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INTRODUCTION. 1
i

Winnebah Fort, Nov. 11‘3, 1811.

T0 THE | ;

; MEMBERS OF THE AFRICAN INSTII'I;UTFON.
- A i
GEyriEMEN; 10
"THE intention of the following I.;T-. 0 en-
r,_ deavour to introduce into public favour, a partof ,
~ the Globe, which has for many yeal}l bgeu consi-

. dered undeserving ofowattentlon,ifyeexelnde
tbaummadahmit‘ﬁnfded of ¥

f’{v-nq.n

!nhapnlhmnf goldamltmry, '_



u INTRODUCTION.

drawn of this part of Africa, since the days of
Bosman, it will meet with public approbation.

Although, at present, the Gold-coast is almost
neglected by the British merchants, yet 1 hope it
will not continue long in this state: I trust
some favourable change will take place under
the nuspices of the African Institution, and the
Legislature, to increase the trade, and to attract
the attention of the publie at large to it.

Various, no doubt, are the opinions of those
concerned in the commercial interest of the
Nation respecting this country, and the changes
which may ensue in the West Indies, in conse-
quence of the abolition of the slave-trade. It
may be supposed, probably, that those luxuries,
which we were accustomed to import very large-
ly from that couutry, will be gradually reduced
w quantity, and consequently, so proportionably
increased in price, that the middling order of the
comuunity cannot afford an ample use of them.
Some persons hesitate not, perhaps, in pronoun-
cing, that sugar, rum, &c. cannot h.'n::z
cepting on terms disadvantageous to the Nati
unless the slave-trade is restored; and others,
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who place ‘much confidence “in their commercial
knowledge, and profess a large portion of politi-
cal sagacity, may affirm, that there is no alterna-
tive, bat either to open the channel for supplying
the plantations with slaves, or colonize part of
Africa, otherwise we are likely to depend on our
neighbowrs for a snpply of sugar and rum, or
dispense with the use of them altogether.

Let these opinions turn out as they may, there
is very little doubt, that if sugar can be procured
as cheap, and as palatable, through the * exer-
tions and alacrity of a consciousness of freedom,”
as through the * gloomy, sullen indolence atten-
dant on a consciousness of slavery,” it will be
more agreeable to the nation, and relished with
more satisfaction.

Those who are acquainted with the soil and
climate of the Gold-coast, and who have au equal
knowledge of the West-Indies, will, doubtless,
readily agree m this opinion; that the Gold-coast
has the advantage of the West-India islands, not
only in soil and climate, but likewise in seasons.
The s0il of this part of Africa is wore uniform,
and partakes of & more clayey nature; it is nob

R2



v INTRODUCTION.

so mtermixed with stone, and not so liable to be
impoverished by gravelly and sandy particles,
washed from the hills in the wet season: it
partakes likewise of a greater variety of soil,
than a country so intersected with high land as
the West-India islands are. The climate of the
Gold-coast will be found as temperate and salu-
brious as the West Indies; and if it were culti-
vated, it would probably surpass the West Indies
in point of salubrity. The seasons here are as
regular, and as congenial to cultivation, as they
are in the West Indies; there is as much mois-
ture throughout the year; the sea and land breezes
are as regular; and it can boast of one most de-
cided advantage,---it is not infested with those
tremendous storms called Hurricanes, which
sometimes destroy the prosperity, and check the
industry of the planter : it is true we have torna-
does, but they are mild breezes in comparison to
a West-India hurricane.  If things be enquired
into minutely, we shall find, that the hopes of &
planter are very often frustrated, and his expeeta-
tions disappointed, in the produce of his estate,
from irregularities of seasons in the -




INTRODUCTION. v

If, therefore, the Gold-coast of Africa be en-
titled to be classed with the West-Indies in all
those qualities, there remains no longer a doubt
of its producing every article that will grow
there; and as land and labour can be purchased
at a lower rate, it would be strange indeed, if
sugar, rum, coffee, cotton, indigo, &c. &c. conld
not be produced from it on terms as advantage-
ous as from the West. Iu forming these compa-
risons, and making these remarks, the writer is
not actuated by prejudice, nor is he governed by
interested or partial motives: his wish is to en-
deavour to extend the commercial interest and
prosperity of the Empire, by exposing to view a
part of Africa, which has been ever enveloped in
mauch obscurity.

1t 15, however, well known, that the Gold-coast,
as well as other parts of the coast of Guinea, has
been the source of much wealth; that it has given
employment to many classes of our countrymen ;
and that it has contributed to support the great
bulwark and glory of the Nation! Whether it
be still capable of an extensive and profitable
trade ; of renewing the speculative spirit of the
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merchant ; of employing numbers of our trades-
men and artisans ; of enticing the manufacturer
to new designs and improvements, under circum-
stances more pleasing to the mind and more ho-
nourable to human nature, than it has yet done ;
are problems which admit of easy solutions.

The Gold-coast, as well as all tropical Africa,
is eapable of affording incalculable advantages,
if the inhabitants can be excited to industry, Tt
is enriched beyond the credibility of those unac-
quainted with it. Its hills are stored with varions
metals and minerals, and its valleys ave blessed
with a fertility, scarcely to be exceeded by any
country under the same latitude.

In this examination of the Gold-coast, the cha-
racters and dispositions of the natives will be de-
seribed with tolerable accuracy ; their principal
customs are related, and an historical sketeh of
the principal states is subjoined. T have dwelt
particularly on the Fantee country, as it forms the
most interesting part of the Gold-coast, in conse-
quanueflhednngasiths]!fdy'mw .
The Ashantee war has been treated with atten-

Tl b



INTRODUCTION, vin

tion, which will lead the reader to an acquaintance
with that warlike and trading people. Abuses
committed by the natives against the service, and
against trade, are touched upon, with a view that
the Commitiee for managing the British concerns
in this country, may be aided by Government to
apply a remedy. A short history of the Royal
African Company, and the trade to this country,
is annexed ; which I expect will be gratifying to
my readers, Upon the whole, much care has
been taken to render this work as complete and
as acceptable as possible to the publick ; but par-
ticularly to those who are interested in the im-
provement and trade of the country.

It is by no means my intention to obtrude my-
self as an author : the following work has, doubt-
less, many faults, and will by no means stand the
test of criticism; I have only endeavoured to
deseribe what has struck me during many years
residence in the country. Many others might
have performed this much better, had they been

“pleased to have attempted it. If T have erred, it
is not wilfully ; the faults are all my own; and if
my book afford any information or amusement;
1 claim the merit of it.
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Captain Scobell, of His Majesty's ship Thais,
was kind enough to give my manuscript a pas-
sage, and send 1t to a friend in London, to get it
published.

I have the honour to be,
with much respect,
Gentlemen,
Your mosi obedient humble Servant,
Hexry MEREDITH,
Member of the Council, and Governor
of Winnebah Fort.

e ———

#.* Mr. Meredith’s MS8. being written with
very pale ink, many parts of it required writing
over again, to make it intelligible to the printer.
The gentleman to whom it was sent, has done this
to the best of his ability, and believes he has
preserved the sense, and generally, the words of
the author.

Having resided on the coast of Africa himself
for fourteen years, he has taken the liberty toadd *
@ very few observations in the form of notes, but
not in any way to alter the original work,



THE

GOLD-COAST.

CHAPTER L

SITUATION AND EXTENT OF THE GOLD-COAST.
~==CLIMATE.-—SOIL.-——SEASONS.---WINDS.-=-=
APPEARANCES OF THE COUNTRY.---DISPO-
SITION AND CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES.
=eee ANIMALS.~—-VEGETABLE AND GENERAL
PRODUCTIONS.-—--GOVERNMENT AND LAWS.

TraAT part of the coast of Guinea, known by
the name of the Gold-coast, commences about
twenty leagues westward of Cape Apollonia,
and terminates at Accra. According to the most
modern charts, it lies between four degrees and
_ forty minutes, and five degrees and forty minutes
of North latitude, and from the meridian, to about
three degrees of West longitude: the whole ex-

_tent of it may be computed at about two hundred
and sixty miles,
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Chmate.

From the proximity of the Gold-coast to the
Equinoctial, we might suppose that its climate is
hotter than the parts of Africa sitnated nearer
the Tropies; but this is not the case. It will be
found, that on the Equator, and about five or six
degrees on either side of 1t, arg the most tempe-

.rate parts of Tropical Africa. The Sun has less
power there, than in more northerly or southerly
situations, because he is more obscured through-
out the year. In the month of December, when
the Sun is at his greatest distance from the Tropic
of Cancer, the heat at Senegal was found to be
ninety-three degrees, and at Sierra-Leone ninety-
eight degrees in the shade, measured by Fahren-
heit’s thermometer; and Senegal is laid down in
about sixteen degrees, and Sierra-Leone is about
eight degrees of North latitude. At Cape-Coast
Castle, which is situated in about five degrees of
North latitude, the thermometer has been known,
at one period, as high as ninety-three degrees;
but the usual degrees of heat, observed in the
hottest months, were from eighty-five to ninety
degrees, and Cape-Coast Castle is considered the
hottest situation on the Gold-coast. At Tantom-
querry, Winngbah, and Accra, countries situated

eastward of Cape-Coast, the heat has been yery '

seldom known to excced eighty-seven degrees,
and the quicksilver in Fahrenheit's thermometer

hnhwobnrveduhwummm'
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at Winnebah, in June, July, August, and the
greater part of September; and not higher than
seventy-eight degrees. Hence the latitude of a
place is by no means a true criterion to go by, as
to the heat of its climate. Experience informs
us, that the climates of Tropical countries vary, in
proportion to their natural qualities, and to the
extent cultivation is carried on.  Open countries
of & good soil have a milder climate, than coun-
tries which abonnd with forests and thick under-
woods.” High lands likewise contribute to a
temperatare of air; whereas, low countries, a
light sandy soil, and little wood, add to their na-
tural heat, as they afford but little evaporation,
and the atmospheric air is therefore but seldom
condensed so powerfully, as to produce heavy
dews, to cool the sarface of the earth; and it is
only in the wet season that the inhabitants are re-
lieved from a dry scorching air. To such or
similar causes, may beascribed the excessive heat
of those sandy and almost barren regions, situat-
ed in the porthern parts of Africa.

Soil.

There is a variety of soil to be observed along
the coast, from a light sandy and gravelly kind,
to a fine black mould and loamy clay : as we ad-
vance a little into the country, the soil assumes a
more uniform, and in general a more favourable
appearance ; and if we continue to advance, it



+

will be found rich in the extreme, and in general
fit for every purpose. About the distance of six
or eight miles from the sea, the soil partakes of
such happy variety, that it is capable of every
sort of cultivation. It 15 very remarkable, that
Tropical Africa, on an examination, will be found
to possess the richest soil on the whole continent.
The northern parts of it by no means enjoy ex-
uberant fertility : for, excepting on the banks of
the Nile, Egypt is almost destitute of cultivation ;
and if we were to pass from Tripoli to Morocco,
we should find the soil of that extensive country
as poor as it 18 in Egypt, and, very probably, not
capable of such fertility. The Southern parts of
Africa, particularly about the Cape of Good
Hope, we are informed, consist of bleak and bar-
ren mountains of granite ; and that the impedi-
ments towards cultivation were so great, that no-
thing but cool Dutch perseverance could have
overcome the difficulties which appeared in the
nature of the soil. From this prospect of the ex-
tremities of Africa, a person unacquainted with
the Tropical parts of it, would hesitate not in pro-
nouncing it a sterile, sandy desert, unfit for the
habitation of man.

.

Seasons. *

The seasons on the Gold-coast, ma!'lnm
dered similar to the seasons of every Tropical
country, and may be divided into wet and dry.
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It however has the advantage of two wet sea-
sons in the year: one commences at the end of
May, or early in June; the other at the end of
October, or early in November : indeed, the last
does not deserve the name of a wet season, in
comparison to the very heavy rains which fall in
the former. The first rains set in with a violence
unknown in temperate latitudes, and continue
without intermission, for two or more days. In
the year 1801, rain fell for eight days with very
little remission ‘f its violence. The quantity of
water that falls during the season, is inconceivably
great : low lands are inundated, «ud rapid streams
are formed with amazing celerity. After this
deluge, the atmosphere brightens, and strong
breezes commonly follow, and we do not expect
any heavy rains to succeed. Some showers fall
at the changes of the moon, which produce as
much rain as would be known in England in a
whole day. About the end of July, the rains are
considered to be at an end ; and shortly after, the
foggy season commences; a season, if it may be
so called, that is perfectly unhealthy, and the only
unhealthy time of the yeuar that is known on the
coast. It is, however, necessary to remark, that,
during the rains, much depends on situation ; for
in low, swampy, and woody places, the exhala-
tions from the earth, when the Sun appears with
his full power, are not quickly dissipated, and bad
air will be generated, The strong breezes that
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commonly blow during the rains, with a clondy
sky, which obstracts the Sun's rays, enables the
inhabitants of this country to breathe tolerably
pure air, in open and elevated situations, and pre-
pares them to encounter an npproaching season,
highly pernicious to the animal functions. When
this season of foggy vapour commences, (and
which coutinues for two or three weeks,) it is o
sure indieation that the rains are over: during its
continuance, the atmosphere is thick and heavy,
or (to speak more correctly, perlaps), the air is
light, so much so, that the clouds descend very
low, the sea-brecaes do mot blow with their ac-
customed violence, and the land-winds are almost
imperceptible.  Asthmatic persons, and those
whose lungs are at all diseased, feel the effects of
this season considerably *.  About the month of
October, another rainy season prevails, but by no
means so violent as the first rains. They do not
prevail in that continued manner, and are not swe=
ceeded by mists or foggy weather. The dry
season is considered to set-in in November, and
to continue for the remainder of the year; a
change however intervenes, which has a greater
connexion with winds, than seasons ; and will be

considered under that head. &N
:.l.l (N
."_".'.
. * The foggy scason is censidered over about the 10th of
August, SRPTRY M




7
Winds.

The winds on the Gold-coast are as regular,
and as mild, as in any part of the globe; the
land-winds, which blow from the North and
N. N. W., and the sea-breeze, which blows from
the 8. W. and W. 8. W., prevail, with very little
interruption, throngliout the year. The sea-breeze
commenees about nine or ten in the forenoon, nnd
declines at six in the evening; it ceases about
eight or ten, and is succeeded by the land-wind,
which blows until six or eight in the morning.
The sea-breeze is stronger than the land-wind,
and at the full and change of the moon, it gene-
rally blows with considerable force. As the Sun
increases his altitude, this wind gains strength ;
and declines gradually as the Sun inclines to-
wards the horizon : it is very refreshing, and is
considered salubrious. Of the salubrity of the
land-wind, much depends on the state of the
country over which it blows : it is obvious, that if
it blows over low uncultivated grounds, over
marshes and swamps, it will acquire bad quali-
ties; but if the country be tolerubly clear, and
in a state of cultivation, it will collect little or no
bad air in iis progress. In the dry season the
coast is visited by two remarkable winds, called
Tornadoes and Harmattans: the latter is the
most extraordinary, and deserves a previous de-
seription,

A Harmatian is so gully deseribed by Mr.
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Norris, a gentleman who had frequent opportuni-
ties of observing its singular properties and ef-
fects, that it would not be acknowledging the
merit due to him for his accurate description,
were it not given in his own words, '

“ On that part of the coast of Africa,” says
he, “ which lies between Cape Verd and Cape
Lopez, an easterly wind prevails in the months of
December, January, and Febroary, which, by
the Fantees, a nation on the Gold-coast, is called
a Harmattan *. Cape Verd is in fifteen degrees
of North latitude, and Cape Lopez in one degree
South latitude ; and the coast between the two
capes runs in an oblique direction, nearly from
W. 5. W. to E.S. E., forming a range of up-
wards of two thousand one hundred miles. At
the Isles de Los, which are a little to the north-
ward of Sierra Leone, and to the southward of
Cape Verd, it blows from E. S. E. on the Gold-
coast from the N. E. ; and at Cape Lopez and the
niver Gaboan, from the N. N. E. This wind is,
by the French and Portuguese who frequent the
Gold-coast, called simply the North-east wind; the
quarter from which it blows. The English, who
gometimes burrow words and phrases from the

N s 2hatd

* The Fantees pronounce it Harmanta; and

loss to state us satisfactory a meaning of

would wish : they call it a alddq-ﬂi Mwﬁ
doubts whether this is its true signification, .-
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Fantee language, adopt the Fantee word Har-
manta. The Harmattan comes on indiscrimi-
nately at any hour of the day, at any time of the
tide, or at any period of the moon ; and continues
sometimes only a day or two, sometimes five or
six days, and has been known to last fifteen or
sixteen. There are generally three or four
returns of it every season: it blows with a mo-
derate force, not so strongly as the sea-breeze, hut
somewhat more so than the land-wind. A fog or
haze is one of the peculiarities which always ac-
company a Harmattan ; the gloom occasioned
by this wind, is so great, as sometimes to render
even near objects obscure. The English fort at
Whydah, stands about thé midway between the
French and Portuguese forts, and not quite a
quarter of a mile from either; yet, very often,
neither of the other forts can thence be discover-
ed. The Sun, concealed the greatest part of the
day, appears only a few hours about noon, and
then of a mild red, exciting no painful sensation
in the eye. Extreme dryness makes another ex-
traordinary property of the Harmattan: no dew
falls during the continuance of this wind ; nor is
there the least appearance of moisture in the at-
mosphere ; vegetables of every kind are very
much injured ; all tender plants, and most of the
productions of the garden are destroyed; the
grass withers, and becomes dry like hay ; the vi-
gorous ever-greens, likewise, feel its pernicious
c
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influence ; the branches of the lemon, orange,
and lime-trees, droop ; the leaves become fluceid,
wither, and, if the Harmattan continue to blow
for ten or twelve days, are so parched, as to be
easily rubbed to dust between the fingers. The
fruit of these trees, deprived of its nourishment,
and stinted in its growth, only appears to ripen,
for it becomes yellow and dry, without acquiring
half the usual size. The natives take this oppor-
tunity, of the extreme dryness of the grass and
young trees, to set fire to them, especiully near
their roads; mot only to keep the road open to
travellers, but to destroy the shelter which long
grass and thickets of young trees would afford to
skulking parties of their encmies. A fire, then
lighted, flies with such rapidity as to endanger
those who travel : in that situation, a common
method of escape is, on discovering a fire to
windward, to set the grass on fire to leeward, and
then follow your own fice. The parching effucts
of this wind are likewise evident on the external
parts of the body. The eyes, nostrils, lips, and
. palate, are rendered dry and nneasy ; and drink

is often required, not so much to quench thirst, as
to remove a painful arvidity in the fauces : the lips
and nose become sore, and even chapped, and al-
though the air be cool, yet there is a troublesome
sensation of prickly heat on the skin. I the
searf skin peels off, first from the Bands apd face,
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and afterwards from the other parts of the hody,
if it continue a day or two longer®. Salubrity
forms a third peculiarity of the Harmattan.
Though this wind is so prejudicial to vegetable
life, and occasions such a disagreeable parching
effect on the human species, yet it is highly con-
ducive to health: those labouring under fluxes
and intermitting fevers, generally recover in a
Harmattan ; those weakened by fevers, and sink-
ing under evacuations for the cure of them, (par-
ticularly bleeding, which is often injudicionsly
repeated, ) have their lives saved, and vi'gour re-
stored in spite of the doctor. It stops the pro-
gress of epidemics; the small-pox, remitting fe-
vers, c. not only disappear, but those labouring
under such diseases, when a Harmattan comes
on, are almost certain of a speedy recovery. In-
fection appears then not easily communicable
even by art.

" “ In the year 1770, there were, on-hoard the
Unity, at Whydah, three hundred slaves; the
small-pox broke out among them ; and it was de-
termined to inoculate. Those who were inocu-

* o a European it gives the sensation of a very slight
frost. The air is probably filled with minute particles of
sand, such baving been collected in the suils of a ship running
wmﬂ in a Harmattan. It appears to be the same

d @5 is called in Egypt, the Sammel, or dry wind, and in

c2

o
L §
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lated before the Harmaltan came on, got very
well through the disease. About seventy were
inoculated a day or two after the Harmattan set
mn; but no one of them had either sickness or
eruption. It was imagined, the infection was ef-
fectually dispersed, and the ship clear of the dis-
ease; but ina very few weeks, it began to appear
among those seventy: about fifty of them were
inoculated the second time; the others had the
disease in the natural way : a Harmattan came
on, and they all recovered, excepting one girl,
who had an ugly ulcer in the inoculated part, and
died some time afterwards, of a locked-jaw.”

Doctor Lind, in his excellent “ Treatise on
Diseases incidental to Europeans in Hot Cli-
mates,” speaks differently as to the salubrity of a
Harmattan, He calls it a malignant and fatal
wind. Very probably the Doctor's knowledge
of it was derived from persons who were not long
enongh in the country to form a true judgment of
its effects, as he had drawn his observations from
the effects it might have produced in situations
contiguous to deserts, swamps, and woods. To
give every merit to such a respectable authority,
T will suppose, that the salubrious effects of a
Harmattan will vary in proportion to the nature
of the country over which it blows.

Mr. Norris deduced his observations of its sa-
lubrity at Whydah ; a country perfectly open and
clear, and, excepting a few rivers near the sea, it
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is covered, for a great extent inland, with ver-
dure, open plains of grass beautifully decorated
with clumps of trees, and some woods of no con-
siderable extent: as to the soil, the surface is
sandy, and below that, a rich clay of a reddish
colour. We cannot expect, that a wind blowing
over a country like this, will abound with much
noxious matter. On the Gold-coast, a Harmat-
tan does not produce any fatal effects, althoughit
blows over a country, in some places widely dif-
ferent from that of Whydah. At Cape-Coast,
which lies in the vicinity of hills and woods, no
ill effect has been known to accompany this wind;
on the contrary. the writer has known a sailor, in
the worst stage of dysentery, to recover very ra-
pidly, during the continuance of a Harmattan.
The officers and gentlemen of the garrison have
borne evident appearance of health and vigour
during a Harmattan. I must therefore candidly
pronounce this wind as salubrious: the effect it
has on farniture that is not solid, is very extraor-
dinary ; it exposes the deceptions of the cabinet-
maker in a most singular manner ; it contracts
the flooring of chambers so much, that light is
admitted ; and whatever is said above or beneath,
may be understood. The process of evaporation
during this wind, proceeds with astonishing rapi-
dity; and from its constringing powers, we may
reasonably admit that it contracts the fibres of the
human body, consequently promotes vigour, and
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o full exercise of the animal functions. The efe
fect it produces on metallic substances, in course;,
i« not so visible, as on bodies less durable ; but.
that they do undergo some change, is by no means
improbable ; and the philosophic mind would,
doubtless be able to trace extraordinary properties
n this way.

Tornadoes wmost commonly commence
March, and cease when the rains set in.  They
sometimes blow before or after the second rains,
and sometimes precede a Harmattan; they, how-
ever, blow with greater violence before the first
rains. Tornadoes invariably blow from the east-
ward, that is, from the 8. E. to the N. E.: when
they incline to the southward of 8. E. they have
more the appearance of steady gales of wind
than Tornadoes.  Tornado is a corraption of the
Portuguese word trevado, a thunder-storm*. It
may be expected a day or two subsequent to the
full and change of the moon, and gives sofficient
notice of its approach, so that ships at sea and at
anchor, have time to prepare for their safety.
When vivid and successive flashes of lightning
are seen in the Eastern quarter, not many degrees
above the horizon, attended with thunder and
heavy clouds, and the horizon appears clear and
of a blueish cast, all these are tolerable (if not

1 N
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certain) indications of an approaching Tornado.
As the storm approaches, the horizon becomes
darkened, and in a short time the Eastern hem-
gphere becomes entively so: the lightning ad-
vanees in vivid flashes, and in quick succession,
attended by slow and apparently distant thunder.
The scene now assumes, every moment, a more
awful and terrific appearance, and a solemn si-
lence appenrs to pervade the whele face of nature:
althongh it is ealm, vet the heavens exhibit a de-
gree of commotion truly surprizing : the feather-
ed tribe flee with the utmost solicitude to a place
of shelter and security, and, notwithstanding: this
precantion, they are sometimes overtaken by the
storm, and exposed to its rigour and violence —A
gentle air is first perceived, which mereases al-
most instantaneously to violent gusts of wind,
which are usnally aceompanied with rain, and
which do not continue longer, in general, than
half an hour, or fifty minutes : the more souther-
ly the wind is, the longer is its continuance.
. When the violence of the wind is over, rain falls
with great rapidity, and in a short time a very
considerable quantity of water descends. The
lightning and thunder which, it would appear,
yielded ‘to the violence of the wind, again com-
mence ; but it is only those who are aequainted
with these storms, or similar ones in Tropical
countries, that can have a perfect idea of the en-
lightened state of the heavens, and the tremendous

ARt A D e s
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peals of thunder which roar in every direction,
On the whole, words cannot adequately deseribe
the awful sublimity of this scene. Rain continues
to fall for two or more hours; after which, the
hemisphere brightens, but the sun continues ob-
scured for the remainder of the day. It is re-
marked on the Gold-coast, that the violence of
Tornadoes is generally in proportion to the
strength of the sea-breeze : that is, if the 8. W,
or W.S. W, wind blow for two or three succes-
sive days, more strongly than usual, and that a
Tornado is expected, it will blow with more vio-
lence than ordinary. As Tornadoes blow only
for a short space of time, and are attended with
rain; we hence perceive the reason of their not
injuring houses or plantations; and, in a compa-
rative sense, they are mild winds, when we con-
sider the violence of a West-India hurricane, and
of those storms which prevail in the Eastern
hemisphere, known by the name of T'yphons. If
Europeans be not long exposed to Tornadoes; if
they use the precaution of heavy clothing ; and
if their wet clothing be changed as quickly as
possible, and moderate friction used all over the
body; no ill eficts will probably follow, from the
sudden change that is produced in the tempera-
ture of the air; (the thermometer suffering a de-
pression of five or more degrees in a very little
time.) Persons who have been some time in the
country, feel more invigorated; the mind is re-
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lieved from a degree of languor and imbecility,
which a long residence in these climates and an
excess of heat tend to create. These winds, and
the periodical rains, are a manifest proof of the
great care and attention divected by Provi-
DENCE towards the inhabitants of these hot re-
gions : for, as the Sun directs his course towards
the North, in April, May, and June, they would
be oppressed with such a degree of heat as would
be insupportable; vegetation would be destroyed,
and Tropical Africa would be a scorching desert,
unfit for the habitation of man. But, on the con-
trary, the heavy rains which accompany and sue-
ceed a Tornado, refresh the earth, quicken vege- °
tation, and cool the air to such a degree, that the
natives endure the meridional heat of those
months without inconvenience ; and in July and
August, when the natives of the Southern parts of
Europe are exposed to an oppressive heat, the
natives and residents here, enjoy a moderate and
agreeable temperature of air, and vegetation pro-
ceeds with such rapidity, that the country, espe-
cially inland, exhibits a degree of fertility incon-
ceivable to those who are strangers to Tropical
countries.

Appearance of the Country.
~ The general appearance of this country from

the sea, may be compared to an immense forest :
high lands are seen in different directions, crown-

ed with lofty trees aud thick underwoods. On a
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nearer prospect, and on a striet examination of the
country, the valleys are in many places richly
planted, and extensive plains are seen, beautifully
studded, and decorated with elumps of trees and
hush.  As we advance into the country, where
there is more moisture throughout the year, than
an the const, and where the fertility of the seil
brings forth the most vigorous vegetation, the
woods are so stopped up with its loxuriance, as to
be almost impenetrable ; and the surface of the
ground is hid under a covering of shrubs, weeds,
and various herbs. The rivers, which are not di-
rected by the hand of art to run in a regnlar
channel, are seen winding m different directions,
and taking those courses which the nature of the
country points out or admitsof : in some places
they overflow their banks in the wet season, and
form stagnate ponds; whereas, in other places,
they run in a rapid manner.

Dispositions of the Natives.

Mo speak generally of the duputmdth
natives of the Gold-coast, it is presumed, will be
giving an outline of the dispositions of all the in-
habitants of Tropical Africa. Allowance bemng
made for the form of government they live under,
and for their employments, I may venture to as-
sert, that there is no part of the globe, whete the
influence of variety of government is more dis-
tinctly perceived than in this country. “Those
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who ‘are governed by an arbitrary or despotic
power, are reserved and cautious in their man-
ner and proceedings; they are fearful of com-
municating their thoughts to each other; their
passions seldom get to that state of maturity, as
to oppose restraint ; the‘_\r are humble, submissive,
and respectful: whereas those, whose government
encourages more freedom, or where it is lodged in
the hands of the community, are under little
constraint, and every kind of licentionsness is
duily practised ; they are strangers to all moral
obligations, and the ties of affection are very
loosely united. In general, they have a great desire
for gain, and will undergo many vicissitudes and
hardships to obtain it ; patient under misfortunes,
and meeting affliction with tolerable fortitude.
Frugality and temperance in eating prevail among
them in @ rigid manner. They have a great turn
for oratory; and on occasions, where they are
obliged to display their eloquence to the utmost
extent, their expressions are accompanied with
much feeling and energy. They are disposed to
singing, daneing, and music; and appear to have
a strong idea of the harmony of sound. The
women are very indusirions and remarkably
prolific.

Thus far I have ventured to lay down the dis-
positions of the natives”of the inland parts of
Africa ; which I do not consider as perfectly ac-
curate, although it may be found nearly so: for it
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is difficult to procure satisfactory information
concerning the inhabitants of a country so little
known as inland Africa. To form an opinion of
them, agreeably to those who inhabit the sea-
coast, and mear it, will be perhaps establishing a
judgment full of errors, and by no means conclu-
sive. Asto their character, it will naturally lead
us to form the following general definitions.

Their general and distinct Character.

The passions of men are more violent in hot
than in cold countries, but more easily subdued.
An African 1s soon excited ta an enterprise ; but
he is soon discouraged. He is quickly inflamed
with revenge, but soon cooled. He is more sus-

& picious, more deceitful, and employs more strata-
gem than a person under the influence of a cold
climate ; because the effect of a hot climate is re-
laxation, and consequently, the strength and elas-
ticity of the fibres are impaired ; which produces
less confidence, less energy, less vigour, and less
\bravery, than is to be observed among the natives
of cold climates, who are influenced by opposite
qualities, and in course have a greater confidence
in their natural powers. Notwithstanding some
years' acquaintance with the natives of the Gold-
coast, T find it no easy matter to lay down their
true character : for they appear to us in a variety
of forms, according to the nature of our inter-
course with them, and to their employment.

T SN e g S TS R —
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Those persons who are indifferent to exceed a
further intimacy with Europeans, than an inter-
change of commodities will admit of, are to be
viewed in the true light of peddling traders.
When there is a prospect of a good bargain to be
obtained, every species of low cunning and mer-
cenary artifice is practised to acquire it. They
accommodate themselves with much ingennity
and facility, to our humours and fancies; every
attitude, every expression, is carefully recom-
mended by flexibility and supplication ; yet they

. artfully avoid too great a desire of obtaining what

wounld turn out profitable or advantageous to
them: and when they know that their wishes are
not te be gratified as easily as was expected, dis-
appointment is carefully concealed, and a seem=
ing indifference is preserved in their behaviour.
In observing a native of the Gold-coast, through-
out this scene, we see him place every confidence
in his rational faculties: he contracts a bargain
with keenmess; he is not precipitate in making
an exchange, without being pretty well assured of
the advantages that will arise from it: be con-
ducts himself with ease and address, and, on the
whole, manages himself in 2 manner that betokens
a perfect knowledge of what he is about. = This
will be found a pretty correct delineation of the
character of those men, who exchange their ar-
ticles with Europeans; and they may be justly
pronounced, as possessing all the chicanery inse-
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parable from their cll.lmg. and are not rﬁﬂy
outwitted.

Those who gain a livelihood by fishing, are a
laborious people; and our knowledge of them ex-
tends a little further than of the trader, because
they are employed frequently by us, as canoe-men
and labourers. Their employment is profitable ;
for fish is readily purchased by the people inland,
and on the coast. Their nets, which are large
and heavily armed with lead *, are thrown by
them with much dexterity and ease.  'When these
men are employed by us, as canoe-men, they per-
form their duty with cheerfulness ; and if encou-
raged, will go through a vast deal of labour: but
they must be treated with exactness and pubetua-
lity. When they call for any customary allow-
ance, or for payment, they do not Tike to be put
off; they expect that their lubour should meet
with its instant reward. If (hey be not punetu-
ally attended to, they become neglectful and imat-
tentive to the interest of their employer. They
dre much addicted to that vice (theft) which pre-
vails in almost every part of the world, and, in-
deed, are very expert in the practice of it, pu‘f'llr-

4 "“i"
* The nets used in their canoes m-w%
nel, thrown by ooe man, but spread properly by the assist-
nnot two others, in a very dextrous and peculiar manuer :
& sre s hebech, U3 e U SV 5

milar to ours, and in the
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cularly as to small articles, which they can easily
conceal. .
Men who follow an agrieultural life, and who
chiefly inhabit the inland parts, will be found more
uniform in their conduct than the traders or
fishermen. To consider them in a general view,
and by making allowances for the failings attach-
ed to the uncivilized part of mankind, they may
be eonsidered a well-meaning set of men. They
are divested of that low cunning and deceitful
artifice known and practised by those who gain a
livelihood by a miore intimate connection with
Europeans. They possess no small share of ho-
nesty, sincerity, and benevolence ; and are stran-
gers to the corrupt and licentions conduct plainly
to be seen among the inhabitants of the water-
| side, particularly among the Fanteces, a people

who bear the most unfavourable characters of any
. of the inhabitants of the Gold-coast. The na-
tives of the sea-coast, from a more immediate
connection with Europeans, we should suppose,
are more inclined to industry than those inland ;
but it will be found that real industry prevails
more uniformly inland, and viee is less encoura-

ged.  Every person on the coast appears very di-
ligent in acquiring the profits of his occupation ;
but profligacy, drunkenness, and debauchery are
practised to a pernicious extent. For the pre-
sent, T will close this description of the disposis
tion and character of the natives of the Gold-
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coast :—when the different countries and states,
which come within the limits of this enquiry, are
laid down, they will undergo a more particalar
scrutiny,

Animals.

The animals of the Gold-coast are very nume-
rous. Thosein a wild state, consist of Buffaloes,
Tiger-cats, Leopards, Hyenas, Jackalls, Porcu-
pines, the Ant-Bear, a variety of Deer, Hares,
Monkeys, Squirrels, the Musk-cat, Crocodiles or
Alligators, Lizards, Land-crabs, Goanas, Cha-
meleons, Scorpions, Centipedes, and a variety of
Snakes. Of domestic animals we may number
Sheep, Goats, Hogs, Dogs, Cats, Ducks, Tur-
keys, and common Fowls. There are some
horned cattle in parts of the coast; and of the
feathered tribe (in a wild state) there are great

numbers, and apparently a boundless variety.
" The smaller sort are remarkable for the beauty of
their plumage. As almost every town and vil-
lage on the coast have their fishermen, there is
abundance of excellent fish in the dry season;
during the rainy season there is a scareity : for the
surf is, in general, so violent, that the fishermen
cannot go abroad without danger : add to which,
the sea is turbid and much agitated in that season.
The lakes and rivers abound with Mullet and
other delicate fish. Oysters and Prawns are like~
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wise plentiful, in some: places; and Turtle are
often canght.

Vegetable and general Productions.

The vegetable productions of the coast consist
of Maize, Millet, some Rice, Yams, Casada,
Potatoes, Pulse, Plantains, Bananas, Guavas,
Chillees of all kinds, and other Tropical fruits. A

/ mucilaginous vegetable is plentiful in the country,
and much used by the natives in their soups, &e.
called by the Fantees, Encrumah; the same is
known in the West Indies by the name of Ockra ;
and it is ealled by botanists Heluscus Esculentus.
Another fruit of a mucilaginous nature, and like-
wise much used, is called Enteraba: there is a
variety of it; some of the shape, and as large as
the largest sized onion ; it grows something like
the Egg-plant. This fruit and the Encrumah
are highly nutritions. European Cabbage and
Eschallots ave cultivated with much attention in
some places. The Sugar-cane grows spontane-
ously, and to a tolerable size; and the Black-
pepper has been discovered inland.  The Indigo-
plant is common to many parts of the coast, and
the Cotton-shrub may be seen in a wild unculti-
vated state, The Silk-cotton is found in every

/ partof the coast: the tree is the most remarkable
in the country, and from it canoes are made. It
grows to a majestic size; the branches project

\f D
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some distance from the trunk, and they form with
it, as it were, right angles.

The country yields a variety of excellent timber;
some of it caleulated for ship-building and other
important purposes. The Palm-tree is very profit-
able to the natives ; the trunk produces an agree-
able and intoxicating liquid, ecalled Palm-wine.
The fruit yields an ol of great delicacy,
which is generally used in all their dishes. Of
the leaf they make rope and thread, which they
convert to fishing-lines, nets, &c.; a finer thread
is procured from the filaments of the leaf of the
wild Aloé and Pine-apple.

Excepting Gold, we know nothing of the me-
tallic and mineral productions of the country.
That it abounds with other metals, we. have no
doubt : but the natives are unacquainted with the
method of seeking for them. If they were to
make any valuable discovery, they are deprived
of the means, and ignorant of the method of
making them useful. Gold being sought after,
and bought with such avidity by Europeans,
makes the natives inattentive fo search for other
mineral productions. Veins of Marble may be
seen at Winnebah and other places.

: Government. !

The government along the coast partakes of
various forms. At Apollonia it is monarchical
and absolute. In the Ahanta country it is a
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kind of aristocracy. In the Fantee country, and
as far as Acera, it is composed of astrange num-
ber of forms ; in some places it is vested i parti-
cular persons, and in other places lodged in the
‘handsof the commumity. Iu the Fantee conntry
they very often change their forms of govern-
ment on certain oceasions, and unite, for their ge-
neral safety, under particular persons, to whom
implicit obedience must be paid. When the
cause of this union is annulled, they recede into
their accustomed form of government.

Laws.

The laws of the Gold-coast are particularly
strict. At Apollonia, where the whole anthority
is vested in the king, there are no subordinate
tribunals: his power is absolute. In other
states, the laws differ according to the nature of
the government. During the slave-trade, they all
agreed in their ultimate tendency, that of slavery :
for a trifling offence a man lost his liberty, if he
were incapable of paying a sum adequate to the
njury *. .

* Among people greedy after gain, it is not surprizing,
_ that when the slave-trade gave thew the opportunity, they
should commute all their former punishments into slavery,
as they as effectually rid the country of the offenders, as if
they put them to death,
D2
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The laws of Apollonia require, sometimes, a
/ more severe atonemient than that of slavery ; for
here every man, excepting the heir-apparent, is
at the mercy and disposal of his sovereign. In
other particular districts, the severity of the law
15 mitigated, in some cases: but this is confined
to its own inhabitants. ‘In the Fantee country,
the laws in general are more rigorous than in any
other part of the coast; inasmuch, as a very tri-
fling and accidental act will be examined with
as much severity, as if a matter of consequence, or
done by design. Murder may be commuted for
seven slaves, or their value, besides the customary
rites of burial. Butif the person murdered should
have been of consequence, the lex tallionis is re-
sorted to, which causes much effusion of blood
before satisfaction is acknowledged. If a person
be found in the act of committing the most tri-
fling theft, he forfeits his freedom: if the ar-
ticle stolen were of value, the family becomes
involved. If a man, by accident or design, kills
a hen, goat, or hog, or any other animal, he
loses his liberty, unless he plies the injured party
with presents ; which, if received, even the most.
trifling, take off the severity of the punishment.
The law against witcheraft is particularly se-
vere, inasmuch as it generally extends to all
under the same roof ; as it is supposed they pos-
sessed sowe portion of the malign influence.
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&ince the abolition of the slave-trade, we have
heard of no conviction of this sort ; and we may
suppose that the severity of the laws, as they re-
gard trifling and imaginary offences, will be mi-
tigated, if not absolutely altered, in consequence
of that humane act.

e

CHAPTER II
CUSTOMS.~~--—POLY GAMY .- RELIGION .-~
FETISH.---GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.---POR-
TUGUESE. ---—-SALUBRITY, NECESSARY
CAUTIONS FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
HEALTH.--—-FUMIGATIONS, -==—-FILTRATION
OF WATER.

Customs. .
THE customs of the Gold-coast are numerous ;
some of them abound with absurdity. The vile
practice of Panyaring, a custom attended with
the most pernicious consequences, but confined
chiefly to the Fantee country, deserves particular
notice. If a person became involved in debt,
and was, either from the want of ability, or from
whatever motive, dilatory in the discharge of it,
the creditor was at liberty to seize and confine, or,
according to their phrase, * panyar,”” any person
or persons belonging to the said family, or even to
the same country, state, or town, with the debtor ;
and if opportunity offered, they were sold, without
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J delay or ceremony. This destructive practice
was carried to such an extent during the slave-
trade, that many innocent persons were sold:
For, besides, the customary mode of proceeding
in such cases often offered a plavsibility or pre-
text for imaginary debts being contracted, and
offences committed. No man had a lawful right
to question the justice of the seizure; and every
needy person, for the promise of a reward, or a
portion of the spoil, might seize and sell without
restraint; and very frequently the person, at whose
suit panyaring commenced, wounld .retaliate;
which never fails to extend it to a runons issue *.

A practice is rigidly observed every year, and
happens in August, Tt has some similitude to the
custom followed up by the husbandmen, when
the labour of getting in the harvest is at an end.
It is a season of mirth and joyous festivity ; it
continues for six or eight days, and a cessation
from labour is observed during that period.

Antecedent to this festival, when yams are
fully grown, they celebrate the occasion by feast-
ing and rejoicing.

In general, the natives are particularly, and in
some places they are especially interdicted from
eating yams, until they arrive at full maturity,

* Panyaring is rather a law than a custom; and though
sometimes prostituted to bad purposes, is frequently the only
way to recover a just debt: if done improperly, it would
probably be the ruin of any one practising it.
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which is a most prudent caution, for yams, before
they are perfectly ripe, are unwholesome, and
even dangerous to be eaten.

On the death of any person, it is an invariable
enstom to solemnize the event, by a conjunction
of condoling and carousing. If the person be of
consequence, this custom is observed very extra-
vagantly. For, not only every branch of the fa-

/ mily contribute, but the friends of the dead come

forward with something emblematic of the regard
they had for the deceased, or respect for the fami-
ly. Cloth, spirits, and gunpowder, are generally
lavished on these occasions; and until the body
is deposited in the ground, it is a continual scene
of dancing, singing (or rather shouting), firing
volleys of guns, and, at intervals, lamentable ex- -
clamations, that do not betoken much real an-
guish or sorrow. It is necessary to remark, that
all this is a customary action that must be follow-
ed, and the actors are principally persons employ-
ed for the occasion, who have no inward feelings
of grief, excepting what sympathy will create.
After the interment, and when calmness, we
may say, is restored, we then behold real sorrow
and affliction, and the habitation of the departed
may be appropriately termed the house of mourn-
ing.

There is great attention shewn in this country to
the dead, and in proportion to rank, family, or the
situation the person was in.  The body is exposed
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to public view, decorated with the riches and or-
naments of the country, for three or four days,
and sometimes six ; and when buried, gold, valu-
able pieces of cloth, and other articles, are put
into the grave. In some places human sacrifices
take plal:e: and the victnns are selected accord-
ing to the rank and quality of the deceased:

In the year 1800, when a king of Apollonia
died, one or two human beings were sacrificed
every Saturday, until the grand ceremony of
making ecustom took place; which did not hap-
pen till six months after his decease. On that
occasion, upwards of fifty persons were sacrifi-
ced ;_and two of his yonngest wives were put into
the grave, The lid of the coffin was covered
with huthan blood, and gold-dust sprinkled upon
it, and much gold and rich cloths were deposit-
ed in the grave *.

The practice, of depositing riches with the
bodies of persons of consequence, is of very an-
tient origin.

Josephus tells us, that * king David was bu-
ried at Jerusalem, with a soleumity of royal
pomp and magnificence, that was glorions in the
highest degree; and over and aboye the splendoug
of the ceremony, his son Solomon deposited in
his monhnient an inestimable treasure +.” And we

* Much cruelty is practised, both on human beings, and
slso on animals, that are killed op these occasions,
4 Jewish Antiquities, lib. vii. chap. 12,




. 33
are told, that when Alexander the Great had
Cyrus’s tomb opened, there was found therein a
bed of gold, a very rich table, drinking-cups, and
many fine vestments. The Egyptians were ac-
customed to this practice; for in their mummies
were frequently found very precious ornaments *.

There is a rigid observance paid to certain days
of the week, as it regards a cessation from labour.
On Tuesdays the fishermen do not cast their
nets ; Friday is held sacred by some; and men
in easy circumstances observe their birth-day.

Polygamy.
Polygamy exists on every part of the coast.
A man is at liberty to have as many wives as he
can maintain.

% Religion.

When we take a view of veligion in this pmt
of Africa, we shall find it to consist of a mass of
barbarous superstitions, which have been handed
down among thém from time immemorial; and
which they continue to observe, merely on that
account.

Tbey bave some idea of a Supreme Being;
but it 15 so lmperfecl. and confined, that nothing
pleasing or satisfactory can be extracted from it.
They appear to hold the Moon in greater vene-

* Stackhouse's History of the Bible,
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ration than the Sun, for they welcome her ap-
pearance with rejoicing,

Superstition is so firmly planted in this country,
and holds its sovereignty so triamphantly in some
states, that all the calamities that befall them, are
to be aseribed, in a great measure, to the implicit

fidence and obed paid to it. In some
places, no act of any consequence will be
attempted without first consulting the object of
worship, through the m{adium of a set of cheals
and impostors.  Their object of worship, no mat-
ter what it is, goes by the indefinite term, Fetish *,
and those persons Fetish men or women ; for wo-
men are considered as capable of concealing the
mysteries of their superstition, and expounding
the perfections of their Fetish, as the men.
Where monarchy does not exist, and where the
government is lodged in the people, those persons
assume much consequence, and sometimes arro-
gate much authority, and employ certain means,
which generally carry destruction with them, to
:secure and enforce their power. [If any person
offend the Fetish, by either disregard, or by de-
stroying any thing appertaining to it, he is not
safe, unless the injury be fully requited, or the
anger of the Fetish appeased by presents or sa-

* Fetish is derived from the Portuguese word fetischo,
witcheraft. Dalzel’s History of Dahoney.

&
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crifices, in proportion to the offence and the cir-
cumstances of the offender. .
The votaries of the Fetish gain their livelihood
by these sorts of exactions: and woe unto the
person who disputes their power! *

General Observations.

It was considered necessary to lay down this
general view of the Gold-coast, before its different
parts were examined ; that the reader may be
enabled to form some judgment of the country,
before he is carried further; and whatever opi-
nion he may have formed, he would be better
pleased with the Gold-coast, if a ore cormect
knowledge of the country inland conld be ob-
tained : as our knowledge of the sea-coast does
not entitle us to form a solid opinion of the coun-
try at large, either as it regards the improvement
of trade, or cultivation.

* Fetish is a word of great licence, and applied in a great
variety of ways: it frequently means any thing forbidden,
One man refuses to eat a white fowl, another a black one;
saying, ** itis fetish!* There are places into which they
do not wish @ White man to enter ; enquire, Why 1 They
are fetish ! To kill an alligator, or = leopard, is fetish in
some places. If a person be poisoned, or unwell, in a way
they cannot account for; it is fetish! In'lieu of an oath to
prove the truth of any assertion, they take fetish. Fetish is
the Obi of the West Indies ; fetish people the conjurers, the
plysicians, the lawyers, the priests of the country.



36

Every country we hear of in the interior pro-
duces gold ; whereas, on the coast, there is but
little to be obtained in comparison.  All the
ivory exported from this coast, is procured inland ;
and what an extensive and fertile country must it
be, to afford liberty and pasture to such numerons
herds of elephants, which doubtless might be
trained for the same uses and purposes they are ap-
plied to in the East! We have yet reason to think
that the domestic amimals inland, are larger than
on the coast; sheep particularly. The writer
has seen and eaten part of a sheep, bronght from
the kingdom of Eyio, which weighed, upon the
authority of 4 Dutch gentleman, one hundred and
thirty-two pounds, cleared from the offal. He
has likewise seen with the king of Ashantee's
army, sheep of a large size: this proves, that
the pasture inland is more rich than on the sea-
coast.

If the king of Ashantee had not visited this
country, we should have continued ignorlntnf
the advantages that might arise from an inland
trade. The men of consequence with him gave
the most satisiactory accounts of the country;
and the king himself exhibited proofs sufficient
to assure us of the wealth of his kingdom.

The Purtuguese have proved, that it is by no
means impracticable to make advances into the
inland countries. The whole of the kingdom of
Congo is, as it were, in their possession, and they
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have many factories on the coast of Angola.
Their principal settlement is at Loango in An-
gola, and Cape Palmerino, where they have
strong garrisons, and are capable of bringing in-
to the field, for their defence against the natives,
two or three thousand men, tolerably well armed.
Since our knowledge of the coast of Guinea, we
have not attempted to advance our trade into the
heart of it; we have been coutented with a tri-
fling enjoyment of a coast-trade. It cannot be
questioned but that we are as capnbl;.. of advan-
cing our trade into the inland parts of Africa, as
the Portuguese: and how infinitely it would add to
our manufactories, need not be mentioned. Inthe
course of a few years, we should be able to bring
thousands of the natives into the method of chan-
ging their dresses similar to Europeans *.

The natives are in want of many atticles we
can give them, and can tender in exchange what
is considered by us valuable. Excepting the coast
of Guinea, we have shewn a disposition, in all

* Experience of the past, certainly does not warrant this
conclusion. The natives of this coast have bad intercourse
with Europeans about three hundred years, and (with the ex-
ception of & very small number educated in Europe) bave
ldopled none of their customs but smoking and drinking.
Their g, tools, b s , nets, &c. &c, are all
after their old fasbion.
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our foreign possessions and settlements, to im-
prove them, and become acquainted with their
productions : that this country, although so near
home, and so capable of many important advanta-
aes, should remain so long neglected, must create
much surprise in any person who has & know-
ledge of it.

The conntry is not distinguished with Bastern
splendour ; art is scarcely known in it ; and we
have only to view nature, but we see her in all
her variety and elegnnece of dress.

Before 1 close these general observations, I
conceive it expedient to examine the Gold-Coast
as it regards health, and to lay down some rules
and precautions necessary towards its preserva-
tion. And on this head T must observe, that as
to salubrity, this country has its disadvantages,
as in all other Tropical countries: but we shonld
not condemn it as heing so unfriendly to Eu-
ropean constitutions, as it is generally consi
dered.

The coast of Guinea was formerly, and is by
many to this day, accounted the grave of Eu-
ropeans, and very plausibly : for, as Doctor Lind
remarks,—* It was not uncommon, in many
trading factories, to meet with a few Europeans,
pent up in a small spot of low damp ground, so
entirely surrounded with wood, that they conld
scarcely have the benefit of walking a few hun-

5
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dred yards, and where there was not so much as
an avenue cut through any part of the woods
for the admission of wholesome and refreshing
breezes.”

It is a well-known fact, that many Europeans
bad either forgotten or neglected precauntions
necessary to their preservation, and frequently
allowed themselves to fall into excesses which
the strongest constitutions could with difficulty
endure, and by such provoking practices brought
upon the climate a degree of reprobation, which,
with all its faults, it really does not deserve.
Indeed, the coast of Guinea has found such a
strong prepossession of opinion in some persons
as to its insalubrity, that I will state one remark-
able instance. In 1807, one of His Majesty's
ships was ordered to the coast of Guinea; which.
caused such a depression of spirits in the captain,
that he acquainted his particular friends he was
bound to a part of the globe, whence he did
not expect to return. He made his will, and
in other respects arranged his affairs. After
touching at Goree and Sierra Leone, the ship
anchored at Cape-Coast. The captain visit-
ed the governor, dined and slept on shore:
on the following day, he complained of being
unwell, went on board, took to his bed, and
resigned himself to that lowness of spirits which
he had given way to on ssiling from England ;
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and m a very few days after, was buried on
shore.

Here is a mclaﬁcbnly instance of the force of

prejudice, and the terror imbibed of a climate of
which nothing of its destructive tendency was
known, but by report, and the influence of dan-
gerous apprehension.  If this unfortunate, and,
doubtless, brave gentleman had been surrounded
by the fury of war, and in the midst of all its
horrors, in all probability his mind would have
supported itself to the last.

Doctor Lind, in his Treatise on Diseases in-
cident to Enropeans in Hot Climates, is of opi-
nion, that if the land in this country was cleared,
it would be as healthy as the island of Barbadoes,
the most salubrious of the YWest-India Islands.
The Doctor says: “1 think it would not admit
of a donbt, that if a tract of land in Guinea
was as well improved as the island of Barbadoes,
and as perfectly free from trees, underwood,
marshes, &e. the air would be rendered equally
healthful there, as m that pleasant West-India
island.

We have pmof sufficient hm to support and
confirm the Doctor’s opinion. At Acera, where
the country is open, and improvements at-
tended to, Europeans do well. Many officers
and gentlemen in the Danish service have resided
years in and about that country, ‘wMGIpe-

vy
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riencing any ill effect from the climmte: one
. gentleman particularly, who lives mostly inland
on his plantation, has been thirty vears in the
country, and enjoys as good health as he could
in Denmark. A gentleman high in the En-
glish service, has been twenty years in the
country, and has undergone the difference of
climate which subordinate offices and change of
situation exposed him to, without any appearance
of injury to his health. I do not hewever at-
tempt to prove by these instances, that the cli-
mate of this country is' friendly to Europeans:
on the contrary, after the rains, the utmost care
15 reqnired, to prevent the ill effects of impure
air through the remainder of the year. In open,
dry, and elevated situations, we breathe tolera-
bly pure air; and the absence of health may be
imputed a good deal to our own conduct. Per-
haps many proofs could be added, tending to
shew the superiority this elimate bears to others
in the same latitude; we will for instance repair
to the coast of Guana, which lies parallel to
the coast of Guinea: here we shall perceive such
a diffevence, as will establish the opinion of su-
perior salubrity in Africa.

From the island of Maraca, which Ties abont
two degrees north of the river Amazon, to the
month of the Oronoko, we see a remarkably
low country, which, divested of its improve-
ments, would present nothing but rivers, swamps,

=
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and impenetrable forests: the most enterprizing
man cannot enter this country, with all its advan-
tages, without feeling apprehension of danger.
Atno time of the year can the European breathe
pure air: for, when there is not rain to cause
noxious exhalations, the various rivers, creecks,
and marshes, will supply the surrounding atmo-
sphere with abundance of gross and pestilential
vapour.

Those who wish to visit the Gold-coast, either
in the service or out of it, ought to be at least
twenty years of age. If younger, there is so
much juvenile gaiety usually retained, that at-
tention to regulate the passions is too often neg-
lected; at, and beyond the age of twenty, we
might naturally expect, that adventurers would
observe some precautions, which are here
so highly necessary; the principal of which
are, to practise moderation, regularity, and tem-
perance; to curb hasty or violent emotions, to
excite the body and mind to activity, and to en-
courage tranquillity and steadiness of mind.
Here great attention is requisite for the regula-
tion of the passions; and it is universally allowed,
that nothing contributes more to the health in
any country, but particularly Tropical climates,
than a due regulation of the affections of the
mind. The animating passions, such as joy,
hope, &c. when kept within proper bounds,
gently excite the nervous influence, promote an
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agreeable circulation, and are lighly conducive
to health; while the distressing affections, such
as fear, grief, and despair, produce the contrary
effect, and lay the foundation of the most formi-
dable diseases.

A person arriving in this country from Eng-
land, undergoes a change of atmospheric heat,
which, upon a medium, I will set down at 25 or
30 degrees. This difference of heat produces,
no doubt, considerable change in his constitution
for although (I will suppose) the temperatare
of the blood does not undergo any alteration
in the shade, yet, on the body being exposed
to a vertical sun, it is hiable to be heated.  'The
lungs are almost immediately affected ; they
become more inflated than ordinary ; the blood
circulates with greater rapidity than usual,
and respiration is quickened ; which produces a
degree of compression of the lungs, and a tem-
porary obstruction of the arterial blood in the
brain, which must affect that delicate organ very
sensibly, and perhaps finally produce that change
termed by the French coup de soleil, and by us a
stroke of the sun.

Hence it behoves every person to avoid, as
much as possible, the meridian sun; the stranger
particularly, who should not be abroad after
eight, or before three o'clock in the afternoon,
until he becomes a little inured to the climate ;
but before and after these hours, he ought to use

B2
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as much exercise as prodence shall dictate.
Where duty or business requires travelling, the
night is most proper for it: but heavy clothing
should be worn, to defend the hody from the
severe dews, which generally fall in this, as well
as all Tropical climates. If travellng by day
be preferred, an umbrella should be used, and a
handkerchief or two placed between the head
and the hat. By attending to this practice, the
temperature of the blood is not very much in-
creased, and perspiration is encouraged ; and
while that continues uninterrupted, no l:atal con-
sequence will ensne.  “ For the power of resist-
ing heat arises from the evaporation, that is con-
stantly going on from the surface of the skin,
and which becomes extremely abundant when
the temperature of the air is much raised.” Tt
should therefore be encouraged, but not to that
degree as to produce weakening effects. In the
event of getting wet, the body should be well
rubbed with coarse cloths, and warm clothing
put on, to restore the body %o its usnal tempera-
ture. It is not uncommon, on such occasions, to
apply spirits to the body, which ought not to be
done, particularly. to the extremities. Spirits
will produce a glowing warmth; but it is only
momentary, for it is evaporated almost as soon
as it is applied, and leaves a coldness behind it,
which will cause very unpleasant consequences,
pasticularly to men of an advanced age.
5
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If a person have been much exposed to rain,
bathing in salt water, or salt added to fresh water,
and used in the same way, will have a good effect :
cold-bathing should be used freely; and we are
surprized that this precaution is so much neglect-
ed: the benefits arising from cold-bathing are
of greater importance than is generally under-
stood in this country. By long residence in hot
climates, the body and mind suffer great changes;
the former becomes much relaxed, and the latter
is deprived of a good deal of its vigour: but by
the use of the cqld-bath, these misfortunes may
be prevented in a great degree. I would recom-
mend, by all means, early rising and early re-
tirement ; that is to say, up at five, and in bed
at nine o'clock.

The practice of relish-eating should be explod-
ed; we consider it a meal by no means necessary.
The use of animal food once a day is quite
sufficient in this climate. The practice of relish-
ing, or having a meal at ten o'clock, arises more
from habit than necessity : for if a person break-
fast at seven, there caunot be any great desire
for food at ten. But those who are in favour of
it may say, that they have no relish for food un-
til ten; but then it should partake more of the
nature of a breakfast, than what is now in gene-
ral use, viz. rich soups, stews, &c.: such highly
seasoned dishes never fail of heating the sto-
mach to that degree, which will cause uncom-
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mon thirst, and a frequent desire for repressing
this sensation, becomes, in course of time, habi-
tnal and unavoidable. 'We would advise walk-
ing abroad until half past seven or eight o'clock,
when, we will presume, an appetite for break-
fast will be created; and by dining at four
o'clock, we think the stomach will be sufficiently
prepared to have a relish for animal food.

By adopting this method, or one similar to it,
the digestive organs will perform their office
with better success, and bilious complaints will
be lessened. In the wet season, apartments
should be kept warm enough to counteract the
damp air, and the body should be preserved in
that state of temperature, by heavy clothing,
as to produce perspiration on using a little exer-
cise. During the foggy season, too much atten-
tion to this rule cannot be practised: the air
during this season is strongly impregnated with
unwholesome vapours, and every art should be
employed to purify it : to effect this, fumigation
should be frequently nsed in erowded and con-
fined apartments: the most simple we will sup-
pose to be vinegar, sulphur, gunpowder, ulll
perhaps tobacco.

At Cape-Coast Castle, where there are many
apartments, and some of them confined, we
would recommend the practice of Doctor Smith’s
method of destroying contagions in crowded
places. It should be used in crowded wang-
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houses, as well as rooms, every week, while this
season of foul vapour continues: the process is
simple, and is as follows; viz. Let one or more
pipkins, or small earthen pots, containing hot
sand, be procured; into each place a small
tea-cup, containing half an ounce of sulphureous
acid, or oil of vitriol: as soon as the acid is well
heated, add an equal quantity of nitre in fine
powder; and the mixture stirred with a glass
rod, or the shank of a tobacco-pipe, much vapour
ascends, which should be conveyed to every part
of the apartment, the doors and windows of
which shonld be closed before the process is be-
gun. This fumigation not only abates the ma-
lignancy of fever and dysentery, but effectually
stops the progress of infection. We strongly
recommend the use of flannél next the skin: it
is recommended by the Faculty, and by others of
knowledge and experience, as a most important
article of dress, especially in hot climates. We
have, however, heard, that the constant use of
flannel next the skin, in this country, promotes
or encourages an eruption, attended with pecu-
liarly uneasy sensation, called the prickly heat :
but we are persuaded, this heat, or eruptidn, is
not brought on by the use of flannel ; nor is it
encouraged by it. This cutaneous disease (if
we may so term it) is generally known at one
particular time of the year. In December and
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January, when the-air is very d.l'j'. and the hd,"
then affected by its parching qualities, and which
require more than ordinarily the application of
flannel, and the use of exercise—likewise, more
regard to temperance in living than usual, with
cooling laxative medicines,

On the subject of Hannel, we will quote the
authority of Count Rumford, who has made
many experiments as to its importance.—*“ It is
well known,” says he, * that woollen clothes,
such as flannel, &ec. worn next the skin, greatly
promote insensible perspiration: may not this
arise principally from the strong attraction which
subsists between wool and the watery vapour
which is continnally issning from the human
body? That it does not depend entirely on the
warmth of that covering, is clear; for the same
degree of warmth produced by wearing more
clothing of a different kind does not produce the
same effect, The perspiration of the human
body being absorbed by a covering of flannely it
is immediately distributed through the whole
thickness of that substance, and by that means
exposed by a very large surface to be carried off
by thé atmosphere : and the loss of this watery
vapour, which the flannel sustains on the one
side by evaporation, being immediately restored
from the other, in consequence of the strong at-
traction ' between the flannel and this vapoury

-
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the pores of the skin are disincumbered, and
they are continually surrounded by a dry and sa-
lubrious atmosphere.”

“ It is a mistaken notion,” says he, * that it
is too warm a clothing for summer: I have worn
it in the hottest climates, and at all seasons of
the year; and never found the least inconvenience
from it: it is the warm-bath of perspiration con-
fined by a linen shirt, wet with sweat; which
renders the summer-heat in Southern climates
insupportable : but flannel promotes perspiration,
and favours its evaporation ; and evaporation, as
is well known, produces positive cold.”

We have already perhaps obtruded on the
province of the physician in making unqualified
remarks, and delivering opinions; but we trust
the Faculty will excuse our intrusion, and im-
pute it not to arrogance, but an anxious desire
to render these observations as useful as we pos-
sibly can to the Service, and our countrymen in
Africa. We will therefore take the liberty of
laying down a very necessary caution. Persons
Just arrived in the country should be sparing in
their diet; and they should refrain from salt
meat as much as possible ; their food should be
such as is easy of digestion ; and vegetables and
acid fruits should be freely used: their drink,
which should likewise be sparing, to consist of

nd water, wine and water, lemonade, &c.
Spirits should be freely diluted with water, and
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acidulated either with lime-juice, or a mineral
acid.

The body should be kept gently open by
cooling physic, such as salts, cream of tartar, or
any other cooling purgative which the surgeon
of the place may advise: a dose may be taken
every week for a couple of months, until the
constitution is a little seasoned to the climate.
The cold-bath should be used every day, either
in the fore or afternoon, and the heat of the sun
should be avoided as much as possible. What
we have said respecting relish-eating should be
particularly attended to by new-comers.

The importance of having a supply of good
water, is of the first consideration in this coun-
try. The tanks of the different forts should be
cleansed and white-washed once a year; and
some lime, or charcoal, thrown into small tanks,
assist in preserving the water pure. Persons who
are constrained to use pond or river water, would
do well in having it boiled before it is put into
the filtering-stone.

‘We will here say a word or two on filtering-
stones, and propose an improvement that will be
found, perhaps, entitled to some attention. Tt
is well known, that the method employed in
cleaning drip-stones in this country, wears them
very much, and, in course of a few years, they
become so porous, that water passes through

-them, deprived only in a small degree of its im-~
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purities—a method suggested itself to the writer,
of repairing this inconvenience.—He procured
a leaden pipe of about three feet and a half long,
and one inch diameter in the bore, and gave it
a curved form; one end of which was six or
eight inches longer than the other, and the dia-
meter of the bore a little increased : some coarse
sand was put into the curved part of the tube,
and a hole made at the extremity of the short
end, throngh which a quill was put. A keg
was procured, and filled with water, and a small
cock affixed to it. The water was allowed to
drip into the longer part of the tube; and, in
passing through the sand, it was clearcd of its
impurities : it was received from the short part of
the tube perfectly clear. And thus filtration is
carried on in a very successful manner. The
tube is generally cleaned once a week, and sup-
plied with fresh sand. A wooden tube, if male
tight, will answer the purpose; and an angular
form will do as well as a curved one.

In whatever manner the foregoing rules
and observations may be considered by the
Faculty ; by persons long resident in the coun-
try, and by those well acquainted with Tropi-
cal countries; it is presumed, that if they
are carefully consulted by the young and
unexperienced, for whose guidance they are
chiefly intended, they will be found useful.
The writer is actuated by motives of public

i,
o
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welfare; and if his wishes to render this country
better adapted to the prosperity of his country=
men be confirmed, he will feel highly gratified.

We have here finished a general account of
the Gold-coast, and shall commence an examina-
tion of those parts contiguous to the English and~
Dutch settlements ; beginning at Apollonia.

CHAPTER III.

APOLLONIA; LAKE, VILLAGE ERECTED IN
1T; CUSTOMS, MANNERS, AND DISPOSITIONS
OF THE APOLLONIANS: HISTORY.—AXIM.
— ANCOBRA Rl\'EﬂR. —-no:.mnu.-—-“ni:‘t-
COVE,-— BOUTRY. —TACCORARY.— SUC-
CONDEE,-——ASHANTA COUNTRY.-—CHA-
MAH.—COMMENDA.—ELMINA.

Apollonia.

THE first fort on the windward part of the
Gold-coast is Apollonia. Tt is about three miles
eastward of .a cape of that name, and is situated
on a spacious plain, at about one hundred yards
from the sea. Abqutlhmemiluhﬁfw‘l v
inland, there is a very fine lake of fresh water,

that forms the boundary of the plain interiorly,
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and may be computed at six miles in circum-
ference. It is" deep, for no bottom was found
about the centre, with a line of thirty fathoms,
There is a variety of fish here; the crocodile, or
alligator, inhabits it; and a large species of
snake has been discovered on its banks.

A small village is erected in this lake; the
houses are formed on wooden piles; they are se-
parated from each other, so that every house is
insulated. The inhabitants form a communica-
tion by means of canoes, which are generally
paddled by women. The original inhabitants of
this village are said fo have been composed of
disaffected and ill-disposed persons, who emi-
grated from their native country Chamah, a small
state some distance eastward of Apollonia, and
where the Dutch have a fort. It is reported, the
king at first refused them cany indulgence, and
desired them to depart from his Kingdom : they
however intreated him with much importu-
nity, and informed him, they were willing to
undergo the meanest office, if he would permit
them to settle in any part of his country. At
length, the king allotted to them a small spot of
ground adjoining to the luke, but told them
they must not build upon .it, but endeavour
to erect houses in the lake, so as to be se-
cluded from his subjects. Necessity thus obliged
them to exert all the ingenuity and art they were
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masters of ; and after much labour, they suceeed-
ed in forming comfortable and secore houses of
wood, chiefly of the bamboo cane. The inha-
bitants of this village are careful in retaining
their primitive language, and have no further in-
tercourse with the Apollonians, than a trifling
trade will admit of ; which only consists of fish
canght in the lake, and for which they get corn
and rice in exchange. Whatever may have been
their character and disposition, they appear to
live peaceably and happy. Their situation is fa-
vourable to tranquillity, as no part of a family
can move abroad without some difficulty ; which
affords no opportunity of using malpractices, and,»
fearful of incurring the displeasure of the
king, they must be strict in their behaviour and
conduct.’ "

The country of Apellonia is for the most part
flat, and abounds with weod and water, but no
considerable river runs through it.

There are many small rivers, which form a
communication in the wet season, and inundate a
considerable part of the country: hence it is fa-
vourable for the production of rice, sugar-cane,
or whatever requires a wet soil. T'he natives cul-
tivate rice, Indian-corn, yams, &c.; and a bul-
bous root called coco, which is of a globular form,
and about the size of a small potatoe, but much
firmer. There is abundance of sugar-cane in the
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country ; and although the cultivation of it is not
much attended to, it grows to a good size. The
cocoa-nut tree is very plentiful near the sea; bes
sides which, there are four kinds of palm-tree to
be found in the country ; the high and low palm,
the date-tree, and the fan-leafed palm. The high
palm tree grows to the height of sixty, eighty,
and an hundred feet; and from it is procured an
intoxicating liquid, that bears the name of palm-
wine: it is got by simiply making a hole at the
top of the tree; in which hole they insert a reed,
and in a short time the liquid flows through it,
and is received into an earthen pot, secured for
that purpose. The low palm yields a liguid like-
wise ; but the tree is destroyed to obtain it. They
remove the earth from the roots of the tree, and
bring it to the ground ; a fire is then made about
the centre of the trunk, and when they conceive
the heat has liquified the substance within it, they
cut an oblong piece out of the top, to give it vent,
and also bore a hole, and the liquor drops gradu-
ally through it. The wine obtained from this
tree is more agreeable, and less intoxicating than
the high-tree wine. It very seldom can be tasted
in 1ts natural state, unless at the tree; for as it is
procured only in small quantities, the natives
adulterate it pretty freely. If this liquid be tast-
ed in its pure and original state, it will be found
very agreeable, imparting a richness and delicacy
of taste to the palate, scarcely to be excelled by

-
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any artificial liquid whatever*. To climb the
high palm-irees, which have no branches but at
their top, and the straight and slender stems of
which cannot support a ladder, requires some
agility. The natives use a sort of girth, which
they pass round the tree, and on which they seat
themselves; then, with the assistance of their
feet, and holding a rope that is fastened to the
girth in both hands, they force the girth sudden-
ly upwards, so as to catch the rugged protube-
rances with which the stem is studded : by means
of these successive springs, the people here reach
the top of the palm and cocon-nut tree; where,
still sitting, they work at their ease either in pro-
curing the palm-wine, or gathering the cocoa-
nuts: they afterwards descend in the same man-
ner. The wine is not the only produce of the
palm-tree; by beating the leaves, filaments are
obtained, from which they make ropes. They
are fond of the fruit of the date-tree, which is
smaller than the Egyptian date, and is in fact the
wild date. It grows abundantly in low moist
sitnations, and is generally found near stagnant
pools. 'The fan-leafed palm is likewise found in
moist situations: it bears a fruit that gmhhq'

—
* Palm-wine will not keep more than a few hours: it is
drunk in a state of effervescence, The sap of newly fallen
mﬂﬂmmﬁmﬁm.ﬁuq
applied to force out the last remaining
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unetuous substance of a strong fragrant smell : it
is not known whether they make use of the fruit;
of the stem they make drums. This species of
~ palm grows to the height of forty or fifty feet,
and about five feet in circumference ; the leaves
which project from the summit, in shape some-
thing like a fan, give it a pretty appearance.
There is a variety of excellent timber in the
country, capable of being converted to very use-
fal purposes. The soil of Apollonia is generally
good ; the surface of the low land is chiefly light
and sandy for about four or five inches, beneath
which it is rich clay; excepting near the Cape,
there is scarcely a stone to be seen in the whole
comntry. | Among the wild animals, the ele
phant is sometimes seen in this country, There
are numbers of monkeys about the lake, and a
great variety of birds. Of the domestic animals,
the king has a few horned cattle and some good
sheep ; but the chief stock of the middling class
is poultry.
The sea breaks with mch violence along the
coast of Apollonia, that it cannot be approached
without the utmost danger.  There are no ereeks,
nor harbours. . The coast is flat and sandy.
"Fhere are very few fishermen in this country, and
not many wha are acquainted with the manage-
ment of canoes ; the surf being so violent, it de-
prives them of the adyantage of going out to sea
to fish: but those who are acquainted with the
P
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art of paddling canoes, perform their office with
much dexterity. They will go off to vessels, and
convey merchandize on shore with safety : when
they wish to display a proof of their skill, they
can conduct a canoe on shore with surprizing ve-
locity. They watch the sea when on the point of
breaking, and every man betakes himself to steer-
ing ; which is performed by keeping the flat part
of the puddle parallel to the canoe, and giving it
a quick motion, making nearly right angles with
the canoe : when they have got the canoe on the
summit of the sea, and when it is ready to break,
this quick motion of the paddle is discontinued,
and it is kept firmly in a parallel position ; when
the canoe flies on shore with great rapidity. 'The
canoe must be kept on a balance, and as straight
a course as possible be observed; otherwise it
will overset.

Europeans travel in two ways, either by sea in
a canoe, or by land in a hammock.

Canoes are of different sizes, and paddled by
from three to twenty-one cance-men: the smaller-
sized are used for fishing and other purposes by
the Blacks; the Whites commonly use those
worked by from seven to fifteen paddles. Some
put a platform in the bottom, and erect an awn-
ing with curtains over'lalhro-pu‘tnfm
where the passengers sit, to protect them from
the rain or dew at night, and from the beat of the
sun by day: others content themselves with en

A1
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umbrella. These canoes are made out of silk-
cotton trees, shaped and hollowed out with a very
simple. instrument of iron, like a large chisel,
which answers either as axe or adze, according
to the shape of the handle with which it is used,
Some of these trees are large enough to make a
canoe to paddle with twenty-one men, and carry
four puncheons of liquor.. The wood is soft and
easily worked, especially when green, and almost
as light as cork when dry.

A hammock is made of cotton, something like
those used on-board ship, but larger and neater;
generally brought from Brazil by the Portuguese.
This is slung to o bamboo pole about nine feet
long, and covered by a cloth, in such way that the
person carried can either sit up or lie down in it,
and boroe by two men * at a time, either on their

* These men are paidin goods or gold, to about the value
of five shillings each man for their trip; beside which, they
bave subsistence and liquor. This appears but moderate pay
for such laborious employment: but when it is cousidered,
that a Black can be victualled sumptuously, agreeably to the
custom of the country, for teu shillings per month, it is too
much: and it is very probable, if Europeans, at s future
time, should have occasion to hire free lubourers for purposes
of enltivation, they will regret that such high pay has beea
given to hammock-men and canoe-men; as it may be urged
Wﬂuulpmmmm“w. If ala-
bourer in Europe earn as wuch in one day as will keep Lim
two, ke is well satisfied.

F2
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shoulders or head, rested on a cloth rolled rotmd
in the same way as our milk-maids carry their
pails. To go a distance of twenty-five or thirty
miles, it is usual to have six or eight bearers for
each hammock ; who relieve each other without
‘ttoppm and two or three more to carry any ne-
cessaries, particularly a case of liquor for the peo-
ple to drink ; without which nothing is done in
this country. Well supplied with ruin, they wild
travel at the rate of five milesan hour *.

The extent of Apollonia, like that of other mari-
time states in this country, is inaceurately defined :
there is no exact ulterior boundary, until we arrive
at towns and villages, the inhabitants of which
perhaps acknowledge a distinet authority. It

* Two or three Europuﬁ travelling in this way, with the
flag of their country carried before them, attended by a
number of stout Black men, almost in a state of nature,
singing and running, make 3 most whimsical procession. If
such a one could be exhibited in England, it would draw the
public attenfion from even a cavalcade of the Whip-club;
and more especially if they could see such a party received
in & ceremonions way at a Black-town, by the men in their
war-dresses, capering about and firing their muskets, most
heavily loaded with powder, almost in the faces of their vi-
sitors ; for the nearer they fire to you, the greater the com-
pliment: so that, in fact, a very honourable reception is at-
tended with a proportionable degree of bodily risk, as it is
no very uncommon event to have a musket or upon
the oceasion. mmmhm-md
liquor and gunpowder. o,
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stretches about one hundred miles along the coast;
how far inland, is not exactly known : it does not,
however, exceed twenty miles.

The natives of this country are generally tall
and well formed ; thick lips and flat noses are
not distinguishing features among them. They
are courteons, kind, and hospitable, but for the
most part reserved in their manuers; which is
occasioned more by the nature of their govern-
ment, than a natural disposition. They have the
character of being braveand warlike ; indeed, on
many occasions they have confirmed this. ~ They
are fond of music, and their instruments consist
of drams, horns, and flutes : the drums are of va-
rious sizes and forms ; the horns are made of the
tusks of young elephants, which go by the name
of screvelloes ; the sound of their homn is like that
of the bugle. 'The flutes are made of a Jarge
reed, open at both ends, with a triangular cut at
the mouth-end, and scraped thin to divide the
wind : they are about four feet long; the notes
produced from these flutes are soft and plaintive,
When the king walks publicly abroad, he is ge-
nen.l.lj accompanied by a full band ; and the al-
ternate airs produced from the horns, flutes, and
drums, are by no means unharmonious or inele-

t.

Tl;sdressoi'themen consists of a piece of

two or more fathoms, wrapt loosely about
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the body; they likewise wear a folded cloth round"
the loins. The dress of the women 4 nruch the
same as that of the men; they wear bracelets,
and neck-ornaments ; some of them weat on their
feet brass rings, which are of an oval shape, and
made to encircle the heel, and to extend to about
the middle of the foot: on particular occasions,
the women of consequence exchange the brass
for gold rings. Their houses are made of bam-
boo, and plastered with a strong loamy clay.
The foors are made of the same sort of clay, and
are remarkably hard. Their towns and villages
are in general surrounded by a strong fence of
bamboo cane, which secures the inhabitants in a
great measure against the mmachmenﬂ of "ﬂd
animals.

Of the religion of this country, nothing grati-
l'ymgenn be said: superstition does not appear to
reign so triumphantly here as in other states ; very
few pretend to profess supernatural powers, if we
exclude those who claim a knowledge of the heal-
ing-art, and who are encouraged by the king.

The harvest-festival is observed here with pa
ticular attention ; and it is customary, on this oe-
casion, for the governor of the fort to entertain
the principal men with a dinner: during this fes-
tival, which continues for a week, mil

-humour are diffused amohg‘tlt

The government of this ¢
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the hands of the king. He hears, tries, and
passes judgment, without the opinion of any of
his subjects, excepting when the accused is a
great personage ; butin this case, a man of con-
sequence seldom appears as a criminal before the
king. If he be guilty of a crime, or if he incar
the king’s displeasure, a message is sent to him,
importing the necessity of proving hisinnocence ;
which is generally complied with, and he is tried
agreeably to the ordeal of the country, which
seldom fails of its intended purpose. This trial
consists of administering the bark of a tree deemed
poisenous, and other substances, mixed in water;
which, if retained on the stomach, generally
proves fatal ; if it be rejected, it confirms the in-
nocence of the person. The king himself sees
this potion prepared, if he be resolved it shall
have effect; and he sometimes sees it given.
This is an efficacious method, at the same time
satisfactory to the public, of disposing of a
man no longer a favourite, or who may have had
evil designs against the king : for the superstition
of the country is such, that if the man die in
consequence of this trial, he must have been
guilty. The innocent cannot be injured by it.

The punishments inflicted on the commonalty
are, beheading, burying alive, and placing the
person in a deep pit, and leaving him there to
perish. The kings of Apollonia support an arm-
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ed force of about one thousand men; and every
man of consequence isobliged to furnish a quota
of men and money, when the king goes to war.

The history of thissmall kingdom is preserved
only by traditien, and in course is involved in
much. obseurity and uneertainty. . We know no-
thing of it-anterior to the reign of king Amoni-
hier: and when the Dutch were inclined to
settle in the country, that king was not willing te
favour their inclination ; which cavsed a war,

The Dutch crossed Ancobra river, which forms
the eastern boundary of Apollonia, with a consi-
derable force, Europeans as well as natives, .wiul
a few artillery ; and were soon opposed w
Apollonians, at the head of whom was the king.
A battle was fought, which terminated wat,h the
defeat of the invaders, who were obli
cross the river with precipitation, leaving m
them their field=pieces, which (it is reported) are
carefully preserved by Amonihier’s sticcessors, as
a trophy of this vietory., . Some time after ﬂl*
the Dutch made preparations for another invasion, -
which induced the king to invite lh.ﬁhlh, as
@ more. certain security against, the encroachs
ments of the Dutch.  The invitation was accept-
ed, and a small fort was, at a considerable ex-

~ pence, erected ; since which period, we have cam-

manded ;the trade of this country, . There are
-many_extraordinary accounts presepved of this

»
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person ; all of which give him the character of
having been a man of great spirit and resolution,
but addicted to tyranny. The following is par-
ticularly recorded of him, and will give a pretty
clear sketch of his general disposition.

A leopard had committed many depredations
in the neighbourhood of the king’s residence ; and
although every vigilance was practised, and many
methods employed to destroy him, yet by his ex-
traordinary sagacity he eluded them all: at length
the king, wearied with the caution of the animal,
and enraged at the ravages he committed, sum-
moned the principal men before him, and told
them that he had come to the resolution of securing
the animal, even at the risk of half of his sub-
jects; and gave orders, that the thicket where
the animal kept concealed should be surrounded,
and that he should be brought to him alive! This
extraordinary order was obeyed, and the animal
secured, but not without the loss of life to some,
and mortal wounds and severe luceration being
inflicted upon others. The king, notwithstand-
ing, was highly pleased.in seeing the animal in
his possession, and caused a post to be driven ina
yard, to which the beast was secured. On par-
ticular days, and when surrounded by his chief
subjects, he failed not to address the animal, in
4 manner demonstrative of his power and autho-
M to extol his supremacy over every thing
in his kingdom, " : -
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Upon the death of Amonihier, the govern-
ment of the kingdem devolved on a man named
Quashie, who inberited. all the despotic disposi-
tion of his predecessor, without his bravery or
martial spirit. In the early part of this king's
reign, he was guilty of many cruelties, which
rendered him odious to his subjects, and if it had
not been, that an extraordinary eircumstance
happened of a domestic nature, which effectunlly
changed his disposition, in all probability he
would have fallen a vietim to his tyrannical
spirit. Among the children who were born to the
king about this period, were three, deaf and
dumb ; which surprized him considerably ; and
every person who was considered to possess un-
common knowledge, was consulted respecting
the cause of this singular event. After variouns
vague and ambiguouns opinions, some of the most
cunning and politic among them approached the
king and said, that if he would net be displeased
at what they bad to relate, they would unfold the
eause of this misfortune. = After an assorance
that the king would not be offended with them,
_they said, ¢ That this misfortune was a punish-
* ment inflicted by the Fetish, for his cruelties
¢ and rigorous government ; and that other cala-
¢ mities of a heavier nature would happen to
¢ him, if he did not aet in & milder manner to
* his subjeets.” This declaration had the wished-
for effect on the king. He now became mild
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and merciful ; and on all occasions consulted his
men of consequence, before he exerted his autho-
rity. He was afterwards as much beloved as he
had before been abhorred; and died in June,
1801, regretted by his subjects.

It may not be deemed superfluous here to re-
mark, that whenever this king appeared publicly
abroad, he took care to confirm to his subjects the
proofs of his reformation. On those occasions,
his flutes, horns, and drums, preceded him, and
his executioners with their emblems of office re-
versed. 'These men were usually habited in a
grotesque manner: on their heads was a sort of
helmet, to which was affixed a burning lamp.
They were instructed, after extolling the virtues
of the king, to conclude with a discourse on the
uncertainty of future existence, and a recom-
mendation to good actions, which ended with
words similar to the following : “ We are night
and day on the watch, to behold u king as power-
ful as Quashie ; in vain do we watch for him; there
is mo man so great or so merciful: yet he must
die!"  These last words were attended with an
air peculiarly solemn. Whether this man was
governed by superstition, policy, or tenderness of
heart, we cannot decide: but we are informed
by persons who were well acquainted with him,
that he was humane and benevolent, and pos-
sessed a delicacy of manners rarely to be found



68

in a person neither acquainted with the duties of
trune religion, nor. the rules of civilized society,

According to the right of succession:in this
counfry, (which devolves on the sister’s son,)
there was no lawful heir to the kingdom. The
eldest son of Quashie was however considered
the most fit person to succeed.  But when
the elders of the people and men of conse-
guence assembled to appeint him, a division
arose, at the head of which was his brother,
who- had the ambition to aspire to the chief
anthority by force of arms.  The majority
of the people became alarmed, and prepared to.
resist the ambitious views of this man, whose
name was Annahoma. His confederates secretly
withdrew, and the armed force he commanded,
and which formed his father’s body-guard, like-
wise forsook him. Thus impeded and disap-
pointed, he became desperate, and, after destroy~
ing his wives and children, he shot himself; or,
as some persons will have it, he compelled one of
his sons to commit the act.. The conduct and
fate of Aonahoma brought upon:the remainder
of Quashie’s childven  the indignation of the
people; and in a short time the whole were de-
stroyed, excepting the two dumb children, ﬁﬂ
of whom died previous to this circumstance,) who

s



69
which was now given to an old man; who
being too feeble to discharge his duties, his
brother was appointed regent. He is now king,
and has the character of possessing a good share
of political sagacity. ~ He is fond of war, and
has lately extended his kingdom.

The trade of Apollonia consists of gold, ivory,
palm-oil, pepper, and some rice. The gold-trade
is sometimes considerable : the articles given in
exchange, are gun-powder, Brazil tobacco, lead,
iron, guns, India and some British cotton-manu-
facture, The trader is perfectly sccure in this
country : he meets with ne umpositions, nor ex-
actions ; his property is in no danger, and his
person is considered sacred. Tt is usual for every
trader to give the king an amnual gift, and, pre-
vious to his commencing trade, a regnlated cus-
tom is paid ; after which, he is at Liberty to trade
to any extent. :
> '.’l.rim.

After leaving Apollonia, the next settlement
we come to is Duteh., Itis situated in a country
called Axim ; which forms part of the rich, ex-
tensive, and fertile country of Ashantah. Itisa
compact fort, built by the Portuguese, and called
Fort Anthony. . It stands upon a promontory that
forms_ the most western part Gape 'I‘hm
Points. u is abont ten leagues
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Apo"nl:la. and about two miles from the l'i‘l'
Ancobra.,

Fort Anthony is most agreeably situnted on an
eminence, and in a commanding position : the
landing here is perfectly safe; boats may ap-
proach, and, during the dry season, may be
beached without danger.

We now enter a country in many respects dif-
ferent from that we have left. Tt is more hilly,
more woody ; the soil is richer, but the conntry is
not watered so well as Apollonia. The Dutch,
who are remarkable for horticulture, have an ex-
cellent garden here, which produces an uhmrhnt
supply of fruits and vegetables,

Aneobra River.

The entrance to Ancobra river is so obstructed
by rocks, that even canoes cannol get into it, ex-
cepting when the sea is remarkably tranquil. It
is not a river of any considerable magnitade ; it
is deep, but not broad, and is supposed to run
through a good extent of conntry. From itsname,
it mig‘it be supposed, that it abounds with snakes:
but, probably, the serpentine form of the river
induced the Portuguese to call it Rio Ancober.

The French built a fort on the right bank of this

river, and at about fifty miles from its mouth,
where they a great gold-trade, that soon ex-
cited, the j of the Datch, who expelled



71

them : the Dateh, however, did not long enjoy

this acquisition ; for, the chief got embroiled with

the natives, and betook himself to the desperate

remedy of blowing up the fort, with himself and
- garrison, and a numerous body of the natives,

whom, it is reported, he had invited, nnder a pre-

tence of settling the dispute.

Hollandia.

About four leagues from Fort Anthony, we
come to the ruins of a fort, formerly called Fort
Royal Fredericksburg: it was built, with two
smaller forts on this coast, by a company, called
the Brandenburg Company, at the head of which
was Frederick-William, Duke of Brandenburg ;
and were sold to the Dutch West-India Company
for 30,0001, by the Duke's son, Frederick-Wil-
liam, the first king of Prussia. The natives of
this place were unwilling to admit the Dutch, and
the commander of Fort Royal approved of their
designs; in consequence of which, the Dutch
were obliged to lay &Eg'c to the fort: and, after
a desperate resistance, they got possession of it;
but were constrained to grant favourable terms
to the commander and his garrison, who march-
ed out with all the hononrs of war, taking with
them their private property. When the Dutch
became masters of this place, they called it Hol-
landia, and, conceiving the expence of repairing
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the injuries it received during the siege too great,
allowed it to decay.

Dix Cove.

Three leagues from Hollandia, is situated a
small settlement, likewise belonging to the Dutch,
called Aecoda : and three leagues further on, we
come to Dir Cove, where the British have a small
but strong and compact fort,

1t is advantageously situated at the entrance of
a small cove, which will admit vessels of thirty
or forty tons at high water. The channel is
narrow, but safe, and capable of being so far im-
proved, as to admit vessels of one hundred tons
and upwards, at a trifling expence.

Boutry. "~

About three miles from Dix Cove we come to
a place called Boutry, where the Dutch have a
small fort, which, with Accodn and Flollandia,
formerly belonged to the Brandenburg Com-
pany. 'This fort, as well %s all the Dutch forts
and settlements, stands on an eminence, and com-
mands an agreeable prospect. Beneath the fort
runs a small river, which could be made navigable
for small craft, some distance inland. oy N

- . : :.
Taccorary. wisld® ;
Three leagues eastward from this place is
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another Dutch settlement called Taccorary ; near
to which is likewise a river. There isa danger-
ous reef of rocks, that stretches two or three
miles from this place, which should be carefully
avoided : part of the reef is dry at low water.

Succondee,

About four miles from Taccorary, we come to
Succondee ; where the Dutch have a respectable
fort, and the British a settlement. We had for-
merly a fort here; but it was destroyed by the
French in the American war. The Dutch is
called Orange Fort: it is situated on a rock,
sufficiently elevated above the sea. The landing
here is safe; and there is a convenient bay for
small craft to anchor in.

We have now attained the extremity of the
Ahanta country; and it is undoubtedly, in every
respect, the richest on the Gold-coast. Itscoast has
many convenient creeks and harbours ; which isan
advantage Apollonia is deprived of. It abounds
with many kinds of excellent timber; one of
whicl'l is not much inferior to mabogany, and, in
the hands of good workmen, could be made
equally useful, and perhaps as valuable.

In general, this country is well planted ; the
soil is adapted to every sort of Tropical produce,
| the natives may be considered the most in-

igus in the country. Every man of conse-
G
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quence in the different towns on the coast, has his
country-residence and plantations. It has some
gold-mines ; but they are in general kept con-
cealed, as Fetish is put upou them ; which pro-
hibits the lower order from getting intimately ac-
quainted with that, which would deprive them of
their agricultural employments, and introduce a
life of idleness and debauchery among them.
The Ahanta conntry stretches farther inland than
Apollonia, and is bounded by the Warsaw and
Dinkara countries. The former is governed by
two persons, who are in some measure indepen-
dent of each other in their government; but in
other respects they are united. 'The latter is a
small kingdom, tributary to the king of Ashantee.
Both these countries abound with gold : the Din-
kara gold is the purest we meet with.

Although a king is acknowledged in the Aban-
ta country, yet his power is limited : indeed, the
government is left to the regulation of the differ-
ent head-men. The king is never consulted,
unless in cases of great consequence. In
general, the people are well disposed ; they are
not under such restrictions as the Apollonians,
and are therefore more free in their mannews and
conversation ; but are less courteous and polite,
and not so hospitable. Many abominable prac-
tices encouraged in the Fantee and neighbouring:
countries; are not tolerated here : we seldom hear
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of disputes amongst them, and Europeans arc
considered with respect, provided their behaviour
merits it.

The vegetable productions of this country are
in general to be had in great plenty; and in
seasons of scarcity, the inhabitants can supply
their neighbours with the fruits of their labour
and industry. They never know what it isto be
distressed for corn, yams, &c. so atfentive are
they to agriculture. The sagar-cane grows to a
great size in this country, and is much used, par-
ticularly by the women, who are fond of masti-
ecating it : it affords an agreeable and refreshing
juice, which is considered whol The palm-
tree is very abundant, and supplies the natives
with plenty of wine and oil : the latter is procured
by beating the fruit in a hollow wooden cylinder
until it is freed from its external and unetuous
parts; water is then added to liquify and sepa-
rate the oil, which soon collects at the surface,
and is carefully skimmed off. Palm-oil, when
eaten fresh, (and it is very seldom used as an ar-
ticle of diet but when in a fresh state,) is delicate
and wholesome, and is as different from the palm-
oil imported into England, as rancid butter is
from fresh. It isinvariably used by the natives
in all their dishes. The keruel contains a hard,
pulpy substance, which is roasted and sometimmes
eaten by the women, who consider it favourable

G 2
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to strength and corpulency. The women here,
as well as in every part of the coast, are through-
ont the day in a continued state of employment ;
for even those who are above the drudgery of
household affairs, find ample employment in re-
gulating the concerns of the family, and in deco-
rating their persons. The men of moderate cir-
cumstances lead a life of happiness and plenty.
Their dress is the same as that of the Apolloni-
ang; and their manners and customs are similar.
No part of the Gold-coast is more favourable for
improvement than the Ahanta country. The na-
tives are disposed to agriculture, and tranquillity,
The planters would meet with encouragement,
and would not be so exposed to plunder and in-
sult, as in other states. :I'he Datch have the ad-
vantage of us, as to numbers and situation of their
settlements in this country; and indeed we may
add, that throughout the Gold-coast, the advan-
tage of situation is clearly observable to be in fa-
vour of that nation. Their settlements are on
elevated situations, and generally near rivers;
which is of great importance in all’lhpulﬁ
tries. The only fort we have in the
country, is Dix-cove ; a situation mmrhlﬂfﬁ-
vourable towards cultivation and other imp
ments. About eight miles lnland we,_ r o
small river that is never dry, and the ¢
that may be said to belong to this place
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is abundance of excellent timber, and lime-stone
may be bad in sufficient quantity for building.
Indeed, this place might be vastly improved at
less expence than any situation in the country.

The cove might be made accessible to vessels
of small burthen, and sufficiently commodious for
three or four vessels to float in, in safety. The
face of the country appears invariably hills and
dales: but when we advance a little inland, the
country leaves this uniformity ; we see a
deal of flat land, bounded by sma'l hills crowned
with lofty trees; which EUEC'IE:I.ITI) proves the
richness of the soil.

We will now take leave of the Ahanta coun-
try, and proceed towards states where the inha-
hitants are less disposed to agricnlture, and more
inclined to vice and idleness.

Chamah.

About three leagues from Succondee, we come
to Chamah ; where the Dutch have a small fort,
called Sebastian : it is said, this fort was built by
the French; but it is more probable that it was
built hytl:e Portuguese, as, being the first settlers,
they no doubt availed themselves of this important
situation, being contiguons to the largest river on
ﬁe Gold-coast, and partaking of other advan-

The I‘xguch very likely dulodgad the
; and the Dutch perhaps dispossessed
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the French: be this as it may, the French were
in possession of it, but for what length of time is
not accurately known. 'The French ships bound
to Whidah and olher parts of the Blave-coast,
were supplied here with canoes and cange-men * ;
likewise with water and provisions. The Pmu-
guese found the advantage of this settlement for
the like purposes; but how fur the Dutch have
benefited by this situation, is not well known: at
present, they derive but little advantage from it.
We cannot but evince a litfle surprise, that a
nption who are remarkable for embracing every
means of improvement whence profit could .be
derived, should be indifferent to, or not per-
ceive, the benefits that would doubtless arise, bj
improving this situation.

'Tlte river is about a mile from the fort ; lrul
the entrance to it is choaked by rocks and sand-
banks: what course it takes, is not known. The
natives are indifferent and very inaceurate in their
communications on that head. There is an island
on it, at no great distance (we will suppose three
or four miles from the sea), that has been an ob-
jeet of jealousy for many years mm"ﬁ

'Mbmdtnthekcﬂxdmﬂfomu},wm
were obliged to get canoes and men on the Gold-coast, as
ﬂnmﬂmnﬂhumlhgmmldomm&-uw
on rivers, -l

.
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Chamahs and Warsaws : the latter are mow in
possession of it. The banks of the river are
lined with an exuberance of timber; and as there
are no considerable high lands observable at the
rear of this country, the river doubtless runs
throngh plains, which, from the moisture they re-
ceive, must be abundantly fertile. The impor-
tance of exploring this river will appear evident
to every person acquainted with the eountry.
Althouglrthe people here, live so contiguous to
the inhabitants of the Ahanta country, they do
not partake of their mild disposition and peace-
able ¢haracter.

The Chamahs are a turbulent ferocious peo-
ple, addicted to quarrels and palavers. They
constantly make it a practice to seize and mal-
treat Buropeans without regard, or distinction,
for injuries or real offences, supposed or actually
committed by others of the natives towards them :
and we lament to say, the British have been the

t sufferers. From delicacy, and for the
sake of the national character, we will refrain
from entering into the particalars of abuses com-
roitted at this place against our countrymen.

; v Commenda. .
* About eight miles from Chamah we come to

Here the British and Dutch have
settlements. The British fort was very respect-

*
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able ; but being built of bad materials, it is now
almost in ruins. The Dutch fort was reduced
in the American war: part of it is standing, and
continues to be possessed by that nation. The
Portuguese vessels from Brazils, bound to the
leeward coast, generally call here for canoes
and eanoe-men, and are sure to be supplied,
The people here gain their livelihood in this
way, and meet with every encouragement. One
of these canoes is nsually paddled by seventeen,
nineteen, or twenty-one men. They carry two
supernumeraries, who are called boatswains, or
pilots; and they are in some measure answer-
able for the conduct of the cance-men. The
success of a voyage much depends on the exer-
tions of these people; they are therefore well
paid, and treated with kinduess and liberality :
each person clears about ten pounds by his trip ;
but bhefore he returns to his native town, he is
in danger of losing the whole of it. The canoe
is given them to return home, and lllq dllpoh
of it for eight or more pounds,

The people of this town are so oocnpmlm
these employments, that agriculture is neglected
by them; but the inhabitants of the adjacent
villages inland, attend to cultivation. Yams are
produced in this country in great q#ﬁtiu
which proves. the richness of the soil: wood is
procured in lllnndanoa, and qﬁ;bz quiu,
and there is no scarcity of water, The character
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of these people bears some resemblance to that
of those last mentioned : they are fond of pala-
vers, and are continually embroiled in disputes
with the Chamahs ; against whom there appears
to be a never-ceasing enmity. Although the
Commenda people undergo a vast deal of labour,
fatigue, and danger, in acquiring a livelihood in
the manner I have described ; yet, the moment
they get home after a voyage, they commence
regaling themselves with the profits of their
labour, and it is soon expended in every species of
excess,

Elmina.

About nine miles from Commenda, is sitnated
the Castle of St. George Del Mina, the head-
quarters of the Dutch seftlements in this country,
and the most respectable fortress on the Gold-
coast. It is of a guadrangular form, surrounded
with high walls, and, excepting some small sa-
luting guns, mounted with brass ordnance.

Elmina, as it is commonly called, is seated on a
peninsula, formed by a small river, which runs
nearly parallel with the sea; over which is a
bridge constructed of stone and wood. There
are two passages leading into the castle; the
principal one 1s fram the town, where the castle
is strengthened by a double ditch, over which are
two draw-bridges; the other is adjoining the -
ver, where is a small gate, at an elevation of
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about twelve feet, to which an ascent is formed
by means of a step-ladder. This passage opens
to a large yard, where the surveyor and his de-
puty have apartments, and the different artificers
their work-shops. As we proceed through
another gate, and along a rampart, we arrive at
the principal entrance, where, after passing over
two draw-bridges, i3 a guard-room, wherein a
sergeant’s guard is continually in waiting. This
opens to the interior of the building, in which is
a spacions court, of the form of an oblong-square:
here the warehouse-keeper has apartments and
store-houses, and here too the soldiers parade.
On ascending some steps on the left, two very
long and light brass cannons may be observed on
the right, which are used only on particular oc~
casions. At the top of these steps is a portico,
where two centinels do duty during the day.
Passing through a narrow entrance, a flight of
circular steps leads to a spacious hall, where com-
plaints are examined aund justice administered.
Adjoining to this is another hall, where the go-
wvernor and his officers usually dine. The private
apartments allotted for the governor are comme-
dious and airy, and in every respect suitable to
his rank. The apartments of the officers are in
general confined, and are deprived of a free ad-
mission of air, by the lngll wullsvlldtnnlue
them.

Thucmlaws bnﬂlbythe ngcae. ub
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settled here in 1481. They likewise built a town,
the houses of which were of stone, and a church.
The present town is large, and remarkably dirty ;
some of the houses are built of stone, and are
connected in a confused manner. The river, al-
though small, will admit vessels of one hundred
tons burthen at high water; and they may load
and unload under the walls of the castle; which
i an important convenience, inasmuch as supplies
may be thrown into the castle without much
hazard on the event of an attack.

The Dutch made an easy conquest of this place
in 1637 ; and, to strengthen themselves more se-
curely, they built a fort on an eminence about
musket-shot from the castle, and named it fort
Conraadsburg, or Bt. Jago; which adds consi-
derably to the strength of Elmina, and may be
considered the key to it. Strangers, particularly
British, are prohibited visiting this fort. During
the command of a late governor, this prohibition
was not rigidly attended to, and the English
were at liberty to see it. How far this was
agrreeable to the poliey of the Dutch, or how far
it was' pradent, we will not in this place attempt
to decide: but it is obvious, that the vulnerable
parts of this fort would have remained concealed,
and the general opinion of the strength of it have
remained uncontradieted. This gentleman con-
sidered it o strong place: but his predecessors
had, doubtless, a different opinion of it; which
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was one cause most likely, why strangers were
not allowed to go intoit. The fort is square,
with double bastions and curtains, but they are
by no means proportionate. The external
walls are low; and the space between them,
and what may be properly called the fort, and
the covered way, is so narrow, that cannon
cannot be used with much advantage; neither
can musketry be employed without exposing the
garrison to the assailants: besides this disadvan-
tage, the cannon of the ramparts may be turned
against the fort with great effect. Notwithstand-
ing these defects, a respectable English force was
repulsed here, in 1781. | It is reported, that four
or five hundred men, soldiers and sailors, went
against it under the command of Captain Mac-
kenzie; and the castle of Elming was cannon-
aded at the same time by a fifty-gun ship, and a
sloop of war, under the command of Commodore
Shirley. It is said, there was no cordial co-ope-
ration among the commanders: however this
might have been, it is clear the attack was not
planned with judgment: but to compensate for
the failure, the Dutch forts at Cnmmdalnd
Accra were reduced.

The castle of Elmina, and places cont:gum
to it, if we exclude the town, have the appear-
ance of mneatness and regularity. | The garden,
which is extensive, and usually kept well planted,
affords an agreeable retirement, and is produc-

7
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tive of much amusement and recreation to the
officers.

There is a school established here for the edn-
cation of children of both sexes, and of every
distinction, supported by subscription ; but of late
years it has not been maintained on so extensive a
scale as formerly. About half a mile from the
castle, and on a line with the garden, there is a
very decent burial-ground, in the centre of which
is a neat and appropriate piece of architecture,
designed as a repository for deceased officers of
rank. Within the walls of the castle there isa
chapel, in which divine worship is regularly per-
formed..

When the Dutch West-Tndia Company wasin
a prosperous state, their establishment in this
country was very respectable: it consisted of a
military and civil department. The governor-in-
chief had the rauk of general; and subordinate
to him, in the military line, were a captain and
lieutenant of artillery, two captains of infantry
(one of whom was usually entrusted with the
command of Fort Conraadsburg), and subaltern
officers with a respectable body of men. In the
civil department was a director-general, a fiscal,
secretary, accomptant, warehouse-keeper, survey-
or, &c. &c¢. The establishment now is much re-
duced ; it is, however, more respectable than what
might be expected from the general state of
things, It supports nearly one hundred and fifty
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soldiers, and about nine hundred slaves; some of
them excellent artihicers. < With the establishment
the Dutch formerly had, were combined much
ostentation, avarice, and emulation for trade.
They diligently studied, and fully succeeded in
ditfusing among the natives, an exalted character
of themselves. The government was vested with
an unlimited power, and in consequence of the
practice of this power, and a partiality for pomp
and ceremony (things which inspire an African
with awe and veneration ), the Dutch were consi-
dered with more respect, than any other Euro-
pean power in this country.” They likewise dili-
wently sought for a redress of grievances, and
were punctual in eausing their service to be re-:
spected, and preserving inviolate the persons and
properties of those who were under its protection.
They were likewise open to the eomplaints of the
patives, and distribnted justice with a rigorous
hand. It was pleasing to observe the state and
regularity with which their legal proceedings
were conducted. The governor, director-gene-
ral, and fiseal, were assembled on all trials of im=
portance. It was likewise usual for the officers
atthe head of departments to wait upon the go-
vernor every morning at eight o'clock, to receive
orders, and report whatever they had to commu-
nieate: in this there was some ceremouy observed ;
the governor was generally in his full-dress, and
received his officers with no small share of ex-
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ternal form. |The different traders paid their re-
/| speets to him at this hour ; as did the king and
| head-men of the town.

The mode of living practised by the Dutch,
appears to us more congenial to the climate than
that used by the British, at least so far as relates
to early dining, a free use of vegetables and fruits,
less wine, and more exercise after dinner. They
are extravagant in the use of tobacco: with some
the pipe is kept in almost a continual state of em-
ployment throughout the day; and among the
less refined and respectable class of Dutch, it is
accompanied with the national cordial, geneva.

Elmina and other Portuguese settlements on
this coast were ceded to the Dutch West-India
Company by the crown of Portugal in the year
1641. From that period, and in virtue of these
“possessions taken from, aud yielded by the Portu-
guese, the Dutch West-India Company took upon
themselves to claim the sale of, and right and pro-
perty in and to, all the lands and countries in
Africa, from Cape Palmas to Cape Lopez, com-
prehending the Ivory, Gold, and Slave Coasts;
considering all vessels that were found trading
here, as lawful prizes, although the English had
built a fort at Carmantyne, and settled factories
at sundry other places on the Gold-eoast, before

-the Dutch had made the said conquests, Since
the English forts were built on this coast, we have
traded freely, without the least interruption or

5
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molestation from the Dutch; but all Portugnese

vessels that came hither, were constrained to pay
a duty, and obliged to anchor at Elmina for that
purpose. ~ If one vessel negleeted it, another was
obliged to pay double duty.

To such an extent was this unpost carried, that,
in_the year 1796, the governor of Elmina sent an
officer with a party of soldiers to board a Portu-
guese vessel that anchored at Cape-Coast, and
did not think it convenient to stop at Elmina to
pay the daty. The party were compelled to come
on shore, and were all made prisoners, A spirit-
ed remonstrance was made by the British gover-
nor, for this daring insult; and the Dutch gover-
nor was not only obliged to make a suitable apo-
logy, but constrained to take off the duty from all
Portuguese vessels that did not wish to call at
Elmina, "

The country about Elmina is for the most part
open and flat ; the soil is generally of a light kind,
though in some places it is a heavy clay : about
ten miles inland from Elmina, the soil is more
uniform, with plenty of timber and water. .~

The inhabitants of Elmina consist of traders,
fishermen, and persons employed as trade-boys
and servants: there are some wealthy men among
them. There are likewise some respectable mu-
lattoes here, who support a number of slaves, ac-
quainted with the duties of a carpenter, a mason,
and a blacksmith: indeed we may calculate that
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about one-tenth of the male population of Ei-
mina are artificers. -'The inhabitants are divided
into parties for their mutual defence, called Com-
panies ; each company has its captain; and the
whole is under the command of one man. The
town is supposed to contain five thousand men,
with double that number of women and children.
The Elminas were considered, until lately, a civil
and well-disposed people : but an unfortunate act
that was committed here in August, 1808, has en-
tailed upon them a character of barbarity, that
will require some years to efface. This act
amounts to no less enormity than the murder of
the acting-governor: a man whom we cannot
avoid representing, as having been of a turbulent
spirit, untractable, violent, and impradent in his
conduet ; which not only rendered him odious te
the people, but to almost every person in the ser-
vice. In giving this sketch of his character, let
it be observed, that we do not intend it as any ex-
“tenuation, or to wipe off in the least from a foul
deed, replete with the most savage ferocity. 'To
enter into a full exposition of this unfortunate af-
fair, would be neither agreeable, we presume, nor
profitable to our readers : and (strange to relate!)
no inquiry has been instituted, nor any means
whatsoever, we believe, adopted to convince the
people of their lawless and inhumane proceeding ;
although a gentleman has lately arrived, delegat-
ed with full powers, by the government of Hol-
H
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land, to command the Duteh forts and’ neuhm
in this country *.

When the Ashantees visited the coast in 1807,
for the purpose, probably, of reducing the Fan-
tees to subjection, the people of Elmina, it is sup-
posed, rendered them some assistance, by supply-
ing them with provisions, and delivering into theix
power part of the Fantees who had fled for sue-
cour to! Elmina, This statement stands on an
uncertain basis: the Fantees, however, became
enemies to the Elminas, and publicly declared
war agaihst them after the Ashantees had marched
inland: and a numerous force was collected in
1809, composed of Warsaws and Fantees; and

‘nothing less than the entire destruction of Elmi-
na town and its inhabitants, was in contempla-
tion! The Fantees and their eonfederates the
Warsaws, were so elated with the imaginary suc-
cess of this expedition, that they supposed the
town of Elmina already laid in ashes, the castle,
and Fort Conraadsburg in their possession, and
Mr. Neizer in their power, (a respectable and
wealthy trader, against whom they eneouraged a
rancorous enmity). This gentleman’s head was
already severed from the body, and displayed in

* This must be accounted for by the awkward situation of
the Duteh affuirs at home, and lbemwnhw it will
uolbeforgonm when lhqhw npm oplmtumyto
revange it.
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imaginary triumph by his enemies! Such were
the vain boastings and wicked designs of a
people, who, only two years before, made a cow-
ardly and precipitate flight from before a real and
declared enemy.

After various actions, this combined force re-
linquished vigorous measures against Elmina;
and although the town is advantageously situated
against an assault, it is evident it would not have
long resisted the force that was brought against
it, if the two forts did not interfere. The gover-
nor has lately built a redoubt westward of the
town, to make it more secure against future
attempts.

. The trade of Elmina, auterior to the late dis-
* turbances, was brisk, and consisted of the staple
articles of the country, slaves and gold; ivory
was likewise brought here from the Warsaw and
Dinkara countries; with which a communication
was generally established.
+ Belore we take leave of Elmina, we will state
a ciccumstance which has in it a combination of
gallantry and generosity, highly illustrative of
the British character, and which adds to the re-
nowned¢heroism of our navy.

In December, 1810, His Majesty’s frigate Ne-
mesis arrived on this coast ;' and in pruceediug
towards Cape Coast, Captain Ferris observed a
schooner under Spanish colours lying in Elmina
roads. He ordered an officer to repair on-board,

H2
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and examine her papers: but as the boat was
rowing towards the schiooner, a smart fire was
opened by the castle, and Fort St. Jago, Tn
consequence of this, the boat put about, and were
returning on-board the Nemesis; when the
schooner discharged a volley of musketry at the
boat, whereby one man was wounded.

Captain Ferris was not a little displeased at
this conduct, and determined to perform by force,
what seemed impossible to be accomplished by
mild measures. He therefore brought his ship to
anchor within gun-shot of Elmina, and sent his
first-lieutenant on shore, to demand of the gover-
nor a perusal of the vessel's papers, and the pre-
sence of the master of the schooner on-board the
frigate, to answer for his conduct. The former
was complied with, but Governor De Veer, in
answer to the latter, said that the vessel was under
the guns of his fort, and was in honour bound to
protect her, and could not deliver the master of
the schooner up.  On this answer, the lieutenant
repaired on-board. The master of the schooner
went on-board his vessel, and put her nearer the
shore, under the muzzles of the guns of Elmins,
and made every preparation for resistance. In
course of the night, two boats manned and armed
were sent from the frigate ; and in a few minutes
carried the schooner, under a heavy discharge of
grape-shot from the castle, and_'bgg& her to Cape
Ceast, where Captain Ferris discharged the
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master, and gave him his vessel, after an admo-
nition to shew more respect in future to His Bri-

tannic Majesty’s ships.

CHAPTER IV.

CAPE COAST.-~THE CASTLE,---THE TOWN.=emn
SLAVE-TRADE.-—ABUSES.——-FANTEE COUN-
TRY.—~—-LAWS, CUSTOMS, &C.——--IMPROVE-
MENTS.~-----GARRISON OF CAPE COAST.-—-—
MOUREE.

Cape Coast.

.A.BOUT eight or nine miles east from Elmins,
we come to Cape-Coast Castle, the head-quarters
of the British forts and settlements on the Gold-
coast and Whidah. It was built by the Porta-
guese, and, with Elmina, ceded to the Dutch;
from whom it was taken in 1665; since which
py@'ai./w.e have remained in quiet possession of it.
The Portuguese named this place Cabo Corso,
and in course of time, to render it more familiar
to an English ear, it was translated to the strange
name of Cape Coast. In its primitive state, this
castle was an insignificant place in point of
strength: but the Royal African Company en-
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larged and strengthened it considerably; and
some additions have since been made to it: and
althongh some errors may be seen in these addi-
tions and improvements, it is, notwithstanding, a
respectable fortress, and, with an adequate gar-
rison, 15 capable of beating off a' considerable
force by sea.

The Castle.

The Castle is built upon a rock, which forms an
admirable breast-work towards the South and
‘West, and mounts about ninety pieces of cannon,
from three to thirty-six pounders, with mortars
and howitzers. It is not this numerous artillery
alone that makes it a place of strength on the
sea-side ; large ships cannot approach sufficiently
near it, to effect much injury, and if they should
venture in shallow water, the loss of a cable or a
mast might cause inevitable destruction.

Although this castle presents a formidable ap-
pearance towards the sea, itis extremely vulnera-
ble on the land-side. It is commanded by high
lands; which readers it almost defenceless. For-
merly, a toser was erected on one of these heights
within the range of point-blank shot from the
castle: it was called Phipps's Tower, and re-
sembled our modern:Martello towers, and had
two small cannons on its summit. It was encir-
cled by a dry ditch, which was pallisadoed. In-
side of the tower were circular steps that led to

5]
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the summit, from which the prospect was exten-
sive and agreeable. This fortification was too
insignificant to add much to the strength of the
castle, and was in consequence neglected, and
permitted to decay.

The Town.

The town of Cape Coast is situated immedi.
ately in the rear of the castle, and extends on
each wing of it. Some of the houses overlook
the walls; an inconvenience that was not well
understood until the year 1803, when the towns-
people thought proper to behave ill; which pro-
duced a rupture with the castle, the garrison of
which was much annoyed with musketry from the
" tops of those houses. The town is irregular, and

kept in a very dirty condition; the houses are
built of clay, and mostly square. The popula-
tion may be estimated at eight thousand, includ-
ing all classes: but in cases of emergency, about
six thousand men could he assembled by calling
in the assistance of the adjacent villages. For-
merly a very brisk trade was carried on here; at
present, the trade, which consists of gold, fluctu-
ates in consequence of the disturbed state of the
country.
The country about Cape Coast is called Fetu,
and was formerly governed by a person who ex-
* ercised great authority; and went under the title
of Dey. He belonged more to the order of
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Fetish-men or priests, than that of kings ; and the
family, or descendants of this race, are still con-
sidered with respect. The government of the
town is under the contronl of the elders and the
principal men; but in general, the people are
obliged to submit to the Fantee laws, regulations,
,and customs ; and they may be considered as par-
taking of the manners and character of that
people, among whom we will class them.,

Slave Trade.

During the existence of the Slave-trade, the
countries from Cape Coast to Accra inclusive,
formed the grand emporium of that traffic on'the
Gold-coast ; ships resorted hither with confidence
of dispvsing of their cargoes ; and a quick cireu-
lation of money existed throughout the country.
The inhabitants of every town and village along
the coast were a sort of brokers; persons employ-
ed as trade-boys, by the residents and captains of
vessels, and fishermen : few indeed attended to
the fabours of the field. The town of Cape Coast
was composed of three different classes, who ae-
quired weaith with such celerity and ease, that
one half of them were men of independence’
With this acquirement, they gained such a turn
for every sort of vice, that they formed the worst
characters in the state; they were idle, insolent,
and unruly, and notwithstanding the necessary
vig:l'lanee und care to preserve order, and prevent
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abuses, we frequently heard of the governor's au-
thority being despised. There was not, nor is
there, we believe, sufficient power vested in the
British government in this country, to punish of-
fences, and cause obedience to be paid to laws and
regulations, tending to the security of persons
and property under the protection of the British
flag, and to the preservation of public tranquilli;
ty. And we will take the liberty of remarking,

that, notwithstanding there was no official dele-

gated authority vested in the governor and coun-
cil exemiﬁng power over the British possessions
in this country ; too much forbearance was prae-
tised in many instances: and we will add, that,
at this day, there is a degree of moderation ma-
nifested, which we think perfectly unuecessary,
and whereby vast injury is done to property, and
to the dignity of the British nation. For, with
the utmost defevence, we will suppose, that where-
ever there are British settlements established with
the gonsent and anthority of both the legislative
and executive power, crimes and offences com-
mitted against the government of those settle-
ments, or against lawful British subjects living
under its protection, are as amenable 16 the same
punishments and penalties, asif a court of judi-
cature was formally established ; provided, all
proceedings are in unison, not repugnaut, and in
every respect conformable to the laws and cus-
toms of the mother-country. The only law prac-

-
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tised in the country, is a type of the law innse
‘among the patives; and we lament, that some
code has 'noi'&xm drawn up, or some distinction
formed in that respect, between a civilized and a
barbarpus people. Robberies were frequently
committed by the natives within the walls of the
castle; and not only masters of vessels, and resi-
dent traders, maltreated, and insulted in the town ;
but officers and others in the service. To such
an extent did the licentious conduct of the people
of this town arrive, that, in 1802, the eaptain of
a ship ont of the port of London, was so roughly
and violently used by them, that sickness was the
consequence, which proved fatal to him on the
passage to the West Indies.

From this behaviour and other antecedent vio-
lent acts of outrage, it became highly necessary
to use'some means which would have a tendency
to reduce the people to a peaceable line of con-
duct, and bring them under some anthonty. The
governor accordingly aequainted the Pyous, or
wlagistrates of the town, that he was resolved to
put a stop to the lawless and ungovernable con-
duct of the people; and that as a security for
their good behaviour, they must enter into an
agreement, that, in case of any outrage, or any
act of a threatening, hostile, or predatory nature
committed against captains of ships, or any
white person, they should forfeit the sum of forty
ounces of gold; that all complaints against Eus
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ropeans were to ke laid before the governor, un-
der the penalty of that sum. Thun was agreed
to and publicly promulgated ; but it did not long
continue in force; for, in October, 1803, it was
grossly violated; and this infringement was fol-
lowed by two incidents, an effectual punishment
for all their transgressions, and a change at the
head of the serviee, which it much wanted.

It will be necessary to state one of these inci-
dents, in which the temper and disposition of the
people at that period will he clearly perceived,
and wherein will be demonstrated this well-known
fact, that the most salutary regulations, unless
supported by power and inclination, will be
frequently neglected, and will finally be disre-
garded.

A pgentleman who resided in town as a trader,
was applied to by his trade-boy, or gold-taker,
for a piece of cloth, of the value of eight ackies,
or two pounds carrency. The cloth was delivers
ed, and the gold received: but the gentleman
observed to the gold-taker, that he would not mix
the gold with what he was in the habit of receiv-
ing, until it was examined by another man, whom
he likewise employed as gold-taker. For itis the
regulation of the country, that when two gold-
takers are employed, they conjointly examine
gold, and if any base metal be tuken by them,
they are liable to replace it. When the other
gold-taker came, and the gold was examined by



100

him, hie remarked, there was some bad gold with
it; and he separated about twesthirds of the base
metal. While he was empluya in this examina-
tion, the other man went away and concealed
himself.  Every enquiry was made after him to
no effect. The person who purchased the eloth

and who was evidently an accomplice, was secur-
ed and sent into the castle, as a security for the
appearance of the gold-taker, and ds a pledge for
the deficiency of the gold. This man, who was
an inhabitant, and of some consequence in town,
was no sooner within the walls of the castle, than
a tumult arose, and a large body of men assem-
bled before the house of the merchant, which was
sitnated opposite to the gate of the castle, and
ot more than fifty paces from it. He had con-
siderable property in his house, and was resolved
to defend it, at the hazard of his life : the people
were collecting in considerable numbers, armed
with guns, swords, &c. &c. and beset the hogn
in every direction; they would not listen to any
argument ; they wanted the man who was con-
fined in the castle, or they would be revenged on
the person of the merchant. The governor sent
to them to disperse ; but they replied with much
indignation, and made use of actions which were
provoking and disgraceful in the utmost degree.
They wounded a soldier (who was pested at the
gate) in the leg by a stone, and'defied the garri-
son to fight with them. Fortunately, the en-



101

trance to the merchant's house was by a gate that
would not admit more than three persous abreast ;
and from this there were steps leading to a gal-
lery : the people hroke through the gate and were
in the act of ascending, when they beheld an ap-
pearance of resistance, which suddenly struck
them with terror, and notwithstanding that this
advanced party were pressed forward by the peo-
ple behind, yet they did not think it prudent to
proceed. Things however were every moment
assuming the appearance of danger: it was clear
that the people wanted to take the merchant by
surprise, and were observed making preparations
to get in at the rear of the house : it was there-
fore deemed negessary by the governor to deliver
the prisoner from confinement ; which was con-
sidered a sort of victory gained, and with which
the people triumphed in a great degree. Tranquil-
lity was then restored, and the merchant was no
longer in danger. Whether the governor consi-
dered the insulting threats of those people, and
their atrocious behaviour, in as sensible a manner
as his officers, we cannot judge : they were indig-
nant and warm for revenge; they conceived there
was an indifference in the governor's behaviour
that indicated submission, and they were anxious
to be assured of it. This was a point of much
delicacy, and which required caution: but the
degree of irritation they were excited to, and
their zeal for the honour of the service, subdued
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for the moment modesty and calm reflection. A
paper, interlarded with expressions that would, at
any other period, have been considered highly in-
decorous, was drawn np, and delivered to the
governor, If the governor had previously been
disposed to chastise the people, this paper quick-
ened his resolution; and every preparation was
ordered for that purpose.

The guns facing the town were accu'dmgly

loaded, and a peremptory message sent to the

people, informing them that they had forfeited
the penalty of their agreement, and that they
must pay it. Although this message was an-
swered by denial and defiance; yet it was neces-
sary to delay coercive operations, until those per-
sons who had property in town, had it secured in
the castle. The towns-people were likewise em-
ployed in removing their effccts, and sending the
useless hands out of town. Thus on both sides

appeared deliberate preparations for war. = The

towns-people were obstinately bent on resistance,
and almost the whole of the garrison were anxi-
ous to prove their detestation at the outrage and
violence manifested by the Blacks. At length
the governor directed two guns to be fired over
the town, preparntorily to his intentions, and at
the same time expecting it wonld be the means of
recalling the people to a state of submission,
But this favourable propesition was not regarded;
and in about half an hour after, orders were
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given to fire into the town : the houses were soon -
on fire, and the whole town presented a scene of
devastation, and it was expected the affair would
end here: but no sooner was the conflagration
over, than the natives re-commenced hostilities by
firing into the castle, and at canoes going off, and
returning  from vessels. Some of their houses
overlooked part of the castle, and, being formed
of clay, they resisted the effects of cannon-shot,
at least so much so, that the shot would go
‘ through, or lodge in the wall; but no further in-
jury was done to it.

The natives were in this manner tolerably se-
cure from the effect of large shot, and perfectly
so from the effect of musketry. It was only
when they appeared, (which was with the great-
est caution, ) that they had to dread the effect of a
musket-bull.  In consequence of thissccurity and
the weakness of the garrison, the people obsti-
nately held out for nearly a month; when they
demanded a truce. It would be tedious and nn-
profitable to relate the whole of the proceedings
that now took place ; suffice it to state, that the
penalty was paid, at least a good pledge for it ;
and by the timely arrival of His Majesty's ship
Romney, affairs were brought to a final adjust-
ment *.

* It may be necessary to remark, that we appear to claim o
right of conquest in Africa, as far as it respects the uatives:
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Those persons whose employment conferred
the title of trade-boys or gnlll-ilﬂ.lners. diligently
studied much knavery, eunning, and dissimula=
tion; and practised them very often with success
against persons who placed too much confidence
in them. DMasters of vessels, particularly those
who were unacquainted with the true characters
of these persons, were often imposed upon.

During the slave-trade, they- were encouraged
in proportion to their expertness and knowledge;
and as they were rewarded in proportion to their
success, they nsed much alertness in seeking for
trade ; and, in order to shew themselves attached
to their employer’s interest, and likewise as they
gained a considerable profit, they were not back-
ward in stimulating a disposition for quarrels and
encouragiug palavers, or lawsuits, which tended to
the slavery of their eountrymen. They acted as
agents or brokers for the men inland, who brought

the Company pay g d-rent and water-custom at most of
their settlements. The people are regulated by their own
laws and customs, and will not submit to our's, When they
agree to any laws between the Whites and themselves, they
generally break them, if they operate against the interest of
the Blacks, The forts have been maintained for the pur-
poses’ of trade only, and to enforce laws is atten

much difficulty, expence, and risk; consequently, it is pru-
dent to avoid hostilities, if they can any way decently be
avoided ; and indeed nmnstln..w.wincmﬁu in that
country isso swall. . . . .

~e - T
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their trade to the sea-side ; and they took eare to
" exact handsome sums for their trouble.” Tt was
likewise their practice, and very likely they still
continue it, to seleet some of the purest pieces of
gold brought by the traders, and replace it with
impure gold, of which they took care to have a
sapply; and by that means imposed on their
masters. A large portion of this base metal was
generally reserved for vessels on the point of
leaving the eoast, particularly Americans. And
we will take the opportunity of mentioning here,
that masters of vessels cannot be too cautious
in the choice of their gold-takers; they should
be well recommended, and good security given
for their conduct.

Lans.

In this eountry, where no figurative or hiero-
glyphie representations are known or practised,
there is no method of recording actions, or pre-
serving them, but by oral tradition; and every
person is carefal to commit to memory, at an
early age, the laws and various customs. The
natives are very particular in that respect ; espe-
cially the pynins, or elders, who may be consider-
ed the oracles of the laws.  This accounts in some
measure for the strong memories of the people
here: in proceedings of a complicated nature,
they are seldom lost in confusion or error: they
relate circumstances with perspicuity, and go

1
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through their different dealings without embar-
rassment. In all their discussions, however, there
may be observed much ambiguity and circumlo-
cution ; they do not come to the matter of fact,
without a display of much oratory, in which they
shew great natural talents. To behold a Fantee
to advantage, he must be seen pleading his cause:
his words are accompanied with action by no
means ungraceful, nor unsuitable to the subject ;
and his attitudes and energy of expression are by
no means contemptible, but on the contrary, we
will venture to say, highly interesting.

Customs, &c.

The customs of this country are very numerous:
we have already noticed some of the most particu-
lar, which are rigidly adhered to. They bury the
dead in their houses ; and will not move from the
spot, if they can possibly help it. If a man die
insolvent, the body does not receive the rites of
burial until his debts are discharged. Plurality
of wives is allowed throughout the country ; and
a man of easy circumstances geénerally has as
many as he can maintain.  His first wife has the
sole management of the domestic affairs within-
doors; while the husband has little to attend to,
in addition to planting corn, yams, &e. &e. in the
season. It wonld be an insult to that delicate
passion and reciprocal affection known in tempe-
rate and civilized countries, to say that any thing
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like it exists here. The men of wealth have a
number of wives, because it is customary for a
rich man to have more than one ; and he adds to
his stock, and neglects or admires in proportion
to his sensual appetite.  Wives are regularly
contracted for; and the mother has an uncon-
trollable right of disposing of her daughter:
she is therefore generally courted with presents,
which seldom fail of inspiring the danghter with
#favourable opinion of her intended hushand.
After a certain sum has been paid, which is re-
gulated by custom, the young lady is dressed and
decorated, according to her rank and circum-
stances, with rich cloths, gold, and valuable beads:;
and led by the female relatives to the house of
her husband, where she is received by his relations
and friends with some ceremony : on the follow-
ing day she is visited by a numerous body of
anxious enquirers. She must continue to wear
her rich habiliments for a week, and publicly shew
herself: by which custom she is known to have a
husband.  As soon as a woman 1s disposed of in
that manner, she becomes the property of her
husband ; he has full authority over her, and no
one can dispute it.

It was a common practice for men who had
young and handsome wives, and who were rather
actuated by avarice than necessity, to send them
abroad to entrap the unwary. The incantious
and innocent stranger was sold, if he could not

12
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pay the accustomed penalty; and the woman had
a share of the forfeiture allotted to her. Although
the men of consequence do not confine their wives,
they are, notwithstanding, watched with suspici-
ous vigilance by the first wife; who is gare to be
well rewarded for her diligence, if any discovery
should be made: sometimes, however, the vigi-
lance of that lady herself has been suspeeted, es-
pecially if she had not lost all her charms; in
which case, infidelity is tried and proved by &
kind of ordeal called * taking of doom.”

This sort of trial, which is connected with
much superstition, and which is resorted to on
many occasions, s conducted a8 follows,—
If the person undergo the trial in a public
manner ; he or she must be exposed in a state of
nudity : but if doom be administered private-
ly, that part of the ceremony is generally
neglected.  After an admonition to confess the
crime, and a long harangue on the danger of
concealing it, a certain quantity of the bark of a
tree deemed poisonous is given to the person ac-
cused; who masticates and swallows it: after
which, large draughts of water are taken; ~and
if the whole be retained in the stomach, itis a,
sign of guilt ; if rejected, a confirmation of inno-
cence. After theinnocence of the lady hplheen
proved in this manner, she is at liberty to shew
herself abroad, habited in white, and her bady
chalked, emblematic of her innocence. 2

-
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It is eustomary for a woman, on being prez-
nant with her first child, to give oblations to the
Fetish, and perform certain rites established by
immemorial enstom. On the first indication of
the flow” of the menses, a female is obliged to
walk abroad, habited in a peculiar manner; thus
publishing her attainment of womanhood.
They suckle their children until they are able to
walk about ; and both sexes generally go naked
until theage of puberty, excepting a girdle worn
about the loins, to which a slip of cloth is affixed
for the sake of decency. The change from ado-
lescence to plj.tbert\' in this country, and which
we will wppme is the same in every Tropical
country, is very rapid; girls become women at
the early age of ten years, and boys men at twelve.
Their decline is equally quick ; at that age when
both sexes arrive to maturity, or to the height of
- accomplishment, in temperate climates ; here they
lose a great share, if not all, of their attractive
qualities and ‘perfections. One sex witnesses
many years of sterility, and the other many years
of imbeeility. "L'here are, however, exceptions to
be found,; not indeed in the towns on the sea-side,
but inland sometimes, where a life of more tem-
perance and regularity is followed, and where lhe

passions are not so early excited.
The dress of both sexes is nearly alike. The
men wear a piece of cloth, of about fonr yards
long and two wide, wrapt loosely about them,

-
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when they are unemployed; when engaged in
any occupation, part of it is folded round the
loins, the remainder hangs down and covers the .
lower part of the body. The men of weaith
wear hats when they travel, and some of them
sandals. In general the women appear with
their breasts exposed : their garment is fastened
round the waist by a girdle or zone, called a
tombah, which is supported behind by folds of
cloth, which form a protuberance, in proportion
to the age and circumstances of the person; and
to a European is a singular mark of consequence.
In front the women of quality and fashion, have
a number of silver keys suspended by a ring to
the tombah, which by their sound annouuce the
approach of the lady from some distance. They
wear bracelets of either gold or beads, or both;
and some strings of heads are worn aboyt the
neck. Both men and women take particular care
in the decoration of their heads; they eut, or
rather shave, the hair with taste and nicety. The
old men shave the whole of the head, excepting
alock or two behind, to which*they generally
keep a piece of gold suspended. Some of the
men allow the hair to grow on the chin; and
whiskers and mustaches, are not uncommon
among them :—we have given it the name of hair,
but in fact it is a woolly substance, and which is
considered as characteristic of the negro race.
A Fantee may be known from others of t.he;‘n,

-
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tives, by small scarifications on the npper part of
the cheek-bones, and on the back of the neck.
Both men and women are particularly cleanly ;
they generally wash their bodies twice a day :
the latter are fond of European perfumes, and
also of those they proeure in the country; and
they are particular in the frequent use of a cer-
tain operation, that excludes the necessity of lax-
ative medicines. Tu all their dishes, pepper is an
universal and necessary ingredient : and, indeed,
from the quantity of bread they consume, and
which is of a strong and solid nature, something
of a stimulating and digestive quality is requisite.
Their principal dish is composed of fish, or ponl-
try made into soup ; to which are added palm-oil
recently exprest, pepper, salt, and eschallots.
This highly seasoned dish is accompanied with
yams, or plantains made into a pudding, or the
bread of the country, which is unleavened ; it is
made of maize or Indian-corn, and called cankey.
The men and women generally eat by themselves:
four, six, or more, place themselves round a bowl
of soup, in which they alternately dip some
cankey, or pudding. They do not drink during
their meals; but after the repast, they sometimes
indulge freely in the use of palm-wine, or of spi-
Tits.

Although the Fantee country is not consi-
dered by the natives as commencing at Cape
Coast, we will, notwithstanding, speak of it as
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part of that country : it is subjected to the Fan-
tees, and the people follow the same laws and
customs as the Fantees do, and may in every re=
spect be regarded as the same people. Much
superstition is intermingled with the laws of the
Fantee country, and they are particularly striet ;
their punishments are fines and slavery, which
amount to nearly the same thing: for, if the
_ guilty person cannot pay the fine, he is by law
adjudged aslave. No corporeal punishments are
inflicted.  Causes are tried by the pynins, or
elders of the people; in whom are combined the
offices of judge undjurors. They generally as-
semble in the public market-place for the trial of
offences : both parties are attentively heard, and
wilnesses examined ; after which, sentence is
pronounced. If the person who is found guilty,
suspect the justice or partiality of the proceed-
ings, an appeal lies to the governor of the fort, or
to the elders of another town or district.  The
pynins are chosen by the public voice; they
sometimes succeed by hereditary right; in which
case, if a deficiency in their legal ‘knowledge be
publicly known, their authority is suspended, and
others appointed by the public. They get a share
of all fines and forfeitures; and when any cause
of consequence is laid before them, it is usnally
accompanied by a present of rum.  In cases
where family-connections interfere, the trial very
often happens by night, for the purpose of pre-

-
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venting any impression which the countenance of
the accused might create. Suicide is considered
with abhorrence : and the bodies of such self-de-
voted criminals are burned, unless a considerable
sum be paid to the pynins for permission to give
them decent sepulture,

All proclamations are accompanied with the
sound of an instrument usnally called gong-gong ;
but the true name of it is dahwool: it is made of
iron, and very often of a mixed metal; and is
shaped something like a bell. A man holds it in
one hand, (if it be large, it is fastened to a piece
of wooed, and carried on the shoulder,) and
beats upon "t with a stick. The sound of
this instrument may be heard at some distance;
but the tone it produces is not agreeable to the
ear, and cannot be described.

In consequence of the strictness of the laws,
crimes of any magnitude are seldom known;
murder is scarcely heard of; and petty offences,
particularly thefts, are not often committed. An
article may be left in the public road without
much danger of its being touched by any person
belonging to the same neighbourhood. They
are particularly cautious of making free with the
property of their own class ; but whatever belongs
to a White man, is considered fair game ; because
they do not dread any severe punishment, not-
withstanding the severity of the laws, and the
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obedience that was paid to them : yet during the
slave-trade, we heard of erimes being perpetrat-
ed almost every day, or at least men and women
seized for offences either committed by them-
selves or others; but false crimes and false wit-
nesses uere very common in those days.

The pffetme of panyaring was carried to such
lengths in this country, as to occasion great an-
noyance to trade, and to preclude public security.
* The word is not Fantee, but the phrase is well
understood.

Another odious practice, but productive of less
evil consequences, was that of brandeeing : this
is another word foreign to the Fauntee language ;
but its meaning was as well understood as that of
panyaring. If a man had slandered another, or
used any words tending to vilify his character,
the injured person repaired to the market-place
with an anker or two of spirits, or less ; and there
invited his accuser to make good his assertions j
who must likewise produce a like quantity before
he can obtain a hearing. If the parties were rich,
they sometimes proceeded until they got to one
hundred gallons, or more ; and if the man were
found guilty, a pecuniary satisfaction was made,
and the spirits went to the pynins, and the friends
and relations of the person acquitted. These
proceedings created much interest; for if the
parties were r.ch, the spoil was generally consider -
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able. There are cerlain days, on which panyar-
ing is interdicted; Tuesdays in some districts,
and Sundays in others.

Of the religion of the Fantee country, we are
at a loss to convey a satisfactory and pleasing ac-
count. 'The chief object of adoration is placed
in the capital of Fantee, called Abrafh, and is
designated, Woorah! Woorah! Agah Nannah!
which signifies, Master! Master! Father of all!
Every town, village, and district, have their fa-
vourite object of worship; as has likewise every
family. On entering a house, something is per-
ceived emblematic of their religion, which goes
by the obscure (and we may say indefinite) term
Fetish. Whatever is supposed to possess the
power of good or evil, or any uncommon quality,
goes by that title : and persons who profess any
uncommon knowledge, and who particularly
worship the Fetish, are called fetish men or wo-
men. The fetish men, or the ministers of their
deity, are in general much respected, and have
considerable power in some places. They in-
dustriously scatter abroad the seeds of supersti-
tion, and diligently disseminate their knowledge,
to the end that they may be regarded with
admiration, and referred to for counsel on every
oceasion of public or domestic ealamity. These
persons are mnever consulted without a gift,
which is geverally proportionate to the nature
of the grievance. Seldom do the indigent
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ask advice of Agah Nanonah!; the rich only,
as a body of persons, can approach him.
This oracle being superior to all others in the
country, and having a number of votaries, re-
quires larger gifts and sacrifices ; and whoever
is most profuse in these, will continue to be held
in favour

The Fantees were originally an inland people,
and governed by the kings of Ashantee: but
when they formed a separate state, we have
no satisfactory accounts to determine. They
Lowever rebelled against the Ashantee govern-
ment, and fled towards the sea; where, it ap-
pears, they remained unmolested until very lately.
When they considered themselves out of the
Ashantee dominifhs, and in telerable security,
they appointed a person to govern them: but as
they dreaded the vengeance of their old masters,
and were fearful that on the promise of faveur or
reward this person would betray them, they had
recourse to a singular expedient to prove his
fidelity. They told him, that he must consent to
lose his left-hand, as the only token they consi-
dered sufficient to prove his attachment to them.
The man hesitated at this extraordmary Mﬁcﬂ
of putting his fidelity to the test; when a gene-
ral mmmur avose against him. Whereupon his
cane-bearer stepped forward and exclaimed, that
if his master were unwilling to lose a hand for
the good of the people, he was not; and laying
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lis left arm upon the block; it was taken off. He
was then constituted their Braffoe ; which term
signifies captain, or leader ; and the person so ap-
pointed, was endued with many privileges: his
family were to be provided for, and considered as
a kind of nobility ; and his power was almost ab-
solute. In course of time, his fa\mily_beq.-nme nu-
merous ; they lived separated from the commau-
nity, and formed as it were a distinct state, which
hence acquired the name of the Braffoe conntry ;
which appellation it still vetains. Some, by way
of }.lest.owing upon it still greater eminence, call
it the Woorah Woorah country. Abral is the
capital of the Brafioe, as well as of the whale
Fantee country ; and it is prancipally inhabited
by the Braffoe race or their slayes. Hence arose
a distinction among the Funtees, which till late-
ly exercised considerable authority, 'The Braffoe
country was the source of all the laws and cus-
toms of the Fantee conntry. If a cause were
laid before a Braffoe, he could decide upon it
without allowing the interposition of the pynias,
or any other branch of the government : and from
his decision there was no appeal. = W hen a Braf-
foe went abroad, he lived at the public expence,
and was usually distinguished by an iron chain
suspended round his neck; and this chain was
longer or shorter according to lineal or collateral

The race of Braffoes gradually ex-
Wed the power that was. given them, until at
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length they became obnoxious to the people, and
were considered a burthen to the state.  There
are not many of the family now living, the Ashan-
tees having nearly extirpated the whole race.

The country about Cape Coast, till lnle]y.
presented an uniform woody appearance: there
was no cultivation of any kind near it, excepting
the Company’s garden : it has, however, under-
gone much improvement ; and now (1811) ex-
hibits a pleasing appearance. Some neat houses
are erected without the town, wherein the pro-
prietors enjoy an agreeable retirement from duty,
or the bustle of employment, and where they
receive the advantage of free air.

The present govemor-m-chlef appears to be
indefatigable in promoting improvement and
caltivation, and in diffusing them by example
among the natives; he has a ril:lﬂy cultivdted
spot, abont six miles distant from the castle,
where European and indigenous plants are
raised with success. This plantation, or rather
aarden, is contiguous to a small river, that over-
flows in the wet season ; and it is very remark-
able, that at this short distance from the sea, the
earth is frequently refreshed with rain, when the
country about the Cape is deprived of it. Hence
we may conclude, there is more moisture inland
than on the sea-coast. An improvement in the
manners of the people, as well as in the country,
may be perceived : but we are sorry to observe,



119

the former does not proceed as successfully as we
could wish ; which, we will not hesitate to say,
15 owing to a want of authority to controul and
keep them within certain limits. Industry, how-
ever, has found its way among them, and that
stubborn spirit which they preserved and culti-
vated, appears to be much nm[gated; and there
1s very little doubt of their m.qulrmn‘ the qua-
lifications necessary to form good characters, and
becoming a useful people, if certain means were
devised ; of which we have already given some
hints.

The want of a river, or capacious pond, near
this town, is a very great inconvenience, not
ouly to the natives, but to the garrison, and
to ships and vessels which resort hither. Abeut
a mile westward from the town is a small lake
of salt water, from which the natives procure
salt without any art, and with very little trouble,
for evaporation proceeds with such rapidity, in
the dry season, that the salt is formed without
the process of boiling and ecrystallizing. It
is amusing to observe the women of this town
seeking for gold : they convey the earth, in which
they suspect that metal to be lodged, to the
-sea-side ; where, with much ingenuity and per-
severance, they examine it in the following
manner, They put the earth into a wooden bowl,
where it undergoes frequent ablutions by a cir-
cular motion until the lighter parts are washed
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away ; the heavier parts of the earth that re-
mains, are put into another bowl : this process is
repeated several times until there is nearly a
bowlful collected ; it then undergoes n ecareful
examination and frequent washings, and the gold
at length is perceived at the bottom of the bowl,

it is allowed to remain, wntil the whole
of the earth is washed away ; when they take it
out, and dry it either by the sun, or by five.
During this process there is much dexterity
and ingenunity to be seen, which are only ae-
quired by much practice.

The first settlers at Cape Coast had not
an attentive eye to their preservation, by
allowing the natives to live so near the castle.
If it were not for this great inconvenience,
Cape Coast would be a salubrious situation :
when the town was destroyed in 1803, it
should have been the first care and object of
the governor to have compelled the matives to
build further from the walls of the castle *, 'we will

* The principal part of the African gold is procured in
the interior, by washing in the beds of rivers and waler-
courses after the rain-water has run off, especially at the
battoms of mountains and hills, in the way above describeds
but there are also mines of gold, particularly about thisty
miles inland of Dixcove, at a place called Amemfi. They dig .
as if forming a well, until they come to a hard dark-coloured

stone, which is interspersed wiﬂ:whchﬂfw somefimes
this ore is very rich. By a present the writer procured a
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suy at least two hundred yards from them: if
this salutary measure were attended to, the ad-
vantage that would arise from it, would be
important, particularly as to health : for, in the
wet and foggy seasons, or when the breeze is not
powerful enough to purify the air, and very
probably during the continnance of the land-
wind, many noxious efluvia float into-the castle :
the vapours arising from putrid fish, colleetions
of rubbish, filthy water, Xc. &c. must impreg-
nate the air of the castle with particles by no
means conducive to health.

Tmprovements.

We have stated, that, with an adequate garri-
son, Cape Coast could defend itself against a
strong force by sea: but one-thousand men
would be requisite to answer that purpose effec-
tually ;—a number which could not be supported
withont a counsiderable sum.  We will, however,
venture to assert, that not only the present garri-

piece weighing about four or five ounces, which, wheao
ground to powder and washed, produced about four penny-
weights of dust-gold. The I!lan.ks not being acquainted with
the firt of mining, nor p g proper tools, employ much
lubour to procure this ore, and are, not uncommonly, lost by
the earth falling in upon them. They speak of working in
the mines as an uncerisin speculation, sometimes paying
them well, ut others not. ?

K
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son of Cape Coast, but the garrisons of every
British fort in the éountry, could be considerably
augmented at a very moderate expence ; and we -
will venture to, predict, that no, improvement of
any importance, either as it regards trade or
eultivation, can be made, nor can we get at the
resources of the country, unless our establshments
here are on.a more respectable footing: in a
military way ; and the present state of the conn-
try urges the necessity ol an increased milil.ary
establishment, on which we will take the liberty
of offering some remarks as we proceed.

Although 'Cape Coast is deprived of many
conveniences and advantages that would make
it as respectable as Elmina; it is, however,
capable of great improvement, without much
expence. The first and most important we shall
notice, is that of making the castle more strong
on the land-side ; which cannot be done effec-
tually without erecting fortifications on those
heights which command it; and we would re-
commend towers as not only the strongest, but
least expensive: one to be built on the site
of Phipps-Tower ; another on a height imme-
diately at the rear of the town, and which goes
by the name of “ The Small-Pox Hill." Phipps-
Hill lies to the westward of the castle ; and from
the summit of a tower erected on it, every move-
ment of the ships of an enemy could be observed
at Elmina, Commenda, and Chamah. A tower

4
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on the other hill would not enly command the
town, but overlook a good tract of country
at the rear of it. Here a question arises, that
brings with it some difficulty : How are they to
be built, without calling for pecuniary aid, or
inereasing the public expence ?. We will suppose,
that every merchant or trader residing at Cape
Coast: would so far perceive the utility of those
towers, that, they would doubtless contribnte
towards their erection : and we will likewise
suppose, that the governor would use so much
authority over those persons who receive gra-
toities from the Company, as to make them assist
i collecting the materials. But admitting that
no effectual aid should be obtained in this man-
ner, every person who is acquainted with the
service, can form some idea, with what facility
the waterials conld be procured, and with what
economy the buildings could be raised. But the
greatest difficulty remains, that of giving them
strength without materially weakening the castle:
this diffienlty may be overcome in a manner,
which we will endeavour to point out.

I'wo eighteen or twelve-pounders can be very
well afforded from the castle, hikewise two how-
itzers ; and fouw men at each tower would be
fully sufficient, excepting when an enemy was on
the coast, or when the castle or town was threat-
‘ened : in that case, twelve or fourteen men at
each would Le necessary, and this number the

K 2
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present rarrison of. the castle conld not afford.
We should however expect, that if that number
were drawn from the castle, it*would be re-
pluced by the Mulattoes of the town, and their
slaves or servants ; who would, no doubt, cheer-
fully come forward on such emergency. The
heavy guns in course would be mounted on
‘the tops of the towers, and upon circular traver-
sing carriages; the howitzers on light field-
carriages that would render them moveable with
facility on sudden occasions. It would be ne-
cessary to surround each tower with a ditch, or
chiveaux-de-frieze, and a howitzer placed at the
gate or entrance. To guard against any for-
tuitous occurrence, no ammunition should be kept
at those places, but when wanted. It is not
necessary to say much as to the advantages
which would ensue in case of our speculations
being realized ; suffice it to state, that cultiva-
tion and other improvements would go on with
greater success : a person would plant with
confidence ; he would be certain that the pro-
duce of his labour and industry would be re-
spected, and within the range of the guns; he
might practise whatever he should conceive
profitable or beneficial, without interruption or
insult.

Notwithstanding the deficiency of a river at
Cape Coast, water sufficient could be procured
without much difficulty, by making reservoirs
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at proper places. The towns-people, we may
suppose, would wallmglv contribute to this great
improvement : for although thev seldom step
beyond the bounds of any necessary exertion,
and common practice, they would soon be con
vinced that their labour would be amply requited
by the convenience of a constant supply of water
near home. The advantage of having reservoirs
of water at Cape Coast will fully appear, when
we consider that the garrison might at all
times have an inexhaustible supply ; and ships,
particularly those of His Majesty, would be
certain of having their wants relieved in that
respect.

As we have said so much concerning improve-
ments, we will take the liberty of proposing
another very important one, which, we will not
hesitate to say, would add to the health of the
garrison and prosperity of the service: this is
an hospital *. A building calculated for the
reception and recovery of the sick is of such
great importance to the service, that we might
expect every difficulty would be removed to
effect it : for it does not require any kuowledge
in the science of medicine to foresee the many
disadvantages which await the sick, when lodged

* An order bas lately come out, to have an Hospital
erected,
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in a small and confined apartment. Let the
disease be a fever or dysentery ; it is obvious,
that the greatest diligence and care imaginable,
added to professional skill, will be too often
defeated, If a physician were called in 1o
see a person under the effects of one of these
complaints, and found him in a chamber of
twelve or fourteen feet square, in a climate within
five degrees of the Equator, and deprived of a
free admission of air; we will venture to say,
his first care would be to have the patient removed
to a more spacious and airy apartment ; and if
that could not be effected, he would entertain
indifferent hopes of his recovery. :

OF late years, much attention has been paid
to improvements about Cape Coast. Roads have
been made, pieces of ground tastefully laid out
and planted, and some shug and neat cottages
erccted. 'These give the country an appearance
very pleasing to any person who is zealous for
the introduction of arts and civilization.

But in the midst of all this desive for improve-
me or two things have been passed over,
which we think are of great consequence, and

@ neglect of which our religious charac-
ter is held by strangers and by the natives in de-
rision : @'he British is the only European nation
in this country, that is deprived ?:' a place
exclusively devoted to religious worship: the
public hall is however substitated for that solemn

-
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purpose : But we trust, that the propriety of
having a place set apart for that occasion will
be clearly perceived. And we hope likewise,

that a decent place, will be formed for a burial-

und, Officers of consequence are buried
withim the walls of the castle: a practice, or
custom, full of danger; the fatal tendency of
which we should be sorry to anticipate. The
natives, whom we call a barbarous savage people,
possess delicate ideas respecting' attention to the
dead : they are careful in preserving the body
against the attacks of ferocious animals, by bury-
ing it in their houses. And although we do
not wish that a sinfilar practice should be adopted
by us; we think, however,” that an inclosed
place (ng matter how rude, or how inelegant)
would preserve the repositories of the dead from
violation. -

Garrison of Cape Coast.

The garison of Cape Coast does not amount
to more than forty effective soldiers ; at least,
© we hear that this is the complement all
but by the addition of the artificers, ths
ber may be increased to eighty, or haps a
hundred : g number, however, only capable of
working eight or ten of the heavy guns with
effect ; and, in case of a determined aud resolute
attack, it cannot be expected that this small
number could make a very vigorous defence.
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© In 1799, w -Cape-coa;'t Castle was threat-

ened by a French squadron, consisting of three

stout frigl@(and smaller vessels, the different’
.garrisons of out-forts were drawn away, to
augment if the castle, which left them at
the mercy. enemy. And if a threat of the
like naturé were apprehended now, We may sup-
" pose the like expedient would be adopted: a
circumstance that requires some consideration.
We would" theréfore strongly recommend the
m.illL  force of the castle to be increased to
two-lihdred men, under the immediate com-
mand of officers acquainted with the theory and
practice of gunnery : who should have their men
trained to the exercise of great guns and mor-
tars. That number could be formed in the coun-
trjr. and, under good officers, would doubtless
prove themselves good soldiers. With this small

~ but respectable force, a vast change would be

made about this castle : the natives would
become more civilized and more industrious ;
many perhaps in England would be tempted
to try the capability of the African spil : spe-
. culations would be attempted with greater pro-
spects of success: trade would be increased ;

. * agriculture would spread to a pleasing extent ;

“and ‘we should hope (and indeed reasonably ex-

pect, in consequence of an extended eultivati
that the air would be so improved,as to render
nasmgennlhthemmm»fme@-
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trymen, as any other part of' the globe between

mmplcs ¢

Mouree.

4+ About four miles from Cape Coast; we come
to a Dutch fort called Nassau : it l; sitnated at a
place named Mouree : the fort is on an eminence,
and in a commanding situation. It was taken
during the American war, by the armament that
went against Elmina; but it was abaadoned
without much injury being done to the fa_&.é-We
have but little to remark at this place. The
country is more woody than about the Cupe, and
the soil appears more moist.

| —
L CHAPTER V.
ANNAMABOE.-----ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF
THE ASHANTEE WAR.------FANTELS.=~==="~
AKIMS.
Annamaboe.

Two leagues from fort Nassau, is situated
~ the British fort Annamaboe ; which is undoubt-
edly the most compact, and the most regularly
built fort in this country, Itis a fortified square;
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built with judgment, and with good materials ;.
and is capable of making a good defence, There
are about thirty pieces of heavy cannon mounted
here ; but, unfortunately, the fort is on a low
situation, and is commanded by a height in the
vear, The' country about Annamaboe is hilly,
with somie lofty trees and thick underwaod : the
soil is in general good, but particularly in the
valleys. 'The coast is rocky and dangerous to
approach at tunes, especially during the rains,
Formerly this place, and Cormantine (which is
only three miles from it), were the greatest mar-
kets for slaves on the Gold-coast: it was not
uncommon to see from twenty to thirty sail of
shipping, of different nations, trading here toge-
ther. The town was the largest and the most
populous on the coast: o its flourishing state, it
was supposed to contain ten-thousand men, some
of them very opulent ; and these acquired their
wealth without labour, but with ease and cer-.' 4
tainty. Like the Cape-Coast people, they werq
remarkably indolent.and unruly, and frequently
committed acts of outrage, without distinction,
or regard to consequences. Some years ago,
they commenced open hostilities against the com-
mander of the fort; which bronght upon them
the indignation of the service : and the doni-
mander was directed to destroy the ‘fown un=
less a sausfactory atonement was made: but
they were obstinate, and would not reconcile
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matters with the chief; who obeyed his orders
very punctually ; burned the town, and routed
the inhabitants from it: but he unfortunately
exceeded his orders, or rather, we suppose, the
governor-in-chief became displeased with him j
for he complained to his superiors, and they
dismissed him from their service. 'This was no
small triumph on the part of the Annamaboes;
for they conceived the chief’s dismissal was in
consequence of his having destroyed their town :
and, influenced by this supposition, instead of
rvelinguishing their ill practices, they gave the
reins to their licentiousness, to the frequent inter-
raption of trade ; and committed acts of violence
to the prejudice both of the Service and the
publick.

The late changes which have taken place ; the
destruetion of their town, with the greater part
of its inhabitants ; and the abolition of the Slave-
trade ; may probably be considered as too great
a punishment for all their transgressions and
offences. The first circumstance (which will
form a remarkable epoch in the records of the
Fantees) has in it such a combination of extraor-
dinary and memorable occurrences, that we have
no doubt but the relation of them will be grati-
fying to the reader : but in order to do this with
as mueh clearness as possible, it is necessary we
should recur to the events that actually effected
it, or were instrumental in bringing it about.
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Origin and History of the Ashantee War.

The Assin country lies at the rear of the
Fantee, and* borders on the Ashantee country.
It was divided into two states: the one governed
by king Cheboo and Quacoe Apoutay ; and the
other by king Amoo. Apoutay, altheugh not
elevated to the dignity of king, held equal sway
with Cheboo ; but they were each subordinate to
the king of Ashantee. A man of opulence died in
Anioo’s town ; and, as is custémary on such ec-
casions, gold and other valuable articles were
deposited with the body in the grave. On this
occasion, one of Cheboo's people was present,
and seeing what was done, watched an oppor-
tunity to rob the grave ; which he effected, and
escaped with the treasure. Amoo his neighboor
sought redress of Cheboo and Apoutay; but
without success: he then laid the affair before the
king of Ashantee; who summoned all the par-
ties before him, gave them an impartial hear-
ing, and awarded in favour of Amoo. Quacoe
Apoutay was detained as a hostage until restitu-
tion should be made: but he, in a short time,
contrived to make his escape, and, when at
liberty, refused to accede to the award made by
the king of Ashantee. On this, Amoo attacked
the town in which Cheboo and Apoutay resided,
and routed his opponents : after this, at the insti-
gation of the king of Ashantee, the parties met
to settle the dispute; but Quacoe Apoutay,
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acting treacherously on the occasion, sent pri-
vately to Cheboo for an armed force to support
him: and a battle was the consequence, which
ended in the death of the man who had committed
the theft, and the total defeat of Apoutay and
his forces. At this crisis, the king of Ashantee,
willing to bring about a peace again, interfered.
He sent two gold manillas, the one to Amoo, the
other to his adversary, directing them to cease
all hostilities ; to which both parties agreed, and
took the manillas. Amoo obeyed the king;
but Quacoe Ap'dutey attacked Amoo, and drove
him in his turn from his town. Amoo, indig-
nant at the repeated. deceptions of Apoutay, ob-
tained succours, and overthrew his treacherous
opponent. The king of Ashantee, still anxious
to reconcile his neighbours, and unwilling to
draw his sword, presented two gold swords and
an axe to Amoo, and recommended him to con-
ciliaste Quacoe Apoutay, and terminate their
quarrels. Amoo consented to obey the king,
but in the mean time was again attacked by his
implacable foe, and totally defeated, and lost in
the contest the golden sword and hatchet. His
opponent committed ravages where-ever he
came, killing messengers, and every man wha
fell imto his hands, not sparing even the king of
Ashantee's messengers! A war with the king
of Ashantee followed hereupon : Quacoe Apou-
tay and Cheboo, dreading his vengeance, fled to

»
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the Fantee country : in consequence of which,
the king sent a message to Acoom, the cabbo-
cier or mayor of Assecoomah ( a small state tri-
butary to the king of Ashantee), accompanied
by a present of twenty ounces of gold ; stating
the necessity of his pursuing his enemies to the
Fantee country ; but giving assurance of the
king's pacific disposition towards the Fantees,
and that his only object was to get into his
possession Chehoo and Apoutay : the Fantees
* would not interfere, nor allow the Ashantee
forces to come into their country, Upon this
 Dawkoanswer, Appey Dougah, - the king of Ashan-
tee’s general, collected, by command of his
master, a large force; and gave the enemy
battle at Buinka, in Fantee : he displayed great
gallantry, and defeated the two kings, in con-
junction with the Fantee forces that had joined
them. Next day, Cheboo and Apoutay having ral-
lied their forces, and formed ajunction with a fresh
Fantee force, gave Appey Dougah battle; but
were totally defeated, with the loss of mauy
killed, and made prisoners: among the latter
was Alm the cabbocier of Abrah, the principal
e oty _ Alarge sum was offered for his
ransom, but reiused and he was committed to the
care of Acoom the cabbocier of Assecoamahyin
shom the king had great confidence ; but this per-
son betrayed his and liberated the enemy.
Quacoe Apoutay, baflled at all points, sent to
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being under some apprehension for the safety of
the British settlements, was inclined to send a flag
of truce with a message to the king of Ashantee,
who was now (May, 1806) at Abrah, and only
fifteen or twenty miles from the coast. The
Annamaboes (who were consulted on the mea-
sure) objected to it; and the design was conse-
quently suspended. The governor was anxious
to know upon what terms the king would consider
the British, and wished to become a mediator;
but the Annamaboes, who placed a vain ‘depen-
dence on their name and strength, fully expected
that the king and his army would be conquered ;
and that if not the whole, the greater part of the
army, would fall into their hands; and hence
were not disposed to pacific measures, nor would
they permit the governor’s messenger to proceed
inland. Shortly after this, a division of the
Ashantee army made its appearance at Corman-
tine, and routing the inhabitants from the towu,
completely destroyed it. The capﬂn of this di-
vision contrived to get into the Dutch fort, and
having pillaged it of a number of articles, tock
up his residence there. It was now time to be-
come acquainted with the king's intentions ; and
for that purpose, the governor of Annamaboe
fort sent a messenger with a flag of truce to the
commander of this division, intimating a wish to
be acquainted with the king’s motives for march-
ing an ariny to the coast, and proposing himself 4
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as amediator. This message, we may suppose,
was conveyed to the king : and on the following
day, three men were observed eoming from Cor-
mantine with a white flag displayed ; and (Mr.
White) the governor, expected thcy were the
bearers of some agreeable and satisfactory intel-
ligence: in this, however, he was much disap-
pointed ; for the commander of that division of
the Ashantee army, being in possession of Fort
Amsterdam, was elated with his success, particu-
larly in getting to the sea-side ; (a circumstance
which inspired him with such joy, that he went to
the beach, and dipped his sword three times in
the sea, some of which he had conveyed to the -
king as a proof of his success:)—whether those
circumstances stimulated him to try the disposi-
tion of the English chief, we know not; but the
message he sent, imported a degree of haughti-
ness by no means agreeable to Mr. White, and
was to this a;fact: That when the governor
would send him twenty barrels of gunpowder,
and one hundred muskets, he would be told what
the king's designs were. To comply with this
demand would be acknowledging too much sub-
mission, and would doubtless give the king a very
indifferent opinion of the British character. Mr.
White behaved politely to the people, gave them
same refreshment, and told them, that he regret-
ted that the king, or their master, did not appear
inclined to come to an explanation, or to coneili«
L
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ate matters: that if the king would point out in
what manner the Annamaboes had offended, he
would use his authority to have satisfaction given:
that until he was assured of their having trans-
gressed, or having injured his majesty, they were
entitled to the protection of the fort, if they
sought for it : and that, finally, if the king's army
should come with any hostile intentions near the
fort, it would be fired upon.

After this, two or three of the heavy guns were
fired with shot for the purpose of giving them an
idea of the destructive power of artillery; and
they were preparing to depart; when private in-
formation was received, that the flag of truce
would be violated in its return, and the men
murdered. Whereupon Mr. White and Mr.
Wilson (a gentleman not in the service,) escorted
them, and left them in safety within a short dis-
tance from their quarters. The governor now
anxiously looked for a definitive reply from the
king, and every assiduity was used to place things
in a defensive position; and the towns-people
having heretofore placed a finn reliance on their
strength, became alarmed, and were solicitous to
be assured of the governor's protection, Mr.
White informed them, that if the king of Ashan-
tee intended to attack the town, he would give
them all the assistance and protection in his
power; at the same time advised them of the
most prudent measures to be employed for their

-
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safety and defence. He instructed them, in the
first instance, to have strong parties on the look-
ont, and to guard every avenué leading into the
town; and, on the first alarm, or approach of the
enemy, to send the old men, women, and children,
to the fort, where they would be received ; and as
many as the fort would not accommodate, to come
close to the walls, where they would be under the
protection of the guns.

At this crisis, Mr. White and the inhabitants
of the town were ignorant as to the strength of
the Ashantee forces, and had but an imperfect idea
of the bravery and intrepidity of the men who
composed the king’s army. It was supposed that
the Ashantees partook of the dispositions of the
natives on the coast, who in general cannot stand
against a regular and determined fire, and often
creep into some concealed hole, when cannon or
musket shot are heard to whiz among them ; or,
if the Ashantees were superior, it was little ima-
gined that their courage, orardour for conquest,
would earry them to the very muzzles of the
guns, and consequently expose them to inevitable
destruetion.

About a week had elapsed, and no news from
the king ; which was no favourable indication of
paci.ﬁc measures. The commander of the divi-
sion at Cormantine, and who proved to be the
king of of Dinkara, sent forward a party to ascer-
tain the strength of the town of Annamaboe, and

L2
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succeeded in gaining possession of a village call-
ed Agabh, sitnated npon a point of land ahout ene
mile eastward from Annamaboe ; whence every
movement of the Annamaboes on that side could
be observed. This was considered an annoyance 3
and on the 14th of June, a strong body (indeed
almost the whole of the towns-people) marched
out for the purpose of dislodging the Ashantees.
The action was clearly seen from the fort. The
Annamaboes were received in the most gallant
and spirited manner by nearly a third of their
force ; and for some time the contest was doubt-
ful. The Ashantees fired with more regulanty
than could have been expected, and their muskets
were well directed : whereas, the Fantees kept
up a confused fire, without taking aim: they
however succeeded ; and the Ashantees retreated
in excellent order, keeping possession of part of
the village which lay concealed in a valley, and
where the Annamaboes did not think proper to
proceed. The Annamaboes were either too con-
fident of their strong position, or thought teo in-
significantly of their opponents, to attend to the
advice given them by Mr. White: for while they
were amused by this small party, the king, with
the main body, was vigilant in securing the dif-
ferent passes leading to the town, and was at this
time only three wiles to the rear of it.

Early on the 15th, those who were on the look-
, out, observed the Ashantee army in motion: the
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alarm was given ; and every man who was able
to carry a musket, repaired to meet the enemy.
As the town was sitnated at the rear of the fort,
and extended some distance inland, no prospect
of the contending parties could be obtained:
smoke was séen to arise from different parts of
the surrounding country, and heavy discharges of
musketry were distinctly heard. Alarm and
confusion now prevailed throughout the town,
and the women, children, and old men, made the
best of their way to the fort, the area of which
they soon filled; after which, the gates were
closed. The volleys of musketry were advancing
very fast, and the Fantees were retreating in
great disorder : one or two great guns were fired
over the town with a view to impel terror on the
assailants; but they were too much elated with
hopes of conquest, and too resolute to be affright-
ed: about eleven o'clock, the musket-balls were
heard to whistle in every part of the fort, and the
Ashantees entered the town in every direction,
pursuing the vanquished to the beach, where the
slaughter was great. -

The Annamaboes conceived, that, with the aid
of their canoes and their knowledge of swim-
ming, they should be able to escape; but they
were pursued too closely by the Ashantees, whose
fury appeared to be insatiable ; men, women, and
«children were followed by indiserimiuate destruc-
tion. During this work of carnage, the governor
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was very active with his small garrison to repel
the assailants: a twenty-four-pounder, that peint-
ed along the beach to the westward, several times
discharged grape-shot among them, whereby vast
numbers must have fallen: a three-pounder like-
wise, which flanked the gate on the East side, was
frequently fired with grape, notwithstanding fresh
parties came on much quicker than they could be
repelled: and at length they came under the
walls, for the purpose of carrying away the wo-
men who could not be received into the fort.
About this period, the governor was wounded in
two places ; one ball struck his mouth, and ecar-
ried away four of his teeth; another ball passed
through the left arm: and nearly at the same
time, an officer and two men were wounded, and
one man killed.

Things assumed now a more serious and dan-
gerous aspect than was apprehended, and gave
the garrison a strong assurance of the disposition
of the enemy, who, it was evident, intended to
bend his utmost efforts against the fort. The
Ashantees were confident, that, by gaining pos-
session of it, a large booty would be obtained.
However, the small number which composed the
garrison of Annamaboe at this period, consisting
of governor White, Messieurs Meredith, Swanzy,
Bmith, and Baines ; also four free mulattoes and
twenty men, including soldiers, artificers, and
servants ; were confident of the severity of their
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situation. The walls being high, and accurately
flanked, and the gates sound and well barricado-
ed ; the governor, from the nature of his wounds,
from great debility in consequence of much effu-
sion of blood, being constrained to retire, and the
command of the fort having devolved on the
senior officer, who perceiving that the cannon in
one quarter could not be used with effect, for the
enemy fired with such precision as to cut off
every man who was exposed at an embrasure, de-
pended solely on the musket; and another man
having been killed about noon, and two more
wounded :—The garrison was now reduced to
the small number of eight, including officers, who
could be depended upon, and the Ashantees were
using every effort to force the western gate; but
were twice repulsed with no small loss. A third
time they attempted it, and endeavoured to apply
fire to the gate; but the man who brought the
materials for that purpose, extinguished the
fire by falling a corpse upon it. In all their
attempts they were defeated with musketry alone,
and notwithstanding that their efforts to gain an
entrance into the fort proved ineffectual, the con-
“test was continued till six o'clock. After this
cessation, and before total darkness came on, the
gnmsun used all posmble energy in repairing in-
Juries, and preparing for the defensive, in case of

hostilities being renewed in the night.
On the following day, a scene replete with the
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horrors of war exhibited itself -—heaps of dead
and wounded aronnd the walls, and for a mile
along the eastern shore, tossed about by a violent
surf :—houses unroofed, and others on fire :—the
sorrowful countenances of the old men, who
sought refoge in the fort; the mournful lamenta-
tions of the women, and the pitiable cries of the
children, presented a picture of exquisite feeling,
and of the greatest distress! Of the number the
town contained, and which we will calculate to
have been at least fifteen thousand souls, we may
suppose that two-thirds of that number perished.
The fort afforded refage to abont two thousand of
every description, and about two hundred escap-
ed to a rock sarrounded by the sea, and at pistol-
shot from the beach, where tliey remained unmo-
lested, and notwithstanding the vigilance of the
Ashantees, we may suppose that two or three
thousand effected their escape. “Without going
into further enquiry, we may venture to state that
" eight thousand Fantees were destroyed ; and al-
though they were attacked by at least three times
their number, yet if they were actnated by one-

third of the bravery of their opponeénts, they

would have committed some execution, and
doubtless would have checked that intrepidity
and ardonr, which were so pre-eminently con-
spicuous in their y. ‘Their resistance
was very feeble; terror seized them at the
eommencement of the attack, and it impress-
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ed them so forcibly, that the sea formed but an
indifferent barrier to their precipitate flight.

‘When the fury of the Ashantees against the
Fantees was a little diminished, they turned part
of their force against the fort with great coolness
and resolotion, advancing with shopts expressive
of their loyalty and courage, to the very muzzles
of the guns. At the East side of the fort, two
three-pounders, which were well served, destroy-
ed numbers of them with every discharge of
grape: bat at the West side, the cannon which
flanked the gate, could not be rendered useful, in
consequence of advantages the enemy possessed,
and whieh were not to be found on the opposite
quarter, where the musket alone was to he de-
pended upon : and we have the authority of the
gentleman who commanded (after Mr. White
was wounded) of stating, that he and another
officer (Mr. Swanzy) fired nearly three hundred
rounds of ball-eartridge in keeping the gate clear,
and protecting those who were under the walls,
Mr, Swanzy was so injured with the recoil of his
musket, that he could not use his right arm for
some days without much pain, and the other
officer (Mr. Meredith) was nearly in the same
state, ' _

‘What loss the Ashantees sustained, cannot be
precisely laid down : the king, prior to his depar-
‘tare from Annamaboe, said, he lost three thou-
sand men: but in that number he probably in-

5



146

cluded those who were carried off by disease.
His men however suffered very severely ; for their
approach was made with such large bodies, that
twenty, thirty, or perhaps more, fell with every
discharge of grape-shot; and the musket not
only killed but very often wounded at the same
time, so close were the enemy.

At this period (the 16th of June,) the fort was
in an awkward state,—completely blockaded on
the land-side, and a very imperfect communica-
tion by sea, and only a few weeks provisions for
the number it contained : add to which, the efflu-
via from the dead bodies, which were approach-
ing fast to a putrid state, excited very uneasy ap-
prehensions. . These circumstances demanded
some extraordinary effort, which the garrison,
from its weakness, eould not attempt. Every
person, from great exertion, and constant expo-
sure to a vertical sun on the 15th, and from soli-
citude and want of rest, was much faug'ucd.
Nevertheless, things wore a more promising ap-
pearance ; whenever plunder was attempted,
which now and then was the case, it met with re-
sistance. There was not, however, any desire
manifested by the Ashantees to renew hostilities,
and every motion indicated a wish for peace.
The garrison too was very desirous of such an
event, but did not wish to be the first to yield, or
to offer any terms without orders from the chief-
governor, 'The king, from his late successes, had
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a high opinion of his power and the bravery of
hisarmy. On the other hand, the small garrison,
notwithstanding its reduced state, had no meln
opinion of itself, and wished to confirm in his
majesty an idea of the superior skill of Europeans.
The governor at Cape Coast was apprised
of the: state of affairs at Annamaboe, and
. lost no time in sending assistance. Two ships
were provided for the purpose, whichsailed from
the Cape on the morning of the 16th : but, from
unaveidable circumst , the re-inforcement the
ships brought, could not be landed before four
o'clock in the afternoon. This re-inforcement
consisted of twelve men and four officers; and
their arrival in the fort afforded much satistaction.
This party was landed under cover of the smoke
of some heavy guns, and was not fired at; but
the canoe, on retnrning, was fired upon, and one
man wounded. It was the governor’s order, that
a flag of truce should be sent to the king, to en-
deavour to bring about an amicable understand-
ing. A white flag was accordingly lowered over
the wall, accompanied with the national colours ;
and when the emblem of peace was observed, it
is impossible to express sufficiently the joy that
diffused itself among the people: the multitude
which erowded around the flags, was inconceiva-
bly great, and it was with difficulty that the king's
officers who were known by golden swords
and axes, could clear the way leading to his
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qnarters: the air resounded with acclamations in
praise of their king, and expressive of their satis.
fattion at the prospects of peace.

And here we cannot forbear remarking, that
although the Ashantees are so remote from polish-
ed or civilized nations, they seem not to be unac-
quainted with the customs of a civilized people,
as they are connected with the rules of war: for
they paid every respect to the flag of truce: a
few indeed of them were making towards the
rock on which were a number of Fantees; but
they well understood the signal of recall, when a
musket or two were fired over their heads. The
flag of truce returned about seven o'clock, with
three messengers from the king ; and they, n order
to justify the king for his proceedings against the
Fantees, entered into a long detail of the origin
of the war, which we have been attempting to
describe.  The king was pleased that the flag of
truce was sent, and expressed his satisfaction by
giving the two soldiers who were the bearers of
it a fat sheep. After a conference that continued
beyond two hours, the messengers departed.

A communication was thus established with the
king and his army ; but it was considered pru-
dent to keep the gates closed until a perfect un-
derstanding was effected. It appeared, however,
that this could not be done, without a meeting
between the chief governor and the king. 'To ac-
complish this, Mr. Meredith tried to persuade the
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king to go to Cape Coast ; but in this he was dis-
appointed : he however gained his majesty’s con-
sent to send some of his confidential and chief
men, to wait upon the governor, and to hear lus
sentiments,

It will, we doubt not, be gratifying to the
reader, if we here subjoin the correspon-
dence between Mr. Meredith and Mr. Torrane,
the governor-in-chief, on this occasion,

Aunamaboe Fort, June 17, 1807.

A
Mr. White direets me to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter to the governor of Elmina.
The state Mr. White is in, being much
weakened with loss of blood and other causes,
prevented him paying that attention to your letters
which they demanded : and my duty was such,
that I could not spare a moment to write you
fully. I had a conference with three of the king's
messengers last night; and at this instant there
are two men with his majesty : when they return,
you shall be acquainted with the vesult. I have
already mentioned to the king, that Cheboo
would be given up; and if it was agreeable for
him to send his cane, and one or two of his gold-
headed swords, I would engage their security by
going to Cape Coast with them. The message
received from the king was of a favourable ten-
dency ; and I trust he will perceive the expedien-
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cy of putting an end to this sangninary war, Be
assured, we are all so employed on various duties,
it debars me more particularly of giving you
a further detail of our proceedings. But I trust,
by a messenger this evening, to relate fully every
circumstance attending this very severe contest.
The party were landed in safety, viz. twelve pri-
vates, one corporal, with Messrs. Bold, Galloway,
and Woolbert. Both ships will remain here un-
til to-morrow. I am well pleased with the atten-
tion and assistance afforded us by Captain Coley.
Iam, &e.
Hexry MEREDITH,

Colonel Torrane,
Governor-in-chief,
&e. &e. ke
Cape-Coast Castle.

Annamaboe Fort, June 17, 1807.
SIR;

I wrote you this morning, acknowledging llle
receipt of your letters, and, agreeably to my in-
tentions then, I take the liberty of stating more
particularly the occurrences in this garrison on
the 15th and subsequent toit. T beg leave to re-
mind you, that we were prepared for any attack
that might be made upon us, by any body of men
unaccustomed to the shock of artillery; and I
believe Mr. White assured you of the confidence
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he placed in the officers and men under his com-
mand, and every soul was animated with a desire
to do his daty.

[Here follows a description of the battle as be-
fore related.] L

The resinforcement you was pleased to send,
got on shore without any opposition about four
o'clock P. M.; and I assure you, we were very
ghrl to receive them, as, from the severe duty we
had undergone the preceding day, we were much
cut up by fatigne. About six P. M. the flag of
truce, with a corporal and private from the de-
tachment you sent, were conveyed to the King:
and as they proceeded, they were warmly greet-
ed by the Ashantees. The message the king re-
turned, was modest : he said, it was not his inten-
tion to commence hostilities with the fort, nor to

distress any of the Whites; his enemies were the

Assins and Fantees; and he now conceived his
anger against them pretty well assunaged.  This
morning (17th), according to agrcement, his
messengers came, and said, that the King wished
to see the same person that conveyed the flag of
truce, that they might hear from his own lips,
what he had to deliver. Accordingly, T sent
them with Dutton, a man of quick understand-
ing, to hear more particularly the sentiments of
his majesty.  After remaining some time hearing
the opinion of his counsellors, they returned;
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_and after some preliminary discourse, they ins
formed me that the king had deputed six of his
principal men, with six deputed by the men of
power in his train, to repair to Cape Coast to
hear what you have to say, and to negotiate. In
course of their communication, the king deplored
the number of lives that were lost in consequence
of the fire from the fort.

As the messengers mean to repair to Cape
Coast, I will forbear relating every particular.
The king seemed to say that he most have those
who sought protection in the fort: this he only
hinted at, and probably the same may be hinted
to you; but in giving them up, we ought to be
assured of their being used kindly. Isend a ca-
noe with this, and have agreed with the messen-
gers, that you will send canoes, and a guard for
their protection. Mr. White's travelling cance
is in good order; therefore be pleased to send
eleven canoe-men for her. This canoe, with
three more from the Cape, will, in my opinion,
be fully sufficient to convey the whole twelve
messengers with their guard. The number of
persons here are reducing our provisions very fast ;
and if not removed soon, some of them will be
most likely starved, or will be the cause of some
serious malady : the sooner we are rid of them
the better. But if you can gain theic pro-
tection, it will be a humane act. Mr. White,
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who, I am happy to say, is in a fair way, desires -
his respects.
I am, &c.
(Signed) Hexry MEREDITH.

Colonel Torrane,

Governor-in-chief,

&ec. §e. &e.

SIR;

Both your letters of yesterday’s date I have
received: the latter has given me particular sa-
tisfaction, not only as it affords every prospect
that this war will be terminated, but also as it
removes great anxiety from my mind respecting
the state of Mr. White's wounds. The assurances
you now give me, that he is in a fair way of re-
covery, are highly gratifying. I dispatch eleven
canoe-men for Mr. White's canoe; and I also
send three other canoes. I trust, the king will
appoint persons of sufficient consequence to ne-
gotiate with me: I have an earnest wish to see
the king : make this desire known to him; tell
him I think it may essentially lead to the ar-,
rangement of affairs of much importance; that I
have greatly to deplore with him this war; that
although these events cannot always be guarded
against, they may even ultimately bring future
good consequences: and herein I think much de-
pends on our meeting. Assure the king, that
notwithstanding the steps I have taken to give

M
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protection to the Fantees, I have ever held him
i the highest respect, from the many reports I
‘have heard of him; and that, had I seen any
messenger from him antecedent to his attack on
Arnamaboe, I am of opinion we should have
avoided the blow in that quarter. The king I
understand to be a man of strong mind: it will
naturally suggest itself to him, that a meeting
between us may be of vast importance to the
country. Assuré him, I have too high a consi-
deration for my own character, as well as his con-
sequence, to suffer the smallest indignity to be
offered to him : that if he will come to the castle,
1 shdll be proud to shew him every honour; and
that I will give every possible security for his
personal safety. I have apartments ready for
him, and officers shall be sent to attend him here.
On receipt of this, send your accustomed mes-
senger to the king, saving, that you have a letter
from me, and that an officer will wait personally
on him to explain the contents, This officer with
this letter in his hand, you will send (say Mr. F.
L. Swanzy) as early as yon shall receive the
king's reply. T know not whether you have a
good flag foe the oceasion ; T therefore send one.
Mr. F. L. Swanzy will have two flag-bearers ;
one with a white flag, the other carrying the uni-
on; and he will be very particular in explaining
‘every part of this letter, and do his utmost to
persuade the king to visit the Cape. He may
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also add, that a ship can be procured, if he (the
king) prefers coming that way; and that an
officer of distinetion shall be sent to accompany
him. In a few words, Mr. F. L. Swanzy will do
his utmost to persuade the king to visit the castle,
An officer should come here, with the gnard you
send to protect the messengers. You must let
me know, of what ¢ Juence the me gers
are, that I may treat them accordinglx ; and this
it will be advisable to acquaint me of before
their arrival. )

1 am, &ec.
(Signed) Grorce TORRANE.

To Henry Meredith, Esq. ’

Although these men proceeded to the Cape, it
was found that nothing important could be trans-
acted without an interview with the king; and
for this purpose Colonel Torrane was obliged to
go to Annamaboe, and a day was fixed for a con-
ference. To give as favourable and as respectable
an opinion as possible of the British, a number
of articles as presents were sent to the king ; and
as many officers and soldiers as the service could
afford, were assembled to attend the governoron
the day appointed : but previous to those prepa-
rations, and a few days after the flag of truce was
received by the kingy Chehoo (one of the men
who was the cause of the war) was secured hy
the governor at Cape Coast, and sent to Anna-

M2
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maboe, to be delivered up to the king, in expee-
tation that any further effusion of blood would be
prevented, and that it wonld be the means of sav-
ing the Fantees from entire destruction. These
benevolent purposes were not realized: the king
had proceeded so far in the war, that he could
not recede™Wwithout displeasing those auxiliaries
he had with him, and who expected a vast deal
of plunder; and besides, Apoutay and Acoom

were again in arms, and collecting all the Fan- ’

tees they could to oppose the king's progress. On
the day appointed for t!:e interview, the governor
and his party were put in motion; and althongh
the procession was not very numerous, it was ar-
ranged with taste, and made no despicable ap-
pearance. About twenty of the Company's ar-
tificers, habited in a neat manner, marched in
front; a gnard of foriy men, and a band of mu-
sic followed them; next walked the governor,

followed by ten ofiicers, two and two; and some,

gentlemen-traders (who were enticed from the
Cape by curiosity ), brought up the vear. When
the procession had got a short distanee, it was met
by u principal man, who was sent by the king to
conduet the governor, and to keep off the multi-
“tude, which was assembling in great nambers ;
some of whom had never seen a White man.
Notwithstanding the authority of this person, and
the exertions of his attendants, the curiosity of
the people was so great, that every avenue waa
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erowded ; which, by preventing the circulation
of air, angmented the natural heat of the day;
and this inconvenicnce was farther increased by
the patrid smell from the dead Lodies, and the
vast swarm of flies. The governor was obliged
to visit each man of rank, before he could be re-
ceived by the king ; a ceremony thats could not
be prudently denied, and which occnpied some
time: for those men had their several courts, and
collectively had formed an extensive circle.
Every one of them was seated under a huge
umbrella, surrounded hy attendants and guards,
with young persons employed in fanning the air,
and dispersing the flies which were numerons and
troublesome, One of those men and his attend-
ants excited some curiosity and attention: his
dress and appearance were so different from those
of the others, that it evidently proved, he must
have come from countries sitnated a considerable
distance land. Ie 'was a tall, athletic, and
rather uorpnlent.m'ma, of a complexion resembling
an Arab, or an Egyptian.  His dress was heavy,
and by no means adapted to the elimate. He
wore a cap that ecame down below his ears; and,
being made of yellow eloth, it did not contribute
to diminish his tawny complexion. He was a
follower of the Mohammedan religion, possessed
much gravity ; but was communieative, conde-
seending, and agreeable. He had about him a
great number of sentences (rom the Alkoran,
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which were carefully incased in gold and silver,
and upon which he set a high value. He wasa
native of Kassina, a country that appears to be
situated to-the South of East from Tombuctou.
He said, he had been at Tunis, and at Meceg ;
had seen many White men and ships; and de-
scribed the method of travelling over the great
desert. This person commanded a body of men,
who fought with arrows, as well as muskets:
four of the arrows were found in the fort; they
were short and pointed with barbed iron. He
had many persons in his train, whe were of the
same colour, but varied a little as to dress: they
were all habited in the Turkish manner, but did
not wear tarbans.  After the ceremony of visit-
ing thase persons was over, the governor was con-
ducted towards the king, who was surrounded by
a number of attendants, whose appearance bore
evident signs of riches and authority: chains,
stools, axes, swords, flutes, message-canes, %c.
were vither of solid gold, or richly adorned with
that wnetal : those dazzling appearances, added to
damask, taffety, and other rich dresses, gave a
splendour to the scene, highly interesting. When
the governor approached the king, and when an
interchange of compliments had passed, the air
resonnded with the noise of musical instruments,
such as droms, horns, and flutes. After some
conversation, during which much politeness was
observed in the behaviour of the king, the gover-
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nor wished this ceremonial visit to be returned ;
which was agreed to, and a convenient place was
found te receive the king and histrain, The go-
vernor, his officers, and attendants, were formed
in a half-circle, and seated under the shade of
some trees; and a passage of sufficient breadth
was formed by the soldiers for the king and his
attendants to pass through. It was full two hours
before his majesty was announced, so numerous
ewas his train.  Eachman of rank, as he advan-
ced, paid the necessary compliments agreeably to
the custom of his country, and then filed off. It
was previonsly directed, that the king should be
received with arms presented and the grenadiers
march when passing the soldiers. This mark of
distinction and respect appeared to give him much
satisfaction : he halted to observe the orderly be-
haviour and uniform appearance of the soldiers ;
and the martial air that was playing, seemed to
produce the most agreeable sensations on his mind,
The writer had an opportunity of seeing this man,
\He was of the middle size, well formed, and per-
fectly black, with regular features and an open
and pleasing countenance. His manner indicated
understanding and was adorned with gracefulness;
and in all respects he exceeded the expectations
of every person. His dress was plain: it con-.
sisted of a piece of silk wrapt loosely about him ;
a wreath of green silk ornamented his head : his
sandals were neatly made, and curiously studded
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with gold. He was not distingnished by any
gold ornaments, as his attendants were. One
man who was dressed in a grotesque manner, and
who appeared to act the buffoon, was, literally,
loaded with gold.

As this was a visit of ceremony, no business of
consequence was transacted.  The king politely
enquired after Mr. White, and expressed a hope
that he would soon be well of his wounds. He
said he would move from Annamaboe soon, as his
army felt ill effects from the water, and from the
dead bodies. After this visit, every confidence
was placed in the king and his army ; and as the
gates were now opened, a free admittance was
allowed : various conferences of a favourable na-
ture were carried on between both parties; but
peace with the Fantees was considered impracti-
cable. Apoutay had escaped the king’s vigilance ;
and Acoom was at the head of a strong party,
and marching towards Annamaboe to give the
king battle. The king assured the governor,
that after he liad subdued his enemies to leeward,
he would return to Annamaboe for the purpose of
making arrangements relative to the futore wel-
fare of the country, and the regulations of trade.

Tt was agreed, that those residing under British
forts, provided they observed a neutrality, shonld
not be molested ; and that every respect should be
paid to the British flag. The governor likewise
procired the release of those who sought refoge

1



161

in the fort, although the king contested his right
to them ; for this reason, that as he destroyed ihe
town, he had a claim to every person, and to
every thing belonging toit. On report of Acoom
being in arms and making preparations to attack
the Ashantees, the king ordered his army to col-
lect and march to meet him. Two days subse-
quent to the kings departure (3d July), Acoo’s
party and the advanced guard of the Ashantee’s
met ; a battle was the consequenceg, which ended
in the defeat of Acoom, who with his party would
have been cut off, if a river that was in their rear
had not favoured their flight ; the fordable parts
of which were known to them, but not to the
Ashantees.  After this defeat, the king’s enemies
dared not shew themselves in the field in any
force: they however sapported a kind of preda-
tory warfare, and were sometimes snccesstul in
cutting off small foraging parties. As the
Ashantees proceeded to leeward, desolation ac-
companied them ; almost every town and village
were laid in ruins ; but disease, which got among
them at Annamaboe, and which spread rapidly,
carried off vast numbers.  This unexpected
calamity altered the king's intentions: he could
not return to Annamaboe without risking the loss
of his whole army ; prudence therefure directed
him to face towards his kingdom, leaving at
Acera a sufficient force to dispose of prisoners,
and to convey them in safety to Ashantee.
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Cheboo and Apoutay, who appeared insepara-
ble friends at the commencement of this war, and
throughout it, fled to Cape Coast with about five
hundred followers, as soon as they perceived the
Ashantees approaching towards Annamaboe, on
the 15th of June. The Cape Coast people were
willing to afford them protection and assistance:
but when the governor heard how t.l:iugl were at
Annamaboe, he warned them of the danger, and
advised them to be neutral. When an acconnt
arrived’ at Cape Coast of the desperate attack
made on Annamaboe fort, the governor came to
the resolution of securing, if possible, both these
men, and delivering them up to the king, as the
most probable means of not only putting an end
to the war, but of securing the king's friendship.
A party was accordingly selected for that pur-
pose; but Apoutay, after a warm contest, where-
in some were killed on both sides, effected his es-
cape. Cheboo was not so fortunate; he was se-
cured and sent to the king, as we have already
mentioned : his followers too made a precipitate
flight, leaving behind them some bulky articles,
among which were the whole of Cheboo's rega-
lin, which were carefully lodged for the king:
and it had the effect on his disposition that was
intended ; it gave a favourable opinion of the
British, and assured him of the governor’s friend-
ship ; and at the same time it abated the desire he
encouraged, to be revenged for the-loss his army
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had sustained on the 15th. For he concerted a
design to attempt the fort by storm, and Wednes-
day the 17th was the day appointed for this eng
terprise. The plan was not badly arranged, and
was to be conducted in the following manner.
Six thousand men were to be selected ; half of
them destined not ouly to mount the walls, but to
apply a quantity of gunpowder under them ; the
explosion from which was expected to shake the
fort very much, and likewise to create such a con-
fusion within as to cause the garrison to be off its
guard : the other half were to keep up a con-
tinued firing. The plan was averted by the pru-
dent policy of the chief governor, not only by his
securing Cheboo, but by bis alaerity in demand-
ing a truce, whereby the king's resentment was
cooled, and his inclinations diverted towards pa-
cific measures.

. No sooner had the king and his forces faced
homewards, than Acoom and his party again took
the field, and were joined by others, which in
the course of a short time increased to a formida-
ble body. He was successful in cotting off strag-
gling parties of the Ashantees, who, being allur-
ed by plunder, delayed to join the main army.
After this, Acoom was considercd a commander
of no small merit. It was industriously spread
abroad, that he compelled the Ashantees to re-
treat, and that even the king was in danger of

being taken by him.
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When the Fantees considered themselves ne
longer in danger, and when they had recovered a
ttle from the effegts of the war, they formed
plans of revenge on those who were neutral, or
who in. the least assisted the AShantees against
them. Being now reduced to a state of poverty,
they were willing to embrace any means, where-
by thiir condition would be amended, or a plan-
sible pretext for plunder would be enconraged ;

and war offered them the most favourable means
of carrying on their designs. War was nccard-
ingly declared aguinst the inhabitants of Elmm
and Accra.

From motives of policy.' the Fantees did not
think it prudent to declare openly against the
Cape Coast people, who were perfectly acquaint-
ed with their intentions, and vol rily came for-
ward with a sum of money, and offered their as-
sistance in the intended expedition: against X

Elminas. In this state were aflairs in 1809, " !
Althougli the inhabitants of Elmina and Ac,m‘\ > .{N‘
were collectively accused of giving away Fay ‘.;;’

who sought for succour among them, yet th
Fantees were particularly enraged !gllmﬂ M
individuals of those towns; one of whom (ﬂm
Neizer, a mulattoe) was accused of encourag
the Ashantees to come to the wniur-glde and sup-

plying them with arms and ammn‘ﬁur the

other (Mr. Sackey, a respectable Black man at 1
Accra) was accused ofmahmg M‘Rﬁh god ol
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lodged in his care, and disposing of some Fan-
tees who were under his protectlull. Respecting
the guilt or innocence of these persons, we shall’
forbear entering into any enquiry : we m ay, how-
ever, remark, that the people of Elmina, Acera,
and even of Cape Coast, very probably partici-
pated in that kind of spoliation, to which ayan-
quished people are exposed or liable, by greedy
and avaricious observers: but the Fantees consi-
dered it impolitic (as is above related) to come to
an epen rupture with the inhabitants of Cape
Coast ; and they expected that those two men
would readily come forward with large sums to
prevent their respective towns and families being
involved in war. Neizer would not listen to any
pmpumtlon of Lbnt nature ; but Sackey very im-
prudently ‘advanced, at different payments, no
less a sum than three hundred and twenty ounces
twelve ackies, equal to one thousand two hundred
and eighty three pounds of the currency of this
country, with which he expected the Accra peo-
ple would purchase a peace: but larger sums
were demanded ; and Sackey at length saw his
ervor, and withheld bis liberality,

The Fantee forces were now divided into two
bodies; one of them was joined by a strong par-
ty of \Vam\n, and proceeded against Elmina;
ﬁe other ag‘aum Accra, Elmina was blockaded

ly six months ; and after many ineffectual
attempts to take he town, the Fantees and War-
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saws raised the blockade, and retired to thezr‘m-
spective homes, in May, 1810.

" The party which was destined to g0 against
Acera, advanced towards that town in March,
1810; but meeting with a vigorous resistance,
they retreated with precipitation, after losing
about one hundred men. The Fantees having
thus failed against both those places, did not
deem it prudent to renew the attack immediate-
ly; and an unexpected change, unfavourable to
the Fantees, soon followed, which will give us
oceasion again to introduce the Asl:lfutces. X

The king of Ashantee, hearing by a message

sent to him by the governor of Elmina, how
troublesome the Fantees were to their neigh-
bours; and knowing that the preservation of
Accra was of importance to him, being the only
“huaritime state his subjects could trade to without
interruption ; was determined to give them as-
sistance.  He accordingly levied two armies for
this purpose ; one of them to proceed to the Fan-
tee conntry, the other to Accra. The army that
proceeded against the antees, and which con-
sisted of only about four thousand men, routed
them in every engagement. 'I'his body of Ashan-
tees made their appearance on the coast on the
Ist of March, 1811; but they did not long re-
win here; for, hmrmg supplied themselves with
thc different articles they were in want of, they
returned with their prisoners and boety. The
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army which was marching towards Acera, met
with an unexpected and severe check from the
king of Aquapim; through whose country it had
to pass in » order 16 get to Accra. This man, it
appears, was with the king of Ashantee in his
first expedition ; and not being rewarded, per-
haps, in proportion to his wishes or expectations,
took advantage of this occasion to be revenged.
" He watched an opportunity when the Ashantees
were dispersed insmall bodies, and surprized and
destroyedﬂ,;;lumhers of them, before they could
escape or collect for their defence,

This man, thus shaking off’ his alleginuce, and
becoming a formidable enemy, obliged the king
of Ashantee to levy a strong force: twenty-five
thousand were soon in arms under the command
of Apakoo, the king's captain-generdl ; and pro-
ceeded to be revenged upon Quaw, the king o
Aquapim ; who, like all others of the king's ene-
mies, fled when he heard of this formidable force
coming aguinst him,  He directed his route to-
wards Crobo, a country eastward from Aquapim;
but was soon followed by Apakoo at the head of
twenty thousand men; having left five thousand
to watch Quaw in case he should return to his
country. When the Ashantee general got to the
Crobo country, he heard that Quaw bad fled to
Addah: and be hastened in pursuit of him. Bat
when he got to Addah, he was much disappoint-

. edin not finding his enemy. Quaw, by secret
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intelligence, diligently watched the movements of
the Ashantees ; and before th y got to Addah, he

was on his return by a private route inland.
Apakoo, in consequence of thisunsuecessful and
long march, was much enraged, and committed
depredations against the imhabitants of Addah
and Crobo, who, he suspected, had favoured the
flight of his enemy : and when he torned his back,
the king of Crobo declared himself against the
Ashantees. Apakoo being in this manuer divert-
ed from his designs against the Fautees, got Mr.
Flindt, the governor of the Danish fort at Addah,
inte his possession, and had him conveyed inland,
While these transactions were passing in this
quarter, the Fantees were again suddenly awa-
Kened by an unexpected event in their favour :—
the king of Akim, who was in alliance with, or
®ibutary to the king of Ashantee, suddenly with-
drew his fealty ; but not in so treacherous a man-
ner as the king of Aquapim ; and marched along
the coast to the Fantee country; giving out, that
he came to drive the Ashantees from the Fantee
country, and exhorting every person capable of
bearing arms, to repair to his quarters. He was
joined by the inhabitants of Agoona, and other
small districts, and soon found himself at the
head of about three thousand men; with this
force he wished to impress the Fantees with a
great idea of his power, and succeeded so far, as
to cause his name (Attah) to be dreaded and
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respected. 'This man, in conjunction with Tan-
do, governed the Akim country, and was tribu-
tary to the king of Ashantee. He refused obe-
dience to the king's orders, by not going against
the Fantees: which produced a dispute between
himself and 'Tando, who drove him out of Akim:
and, being joined by a number of persons hostile
to the Ashantee government, he became a respect-
able, an unsettled, and desperate warrior.
~ The garrison of Annamaboe consists of the
governor, who is vice-president of the council ;
two officers, a serjeant, corporal, and eighteen
men; a force by no weans adequate to the
strength and importance of the place. The fort
can accommodate fifty soldiers with ease; and
that number would be able to defend it against a
powerful army of natives.

CHAPTER VI.

CORMANTINE.~-~-TANTUMQUERRY .-—-APAM .~-=-
WINNEBAH, ~-~-BERRACOE, -—---ACCRA <=~
PRAM PEAM.-—-=-NINGO.====-RI0 VOLTA, ===~
ADDAH.~-==QUITA ~--CONCLUSION.

&DU_T three miles from Annamaboe is situ-
ated the town of Cormantine, where the Dutch
. N
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have a fort, called Amsterdam. It was built by
the English, and was the first fort erected by us
on the Gold-coast. It is sitnated on an eminence
that overlooks the ses, which renders it particu-
larly airy. It was taken in 1662, or 1663, by the
Dutch admiral De Ruyter ; since which period it
has continued to be possessed by that nation.
We have dilated so much on Fantee affairs that
little is lefi for us to remark concerning this place.
It has been observed, that the Ashantees, in 1807,
found their way into this fort, and plundered it of
what provisions it contained ; since which, the
place has been neglected.  The Fantees residing
in Annamaboe, taking advantage of this neglect,
demanded of the Putch government the sum of
forty ounces, under a threat of destroying the fort,
if this sum should be denied them. The Dutch
government would not eomply with their demand;
in consequence of which, the Anvamaboes
marched out, headed by their king; and as the
fort was incapable of making resistance, it was
pillaged ; the guns rendered useless, part of the
walls levelled, and the artificers attached to it
made prisoners.  From Cormantine, the cosst is
rather flat and sandy, until we get to Tantum,
where it is bold and rocky. o

Tantumgquerry is about six leagues from Cor-
mantine. The fortis on an eminence about mus-
ket-shot from the beach: it is small and confined,
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and only capable of defending itself against the na-
tives. The landing here is difficult and dangerous;
the only passage is between two rocks, which will
only admit one canoe. The Fantee country was
considered formerly to terminate here; but the
changes which have happened of late vears, give
no exact boundary to that conutry, until we get
nearly to Accra. The inhabitants of Tantum
partake of the character and disposition of the
Fantees, already mentioned.

About eight or nine miles from Tantum, is si-
tuated the district of Apam, or Apang: where
the Dutch have a small fort, near to which is a
small river. The country hereabout is more
open than about Tantum ; and the landing is less
dangerous. The town of Apam with a number
of its inhabitants were destroyed by the Ashantees
on the 1st of March, 1811 ; and in about a week
following, when the Ashautees left the place,
Attah, the late king of Akim, marched towards
it, in the expeetation of cutting off part of the
Ashantee army. He entered the fort, pillaged
every article that could be carried off with ease,
destroyed the gun-carriages, reduced part of the
walls, and nearly laid the whole fort in ruins: a
serjeant who was on command, and the Compa-
ny's slaves, escaped to Berracoe. The reason as-
signed for this violence was, that the serjeant
did not inform the Akims of the direct route the

N2



172

Ashantees took ; whereby, they said, they were
prevented from coming up with them ; and that,
consequently, they had effected a safe retreat.

About eight miles from Apam is situated the
town of Winnebah, or Simpah; where the
British have a small fort. The fort is seated ra-
ther on an eminence, and overlooks the town,
which is situated direetly ander its walls; a very
great inconvenience.  The landing here is gene-
rally safe; and at times, boats may beach without
danger. Althongh the fort overlooks the town,
yel it eannot secure the landing-place in conse-
quence of the honses, which are situated between
the beach and the fort. lndeed it would appear
Lo strangers a most unaccountable neglect, not
only here, but at other places, in permitting the
matives to stop up the avenues leading to the land-
ing-place, and to live so near the fort.  If the se-
curity of the fort, and the preservation of pro-
perty landed on the beach, had not been thought
of; healih should have been .an object of some

consideration,

About four miles westwnrd from Winnebah is
a remarkably high land, that goes by the name
of the Devil's-hill ; near to which is a salt-pond.
There is a river about two miles eastward from
Winnebah, which is capable of supplying ships
with good water, for which a small doty is paid
to the pynins of the town, The natives swim



173
the water off to the ships’ boats, at a moderate
expence.

Winnebah, as well as other states westward of
it, was formerly called the Afetn country: but it
beeame connected with the king of Agoona's ter-
ritory, aund in course of time became o separate
state, under a mixed government of the elders and
the community. It is still considered as form-
ing a part of the Agoona country. The kings of
Agoona are now extinct, and the Agoona coun-
try is merely a nominal appellation, under the go-
vernment of one person. Strictly speaking,
Winnebah may be considered as under the con-
troul and power of the Fantees, particularly at
the present period. They however retain their
primitive language Afeetu, and some part of their
customs. .

The country about Winnebah is not so confi-
ned with wood, as other parts of the coast ; itisin
some places clear and open, forming on the whole
a pleasing variety of woods and plains elegantly
decorated with clumps of trees. The country
immpediately at the rear of Winnebah ecanuot be
exceeded for beauty and variety. An extensive
domain, laid out with all imaginable art, and
stocked with deer, hares, partridges, guinea-fowls,
&c. &c. will convey a strong ideu of the country at
the rear of Winnebah.

The fort of Winnebah is somewhat larger than
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that of Tantum, but it is not so regularly con-
structed.  The bastions are not in proportion to
the curtains, and a sort of horn-work or.ravelin,
that projects from the face of the fort, is very
awkwardly constructed, The fort was neither
built with jadgment, nor with good materials;
but it is eapable of improvement at a moderate
expence. | The garrison of this fort amonnts to
no more than seven soldiers ; a number not capa-
ble of defending it against the natives: it should
have at least a complement of thirty men, a num-
ber which would render the fort respectable, and
prevent impositions and insults to those who from
time to time might be under its protection. The
natives of this place, from time immemorial we
may say, have been notorious for every species of
licentiousness ; they possessed a degree of feroci-
ty beyond any others-with whom we are ac-
quainted : they lived entirely by plunder ; during
the Slave-trade, they supplied their exigencies in
a very quick and summary method, by seizing,
very often, the innocent, indulging the vietim
with the form of a trial, having him sold, and the
amount divided among the parties concerned.
"They could not move without the boundaries of
their district, throngh fear of the law of retalia-
tion: and by these horrid practices, this town
was continually involved in every kind of excess.
The fort was continually embroiled in disputes
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with them ; and candour obliges ns to state, that
two instances have come to our knowledge, of
two governors. having been literully flogged! by
the people of this town ; one captain of a ship,
nearly flogged to dedth; and another, almost
murdered : besides other cruclties and indignities
too painful to relate.

The natives, not only here, but at Capé Coast,
Annamabae, and other places, are too well ac-
quainted with our weak condition ; and although
they are convinced they could not stand against
an open attack, yet they know we are only for-
midable when surrounded by walls and guns.
It was a most fortunate circumstance for the Bri-
tish charaeter i this country, that the Ashantees
made a trial of their courage and strength against
Annamaboe: if they had attacked any other fort
under similar circumsiances, they most probably
would bave succeeded ; and although that affair
is generally known throughout the country, yet
the spirit for warfare, which is spread in every
part of it, has gradually lessened that fear and
respect, which that event was calculated to create.
At present, the British is the only Ewropean pow-
er that appears to support itself with tolerable
respect. We hear of contributions being im-
posed on our neighbours ; forts pillaged ; gover-
nors threatened with torture, or beheading ;
others actually murdered; and one gentleman,
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Mr. Flindt ¥, surprized, and now a prisonér with
the Ashantee army. However, in the midst of
these alarming circumstances,  the British have
not been permitted to enjoy perfect tranguillity.
The stivernor of this fort was setiously threaten-
ed twice by Attah, the late King of Akim; of
whom we have already made mention. He sent
a percmptory message in March last, demanding
a quantity of powder, lead, and a number of guns;
accompaniéd with threatening language, caleu-
lated to excite terror, and a strong idea of his
power. This demand was not complied with ;
but a present was sent to him as & token of friend-
ship, with an assurance of the desive the British
had of supporting a strict neutrality : he was like-
wise acquainted, that polite language would be
more becoming his dignity, and that his threats
were expended to no favourable purpose, In
July, 1811, he sent another message, endeavour-
ing to levy a contribution, but attended with less
threatening language than the ficst.  In this he
was likewise disappointed ; and we believe he
would wish to be revenged, if he thonght his re-
venge could be satisfied with little danger or loss.
In consequence of this, the governor is obliged to
keep within certain limits; prudence restriins

* This gentleman was Lifely set at liberty, affer having
been five months and three days with 1he Ashantee army.
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him from walking any distance from the fort
through fear of being surprized.

The town of Winnebuh was formerly the
mast popalous in the Agoona country : it con-
tained about four-thousand souls. War and
other casualties have reduced that number con-
siderably : and. the population may now be
estimated at two thousand.

For the purpose of making this description of
the Gold-coast as complete as we possibly can, the
following account of the Agoona country is ad-
ded. [Itis taken, with triling additions, from the
fourth Report of the African Institution.

The Agoona country, of which Winnebah
forms a part, extends about twenty miles in
length from East to West, and about fifteen
miles in breadth; being situated between 35
and & 30" of North latitude, and from 10
to 30 of West longitude. The sea forms
its boundary on the South and East; on the
West, North, and North-east, it is bounded
by the countries Aceron, Adjumacoon, Assin,
Akim, and Acera; the three first of which are
connected with the Fantee country.  The aspect
of the country varies considerably; insome places
it is flat, and rather marshy ; in others, it rises
into hills ; in some, it runs into open plains of
considerable extent ; while, in others, it is richly
covered with wood. The climate is esteemed

3
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comparatively healthy : it certainly is more tem-
perate than that of many other places on the
same line of coast. The height of the thermo-

meter is usually fromr 75 t0980"; in the rainy -

séason it-has been observed as low as 737,

The seasons may be divided into the tornados
the rainy, and the dry. The tornado season
commences in March, and continues about two
onths ; the rainy season begins about the énd of

-, May, and ends in August ; the dry season follows, -

and continnes, with trifling variations, thegnghout
the remainder of the year; that is to say, from
August till March. About the end of Deecemn-
- b!l', or beﬂmmng of January, in every year,
and sometinies in February, the Harmattan wind
blows, and continues for four, six, or eight days,
and sometimes for a fortnight.
Near the sea, the soilis i many places light and
sandy, and therefore unfavourabl® for the enlti-

vation of most articles of Tropical produce ; and.

where it is of a different description, many plants
are found not to thrive, partly, as is supposed,
in consequence of the coldness and humidity of
the sea-breeze or South-west winds, which meet
with nothing on the shore to 1nitigate their
severity ; and partly, because the air is thus
impregnated with saline particles thrown up by
a constant and generally violent surf. About two
or three miles from the sea, the soil is found to

F 3



179

be much more productive, and it gradually im-
proves as it recedes, till, at the distance of six
or ecight miles from ‘the shore, it is so fer{.ile
as to be well atlapted for the crowth of almost
every article of Trnpic:!l calture. The climate at
this distance is also improved, and so tempefate
as to favour the cultivation of European plants
and seeds.

THé only mineral production w hich has hithers
. to been discovered in this country, is gold : their

- method ef procuring which the natives endea-
~ ¥our fo conceal from Eu_”pmus: and they

are obviously very ignorant of the proper means
of searching for mineral bodies, or of “orluug
them when discovered.

The domestic animals are sheep, goats, hogs,
dogs, cats, common fowls, ducks, Xe.: those in !
a wild state are leopards. hyenas, buffaloes, hogs,
deer, hares, ant=bears, musk-cats, squirrels, alli-
gators, monkeys, snakes, &e. k¢,

There is but little timber in this country _
applicable to ship-building ; but there are several
kinds well adapted” for house-building and cabi-
hel.-%vqu. and other useful and ornamental pur-
poses ; though not in any great abundance:

The chief vegetable productions here are maize
(of which there are two crops in the year), millet,
yams, cassada, sweet potatoes, plantains, ban-
nanas, sugar-cane, various kinds of pulse, pepper,
cabbages, oakras, eschallots, besides pine-apples,
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and other Tropical fruits. Cotton grows wild in
some places ; and the indigo-plant is to be seen
in various parts. The Indian pepper grows in-
land ; and that fruit justly called the miracu-
lous berry, which, on chewing, imparts an
agreeably sweet taste to acids, is semetimes
brought to the coast ; the natives name it
assahbah, and they call cotton assaba; names
very similar, although so wide a difference in
their signification. : :

Their present system of agriculture is indeed
very rude and defective ; but it might be greatly
improved, by introducing among them horses
and horned cattle; and proper implements of
husbandry; as well as useful seeds and plants, if
they had at the same time the benefit of the
enlightened example and instruction of intelli-
gent Buropeans, who might be induced to en-
gage in agricultural pursuits; and provided also,
that their industry were exeited and encouraged
by suitable rewards.

At present, all the land in the country forms
a common stock, and no part of it can be appro-
priated by any individual, except during the
time he actually cultivates it. There are ex-
tensive tracts of unoccupied land, not above
a tenth part of the whole being in cultivation.
Any native of Agoona who chooses to clear
and cultivate any part of the unoccupied land,
becomes the exclusive possessor of it for the time ;
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but if he should afterwards allow it to be waste,
he ceases to have any peculiar claim to it;
it may be occupied by any other individual.
Among the patives, no such thing is practised
as the lease or sale of land, except in the case of
Europeans, who sometimes for five or six pounds
may obtain the appropriation of a considerable
tract of land. Their title to lands so obtained is
not likely to be disturbed ; but in the present
state of society, unless they had the means of
protecting thewselves, if necessary, by force, the
produee which they might raise could not be
considered as altogether sccore.  Their best
means of protection would be to have a con-
siderable number of hired cultivators in constant
pay, who would serve the double purpese of
cultivating the soil, and protecting the fruits of
their labour from pillage. Labourers may easily
be had at the rate of from ten shillings to
twelve shillings and  six-pence per month *.

* The fact is, that all over the country, land is so plenti-
ful in proportion to the population, that every man euts
down the wood upon a piece of ground where be pleases :
this is burned upon the spol; and when the rain com-
mences, he sows his maize in the ashes, and progures a plen-
tiful crop without the trouble of breaking up the ground at
all. Next season he manages a fresh piece iu the same man-
ner. For yams, plantains, &c. they clear more permanent
plantations.
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Agoona contains no navigable river; butitis
tolerably sopplied with fresh water, by means of
rivalets, which flow through it, and branch off in
a variety of directions. The chief towns are :
Winnebah (or, as the natives call it, Sinpah),
Agoona, Berracoe, and Fettah. Their present
extent and population fall very short of what
they were before the late desolating expedition
to the coast, made by the Ashantees. Indeed
the whole population of the state cannot now be
estimated at more than ten-thousand souls; of
which number, seven-thousand may be considered
as women and children. The country, however,
has begun to recover from the effects of that dis-
astrous war, and its population appears to be on
the increase.

Immediately on the sea-coast, the people derive
their subsistence chiefly from fishing ; in the
other parts of the country, from bunting and
agriculture : few, and only few, gain their live-
lihood by trade. This trade consists in pur-
chasing from Europeans, in exchange for gold,
cowries, and a few other artieles, East-India cot-
tori goods, iron, lead, spirits, tobaceo, tobacco-
pipes, guus, gun-powder, vessels of brass, and
woollen and cotton goods of British manufac-
ture. 'The Indla cotton manufacture is most
esteemed, not only here, but on every part of the
coast. They afterwards barter or retail these
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articles with their countrymen, and persons from
the interior, for gold, provisions, palm-wine,
palm-oil, Xc. Xc.

Cowries and gold form the current medinm of
exchange ; the former are universally esteemed
on the sea-coast, from the facility of their being
reduced to a very small sum: forty cowries make
a string, and fifty strings a head: thus two thou-
sand cowries are equal to one ackey of gold; and
sixteen ackies of gold go to the ounce, valued at
four pounds sterling. A labouring man, in the
p]entiful senson, that is, from September to April,
or May, may subsist abundantly on two strings of
cowries, or iwo pence farthing, a day ;1 even
for five, ten, or twenty cowries, the cravings of
the stomach may be relieved. Gold cannot be
reduced in its native state to such a low ex-
change ; which gives cowries the preference. 3
When the men inland, or, as we call them, the
bush people, exchange gold for cowries, they
only get forty strings for the ackey.

The means of increasing the trade of tlus
country, and of every other country on the coast,
obviously cousists in opening a free intercourse
with the interior, in introducing an improved sys-
tem of agriculture, and the arts of civilized life;
in enlarging their knowledge, and exciting théir

“industry ; and, above all, in establishing suchia

government and police, as will secure them in
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the cujoyment of what they way acquire by
exertion.

The government, politieal institutions, and
laws of Agoona, resemble in o great degree
those of the Funtees. In some cases, the cabo-
ciers, or chiefs of petty distriets, are hereditary ;
in others, they are elected by the people. These
chiefs occasionally assume a despotic power ; but
in general they do not retain it long ; the peaple
frequently revolting in such cases, and expelling,
or otherwise punishing, the usarper. The chiefs
are assisted in the administration of the laws by
a kind of judicial senate ; the members of which,
called pynins, are chosen by the people from
among the elders of the district: and it is their
office to hear and decide causes, and pronounce
the sentence of the law. ‘Théy must be consi-
dered as having an interest in eondemning per-
sons who are accused, as they have a share of all
fines and forfeitures. The pynins are the only
depositaries of the law ; and in order to preserve
and transmit the memory of them, they hold fre-
quent meetings, at which the laws are promul-
ged, or rather rehearsed,

The moral standard of the people is extremely
low ; they appear to have no idea of restraint,
beyond what theif own interest, or the dread of
punishment, imposes; and besides that, their laws
are both too loosely framed, and too partially ex-




185

ecuted, to have a powerful effect in cudrbing men's
passions. They are without any education, or
diseipline of a moral kind ; and from their earli-
est infancy are habituated to examples of inhu-
manity, fraud, and licentionsness ; in short, the
moral principle is not cultivated among them, so
that there is hardly any act which will attach
disgrace or infamy to the individual, or even
bring reproach upon him, if he do but pay the
penalty of the law !

Their religious system has no tendency what-
ever to improve their morality. It consists al-
most entirely in a superstitious dread of suffering
from some malign influence, and in the faith they
repose in the fetishes, or charms which are furnish-
ed by the I'etishmen, or priests, for the purpose
of warding off the dreaded evil. The people in
general do not appear to engage in any kind of
worship ; and although, on certain days, they ab-
stain from their ordinary employments, yet they
assign no reason for this, except that it has been
the custom to do so. The Fetishmen however,
who may be considered as an order of priests, en-
gage in certain forms of worship and religious
ceremonies; and they are supposed to hold com-
munion with the demon, or Fetish, and to obtain
from him the knowledge which is required for the
exercise of their profession ; which is, to solve the
doubts and perplexities of their followers, and to

0
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furnish them with the means of averting the evil,
sither actual or possible. Their profits arise from
the presents made to the Fetish hy the votaries:
these they appropriate to their own use, and they
are often of considerable value. The Fetishmen
usnally connect themselves with the persons in
power, and are often serviceable in strengthening
the government, and enforcing obedience to the
law, as they have great influence among the peo-

" ple, and continue to be respected by them, even

when the government has fallen into disrepute.
At Winnebah there is an annual sacrifice of a
deer made to the Fetish. Human sacrifices take
place only when a man of eminence dies. The
victims are selected from among the slaves of the
deceased, and are generally old and infirm per-
sons. Such sacrifices, however, very seldom oc-
cur in Agoona. With respect to intellectual ca-
pacity, these people do not discover any natoral in-
feriority to Europeans, yet, at the same time, their
attainments are as low as can be imagined ; their
minds not being improved by any kind of culture,
they are wholly ignorant of letters; and the pre-
vailing language, which is the Fantee, has never
been reduced to writing, The language itself is
soft and harmonious: the following short speci-
men of it gives the proper names of men and
women, according to the day of the week on

which they were born.
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Days of the Week. Men. TWomen.
Sunday Quashie Aquishewali |
Monday Cudjoe Adjuah
Tuesday Quabino Abinabah
Wednesday ~ Quacoe Eccoah
Thursday Quow Abbah
Friday Couffee Effuah
Saturday Quamina Ambah

Numerals. Numerals,
1 Akur 7 Ashun
2 Abien 8 “Aountchie
3 Abiasah 9 A’coon
4 Anun 10 Adue
5 Enuomb 100 Ohah
6 Acien 1000 Apim*®,

Arts and manufactures are in a low state
among them. They make canoes, fishing-nets,
hooks and lines, hoes, bills, baskets, mats, and
various other articles of the same kind; and
some of them can work as masons and carpenters.

* The Fautee language is wnderstood on all parts of the
coast, from Apollonia te Accra, und 10 a considerable dis-
tance inland: it is understood in Ashantee, where the lan-

differs very little from Fantee. This is probably the
effect of the Fantees being great traders, and travelling over
so wany parts of the country,
o2
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The amusements of the young consist chiefly in
dancing and singing : those more advanced in
years amuse themselves by relating the exploits
performed in their youth. The women of this
country, as in all countries where polygamy is
practised, are in a degraded state ; they are lite-
rally slaves to the men, and perform almost all the
labprious offices, as grinding corn, procuring fire-
wood, and water; they do every thing, in short,
but fish, and plant corn. The women also gene-
rally act both as physicians and surgeons. The
prevailing complaints are venereal, fevers, fluxes,
rhenmatism, and leprosy; for the cure of which
they use for the most part certain herbs which
are natives of the country. They sometimes
have recourse to bleeding, by means of searifica-
tion and cupping ; and these operations are per-
formed with much dexterity by the women.

About three leagues from Winnebah, is situat-
ed the Dutch fort of Berracoe, likewise a town
of that name, but called by the natives Seaniah,
or Seniak which signifies a bason. The conntry
hereabouts is more woody than about Winnebah,
and s equally fertile. The fort is on an eminence,
but in a defenceless state. Attah of Akim laid o
contribution on this fort in March, 1811: after
being disappointed in this respect at Winnebah,
he was resolved to satiate his malignity on the
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person who was in command of this fort; and
who, being a mulattoe and a native, was more
exposed to his rancour. This man had not pro-
perty sufficient about him, to satisfy the demands
of Attah, and to save himself and the persons
belonging to him from the danger that was im-
pending : he was therefore placed in an awkward
position’; but after some entreaty, he was per-
mitted to go to Winnebah for the purpose of so-
liciting the assistance of the commander of that
fort, to extricate him from his difficulties. He
was only allowed a limited time, at the expira-
tion of which, if the sum demanded was not
paid, vengeance was denounced against him.—
The gentleman who commanded Winnebah, did
not hesitate to lend the sum required ; which pro-
bably saved this man’s life, and the lives of those
belonging to him. Some months after this cir-
cumstance, this unfortunate man was put to
death by the natives of Acera; as will be related
hereafter.

About nine leagues from Berracoe we come to
Accra, where the English, Dutch, and Danes,
have settlements.  Accra is an independent state:
it was formerly governed by the kings of Aquam-
boe ; which country and that of Aquapim lie at
the rear of it. 'The town of Accra lies in about
6° 31' N, lat. and about 10" W. long.; and its
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appearunce is very picturesque, particularly from
the sea; white buildings and honses present
themselves anteriorly, and at the renr is an ex-
tensive plain, studded in a fanciful manner, with
clumps of wood, imhabited Ly deer, hares, and
other wild animals ; and the prospect is terminat-
ed by high land, rising gradually; forming on
the whole a most pleasing appearance. Being
thus surrounded by an open country, Accra is
rendered the most healthy spot on the Gold-coast;
it is likewise more cool than other situntions: the
soil, however, is of a light and sandy kind ; which
forbids the inhabitants to follow the caltivation of
corn, yams, plantains, sugur-cane, and other pro-
ductions, which require a moist and rich soil. Tt
is favourable for cotton, cassada, ground-nuts, and
pulse. The natives too attend to the breeding of
poultry, hogs, sheep, &c.; which pmdnuu alive-
lihood fo many.

J Acera is the only country on the Gold-coast,
that has a free trade with the interior; and it is
in general very much resorted to by the Ashan-
tees. This free intercourse with that nation not
only diffuses money among every class, but im-
proves their manners, and renders them more ¢i-
vilized than their neighbours: for the Ashantees
are evidently better acquainted with the rules of
decency and morality, than any people we know
of in this country; and ‘from their long inter-

Y
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course with the inhabitants of Accra, they have
acquired habits of meekness and sobriety, which
are more visible in them than i any of the natives
on the sea-coast, especially the Fantees; who
are, in comparison, an indolent, faithless, and fe-
rocious peaple, and their caboceers, or petty chiefs,
in general drunken, deceitful, and avaricious,
ever seeking an opportunity to gratify their pas-
sions.—Some respectable natives who reside here,
and who have had the advantage of education in
England, likewise contribute, by salutary exam-
ples, to improve the manners of the people. We
are sorry, however, to add, that this fair picture
is not without its blemishes : some palpable ex-
ceptions have lately manifested themselves among
the people of Accra: but we are confident, that
those who are well acquainted with these people,
will agree with us in opinion, that those deviati-
ons from their usual behaviour arise more from
the impulse of momentary frenzy and the irrita-
tion of a desperate situation (to which they have
been lately exposed) than the effects of natural
malignity and vicious disposition.

In conformity to our original design of enter-
ing into a true, impartial, and candid examina-
tion of the country, we will relate two events which
have happened here, and which probably reduce
the character of this people to a standard beneath
the most profligate and abandoned characters on
the. Coast.
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A merchant, in the commencement of April
last, was on the point of sailing fr om the conntry .
and stopped here to arrange some of his trading-
concerns. He bronght with him some Fantee
canoe-men, who were always in the habit of at-
tending upon him, and whom he directed to re-
main on-board the vessel, as the Fantecs and Ae-
eras were at war.. He knew it wounld give rise
to some quarrel, if the cance-men came on shore,
Some Accra canoe-men who were employed in
conveying water off to the vessel, made use of in-
sulting langnage to those Fantee people, which
produced replies equally indignant, and inflamed
the Acera canoe-men not a little: but as they
could not indulge their rage on the canoe-men,
they were resolved to be revenged on their master:
and no sooner were they landed, than they spread
evil reports, which soon breught together a con-
siderable moh of the lower order of people, who
surrounded the house the merchant happened
to be in, and threatened vengeance against him.
Some wanted his head, others were satisfied with
securing his person, as a pledge for the surrender
of the canoe-men. At length, after some inter-
cession, doubtless on the part of the fort, the mer-
chant was permitted to be at liberty, but not
without paying merchandize to the w of
forty-two pounds sterling.

The second event, which is of a.lnglcai na-
ture, happened as follows.—The person who com-
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manded Berracoe Fort, and who, although a na-
tive, was considered from his behaviour on an
equal footing with a White, went to Acera, in
July, 1811, for the purpose of arranging some
matters belonging to his service. He lodged in
the Dutch fort, and in course conceived himself
in perfect safety. He had not been long here,
when one of the Accra Fetishmen conceived a
design of proceeding to a river about six or eight
miles westward from Accra, in quest of fish. He
was surprized and seized by a party of Fantees,
who were in the neighbourhood, and conveyed to
Berracoe ; where he was beheaded. When the
people of Accra missed their Fetishman, they im-
mediately suspected what had happened ; and, in
the night, went in a strong body to the Dutch
fort (or rather the remaius of a fort), where they
soon made an entrance, seized the person of Mr.
Vanderpuy the Berracoe chief, and murdered
him in a cruel manner; they likewise destroyed
six of the Dutch Company's slaves whom he had
taken with him from Berracoe.

The government of Accra is of a mixed na-
ture. An aristocratic form is very often blended
with a large portion of democracy. When the
different caboceers are permitted to exercise a full
authority, their proceedings resemble those of the
kings of Africa in general; but this arbitrary
power is confined cliefly to their slaves; a free
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man has a right of trial before the pynins. Tm-
peachments and trials are not nearly so common
here, as in the Fantee conuntry. Disputes are
settled with more readiness and moderation.
Avarice is not so predominant as among the
Fantees ; a moderate fine generally suffices:
whereas slavery is the ruling punishment for al-
most all erimes in the Fantee country.

Superstition is cherished here with much care.
The Fetishmen are usually habited in white, a
colour held here, as well as all over the country,
in great veneration. It is considered as emble-
matic of innocence and perfection, and on all oe-
casions where Fetish obtrudes, or when it is con-
sulted, a white vestment is displayed by the Fe-
tishmen, or priests. The customs of this country
bear such a similarity with those already related,
that a description of them m:ght be deemed

superfluous *.

-

* Two of the most remarkable of these customs we must
aot, b , omit to mention: they aresuch as may occasion
imuch speculation, from what source the inhabitants of &
small distriet of Accra derived them, when the surround:
people, as far as we are acquainted, do not practise the same.
One is cir ision, which is performed on boys about ten or
twelve years old: the otber, inocwlation for the small-pox,
which they effect by inserting the variolous matter into a
small puncture upon the wrist. & 4
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The language of the Accras seems to be pecu-
liar to themselves It bears no connexion what-
soever with the Ashantee or Fantee language:
it resembles very much the Afetu language,
and is supposed to be vnderstood as far as the
Rio Volta; which favours an opinion of their
originating from those parts. It is very pro-
hahie they eame from Popo ; for Mr. Dalzel, in
his lnstory of Daliomy, mentions that the greater
part of the Aceras fled to Popo in the year 1680,
when the king of Aquamboe threatened them :
and we can hardly suppese they would have
sought an asylum among the Popos, if there had

been no family-connexion.
The English fort at Accra is called Fort James;
and would be respectable, if it had its comple-
ment of men : it mounts some heavy cannon to-

~wards the sea, and towards the Danish and

Dutch forts.  Like all oor forts, the garrison of
this place is too feeble ; it should have a com-
plement of at least fifty men, which would render
it a vespectable sitaation. 'T'his fort possesses an
advantage which all the other British forts want:
the town is not close to it ; and being kept more
clean than towns in general in this country, the
fort enjoys the henefit of pure and refreshing air,
and also commands the landing-place in an
eflectual manner. The landing here is often
attended with danger ; the place is rocky, and
the passage intricate, particularly at high water.
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The Enghsh and Dutch towns almost Join each
other; and in every other respect the inhabitants
are united.

The Dutch fort, ealled Creveceeur, was nearly
demolished in the American war, by the same
force that failed against Elmina. An attempt
was made to re-build it not many years ago;
a curtain and two bastions were raised, facing
Fort James, and mounted with cannon : but this
work has very much gone to decay, and the fort
altogether may be considered in a dilapidated
state.  Both places are within the range of
point-blank shot.

The English and Dutch towns have been
threatened by the Fantees since 1809; and a
strong body went against them in March, 1810,
which met with a severe repulse ; since which
period, the Fantees are contented to keep up a
blockade: and the king of Ashantee has pro-
mised the people of Accra every assistance, and
levied a large army for that purpose; but the
treacherous conduct of Quow, the king of Aqua-
pim, and therebellious behaviour of Attah, thejoint
king of Akim, have averted the designs of the
Ashantee general, and reduced the people of
Accra to great distress. It is now reported
(September, 1811,) that the Ashantee army is
on its march to Accra; which doubtless will be
the cause of great changes in this part of the

country.
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At the distance of two and a half or three miles
from Fort James, is situated Christiansborg cas-
tle *, the head-quarters of his Danish Majesty’s

* Christiansborg was built by the Portuguese; in what
year, cannot be accurately laid down. It was but « small
fortification, and resembled a block-house more than a fort.
The Swedes expelled the Portuguese; and in the year 1657,
his Danish majesty Frederick IIL. sent an expedition to the
coast of Africa under the direction and command of Sir
Henry Carlof; who conquered the Swedish forts Caralush
(now Cape Coast), Taccarary, Anpamaboe, and Ursu Luflgt
(now Christiansborg). At this period, the Danes bad erected
a fort near Cape Coast, and mamed it Friederichsberg ;
(which was afterwards purcliased by the Royal African
Company, and destroyed). The governor of this fort
enlarged Ursu Lodge, and gave it the name of Christionsborg.
The Daoes remained uninterrupted wmasters of this place
until the year 1679; when it was treacherously sold to the
Portuguese by a man vamed Peter Bolt. In 1683, it was
restored by order of the king of Portugal ; nd in ten years
following, the Aquamboes, who then lived a short distance
from Accr, took possession of it, at the instigation of the
Ursu Caboceer, in the following manner. They brought
down a number of slaves, and a large quantity of gold and
ivory, in exchange for which they would take nothing but
guns and powder. This was agreed to by the governor;
who also consented, that the guns and powder should be
proved before they were taken out of the fort.  Having uow

harged ber of their muskets, they loaded them with

a
Iml.len which they bud concealed, and in a moment seized
the unguarded garrison, as also every White person in the
fort; there was but little resistance mude; no lives were
lost; and the fort was plundered, but not injured. The
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forts and settlements on the Coast. Tt is bmit
something after the manner of Elmina, but not so
large. 'There are likewise three other forts be-
longing to the Crown of Denmark ; two of them
on the left bank of the Rio Volta, and one about
forty miles East of Clristiansborg, Through
the political changes in Europe, the government
of Denmark is prevented from sending supplies
for the support of its establishments here. Not
only the Danes, but the Dutch also, are support-
ed by a trading intercourse formed on the most
friendly terms with the English ; the good or
bad policy of which we will not undertake to in-
vestigate, The Danes were the first to abolish
the Slave-trade, and consequently were before
all Europeans in the introduetion of planting and
agriculture. Not only the governor-in-chief, but
other gentlemen in the service and ont of it,

Ursn Cab was laimed governor, and compelled
both English and Dulch Whites, who had eccasion to pass
the fort, to pay their obeisance to him; after which, he
generally treated them civilly, and frequently honoured them
with a salute from the greal guns. Fe often indulged
himself with a salute, sometimes at midnight. The next
year it was delivered up, through the intercession of the
Dutchmlm,udunhmemhqp:db’thu
government.

Christianshorg bas, since that period, hﬂnqp-u-
sion of the Danes, and almost every governor has made some
addition to it; until it bas at length he_ihgt luﬂ

irregular pile of buildings, as it now appears.
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have their respective plantations. The governor
of Christiansborg (Mr. Schionning) has an ex-
tensive plantation about fifteen miles inland,
where coffee, cotton, and other productions
have till lately promised an abundant increase,
and clearly exemplified the capabilities of the
country, if once exerted by enterprise joined
with persevering industry. The flattering pro-
spects this gentleman’s industry exhibited, were
suddenly Dblasted by the disturbances in this
country. By some means or other he became
odious to the king of Ashantee’s general; and
when his army commenced their march, Mr.
Schionning considered it no longer safe to re-
main at his plantation. When the Ashantees
got to the place, they destroyed the house and
out-buildings allotted for himselfand people, and
committed every sort of depredation. The hatred
of the king’s general against Mr. Schionning did
not end here : he accused him with favouring the
flight of Quow and Attah, and positively re-
quired the Blacks of English, Dutch, and Danish
Acera, to deliver him into his hands, to underzo
the punishment he coneeived due to his be-
haviour, My, Schionning, in consequence of
this, was constrained to keep within the walls of
his castle.

There is o neat chapel erected here, and when
the service was in a prosperous state, n school
was established for the education of children of
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hoth sexes. 'The chaplain was at the head of the
school ; and it was an agreeable sight to behold
youth of hoth sexes, decently clothed, pro-
ceeding on Sundays to hear Divine service,
Indeed, both Danes and Dutch have shewn a
greater desire to insteuct and improve the minds
of the natives than the English ; althoug]l. we
believe, some years ago, the gentlemen at Cape
Coast associated for the purpose of forming a
school for the education of children of every
deseription ; and the institution commenced and
proceeded with favourable hopes of success: but
it was at length suffered to fall into neglect,
and finally to be disregarded.

About forty miles from Christiansborg castle
is situated the Danish fort of Ningo ; but before
we arrive at it, there is a small British fort, an
appendage to Accra, situated at a place called
Pram Pram, and at the distance of eight miles
from Ningo. 'The head Fetish of this part of the
coast is placed at Pram Pram; and it is sur-
prizing with what ready compliance, and with
what deference, obedience is paid to it: one
instance of the dread and respect paid to this
demon of superstition, may not be unacceptable,
and we trust will suffice.

_An English gentleman, who was governor of
Fort James at Accra, had a son by a slave of his.
Ou his departure from the Coast, he bestowed




201
upon her, with her freedom, sufficient to render
her respectable and independent ; aud she after-
wards became the wife of the caboceer, or chief
of Aquapim; a country which (as we have
already stated) lies at the rear of Accra. The
child, when.arrived at a pfoper age, was sent to
England, and after having been educated, re-
turned to this country, and resided in a respect-
able manner at Cape Coast. When the king of
* Ashantee revisited the coast, he had in his train
this caboceer of Aquapim, who brought his wife

with him, with a view, probably, of giving her an

opportunity of seeing her son. She made a
journey to Cape Coast for that purpose, and was
received by her son with kindness: but, as it
afterwards fell out, she did not experience that at-
tention and kindness from his wench, or wife, that
was expected ; and after a visit of a few days she
departed, but carefully concealed her resentment
till a fit opportunity offered for displaying it in its
effects. Not many months after this, the son died,
leaving some property to his wench, but none to
his mother ; which when the latter heard of, she
conceived the design of being revenged on her
daughter-in-law for her former inhospitable treat-
ment. She laid her case (accompanied with a
gift) before the Fetishman at Pram Pram; who
gave her claim the sanction of his support. After
which, she dispatched a message to- Cape Coast,
demanding half of the property left to her daugh-
™
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ter-in-law, under the penalty of delivering her
over to the power of the Fetish. This demand
and threat acted so foreibly, that the poor widow
instantly caught that infeetion, which a dread of
mcurring the displeasure of the Fetish will create,
and became inconsolable: in vain did she assure
the mother-in-law, that no property was left her
by her husband but a trifling sum, and, in sup-
port of this, produced the assertion of the de-
ceased’s executors.  She at length came to the
resolution of going to Pram Pram, to endeavour,
by her appearance before the Fetish, to mitigate
the prejudice formed againstgher. She com-
menced her journey, and arrived at Pram Pram,
whither her accuser also repaired, who, the
better to support her cause, was attended with an
armed force of npwards of fifty men, The Fetish-
man soon pronounced the opinion of the Fetish
and sentenced the widow to pay a fine little
short of two-hundred pounds, which, with pre-
sents given the Fetish, and expences attending
the journey, amounted to so large a sum, that
the woman was reduced to absolute penury.

Pram Pram and Ningo lie in the confines of &
champaign and luxuriant country. There is
abundance of game here: hares, deer, partridges,
guinea-fowls, may be seen in great numbers:
there are some large-sized horn-cattle, which are
almost in a wild state.

At the back of Ningo is ntnﬂdam‘hy
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called Crobo ; the caboceer or king of which
is pretty powerful. There is in this country
A remarkable’ mountain, which can be seen
from the sea at a distance of twenty or thirty
miles. Tfit be seen in clear weather it appears
as if topped with snow.

The Danish fort Quita, is situated at the mouth

of the Rio Volta; and another called Adda ison -

the left bank of that river. Both these forts were
purchased from Portugal by the crown of Den-
mark. The Volta is a river of some magnitude,
but inaccessible at its entrance to vessels of bur-
then, by reason of rocks and sand-banks. We
learn that this river is about a mile in breadth;
and, from the rapidity of its stream, it doubtless
has its origin a considerable distance inland. Tn
the wet season, it is dangerous for small craft to
venture near it, from the impetuosity of the tide.
The hippopotamus is frequently seen in this river
and on its banks.

* We have now reached the extremity of the
Gold-const; and in the conrse of our peregrina-
tion, and description of it, we have avoided as
far as possible all extraneous matter, having ad-
hered strictly to correctness as far as local know-
ledge, diligent enquiry, and good information
ﬁﬁ allow us; and we trost, from what is stat-

r2
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ed in the foregoing sheets, that the capabilities of
this part of Africa are not to be depreciated.

If the disturbed state of this country had com-
menced subsequently to the abolition of the Slave-
trade, we might reasonably have supposed that it
was in consequence of that measure. All those
commotions commenced from the Ashantee inva-
sion ; an event that took place some months be-
fore the fate of the Slave-trade was known in this
country.  This invasion of the Ashantees has
produced discords, commotions, and war, between
the Fantees and their neighbours, and has caused
the Ashantees again to invade the Fantee coun-
try. This state of warfare has prevented the
agreeable changes which were expected to have
followed the annihilation of the Slave-trade by
the English; add to which a renewal of it in
some degree by the Americans, and Spaniards.
When the country will be tranquillized, is a pe-
riod that may be sought for with much uncertain-
ty : though we believe the Fantees, particularly
those who live inland, would be glad to come to
terms with the Ashantees, or allow them a free’
communication with Europeans, on their coast;
which is all the Ashantees require. But they are
a vain and obstinate people, and will not yield
without the interposition of another power; and
that power is the English.

The reader is already in possession of the Fan-
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tee character, which will inform him, that these
people are litigious, turbulent, and ungovernable;
in constant hostility with the weak and innocent ;
prone to idleness, deceit, and avarice. Men of
such dispositions cannot be reclaimed by mild
measures ; it is the hand of terror alone that will
make them tractable. If the Fantees were not
kept in some awe by the Ashantees, they would
be as troublesome perhaps to the British interest,
as they have been to the Dutch: for although we
well know, they would not come to open hostili-
ty, or, rather, tl}ey would not attempt an open
rupture, by attacking any of our forts; yet they
could cause great annoyance, by stopping com-
munication, and supporting a strict blockade.
“Had they succeeded against Elmina and Accra,
success and ambition might carry them o extra-
ordinary lengths. We think it would be an ef-
fectual step towards checking the spirit for warfare
in this country, if the exportation of gun-powder
to it were prohibited. But there is one great ob-
jection to this: the service would be exposed to
danger : the natives would coalesce perhaps, and
reduce it to great difficulties : and until it is on a
more respectable footing, we think the importa-
tion of gun-powder into this country could not be
prudently prohibited *.

5

* Other nations would gladly supply them,
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The commissioners who have been lately ap.
pointed by government, to examine the state of
this conntry, and the British settlements in it,
will doubtless satisfy the public mind as to the
vondition of the country, and the advantages
which are likely to ensue, in consequence of
more attention being paid to it.. The public also
will be enabled to judge clearly, when a correct
state of the “conutry is laid before them, and to
form solid opinions, as to the importance of it:
and amoug the numerous opinions which mny be
expressed, none in course is more deserving of at-
tention, than that of the geutlemen who were
particularly appointed, and expressly sent out, to
make observations, and enquifies: especially as
two of these gentlemen were not strangers to
Tropical Africa. We trust however, that, in in-
troducing our observations and opinions on the
subject, they will'not be considered as the effects
of presumption, but as arising from a desire of
improving the country, and making it of more
advantage to the nation, and which we hope the
foregoing lines have sofficiently indicated. - .

We will take the liberty of laying down our
opinions under the heads of Trlde, Culﬁvatiq.
and Civilization, ol

Trape.—Gold and ivory bemg thes&qﬁsm—
cles of the country, they are producéd principally
from the inland parts, The latter is eutirely,
and the greater part of the former, braught from
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the interior; and every other article worthy of
our notice, or of use to us, is produced in greater
abundance inland, than on the Coast. To in-
«erease our trade, therefore, the necessity of a free
intercourse with imland conntries will appear ob-
vious. The parliumentary grant annnally allow-
ed for the support of the Dritish settlements on
this Coast, is inadequate to an extension of our
influence in this conntry ; and untilan addition is
~made to that sum, any eflort to become conneeted
-aith inland states, we should suppose, would
prove abortive. If our aitention he directed to
the creation of nmew exportable produce, and .
which we will suppose can be effected by con-
fining our speculations to the Sea-coast ; the usual
grant will, even in that case, be found insufficient
to support necessary authority, to protect proper-
ty, and to preserve the fruits of labour and in-
dustry from plunder. By incrcasing the sum an-
nually granted, to forty or hity thousand pounds,
trade could be vastly improved. 11 it were de-
sired to extend onr trade inladd, alliances should
be formned with wen of power, and residents or
agents should be placed at the principal towns;
for the purpose, in addition 1o other objects, of
encouraging a confidence n o friendslip, of
geiting at the resouiees of the conntry, and of
extending our manwiactres among the natives,
pﬁmhrly those arucles adapied for wearkng-
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apparel : many such articles would be brought
into demand, coarse linens, for instance, woollens,
checks, hard-ware, &ec. which at present are in
no esteem. Every nation inland would eagerly
seek for our articles of trade, and, in the course
of time, caravans, or travelling companies, would
be established by the natives bordering upon this
const ; which would be the means of introducing
our manufuétures into the most remote parts of
this extensive, and, we may add, unknown con-
tinent. Every person who possesses a knowledge
of this country, will clearly perceive the impor-
tance of becoming acquainted with inland states,
and of introducing our several manufactures into
the heart of the country. We should be mo
longer contented with the enjoyment of a coast-
trade, for the natives are in want of our coarse
articles of manufacture, and they would daily get
acquainted with almost every article we could
furnish them with,

The foregoing arrangement is, however, liable
to impediments and objections: but it is well
known, how readily impediments may be re-
moved, if judgment and perseverance be com-
bined.

A great objection which presents ltulf, ls. that
the undertaking would be attended with more
expence than the present state of the nation can
well afford.—In answer to this, I will observe,
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that objects of less importance should be either
relinquished, or the expence attending them re-
duced : for many of our artisans, and manufac-
tarers, wounld be called into action, who are now
languishing for employment, and exposed to the
miseries of indigence.

Another objection may be started. The Gold-
coast is not naturally favourable for promoting
the objects stated ; inasmuch as it is deprived of
navigable rivers, by which an easy access could
be formed with inland states :—and it is inhabited
by different tribes, who would prevent, or at least
endeavour to frustrate, our designs ; which would
draw the Sen*icg into disputes, ultimately subver-
sive of the object in view :—and besides, the dif-
ferent settlements, particularly some of them, are
so far apart, that they are ill calculated to assist
each other in case of a sudden emergency.—The
Gold-coast certainly presents an unfavourable ap-
pearance as it regards an open communication by
means of rivers; and, in some places, the landing
is very often dangerous. But very few indeed of
the great rivers of Africa are easy of access, so
that the Gold-coast is not the only part of this
continent which is deprived of that advantage:
and we shall find the landing along the Gold-
coast, particularly from Cape Three-Points to
Accra, is less dangerous than any other part of
the whole line of coast, from Cape Verd to, per-
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haps, the Cape of Good Hope. If this part of
Alfrica have not the advantage of open rivers it
is capable of forming an extensive inland naviga-
tion : there are many rivers which might be rea-
dily united ; and it would prebably be found, that
these rivers, (which undoubtedly rise from one or
more larger rivers, or have, their source among
high mountains,) would form such connexions as
“would leatt to important discoveries. The rivers
on the windward coast, or to the westward of
Cape Palmas, ron invariably, we believe, from
the eastward; whereas those on the Gold-coast
ran from the porthward, forming wearly right
angles with each other. "Those courses admit of
favouralle suppositions towards the facility of in-
land navigation,

The Fantees, we believe, are lhe only pmpk
that would manifest a disposition adverse to inland .
intercourse: and if they would not submit toreason-
able and mild propositions, we are convinced that
they would not only soon see the necessity of
coming into our plans, but would expedite them
by every means in their power. For let us sup-
pose, that with the pecuuiary means already stat-
ed the military strength of the Service would be

consideral ly augmented, which, for the purpese -

of securing success, should be ove thousand meo,
made np of Buropeans and natives in the pro-
poriion of one to two. Apullonls is the only fort

5
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on the Gold-coast, we think, that is too widely
detached ; it requires at least two days to travel
from Dixcove to Apollonia; the distance being
about sixty miles, which, iu a climate like this, is
too fatiguing for a journey of two successive days.
The possession of Fort Anthony at Axim, would
remedy this inconvgnience, and in other respects
would be a place of some consequence, The

Dutch, pechaps, would exchange it for Whidah$

a settlement of uo importance to us, when we
consider that it is only remarkable for Slave-
trade, and that it is under as much contronl, and
more under the dominion of the king of Dahe-
my, than the British nation.

¢ CormvazioN,—We will consider this sub-
ject in two,paints of view ; plantations attempted
« by Europeans, and those which may be nnder-
taken by the natives. The great obstacle against
an undertaking of this kind by Europeans, is the
present insecurity for property : let this impedi-
ment be removed, and cultivation may be carried
on to any extent, and, no doubt, with success and
advantage.  The writer had wo opportunity of
secing the plantation condncted by the Danish
governor (Mr, Schiouning ): but he has convers-
ed with gentlemen who had been there, and whe
were capable of making observations with judg-
weat, They agreed in all their reports as to the




212

fertility of the soil, and the ugomus condition of
its productions.

Cotton is the most profitable and most certain
article that will grow on the sea-coast. Coffee,
sugar-cane, rice, corn, indigo, fruits of various
kinds, and European productions, will be pro-
duced with greater success inland, that is to say,
at the distance of from fifteen to twenty miles : the
soil is generally better at this distance, and there
is more moisture throughout the year. Cabbages,
peas, turnips, carrots, cucumbers, melons, differ-
ent salads, and other esculents for the table, can
be produced in any quantity inland; which
would be highly beneficial to the garrisons on the
coast, and to His Majesty’s ships résorting hither.
Labourers can be procured with facility, and in
considerable numbers. The usual pay to labour-
ers is from two to three ackies a month, that is,
ten or fifteen shillings currency. But the most
certain method of securing labourers, rendering
them more useful, and more attached to the in-
terest of the planter, would be to take a number
of pawns. They are procured by advancing a
sum upon security, usually from one to two ounces,
and allowing them one ackey a month for subsist-
ence, or otherwise satisfying their wants m that
respect. They in general labonr willingly, if
treated kindly, and punctually paid. In the
course of time, they become attached to their
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employer, and would assist in guarding him
against encroachments of any kind.

The natives will not attend to the cultivation
of new and exportable articles of produce, unless
an example be set before thgm. 'The natives in-
land diligently attend to the sort of cultivation
that they have been early accustomed to, and
which is necessary for their support: namely, of
maize, yams, cassada, sweet potatoes, various kinds
of pulse, plantains, bananas, &c. &e. Maize, or
Indian corn, is the staple commodity of the coun-
try, and in some places much attention is paid to
the cultivation of it. Millet is cultivated in a
small way ; and many articles are produced with-
out much attention, such as pepper, pine-apples,
sugar-cane, Ac.

CivinizaTioN.-—If cultivation were intro-
duced on a large scale, we may suppose that civi-e
lization would introduce itself with it, at least we
think it would facilitate the introduction of that
agreeable and salutary object. When planting
s generally followed, and in course industry
spread throughout the country, civilization will
gradually find its way among every class: we
mean that branch of it which would uuite the
inhabitants more firmly with each other; that
would lessen irregularities and discords, would
tranquillize their passions, and, in short, would
diffuse morality among every order. We are
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well acquainted with the effects of industry, and
idleness, on minds wnpolished, or uneducated; |
and their influence on the natives here is remark-
ably evident. A person would suppose, and in-
deed very reasonably, that the natives who have
been many years aceustomed to the manners of
Europeans, should far excel the men inland in
good qualities: but this is not the case; vice is
more prevalent on the Coust, than at some distance
from it; and the cause of this difference is too
obvious to require an exposition.

The first step towards civilization should be to
annihilate the Slave-trade in toto : whilst there ¥
any opportunity of selling slaves, or of acquiring
wealth by means of plunder, civilization and in-
dustry will not be formed on a solid hasis in this
country. By industry we mean, such industry as
wvonld entice the natives to the culture of new
articles caloulated for exportation.  The next
step should be, to establish schools, which, i ad-
dition to reading, writing, and acecompts, should be
capable of affording instruction in various mecha-
nical branches, It is evident, that withont schools,
civilization will not proceed with success; and it is
also manifest, that a strict government is highly

y to be established in the country. We
do not mean a government bordering on despot-
ism, or entirely a military power, but such a go-
vernment as would gradually abolish evil prac-

4
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tices and absurd customs; a government that
would have the power of introducing wholesome
laws and regulations, and the means of enforcing
obedience to them: and until such a system is
carried into execution, in addition to other pro-
positions which we have taken the liberty of
stating, we anticipate no change in this country,
of much benefit to it, or of considerably increased
importance to Great Britain.



ADDITIONAL PAPERS

HELATIVE TO THE

GOLD-COAST.

( Tranrmitted to the Publishers aofter the preceding Sheets
had been committed to the Press.)

TaAT part of the coast of Guinea, which is
known by the name of The Gold-coast, is gene-
rally considered as commencing at Assinee, and
terminating at the Rio Volta. It lies between
4 deg. 50 min. and 5 deg. 40 min. of North lat.
and lies East and West of the meridian of
Greenwich, at the distance of about 1 deg.
45 min, East, and about 3 deg. 15 min. of West
longitnde. The whole extent of it may be com-
puted at about three hundred and fifty miles. .

e N ——

I. FARTHER PARTICULARS
RESPECTING ACCRA.

Accra was antiently a great and populous
nation. The chief town or metropolis was situ-
ated about sixteen miles from the sea, and was of
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some extent. The government of the country
was monarchical, and perhaps despotic : the suce
cession is said (o have been hereditary, From
frequent wars with their neighbours, particularly
with the Aquamboes, aninland people, the Accras
were so reduced and divided, that they were ulti-
mately subdued by that nation: great slaughter
and desolation were eommitted ; and the van-
quished fled with the utmost precipitation for suc-
cour and for refuge, to different places. The
royal family with their attendants escaped to
Papo; some fled to the Crepee and Fantee
countries ; others secreted themselves in woods
and remote places along the coast: and when the
fury of pursuit and the beat of revenge were
abated in their enemies, they settled under the
Portuguése (now a Dutch) fort; where they re-
mained usmolested.

The present extent of Acera is from the river
Saccomo, about eight miles westward from Fort
James, to Temnma, a village situated on the sea-
shore ; the whole extent of it is about tweniy-six
miles in length, and from twelve to twenty in
breadth. The English and Dutch towns of
Accra, although separately built, are connected
in every other respect, and may be considered
one large town, united by family-affinivy, by lawsy
customs, and government ; and which can muster
about three thousand armed men,

- Prior to the present war, and to the abolition of
Q
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the Slave-trade, a vast trade was carried on at
Accra by many nations.  Here might be seen a
conflux of Ashantees, Akims, Aquapims, Fantees,
Aquamboes, Crepees, and even a remote inland
people who went under the appellation of Dun-
coes; a name given by the Fantees to men,
whose country is not known, or who come a long
way from the interior: this term Duncoe, in its
literal meaning, signifies an ignorant fellow, or,
as the Fantees express it, a bush-man.

Eastward from Accra town, lies the Danish
castle Christiansborg. It is a strong but irregu-
lar fortification, situated about three miles from
Fort James; contiguous to which is a town
called Ussu. Christiansborg was originally built
by the Portuguese, but the Danes enlarged and
strengthened it, and built a redoubt westward
from the castle, to protect the town, and likewise
as a check npon it, on the event-of a disposition
torevolt. Christiansborg was once possessed by
the Swedes, by the English, and even by the
natives!! It forms the head-quarters of the
Danish settlements in this country. They are all
immediately under the direction of the crown,
and before the late changes took place in Europe,
they were in a wvery respectable condition.
ﬂmong the officers who composed the heads of

~ the Service from time to time, were found, gen-

tlemen possessed with a spirit for discovery and
improvement, not so cleacly observable among
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the English or Dutch. This distinction arose,
probably, from a confidence in being rewarded
for their industry, or perhaps from some allure-
ment exhibited by their government for such en-
terprises*. The Dutch are remarkable for hor-
ticulture, with which the Danes have conjoined a
desire for culture in general,

* In 1798, a gentleman, P.Thonning, was sent -out by
the Danish government to inspect the capabilities of the
country, and make botanical researches : he was followed by
another gentleman, H. Schmidt, for the like purpose. These
two gentlemen were fully competent to the task assizned
them, and doubtless made some useful and valuable discos
veries, both in botany and other subjects connected with nas
tural history. The latter indeed did not live to complete his
purpose; but the former, on leaving the country, bad disco-
vered forty-two new genera, and two hundred und four spe-
cies of plants. He likewise made a survey of the country
from Acera to the Volta, )

“ We have already noticed, that Mr. Schionning bas a con-
siderable plantation inland..  Here follows a description of it
in that gentleman’s own words ;:—*" In October, 1808, I put
“ some coffee-berries in the ground; and in the following
“ June, | transplanted aboul sixteen thousand youug trees
* [ have every year added to this stock ; and in November
* last (18109, I bad growing thirty-six thousand five hundred
“ healthy coffee-trees of different ages. Last year [ had @
* pice crop; and I am sure, that I should have had from.
“ sixteen thousand to twenly thousand pounds weight of
« eoffee this year, had not the Ashantee war put a stop to
“ my exertions. I caleulste upon a pound and a hulf ane
* pually when the trees are four years old. To kesp my

Q2
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Three miles from Ussu is a village ealled La-
badee ; which, with Ussu, can turn out about one
thousand armed men.

Six miles from Labadee lies T'assy, where the
Danes have a redoubt, built in 1787, which
mounts sixteen guns.

Two miles further on is a small village called
Ningo.  Labadee and Ningo were formerly
very populous, and appear to have been indepen-
dent states. Both towns were situated rather
inland, and contained npwards of forty thousand
men. There appears to have heen a never-ceas-
ing enmity between them, which finally effected
their ruin : the Accras interfered, and terminated
their quarrels by reducing them to great distress,
banishing them from the country, and demoylng
their towns.

From Ningo lies Temma, where the Acera
country terminates; itisa small town, and where
the Dutch had formerly a fort.

From Temma lies Pony, another small town.
The Dutch had likewise a small fortification
here.

* plantation in good order, obe person is pecessary to one
* thousand trees. On high land the coffee-tree thrives much
“ better than on level or marshy ground. High-land eoffee
* is far superior in flavonr, but not so advantageous as the
* low-lund coffee, which being much larger, is in course
“ much heavier,”

J
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Close to Pony was antiently a very large town,
called Sigga. War destroyed it; and there is
no vestige of it remaining.

Eastward from Pony, lies Pram Pram ; where
the English had a small fort, called Vernon’s
Fort. It went to decay some years ago, and a
redoubt was erected in the same situation in 1806
but having been built with bad materials, and
run up with much haste and less judement, it is
now falling fast to decay.

About six miles from Pram Pram is the town
of Ningo; where the Danes have a compact fort,
built in 1734, called Fredericksborg. It lies
about thirty-five miles East from Christianshorg
Castle *,

=

* About twelve or sixteen miles North from Ningo are
two remarkable hills, ealled Crabbo and Sheye.

Crahbo hill, as it is commonly called, stands unconnected,
and is almost perpendicular : it is a solid rock, Tovered with
mould and some large timber ; it is very fertile, and abounds
with plenty of sweet water, even at its summit, ‘The inba-
bitants, who (as Mr. Schiooning remarks) are deceitful, cruel,
and revengeful, subsist mostly by tilling the ground and ecul-
tivating the palm-tree. They are governed by a clief, and
can muster about two 1l | five hundred fighting men =
their hill is their fortress, 1o which they retire on the ap-
proach of an enemy, and consider themselves invineible,
The Ashantees were twice defeated by them, in August last
@ay.

The hill of Sheye is not so high, nor so fertile as Crabbo
it is situated about twelve wiles North of Pony, aud bas

SR
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From Ningo until we get to Adda, a distahce
of thirty-six niiles, there is no town, not even
shelter for a traveller. Adda is situated on the
left bank of the Rio Valta, and at about six miles
from its inouth. The town is not anisland, as is
generally supposed, and as it is ervoneonsly laid
down in some charts. Here is a Danish fort,
bailt in 1783, called Kongensteen : it is a regular
gquare with four bastions, and mounting twenty-
four guns.  The town of Adda contains
one thousand men. :

The Adampe country, which commences at
Pony, ends here: it differs in some degree from
Accra, both in language and religions customs,
This country is rather barren than fertile : corn
is only produced once a year, and affords but a
scanty supply to the inhabitants; who likewise

L g

sgriculture, and the manufucture of earthen-ware, which
consists chiefly of pots of different sizes and forms; and to
which purpose the nature of the cley is peculinrly ndapted.

It is uecessary to notice abother remarkable hill, which
Jies between Crabbo and Aquamboe, sod at the distance'of
about twenty-six miles N. N. E. from Ningo. It is called
Naio, und is the highest land in this partof Africa. In clear
weather it may be seen a considerable distance from the sea:
it is not inhabited, nor is it eovered with snow. ILiser-
seneously called Crabbo-hill; and in the African Pilat, and
in charts, it is called Great Ningo. The Volta flows at its
bage, and regders it abundantly fertile,

plenty of spring-water. The inhabi are d by
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cultivate ground-beans, cassada, and eschallots,
and attend fo the breeding of sheep and poultry.
Neither is much useful timber produced here ;
some fit for furniture may be procured, but even
of that the supply is scanty. This country, like
Accra, is open, and abounds with extensive plains,
beautifully interspersed with trees and bushes,
There isuo considerable high land to be obscrved,
excepting what we have taken notice of; but
many gentle acclivities, crowned with trees and
shrubs, not only give the country arich picturesque
appearance, but afford concealment to a variety of
game, such as deer, antelopes, hares, pheasants,
guinea-fowls, partridges, pigeons, doves, &e.
The banks of the river abound with a variety of
aquatic birds. There is great searcity of good
water thronghout this country ; which is no small
inconvenience to the inhabitants. Adampe, as
“well as Accra, is capable of producing cotton to
high perfection, but no other colonial produce, to
any great ¥xtent: the soil is not rich, nor moist
enough for sugar-cane, or coffec: a species of the
indigo plant grows spontaneously threnghout the
country.

As to the character of the natives, we will set
it down in the words of Mr. Schionning, a gen-
tleman high in the Danish service ; and to whose
mtelligent observations respecting this and coun-
tries in the neighbourhood of the Volta, the writer
is much indebted. ¢ Both nations” (Accraand
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Adampe), says that gentleman, * are remarkably
indolent, addicted to drunkenness, luxury, false
pride, avarice, deceit, &%e. I am almost sure,”
continues he, “they are (excepting indolence)
not so by nature, but have acquired these, in a
great measure from the Whites, whose manners
they endeavour to adopt without the power of
diseriminating between right and wrong."

Rio Vorra.—The entrance of this river is
about six miles below Adda, and about
seventy miles from the English fort at Accra,
From its, rapidity, and from the tremendons
breakers at.the mouth of it, the Portuguese very
appropriately bestowed upon it the name of
Rio Volta. Although the entrance to this river
is full of danger and difficuity, and mnut be
mfe!y attempted during the rainy yet
“we hear of an American brig hﬂlng inta
it *. The Volta is broad at the enlnnoe and
above Adda, but not deep: it is however navi-

" . gable for small craft nearly as far as Aquamboe;

v“

a distance 'of about a hundred miles from the
sea, where rocks and small cataracis rendera
further ingress impracticable, even for small ca~
noes. The tide ebbs and flows as far as Malfy;
a distance of about forty miles from the sea,
Excepting Adda, ali the towns and villages

* ¥ide Chart sheet to Diilzels History of Dahomy,
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on the left bank of this river belong to the
Crepee country.

On the opposite shore of the Volta, and on
the sea-side, lies another Danish fort called
Prindsensteen : it was built in 1783, and is both
strong and handsome.

The Volta runs nearly north-west and sonth-
east, and separates the countries ofFAquapim
and Aquamboe. It takes its rise very likely
in Ashaotee, or, what is more probable, it
may be a branch of the Tando, a large river
reported as running to the eastward, and which
the Ashantees are obliged to cross in coming
to the coast. The banks of the Volta are
lined with an exuberance and a variety of tim-
ber. . The mangrove is the most remarkable,
fr universal esteem the bark of it is held
in the natives for tanning. -
_ The Volta, like the Nile, overflows its banks,
and amnnally inundates a considerable tract of

o

country. 'This annual inundation not only en-
riches .the soil of this beautiful country, and "=

renders it remarkably fertile, but is the source
of wealth to the inhabitants of Adda, and adja-
cent villages. When the waters recede, or are
evaporated, they leave behind a thick bed of
saline matter, which is converted into salt by
the heat of the sun, and sold to the peaple inland,
often at a great price,
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AquariM.—We have remarked in a pre.
ceding page of this Work, that to sée this conn=
try to advantage, we must proceed a certain
distance inland ; where we behold a vast dif-
ference in the soil, in the climate, and in the
manners of the natives: and there is no part
of Africa, perhaps, more conformable to the
trath of tliose opinions, than the country which
we are now about to describe. '

Agnapim is a wountainotis country, forming
a regular continuation of hill and dale; the
former crowned with trees of an immense size ;
the latter enriched with every thing which the
hand of nature, apparently, could bestow upoft
it. It is bounded by Accra and Adampe to
the South and East, by Fantee to the West,
and to the North by the Rio Volta. It contains
seventeen towns and villages; all of them, exs
cepting one, situated on the summits of moun-
tains : which adds very much to the beautifal
scenery of the country. It abounds with the
purest water, which runs down the hills from
numberless springs, that branch off in a variety
of directions. To use the words of Mr. Schion=
ning—* I have been almost over the whole
country,” says he; “ and as to beguty of pro-
spect, pleasing variety, and local advantages, T
never saw any thing equal; nor can I compare
any part of the world where 1 have been, to it :
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in shott, you may compare it to what poets
describe when they depict nature in all her
dngance *" -

The government of the country is vested in
a chief ; who exercises his power with an abso-
Iute sway : the people pay the most submissive
obedience to his, commands; and are particu-
larly polite and kind to Europeans. * The men
are rather of the middle size, clean and neat in
their persons; of bright natural parts, but ob-
stinate in their opinions ; neither are they want-
ing in conrage. Agriculture is theirchief sup-
port; and before the present war, they supplied
Acera and Adampe with almost all the neces-
garies of life : —Aquapim wasin fact the granary
of those countries. Their houses are small, and
low, but remarkably clean.  Their chief trade
consisted in agricultural productions, which al-
ways met with a ready sale, and for which they
reeeived, in return, salt, dried fish, gunpowder,
iron, guns, and cotton-manufactures.

This conntry is capable of every kind of cnl-
tivation.  Sugar-cane, if not checked in its
growth by ants, will grow to a luxuriant size;

* According to the language of Milton,
“ Nature here
* Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will,
* Her virgin fancies pouring forth more sweet,
* Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss,”

T PRS-+ P CERNTRIEIE NS
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coffee and other Colonial produce would alse
grow here with success ; in short, for colonization,
a more desirable country cannot be found. The
climate is healthy, and agrees particularly well
with Euwropeans; as has been often proved.
The mountains attract the clouds, which often
distribute their watery contents over this country ;
and this contributes not a little to the fertility
of the soil. The temperature of the air is like-
wise much improved from this cause.

The country abounds moreover with medi-
cinal herbs and plants; and the doctors were
known to perform wonderful cures merely by
simples. * Their medical knowledge,” says
“Mr. Schionning, “ is not so extensive as our
learned folks in Europe. An able physician, with
us, must have systematically studied a vast num=
ber. of disorders the human body is liable to;
~and itis therefore no wonder if he be at times
left in the dark, and that his memory fails him ;
for it is extremely difficult to retain the prescribed
arrangement, and method of cure of such a
number. of maladies. The Blacks are not so;
a doctor, when applied to, will answer instantly ;
¢ I have or have not medicine for this disorder ;"
(i. e.) T have or have not studied this disorder.
If he have not, he will leave you instantly : in
the contrary case, you are almost sure of being
cured.” “When at my plantation, I sent for a
famous man in order to’ consult with him about
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a disease some of my people were afflicted with.
He answered instantly, T don’t know how to
cure this." ¢ What do you understand then ?'
He replied : ¢ I understand to cure dysentery,
# eye-sickness, rhenmatic swellings, pain in the
¢ limbs, and sterility,” 1T employed him fire-
quently since in the three first instances, and

always with good success.”
“ T presnme,” continues Mr. Schionning,
“ wheat would grow well in Aquapim; all
European garden-productions grow as well here
as in Europe : it is impossible to rear sugar, on
account of the nnts; they are almost every
where; and where they are, they destroy the
canes hefore they arrive to any perfection, T
have been told, that there are some places in

the mountains where these destructive insects are .

not met with., Here sugar-cane grows to an
immense size ; but the inconveniences attending
the carriage of it would be too considerable, to
admit of any advantage.”

II. ASHANTEE CAMPAIGN,

IN February last (1811), a numerous army
came from Ashantee under the command of a
man called Apocu; and after having marched
through Akim, where they met with some loss,
in varions combats with the brave people of that
country, they invaded Aquapim. Apocu met

~ gl - el
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with very liftle resistance here; all flew before
him ; the greater part went to Fantee, some to
Crabbo hill, and the caboeeer with his family to
Adda.  Apocu soon ascended the mountains,
and encamped with his avmy at Sheye: thence
the army went to Adda in porsuit of the Aqua-
pim caboceer Quaw. As soon as the Addas
understood that an Ashantee army was ap=
proaching, all the inhabitants left the town, and
settled on an island in the Volta; and Quaw
commenced his march by private paths back
to Aquapim. Apocu began pillaging Adda
town, and for a time treated with the Addas
about delivering Quaw ; for the Ashantees
~wonld not believe that Quaw was returned.
Whilst at Adda, the army committed no
great outrages ; governor Flindt and his gar-
rison were treated with civility; and this
hehaviour was acknowledged by BMr. Flindt
with various presents and acts of kinduess, and
he placed so much confidence in Apocu, and his
leading men, that he daily walked out and con-
versed with them. This friendly intercourse conti-
nued until the 2d of April last ; when, early in the
morning, the army hroke up, and set the town
on fire. Mr. Flindt, at this period, being under
no apprehension of danger, or treachery, went
out to  Apoen, who forced him to march ‘with
the army. In the mean while, the .scattered
Akims and Aquapims united, and being joined
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by some Faatees, occupied the Aquapim moun-
tains. When Apocu got intelligence of this, he
marched his army back to Sheye, and encamped
there a second time, preparing for an -attack.
He soon ascended the mountains in search of
the enemy; but by superior vigilance, and a
better knowledge of the country, the combined
forces were not only enabled to make good a
second retreat, but to annoy the advanced guard
of the Ashantees, whenever it approached. This
ineffectul sort of warfare was eontinued for some
time ; during which, owing to fatigue, and the
bad and brackish water at Adda, the Ashantees
lost many men. Elated in some degree by this
misfortune, the confederates resolved to hazard a
battle ; and accordingly, some time in June, they
marched forward to oppose the Ashantees. A
battle was fought, which every report says was
severe ; night only puiting an eud to the cona
flict; and both armies separated in the dark.
The confederates however retreated, (ihe Fantees
with their accustomed bravery having set the
example ;) which left the palm of victory to the
Ashantees, who in course hecame conquerors;
though, indeed, they had no conquest to hoast
of, if we except the captare of some harmless
women and children, who lived concealed in
alarge cavern, and who were treacherously bes
trayed by a Pram Pram woman. Allthe towns
and yillages of Aquapim were now burned and
3
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destroyed, and devastation spread itself rapidly
throughout the whole country, Apocu, to com=
plete his conquest, mvested the hill of Crabbo,
where a strong body was encamped: he was
however twice defeated here, and obliged to
raise the blockade. He returned to Aquapim,
where the army again encamped, and remained
until the end of September; when they directed
their march back to Ashantee, or, as some reports
say, to the Akim country ; where the army will
remain until reinforced. Mr. Flindt remained
with the Ashantee army, from the 2d of April
to the 2d of September; and in the course
of that time, doubtless, experienced many priva-
tions: he was however well treated by Apocu,
. and the principal men, but frequently insulted by
the common people ; (a eircumstance which we
might reasonably suppose). He lived with the
general, whose table was not indifferently pro-
vided: ‘when the army was encamped, he had
his own lint or tent; and when on the march, he
had men appointed to carry him. The kindness
and attention manifested by Apoen did mot,
however, incline him to liberate Mr. Flindt,
without a stipulated sum, amonnting to 50 ounces
or £200 in merchandize, which, with

and various expences, increased that sum
nearly double: so that this gentleman's confi-
dence in the integrity and friendship of the
Ashantee general cost bim nearly £400, in addi-

“p
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tion to much anxiety and fatigue. It is very
probable that Apocu suspected some collosion
between the Aquapim caboceer and Mr. Flindt,
for the escape of that person: otherwise, we
think, that he would not have put Mr. Flindt to r
such inconvenience and expence.

III. DISEASES AMONG THE n

NATIVES.

It will doubtless be expected, that something
should be said of the Diseases incidental to the
natives of the Gold-coast; with their manner of
treating them. But here we must confess, some
difficalty presents itself; not so much in laying
down the several diseases, as the manner in which -
they are treated : for where Art is but little un-
derstood and not cultivated, there is of course a
vast deal of error and confusion ; Nature is very
often left in an undisturbed performance of her
funetions: and indeed her beneficence here is pe-
culiarly observable. The women in general per-
form the office of the Surgeon, as well as of the
Physician : their mannal operations are confined
to scarifications and cupping; both of which
they perform with much dexterity. Their man-
ner of selecting different roots and herbs, and
their choice of them, discover no mean know-
ledge in botany : there is scarcely a plant with-
out its peculiar virtue among them. Their me-

R
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dical knowledge is confined within the family,
and is seldom imparted to more than one, who is
usually a female. The men who profess a know-
ledge in this way, are more hold in theiv practice
than the women, and they may he justly consider-
ed in the same light as our mountebank-doctors,
They are supposed to perform wonderful cures;
and deceive their patients by their expertuess and
pretended knowledge. These men are ranked
among the Fetish-men, and impose very much
apon the credulous and superstitions, When a
person is suddenly seized with pain in the head,
back, breast, or sides, it is often imputed to the
influence of some malign power. I such cases,
application is made to these men; who, with
much ceremony, and to the great satisfaction
of the afflicted, extract from the part the suppos-
ed cause of their misery, which perhaps is a piece
of bone, iron, a small crab, a spider, or some
insect.

One of the soldiers belonging to the fort at
Winnebah, was taken ill with a fever; from
which he recovered, though much reduced by the
violence of the disorder. He one morning com-
plained to the surgeon of a pain in his left side;
and he administered something to him: this ap-
plication, however, did not expel the pain as
quickly as the man wished. This soldier, it must
be observed, is a native : he told the surgeon, that
some time ago, he was seized with a similar pain;

a
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and that he applied to a Fetish-man in town, who
took from the part a small fly ; which privation in-
stantaneously relieved him, The surgeon perceiy-
ing there was much of imaginary ailment in this
case, advised the soldier to apply to the same man
again, and to send for him when the other was
about to perform his cure. The soldier got well
in a few days; but the surgeon’s curiosity was
not gratified,

It has been already observed, that the women
sedulously persevere in the frequent use of a cer-
" tain operation which excludes the necessity of
laxative medicines. In consequence of this, fla-
tulencies are scarcely ever known among them.
But this practice has one bad tendency, it relaxes
the rectum and sphineter ani, and causes (proba-
bly) constipations. It would be the height of
indecency, in this country, for man or woman
(but especially the latter) to acenstom themselves
to eructations : indeed they would be considered
with abhorrence.

Specification of the particular Diseases.

1. Leprosy.—This is one of the most dread-
ful diseases the natives are afflicted with, and is
generally considered incurable ; in some places,
it is supposed contagious, and the unfortunate
sufferers are excluded from society. I have seen
a woman who was very much afilicted withit:
her eye-lids, lips, and nose, were desiroyed ; the

R 2
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metacarpal bones of both hands were in a state
of corrosion, and the joints in general appeared
to be affected : yet in other respects, this poor
woman seemed to enjoy good health; she suffer-
ed no pain; her appetite was good ; and as she
was obliged to provide for her own wants, she
was very active : the only inconvenience she ap-
peared to endure, was from the flies, which were
continually swarming about her. The effects of
this disease are sometimes mild, and confined to
the hands and feet, and, if early attended to, it
may be cured. The natives use in such cases,
vesicating and excoriating substances, which,
with the effects of the disease, seldom fail to de-
stroy the external skin, and perhaps the internal,
and leave an indelible white mark which de-
notes the lepra gageorwm. 'This species of le-
prosy, we believe, is not contagious, as persons
most closely connected with the afflicted object,
and dwelling in the same habitation, have been
known to escape uninjured.

2. Yaws.—This is an infectious, but not a
common disease ; and is never radieally cured :
it may for a time be restrained, but it soon makes
its appearance again.—The yaws appear in white

-crusted spots on the skin, the face, the arm-pits,
and groins; and sometimes spread and coalesce.

3. ErepaanT1ASIS.—This is another ineara-
ble disease, and a most extraordinary one; for
the legs are commonly the seat of the disease,
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and generally only one leg is affected, which then
has the appearance of a clumsy deformed log,
swelled to an enormous size, and does not yield
to pressure. The other leg is commonly of the
natural size and shape, which not enly adds to
the deformity of the affected one, but, if possible,
gives it a more ugly appearance.

4. Syari-Pox.—When this disease appears
among the natives, it never fails to cause great
ravages. In some parts of the Coast, when itis
discovered, they inoculate, particularly at Accra;
and the puncture is made on the left wrist. Last
year (1811), this disease broke ont with great
violence at Acera. The European residents ino-
culated in the usual way, and with great success,
almost the whole of the natives who had not had
the disease. I believe the natives in general ap-
ply no remedy whatsoever to the small-pox : they
remove those who are afflicted with it, to a remote
place, where they are left to the care of Provi-
dence.

5. GuiNga-woryM.—This is confined to the
natives of the sea-coast: if it be known inland,
it has been contracted on the coast, where it is
received in consequence (as is generally suppos-
ed) of drinking pond or puddle water. There is,
however, no disease peculiar to this country, that
is more extraordinary, and admits of* more spe-
eulative enquiry than the Guinea-worm. It iz
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capable of affording the ingenious naturalist and
medical researcher, much profitable amusement :
it is not confined to the natives; I have known
three gentlemen in the Service, who huve had
Guinea-worms in their legs. Mr, Johannes
Meyer, a clergyman, in the Danish service, lhad,
in 1794, two worms extracted from his legs ; one
measured thirteen, the other nine feet, Panish
measure ; which is rather more than the English
foot. Both of them were preserved in spirits,
and sent to Denmark ; where they excited much
curiosity, and were honoured with a place in the
Royal Musenm. Mr. Meyer is now discharging
his clerical functions in Norway, where, we pre-
suroe, he is unmolested by Guinea-wormns: al-
thongh indeed, however extraordinary it may ap-
pear, an instance is known of a person being
afflicted with Guinea-worms after leaving this
country. One of the three gentlemen before
alluded to, after a residence of about twelve
months in England, had a Guinea-worm taken
out of one of his legs. It is singular, that the
legs should be particularly marked out, as the
seat of the Guinea-worm, but they are found
occasionally in every part of the body.

In almost every part of the sea-coast, the na-
tives are constrained to use very impure water;
and after the rains, every standing pool abounds
with such numbers of animalcules, that the water
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from these pools no longer possesses the natural
qualities of that fluid : it is a composition of wa-
ter and animal and vegetable substance, in a liv-
ing and putrescent state. Water thus strongly
impregnated with animaleules and vegetable
matter, and received into the stomach, must pro-
duce some ill-effect. But whether the gastric
fluid is favourable to the existence of such ani-
maleules, is a question we will leave for others to
discuss. We may however take notice, that it is
ascertained, “ the gastric juice does not act as
a ferment, it is a powerful antiseptic, and even
restores flesh already putrefied.””  Admitting then,
that it does not destroy, but favours the genera-
tion of those animaleules, inasmuch as to allow
them to connect and form a worm, similar to the
one in question; Why does it not pass off by
the intestines? Can the worm possibly work its
way through the cavity of the abdomen, and get
to the legs, without danger, pain, and, to say the
least of it, without great inconvenience to the
sufferer? Without going farther, there are suffi-
cient objections against Guinea-worms being pro-
duced fiom impure water received into the sto-
mach: although indeed that itis the case, appears
very plausible from the following observations of
Mr. Schionning.

“ 1. From Accra down to the Rio Volta, all
classes of people suffer cruelly from Guinea-worm,
and are frequently maimed miserably.
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“ A. From Accrato Rio Volta there is not one
drop of good water to be had, but standing, or
stagnated water, alias pit-water,

“ II. In Aquapim there are plenty of rivulets,
wells, and springs; all water is pure and good
every where.

“ B. Guinea-worm is never seen there, and
hardly known by name, but by those who have
visited the Sea-coast and have imbibed the Gui-
nea-worm, with the bad water.

ITI. On the oppesite shore of Rio Volta, the
inhabitants as far as Aflahu have no other kind
of water but what they procure in the following
manner : they dig a hole on the sandy beach,
and clear and tolerably good water issues from
the hottomn of it, often not three yards from the
ocean,

“ €, All these people are never attacked by
Guinea-worm,

# IV. At Aflahu the inhabitants suffer daily
from Guinea-worm.

“ D, The inhabitants of this place use ltand-
ing water,

“ Y., From Aflahu to Popo, Guinea-worm is
common from the same caunse.

« V1. At Popo you will again find filtered
water, or water precured near the sea, as related
above, and no Guinea-worm,

# VII. In the interior, you will never ﬁndlhe
Guinea-worm where there is a flowing stream,
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and wells; but where there are standing pools,
that at least twice a year must stagnate, the Gui-
nea-worm is sure to rage cruelly.”

From the foregoing observations, it is evident
that the Guinea-worm is the offspring of bad
water; but in what way the worm is propagated,
is worthy of enquiry. Persons conversant with
Anatomy, will (perhaps) deny the probability of
its being nurtured in the stomach or intestines, and
afterwards appearing on the surface of the body :
neither will they encourage an opinion, that the
worm is received into the circulating fluid, and
finds its way in that manner to the lower extre-
mities. How then is it formed ? T answer, that
it is not formed in the stomach, or intestines, but
introduces itself extei'naﬂ}', lodges in the intersti-
ces of the muscles, and there increases, insinuat-
ing itself along the course of the muscles, until it
becomes of such a length, as no longer to bear
confinement, and at length forces its way through
the skin. Those who go to the pools for water,
receive the worm in this manner, it causes no un-
easiness, no inflammation ; a circumstance rather
strange, and which favours an opinion of its ova,
or animalcules, being received by absorption.
Others receive the worm by infection, that is, by
bringing any part of the body (which commonly
happens to be the legs) in contact with the part
affected. It was in this way, that the three gen-
tlemen before mentioned became affected with
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Guinea-worm, or (to explain it more clearly) by
sleeping with their women, when their legs were
diseased. Thus Guinea-worm may he communi-
cated from one person to another, without the in-
tervention of water: but then the worm must
have found its way through the skin, and formed
a sore, otherwise the ova, or animalcules, of the
worm, cannot possibly be absorbed.

To the naked eye, this worm appears no big-
ger than a large woollen thread, rather flattened,
and of a whitish appearance. Before it protrudes
through the skin, it causes much pain, and an in-
flammatory tumour is formed on the part through
which the worm will appear. When it appears,
the natives get a slip of wood, which they apply
to the sore ; and when the worm comes in con-
taet with it, they twist it carefully, so as to get
the worm round it: after which, they let it hang,
and the weight of it is supposed to draw the
worm out faster than it otherwise would come;
and in this state they allow the worm to remain
until the whole of it comes out. T it happen to
get divided, that part remaining in the flesh will
recede, and perhaps will not appear for some
months. If the extracting of these worms be
not carefully managed, they eause much pain and
inflammation, and very often produce bad and
dangerous sores. .

6. ENLARGED ScroTusm.—As the Guinea-

worm is supposed to be produced in consequence
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of drinking impure water; so this disorder is
supposed to be brought on, by an immoderate
use of palm-wine. We have called it enlarged
scrotum ; but the Faculty would perhaps term it
sarcocele. 'The enlargement is so great in some
persons, that they feel much inconvenience, and
camnot walk without difficulty.

7. DyseEnTERY.—This disease, so dangerous
and fatal in warm climates, is healed by the na-
tives, with more success than might be imagined.
Their plan is to empty the bowels by drastic pur-
gatives; after which, they introduce astringent
and stimulating clysters. They keep themselves
warm, and frequently embrocate the loins and
belly with a composition of pepper; they also
make use of suppositories.

8. OpmrraLyMra.—This is not a common dis-
ease in the country; it is, however, at some seasons
very tronblesome ; and arises chiefly from acci-
dental canses: it is also brought on by excess,
The natives nse topical remedies only : they draw
blood from the temples and forehead, and drop
lime-juice into the eye. This application is pro-
ductive of much pain; but is sustained with
amazing fortitude.

9. Fevers,—These are most prevalent after
the periodical rains; and if we except external
applications, they are usually left to the cave of
natare. The natives use frequent ablutions with
warm water; after which, the body is rubbed
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over with certgin herbs. If the head and joints
be affected, a composition of pepper, lme-juice,
&e. isapplied ; and when the person is free from.
fever, the bark of a certain tree*, to which they
impute the virtue of a restorative, is used in the
same manner.

10. Raevmamism, and INTERNAL IN-
FLAMMATION, The former is a common
complaint, and is sucecessfully healed by warm
applications, and warm clothing. During
the rainy season, and after it, the latter prevail
very much. Pleurisies, and diseased lungs, are
likewise general complaints in that season.

Porsons.—In concluding our description of
the diseases among the natives, it becomes us to
say something of the Poisons of the country,—
This is a subject that is treated by many in an
absurd and extravagant manner; and by others
it is considered too insignificantly, and as unwor- .
thy of attention. That the natives are acquaint-
ed with poisons, is well known among us in this
country ; and that they employ them to their
purposes of revenge, can be pretty well attested :

* The tree from which this bark is taken, grows inland :
the bark is rough, and of a brown colour; the taste of it
resembles more, what is called Winter's Bark, than the
Peruvian,
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but in saying this much, let it not be thought, that
the natives can cause their poisons to act in that
slow, and I may add imperceptible manner, which
is too credulously believed by many, and which
merits reprobation. They are totally unacquaint-
ed with mineral poisons; but they have a suffi-
cient knowledge of those of the vegetable kind ;
and these are chiefly of the narcotic class. The
ordeal of the country is a poison; and, as has
been already noticed in our description of Apol-
lonia, page 63, it powerfully acts as such.
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A SHORT HISTORY

OF THE

AFRICAN COMPANY.

THE Portuguese being the first who discovered
the coast of Africa, they built one fort on the
island of Arguin, on I:he North coast; another,
called St. George del Mina, on the Gold-coast ;
and a third at a place called Loanga St. Pauls,
on the coast of Angola, to the southward of the
Equinoctial line: by virtue of which possessions,
they not only claimed, and for many years enjoy-
ed, the right in and to all the said lands and
countries, but likewise seized and confiscated the
ships of all other nations, as often as they found
any of them trading on any part of the said
coast. -

About the latter end of the reign of Edward
the Sixth, some London merchants fitted out the
first English ships that ever traded to Guinea;
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and in the reign of Queen Mary, and for the first
ten or twelve years of Queen Elizabeth, sundry
other private ships were fitted ont for the same
parts: but the English not having as yet any
settlements or plantations in the West Indies,
and, consequently, no occasion for Negroes, such
ships traded only for gold, elephants’-teeth, and
‘Malaguetta pepper; and all such voyages were
undertaken and performed at the hazard of losing
the ships and cargoes, if they fell into the hands
of the Portuguese, without the least ground to
hope for any redress or satisfaction for the same.
Queen Elizabeth, in the 30th year of her reign,
being then at war with Spain and Portugal,
erected a Company for the better discovering,
and carrying on the gum-trade, from the north-
ernmost part of the river Senegal, and from and
within that river, all along that coast, unto the
- southernmost part of the river Gambia, and with-
in the same; and granted unto them the sole
" trade in, to, and from the said rivers and couns
~ tries, for a certain term of years: with prohibi-
tion to all others her subjects to trade to the same
~ places, on pain of forfeiture of ships and goods :
and these were the first English merchants who
ever traded to the coast of Africa, by and under
the authority and protection of the Crown of

Great Britain.
In the reign of James the First and his succes-
sor Charles, and during the time of the Usurpa-
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tion, sundry persons were encouraged by public
authority, to trade to other parts of Africa, and
to take such measures for the better carrying on
and improving the same, as they should judge
most proper. In pursuance whereof, they built
one fort at Cormantine, on the Gold-coast, and
another in the river Gambia, on the North coast :
and these were the only places of consequence,
which the English were in possession of at the
Restoration.

The States-general of the United Provinces
observing, as we may imagine, the measures
taken in England for the encouraging of a trade
to Africa, did also, abount the year 1621, erect
and establish a company, which they called the
West-India Company ; and, for their encourage-
ment, granted unto them all the lands and coun-
tries which they could conquer or gain possession
of in Africa, from the Tropic of Cancer to the
Cape of Good Hope, and in America, from the
southernmost part of Newfoundland to the
Streights of Magellan, and La Maire, on the
East side; and from those streights to the
Sl:reig]lts of Anian, on the West side, with the
whole trade, and right of trading into and from
all such lands and countries; and also with pro-
hibition to all others their subjects to trade to or
frequent them, or any of them, under the severest
penalties.  Whereupon the said Company appli-
ed themselves to the making of divers important
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conguests in Brazil and Africa ; and such success
attended their arms, especially in Africa, that, in
the year 1687, they took the strong fortress of St.
Georgerdel Mina, on the Gold-coast: and in a
year or two more, all the other Portuguese forts
and settlements, on the same coast: all which
places were afterwards yielded to them by the
treaty of truce and pavigation, concluded (anno
1641) between the Crown of Portugal and the
States, :

From this ti'mr_',_ and in virtue of these posses-
sions, thus taken from and yielded by the Portu-
guese, the Dutch West-India Company took upon
themselves to cluim the solé right in and to all
the lands and countries in Africa, from Cape
Palmas to Cape Lopez, comprehending all the
Gold-coast, —Whidah, and sundry other great
and populous countries on each side of them.
And, although the English had built a fort at
Cormantine, and sctiled factories at other places
on the Gold-coast, hefore the Duteh had made
the said conquests ; and had, therefore, as good
aright and title as themselves to afree trade atall
places on the same coast, not in their actual posses-
sion or occupation: yet from this time forward,
the Dutch West-India Company always kept one
ortwo cruizers on the coast, whose chief business
was to watch all such English ships as eame (o
trade there, and to follow them from place to
place; and either to lie between them and the

s

[ N T T S



250

shore, and intercept their trade with the natives,
or to frighten them off the coast and ruin their
voyages, or to seize and camy them to St
George del Mina; and this not only where
such ships were found trading on the Gold-coast,
at places near any of the Duteh Company's
forts and settlements, but also at places several
hundreds of miles distant from them,

King Charles the Second, soon after his resto-
ration, being made acquainted with the preca-
rious state to which the trade of his subjects in
those parts was reduced, and having likewise
received many complaints touching the inter-
ruptions given to, and depredations committed
upon, the ships of this nation, by the Dutch
West-India Company, on the coast of Africa;
it became necessary to consider not only of &
proper method for protecting and securing the
trade for the fature, but likewise in what man-
ner reparation might be obtained for such
damages and depredations.

For the first; it being now evident that the
single and separate endeavours of private En-
glish merchants were by no means sufficient to
contend with the united power and interest of
the Dutch West-India Company in these parts
of the world, and the English having found
by former experience in the East Indies, what
little stress was to be laid on any treaty that
might be concluded between the two nations
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in Europe, for the security of such a distant
Lranch of our trade ; the only chance which his
Majesty had left for maintaining and defending
the right of his subjects to a free and unmolested
trade in Africa, against the pretensions and en-
croachments of such u rival, was to incorporate
and unite such of his own subjeets as should
hie willine to engage in the said trade, into
one body ; and to grant unto them sueh powers,
privileges, and encouragements, as the circum-
stancesof the trade at that time required : which
was accordingly done by letters-patent under the
oteat-seal of England, bearing date the 10th
of Junuary, 1662 ; and the said united body of
English merchants was ealled The Company
of Royal Adventurers of England, trading to
Africa. As to the second; his Majesty was
pleased to cause a particular account of the
damages complained of to be drawn up, and
transmitted to his envoy at the Hague, with
orders to demand and insist npon full repara-
tion for the same. But neither the one nor the
other of these steps had the desired effect: for,
in Holland, the States started so many diffi-
culties, and made such delays, that no satisfae-
tion could be obtained for any past injuries.
Nothing is more evident than that the chief
view of the Dutch at this time, and for some
years before, had been to exclude the English
entirely from the trade to Africa, and to engross
52
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the same wholly to themselves. And it is
equally apparent, that the value which they then
set upon this trade was such, that, rather than
consent that the English should enjoy a share
thereol peaceably and quietly, they made it their
choice tg stand all the hazards, and to bear all
the inconveniences of a war with England. But,
however, it so fell out, that the event did not
answer their expectations ; for, in spite of all the
cfforts of the Dutch, the English Company
kept their footing in Africa: and by the third
article of the treaty of peace concluded at Breda,
anno 1067, it was mutually agreed, that each
party should keep and enjoy all such lands,
wlands, towns, foriresses, places, and colonies,
as during that war, or before, the one had by
force of arms, or otherwise, taken from the other.
And in virtue of this article, the Dutch West-
India Company kept possession of the English
fort at Cormantine, and the Royal African Com-
pany kept possession of the castle at Cabo Corso,
which they had, by the assistance of Admiral
Holmes, re-taken from the Dutch before the war
began, and to which they had an undoubted
right.

But the stipulations of this treaty, in favour
ofs the English Company, were by no means
sufficierit 1o enable them to bear up against
the many difficulties they had to struggle with.
They had fonnd it extremely difficult to per-
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suade people to come in at first, and be con-
cerned with them in so precarious a trade ; by
which means, their stock was muoch too small
for such an undertaking : they had been obliged
to be at great charges in Africa, and they had
met with many severe losses by captures and
otherwise at sea, durin'é' the war, and, for want
of sufficient stock to begin with, they had con-
tracted a large debt at home. And as under
these cirenmstances, they were so far from being
able to carry on and improve their trade, or to
make any new acquisitions, that it was with the
utmost difficulty they conld maintain those places
which they had still in their possession :—For
extricating themselves, therefore, out of these
and the like difficulties, as well as for opening a
way for others to undertake the care, management,
and improvement of so valuable a trade with
more success, they consented and agveed, in con-
sideration of a certain sum of money, which was
to be paid unto them by another Company then in-
tended to be established, to surrender their charter
to the erown, and to assign and transfer all their
estate, property, interests, and effects in Africa,
and elsewhere, unto the said new Company.
His Majesty likewise approving of this, as the
most proper expedient, as well for doing justice
to the Company of Royal Adventurers, as for
the better preserving and enlarging the trade
to Africa, was thereupon pleased to accept of the
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said surrender; and by his letters-patent under
the great-seal of England, bearing date the 27th
day of September, 1672, to establish and incor-
porate the late Royal African Company of
England, and to grant unto them, all the lands,
countries, havens, roads, rivers, and other places
in Afriea, from the port of Sallee, in South
Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, for the
term of ome thousand years; with the intire
trade and traffic into and fromn the said countries
and places, with prohibition to all others his
suhjects, to visit or frequent the same without
the licence of the said Company : and also with
such other powers and privileges, as were then
judged proper and necessary, for enabling them
to undertake so hazardous and chargeable a
work.

Herenpon the new Company provided proper
books to take subscriptions in, and kept them
open for nearly twelve months, and invited all
His Majesty's subjects who pleased to become
adventurers with them, and to subscribe for
what sums they thought fit, towards raising a
sufficient joint-stock for retrieving the said trade
out of the precarious condition in which it then
was ; and for the better securing and enlarging
the same for the future. But so backward and
fearful were merchants and others, at this time,
to be concerned therein, that all the subscrip-
tions they could get from all partsof the king-
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dom, amounted only to the sum of £111,100.
With this stock, however small it was, this
Company applied themselves, with all possible
vigour, to pursue the ends of their establish-
ment *.

At this time, the Datch West-India Company
were in possession of the strong fortress of St,
George del Mina ; and of the English fort at
Cormantine, called Fort Amsterdam : and they
had likewise another, named Fort St. Anthony,
at Axim ; another called Fort St. Sebastian, on
the river Chamah ; a fifth called Fort Nassau,
at Mouree ; a sixth called Creveceeur, at Accra;
and a seventh, named Fort Conraadsburg, at St.
Jago, within gun-shot of St. George del Mina;
all on the Gold-coast, and lying very com-
modiously to co-operate with and assist one
another in case of need. The Danes were in
possession of one small but impregnable fort
(afterwards called Fort Royal), on the top of a
hill, within gun-shot of Cape Coast; and of
another at Accra, to the eastward of the Dutch
fort at the same place. The Elector of Bran-
denburg had one good fort, at Cape Three-points,

* The small stock the Compamy had, and their great
desire to establish themselves as speedily as possible, in
opposition to the Dutch interest in this country, sufficiently
account for the hasty, and I may add, unskilful wanner,
in which some of their forts were constructed,
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and two smalier ones at some little distance te
the eastward of the same : and the new English
Company were in possession of one small fort at
Cabo Corso, that being the only fort on this
coast, of which the Dutch had not dispossessed
the former Company during the late war,

The first thing, therefore, which this Com-
pany found most necessary to be dene, was to
* endeavour, by all lawful means, to strengthen
themselves as mmeh as possible on this coast,
as other nations, and especially the Dutch, had
done before them: and for this purpose, they
enlarged Cape-Coast Castle ; they built one fort
at Accrn, another at Dixcove,a third at Win-
nehah, a fourth at Succondee, and a fifth at
Commenda ; and rebuilt a sixth at Avnamaboe ;
all on the Gold-coast, and three of them about
musket-shot from Duteh forts : and they like-
wise purchased Fredericksherg, or Fort Royal,
of the Danes; without which, Cape-Coast
Castle could not be safe. 'They-also built another
fort at Whidah, for the security of the slave-
trade at that place.  And, although in the
prosecution of these works, the suid Company
met with all possible opposition from the Dutch
West-India Company on the Gold-coast, which
often broke out into open hostilities, and many
times ended not without bloodshed on both
sides; aud the Company were put to mﬁlﬂ’e—
dible charge and expence in purchasing the
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consent and assistance of the natives, for making
such settlements, as well as {ur transporting,
from time to time, the requisite supplies of
soldiers, artificers, provisions, and all other ne-
cessarics and materials from England for such
buildings, (all which were rendered still more
difficult, chargeable, and hazardous, by the long
war which ensued with France): yet, never-
theless, the said Company mnever ceased their
care and endeavours, until they had completed
their undertakings, and thereby put the English
interest on an equal footing with-the Dutch.

The losses and damages which the Company
sustained during the war, were more and greater
than can be easily imagined : but the chief
grievance was the loss of their fort on the
river Gambia, (anno 1695,) which was taken,
plundered, and destroyed, by a squadron of
French men-of-war.  And in addition to this
misfortune, when the Company came to take
possession thereof again after the peace, they
found the French settled in the river, and claim-
ing an equal share of the trade.

In 1697, the Parliament, having taken the
trade of Africa into their consideration, thought
fit, as a further means of enlarging and improv-
ing the same, to lay the trade open to all His
Majesty's subjects for thirteen years, and from
thence to the end of the (then ) next session of Par-
liament : and, in regard the Royal African Com-

N |
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pany of England had been at the charge of build-
ing and maintaining a considerable number of
forts and castles on the said coast, which the Par-
liament likewise judged necessary to be main-
taied in future, for the preservation and better
carrying on the said trade; they were further
pleased to impose a duty of 10 per cent. ad valo-
rem on all goods and merchandize exported to
Africa during the said term; to be assured and
paid to the said Company, for enabling them to
maintain their said forts and castles.

This act continned in force from the 24th of
June, 1698, tothe 24th of June, 1712 : in which
time, the charges of the Company in maintain-
ing their forts and castles, amounted, at a medi-
um, to about 20,000 per annumn ; and, in four-
teen years, to 280,000L in the whole. The duty
which the separate traders paid in the same time,
amounted in the whole to 73,7851, 10s. 61d. and
no more ; and 10 per cent. upon the Company’s
own exports for the same time, amounted to the
sum of 36,3871 13s. 13d. Whence it appears,
that, even while that act continued in force, the
total of the 10 per cent. duty fell far short of half
the charges and expences, which the Company
were at in maintaining their forts.

Since the expiration of this act, in 1712, to
this day, all others His Majesty's subjects have
traded as freely and openly to all parts of Africa
as they did, or might have done, under the autho-

3
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rity of said aci. And the said Company did, at
their own cost and chavge, defray the expences
of maintaming the said forts and castles; which,
at a very moderate computation, has been repre-
sented by the late Royal African Company to
amount to above 250,000, By which means,
and by the extravagant rise in the price of slaves
at Annamahoe, and other places on the coast,
and by the decay of gold-trade which ensued
thereupon, the proprietors of the Companys+have
been, for many years past, obliged either to raise
sundry great sums of money for maintaining
their forts and castles, without receiving any pro-
fit from the trade in return for the same, or to
ran the risk not only of losing all the money
which they had from time to time raiSed and ex-
pended for supporting their own property, but of
becoming accessaries to the entire loss of the
trade to Africa, and consequently by relinquish-
ing and abandoning their forts, to be seized and
pomessed by such foreign nations as were long
watching for an opportunity to get them into
their hands.

This being the case with regard to the Com-
pany; and it being the sense of the nation, that
the trade to Africa should continue free and open
to all His Majesty’s subjects ; the only thing that
remained to be considered was, whether, or no,
forts and castles were necessary to be maintained
for the preservation of the said trade to this king-
dom? And if they were necessary to be kept up
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for that purpose; who, upon the footing of an
open trade, ought, in justice and reason, to bear
the charges of them ?

That it is absolutely necessary that forts and
castles should be maintained in Africa, was nrged
from the following considerations,

For a sevies of years it has heen the constant
policy of all such European nations, as have been
fortunate enough- to make any new discoveries,
and to gain any established power and authority
in remote and barbarous countries, to build and
maintain forts, and, in virtue of such possessions,
to claim a right to whole kingdoms, and to tracts
of land of vast extent, and to exclude all other
nations from trading in, to, or from them.

By this method, the Portuguese long enjoyed
the whole trade to Africa, and to the East Indies.

By similar measures, the Spaniards for many
years claimed and engrossed to themselves almost
the whole continent of America, and most of the
adjacent islands,

By alike method, the Dutch had rendered
themselves absolute masters of all those islands in
the East, which produce cinnamon, cloves, nut-
megs, and mace; and from them supplied the
whole world with those commedities, in such
quantities, and at such prices, as théy thought fit:
besides which, this enterprizing people, for some
time before and after the year 1660, attempted to
gain the entire possession of the most valuable
parts of the coast of Africa, and to exclude the



261
English from any share or interest therein;
which, in 1664, produced a war between the two
nations.

It is apparent, that the safety and preservation
of our trade to Africa, against the pretensions
and encroachments of such nations as are strong-
ly settled in those parts, particularly the Dutch,
depends absolutely upon our keeping the forts
and castles on the const in a defensible condition;
and that it was but just and equitable, that the
public should have supported those forts and set-
tlements.

While the Company enjoyed the cntire trade
to Africa, they purchased, built, and maintained
their said forts and castles at their own sole
charge; and thereby acquired an undonbted
right and property in and to them. The ex-
P of maintaining them, from the year 1672
to 1698, was not less (according to the Com-
pany’s account) than 15,0001 per anmwom ; which,
in twenty-six years, amounts to 390,0000.; the
charges for the next fourteen years, viz. from
1698 to 1712, at 20,000L per annum, deducting
the amount of the duty which the separate
traders paid in the same time, came to about
206,000 ; and the charges which the Company
were at, on the same account, for the succeeding
seventeen years, reckonmg but 15,0000 per an-
nwm, comes to 255,000[. Which three sums
make together the sum of 851,000 : and so much,
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al least, the Company represented that they had
" expended in keeping and maintaining their said

forts and castles since the commencement of

their charter; and this, exclusive of many other

necessary articles of expenditure, which might

be brought in, if they wished to swell the ac-

count.

Now, although the Company did willingly and
cheerfully bear the expence of the first period,
because nothing had been done by public autho-
rity in all that time to deprive them of any of
their privileges: although they continued to keep
and support their said forts and castles for the
next succeeding fourteen years, in hopes that the
duty of 10 per cent. upon their own and the se-
parate traders’ exports to Afriea would bave fully
defrayed that charge, as the Parliament undoubt-
edly intended it should : and although the Com-
pany, for the preservation of their own property,
as well as for the protection of the trade, continn-
ed to keep up and maintain their forts and castles
for seventeen years after, at their own sole cost
and charge, whereby they expended in the ser-
vice of their country above 230,000L : yet, while
the trade to Africa remained free and open to all
others His Majesty's subjects, there was no reason
why the Company should be obliged to maintain
the said forts and castles at their own sole cost
and charge.

Accordingly, in the year 1730, the Company
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petitioned Parliament ; and they obtained 10,0001
to enable them to support their forts and settle-
ments: which sum was aunually paid to them,
excepting two or three years interruption, until
the last change effected in the state of this Com-
pany, by an act of parliament made in the year
1751 ; intitled, *“ An Act for the application of
a sum of money, therein mentioned, granted to
His Majesty, for making compensation and satis-
faction to the Royal African Company of Eng-
land, for their charter, lands, forts, castles, slaves,
military stores, and all other their effects what-
soever; and to vest the lands, forts, castles,
slaves, and military stores, and all other their
effects, in the Company of Merchants trading to
Africa: and for other purposes in the act men-
tioned.”

By this act, the said Company were divested
of their charter, and after the 10th of April,
1752, ceased to be a corporation ; and their forts,
castles, and all other their possessions in Africa,
are vested in the new Company of Merchants
trading to Afiica: and in consequence of the
trade to Africa being, by virtue of the said act,
and that also of the 23d of George the Second,
made free and open to all His Majesty’s subjects,
the Parliament allow the said Company from
10,0001 to 15,0001, per annum, for the support of
the forts and castles for the public service. And
in° consequence of the abolition of the Slave-
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trade, and a rise in the prices of India goods, and
other articles, with which the expences of the
Company are defrayed in this country, Parlia-
ment voted the sum of 23,000/ for the support
of the British establishments on the Gold-coast,
and Whidah ; which sum was annually paid *.

* This increased grant was made from thie representation
of the Committee, to enable them to enlarge the salaries of
their ofticers, who suffered a diminution of their advantages
in consequence of the abolition of the principal trade of
the country,

When the very limited means appropriated for the main-
tenance of the forts and settlements on the Gold-coast of
Africa are considered, it will rather appear more wonderful
how' they can be kept up at all, than that they are not kept
in a more respectable state of defences e whole expendi-
ture is not more than that of many a private gentlemun's
house in England.
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