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A D V E R TIS E MEN T. 

T H E Author o f the following Account of 
G uinea having been one of the earlidl: 

nnd mon: diflinguilhed advocates for the unfor­
tunate Africans, a !hort account of him may 
not be unacceptable. 

Anthony Benezet was of a rcfpectable family. 
'lOd was born at St. ~intin, in Picardy, in 
17 {3. IIis father was one of the many Pro~ 
te(l:ant~ who, in confequence of the perfecutions 
which followed the revocation of the ediCt of 
Nantz, fought an arylum 10 foreign couornes. 
After a (hort fray in Holland, he [ettJcd with 
hiS wife nnd feveral children In London, in 
, 71S· 

Our Author having received a liberal educa­
tIOn, fervt'u an apprenticelhip 10 an eminent 
merc,mttle houie in London. In 1731, the 
whole family removed to Philadelphl,l. His 
three brothers followed trade tuccehllllly; but 
he, whore purruits were direCted to worthier 
objects than the att.linmcnt of we.lllh, and whore 
hlghdl gratification confined in promoting the 
welf.lre of mankind, chofe the humble, but 
ulcflll, occup_ltion or inl1ruc1tng young peot>le 
in the paths of knowledge nd virtue. 

Soon 
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Soon after his arrival in America, he joined 
1n profeffion with the people called Quakers. 
The exertions of that fociety to annihilate the 
unchriftian practice of holding negroes in Gavery, 
are well known: In thefe endeavours, it is pre­
fumed that no individual took a more aCtive 
part than this worthy ci tizen of the world. His 
writings on this fubject were numerous: befides 
feveral fmaller tracts, which were generally dif-

. perfed, he publifhed. in the year 1762, the fol­
lowing Account, of which this is the fourth 
edi cion; and in 1767, he alfo pu blillied his cc Cau­
rion and Warning to Great Britain anc\ her 
Colonies." With the fame benevolent views, 
he not only availed himfelf of every opportunity 
of perfonal application, but alfo correfpol1d<;cl 
with many perfons in Europe, America, and the 
Wefl: Indies. Though mean in his perfonal 
appearance, fuch was the courtefy of his man­
ners, and fo evident the purity of his intentions, 
that he had ready accefs to people of all defcrip­
tions, and obtained the refpect of the few whom 
he failed to influence. 

About 1756, a confiderable number of French 
families were removed from Acadia to Pennfyl­
vania, on account of fome ·political fufpicions. 
Towards thefe unfortunate people he manifefted 
his ufual philanthropy, aod exerted himfe1f 
much in their behalf; and it was generally to 
his care that the many contributions, raifed to 
alleviate their diftrelfes, were entrufted. In a 
country where few underftood their language, 
they were wretched and helplefs: circumftances 
which infured them his cheerful affiftance. 

• Appr!!: 



xi J 
Apprehending that much advantage would 

Itrife, both to · the individuals and the pllblick, 
from inll:ruCling the black people in common 
learning, he ztalollfly promotcd the d1:abldh­
m(;nt of a [choolln PhiJadtlphi1 for that purpofe, 
HIS tndnvoLirs wtn: fllC(cf~rLll, and a Ichool 
for negrots was inlliruted, and has been fup­
ported ever lince, principally by the religiom 
locitey of which he WclS a member; in whici1 
ho\vevcr they havc been ltberally aflir1:rd by 
well.difpoled perlons of other denominations.­
The two l..llt yl'ar~ of his life he devoted to a 
perlonal ~tr('n(LlI1ce of this fchoo1, being ear­
netlly dcllrous that the black peopit: might be 
hetter qu;llifil'd fClr til(' enjoyment of that free­
dom to which great numbers of them had then 
been rc{toTed, To thi~, which he conceived to be 
a rel1gloll5 duty, he lilcrificed the t'upnior elno­
tum nts of hiS f;mnn fchool, and hiS boddy 
c.dc, ;dtlj()lI~h the wt'::tkner~ of hi~ confbtlJtion 
In:l1Jed tll dti11,lnd IOdlllgence. By hiS Ltlt will 
he direC1cd, that after the drcl'.llc of hi:> \l,ldow, 
IllS whoit' little fortllne (the f"Jvlngs of fifty years 
indul1ry) Ihould, except a few lin.lll kSUCICS, 

be npplltll to thl' rupport of thiS "Negn!e khool, 
which had been Co much In,lcbted to hiS CJre 
,lnt! benevolrncc: lome Itflking proofs of the Ne­
groe.childn:n's ,Id~',lncement In Inrnln:; in this 
I\;hool h.lVC Lnely been tr.\Olinltted to Engbnd . 

• Dr. Wilron, the late Rector of St. SteThens. \V.l­
broo,k. ,\ Ihott time before hi, decrak. fen! pI, ficrling 
to htm. to oe apphed tn tht' fUPl'or! of thu khoo!. int'nd­
In~ to h.lve doubled the beneradi"n: but he died bciorc he 
~l!c~lcJ hu benevolent purrOrt. 

1 he 
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The year preceding his deceafe, obferviag 
that the Gave-trade (which durihg the war then 
recently concluded had much declined) was re­
viving, he addreIfed a pathetic letter on the 
fubjett to our amiable ~een, who, o[} hearing 
the writer's charatter, received it with marks 
of peculiar condefcenfion. 

After a few days illnefs, this excellent man 
died at Philadelphia, in the fpring 1784. The 
interment of his remains was attended by feveral 
thoufands of all ranks, profeffions, and parties, 
who appeared fincerely to unite in deploring the 
10fs of this friend of mankind. The mournful 
proceffion was elofed by fome hundreds of thofe 
poor Negroes, who had been perfonally bene­
fited by his labours, and whofe behaviour on 
the occafion affettingly evinced their gratitude 
and affection for their indefatigable benefaCtor. 

INTRO .. 



I N T ROD U C T IO N. 
I 

T HE f1avery of the Negroes 
having, of late, drawn the 

attention of many ferious minded 
people, [cveral trads have been pub­
liihcd [etting forth its inconfifiency 
with every Chrifiian and moral vir­
tue, which it is hoped wi}l have 
weight with the judicious; efpeci­
ally at a time when the liberties of 
mankind arc become fo much the 
fubjcC1: of general attention. For the 
fltisfaCtion of the ferious inquirer, 
iYho may not have the opportunity 
of Ii:cing thofe trads, and fuch 
others who arc finccrely ddirous that 
thl' iniquity of this prac'licc may be­
'om' apparent to thofe in whofe 
{~ower it may be to put a flop to any 
1.1rther progrds thcrctn; and in or­
kr to Cll'lblc the reader to form a 

true 
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true judgment of this matter, which, 
though fo very important, is gene­
rally difregarded, or fo artfully mif­
reprefented by thofe whofe intereil: 
leads them to vindicate it, as to 
bias the opinions of people other­
wife upright, it is propofed to give 
fome account of the different parts 
of Africa, from which the Ne­
groes are brought to America; with 
an impartial relation from what mo­
tives the Europeans were firil: indu-

.ced to undertake, and haveG.nce con­
tinued this iniquitous traffick. And 
here it will not be improper to pre­
mife, that though wars, ariiing from 
the common depravity of human na­
ture, have happened, as well among 
the Negroes as other nations, and the 
weak fometimes been made captives 
to the {hong; ye t nothing appears in 
the various relations of the inter­
courfe and trade for a long time car­
ried on by the Europeans on that 
eoail, whieh would induce us to be-

lieve, 
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Ii eve, that there is any real founda­
tion for the argument, [0 common­
ly advanced in vindication of the 
trade, viz. "That the jlavery of the 
" Negroes took its rife from a dejire, 
" in the purchafers, to Jave the fives 
H , of Juch of them as were taken cop­
" tives in war, who would otherwife 
" have been Jacrijiced to the imp/a­
ce cable revenge of their cOl1querors." 
A plea which, when compared with 
the hi11:ory of thofe times, will ap­
pear to be ddhtute of truth; and 
to have been advanced, and urged, 
principall y by [uch as were concerned 
in reaping the gain of this infamous 
traffick) as a palliation of that, againfl: 
which their own rca[on and confci­
cnce mul1: have mifed fearful objec­
tions. 

Some 
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C H AP. 1. 

GUINEA affords an cafy living to its inha­
bitant';, with but little toil. The climate 
ngHTs well with the natives, but is extreme­
ly unhealthy to the Europeans. Produces 
provi (ions in the greatefi plenty. Simplicity 
of their hou!hoJdry. The coall: of Guinea de­
[cnbcd from the river Senegal to the kingdom 
of Angola. The fruitfulneCs of tLat part ly­
ing Oil and between the two great fivers Sene­
gal anu G'llnbia. Account of the different na­
(tOilS fettled there. Order of Government 
flmong the J alo(5. Goou account of fome of 
tht: Fulis. fhe Mandingos; their manage­
ment, ,government, &c. Their wodhip. M. 
Adanron' account of tho It: countries. Sur­
priZing \Ie ;eLltlOn. Pk.lCant appc.lr.lnce of 
the country. lIe founu the natives very foci­
abl' Jnd obliging. 

W r 1 EN the Negroes are confidcred 
b,lrely ill their prefent abject fiate of 

n ~'ery, brol'en-ll,iflted and uejcctcd; and too 
caly credit 1~ given to the accounts we frequently 
he.lf or rt:,ld of theu' b.ubarous and [wage way 
of liVing in Ihelr own country. we !hall be 
natunl1 In 'uced to look upon them as in-

c.1pablc 
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capable of improvement, deftirut~, mi[erable~ 
and infenfible of the benefits of life; and that 
our permitting them to live amongft llS, even 
oh the moft oppreflive terms, is to them a favour. 
But, on impartial enquiry, the caCe will appear 
to be far otherwife; we iball find that there is 
fcarce a country in the whole world, that is bet­
ter calculated for affording the neceffary com­
forts of life to its inhabitants, with lefs folici­
tude and toil, than Guinea; and that notwith­
!tanding the long converfe of many of its in­
habitants with (often) the worft of the Euro­
peans, they ftill retain a great deal of innocent 
fimplicity ;~ and, when not ftirred up to revenge 
from the frequent abufes they have received 
from the Europeans in general, manifeft them­
felves to be a humane, fociable people, whofe 
faculties are as capable of improvement as thofe 
of other men; and that their <:economy and 
government is, in many refpeB:s, commendable. 
H ence it appears they might have lived happy, 
if not diil:urbed by the Europeans;. more efpeci­
ally, if thefe lafl: had ufed fuch endeavours as 
theirchriftian profefIion requires, to communicate 
to the ignorant Africans that fuperior know­
ledge which providence had favoured them with. 
In order to fet this matter in its true light, 
and for the information of thofe well-minded 
people who are defirous of being fully ac­
quainted with the merits of a caufe, which is of 
the utmofl: conrequence; as therein the lives and 
happinefs of thoufands, and hundreds of thou­
fands, of our fellow Men have fallen, and are 
daily falling, a facrifice to felfiib avarice and 
tlfurped power, I will here give fome account of 
the feveral divifions of thofe parts of Africa 

fro 11. 
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from whence the Negroes are brought, with 
a fummary of their produce j the dlfpofition 
of their refpeCtive Inhabitants, their improve­
ments, &c. &c. extraCted from authors of credit; 
mofrJy fuch as have been principal officers in the 
Eng lilb, French, and Dutch faCtones, and who 
rended many years in chafe countries. But 
firit it is neccllary to premife, as a remarK 
generally applicable to the whole CO:lft of Gui­
nea, "rhat the ALmighty who has determined, and 
" appoinltd the bounds of the h{/baallon of men on 
" tbe face of rbt earth," in the Ol1nna that i!i 
moll: conducive to tile well.being of thelf 
difft:rent nacurt:s ,wu difpo(iriuns, has fa ordered 
it, that although GUinea is extremely unhealthy 
to the ELiIOPC:lllS, of whom many thoufands: 
h<lve mec there with a mifcrable and untimely 

B 2 cnd, 

• ern/I'lIIan', .Maga",in •. StlNIlmenl, 1763. E .• 'ra,'! of a 
Ittflr ''-'/"It,n fr'T1l /[" if/11ft I 0/ Sinegal. ~y Mr. R •• ,,··, prac1t­
li~,,'r if phyji,' Ibm, 10 Dr. Brak:.jby if L "R.I." • 

.. 'ro form' lull iJe;l of the unhealthinef, of the climate, 
it wtll be neceU'ary to conCClve a country extending thr,~ 
hundrea leA~ucA E~Il. and more to the North and South_ 
'I hrouf:h th" country feveral large rivers empty them­
leive3 mta the 1",,; particularly the Sanagcl, G~mbi~. 
an,1 Shorbro; InerC, during the raIny months, WnlCn 

.. begin m July, anJ conllnue tilt O~lobcr, overflow thelt 

.. bolnb. "tld I 'Y tho whol fl.lt country under water. and 
locl.eJ the very l'udJen nf" of Ihd< riVer! i> inereJible to 
perlon, who h;lve never been wIthin the tmf1cks. anJ 

ro unacquainted with the violent rain, that fall there. 
At C iem, nine hundred nl1los from the mvuth of til 
SJuJ.g_\, I am intormed that the water.., fife one hun· 
dr d and tif'y feel pcrpcndi.;ubr from tho Ixd f tb.~ 

"rl\'cr, Tnl. in/orm"tlon 1 re<eweJ from gentleman, 
ff \'oil 
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end, yet it is not fo with the Negroes, wh& 
enjoy a good fl:ate of health"', and are able to pro­
cure to themfel ves a comfortable fubGfl:ence, 
with much lefs care and toil than is necefrary in 
our more northern climate; which lafl: advan­
tage arifes not only from the warmth of the 
climate, bur alfo from the overflowing of the 
rivers, whereby the land is regularly moiitened, 

and 

who was furgeon's mate to a party fent there, and the only 
furvivor of three captains command, each confifting of 
one captain, two lieutenants, one enfign, a furge­
on's mate, three fergeants, three corporals, and fifty pri-

et vates. 
" When the rains are at an end, which ufually hap­
pens in Oaober, the intenfe heat of th., fun foon dries 
up the waters which lie on the higher parts of the 
earth, and the remainder forms lakes of ftagnated waters, 
in which are found all forts of dead animals: Thefe 
waters every day decreafe, till at laft they are quite 
exhaled, and then the eJll uvia that arife ne almoft in­
fupportable. A t this feafon, the winds blow fo very 
hot from off the IJnd, that I can compare them to 110-
thing but the heat proceeding out of the mouth of an 

"oven. This oceafion. the Europeans to be forely vexed 
" with bilious and putrid fevers. From this account you 
" willl'_ot be furprized, that the total 10fs of Britilh fub­
" jeas in this i!land only, amounted to above two thou­
" fand five hundred, in the fpaee of three years that I 

was there, in fuch a putrid moift air as I ha,'e defcrib­
H e-d .. " 

• Jame. Barbot, agent general to the }'rench African 
company, in his account of Africa, 'page 105, fays, 
" The natives are feldom troubled with any diltempers, 
" being little affeCted with the unhealthy air. In tem­
tc peftuous times they keep much within doors; and when 
" expofed to the weather, their /kins being fuppled, and 
" pores elofed by daily anointing with palm oil, the wea­
H ther can make but little impreffion on them," 
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anel rendered extremely fertile; and being in 
many p laces improved by culture, abounds wi til 
grain and fruits, cattle, poultry, &c. The eanh 
yields all the year a (relh fupp] y of food: Few 
cloaths arc requilite, and little art neceIfary in 
making chern, or in the conftrucbon of tht'ir 
houfts, which are very fimplc, principally cal­
cuhtcd to deftnd them from the tempd1:uous 
feaJ,ons and wild beafts; a few dry reeds cov­
ered with matts [ave for thcir beds. The 
other furniture, except what belongs to cook­
ery, gives the women but little trouble; the 
moveables of the greateft among them amount­
ing only to a few earthen POtS, lome wooden 
utenli]s, and gourds or calaoaJhes; from thelt: 
bft, which grow almoft naturally over their 
huts, to which they afford an agreeable !hade, 
they are abuntbntly ftocked with good clean vel:' 
(cis for moil houlhold ures, being of diffl:rent 
fizes, Irom half a pint to [evera] gallons. 

Th:n part of Africa from which the Negroes 
are fold to be carried into !hvery, commonly 
known by the name of Guinea, extends alonO' 
(he coaft three or four thouland miles. Begin: 
ning ,It (he river Senegal. fitu~te about the 17th 
dcgrec of North lammle, being the nearell part 
of Guinea, as wdl to Europe as to North 
America; from thence to the river Gambia, and 
in 1 foutherly cOUl-fe to C.lpe Sierra Leona, com­
prehends :l co .1I1. of about [even hundred miles; 
being the lame traa for which ~Ieen ElIz.lbeth 
r,r.mtt:d ch.utcrs to the firft u;tt!ers co that 
co,tlL From Sierra Leona, the land of GUI­
nea t.lkt', ,1 turn to the eJl1:w.ud, extendtncr 
(h.lt cO\lrlc about fifteen hundred mlles l includ':: 

B 3 jng 
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jng thofe feveral divilions known by the name of' 
the Grain Coa), the Ivory Coa), the Gold Coaft, 
and the Slave Coa), with the large kingdom of Bellin. 
F rom thence the land runs fouthward along the 
coaf!: about twelve hundred miles, which con· 
t ains the kingdoms of Congo and Angola; there the 
trade for naves ends. From which to the fouth. 
ermof!: Cape of Africa, called the Cape of Good 
Hope, the country is fettled by Caffres and H ot. 
tentots, who have never been concerned in the 
making or felling {laves. 

Of the parts which are above defcribed, the 
firft which prefents itfelf to view, is that fituate 
on the great river Senegal, which is faid to be 
navigable more than a thoufand miles, and is 
by travellers defcribed to be very agreeable 
and fruitful. Andrew Erue, principal factor to 
the French African company, who lived fixteen 
years in that country, after defcribing its 
fruitfulnefs and plenty, near the fea, adds*, 
«The farther you go from the fea, the country 
(C on the river feems the more fruitful and well 
" improved; abounding with Indian corn, 
" pulfe, fruit, &c. Here are vaf!: meadows, 
cc which feed large herds of great and fmall 
" cattle, and poultry numerous. The villages 
c, that lie thick on the river, !hew the country 
" is well peopled." The fame author, in the 
account of a voyage he made up the river Gam­
bia, the mouth of which lies about three hund. 
red miles South of the Senegal; and IS navig­
able about fix hundred miles up the country, 

fays, 

'" Aftley's Collect. vol. %. page 46. 



[ 7 ] 

f.iYs", «That he was [urprizen to fee the land 
" [0 well cultivated; fcarce a fpot lay unim­
" proved; the low lands, (ilvided by [mall 
.. canals, were all [owed with rice, &c, the higher 

ground planteJ with millet. Indian corn, and 
" peafe of diffarnt lilfts; their beef excellent; 
" poultry plenty, anrl very cheap, as well as aU 
(( other nccdf.lflcs of life." Francis Moor, who 
was fcnt from England about the year 1735, in 
the'[crvJce of the African company, and reud­
cd at James Fort, on the river Gambia, or in 
mher factories on that river, about five years, 
confillns the ;lbove account of the fnlitfulneis 
of the country. \Villiam Smith, who was fent 
in the yor 171G, by the Al'ncan Company, to 

turvcy their fctclcmerts throughout the whole 
(oatt of Guinea, ~ ClYS, (C 1 he country about 
" the G.llnbia IS pleafint and fruitful; provluons 
., of all klOUS bcmg plenty, and exceeding 
" che.lp." The country on and between the 
two nbovC"-mcntioned rivers IS large and exten­
live, mhabited pnn-:ipally by thole three l'\cgroe 
nlCions Inowl1 by the name of Jalof~, Full~, 
.mel l\bndil1gos. Thl' J.t1ofs p{lfTd~ the middle 
I)f the country, The \< tillS princi!,.11 f'cttlement 
jS on ooth Jldes 01 the C,enegal; gre,[( numbers 
of there people are alii.> mixed With the Man­
llingos; which 10111 • re monly lettlcd on both 
liues the Gambia. '1 he government of the Jalofs 
t rcprelt:ntcd .IS Ilnder .1 better regui,t on than 
\'10 be t'lcpc':l:cd fmm the common opinion we 

B + enterClIn 

Iley's Collation of Vovag.,. yo1. :. p.lgC 96. 
\\dIiJtn Smltn', V0y,'j;" to GUln~l, r"g~ 3 1, $4. 
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entertain of the Negroes. We are told in the 
Collection, 11 " That the King has under him fe­
l( veral minifters of ftate, who affift him in the ex­
" ercife of juftice. '1he grand 7erafo is the chief 
(c juftice through all the King's dominions, and 
" goes in circuit from time to time to hear com­
"plaints, and determine controverfies. 'I'he 
" King's treaJurer exercifes the fame employment, 
<c and has under him Alkairs, who are governors 
" of towns or villages. That the Kondi, or 
cc VicerO)', goes the circuit with the chiefjuftice, 
« both to hear caufes, and infpect into the be­
cc haviour of the Alkadi, or chief magiftrate of 
" every village in their feveral diftricts §." 
Vafconcelas, an author mentioned in the Col­
lection, fays, <t the ancienteft are preferred to 

tc be the Prince's cou1!fellors, who keep always 
" about his perfon; and the men of moft judg­
" ment and experience are the judges." The 
Fulis are fetded on both fides of the river 
Senegal: their country, which is very fruitful 
and populous, extends near four hundred miles 
from Eaft to Weft. They are generally of a 
deep tawney complexion, appearing to bear fome 
affinity with the Moors, whore country they join 
on the North. They are good farmers, and 
make good harveft of corn, cotton, tobacco, &c. 
and breed great numbers of cattle of all kinds. 
Bartholomew Stibbs, (mentioned by Fr. Moor) 
in his account of that country fays, """ 'I'hey 
C< were a cleanly, decent, induflrious people, and very 

• Aftley's Colleilion, vol 2. page 358. 
, Idem. 259. 

" affable." 

• Moor'~ Travels into diliant parts of Africa, page 198. 
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fJ affable." But the mort particular account we 
have of thefe people, is from Francis Moor 
him/elf, who ljys·, " Some of thefe Fuli blacks. 
" who dwell on both fides the river Gambia, 
" nre in fl1Djdl:ion to the Mlndingos, amongft 
" whom theydwell, having b<:tn probably driven 
" out of tht:lr country by Wlr or famine. They 
" have chiefs of their own, who rule with 
« much moder:ttioll. Few of them Will drink 
II ' brandy, or any thing {honger than water 
" and fugar, being ftriCt Mahometans. Their 

form of government gOtS on cafy, becaufc 
the people are of a good quiet ddpofition, 
and 10 well In!l:ruCted in wlut IS right, tint a 

l< m,1I\ who does ill, is the abomination of ail, 
" and none will fupport him againrt the chief. 
" In thefe countries, the natives arc not co­
rt vetous of bnd, ddil ing no more than Wh,lt 
<, they ufe j and a3 they do not plough walt 
" horfes .lOd cattle', they can ult: hut very little. 
" therefore the KlIlgs Jrc willine to give the 

Fulis leave to live in the country, and cul­
" tivate their lanus. If .lily of their people 
" .Ire known to be made n,lVeS, all the Fulls 
.. will jOin to redeem them; thcy aHa fupport 
" the (lId, the blind, and i.une, alllOl~ft tht"m­
.. (dves; .lnd 015 fir ilS their abdltlt:s go, they 
" lupply the l1ccc:f1'itics of the Mandlngos, gn::aC 
" l1um bers of whom rht'y have malntJlned In 

" (mlllc." {bt allibor, • from hi, 0\\11 oofer­
vatlOlls , rays, " They wert: rarely Jl1gry, and 
.. that he never heard thcm abult: onc .Inother." 

'tre 

• Ibid. pag ~1. 
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q'be Mandingo.r are faid by A. Brue before men; 

tioned, « To be the moft numerous nation 
" on the Gambia, bdides which, numbers of 
(C them are difperfed over all thefe countries; 
" being the moft rigid Mahometans among the 
" Negroes, they drink neither wine nor brandy, 
" and are politer than the other Negroes. The 
" chief of the trade goes through their hands. 
" Many are indufrrious and laborious, keep­
" ing their ground well cultivated, and breed­
" ing a good frock of cattle *. Every town 
" has an Alkadi, or Governor, who has great 
" power; for moft of them having two com­
" mon fields of clear ground, one for corn, 
" and the other for rice, the /llkadi appoints 
" the labour of all the people. The men 
« work the corn ground, and the women and 
"girls the rice ground; and as they all 
" equally labour, fo he equally divides the 
" corn amongft them; and in cafe they are 
" in want, the others fupply them. This AI­
\' kadi decides all quarrels, and has the fitfr 
" voice in all conferences in town affairs." 
Some of thefe Mandingos who are fetrled at 
Galem, far up the river Senegal, can read and 
write Arabic tolerably, and are a good hofpitable 
people, who carryon a trade with the inland 
nations. "t They are extremely populous in 
" thofe parts, their women being fruitful, and 
cc they not fuffering any perfon amongft them, 
" but fuch as are guilry of crimes, to be made 

• Altley's Collect. vol. 2. page 269. 
t Allley's Coli ea. vol 2. page 73. 

" {laves." 
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I, Daves." We are told from Jobfon, «i That 
" the Mahometan Negroes fay their prayers thrice 
Cf a day. Each village has a prieft who calls them 
" to their duty. It is furprizing (fays the author) 
fC as well as commendable, to fee the modefl:y, at­
" tentlon and reverence they obferve during 
" their wor{}Jip. He aIked fame of their pndts 
" the purport of their prayers and ceremonies; 
•• their aniwa always was, 'fhat they adored God 
,,' by projlraling themJe/ves before him; that bJ 
"humbling IhtmJelves, they acknowledged their 
" own illjignijiamcy, and farther inlrcaud him 10 
" jorglve their falllts, and 10 grant Ihemail good 
« and lIeceJfary tbings as well aJ drliverance from 
"evil." J obron takes notice of feveral good 
qualities in thefe Negroe prief'ts, particularly 
thrir great fobmty. They gain their livelihood 
by keeping [chool for the education of the child­
ren. The boys are taught to read and write. 
They not only teach !"..:hool, but rove about the 
(;ountry, teaching and inflruE\:Ing, for which 
the whole country is open to them; and they 
hwe a fret: courre through all places, though 
the K:ing' nuy be at \\ ar with one another. 

The three fore- mentioned natIOns practiCe fe:. 
vrr.lI tr.llles, ,IS lil1iths, potters, fadlers, and 
lIIeavers. Their linlths partlud.!r1y work neatly 
III gold and lilver, and make knives, hatchets, 
rr.lping hooks, (pldC'_ and /hares to cut Iron, 

(. , ·c. ' I heir potters make neat tobacco 
Ipes, and poro; to bot! theIr food . Some au· 

thots fay tbat ,H'aV1ng IS their pnncipal tfJde; 
{his 
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this is done by the women and girls, who 
fpin and weave very fine cotton cloth, which 
they dye blue or black. * F. Moor fays, the 
Jalofs particularly make great quantities of the 
cotton cloth; their pieces are generally twenty­
feven yards long, and about nine inches broad, 
their looms being very narrow; thefe they few 
neatly together, fo as to fupply the ufe of broad 
cloth. 

It was in thefe parts of Guinea, that M. 
Adanfon, correfpondent of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences at Paris, mentioned in fome for­
mer publications, was employed from the year 
1749, to the year 1753, wholly in making natural 
and philoJophicai obfervations on the country 
about the rivers Senegal and Gambia. Speaking 
of the great heats in Senegal, he fays, " t It is 
" to them tbat they are partly indebted for the 
.. fertility of their lands; wbich is fo great, 
" that, with little labour and care, there is 
" no fruit nor grain but grow in great plenty." 

Of the foil on the Gambia, he fays, ":j: It is 
« rich and deep, and amazingly fertile; it pro­
u duces fpontaneou(ly, and almoft without cul­
" tivation, all the nece1faries of life, grain, fruit, 
" herbs, and roots. Every thing matures to 
" perfeB:ion, and is excellent in its kind."''' 
One thing which always furprized him, was the 
prodigious rapidity with which the fap of trees 

repairs 

• F. Moor, 28. 
t M. Adanfon's Voyage to Senegal, &c. page 308. 
t Idem, page 164. 
• M. AdanfoD, page 16a. 
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repairs any lofs they may happen to fuftain in that 
country: "And I was never," fays he, « more 
({ aftonilh ecl, than when landing four days after 
« the locufts had devoured all the fruits and 
" leaves, and even the buds of the trees, to 
It find the trtes covered with new leaves, and 
" they did not feem to me to have fuffered 
cc much." §" It was then," fays tbe fame au­
thor, "the filh [eafon; you might fee them in 
(C' {hoals approaching towards land. Some of 
" thofe lhoals were fifty fathom fquare, and 
" the filh cfouded together In fuch a manner, 
" as to roll upon one another, without being able 
H to [wlm. As foon as the Negroes perceive 
" them coming towards lanel, they jump into the 
« water with a balket in one hand, and (wim 
" with the other. They need only to plunge 
(C and to hfe lip their b:l!ket, and they arc fure 
" to return loaded with filh." Speaking of 
the appearance of the country, and of the dif­
polirion of the pt'opJe, he fays, II "Which way 
.. {oever I turned mine eyes on thIS pleafant 
" rrot, I beheld a perfect image of pure natIJ.re; 
" an .1grce.1ble {olitllde, bounded on every lide 
.. by charming lanMcapes \ the furJI lituation 
.. of cott.lges in the milia of tr~es; the eafe and 
" indolence of the N egro~$, redlned under the 

llude of then tjm:.ldlOg folI'lge, the !impJi­
.. cicy of th<;,ir tlrels Jnd manners; the whole 

revIved in my mind the idea of our firfr 
" parents, c1rICJ l fremed to contlll1plate the 
« world m Its primitive Hate. They a'e, ge­

l( nrrall y 

§ IJnn, rage 17' II IbiJ, Fa ~ 5 ,. 
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" nerally fpeaking, very good-natured, fociable. 
" and obliging. I was not a little pleafed with 
<c this my firft reception; it convinced me, 
" that there ought to be a confiderable abate­
" ment made in the accounts I had read and 
<c heard every where of the favage character of 
" the Africans. I obferved both in Negroes and 
" Moors, great humanity and fociablenefs, which 
" gave me ftrong hopes that I fhould be very 
« fafe amongft them, and meet with the fuccefs 
<c I defired in my enquiries after the curioficies 
<c of the country*." He was agreeably a­
mufed with the converfation of the Negroes, their 
fables, dialogues, and witty flories with which they 
entertain each other alternately, according to 

their cuftom. Speaking of the remarks which 
the natives made to him, with relation to the 
flars and planets, he fays, « It is amazing, that 
" fuch a rude and illiterate people, fhould reafon 
"fo pertinent! y in regard to thofe heavenly 
" bodies; there is no manner of doubt, but that 
" with proper inftruments, and a good will, 
" they would become exee/lmt t'jfronomers." 

C HAP. n. 

CfHE Ivory Coa); its foil and produce. The 
charaCter of the llatives mifreprefen ted by fome 
auth9rs. Thefe mifreprefentations occafioned 
by the Europeans having treacherouDy carried 

off 

• Adanfon, page zp, ibid. 
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off many o( their people. 'John Smith, JUI'~ 
'Vtyor to the Ajrj&an &ompany, his obfervations 
thereon. John Snock's remarks. Tbe GoLd 
Coafl and Slave Coafl have the mof\; Eu­
ropean faBories, and furnilh the greacdl: 
number of naves to the Europeans. Exceeding 
fertile. The country of Axim, and of Ante. 
Good llCCOUJ'lt of the inland people. Great 
filhcry. Extraordinary uade for Oaves, The 
Slave Coafl. The /cingdom of Wtdah. Fruitful 
and pleafant. The natives kind and oblig­
wg. Very populous. Keep regular markets 
and fairs. Good order therein. Murder, 
:ldultery, and theft feverely punilhed. The 
King's revenues. Tht! principal people have 
lln idea of the tnle God. Commendable care 
of the poor. Several fmall governments dt'pend 
on plunder and the flavt trade. 

T I I T p:trt of Guin!.'a j'nown by the name 
of the Graill, and ivory CoaJl. comes next 

in cnurfe. This coall: extends about five hundred 
miles. The (011 appears by account, to be in 
gener.ll fertile, producing abllndlnce of flee and 
fOots, indigo and cotton thrive with'lUt culti­
vat�on' <lnd eolucco would b excellent, if care­
fully m.lO\lfnCtliled; they helVe fiCh 10 plenty. 
their Aoch grc:uly i,crelr , :lnd their tr es arc 
loaded With fruit. They make fI cotton cloth, 
which ~ lh well on the co.lll. In a .... ord, the 
country is ~ich, nnd the commerce aJvlnt1:;~­
ous. and Inl ,h e b' Greatly .lugll1c.lted Ly tilch .i:; 

wml\d cultivate the fnendlh,p of the nltiveq. 
Thet' Ire p r knted bv to ne writer.; J, J, r d .. 

IJ pe pit, wl1l1l1 fe;, enl u-thcr au' r, of 
UI: r 
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credit .,.ive them a very different charaCler, re­
prefenti'ng them asjenfib1c? courteOI/S, and the fa!reft 
traders on the t'oaft of Guinea. In the CollectiOn, 
they are faid .. to be averfe to drinking to exeefs, 
and fueh as do, are feverelypuniihed by the King's 
order: On enquiry why there is fuch a dif­
agreement in the charaCter given of thefe J?eoflle, 
it appears, that though they are naturally IDchn­
ed to be kind to jlral1gers, with whom they 
are fond of trading, yet the frequent injuries done 
them by Europeans, have oecalioned their being 
ftifpicious and jhy: The fame caufe has been the 
oecaGon of the ill treatment they have fometimes 
I!;iven to innocent {hangers, who have attempted 
to trade with them. As the Europeans have 
no fettlement on this part of Guinea, the trade 
is carried on by lignals from the !hips, on the 
appearance of which the natives ufually come 
on board in their canoes, bringing their gold­
duft, ivory, &c. which has given opportunity 
to fome villainous Europeans to carry them off 
with their effeCts, or retain them on board till 
a ranfom is paid. It is noted by fome, that fince 
the European voyagers have carried away feveral 
of thefe people, their miflruO: is fo great, that 
it is very difficult to prevail on them to come 
on board. William Smith remarks, "t As we paired 
« along this coaO:, we very often lay before 
" a town, and fired a gun for the natives 
" to come off, but no foul came near us; 
" at length we learnt by fome !hips that were 

• ColleCtion, vol z. page 560. 
t W. Smith, page III . 

trading 
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<c trading down the co aft, th~t the native! 
« came {ddom on board an Engli!h !hip, for 
« {car of being detained or carried off; yn 
« at laft fome ventured on board; but if thefe 
« chanced to fpy any arms, they would all im­
<c mediately take to the-ir canoes, and make the 
" beft of their way home, They had then in 
(C their pofleffion one Renjamin CJ'ojs, the mate 
" of an EngliJh veffd, who was dc.tained by 
« them to nuke reprif'lis for I~JOle of their 
" men, who had ful meriy been carried away 

by fome Engldh vel! 1." In ll.e (olleEtion we 
are told, ~ 7'hzs vd!a,nollJ C'tjlom IS too eften 
prafiif(d, chiefly by the Bf/fiOI rnd ;"zvrrpool fbips, 
lind IS II :<reat de/rlmall to tiH Jlave trdde on the 
wind-word (oa)}. jr,bn SJ.:C£"t, mentIOned ill Eo/man II, 
when on that co.lII, wrote, " 'vVe carr anchor, 
" but not one Ne,.;;oe cOllllOg 0., buJr'i, I welt 
" on !'hore, ant.! atte .. h,IV .. go :t..1Il1 <I Wf de 0>1 the 
" llr:lnci, (e)!llt N e !.rot s c . .line ,0 me, .n·1 OC,.10 

ddirolls to bt In/Ofd cd wry h.y did '1)C 

COl It on lJo,\,d, I W,l, an;wcled, th"l' lUOtlC 

" two months b fore, ,he Er.g: ilh ! ad be~n 
thtle with two \uI gt vellus, "lId ilJd r.1\ .lged 
the cuuntry, defhllYC 1 at' tne,r em "~' pi un­
dt'rui rhclr houll, . .lild cu., ied ofr lo.n<: of 

" tillir pcopit:. 1Il'Oll ",hi' II the rt .,1inJer foed 
.f tll the Inl.lfld «'ulltry. whrle n.oft of th rn 
., wne .It rh,lt tJnl"'. (f) thac [Loe Ilot be Ill; 
.. much to be liPfH" bv lJS, \\t: "'Crt cbd ed to 

rt'turn on uo,rd. It \Vh.:n I CI1'1"1""\ aftcr 
C ['Itlr 

\t:lcy'. t allotb '1. \ 1 z. p' c.", 
\\0 HltnMl\·· .. l) npllnofv'ln 'tt PJ 
W Hm~n' D I"'!,l nd c.~,n,., 
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" their wars with other countries, they told me 
" they were nbt often troubled with them; bue 
.. if any difference happe ned, they chafe rather 
" to end the difpme amicably, than come to 
" arms. §" He found the inhabitants civil and 
good natured. Speaking of the King of Rio Sejlro, 
lower down the coaft, he fays, (( He was a very 
" agreeable, obliging man, and all his fubjects 
" civil, as well as very laborious in agricul­
" ture, and the purfuirs of trade." i11m'chais 
fays, t (( That though the country is very popu­
" lous, yet none of the natives except criminals 
« are fold for naves." Vaillant never heard of 
any fettlemcnt being made by the Europeans 
on this part of Guinea; and Smith remarks, 
.. "That th efe coafts, which are divided into 
" fever.allittle kingdoms, have feldom any wars, 
" which is the realon the Oave trade is not fa 
" good here as on the Gold and Slave Goaj!, 
cc where t-he Europeans have feveral forts and 
"factories." A plain evidence this, that it is 
the intercourfe with the Europeans, and their 
fettlements on the coaft, which gi l'e life to the 
fla ve trade. 

Next adjoining to the Ivory Goajl, are thofe 
called the Gold Goajl, and the Slave Goafl; au­
thors are not agreed about their bounds, but 
their extent together along [he co aft may be 
about five hundred miles. And as the policy, 
produce, and <:economy of thefe two kingdoms 

of 

§ Ibid. 441. t AlHey's ColleCtion, vol. 2. page 565: 
.. Smith's voyage to Guinea, page 112. 
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of Guinea are much the fame, I lhall defcribe 
them together. 

I fen: che Europeans have the greateft number 
of forts and faCl:uries, from whence, by means 
of the Negro faCl:ors, a trade is carried on about 
[even hunoreu miles back in the in] and country; 
whereby great numbers of naves are procured 
as well by means of the wars which arire amongfl: 
the Negroes, or are fomented by the Europeans, 
;1'; tho!l: brought from the back country. Here 
we finu the natives more reconCIled 10 Ihe European 
1J'I(/fIIUYJ and trade; but, at the ramc time, mllcb 
mol'( Inllred 10 1.I)(lr, and ready to affilt the Eu­
ropeln traders 10 procuring loadings for the 
great number of velfds which come yearly on 
thofe coaCl:s for Ihvcs. This part of Guinea is 
agr<::nl by hiflorians to be, in generJ.), ex/raor­
,Iuwr} /rt/il/1I1 and agreeable; producing (accord­
JOg to the c1itfercncc of the loil) vall: qU<lntities 
of rice and other grain; plenty of frUit anel 
root~: palm wine and oil, and fifh in great 
abundance, with much t:llnc anu wild conde. 
I\olln,ln, principal faCl:or for the Dutch at 
TrElmin:l, Cpe;1hllg of the country ofAxim. 
which i, lltu,lte ncar tht: beginning of the Gold 
Co.It, CIYS·, "The Negro inhabitants are 
.. gent'! ,lily vt:ry rich. driVing a great trade witi1 
.. the Europeans for [joll!:' That they are in­
" dullriouOy t'mployed either in tnlie, filliing. 
" or ,lgric111tmt:, but chldly in the culture of 
.. nce, whl\.h grows here Jrl an incredible 
" ,~bllmLlnce. ~nJ is trani"porte:d hence allover 

C .;: " the 

• Bo(mJ.!l'$ DeC, lPtion of th C"all of Gulnc • p S. 
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cc the Gold Coaft. The inhabitants, in lieu, 
" returning full fraught with millet, yams, 
<'< potatoes, and palm oil." The fame author 
fpeaking of the country of Ante, fays t , 
t( This country" as well as the Gold Coaft, 
" abounds with hills, enriched with extra­
cc ordinary high and beautiful trees; its valleys, 
" betwixt the hills, are wide and extenfive, pro­
« ducing in great abundance very good rice, 
cc millet, yams, potatoes, and other fruits, all 

good in their kind." He adds, (( In {hort, it 
" is a land that yields its manurers as plentiful 
" a crop as they can wilb, with great quantities 
" of palm wine and oil, befides being well fur­
(C niihed with all forts of tame, as well as wild 
" beafts; but that the laft fatal wars had re­
ee duceu it to a miferable condition, and ftrip­
" ped it of moft of its inhabitants.'~ The ad­
joining country of Few, he fays *, "was 
ce formerly fo powerful and populous, that it 
" ihuck terror into all the neighbouring na­
" tions; but it is at prefent fo drall1ed by con­
ce tinual wars, that it is entirely ruined; there 
'c does not remain inhabitants fufficient to till 
" the country, though it is fo fruitful and plea­
cc fant that it may be compared to the country 
" of Ante juft before defcflbed . Frequently, 
" fays that authot, when walking through it 
" before the laft war. I I we feen it abound 
cc with fine well built and populous towns, 
" agreeably enriched with vaft quantities of 

" corn, 

t Bo[man's Defcription of the Coaft of Guinea, p. 14: 
• Bofman, page 41. 
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rc corn, cattle, palm-wine, and oil. The inha­
<c bitants all applying themfeJves without any 

diIl:inCtion to agriculture; rome [ow corn, 
<c others prefs oil, and draw wine from p--llm 
" trees, with both which it is plentifully ftored." 

Wilham Smith gives much the [--Ime account 
of the before-mentIOned parts of the Gold CoaIl:, 
and ..1dJs, "The country about D'~lmlna amI 

Cape Coaft, is much the fame for beauty and 
" goodner" but more populous; and the nearer 
" we come toward, the Slave Coelft, the man: 
" ddightful and rich all the eountfles are, pro­
" dueing all forts of trees, frUits. roots, and 
.< hcrb~, thelt grow within tht TOrrid Zont'." 
J. B.lTbo[ alIa rell1~rks·, with ft'lf)~c1 to the 
eouncries of Ante and Adom, "That the 1;,11 is 
" very good, and fruitful In corn amI other 

produce, which It alfords 111 ('uch pleney, th.lt 
" l)('lid..:s wll It rerves fOf tllt'lf o;l.n nfe, thty 
" .1lways rxpurt gre,lt quantities Inr I tie; they 

h;lve ij competent numbef of (lttk, b()rh 
" [,I111C and wild. ,ml the rivers are abundHltly 
" !tornl with filh, 10 that not:llllg IS wJntlng 

for the rupporr of ltrr. and tu rn.lkt· it e.Jry.~· 
In the Cul1cclion it I~ hd t. " 1'h It rhe IIlLtnd 
.. people 011 th.lt p~rt (.1' tbe CO.lr, emF IllY 

" rhcmlt:lvts in tlll.i<;c amI tr.~llt. an 1 C\ll'ply 
•• the 11l.lrkd with c(.,n. Iru t, an I p,ll n w're; 
" the tuuntry producll1f" IUCII v It pi 'oty of 
.. Imh.1J1 COfP. Ii-],It abllnd.lnce r; d.lIl! ex )nrted, 
{, .1 ",ell by Ellropean~ as BllL! ~ ((Iortlng th _ 

C 3 .. ther 

• J jhn fl tbo.', D (cnvtion ,,( G\il~ " P,i< 1,;. 
t \ t\ley \,.'ul1,.1 .,,1. %. ra;:;o ) Jj 
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" ther from other parts." " Thefe inland peo­
(C pIe are faid to live in great union and friend­
cc fh ip, being generally well tempered, civ il, 
(C and tra<'l:able; not ap t to £bed human blood, 
cc ( except when much provoked, ) and ready to 
" affift one another." In the CoJle<'l:ion * it is 
faid, cc That the fifhing bufinefs is efteemed 
cc on the Gold Coaft next to trading; that thofe 
« who profefs it are more numerous than thofe 
" of other employments. That the greateft 
" number of thefe are at Kommendo, Mina, 
cc and Kormantin; from t>ach of which places, 
" there go out every morning, (Tuefday ex­
" cepted, which is the Fetifh day, or day of reft) 
cc five, fix, and fome times eight hundred canoes, 
" from thirteen to fourteen feet long, which 
" fpread themfelves two leagues at fea, each 
" fifherman carrying in his canoe a [word, wi th 
" bread, water, and a l ittle fire on a large ftone 
" to roaft fifh. Thus they labour till noon, 
" when the fea breeze blowing frefh, they re­
., turn to the fhort>, generally laden with fifh; 
cc a quantity of which the inland inhabitants 
" come down to buy, which they fell again at 
" the country markets." 

William S'mith fays t , cc The country about 
f( Acra, where the Englifh and Dutch have 
" each a fhong fort, is very delightful, and 
(C the natives courteous and civil to fhangers." 
He adds, "That this place feldom fails of an 
" extraordinary good trade from the inland 

.. Collefiion, vol. z. page 6+0. 
t William Smith, page '35' 

" country, 
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u country, efpecial1y (or Daves, whereof feveral 
« are fuppoftd to come from very remote part5. 

bec:lufe it is not unrommon to find a Malayan 
" or two amongfl: a parcel of other Daves: the 
" Malaya people an: generally natives of Ma­
t< lacca, in the Ealt Indies, Iituate kvrral thou-

[anel miles from the Gold CO;Jfl." They dif­
fcr very much from the GUinea Negroes, being 
of a tJwny complexion, with long black hair. 

Moil: parts of the SJ.lVt Coa!ls art repn:[ented 
as equally fertile and pleaE,"t with the GolJ 
eoan: The kingdom of Whidah hC\s been par­
ticularly noted by travellers. \\ Illiam Smith 
and Bo!illan ~gree, "That it is one of the mort 
" delightful countries in the world. The great 
.. number amI variety of Llll, beautiful, and 
" lhady trees, which ram planted in groves; 
« the verdant fields every where cultivated, and 
.. no otherwife diVided than lly thofe groves, 

and in lome places a lill.111 (oot-pJrh, to­
Ct gether With a great number of villages, con-

tribute to afford the 11101t clel1ghtrul prorpe~1; 
" the whole country o\:ing a line, CJ!Y, and 
« almofl imperceptible alcent, ror the rp,lce of 
,( forty or tifty mile ('rom the l(o~. Thlt the 
.. Cuther you go lrom the fe:J, the more be,lU­
(. tiful .Inti popldo\b the country ,lppe.lrs. Th It 
« the n.Hlves WUlO h.lnd and obliging, awl 10 
« Indu!lrlOu , tlllt no p!.!ce W1lilh was thought 
"fertile, could ere Ip': being pLlnted, even 
.( Within tilt: heti'1c wlllCh indoiC their vdlages. 

C + .. And 
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c< And that the next day after they had reaped, 
" they [owed again." 

Snelgrave alfo fays, "The country appears 
" full of towns and villages; and being a rich 
cc [oil, and well culrivated., looks like an en tire 
cc garden." I n the ColleCtion·, the hufbandry of 
the Negroes is defcribed to be carri ed on with 
great regularity: "The r.liny [earon approach­
ee ing, they go into the fie lds and woods, to fix 
<c on a proper place for rowing; and as here is 
ee no property in ground, the King's licence be­
ee ing obtained, the people go out in troops, and 
ee firft clear the ground from bullies and weeds, 
ec which they burn. The field thus cleared, 
" they dig it up a foot deep, and fa let it 
cc remain for eight or ten days, till the reft of 
" their neighbours have dirpofed their ground 
cc in the fame manner. They then confult about 
cc fowing, and for that end affemble at the 
" King's Court the next Fetilli day. The King's 
" grain mull: be fown firit. They then go again 
" to the field, and give the ground a fecond 
cc digg ing, and fow their feed. W hilll: the King 
" or Governor's land is fowing, he fends out 
" wine and flelli ready dreffcd, enough to rerve 
" the labourers. Afterwards, they in l ike man-

ner fow the ground allotted for their neigh­
cc bours, as dilIgently as that of the King's, by 
cc whom they are alfo fearted; and fa continue 

to work in a body for the pl1bhc benefit, till 
every man's ground is tilled and rowed. None 

" but the King, and a few great men, are ex-
" empted 

• Colle.~ion, voJ. z. page 651 . 



« emptcd from this labour. Their grain foon 
fprouts out of the ground. When it is about 

" a man's height, ::md begins to ear, they raile a 
" wooden houle In the cemre of t he field, 
" covered with {haw, in which they ftt their 
" children to watch their corn, and fright away 
.. the birds." 

Bor,nan fpeaks in commendation of the 
clvtlity, kindncr~, and great induO:ry of the 
natives of Whidah; this is confirmed by Sll1ltht, 
who fays, "The natives hat kern to be the moll: 

gt'ntlemen-IIi,e Negrot's in Guinea, abound­
" InO' with good m .lIloers and ctrenlony to each 
" other. The Ini'erior p iy the utmoil deference 
" amI refpeel to the Ilipenor, as do wives to 
" their hulb,mos, Jnd chddren to thelf pJfents. 
" All here arc naturally 100luflrious, and find 
" conO:ant employment; the 1l1tll In agrIculture. 
" and thc women In fpinning and weavIng cot­
"ton. The men, whofe chief talent IIt:s In 

"hufb;lndry, are unJcquainted with arms; 
"otherwife, being a numerous people, they 
" could have made a better defence againfl: the 

1\.11112; of Ihhollle, who fllbdued them wlthollt 
• n1l1Cll trouble," "" Throughout the Gold 

Co,tll, thne :ue Trf;l1Llr llurkets in all vtll.1ges, 
" furl1l1hed \\ ,th provdlOns and mrrchand Ize, 
.. held ever} OJ} 10 the \\(:::k, except TlIe/day, 
" whence tht) Itlpply not only the Inlubltanrs, 
" but the Furopt 111 Ihips. The Nr:r::rot u'cmen 
" .In' vny t' , pert In buymg and (dling, lind ex­
" [fcmely Indulhious; for they will repair daily 

• nofm,\n. r'l" .Pl· t Smith. pase IS7' 
• Co\l<~. y,,\. 1. p. (,57' 

" to 



" to market from a confiderable diil:ance, Ioad­
rc ed like pack horfes, with a child, perhaps, at 
" their back, and a heavy burthen on their heads. 

After felling the'ir wares, they buy fifh and 
(t other necdliuies, and rerurn home loaded as 
rc they came. 

rc t There is a market held at Sabi every 
rc fourth day, alfo a weekly one in the province 
<C of Aplogua, which is [0 reforted to, that there 
rc are ufually five or fix thoufand merchants. 
,. Their markets are fo well regulated and 
" governe'd, that feldom any diforder happens; 
" each fpecies of merchandize and merchants 

have a feparate place allotted them by them­
"{"elves. The buyers may haggle as much as 

they will, but it mull: be without noife or 
fraud. To keep orJer, the King appoints a. 

rc judge', who, with four officers well armed, 
rc infptCl:s the markets, hears all complaints, 
" and, in a fummary way, decides all dilfer­
rc ences; he has power to feize, and fell as 
" Daves, all who are catched in ftealing, or dif­
e< turbing the peace. In thefe markets are to be 
" fold men, women, children, oxen, Iheep, 
" goats, and fowls of all kinds; European cloths, 
(f linen and woollen; printed callicoes, filk, 
<c grocery ware, china, gold-duft, iron in bars, 
cc &c. in a word, moft forts of European goods, 

as well as rhe produce of Africa and Afia. 
They have other markets, refembling our 

rc fairs, once or twice a year, to which all the 
" country repair; for they take care to order the 

" day 

t ColleCt. vol. 3· p. I I. 



« day fo in eli ffo:rent governments, as not to in~ 
(C terferc with each other." 

\Vlth refpeEt to government, WilJi"m Smith 
fays " "Th'lt the Gold Coall: an,1 Slave Coail: 
" arc divided into different diflnEts, fome of 
" which arc governed by their Chiefs, or Kings; 
« the others, bctng mor(; of tht nature of a 
<C COl11rnonwc.ll til, are governed by fome of the 
« prtnclpal men, (ailed Caboceros, who, BoGnan 
" lily' , are propLrlv denominHed civil fathers, 
" wllOk prov Inee IS to take CMe of the welfare 
" of the Clt'l or village, and to appea(c tu. 

cc mult." But th s order of government has 
been much brokLn !Ince th~ (("T, 10 6 of the I'.uro­
pram. B'Jth BpllTl;lll and Barbot mention fIlllr· 

,ftr onci a 1i/1Icr)' to b,' f,·vcr.:ly f'llnifh·J 011 Iht C? iff, 
frequClItly ky" 'Itb; and robb Iy by a fmc pr~For. 
tIOJWb/.' to Ih' goods flott'll. 

The incollw of tome of tlte KI[1r:~ 15 hrge. 
Holin~Il1 I.ly~, "Tb'lt [he King uf \Nlml.tI,', re· 

venues and dl1tll's on thll1~~S bought dOli fold 
" arc tonfider.lblt; he haVing the tithe of all 
" thing .. ['old III the l1lJrkn, or imported In the 
« ,OIIlHTY .. Both the ahove·I11t'IHlonrd au· 
thors t.1Y, 'tbt' II~ on j/,n"'sjIJIf'P"/ oj ii/IbIS King'! 
l/oTmm 1/ J ttl / me): s, ali/ ... lllts 10 Wdr I w<lllJ 
,j,olllimd p~/lnds. 

llofin·ln tel' u, " The \Vh.d 1'1 , 'e6ro('~ h:l\'c 
I r,llnt Itlt 1 of .\ tfLle God, 1i([blng to 1111 

" th~ ,Ittflblltt, .... f ~lll1' , ; \tv power .11ld oil1ni­
prel~ncc, but C~od, tit y 1'1)" 13 to,) hi h to 

" lonLieCl nd to think of lllJoklllJ; whe~t'fore 
" he 

• Smith. r.lfe f9 j 

• BOlllun. ra.:, ;;,. Sa.obot, F'Sc 335. 
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" he commits the government of the world to 
" thofe inferior deities which they worfhip." 
Some authors fay, the wi[eft of thefe Negroes 
are fenfible of their miftake in this opinion, but 
dare not forfake their own religion, for fear of 
the populace rifing and killing them. This is 
confirmed by William Smith, who fays, "That 
" all the natives of this coaft believe there is 
" one true God, the author of them and all 
" things; that they have fome apprehenfions of 
" a future ftate; and that almoft every village 
« has a grove, or public place of worfhip, to 
" which the principal inhabitants, on a fet day, 
" re[ort to make their offerings." 

In the ColleCtion * it is remarked as an ex­
cellency in the Guinea government, cc That 

however poor they may be in general, yet 
" there are no beggars to be found amongft 
« them; which is owing to the care of their 

chief men, whofe province it is to take care 
" of the welfare of the city or village; it be­
" jng part of their office, [0 fee that fuch peo­
" pie may earn their bread by their labour; 
" fome are fet [0 blow the finith's bellows, 
" others to preis palm oil, or grind colours for 

their mats, and fell provifions in the markets. 
" The young men are lifted to ferve as foldiers, 
" fo that they fuffer no common beggar." 
Bofman afcribes a further reafon for this good 
order, viz. "That when a Negroe finds he 

cannot fubfift, he binds himfelf for a certain 
" fum of money, and the mafl-er to whom he is 

" bound 

• Aftley ' s ColleCtion, vol. 2. page 619. 
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CC bound is obliged to find him necelTaries; that 
" the mafrer fets him a fort of talk, which is 
" not in the leaf( navi fh, being chiefly to defend 
" his mafter on occalions; or in Cowing time to 
" work as much as he himftlf pltafes •. J> 

AdJommg to the kingdom of Whidah, are 
feveral iinall governments, as Coto, Great and 
Small Popo, Ardr.J.h, &c. all lituate on the 
SJ.lVt Co aft, where the chief trade for naves IS 

carried on. Thefe are governed by their re­
fpecbvc Kings, and follow much the f.!me 
curtorlH with thofe ofWhiJah, except that their 
pnnclpalliving is on plunder, and the a.we trade. 

• Borman, page 119. 

C HAP. 
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C H A P. Ill. 

THE kingdom of Benin; its ex tent. Efteemed 
the moft potent in Guinea. Fruitfllinefs of 
t he foil. Good difpofition of the people. 
O rder of government. Punilhment of 
crimes. Large extent of the town of Great 
Benin. Order maintained . The Natives hon­
eft and charitable. Their religion. The 
kingdoms of Kongo and Angola. Many of 
the natives profefs Chriftianity. The country 
fruitful. Difpofition of the people. The ad­
rniniftration ofjllftice. The town of Loan go. 
Slave trade carried on by the Poftugueze. 
Here the nave trade ends. 

N EXT adjoiniOlg to the Slave Coaft, is the 
kingdom of Benin, which, though it ex­

tends but about 170 miles on the fea, yet Ipreads 
fo far inland, as to be efl:eemed the moft potent 
kingdom in Guinea. By accounts, the foil and 
produce appear to be 111 a great meafure like 
thofe before c1efcribed, and the natives are re­
prefented as a reafonable good-natured people. 
Artus fays §, "They are a fincere, inoffenfive 
"people, and do no injufl:ice either to one 
" ano ther, or to ftrangers." William Smith· 
confirms this account, and fays, "That the 111-

" habi tants are generally very good-natured, 
" and exceeding courteous and civil. When the 

§ ColleClion, vol. 3. page 228. 

" Smith, page 228. 

• 

cc Europeans 
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" Europeans make them preknts, Wilich in thei r 
coming thither to trade they alway, do, Lhey 
endeavour to return them doubly." 
Borman tells llst, "That his rountrymen the 

« ])11(ch, who were often obliged to truit them 
" till they returned the nexr year, were rure to 
" be paid honcftly their whole debts." 

'1 here is in Benin a confiderable order in 
government. 'I heft, mllr(l n , and adultery, being 
ltvertly punli'hcd. Harbor j'1YS t, (( If a man and 
" a woman of any quality be furpnzed in a­
" dliltery, they are both put to death: and their 
" bodle" arr throwlI on a dunohill, Jnd I ft there 
" a prey to wdd be.1fls." Ife adds, "The fe­
u venty of tbe laws in Bmln agal,llt adulteryi'. 

" amonglt 

t w. Bofm,m, P"r.C40S· 
~ lI"bot, p,,~e 2.\7. 
t fly thi, ,lrcnunto! the punilhmcnl inAiaed on .,dulter", 

1n tku amI other parts ot G uinci. it appc'lfs the NCP'rol"'i 
He not Infrnfluk of the tinfulne!"; of fum pr,I.:1lcr!. How 
llr"n~e mutt it tht 1\ "ppe,,, to th- {eriou! n,inJ J .1m )ngli 
there pcoplt~. (nay. how tncf'lnfi\tcnt Is it ''oj h ("try dl,nne 
.. md mOl'nll,lw Jmt){J):,H:.ourfelv(") [hat thor LhnHiJo 11W, 
whlrh prohIbit lornicot",n and .dultery. ar '" n ~e 01 the 
Engldh IiGvernment, e,tended to them. but that they are 
allowed to coh ,bIt ,nd r-paralc ,t ric ,rure I ·\nd tho' e,en 
their ro.,netS think 10 h,:htly of the" marnage engagement •• 
th.t!. when II fUlts w,th thcH Interel', thev WIll «p"nte mJn 
Irnm wife, .Ind dHldren Ir0m both, 10 be l<lId int,) ,hlferrnt 
and even,hlbnt ports. wtthollt reg,rd to th Ir (fomctime.) 
Plevoll' Itmcntation'; .... hence It has h"!'Fen d, t"at (uen C'f 
thof peopl,' who arc truh unite,\ ,n the r ma '''ge covenant. 
"nd 111 attec'llC"n to one :l.n(.lcher. have h('cn dnven ll) fuch def­
r«.ltlOo, • ., cithn 'Iotently to d<"llroy t'lcmfclve • or fr -
?\lally to pin OWlY, .md dic with mrec r,rlef It IS ,,-",J • 

mg •• hu wh,\l\ the <)ergy of the e!\ .. bhlh d churth nre rub-
lely 
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" amongft all orders of people, deters them frolU 
<C venturing, fo that it is but very feldom any 
" perfans are punifhed for that crime." Smith 
fays, "Their towns are governed by officers 
" appointed by the King, who have power to 
cc decide in civil cafes, and to raife the public 
" taxes; but in criminal cafes, they muft fend 
" to the King's court, which is held at thlt town 
" of Oedo, or Great Benin. This town, which 
" covers a large extent of ground, is about fixty 
<c miles from the fea." • Barbot tells us, 
" That it contains thirty ftreets, twenty fathom 
" wide, and almoO: two miles long, commonly 
" extending in a ftraight line from one gate to 
cc another; that the gates are guarded by foldi­
" ers; that in thefe ftreets markets are held every 
" day, for cattle, ivory, cotton, and many forts 
" of European goods. This large tOlVn. is di­
" vided into fcveral wards, or diftricts, each 
" governed by its relpeCtive king of a ftreet, as 
cc they call them, to adminiO:er juftice, and to 
" keep good order. The inhabitants are very 
" civil and good natured, condefcending to what 
" the Europeans require of them in a civil way." 
The fame author confirms what has been faid by 
others of their juftice in the payment of their 
debts; and adds, "That thev, above all other 
" Guineans, are very honeft' and juft iil theif 

" dealings; 

licly expreffing a concern, that thefe oppreJfed people fhould 
be made acq uain ted with the Chriftian religion, they fhould 
be thus fu/fered, and even forced, fo flagrantly to inflinge 
one of the principal injunctions of our holy religion! 

~ J.Barbot, page 35 8, 359. 
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c< dealings; and they have [uch an averlion 
" for theft, that by tbc law of the country it is 
c< punifhed with death." We are told by the 
f..1me authorll, « Th.n the King of Benin is able 
« upon occalion to maintain an army of one 
cc hundred thoufand men; but that for the moJ( 
.. part he does not keep thirty thoufand." Wil­
liam Smith fays, " The n1tives are all free men; 
" none but foreigners can be bought and fold 
« thereto They are .very charitable, the King 
<, as well as h,s [ubJeCts." Bofinan confirms 
thist, and f;lYS, "The king and grc:J.t lords fub­
" lift [ever.l] poor .It their plJce of rdid~nee on 
.. charity, employin;; thole who are fit for anr 
" work, ,wd the refl tltey J...e~p for Cod', 1lke I 
<c Jo that here are no b"i"~,Il,. ' 

As to religion, thefe people believe there is a 
Cod, the efficient ("ltIk {Jf ~lJ things l bllt Jil;e 
tlie Tell of the Guine Ins, tiley are {uperJ(itlouOy 
and idoiatrouOy Inclined. 

The !.ill uivllion of GlIine~ from which On'cs 
are imported, are the kingdoms ot l\.on?,o and 
Angola; click he-to the Jouth of Ben,n, Ui:tenU· 
Il1g With the Illtel'medlJ.tc land .luout twelve 
hllndred I\Ides on the coatt. Great numbers of 
the I1ltiv~, of both th~le bngdol1H profels til:: 
ChrllhJn 1'c:llglon, whlLh WJ.5 long fince intro­
duced by the l'ortuguclc, who made early lettlc­
Il1cnts In tlt,\t country. 

In the Collel1lon It IS fl.d, th.lt br)th in K0ngo 
and Ango1.I, the 1C111ts In gtncr..d lrultful, pro · 

H J. fLubot. 1'",,' 369' 
1l:lot'1l n. p~ >r 4'" 

D JULI!'£: 
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clucing great plenty of grain, Indian corn, and 
fuch quantities of rice, that it hard ly bears any 
price, with fruit, roots, and palm oil in plenty. 

The natives are generally a quiet people, who 
difcover a good underftanding, and behave in a. 
friendly manner to ftrangers, being of a mild 
converfation, affable, and eafilyovercome with 
reafon. 

In the government of Kongo, the King appoints 
ajudge in every particular divifion, to hear and 
determine difpures and civil caufes; the judges 
imprifon and releafe, or impofe fines, according 
to the rule of cuftom; but in weighty matters, 
everyone may appeal to the King, before whom 
all criminal caufes are brought, in which he 
giveth fentence; bu t feldom condemneth to 
death. 

The town of Leango frands in the midft of 
four Lordfhips, which abound in corn, fruit, &c. 
Here they make great quantities of cloth of di­
vers kinds, very fine and curious; the inhabitants 
are feldom idle; they even make needle-work 
caps as they walk in the ftreets. 

The {lave trade is here principally managed by 
the Porrugueze, who carry it far up into the 
inland countries. They are faid to fend olf from 
thefe parts fifteen thoufand {laves each year. 

At Angola, about the loth degree of South 
latitude, ends the trade for {laves. 

CHAP, 
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C HAP. IV. 

THE antienteft accounts of the Negroes are from 
the Nubian Geography, and the writings of 
Leo the African. Some account of thofe au­
thors. The Arabians pafs into Guinea. The 
innocency and fimpkity of the natives. They 
are fubclucc! by the Moors. Heli Ifchai fbakes 
off the Moordh yokr. The lJortugueze make 
the firft ddcent in Guinea, from whence they 
carry off Come of the nati ves: More il1! mflOns 
of the like kind. The Pnrtllgueze erea the 
lirft fort at f)'Elwina: TLey beglO the lhvc 
trade. Cada Mono'; telhmony. J\nderron'~ 
account to the Lime purport. De]a Caza'3 
concern for the rcltef' of the opprelTcd Indians: 
Goes over.lOto Spain to plead their caufe; Hi~ 
Cpeech before Charles the Fifth. 

T lIE moll: antient ;u:count we have or the 
country of tht' Negroes, particularly th.lt 

p Irt rltll.1tc on and between the two gte:u river of 
$cneg.ll amI C,Jlllbl.l, is from the Wf1tln ~~ of two 
.U1tlCtlt 3uthor , one 3[1 Ar,lbl " n, .\Ild [II(:: od" er 
a !'rlnor. The tinl: § wrote 111 Ar Ible, ab lut 
the t\\flfth century. HI, works, pTll1td In rlpt 

I~nr;u I~C ,It Rome, w<:,t' afte r W3rd, tr.l!'tlaLCll. 

into Latin, .lnti prlnte,i .It Paris, under the P.l­
tron.lge of the t,llllottS I hu,lnm, ch'lnccllor of 
FI.lnc,e, with the title of C,·ogr.lpblc.J Nui'im"-s , 

D 2. contalnlng 

~ S " Tru\Cl int', dllferent rart, of Afn'~, bt Fr..:le! 
Mllor. Wlth ~ '~tte, to tlle rublilher 



containing an account of all the nations lyingon 
the Senegal and Gambia. The other written by 
John Leo §, a Moor, born at Granada, in Spain. 
before the Moors were totally expelled from that 
kingdom. He refided in Africa; but being 
on a voyage from Tripoli to Tunis, was taken 
by fome Italian Corfairs, who finding him pof­
feffed of feveral Arabian books, befides his own 
manufcripts, apprehended him to be a man of 
learning, and as fuch prefented him to Pope Leo­
the Tenth. This Pope encouraging him, he em­
braced the Romifh religion, and his defcription 
of Africa was publifhed in Italian. From thefe 
writings we gather, that after the Mahometan 
religion had extended to the kingdom of Mo­
rocco, fome of the promoters of it croffing the 
fandy defarts of Numidia, which feparate that 
country from Guinea, found it inhabited by 
men, who, though under no regular government, 
and dd1:itute of that knowledge the Arabians 
were favoured with, lived in content and peace. 
The firf!: author particularly remarks, "That 
" they never made war, or travelled abroad,. 
cc but employed themfelves in tending their 
" herds, or labouring in the ground." J. Leo 
fays, page 65, "That they lived in common, 
<c having no property in land, no tyrant nor [u­
c< perior lord, but fupported themfelves in an 
"equal f!:ate, upon the natural produce of 
" the country, which afforded plenty of roots,. 
., game, and honey. That ambition or avarice 
"' never drove them into foreign countries to. 

" fubdue 

§ Ibid. 
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tc fubdue or cheat their neighbours. Thus they 
" lived without toil or fuperfluities." "The 
« antient inhabitants of Morocco, who wore 
" coats of mail, and ured fwords and fpears head­
« cd with Iron, coming amongft thoft; h:umlefs 
" and naked peopJe, foon brought them under 
" [lIbje£bon, and divided that part of GuilH'a 
" which IJes on the rivers Senegal and Gambia 
H into fifteen parts; thofe were the fifteen king­
" doms of the Negroes, over which the Moors 
" prdided, and the common people were Ne­
"groes. Thefe Moors taught the Negroes the 
« M.lhometan religIOn , and arts of life:; parti­
" cularly the ufe of iron, before unknown to 

"them. About the 14th ctntun, a n.lti ve K e­
" groe, cllled Heli lfchia, expelled th e Moorilh 
" conq utrors; but though the Negroes threw 
" ofF the yoke of a fore ign nation, they only 
" changed a Liby.tn for a Negroe martel'. lIeli 
1< llchia himfclfbecomlng King, led the Nep;rot"5 
" on to foreign wars, and eftablilhed himklf in 
., power over a very large extent of country." 
Since Leo's time, the Europeans have had very 
little knowledge of thore parts of Africa, nor dl) 
they know wllilt beclme of this gre.lt empirt'. It 
j highly probable tlut it broke into p\(~(es, al'J 
Ih.1t the n.ltlVes ag.lin reCullled many of rht'lr a'1-
ticnt cu!l:oms; for in the account p'.Iblilh~cl by 
Fr.lncis LVioor, in his travels on the r1n:r 11.II11bl.l, 
we find .1 mixture of the rvloorifh .1nd 1\1.1hol11<:tan 
('~nOI11S, JOlncd with the oric·indl Ill1lpl'clty 
01 the Negroes. It "ppClrS by ,ICCollnt ot antlt:nt 
vO},.lges, colktted by II.lcklult, Pllr('h,j'i, and 
others, th.lt it was ,lbotlt fifty years bct~)[(: the 
dl1covcry ot Americ,l, th.lt the PurtI1gut'L' at· 

D ] tL,n ' L,l 



tempted to fail round Cape Bojador, which lies 
between their country and Guinea; this, after 
divers repulfes occafioned by the violent currents~ 
they effected; when landing on the weftern coafts 
of Africa, they foon began to make incurfions 
into the country, and to feize and carry off the 
native inhabitants. As early as the year 1434, A­
lonzo Gonzales, the firfl: who is recorded to have 
met with the natives, on that coaft, purfued and 
attacked a number of them, when fame were 
wounded, as was alfo one of the Portugueze ; 
which the author records as the firft blood fpilt 
by Chriftians in thofe parts. Six years after, the 
fame Gonzales again attacked the natives, and 
took twelve prifoners, with whom he returned 
to his veffels; he afterwards put a woman on 
fuore, in order to induce the natives to redeem 
the prifoners; but the next day ISO of the in­
habitants appeared on horfes and camels provok­
ing the Portugueze to land; which they not dar­
ing to venture, the natives difcharged a volley 
of ftones at them, and went off, After this, the 
Porrugueze fl:il! continued to fend velfels on 
the coaft of Africa; particularly we read of 
their f~lIing on a village, whence the inhabi. 
tants fled, and being purfued, twenty-five were 
taken: "He that ran bejf ," fays the author, "tak­
" ing the .noft. In their way home they killed 
" fome of the natives, and took fifty-five more 
cc prifoners. * Afterwards Dinifanes Dagrama, 
" with two other velfels, landed on the iOand of 
c< Arguin, where they took fifty-four Moors; 

then 

" Collection, vol. I. page 13. 
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" then running along the coaO: eighty leaollcs 
C( (arther, they at feveral times took fifty O~es; 
« but here feven of the Portugueze were killed. 
" Then being joined by ftvcral other vdfds, 
" Dinifancs propored to de(l:roy the iiland to rc­
C( vcnge the loIs of the feven Portugueze; of 
" which the Moors being apprized, fled, fo that 
« no more than twelve were found, whereof only 
" four could bt: taken, the reO: being killed, as 
IC alfo one of the Portugueze." Many 1I10re cap­
tures of this kind on the coaft of Barbary and Gui­
nea, arc recordnl to have been made in thofe early 
tilllcs by the I'onugucze; who, in tht} }'c~r f48 1, 

t:lcded their nril fort D'Fllllina on thlt (oall, 
[roll1 whence they foon opened a trade for naves 
with the inland parb of GUlnel. 

From tIlt.: torcgolng accounts, it is \1ndoubted, 
that the praaice ofm.tking OJ.ves of the Negroes, 
owes Its ongll1 to the cJ.rly incurfions of tilt.: Por­
luguc:.ze 011 the coall of Africa, rokly from an In ­
lll"llin.lte lIt-fire of gam. This IS clearly evidenced 
(roln their own hiflori.1lls, pamclll.lrlyClld" ,Hojt1, 
.lbollt the yt',lr 1+55, who wrltt'st, (C That before 

the trOldc W;lS It-trIed for pure haling naves from 
" the lVtoors at i\rguJn, lometlmes fUll I' , .lnci 
"[OJl\etlll1e~ more Portcguezc v dft:! " Wert! 

.. lIkd to (ome to that g\llph, well ,mneJ; Olnd 

.. I.lnding bv [lJ hr, woulll fllfl'rlLt' lome hiller­

.. men's vlllagts; thar they even lntt> I ~ ,! l[lto 
" the COllntry. and C lrried JW ly Arab" or" bo " 

li:xt's, whol1l they fold In l'ortlH;.1!." And 
011i0. "That the l'ortugueze an.! SpJnI;Hd ~ , 

D + " Cettkd 
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" fettled on four of the Canary iflands, would 
go to the other ifland by night, and [eize 
rome of the natives of both [exes, whom they 

" rent to be fold in Spain." 
After the fettlement of America, thofe de. 

vaftations, and the capri vating the miferable 
Africans, greatly increafed. 

Ander[on, in his hiftorv of trade and com. 
merce, at page 336, [peal<'ing of what paiTed in 
the year 1508, writes, " That the Spaniards 
" had by this time found that the miferable 
" Indian natives, whom they had made to work 
" in their mines and fields, were not fo robuft 
" and proper for thofe purpofes as N egroe& 
" brought from Africa; wherefore they, about 
(' that time, began (0 import Negroes for that 
cc end in Hifpaniola, from the Portugueze [et­
(C tlements on the Guinea coafts: and alfo after­
" wards for their fugar works." This oppref­
fion of the Indians had, even before this time, 
rouzed the zeal, as well as it did the compaf. 
fion, of fome of the truly pious of that day; 
particularly that of Bartholomew De las Cafas, 
bilhop of Chapia; whom 'I defire of being in­
ftrumental towards the converfion of the Indians, 
had invited into America. It is generally agreed 
by the writers of that age, that he was a man 
of perfeCt difintereftednefs, and ardent charity; 
being affeCted with this fad fpeCtacle, he re­
turned (0 the court of Spain, and there made a 
true report of the ma,tter; but not without 
being ftrongly oppored by thoft: mercenary 
wretches, who had enflaved the Indians; yet 
being ftrong and indefatigable, he went to and 
fro between Europe and America, firmly deter-

mined 
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n1ined no t to give over his purfuit but with his 
life. After lonrr folicitation, and innumerable 
repu lfcs, he obtained leave to lay the mattt:r be~ 
fore the Emperor Charles the Fifth , then King 
of Spain. As the contents of the lpeech he 
madt' before the King in council, are very ap­
p l icable to the cJfe of the cnOaved Africans, 
and a lIvely evidence that the fpine of true piety 
fptnks the l;lITIC I.lnguage in the hearts of faithful 
m en in all ages, for the relief of their fLllow 
('f( .l[UrCS from oppreffion of every kind, I think 
it may /lot be Illlproper here to tranfcribe the 
moO: IntcreO:lng parts of It. "I WJS," fays 
thl'; plOllS bIOWP, " ant:: of the nJ 11: who went 
., to Amcnca, nt·ltht'f ctlriofit nor lr'terel1: 
" prompted me to undertake [0 Ion,::?; :1Dd dan­
" gno ll . a voy.lge; the lj,ving the lou I, of the 
" heathen was my iale object. \Vhy wa!. I not 
" permitted, even at the expenk of my blood, 
« to ranfom ro many tholllJnd rouls, who fell 
" unhappy victIms to avance or luO:? I have 
" been ;In eye witnels to flllh crud treatment 
<c of the Indians, ;IS is too horrid to be men­
" tioned at thi~ c1Il1c.-lt IS laid that barb.lrous 

eX~clItlOn, werc' necdtlry to punilh or check 
[he rcbellion of tht: Americans ;--but co 

.. whom W.1S thiS oWlnf? D d not thole people 
" receIve the Sp.llll.lIlls, who flrll came olInOngl1: 
.. them, with I;enrlenel~ Jnd hl101.lllltY? Did 

they not OlCW mOTe joy, in propornon, 10 
" lW·1I11ing trl.:.lrure upon them, th In the Spa­
" ni.nds dId grt:t'dlncf. in rec~I\'ll1b It? But 
II om lv.mce wa~ not yct CWslic'd ;-thollgh 

the, GJve lip to us thelT lInd Jnd thelt' 
., fl. he , \~e would tC.lf frolll tht'm thl r '''Ives, 

" their 
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rc their children, and their liberties. --To 
« blacken thefe unhappy people, their enemies 
'c aifert, that they are fcarce human creatures; 
" -but it is we that ought to blu!h, for having 
" been lefs men, and more barbarous, than 
" they.-\Vhat right have we to enilave a peo­
CC pie who are born free, and whom we dif­
" turbed, though they never ofrended us?­
" They are reprefented as a ftupid people, ad­
" diCted to vice ;-but have they not contraC1:ed 

moft of their vices from the example of the 
" Chriftians ? And as to thofe vices peculiar to 
" themfeJves, have not the Chrifrians quickly 
" exceeded them therein? Neverthelefs it mufr 
" be granted, that the Indians frill remain un­
c< tainted with many vices ufual amongfr the 

Europeans.; fuch as ambition, blafphemy, 
"treachery, and many like monfrers, which 
" have not yet took place with them; they have 

fcarce an idea of them; fa that in effeC1:, all 
the advantage we can claim, is to have more 

<c elevated notions of things, and our natural 
faculties more unfolded and more cultivated 

" than theirs.-Do not let us flatter our cor­
e< ruptions, nor voluntarily blind ourfelves; all 
c< nations are equally free; one nation has no 
" right to infringe lIpon the freedom of any 

other; let us do towards thefe people as we 
would have them to have done towards us, 

« if they had landed upon our !hore, with the 
« fame fuperiority of fhength. And indeed, 

why ihould not things be equal on both fides? 
How long has the fight of the ftrongeft been 

« allowed to be the balance of Tultice? What 
os p.lrt of the gofpd gives a fanC1:ion to fueh a 

" doCtrine, 
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« doCtri ne? Tn what part of the whole earth did 
" the apofrlt:s and the firfr promulgators of the 
i< gofpel ever claim a righ t over the l ives, the 
" freedom, or the rubfrance of the Gentiles? 
" What a firange me thod this is of propagntlng 
« the gofpel, dut holy law of grace, which, from 
" being (laves to Satan, initiates us into ~b(" 
" freedom uf the children of God.--Will it 
" Iw 1'0(Jiblc for liS to inCplrc tbem with alove to 
" its UI "tate~, while they are fo U.L pera"f 1 Lt 

" being difpolTdred of that jov.duable bld1ing 
" l,dJtrly i' The apollies fubmlttnl to chains 
.. th('lllielves, but loaded no 111,111 With thf'll1. 

" Chrtll C.lI11e to frt'I', fl'Jt to enl};lV' L1,,-SU')­
" million to the (:lI[h he left LIS, ought to Iw n 
I' vuluntary .lEt, .tild Ihould be p.-ojJ<l::::atcJ by 
.. pen u<llion, gentltrlt Is, and rt'ai.)[l." 

" At my ftril .ltJiv.ll in IIlfpariob, (added 
cc the bllhop) It cont.lIned .1 million of Inl1.lbi­
.. Wnts \ LnLl now (Vll. in the Cpace of abollt 

twenty YC.LfS) there rel1uin> fe.Hec the hun­
" dredth part or them; thoul:lOds have penlhed 
" through W.int, fJtlgllc, mercilds punlfument. 
I( cruelty, and b.lrbanty. If the blood of 011: 

" m,ln lInjllltly Iheel, c.llls loudly for v~n;:,:eancc. 
" how (tron!:' lllult be the cry of tint of m,'ny 
.. t1nh,lppy ~ Lltu (, which is rhc,lding lllil} ?,'_ 
T he 'loll blhop unc.ludclI hiS 11)':C(h, with il11-
I'lortll\~ th~ Kill :~ clemency (or rllbIC~1s 10 un-
11I111y opprel1ni. and br.LVcly decLLred, that hu 
vcn would one U.lY call hun to .in JCLOl'nr, 
llr tile numberl t~ .ldsof (rllt'lty wlllCh he might 

It lYe prevcnted. The King tll'pl"l],Jc,f th ~bl-
1hot '. 
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fuop's zeal; promifed to fecond it; but fo many 
of the great ones had an intereft in continuing 
the oppreffion, that nothing was done; fo that 
all the Indians in Hifpaniola, except a few who 
had hid themfelves in the moft inacceilible 
mountains, were deftroyed. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. V. 

FIR S T account of the Englilh trading to Gui­
nea. Thomas Windham and feveral others 
go to thar coaft. Some of the Negroes car­
ried off by the Engliih. ~een Elizabeth's 

charge to Captain Hawkins refpecting the na­
tives: Neverthelefs he goes on the coaft, and 
carries off fame of the Negroes. Patents are 
granted. The King of France objects (0 the 
Negroes belng kept In {lavery: As do the col­
lege of Cardinals at Rome. Tht: natives, an 
inoffenfive people i corrupted by the Euro­
peans. The fentiments of the natives con­
cerning the {lave trade, from Wilbam Smith: 
Confirmed by Andrew Brew and J.lmes 
Barbot. 

I T was abollt the year 'SSt, towards the lat­
ter eo,1 of the n:ign of King Edward the 

~Ixth, when fame London melehan' s rent out 
the hrll Fnglilh [hip, on a tralling voy.lge to the 
CD.1ll of (.uine,I, thi .• W.l~ Coon followe 1 Ly ft­
vera! other, to the lame p.lres; bllt tile En ;liI~l 
not haVing then any plantations in thl.: \\' cr, 11-
die,. and conlequellt!v no oCl.lllon for ?\tgrce ) 
rl1ch Ihlp tr.llled only tor gold, t lqJ1Jllt" e.cth. 
nd GUlIlt:1 rcppt'r. This rt Ilk W.l.S ofnr,j on 

lit the h ll.l1d of lotin,,; theIr fh: p •. lIlll ("l r '70e,) if 
they h Id fdlen into tre h.lnd. of 'lte P()rtll:""S~Z!". 
who cl.lImcd an cxcllllive right of (r tic, On.lf­

toupt 01 r.he rc\'crlilettlcn cots tll y h.ll m .. d~ 
t1 re 
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there t. In the year J S5 3, we find Captain 
Thomas Windham trading along the coaft with 
140 men, in three ffiips, and failing as far as 
Benin, which lies about 3000 miles down the 
co aft, to take in a load of pepper.§ Next year 
John Lock traded along the coaft of Guinea, as 
far as D'Elmina, when he brought away confi­
derable quantities of gold and ivory. He fpeaks 
well of the natives, and fays,:\: « '1'hat whoever 
" will deal with them muft behave civilly, j.()r they 
" willl/ot t1'ajftc if ill ujeti." In 1555, William 
Towerfon traded in a peaceable manner wi th the 
natives, who made complaint to him of the 
Portugueze, who were then fetrled in their caftle 
at D'Elmina, faying, "'1'hey were bad men, who 
« made them jIaves if they could take them, PUttillg 
" irons on I heir legs." 

This bad example of the Portugueze was foon 
followed by fome evil difpofed Englifhmen ; for 
the fame Captain Tower[on relates, "II That in 
« the courfe of his voyage, he perceived the 
cc natives, near D'Elmina, unwilling to come to 
(C him, and that he was at laft attacked by them; 
" which he underfl:ood was done in revenge for 
" the wrong done them the year before, by one 
" Captain Gainfu, who had taken away the Ne­
" groe Captain>s fon, and three others, with 
" their gold, &c. This caufed them to join the 
" Portugueze, notwithfl:anding their hatred of 

t AlUey's Collection, vol: I. page 139' 
§ Collection, vol. I. p. 148. 
t Ibid. 257' 
a)hid.148. 

" them 
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« them againrt the Engldh." The next ye:.r 
CaptainTowerfon brought there men back again; 
whereupon the Negroe~ fhewed him much kinci­
nelst. ~jckly after this, another inftance of 
the fame kind occurreci, in the cafe of Captain 
George Fenner, who being on the coaft, with 
three vetrds, was alfo artacked by the Negroes, 
who wounded (everul of hIs people, and vio­
lently carried three of his men to their town. 
The Captain fent a mefTenger, offering any c1l1nJ 
they deGred for the r,ln/om of his men \ but they 
rcfufed to ddiver them, letting hun know, 
« '[,bal tbTU weeks beforc, ail Eng1ifb flip, 1~','i,cb 
" wme in tbe road, had carried oj}' fbI'/'( of tbelr 

peap1t'; and Ib(11 lilIl/)ey wen' brol'gbl ctJ;ctliZ, thq 
" tbl) W01/1d not reJlore hiS mm, t7Jcn It ur;b 10,] 

" lboltld g;L'e II.'or t[ra fbips to ret '!Ie Ib'"." It 
w .. ~ prob.lb\e the enl (onduCl: of tilde, ani fome 
other Englifhmen, was the DC. 'lr on Ot wl'1t I> 
mcnt ioned 111 11 d 1 's N ,w ,il I ItI~drh vi . "11 at 
" when Cal't'Ufl ll,\\vktns [,'turned trom hi, (jIlt 
" voyage to Afne,l, (~een I-.llz,lbeth [n tor 

hlill. when !he l'xprdIed her concern, kIt allY 
" of tbe i\frlun Nq'[oe~ Ow,dd l C urn J o'i" 
" Without theIl/fee (onlcnt; which ihe "(IH(,,(\ 

would be detcilluit:, and wO\lld l. I- wn d' 
.r venge.Hlll' 01 ill.wen UP"'I the Illldtrtlkc,~ .• 
Ibwkll1S m,ld.: "r,',lt pIOn Ik , Wlll"h nt VtTtfj( _ 
Icl~ he dill not pLrfr)1 J11; lor 11I5 nt"x( V{) Ol r e 
to the co.lil .II'P ..r~ tu h.lllt: UCt"1l • 1 rt r lllv C 1-
cu!.tted lL> pro~lJ\~ I c"roc l\.tv(s, ,n r,j(f 0 I Ii 
them to tit..; Sp.UllMU n tile \\ dt In es; \~ Ill( h. 

OLL.lf Uf. J 



occafioried the fame author to ufe thefe remark­
able words: "Hel'e began tbe honid prafiice of 
" forcil1g tbe Africans into flawry: all injtiftice and 
" barbari!)', which, /0 fure as there is vengeance ill 
" heaven for the worft of crimes, will fome time be 
" the deJtrufiion of aU who flv'1 or who encourage 
«it." This Captain H awkins, afterwards Sir 
J ohn Hawkins, feems to have been the firft E ng­
liihman who gave publ ic countenance to this 
wicked traffick : For Anderfon, before men ti-
0ned' at page 40 1, fays, "That in the year 1562, 
" Captain Hawkins, affifted by fubfcription of 
" fund ry gentlemen, now fi tted out three ih ips ; 
" and having learnt that Negroes were a very 
fC good commodity in Hifpaniola, he failed to 
« the coaft of Guinea, took in Negroes, and 
« failed with them for Hifpaniola, where he 
" fold them, and his Engliih commodi ties, and 
<c loaded his three vdfels with hides, fugar 
" and ginger, &c. with which he returned home 
"anno 1563, making a profperous voyage." 
As it, proved a lucrative bufinefs, the trade was 
continued bo th by Hawkins and others, as ap­
pears from the Naval Chronicle, page 55, where 
it is faid, "That on the 18th ofOCl:ober, 1564, 
" Captain Joh n Hawkins, with two [hips of 700 
" and 140 tons, fa iled for Africa; thJt on the 

8th of December they anchored to the South of 
« Cape Verd, where the Captain manned the 
" boat, and Cent eighty men in armour into the 
cc country, to fee if they could take fome Ne­
" groes; but the natives flying from them, they 
" returned to their !hips, and proceeded farther 
cc down the coaR. Bere they ftaid certain days, 
" fending their men a!hore, in order (as the 

author 
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It author (ays) to burn and fpoil tht'ir towI1~ 
" and cake the inhabitantso T he land they 
( obft:rvcd to be well cultivated , there being 
(( p lenty of grain, anu fruit of feveral forts, 
.. and the towns prettily laid out. On the 2.5 th , 

being informed by the Portugueze of a towI1 
" of Ntgroes called Bymba, where there was 
« not ouly a quantity of gold, but an hundred 
.. and forty inhabitants, th~y refolved to attack 
C ( it, having the Porwgueze for their guide; 
4, but by mifmana!!ement they took but ten N e­
tc groc5, having icven of their own men killed, 
« and twenty-kven woundtuo The-y then went 
I( f.lIo tller down the coafl: i when, havlng procured 
tc a number of Negroes, they proceedtd to the 
~, vVdl-Indies, where they lold them to the 
" Sp,llli.lrds." Alld in tile fame Naval Chronicle, 
at pagc 76, it is I,tid, "That in the year 1 567, 
« Franci~ Drake, before performing hIS vny.lge 
<, round the woflu, went with Sir John tl.tw­
.. kIllS in his expeditIon to the coall of GlIil1e~, 
.. where t.lklng 10 a c.ugo of flJve~, they dtter­
« millcd to /len (or the C,lribbce it1ancls." J low 
(~een I IIZ,lbeth fuHi:red 10 grIevous an in­
[fin. ,emellt of tht: ri'~hts of m,wkind to bL' per­
pct! Ited by hn il1b,1 cts, .111<1 how (he ,vas per­
[ll.l(\tll, about the 3 -II ye.lf of her reIgn, to 
gr,lllt I',ltellt~ for carryIng on a trade from the 

on It I ll"t of th nV r Stllcr,al, to an In.ndred 
Itag\lcs ue) on I Si rru Leona, which gwe nte to 
t'lC l'rc[t:nt j\fnc III con'pl H', IS har I to .llCOU1C 
for; Illy orherwil tli In Ih It It Jlof· from the 
Illill pr lCllt,ltlon III Ide to ht:r of ri,e Gtunion 
01 til 1'0', 111 1 of the hlVlOrJ 'cs It W15 

I tI, y \v u 1-1 re Ip from b~ln.; I .: 

E ,./ 
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acquainted with the Chriftian religion. Thi~ 
was the cafe of Lewis the XlIIch, King of 
France, who, Labat, in his account of the iiles 
of America, tells us, " "\¥ as extremely uneafy 
" at a law by which the Negroes of his colo­
ce nies were to be made naves; but it being 
ce ftrongly urged to him as the readiefl: means 
" for their convedion to Chriftianity, he ac­
" quiefced therewith." Neverthelefs, fome of 
the Cli.riftian powers did not fo ealily give war 
in this matter; for we find *, "That Cardinal 
<c Cibo, one of the Pope's principal minifters 
H of fl:ate, wrote a letter on behalf of the col­
ee lege of Cardinals, or great council at Rome, 
" to the miffionaries in Congo, complaining 
" that the pernicious and abominable abufe of 
" felling flaves was yet continued, requiring 
sc them to remedy the fame, if poffible; bue 
cc this the miffionaries faw little hopes of ac­
c< complifhing, by reafon that the trade of the 
" country lay wholly in ilaves and ivory." 

From the foregoing accounts, as well as other 
authentic publications of this kind, it appears 
that it was the unwarrantable luft of gain, 
which firft ftimulated the Portugueze, and af­
terwards other Europeans, to engage in this 
horrid traffic. By the moft authentic relations 
of thofe early times, the natives were an inof­
fenlive people, who, when ci vill.y ufed, traded 
amicably with the Europeans. It is recorded 
of thofe of Benin, the largefr kingdom in Gui­
nea t, 'That they were a gentle, loving people; and 

Reynold 

• Col\ettion, vol. iii. page 164. 
t Idem, vol. i. p. 202. 
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tteyrtold fays t, " :they Jound more jinare proofs 
Ie oj kvc and good wilt Jrom the natives, tban they 
<c could find from the Spaniards and POrll/gucze, 
rc even though they had rdieved them from the greateft 
cc miJer}." And from the fame relations there 
is no teafon to think otherwife, bur that they 
gencr.dly l ived in peace amongll themfelves J 

(or I do not finu, in the numerous publications 
I have perufed on this fubject, relating to thefe 
early times, of there being wars on that coall, 
nor of any ["Ie of capti ve~ taken in battle, who 
would have been otherwifc facrillced by the vic­
tors :j:: notwithfl.lmling [orne modern authors, 
in their plIbllCltiOnS rel,Hing to the \Veft Indies, 
drfirotls of throwing a v,1! over the iniquity of 
the Oave trade, have been h.udy enough, upon 
mere CuppofiCion Of report, to alfnt the con­
trary. 

It wag long after the Portllgucze had made a 
practice of violently forCing the natlvt, of Africa 
ll1to!lwery, th,ltwc rLad of thed,rlerentNegroe 
11,lt1OOS Hl'lking war upon each other, and felling 

L 2 theif 

t Col1e[t,on, vol. I. pog" 2H 
I f><ote, thi, ple~ fIll, 01 lIti:lf, (u, it the Negroes ap­

prrhen(\cd tllL'y 1110111.1 be cruelly put to death, if they were 
not rent flW.Y. why do thty m,lnlfl'll fueh relu.'kancc and 
.lreadlS tncy gcner,dly do. at being brought from their na­
th,. country I Wil1ut11 !:imith • .1t page 28, ray! ... '1'~'t 
.. G"""bawJ IIMor jl.·w " ani ",,;11 altt.tlp! any tb'~g. Ii,." I, 
'" 'ltMJ"r 1'1 J"JitraJI. /11 alllld 1/. -. and l'hom':H Philips. in hi; 
,ICC(Juntor '. vov,lge he pedotmed tothe coallofGuine.l.writc • 
.I. '(b,." t '\/~"9~·f. Ilr, fi I til tv IIIlVI t4t:r (J<Wn "1111' y, 
.. that Ill" ba"" ".fI,. ItnpeJ •• 1 tf I'" a,nOl, /'011' •• r jh Po 
.. INti Ih~ j'fI, jI.!I.{ 11' It"-"""" lVJI,,- I I; Ii. )I w,. , "'<tl.,"ttol, 
., II" v.,J 6; ... ", taf'lf }!t 
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their captives. And probably this was not the 
cafe, till thofe bordering on the coaft, who had 
been ufed to fupply the veIfels with neceIfaries, 
had become corrupted by their intercourfe with 
the Europeans, and were excited by drunkennefs 
and avarice to join them in carrying on thole 
wicked fchemes, by which thofe unnatural wars 
were perpetrated; the inhabitants kept in con­
tinual alarms; the country laid wafte; and, as 
Francis l\100r expreIfes it, "Infinite numbers 
" fold into navery." But that the Europeans 
(C are the principal caufe of thefe devafta­
tions, is particularly evidenced by one, whofe 
connexion with the trade would ratber in­
duce him to reprefent it in the faireft co­
lours, to wit, William Smith, the perfon fent 
in the year 1726 by the African company to fur­
vey their fettlements, who from the information 
he received of one of the faCtors, who had reLided 
ten years in that country, fayst, " 'That thediJ­
" cerning 11alives accoullt it theil- greateft uiJbappi­
(C neft, that they were ever vijited b), the Europeans." 
--" 'That we Chrijliam introduced the traffic of 
(C Jlaves; and that before our coming tbey lived in 
(C peace." 

In the accounts relating to the African trade, 
we find this melancholy truth farther aIferted 
by forne of the principal direCtors in the different 
faCtories; particularly A. Brue fays§, " TZ,at tbe 
" Europeans were far from defiring to aft as peace­
" makers amongfl the Nfgroes; 1.~·hich 'lC'oldd be 

t William Smith, page 266. 
, Colleaion, vol. 2. page 98. 

" alling 
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" aEling contrary to their interejl, fince the greater 
" the wars, the more flaves were procured." And 
\Villiam Bofman alfo remarks\ " That one of 
" the former commanders gave large fums of 
" money to tbe Negroes of one nation, to induce Jbem 
" to aJlack (ome of the ncigvbouring nations, vMcb 
« occajioneJ a battle wbicb was more bloody tban the 
" wars of Negroes I'jually are." This is confirmed 
by J. Harbot, who fays, « 'That Jhe country of 
" 1)' Etmina, wlJlCh was form,.,.lJ very powerful and 
« popltlous, was in VIS time Jo IllUch drained of its 
" wiNIPltants by the intefline wars fomented amongfl 
<c Jhe Ne"roes fly the Dlltell, tbat there did not r&­
" malll inhabitants enollgb 10 tilithe cOlll1try." 

• Bolinao, page 31. 

C II p. 
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C HAP, VI. 

THE conduct of the Europeans and Africanll 
compared. Slavery more tolerable amonglt 
the antients than in our colonies. As Chri!l:i .. 
anity prevailed amonglt the barbarous nations, 
the inconfiltency of {lavery became more ap­
:parent. The charters of manumiffion, granted 
~n the early times of Chriftianity, founded on 
an apprehenfion of duty to God. The antient 
:Britons, and other European nations, in their 
original ftate, no lefs barbarous than the Ne­
groes. Slaves in Guinea ufed with much 
greater lenity than the Negroes are in the 
colonies.-N ote. How the {laves are treated 
in Algiers, as alfo in Turkey, 

SUCH is the woeful corruption of human na­
ture, that-every praaice which flatters our 

pride and covetouf'nefs, will find its advocates I 
This is manifeftly the cafe in the matter befol'~ 
us; the favagenefs of the Negroes in fome of 
their cuftoms, and particularly their deviating fa 
far from the feelings of humanity, as to join in 
'captivating and felling each other, gives their 
interefted oppreffors a pretence for reprefenting 
them as unworthy of liberty, and the natural 
rights of mankind, But thefe fophifters turn 
the ~rgument full upon themfelves, when they 
inftigate the poor creatures to fuch !hocking im­
piety, by every means that fantaftic fubtilty can 
fuggeft? thereby !hewing in ~heir own condual 

a more 
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a more glaring proof of the fame depravity, and. 
if there was any reafon in the argument, a greater 
unfirnefs for the fame precious enjoyment. For 
though fame of the ignorant Africans may be 
chus corrupted by their intcrcourfe with the bafer 
of the Europeon natives, and the ufe of {hong 
'liquors, this is no excufe for high-profeffing 
Chrifrians, bred In a civilized country, with fo 
many advantages unknown to the Africans, and 
pretending a fupcnor degree of gofpel light. 
Nor can it juO:ify them in railing up fortunes to 
[hemlclves from the mifery of others, and calmly 
projetbng voyages for the feizure of men natu­
rally as free as thcmfe1vcs; and who they know 
an; no otherwife to be procured than by fllc" 
barbarous means, as none but thofe hardened 
wretches, who are loll: to every fenfe of Chrill:ian 
compaffion, can make ufe of. Let us diligently 
compare, and imp'Htially weigh, the litllation' 
of thofe Ignorant Negroes, and thefe enlightened 
Chriftians; then II Ct lip the fcale and fay, whlcl"l 
of the two are the greater favagts. 

Slavery has been (or a long tllne in practice in 
many pIrts of Aft.l i it was allo in uCage among 
the ROlluns when that empire flourdhed, but, 
except in (ome partlculJr inlhnces, it was ra­
ther a rcalllllible lervitudc, no ways comparable 
to the unrcJ,lun.lblc and ullllatur.ll ("ervice extort­
ed from the t\'t'groes tn our colonies. A late 
le.lrncd al1chor , li1e.1J...lIlg of thofe times which 
IIICCt'ednl the dlf1ulutilln ofth.lt emplrc,acquaints 
\IS. thlt as CIHlllianity prcnikd, It ~'ery much 

E 4- removed 
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removed thore wrong prejudices and pracricesa 
which had taken root in darker t imes: after the. 
irruption of the Northern nations, and the in­
troduB:ion of the feudal or military government. 
whereby the moft extenfive power was lodged in 
a few members of [ociety, to the depremon of 
the ren:, the common people were little better 
rhan naves, and 111any were indeed fuch; but ali 
Chriftianity gained ground, the gentle fpiri t ~f 
that religion, together with the doctrines It 

teaches, concerning the original eql1ality of man­
hnd, as well as the impartial eye with which 
~he Almighty regards men of every condition, 
and admits them to a participation of his bene­
fits; fo far manifefted the inconfiftency of na­
~ery with Chriftianity, that to fet their fellow 
Chriftians at liberty was deemed an aB: of pieqr, 
highly meritorious, and acceptable JO Godt· 

Accordingly 

t In the years 13' 5 and 13,8, Louis X. and his brother 
Philip, Kings of France, i!Tued ordinances, declaring, 
" That as all men were by nature free-horn, and as their 
" kingdom was called the kingdom of Franks, they de­
" t~rmined that it Ihould be fo in reality, as well as ill 
" name; therefore they appointed that enfranehifements 
c< Ihould be granted throughout the whole kingdom, upon 
" jult and reafonable conditions." "Thefe ediCts were car­
" Tied iuto immediate execution within tbe royal domain." 
" --In England, as the fpirit of liberty gained ground, 
c< the very name and idea of per(onal fcrvitude, without 
«. any formal interpofition of the legiflature to prohibit it, 
" was totally abolilhed." 

" The eif"eCts of fuch are markable change in the con­
dillon of fo great a part of the people, could not fail of 

" being confiderable and extenfivc. The hufuandman, 
" maftcr of his own indullry, and [ccure of reaping for 

" himfclf 
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Accordingly a great part of the charters granted 
for the manurnilIion or freedom of {laves about 
that time, are granted pro amore Dei, for the lOVi! 

of God, pro mercede ttnim.e, to obtain mercy for the 
foul. ManumilIion was frequently granted on 
death-beds, or by latter wills. As the minds of 
men art at that time awakened to fentiments of 
hUIll<lnity and piety, thefe deeds proceeded from 
n:ligious rnotJves. The [.lme author remarks, 
'1 hat there art feveral forms of thole manum I f~ 
(ions nil] extant, all of them founded on religiolLf 
"onfit/erallons, and In order /0 procure the favour of 
God. Since thJt time, that pratticc o( keepin:; 
of men 1/1 11,\Vcry gmdually ceakd amongftChrif 
li,IO~, ttll It was renewed in the care before U'. 

J\nd as thc prev,dcncy of the IjJirit of Chriftian­
hy call red men to eJllerg;c from the darknds ther 
~hen lay unurr, JO this rerpett; fo it is much trt 
be fr.ued th,lt 10 great a deviation therefrom, by 
tht; enLOuragC\llcnt given to the navery of the 

Negro~ 

.' )"mCdf the fruitJ of hi. labour, became farmer or 
the LIme hc\.1 where he h,,1 formerly been compelled 

If to tOll fl'lr th<: beneht of ;lnothcr. Till,; OdLOn'i' nJ.me of 
.. m.1lI r "",1 of n,we, the mnll mortifying ,m.! depcellinl'; 
... of .ttl dllhndlnn~ to human nature, "" 'rf; unolil1l1'·d. Ne\1,( 
(f Froll)t.'th opent'd, Jnd. n~w il1Cltemcnt" to lnrcnui y ~n-i 
~. cntcrprite prer ntc..l ,h"m i elvf'3. to (ho'~ whf) w ," cm ... ~_ 

ClI',lteu. Th. "ped t·,on of bett wI' the r InrtlOne, s 
wtll ." th.lt of r~li" I'; themCdvCi II> 01 more honourabk 

l' cOIHlIlinn. roncutrr i \11 (:..:.ll'nO' f, rth thelr 18: .. vtry and 
a. l~cn\u," '" and J, numerous rl.tt"3 of men, who forn''''''riy 
fI hlJ no polttic.1I e II.tnce, .md y..("r<' C'm~'loyed mrrl!) """-' 
H .mltrumrnt3 (If l;.lhour, bee lme uicful CltitCUJ,. .anJ (.). -
•• tnb\ltc:J towlnls . .lug llcnt1l1g the force ('It' -h:hl,,: cf t"'" 
U fncl. ty. whlcn .~Juptt"d the'n H mcrnhef .. p ,\ 1 tia 
lltbcltl'I"S HI' '-y 01 Ch .. \i the) th, vl,l, I. r H 
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Negroes in our colonies, if continued, will, by 
degrees. reduce thofe countries which fupport 
and encourage it, but more immediately thofe 
parts of America which are in the practice of it. 
to the ignorance and barbarity of the darkeft 
ages. 

If inftead of making !laves of the Negroes, the 
nations who aifume the name and charaCter of 
Chriftians, would ufe their endeavours to make 
the nations of Africa acquainted with the nature 
of the ChriHian religion, to give them a better 
fenfe of the true ufe of the bleffings of life, the 
more beneficial arts and cuftoms would, by de­
grees, be introduced amongft them; this care 
probably would produce the fame effeCt upon 
them, which it had on the inhabitants of Europe; 
formerly as favage and barbarous as the natives 
of Africa. Thofe cruel wars amongft the blacks 
would be likely to ceafe, and a fair and honour­
able commerce, in time, take place throughout 
that vaft country. It was by thefe means that 
the inhabitants of Europe, though formerly a 
barbarous people, became civilized. Indeed the 
account Julius Crefar gives of the ancient Britons 
in their Hate of ignorance, is not fuch as fuould 
make us proud of ourfelves, or lead us to defpife 
the unpolifued nations of the earth; for he in­
forms us that they lived in many refpeCts like qur 
Indians, "Being clad with !kins, painting tlteir 
bodies, &c." He alfo adds, "That they, bro­
" ther with brother, and parents with children, 
" had wives in common." A greater barbarity 
than any heard of amongft the Negroes. Nor doth 
Tacitus give a more honourable account of the 
Germans, from whom the Saxons, our immedi-

ate 
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lite ancel1:or~, fprung. The D anes who fucceed­
eel them (who may alfo be numbered among our 
progeniwrs) were full as bad, if not worfe. 

It is ufual for people to advance as a pallia­
t ion in favour of keeping the Negroes in bond­
age, that there are nave~ in Glunea, and that 
thole :1mollp-fl: LIS might be 10 in their own coun­
try; but Itt (ueh confider the inconfiO:ency of 
ollr giving any countenance to J1avery, bcca1.lfe 
the Africans, whom we e(teem a barbarous amI 
r(lvagc people, allow of it, and p<.'rhaps the 
more from ollr example. I lad the profdlors of 
Chrifllanlty acted indeed as fuch, they Illlght 
have bern inHrLlme n tal to convince the Negroes 
of ~hclr nror in this reliJcct; but even thiS, 
when Infjulfl'd into, will be to tiS an occafion of 
blufiling, if we are not hardened to every eenle 
of flullle, rather than a palltation of our iniqui­
tous condtrCt; as it will appear that the Oavery 
{'ndurnl in Guinea, anti other P,lrts of Afrie.t, 
and III Alia, IS by no meolns )'0 grievous a5 

that 

• In tI,c lIdlory of the Pir.Hiral Sute. of Blrb,rv. 
print<d ,n 17iO. lad t. j., wrilll'n by. perron who relided 
,It AI):ic". In a puohc lh"a~ler. at p.):e z6'i the auth"r 
f.lyt::, U I he \\(lfill (,,<claml" tlgainll the .AI~erjnr'S for thtir 
.. "mel tre,ltml'nt of thtir 11.1'.". and their employing tv," 
.~ tort\lrc~ to convert thclll to l\'1ahomc-tifm: but thIS ts:.1 

.. vulgar error, artlllll}' prnpag.,ted for felfifh ,iews. Sn 

.. far ar~ their l1ave> from be1ng ,11 ulCd. that they mull 

.. I"ve ,'ommitted lome very great fault to ruJrer an y 

.f punllbmrnt. N<ltner are they forced to work beyond 
., thc" Ilren!:th. bllt rother fp,lred. lell they fhould tall 
. ., ft"k. Some arc [., pk.lfed with their titllatlon. th.1t they 
.. "iII not purchJle their nnlom. though they are able." 
it IS til l".Imc gcncnlly through the lVl.lhomctm countne~, 

(XCCI t 
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that in our colonies. Francis Moor, (peaking 
of the natives living on the river Gambia, t 
Jays, "That fome of the Negroes have many 
cc houfe naves, which are their greateft glory; 
cc that thofe naves live (0 well and eafy, that it 
" is fometimes a hard matter to know the naves 
L< from their mafters or miftrelles. And that 
¢( though in fome parts of Africa they fell their 

" naves 

except in fome particular inll:ances, as that of Muley Ilh. 
mac!, late Emperor of Morocco, who being naturally bar­
\>arous, frequently nfed both his ofubjects and flaves with 
cruelty. Yet even under him the ufage the flaves met with 
was, in general, much more tolerable than that of the Ne­
groe flayes in the Well: Indies. Captain Braithwaite, an 
author of credit, who aecompanied conful genernl R ulfel in 
a congratulatory .mbalfy to Muley Ilhm.el's Cuccelfor, upon 
his acceJlion to the throne, fays, "The lituation of ti,e: 
« Chrill:iall llavesJin Morocco was not near fa bad as repre-. 
« fented.-That it was true they were kept <,t labour by 
" the late Emperor, but not harder than our daily labour. 
<, ers go through.- Mall:ers of Ihips were never obliged to 
" work, nor fuch as had but a fmall matter of money to 
c< give the Alcaide.-When lick, they had a religious houfe 
« appointed for them to go to, where they were well at­
" tended: and whatever money in charity was fent them 
« by their friends in Europe, was their own." Braithwaite' .. 
reyolutions of Morocco. 

Lady Montague, wife of the Englilh ambaifador at .Con­
"'antinop!e, in her letters, vol. 3. page 20, writes, "I 
.. know you expect I Ihould f.1y fomething particular of the 
" /laves; and you will imagine me half a Turk, when I do 

not fpeak of it with the fame horror other Chrill:ians have 
done before me; but I cannot forbear applauding the 
humanity of the Turks to thefe creatures; they are not 
ill ufed; and their /lavery, in my opinion, is no worfe 

" than fcrvitude all over the world. It is true they have 
no wage" but they give them yearly cloaths to a highe, 
valne than our falaries to our ordinary fervants." 
t F Moor, p . 30' 
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Cc Daves born in the family, yet on the rlv r 
« Gambia they think it a very wicked thing." 
The author adds, "J Ie never heard of but one 
{( that ever fold a family nave, except for fuch 
« uimcs as they wo"ld have been fold for if 
" they had been (ree." And in AIlIey's Col­
leCtion, f'peakingof the cuftoms of the Negroes 
in that large extent of country further down the 
coall, particularly denominated the co..\fl: of 
GUlne.!, It is faiJ, t "They have not many 
" naves on the coaf[; none but the Kwg or 
c, nobles are permitted to buy or fell an v ; 10 
" that they are allowed only what are necefl..\ Y 
<C for th~lr f.lmdit·s, or tilling the ground. " 
'f he lilmr author adds, "'(bat tbey geuerafl)' II) : 
C' tbelr flaws well, and jeldom (andl them," 

t Collcaion. vol. 2 . p"ge C4i . 

C' 11 P. 
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C HAP. VII. 

MONTESQYIEU's fentiments on Clavery. Mo ... 
deration enjoined by the Mofaic law in the 
punifhment of offenders. Morgan Goodwyn's 
account of the contempt and grievous rigour 
exercifed upon the Negroes in his time. Ac­
count from Jamaica, relating to the inhuman 
treatment of them there. Bad effects attend­
ant on Clave-keeping, as well to the mafters 
as the naves. Extracts from feveral laws 
relating to Negroes. Richard Baxter's fenti­
ments on Clave-keeping. 

T HAT celebrated civilian Montefquieu, in 
his treatife on the ]pirit of laws, on the ar­

ticle of Clavery fays, "It is 11eitber ufe/ul to tbe 
cc mafier nor flave; to the flavt! becauje he can do 
cc nothing through p1'inciple (or virtue); to the 
" ?!lajfer, becauft he contraBs with his flave all forts 
" of bad habits, infenfibly accllj/oms himjelf to 
.. want all moral virtues; becomes haughty, hajfy, 
cc hard-hearted, pajJiollate, voluptuous, and cruel. 
The lamentable truth of this aiferrion was 
quickly verified in the EngliIh plantations. 
When the practice of Clave-keeping was intro­
duced, it foon produced its natural effeCls; it 
reconciled men, of otherwife good difpofitions, 
to the moft hard and cruel meafures. It quickly 
proved, what, under the law of Mores, was ap­
prehended would be the conrequeo{;e of unmer­
ciful chafl:ifements. Deut. xxv. 2. "And it 

~. foall 
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" Jhall be If the wicked man be worthy to be bcat,'n, 
« that the judge JhouLd caufe him to Lie down, and 
cr to be beaten before his fMc, according to bis fault, 
« by a Certain nllmber; forty flripes may be givm 
« hIm, and not exceed." And the rearon ren­
dered, IS out of refpeB: to human nature, viz. 
" Left he Jhould exceed, and beat him above theft 
« with many flripes, then thy brotber Jhollld f:em 
({ vile IInio thee." As this effeCt [oon followed 
the caufe, the cruelefl: meafurcs were adopted, 
in order to make the mofl: of the poor wretches 
hbour; anel, in the minds of the maf1:ers, fuch an 
idea was excited of inferiority, in the nature of 
thefe: their un!J.lPPY fellow creatures, that they 
l"lleemcd and trt.lred them as beafl:s of burden: 
prl'tt'mhng to doubt, and [orne of them even 
prrfumlng to deny, that the efficacy of the death 
of Cimit extended to them. 'Which is partlCu­
larly noted In a book, intitled, " The Negroes 
.. and Indians Advocate," dedic:lted to the then 
Archbilhop of Canterbury, written fo long fince 
:IS In the year .6llo, byMorg~n Godwyn, thought 
to be a clergyman of the church of Enghnd. 

'fhe tCime tpirtt of tyl11l',lth y a'ld zeal which. 
fbrreJ 

• Th re i. '1 rrneiple y,hich i pur~, pllee,1 in the hum''l 
mind. which In dille .. nt 1'1.1<<' or 'ge< h.llh h.d different 
:n~me ; It i •• howe 'cr, pure, and proceeds from God.­
It" deep nnd InwuJ, confincJ to no form. of religion. nor 
~xcludeJ from .mv. where the he;HI Ibnd. In pertell lin­
eerilY, In whomfoevcr thi, take.; rout and grow •• of .. hal 
n.ltion I',ever. thq heeomc brethren in the belllcnfe of the 
1'''I',eiliml. Ulil1g ourfclve. to take \'")'S which 'ppc.r moll 
enly to U', whon l"tonhll.nt '" ith th.1\ purity whlch " WIth. 
out bcginnlll • we thuchy f:t up J government ,,: ~ur own. 

ind 
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ftirred up the "'oDd Bilhop of Capia to ple:ld 
with [0 much ~nergy the kindred caufe of chI! 

I ndians 

and deny obedience to Him whoCe Cervice is true libert}': 
He that has a fervant, made fo wrongfully, and knows it 
to be fa, when he treats him otherwife than a free man, 
when he reaps the benefit of his labour, withou t paying 
him fuch wages as are reafollably due to free men for the 
like fervice; thefe things, though done in calmnefs, with­
"ut any /hew of diforder, do yet deprave the mind, in like 
manner, and with as great certain ty, as pre"lliling cold 
congeals water. Thefe fteps taken by mafiers, and their 
conduct fhiking the minds of their children, whil!! young. 
leave lefs room for that which is good to work upon them. 
The cuftoms of their parents, their neighbours, and the 
people with whom they conver(e, working upon their 
minds, and they from thence conceiving wrong ideas of 
things, and modes of conduct, the entrance i11to their 
hearts becomes in a great meafure /hut up againft the gentle 
movings of uncreated purity. 

From one age to another the gloom grows thicker and 
darker, till error gets eftabli/hed by general opinion; but 
whoever attends to perfea: goodnefs, and remains under 
the melting influence of it, finds a path unknown to many, 
and fees the neceffity to lean upon the arm of divine 
flrength, and dwell alone, or with a few in the right, 
committing their caufe to him who is a refuge to his people. 
Negroes are our fellow-creatures, and their prefent condi­
tion among US requires our ferious confideration. We 
know not the time, when thofe fcales, in which mountains 
are weighed, may turn. The Parent of mankind is gra­
cious, his care is over his fmalleft creatures, and a multi­
tude of men efcape not his notice; and though many of 
them are trodden down and defpifed, yet he remembers 
them. He feeth their allliCl:ion, and looketh upon the 
[preading increafing exaltation of the oppreffor. He turns 
the channel ~f power, humbles the moft haughty people. 
and gives deltverance to the oppreffed, at fuch periods a. 
are confiftent with his infinite jufticc and goodnefs. And 
wherever gain is preferred to equity, and wrong things 

publicly 
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Indians of America, an hundred and fifty years 
berore, was equally operating about a century 
pall on the minds of fame of the well dlfpofed 
of that day; amongft others this worthy cler­
gyman, having been an eye-witnefs of the op­
prelflOn and cruelty exercifcd upon the Negroe 
and Indian naves, endeavoured to raife the at­
tentIOn of thofe, in whofe power it might be to 
procure them relief; amongft: other matters, in 
Ills addrd! to the Archbifhop, he remarks in 
[ubftancc, " That the people of the iiland or 
1:, Blrbadoes were not content with exerciling 
(, the greatcft hardnefs and barbarity upon the 
« Negroes, in making the moft of their hbour. 
" without ilny regard to the calls of humanity, 
" but that they had fuffered fuch a night and 
« undtrvalllement to prevail in their minds to­
" wards thefe their opprc!fcd fellow-creatures, 
« as to difcourJge any itep being taken, where­
" by they rfllght be mlde acquainted with the 
" Chnftian religion. That their conduct ta­
lC wards their (laves was [uch as gave him rea­
u [on to believe, that either they had fuffered 

n limit of infidelity, a lpirie qUite contr.lrY 
IC to the nature of the gotpel, to prevail in them, 
" or that It mull be their ell.lblifhed OpinIOn, 
" th.lt the Negroes haLl no more fouls than 
« bC.l(h I th.1t hence thcy concluded them to 
« be neither furceptlbk of religious llnprellions, 

publicly encouragrd, to tnat degree th.lt wickednefs t3kcf 
rootl!\d tprc\ds wide amongn the inh,lbit.lnt, of .1 country. 
th to ;, .\ rut cOlufc for forrow, to all fllch whote la,'. to 

.mkHl'\ II lnd, on \ true principle, and wilely conl,dtr the 
"'nd .. nJ evellt at thmg, ." ContidentioM on keepIng ~e­

rOC1. by John Woolm.ln, put ~. p. So. 
~ nor 
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" nor fit objeCts for the redeeming grace of Gcrcf 
" to operate upon. That under this perfuafion, 
~, and from a difpofi t ion of cruelty, they treated 
" them with far lefs humanity than they did 
" their cattle; for, fays he, they do not ftarve 
" their horfes, which they expect {llouid both 
" carry and credit them on the road; nor pinch 
" the cow, by whofe milk they are fu ftai ned; 
cc ""hich yet, to their eternal !hame, is too fre ­
cc quently the lot and condition of thofe poor 
cc people, from whofe labour their wealth and 
" livelihood doth wholly arife; not only in their 
" diet, but in their cloathing, and overworking 
cc fome of them even to death, (which is parti­
« cularly the calamity of the moft innocent and 
<c laborious) but alfo in tormeating and whip­
~, ping them almoft, and fometimes quite, to 
" death, upon even fmall mifcarriages. He 
e' apprehends it was from this prejudice againft 
,~ the Negroes, that arofe thofe fupercilious 
" checks and frowns he frequently met with, 
" when ufing innocent arguments and perfua­
" {ions, in the way of his duty as a minifter of 
<c the gofpel, to labour for the convincement 
" and converfion of the Negroes; being re­
" peatedly told, with fpiteful fcoffings, (even 
~ by rome efteemed religious ) that the Negroes 
" were ne more fufceptible of receiving bene­
cc fit, by becoming members of the church, 
" than their dogs and bitches. The ufual an­
<c fwer he received, when exhorting their mafters 
cc to do their duty in that refpect, being, What! 
" thefe black dogs be made ChrijJians ! What! they 
~c be made like us! with abundance more of the 
"fame. Neverthelefs, he remarks that the Ne-

e' groes 
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V< groes were capable, not only of being taught 
~, to read and write, &c. but diver, of them 
« eminent in the management of bulinefs. He 
(C declarc~ them to have an equal right with 
(' \IS to the merits ofChrifl: 1 of which if through 
« negkCt or avarice they are deprived, that 
., judgment which was denounced againfl wicked 
" Ahab, mufl: befal llS: Our life /hall go for 
" Jbeirs. The lofs of their fouls will be required 
" at our hands, to whom God hath given fo 
.. blelTecl an opportunity of being infhumental 
« to thtir fal vation." 

lIe complains, "That they were fuffered to 
l( live With their women in no better way than 
H dirtCt fornication; no care being taken to 

" oblige them to continue together when mar­
l< lied; but that they were futfered at their will 
" to It::lVe their wives, and take to other wo­
It ml'l1." I !hall conclude this fympathizing 
clergyrnllfl's obfervations\ with an inlbnce he 
gives, to Ihew, " that not only difcouragements 
.. and fcolfs :It thJt tIme prevailed in Barbadoes 
{( to eflabliOl an opinion that the Negroes were 
" not c.lpable of religious imprellions, but that 
.. even violence .Intl great abufes were ufcd to 

prcvent any thing of the kind oking place. It 
" WdS In the calt: of J poor Negroe, who hay­
" ing, at his own reqllcft, prevailed on a clergy­
.. nUll to adminit1cr baptitin to him, on hiS 

" return home the brutifh overfeer took him to 
" u{k, giving him to underlhnd, th.lt that was 

no Sl1nd"y': work for thoCe of his complexion, 
.. clut he h3d other bufiner:~ (or him, the negled 
« whereof rholiid coIl him an afternoon':; bap 
.. tdi11 10 blo')d, as h in the morning had re-

F il " celv(d 
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« ceived a baptifm with water, (thefe, fa}tS' the' 
« clergyman, were his own words) which he' 
« accordingly made good; of which the Negroe' 
« complained to him, and he to the governor; 
« neverthelefs, the poor miferable creature was 
" ever after fo unmercifully treated by that in­
c( human wreoch, the overfeer, tbat, to avoid his 
<c cruelty, betaking himfelf to the woods, he 
" there periihed." This illf!:ance is applicable 
r.o none but the cruel perpetrator; and yet it is 
an inf!:ance of what, in a greater or lefs degree, 
may frequently happen, when thofe poor wretches 
are left to the will of fuch brutiih inconliderate 
creatures as thofe overfeers often are. This is 
confirmed in a Hijlory of 'jamaica, written ia 
thirteen letters, about the year 1740,. by a per­
fon then reliding in that i!land, who writes as 
follows: « I !l1all not now enter uj?on the quef­
.-c tion, whether the !lavery of the Negroes be 
" agreeable to the laws of nature or not;. though 
.( it feems extremely hard they fbould' be re­
... duced to ferve and toll for the benefit of 
(C others, without the leaf!: advantage to them­
e< felves. Happy :Britannia, where {lavery is. 
c-< never known! where liberty and freedom 
., cheers every misfortune. Here," fays the 
author, "we can boaf!: of no fuch blefIing; we 
" have at leaf!: ten {laves to one freeman. I 
" incline to touch the hardihips which thefe 
" poor creatures fuffer, in the tendereft man­
H ner, from a particular regard which I have to 
" many of their maf!:ers, but I cannot conceal 
H their fad circumf!:ances intirely : the moft 
~( trivial error is pun iihed with mof!: terrible 
cc whipping. I have feen fome of them treated 

" in 



.. in that cruel manner, for no other reafon but 

.. to farisfy the bruti!h pleafure of an overfeer, 
" who has their puniOlment moftly at his dif­
"cre tion. I have fecn their bodies all in a 
" gorc of blood, the ikin torn olf their backs 
~( with the cruel whip; beatcn pepper ami fait 
« rubbed in the wounds, and a large !tick of 
" felling-wax dropped Itifurely upon them. It 
.. is no wonder, if thc horrid pain of ruch in­
C< human tortures incline them [0 rebel. Moil: 
« of thefe ilaves are brought from thc coall uf 
" Guinea: when they tirll arrive, it is oblerv­
« cd, they are limple and very innocent crca­
" tures; but foon turn to be roguiili enough: 
« anel when they come to be whlpt, urge the 
« example of the whites for an excuJ"e of theIr 
" faults." 

Thefe aceo lnts of the deep depravity of mind 
attemlant on the praCtice of lhvery, verify the 
truth of Monterqu,cu'~ remark of its pernicious 
deCts. And although the I'..me degree of op­
polition to inll:ructing the Negroes may not now 
:lppC.lr in the tlhnds as formerly, cfpecially once 
{he Society appointed for proplg.ltlng the Gol:' 
pel l'!.lvC l)Onelfed II number of Negroes in one 
oOf them; nc:verthelds the Iltuatlon of thefe op­
preffed people IS }'.t't dreadful, as welJ [0 them­
{elves, as In Its £on lequence to thelf hard ta(k­
ma'h:rs, :lnd their offspring; as mutt be evident 
to every impartLt! pn/on who is acquainted 
with the trC.ltment they generally receive, or 
with the 1.1WS which from time to time h;!ve 
been nude in the colonIC, with reli)ccl: to the 

egrot's I lome of them b~ing abtoilltcly in­
('onlillent With re.lIon • .lnci Ihocklng to huma-

F J nlty. 
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pity. By the 329th aCt of the alfembly of Bar ... 
badoes, page 12.5, it is enaCted, ., That if any 
(' Negroe or other Gave under pllni1hment by 
(' his mafier, or his order, for running away, 
(' or any other crime Or mifdemeanors towards 
« his faid mafier, unfortunately 1hall fuffer in 
« life or member, (which feldQm happens) no 
(' perron whatfoever {hall be liable to any fine 
(' therefore. But if any man 1hall, of wantoll­
<c mfs, or on0' ~f bloody-mindediuJs or cruel inten­
(' Jion, wilfully kill a Negroe, or other fIave of his 
~, own, he jhall pay into tbe public tret/Jur)', fiftem 
(' pounds jterling." Now that the life of a man 
1hould be fo lightly valued, as that fifteen 
pounds fhould be judged a fufficient indemni­
fication of the murder of one, even when it is 
avowedly done wilfully, wantonly, cruelly, or of 
b/ood)'-mindednejs, is a tyranny hardly to be pa­
ralleled; neverthelefs human laws cannot mak{! 
void the righteous law of God, or prevent the 
inquilition of that awful judgment-day, when, 
(C at the hand of every man's brother the life of 
(' man jhal! be required." By the law of South 
Carolina, the perfon that killeth a Negroe is 
only fubjeCt to a fine, or t welve months im­
prifonment: it is the fame in molt. if not aU 
the Wefi-Indies. And by <\n aCt of the aifem­
bly of Virginia, (4 Ann. Ch. 49. feCt. 27. p. 
227.) after procJamlltion is ilfued lIgainlt {]~v('s., 
(' that run away and lie out, it is lawful for 
.' any peifon whatfoever to kilt a11d dejfroy jueb 
(' fIaves, by fuch ways and means as be, jhe, or 
" they jhall think fit, without accufation or im­
f' peaehment of any crime for the fame." And left 
pri vate intqe!l: .(hO\lld inclin.c the plan ter t.o 

mercy~ 
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~lercy, it is provided, " <{hal every jlnve Jo kill­
~, ed, in purJuance of this all, /hall be paid for by 
4' the public." 

It was doubtlefs a like fcnfe of fympathy with 
that ~prelTed by Morgan Goclwyn before-men­
rioned, for the oppre/fed N egrots, and like zeal 
for the caure of rtligion, [0 manifeft:ly trampled 
upon in the cafe of the Negroes, whith induced 
Richard Baxter, an eminent preacher amongft 
the Dilfenters in the lall: century, i(:l his Chrif­
JWI Dirfflory, to exprefs himfelf as follows, viz • 
• , Do you mark how God hath followed you 
" with plagues j and may not con[cience tell 
" YOLl, that It is for your inhumanity to the 
c< louIs and bodies of men ?"-" To go as pi­
c< rates, and catch up poor Negroes, or people 
" of another land, that never forfeited life or 
" liberty, and to motke them naves, and fell 
" them, is one of Ule worfr kimls of thievery 
" in the world j and ruch perfons are to be 
" taken [or the common enemu:s of mankind j 

,t and thty that buy them and ufe them as 
.f beans for their mere commodity, and betray, 
u or dellroy, or neglcB: their fouls, are fitter to 
" be called devils incarnate than Chrillians: It 
.. is an heinous lin to buy them, unlefs it be 
<r in ch.\rity to deltver them. Undoubtedly 
,( theY;\rI: prt'fently bound [0 deliver them, be­
... ("lUi\; by right the m.m \s his own, therefore 
J' no miln elle CJIl holve a Jutt mit: to hIm." 

F + C HAP. 
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C H .A, P. VIII. 

GRIFFITH HUGHES's Account of the 
number . of Negroes in Barbadoes. Cannot 
k eep up their ufual number without a yearly 
recruit. Exceffive hardfhips wear the Negroes 
down in a furprifing manner. A fervitude 
without a ~ondition, inconfiftent with reafoa 
and natural juftice. The general ufage the 
Negroes meet with ia the Weft-Indies. In­
human calculations of the ftrength and live~ 
of the Negroes. preadful confequences which 
may be expected from the \=ruelty exercifed 
upon this oppreffeq p~rt of mankind. 

W Eare told by Griffith Hughes, reCtor 
of St. Lucy in Barbadoes, in his natural 

hiftory of that ifiand, printed jn the year 1750, 
" That there were between fixty-five and fe­
f ' venty thoufand Negroes, at that time, in th e 
" ifiand, though formerly they had a greater 
f' number: that in order to keep up a neceffary 
cc numQer, they were obliged to have a yearly 
" fupply from Africa; th at the hard Iabour~ 
f' and often want of neceifaries, which thefe 
" unhappy creatures are obliged to undergo l 
f' deftroy a greater number ~han are bred there." 
He adds, " That the capacities of their minds, 
,~ in the common affairs of life, are but little 
" inferior, if at all, to thofe of th(;: Europeans~ 
H If they fail in fome ar~s, he fays, it may be 
cc owing more to their want of education , and 
~f tPI! depreffiop of t/1eir fpirits by fl~very, thaa 

. ~, tg 
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u to any want of natural abilities." This de­
ft ruttion of the human fpec~s, through unna­
tural hardfhips, and want of neceffary fupplies, 
in che cafe of the Negroes, IS farther connrmed 
in An Account of the European Settlements in Ame­
rica, printed London, 1757, where it is raid, 
part 6. chap. I I th, " The N egrocs in our co­
u lonies endure a fiavery more complete, and 
" attended with far worfe circumll:ances, than 
" what any people in their condition futfa in 
" any other part of the world, or have fuffcred 
" in any other period of cimt:: proofs of this 
« are not wnnclOg. 'rhe prodigious wane which 
" we experience in this unh.lppy part of our 
" (pecies, i5 a full and melancholy t:vlucnce of 
" thi~ truch. The ifland of Barbadoes, (the 
c' egroc upon which do not amount co eighty 
" thoul;lnd) notwithflanding all the means which 
" they life to inere.lfe them by prop.1gation, and 
c, eh.lt the clill1.lte is in every reipett (except 
'c th.lt o( being more wholt'fome) eXlttly rc­
C( fcmbling the climate from whence t~l'y come; 
.. notwlthlbndlng all thi~, B.lrbadoes lies under 
" ;\ nccemty o( .111 annu;ll recruit of five thou­
" l'.Ind flJ.ves, to keep lip the noek ;It the num­
.. ber I howe m ntionc:d. TIl.s prodig.ou (al­
" lure, whic.h i at leaf!: in the fame Foportion 
.. in ,ill our Inand J fhc:w dcmonnratively that 
II (()me Iln ommon olnJ Ui\(uf portable" rdlbip 
II llc lIpon the • 'e~ro 5, which we rS [hrlll 
IC down in elleh a furpriling m nne:r." 

tn an aecollnt of p Ht of North ,Amertc.\, 
ptlbllih d by Thonl.l~ Jeffery, 17bl, the: author, 
rrc.\kln~ of tht: \11\ge the Te roes receive ill the 
" 'dl InolJ ill \Ods, t' ys, " It is impoffible (or 
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« a homan heart to refleel: upon the fervitude of 
" thefe dregs of mankind, without in fame 
" meafure feeling tor their mifery, which ends 
« but with their lives.-Nothing can be more 
" wretched than the condition of this people. 
~t One would imagine, they were framed to be 
c< the difgrace of the human fpecies; banifhed 
c' from their country, and deprived of that bIef­
H ling, liberty, on which all other nations fet 
,~ the greateft value, they are in a meafure re­
« duced to the condition of beafts of burthen. 
c< In general, a few roots, potatoes efpecially, 
« are th.eir food, and two rags, which neither 
c< fcreen them from the heat of the day, nor the 
« extraordinary coolnefs of the night, all their 
« covering; their fleep very Short; their labour 
c< almo!l: continual: they receive no wages, bu~ 
" have twenty lafhes for the fmalleft fault." .4 
thotlghtful perfon, who had an opportunity of 
obferving the miferable wndition of the Ne­
groes in one of our We!l:-India i!lands, writes 
thus: " 1 met with daily exercife to fee the 
~ treatment which thofe miferable wretches met 
c< with from their ma!l:ers; with but few ex­
Ct ceptions. They whip thenl moft unmerci­
« fully on fmall occaGons; you will fee their 
c< bodies all whealed and rcaned; in {hart, they 
.< feern to fet no other value on their lives, than 
.< as they co!l: them fa much money; and are 
« reftrained from killing them, when angry, by 
c< no worthier confideration, than that they lofe 
" fa much. They ael: as though they did not 
" 1001' upon them as a race of human creatures~ 
« who have rearon, and remembrance of mi{­
e< fortunes, but as beafts) like oxen, who ar~ 

" ftubborn, 
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H ,!l:ubborn, hardy, aod reore1ers, fit for burdcns, 
<c and defigncd to bear them: they will not 
" allow tht:m to have any claim to human pri­
~l vileges, or fqrce indeed to be regarded as the 
" work of God. Though it was confillent 
<I with the jul1:ice of our Maker to pronounce 
" the fentence on our common parent, and 
" through him to all fllcceeding generations. 
" 'fhal he antli they Jbould cat their bread by the 
" JWtat of th(ir brows; yet does it not l1:;lnd re­
a corded by the fame eternal truth, 'That the 
" labourer is worthy of bis hire? It cannot 
II be allowed, in n,Hurai jurtice, tlllt there 
" ihollid be a lel'vicutie without condition; 
" a cruel, encllds i"crvltude. It cannot be re­
II conctleable to natural juflice, that whole na-

tions, nay, whole continents of men, ihould 
" be devoted to do the drudgery of life for 
" othel'~, be draggnl away (ro\n their attach­
(' mC'nt$ of relations and (oueties, .lnd be m.lde 
" to lervc the .Ippctltes ami pleallln: of a race 
" of mcn, whole Illpenority has been obtained 
.. by illegal (orce." 

Sir Hans Sloane, in the introduEtion to hi~ 
n ltural hdlory of J ,\rnaic,\, In the aC(Ollnt he 
glvc~ of th tre tment the 'egroc~ mct with 
there, Ipcaklng of the l'uoilhmcClt5 infliEted on 
them. "IYS, P'oc ,)6, " }:<lr fruc\llOl1, the pu­
" nllhment 1\ burning tl'el11, b, 0 ding them 
.. down to the grOL1nd with Cro<)kld Ibcks on 
.t every limb, an,! th n al ply I (, the fire, by 
" de fec , (rolll tloe feet an I 11'11 's, bmnln rr 

" them gradullly lip ro the ht , wi t'r by 
<t I Ir p .1 S Il e (~ , It. 1 d (r n 'of.1 
f· Iefs n.1turc, g ldw.:; ul' L!1()l:'l .1 .; of. .1 It t Ie 
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~, foot with an axe.--" For negligence, t'hey 
'" are ufually whipped by the overfeers witit 
~, lance-wood fwitches.~-After they are whip­
e' ped till they are raw, fome put on their {kins 
'" pepper and faIt, to make them fmart; at 
cc other time~ their mafters will drop melted 
t' wax on their ikins, anq ufe feveral very exqtti­
« jite torments." In that ifland, the owners of 
the Negroe naves fet a£ide to each a parcel of 
ground~ and allow them half a day at the latter 
end of the week, which, with the day appointed 
by the divine injunCtion to be a day. of reft and 
fervice to God, and which ought to be kept as 
fuch, is the only time allowed them to manure; 
their ground. This. with a few herrings, or 
()ther faIt fifh, is what is given for their fupport. 
Their allowance for c10athing in the iOand, is 
feldom more than fix rards of oznabrigs each. 
year. And in the more northern colonies, 
where the piercing wel.l:erly wiads are long and 
fenfibly felt, thefe poor Africans fuffer much 
for want of fufficient cloathing. indeed fome 
have none till they are able to pay for it 
by their labour. The time that the Negroes 
work in the Weft Indies, is from day-break 
till noon; then again from two o'clock till 
dark (during which time, they are attended by 
()verfeers, who feve-rely fcourge thofe who appear 
to them dilatory); and before they are fuf­
fered to go to their quarters, they have fEll 
fomething t~ do, as colleCting the herbage for 
tbe ho.rfes, gathering fuel for the boilers, &c. 
fo that it is often paft twelve before they can 
get home, when they have fcarce time to grind 
and boil their Indian corn; whereby, if their 

food 
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food wa~ not prepared the evening before, it 
fometimes happens that they are called again to 

labou r before they can fatisfy their hunger. And 
here no excu[e or delay will avail; for if they 
are not in the field immediately upon the ufual 
notice, they mult expeCl: to ftel the overfeer's 
lalh. In crop time (which lafts many months) 
they are obliged, by turns, to work moft of 
the night in the boiling hOllfe. Thus their 
owners , from a delire to make rhe greatdl: gain 
by the labour of their naves, lay heavy burthen., 
on them, and yct feed and c10ath them very 
fparingly, and fome fcarce feed or c10ath them 
at II; fo that the poor creatures are obliged to 
lhift for their living in the bell manner they 
can, which occaGons their being often killed in 
the neighbouring land~, l1:ealing potatoes, or 
other food, to fatisfy their hunger. And if they 
take any thlDg from the pl.lntation they belong 
£0, though under fuch preffing want, their own­
ers wdl correct them feverely for taking a little 
of what they have fo hardly laboured for; whilft 
many of themfdves riot in the greateft luxury 
and excefs. It is matter of aflonifhment how a 
}leople, who as a nation, are looked upon as 
generolls and humane, and fo much value thcm­
klves for their uncommon lenfe of the benefit of 
liberty, can live in the practice of fuch extreme 
opprcffion Jnd inhumanity, without f'clng the 
inconlillcncy of fuch conduer, and feehng greJ.t 
remorfr. Nor i_ it leis amazing to hear thefe 
mea c.dmly making calculations about the 
l1:rcngth and lives of their fellow men. In J a. 
In liLI, If fi in ten of the new imported e<>roes 
;1urvive the kolfoning, it IS looked llpon t> 4 a 

gaining 



gaIning purchafe. And in moft of the other 
plantations, if the Negroes live eight or nine 
years, their labour is reckoned a fufficient com~ 
penfation for their co it. If calculations of this 
fort were made on the ftrength and labour of 
beall:s of burden, it would not appear fo ll:rano-e; 
but even then, a merciful man would certai~ l y 
ufe his beaft with more mercy than is ufually 
fhewn to the poor Negroes. Will not the groans, 
the dYing groans, of this deeply afflicted and op­
prelfed people reach heaven? and when the cup 
of iniquity is full, muft not the inevitable con~ 
fequence be. the pouring forth the judgments of 
God upon the opprelfors? But alas! is it not 
too manifell: that this oppreffion his already long 
been the objeCt of the divine difpleafure? For 
what heavier judgment, what greater calamity, 
can befall any people, than to become fubject to 

that hardnefs of heart, that forgetfulnefs of God, 
and infenfibility to every religious impreffion, 
as well as that general depravation of manners, 
which fo much prevails in thefe colonies, in pro­
portion as they have more or lefs enriched them­
felves at the expence of the blood and bondage 

• of the Negroes. 
It is a dreadful confideration, as a late au· 

thor remarks, that out of the ftock of eighty 
thoufand Negroes in Barbadoes, there die every 
year five thoufand more than are born in thac 
iOand; which failure is probably in the fame 
proportion in the other iOands. In ejfefJ, this 
people is under a necejJity of being entirely renewed 
every fixteen years. And what mull: we think of 
the management of a people, who, far from in­
I;reafing greatly, as thofe who have no lofs by 

wal; 
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flar ough t to do, mufl:, in [0 Jhort a time as fix­
tcen years, without foreign recruits, be entifely 
con(umed to a man! Is it not a Chri!1:ian doctrine, 
Ihat the lab<!urer is worthy of hIS hire? And hath 
not the Lord, by the mouth of his prophet, 
pronounced, .. ff/o unto tbat man who buildetb 
<, his houJe by unrighteoujnrjs, and his chambers by 
« wrong; who ujes his neighbour's jer'Vice without 
<r wagtJ, and giveth bim nought lor his work 1" 
And yet the poor Negroe !laves are conftrained, 
l ike the bea(h, by beating, to work hard with­
out hire or recompence, and receive nothing 
from the hand of their unmerciful mailers, but 
ruch a wretched provifion as will [carce fupporc 
them under their fatigues. The intolerable 
hardJhips many of the !l.IVt:S undergo, are fuffi­
ciently proved by the Jhortne[s of their lives.­
And who are thefe miferablc creatures, that re­
ceive fuch barbarous treatment (rom the planter? 
Can we reflrain our jull indignatIOn, when we 
confider that they are undoubtedly hiS bretbren' 
his neighbours / the ,hildren oj the jil1lU Falber, and 
fom& of thoft f~r whom CbTl) died, as truly as fir thtl 
p/(lnter bimftlf. Let the opulent pbnter, or mer-

h.lnt, prove that his Ncgroe (l.1ve is not his bro­
ther, or that he is not hiS neighbour, in the 
fCTlpture fcnre of thefe appellations; and if he is 
not able ro to do, how will he jul1ify the buying 
and Idlin& of his brethren, as if they were or no 
more conlldtT.1tion than hiS cattle? The wearing 
them out With contlnu 11 I..bour, before they 
h.lVe lived out h .• lf their dlYS? The fevere whip­
ping anJ,torturing them, even to death, If they 
ldill his Inli.lpportable tyranny? Let the IlJ.rdielt 
(hve-holdcr look forward to th tremendous 

dol}. 



[ 80 1 
day, when he muft give an account to God df 
his ftewardlhip; and let him ferioully confider 
whether, at fuch a time, he thinks he lhall be 
all-Ie to fatisfy himfelf, that any aCt of buying and 
felling, or the fate of war, or the birth of child­
ren in his houfe, plantation, or territories, or 
any other circumftance whatever, can give him 
fuch an abfolute property in the perfons of men, 
as will jufl:ify his retaining them as flaves, and 
treating them as beafl:s ? Let him diligently con­
fider whether there will not always remain to the 
nave aJuperior property or right to the fruit of 
his own labour; and more efpecially to his own 
perfon; that being which was given him by 
God, and which none but the Giver can jufl:ly 
claim? 

£ HAP. 
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C II A P. IX. 

TIlE advantage which would have accrued to 
the natives of GUinea, If the Europeans had 
nCted towards them agreeably to the dictates 
of Jlllmanity and Chrill:ianity. An inordinate 
delire of gain in the Europeans, the true oc­
<:a[100 of the nave tra<le. Notice of the mj[­

fcprercnt:ltions of the Negroes by moll: au­
[hors, in ordt'r to palliate the iniquity of the 
(lave trade. Tho[e mifreprefentations refuted. 
part,cubrly with rcCpea /Y) Jbe lioJlmJoi Ne­
grou. 

FROM the foregoing accounts of the natural 
dil'pontion of the Negroes, anti the fruit­

tulner of mort parts of Guinea. whKh are con­
tinned hy authors of candom, who have written 
from thelf own knowledge, it may well be con­
dulled, th.lt the Negroes acquaintance with the 
F,urope.ms might have been a happinefs to them, 
if thele l.de had not only borne the name, but 
had alJo .laed the part, of Chri{(ians, and ured 
their endCilVOllrq by ex.lmplc, a well.H precept, 
to mal c them acqulinted with the gbd tidings 
Qf the goliJei, which bre.1thes peace ;\oU good 
will to man, and With that ch~ngc of heart, thilt 
lnkmption from fin, which Chrifl:i.lnity pro­
porrth. 1nnocence and love might then have 
pr y,nlcd, ,lod nothing would h:lVe bel:n w,lnting 
{() rotl1l'letc the h,lpplncfs of the nmp!t: Africans. 
But til rtverlt: h IS happened; the F uropeans, 
fQrgrttul llt til ir dLlty ..IS men .lnd Chr l(ban<. 
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have conduCted themfelves in fo iniquitous a­
manner, as mr.lt nece1farily raife in the minds­
of the thoughtful and well-difpored Negroes, 
the utmolt fcorn and deteltation of the very 
name of Chrill:ians. All other confiderations 
have given way to an infatiable defire of gain, 
which has been the principal and moving caufe 
of the mofr iniquitous and dreadflll feme that was, 
perhaps, ever aCted upon the face of the earth. 
Infread of making ufe of that fnperi0r know­
ledge with which the Almighty, the c~mmon 
Parent of mankind, had favollrel'l them, to 

ftrengthen the principle of peace and g00d will 
in the breafts of the incautious Negroes, the Eu­
ropeans have, by their bad example, led them 
into excefs of dntnkennefs, debauchery, and ava. 
rice; whereby every pafIion of corrupt nature 
being inflamed, they have been eafily prevailed 
upon to make war, and captivate one another. 
as well to furnifh means for the exce1f'es they had 
been habituated to, as to fatisfy the greedy de­
fire of gain in their profligate emp]overs, who to 
this intent have furniil1ed them with prodigious 
quantities of arms and ammunition. Thus they 
have been hurried into confufion, diftreJ"s, and 
all the extremities of temporal mifery; every 
thing, even the power of their kings, has been 
made fubfervient to this wicked purpofe; for 
inftead of being proteCtors of their (ubjeCts, fome 
of thofe rulers, corrupted by the excefIive love 
of fpirituous liquors, and the tempting baits laid 
before them by the faCtors, have invaded tlu: 
liberties of their unhappy {ubjeCts, and ape be­
come their oppreifors. 

Here 



lIere it may be neccifary to obferve, that the 
ar.counts we have of the inhabitants of Guinea, 
are chieAy given by perfons engaged in the trade, 
who, from felf.intcrdlcd views, have dcfcribed 
them In ruch COIOUTS as were lean: likely to ex­
cite compamon and refpeCt and endeavoured to 
reconcik fo manitttt a violation of the rights of 
mankind to the minds of the pmchafers; yet 
they C:lnnot but allow the Negroes to ce poifeifed 
of lome good C]u~llitics, though thl:j' contrive as 
much as pomble; to cafl: a fhade over them. A 
partlcubr inrlance of this appears in A(1:ley'; Col­
Idtion , vol. II. p. 73. where the author, fpeak­
ing ot the Mandingos ft:ttled at Gakm, which 
is [ltuated ()CO miles up the Senegal, after 
f.lymg that they c;trry on a commer(1: to all the 
neighbounng kingdoms, and amals riches, adds, 
" That exccptJng ,be vices pew/tar to tbe Blacks, 
" they an: a good lort of peoplc:, honl:(1:, hoepl­
« tnbk, jurl: to their word, Iaboriolls, induf­
(C tricus, and I'ery re.ldy to learn art, and lel­
" ences." 1 !ere it is difficult to Im.!,yine what 
vices lun be peculiarly attendant on tpt'ople f6 
well diCpol\:d as the author deluibes there to be. 
'Ii ilh rclpeCt to the charge rome authors l\.lve 
brou~ht .Iglinflthem, as being void of all natu­
r:ll .dfeCtlOn, it is ircquently contr.ll,iided by 
others. In voL ii. of the C(11le~lton, p. 275, and 
bll) , the cgroes of. 'orth GUItlCJ, and the Gold 
C oall, arc I.lid 10 b,' fJrui of Ilmr children, wbc 
th,y love with ImJallrjs. j \ nd BoCn1.ln Cws, p, 
3+l"" ('t a few In his country ('iIZ. llolbnd) 
.. londly im;lginc, tint pare.nts hGrc lell their 
., dllldrrn, m'\1 tlKir wives, and lone brother 
• the othn' but thole who think t'o deceive 
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" themfelves; for this never happerrs on any 
« other account but that of I)eceffity, or fome 
" great crime." The fame is repeated by J. 
Barbot, p. 326, and alfo confirmed by Sir Hans. 
Sloane, In the introduCtion to his natural hifl:ory 
of Jamaica; ' where fpeaking of the Negroes, he 
fays, "They are uf~lally thought to be haters 
c, of their own d1ildren, and therefore it is be­
<0 lieved that they fell and difpofe of them to 
« {hangers. for money: but this is not true; 
., for the Negroes of Guinea being divided into 
c< feveral eaptainihips, as well as the Indians of 
... America, have wars; and bdides thofe l1ain in 
" batde, mafhY prifoners are taken, who are fold 
" for l1aves, and brought hither: but the pa­
" rents here, although their children are tlaves 
c, for ever, yet have fo great love for them, that 
" no mafter dares fell, or give away, one of their 
c, little ones, unlefs they care not whether their 
(' parents hang themfelves or no." J. Barbot, 
fpeaking of the occaLion of the natives of Guinea. 
being reprefented as a treacherous people, afcribes 
it to the Hollanders (and doubtlefs other Euro­
peans) ufurping authority, and fomenting di­
vi'Lions between the Negroes. At page 110, he 
fays, " It is well known that many of the Etl­
cc ropean nations trading amongft thofe people, 
" have very unjuftly and inhumanly, withou~ 
" any provocation,. ftolen away, from time to 
." time, abundance of the people, not only on 
" this co aft, but almo!! every where in Guinea, 
'" who have come on board their £hips in a 
t, harmlefs and confiding manner: thele they 
" have in great numbers carried away, and fold 
fC in the plantations, with other Ilaves which 
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" they had purchafed." And although [0ffi4; 

of the Negroes may be jurtly ch1rged with in­
dolence and fupincn<:f" ytc many others arc fre­
quently mentioned by authors as a carri/ul, in­
tllljirlolls, and even laborious people. But nothing 
lhnvs more clearly how unf.1fe it is to form a 
judgment of (blhnt people from the accounts gi­

' V(;[1 of them by travellers, who have taken but 
a tr.wlient view of things, than the cafe of the 
Hottentots, VIZ. tholt: fever.11 nations of Ne­
groes who inhabit the moll: t()urhern part of Af­
riCI ~ Ibde p,'&plt: <tH' repreknted by feverai at:­

{hor5, who nppear to have very much copIed 
thelr n:iJtions one from thr other, as ]0 ravage 
and barb.lfollS a~ to have littk of hunnn, but 
the (hapt:: but thell: accounts are ll:rongly con­
tradl(~1:ed by others, particularly Peter I\:olben, 
who Ii IS given a circumlhntill relation of the 
ddiJOfltion and manners of (hore people. He 
W.lo, :~ I1Ull of karning, fent from the court of 
l'rulli.1 lolely to tn.lke allronomical nnu natllral 
obttrY:ltions there; an-i having no interelt in 
the n.lvery of the Negroes, hau nor rhe fame rn~ 
d lIct'lncnt as nlOll other rel.u0[S had, ro mi Ii-e ­
III dellt the natl\ t's 'Of Africa. 1 Ie relided eight 
) r.lr, .It anu about the Cape or Good Hope, 
during wllll:h [line he examined. with great care 
into the cultOI11S, m.mners, .md the opinions of 
the I IoCtenwts, whence he fi.:t5 thefe people in 
a quite dlth-n:nt light from wh.lt they appear 
in former "Iutlwr, whom he corrt!Ets, and. 
blamt:.~ for the f.llkhoods they have wantonly 

G J told 
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told of them. At p. 61, he fays, cc The details 
" we have in feveral authors, are for the moft 
" part made up of inventions and hearfays, 
" which generall y prove falfe." Neverthelefs, 
he allows they are juftly to be blamed for their 
floth.-The love of liberty and indolence is tl"cir all: 
compul/ion is death to them. J1/bi/e IICcejJit)' obliges 
them to work they are vel)' tratlab!e, obcdimt, and 
faithflll; but whm they bavtJ got enough to ]atis]y 
the preJent want, they are deaf to all fur/bLr CiI­

treaty. He alfo cenfures them for their naftinefs, 
the effeCl: of floth; and for their love of drillk, 
and the praCl:ice of fome unnatural cuftoms, 
which long ufe has eftabJifhed amongft: them; 
which, neverthelefs, from the general good dif­
pofition of thefe people, there is great reafon to 
believe they might be perfuaded to refrain from, 
if a truly Chriftian care had been extended to­
wards them. He fays, " They are eminently 
" diftinguifhed by many virtues, as their mutual 
" benevolence, friendlhip, and hofp:tality; they 

breathe kindnefs and good-will to one ano­
" ther, and leek all opportunities of obliging. 
cc Is a Hottentot's affiftance required by one of 
" his countrymen? he runs to give it. Is his 
" advice afked? he gives it with fincerity. Is 
" his ccuntryman in want? he relieves him to 
" the utmoft of his power." Their hofpitality 
extends even to European ftrangers: in travel­
lino through the Cape countries, you meet with 
a chearful and open reception, in whatfoever vil­
lage you come to. In fhort, he fays, p. 339, 
~, The integrity of the Hottentots, their ftriCl:­
I' nefs and celerity in the execution of juftice. 
H i\np their charitr, are equalled by few nations. 

" III 



•• In alliances, their word is facred; there being 
hardly any thmg they took IIpon as a Jou!er crime 

« tban breach of engagemt'nts. 'Theft and adu!ury 
" Ih., ptlnijh wilb death. They firmly believe 
tbere is a God, (he author of all things, whom 
they c,tll the' God of gods; but it do~ not ap­
pear {hat th~y have any inltitlltion of worlhip 
direCtly regarding this Cupreme Deity. When 
prdTed on this article, they excure th<.:mfelvCi by 
11 traditjon, "'Tbat their firfl parents Jo griC'Voujly 
" o(Ji.·flded thIS ,{reat Cod, that he curled them and 
« Omr pojlmtJ with hart/ncfs of h.'art; 10 that 
" Ihe.v know lillie aboul hlln, and hm.'e leJs inc!il1a­
" lim to Jare hllll." As h;ls been already rc­
milrked, thef.: Jlotrentots art the only 'egroe 
nations bordering on tht: fea, we read oC who 
are not con((:rne~1 in mJling or keeping Daves. 
Thorc Oavt's made ule of by the Hollanders at 
the Cape, arc brought from other parts of Gui­
ne.l. Numbers of thefe people told the amhor, 

That the vices they raw prcnil amonglt Chnr­
" rians; their avarice, their envy and h,ltred of 
" one another; thl'll' reillets, dllcontented tem­

pers. their hlc Iviouindl> ~nd injllfhce, were 
the thll1gs tlut p.lrtltlilarly kept tht: IIottt n­

" toto; from hearkening to Chrirl!anlty." 
F.1thL'f T.lch.ml, a Fremh jel'lIlt, famous fer 

11i~ travds in the Ealt Indles, In hiS aCC"tHll of 
thelt' peol'lc, tJYs, " rhe HotteJ1tots have more 
.. hDndly, love, .. lnd IIberalitv for one another 
" tha" .Ire .llmoll an} w:lere teen alnong!t Chrif~ 

I t .ms. 
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C HAP. X. 

MAN-STEALING efteemed highly criminal, 
and punifhable by the laws of Guinea: No Ne­
groes allowed to be fold for naves there, but 
thofe deemed prifoners of war, or in punifh~ 
rnent for crimes. Some of the Negroe rulers, 
corrupted by the Europeans, violently infringe 
the laws of Guinea. The King of Barfailay 
noted in that refpeCl:. 

By an inquiry into the laws and cu(toms 
formerly in ufe, and ftill in force amongl.1: 

the Negroes, particularly on the Gold Coaft, it 
will be found, that provifion was made for the 
general peace, and for the fafety of individuals; 
even in W. Bo[man's time, long after the Eu­
ropeans had eftablifhed the nave-trade, the na_ 
ti ves were not publicly ennaved, any otherwife 
than in punifhment for crimes, when pri[oner~ 
of war, or by a violent exertion of the power 
of their corrupted Kings. Where any of the 
natives were ftolen, in order to be fold to the 
Europeans, it was done fecretly, or at leaft, 
only connived at by thofe in power: this appears 
from Earbot and Bofman's account of the matter~ 
both agreeing that man-ftealing was not allow­
ed on the Gold Coaft. 'the firft. * fays, cc Kid-

" napping 



I' napping or flealing of human creatures is puniJh~ 
eli tbue, and even jometlmes with dealh ." And 

W. Bofman, WllOk long rerldencc on the coart, 
('nabled him to fptak with certainty, (J.ys, t 
<t 'Thai Ihe hWJ were Jcvere agaillfl mllrd,r. 
" I hievery , and adultery." And adds, "'T/;at 

Itumjteaiinr. was ptlnifhed on Ib: CoLd Coafl wllh 
,. rigId Fvmty, and jome/lmes with death it/elf," 
1 It~nct it may be concl udecl, that the iJit: of the 
gre.ndl: part of the Negroes to the Furop(",ms 
JS J'upportt"d by Violence, in ddiancc of the laws, 
through the knavery of their principalmen,t who 
(.\5 i~ too often the call; with thole in Furopcan 
(ollntries) umler pretence of cncouraQ;ing [rade, 
1l11d incrcaung the public revenue, diln:g:ml the 
(Iiet,lte] ofjuilicc, and tramplt: upon tholt libcr· 
llt'i which they arc appointed to prefervt:. 

Franci~ Moor allo mentions man·fl:eajinn- as 
being diCcounten.lnced by the Neg;"oe goVt:rn­
mcnts on the rivn Gambi,l, and rpeab ot tht 1Il­

n.wing thl.: pe.lce.lble inh~bit.lnts, :IS ~ violence 
which only happen under a cOI'rllpt ad ninillr:t­
tion ot jtlllicc \ ho lays, '" « The kin,.!;s of dut 
" nnmtry generally advire with the:r Ilt:ld nIt'll, 
" Il.lrcely dOing. ny thmg ot conkqllt"nct', w th­
" out conlulting them tirll, except the Kin" of 
" {tuCliJay, who being t'lIbjed to h~rJ df1nk~n", 
•• is very ablolutc. It is to tillS I Ing'~ mJ:lt~-

" able 

1 llofm.\o. p. I+J. 
I ote. Barhol. P 70. [.IY'. the tr.dc of II.ve, i3 

in u. more peculiar l1\.ilnner th~ buJincf" of Ktn~" f n..::l} men • 
.. nd rTlme me[chanw, cxdulivc of the ll1t'cnor tort d' 
Qlack, . 
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« able thirll: for brandy, that his fubjdts freedom 
and families are in fo precarious a fituation :" 

cc '*' V/henever th is King wants goods or brandy, 
" he fends a meffenger to the Englifh Governor 
" at J ames Fort, to defire he would fend a Ooop 

there with a cargo: ths news, being 1I0t at all 
" u11welcome, the Governor fends accordingly. 
" Ae;ainll: the arrival of the Ooop, the King goes 
" and ranfacks fome of his enemies towns, feiz­
" ing the people, and felling them for fuch com-

modities as he is in want of, which commonly 
" are brandy, guns, powder, balls, pill:ols, cuc­
« lalfes, for his attendants and foldiers; and 
" coral and filver for his wives and concubines. 
" In cafe he is not at war with any neighbouring 
" King, he then falls upon one of his own towns, 
" which are numerous, and ufes them in the fame 
« manner:" " He often goes with fame of his 
" troops by a town in the day time, and return­
" ing in the night, fets fire ro three pans of it, 
" and putting guards at the fourth, there feizes 
" the people as they run out from the fire; he 
" t ies their anns behind them, and marches them 

either to .roar or Cohone, where he lells them 
" to the Europeans." 

A. Brue, the French director, gives much the 
fame account, and fays, t That having received 

goods, he wrote to the King, that if he had a 
fufficient number of Oaves, he was ready to 

" trade with him . This Prince, as wel! as other 
Negroe Monarchs, has always a fure way of 

" fupplying his deficiencies, by felling his own 
cc fubjects, 

~ Moor, p. 46. t Colleaion, VQ!. 2, p. 29. 
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{( f\JbjrEtsJ for which they fcldom want a prc­
«tenee. The King haJ recourrt to this me-

thod, by kizing three hundred of hi~ own 
" pcopl~, and rent word to the direCtor, that he 
i< had tIll: l1avc~ rlatly to deliver for the goods." 
It 1,·tIllS, the King wanted douole the quantity 
ot fI,()(J(j, Wflich the {.lEtor wOllld giv(; him for 
l/lt It- buntir,d naves; but the fac'or rduling 
10 t r'lit 11Iin , as /1(; was alre:tdy In tLt: Com­
pany's dtbt, and perceiving th,lt this fcfuLI had 
put the KlIlg much Ollt of temper, he propoC·d 
that he (lJOuld ~iye him a licence h)r tJk'ng ro 
1I1any ll1ort' ot hl~ peopk, as tbe goo,', he Ibll 
wanted were worth; but t!tis tl.e King refull:J, 
raying," ft m!~ht occalion a difl:urbanct' amongll: 
" hiS lubjeEts.'·· 1. xcept In the above inlbnce , 

and 

• Not~, Thi, !\Ic;;roe King thu, refuGng 10 comply witll 
the ro~1nr" wick"d ('copnf.t!, Ihe,,", h· \Vol' Cenlible hi, own 
fOndutt IV," not juJlih.lhle; and it I,kew"" arpear" the 
J.1~\OI"S only concern was to proctlre the gre.Hell number of 
1I.lve< . without "By reg.lrd to the injui\lCc of the mNhod 
hy wtHch th.l'Y \\I!rc procured ThL .\nJrew Dr lC~ was, 
fDr It long timr". rrtllrlf-ll tHrel'lor of the f'r.ene~ J\frlcan 

J',Jetlll') In thob p.nt,; 11l th;- n1J.1J :"\C'nt ot Whl(h .. he 1$ 

III the (OIl,,'ttlOrl "111.1 to h.lVC bad ~n f r .. 10rdln<lry fueccrs~ 
Th,' r~rt he ouc;ht to h.we .ltld ,1. a ehr;!!.Jn tow.rJ. the 
i~nor,'nt J\trkan~ fcr:ms 'lUl"C nut "Ifth'" ll'lf' b,m; the 1rn 

ht llf hi~ cml,lo}cn .1.PPl'Clf" to h vc lkcn h\.~ ((lIe l(on ern", 
\t r.lgt' ttl. fp<'lbug ~;f the COtrntry (1n th, ''Icf'lera1 rl"er, 

he Il)S ... It \\.IS "TY P"l'ulolls, the! ,I ri.:h. dllJ ,/ the 
If ~t"op'e \ ffC tn .. luJlnous, they might, c t theu o\vn pro. 
II (ll(t. l: ur} Oil J \ery cldv lntJ.b .\lU~ tr~lde Wi h tlr ng- r~; 
H th r h 1'" but f~w thlTl S 111 \ ·hi .. h the'\! c IJ h C'f­

.. _cUed; t" (h. ,"1d,) .t 'J I, h k t ' ,/I) E •• " 'fH "'-Ill 
II "I'i.,r 
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:md fome others, where the power of the Negro~ 
Kings is uiJlawfully exerted over their (ubjec1s, 
the nave trade is carried on in Guinea with (orne 
regard to the laws of the country, which allow 
of none to be (old, bHt pri(oners taken in their 
national wars, or people adjudged to navery in 
puniIhment for crimes; but the largenefs of 
the country, the number of kingdoms or com­
monwealths, and the great encouragement given 
by the Eu.ropeans, afford frequent pretences 
and opportunities to the bold defigning profli­
gates of one kingdom, to furprize and feize upon 
not only thofe of a neighbouring government, 
bur alfo the weak and helplefs of their own; * 
and the unhappy people, taken on thofe occa­
S.ions, are, with impunity, fold to the Europeans. 
Theie praCtices are doubtlefs difapproved of by 
the moft coniiderate amongft the Negroes, for 
Bofman acquaints us, that even tht:ir national 
wars are not agreeable to fuch. He fays, t " If 
" the perfon who occa{joned the beginning of 
rc the war be taken, they will not eafi!y admit 
" him to ranfom, though his weight in gale! 
" Ihould be offered, for fear he Ihould in future 
" form fame new defign againft their repofe." 

C HAP, 

" ntver Itt thtm ;n/. the jerrtt." A remark unbecoming 
,< humanity, much more Chnftianity! 

• This inhuman praCtice is particularly defcribed by 
Brue, in ColleCt. vol. 2. p. 98, where he fays, " That fome 
" of the natives are, on all occa/ions, en<leavouring to fur­
c. prize and carry off their c'Junrry l-eople. They Jand (fays 
" he) without noife, and if they lind a lone cottage, without 
" defence, they furround it, and carry off all the people and 
" effeCts t9 their boat, and immediately reimbark ." Thi~ 
feems to be molUy praCtife4 by fome Negroes who dwell 01\ 
the fea coaft. t ~pUnan, p. ISS' 
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C H A P. XI. 

A N account of the !hocking inhumanity, ured ill 
thl: carryJOg on of the nave trade, as defcribed 
by f.lttors of different nations, viz. by F ranCl'! 
Moor, on the river Gam bia; and by John Bar­
bot, A. Brue, and William Bofm:m, through 
t he conft of Guinea. NOh'. Of the large n:­
venm's anling to the Kings of Guinea from 
t he n,lVe tradt... 

F I RST, francis Moor, faaor for the Englifh 
African Company, on the fiver Gambia, 

~ writes, " That there afe a number of Negroc 
" tT.lders, colled joncors; or merchants, who 
e, follow the nave trade a~ a buftnefs; their 
" plan: of rdidence IS fo high up in the country. 
" as to be file weeks travel from James Fort, 
'e which IS !itu~te at the mouth of that river. 
" Thcle merchants bring down elephant teeth, 
" and in lome years two thollfJ.nd Il.lves, moll 
" of which, they lay, arc priloners taken in war. 
e, r hey buy tht'm from the different princes 
" who uke them; many of them are Bum­
" brongs and PetLh,tr1es; nations, who each of 
" them h.lve different \J.ngu:lges, and arc brought 
, from a vall way Inland. TheIr way of brin<7-
" ing thcm I~ tying them by the n.:ck with leath~r 
" th()ng~. at ,1bout 1 }"lrd dill nc from each ocher, 

dmty or forty tn a {lring. h:lVJOg generally 
" a b\lOdlc 
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tt a bundle of corn or elephants teeth upon 
" each of their heads. In theIr way from the 
(C mountains, they travel through very greae 

woods, where .rhey ca.nnot. for fome days gee 
" ~ater; fo they carry I.n D(ln bags enough to 
" lupport them for a tIme. I cannot," adds 
Moor, " be certain of the number of merchants 

who follow this trade, but there may, per­
c< haps, be about an hundred, who go up into 
" the i-nland country, with the goods which 
" they buy from the white men, and with them 
" purchafe, in various co untries, gold, Daves, 
" and elephants teeth. Belides the Daves, which 
" the merchants bring down, there are many 
" boughe along the river: thefe:: are either 
" taken in war, as the former are, or men con­
" demned for crimes; or elfe people flolm, wbich 

is very IrequeJlt:-Since the Dave-trade has 
" been ufed, all punifhments are changed into 

£lavery; there being an advancage on fuch 
" condemnation, they flrain 101" crimes very hard, 
" in order to get the benefit of Jelling the crimil1al." 

John Barbor, the French factor, in his ac­
count of the manner by which the:: naves are 
procured, fays, " '" The Slaves fold by the Ne­
" groes, are for the moft part prifoners of war, 
" or taken in the incurfions they make in thei r 
" enemies territories; others are ftolen away 

by their nei gh bours, when found abroad on 
" the road, or in the woods; or elfe in the corn 
" fields, at the time of the year when their pa­
" rents keep them there all the day to fcare 

• John Barbot, page 47' 
" away 
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" away the devouring f'l1:111 Lirds." Speaking 
of the: tranfattions on th:1t part of Guinea called 
the SLlVe Coaft, where the Europeans have the 
moll f.lttories, and flOm whence they bring 
away much the greJterl: ntlmber of [laves, the 
fame auchor, and alfo Bofman, t fays, " Tht: 

inh.lbittnts of Coco do much mifchief, in 
" !1ealing thofe O.lVCS they fdl to the curo­
H pe.tns, from the tlpland councry.-ThJt the 
" jnlJ.1bit.tnt~ of 1'01'0 excd the fonner; being 
H t'ndowed with a much lJrger fh:lfe of cou­
ce r.lgc. th('y rob more ftlcccl"sfully, by which 
" means they locrc,lfc their riches and trade." 
The author particularly remark" « 'I'bat tbey 
" nre (flcollrng(d in /v/J prallice by tbe !';uropeanJ; 
" r..>Il1t:tlllll:S it happens, according to the ruc­
H ctl~ of their in1.lnd excmlions. that they are 

able to furnilh two hundred naves or more, 
.. in a few d lYS." And he i".iys, " t The 
" blJLks of lILl.1, or WhiuJh, are fo expedi­
" tlOlh In t[,ullng (or [l,IVt'S, th.lt they eln de ­
" livt'r a thoul:111d evt'ry 1l10rth."-" If there 
" Il.lppcns to he no flock of !ll"es ('-len., the 
" f.l~t()r lllull [rull the b1.\ck With hi, g()od~. 

to the vailic of one hundred and tifty, or two 
hllntlrnl pOlln,~ • which good they c.ury U!l 

.. in[(l the Inilnd LOIlIH y. en buy l1J~es at 0111 

.. 1Il,ukn l> fur OIbuy fi hunJred 1111 C$ lip 
" the 

I Corman, F"g 110. 
1 !labOI. p ge 1.6. 
II \\ ben the grc~t mtome which .ri·. I') lhe rgroe 

King, on the S\ .. vc Loall. from th~ Ibve, brought through 
t~"r I \frill onrnmcnt •• to be /lllpped 00 :,., .. ,.1 the EII­

rope.n 



tt the country, where thev are kept like cattle 
in Europe; the naves fold there being gene­
rally prifoners of war, taken from their ene~ 

" mies like other booty, and perhaps fome few 
" fold by their oWn countrymen, in extreme 
(t want, or upon a famine, as alto fome as a 
" punifhment of heinous crimes." So far Bar­
bot's account; that given by William Bofman 
is as follows: " .:J When the naves which are 
" brough t from the inland countries come to 

"Whidah, they are put in prifon together; 
cc when we treat concerning buying them, they 
(C are all brought out together in a large plain, 
" where, by our furgeons, they are thoroughly 
(C examined, and that naked, both men and 
(C women, without the leaft diftincriolJ or mo­
<c defty.t Thole which are approved as good, 

" are 

Topean velfels, is conlidered, we have no caufe to wonder 
that they give fo 'great a countenance to that trade: Wil­
liam Bofman fays, page 337, " 'ihat earh fbip 'which romes 
H to Tf/hidah to trade, ,·ec/uming ()tlC with another, either hy 
" toll, trade, or ruflom, pays about four blmdrtd pounds, and 
« fimelimes fifty flips rome hither in a year." Barbot con­
firms the fame, and adds, page 350, " 'ibat in the lIeigh­
" bouring kingdom of Ardah, the duty to the King is the <ua/at 
« of ft<utnty or eighty jla<ues fir earh trading flip.o' Which 
is near half as much more as at Whidah; nor can the Eu­
ropeans, concerned in the trade, with any degree of pro­
priety, blame the African Kings for countenancing -it, 
while they coo tinue to fend velfels, on purpofe to take in 
the /laves which are thus 11:0len, and that they are permit­
ted, unde r the fanclion of national laws, to fell them to 
the colonies. 

• Bofman, page 340. 
t Note, f ,om the above account of the Indecent and 

Ihocking manner ill which the l'nhappy Negroes are treated, 
;; 
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;t are tct on one fide; in the m ean while a 
« burning Iron, with the arms or name of the 
" company, lies in the fire) wi th which ours 
" are marked on {he brean:. When we have 
" agreed with the owntrs of the [laves, they 
(/ are returned to their prifons; where) from 
" that time forward,· they are kept at our 
" chlrge, and coll: us two pence a day each 
<I {l,Lve, which krves to fubfift them like cri­
"milla1 on bread and water; [0 that to fave 
H charges, we fend them on board OUr !hIpS 

Ie the 

it j, ,.nJonablc for perfon, uDlcquainted with thefe people. 
to condude them to be void of that natllral mode!ly, fo be­
coming a reaJon:tblc crt.ltare; but thofe who h,ve had tn­

tercourfc with the Blacks in thefe northern colonk3, know 
that thi,; woulJ be a wrong conclulion, lor they .1re indeed 
fl' fufcrptible or modelly and Jhame as other pcople. It h 
th,' unparalleled brutality, to which the Europeans have, 
by long cullom. been inured, which urgeth them, without 
blu!hing, to an [0 Oumerul a part. Such ufage is certainly 
grievous to the poor egrocs, particularly the women; 
but they nrc nave" anJ mufl [ubmit to this, or any other 
"bur. that is otrered them by their cruel talk m,llers, or 
cxpcfl tt) be tnhumanlv tormented into a~quiefcence. That 
the Black, Me un.lccu!lomed to fuch brutality, arpC.lT. from 
nn i n!lanr~ mention.u in i\llley" Collrtiion. vol. .. page 
lol. I •• \t III "udlence which Carreneuve hlJ of the 

KIng of Con ~o, where he wa, nfed WIth a great de,lot 
.. cIVtllty by the ELlcks. [orne nave; were deilvered tD 
.. him. The Kill): oblcrving CalTenellvc (according to the 
.. CUllom of the ~,nropcans) to handle the lomb. of the 

O.IV<' , buril out a 1.lllghing. "did the gre3t ",en about 
him the r.,~ior aJkinf the interpreter the occaJion of 
their mlTlh. was told It proece,leJ from hi, (0 nHelv 
e .uuinllljl; the 'LIVes. Ntvcrthclcfs, lb. I:.ll1g """' /_ 
..;ham'" "./ 'I, thalh'''<jir.J},j/ll,for JtU"~")"'" I. J. 
It 11f.a Jtljfl" p,.jfl.'fll,· "U"",r 11 

11 
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" the very firft opportunity; before whi.cT17 
" their mafters ftrip them of all they have o~ 
" their backs, fo that they come on board ftark 
"naked, as well women as men. In which 
" condition they are obliged to continue, if 
" the mafter of the !hip is not fo charitable 
" (which he commonly is) as to beftow fome­
cc thing on them to cover their nakednefs. Six 
(C or feven hundred are fometimes put on board 
" a veifel, where they lie as clofe together as­
« it is pomble for them to be crouded.." 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XlI. 

EXT RAe T S of feveral J oumals of Voyages 
to the eoart of Guinea for naves, wht:reby 
{he extreme inhumanity of that traffic is de­
I'cribed. Melancholy account of a (hip blown 
lip on that coalt, with a great number of 
Negroes on board. Inftances of Jhocking bar­
barity perpetrated by ma(l:ers of veJfels to­
wards lheir naves. inquiry why thefe fcan­
dalolls lOfringt:ments, both of divine and. 
human laws, arc overlooked by the govnn­
men£. 

T HE mifcry and. bloodfurd attendant on 
the (bve trade, are fet forth by the ful· 

lowing extracts of two voyages to the CO:l(l: of 
C'Ul(lca for nave~. The firll: is In a nnel from 
I.jvcq)ool, taken 'Verbatim from ti,e origllh11 
lll.w\llcript of the Surgeon's J ulirnal, 'l:iz. 

" Sdlro, Deccmber the ~9th, 172+ No trade 
" to.lLIY, though many traders camc on bO.lrd; 
., they infllrmed LIS, tlut the pcuplt. arc l!;(Jnc 
" to W.lf Within l.lOd, and will brin', prtfoncrs 

cnnt ... h in two Of three days, In hope, of 
whid\ we Ihy." 
Thl' 30th. " '0 tnch: yet, bm ollr tr.1Jers 

" C.1Il1<': on bo.utl to-thy, and Informed liS lhe 
l'"ol'1c Iud burllt fOUf towns of their cnc­

,. llllts, I() that to morrow we expc::i:l n lye, off: 
" .mother I.\rgc t1l1p is come in. Y deel J,lY 
.. C.llnc \1\ .1 large Londoner." 

l he Jl 11. " F.lir we.lther, but no.trade yet; 
H~ "\H~ 
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" we fee each night towns burning, but we 
" hear the Seftro men are many of them killed 
" by the i.nland Negroes, fo that we fear this 
« war will be unfuccefsful." 

The zd of January. "Laft night we faw 
" a prodigious fire break out about eleven 
" o'clock, and this morning fee the town of 
iC Seftro burnt down to the ground; (it con­
" tained fome hundreds of houfes) fo that we 
"c find their enemies are too hard for them at 
u prefent, and confequently our trade fpoiled 
« here; therefore, about feven o'clock, we 
" weighed anchor, as did likewife the three 
~, other velfels, to proceed lower down." 

The fecond relation, a1fo taken from the ori­
ginal manufcript Journal of a perfon of credit, 
who went furgeon on the fame trade, in a veffe1 
from New York, about twenty years paft, is as 
follows; viz. " Being on the co aft, the Com­
" mander of the velfel, according to cuftom, 
" fent a perfon on !hore with a prefent to the 
U King, acquainting him with his arrival, and 
cc letting him know, they wanted a cargo of 
"{laves. The King promifed to furni!h them 
" with the {laves; and, in order to do it, fet. 
c< out to go to war againft his enemies; defign­
" ing to furprife fome town, and take all the 
" people priloners. Some time after, the King 
" fent them word, he had not yet met with the 
" defired fuccefs; having been twice repulfed,. 
cc in attempting to break up two towns, but 
" that he ftill hoped to procure a number of 
" {laves for them; and in this defign he per­
C< fifted, till he met his enemies in the fieJd, 
" where ~ battle was fought, which lafted three 

« days, 
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.. days, du ring which time the en~agcment was 
« 10 bloody, that four thoufand five hundred 

men were Oain on the fpot." T he pnfon 
who wrote the account, beheld the botlies, as 
tht"y lay on the fidJ of b.lttlc. « Think," fays 
he in hi. Journal, "willt a pitiablt: fight It was, 
" to Ie:e the widows weeping over their lolt 
« hu!bands, orphans deploring the lois of their 
" f~ithers, &c.&c." In the 6th vol. ofChurchdl's 
,olleclion of Voyages, page: 219, we have the 

retwon of a voyage performed by Captain 
Philips, in a {}lIp of 450 tons, along the coalt 
(Jf Guine I, for c:Ic:phants rec:th, gold, and 'c­
groe H.we" Intended for B~rbadoc:s; in which 
he f:1YS, that they took « feven hundred Oaves 
« on board, the men being all put into iron! 
c< two by two, llia~kled to~ether to prevent 

their mutinying or fwimmlng ,Illiore. That 
" rhe egrocs are Ic) 10th to kave their own 
" country, tlue they often leap out of the C.lOoe, 
~, bo,H, or r11Jj>, into the rt'.1, and keep under 
~, w.iter till they are drowned, to .lvOJd b-elOg 
" taken up, and t:lved by the bo.ns which purfue 
4C thel11."-Thev had about twelve 'eg'roes who 
willingly drowned themlc1vcs; others Ibrved 
t hcmfclvc:, to de,lth.-Phdlps was advdcd to cut 
otT the leg nd .lTm~ of lome to tar'tfy the rdr, 
( <1 other (·.Ipl lIn~ h,ul done) but tillS he rcfukd 
to do. From the tIIl1\: ofhls r.tklOg rhe. 'egr<xs on 
board. to III .lrflv.lI .It B irQ,llioe , no lei" than 
three hllntlJ d .Iodtwentydiedofv:lriou::.dife.lli:s. · 

II J Reader, 

The follOWing ttl uon is Inferted .t the rC'luetl of the 
aathor. 

Thlt 1 m~y cOlll'ibutc II iI. Illy power to-'MJ.S the good 
"r 
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Reader, bri'ng the m atter horne to thy 0\ ~ 
heart, and confider whether any fi tu ation call 

be 

of mankind, by infpiring any individuals with a fuitable ah­
horence of that deteftable practice of trading in our fellow­
creatures, and in fame meafure atone for my neglect of duty 
as a Chriftian, in engaging in that wicked traffic, I offer to 
their ferious confideracion fame few occurrences, of which I 
was an eye-witnefs; that being ftruck with the wretched and 
affecting fcene, they may fofter that humane principle, whidl 
is the noble and dilinterefted characteriftic of man, and im­
prove it to the benefit ofthei, children's children . 

About the year 17+9, I failed from Liverpool to the coaft 
of Guinea. Some time after our arrival, 1 was ordered to 
go up the country a coniiderable difrance, upon having no­
tice from one of the Negroe Kings, that he had a parcel of 
fl aves to difpofe of. I received my infrructions, and went, 
carrying with me an account of fuch goods as we had on 
board, to exchange for the flaves we intended to purchafe. 
Upon being introduced, I prefented him with a fmall cafe 
of Engli!h fpirits, a gun, and fome trifles; which having ac­
cepted, and having underftood by an interpreter what goods 
we had, the next day was appointed for viewing the flal'cs ; 
we found about two hundred confined in one place. But here 
how l11all I relate the affecting fight I there beheld! How 
can I fufficiently defcribe the filent forrow which appeared 
in the coun tenance of the afflicted fathe" and the painful 
angui!h of the tender mother, expeEling to be for ever fe­
parated from their tender offspring; the diftreifcd maid, 
wringing her hands in prefage of her future wretchednefs, 
and the general cry of the innooent from a dreadful "ppre­
henfion of the perpetual lIavery to which they were doomed! 
Under a fenfe of my offence to God, in the perfon of hi. 
creatures, I acknowledge I purchafed eleven, whom I con­
ducted tied two and two to the !hip. Being but a fmall 
fuip, (ninety ton) we fool1 purchafed OUf cargo, confifting 
of one hundred and feventy flaves, whom thou mayell:, 
reader, range in thy view, a, they were !hackled two and 
two together, pent up within the narrow confines of the 
main deck, with the complica~ed, diftrefs of ficknefs, chains, 

and 
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be more completely miferable, thall that of 
thefe ddJ:reJfed capti yes. When we refleCt that 
each individual of this number had probably 
rome tender attachment, which was broken by 
this cruel reparation; fome parent or wife, who 
had not an opporrunity of mingling tears in a 
parting embrace; perhaps fome infants, or aged 
parents, whom hiS labour was to feed, and vigi­
Jance protect; themfelves under the moLl dread­
ful apprebenfion of an unknown perpetual !la­
very, confined within the narrow limits of a 
veDtl, where often fcvcral hundreds lIe as clofe 

II 4 as 

nnd contempt; deprived of every fond anJ focial tie. and. 
;n •• great mtafure, reduced to a fbte of defpcntion. \-Va 
had not been " fortnight at (ea. before the fatal confe_ 
quence of thi, defpair a~peared; they formed a deiign of re­
co'lorlng their natural right. LinER fY. by riflng and mur­
dering every man on boar<\. but the f;0odnc-(, of the Al­
mighty rendered their fcheme ahorti,,'. anJ hi, mercy (pared 
us to have time to repent. The plot wac; difcovered; the 
ring.lea,l.r. tied by the two thumb, over the barricade door, 
at lun·rife r~(~iv<J .1 number of laJhe,; in thi, fituation he 
rem.I;n.,,1 till run·fet, "<pored to the infult, and blrbJrity 
()f the b11ltal trow of r.lllor;, with fuillcave to exeeed" their 
cruelty.Il f,k,rure. 'I'h< (onfequenc" of thi, wa •• tillt next 
morning the mdCrable ruff"rer IV.', found Jead, fL.yed from 
the Ihouldcr' to th ",lill. 'l'h~ next victIm "a'.l youth. 
wno, from too Ilnlllg' a (cnfe of hi, mil<'ry, ,efured nourilh­
ment. lnd died dd're~,rdcd and unnotlc • .t. till tne ~.ogs had 
ted on part of I", neilL. \\ III not Chrill\.miry bluth at thil 
implOu, racrikge I ,\1.), the rcl..tion of it rcrve to cali back 
tn,' {lru~r,ltn~ remalo; ,'f hurn.mity in the hClrts of 11\.'(e. 
,h,,: Iro01 .• love of ,,(".Ith. p.ll't.,ke ill any degree of th" or­
rretll\c ~aLn; ,lnd n .• vc Inch an effect on the ntlnd, of the tin­
cere .... m,lY k proJuc't>. of peace. the harp' eneelot true 
,.rerent mce to\'" pan tr,mfgrcillon~, ~lnJ a rcfolution to renO\1Jlce 

11 conne .Oll wlth It for lhe tlme to .:orne. 



[ 104 ] 

as pomble. Under thefe aggravated diftreffes~ 
they are often reduced to a ftate of defpair, in 
which many have been frequently killed, and 
fome deliberately put to death under the greateft 
torture, when they have atte\11pted to rife, in 
order to free themfelves from prefent mirer)" and 
the flavery defigned them. t Many accounts of 
this nature might be mentioned; indeed from 
the vaft number of vdfels employed in the trade, 
and the repeated relations in the public prints 
of Negroes rifing on board the veIfels from Gui­
nea, it is more than probable, that m:lny fuch 
infrances occur every year. I {hall only mention 
Qne example of this kind, by which the reader­
m ay judge of the refr; it is in Aftley's ColleCtion, 
vol. 2. page 449, related by John Atkins, fur­
geon on board Admiral Ogle's fquadron, of one 
" Harding, maller of a veIfel in which feveral 
" of the men-naves and women-naves attempt­
" ed to ,if« in order to recover their liberty i 
~r forne of whom the mafter, of his own autho., 
~r rity, fentenced to cruel d'eath, making them 
" firft eat the heart and liver of one of thofe he 
cr had killed. The women he hoi fred by the 
" thumbs, whipped, and fla{hed wi th knives be­
re fore the other flaves~ till {he died"." As de-

teftable 

t See the Appendix. 
• A memorable inftance of fame of the dreadful eifeas of 

the nave-trade, ' happened abo ut' five years paft, on a ilijp 
from this port, then a t anchor abol\t tllree miles from iliore, 
near Acta Fort, on the coaft of Guinea. They had pur­
chafed between fa ur and five hundred Negroes, and we~6 
ready to fai l for the Weft·lndies . Il is cuftomary on boarc;l 
'tho[e veifels, to kCe}l the men lhackled two by two, each by 

, . one 
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tellable ant! !hocking as th is may appear to fu ch 
whore hearts are not yet hardened by the prac~ 
tlCt: of that crtlelty, which the love of weal th by 
J egrees intmduceth into the human mind, it 
will not be f1:range to tho fe who have bee n con­
cerned or employed in the trade. 

Now hert ariles l nect'ffary query to thofe how 
hold the baJ.mee of julliee, and who mu ll: be ac ­

counrable 

"ne leg to a (m,111 iron b,r; thde nr~ every clay brought on 
~hc clcck. for the benefit of the air; and lei: thcy Ih',uLl.lt. 
tempt to rrrOVt;:f (helT freedom, the~ 'v'1I"f' m dr- fJ.11 to two 
cor\lm,," chuln',. which arc ntcnrlcd cach lide til main deck; 
the women nnd children arc loo(e. Thi w r ,u ,tlOO of 
the Il.lVc< on boord thl' veffil. when it took tire by It< ' In. of 
" perron who was drawin" fpintJ by the hbht of a lamp; 
the cafk hl1rllin!(. thc fin' ~'rcaJ with fo mllch VI ,knee. that 
In nbtHlt ten 1II101lte'3. the r.tilor~, .ll'prchel Ulf ~ ,t imp:)lIi 
ble to r tinj;lIoIh It before it could rr ,l • , l.rgt lju Iltiryof 
powder tllf'Y had on board. condu~o<' il nceclrary t::o call 
them"'I,,' Into thc fo 1. as th onh (' ne f f.Vlllg rl, Ie 

live, ; "nJ firlt they endeavourr" 101, ,'rh: ,h,lIns bi wh,ch 
the r-<egroc mCn " re r,lllcIIl'J On the c', hu in the ()O 

i'u lion Ihe key belnl milling. tl,' y llad hilt Ju'l ""'" 10 I,," fe 
one of the ch,Iins hv v ret" I,in h t;, ftilp' ; wn, nth ... vehe _ 
mence of the tire !il i.n \,. rc,dc I that 'I' v all ! Ii tone 11l«n Jump­
(~i.l over ho.lrd. WhC\1 InllncJ.'.lt Iy th..: fire n<hing g,l\Th .. ,I the 
powder. the ,elfel"l v ur IV lh II Ih' n~ves . 00 rem;uocJ 
Llttcnnl to th, >n \ h.lln. and tUL I, IhC't.,; a$ jnJ niH f.ll1ow­
cd ti,e 1."lor; ex In. I·s. Th p n j I) b thr e l'or­
t ugut."7,e vt. ... l1el~ in h ht, who, Wilh ,till:r" fron, the fh .... t" .. 

putt.lng out tht·'r bl .t~, t l(lk U l Jb . .)ut h\.n lInJr&:J oJ fitty 
of thofe roor foul whn '"u:1,\ln d love. uJ which nunl' • 
\bo\lt fifty dieJ on fhor-" h';;1 m )IHv 4 }lOfe \\.J 0:) l\ rc 
lett'r d Ilg ther by ron 'h"" • ; they j'lTrleJ 
intu t',c 1e~, haJ brok 'n theIr 1 ': } '1 • h .lrtun "'lb" 
inll JTlt I v I;, Ion .• It< Ie " th I lb v m'Jfwi. 
cd .. \\hh.:h fl, c1itr'ncJ th th.lt w ~ ;0 
\,"oundc I r Wt) h d't'"L. rem l C'l 

difrvfcJ Qt, Iv\' ~':'OUn( vi "'Ie \))\'1\<"'. r urch L 'J. 
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countable to God for the ufe thev have made of 
it, That as the principles on which the Britifh 
conftitution is founded, are fo favourable to the 
common nghts of mankind, how it has happened 
that the laws which countenance this iniquitous 
traffic, have obtained the [an8:ion of the legiGa. 
ture? and that the exec U[ive part of government 
ihould fo long lbut their ears to continual r6-
ports of the barbarities perpetrated again ft thefe 
unhappy people, and leave the trading fubjeCl:s 
at liberty to trample on the moft precious rights 
of others, even without a rebuke? Why are the 
mafters of veIfels thus fuffered to be the fove· 
reign arbiters of the lives of (he miferable Ne­
groes, and allowed with impunity. thus to def­
troy (may I not proper! y fay, to murder) their fel. 
low-creatures j and that by means [0 cruel, as 
cannot be even related but with fhame and har­
rod 

CHAP. 
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C II A P. XlII. 

USA (; E of the N('groe~, when they arrive in 
the Wefl Indies. An hundred thoufand Ne­
groes brought from Guinea every y<:ar to the 
I .nglilh colonies. The number of egroes 
who die in the paITage and reafonlng. Thefe 
om:, ploperly fpeaking, mUfLlered by the pro­
irclItlOn of thi infJ.1l10us traffic. Remarks 
all ItS dreadful 1/itls and lene/C/II)'. 

W I l EN the veITels arrive at their derl:ined 
port in the colonies, the poor Negroes 

;lIe to be J II-polnl of to the planters; .lIlt! here 
thry .Ire .tgalll txpo\ed Il.Iked, without any dif­
tinChon of I,'xes, to the brutal eX.l1nll1J.tlOn of 
(heir l'lIrch.lltL; ;lnd tim, It nuy \~ell be iuclg­
('d, is, 10 m.H1Y, :tnuther occalion of Jct'P dlf-
1!t'I",., J\dd to this, that ncar connexlon, murt 
110W ag.11I1 be Il:p.l1~tcd, to go with their tntrJl 
purcl!;\Ii.rs; till' mull t· deeply affeCting \0 all, 
but luch whole h,.trt; .1ft .• k.ued bt the love of 
gam. Mothers .lIt: Itcn hanging over their 
daughters, l·edewlng their 1l.1kcd breatls with 
(C.lfS, and d.tllghtcrs clinging to their p.lrents, 
not knowing W/11 n'w fbge or ddtrds mutt fol­
low thelf icp.ILlllon, or \I hetl tilq fll.ll1 ncr 
meet .\?;..\in. .i\nd here wh,1" "I, 11l1'.tthy, wh.lt 
l ommli 1"..\tlon, do tl-Jt'Y l11t'c t vlt ~ hy, In­
(ked, If rhry \dll not leP,1]'Jtt' .15 rCJJ.iy JS thelr 
o \ IKr~ clunk proper, the whipper IS cAlled for, 

'Ilnu 
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and the lalh exercifed upon their naked bodies, 
till obliged to part. Can any human heart, 
which has not become call ous by the praCtice of 
fuch cruelties, be unconcerned, eve)} at the re­
lation of fuch grievous affliCtion, to which this 
oppreifed part of our fpecies are fubjeCted. 

In a book, printed in Liverpool, called Tbe 
Liverpool Memorandum, which contains, amongft 
other things, an account of the trade of that 
port, there is an exaCt lift of the vt:fiels employ­
ed in the Guinea rrade, and of the number 
of naves imported in each veifel; by which it 
appears that in the year 1753, the number im­
Eorted to America by one hundred and one vef­
feIs belonging to that port, amounted to up­
wards of thiFty thoufand; and from the number 
ofveifels employed by the African company in 
London and Briftol, we may, with fome degree 
of certainty, conclude, there are Ol).e hunc!.red 
thoufand Negroe$ pUl'chafed and brought on 
board our fuips yearly from the coaft of Africa. 
This is confirmed in Anderfon's Hiftory of Trade 
and Commerce, lately printed; where it is [aid. 
" * That England fupplies her American colo­
H nies with Negroe naves, amounting in number 
" to abou t one hundred thoufand every year." 
When the veifds are full freighted with naves, 
they fail for our plantations in America, and may 
be two or three months in the voyage; during 
which time, from the filth and french that is 

' among them, diftempers [frequently break out, 
which· 

• Appendix to An4erfon's Hiftory. page 68. 
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which carry off commonly a fifth, a fourth, yea 
fometimcs:l third or more of them: [0 that taking 
all the !laves together, that are brought on board 
our ih ips yearly, one may reafonably [uppofe that 
at leaf!: tcn thoufand of them die on the voyage. 
And in a printed account of the ftate of the Ne­
groes in our plantations, it is fuppoftd that a 
fourth part, more or lefs, die at the different 
iOands, in what is callcd the feafoJ'}ing. Hence 
it may be pre[umed, that at a moderate com­
putation of the naves who are purchafed by our 
African merchants in a year, near thirty thou­
fand die upon the voyage, ami in the [ea[oDing. 
Add to rhls, the prodigious number who are 
killed in the Jncurfions and inteftine wars, by 
which rhe Negroes procure the number of nave, 
wanted to load the veifcls. How dreadful then 
is this nave-trade, whereby [0 many tho\lfands 
of our fellow crc:ltures, free by nature, endued 
with the J:lme rational faculties, and called to be 
heirs of the lame falvatJon with tIS, lofe their 
lives, and are, truly and properly fpeaking, mur­
dered every year I for it IS not necetfJry, in order 
to convict :l man of murd¢[, to make it appear 
that he had an i111ention to commit murder. Who­
rver does, by unJuit force or violence, deprive 
another of his liberty, and, while he hath him 
in his power, continues fa to opprels him by 
Hud tre.ltment, as eventually to occa[lOn his 
(It'nth, is actually guilty of murder. It is enough 
to 11l.1ke a thoughtftll perillO tremble, to think 
wh.uI load of guilt lit'S upon our nation on thIS 
'lrcount; and th.lt the blood of thouLwd~ of 
lJoor Innocent creatures, murdere\l every year 
In \hc prott:cutlon of thiS wicked trade, erles 

<lloud 
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",loud to Beaven for vengeance, 'Vere we to 
hear or read of a nation that deO:royed every year, 
in fome other way, as many human creatures as 
perifh in [his trade, we lbould certainly Co:onfider 
them as a very bloody, barbarous people. If it 
be alledged, that the legiilature hath encourag­
ed, and frill do encourage this trade; it is an­
r wered, that no legiilature on earth can alter the 
nature of things, fo as to make that to be right 
which is contrary to the law of God (the fupreme 
Legiilature and Governor of the world) and op­
pofeth the promulgatIOn of the Gofpel of peace 
on earth, and good-will to man. I njuH:ice may be 
methodized and efrablifhed by law, but frill it 
will be injufrice, as much as it was before; 
though it being 10 efrablilhed may render men 
more infenfible of the guilt, and more bold and 
fecure in the perpetration of it. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XIV. 

OBSERVATIO S on the difporition and capa­
city of the Negroes: Why thought inrenor 
to that of the Whites. AffeEting inflances of 
t he l1avery of the Negroes. RdleEtions thereon. 

DOUBTS may arife in the minds of fome, 
whether the foregOIng accounts, relating 

(0 the natura l capacity and good difpoution of 
(he inhabitants of Guinea, and of the violent 
manner in which they are f.lld to be torn from 
t heir native land, are to be depended upon; as 
tho Ii: Negroes who are brought to us, are not 
hend to complain, and do but feldom mani­
fetl [uch a docility and quicknefs of parts, as IS 

agreeable thereto. But thofe who make thefe ob­
jdlions, are deured to note the many difcou­
cagements the poor Africans l.lbour under, when 
b rought from their native land. Let them con­
fIller, th.lt thole affill5l:ed l1rangers, though in an 
rniigburlt'd Cimjll/In country, h.we yet but Ii ttle 
opportunity or encouragement to exert and im­
prove theIr natural talents: 1 hey are conltantly 
emp loyed in fi.-rvile labour; .lnd the abjeEt con­
d ition in which we tee them, naturally raifes an 
iun of Juperiority 10 ourCdves; whence we; 
lln:lpt to look upon them as an ignorant and 
contemptible part of mankind. Add to thIS, 
In.u they meet WIth very little encouragement of 
freely cony rling with ruch of the Whites, a~ 

mIght 
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might impart inftnlCtion to them. It is a fond .. 
nefs for wealch, for authority, or honour, which 
prompts molt men in their endeavours to excell J 

but thefe motives can have little influence upon 
t he m inds of the Negroes; few of them having 
any reafonable profpeCt of any other than a ftate 
of Oavery; fo that, though their natural ca­
pacities were ever fo good, they have neither 
inducement or opportunity to exert them to ad­
vantage. This naturally tends to deprefs their 
minds, and fink their fpirits into habits of idle­
nels and Doth, which they would, in all likeli­
hood, have been free from, had they ftood upon 
an equal footing with the white people. They 
are fuffercd, with impunity, to cohabit together, 
without being married; and to part, when fo­
lemnly engaged to one another as man and wife; 
notwithftanding the moral and religious laws of 
.the land, ftriaJy prohibiting fuch praCtices. 
This naturally rends to bege t applehenfions in 
the moil: thoughtful of thofe people, that we look 
~lpon them as a lower race, not worthy of the 
fame care, nor liable to the fame rewards and 
punilhments as ourfelves. Neverthelefs it may 
with truth be faid, that both amongil: thofe who 
have obtained their freedom, and thofe who re­
main in fervitude, fome have manifefted a ftrong 
fagacity and an exemplary uprightnefs of heart. 
If ~his hath not been generall y the cafe wi th them 
is it a matter of furprize ? Have we not reaCon to 
make the fame complaint of many white fer­
vants, when difcharged from our fervice, though 
many of them have had much greater opportu­
nities of knowledge and jmprovement than the 
blacks; who, even when free, labour under the 

fame 
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l me difficulties as before: having bl1t 1 irtle ac­
ce[5 to, and intercourfe with , the molt reputable 
white people, they remain confined within their 
former limits of converfation. And if they rel­
{lorn complain of the unjuft and crud "rage they 
have received, in being forced from their native 
country, &c. it is not to be wondered at; it 
being a contiderable time after t'heir arrival 
nmongll us, befo-re they C3n fpeak our language; 
and , by the time they are ,1bIe to exprefs tilem­
felves, they hlve great relron to belit'vt", that 
~ itt1e or no notlCt; would be taken of their com­
plaint.,: yet let any perron inquire of thoCe who 
;tre C\pab le of rdldbon, before they were 
brought from th<>lr native land, and he will hear 
fi.lch .dTeCting rtlltlon', as, if not loll to the 
common feelings ofhumaniry, wdllenribly affect 
h is hc,lrt. The calc of a poor Negroc, not long 
fince brought from GUinea, IS a recent In/bnce 
of this kind. From his firO: arrival, he 'lJ'pe,lred 
t houghtful and dejeCted, freq11ently dl'opplng 
tC,lrs wh n tal ing notice of his malter $ child. 
ren , the callie of which was not known till he 
W,l able to I'peak F ngl dh, when the account he 
g.lVC of 11II"111<:1( wa~, " That he had .1 wlfe and 
.. chddrcn In hls own country; th;lt 1()Olt or there 
. , being fick und ti1lrt'ty, he went in the night 
" tlllle {() ktch W Iter at a tpnng, whll t' he W.lS 

" violently 1<'lzed :lnll c~rrjt'd a\\a~ by perlun5 
who tty H\ W"J[ to otd, men, from whence he 
w.\ trlnr Oltt't1 to \meric.l, 1 he rtmem· 

« h(.lller 01 his f.11luly, friends, ,lOt! other con· 
u ne ~nn , Idt behind, \,hieh he never cxpdl:rd 
.. to kr .my mort', were the r>rlnclf'.ll C lLife of 
.. hIS l1eJcdlon nd gricf~" Many cafts, rq\llily 

1 a ifc(:tlngJ 
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affeCl:ing, m ight be here mentioned; but one 
more inftance, which fe ll under the noti ce of a 
perfon of credit, will fuffice. One of thefe 
wre tched creatu res, then about fifty years of age, 
informed him, cc That being violently torn from 
" a wife and feveral children in Guinea, he was 
« fold in Jamaica, where never expeCl:ing to fe~ 
cc his native land or fami ly any more, he joined 
cc himfelf to a Negroe woman, by whom he had 
" two children: after fome years, it fuiting the 
" intereft of his owner to remove him, he was 
" feparated from his fecond wife and children, 
cc and brought to South Carolina, where expeCl:­
cc ing to fpend the remainder of his days, he en­
" gaged with a third wife, by whom he had an­
cc other child; but here the fame confequence 
" of one man being fubjeCl: to the will and 
" pleafure of another man occurring, he was 
"feparated from this laft wife and chi ld, 
" and brought into this country, where he re­
e< mained a {lave." Can any, whofe mind is 
not rendered quite obdurate by the love of 
wealth, hear thefe relations, without being 
deeply touched with fympathy and forrow ? And 
doubtlefs the cafe of many, very many of thefe 
affiiCl:ed peop1e, upon inquiry, would be found 
to be attended with circumftances equally tra_ 
gical and aggravating. And if we inquire of thofe 
Negroes, who were brought away from their na­
tive country when children, we !hall find moft 
of them to have been ftolen away, when abroad 
from their parents on the roads, in the woods, 
or watching their corn-fields. Now, you that 
have ftudied the book of confcience, and you 
that arejlearned in the law~ what will you fay to 

fuch 
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fuch deplorable cafes? When, and how, have thefe 
opprelTed people forfeited their liberty? Does 
not juflice loudly call for its being reftored to 
them? Have they not the fame right to demand 
it, as any of us Jhould have, if we had been vio­
Jently fnatched by pirates from our native land? 
Is it not the duty of every difpenfcr of jufticc, 
who is not forgetful of his own humanity, to re­
n1t'mber that tht'fe :ue men, and to declare them 
free? Where in[hnees of fueh CT\1c!ty frequently 
occur, and are neIther inquired into, nor re­
clrdkd, by thoCe whofe duty it is, 10 fukjudg­
mtn/, lind rduve the oppreJ1ed, Ifaiah i. 17. whac 
can be expctled, but that the groans and cries of 
thefe fulTcrers will reach Heaven, and what Jhall 
we do whm Cod rifeth up? And whm be vijiJelb, 
what will ye anfwer him? Did nol he Ihal made 
tbem, make II!; and did not one fajbion us ill Ibe 
'WOlllPI Job xxxi. 14. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XV: 

THE expediency of a general freedom being 
granted to the Negroes confidered. ReaJons 
why it might be produEtive of advantage and 
fafety to the Colonies, 

I T is fcarce to be doubted, but that the fore­
going accounts will beget in the hearts of the 

confiderate readers an earneft dcfire to fee a ftop 
put to this complicated evil; but the objeCtion 
with many is, What Ihall be done with thofe 
Negroes already imported, and born in our 
families? Mllft they be fent to Africa? That 
would be to expofe them, in a ftrange land, to 
greater difficulties than many of them labour 
under at prefent. To fet them fudden ly free 
here, would be perhaps attended with no lefs 
difficulty; for, undifciplined as they are in re­
ligion and virtue, they might give a loofe to 
their evil habits, which the fear of a mafter 
would have reftrained. Thefe are objeEtions, 
which weigh with many well difpofed people, 
and it muft be granted, thefe are difficulties in 
the way; nor can any general change be made, or 
reformation effeEted, without fame; but the 
difficulties are not fo great but that they may be 
furmou nted. If the government was fo confi­
derate of the iniquity and danger attending on 
thi~ pra~!ce, as to be willing to feek a remedy, 
poubtlefs the Almighty would ble[s thi s good 

intention, 
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intention, and fuch methods would be thought 
of, as would not only put an end to the unjuf!: 
oppreffion of the Negroes, but might bring them 
umkr regulations, that would enable them to 
become profitable merrtbers of fociety; for the 
furtherance of which the following propofals are 
otlered for conlideration: That all further im­
portation of naves be abfolutely prohibited; a!ld 
as co thofe born among us, after ferving fa long 
as may appear to be eq uitable, let them by Jaw 
be declared free. Let everyone, thus fcc free. 
be enrolled in the county courts, and be obliged 
to be a refident, during a certilin number of 
year~, within tht: f;tid county, under the care of 
the over fecI'S of the poor. Thus being, in fome 
fort, fbi I under the direction of governors, and 
the notice of thofe who were formerly acquainted 
with thcm, they would be obliged to act the 
marc clfcumfpectly, and make proper uk of 
their liberty, .tnd their children would have an 
opportunity of obtaining fuch inllructions, a~ 
arc nece11"Jry to the common occaflOns of I ife I 
(lnd thus both parents and children might gra­
du.llly become ufeflll members of the communi­
cy. And fllfther, where the nature of the coun­
try would permit, :is certainly the uncultiv;tted 
condition of our fouthern and moll: we1h:rn (0-

lonleselfily would, fuppolc a [mall tract of bnd 
were .lffigned to every Negroe f.untly, anJ they 
obliged to live upon aQd improve it, (when nor 
l1ired out to work for the white pcople) this 
would cncotlr.lge them to exert their abilities. 
Imd become indullnous Cubjects. Hence, both 
\11ilntcrs .lnd trtdclim:n ,",auld be plentifully fup­
plicu ..... id1 chc.uful and willtng-mwdcd bbour-

I .; en, 



[ IrS ] 

ers, much vacant land would be cultivated, tne 
produce of the country be juftly increafed, the 
taxes for the fupport of government leffened to 
the individuals,. by the increa[e of taxables, and 
the Negroes, inftead of being an object of ter­
rort, as they certainly muft be to the government 
where their numbers are great, would become 
interefted in their fafety and welfare. 

t The hard ufage the Negroes meet with in the plantati­
ons, and the great difproportion between them and the 
white people, will always be ajuftcaufe of terror. In Jam­
aita, and fome parts of South-Carolina, it is fuppofed that 
there are fiftecR blacks to one white. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XVI. 

AN S W E R to a miftaken opinion, that the 
warmth of the climate in the Well Inuies, will 
not permit the white people to labour there. 
No complaint of difabdity in the whites, in 
that refpeCt, in the fenlement of the il1ands. 
Idlencr~ and difeafcs prevailed, as the ufe of 
l1ave~ increafed. The great advantage which 
might accrue to the Britilh nation, if the ilave 
trade was entirely laid alide, ancl a fair and 
friendly commerce eftablifhecl through lhe 
whole: coaf!: of Africa. 

I T is frequently offered as an argument, in 
vindication of the \lfe of Negroe naves, th:\t 

the warmth of the climate in the \Vefl: J nuies 
will not permit white people to labour In the cul­
tUfe of the land; but lIpon an acquainwnce with 
the n.lture of the climate, and its effeCts upon ruch 
bboming white people, as are prudent and 
moderate in labour, .tod the ule of fpimuous 
liquors, thi will be found to be ,1 mdbken opi­
nion. Thol'i: ithnd were, at firll, wholly cul­
eiv,lreu by white men, the encouraGement they 
hen met with, for ,L long courfe of years, W,l, 

l'UChIS ocofioned ,1 gre,l[ iOcreatC of people. 
Rich Hd Ligon, in his Hlfl:ory of Rlrb,lUOCS, 
where he rdlded from the year 16+7 to 16:50, 
.b Hit .!+ ye.\f, feer the firl1 fen1eml'llr, writes, 
.. t1ut there W('rc chen fifty thouClnd [ollh on 

l " ch,lt 
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« that ifiand, befides Negroes; and that thougTl 
" the weather was very hot, yet not fo fcalding 
« but that fervants, both Chriftians and fiaves, 
" laboured ten hours a day." By other accounts 
we gather, that the white people have fince de­
creafed to lefs than one half the number which 
was there at that time; and by relations of the 
firft fettlements of the other ifiands, we do not 
meet with any cQmplaints of unfirnefs in the 
white people for labour. there, before fiaves were 
introduced. The ifiand of Hifpaniola, which 
is one of the Iargeft of thofe iilands, was at firfr 
plamed by the Buccaneers, a fet of hardy labori­
ous meH, who continued fo for a long courfe of 
years; tilJ following the example of their neigh­
bours, in the purchafe and ufe ofN egroe fiav€s. 
idlenefs and excefs prevail ing, debil i ty and difeafe 
naturally fucceeded, and have ever fince continu­
ed. If, under proper regulations, liberty was 
proclaimed through the colonies, the Negroes" 
from dangerous, grudging, na-If-fecHhves, might: 
become able, willing-minded labourers. And 
if there was not a fufficient number of thofe to 
do the neceffary work, a competent number of 
labouring people might be procured from Europe, 
which affords numbers of poor diftreffed objeCl:s, 
who, if not overworked, with proper ufage, 
might, in feveral refpeCl:s, better anfwer every 
good purpofe in performing the neceffary labour 
in the iilands, than the naves now do. 

A farther confiderable advantage might accrue 
to the Britifh nation in general, if the nave trade 
was laid afide, by the cultivation of a fair friend­
ly, and humane commerce with the Africans; 
without which, it is not pollible the inland trade 

of 
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of that country fhould ever be extended to 
the drgree it is capable of; for while the lpiric 
of butchery and making naves of each ocher, is 
promoted by the Europeans amongft the Ne­
groes, no mutual confidence can take place; 
nor will the Europeans be able to travel with. 
fafeey Into the heart of their country, to fonn 
and cement fuch commercial friendIhips and al­
liances, as might be necelTary to introduce the 
arts and fciences amongft them, and engage their 
attention to inftruCl:ion in the pnnciples of the 
Chriflian religion, which is the only fure founda­
tion of every lacial virtue. Africa has about ten 
thoufaml miles of fea coaft, and extends in depth 
near thrce thoufand miles from eaft to wea, and 
as much [rom norch to fouth, flored with vall: 
rreafures of matenals, neceffary for the trade 
nnd manufactures of Great-Britain ; and from its 
cJlm.lte. and the fruitfulnefs of its foil, capable, 
under proper management, of producing, In the 
greatdl pknty, molt of the commodities which 
are imported into Europe from thofe parts of 
America fubject to the Englifh governmentt; 
aod as, 10 rc:wrn, they would take our manu­
Ltctures, the advantages of this trade would loon 
become 10 gre.lt, that it is eviJent thiS fl1bject 
merits the regard and attention of the govern­
mcnt. 

:t See not~, page 91. 

APPENDIX. 



A P P E N D I ,X. 

QYERIES propofed, in the U ni verfal Dictio­
nary of Trade and Commerce, by M A L ACHY 

POSTLETHWAIT, who was a Member of the 
African Committee. 

1. Whetherfo extenlive and populous a coun~ 
try as Africa is, will not admit of a far more 
extenlive and profitable trade to Great Bri tain. 
than it yet ever has done? 

II. Whether the people of this country, not­
withftanding their colour, are not capable of 
being civilized, as well as great numbers of the 
Indians in America and Alia have been? and 
whether the primi tive inhabitants of all coun­
tries, fo far as we have been able to trace them, 
were not once as favage and inhumanized as the 
Negroes of Africa? and whether the ancient 
"Britons themfelves, of this our own country. 
were not once upon a level with the Africans? 

III. Whether, therefore, there is not a pro­
bability that this people might, in time, by 
proper management in the Europeans, become 
as wife, as induftrious, as ingenious, and as hu­
mane, as the people of any other country has 
done ? 

IV. Whether their rational faculti es are not, 
in the general, equal to thofe of any other of 
the human fpecies; and whether they are not, 
from experience, as capable of mechanical and 
manufactoral arts and trades, as even the bulk 
of the Europeans? 

V. Whether 
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v. Whe ther it would not be more to the in­
tueft of all the European nations concerned in 
the trade to Africa, rather to endeavour to cul­
tivate a friendly, humane, and civilized com­
merce with thofe people, into the very center of 
t heir extcnded country, than to content them­
felves only with fkimming a trifling portion of 
trade upon the [ea coail: of Africa? 

Vr. Whether the grcateil: hindrance and ob­
flrutl:ion to the Europeans cultivating a humane 
and Chriftian-likc commerce with chofe popu­
lous countries, has not wholly proceeded from 
(hat unju{r, inhumane, and unehriftian-like traf­
fic, c,dlt:d the Slave <frade, which IS carried on 
bX the Europeans? 

VII. Whether this tmde, and chis only, was 
not the primary caufe, lind l1ill continues to be 
the chief caufe, of thofe eternal and inceirant 
broils, quarrels, and animofities, which fubfifl: 
betwecn the Negroe princes and chiefs; and 
confrquently thofe eternal wars which fub{iO: 
nmong them, ami which they arc induced to 
carryon, in order to make prifoners of one an­
other, for the fake of the Slave Trade? 

V 11 I. Whethcr, if trade was carried on wi th 
them for a rencs of years, as It has been With 
mort other f'.!v.lge countnes, and the Europeans 
g.we no eocotlngement whatever to the Slave 
Trade, thole crud wars among the bl.lcks would 
not ccafc, ,lnci a f.m and honourable commerce: 
in time take pl.lce throughout the whole coun­
[ry i 

L'. Whether the example of the Dutch, ill 
the Eafl: Indies, who hJ.v<: civilized innutnnJ.ble 
f [hc n.\tives, and brdught them to the Eoro­

pCJIl 
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pean way of cloathing, &c does nor gi ve rl!a .. 
fonable hopes that thefe fuggeftions are not 
vifionary, but founded on experience, as well 
as on humane and Chriftian-like principles? 

X, Whether commerce in general has not 
proved the great means of civilizing all nations, 
even the moft favage and brutal; and why not 
the Africans ? 

XI. 'Whether the terri tories of thofe European 
nations, that are interefted in the colonies and 
plantations inAmerica, are not populous enough, 
or may not be rendered fa, by proper encourage­
ment given to matrimony, and to the breed of 
foundling infants, to fupply their refpective co­
lonies with labourers, in the place of N egro,e 
flaves? 

XII. Whether the Britilh dominions in gene­
ral have not an extent of territory fufficient to 
increafe and multiply their inhabitants; and 
whether it is not their own fault that they do 
not increafe them fufficiently to fupply their 
colonies and plantations wjrh whites inftead of 
blacks? 

EXTRACT, 
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E XTRACT of a Let ter from H arry Ga.lldy 
of Briilol, formerly a C~ptain in the Afri­
can Trade, to W illiam Dillwyn of Wal­
thamilow, dated 26th of 7th Month 1783 ' 

cr I wrote thee a few lines the 8th, in reply 
to thine of the 3d infbnr, intending to anfwer 
thy poflfcript, concerning the African Traue, 
another opportunity. Sinee then I have care­
fully pcrukd Anthony Benezet's Tratl:s on that 
fubjetl:: whil!l re;lliing them, I felt fueh reflec­
tions Hift: as I never expcrlenced before, doubt­
leis oWing to my formtrly being Iefs convlncc;d 
of the iniquity of ,Ouch ,\ traffic than I am now. 
I lis Treatiles appear to me incontrovertible, 
and fupponnl by good authori ty. W honer 
ft:-ads them, :lnu remal11S In{tonfibk of [he unpa­
ralleled Inju(bce of fuch a trade, mufl: require 
rOl11ething more than proof, and argulllt'nts to 

break the callous membrane of Ill, obdurate 
heart, Tholll:!h the love of f!.dl1 hJS blen the 
only inn'novt' to it, and tXJ1Ppk, ,\uthorifed 
by human law~, has nlit'l1fibly led l\\any to en­
gage in It, yet, on [lith thong fuggttlions of 
It InJtdlice and J.ullcntabk elldh, m.ln}" I truft, 
who, like myt::]f, once approved, wotdd not 
only lntL1ntlyded'lle It, but eJrnrt I)' contribute 
their t'nde.lvollrs to ,\boldh It, and lubfl:itllte in 
it" [had, .1 cOl11l11ercl.ll corrlpondenLt: with the 
j\frie,lOs, bY.\11 eXdl1n",C "I C01ll1l10UltIC;, on 
toclal ,\flJ friendly pllIlClf les; whl\ h 1 conceive 
m.w be done to great lllUfU,d ldv.lnt \ ~t', Be­
fon; I h.ld .lttentlvelv re pended the lhov -men­
tIoned trads, I tbouJht (oiS 1 hlJHed 111 l11y lltl: 

letter) 
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letter) I had fomething to communicate that 
mighr....throw a little light on this intereiting fub­
jeCt; but the many correCt defcriptions of the 
coafr, and interior parts of Africa, its fertility 
and produce, as well as of the genius, temper, 
and difpolition of the inhabitants, contained in 
them, have induced me to think fo contempti­
bly of what I had to offer, that I am now almofi: 
a{hamed to mentIOn it. 1 {hall therefore re­
duce what I had in view to the few following 
r.tm rks and occurrences. 

Strongly prepoffdfed with a roving difpofition 
when very young, I embraced the fiffr opportu­
nity that prefented of going to lea from this city, 
and foon afterwards was perfuaded, for the fake 
of better wages, to go to London, where I {hip­
ped myfelf on board a fmall fnow, belonging 
to the African Company, John Bruce Com­
mander, bound to the river Gambia i about 20Q 

miles up that river we got our cargo, conlifring 
of 190 naves, whereof upwards of lOO were 
remarkably frout men, {hackled and handcuffed 
two and two together. They meffed, as ufual, 
twice a day on deck; at which times we always 
frood to arms, pointed through the barricado, 
as well to deter as fupprefs an infurrection, if 
attempted. Notwithfranding this precaution, it 
fo fell out, foon after our leavlOg the coafr, that 
fome of the men naves privately loofed their 
manacles, and rofe at noon day i and although 
our people immediately difcharged their loaded 
mufkets among them, yet they quickly broke 
open the barricado door, fOJ ced the curlafs from 
the centry, and after a few minutes contefr wit.h 
our people, cleared the quarter-deck of them, 

who 
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who retreated as they could up the fhrouds into 
t he tops . During this confliCt, I was fitting 
quire abaft, on one of the n:ern hen-coops, fhifc ­
ing my doaths: the fight a larmed me exceed­
ingly, fo that I knew not what to do, nor where 
to go; to advance was certain death , and to 
retreat feemed impoffible. In tillS dilemma I 
looked over the (tern , if haply 1 might fee a. 
rope fit to fllrpend me there OLl[ of their fight ; 
(or either they had not yet fcen me, or if they 
had , did not think me worth their notice: how­
ever, by thiS means 1 [.lW the cabin windows 
were opcn, llnd immt'dl~ltdy gOing that way 
into it, told Captain Bruce, who was then ex­
m:mely ill In bed, that the Negrol:s hJd driven 
the people all aloft, llnd taken the vell!:!. On 
this Ilirprizing news, the Capt.lin got up, weak 
as he was, and went with me to a loaded arm­
chell: In the lkerJge, where alii) lay one of our 
men very Ill: he I il,ewilc got lip, and with the 
Capt,1in and 1llyl~lf took, each of liS, a loaded 
piece, firll rt'I11<,ving the I<lddcr to prevent the 
Negroes cOllling uown. By this tllne they had 
CUfl"ollmlcll the companIon, and being rupplied 
with hlllrts of wood Ollt of the hohl, by the 
way of the 1l1-1l[1 deck, thty threw them down 
iH us, as opportunity permitted. On the other 
h:tnd, we three In trt: It erage fired at them, as 
often as we could, from lo<~dnl pieces t<!l ' ell out 
of the ann-chelL By tillS me.lnS, oftcn repeat­
,'d , I\uny loon 1.1Y UC;,lJ abolit the compJnion ; 
and tholt: who h''1'I'ened to be fettered with 
them, not belng .Ible to get awaY, f cDurle 
Ih MCtl the Cline tolte: this at kngth Co IOtlll1l­

J.lted the n:lt, lhat they quitted the quarter-
deck, 
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deck, which we direCl:ly mounted, and beinO' 
joined by the reft of our company from alof~ 
the Captain ordered us to fire a volley among 
the th ickeft of the Negroes, on which the fur­
vivors fled and concealed themfelves as they 
could. As foon as this bloody piece of buil_ 
nefs was over, a no lefs dreadful fcene enfued: 
the Captain having ordered every wounded (lave 
to be brought on deck, direCted the Doaor to 
examine the wounds, and wherever he pro­
nounced a cure improbable, the poor wounded 
creature was ordered to jump into the fea, which 
many of them did with all feeming chearfulnefs, 
and were drowned; fome only deilring to take 
leave of thofe they were to be thus parted from, 
and then alfc plunging into the water without 
the leaft apparent reluctance. This deliberate 
clofe of the horrid builnefs appeared to me, 
young and thoughtlefs as I was, more £hocking 
than the former part of it. Another piece of 
cruelty committed on board that fnow, I may 
alfo mention, though out of the order of time, 
as it happened fome time before the infurreCtion 
which I have related. One of the men (laves 
being fufpeCted of exciting mhers to rebel, was 
therefore feparated from his companion; and 
being !hackled and hand-cuffed ilngly, his feet 
were made faft to the ring bolt, and the burton 
tackle hooked in the bolt of his hand-cuR's: 
with that purchafe, he was fo ftretched in a per­
pendicular pofture, as nearly to di(locate every 
joint; and in this inhuman manner, expofed 
{laked to all the £hip's crew, each of whom was 
at liberty to fcourge him as they pleafed; nor 
was he taken down till he was almoft dead, and 

thell 
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then was thrown overboard. The confequence 
ofrueh mifcondutl:, and of the inlurretl:ion, was 
that, of the 190 /laves brought from the coaft~ 
only 90 arrived in Barbadoes. This I think 
was in the year 1740. 

My next voyage to the coaft of Africa was 
from the Wdl-Indies, in 1757, on board a brig 
J then commmded, to the river Gambia, and 
from thence to Gorce, De Lors Wands, Sierra­
it:un, &c. On my return, I was particularly 
cMcful to treat the naves with all pomble ten­
demers, as well from ruch a propenlity in my-
1~lf, as to give them a favourable opinion of us 
who were Ilude Inllrumental to their captivity. 
And although many of them died by Jiforder9 
incident to fueh clofe confinement, I only loll: 
two of them by other means; which happened 
thus :-One nIght, when at feJ, an attempt was 
m<1de by lome of the men Ibves to get their 
irons of]- I being infonm'd of it, 1 ordered an 
officer down to e;.lnltne them, with direel:tof1S, 
if he round anv Inure, to lend them on deck. 
!\ccordiJ1gly two nOllt men. who hall got t!le 
fetter" otf their feet, were rent up with their 
h.lnd cuffs 011. Theli: I ordlTcd to the otLer 
fltle of the dt'd;:, UJ1til further Ce3rch W,15 madc 
below, Intt:ndlng only In I-ecure tht"fll 10 ~~ to 
ptevent luch .In .ltterllpt III fllture I but In a lew 
Illlnlltcs afterwards, to my r,r,.lt I-urpnzc, thay 
plunged Into rhe k.l to~,tther, and wuc dro\\ '1-

(:d, J10lwithfLlndlllg "II pul1iblc means were ukd 
(0 IIYC lh(m. 

l\ly tlmd .Inti l.ltl voy,'gc tl' Ar[1':.1, Wl~ Jlfo 
frolll the 'Yen-Indio. In 17Dl, ,n a rll-'W, of 
\\l1lch I WIS l\1.ltt .. r, hut nothIng lhlrc lilt I~ l 
()ccurred dUrIng it, t 1111 til It. J' UIU d, I Ie,lt 
mlfl) 01 the poor n.H'e~ tlln'"gh lid'fl.l-. 

~ In 
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In there two laft voyages, many months being 
fpent on the coaft, 1 had frequent opportunities 
of going into the country, and once went fur­
ther up one of the branches of Sierraleon River, 
than I believe was ever before dane by any Eu­
ropean. From that excurfion, and what I have 
pbfcrved in other parts, I am fully convinced 
of the peculiar richners of the foi l, the great 
civilIty of its interior inhabitants, and their ex­
emplary modefty and innocency; inftances 
whereof I faw with pleafure and admiration. 

A fix and twenty years refidence in the \Veft­
Indies gave me a full opportunity of knowing 
the cruelties exercifed there on the !laves, having 
in the way of trade frequenied almoft all the 
Engliili i!lands, and fome of the Dutch, French, 
and Spanifh. I can therefore confidently af­
firm, that the accounts given by Anthony Be­
nezet, and other writers quoted by him, are by 
no means exaggerated, but rather iliort of what 
I have many times feen with horror and deep 
concern. I do not remember his mentioning 
any thing of examination by torture, which is 
commonly made by thumb-fcrews, and lighted 
matches fecured between the fingers, which oc­
cafions fuch exquifite pain, that many I believe 
have been thereby induced to accufe themfelves 
falrel)" and fo fuffered death in preference to 
the continuance of fuch extreme anguifh. Pre­
vious to execution, in fome parts, the con­
demned criminal is frequently carried on a !ledge 
about the town, and at every public place burnt 
in the arm with a hot pair of crooked iron tongs, 
formed to the {hape of the arm; and fo to the 
place of execution, where he is either broke on 
the wheel, or his hands, feet, or head chopped 
off, according to the nature of the offence. For 

trivia~ 
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trivial crimes, [uch as being ab[ent from muf­
ter, petty theft, Owrt defertion, or the like, 
the {lave committing it is obliged to lie fht, 
with hi~ bdly on the ground, ane! naked; and 
if he offc:rs to (hr, he is [0 ftaked down that he 
cannot move. While in this extended pol1:uret 

the execlitioner, l1:anding at a conliderable di[­
(,\llI.:e, and having a whip with a long Iafh, madtl 
of hide rcmarkal>ly twdteJ and knotted, glve~ 
the offender as many (hokes as he is [uppofed 
to tldel Vt, and it1l11ctimes [0 feverely applied, 
th.Lt every onl' m,d<es ,1n inelGon. Thtfe cruel 
barb'lfities are cxercdtd upon them under the 
(lllelion of IIW, which Jilgl'lce hUlnanlty. The 
Inert' [t'ut,d of them, as C01l1mltted by a people 
undn the (Ill tlll,ln name, IS painful. But the 
evils oj' thiS traLlt', and Its confeguent flavery, 
trt Indenl lllcre .re(~ to a d('grce of enormity 
that ('.dl, .\loud for the interpolition of Govern­
n1t'nt; wJ I cJ.nnot therd(He but lincereiy with) 
tlllt in whHever 111mb the Important talk of 
felorllllllg them I\l;(y prOVidentially toll I, rhe 
(;0" of IIlncy ,IntI Julltu: tnly grant them [ue .... 
eel' \" 
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