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most remote degree to excite more intelligent efforts 

and more active enterprise on behalf of the un­

enlightened African, o_r to augment the Commerce of · 

the United Kingdom with a Country, now in danger 
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of falling into the hands of our Enemies, I shall feel 

an ample reward for the risques and dangers to whicll 

I have been exposed in collecting these Fragments; 

while the occasion gives me the opportunity of sub­

scribing myself, 

With grateful acknowledgment , 

Your Lordship 's 

Most obed ient , an'd J e\'oted humble Servant, 

JOSEPH CORRY. 
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WITH becoming deference, I shall endeavour to illustrate in 

the following pages, the observations I have personally made 

upon the Coast of Africa, and to give the information I have ob­

tained from an extended circle of Chiefs, aDd native Tribes, re­

lative to its Inhabitants, their Religion, Habits and Customs, the 

natural productions and commercial resources, &c. and attempt 

to delineate the most eligible grounds upon which the eondition 

of the African may be effectually improved, and our cbmmerCial 

relations be preserved with that important quatter of the glob€!, 

Though deeply impressed with the importance of the su.bject, 

and my own incompetency, I obtrude myself upon Pu·blic li0~ibe; 

governed by thiS reflection, that I am stimulated ~y an ataenf 

zeal for the pr9sperity of my Countty, and am animated by a phi. 

lanthropic solicitude for the effeG.tual manumission of the Affiea,n, 

from his enslaved GIMyt-oms, his s~lperstitiol!ls idolatry, and fbF· €he 

enlargement of his intellectual powers. 



viii PREFACE. 

I shall guard against the sacrifice of truth to abstracted princi­

pIes; and if in t he most remote degree, I excite the interference 

of my countrymen in behalf of the African, extend our com­

merce, and enlarge the circle of cil.ilized and Christian Society, 

I shall th ink that 1 have neither travelled, nor written in vain. 

Africa is a country hitherto but little known ; those in gene­

ral who have visited it, have been either inadequate to research, or 

have been absorbed in the immediate attainment of gain : more­

over the European TI, veller in that country bas to contend wi th 

the combined influence of the native jealousies of its inhabitants, 

their hereditary barbarism, obstinate ferocity, and abOl'e all, an 

uncongenial climate. To surmount these difficulties, commerce 

is the most certain medium to inspire its Chiefs and Natives with 

confidence, and to obtain a f,lcility of intercourse with the 

interior country. Sanctioned by that pursuit, I have been fa ­

voured with information from a large circle of ative Chiefs, and 

Tribes, relative to their custom s, their habits, localities, predilec­

tions. and the existing state of society . 

The impressions, which ocular demonstration, and personal 

investigation occasion upon visiting this uncultivated country, 

are so different from those excited in any other district of the 

globe, and so powerful, that the mind is naturally led to medi­

tation on the means of its improvement and on the mode by which 

it may be ameliorated, and the sources of commerce be essentially 

enlarged. 
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Europe, which merits the highest rank for philanthropy, has 

hitherto strangely neglected this co~ntry; nor have the attempts 

of individuals and benevolent Societies been productive in ,ende.,.­

vOliring to diffuse the influence of civilization, and to desseminate 

the seeds of science throughout these extensive regions. 

Trusting that my endeavours to befriend the Natives of Africa, 

and to extend the Commerce of my Country, will shield me from 

the severity of anilhadversion, and of criticism, I shall proceed in 

my relation. 

J. CORRY. 

September 1st. 1807. 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER . 

. Mandingo Chief and his Head l\ofan, with other Nalives in their Costume, to face 

the Title Page. 

Sketch of tbe 'Windward Coast of Africa 

Palma 

The Colony of Sierra Leone and Islands of Banana 

Island of Goree 

Porto Praya, Island of St. Jago 

Island of Fogo, Cape Verd 

Island of St. Jago, and Paps of Cape Verd 

Banee Island, River Sierra Leone 

to face page 
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10 

23 

24 

25 

33 

In illustration of the above Plates, it may be satisfactory to the Reader to explain that 

the Turban, in the Frontispiece;distingnishes the lI!landillgo CMif; and that the Cnp, 

which adorns the lIead Man, is t::mbroidered by tuemsci-oes Oil scadet cloth procured from 

Europeans in trade; and is executed with great ingenuity. 

The narrow stripe of blue cloth suspended bt"hiRd from t1ie covering which adorns 0 ne 

()f the figures in the back ground, distinguishes a female in the state of virginity. 

This distinguishing mark" 'Of "Dirgin purity is uniformly removed upon entering into the 

matrimonial state, and is called by the Timmanees Tilltanjt'.y. 

In the Plate of Banee Island, River Sierra Le,one, page 3-3, is a correct representat ion 

oftbe Pullam tree, described in page 38, as bearing s.species of silk cotton, orcther Ehhvn, 

and is much revered by 'the natives, who consider it in many instances as their Feti~'h. 

ERRATA. 

Page 54, line 8, for gallunas read galhinas. 
62 2, for is derivedji'om tne Africa" gris-gris, read, is the p;preJsion 

from 'Which de African gris-gris is derived. 
64 20 for iugr4S, read lugaTs. 
92 6, for bungra, read bangra. 
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OBSERV ATIONS 

UPON THE 

WINDW ARD COAST OF AFRICA. 

CHAPTER I. 

RemarksJi"om the Period rif my Embarkation at St. Helens, to my 
arrival at Sierra Leone-Sketcbes rif the Land discovered in 
tbe Passage-its Bearings and Distance-with Observations 
upon the Bay and Entrance qf Sien'a Leone River, &c. 

PREViOUS to my arrival and landing in the river Sierra Leone, 
onthe 6th of April, .1805, I shall notice my passage, and dis­
play the sketches I have taken of the land we fell in with, its 
bearings and distance, for the observation of the mariner, which 
from position and pf(')minence to the Atlantic, claim his most 
serious attention in running down the coast of Africa to­
windward.-

• Perhaps it will be considered by the reader a singular phenomenon, that 
the upper region of Palma was covered wilh snow. 

II 
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On the 9th ~arch, 1805, I sailed from St. Helens in the ship 
Thames, commanded by James "'elsh, in comp~ny with a fleet 
of ships buund to the East Indies, under convoy of his Majesty's 

ship Indostan. "'e had a favourable run down Channel; but, 

after making to the westward of Scilly, a heavy gale of ~wind 
separated the Thames from the convoy, which we never after­

wards regained, and were therefore obliged, at aU hazards, to 
peucced for our destinatioll upon the coa,st of Afl·rca. 

Nothing interesting occurred dul"ing a prosperous and quick 

passage, until the high land of Sierra Leone appeared in view 

on the evening of the 5th of April. "'e came to an anchor 
outside the Capes, and weighed the next morning, steering our 

course for the river. 
The space between Leopard's Island, situated to the north, 

ancLCape Sierra Leone to the south, forms the entrance into the 

ril'er Sierra Leone; being in latitude 8· So" N, and in 13· 43" 
\Y. long. and is computed about sel" n geogrdphical k.lgUCS 
distant. Tbe river emplies itself immediately into the oCean; 

and its level banks to thl! north orc covered with impervious 

forests, while tho~e to the south exhibit tlte rom3ntiG seem:r), of 
an extended chain of lofty mountains and hill, clothed and or-
11amented with foliage of the most luxuriJnt nature. exciting 

the highest aumiration in those who are susceptihle uf the 
impressions which the sublime works of the ('f<!Jtion nelCl' fail 

to in,'pirc. 
1..'pon entering the hay, the eye is attracted by an extensive 

river, circumscribed by the foregoing outline, :l!ld exhibiting 
upon its hallks an nss~mblagc of the productions of nature, 

vcgct<lting in their native pUl'lt) , This 1'1\.'\\ IS dni!l1~kd by the 
prospect of the colony of Sierra Leone, 'lad the masts of vessels 
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WINDWARD COAST OF AFRICA. s 
and craft which commerce, and a safe anchorage, encourage 
to assemble before it, and by numerous natives paddling with 
great dexterity in their canoes. 

As I shall have occasion to speak hereafter of the importance 
of this bay in a commercial and agricultural point of view, I 
shall not at present ente.r into farther details; but only suggest 
that I consider it as a position from whence active enterprize 
may perform its operations throughout an extensive district, and 
derive the most important advantages. 

At two, P. M. came to an anchor before the fort and settle­
ment of Bance Island, which we saluted with seven guns. The 
river is navigable up to this island for ships, and small craft 
proceed a number of miles higher, on the branches of the Port 
Logo and Rochel!. It is obscured from the view by the island 
of Tasso, until bearing round a point of that island called 
Tasso Point; the eye is then attracted by a regular fortification, 
and even an elegant range of buildings and store·.houses,which, 
with great propriety, may be considered as one of the most de­
sirable positions upon the windward coast of Africa, to command 
the interior commerce of the countries bordering upon the river 
Sierra Leone and its branches, and that of the rivers to the 
northward, the Scarcies and adjoining rivers, the Rio Pongo, 
with the Isles De Loss, Rio Grande, Rio Noonez, &c. and 
those which fall into the sea from Cape Sierra Leone to Cape 
Palmas. 

Tasso is an island adjoining, about a mile and a half distant, 
of some extent, and a remarkably fertile soil. It is attached to 
Bance Island; bearing cotton of a very good staple, and is 
capable of producing any tropical production. Considerable 
labour and expense have been applied to introduce cultivation 
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1111" Ihi I 1"Ilt', "nel 10 I x"ll1pliry 10 thl' Africal1lhc advanlagM 
IIt'ri\',lhk /roln hi I1,UIY" 'uri, hy ,h· civil "rls of life; while 
lIl1lkl if tilll1lore l'It'Illlfk upl:nllll'IHknry, it "QuIt! b'rome.l 
pu I' iOIl (;If vny ,ull i,kruhl ' 10m '<Ill 'ne ' in an ugricuhurat 
View, 

B ill If" Islond ifl lililc Inor,' Ihan 0 burrt'n nJ( k, of abo III Ihre '. 
'fuU l1 ' I'R of' ,I mjle in ,'XI,'nl, The nlnlllC(.' ,,)In Ihe furl I 
Ihrough a folding <Ioor or gatl', over whidl, ,hroughout the 
Illghl, ,I IV,III h I" on ',11111 pl"ec(1. The e, p<.' lalion l'X ill,:" 
by lis ,'xll'mill ,'PP",I1',I1I1'1' W('I" hy 110 I1W,IIl "scnl~1 hy II 

VieW 01 Ih, Inl '1'1'" (;Iflhe (orl, III wlll( h IV 'r' ll~ 'mblcd ev'ral 
Ir,HIeT "lIld ,hkf , wil h Ih"il' ullt'ndunl I wo, much Ih' ob­

Il" I "r 11ll'11' rUrIo"t ' ,lIld ,ltI"1l I 11111 , ant! 111 Iheir mOllner, all 
ca 111 l' lip to'l1e, h) ,~if'( IIIr ~frr"I"', ." l'\pn.'s~·d in the idiolll 

of Iheir I,UI~II"~I" ' I his "'ll'1I101lY I' '''''ply per/omll" "y 
lourhillg Ih" (jllgl'r~, ,""'''1111',111,<,<1 In Ihe TiuIIII"'Y I~"gung' hy 
I Ill' U,,"r1 oill'i, ann' .01 ("1/(.,, ur, how d" 'Uti d" I ' I he n'!,I)' 
III Ihi~ i 1111, ",hi, h ""'n" ~ goud, I I '1IIlII )"ltl 'cr icc, 

' I I,,' (:nrllllll,I~, or In ... hind., P'~'P"'. III,' "'~l'l1Ibl"d oulside 

lil\' 1"11, III h"",'I'~ or hilt. IUIlIt \\'IIh I1Il1d, lIJlon Ih' gl'n'ral 
1,,",,1111< 11011 III .\ 11'1',1, "Ill< h "'<lhilly IS ,111 oblong squ,m:. rai ~ 
IIIIIt' II11Il~' Ih,," "Ighl f, 'I. or", Ird""(II", ',ttne hughl, 0\ T 

"hi,h" Iltto\\II .11,>01 "I lI,ttuh"". or (,th,'!' Ihatch, slIl'l','rled 
II 1,,"1 "holll Ii\'" or kd ,1S11I11"'r, fOlming ,I 'nol') . 
"h" II hell, r, Ihe III lrulll Ihe 1,1)' 01 Ihe SUII. or the incl,\­
,"rlll \ (If Ih" \"",llher. a"d ,I f1"1 d, u IHlde l111dcr ",hi h Ih,') 
"'III' III lilt'" In'IIll' h',ll "IIII\' d,IY. wh Ie II",), 1"110'" IIIlh II 

1IIlI IIlII'" k •• "r 11,.1 IIpUII 1IIl'ii 1lI,lt., This gl"Up of llu"dlllJo( 
I1r )IIIi ' I" d<'IIlIlI1I11,Il'd Ad un's fown, ('"lit, Ih' hl.\I:\" Illd 

\\lto I""bllks owr thl' C Ilbutlrtll!:l pcul'k , Their l1uU1ber~ lillI ' 
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be estimated at about 600. Originally they were slaves to the 
proprietors of this island; but from a very humane and wise 
policy, they hRve been endowed with certain privileges, which 
r.escue them from an absolute state of slavery, and prevents 
their being sold as slaves, unless they are convicted by the laws 
and customs of their country of some crime or delinquency. 

Among these people are artizans in various branches, viz. 
smiths, carpenters, joiners, masons, &c. under the supt<rinten­
dance of Europeans in their different trades, who for inge­
nuity and adroitness in their respective capacities, woul<tdeserve 
the approbation even of the connoi"sseur in these arts; while in 
many other instances they discover a genius of the mosrintelli­
gen~ character, and a decency in their dress and 'manners distin­
guished from that among the surrounding tribes; which is the 
never failing eonsequence of the influence of the arts of civilized 
SOl:iety over barbarous customs and habits. 

I 

-. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Tbe Allteor ieat'cs Ba1lce Islalld-T'isits tbe Colouy oj Sierra L MI • 

-Deli1'crs bis illtroductory Leiter to tbe late Corlemor D .' , 
from wbom be ezpcrimrcs <I most bospilable Ree 'Plioll-Curs01~ 

Remarks upollibat CololI)' alll/ UPOIl tbf Islands oj Ba1l1lalld­
His EmboJrkill/Ou for tbe IsloJlld oj Goree, C::c 

F RO. r the 6ih to the 22d April, I remained at Bance Isbnd, 
and having determined to embark for Europe, where circum­

stances required me b) the fir t cOIl\'cyance, I yisited the c,,­

Ion), of icrra Lcone, then under the government of the l.!te 
Capt. \\' illiam Day, of the Royal j avy, to whom I had a recom­

mendatory 1 ltCI'. I Ii reception of me was in confonnity with 
his general character, distingubhed for urbanity and polite hos­
pitality; and such \" ere thl! impressions upon m)' mind, both 
from obscn'ation and report, of thl! kill and penetration he 
Pl? :cs. cd to fulfil the arduous duties of hi station, that they 
nCI'Cl' \I ill be effaced, ,Ino I shall ,,'cr rd.lin the highe t respect 

for II , memory. He was then occupied in forming plans of de­
fence in the colony; .lIlJ had he Ii I cd, 1 am firmly per uado!<l, 

from ubscqucnt obSC\'I'aliOn and cnqlury, that it IV ulJ in a 
short period have opposed to an enemy a formidable resist­

ance, nnd lhat it might have becn speedily rescued [1'0\11 thut 
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anarchy and confusion which distracted cOlillcils, and want of 
unanimity had occasioned. 

The colony of Sierra Le()ne was established by the 31St of 
George Ill. avowedly in opposition to the Slav.e Trade, and for 
the purpose of augmenting more natural commerce, and intro­
ducing civilization among the natives of Africa. The grant is 
from the I st of J lily, 1791, and to continue for the space of 
31 years. During the late waf with France, in September 1794, 
it was nearly destroyed by a French squadron, consisting of one 
two-decker, seve.ral armed ships and brigs, in the whole about 
seven or eight ~ail; they appeared in the offing on the evening 
of the 27th, and in the morning of the 28th at day-light com­
menced their operations; the result of which was, that the co­
lony was ravaged by the enemy, and many houses burnt and 
destroyed. This squadron was piloted into the river by two 
Americans, one of whom was a Captain Neville. The pecu­
niary loss to the colony by this attack has been estimated at 
about 40,0001. independant of buildings destroyed, valued 
at first cost, about 15!000l. more. Bance Island experienced 
the same fate, and suffered in pecuniary loss upwards of 
20,000l. 

In addition to this calamity, the Sierra Leone Company had 
to lament the inefficiency of its superintendants, their want of 
unanimity, and various other disasters and unforeseen difficul­
ties which operated to augment the charge in their establish­
ment, and diminish its funds; and with every defer\lnce to the 
benevolent undertakers, whose motives merit the highest appro­
bation of every enlightened mind, I would observe, they have 
likewise to regret their misconception of tpe eligible grounds 
upon which so beneficent a plan is to be productive of operative 

-. 
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inJ1ucnce: but as at a future stage of my narratilre, 1 shall be 

enabled from more minute investigation to enter at large upon 

this ilJ!eresting subject, I shall for the present dismiss it. 

On the 28th of April I embarked 011 board his Majesty's sloop 

of war the Lark, then upon the windward station: having looked 

into the river for Governor Day's dispatches, &c.; and I cannol 

omit this opportunity of expressing the obligations conferred 

upon me by Captain Langford, the commander, and his officers. 

which invariably continued during my being on board. At 

day-light we weighed, and were saluted by one of the forts 

\\ ith 15 guns, which were l'eturne<1; nothing of moment oc­
CUlTed during our passage, except being Ollce overtaken with a 

tornado: this is a hurricane which pre\'aiis upon the windward 

coast of Africa about this season of the year, preceding the 

rainy season; and it is impossible to c0111'e), by description all 

adequate idea of this explosion of the clements. It announces 

its approach by a small white cloud scarcely discemible, \~ hich 
with incredible velocity overspreads the atmosphere, and enve­

lopes the affrighted mariner ill a vortex of lighl11ing, thunder, 

torrents of rain, <·C. exhibiting nature in one unh'cr al uproar 

It is necessary when this doud appears nt sea. to take in all s il 

instantaneously. and hear away right before the furious assailant, 

"hich soon expends its awful and tremendous "iolencc, and 

nature is again hushed into peaceful tranquillity. 
To the southward of Cape ierra LcOll(', and in about S 

d~grees norlh latitude, lie the \sIJnd' of 13anl1;\I1;l, in a ,jil\'ctlOIl 

ilOill east to W(,5t. To the west of Gr,'lt Bann.llla, he the 
~m,ll\er island, which al'\? little mol'" than barren rocks. The 

soil of the Bannanns IS very fertiie, and the climate he,,11l1}, 

from their proximity to these3, and the refreshing breezes which 
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it bestows upon them. They take their name from a fruit so 
rlenominated; and are situated in the most eligible position 
for commerce, upon the Windward Coast; combining, from 
their fertility of soil and situation, great agricultural advantages, 
and""peculiar salubrity of all'. At present the sovereignty of 
these islands is contended for by two chiefs, of considerable 
intelligence and enterprise, named Caulker and Cleveland. 
Caulker appears to be the legitimate sovereign; Cleveland's 
forefathers }Javing been established by Caulkel's as trade men 
on their account; and by intermarriage with that family their 
daims are founded. James Cleveland, who married king 
Caulker's sister, first began the war by his Grummettas, on the 
Bannanas, attacking Caulker's people on the Plantains. The 
result of this violence was, that Charles Cdulker was killed in 
battle; and his body mangled and Cllt into pieces, in the most 
savage and cruel manner. In 1798, Stephen Caulker, the 
present chief, commenced war again, to revenge hi-s brother'~ 
death; and the barbarous contest has continued ever since, 
marked with ferocious cruelty, and with various success to the 
respective claimants. Soon after its renewal, James Cleveland 
died, and was succeeded by his nephew, WilIiar!1, who has 
receivl!d his cducatiori in England, and is a chief of no incon~ 
siderable acquirements and (,!lent. Stephen Caulker has suc­
ceeded in obtaining from him the possession of the Bannanas 
and Plantailis, and at present sways authority over th~m; still, 
however, exposed to the enterprising genius and intrigues of 
Cleveland. 

Were it practicable to reconcile these contentions, and pro­
cure these valuable islands, they would form most eligibLe 
auxiliaries and depots to any establishment which Government 

C 
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might form upon this part of the coast, and be of the most 

imJlortan 1'; or in the event of their being una!! limb e, J ct()o 

rics might be establi.hcd at Kitlim and B00111, b III Lnder 

Caulker's influence and protl"ction. I have had frequent in­

tcrcouI'sc "ith this chief, and I found him of a wry ~llperior 

undcrstanding, and acute intl'llect, t the generalilY of his 

countrymen; (tnd if his j"alousies could be allayed by the cmol­
licnts of swpcrior tldV3nt,Ige, his ilHclligence and co-operation 

would mllch f.l<:ilil,\te ony opcratiolH in this quarter. 

On thc 10th of Apl'il wc arrivcd at G~rec Hoad~, and came to 

on anlilOr nearly opposite to th.1t part of th e island of Gur " 

culled the Point de ore, and opening C.lpe Emanuel, which 

Is by ll1uch the most eligible position in the c'cnt "f lomad • 

8S a ship may al\\ a's run in safcty to sen, Jxot\\~n the i land 

and the main land. 

oree is a ,mall island, or barren rock, little more than till 

qunrters of a mile in length, <llld a few hUllll~J yaf't; ill 

breadth. Its native inhabitants IIrc of colour, and n spurious 

progeny from the French; for whom th '. . till reta:n a W 
pr~dilt'ction. Thc number of what nre c,llIed prinCIpal inhnbi­

t.lIlts, does not exceed .';0 m;llt'~, \\ ith Ihelr IJlllili ,dcpcnd.lIlt~, 

and sl.nc,; \\ hieh may in the aggl-cg3t· nmollnt to fr~'<lllelltly 

betWCCIl thrcc and fOLir tholl,and uls. Their principal t)""lde 

i~ in ,!a,'cs, of whom th y nnnu.llly export about two tholl lI11/, 

with n SlItnll proportion of <I au cargo, chiefly procured [ruin 
Camhi,) 

Hdi/o\ion. uf any tic-scription, is little practis d or lind food 
among tl1<'l11: .!thollgh it is c\'id~nt that Chri,tial1il~' Ita bl'l'll 

introduced into the i. land, as there ,II ' traccs of a cath"l ... , ,ha· 

pel on(\ a m()tli't~ry remaining. 'listolll here, as in All Ih 
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maritime countries of Africa, is the governing principle of aU 
their actions, added to an avaricious thirst lor gain, and the 
indulgence of sensual gratification. The ceremony of marriage 
is too offensive for delicacy even to reflect upon, much less for 
me to narrate: it does 1I0t attach to the ullion any sacred obli­
gation, the bond being broken at the moment of caprice in either 
party, or predilection in favour of any other object. As a preli­
minary to this disgusting ceremony, a "big dinner," in their 
phraseology, and a few presents to the lady, first obtaining her 
and her parents' consent, is all that is requisite. When the 
happy pair are united, the dependants an4; slaves of the' parties, 
and their respective connexians, who are assembled nilUnd the 
buildings or huts, send forth it most savage yell of exeIamation, 
accompanied by their barbarous music, gesticulations, and 
clapping of the hands, in unison with their song of triumph. 

This dance is continued with unabating vociferation during the 
night, and perhaps for a week, or greater length of time, bear­
ing, however, due reference to the rank and CONsequence of the 
connubial pair. 

The following morning the bride issues forth, with "5olemn 
pace and slow, in grand procession, preceded by her most 
intimate female associate during her virgin state, reclining 
upon her shoulder with both hands; who, in consequence, is 
considered as ~he next matrimonial candidate. They are im­
mediately surrounded by a concourse of attendants, accompa­
nied by music, dancing, and other wild expressions of joy; and 
in a body proceed to visit her circle of acquaintance and friends, 
who are always expected to contribute some offering of congra­
tulation. This ceremony is the concluding one on the part of 
ttlt bride; while the dancing and music are continued by the 
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attendants as long as they can procure any thing either to eat 
or drink. 

In a military point of view, in its present condition, the 
island of Goree is far from being a place of strength; but in a 
commercial, it is of considerable importance; and, therefore, 
ought to claim the attention of Government, if it attaches any 
consequence towards a commerce with the coast of Africa. In 
a military character, its batteries and guns are in an extremely 
bad condition; and it i. completely a po;ition wher~ a piccaroon 
privateer could check every supply from the continent, upon 

which it depends for fresh pro"isions and water, and Olight 
carryon hostile operations without the range of its batteries; 
which, by consequence, always exposes this garrison to COll­

tingencies and casual supply. In 3 commercial consideration, 
I view it 3S a posses ion of the greatest moment; from its 

contiguity to the French . ettlemcnt of the enegal, and to ,. 
large portion of that valuable di,tricl, which they claim and 
influence; from "hence aCCllr.lte information may be obtained 

of their operations; and a check may i~sue, to maintain our 

ascendency to leeward; besides a rallying point lor our out­
ward bound ships, to ascertain the enemy's force upon the 
coa t, the deviation from a direct collrse to lee\\ard being "cry 
unimportant: moreo\'er, it might be an eligible depot for the 
trade of that infinitely "Jluable ril'er, the Gambia, which, for 
variet), of natural productions, is perhaps not to be excelled by 
any other in the wor/J: only requ iring the hand of industry 
and iQtelligence to fertilize and unfold, 

Th '!;arrison of Gore.! has seldom more than 150 effi.'Cth'e 
....men to defend it, of the royal African r~gimcnt, commanded 

hy ~rajor Lloyd; and this forcl! is very fluctuating, from sick­

• Now Lieulen.nt Colon I Llo),d, 
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ness and the diseases of the climate; in general, however, it is, 
tolerably heal:hy, and its physical department is superintended 
by a gentleman (Doctor Heddle) of very considerable intelli­
gence and ability in his profession. The hospitality of Major 
Lloyd, and the officers of his corps, to their countrymen, is dis­
tinguished by liberality; and during my stay in that island, 
which was upwards of three weeks, I have to' acknowledge their 
polite ' attentions. I was the inmate of Mr. Hamilton, in the 
commissariat department, whose peculiar friendship and kind 
offices have made a most indelible impression upon my mind. 

The view from the roads, some of the buildings l')ear the 
shore being of stone, and upon even an elegant and convenient 
construction, is calculated to raise expectation upon approach­
ing it, which is considerably lessoned upon a nearer view; 
the streets being extremely narrow" and the huts of the natives 
huddled together without regularity or system. The inhabi­
tants are governed in their local customs and ca pacities by a 
native mayor, and his advisers; but, of course, under the con­
trol of the commandant of the garrison; and this privilege is 
a mere matter of form and courtesy, which a lenient authority 
permits. 
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CHAPTER m. 

An Excursion to tbe Main Land.- Visit to King Marraboo. ­
Anecdotes rif tbis Cbiif.- Anotber Excursion, accompanii!d by 
/Ofr. Hamilton.-A shoo ling Parly, accompanied by It-[arraooo's 
Son, Altxa71dn-, and otber Cbiefs.-Rl1ections upon Illfonna ­
tion obtailledfrom them, relative to tbis Part of Ibe Coast, and 
at Goree.-Embark lit bis Majrsly's Sloop rif Irar, the Euge­
nic, wbicb cOllvoyed Mr. It-[ullgo Park in tbe Brig Crcscmt, 10 

tbe Rilltr Gambia, on bis late JUissioll to tbe Illterior of 
Africa.-ObseroJliolls 011 tbal Sllbject. - Arrive ill Porto Praya 
Bay, ill th~ Island oj St. Jago.-S01llc Remarks upon tbat 
Islal/d.-Departure frolll tbellce /0 Ellglal/d, and -<afe arrit, i 
at POI·tsmoulh. 

A FEW days after the arrival of the Lark at the island of 
Goree, accompanied by a party of the officers of that ship, [ 
made an excursion upon the main land: w~ sct out from the 

ship early in the mortling, for Decar, the capital of a chief or 
king, named Marraooo: we arrived before he had mO"ed 
abroad, and, aftel' going through \\inding narrow path or 
streets, we were conducted by one of his people to hIS palace, 
s wretched hoyel, built \\ ith mud, and thatched \\ ith bamboo. 
In our way to this miserable habitation of royalty, a cOllfu ed 

sound of voices issued forth from almo t every hut we Pol' ,cd, 
which originated from their inhabitants vociferating their morn-
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ing orisons- to Allah and Mahomet; their· religion being an 
heterogeneous system of Mahomedanism, associated with su· 
perstitious idolatry, incantations, arod charms. 

We found Marraboo's head men and priests assembled before 
his majesty's dwelling to gi'l!ll him servier, a.nd to offer him their 
morning's salutation. At length he made his' appearance,' fol­
lowed by several of the officers of the palace, carrying skins of 

"ild bli'asts, and mats, whicm upon enquiry, 1 found to have com· 
posed the royal bed: spread out up0n a little hurdle, erected 
about a foot and a half high, interwoven with bamboo canes ~ 
my attention was [ouch engaged with this novel sight; arod 1 
could not contemplate tme venerable old" man, surroimiled by 
his chiefs, without conceiving I beheld OlJe @f the patriauchs of 
old, in their primreval state. After his chiefs had paid theil1 
obeisance, I presumed, accompanied by my friends, to approach 
the royal presence; wllen he discovered us ~mong the group, 
his countenance underwent an entire change, expressive of 
reserve and surprise, exclaiming, "What did r want with Mar­
Taboo?" Wjth great humility I repliecl, " I be Englishman, come 
from King George's country, his brother, to give him service." 
He replied with quickness, "I be very glad to see you'~ what ser­
vice have you brougnt!" I was. aware of this tax upon my 
civility, and replied, that" I make him good servi~e;" which. in 
plain English was, that I sha.1l make you a good present. He then 
conversed with inore freedom relative to his country, govern­
ment, localities, and religion; I sllggested to blim that" I llnder­
stood he was a powerful king, and a great warrior, had many 
wives and children, that he ruled over much people, and a fine 
country, that I hear he get much head, that he far pass any of his 

enemies, and. that I be very haw! t1i> look so great a killg. :," or, 
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in other words, that I llnder,t00dhe was a great general, was very 
rich, was 1Il0re wise than nil his contemporary chiefs, and that 

it gave me much pleasure to pay my respects to so great a 
prince: but the former idiom of languaEe is best adapted to 
convey meaning to the interpreters of the chiefs of Africa, in 
what ver tongue it may be spoken; being that which they use 
in translation; and when they are addressed in this phraseology, 
they convey their ideas with more perspicuity and literal inter­
pretati~ l~. But to return to the dialogue. 

l\farraboo.-" 1 b~ very glad to look you for that, I ha\'e much 

trouble all my lifc'-great deal of war-my son some time ~ince 
killed in bJttle." This was accompanieJ by such a mel !lcholy 
expression of countenance, that could n;)t fail to excite my com­
passion, I therefore a\'uiJeJ touchill~ 1Il0rc on the subject of his 
wars; only observing, "that I hear he be too much for all his 
enemies, and t~lat he build great W31l that keep his town and 
people safc." 

fJrruboo.-" The king of Darnel's peopl\! cannot pass that­
they all b~ killed-they come thrre sometimes , but always go 
back again." My curiosity \\"JS excited to obtain the hi tor~' of 
this lIICbdll1 d wall, which on my approach to the town, I had 
discov(!rcd to be apparently little morc than thr~e or four fL'Ct 
high, ami siwatl'd within the ,.erge of their wells of fresh water, 
open at several place.~, and ",ithout any defence. 

Upon enquiry, 1 found that Marraboo had been early in life 
jclLfb 1IIt1I1, or high priest, to Darnel, kingofCayor, a vf'ry powerfd 
chief bordering upon the enegnl, and that he had artfully con­
tri,'ed ,0 gain over to his interest a number of adherents, ~\ ho, 
in process of time, became formidable, rebell~d a~ainst their 
Ltwful sovereign, and took possession oflllat par! of the country 
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towards--Cape Verd: to strengthen their positiQn, Marraboo 
caused a wall to be erected, commencing from the sea shore, 
and extending towards the Cape; which, in the estimation of the 
natives, and in consequence of his sacerdotal office, incantations, 
and charms, was rendered invulnerable: the hypocritical priest 
well knew the natural disposition of his countrymen, and the 
effect his exorcisms would produce ).Ipon their minds; which 
operated so effectually, that when his army was beaten by the 
powerful Darnel, they uniformly retired behind their exorcised 
heap of stones, which in a moment stopt their enemy's career, 
and struck them with such dread, that they immediately retired 
to t4eir 'country, leaving their impotent enemy in quiet po.sses­
sion 0[- his usurped territory; w.hom other,wise they might 
have annihilated with the greatest facility. Superstition is a 
delusion very prevalent in Africa; and its power-ful influence ' 
upon the human mind is forcibly i1lustrated by the foregoing 
instance. 

When I enquired of Marrahoo the nature 'of his belief in a 
supreme bein-g, his observations were confused and perplexed; 
having no perspicuous conception of his attributes or perfecti­
ons, but an indistinct combination of incomprehensibility; and 
to sum up the whole, he remarked, " that he pass all men, and 
was not born of woman." 

A few days after the abovementioned visit, I made anotner 
excursion to the main land, accompanied by Mr. Hamilton, and 
one of the principal inhabitants of Goree, named Martin. We 
landed at a small native town, called after the island, Goree 
Town. When we came 0n shore, we were immediately Sllr­
rounded by natives, who surveyed ,us with great curiOSity and 
attention. We had prepared ourselves with fowling-pieces and 
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shooting equipage, with the view of penetrating into the interior 

country: in pursuance of our design, we dispatched a messenger 
to Decar, with a request that we might be supplied with attend­
ants and horses: our solicitation was promptly complied with; 
and Alexander, Marraboo's son, speedily made his appearance 
with two horses, attended by se\'eral chiefs and head men . 
Our cavalcade made a most grotesque exhibition; Mr. Hamil ­
ton and lllyself being on horseback, followed by Alexander 
and his attendants on foot, in their native acccutrements and 
shooting apparatus. My seat was not the most easy, neither 
was my horse very correct in his paces; the saddle being 
scarcely long enough to admit me, with a projection behind, 
intended as a security from falling back wards: the stirrups 
were formed of a thin plate of iron, about three or four inches 
broad, and so small, that I could scarcely squeeze my feet into 
them. In our progress we hilled several birds, of a speci" 
unknown in Europe, and of a most beautiful plumage; one of 
which, a little larger than the partridge in England, was armed 

with a sharp dart or weapon projecting from the piniun, as if 
designed by nature to operate as a guard ngain t its enemies. 
Our as ociatcs rendered u every friendly attention, anti evinced 
-great 3n)(iety to contribute to OUT port; and pro,'ed them elve.> 
skilful and expert mark men. The country abounded with a 
multipliCity of trees and plants, \I hich would no doubt have 
amply rewarded the research of the botanist, and scientific 
investigator. The fatigue [ had underg nc, and the oppres ive 
heat of the Ull, so completely oveq>o\\et'Cd Ille, by the lime of 
our I'<:turn to Gorce Town. that 1 felt my elf attacked by a 
violent fever; in thi - situation 1 wa attended "Ilh every tcll-

me,s and solicitude by lhe females' some bringing me a 
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hlabash"Of milk, others spreading me a mat to repose upon,. 
and all uniting in kind offices: it is from tIiem alone that man 

• erives his highest happiness in this life; and in aU situations 
to which he is exposed, theyar'e the assllasive agents by whom 
his sorrows are soothed, his sufferings alleviated, and his griefs, 
subdued; while compassion is their prominent characteristic,. 
2nd sympathy a lead~ng principle of their minds, 

The attention of fhese kind beings, and the affectionate offices 
of my friend, operating upon a naturally good constitution, 
soon enabled me to overcome the disease, and to return again-to 
Goree. During the remaining part of my stay there, ~ was v.i­
gilantly employed in procuring every information relative tG>' 

this part of the coast, and through the intelligeace of several of 
the native inhabitants and traders, I am enabled to submit the, 
following remarks. 

To elucidate, whh perspicuity, the deep i~pression I feel of 
the importance of this districtof the Witidward Coast, in 'ob­
taining a facility of intercourse with the interior, combining: 
such a variety of local advantage, by which owr ascendency 
may be preserved, and our commercial relations improved, is. 
<!,n undertaking, the difficulties of which I duly appreciate;, 
and I am aware that I have to combat many prejudices and> 
grounds of opposition .to the system. I conceive to be practica­
ble, to develope the varl'ous stores of wealth with which Africa 
abounds, and to improve the intellectLlal faculties of its nativ.e 
inhabitants_ 

That a situation so fiighly valuable as' the' Senegal, and its; 
contiguous auxiliary, the island of Goree, has been so over-· 
looked, is certainly a subject of great surprise, and deep regret .. 
While visionary and impracticable efforts have been resorted. 
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to penetrate into the interior of Africa, we have strangely ne­

glected the maritime situati ns, which abound with multifarious 

objects of commerce, and valuable productions, im'iting our in­
terference to ex trica te them from their dormant state; and the 

consideration appa rently has been overlooked , that the barbarism 

of the natil'es on the frontiers must fi rst be subdued b)' enlight­

ened example, before the path of research can be opened to the 
interior . 

" ' e hal'e several recent occurrences to lament, where the 
most enterprising efforts have fai led, through the inherent jea­

lousies of the natives, and th ir ferocious character: and, there­

fore, it is expedient to commence experiments in the maritim 

cOllntries, as the most eligible points from whence operath'e 

infl uence is to make its progress, cil'iliz3tion display itself 

among the inhabitants, and a facility of intercourse be attained 
II ith the interior. So long as this powerful barrier re.nains ill 

its present condition, it will contmue unexplon:d ; and our 

intercourse with its more improved tribes ll1u·t remain ob­

scured , by the forcible opposition of the frontier; and these 
immense regiolls, wtth their .. bundant natut·.]1 re ouret's, continue 

unknoll n to the civilized world. The inhabitants of the ea 
coast are always 1110rc fierce and salage than tho e more 

r mote and insulal': all traveller and \'0 'ag(!rs, \\'ho have 

visited manl..ind ltl thdr b3l'barous tatc, lIlll:! substantiate this 

fJct: a nd the hi 'tOI'y of nation and states dearly demonstrates, 

that the never-failing influence of commerce and agriculture 

united, has manated from the frontiers, and progres il'e1y 

spre.1 ct tilPir bl~s itl's into the interior ('olltllrk'S. Vi 'W our 

0\\ n now cl1\'kd greatne s, and the condition in " hich our 

for fathers lil'cd, absorbed ill idolatry aod ignorance, and it wlll 



wINDWARD COAST OF AFRICA. 

unquestionably appear, that our exalted state-of being has arisen 
from the introduction of the civilized arts of life, the commerce 
which our local situation has invited to our shores, and Ollr 
agricultural' industry. 

Within the district now in contemplation, flows the river of 
Senegal, with its valuable gum trade; t_he Gambia, abounding 
with innumerable objects of coinmerce, .~uch as indigo, and a 
great variety of plants for staining, of peculiar properties, tim­
ber, wax, ivory, Bec.; the Rio Grande, Rio Noonez, Rio Pongo, 
&c. all greatly productive, and their borders inhabitect'by the Jol­
liffs, the Foollahs, the Susees, the Mandingos, and other inferior 
nations, and communIcating, as' is now generally believed, with 
the river Nige~ which introduces us to the interior of this great 
continent; the whole presenting an animating prospect to the 
distinguished enterprise of our country. 

That these advantages should be nElglected, is, as I have 
before said, subject oFdeep rElgret, and are the objects which I 
would entreat my countrymen to contemplate, as the most 
eligible to attain a knowledge of this important quarter of 
the globe, and to introduce civilization among its nlimerolls 
inhabitants; by which means, our enemies 'Will be excluded 
from that emolument and acquirement, which we supinely 
overlook and abandon to contingencies. . '-

The island of Goree lies between the French settlement of 
the Senegal and the river Gambia, and therefore is a very ap­
propriate local station to aid in forming a general system of 
operation from Cape Verd to Cape Palmas, subject hone 
administration and contr?!. The administrative authority, I 
would recommend to be established in the river of Sierra Leone, 
as. a central situation, from whence evolution is to proceed with 
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requisite facili ty, and a ready intercourse be maintained through­

out the whole of the \Vindward Coast ; and as intermediate 

situations, I would propose the rivers Gambia, R io N oonez, Rio 

Pongo, and Isles de Loss, to the northward ; and to the south­

ward, the Bannana Isla nds, the Galinhas, Bassau, John's R iver, 

&c. to Cape Palmas; or such of them as would be found, upon 

investigation, best calculated to promote the resources of this 

ex tens i" e coast. 

The supreme jurisdiction in the river Sierra Leone, with au. i­

liar ies established to in fl uence the trade of the foregoi ng rivers, 

form the outlines of my plan, to be supported by an adeql,1ate 

military force, and organized upon principles which I have here­

:lftel' to explain in the course of my narrative. 

Having an opportunity to sai l for England, in his r-rajesty's 

sloop of war the Eugenie, commanded by Cha rles \ Vebb, E q. 

as it was uncertain at what time the Lark was to proceed, I 

availed myself of that officer's kind permission to embark, ac­

companied by surgeon Thomas Burrowes and hi lady. 

The Eugenie had been di patched for England to coO\'oj' the 

Crescent transport brig, with M r. Mungo Park on board, to 

the river Gambia, upon his late mission to the interior of Africa . 

Captain " 'ebb did not conceive it prudent, nor ind~ was it 

expedient, to proceed higher up the river than Jillifree, and 

dispatched the Cresc nt as fa1' as Kaya, about 150 mile..,; from 

the capes of the rives', where fr. Park landed· with hi s as oci­

ates, VIZ. his surgeon, botani t, draftsman, and about 40 soldIers, 

commat\ded by an officer obtain d from the royal fdean 

eorps at Goree, by the order of Government . 

othing ould have been more injudicious than attempting 

this arduous undertaking, Wilh :lny force assuming :l military 
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appearance. The natives of Africa are extremely jealous of 
white men, savage and ferocious in their manners, and in the 
utmost degree tenacious of any encroachment upon their coun­
try. This unhappy mistake may deprive the world of the 
researches of this intelligent .and persevering traveller, who 
certainly merits the esteem of his country, and who, it is to be 
feared, may fall a victim to a misconceived plan, and mistaken 
procedure. 

Although anxious to embark, yet I could not take my de­
parture without sensibly feeling and expressing my sense of 
obligation for the many attentions I had to acknowledge from 
the officers of the garrison, and also to several of the native inha­
bita!1ts, among whom were Peppin, Martin, St. John, and 
others; the latter, I am sorry to say, was in a bad state of health ; 
I am much indebted to hinl for his judicious remarks, and very 
intelligent observations. This native received his education in 
France, and has acquired a very superior intelligence relative 
to the present condition of his country. 

Accompanied by Mr. Hamilton, my hospitable and friendly 
host, and several of the officers of the Lark, I embarked on 
board the Eugenie, on \he 31st of May, and arrived . in Porto 
Pl'aya Bay on the 3d of June. 

The town of Porto Praya is situated upon a plain, forming a 
height from the sea, level with the fort, and is a most wretched 
place, with a very weak and vulnerable fortification. In the roads 
there is good anchorage for shipping, ·opposite to Quail island, 
and for smaller vessels nearer the shore. It has a government­
house, a catholTc chapel, a market place, and jail, buHt with 
stone; and is now the residence of the government of the is land 
of St. Jago, subject to the crown of Portugul. Formerly the 

" 
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governor's place of abode W3' at the town of St. Jago, upon the 
opposite side of the island; his title is that of governor-g~neral 
of the islands, comprehending. fayo, Fogo, &c. 

fayo is remarkable for its salt, which is cast on shore by 

the rollers or heavy seas, which at certain periods prevail, and 
nm uncommonly high. The heat of the sun operating upon 
the saline particles, produces the salt, , hich. the inhabirunts 
collect in heaps for salc. \\'e anchored at Mayo for some 
hours, and a number of \'essds were lying in the roads, chiefly 
Americans, taking in this.art;c1e; it is a \'ery rocky and danger­
ous anchorage; we, how ver, fOllnd the traders were ·" illing to 
undergo the risque, frum the cheapness of the commodity they 
were in quest of. 

It is a most sorry place, with scarce a vestige of vegetction 
upon its surface, and its inhabitants apparently live in the gru.t­
est mi 'cry. Th 'Y are go\'~rned by a black man, subject to the 
administration of St. J,'go. 

The military fore' of t. Jago is by no means either for­
midable ill I1lllnbcrs or disciplille, and exhibits a most complete 
picture of d{'spicable wret heclness. 

A black t'Ri~u-, of the name of \ inc-ent, conducted 0 to the 
governor, who n:c~i\'cd us with 1'01 telles~, and gave u all 
invit~tion to dinner . The to\\ nand gan-i<oI) were quite in a 

·tatc of a -ti"ity and bu tl .; .111 "lTicer 01 high rank and long 
rc.iclc lice among them had just paid the debt of nature, and IllS 

body was Lli I in ,tatc in the chapel, in all his paraphernalia. 
Th ~r,· .. tcr part of the mOllks from the monastery 01 St. Ja a 
wcr..: a sembled upon the occasion, to ing requiems (or his 
soul; and the secn \\ as truly olemn and impre. 1\ _ \Y 
met these minister 01 rdigioll at c1inn 1', but how changed 
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from that gra'Vity of demeanor which distinguished them in their 
acts of external worship, The governor's excellent Madeira 
was-taken in the most genuine spirit of devotion, accompanied' 
'by fervent exclamations upon its excellent qUalities, Upon per­
ceiving this holy fervency in the pious fraternity, we plied them 
closely, and frequently joined them in flowing bumpers, until 
their aJ.'l oW' began to sink into brutal stupidity, 'and the 

~~'s hymns were changed into revelry and bacchana­
~roa;, 

This, however; was rather a tax upon the governor's hospi­
tality, as it deprived him of his Ciesta, a common practice 
with him, almost immediately after the cloth is withdrawn. 
When we came ashore the next morning, we were highly 
entertained with the anecdotes related' to us of the J?ranks per­
formed durjng the night by the convivia! prrests, many of whom 
were unable to fulfil the duties of the altar at the usual hour 
of prayer. 

The natives of St. Jago, with those of the neighbouring 
islands, are mostly black, or of a mixed colour, very encroaching 
in their manners, and much addicted to knavery. The island 
is' extremely Focky and uneven, but the vallies are fertile. The 
inhabitants raise cotton, and they have several sugar works; the 
quantity they raise of both, does not, however, much exceed 
their own consumption, but there is no doubt that it might be 
considerably augmented by industry, even for exportation; but 
the natives are indolent, and extremely listless in their habits. 
The only inducemept in touching a't this island is, to procure 
water and provisiO!ls: the fonner is good, and the latter con-
3ists in hogs, turkeys, ducks, poultry, &c. but frequently, after ' 
they have been visited by a fleet, a great scarcity prevails. 

E 
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The commodities the natives require as payment may be pur­
chased at Rag Fair, being extremely partial to cast off wearing 
apparel of every description. 

The men are· xtremel y sloven) y in their dress; but the 
women are rather more correct and uniform, those of the better 
condition being habited in muslin, and their hair ornamented, 
and neatly plaited. 

They manufacture a narrow cloth of silk and cotton, which is 
in high estimation among them, and its exportation is prohibi­
ted, except to Portugal. Considerable ingenuity is displayed in 
this manufacture, which is performed in a loom, ditrering very 
little from that used by the ruder inhabitants of the coast of 
Africa, and similar to the garter loom in England. They have 
horses and mules well adapted to their roads and rugged paths, 
whi h they ride most furiously, I articularly the military, who 
advance at full speed to a stone wall, or the side of a house, 
merely to shew their dexterity in halting. 

fter being detained here for several days in taking in stock 
and pro is ions, we again weighed with the Crescent brig, and 
a ,loop from Gambia, bound to London, under our can oy, 
and af er a tedious and vcry anxious passage, arrived at 

Pllrtsl110uth on the +th of August. 'Ve were detained under 
quarantine until the return of post from London, and proceeded 

on ~horc the follo'Ying du). There is something in lIata/~ 

.'ululII which charms the .oul after a period of absence, and 
oper~\es sO powerfully, as to fill it with indescribable en ations 
and ddight. E,ery Ob.lL'Ct and scene appeals so [oreibl) to the 
cnsc~, enraptures the eye, and so sweetly attunes the mind, as 

to pl.lCC this feding among e en the extades of our nature, and 

the 1ll0~t refined we are capable of njoying. 
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It is this love of his country which 'stimulates man to the 
noblest deeds; and, leaving all other considerations, only obe­
dient to its call, separates him from his most tender connections, 
and makes him risque his life in its defence. 

" Where'er we roam, whatever realms to see, 

" OUf hearts untravell'd fondly turn to thee; 

"Still to our country turn, with ceaseless pain, 

" And drag, at each remove, a lengthening chain." 

GOLDSMITH_. 

-. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Allibor proceeds /0 LOlldoll.- Re-embarks for Ajrica.­
Arrit'cs at Jrlodeira.-Obscn!aliolls all tbat Isialld.-Prosecu­
li01l oj tbe rOJ'age, and Arrivdl il1 tbe Sierra Leone River, &c. 

OUR happy arrival was celebrated at the Crown inn, where 
Captain \\' ebb and hi first Lieutenant (Younger) joined us; 
we dined together, and separated with mutual kind wishes. The 

next morning fr. Burrowes and myself proceeded to London, 
and were once more rapidly conducted into its busy scene. 

\Vithout e\'en time to greet my friends, I again left town for 
Portsmouth, to cOlllmit myself to the watery element, and 

J'evisit the shores I had so recently left; and on the 112d of 
September Sailed, in the ship Andersons, from St. Helen's, 
under con yo. of the Arab post sloop of war, commanded by 
Keith ]\[ax\\el!, Esq. and the Favorite sloop of war, by John 

Davie, Eq. 
\\'e anchored in Funchal Roads, island of Madeira, on Satur­

day the 12th of October, without experiencing any remarkable 

c.;vel1t. 

\\ 111.'n approaching th i land of , £.ldeira, it cxhibit to the 

eye a slrikin!\ly beautiful Jnd picturesquc vi!!\\". 1 he lII1C\\.:11 

surface of the hill~, covered \Y1I1l plantations uf nnes, and 
various kind, of herbage, \I ith the exel'ption of 1"\1 tio1 IXI(S 

burn-t lip by the heat of the SUI) in the dry season, displays a 
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singular perspective, which, with the beautiful appearance of 
the interspersed villas, churches, and monasteries, form an 
arrangement both exquisite and delightful. 

After being visited by the boat of health, our party proceeded 
on shore in the evening; and upon being made known to the 
house of Messrs. Murdoch, Masterton, and Co. were politely 
invited to breakfast the ensuing morning. 

At our appearance, in conformity with our appointment, we 
were introduced ililto the breakfast parlour' by Mr. W i\rdrope" 
one of the acting partners, to his lady and sister, who received 
us with engaging civilitie~ and attention. 

After our friendly meal, we perambulated the town of Fun­
chal, and attended chapel, which so far from being a house of 
devotroD, presented to our contemplation a rend.ezvous for in­
trigue and the retirement of a conversazione. 

_ Funchiale or Funchal, takes its derivation from Funcho, sig­
nifying in the Portuguese language, Fennel; it is sitnated at 
the bottom of a bay, and may be considered disproportionate to 
the island, in extent and appearance" as it i.o. ill built, and the 
stre€ts remarkably narrow and ill paved. The churches are 
decorated with ornamt;nts, and pictures of images and saints, 
most wretchedly executed: I understand, however, that a much 
better taste is displayed in the convents, more €speciaJly that 
of the Franciscans, in which is a small chapel, exhibiting the 
disgusting view 'of human skulls and thigh bones Jihing its, 
wa115, The thigh bones form a cross, and the Skl,llls are placed 
in eac'\ of the foul' angles. ,,--

... • lSf<lture has been very bountiful in her favours to Madeira; its 
soil is rich and various, and its climate is salubrious and ver­
satile; it abounds ill l:atural productions, and only requires the 

-. 
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fos tcring hand of the husbandman to produce every necessary, and 
almost luxury, of li~·. \Valnuts, che nuts, and apples, flourish 

in the hill6, almost spontancously, and guanas, mangoes, and 

banana~, in \ ild exuberance. At the country residence of 

Jdmes Gordon, Esq. where we dined, and met with the mo t dis­

tinguished hospitality, I saw a most surprising instance of rapid 

growth; a shoot of the trce, called the Limbriera Royal , st:1rted 

up, perpcndi ularly from the trunk, to a height of nearly tbirty 
jul, f!"Om the month of January to that of October: it is, how­

ever, to be observcd, that thc branches were lopped off, and it 

is supposed the Juiccs of the trunk communicated to this stem. 

Corn of a wry good quality grows in this island, and might 

be produc('d in plenty, but th inhabitants, whose characteristic 

is idlencss, .wglp~t it" cllltll~. nlld thereby subject themselves 

to the Ill'CI""ty of rc1yin~ upon fo,'cign imports. Their beef, 

mutton, and pork, are remarkably good, and they have game in 

the mountains. 

By order of the late ~overnor, in 1800. the population was 

LIken frolll thl! CC1nrl!Ss ,ollaI returns, and, as he was himself a 

bi,hop, It m;!y be inferred that the number stated below, which 

1 procured from olnciul authority, is accurate, viz. 

umber conressed, 95,000 

And, calcul.'lillg 1 ill 10 for children under .5 
years of age, Ihe first pcriod of their confes-

sion, is equ;!l 10 9.500 

1,lklllg in t hl' ng-gr gate the number of ouls to be 1 0 ~,ioO 

,.,;,000 of whom wcre computed to be inh,lbitant of the 

town of FUII~hal 
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The government consists of a governor, appointed by the 
crown of Portugal, the island being in its possession, styled 
governor of the islands, and is perfectly arbitrary; Funchal is his 
residence; he has a couneil under him consisting of 24 members, 
whose-president is the second judge for the time being. All 
officers are nominated by the crown, and the holders continue 
only ' for fhree years, at the end of which new nominations 

take place. 
The only article of trade is wine, of which they export about 

12,000 pipes annually, and consume from 6 to 8,000 pipes in 
the island, comprehending small wine, &0. being In "the whole 
about 510,000 pipes. It is made by pressing out the juice from 
the grape ill a wooden vessel, proportioned ir:J size to the quantity 
they intend to make. The wine-pn~ssers take off their jackets 
and stockings, get into the vessel, and with their elbows and feet 
pres;; as much of th"e juic€ as is practicable by this operation; 
the stalks are then tied together and pressed; under a square 
piece of wood, by a lever \vith a stone fastened -to the end of it; 
the wine is brought from the country in goat skins, by men and 
_ women on their heads. 

The roads are so steep and roughly paved, that neither car­
riages nor carts are in use, the substitute is a palanquin Tor the 
former, and for the latter a hollow log of wood, drawn by oxen, 
upon which the wine vessels or other loads are placed; they, 
however, have horses arid mules very well adapted to their roads. 

The revenue to the crown of-Portugal is estimated from 20 

to 30,000[. annually, clear of all expenses; but the balance of 
trade is greatly against them, all their specie being drawn to 
Lisbon. 

The currency of the island is Spanish, and consists of dollars • 

• 

• 
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COllVcrtld by their laws, into milreas of 55. 6d. pistareens, 

value about IS. hits, about 6d. and h"lf bits, about 3d. 
[t is disadvantag ous to t •• ke up money at Madeira upon 

bills. ;\, thl') make payment in doll .. rs, which they value at a 

mi1n';t. SOllwtimcs they 111i1)'. frol11 particulur circumstances, 

giH' a Ph'l11iulll, but it is seldom equal to the discollnt. 

On the Illornillg' of the 18th I bad my grateful adieu to 
[;1<11'11';1, and thc friendly roof of Mr. \Vardropc and his 

united f,lIllily, thc abode of conJug<ll alfl'ction, fricndship. and 
hospitable receptioll; and at \I 1'. 1\1. went on beard. \\. <! 

weighed anchvr under thc protection of the Fa\rorite, thc Arab 

cOlltilllllng at her moorings. Passing betwccn the grand Ca­

lIary and close in with TcnenAe, wc arrived safe at thc islan4 

of 01'eC, 011 the 5th of o\'embcr, Without our cOllll11odore, 

under COIlVO) v i the F,lvonte. The ,hip Anders ns having 

freight :0 deliver at that island. we continued th<?rc until th ... 

12th. and nglllll resu111ed our vo)'ag'; arrh'ing. Without accident, 

at Bance Island, which I h,1 c previollsly noticed, 011 the !!lId of 

the S.ll11e month. 

1\1) fl'sldcncc was confined to this i,l~ntl, and in c cursiolls 

through the l1l'ip,hbouring countries, until the ~th Jun(', 1806, 

during which Ill' riot!, and from a gencr,II intercoursc with al~ 

c' tl'lIlkcl rirci(' of rhid •• nilti\c's, alld trade!., I 11il\'l' h~ 'II en­

ahkd to de ide upon Ihe situ.llion ofthi, country. ,11'<1 to form a 

CClIlt'llISil e opinion of thc colldition and c11Jractcf of its inhabi­

tJlltS. OIIHI ib COll1l1ll'ITIaI r~sourcl'S, 

1'1'0111 Ihese ,,'Ulles of intellig ne,,, and thl' (' ,lIlll'le this 

i bnd displ.I)',~I, with ohsel'l' II ions UI )n the CI'llCluct and ma-

1l,1,'dlll'llt "I' the Sien .. l Leone 1111"11\)" l first conceived the' 

systel11 llulll shall hereafter delineate, uJlon which the African's 
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condltion may be effectually improved, and his. hereditary 
slavery exterminated. 

Tm natives of Africa resident upon the coast, are uniformly 
considered as more ferocious and barbarous in their customs 
and manners, less numerous in population, and more eiIcroa.ch­
ing and deceitful, than those of the interior. While this formi­
dable opposition exists, and the baneful influence of barbarous 
habits continues, it is in vain to look to remuneration by natural 
commerce, or to the establishment of civilization. The African's 
barbarity must be first here assailed, and the infinite resources 
upon the coasts and maritime rivers must be developed to his 
view, to pre-dispose him to refine his condition, and adopt the 
civilized habits of life; nor is there any site which I have met 

with upon the Wind \Yard Coast of Africa, more calculated to 
promote this beneficent undertaking, than the island of Bance, 
from its locality of situation, being central to windwapd and 
leeward operation, commanding an extensive circle of interior 
country, and being long established in 'the estimation of the 
natives of an extended district. But more of this subject in 
order. 

F 
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CHAPTER V. 

Oburvalions upon tbe lIatural P roductions of tbe River Sierra 
Leolll!.- The Autbor explores its Brancbes, illterior to Banee 
Island, tbe Rochelle, alld tbe Port Logo.- Tbe Manners and 
Cllsloms of tbe Illbabitanls.- Tbeir CAimmerce. - The .lJutbors 
safe Arrh'al at Miffare. 

THE river of Sierra Leone abounds in fish, and the sperma­
ceti whale has been occasionally found, the shark, the porpoise, 

eels, mackarcl, mull t, snappers, yellow tails, cavillos, ten­

pounders, &C. with the nWI/niUee, a singular mass of shapeless 
flesh, having much the taste of beef, which the natives gre~ ly 

esteem, and consider the highest offi ring they enn make 
Oysters are found in great abundance, attached to th" 

woven twigs and branches of the mangrove tree, 0 'lIk 1 cy 
closcly cling; and of the zoophytes, there is t".<! com non 
sponge to be found upon the sandy beachc.<, on c D lu 
shore, and would, no doubt, bring a hiA"h plice in E I bnd 

The domestic animals of the adjoining cou,;~rjcs a ,fa t! 
sheep, gonts, hog , ducks, turkeys, and fowls, v r} infenl r.· \ ­
ever, to those in Europe. The beasts of pr>)' are, lions, 1 ') 

hyamas, wild hogs in abul1 <l.l llcC, sCJuirrel • III nkies, 

&c. with the civet and ziblth CJt , and a Illost e. n,] r 

animal, which is founu in the mountains of Sierra JA 
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the adjacent countries, a species of the ourang outang, called by 
the natives, japanzee, or chimpanzee, but approaching nearer to 
the anatomy of the human frame than the former animal. 
Some of them, when full grown, are nearly 5 feet, and are 
covered with black hair, long on the back, but thin and short 
upon the belly and breast; the face is quite bare, and the hands 
and feet resemble those of man; its countenance is remarkably 
grave, similar to that of an old black man, but its ears are 
straight; it will imitate a human being in walking, sleeping, eat:. 
ing, and drinking, and is certainly a most singular production of 
nature. Surgeon Burrowes, whom I have before mentioned, 
had a p,erfect skeleton of this animal, which, he assured me, 
differed in nothing from the human, but in the spine, it being 
curved. This skeleton, I believe, now forms a part of the col­
lection of Surgeon: General Keate. 

There are, of amphibious animals, green turtles, hawk's bills, 
and loggerheads, which grow to a great size, some of them 
weighing several hundred pounds, land turtles, fresh water 
turtles, alligators, extremely voracious, and from 12 to 15 feet 
in length; they will swallow a man, and at Bance Island 
Negro boys have been frequently snatched up by them from the 
shore. There are also a variety of the lizard species, with the 
guava, and camelion. 

Snakes abound; some of t'hem haunt the houses in the night, 
and prowl about for poultry, of which they are fond; some have 
been found to measure above 18 feet; and I have the skin of 
one in my possession, killed when young, above 10 feet in 
length; it is that species which swallows its prey entire; several ' 
animals were found in their perfect state when the one I allude 
to was cut open. 

F 2 
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There is also an immense animal of this species, which I 
have heartl the natives of this part of the coast describe, often 

xceeding 30 feet in length, and of an enormous size; it is varie­
gated with spot, and the head is covered with scales; the 

tongue is fle~hy and forked, but its bite is not poisonous; it is 
to be found in the recesses of caves and thickets, from whence 
it sud,lenly darts upon its victim, whether man or beast: it fre­

CJuently chooses a tree, from which it reconnoitres the passing 
objects, supporting itself by the tail, which it twists round the 
trunk or branches: \ hen it seizes animal, especially those of 
,the larger kind, such as lions, tigers, &c. it dexterously, and 
almost instantaneously twists itself round their bodies in several 
folds, and by its powerful muscular force, breaks the bones, and 
bruises it in all its parl~; when this is done it covers the animal 
\\ ith a viscous cohesive saliva, by 1icking its body with its 

tongue, \\hich facilitates the power of swallowing it entire; 
tbis process is tedious, and it gradually sucks ill tbe body, 
which, if large, renders it incapable of moving for some time, 
until it digest~; and this is the period which the hunters 

watch to destroy it: it makes a hissing noise like a serpent, and 

has recourse to a vari ty of expedients to conceal itself; it is 
called bl" the natives TlIlIWi, and is what I apprehend naturalists 
term the species of Boa (ollstrictor: it is most commonly found in 

the suItry climates of Africa, and [ believe is also an inhabitant 

of . \sia and . \merica. 
IiI ccb arc extrel1lely numerous, or a nondescript pecies, and 

<':·cecu'ingly beautiful: the most singular are termites, destructive 
tu houses and fences built of wood; ants, causing ruin to pro­

\i~iulls; cockroaches anti crickc.ts, destro) ing leather, linen, and 
clothes; musquitos, sand-Ric'S, centipede, scorpions; and wild 

.. 
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bees, which are very productive of honey. The vermis and 
large barnacles abound, which are so destructive to shipping 
without ~opper bottoms. 

Esculent vegetables are various: Rice, which forms the chief 
part of the African's sustenance. The rice-fields or lugars are 
prepared during the. dry. season, and the seed is sown in the 
tornado season, requiring about four or five months growth to 
bring it to perfection. 

Yams, a nutritious substance, known in the WestIndjes. 
Cassada or cassava, a root, of a pleasanr-taste when roasted' 

or boiled, and m1lkes an eXJJellent cake, superior in whiteness 

to flour. 
Papaw, of a deep green in its growth, but yellow when ripe, 

and is an excellent dish wken boiled; its leav:es areJxequently 
used by the natives for soap; ropes are made of the bark. 

Oranges and limes are in great abundance, and of superior 
quality, throughout the year; but lemons degenerate much in 
their growth, and in a fe.w years' are scarcely to be distinguished 
from the latter. Guavas, pumpkins, or pumpions, squash water 
mellons, musk mellons, anp cucu~bers, grow in the greatest 
perfection. ,The pumpkins grow in wild exuberance through­
out the year, and make \l good pudding or pie . 

.Indiall corn, or maize, may. be r'eaped several times through­
, out the year, only requiring about three months growth. 

Millet, with a multiplicity too tedious to enumerate. 
Sugar canes are not very abundant, but are of a good quality, 

which, under careful management aQ.d Industry, would, no 
doubt, yield productive returns. 

Coffee trees, of different nondescript s.pecies, only requiring 
the same interference. ' 
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DyL ,of infinite variety and superior texture: ye 10'" is pr0.­

cured from the butter and tallow tree, producing a JUIc.; r . sem­
bling gamboge, but more cohesive, and of a darker colour; the 
wood of this tree is firm , and adapted to a variety of pur(Y.lscs; 
its fruit is about the size of a tennis ball, ncarly oval, thick in the 
rind, and of a pleasant acid taste, containing several seeds about 
the size of a walnut, and yielding a viscous substance use by 
the natives in their food. Red and black are procured from a 
variety of other trees and plants; and indigo growing in wild 
exuberance, particularly in the rivers more to the northward. 

Cotton, in great varieties, requiring only cultivation to raise 
it to perfection and amount. The natives manufacture from it 
a naITOW clotb, which is made from thread, spun in a manner 
similar to the distaff. 

A species of silk cotton, or ether down, is produced on a 
large tree, called the pullam tree. The quantity which the 
usual size bears may be computed at about 40 ewt. in pods of 6 
to 9 inches long, 41 in circumference, and about It inch in 
diameter, which, upon being exposed to the heat of the sun, is 
distended to an incredible bulk. I t is milch sllperior to do",n 
for the collch, and, from its elasticity, might be of great utility 
in the manufacture of hats. This tree is in great estimation 
among the Africans, and is frequently regarded by them as 
their Ftlisb. Every town almost has a tree of this species 
towering over its huts, which its chief tells the traveller \\;th 
exultation he or his father planted. 

Tobacco is uncertain, but I entertain very little doubt that it 
might be raised upon the more luxuriant oils. 

Pepper, morc particularly near Cape Mount, of several sorts, 
Maboobo, Massaaba, Massa, Amquona, Tosan, &c.; the three 
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first are of a weaker flavour, and are oblong and angular in 
their seeds; but the last excels in pungency, and is the native 
Malaguetta pepp,er of Africa. 

The bread-fruit tree, is similar in appearance to the apple tree, 
and grows in the low sandy situations of the Boolum shore, 
producing a fruit exceedi-ngr:y nutritious, and larger than an 
apple. 

Tamarinds in great variety and plenty: the velvet tamarind 
abounds in the Bananas, also the White and brown; but the latter 
are most in esteem, and are very fine. 

Okras, the fruit of a small tree, resembling the English mal­
lows, which put into soup gives it a gelatjne , quality, highly 
alimental; the leaves make a good spinage. 

The palm tree, producing the oil so denominated, is one of the 
most useful trees to the African, yielding him meat, drink, and 
raiment. Where itgrews, it is an indication , of a good soil. 
It is remarkably talI, without branchell, having regular a'nd 
gradual protuberances, from the bottom towards the top, ending 
in five or six cluster-s of nuts, shaded by large deciduous leaves. 
The nuts, which are about the siz~ of a ha:z.le nut, have a hard 
kernel, encompassed by a clammy'unctuous substance, covered 
by a thin skin, and the oil is pro~uced from them by being ex­
posed to the sun, which, by its influence, opens the juices; 
subsequent to this exposure, the nuts are put into a boiler full of 
water, and a liquid, in the pro,cess of boiling, flows upon the top, 
which when skimmed off, soon hardens and turns rancid ; the 
kernel of the nut, after this process, is taken out of the boiler, 
beat in a paloon, a'nd put into clear water, the shell of the nut 
sinks, and its contents float upon the surface, which, when skim­
med as before, is finally put into a pot, fried, and carefully 
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poured off, producing another kind of oil, used as butter, and 
having in a great degree its quality. 

The wine is extracted froID the tree by forming an incision at 

the bottom of every cluster of nuts, from each of which flows 
about a gallon of wine per day, for a week, when they are closed 

until the ensuing season. The liquid, when newly taken from the 

tree. resembles" hey. and in that state has a sweetish agreeable 

taste, but it soon r. rments and grows sour. changing to a strong 

vhlegar of a disagreeable smell: in its fermented state it is most 

esteemed by the natives. and is productive of inebriety. 

A subs tance overtops the clusters about 10 or 12 inches in 

diameter, and S or 4 feet in height, in a full grown tree, from 

whence proceeds a stalk, about 4 inches in length. which, on 

being boiled in water. makes an excellent vegetable resembling 
cabbage. or rather. in ta teo the cauliflower; the leave of the 

tr e are converted by the natives into baskets, fishing nets, 

and cloth. 

fED1C1NALPLA'T. Coll'l is highly esteemed by the na­
tives. and they attribute to it the \'irl ues of Peruvian bark; the 

Portuguese ascribe the same quality to it. and di patch from 

their [actories JUall vessels to collect all they can procure. 

Castor Gil Rbillum.-The bush which produces the bud 

from which thi. vii and valuable medicine is extracted. gro\\'s 
in gre' ... t eAuberan{'(' upon the \\'indward Coast, and its vici­

nity. 1\ specie., of h;lrk is in great abundance al O. and is said 

to be t'qIl.11 in irtuc to the PerU\'i.lll. 

The "i'orl',;oin?, cnul11cJ';]uon of natural productions, i the 

I, suit of lI11sri ntific enquiry only; but lInque tionably, indus­

tri,)llS and professional n:scarch, would discuvu' infinilely 

morc to Jlllllo~orhie and commercial contemplation, and dc\'c-
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lope the arcana of nature, dormant here through ignorance and 
qarbarism. 

On the 10th of May, I set out from Bance Island, with the 
view of exploring the two branches of the Sierra Leone river, 
the Rochelle, and the Port Logo. After rowing a few hours I 
arrived at the factory of Miffan\, formerly occupied by a Mr. 
Berauld, a Frenchman, but now attached to Bance Island. 

Mr. Hodgkin, with his people, then in possession of the fac­
tory, accompanied me up the Port Logo branch the following 
morning, taking a number of towns in our way, and visiting 
the chiefs. Th-e course of this branch of the river is extremely 
serpentine, and is navigable for light vessels t'o ~little way from 
the town of Port Logo, which is -now' the residence of Ali­
mami, a Mandingo chief, who assumes the title of emperor. 
The banks are overgrown with the mangrove tree, interwoven 
together, so as to form an almost impenetrable thicket, excluding 
the air, which, with the extreme heat Qf the sun, and the 
noxious insects which are extracted by its rays from the swamps 
and woods, renders this navigation intolerably oppressive. T~e 

chief paft of its trade is in slaves, camwood, and ivory, the 
latter, however, being small, although Port Logo commands a 
very extensive back country. When we came' near tlie town of 
Port Logo, which is extremely difficult 'of approach at low ' 
water, we announced our visit by saluting in the manner of 
this country, which is what they call bush firing, or in other 
words is a continued irregular firing of musquetry. 

It was soon discovered who we were, and crowds of natives 
, flocked down from the upper town, which is situated on the 
declivity of a hill, to give us service, or to pay their respects. 
Our first visit was t; Marriba, one of Alimami's head men, and 
a resident of what they consider the lower town. 

G 
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Upon our arrival at Marriba's house, we found him at his de­
votions in the palaver- house, a shed under which tbe natives daily 
assemble to pray, or discuss public alfdirs. He received us with 
every demonstration of regard, and immediately offered his 
services to conduct us to Alimami. The old chief preceded us, 
with IllS long gold-headed cane, and our rear was brought up by 
a number of armed men, who had assembled to give us a favour­
able reception . Our salute had pleased Alimami, and being 
befure known to him, he was determined to shew us every respect. 
The heat of the sun was almost intolerable, and before we 
arrived at the top of the hill where the imperial palace stood, I 
was nearly exhausted. The entrance to this large square of 
irregular mud buildings, is through a narrow pa sage or gate, 
forming an oblong square of I1lU I, covered with thatch, and 
facing .'\.limallli's house : we were ushered through this by one 
of his head men, and proceeded ill t he order we set out to Ali ­
mami, who was seated at the top of the square, urrounded by 
his chiefs, upon a mat spread upon a raised bank of mud, dress­
ed in a turban, after the Turkish fashion , and a loose manding, 
robe, or sh irt. 

Several pleaders were haranguing two of his judges, \\'ho 
were eatec! at a distance, in palaver, or council, to take cogni­
zance of a dispute relative to some sla\'es; and although our 
nrrival hdCl eXCIted the curiosity of every inhabitant of the town, 
yet we pa~ ed the tribunal without interruption, their attentio~l 

bein~ alJsorbed on the subJect of their silting. The whole 
COil, pa ' of the quare was scarcely equal to contain their ora­
tor)" their "oices being 0 extrcmely loud as to be he.lrd dis­
tinctly, without the walls, accompanied bJ menacing attitudes. 
Passing thi dcc1amatol-y a sembI)" , e paid our obeisance to 

Alimami, who wa graciously pleased to receive us in the 
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manner of his country, with greft civilities, and immediately ~ 

spread mats for us with his own hands, near himself. It was 
impossible, although accustomed to these people, to contemplate 
the surrounding objects without interest. I had previously 
been acquainted with this chief at Bance Island, where he was 
in a high degree restrained by European manners; but he~e, 
every thing was native and original. All came to give us 
service, which is performed as I have mentioned. A goat- and 
a couple of fowls were next presented for our dinners, for which I 
an offering more valuable was expected, and of course complied 
with. This mutual interchange of civilities being fulfilled, our 
attention was excited by the orators, who by this time were 
extremely clamorous; one of them, with an aspect the most " 
furious, ran up to where I was seated, and addressing Alimami, 
said, "that as proof his palaver be good, white man come to 
give him service while he address him on the subject of his de­
mand;" attaching to that circumstance, the superstitious idea: 
that he was right, and that I was his fetish to establish that 

right. 
I then enquired of Alimami the nature of the trial; he re­

plied, "these men tell their story, I appoint two judges to hear 
them, who are to report to me what they say, and their opinions 
of the matter, but I hear all that already and they cannot tell 
me wrong: I then give judgment." Or in other words more 
expressive of his meaning; these men make- their complaint to 
my head men, or the judges I have appointed to hear it; it is 
their business to make me a true report, al1d give me their 
opinion on the merits of the case .; and although I am not now 
supposed to hear it, yet I am so situated as to hear the whole, 
and can thereby check any corrupt practices in the judges. 

G!: 
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had now leisure to examine the interior of Alimami's resi­

dence; it consisted of a square of irregular buildings, thatched 
with bamboo, and covered with roofs, supported by pillars of 
wood, at about 6 feet distance, projecting about the same num­
ber of feet beyond the skeleton of the fabric, and forming a kind 

of palisado, which serves as a shade for retirement from the heat 

of the sun, and under which, the inhabitants indulge in repose, 

or sit in familiar intercourse. 

During my conversation with Alimami, his brother, a fat 

jolly fellow, was reposing himself upon his mat, reading his 

rabic prayer book, which, lIpon examination, I found executed 

in a neat character, and frol11 his interpretation, was a record of 

fabulous anecdotes of his family, and containing confused C.\(­

tracts from the Koran. 

The Mandingos are professt'd Maholl1edans, whose influence 

is spreading with so much rapidity on this part of the coa t, that 
several of the other tribes ha c submitted to their authorit}'; so 

strong an impression has their superior attainments and book­
kllOlI ledge imprintcd on their minds. In no instance can their 

growing influence appeal' more conspicuous than in that of 
Alil113mi being \'ested II ith authority over the Port Logo, of 

which he is not a native, and over a people originally infidels. 
Formerly this tribe of Mandingos were itinerant jrlisb makers 

and priests, but now they are nUIllCTOU' to the northward of 

Sierra Lcone, from whence n wide di trict receives their rulers 

and chieftains. 

Alkr :In audience of considerable length, Alimnmi retired 

with "'\" 'l'lll of his chiefs, and soon after I had a m age that he 
II i, hl'd to. l"C me in another part of hi dwelling. I had pre i­
ously noticed to him that I intended shortly to embark for my 
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country. When conducted to his presence, he very emphatically 
enquired /' if what I tell him be true?" I replied" it was; but 
that I go to do him and his countrymen good; that he know 
this was the second time I look them, but never forget them." 
"We all know that," he replied, "but white man that come 

. llmong us, neve~stay long time; you be good man, and, we wish 
you live among us-How man:y moon you be gone from us ?"­
" About ten moon; how would you. like to go with me, Alima­
mi ?" -" I like that much, but black man not be head enough to 
do what white man does;" and putting his hand to his bosom, he 
took from it a piece of gold in the form of a heart: an.d said, "take 
that for me." To have refused it would have been an insult; 
I therefore accepted it; adding, "that I would tie it to fin~ 
riband, and wear it when I look my country, to let Englisfimen 
see what fine present he make me." He was quite pleased with 
the idea, and expressed his satisfaction with great fervency. 

Soon after, I offered to take my leave, and was accompanied' 
by him and his chiefs to the gate, where I bade him adieu,. 
and passed through the town, paying my respects to its inhabi­
tants, and among others; to the schoolmaster, whose venerable 
appearance, and superior intelligence, excited my respect and 
esteem. 

Upon our return to Marriba's house, we were happy to par­
take of a country. mess of rice, boiled with. fowls, palm oil, and ' 
other compounds. The chief could not be prevailed to eat with 
us, but attended us with great assiduity during our- meal. The 
imperial guard accompanied us to our canoe, and· we returned 
to Miffafl~ without accident. 

The following morning we proceeded to the brllnch of the 
Rochel!, which we found more diversified and picturesque thall 
the Port Logo, and its borders better inhabited. 

", 
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Proceeding up this branch, and visiting the chiefs in our way, 

and the inhabitants of a number of villages, we arrived at Billy 
Manshu's Town, a little chief of very considerable intelligence, 
and who treated us with great hospitality: here we slept. 

\Ve arose early, and pursued our course up the branch, pas­
si ng one of the most regular built towns I have observed in 
Africa, now Morrey Samba' , but formerly Morrey Bunda's 
Town. Morrey Bunda was originally a l\Ianding, and fetish 
maker to Smart, the chief who commands an extensive country 
on that side of the Rocllell .branch towards the Sherbro, and rose 
into notice and influence: he is now dead. The town is sur­
rounded by a mud wall, and at the entrance, and upon each 
angle of the oblong square which encloses it, there are towers 
erected for the purposes of defence. The wall, with the towers, 
completely obscures the building which form the town, and 
serve as a guard again t any depredations of enemies, while it 
shelters the inhabitants from the effects of their arrows or mus­

quetry. forrey Bunda ha di splayed in his plans of fortifica­
tions, consid r,1ble ingenuity, considering the circumstances he 
had to pro"idc against, and the predatory nature of African 
wars, \\ hich arc uniformly to surprise the inhabitallls of a village 
or to\\"n while asleep, or in any other unguarded tate, seldom 
or cl'er coming to a generJI eng.lgement in the open country, 
but acting under the protcction of some ambush, or other place 
of 'ccurit)" which, while it is calculated to conceal their num­
bers, serve as a retreat froill their successful opponents. 

Ldving l\!orrc)' S,11l1ba's we pnssccl by a number of other 
villages, until we arrived at one of Smart's trading to\\ ns, called 
l\fahcra, situated upon all eminence, and commanding a most 
delightful prospect bf the meandering course of the riYer, inter­
spersed with i"lands, displaying a great diversity of appearance. 
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Smart has very wisely chosen this spot, as it is not only a 
charming situation, healthy, and delightful, but well situated 
to command a very extensive internal trade in cam wood and 
ivory, besides being contiguous to the Sherbro, from whence a 
great portion of the camwood is procured, and situated on the 
principal branch of the Sierra Leone. In addition to these local 
advantages, he has recently opened a path with the interior, 
communicating with the Foolah country, which is entirely under 
his influence, and which he can open and shut at pleasure. It 
would be of incalculable advantage to any operation to secure 
the friendship of this chief: he possesses a very superior mind, 
and, from his connection with Bance Island, has acquired a 
knowledge of European ideas and manners seldom to be met 
with among any of the chiefs on thi~ part of the coast. From 
the various opportunities I have had to consult Smart on his 
general sentimEmts relative to his country, and thl! freedom of 
intercourse I have had with him, I am well persuaded that he 
would be a powerful and inteliigent auxiliary in promoting the 
civilization of his country, upon a liberal principle, calculated to 
its condition, and having a tendency to eradicate its barbarism; 
but he is one, of many more upon this quarter oCthe coast, who 
have no reliance upon the attempts that have been made, and 
deplores, with regret, that through the want of a correct know­
ledge of the dispositions of his countrymen, an ignorance of the 
nature of the evil to be removed, and the invidious principles 
which constituted the establishments that have been formed to 
promote this beneficent undertaking, his country is still ex­
cluded from the light of truth, and the refined arts of civilized 
life. 

From Mahera we proceeded to RocheIl, another of Mr. 
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Smart's towns, more insular, where I expected to have met him, 
in conformity with an arrangement previously made, to visit him 
at his towns, and see, as he observed, his country fashion. Upon 
our reaching this point of our expedition, we were saluted by a 
numerous assemblage of chiefs and natives, going to join my 
friend Smart in one of his wars with his opposite neighbours 
and rivals, the Cammarancies, inhabiting the country towards 
the Port Logo. The cause of quarrel was, that these people 
had seized upon the rafts and canoes which brought the cam­
wood over the falli higher up the ri ver, and had demolished 

several storehouses belonging to Smart and his people, engaged 
in that trade. Smart, with a part of his forces , had crossed the 
river only an hour before, and another di"ision were embarking 
to join him at a place of rend zvons upon the enemy's territory, 
with the intention of cautiously approaching during the night to 
some of their tOll'ns, and surplising them before they had arisen 
from sleep. Nothing c')u ld exceed the novelty of this sight; 
the chiefs and their followers were armed with their bows and 

arrows, and other rude implements of war, and completely in 
their native character; in addition to their native weapons, 

some had Illusquets, procured from Europeans in trade, swords, 
and various other manufacture, supplied by traders, exhibiting an 
appeal·anee, of which no idea C111 be formed, without a pel'Sonal 
knowledge of thi barbarous people. The chiefs, in particular, 
\\ere covered with glls-grrs and Jdisb(s, a mixture of feathers 
and other preposterous materials, calculated to obliterate any 
trace of human appear,1I1ce, and po essing the virtue, as they 
. me ivcd, of hidding them from danger. ()lemn pa/aru is 
always held "1'011 the C l,ccasions, and their grl~'-gl7s makers, 

./(/1.<6 men, 311J prie t , c~orcise their absurd decorations, which, 
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in their estimation, operate as guardian angels in the hour of 
difficulty and peril. 

Having occasion to visit a gentleman resident at some dis': 
tance, we, left our canoes at· Rochell, and proceeded on foot. 
Cabba, one of the chiefs, accompanied us with a guard, being 
apprehensive, as he observed, that" bad might happen us, as 
war live in the country," We passed through -a remarkably 
fertile country, presenting an infinite variety of natural produc­
tions, Our path was frequently lined with pine-apples, in all the 
luxuriance of nature; but amidst this animating landscape, we 
beheld deserted villages, ravaged by the ferocious hand of man; 
and all the traces of barbarous devastation. We fell in with 
several armed parties, with whom I conversed upon the subject 
of the war, which appeared to be of a predatory nature, and the 
consequence of insatiate avarice and barbarous habits. 

At le-ngth we arrived, muoh fatigued, at Mr. Green's (at 
Massou), with whom we rested for the night, receiving every 
kindness and attention in his powe r to bestow. I am in4ebtedto 
this gentleman for a variety of useful information relative to a 
wide extent of country. His education and acquirements are of 
the first class, and I could not view such a man, insulated frl m 
polished society, which he was qualified to adorn, and shut up 
in the wilds of Africa, among barbarians; without .a mixture o~ 
pain and surprise; nor did I depart from him without sympathy 
and regret, after he had confided to me his motives, and the 
outlines of his _life, which were marked with eVlm'tful incidents, 
and extraordinary occurrences. 

It was my object to have proceeded from ¥ assciu to Rocond'", 
the pril'lGipal town of Smart's residence, and from tlience to 
penetrate to the falls of the river, which, from every information 

H 

-. 



50 OBSE1I.VATIONS UPON THE 

I received, exhibit a sublime scene; but, on account of the dis­
turbed state of the country, and that chiers absence, I was 
obliged to give up my intention, and return to &Chell, from 
whence we rowed down the river to the town of our little hos­
pitable chief, Billy Manshu; where we stayed the night. The 
following day we arrived safe at Miffure; and although Smart 
had given orders at r Iahera to stop all canoes, we were suffered 
to pass; the chiefs observing, "that they knew we would not 
teU their enemies, when we came among them, what we saw 
them do." Had we been strangers, it is more than probable we 
should have fallen victims to the fury of these barbarians, who, 
in the towns we passed, were excited to a savage fierceness, highly 
descriptive of the natural ferocity of the African character. 

At Miffilre, formerly occupied by Monsieur Berauld, as pre­
viously noticed, who had lately paid the common debt of 
nature, and who was here bUI;ed by his own desire, I had the 
opportunity of ascertaining a singular custom prevalent in this 
country towards the dead, and, hich strongly elucidates the 
prevailing ideas of its inhabitants, relari,'e to the immortality of 
the soul and a future state. 

After Monsieur Berauld's interment, his women, and the head 
people of the town, assembled round the grave occasionally, for 
a series of days, requiring every evening, from Mr. Hodgkin, 
a candle to light his grave, \I hich they kept burning during the 
period of their mourning, under the idea that it "ould light him 
in the other world. In addition to this, a still more singulJr 
rile \vas performed on this occasion, by Alimami, of the Port 
Logo, and a numerous assemblage of natives, who sacrificed a 
bull to the departed spirit of Berauld, who was held in great 
estimation among them. From authority I cannot doubt, I 



WINDWARD C_OAST OF AF·RICA; 51 

am persuaded that when slaves have been redundant, human 
sacrifices have been offered to the manes of their favourite 
chiefs and princes. This horrid custom, which is even ex­
tended, in many of the districts of Africa, to the productions of 
the earth, is a most serious subject to contemplate, and a fea­
ture of barbarism, pregnant with melancholy consequences to 
that class of beings, whom a late legislative act has aban­
doned to contingencies, and the uncontrolled power and 
avarice of other nations. 

I 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ReturJl to Bance Islalld. - Gmeral Oburvatiolls all tbe Commerce, 
Religioll, Customs, alld Cbaracter if tbe Natives upon tbe 
Jl/ill«dJard Coast. - An Accoullt of tbe requisite !.fercballdi~ 

for Trade, tbe best !'10de if illtroducillg lIatural Commerce and 
Civilization illto Africa, &c. 

T HE morning after my last arrival at Miffare I retllrlled to 
Bancelsland; before lleave it, it may not perhaps be considered 
as inexpedient at this stage of my narrative, to submit to my 
readers an account of tbe pre ent state of commerce upon the 
\\'ind ward oast of frica, the merchandize used therein, a 
general outline of the religion, custom, and characI r of its na­
ti es, and the s),stem 1 conceive eligible, and consistent with 
the claims of humanity, by which their intellectual powers may 
be improved, and their enslaved state ameliorated; while our 

commercial a cendency may be preserved with this region of 
the carth, and our enemies excluded from tho-e important 

ad"antages, which it only requires in telligence and enterpl;se to 
unfold. 

In accomplishing thi- important part of my duty 1 beg leave 
to state, that my reflections are the result of much deliberation 
uJlon the subject, del'lved from manifold sources of information, 
and that I am the zealous advocate of the radical abolition of the 
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slavery of the human kind. The motives by which I am 
actuated are, a philanthropic feeling for my species, Christian 
principles, humanity, and justice: however I may differ, in the 
means I shall propose, from many truly benevolent characters, 
yet I trust that they will do me the justice to consider that my 
intentions are congenial with theirs in the cause of humanity. 

I shall confine myself to a digested summary of actual 
observations on the trade, laws, customs, and manners of the 
people I have had occasion to visit; nor shall I attempt to enter 

. into a minute detail on subjects already ably delineated to 
British merchants, and with which they are intimately COI1-

v€rsant; but I shall treat of those branches of commerce which 
have been hitherto confined to local knowledge, and not 
generally known; submitting to the superior powers of the 
legislature, the incalculable advantages to be derived by their 
interference to promote the agricllitural and cpmmercial esta­
blishments upon the maritime districts of Africa, as the only 
appropriate measure to attain a facility of intercourse with the 
interior, and to enlarge the Gircle of civili2;ed society. 

If my endeavours tend to increase the cOmmerce of my coun­
try, and eventually to emancipate the African, my design will 
be accomplished, and my fondest hopes will be gratified. 

In pursuance .of my plan, I shall first detail the present 
number of slaves, and dead cargo, annually exported, upon an 
average, from the Windward Coast of Africa, &c. from the in~ 
formation acquired froIll the traders of most intelligence in the 
respective rivers, and from my own observation. 
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1 x ~ ~ Amount 

i- • -;. 
i~ Sterling. 

e e ~ NAMES OF PLACES. 
~ C· 1 u a: '" 

;2ZL. 
I~--~~~--__ --~~----~ ~~-I~~I~~-+----1 
Ri\'eT Gambl3, and ]stand of Goree 2,000 15 - l5< - 60,'250 
Rio Noonez - - - - - - - 600 20 - - - - 19,000 
Rio Pongo - - - - - - - 2,000 30 60 - - - 52,000 
River Sierrl Leone, 3dj!1cent Rivers,} 8 

and Isles de Loss, inclusive _ _ 3,200·S 200 00 - - 82,.250 

River Sherbro - - - - - - _ 500 - 200 300 - - 18,00i: 
--- GJ.llun3.s - - - - - 1,'2.00 - 80 -I-- - 26,000 
Cape ~1ount to C:lpe P3.lmJ.s 2,000 2c - - - 100 48,000 - - j--r-- - -1-'-'---

1(,500 100j540 I, (001, sol 100 305,500 

Estimating slaves at 20/. each; ivory, 3sol. ; cam wood, 25l. ; 
rice, 101.; wax, 100/.; and Malaguetta pepper, lol. per ton, at 
first cost upon the coast of Africa; the whole produces the sum 
of sossoo/. sterling; to which may be added a three-fold ex- \ 
port to leeward, which will make an aggregate amount of 
nearly one million sterling. In addition to the foregoing exem­
plification, we have to contemplate the great multiplicity of 
natural productions, abounding in this extent of region, namely, 

indigo, numerou~ plants for staining, cotton in wild exuberance, 
cocon, coffee, and aromatic plants, &c. &c. 'Vild bees are so 
extremely numerous, that wax forms an important article of trade 
which might be considerably increased; substances proper for 
m~king oa p are also to be found in great abundance, raw hides, 

more especially in the Gambia , and the countries insuldr to the 
Rio oonez and Rio Pongo; gold is procured from Bambouk, 
and t.obacco is found in eery direction, which might be greatly 
incrcJsed by cultivation and an improved soil; cattle, poultt-y, 
Guinea hens, different species of game, Ii h, with other animals; 
ft-uits, and a ariety of vegetable productions, c.llculated to 

satisfy every lu>.ucious want and desire. To thc.e obJ~ts of 

~ 
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commerce may be added, the now important ar~le of sugar, 
which might be raised to a great amount, in various districts of 
Africa, as the climate is propitious to the growth of the s~gar­
cane, which, under proper cultivation, might be raised in-great 
perfection. 

The lands upon the banks of the Gambia, the Rio Noonez, 
the Rio Grande, the Rio Pongo, in the Mandingo country, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, &C. are universally allowed to be 
extremely fertile in many places, and abulJdant in yegetation 
and population. 

Thes~ountries produce various hard woods, well adapted 
to cabinet work and ship building, and are singular in their qua­
lites and properties. 

\ The most remarkable are, 1st. the cevey, or kinney wood, 
which grows about the size of the 'oak, in England, and may be 
cut into planks of lIO feet by 15 il1ches. Its texture is s.ome­
thing of the ash grey and mahogany, variegated with stripes, 
fancifully disposed, and is therefore adapted to Gabinet work; its 
qualities for ship building are peculiar, ha-ving the virtue of 
resisting the worm and vermis, so destructive to shipping in 

- tropical climates, aed corroding iron; it grows in great abun­
dance. Any quantity of this wood put jnt~ water sufficient t9 
cover it, will, in a few hours, produce an unctuous substance 
floating on the top, resembling verdigrise, and of a poisonous 
quality. 

Secondly, the dunjay wood, rather coarser in the grain, bu,t 
harder in quality than the Spanish Bay mahogany. It pdssesses 
the same peculiarities as the cevey or kinney, in resisting the 
worm in salt water, and corroding iron. It may be procured in 
any quantity. And, 
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Thirdly, the melley wood, or gris-gris tree, another species of 

mahogany, abundant in growth, having a more rare quality 
than the foregoing, resisting the worm in both salt and fresh 
water; it is extremely hard, and its juices so poisonous, in the 
premature state, as to cause instant death. 

The manifold and neglected productions of this extraordinary 
continent require only to be developed, and when the useful arts 
of Europe are introduced here, ample recompense will attend 
the benevolent undertaking, natural history will be much en­

larged, and mankind be greatly benefited. The claims of 
humanit)" the distinguished part it has taken in an unnatw-al 

and much to be deplored commerce, loudly unite with a wise 
policy, in one impressive appeal to the feelings of the more re­
fined inhabitants of Europe, and to none more than those of 

Englishmen. 
The goods adapted to African commerce are, 
E.Jst Indid goods-consisting of baft , byrampauts, chilloes, 

romals, neganipauts, niccanees, red and blue chintz, Guinea 
stuffs, bandanoes, astracundles, &c. 

JUdl/ chestrr goods.-Cotton chi Iloes, cushtaes, neganipauts, 
photJes, romal handkerchiefs, ilk handkerchiefs, &c. Li/len 
Bntal/idS, slops, spirits, tobacco, guns, swords, trade chests, 
cases, jars, powder, umbreIla , boats, canvas, cordage, pitch, 
tar, paints, oil, and brushes, empty kegs, kettles , pans, lead 
basons, earthenware, hardware, bead, coral, iron bars, lead 
bars, common caps, Kilmarnock ditto, flints, pipes, leg and hand 
mandloes, snuff' boxes, tobacco boxes, cargo hat~, fine ditto, 
hair trunk, knivc , looking g las es, carlet cloth, locks, shot, 

gla5S warc, stone ware, provisions, bottled ale and porter, 

&c. &c. 
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The foregoing general enumeration may serve to convey a 

just conception of the various manufactures ,requisite in the 
African trade, and the different branches to which it is allied, 
yeilding support to a numerous body of merchants, manufac­

_ turers, artizans, and many of the labouring class of the com­
munity. 

Generally speaking, the Africans are unacquainted with specie 
as a circulating medium of commerce, although they form to 
themselves an ideal standard, by which they estimate the value 
of the commodities in barter; this, however, fluctuates on vari­
ous parts of the coast. 

From Senegal to Cape Mesurado, the medium of calculation­
is termed a bar; from thence to the eastward of Cape Palmas, 
the ,<omputatiol1-is in rounds; and on the Gol\l Coast in ackies 

of gold, equal to 4l. sterling, and of trade only half that value: 
At Goree the bar, under the French, was '4 pieces of 24 sous; 

and 1 of 6; but at present the bar is considered a dollar. 
The bar is by no means a precise value, but subject to ml!lch ' 

variation; the quantity and quality of the articles materially 
differing in many parts of the coast, and frequently on rivers of 
a near vicinity; for example, six heads or tobacco are equal in 
trade to a bar, as is a gallon of rum, or a fathom of chintz. 

A piece of cloth which, in one pJace, will only pass for 6 bars, 
will in others fl uctuate to 10; hence the trader must form an ­
average standard, to reduce his assortment to an equilibrium. 

The following are the barter prices now establislied through­
out a considerable extent of the Windward Coast; but it is to 
be observed, they are subject to fluctuation from locality 'of , 

situation and other circumstances. 
i 
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1 blue baft 6 bars 
1 bonny chintz & stripe 8 
1 while baft - 6 
1 byrampaut 6 
] chilloe 6 
1 bljudapaut 6 
1 cu,htae 5 
1 bonny blue romal 5 
1 niccanee 5 
1 sa ·trJcundie 4-
1 India cherridery 6 
1 taffety - 15 
1 cottanee - 12 

] dozen britannias - 8 
1 piece of bandanas - 6 
1 barrel of powder - 60 

1 fowling gun 8 
1 burding - ' 6 

1 soldier's gun 
] buccanier ditto 
1 dozen of cutlasses 
] sword blade 

i I iron bar 

5 ban 
6 
8 

1000 arangoes - go 
1 bUllch of point beads 1 

1 bu nch of mock coral 1 

Red pecado 31b. for 
I Seed beads, ditto 

I 
Battery ditto -
1 Mandingo kettle 

I 1 dozen of hardware 
1 bason 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 ton of salt - - 60 
1 fine hat 3 
Tobacco, 61b. to 1 

Rum, per gallon 

Prime ivory is procured at a bar per lb. and ucreva[s, or 
pieces under !wlb. 1 bar for each Itlb. 

As the natives are unacquainted with arithmetic, their nume­
rical calculations are carried on by coullters of pebbles, gUl1-
BUll, or CO\\ ries. 

After the number of bars is decided upon, a counter, or 
pebble, &c. is put down, representing every bar of merchan­
dize, until the whole is exhausted, when the palaver is finished; 
and, as they have very little idea of the value of time, th~y will 
use every artifice of delay and chicane to gain a bar .. 
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In matters of less consequence they reckon wit~ their 
fingers, by bending the little finger of the right hand close to 
the palm, and the other fingers in succession, proceeding to the 
left hand, concluding the calculation by clapping both the hands 
together; and if it requires to be extended, the same process 
is repeated. 

Among the Foulahs in particular, commercial transactions are 
carried on with extreme tardiness; a palaver is held over every 
thing they have for barter. The season in which they chiefly . 
bring their trade to the coast is during the dry months, and they 
generally travel in caravans, under the control of a chief or hl:md 
man. The head man of the party expects to be lodged and ac­
commodated by the factor, and before they enter upon business, 
he expects the latter to give him service, or a present of kola, 

• Malaguetta pepper, tobacco, palm oil, and rice; if they eat of the 
kola, and the present is not returned, the head mim begins the 
trade, by making a long speech, 'in which he magnifies the diffi­
culties and dan'gers he has had to surmount, &c. ; mutual inter­
preters report this harangue. The trade for rice is settled with 
little delay, but every tooth of ivory requires a new palaver, and 
they will dispute for a whole day for a bar with the most 
determined firmness. 

When the palaver and trade is gone through, they again ex­
pect a present, and if they are pleased with the factor, they 
mal\ch off singing his praises, which they communicate to all 
they meet on the road. 

The annual return from this commerce in colonial produc­
ductions, has been from two to tbree millions sterling; for 
although large remittances have been made in bills to the 
African merchants, yet these bills ,have been provided for in 

1 2 
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produce by the planters. Politically considered, it will appear, 

that its regeneration might have been more appropriately the 

progressive work of time; and humanely viewed, It will also 

appe.1r, from my subsequent remarks, that by tho~e means 

alone the African can be freed from his shackles, and his con­

dition efficaciously improved. 

But to proceed with the intention of this chapter, r shall next 

make some remarks on the religion, customs, and character of 

the natives of the \Vindward Coast. 

The natives on this part of the coast, and indeed throughout 

Africa, a re in general extremely superstitious; they believe in 
witchcraft, incantations, and charms, and in certain Mahomedan 

doctrines, adopted from itinerant devotees and priests of that 

persua ion, who are numerous among them, and make a trade 

of selling charms. The Baggoes, Nellos, Susees, Timinees, &c. 
occa ion ally worship and offer sacrifices to the Devil, and are 

equally confused in their conception of the Supreme Being, of 

who~e attributes they entertain an assemblage of indistinct ideas, 

of which it i impossible to give any clear description. They will 

tell the traveller with great apathy, " Uu)' lIe,'er saw bim, and if 
be /ru bt be 100 good to burl tbelll." Their acts of devotion are 

the consequence of fear alone, and are apparently divested of 

an.v feelings of thankrulne s or gratitude for the blessing they 

receive frol11 the good pirit "hich they suppose to exist. The 
Devil, or evil spirit, which they suppose to exist al 0, claim 

their at tCl1tiol1 fmm the injury they uppo e him capable of in­

flicting, and is worshipped under a variety of forms; at one 
time in a <TrOve, or under the shade of a large tree, consecrated 

to his worship, they place, for the gratification of his appetite, 

a cQI(Iliry 111m, a goat, or other offering of this nature, which 
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they may conceive to be acceptable to his divinity, who, however, 
is often cozened out of the offering by some sacreligious and more 
corporeal substance, to whose nature and wants it is more con­
genial; at some periods great faith is attached to their fetish, 
as an antidote against evil; and at others the alligator, the 
snake, the guava, and a number of other living animals and 
inanimate substances are the objects of their worship. Like other 
unenlightened nations, a variety of external beings supply the 
want of the principles of Christianity; hence the counterfeit 
adoption and substitution of corporate qualities as objects of ex-. 
ternal homage and reverence. 

Fetish, derived from the word Feitico, denotes witchcraft 
among the majority of the maritime nations of Africa ;"this 
Buperstitiol1 is even extended to some Europeans after a long 
residence in that country, and is an expression of a compound 
meaning, forming an 'arrangement of various figures, which 
constitute the objects of adoration, whether intellectually COI1-. 

ceived, or combined with corporeal substances; even the act of 
devotion itself; or the various charms, incantations, and buf­
foonery of the priests and fetish makers, who abound among 
them. In short, it is an im:ongruous composition of any thing 
dedicated to the purpose; one kind offetish is formed of a piece of 
parchment containing an expression or sentence from the Kora.n, 
which is associated with other substances, sewed lip in a piece of 
leather, and worn upon several parts of their bodies. Another 
kind is placed over the doors of their huts, composed 'of distorted 
images besmeared with palm oil, and stuck with feathers, some 
parts are tinged with blood, and t.he whole is bedaubed with othel' 
preposterous applications. 

Ght;$sh, or Gresh, is an expression in the Arabic tongue, 

.. 
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meaning to expel or drive away, and, as 1 apprehend, by the 
repetition of the word, is derived from the African gris-gris, con­
sisting of exorcised feathers, cloth, &c. short sentences from the 
Koran, written on parchment, and enclosed in small ornamented 

leathern cases, worn about their persons, under the idea that it 
will keep away evil spirits, and is a species offetisb, 

The Iandingos, or book-men, are greatfetisb makers, many 
of them being well versed in the Arabic tongue, and writing it in 
a neat character. From the impression of their superior learn­
ing and address, their influence and number daily increase, 
many of them having become rulers and chiefs in places where 

they sojourned as stnlngers, The religion they profess in com­
mon with the Foolahs, Jolliff's, and other fahomeda'n tribes, is 
peculiarl\' adapted to the sensual effiminacy of the Africans: the 
doctrines or :'IIahomct contained in their book I have procured 
from a very intelligent chief in the RIO Pongo, and when I com­
pare his account with other of his nation on this part of the 
coa$t, the Foolahs, anu the Mahomedan tribes in the vicinity of 
the l 'I.Inu vf Gor c, I am persuaded the following is the portion 
of the ls!a'll f"ith believed by them, 

1st, That God IS above all, and not born of woman, 
!:!d, That l\!" ltornet stands between God and man, to inter­

cede for him; that he is superior to all beings born of womall, 
and is the fd\'orite of God, And, 

jd. Tilat he ha~ pr<:l'ared for the meanest of his followers 

and hdie\ "rs S<7 ell I,' -. ,eu bow'is, or black-eyed girls of uperior 
bl'~ut\', \\ho arc to adlllll1lSter to all their pleasures, and 
panl ipJ!e \\ Itll them in the el1lo),l11ent of the fountains and 
gro\ es uf para.llse, and in the watificatioll of those appetites con­

genial to tlkir nature and (lXI.lenee in this world. This nearly 
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aml'unts to the entire belief of Mahomet's doctrine, which is 
nothing but a compound of this eternal truth and necessary 
fiction; namely, "that there is only one God, and Mahomet is 
the apostle of God:" from hence, in the idiom of the Koran, the 
belief of God is inseparable from the apostolic character of Ma­
homet. The fertile and pol!tic imagination of this impostor 
admirably adapted his tenets to the prevailing and established 
customs; he tolerates polygamy, &c. and to add to the sanctity 
of his pernicious doctrines, he represents himself as having 
been visited by the angel Gabriel, in the cave of Hera, where 
he communicated to him the precepts of the Koran, in the 
month of Ramadan, which he enjoins as a fast; he interdicts 
wine, and inculcates the necessity of praying five times a day, 
facing the holy city, &c.; forming together a system of the most 
insidious character towards the establishment of pure Christi­
anity. In the performan~~ of the duties of their lJeli~f, the 
Mahomedan nations of Africa, upon the coast, are exact and 
scrupulous, but they have no idea of the intellectual doctrines of 
the Islam faith, or the happiness described by Mahomet as en­
joyed by superior saints in the beatitude of vision; they are as 
perplexed on this subject as they are in their conceptions of the 
divine nature, and discover a surprising contraction ef mental 
powers, when considered as human beings endowed with 
reason. 

The nations, upon the Windward Coast, are in general little 
influenced by belief in their actions. Forgiveness of injuries 
they conceive incompatible with the nature of man;. ~nd a spirit 
of retaliation is very prevalent and hereditary, descending in 
succession from father to son. Tbey are extremely jealous 
of white men, designing, ferociQus, and cowardly; but there 
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are, notwi thstanding, a g reat variety of localities exist:ng among 
, them , and it will be found that their climate and habits are 

closely assi milated. 
T o the Africans, the indispensible articles of life are reduced 

to a very narrow compass, and they are unacquainted with the 
msatiate wants of Europeans. T he heat of the climate renders 
cloath ing an incurnberance, and occasions a carelessness with 
regard to their dwellings: for the former, they require only a 
stripe of linen, and their gris-gris; while a building of mud, 
covered with an interwoven and thatched roof, forms the latter, 
which is reared with little labour, and, when circumstances re­
quire it, is abandoned without much regret. 

The food of the Negro consists chiefly of rice, millet, &c. 
seasoned with palm oil, butter, or the juices of the cocoa-nu t 
tree mixed wilh herb of "ariolls kinds. They frequently regale 
themselves with other dishe.q, kOIlS-koIlS, and counll] mess, to 
which they sometim add fowls, fish , and flesh, heightened in 
the f1al'our by a variety of savory applications. 

i\ cont racted system of agliculture, conducted by their women 
and slaves. in a vcry few days prepares the II/gras, or cultivated 
fields; and the harvl'st is distlibuted by the elders of the com­
munity. according to the portion and wants of the society of 
the village. or is stored up to be portioned out as circumstances 
ilia), require. 

\ Vater is the ordinary drink of the egroes; they, howev.:!r, 
regale tlll'mscll'cs With a wine extracted from the palm tree, as 

b~for~ des ribcd. which, in the lu~ur)' of indulgellce. they fre· 
quently SLick through a ,'cry slll:lll kind of cane, ulllil inl'briety 
~nd stupidtl), 3b orb thelll in a perfect stale of apathy. The), 

have also a \cry pleasant beverage, extracted from the cocoa-
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nut and banana tree, besides several descriptions of beer, fer­
mented from various roots and herbs. In the Rio Pongo, and 
adj~cent countries, especially in the Bashia branch of that river, 
the Soosees extract a fermented and intoxicating liquor from a 
root growing in great abundance, which they call gingingey, 
something similar to the sweet potatoe in the West Indies. 
The distillation is commenced by forming a pit in the earth, 
into which a large quantity of the root is put, and covered with 
fuel, which is set on fire, and kept burning until the roots are 
completely roasted: the roots are then put into paloons, and beat, 
exposed afterwards in mats to the sun, by which they acquire, 
a taste similar to honey; and are afterwards put into hampers for 
distillation. This is performed by making a funnel of sticks in 
a conical form, interwoven together like basket-work; the funnel 
is filled with the material, and water poured upon it; _ the succu­
lent moisture therefrom passes through a tube, and yields a 
liquid similar in colour to coffee, and of a violent purgative 
quality. It remains in this state about twenty-four hours, and 
is then incorporated with a quantity of the ashes of rice-straw; . 
which excites a bubbling fermentation like boiling water, after 
which it becomes fit for use. In forty-eight hours it returns 
again to its purgative state, which interval is employed in drink­
ing most copiously, until overtaken by insensibility and intoxi­
cation. The root, in its roasted state, is an .excellent medicine 
for colds. 

Indigo and cotton ' grow in wild exuberance almost every 
where, without culture, and the women collect such 'luantitiE's 
as they consider requisite for their families, which they prepare ' 
and spin upon a distaff; the thread is woven, by an apparatus of 
great simplicity, into fillets, or pieces from six to nine inches 

K 
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broad, which are sewed together to any width, required for U8e. 

The indigo, in its indigenous state, and a variety of other plants, 

colour these cloths, an ell of which will serve as a dress for a 
egroe of the lower class. 

They manufacture cloths, of a very fanciful pattern, from 

various substances. 1 have some from the rind of the cocoa-nut, 

()f gn~at beauty, and a fine texture; also cloth, fine mats, 

ba~kct" hats, omamcnts, quivers, arrows, &C. which all prove 
th" tast.: and ingenuity of the natives. 

The Negro is attached by love about his thirteenth year, and 

from sixteen to twenty he seeks th.: object of his affection. Thill 

ch()ic~ gener,llly continues in his onfidence during life; and in 

proportlon as he aCt] uires wealth, he associates with her several 

concubines, w"o gencmll.v live cordially together. From this 

acquisition to hi, hous"hold, he is considered rich; and it is a 
COllllllon c)(pre~sion with the egro to say, "such a man be 

rich, he have much woman." \Vhcn any object excites his de­

sirt', he con .• Its his henld woman, who, without any apl)arent 

suspicion of rivalry, gives her assent, and forwards his suit; but 
she is displeased when not consulted; and it is not uncommon 

th.lt the object falls a victim to her jealousy. Celibacy is a state 

almost unknown in '\frica; and when it does occur, it is con­

sick rcd as a degradation. 

The egroc's xistence is almost a gr3tuitolls gift of nature; 

his wants arc supplied without 1 borious e)(ertion, his d"sires arc 
gratified" ilhout restraint, his oul remains in peaceful indo­

I"n.(: and tranquillity, and Ius life glides 011 in \'oluptuoliS apathy 

and tlUl1quil ca lm : he has few solicitudes or ppruhensions, 

I1d hI! IlIl'Cts the stroke of fllt 1\ Ith perfect resignution. 

In the countries which I have visited, and. as I understand 
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from others, every principal village or town has its bantaba, or 
palaver-bouse, which I have before described. In this house, or 
under the shade of some venerable tree, all ranks occasionally 
assemble in groups, from sun-rising to sun-set, and pass the 
time in chit-chat, or in conversation on public affairs. Their 
subjects are inexhaustible, and their tittle-tattle is carried on 
with surprising volubility, gaiety, and delight; their time thus 
occupied is so seducing, that they separate with great reluct­
ance, sometimes passing the entire day in this, pratling, smoak­
ing, and diversion: night, however, terminates these amuse­
ments: They assemble in the open air during the dry season, 
and under the palaver-houses in the wet, where they form them­
selvE's into dancing companies, genera1ly during ha'lf the night, 
and not unfrequently the whole of it. Their instruments of 
music are upon a very rude construction, consisting of a tabila, 
or drum, hollowed out from a piece of wood, and covered at each 
end with .a hull's hide, producing a most narbarous -noise, ac. 
companied by a baba, or rattle, loud shouts, palaver, songs, 
and violent gesticulations, forming a system of confused uproar, 
unmusical, and ungraceful. Their moticms are irregular, some­
times in violent contortion, and at others voluptuous and slow. 
Nothing can be done without a palaver; and at the cbange of 
every dance, he from whom the propositiOlJ originates, makes a 
solemn harangue over the musical instruments, which is gene­
rally descriptive of some warlike action ,or explojt, when they 
again give themselves <up with rapture to the pleasures of the 
dance, the females in particular, whose actions and shew of 
luxuriant pleasure are highly offensive to delicacy, exhibiting 
all the gradations.of lascivious attitude and indecency. At this 
period of unusual delight, they are applauded by the men w.ith 

K2 
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rnpturoliS al1four; but suddenly a feeling of shame strikes the 
minds of the young creatures with a humiliating sense of their 
displ'l)', :llld amidst these plaudits they hastily retire to the 
matrons, who arc spectator of the scene, and hide their blushes 
in their bosoms. So strongly implanted is this ingenuous and 
amiable modesty in youth, which is frequently laid aside when 
engaged in the vortex of pleasure, that it is one of the highest 

harms of beauty; and wretches only, degraded by debauch­
ery and systematic vice, are capable of insulting this senti­
ment. scrupulous reganl to modesty and truth will not 

pcrmit me to pursue the dc-scription of these amusements farther 

than obsc-rving, that tllC~)r prepare them for a profound and 
tranquil leep on their mats, from whence they arise at the 
dawn of day chccrful and easy. Thus infancy and youth are 
singularly happy, and mothers attend their off: pring with ma­

ternal feeling and ddight; the are neither disturbed by painful 
commands or rcstmint; and it i a picture of perfect happin 
to sec these children of nature in sportive groups and infantine 
d;l'crsion. This happy infancy and gay youth is peculiarly 
calculuted to organise a v;gcrous manhood, and 3 firm old age; 
and, I am persuaded, that these arl! the physical cau~es why the 

egro race are 0 muscular in body. and procreative of their 
species. In some countries inlloculation is pra tise<!; but the 
small [lOX is not 0 common, or dreadful in its effect:, in the e 
countries as in Europe. The greatest term of their li,'e' may 
be computed at from sixty to seventy years, it seldom or ev'r 
happening that life is prolonged beyond that period in this part 
of .\f .. ica. They retain their igour, anu enJoy a permanent and 
regular .tat.: of health until the last; JnU I huy.: ob. en'cd a 
,cncrablc chief of advapccd )'~. rs havlllg the possession of a 
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dozen of young handsome wives, and the father of a young 
progeny, whose legitimacy was never disputed or suspected. In 
Europe the last stage of man is a daily anti~ipation of disso·· 
lution; but in Africa, declining years are only insensible ap­
proaches to the termination of a joumey, the event of which he 
considers as the end of life, unconscious of the future, blJ,t as a 
fatality equally attached to all the creation. 

The picture I have endeavoured to delineate may serve to 
convey an idea to the mind of the moral and physical state of 
Africa, which, undisturbed by ferocious barbarism, fierce hosti- . 
lities, and horrid customs, convey a blissful and happy state of 
being; but, alas! we must now take another view, and con-

~ template these beings in the most degrading state, absorbed in 
superstitious idolatry, inhuman customs, and shut out from the 
civil arts of life, and the mild principles of Christianity. Their 
customs, their hostilities, slavery, and the mode I have con­
ceived requisite to infranchise this unhappy race of meN, I shall 
attempt to represent in the following chapter; and happy shall 
I feel if the description excites the attention and interference of 
more capacious minds on this subject, interesting to so large a 
portion of the human race, and to the claims of humanity. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Tbe Mode of Trial by Ordeal and Red W ater in Africa.-Tbe 
Irars oj its Inbabitallts.- Tbe State of BarblUism and Slavery' 
cOllsltUrd.- Tbe Cmuiition of the Africans will not be imprrn::ed 
by a late ugislalit'e Act, 7<,ilboulfurtber Inlnferma. -Sdu­
tary ,\1easures must be adopted loulards tbe Negrou in tbe 

Cotollles. - d )"Slem suggested 10 abolish SJa;:oy in Africa, 
and Ibe SlaT.'e Track illget/eral, and to enlarge tbe intellutu.Il 
P o-",'ers oj its [nbilbilanls.- Tl¥ proper Positions to effiet an. 
Opening to tbe lIlluior oj ,djriea, tJJ!d to displaJ to tbe 1170rld 
its mOl/ifold Re>ourCts. 

T R (A L by ordeal in Arrica is a puni hment for petty thefts 
and delinquincies. Trial b), red 7rata is generaUy applied to 

crimes of greater magnitude. A-ter the u ual ceremonial of 

calling s palaver, the operation is performed by heating a piece 

of iron in the fire, the hand of the accused is dipped mto a \'is­

cous preparation, and the iron is immediJtely dra\\n horizon­

tall \ over the palm of the hand. If the judges (one of whom 

is alw:1ys the executioner) have previously determined, in defi­

ance of all the c\idence, to prove the culprit guilt)', the conse­

qucl1(~ is that the fll!Sh is :,eared; but if they are predispo eJ to 

acquit him. the iron is dexll!!"ou Iy applit.-d 0 as to abo rb the 

unCluo .. , s~rr..ce on the hdnd" ithout affecting it, and a sentence 

ot not guilty :5 pronoullct:'d. 



WINDWARD COAST OF AFRICA. 71 

Trial by red water consists in making the accused drink a 
quantity of water, into which is infused the p()isonous juice of 
the melley or gris-gris tree; this is prepared by these equitable 
judges, and applied upon the same fraudulent principles as in 
the trial by the ordeal if fire; it is, however, less resorted to. If 
the unhappy object of suspicion is affected in such a manner as 
they consider as a proof of guilt, his brains are knocked out 
upon the spot, or the body is so·inflated by the pernicious liquid 
that it bursts. In either of these catastrophes all his family 
are sold for slaves. Some survive these diabolical expedients of 
injustice, but the issue is uniformly slavery. When chiefs of 
influence, guilty of atrocity and fraud, become objects of accu­
sation, the ingredient is of cours~ qualified so as to remove its 
fatal tendency. Hence justice seldom or ever in this country 
can punish powerful offenders, ' or shield the innocence of the 
weak and unprotected~ 

The iniquity and oppression sanctioned by these trials, is a 
dreadful consequence of their avarice and inhumanity, for it is a 
fact that slaves are created thereby, and 'human sacrifices 
offered to that spirit, which they consider as their tutelar guar­
dian: it is a subject which humanity should seriously contem­
plate in the relinquishment of the slave trade, whether, by the 
hasty adoption of that measure, before the intellectual powers of 
the people are improv@d by civilization, this barbarous evil may 
not be increased. When I closely enquired of the chiefs and 
natives relative to these savage customs, they uniformly admitted 
the fact, " that such live in their country," but with their charac­
teristic dissimulation, always denied having perpetrated these 
horrid acts, and shifted the diabolical practice to some otfuer 
nation or tribe, adding, " that only bad men do that t!:Jingo" 
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CirclllUcision is practised among men, and a certain infliction 
on women, not, however, from religious motives, but to guard 
against the consequences of a disease not uncommon among 
them. The infliction upon women is the result of infidelity, or 
a sacrifice of chastity to loose gratification . As a preliminary, 
they retire to the bundl1, or penitentiary, and are there secluded 
from all sexual intercollrse. " 'hen the season of penitence is 
over, the operation is performed by the rude application of two 
stones, fashioned and sharpened for the purpose; this oblite­
rates all delinquincy, and on their return to the world they are 
considered as restored to virgin purity. 

\Vars in Africa originate from a variety of causes; in form­
ing a correct estimilte of these, it is necessary to consider its 
localities and situation. The inhabitants of this quarter of the 
earth, more particularly those of the district now under conside­
I tion, compo e numerous tribes and nations, whose various 
views and interests excite jealousies and contentions, which, aided 
by the passions peculiar to a barbarous people, ine\·itabl y produce 
hostiliti<:s, and the effusion of human blood. 

'''hat we 1,3v0 hitherto known of this country undoubtedly 
prows that \vars are carried on with the most sanguinary io­
Ience : thc:'ir prisoners. by the customs of the country, are con­
signed to mas scre, slavery, and sacrifice, to gratify the a\'arice, 
\an:ly, and cruelty of their chief: ; one of these passions must 
be pi <'dominant, ami therefore the question is, which of them is 
the b.st pregnant \\ith evil ~ It cannot admit of a doubt that 
th,,>c.w!lo arc ,'ictil11s to avarice meet a more mild and humane 
fall', III rdlJing into the hands of Europeans, than the unhappy 

• A porlll1n c( them l ('ing dc~lin(d 10 domestic' ~t1.\'er)", as ,iclims to re\·en~. 

and a~ ... lCtinccs to Ihc.ir b;ubarous CU~lom.!'. 
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portion who are sacrificed to vanity and cruelty; and it is equally 
true, that since the interior nations have been enabled to 
exchange their slaves for European merchandize, the number 
of victims to the latter passion has decreased. I am far from 
being the advocate of slavery, but I am stating a fact; and leave 
it to the reader to form his own conclusions. Where confirmed 
habits and immemorial custom is to be supplanted, it is certainly 
requisite to be well acquainted with the nature and character of 
the natives, which I have not here introduced in an exaggerated 

° shape, but infinitely within the bounds of their savage ferocity. 
From these sources alone have arisen the expedients atten­

dant upon the slave trade; kidnapping and petty warfare form 
a very unimportant branch of the barbarism which governs the 
inhabitants of Africa, and their enslaved condition. 

Viewing this in the mass of moral evil which disgraces the 
character of man, it will be found that it is even disproportioned 
to tbe estimated population of Africa, whioh, from toe best 
al!thority, has been stated at upwards of 160 millions; and to 
apply the consideration to our own situation, it will be found, 
that the number of executions and transportations from the 
United Kingdom, in proportion to its population, is infinitely 
greater than the number of slaves exported from the shores of 
Africa, to its numerous inhabitants. Unquestionably the slave 
trade has extricated a number of human beings from death, 
whom the horrible sacrifices before described consigned to a bar­
barous exit, and has been·a cause, though an °immoral one when 
applied to Britons, of extricating many ovictims, who otherwise 
would have been annually sacrificed: humanity has, therefore, 
some consolation in this polluted branch of our commerce, 
which in its nature is barbarous and inhuman. 

L 
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Theories become extremely dangerous when they are im­
practicable, or misapplied, and are pernicious in then: conse­
quel1ccs from the fall.lcious measures they establish. In Africa 
crimes nr<.! punished by forfeiture, slavery, or death; they are 
however fdre; but accusations are often used ~o procure slaves, 
~Yhethcr for domestic purposes, sale, or sacrifice to their cus­
toms. Death, as a punishment, is seldom the penalty of con­
demnation; and if the culprit is ricb, he can purchase his 
security. The alleged crime of witchcraft, or magic, is a com­
mon means by which the chiefs increase their accusations; and, 
consequently, the number of slaves . Adultery, and other vio­
lations of social order, are punished by fine, but absolution is to 
be obtained by money. 

The crimes by which the chiefs obtain the condemnation and 
disposal of their subjects, are nearly all imaginary; for few 
exist which, under their laws, are considered as acts of turpi­
tude. The abuse of authority, the action of violent passions, 
bJrbarous customs, ferocious habits, and insatiate avarice among 
the chiefs, augment the number of captives and victims, and 
the operation of these is much greater in the interior than in 
the maritime districts ~ but this leads me to the next part of my 
subject, namely, that a late legislative act will not, without 
farther interferencc, improve the condition of the African. 

By the hasty conclusion of that measure, the unhappy fric-an 
is now n1Jandoncd to his fate; and we have surrendered him 
into the hands of other nations, less acquainted with hi charac­
tn a ld ituation. Former acts of parliament had adopted \Iise 
and hun 'ane mea~urcs to ameliorate the condition of slaves 
un bOJrd British Icssls, so that their want, nnd evcn their 
wmforts, were administered with a liberal hand; nd much 
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more might have been done to augment these comforts. In­
stead of now being the object of matured and wise regulations, 
the captive is exposed to the rapacity of our enemies, who will 
derive great advantages from our abandonment of the trade, 
and those who are incompetent, [-rom the want pf local know­
ledge, to ease his shackles, and sooth him in his state of 
bondage. The magnitude and nature of the disease, requi'red a 
comprehensive system of policy to eradicate it; and although in 
its nature and tendency of great moral turpitude, dteratives were 
required calculated to its inveterate character and established 
habits. The condition of the African, the probable advantages 
he \yas to derive by our abandonment, and the circumstances of 
commerce, were all considerations of important conseqUllN.ce. 

Eren virtue itself must modify to its ·stal1dard many con­
siderations of moral evil, more particularly ill: a political' point 
of view, that it may the more effectually estab,lish its principles; 
nor can it, amidst the corruptions of society, exercise at all 
times its functions with due effect; nei,her has an instance 
occurred where its prudence and discretion ~as more impe­
riously called upon, than in that now under consideration. It 
had immemorial cllstom in Africa to contend. with, inveterate 
barbarism, and· savage ferocity. This system had interwoven 
itself with our commercial existence so closely, as to require 
the most sagacious policy to eradicate it; at the same time 
it was the highest consider,!-tion for our magnanimity to inter­
fere for that being whose thraldom and calamitous state had so 
long contributed to our wealth and commercial prosperity, 
before we abandoned him .to contingencies. 

Enough may have been said in the foregoing pages, to prove 
that something yet remains to be done to effect the manumi£5ion 

L2 
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of the African, and preserve the important branches of com­

merce, which nece.'sity bas allied with the slave trade; and I 
entreat my readers to give this subject that dispassionate consi­
deration which its merits require, and beg to assure them, that 
r obtrude my suggestions upon their notice witb great submis­
sion and diffidence, trusting that what may appear in my system 
deficient, others more competent will embrace tbe subject, and 
excite the beneficence of my country in behalf of the African, 
promote civil ization and Christian society in his country, dis ­
play its arcana of wealth to the world, and open a path to its 

com mt?rce, frt?C and unobscured. 
The colonization of the coast of Africa, in my estimation, is 

impracticable, from its climate being uncongenial to the constitu­
tion of Europeans, and from the s)' tern of slavery existing among 
its inhabitants, without the employment of natives in their pre­
sent condition. The requisite authority to establish a sy tem of 
labour, llpon remunerative principl s, and with industrious 
vigour, cannot otherwi e be supported; and a misapprehen ion 
011 this principle has been one of the great causes, as I con­
Cl'h'C', of the failure of the icrra Leone Company in estublishing 
lhl'ir agdcultllral objects. They attempted, in prosecutton of 
their hum,1l1e project, an agt-icultural estabJi~hment on the 
Boolam short', opposite to their colollY, where they had a choice 
of good lands: they proceeded upon the principles of their de­
clar.ltiol1, "that the milit:try, pl!'rsonal, and commercial rights 
of blacks and whites shall be the same, and ecun.-'d in the ame 
man 'cr," and in conformity with the act of parliament which 
incorrorated them, more immediately that clau e which Idates 
to labvur, namely, "not to employ any person or person in a 
state of slavery in the service or the said Company;" but they 
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have totally failed; and in one of their reports, among other 
reasons, it is acknowledged, that for want of authority over the 
free natives whom they employed, their agricultural establish­
ment on the Boolam shore was unsuccessful. Let not those 
worthy and truly respectable characters, whose humanity has 
induced them to risque an extensive property unhappily expended 
without effect, here consider that I mean to militate against. 
the'ir views, but rather may they acquiesce in the truth, and 
devise other expedients to promote their beneficent objects, and 
to assimilate the natives of the country with their views. They 
have not only to lament a nonproductive profusion of their pro­
perty, but an alienation rif the natives, occasioned by a miscon­
ception of their character, by distracted councils, and the nar­
rowed ideas of the agents they employed to prosecute their 
humane endeavours, but also by a desolate waste in their colony, 
without a regular feature of cultivation in its vicinity. 

At Bance Island, where slavery and agriculture were united 
, under one superintendance in conformity with the established 

laws of the country, the mechanic arts among the natives have 
arrived at a greater degree of perfection than any sitliation I 
have visited upon the Windward Coast; and had the intellec­
tual powers of their minds been more amply considered and 
cultivated, they would have exhibited an unc~ntrovertible 

example of the capacity and intel ' igence of the African. 
Although, as I have previously noticed, a superintendance 
directed only to the mechanical arts, applied to the local neces­
sities of the Island, has had the most visible effects, yet, in pro­
portion as their pri';ileges have been extended, authority has 
become more inefficient, and their labour less un;)roductive in 
a pecuniary point of view, for want of a previous enlargement 
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of their inl ellectual powcrs, anu a progressive operation of free­
dom commensurate tht:reto. 

I can bcstow 110 panegyric adl'quate to the sense I emertJin of 
that actll'c goodness which prompted the Dir~ct()rs of the Sierra 
Leone Company [0 the undertaking [ Il.ive a ll uded to: but with 

all due deference I conceive that they have mistaken the prdcti­

cable grounds, upon which the: sceds of civilization, am] the 
principles of Christianity, can he elfu:tively displ~yed to t Ilc A'ri­
can. The D irectors had to contenu with a peculiar co-n ixtun: of 

passions, licentious habits, and Il'~rc.jlrdry vice; to " rdd1(:.1 tc th ,e, 

and to rescue the nati,'es from their natural st.l'e, alluring and 

progressive medsures were nt:cess,lry, founJed up n an ac<:urate 

jJl\'estig~tion of their chara.:tcrs and poliey, ,lIld not by the 

fulminations of intemperate zealots, anu tl.eoretical spc~'ul tors. 

The beneficent I ic\\ s or the Sierra Leone Cumpany have been 

unaccountably per,erred, and hal'e bel'n the dhtortrd inst"u ­
ment. in prolonging. rather than cxtil·p. tinl!. the b rbari In of 

the African: it is therefcl'c a ubject of grt'dt regret to the bene­

volent 'uppor!c,'~ \1 thIS establ,shment, that an unpr'fitable 
expll1ditun: of theu pt uperl,\' is the only c\,sting perpetuity of 

tl.c,r humane int rf"rcncc. " -ill it be fUlInd th.lt the Company's 
agents hal''' introduce,] I he arts of cil'ilization among any tribe 

or nation in Arrie,I, th3t they have maul.' an) pro,;ress in agri­

culture'. althOt: .. .:h pos cssing .1 v<:ry extensive trdct of fertile 

bnds, ,.1' th.t! 111"y h,lYe coml'rted them into any of the regular 
rl' tures 0 culttl .. tiun? J 13\'c Ihey e 'plored 01' blought into 

Hc:iol"aIlY-c; titS! attainable and Iu I'atilc branches of natural 

COnllI1CrCL', :dXlltnding Inlhcrcgionth'y inhabit, or do they crn­

plo} a "11 Ie SlitI' in a rcgul,l!' trade With the rnotkr " uno), ? 
"'ill il UI,; found that they have unfolded tlte doclrine, of 
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Christianity, in their native purity and simplicity, to ·the unen­
lightened African, or converted, by their preaching and exam­
ple, any tribe or nation among them ?-The spacious waste is 
destitute of the appearance of domestic industry, or respectable 
character; it exhibits only a tissue of indolence, hypocrit ical 
grimace, petulant and .ass!iming manners, and all the conse­
quences of idleness and corrupted morals. To succeed in this, 
beneficent undertaking, and to expuflge the inveterate nature 
of the African, his prejudices, and inherent customs, progressive 
approaches upon his present condition are indispensibly requi­
site, under the attractive influence of agriculture, manufactures, 
commerce, and navigation .. 

Accidental events, concurring with political causes, frequently­
render the best concerted measures abortive, and retard their 
progress, but unquestionably the above-mentioned at:e the means 
by which the African. may be manumitted, and his condition 
improved. The wisest laws operate but slowly lipon a rude and 
fierce people, therefore the measures of reformation are hot to 
be successfully performed by a coup-de-main, nor are the here­
ditary customs of Africa to be erased by the inflammatory 
decLlInations of enthusiasm, but by a liberal policy and the as­
cenden.cy ~f the polished arts of society. Commerce, the chief 
means of asoembling, and agriculture of assimilating, mankind, 
must first assume their fascinating and alloring attitudes to the ' 
African upon his native plains. Too impetuous and indolent to 
obs('rve the forms, or enter into the req uisite details of business, 
he contemplates the effect, without investigating the cause; but, 
when he disQovers his own comparative wretclledness, he will 
be rotlfed from his innate indolence, his powers wiH be stimu~ 
lated, and his emulation excited to attain a more exalted state •. 
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Im perceptible and circ~tmspect approach at innovation upon 

tlle laws, customs, and country of Africa are indispensibly re­
quisite, its chiefs and head men must be cajoled, their jealousies 
dextrousl y allayed, and their sordid avarice flattered by the pros­

pect of su perior gain . 
During the infancy of colonization, the employment of native 

labour must be tolerated, as is evident by the unsuccessfu l at­

tempts of the Sierra Leone Company, and may appear from 
what I ha\'e already urged. Independent of political considera­

tions, or much weight, the uncongeniJlity of the climate of 

Africa to the constitution of the European colonist opposes an 

insurmountable barrier to the exercise of laborious avocations; 

therefore it is neres ary to employ natives, in conformity with the 

u age of the country; and a recognition of property should exist 
in their persons; for it is obvious, from experiment, that autho­
rit)' cannot otherwi e be establi hed, or the necessary labour 

performed to produce an adequate return. \Vhile this invidious 

exigency obstructs the immediate IllJnumission of the slave, it 
does not the less accelerate it, agreeable to lbe sound and humane 
polic) ndapted to hi condition; but, onlhe contrary, is necessary 
t hIS (,omplete emBncip:llion; for be must fir t be taught the 

nature of the blessings of freedom, his intellectual faculties mu t 
be expanded, and the veil of barbari til gradually remo\'ed, to 

prepare him to parti ipatc in its cnjoyment. 
The sy ·tem of colonization which 1. with all submission, sub­

mit to tIl<! Ie- rilature, and to my country, is this: 

lS". To employ n<lli\'~s 111 \\ hom a recognition of properly 

shall ('xi<t, as unavoidnblc from the present condition of \erica. 
2d To procure thclll fl'ol11 as wide 3n ex tent of the 1110st 

po\\crful n3lJonS al)d tribes upon the sea coast, as is practicable, 
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and from the Slatees or slave merchants from the interior 
countries. 

3d. That a requisite number of these should be fit for the 
present purposes of labour, and for an immediate initiation into 
the mechanic arts, as applicable to the local circumstances of the 
colony, and the useful purposes of life. 

4th. That a proportionate number of males and females 
should form tbe complement, from the age of 5 to 7 years, 
and be placed in a seminary of instruction, under the inspec­
tion of the government of the colony, and under tutors approved 
of in England. 

5th. That this establishment ofa seminary of instruction in 
Africa, under the administration of the colony, shall have for 
its bases the initiation of these children, as calculated to their 
sexes, into the rudiments of letters, religion,and science, and 
the progressive operation of education adapted to the useful pur­
poses of life. 

6th. That when thus prepared, the necessary avocations of 
domestic reconomy, agriculture, and mechanics, employ the 
next period of their existence, under the superintendance of the 
European colonist. 

7th. When arrived at the period of mature years, and thus 
instructed, to become the object of legislative enquiry and 
investigation as to their attainments, character, fidelity, .and 
mental improvement. 

8th. That such as produce clear testimonials of capacity, 
knowledge, and acquirement, become immediately objects of 
manumission. 

9th. That all proceedings in this process of education and 
emancipation, become matters of record in the colony, subject 

M 
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to such control and investigation as his Majesty's Government 
may, in its wisdom, appoint, from time to time, to guard against 
the corruption and prejudices of the legislative authority of the 
colony. 

lolh. That thus endowed, they are to be dismissed to their 

r espective countries and nations, employed as agents in various 
capacities of civilized pursuit, and to promote the commercial and 
agricultural views of the colony, and disseminate their allure­
ments among their tribe, which, under the direction of the 
unerring dispensations of divine providence, might, in process 
of time, diffuse civilization and Christianity throughout the ut­
most region of Africa, its inhabitants become members of civi­
lized and Christian society, and their country, in process of time, 
be extricated from its barbarism. 

It is for the legislature to devise a system adapted to the 
colonies, calculated to their local situations, and to remove the 
im'idious distinction now sublisting between the African there, 
and in his native country; by these means the entire Negro 
race may participate in the blessings of civilization and revealed 
relig ion, in every quarter where our extensive dominion and 
influence exist. 

By adopting the first propositioll, a sufficient authority would 
be mainroined to enforce the labour necessary to produce profit, 
and competent to excite emulation, which is a powerful passion 
in the character of the African; for ill every effort he discovers 
a strong spirit of competition. 

Through the medium of the Sid proposition, the natives of an 
ex tcntive district would be collected under the instruction of 
the European colonist, and, in process of time, would become 

the happy instruments of iniliating their tribe or nation into the 
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artc of clY11ization, and in promoting the commercial interests 
of the oolony, which may eventually be diffused throughout 
Altica. 

By the 34 expedient, al\ adequate portion of effective labour­
ers would be obtained to commence vigorous operations. 

In cOllsequence<lf the 4th, 5th, and 6th, a portion of children 
of both sexes would be procured at a moderate rate, in their 
unadulterated condition, who / would be susceptible of any im­
pressions, free from the control of their parents, and the con­
tamination of their example, into whose tender minds might 
be instilled the principles of moral virtue, religious knowledge, 
and the civil arts of life. 

Through the adoption of the 7th and 8th, the objects of 
humanity might be realized, and slavery, with the slave trade, 
make a natural exit from the shores and country of Africa. 

By the 9th, the corrupted and interested endeavours of the 
~olonists to retard the wQrk of emancipation would be control; 
led; and, by the patronage of Government, pecuniary resource 
and support be obtained, in aid of individual and corporate endea­
vours, the requisite population from the parent statoe acquired, 

. and the indispensible authority establi~J:red to secure success to 
any further attempts at 'colonization upon, the coast o( Africa. 

And through the loth expedient, an extended population ' 
would enjoy the advantages of instmction and example, and our 
ascendency and commerce be increased by a rapid process, 
which would predispose the natives to throw open the avenues 
of their country to our enteI'prize and research. 

Thus may the long secluiion of the African from the light of 
truth and revealed religion be annihilated, his inveterate jealou­
liies allayed, his nature regenerated, and his barbarism ~ 

M~ 
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before the emanations of enlightened existence. In the interim, 

an unobscured path to the interior of his country will be opened, 
and our commerce therewith flow through a less polluted chan­

ne l ; whi le the Negro, now the victim of barburism in his native 
land, may be extricated from his thraldom. and received into 

the circle of civilized life, which he has hitherto been excluded 
from, and to which pro idencc, without doubt, in its mysterious 

and in omprehellsible administration of human affolirs, has de­

sign d him to arrive at. 

• 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

What the Author conceives should be the System if Establishment 
to make effectual the Operations from Cape Verde to Cape Pal­
mas.-Reasons jor ,uljecting the Whole to one Superior and 

controlling AdministratlOn.-The Situations, in his Estimation, 

u:bere principal Depots may be established, and auxiliary Fac. 
tories placed, &c. &c. 

W HAT r have already said respecting the coast from Cape' 
Verde to Cape Palmas, may be sufficient to convey a tolerably 
just and general idea of the religion, customs, and character of 
the inhabitants, the commerciili resources witl1 whichit abelUnds, 
and the system to be pursued to unite commerce with the claims 
of humanity. in one harmonious compact. 

I am persuaded there is no situation on the Windward Coast 
of Africa more calculated', or more advantageously situated, than 
the river of Sierra Leone to influence and command an enlarged 
portion of the continent of Africa. 

This part of Africa, as ascertained by Mr. Park, communi­
cates, by its ri.vers to' the Niger, and introduces us to the interior 
of this great continent; and; from other sources of information, 
Foolahs, Mandingos, &c. I am enabled to confirm the state­
ment given in one of the reports of the Sierra Leone Company, 
that from Teembo, about 270 miles interior to the entrance of 
the Rio Noonez, and the capital of the Foolah king, a path of 
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communication exists through the kin~doms of Bel1ia, Bourea. 
Munda, Segoo (where there are too strong grounds to believe 

that the enterprising spirit of Mr. Park ceased its researches in 
this world), Soofundoo to G enah, and from thence to Tom­
buctoo, described as extremely rich and populous. The dis­

tance from Teembo to Tombuctoo the natives estimate at about 

four moons' journey, which at 20 miles per day, calculating 30 

days to each moon, is equal to !l,,J,oo miles. This distance in a 

country like Africa" obscured by every impediment which 
forests, desarts, and intense climate can oppose to the traveller, 

is immense; and when it is considered that in addition to these, 

he has to contend with the barbarism of the inhabitants, it is a 

subject for serious deliberation, before the investigation of its 
natural history and commercial resources is undertaken. But it 

also displays an animating field of enterprise to obtain a free 

intercourse with this unbounded space, and if, at a future day, 

we should traverse it with freedom and safety, the whole of 
Africa might thereby be enlightened, and its mysteries deve­

loped to the civilized world. 
I have therefore conceived the expediency of submitting aU 

the enterprises and operations of the United Kingdom to 

the influence of a supreme direction and goyemment in the 

river of Sierra Leone. 0 doubt many contradictory opinions 

may prevail upon this subject, and upon the outline I h,lVC pre­

viously submitted on the most eligible plan of introducing 

civilization into Africa; but the detail of all my motives and 

reaso>!s would occupy too large a space; I shall therefore pro­

ceed to instance some local circumstances and political reasons 

why [ l11ake the proposition. 

From what I have said respecting tbe path which Smart, of 
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the Rochell branch of the river Sierra Leone, has now under 
his authority, and can open and shut 'at pleasure, communi­
cating with the extensive country of the Foolabs, whose ki'ng (as 
the Sierra Leone agents are well aware of, but who was strangely 
and unaccountably n~glected by them) is well disposed to aid, 
by prudent application, all advances towards the civilization of 
his country, it is evident that an immense commerce, extend-­
jng northward to Cape Verde, and southward to Cape Palmas,. 
on the coasts, and from the interior countries, might be matn­
tained. 

By light vessels and' schooners; drawing from 6 to 8 feet 
water, a continued activity might be kept up ' in the maritime 
situations and rivers, and' a correspondence by land might be­
eondueted by post natives, who .travel from-20 to go miles per 
day, to all parts of the interior countries. 

From the Island of Goree a correspondence witli tfie river' 
Gamoia, and a watchful vigilance over' the settle~eot of the 
French in the Senegal would be ma.intained both-by land and 
sea, which, with a. wen chosen position, central· from Cape 
Sierra Leone, to Cape Palmas, would combine a regular system, 
of operation, concentrating in the river SielTa Leone, In acjdi-
tion to these three principal depotS-, it would be requisite to ' , 
establish factories, and places of defence to the northward, on 
the rivers ScaFcies and Kissey, at the Isles de Loss, the rivers 
Dembia, Rio Pongo, Rio Grande, Rio Noonez, and- Gambia; 
and to leeward, on the rivers Sherbro, Galhinas, Cape Mount, 
Junk river, Joho's river, Bassau, &c. or in other commanding 
positions towards Cape Palmas . . The expense of these auxili-

ary establishments and forts would be inconsiderable, compared 
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with the ohjects they \\'ould attain, the chief rrqui,ite being 
regular and well supplied aSRortml'nts of goods, anl a wi"e sys­
tem of orga ni.t:.Ition adapted to circumstances. 

The navil{tllion of the. c river,. :tn I hahits of conciliation 

ani fricnd~hip with the chiefs re<ident upon them, and towards 

the intLriur, it may here be perceived, arc the only practi­

Cilble measures, under the auspicious control of Government, 

tll retain our commerce with Africa, to civilize its inhabitants, 

and explore its hidden \\ calth; and arc the most favour­

able. also, towards our opcrations in the countries on this 

contincnt; \\'hile the various natives attached to this pursuit, 

would aid, by wisc management, in Influencing thc inhabitants, 

where our re,~l'archcs and pursuits mir;ht carry us, and eventu­

ally conduct us to the centre of Arrira, from thence to the 

easkrn ,hores of the McJ",·rr.lncan, and the banks of the Nile. 

1 trllst It \\ill here also nppc.lr that the meam of acting, and the 

important adv.lIltJgcs to be derivcd therefrom, are neither illu­
sil'c nor impracticabk 

It is to be lamentcd, that, in undertakings of this kind, men 

of lilllll<.:d ge11II", of no exp ricncc ill business, and inc-dpab!e of 

a~tillg With unanimitv, have been too frequelltly employ~; who 

arc gOl'crnl'd more by c3pI'ire than prin iplc, and are conse­

quclltl\, "e1Jom able to reduce their idl',I~ into practice, and .1I0w 

thell' P,'''IOllq to predolllit1..tc 01'<'1' the ma~ims of duty Deli­

racy III m.lI1agillg the humours and interests of men is the art 

1'l'!]UISItl t" sutces.ful opcr.tti()\1, 

:'ILly it be remembered, th"t if civilization and our ascel1-

J( 'llry prevail in Afnca, and If the first essays we 1I1 •• ke to 

('\tcn<l <lUI' relations wltb lilal country nrc successful, we Jltach 
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to the civilized world one-fourth of the habitable globe, 
and its infinite resources. It there(ore becomes a subject of 
great magnitude, to commence and form a system of operation, 
to collect the means of this immense extent, and the propriety 
of subjecting the whole to a similarity of views, and co-operation 
under one controlling administration. 

The · precipitate abolition of the slave trade wjll' reduce our 
affuirs in Africa, to a contracted and unproductive compass, in 
its present condition: therefore.if we attach any consequence to 
this quarter of the globe, it will be expedient to endeavour to 
discover new scources~f commercial wealth and industry. 

Coffee, cotton, the sugar cane, cacao, 'indigo, rice, tobacco, 
, aromatic plants and trees, &c. first offer themselves to our atten­

tion in wild exuberance. And these, in my humble opinion, 
are the only rational means to bring Africa into a state of ci­
vilizati0n, and to abolish slavery. 

I recommend one administration lU1der the patronage of Go- , 
vernment, in the Sierra Leone river, to guard against a want of 
unity in the n\lmber of petty establishments that may otherwise 
exist on the coast, which from jealousies and interests varying in 
different directions, produce operations of a contradictory nature, . 
and the first necessary step, is to be weU' acquainted with the 
character and dispositions, of the natives, and the localities of the 
maritime situations; for without comb~ned enterprises, I ven- . 
ture to predict we are now excluded from the commerce of 
_~frica , 

I trust that my system will be examined 'in all its points, 
with dispassionate impartiality before it is rejected; and if others 
more competent to the task, devise more eligible meallS to pro­
mote the views of humanity and commerce, I shall feel happy 

N ' 

.. 
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(0 have agitated the subject, and rejoice at every means, to 

rescue so important a matter to the interests of mankind. 
The commandant of Goree, I would propose as second in 

command, with delegated powers to control all the operations 
in the countries bordering on the Senegal, and the river 
Gambia; and an annual inspection directed by him, throughoat 
this district. The intermediate countries from the Rio Noonez 
to Cape Mount would come immediately under the examination 
of the central and administratil'e government of Sierra Leone, 
and the third division under the authority of another command 

at a pSition chosen between Cape Mount, and Cape Palmas. 
The military protection of the establishments, as I have here 

recommended, would neither require great exertions, or num­
bers. Goree certainly claims peculiar attention. Its fortifica­
tions should be repai red, and the guns rendered more complete, 
and tanks for water should be in a perfect state to guard 
against the want of this neces ary article from the main land, 

which , as before noticed, is liable to be cut offat any period by 
the enemy. The convenience, airy and healthy construction 
of the barracks and ho~pitals, claim the most minute attention 
3ml care. Under skilful superintendance in these important 

department~, the health of the troops might be preserved, and 
objects of defence realized with a very inconsiderable military 
establishment. But as government must be well informed by 

its officers, both military and naval in these points, it would be 
inde<;orous in rue to enlarge on the subject. Lieu!. Colonel Lloyd, 
from his longresid nce, and intimacy with a great portion of the 
\ indward cast, possesses ample informalion. And the naval 
officers, who from lime to time have \·isltcd it, have, no doubt, 

furnished every document necessary to complete an effectil'e naval 
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protection. A regular system of defence, adapted to the jurisdic­
tion of the Sierra Leone, and delegated establishment between 
Cape Mount and Cape Palmas, are also obviously requisite. The 
establishments that would be eligible for the purposes of de­
fence, are confined to the three foregoing principal positions, 
and they have little to perform that is either difficult or embar­
rassing. It may not, however, be considered as going beyond' 
the bounds of propriety to hint, that a great portion of the sol­
diers charged with defence, should be able engineers and 
gunners, and a few cavalry might be occasionally found useful. 
To complete the entire plan, and exclude our enemies from 
every point, from Cape Blanco to Cape Palmas, the possession 
of the 'Fre)lch establishment at the I:;le of Louis in the Senegal, 
is an object of serious contemplation, and no doubt might be 
attained with great facility by even a small' forc~. The un­
healthy consequences to a military force attached to this place 
might be greatly removed by superior convenience in the hos­
pitals, barracks, and other departments of residence; and in a 
commercial point of view, its advantages are too well ascer­
tained for me to obtrude any observations. 

The bricks necessary for building may be procured in the 
country, lime from oyster shells, &c. wood and other materials 
at a very inconsiderable expense; and as the usual mode of 
payment, is in bars of goods, instead of money, the nominal 
amount would thereby be greatly lessened. 

-
Ns 
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CHAPTER IX, 

Tbe /l1I/bo1' embarks ill Ibe Sbip lt1itluTltI,-Proaelis 10 fbe Ri~ 
POIIgo,-DIJqlliJilioIlJ tbU!01J.-Furlber Observatiolls 011 tbe 

ftrbab/ldllls, obt(/;II~dJrom Mllives oj van'ol" NatiollS met with 
Ilivn,.-Tbe 1,,"s do Los •. -l1cfllms to Sierra Leollc, &,'. 

UPON the 4,th of June, 1806, I embarked at Banee Island, on 

board the ship Minerva or LivGrpool, bound upon a trading 

voyogc to the Hio 1'0ngo, ~l1d other rivers to the northward, 

and on ThursdJY the 12th came to an anchor at the upper 

forks, in the Rio Pongo, being the point at which the branches 

or the BltT/g'l'o, Cba/'I~Jtoll, COII,'lil/fi,), &c, empty themselves; 

higher lip the: river are tho Sallgu and Basbia branches, occu­

pied by u elwin of f<lctories, nnd inhabited by arious notions 

:llld trib~H, The princip.ll factories for tmde arc on the COI'l­

sti1'ltin. about .1P miles lip the river, Mr. lllTIl1lings's factory, 

at Ventura; Mr, John Irvin's, at Kess<'Y; Mr, Benjamin Cur­

tis's, at Boston; Mr, Frasier's, at BQngm; ML Sal1lmo's, at 

Choi'\('stoll; Nfl'. l)uvid Lawrencc's, at Gambia; Mr. Daniel 

Botcfl'ur's, 3t MHry 1Ji1l; Mr. Ormond's, Mr, TiJlinghurst's, 

MI'. Gray's, in thc Bashia branch; with various others of IIlfe­

!'ior ('ol1sidcration, 
During my slay on this river, I visited the whole or these 

bral1chc~, ;1Ild in addition \0 persontti investigation, 1 obtAined 
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much information from the various conduct(}rs of these facto­
ries, and had a variety of opportunities of communicating with 
many of the natives from the interior countries, who are drawn 
hither by the extensive commerce of the Rio Pongo. In my 
excursions on this river, I was generally accompanied by Captain 
William Browne, of Liverpool, who was part owner of the 
Minerva, and had the sole management of the concerns of her 
voyage; and I am happy to give him this public testimony of 
the many obligatiop.s he conferred upon me, while on this part 
of the coast, which unceasingly continued until my arrival in 
England, by the way of the West Indies. , 

The countries bounded by the Rio PQngo and the Gambia" 
are inhabited by the Nilloes, and various tribes, who carryon a 
considerable trade with that river, the Tho Noonez, and Rio 
Grande, and inland to the two latter, is the powerful nation of 
the Fool~hs, possessing an extensive country, abou,t 200 miles 

, in breadth from north 'to south, and 400 miles from east to west. 
Teembo, the capital of the Foolah king, is about 270 miles in­
land from the entrance of the Rio Noonez. The paths for trade 
and communication with the interior, from this position, are at 
the king's pleasure, and he- opens and shuts them by his man­
date. The Foolahs are tall, well-limbed, robust and courage­
ous, grave in their deportment. are weLl acquainted with com­
merce, and travel over an astonishing space of the country. 
Their religion is a mixture of Mahomedanism, idolatry" and; 
fetishism. One of their' tenets, which inculcates the destruc­
tion of those they term infidels, is peculiarly friendly to slavery, 
and as the greater part of their neighbouring tribes are ,of that 
description, they are continually practising every violence, aIJ.d! 
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are frequently engaged in wars. When I suggested to a chief 

of very considerable intelligence, and one of the Foolah king's 
head men, whom I met in the Rio Pongo, the enormity of their 
injustice to the surrounding tribes, and how displeasing it was 

to the God they prayed to, his reply was, "True, this be bad 

fashion to 1'oolah, or fandingo man, but these people we 

make war against never pray to God, nor do we make war 
with those who give God Almighty service." While this bar­

barism exists, and the slave trade is continued, humanity will 
have to bewail the miserable condition of the African slave. 

For this, and various other reasons that might be urged, and 

considering the position and extensive influence of the Foolah 

nation, their king claims a high consideration in a combined 

scheme of establishment upon the coast. 
So impressed was this chief, of the beneficial advantages to be 

derived from agriculture, that he tendered land, cattle, men, 

/Xc. to the agents of the Sierra Leone Company, only request­

ing from them, in return, a delegated superintendance; but, 

strange to tell, this disposition was not cultivated nor improved; 
nor was the further oll~r of the king of La by, 8nd his high 

priest, to place their sons under the protection of the Company, 

to be sent to England and educated. A more important step 
could not have been taken to attain the object of the Directors, 

than this of attaching the 1'oolal1 nation to their interest. 

The women of this nation nrc hand 'ome, and of a sprightly 
temper, and their countenallces are more regular than those of 

the cO III 111 on Ncgroc ; the hair in both men and women is much 

longer, and not so woolly, but they have a most disgusting 

cuslom of forming it into ringlets, bedaubed with oil alld grease, 
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which gives them a very barbarous appearance. The Foolah 
tongue is different from that of the surrounding nations, and 
its accent is more harmonious. 

To the southward of the Rio Pongo, to Sierra Leone, lie the 
countries of the Bagoes, Soosees, Mandingos, Timminees, and 
Boolams, all idolators except the Mandingos, who, like the 
Foolahs, associate in their religion a mixture of fetishism and 
Mahomedanism. The Timrhinees are a more harmless race of 
men than any of the other infidel nations, and their disposi­
tions are more calculated to industrious avocations than their 
neighbours. 

I have alread~ noticed the Mandingos, but, as I consider this 
nation and the l'oolahs of the first consequence, from their 
power and influence over the other nations of this part of the 
coast, I shall add a few more observations upon them.. 

From what I have before stated, it will appear that the Man-' 
dingos are a numerous people in Africa, gaining a daily influ­
ence and authority in the district now under consideration. 
Besides the tribes of this people who inhabit the countries 
between the Soosees and Timminees, there are various others 
established in the country of Bambouk, and on the borders of 
the Gambia, but the great body occupy an extensive territory 
above the sources of that river. 

_The empire of the Mandingos is not, however, so consider­
able as that of the Foolahs, but from their increasing influence 
over the western countries, from their docile and cunning dis­
position.s, their knowledge in merchandize, and acquirements in 
book· knowledge; their power must, in process of time, be great­
ly increased; and it will be of the utmost moment to civilize 

( . 

'. 
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them, in order to acquire an influence over the more barba­
rous states. 

Notwithstanding the cunning and dissimulation which cha­
racterizes these people, they are generous, open, and hospitable, 
and their women are aimiable and engaging: they are more 
zealous Mahomedans than the Foolahs; their colour has a 
mixture of yellow, but their features are more regular than the 
other nations of Africa which I have seen. The Foolahs, the 
MJndingos, and the ]oliffs, bordering on the Senegal, are the 
most handsome egroes on this part of Africa; the hair of the 

latter, however, is more crisped and woolly, their nose is round, 
and their lips are tluck; this nation, in particular, is blacker 
than those approximating to\\'ards the line: nor are the egroes 
in the Krew coast, and towards Palmas, so black as the nation 
I now speak of; which may tend to prove, that the colour of 
the Africans docs not arise from a vertical sun, but from other 
physical causes yet unknown. 

There is a characteristic feature between the Mahomedan 
nations of Africa, particularly those from the shores of the 
Mediterranean (wholl! 1 have seen in my travels in that 
quarter) \\hich, with their almost universal profession of the 
M,lhomed.Jn religion, anctions the idca, that this part of 
thl! coast has been peopled f!'Om the eastern pJrts of the 
continent; but the Visible differ<!ncc in religion, complcxiull, 
and (eature, of the lIatioll to\\'":Ird' ape Palmas, givc rise t 

otlwr cOIlJectures . An obvious difference may be obserl'c>u among 
these nlllllerous nations; their language and their customs are 

vnriollS. and arc frequently without affinity or relation. From 
the shores of the 1Icditerrnnean to this part of A.-frica, the 
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majority of the nations are Mahomedans, but towards Cape Pal­
mas they are gross idolators, with a mixture Mahomedanism and 
superstition; many of them erect temples, and dedicate groves 
to the devil. I have seen several of these, which exhibit no out­
ward sign or object of worship, but consist of stumps of trees, 
in a cin;ular form, covered with leaves, or a thatched roof, in the 
centre of which stands a square altar of mud, without any 
image of adoration. The reason assigned by them for their 
omission in this imtance, i~, "that they never look the Devil or 
evil spirit, therefore they do not know how to make any thing 
like him." To the good spirit they neither make offering nor 
sacrifice, considering it as ·unnecessary to obtain his favours, 
from his disposition to do nothing but good, which of course he 
will administer to them. 

From every thing that I have observed, I conceive that idola­
try, and fetish worship, is the predominant religion of Africa, 
and that Mahomeilanism has been propagated by the MOCDrs 
and Arabs. It may not here be unopportune to introduce the 
Mandingo man's prayer, which I obtained from a very intelli­
gent chief of that nation: viz. 

• 

o 

, 
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A1andillgo Arabic, 

Subbohanalahe Rabila'ademy 
abodehe. Subbohanala rabila 
Allah . Subbohana arabe. Inye 
allamante, nafuse wa amutate 
sue wakefurella. T eyateli ll a_ 
he tebates a1livatuelub lahey. 
Sillamaleko ayo hanabehe, oba­
ra katolahe Sullamalina Ihan­
nabe, lebadelahe Salihenee. 

The address to t>Iahomet fol­
lows, viz. 

Sahadala elahe idillaha in 
Mahomedo, arasoolo lah i an 
man t>Iahomedo aboodaho. 

I II their idiom qf English. 

God Jives and is not dust. 
G od be master of a 11 and is 
above his slaves. God knows 
his slal'e, and is not made of 
earth; but above all. .( Before 
the next sentence, Suhbohana 
arabe, &c. he bows twice.) 

Suppose 1 die, I can look you 
to-morroll', and thank you, and 
be out of trouble, and free from 
the D evil. 

(Teyateli llahe, &c. accompa­
nied by a lllotio;1 of the fingers) 

I beg in my prayers again, 
God, I may die to day, I look to 
thank you again to-moITOw, 
my people and family may 
then get into trouble, and I 
then pray to you. 

To Iahornet. 
Mahomet be man, born of 

woman, the prophet of God, 
and speak to him for man. 

l,n this sy tern of prayer there is a mixture of fetishism, 1I1a­
hOll1cdani 111, and a strong analogy to the Chn tian system; and 
it is no incol1 iderable argument in favour of the ·medi.,tion of 
the Saviour, that in the worship of heathen nations a ll1~diator 

is uniformly associat d with the object of Jdoration. Virgil in 
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his lEneid, and other classic writers, illustrate a belief of the 
ancient heathens in the omniscience of the deity, and they 
clearly elucidate the importance they attached to the mediatorial 
efficacy of ofterings and sacrifice. 

The form of worship adapted to the foregoing prayer, is to 
squat down upon the ground, placing the palm of their hands 
flat thereon twice, touching the earth the same number of times 
with their foreheads; then rubbing their arms from the wrist to 
the elbow, with that which is contracted by this operation, 
when the hands are applied to the face, and the forefingers put 
into the ears. 

I have dwelt more minutely upon this people and their pre­
sent condition compared with the Foolahs, because I consider 
these nations have it much in their power to shut and open the 
paths of intercourse with the interior countries, therefore they be­
come of importance, in the contemplation of any pursuits upon 
this district of Africa. 

The Mandingoes inhabiting Galam, and the countI1ies in­
terior to the Gambia, carry O~l the principal trade wit1l those of 
Bambouk, &c. where gold is procured. This precious metal is 
obtained from the surface of the earth, and from the banks of 
the falls of the rivers in the rainy season; it is first washed in a 
calabash; and when the water is poured off, the dust, and som€­
times large grains remain. The natives have no idea of mining; 
but it appears from hence, that mines of this metal must exist, 
which are concealed thro' the want of the arts of civilized life. 
The Mandingoes speak of these ,countries with ~ great air of 
mystery, and are extremely jealous, lest Europeans should ob­

tain any information relative to themt s they carryon almost 
exclusively, this branch of com mere 

02 
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\Vhen I was in the Bashia branch of the Rio Pongo, a me­
teor of an extraordinary kind appeared for two successive 
nights, directing its course from NE. to S\V. which put the na­
tives in a most dreadful state of consternation; the women fell 
into loud lamentations, the men beat their drums, an sent forth 
the most horrid yeUs; imagining, that this barbarous up­
roar would dril'e away the object of their fears. In eclipses of 
the sun and moon, they repeat their prayers and sacrifices, 
with the same clamour, under the notion that it will frighten 
away the monster which they suppose to obscure the e planets 
from their view. These superstitious notions have the most 
powerful influence over the Negro's mind, and it is impossible 
to dissuade or reason him out of them. 

From all I have stated, the great importance of these coun­
tries, to open an intercourse wilh the interior of Africa, must 
appear. On the borders of the Rio Pongo, and other rivers, 
excellent lands, forming hill, and dale, are every where to be 
fOllod, and well adapted to agricultural experiments. With the 
COllunt tif fbi! chiefs, these might be obtained at a small expense, 
and many of them with whom I have communicated, would 
gladly embrace 8 wise interference; but they all complain, 
" white man not know their fa hion," intimating in v ry forcible 
language, that cvery caution hould be used, at ir1l10l'ation upon 
their laws, customs, and manners. Let example fir,t excite 
thdr admiration, and their bal barism \\ ill bow befor the arts 
of civilization, and slavery be gradually abolished. 

urore 1 conclude this chapter, I shall make some obscrvations 
upon the temperature of the western countries of Africa, ituated 
bltween Cape Verde and Cape Palmas, mention the principal 
diseases, and those which Europeans are most exposed to ou 
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their first arrival in these countries, and give general precautions 
against the dangers of the climate, &c. 

The inexhaustible fecundity of Africa holds out to Europeans 
strong excitements to enterprise and research; but in the pur­
suit, the diseases which prevail in this country should be well 
understood; and it would be highly expedient, in any plans of 
colonization, to attach a medical staff, as the natives have no 
idea of the art of surgery, except what arises from the know­
ledge they have of the properties of herbs, and the superstitions 
attached to their fetishism. In annexing this extraordinary 
country to the civilized world, and exploring its stores of wealth, 
a burning climate, and the diseases peculiar thereto, unite with 
the barbarism of its inhabitants in opposition to the European; 
but by a strict observance of necessary rules, and avoiding all 
kinds of excess, the formidable influence of the. sun may be resist­
ed, and the pernicious effects of exhalations, which arise from a 
humid, mar:shy, and woody country, may in a great degree be 
obviated; and I am sorry to say,t that for want of proper precau­
tion and through ignorance, fatal consequences more frequently 
occur, than from the unhealthiness of the climate. 

The temperature from Cape Verde to Cape Palmas is ex­
tremely various from the vertical rays of the sun, the nature of 
the soil, and the face of the country. 

In the months from November to March, by Fahrenheit's 
-thermometer, it has been from 70· in the morning, to go: at 
noon, in the shade; and nearly the same variation has been 
observed at the river of Sierra Leone; and in some places in the 
Foolah country it has been from 50· to go· , 

From July to October, the mean temperature in the river 
Gambia, by Fahrenheit, has beenf rom go· in the morning to lo.0~ 
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at noon in the shade, and during the same months at Sierra Leone 
from about 92° to 106"; but a variety of local circumstances 
may give a greater or less degree of heat: this however may 
sen'e to give a general idea of the temperature of these countries. 
The island of Goree, for example, the island of Dance, and the 
bay of Sierra Leone, are more healthy, enjoying the cooling sea 
breezes, more than situations in the rivers more interior. The 
banks of all the rivers in Africa, which I have visited, are en­
clo~ed by impenetrable forests, marshes, and the closely com­
bined mangrove tree, and it is but seldom that the land forms an 
une en dry surface on their borders. Instances however in the 
Sierra Leone, Rio Pongo, &c. occasionally occur, when the most 
picturesque scenery adorns the river. 

From May to August, hurricanes or tornados, before des­
cribed, prevail upon the \Vindward Coast, and this phenomenon 
is to be m t with from ape Verde to Cape Palmas. The 
months from ovember to farch are remarkable for the pre­
valence of east and north-east winds. " 'hen these, inds, which 
are called barllldll11/s, set in, they are accompanied with a heavy 
atmosphere, and are of a dry and destructive nature. Every 
description of "egetation is blasted by their influence, and every 
object, animate and inanimate, feels their powerful etrects; the 
skin is parched and dried, and every feature is shriveled and 
contracted. The most compact cabinet work will give way, 
the se~ms of flooring open, and the plank even bend. Fur­
niture of c,'ery sort is distorted; in hort, nothing escapes their 
drcad"ul power. The nights at this period are cool and re­
freshing . 

The months of July, August, eptembcr, and October are 
rainy, from the equator to about thc \loth degrl!c of north latitude. 
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Towards the equinoxial they begin earlier, and make their pro­
gress to windward, but the difference throughout the whole of 
the north tropic fluctuates little more or less than 15 or 20 days. 
,\Vhen the rains commence, the earth, before parched up and 
consolidated into an impenetrable crust, by the powerful influ­
ence of the sun and a long period of drollght, is immedi­
ately covered with vermin and reptiles of all sorts, creating a 
moving mass of putrefaction. - The natives ascribe to these 
m'any oftheir diseases; but a further cause may be added, namely, 
the great change from heat to cold, and the variations at 
this season. 

The powerful influence of the sun, which at this period is 
almost vertical, quickly dissipates the clouds which obscure the 
sky, and produces an almost insupportable effect; but new 
clouds soon condense, and intercept the solar rays; a mitigating 
heat follows; the pores are compressed, and prespiration ceases. 
Variations succeeding so rapidly, are attended with the most 
sedous effects, and the most fatal consequences. And, lastly, 
the noxious exhalations arising from the inaccessible forests 
and marshy swamps which abound in Africa, and from nume- ' 
rous ani mat and vegetabl-e remains of the dry sea~on, which 
cover the soil every where, are productive of putrid effluvia. 
These rains, or rather periodical torrents of water, which annu­
ally visit the tropics, invariably continue for about four months 
of the year, and during the other eight it rarely happens that 
otle single drop falls; in some instances, however, peri,?dical 
showers -have happened in the dry season, but the effects of 
these are scarcely perceptible on vegetation; the consequence 
is, that the surface of the earth forms an impervious stratum or 
crust, which shuts up all exhalation. 
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When the rains cease, and the heat of the sun absorbs the 

evaporations from the earth, which have been so long concealed 
during tbe dry season, a most offensive and disgusting effluvia 
is produced, which then fastens upon the human system, and 
begets diseases that in a short time shew their effects with 
dreadful violence; and no period is more to be guarded against 
than when the rains cease, for the intense heat completely 
impregnates the atmosphere with allimalcul:e and corrupted 
malter. 

The principal complaints which attack Europeans are, malig­
nam nervous fevers, which prevail throughout the rainy season, 
but they are expelled by the winds which blow in the month of 
December; from hence these barmalans are considered healthy, 
but I have heard various opinions among medical men on this 
subject. Dr. Ballard (now no more), whose long residence at 
Banee Island, and in Africa, and whose intimate acquaintaince 
with the diseases of these climates, peculiarly qualified him to 
decide upon the fact, was of opinion, most decidedly, that the 
barmalim season was not the most healthy. 

\V hen this malignant fever takes place in aU its virulence, its 
consequences are the most disastrous; the symptoms are vio­
lent and without gradation, and the blood is heated to an 
increa ed degree bey nd what is e:l.perienced in Europe; the 
ninth d.l)' is generally decisi\'e, and this is a cri i that requires 
the most igilam ftttcl1lion and care over the patient. I peak 
thi from personal ex perience. In consequence of the fatigues 
I underwent in the Hid Pongo, and oth(!r livers, and hav­
ing been for several days and nights exposed to an open 
sea, and to torrents of rain upon land, I was . eized. with 
this dre.tdful disorder, although I had enjoyed an uninterrupted 
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state of good health before, and on my arrival at the colony of 
Sierra Leone was unable to support myself on shore; and had 
it not been for the kind attention and skilful prescriptions 
of Dr. Robson of tbat colony, with the friendly offices of 
Captain Brown, I should, in all probability, at this stage have 
finished my travels and existence together. Dysenteries fre­
quently follow this fever, which are of a very fatal tendency, 
and sometimes th,e flux is unattended by fever. This disease is 
not uncommon in persons otherwise healthy, but it ' is produc­
tive of great debility, which requires a careful regimen; if it 
continues to a protracted period, its consequences are often fatal. 
In my.own case, a dysentery followed the fever, and reduced 
me to a mere skeleton. The dry belly-ache is another danger­
ous disease, accompanied by general languor, a decrease of 
appe;tite, a viscous expectoration, and fixed pain in the stomach. 
Opium is considered an efiicacious medicine in this disease, and 
is administered with great perseverance, accompanied hy fre­
quent fomentations. An infusion of ginger drank in the morn­
ing has frequently good effects. Flannel assists excretion, 
aId is found beneficial. Tetanos is also another disease peculiar 
to Africa, and is a kind of SPi!IlID' and con'lulsive contraction., 
for which opium is the usual remedy. 

The Guinea- worm is another disease among the natives, 
which is productive of tumours upon the body and limbs, pro_ 
ductive of great pam, and is a contagious disease. This, how-­
ever, is a subject without my province, and which has been ably 
treated upon by gentlemen, whose profession fully quaiified 
them for the investigation. In addition to t~e many valuable­
treatises upon tropical diseases, from high authority, I would 
recommend Dr. Winterbottom's publication to the reader,. as, 

p 
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embracing llighly important local information upon the diseases 

of the \Vindward Coast. 
I have only touched on those which have more immediately 

corne within my personal observation. Too much care cannot 
be taken by Europeans in drinking, and even washing in the 

waters of Africa, which should always undergo a filtering pre­
paration, and I am persuaded that grelt circumspection should 
be used in this respect: these and other precautions, with a 
generous, bat reogLllar system of living, would no doubt tend to 

diminish the fatal tendency of diseases ill Africa. 
'Vithout doubt, a series of professional observations and en­

quiry il1lo the temperature and periodical variations of the cli­
mate of Africa, and its diseases, would be attended with the 
most important ad antages to the science of phy ic, and might 
ultimately prove of inCdlculable consequence in preserving the 
valuable lives of ollr brave soldiers and sailors, exposed to all 
the ravage of tropical climates. Advantages that are well 

worth the attention of government, which would train up a 
body of physicians and surgeons, initiated into the mystelies of 
the diseases lx.'culiar to those countries, which might tend to 

PI'''''''' l' a large portion of human beings of the utmost col1se­
qu~nce and importancc to the state; and it might form a part 

in the organization of colonial establishments, to attach thereto 
an inslitullon of this nature. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Author visits the Isles de Loss.-Remarks on those Islanas.­
Touches at the River Scarcies.-Arrives at the Colony if 
Sierra Leonc.-Embarks for the West Indies.-Lands at the 
Colony if Demerary.-Some Observations on the Productions 
if that Colony, Berbice, and Essequibo, and on the Importance 
if Dutch Guiana to the United Kingdom, in a political and 
commercial View. 

ON the 4th of July, I rejoined the Minerva at the Palm Trees, 
and on the 5th we weigh€d and passed the bar of the Rio Pon­
go, steering our course for the Isles de Loss; and on the 6th 
came to an anchor off Factory Island. 

The Isles de Loss, in the Portuguese lariguage meaning 
Islands of Idols, are so called from the idolatrous customs of 
the natives, ~nd are seven in number; Tammara, Crawford's, 
Factory, Temba, White's, Goat, and Kid islands. T~mmara is 
the largest, but very difficult of approach, and has few inhabi­
tants; Crawford's has two factories for trade, belonging t~ 
gentlemen formerly in the service of the Sierra Leone Company; 
and Factory Island has an American establishment, conducted 
by a Mr. Fisk, These are the principal (the others being little 
more than barren rock,), and they abound in vegetation and 

natural productions. S.qu~lly, or the sea ~nion, to which great. 
P 2 
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medicinal ql1alities are ascribed, grows in great abundance in 
these islands, and might be procured in almost any quantity. 
Dr. Lewis, in the !tIa/rn4 M~d;ca, or Edinburgh Dispensary, 
describes the peculiar qualities of this root. 

The positions of these islands are excellent for tradl", but 
exposed to the predatory excw'sions of the enemy, who have 
frequently pillaged the factories established in Crawford's 
IsI..lI1d. 

On the gth we again got under weigh, steering our course 
for the entrance into the river Scarcies. The night was atten­
ded by tremendous peals of thunder, lightning, and torrents of 
rain: IV continued off and on until the ath, when we arrived 
outside {aUncont Island, bearing E. by S. and the Isles de Loss 
in sight. At z P. f. I accompanied Captain Brown, with five 
hands, in the pinnace, with the intention of running into the 
Scarcies river. 'Ye sailed with a fresh breeze in expectation of 
gaining the entrance by the approach of night; but we were 
obliged to anchor in the open sea, amidst the most awful peals 
of thundt;r, while the whole heaven displayed nothing but vivid 
flashes 01 lightning. Amidst this tremendous scene, exposed 
to lh~ mercy of the, aves, with the prospect of being deluged 
by rain, we secured our little bark and ourselves, in the best 
manner our circumstances would admit, and committed ourselves 
to the all protecting care and dispvsalof ProvideLlce. The mantle 
of night was soon spread around us, the scene was grand and 
solemn, and we were at length hushed to rest by the jar of ele­
ments, and the mUI'mUf of the ocean. 'Ve awoke to contem­
plate an azure .ky, and the aU-bountiful m rcy of the Creator, 
in I res~rvi llg us from such imminent danger, to pursue our 
dc:Slination tbrvugh breaker, shoals, and sands. 
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At day-light, with a breeze from the land, we weighed, and 
steered our course S. S. E. for the Scarcies bar, but the wind 
shifting to the S. E. and the ebb tide running strong, we were 
nearly driven out of sight of land; we were therefore obliged 
again ' to anchor, and wait the cha~e of tide. Trusting to a 
sea breeze that had just set in, it being slack water, we again 
weighed: the serenity of the weather did not long continue, but 
soon increased to a brisk gale, accompanied by thunder, light- , 
ning and rain; we were driven with great impetuosity through 
the narrow channel between the bar and the 'shore, and from the 
shallownesi of the water, the rollers continually broke over our 
heads, threatening our destruction every moment. Providenti­
ally we surmounted these dangers, and at 5 P . M. entered the 
river, which is interspersed with islands and picturesque objects, 
that could not be viewed without interest. I have been thus mi­
nute in describing this excursive voyage, that others, whose bu- . 
sifless may hereafter lead them to this river, may profit by the 
difficulties we experienced in this critical and dangerous passage. 
We were obliged to come to an anchorage in the river during 
the night, under a very violent rain, and the next day arrived at 
Robart, the factory of Mr. Aspinwall. 

This gentleman, whom a previous acquaintance had induced 
me to visit, received us with great hospitality and kindness. 
From a residence of upwards of 311 years on the coast, he pos­
sesses much intelligence and valuable information relative to this 
part of Africa, and I am indebted to him not only on this, but 
on former occasions, for many' interesting particulars. 

The factories of trade in this river are, 
Mr. Aspinwall, Robart. 
Boatswain, A black chief and trader, above Robar t. 
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Mr. Lewis, Rocoopa, attached to Bance Island. 
1I1r. Gordon, Thoma~'s Island, ditto. 

\Vith a variety of small factories attached to those of Mr. 
Aspinwall. 

On the 15th we took leave of Mr. Aspinwall, and embarked 
on board a schooner he had the kindness to furnish us with; and 

after a very tedious and tempestuous passage, arrived at Sierra 

Leone on the 21St, having had contrary winds to contend with; 
whereas with a favourable breeze, the passage is usually per-
formed ill a few homs. ' 

Here I was attacked with the epidemic fever of Africa, and 
experienced the medical assistance and friendship I have previ­

ousl y noticed. 
In an exceedingly exhausted state, but much recovered, I 

again embarked on board the J\!inerva, where I had a second 
attack of the fever, accompanied by dysentery, which reduced 
me to the lowet state of c).i tenee; and after one of the most 

distressing and di agreeable voyages I ever experienced, we ar­
ri ed in Demerary roads after a passage of 71 days, and, by the 
providence of the Almighty, we escaped both disease and the 
elll!my. 

A few hours after we carne to an anchor I went on shore, 

and I verily belie\' that the pa scngers and spcctators suspected 

they had received a vi itation from the world of spirits. When 

I reached the house of 1\1r. Colin 1\1' rea, Captain Brown's 
consignee, the umffectcd and gentkmanlike reception I met 

"it:l, both from him and his lady, with their ub equent kind 
condllct, can never be eft;,ced from my memory. Captain 

Drown soon joined us, and in the most engaging terms we 

wcr<: invited to become inmates \Iith Mr. M'Crc.l and his 
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partner, which we availed ourselves of during our stay in 
Demerary. A few days after, I became acquainted with Mr. 
Alexander M'Crea, brother to my kind host, and as soon 
as my health would permit, visited him at his plantation, the 
Hope, 11 miles from Stabroke, the capital of the colony of 
Demerary. In this society, and from other quarters, I was 
favoured with various information upon the situation of the co­
lonies in Dutch Guiana, and their importance in a political and 
commercial point of view. 

The colonial produce of Demerary, Essequibo, and Berbice, 
chiefly consists in sugar, coffee, cotton, rum, an4 molasses; but 
the richness and fertility of the soil is capable of raising any 
tropical production; new sources being daily unfolded, of the 
immense wealth derivable from these colonies, and their great 
importance to Great Britain. The following .example, extracted 
from the Custom House reports, may elucidate this in a striking 
degree. 

In the June fleet of 1804, consisting of sixty sail of various 
burthen and tonnage, there were exported, viz. 

17,235 Casks of sugar. 203 Casks coffee. 
442 Barrels do. 39,701 Barrels cotton. 

3,399 Puncheons rum. 336 Hhds. mola~.ses. 
8,668.885 Ibs. wt. coffee. 

Calculating sugar at £'1.0. per cask, and is. per barrel; 
rum 150 guilders, or £12. lOS. per puncheon; coffee IS. 

per lb.; cotton £20. per bale of 3 cwt.; and molasses a guilder, 
or IS. 8d. per gallon, the total amount will be upwards of 
[,1,600,000. 

This immense export has since progressively increased, and 
colonists are only wanting to augment it to an inconceivable· 
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extent. How valuable then do these colonies become, and of 
what importance are they, in any negociation with the enemy. 

Unquestionably under the fostering care and guidance of 
British jllrisprudence, they would produce an accumulated ex­
port infinitely beyond the present computation, and be produc­
til'c of incrC'a'sing wealth to the merchant, and revenue to the 

country. 
The lands are still more fertile proceeding towards the inte­

rior, and being th in ly inhabited, are attainable with great facility, 

and are extremely various in their productions, 

At this period these valuable possessions were nearly in a de­
fenceless state, having a very inadequate and feeble military 
fure to defend them, and being almo.t without naval protection; 
they had literally only an armed brig and schooner, built and set 
a float by the colol1Y of Dem('rary, to guard an extensive coast, 

and all immense property. 
I n addition to the foregoing enumeration of commerce, indigo, 

pepper, cacoa, or chocolate nut, &c. may be raised to great 
amou nt. Of the latter, an individual planter at Berbice, from a 

nursery of 500,000 trees had Ig8,000 beanng ones in 1806, 

\I hieh when gat hered in, calculating 51b. to each tree, \\~U reim­

bursc him III the sum of £Sf!,ooo. 
Hetro peetil ly viewed, it will ap~ar that the colonies of 

Duteh Guiana are of the utmost importance to the revenue, and 

wealth of Great Brit;!.in. If any consequence is attached by 
,:(01 ~rnnJcnt to the \\' e.st Indies, and it would be preposterous to 

infer that t1l<!re is not, til c b('('omc of great magnitude in the 
, t"l1~tion of our colol1lal pos,cs. ions, and if they are to revcrt 

to t"('lr turmer pmpm:tors, it eviJemly ,hould be for no mcan 
('qulvalcnt ; and it is but JU tice to ay, that when I was iu this 
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part of the world, the apparent negligence in the protection and 
jurisdiction of these possessions, by the administration of the 
day, had so far alienated the minds of the inhabitants, that their 
reversion to the former government did not appear to be a sub­
ject which would excite their regret; althougn they were 
originally predisposed in favour of Great Britain. 

Contemplating also Dutch Guiana in our present state oCwar­
fare, and viewing it, from its contiguity, as an alliance of mag­
nitude to French Guiana, the BraziIs, and the Spanish settle­
ments of South America, from whence, in the existing situation 
of Europe, the insatiate ambition of our inveterate enemy de­
rives an important sinew of finance, which nerves his arm in 
wielding the sword against the liberties and the existence of the 
United Kingdom, they become infinitely enhanced, and are of 
still more momentous consideration. 

Indisputably their possession would tend much to facilitate 
the British dominion in this lucrative portion of the globe, which 
might lead to a decisive termination of hostilities, and the per­
manent establishment of honourable tranquillity. 

On the morning of the goth of October I took my grateful 
leave of my hospitable host and his family; and, accompanied 
by my trusty friend, fellow voyager and traveller, Captain 
Brown, I embarked at noon on board the ship Admiral Nelson. 
the command of which he had taken, accompanied by about !lO 

sail of vessels under convoy of his Majesty's sloop o(war, the 
Cygnet, commanded by --Maude, Esq. 

Touching at Tobago, where our fleet was augmented, we 
came to an anchor in the harbour of Grenada, on the 5th of 
November, and remained there until the 9th. 

The history of this island, with that of the West Indies in 
Q 
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general, is so well known, that it would be delaying my readers 
unnecessarily, for me to obtrude my observations. One anec~ 
dote, however, which among a variety of experiments, I made 
to ascertain the sentiments of the 1 egroes in the colonies, may 
prove, in a high degree, their sentiments upon their present con~ 
dition. When I mentioned to them some spot, or some head 
man in their country within their recollection, with the utmost ex­
tacy they would say, "eh I you look that, massa /" I then assured 
them I had, and described the pullam, or palm tree, in their native 
town: the effect of this remembrance was instantaneous, and 

demonstrated by the most extravagant expressions of delight. 
Conceiving that 1 had attained my object, and being persuaded 
that the transportation of the e people was an oppressive trans­

gression against their natural rights, I added, " I had fine ship, 
I go back to their country, and obtain leave from massa, to let 
them go look their country;" a sudden transition from extrava­
gance to grnve reflection followed; "J, mas a, me like that very 
well, me like much to look my country; but suppose, massa, 

they make me sId e, me no ee my massa again; all the same 
to me "here r b slave, but me like my massa best, and I no 
look my country with yuu." 

Among el'ery class with whol11 1 have conversed on this sub­
Ject, I have uniformly received :J. similar ans\\"l!r, and it is a 

convincing proof that, by humane treatment, the condition of 

the slave i. imprO\'cd, not only by his tran pOftation to Ihl! colo­
nies, but in his own estimation. 

n may be intcrcstin<r to notice, that at the Hand of Grenada, 
I had an opportunity of correctly ascertaining the truth of a 
statement, I had heard from a medical gentlemJIl of r<!specta~ 
bility at Demera.ry, that, that ravuger of the human species, the 
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yellow fever, was first imported into this island from the island 
of Bulam, in the Rio Grande, ~pon the coast of Africa, by a 
ship called the Hankey, which brought away the sickly colonists 
from that unfortunate expedition. 

On the 16th we arrived at Tortola, and on the 19th sailed . 
with the fleet under convoy of the La Seine frigate, and landed 
at Liverpool on the 6th of January, 1806. 
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CHAPTER Xl. 

Conclusioll. 

I HAV£ endeavoured in the foregoing pages, to introduce to my 
readers, the substance of my diary of observations upon the 
\Vindward Coast of Africa. 

Originally I only intended them for my own private satisfac­
tion, and that of my intimate friends ; but on my arrival in Eng­
land, I found that the commerce of Africa was then a particular 
subject in agitation, among a large portion of my fellow subjects, 
and the legislature of my country. 

Under these circumstances, I conceived it my duty as a British 
commercial subject, a.nd as a friend to humanity, to communicate 
my sentiments to the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Howick, 
then one of his Majesty's principal secretaries of state; which I did 
in the subjoined letter. (Appendix o. I.) Upon furtherreflec­
tion, and by the express wish of respectable individuals, I have 

been induced to obtrude my narrative and sentiments upon the 
notice of the public. I have avoided as much as po ible to mag­

nify my personal adventures. and dangers. nor have I had 
rec'-lUrse to the flowing periods of description, preferring a simple 
narrative of facts formed upon grounds of personal observation. 
From thence, if my endeavours tend to awaken a spirit of enter­
prise. to enlarge the tmde of the united kingdom, and to increa e 
the expolt of its manufactures, or lead to more intelligent 
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interference in behalf of the enslaved African, my design will be 
accomplished. 

To do justice to the natural history of Africa, and to introduce 
t{) the public its various sources of commerce, would require a 
union of political interests, and vigorous execution, which none 
but government can apply with full effect. 

The principal outline which I have endeavoured to confine my­
self to, is a ~cital of such traits of the disposition and character of 
the natives, as seem requisite to be understood to form an 
accurate judgment of the present condition of Africa. The 
advantages that may possibly result not only from moral, but 
political considerations, in forming upon sure principles, agricul­
tural and mercantile establishments, calculated to instruct and 
civilize the Negroes employed'in the necessary avocations, will 
unfold the fertility of their soil which is now left to nature t and 
will also fulfil the expectations of a rational humanity, whil it 
might rapidly expel slavery and the Slatee trade, to the establish­
ment of civilization, and more natural commerce. I have also 
endeavoured to demonstrate the eligibility of the position of the 
river Sierra Leone, from whence a controlling and administrative 
authority might employ the resources of the Windward Coast / 
from Cape Verde to Cape Palmas, at the same time submitting 
solely to the wisdom of government, the propriety of annexing 
Senegal to our possessions on the coast; which of ~ourse would 
tend to the total exclusion of France from this part of the world. 

I have besides dwelt upon such positions, as app<lar to me 
best calculated to establish factories of trade and agricultural 
operation; and upon the nations whose barbarism must first be 
subdued, in order to influence other tribes, and to obtain a fTl;!e 
intercourse with the interior, and have pointed out those chiefR 

' . 
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whose dispositions and influence, would g reatly co-operate to m­
cilitate this beneficent undertaking. 

The rivers I have dwelt upon, are surrounded with fertile 

lands and a numerous population, and may be navigated a con­

siderable distance into the interior country; and by reducing 

all operations to onc well adapted system, under the guidance 

of experience, moderation, and wisdom, I am firmly persuaded 
that success will be the result. 

" 'hat 1 have said relative to the present state of the natives 

of Africa, may tend to demonstrate the nature of the oppo­

sition, which civilization has to guard against, and the barbarism 

it has to contend with. The condition of a free l'egro in Africa 
is easy and contented, and the class of slaves attached to them, are 

satisfied \lith their fate. They only are to be lamented, who are 

procured from condemnation, either for real or imaginary crimes, 

or who are taken in war; and it is from thi class that slaves 

are procured by other nations. It is a remarkable circum­

stance, that the major part of these unhappy creatures come from 
the interior, and that the maritime places which ha\·e had inter­
course with Europeans, aftord only a small number of laves; 

and I am persuaded, abominable as the lavc trade may be consi­

dered, ;lnd disgraceful as it is, that it ha saved many human beings 

from a premature and barbarou death. 1 am also firmly of opi­

nion, that it i only by agradudl a bolitioll , and a rational system 

to ivilize the inhahitants of Africa, that this detested traffic can 
be efIi ctually abolished . A rational philosophy and humanity. 

,hould fil'st have submitted to politicalnec sity, and have com­
menced experiment upon practicable theori..", while lhe sacred 

right of property should h~vc been r garded, and well con i­

dured. 
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This opinion may perhaps subject me to the animadversion 
of many worthy individuals; but I beg to assure them, that I 
am as zealous an abolitionist as any among my fellow subjects, 
although I widely differ from many of them, as to the means of 
effecting a measure, that embraces so large a portion of the hu­
man race; and I should contradict th.:: conviction of my own 
mind, were I to utter any other opinion. - -

Rectitude cif intention, a lively interest in the condition of 
the African, and a deep impression of the importance of this 
country to Great Britajn, in a commercial point of view, have 
actuated me in obtruding myself upon the public; and before I 
take my leave, I earnestly entreat a deliberate investigation of 
the imperfect system of operation, I have recommended in the 
foregoing pages. If I have not been sufficiently perspicuous, 
I trust the shafts of criticism will be enfeebled by the conside­
ration, that a-commercial education and pursuit cannot claim 
a title to literary acquirements; but if in any instance I meet 
the judgment of a discerning public, and my suggestions excite 
more competent endeavours, I shall feel the highest pleasure, 
and satisfaction. 

Into the hands of an enlightened legislature, and a beneficent 
public, I commit the Negro race; and may their endeavours be 
blest by Providence! may they tend to enlarge the circle of civi­
lized and Christian society, and ~ugment the commercial pros­
perity of the United Kingdom! 
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APPENDIX. 

No. I. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount -Hawick, Ilis Mqjesty's late 
principal Secretary if State jar Foreign Affairs; shewing at one 
View the most simple and ready Mode if gradually and iffectually 
abolishing the Slave Trade, and eradicating Slavery, on the Eve if 
his Lordship introducing the late Bill into Parliament jar the Abo­
lition if the Slave Trade. 

My LORD, 
London, 6th Februa1'!J, 1807. 

STIMULATED by an ardent zeal for the political and ~ommercial 
il)terests of my country, and animated by the principles of 
humanity, I ventute to approach your Lordship upon a subject 
which, with every deference, I c0nceive to be of the most mo­
mentous consequence at the present conjuncture, namely, the 
existing state of Africa, and the relative importance of its trade 
to the United Kingdom. 

In my communications to your Lordship, I shall adhere to that 
brevity which is consistent with perspicuity, and a recognition 
of the importance attached to your Lordship 's time and weighty 
engagements. 

If experimental knolvlecIge, my Lord, attaches any force to the 
observations I now submit -to your Lordship, I have to pl'emise, 

R2 

.' 
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0"'Il comparative wretchedness, and contracted sphere of intel­
lect, he will be roused from his innate indolence, his powers will 

be dilated, and his emulation ' tilllulated.to attain a more exalted 
state of being, while his barbarism will fall before tbe luminous 
display of enlightened example. 

Hence, to free thc African, c"mmercial and agricultu ral socie­

ties adapted to the present shte of the country, appear to be the 
most practicable means, and the on ly sources of remunerative and 
effective influence; but a these measures necessarily require 
population from the parent tatc, aided hy great pecuniary sup­
port, and intelligent superintendance; the patronage of the legis ­
lature is indispensibly requi ite, to aid individual and corporate 
eudeavours. 

In pursuance hereof, imperceptible and circumspect approach 
at iuno"ation upon the law ', Cli tom,. and country of Africa, are 
highly expedient; Ihe chief. and bead men claim a primary con, 
sideratioll; their obstinate predilcClioll in fayour of long-exi tiog 
u age must be cajoled, tbe i,weteracy of their jeaJolI ies and 
superstitions be dexterously rcmo"ed, and their sordid a .. arice 
flattered, by the judicious maxims of policy, aod by the prospects 
ofupcrior gain. 

The .Ia"e Iracie, therefore, iJeing lucrati"e, and of immemorial 
exi.tcncc. IllU t, in the interim, pur ue it · present cour e, as a 
fatality altached to the condition of Africa, and as a polluted 
alliance, which the d,ctate, of policy aud humanity impose, until 
a sucC'l,dancum i found in its tcad. 

\lIllie this in"idiom c"iO'el1cy oiJstrucO the immediate manu, 
Illls.ioD of tbe sla"c, it does not the les accelerate it in conformity 
thereto, hut on the contrar)', is 3. nece ary preliminary to his 
efficacious emanCipation. 

Ilcforc he is admitted into the political society of his m:uter, 
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and is allowed to be free,· his intellectual faculties must be ex­
panded by the example of polished society, and by the arts of 
civilization. 

Maxims of policy, my Lord, are often apparently little conso­
nant with those of morality; an~ where an inveterate evil in 
society is to be eradicated, address and delicacy in managing the 
humours and interests of men, are arts requisite to Success. 

This consideration is applicable to the present condition of the 
Africans, and may perhaps justify a farther continuance of the 
sla'Oe trade, as compatible with its radical abolition. 

The reasonings adopted by a numerous assemblage of chit<fs, 
convened in the retirement of the mountains of Sierra Leone, 
when that company assumed a defensive attitude, most clearly 
prove this grievous necessity. ' 

In their idiom of our language they say, . "White man now 
come among us with new face, talk palaver we do not understand, 
they bring new fashion, great guns, and soldiers into our country, 
but they make no trade, or bring any of the fine money of their 
country with them, therefore we must make war, and kill these 
white men." 

This, my Lord, is an impressive epitome of the sentiments of 
the whole country, and hence the iowolicy of illuminating their 
minds and abolishing slavery, in order to erect a system of refor­
mation npon an invidious base in the estimation of the governing 
t:haracteTs of the country. 

With every defeTence, my Lord, to the wisdom and benevo­
lence which framed the constitution of the Sierra Leone Com­
pany, I would observe, that had they adopted the fol·lowing 
measures, they would before now ha\'e been far advanced in their 
scheme of reformati0n. '. 

1st. They should hllve employed their funds in the eltablishea 
. commerce of the country. . . I 

, 
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!!d. Have purchased slaves from as wide all extent of na:tive 

triiJC$ as was practicable; they shou ld have employed them in 

th.lt capacit)" under the superintendence of the European colo­

ni,r; ba"e ir.iriated them into the arts of agriculture a)ld useful 

Jll(~duui('s, manufactures, and navigation, and ha\"e in tructed 
them in the rudiments of letters, religion, and science, &c. 

:3.1. having arrived at this state of ci"ilization and knowledge, 

their gradualed lIUllltllni.f,ioll should ha,'c proceeded ill proportion 

to their fidelity and allainrllcnts. 

And, lastly, being thus qualificd, they hould have employed 

them as the agents to their "'ibe, to make kuoW"n to them the 

arcana of wcalth ill their country, dormaut through hereditary 

bar-buri'lIl and super titiou idolatry. 

From tbe adoption f the first proposition, a facility of inter­

course with the interior and native tribes would have been 

acquireu, and al.o a knowledge of the geniu, policy, customs, 

manners, and conlmcrcial resources of tht! neighbouring nations. 

By the 2d, the secus of cien.: would have been disseminated 

throu hout an extended district, and Ii spirit of indu try and 

enquiry would have been infu ed, which, by imperceptible de­

grees, lIoder th e uidance of Providence, might velltually have 

been >IHead throughout the most remote region. of Africa. 

By mcans of the 3d, the objects of humanity would have bee .. 

realized. 

And by the progr' si\'e influence of the last, 3 system of ci"ili­

zation and commercial enterprize would have been diffused, and 

an equivalent, in proc 'S5 of time, l'een obtain d, consi.teut with 

the ~ogl'ncy of existing circulllstaoces. and the African' present 

statc of being. 

By adoptin' this ') stem, my Lord, the maxim of sagadous 

poltcy, and the claim of hUnlanit), upon practicable princil'les, 

may l.· ullltUJ, aud adapted to the present COil tit ion of Africa, . 
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while our commerce therewith will be invigorated and encrea.ed, 
and will flow without interruption through a less polluted chan­
nel; the seclusion of the African from the refined arts of society 
be annihilated, his jealousies allayed, his nature regenerated, .his 
barbarism fall before the advantages of enlightened existence, 
and his enslaved customs make their natural exit, together with 
the slave trade, from his shores and his country •. 

How animating is this contemplation, my Lord, t1) the benefi­
cence of enlightened nations, and how worthy of the magnanimity 
of a British government to effect! 

In the interim, my Lord, new and accumulated sources of com­
merce, &c. will remunerate the parent state in a manner more 
congenial with the natural rights of mankind, while a monumen­
tal column will be erected to humanity, which will perpetuate its 
exalted benevolence, and excite the admiration of, and be an ex­
ample to, the civilized world; but if Africa is abandoned by 
Great Britain, it will be subject to the rapacity of other nations, 
who, to my personal knowledge, are now directing their views to­
wards its commerce in the contemplation of that abandonment, 
and who will, no doubt, seize it with avidity, as being highly 
lucrative and important; while the African's chains will still clink 
in th~ ears of the civilized world, his fetters be rivetted more 
closely, and his miserable fate be consigned to the uncertainty of 

events. 
, permit me to assure your Lordship, that I am wholly un­

uenced, and that I am, at this moment, ignorant of the present 
opinions of men in Europe upon thii interesting subject, as I have 
just arrived in England, and have been excluded for some time 
past from any other scene but that of personal observation in 

Africa. 
I have considered the subject with deep interest, and finding 

the momentous question upon the eve of being agitated by the ­
S 
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legislature, I have conceived it my duty, as a British commercial 
sul>ject, to give every information to your Lordship, within my 
personal knowledge, and have, therefore, obtruded my thoughts 
upon you; and if your Lord hip deems a more detailed and 
systematic view of my journals of any interest, I am ready to 
unfold them wi th the utmost alacri ty. In the i Ilterim, I am, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient 

bumble servant, 

JOSEPH CORRY. 
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No. II. 

To 1M Right Honourable tlte Lords Commissioners if'tlle Admiralt!!, 
rif'trred tu in theforegoing Letter to Lord Howick. 

My LORDS, 

lJance Island, River Sierra uone, COQJt of Africa., 
Ma!l 1st, 1806. 

THAT consideration which has uniformly distinguished your 
Lordships for the safe-guardianship of our commerc~, and the 
property engaged in it, stimulates me to approach your Lordships 
with some few observations on the present state of the African 
trade, and its dependencies. 

My object is, to submit to your Lordsh~ps a statement of the 
British capital involved in that commerce, as exemplified by the 
present amount dF'-export, diligently ascertained from the most 
authentic sources of intelligence, and to offer some brief remarks 
on its importance to the United Kingdom, and the necessity of 
a more adequate naval protection. 

In the first- place, permit me to solicit your Lordships' atten­
tcntion to the estimate of annual c'lport from the Windward 
Coast of Africa. (Vide page 54.) 

Your Lordships will perceive, that the amount of export only 
is here under review; and I submit to your consideration the 
capital vested in the necessary shipping, also the property of 

S2 
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.British factors, resident on the Coast, and factories belonging to 
merchants at home, which forms another article of great im­
portance. 

During the present war, from the Rio Noonez to the river 
Sierra Leone, 600 slaves, and more than the value of 100 slaves in 
craft, have fallen into the hands of tile enemy; which were forclbly 
seized upon the premises of factories, the prGperty of British sub­
jects, to the amount of 35,0001. at the computation of SO each, 
valuing them upon an equitable average: mot~oveT, about one 
bunored resident free people have been in"olven in this "jolence, 
of incalculable importance, and ground of indefinite claims from 
the nati,'es. 

When your Lordships contemplate these facts, and the annual 
emolument deri "ed from this commerce by the government, and 
a numerous body of merchants, it may be presumed that its mag­
nitude is of sufficient consequence to justify the expense of 
ad.quate nl17Jnl protectioll. 

13riti.h subjects conuected with, and resident on, the Coast. are 
consequently become deeply intere ted, and are earnestly olici­
to uS for an extension of your Lordships' paternal care tOll'anls 
their posses,ions. Tll!! principal amount, as before shewn, neces­
.ri ly in tbe progress of business, passes into currency through 

their hands, which, with the surplns property they have in their 
lorcs, their buildings, and people, creates a momentous risque, 

which is exposed to the predatory ravages of piccaroon privateers, 
and to the hostile squadron :lnd depredations of tbe enemy. 

With all due r tro"pcctive r ference to your Lordships' "jgi­
laoce and watcbful guardianship over our commerce, J take the 
liberty to remind your Lordships, tbat ouly one sloop of war, the 
Arab, (tbe Favourite llcing takeu) has been charged with the im­
portant oOice of defending an extent of coast of upward. of )000 

miles, again t tho sweepiDg hand of the enemy i au example of 
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which has fatally occurred in the late destruction effected by 
Commodore L' Hermitte's squadron, to the very"serious injury of 
many British merchants, and perhaps the ruin of many under­
writers upon African risques. 

From the apparent approaches the legislature appears to make 
towards an abolition of the slave trade, the object of considera­
tion for the defence of the coast of Africa may have become of 
less comparative magnitude; but when upwards of one million in 
export from thence, and its enumerated appendages, are entangled, 
and atimminent hazard, an animated and impressive appeal is made 
your Lordships for every practicable security, while it remains in 
existence; and to the legislative wisdom, for a remuneration 
commensurate thereto, in the event of its annihilation. 

Trusting that your Lordships will deign to recognize the impor­
tance of this subject, and will vouchsafe to pardon my temerity 
in assuming to suggest to your Lordships' )visdom the expediency 
of establishing a m.ore adequate and permanent naval force. 
for the protection of the trade and coast of Africa, I am, 

My Lords, 

Your Lordships' mo obedient, 

devoted humble servant, 

JOSEPH CORR Y. 

, . 

,. 
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'0. III. 

W HE. tbe foregoing narrative a obsen'ations were prepared 
for the pre , the o rigiual minutes from wheuce tht: foHol/ing 
Appendix is compiled, had not come to hand, as they remained 

with a part of my papers, which I have siDce received froUl the 
CO", t of Africa. 

The substance of these miscellaneous fragments I shall divide 
into section, descriptive of the different subjects to which the~ 
allude, aud it may be found that they illustrate more fully mauy 
of the foregoing r marks upon the Windward Coast of Africa. 

cetion I. Of tlL¢ P"rroh. 

Among the iugular ustoms of the inhabitauts of Africa., there 
cxists in the "icinity of the ' ierra Leone, and 1I10re particularly 
among the mi"ed tribes of the Foolah" 00 ee , Boolam. c. 
all in,titution of a religious and political nature. It i a conle­
d'ration by a ,oleum oath. aod bind its member to in\·iolable 
secr '('y not to di 'CO,'cr its 111)"terie • and to ) idd all implicit 

obedience to 'uperior. called IJy the Dati"es the P"rrah. 
A it is dangcrous to enquire from the nati,res, 31ld c n cquent­

Iy'dillicult to procure information on thi ubject, ol1jecture 
I11U,t upply the want of oral and ocular teStiUlooy; but what I 
ha,'c here ad"anced I had from an intelligent chief, \I bo was a 
I11clUll ' r of the .ociety, who, I am nevertheless cOllvinced, pre-
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served his integrity, in communicatingtlle following particulars, 
as I never could induce him to touch upon any part of the 
Dlysteries, which he acknowledged to exist, but spoke of them 
with the utmost reserve. 

The mem~ of this secret tribunal are uuder. the supreme 
control of a'mereign, whose superior, or head man, commands 
by his council, absolute submi~sion and authority from the subor­
diuate councils and members. 

To be adn,itted into the confederacy it is necessary to be thirty 
years of age; and to be a member of the grand pW'ra!?, fifty years; 
and the oldest member of the subordinate purrahs form those of 
the sovereign purrahs. 

No candidate is admitted but at the recommendation and re­
sponsibility of members, wlJQ imprecate his death, if he betrays 
fear during his initiation into the ceremonies, or the sacred 
mysteries 01' the association; from which fe~ales, are entirely 
excluded. 

Some months elapse in th« preparation for admission, and the­
candidate passes through the severe·st trials, in which every. 
rlreaUful expedient is employed to ascertain his firmn€ss of mind, 
and courage. 

The candidate is conducted to a sacred.wood,. where a. place is 
appointed for his habitation, from which he dares nc>t absent him~ 
self; if he cioes, he is immediately snrrounned and struek dead. 
His food is supplied by men masked, and he must observe an . 
uniform silence. 

Fires, during the night, surround these woods, to. presen·e 
them illvio~ate from the unhallowed strps of curiosity, into which 
if i'luiscretlOn tempts anyone to enter, a miserable exit is the 
result, 

When t'e trials are all gone through, initiation follows '; the eaw .. 

dida-te is first sworn to secrecy, to execute implicitly the decrees 

, , 
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of tbe pUl'l'all of hi's order, and to be devoted to the commands 
of tbe so'Ocl'eigll pUr/·all. 

During the process of initiation, the hallowed woods resound 
with dreadful howliugs, shrieks, and other horrid noises, accom· 
panied by conflagrations and flames. 

Thi, secret and inquisitorial tribunal take. n izance of 
crimes and delinquencies. more especially witchcraft and mur­
der; and also operates as a mediator in wars, and dissention. 
among powerful tribes and chiefs. Its interference is generally 
attcnded with effect, more particularly if accompanied by a 
threat of vengeance from the pm"rall,. and a suspension of hosti­
lities is crupulously obscn'ed, nntil it is determined who i. 
the aggre.sor; while tbis innstigation takes place by the sove­
reign pu,./"olr, as many of the warriors are convoked, as they 
concei,'e necessary to enforce their judgment, which usually 
consigns the guilty to a pillage of some days. To execute the 
decree, they a":li l themselves of the night to depart from the 
plnce where the sovereign purrah is assembled, previously 
disguising their persons with hideous object, and <h,·iding 
themselves into detachments, armed with torches and warlike 
weapons; they arrive at the village of the condemned, and pro­
claim with tremendous yells the decree of the sovereign pur,.a", 
The affrighted victims of uperstition and injustice are either 
murdered or made captives, and no longer form a people among 
the tribes. 

The produce arising from this horrid and indiscriminOlte exe­
cution of the decree, of this tribunal is <Ii, ided equally between 
the ilJjllred tribe, and the sovereign pur,.a"; the lat er share is 
again subdivided among the w~rriors emplo~ ed in the e ecution 
of its diabolical decree, as a recompense for their zeal, obedience, 
and promptitude. 

The famIlIes of the tribes under the dominion of this infernal 
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confederacy, when they become objects of suspicion Of rivalry, 
are subjected to immediate pillage, and if they resist, are drag­
ged into thtir secret recesses, where they are condemned, and 
consigned to obli viall. 

Its supreme authority is more immediately confined to tbe Sher­
bro; and the 11\ti"es of the Bay of Sierra Leone speak of it with 
resen'e and dread, they consider the brotherhood as haviug inter­
course with the bad spirit, or devil, ancl that they are sorcerers, 
and invulnerable to human power. Of course the purrah encou­
rages these superstitious prejudices, which establish their authority 
and respect, as the members are numerous, and are known to each. 
other by certain signs aud expressions. ,\he Mandingos bave 
also their sacre::d woods and mysteries, where, by their delusions. 
and exorcisms, they prepare their children fOJ; circumcision. 

The Soosees, iuhabiting the borders of the Rio Pongo, have a 
species of purrah, which gives its members great conseqnence. 
among them; but their ceremonies are kept also with inviolabl"e. 
secrecy, 'and they alre bound by horrid oaths and incantations •. 
These people seem t<l delight in disseminating improbable tales 
of their institution, and thelr invention appears to be e:>r.hausted 
in superstitious legends of its mysteries. 

The Timmanees have an inquisitorial institution called bunda, 

noticed in page 7~, to which women only are subjected. The. 
seasou of penitence is superintended by an elderly woman, called 
bUllda \I oman; and fathers even consign th.eir wives and daughters 
to her investigation wilen they become objects of suspicion. Here 
is extracted from them au unreserved confession of every crime 
comn.itted by themselves, or to which they are y1rivy ill others. 
Upon their admiss ion they are Lesmeared with white- clay, which 
obliterates every trace of human appearance, and they are 
solemnly abjured to make an unequivocal confession; \I bieh If not 
complied with, they an: threatened with death as the inevitable. 

T 
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oOllsequellce. The' general result is a discovery of fact and 
falsehood, in proportion a.! t11cir fears of punishment are aroused, 
which the bunda woman make known to the people who assemble 
in the village or to,,' n where the bunda is instituted. If she is 
satisfied with the confession, the individual is dismi ed from the 
bunda, and, as is noticed in Chapter VII. an act of oblivion is pu­
sed relative to her former conduct; but where the crime of witch­
craft is included, slavcry is uniformly the consequence: those 

accused as partners of her guilt are obliged to undergo the 
ordeal by ,oed water, redeem themselves by slaves, or go into 

sla"ery them el\'"es. 
" 'hen the bunda woman is dissatis6ed with the confessions, she 

makes the object sit down, and after rubbing poisonous leaveo, 
pro'ured for the purpose, between her hands, and infusing them 
in water, she makes her drink in proportion to its strength. It 
naturally occasions pain in the bowels, which i. considered as 
an infallible c ,·idence of guilt. Incantations and charms are then 
rc-orted to by the bllnria woman, to ascertain \I hat the concealed 
rime i5, aud after a decent period employed in this buffoonery, 

the charges are brought in conformity with the ima.gination or 
malignity of thi priestess of mystery aod iniquity. 

During the continuance of this eng in e of a"ariee, oppression, 
a.ncl fraud in a.ny towo, the chiefs cause their great drum and 
other instruments of music til be continually ill action, and every 
appearance of f , ti'e hilarit) pcn-adcs amoog the inhabitants, 

accompanied by the song and the dance. 
ontumaC), or a rcfusal to confess, is invariably followed 

by cleath. 
In short, the bewildered natives feel the dreCti, and dread tbe 

pow r of thesr extraordioary institution ; they kilO'" they e"i.t, 
hut th -ir deliberations and m) ,teri.s are impenetrably cOllcealed 
from them; and the objects of their vCllgcanclS are in toc...l 
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ignorance, until the annihilating stroke Of death terminates their 
mortal career. 

It is impossible to contemplate the religious institutions: and 
superstitious cllstoms of the western nations of Africa, north of 
the equator, without closely assimilating them with those of 
Ethiopia and Egypt; and from hence to infer that a correspon­
d~nce has existed between the eas,tern and W6~tern illh1\bitants 
of thia great contjnj:nt. 
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ECTfON II. 

Of the Termite, Temles, or Bug a Bug, as it is called by Ihe NatCou 

UpOIl tile Wilu/word Coast of Ajhta. 

A MONG the insec ts mentioned in page '6. the lermi/t, ttrmcs, or 
hug a bug, attracts pt::culiar notice. The follow ing obsen'ations 

are cieril'cd fruJIl t be inl'esligall"", I o('ca.ionally made upon the 

I sland of Tas 0, al t a Ill'd 10 nall"~ J land, "hue Ihe) abound, 
and il1de~ci ill nead, all rh e \I, ,r,'1ll coul1tri~ of Af'lca. 

The a:COUOnl.\ elf nature, and the \\ "dcHJl of PnH idenc<', are 
wOl1d crtull,l dl,!,I".\ ul in (he" 11l.le animal.; for allhollgh they 
occa~lOn tbe urmost dna ( (ioll tl) boilclll1 , ot II II • and aU 
kiod ofhou ehalel tl1rnllUr~ and rncrdl.lUd,z<, and inde d c,ay 
thing <'"c('pt meral and slOllC, yet th<.'), .tl, \l er highly important 
purpo e, iu dcm"I;,IIIng rhe immen e quantity of putrid .ub­

stal1cl!s, \\ Illch lnad the c:lrth in tropical climate~. 

Their a.>tonishillg peculiaril;e, cannot f.il ro excite tbe notice 

of an altt'n!"'t· lib cn'cc; lire ,agncll,l' aud inp;cullily they di,play 

in rht';r huil,"u ,I heir indu I,-y , am! tile plund~r and de ,'a,<ta­

tion lh,,) con"IIII, .. incredible to tho C! \11\0 hale not ,dtDt sed 

thC;'ir COll'llIllinili s ann emptl .~ . Tne~: arc diyicktiluto Innume· 

ralJk .... ot'lt:tic .... and J('kno\\ 1l"( !~C' ;l king ano qu(.'t"u, tltt" former 
of 1II1ICh 1 1" "light to [,,,rope, lJu t the latter \\,3. ll) accident tIli '-
1o.. Icl It .... :J. I innxu d(.;llol1.inates the .\ frican bl.l~ Q btl;. 7 ''''rm~.tJ 

and .I," I h," It" the plague of the lodie . f.H·r.l' community, 

a.l h.1I ' uliHIl cd, lin • king and queen, :lOd the monarchy, if 
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I may be allowed' the expression, forms three distinct orders 
of insects, in three states of existence; of every species there 
are likewise three orders, which differ very essentially in the 
functions they have to perform, and are in appear~nce very 
dUferent. 

In their primitive state, they are perfectly white; they have 
six little feet, three on each side, and a small head, in which I 

could perceive no eyes, after a minute investigatien with a 
microscope. In this state they supply the community with pro­
visions from subterraneous cavities, fabricate thei~ pyramidical 
bnildings, and may with great propriety be called la~ourers. 

In a few weeks they destroy the largest trunks of trees, car,ry 
a;vay all descriptions of putrid substances, and particles of "ege­
table decay, which, In sucli a climate as Africa, amply compen­
sates for the ruin which they otherwise occasion. 

Their buildings are contrived and fi"ish~d with great inge­
nnity and solidity, to a magnitnde infinitely beyond the erec:ions 
of man, when. a comparative dimension of size is considered . . 

They are usually termed hills, and are generally in a conical 
form, from 10 to l'l feet in perpendicnlar beight, and frequently 
upwards of 100 feet square in the base. 

For a considerable period, vegetation is banished from t1le 
sllTface of their abode, flUt from the second to the third year, it 
becomes like the surrounding soil. The exterior forms a cru'S!, 
which shelters the interior from the weather, and th.e community 
f.'om ,the attacks of enemies. The interior is di vided .into almost 
innumerable chambers or apartments, with amazing regularity 
'and contrivance; ill the centre of which is the royal residence 
of the king and queen, composed of solid clay, closely compacted, 
and distinct from the external habitations, which accommodate 
their subjects. It appears that the royal erection is the first 
'ol'hich occupies the attentioll of the labou.rers, as it is central is 

.... 
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the foundation of the hill which composes the empire at large. 
This makes its first appearance abol'e the surface of the earth in 
various tu]J"ets, ill the form of a ug r loaf, from which they 
increase th~ir number, \I idening them from the base; the middle 
one is the highest and largcEt, and they fill up the paces as they 
pToceed, until the whole is formed into Onc, 

This compact construction i admirably adapted to guard 
against external violence, and to preserl'e a genial warmth and 
moi ture to cheri h the hatching of the egg, and the young, 

The qneen i by far the large t, and has an un" ieldy body, of 
enormous <limen ions, when compared I.ith her subjects; so also 
is the king, but inferior in sile to the queen. 

The royal residence is a full COn tructed hilJ, surrounded by 
an innumerable nWllber of others, differin in shape and dimen­
sions, arched in variou forms, circular, and elliptical, which 
communicate b passages, occupied by guards and attendants, 
and SUlT uoded by nUheries and magazines, But when the 
community is in an iofant tate, (he e are contiguous to the royal 
Te idence; nDd in proportion as the .ize of the qUf'en increases, 
her chamber is enlarged, aod he .. attendants and apartments 
multiplied, 
Th~ construction of the outward apartments which surronnd 

the central royal r ,idence, that of tb cO'Hmoll.!aIJ,er and IIwthe,. 
of the communi ty, form an intricate lahyrinth of nurserie and 
magazine, separated by chambers and gallerie , commu.nicatin<7 

with ea h other, and continuing toward. the 'u.rface of the pyra­
mid; and being arched, tbey support each other, and are uni­
formly.larger tOllard, the cClltre, 

The ('toDd ord 'r of Icnnes are like the fir t, blind and active, 
but they undergo a chan c of form, aprr aching to the perfect 
Hate; the) ale much larg r, and incn':l>c from about a quarter 
of an inch ill length to half an iuch, and greater ill bulk; and 
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what is still more remarkable, the mouth is armed with sharp 
claws, and the head is disproportionablyenlarged. They may 
properly be call~d the nurses and warriors of the kingdom; they 
urge their fellow ~ubjects in ,the first state to labour, they 
inspect the c011Struction of the interior apartments, repel all at­
tacks from en c;m res, and devo~r them with fury; and may be 
considered as the standing army of the state. 

In tHe third and last stage, they are \vinged ; their bodies then 
measur~ aboift 7-8ths of an inch in length, furnished with four 
brow'nish transparent wings, rather large; they have eyes also 
of a disproportionate site, visible to the observer. When they 
make their appearance in this state, it is indicative of the ap­
proach of the rainy season. At this petiod they procreate their 
species. 

They seldom wait before they take wing for a second or third 
shower; and should the rain happen in the night, the quantities of 
them which are found the next ,morning opon the surface of the 

' earth, and on the wate'rs, more particularly upon the latter, are 
astonishiug. The term of existence at this stage is extremely 
short, and frequently Oil the following morning after they have 
taken flight, they are surprisingly weakened and decreased; at 
the utmost I do not think they live more than two days; and these 
insects, so industrious, courageous, and destructive in the two 
first periods of their existence; become the prey of innumerable 
enemies. Indolent, and incapable of resisting the smallest insects, 
they are hunted by various species from place to place, and not 
one pair in millions get into a place of safety, to fulfil the laws of 
nature and propagation. 

Their wings in a short time fall fl'om theU1, and the ponds and 
brooks are covered with their carcases. The Negroes in many 
places collect them iIi their calal:iashes, dry them, and fry them 
on a sldw fire, which they consider ai a delicious morsel. 

A few, however, escape the g~nel'al dissoltitibh, several pairs of 
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them arc foun d by those of the first genus, as they are continu­
ally moving over the surf,\ce of the earth, and are carried by them 
to found new kingdom~ and communities. The royal mansion is 
thell erected. as before descri bed, thtir wing. fall off, and they 
p. s the rcm .. indcr of their exi,tence in indolence and luxur~', 

ancl in the propagalion of their species. Their dimensions now 
undergo a mOl1lStrou:, challg-e, more e ·pecially the queen: her 
abdomtn augments U)' degrees, and inerca.c. to a prodigious 
ize, whcn compared \I ith her tll'O first stage, of exi,tence; and 

the king, all hough greatly augmented, yet is diminutive com­
pared to his enormous spou e, who sometimes exceeds three 
inchc. in length. he is in this state extrcmdy prolific, and the 
matrix i almo,t pcrpetuall) .\ iddiug eggs, whieh are taken 
from her by her attendant', and arc carried intu th e adjoiLling 

uur el ics. 
TI-c foregoing is a very imperfect ddineation of tl1is wonder­

ful in~c ·t, which le(luire,", the IIllnute t dl'seription by :In expe~ 

licnced ancl cil'nlific naturalist to illustrate dearly; and there 
arc nllny S'Clct· ill the nalural hi,tory of this little animal tl1at 
would a\llp ly 1"<'1I"3rd his in, cSligation ul'ol1the different circum­
stanCl':~ allcnJing it:, exi~tl'nce. 

Those that build in trees, or crect pyramids. h,,'c atrong 
re .cmhbnec to each other, and pa" through th~ same tages l<l 

thc wing«1 state, but the)' arc not of sO brge a size as the fore­
going; 'lOd it is a 'l' lj' sinJlllar circumstance, that of all these 
ditl""'cnt specic., ncitlwr the Iabou rns nor soldiers c"pose them­
seh'es 10 the OpClJ air, hut (ra,'cl in ubtcrrancous I'auits, unk s 
when they are ob truet,·" nlld in'l)cll"d h) necessity; and" hen 
lheir cOI','r",1 \\'3 s :tnd hab,tallons arc de, troy 'd. it i, wonderful 
how '1,"ckly they will r..!,u,ld toem. 1 have trC(I"cntly ele tro) cd 
them III I It (, \,tlling) ;lud uayc found tIlt.'m re-crectrd Oll the 

foHo\\ Jng' I1H.JfI,ll'g. 
" bell a p:tir, in the perfect state, j rescued from the general 
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devastation which attends tllese little animals, they are by the 
two first species elected king and queen, and are inclosed in a 
chamber, as before described, around which a new empire is 
formed, and pyramids are erected. 

That species which builds in trees, frequently establish their 
abode in houses also, which ill, time they will entirely destroy, if 
not extirpated. The large kind, however, are more destructive, 
and more difficult to guard against, as their approaches are prin­
cipally, made under-ground, and below the foundation; they rise 

,either in the floors, ' or under the posts, which in African build­
ings support the roof, and as they proceed, th~y form cavities 
towards the top, similar to the holes bored in the bottom of ships 
by the worms, which appear to answer the same purpose ia 
water as the termites do upon land. How convincing is thiS. fact 
of the infinitely wise arrangements of the Cre~tor, who has united, 
in the whole system of creation, one uniform confo'rmation of 
order and utility; for although the "e1'mis, or worm, which is so 
pernicious to shipping in tropical climates, and the te1'mite, pos­
sess so many destructive qualities, yet these very properties serve 
the most important purposes and designs. Scarcely any thing 
perishable on land escapes the termite, or in water, the worm; 
and it is from thence evident, that these animals are designed by 
nature to rid both of incumbrances, which in tropical climates 
would be attended with putrefaction and disease. 

The fir;t object which strikes the attention, and excites ad­
miration, upon opening and investigating the hills of the termites, 
is, the condu~t of the armed species, or soldiers; when a breach 
is made by a pick-a1<e, o1"hoe, they instantaneously sally forth in 

..small parties round the breach, as if to oppose the enemy, or to 
examine the nature of the attack, and the numbers increase to 

.an incredibie degree as long as it continues; parties frequently 
;return as if to give the alarm to the whole community, and then 

U 
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rush forth again with astonishing fury. At this period tht'y are 
replete with rage, and make & nOI ';C which is very distinguish­
able, and's similaT to the ticking of Ii watch; if any oUJcct no ..... 

comes in contact with them, they eize it, and never quit their 

hold until Ihey are literally torn in piece. Whcn the violence 

ag"i,,,t (11CIr habitation ceases, they retire into their n.,ts, as if 
nothing had happened, and thc obscr\" r will instantaneously 

percei"e the labourer at work, with a burthell of mortar ill their 

mouths, which they .tick UpOll the breach 'lith wonclelful facility 
and qui,-knes.; "nd although tho""and an,l IIl1l1ion are em­

ploy~cl, yct thcy never emb~n-a s the proceedings of each other, 

but gradually fill up the eha m. While the labourers are thus 

employed, the gre.tc t I u·t of tbe soldier, retire, a few only 

being di cerniblc, who evidently act M o,'er-eeN, and at iDter­

vals of .hout a 1I1;IIl1ll·. make the vibrating noi e before described, 
which i imm(:diale\.\ allswered by an ulli"el'Sal hiss frolll the 
lahourch, and at this "gnal they redouble their e. errioos with 
cncrcaM. .. I act;,·it)'. 

I II minlllely c'.IIl1inins these hilli, .. reat ob tacles present 

th'lll 'h'c to the ol,,~n cr; Ihe apartments and nurserics which 

.",.,Ollllri tI\l' "".' al haultarion, and Ihl1 "hoI,' internal fabric, are 
f,.rlll d of 1II0i.t hnttle clay, and arc 0 closely connected, that 

they call only I,c examined eparaldy, for ha, illg a geometrical 

d ·1'~lId.lI1re "pi)n each other, the demolition of olle pull dO"'ll 

mOIl:; patien('l' is th .. 'H .. ·flll-\.' . hall 'ted ill the illve tigalion, and 
it IS imp" .ihlc to proceed ,\ Ithollt interruption; for while the 

>olrlier. ar~ <"Il1plo.vcd ill dd ndin ... the bre,leh, the labourers are 

eng":; '.I in halTica,lill!'. the ditrcren galleri ... , and pa.~ e to­

ward Ihe rOJul ,-hambu·. In one ap .rlmult which I d,,~ out 

flOm a hill, I w., fi,rcibly Irnck with their al,,,ehment and alle­

giance to Ih. iro' reigns; anel ." it is capa('iolls etl(l\I"h 10 hold a 

gre"t lIullli.>~r 01 attcud,\ut , of whiel.! it has a COD>t.allt supply, I 
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had a fair opportunity offered for experiment. I secured it in a 
small box; and these faithful creatures never abandoned their 
charge; they were continually running about their king and 
queen, stopping at every circuit, as if to administer to them, and 
to receive their commands. 

Upon exposing their different avenues and chambers for a 
night only, before the next_ morning, provided the king and 
queen are preserved, ane! their apartments remain, it will be 

found that t}iey are all ~hJ.lt "P with a thill cQvering of cl<ty, ,"1d 
every interstice in the ruills, throllgh whieh eith~r cold 01' wet 
could communi~ate> filled \JP, which is <;ontinued with unremit­
ting industry J.lij~il the b\lilding i~ restored to its pristine state. 

Besides th~se SJp~eies, tl1ere a>re !llso the marchillg tel'mite~, of 
an encreased size, ",11@ make exellr~ions in Ia,rge bod-ies, 1I1~{1 

spread deva~tation in tlaeir way; hut a,s my means of observation 
upon them was only accidental, it will be intruding an imperfect 

description to notice them at aU'; but if we fOl1m a cOl1clusion 
from the immense number of tcrmites which everywher.e abound 
ill Africa, we shall be tempted to believe that their pmoreatioI! 
is endless and unceasing. 

When the papers cattle to hand· whioh cont!1Jin~d the slJ\lst~nce 
of these remarks upon this extraondinary insect, I did not intenc;l 
to annex them to the Obser-vatiom on the ,,yinc!ward Coast of 
Africa, nor am I without some doubt as to the prC)prie~y of so 
doing; the obsen'ation of the learned natu?'alisr only can ascer­
tain the recenorny of the temt~te, or aug; a bug, ~Hld I have there­
fOTe to apologil)c for obtruding the~e it11perfect and general 
remarks. 

Ui< 



.APPENDIX. 

SECTION III. 

Of tlle Came/eon. 

T Ef E cameleon is ~ native of the torrid zoue, and is a genus ot 

the lizard: the faculty of assuming the colour of every object it 

approaches is ascribed to it, and other singular properties; hut 

the,e are many rare phc:enomena not so well understood, nch as 

its absorption and expulsion of air at pleasnre, its property of 

ji"ing Q con ielerable time without any kind of nouri hment, and 

its extraordinary vi ual advantage., which are perhaps not to be 

fonnel in any other of the wonderful worb of the creation. 

I hav made various experiment to a,cl.'rrain these extraordi­

oar propertic in thi. little animal; and I brought home One in a 

presen cI state. 

The fir't object which truck my attention, was the variation 

of olour; ano I am per 113ded that it does not as ume th(se 

from the urrounding ol'jeer , but that they proceed from inter­

lIal en,at ion of pain, or olh "wi e. 

from the Illoment that the libert), of my captive \\'a infrinlted 

upon, or when interrupted in irs punuit~, it becam less en ible 

of ex ternal objecu, the vi vacity of it colour, and lhe plump­

ne! of iu form underwent a visihle chan~e. IN natural colour 

i. a beautiful green; and when ill a tate of liberty it i to be 

found in the "'ra,s, or lod ed on lh· bl'llnches of 'ome tree, orna­

m Illed ~ llh the gayc t foila ... e; and il would appear that it 

lih 'rty, aUlI the privlleg of lidng in th gra 5, ar meli pen ible 

lOll'a,o, the preservation of it qualities. 
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The colour of its skin, in a perfect state of he'alth, is scarcely 
discernible from the trees and grass, in which it delights to con­
ceal itself, and is not to be discovered at all without a very 
minute scrutiny, It remains immoveable for a length of time, 
and its motions are all cautious and slow, continuing to loll out 
its tongue, which is long and glutinous, in order to secure the 
little insects that are necgssary to its nourishment; and I doubt 
not but it has an .attractive influence over its prey, for I have 
observed them continually floating around the· cameleon, when 
scarcely discernible in any other space. When the tongue is 
covered with a sufficieut quantity it draws it in instantaneously, 
and by incessantly repeating the operation, all the insects within 
its reach are taken in the snare. . 

That its health and existence depend upon being in the grass, 
I am per~uaded, from the change oc_casioned by placing it in 
gravel or sand, when it immediately a~sumes a yellow tinge, its 
form is reduced con&iderably, and the air expelled, with which 
the bony of this animal is inflated, so as visibly to 1'educe the 
~ize. If they are irritated in this situation, they expell the air 
so strong as even to be hearn, gradually decreasing in size, and \ 
beconling more dull in colour, -until at length they are almost 
black; but upon being carried into the grass, or placed on the 
branches of a tree, they quickly assume their ,vonted solidity 
and appearance. 

The victims of my obs~rvation I have frequently wrapped in. 
eloth of various colours, and have left them for a considerable 
time, but when I visited them I did not find that they partook 
of any of the colours, but uniformly were of a tarnished yel~w, 
or greyish black, the· colours they always assume when in a state 
of suffering and distress, and I never could sucoeed in making 
them take any other when in a situation of constraint . ..:.... 

The skin of the cameleon is of a very soft and delicate texture, 
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and appear. to tTle observer similar to Q shagrce-n skin, elasti and 

plTo.blc; and it may be o\\"ing to this eKtraordinary CCHll;tmctiou 

that it changes its colours sod size with that faci~ity which 
astonishes us; but wbu mny be considered as a tnO~ wonderful 

faculty ie, its expanding and contracting itself at pleasnre, ane!, 

as i ~ were, l'etaining tbe tJuid in an uniform manner, when in 

healt'], bnt ex haling it when in a .tate of .uffering. so as to re­
duce its diotcu into a more contracted izo, Its pe~uhar 

organization is such, that the atmo.pheric nil' which it inhale. so 

generalt. throughout every part of it bod), di tends anel projects 

cven its 0) e and extremities I have frequently seen it after 

many days fastillg become nddenl) plnmp. '1l1e! continue so for 

a fortnight, when Llllnlediately it became nothing bnt a skeleton 

of skin aod bone, 
The tenuity of its body is at tht'Se easons astoni hing; the 

spine ofib back becomes pointed, lhe fle,h of it. ide' adhere 
to each other, and apparently form one unIted uhs811ce, when 
it will, ill a few houN, at plc~ our , re,um it rotuud, tate; and 

thi "pp"u. to me to be a 1110 t extraordinarY circum 1311ce in 

the COll truction of this animal, which illl'ite, the minute t 
Te carch or the naturali t, 

To convince 111)' 'clf how far the a sertiOll might be admitted, 

that the Camel"on con e, i t llpon nil', 1 have placed them in a 

cage, ~o COll!)tructed, a ... to c:\c1uue any lhin~ cJ...e, e'"cll the 
minute.t insect; whell l have, i it,d Illy capli"" , the} ha\'e 

op,,"~d their ,1I0UIh alld ,,,'elkd the air 10llard me 0 as to be 

fdt and heard. In thc iiI t ,In e of their "rh·.tiou and impri­

SonlUeO", "hieh has continued for !lIore lhan a month, [ h l\'e 

found them in ,'oOllnual motion around their pri on, but after­

wards their ("('III iuns be am more ~irclln1'~ribed, and Ihey 

ha,'c .lInk to th' bottom, \\11<'11 lh.:;r pow I' of di tell iOIl and 

contmctloll becamc lauguid auti decrea ed, nud were never again 
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~apable of performing their accustomed transformation. The 
one which I brought to England preserved in spirits, after under­
going upwards of two months of famine, when I carried it among 
the grass: or placed it in the thick foliage of a tree, in little more 
than a week regained its green colour, and powe'r of expansion; 
but not contented with my experiment, and determined to ascer­
tain it to the utmost, I redoubled my precautions to exclude 
every thing but a.ir, and my ,devated vjctim was doomed to 
another seri f'S of trial, and continued to exist upwards of a month, 
_when it fell a wcrifice to my curiosity. 

The eyes of the cameleon may also be considered a remarkable 
singularity; they are covered with a thin membrane, which 
nature has given it to supply the want of eye-lids, and this mem­

-brane is sunk in the centre by a lengthened hole, which forms 
an {lriiice, bordered by a shining circle. This covering follows 
all the motions of the eye so perfectly, that they appear to be 
one and the same; and the aperture, or lengthened hole, is al­
ways central to the pupil, the eyes moving in every direction, 
independallt of eacH ot11e-r; Oll.e ~ye will be in motion 'J'hile the 
other is fixed, one looking behind while. the other is looking 
~efore, aud another directed above while its companion is fixed 
on the earth, so that its eyes naove in every possible direction, 
independant of each other, without moving the h.ead, wJlich ~s 
closely compacted with the shoul(~ers. 

By these quick evolutions its personal safety is g.uarded, and it 
perceives with quickness the insects and flies, wl1ich it is ahvays 
entrapping by its glutinous tongue. 

'Without doubt, this species of lizard posse~ses p.eculiarities 
well worthy Dhe attention of naturalists, \Vh<;> only ~an define 
them; what I have said I have observed in my leisure moments, 
and must be cOllsidered as a veey impel;f.€ct olet,ail of its ll~tll.r\ll 

.history. 



APPENDIX. 

SECTION IV. 

Of Ihe llltermeTlI rif Ihe Dead. 

Til E ceremony of burial upon the Wind,~ard Coast of Africa 

is conducted with great singularity, solemnity, and extravagant 
ircum.tallces of condolence. 
111c body of the deceased is wrapped up in a cloth, clo ely 

sewed arouud it, and the head is cO"ered with a white cap of 
cotton, which is the colour universally adopted in mourning. 
The rd.tives of the deceased bedaub themselves from head to 
foot with white clay, upon which they form the mo t disgust ing 
figurcs, while scarcely a leg or all arm exhihits the same feature. 
I ha"e el'ClI seen serpent. aud other fri .... htful animals delineated 
with great accuracy on many parts of the body, whidl gives them 
a most hideous appearance during the seaSon of mourning. 

When the corps has been wa hed, and put i~to a white cloth of 
cottOll, of the manufacture of the couotry. the whole i- iuclo ed 
in a mat, aud laid out in .tHe. 

The corp is place.1 over the gra"e upon fOllr sticks across. aod 
after one of the neare t rdative. has colleet.d all the tillery 
wilh 1\ hich the decc","cci 113 ae ustomed to decorate him elf, 
and Ih.l aha which remain .lmong his family, he a,k' him, lIith 
c"prc»\on of .orrow, if h· I\anl, such and ,ucb ao article fo\' 
his comfort in the other world, in which he is accompanied by 
the remninder of his lamil) aMI friend." "ho jnin in lIIoki"g cry, 
or mun: prol,erly I'~aking, in dancing aRd rejviciog. The! 
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following night the dance and song is continued with demonstra­
tions of mirth and glee, and are kept up every successive night 
during that moon; and if the deceased has been of consequence 
in his tribe; these extravagant acts of lamentation continue for 
months together. 

On the Arllu.sements, Musical Instruments, ~c. if the Africans. 

Upon all occasions of mirth or sorrow, the dance is uniformly 
introduced, with monotonous songs, sometimes tender and .agree­
able, at other times savage and ferocious, but always accompa-
11ied by a slow movement; and it may with propriety be said, 
that all the nights in Africa are spent in dancing; for after the. 
setting of the sun, every village resounds with songs, and music; 
and I have often listened to them with attention and pleasure, 
during the tranquil evenings of the dry season. 

Villages a league distant from each other frequently perform 
the same song, and alternately change it, for hours togllther. 
W·hile this harmonic correspondence continues, and the inhabi­
tants of the neighbouring villages chaunt their couplets, the 
youth of both s.exes listen with the greatest attention and 
pleasure. 

Among the several Rinds of instruments of music which ac­
company the ceremonies of mourning or mirth among the Afri­
cans, the drum is the principal. It is made from a hard thin wood, 
about three feet long, which is covered with a skin distended to 
the utmost. They strike it with the fingers of the right hand 
collected together, which serves to beat time in all their dances. 
Among the Foulahs and Soosees they have a kind of flute, made 
of a hard reed, which produces sounds both unmusical and harsh: 
but all the Africans of the Windward district are the most barba­
rous musicians that can be conceived. 

They have also a kind of guitar, formed from the calabash, 
X 
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which they call ki/ara. Some of these are of an enormous size. 
and the musician performs upon it by placing himself on the 
ground, and putting the kilo/'a l>etween his thighs; he performs 
on it with both his hands, in a manner similar to tbe playing on 
the harp in this country. 

They ha,'e another instrument of a very complicated con­
struction, about two fee t deep, four feet long, and eigbteen inches 
wide, which they call baltifou, It is constructed by parallel inter­
vals, covered with bits of hard polished wood, so as to give each 
It different tone, and are couoectt!d by cords of catgut fastened 
at each extremily of tbe instrument, The musician strikes these 
pieces of wood with knol>l>ed sticks co,' ered with skiD, which pro­
duces a most detestable jargon of confused noi e, 

Juggler and buffoon are very {;ommon, and are the can tant 
attentiants of the courts of Negro kings and princes, upon whom 
they la"i , h the 010 t e"tra,'agant eulon-iul11s, and abject flattery. 
These j este rs nrc also the pander of concupiscense; they are 
astroloO'er, musicians, and pact., and are well received every 
where, and li ,' e by public contribution, 
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SECTION V. 

Concluding Obser'IJations. 

IT has already been observed that cotton and indigo ate indige­
nous to the Windward CQast of Africa. Tobacco grows in every 
direction, likewise cocoa, coffee, and aromatic plants would no 
doubt succeed by cultivation. A trade in raw hides might be 
carried on to a great extent; and the articles of wax, gold, 
ivory, emery, dyes, &c. might be greatly increased. Substances 
for making soap are to. be found in great abundance; cattle, 
poultry, different kinds of game, fish, and various animals; fruits, 
and roots, ahound, affording a great variety of the necessaries 
and luxuries of life: and European art and industry are only 
wanting to iJ:ltroduce the extensive culture of the sugar cane. 
The warmth and nature of the climate are peculiarly adapted to 
the maturing this plant, and there are many situations from Cape 
Verde to Cape Palmas, where this valuable production might 
undoubtedly be raised to great amount and perfection. 

In addition to the woods I have already named, there are 
many others for building, viz. todso, worsmore, and a fine yellow 
wood, called barzilla, the black and the white mangrove, boxwood -
of a superior quality, conta, a remarkable fine wood for building, 
and various kinds of mahogany, Of a beautiful colour, and large 
dimensions. 

It has also been observed in the previous section, that one of 
the musical instruments used by the Mricans of the Windward 

X2 

... 
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Coast, named by them kilal'Q, is formed from the calab:\.Sh, a 

pumpkin which grows from the size of a goblet to tllat of a 
moderate sized tub, and serl'es el'ery purpose almost of house­
hold lIten ils. 

They di ,·ide this pumpkin into tll'O hemispheres, with the 
utmost accuracy, and it is excavated by pouring boi ling water 
inside, to soften the pulp. The inside is cleaned with great neat­
ness, and they execute UpOll tbe out ide various designs and 
painting, both fancifu l and eccentric, such as birds, beasts, ser­
pents, alligator, , 'c. 

In fine, the objects of commerce and enjoyment in this coun­
try arc, comparatil·ely speaking, inexhaustible; and this is a part 
of the world which England has hitherto strangely neglected , 

because its my teries are unkno\\·n . I t only requi res the happy 

influencc of ci"ilization, agriculture, and natural commerce, to 
surprize and enrich tbose, who humanely and wisely interfere to 
procure thcoe blc>sing> to it> inhabitants. 

The ystem of e tablishment to attaio these imVbrt:mt ends to 

our commerce, and to the bewildered African, hould be kilfully 
planned, and wisely a(lal't~(1 to th" prawl cQI"iilulJI of the couo­
try, for the ha I!I conclusion qf Ihe abolilum qf fhe sta.:c frade nl!'Cer 

ran, ;11 ifs prt!SCIII .lIlllc, meel Ihe ";r:;cs allr! objects '!f raliollal 

humallil!l' Is the U oited Kingdom, at this crisi', wheLl the euor­
mou> po" er of our adl'cr-ary has shut the door of commerce 
agaimt us ill "cry direction where hi influence aud dictates 
command, to abandon Africa, iO abundaut aod versatile iu its 
natural productions and resource', to contingencies, and to the 
I.!;r:t'l' Qf other oatioll ? Forbid it, humauity, and forbid it, wise 
po"cy! Let civil laws, religion, and moraJ.it)', exerci e their 
influcllc in behalf of the Negro race, whom barbarism ba. ub­
ject .<1 to our dominion, and I~t the beneficence and" isdom of 
GOI erumcot devise a system of ag'riculture and commercial 
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-operation, upon the maritime situations of Africa, as the most. 
effectual means to freedom of intercourse with its interior. 

The operations of impracticable theories and misguided zeal 
have accomplished an unqualified abolition of the slave trade, 
which I am persuaded will be highly injurious to the commercial 
and manufacturing interests of our country; and is a measure 
which humanity will have deeply to deplore, while in its ten­
dency it is pernicious to the African, and auspicious to the;: views 
of France. 

Without doubt the ability and energies of the present admini­
st1'ation will be directed to avert these calamities; and amidst the 
important-diliberations which now occupy their attention, the con­
dition of Africa, the wealth derivable fmm so important at quarter 
of tbe earth, and the relations involved with it, will not be over­
looked by them. 
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A VO CAB U L A R Y 
OF TH E 

LANGUAGE OF THE PRINCIPAL NATIONS OF THE 

WINDWARD COAST OF AFRICA. 

EN GLI SH. JO LLI FF. S OOSEE . T I MMAN EE. 

Q lle Ben K iring Pen 
Two Yar Faring Prung 
Tbree Nict Shooking Tuas 
Four lYianctf Nari Panlee 
Five Gurum Shooli Tornat 
Six Gurum ben Shinie R6kin 

Sc\'en Gurum gar S/lUlifiring D ayring 

Eight aurum Niet S hulimashukung Da!fsas 

Nine G~TlunNia-nt SllUlimallg D aynga 

Ten Fue Fooang Tifot 

Twenty Nill Jl1awhinia Tifot M arune; 

Thirty Fanever T ongashukUng Tifot Masas 

Forty Nialietf Fue Tcmganani Tifot ilianlu 

Fifty Guaum Fue Tongaskulang Tofot Tomat 

Sixty Guruin hen FUt! Tongashini Tifot Rokin 

Seventy G urum gar Fue Tongaskulifrillg Tifot D ayrillg 

Eighty Gurum Niet Fue Tongashulimashakung Tifot Doy,as 

Ninety Gurum N ianet Fue TangasllUlima,dme Tifot Dallyga/, 

One Hundred Temer Kimi Tifot Tifot 
Emtang Eta or Munga 

Thou Etang MaDta or 1l10onga 

He Aiang Otto or K.n 

She Alang Otto or Ken 

I t AtClng Ree 

w. Mackulang Silla or Shang 

Y. WOlang .A.ngsha 

They Etang .Allgtia 

God I allah 

The Devil GAin. 

H eaven A,ssaman 

• 



160 VOCABULARY 

£SGLlSD. JOLL l rr. SOOSEE. M AN D lliGO. 

Th. un Bur/lllJn Sa/Dra Shg. Teel« 
Tho ~IOOD Bllr4dJft Sa/ara Li{llt. Kigc KOTO 

Gold Ourous Suoo 
Fatber Bail T<!If. Fo 
My Fntb.r Samma Bail 

M otller D, Inga B. 
My Mother ~QJN",a De 
Mall Gow,. Moor F.to 
'Woman Digubt 11100«0 
B rother /tole Gau r TarahlJ_jio Ba 1);_, K<4 

M) Brother anW40 Rak GOiJr 
Si)ler Rbi D;g.tn j/ogUtt: Ba Duo, }.fDoskJ 

M) bl~r lIullfll Ro)'DiKIJI:f 

n<!ld Bop [fun, HlUfgji &0 .. 
M) Head a",,,,d DQP 
Tongue lAm in X 'tllg J,Ymgje .i.Yiltg 
MIlUlb Ouuntn VI Da 
l\",c n"Ul11/( X,ru< NflJtg 

Bro.d DUI/roll .\fud .. 
Water Dod • GO! 
T..:CLb vunr( 

lio"ch Bot/Old 

Bell) Bu", KOllo 

Fingers BllI'om Boall4l!J>1t~ 

Arm f.A,J06 BoJid. ame for band~ 

lIlLir (,oyor 

The !kj,rd Jrkim II abc de II.I>< DonI 

White T"IJJ~11 C TrJll: Qlli 

mock 1010l r oro nltG 
Good nocAnll }"'" Bettfe 

Dod DilAOlit J.\ ItJ@r Jow 



ENGL I SH. 

Elephant 

Carpelion 

Horse 

Cow 
. Goat 

Sbeep 

Leopard • 

Alligator 
Parrot 
Sbark 

Hooey 
\Vhite ant, term.ite, &c. 

(or Bug a bug) 

The Sea 
Earth 
Knife 

Shirt 
Trowsers 

Brass pan 
House 
Door 
Day 
Night. 
Health 

Sickness 

Pain 
Love 

Hatred 

Road 
Idle 

Hot 
Cold 

What are you doing 1 

Torn.do 

VOCABULARY 

SOOSEE. ENG LISH. SaDSER. 

--~----I--------~---I------------
Sili 
Kolungji 

Shuoc 

J:t.lillkgegine 
Shee 

Julie 
S,,11,"o she 
Shang. 

Kolle 

Sarle 
Kume 

Bugabuge 

Baa 

Bohe 

Fine 
Doma 

TVangt.Qnj i 
Tang kue 
Bankhi 
Denade 

Hi 
Que 

Muie Zangfe 
Fura 
Whondi, TVhona fe 

Whuli 
Niaahft 
Kidt 

Kobi 

Fw-i,jurihe . 

Himbeli 

I -Which way are 
I going? 

To trade 

'. j Make haste 

ToKiIl 

.'.1 To Quarrel 
To Sing . 

Te beat the drum 
Have you done? 

Are you afraid? 

He is n0t yet gone 

Stand still 

Run 

Leap, or Jump 

you 

Have you slept well ? 

Do you understand} 
Soosce? • 

I am hungry 

Eat 

Let us go 
Will you go with me? 

I have no money 

Esigama mung kil'ara 

Sera.ShoJe 

Ard bale moJur; 
'Fukafe . 

Gcri sltoft 

Sltige sltife 

Fare moluife 

Ebantagei ? 

Eganama-? 
A mu siga sending 
Tife ira hara 

Geef· 
Tubangft • 

Ekeo !.:eefallg ? 

E~see whi mema? 

Kaamc 'em .nukuma 
Dang 
TVoem lIoffiga 

Esigama emfokhera 
Ntifuli muna embe 

How much do YOQwant? E' 'Wama ierekong 
Si t down DoHa 

How do you do 1. E'mul1g Ieee '! 
Very well Em melang Itekerfao?jg 
Give me some ricei Mtilungdundundifeelnma 
Here • Be 
W"hat is your name? Ehiti 11tungkcc? 

I love you Efangllc emma 

If ~ou want rice I will} lfae:wama malungko1tg 
glVe you some. eminda fuma ~ma 

Emul/g she ra falama ? 
Tuliakbegbe 

Let us go together . ][eekufiring liQ siga 

y 



Goat 

Sbet"p 
1I'0if 

Elephant 

0. 
Fi)h. 
Horse 
Dutrl!r 

'Jilk 
TIger 
t roD 

)!JIIN 

Q ui vrr 

To danco 
To >ing 
To-day 
To--morTOw 
Ye!ltcrdl1Y 
At .... 
To drink 

T. 

ES"Gt.IHI. 

Jl o,," do lUU do' 

VOCAIlVLAIty. 

JOLLlrF . ;1 E"OLlS". 

n., iSbeis remark'bl} hand- } 

Z~dre some . 

B tluki Good day 

Glli~ 

·· 1 

G ood day ir 

Nark Good flight 

Guit'nn Come here? 

CM',app Yes 

DIM ··1 _'0 

4M Ilo\\' do you do 1 

SAa:le " ery wdl 

"Ma Bu)' 
Doug)'&ttl ~ell 

",agull4 Take 
Fo,le l\\ill 

0"A41 I lbllflk you 
T"~j A bar of Iron 
£lIaA',orlJ/tk Whot dJd you "'y I 
DrlJlb Ciln ) all ~rX'ak JohlH 
. oraJlun ll ll\to :nuc.h .. .hJ thai C().S.1? 

Xan GI\e UlO 

UU .11 Icrta.. 1 to\ C Jou from my h rt 

Tl.)J .... t!\L£. 

----
CfJrlta u_06 

JOLLIFF, 

Sama r'!fitnal&ll 

Dltiarokio 
D4Uv.k/o-Samba 
FllolftrrtJiam 

KaJUJ,ji< 
OUM 

Dltiat 
Dltyo mua ! 
Diya mcdtd 
Cltuycodi 
Gltu.W cU 
D/opol 

BtTlgfJbw 
GIJ(TU#h ,,016 

Dt1r~in 

IAuflg 0 Ito.rlte 

Di,:<»ga joY", 
Xlolar tadrar1 

JJOIfI11fOn 

4KUhJ tli. ~o Itoll 

Du LLO)J. 

J return iOU ,cnu:c, or~lutc BJ 86 
Ar .. )Oll ",dl t r .. ",y Apptf~' "3'!:)' , 

" "'r) 'l\d) fa. ~ (oi r,,_, cAiII lilt 

\ \ bOI It )-OU.r name l G 1101 fU mOOd , lIb! C rtl6a, 

0i,o me Il liule nrc SO'IG puc pIlla p"'(tln K l.uni:t (lplilay Qla.1l1r 
y ", .4 .4 
No D,A .8, 
J .. ) our f.3Lh.,. al hOIllt' 1 Po la "'00 ~td ~ltqJIct:' ,1""., .. ""., 10" J.o "JI4)If •. 
lien Dhree 1I~f1.J l<JrTC 

\\ hi do you \\nnO K (J tI!n.,m'l« , 1-""6 YJJfJtD ' 
\\h)" do}oudo 01 KQ lit", kutg Y(JUre., r o.f:i?lm 141"10110 
J bl:g p~Uf l,ardoo ,J ",.rrcc moo Liim QUvro ",6 



VOCABULh.RY. 

£ XG L I!'t Il. J OLLIF F. ES OLI$lI, J OL L I fF , 

Goo t 

heep 

11'011' 
Elephant 
0, 
Fi~h 

Horse 
Buner 
\1,1. 

TIger 
Iron 
l lolJ., 

Q UI\'t'r 

Ph .. 
Zedre 

B ouki 
Guit 

Xoclt 

Gu;rnn 

CMll opP 
.·1 Dlun 

d. 

S;'o,l.i 

I'ina 

Dqugilotll 

Sntogoll.a 
Farl. 
Ou~a, 

TAd 

She is remarkably band- } 
some • 

Soma r'ifitfl4161l 

Good day D }'iarakio 

Good day ir Dhia,rakio- qmbo 

Good night Fha,nmtJiam 

Come here? K.aJ.i1,/i< 
Yes Ouoa , 
No Dhi<It. 
110"" do you do l V ltifJ tnesa r 
Very wdl D'ya m<dol 
Buy G"u.~t:ftdi 
Sell G}'U.f O/ 

Tn.ke D iapol 

1 ,\;11 BMgubta 
I LhA.Ok you Gu~rum noM 

A bar o( Iron DortfTm 

To dance 

To sing 

To-dn.y 
T o-morrow 

Y~terdlly 

At"'" 

Ellrd,or1Jhk Wbel did ),Oll $3.y' I..Ofl.g a /to"clte. 

DC'lIfb Can you !'pcoi Jo1l6 , Di;cngo JoUf,ff 
C"rd/(lltt lI t>u- :nud did lhalco~l~ XIO,ar ladJar' 
Xan <.II'!! me .\}4IItman To drink 

TIJ a t. Lcd . "t«.lc.tulr,. llo\ e )'oo{rorumy h rt ~(a tiE fe(J 0 kGII 

E~GLUH . 

Jl O\\ do lOU dot 

1 f'C1 urn you on icc, Or ~ule 

Ar ... l OU ~,,:JI ( 

,"cry ~ cJl 

\\ btl II you.r nome' 
On 0. me a lilllo rice 
Yes 

o 
h ) OUT (ll1her h l home l 

lieu 

\ \ hal dQ you "-nnt f 

"b) do lOU do so, 

J beg ),Ollf pardoD 

CmT(a 

D. 
Too,." 
fdii) /0; 

Gna, ICr t1f0Pd' 

illiG utupll/Q plL/lin 
.4 
D,A 
Po J.a MOO 0.,,4 rw1u1!I/ct , 

Oia« 

K 0 ",a,"'a« ~ 
Ko RUlli Inng YO/l('( . Y 

.4 "fl(T'CC "1(10 

B U L LO )l . 

£<_06 
B6 

.4ppflJ":r9" , 

PaJ din /111 

II", t. ",6Q' 
K.,<1It1t .ptUay olayk 
A 
B, 

.4ppo m"".y lOr< "" h/t.yI< 
TVo,lorrc 

~ 1 ~ c"J; _".1Jma ' 
} F a)'tnlf" wy"go/lo 

Lum ",arro ".6 
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I love you 

Let me alone 

Let me go 
Sit down 

I am hungry 

Shut the. door 

Will you gq. with mel 

"Where arc you going? 

Here 

Forward 

Backward 

To-day 

To-morrow 

Sometimes 

And 

Good bye 

....... : 

.. 
VOCABULARY. 163 

T£MMANEE. BULLOM. 

I--~------~--~------------' 
Be bater moo 

TUG!I mee 

Teer amee 

Yeeta 
Durabang mee 

Kanta kayraue 
Yin/aD k6 pey a mee? 

Raymo koay 
Urlno 
KiM,. 
Rarung 

Ta'J/nang 
Aneellang 
Olokko ollon 

Ray 
11-1 aJig peeara 

A 11farra m~ 

Y'lIjolmee 
Y'm11lelmce 
Y'nchal 

• Nrik mi a me­

Ingkllntafung f6loot"!! 

Mo mee ko day ret 

Loma koa 
Kakee or ha 

Ebol 

Wayling 

Eenang 
Beng 

Lokk6poom 
Na 
Heepeear6 

~ '1'he foregoing Vocabulary, and imperfect number of words, may serve to give some idea 

of a part of the languages on the Windward Coast of Africa. Frdftl tbose accidents to which 

the traveller is continually exposed, I have unfortunately lost what I am persuaded \'f'aS a 

very accurate vocabulary of the Jolliff, Foulab, l\'Iandingo, Soosee, Bullom, and Temmanee 

tongues, which I had arranged under the correction of a very intelligent trader long resident 

upon the Windward Coast. Owing to this misfortune I have been obliged to refer to scattered 

memoranda only, which I k'iow to correspond correctly with the document I allude to. As 

the Foulah and Mandingo llations are of most consequence in attempts at civili2ation, I have to 

regret exceedingly that I have not beell able to gi,'e the languages of those nations more at large. 

Ptmted by W. Bulmer and Co. 
Cleveland-low, St. Jame's, 
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