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In our 'village of 8 dwellings', 28th April 1816.

This morning at 6 o’clock I took a hasty leave of the General and
the others at Blmina, and set out with my men along the beach. e turned
into the bush behind Christena's plantation, and made towerds fLbre Camp.
JAfter: travelling for some distance we arrived at Foeampong. This village
we found still inhabited, and we went through it without disturbing anyones
Neit we arrived, at Caboceer Esservie's place, which was unoccupied. [is
is a fine willage, and well built.

- The track from Elminas thus far could be made into. a good one guite
easily. A few large trees would have to be cleared away, but this could
be done with 1ittle trouble. The name of this place is é?llegibl;7 Annoe.
Most of its inhabitants have fled to Elmina or to the Fantes. I rested
here for a while, and gave my men a drink from the chest.l

e set out: again soon, however, for we wanted to spend the night
at a more sultable spot. For this reason we passed straight through Simboe
without stopping. lie noticed that it had been plundered by the Ashantis,
but not burnt. From Simboe to Afontoe the track was very bad for travel-
ling in a hammock, being narrow ahd inconvenient. Their difficulties toolk
some of the heart out of ngoe&rcrs, fior 2 short time agol this trace wWas
suitable for horses. Along the whole way we saw nothing remarkable,
though the song of the birds in the trees gave me special pleasure.

At Afontoe we took some food and had a lengthy pull at the zin bottle.
"Tith this to encourage us, Wwe set out again at once with renewed good
spirits, and so continued until we arrived at this 'village of & dwellings'.
It also is empty, though undamaged. The Ashantis made a point of not
burning it because they use it as a resting place.
. v

On the way we met several Ashantis who.had been sent by the General
of the army to Elmina to tell the three officers? there %o return +o camp
immediately because their leave of absence had expired long since.
hen the forward scouts”. of this Ashenti perty learnt from us that we were
bound for Kumasi, they were so pleased that they immediately shouted to
their companions that they should give way to use. This the remaining
Ashantis, with every appearance of pleasure, did, shouting, "Out of the
wayé Out of the way! Here comes the son of the Company thet rules the
Dutch fort!" and made so much noise that I could hear them from my
position at the rear of the column. A4is we went past, each man bowed
deeply, and with great respect. I gathered from one of them that General
Appieh is very angry with his envoys., He has sent several messages t

to
them, but has received no reply. They have been at Elmina for a long time,
and he has bound himself with several powerful caths to earry them off by
force as soon as he arrives at Elmina.

e passed through two Fante wvillages, but do not know their names.

The envoys at Elmina have sent me a message, suggesting that I await
them at Simboe. I have replied, however, that I intend to go as faor as
ny people can carry me, and will wait for the onvoys Glere. (D did G
fact wait for them in our 'village of 8 dwellings' until darlmess arrived,

but they did not come.)

T have retained the services of two Ashantis as guides to show me
the way, and have had to pay them a bottle of drink, a handful of cardoc
tobacco and a pipe. éghorm indecipherable passage f0110ws.;

et Kellders Tl Yeelilar?®.
2. Veandrigen, lit. ‘'ensigns, cornets, sub-lieutenants'.
3. Voorlopers, lit. 'precursors, forerunners, heralds'



In our ‘village of & dwelling§ij,29th Lpril 1816, !

This morning I was up early and took a walk in the bush to see
whether the soil was good or not. It seemed to me that something could
be made of it. T discovered several cabbaze-like plants,h which tasted
excellent, -

I waited for the envoys from Elmina until 9 o'clock, but learnt
from passers-by that they are not expected to leave there until Wednesday.
I therefore ordered my men to prepare immediately, and we begsn the
Jjourney to Abra. S

At Abra Bettinqua, 29th April 1816.

le left our village at about half past nine o'clock, and having
passed through some 15 or 16 hamlets, arrived safely at this place.
Twelve men were here to meet us. They had been sent by General Appiah
to carry my baggages. The sabeldrager® informed me, in the name of his
master, that I was to stay here until further orders. I sent the man
back, and also his sword, beering my compliments to the General, and
seeking to know if I might stay the night where I was. leanwhile a 'great
officer'® arrived, areeted me, and told me that he had come to conduct
me to my provisional lodgings, where I would stay until orders came froi
the Camp.

By this time I was much emberrassed by the great crowd of sight-
seers that had collected, and feared for the safety of my possessions.
I was therefore glad to be in a fairly safe places The house was well
equipped, and had two good windows and a2 door. The press of people
continued, many coming to look at me again and again. I asked them in -
friendly manner to leave me in peace for a while, but little attention
was paid to my request. Finally, the 'great officer' was good .enough
to post two armed soldiers in front of my house, and this helped &
great deal.

This place is the left wing7 or vanguard of the encamped armye
There are certainly more than 3,000 men here in all, « I gave the officers
a drink, which they accepted with high good humour. ihen they had
finished their refreshment, they returned with more than a hundred men
to thank me. They also brought the empty bottles backe. :

After about an hour, Appiah's sabeldrager returned with orders
that I should enter the Camp immedistely. I am bound to say that all
the men of the venguard seem very pleased at my presence. Lt is hard
to put my feelings into words. I am receiving most friendly treatment,
and everyone is very obliging. But despite all the courtesy the consta .t
visiting has been very tiring for me.

Soon we set off again, and arrived at Abram at 4 o'clocks I
have 1ittle to say about this place, except to complain about the clamour
and throng of people. Good God! 'Mhat a crowd! I thought to myself,
"How is it going to be possible to get through them without a troop of
soldiers?" ind indeed it was with great difficulty that we forced g
way. I had my feet on the soldiers' heads, which they bore with great
£00d humour . ¢

- c a Wty 1 £
hen I had dismounted from my hammock, a 'sreat officer’ OL
O ! Wl . . = o+ a2 W 2
Appiah's staff came to greet me, and led me to a place where there were
three huts. These, on Appiah's orders, had been cleaned and made

i e e o

e ggggplggﬁgg; 1lit. 'cabbage-plants'.

5¢ Idbs, 'svord-bearer'.

6. Groot vaandrig.

7. Script here is almost illegible. 'Left wing' is a possible
reading, but no more than that. ' :



ready for us, their usual occupants having.been obliged to remove them-
selves. This officer is called Cudjo Apannij, and he is renowned as a very
brave man., ]

Iy belongings were stored in my hut, and my flag set up outside.
I had hardly been installed for a quarter of an hour, when two of Appiah’s
boys brought me two wooden bowls containing roast pork and mashed pechan.g;,8
They also brought a message from Appilah informing me thet I should take
my rest in this hut until next dey, when he would prowvide me with better
accommodation. He commended me into Cudgo Apannij's care., The huts we
were given were wretched affairs, situsted right in the midst. of the i
soldiers' quarters. line was 5 feet long, 5 feet wide and most uncomfort-
able. It wes not even 5 feet high. i

I had sat down to eat when I suddenly heard & frightful yelling
and shouting outside. Being curious, I asked what the noise meant. To
my surprise the snswer was that the troops of Genersal Barrickie were
trying to take me by force from those of General Appiah, and were assembled
outside for the purpose. The result was the greatest confusion. Barriekie
claims thet he is the youngest of the commanders? and that in conseguence
all white men would be put in his charge. Appiah denies this, and now
Barriekie is recady to fight to get me awsy from Appiash. The dispute
became very serious. ALppiah's men, with their suns at the ready, dered
Barrickie's to come on. Matters reached such a pass that I began to be
frightened. I sent my boy with my staff and chain to Appiah to urge
that nothing foolhardy be done and that it would be sensible to settle
the palaver at once. But his men shouted, "No! DNo! Ve won't yield him
up. We gave him lodging first. He shall not go. He is our master, and
we will die for him." Let Barriekie himself come here if he dares.”
Despite all this Appieh went with my boy to see Barriekie in order to
settle the palaver, His men continued to shout, "We will fight!" and
refused to let me zo. At last my boy returned end told me that every-
thing had been put off until the morning. At this everyone calmed down
immediately. Appizgh, however, was still mistrustful, and had 50 men
sleep eround my hut to protect me against possible night attacks I
was not myself quite reassured, and had all my own men spend the night
outside ny hut as well,

In Cemp Abre, 30th April 1816.

This morning the soldiers begen to quarrel emong themselves again.
and made enough noise to raise the Devil. The turmoil soon became just
as bad as it had been the night before. Once more I sent my boy with
the staff and chain to ask Applsh.to settle the affair, A solution to
the trouble must have been quickly found, and Appiah apparently lost
the argument, for I soon had orders Go-move my quarterss

To settile this palaver cost me flour beottles of drink, for I had
to pay the men who had kept guard on my hut during the night and also
had o pay for the use of the hut itselfs I felt I must give my own men

a bottle, too.

The camp seems to be unusually full of troops. As soon as I
have paid my compliments, I will go for a walk and have a look at it.

In Comp /] 1816. '

No: news today. I have enough provisions to last my men L4 days.
About 12 o'clock I received two trays of food from General Appiah, and

8. Obscure. Pechang could be p

iesang, from Mal. pisang = 'banana'
or here, presumably, 'plaz

Al b

9, Obscure. The sense might be "the most junior of the commanders".
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from the 'sreat officer' Cudjo Apannij 8 small ggptjeg?o‘ and one /Tllegiblé/
of gold o buy meat. I was in no position to refuse these gifts, and
passed them on to my men.

I have not yet received permission to go out, nor has any of the
three generals communicated with me. My hut is almost over-run with peoplec.
Some come to greet me in Lppiah's name, Some in Barriekie's., Others come from
Amanquo end others again from Youw Kokroko. They say, "I am the King's son,
I am the King's brother," etec., and all of them take a drink from me, Those
sent by the generals come preceded by the sword and accompanied by &, 10
and sometimes 15 men. Bach has his stool with him, and here they sit until
they have finished their drinks. They say that, if I do not give them
something to drink, the royal family will be offended. Siz 'great officers'
visited me one after the other, I did not dare refuse their requests.

It was unlucky that T had my 5 ankersll 3, view and not locked up in chests
where they might have escaped notice. Altogether my visitors, about 50 in
all, emptied a good'7 bottles.

T sent General Appish. a bottle from the chest and two flasks drawm
from keg. To Barriekie I sent one bottle from the chest and another drawn
from keg. To Lmanqua and Youw Kokroko the same as to Barriekie end, in
return for my lodging, one bottle from the chest to Cudjo Apannij. Obther-
wise, nothing of interest to report today.

In Cemp Abra, 2nd May 1816.

This morning General Appish sent to greet me and inguire after my”
welfare, I dispatched my boy to pay my compliments in return and to express
my best thanks for the General's courtesy towards me. At ten o'clock I
sent him two fine fowls baked in the pan which, so he told my boy, tasted
very good. In exchange he supplied me with palm wine and food. Iy men,
however, have not yet received anything from anybody. }

Todzy Appiah offered to place one of his sons in my service, giving
me leave to take the boy with me and employ him as T see fit. The lad
seems willing and capable, and I have accepted the charge.

I have become terribly weary of the constant stream of officers and
royael relatives who come to visit me. They are still appearing at my lodgings,
despite the great numbers who came yesterday and extorted so much liguor
from me. Already one and a half chests of drink have been emptied. More-
over, one whole chest was lost on the way here, when one of the bearers
dropped it and smashed 10 bottles. This is a serious matter, for one
cannot replenish stocks of liquor in these parts. I have consoled myself

by giving vent to some guite unnecessary abuse, which can do me no good.

Up to now I have neither seen nor spoken to any of the four generals.
General Appiah has sent word that he much regrets his inability to visit
me. If he came, he says, the other generals would suspect him of holding
secret talks with me. I must not disclose my mission until the envoys have
returned from Elmina. ‘hen they are back, then everything can be discussed
publicly. This disappointing information does not please me at all. If
it were not that some of the King's presents were left behind, I would not
have the patience to stay here any longer. The matter is out of my hands,
however, because I do not know when the envoys are to return.

This afternoon I took a walk through the camp to see how big it was.
After an hour and a half I became so tired that I had to come back. It
would not be possible to reach the end of the camp in a day's march.

104 I
me

2 ISR S,

1tje by the dictionafy means "small piece of lace'. Could the
ening here he pieces of trade cloth used as currency?
1T, hnler s @ e g ofl /e capacity of 1 anker, 1 anker = ca. 9 gallonsa
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General fmanqua's camp is at least one hour away from Appish's and Barriekie's.
General Youw- Koloroko!s is- +still further off.. He commands 3,000 troops, and

ny ‘estvimats is that there are at least 10,000 under the command of’ Appl
Amanquu and Barrleal"lz

Then: I re curneo 1rom my Walk General Appiah's sword-bearer came

to see me. He told me that, when evening came, I was %o move to 10db1n85
in Burrlekle 5 camp. Agreement had. finally been reached that I must change
my 1Odblnoo. At thls news I cleared out of my poor little hut, and set

out at once for my ngw house, with all my baggzge following behind me,

my flag soing on before, and accompanied by more than two thoussnd men,
Slnblnb away, the soldiers brought me into the presence of General 3<r11°L1e,

who was sitting in state surrounded by some of his officers. He gove my

his hand three times and pressed mine warmly. I was then provided with

a

2 stool and a bottle of watered liquor. A1l watched while I tried it.
Then Barriekie stood up and sald.that he was putitd "me in the-charge of

& sword-bearer who would conduct me to my mew house, - He .added ‘that, if T.
lacked for anything I should let him know. He also told hﬂe people that
no one was to be allowed to pl aguc ‘or pester me. (This order was in vain;j
I was soon overwhelmed ewen more than before. il ;

I had been in my house only a short while when the General came in
person to ask if I was properly accommodated. I answered that I was,
though to speak truth I was feeling very miserable I must not forget
of course, that I am in a Camp and not in a v1llagea This hut I am now
in 4s certainly better than the one. T was given by Cudjo Apannij. hen
I lef't there, I gave Apannij L4 fathoms of panegoedl3 sv4 o pottle of drlnk,

and to the officer who commanded the 50 men who kept watch over me I gave
two fathoms. 'Then Barriekie had been seated for a while, I let him have
2 dram or two out of one of my bottless He thought, however, that I was
presenting him with the whole bottle, and took it away with him when he
left, I watched it go with a heavy heart.

I hear the -envoys are due to arrive tomorrow morning., I hope this
is 50, for I am not at all accustomed to a military -lifes All the time
I keep hearing, now from this direction, now from that, the sound of pipes
and horns. I sit trembling in my house, and wonder if my bravery will soon
be put to the test &nd whether I will: be forced to set out for Kumasi without
waiting for the arrival of the envoys.ld I hear from meny. people that-
Appiah is &ellnltely resolved to attack Commany.  This action on his part,
gl ik to happen, will be solely at the instigation of the ¥lmine chief, 15
ser, and his terregraﬂdeslo MTpieimte sia el i gn e L]l Oiher Ashantis‘say

H

ah- has no orders to do anything other than fetch Cudjo Koema and
the rest'of the Fentes who are in hiding at Commany. I had a few words
with Appiah in the name of General Daendels, urging him to abandon his
resolve, The matter was handled secretly. Everyone should seck £0' advance
the interests of his mastersand suppress an unlawful chief whenever this
is i0.351171“18 ' ! : :

b2
.

This Jan Nieser has often been the cause of disobedience on:the part
of the people of Elmina against the Government. His constant ineiting of
the oooulatlon and his numerous villainies were the cause of his being
thrown out of Acera, though this banishment does not scem to have taught
him much of 'a lessone This wicked man, this root of all ev1l, who has long

12, The initial figure of the total "10,000" given here is unfortunately
blotteds It could be a 1, a 4 or a 6.

13, lieaning unknown, but obviously a type .of cloth,

1y, Last two, sentences in this paregraph are very obscure. :

15, Lit., koning, but 'chief! seems a bettel translation than 'king's

16s Terrerrandes f— Foildor 1 R ‘ . y

17. Here a-ain, orisinil “is very .obscure.

T8E - Dbt ok ;
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been a thorn in the flesh to us, is now in a fair:woy to bring down the
Goverment of Elmina itself.. He spreeds wickedness which all know about,
but none dare speak of. I myself moke no bones about saying that this
man is not only overweening and ambitious but o ringlender and a trouble-
maker, and if he is not wetched carefully by General Daendels, he will

be Emperor of Elmina yet. The man Adom knmows hinm well, and much may be
learnt from fAdam by means of soft words. He is trustworthy, moreover,
ond will say in Nieser's presence anything the Governor wants him to say.
I hove often heard him describe how Jan Nieser talks: "Now I am king
over ~ll. The white men dere not do anything to me. They have to cone
to me if they want anything." I have also many times hesrd how the
onderkonin@,'9 by neme 4boe, says to his master (for his is Nieser's
slhvei, "You are our lord. ‘e want no one over us but you," at which the
'Emperor' laughs in great glee so that his belly shakes.

Tonorrow I will present my compliments to Genernls /ppiah, /manquo
and Youw Kokroko. There has not been an opportunity before. General
Barriekie has honoured me with 2 visit, and is proving very affable.

In the Comp, 3rd May 1816.

This morming I had my hammock prepared, and went to present ny
compliments to the generals.

First to my landlord, who received me in 2 most friehdly memner.
He made no comment on the faet that I had come, however, I peid hin
ny compliments stending up.

From there I went to greet ippiah. This I did In the neme of
the General of Elmina. Again, I performed my duties standing up or, I
should rather say, I stood because no stool wrs produced for me.

= .

From there to Amangush, who was indisposed. They szy he is m2d,
and cannot tell one person from another. The cause is thought to be
that he put 2 mad woman to death and she has been vexing his spirit

fever since. : :

Lestly I went to Youw Kokmoko's camp, which lay in flat and
low-lying ground. I quickly saw that here I was meetins a real general,
and one who understood his profession. As soon as he learnt of my
arrival, he sent to ask me to take a seat under a.larsze tree, since he
wes not yet ready to reselve me. - Accordingly I went and sat under this
tree. ‘Before long I heard a drum being beaten. Lt this signal armed
soldiers came running from all directions, with their officers following
behind them. Everyone assembled under another tree ne~rby. Then the
general, splendidly attired in a white cloth,20 appeared from his
dwelling and took his seat among his men. He had me approach, escorted
by an officer and four soldiers. At his request I returned to my
hammock and saet in it (he wished to see one), and approsched againe Iy
reception was fit for o king. The General stood up, shook me by the
hand three times and offered me the stool next to his. Iy visit gave
hin much pleasure. He gave me a bottle of drink for my bearers, which
I passed on to them and which they finished on the spot. I stayed for
at least an hour, then took my lbave and rode off in my hemmock.

I had not been in my house an hour when General Youw Kokroko came

tg pay his compliments to mes : ie sat talking for a good while. I gave
hin o bottle of gin?l from my chest as o present. He is: very intimate

19« Lit., 'vice-roy,' but the word is often used by the Dutch in the
sense of 'second-in-command®. ' i 2

ggggt'e, a diminutive of pasn, which comes from Port. pano."si cloth

which negroes use to surround their bodies from the waist to the

knees or somewhat lower" (Van Dale).

2l. Genever (mod. jenever), i.ec. Hollands, or Dutch, gin.

20,
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with me for so short =z period of acquaintance. He asked me whether or
not I had brought something for him from Elminz. I said I had HOi5
explaining: that the General at Elmina had not known for certain chat
there were more than three generals in the Camp. The envoy whom he, Youw
Kokroko, had sent to Elmina, had neither swords nor staffs with him, and
the General had not known whether to pay him honour or not.-‘This envoy
had, however,.asked for a flas, and the General had provided me with
one." I had also been ordered to find out the truth about. the. exact
 number of Ashanti generals when I reached the € mp. This . information

I now had, and I would write to the General and request that a present
similar to those already delivered should be sent to Gegeral Youw
Kokrokos At this he' expressed much satisfaction, and thanked me.

I will indeed write to General Daendels at the first opportunity,
and suggest that Youw Kokroko has his share of favours. He is of the
same rank as the other generals.....22

I have forgotten to mention that Youw Kokroko sent me 2 bunch of
bananas and 2 chickens.. He wanted to take the flag away with him. I
told him, however, that he must be patient until the envoys come back

from Elmina. Then the other presents will be distributed, and he will
gethis flag. :

4th May 1816.

This morning I received greetings from Generals .ppiah and
Barriekie and sent them mine via ny boy.

I went for = walk today snd found myself outside Appiah's hut. I
therefore called on him. He is an excellent old man, kind-hearted and
obliging. I had no sooner returned home :and was busy writing than he
walked right into my hut. Lapghing, he took me by the hand, and said,

T hawve come to, sce youw. You need not send messages to me ! T invited
nmScoNs N onyny ibedhswhilch held1d,, I telid himSthat I wd s veryidis tressed
that the envoys from Elmina had not arrived yet. He said they would
definitely be here today. He accepted a dram and went awiy.

Jiusicsatathat  noment 1 learnt to my great joy that! the envoys from
Elmina had indeed arrived. * Before long the most senior of them, Awarrie
and Djesie, came to see me. Adoe, however, did not appear. Awarrie
and Djesie- greeted me breast to bre:ist, after the fashion of the
Portuguese when two. friends meet adfter a long parting., They were still
dressed as for 2 journey, and their men had their muskets on their
shoulders. They told rie that they had not had the honour of any further
conversation with General Daendels since the time I left, which had
vexed them. I gave them something to drink and they went on their way.

I was indeed very glad to see these envoys. They have promised
me that tomorrow they will without fail publicly give an account of
their mission, so that I will be able to leave here quickly.

I have bought half a fat Rog for 3 fathoms of cloth and 1
bottle of drink. ‘ \

S5th May 1816.

Last night there was a general jollification throughout the Camp.
Drums, flutes and horns sounded and all the caboceers danced.: For the
Ashantis today is a good Sunday .23 By late at nipght the clamour was
dying down, but with the coming of dawn the tumult started up again.
Festivities lasted until about noon or 1 o'clock, when the senior -
general, Lppiah, toock his seat on his chief's stool under a great arch.
There he received the greetings of everyone present in order of
seniority. I was the first

22. Obscure, ! :
254 IL.c. the Kwasi-2adae. This has reference to the Akan Aduanan calendar
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to be invited to pay my respects, then came General Barriekie, then 2
‘oreat officer'! representing Amangua, and then General Youw Fokroko.
After this 21l the dignitaries2lt and officers cemé up in turn.

Appiah withdrew for = moment to his house and returned with three
English gold pieces which he gave to me. With these I bought a sheep,
which wes carried to my hut in a golden vessel by ippich's own sword-—
bearer. This man I dashed 2 fathoms of panegoed. (He hed nade o point
of asking ny boy if he might have something by way of 2 present.) As
Appiah was leaving the assembly, he said to me that I ought now to visit
Barriekie, Anmanqua and Youw Kokroko and bid them good morning. This I
innediately did. From Barriekie I received a sheep and some bananas, and
fron Youw Kokroko another sheep, 10 taminees and 2 bunches of bananas.
Fron ‘manqua, however, I got nothing. To the men who brought the sheep
to ay hut I gave 2 fathoms of panegoed each. All this visiting reminded
ne of New Year's Day at Elmina, when children run from house to house
collecting their presents. To tell the truth, I felt more than a little
ashemed. However, to be allowed to visit :reat men on festival days such
as this is a considerable honour.

Lppieh told me that the envoys would not be received in audience
today, this being a day when no business may be done. At least, this
is what he said to me in public. Later, at about 3 o'clock, he sent word
that he and the other dignitaries were conferring and were ready to listen
to what I and the envoys had to say to them. I irmediately prepsred oyself
ane rode off to the meeting in my hammock.

Djesie, speaking for all the envoys, described the experiences
they had had at Elmina. He gawe his recitel in great deteil, recounting all
that had transpired between the emvoys end the General, listing the
kindnesses ‘which he and fhe others had daily received at the General's
hands, and speaking warmly of the chest of gin and other liguor which had
been privided. His report was so favourable, indeed, that it rejoiced
e to hear it. )

Next, Djesie scotched the lies spread abroad by Coemc, and told
the real truth about the Commany affair. Then he had finished speaking,
I took my instructions from ny pocket and remarked that everything that
Coena had told them as coming from the chief and terresrandes of Elmina
was nothing but a pack of infamous lies. I said that no messcges,
however authenticated, should be accepted by the Ashantis as truly from
Elmina unless somebody directly representing the General of Zlmina were
present and even then the person present must be able to prove that
the General hed in fact sent him. The Ashanti generals expressed
agreement with this.

I then spoke to them very earnestly about General Daendels's
wishes concerning Commany. I said it was definitely my superior's
desire that the Ashantis should not go there, and that it was hoped
General Appiah would desist if he had an attack on Commeny in mind. To
these words, however, I received no answer. Appiah said that he and his
colleagues would sleep on the matter and let me know tomorrow what
they had decided. I suspect that they are determined to take Commany
and, when there, will demand the surrender of all the Fantes who have
teken refuge in the town. If the Commany people refuse to yield these
fugitives up, then the Ashentis will burn the town and kill all the
inhabitants, who will have brought this fate on themselves by their own
obstinacy. I camnot, however, state any of these things with certainty.
I am merely repeating here what the young men in the Ashanti army
tell me,

On the whole I did not really expect that all my business here
would be completed todaye. Meanwhile I thank God that we have got on

2ke Grooten, Perhaps 'elders' would be a better transleti-Ons
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thus far and that I will be able to continue my journey this coming
Tuesday. On Monday, we are told, it is not permitted to travel. I have
asked Appish to provide some men for ne: 12 as an escort and 12 to carry
ny goods. He has promised to arrenie this.

I have handed their presents over to the generals dhd have given
General Youw Kokroko his flag. They are all-very pleased, and have asked
me to vrite to Genernl Dacndels to express their thenks. This T will do.

I have also inguired about the presents for the King which the
envoys have brought with them. Awarrie says he hws what he is responsible
for, but cammot speak for Djesie. Adoe, who is lLmanqueh's envoy, and
Enpoh 25 who represents Appiah and is also his ling guist, have not brought
anything. They say that two chests of gin were by ill luck dropped and
the bottles inside smashed to pieces. To prove the falsity of these
absolute lies, I asked to see the broken chests, but they were not forth-
coming., I warned the envoys that unless by tomorrow the chests had been
sent to me, I would tell the King when I saw him that his representoti-
ves were thieves. They seemed, however, to pay no attention to my threatse

The peace made \1th the Fantes is as folilows: +that the Ashantis will
renain in Fante territory until Cudjo Koema has been captured; that so
lcag as he is not in Ashanti honds the Fantes must not teke it amigs if
some of their people are'panjered? and sold by the-hAshantis, who have to
keep themselves in food while in foreign territory; and that the Fantes
mist similarly not object if some of their people are done away with for
similar reasonse. Apert from this, nothing has been decided. Here in the
Camp, killing goes.on daily. I will say nothing of the nurders because
the subject is too horriblée. It is clear, howovor, that a true peace has
by no means becen concluded yete ;

At Abra, 6th May 1816,

Nothing happened today. This morning I prepared to leave here, and
was willing, if necessary, to travel without an cscorte. I have received
no enswer from Appiah aboubt Commanye It is probably true that he intends
to go theres This afterncom I sent a message to him, specifically to get
at least some information on the subject, but in wein. I heve thercefore
taken leave of the other generals without raising the matter againe. -

T received from Djesic a Sheepys2 é%llubib1;726 of gold and some
bananas, for which I gave his boy 2 fathoms of clothj from fwarrie 2
[Tlleg 1b1§72 of gold, a chicken end some bananas. L have settled ny
account with my servent (who is & junior officer of Barriekic's), and am
paying him 2 fathoms of cloth for his services and for the use of the
huts. He has been of the greatest value to us while we hxvc been here
in the' Camp. :

1 lcarnt yesterday that Cokbbena HEsservie has been seen on
the road with 6 others. The Ashantis have been out Tooelsaing for

them, but none of the party has been captured yet.

Manqua Mankesu, 7th May 1816.

Today at 6 o'clock I left Abra, travelling without an escort.
Appiah definitely- promised to give me some men to act both as an
escort and as hearers, but he does mt seem to have meant it.
My hammock men have thus to carry umy luggage as well as me,

Between Abra and this place we went through thirteen villages.
- All -hed-been burnt and some of the houses pulled down, The
distance from Abra to here is ten hours, for nine of which I have
had the honour of walking on my bhare feet. There was no chance

25. Spelling doubtful.
26. Looks like a conventional symbol. Might stand, perhaps,
for ‘'ackies'?
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The pathway was unmade, rough and muddy, with
During the whole journey we

never had even four feet of straight track; it was a case of 'to the left

for two feet, then to the right for three feet,' and so on.

very difficu:
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t, and delays frequent.,

The villaze we are irn now was at one time inhabited by three nations,
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Ly ‘such an arrvngenent .

come Ashantis, I had to pay one gold piece per bunch,2

‘tes and Assins, All traded here. At present, however, there
tants, and the willage has been partly burnt.

left Abra, Barriekie paid me a final visit, and brought me 10
I discovered that these had been tampered
gunpewder adulterated, and I refused to accept thems I asked

7he barrels to the capital, and when I arrive there I will
Latter with the Kinga .

More than two peunds of powder, mcreover,
lemiout lof each barrel.

e has also promised to send after me the gunpowder brought by

d intended as a present from the General at Elumina to the Kings

seen nothing of ite (It is a8 well T had the full details
ents from thé¢ General before I left. Otherwise the King
1y not bel likely to receive all of them!) During the

“he Camp, General Youw Kokroko said he would supply men to

wder to the -capital, out that he and I will both win

But the King will learn uhe truth

001nt1§8

the Journey today we saw abbaco trees ‘and lantas, which yield
“'or planks, -and are

alsa suitable for ships! masts and sparse
ag in this village seems very dear. For a few bananas, which
and even
ain was concluded with difficulty and after much chattering,
eould not buy anything at all, Everything there was
the soldiers.e
aceustomed to so much walking, and it has nade me very sicke
s from a severe headache and pains in the knees. According to
ltis say, I will haye to walk for two days before we reach the
Zra, after which I will be able to. ride againe ‘This news has
aneasy, for I fear the onset of illnesss

“he journey today the rain beat down heavily and it has been

¢ all night so far with fearful thunder and lightmimge The
1ese parts arc not separated much one from anothers

In the villar> of Fossu, (an Assin settlement), 8th Moy 1816,
Todey at six o'clock we began our journey again with renewed
courage. To dsur great disappointment the track was even worse than it

had been yes+

maintaining : 5

devn by stor

Fron Ila
myselfdad
villages at «
nidday rest
flowing stre
We crossed
served as a
could never I
some of whicl
provided a i

¢35 a place by

crday. It war very rugged throughout, and no one seems to be
at all, More than 50 tree~trucks, which had been blovm

iy lay across it, and made our progress difficult and slowe
jua. Mankesu to this place is an eleven hour merch, and I

> whole distance on foot. Along the way there were no

‘1 where we could rest. We therefore halted for our

the side of the track near a wide and swiftly-
1, and there waited for the rearmost bearers to catch upe
s stream by rieans of a tree-truck, which lay across it and
idees Tt muht have fallen there naturally, for meri's hands
we moved it also waded through several other streans,
were Qulte dkep. Tater taken from beneath the Lrlp—etones
derfully clesr and .refreshing drinke

Ve have suffered many nlsfor tunes on this journey. ‘e are hungry,
since nei“her money nor blandishments cam procure us foods Heavy rain
Lite, '; Koning's kruid,
Zg Shor* ol dﬁfb‘%hssggé Feres
29. Guesnwo Co

Script is very cbscure, May be ‘'ackie! again.
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has fallen constantly ahout our ears, and an umbrella is useles
because of the thlckneso of forest through which we have to nove.

I doubt if Robinsomn Crusoc h=d more trouble than we have experienced
.on this Asheanti jourmey. The whole way we have been trudging

(&

jthrough walten WoEten up toour beltsi WAt liastithis Meven iz e
arrived, hungry and exhzusted, at this place. I was sSo tircd il
fell ¢slecp on two chests and did not awakec till mornln T 2

still suffering from a .severe hedd=uhe.7 It is worse tnan any I
have known before.

Tankculnsc Meiehiin QSSlﬂ, 9th May 1816

Wle set off todAy gt 7Zellc llocl< bt maide little PLOEFESS
ﬁy lchs are most painful, and I have blisters on both wmy feeb,
which is very unpleasant. :

*

It rained 2all day, and there was heavy thunder. e hope. to
reach the River Pra tomorrow. le are very hungry. Bating uwnripe
paw—01u530 and green bananas has given my men the belly-ache.

Wrenki, 10th May 1816. QQanL

: We could not _ct rar yesterday, and todny was no better.
I am being held back: by my headaches and. foot bifESTlerSLE S
nndueleythie Straclk vils not.easiers @f 4t - vere, ny men could carry
me.
On the may we saw = huge tiger in the middle of the patA.
He must have been hungry, for he was gwishing his tail fromsside to
sidec in.a fearsome manners. Hé was so.closesthat I. thoug ht of having
a shot at him, but found that my double-barrelled gun was forward
in the coluun with my Tﬁo;y. A finer animal I have never: secn. For
& 1on' time he stared boldly at ws, but seeing us ceme ‘too close
bounded off the track and disappeared in a flash. “

Nebt haiving beens-able to reach the river, we decided to. halt
S forvhic S dayainiithealsSvi e s eyl - cross tomorrow

We

Here the four officers, who were to follow us, caught up with
the ecclunn. Two of them are General Appizah's men, and two ABE -
Barrickie's. /ith them is a dora of the King 131 with a larger solden
pilaite hanbins from his necks He told me he had orders to comduct
me across the river and that the "other three and he32 would accompany
me . to the King's capital. - He has been ‘sent on orders £rom'General
Youw Kokroko, and has with him the 10 barrcls of powder which I recfused
to take delivery of from Barridkie., - I will not disclose what I have
discovered concerning®these barrcls until T am in the presence of
the King. :

Heavytrain untcil l&ate at nighte.

Tjetjeweirij, 11th May 1816, ' Assin.

ile set off this morning at 6 o'clock and reach the River Pra
at ten. While we were resting, a kind of canoe dppearud agd, ferried
us across. . This canoe was of average length, but nazrow, like those

o ‘the®coast Negroes, . Both ends were very squarc. It was, however,

2 wmood canoe and made the crossing with .a heavy 101d.

- . The rivér here:ig~both wide and deep. In the dry.scason its
volume is much less, and from mid-October to March one does not need
a canoce to get across. Small canoes can safcly use it in the dry,; but
at; the prcocnt time they are not pr?ctlcable, because -of rthe rouzsh-
ness of, the waters.

This is a-very large village, Attractlvu i) look 1t‘3nd well
laid out. All Bhe menfolk are away at the war, =zand-.thus theonly
inhabitants are women. One of our guides has sent a man on “zhead to
let the capital know of our arrival here and to find out on which day
we should enter it. We may have to stay where we are for a whilec and
then continue on slowly. The guides tell me they have orders from
Appiah that the caboceers of each village we enter are to provide us with

%O th.,_gagag;n. (Papayas are not quite the same AW-DAWS .

)
s Doree 5 Jined in the MS, I am doubtful about ghc first letter.
2, 8ic. The arithmetic is obsoure here.
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a few

iy Y ! ‘ , receiving is
all we need frees But this means nothing. All we arc recelVilg gold with

. ol mnen
bunches of bananas here and theres I have becn forced to give ny ¢
which to buy their food,

s

Sl

Up to now we have been obliged to issue out a dram or two of Jrj{i{oit O&Oh‘
village we have passed throughs The result is that our 5 chests areu?l_zuheve
being emptieds If I had mot added water occasiomally, the liquor Wo th:i:s i |
out at the Camps However, the two officers whom I sent back to Elmina il
have orders to ask the Gemeral semd me cme or two adgltlonal chestse rfj-nkfi |
is, after all, the mainm solace’ of this kimd of journmeys To each Of; the or'rlceEE
I have given a fathon of cloth and 2 bottles of drinke (I should add thot, when |
we crossed the river, I gave 2 fathoms and a bottle to the fetish priest of Pra.q_{:%
The two officers tried very hard to persuade me to let then have 3 fp:thous of
pamegoed, but’in the end agreed to accept the two fathoms and the.dr:z.nk.r_‘I
promised that, if they brought me my two chests of drimk from‘Elmna, I would
reward them with 6 fathoms of popepoeds They vemt @ff ruttering to thenseclvese

Today we took thimgs easily, amd will leave tomorrowe May the Good God
protect me if T have to travel for long on footd

We are 5 days from the copital mowe ‘The villages hereabouts are quiir:e
exhousted because of the neced to supply the troops which have beem drawn fron
then, and famine rules wverywherce The wife of the cabocecr of this villige
presented me with two chickens ond some yamse I thamked her with a bottle of .
drink, _

Very heawy rain teoday, laesting uwnmbil nightfalle

Assornom, 13th Moy 1816e Assine !

Today I rode im ny harnock from 6 ofclock in the norming umtil 2 in the
afttermooms The road was very muddy and slippery, however, amd the dangers
comsiderables Twice I fell out of the hammoek, but happily toock mo hurts Two
of the bearers have. slight bruizes om the shoulders, and two of the boggage men
hove beem badly hurt through stunbling Wﬁile carrying heavy chestse
Unfortunately we have mo wound—p]r,sters5 with use Several of the men have
beem cut about the body by sharp stickse

X intend to moke a 1list of all the places we have passed through since the |
Pra and will pass. through before we finish our journeye Them I will be able to
tell how many villages there cike hetweemn the Pra and the capitala

We were very humgry agoin 21l todaye No food could be bought in amy of {

|

|

the seven villages we wemt throughe Everythimg is very scarce and very
expensives In this area the distances between willeges are smalls The wife of
the absent caboecer of this ome gave me o chickén and o bumch of bamonas » and
I thanked her with o bottle of drinke i

This village is the capital of the Assins, and the place of residence of
their Kinge The whole ares, however, is now under the rule of the Ashanti
Kinge It scens thot oll the Assims have gone to the war umder the cormand of
General Appisch, h :

Rotie in margin? "MgBs, This willage is not the capitale We shall reach

the capital tomorrow ._'17

Lkrovro th Moy 1816. /lssin

Arrived here after a jouwrmey of nime hours ot about 5 olclocks e left
Assornom ot 6, and come to ‘mzong, the copital of the Assims at cbout 11e L%
ny bearers! ggquest, I disnounted from my hammock and paid nmy respects to the .
King's wifes’~ She was dressed in hor hustepB! s regalis with samdals ong a
long pipe inm her mouth and aceorpamied by a troop of women with gums on their

33s Sieraad, lite 'ormanent!s
3he Lite, pleisters, 'Bamdages! moy be o better tramslatione
35e Probably the Queen Mother rother than the King's wife?
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shoulders. Two other women played on fiutes ond hornse After greeting
her, I went and sat under o Jarge trce nearby in order to receive her
compliments in returns She gave me two chickens and 2 bunches of bonanas,
and I thanked her, on the advice of my guides, with 2 bottles of drinke

After resting for = while we left this capital, and travelled on
for a considerable distonce without stoppinge We had to cross numerous
streams, whose waters came up to our woists and flowed more swiftly even
thon the Pras Several of these streams, indeed, seemed to be fwrdbutaries
of the Pras The last of them we crossed was four feet deep and ran extremely
stronglye Over rivers like these ropes are stretched for travellers o

"hang on toe

Assarman and Anzang villa; es are well built and laid oute The plaee
we are in now is pleasant, tooy We will spend o few nights herce

Monsai, 15th Moy 1816 The last Assin villages
Got under way at downe The track was reasonably dry, though still

bad for hammock travels I must have covered half this journey on my bare
feet & :

: Nothing special hoppened todaye An exceptionally tall mountain rears
~up straight in front of us, ond I expeot we sholl have to go round ite

16tha

We have not advanced todaye The.guides obgested to any ferward
movement until the King's permission has been receiveds They say the
messenge? will be here tomorrow, and will bring orders from the King about
how we are to provceeds

Dompo Assie, 17th May 1816, Ashanti villoges

Today we spent 2 hours climbing the large mountain I mentioned earliery
and took 1 hour to come'dowm ageine The path up was very difficult and
steepe At the summit we found three brooks, which ran with sweet, fresh
watere

We passed through two villages, neither of any consequencee The.
first was colled Quisa and the stpond Fommenae At Quisa we saw a snake
impudently sclize o large chicken oy the neck and try to slip away with ite
This happened in the morket placce The weight of the chiicken hampered the
sneke®s mOvenents, however, and sne of the boys jumped up and guickly
dispatohced ite It was an oxtremely long snake and very beamtiful, I have
had it cleanmecd and will kcep the skims

18th Moy 1816. g

I was up carly this moriving and made ready %o comtinuc the journeye
Onoc ageih, however, the guides ceme to me and sald we could not leave /
urtil the King's answer had becn receiveds They assured me that, if they
were so foolish as to allow me %o procced without permission, they ran a
real denger of losing their heads immediately we arrived in Koemassie and
X, they said, would be unlikely to be rcceived in o friendly manner by the
Kinge I therefore had to be content, and abode by their wishese

On this whole journey we have not scen much tha® one could call
especially remarkablee The distriet wherc we are noWw is very colde I have
noticed, too, that the ‘days secm longer than at Elmina, but one would
need a good time-picce to establish the truth of thisse

19the i :
Nothing happened todaye The messenger has not yet returneds

Adedenassie, 20tha

As a result of strong protests on my part we travelled a little further
today, moking for Akankewe Asies On the woy we me® the men we dispatched
to see the Kinge They brought the welcome news that the King sends me his
best wishes, and assures me that he is awaiting sy crrivael with impatience.




He has decided that ny entry should teke place this comimg Wednesday, -
the 22nd, and T nmust not fail hinm on thot day, He is very pleased the !
General is sending an anmbassador to visit hime

e contlnued, therefore, in high good humour until we reached the
v111aoe belonzing to the King's son, who received us in o friendly manner
and gave us'"ood lodgingse He presented me with o large fat sheep and
10 bunches of bananas, His name is Owoesoc and this place is called H
Adiabens I have written down all the villages from the Pra River onwards [
end will append o list of them at the end of this diarye

Addjabin, 21lst 1816.

Today we started on our way ecarlier than usual because, now the cnd
is at least in sight, we were anxious to get one We passed throuch 9
villages, two of them very large ones. The place we wcre in now belongs to
one of the sons of the late Vice—roy36 of Ashanti, In appesrance this
nan is very like General Youw Kokrokoe. I had the pleasure of spending the
night in his village and of a few hour's conversoation with hime

He gave me o large fat sheep and 10 bunches of bananas as presents,
‘and urged me to visit hinm ajain after I had spent some time with the King
and provided His Majesty would allow it. I have accepted his kind invitation
an@ will certainly visit him egedin if the pressure of business will allowe
I took my leave of him and returned to ny lodgings, but later in the evening
he called on me again and accepted a cup of tee and a glass of gine
He has asked for & whole bottle of gin, and I have promised to let him have
one the day after tomorrows :

e

The King's capital of Koemassie, 22nd lay 1816

Today it looks as if I shall before nightfall have the grcat good fortur
to sce and even to speak with the King of Ashantie Ve began our journey
with this expectation, and arrived at the capitel very early. When we |
arrived at o hamlet called Kockoe, We received orders to halt, while we !
took refreshment, set our clothes in order, etce

Fron now on there are no rnore villases by the side of the track,
Hoving eaten and drunk, we continued on our way, and at sbout 12 o'clock
were met by four sword-bearers, each with n golden sword on his shoulderse
These men grected me in His Mojesty's nonme, and told me that I and my men
must walt for o whikle with them in o small hemlet, because the Generals
and caboceers had not yet arrived at the capitale At this we moved off
the track for o short distance to the left, and were led to o small hamlet
of about twelve housese Here I have concealed all my bagsage, for the sword-
bearers warned me that it would be quite impossible to have my chests
carried throush the great press of people we would meet on our way to sce
the Kinge TWhen this had been done, two sword-besrers went off to report
to the King that I had arrived, and we awnited orders to proceed furtheres
After an hour they rcturned and told me that His Majesty's desire was
that I should sct off immediately because he and his assenbly were waitinge
I thercfore left at once, with the four sword-—bearers leading the waye

When I come into the town itself3 (! what a sisht met ny cyesé The
road wasso full of people that neither sticks nor swords could kcep them
away from mees Meny blows were rained on heads and backs before it was possibll
for ny men to get my hamnock through. We were in this stifling throng for
nore than an houre

Orders then came through that we were to wait until further notice under |
a nearby tree, since the assehbly was not in fact yet ready to receive us, 1
And so we sat under this tree, but the people pressed closer. and closer,
streaming in from all sides in the hope of catching a glimpse of mes After
we had been under the trce for a quarter of an hour, a house was pointed
out to mc as a possible refuge where we night be froe of constant observation |
by the crowd « Ve therefore noved into this housec

364 Sce ne 19, ) {
37« In het voorstadt, litey, ‘into the suburbe! Voorstadt is always a !
difficult word to put into a suitable contexte
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this house and were able to enjoy a moment's peacee

At two o'clock I received orders from L more sword-bearers sent
by His Majesty that I was to present myself at the oapitai, dressed in proper
attiree With all eight sword-beafers leading the way, I set out, reaching
the capital after half an hour's journey. i :

- And what o tumult grected me thered A kins could not have expected

~ more honour than was done to me todays There are more than 50 thousand

people in this place. His Majesty has summoned all the lesser kings fron

the surrounding country side for today's assembly. Everyone of them was
splendidly adorned with zold, and each had .ore than 50 soddiers in his retinue.
There were ¢(olden swords, flutes, horns, and I know mot what else in profusiorn.
At the assembly I counted more than 50 large umbrellas (this figure does

not include small ones.)

When I saw all this, I felt very srateful for His Majesty's courtesy
towards mes I got out of my hammock, and walked from person to person, -
shaking each by the hand until I ceme to the Kinge I bowed to His Majesty
three timese No word was spoken during these proceedingse I must have
shaken the hands of two hundred pecople today. Throughout the ceremony music
was provided by drums, which were in position all around us, and the whole
affair was marked b perfect ordere Bechind the,ling stood at least 100 mem
with muskets, They scemed gquite as well disciplined on parade as European
soldierss 50 or 60 women were grouped around His Majesty, wearing golden
ornaments of great value. But there was so much to see that I cannot now
recall it all,

I also had to pay my compliments to the King's women. They were
standing apart from the men, There were at least 200 of them, all handsome
and decked with large pieces of fetish golds, I did not shkake hands with
them for it is not the customs

His Majesty led me to a raised place under a tall tree where I sat to
receive the appropriate return grectings from the:King and from all his couns=
cillors, generals, captains and otherse And now I experienced the glory
of being a king myself, sitting in such majesty as I would have expected to
find only in Europes There was I, enthroned on a large Negro stool on a
kind of pletform, with ny flag; planted about 20 paces in front of me and
all my men behind. Each king in turn came to greet me, to the accompanimemt
of loud nmusic and great numbers of soldiers, and riding in a sort of basket
under a great umbrella., The kings remained in their baskets until they were
about 10 paces distant from me, when they dismounted with dignity and
advanced towards me on foots INach shook hands cordially #three times amd

them three times againe These proceedinss lasted from 3 o'elock until 6o
Then His Majesty in full splendour came to greet me himself, sitting in a
basket like the others, and accompanied by women carrying swords, golden
basins38, gold and silver water jugs, ctee. e came up to me and shook my
hand three times, For at least 5 minutes he stood looking at me, and then
said, threec times: “Welgone! Welcome! Welconel" and, laughing in a friendly
way, added, "You will do37e I like yous" Then he said once again, "Welcomel™
end withdrew, accompanied by a vast throng of his followers. After this

10 other persons greeted nme, all of thenm dignified by larze umbrellas. It
was past 7 in the cvening before the ceremony ended. His Majestyls

'great linguist' epproached, and told me that I should now follow him and he
would show me my lodginga. He also offered me four jars of paln wine, which
were a prcscnt from the King. I accepted these with pleasure, and set out
for my housee

T could hardly make my way along the street because of the crowds
surrounding mee When I at last rcached my house, I imnediately closed the
door and frced mysclf of the importunities of the public.

38, Iite, gouden punch kormem = 'golden punch bowls'.
39. Iite, Gij zijt mooi= 'You arc nice,! or 'You arc handsome.'
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I saw more than 60 of the most important generals todaye o
General Peekoe (that is, former General, for he is now the First
Linguist) has ‘sent me two jars of palm wine as a present,

23rd May 18164.: :

About 7 ol'clock General Poekoe and two of the royal :
sword=~bearers came to tell me that His Majesty wished to be infermes
today of the objects of my mission. All the state councillors
have been called together for the puspose, I am to hold myself
ready for the King's summonss . : i

‘About 16 ol!elock General Poekoe reappeared and conducted me
in state to His Majesty!s audience, Accompanied by 25 soldiers
I was carried in my hammock very slowly and in a dignified manner
the length of two streets to where the assembly was. I could 4
discern the place from a distance because of the 13 or 14 umbrellas‘
there, I stopped the hammock a little way away, dismounted and
with:my hat under my arm bowed three times to Iis Majesty, who 1
gave me his hand and had me sit down a short distance away from
him, ' I was greeted by his three linguists (all generals) and .
then His Majesty asked me about my mission.s I was about to speak |
when other.linguists came over and told me His Majesty wan ted me ’
closer, So-I approached until I was only astep™ or two distant,
and a stool was uffered me. I demurred, saying it was not lawful
for me to be seated when I was speaking in the name of my
Governmont. Standing before him, therefore, I made this speech
to the Kings ;

"Your Majesty! The reasons which have prompted my mission
are concerned with sewveral yery important matters which it is {
not suitable to mention In public, My duty requires that I should
speak about them to Your Majesty alome, and in the security of
your Palaces Zf your Majesty will al . w it, and will be pleased

-to appoint the time, I shall regard it as a great honour if I
- am permitted to discuss®these important affairs of state with

you later." :

. His Majesty expressed great delight, and answered, "Say no
more. That is' enough, I undefstand you." ,

But I continued, "I have brought with me a few small presents!
for Your Majesby, which come from my master, General Daendels, f
with his affectionate greetings and also wi%h assurances of the
highest esteem from His Majesty, the King of the Netherlands,
I hope your Majesty will be pleased to accept these presents as
a token of my master!s consideration for you., We can speak later
about other matters at a time Your Majesty shall decideo"

:
. At this the King announced that he would receive the presentsi

in his palaceys and the assembly broke up, I set off for my house

to fetch .themj but General Poekoe caught me up to tell me that

he would have_.to accompany me when I conveyed them to the King,

I replied,"Good, Let us go to my house together,"

Haying, collected the prcesents, we went to His Majesty!s
dwellinge¢, We had to go thraugh several builldings before we reache
the King?s own appartments, We found him sitting in the middle
of a large group- of people hich up in a kird of gallemirs L
saluted him, and asked if the presents should be opened, to which
he agreeds, The case containing the staff was opened first, and
I presented the sfaff to the King W th these words, "My master
ordered me to plgee this staff in Your Majestyls ovn hands."

-The King accepbted: his gift with every appearamce of delight

t | L
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and laughed aloud.

g The second present was the umbrella with the two tuffen Lo
which I handed over with a similar speech, His Majesty was
overjoyed, and asked me to put the umbrella back in its case,

saying, "We are only Negroes after all, We could never pack it
in so neatly ourselves,"

] The third was the hats The King took it in his hand, looked
at ity and said, "Well, the Dutch are still the Dutch, Since we
cut o%f the trade route, we have not been receiwing presents like
these from anyones" (I tock this as a good sign, for he made this
remark in an undertone to his immediate circle.)

The fourth was the chest of liquor. I had to take a draft
from every bottle to prove that there was no harm in any of the
contentss

The last was the flag, which I presented with the words, "My
master sald that Your Majesty should place this flag on: top
of your house, as befits so great a Kimg,"

His Majesty said, "But what if the. flag becomes worn?"

"In that case," T replied, "the general will send you
another one,"

And “£he King said, "That is all right then. I will have a
flagstaff made,"

The whole company exhibited the greatest:.pleasure and
satisfaction as a result of this presentatione I took my leave and
returned home.

. A% odight o'clock in the evening. At 7 olclock I was summoned
secretly by His Majesty, who wished me to lmpart to him the
confidential intelligence in my possession. . I set out at once,
and on arrival at His Majesty!s found the following persons
assembled, General Poekoe, General Adoe Akwa Atta, Amanquatia,
[Tllegible/ general of the capital, Quatje Coffie, and three
linguists, His Majesty sat under a large umbrella, with 6 soldiers
behind him, Four lamps were alight, :

After a pause the King gave me a glass of neat brandy. It
was at least four times the ordinary size of glass,

His Majesty asked if I had my paper with me. I answered, "¥es"
Then he sald, "Let me see the paper."
Glving it back to me, he said, "Read,"

I read a few words, but she bﬁoke in, "Yours is not like the
paper I had from Generai Turaine. "

"No," I saide "This is in. dutch, the other was in English."

"Wery well," he saide "Tell me what it all means and what
is the news you bring me."

I therefore consulted my instructions and began to translate
them, article by article, into the Negro tongue.

40, Meaning as yet unknowrm,
41, Spelling doubtful.
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Hilis' Majesty s said,  'het  mouniibey speals Won ol ﬁi

- "Yo, Sir,"I replieds "He cannot be allowed to. Moreover, i |
he would not be able to comprehend the meaning of the Dutch . s w1
- sufficiently wellls" ; s

NContinue, them," said the King. "I will hear yous" -

Thgreupon, I tnanslated word for word everything that my X
instructions  saides At the end everyone present clapped their hands @
together, and exclaimed, "Now all will be wells. This is what we
have wanted fora lomg times" : d

His Majesty was very pleased at my ability to speak his language
and marvelled at it. He said,'"Now we can have a chat with each other
every day. No interpreters will be necessary, and there will be no ®
need for everyone to know what we says!"

I sat awhile longer snd exchanged a few more words with His .
Majesty, then took my leave and went home. ,
olth May 1816 i et ¢

Thi's morning I saught permission to ask a reguest of His . .
Majesty and this was {mmediatély, granted. I dressed myself and wenft
to pay my calle His Majesty was most friendly and, sliowing me some
silver ware, asked why such beautiful things were not sent to him -
any more., 1L realized that these were the presents the Dutch Governmen:
had given him from time to time in the paste. - .I replied that the
recent lengthy war had prevented the importation of such things, but®
now the sea route was open again the General would be bringing goods
of this kind out again and would send some to His Majesty. I also °
mentioned that the Ashanti " envoys had asked in Elmina for a silver
cup and that the General had told them that he waald sehd for one.
AeislaiisNERESEMal eiSibyieiphe sis e diis sl Sifelc i 1o Iy N IS
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A About the shortage of the 9 Zillegib1§7 of gumpowder the King
has complained unceasingly, thaigh I have pointed out to him that
the whole cargo has not ye% arriveds: He shoald semd to the Camp
Immediately for the remaimder. 7 R L

I stayed at home for the rest of the day. I.had been told that"
I shauld not venture out until the King had sent someome to accompan
me on a round to the state dizmitariese The need to conform to ™
custom thus restricted me to my house.

25th May 1816

Note im margint MToday received presen ts from King -- three
o'clock,/ - 2 R

(5

Yesterday evening the King warned me through General Poekoe to *
hold myself in readiness today and awdt the arrival of his
representatives, who would then conduct me araind. the citys I am to
pay my duty calls on all the generals, captains, cabocecrs, etc.

Two sword=bearers duly arrived, accompanied by others of the Kingts §
entourage, and we made the rounds. The whole proceeding must have
lasted a good 4 hours. According to a list I kepty we visited 58
personss They were mostly the King!s brothers, sisters, nephews , Y
uncles, etc., and various generals and other dignitaries, 'I had to
travel the whole distance in my hammocks :

I had hardly been at home for tem minutes:ﬁhén.word was brought
that the King wanted to sece me again, I immediately went to the
palace where I found him seated among his councillorss We shook



hands and I was gSkod to sit dowvne The Haguist called Adoe Say brought
e & bottle of drink,

The King said, "Tell me again about the Coumany palavere This matter

must not be put off, Ve must send messengers to Apia, for I heve not told-
hin to attack Commanye™

I took out my instructions and:read out (in translatlon) the article
~dealing with Commony. I described the close bonds there now were between:
the Dutch and the English nation., I also told the Klng about the' unlewful
rule over Elmine which Mr, Nieser has obtained. by giving prcsents to the
ferregrendes, I soid thot Nieser and the terregrondes had conspired together
_to send Koema to Appia —— entirely without the Ikmpiled.e of the General,
“their naster — in order to persuade Apia to capture Commcny el estakil @bl
the inhabitants. I said the General was very incensed about this, and had
sent ne to Apia to tell him that he nust teke no action whatever against
_Commany. Coena's message to Apia was dispatched quite contrary to the - -
“General's wishese Since Apia had given me no precise or definite answer
concerning the affair, I was now requesting His Majesty to send word at once
to stop any action by hime We were completely united with the English nowe
If any harm came to Commany, the Generel would be angry and would be forced
to intervence

. To all this the King replied, "But what do the Ncgroes themselves say?®

I thereupon told him the truth, and did not minee i tters. The Negroes
of Elmina, I said, were so illedisposed that, without any reference to their
naster, the Genéral, they had conspired with the 'king and emperor,!

Mre Jon Nieser, to send = message to General Apia, urging him to attack Commany
and slaughter the inhabitants, This had much distwrbed the Generdl, my mastew,
and he had sent me to Apia to tell him to pay no attention whatever to this
messages « Apia, however, although I pressed him, had given me no satisfaction
_in the,mattere I therefore was now requesting His Majesty to dssue orders
designed to cancel any projected attack on Commenyy, and to issue them with all
spoed. ‘ A

~ The Klng appeared to be more or less angry with Apia, and said, "I did
not Send Apia agoinst Commany, but nerely to seek for Cudjo Koemu, Saffroku
and Krala, T will dimmediotely dispatch 2 sword—bearers to stop him. Youytoo,
nust send someone to Elmina to let the General know of what my message to Apia

 consists. I will herc and now say all there is to be said in the presence of
Ny young men," i

: He then made the following speech to the sword=bearers: "Today you will
go to the Campe You will tell Apia thot I-did not order him to make any attock
on Commany, but merely to track down and capture Cudjo, Koema, Saffroku ond
Krala, who have done injury to mes No atback must be made on Commany ot the
requést of the Elminas and without the knowledge of the Generale A king's
orders are to be obeyed; those of his subjects are mat, * Why did he, Apia, not
comply with the request of the envoy the General sent to him% ‘He is to obey
. no orders except those that come from the. General at Elmina. If he disobeys ne,
the result will be on his owm heads Tell hin fhat I do ‘not wish to sece any
more disunity betwecen the English and the Dutech, and that, now we are at peace,
I wish no horn to the Englishe Tell Apia to scnd someone to Elmine to finish
this palaver ~nd to write o letter to the English imforming thenm that, if the
Comnany people give back to us the Fantes who have taken rcfuge there, there
will be general pecce —— we kmow that Anocamoceond lottje are concezrled there
and are being protected by the Coimanys —-= but if they do not: do this then we
will force them to give the refugccs upe Tell Apis that there is only one king
of BElmina and that is the Generale. He alone can give orders and no onc. else,
Tell Youw Kokroko thet I did not send him $outh to fight agrilist Commeny,but
to find out where Apis wase Tell him to listen only to the orders of the
General of Elmina, If the Genernl says, Stoy hercl' he i1s to sﬁﬁy,and if the
General says, 'Do this,! he is to do it. Vhen the Yeneral of Elmins says
anything, it is just the s~me as if I were saying ite"

When His iinjesty has finished delivering this nessage, I asked hin about
. the, mbbting\ot Dinkirg.in Septenmber. He snid the Bommoany palaver was o more
wurgent” QLttcr. He'x :oulﬂ, honevur, think about the other and would later ask me
to communicste his views' to the Generat, Nothing ‘could be done, 1n any case,
untll the Messcngers had rcturneds
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During the three days we have been here we have certainly meo¥ lacked for
ralm winee The King sends me every day four Jars of 5 gallons."*z

26th Moy 1816, : S e i

Barly this morning, at six o'cleck, I was sumnomed by His Majesty and
asked to write a letter to'the Generals, I sent for paper, pem and ink and
wrote it at omce inm the palacee It contaimed a request to the General fron
the Kinge The King asks that, at the first opportumity, an order be sent %o
Burope for some lemgths of old Dutch chinmtz, some plaim red, hlack amd greem
velvet (from Holland also), some medicimes and a quantity of sugar. The last
two are te be brought back by the bearer of the letters :

I domwt know who told these people that tea is the best cure for all
illnessese His Maojesty and his eldersh3 are slways asking me for tea, and I
have brought only a small quantity with me. I dare not tefuse fhe requests,
and my supply is exhaustede I have therefore besought the General, in the
samp letter that’'I have writtem to him on behalf of the King, to favour me with
a few poumds by returm.. :

Having some spare time this evening, I take the opportunmity to record that
this place is very lorges Therc are ot least 60,000 imhabitants, The streets
are very clean and straight, and the houses excellemtly built, The latter arc
foivly tall, but mostly of one storey omly. They are constructed of wood.
There is molt mueh plasPer—work, but whet there is has -been very neatly dones ‘
The emtrances of some of the houses are so oddly mede that ¢ o o oFF i

. The King's palace is very large and grand, particularly when one remembers

that it is situated so far in the bushe At Elming I have heard it said that the -

King of the Ashantis has gold and silver doors, ' This is not true, though he
does possess & small window, one and a half fect by one -ffoot, which has its
‘Beams overlaid with gold. And it is the same with the tsilver doors!ekd It

is very true, howewer, that the King is very rich indeed in gold, silwer and
other metals. Yesterday, when I visited him, I counted 60 goldem bells and o -
more than 60 golden plates suspended from the necks of verious slaves. The:
King himself had a chain round his neck, st lecast 3 e¢lls long and entirely
composed of 'imitation melmis bushes.'4© /fnd on the second occasion that

I visited him, he had on another chaim which was decorated with all manner of
shells, animels, etc. Sewm on to his shoes were large pieces of gold and om’
his right hand four pieces of gold which topether must have weighed ati least

50 ouncese [idorning his whole body were sertainly 100 ctnces of golde The
stool he sat on was partly covered with gold; the: arms were of that metal amd
the heads of the nails likewises In o word, there was gold everywhere. Each
slave nust have had a goad five oumces around his mecka :

. When I had finished writing the letter for the King this morming, he said
to me, "Today I am going to tell all nmy elders the contemts df the message
you have writtemes There is mo hornm in my doing sce If I do not tell them,
they will say I do not trust thew, I an their master, but it is wwise to let
then become dissatisficd." Thereupom he sunnomed all the generals and had his
linguists tell then the contemts of my instructioms. They all expressed
thensclves contenteds i -

I think the King intends to begin construction of the great road f\t-o the
coo,sj“ybof ore the end of the rainy scason. I gathered as much from one of the

42, The word 'each! follows 'galloms?! in the MS, but has beem crossed out.

k3o Idte, grobeme

Lo " o o mem welpangen op pleinem uitlopende, zig zelve dikwijls niet meer
weet uit te helpen," ‘Most obscurc.

4be Obscurcs

46, Lite, nogemnokbe melnis struikems
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linguistse

When I first arrived here I told his lMajesty that during my stay I
would be entirely at his service and thot this was ny master's desire.
(There is nothing in my instructions on the subject, it is true.) His
Majestyywas very pleasedto hear me s=y thisy and remarked, "So long as .
you remain here, you also are a kinge You are my child, I will certainly
ask you to do what I require." I said that .since he was a Dbtchman at heart.
and had always re arded the Dutch as his brothers, and since, noreover, I served
the Dutch King, I was completely ready to obey his orders. This statement ot
mine gave him espeeial pleasure, and he said again,"You are my son and my brothere?

Present received from Poekoos

27th Moy 18164 . : i
Y paid some offiecial calls this morning, and greeted s'ﬁx?e L2 people,

While on my rounds I saw a eunuchs He was as fat as a Dige I also saw

some women who had been mutilated for disobediencej their ears, noses, and )

even their lips had been cut offs I have nmever seen the like and the sight  °

affected me deeply. Some of the wounds were quite freshe - i

Presents receiveds

28th Moy 1816, :

Presents received, See liste -

The weather being bad today, I did not go oute The faet that it rained
all: day, however, did mot prevent the usual crowd of sightseers from
visiting me. During my stay here no day has gone by without at least.
2~300 people callinge I regret most of all that I have mo more drink to give
my visitorse On most days ome of the caboceers brings me some palm wine,

Sent my own presents to the Kinge : A5 g

29th Moy 1816, i 3 ; '
Today is 'Good Wedmesday! for the Ashantis. Everyone goes 1o

congratulate the King on this holy and propitious day, and so I went tooe

As soom as the King sow me comimg, he stared at me very threateningly.

I saw his look, but wemt up to him and it was soon clear that he was .pleased

I had come to greet himes He gave me his homd and said, smiling, "thanmk you

for yesterday," and told the assembled compamy whet X had sent hime '

Then he raised his hand and all the big drums, horns, etc. began to
playe Amid the dim he poimted to a seat opposite him, and immediately I sat
down the music stoppeds Soon the King stood up again to return to his housce
The music played until he had disappeared, ceascd while he wes in the house,
and began as soon as he came backe Hardly had he rcsumed his seat when his
four limguists brought me a very large sheep and a bottle.of drink, and presented
them with the Kimg'!s complimemts (though His Majesty was present and sitting
directly in fromt of me)e I mow had to take the sheep away, but first went
hat’ in hamd to thank the Kinge After a short time all the caboceers stood up
and took their leavee« I did the same, amd returmed homee On arrival there
I found that, as usual, paln wine had been providede -~

. 3

During the afternoon I went out with the intention of visiting some
farmshBand learming something about the local agriculture. I anm not
competemt to say much about the soil myself, not having the necessary

k7« Iite, 'fat o5 o mole'ls
48 Tuinen, Lite, 'gordens's
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knowledge; such an investigoationm should be carried out by an intelligent
and experienced formere Bamanas, however, appear to grow well everywheros
Indeecd, they are to be secn in such abundance that I can hardly think the
soil is infertiles I can say with certainiy that from Assin right through
to here the guvil is very red and stonys More than this I cannot saye

More presents received at midday. See my gift schedules

General Poekee and the linguist, Adoeszij, ceme to ask if they might
buy cloths I could net easily let them make any purchases, because none
of my cloth is really £8r sales At their pressing request, however, I gave
Poekoe o whole length,*” reckoning half of it as a present and charging
for the other half four English gold piecess To Adoesaij I gawe 4 fathoms
of cloth as a presents One of the King's children saw me handling cloth
and wented to buy 2 fathoms, which rcquest I could not refuse, and made
him a present of that amounte

Three of my hemmock men have asked for advances of cloth to be debited
against the wages they will receive on cur return to Elminoe. I have grented
this request, and have givem them 7 fathoms, worth 7 é;bnventional syribo
of goldo5o‘

30th lMay 1816,

More presents received today. See the gift schedulee

In the affermoon o fumeral custom was celecbrated and I went to sece its
To my sorrow I had to watch a fine healthy youth done to death at the inter-—
ment: of the corpses This spectacle was very horrifying, at least to anyone
who values life, but the Ashantis looked on without betraying any emotione
As soon af the Kimg arrived on the scene the youth was brought forwarde
His right hond was held firmly in o block bf woods)t A dagger had been
thrust through one cheek and out the other, so that he could not talk or
cry outs In this miscrable ond harrowing stote he passed close in front
of mey and I was greatly affected by what I saws I could not, however,
abate his suffering. He wes then teken to a positiom facing the King im
the middle of the open space vhere the custon was to take places After
some ten minutes his right hand was b off with a large breadknife. He
at once fell down, amd the same knife was uscd to sever his head from his

bodye

-The Kimg asked me if I was not afraide I said I was not, but that
the sight distressed me. "Oh," said the Kinge "This is nothings It
heppens here quite frequemtlys® I learmt from bystemders that this very
norning two men and & women hod net their deaths in the same waye

1st June 1816,

I visited the King todsy and obtained samples of the chinmtzes and
velvets he requires, I will keep them to send to the General when
opportunity offerse Otherwise, no news, except that some more presents
came and I have added them to my schedulea

éﬁhrginal insertfem: "Nothing happened on the 3lst Maoye"

2md June 1816,

Today I had the homour of a visit from His liajesty, which %ook me quite
by surprises He had his new steff inm his hamd, and was accompanied by more
than o hundred mew, bearing guns banded with gold, swords, gold cups,
shells, etce TWe sat together for a quarter of an hour, and then His Majesty
continued his journeys U

49. Guessworke Dutch reads: een prse. lang. De

50e This symbol looks like: 'E11l'
51s Lite, zijm regter homd in een grote blok,
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This is the first visit I have had from the Kings Very socm after
he had left one of Kis sword-bearers came back to my house to summon me
to the presences I caought the King up while he was still in the strcets
He said to me, "Come, my boy, come with mes" When We reached the paloce,
he gave me 2ll his silver ware and asked me to have it cleaned. This I
agrecd to arranges

3rd June 1816,

Nothing occurred todays General Poekoe invited my boy to spend the
night gambling with him, which I alloweds

liore presents received, though of little consequence. I am begin-
ning to get a little rest nowy ond am not so tired as I was o while agos

Lth Junc 1816.

No newss Some presents of gold and bananas reccived, but little
of either.

5th Junc 1816.

This morning the King sent for me to tell me ebout the death of
Cudjo Coeme. The excellent nature of this news prompted His Majesty

to offer me o glass of gine®2 Qur arinks ceme from one of the chests I
had brought him, which before today he had not broached., The body of
Cudjo Coecma has been sent to Generel Apia.: The jubilation is general,
for now the Fentis will open the trade route to everyonce. The news
arrived last night,

6th June 1816.

One of the hammock men is chronically ill and I am nervous lest

he should die here. I have scnt hin back to Elmina with 12 days'
maintenance.

Otherwise, nothing happened.

No news. ©Sone presents receivede.

8th June 1816.

This afternoon I was sitting quietly in my house when I was
sunnoned by General Poekoe and offered, im the name of the King, o very
young girl for my wife. I accepted her with the greatest pleasure.

She is o nice girl, and will dispel my boredom by keeping me company,
at lesst for half the day. Poekoe says thot I may teke her with me to
Elmina, but whether she has’been given to me as a present or merely to
help me get through the empty hours here, I do not .know.

Otherwise no newse. Présents rceceived.,

9th June.
Nothing happened.,

10th June.
Nothing heppened. Some prescnts received.

11th June.

Nothing hoppened. Prescents received.

;.zi:h June .

This morning I learnt from Pockoe that the cow which he has been
sheltering for me is about to die. I sent some boys to fetch the animal,
ond had it killed to provide a menl for 21l my men. For my own part I
did not dore to eat any of the meat. Because disease is so rife. I have
been compelled to kill o sheep every day from the 9th to the present.
A1 would otherwise have diede

52, Lit., ﬁ;%te'ﬁehcééo
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13th June.

No news.

lhth Junc.

This morning the King sent for me and showed me the c(ptnred wife,
child and sister of Cudjoc Coemae. They looked very miserable and starved,
and could hardly stand upright. They will all be killed. "hile I was
there, they were being interrogated cbout various motters which I could
not properly understond. i : \ :

Othervise, no nevwss

15th June.

Today I once again had the privilege of speaking with the ﬁing. i
took the opportunity to ask him for his decision regerding my missions
He said, "I will let you know my answer efter this coming Adaiji (or: !Good
Sundoy'), and will also fix o day for your departurc. Stay with your men
neanwhile, You are always welcome, and I om pleasod you are here., If
you went away, when agein would I have such a good friend neﬁr rne?
Bverything is going very well," He spoke in so friendly a fashion that
I could not say any more. But I did tell him that it would be very
pleasent for me to know how matters stood regarding my mission, for then I
would wait more easily, since the General had ordered e o send my men
back if it appeared T would be declayed a long time. But he said merely,
"After this Adeij you will know everything."

16th June.

Today being 'Good Sunday'! or Adeij, the dignitaries of the neighbour-
hood have assembled in 21l their glory. The King did ne the honour of
inviting me to accompeny hin ond his clders?3. o the fetlsh—plﬁce. I
accepted his offer and rode there beside General Pockoe,

then we arrived ot the outer gate of the fetish-place, everybody sat
down on one side, while the King alone, with Poekoe and the linguists,
entereds I remained outside and did not dere go in. For such temerity
people have hed their heads cut off before nowe ‘e sat for aboulb half an
hour, and then suddenly the music b”gan and everyone stcod up to greet the
Kinge TFirst Poekoe came out, with the others, ~nd after them, the King,
who was in his full glory and covered with large pieces of gold. He sat
in his basket.ok The men with him numbered more than a thousand.

I was to onc side, with ny hermmock by e and. my hat in my hand.
“hen the King, travelling in his basket, arrived opposite ne, he halted
and considered me for ten or fifteen minutes. Then he put out his hend,
shook mine, 2nd seid, "S8ir,55 yemain by my side.” And so'we went on
together, Then the company reached the palace, the King sat under a
large tree, and accepted the grcctings of his elders, one by one.

On this festivel day I was able to see the true magnificance of the
King of the Ashantis, and of the senior general, Amcnguatia, and of
Quatje Coffie, Pockoe, Adoecn Atta éﬁhort 1llegible pa ssgge;7, etcey etca

Then the greetings were over, the King stood up, disappeared for a
noment, and returned with 2 sheep, which were led in behind him. He gave
one to me and one to the ambassador from Nalabar. This ombassador has
been here since before the ermy left. He is a king, but has in all this
time had only one audience with His linjesty of Ashanti. They say he may
well be kept here a2 whole year before he receives anothers,

"hen we had finished our drinks, the King stood up and we all
accompaniced hin to his palace, entering by one door and leaving by anothera.

The assembly then broke upe

530 Lito, E£9t§nm
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I am not in a position td say that the King of Ashanti is a man who
knows what he is aboute. He can argue likc o lawyer. His disposition
is a happy one, and he engages in much joking and raillery. He is a thick
set man, and well covered. When he is scated, he is surrounded —— even
when there is no assembly -~ by more than a hundred prinoes.57 A1l of
these men have an elephant's—tail switch in their hands, and they watch to
sec that not so much as a fly alights on the King's bodye. VWhen he spits,
they wipe the floor with their fingers (as we do with our feet), and they
are so quick to perform this task that they almost fight for the privileges

17th Junc, 5 1
Nothing happened. Some presents received from the senior general,
Ananquatiz, as-per the gift schedule.

18th June,

Today I again had the honour &f o visit from the Kinge He came
especially to ask me to write a letter to the General, enclosing some
pieces of chintz and velvete I said that I would willingly do this, provided
he gave me some indication of how my mission was progressing and how I
should arrange matters with regard to my men, I pointed out that the
‘charges which Elmina will have té pay for their mointanance are growing
daily. I also said that I wished to know whether or not the King intended
to go to Dinkira to meet the General. If he did, then it would be appropriate
for me to send my men back to Elmina, The King replied,"I will talk to
you a2bout that tomorrow. Neke sure you are ready to toke leave of me,for
Yhe who goes out on legitinmate business cught not to remain out long,'S
and this is true above all in matters of such great importance as we are
considering now," He then talked swhile about the cleaning of his silver
ware, and sent for L spooms and 4 forks. These he gave to me, together
with a larfe salver, amd requested that my boy should clean them, After.
this he left. ’

19th, ,

: About 7 o'clock this morning General Poekoe came to request, in the
King's nane, that I accompany hinm td the palace, because the King was
holding a council and wished me to be presente I set out at once with
Poekoe, and am arrival ot the palace found assembled the most senior
generals, Quatje Coffic end Adoen Atta, and the three linguists, with the
King ot their heade I took my seat next to Poekog'se

At first we talked about the ware The King told me that he would
not be able to go to Dinkires He said that, if he did 30, it would be
the ruin of Dinkira and 2ll the surrounding villages. Even in his own
cepital, he said, he could not mowe down the strect without thousands
of people accompanying hirly He proposed, however, to begin
constructing the road from his capital through Dinkira and Wassaw at once,
on the one condition that I wrote by express post to the General to setle
a small dispute which had arisen between Ashanti end Wassawe This dispute
had not been caused by Ashanti, but rather by the people of Elmina,

Sonme time ago the Elminas had sent envoys by sea to Accra59 and thence
overland to Ashanti, bringing a request from the Chief of Eluninz and his
terrcgentes that the Ashantis should be sent to fight the Fantis and the
Wassawse The grounds were that these two nations were hoping to murder
the chief and terregentes of Elmima, and burn their towm, He had been
putting off sending his soldiers to punish the FPantis and the Wassaws,

F?e Princem « This word can also meam 'prizes!, and perhaps the sense
here is 'slaves'.
58e Lite, want die voor goeden zakem uitgaot, moet niet lamg uitblijven.
. on Ashant proverb?
59 Reading doubtfuls
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gince it was by no means his wish that thesc nations should suffer so
grievously at thc hands of an cnemy, but now the situation had. changede

The Wassaws had recently confiscated some prescnts the Elminas were sending
to him, as King of Ashanti, ond had turncd the Elmina envoys back, refusing
to allow them to come to sce him. He was thereforc somewhat angry with

the Wassawse

There were,, however, no other 1nportant palavers outstanding and, in
order that cver thlng nigh’ be arranged conveniently and without delay
wished me to séyd o lotter as soon as possible by the hand of his AcraefJ
to the Goneres This letter is to state that if the Gemeral wants the road
built quic then, on receipt of the letter, he is to send somgone to the
Wagsaw caboceer to discuss the whole matters The cabocecr is to be asked
if he has any other palaver with the Ashantis and, if the answer is, Yes,
whether such palawers can be dealt with by the Generale The Wassaws nust
make apology to the Ashanti King, and drink an oath im the prescnce of the
King's roprescntativese This oath will bind the Wassaws to settle all
natters peacefiilly with the Kinge They nust further swear that, when the
envoy has zovuzod /irom lhis DiSSiOE7{ the King will be eble to begin the
construction of the road without any interference, and all parties may then
live and trade in peace one with anothers L If these things are duly sworn,
the King will imnediately bogin preperations for making the roads All the
naterials are ready, and the nen to do the job have bcen assigneds The King
hopes to start on the Poad this month. It is only the matter of the assuronces (
that nus® be obtained fron the Wassaws that is delaying hin, since without
these he cannot allow the worlk to proccede

. POth,

The King sunnoned ne apain today and, through his linguists, told me
that he hns detailed a nunber of officers and men to begin building the roa
at oncee If anlyy Wassaws cause trouble, 62 ne has ¢dven orders that they are ( ,
to be destroyed. He asked ne what I.thou/ht’of this plame I replied that,
since it was the General's desire that all existing palavers should be
nininized as much as possible and that there should be no bloodshed, the @
King nust not on any account carry out this schemes The Gencral had come
to Africe; o bring peace to the whole country in sa far as was in his
power, and had no wish to spilt bl .Al. The Gencral would certainly open
the trade routes and would :do so withoul ruinimg the Wassaw country by
sending ernies dnto ite

At this the Kimg withdrew for a moment with his councillors and, on
their return, I wos asked where the General desired to have the roads I
answercd, "Betwecen Commonij ond Elmina, though nmore towards the Elmina sideg
then running through Great Commanij to Asamonkoem Village, Epon Village,
Odekoe Villn: ge end Sanka as far as Brunicoems, and then along the broad
plain bohind Cn nd’s plantation, and through tbc Joutb3 villages to Elmina. C
He then indicated that the King was most desirous to begin the project at
. once and to drive the Wassaws out of their country., He said thot everything
would be carricd throush to a conclusion and that he would do ~and that he y
would do what his master had ordered., It would Eot be necessary for the
Wossaws to be actunlly removed from their honese

The King, however, was not yet satisfied, and hold another council to
reconsider what I had saide IHec then announced that he did have a palawer

60 Propunnbly Okr<n &
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that must be settled with the Wassaws, and that the road could not be built
without fighting, Having thus chamged his mind again, he proposed that I should
write to the General to inform him of the serious nature of this palaver, and
in my letter that I should suggest that the Wassaws swear an ocath in the
presence,of the Ashanti Accra at the General's fort (he did not say how this
could be arranged) to the effect that they had nothing against the King of
Ashanti; thay they would render satisfaction to him if the palaver should be
settled; that, if the Wassaws promised this, the Gemeral would himself receive
what they offer by way of compemsation Z;hd transmit it to Ashant§7; and them
the King will order the road to be built; and that there shall be no inter=
ference in this road=building on the part of the Wassawss Not to cause trouble
will be the best course for the Wassaws to adopt; otherwise, they will bring
such ruim on themselves that they will newer recover from ite

My letter to the General is also to say that word mgst be sent to the Wassaw
caboceer, Entceffer, to inform him that the Gener:l will be building a full
scale road through his country, and that if he shows the least enmity as a result
of this he will pay for it with the loss of his villagese

I would not have opposed the King's desire to punish the Wassaws had I
not been convinced that they are amongst the best customers we haves I could
not have ansvered for it, if an army had been let loose on people who have had,
continuous commercial relations with us and who have never failed to come to
visit us even in time of troubles

A11 these matters having been thoroughly aired, a further meeting was
arranged for tomorrows 5 ' :
2lste

The Wassaw palaver was resumed today, and everything discussed yesterday
was agreed toe The decision is that tomorrow the messengers will depart for
Elminz to arrange for the oathtakimge They will be there in 9 or 10 days, and
will suggest to the General how the palaver should be settleds

Seizimg this moment as my opportunity, I earnestly besought the King to
allow my bearers to return to Elmina too, but he would not hear of ite He said,
"So long as you are here, you must be carried wherever you goe® After much
persuasion, however, he did agree to allow half of my men to departe When T
got back to my house, I werned the men concerned to be ready to leave tomorrow
for Elmina, My announcement was greeted with mony expressions of discomtemte
I explained that the costs of our continued stay here were already too high and
were rising higher every doy, and that there was not enough for so large a body
of men to dos I said, too, that I could not risk keeping them any longer,
because I might be obliged to poy out of my own pocket all wages due when we
all eventuslly returned to Elminae There wes la long argument. In the end,
seeing thaet I could achieve nothing by persuasion, I debailed the slaves®™
and the three free negroes to remaim behind to carry the hammock and act as
porters for my baggage, and ordered 13 men without further prevarication to return
to the coaste I alse said that, if they refused to go, I would withold their
Elmine allowances and maintenance from tomorrow onwaerdse They reconciled
themselves ot lest to departings.

22nd :

Today the King came to sce me to ask if the letter for Elmina was readye
T said it wast, and had slready been scaleds I showed it to him, and in his
presence gave it to my messenger, The messenger had zlready been handed my
golden chain and stoff and was -to get off at migddays

65. Idte, londsslovene
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The King had my boy sent to the palace and ‘there rade hin, together
with his own Accra, swear that they would be in Elmina within 9 o 10 dayse
He gave then 3 Z dec:.phcrabl] of gold for their subsistencee

2521'&0 s
I have not tasted a2 drop of gin for #en or twelve dayss I asked

the King today if he would let me hg.ve back one of the bottles I had
earlier presented to hige He sent me, however, a bottle of watered rum,
which I accepted and passed on to my meme Otherwisec, no newss

The King says that the Gemeral must keep o thousand of the best gums
for him: .two each for 500 nen, !

2hth June 1816.
The King sent for me to tell me that he has had to halt the express
nessenger I had sent to Elgina at a place about three hours from here to

await receipl of & vessel ‘% he is having pade out of wood a5 a present
for the General esssee®l
25%h,e

Today in the aftermoon the King, accompanied by General Poekoe, cene {
to sce mes They brought with them the glasform His lMajesty mentioned
yesterdaye They waited while T packed it up, and asked me to write the
General o letter mbout ite Them both the present and the letter were
dlspwtched with ny boy, and when the King and Pockoe had secm this dome,
they lefte

28th. h ] : o]
Fron the 26th until today, no newse
29th, i L

This evening the nam returmed whon I had sent to Elmina on the 26th
of last month with a letter for the Gencrales He brought with hin a reply
fron the General, which ordered me to inquire the King's intentions and
then return to Elmina. If however, the King for any reason wishes to retain
ny ser\ricesv, I an to stay a while longers

Having read the General's letter I made a full report of its contemt
Yo the King, including the remarks concerning the reprehensible behaviour
of General Appichs I explained that the General wes requesting that strict
orders be sent to the Ashantis encamped near Elnina telling them to withdraw
from that region, because they were achievivig no useful purpose theres
I also spoke about the palaver of Amonannoe, Coema and Motje, and explained ©
that, in the General!s opinion, the King had been completely misled about
their behaviours Apia, too, has not been obeying the King's orderss. To
all this, His Mojesty listemed with astonishment, and shook his head to
indicate his displﬁasure';

I handed over to he King the sugar, tea, medicines, etcs, thot had
acconpanied the Generals lettere. He was delighted, and thanked me fé&r the
trouble I had teken with half an anker of rum for ny own usce -

50th,
Nothing happencds 3 : ; b
31st July 1816. : : e %o

Nothing happened.

2nde
Today the King visited me, but imparted no information as to wha'l_; he
wishes to do following the receipt of the new orcers from the Generale

66e Lite, com glese
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He sald to me, "Will the Genpral really ccoe heye?" I replied that the Gemerel
would certaimly do soe » :

’

3rde

The King said to me today that I must rcrmein here until an answer comes

back fron Elmina. concerming the Wassaw palavers After that I will be allowed
to leave at once in order to report to the Genersl, '

I have to record that some very serious rumours have been circulatinmg
here these past three days. Thel are being spread by certian Ashantis who
have returned from the coast. Some soldiers among them affirm that Mra Jen
Nieser and the Elmina terregentes told them (giving it out as positive truth)
that Ueneral Daendels was a very bad mam, who had been sent out from Holland
to meke o dupe of the King of Ashanti; that General Daendels proposed to
murder the whole Elmina population with gums; that he had not come here to
trade, but to mislead the peoples of Africa; that he had sent me as his envoy
to trick the Ashanti King imlio building a great road through the Wassaw
country; that, when this road has been finished, the Genecral would be able,
together with the Wassaws, to plunder the gobds and murder the men and women
of the Ashanti nation; and mgny similar “dnecitenents and villainiese In all
this lore Nieser, bush nigger®® that he is, is in alliance with the foolish
dimewitted elders of Elmina, men who constantly oppose the Government and
always seek to set themselves above it, and who are unable to realise that
in time of war.it is only the Govermment that can keep an enemy away from
then and protéct theme In connmexiom with hese unworthy rumours, I take
lecave ta.chssrve that Mr, Nieser is a bad servent to the Government, and
has long descrwed to'be brought tc booke He is a gallowsbird (though he
nay well die in his bed as an honest nam), and on one pretext or another
is very likely to be killed socner or later by his own people, just as he
hinself nade away with President Hogemboorie

Anong other things he has told the Abamtis thet B intemds to arrange
for the 'sword of the seven quarters! to be taken out of the hands of Aden
and given either to Quandaha or to the bonko known as Konnua, He intends
doing this beca use the General is so intimate with Adam and discloses seerct
matters to hinm alone, and never to Mr. Nieser., Mr. Niescr also seys that
he has found a way to d-mage the General's reputetion with the mnegroese. It
ig therefore fortunate that the General has the greater part of the negroes
on his sides Otherwise Mr., Nieser's statement to the %erregentes that the
Gemeral had sent me to the King of Ashanti to ask for troops to come and
nurder the Elminas would undoubtedly cause panic among the common peoples
If they émce became convinced that the Ashantis were about. to attack them,
they would almost certainly try to get in first, and would nurder the Gemeral

and &) his officials before the latter even knew the reason for the attack
on theme

¥y advice to General Daendels is to carry the attack to Mre. Nieser,
and demamd a disclosure of all his dealings with the negroes. Then the
General will see Mr, Nieser for what he is gnd always has been. The Negroes
have long wished to banish lMr, Nieser from the tovm -- he has already been
drivem for cver fron Accra -- but dare not do so for fear he mey be under
* the General's protection. If it were not for this lr. Nieser would have
been dealt with in the time of General de Veer. A word from the General
and the gums brought to readiness would be quite enough to deliver -
Elmima fron Mre Nieser, though this should not be attempted unless there
are trustworthy soldiers in the fort and a warship in the roads with

68s Lite, wilde neger The translation is not o keppy one, perhaps, but
this is what a coastal mulatto might well heve szid, had he becen speaking
Ehlglish.
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cannon—balls able to overmwe the towme

There is not one nesro in Elmina who has not some complaint to make
about Nr., Nieser. Every negro would like to sce him gonee He is thought
to have suborned half the garrison, which is why I refer to the need for
a warshipe

th

Nothing happenede

9ths

From the 5th until today nothing of consequense occurredd I
continually hear runours about the behaviour of Mr, Nieser, who is saying
that the General has not come to the Coast to do good but to bring disaster
to ewerybodye. It is also said that the General Bas invited the Elmina negroes
into the fort for a palaver, though on what subject I have not been Gtolde
I much hope that this latter rumour is not true, for I have no doubts about
the general wickedness of Mre Nieser's activitiess He is up to knavish tricks
f all kindse

10 July 1816.

Serious news has been received today from the army of General Youw
Kokroko. The report is that he has fought with the Fantis and as a resulb
has lost a large number of men and two of his 'great officers!s These
officers were brothers to the Kinge. They are said to have fought veryxbravely
and to have caused much slaughter among. other opponents. His llejesty is® -
much affected by the death of his brothers, and by way of consolation has
cut off the heads of some Fanti prisoners of ware

I have not wished before to speak of the numerous Fantis who have beem
beheaded in the time T have been here., To my certsin knowledge there have
been 80 of them, men, women, and Children. Among them was the Peul 9 of
Cudjo Coema, who met a most miserable ende From midday until evening there
was daneing , and amid this excitement for executioners came up to the Peul
and one after another stabbed and sliced at his bodys Then he was cut in
the shoulders with whale-bone knives of the type that wemen use,7o and pepper
was rubbed into the woundse Then there was more cutting and stabbing in
the sides and facee His ears were hackdd off, then his arms. And so it went
on until he could no longer stend, and .only then was his head severed from
the bodye. The head was sent around ‘the town, so that everyone could seec who
it was that had been killed. :

1ltha

I have noted today With much concern that His Mejesty appears to be
paying attention to the baseless rumours being spread among the Ashantis by
Mr, Nieser and the terrepentess He scems a little cool, and is no longer
so well disposed towards me as befores. When my boy gets back from the coast
I will know more e « of i

12the 5 2
Today I learmt to my astonishment that . the Elminas have dared

to presume to send ambassadors to the Kinge This has been done by
permission of their chief, Mr Nieser, but without the knowledse of Governor
General Daendels. The envoys are to give the King information along the
lines of the rumours I have already describeds They are going to deslare
that everything that I, in the General's name, have told the King is false,

69« Obscure, ;
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and will discredit my nission by every means in their powers . They will
assure the King of the sincerc friendship of Mr, Niesér and his brreggﬂndes,
and will insinuate that the Generalls. friendship for His hﬂgusty is insinceres
Thank God the King has not yet scen these envoys and has pofward to roeoived
their messaged I for my part will kecp my ears open, and will note everything
down that I Bear, in order to be able to make a full report to my master

when opportunity offerss I will tell him that he has in the Dutch fort

a traitor, who presents himself as o white mon with a black éxterior,

whoreas in truth he is = negro through and through, a trouble-nsker, a
disturber of the Government's peasce . There will come e tine when the only

way suitably to reward Mr,.Nieser will be by fitting a halter round his
necke

The entry into .the town of the Elmina envoys is fixed for next monday,
the 15th,  Then they will state publicly and in my presence the lies they
have brought with themq. I will thus have the opportunity to expose their
iniquity, and will undermine their reputations so far as ]1es in my povieXe.

The Cabo Corso people have clso sent an embausy, tnourh for what
puropse I do not yet knowg

13th July,
Nothing news

Lth%. ¢ § : : LSl i

General Poekoe tells me that I must be present tomorrow fhen the Elmina
and Cabo Corso envoys arrivee I am glad to hear thisy and will be satisfied
if I can defend my master againsg the treachery of Mr, Niescre.

15%h, - :
About 3 © clook the King held a council of notables to receive the
envoys from Elmina and Cabo Corso, Those from Cabo Corso, however, alone
appeared. It is said that one of the Elminag is sick, and ftheixr entry

into the capital has bcen postponed wntil further orders, The rumours

to the detriment of the General, my master?s greputation are now worse

than ever. The King already knows the contents of the messages the Elminas
have brought with them, and a criminal could not be worse represented than
the General is being to the King at the prescnt times -The King, nowever,_is
prepared to await patiently the return of his accra from Elminae He expecets

this man Jlll be able to inform him if the Gcno 2l isnas had as 1s 3a1nted
Or NOe 3

The recal purpose of the Elminas is to have me d41vcn away frem here
in disgrace and to destroy the good name bf my masters Thé King has already
been told that the General is his declared enemy, and will have nothing
to do with the people of Ashanti, It is also being said that I have come
here to threaten the King, and to this His Majesty is supposed to have
replied: "This is all very well, but supposing the information is correct,
whet can I do? I cannot murder the Generals cnvoy , nor send back the
presents I have received from hin. Thether he brings me good or bad palavers,
I can do nothing but send hinm safely homes. I can do no iiore, cyen supposing
these rumours arec trues" '

I hear the Cabo Corso people have brought presents, but do not know
what these ares. :

The day before yesterday a white horse arrived here for the Kinge
A camel was also expected, but is held up on the way because of swollen feete
These animals have bcen sent from Sarage, a place some fifteen days from
heree I'understand thoy are intended as presmmts for my mpstcr. I have
seen the'horses She is'a small beast, and ‘neat and handsomee’
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God, Shepherd of Heaven and Earth, may Your blessings be
with usd -
il }lost Wor'bhy u:nc’a :r:espeotecl Gcmeral!

It is with the ;sreatest pleasure that I now have the
Honour to .inform Your Excellcncy of the considerable
setlsfacﬁaom.l feel.as a result of the meeting I have
had. today with His: MaJesty of Ashanti. His Majesty showed

the., greatest conbideratlon towards mee M

i ThlS mornlng I had: the perllOLO of presenting to him
my greutlngs, upon which occasion His Majesty asked me if
I know of the expected arrival at his capital of envoys
from Elmins. I answered thet I did know of this, and said
to him most earnestly that if:.these envoys krought any
false reports with them about my masper, he should elap
the lot of them in irons and hand them to mze to be sent
under strong escort to Elmina and there delivered to my
naster for the rascals they arc, His Majesty, laughing
aloud, agreed to my requests I have therefore thought it
proper to inform Your Excellency of this encouraging attitu-
on the part of the Kings

The envoys have not yet arrived but, L believe, will
be here tomorrows It will soon be seen how I, as Your
Excellnncy S ambassaaor, will deal them. S

x ' Hoolng my faithful @uty'~nc attachment to Your 8
’ Excellenoy is"apparent in this letter,

I have the Honour to subscribe mysclf,'
75 0
Ybur Excellency's very Loyal
and- Obedient Servant,

= et : .a[s':.gnegzq.m Huydecopere

16th July 1816.
(Not sent until the 18th )

The evggggﬁ of the, 16the -
In order to sift the real intentions of the Elninas from the NUMerous XU,

that are going about, I bought two jars of palm wine today end invited the
envoys sent by lir, S&nuel Brew to visit mee To nmy horror and amazement

I Jearn that, so the Cabo@orso people believe, the texre”ranaes from
Elmina propose to say these terrlble thlnbs to the Kinu.

That the Elminas have come to request the King to 'send an army
‘against Commany to plunder it and then to :go on to Elmlna, nurder ‘the
General and destroy the fort; -that the General came to the Coast with no
other purpose than to threaten the King‘of Ashanti and kill the Elminas}
and that it is for this reason that they, the Elmlnas, have come to visit
the King and gain his supports

Good Godd This news mekes me very apprehensive. How can one underst . nd
the workings of a mind like that of Mr, Nieser? A man would have to be a
monster to stir up the Elminas yet again to murder white mene. It 1s easy
to See how this has hap.eneds After the death of President Hoogenboom no
punishment whatever was meted out to the Elminas, nor even any investigation
ordered from Europes They have therefore become so bold as to tmy to
persuade ‘the Ashantis to commit a murder —- a murder of which they, the
Elminas, cen’ subsequently plead ignorances They will, if they can, lay -
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all the blame on the Ashanti King,

The Elminas are arriving tomwrrowe I shall apprise myself of every-
thing that takes:place, and pass the information to my- master without
delaye My master must take great care, and not on any account visit
Great Commany at this times May God protect him against all the assaults

of the devil and frustrate the evil designs of those like Mr .o Nieser
who wish to encompass his deathd 72 : .

17th July, '

A%t nine o'clock this morning it was reported to the King that the
Elminas envoys were at Assaforheem and were wequesting permissiony on
their arrival in the capital tomorrow, to present to His. Majesty their
greetingse The King is already somewhat wary of this disreputable embassye
He has sent no reply whatever to thelr messages, though they have sought -
permission to enter his capital three or four time§ Realizing that they
were going to receive no answer from the King, they have now entered the
capital of their own aceord, to the accompanimemt of many expressions of
contempt from the mlmb:.tants, To the Ashantis, anyone who arrives
without having honour done him by the King is an object of scorn and is
cursed by the common peoples

Their lies will bring the Elminas down in ruin, They do not seem
to-understand that the King of the Ashantis is an intelligént man, who will
guickly see through themy A kiiown scoundrel could not have been recelved
with less honour than these Elminas, Because they could not obtain the .
ear of the King, they were obliged to have their palaver with General Poekoe,
e, however, zave them no answgr, and walked out on them in the middle of"
their recitanl, They have not seen him since, The King's linguists
similarly imbued with suspicion and mistrust, has also rejected thems They
have had, therefore, to wait a ve long time and then withdraw without
receiving any satisfaction or gnecouragemengy Thelr presents have not yet
been accpted, Tomorrow will show whether they will be ad.m:.t‘bed to audience
and, suppos:l.ng, they gain access, what they W:Lll say,

I will be careful to record exactly evérything that happense I am
confident the King?s answer will ,not be contrary to our interests, but

I will hold My peace Nowe E'veryth ng will be kmown after the great ascembly
has been helde : 4 Rk

18th

Honour continucs to bec done tome on all sideses The Elminas, on the
other hand, have not yet spoken to the King, nor have they even bean secenby
himeTheir . sase will be publicly stated tomorrow., I kmow, however, that
their liés cannot damage use Tomarrow I will know whether my presence here
has becn advantageous to my master or not, All will be in the open soone

Wy reward, Lowever, will have to be, especially great, or -else I .am not the
man to be entrusted with such large affairs of statee I I am not able

to crovm my labours with success, I will hand eveyybhing over to those

the Governmemt thinks more capable of pleading its cause in important palavers
like thise I am convincel that in this present matter my life is at stake. The
curse of the Elminas and .of their chidf, Jam Higser, has now been laid on

mee The end of_ it all will be my deathe I 2m a young man, only just arrived
in the countrys Mre Jon Nieser's tricks are notorious, yet I am certain
that all I -say can be substantiatedes I am being very careful not to say
anything about him that I cammot prove, for I kmow him welle/

72e A rough paraphrase onlye. Text here is illegible in:placesSe

73« Pas in het land gekomens This seems an ocd phrase to use if Huydecoper
was a mulatto, Its sense may be tha® Huydecoper thinks of himself
as young, and 'only just abroad in the lond.!

7he Obscure here, but the sense &s right, I think,




19th July 1816,

The envoys have still not seen the K;Ln&,, even for the pw pose of greeting
him, They sent a message of felicitation to me on behalf of the Chief and
Under-chief/5 of Elmina, and inform me that they have as yet neither bcen
seen by nor spoken to the Kinge ITor this reason they do not dare to greet
me in person. As soon as the formalities are complete, they say, they will
come to sce meq : ‘ j

The men T:ho brought this message extracted no word from me, I answered
all they 8aid with a mere bowe !hey are much downcast to see me here, for
they reaslize that,if Iwere not present, they could blacken the General's
character much nore easilys :

Qthe

- Today the King sent for me to listen to the messages brought by the
Elminase. I have already referred frequently to these, but not in full
detail, because I did no’c" wish to involve myself in their lies. The Xing
has f:mally let them have thenr say, however, and the following are the
untruths they spoke: .

That the Genemal, from the time of his arrival 4in the country, has had
nothing to do with the people of Elmina and has not paid tne% their subsis—
tence money; that the General has driven all the white boys out of the
fort, and the three Govgernment boys also; that he has taken away all the
guns from the fort and from t e batteries, and has sent most of them to
Europe, his object being to strip Elmine -of its defences and leave it an

. easy prey to its enemies; that the General kes interdicted all trade with
the Elminas, but not with the Wassawsj “that the General is in alliance
with the Commanys snd will not let the Elminas make war on them; that, howeve:
if they presist in this war, hc will settle ‘the Commany palavew with 2, OOO
ounces of gold -axid will then ‘ceach Elmina Town and its inhahitants such a
lesson with his guns that not a Stone Jn Elmina will reraim standing;

That the K:J.ng of Jshantl rust theretore help Elm_na to br:Lng ‘about the

towzal destruction of Cpmmany and, this doney must turn against Blmina and,

the General resists, must ceuse him to be murdered, as was done in fche
casc of President Hoogenhoonj that, if the King of Ashanti will not supply
men to fight on the side of Elmina against Cormany, the Elminas will destror
their homes, flce to Kumasi and live among the Ashantis' :

That the General is the greatest enemy the Ashantis have, and has

been sent from Europe to find out just how powerful their King is; that it
is always being said in Europe that the Ashanti King kills men everyday ond
is a very bad manj that the Gemeral has therefore to try to gain admittance
to the King's domains and, if successful, will fight Ashanti; but if, on
the other hand, the Ashantis appear too strong, the General is %o shoot
Elmdma to pieces and return to Eurooe, that the General's sole object in
sending me to Kumasi is to spy on the King and assess his strength; that
the General is in all:.ance with the Cabo Borsos, the Cormanys and. fhe Tacsaws
and has built e powerful fortress at Commany; that, on my return, with the
desired information, the Genefal will begin to set his various plans in
motion (all this was claimed by the envoys as emanating from the General 's
own lips, having been overheard, so they Sc.ld, by one of the bQys who sc:
the white men in the fort );

That-(j.n my absence) the General had written to Cabo Corso to ask for
wershipSfrom England; when Elmina had been destroyed, these warshipswould
be used to take off his men and *]lthe:n.r zoodss

Zhat the General had sent an exploring party up the River Ancober to
see how far it was navigable by ships sent to ‘engage the Ashantis in battle;
that it was the General's purpose, as soon. as opportum_ty offered, to sce
whether Dinkira, one of-the chief provinces of the Ashentis, could not be

<

75« Iits, onderkoning, ;
76e lite, dec Blanken jonzcnss Presumably this means 'mulatto youthse!
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ceptured, for, if it could, then its possession would meke an assault on
the Ashanti c pital easier to launch; it was fortunate indeed that Dinkira
could not be reached fro . the sea; news of thks scheme of the Generalls

had becn received at Elmina before the General had even arrived on the
Coasts

And, further; to prhvé that the information they possessed about the
General's intention® towards the Ashonti King was true, the Elmina envoys
stateds : :

That the General had seized onec of the King's men and, placing him
in-the open space outside the fort, had had him beaten until he nearly
died —- and this , despite the fact that the man was guilty of no offence;
+ that, on an earlier occasion, when two of the King's criers came into the
fort to ask the Gemeral something, he had said: "I do not want to have
anything to do with Ashanti," and immediately attacked them and drove them
from the fort;

That, Quamena Bietoe Aqua having thus been beaten, the Elmina
terregentes went to sec the General to pacify him and worm him that the
man belonged to the Ashahti royal family; but that the General had sent
. them away without en answer; and that, further, when it was apparent that
. the Ashanti soldiers in the area were so angry that they were liable to

attack the fort and kill the General, lire Nieser and the terrejentes,
determined to ward off trouble, had pecifiel the injured men with presents;

That President Hoogenboum had been murdercd because, during the recent
war, he attempted to hand over to the Fantis some Ashattis who were
sheltering at Elmina; that there had buoen meny palavers with President
Hoogenboon about such matters; thet'an additional cause of his death had
been his habit of shooting off his guns at Elmina Povm and threatening to
burn it to ashes; it was because of the murder of President Hoogenboom
that the General refused 4o pay subsitence allowance to the Elminas and
himself planned to burn the town;

That the General had sent me to Kumasi without telling the elders
of Elmina and, finally, that they now declared that they spoke on behalf
of the united people of Elmina in saying that everything I had told the
King 8ince my arrival was utterly false and their advice to the King was
to disgrace me and never allow me to rcturn to Elminae

1 I did as much as X could Bo rebut these statements but in vaine

A11 present had already been brided and there was nothing I could saye
The King, however, had everyone wihcsew.to one side, and then asked me
straight out if I had come to Kumasi ‘to threaten him. To this I

answered roundly: "I am a white mar. BEverything my master has s€t downm
in my instructions I have declafed to you. If you do not believe me, I
am willing (though I had never done the like before)to drink and swear an
oath that all T have seid in my master!s mame is the truth., I dare swear
moreover, that &t is the Blminas themselves who have told Your Majesty
the greatest lics conceivables" :

The King replied that I was apparently not completelly inny mastor®s
confidence, because the General had failed to inform the terregenies
of my projected mission and this had irritated theme "However," he said,
"L will settle this trouble between you and the Elmimas and you can depart
togethere

I quickly answered that I had sent by my master to achieve results,
rnot to palavere The Elminas must stand firmly by their accusations,
because on my return I would report personnlly to the General and would
tell him word for word what had bocn saide Nothing could be settled until
then, I could not undertake any palaver without my master's
instructions, nor say anything at a2ll on my own responsibilitye. All I was
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concerned with now was to have the King beaf witness to the accusations
and threats that were be:Lng made and to defend my moster ageinst the charges
being held agoinst hime

The Elminas questioned why I was defending the General in this waye
They claimed that I would not be doing it if I were not in his service,
and asserted thot it was the white men who had taught me ny trade and
qu:l_ckened my witse I would never be hungry as long as L. took the white
men's parte I would always be on their side and fould never forsake my
benefactors os long as I liveds The Elminos said, too, that they eould

not discuss secrots in my presenco, because it has long been known to whose
cars such confidential matters would be recounted the moment I had the
opportunity of doing sos And then they stood like dumb men, staring at me
in silencee 5 : g : . ;

I'told the King that, when I returned to Elmina, he must send some
of his men with me to see if these envoys would employ the same words before
the General as they had so frcely used in the presence of the Kinge His
Majesty would then be able to judge for himself where the truth laye I
would be willing to swear that when the time came, not one of these Elminas
would dare:to face the Generale I assured the King that I would neither
conceal nor foil to mention ever:y*th:_ng that had taken plice during the
present palavers

The King gave instructions that no one was to say = f.ford about any
shame that had been put upon me, and that if anyone gave it out that I was
a liar he would be put to deathe ) ;

He also soid that I would Dbe. :LJ.W owed to drink the purlf‘lcc tion oath
that I longed for.

21lste
The Elminas are being abused (n 21l sides because of their attempt
to bring me into disfavour with the King and embroil him with the Gencrals

Nevertheless I am forced to record that most Ashantis hate and curse
the General, because of his action in ordéring Quamena Boetu Aqua to bé
bezten and refusing to grant his requestmg ; :

22nd e
Today the Elminas rececived their presents from the Ku'.ng. These were
a cow, 2 Ibs 10 ﬁndec:Lpherﬁ 0197 s LU bunches of homenas and 30 yomse There

are 20U of these Elminas in all.

I learnt today that the requisitions sent from Tjetjewerry Village
have long since becen £illed by the Generale I asked for two ankers of drink
and 2 lengths of panegoeds They have not yet arrived however, and I have
sent 2 men to fetch thems I did this with the T(;x_ng s knowledgees Mainmtenance
for these men,lﬂ.ﬁ_nde(npher blg,].

23rde
. The Elminas have kllled their ouw and have sent me o picce of ite
This T accepted but gove to my meme. g

Nothing to do, except live in memories until we have the good fortune
to be in our own country cgoin ond con talk once more with our friendse

26th July, 5
# From the 24th to the 26th I visited the King agein and again hoping

to be allowed to drink my vath ond purify my master of the lies the Elminas
have put him, The King told me I could do so tomorrow and I went home
contented with thise

27th .
I learn today that Mr. Simons has buen sent here by the General with
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the King's stool.77 He is expected within 2 few dayse

29%he

On the 28th I heard that the Elminas hadl tried several times to have
an audience with the King, but in vaine The King will not sec theme

Today I joimed forces with the Elminas in demanding an audiences
I was granted one, but they were not accorded the privileses

The Elninas are very law, anl are suffering greatly fron hungers
Everyone despises ‘them, the King not leaste He continually gives out that
he recognizes no ruler in Elmina but the one who supplies hin with his
powder, zuns, drink, etce The #hito Een ar'e his masters, he says, and he
always obeys thems He talks all the time in this way to his generals, and
they pass his rcmarks on to me afterwards.

The boys whom I sent to Dompo Asie arrived on the 22nd instar®, bub
without bringing back any letters or other goodss Ihen he heard about
this, the King became very angry. He bdames Apia ~nd Barrickie. He has
scent the sane boys straisght back azain to tell the two generals that, if
they do not want to bring disgroce on themselves, they mist forwerd
innediately everything the Genexel has sent, including letters and without
ormitting any iten whotever, If they do not, they will soon sce what will
befall them. The King was so angry: that he ordercd two.men (who had done
hin no harnm) to be butchered in the presence of all his generalse After
this he calmed down a little, i

Iy boys havc thus been sent back for the missing goodse For ny part
I hope they will return with everything, for we are practically out of
cloth and drimk, and have nothinz to use as presenfs to give menmbers of
the King?s family and cther persons who callg

QOth . : : &

I tried egain today to persusde the King'to let me drink ny oath ip
order to prove to'zll present that everything I have said to him in my
masterts neme dis truo, Ef he will not zllow this, I will not be ebleal to
tell hin the contents of lctters sent here from now on from Eli:ina, for
it walil be impossiblie’ flor hinm to dis tln'ulsh truth from fallehood in ny
recital. Sceing my unhap iness the Xing sa dd, P lonorrew without fadil 1. 1
will let you. have your wishe" I therefore went hone sabdsfiade.

3lste
Today very early I weited cn the King in order to purify my noster!s
name and wes ot last permittcd to do soe

The King sent for the Elminas, and when they had token their seats
he said to me, "Whaot have you today?"

I stood up and told him thnt T hnd come e Arink the oath and prove
thereby that everything I had said in the name of ry master, Gemeral Dacndels,
was the absolute truth, that Ly'DDSvpr had received from the King of Hollend
the words which I had rcad out frCL ny instruetion, and that everything
the Elminas had said throughout Gth affoir would be established by means
of my ocath as nothing but infn“;us 1ios and falsehoodse With this the
King and his councillors were well pleased, ~nd shouted, "The words of
white men arc always trues If they werc nok, this man MOLl; not ask so
frequently to drink the oaths"

L

The Elminas now began to look very miserable end dercd not raise their
eyes from thc ground. Thpy were at last convinced that their execreble
" plan to bring shame upon Genernl Daendels and upon the nuster in HolT_nd
who had sent hin to Africa had-failed - s

Tie Tite, stoeleProbably 'cheir! is meant sincc the Dutch would hardly
be sendlng a stool to the King of Ashanti.



The King then asked the Elminas, "What, then have you people to say?
The white man asks that he may drink the oath to prove that 21l he has:
saild on behalf of his master is absolute truth and to prove also that all
your words are infamous lies, fuli of villainy and incitement and fit to
be accursed and condemmned by all honest mens That do you say, then? Hefend .
yourselves, Shell he drink the oath or not? The white man says you are
llars. Whot.say you?" '

. Then Poeckoe stood up, and said to the King, "We have nothing cgainst
the white man's drirﬂdnb the Q’vth,", and them, quivering with enotions
UThe elders of Elmina have sent this embassy torus, but its members have 1)
given no sign, nor have they spoken any word to show whether what they
say is the truth or note Let the white man defend his mastere

\t this everyone burst out laughing, The Elminas were no longer showing
the courage they had exhibited on their arrivale They had thought to bring
a charge o:)alns’c ne,. but it was clear to-2ll present that I was a betier L
advocate .then theye Tiore. were three Ashentis standing with the three Hlmi
envoys, thus six in.all, six advocates egainst me alones Yet I was the only
one that had dered to speak in the assembly and hand proved myself stronger |
:*than them all, The King's words had bien scmewhat harshly spokem, and
“the Elninas and their friends were so shaken.and fearful thet they could .
- Pind little to saye Yet had I had no powerful allies on my side, I would & 5

certainly have lost the palaver, and for this reasons The Elminas had: :
already bribed the thrce Ashantis who stood.with them, and these men were
ready to lay into me.’8 But the Good God was with ne, aend had forewarned
the King of the Elminas' plan. Ged kept me, who have so cftenceorritbed °
nyself to His protection, safe and unhorneds

The men Adoesaij was adso of zreat service to mee There was nothing e

that T seid thet he did nbot irmediately and ﬂccur“tuly convey to the King.
When therefore my words were compared to these the Elminas, ning were 8
always found to be truee. Everytime I touched on ’ch:.s or umt mc'onb done

to me:or ‘to my master, he reported what I had snid to the King, and by

meems .of his influence. the King wes won over to my, sidee :

The King was now convinced that lies had indecd been spoken, He
thorefome had the oath brought in a copper basin. Once mope he asked the
Elminas if.they had anything further to say against me nucln could be washed'
exuy by the drinking of this cathe They, however, reneined silente

Addressing nmyself to the I&:mo, I swore my oath in these wordss . \

"I swear that the General, ny naster, sent me to you in all sincerity
and without any hidden plens in his mindy I swear that all the powder, shot
and firesrms which ny master has bfeught with him arc for no other purpose
than to be sold impartially to all merchents who cere to buy; I swear that g
oy mester is a wmest sincere friend of the Ashontis and will never show any
enmity towards their King; I sweer that the King of Hollend is the best
friend the King of Ashanti has ond that he sent the Geheral to Africa to
bring peace and unity; I swear thot everything I have said in his name is
the absolute truthj;

I swear that the Gemeral and the King of Holland intemd to trade with
all nen as brothers, without® choosing one side or'.the other or making wor,

and that trust may elways be placed in themy I swear that I was not sent 4
here to spy om the King of Ashanti or to assess his militory zight with
a view later on to making war on him e e e {

.78, Iite, onn mij in de war to Helpens
79« Short illegiblc passasees
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I swear the t er-ythan the Elninas h ave cone herc to tell the King
is untrue, and damnably. untrue, that everything they say they have beem.
told to say by someone olse, ond this if one single word:of 9,11 that 'they
have said is true, tnls ﬂy onth will surely kill mee" .

When I had spokbn theso Woris, the oath was edninistered to me three
tines, and I took it with the grecatest satista ctlon. The King and his
nobles all praised me for this act, and congratulated me on having won
ry contest against the Elminas, whom they now looked at out of the corners .

of their eyes. All the Ashantis were convinced of the umshekeable truth .
of my cause.

Bverything was now concluded, and the King asked  the Elminas whether, *
in the changed circumstances,: they would visit nc from time to timee
They dared not say noy The King then berated then, -saying, "Dc you mod
know that this nan is your master? - I do not understand ths‘mattCr at alle
You must at once wvisit your mastér in order to greet him, He is nmy nastex,
too, and none of us can oppose our rhsters.® From this the Elminas could
sce that the King wes on my~sidc, snd they replied, "Tonorrow we will call
on our lord, 80 and present our COl@lluCntS to hine

My servant wes 2lso obliged to drink the oath and swcer that he knew
nothing to the General's detriment, thet everything the Elminas had said ,
o odnst the General was untrue, and that, if he knew axry bad things about
the General and did not reveal then, he wished the oath would kill hime

Report on all this sent today to Your Excellencye

st August 1816a. . ; ol

Todey we had the pleasure of » visit from cult sreatest eneniese
They re retted undertaking their present rission deeply, end assured ne
they had nothing against me personally and had only been acting on the orders
of the fierre~zentess I paid little attention to what they snid,  and merely ..
note it for %he recorce ; SN G5 S
G I gave them four jars of >u1, wine, which they drenk greedily. Undex
the influence of the wine, their niseries come pouring out, and they nore
or less begged my perdon for the lies they had tolde I was not inpressedy
and will when occasion offers make then feel their miscries nmore sorely
stil¥,
2nd August 1816.

I ‘hove done as nuch as I can to find out whether or not it is Mre .
Nicser whd has boon adyising the terregentes in this matter of the nissiom
sent to Kumesi with the object of encompassing ny deathe To ny d
ammoyance, however, I have discovercd nothing yets Secretly I-.am:
corvinced that Mr. Nieser has guided the affair from the start. Tonarrow
or the day after I will bring over onc of the young men belonging to the
nission and will question hinm as closcly as possiblee

I‘C.. : . :
Nothing hap encds 2

Lthe

With the greatest difficulty in the world I ranaged to persuide one
of the young men to visit me 8o that I could find out what he knew
of Mr. Nieser and the circumstances surrounding the embassy. fron the
Elninase I was fortunate enough to -discover that Mr, Nieser is lnuupd
a2t the botton of cvt“ythlng : : ¢

The embassy did not expect to fimd me hereo, Its nmembers believed
that I would alrendy have left for AXin by the time they crrived. They
realize now that they were ill-aavised to disclose the objects of their
nission while they were still at the Corpe Their intentions came te the
sar of the King and then they had 1o choies but to stick -to what they had

i

8ve Idte, boase
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already saeid, even though the same things hed now to be imparbed to the King
in ny presences. They could not nt thot stege change their story. If they
had ony idee that Iwos. still ot Koemassie, they would never have talked about
the purpose of their rission while at the Campe

Todoy the King bas sent norec nen to Dompo Asie to inguire after the
nissing cloth and letters and the 2 ankers of drinke

Sthe
Nothing happenede

6the

‘This afternoon the Kirg summoned me and the Elminas to the palace
and asked us if we knew anything about the Cobbina Esservie palaver ——
in particulor, how nuch gold the Ashantis had teken from hime I
answered that I knew nothing of the gold, but that on the Generalls ordews
I had handed over the least 10 slaves to Djesie, Awarrie and Adoes Sone
of the rest of the story wos knowm to me, but the Elminas would be better
acquednted with the facts, since they had spent thfee days palavering
on the motter with these self-sone Ashontise

[the
ne o ¢ hishentis who, in ellisnce Wi e BElaines, tried to traduc
0 £ the fLshentis who, 1kl th the El: s ‘bried to ‘traduce
the General and bring evil upon ne, was today subjected to & great indignitye
The King had hin placed in thec stockse

8the

The King is very ineensed against Appia and Berrickiees He has sworn
to punish them, not only for stezling the 2 aniers of drink and the
panegoed, but olso for holding back the letters sent b: the Generel. These
letters may well have boen torn up or thrown awaye The generals know very
well that, no matter how busy the King and his councillors have becen -
with affairs of stete, the letters should not hove been delayed or destroyede
The King refused to be placated in this metter, and has withdrawm to his
plentations He will not listen to any entreatics on behalf of these two mens

The drink ~n’ the letters have still not arriveds
The King returned this cvenings

9the )
+Today Barrickie sent a two-gallon jar =nd a piece of qlascodoensl

to the King with the reguest that they be given to nee I would not, howewer,
receive thene I can accept nothing until the letters arc produceds

I scnt word to the King thet he must not toke it oniss if = refused gifts

in this waye

I understond thnt a long letter accompanied the presents, and that
everything had boen dispatched before the arnmy had even set out on its
return journey tc heres I o not know what inportant instructions for ne
and what information for the King this letter may containe The King hes semt
o messege to Barrickie saying that if he sccks his own domfall he will kcep
the letter and abide hy the consequencese

]@th Augus‘f: 1.8160

Today the King sent still iore boys to Apia and Borriekie to fetch
the Generol®s letterse 411 the army chicfs are nuch in disfovour because
of the woy in which, so the  soldicrs say, they have been trading ot Elninde
They have disobeyed the orders of the Elmina gencral; they have sold stolen
prisoncrs to the Elmina merchants two op three times overj end the goods cp=
tured by them they have képt for themsclves without sending o portion
of them, as custon demands, to the Kinge

s . - - s - e

8le MNconing fnknovme (Fourth sn’ fifth letters arc doubtful)e
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A1l the Ashantis have been inforning on one another, so the King
knows everything there is to be knowne

The combined army of Apia and Barriekic has been ordered to come here
at oncee. It has already been at Dompo Asie more than 36 days, though this
place is only 12 hours awaye. Jouw Kokroko's army is the only one that is
free from guilt. It is expected here on the 14th instant, and the forces
of Apia and Barriekie on the 26fh. Ananqua's will also be here soon.o2

T This evening the akra end other messengers returned from Elmina with
letters from the Genersl. I do not yet know the contents of the letterse
I have sought an esudience with the King several times, but he is toc busy
with other matters, and has told me to wait until they have been dealt withe
He and his generals are discussing the Wassaw palaver and have time for
nothing elses He will appoint a day soon when the contents of the letters
can be made knovme

The originals of these letters, dated 24th and 29th May NG T s il )
have not seens I gather they are the ones retained by Generals Apia and
Barriekie together =ith the drink, cte., and about which the King is so
angryes Their contents are now Drosumaoly somowhet out of date, because
the armies have taken so long on their return Journey. Nevertheless, when
they come, I will read them to the King and note his answerse

I am puzzled that the General does not appear to have received my
letters dated 16th and ultimo July, and the copy of my journal to 3rd July.
I sent these with some merchants who were teking tusks to Elmina and asked
me for a note of co mendation to mg people theres I can guess what has
happened, howcvere, The Elninas have prevailed upon Apia to prevent the
transmission of all letters to herec from Elmine and from Elmina to here,
They have done this by claiming that the General is a bad man and is
threatening the Kinge

12the
Obtained no audiencee

I learn that the Elmina terregrandes and lMr. Nieser have again sent
a plea to the King urging him to supply men for an attack on English
Commeny. The King has not replieds The message from the Elminas was brought
by the same Ashantis who carried the Generall®s letters.

13the

Again T could obtain no audience, though I tried several times., I
want to inform the King how angry the General, oy master, will be to learm
that the contents of his letters are still unkmovm to His Majestye

A1l the generels arc very busy with palaverse. Apia and Barrickie
are said to fear for their heads because of the numerous irregulerities
they have committed.

Lithe ‘

No audiéncce

General Jouw Kokroko arrived today with his army and was received
with great cerenonye. He has lost 15 men dead.

Today we received more presents of gold that we have for some time
paste This is good, for the treasury is nearly emptye. _Since ny supply
of sheep ran outy I have been forced to give my men 1 é;hdecipherable
a8 maintenance money, and have been able to persuade them to accept it
only with much troublece

15the

Again no audienccs

The Kimg is still palavering with his officerse




18the

From the 16th until today I hove tried by all possible means to gain
access to the King, but in vaine The King sends to tell me that he has
no time to, spare, but that I must not take this amiss. The letters
will be attended to in due course and he will -give me a very favourable
answer.

19th,e
{5 T was visited today by the Kln~ of ‘lampon, “bu narie Attokra, and.,
by General Jouw Kokrokoe To_provide for them I bouwht 2 beerglasses full

of runm for 2 ZindeclpherObl of golde

Zoth.

; At the King's request I accepted to-day a 3=sallon anker ané 1 piece
of long Qﬁne;oed from General Apia. I also agreed to accept the 2=-gallem
jar and the piece of glascodeen which Barriekie sent me some time backe

These two generels have fallen into deep disgrace, partly because
they did quy’w1th the General's letuer, but also becnuse they have been
selling stolen prisoners.

~ ‘The King has already confiscated more than twelve hundred ounces
of gold as well as goods and slaves from verious officers, end most of
the culprits have been fettered and placed in 105.83

No audienges His Mojesty is still palaveringe

21ste

General Poekoe came today to tell me in the King's name thet I must
‘have patience until afte# His Majesty has celebrated-his New Yeare Tcn
the letters will be openeds The New Year will be held during the next
~ four days, the 22nd,: erd 24tn ant 25th instante

I asked if it was not 90551010 even for me to speak to the King,
but received the answer, "Not possibleo

22nd . 2
Today various:greseter and lesser kimg384 began arriving. here to
take part in the New Years There are four horses in the town, one of
which is of normal size, Three of them belong to the Kinge

The camel which I mentioned some tine back died on the way herecs
The length of the journey and its arduous noture were too nuch for
the beaste Bad food and inexpert care also contributed to ifs deacthe
23rd, 2Lhth and 25the
These were not audience days, and it was impossible even to reach
the open space in front of the palaces MNMore than a hundred smd fifty
thousand people arc present in the town, many from the surrounding dlstrlcts.

Because of the New Yeor festiWities I have hac the opportunity of
seeing the King's wives. They number three thousand, -throe hundred anfl
thirty-thrces All are very well turned out, wearing costly cloths and
sold ornamentse ;

On the 25th the King held nilitary perades and tested the
copabilities of his officerse

I have spent a great derl of drink and cloth:.because of these
celebrations, and have had to give to my boys for New Yeor presents notes
of hand payable at Elmina for two fathoms and for one fathom of cloth
i1i each casee : :

30th.

From the 26th until todey I hove asked repentedly for an audience.

83+ Lite, in dubbele bloklken en boeijens reslagen, = "in log!
84s 'Chiefs and paramount chiefs,! but this secms anachronistice

t
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and at last one is fixed for tomorrows The contents of the letters will
then be reade

Ultimo Auwruste e R
This morning the King-sent for me. First, he referred to the request
that the River Bosumprc should be explored, stating that this was impossible

for negroes since they had no. boatse It could be better done by white
mene : : ‘ :

On the subject of a meeting with the General, His najesty said that
he had already explained that he could net leave his capital in order to
stey 'dn other places without ruining thems He looked forward, however,
to a visit from the Genersl as scon as the hlshu~y85 Had been completede

Concerning the medntenance of peace on the Coast, the King said, there
1s ne more to be discusseds His ermies have almost returned home, and
no furthe orders can or need be given thems :

These arc his snswers tolthe_duplicate le%tér of 24th May 1816,

His ansver to the letter dated 29th Mey is: He would like to-heve
then (cows, horses, Sy o s

Regarding the letter of 24th July the King said, "What does the General
want me to' do now? He wishes to save men's lives, ~nd yet the Wassaws
will not visit hin to settler the palaver. The General takes the position
that all negotiations have now béen broken off, Nevertheless, I will have
the highway made’ and as ouickly 2s possible," i :

"~ The King then asked me, on my return to-Elmina, to thank the General
for sending hlu the mirrors He is very anxious to sce the writing desk
to which the mirror belonbs,86 for he cannot underSLQnu ﬂhub this can o
likes, I said it would be s¢nt to hine *

He said that he would let ne take my departure within o few.days._'

Primo September 1816s - g .

,  Doday General Barriekie.wa tried in public from 8 o olock in the
rorning until 5 at night and hﬂ" been execrated on all sidese It.is feared
that, even if he does nct lose his head, he will be deprived of all his
possessions and reuoved from his caboceer's stoole Therc were six men
opposed to him at the Bearinge

Otherwise no newse

2nd Septenber

Todey General Barrickie was dethroned from his stool.87 A1l his
possessions have been teken sway from his, and he, who once had 30, now
has only onc wife lefte The King has olso confisceted all Barriekie's
vslavess Iaoter another perscn will be elected to sit on the stools
Barriekie's ankles have been shackled for three days. He has been put
in log and is still there.

Lth

From the 3rd until today I have done nmy best to nake the King order
the cutting of the highway to bejin, byt his answer always is, "Good,
good. Have patiences Everything will come out all righte"

Sthe :
Y sought on audiéncé and,  on being admitted to the Kimg's prescmee,
reyuosted: that he would be so good gs te drive the hi-hway through to the

85e Lite, de froot wege (From now on, translated as 'highway')
86e Lite, de spieg ol s»cretblro.
87. Lit., ontroond von de stoele 'Destooled! sounds anachronistice

-




- 44 -

loast as quickly ns possible, becausc the Gomonal wery mush wanted
i0 pay his visit during this prescnt month. ;

At this the King became’a 1little short with me, The reasons,
1e said, why the work had not been started beforeé now were to be
found at Elmina, Every report he was receiving from there gave the
ieneral a bad character,. He went on, "The eause of' my present
ittitude to you is that merdhants returning from Elmina bring
1othing but bad news and’ ill reports of your master, They all say
shat the General is only waitihg far your return before destroying
tlmina Town with his guns." 4

Against this Attack I defended myself and my master as mueh
s a man coulds The King said at last, "If you will take the
vhole pzlaver on yourself and settle it at Elmina so that no
palavers whatever are outstending, I will at once let you go and
mill begin. building the highwayg But, as I.understand the matter}
your Fastcr is a very irescible many and will eertainly burn the
town, " #:

I said that obviously I dared not take the whole palaver on
nyself, but that, if he thought fit, he ghould send one of his
own men to accompany me to Elmina to settle ity The affair was
not between the General and the Elminas alone, I said, beeause the
King of Holand was a party to 1t and must be gonsulted,

The King seemed satisficd with this reply, and said, "Now I
am convinced that my people are ageusing your master somewhat too
vehemently, But let the General come hereeg Then it will be
seen what manner of man he really isy © I for my part will not
say bad. things about himg" - :

And,” finally, the King said, "I am fearful leskt the General
will revenge himself because of all bhe accusations that have .
been levelled against himg I know all the Elminas say 1s riot truce
but I am worried about the possibility that the General will take
revenge against them,"

I said that the General would be able %o deal satisfactorily
with the Elminas. 4

8th.,

For three days now I have been trying hard o peréuade‘thg
King to order the construetion of the highway - Al he says 18,
"It will be done," i

Three weeks ago he sent men to Tando to fetch the General's
letters, but they are not back yeta

12th,

‘Nothing happened.

I have not spoken to the King singe the 9th instant, No
news on the 10th, 11th or today.

1

15th August 1816,
i ﬁave not spoken to the King for the past three days.
Yesterday evening I was told that the King would let me go

within 2 few days, and would ~lso begin bullding the highways.

 He is now most distrustful of me beeause of the evil news being
received from Elmina, f : : i el

d6th Auguste.: « e st o

This morning the King sent. for me and, with gvery $igp Qf
goodwill, said that, since the small roins were jbout=t9«beg1n,
he would allow me to le~ve Very goon and would nlso start
constructing the highway.
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Whgn the rains were over, the General would be able to visit him.

‘He is still puzzled about the delli=lySsinSviheiEe el pioaomsElic
1ette?s sent by the General via Tando. It is said that Tando-is
to bring them himself, and that the General told him to do this,

The small rains have started.

I impressed once again on the King the sineerity of Glhe
General's feelings towards him, but all he said was, "Good, Good,"

Today two slaves arrived, bearing the driginal letter signed
by the General at Elmina on 24th May 1816. They belonged to

General Barriekie, now dethroned. resdisheNcontentst o ke
letter to the King, who said, "You have told me all this before,"

I said, "That is so, but Your lajesty will now understand
the General's purpose all the better."

He laughed and said that he had understood perfectly well the
first time and had already given his answer. White men, he
said, were indeed wiser than negroes, :

18th.,

No audience with the King today. 88

Yesterday I saw a number of Malabar negroes. They were
dressed like Turks. They live in various of the King's towns,
and had walked 10 hours to get here, One of them told me that
he knows Tomboektoe, Houssa and Kagna well, but that no Ashanti
is familiar with these places because the:King's highways do not
“run there. Cong is 60 to 80 hours distant from here, and
belongs to the King. The King's domains stretch for about 400
hours. His villages are at least ten thousand in number, mostly
“acquired by war. Thils’ total of willages does not include those
belonging to the King on the Accra and Appolonia sides.

19th.

A1l quiet today. Most of the Kings and caboceers have
returned to their villages. I now await the King's order for
the ecutting of the highway. ¢

20th,

Yesterday a man was abruptly beheaded in the street, The
reason was that he had put dishonour on the King by neglecting to
run away as fast as he could when the King's wives came upon the
SCenel Ber “whiss he Llost his head'in & filash,

When these women are abroad in the streets, they. are
accompanied by small boys with staffs. It is their staffs thas

indicate that these women are royal wives, Even the King's
brethers: aré obliged to get out of their way, or run the risk of
losing their heads as the common people do. No caboceer, however

important he may be, dares to remain omn the street if he sees
~any .of these women apprcoching,.

2dlist.

The King has sent word that he wishes me to attend him
tomorrow. He wants to talk-about the highway.
No other news,

88. See fn. 56 above. The spelling is quite clear this time.
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22nd.

Early today to the palace, but the King was unable to talk to
me, All the nobility are discussing with him the matter of my
departure. T was told to go home and await a3 further summons.
il sisTed rdls

About 11 o'clock General Poekoe sent for me, Arriving at the
palace I found all the royal linguists assembled., They gawve me 2
ounces of gold as a present, and told me that it was the King's
will that I should not leave yet, not in any event until the highway
had been strarted. The King had sent me these two ounces, and
now asked me to be patient and await the return of the messengers
he had sent to Wassaw, He was hoplng these messengers would find
out what answer the General had made to the Wassaws. If they
returned with good news, he would let me go immediately. L Sglal
news was bad, he would send an army to cut the highway through and
bring the Wassaws to a sense of obedience. They were failing to
carry out the orders of their master and his. In this way, the
King said, he was ensuring that the General's wishes would be
brought to fruition by the guickest possible means. lMoreover,
the General's letters had not yet arrived, All this made me more
than ever incensed against the Caboceer Tando, who is delaying
these letters for such a long time.

The King is well disposed towards me again, and is convinced
that the Dutch are his true friends. He is very anxious that I
should leave so that I can bring the General back with me on my
next visit.

25rd.

.Today I hoped .to send one of my boys to Elmina, but the King
forbade it. . ‘He distrusted the Wassaws, he said, for they had
prevaricated in their dealings with the General's messengers.

I =m not to send any letters to Elmina from now on. If a
messenger should be panyared by the Wassaws, the King would have
to punlsh them, The General would hot want me back until I had
completed my mission, even if this meant delaying my departure
longer than expected.

No news i1s good news.

24th.

No news. Incessant rain. Heavy thunder all day.
28th.

During the last four days it has rained from morning until
night. The small rains are here and in the bush they are worse

than the main rainy season.

29iEhe

Heavy rain again today. [ fear thetnivierns wiltibecome
swollen and my return journey will soon be impossible.

At midday General Jouw Kokroko visited me and saw me sitting
miserably at taSle, dining most humbly off a plate of choking
malaget pgté. He was very sad to see me thus, and asked if I
sat 1like this every day. Hearing that I did, he went home and
sent me a sheep and 12 yams, so that I ceuld have a better dinner
TOmMOTTOW., I was much touched by his friendship, which far
surpasses that of other persons here.

B9 Wikt met een bord malaget van stlkkende pﬂte.‘
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50th,

No news. Have not seen the King for several days now.

Primo October 1816,

Heavy rain. Did not leave the house.
2nd.,

Today is the Small Addaij, or Good Wednesday. I paid my

. respects to the King but, of course, could discuss no business
. with him,

3rd, 4th, S5th and 6th,

No news, Heavy rain. Presents received from Boating,
King of Djuabin, See i,

v I went to see the King to ask if the messengers were yet
back from Wassaw, He replied, "No. Be patient. They will come."

No news. Heavy rain and thunder.

I learn that for 20 days past the King has not been seen in
joablionlslies He is said to be busy with his fetish, engaged in the

task of preparing for war, WMachgacie galE 1 Gelle ©r e L ©lo
not know.

ity :
Heavy rain all yesterday and today. No news.

12th.

I understand all trade routes have been closed, and that no
merchants are allowed to go to Elmina until after my departure
thence. Whether this is Ghe truth or not I do not knows.

Fine weather.

Al
Nothing happened.

14th. October 1816.

I hear a great fete will be held here next Monday, but the
peee silonW oS it TEdelnot et know.

AlEnaa,

Most of the merchants have now left. They have gone 6o
Accra, Annamaboe and Cape Coast, well laden with 50 large tusks.,
They say the prices set by the General at Elmina are tno high and
allsel thati,» now the Gemereal ds in alliance. with Nr. Nie¢ser, no
Ashanti will trade at Elmina any more. lr, Nieser has deceived
the General into selling guns at 8 (indecipherable) and is being
allowed to adulterate gunpowder at discretion. He is destroying
the trade of Elmina just as he once did that of Accra. It was
because of actions like these that Nr. Nieser was expelled from
Acera some time back.
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The merchants say, further, that if the General and lir, Nieser are =
one, the General cannot be a friend off the Ashantis. for: all
nations know Mr, Nieser for the greatest scoundrel in the world,

The merchants also say that lMr. Nieser adulterates barrels of
powder openly and without shame. During their last visit to Elmina
they saw him doing this. At Accra lir. Nieser used to adulterate
ankers of drink, and now he is no doubt doing the same thing at
Elmina,

Guns are obtainable at the Cape and other places for 4 or 5
(indycipherable)' It is entirely Mre, Nieser's fault that they
are not obtainable at Elmina except at the hlgh prlce of 8
(1Adec1pherable)

T have learnt all this from General Quatje Coffie, who is well
versed in commercial matters., He is strongly opposed to the
construction of a highway to Elmina, and all because of |V Wieser s
activities there.

16th,

The great f8te I mentioned on the 14th instant is to take
placer onm theh 2@k Various Fanti envoys are coming here to seek
the King's pardon, submit themselves to him and serve him from
now on. They have money with them with which to buy from him a
peace settlement, The latter must be arranged before any other
business can be transacted.

Heavy rain this evening.

To Ghe palace today, but did not see the King. Heldis Sy
e Gl S harsE R et disial,

Qlirla

No news yesterday and today. I sought an audience, but
could mnot eobtain it. The King places all blame on Caboceer Tando,
and claims that 1t is he that is holding up my departure.
His Majesty seems ashamed when he sces me.

20th.

Today is the Great Adaij, or Good Sunday. All the chiefs
have come into the town to greet the Kins. On Ghiese occa51ons no
business may be done. The Fanti envoys arrive tomorrow.

20ist Oec toben 1816,

Today I once agaln uraed the King to begin the construction
of the hi "“WQJ ol cihieNisaiids bina i srinc e bl Fantl envoys were
appivinesthis ofternoon, I nust wait until they had completed
their palaver, I was disappointed, but had to agree to what he
proposed., -

The Fantis have seen the King, but with what result I do mnob
yet know.

Modiay: i roqueotgd yet again tﬂat the highway should be begun,
but the King said I must continue to be patient, and not make
things too difficult for him, All would be arranged soomn,

Heawvy rain this evening.
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23rd,

Today the King suggested that, as he had no opportunity to
begin the construction of the highway, I should be allowed to leave,
Later on, when he had more time, the highway would be sterted. He
realized that for me to spend so long here without being able to
communicate with the General might well be dangerous for me. He
went on, "The General will be very pleased about everything in the
-end, and I prefer to -have the matter of the highway settled before
you leave. I heve ndt.yet been told what the Wassaws wish to do in
connection with this business, and also the letters from the General
have not yet been sent on by Tando. I am waiting for Tando. I do

not want you to go before all outstanding palavers have been
settled."

24th.

Today I was told the purpose of the Fanti mission, diags atis) - 2US
follows. The Fantis wish to serve and obey the King of Ashanti
and have brought him gold so that their allegiance may be made
binding, The King, however, has told them that he cannot accept
them as his subjects until he has consulted the representative of
Aduokoe. It is Aduokoe whom he recognizes as chief of all the
Fantis. This representative must therefore be summoned and, if he
approves, the King will acknowledge that everything the Fantis say is
the truth. If the Fantis wish to transfer their allegiance, they
must also surrender to him the subsistence90 paid to him by Cape

. Cors and Annamaboe. If they do not do this, he will send his whole
army to compel the submission of all Fantiland. The Fantis must
‘also pledge them—-selves never to commit hostilities against Elmina

- for, df they do, they risk a terrible fate.

- Heavy rain this evening.

25tk

Requested the King to allow me to leave, for I fear for the
future, He replied, "Do not be afraid. The General sent you to

me, You must therefore wait, The General will be quite satisfied
with you." .

26th.

Today I again requested the King to begin the highwey so that
I might leave. But, he said, "Be easy in your mind. Your master
is now sending another envoy and so you will be hearing good news
S00n. Do not try to alter the course of events, for your cause is
good. Go home now and await your friends., They will t= here in a
few days and you will be very happy. A white man and a soldier
are coming with Tando."

This news made my heart leap with joy. I will soon bhe seeing
my colleagues here and will be able to return home with them.

27 tHa.

During the past 5 days more than 200 men with ivory and gold
have left for Elmina alone. The King has issued strict orders
thaltl no ene must write any letiters. I plan, however, to bribe oneg
of the soldiers to take a letter for me to the General. It may
be, of course, that none of the soldiers will take the risk.

To my great delight General Poekoe visited me this afternoon,
He told me in the King's name that I will be- welcome at the palace
every day-if I wish-it, and may come to talk ebout this and that -
with His Majesty.

90 Lit,, Kostgeld. See Douglas Coombs, 'The place of the
"CertiTicate of Apologie" in Ghanaian history, Trans. Hist.
Sac. Ghana., ITI, 3 (Achimota 1958), 180-1 for a discussion
Qf the meaning of Kostgeld, or 'subsistence'.
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From this I deduce that I am in favour and the Elminas are not.
Heavy rain this evening.

285h,

I did not dare to visit His Majesty today. He asked why and
I sent word that I had a headache, and beggec him o excuse me. .
He replied that I ought nevertheless to put in an appearance at
the open place (in front of the palace?) 1a order to see the oath
being administered to the followers of Barriekie., I wents there
but saw nothing.91

The King is said to have reviewed 1420 men.96. Abo Adie has
been placed on Barriekie's stool, and Barriekie himself has been
WEEE Elae) ONECTESEEIE @i 2l Smedlll seivEe -

I had no conversation with His Méjesty today.'_ Heavy‘réin
this evening. :

21st October 1816,
Attended His Majesty every day for the past three days.

No news.

Heavy thunder and rain.

Primo Nowember 1816.

Today I put it to His liajesty that he should begin the highway,
but he said, "I must await the arrival of the new envoy and hear his’
NEeWS . I am told that .the General at Elmina has settled the
Wassaw palaver. Tt is possible 2lso that the General has heard
about the lies told by the Elminas and is sending someone to find
out whalt “thie 'situation here really isqt :

Fine weather.

2nds

I sat ewhile with the great King of the Ashantis today. I
noted, but did not remark on the fact, that His liajesty is full of
contempt for someone. It is probably the Elminas. I have often
been told that he says, "White men speak the truth, . Some other
people, however, will be found out in the end and disgraced."

3rd.

With' the King this morning. He gave me 2 bobttle of SinaSbiiss
the Elminas did not get a drop. He certainly seems to have somethin
against them, They saluted him, but he did not even look in their
direction. ' :

The rumours say that the General's envoy, Pieter Woortman, is
bringing good mews with him, and that.the King thinks better ofi =
the General than he did. But all will be known when Pieter arrives
here. y o 4 i e T 4

6th November 1816.

No news for the past three days. The rains are slackening
off' and in a few days should be ower.

91, The exact meaning is obscure in these passages.
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7th,

Today in my presence the King sent a boy to Tando, with this
message: That, whether or not Tando came himself, he must at
least let the General's envoy through; that Tando's actions are
not pleasing to the court at Koemassie; 'and that he must remember
that he will have to render an account of these actions later,
which account had better be satisfactory. 5

I have sent a message myself to Pieter, to the effect that he
should not wait on Tando but come straight through with the King's J

messenger. Pieter is only three days' distant from here, and Tando |
is still at Dinkira,

8th.

Today another party of merchants left for the Coast, some makingi
for Elmina and the rest for Kap Kors and Annamaboe, They have
been complaining very strongly about the changes in trading

arrangements at Elmina and put the blame for the alterations on
Mr, Nieser.

Several large tusks have arrived here for the King., They are
probably to be sent to the General, '

9th.

j )
The King tells me that Pieter, and Tando also, will be here
within a few days., Otherwise no news.

10th.

R

No news,

11th.

His Majesty, coming to see me at my house, told me that he is
much distressed to find that the Elminas are such liars and are in
a position to do so great a man as the General such harm.

12th,

No news. The weather is excellent now and the rains have
stopped.

135he

Today being Good Wednesday, or Small Aday, all the chiefs
went to greet the King. I did likewise, but was not able to
speak with him on business,

* 14th November 1816.

This afternoon Pieter Woortman arrived here at the capital
and saluted me and my men. The King is busy making custom over
one of his nephews, and told Pieter to lodge with his travelling
companion, the caboceer Tando. He has not yet asked him any
questions. I have not so far received any letters nor even sSeen
Pieter.22 I imagine both Pieter's and Tando's statements will
be heard tomorrow.

His Majesty came to my house and stayed talkimg for a full
hour. He told me that the Elminas were saying very bad things
about the General, the King of Holland and me, and asked if I
could not :settle their palaver with me before him,

92. Perheps the word 'alone' should be added here to make sense,
though it is not in the text,



R

I answered that this was for His Majesty himself to decide, but
that I certainly could not do anything for the Elminas. They well
-deserved the punishments they would receive at the General's hands.

; The. King replied that I ought to persuade thzs General to
forgive themn. The General would be able to cor"rol their future
behaviour, He himself was convinced that they had wrongfully
slandered the General, I sa2id merely that it might well be that
the Elminas ought to be punished a little more yet for their great
indiscretions, At this His Najesty laughed aloud, .

When he left he gave me a sheep and my men 6 ¥ of gold to
buy tobacco with.

15kh.

Today Serjeant Woortman, Tando and I were with the King. I
translated ‘the: contents of the letters! for him very carefully, and
handed over the fine suit of elothing 'sent by the Generaly His
Majesty was delighted with his present, and said to me, with every
sign of satisfaction, "I am much obliged to the General our master
for these things." The letter addressed to His Majesty also gave
him much pleasure. '

He said, "These are no doubt the clothes of the King our
master, or has the General had them made for me?"

T said the General had had them made especially for His
Majesty before his departure from Europe.

The King then asked where was the hat that went with the suit.
I said I had brought him this already. He denied, however, that
this was so, and said that later he must be supplied with the hat
that belonged to the suit, Andset T hadS ol promiseNthaic e
General would send him another hat. ok

His lMajesty then said, "I am very pleased the General is
coming here. I will be able to discuss everything with him
personally. I wish him to know that I think highly of. the Dutch
and welcome everything that they do to improve my country.'

I said that the General had given me 15 or 16 days to get
baele teo Elmina. The King said that he could not let me g0
Univatiaai v e NthieNGre st idis o Cooa Sunday which is ﬁue o be held
on 1st December next.

The General is satisfied with the arrangements about the
12 horses and 50 cows, bulls, etec., but whatiwill be the price,
the King wished to know, of the slaves? It had been understood
that the General wanted 100 slaves. I replied that®at Elmina
nowadays a slave fetched 1 (illegible) 8 E at the most, and for
this reason there was no slave trade there any more, The King
laughed and said nothing. :

! I then asked His e Jjesty whether.Serjeant Woortman might
‘leave tomorrow, But he replied, "Well, now. I will give you my
answer in the morning." '

He went on, "Now everything is in order. I believe now that
you have indeed told me what the General my master wished you to
Ll e The Elminas nearly spoiled things for<you. I expeect you
to discuss everything with the General on your return and there will
be a strong bond between us for ever.'

I said to His Majesty, "The General my master will put me,
on my return, under the command of Adam.

93;_ OBSCU.I“\';
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The King said that this was ‘satisfactory to himy:but that I
must nevertheless give him my assurance that I would return. En
the King, regarded me as his confidant nIOW If the General came
without me, it would be taken amiss.: ‘

To this I replied. that ‘I was but an official and had no say
in such matters. If the General ordered me to, I would of course
come, but more I could not  promise, The 'King said that, in that

case, ‘I must write to the General to make him promise to brlng me,
which I said I would do.

l6th.

When I visited the King today I asked him to allow Woortman
to leave early tomorrow morning and to take with him His Majesty's
answers concerning the Wassaw and English Commany palavers and the'
matter of the highway.  Bub he said that I must be patient.

The Xing gave Woortman for his subsistence 2 F and 14 yams, i

m' ;
I was sick today and did not see the King., Wortman went to-
the palace but did not, however, speak with the King. His Majesty

is making custom over one of his nephews and will be conducting
little or no business during the next 3 or 4 days. -

18th.

To the King this morning and qsked that Woortman mlght now
be allowed to fit His Majesty's trousers, viz. 1 pair of
pantaloons and 2 pairs of under-drawers. The King kept us Wﬁltlng
for at least three hours before seeing us. The coat does not
fit him, but he tried on the shirt and waistcoat for a moment or

two. He complained. greatly about how hot they werc, and qulckly
took them off,

He said, "When the trousers are finished and handed over to
me by Woortman, I will say goodbye to him and he may leave about

the next Great Aday or Good Sunday." After this Woortman and I
went home.

19th

e

About 12 o'clock at night the King sent for me and gave me
the following information:

I1st. That since Tando, contrary to His Majesty's orders and
against His Majesty's wishes, made peace with the Wassaws without
stipulating any conditions, His Majesty has decided to reject this
peace treaty; he will, however, sbide by the settlement that hig
» good friend, General Daendels, makes in his behalf; everything will

be finalized when the sum of money agreed on is placed in his hands
and when he receives a confirmatory letter from the Gexeral;

¢ 2nd. That it is the custom among the negroes that, when a.
woman commits adultery and injures her husband thereby, separates
from him for a time and then wishes for a reconciliation, she first
sends a sheep, chickens, etc. on before her, and thea later comes

erself to settle the real matter at issue; Tando &n his negotia-
tions with the Wassaws has not stipulated any of thes: things and
has thus not been able to collect any damages from:the Wassaws;

94, An obscure passage. The translation is by no means a
literal one, but the sense is right, I think.
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2rd. That (illegible) the Akra took to Elmina the letters
containing the request that the General should settle the ;
Wassaw palaver, but Tando preventcd the: Wassaws from going thcre-
Tando claimed that he himself could sSet everything in order; the,
result wes that the Wassaws failed to 2ppear before the Generﬁl
and did not go to Grent Commanij either; Tando, with a view %o
filling his own purse, took the whole ma tter upon himself, and
said that it awas the King's wish that he, Tando, should arrange
everything; he claimed the Wassaws did mot want to. go to Elminaj
e also told them that it was he alone who could settle the
palaver: only if they found he coulé not de so were thew to place
Ghieirica sl befores thelGencraltsii el e SullivloiNal i tliais ot e [
nothing has been achiewved,

His Majesty has therefore the following proposals to make
to the Wassaws: :

(The next page in the diary is blank, except for the
words, '"See under 6th December 1816",)

205k

_ We went to fit the King's trousers for him today, whieh
pleased him very well, He asked mg_to writec to the Gener"l .
requesting that a pair of stogckings be sent to him via Woortman -
and also som: cloth trousers and Sdrawereh for hilsid aEilnRySiers
i A Eenyetl Jas P ; :

21st.

No news.

22nd.,

The King has given me very firmly to understand that I
cannot. leave here until 211 outstanding palavers with the General
have been settled, If I go away now, he says, this will lend *
credence to the reports spread abroad by the Elminas that ‘the
General hias eyl intentions Witth megand tol Ashanti. The King
agrees, however, that I. should dismiss ny boys and bearers in
order Go reduce my expensas. He will supply me wibth the necessary
men when the time comes for me to depart, I curbed my disbress at
the receipt of these ordch, and was silent. It scgems the King
is listening to the Elminas again. :

22rd,

I asked ths Ring 1f Woortman might leave, but he said;

Wad i umtil T give you instructions in, the i tt:'-;r° Now at last
as a Eesult of your persistence I hawve 3601ded Gy |9l e
highway. ' The work will stert next Good’ Sunday or Great Aday,
and Bieter can report to the General our master on the progress
of this work," His'Majesty added that how the workmen were
divided.was no business of mine, He would attend to everything,
and the: General's wishes would be followed. !

24th.

The King ‘again took up, the suggestion that I should be
charged with settling the uqsoaw palaver, The constant svndlng
of. messengers bg cV and forth, he says, prolongs things unduly and
more 1mportwnt mntters are delﬂyod.

95, Lit., basrzen, which has no meaning in Dutch except as the
plural of Baars, 'a spiny-finned miver fish'. Baarzen
here is prBB?B_y a corrupt plural of b“s, French for

sitiockimots -

el Lilig, - e lakense broek.
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When they heard this question, everyone present was
dumbfounded. The chiefs began to mutter among themselves, "The
white man is right, The white man is right, This is serious.
What shall we do?"

The King then took me by the hand, and said, "Bromie, you
are behaving today in a very hard aond obstinate way. Could you
not do me o favour, and cut out of your book all mention of this
business?"

I said. "No. I cannot and may not do this. I cannot be 5
unfaithful to my master, but must make everything known to him.

"Then you wish to bring 111 fortune to|Elmina?!

"No," I said, "My mother, my wife and my children, indeed,
my whole family all live at Elmina. I could hardly wish to harm
G

"What must I do then, Bronief?"

I told the King that he could not do better than let me write
everything down and send it to the General, For his part he '8
could have one of his own men accompany me, and this man, speaking
on the King's behalf, could entreat the General to let the Elminas
off with but a small punishment. It was certainly true that
there wzs nothing the General would not do for His Majesty. This
would be the best method, I said, of persuading the Generall te be
lfemstenitie

The King, however, said that he feared the General would not
pardon the Elmines and, if he did not, this would bring shame upon
Ashanti. His kiajesty would not listen to what I said, and insisted
that I must remove from my book everything I had written.

I said (and it was true) that I had prepared three letters to
the Councillors at Elmina requesting, on the King's behalf, that
they should influence the General to mitigate the punishment given
to the Elminas; that the forgiveness meted out by the General
would thus be at the King's instigation; that the Elminas would
never be able to tell these lies agein, since punishment would be
hanging over them; and that, in comsequence, the King would be in
no danger of suffering dishonour at the General's hands.

But the King became angry, and said, "Who among us can read?
You talk like this to cheat me, and make me lose my town, yes,
even a town as great as Elmina, This is no good at all, We must
decide differently from this. Come here: tonmorrow and bring  the
three letters, and we will sce what can be done to ensure Elmina's
well-being and to pacify the General at the same time.,"

I said vthat, since 'the General had told Wortmsn toNsktaysne
longer than 2 days, he would have to leave for Elmina this same
evening, and that I intended to send my entire journal with him, S0
that the General might be acquainted with what had becn happening
here. :

The King replied that Woortman would hawve to stay until
tomorrow, and that it was he, the King, who decided what we envoys
dildianSsuchcasest as  thi s Then he stoeod up' and left us
perpliezxedy We went home.

29th,

e

This morning early the King summoned me and the Elminas.
He asked me if I still intended to make a full report to the
General, or if I would rather do him a. service and write to the
General what he himself would dictate,
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Once again I said it was impossible for me to deceive my
master, If I did so, I would break my oath to the King of
Holland, and bring disaster on myself,

"Well, now," said the King, "Your master at present knows
nothing of this business, Everything that has happened, has
happened here in my capital ...98 By making you drink the oath
I have purlfled the General of all the ill that has been spoken of
him. . You must now listen to me, and do what I say. LG ol i
always necessary that great men know everything that occurses gf
you do not do as I ask, you are inviting the General to ruin
town of Elmina and are falling out with me and making yourself my
ENEmY , But go your ways, and let everything be upon your own head,"

At these words of the King's I became very anxious in my
mind, and decided that I would have to agree to what His Majesty
was prop051ng. - It was true, after all, that he was trying to
prevent harm to the town of Elmina.

(I took into account, too, the fact that the Elminas and the -
% linguists had already agreed to withdraw all the lies they had
told and throw themselves on the King's mercy. I felt I had to
yiéld a 1little,99 and listen to His Majesty's suggestions.)

The Klﬁg then proposed the following, which I agreed to under
duress, since I did not wish to cause a breach between His
Majesty and the General:

The Elminas said to the King that they feared Your
Excellency 100 because, from the time of your arrival in the country
-until now, you did not sign any contract with them nor did you

. transact any business with them; with regard to Your Excellency's

character and whether you were a friend or an enémy the Elminas had
no opinion; but because Your Excellency persistently prevented
them from marching against Commanij, they had felt it necessary
(not knowing what Your Excellency had in mind in thus restricting
their actions), to send to the King of the Ashantis for men,
because they did not trust Commanij. By making me swear. the Great
Oath, the King purified Your Excellency of all the wrong done to you
and with this aspect of the matter the King ‘and all his councillors
are entirely satisfied. The King has now brought about a
reconciliation between the Elmines and me, and has told the Elminas
very firmly that they must always serve your Excelleney il AE
faithfully, saying to thems "The General is my master and your
master both. isEteNGEn cralldocsinetrcaly Ny ot e IS N h e iSEn o b

my friend, If‘you do not obey and serve the General, you are my
enemies, I will always choose the side which is in the right,™
The Elminas then asked the King to reconcile the General to them
and seek his pardon for them because they came here without his
permission, They said they had failed to request a permit from-

. the General solely because of their fear of Your Excellency.

To the King®s suggestion that the above should constitute

- the written record of events here I have agreed. I quite see”

that there must be no unnecessary palaver between myself and the
Elminas.101 It is best that we follow the King's wishes or else
the chief obJject of my mission will be thrown away.

Everything was now done, and the King sent for a large bottle
of ‘rum and a fat sheep for our sustenance, saying that these were
to show that we were friends and would remain so.

98, Short indecipherable passage here,
99. Lit., de bot vieren. ('To pay out a rope' is een touw
bot vieren. )
100. At this point tEe text takes on the form of a letter or
explanation addressed directly to General Daendels
101, There is considerable amplification and paraphrasing here.
The text is highly elliptical,
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He then made all my men and those of the Elminas swear on their
lives that everything that had happened here would remain here, and
that no-one would repeat any of it at Elmina, lest rumours came to
the General's ears and caused trouble, Each man had to ‘speak the
following words: :

"If, when I am in Elmina, I ever say one word about this
palaver between the white man and the Elminas to anyone, whoever
he may be, I break the Oath of the King of the Ashantis and forfeit
either my head or the sum of 120 preguns.” (A pregun is 2
(indecipherable),

Woortman had to swear too, and then everythimg was finished,
I must state, however, that the true story as originally told by
the Elminas is accurately recorded in my journal under date 20th
July, and that I have not dared to remove this entrgb The three
letters written to their Honours, Messrs, van Voit, 102 Malet and
Oldenburg, were torn up in the presence of the King and all his
chiefs. This was done on His Majesty's orders,

The King gave me his hand, and said, "The highway will be
begun on Monday. The General our master will then be able to come
here and enjoy ny hospitality."

The joy of the Ashantis was unbounded.
(I have removed the original report from my journal,)

50th November 1816,

Went to the King, and requested that Woortman might now be
allowed to depart. His Majesty said he might leave next Tuesday.

Primo December 1816 . dd
(Marginal note: "Today is Great Aday, or Good Sunday.")

The King asked me this morning if I were not wery happy that
the highway is to be begun tomorrow. I said I would be a lot
happier if I myself were taking the news about it to the General.
The King said, laughing, "You cannot go until all palavers are
i@niﬁhed. You are jealous of Pieter because you cannot go with

o 15164 Y 4 ) g

2nd December,

This morning in my presence the King issued his instructions
to the various chiefs who 'are to supervise the construction of the
highway, They asked for 6 pregums or % to 8, 103 I have
advised the General of this request in my letter of today's datea.

Immediately the money was paid over, the highway was begun,
It is more than forty feet wide. The King, all his chiefs and I
went to look. at the work this afternoon, His Majesty was well
pleased.

32rd December,

Woortman was ready to leave today, but the King stopped him,
The reason is that the Wassaw envoys are due tomorrow, and the
King wants Woortman to hear what they have to say before he goes.

102, Spelling doubtful,
103, Sic., - Meaning obscure,
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4th ditto,

: Today the Wassawa arrived. There.are_4 of them. They have
greeted the King and have been sumptuously received.

I went to look at the highway, and found the labourers

working cheerfully awaye, They tried to persuade me to send for
presents for them,

2th,

Today the Wassaws disclosed the purpose of their mission, It
appears to be of small importance. They ~ay that Tando told
Caboceer Eltefor that the King wanted to kuow whether Eltefor
wished to discontinue his allegiance to Ashanti , » ,» Two chestsg
of gin have arrived for the King ... Everyone present expressed
contempt for both Tando and the Wassaws. 104

6th December.

The King summoned both me and the Elminas today with a view
to examining with us the Wassaws' intentions, They were asked
whether they were going to co-operate with the General in settling
the palaver or whether they regarded him as a fool and were
planning to impose on him and delay the building of the highway..

) The King told them that, if they had anything to say, they should
Ssay it, He assured them that the General would, from compassiomn
. alone, make allowances for their stupidities if they been guilty
of any. But the Wassaw envoys answered that .they were only small

‘boys, and would have to discuss these great matters with their
masters, , ' ‘

4 At this all the generals, .officers, etce., stood uvp and, at

the King's order, raised their swords and swore this oath to ithe

@ bhonour of our General, all speaking very seriously. Each inm
turn said these words: ; : l e

"I swear by the Great Oath of Cormantijn that, since the
General our master has charged the King of the Ashantis with the
task of building a highway in order that the said General-may
honour our King by visiting him here .in his capital, this highway
shall be constructed without any changes of ‘plan, and that, if
apy man opposes the General's wishes in this matter, I will take

B up arms against him and prove that I am the faithful servant of
$ King Saij,

. I further swear that if Eltefor or'any of the Wassaws tries
to deceive the General with trickery or opposes his passage (to
the capital), I will take up arms and will, without mercy, drive
Eltefor away from the highway, in order that the highway may be
constructed where the General wants it. This I swear by the

* Qath of Cormantijn and Saturday,"

\ Then the King gave orders that, in honour of the General,
every man present should pass in turn before me and take a second
vath. And they all very willingly held up their swords and, with
the blades almost touching my nose, spoke these words:

104, An extremely obscure passage. The nearest I can get to the
Dutch is: "Dat Tando aan de Cabocier Eltefor had gaan zeggen,
L ddt de-Koning vraagd indien Eltefor hem niet langér wil calio
hareéen.hij hem Tando foefoé terre op de rug moeten gooijen
ten bewijzen hij de Koning niet meer wil trouwen en zonde 2
kelders genever voor de Koning. Waarover elk een zeer gr???
wierd, en Tando met de Wassasche verragten."
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"Bronie, I swear by the Great Oath of Cormantijn; I swear by
Saturday and by my King Saij; that since your master the General
vants the highway built, it shall b? uilt; and if ‘anyome tries to
delay the General by prevaricating, I will remove the very. .
roof from his house, i

I swear by.the Honour of your General that, if any man tries
torprevent the highway now decided upon from being built, he will
pay for it with his goods, his slaves and his head, I swear
thnt the wishes of. the General-our moster will prevail,! 4

2iWhén 211 this was ovar, the Wassmws were left in no doubt theat
this was no joking matter, 2nd they muttered terribly against
Tando. They claimed that T-ndo h~d deceived them badly. They
all said that they now saw clearly tha t this Wa S a serious business.

7th Decembcr.

Went to look.2at th highway tod*y. ‘The work is going on well,
General Quatje Coffie is boglnnlnv to dig the roots up out of the
ground.

Wortman is ready to sct off this evening, The King made
the following speech to him: :

F2aicten! You are now ready to depart, accompanied by my
envoys 2nd by those of the Blminas., Go with God's. blessing.
Greet the General my master heartily on behalf of me and 211 ‘my _
officers, : ' Tell him that, 21ltheugh the Elminas have done wrong so .
el alc@ e icleoneernedy hp must., out of consideration for me, . =~
pcrdon and. forgive bhcm._‘ The Elminﬁs and I are rdow united,; and -
wish alwzys. to: honour and scrve him to the best of our ability..
Tell him we: desire no other master than the Dutech, and that he is
the chilefeof fns all ¢

Tell the General my mester that iexpect him her~ with as’
little delay as p0581blc ond that the highway will Soon be open.
With regard to the Wassaw pala wver, I asgk that he.let me know . by
exprbss,messenpor whether the Wassaws intend to pay or it SN
that I can decide on my course of action concerning thei. Al
they wish to please me, they will keep out of the way, Otherwise
they will: become children of death," D e

8th Deccmbor..

No.. time to souré fod . I have been busy for some timo writing:

a letter .on the King's behalf to the General, and today have
managed to finish 1t Woortman leaves tomorrow.

9th,

This ﬁorning at 5 o'clock or daybreak Woortman departed. I
have urged him not to spend 70 days on the return journey, and not
to be tricked by the Ashantis into taking more than 14,

I walked for two hours down the highway, and found it all
ready on this side. All that remains is for the roots to be dug
out of the ground.  When rewmoved, these roots will be handed:
over to the Queen and her slave-girls for the making and sweeping
of floors., 106 !

105, Perhaps "by humbugging him" ‘would be @ bet*er translation,

106. Lit,, om gelijk wvloers te maken, en schoon te vegen,
(Mod, Dutch gelijkvloers = 'on the ground floor,')
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10th.

. ' . ey
No news. My eyes arec now. .fixed on the arrival of the General,
because I expect to be able to return home with him., I see very

clearly now that the King hopes to keep me here until His Excellency
comes, '

17th.

From the 11th until today, no news, Have not spoken with
the King in all this time,

18th December,

I went to look at the highway today, and noticed it was not
the same width along the whole of its length,. I reported this

to the King, and he said my wishes in the metter would be attended
to tomorrow, : .

The workmen complain bitterly that they are not receiving any
drink, I told them to wait a little and they would get some.
In the meantime they must ecarry on cheerfully, They were
grateful for my words, and went back to their tasks yelling and
singing with execitement.

20th.
’ Did not see the King, No news yesterday and today,

o 5 215,
No news, A

23nd,

No news yesterday.  This morning I wrote a letter to the
General for the King, stating that His Majesty is sending the
General a slave~girl with ivory and 2 (illegible) 4 E/ in gold, .
The girl 1s to buy some fine cloth on His Majesty's behalf. .

On these occasions the King is very pleased when he appends
hfSNEre S Sl He says, "Look, I also can write, What do you think,.
’ is not my hand better than yours?"

'28th December 1816, .

No news since the 24th. I have been three times to examine
the work on the highway, It is going on but slowly, and the
@ labourers keep asking for drink.

“

- 30th,
Yesterday the King forbade me to write any letters of any

Xind either to the General or to my own people without his
‘permission. Nor am I to give any messages to the merchants, but
must patiently await the return here of the King's Akkra, .

. His Majesty is determined that no one shall leave before the
answer concerning the Wassaws has been received. He says that
if I send any letters I will become a wvery bad friend of his. .

[ ]
I noticed today that the workmen have not got on much further
with the construction of the highway. They are becoming very
disgruntled,

31st December 18716.
No news,
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Prlmo January 1817.,

e Today being ‘New Year's day I went to call on the hing, and
received from him a present of 1 (illegible) 2 E of gold, 1 sheep
and 10 yanms. He asked me what my master would hwvc given me for
New Year if I had been at Elmina. I said I would certainly have
received 5 (i1legible) from my master,

They King said, "Will the present be kept Hom you,: thien,
because you are ﬂw%y

“Without a doubts,'" I said, "It will be kept! for me very
iRttt o\ L L

The Elminas received 9 %,

4th January 1817,

Nothing happened from the 2nd until today. The highway is
going ahead very slowly, at least on this side of the capitaly .
The Kings of Adiaben and Bekwaij are praised by the peopl° for the
good work their men are doing.

S5th January,

Today I asksd the King if the highway might be pushed forward
more quickly, for it is hardly progressing at all, He said,
"I will look at it myself tomorrow, and give orders for the work .
to be speeded up." :

6th ditto.

This afternoon His Majesty and all the chiefs wont to look at
the highway. I do not yet know what they thought of it. I anm
told that the son of the most senior general, ‘Amanquatia, arrived
last nlght from Elmina and has brought some letters Io® ne,

Zth Jnnua:x 1817,

!

Very early this mornlng I was ‘summoned by the King, His
Majesty handed me a letter from the Gensral our master which had
been brought by the son of Amanquatia, It contained good news,
for it praiscd the friendly trcatment received by him from our .
General. The King was most pleased to receive this report, which
indicated. the true feellngs and good 1ntentlons of the General
towards him,

The letter, however, also touched His Majesty a little on the
Taw, He told me that the General must understand that in sending
me he had sent a good friend to the King of the Ashantis, and must
thercefore not object if I stay here a long time, Nor should the"
General be vexed if I am not allowed to leave until all outstanding
matters have been dscided. For my failure to communicate with *
the General,’ His Majesty accepts full responsibility. From the
time the Elmlna envoys arrived he had. absolutely forbidden the 5
writing of letters, . This prohibition was to last until the arrivul
of Tando. = It was Tando, with his lies and untruths, who had !
interminably delayed matters. .- Otherwise someone would unquestion-
ably have been sent to Elmina to settle the Wassaw palaver,. The
King repeated that he took upon himself alone any blame that might
otherwise fall on me. He knows I would have written the necessary
letters to Elmina if I had been allowed to do so. A settlement
of the whole matter has been much delayed because of the: untruths.
the Elminas have been telling him,

Regarding the slaves, cows, horses, etc., His Majesty has
already sent an answer to the General via his Accra,



© 8th.

(63

A report concerning the hiqhway has also been sent by the
same means, LT

His Majesty's refusal to allow ahy letteéers to be written
stems from the statements made by the Elminas on 20th July 1816,
Because of what they said, he decided to institute inquiries with
o view to finding out, first, whether their statements wers true
and, seccondly, whether I had been acting against his orders and
had sent any information to the General without his knowledge.

If I had in fact been going behind his back, he would then and
there have refused further dealings with the General, and would:
have regarded my mission as a delibérate deception, This is why,
in order to prevent any disunity between my Government and the King,
I have adhered to His Majesty's orders, and have kept everything in
my head and within the pages of my journal, so that I will be in

a position to recount everything personally when I return to -
Elmina and place this my journal on the Council table there. = Your
Excellency 107 must thereforc not' condemn me, for I have never .
been unfaithful to Government, no, not even when our affairs were
at their lowest ebb, Your Excelleney instructed me to behave
with prudeénce, and I have always remembered this and have. sought

to please the King in all my actions. The Government ought not

to blame me in this matter; its . judgment should rather fall on
the King of the Ashantis, I.anm sure there is no ene, apart from
my enemies, who 15 seeking to bring me¢ into disfevour with Your
Excellency or to damage my good nare, a2nd this is why I am content
to let my Jjournal show how I have been' econducting myself since ny
arriveld in this place. The King is ny witness that I have cohtin-
ually pressed him for permission to leave and that my request has
always been refused.

The King said to me, - "The General my mastsr has sent you to
me, and would not be pleased if your were to depart without ny
approval, TheNGeneral s would not dilsel i b meoreover, i they!
Commanys and the Wassaws were attacked, yet ncither of these two
palavers has yet been brought to a satisfactory conelusion, 2
How then can the General requirc you to return empty-handed?

It was the General who asksd that .the nations might be spared 1@8
and outstanding matters settled by negotiation. Otherwise my - .
weapons would long since have driven the highway through the
Wassaw country, though this is precisely what the General has
always hoped to avoid. You nmust stay here until these two
palavers have been settled, or at least until there is some
agreement on terms,"

The King's arguments have convinced me that he is in the right,
and that what I have been saying about ;eaving is illconsidered,

I again sought the King's permission to leave, 109  He
becane angry, and said, "I agrece that you must on no account

. offend the General your laster, fizae S lima Sileten s stherefiorel

whieh & will send to him protected by my staff, Beg his pardon for
your silence., It is certainly true that, if I had not forbidden
it, you would have written to him every weck,

The  General will pardon you as soon as my boy arrives at
Elmina with the letter. If he does not, he goes against my
wishes, for you did not come here on your oWwn account but on his,

107. Huydecoper relapses here into direct speech agains
408, I.e., spared the destruction of war,

109 Sic., though this is an odd entry in view of the sentence
that precedes 1it.
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With regard to the Elmina palaver you can make your own
report to the General, but your book must positively not be
allowed to leave here before you do. Full responsibility for
anything that might happen would fall on you if the book were
to be sent away from here. I have long regarded Elmina village
as mine,

The fact that you have not been able to write to the
General is due to me, and my boy, when he reaches Elmina, will
explain‘everything to your master on my behalf, If the General
is truly my friend, as, he says he is, he will surely not accuse
you of misleading the Government by your silence, Go home now,
and do not be afraid. Write a short letter to your master, and
lay everything on me," '

- The King's words gave me some reassurance, but I was not
entirely satisfied. I asked him coldly whether or not it was true
that I had once told him that the General would be angry with me.
if I did not write in full to Elmina.

To this the King replied, "I see now that you spoke truly
on that occasion, Nevertheless I am not going to see my town
of Elmina shot at with cannons and burnt to the ground because of
the wickedness and villainy of bad rulers., I told you before
- that I did not believe the Elminas' story; otherwise I would not
have allowed you to drink the oath in order to purify your
master's name, When you did that we all realized that you had
‘right on your side."

Despite these further reassurances from His Majesty, I was
still not easy in my mind, I had to agree, however, to a letter
beéng dispatched and to not going myself, The letter went off
today. e

.+ I ventured to ask the King about Djesie, but he would not
hear a word on the subject. He says Djesie is such a rascal that
he cannot ‘let me ‘s€e him. Djesie has apparently stolen a great
deal from the King and is in disgrace. ;

Regarding the slaves, cows, horses, etc., intended as return
p?esents for the General I have received no answer as yet. The.
King says he will give his reply when I finally leave.

9£h January 1817.

Many people visited me today. This was solely because of
.the very friendly reception given by the General to the som of
Amanquatia in Elmina, Now all the Ashanti merchants are intend-
ing to trade with the General. The more than two thousand
merchants who went to Annamaboe and Caap Corse are now back home
again, and most of them report heavy losses., The few who went to
Elmina praise the General's trading methods very highly, but
complain about the preference given to the son of Amanquatia. .
Everyone is now providing himself with trading notes 110 in order
to do business with Elmina.

General Poikoe's cashier or treasurer has been instructed
by the King to. send some 25 ounces of gold to Elmina for the
purpose of buying gunpowder. The King wishes to see if the
General will meet him in the matter of price, or whether he will
treat him as on a par with his subjects, For this reason I have
thought it necessary to write. a letter (which will follow later)
~to the General, requesting him to make a distinction between the
King's trade and that of ‘all other persons, and to treat the
King's representatives as he did the son of Amanguatia, By these
tactics Elmina can gain the whole of the Ashanti trade. :

110, Lit., briefjes voor de negotie. ti s
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The Ashanti§ complain very bitterly about the English and their
agents, saying that they were very ill received at the Cape,

X Affodoe Cudjo and Quassie (illegible) complain that the
(illegible) at Elmina have treated them very badly., These two
young men tell me that they had made fine profits trading, but,
they say, "The white men in the fort gave us their word that the
account was settled, but when we were outside the fort we were
forced by some of the men there to hand over money. 111 These
men said to us, 'The white men made a mistake in their reckoning;

you owe us such and such an amount.' We refused to pay and were
very badly treated,"112 :

I have no doubt that this story is a tissue of lies but, .
since it will reflect badly on the General's reputation if
repeated, I feel obliged to report it now,

I have counted up all the trifles the King is sending to
market. I wished to test to see whether he was including the
bulk of his goods now or later., 113

Affodoe Gudjo is now the confidant of Mr, Nieser and
therefore wants watching.

10th January 1817,

Today I went on foot to look at the highway. To my
astonishment I found that the roots of the trees that have been
cut down are already growing up again, and there are numerous
holes at least three feet deep. The men are working very slowly,

I learnt this-evening, however, that the highway on the
Insadjiesoe 114 side is well advanced. The overseer is present .
there all the time himself, :

Al
No news.,
1285h,

This being thé Great Adaji or Good Sunday, the King gave me
and the Elminas a sheep to share among us.

Amanquatia's son has been complaining to his father about
the brusque reception accorded him by Mr., Nieser, He says he
went to Mr. Nieser's house to present his father's compliments
and, when he had been taken into the main room . . « 115

15th,
No news from the 1%th until today. I have noticed that the

-merchants are now anxious to set out for Elmina without delay.

T 16the

Early today His Majesty went to his plantation. He will be
returning on Monday next. I asked if I might accompany him,
but he said this was out of the guestion. "T am going to make
fetish," he told me, "and will be back very soon."

il et engei s, :

112. This paTagraph is very roughly translated. The MS is so
unclear that I can make out only three words in four.

113, Meaning obscure.

114, Spelling doubtful.

115, The next five lines are completely illegible.
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19th January 1817,

From the 17th until today there has been nothing to report.

The town is quite empty. Everyone has gone to Brimman with the
King., '

I am very surprised that the King's accra has not sent back .
any messages about the state of affairs at Elmina. His
Majesty gave his positive instructions that he was to send
someone back within thirty days to let us know whether or not the
Wassaws were ready to reach agreement. It appears he has
forgotten these orders.

20th.

His Majesty returned today in great pomp from Brimman.
During the journey back he ‘sent for me by exprss messenger.
I hastened to obey his order, and met him at a village called
Kroboe. He asked me to help him put on his suit of clothes. I
did this and then accompanled him back to the capital, travelllng
in great aplendour.

I must say that His Majesty lookedfvery we LS n SNt e
villages along the way men, women and children came running out to
see him in his uniform. -All exclaimed that they had never before
seen such beautiful clothes. The name and high reputation of our
General were proclaimed aloud, the blessings of God were invoked,
and the hopes of all the people for his long life were fervently
expressed. Everyone execrated and hooted at the Elmina envoys |
because of the lies they had told about the General their lawful
master. The women shouted, "O Lord, let this General who pleases
us so well come here so that we may give him proper thanks for. the
great honour he has done to our King Saij."

-

The streets were so full that people were imploring one
another to make room £o that everyone could see the King.

When I had dressed the King in his clothes, he stoed in front.
of a large mirror and praised the General's generosity many times.---
He gave me his hand, and said, "Brother, your master is my master.
When you return home, tell him that I thank him yet again for the
beautiful things he has sent me. I will always wear these clothes
in the General's honour." : : :

He said he preferred breeches to trousers, since the former
showed off his calves better. 116 I said the General would
send him some breeches as. soon as there was an opportunity.

21st,

Today His Majesty summoned me and handed to me two letters
from the General. One was addressed to me. I translated mine
first and then the one addressed to the King. From His Majesty's
expression I could see that the contents of the letters did not
please him, He said, "What bad things have you been doing here
to make the General so angry with you? You have always told me
everything that has been in the letters you have received, have
you not? . As for the return presents of slaves, cows and horses, i
have always said that I would send them when you leave here,

Have you not told your master this in your letter?"

116, Lite, hij wenschte llever een korte broek te her?????
om zijne kuiten te laten zien. -
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I replied, "Although my master states that I am to supply him
with full information about these matters on my return, I have in
fact written a full account in my journal and also in the letter I
sent with Woortman. I do not understand why my master is so dis-
satisfied with me. He has now requested that Your Majesty let me go.
I would therefore be acting in direct disobedience of his orders if
I were to remain here, as you have so often suggested I should,
until the return of your accra. I am clearly out of favour and I
certainly do not want my position to become werse. My master is
unlikely to believe that Your Majesty forbade me to communicate to
him the false reports circulated by the Elminas or, indeed, that T
was unable to leave here without your permission. I will therefore
not stay here one day longer, and I now request answers to all the
questions which, from time to time, I have tramslated and put to
you for your consideration. I will leave here early tomorrow
- morning or, at the latest, on the morning of the day following.

Please give me your answers.,"

To this His Majesty replied, "Very well then, Sir! Your
master seems to think he has sent you to a king of little importance
and not to the King of the Ashantis. I have nothing to say to you,
except that your master apparently does not value my friendship.,
Otherwise he would surely be more patient and would be willing to wait
until I give you your congé in the proper manner. You may go
tomorrow, but you will hear nothing further from me."

I said I could not leave him like this, and that he could not
mean me to depart in so abrupt a fashion. It would not be in
- conformity with the friendship which has always existed between
the Ashanti nation and my government.

"Your master understands perfectly well that, when he insults -
you in his letters, he is insulting me. Go then, and make your.
report to your master,"

And so, in accordance with my masters immutable instructions,
I held my peace and sorrowfully left the palsace-

22nd.,

Sought an audience today, but in vain. The King sent to
tell me that he had nothing to say to me, and that I should obey my
orders. I pressed as hard as possible for a different answer,
but the message came back, "Obey your master's orders. He has
offended me deeply with these strict orders of his. His last
two letters have not pleased me."

16 saidlto the messengers, "I cannot leave like this, without my
proper conge.,'

But I was again told that I could go, and that a message
would be sent to the General to thank him for the insult he had paid
to the King of the Ashantis. The King's young men also assured
me that His Majesty would not see me again and that I might leave
Coemassie tomorrow, since that was what I desired.

I am in great perplexity. The King wants me to stay;
the General my master insists that I go. What shall I do? To
go will irritate the King; not to go will bring me into disfavour
with the Government. In the circumstances the General's letter.
is the best counsellor. I will leave here tomorrow without fail.
I prefer to risk the King's displeasure than the General's..
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25rd.

In accordance with the awful il orders repeatedly received
from the General, and notwithstanding the refusal of the King to
give me permission, I left here today. - We began our journey in
the afternoon, because I was anxious to obey the letter of 8th
January which said we should not sleep another night in Coemassie.
We had not been long on the way, however, when various officers .
barred our passage. They asked me where I was going.

I replied, "To Elmina.'

"Where is the King's token?118 ' - Where is the King's
swordvearcr who should be preceding you? Without these you will
not be allowed to go beyond Assafoe. You must return."

I went resolutely on but, on arrival at Assafoe, was opposed
by Senior Officer Quatje Coffie, who asked to be shown the King S
token.

I said the King had told me I mlght leave,

MNo," he said. ~ "That is untrue. You are travelling
without the King's permission. Stay here, and I will immediately
ask the King whether he has given you leave to go or not."

I was thus prevented from continuing, and my boys had to be
recalled, :

I had been waiting a good two hours when I saw approaching in
the distance a numper of senior officers being carried in 1i tters.,
Coming up to me they asked sternly in the name of the King why I
was trzvelling on foot, why I had left at all, and why I had not
waited until the King arranged for me to depart with the same
dignity with which I had come,

I said the King knew all'my reasons and that I definitely
wanted to leave. But General Poekoe and the 3 royal linguists
said that the King most earnestly desired me to return, and would
speak to me tomorrow about my eventual departure. Eresecited SN
what they said, and explained that the King had. often told me he
would let me go, I therefore could not wait any longer and would
continue on my way. It was no trouble to me to travel to Elmina
on foot, especially since my master appeared to think I had only
been staying in Coemassie for my own pleasure,

But my protestc were of no avail, I was brought back to .

Coemassie, and was told that the King would see me tomorrow. . I
was then conveyed, in an extremely irritated frame of mind, to my
old quarters, However, nothing worse has happened so far.

24th January 1817. '
I thought the King would summon me today to discuss my return

Journey, but nothing hec happened. God knows when I will 4
finally get away from here.
25th,

This afternocn the King sent for me to attend an assembly of
thetchief of filclers!, He asked me once more why I wished to leave,
whether my master wanted to break off all ties of friendship
with Coemassie, and why my master should want me to go without
waiting for him, the King, to give me my congé in the proper manner.

Al Ml o saEEei ik
118, Iit., bewids = 'certificate, proof's
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I said my master would never be the cause of a broken
friendship, but that he wanted me back so that he could send a
white European 149 to replace me., He considers a European would
promote his interests better than I can, and that I am not a
suitable person to act as envoy between him and the King of
Ashanti. . The longer I remain here, he believes, the more likely
it is that friendship between the two parties will diminish rather
than increase, This is why I have been instructed to leave no
later than two days after receiving the General's letter. JEiR L
do not comply with this order, my fate will be upon my own head.
To avoid offending either His Majesty or the General, I had begun

my Jjourney on the appointed day, but had been 'panyared' by Senior
Officer Quatje.

"But when you asked me if you might leave, did I not say, No?
Did T not say that you must wait until the accra has returned,

after which I would arrange for you to be conducted to Elmina with
a small escort?"

I said the King had indeed used these words, but that I had
also said that T would not sleep in Coemassie from the coming
Thursday onwards, because I was sure the General would not believe
the King was in %act restraining me., - "After this," I went on,
"Your Majesty said, 'Go ahead, then, and obey your master's orders,'
When Your Majesty told me this, I thought the way was clear for me
to depart, But Your Majesty did not mean it, and sent orders. to
Assafoe to bring me back again, and so it has come about."

’
"Am I to understand, then, that you left here solely because

you feared your master, and not at all because you were lacking in
v respect for me?" ;s

"Yes," I said, "I left simply because of the direct orders
I received from my master, If I have offended Your Majesty
thereby, I beg your pardon. I request that I may be allowed to go.
My master is very angry with me. Please let me leave today.
Otherwise the consequences will be serious for me,"

The King replied, "No, I will not allow you to go. You must
wait, Tomorrow I will send messengers to your master to find out
the cause of his displeasure. When these messengers have
returned, but not before, you will be allowed to leave within three
dayss Do not ask me about this matter until my men have come back,
or we wlll become bad friends, you and I. . To have given you sugh
strict instructions about leaving here, your master must have
something against me., Supposing I had sent one of my boys to
Elmina, and had then dispatched my accra after him to tell him to
pack up and go and not to spend even one more day there or face the
consequences, and the General have said?. Would he not have deg¢ided

. that I had become his enemy?"

T could make no answer,

The King went on "T could almost believe now that the Elminas
spoke truly, and the General really is my enemy. Do not ask me
about your departure until my messengers come back from Elmina,"

There was general agreement with the King on all sides, and I
went sorrowfully home,

26th January 1817,

This morning the King sent for me to ask if I could tell him
how many muskets the General would give him for 50 preguns, L
said I could not say, because the General would not make the seame
price for the King of Ashanti as for other and lesser persons.

119, Thus phrased, presumably, because Huydecoper was a mulatto.
Tiirancarn white man! mich+™ he hettarn
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28th and 29th.
No news.

30th.

Today the King had me write a letter to the General, He
asked for various quantities of guns and gunpowder, and also wanted
to know how much the General would charge for 10 guns, and what the
price would be for 10 barrels of powder, He hopes to buy a
considerable quantity of both these items, but needs exact
1nformat10n .as to prlce before he can make his calculations,.

There was a big fire in the town today. Several houses were
gutted.

.- I have mistakggl& put "2%rd January" on today's letter, and it
‘cannot be altered. ' .

30th, 127

The King has told me that his boys will definitely be leaving
here today. I will therefore have to stay in this place for some
30 to 35 days.more. I asked what would happen if the boys were
not back by the stipulated time, but the King dismissed my questlon.
He is sure they Wlll return as promlsud

31st January 181?.
No news.

Primo and Secunde February 1817,
~ " No news, '

3zd.

No news, -.

4th,

To my amazement my boy, Myzang, returned today from Elmina
without bringing with him either letters or other messages from the
General., I am most disconsolate about this. All my friends
have become my enemies, Many false .reports are constantly being
spread abroad by the Ashantis and are believed by the people here,

But I think them of no consequence,: ' When I am back in Elmlna
myself, I will be able to set the rGCOrd stralght. :
S5th.

Today being the Small Adaij, I received 9 E for my subs1stence,
and the Elmina envoys and I shared the gift of a sheep.

the

s

No news yesterday and today.

8th.

This afternoon a number of houses were consumed by fire, and
man was burnt to death. He was on the roof of one of.the houses
when the fire sprang up all around. hlm, and he fell through the roof
into the 1ns1do of the house.

120« Lit., ik heb abusivelijk de brief van heden gedagtekend on
2%¢ Januari] en moest zijn.

121, 'Sic. There are two entries for 30th January;ﬂ”:» g




T

It was impossible to help him, and we saw before our eyes the
spectacle of a fine young man lamentably engulfed by the flames,
The cause of this misfortune was the strong harmattan,

%00 houses were burnt down,

9th, 10th, 11th, 12th.
No news;

1zths. 'q , , :

. I visited the King today. Laughing, he said to me, "We have
offended our master by our delays. When you reach Elmina, you
will certainly receive correction. And if the General comesfhere"
I will get my share too. What will our punishment be, my friend?

.I matched his banter, saying that . . . 122 the punishment
would become worse and worse the longer I stayed here. :

The King said, "Be patient. Everything will be all right,
I am only waiting for .the return of the boys I sent to our master
with a view to persuading him to remit your punishment. When
they come back you will certainly be able to leave, = Do not be sad.
Your master will forgive you. He now knows the whole story, and
will realize that it is I who have been the cause of his
dissatisfaction with you." : il

A4th,

Today the King's two horses died. ° It has bee¢n bitterly cold
here for the past 50 days. The air is very stimulating and :

healthy. The climate would be about equal to that of Europe 1n,
April. For some time now I have been suffering from chillblained
hands., g :

15th.

Spoke with the King today about the beauties of Europe. He
asked me what the white men thought-of him, Did they picture him
as an ordinary mean, or as a savage, who cut other men's heads off
without cause? He went on, laughing, "Huydecoper, when you get
back home, ask the General to represent me to the King (who is
master of us all) as a righteous man, The nations think of the
King of Ashanti as a bad man. You yourself can bear witness that

this is untrue, I do not punish without reason, nor do I make war

unless there is occasion for it. When our friend, the Génmeral,
comes here, he will see all my actions for himself, and -will praise
me in his letters to Europe. But tell me, Huydecoper, do you

“think the General will still come here?"

I said there was no doubt of this whatever, The General was

"only awaiting my return, The King would have to let me go, for

the General would not come until he had first seen me,

AR well," said the King. "You will be leaving as soon as
the boys that I have sent to the General come back, It will not be
long now."

25§I‘dn

During these last days I have been. asking the King if I might
prepare for my departure, so as to be ready to leave immediately
the accra and the horn-blower arrive. They are expected within a
day or so. But the King always replies, "I am waiting for the
three boys who have gone to find out the reason for your recall,

122. Three words missing, due to a curling page.
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and also the current price of guns and gunpowder. Until they return
you cannot leave," : :

(Marginal note: M"Received % sheep, this being Good Sunday.")
24th,

Today the Elmina envoys and the King's irgol123 arrived, but
not the accra. They brought letters dated January, and

these letters I immediately read out to the King. His Majesty is
still convinced that the General has been deceiving him and, so far
from doing anything about the Commany palaver, is throwing dust in
his eyes by bringing in irrelevant considerations and thus seeking
to deceive him all the more, Anything I could say was useless.
The King became angry and (next three words illegible) my master.
I said I could not defend my master with lies.,

22t ) . . .

Asked the King today if I and the Elmina envoys might leave.
He became very angry and, refusing to answer, slammed the door in
our faced, mumbling that he had no wish to keep us here for ever,
and that he would let us go when it suited him, We were
. contemptuously sent home like bad boys, with no chance to discuss
the date of our departure further. We protested that our master
needed us at Elmina, but the King chose not to believe us and would
not even look in our direction. And so we came home in disgrace.

26th,

] Today the King of Dinkira arrived here, accompanied by a huge
follow1ng, and was splendidly received. He has come to be present
at the entry into the capital of the armies of Apia and Amanqua,
and -also: to defend himself against the suspicion, ‘vticed by some,
that he is an enemy to the King of Ashantl. He arrived with three
hundred soldiers. A

The King is vexed with us today because, he says, we press him
too hard about our departure, Unhappily we are watched wherever
we go and .thus cannot run away.

27th. Feb 1817

Various chiefs have been arriving to See the review .of the
armies of Apla and Amangua, ‘This review will take place next
Monday. The Klng has been prevaricating all this time about my
departure. He is determined that I shall w1tnoss -the review of
his armies before i leave.

28th.

No peace today at all, From all directions chiefs, etc., are
arriving to see the armies, Everything has become very expensive, :
a bunch of plantains costing two tackoes, . For some days now I
have not possessed even tuppence 124 with which to buy food. I
cannot reach the King, and so cannot ask him for subsistence money.-
I am reduced to eating fried plantains, and there is great distress
in my house. I cannot even borrow money, and yet we see plainly
that the envoys who come regularly from Elmina are fully“laden with
presents sent by our master. .

From Primo to 2nd March.

Still people are pouring into the town, which is Jampacked.
Most of the newcomers are sleeplng in-the, streets, an(eja ool
accommodatlon is to be had R

125.- Spelling doubtful.
124, Lit,, gen dubbeltje.’
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Today the armies of Apia and Amanqua arrived. There was °
shooting from 10 in the morning until nightfall, and at least 50
barrels of gunpowder must have been expended. The two armies
takén together number some 30 or 35 thousand.

This morning there was a heavy thunderstorm.. Hall fell the
size of musket-balls. I held some of the hail-stones in my hands
for several minutes before they melted,

9th March 1817. : . bR
Between the 4th and today there has been a continuous uproar,
Everywhere in the suburbs there is musket fire and the making of
custom for the dead. More than 80 people have been put to death,
and over 100 barrels of powder shot off, There has been no chance
to see or speak to the King, We are suffering severely from hunger

and have no money to buy food. Fish is unobtainable, and plantains
now cost 3 tackoes a bunch, :

oAt d2th and) 15th dnstant,
' No news. No audience or speech with the King.

14th March 1817,

’ Today the goods arrived, having come through Accra.  Cudjo
Abranta brought 60 panegoeden, 35 five-gallon ankers of gin and 30
“rolls of tobacco. ¢ complained that Mr. Carillon had removed
- several ankers of drink and had openly watered the remaining ankers
in his own sight and in that of many other persons. I said thene
* Yought to be 80 pieces of panegoed and 40 five-gallon ankers, but-
he assured the King that he had received the goods as they were now,

15th,

I learn that the King has had letters from the King, but
whether this is true I know not. I tried to see the King this
evening to find out the facts, but could not gain admission.
Since the armies returned he has not been much seen in public,

16th.

Summoned by the King this morning. He handed to me two
letters from the General dated 15th February 1817, the contents of
which I read out to him in translation and demanded an immediate
answer., The letters referred to the King's purchase of powder and
guns and also requested the supply, as soon as possible, of several
thousand pounds of cotton without seeds, and also of a quantity of
the seeds themselves., Both of these commodities the General wishes
‘to buy, and he asks for fulfilment of this order within 16 days,
The King said, "Good. I will give you my reply tomorrow. My
thanks for the sugar, tea, etc., though I have not seen them yet.

T am glad to have the 19 barrels of gunpowder,"

His Majesty objected strongly to the prices quoted for guns
and powder, and tried to persuade me to fix these at 9 E per barrel
of powder and 4% E for a gun, I contented myself with asking him
if he thought that the goods he was being offered had been stolen,
and that all he had to do was to send boys to Elmina to collect them,

His Majesty is very satisfied with the presents he has received,
I asked-him what these were because, when packages are received from
the General, they are never ~ opened in my presence. I told the
King that T always knew in advance what he ought to receive, because
the letters gave full details. .But gIl he would reply was that
- everything arrived in due course, that he was very satisfied, and
that he wished me to thank the General most warhly.
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17th March 1817,

Early this morning I went to the palace with my Instructions
and all the letters received from the General, I hoped for an
answer to everything at onee, but my visit proved valueless. No
matter what I did I could not obtain entry, I went to the palacc
three times, but did not see the King on any occasion.

At 7 o'clock this evening Jack Mars arrived with two letters
from the General, I went at once to the King with the news, but
had no better success than before. We had been cooling our heels
for two hours when our patron,Poekoe, told us in the King's name
that we must go home and come back in the morning.

18th.

With Jack Mars to the King. The letters were read out in
"translation and an immediate answer sought, not only to those dated
Sth instant but also to the ones dated 15th February. Mers has
positive instructions to leave here next Friday. A1l the King -
would say, however, was that he would give us his answer tomorrow,

I said that, if he did not answer today, he would bring me into
disfavour with my government again.

He replied, "Do not worry. Mars will leave at the appointed
time.," And there was no more to be said.

19th.

Today being the Small Adaij or Good Wednesday, I called on the
King, but could not talk business, Mars received 9 ¥ and the
Elminas and I jointly one sheep.

20th.

Employed all p0851ble means to persuade the King to let Jack
Mars depart, but in vain., His Majesty assured me that Mars would
leave tomorrow morning without fail. MWhat 2V T sauiidiy s WS SGhsks
like the waiting Captain Scholtijs had to d0?"125 ~ But I could not
move the King. Nor can Mars simply go away, or he will be brought
back by force as I was, Here in Coemassie one needs the patience
of Job to stand all that happens.

23rd.

During these past few days I have never ceased trying to
persuade the King to give me his answers so that Mars can leave.
His Majesty has said simply that Mars may go tomorrow and that I
may attend at the palace with all my letters and Instructions in
order to receive the royal answers point by point. I said that it
would once more bring me into disfavour with the General if His
Majesty kept Mars beyond the stipulated time as he had done in the
case of Woortmann. But he said, "The General, for my sake, will
not be angry any more,'" :

24th March 1817.

This morning a2t 7 o'clock the King sent Mars a farewell
resent of 9 E of gold and a message to me that he would summon us
oth straight away and give us his answers, so that Mars could leave
tomorrow., But still we had no success, for His Majesty did not in
fact summon us.

125, T3y wat ik zoide omtrend het 2gten vaon O“ptn.
Scholtijs aof niet, The mo<n1nw ol thils 18 obocurcto
e, AGei TR eRL Jsbicimayany rufurchu, or may possible
relate to some previous incident of Dutch history on
. the Coast,
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Today the armies of Apia and Amanqua arrived. There was
shooting from 10 in the morning until nightfall, and at least 50

. barrels of gunpowder must have been expended. The two armies

taken together number some 30 or 55 thousand.

This morning there was a heavy thunderstorm. Hail fell the
size of musket-balls. I held some of the hall stones in my hands
for several minutes before they melted, i

"~ 9th March 1817,

Between the 4th and today there has been a continuous uproar,
Everywhere in the suburbs there is musket fire and the making of
custon for the dead. More than 80 people have been put to death,
and over 100 barrels of powder shot off, There has been no change
to see or speak to the King, We are suffering severely from hunger
and have no money to buy food. Fish is unobtainable, and plantains
now cost 3 tackoes a bunch,

10th, 11th, 12th and 13th instant,
No news. No audience or speech with the King.

14th March 1817,

Today the goods arrived, having come through Accra. Cudjo
' Abranta brought 60 pane oeden, 35 five-gallon ankers of gin and 30
“rolls of tobacco. He complained that Mr. Carillen had removed
several ankers of drink and had openly watered the remaining ankers
in his own sight and in that of many other persons. I said there
~ought to be 80 pieces of Eanegoeﬂ and 40 five-gallon’ ankers, but
he assured the King that hé had received the goods as they were now,

1 éth.

I learn that the King has had letters from the King, but
whether this is true I know not. I tried to see the King this
evening to find out the facts, but could not gain admission.
Since the armies returned he has not been much seen in public, °

16th.

Summoned by the King this morning, He handed to me two
letters from the General dated 15th February 1817, the contents of
which I read out to him in translation and demanded an immediate
answer., The letters referred to the King's purchase of powder and
guns and also requested the supply, as soon as possible, of several
thousand pounds of cctton without seeds, and also of a quantity of
the seeds themselvces. Both of these commodities the General wishes
'to buy, and he asks for fulfilment of this order within 16 days.
The King said, "Good. I will give you my reply tomorrow. My
thanks for the sugar, tea, etc., though I have not seen them yet.

I am glad to have the 19 barrels of gunpowder,"

His Majesty objected strongly to the prices quoted for guns
and powder, and tried to persuade me to fix these at 9 F per barrel
of powder and 4% ¥ for a gun. I contented myself with asking him
if he thought that the goods he was being offered had been stolen,
and that all he had to do was fto send boys to Elmina {c¢ sollect them,

His Majesty is very satisfied with the presents he has received.
I asked him what these were because, when packages are received from
the General, they are never opened in my presence. I told the
King that I always knew in advance what he ought to receive, because
the letters gave full details. But all he would reply was that
everything arrived in due course, that he was very satisfied, and
that he wished me to thank the General most warmly.
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28th, 29th, and 30th March 1817.
Have neither spoken with the King nor picked up any news.

31st March 1817,

This afternoon the two gwordbearers returned who went with the
accraito Elmina. A new Wassaw embassy accompanied them. The
accra and the others have remained in Wassaw. I have not heard the
substance of the new embassy's mission. It seems the accra is
going to be successful in his attempt to settle the Wassaw affair,
and that the present highway will link up with one running through
Wassaw country.

Primo April 1817.
Nothing happened,

Koemassie, 2nd April 1817,

Saij Toetoe Quamie,
King of all the Ashantis
To
His good friend Governor-
General H.W, Daendels
At
Elmina

My dear friend,

Huydecoper is now leaving and I must advise you, my
dear friend, that the matter which is in dispute between
English Commany and me has now reached such a pass that
I am obliged to regard you as prejudiced and as favouring
the side of the Commanys rather than my own.

When my troops were at Abra and ready to march on
English Commany and Wassaw, you requested through your
envoy, Huydecoper, that I should not attack Commany., If
I did so, you said, my actions would displease you, A
long exchange of letters ensued, and you undertook to scttle
the affair on my behalf and also to collect for me the
sums of money that had to be paid, Now all this has come
to nothing, and the Commanys refuse to sServe me or to
render satisfaction to me. Nevertheless you, my good
master, prefer that these people should not be attacked.
What am I to think of you? I cannot believe that you
will now dissociate yourself from this affair, and let me
gOo my own way. :

The Wassaws are willing to serve me. Do you wish
me to send my armies to destroy them, while letting off .
scot free those who cause daily harm to me and my people?
In truth, this cannot be, my friend. If the Commanys
will not settle their palaver with me, then there is i
nothing for it but for them to take up arms and await the
arrival of my armies.

You, my good friend and master, are the chief of the -
Elminas and also their protector. Their safety is in
your hands, The Commanys continually badger the Elminas
and steal from them, Yet you require that I pay no
attention to this, and ask that the Commanys be spared. .
This cannot be. If the Commanys will not yield to me,
there will soon be rno Commany. -
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Let them be asked once again what is their final word, #
If this matter is not settled and my troops are sent against
. Commany, there need be no further talk of satisfaction.

- Your: frlend WlSheS oL the Governor General of the
Coast of Guinea, every bless1ng and all prosperlty and
good health,

This is the mark X of Saij
Toetoe Quamie, King of all
the Ashantis,. .

Done before me, e
(Signed) W, Huydecoper, . -

B.S. Regarding the forts which Your Excellency wishes to
build al®ng the roads, I will give Your Excellency

my answer after the Commany affair has been decided. I

do not yet know whether these forts will be to protect me

or Cemmany. Soon Your Excellency will have my answer to
everything,

The above letter was most carefully dictated to me by the
King today, 2nd April, He asked me if T would take it with me, . :
I had brought along all the General's Iletters once again, but His
Majesty would not consider them, ' So long as the Commanys, he.
said, were his mortal enemies, and so.long a5 the General -
refused to approve the administration to them'of‘their'just
“punishment, he would take no decisions on the General's letters,

It would have been a simple matter, said the King, for the
~ General to have settled this Commany palaver, If the-sums._of.
money demanded were too great, they could, after proper
negotiation, have been reduoed It was Just this aspect of the
problem that he had let to the General. He would have been
very pleased to accept whatever the General was able to collect.:.. .
and send to him, But now the whole affair had been dragging on
too long, The Commanys were refusing even to serve him, much
less to render the satisfaction due.. He had frequently and
most earnestly requested the General either to deal with these
people himself or leave them to the Ashantis, but ‘this the General -
had been unwilling to do, and hdd, on the contrary, sought
forgiveness for them, In consequence, said the King, he had been .
forced to the conclusion that the reports spread abroad by the
Elminas were true, and that the General was indeed his enemy and
an ally of the Commanys.

If he had known that the General intended to keep him on a

string in this way,428 he would not have withdrawn his armies so

quickly. ‘He had always considered that he possessed no friends,
" no, nor any brothers or masters, dearer to him than the Dutch.
‘He had always been ready to open his heart and mind to them at
. all btimes But now he could almost believe that these best
friends of his had failed him, for the General's attitude in the
Commany affair had made him very suspicious. He had written to
the General in the letter taken by Woortmann that he wished to -
consult with the General, and he had been hoping the General
would visit. him. The. General- had often -said that he was ‘willing
to do this, But now, it appeared, all that was past, and -the
General had only been deceiving him.

His Majesty continued "The Wassaws were willing to
compromise, and the General instructed me to treat with them
because they were afraid to go to Elmina.

128, Lit., indien hij te voren geweten had, de Generaal de zaak
maar op sleep touw zoude houden.
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They have behaved badly towards both the Elminas and me., Their
palaver is now finished,129 Shall the obstinate and boastful
Commanys be spared? This cannot be., If they will not serve me,
I intend to teach them that they are not so important in this
world that they can palaver with one of the officers of King Saij,
much less fight against the King himself, It may be that they
have never served me before. This is no matter, . They will do
so now, and I will force them to leave the 'Elminas in peace.

The only reason why I am angry with the Commanys is because,
during the Fanti wars, they continually ill-treated and imposed
on my village of Elmina,

I cannot at present give my answers to all the General's
letters, This must wait until the General decides either to
withdraw altogether from the Commany palaver or to settle it on.
my behalf, Moreover, when my people were at Caap Cors, the ;
English did not treat them properly when making up the accounts.
The General must do his best to sort this matter out and arrange
for the due payments towbe forwarded to me, e 130

The Wassaws have requestedvthat they pay melonly‘60 preguns .
with remission of the remainder, This shows that they ..o 131

srd Apmitl 1817,

The King sent for me again today to discuss his private
trading problems. He reiterated that he could not answer the
General's letters until he knew His Excellency's intentions with
regard to the Commanys. He had appointed the collector, 132
General Cudjo Abrantja, and his senior horn-blower, officer
Kwamie Dendoe, to accompany me when I leave, though when this will

be I do not yet know,

4th and 5th.

Have neither seen nor spoken to the King. - No news therefore,

6th,

Today was Good Sunday or the Great Adaij, Before a public
assembly of more than two thousand people, the King handed me
four young slaves as presents for the General, saying, "As soon’
as you reach home, give my greetings to the master of us all and
assure him of my continuing respect, These slaves are from my
own household. Two of them have gold about their necks. Of
these one is called Accra Saij and the other Bossom (illegible),
The other two slaves have no gold., The General may baptize
these slaves if he wishes and have them bear his mark, You and
I, Huydecoper, will speak later about my private trading.

- For yourself here is a young slave to go with the girl you
have already received, and also 2 (illegible) 4 E in gold and a
large elephant's tusk. I present these to you in return for
the friendship you have shown me and for the services you have
rendered during your stay here,"

) The Elminas have been given a boy to pass on to the chief of
Elmina and as presents for themselves a eloth each. Bor, their
subsistence o « +"133

129, The first three sentences in the paragraph are a rough
translation only, The text' is ‘most obscures

1320, Rough translation only., Text is obscure.

121. The MS unaccountably breaks off here at the bottom of a
page. On the next page another entry begins.,

122, ILit., ontvanger = 'collector of taxes', etc.

133. Text agaln unaccountably breaks off. . (I suspect these

ek breaks are not lengthy.) e e
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These Elmina fellow-subjects of mine are the worst rascals
cie could find anywhere in the world. Cudjo Akon and Akkoe
have consistently done our cause as much harm as they could.
They are traitors through and through. If T had not been here,
trogps would already have been sent against Commany. All the
Kings Officers are persuaded that the Geheral is an enemy of
Ashanti. Qicause of my protests the King himself is to some
extent on ou\ side, but his subordinates are: by no means of a
like mind., During the discussion of the Commany palaver they all
said that, if the General was not prepared to settle it, he had no
right to expect the King to forgive the Commanys or spare them.
The General, they said, should stop meddling in the Commany
palaver, and leave it to Ashanti to do as it wishes and enforce
Commany 's, obedience.

The /Ashanti chiefs also say that the General has deliberately
deceived the King regarding the building of the highway. The

-~ General's statement that he will visit Coemassie is not believed.

L 8

If the General wants to come here, it is first necessary that the
Ashantis should be convinced that he is their friend.. Many
accusations have been levelled at the General from all sides.

- This is not pleasant, and certainly gives no indication of Ashanti

goodwill.

All the time the Elminas are sending via the merchants
messages to the King asking him for troops and stating that the
General is hostile to the Ashantis but friendly to the Wassaws. .
As proof they adduce the fact that the General says he is coming
here but never does. They are apprehensive that the Duteh will
desert them and cennot be reassured about this.

7th April 1817.

From morning until night I have been employing every means
at my disposal to persuade the King to let me leave here, but in
vain. He says he will not let me go until his own-business
matiters are in orders, In consequence I cannot expect to leave
until some 8 days from today.

I can see very easily through all His Majesty's subterfuges.
One of his secretaries, who is also his uncle and is named
Agquassie Kankema, has always been most loyal to the General, -
He is a very wise old man and was the first friend we made here,
I have not dared to mention his name before because Coemassie
politios are so different from our own. This man was the only
member of the court who would speak against the Elminas in the
King's presence and denounce their statements for the lies they
WeTe, He was never able to convince the majority, it is true,
but I cannot fail to praise him for the good opinion he has of
our government and for the way in which he has defended us. I
have made him the General's commercial agent here because of his
loyalty and also because of his close relationship to the King.:

8th. ;
Nothing happened. ‘Did not see the King.-

9th April 1817.

For the whole day I have been in conference with the King,
discusstmg his trading ventures. The values he places on guns,
powder, etc., are quite unacceptable. He has been trying to
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bludgeon me into agreeing to a price of 4 E for a gun and 12 E for
a barrel of powder worth 1 (illegible) 12, He makes it out that
it will be my fault if these prices are not accepted. I rejected
what he said absolutely, and asked if he thought I was foolish
enough to believe I had the power to fix prices in this way. But
despite all my arguments he intends to hold firm, and says that if
the General will not sell him guns at 4 E and barrels of
'1000-negro~cartridges'134 at the value of 1 (illegible), there
will be little trading done between the Dutch and Ashanti.

14th,

During these last days I have lost no opportunity of speaking
to the King or of trying to persuade him to issue the nécessary
orders for me to leave tonight, but to no avail. I was told I
could not go because the Assin and Assikoema armies are today
passing before His Majesty in review, and he therefore had no time
to speak to me on business. And so I had to return home, angry
and disconsolate, This afternoon I was obliged to watch the
armies shooting off their muskets. Between three and four
thousand men took part, I could see no point in the display,
except insofar as it demonstrated that the King of the Ashantis
is indeed a mighty king,

The day before yesterday the Wassaw palaver was settled,
Since the General has not chosen to intervene, the King has
decided that the Wassaws must pay 400 preguns only, instead of
the 190 (illegible) originally demanded. If the Wassaws refuse
to agree to this sum, they will lose their heads.

15th and 16th April,

No news., Tried all day to see the King, but there was no
chance of it The rains have been falling heavily for 8 or 9
days now, with frequent thunder-storms.

17tha

This morning the King had me write a letter to the General,
He will only accept guns at 4 E each and 1 (illegible), and then
only if each barrel contains 1000 negro cartridges,?135 I told.
the King that these prices are meaningless, Guns are 8 E at
Elmina and 1 (illegible) barrels go for 1 (illegible) 10. But
he became angry with me because I refused to go surety for him.
He is convinced the General will agree to these prices.

I also asked the King to take a decision about the
subsistence money which has long been paid to the King of Akkim,
but which has now been transferred to the Ashantis by right of
conquest, If this matter is not settled the Ashantis will not
be able to trade at Accra with the Dutch, but only with the
.English and Danes, I pointed out that, strictly speaking, only
the subsistence monies of Dinkira, Elmina, etc., had been
surrendered to His Majesty.

18th.
Did not speak with the King,

19th,

Today I prepared myself to leave Coemassie thils evening, but
the King prevented me,

134, Lit., kruld van 1000 neger, (See ne 135.)
135, Idit., mids ieder vatje inhoud 1000 neger patroonen.
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He claimed he wanted to send some men to the General to be trained
as carpenters and smiths (Three words missing). Consequently I
.11 not be able to leave until the 22nd instant.

20th. o
Received the following farewell gifts:

Amanquatia

Poekoe ]

Quatje Coffie

‘Cudjo Akroe kroewa

Adoe Saij

Otie :
Jouw Kokroko, 1 cloth and 1 plg
From the King himself

Owoesoe Quantabisa, 1 cloth

NS FSFSES

1 O 1

(il legiblet) 1, J4TE 126
21st. : :

Today the King placed 3 boys in my charge. Two are
destined to be carpenters and one a smith. His Majesty said he
would later send more boys who would serve the General at table,
and learn how to clean silver, glassware, plates, etc,

+ 22nd.

—

Today the King's final perm1551on was granted for me to leave,
First, however, I and my party had to swear once more that the
General was a good friend to the King and would never desert him

> or combine with other nations. against him in warj; that the

General, for the King's would forgive the Elminas for the lies
they had told about him, end, though he might punish them individ-
ually, that he would not fight them or destroy their town with .
his cannon, since this would make the Ashantis Very angry.

When these oaths had been sworn, some malabours brought out a

kind of Bible, and I had to kiss this book three times 137 to
prove to the King that the General was truly his frlend.

Occasie, 22nd April, in the evening.

Left Coemassie at 5 o'clock this evening and have stopped _ ..
here to rest -for the night. From Coemassie. to this place the
highway is completely overgrown. The trees have not yet been cut
down and the pathway has not been levelled.

On my departure from Coemassie the King gave me a salute of
15 guns (the gunfire having. to compete with a thunderstorm), He
said that, when we reach Elmina, the General must honour us with

 a similar number of rounds, for this will show he really is a

friend to -the King of the Ashantis, He has given me as escort,
and also to act later for him in the palavering with the Commanys,.
*two officers named Cudjo Abranta and Quamie Dendoe, accompanied
by ‘a tjutjus. 138 He wishes to hear from this man's very mouth
whether the Commanys will finally yield to him or not,

Adiabin, 23rd April.

After waiting in vain for my escort I left Occasie today and
will stay the night here, I understand ‘the escort left Coemassie
this morninge.

1%36. The addition of this column leads one to suppose: that

1 (illegible) = 16 E.
137, Guesswork. The next recads: en mij drie malen op deze ?77? slaar
1328, Criers.




Ligend

...: The highway from Occasie to here is very bad. Indced,
practically nothing has beén done to it. There are numerous
large trees and the ‘pathway has not been levelled at all. It
seems, therefore, 'that the frequent reports made to the King by
the overseer for this section were false.

The chief of this place has cleared very well the small <
stretch of the highway that he was responsible for . The roots,
however, are still in the ground and the surface has not yet been
made smooth. This chief is at present at Coemassie.

Assanssie, 146 24th April 1817,

I waited at Adiabin for the officers, but with no result, I
therefore set out on my journey again. This village, where I
arrived this evening, is very neat and pretty. Between Adiabin
and here the highway has been partly cut through, though the
stumps and roots are growing again fast, On the way we noticed
three small and wretched villages, all of which accepted gold and
promised to prepare for the highway by cutting down trees and
rooting out stumps, but the task has clearly been beyond them. ,
The inhabitants consist mostly of old women.,

We crossed three streams today, all of which ran most
dangerously, They must be very bad in the rainy season. Little
rain has fallen here yet and the track is very dirty.

Assikanssie, 25th.

Left Assanssie 139 this morning early, and reached here,
having passed through three villages which hardly deserved the
name, In several places the highway is fairly good, despite the
roots and tree-stumps that still remain, There are many ruts in
the track, some of them five feet deep. This is a very small
village, containing possibly 20 people. ' '

Ajankremoe, 26th April 1817,

Left Assikanssie very early this morning and, after passing
through four wretched villages, arrived at this place, which is
equally miserable, We are already beginning to sense the onset
of famine. The countless merchants who have passed this way
have stripped the forest bare... I have just paid 2 tackoes of
gold for a bunch of bananas. '

The highway from Assikanssie to here is wvery bad indeed, and
the presence of more than 100 gold-mining pits makes it very
dangerous, It is impossible to imagine that the inhabitants of
these villages are capable of constructing their share of the
highway properly. The overseers have shamefully deceived the
King, His Majesty has been under the impression that the highway
in these parts was more or less ready for use, He asked me to
make a'‘close inspection of it, and send by report back with
Quami§~?endoe. (This officer and his companions have not caught
up ye L) j rv . )

Bettiassie, 27th April 1817,

Between Ajankremoe and this village the road has been cleared
of creepers, but the trees have not yet been cut down. Close; to
phe village itself a few trees have been felled, but this has not
improved the' highway, ‘ e R :

We passed three huts belonging to the King's hunters.

e

139, BSpelling doubtful,
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28th,.

: Yesterday my bearers complained strongly that they were tired,
. and so I did not continue the journey. The delay will not only .

benefit my men, but will enable the missing officers to ecatch
me up. :

Insadjusie, 29th April 1817,

Between Bettiasie and here not a tree has been cut down. The
fallen leaves have been swept to one side, but otherwise no work
has been done on the highway at all. Yet the overseer for this
section gave us to understand in Coemassie that the track had been
cut through and the road cleared, The King is being kept in
complete ignorance of what is really happening. The caboceer
or chief of this place has made a very good job of one part of his
sector. He seems to be the only overseer who has done the work
properly. i

Famine reigns in these parts also.

The officers whom the King gave me for an escort have?étill
not arrived. I will therefore have to wait here for them for

three or four days. I can proceed no further than here unless
I have these men with me.

30th April 1817.

.The officers ﬁave still not arrived. No news, except that
we are suffering somewhat from hunger. The caboceer and his

'secretary'140 have presented me with two bunches of bananas and
6 tackoes of gold.

18t May 1817.

This evening one of the officers, Quamié’Dendoe, arrivedog
Cudjo Abratja and the tjutjuo, however, have not come yet. I am
obliged to wait, because without these men I can ‘g0 no: further.

2nd.

Sent a letter to the General by express, to. inform him" of my
progress,

I learn that the General has sent someone to Coemassie.
This man avoided meeting me by going through Assin, He has
already arrived at Coemassie,

3rd.

The letter I wrote yesterday has been brought back.,  This
is due to Cudjo Akon. 141 The chief of this place has forced
me to tear the letter up and let the express messenger go on
without it. He says he is carrying out the orders of the King,
which are that I must not be permitted to forward any letters or
writings of any kind. However much I might try to convince him
that there was no harm in any of my letters, he was not to let me
write any, not even a few lines. Akon has often seid openly
that writing is a dangerous business and must be dlscouraged.
Cudjo Abranta 142 has not arrived yet.

4th. :
Today the King's t;utjuo arrived here,

140, Iit., secretaris, In Dutch, sometimes = 'town clerk',
141. Spelling doubtful,
142, Alternative spelling.
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Sth and 6th.

No news, Cudjo Abrantja has not come yet.

' This afternoon the collector of the King of Ashanti's
subsistence monies 14% appeared. At Accra fort, when he
arrives to collect subsistence money, he is accustomed to
receiving a salute of seven guns, and he therefore expects to be
accorded the same honour when he reaches Elmina. We are leaving
here on the 10th instant,. We are suffering badly from hunger,
and cannot even buy bananas. :

8tk .
No news.

9th May .

Our whole company is now assembled and we will be ready
tomorrow to shake the dust of this famine-stricken village from
our shoes.

Inbroebajim, 10th May.

This morning we left Insadjusie and on reaching here found
that we had no choice but to sleep in the bush, This place is
named as written above. Along the highway from Insadjusie to
here the trees have been stripped but nane has been cut down.
The track is very bad,

Biepokoko, 11th May.

From Inbroebaalm to here the track is as bac¢ as it was
yesterday.

Again we had to sleep in the bush.

Cajrekoe, 12th May,

Today we reached the first Wassaw villages. It is very small.
The inhabitants are hostile to Ashantis and barely consented to
sell us some bananas, though the trees hereabouts are heavily
laden with them.

: A good houf before we reached here the highway finally gave
oute.

13th,

Today is 'evil Tuesday'144 for the Ashantis, and all my
attempts to get them moving were unsuccessful. After -much
trouble we were able to persuade the inhabitants to sell us some
bananas. No presents have been given us by the Wassaws,

Pra381e, 14th May,

We were on the march today from very early this morning until
5 o'clock tonight, keeping to the made track. This track is -
very hard on the feet but very smooth. Indeed it is a better
road for horses than the one from Coemassie to Cairékoe. The
trecs here are all very small and can be cleared away easily. .-

143, Lit,, kostgelden
144; Lit., de slegten dingsdag,
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The ground, moreover, is uniformly flat. This village has been
newly built and 0 there isi.no food to be bought. . The large
trees have been stripped and the saplings are not bearing :yet,

Doemamba, 15th May 1817.

From Prassie to here the track is unmade and very :bad, I
have been on my feet since Cairékoe and they are now sore and
swollen, Not. 2 bunch of bananas can be had at this place, and
the men are eating unripe paw-paws. We arrived here .very late
because we had so much trouble crossing the River Bossum Pra.

I am told this river is full of rocks, and one cannot travel down
it to the coast in a*boat. ¢

Bandoe, 16th.

Fron Doemamba to here is a considerable journey. It took
us at least four hours. I was offered a night's rest at ;
Dadiessie, but declined this with thanks, Twice we head tg swin,
which delayed us. The rainy season is beginning to make itself
felt in these parts.

The King's envoys have still not arrived. If it had not
been for these people, I would have been home 10 or 12 days ago.

17the

— No news. Have not set eyes on the caboceerrs of this place.

>

o

Great Commany, 18th May 1817.

From Bandoe to heré is a very long way by a very poor track,

After we had been waiting here an hour the two officers

finally caught us up They will leave with us immediately for
Elmina,
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Names of the villages between the River Bosumpra and the

King's capital:

No,
ik
2
S
4,
5.
6.
7
8.
9

1@

dlele

12

12

14,

15.

16.

17

=913

19

- 20.

20

22

23.

24,

25,

26,

27,

28,

29.

30,

ol

52

33,

20

554

36,

57

Para sue
Tjetjewerri]
Numiassue

Apadja

Ato biawa sue
Bekkwamin
Assarmani j
Anzang (chief village)
Akkrofrome
Monzai j

Quissa

Fommena

Dompo Aséie
Tjabossu
Embedoema
Essamie Enkwanta
Dottie sue

. Akkankewa Assie
. Adedewa Assie

Samfoe

Kroaba (?Kroala)
Edjun Assie

Amou affoe
Adjuabinba
Assumand ja

Biepo sue
Adjumamoe
Adoenkoe
Sakkraka

Adiabin

Di (?De) Dossuwa
Konkermassie
Adassie
Enkankewa assie
Okasie

Affafar (?Assafar) heein

Koemassie (the King's capital)

These are all
Assin villages

Ashanti
villages

(List of presents received by W. Huydecoper.)

(List of presents received by Sjt. Woortman.)
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LIST OF PRESENTS

ONTE | wawES OF PERSONS FROM By
AND DAY | oM PRESENTS RECEIVED of | PR
sladlel ale =
1816 At Abra,. Received
MAY from:
6 | Apia (for a sheep) - |- o e S T
" Barriekie - - | - 1 - -1 - - -
\ Jouw Kokroko - - 1 200 2.0 b=l g
! Djesie = | = 1 A PR R | SO
" Awarrie - | - =l =1 = A=
‘ 1 Cudjo apannij - | - -1 - -1 -1 1| -
SRR P e e T
\
|4t _Adiabin, |
- O e
21 | Owoesoe quanta
biesa ?Chief) - - 1 - 110 - - =
At Koemasie. ‘
25. | From the King 1 1 1 00 ROO 4 114 | =
27 | General Poekoe ‘ - - - li25 20 = 721 &
Y General Adoematta - | - 111010 | - | 4%
u Quacoe piepien - | - 2t 2ol B =S s S
" | Apia's wife ’ - | - = lliu=d® 24 =1 =
28 | Saij Cudjo and Sala - | - -1 -1 6] -1 2| -
Jouw : ;
" A581ant13n 1 - - | SR i G R e
29 | Quatje Coffie (General)' — - Jir20 1t 10 ] =i 38=
30 | Adjuwa pienaman and - | - - =1 4] -1 1 -
Ecoea
" | Adoemma S o 11 gl10] -] 8| =
" Jouwa Odifiee - - 1 -1 10 - 6 -
v Quacoe pon - - - -1 2 - 1 -
F Y Bekko Saij (Chief) - | - = |F7240) || 2lon [ = | [ e) |
1 Nuaffer S I R | | e S e ey A
" | Adoe = |l = B - AP i RS A L g
U eiee) == = i e alaarl Sy i =
Carry forward 9] 1 9 1185 55,0 8 |12 =
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GOLD

SDATESL ail NAMES

CoOWS .«
Pigs.
Sheep
Yams.,
Bunches o
Plantains

Oz
E
Tacks

=
n
—
W

=Y
W
~J
S

$rought forward 247 1526 |

1816 ‘ ;

- JUNE |8 | Otjirie
: j 1 Adoe nunkrie
Y Debbera Cudjo
4 Assiantijn
; | Ponwarri j
i " | Apia
“ | Korrantimma
10| Cobbia

‘| Ankra

"l Attawa Kulsle
."'| Fossue .
Lo bet | Adee Sboetoe
! " | Dendoe bin
i - |11} Owoesoe Ackotia
13 | Oduro !
" | Tando :
15 | The Klng
17 | Amanquatia
Coffie Sram
30 | Odifiee

o
LI EREEE

N
SRS N N o

SNE i
FFOFOFI OODEONIT
i |

BN S

—
I YOO

(YR |1 NN 1A IS8 o 1R RS 1 SRR RO JA 035 (8 R [ [ |
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i

o
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I s P T o o = Yt 1 e o o St ke e (e
BT TR~ T

- JULY 5 | Jouw Sekkerla
§ j Kwadoe
25 | Quamin Dendoe
i Aboad je

‘ocT, ' | 6| Boatin

0400
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0 g
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Ay

o
e o e
i

WM
SR e )] S on P N 5

20

P
i
i

'sEP! |21 | From the King S ORI S 0

1 21 151331 |671 | 20|1 4

(signed) W. Huydecoper.

-
i

e Sic, ‘The September entry has been added after the October one.

i
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N. B. Also received at various times from the King 1 es
9 E and 3 or 4 sheep, and from Jouw Kokroko 3 ¥ gold and 1 sheep.

Gold 1 = A20E

L =

§ (signed) W, Huydecoper.

Ser%eant Woortman received in presents from the King
1 e8 2

(added later)

Y
Woortman, for departure 9 E
% The men 1 68 12 F
' Departure 6 E
"- My boys 9 F
1 1st January 1817. Received as presents for the New Year

s 1 e8 2 E, 1 sheep and 16 yams,
On 5th Februery received for subsistence 9 E and % sheep.
2%rd Feb, % sheep,
: 19th March % do.
"  March as a present from the King 9 E.

24th April. Received for my departure 1 sheep, 1 tusk,
2 e8 4 F gold, 1 tiger skin, 1 stool with cushions and 1 cloth.

Ib 20th April 1817. ‘Received from the King 9 E,
i from others 1 - 14

es2 - 7
L] B e

Insadjusue, 30th April 1817. From the Chief and his
linguist, 6 tackS.

=g
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In our 'village of 8 dwellings', 26th April 1816.

This morning at 6 o'clock I took a hasty leave of the General and
_the others at Elmina, and set out with my men along the beach. ‘e turned
into the bush behind Christens's plantation, and made towerds Abra Camp,
After travelling for some distance we arrived at Foeampong. This village
“we found still inhabited, and we went through it without disturbing anyone.
_‘Next we arrived at Caboceer Esservie's place, which was unoccupied. His
il Vlllage, anu,well bullt. '

The track from Elmins thus fér could be made into a good one guite
easily. A few large trees would have to be cleared awey, but this could .
be doné Wwith 1ittle trouble. The name of. this place is é?lle 1b1;7 Annoe.
Most of its inhabitants have fled to Elmina or to the Fantes. I rested
here for a while, and gave my men a drink from the: chest.t :

e set out again soon, however, for we wanted to spend the night

at a more suitable spot. TFor this reason we passed straight through Simboe
without stopping. e noticed that it had been plundered by the Ashantis,
but not burnt. From Simboe to Afontoe the track was very bad for: travel-
ling in a hammock, being narrow and inconvemient. Their difficulties took
some of the heart out of my bearers, for a short time ago this trace was
suitable for horses. Along the whole way we saw nothing remarkable,

though the sonz of the birds in bhe trees gave me special pleasures

At Afontoe we took some food andlhaﬁ a lengthy pull at the gin bottlea
"Ath this to encourage us, we set out again at once with renewed good
spirits, and so comtinued until we arrived at this ‘village of 8 dwellings'.
It also is empty, though undamaged. The Ashantis made a point of not
burning it because they use it as a resting place.

On the way we met several fshantis who had been sent by the General
of the army to Flmina to tell the three officers? there to return to camp
immediately because their leave of absence had expired long since.

“lhen the forward scouts’ of this Ashanti party learnt from us that we were
bound for Kumasi, they were so pleased that they immediately shouted to
their companions that they should give way to us. This the remaining
Ashantis, with every appearance of pleasure, did, shouting, "Out of the
way! Out of the way! Here comes the son of the Company that rules the
Dutch fort!" and .made so much noise that I could hear them'from my
position at the rear of the column. As we went past, each man bowed
deeply, and with great respect. I gathered from one of them that General
Appiah is very angry with his envoyse. He has sent several messages to
them, but has received no reply. They have been at Blmina for-a long time,
and he has bound himself with several powerful oaths to carry them off by
forece as socon as he arrives at Elmina. .

Ve passed through two Fante willages, but do not know their names.

The envoys at' Elmina have sent.me a message, suv“estlnu that I awals
them at Simboe. I have replied, however, that I infend to go as for as
my people can carry me, and will wait for the envoys there. ( I aid in

" fact wait for them in our 'village of 8 dwellings' until darkness arrived

but they did not come.)

I have retained the services of two Ashantis as guides to show me
the way, and have had to pay them a bottle of drink, a handful of cardo
tobacco and a pipe. /ghort indecipherable passage followsa7

Y. Relder, 1iti *cellar!
2. Vaandrigen, lit. 'emsigns, cornets, sub-lieutenants'
3. Voorlopers, lit. 'precursors, forertwners, heralds'
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In our 'village of 8 dwellings', 29th April 1816. y

This morning I was up early and took a walk in the bush to see [
whether the soil was good or not. It seemed to me that something could
be made of it. I discovered several cabbage-lilke plant5,4 which tasted :
excellent, ' (+]

T waited for the envoys from Elmina until 9 o'clock, but learnt
from passers-by that they are not expected to leave there until ngnesday-
I therefore ordered my men to prepare immediately, and we began the
Journey to Abra. -

At Abra Bettinqua, 29th April 1816.

e left our village at about half past nine o'clock, and having
passed through some 15 or 16 hamlets, arrived.safely at this place.
Twelve men were here to meet uss They had been sent by General Appiah
to carry my baggage. The sabeldrager? informed me, in the name of his
master, that I was to stay here until further orders. I-sent the man ®
back, and also his sword, bezring my compliments to the General, and
seeking to know if I might stay the night where I was. MNeanwhile a 'great

officer! arrived, greeted me, and told me that he had come to conduct

me to my provisional lodgings, where I would stay until orders came fror

the Camp ° €
’

By this time T was much embnrrassed by the great crowd of sight-
seers that had collected, and feared for the safety of my possessionse
I was therefore glad to be in a fairly safe place. The house was well
equipped, and had two good windows and 2 door. The press of people
continued, many coming to look at me again and again. I asked them in
friendly manner to leave me in peace for a while, but little attention
was pald to my request. Finally, the 'great officer'! was good enough
to post two armed soldiers in front of my house, and this helped a
great deal.,

This place is the left wing! or vanguard of the encamped army.
There are certainly more than 3,000 men here in all. I gave the officeis
a drink, which they accepted with high good humour. ihen they had
finished their refreshment, they returned with more than a hundred men
to thank me. They also brought the empty bottles backs '

After about an hour, Appiah's sabeldrager returned with orders
that I should enter the Camp immediately. I am bound to say that all t S
the men of the vanguard seem very pleased at my presence. It is hard —
to put my feelings into words. I am receiving most friendly treatment,
and everyone is very obliging. But despite all the courtesy the consta.it
visiting has been very tiring for me.

Soon we set off again, and errived at Abram at 4 o'clocks I g
have 1ittle to say about this place, except to complain about the elamour
and throng of people. Good God! ‘hat o crowd! I thought to myself,
"How is it going to be possible to get through them without a troop of
soldiers?" £And indeed it was with great difficulty that we forced our
way. 1 had my feet on the soldiers' heads, which they bore with great
good humour .

“hen I had dismounted from my hammock, a 'great officer' of

Appiah's staff came to greet me, and led me to a place where there were =Y
three huts. These, on Appiah's orders, had been cleaned and made

k. XKoolplanten, lit. 'cabbage-plants'. it

5¢ TIdts, 'smord-bearer'.

6. Groof veandrig.. o e

7« Script here is ‘almost illegibles 'Left wing' is a possible
reading, but no more thon that.



ready for us, their usual occupants having been obliged to remove them-
selvess « This offlcer is called Cudjo Apannij, and he is renowned as a very
brave man.

liy belongings were stored in my hut, and my flag set up outsides
I had hardly been installed for a gquarter of an hour, when two of Appiah's
boys brought me two wooden bowls containing roast pork and mashed nechanopd
They also brought a message from Appiah informing me thet I should take
my rest in this hut until next d“y, when he would prov1de me with betler
accommodation. ‘He commended me into Cudgo Apannij's care. The hubs we
were given were wretehed afifaiws, situsted right in the midst of the
soldiers' quarters. line was 5 feet long, 5 feet wide and most uncemfort-
able. ‘It was not even 5'feet hights

I had sat down %o eat when I sud&enly heard a frightful yelling

and shouting outside. Being curious, I asked what the noise meant. To

my surprise the answer was that the troops of General Barrielkie were
trying to take me by force from those of General Appiah, and were assembled
outside for the purpose. The result was the greatest confusion. Barrielic
claims that he is the youngest of the commanders? snd that in conseguence
all white men would be put in his charge. Appiah denies this, and now
Barriekie is ready to fight to get me away from Appiah. The dispute

became very seriouse. Appilah's men, with their guns af the ready, dared
Barrickie's to come on. Matters reached such a pass that I began to be
Prightened. I sent my boy with my staff and chain to Appiah to urge

that nothing foolhardy be done and that it would be sersible to settle

he palaver at once. But his men shouted, "No! DNo! We won't yield him
Upe We gave him lodging firsts  He shall neot go. [He is our @aster, and
we will die for him." Let Barriekie himself come here if he dares."
Despite all this Appish went with my boy to see Barriekie in order to
settle the palaver. His men continued to shout, "e will fight!" and
refused to let me go. At last my boy returned snd told me that every-
thing had been put off until the morning. At this everyone calmed down

. immediately. Appiah, however, was still mistrustful, and had 50 men

sleep around my hut to protect me against 30551ble night attacks I
was not myself quite reaspured, and had all my own men spend the night
outside ny hut as well.

In Cemp Abra, 30th Lpril 1816.

.

This morning the soldiers begsn to quarrel among themselves aga
and made enough noise to raisec the Devili The turmoil soon became Jjus
as bad as it had been the night befores Once more I sent my boy with
the staff and chain to ask Appish to settle the affair. A solution to
the trouble must have been quickly found, and Appiah apparently lost
the argument, for I soon had orders to-move my quarters.

j_1
ta

To setitle this palaver cost me four bottles of .drink, for I had
to pay the men who had kept guerd on my hut during the nlght and also
had fo pay fer the use lof ‘the hut ftself, I felt I must give my own men
a bottley Too. 5

The camp seems to be unusuglly full of troops. As
have paild, my compliments, I will go for a walk and have a

In Comp [bre, 1st Mey 1816.

S

No news today. I have enough provisions to la
About 12 o'clock I received two trays of food from Gen

8. Obscure. Pechang could be plcuan

from Mal'. pisang = 'banena'
or here, pr05umably, 'plantain.’

0.y

9. Obscures. The sense might be "the most junior of the commanders".
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from the 'great officer' Cudjo Apannij 8 small ggntgeslo and one Zillegiblé?
of gold #o buy meat. I was in no position to refuse these gifts, and
passed them on to my men,

T have not yet received permission to go out, nor has any of the
three generals communicated with me. My hut is almost over-run with people.
Some come to greet me in Appish's name, somé in Barriekie's. Others come from
Amangua and others again from Youw Kokrokes They say, "I am the King's son,
I am the King's brother," etc., and all of them take a drink from me. Those
sent by the generals come preceded by the sword and accompanied by 8, 10
and sometimes 15 mens BEach has his ‘stool with him, and here they sit until
they have finished their drinks. They say that, if I do mnot give them
something to drink, the royal family will be offended. Six 'great officers'
visited me one after the other. I did not dare refuse their requests.
It was unlucky that I had my 5 ankersll i, yiew and not locked up in chests
where they might have escaped notice. Altogether my visitors, about 50 in
all, emptied a good 7 bobttles. €

I sent General Appiah a bottle from the chest and two flasks drawn
from keg. To Barriekie I sent one bottle from the chest and another drawn
from keg. To Amanqua and Youw Kokroko the same as to Barriekie and, in
return for my lodging, one bottle from the chest to Cudjo Apannij. Other-
wise, nothing of interest to report todays.

In Cemp Abra, 2nd May 1816.

o

This morning General Appiah sent to greet me and inguire after my
welfare. I dispatched my boy to pay my compliments in return and to express -
my best thanks for the General's courtesy towards me. At ten o'clock T
sent him two fine fowls baked in the pan which, so he told my boy, tasted
very good. In exchange he supplied me with palm wine and food. My men,
however, have not yet réceived anything from anybody.

Today Appiah offered to place one of his sons in my service, giving
me leave to take the boy with me and employ him as I see fite The lad
seems willing and capable, and I have accepted the charge.

I have become terribly weary of the constant stream of officers and
royal relatives who come to visit me. They are still appearing at my lodgings,
despite the great numbers who came yesterday and extorted so much liquor
from me. Already one and a half chests of drink have been emptied. More- g
over, one whole chest was lost on the way here, when one of the bearers '
dropped it and smashed 10 bottles. - This is a serious matter, for one
cannot replenish stocks of liquor in these parts. I have consoled myself

by giving vent to some quite unnecessary abuse, which can do me no good.

Up to now I have neither seen nor spoken to any of the four generals. L
General Appiah has sent word that he much regrets his inability to visit
me, If he came, he says, the other gemerals would suspect him of holding
secret talks with me. I must not disclose my mission until the envoys have
returned from Elmina. Vhen they are back, then everything can be discussed
publicly. This disappointing information does not pleese me at all, If
it were not that some of the King's presents were left behind, I would not
have the patience to stay here any longer, The matter is out of my hands,
however, because I do not know when the envoys are to return.

This afternoon I took a walk through the camp to see how big it was.
After en hour and a half I became so tired that I had to ecome backs It
would not he possible to reach the end of the camp in a day's march.

10s Kantje by the dictionary means 'small piece of laece'. Could the
meaning here be pieces of trade cloth used as currency? .

11, Anker, a keg of a capacity of 1 anker.  1 anker = ca. 9 gallons,
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General Qmanqu"‘" c”'* s at 1east one hour away from fpoluh's and Barriekie's.
General Youw. Kokrokoﬁs 1S 5ti11: furuher off, IHe commands 3,000 troops, and

my eoflmatb s that there are at least 10,000 under uhe command of Appiah,
Amanquah and Barrlekle.l2

Fhen I: ret urnec from my'walﬁ, General Appiah's- sword-bearer came
to see me. He 'told me that, when evening came, I was to move to lodgings
in Barriekie's camp.  Agreement had: finally been reached that I must change
y'Wo&gingd.‘ At this news I cleared out of my poor little hut, and set
out at once for my new’ house, with all my baggage following behind me,
my flag going on before, and accompanied by more than two thousand men.
Singing away, the' soldiers brought e into the presence of General Barrickie,
who was sitting in state surrounded by some of his offlcers. He gave my
his hand three times and pressed - mine warmly., . I was then provided with
a stool and a bottle of watered ligquor. . All watched while I twied it.
Then Barriekie stood up and said that he was putting me in the charge of
a sword-bearer who would conduct me to my.new house, He added that if T
lacked for anything I should let him know. He also told his people that
no one was to be allowed to plague or pester me. (This order was in vain;
I was soon overwhelmed ewn more than before. o ¥

I had been in my house only a short while when the General came in
person to ask if I was properly accommodated. I.answered that I was,
though to speak truth I was feeling very miserable. " I must not forget,
of course, that I am in.a Camp and not in a village.. This hut I am now
in is certainly better than the one I was given by Cudjo Apannij. Then
Tllefit there)y L gave fpannij- L fathoms of panegoedl? ang o bottle of drink,
and to the officer who commanded the 50 men who kept watch over me I gave
two fathoms. Vhen Barriekie had been seated for a while, I let him have
a dram or two out of one of my bottles. He thought, however, that I was
presenting him with the whole bottle, and took it away with him when he
left, I watched it go with a heavy heart.

I hear the envoys are due to arrive tomorrow morning. I hope this
is so, for I am not at all accustomed to a military life. All the time
I keep hearing, now from this direction, now from that, the sound of pipes
and horns. I sit trembling in my house, and wonder if my bravery will soon
be put to the test and whether I will be forced to set out for Kumasi:without
waiting for the arrival of the envoys. T hear from many people that
Appiah is definitely resolved to attack Commany. This action on his part,
if it is %o happen, will be solely at the instigation of the Elmina chief,15
Jan Nieser, and his terregrancesl6 teeedeeheeesennd?  Other Ashantis say

that Appiah has no orders to do anything other than fetch Cudjo Koeme and
the rest of the Fantes who are in hiding at Commenys I had a few words
with Appiah in the name of General Daendels, urging him to abandon his
resolve. The matter was handled secretly. Everyone should seck.to advance
the interests-:of his mauter\gnd suppress an unlawful chief whenever this

is possible.l8-

This Jan Nieser has often been the causé of disobedience on the part
of the people of Elminha against the Government, His constant inciting of
the population and his numerous villainies were the cause”of his being
thromn out of Accra, though this banishment does not secem to have taught -
him much of*& lessons This wicked man, this root of all e¥il, who has long

12, The initial figure of the total "10,000" given here is unfortunately
blotted. It could be a.l, a L4 or a 6. :

13, Meaning unknown, but obviously a type of :cloth.

1L, Last two sentences in this paragraph are very obscure.

15. Lit., koning, but 'chief' seems a better translation than 'king'

16e Térrecsrandea [— Yelder ', e :

17. Here :'xin, orizinal is very .obscure.
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been a thorn in the flesh to us, is now ‘in a fair weoy .to bring down the
Goverment of Elmina itselfs' He¢ sprecds wickedness which all know about,
but none dare spesk of. I myself mcke no bones about saying that this
man is not only overween:mg, and ambitious but o ringlender and = trouble-
maker, and if he is not watched carefully by General Daendels, he will

be Emperor of Hlmina yet. The mon Adom knows him well, and much may be
learnt from [Ldam by meons of soft words. He is trustworthy, moreover,
ond will say in Nieser's presence anything the Governor wants him to say.
I have often heard him describe how Jan Nieser tolks: "Now I am king
over all. The white men dore not do anything to me. They have to cone
to me if they wont onything." I have also many times heard how the
gg@erkoninﬂ,’9 by name [boe, says to his moster (for his is Nieser's
slove), "You are our lord. ile wont no one over us but you, " at which the
'Emperor! laughs in great glee so that hils belly shakes.

Tonorrow I will presént my compliments to Genefhls fLppiech, fmanguo
and Youw Kokroko. - There has not been an opportunity before. General
Borriekie has honoured me with o visit,”and is proving very offable.

In the Comp, 3rd May 1816.

ThlS morning I had my hammock prepwred and went. to present ny
compliments to the generzls.

B to my 1"n610rd, who received me in o most friendly monner.
He mede no comment on the fact thati I had come, however. L pedid hio
my compliments stending up.

From there I went to greet .ippish. This I did in the name of
the General of Elmins. Again, I performed my duties standing up or, I
should rather say, Iistood because no stool wrs. produced for mes

From there to Amanqueh, who was indisposed. ‘ They say he is mad,
and cannot tell one person from another. The cause is thought to be
that he put o mad women: to desth and she has been vexing his spirit
ever: SincEe

Lastly I went to Youw Kokmoko's camp, which lay in flat and
low~lying ground. I quickly sow that here T wes meeting o real generaly
and one who understood his g grofe551on. Lis soon as he letrnt of nmy -
arrival, he sent to ask me to teke o seat under a large tree, since he
wes not yet ready to receive me.  fAccordingly I went and sat under this
trees Before long I heard o drum béing beaten. Lt this signal ormed
soldiers came running from all directions, with their officers following
behind thems Everyone assembled under another tree necrby. Then the
general, splendidly attired in a white cloth,20 appeared from his
dwelling and took his seat omong his men. He had me approach, escorted
by an officer and four soldiers. At his request I returned to my
hammock and sat in it (he wished to see one), and approached againe Iy
reception was fit for a king., The General stood up, shook me by the
hand three times and offered me the stool next to hise. Iiy visit save
him much pleasure. He gave me a bottle of drink for my becrers, which
I passed on to them and which they finished on the spots I stayed for
at least an hour, then took my leave and rode off in my hammock.

I had not been in my house an héur when General Youw  Kokroko.came
to pay his compliments to me. We sat talking for o good while. T gave
hin o bottle of gin?l from my chest as = present. He is very intimate

19. th., 'v1ce—roy,' but the word is often‘used by: the Dutch in the
sense of 'second-ln—cowm nd e

20. Paantje, ¢ dlmlnutlve of paan, which comes from Port. pano,"/L cloth
Wwhich negroes ‘use to surround their bodies from the waist to the
knees or somewhat lower" (Van Dale).

2l. Genever (mod, jenever), i.e. Hollands;'or Dutch, gin.

£
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with me for so short 2 period of acquaintance. He asked me whether or
not I had brought something for him from Elmina. I said I had not,
explaining that the General 'at Elmina had not known for certain that
there were more than three generals in-the Camp. The envoy whom he, Youw
Kokroko, had sent to Elmina, had neither swords nor staffs with him, and
the General had not known whether to pay him honour or not. This envoy
had, however, asked for a fla:, and the General had provided me with
one.. I had also been ordered to find out the truth about the exact
number of Ashanti generals when I reached the C mp., This information

I now had, and I would write to the General and request that a present
similar to those already delivered should be sent to Gezeral Youw
Kokrokos At this he expressed much satisfaction, and thanked me.

I will indeed write to General Daendels at the first Opporfunity,
and suggest thit Youw Kokroko has his share of favours. He is of the
same rank as the other generals.....22 i

I have forgotten to mention that Youw Kokroko sent me & bunch of
bananas and 2 chickens. He wanted to take the flag away with him, I
told him, however, that he must be natient until the envoys come back
from Elmina. Then the other presents will be distributed, and he will
get hisiflag.

Lth May 1816.

This morning I received greetings from Generals .ppiah and
Barriekie and sent them mine via zny boy.

I went for 2 walk today and found myseclf outside “ppiah's hut. I
therefore called on him: He is an excellent old man, kind-hearted and
obliging. I had no sooner returned home and was busy writing than he
walked right  into my hut. Laughing, he . teok me by the. hand, and siid,

"I haye come to sece you. You need not send messages to me.' . I invited
him tio ‘sit on my.bed, which he did. I told him that I was very distressed
that the envoys from Elmina had not arrived yet. = He said they would
definitely be here today. He accepted a dram and went awiy.

Just at that moment 1 learnt te my great joy! that the enveys from
Blmina had indeed arrived. Before long the most senior of them, Awarrie
and Djesie, came to sse me. Adoe, however, did not appear. Awarrie
and Djesie greeted me breast to bre:st, after the fashion of the
Portuguese when two friends meet after a long parting. They were still
dressed as for a -journey, and their men had their muskets on their
shoulders. They told me that they had not had the honour of any Zfurther
conversation with General Daendels since the time I left, which had
vexed them. I gave them something to drink and they went on their way.

I was indeed very glad to see these envoys. They have promised
me that. tomorrow they will without fail publicly give an account of
their mission, so that I will be able to leave here quickly.

I have bought half a fat hog for 3 fathoms of cloth and 1
bottle. of drink.

5th May 1816.

Last night there was a general jollification throughout the Camp.
Drums, flutes and horns sounded and all the caboceers dsnced. For the
Ashantis today is a good Sunday .23 By late at night the clamour was
dying down, but with the coming of dawn the tumult started up again.
FPestivities lasted until about noon or 1 o‘clock, when the senior
general, Appiah, took his seat on his chief's stool under a great arch.
There he received the greetings of everyone present in order of
seniority. I was the first

22. Obscure.
23« L.c. the Kwasi-adae. This has reference to the Akan Aduanan calendar
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to be invited to pay my respects, then came General DBarriekie, then 2
'great officer' representing fmanqua, and then General Youw Fokroko.
After this 211 the dignitariesﬂt- and officers came up in turn.

Appiah withdrew for = moment to his house and returned with three
BEnglish gold pileces which he gave to me. With these I bought a sheep,
which was carried to my hut in a golden vessel by ippich's own sword—
bearer. This man I dashed 2 fathoms of panegoed. (He hed nade 2 point
of asking my boy if he might have something by way of a present.) As
lppiah was leaving the assembly, he said to me that I ought now to visit
Barriekie, Amanque and Youw Kokroko and bid them good morning., This I
imnediately did. From Barrickie I received 2 sheep and some bananas, and
fron Youw Kokroko another sheep, 10 taminees and 2/ bunches of bananas.
Fron Amanqua, however, I got nothing. To the men who brought the sheep
to ny hut I gave 2 fathonms of panegoed each. A1l this visiting reminded
ne of New Year's Day at Elmina, when children run from house to house
collecting their presents. To tell the truth, I felt more than a little
ashaned. However, to be allowed to visit ireat men on festival days such
as this is 2 considerable honour.

iAppieh told me that the envoys would not be received in audience
today, this being a day when no business may be done. At least, this
is what he said to me in public. Ieter, at about 3 o'clock, he sent word
that he and the other dignitaries were conferring and were ready to listen
to whet I and the envoys had to say to them. I immediately prepared nyself
and rode off to the meeting in ny hammock.

Djesie, speaking for a1l the envoys, described the experiences
they had hed et Elmine. He gawe his recitel in great detail, recounting all
that had transpired between the eavoys end the General, listing the
kindnesses which he and fhe others had daily received at the General's
hands, 2nd speaking warmly of the chest of gin and other liguor which had
been prbvided. His report was so favourable, indeed, that it rejoiced
Be to hear it.

Next, Djesie scotched the lies spread abroad by Coema, and told
the real truth about the Commany affair. Then he had finished speaking,
T took my instructions from ny pocket and remarked that everything that
Coenma had told then as coming from the chief and terregrandes of Elmina
was nothing but a pack of infamous lies. I said thet no messages,
however authenticated, should be accepted by the Ashantis as truly from
Elmina unless somebody directly representing the General of Flmina were
present and even then the person present must be able to prove that
the General had in fact sent him. The Ashanti generals expressed
agreement with this.

I then spoke to them very earnestly about General Daendels's
wishes concerning Commany. I said it was definitely my superior's
desire that the Ashantis should not go there, and that it was hoped
General lfppiah would desist if he had an attack on Commany in mind. To
these words, however, I received no answer. [ppiah said that he and his
colleagues would sleep on the matter and let me know tomorrow what
they had decided. I suspect that they are determined to take Commany
and, when there, will demand the surrender of all the Fantes who have
taken refuge in the town. If the Commany people refuse to yield these
fugitives up, then the Ashantis will burn the town and kill all the
inhebitants, who will have brought this fate on themselves by their own
obstinacy. I cannot, however, state any of these things with certainty.
I am merely repeating here what the young men in the Ashenti army
tell mes.

On the whole I did not really expect that all my business here
would be completed todaye Meanwhile I thank God that we have got on

2L. Grooten. Perhaps 'elders' would be a better transleti’-ons,
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thus far and that I will be able to continue my journey this coming

Tuesday. On Monday, we are told, it is not permitted to travei. I have
asked Appiah to provide some men for me: 12 as an escort and 12 to carry
ny goods. He-has promised to arrsn e this. :

P
a,

I have handed their presents over to the generals and have given
General Youw Kokroko his flaz. They are all very pleased, and have asked
me to write t6 Genernl Daendels to express their thanks. This I will do.

I have also inguired sbout the presents for the King which the
envoys have brought with them. dAwarrie says he has what he is responsible
for, but cannot speak for Djesie. Adoe, who is Lmanquah's envoy,. and
Enpoh,25 who represents Appiah and is also his linguist, have not brought
anything. They say that two chests of gin were by ill luck dropped and
the bottles inside smashed to pieces. To prove the falsity of these
absolute lies, I asked to see the broken chests, but they were not florth-
coming, I warned the envoys that unless by tomorrow the chests had been
sent to me, I would tell the King when I saw him that his representati-
ves were thieves. They secmed, however, to pay no attention to my. threatse

The peace made with the Fantes is as follows: . that the Ashantis will
remain in Fante territory until CudjoKoema has been captured; that so
lcag as he is not in Ashanti honds the Fantes must not take it amigg Iif
some of their people are'panjared! and sold by the Ashantis, who have to
keep themselves in food while in foreign territory; and that the Fantes
must similarly not object if some of their people are done away with for
similar reasonse. Apert from this, nothing has been decided. Here in the
Camp, killing goes on daily. I will say nothing of the nurders tecause
the subject is too horrible. " It ds clear, however, that a.true peace has
by no means bcen concluded yete

At Abra, 6th Moy 1816, ; ,

Nothing happened todaye This morning I prepared to lcéave here, and
was willing, if necessary, to travel without an escorts : I have received
no enswer from Appiah about Commanye It is probably true that he intends
to go theres This afternoom I sent a message to him, specifically to get
at least some information omnithe subject, but in wain. I have therefore
taken leave ‘of the other gemerels without roising the matter ~zain.

I received from Djesic o« sheep, 2 éillcgibi§726 of gold and some
bananas, for which I gave his boy 2 fathoms of cloth; from Awarrie 2
Zzllcgib1é726 of gold, a chicken =nd some bananas. LI have . settled ny
account with my servent (who is o junior officer of Barrickic's), and am
paying him 2 fathoms of cloth for his services and for the use of the
hutss He has been of the greatest value to, us while we havc been here
in the Campe.

I learnt yesterday ‘that Cokbena Esservie has been seen on
the road with 6 others. The Ashantis have been out Yooking for

them, but none of the party has been captured yet,

Manqua Mankesu, 7th May 1816.

Today at 6 o'clock I left Abra, travelling without an escort.
Appiah definitely promised to give me sore men to act both as an
escort and as hearers, but he does mt seem to, have rmeant it,
My hammock ' men have thus to carry my luggage as well as me,

Between Abra and this place we went through thirteen villages.
A1l had been burnt and .some of" tie hiouses pulled down. The
distance -from Abra to here is ten hours, for nine of which I have
had the honour of walking on my bare feet. There was no chance

25. Spelling doubtful.
26. Looks like a conventional symbol. Might stand, perhaps,
for ‘sckies'?



o

whatever of uy being carrieds The pathway was unmade, rough and muddy, with
numerous larze tree-trucks fallen across it. During the whole journey we
never had evcn four feet of straight track; it was a case of 'to the:left
for two feet, then to the right for three feet,! and so one The going was
very difficuit, and delays frequent,

The villiage we are in now was at one time inhabited by three nations,
Ashantis, Fantes and Assinse All traded here., At present, however, there
are no inhabitants, and the willage has been partly burmts

Before .- left Abra, Barriekie paid me a final visit, and brought me 10
barrels of !'lhing's gunpowder'.27 I discovered that these had been tampered
with and the gunpcwder adulterated, amd I refused to accept thems I asked
hin to send “he barrels to the capital, and when I arrive there I will '
discuss the natter with the Kings More than two peunds of powder, mcrEeover,
have been stolem out of each barrel.

Bariiek.e has also promised to send after me the gunpowder brought by

the envoys ad intended as a present from the General at Elmina to the King.

So faf I havc seen nothing of its (It is as well I had the full details
of these presents from the: Gemeral before I lefti Otherwise the King
would certai-ly not be likely to receive all of them!) During the
ceremony at “he Camp, General Youw Kokrcko said he would supply men to
carry this puwder to the capital, pointly8 out that he and I will both win
much honour by such an arrangement . « But the King will learn the truth
in the end,
During “he journey today we saw_abbaco trees and lantas,which yield
good timber :or planks, and are also suitable for ships! masts and sparse
Everything in this village seems very dear. For a few bananas, which -

we got from rome Ashantis,” I had to pay one gold piece per buhch;29 and evem

then the bar ain was concluded with difficulty and after much. chatterihgs
In the Camp - eould not buy anything at all. Everything there was
reserved for the soldiers, )

T an no accustomed to so much walking, and it has made me very sicke
I am sufferi:z from a severe headache and pains in the knees. According to
what the Ashoatis *say, I will have to walk for two days before we reach the
River Bossum Zra, after which I will be able to ride againe This news has
made me very uneasy, for I fear the onset of illnessa

During “he journey todwy the rain beat down heavily and it has been
faining elmo: &t all night so far with fearful. thunder and lightmimge. The °
villages in -aese parts are not separated much one from another.

In the villa¢s of Fossu, (an Assin settlement), 8th Mey 1816.

Today a® six o'clock we began our journey again with renewed
courage. To our great disappointment the track was even worse than it
had been yesisrday. It was very rugged throughout, and no one seems to be
maintaining - 5 at alles Moxe than 50 tree-trucks, which had been blown
dewn by storis, lay across it, and made our progress difficult and slows

From Ma: jua Mankesu to this place is an eleven hour maerch, and I
myself did t¢ . whole distarce on foot. Along the way there were no
villages ot ¢ il where we could rests We therefore halted for our
midday rest ¢35 a place by the side of the tracK near a wide land swif#ly-
florlng _ufe’l, and there waited for the rearmost bearers to catch upe
e crossed this stream by means of a tree-truck, which lay across it and
served as a ridge. It must have fallem there naturally, for men's hands

could never I wwe moved its We also waded through several other streams,
some of whicl were quite dceps Water taken from beneath the drip-stones
prov1ged & weaderfully cleer and refreshing drinks.

e hawve )uffered many misfortunes on this journey. /e are hungry,
since neither money nor blandishments can. procure us foods Heavy rain

r

Zg. Lite , jL_KbnlgL&s kruid.
2 Shor®% ot ijctre pa§§§§ﬁ“here.

29. Guesswol z, Script is very cbscure. May be ‘ackie! agains
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has fallen constantly about our ears, and an umbrella is useless
because of the thickness of forest through which we have to move.

I doubt if Robinson Crusoec had more trouble than we have experienced
on this Ashanti journey. The whole way we have beeh trudging
Thirolrhiwater, Nofiten Uphtoroun belitse F At last thilshevieningiwe
arrived, hungry and exhausted, at this place. I was o tired I

fell asleep on two chests zand did not awake till morning. I am
still suffering from a severe headache. It is worse than any I

have known before. \

Tankeminse Asie, in Assin, 9th May 1816

Jlesetl of & today at 7 o'clock, but made little projsressi
My legs are nmost painful, and I have blisters on both my feet,
which is very unpleasant.

It rained all day, and there was heavy thunder. vie hope to
reach the River Pra tomorrow, ije are very hungry. FEating unripe

paw-p:w530 and green bananas has given my men the belly-ache.

Wrenki, 10th May 1816. Assin.

e could not Let far yesterday, and today was no better.
I am being held back by my headaches and foot blisters. It is
unlucky the track is not easier; if it were, my men could carry
e o

Gnirhies way e sawh & iuge tager dn the middilie of the path.
He mustihave been hungry, for he was swishing his' tail Trom side to
sideaintSiitearsore manner. ‘He was so close thaft I thought of having
a shot at him, but found that my double-barrelled gun was forward
ain: the column with my boy. A finer animal T have never seen. For
anllongitiime hel sitared Wolldly at us, but seeinp us come toeo close
boundedi'off the track and disappeared in a flash,

Not having been able te reach the river, we 'decided to halt
for the day in this yillage. We will cross tomorrow.

Here the four officers, who were to follow us, caught up with
the column. Two of them are General Appiah's men, and two are
Barrielielis. «dish them' is' & dora of the King'sBl with a large gsolden
plate hanging from his neck. He told me he had orders to conduct
me across the river and that the other three and hec32 would accompany
me to the King's capital. He has been sent on orders from General
Youw Kokroko, and has with him the 10 barrcls of powder which I recfused
to take delivery of from Barriekie. I will not disclose what I have
discovered concerning these barrels until I am in the presence of
the King.

Heavy rain: until qate at night,

Tjetjeweiriyjl, Llth May 1816, Assin.

We set off this morning at 6 o'clock and reach the River Pra
at ten., While we were resting, a kind of canoe appeared and ferried
us acroess. This canoe was of average length, but narrow, like those
of the coast Negroes, Both ends were very squarc. It was, howevcr,
a good canoe and made the crossing with a heavy load.

The river here is both wide and deep. In the dry secason its
volurme is much less, and from mid-October to March one does not neecd
a canoe to get across. Small canoes can safcly use it in the dry, but
at the present time they are not practicable, because of the roush-
ness of the waters.

This is a very large village, attractive to look at and wcll

laid out. All the menfolk are away at the war, a2nd thus the only

inhabitants are women. One of our guides has sent a man on ahead to
let the capital know of our arrival here and to find out on which day
we should enter it. We may have to stay where we are for a while and

then continue on slowly. The pguides tell me they have orders from ‘s
Appiah that the caboceers of each village we enter are to provide us with
@ hEtt, apajen. (Papayas are not quite the samec as paw-paws., )

%1 " R

S PAWS »
. Dora lined in the MS, I am doubtful about the Ffirst letter.
2« Sics The arithmetic is obscure heres
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all we need frees But this means nothing, All we are receiving is o few
bunches of bananas here and theres I have been forced to give my men gold with
which to buy their foods o

Up to now we have been obllgecl to issue out a dran or two of drink at ea.ch
village wie have Passed through. The result is that our 5 chests are fask )
being emptiede If I had mot added water occasiomnlly, the liquor would have P
out at the Carmpe Howevery the two officers whom I sent back to Elmina this mornir
have orders to ask the Gemeral ? semd me ome or two additional chestse Drimk .
isy after all, the moim sola sced of this kind of journeys To each of the offiger:
I have given a fathom of cloth and 2 bottles of drinka (I should add that, when
we crossed the rivery, I gave 2 fathoms and a bottle to the fetish priest of Pre. |
The two officers tricd very hard to persuade me to let them have 3 fathoms of
panegoed, but in the end agreed to accept the two fathoms and the drimke I
promised that, if they brought me my two .chests of drimk fron Elmina, I would
reword them with 6 fathoms of pgmeroeds They went o:Ef uuttemng to themsclve.s,

12th. : 3 § '_A X 1
TPoday we took things easily, amd will leave tomorrows May the Good God Lo
protect me if T have to travel for long on footd -

0

We are 5 doys from the copital mowe The villages hereabouts are quite .
exhausted because of the nced to supply the troops which have beem drawm frem =
then, and famine rules @verywherce The wife of the cabocecr of this villige
presented me with two chickemns cnd some yomse I thanked her with a bottle of ("
drink, -

Very heavy rain today, lasting wmtil nightfa

Assorron, 13th Moy 1816e Ass:..n.
Today I rode in ny hamnock from 6 ofclock in the norning umtil 2 in the 0.
aftermoons The road was very muddy and slippery, however, cmd the dangers --=
comsiderables Twice I fell out of the hammoek, but happily took mo htmt ’.l‘wo
of the bearers have slight bruizes om the shoulders, and two of the baggage nen
have beem badly hurt through stunbling W}llle carrying heavy chestse
Unfortunately we have mo woumd-pla sters % with use Scveral of the mem have
been eut about the body by sharp stickse & kd
T intend to make a list of all the places we have passed through since-the
Pra and will pass through before we finish our jourmeye Them I will be _blc 'bo
tell how many villages there cm between the Pra and the capitals
We were very hungry agoin oll todaye No food could be bought in omy of
the seven villages we weftt throughe Everything is very scarce and very
expensives In this area the distonces betweem Wwillages are smalle The wifg of
the absemt caboceer of this ome gave ne a chicken and o bumch of hmms PR} 1, R
I thankcd her with a bottle of drinke ﬁ
This VTLIL’IEO is the ecapital of the Assins, amd the place of residence of
their Kinge The whole area, however, is now umder the rule of the Ashantd
King, It scens that 211 the Assims mve gone ta the war umder ‘t:he connand of o
General App:wh.
otte in margint "NyB., This willage is not the cup:rt:o.l. We shall rcaeh
the capital tomorrows! ‘

e

6

Akkrovroge, lith My 1816,  Lssine 7
Arrived here after a journey of nime hours at about 5 o'clocks We left
Assarman ot 6, and came to Amsong, the capital of the Assims at obout 1ls Lt
ny bearers! quuest, disnoumted from my hammock and paid my respects to the .
King's wifes’” She was dresscd in her hmstenB! s regalis with samdals on, o -
long pipe im her nouth amd ccoempamied by a troop of vonem with guns on their

i3

33 Sieraand, 1lit, 'ormanent's
3he Lite, pleisters. *Bandages! may be a better tramslationms o
35+ Probably the Queen Mo’lther rother than the King's wife? ‘
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shoulders. Two other women played on flutes ond hornss After greeting
her, I went and sat under o Jarge trce nearby in order to receive her
compliments in returns :She gave me two chickens and £ bunches of bananas,
and I thanked her, on-the advice of my guides, with 2 bottles of drinke

After resting for o while we left this capitol, and travelled on
for a considerable distonce without stoppinge  We had to cross numerous
streams, whose waters came up to owr waists and flowed more swiftly even
thon the Pras Several of these streams, indeed, seemed to be trdbutaries
of the Proe The last of them we crossed was four feet deep and ran extremely

st:'t'ongly. Over rivers l:.ke these ropes are stretched for travellers to
hang on to.' :

Assarman and Anzang villages are well built and laid oute The place
we are in now is pleasant; toog : We will spend a few nights heree

Monsai, 15th Moy 1816, The last Assin villages
Got under way at dawne The track was reasonably dry, though still

bad for hammock traveles I mus® have covered half this journey on my bare
feet §

Nothing special happened todays An exceptionally tall mountain rears
up straight in front of us, and I expect we shell have to go round ite

We have not advanced todaye The guildes. obgected to any forward
movement until the King's permission has been receiveds They say the

messengef will be here tomorrow, and w:x_ll brmg orders from the K:.ng about:
how we are to prvceede

Dompo Assie, 17th Moy 1816, Ashonti villoge.

Today we spent 2 hours climbing the large mountain I mentioned earliery
ond took 1 hour to come dowvm againe The path up was very difficult and
steeps At the summit we found three brooks, which ran with sweet, fresh
watere '

We passed through two villages, neither of any conseguences The
first was celled Quisa and the stoond Fommenae At Quisa we saw o snake
impudently sclize o large chicken oy the nceck and try to slip away with ite
This hoppened in the moarket placce The weight of the chieken hampercd the
snoke s pOvenemts, however, and snc of the boys jwmped up and quickly
dispatohed ite It was an cxtremecly long snake and very beamtiful. I have
had it clcanecd and will kcep the slcm.

18th Moy 31816,
I was up oarly this moriing and mnde r\,ady to comtinuc the journcye
Once agaih, however, the guides ceme to me and said we could not leave /

until the King's answer had been rcceiveds They assured me that, if they
were so foolish as to allow me to procced withoutb pcrm351on, bhoy ran a
real danger of losing their heads immediotely we arrived in Koemassie and
I, they said, would be unlikely to be rcceived in a friendly manner by the
Kinge I therefore had to be content, and abode by their wisheses

On this whole journey we have not scen much thak onc could call
especially remarknblee The district wherc we are now is very colde X have
noticed, too, that the days sccm longer than at Elminz, but one would
need a good time—piecc to establish the truth of thise

19th,
Nothing happened todaye The messenger has not yet returnede

Adedemassie, 20tha

As a result of strong protests on my part we travellod a little further
today, making for Akankeawa Asiec. On the way we me#® the men we dispatched
to see the Kinge They brought the welcome news that the King sends’ me his
best wishes, and assures-me that he is awoiting my arrivel with impatience.




e

He has decided that ny entry should take place this comimg Wednesday,
the 22nd, and I must not fail him on that day., He is very pleased the ®
General is sending an ambassader to visit hime ;

We continued, therefore, in high good humour until we reached the
.village belonging to the,King's son, who received us.in a friendly mgnner
and, gave us good lodgingse He presented me with & large fct shcep and
10 bunches of bananase  His name is Owoesoe and thls place is .called
Adiabenes I have written down all the villages from the Pra River onwards
and Wlll °0pend a 1ist of them.iat the end -of tnls dlery. r :

S 5 X 2
Addgubln, 21st 1816. : : :

Today we started on our way ea rllcr than usucl becwuse, now the'end
is at least in sight, we were anxious to get ons We passcd. through 9
villages, two of them very large ones. The place we were in now belongs to 8
one of the sons of the late Vice-roy?6 of Ashanti. In appearance this
nen is very like Genercl Youw Kokrokos 4L had the pleasure of spending the
night in his village and of a few hour'!s conversation with him,

He ‘zave me & large'fat‘shoop and 10 bunches of bananas as presents,

“and ursed me to visit him ajain after I,hﬂd'spent sone time with the King

and provided His Majesty would allow it. I have accepted his kind invitation
and will certainly visit him egein if the pressure of business will allows lf
I took my leave of him and returned to ny lodgings, but later -in the evening ="
he. called on me ogain and accepted’ a cup of tea and a glass of gine

fic has asked for 2 whole bottle of gin, and I have promised to let him have
one the day after tomorrows

The King's capital of Koemajssie, 22nd Mey 1816, ‘
; _.Today it 1doks as if I shall before nightfall have the great good fortune
Yo see and even to Spc@k with the King of Ashantl. Vie began our journey ™
with this expectation, and arrived at the capital very early. When we

arrived at a hamlet called Kockoe,. e received orders to hﬁlt, while we

.. took refreshment, set ourclothes in order, etce

;i Fron now on there are no nore villagses by the side of the trﬁck.
. Boving eaten and drunk, we continued on our way, and at about 12 o'clock
were net by four sword=bearers, each with a golden sword on his shoulderses
These men grected me in Hils Mojesty's name, end told me that I ahd my men
must wait for o while with then in o smell hamlet, because the Generals
and coboceérs had not yet arrived at the capitale At this we moved off
the track for » short distance to the” left, and were led. to o small hanlet £
of about twelye housese Here I have comcealed all ny bag age, for the sword- &
bearers warned me thot it would be quite impossible to have my chests
_ .carried through the great press of people we would meet on ofir way to sce
“ the Kinge When thls had been done, “two sword-besrers weht off to. report
to the King that I had arrived, and we awnited orders to procéed furthers
After an hour they reburned and told me that His Mejesty's desire was
that I should set off. immedistely becouse he and his assembly were waitinge ©
‘I therefore left at once, with the fouk 5word-be¢rers lea d:Lnb the waye

When I come into. the toim 1tse1f37 what a sight mot ny eyes! 'The
road wassb full of people that neither sticks nor swords could keep then
ewey from mes Meny blows were rained on heads end backs before it was possible
for ny men to get my hamnock throu ghe Ve were in this stifling throhg for
more than an houre R

Orders then cane throu"h that we were to wnit until further notice und€r
a nearby tree, since the assehbly was not in fact yet ready to receive us.
And so we set under this tree, but the people pressed eloSer. ond closer,
streaning in froh all sides in the hope of catching a glinpse of riece After
we had been under the tree for a quarter of an hour, a house was pointed
out to me as a 7OSulb10 refuge where we night be free ‘of constant observation
by the crowd « Ve therefore noved into this house

36Q Sce Ne 19. g 3
37« - In het voorstedt, 1ite, 'into the, suburbe! Voorstadt is always a
difficult word to put into a suitable contexte
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this house and were able to enjoy o moment's peaces

At two o'clock I received orders from L more sword-bearers sent:
by His Majesty that I was to present myself at the capital, dressed in proper
attires With all eight sword-beafers leading the way, I set oul, reaching
the capital after half an hour's journey.

And what a tumult grected me there$ A kinz; could not have expected - -
more honour than was done to me: todaye. There are more than 50 thousand
people in this place. MHis Majesty has summoned all the lesser kings from
the surrounding country side for today's assembly. Everyone of them was
splendidly adorned with sold, and each had .iorec than 50 sokdiers in his retinue,
There were (olden swords, flutes, horns, and I know mot what else in profusioms

At the assembly i counted nore than 50 large unbrellas (thiz flrure does
not include small oness)

Then I saw all this, I felt very grateful for His Majesty's courtesy
towards mee I got out of my hammock, and walked from person to person, .
shaking each by the hand until I came to the Kinge I bowed to His Majesty
three timeses No word was spoken during these proceedingse I must have
shaken the hands of two hundred people today. Throughout the ceremony music
was provided by..drums, which were in position all around us, and the hole
affair was marked b perfect order. Bchind the King stood. at ledst 100 mem
with musketss They scemed guite as well disciplined on parade as European
soldiers, 50 or 60 wonen vere grouped around His e jesty, wearing polden
ornaments of sreat veluee But there was so much to see that I cannot now
recall it alle ‘

I also had to pay my compliments to the King's womena . They were
standing apart from the mens There were at least 200 of them, all handsome
and decked with larsze pieces of fetish golds I did not shake hands with
them for it is not the custone

His Majesty led me to a raised place under a tall tree where I sat to
receive the appropriate return grectings from the King and from all his coun=
cillors, generals, captains and otherse And now I experienced the glory
of being a Iking myself, sitting in such majesty as I would have expected to
find only in Europce There was I, enthroned on a large Negro stool on a
kind of platform, with my flag; planted about 20 paces in front of me and
all ny men behind. Each king in turn came -to greet me; to the accompanimewt
of loud music and great numbers of soldiers, and riding in a sort of basket
under a great umbrella, The kings remained in their baskets until they were
about 10 paces distant from me, when they disnounted with disnity and
advanced towards me on foots. Each shook hands cordially threec times awmd

then three times agaim., These proceedings lasted from 3 o'clock until 6o
Then His Majesty in full splendour came %to greet me himself, sitting in a
basket like the others, and accompanied by women carrying swords, golden
basins58, gold and silver water jug Sy ctce IHe come up to nme and shook my
hand three times. For at least 5 minutes he stood looking at me, and then
said, threc times: "Welgoned Welcome!? Uolooqe'" and, laughing in a frlcndly
way, added, "You will da ¢ T like you." Then he said once again, "Welcomed™
end withdrew, accompanied by a vast throng of his followers. After this

10 other porsons ¢ greeted ne, all of them dignified by large umbrellas. It
was past 7 in the evening before the cerenony endeds His AQJesty’

'great linguisk! approached, and told me that I should now follow hin and he
would show me my lodgings. He elso offcred me four jars of paln wine, which
were a present from the Kinge I accepted these with pleasure, and set out
for my houses

I could hardly make my way along the strcot because of the crowds
surrounding mee When I at Iast rcached my housc, I imnediately closed the
door and freed mysclf of the importunities of the public.

38¢ ILite, gouden punch kormen = 'golden punch bowls'e

39¢ Idte, Gij zijt mooi= 'You arc nice, ¥ or "ou are handsome.'
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I saw more than 60 of the most important generals todaye
General Peekoe (that is, former General, for he is now the First 1
Linguist) has sent me two-jars of palm wine as a presents

23rd May 18164 b2 ; :

About 7 olclock General Poekoe and two of the: royal: :
sword~bearers came to tell me that His Majesty wished to be informed
today of the objects of my mission. All the state councillors
have been called together for the pusposes I am to hold myself
ready for the King's summonse

About 18 ofclock General Poekoe reappeared and conducted me
in state to His Majesty!s -audience, Accompanied by 25 soldiers
I was carried in my hammock very slowly and in a dignified manner
the length of two streets to where the assembly wase. I could 6
discern the place from a distance because of the 13 or 1Y umbrellas
theres I stopped the hammock a little way away, dismounted and
with my hat under my arm bowed three times to Zis Majesty, who C
gave me his hand and had me sit down a short distance away from
him. I was greeted by his three linguists (all generals) and
then His Majesty asked me about my missions I was about to speak
when other linguists came over and told me His Majesty wen ted me
closer. So I approached until I was only astep D or two distant, €
and a stool was® uffered meos I demurred, saying it was not lawful
for me to be seated when I was speaking in the name of my
Govermmanbt. Standing before him, therefore, I made this speech
to the Kings '

"Your Majestyl The reasoms which have -prompted my missiom
are concerned with several very important matters which it is
not suitable to mention in public, My duty requires that I should g
speak about them to Your Majesty alome, and in the security of
your Palace. AL your Majesty will al’cw it, and will be pleased
to appoint the bimey, I shall regard it as a great honour if I
~am permitted to discuss~these important affairs of state with
‘you latere!

His Majesty expressed great delight, and answered, "Say ne
moreo, That is enough, I undefstand you."

_ But I continued, "I have brought with me a few small presents
for Your Majesty, which come from my master, General Daendels, g;
with his affectionate greetings and also wi%h assurances of the 3
highest esteem from His Majesty, the King of the Netherlandd,

I hope your Majesty will be pleased to accept these presents as
a.token of my master!s consideration for yous We can speak later
about other matters at a time Your Majesty shall decides"

)

! : ©
; At ‘this the King announced that he would receive the presents
in his palace, and the assembly broke up., I set off for my house

. to fetch thems but General Poekoe cdught me up to tell me That

he would have to accompany me when I conveyed them to the Kinge

I replied,"Good., Let us go td my house togethers"

‘Having collected the presents, we went to His Majesty's
dwellings', We had . .to go throigh severasl buildings before we reached
" the King!s own appartments., We found him sitting in the middle o
of a large group of people high up in a kind of gallery. I
saluted him, and asked if the presents .should be opened, to which,
he agreeds The case containing the staff was opened first, and *©
I presented the sgaff to the King w th these words, "My master
ordered me to-place this staff in Your Majestyls own handse"

The King acéepted his gift with every_appegrange(qﬁddelight

Lk
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and laughed aloude

The second present was the umbrella with the two tuffen 40
which I handed over with a similar speech, His Majesty was
overjoyed, and asked me to put the umbrella back in its case,
saying, "We are only Negroes after all, We could never pack it
in so neatly ourselves."

The third was the hat. The King took it in his hand, looked
at ity and said, "Well, the Dutch are still the Dutch, ©Since we
cut o}f the trade route, we have not been receiwing presents like
these from anyone." (I tock thls as a good sign, for he made this
remark in an undertone to his immediate circle,)

The fourth was the chest of liquor. I had to take a draft
from every bottle to prove that there wyas no harm in any of the
contentse :

The last was the flag, which I presented with the words, "My
master sald that Your Majesty' should place this flag on. top
of your house, as befits sao great a Kimg,"

Hls Majesty said, "But what if the flag becomes worn?"

"In that case," I replied, "the general will send you
another one," o AL e

" And fhe King said, "That is all right then. I will have a
flagstaff made,"

The whole company exhibited the greatest.pleasure and
satisfaction as a result of this presentation. I took my leave and
returned home. '

; At cipght o'clock in the evening, At 7 ol'elock I was summoned
secretly by His Majesty, who wished me to lmpart to him the
confidential intelligence il my possession. . I set out at once,
and on arrival at His Majesty!s found the following persons
gssembled, General Poekoe, General Adoe Akwa Atta, Amanquatia,

llegibl§7 general of the capital, Quatje Coffie, and three

inguists, His Majesty sat under a large umbrella, with 6 soldiers
behind hime Four lamps were alighte .

After a pause the King gave me a glass of neat brandy. It
was at least four times the ordinary size of glass.

His Majesty asked if I had my paper with mees I answered, "¥Yes',
Then he sald, "Let me see the paper,"
Glving it back to me, he said, "Read,"

«I read a few words, but ‘he bﬁoke in, "Yours is not like the
paper I had from Generai Turaine. "+l

"Wo," I saide "This is in, dutch, the other was in English."

"Wery well," he saide "Tell me what it all means and what
is the news you bring me."

I therefore consulted my instructions and began to translate
them, articlse by article, into the Negro tongue.

40, Meaning as yet unknowm, ;
4], Spelling doubtfule
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His Majesty said, "Let your boy speak for you.' Al -

. "Wo, Sir,"I repliede. "He cannot be allowed toe Mdreovér, ®
he would not be able to comprehend the meaning of the Dutch -
sufficiently well," i

3 “Continue, then," said the King. I will hear you,"

Thereupon, I tpanslated word for word everything that my
instructions:said... At the end everyone present clapped their hands
together, and exclaimed, "Noew all will be well., This is what we
have wan%ed fora long time,"

His Majesty was very pleased at my ability to speak his languaged
and marvelled at ite He said,'"Now we can have a chat with each other
every-day. No Interpreters will be necessary, and there will be no
need for everyone to know what we says"

I sat awhile lenger and exchanged a few more words with His
Ma jesty, them took my leave.and went home.

o4th May 1816 v : i

This morning I saought permission to ask a reguest of His
Majesty and this was {mmediatély granted. I dressed myself and went
to pay my calle His Majesty was most friendly and, showing me some
silver ware, asked why such beautiful things were not.sent to him
any more, L realized that these were the presents the Dutch Governmgn
had given him from time to time in the paste I replied that the y
recent lengthy war had prevented the importation. of such things, but
now the sea route was open, again the General would be bringing goodse
of this kind out again and’ would send some to His Majesfys. I also
mentioned that the Ashanti . envoys had asked in Elmina. for a silver
cup and that the General had told them that he wairld send:for: oncs
At this His Majesty expressed satisfactions 7 Tl S :

About. the shortage of the 9 Zillegiblg7 of gunmpowder the King
has complained unceasingly, thaigh I have pointed out to him that
the whole cargo has not ye% arrived. He should semd to the Camp-
immediately for: the remaimder. ¥

¢

-I stayed at home for the rest of the daye.. I had been told thatéé'
I shaild not venture out until the Kimg had sent someome to accompany
me on a round to the state dignitarieses The need to conform to
- custom thus restricted me to my houses =

25th May 1816

s Ylote in margint "Today received presalts.frdm King == three ¢
ot clock, '/ ' ;

Yesterday evening the King warned me through General Poekoe to
hold myself in readiness today and awdt the arrival of his
representativas, who would then  conduct me araind. the citys I am to
pay my duty calis on all the generals, captains, cabocecrs, etc,
Two sword-bearers duly arrived, accompanied by others of the King!s -
entourage, and we made the rounds. The whole proceeding mus® have
lasted a good Y4 hours. According to a list I kepty we visited 58
persons. They were mostly the King!s brothers, sisters, nephews,
uncles, etc., and various generals and other dignitaries, I had te
travel the whole distance in my hammocks Adal o

I had hardly been at home for tem minutes when word was brought
that the King wanted to sece me againe. I immediately went to the
palace where I found him seated among his councillorss We shonk



hands and I was asked to sit downe The Hriguist called Adoe Say brought !
me a bottle of drink, 4 , A :

The King said, "Tell me again about the Commany palavers ?his natter
nust not be put off. Ve must send messengers to Apia, for I have not told
hin to attack Commenye® :

I took out my instructions and read out (in translation) the article
dealing wilth Commany. . I described the close bonds there now were between
the Dutech and the English nation, I also told the King about the unlawful
rule over Elmine which Mr, Nieser has obtained by giving presents to the :
terregr°ndes. I soid that Nieser and the Lerregrandes had conspired together
to send Koema to Appis == entirely without the knouled e of the Genersl,
their moster —- in order to persuade Apia to capture Commeny and kill all”
the inhabitantse I said the General was very incensed:about this, and had
sent me to Apia to tell him that he must teke no action whatever against
Commanys Coenma's message to Apia was dispatched quite contrary to the
General's wishess Since Apia had given me no precise or definite answer
concerning the affair, I was now requesting His Majesty to send word at once
to stop any action by hime We were completely united with the English novy =
If any harm ceme to Commany, the General would .be angry and would be forced
to intervencs

To all this the King replled, "But whot do the Negroes themselves sa y?“

I thereupon told him the truth, and did not mince matterse The Negroes
of Elmina, I srid, were so illedisposed thaty without any reference to their
master, the Generﬂl, they had conspired with the ‘king and emperor,'

Mre Jan Nleser, to send = nessage to Genernl Apia, urging him to attack Cummbny
and slaughter the inhabitontsy This had much disturbed the Generaly my mastexw,
and he had sent me to Apia to tell him to pay no attention whatever to this
messasee . Apia, however, although I pressed him, hed given me no satisfaction
in the matters, I therefore wos now requesting His Majesty to issue orders
dgsigned to cancel any projected attack on Commany, and to issue- them ulth ull
spcod.

The King appeared to be more or less angry with Apia, and said, "I did
not send Apia agninst Commany, but nerely to seek for Cudjo Koema, Saffroku
and Kralas. T will irmedintcly dispatch 2 sword-béarers to stop hime You,too,
must serid somcone to Elnina to let the Generel know of whet my message to Apia
donsistse I will herc and now soy all there is to be said in Bhe presence of
ny young nens"

He then mnde the following' spcech to the sword-beorers: "Today you will
go to the Campe You will tell Apia that I did not order him to make any attack
on Commany, but merely to track down and cepture Cudjo, Koema, Saffroku ond
Rrals, who have done injury to me. No attack must be made on Commony at the
request of the Elminas and without the knowledge of the Generale A king's
orders are to bc obeyed; those of his subjects are mot, Why did he, Apia, not
corply with the request of the envoy the General sent to him? He is to obey
no orders ecxcept those that come from the General ot Elmina. If he disobeys me,
the result will be on his ovm hende Tell hin fhat I do not wish to sce any
more disunity betwecen the English and the .Dutchy; and that, now we are ot peace,
I wish no horn to the Englishe Tell Apiac to send someone to Elmine to finish:
this palaver ~nd to write o letter to the English imforming them that, if:the
Commany people give back to us the Fantes who have token rcfuge there, there
will be general peace -— we know thot Anocamoeond lMottje are concesled. there
and are being protected by the Coimanys —— but if they do not do this then we
will force them to give the refugucs ups Tell Apia that there is only one king
of Elmina and that is the Genernls He alone can give orders =nd no opn¢ else,
Tell Youw Kokroko that I did not send him south to fight agoilst Commeny,but
to find out where Apin wnse Tell him to listen only to the orders of the
General of Elmina., If the General seays, ‘St*y here,! he is to stay,and if the
General says, 'Do this,! he is to do it. When the Yeneral of Elmine says
anything, it is just the" scme as if I were saying ite"

When His Hajesty has finished delivering this message, I asked hin about
" thé mocting . ot Dlnklrr in Septenbers. He scid the Sommeny pelaver was o nore
urgent pottere “would, however, -think ‘wbout, the other and would 1°tbr ask ne
to communicate bls views to the General, Nothing could be done, in any case,
until. the Messengers hod rcturned, 5
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During the three days we have been here we have certainly mo¥ lacked for

raln winee The King sends me every day four Jars of 5 gaﬁL’Lons.“z ©
26th May 1816. ' °

Barly this morning, at six o'clack, ¥ was summomed by His Majesty and
asked to write a letter to the Generals I sent for paper, pem and ink and
wrote it at omce ip the palaces ‘It contaimed a request to the General from
the Kinge The King asks that, at the first oppertumity, an order be sent to:
Europe for some lemgths of old Dutch chintz, some plaim red, black amd greem
velvet (fronm Holland also), some medicimes axd a quantity of sugar. The last
twwo are to be brought back by the bearer of the lett Ere

I domwt know who told these people that tea is the best cure for all
illnessese His Mpjesty and his eldersh3 are always asking me for %ea, and I
hove broughti only a snell quantity with me. I dare not refuse fhe requests, 0
and my supply is exhausteds I have therefore besought the General, in the
same letter that I have written to him on behalf of ’che King, to fevour me with ®
a few poumds by ret\mm.

Having some spare, time this evenimg, I toke the opportumity to record that
this place is very large. There arc ot least 60,000 inhabitants. The streets
are very clean and straight, and the houses e.xcellen‘bly built, The latter are
foirly tall, but mostly of one storey omly. They are constructed of wood, : Q
There is mot mush plaster-work, but what there is has been very neatly dones '
The entrances of some of the houses are so 0ddly mede that ¢ o o

The King's palace is very large and gramd, particularly when.one remembers

that it is situated so far in the bushe. At Elmina I have hedrd it said that the ()

King of the Ashantis has gold and silver doorse This is not true, though he

does possess a small window, one and a half fect by one foot, which has its

heans overlaid with golds /And it is the seme with the 's:l.lver doors!.d It ®
is very true, however, that the King is very rich indeed in gold, eilver ond

other metalse - Yesterday, when I visited him, I counted 60 goldem bells and

nore than 60 golden plates suspended from Jche necks of verious slavess The

K:.nb hinselff had a chain round his neck, gt leas® 3 ells long and entirely
composed of 'imitation melmis bushese' t46 jnd on the second occasion that

I v:Ls:.te& h;ua, he had on another chaim which was decorated with all manner of
shells, aninals, ete. Sewm on to his shoes were darge pieces of, gold and om

his rlght hand four pieces of gold which together must have «c:r.ghec’. at leaste

50 ounces. /[idorning his whole body were eertainly 100 cunces of golds The

stool he sat on was partly covered with gold; the arms ‘Wwere of that metal amd :

the heads of the nails likewise, In a word, there was gold everywheres Each Qj
“sla‘ve must have had a godd five oumces around his mecks : ;

When T had finished writing the letter for the King this morming, he said 0
to me, "Today:I am going to tell all my elders the contents df the message
you have writtems There is mo.harn in ny doing see If I do not tell them,
they will say I do not trust thewms I an their master, but it is wmwise to let
then become dissatisficd." Thereupom he surmoned all the generals and had his
linguists tell then the contemts of my imstructioms. They all expriessed
thenselves contentedas .

T think the King intends to begin construction of the great road [to the
si:?bofore the end of “he rainy scasone I gethered as much from one of the

42, The word 'each'! follows !galloms® in the MS, but has beem crossed out.

h3e Lit. s Grotems

Ll o o Den welgangen op pleinem ui’clopende, zig zelve dikwijls n:Let neer
wect ULb te holpcn."' Most obscure, -
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linguistse
When I first arrived here I told his Majesty that during my stay I
would be entirely at his service and thet this was my master's desire.
(There is nothing in my instructions on the subject, it is true.) His ' :
Majesty was very pleasedto hear me sey this, and remerked, "So long as
you remain here, you also are a kinge. You are my childs I will certainly
ask you to do what I require." I said that since he was a Dhtchman at heart
and had always re arded the Dutch as his brothers, and since, moreover, I served
the Dutch King, I was completely ready to obey his orderss This statement of
mine gave him especial pleasure, and he said again,"You are my son end my brothers”

Present: received from Poekoos

27th May 1816, ' s 5 Pt
X paid some offiedal calls this morning, and greeted sgx?e L2 peoples
While on my rounds I saw a eumuche He was as fat as a Pige I also saw
some women who had been mutllated for disobedience; their earsy; noses, and
even their lips had been cut off. I have never seen the like and the sight
affected me deeplys Some of the wounds were quite freshe s

Presents receiveds

28th Nay 1816,
Presents receivede See liste
The weather being bad today, I did not go oute The faet that-it rained
all day, hewever, did mot prevent the usual crowd of sightseers from
visiting mes During my stay here no day has gone by without at least o
2-300 people callinge I regret most of all that I have mo more drink to give .
my visitorse On most days ome of the caboceers brings me some palm wine,

Sent my own presents to the. Kinge

29th Moy 1816. Py

Today is 'Good Wedmesday'! for the Ashantise. Everyone goes to
congratulate the King on this holy and propitious day, and so I went tooe
As soom as the King saw me comimg, he stared at me very threatemingly.
I saw his look, but wemt up to him and it was soon clear that he was pleased
T had come to greet hime He gave me his homd and seid, smiling, "thanmk you
for yesterday," and told the assembled compamy whet X had sent hime

Then he raised his hand and all the big .drums, horns, etc. began to
playe Amid the dim he poimted to a seat opposite him, and immediately I sat
down the music stoppeds, Soon the King stood up again to return to his housee
The music played until he had disappeared, ceased while he was in the house,
and began as soon as he came backe Herdly had he resumed his seat when his
four limguists brought me a very large sheep and a bottle of drink, and presented
them with the King's complimemts (though His Majesty was préesent and sitting
directly in fromt of me)s I mow had to tdake the sheep away, but first went
het in lmmd to thank the Kinge After a short time all the ecaboceers stood up
and took their leave. I did the same, amd returmed homee On arrival there
I found that, as usual, palm wine had been providede -~

, {

During the afternoom I went out with the intention of visiting some
formshSand learning something about the local agriculture., I am not
competent to say much about the soil myself, not having the necessary

L7« Ildte, 'at as 2 mole's
48, Tuimen, Lite., 'gordenst,
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knowledge; such an investigatiom should be carried out by an intelligent
and experienced farmere Bamamns, however, appear to grow well everywhere.
Indeed, they are to be seen in such abundance that I con hardly think the
soil is infertiles I can say with certeiniy that from Assin right through
to here the ¢uil is very red and stonye More than this I cannot saye

More presents received at middaye. See my gift schedules

General Poekee and the linguist, Adeescij, come to ask if they might
buy cloth., I could net easily let them make any purchases, because none
of my cloth is really £8r sales At their pressing request, however, I gave
Poekoe a whole length,™ reckoning half of it as a present and. chorging
for the other half four English gold pieces. To Adoesaij I gave 4 fathoms
of cloth as o presents One of the King!s children saw ne handling cloth
and wented to buy 2 fathoms, which request I could not refuse, and made
him a present of that amounts e <

Three of my hemmock men have asked for advances of cleth to be debited e
against the wages they will receive on our return to Elmina. I have gronted
this reques®, and have given them 7 fathoms, worth.7° Eonventicnal s'ynbo?
of gold.so

30th Moy 1816,

liore presents recé(ived’ today. See the gift schedulee l‘

In the affermoon = fumeral custom was celebrated and I went to see ite
To my sorrow I had to watch a fine healthy youth done to death ot the inter—
nent: of the corpses This spectacle was very horrifying, at least to anyone !
who values life, but the Ashantis looked on without betraying any emotione o]
As soon o8 the Kimg arrived on the scenme the youth was brought forwarde
His right hand was held firmly in a block bf woodﬁl A dagger had been. .
thrust through one cheek and out the other, so that+he could net.talk or 9
cry owke In this miserable. and harrowing stete he passed close in front
of me, and I was greatly affected by what I saw. I could not, however,
abate his suffering. He was then token to a positiom facing the Kimg im .
the middle of the open space where the custom was to take places- After
some ten minutes his right hand was eut off with o lorge breadknife. He
at once fell down, and the same kmife was used to sever his head from his
bodye \F it

The Kimg asked me if I was not afreid.. I said T was not, but that =
the sight distressed ne, "Oh," said the Kinge "This is nothing. Al &
heppens here quite frequently,® I learmt from bystanders that this very -
norning two men and 2 women had met their deaths in the same waye

st Juns 1816, e, : ' (o]
I visited the King today and obtained samples of the chintzes and
velvets he requirese. ,I will keep them to send to the General when
opportunity offerse Otherwise, no news, except that some more presents
cane and I have added them to my schedules ;

@igiﬂal insertirm: “Nothing happened on the 31lst Moye"

2nd Jume 1816, :

Today I had the homour of a visit from His llajesty, which took me quite
by surprise. He had his new staff im his hamd, and was accompanied by more
than a hundred mem, bearing guns bonded with gold, swords, gold cups,
shells, etce We sat together for a quarter of an hour, and then His Majesty
continued his journcye R i

O.

49, Guesswork, Dutch réads: een Prse lang. De
50s This symbol looks like: 'E1L'
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This is the first visit I have had from the King., Very socn ofter
he had left one of Bis sword-bearers come back to my house to summon me
" to the presences I caught the King up while he was still in the strcets
He said to me, "Come, my boy, come with me." When We reached the palace,
he gave me all his silver ware and asked me to have it cleaned. This I
agrecd to arransec.

3rd June 1816.

Nothing occurred todaye. General Poekoe invited my boy to spend the
night gambling with him, which I alloweds

More presents received, though of little consequences I an begin-
ning to get a Iittle rest now, and am not so tired as I wes a while agos

Lth June 1816.

No news. Some presents of gold and banenas received, but little
of cithers

5th Junc 1816,

This morning the King sent for me to tell ne about the death of
Cudjo Coemas The excellent nature of this news prompted His Majesty
to offer me e glass of gine®® Qur drinks came from one of the chests I
had brought him, which before todny he had not broached. The body of
Cudjo Cocma has been sent to Genercl Apia. The jubilation is general,

for now the Fentis will open the trade route to everyonec. The news
arrived last night,

6th June 1816.

One of the hammock men is chronically ill and I am nervous lest

he should die here. I have sent him back to Elmina with 12 days'
naintenance.

Otherwise, nothing happened.

/th Junc 1816.

No news. ©Some presents received.
8th June 1816.

This afternoon I was sitting gquietly in my house when I was
summoned by General Poekoe and offered, im the name of the King, a very
young girl for my wife. I accepted her with the greatest pleasure,

She is a nice girl, and will dispel my boredom by keeping me company,
at least for half the day. Pockoe says that I may teke her with me to
Elmina, but whether she has been given to me as a present or merely to
help ‘me get through the empty hours here, I do not knowe

Otherwise no newse. Presents rcceived.

9th June.

Nothing happeneds-
10th Junc.

Nothing happeneds Some prescnts received.
11th June.

Nothing happened. Prescnts received.

12th June.

This morning I learnt from Pockoe that the cow which he has been
sheltering for me is about to die. I sent some boys to fetch the animal,
and had it killed to provide = meal for all my men. For my owm part T
did not dore to eat any of the meat. Because disease is so rife I have
been compelled to kill o sheep every day from the 9th to the presenta
A1l would otherwise have died.

52y Lit,., witte Geneva,
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13th June. Pk i i

No newse

Lith Jung.. o v

This morning the King sent for me and showed me the captnred wife,
child and sister of Cudjo Coemns They looked very miserable and starved,
and could herdly stand upright. They will all be killed. Yhile I was
there, they were being interrogoted cbout various matters which I could
not properly understand. ! ' '

Othervisec, no news.

15th June.

. Today I once again had the privilege of speaking with the King. I
took the opportunity to ask him for his decision regerding my missions
He said, "I will let you know my answer after this coming Adaij, (or 1Good
Sunday'), and will also fix a day for your departurecs Stay with your men
neanwhile, You are always welcome, and I am pleased you are here. If
you went. away, when agein would I have such @ good friend near me?
Everything is going very well.," He spoke in so friendly a fashion that
I could not say any more., But I did tell him that it would be very
pleasant for me to know how matters stood regarding my mission, for then I
would wait more easily, since the General had ordered me to send my men
back if it -appeared I would be delnyed a long time., But he said merely,
"After this Adeij you will know everything,"

16th Junc.

Today being 'Good Sunday! or Adaij, the dignitaries of the neighbour-
hood have assembled in 211 their glory., The King did ne the honour of
inviting me to accompeny hin and his clders53 to the fetish-places I
accepted his offer and rode there beside General Pockoes

then we arrived at the outer gate of the fetish-place, cverybody sat
down on one side, while the King alone, with Poekoe and the linguists,
entereds I remained outside end did not dere go in. For such temerity
people have hed their heads cut off before nowe e sat for ebout half an
hour, and then suddenly the nusic bogen and everyone stcod up to greet the
Kinge. PFirst Poekoe came out, with the others, ~nd after them, the King,
who was in his full glory and covered with large pieces of golde He sat
in his besket.5k The men with him numbered more than a thousand.

-I was to onc side, with my hommock by me and my hat in my hand.
hen the King, travelling in his basket, arrived opposite me, he halted
and considered me for ten or fifteen minutes. Then he put out his hand,
shook mine, and said, "8ir,95 remein by my side." And so we went on .
together, Then the company reached the palace, the King sat under a
large tree, and cccepted the greetings of his elders, one by onece

On this festival day I was able to see the true magnificance of the
King of the Ashentis, and of the senior general, Amenguatia, and of
Quatje Coffie, Pockoe, Adocn Atte é;hort illegible‘passage;7, etce, etce

Then the grectings were over, the King stood up, disappeared for a
noment, and returned with 2 sheep, which were led %n behind hime. He gave
one to me ond one to the ambassador from lialabar.? This ambasscdor has
been here since before the army left. He is a king, but has in all this
time had only one audience with His linjesty of Ashanti. They say he may
well be kept here a whole year befeore he receives another. o

Then we had finished our drinks, the King stood up and we all
accompanied him to his palace, cntering by one door and leaving by enother.

The assembly then broke upe

5%« Lit., groten,
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I am not in a position td say that the King of Ashanti is a man who
knows what he is aboute He can argue like o lawyer. His disposition
is a happy one, and he engages in much joking and raillery., He is a thick
set man, and well covereds When he is seated, he is surrounded -— even
when there is no assembly -- by more than a hundred princes.57 A1l of
these men have an elephant!s-tail switch in their hands, and they watch to
sec that not so much as 2 fly alights on the King's bodye Vhen he spits,
they wipe the floor with their fingers (25 we do with our feet), and they
are so quick to perform this task that they almost fight for the privilege.

L7th Junes 4 ;
" Nothing happened. Scme presents received from the senior general,
Anmanguatis, as per the gift schedule.

18th Junca i

Today I again had the honour &f a visit from the Kinge He came
especially to ask me to write a letter to the General, enclosing some
pieces of chintz and velvet. I said that I would willingly do this, provided
he gave me some indication of how my mission was progressing and how I
should arrange matters with regard to my mene. I  pointed out that the
charges which Elmins will have t@ pay for their maintanance are growing
daily., I also said that I wished to know whether or not the King intended
to go to Dinkira to meet the Generale If he did, then it would be appropriate
for me to send my men back to Elmina. The King replied,"T will talk to
you about that tomorrow. IHake sure you are ready to toke leave of me,for
'he who goes out on legitimate business cught not to remain out long,‘58
and this is true above all in matters of such great importance: as we are
considering now,® He then talked swhile about the cleaning of his silver
were, and sent for L spoons and 4 forks. These he gave to me, together
with a large salver, amd requested that my boy should clean them, After
this he left.

19th.

About 7 o'clock this morning General Poekoe came to request, in the
King's nome, that I accompany hinm td the palace, because the King was
holding o council and wished me to be presente I sct out at once with
Poeckoe, and om arrival at the palace found assembled the most senior
generals, Quatje Coffie and Adocm Atta, and the three linguists, with the
King at their heads I took my scat next to Pockoe'se

At first we talked about the ware. The King told me that he would
not be able to go to Dinkire. He said that, if he did 80, it would be
the ruin of Dinkira and 21l the surrounding villases. Even in his own
capital, he said, he could not mowe down the strecet without thousands

of people accompanying hiry He proposed, however, to besin

constructing the road from his capital through Dinkira and Wassaw at once,
on the one condition that T wrote by express post to the General to setle
a small dispute which had ariscn between Ashonti and Wassawe This dispute
had not been caused by Ashanti, but rather by the people of Elmins,.

Some time ago the Elminas had sent envoys by sea to Accra59 and thence
overland to Ashanti, bringing a2 request from the Chief of Elminz and his
terrcpentes that the Ashantis should be semt to fight the Fantis and the
Wassawse The grounds were that thesec two nations were hoping to nurder
the chief and terregentes of Elmina, and burn their tovn. He had been
putting off scnding his soldiers to punish the Fantis and the Wassaws,

Ffe Primcem « This word can also mean 'prizes!, and perhaps the sense
here is 'slaves'.
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since it was by no means his wish that these nations should suffer so
grievously at thc hands of an encmy, but now thec situation had chengeds
The Wassaws had recently confiscated some presents the Elminas werc sending
to him, as King of Ashanti, end had turncd the Eloina envoys back, refusing
to allow ’chem to come to sec hime. He was thereforc sonewhfl‘u angry with..
the Wassawse

There were, however, no other important palavers outstanding and, :'|'.n
order that everything nigk® be arranged conveniently and without delay 65
wished me to send a 1ct ter as soon as possible by the hand of his Acra°
to the Genersd, This lotter is to stote that if the Gemeral wants the road
buil¥ quickly then, on receipt of the letter, he is to send somcone to the.
Wassew cabocecr to discuss the whole matters The cebocecr is to be asked
if he ha,s any other palaver with the Ashantis and, if the answer is, Yes,
whether such palavers can be dealt with by the Generale The Wassaws nust
make apology to the Ashanti King, and drink an oath m the presence of . the
King's rcprescntativese This oath will bind the Wassaws to settle all
natters peacefully with the Kinge They nust further swear that, when the
ENVOY HES) ZoiRs T E“om “his mission/, the King will be able to begin the
construction of the road without any interference, and all parties may then
live and trade in peace one with anothers L If these things are duly sworn,
the King will immediately begin preparations for making the roads All: the
naterials are ready, and the men to do the job have becen assigneds The King
hopes to start on the foad this month. It is only the matter of the assurancer
that nus® be obtained fron the Wassaws that is delaying him, since without
these he camnot allow the work to proceeds

POthe

The King sumioned me again today and, through‘his linguists, told me
that he ha s detailed & number of officers and men to besgin building the road
at oncee If anly Wassaws cause trouble,62 he h ¢dven orders that they are
to be destroyeds Hec asked me what I thought of this dlan, . I replied that,
since it was the General's desirc that all existing palavers should be
niminized as much as possible and that there should be no bloodshed, the
‘King nust not on any account carry out this scheme, The General had cone
to Africa to bring peace to the whole country in se for as was in his’
power, and had no wish to spill bl 1, The General would certainly opem
the trade routes and would do so without ruinimg the Wassaw country by
scnding armies into ite

At this the Kimg withdrew for a moment with his: ecouncillors and, on
their rcturn, I was asked where the General desired to have the roads I
answercd, "Betwecen Cormanij and Elmine, though nmore towerds the Elmina side,
then running through Great Commanij to Ascnoukoen Village, Epon Village,
Odekoe Village and Sanka as far as Brunicoemn, and then along the broad
plain behind Cand's plontation, ﬁnd through the Jout 5 villages to Elnina.
He then dndicated that the King was most desirous to begin the project at
once and to drive the Wassaws ou‘t of their country, He said that everything
would be carried through to 2 conclusion:and that he would do and that he
would do what his master had ordereds t would got be necessary for the
Wassaws to be “ci,uplly renoved fron their honeseCH

The King, however, was not yct satisfied, and hold another council to
reconsider what I had saide He then announced that he did have a palaver

60e Presunably Okra.
61l. The whole paragraph. up to this pout is a very, frec translation indeed .
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that must be settled with the Wassaws, and that the road could not be built
without fightings Having thus chamged his mind again, he proposed that I shoyld
write to the Genersl to inform him of the serious nature of this palaver, and
in my letter that I should suggest that the Wassaws swear an oath in the
presence of the Ashanti Accra at the General's fort (he did not say how this
could be arranged) to the effect that: they had nothing against the King of
Ashanti; thap they would render satisfaction to him if the palaver should be
settled; that, if the Wassaws promised this, the Gemeral would himself receive
what they offer by way of compemsation Z;Bd.transmitrit to Ashanté?& and then
the King will order the road to be built; dnd that there shall be no inter-
ference in this road-building on the part of the Wassaws. Not to cause trouble
will be the best course for the Wassaws to adopt; otherwise, they will bring
such ruim on themselves that they will newer recover from ite

My letter to the General is also to say that word myst be sent to the Wassaw
caboceer, Entceffer, to inform him that the Genercl will be building a full
scale road through his country, and that if he shows the least enmity as a result
of this he will pay for it with the loss of Tis villagese

I would not have opposed the King's desire to punish the Wassaws had T
not been convinced that they are amongst the best customers we haves I could
not have answered for it, if an army had been let loose on people who have had
continwous commercial relations with us and who have never failed to come to
visit us even in time of troubles

A1]1 these matters having been thoroughly aired, a further meeting was
arranged for tomorrowve

21ste

The Wassaw palaver was resumed today, and everything discussed yesterday
was agreed tos The decision is that tomorrow the messenpers will depart for
Elmine to arrange for the oathtakimge They will be there in 9 or 10 days, and
will su“ﬁest to the General how the palaver should be settleds

: Seizimg this moment as my opportunity, I earnestly besought the King to
allow my bearers to return to Elmina too, but he would not hecr of ite He said,
"So long a8 you are here, you must be corried wherever you goe" After much
persuasion, however, he did agree to allow half of my men to departs When T
got back to my house, I warned the men concerned to be ready to leave tomorrow
for Elminae, My announcement was greeted with mony expressions of discontente
I explained that the costs of our continued stay here were already too high ond
were rising higher every day, anc thot there was not enough for so large a body
of men to doe. I said, too, that I could not risk keeping them any longer,
because I might be obliged to pay out of my own pocket all wages due when e
all eventuclly returned to Elminae There was a long argument. In the end,
seeing that I could achieve nothing by persuasion, I detailed the slaves®
and the three free negroes to remaim behind to carry the hammock and act as
porters for my baggase, and ordered 13 men without further prevarication to return
to the coaste I also said that, if they refused to go, I would withold their
Elmine allowances and maintenance from tomorrow onwardse They reconciled
themselves at last to departing.

22nd

Ec‘"'Todny the King come to sée me to ask if the letter for Elmina was readye
I said it was., and had slready been scalede I showed it to him, and in his
presence gave it to my mesoongcré The messenger hod zlready been hamded my
golden chain and stoff and was 4o get off at Lllﬂ\l.,y.

65. Iit., londsslovens



-28=

The King had my boy sent to the palace and there made hin, together

with his own Accrg, swear that they would be in Elmina within 9 e 10 dayse

He gave then 7

221'&.

T have not tasted 2 drop of gin for #6n or twelve dayss T asked
the King today if he m,uld let me have back one of the bottles I had
earlier prescnted to him. He sent me, however, a bottle of watered rum,
~ which' I' accepted and passed on to my meme Otherwise, no news.a

indec:.pherablg? of gold for their subsistences

The King says that the Gemeral nust keep a thousand of the best gums
for hin: +two: each for 500 nmen,

24 th Junc 1816, :

The King sent for me to tell me that he has had to halt the express
nessenger I had sent to Elmina at a place about three hours®from here to
await receipt of o vesgel '©° he is having nade out of wood as a present
for the General esesseCl - ;

25th. ‘

Today in the afternoon the King, acccmpanied by General Poekoe, come
to sce mes They brought with then the glasform His Majesty mentioned
yesterdaye They waited while I packed it up, and asked me to write the
General o letter about ite Them both the prescnt and the letter were
dlspu’cched with ny boy, and when the King end. Poekoe had seen this done,
they left,

28th, : ;
Fron the 26th until today, no nevse

29ths

This evening the mam returmed whom I had sent to Elmina on the 26th
of last month with a letter for the Generals, He brought with hin a reply
fron the General, which ordered me to inquire the King'!s intentions and

then return to Elmina, If however, the King for any reason wishes to retain

ny services, I an to stay a while longeres

Hoving read the General's letter I made a full report of its contem®

to the King, including the remarks concerning the reprehensible behaviour
of General Appish. I explained that the General was requesting thet strict
orders be sent to the Ashantis encamped near Elmina telling them tc withdraw

fron that region, because they were achieving no useful purpose theree

o

,L also spoke about the palaver of Amonamnoe, Coemz and Motje, and explained o

that, in the Generalls opinion, the King had been completely nisled about
their behaviours Apia, too, has not been obeying the King's orders. To
all this, His Majesty listemed with a uS'tOnlShDv!It, and shook his head to
indicate his displeasurce .

“3 handed over to the King the subz\r, tea, nedicines, etce, that had
accompanied the Generals letter. He was delighted, and thanked me f&r the
trouble I had token with holf an anker of rum for ny ovm uUsGe

50the

Nothing happencde

51st July 1816,
. Nothing happened,

2nde
Today the King visited me, but imparted no information as to what he
wishes to do following the receipt of the new orders fron the Generale

e

66, Lit,, cem plose '
67+ Short indecipherable passages
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He sedd to me, “W:r.ll ‘the Genpral really ccme heye?" I replied that the Genersl
would certainly do sos

3rde
The King said to me today that I must remain here until an answer comes

back fron Elmina concerming the Wassaw palavere After that I will be allowed
to leave at once in order to report to the General.

I have to record that some very serious rumours have been circulating
here these past three days. Thel are being spread by certian Ashantis who
hawve returned fron the coast. Some soldiers among thenm affirm thet Mre Jan
Nieser and the Elmina tervegentes told them (giving it out as positive truth)
that Ueneral Doendels was a very bad man, who had been sent out from Holland
to make a dupe of the King of Ashanti; that General Daendels proposed to
nurder the whole Elmina population with gums; that he had not come here to
trade, but to mislead the peoples of Africaj; that he had sent me as his envoy
to trlck the Ashanti King imto building a great road through the Wassaw
country; that, when this road has been finished, the General would be able,
together with the Wassaws, to plumder the gobds and murder the men and women
of the Ashanti nationj and mgy similar inecitenenmts and villainieses In 2ll
this M, Nieser, bush nlbg;eré that he is, i1s in alliance with the foolish
dipewitted elders of Elmina, men who constantly oppose the Government and
aliways seek to set themselves above it, aend who are unable to realise thot
in time of war it is only the Government that can keep an enemy away from
then and protect then. In connexion with these waworthy rumours, I toke
lcave ta.olssrve that Mr, Nieser is a bad servant to the Government, and
has long descrwed to be brought to booke. He is a gallowsbird (though he
noy well die in his bed as an honest nan), and on one pretext or another
is very likely to be killed socner or later by his own people, just as he
hinself made away with President Hogenboom.

Anong other things he has told the Ahantis that B& intemds to arrange
for the 'sword of the seven quarters! to be taken out of the hands of Adan
and given either to Quandaha or to the bonko known as Konnua. He intends
doing this beca use the Genersl is so intimate with Adam and discloses seerct
mtters to hin alone, and never to Mr. Nieser. Mr. Niescr o2lso seys that

- he has found a way to domage the General'!s reputation with the negroes. It

ig therefore fortunate that the General has the greater part of the negroes
on his sides Otherwise lfrs Nieser's statement to the Berregentes that the
Gemeral had sent me to the King of Ashanti to ask for troops to come and
nurder the Elminas would undoubtedly cause panic among the common peoples

If they eémce became convinced that the Ashantis were about to attack then,
they would almost certainly try to get in first, and would nurder the Gemeral

and &l his officials before the latter even knew the reason for the attack
on themns

My advice to General Dacndels is to caerry the attack to Mre Nieser,
and demamd a disclosure of all his dealings with the negroess. Then the
General will see Mre Nieser for what he is and always has beem. The Negroes
have long wished to banish Mr, Nieser from the tovm -- he has already bcen
drivem for ever fron Accra -— but dare not do so for fear he may be under
the General's protectione If it were not for this Mr. Nieser would have
been dealt with in the time of General de Veers A word from the General
and the gums brought to readiness would be quite enough to deliver -~
Elnims fron Mre Niescr, though this should not be attempted umless there
are trustworthy soldiers in the fort and a warship in the roads with

€8s Lite, wilde negcr The translotion is not o heppy one, perhaps, but
this is what a coastal rulatto might well have said, had he been speaking
Eh:t{;lish.
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cannon-balls able to overmwe the tovms.

There is not one nescro in Elmina who has not some complaint to make
about Nr. Nieser. BEvery negro would like to“sce him gone. He is thought
to have suborned half the garrison, which is why I refer to the need for
a warshipe

ithe

Nothing happeneds

2the

From the 5th until today nothing of consequense occurreds I
continually hear rumours about the behaviour of Mr, Niesery who is saying
that the General has not come to the Coast to do good but to bring disaster
to ewerybodye. It is also said that the General Bas invited the Elmina negroes
into the fort for a palaver, though on what subject I have not been tolde
I much hope that this Jatter rumour is not true, for I have no doubts about
the general wickedmess ¢f Mrs Nieser's activitiess He is up to knavish tricks
of 21l kindse

10 July 1816.

Serious news has been received today from the army of Generwl.YbuW
Kokrokoes The report is that he has fought with the Fantis and as a resuld
has lost a large number of men and two of his 'great officers's These
officers-were brothers to the Kings They are said to have fought very bravely
and to have caused much slaughbter among other opponents. His liajesty is
much affected by the death of his, brothers, and by way of consolation has
cut off the heads of some Fanti prisoners of wara

>

I hayve not wished before to speak of the numercus Fantis who have been
beheaded in the time.T have been here. To my certain knowledge there have
been 80 of them, men, women, and Children. Anong them was the Peul 9 of
Cudjo Coema, who met a most miserable end. From midday until evening there
was dancing , and amid this excitement for executioners came up to' the Peul
and one after another stabbed, and sliged at his body. Then he was cut in
the shoulders with whale-bone knives of the type that women use,7o and pepper
was rubbed into the woundse Then there was more cutting and stabbing in
the sides and facee +His ears were hackad off, then his armse And so it went
on until he could no longer stand, and only then was his head severed from
the bodys The head was sent around the. town, so that everyone could sec who
it was that had been killed,

1lthe i
T I heve noted today With nuch concern that His Majesty appears to be
paying attention to the baseless rumours being spread among the Ashantis by
liry Nieser and the terregentess. He scems a little cool, and is no longer
so well disposed towards me as before. When my boy gets back from the coast
I will know THore e e .71 =

s

the
Today I learmt to my astonishment that . the Elminas have dared
to presume to send ambassadors to the Kinge This has been done by
permissicn of their chief, Mr Nieser, but without the kmowledse of Governor
General Daendels. The envoys are to give the King information along the o)
lines of the rumours I have already describeds They are going to deslare
that everything that I, in. the General's name, -have told the King -ds falseg

o]

o]
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69« Obscures

70e Me® vrouwe baleine messcne Iiterally, the trﬂnslutlon could be 'with
knives made from female whale-bone!, but this secns unlikely?

Tle TFour or rive illegible lines follow (due to ink showing through from
the other side of the page)e
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and will dlscredlt ny nission hy every means.in their powers They will

assurc the King of the sificerc friendship of Mr, Nieser anl his terre Ezﬂndes,

and will insinuate that the Generalls friendship for His Majesty is insinceree

Thank God the King has notr yet scen these envoys and has rofussd to reesived

their messaged I for my part will kecp my cars open, and will note everything

dovmn that I hear, in order to be able to meke a full report to my master

when opportunity offerss I will tell him that he has in the Dutch fort
trultor, who presents himself.as a white man with a black éxterior,

whoreas in truth he is & negro through and through, a troublc—mpker, a

disturber of the Governmcnt's peosce There will come a tine when the only

way suitably to rewerd Mre Nieser will be by fitting a hultor round his

necks

The entry into the town of the Elmina envoys is fixed for next monday,
the 15th, Then they will state publicly and In my presence the lies they
have brought with themy I will thus have the opportunity to expose their
iniquity, and will undermine their reputations so far as lies in my powere

The Cabo Corso people “have ﬁlso sent an embausy, though for what
puropse I do nof yet knowse

13th July,
Nothing newe

the

General Poekoe tells me that I must be present tomorrow when the Elmina
and Gabo Corso envoys arrive, I an glad to hear this, end will be satisfied
if I can defend my master against the treachery of Mr, Niescre

15th,. -

About 3 olclock the King held a council of notables to rcéceive the
envoys from Elmina and Cabo Corso, Those from Cabo, Corso, however, alone
appeareds It is said' that one of' the Elminds is sick, and their entry
into the capital has been postponcc until further orderse The rumouvrs

than ever. The King already knoms the contcnts of’ tao nessages thp Elminas
have brought with them, and & criminal could not be worse represented. than

the General is being to the King at the iprescnt tines The King, however, is
preparcd to await patiently the return of his accra from Elminae He expects

this man will be able to inform hin if the General is as bad as is painted
Or NOe & e ;

The real purpose of the Elminas:is to: have me driven awey fron here
in disgrace and to destroy the good name &f my masters The King has already
been told that the General is his declared enemy, and will have nothing
to do with the people of Ashantis It is also being said that I have come
here to threaten the King, and to this His Majesty is supposed to have
replied: "This is all very well, but supposing the information is correct,
whet can I do? I cannot murder the Generals snvoy s nor scnd back the
presents I have received from hime Thether he brings me good or bad palavers,
I can do nothing but send hinm safely home. I can do no :.iore, cyen supposing
these rumours arc true.",

I hear the Gabo Corsc people have bfoubht prescnts, but do not kmow
what these ares

The day before yesterday a white horse arrived here for the Kinge
A camel was also expected, but is held up on the way because cf swollen feete
These animals have bcen sent from Saraso, a place some fifteen days from
here« I understand they are intended as presemts for my masters I have
seen the horsee She is a small beast, and neat and handsomee
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God, Shepherd of° Heaven and Eurth may Your b1e551ngs be
_ with usl .. ;
' Most worthy uma respeoted Gcno:;zll iy :
It dis with the sreatest pleasure that I now have the
Honour to inform Your Excellency of the considerable
satisfactiom I feel as a result of the meeting I have
had today with His Majesty of Ashanti. His Majesty showed
% the 5regtest conslderatlon toWards ne e

Thls morning I had the privilege of presenting to him
ny greetings, upon which occasion His Majesty asked me if
I know of the expected arrival at his capital of envoys

. from Elninza T answered that I did kmow of this,; and said
to him most earnestly that if these envoys krought any
false reports with them about my master, he should clap
the lot of them in irons and hand them to me to be sent

under strong escort to Elmina and there delivered to my
master for the rascals they arec, His Majesty, leughing
aloud, agreed to my requests I have therefore thought it

on the part of the King. Y

The envoys have not yet arrived but, I believe, will
be here tomorrows . It will soon be seen how I, as Your
Excelloncy 8 ambassador, will, deal thems

L]
A -HQplng'my faithful duty and attachment to Your
Excellency is apparent in this 1etter,.

I have the Honour to subscrloe myselfy

Ybur Excellency s very Loyal
o5 and Obedlent Servant,

[1(_ne§?‘?. Huydecopero

16th July 1816,
(Not sent until the 18th.)

The eveming of the 16the

In order to sift the real intenbions ‘of  the Elminas from the numerousru-:c.

that are doing about, I bought two jars of palm wine today and invited the
envoys sent by lMr, Semuel Brew to visit mes To my horror and amazement

I Jearn that, so the Cabo@brso people believe, the terregrandes from <
Elmina propose to say these terrlble things to the Klno.'

i That the Elminas have come to request thc King to send an army
azainst Commany to plunder it and then to,go on to Elmina, murder the
General and destroy the fort; that the Genoral came to the Coast with no
other purpose than to threaten the King of Ashanti and kill the Elminas;
and that it is for this reason that they, the Elminas, have come to visit
the King and gain his supports

v

Good Godd This news makes me very apprehensivee. How can one understonl

the workings of a mind like that of Mre Nieser? A man would have to be a
mons ter #o stir up the Elminas yet again to murder. white mene. I% 15 easy
.to see how this has hapjeneds After the death of President Hoogenboom no

A~

proper to inform Your Excellemecy of this encourdging attitur

punishment whatever was meted out to the Elminas, nor even any investisation

ordered from.Furopes . They hdve therefore become so bold as to try to‘
persuade the Ashantis to commit a nurder -- a murder of which they, the
Elminas, cen subsequently plead ignorances They will, if they can., lay

(o]
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2ll the blame on the Ashanti Kinge

. The Elminas are arriving tomurrows I shall aporise myself of every-
thing that takes place, and pass the information to my master without

delay. My master must take great care, and not on any account visit

Great Commany at this timee May God protect him against all the assaults
of the devil and frustrate the evil designs of those like lr o Nieser
who wish to encompass his déath} 72

17th July,

At nine o'clock this morning it was reported to the King that the
Elminas envoys were at Assaforheem and were requesting permission, on
their arrival in the capital tomorrow, to present to His Majesty their
greetingse The King is already somewhat wary of this disreputable embassye
He has sent no reply whatever to their messages, though they have sought
permission to enter his capital three or four timey Realizing that they
were going to receive no answer from the King, they have now entered the
capital of their own accord, to the accompanimeml of many expressions of
contempt from the inhabjitants, To the Ashantis, anyone who arrives
without having honour done him by the King is an object of scorn and is
cursed by the common peopleg

Their lies will bring the Elminas down.in ruing They do not seem
to understand that the King of the Ashantis is an intelligent man, who will
quickly see through themg A known scoundrel could not have been received
with less honour than these Elminasg Because they could not obtain the
ecar of the King, they were obliged to have their palaver with General Poekoe.
He, however, gave them no answgr, and walked out on them in the middle of
their recitanl, They have not seen him sincgy The King's linguists
similarly imbued with suspicion and mistrust, has also rejected theme They
have had, therefore, to wait 2 vefy lons timgp and then withdraw without
receiving any satisfaction or encouragementy Thelr presents have not yct
been accpteds Tomorrow will show whether they will be admitted to audience
and, supposing they gain access, what they will saye

I will be careful to record exactly wverything that happense I am
confident the King#s answer will not be contrary to our interests, but

I will hold my peace nowe Everything will be known after the great asceubly
has been helde

18th

Honour continues to be done tome on all sidese The Elminas, on the
other hand, have not yet spoken to the King, nor have they even beogn seenby
himeTheir ., case will be publicly stated tomorrow. I kmow, however, that
their lies cannot damage us., Tomorrow I will know whether my presence here
has been advantageous to my master or not, All will be in the open soone
ly reward, however, will have to be especially great, or else I am not the
man to be entrusted with such large affairs of states I£ I am not able
to crovm my labours with success, I will hand evegything over to those
the Governmemt thinks more capable of pleading its cause in important palavers
like thise I am convinced that in this present matter my life is at stake. The
curse of the Elminas and of their chidf, Jem Hieser, has now been laid om
mee The end of_it all will be my deathe I am a young man, only just arrived
in the countrye Mre Jom Nieser's tricks are notorious, yet I am certain
that all I say can be substantiatede I am being very careful not to say
anything about him that I camnot prove, for I know him welle Ik

72+ A rough paraphrase onlye, Text herc ls illegible in placesi

73¢ Pas in het land gekomene This seems an odd phrase to use if Huydecoper
was a mulatto. Its sense may be that Huydecoper thinks of himsclf
as young, and 'only just abroad in the landa'!

7he Obscure here, but the sense ks right, I thinke
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19th July 1816,

The envoys have stlll not seen the King,: even f’or the pn'pose of greeting
him, They sent a message of f’elic:l.tc‘tn.on to me on beh‘.lf ©of the Chief and
Under—chief (5 of Elmina, and inform me that they have as yet neither bcen
seen by nor spoken to the K:J.ng.v iPor this reason they do not dare to greet
me in person. A4s soon as the formalities are complete, they say, they will
cofie to sce me, 5

The men who brought this message extrac'te(_ no 7orc1 fron ne, I answered
2ll they 8aid with'a mexe bow. Phey are much downcast to see me here, for
they reaslize that, ii.’ I were not present,* thcy could blacken the General's
character much more easily, ' ;

?.Oth. : i
Today the King sent for me to listen to the nessages broubht by the
Elminas. I have already réeferrcd frequently to, these, but not in full
de‘c'mil, because I ald not wish to involve myself in their liese The King
as fimally let them have their say, however, and the following are the
untruths they spokes -
&Y
That the Gemxal,,from the time of his arpival in the country, has had
nothing to do with ;i;ho peopie of Elmma% nd has not paid tnelg their subsis-
tence money; that the General has driveém all the white boys out of the
fort, and the three Government boys also; that he has taken away all the
guns from the fort and from t. & batteries, and has sent most of them to
Burope, his object being to strip Elmine .of its defences and leave it an
easy prey to its enemies) that the General kes interdicted all trade with
the Elminas, but not with the Wassaws; that the General is in alliance
with the Commanys and will not let the Elminas make war on themj; that, heweve:
if they presist in this wary he will settle the Commany palaver with 2,000 .
ounces of gold and will then teach Elmina Town and its inhabitants such a
lesson with his guns that not a stone in Elmina will remaim -s’canding;

That the King of Ashanti must theretore help Elnina to bring about the
total destruction of Commgny end, this done, must turn against Elmina and,
if the General resists, mudt causé him to be murd_erecl, as was done in the
casc of President Hoogenhoomj. that, if:the King of Ashanti will not supply -
men to fight on the side atE:lJn:ma. aﬂamst Cormany, the Elm:mas Wlll destwo:m:
their homes, f'lu. to Kumas:x. and 1ive among the Ashantiss

That the General is the greatest enemy the Ashantis have, and has
been sent from Europe to find<out just how powerful their King is; that it
is always being said in Eurcpe that the Ashanti King kills men everyday ond
is a very bad manj ‘that the General has therefore to try td zain admittance
to the King's domains and, if successful, will ficht Ashanti; but if, on
the other hand, the Ashantis appear too strong, the General is to shoot
Elnfma to pileces and return to Europe; that the General?s sole object in
sending me to Kumasi is to spy on the King and assess his strength; that
the General is in alliance with the Cabo Borsos, the Commary$ and. the Tasswuw
and has built a powerful fortress at Commanys;. that, on my returm, with thc
desired Lnformat:.on, the Gene®al will begin to set his various plans in
motion (all this was elaimed by the envoys as emanating from the” General's
own lips, huv:l_nb been overheard, so they said, by ene of the des WhO BotE S
the white men im the fort Y;

That($n my absence) the General had written to Cabo Corso to ask for
warshipsfrom England; when Elmina had been destroyerl, these warshipswould
be used to take off his men and ~lltheir soodss

That the General had sent an exploring party up the River Ancober to
see how far it was navigable by ships sent to engage the Ashentis in battle;
that it was the General's purpose, as soon as opportunity offered, to see
whether Dinkira, one of the chkef provinces of the Ashentis, could not be

75¢ ILits, onderkoninge
76e ILite, de de_Blanken jon; zens, Presumably this means 'mulatto youthse
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ceptured, for, if it could, then its possession would meke an assault on
the Ashanti c-pital easier to launchj; itewas fortunate indeed that Dinkire
could not be reached fro the sca;.news of thks scheme of the Generalls
had been received at Elmina before the General had even arrived on the
Coasts

~ And, further, to prbve that the information they possessed about the
“General's intentions towards the Ashonti King was true, the Elmina envoys
stateds

That the General had seized onc of the King's men and, placing him
in the open space outside the fort, had had him beaten until he nearly
died —- and this , despite the fact that the man was guilty of no offence;
that, on an earlier occasion, when two of the King's criers came into the
fort to ask the Gemeral something, he had said: "I do not want to have
anything to do with Ashenti," and 1mneolctely attacked them and drove them
from the fort;

That, Quamena Bietoe Aqua having thus been bea ten, the Elmina
ﬁg;regcnp@s went to see the General to paeify him and warm him that the
man belonged to the Ashatd royal family; but that the General had sent
then away without an answerj; and that, further, when it was apparent that
the Ashanti soldiers in the area were so angry that they were liable to
attack the fort and kill the General, lire Nieser and the terrecientes,
determined to ward off trouble, had pacifiel the injured man with presents;

That President Hoogenbocm hed been murdercd because, during the recent
war, he attempted to hand over to the Fantis some Ashatbis who were
sheltering at Elmina; that there had b.oen many palavers with President
Hoogenboom about such matters; that an additional cause of his death had
been his habit of shooting off his gums at Elmina Pown and threatening to
burn it to ashes; it was becausec of the murder of President Hoogenboem
that the General refused 4o pay subsitence allowance to the Elminas and
himself planned to burn the town;

That the General had sent me to Kumasi without telling the elders
of Blmina and, finally, that they now declared that they spoke on behalf
of the united people of Elmina in saying that everything I had told the
King 8ince my avrival was uutchy false and their advice to the King wes
to disgrace me and never allow me to rcturn to Elminz.

1 I did as much as X could to rebut these statements but in vaine

ALY present had already beer brided and there was nothing I could saye
The King, however, had everyone wighdgew to one side, and then asked me
straight out if I had come to Kumasi to threaten him. To this I

answered roundly: "I am a white mane.  Everything my master has s@t down
in my instructions I have declafed to you. If you do not believe me, I
em willing (though I had never done the like bgiore)uo drink and swear an
oath that all I have said in my master's mame is the truth. I dare swear
moreover, that &t is the Elminas themsplves who have told Your Majesty
the greatest lics conceivables"

The King replied that I was apparently not completellp inny nastor’s
confidence, because the General had failed to inform the terre:genles
of my projected mission and this had irritated them. "However," he said,
BT will settle this trceuble betwecen you and the Elmimas and you can depart
togothere

I quickly answored that I had sent by my master to achieve results,
not to palaver, The Elminas must stend firmly by their accusctions,
because on my return I would report persounlly to the General and would
tell him word for world what had bien salde Nothing could bw settled until
thens I could not undertake any palaver without nV.r~SLpr
instructions, nor say anything at 1 on my own TLopODSlblllty. All T was

jol
P
al
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oconcerned with now was to have the King beaf witness to the accusations
and threats that were being made and to defend ny master ageinst the charges
being held ago :Lnst nm. : il o

The Elminas questioned why I was defonding the General in this waye
They claimed that I would not be doing it if I were not in his service, ; <
and asserted that it was the white men who had taught me my trade and
quickened my witse I would never be hungry as long as I took the white
men's parte I would always be on their side and would never forsake my
benefactors as long as I livede The Elminas said, too, that they eould :
not discuss secrets in my presence, because it has long been knowh to: ‘whose *,’
ears such confidential matters would be recounted the moment I had the
opportunity of doing sos And then they stood like dumb men, storing at me
in silencee - ‘ , -

I told the King that, when I returned to Elmina, he must send. some SrioRe
of his men with me to see if these envoys would cmploy the same words before -
the General as they had so freely used in the presence of the Kinge His
Majesty would then be able to judge for himself where the truth laye I : 0
would be willing to swear that when the time came, not one of these Elminas
would dare to face the Generals I assured the King that.I would neither
conceal nor foil to mention everything tha 1, had token place during the -
present palavera

The King gave instructions "h(t ho one was to S"y = word about any
shame thot had been put upon me, and that.if snyone gave it out that I was
a liar he would be put to deathe

He also said that I wauld be allowed to drink the purification oath 6
that I longed fore

let. - ; ; L=
The Elminas are being abused «m 21l sides because of their abtemph
to bring me into disfovour with the King and embroil him with the General,

Nevertheless I am forced to record that most Ashantis hate and curse
the General, because of his action in ordering Quomena Boetu Aqua to bé
beaten and refusing to grant his requestmg

22nd.e 5
Today the mm:Ln 25 received their presents from the Kings These were

a cow, 2 Ibs 10 [fndeolphor"blg s 4U Dbunches of banmenas and 30 yaunse There 2
are 2U of these Elminas in all, ¢

I learnt today that the requisitions sent from T,jetgewer‘ry Village
have. long since becen filled by the Genercikes | E asked for two ankers of drink .

and 2 lengths’ of panegoeds They have not yet errived however, and I have o
sent 2 ment to fetch theme. I did this with the King's k:aowlodre. Maintenance
for these men, T ﬁndecn.pherublg ot - o

2 érd.

The Elminas hove killed their cuw and have sent me a picce of e
This I agcepted but gave to my mewme 2 i
Nothing to do, eﬂcept live in memories until we have the good fortune

to be in our own country cgein ond can telk once more with our friendse

26th July. : (e}
'From the 24th to the 26th I visited the King agein ond agein hoping

to be allowed to drink my veth cnd purify my master of the lies the Elminas

have put him, The King told me I could do so tomorrow and I went home

contented with thise S0

27th g
I leorn today that lre Simons has been sent herc by the General with



3=

the King's stoole/! He is expected within ~ few dayse

On the 28th I heard that the Elrminas had tried several times to have
an audience with the King, but in veins The King will not see théns ™

Todey I joined forees with the Elninas in demanding an audiences
I was granted one, but they were not accorded the privilezee

The Elminas are very lew, oni are suffering greatly from hunger,
Everyone despises them, the King not leaste He continually gives out that
he recognizes no ruler in Elnina but the one who supplies hin with his
powder, zuns, drink, etce The white men are his masters, he says, and he
always obeys them. He telks all the time in this way to his generals, and
they pass his rcmarks on to me afterwardse :

The boys whom I sent to Dompo Asie arrived on the 22nd instar®, but
without bringing back any letters or other goodse ihen he heard about
this, the King became very angry. He btdames Apia and Barriekice He has
sent the same boys straight back -azein to tell the two generals that, if
they do not want to bring disgrace on themselves, they must forward
irnnediately everything the General has sent, including letters and without
onitting any iten whatever. If they do not, they will soon sce what will
befall themes The King was so angry that he ordercd two men (who had done
hip no harm) to be butchered in the presence of all his generals. After
this he calmed down a littles :

My boys have thus been scnt back for the missing goodse For my pard
I hope they will return with everything, for we are practically out of
cloth and drink, ~nd have nothing to use as presents to gilve nmembers of
the King's farily and ¢ther persons who calle 4

50th » ot ; _

I tried again today to persuade the Iing to let me drink my oath in
order o prove to 2ll present that everything I have said to him in my.
pesterts neme is truee If he will not sllow this, I will not beable to
tell him the contents of lectters sent here 'from now on from Eliins, for
it will be impossible for him te distimzuish truth from felsehood in my
reeital. Seeing ny unhap iness the King saild, "Tomorrow without fail I 7
will 3et you have your wishe" I therefore went home sabisficd,

. Today very early I woited on the King in order to purify my master's
name: and was et last permittcd to do soe

The King sent for the Elminas, and when they had token thedr seats
he seid to me, "What have you today?" :

I stood up and told him' that I had come to drink the ocath and prove
thereby that everything I had snid in the none of oy master, General Daendels,
was the absolute truth, that ny naster had received from the King of Holland
the words which I had read out from wmy instructiom, and that everything
the Elminas had said throughout this affair would be established by means
of my-ocath as nothing but infancus lies ond falsehoodse With this the
King and his councillors were well pleased, ~nd sheouted, "The words of
white nen are always true. If they werc nok, this man would not ask so
frequently to drink the onthe"

The Elminas now began to look very misersble end dared not raise their
eyes fron thc grounde They were at last convinced that their execrable
plan to bring shame upon General Daendcls ond upon the nester in Hollahd
who had senmt hin to Africa had fnilede

Tle ldt., stoeleProbably 'cheir! is meant since the Dutch would hardly
be sending a stool to the King of Ashantie



The King then asked the Elminas, "What, then have you people to say? o
The white men asks that he may drink the oath to prove that 211 he has
said on behalf of his master is absolute truth and to prove also that all
your words are infemous lies, fuli of v:.lla:.ny ﬁnc incitement and f£it to ©
be accursed and condemned by all honest mene at do you says then? Hefend
yourselvese Shell he drink the oath or not?. The white man says you _“re
liara. \thb say you?"

Then Pockoe stood up, and $aid to the King, "ie have nothing against
the white man's c]rinld.ng the ooth," and them, quivering with emotion,
"The elders of Elmina have sent this embassy to us, but its members have
c,:Lven no sign, nor hﬂve they spoken any word to show ‘whether what they
say is the truth or note Let the white men defend his mastere
g . ©
\t this everyone burst’ out laughing, The Elminas were no longer showing
the coura uo they had exhibited on their arrivale They had thought to bring
a charge ageinst me, but it was clear to all present that I was:a better o
advoonte then theye Tlpre were three Ashantis standing with the three Elmina
envoys, thus six in a2ll, six advocates against me alonee Yet I was the only
...one, that had dared to speak in the ﬁssembly and hand proved myself stronger
than them alle The King's words had boen scmewhat harshly spoken, and
the Elminas ond. their fr:l.ends were so shaken end fearful & &t they could
£ind -1ittle to saye Yet had I had no powerful allies on my side, I would
certainly have lost the pslaver, and for this ressone The Elminas had
already bribed the three Ashantis who stood with them, and these men were
ready to lay into me./8 But the Good God was with me, ond had forewarned
i "the King of the Elninas' plan. God kept me; who have so cfccnccorm‘cbed o
myself ‘to His protection, Sﬁfe and unhormede : :

(el

The men Adoesaij was also of great service to nee There was nothing “
that T .said that he did not irmediately L.n(? accurately convey. to the Kinmgze
When therefore my words were compared to those of the Elminas, mine were
"lways found to be true., Everytime I touched on this or that wrong done
to me or to my master, he reported what I had said to the King, =2md by
neans of his influence the King wos won over to my sidee

The King was now convinced that lies had indecd been spokers -He
thorefome had the oath brought in a copper basin. Once more he asked the
Elminas if they had anything further to say ageinst me which could be washed
ewuy by the drinking of this oathe They, however, rcmained silente

Addressing myself to the King, T swor.e my oath in these wordss

"I Swear thot the General, my master, semt me to you in all sircerity °
and without any hicden plons in his mindj I swear that all the powder, shot
and firesrms which my nmaster has bfought with hinm arc for no other purpose
than to be solld dimpertially to all merchents who cere to buy; I swear that g
ny master is a most sincere friend of the Ashontis and will never show any
enmity towards their Kings; I swear that the King of Hollend is the best
friend the King of Aomntl has ond “that he sent the General to Africe to
bring peace and unity; I swear that everything I have said in his nane is
the absolute truthj;.
¥ I swear that the Gemeral and the King of Holland intend to trade with
all nmen as brothers, without choosing one side'cr the other or making wer,
and that trust may always be placed in thems I swear that I was not sent ©
here to spy om the King of Ashonti or to assess his military might with
o view later on to making war on him « o o

78+ Idte, on nij in de war to helpens
79« Short illesziblc passages
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I swear thet eve:iything the Elminas have come here to tell the King
is untrue, and darmably untrue, that everything they say they have beem:
told to sey by soncome.ielse, and fthis:if one: single.word of ﬂll that they
hayve said is true, this moy onth,will suroly'klll De.“

Tthen I had spoken. these:words, the oath was CCIJhlStOreL to me three
tines, and I took it with the: brp"tcst satisfaction. The" King and his
nobles all praised me for this act, and oonbrutulutcd ne on having won
oy contest against the Elnines, whon they now looked at out of the corners
of their eyes. All the Ashantis were convinced of the unshekeable truth
of ny cause. St

Everything was now coneluded, and the King asked the Elminas Whother,
in the changed circunstances, they would visit ne fronm time to times
They dared not 52y DO, The King then borated then, seying, "Dc you mot
know that this man is your naster? I-do not understand thls maGber et alily
You nust at once visit your master in order to greet him, He is my naster,
t00, and none of us can opposc our masterse.®™ From this the Elmines could
sce that the King was on my side, and they replied, "Tom rrow we¢ will call
on our lord,80 and prescnt cur corvllnans to th. 5

My servent wes also obliged to drink the oath and swcar that he knew
nothing to the General's dotri:ent, that everything the Elminas had said
joinst the Gencrel was imtrue, and that, if he knew amy bad things aboul..
‘the General and did not reveal tbem, he wished the oath would kill hln.

Report on all this sent today to Your Excellencye

1st August 1816, |
Todey we had-the pleasure of ~ visit from outr srcatest enemiese A

Thoy re: rctte“ undertaking their present mission deeply, and assured me

they had 'nothing agsinst me personally and hed only been acting on the orders

of 'the ﬁerro*;ontes. T paid 1ittle attention to-what they szid, ani merely.
note it for the recorde :

2

I gave then four jars of. paln v Jlne, which they dronk brobg17y. Undexr
“the influemce of the wine, their niseries came pourins out, and they more
or less begged oy perdon for the lies they had tolds, I was not impressed,
and will when occasion offers make then fcel theilr miscries nore sorely
still, :
_2nd August 1816,

T have done as nuch as I cen to find out whether or not it is Mre
Nieser who has becn advising the terregentes in this matier of the missidn
sent o' Kumasi with the object of o cncompassing my do(th. To oy
annoyanct, however, I have discovercd nothing yets Sceretly I an
cortwinced that Mr. Nieser has guided the affaoir from the starts Foncrron
or the day after I will bring over onc of the young men Jclonbln to the

nission and will qucstlon him as closcly as possiblee

v

rle 3
Nothing hap cneds

Lthe
With the greatest difficulty.in the world I nanaged.to persuade one
of the young men to visit ne #o that I could find out what he knew
of Mr, Nieser and the circumstmnces surrounding the embassy fron the
Elninoss I was fortunate enough to discover that Mr, Nieser is indeed
at the botton of cverything :
The embassy did not expect to find me heres Its nembers believed
that I would alrendy have left for Axin by the time they ocrriveds They
realize now thot they were ddl-advised to disclose the objects of thoir
nission while they were still ot the Campe Their intentions cone to the
car of the King.and then. they hal no choice but to stch to what they had

 cm—

8ve Idte, banse
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already seld, even though the same things had now to be imparted to the King
in ny presencee . They could not at thet stoge change their story. If they
had ony ides that T was still ot Koemassie, they would never have talked about
the purpos¢ of thelr nission while at the Campe

Today the King has sent morc ren to Dompo Asic to inquire after the
pissing eloth and letters and the 2 snkers of drinke

5the
Nothing happenede

6the

This afternoon the Kirg summoned me and the Elminas to the palace
and asked us if we knew anything about the Cobbina Esservie palaver =—
in particular, how much gold the Ashantis had taken from hine I
answered that T know nothing of the gold, but that on the General's orders
I had handed over the least 10 slaves to Djesie, Awarrie and Adoes Sone
of the rest of the story wos knovm to me, but the Elminzs would be better
acgueinted with the facts, sinee they had spent th#ee days palavering
on the matier with these self-sone Ashontise

[the
One of the Ashentis who, in ellicnce with the Elmdnes, tried to traduce
? b
the Generzl and bring evil upon ne, was today subjected to o great indignitye
Phe King had him placed dn the stocksle : :

8tle

The King is very incensed agoinst Appie ond Barrickies He has sworn
to punish them, not only for stesling the 2 ankers of @rink and the
panegoed, but also for holding back the letters sent bt the General. These
letters may well have buun torn up or thrown awaye The gencrals know very
well that, no matter how busy the King end his councililors have been
with affairs of state, the letters should not have been delayed or destroyede
The King refused to be placated in this netter, ond has withdravm to his
plantatione He will not listen to ony cntreaties on behelf of thesc two mens

The drink an' the letters have still not arrived,
The King rcturned this cvening

Stha
Todey Barriekie sent a two-gallon jar and a piece of ~lascodeenSl
to the King with the request that they be given to mes I would not, however,
receive theme I can accept nothing until the letters are Eroduoed;
I sent word to the King thet he must not toke it amiss if - refused gifts
in this waye

I understond thot a long letter accompanied the prescntsy and that
cverything had been dispatched before the army had even set out on its
return journey to herees I o not know what important' instructions for ne
and whot information for the King this letter may containe The King hos semt
a message to Barriekie seying that if he sceks his own' dowmfall he will keep
the letter and cbide by the consequencese

10th August 1816.

Today the King sent still iore boys to Apia and Berriekie to fetch o

the Gonersl®s lctterse 411 the army chiefs are nuch in disfavour because

of the way in which, so the soldicrs say, they have been trading at Elninoe
They hove disobeyed the orders of the Elmina general; they have sold stolem
prisoncrs to the Elmina rierchants two op three times overj and the goods cp=
tured by then they have kept for themsclves without sending o portion

of them, as custon demands, to the Kinge

(S

8le Mconing @inknowms (Fourth ~n’ fifth letters are doubtful) e
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A1 the Ashantis have been informing on one another, so the King
knows everything there is to be knowne

The combined army of Apia and Barriekic has.Dbeen ordered to come here
at onces It has already been ﬂt Dompo Asile more than 36 days, though this
place is only 12 hours awaye Jouw Kokroko's army is the only one that is
free from guilte It is expected here on the Lith instent, and the forces
of Apia and Barriekie on the 26fh. Amanqua'’s will also be here soon.®2

1lthe _ i

SN Mhae evening thc akra and other messengers rcqurneﬂ from Elmina with
letters from the General. I do not yet know the contenus of the letterse
I have sought an sudience with the Kinz several times, but he is toc busy
with other matters, and has told me to wait until they have been dealt withe
He and his generals are discussing the Wassaw palaver and have time for
nothing else., He will appoint a day soon when che contents of the letters
cen be made known

The originals of these lctters, dated 24th and 29th May 1816, I still
have not seens I gather they are the ones retalned by Generals Apla and
Barriekie uorether *1th the drink, otc., and' about which the King is so
angrys Their contents are now presumably somewhat out of date, because
the armies have teken so long on their return journeye Nevertheless, when
they comey, I will read them to the King and note his answerse

I am puzzled that the General does not apiear to have received my
letters dated 16th and ultimo July, and the copy of my Journal to 3rd Julye
I sent these with some merchants who were taking tusks to Elmina and asked
me for a note of cormendation to my people theres I can guess what has
happened, howcver, The Elninas have prevailed upon Apia to prevent the
transmission of all letters to here from Elnina and from Elmina to here.
They have done this by claiming that the General is a bad man and is
threatening the Kinge 5
12the

Obtained no audiencee

I learn that the Elmina terregrandes and Mr. Nieser have again sent
a plea to the Xing urging him e supply men for an attack on English
Commeny. The K:Lnb hﬂs not replieds .The messa ge from the Elminas was brought

by the same Ashantis who carried the General's letterss -

13th.

Again I could obtain no audience, though I tried several timese I
want to inform the King how angry the General, my master, will be to learm
that the contents of his letters are still unknown to His Majestye

A31 the generals arc very busy with palaverse. Apia and Barrickie
are seid to fear for their heads because of the numerous irregulerities
they have committed. ;

the .
No audiencc;
General Jouw Kokroko arrived today with his army and was received
with great ceremony. He has lost 15 men dead.

Today we received more presents of gold that we have for some time
paste This is good, for the treasury is nearly emptye. Since ny suppl
of sheep ran out I have been forced to zive my men 1 éihdecipherable
a8 maintenance money, and have been able to persuade them to accept it
only with much troubles

15the
Again no audience.
The Kimg is still palavering with his officerse

N

82+ A small, highly obscure passaje omfitted herce It concerns the payment
of maintensnoe LIONeYye

T



18the

From the 16th until today I have tried by all possible neans to gain
access to the King, but in vaine The King sends to tell me that he has
no time to spare, but that I must not take this amisse. The letters
will be attended to in due course and he will give me a very favourable
answer.

19the .
‘ I was visited today by the King of lNMampon, bu name Attokra, and:

by General Jouw Kokroko, To provide for them I bought 2 beerglasses full
of run for 2 Zﬁndeoipherable of golde

20171’1.

At the Klnb's request I «ccepte& to-day a JF=gallon anker and 1 piece
of long panesoed from General Apiaes I also agreed to accept. the 2~gallom
Jar and‘the piece of glascodeen which Barriekie sent me sove time back.

These two generals have fellen into deep disgrace, partly because C
they did mway with the General's letuer, but ﬂlso because they have been
selling stolen prlsonors. 2

The King has ﬁlreﬁdy confiscated more than twelve hundred ounces
of zold as well as goods and slaves from various offlcers,»:nu most of *
the culprits have been fettered and placed in loge

No audiences His Majesty is still palaveriﬁg.

21 ste 5 - ;

General Poekoe came todey to tell me in the King's name that I must O
have patience until afte® His Majesty has ‘celebrated his New Yeare Thcn

the letters will be openeds The New Year will be held during the next

four days, the 22nd, 23rd, 24th ond 25th instante 2
I asked if it was not possible even for me to speak to the King,
but received the answer, "Not possiblee®
22nd.
Today various greater and lesser kimgs8k began arriving here to
take part in the New Years There are four horses in the town, one of
which is of normal size. Three of them belong to the Kinge
The camel which I mentioned some tine back died on the way herea -«
The length of the fourney ond its arduous noture were too much fer \
the beaste Bad food and inexpert care also contributed to ifs deathe
23rd, 2hth and 25the ‘ ' o
These were not audience doys, ond it wos 1mvosulble even to reach
the open space in front of the palace, Nore thon a hundred amd fifty ®

thousand. people are present in . the town, many from the surrounding districtse

Because of the New Year festiwities I have had the opporbtunity of
seeing the King®s wivess They number three thousand, three hundred anfl
thirty-three. All are very well turned oub, wearing costly cloths and
gold ornaments.

On the 25th the King held nilitery parades and tested the
cepabilities of his officerss ©
I hove spent a great denl of drink and cloth because of these
celebrations, and have had to pive to my hoys for New Year presents notes °]
of hand payable at Elmina for two fathoms and for one fathom of cloth
in cach casee

30the

(1

From the 26th until todey I have asked repeatedly for an audience

83. Lite, in dubbele blokken en boeijens seslajen, = "in log"
8le 'Chiefs and paramount chiefs,! but this secms anachronistice
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and et last one is leOL £0r %omorrow‘ The contbnts lof the letters will
then be reade
Ultimo Aufg§£. _ :

This morning the King sent for me, First, he referred to the request
that the River Bosumpra should be explored, Stutlnb thet this was impossible
for negroes since they had no boatss It could be better done by white
MENy

On the subject of a mecting “"ith the General, e nagesty Spad: that < =
he had already explained that he could not lecave hls cepital ‘in’ order to
stey in other places without ruining thems He looked forword, however, . 4
to a visit from thé Generzl as sooh'as the hlbh‘ y85 had been completede oy

Concernln the mylntenanco of peace on the Coast, the King said, there
"is no more to be discussedes His crmies have 2lmnost. returnec home, and
no farth @ orders can or. ncci be piten theme :

These are his answers to the duolwc.te leuucr of 2Lhth lay 1816

‘His ansver to the letter dated 29th May is: He would. like to heve
_then (cows, horses, ecc.) ‘34_ TR i e

Rech6inb the letter of 24th Juiy the Kinb said, "hat does the Gener?l
want me.to do now?. He wishes to save men's lives, ond yet the Wessaws
will not visit hin to seitle . bhel pallavieris The General takes the DOSltlon
that all negotiations ﬁ“ve now been broken ‘offy Nevertheloss, I will hav
(the ‘highwey mede, and aos gulckly i ‘Smszl_blc." :

The 'King then ¢ skod ne, on m# return’ to Elmlnu, to thank the General
for sending hin the mirrore He is very anxious to sce the wWriting desk
to which the mirror bélongs,86 for he cannot understend what this can ke

‘ike, "T.said it loulL be sent to hlm. '

.

Hb said that he nould let ne toke my depg;ture within o few da&s.

31 Prino Scptember 1816,

Today General Barriekie was tried in public from 8 o'clock in the
morning until 5 at night and hes been execrated on 2ll sidese It is feared
that, even if he does not lose his head, he will be deprived of all. his
possessions and retoved from his caboceer's stoole Therd were six men
opposed to him "t the ho{rlnb.

Otherwise no newse .

2nd_Septenber .
Todey General Barrickie was dethroned from his st001.87 All his
possessions have been token away from ‘his, and he, who once had 30, now
has only one wife lefte The King has also confiscated all Barriekie's
slaves. Loter another person will be clected to sit on the stools
Barriekie's ankles have been shackled for three dayse He has been put
~in log and is still there.

Lth

From the 3rd until today I have done ny hest to make the King order
the cutting of the hichway to begin, bt his answer always is, "Good,
good. Have patiences Everything will come out all right."

Sthe e o
{ on audieénce -and, ‘on being admitted “the Idng "CSCICT
I sought on auwdiénee -and, 1 g admitted to the King's pr mce,

Peguested: that he would be so good g8 to drive tho hi hway through to the

85e Idte, de proote wepe (From now on, translated as Thichway!)
86e Iite, dc spiesel Secrotn aire.
87« Iite., ontroond ven de stocle ' 'Destooled! sounds anachronistics
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Coast as qulckly as p0531b1e, becatse the Goworsal very nugh wanted
Yo pay his visit during thie present month.

At this the King became a little short. with me. ¢ The’reasons,
he said, why the work had not been started before now were to be
found at Elmina, Evzry report. he was reeeiving from there gave the
General a bad character He went' on, "The cause of my present
attitude to you is thqt merchants returning from Elmina bring -
nothing but .bad news and ill rcports of your master, They all say
that the General is only wqitlng for your rpturn before destroying
Elnmina Town mlth LSt @ibnarel g :

Adsinst this attack I defe nded nyself and my master as mueh
as a man could, The King said at last, "If you will take the
whole palaver on yourself and settle it qt Elmina so that nc
palavers whatever are outstanding, I will at once let you 80 and
will begin building the highway, But, as I understand the mattbr‘

your xast T 1s a very irascible mam, and will eertainly burn the
tovm., "

I said that obviously I dared not take the whole palaver on
nyself, but that, if he thought fit, he should send one of his
own men to qccompany me to Elmina to settle 1t, The affair was
not between the General and the Elminas alone, I said, beeause the
King of Holand was a party to it and must bs consulte& '

The mlng seemed satisfied with this replyy and saidy "Now I
am convinced that my people are afgeaising your master soméwhat too
vehemently., But let the General aome herey Then it will be
seen what manner of man he really 1s. T for my part will not
say bad talngs about himg"

And, finally, the King said, <1 an fFQrPul lest the General
will revenpe himself because of wll the accusations that have
been lévelled against himg I know all®the:Elminas say I not true.

buit e werried ﬂbout the possibility that the General will take
revenge against them.“

Aoy

Tlseidt et Ghic Gunerql would be able to deal satisfactorily
with the Elmln“s.

8th.,

For three days now I have been trying hard to persuade phe
King to order the construction of the highwaye AR hel seys el
T f7al JLIL bc donA i

Three wceks ago he -sent men to Tando to feteb the General's
letters, but they are not back yets

12the

Nothing happened.

I have not spoken to the King since the 9th instant, No
news on ,the 10th, 11th or today, .
1 5na Aug&st B

; have no& spoken, to the Einz  for sthielpast sthree dqys.ﬁf

Yesterday evening T was " told tha t the King. would let: ne. go
within.a. few days, and woqu also begin building the hlghw Y
He is now most distrustful of me bce“use of the evil news bblng
received from Elmina. -

Tiis ; : : o ' T et b2

16th Auguste T . TRisg .
This morning the King sent for me and, with every sign of
goodwill, said that, since the small rains were “bnut to begin,

he would =~llow me to lesve Very gnon and would nlso start
constructing the highway,
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When the rains were over, the General would be able to visit him.

HiemisM st LI puzzled about the delay in the receipt of the
letters sent by the General via Tando. It is said that Tando is
to bring them himself, and that the General told him to do this,

The small rains have started.

I impressed once again on the King the sincerity of the
General's feelings towards him, but all he said was, "Good, Good,"

A7 Eh.

Today two slaves arrived, bearing the original letter signed
by the General at Elmina.on 24th May 1816. They belonged to
General Barriekie, now dethroned. I read the contents of, the
letter to the King, who said, "You have told me all this before,"

I said, "That is so, but Your lajesty will now understand
the General's purpose all the better."

He laughed and said. that he had understood perfectly well the
first time and: had already given his answer. White men, he
said, were indeed wiser than negroes.

18the

No audience with the King today, 88

Yesterday I saw a number of Malabar negroes, They were
dressed like Turks. They live in various of the King's towns,
and had walked 10 hours to get here. One of them told me that
he knows Tomboektoe, Houssa and Kagna well, but that no Ashanti
is familiar with these places because the King's highways do not
run there. Cong is 60 to 80 hours distant from here, and
beloengs to the King. The King's domains stretch for about 400
hours., His villages are at least ten thousand in number, mostly
acquired by war,. This total of wvillages does nat include those
belonging to the King on the Accra and Appolonia sides.

19

All quiet today. Most of the Kings and caboceers have
returned to their villages. I now await the King's order for
the cutting of the highWway.

20th.

Yesterday a man was abruptly beheaded in the street, The
reason was that he had put dishonour on the King by neglecting to
run away as fast as he could when the King's wives came upon the
scene. For this he lost his head in & flash.

When these women are abroad in the streets, they are
accompanied by small boys with staffs, It is their staffs thas

indicate that these women are royal wives, Even the King's
brothers are obliged to get out of their way, or run the risk of
losing their heads as the common people do. No caboceer, however

important he may be, dares to remain on the street if he sees
any of these women apprcoehing,

il
The King has sent word that he wishes me to attend him

tomorrow, He wants to talk about the highway.
No other news,

88, ©See fn. 56 above. The spelling is quite clear this time.
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22nd.

Early today to the palace, but the King was unable to talk to
me, All the nobility are discussing with him the matter of my
departure. T was told to go home and await a further summons.
Main s OE - kilels :

About 11 o'clock General Poekoe sent for me., Arriving at the
palace I found all the royal linguists assembled, They gave me 2
ounces of gold as a present, and told me that it was the King's
will that I should not leave yet, not in any event until the hlghway
had been strarted. The King had sent me these two ounces, and
now asked me to be patient and await the return of the messengers
he had sent to Wassaw,. He was hoping these messengers would find
out what answer the General had made to the Wassaws. L feSGey:
returned with good news, he would:let me go immediately. If the
news was bad, he would send an army to cut the highway through and
bring the Wassaws to a sense of obedience. They were failing to
carry ‘oub thesorders of their master and hiss ‘In this way, the
King said, he was ensuring that the General's wishes would be
brought to fruition by the guickest possible means. lMoreover,
the General's letters had not yet arrived. All this made me more
I than ever incensed against the Caboceer Tando, who is delaying
these letters for such a long time.

The King is well disposed towards me again, and is convinced
that the Dutch are his true friends. He is very anxious that I
should leave so that I can bring the General back with me on my
next visit.

23rd.

Today I hoped to send one of my boys to Elmina, but the King
forbade it. He distrusted the Wassaws, he said, for they had
prevaricated in their dealings with the General's messengers.

I =m not to send any letters to Elmina from now on. ]
messenger should be panyared by the Wassaws, the King would have
to punish them, The General would not want me back until I had
completed my mission, even if this meant delaying my departure
longer than expected.

No news is good news.

24th.

No news. Incessant rain. Heavy thunder all day.

28th,
During the last four days it has rained from morning until
night. The 'small raing are here and in the bush they &re worse

than the main rainy season.

2955

Heavy rain again today. I fear the rivers will become
swollen and my return journey will: soon be impossible.

At midday General Jouw Kokroko visited me and saw me sitting
miserably at tagle, dining most humbly off & plate of choking o
malaget pat€.59 He was very sad to sse me thus, and asked if I
sat like this every day. Hearing that I did, he went home and
sent me a sheep and 12 yams, so that'L could have a3 better dinner @
tomorrow. I was much touched by his friendship, which far
surpasses that of other persons here.

BYe L IaLIT met sen ‘bord malaget van stlkkende pate.
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30th, ek

No news. Have not scen the King for several days now.

Primo October 1816.

Heavy rain, . Did not leave the house,

2nd. : :
Today 15 Ghe Small Addailj, or Gobd Wednesday. I paid my
respects to the King but, of course, could discuss no business
with him,

ondedth, 5th and6th.

No news., Heavy rain. Presents received from Boating,
King of Djuabin, See s,

I went to see the King to ask if the messengers were yet ‘
back from Wassaw, He replied, "No. Be patient. They will come."

No news. Heavy rain and thunder.

I learn that for 20 days past the King has not been seen in
PR e e s ol difit o b e bus 7 sttt s fe titshit engelcediiin S the

task of preparing for war, Whether thislis true jor not L do
not know.

1diths

Heavy rain all yesterday and today. No news.

T26he

I understand all trade routes have been closed, and that no
merchants are allowed to go to Elmina until after my departure
thence. WhethesRbhis ‘is the trubth or not [ do not khow.

Fine weather,
155k

Nothing happened,

14th. October 1816.

I hear a great fete will be held here next Monday, but the
peugsiendior 1t Lhdornot yet know,.

ka0

Most of the merchants have now left. They have gone to
Accra, Annamaboe and Cape Coast, well laden with 50 large tusks.
They say the prices set by the General at Elmina are too high and
dlse that, now the General is im alliance with Nr,. Ni¢=er, no
Ashanti will trade at Elmina any more. VMr. Nieser has deceived
the General into selling guns at 8 (indecipherable) and is being
allowed to adulterate gunpowder at discretion. He is destroying
the trade of Elmina just as he once did that of Accra. It was
because of actions like these that lir. Nieser was expelled from
Accra some time back.
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The merchants say, further, that if the General and lr. Nieser are
one, the General cannot be a friend of the Ashantis, for all
nations know Mr, Nieser for the greatest scoundrel in the world,

The merchants also say that lir, Nieser adulterates barrels of
powder openly and without shame. During their last visit to Elmina
they saw him doing this. At Accra Nr, Nieser used to adulterate
ankers of drink, and now he is no doubt doing the same thing at
Elmina.,

Guns are obtalnable at the Cape and other places for 4 or 5
(1ndvo1pherable) It is entirely Mr. Nieser's fault that they
are not obtainable at Elmina except at the high price of 8
(1nde01pherable)

I have learnt all this from General Quatje Coffie, who is well
versed in commercial matbters. He is strongly opposed to the

construction of a highway to Elmina, qnd all because of lir. Nieser's

activities there.

leth.

The great f8te I mentioned on the 14th 1nstqnt is to take
pleee ©n wlas 20w, Various Fanti envoys arc coming here to seek
the King's pardon, submit themselves to him and serve him from
now on., They have money with them with which to buy from him &
peace settlement, The latter must be arranged before any other
business can be transacted.

Heavy rain this evening.

7 th.

Tc. Ghe palqoe today, loible felalicl o SEE ke Kl He 'is busy
with his fetish. »

Ao

No news yesterday and .today. I seughbitan faudicnec s Nt
could not obtain it. The King places all blame '‘on Caboceer Tandc,
and claims that 1t is he that is holding up my departure.
His Majesty seems ashamed when he sces me,

20th,

Today is the Great Adaij, or Good Sunday. 411 the chiefs
have come into the town to greet the Kins. On these ocecasions mo
business may ' be done, The Fanti envoys arrive TOMOTTOW.

2lst. Octiober ME(6.

Today I once again urged the King to begin the construction
of the highway, but he said that, since the Fanti envoys were
arriving this afternoon, I must wait until they had completed
their palawver, I was disappointed, but had to agree to what he
proposed.

The Fantis hawve seen the King, but with what result I do not
et Know, :

22nd.,

Today I requested yet again that the highway should be begun,
but the King said T must continue to be patient, and not make
vhinersiSepldir fiaten S fe = lnamy A1l would be arranged soomn,

Heavy rain this evening.

©

@
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25rd,

Today the King suggested that, as he had no opportunity to
begin the construction of the highway, I should be allowed to leave,
Later on, when he had more time, the highway would be started. He
realized that for me to spend so long here without being able to
communicate with the General might well be dangerous for me., He
went on, "The General will be very pleased about everything in the
end, and I prefer to have the matter of the highway settled before
you leave. I have not yet been told what the Wassaws wish to do in
connection with this business, and also the letters from the General
have not yet been sent on by Tando. I am waiting for Tande. I do

not want you to go before all outstanding palavers have been
settled."

24th,

Today I was told the purpose of the Fanti mission. It is as
follows. The Fantis wish to serve and obey the King of Ashanti
and have brought him gold so that their allegiance may be made
binding, The King, howewver, has told them that he cannet accept
them &8 his subgjeectis until he has consulted the representative of
Aduokoe. s duoloe Swhion M h el recognize s asichilefNeii allil sbhie
Fantis. This representative must therefore be summoned and, if he
approves, the King will acknowledge that everything the Fantls say is
the truth. If the Bantis wish to transfer their allegiance, they
must also surrender to him the subsistence90 paid to him by Cape
Cors and Annamaboe. EESSrlhiey N d oN noitt diosphits Al hie S NS ce nd Shisiwhiolie
army to compel the submission of all Fantiland. The Fantis must
also pledge them—-selves never to commit hostilities agalnst Elmina
for, if they do, they risk a terrible fate.

Heavy rain this evening.

25N

Requested the King to allow me to leave, for I fear for the
future, He replied, "Do not be afraid. The General sent you to

me . You must therefore wait, The General will be guite satisfied
with you."

26th.

Today I again requested the King to begin the highwey so that
I might leave, But he said, "Be easy in your mind. Your master
1s now sending another -envoy and so you will be hearing good news
soon. Do not try bo alter the course of events, for your cause is
good., Go home now and await your frienis. They will k= here in a
few days and you will be very happy. A white man and a soldier
are coming with Tando,"

This news made my heart leap with joy., I will soon be seeing
my colleagues here and will be able to return home with them:

27 th.

During the past 5 days more than 200 men .with ivory and gold
have left for Elmina alone. The King has issued strict orders
that no one must write any letters. I plan, however, to bribe one
®f the soldiers to take a letter for me to the General. It may
be, of lcourse, that none of the soldiers will K take fthe risk.

. To my great delight General Poekoe visited me this afternoon,

He told me in the King's name that I will be welcome at the palace
every day if I wish it, and may come to talk ebout this and that
with His Majesty.

90

Lit., Kostgeld. See Dougles Coombs, 'The place of the
"Certificate of Apologie" in Ghanaian history, Trans. Hist.
Sac. Ghana., ITT, 3 (Achimota 1058) 180-1 for a discussion
of the meaning of Kostgeld, or ‘'subsistence’.
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From this I deduce that I am in favour and the Elminas are not.
Heavy rain this evening.

ZSheial

I did not dare to visit His Majesty today. He asked why and
I sent word that I had a headache, and begged him to excuse me. -
He replied that I ought nevertheless to put in an appearance at |,
the open place (in front: of the palace?) 1a order to see the oath
being administsred to the followers of Barriekie. « I went there
but saw nothing.91

The King is said to have reviewed 1420 men.96 Abo Adie has
been placed on Barrickie's stool, and Barriekie himself has been °
made the overseer of a small river.

I had no conversation with His Majesty today. Heavy rain
this evening.
31st October 1816,

Attended His Majesty every day for the past three days.
No news.

Heavy thunder and rain.

Primo November 1816.

Today I put it to His liajesty that he should begin the highway,
but he said, "I must await the arrival of the new envoy and hear his
NEWS s I am told that the General at Elmina has settled the |
Wassaw palaver., It is possible also’ that <the General has heard
about the lies told by the Elminas and is sending someone to find
out what the situation here really is."

Fine weather.

2nd.

I sat awhile with the great King of the Ashantis today. I °
noted, but did not remark on the fact, that His llajesty is full of
contempt for someone. It is probably the Elminas, I have often
been told that he says, "White men speak the truth, Some other
people, however, will be found out in the end and disgraced."

3rd,

With the King this morning. He gave me a bottle of gin, but
the Elminas did not get a drop. -He certainly seems to have something
against them. . They saluted him, but he did not even look in their
direction.,

The rumqQues say that the General's envoy, Pieter Woorwuman, is.
bringing good news with him, and that the King thinks better of
the General than he did. But all will be known when Pieter arrives
here, :

6th November 1816.

No news for the past three days. The rains are slackening Qg
o B andSin el EewileE s s homilid Bis cioie ol

915 The exact meaning is obscure in these passages.
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7th.

Today in my presence the King sent a boy to Tando, with thls
message: That, whether or not Tando came himself, he must at
least let the General's envoy through; that_Tando's actions are
not pleasing to the court at Koemassie; and that he must remember
~that he will have to render an account of these actions later,
which account had better be satisfactory.

I hayve sent a message myself to Pleter, to the effect that he
should not wait on Tando but come straight through with the King's
' messenger., - Pleter is only three days' distant from here, and Tando

s still ‘at Dinkira.
8th.,

Today another party of merchants left for the Coast, some making
for Elmina and the rest for Kap Kors and Annhamaboe, They have
been complaining very strongly about the changes in trading

arrangements at Elmina and put the blame for the alterations on
Vs eser,

Several large tuéks have arrived here for the King., They are
probably to be sent to the General,

9th,

The King tells me that Pieter, and Tando also, w1ll 195 IDEHEE
within a few days. Otherwise no news.,.

10th.

No news,

11th.

His Majesty, coming to see me at my house, told me that he is
much distressed to find that the Elminas are such liars and are in
a position to do so great a man as the General such harm.

12th,

No news. The weather is excellent now and the rains have
stopped.

dihe
Today being Good Wednesday, or Small Aday, all the chiefs

went to greet the King, AL (G llkeW1se, but was not able to
speak with him on business, .

14th November 1816.

This afternoon Pieter Woortman arrived here at the capital
and saluted me and my men, The King is busy making custom over
one of his nephews, and told Pieter to lodge with his travelling
companion, the caboceer Tando. He has not yet asked him any
questions. I have not so far received any letters nor even seen
Pieter,92 I imagine both Pieter's and Tando's statements will

®be heard tomorrow.

His Majesty came to my house and stayed talking for a full
® hour. He told me that the Elminas were saying very bad things
about the General, the King of  Holland and me, and asked if I

could not .settle their palaver with me before him,

92. Perhaps the word 'alone' should be added here to make sense,
though it is not in the  text,
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" I answered that this was for His Majesty himself to decide, but
that I certainly could not do anything for the Elminas. They well
deserved the punishments they would receive at the General's hands.

The King replied that 'I ought to persuade the General to
forgive them. The General would be able to cor rol their future
behaviour, He himself was convinced that they had wrongfully
sllandered the General, I said merely that it might well be that
the Elminas ought to be punished a little more yet for their great
indiscretions, At this His Majesty laughed aloud,

When he left he gavé me a sheep and my men 6 E of gold to
buy tobacco with. :

158h,

3 Today Serjeant Woortman, Tando and I were with the King. I

" translated the contents of the letters for him very carefully, and

handed over the fine suit of clothing sent by the General, His

Majesty was delighted with his present, and said to me, with every

. sign of satisfaction, "I am much obliged to the General our master
for these things." The letter addressed to His Majesty also gave

" him much pleasure.

He said, "These are no doubt the clothes of the King our
master, or has the General had them made for me?"

I said the General had had them made especially for His
Majesty before his departure from Europe.

The King then asked where was the hat that went with the suit.
I said I had brought him this already. He denied, however, that
this was so, and said that.later he must be supplied with the hat
that belonged to the suit. And so I had to promise that the
General would send him enother hat.

His Majesty then said, "I am very pleased the General is
coming here. I will be able to discuss everything with him
personally. I wish him to know that I think highly of the Dutch
and welcome everything that they do to improve my country."

I said that the General had given me 15 or 16 days to get
back to Elmina. The King said that he coulid neot let me so
until after the Great Aday or Good Sunday which is due to be held
on 1st December next.

The General is satisfied with the arrangements about the
12 homses: and 50 cows,  bulls, ete.s but whatiwill besshelprsices
the King wished to know, of the slaves? It had been understood
that the General wanted 100 slaves. I replied that at Elmina
: nowadays a slave fetched 1 (illegible) 8 ¥ at the most, and for
this reason there was no slave trade there any more, The King
laughed and said nothing.

I then asked His Majesty whether Serjeant Woortman might®
leave tomorrow, But he replied, "Well, now, I will give you my
answer in the morning."

He went on, "Now everything is in order, T believe now that @
you have indeed told me what the General my master wished you to
tielllaNmes The Elminas nearly spoiled things for you. I expect you
to discuss everything with the General on your return and there will
be a strong bond between us for ever."

I . said to His Majesty, "The General mg master will put me,
on my return, under the command of Adam," 23

Py

20 Obscufy.
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The King said that this was satisfactory to him, but that I
must nevertheless give him my assurance that I would return, e
the King, regarded me as his confidant now If the General came
without me, it would be taken amiss. i

To this I replied that I was but an official and had no say
in such matters. If the General ordered me to, I would of course
come, but more I could not promise, The King said that, in that
case, I must write to the General to make him promise to brlng me,‘
which I said: I would do,. -

16th,

When I visited the King today I asked him to allow Woortman
to leave early tomorrow morning and to take with him His Majesty's
answers concerning the Wassaw and English Commany palavers and the
matter of the highway. -+ But he said that I must be patient.

The King gave Woortman for his subsistence 2 F and 14 yams.

17%th,
I was sick today and did not see the King, Wortman went to.
the palace but did not, however, speak with the King. His Majesty

is making custom over one of his nephews and will be conducting
little or no business during the next % or 4 days. -

18th.

To the King thls morning and asked that Woortman might now
be allowed to fit ‘His Majesty's trousers, viz, 1 pair of
pantaloons and 2 pairs of under-drawers. The King kept us Wnlting
for at least three: hours before seeing us. The coat does not
fit him, but he tried on the shirt and waistcoat for a moment or

two, He complained greatly about how hot they were, and quickly,
took them off,

He said, "When the troussrs are finished and handed over to
me by Noortman, I will say goodbye fo him and he may leave about

the next Great ax or Good Sunday," After this Woortman and I-
went home. Tk

19EhE

e &

About 12 o clock at night the King sent for me and gave me
the following information: 3

st That since Tando, contrary to His Majesty's orders and
agalngt His Majesty's wishes, made peace with the Wassaws without
stipulating any conditions, His liajesty has decided to reject this
peace treaty; he will, however, abicde by the settlement that his
good "friend, General Daendels, makes in his behalf everything will
be finalized when the sum of money agreed on is pluCud in his hands
and when he receives a confirmatory letter from the Generﬂl

2nd. That it is the custom among the negroes that, when a
woman commits adultery and injures her husband thereby, separateg
from him for a time and then wishes for a reconciliation, she first
sends a sheep, chickens, etc, on before hur, and thex later comes

®herself to settle the real matter at issue; Tando A his negotia-
tions with the Wassaws has not stipulated any of thes. things and

.has thus not been able to collect any damages from the Wassaws;

94. An obscure passage. The translation is by no means a
literal one, but the sense is right, I think.
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3rd, That (illegible) the Akra took to Elmina the letters
containing the request that the General should settle the
Wassaw palaver, but Tando prevented the Wassaws from going there;
Tando claimed that he himself could set everything in order; the
result was that the Wassaws faileéd o ”ppeﬂr be fioremibine Genﬂr it
and did not go to Great Commanilj either Tando, with a view to
filling his own purse, took the whole natter upon himselt = and
said that it was the King's wish that he, Tando, should arrange
everything; he claimed. the Wassaws did not wantito go to Elmina
he also told them th:t it was he alone who could - -settle the :
paliavers . sonly if they fiound he could neb do so were they'to pliace
shicirdeaserbeliore  the (Genenalls S thelresuiltiof el Sahk sE s et
nothing has been achieved,

His Majesty has therefore the following proposals to make
To the Wassaws:

(The next p“rb‘ln the diary is blank, except for the
words, "See under 6th December 1816" )"

20tha. :

e went to fit the King's trousers for him today, which
pleased him wvery well, He asked mg to wrlite to the General
reguesting that a pair of stoekings 5 Be sent to him via Woortmam
and also som: cloth trousers and drawers for his daily use,
with a moy=al hat.

28,
No news.

22nd,

The King has given me very firmly to understand that I

cannot leave here until 2ll outstanding palavers with the GeneralX
have been settled, If I go away now, he says, this will lend
credence to the Teports spread abroad by the 41, ines that the
General has evil intentions with regard to Ashenti.  The King
agrees, however, that T showld dilsmiss my boys and bearers in

order Go reduce' my eXpenses.: He will supply me with The necessary
men when: the time comes for me To depart, I eurbed my distress atb
the receipt of these orders, and was silent., Tt scems the' King

is listening to thc Elminas ag=ain, :

23rd, : -
I asked the King if Woortman might leave, bubt he said,
"Wadtt until I give you instructions in' the mabtens Now at last®

asl airesulits oiffronElpersisivenee) iNneveNdee idcdit oMt st
highway. The work will start next Good Sunday or Great Ada

and Bieter can report teo the General our mast:r on the progress
of this werk," His Majesty added that how the workmen were
divided was ne business of mine, He would attend te everything,
and. the General's wishes would be followed. iy

24th,

The King again took up, the suggestion that I ‘should be
charged with settling the Wassaw palaver, = The constiant sending
of messengers back and forth, he says, prolongs things unduly and
more important matters are delﬁyod.

{ 5
Aok A

95 it baarzen . which S hgs netne 1n1np in" Dutch except as the

plurﬂl of qurs, 'a spiny-finned river fish'. Baarzen
hero is prqubly al COrrunb plural of ‘bas, Fre nch for
stocking'. - ;

96, Lit., een lakenss broek.
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ke prdp@ses that I discuss. the whole thing with my‘patron,97‘
General- Poekoe, and then: report back to him., In this way all the
various points can be dealt with. v : :

This afternoon various merchants arrived here from Elminas
”hey say St the Cemeraliis mot treatine the Ashantis welliiabiali.
Taen they bring their wares to him, he forces them to accept in
=xchang“ goods! they do neot want, and i1f they objeect he Takes &
stuiclk to them, The King 1S very-annoybd ot this treatment of hlS
merchants., I am keeping silent in the matter. If I venture
any remarks they are likely to be rejected, and this will tend %o
make the merchants'® reports seem more truthful whan in' fact they
ATCq

25th,

I suggested to the King today that he shou1o melkceNslomes ey
to the General's letters and also that he should fix the time
wnen the highway will be opened. His lNajesty said the highway
would be begun eight da yk Trom nows,

28th,

Eremethe 26t6h unGil tedey the: dineg and his councilioers
diseussed the fialse reports circul:-ced by the Elminas The
Flmames pressed cornbintously for .the agetpo..nee as t$ue of the
reports recently recedved from the TOWn. TN SiveodiE amL S amd i
pointed out that I could not allow my ﬁistsr to be covered with
L esh ant Chisiway . .anéd that I uld o8 To the suggestions
being put ferward, Tecarde th T cculd not allew my' masSGer o be
bl Ackg"urded and that, together Wiuh Pilcemuiiiwontldl malee’ 2 Sul

L

b 5 €
repoE at) Blming rof cve“ythl.u thalt halstoccuread

.80 irvolved s S b lsiine s s e Shie antis become That,
whensshcy heardimy remarks, they immediatel hreatened  that, if
I did indeed tell the General everything, they would:consider

Pilevemiancd mo ‘as their enemies, ez ¥ smndeieepisiau- s e
General heard my report in full he would inp»*t"ﬂly burn down the
voymtef Blmina ‘and destroy: the houses with his eannen: , and in g8
doing would himself become an enemy of the Ashantis. They said
GlsigRtmtEc sis i Ninisenicd o\ the King's ‘entreaties he wculd do
nothing for me. The' Biminas, though the white men ars thein

neserstlave alWways been brobhors to the Ashantis. Ef the
General heard the whole story he could not fall fo ruin Elmina,
FinvaEShEealse s tlie Ashantilg: had ‘nobt wanted him o learn everythina
that they had had me drink the oath, by whi~h I purified him of
unelEfeste iimd ias - had 'pul Upon hiil, Faciinine sh s the
Aghigmee S Ssi diy Yhed Tonlly teld lies Ghrougil fear,

I stoocd firm, and stated
everything., I said that the
The  bilminsa s, 1 dnsistedy must
falgeigte tements 10" a Kini ae
Thesefaolse reports of theirs
if I had not been here and ho

£ regards the King and what

have caused
the i

his generals on so weighty v saion (as i
ny master had sent me), and if 7 snether general (o
his slaves ﬂlcﬂg afterwazds , ar ; L& had w

o the King's wishes and he.d
ety o vops of all this, the Bi
actlions secret sc that the Ki
-— what then? Nould not l'is Magj
by:cutting off his head?

had

rd about them
Sty punish the

S RbiiGey s spatiroon, dof ggjuéggmfon
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When they heard this question, everyone present was
dumbfounded. The chiefs began to mutter among themselves, 'The
white man is right, The white man is right, This is serious.
What shall we do?" .

The King then took me by the hand, =nd said, "Bronie, you
are behaving today in a very hard and obstinate way. Could you
net do me & favour, and cut oull of your book all mentioneof this
business?" :

I said. "No, I cannot and may not do this. I cannot be ,
unfaithful to my master, but must make everything known to him,

"Then you wish to bring ill fortune o Elmins?!

"No," I said, "My mother, my wife and my children, indeed,
my whole family all live at Elmina. I could hardly wish to harm

"What must I do then, Bronie?"

I told the King that he could not do better than let me write
everything down and send it to the General, Iofim Nantistgolziig atsis
could have one of his own men accompany me, and this man, speaking
on the King's behalf, could entreat the General to let the Elminas [
off with but a small punishment. It was certainly true that -
there was nothing the General would not do for His liajesty. This
would be the best method, I said, of persuading the General to be
Lzl e,

The King, however, said that he feared the General would not - 4
pardon the Elmines and, if he did not, this would bring shame upon :
Ashanti. His Majesty would not listen to what I said, and insisted
that I must remove from my book everything I had written. S

I said (and it was true) that I had prepared three letters to
the Councillors at Elmina requesting, on the King's behalf, that
they should influence the General to mitigate the punishment given
to the Elminas;  that the forgiveness meted out by the General
would thus be at the King's instigation; that the Elminas would
never be able to tell these lies agein, since punishment would be
hanging over them; and that, in comsequence, the King would be in
no dangzr of suffering dishonour at the General's hands.

But the King became angry, and said, "Who among us can read? ¢
You talk like this to cheat me, and make me lose my town, yes,
evien a btown as great =28 Hlmina, This is no geoeod at all, We must
decide differently from this. Come here tomorrow and bring the “

three letters, and we will sce what can be done to ensure Elmina's
well-being and to pacify the Generzl at the same time,"

I said that, since the General had told Wertman to stay no
longer than 2 days, he would have to leave for Elmina this same
evening, and that I intended to send my entire journal with him, so
that the General might be acquainted with what had been happening
Hieer {

The King replied that Woortman would have to stay until
tomorrow, and that it was he, the King, who decided what we envoys
did in such cases as this. Then he stoed uptand e RERTs
PEEpicstedl We went home.

295,

This morning early the King summoned me and the Elminas.
He asked me if T still intended to make a full report to the
General, or if I would rather do him a service and write to the
General what he himself would dictate,
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Once again I said it was impossible for me to deceive my
master, If T did so, I would break my oath to the King of
Holland, and bring disaster on myself,

"Well, now," said the King, "Your master at present knows
nothing of this business, Everything that has happened, has
happened here in my capital ,,.98 By making you drink the oath
I have purified the General of all the ill that has been spoken of
him. You must now listen to me, and do what I say. It is not
always necessary that great men know everything that occurs. If
you do not do as I ask, you are inviting the General to ruin my
town of Elmina and are falling out with me and making yourself my
enemy. But go your ways, and let everything be upon your own head."

At these words of the King's I became very anxious in my
mind, and decided that I would have teo agree to what His Majesty
Was proposing. It was true, after all, that he was trying to
prevent harm to the town of Elmina.

(I took into account, too, the fact that the Elminas and the
% linguists had already agreed to Withdraw_all the lies they had
told and throw themselves on the King's mercy. I felt I had to
yield a little,99 and listen to His Maaesty S suggestions )

The Klng then proposed the following, which I agreed to under
duress, since I did not wish to cause a breach between HlS
Majesty and the General:

The Elminas said to the King that they feared Your
Excellency 100 because, from the time of your arrival in the country
until now, you did not sign any contract with them nor did you.
transact any business with them; with regard to Your Excellency's
character and whether you were a friend or an enemy the Elminas had
no opinion; but because Your Excellency persistently prevented
them from marching against Commanij, they had felt it necessary
(not knowing what Your Excellency had in mind in thus restrlctlng
their actions), to send to the King of the Ashantis for men,
because they did not trust Commanij. By ‘making me -swear the Great
Oath, the King purified Your Excellency of all the wrong done to you
and.* w1th this aspect of the matter the King and all his councillors
are entirely satisfied. The King has now brought about a
reconciliation between the Elminas and me, and has told the Elminas
very firmly that they must always serve your Excellency
faithfully, saying to them, "The General is my master and your
master both. If the General does not treat you well, he is not
my friend, If you do not obey and serve the General, you are my
enemies, I will always choose the side which is in the right."
The Elminas then asked the King to reconcile the General to them
and seek his pardon for them because they came here without his
permission, They said they had failed to request a permit from
the General solely because of their fear of Your Excellency.

To the King®s suggestion that the above should constitute
the written record of events here I have agreed. I quite see
that there must be no unnecessary palaver between myself and the
Elminas.101 It is best that we follow the King's wishes or else

- the chief object of my mission will be thrown away.

. Everything was now done, and the King sent for a large bottle
of rum and a fat sheep for our sustenance, saying that these were
to show that we were friends and would remain so,

98, Short indecipherable passage here,
99. Lit., de bot.vieren. % 'To pay out a rope' is een touw
bot vieren.)
100, At this point the text takes on the form of a letter or
explanation addressed directly to General Daendels.
101, There is considerable amplification and paraphrasing here.
The text is highly elliptical.
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He then made all my men and those of the Elminas swear on their
lives that everything that had happened here would remain here, and
that no-one would repeat any of it at Elmina, lest rumours came to
the General's earssand caused trouble, Each man had to speak the
following words: ‘ '

"If, when I am in Elmina, I ever say one word about this
palaver between the white man and the Elminas to anyone, whoever
he may be, I break the Oath of the King of the Ashantis and forfeit
elther my head or the sum of 120 preguns." (A pregun is 2
(indecipherable),

Woortman had to swear too, and then everythimg was finished,
I nust state, however, that the true story as originally told by
the Elminas is accurately recorded in my journal under date 20th
July, and that I have not dared to remove this entrgb The three
letters written to their Honours, Messrs, van Voit, 192 MNalet and
Oldenburg, were torn up in the presence of the King and all his
chiefs, This was done on His Majesty's orders.

The King gave me his hand, and said, "The highway will be
begun on Monday. The General our master will then be able to come
here and enjoy my hospitality."

The joy of the Ashantis was unbounded.
(I have removed the original report from my journal., )

30th November 1816,

Went to the King, and requested that Woortman might now be
allowed to depart, His Majesty said he might leave next Tuesday.

Primo December 18716.
(Marginal note: "Today is Great Aday, or Good Sunday.!)

The King asked me this morning if I were not wery happy that
the highway is to be begun tomorrow, I said I would be a lot
happier if I myself were taking the news about it to the General.
The King said, laughing, "You cannot go until all palavers are.
finished. You are jealous of Pieter because you cannot go with
kil

2nd December.

This morning in my presence the King issued his instructions
to the various chiefs who are to supervise the construction of the
highway. They asked for 6 pregums or 3 to 8, 105 I have :
advised the General of this request in my letter of today's date.

Immediately the money was paid over, the highway was begun,
It is more than forty feet wide. The King, alil his chiefs ‘and il
went to look at the work this afternoon. His Majesty was well
pleased. -

2rd December,

Woortman was ready to leave today, but the King stopped him,
The reason is that the Wassaw envoys are due tomorrow, and. the (-2
King wants Woortman to hear -what they have to say before he goes.

102, Spelling doubtful,
103, Rici Meaning obscure,
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4th ditto,.

Today the Wassawa arrived.) There are 4 of them, They have
greeted the King and have been sumptuously received.

I went to look at the highway,'and'found the labourers
working cheerfully awaye They tried to persuade me to send for
presents for them, '

5th,

Today the Wassaws disclosed the purpose of their mission, It
appears to be of small importance. They ~ay that Tando told
Caboceer Eltefor that the King wanted to kuow whether Eltefor
wished to discontinue his allegiance to Ashanti , » v Two chests
of gin have arrived for the King ... Everyone present expressed
contempt for both Tando and the Wassaws. 104 &

6th December.

The King summoned both me and the Elminas today with a view
to examining with us the Wassaws' intentions, @ They were asked
whether they were going to co-operate with the General in settling
the palaver or whether they regarded him as a fool and were
planning to impose on him and delay the building of the highway.
The King told them that, if they had anything to say, they should
say 1t, He assured them that the General would, from compassion
alone, make allowances for theilr stupidities if they been gullty *
of any. But the Wassaw envoys answered that they were only small -

boys, and would have to discuss these great matters with their
masters,

At this all the generals, officers, etc., stood up and, at
the King's order, raised their swords and swore this oath to the-

honour of our General, all speaking very seriously. Each in
turn said these words: ‘ ;

"I swear by the Great Oath of Cormantijn that, since the
General our master has charged the King of the Ashantis with the
task of building a highway in order that the said General may
honour our King by visiting him hére in his capital, this highway
shall be constructed without any changes of plan, and that, if
any man opposes the General's wishes in this matter, I will take

up arms against him and prove that I am the faithful servant of
King Saij.

I further swear that if Eltefor or any of the Wassaws tries
to deceive the General with trickery or opposes his passage (to
the capital), I will take up arms and will, without mercy, drive
Eltefor away from the highway, in order that the highway may be
constructed where the General wants it. This I swear by the
Oath of Cormantijn and Saturday,"

Then the King gave orders that, in honour of the General,
every man present should pass in turn before me and take a second
oath. And they all very willingly held up their swords and, with
the blades almost touching my nose, spoke these words:

+1084, An extremely obscure passage. The nearest I can get to the
Dutch is: "Dat Tando aan de Cabocier Eltefor had gaan zeggen,
dat de Koning vraagd indien Eltefor hem niet langer wil calio
haren hij hem Tando foefoe terre op de rug moeten gooijen

ten bewijzen hij de Koning niet meer wil trouwen en zonde 2
kelders genever voor de Koning, Waarover elk een zeer gr???
wierd, en Tando met. .de Wassasche verragten."
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"Bronie, I swear by the Great Oath of Cormantijn; I swear by
Saturday and by ny King S2ij; that since your naster the General
wants the highway built, it shall b% gul and if anyone tries to
delay the General by preerlcoflng, I will remove the: very
roof from his house,: ; i

I swear by the Honour of your Genecral that, if any man tries
to prevent the highway now decided upon from being built, he will
pay for it with his goods, his slaves and his head. I swear
W s she wilshels No it chie SEe nicmailifounina ive nalmil]l TN pE e vt

fhen 211 this was over, the Wassaws were left in no doubt that
this was no. joking matter, and they muttered terribly againsty
Tendo., They claimed that Tendo had deceived them badly. They
«all said.that they-now saw clearly thot this was a serious business,

7th‘Decembevr.i

Went to look at the highway today. The work is going on well,
General Quatje Coffie is boglnnlng to dig the roots up out of the
ground. : :

Wortman is ready to sc 5 off this evenlng. The Kingniade s
the following speech to him: e i R
"Pieter! .  You:.are now ready to depart, qccomp nied by T
envoys :zhd by those of the Elminas, ' Go with God's  Dblessing.
Greet the ‘General, my mastexr he rtilyron behalf of me and =211 my
gfiticems, gt R TISnImS Hha b, "lthough the Elminas have done wrong S0
fdr as he is concerned, hu mugt, out of consideration for mé, ¢
perdon and forgiwve: thﬁm The Elmln s and I, are now uni ted, ﬁnd-
wishyalweys' to honour and serve. him. to the best oOF our ﬁblllty.‘_
Tell him we desire no other master than th Dutch, and that he is ¢
the chlef of us 11. o .

Tell the Gcnerﬂl my master that I expect him here v1th as
little :delay as p0551b1c and that the highway will scon be: open,
With regard to the Wassaw pala wer, I ask that he let me- know by
express messenger whether the WﬁSSqws intend toipay or not; so
that I can decide’on my course ‘of action concerning’ them,. 5 If
they wish to please me, they will keep out of the way, . Otherwise
they will b)come chlldren ot Sdicaibhi sl Sk

8th December. : St REE G ¢
ok tiel 0! spare, todasr. I have bern bilsy for some time writing -

a letter on the King's behalf to the General, and today hawve otz
nanaged to flnish it, Woertman leaves tomorrow. ; .9

9th, _ ' ; _ [
This morning t 5 ©'eilleoel o d“ybreqk Woortman departed. I

have urged him not to spend 70 days on the return journey, and nob
to be tricked by the Ashantis into taking more than 14,

I walked for two hours down the highway, and found it all =
liEEehy en wlailsh Sileles A1l that remains is for. the roots to be dug
Oibiivjs ()it iglals: feacloibhalsty, When removed, these roots will be handed
over to the Queen and her slave-girls for the making and sweeping o
of floors. 106 : -

vl

105, Perhops "by humbugging him" would.be a better translation,

106. Lit., om gelijk vloers te maken, en sSchoon bte vegen,
(Mod, Dutch gelijkvloers = 'on the ground floor,')
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10th.

o) news; _ My eYeé are now fixed on the arrival of the General,
because I expect to be able to return home with him, I see very

clearly now that the King hopes to keep me here until His Excelleney
cComes, . '

1 Zth.

From the 11th until today, no news, Have not spoken with
the King in all this times

18th December,

I went to look at the highway today, and noticed it was not
the same width along the whole of its length, ENreport e diERTS

to the King, and he said my wishes in the matter would be attended
to tomorrow. g .

The workmen complain bitterly that they are not receiving any
drink, I told them to wait a little’ and they would get some.
In the meantime they must ecarry on cheerfully. They were
grateful for my words, and went back to their tasks yelling and
singing with excitement,

20th.

)

Bid not see the King. No news yesterday and today. .

21st,

No news,

25nd, -

No ‘news=yesterday. This morning I wrote a letter to the
General for the King, stating that His Majesty is sending the
General a slave-girl with ivory and 2 (illegible) 4 E/ in gold.,
The girl 1s to buy some fine ecloth on His Majesty's behalf,

On these occasions the King is very pleased when he appends
his. eross. He says, "Look, I. also can write, What do you think,
is not my hand better than yours?" ]

28th December 1816,

No news since the 24th, I have been three times to examine
the work on the highway. It is going on but slowly, and the
labourers keep asking for drink,

20th,

Yesterday the King forbade me to write any letters of any
kind either to the General or to my own people without his
permission. Nor am I to give any messages to the merchants, but
must patiently await the return here of the King's Akkras
His Majesty is determined that no one shall leave before the
answer concerning the Wassaws has been recceived. He says that
if I send any letters I will become a'very bad friend of his.

I noticed today that the wofkmen have not got on much further
with the construction of the highway. They are becoming very
disgruntled.,

31st December 1816.
No news, .,
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Primo January 1817,

Today being New Year's day I went to call on the Kingy and

- received from him a present of 1 (illegible) 2 ¥ of gold, 1 sheep
and 10 yaums. He  asked me what my master would have given me for

New Year if I had been at Elmina. I said I would ecertainly have

received 5 (illegible) from my master,

They King said, "Will the present be kept for you, thvn,
because you are awuy?'

"Without a doubt," I said, "It w111 be kept for ne very
faithfully."

The Elmines- received e

4th Januvary 1817.

Nothing happened from the 2nd untll today. The highway is
going ahead very slowly, at least on this side of the capital,
The Kings of Adiaben and Bekwaij are praised by the peopl° for the
good work their wen are doing.,

S5th January,:

Today I asked the King if th hlghw y might be pushed forward
LG enlelllys e ald als sl progr9551ng at all, He said,
"I will look at it myself tomorrow, and give orders for the work
to be speeded up."

6th dittg,

. This aftcrnoon His Maaesty and. all the chiefs went to loock.at
the hlghway. " I do not yet know what they thought of it. I am
told that the son of the most senior general, Amanquatl 2, arrived

last night from Elmina and has brought some 1etters for ne,

7th Janvary 1817.

Very early this morning I was summoned by the King, His
Majesty handed me a letter from the General our master which had
been brought by the son of Amanquatia. It contained good news,
+for it praised the friendly trcatment received by him from our
General, The King was most pleased to receive this report, which
‘indicated the true feelings and good intentions of the General
towards him,

The letter, however, also touched His Majesty a little on the
Taw, He told me that the General must understand that in sending
me he had sent a good friend to the King of the Ashantis, and must
therefore not object if I stay here a long time. Nor should the"
General be vexed if I am not allowed to leave until all outstanding
matters have been decided.  For my failure to communicate with
the General, His Majesty accepts full responsibility. From the
time the Elmina envoys arrived he had absolutely forbidden the
writing of letters., This prohibition was to last until the arrival
of Tando. ‘It was Tendo, with his lies and untruths, who had
interminably delayed matters, Otherwise someone would unquestion=~ ,
ably have been sent to Elmina to settle the Wassaw palaver, The
King repeated that he took upon himself alone any blame that might
otherwise fall on me. He knows I would have written the necessary ©
letters to Elmina if I had been allowed to do so. A settlement
of the whole matter has been much delayed becaus~ of the untruths
the Elminas have been telling him,

Regarding the slaves, cows, horses, ctc., ‘His Majesty has
already sent an answer to the General via his Accra,
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A report concerning the hichway has also been sent by the
Same means,

His lMajesty's refusal to allow any letters to be written
stems from the statements made by the Elminas on 20th July 1816,
Because of what they said, he decided to institute inquiries with
a view to finding out, first, whether their statements wers true
and, seccondly, whether I had been,K acting against his orders and
had seént any information to the General without his knowledge.
If T had in fact been going behindg his back, he would then and
there have refused further dealings with the General, and would
have regarded my mission as a deliberate deception, This i5 why,
in order to prevent any disunity between my Government and the King,
I have adhered to His Majesty's orders, and have kept everything in
my head and within the. pages of my Jjournal, so that I will be in
a position to recount everything personally when I return to 5
BElmina: and place this my Jjournal on ths Council table there. Your, *
Excellency 107 must therefore not condemn me, for I have never
been unfaithtul to Government, no, not even when our affairs were
at their lowest ebb. Your Execellency instructed me to behave
with prudence, and I have always remembered this and have sought
to plezse the King in all my actions. The Government ought not
to blame me in this matten; its Judgment should rather fall on
the King of the Ashantis, L am sure there is no one,  apart fromE
my enemies, who is seeking to bring me into disfavour with Your
Excellency or to damage my good name, and this is why I am conbtent
to let my journal show how I have deen conducting myself since my
arrival in this place. The King is my witness that I have contin-
ueliiipres sedihins font pernigsion tonlicavelend thavimy mequestshiast
always been refuscd, i i : '

The King said to me, "The General nmy mastsr has sent you to
me, and would not be pleased if your were to depart without my
approval, dihelGeneraillwonlid ety Lilse Vil S noreovier S fvh ey
Commanys and the Wassaws were attacked, yet neifheP of these two
palavers has yet been brought to a satisfactory conelusion, .

How then can the General require you to return cmpty-handed?.
It was the General who asked that the nations might be spared 108
and outstanding matbters settled by negotiation, Otherwise nmy
weapons would long since have driven the highway through the
Wassaw country, though this is precisely what the General has
always hoped to avoid. You must stay here until these two
alavers have been settled, or at least until there is some
agreement on terms,"

The King's arguméﬁts have convinced me that he is in the right,
and that what I have been ‘saying about leaving is illconsidered;

8th,

I again sought the King's permission to leave, 109  He
became angry, and said, "I agree that you must on no account
offend the General your laster, irive himSa il etter,, therefores
which T will send to him protectcd by my staff, Beg his pardon’for
your silence, It is certainly true that, if I had not forbidden
it, you would have written to him every weck,

The General will pardon you as soon as my boy arrives at
Elmina with the letter, If he does not, he goes against ny
wishes, for you did not come here on your owWwn account but on his,

e

107. Huydecoper relapses here into direct speech again.
408, I.e., spared the destruction of war,

10% Sic., though this is an odd entry in view of the sentence
that precedes it.
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With regard to the Elmina palaver you can make your own
report to the General, but your book must positively not be
allowed to leave here before you do. Full responsibility for
anything that might happen would fall on you if the book were
‘t0 be sent away from here. I have long regarded Elmina wvillage
as mine,

The fact that you have not been able to write to the
General is due to me, and my boy, when he reaches Elmina, will
explain everything to  your master on my behalf, If the General
is truly my friend, as he says he is, he will surely not accuse
you of misleading the Government by your silence, Go home now,
and do not be afraid. Write a short letter to your master, and
lay everything on me," :

The King's words gave me some reassurance, but I was not
entirely satisfied, I asked him coldly whether or not it was true
that I had once told him that the General would be angry with me
if I did not write in full to Elmina. ‘

. To this the King replied, "I see now that you spoke truly
on that occasion, Nevertheless I am not going to see my town
. of Elmina shot at with cannons and burnt to the ground because of
the wickedness and villainy of bad rulers, I told you before
- that I did not believe the Elminas' story; otherwise I would not
have allowed you to drink the oath in order to purify your
master's name, When you did that we all realized that you had
-right on your silde.!" ,

Despite these further reassurances from His Majesty, I was
still not easy in my mind, I had to agree, however, to a letter
beéng‘dispatched and to not going myself, The letter went off
today. ]

I ventured to ask the King about Djesie, but he would not
hedr a word on the subject. He says Djesie is such a rascal that
he cannot let me see him, Djesie has apparently stolen a great
deal from the King and is in disgrace.

Regarding the slaves, cows, horses, etc., intended as return
presents for the General I have received no answer as yetb. The
King says he will give his reply when I finally leave.

9th January 1817,

Many people visited me today. This was solely because of
the very friendly reception given by the Generdl to the som of
Amanquatia in Elmina. Now all the Ashanti merchants are intend-
ing to trade with the General. The more than two thousand
merchants who went to Annamaboe and Caap Corse are now back home
again, and most of them report heavy losses, The few whe went to
Elmina praise the General's trading methods very highly, but
complain about the preference given te the son of Amanquatia.
Everyone is now providing himself with trading notes 110 in order
to do business with Elmina. °

General Poikoe's cashier or treasurer has been instructed
by the King to send some 25 ounces of gold to Elmina for the
purpose of buying gunpowder. The King wishes to see if the
General will meet him in the matter of price, or whether he will
treat him as on a par with his subjects, For this reason I have
thought it necessary to write a letter (which will follow later)
to the General, requesting him to make a distinction between the
King's trade and that of all other persons, and to treat the
King's representatives as he did the son of Amanguatia, By these
tactics Elmina can gain the whole of the Ashanti trade. _

110, Lit., briefjes voor.de negotie.
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The Ashantis complain very bitterly about the English and their
agents, saying that they were very ill received at the Cape,

) “Affodoe Cudjo and Quassie (illegible) complain that the
(illegible) at Elmina have treated them very badly. These two.
young men tell me that they had made fine profits trading, but,
they say, "The white men in the fort gave us their word that the
account was settled, but when we were outside the fort we were
forced by some of the men there to hand over money. 111 These
men said to us, 'The white men made a mistake in their reckoningj;
you owe us such and such an amount.' We refused to pay and were
very badly treated,"112

I have no doubt that this story is a tissue of lies but,
since it will reflect badly on the General's reputation if
repeated, I feel obliged to report it now,

I have counted up all the trifles the King is sending to
market, I wished to test to see whether he was including the
bulk of his goods now or later, 113

Affodoe Gudjo is now the confidant of Mr, Nieser and
therefore wants watching.

10th January 1817,

Today I went on foot to look at the highway. To my
astonishment I found that the roots of the trees that have been
cut down are already growing up again, and there are numerous
holes at least three feet deep. The men are working very slowly.

I learnt this evening, however, that the highway on the
Insadjiesoe 114 side is well advanced. The overseer is present
there all the time himself,

11ths
No news,
Al iy

This being the Great Adaji or Good Sunday, the King gave me
and the Elminas a sheep to share among us.

Amanquatia's son has been complaining to his father about
the brusque reception accorded him by Mr. Nieser, He says he
went to Mr, Nieser's house to present his father's compliments
and, when he had been taken into the main room . « « 115

15th,

No news from the 13th until today. I have noticed that the
merchants are now anxious to set out for Elmina without delay.

16th.

Early today His Majesty went to his plantation, He will be
returning on Monday next. I asked if I might accompany him,
but he said this was out of the question. "I am going to make
fetish," he told me, "and will be back very soon."

M eailnte, engels; N

112. This paTagraph is very roughly translated. The MS is so
unclear that I can make out only three words in four,

113, Meaning obscure,

114, Spelling doubtful.

115, The next five lines are completely illegible.
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19th January 1817,
From the 17th until today there has been nothing to report.

The town is quite empty. Everyone has gone to Brimman with the
King.

I am very surprised that the King's accra has not sent back
any messages about the state of affairs at Elmina. His
Majesty gave his positive instructions that he was to send .
someone back within thirty days to let us know whether or not the
Wassaws were ready to reach agreement, It appears he has
forgatten these orders.

20th.

His Majesty returned today in great pomp from Brimman.
During the journey back he sent for me by exprss messenger.
I hastened to obey his order, and met him at a village called
Kroboe. He asked me to help him put on his suit of clothes. I
did this and then accompanied him back to the capital, travelling
in great aplendour.

I must say that His Majesty looked very well. In all the
villages along the way men, women and children came running out to
see him in his uniform.: All exclaimed that they had never before
seen such beautiful clothes. The name and high reputation of our
General were proclaimed aloud, the blessings of God were invoked,
and the hopes of all the people for his long life were.fervently - -
expressed. Everyone execrated and hooted at the Elmina envoys
because of the lies they had told about the General their lawful
master. The women shouted, "O Lord, let this General who pleases
us so well come here so that we may give him proper thanks for the
great honour he has done to our King Saij."

The streets were so full that people were imploring one
another to make room so that everyone could see the King.

When I had dressed the King in his clothes, he stood in front
of a large mirror and praised the General's gener081ty many times.
He gave me his hand, and said, "Brother, your master is my master.
When you return home9 eI hlm that I thank him yet again for the
beautiful things he has sent me. I will always wear these clothes
in the General's honour." : ‘ ‘

He said he preferred breeches to trousers, since the former
showed off his calves better. 116 I said the General would -
send him some brecches as soon as there was an opportunity.

24isih

Today His Majesty summoned me and handed to me two letters
from the General. One was addressed to me. I translated mine
first and then the one addressed to the King. From His Majesty's
expression I could see that the contents of the letters did not
please him, He said, "What bad things have you been doing here
to make the General so angry with you? You have always told me-. ...
everything that has been in the letters you have received, have
you not? . As for the return presents of slaves, cows and horses! I o
have always said that I would send them when you leave here,
Have you not told your master this in:your letter?" ‘

€

116, “Lit., hij wenschte liever een korte broek te her°9?7°
om zijne kultep te laten zlen.
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I replied, "Although my master states that I am to supply him
with full information about these matters on my return, I have in
fact written a full account in my journal and also in the letter T
sent with Woortman. I do not understand why my master is so dis-
satisfied with me. He has now requested that Your Majesty let me go.
I would therefore be acting in direct disobedience of his orders if
I were to remain here, as you have so often suggested I should,
until the return of your accra. I am clearly out of favour and i
certainly do not want my position to become worse. My master is
unlikely to believe that Your Majesty forbade me to communicate to
him the false reports circulated by the Elminas or, indeed, that I
was unable to leave here without your permission. I will therefore
not stay here one day longer, and I now request answers to all the
questions which, from time to time, I have translated and put to
you for your consideration. I will leave here early tomorrow

- morning or, at the latest, on the morning of the day following.

Please give me your answers,"

To this His Majesty replied, "Very well then, Sir! Your
master seems to think he has sent you to a king of little importance
and not to the King of the Ashantis.. I have nothing to say to you,
except that your master apparently does not value my friendship,.
Otherwise he would surely be more patient and would be willing to wait
until I give you your congé in the proper manner. You may go
tomorrow, but you will hear nothing further from me,"

I said I could not leave him like this, and that he could not
mean me to depart in so abrupt a fashion. It would not be in

_conformity with the friendship which has always existed between

the Ashanti nation and my government.

"Your master understands perfectly well that, when he insults
you in his letters, he is insulting me, Go then, and make your
report to your master."

And so, in accordance with my masters immutable instructions,
I held my peace and sorrowfully left the palace-

22nd,

Sought an audience today, but in vain. The King sent to
tell me that he had nothing to say to me, and that I should obey my
orders. I pressed as hard as possible for a different answer,
but the message came back, "Obey your master's orders. He has
offended me deeply with these strict orders of his. His last
two letters have not pleased me."

10 sald to the messengers, "I cannot leave llke this, without my
proper conge.

But I was again told that I could go, and that a message
would be sent to the General to thank him for the insult he had paid
to the King of the Ashantis. The King's young men also assured
me that His Majesty would not see me again and that I might leave
Coemassie tomorrow, since that was what I desired,

I am in great perplexity. The King wants me to stay;

®he General my master insists that I go. What shall I do? To

go will irritate the King; not to go will bring me into disfavour

eWith the Government. In the circumstances the General's letter.

is the best counsellor. I will leave here tomorrow without fail.
I prefer to risk the King's displeasure than the General's..
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2%rd.

In accordance with the awful i orders repeatedly received
from the General, and notwithstanding the refusal of the King to
give me permission, I left here today. We began our journey in
the afternoon, because I was anxious to obey the letter of 8th
January which said we should not sleep another night in Coemassie.
We had not been long on the way, however, when various officers .
barred our passage. They asked me where .l was going.

i replied, "To Elmina."

!'Where is the King's token?118 Where is the King's
swordbearor who should be preceding you? Without these you will
not be allowed to go beyond Assafoe. You must return,"

I went resolutely on but, on arrival at Assafoe, was opposed
by Senior Officer Quatje Coffle, who asked to be shown the Klng s
token.

I said the King had told me I might leave,

"No," he said. "That is untrue. You are travelling
without the King's permission. - Stay here, and I will immediately
ask the King whether he has given you leave to go or not."

I was thus prevented from continuing, and my boys had to be
recalled, :

I had been weiting a good two hours when I saw approaching in
the distance a number of senior officers being carried in 1i tters.
Coming up to me they asked sternly in the name of the King why I
was trevelling on foot, why I had left at all, and why I had not .
waited until the King arranged for me to depart with the same
dignity with which I had come,

.. I said the King knew all my reasons and that I definitely |
wanted to leave.. - But General Poekoe and the 3 royal linguists
said that the King most earnestly desired me to return, and.would
speak to me tomorrow about my eventual departure. T rejected
what they said, and explained that the King had often told me he
would let me go, I therefore could not wait any longer and would
continue on my way. It was no trouble to me to travel to Elmina
on foot, especially since my master appeared to think I had only (
been staying in Coemassie for my own pleasure.

But my protests were of no avail,. I was brought back to

Coemassie, and was told that the King would see me TOmMOrrow. I )
was then conveyed, in an extremely irritated frame of mind, to my
old quarters, However, nothing worse has happened so far,

24th January AT -

~ I thought the King would summon me today to discuss my return
journey, but nothing hac happened. God knows- when I will
finally get away from here.

25th.

This afternoon the King sent for me to attend an assembly of
the chief officers, Ee asked me once more .why I wished to leave,
whether my master wanted to break off all ties of friendship
-with Coemassie, and why my master should want me to go without
waiting ‘for him, the King, to give me my conge in the proper manner.

117, TLit., vrezelijk.
118, TLits 'y « bewdgsii= 'certifiecate, proofils
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I said my master would never be the cause of a broken
friendship, but that he wanted me back so that he could send a
white European 149 to replace me., He considers a European would
promote his interests better than I can, and that I am not a
suitable person to act as envoy between him.and the King of
Ashanti. The longer I remain here, he believes, the more likely
it is that friendship between the two parties will diminish rather
than increase, "This is why I have been instructed to leave no
later than two days after receiving the General's letter. A0z G
do not comply with this order, my fate will be upon my own head.
To avoid offending either His Majesty or the General, I had begun
my Journey on the appointed day, but had been 'panyared' by Sénior
Officer Quatje. 3

"But when you asked me if you might leave, did I not say, No?
Did I not say that you must wait until the accra has returned,
after which I would arrange for you to be conducted to Elmina with
a small escort?"

I said the King had indeed used these words, but that ‘I had
also said that I would not sleep in Coemassie from the coming
Thursday onwards, because I was sure the General would not beliewve
the King was in fact restraining me, "After this," I went on,
"Your Majesty said, 'Go ahead, then, and obey your master's orders,'
When Your Majesty told me this, I thought the way was clear for me
to depart. But Your Majesty did not mean it, and sent orders to
Assafoe to bring me back again, and so it has come about."

"Am I to understand, then, that you left here solely because
you feared your master, and not at all because you were lacking in
respect for me?" 5

Wegy"' Thcaid, "I left simply because of the direct orders
I received from my master, If I have offended Your Majesty
thereby, I beg your pardon. I request that I may be allowed to go.
My master is very angry with me. Please let me leave today.
Otherwise the consequences will be serious for me,"

The King replied, "No, I will not allow you to go. You must
wait. Tomorrow I will send messengers to your master to find out
the cause of his displeasure, When these messengers have :
returned, but not before, you will be allowed to leave within three
days. Do not ask me about' this matter until my men have come back,
or we will become bad friends, you and I, To have given you such
strict instructions about leaving here, your master must have
something against me. Supposing I had sent one of my boys to
Elmina, and had then dispatched my accra after him to tell him to
pack up and go and not to spend even one more day there or face the
consequences, and the General have said? Would he not have decided
that I had become his enemy?" : :

I could make no answer,

The King went on, "I could almost believe now that the Elminas
spoke truly, and the General really is my enemy. Do not ask me
about your departure until my messengers come back from Elmina."

There was general agreement with the King on all sides, and T
went sorrowfully home,

26th January 1817,

This morning the King sent for me to ask if I could tell him
how many muskets the General would give him for 50 preguns, I
said I could not say, because the General would not make the same
price for the King of Ashanti as for other and:lesser 'persons,

119« Thus phrased, presumably, because Huydecoper was a mulatto.
' European white man' might be better.
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28th and 29th.
No news.

30th,

Today the King had me write a 1etter to the General, He
asked for various quantities of guns and gunpowder, and also wanted
to know how much the General would charge for 10 guns, and what the
price would be for 10 barrels of powder., He hopes to buy a
considerable quantlty of both these itemsy but needs exact
information as to prlce before he can make his calculationse.

There was a big flre in the town today. Several houses were
gutted.

I have mistaksgly put "23rd January" on today's letter, and it
cannot be altered, 20" = -

30th, 127

The King has told me that his boys will definitely be leaving
here today. I will therefore have to stay in this place for some
20 to 35 days more. I asked what would happen if the boys were
not back by the stipulated time, but the King dismissed my question.
He is sure they will return as promised.

?1st January 1817,
No news.

Primo and Secunde February 1817.
No news,

znd.

No ﬁews.

4th,

To my amazement my boy, Myzang, returned today from Elmina |
without bringing with him either letters or other messages from the
General, I am most disconsolate about this. All my friends
have become my enemies, Many false reports are constantly being
spread abroad by the Ashantis and are believed by the people here.

But T think them of no consequence, When I am back in Elmina
myself, I will be able to set the record straight.
Sth,

Today being the Small Adaij, I received 9 E for my subsistcnce,
and the Elmina envoys and I shared the gift of a sheep.

gl
No news yesterday and today.

8th. : L]

This afternoon a number of houses were consumed by fire, and
man was burnt to death. He was on the roof of one of the houses: . 8

when the fire sprang up all around him, and he fell through the roof
into the inside of the house, ; .

1204 th., ik heb abusivelijk de brief van heden gedagtekend on j
=i 2%e Jjanuarij en moest zigjn. ¢

121/ Sic. There are two entries for 30th January. P
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It was impossible to help him, and we saw before our eyes the
spectacle of a fine young man lamentably engulfed by the flames.,
The cause of this misfortune was the strong harmattan,

300 houses were burnt down.

St AOuhy ich, 2 the
No news,

13th.

I visited the King today. Laughing, he said to me, "We have
offended our master by our delays. When you reach Elmina, you .
will certainly receive correction. And if the General comes.here
I will get my share too. What will our punishment be, my friend?"

I matched his banter, saying that . , ., 122 the punishment
would become worse and worse the longer I stayed here.

The King said, "Be patient, Everything will be all right.
I am only waiting for the return of the boys I sent to our master
with a view to persuading him to remit your punishment. When
they come back you will certainly be able to leave, . Do not be sad.
Your master will forgive you. He now knows the whole story, and
will realize that it is I who have been the cause of his
dissatisfaction with you." :

14%n,

Today the King's two horses died. It has been bitterly cold
here for the past 50 days. The air is very stimulating and
healthy. The climate would be about equal to that of Europe in
April. @ For some time now I have been suffering from chillblained

- hands.

I5kha

Spoke with the King today about the beauties of Europe. He
asked me what the white men thought of him, Did they picture him
as an ordinary mean, or as a savage, who cut other men's heads off
without cause? He went on, laughing, "Huydecoper, when.you get
back home, ask the General to represent me to the King (who is
master of us all) as a righteous man., The nations think of the :
King of Ashanti as a bad man. You yourself can bear witness .that
this is untrue. I do not punish without reason, nor do I make war
unless there is occasion for it. When our friend, the General,
comes here, he will see all my actions for himself, and will praise .
me in his letters to Europe. But tell me, Huydecoper, do you
think the General will still come here?"

I gsaid there was no doubt of this whatever. The General was
only awaiting my return, The King would have to let me go, for
the General would not come until ‘he had first seen me,

"Ah, well," said the King., "You will be leaving as soon as
the boys that I have sent to the General come back, It will not be
long now." :

25'21'(1.

During these last days I have been asking the King if I might
prepare for my departure, so as to be ready to leave immediately
the accra and the horn-blower arrive. They are expected within a
day or so. ~ But the King always replies, "I am waiting for the
three boys who have gone to find out the reason for your recall,

122. Three words missing, due to a curling page.
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and also the current price of guns and gunpowder. Until they return

you cannot leave,"

(Marginal note: "Received % sheep, this being Good Sunday.")
24th,

Today the Elmina envoys and the King's gir 0123 arrived, but
not the accra. They brought letters dated . January, ané

these letters I immediately read out to the King. His Majesty is
still convinged that the General has been deceiving him and, so far
from doing anything about the Commany palaver, is throwing dust in
his eyes by bringing in irrelevant considerations and thus seeking
to deceive him all the more, Anything I could say was uselessq
The Klng became angry and (next -three words illegible) my master.
I said I could not defend my master with lies, ;

25th, L v

Asked the King today if I and the Elmina envoys might leave,
He became very angry and, refusing to answer, slammed the door in
our faced, mumbling that he had no.wish to keep us here.for ever,
and that he would let us go when it suited him. We were
.contemptuously sent home like bad boys, with no chance to discuss
the date of our departure further, We protested that our master
needed us at Elmina, but the King chose not to believe us and would
not even look in our direction, And so we came home in disgrace.

26th.

Today the King of Dinkire arrived here, accompanied by a huge
following, and was splendidly received. He has come to be present
at the entry into the capital of the armies of Apia and Amanqua,
and ‘also to defend himself against the suspicion, vCticed by some,
that he is an enemy to the King of Ashanti, He arrived with three
hundred soldiers, ' :

The King is vexed with us today because, he says, we press>him
too hard about our departure, Unhappily we are watched wherever
we go and thus cannot run away. ;

27th. Feb 18ﬂ7, ¢

Various chiefs have been arriving to see the review of the
armies of Apia and Amanqua, - This review will take place next
Monday. = The King has been prevaricating all this time about my
departure. He is determined that I shall witness the review of
his armies before I 1eave. .

28th,

. No peace today at all. From all directions chiefs, etc.,, are
arriv1ng to see the armies, Everything has become very expensive,
a bunch of plantains costing two ackoes For some days now I
have not possessed even tuppence %h which to buy food. T
cannot reach the King, and so cannot ask him for subsistence money.
I am reduced to eating fried plantains, and there is great. distress
in my house. - I cannot even borrow money, and yet we see plainly
that the envoys who come regularly from Elmina are fully laden with
presents sent by our master,

From Primo to 2nd March.

Still people are pouring into the town, which is jampacked,
Most of the newcomers are sleeping in the streets, for no
accommodatlon is to be hud

123, -Spelling doubtful,
124, I1it,, een dubbeltie.
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3rd,

‘Today the armies of Apia and Amanqua arrived. There was
shooting from 10 in the morning until nightfall, and at least 50
barrels of gunpowder must have been expended., The two armies
taken‘tbgether.number some 30 or 35 thousand.

This morning there was a heavy thunderstorm, Hall fell the
size of musket-balls. I held some of the hail-stones in my hands
for several minutes before they melted,

9th March 1817,

Between the 4th and today there has been a continuous uproar,
Everywhere in the suburbs there is musket fire and the making of
custom for the dead. More than 80 people have been put to death,
and over 100 barrels of powder shot off, There has been no chance
to see or speak to the King, We are suffering severely from hunger
and have no money to buy food, Fish is unobtainable, and plantains
now cost % tackoes a-bunch.,

106K, 11th, 142th and 135th .instant,
No news. No audience or speech with the King.

i

14th March 1817,

Today the goods arrived, having come through Accra. Cudjo
Abranta brought 60 panegoeden, 35 five-gallon ankers of gin and -30
rolls of tobacco. e complained that Mr., Carillon had removed
several ankers of drink and had openly watered the remaining ankers
in his own sight and in that of many other persons. ISsaidSthiene
ought to be 80 pieces of panegoed and 40 five-gallon ankers, but
‘he assured the King that Ee had received the goods as they were now,

‘1 éth.

: I learn that the King has had letters from the King, but
whether this is true I know not. - - I tried to see the King this

evening to find out the facts, but could not gain admission.

Since the armies returned he has not been much seen in public,

16th.

Summoned by the King this morning. He handed to me two e
letters from the General dated 15th February 1817, the contents of
which I read out to him in translation and demanded an immediate.
answer-, The letters referred to the King's purchase of powder and:
guns and also requested the supply, as soon as possible, of several
thousand pounds of cotton without seeds, and also of a quantity of
the seeds themselves, Both of these commodities the General wishes
to buy, and he asks for fulfilment of this order within 16 days.

The King said, "Good. I will give you my reply tomorrow. My
thanks for the sugar,- tea, etc., though I have not Seen them yet.
I am glad to have the 19 barrels of gunpowder."'

His Majesty objected strongly to the prices quoted for guns
and powder, and tried to persuade me to fix these at 9 E per barrel
of powder and 4% E for a gun, I contented myself with asking him
Lf he thought that the goods he was being offered had been stolen,
and that all he had to do was to send boys to Elmina to collect them,
I His Majesty is very satisfied with the presents hé has received.
I asked him what these were because,. when packages are received from-
the General, théy are never opened in my presence. - I told the
King that I always knew in advance what he ought t6 receive, because
the letters gave full details., But all he would rweply was that
everything arrived in due course, that he was very satisfied, and
that he wished me to thank the General most warmly.
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17th March 1817,

Early this morning I went to the palace with my Instructions
and all the letters received from the General. I hoped for an
answer to everything at onee, but my visit proved valueless. No
matter what I did I could not obtain entry., I went to the palace
three times, but did not see the King on any occasion.

At 7. o0'clock this evening Jack Mars arrived with two letters
‘from the General, I went at once to the King with the news, but
had no better success than before. We had been cooling our heels
for two hours when our patron,Poekoe, told us in the King's name
that we must go home and come back in the morning.

L iSEh

With Jack Mars to the King. The letters were read out in
translation and an immediate answer sought, not only to those dated
5th instant but also to the ones dated 15th February. Mars has
positive instructions to leave here next Friday. All the King
would say, however, was that he would give us his answer tomorrow,

I said that, if he did not answer today, he would bring me into
disfavour with my government again.

He replied, "Do not worry. Mars will leave at the apPointed
time." And there was no more to be said.

19th.

Today being the Small Adaij or Good Wednesday, I called on the
King, but could not talk business. Mars received 9 E and the
Elminas and I jointly one sheep.

- 20th,

Employed all possible means to persuade the King to let Jack
Mars depart, but in vain. His Majesty assured me that Mars would
leave tomorTow morning without fail. "What 2" I said. MIsttihis
like the waiting Captain Scholtijs had to d0?2"125 ~ But I could not
move the King. Nor can Mars simply go away, or he will be brought
back by force as I was, Here in Coemassie one needs the patience
of Job to stand all that happens,

2%rd.

During these past few days I have never ceased trying to
persuade the King to give me his answers so that Mars can leave. .
His Majesty has said simply that Mars may go tomorrow and that I
may attend at the palace with all my letters and Instructions in
order to receive the royal answers point by point. I said that it
would once more bring me into disfavour with the General if His
Majesty kept Mars beyond the stipulated time as he had done in the
case of Woortmann. But he said, "The General, for my sake, will
not be angry any more.".

24th March 1817,

This morning at 7 o'clock the King sent Mars a farewell
present of 9 E of gold and a message to me that he would summon us
hoth straight away and give us his answers, so that Mars could leave
tomgorrow. But still we had no success, for His Majesty did not in @
fact summon us.

o

125, Lit.. vat ik zeide omtrend hot gten van Oﬁptn.
Scholtyjs i af niethy  Lhe me NN R TSRS obucureto
1€ o It noy be a litercry reforengcy orimaySpossibile
relate to sone previous incident of Dutch history on
the Coast,
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I went to him again this evening, but he said he had no time
to spare and that I should return tomorrow mornlng with Mars and
bring my letters and Instructions, He will give us his replles
then and Mars can leave 1mmed1ately afterwards.

256he

This evening Jack Mars is getting ready for his departure
from Coemassie at 5 o'clock tomorrow morning, As ordered I went
to see the King, taking with me all my letters and Instructions,
He said he had no time whatever to spare, but the Mars could leave
tomorrow and would teke with him the King's decision about the
supply of cotton seeds, These will have to be planted during the
coming rainy season, He could not at present obtain the quantity
of cotton asked for, but would send some in a little while. He
wished first to see if the General would meet him in the matter of
price, 100 pounds of cotton without seeds he could not supply
for 1 (1lleg1ble). Cotton seeds are always hard to obtain, because
their owners keep them themselves for planting out, Ten pounds of
cotton with the seeds removed weigh only 5% pounds, and thus a
hundred pounds of seedless cotton will be very expensive,

In his letter to the General the King requests that he may be
supplied from with Europe with some silver utensils, such as soup
bowls, large basins, etc.,, in exchange both for the cotton already
delivered and for that still to be sent (ppree illegible words).

The King's replies to the other letters and to ny Instructions
he will give not to Mars but later to me, and I may expect to leave
Coemassie within 8 or 10 days. I learn that the Viceroy of Elmina,

126 by name Aboe, is coming here to put the King further against

the General and to ask for troops for an attack on English €ommany.

Anandako, Affodoe Cudjo and Quassie Bonkoe are enemiesto the
General and seek, in alliance with Mr, Nisser, to bring all my
good work to nothing, Affodoe Cudjo and Quassie Bonkoe ill-treat
the common people continually in the General's name, Many
reports of their wicked behaviour are circulated here,

26th March,

Jack Mars left at 5 o'clock this morning. He has been given
9 days to get to Elmina,

The Fanti envoys who were her some time ago are back again,
They report that caboceers Amona Annoe and Aduckoe have now
surrendered to the King of Ashanti all claims to the subsistence
money 127 of Annamaboe and Cape Cors, that the Fanti caboceers
have all agreed to pay great sums of money to the Ashantis, and
that the Fantis will now serve the King, Aduckoe, however, was not
represented in the previous émbassy and has sent men with the
present one, He has to pay 1,000 preguns, and if he does not the
King will seize his person, for it was Aduckoe who said he would

make war on the King. He has now withdrawn this boast and agrees
to serve Ashanti,

27th.

I hear that the King and several of his chiefs have been
collecting cotton and that their wives are busy removing the seeds

.80 that I can take a quantity of pure cotton with me when I go.

I do not know if this is true,

126, Lit., onderkoning,

127. ILdt., kostgelden. (See n, 9C above,)
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28th, 29th, and 30th March 1817.
Have neither spoken with the King nor picked up any news.

21st March 1817,

This afternoon the two swordbeapers returned who went with the
accra to Elmina. A new Wassaw embassy accompanied them. The
accra and the others have remained in Wassaw., I have not heard the
substance of the new embassy's mission., It seems the accra is
going to be successful in his attempt to settle the Wassaw affair,
and that the present hlghway will link up with one running through
Wassaw country.

Primo April 1817.
Nothing happened.

Koemassie, 2nd April 1817.

Saij Toetoe Quamie,
King of all the Ashantis
e
His good friend Governor-
General H.W, Daendels
At
Elmina

My dear friend,

Huydecoper is now leaving and I must advise you, my
dear friend, that the matter which:'is in dispute between
English Commany and me has now reached such a pass that
I am obliged to regard you as prejudiced and as favouring
the side of the Commanys rather than my own.

When my troops were at Abra and ready to march on
English Commany and Wassaw, you requested through your
envoy, Huydecoper, that I should not attack Commany., If
I did so, you sald my actions would displease you. A
long exchange of letters ensued, and you undertook to scttle
the affair on my behalf and also to collect for me the -
sums of money that had to be paid. Now all this has come
to nothing, and the Commanys refuse to serve me or to
render satisfaction to me. Nevertheless you, my good
master, prefer that these people should not be attacked.
What am I to think of you? I cannot believe that you
will now dissociate yourself from this affair, and let me
g0 my Oown way.

The Wassaws are willing to serve me. Do you wish
me to send my armies to destroy them, while letting off
scot free those who cause daily harm to me and my people?
In truth, this cannot be, my friends: If the Commanys
will not settle their palaver with me, then there is
nothing for it but for them to take up arms and await the
arrival of my armies.

You, my good friend and master, are the chief of the
Elminas and also their protector. Their safety is in
your hands, The Commanys continually badger the Elminas
and steal from them, Yet you require that I pay no
attention to this, and ask that the Commanys be spared.
This cannot be. If the Commanys will not yield to me,
there will soon be no Commany.
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Let them be asked once again what is their final word, i
If this matter is not settled and my troops are sent against
. Commany, there need be no further talk of satisfaction.

; Your frlend w1shes you, the Governor-General of the
Coast of Guinea, every blessing and all prosperlty and
good health. :
: : This is the mark X of Salj
4 : Toetoe Quamie, King of all
: - the Ashantis,

Done before me,
- (Signed) W. Huydecoper,

P.S. Regarding the forts which Your Excellency wishes to -
build along the roads, I will give Your Excellency

my answer after the Commany affair has been decided. - I

do not yet know whether these forts will be to protect me

or Commany, Soon Your Excellency will have my answer to

everything, A ‘

The above letter was most carefully dictated to me by the
King today, 2nd April, He asked me if I would take it with me.
I had brought along all the General's letters once again, but His
Majesty would not consider them, So long as the Commanys,  he
said, were his mortal enemies, and so long as the General

,refused to approve the administration to them of their Jjust
- punishment, he would take no decisions on the General's letters.

It would have been a simple matter, said the King, for the
General to have settled this Commany palaver, If the sums: of
money demanded were too great, they could, after proper :
negotiation, have been reduced It was Just this aspect of the
problem that he had let to the General, He would have been
very pleased to accept whatever the General was able to collect
and send .to him, But now the whole affair had been dragging on
too long. The Commanys were refusing even to serve him, much
less to render the satisfaction due. He had frequently and
most earnestly requested the General either to deal with these .
people himself or leave them to the Ashantis, but this the General
had been unwilling to do, and had, on the contrary, sought
forgiveness for them, In consequence, said the King, he had been
forced to the conclusion that the reports spread abroad by the
Elminas were true, and that the General was indeed his enemy and
an ally of the Commanys.

If he had known that the General intended to keep him on a
string in this way,128 phe would not have withdrawn his armies so
quickly. He had always considered that he possegsed no friends,
no, nor any brothers or masters, dearer to him than the Dutch.

He had always been ready to open his heart and mind to them at

"all times. But now he could almost believe that these best

friends of his had failed him, for the General's attitude in the
Commany affair had made him very suspicious. He had written to
the General in the letter taken by Woortmann that he wished to-
consult with the General, and he had been hoping the General
would visit him, The-General had often said that he was willing

@to do this, But now, it appeared, all that was past, and the

General had only been deceiving him.

His Majesty continued, "The Wassaws were willing to
compromise, and the General instructed me to treat with them
because they were afraid to go to Elmina.

128, Lit., indien hij te voren geweten had, de Generaal de zaak
maar op sleep touw zoude houden.
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They have behaved badly towards both the Elminas and me., Their
palaver is now finished,129 Shall the obstinate and boastful
Commanys be spared? This cannot be, If they will not serve me,
I intend to teach them bhat they are not so important in this
world that they can palaver with one of the officers of King Saij,
much less fight against the King himself, It may be that they
have never served me before. This is no matter, They will dao
so now, and I will force them to leave the Elminas in peace.

The only reason why-I am angry with the Commanys is because,
during the Fanti wars, they continually ill-treated and imposed :
on my village of Elmina.

I cannot at present give my answers to all the General's
letters. This must wait until the General decides either to
withdraw altogether from the Commany palaver or to settle it on
my behalf, Moreover, when my people were at Caap Cors, the
English did not treat them properly when making up the accountse
The General must do his best to sort this matter out and arrange
for the due payments to be forwarded to me, ® 130

The Wassaws have requested that they pay me only 60 preguns
with remission of the remainder, Thils shows that they oee: 15

3rd April 1817.

The King sent for me again today to discuss his private
trading problems. He reiterated that he could not answer the
General's letters until he knew His Excellency's intentions with
regard to the Commanys. He had appointed the collector, 132
General Cudjo Abrantja, and his senior horn-blower, officer
Kwamie Dendoe, to accompany me when I leave, though when this will
be I do not yet know,

4th and 5th.

Have neither seen mor spoken to the King. No news therefore,

6th,

. Today was Good Sunday or the Great Adaij, Before a public
assembly of more than two thousand people, the King handed me
four young slaves as presents 'for the General, saying, "As soon
as you reach home, give my greetings to the master of us all and
assure him of my continuing respect, These slaves are from my
own household. Two of them have gold about their necks. of
these one is called Accra Saij and the other ‘Bossom (illegible)e
The other two slaves have no gold. The General may baptize
these slaves if he wishes and have them bear his mark. You and
I, Huydecoper, will speak later about my private trading.

For yourself here is a young slave to go with the girl you
have already received, and also 2 (illegible) 4 E in gold and a
large elephant's tusk, I present these to you in return for
the friendship you have shown me and for the services you have
rendered during your stay here,"

The: Elminas have been given a boy to pass on to the chief of
Elmina and as presents for themselves a eloth each., For their
subsistence o o «"133

129, The first three sentences in the paragraph are a rough
translation only, ., The text is most obscure.

130, Rough translation only. Text is obscure.

131, The MS unaccountably breaks off here at the bottom of a

o page. On the'next page another entry begins.

32, Lit., ontvanger = .'collector of taxes', etc.
- 455 Textjagaln unaccountably breaks off. (I suspect these
breaks are noft lengthy.,)
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These Elmina fellow-subjects of mine are the worst rascals:
cne could find anywhere in the world. Cudjo Akon and Akkoe
have consistently done our cause as much harm as they could.
They are traitors through and through. If T had not been here,
troqps would already have been sent against Commany. All the °
Kings Officers are persuaded that the General is an enemy of
Ashanti. Qecause of my protests the King himself is to some
extent on ouh side, but his subordinates are by no means of a .
like mind, During the discussion of the Commany palaver they all
said that, if the General was not prepared to settle it, he had no
right to expect the King to forgive the Commanys or spare them.
The General, they said, should stop meddling in the Commany
palaver, and leave it to Ashanti to do as it wishes and enforce
Commany 's, obedience.

The Ashanti chiefs also say that the General has deliberately
deceived the King regarding the building of the highway. The
General's statement that he will visit Coemassie is not believed.
If the General wants to come here, it is first necessary that the
Ashantis should be convinced that he.is their friend.  Many
accusations have been levelled at the General from all sides.

This is not pleasant, and certainly gives no indication of Ashanti
goodwill, :

All the time the Elminas are.sending via the merchants
messages to the King asking him for troops and stating that the
General is hostile to the Ashantis but friendly to the Wassaws.
As proof they adduce the fact that the General says -he is coming
here but never does. They are apprehensive that the Dutch will
desert: them and cannot be reassured about this.

7th April 1817.

From morning until night I have been employing every means
at my disposal to persuade the King to let me leave here, but in
véin. He says he will not let me go until his own business
matters are in order, In consequence I cannot expect .to. leave.
until some 8 days from today.

I can see very easily through all His Majesty's subterfuges.
OneNof i sEsecretarics, swho sl aliso his unele fand Siis mamed
Aquassie Kankema, has always been most loyal to the General.,

He is a very wise old man and was the first friend we made herer
I have not dared to mention his name before because Coemassie
polities are so different from our own. This man was the only
member of the court who would speak against the Elminas. in the
King's presence and denounce their statements for the lies they
were, He was never able to convince the majority, it is true,
but I cannot fail to praise him for the good opinion he has of
our government and for the way in which he has defended us. 1
have made him the General's commercial agent here because of his
loyalty and also because of his close relationship to the King.

8the.
Nothing happened. Did not see the King.

9th April 1817.

For the whole day I have been in cénference with +the King,
discuss¥mg his trading ventures. The values he places on guns,
powder, etc., are quite unacceptable. He has been trying to-
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bludgeon me into agreeing to a price of 4 E for a gun and 12 E for
a barrel of powder worth 1 (illegible) 12, He makes it out that
it will be my fault if these pricés are not accepted. I rejected.
what he said absolutely, and asked if he thought I was foolish
enough to believe I had the power to fix prices in this way. But
despite all my arguments he intends to hold firm, and says that if
the General will not sell him guns at 4 E and barrels of
'1000-negro-cartridges' 134 at- the value of 1 (illegible), there
will be little trading done between the Dutch and Ashanti.

14th,

During these last days I have lost no opportunity of speaking
to the King or of trying to persuade him to issue the necessary.
orders for me to leave tonight, but to no avail. I was told I
could not go because the Assin and Assikoema armies are today |
passing before His Majesty in review, and he therefore had no time
to speak to me on business. And so I had to return home, angry
and disconsolate, This afternoon I was obliged to watch the
armies shooting off their muskets, Between three and four
thousand men took part. I could see no point in the display,
except insofar as it demonstrated that the King of the Ashantis
is indeed a mighty king,

The day before yesterday the Wassaw palaver was settled.
Since the General has not chosen to intervene, the King has
decided that the Wassaws must pay 400 preguns only, instead of
the 190 (illegible) originally demanded. If the Wassaws refuse
to agree to this sum, they will lose their heads.

15th and 16th April,

. No news, Tried all day to see the King, but there was no
chance of ift. The rains have been falling heavily for 8 or 9
days now, with frequent thunder-stormss

17th.

This morning the King had me write a letter to the General,
He will only accept guns at 4 E each and 1 (illegible), and then
only if each barrel contains 1000 negro cartridges,13> I told
the King that these prices are meaningless, Guns are 8 E at
Elmina and 1 (illegible) barrels go for 1 (illegible) 10. But
he became angry with me because I refused to go surety for him,
He is convinced the General will agree to these prices.

I also asked the King to take a decision about the
subsistence money which has long been paid to the King of Akkim,
but which has now been transferred to the Ashantis by right of
conquest, If this matter is not settled the Ashantis will not
be able to trade at Accra with the Dutch, but only with the
English and Danes. I pointed out that, strictly speaking, only
the subsistence monies of Dinkira, Elmina, etc,, had been
surrendered to His Majesty.

18th,
Did not speak with the King.

19th.

Today I prepared myself to leave Coemassie this evening, but
the King prevented me.

134, TLit., kruld van 1000 neger, (See n, 135.)
135, Lit., mids ieder vatje inhoud 1000 neger patroonen.
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He claimed he wanted to send some men to the General to be trained
ag carpenters and gsmiths (Three words missing). Consequently I
11 not be able to leave until the 22nd instant.

2OGa ,
Received the following farewell gifts:

Amanquatia

Poekoe

Quatje Coffie

Cudjo Akroe kroewa

Adoe Saij

Otie

- Jouw Kokroko, 1 cloth and 1 plg
From the King himself

Owoesoe Quantabisa, 1 cloth

1O 1 DNE U

(illegible ) 1,14 E 136

21st.,

Today the King placed % boys in my charge. Two are

destined to be carpenters and one a smith. His Majesty said he .
would later send more boys who  would serve the General at table,
and learn how to clean silver, glassware, plates,-etc. &

22nd.

_ Today the King's final permission was granted for me to leave,
First, however, I and my party had to swear once more that the -
General was a good friend to the King and would never desert him
or combine with other nations against him in warj. that the -
General, for the King's would forgive the Elminas for the ‘lies
they had told about him,k and, though he might punish them individ-
ually, that he would not fight them or destroy their town with.

his cannon, since this would make the Ashantis very angry.

When these oaths had been sworn, some malabours brought out a

kind of Bible, and I had to kiss this book three times 137 to
prove to the King that the General was truly his friend,

Occasie, 22nd April, in the evening.

Left Coemassie at 5 o'clock this evening and have stopped
here to rest for the night. From Coemassie to this place the
highway i1s completely overgrown. The trees have not michbaneensent
down and the pathway has not been levelled.

On my departure from Coemassie the King gave me a salute of
15 guns (the gunfire having to compete with a thunderstorm), He
said that, when we reach Elmina, the General must honour us with
a similar number of rounds, -for this will show he really is a
friend to the King of the Ashantis, Heihas given me as eScort,
and also to-act later for him in the palavering with the Commanys,
two officers named Cudjo Abranta and Quamie Dendoe, accompﬁnled
by a bjutjus. 158 He wishes to hear from this man's very mouth
whether the Commanys will finally yield to him or not.

Adiabin, 25rd April.

After waiting in vain for my escort I left Occasie today and
will stay the night here, I understand the escort left Coemassie
this morning.

1%6. The addition of this column leads one to suppose that

1 (illegible) = 16 E.
137. Guesswork, The next reads: en mij drie malen op deze ??? slaar
138, Criers, 3
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The highway from Occasie to here is very bad, Indced,
practically nothing has been done to it. There are numerous
large trees and the pathway has not been levelled at all. It
seems, therefore, that the frequent reports made to the King by
the overseer for this section were false. :

The chief of this place has cleared very well the small
stretch of the hlghway that he was responsible for . The roots,
however, are still in the ground and the surface has not yet been
made smooth. : Thls chief is at present at Coemassie.

Assanssie, 146 2uth April'18171

I waited at Adiabin for the officers, but with no result, I
therefore set out on ny journey again. This village, where I
arrived this evening, is very neat and pretty. Between Adiabin:
and here the highway has been partly cut through, though the
stumps and roots are growing again fast,. On the way we noticed
three small and wretched villages, all of which accepted gold and
promised to prepare for the highway by cutting down trees and
rooting out stumps, but the task has clearly been beyond them.
The inhabitants con51st mostly of old women.,

We crossed three streams today, all of which ran most 3
dangerously, They must be very bad in the rainy season. Little
rain has fallen here yet and the track is very dirty. i

Assikanésie,:25th.

Left Assanssie 139 this morning early, and reached here,
having passed through three villages which hardly deserved the
name, In several places the highway is fairly good, despite the
roots and tree-stumps that still remain, There are many ruts in
the track, some of them five feet deep. This is a very small
village, containing p0581bly 20 people. :

Ajankremoe, 26th April 1817.

Left Assikanssie very early this morning and, after passing
through four wretched villages, arrived at this place, which is
equally miserable, We are already beginning to sense the onset -
of famine, The countless merchants who have passed this way
have stripped the forest bare, I have just paid 2 tackoes of
gold for a bunch of bananas.

The highway from Assikanssie to here is wvery bad indeed, and
the presence of more than 100 gold-mining pits makes it very
dangerous, It is impossible to imagine that the inhabitants of
these villages are capable of constructing their share of the
highway properly. . The overseers have shamefully deceived the
King. His Majesty has been under the impress1on that the highway
in these parts was more or less ready for use. He asked me to
make a close inspection of it, and send by report back ‘with :
Quamie ?endoe. (This officer and his: companlons have not. caught
up yete, i

Bettiassie, 27th April 1817.

Between Ajankremoe and this village the road has been cleared
of creepers, but the trees have not yet been cut déwn, Close to
the village itself a few trees have been felled, but this has not
improved the highway,

We passed three huts Béiénging to the King's hunters.

139, Spelling doubtful,
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28th,

Yesterday my bearers complained strongly that they were tired,
and so I did not continue the Journey. The delay will not only
benefit my men, but will enable the missing officers to catch
me up.

Insadjusie, 29th April 1817.

Between Bettiasie and here not a tree has been cut down. The
fallen leaves have been swept to one side, but otherwise no work
has been done on the highway at all. Yet the overseer for this
section gave us to understand in Coemassie that the track had been
cut through and the road cleared, The King is being kept in
complete ignorance of what is really happening. The caboceer
or chief of this place has made a very good Job of one part of his
gector. He seems to be the only overseer who has done the work
properlys &

Famine reigns in these parts also,

The officers whom the King gave me for an escort have still
not arrived. I will therefore have to wait here for them for

three or four days. I can proceed no further than here unless
I have these men with me.

320th April 1817.

The officers have still not arrived, No news, except that
we are suffering somewhat from hunger. The caboceer and his
'secretary'140 have presented me with two bunches of bananas and
6 tackoes of gold. ' ,

1st May 1817. .

This evening one of the officers, Quamie Dendoe, arrived.
Cudjo Abratja and the tjutjuo, however, have not come yet. I am
obliged to wait, because without these men I can go no further.

2nd.

Sent a letter to the General by express to.inform him of my
progress, . Sl

I learn that the General has sent someone to Coemassie.
This man avoided meeting me by going through Assin, He has
already arrived at Coemassie.

3rd.

The letter I wrote yesterday has been brought back, This
is due to Cudjo Akon. 141 The chief of this place has forced
me to tear the letter up and let the express messenger go on
without it. He says he is carrying out the orders of the King,
which are that I must not be permitted to forward any letters or
writings of any kind. However much I might try to convince him
that there was no harm in any of my letters, he was not to let me

. write any, not even a few lines. Akon has often seid openly

that writing is a dangerous business and must be discouraged,
Cudjo Abranta 142 has not arrived yet.

4th.
X Today the King's tjutjuo arrived here,

140, Lit,, secretaris, In Dutch, sometimes = 'town clerk',
141. Spelling doubtful.
142. Alternative spelling.
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S5th and 6th,

No news, Cudjo-Abraﬁtja has not come yet.

7th,

This afternoon the collector of the King of Ashanti's
subsistence monies 143 appeared. At Accra fort, when he
arrives to collect subsistence money, he is accustomed to
receiving a salute of seven guns, and he therefore expects to be
accorded the same honour when he reaches Elmina. We are leaving
here on the 10th instant. We ‘ere suffering badly from hunger,
and cannot even buy bananas. : -

8tk,
No news.

Qtp May
Our whole company is now assembled and we will be ready

tomorrow to shake the dust of this famine-stricken village from
our shoes,

Inbroebajim, 10th May,

This morning we left Insadjusie and om reaching here found
that we had no choice but to sleep in the bush, This place is
named as written above. Along the highway from Insadjusie to
here the trees have been stripped but none has been cut down.
The track 1ls very bad,

Biepbkoko, 11th May.

- FProm Inbroebajim to here the track is as bacd as it was
yesterday. : i

Again we had to sleep in the bush,

Cajrékoe, 12th May,

Today we reached the first Wassaw village. It is very small.
The inhabitants are hostile to Ashantis and barely consented to
gell us some bananas, though the trees hereabouts are heavily
laden with them. :

i A good hour before we reached here the highway finally gave
out, S : L

13th,

Today is 'evil Tuesday'144 for the Ashantis, and all ny
attempts to get them moving were unsuccessful, After much
trouble we were able to persuade the inhabitants to sell us some
.bananag, No presents have been given us by the Wassaws,

Prassie, 14th May,
We were on the march today from very early this morning until

-5 o'clock tonight, keeping to the made, track. This track is.

very hard on the feet, but very smooth. Indeed it is a better
road for horses than the one from Coemassie to Cairékoe. The
trecs here are all very small and can be.cleared away easily.

143, bLit., kostgelden
144, Tit., de slegten dingsdag,
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The ground, moreover, is uniformly flat. This village has been
newly built and so there is no food to be bought. The large
trees have been strlpped (Euael wlais saplinge NG 0T bearing‘yet.

Doenamba, TSth May 1817

From Prassie to here the track is unmade and very bad, I
have been on nmy feet since Cairékoe and they are now sore and
swollen, Not a bunch of bananas can be had at this place, and
the men are eating unripe paw-paws. We arrived here very late
because we had so much trouble crossing the River Bossum Pra.

I am told this river is full of rocks, and one cannot .travel down
it to the coast in a boat.

Bandoe, 16th,

From Doemamba to here is a considerable Journey. © It took
.us at least four hours. I was offered a night's rest.at
Dadiessie, but declined this with thanks., Twice we had to swim,
which delayed us. The rainy season is beginning to make itself
felt in these parts.

The King's envdys have still not arrived.  If it had not
been for these people, I would have been home 10 or 12 days ago.
17th.

No news. Have.not set eyes on the caboceerrs of this place.

Great Commany, 18th May VAl

From Bandoe to here is a very long way by a very poor track,

After we had been waiting here an hour the two officers

finally caught us up ' They will leave with us immediately for
Elmina, }
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Names of the wvillages between the River Bosumpra and the

King's capital:

No,

1254

13

14,
15,
6.
17+
18,
19.
20.
21,
22,
23.
24,
25,
26,
27
28.
29.
30,
1,
22,
53,
34,
25.
36,
374

Para sue

Tjetjewerrij
Numiassue

Apadja

Ato biawa sue
Bekkwanin

Asgsarmani j

Anzang (chief village)
Akkrofrome A gy
Monzai j

Quissa

Fommena

Dompo Assie

Tjabossu

Embedoema

Essamie Enkwanta

Dottie sue
Akkankewa Assie
Adedewa Assie
Samfoe

Kroaba (?Kroala)
Edjun Assie

Amou affoe
Adjuabinba
Assumandja

Biepo sue
Adjumanoe
Adoenkoe
Sakkraka

Adiabin

Di (?De) Dossuwa
Konkermassie
Adassie
Enkankewa assie
Okasie

Affafar (?Assafar) heein
Koemassie (the King's capital)

These are all

| Assin villages

Ashanti
villages

(List of presents received by W. Huydecoper.)

(List of presents received by Sjt. Woortman.)
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(signed) W. Huydecoper.

ey

sk NSiic .t Thie Septemberﬁent?y has been added after the October one.
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it By Also received at various times from the King 1 es
9 E and 3 or 4 sheep, and from Jouw Kokroko 3 E gold and 1 sheep.

Gold A s D
(signed) W, Huydecoper,

Ser%eant Woortman received in presents from the King
1es 2

(added later)

Woortman, for departure 9 F
The men 1 68 12 E

Departure 6 E
My boys o) 08

1st January 1817. Received as presents for the New Year
1 es8 2 E, 1 sheep and 16 yams., :

On .5th February received for subsistence 9 E and % sheep.
2%3rd Feb, ¥ sheep,
19th March % do.

"

March as a present from the King 9 E.

24th April. Received for my departure 1 sheep, 1 tusk,
2 e8 4 E gold, 1 tiger skin, 1 stool with cushions and 1 cloth.

20th Apneiil 1847, Received from the King 9 Fy
from others 1 - 14
es2 - 7

Insadjusue, 30th April 1817. From the Chief and his
linguist, 6 tackS.
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