit 
of: this may be imagined, but it is absolutely too 
shocking for description. Our squalid and emaciated 
frames were then puriiied with soap and water, and 
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our humane and generous friend furnished us witl:i 
some of his own clothing, after our bodies, whioh 
were still covered with sores, had been rubbed wit~ 
sweet oil. Mr, W illshire's cook had by this time 
prepared a repast, whicb consisted of beef cui into 
square pieces, just large enough for a mouthfu l befdre 
it wa. cooked ; these were lhen rolled in onions, cut 
up fine, and mixed with salt and pepper; they wero 
in tbe n,,,t place put on il'on skewers and laid "ori­
zOlltaliy across a pot of burning oharcoal, and turned 
over occ~siomilly, until it was perfectly roasted: this 
dish is called Cubbub, and in my opinion far surpasses 
in flavour the so much admired beef, steak; as it is 
eaten hoi from tbe skewers, and is indeed an excel­
"lent mode of cooking beef.-We ate sparingly of 
this delicious food, which was accompanied with some 
good wheaten bread and butter, and followed by a 
quanlilyof exquisite pomegranates; for OUi' s.~omacbs 

were coptracted to such a degree by long fastings, 
that they had lost their tone, and could Dot receive 
the usual allowance for a healthy man.-A doctor 
then appeared and administered to each of us a dose 
of physic, which he said was to prepare our stomacbs 
for eating. He was a J ew, who bad been bred at 
Moscow 'in Russia, had studied medicine there, and 
had since tra"eiled through Genmauy, It>;ly, and 
Spain; be spoke the Spanish language /luently, and 
J was convinced, before [left Mogadore, that he pos­
sessed mnch medical as well a~ surgical skill. He 
had ooly beer! in Swearah or Mogadore two month~, 
aod there was no other physician in fhat city, or in 
that part of th.e conn try, except jllgglers or quack .. , 
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Good beds had been filled up for myself and Mr. 
Savage ir>the same room, and after being welcomed 
by Nlr. J oun Foxcroft and Don Pablo Riva, who had 
heard of ou r arrival, we retired to rest. 

My mind, which (though my body was worn down 
to a skeleton) had been hi the rto strong, and support­
ed me through all my trials, distresses, and suffer­
ings, and enabled me to encourage and keep up the 
spirit~ of my frequently despairing fellow-sutrerers, 
co uld no longer sustain me: my sudden change of 
situation seemed to have relaxed the very springs of 
my sou l, and all my facu lties fell into' the wildest 
confusion. The unbounded kindness, the goodness, 
and whole attention of Mr. Willshi re, who made use 
of all the soo thing language of which the most affec­
tionate brother 01' fri end is capable, tended but to 
ferment the tem pest that was gathering in my brain. 
[ became deliriolls-was bereft of my senses- and for 
the space of three days knew not where [ was.­
' 'Vhen my reason returned, I found [had been con­
stantly allended by Mr. Willshire, and generally kept 
in my room, though he would sometimes persuade 
me to walk in the gallery with him, and used every 
means in his power to restore and compose my bewil­
dered senses: that I had remained con tinually bathed 
in tears, and shuddering a t the sight of every human 
being, fearing [ should again be carried into slavery. 
[ had slunk into the darkest corner of my room ; but 
though insensible, [ seemed to knolV the worth of my 
friend and deliverer, and 1V0uid agree to, and oomply 
with his advice and directions. 
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In the mean time, this most estimahle and noble 
minded young man, had neither spared pains nor 
expense in procuring for us every comfort, and in 
administering, with bis own hands, night and day, 
such relief and refreshment as our late severe suffer­
ings and present debility required. He' bad sent 
off persons on mules to the vicinity of the city of Mo­
rocco, more than one hundred miles, and procured 
some of the most delicious fruits that countrr can 
produce, such as dates, figs, grapes, pomegranates, 
&c.-He gave us for drink the best of wines, and 
[ again began to have an appetite for my food, which 
was prepared with the greatost care. My men were 
furnished with shirts, trowsers, and jackets, and being 
fed with the most nourishing soups and other kinds 
of food, gained a considerable degree of strength. 
Captain Wailace, of the English brig Pilot, then being 
in the port, furnished us with some pork, split peas, 
and potatoes, alld seemed very friendly. Clark and 
Burns were but the skeletons of men-Mr. Say age 
and Horace were nearly as much reduced, but not 
having been diseased in so great a degree, they were 
consequently stronger. Many of my bones, as well _ 
as my ribs,had been divested entirely, not only offiesh, 
but of skin, and had appeared white like dry bones 
when on the desart; but they were now nearly 
covered again, though we still might with some reason 
be termed the dry skeletons of Moorish slaves. At 
the instance of Mr. Willshire I was weighed, and 
fell short of ninety pounds, though my usual weight, 
for the last ten years, had 1;>een over two hundred 
and forty pounds : the weight of my companions was. 
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less than I dare to mention, for I apprehend it would 
not be believed, tbat the bodies of men retaining the 
lital spark, should not weigh forty pounds. 

The sight of my face in a glass called to my recol­
lection all the trying scenes I had passed through 
since my shipwreck ;-1 could contemplate with plea­
sure and gratitude tbe pewer, and wisdom, and fore­
knowledge of the Supreme Being, as welJ as his mercy 
and unbounded goodness. I could-plainly disconr 
that the train of events whic1, iq my former life, I 
had always considered as great misfortunes, had been 
directed by unerring wisdom, and had fitted me for 
running the circle marked out by the Omnipotent: 
When J studied the French and Spanish languages, 
I did it [rom expectations of future gain in a com­
mercial point of view. All the exertions I had 
hitherto made to become acquainted with foreign 
languages, and to store my mind with learning and 
a knowledge of mankind, had procured for me no 
wea lth; without which acquirement a man is gene­
rally considered on tbe stage of the w"rld as a very 
insignificant creature, tbat may be kicked off or tram­
pled upon by tbe pampered worms of his species, who 
sport around him with all the upstart pride of (in 
many instances) iii-gotten treasure. I had been 
cheated aod swindled out of property by tbose wbom 
I considered my friends; yet my mind was formed 
for friends hip ;- 1 do not speak of tbis in tbe way of 
boasting. My hand had never heen slack in relieving 
the distresses of my fellow men ·whenever I had the 
power, in the different co untries where 1 had been; 
but I had almost become a stoic, and had very nearly 
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concluded, that disinterested friendship and benevo­
lence, out of the cil'cle of a man's own family, was not 
to be fpund; that the virtuous man, if poor,lVasnot only 
despised, by his more fortunate fe ll ow creatures, but 
forsaken almost by Providence itself. I now, however, 
had positive proof to the contrary of some of those 
hasty and ill-founded opinions; and I clearly' saw 
that I had only been tutored in the school of adve rsity, 
in order that I might be prepared for fulfill in&: the 
purpose for which I. bad been created. 

In tbe midst of those reflections I received, by a cou­
rier from Consul General Simpson, at Tangier, to Mr. 
Wi llshire, the following letter :- it speaks the soul of 
the writer, and needs no comment. 

Gibrallar, 1311, Nove:mber, 18 15. 

My DEAR RILEY, 

I will not waste a moment by unnecessary pre­
amble. I have wrote to Mr. Willshire, that your draft 
on me for twelve hundred dollars, 01' more, shall be 
duly paid for the obtainment of your liberty, and 
those with you. I have sent him two double barrelled 
guns to meet his promise to the Moor.-In a short 
time after the receipt of this, I hope to have the hap­
piness to take you by the hand under my r~of again. 
YOIl ' will come here by the way of Tangier. 

Your assured friend, 
HORATIO SPRAGUE. 

My sensations on reading this letter, and on seeing 
that written by MI'. Sprague to M I'. Will shire, I must 
leave to the reader to imagine, s,nel only. observe that 
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Illy acquaintance with that gentleman was but very 
slight, say about ten days, while I remained at Gib­
raltar, immediately before my disaster-it was suffi­
cient for him to know his fellow creatures were in 
distress, and that it was in his power to relieve tbem. 
Mr. Sprague is a native of Boston, the capital of 
the State of Massachusetts, and had established him­
self as a respectable merchant in Gibraltar a li ttle 
before tbe breaking out of the late war.-In the early 
part 'of that war a number of American vessels were 
despatched by individuals with cargoes of provisions, 
&c. for Spain and Portugal-these vessels were navi­
gated under enemies' licenses, but from some cause 
or olher, many of tbem were seized on the ocean by 
British ships of war, and eonducted to Gibraltar; 
where both the vessels and their cargoes were con­
demned, and their crews turned ad"ift in the streets 
without a cent of money in their pockets, and left to 
the mercy of the elements. Mr. Gavino, the Ameri­
can consul, would not act in their behalf, because (as 
he stated) his functions had ceased by reason of the 
war ;- when this humane and generous gentleman 
took them under his protection, hired the hulk of 
an old vessel [or them to live in, furnished them with 
provisions and other necessaries and comforts for the 
term of one whole ye,ar or upwards, and in this man­
ner supported [or the greater part of that time as 
many as one hundred and fifty men- this he did from 
his own purse, and out of pure philanthropy-of this 
I was informed by Mr. Charles Moore, of Philadel­
phia, and other gentlemen of respectability and vera­
city. He also furni~.hed and sent a coniiderable sum 

Rr 
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of money to Algiers, which bought from hard labour 
our unfortunate countrymen, comprising the officer", 
and crew of the brig ---, Captain Smith, ofEoston, 
who were made slaves hy that regency;- in this he 
was assisted by Messrs. Charles H. Hall & C.o. mer­
chants at Cadiz, and several other worthy and respec­
table Americans; but the loss of the United States' 
sloop of war the Epervier, when homeward bound, 
having on board all the redeemed slaves after the 
peace with Algiers, rendered it impossible fo r them 
to communicate their sense of gratitude for Mr. 
Sprague's humanity. T hese facts were stated to me 
by several respectable individuals in Gibraltar, and 
can be authenticated beyond a doubt. 

After my mind had been again tranquillized by a 
refreshing night 's sleep, my reflections returned to my 
providential preservation. 
Wh~n my vessel was wrecked, I was endued with 

presence of mind, judgment, and prudence, whereby 
my whole crew was saved in the first instance, and 
safely landed. When I was seized on afterwards by 
the Arabs, asuperior intelligence suddenly suggested 
to my mind a stratagem by'which my life was saved, 
th011gh one of my unfortunate companions was sacri­
ficed to glut the brutal feroeity of the natives, whilst 
I was conducted to the wreck in safety through a 
tremendous surf that rolled over. me every instant. 
The ways of Providence were next traced out to my 
wondering eyes in the smoothing down of the sea, so 
that we were enab·led to row our crazy boat out with 
safety to tbe ocean, and in our pieservation in an open 
boat amidst violent gales of wind, though hel· timbers 
and planks seemed only to hold together by the pres-. 
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oure of the sea acting upon their outer side. W hen 
destitllte of provisions and water, worn down with 
privations and fatigues, we were again landed on 
the coast, carried on the top of a dreadfu l wave 
ove r the heads of craggy rocks that must have 
dashed LI S and our boat to atoms without a particu­
lar divine protection. W e were next fo rced to 
cl imb over the most formidable precipices and ob­
strllotions, before it was possible to arrive on the 
dreary desart above 'us: these delays were necessary 
to bring us, at a proper time, within sight of fires 
k indled by Arabs, who had arrived there that day, 
(and who were the first, as I was a(ie rwards in­
formed, who bad been tbere to water their camels 
within the last thirty days,) and who were provi­
dentially sent to save our lives, as we cou ld not have 
existed a day longer without drink. Though my 
skin was burn e~ off by the sun's rays, and myself 
given as a slave to tbose wandpring wretches- the 
same A lmighty power still prese rved my life, endowed 
me with intelligence to comprehend a language I had 
never before heard spoken, and enab led me to make 
myself understood by that peo ple, and in some degree 
respected. Sidi Hamet (though a tbievish Arab) 
had been sen t from tbe confines of the Moorish 
Empire before I left Gibraltar: he was conducted 
by the same unerring wisdom to my master's tent; 
his heart was softened at the recital of my distresses, 
and instead of trading in the article of ostrich 
feathers, (which was his wbole business there, as he 
believed) be was persuaded by a wretched naked 
skeleton of a slave, merely retaining the glimmering 
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of the vital spark, against his own j udgment, and 
directly and strenuously opposed by his brother and . 
partner, who insisted tbat if even I told the truth, 
and bad a friend in Morocco to purchase me. on my 
arrival there, yet my death must certainly happen 
long before it was possible to get me_ to that place: 
yet this same brother, one of the most bal'barous of 
men, was forced, though against his will, to agree, and 
to lend the aid of his property in effecting the pur­
chase, and to exert himself to support and to defend 
myself and four companions through the desart, 
whilst all his schemes for selling and separating us 
had cons tan tly proved abortive, A Spanish barque 
had been destroyed by the natives on tlie coast of 
Suse, north of Cape Nun, and nineteen men had 
been either massacred by the natives, or were 
groaning out a miserable existence in the worst 
ki nd of barbarian sla,'ery-this event alone had fur­
nished a piece of paper on which I wrote the note, 
at a venture, to Mogadore: my note feil into the 
hands of a perfect stranger, wbose name I had ne"er 
even heard of, and who was as ignorant of mine. 
T his excellent young man was touched by tbe same 
power who had hitberto protected me: he agreed to 
pay the sum demanded witbout reflection, though 
his utter ruin might have been the consequence, 
trusting implicitly to the written word of a wretcbed 
naked slave ; a person of whom be bad no know­
ledge, and who was then th ree hundred miles dis­
tant, and even out of the power of the governmen t 
that protected him; and his impatience to relieve my 
distresles was so great, that he instantly paid the 
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money demanded by my master, on his simply agree­
ing to stay in Swearah (Mogadore) until we came 
up, but without the power to keep him one instant if 
h" chose to go away; nor would he allow time to 
the magnanimous Moor, who kindly volunteered to 
go down after us, at the imminent risk of his life, 
scarcely to'take leave of his family: mounting him 
on his own mule, and begging bim to hurry on, day 
and.nigbt, until he reached us, and to spare neither 
pains or expense in fetching us to Mogadore. 

I cannot here omit mentioning the manner in 
whicllMr. Willshire got my first note. Sidi Hamet 
(the bearer of it) was one of those Arabs belonging 
to a tribe, surnamed by tbe Moors sons of Lions, 
on accollnt of tbeir unconquerable spirit; when he 
came to tbe gate of Swearah or Mogadore, he provi­
dentially was met by Rais bel Cossim, who though a 
perfect stranger, asked bim, "From whence come 
you, son of a lion?" Upon which Sidi Hamet stop­
ped, and made known bis business. This Moor was 
the only one which Mr. Willshire placed co.lfidence 
in, or treated as a fr iend: he conducted Sidi Hamet to 
Mr. W illsbire's bouse, and offered to leave his family, 
who were tben sick, and to do bis utmost to restore 
me and my men to liberty. Proviaeflce bad also 
causcd us to be stopped at Stuka, where we had· 
time to recoyer, in part, from our illness, and to gain 
strength enough to support us tbrough the remainder 
of 'our journey; had turned the contrivances of 
Sheick Ali into nothingness, and finally provide'l for 

,us such a friend as Mr. Sprague of Gibraltar, one 
of the most fealing and best of men. 
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This providential chain of events, thus planned 
and e"Xecuted, even against the will of the principal 
agents employed, filled my mind with unutterable 
thankfulness and wonder at the wisdom, the good­
ness, and the mercy of God towards me; and the 
emotions which these rellections excited kept me 
almost constantly bathed in tears for tbe greatest 
part of a month. ''Vhen I retired to rest, and sleep 
had closed my eyes, my mind still reiaining the' 
strong impression of my past sufferings, made them 
the subjects of my dreams. I used to rise in my 
sleep, and think I was driving camels up and down 
the sandy hills near the desart, or along the craggy 
.teeps of Morocco: obeying my master's orders in 
putting on my fetters, or beckets, on the legs and 
knees of his camels, and in the midst of my agoni­
zing' toils and heart-sickening anxieties, while gro­
ping about my room, I would hit my head against 
something, which would startle and awaken me: 
then I would throw myself on my bed again to sleep. 
and dream, and act over simi lar scenes. Fearing I 
should get out of my chamber and injure myself in 
my sleep, I always locked the door, and hid the ke, 
before I went to bed. There was a grating to the 
windows of fite apartments I slept in, and I often 
awoke and found myself trying to ge t out. My 
mind at length became !nore composed and se rene 
as my strength increased, and by the first of Decem­
ber I was able to ride out, and to walk about the 
ci ty. MI'. ,~rillshire, whose whole attention had 
been shown to me and my companions, tried every 
means (0 divert my mind from the subject of my 

\ 
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reflections, aod would ride out with me to a garden 
two miles out of the city, accompanied by a Moor, 
where we passed away many pleasant hours, which 
were endeared by every feeling and sentiment 
of gratitude and esteem on the one part, and of 
generous sympatby and god-like benevolence on the 
otber. 

In this garden stood a venerable fig-tree, whose 
body and boughs were covered "ith the names, and 
initials of tbe names, of almost all the Europeans 
and Americans who had visited Swearah, or Moga­
dore, carved out with knives in the thick bark, ac­
companied witb the dates of their several visits, &c. 
This was akind of monument J delighted to examine; 
it seemed to say that Swearah was once a flourishing 
city, when its commerce was ioslered by the Moor­
ish government; but now, tbatsuperstilion,fanalicism, 
and tyranny bear sway, they haye swept away, 
with their pernicious breatb, the whole wealth of its 
once industrious and highly favoured inhabitants;­
have driven the foreigner from their shores, and it 
.eems as if the curse of Heaven had fallen on the 
whole land, for in spite of all the exertions of its 
cultivators and the fertility of the soil, severe 
droughts. and the ravages of the locusts, have fre­
quently caused a famine in that country, from whence 
"heat was exported in immense quantities but a few 
years past for Spain and Portu~al, at half a dollar 
PCf bushel. Not a single bushel had been shipped 
for some years past, and at this time none was to 
be had at any price, except now and then a few 
hags. brought f"om the proyince of Duquella, which 

/ 
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could only be' purchased by the most wealthy: the 
others were provided with scanty portions of barley, 
",f which they made their coos-coo-soo. 

CHAP. XXV_ 

Th.e author's 'motives for requesting of, and writing 
down, k£s for11t€r master's narrative of Travels on 
the Desart when in Jl!Jogadore, logelher with'Sidi 
Hamet's narrative of a joumey across the great de­
sart to Tombuctoo, and back again to Wednoon, witt. 
a caravan. 

FROM the time I had a prospect of being redeem­
ed from slavery, I had determined (if that should 
ever happen) to write an account of our sufferings, 
which I considered greater than had ever fallen to 
the lot of man, and also to embody such observa-. 
tions as I had been enabled to make while a slave, 
in travelling the great desart, &c. &c. for the satis­
faction of my family and the friends of my fellow-suf­
ferers. My late master was yet in Mogadore, for he 
remained in the house of my deliverer about two 
weeks after our arrival, and he now mentioned to 
me that he and his brother had been three times to 
Tombuctoo (as he had before informed Mr. WiU­
shire) with caravans, and had crossed the des art ill 
almost every direction. I felt interested in making 
every inquiry that could suggest itself to my mind 
respecting the face and the extent of the desart and 
the countries south of it; and although I was con­
"inced, by my Elwn observations, that both he and his 

\ 
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brother, probably in common with the Arabs of the 
desart, knew tbe courses they steered, nol\"ithstandc 

ing they had no compass 01' any other instrument to 
direct tbem in their journeys, ye t wishing to be fully 
satisfied in this particnlar, I took them up upon the 
roof of the house, (which was flat and terraced with 
stones laid in lime cement, and smooth like a floor) 
one clear evening, and then told them that I wanted 
to know by what means they were enabled to find 
tbeirlvay across the trackless desart Sidi Hamet 
immediately pointed out to me the' north or polar 
star, and the great bear, and told me the Arabic 
names of the principal fixed stars, as well as of the 
planets, then visible in the firmament , and his man­
ner of stcering and reckoning time by the means of 
tbem, His correct obse rvations on the stars, per­
fectly astonished me: he appeared to be much bet­
tcr acquainted with the motions of the heavenly bo­
dies than I was, who had made it my study for a 
great many years, and nav igated to many parts of 
the g lobe by their assistance, To convince me that 
he knew the card inal points, he laid two small sticks 
across at right angles, one pointin'g directly towards 
the polar star-he nest placed two others across, 
dividing the circle in to eighths, and then in like man­
ner into sixteenths, so that r was satisfied he knew 
the requisite divisions of the compass: and on the 
next day I requested him to give me a narrative of 
hi s journeyings on, and across the' desart, with which 
he very readily complied, and related as follows;­
while I sat in my room with pen, ink, and paper, 
and noted it down, having the Moor bel Mooden to 

s s 
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inlel'prel and explain to me in Spanish such parls of 
the narralive a. I did not perfeclly compl'ehend in 
Arabic, r gi,'e il 10 lhe I'eader as nearly as possible 
in the words of the nal'l'a lol', and do not hold myself 
l'e"ponsible for Sidi Hamet's correctness, or his ve­
racity, though {'ai' my aII'll pa,'l I have no do ubt but 
he meant 10, and did tell the truth as neal' as hi s re­
t'ollection se l'ved him, and as he had a reten tive 
memory, and tho illcicl.onts related were calc ul ated 
to impress themselves strongly on his intelli gent 
mind, r have no doubt but ~is whole narrative j;, 
.9tlustantially trLle, ' 

~ECTION I. 

Sidi ,Ha lll ct'" hal'rativc of a jow'nay from WidnoOll 
aCl'oss tile great Desal't 10 Tomtucloo, and back again 
to Widnoon, 

" THg Ii,'st time r set OLlt to cross the great de­
surt, was sevoral ycurs ago, (about nino or ten) be .. 
ing in the vicinity of Wid noon, who,'e I had the year 
before been map" iocl to th e daugh ter of Sheiek Ali, 
(ft beautiful woman, who is now my wife, and has twe 
I'ino boys and O'le gi,· I.) I, with my bl'OIhel' Seid, 
joined the Cl\,',wun nt ' Vidnoon, by the advice of 
Shcick Ali: we hod fOllr camels loaded with huicks 
aoJ some othe,' goods, T he whole cllravan consisted 
of aballl three thousalltl camels and eight hUl1d,'ed 
mon, with goods 0[' almosl ever), kin d tha t arc sold 
in Morocco, The m~n wo rc all a ,'med lI' ilh good 
muskets and Aeimilars, and the whole under the com-
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mand of Shtick ben Soleyman of Waldeleim, (Waled 
Deleim on the map) with four good guides. We 
set out from ~Vidnoon, in Suse, which is a great 
place of trade, late in the fall of the year, and tra­
velled six days to (he west, ,vhen we came to the last 
mountain-there we stqpped ten days, and let our 
camels feed on the bushes, while half the men were 
employed ill getting wood from the mountain, aod 
bUI'I"-ng it into charcoal, which we put into bags,-as 
it was light, and laid it on the camels oyer the other 
goods; then setting off for the desart, we mounted 
up to its leve l, which is a great deal higher than the 
country near it to the north, and travelled four days 
0 0 the hard level ; we then passed amongst the high 
sand hills, which you saw wben we were com ing up, 
in order that we might keep a long hy the great sea. 
so as to be sure of finding water: we travelled 
through and among these great mountains of sand, 
which were then very bad to pass, because the wind. 
blew so hard, we could scarcely l<eep together, being 
almost covered up by the flying sand: it took us six 
days to get tbrough them ; after which the ground 
was smooth, and almost as hard as the floor of a 
house, for teo days more, when we came to a water­
ing place, called Biblah; there we watered our cam­
els, for they were very thirsty, and eight of them 
had died and served us for food. We stopped at 
that great well seven days, and afterwards kept on 
our journey to the S. W. twenty days, to another 
well, called K ibir JiM, hut there was no water in it, 
and we were obliged to go six days' journey to the 
sea-coast, where there was a well close to the sea, 



316 Ch l'l'AI N RILEY'S I'A RRh 'rn')i. 

whose water was very black and sal t : here we were 
fore d to uIl load tit ' camels, and g. t them down the 
bank to tho ",,,te r, but after drinking, they yield od 
us somo milk, which had be n almost dried up be­
fOl'o :-\VO found , hOlVever, nothing fOl' tbem to feed 
on, and had beol] obliged to give them of the coals 
to cat OIlCO a day for many days: this kep t them 
alive, but it lU odo tileir milk "I most as black as the 
coals Ihemse lvos; yet il was good, and we _were 
glad to ge t it, It took up six days to water the 
whol of th , Ill, when we sc t out aga in, ano tra\'oll ed 
Iloar the sell, where we fou nd wells about every tell 
duj's, like tho ono wo had alrcady visited, but very 
few gl'c'o n kayos oll the little bushes, in the fo\~ 
small vnll eys we salY, fOl' no r(tin had Callcn for a 
g reat whil,) (JIl thut part of the tiesar!, 

"AfLel' a jOtlrll0Y of foul' moons, we ramo (0 th" 
Bouth purt of tho desart, alltl we ll t dow11 ill to tho 
co uI) try of Sonr/oin, whol'c wo fOlllld a li ttle stream 
of good "unning wate,', ''')0 aorne bushes, aIH] some 
@/IlSij, nnd 0. vory lurge tribe of B cssc6as ./1r06s, 
( Libde""cbns on tho ll'I"p) who IUlo plenty of barloy 
and mni~c 0 " fntiian C0 1'll, of which we bought some, 
and madc brend, (\1\d stoppod hore Olle ltlOOU, '''' e 
lost 0 11 tiN dosart more th\ltl thr " hunch'od camels, 
which eli ,d of' (;, tig ll e, und th want of waleI' aod 
food, but llo t 0 11 0 man. All the tribes of Arabs we 
came nOlll', took thoir s(n[ on thoir nooel s, nnd rode 
away as fnst as they could, so as not to be robbed, 
and wo did not find uoy parly strong enough to u(­
tn.ck us, nllhough wo saw a groa t Ilulny tribos, but 
they wero v ry I 001' on the Za"aral., 01' graa! 
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desar!." I then f:sked him how the face of the de­
sart looked in general, as be passed over it, taking 
the whole together, or if there was any material dif­
ference in different parts of it, near the sea-coast? 
to wh ich he '\nswered:-

" The whole extent of the desart near the sea­
coast, is like that we came over in bringing you up 
here, except in one place, where we travelled [or 
nearly one moon, without meeting with so much as 
one vaHey with green bushes in it for the camels to 
teed on : the whole is a trackless waste. Close by 
the sea we were obliged to pass mountains of sand 
that was blown up from the shore before the wind., 
hut the guides always went before us, to show which 
way the caravan must go, and to find a place to stop 
in. Our camels had eateo up all the coals we had 
laid upon them before we got off the des art, and 
two of them had died, so that my brother and I had 
only two remaining, but we kept all our goods. M­
ter we had rested one moon, and got our camels re­
cruited, we set off to the east on the border of the 
desart, close by the low country, with mountains in 
sight to the south, most of the way, and in two 
moons more we came near Tombuctoo, where we 
stopped in a deep valley with the caravan, and went 
every day close to the strong walls of the city with 
our goods (but without our guns) to trade {hem off 
with the negroes, who had gum, and gold rings, and 
gold powder, and great teeth, such as are sold in 
Swearah, (i. e. elephants' teeth,) and slaves, and fine 
turbans: they had plenty of cows, and asses, and a 
few sheep, and barley, corn, and rice; but the little 



318 CAPTAIN RILEY'S NARRA'I'IV,.E, 

river (hat runs close (0 the wall on the west, wa. 
'luite dry, and all the people in the city were obliged 
to fetch watel' for themselves to drink, with asses, 
from (he great river south of (he city, (about one 
hour's ride on a camel) and we were forced (0 go 
there to water our camels, and get our drink. 

" After staying near Tombuctoo one moon and a 
half, the season being f.~r advanced, we Bet out again 
for Widnoon, r had not been in the city all th~. time 
we stopped here, because I was chosen captain of 
(wo hundret.! men that kept guard all the time about 
the caravan, 10 keep ofT the thievish Arabs and the 
bands ot negroes that were hovering around us to 
catTY ofT our call1els, if any of them strayed away; 
but we lost only twenty during our whole stay at 
Tombuetoo, and thr· Sheick gave me for my tr6uble 
a fine young negro girl slave, which I carried home 
with me, and she now lives with my wife. We set 
out for home [,'am Tombuctoo in the month of 
Rlta1lladan, after the [cast, and went back by' the 
same route we had come-that is to say, we went 
first to the west, one moon, along tbe border of the 
desar!. We durst not take any thing without pay­
ing for it, because we were arraid of the inhabitants, 
who were a mixture of Arabs and negroes, and all 
of them Mohammedans, but very bad Illen: they 
had a lso many while men sluves, I saw sixteen 01' 

eighteen myself, and a great many blacks. Theso 
true believers have very fine horsc~, and they go 
south to the cOllotry of the l'il'Or8; and there the) 
attack and take towns, and bring away all the ne­
gl'oeB for slaves, if they will not bolieve· in the 1'1'0-

" 
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phet of God; aDd carry oiT all their cattle, rice, and 
corn, and burn their houses; but if they will adopt 
the true faith, they are then exempt from slavery, 
and their houses are spared, upon their surrender­
ing up one-half of their cattle, and haU' of their rice 
and corn; because, they say, God has delivered their 
enemies into their hands. The negroes live in 
small towns, fenced in with reeds or bushes, and 
sometimes with stones, but the Arabs live on ly in 
tents,'and can move off in a minute on tbeir horses, 
wh;\st their wives and children ride en camels and 
asses. Before we struck off N. W. on the desurt 
for the sea·coast, we stopped in tile hill country, 
and fatted our camels, and burned wood to make 
charcoal to carry with us: we were encamped on 
the bank of a little river, one day's journey from a 
large town of negroes, named Jathrow. I did not go 
to it, but tbe Sheick did, and bought some corn and 
barley, and forty oxen for our provIsions. 

" After we had prepared oW' coals, and laid in our 
provisions, we went up on to the level desart, and 
set off to the N. W., and in three moons and a half 
more we reached 'Yidnoon again, having been gone 
almost a year and a half. We had lost about five 
hUlldred camels, that either died, or were killed to 
&ive us meal, and whilewe stayed at Tombuctoo, and 
were coming home, thirty-four of our men had died, 
and we lost eighty .la,·es." r asked him what were 
the goods they carried down at that time? he an­
iwered:-

" We had about one hundred camels loaded with 
iroll and knil'es, and two hundred with salt; all the 

I -, 
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others carried haicks, and blue and white cloth, and 
amber, and tobacco, and silk handkerchiefs, and 
c"illy weed, and spices, and a great many other arti­
cles. Seid and myself had lost two of our camels, 
but had got two negro slaves, and some gold dust, 
worth six camels, and ornaments for our wives; but 
Sheick Ali was not satisfied, because I did not give 
him two slaves; so that he mad.e war against me, and 
battered down my town which I built, ( it was but a 
small one) and took away all I had, together- with 
my wife, because he said I was a bad man, and he 
was stronger than me: I myself, however, escaped, 
and after one year I asked him for my wife again, 
and he gave her to me with all he had taken, for he 
loved his daughter: but I had no house, so I re­
moved into the sultan's dominions, near the city of 
Morocco, close by the A~las mountains, and lived 
there with my father and brothers two years, with­
eut going forth to trade." 

SECT-ION oJ]. 

Sidi Hame! sets out on another journey for Tombuctoo 
~the caravan is mostly destroyed for want of water, 
by drifting sand, and by mutiny, fy.c.-the few that 
escape, get to the south of the desa?"!. 

"About that time one of our party, when we 
nrst went to Tombuctoo, named bel Maese, came to 
.ee me-he was going to join the caravan at Wid­
lIoon again, and persuaded Seid and me to go with 
him; so we bought eight .camels between us, ano! 

\ 
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sold ofl' our cattle and sheep, and bought goods and 
powder, and went with him to Widnoon, and joined 
the eara ran . Sheick Ali came to meet me like a 
friend, amI gave me two camel-s Jaden \vith barley, 
an,l wisited me u safe journey. The Sheiek who· 
was chosc il by a ll tbe people to comman.d the cara­
van, was named Sid; Isl,,·el; he was the friend of 
Sidi Ishem, who owned almost orle -balf of the whole 
carav~n, and we set out from W idnoon, with about 
four thousand camels, and more than one thousand 
Illell, all well armed. ''Ye laiil ir:' an ab undant store 
of baric)" and had a great many milch came ls, and 
it was determined to go south across the desart, 
nearly on a straight course for Tombuctoo, by the 
way the g reat caravans generally travell ed; though 
there had been severa I of them des troyed on that 
route, that is to say, one withiR every ten or twelve 
years. We went to the so uth , around the bottom 
of tbe great Atlas mountains, six days' journey; 
theu we stopped close by it, and cut wood and burn­
ed coals for the camels, for the caravans never at­
tempt to cross the desart wi thout this articie: four 
hundred camels out of the number were loaded 
with pro\' isioDs and water for the journey, and after 
having rested ten days, and given the camels plenty 
of drink, we went up on the desa rt, and steered qfi' 
to the south-easte rly. 'Ve travelled along, and met 
with no sand fol' fifteen da vs; it was all a smooth 
surface, baked together so l;ard, that a loaded camel 
could not make a track on it to be seen: we saw no 
tracks to guide us, and kept our cOllrse by the sta rs, 
and stln, and moon. ''Yo found only one spot in all 
( T t 
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that time where our camekcould satisfy their appe­
tites by eating t he shrubs ill a shallow vall ey, but 
the great well in it was filled up with sto'les and 
sand, so we could procure no water there; at the 
end of fifteen days, however, we Game to tt'very fine 
deep valley, with twenty wells in it; but we lound 
water in only six of them, because the desart was 
very dry: here we watered all our camels, and re­
plenished our. bottles or skins, and having rested 
seven days, we departed [or the south-eastward, 
our ca.mels being well filled with leaves and thorn 
bushes. . 

"We travelled along three days on the hard ' 
sand, an.d then arrived among innumerable drifts _of 
fine loose sand; not such Goarse sand as you saw 
near the sea; it was as fine as the dust on a path, 
or in a hOllsc, and the camels' feet sunk in it eYoery 
step up ' (0 their knees: after travelling amongst 
this sand (which in the day-time was almost as hot 
as coals of fire) six days, there began to blow a 
fierce wind from the south-east, called the wind of 
the desart, bringing death and destruction with it: 
we could not advance nor retreat, so we took the 
loading from off our came ls, and piled it in one great 
heap, and made the camels lie down. The dust 
flew so thick that we eould not see each o,her nOT 
o,;!' camels, and were scarcely able to breathe- so 
we laid down with OUI' faces in the dust, and cried 
aloud with Olle yoice to God-' great and merciful 
Qod, spare our lives" but the wind blew dreadfully 
for the space of two days, and we we!'e obliged to , 
moye ou,nelve. whenever the sand got so heavy 01\ 

\ 
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us tbat it shut out all the ail', and prevented us from 
" breathing; but at length it pleased the Most High to 

heal' our supp li c'.'\tions: the wind ceased to blow; all 
was still again, and we crawled out of the sand that 
had buried us for so long a ti'me, but not all, for 
when the company was numbe"red, three hundred 
were missing.- all tbat were left having joined in 
thanks to God for bis mercy in sparing oU'r lives;­
we then proceeded to dig out the camels from the 
sand ihat had buried their bodies, which, together 
with the reloading of them, took us two days, 
About two hundred of them were dead-there was 
no green thing to be seen, and we were obliged to 
give the camels a liftle water from the skins, to wash 
their parched throats with, and some charcoal to 
eat: then we kept on twenty-four days as fa st as 
we could throug h the dl,)" deep, and hot sand, witb­
out finding any green bushes wortb noticing for our 
camels to eat, when we came to a famous valley 
and watering place, called Halierah. All our cam­
els were almost expiring, and cou ld not carry the 
whole of tbeir loads; so we threw away a great deal 
or t he salt before we got to Hanerah, where we in­
tend~d to stop twenty days to r ecruit our beasts, hut 
wl,o can conce ive our disappointment and distress, 
when we found there was no water in any of the 
wells of this great valley: not one drop of rain had 
fallen there for tl,e last year. The caravan, that 
amounted to upwards of one tbousand men and four 
thousand camels when we set out, was already re­
duced to about six hundred men, and thirty-five hun­
tired camels. The authority of Sheiek Is!'rel could 
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now scarcely restrain those almost desperate men ; 
everyone was eager to save his own life and pro­
perty, and separate ly sought the means of relief by 
running abollt the vall ey in a desultory manner, 
looking for water; this disorder continued for two 
da),s, when being convinced that nothing could be 
done without union, tbey became obedient, and 
joined together in great numbers in digging out the 
clilTerent wells. After digging five days without 
the smallest sign of water, all subordination wa~ en­
tirely at ao end. The Sheick, who IVas a wise and 
a prodent man, advised and insisted that all tbe 
camels should be killed but three hundred, so that 
the li ttle water found in them, together with their 
bJood, might keep the rest alive, as well as all the 
men, unti l, by the aid of Providence, the)' should 
reach some place where they could finJ water; hut 
the company would not hearken to this advice, 
tbough the best that could possibly. be given; no 
one heing willing to have his own property sacrificed. 
Slwick [slwet, however, directed thirty of the oldest 
and most judicious men to pick out the three hun ­
dred camels that WCl'e to be spared, who according­
ly selec ted the most vigorous: but when they began 
to kill the others. a most furious qual'rel and horri­
hie battle commenced. 'I'he Sheick, though a man 
of God, was killed in a moment-two 01' three hun­
dred more were butchered hy each other in the 
COlil'se of that dreadful dav; and the blood of the 
slain was drank to allay th" thirst of those who shed 
it. Seid was badly wounded with a dagger in his 
arm: about fiye hundred camels were killed thi. 

\ 
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day; and the others drank the water from their 
bod ie" and also th eir blood . 

. , Fearing there would be no end to this bloody 
conllict unti l all hael perished, and as r had been a 
captain in the other ca "avan, and knew how to steer 
a course on the desart; aDd as both Seid and myself 
were ve ry strong men, we ki lled fODl' out of six of 
our own camels that remained, in the Dl'st part of the 
night, and gave their watel' and blood to the other 
two : 'we saved a small package of goods, and some 
barley, and some meat, and persuaded thirty of OUI' 
{"iends privately to do as we had done; and join us, 
for we meant to set od' that night. This was .agreed 
on, for to stay there was certain death, and to go 
back was no less so. 'Ye were all ready about mid­
night, and without making any noise, we moved off 
with our company of thirty men and thirt)'-two 
camols. fhe nig ht was very cloudy and dark, and 
it thundered at a distance, as if the Almighty was 
angry with us for fighting together; but there was 
no l ain. "Ve went towards the south-west, in the 
hope of reaching Tishlah, anotber watering-place, 
befo re ou ,' camels died: the desart was dry and 
hard, and as we went a long, we found only now and 
lhen a lillie hollow, with a few prickly shrubs in it : 
the." the camels devoured as we passed among 
them; hut many died, so I.hat on the t.welfth day we 
had only eighteen camels left ; when the great God 
saved our lives by sending a tempest of rain, but he 
thundered so as to make the whole earth tremble, 
because of our sins, and we aU fell upon our face . 
and implored hi. forg ivenes. : the rain that fen upon 

J 
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the ground gave plenty of water to our camels, and 
we filled thir t v skins with it ; when we steered to 
the south tow;rds the borders of the desart. Nine 
of our com pany had died, and many of our camels, 
before we went down from the desart to the culti­
vated land, and we then made to the sou th towards 
a little river of fresh water, to which some Arabs 
whom we met with, directed us, after they had fi rst 
given us some rice and some milk, fo r all our milch_ 
camels had died on the desar!. 

SECTION TI l. 

Sidi Hamel's journeyings. His a,,"'val on tfte banks of 
the rive)', called by tlte natives, Gozen-Zair, and at 
Tombuctoo-<lescTiptioll of t!tat city- its commerce. 
wealth, and inhabitants. 

" Those of us who had escaped with our lives 
from the desart, only twe::Jty-one in number, with 
twelve camels, out of a caravan of one thousand 
men and four thollsand camels, stopped' near a small 
town , called TYabilt, on the bank of a river about 
half as broad as from the ci ty of Mogadore to th~ 
island, that is (0 say, firt)' ya rds. "Ve had no pro­
visions·, but the negroes seeing us in distress, came 
out and gave us sorne meat, and bread made from 
barley-cal'll : here we remained ten days to recruit 
ourselves and our camels, which (ve re j ust alive. The 
river on whose bank we remained, was called by 
those who spoke in Arabic, cl WQd Tenii, and by the 
negroes, Gozen·zair. A very high ridge of moun-
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tains, great like Atlas seen from Suse, (but not cap­
ped with snow) lie to the south-westward,and at a dis­
tance. After resting ourseh·es ahd our camels for 
ten days, we set forward for Tombuctoo. -We trav­
elled for four days to the eastward throqgh Soud an, 
,. hilly country, but of a very rich soi l, and 111uch of 
it cultivated with the hoe." I then asked him what 
he meant by Soudan? and he said, " The whole coun­
try squth of the great desart from the great ocean, 
a great way east, and including the district of Torn­
buctoo, is called by th .. Arabs .and Moors, SOlldan; 
of which T ombuctoo is the capi taL Having wa­
tered our camels again, and finding the hill country 
tedious to get through, by reason of the trees, we 
bought some barley-corn, and killed two cows, and 
went northward to the border of the desart, and 
travelled on to the eastward for eight days, when 
we fell in with the great path used by the caravans, 
and in two days more came near to the walls of 
Tombucloo. ·We had seen a great many negroes 
near the ril'er: they live in small towns, fenced in, 
with large reeds, to keep off enemies and the wild 
beasts in the night: they dwell in small round huts 
maue with cane standing upright, are covered with 
tb e same materials, and daubed with mud, to fill up 
tile openings between them. The negroes wet'e 
ai"rnid oC us when we came near their little towns, 
and those who were outside ran in and blocked up 
the passage in a minute; but finding we did not 
come to rob them, as the large companies of Arabs 
often do, but that we were poor and hungry, ther 
,,'ere willing to exchange barley-corn and meat for 
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some o[ our goods, Nearly all the [ew things we had 
we re expended to keep us ali \'c until lV~ came nellr 

Tombuctoo, The'king and the people of that city had 
heenlookingout [or the caravan [rom \V idnoon CO lo two 
moons, hu t not one sou l had arrived ue[o l'e us, and 
wc wcre permitted to go into the city after del ive ring 
tlP ollr guns, powdel" and lead, to the Ic ing's officers 
to keep IIntil wc should wish to depart. Tombuctoo 
is "vcry large city, five limes as g rea t as Swearal;; 
it is bui lt on a level plain, surrounded on all ' side. 
by hills, except on tho sou th,. where th e plain con­
tinues to the bank o[ the same riYer we had been to 
before, which is wide and deep, and rllns to the east; 
fo,. we were obliged to go to it to wate-r our camels, 
and here we saw many boats made of great trees, 
sornc with negroes in them paddling across the river. 
The city is strongly walled in with stone laid in 
day, like the towns and hOllses in Suse, only a great 
deal thicker: the house of the kiug is ve ry large 
and high, like the largest house' in 10gadore, but 
Luilt o[ the same materials as the walls: there arc 
a great many mo ,'e houses in that city built o[ stone, 
with shops 01) Olle side, whe l'e the), sell sal t and 
knives, and bllle. cloth, and haicks, and an ab undance 
0(' other things, with many gold ornaments, The 
inhabitants arc hlacks, and the c\lief is a very large 
and gra) -headed 01.1 blackman, who is called SllCgar, 
which means sultan, or king, The principal part 
o[ tIle hOllses arc made wi th large re~ds, as thick as 
a man's anD, and stand upon their ends, and arc 
covered with small rced. iirst, an d then with the 
Jeal'cs of the da te trees: tbey are ro uml, and ths 
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lops come to a point like a heap of stones. Neither 
the Shogar nor his people are Moslemins, but there 
is a town divided off from the principal one, in one 
corne r, by a strong partition wall, and one gate to 
it, which leads from the maio towo, like the Jews' 
town, or Mill ah in Mogadore: all the Moors or 
Arabs who have liberty to come into Tombuctoo, 
are ob liged to sleep in that part of it every night, 
or gq out of the city eoti rely, and no stranger is 
allowed to enter that Millah without leaving his 
knife with the gate.keeper; but when he comes out; 
in the morning it is restored . to him. The people 
who live in that part are all Moslemin. The negroes, 
bad Arabs, and Moors, are all mix.ed together, and 
marry with each other, as if they ,vere all of one 
co lour : they bave no property of consequence, ex­
cept a few asses: their gate is shut and fastened 
every nigbt at dnk, and very strongly guarded both 
in the night and in the day-time. The Shegar or 
king is always guarded hy one hundre4 men on mules, 
armed with good guns, and one hundred men on foot, 
with guns and long knives. He would not go into 
the Millah, and we only saw him four or five times 
in tbe two moons we stayed at Tombuctoo, waiting 
for the caravan : but it bad perisbed on the desart­
neither did the yearly caravan from Tunis and Tri­
poli arrive, for it had also been destroyed. The city 
of Tombuctoo is very rich a's well as "ery large; it 
has fo"r gates to it; all of them are opened in the day­
time, but "cry strongly guarded and shut at night. 
The negro women are very fat and bandsome, and 
w.ear lar~e round gold rings in their noses. and fiat 
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ones in their ears, and gala chains and ambe r beads 
abou t their necks, with images and white fis h-bones, 
bent ro und , and the ends Castened together, hanging 
dOlVn between their breasts: they have bracelets on 
their wrists and on their ankles, and go barefoot. 
I had bought a small snulf-box fillet! with sn uff in 
Morocco, and showed it 10 the womCll in the princi­
pal street o[ Tombuctoo, which is very wide: lhere 
were a great many about me in a few minutes, and 
they insisted on buying my snuff and box ;-one made 
me one offer, and anolber made me another, until one, 
who wore richer onaments than the rest, told me, in 
broken Arabic, that she wou ld take off all she had 
about hoI' and g ive them to me for the box and its 
conten ts, I agreed to nccept them, and she pulled off 
b<rr nose-rings and ear-rings, all her neck chains, with 
their ornaments, and the bracelets from her wrists 
and ankles, and gayc them to me in exchange [or it: 
these ornaments would weigh more than a po und, 
and were made of solid gold at Tombuctoo, and I 
kept them through my whole journey afterwards, 
and carried them to my wife, who now wears a part 
of thelll, Tombuctoo carries on a great trade witl. 
all the caravans that come [rom Morocco and the 
shores of the Mediterrane an sea, Frolu Algiers, 
Tunis, Tripoli, &c, are brough t all kinds of cloths, 
iron, sal t, muskets, powder, and lead, swords 'or scim­
itars, tobacco, opium, spices, and perfumes, amber 
beads and other lI'inkets, with a few other al'ficles ; 
they cany back ill return elephallts' teeth, gold dust, 
and wrought gold, guru senegal, ostl'ich feathers, 
"ery curiously worked turbans, and slayes; a gre~t 
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many of the latter, and many other articles of less 
importance : tbe slaves are brought in from the 
south-west, all strongly ironed, and are sold very 
cheap; so that a good stout man may be bou,ght for 
a haick, which costs in the empire of Morocdo about 
(wo dollars, The caravans stop alld encan<p about 
two miles from the city in a deep valley, and tbe ne­
groes do not mo lest them: tbey bring their merchan­
dise near tbe walls of the city, where the inha bitants 
purella.e all their goods in exchange for the abuve­
me ntioned articles; n~t more than fifty men from 
anyone ca,'avan being a\lowed to enter tbe city at ~ 
time, and they must go out before others are permit­
ted to enter, This city also carries on a g reat trade 
with '¥assanah, (a city far to the south-east) in all 
the articles that are brought to it by caravans, and 
get returns in slaves, elepbants'teetb, gold, &c. 
The principal male inhabitants are clothed with blue 

. cloth shirts, that reach from their shou lders down to 
their knees, and are very wide, and girt about their . 
loins with a red and brown cotton sash or girdle : 
they also hang about thei r qodies pieces of different 
coloured cloth and silk handkerchiefs: the king i. 
dressed in a white robe of a similar fashion, but 
covered with white and yellow gold and si lver plates, 
that glitter in the sun;-he also has many other shin­
ing ornamellts of shells and stones hanging about 
him, and wears a pair of breeches like the Moors 
and Barbary Jews, and has a kind of white turban 
.on his head , pointing up, and strung with different 
kinds of ornaments; his feet are covered with red 
Morocco shoes: be bas no other weapon about him 
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:J 



B;j~ t:AP'J'A IN lULEY'S NARHA'l'IVi5. 

thun n lurge whito stall' 01' sceptl'e, witll a goldell 
lion on the beau or it, which he carries in his hand, 
his whole co untenance is mild, ancl he seems to go­
"ern his suhjects 1110re like a father thall a king. 
The whole o[ his ollicers and guards wear breeches 
that are genorally dyed reu, but sometimes th ey arc 
white or blue: a ll but the king go bareheaded. 
The 1'001' people have only a si ng le picce or blue or 
other cloth about them, alld the slaves" breech doth. 
The inhabitt\nts in Tombuctoo are very numei·ous; 
I (billIe six times as lllallY as ill Sweurah, besides th" 
A rabs no d othol' Moslelllill or Mohammedans, ill 
thoir Millal:, or so p"r"te lown; whioh mus t contain 
llCtt rl y as Illany poople as there arc a ltoge ther in 
S wcarCth." 

NO'l' r~ R\' 'l'JH~ AU'I'1I01t. 

SWel\llAIl or l\[ogadol'c conlains abuut tbirty-si .... 
t hoUSMd soul s; lhal is, thirly thousand Moors and 
six thtHISand .lews: IiIi< may be a high estimation for 
'rombuctoo; IIInkinp; iltwo ll\\lldrod nnd sixteen tbou­
s:\Ild inh~bitmHs, )'el considering (he coullnereial illl­
pOl·tance oC th" p!t,C(', and tbe fertility o[ the country 
around it, III 1'0 CHn be no doubt bllt it cOlltains II vast 
l1umbel' of inhabit an ts; and J must also obsene, that 
I[ it was a small tOlVll, and containod tbe riches aUI·i· 
bllled to it, the)' would require a vcry strong [O I'CO to 
prevent th Arabs (l'om tho desart, together with tbe 
caravans, ["om taking it by sllrp"ise or by stonn. 

"Tho women lW O clothed in a light shirt or un­
.!cl'-dress, alld 01'01' it a greon, red, or blllo covering. 
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from thei r breasts to be low their knees- the whole 
g irt about their IV aists with a red g irdle; they stain 
their cheeks and foreheads red or yellow on some 
occasions, and the married women Weal' a kind of 
hood on their head:;, made of blue cloth, or silk, and 
cotton handkerchiefs of different li inds anel colours, 
and go barefooted. The king and people of Tom­
buctoo do not fea r and worship God,. like the Mosle­
mins, but like the peop le of Soudan, they only pl'ay 
one time in t wenty-four bours, when, they see the moon, 
and when she is not seen they do not pray at all : 
they cannot read or write, but are honest, and they 
eirfumcise their cbi ldren li ke the Arabs: tbey haye 
no luosques, IJUt dance eyery night, as the Moors 
nnd Arabs pray. The Sll egar or king had colJ ected 
abo ut one thousand slaves, some gums, elephants' 
teeth, gold dust, &oc. to be ready fa)' (he yeady ca ra­
vans; but as three moons had passed away since 
the time they ought to have arrived, he gave them 
tip for lost, and concluded to send a carayan with 
part of his goods that came across the desart; vi z,..­
some alt, iron, cloths, &c. to a large city a t a great 
distance from Tombucloo: and havingfol'med a body 
of about three thousand men, well armed with mus­
kets, Ion?; knives, and spears, and three thousand 
asses, and about two hundred camels, which were all 
loadeu with heavy goods, such as iron, salt, tobacco, 
&c., he hired my brother Seid and myself (with ten 
more of our companions) to carry loads on our two 
camels to Wassanah, for wbich he was (0 gi"e us, 
when we came back, two haicks each and some gold. 
A< we were completely in h is power, we did 
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nqt dare to refuse to go, anJ he put us under the car,,­
of his brother, whose name was Slteihaa, who haa 
command of the whole caravan. It was in the 
month of Shua l ( -- ) when we departed from 
Tombuctoo for a place we had never before heard 
of. We had in the company about two hundred 
Moslemin, but the master of the caravan wou ld not 
pel'mit liS, Moslemin, to keep our guns, for fear We 

slwu(d turn against Itim, if lie was obliged to jig"!:' 

SECTION IV . 

Sidi 11amel sels out for WassanaA-!.is arrival tAere, alld 
description of t"al city, IliC country, and ils in/,abilmlis 
-of tAcgrcat riuer v.;lt,iclt runs 11 car £1, andof his return 
to TO}1l,buctuo-colltaitling also tlte autllOr's geographi­
cal opin£ons,/ouncied on tlu's narrat~'ve, OJ! tllo sources 
of the 'river J\'"igot-//s leng/It, course, and outlet, t'n/(J 
tlte .!l l!cudic oeeall. 

" ALL being prepared, we went from Tombllc(oo, 
about two houl's' ride, tbwards the south, to (he bank 
of the rivel', which is ca ll eu a( that place Zolibib, and 
was wider than from Mogadore to the island; (i. e .. 
abOllt five hundred yards;) here was a miserable 
village, built with canes, and mudded over: it had 
nbout two hundred small houses in it, but no walls: 
\\'0 then setolTnear tbe side of the rii'er,and travelled 
on in a plain even counl ry for six da),s, every day 
'within sight of the !'j"CI', which was on onr right hand, 
and running the same way we travelled, and Out' 
course was a little to the south of cast; when 'lVe 
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came to a small town, called Bi'mbina!., walled in wi th 
caoes and thorn-bushes, and stopped two days near 
it, to get provisions and rest our beasts: here the 
ril'er turned more to the 'south-eastward, because 
there was a very high mountain in sight to the east­
ward: we then went from the river side, and pursued 
oUt" journey more so uthwardly, trnrough a hilly and 
woody country, for fifteen days, when we came to the 
same l:iver again. Eve ry night we were obJiged to 
make up large fires all orou1'd the caravan. to keep 
off the wild beasts, such as lions, tigers, and others, 
which made a dreadful howling, Here was 0 small 
town of black people belonging to another nation, 
who were enemies to tbe king of Tombuctoo, but 
were friendly to the king of Wassanah; and not 
being strong, they did not molest us, but furnished 
us with what corn we wanted , and twenty oxen. 
' Ve saw a large number of armed black men, nearly 
oaked,on the othe r side ofthe river, who seemed tq be 
hosti le, but tbey could not get ac)(oss to attack us : 
we also saw t wo very large tOIVOS, but walled io like 
the ot hers we had passed: we stopped here, and 
rested our camels and asses five days, and then went 
on ward again in about a S. E. direction, winding, as 
the riv" .. ran, for three days; and then had to 'climb 
over a very high ridge of mountains, which took up 
six clUJ's, and when we were on the top of them, we 
could see a large chain of high mountains to the 
westward; those we passed were thickly covered 
",ith very large trees, and i t was extremely difficult 
to get lip and down them; but we could not go any 
other way, for the river ran against the steep side 0 
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ril l} mountain; so havio g gotten over them, we came 
to the river's Lank again, where it was ve l'Y narrow 
an d full of rocks, that dashed the water dreadfu lly : 
then finding a good path, we kept on to Lhe S. E. wind­
ing a little every day, sometimes more to the east, 
then to the sOll th again : we kept travelling this way 
fol' twelve clays after leaving the mountai ns,· during 
w hich time we had seen the river nearly every day 
on our right haml, and had passed a groat. many 
small strcams that empty into it: it was now I'ery 
wiele, aoel looked deep-hel'e we saw many trees 
tI ug out hollow, like the boats at 'l'ombuctoo, and 
they were used to can )' negroes across the riv er, 
and were pushed along with fl at pieces of wood: we 
also sa \V the higll mountains on th e wes t side of the 
J;t'call'ivcl', ycry plain ly. l~Ia\' i ng I'csteJ seven days 
a t the ferrying-place, we then trave ll ed on for fifteen 
days, most of the time ill sight of the l·il'e r. When wo 
came close to the walls of the ci I y of 'Vassanah, 
the king came out with a gL'cal army, consisting of 
all his soldiers, to meet us, but findin g wo had only 
come to Irado by the orders of, and with the goods of, 
his friend Shegar of 'l'omb uctoo, he invited lhe cbie~ 
nile! the whole ofth" ea!'avan, to abide within a square 
enclosure, neal' the walls of the city: he re we re­
maineu two moons, exchang ing our goods for sluves, 
gold, elephan ts' teoth, &0. 

" T ho oity of 'Vassull ah is buill neal' the bank of 
the firer, which rullS past it ncarly sou lh, between 
high mOl1ntains 011 both sides, thou!(" no t vc ry olose 
to the river, which is so wide the re tha t we could 
hardly see a mon ocross it on the other side: tho 
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people of Tombuctoo call it Zol ibib, and those of' 
"assanah call it Zadi. The walls of the city are 
yery large, and made of great stones, laid up like the 
stolle fCllces in the proyince of Hah Hah, in Moroc­
co, hilt without any clay or mud amongst them: 
they are yery thick and strong, ana much higher 
than the wall s of Tombuctoo. I was permitted to 
walk round them in company, with six negroes, and 
it tooj< me one whole day: the walls are built sql1a~e, 
>lnd have one large gate on each side. The country 
"II around the city is dug up, and has barley, co rn, 
and other yegotables planted on it; and close by the 
side of the river, all the land is covered with rice, 
and there are a great many oxen, and cows, and 
asses, belonging to tbe cit)" but no camels, nor 
horses, mules, sheep, nor goats, but all about and in 
the city, speckled fowls abound, and there are plenty 
of eggs. The people of tbe caravan were allowed , 
to enter the city, but only twenty at a time, and 
they we!'e all obliged to go out again before night. 

" 'Ve had been there more tban a mooo, when it 
came to my turn to go in. I found almost the whole 
of the gro und inside of .tile walls was covered with 
buts made of s tones piled up without clay, and some 
recds, laid across the tops, covered over with tl;e 
lal'go leaves of the date or palm tree, or of another 
tree which looks vcry much like a date tree, and bears 
a fruit as large as my head, which has a white juice 
in it sweeter than milk; the inside is hard, and very 
good to eat: the trees that bear this big fruit , grow 
in abundance in this country, and their li'uit is very 
plenty: their hills have narrow passages bel ween 
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(l1em : the king or chief is called Oleeboo, ,~hicb 
means, in tlIe negro talk, good sultan: he i3 a very 
tall, and quite a young man; his house is very large, 
"(:luare, and high, made of stone, and tile chinks filled 
~'P with something wliite like lime, but not s6 hard: 
they would not let IDO go into his house, and told 
me he had onc hundred and fifty wives, or more, and 
ten thousand slaves: he dresses in a white , Itirt, tbat 
looks like the one worn by Mr. Will , hi,'c, and lopg 
trowsers made like them you have on, and caloured 
like aO OI·ange." Those I then had on, were com­
mon wide sailor trowseJ's. " He Itas over his shirt 
" caftan or robe with sleeves to it, made of red 
cloth, tied about with a gird le tha t goes from hi e 
hreas( (0 his hips, made of silk handkerchiefs of all 
(;010ur6, and has slips pC line coloured silk tied roulld 
bis arrns and legs: his hair is also tied in omall 
1Juncl,es, and he wears on his head a "cry bigh hat 
made of canes, coloured very handsomely, and 
adorned with fine feat],e,.~: he bas sandalJl on his 
leet, hound up with go ld chains, and a great gold 
chain over his should er, with a bunch of ornamcnt, 
made of hri ght stones and. shell s, (hat dazzle th~ 
('yes, bangill;; 011 his breast, and wears a large dag­
ger 1) his side ill a gold case. He rides on th~ 
back of a huge heast, railed lifemcnt, three ti roes as 
thick a" lOy gnat camel, and a great deal biglJCr, 
with a' ('r) long 'JOse and great (ee th, and almost as 
black as II", ,,,;;rocs: he is so stron g, that be ca 0 

kill an hundred men ill a minute when he i. mad­
this is the an ilrt td that the teeth grow in which WI' 

hrin!:" from 'rombucloo to Widnoon, which you ('"Il 
\ 
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elephants' teeth, and this was the only one of the 
animals [ ever saw, but they told me these creatures 
were very plenty down the rirer fJ'om Wassanah." 
This answers to the description of, and no doub t is, 
the elephant. 

"The king of W assanah has a guard of two 
hundred negroes ' all foot, one hundred of them 
armed with muskets, fifty with long spears, and fifty 
with great bows anJ arrows, with long knives by 
their' sides : they always attend hi m when be goes 
out on his beast; he has also a very large army: 
they fig ht with guns, spears, and bows and al:rows. 
The city has twice as maoy inhabitants in it as 
Tombuctoo, and we saw a great many town~ near 
it 011 the otber siue of the river, as well as several 
small settlements on the same side below. The 
king nor tbe people do not pray like the MoslemiD;;, 
but they jump about, fall do wn, tear their faces as 
if they were mad when any of their friends die, and 
every time they see the new moon, they make a 
great feast, and dance all night to music maue by 
singing and beating on skins tied across a hollow 
stick, and shaking little stooes in a bag or shell; but 
they do not read nor write, and are heathens. 
Though the free people in this place, do not steal, 
and o."e very hospitable, yet I hope the time is near 
when tbe faitbful, and they that fear God and hi. 
prophet, will turn them to the true belief, or drive 
them away from this good ly land. 

" The principal inhabitants of Wassanah are dress­
ed in .bi"ts of white or blue cloth, with short trow­
ser;, and some witb a long robe over tbe whole, tied 
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about with a girdle of different colours: the free 
f~males are generally very fat, and dress in blne or 
white coverings tied about their waists with girdle$ 
of all colours: they wear a great many ornaments 
of gold, and beads, and shells, hanging to t\leir ears 
and noses, necks, arms, ankles, and all over their 
hair; but tIle pool'er sort are only covered about th"ir 
loins by a cloth which grows on the tree (hat bears 
the big fruit r have told you about before." Thi~ fr],lit, 
I imagine; must be the cocoa-nut, and I have often 
in the VI' est Indies, and elsewhere, observed the 
outer bark of this singular palm-tree: it is woYen 
by nature like cloth, each thread being placed ex­
aclly o\'er and under thp others. It appears like 
regular wove coarse bagging, and is quite strong: 
it loosens and (h'ops from the trunk of the tree of its 
own accord, as the tree increases in size aod age. 
r had long before considered that this most singular 
bark must have suggested to man the first idea of 
cloth, and taught him how to spin, and place the 
threads so as to form it of other materials that have 
since be eo used for that purpose, and this first hint 
from natm:e has been improved into our present me:,­
thods of spinning and \1'Ileaving. 

"The male slaves go entirely naked, but the 
women are allowed a pieoe of tbis cloth to cover 
tbeir nakedness with: they are very numerous, and 
many of (hem kept chained: the), are obliged (0 

work the earth rountl about !lie city. T he inhabi­
tants catch a great many 'fish : they have boats made 
of great (rees, cut off and hollowed out, that will 
hdld teo, fifteen, 01' twenty negroes, and tRe brothel' 
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01 the king told one of my Moslemin companions 
who could understand him. (for 1 could not,) that 
he was going to se t out in a few days with sixty 
boats, and to carry five hundred slaves down the 
riYer, first to the southward, and then to the west­
ward, where they shoull! come 'to the great water, 
and sell them to pale people w~o came there in 
great boats, and brought muskets, and powder, and 
tobacco, and blue c1otb , and knives, &c.- he, said it 
was'; great way, and would take him three moons 
to I!:ct there, and he should be gone twenty moons 
before he cou ld ge t back by land, but should be very 
rich." J then asked him ho.w many boats he sup­
posed there were in the riYer at 'IV assanah? he 
,aid :-" A gl'eat many, three or four hundred, I 
shoul,1 think; out some of them are Hry small: we 
saw a great many of these people who had been 
down the river to see the great water, with slaves 
and teeth , and came back again: they said, the pale 
people lived in great boats, and bad guns as, big as 
thei r bodies. tbat made a noise like thunder, and 
would kill all the people in a hundred ,?egro boats, 
if they wellt too near them: we saw ill the river 
and on (he bank a great l)umber of fish, with legs 
and large mouths, and these would run into the 
water in a minute, if any mall went near them, but 
they told us they would catch children, and some­
times men, when in the boats: (these are, no doubt, 
crocodiles or hippopotamus',) tht negroes are very 
kind, and would always give us barley, com, or rice, 
milk or meat, if we were hungry, though we could 
lIot speak a language they understood. While we 
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stopped at W"ssanah, it rained a!tnost every day. 
Having' tra.lcd' away a1l the goods we carrieu there, 
Shelbar took three hunured slaves and a great many 
teetb, dazzling stones, and shells, and gold; with 
these we set off again, and went the same way 
back to Tombuctoo, which took us three moons, and 
we were gone from the time we left it; to the time 
we returned, eight moons. On my arrival at Tom­
buatoo, we were paid by the chief of the caravan 
according to promise, and a few da,ys afterwards a 
caravan arrived there from T,m)s, which. we joined 
to return by that way to our own country.'" 

I must here beg the reader's indulgence for a 
moment, in order to make some remarks, and a few 
geographical observations that this part of the narra­
ti I'e has suggested. Tbis narrative I, for my own 
part, consider strictly true and correct, as far as 
tbe memory and judgment of Sidi Hamel were con­
cerned, whose veracity aod intelligence I had before 
tested: he had not the least inducement held out to 
him for giving this account, further thao my own 
and Mr. Willshire's curiosity; and his description of 
Tombuctoo agrees in substance with tbat given by 
several Moors, (Fez merchants) who came to Mr:" 
Willshire's hOllse to buy goods while Sidi Hamet 
was there, and who said they had knowu bim in 
Tombuctoo several years ago. From these consi­
derations combined, and after examining the best 
maps extant, I co"clude that I have strong ground. 
on which to found the following geograph~cal opi­
nions, viz. 
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1 st, That the great Desart is much higher laod 
00 its southero side Cas I had proyed it to be 00 the 
oortl1 by my owo obserYatioos) than the sur­
rounding couotry, and consequeotly that its whole 
st\l-facc is much higher than the la d oear it 
that is susceptible of ·cultivation. 2dly, That 
the rirer which Sidi Hamet and his compan­
ions CaUle to withio foorteen days ride, and west of 
Tomb.uctoo, called by the Arabs el Wod '1'rmij, and 
by the negroes, Gozen-Zair, takes its· rise in the 
mountains south of, and bordering on, the great 
Desart, bei.g probably the northero branch of that 
cxtensive riuge in which the Senegal, Gambia, and 
Niger rivers, have their sources; and that this river 
is a branch of the Niger, wbich runs eastwardly for 
several hUlIdred miles to Tombuctoo, near which 
city, many branches, uniting in one great stream, it 
takes the name of Zolibib, and continues to run 
nearly east, about two hllndrerl and fifty miles from 
Tombuctoo; when meeting with high laod, it is 
turned more south-eastwardly, and running in that 
direction ill a winding course, about five hundred 
miles, it has met with some obstructions, through 
which it has foroed ils way, and formed a consider- . 
able full: for Sidi Hamet, having spent six days in 
passing the monntaioR, came again near the river, 
which IVas then [ti led with broken rocks, and the 
water w.s foaming and roa riug among them, as he 
oboen ed, " Illost dread!ully." This must be a fall 
or rapid. 3dly, That from these falls, it runs lirst 
to the south-eastward, alld theo more to tbe south, 
till it reaches Wassauah, about six huudred miles, 
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where it is by some called Zolibib, and by otherg 
Zadi, 4thl)', That as the inhabitants of Wassanall 
say they go first to the southward, and then to the 
westward, in' boats to the g reat \I aiel'; this r eon" 
ccive llIust be the Atlantie Oeean, 'where they have 
scen pale men and grea t bo:!.!s, &c, These I should 
naturally conclude were Eur'opeans, with vessels; 
and that it takes three moons to get the,'e, (abO\lt 
eighty-five days) at the, rate of thirty miles i\ d;>y, 
whioh is the least we can give them with So strong a 
current; it mak.es a distanGe from thence' to the sea 
of about two thousand fIve hundred milcs': iu com­
puting this distance, one-third aI', more shou ld be 
allowed for its windings, so that the whole length of 
the river is above foul' thousand miles, and is pro­
hably the longest aod largest on the African conti,­
nent, 5thl)', That the waters of this river in theil' 
passage towards the east, have beeQ obstructed in 
t heir course by high monntains in (he cen,ral re­
gions of tliis unexplored conlinent, and turned south­
wardly: that they are borne a long to tbe south­
ward, betwe'en the ridges of mountains that are 
known to extend all along the weslern coast, f,'om 
Senegal to (he gulf of Guinea, and to round with 
that gulf to the soulh of (he equator: that they are 
continually nal'l'owed in and straitened by that im­
mense ridge in which the great river Nile is knowlt 
to haye its somecs; and which mountailis lie in the 
equatorial region: that (his central rivcr receives, 
i.l its lengthened COllrse, all t he s!I'eams that water 
.. nd fe\,tilize the whole country, bctween the 1m, 
beFore-mentioned ridges of mountains: the waters 

..... 
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thus accumulated and pent up, at length broke over 
their western and most feeble barrier, tore it down 
to i Is base, and thence found and forced their way to 
the Atlantic Ocean, forming wbat is now kuown as 

. the river Congo. 10 corroboration of this opinion, 
some men of my acquaintance, who have visited tbe 
Congo, and traded a'n along, the coast between it 
and the Senegal, affirm, tbat the Congo discharges 
more I?ater into the Atlantic, taking the whole year 
toge ther, than all the streams to the north ward of it, 
het ll'een its mouth and Cape de Verd. 

SECTION Y. 

Sidi Hamel's jonmey jro7n Tombuctoo to Morocco, by 
the eastern route-his descn'pfion of the D esart, and 
·of the couht-ry on botA sides of it. Of a dreadful 
battle witA tAe wandering .I1mbs. Sid'; Hamet takes 
his leave, and sets out to jo£n his fami ly. 

"THE carayan we joined at Tombuctoo, was 
a very large one, belonging to Algiers, Tunis, 
Tripoli, and Fez, four uniied together. They re­
mained near that city two moons, and bought two 
thousand slaves, besides a great deal of ,go ld dust, 
and teeth, and turbans, and go ld rings, and chains, 
and gum; but Seid and I bad only aliI' t~o camels, 
and they were hut partly lo~ded with gum, for ac­
count of B.,. JVassar, the Sbeick of the Tunissian 
part of tbe caravan, for there were tbree Sheicks _ 
in it. " ' hen every tbing was rea~.e set ,elf 
[TOlD Tombuctoo, and travelled e~l'therJy, twen-

Yy 
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ty days through th e hilly country. crossing a great 
many little streams of water th at ran to the south 
and west towards the great river, it having rained 
very hard almost eyc,')' night whil st we lrere at 
Tombuc(oo. 

When we were g;oillg amongst the hills and trees, 
we saw n great many smal l towns, or cities, most of 
them fenced in with good stone walls, but some with 
cane and thorn bushes. The land of that country­
is very good, and plenty of corn g rows on it, and 
some ri ce and dates, and we sa w some oxen, sheep, 
and asses, and a few horses. The inhabitants are 
Moors and Arabs mixed with thc negroes, and almost 
as black as th e latter; all of OUI' own religion: they 
are very stout nerce men, but they did Dot attempt 
to molest us, and so ld us ever y thing we wanted at 
a cheap rate: they weal' no clothing but a strip of 
cloth about their middles, and a ring of bone or ivory 
round the women's ankles and wrists, and some beads 
in their hair: they are peaceable people, and never 
a ttack the caravans nnless the latle r attempt to rob 
them: th ey are armed with muskcts and with long 
l1nives, and with bo ws and a rrows. " 'hen they are 
forced to fight, they do it with the g reates t fury, and 
never take pri soners 0" receiYe quarte r, and only de­
fend (hei,' rights. Some of the people in our carayan 
told us, tha i a few years ago a cam"an, going from 
T ombuctoo to Tun is, Algiers, &c. in pas~ ing th rough 
this counllT, sn rprised and stole abou t four hun­
dred of the inhabitants for slaves, and a g"ea t numbe r 
of cattle and much corn, and went towards the desart; 
but tlle'so pe01'le llssem bled a large host, and cam~ 
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up with them in the night near the edge of the des art, 
and cut the whole oftbem to pieces, though they wer~ 
more than two thousand men stron€\, aod well armed J 

only abo ut fifty of the people of the carayan escaped 
and go t back to Tunis to tell the )JeW S, and tbey 
only by riding on the swiftest camels without any 
Joads. Afte,' having refreshed our camels for ten 
days in a beautiful valley, where there was a good 
stream of water for them to drink, and filled the sacks 
with c~als , we mounted up to the desart, and steered 
on the fiat Jevel away to the north, As we wen't 
a long we came to some small "all eys, wbere the 
Arabs feed their camels and live on thei,' milk, and 
think themse lye$ the most learned, virtuous, and 
religious people in the world, and the most happy 
too, though tbey have neither bread, nor meat, nor 
honey, nor any clothing buVa rag tied round their 
waist, and live in tents, wandering about. We 
steered about north for eighteen days, when we came 
to the usual watering-place, call ed Weydlah; here 
was a great deal of water ill a pond, but it was black 
and quite salt, like the water in the wells close by 
the grea t sea ;-it was very dead and stinking and 
tasted ofsulph~r;-it is in a very deep pit and difficult 
to gel at, there being only one place by which we' 
cou ld lead the camels down to tbe water: it is said 
to be very deep in the middle, and was never known 
to be ury: it was almost cOI-ered o,'er by a thick 
green scum;-we cou ld sec the tracks of wild beasts, 
such as tigers and lions, neal' the water, "r e had 
~een a great many or tbese animals in our trave ls to 
Wassanah, and when we were coming from TOII\-
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buctoo to lhe eastward. Our carann consisted of 
abo ut fifteen hundred men, most of us well armed 
wi th double-barrelled guns and scimitars, and we had 
about four thousand camels. I t was a long journey 
to the next well; so we stopped here six days peaceably, 
haying encamped in a valley a little distan"ce west of 
the pond or lake. We had always made the camels 
lie down in a circle, placing the goods in the centre, 
and the to'ell between the camels and the goods: we 
had two hundred men on guard , and always ready 
for any emergency. In the night of the si" th day, 
about two hours after midnight , we were attacked by 
a very large body' of wanderillg Arabs: they had 
got to within a few yards of us before they were dis­
covered, and poured in a most destructive fire of 
musketry, at the same ti'me "running in lik e hungry 
tigers, with spears and scimitars in their hands, with 
ureadfol yellings:-they threw the ",hole carayan into 
confusion for a moment; but we -were in a tight 
circle, formed by the camels, which with the guards 
kept them off (o-Lll..sha..t tiUTe, till th e whole of our 
mell seized their arms and rallied. The battle now 
raged most furiously : it was cloudX and very ,dal'k; 
the blaze of the powder making only a faint light, 
whilst the crackin g of musketry, the clasbing of 
swords, t.he shouts of the combatan ts, and the bel­
lowings of the wounded an d .frightened camels, 
together with the groans of the wounded and dying 
men, made the most dreadful and borrid uproar that 
can be conceived : the fight continued for abollt two 
hours, hand to hand and breast to breas t, when the 
assailants gave way and ran off, leaving their dead 


