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1697. 

AgreeKent and Accord between the 
Director General JAN van SE~~NHUYSEN, 
in the name 8,nd on behalf of 'T'he Hi gh 
and Lighty States General of the Un­
ited ~etherlands,together wi th their 
Gener' 1 Chartered ' 'est India, Company , 
of the 9ne ~art, a nl the Caboceers, 
men OPvc rste} Inha itinii' the r Iver 
Chiels \llOOfd i~den and princi )al 

COBR· , and particula rly of the coun or ies 
"here s i t ated,na,med PIJ'GA 1st headman 

Ho fdra a dlJlini~ ' rator ( ~;e zagheb-
er 0 ANCOB.G : ' ,/2nd Head:lllan : 

AS.JJANNY ; ~OIiliY ; ANee:BER I.cAboseros. 
ASHEJ,.Y (As sanny) : APPERY ; BORE ; Chiefs 
(Hoofdlieden) of ABBOCROU . Ki ng 
EDDUNFFA : CODJA : and Chiefs in 
IGWIRA, of the other part . 

1. 
Firstly the Caboceers j ointly decl,~re tha t C' ey, in tl,e 
ye;Jr 1542, , hen the Fort 'Jt Anthony at AXEb was occup­
Ied a nd captured by t~ e Netherlanders , a t that time be ­
took themselves entiEely under the sovereign power and 
authori ty of the same, in order to rule over us j,n li ke 
I'anner (insgel, k,r voe ~'en) as the Span ish and Portug ­
ese,who se vassals we f ormerly were . But as ,through the 
decepyion a nd corruption of other Nat ions , we have on 
divers occasions wi thdrawn such - 'hereby we have also 
fal len into hatred and vIars wi til our neighbours,with­
out any other l.a,tion having ma intained us - so i s it 
that , a ving by our spec ial embassy placed our entrea­
oy and request concern ing it before tile aforenamed 
Directo r General at EaINA, Vie herehy again betake 
ourselves anew upder the old vassalage of their Hi gh 
Might in esses and West India COli pany aforenarLe d, with 
~he Voluntary transfer , (overg ift~) and cession ( op­
oragtej of our res nectlve countrles,none excepted, 
now and for ever, In order to exercise , in the same, 
such power and au thority as t~eir Hi~h k i ght iness es 
af~ empowere4 to do in any Of their Lurope,n coun t ries, 
, 1 touc reta I n I ng or reservIng ~he least rIght for 
*rselves over the sallie (op dezelvej, J uch less the 

J!o/3 r to admi 1; anyone, \'/ho~ver they rrlay b~. i nto our 
Ila~ded- over (overgegevenj countrles, bes ldes the 
},eXtherlander s . 

2 . 
Those of the aforenamed COlJl:Qany shall, as soon as 1,)OS ­
stule al}d when Ilater i a, l s ana wo r_-Ji,en aFe at hand, ,ror­
tlfy ana La}-e capable at least one place on the rIver 
aforesa i d,so that iL shall be suff ici ent to free l rom 
all dangers of war,and a rford g ooa urotectlon to uS,as 
vassals a nd subjeccs of their Hi gh Light inesses (to 
whose ~ule Y'e have frol .. th i s day s\lbrr:l t ted ours elve s 
abee lutely in the manner afor esaid~. . 



3. 
The Caboceers shall be b oun cl , when t):le build ing of 
a Fort or other st ronghold on t he rfiver COBRE a f ­
oresaid is proceeded with, t o oprocure that a suff­
icient quan t ity of shells is ~lected,and firewood 
cut to burn l ime , and to contribute every thing else 
both by carrying stone and transpor> of timber,as 
nay be in any manne r r equired for tha t pu rp ' s e. 

4. 
The Ca b c. eer s shall g ive orders, a nd make a ll ne c­
essary provi s ion t ha t the pa s sage f or trCiders fror:) 
IGV! I RA and t Le surrO I nding countries, wish ing to 
c ome to our Fort,sha l l always be kept free,unim­
peded a nd open , without a nyone being a l lowed to 
show t hem th~ way t o other Nat ions or going to 
sea wl th the lr go ld to t h e Inter l opers, on con­
fiscation (op gebeurte) of t h os e g oods purchased 
from other Nat ions or Interlopers,toge her wi th 
the J;la.l.'ment of a double . f i ne of th e go ld so sl?ent. 
f or lblJ ) t llOS 2 who shall have ar r ange d (v errlgt)lt. 

5. 
For the bet t er f uIfilme nt of the fore go ing Art icle, 
p o- on e shal l be a l lowed to keep any ca noes, e i ther 
large or smal l, on t he a fores a id river, but if a ny ­
one shall wish to support h ill.self by fishing,ne 
shall b ring ti ' e SalLe to AXGM, an d sett le there, 
but for t~e conv enienc e and the crossing of the 
river,a ca noe shall b e k ep t by t he servants on 
behalf of t he Company, f or v.'h ich suc h t ol l shall 
be paid here in, as ha s been customary fr o). of old. 

6. 
If any one, whe Lher .!1,uropeans or ". eople of t h is 
c ountr{" shall ,(I!i'iiiWlIle to d i slodg e the Company 
fron t nere , t le-Caboceers pr omis e that they wi ll 
a ssist with the utTrlost forc e tha 'v they . al l be 
ab le to a ssemb l e, and , as fa ithful subjects, pro ­
te c t and defend it a 7a i nst all and eyeryone,whi l e 
the .. enemie s of their High ~ irrhtiness~s aQd of the 
COID1)any , shall be he l d t o be our own (si«;. 

? . 
Al l mat t cr s of disfute oc curring amongst them,shall 
always be brought Defore the Company's Chie f who is 
to r es ide t here , who shall sett l e the sarpe with the 
Caboceers join t ly, as t , c y t h ink righ t (na gem oede) 
and a ccordl ng to ehe cus t ~ms of t he coun t r y , espec­
ially t he customs of AXEl.: , to which tl-:e JlJ:'.TCOBERS 
have a lways been subject (onderworpen) 

8. 
Evervon e ~f indingt,!;ha,j;. jU. 2 t ice . hR. sAnot been", d~nebh im In a'Ccoruance W'1 ·11 eHe r oregolng rtl , le,s!la 1. e 
a t liberty to g Q a nd a;p,e<l,lAto ,he Di rec . or eneral 
for the tlme b~ lng at nLL.H\ , so ·>l}at eGch a n ev,,?ry­
one may be llla in talned in justice (rechtr:.at i ghe id) 



9 . 

For t l e fulfil ',ent of t~- i s 1 r ecTf'ent , £:,ndso 02t ttl Dir­
loct nr Gcner~l can ~e assurea of our yprleht Inten~lons , 
Vie pr o I.' [3C hIm, on hIS or der , cO place :;.n h l s

6
handshree 

of our rincipal children or ne hews \npven from the 
three first c ountrie s situat e on the river OBBR , f rom 
euch Distri<;:t one , ove r and above that , we will ali? o 

dcc ial l y blnd our persont;; and goods a nd a ll that IS 
de~endant U~J on us 'or a n IndemnIty therefrom,at pl ea­
'l Ure for a _1 t ha t we shaJ, l be found t o he,ve do ne or 
~tte~pted, · l ch may be contrary t o th l S Agreement and 
inconsistent with thc duty of good and f a Ithful vassals . 
Al'l \'/h i ch we have , in he presen e of th, AXEliIl Chie f s 
on d C~)oceers as witnesses , r at ifi ed by oath in the man­
n r of the country, and also sig ed wi th our hands . 

THtS D6NE a nd passed , in t h e nre ::;ence of HerIl,B,nns 
I; oom and J &11 BE)!1oorden on tl e 22 AUGLST 1 697 , in 
the vdlliag e of AT.J!.M . 

In our prese nc e . 
(sd) Harm BOOE . 
" J a n Be noor en . 

1'h i s X i s t he mark of 
A8HEyrry Cabo c ee r a t 
AB130CROU . 

Th i s i s the mar k of 
APl 'ERY,headman X at 
ABl'OCROU . 

Th i s is the mar k of 
BOBE X Csboceer of 
ABBOCROU . 

Th i s i1 X ,]~a rk of Kl NY 
(Jkiny Cebocee r or Captai n 
of l GW TIY . 

Th i s i s the n,ar k X of Pl NGA 
i' irst Headrnan (Hoo f dman) of 
AJITCOBF:D . 

Th i s is the ~aF X mark of 
cm.:: ALZ l 2r d Haaeman of 
ANCOBER . 

Th i s is the X mark of ASSJA},NY 
Cab oc eer Lt ANCOBER . 

Th i s is the X r a r k of ]\~AKEY 
Caboceer at AlTCOBETI . 

X Th i s i s mark of the Caboceer 
.E:DUTFFA, of l G\"'mK 

~h is is the rrark of X CODJA 
Headman of l GWl RY. 

We the undersigned, a l l Ca boceer s and Ch iefs (H oofdlieden) 
of AXEl , declar e i t t o be the uprigh t t ru t h,that the above ­
naJ;,ed

C 
t ransfer (overg if te) ~, f t he (countr i el? along the ri ­

ver OBnE,was done by the Ch i e f s Opperste) of t fl.e same 
countries volunta rily a nd without any"personat ie ",and tha t 
l-ll y s l ,'ned the above- nab ed Articles in our pres ence, afte r 
the sar.!e had been properly in t erpr e ted -by an ln te r nreter. 
and SVlore to t he same a ccording 'to t he cus t om of t ne 
country,as we are l i kewi se resay c O af firm th i s our de c­
larat ion. Si gned with ou r own hands . 

In our presence, 
(sd) i:armIoo om. 
" J an Benoorden. 

This is t he X [Lar k of ZETJA 
Cabo ceer and I nte r preter (To l k ) 
at AXEL i n the Lowe r Vills,ge. 

Th i s i s X tre n:ark of BASTIAAN 
(Bas tion ) Ca bocee r of the Low­
er Village of AXE:1-a . 



This is lllark X of COFFY, 
CSbOC2.flr of t he Lower village 
of AXJ'l . 

E 
T1J is is UJe X rc,ark of AJJ.T{BBO 
Cabo c ee r £I.e AXEl<. of the l'pper 
ViLLage . 
This is X the Inark of AFFOE 
C<!-?oceer of AXEL.. 8,t the 1.ipper 
Vl~la,~e • 

Th is i s the X mark of BRO~IA 8,.ot ..... ;"­
~T> "QGli~) Caboceer ofAXFl~ in 
the Upper Vi l i age. 
Th i s is the X mark of TOEVE 
( Toere) Caboceer in h e Up er 
Villa 'e ofAXELl . 

This i ~ the X maIlk of JAINOA 
(Yon" a) Cabocee r and Crier 

,( Ornroeper) in t l,e uP1Jer Vi llae' e . 

(" 'ranslated fro,1t1the (6lr i g ina;l, in) WIC.122. 
and a copy 111 ,/ C.II • r ol.,176 . 

j' 
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