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l{ev. !!;nd I think that after about six months we shall 3295. Chairman.] Is there any other remark 
E. 'softre"',. have a road of 49 miies across the huoli to Akwa- which you wish to make to the Committee?-

- - pem, made by our own mission, and that is of I might say something with respect to education, 
4. May 1865. greftlt advantage, because there can be regular and how far we have got on the coast in that 

communication. m",tter. I think the Government on the Gold 
3284. Supposing, if the slave trade ceases, we Coast should bave only two aims. I do not see 

only maintam one spot there for Lhe protection any aim in our Government at present, but if it 
of commerce, would tbe spot you mention on the bad ",n aim it should be an aim to make the 
mouth of the Volta be the best?-I should place negroes eit.her independent enough to care for 
no Governor at the mouth of the Volta, because it themselves Or to improve things, so tbat the 
is very low. country would be a source of income if we look 

3285. I s not Addah healthy?-No, it is not to the commerce of Great Britain. Now, with 
healthy; and t.he merchants who have trade there regard to education. it is a thing of great import­
do not even build in Addah itself; they build in ance if we look to either of those aims. ,Ve have 
Fo, which is about fi ve miles from Addah. several thousanc1 negroes who have now passed 

3286. ·What i. your general opinion about one certain schools. The Wesleyans have schools 
Central Government ?-My opinion about a Cen- there, but tbey have only a few EUl'opean mis­
tral Government is this : if there is a hea.lthy sional'ies; we have now six, who are entirelf 
residence where a rnan can liYe, and the Governor engaged in the instruction of youth, and I aIp. 
has a better salary, I think a gentleman may go sure that the Government will soon have help. 
out who is a superior man, as we find is the Case We opened two schools, one in .A..kropong, 1,500 
in India and other colonies of Great Britain. feet above the level of the sea, and one 
There is no doubt that such a man might have Christiansborg, tespecia.lly with a view to give 
very great influence, and that a ~rea.t ohange better education, because we saw the perplexity 
might very soon take place. We have seen in of the Government in not beinl)' able to 
(me ye"r what a Governor can do. In 1858-59 find native agents. Some of them had learnt 
the system of government was changed j we had something, but their character was not such 
a comma.ndant who travelled about and visited that they could be of great advantage to 
.our chiefs in the ·interior, and he did more in two the Government at this time, but five or SL,,{ 

years than our other commandants have done in years hence there will be young men who will 
seven years, be of great help to the Goyernment. Now, 

3287. What is the period that you allude to? with regard to commerce, I must say tbat it is 
-1R58. a little nar"ow ·minded if people speak only of 

3288. What was the change that took place? powder, guns, and rum, I am a missionary, 
-The Governor went to the chiefs himself; he and it is ua,tural that I am no friend to the im­
visited tbem, so that they could see that our Go- portation of such articles, because I know that 
vernment thought about them. they do much harm to the natives, and t,he 

3289. "Vho was the Governor? - Sir Ben- Ash""tees would never have been able to carry 
jamin Pine. on the war, as they did in 1824 to 1827, and 

3290. )Vho was the commanda.nt ?-Mr. Free- again two years ago, if Europeans had not 
man. furnished them with arms: and we would not 

3291 . In spea.king of centralising the Govern- have so many drunkards on "the coast, I am SUl'e 
ment, arc you speaking only of the Gold Coast trade bas done much harm, but on the other 
or the whole of the possessions from t.he Gambia hand, trade bas dODe good. If we look to our 
to the Bight belonging to the British ?-I coulei population in tbe sea towns I do not think tbere 
Dot understand it otherwise than as centralising would be that desire for education, which we see 
the Govemment of the whole of the W· est Coast. now, without trade. If a mn.u. has trade he finds 

3292. T<Lking the whole of the Britisb posts very soon that he must be able to read an account, 
from the Gambia to the Bight of Benin, where or to write an account. Trade has, in one 
should the Central Government be, in your respect, been valuable, with regard to education 
opinion ?-I should choose the healthiest place- and enabling the native people to see different 
the highest point, beca.use that is the first cou- European articles which must enla,rge their 
dition to arttract a superior Europeau to go out; views .; but tr!lde has changed oUr whole 
but jf the Government is centralised, and we have industry on the coast. If we come to the 
no superior man, the system will be worse than interior, six days' journey, people make iron and 
it was before, because he will have all the power make their own clothes, but nobody thinks, along 
in his ha,nds. the coast, of making iron 01' clothes; native 

3293. Wh",t do you suppose the most healthy industry disappears, so far as t.he European trade 
spot would be ?-I was in Sierra Leone, and I is going. 
think the plain between the sea and the mountain 3296. ;Lord Stanley.] Can you inform the 
is very narrow, and therefore at least not healthier Committee in what way they purchase ll'ou and 
tha,n, for instance, Christiallsborg j they might go clothes from the Europeans; in what way do 
up on the mountain, but I think it would be tl.ley pay fO.r t hem ?-l'hey pay chiefly in palm 
very difficult to go up and build on that moun- oil. rhere IS a large export of palm oil from tbe 
ta.in; it would be difficult even with It road, "'Dd Gold Coas~ In one district all tbe people al'e 
the banacks there are only about 600 feet up; engaged ill the palm 011 produce, which would 
that will not say much. I do not know any not be the case witllOut trade. 
place where so few Europeans die as on the 3297. Chai.,.man. ] Is your mission on the 
Akwapem J\10untaios, and we think of establish- Gold Coast in any communication wit.h the Sierra 
i?g a ~alla.tory establishment there for the mis- ·Leone missions ?-Not officially. 
SlOmtnes. 3298. But you do communicate with them?-

3294. Mr. Mills.] Is that on British territory ? ~ We do communicate with them. 
-Yes; it was Danish territory until the year 3299. You communicate with them in a 
1850. friendly manner, and co-operate, I suppose?-

We 
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We communicate with them in a frien(Uy Ashantee territory ?-It is vel'Y neat the border E. :C~;~k~ 
manner, but we do not cO-'Jperate with them. of tJle Ashantee country; there al-e about 55,000 
vVe have given abont 77 missionaries to the people among W hOlD we laboul' who speak the same 4 May 18135" 
Church Mi:::;siooal'Y Society in S ierra Leone, language as the Asbantees; and the Bible which 
L:lCTos, and Abbeokuta, India, &c. T here are we are translating into t heir language may as 
st ill German missionaries in their service and well be called the A shantee Bible. 
therefore we have communica.tion wit h them. 3314. \ 'Vh.at tr.ibe are they ?-The Otshi tribe, 

3300. Mr. Chicheste>' F ortescue.] D o you say the A kim tribe, and t he Akwal11u tribe. 
t bat the cultivation of palm oil has superseded 33 15. Are those the three Jlrincipa.l tribes with 
other native industry to a. considerable degree ?- whom, you have t~Lclo_?- ""\;Y-e have t o do with 
I would not say t hat; but by the importation of Accras on the plain, with the Akwapem and 
those articles w'hich have been made in t he A kim tribes on the mountains, th e Adano-me 
country, native industry has disappeared. tribe along the Volta, a.nd with the Krepe °and 

3:301. The collection of palm oil is a business ~kwall1u tribes beyond the Volta. 
which does not require much industry, does it?- 3316. Is your pl'incipal station on the Akwapenl 
No, it does not l'eClUll'e It, but people must clean :Mountains ?- One of our principal stations is on 
the trees, and make the oil. the .Akwapem ..iH ountains; our principa1 station is 

3302. Is t here anything that cau be Q;\llecl cul- - Christiansborg. A kropong is one of our prin­
tivu.t ioll for the production of palm oil, or is it cipal stations, because there is a ronege for the 
merely getting the palm oil from the natural native missionaries, and anot.her school, where 
trees ?-It is merely getting the palm oil from young men receive a good education. There we 

c--ti'n:r"ha.tlll'al tree. There is a large plain near the t each also t he old lancruages. 
Volta which once had no trees on it about 100 3317. D o you teadl the nat ive boys Latin, 

t---'1'eal's ago, and the whole of that pla.in is now a Greek, and 11ebrew?-Y es; L atin has not com-
palm forest . menced, but Greek and H ebrew they have learnt 

3303. Haye those palm trees been planted by already. 
the nati"es ?- Yes, they have been plauted by 3318. I s that of any use ?-They must read the 
the nat.i,-es. Bible in the origina.llanguage; we only teach it 

.330 .. t It is n kind ofind llstry which is suited to to those who will be missiona,ries and teachers. 
the Ai'rican, is it uot?- Very. 3319. You only teach the classics to the boys 

3305. N?t being laborious ?-No; it is one of or you ng men ,vho will be missionaries ?-Yes, 
the first industries wh ich they had. but t here will be others who will learn "t least 

3306. But the importation of E uropean goods L atin when we int.roduce it. 
has had the effect of putting an end to certain 3320 . D o the other Missionary Societies carry 
native industry, has it not ?-Yes; and that is a on the same kind of' education ?- No, 'Lhey have 
, 'ery natural thing. If the Europeans come and not so roaDY missionaries as we have. I think 
offel' .omc articles, and they make them nicer and they would do it if they could, but they have 
better than the natives could make them, then some difficulty to find men. 
it IS, natura ll y, that t he negroes illte to exchaucre 3321. You teach English, do you not?-''Ve 
their country produce for such European man~- teach Encrlish. 
iactures, and to cease to make it t hemselves. 3322. "'Vould you not find the Engli$h lan- . 

:3307. R ut are the .people generally around guage and literature a sufficient means of develop­
your station a labouring population?-'\IV e have iug t he minds of' those Africans, without teaching 
in our sen. towns fishers, and in the morllincr we them La.tin and Greek ?-I think we lllust have 
scp n. large number of cnnoes going out to °sea; a larger view than that; it is our resolution to make 
also tradcl's we have in our sea towns, and far- the negroes independent, and therefore we think 
mel'S who haye their Indian corn and yams plan- tha.t the native minister must be able to read the 
tn.tions in t~e interior of the country; as for B ible in the origillal language if he would be in­
about five mIles from the sea to the interior the dependent ; we should respect no minister here 
land is not. suitable for cultivation; it is too dry. at home if he could not read the Bible in the 

3308. ~u the. interior h.ow is it ?-They a.re original 'language, therefore it is our decided aim 
engaged III agnculture; they grow Indian corn to make them independent; and we have one 
and yams especially. native minister who can take charge of a station 

3309. Do the men work much. or do they make as well as we can ; he is a cousin to the King of 
the women work ?-The men and women both Ashantee, and his name is A.shantee; h e is a pure 
work. but the women work much. negro, who was educated at Basle. 

3310. Where exactly do your stations lie; 3323. Does that apply to the ordinlLry pupils 
wluch IS the principal one ?-Our principal sta- in the schools ?-No, I do not know of what use 
tion IS Christiansborg . Besides Christiansborg Greek and Hebrew would be for them, but the 
w.c ha.vc SIX stations in t he interior, in northern more intelligent of them will learn Latin, because 
(~ll'echons. f~'om Clui~tiansborg. Their distance we cannot read a newspaper without having learnt 
fr~m1 Chnstl~nsborg IS as follows; Abokobi, 18 Latin. 
miles; AunrI, 32 miles; Akr opong, 49 miles; 3324. But do you pay particula.r attention to 
Odumnsc, 77 miles; K yeby, 'in Akim, near the their instruction in English ?-vVe instruct them 
Ashantce border, 112 to 120 miles ; Akwamu, in Encrlish and in t heir mother tongue. 
beyond the Ri"or Volta, 112 miles. The Ak- 3325. Of course they can have no literature in 
wumu statio~ we have comm enced to encourage t;heir own langu~e except y our translati?n ?­
the people III the Krepe country to cultiva.te They had none before we came there; but m the 
cotton. Accra lanO'uacre we have translated the whole 

331 1. I s that beyond the protectorate ?- N'o. of the Bibk, ;nd iu Oishi the New Testament, 
3,H2. lIo,'" far in the interior is your most Genesis, and t he Psalms; and after some years 

remote Shlt.lOll ?-Our most remote station is we shall have translated t he whole of the Bible 
abo~l t 112 English miles in tlle iuterior . also in Otshi. 

3313. lIow does it lie with respect to the 3326. But the native literature is confined to 
0.39. s 3 that 
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that translation? - Not only. We have also 
other books for our schools, and we hope to go 
on to create a native litera.ture. 

3327. In case of oue of your educated natives 
writinO" to another, would he write in his own 
laDgu~e or i~ English ?-Either; ,if I have to 
write to a na.tIve ",'-ho was educated III our schools 
I always write in English. 

3328. What is the number of your pupils?­
T he number of pupils altogether in our schools 
is 610. 

3329. Chai,·man.] Male and female ?-Yes. 
3330. Mr. Chichester Fo,·tescue.] What is t.he 

number of your Christian converts altogether?­
We had, on the 1st of J auuary this year, 956. 

3331. Do you think th",t you have produced much 
influence on the other natiyes who do not profess 
themselves to be Christian converts ?-Yes; we 
do think 80; we see it when we preach, and we 
see it in the favour of the people towards the 
missionaries; it is only with those mountain tribes 
that we nave much difficulty; and the reason of 
that is their former relation 'with the Ashant:ees. 

3332. Which tribe is that ?-The Akwapem 
tribe, under the English protection. 

3333. Is that iu the neighbourhohood of Akro­
pong ?-In Akropong and around Akropong, 

3334. 'What is your opinion, from your own 
experience of t,he nature of domestic slavery in 
tha.t part of the country?-Ollr opini0D is this, 
when we saw the difficulty in Russia in t.he 
",bolition of serfdom and the commencement of 

" the American 'lIar, we resolyecl at once to abolish 
slavery in our Christian congregations. ,¥ben 
I speak of 956 Christians, I c"n say that there is 
not one slave-holding man among them. I have 
been for two yea.rs engaged in the abolition of 
slavery in our congregations, and I am very 
t.hankful that I have been so, I was, myself~ in 
the beginning, decidedly against it" but the more 
I underst,and the subject, the more I find th"t 
slavery and the prinoiples of Christ,ianit.y, to love 
one's neighbour as we 10'iile ourselves, cannot con­
sist together. 

3335. What do you mean by abolishing sl",'ery; 
do you mea,n by acting on the mind of the slave 
or on t,he mind of the master?-vVe knew nearly 
aU who had slaves; and by investigation wOe 
found out a ll the slaveholders in our congrega­
tion, and then we asked them what t.bey paid for 
their slaves, and they told us the sum. The first 
question ·we asked was, Will you make them free 
or not? Some of tbem declared that they would 
never do it, and otbers said that tbey would do 
it, but tbat tbey could not at once send them 
away; that wa·s not wha,t we wished. ':Chen we 
declared the slave a debtor for that sum whicb his 
master had paid for him, and the master had to 
ruaJ..:e a wages book for the slave, and to pay him 
for his future work. In t.his way the slave has 
to work for his debt" perhaps, three years and a 
ha.lf until he is free; at the same time, perha.ps, 
the ma-ster will give those slaves a piece of land, 
and in every week about one or two days free, 
so that t.hey can work on their own land; and 
when· they have worked themselves free, then 
they bave property for themselves, and are not 
people who do not know wha.t to do; so we have 
made them free jn a rational way. The masters 
have not lost anything, and the slaves have 
gained. 

3336. That has been done by the exercise of 
Christian .influence on the mind of the slave­
owner ?-Yes, only that. 

, 3337. , .".bat is the condition of those former 
slaves when they have worked out their price; 
do they work for wages ?- Yes, they work for 
wages; we have already now a class of people 
who work for wages. 

3338. Paid by their former owners ?-Paid by 
anybody who en~ages tbem. I very often employ 
people and pay them wal(es. 

3339. Are the wages paid by the missionaries 
or by the former owners ?-To slaves liberated in 
the aho'1re-mentioned way, the wages must be paid 
by the former owners; we have nothing to do 
whatever with money matte.s ; we thought it only 
Oill' duty not to allow our Cbristians to have 
slaves, and we harve succeeded. 

3340. What number of men do you suppose 
there are actually working for wages ?-I cannot 
say. , 'Ve have, for instance, bricklayers. We 
went so far that we did not pay them for the 
day's work of the man, but we asked, How 
much do you r equiJ:e for a foot? And so we paid 
them by contract. We built our industrial s~ 
in that way for our ca.l'penters and wheelwrights, 
and then we found that they worked three times-­
more than they did when paid for a day's work. 

3341. Mr. Cheetham.] You paid tbem by con­
tract, ?-Yes, 

3342. Mr. ChicAester Fortescue.] Are those 
emancipated slaves, having no owner, a.ble to 
maintain themselves in comfort?- Decidedly, 
without any difficulty. But I might remark t hat 
a small number of free labourers, who are fishers, 
bricklayers, farmers, 11ammock or load-bearers, 
are emancipated slaves; there was a class of free 
la.bourers before we abolished slavery. B ut tbel'e 
is no doubt that an ema.ncipated slave can main­
tain his liberty. 

3343. How is that change regarded by the 
neighbouring people ?- It is rega.rded differently. 
I am told by some wbo are more intelligent that 
t.hey would agree with us if the Government 
would aboliFh slavery, but as long as we are alone 
they do not know of what use it would be. If, 
after a certa.in . time, there we~'e a known law for 
the abolition of slavery I do not think there would 
be great difficulty in carrying it out, if we had a 
Governor who hacl a sound and energetic policy for 
four or nve years, and w'-ould do something for 
the country, We must have one thing, and-that 
is roads. ,Ve may speak continually about im­
provements, but we only deceive ourselves without 
roads; witllOut roads there will be no civilisation, 
and that our Governors do not understand it-that 
is the greatest pity. 

3344. Chairman.] It is a bush country? ­
Yes, it is a bush country; if we would make 
roads, after 10 years the whole of the Bl'itish 
protecto\'ate, with Ashantee, would have been 
really so much chwO"ecI, even witJI reaard to 
commerce, that every'body would be than1.-<"ulfor 
that change. 

33·M. Mr. Chichester Fortesc" • . ] You spoke 
of the GO"el'nment abolishing slavery in 
the protected territory; you did not mean by 
the exercise of aut.hority, I suppose ?-I would 
not propose to abolish it now, even if the Golel 
Coast. were made a Colony. I would not say that 
the Govermneut should abolish slavery imme­
diately. I tltin" the way to abolish slavery is to 
gaiu at first il1:fluenoe over t.he tribes, and then, if 
there is influence, you uan make a law. At fi rst 
there should be something done for tile tribes in 
the interior, and I do not see any other way for 
doing something for them than by making roads. 

3346. That 
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3346. Th"t is to s.y, .s soon as tbe Goyern- dary? - That is difficult to say; I look to the Rev. 
ment shall have induced the majority of the Aungla country as boundary. E . Scllrenk. 
owners of slayes to consent to the abolition of 3354. I s not that an extension beyonel the first 
slavery, then itlllight take place?-Yes, after a protectorate?-No. 4 May 1865. 
Dum her of years a law might be made. Roads 3355 . Was the first id ea of tlle protectorate 
will cbange the whole social life of the . people, beyonel the east of the Volta ?-Yes. 
develope the resources ~~ the count~'y, mcrease 3356. ]\11'. Cln"clteste1' Fortescue.] You speak 
commerce, and then BntlSh laws WIll be mOre of the tribes which were formerly under the 
suitahle for the country . If there are roads it is Danish protection ?-Yes. 
not diffi cult to senel some bunilm.ds of men to t.be 3357. I s not it the_case tbat the action of the 
intel;or in one or two days. I do not like war, Goyernment has been very little felt in the ex­
but sIill it is very good sometimes if the people treme eastern district ?-I might say very little, 
:see guns; thcy respect them. but it might be felt; and a Government with 

3347. Do you propose to abolish domestic energy would have influence; for instance, they had 
slavery by forcc of arms ?-No, never. I am paid the poll-ta", beyond the Volta, wbich sbows 
decidedly aO'ainst warhke polio-yo I mean that the people think tb",t tho Englisb Government 
thel c should be roads made, and 1f there arexoads_ has a claim on them; but they afterwards re­
mado the Go,~enlOr ca,n maintaiu a,n~r h;w better - fused to pay-it, because the Goyernment did llot 
than he can now; eyen DOW, with l'cgal'd to make roads, and did llot do anything with the 
.la,ery, if they make laws tbe people in the in- money. There was about 18 miles of road made 
terior will say, You have no power; there about that time, but then nothing more, and 

-are-t'l.O roads; you cannot fight in the interior; from that time they refused to pay the poll-tax, 
you tried it in the year 1858, but yon were hecause they did not know for what the money 
l efeated. was used. 

3348. Bnt we do not profess to enforce our 3358. Do you think that the poll-tax could be 
1a ws on the protected people without their own again collected in the eastern districts, provided 
t'ont>cut r-No, you cannot do that; but I think its proceeds were spent in such works in the 
a law can be given, S l) that it mjght. be a bene£t district where the tax was' l'aised ?-I am sure it 
iin' the ('ountry. Slavery must be abolished, and could as soon as a Governor comes who has 
it ie much better not to wait too long; but it energy, and shows t.he people his interest for 
nlust be abolished in a. ca.reful and rational Tfay. them by visiting the chiefs, that every chief has 
It cannot be done before a social change has taken seen him once; the question is always the maD. 
plnce on the Gold Coast; and there is no better 3359. What is your view of tbe importance 
means for that change than roads. Roads facili- of the Volta River as a means of communication 
tate ~'olllmunication, bring new life 111to com- with the interior ?-I look at the Volta as a river 
luen'c and agriculture, la.bour is better paid, and of importance, and it would be much more im­
then sl:,,'ery can be abolisbed. pOl·tant if the steamer were to stay at Addab, 

3:149. Your views tend to couvert the protec- but because it does not stay at Addab all the 
toratr into a natural territorial possession ?- Yes, goods which are sent clown the Volta must be 
that is my view and my hope. I think the views shipped by sailing vessels. 
lIf 1he Govel'llment should tend to the same aim, 3360. The steamer does not stop at Addab?- OJ 

I..~lse T would cn.ll the policy very expensive, nsthere No; it stops at Accra, in Jamestown; it does 
would be ve'T li ttle achieved by it. Tbere should not come to Addah. 
he t:!ppnt some larger sums of money on that 3361. Do you agree with the other witnesses 
rotlutry for some years; then the revenue can be who ha.ve been examined here, that Addah shmuel 
increased, and the Government will be cheaper. be made a British station ?-I am opposed to 
On sowing the harvest does depend. making it a station of the Central Government; 

33.50. I s there milch difference between the but Addah must, sooner or later, he an official 
cnstorn tribes with which YO ll have to deal anel place: nohoely pays duty; there is export anel 
the Fantces alld the other western tribes ?--Yes, Import gomg OD, and nobody pays ~uty. 
there is more agriculture amoner the eastern 3362. lIfr. Cheetlwm.] There IS no Consul 
people, I think ; and there is son~e difference in there ?-There is. DO Consul. . 
their energy : the eastern peop~e .have mO~'e .~~63. ~Ir . . Clncltescer .Fortescue.] Th~re IS no 
energy than tbc Fantee people; for mstance, lD BIltlsb officer of any SOlt at Aeldah?--l'Io. . 
cotton cultivation they have sca.rcely done any- 3364. Mr. CheethamJ Is tbe trade expandmg 
tbing . During the last years they did not make at Addah?-At tha!' pomt the trade has certainly 
use of the American war for that purpose; that bee~ e..xpa~e~ed. dun~g the l~st five years. 
proycs something against the Fantee country. 336.). 'l ills IS gOlDg on ill the absence of aU 

3351 M Cl I ] " l' f English Government?-Yes. 
" , . r. teet lam. ill'e you spea <mg 0 3366. ~Ir. CMchester Fortescue.] You baye 

lhI ~~~kl'Dt:ht of(tII'e country, or of the race? been asked about the effect that would he pro­
- p - 0 e n. ,ves. cluced hy t.he withdrawal of the British power 

a:l52. Mr. Chichester F01·/<scue.] 'What do tbe from the coast, and the consequent extension of 
natlyes regard as the . eastern boundary of their the Ashantee power; I suppose, whatever other 
protectorate ?- The natives reO':lrd ns the eastern result-s were produced, it could Dot be effected 
boullliary of their protectQrat~, not the Yolta, without bloody wars, and great suffering to the 
hut the border of the A Ullo-In, district, some coast tribes ?-It is impossible; you would have 
lmudretl ~liles from Dabome)·. The Aungla. wm-s and shedding of blood. The.re is 3notller 
In.nguage IS all'eady rela.ted with the Dahomey reason uerainst that withdrawal; I think the 
1:\n~ua~c. But the reln.tions between the AUDerla honour of the Iiorno Government comes in 
tribe ;l.'ua the Government have become weal~er question, if the question arises about abanc1on­
!lUU ~\'eakcr siDce 1860, because there ·was clone iug the coast: it was by the Government, and 
nutillng more for the Aunglas. not by the Fautee people, that the last Ashantee 

33.)3. Chairman.] 'Vhat is the natural boun- war was commenced. No'w, if the Government 
0.39. s 4 left 
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Rev. left the ceast, and le~t us to the hatred of the 
E. Scl ... enh. A shantees, I think it would not be very honest; 

that m"tter should be settled before any such 
4 May, 865. question can arise. 

3367. Do you think that the example of 
Dahomey would lead you to suppose that our 
tela-tioD with ~ grea,t conquering native tyranny 
would be better than it is now with the minor 
tribes ?-It· would not be better; I think i£ the 
Government left the coast, the impression would 
be that the Ene;lish cannot ~ovel'n the coast; 
that they were atraid of the ASlla,ntees. 

3368. Do you suppose that the Ashantee power 
vei"}' much resembles that of D ahomey, except 
that it is still stronger ?-I think there is a great 
difference between Da.homey and Ashantee; I 
think the Ashantees are more open to EnTOpe&n 
influence th"'n D ahomey .: the cruelties are not 
so great jn Ashantee as in Dahome-y. I know 
th",t during the time of Governor Maclean there 
was a very friendly relation between the Ashan­
tees and the English Government. a.nd also some 
time afterwards. I know that, in about 1853, 
Captain Brownel, who was there at that time) 
settled a dispute with the Ashantees only by his 
courage and resolution. . 

3369. Do you tllink that the fl-iendly relation 
with the A shantees might be renewed by good 
management on our part ?-Yes, they might be 
renewed. It would be very difficult f01" the pre­
sent Governor ; he may be a very good man;, I 
esteem him as sU0h, but, after t.he Ashantee war, 
it is nearly iml)ossible for him to succeed. I am 
very sorry that he did not come to the coast at 
another tim e ; he made a very goocl beginning. 
I t is only the Ashaut.ee wa,1' which ha-s made 
things so bad. If the H ome Government would 
giYe-IITol'e pecuniary means in his hands, to give 
a new stimulus for the ' development of the 
tountry, then he might rega,in the confidence of 
the natives. 

3370. But, at all events, the Ashantee power 
could not be extended to t.he coast without a 
violent contest, and never with the consent of 
our protected tribes ?-No; it would mean for 
the tribes to die. 

3311. Lord StanZelj.] Do you . think that the 
Ashantee IJower is increased in st.l'ength ?-No; 
I think it is rather the contrary. They were 
very much weakened in 1827; they lost a large 
number of people at that time and a good deal of 
their courage, and since 1827 up to this time we 
caunot say that we have had what we can call a 
war. I t was in 1862 that they came agaiu, but 
they went back without any hard nghtin~; they 
had nothing to ea.t, and they were ill. 1 t is the 
impression of the natives as well as Europeans, 
tlhat the Ashantees have lost a great deal of their 
former vigour. 

3372. "\'\T e believe in Europe that 40 years is 
~eneraUy sufficient to repaIr the mischief done 
by a w&r; do you think that the effects of the 
war of 1827 are still felt by the Ash",ntees 1-1 
think th.,. the effects of the war are still felt, but 
I think tbat it is not so mnch felt as it must be 
among ci vilised nations. 

3373. Do you mean that they have not ro­
coveted thoir losses in population , or t.hat the 
Government is weaker ?-They have lost not 
only the territory which they lost in 1827, but 
they have also lost territorry in the interior, nnd 
they are not more so powerful as they have been, 
because they have not marc their former self­
confidence. 

3374. Other tribes in tJle interior took advan­
tage of their weakness, a.nd gained or recovered 
territory from them ?-So far as we know, some 
of the tribes who were dependent on the Ashan­
tees formerly are independent now; we ~annot 
give an exact statement of the facts, it is only 
reports from the peopJe in the interior. 

3375. I s there any access for Europeans to. 
Coruassie ?-1:-es, there was access, but during 
the last tWG years we sbould bave risked some-· 
thing if we had gone there, because there was 
war; but formerly there ,,,-as access, and, as I 
have Baid, Asllll1ntee is the principal aim of Qun' 
mission. 

3376. Taking tl'" protected tribe$ as a whole, 
have you any means of knowing what their re­
lative strength in nnmhel's is, as compared with 
the A snantees ?-I think that tbe population or 
the protected tribes is about 350,000, perhaps. 
400,000; but I will say 350,000, inoluding ,.n 
those who sta.nd under English protection since 
the Asbantee war in 1827, .nd who came ~ 
English protection In 1850 from the Danes. 

3377. Do you think that there is that feelinif'-­
among them, that in the event of <their being 
threatened with an attack from the Ashantees, 
they would unite under Brit-ish organization, and 
be able to hold their own ?-If the tribes would 
be united, there is no question- whatever that 
they conld resist the Ash.ntees; the natives 
only want European command alild ammunition 
in that case. The great difficulty was in the last 
year to unite the eastern district and the Fantee 
country. The eastern people know that the 
Fantees are not the best soldiers, and t.hey knoW" 
that, at the present time, the eastern district is 
in no danger. The Asbantee king sent messen-
gers to Christiansborg to our chief and to the 
chief of Dutch Accra, war J ameBtown, that 
he has nothing to do with them, and that he has 
only to do with the Fantee territory. We know 
for a long time t]Ulrt he wishes to gain the teni tory 
aga.in; the Government could not unite tne twO' 
district.s together, pa.rt.ly because not the right 
means were used; nnd then was the British 
influence injured so much by Commandant De 
Ruvignes that t.he position of Governor P ine in, 
the Eastern District was ver.y difficult. 

3378. ,'\Then you spoke of the education you 
gave the missionaries, you mentionp-d the diffi­
culty of developing the thinking faculties of the 
native children ; how does that operate; do you 
nnd that, after a certain time, they seem to Jose 
their power of advancing furt.her, and remain 
stationary, or fall back ?- No; that is a 
point which has been touched upon here and 
there to me, since I came back; but for a man 
who knows our life at home it is no mystery. 
Here, at home, wheu they are 17, YOllths lose, 
sometimes, their energy, and you know the 
reason of it; but that is much more theease­
among such people ns the Africans, for where 
there is no mOl'alj)owel' there is no resistance. 
If they corne uuder the influence of Christianity 
there is moral power in their heart, and we do 
not find, that wheu tlrey are 14 or 15 years of 
age, they do not make more progress. We have 
in onr college young men of 24 or 25, who 
study just as we do here at home. We opened 
the college in 1863; I was there at the opening 
of the college, and . three months afterwards I 
was again there, aud I saw that those young 
men had mnde "ery nice progress in Greek; so 
much so that they can be compared with Euro-

peans 
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peans who have learnt Greek for three months. 
It is a mistake for people to snppose that negroes, 
-in the whole, after a certain time, r emain sta­
tiona.ry, or fn.ll back. . 

3379. lI-Ir. Cheetham.] W cre those young men 
of pure African blood?-Yes, decidedly; thick 
lips and black skin. 

3380. And woolly hair?--""nd woolly hair. 
3381. :Mr. G,·,gory.] I think you said t.hat. the 

Ashantees del~ye their pow.er, 1n t heir warlike 
expellitions, entirely from g UllS a.ud ammunition 
import.ed from t.he coast? -I diel not, I tluuk, 
say entirely;. but certainly they are enabled, by 
the importation of such arms, to carryon t he 
war with a. force that they could n ot have exer­
cised with the-ir former arms. 

3382. I think you rather seem to be of 
opinion that it would be wise to Trevent'" th~e 
introduction of those anns ?-I think it -i-s too 
late now. 

338:~ . I presnme that, in case there was any 
pi'ohibition against the introc1uction of guns and 
ammunit.ion at. our stations, there would be g nns 
and ammunition introduced from the Dutch 
station 7-Y cs. 

:3;)8-4. Therefore our interference would be 
Duftatory ?-Yes. 

3385. How far is the .A.sha.ntee boundary from 
the lIearest point of the const 7-1 think it is 
ahout 90 miles. 

3386. '~Thcre is the neo.rest point? - The 
nearest point is ill the Falltee country. 

3387 . \\hat are the ordjnary relations of the 
Fantccs with t he Ash.aoutees ?-1'h e relation is 
n commercial one. " Then t.hese present disputes 
b(>twe(>n the Goycrnment n.nd the A .. sballtees al'e 
settlccl, the ... I\shantees come with gold dust to 
the 1'tllltee coast, and the Fa.ntee native tnld ers 
are allowed to go to Ashautee with goocls; tha.t 
is all. 

33~8. The Fa"tecs do not object in t.ilUe of 
peace to the ..Ashantee trader going down to the 
('oast ?-No) not in time of peace. 'l'he Asbantees 
JUllst come do·wn to the coast.; they have no salt 
in their .... ountry. 

:n89. j\Jt ti, is moment are t he Ashantees 
totally debarred of all access to fihe coast?-No, 
just now they have access; but there is some 
fcn.r in the popula.t ion on the coast that they will 
rctUl·n ngatn. I do not know 'whether it "will 
come so or not 

3390. Is there now peace b<>lween the A shan­
tees nnd the Fantees (-No) not steady pence; 
it is a constant matter of uncertainty. 

339 1. But still the JTa.ntees allow the Ashan­
tees to pass through their terrjtory?-Yes, because 
Cape Coast Castle is dependent on the Ashantees 
especially fOt" trade; trade has suffered vcry 
much. If the .A.shantees do not come, we read 
in every pa.per t rade, is very dnll; they are 
longing very much to see the Ashantees. 

3392. Do the Fantecs object to thc Asha.ntee. 
cOlUin~ DOW tlu'ough their territory 1-They do 
D?t object just now j theya.re coming again; clley 
dId not come for two years. 

3393. l3\\t yct they must he aware that the 
Ash;\utees nre coming tlown to the coast to pur­
chase muuitions of war, which will be employed 
against themselves ?-Yes; they arc nw~\re of it; 
but the Fn . .ntees n,lone are so wenk that, t1ll8Ssistec1 
by the Goycrnmeut and the eastCl'll t.r ibes, they 
CaJ1u.ot rcsist them, and thercfore it would bc vety 
!-lllwise to preycnt their passing up and clown; it 
IS " good policy to allow them to do ' so. 

0.39. 

3394. Mr. Cheetham. J There is a road, is there Rev. 
not. from Cape Coast to the Asha11tee territory? E. Schrenh" 
- There is a pat.h. 

3395. Mr. Chichcste,. F01·tescue.] Through 4 May 1865.­
what channels have the A shantees supplied t hem-
selves with anns and ammunition ?-Arllls es-
pecially from E lwina. 

3396. Through t he Dutch protected territory? 
-Yes; the Dntch f urnish ed the Ashantees with 
ammun ition during the time of war. Then they 
have got sal t and t.obacco up the RiYer Volta. 
They come down the River V olta and obtain th"ir 
salt and tobacco. 

3397. Mr. Seymour. ] Is there any :Bl itish 
officer at the mou th of th e Volta at all?-No, 
none at al l. 

3398. MJ:. G,·egory.] I n YOUI' teaching and 
education} on what principle do you proceed with 
regard to the select.ion of t.he young negroes that 
you intend to make missionaries ?- W e have day 
schools, and we have boarding schools for boys­
and girls. Between t.hose two we have a middle 
sohool, and ·we have a college; our middle schools 
are a preparation for the college. Iii our day 

,",ch ool every child is allowed to come; t hey must 
come regularly} to which effect we have strict 
orders. After a time we find out those who 
have more intellect in t.he class where we teach 
English (we do n ot t cach E nglish to all t he 
children, because for many it would be of no 
use) a.nd other things which are not taught to 
every scuol ar} and then if tliey baNe ,r-isited 
our sch_ools for about £ve, six, or eight years the 
time rna y cOme when. a boy will express a wish 
to l ea rn something, perhaps a. tirade in out' shops, 
or to become a. merohant or a builder, 01' a misJ 
sionary, or n teacher, and to snch wishes we 
listen. If th ey are £t f01' becoming teacbel·s. ancl 
if we see they lead a Ghristian life, we allow 
them to enter the class wh~re we give special 
instrHction for t.eaching. For instance} there is 
illstruction for 'playing the harmoniulD} siugiDCT} 
and other things which a teacher must u_nc1erstan~. 
If he wishes to become a IUlssionnry} and we see 
th1'lJt he is converted, he receives special in--' 
struction in OlU' college. 

3399. Is there much disposi-tion on the part of 
those young lnen to become teachers ?-80me ..... 
times t here is too much. -\:'\'-e hayc to show them 
that it is Dot every onc that can become a. teacher, 
and clt1l'ing the last year we have succeeded in 
persuacling a good many of them that it is a nice 
thing to be fa.rmers, and we have several boys 
who are instrnct.ed by one of our native Christia.ns 
in farming. 

3400. AS:1 genera! rule} do those y01mg men 
whom you echLCate for missionaries afterwM'ds­
maintain a correct life ?-As a rule tJley do; 
because, if we see that they a.re not converted, 
we dismiss them from our college ; we dism.issed 
two last year. 

3401. 'My object in asking is this, are then" 
ruany of those persons tha.t you have to dismiss? 
- No, not many; the majority go on to OUl' satis­
faction . 

3402. They carry their good habits into after 
life ?-Yes, t.hey do. 

3403. In speaking about the construction of 
ronda, I presume it ,,'as YOllr wish to ca.ny out 
the old principle of levying a poll-tax for their 
construction?-Yes.. 

3404. Arc the Committee to understand t.hat 
you Blink the natives would willingly contribute 
to it if they saw t;he money was j"id out in th" 

T construction 



Re:v. 
E. SdhrenTl. 

146 MOCNU'l'ES OF EVIDENCE T A.KEN BEFORE TI'l.E 

construction of :roads ?- Yes; I am sorry that it 
was not done. We .must have roads on the Hold 
Coast j but the stimulus must be given by a man 
who ,is able <to ga:in their c~mfidence again, ~nd 
the H ome Govel'nment must enable the local 
Ge.verJ!.lment, by llleDey, to de aotualily sometihinO' 
for the country. If that is done, the natives will 
agoo pay poll-tax. 

3405. 1I1r. Ohichest.,· Fortescue.] Do you mean 
a: p.ath ?-N 0, I mean a call·t [road. 

3406. Mr. Gregory,] Is it merely clearing tbe 
bush; !lire the l'oads difficult of construction '!­
Some of them are difficult. vYe nave made 35 
miles· of road, and we have to make about 14 
miles more in the mOlllltain; tba.tis very difficult 
and very expensive; but sti ll we shan ha·ve fin­
iShed, I hope, in six months. 

3407. Do you metal it; do you lay down 
stones ?-In some places we have to lay down 
stones; but ,on the Flain there is very ha.rd 
ground; t.here is iron ore everywhere on the 
plain. 

3408. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] Horses and 
oxen will live in the eastevn district, I Sl'lPl)ose 7 
-I had a horse dming all the time I was there,. 
a.nd we · have sent out a farmer, two years 
ago, who is tra.ining the oxen to draw carts, 
because we h3ive wheelwrights. 

.'3409. But no animals will live ill t.he western 
district, will they 1- 1 think tba,t must be shown 
by experience; if they cut down so little of the 
bush, it will be difficult; the more they cut clown, 
the better for the animals. 

3410. Mr. Henry Seymour.] Is it not tbe 
T setze fly which prevents t.b eir living in the 
western districts ?-So it is believed, but a. friend 
of mine went into the interIor with two oxen last 
year, and he came back with them well. 

341 1. Is it nottbe caseihat. theilydoes not 
touch mules ?-It does not touch mules. 

3412. A re you a·ware that horses will not live 
in the south of India ?=-I am aware of it, and 
with 0ur horses we took ca,re; I took my horse 
afong bhe Coast; when we come on to the moun­
tains, they caD live again; it is only at the foot 
of the mountains that we find there is some risk. 

3413. But you think you could use oxen in 
the same way as oxen are used aU over India?­
Yes, I thinl':' so; but we must import stronger 
oxen t han we have' now. 

3414. Sir F,'anms Baring.] I think you said 
th",t you had two pla.ntatious of coffee and one of 
cotton, diel you not?-Yes, of coffee, but not of 
cotton j we have eneouraged the people of a 
district to cultivate cotton, and t.he people of a 
whole district are now engaged in cultivating 
aot,ton, but we have no plantation of om: own. 

3415. With regard to the coffee plantation, that 
is I suppose under the superintendence of the 
missioIH1.ries 7- Yes. 

34J6. I-Iow is it worked; have you got the 
labourers of the country'! - Yes, we engage the 
people. 

341'7. And you pa.y them for t.heir day's work? 
-Yes. 

3418. You pay thorn wages?-Yes. 
3419. Do you find any difficulty in getting 

them to work ~-No, not much, I have myself 
very often to hire peop]e, becamse all our pl'o"Visions 
are carried on the head till the road is finished 
in the interior. 

3420. It has been stated generall y that many 
of tbe cotton plantations have been given up iu 
e011sequence of the impossibility of getting tnc . 

natives to work steadily; does your exper ience 
confkm t hat ?-Not on our coast. 

3421. You stated t hat 18 miles of road was 
made in conseq,uence of the levying of t he poll­
tax?-Yes, tlhe Governor paid tbe labourers and 
our mission gave the sUI?erintendent. ~ 

3422. Was tIlat done by contract or by daily 
paymeut ?-I think it was done by coutract, but 
it was done in the year before I arri ved. 

3423. The 35 miles of road you made yourself? 
-Yes. 

3424. 'Was that done by contract, or by pay­
ment of daily wages ;>.LOne part was done by 
paym.ent of daily wages, and a,nother part was 
done by contract. 

3425. You found you could obtain labourers to 
do the work ?- Yes; we coul<1 obtain more than 
we wauted. I know nhat from two of our: mis­
sionaries who had the superintendence of the 
construction of the road. 

3426. YOLL have stated tbat tbeTe is a superior 
school 101' the purpose 0:£ erlucatingyollng men to 
fill situaiions under Government and agencies for 
the Government ?-Yes. 

3421. Is tbere much difficulty in obtaining 
European ao-ents to cal'ry on the business satis­
factorily r-Yes, there is a difficulty, because the 
climate is not hea,lthy; and I bave said already 
the Government has neglected to make a moun­
tain station. I -think it is a great IDlstake, 
because very often an officer might ha"'i'e come to 
the mountaalls fOlr some months, instead of going 
h0me when he -was unwell. 

3428. Is there a complaint that tbe Europeans 
that go out there and are employed there, are of 
an un.satisfaotory class ~-There is rouGh com­
plaint of t bat kind I am sorry to say, and that is 
the reason why our clima.te has acquired such a. 
bad name. The fact is, that, they do not live so 
thall they can live. . 

3429. You think it would be a great benefit if 
the natives could be e4ucated, so al; to undertake 
t.hose clut.ies ?-I am sure it ,would be a very great 
benefit. 

3430. Mr. Arti>ur ll1ills.] You Bpoke of the 
means yon employ to induce sla,eholders in your 

. congregation to set free the slaves held by them. 
Are you able to state how many pecp~e are work­
ing for wages in your pru:t:in the coffee planta­
tions, and so en ?-On OlU' coffee plantations 1ve 
engage the people just as we want them. The 
Dl~Rsiona,ry who has the superintendence of ~he 
coffee pl.ntatiolls calls the people from the town 
when the plantation is to be cleared, or when the 
harvest time has come. 1Yith regard to t.he num­
her of the slayes in our mission, I think the 
whole number has been about 150. 

3431. Taking the average for 12 months, would 
that give you an idea of what tbe number of 
the people would be ,vho are receiving p!,),­
ment for work?-W f' eng~e brioklayers, people 
for our shops and plant",tlOns, anrl people who 
carry loads; perhaps there are, on the whole, 
200, or even perbaps 250 annually eugaged by 
our ~1:ission; but t hey are not all free and 
indepeudent people. SlavehoMe"". heathen, wbo 
hold a. large number of slaves, gi\'e them occa­
sionally SOUle days free, in order that they may 
carry loads to the intel'ior; some -slaveholders 
give them a part of t he PRY, and some take t he 
wbole of the pay from the slaves. 

3432. At t he mouth of the Volta, ,ou sald, 
there was no subordinate OffiCCl' rcpresc"ntinO' tile 
British intereSt in any way?-Non~. b 

0433. Nowbere 
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3433. Nowhere,. at any part in those eastern 
settlements, is there any subordinate officer ,re­
presentinO' the Bxitish ?-There is a Civil C0rn­
manda-nt in James Town. 

343-1. Mr. Cheetham .] I understood you to 
say, tha.t yOUl' objeot in giving this higher class of 
instruction, especially to the young students, wa~<;, 
that ult,imatcly tbey may become teachers to 
their own people?- That they might ultimately 
become tcacherE" to their .0"\ n people. That is 
one t hing; that they might be able to be em­
ployed by the Goyemment and by merch.uts, 
or to become merchants themselves, or farmcr-s, 
&c., is another aim of ours. I was the treasurer 
of our mission, a.nd had fi'equently young men 
en gager 1 to assist me, and I have fOund that t hey 
had not learnt enough arithmetic to be of service 
to me in ni l cases where I wantod t heir help.- -

3435. T hen from your experience of the native 
character, I understand 70U to say that you see 
nothing in their physical formation or in their 
mental structure which woulclleacl you to th ink 
that they could not be educated just as other 
people CRn ?-They have certainly lower foreheads 
tbno Buropeans, but I hu\'e found by experience, 
and the -1:5 EuropeflDs engaged in our IVIission 
know it for a fact, that pure negroes on the Gold 
Coa~t can he educated as well as Europeans; I 
have already sta.ted that we have more difficu lty 
in bringing lip tiJeir tuinking faculties, but that 
is velT natural if you look a.t the negro as he is, 
nnd not as you would lik~ bim to be; in fact, 
among the lower classes ill Eurol)can countries, 
you m.:1)" often find great slowness iu the thinking 
faculties ; we find arithmetic is the best thing to 
clear their heads, 

3-+:16. Has your body some stations in Kaffi'a­
ria ?-<Nn j they are the :l\Ioravians . 

:1·1:11. You spoke of a coffee p]antation?-Yes. 
:1+:18. Do you expect that a,rtiele to become an 

imp()rt~l1lt mattcr of export ?-Jt will become 
more important, but never so important a.s cotton; 
there is too much 'wet for cotton on the moun­
tain:'!., and therefore the soil is better suited for 
cotiee j we have had so mnch success, tha.t we 
can p:o on with it. 

34:39. In the cultivation of either cotton or 
rofiee. YO ll see nothing of that unwillingness of 
tilt' l1atives to labour which bas been spoken of? 
-I n 1862 there were some bales of cotton ex­
ported ii'om the Gold Coast; in 1863 we 
"-'I"ll'led 2 .... bales; in 1864,440 bales, aml la~t 
,January 93 bales, which shows such success, that 
tll,ere cannot be much fa.ilure in obta.ining labour; 
01 ('ourse we cannot force the people to cultivate 
the ('otton, it is aU of their own free will that 
th('y dfl it j we can on ly pny as high a price as 
the market here allows; it is merely their own 
unilcrst~mding tha.t if they work, they may make 
money. 

3440. Then YOU do not adm.it ,he truth of 
wbat Ilfi~ heen said) tha.t there is sornethiug in 
the negro character whic.h will not permit them 
to be 8teaci:' labourers in any occupation what­
eyer ?-If the neOTors see that they can make 
money, which the~ value 'rery much, they are 
like othel' people; and ready to work. Some of 
them gi'\"'"c their mind,:; to it too much. I have 
hao among my congregation a man wbom I had 
to rehuke for work il.lg too much. I had to tell 
hi;" th~t he must keep the Sabbath-day. Thc 
~alc ml::'~lt1n on tJ1C Gold Coast comes by their 
In,lustJ:y III 00 different contact with the negroes, 
that we must be able to form :l more correct 

0.39. 

opinion a.heut the negro character in regard to Rev. 
labour thnrn other Europeans on thmt coast. E. Schren/" 
When I ani ved on the coast we had difficulty to 
get boltrds for our joiner-shop. When I left the 4 May 1855_ 
coast we bad a. number of sawye-rs in the bush, 
who were taught by us to saw boards. These 
sa wyers workea on their own account, and sold 
their boards to us. vVe have now boatrds enough 
for buildings a.nd industry. . . 

3441. Is_ thOJ:e an.y extensive prod llct.ion of 
palm oil ?-Yes; in the Krobo district tbeYal'e 
all engaged in that sort of prod uetion. (' 

3442. So that, as YOll proceed iu yom e/forts 
to raise these people, you see before you ample 
means of employing them in industrial produc­
tions ?-Y es; both must go together. Onr 
schools give them material to use in after-life; 
but if we did not show them how to use it, we 
should only eclueate them to be idle. If roads 
are constructed, our young men will £nd chan­
nels of usefulness. Schools wit.hout civilisation 
will be a stagna,nt water. 

3443. Do you thiuk that, if the British Go­
vernment were to withdraw ftom this district, 
tbe commercial "nd industrial pursuits of the 
'natives would cease ?-I am sure of it, and ex­
perience . along the whole of the coast shows it. 
If tbe English Goyernment leaves us, I myself 
will be one of the first to c"11 the French, 
although I do not l ike the French Government. 

3444. ,'V ould you say that t he presence of a 
British settlement was uecess3rry to protec,t or 
promote your efforts in that diredion ?-Yes. 

34{5. You said that t he V\' esley",1lS had pro­
ceeded up to the Asbantee country?-Y es; but 
the Britjsh Government was at their backs; it 
was at the tilUe when nIT. J)laclean was there, 
who was in moat friendly ~relations with them. 
He stayed on· the coast frOID 1832 to 1847, .nclhe 
was a UJa,D who understood how to m~ke. steady 
progress, and i11fluence the native customs and the 
na,tive laws. His juri~diction might have been 
more British. 

3446. Then what you mean to convey is, that 
when the 'Vesleyans ,;,rent there, the British 
Goyernment still foHow ed them ?-Yes. 

3447 . But are there not portions of the earth 
in wh.ich missiona.ries l abolu with great success 
wit,hout the presence of the British Government; 
why sbould that not be so bere?-You are aware 
of what took place iu Madagascar; I do not 
think there is any Englishm"'n who would not be 
sorry to prepare for us such tria.Is, or similar 
trinh. 

3448. ,Vith respect to the . bolition of the 
elave trade, is lt your opinion that the presence 
of our Government, both in the squadron and in 
the settlements, is essential ?-I think that we 
have pro,ed that on the Golcl Coast; I am very 
glad yon have mentioned it, because SQllle people 
say that the presence of the British Goyemment 
there was of no use for the aboli tion of the slave 
trade; but ou tl,e whole of the Gold Coast, along 
the British territory, there is not one slave ex­
ported; and I think an Englishmau sho,:,1d rather 
be proud of that success than sny that It IS of no 
use. 

34±9. Then yon assume t hat if the British 
Government is to keep Oll these tel'l'itories, it is 
essential that there shonld be a better system of 
administration ?- Y es. 

3450. In the first place, you say that a superior 
class of officers should be sent out to represent 
the Government ?- Yes. 

T 2 3451. And 
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Rev. 3451. And, in the next place, it is essential 
Ji:. ScI,,'.,,],. that there should be roads ?-Yes. 

3452. Must those roads of necessity be made 
~4 MRy 1.865. by the Bri~ish Government? - The Brit.ish 

Government must give the impulse f01' making 
the roads, but if the roads are made, I do not 
think the British Government should have all the 
expell!'es to Dear; but if a Governor is there who 
has influence, he would ha.ve to use that influence 
to make agreement<s with the chiefs; if we had 
roads, we should opell up the whole of the 
country for commence, and t.he Ashantees would 
know that 'it was not difficult for the English 
Government to send hundreds of troops to their 
'frontier; 50 that roaus would fOl:ce t·hem to keep 
'Up friendly rel",tionB with the British Govern­
ment. 

3453. Mr. H em,!! Sey"'OU1"] Do you think 
that l\1ahomedanisIll is spreading greatly on the 
'Western Coast of Africa ? -On the Gold Coast, 
no. I think some gentlemen sec too much 
spread because they like it too much. 

3'154. There being on one side the Mahomedans 
and on the other side the Christia.n missionar.ies ; 
do you think theMallOmedans areru,ore snccessful 

. than t.he Christian ' ll,1issiona,ries ? - I thillk the 
1vlahomedans l~ust have more success. 

3455. Why?-Becanse we require from a 
mo.n that he shall lewve his sin;;, and the 
Mahomedans allow him to go on in his sins, and 
therefore I should be astonished if we made t he 

SaI~:f{O~~~s. think the Mahomedans do make 
grea.ter progress thaD yourselves ?-I think so 
everywhere; but on our coast we cannot speak 
of t.hat from experience, because we have 
a few M ahomedaus on the Gold Coast. 

3457. Do you think it is a, fa<>t that when the 
nat.ives become Mah.omedaus, they a.re much more 
attached to their. religion than wlien they become 
Chri.tians ?-I do not believe it at all. 

3458. If' a native community became Chris­
tiams, do you think they would have the same 
pbweJ.: to resist aggression as if they became a 
Mahomedan community ?-I t hink so, most de­
cidedly. 

3459. Mr. Cheetham.] Yon have seen t.he 
practical results of both systems, have you?- Yes. 

3460. Mr, Henry SeymoU1'.] Do you think the 
na.tive Qhristian is as energetic au.d as attached to 
his religion as the Mahomee1a.n ?- No, I thjnk he 
is mOl'e ~tttached to his religio,n; we ha'\Ie a num­
ber of lYlahollledans who have slaves ; in James 
Town, very rich people, who have a la,rge num­
ber of slaves. If you look at the Mahomedan 
slave, you do not see <lollY difference between him 
and any other heathen; . if you ask him what he 
believes, he will say tha.t he tUrns to the, east iu 
the morning, and perha.ps repeats a certa.in 
prayer, and that is all his religion. 

346 .. 'When you sa,y that a Christian minister 
as~s a heathen to give up luore thaoll a ~fahome­
da.u; do you not forget th "". the Mahomedan asks 
him to give up the use of spirits, to which he is 
sh'ongly attachee1 ?-The negroes in the inteHior 
have 110 spirit.~ at ali, and along our coast we see 
few J\1a.ho'medruns working to make prose-lytes. 
I cannot spea,k about that at aH. We have Ma­
homedans who trade to 'i.he interior, and they go 
there to hnng ivory, aJnd 'fihey have their slaTes 
who are lVInhomednus ; but, with. tllat except,ion, 
we h~we none. 

3462. :gut, at .11 events, the Mahomeda,ns for­
bid one vice which is common on the coast?_ 
Yes. ' 

3463. ,And succeed in doing so ?-I think so; 
but I do not know whether such a slave would 
drink or not. 

3464. The Mahomedan, however, cloes forbid 
the trade;n drink ?-That I have seen myself; 
but that is only one sin; if a man is a thief or a 
liar that is WOllse than drinking. 

3465. Are there any negro Christians who 
become traders iuto the int~];ior of the country as 
the Mahomedans do ?-OU\' Christian traders do 
not go further th,,,, 80 miles iuto the interior. 

!3466. Then they do not "'P,Pe",r to be so enter­
pnsmg a~ the Mahomedall tiraders ?-I should 
be very sorry to say tnat, necause the Mahome­
dans go so far into the interior for the purpose of 
bringing slaves for the Dutch for their so-called 
free emigrants, 

3467, But they b11ng ivory and gums, and 
oth.er thillgs be.ides slaves, do they not ?-They 
bring ivory and slaves; I do not kno,\' about any 
other articles. 

34:68. At all events, what they brin" others 
could bring ?-I think that i~ they \Y~'e p~e­
vented' bringing slaves, they would not go so far 
into the interior; I do not believe they would 
risk so much. 

3469, Mr. (--'hie"est.,· Fortescue.] "Would you 
not say that the Mahomedan African wa.> a mo,e 
vigorous human being than tbe Pagan African? , 
---= V\T e halve some IVIahomeda.ns in Accraespe~ially~ 
there is one l'~Gh man in whose house I have been, 
to assist a mercnant in buyjng iVOl'Y, ~or I was a 
merchant before I was a mjssional'Y; I saw men 
in his nouse who weve 1fah9medans; in SOme 

respects they are sup~l'iol' to the negro, and in 
some respects not. 

3470. I suppuse you would say that tb~ Ma­
homedan Africa.n, as believing in one Goel, nnd 
professing, at all events, a higher faith, is 
superior in that respect to the heathen African? 
-I believe he is in some degree. 

3471. But J'on ltave had very little ":"pe!'ience 
on the subject?-Yes. . 

3472. Mr. Henry Seymo","] 10 there any 
interest felt in your pa,rt of the coast in tile 
struggle going on in Abbeokuta?-Not any 
aeti ve interest. 

3473. Is im looked upon as it str~~gle bet" reen 
the Paga,ns a,ud Mahomedans?-l~o, that does 
not come into qllestion with regard to the wat 
at al~ 

3474. Mr. Art/tUl' Mills.] Do you think, "" 
far as yonI' experience goes-~ that ~rahomeda.nism 
can be compared with Christianity as an instru­
ment of civilisation, eitller in promoting energy 
of character or in extingllishilJg vice ?-I have 
read history, and I should say that no one who 
knows anything of :Mahomedanism can say iris to 
be compared ",t all. I think anyone who looks 
",t history might well be ashamod to spenk as we 
have heard people speaking in Loncton during' the 
last few weeks. 

3475, Mr. H em:,! Seymour.] Do you not think 
tbat tihe Mahomedau in Africa is oonsiderably 
more energetic thl.1.D t)le j)ilahomed~n in Asia, whom 
I suppose you had in view In tba.t last answer?­
Not at all; tIle clima.te does not permit of more 
energy-it is bet.ter suited to a phLegm!lltic 
tempel'ament-~ perha,ps the East is more ex,citing. 
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the Sout h Coast. About 13 vessels were gene­
raUy employed in that seryice. 

3485. "Yhere were the hulks stationed ?-At 
tha.t time-tl~ere was only oue; two have lJeen added 
since; one now is stationed a.t SielTa L eone, and 

Vice-Adm!. 
Sir 

F. W. Gr<lJ, 
G , C.B. 

3476. Ch airman.] You are First Sea Lord of 
the Admiraltv, and a Vice-Admiral?-Yes. 

3477. You' were in command of the African 
sta.tions I1p to the year 1860, were you not?-Up 
to July 1860. 

3478. That post is now occupied by Sir Bald­
win ",Valker, I believe?-No, by Commodore 
Wilmot. The startions have been altered since 
that time. The West Coast of Africa is now a 
separate station. 

tbe other, until lately, was at· Fernando Po, but it 8 May .865' 
has just been removed to the neighbourhood of 
the River Volta. 

3 .. 79. Wlmt were your own head CJ:uartel's?­
The Cape of Good Hope. 

34RO. 'Will you state to the Committee what 
the arrangements were of the sq uad)'on, and what 
were the cruising grounds, when you were in 
command ?-The whole direction of the squadron 
was under Commodore Wise first, and then after­
wards under Commodore A.dams. Commodore 
'ViRe went out a li ttle aftel' me. The station 
wn~ divided. and has continued to be divided ever 
sin ce, into -three divisions; t.he north including 
our settlements in the Gambia and SieTra Leone, 
and all Liberia; the second includino- the Biaht's 
of Be~in and Biafra, 60 far as Calle Lopez ; ~tnd 
the third was from Ca~e Lopez to the limits of 
the station, to Little ]ish Bay. The whole of 
the Portuguese possessions on the South Coast 
were Included in the south division. 

:1481. Is that the arrano-ement now 1-1 believe 
it 1::1 unultered. 0 

3482. 'Vill you st",te to the Committee the 
length of your comma.nd, and wha.t were the 
years of it ?- From the month of :May 1857 to 
July 1860. 

3~83. \,\l .. t is the present streno-th of the 
squadron on the West Coast?-I am ~ot sure of 
the exact actual strength, btlt I C3!11 sta.te the 
M'erage strength the squadron is kept up t.o; 
whether there may not be a little variation at 
t!lis moment I cannot tell, but it, generally con­
SIsts of the commodore's ship, a corvette, two 
€-loops, One commanded by a post-captain, 10 
gUll-\,essels, two -srnaJi vessels for service in the 
rivers, one store-ship, and two hulks. Thf\t is 
th~ average strength of the squadron. 

3484. What is the «eneral distribut ion of tbat 
squadron ?etween th~ three divislons that you 
have n~entJoncci; is there any usua,l distribution? 
-Dllrmg the time I commanded the station 
t~e~'~ Were genera.lly three vessels on the north 
divHnon, about five on the Bio-hts, a.nd five on 
Q3~ a 

3486. What is the use of those hu1ks ?-For 
coaling, provisions, and receiving supernume­
raries. 

3487. Is there anotner hulk stationed at Ascen­
sion I slana ?-Yes. 

3488. Sir John Iia.'1'] B esides t he hulk sta­
tioued at Ascension Island, is there any other 
force a,e Ascension and St. Helena for the sup­
port of the squadron on the coast 1-No; there is 
none at St. flelena; there 18 one at Ascension 
I sland, witli a steam-tug attached to her. 

3489. Chai,.,nan.] A,e there other ships sta­
tioned either at Ascension I sland or St, H elena, 
besides those which 3"-Oll have ment.ioned ?-Not 
at this moment; I must add that there is an­
other small vessel for river service, the" Pioneer," 
which was employed in Dr. Livingston's service 
on the East Coast, which has been sent up to t,he 
coast to be employe(l hy Commodore Wilmot in 
the river; she has just lately arrived. 

3490. This squadron is independent of any 
ship stationed ",t the Cape ?-Quite. 

3491. 01' of any ship on the E ast Coast?­
Quite. 

3492. Oan you state the average cost of the 
squadron ?~I have retul'llS of tihe cost of 13 
cruising ships ; two vessels which you may 
call tenders, though one is not so at this mo­
ment; one store ship and two stationary ships. 
I have a return of the cost of A scension se­
pal'ately. I find t he total expense of that 
squadron, including weal' and tear of machin-ery, 
coals, and pilotag e t.o he 157,869 1. a year. I 
may mention t.hat in calculating the wear and 
teal' there is a li ttle difference bet~r een the A c­
countant Genel'al's calculation and the Comp­
troller's, but it is too sma1l to be worth taking 
notice of; it is only 1,000 l. or something of that 
kind. If the Oommittee wish to have it I can 
giye the detO-iis of all the expellditnre under that 
head. 

3493. Will you put that p"'per in ?-I will do 
so. ( T he same was handed in.-Vide Appendix. ) 

T 3 3494. That 
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Vice-Adm!' 3494. That is, ill fact, the strength and cost of 
Sir the sq,uadron kept on the West Coast of A.li·ica 

F_ W. Grey, for the suppression of the slave trade ?":"Yes. 
3495. Do you. consider when you were in com­

, mand of the 'West Coast Station thot the sup­
a May 186!j. pression of the slave trade was not the only 

I . object of having the squadron there, but that to 
I a certain e"tent it was placed there for the pro ­

tection of commeroe ?-To a very great extent it 
. was for both purpoFes; there was alw'X)'s some 

part of' it employed for the protection of com­
merce. 

o.e.D . 

3,*96. But 1>1,e positions o£ the tlll'ee divisions 
of the squadron were mainly selected for the 
suppression of the export of slaves, were they 
not?- Yes. 

3/197. Can you state what ' the genel'aljnstrnc­
t.ions arc with reO"ard to the cruisers close in­
shore for the puf-pose of stopping t he export 
tllade in slaves ?-·Tha1. is a pomt in which I had 
a good deal of communication with Commodore 
Wise. The st.rengt.h ofthe squadron did not admit 
of both in shore and off shore cruizing. The con­
clusion I a.rrj~'ed at was tha.t the best way of em,.. 
ploying them was close in-shore, and iJhey were 
so employed during an the time I was t here. Cap­
tures were occasionally made by vessels on the 
passage at a distance fi'om the coast, but they 
were comparativel y rare. 

history as one of complete success over the well. 
contrived plans of the slave dealers. The close 
blookade of tbis part of the coast, from the River 
Volta to Jackin, has shOWJl what. can be done by 
the African cruisers under tbe skill and conduct 
of their comma,nders; and I must be permitted 
to pInee on record here, before cnterin&, furtlier 
into this important. subject, my high aclmiration 
at the zeal, energy, and patience displayed not 

· only by the commanders but by all the officers 
and men of the squadron under circumstances of 
no ordinary trial. The terrible monotony of the 
Afi·ic8lD Coast is ~roverbial, and where there is no 
change nor relaxation from duty for a period of 

· sometimes 12 months together, it will be readily 
acknowledged that ma,ny good qualities are neces­
sary, Dot only for keeping up t he cheerful con­
dition of the men, but for the due maintenance of 
discipline, order, and efficiency. There are priva­
tions also, of different kinds, which the cruisers 
are subj ect to. Fresh meat is scarce, and not 
very enticing, and with the except~on of yams 
which are often not to be obtained, in consequence 
0f the dl'oughn, no other vegeta.bles are seen, 
excepting 1>hey come in small quantities as pre­
sents.to the officers from the private gaJ'dens of 
their friends on shOl~e. Fowls, ducks, and turkeys, 
ca,n be pJ'DcuJ'ed at J ella Coffee, but a dozen 

J1eads of poultry would not he equal to a good 
English fowl." Then he goes on in the same 
tOlle, showing how 'Very trying it is to the officers 
and men, and then in another passage he says, 
"the incessant roiling which is most trying, th~ 
const.ant rumbling of the hea.vy surf upon the 
beach which becomes te<!lious from its monotony, 
t.he low and uninteresting appearance of the 
lan d, all have an effect eyen upon the best orga­
nised mind that is sometimes distl'essing, and we 
have, I grieve to say, examples of the effect of 
t.hese t.l'ials in the invaliding of officers and others 
from mentn'! disorrranization." That is a very 
C01.Tect picture of the seryicc on that coast under 
this close blockade system. 

3498. SupposinO' t.he strcngth of t.he squadron 
not to be ill creas~u, nnd the chief ohject being 
the stoppage of the slave cxport in-shore, uo you 
t,hiuk the composition of t he squadron for that 
purpose mirrht be improved by fastcr ships 01' 

more stemTl~rs ?-No doubt if the squAdron were 
increased, it would give you a hetter chance of 
catching vessels which might succeed in ca,rryillg 
away slaves ill spite of the cruisers aJong shore; 
but during the last 12 mont,hs I finu ii'om Com­
modore \~rihuot's report that the squadrons were 
anchored at such a short distance from each other -
along the coasts of 1:11e Bights t.hat Hot a. single 
slavel' succeeded ill shipping slaves, but a very 
fast stemner, the H Cicerou;' was driven off the 
eoast ,,~ ithol.lt beiIlg able to ship a.t an; having 
failcd to ship in the Bi&hts she went down to the 
Congo, whe1'e th_ey are bought, but her boa.tswain 
and fonr of her men 'Were C!loptured by one of the 
cruisers, and she was drivcn off', so she f:ti led agwil1. 
That steamer was very mach fast,er than any vessel 
we have there; her speed was not less tha.n 11 
knots, that is the repVl't, thellefore I conclude 1Jha.t 
it is not gpeed that is so much wanted as such a 
number of vessels as would be able to effectually 
blockade the coast. There would be an advan­
tage undoubtedly in Our haying one or two fast 
steamers attached to the squadron if we had 
them. 

3500. In fact, the service along shore, must be 
!)lore unhe"lt.hy than ou, at sea ?-From t hat 

,. causc, nhe _lllouot.ony and tediousness of it; but 
not from any positive ma.laria 01' fever, 

3499. I s not the cruising in-shore more uu­
healt.hy than the cruising ont at sea ?-1 shoulll 
not say that it was more unhealthy in-shore than 
out at' sea, provided the officers "are careful not 
to lanel or to expose the men to 1;he risks of 
going up the rivers, but it is a vcr)"' monotonous 
and very hard position for the ofiice1'8. I have 
got from Commodore ,Vilmot a, report conhtining 
a st;aten'fent on t,hat point; it is da.ted the 1st of' 
Dccember 1864, ",nel is a report for the whole 
year. I will take that part of it which alludes to 
tmde in (,I.e Bights. He states this :--" The 
African sqnadron has this year achieved avietol'Y 
in the ·Bights which their Lordships n.nd the 
country may well rejoice at, and the yeal' 1864 
will be recorded ill the annals of slnvc.hadlng 

3501. Does thatpl'actically involye much boat 
service up the river ?-On that coast, there al'e 
no rivers into which boats can be sent, except at 
Lagos; at the Volta there has been one expedition 
sent. \tp, but that has been quit.e an except jon j it 

· is never the pract.ice to thc cruisers on that part 
of tlte coast to send boats LIp the ri ver. 

3502. Sir John Hay. ] Yon speak of the Bight 
of Benin, and not of the Bight of Biafra ?-Yes_ 

3503. Cltairman.l Does that involve much 
service in the way ot the destruction of depots of 
slaves and bnrraeoonsj have they to land from tinlc 
to time for that purpose ?-I do not remember 
any instance of uny barracoon haviug been ae­
stroyed in the Bights j there was oue destroyed 
Intely on t.hc Sonth Coast neal' the mouth of the 

-Congo . 
3504. D o you agrec wit.h Commodore '''ilmot 

that the service is 'Very unhealthy, 01' do you 
think that it is injurious to t.he discipline of the 
Navy ?~-I do not .consider it injurioud to disci­
l)linc j during the time I held the comma .. ud, r.be 
object was 1.0 send the cruisers in tUl'n for n. trip 
to St,. I-Iclenn, but it. was seldom that the number 
of tho cruisers was sufficient to allow of that. I 
mnst explain that in the year 1856 the slave trade 
was almost at an end. In 1857 there was a 

sudden 
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sudden rCYl val of it to a very greart extent, caused, was oue A merican cruizer occasionally in t he 
I fi rst by the expiJ""tion of a convention ·wi th Big hts in 1858 and 1859. 
Fra~ce, who bad refused to rene,,,, i, t, but chiefly 35 17. Do yo n conceive tba.t such Spanish and 
to the very iarO'e use of t he A rnenca,n fi no' and P or tuguese sbips as there are tihere are .really in 
the rosi ti~e orders t hat O U~· cruisers. should not ea.rnest in stoppin~ t he slc'we export w h e.r e they 
intel'feTe with any vessel WIth A merican paper-s. a.re stationed ?-\\ hen I was on the station no 
lYe could Dot interfere even with a vessel f ull of Spanish shi.p was t here at all. 
Sh LVCS, anu. in one instance a vessel actuan y passed 3518. T hey have re-estahlished their settle . 
one of OUl' crulserd, a.n d although our officers had ment art Fernando Po, ha've they 11ot?-Y es. T he 
Btl'Ong rcason to suspect that there- were slaves Portuguese ships, l-h·ave no doubt, did theIT best; 
on boarel, they could not, meddle wi th them. t hey had one cor~·ette, and some small vessels; 
That led to a very great increase of the s]aye they werc r :'ery little SUPl~ol'ted by the local go­
trade in 18J 7 rLncl 18B8, and the consequence was vernors. I be Oo"e1"nol' G eneral was in earnest, 
that the cruisers were consta.ntly employed on but he was ill-su}l})or tecl. T here was not one 
the coast wit h vc;')' li ttle re laxatioll. man in 50 along the coast who migh t. not be 

3;305. ,¥'hat is the strcDO"th of the French brIbed to l)p.rmit t h e emiglation of sJa ves. 
~(:wHll"On on the west coast of Africa? -It-is.diffi- 3519-2 1. , i\Thich, in your opinion, is the most 
CHIt to sny. T here was dnly one vesseFtha;(you - eff'ccrual ulode of stopping t he 'slave trade j t his 
mig-ht look on llS a cruising vessel , the commodore coast blockade .. or some ,Pressure ou the Spanish 
ship j the others were all small vessels employed Government, in whose dominions t he only remain­
in the ('olonial service in Senegal.nbia and the ing demand exists?- I think there can be 00 
Gaboon . doubt that if the Spanish GOY~l"lllUent are in 

3;506. On the cessation of the French treaty earnest to preve.nt the importation of slaves inw 
did ther withdraw their squadron ?-No. Guba, the wbole question is settled. I bave rea-

:l.;07. Under. the treaty were they not bound son to believe that the s[};tisiactory information has 
to ke!"}) \1)1 26 sh irs?- That was put an end to at lately been recejYlicl that fhe slaying expeditiona 
the ('ommellcement of the Russi~lO , Yar, and it have been lately captured by tbe Gov'ernor (h~­
WH::! not renewed afterwards. neral gf Cuba, n,nd t hart he had called attention 

3jOR Hr. Mills.] ~Vas that by a treaty?- to t hc number of negroes who are ready fOr cllli­
No. "c were bound to keep up a force of 24 gration on t.be coast. 
ships; at the time of the RLls~iall W1U it was -3522. ,'Vhat part of t he W est Coast of Afl·ica 
r('111I(·C'd to 10, and the number has never been was referred to as the spot where t hose collections 
bronght np to 24 since; and, as we do not keep of s]a.ves were made ?·:-I have no dO'ubt it would 
up :l fol'(·~ of 24 ships, I presllme that ,YC he in t he Biahts, and on the Congo, becillUse I find 
('n~ld not ('all on France to keep up a force of 26 that a yery large number of slaves in both those 
s lnp.:;. places have been kept in readiness for sbipment. 

:l.509. Chairman.] But we ha'-e renewed our The attempts have been defcated by the efforts 
IInmlJC I" and they have not; is not that so ?-Not of our cl"ui?lcl"s, and there has b een a very areat 
10 til(' full extent. • mortality am0l1g tltcm in cOllsequeLce. <=I 

~.5lO. ~l r . Nills.] Is it the case that at 3523. The mouth of the Congo wou ld be 
)ll"I''':Cllt FJ'ance is not bound to keep aoy ships within the operation of our squadron, would it 
IlJl the coast ?~I thick not. The conyention not ?-Yes. 
hln ing ('c.lsed, I thi nk tha.t. all engagements 3624. The mout h of the Congo is, at this mo­
hct'wc\'u France and this country have come to ment, disputed territc::."y, I bel ieve?- The POl·tu­
Rll ent!. auese Government claim the rirrht to the territory 

3511. Chairman.] Did the Americans keep a ~p to the entrance of the Cong~. 
8qnadron .on the west const of Africa?-Ulltil 3525. Win YOLI state wbat is yom· opinion with 
the J,r.'nkmg ?ut of the oivil war they did. respect to the use of the British forts and settle-

. ~.512. D Ul"mg the "~M· bas it been wbc.Uy ments on shore to the operations of the squadron : 
Wltllll1">l1rtl 1-1 think I may say w4.olly. I am do they afford any assistanoe to the squadron?­
WIt I'llire that one vessel h as not visited t he coast, I t hink certainly not. 
hilt not. more tl)an one j so, practically, t.hey have 3526. To what pa.rt of t he coast does your last 
Jlt:!t'~ wlthdruwn . answer refer ?-I should say they nre of little 
. 3·11:3. The French ships which you have men- use general1y, both with rcaard to the rivers in 

tlOllc(l were stationed near the River A ssinee, the north, between t.he Ga.mbia and Sierra Leone 
~\'c:e lhey not ?-P rincipally in Senegambia, tbat (which is the only part in the north dh'ision from 
]~J In Hcncg:ll amI Goree, and in the Uaboon. 1 n which slaves have lately bee:u shipped), and also 
t!te years 1 ~5 7 , 18{)S, wheo the system of emigra- with r egard to the part from the Volta. to Cape 
tlOn wa ... gomg ou their vessels "jsited the Congo) Lopez. I am not a,vare thUit there had been any 
whf::'c they bnd'an c~ta.blishmellt also. shipment from the Gold Coast for many years 

3.) Ik T he Dutch had no ship of war on t he before our settlemel)ts were put upon the footing 
wc~t ('oast of Africa, had ther ?-1 cannot say. they now are on . 
I (!o_ n~t ~~member . 3527. Then, in fact., you are of opinion with 
,3.)L~ . lhe S,?anish and Portugnese keep a regard to the uselessness of the British settle­!t w ships off theI r OWll stu-tions, do they not?- / ments to the operations. of the squadron, that that 
~he Portuguese have a few ships, which go so ~\.pplies to nhe whole of the west const?-Cer­

~;.tr nor.th :1$ the Island of St. Thomas occasionally, tainly. The places from which the slaves are cit pnnclpa lly lhey were employed bet.ween the principally shipped are from Cape Yoltn to the 
l~n~n anll. n011gu~la, and they ·captured several sou,th ward, and we l1<l"e no settlement there j 

t;, <l~;r .. dunng-. my tUlle. Qmttah is of no use. . 
.. J16. ~\s far as any na'Vnl means tak('u to 3528. Take the Gold Coast: what 15 the use 

.";IPP~{'''S tll(, sia\'e tr:lde, you mav e-ay that fl"Om of the four or £ve forts tbat we ' maintain there? 
~ iC' bnm.hia to the Bight$~ the Brltisll Xayy alone -I $hould be at a. loss to answer that question. 
1s cn.~·.lgcd u.t present .... ?-Alone. I believe there .As f:w as reO":lrJs the slave tratle, I think none. 

0.3U. '£ ,. " 3529. You 
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3529. Y Oll think that, as f",r as reg""ds the 
slave t.l'flde, if the forts were withdrawll no slave 
export could take place theue ?-I should not 
apprehend that tiher" is any danger of it.. There 

. arc differcnt opillions upon that subject, but that 
8 May 1865, is my opinion. 

3530. But in saying that, do you think that 
the squadron could undertake the blockade of 
<the coast, or . hrut ~h ere would be no s(aye export 
to necessitate a blockade ?-If nhe slave trade 
was revi ved it would be 'llccessa.ry for the squa~­
ron no opemte, but I should not apprehend any 
danger of its revival. 

35Zl. If the forts were "bandoned, .houlJ you 
J)l'opose st<atloning some ships off t.hat coa8t at 
Ol1ce ?-There is no ship permanently stationed 
on the Gold Coast; it is only occasionally, when 
required hy the governor (which has been pretty 
often of lrute) that ships arc strutio'ned there. 

3532. Iof the !lorts were abandoned would ships 
be necessary, either :stationecl there 01' ei!uising 
off the coast ?-[ should be SOHY rto o'ive a de­
cided opinion on that point; hut I should not 
apprellend tihe necessHy of emplo'j'ing a la~ge 
force; it might be necessary to increase the 
sq ua(hon to a certain extent. 

3533. O",n Y0U give ~he Committee any opinion 
with regard to t.he necessity of tJ,e forts lor t.he 
pm:pose of the: protec~iou of cornmerce ?-I h(we 
formod n,n ol,)inion on that point, and certainly 
that opinion is 110t favourable to th e effect of those 
settlements in increasing Our trade; I £nd t]uvt 
there has been a vcr)' great falling off indeed jn 
the exports li'om that coast., and therefol'e I do 
not conoeive that tlhe settlements are prodllctive 
of any advantage to our commerce. 

3534. The Committee have had eviclence before 
t,hem which leaclsthem to suppose that if we were 
to abandon those forts it is very probable that. 
the Ashantees would ovc.l'l'un at all events the 
Fantees, and those tribes on the west side of the 
Gold Coast lying between them and the sea; now 
supposing tlu1!t was to be the consequence, do you 
think that a power like th e A shantees, holding 
the whole of tihe cOUlnnr)" more st,rongly than a 
smaller vower, would be as fayourable to the con­
tiuun.nce of commerce as t,he sHH\.ller h'ibes holdino­
th",t country under the prot'e0tion of t.he British 
GO'vel'11luent ?-As t.he interests of the nat.ivcs 
nre to cnrry on tracIe, I should not irnngine tJHl,t 
it w?u~d have a,uy prejuc.lic.ial effect ou commerce; 
but I t 18 a quest jon tha.t I am non able to au·swer. 

3535. Sir John Flay.] You o.re probably aware 
t,hat previously to your comma.nd on the coast a. 
very Jarge export of slaves taolt place from Bonny 
and other Tivers .in tlhe Bight of Biafl'a ?-Yes, 

3536. The slave t.rade has eut.irely ceased from 
those ri vel'S ?- Yes. 

3537. There are 110 forts or military settlements 
on those rivers ?-None. 

3538. The slaye trade has been extirpated there 
by cO~l1ln.erce (wjtbout any milifary fort to sup­
l,ort It) 111 consequence of the bloclmde of tJ,e 
squadron ?-It has been entirely destroycd by the 
operation of legal commerce, supported by our 
ol'uise)'s occl\sionally viai~illg those rivers. 

3539. ,Vi thout any military force?-Without 
any military force; {they Jl:lVC Hot eYen a consu~al' 
agent permanently stn.tioned in t,he 1'jver. 

3540. Do you not think similar reasoning wou ld 
sbow that on of-l,er portions of the coast a similar 
policy might be equally successful 1-1 would go 
further, <'Iud sny that: llhe same resulb was pro .. 
dllCed rut Lngos; before it became a British colony 

the slave trade had been entirely put an end to by 
legal. trade, and that legal trade in the year 1857 
was very extensive indeed" and was increasing 
every day undell the direction of that very able 
ma.o, Mr. Campbell} who was consul thexe, and 
who died aft.erwards; we had no forts or esta­
bli, l,ment at that time, it was supported by a 
gun-boM;. 

3541. Chai,.man.] Theil, in fact, the first· 
requisition for commerce being peace, you think 
there \Va" bet,ter peace kept when the native 
eoast remained under tJle government of the 
ceun!fJ.ry, t'hall since the British have assumed the 
Government? - I should be sorry to give an 
opinion with ll'ega.rd to the causes of' the wars 
that h.". taken place lately, but it is certainly 
the fact that dming the last two or three years,. 
~he WMIS in ~he interior haye almost destroyed 
our trade at Lagos, and that it is very little .. 
compared to whrut it was fOllDleriy. 

35412. Mr. ChichcstBlr Fortescue.] Are you 
aware that this war began before we assumed pos- , 
session of Lagos, and quite independentg. of it. 
:Ii mean tlus war which has been going on since?' 
-I do not wish to venture upon an opinion with 

' 11egard to wha.t the cause of t.he wail.' was. I am 
not competent to give an opinion. 

3543. Chairman.] ]s it your general opinion 
that the nssumption of the Goyernment by the· 
British, rather leads to disturbances than other­
wise ?-That is my impression. 

3544. Mr. Chicheste,. Fo,.tescuc.l Do you mean 
that the fact of our oecupyiuo- Lagos, in your 
op.inion, has had a,n~thillg to ~o mth the origin 
01' continuance of those neighbouring wnrs?-
1\1y impression is, that our interfering with the 
nat.i '(re tribes, ~nstead of allowing them to fight 
tneil' own battles, has had a very injurious effect. 
The cst.ablishment of the b10ckade of Abbeokuta 
two years ago, I belie\'e to have been nn inju­
dicious measure. 

3545. Do you ~hink that it tended to prolong 
the ,mr bet\veen the Egbas and the Ibadan.?­
I Sholildnot like to ~i'Ve n direct answell, but my 
impression is, <tba.t 1 t produced mischief rather 
than good. 

8546. Mr. lI'Iills.] I he1ieve th",t the actual 
result for a time, was almost to extinguish the 
t.racle of Lagos ?-On looking at.. the returns of 
the exports of palm 0il £l"Om La~os, I find in a 
despatch of Mr. Campbell (dated in 1859) that in 
1857 the total number of t.ons of palin oil ex­
ported from Pa1mas ,vas 3,250, and Lagos 3,714; 
the value of which was 313,000 l. ; from Dadngry, 
Poreo No'Vo, Appe'v ista, Godomc, it was 5,;50 
tOllS, a.Dd of the ,-alue of 241,000 I., making a 
total of 550,000 I. in that year. The last report 
is, t,jU1t the pnlm oil exporte<l from Lagos in 1862 
was valued at 60,000 i., in 1863 it was 138,000 i., 
and in 1864 it was 123,000 I.; that 1864 report, 
I prestune, includes Badagry and Pahna; lihere­
fore, the faning off is cert,ainly very remarkable, 
but to wlmt calIse that is t.o be a,ttributed, I do 
not say. 

3547. ])1r. Chicheste,. Fortescue.] Do you not 
think t.hat the lOl~-colltinued war is enough to 
account for it ?-l'"'l'obably. 

3548. You would not say that the bl00kade of 
the River Ogun for n few weeks wns the cause 
of it ?-To answer you I 'should requhe t.o go 
mnch dceper jnto tJ1C question with l'egard to the 
origin of thc war, and how far ollr interference 
h.as nggrnva,ted difficulties; and I would rather 
not give an opinion. 

3549. You 
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3549. You have no personnl knowledge of 
those affairs since 1857, I suppose ?-Not further 
than reading reports which have constant ly come 
before me from the officers on the coast; they 
come from the coast almost direct to the .J~dmi­
ralty. The impression on my miud is t hat the 
wars have been vcry much aggravated by the 
occupation of' Lagos, a.nd the extension of our 
tenitol'Y· 

3550. Do you mean by the fact ~f the occu­
pation of Lagos, or by the pohey wl11ch h .. been 
pursued there ?-It ~s difficult to separrate one 
from the other; it is the nartural consequence, 
perhaps, of its becoming a Governmc.nt establish­
ment, aud the exercise of our authol'lty there. 

3551. Thc natural object of the Colonial Go­
vernment has been to put a stop to those ,yars 
that have been so very illjurious to tlre..et,rad a:ud­
revenue, has it not ?- No doubt. 

3552. Chairman.] But they have not been 
very successful ?-They have Dot been very suc­
cessful. 

3553. Sir John Hay.] You think the Ilative 
wars would haye burnt themselvca out if it had 
not beoo for the supposition that one side or the 
other min-ht fancy tha.t they would obf,ain snp­
port fl'oll~ the British Goyel'nn~ent?- Yes. 

3J54. Chmnnan. ] OtherWIse the greatest 
power would, you think, predominate over the 
weaker, and esta1>lish something like a strong 
native ()'overnment ?-There were several dis­
putes h~twccn t he missionaries and the consuls 
at Lagos some y~ars back. Those disput,es were 
alwflys settled WIthout any resort to force, and 
they had uo prejudicial eft'ect 011 our trade. 

35.55. nil', Chichester Fortescue,] Do you mean, 
as n matter of' fact, that our Government has 
given any Hlpport to either of the contending 
pm'ties, ISnch as could possibly tend to prolong 
the wnr, nnd jf so in what way ?-TheI'e may be 
a f('cling Oll the natiye mind that it would have 
that tendency, and, I think, it is l~robable there 
id; but I have Dot had time to look muoh at the 
papers. I only spcaJe from mere ampl'ession, a:nd 
I should be very sorry to be qu oted as giving a 
decided opinion one way Or the other au a point 
of such im portance. 

35JG, The oDly active interference was t hat 
tcmporary blockade of the Ri,'er Ogllll for the 
purpose of compelling the Abbeokutans to pro­
tect British trade on t1~e river ?-That is t he 
hlockade to which I " Uuded, and I do not think 
it met with t he approval of t,he naval officers 
ijtationeu there, 

3557, Chainnall.] But your general impres­
sion is that the assumption of the Government on 
the coast by the British, forced us into collision 
with the native tribes, their customs, and their 
Governmcut ?- That is my general impression, 

3558; Sir Jolt" Hay.] l.\nd raised hopes which 
otherWIse would not find place in tl1e native 
bo~om I-Yes ; leading them to l ook to the 
Br-lhsh authority, rat.her than settle theu: ' qual'rels 
aJ,llong themselves. 

3559. Chairman,l Your late answers with re­
gard to the effect of our occupation on the trade 
seem to q:i"e some weight to the memorials from 
Lagos, ot both the British merchant::; and the na­
tiyc ~'esidcnts there, which are given in the Ap­
pcuchx to Colonel O,·d's Report; have you scen 
that report?_ Y cs. 

3560. Do you attach. much weiaht to those 
memorials; oue of t hem is from the §ierra. Leone 
traders, which complains of the state of affairs at 

0.39. 

L agos, and deolares it to be muoh worse than 
when it was under native ru le; tha.t t he nartive 
rule is much better than British rule for Lagos. 
There is another memorial from tb.e British mer­
chants, 1\"hiob sa.ys t hat the depressed conaition 
of trade exceeds anything ever kllOWiD even ill 
the most barbarous state of the settlement, and 
there is a third from certain native residents of 
Lagos, which complains of the state of thinas 
since the British...have assumed the governmeuOt, 
saying tllat the state of things) under IGnO' 
D ocemo, when there was a British Consul thel'(~: 
was preferable; are the Committee to under­
stand, from your recent answel'S, that you n,ttach 
weight to t bese memorials as l'epl'esentiuO' a real 
grievance?- There is a passa£;e in the one

o 
signed 

by Mr. J\1'Coskry, which 1 t,wnk very much 
supports the view which I take: it says, "Your 
memorialists have reason to know 01' fear that 
some, at least, of the E"b", chiefs, w b,o ","e the 
principal su,pporters of the wal', are encouraO'ed 
in their persiste)1ce in it by false notions> instilled 
into their minds by injudicious advisers here, of 
the advantages which they will ul,timately attain 
by their present course of action." I think that 
is very mueh the view that I should be inclineel 
to concur in; I ohsel·ve tbat Colonel Ord does 
not a.ttach any importance to 1Ihose memorials,., 
and as he has been inquiring on the spot I 
shoulel he sorry to put my opinion in opposition. 
to his. 

356,1. But YOll arc inclined to attach more 
weigoht to those memorials YO\lrself?-Yes. 

3562. Supposing the Brit,ish Government were 
to tl)iuk it was necessary, ~t all events, to main­
tain thiuO's very Dlllch as they a,re, so long a.g the 
slave t,rade cont.inues, would you think it a wise 
plan that ~he Goyernmenta along the West Coast 
of Africa so to be maintainecl shonld at alL eyent;; 
be concentrated more than they are now?-It 
would be a decided advantage if they were placed 
under ODe central a,\lthorifty, 

3563. The Commit.tee have had two opinions 
with reaa,rd to where t.hat should be; one pre­
ferring §.ien'a Leone, as a,n old settlement, and as 
having 11he establishments all ready, and ~moth.er 
recolUmending a point on the Gold Coast, near 
the VOItH, as more central; that pIau, of course, 
incurring the expense of new establishments, 
vVhich of those two would yon recommend?­
I do not t,hink that there would be any advantage 
in moving the seat of the Government from Sierra· 
Leone to the Volta. You would move it to the 
leewa.rd of your dependencies, and all commu­
nications would be by steam as fm' as the Gambia ;. 
Sierra L eone is lUore central, and you can run 
dowD without any difficult.y, even in sailing ships; 
and considering the establishments that you have 
t.here, and the ndvantaaes which it possesses, it 
would be better suited fa. It place of Government 
than any place on the G01d Coast. 

3564. Sierra L eone was t he Central Govern­
ment before the Report of the Committee of 
1842, which induced the British Government to 
make seyeral other Governments, chiefly owing 
to the inconyemence found ill judicial proceedings 
and military ope:tations, from th.e distance of 
Sierra Leone from the other statIOns; do you 
conceive that the greater use of steam, at the 
present time, w·ould !'eroovc t:he objection which 
Wf\-S then found to the distauce~ Sierra L eone? 
-Certainly; but I should consider that if that 
plan were adopted, it would be advisable to reduce 
our establishmcuts at other points a~ much as 

U possible, 
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possible, and I think that it would be better might be very largely reduced indeed. That does 
to ha,-e no military force on the Gold Coast not represent the whole cost, because there are 
whatever; if any force be requu-ed, it should be police and gaols, and in the miscellaneous expense., 
rather in the shape of a native police, and the stated at 7,000 I., I find in a note that part of the 
difficulty about the transit wonld, then, to a great eXpense of police and gaols is included. 
extent, cease. 3572. Suppose the Governor General were 

3565. Supposing that course was pursued, placed at S,orra Leone, and that all the troops 
should YOll recommend that more th"'n one fort were placed there teo, what would be the civil 
should be maintained on the Gold Coast ?-One establishment which you woul'L think necessary 
would be sufficient, I think. rut the I sland of L.o-os 1-Thatis a difficult ques-

3566. "\l\Thieh would .you I'ropose to r etain?- tion to answer. Formerly we had one consul 
Cape Coast would appear natura.I1y to be the last and some assistants, I believe. 
place, but I obser,e that Accra i. considered 3573. I understood yom' proposition to be that 
more healthy, but the fort having been destroyed we should still retain the government ?-I said 
by an earihcruake, it would be a considera-tion that if you di,] retain the government it 
whether it would be worth wbi le to go to the ex- would be advisable to reduce that establishment. 
pense of a new establishment ; all that is a ques- Whether it is advisable to retain the government 
tien to be decided on the spot. at all is ",nother question, which must be for 

3567. But supposing that to be done, should other people to decide, because there are diffi­
not we lose the means of raising a revenue upon culties, of' course, in abandoning a, government 
the coast by which the greater part of the ex- once established. 
,pense of the settlement is coveted ,(-You cel'- 3674. My last few questions were intended to 
tainly would lose the revenue which is now suppose that we retained tne government, but 
necessary to maintain the establishment that you that having placed the cent,ral Government: at 
have at present; but if you reduced those settle- Sierra Leoue, we should reduce the lien tenant 
ments tl1e same amount of revenue would not be governorships to a small amount. I understood 
:p.ecessa,ry, and I believe that you might remove you to propose that we 6houl(1 abandon Bacl.agry, 
some of those duties and other impecliments to Palma, and L eckie, and retain the Island of 
the increase of commerce, and thaot it would be La~os, under the Su})posit.i.on that we retain it 
fuNy compensated by the returns. I £l1d that under a lieutenant governor of some scrt ?-I 
the revenue is barely equal to the maintenance have spoken generally. I do not think t,hez:e is 
of the present establishment. _ an a-dvanta~e in havin g a.n extended territory 

3568. VVould you simply propose a diminution there; but 1 have not gone into details of what 
of the number of t,he sett.lcments a,t Lao-os from would be necessary, nor am I prepared to give an 
the four whi ch we now have, nau1ely, Badagry, opinion on that point. If, however, you ask my 
Palma, Leckie, anu Lagos?-It may be inte- opinion, I should say deoidedly if that country 
resting to the Committee for me to say th.t I could be put into the hand. of any of the natives 
lHott' to Commodore vVilmot, about that, and it would be infinitely better to have no tCl'l'itory 
asked his opinion with regard to t.he advantage there, but tlo have a consular H,O'ent; but I am 
of having an extensive territor), connect.ed with not pl'epa.red to propose aoll establishment for the 
Lagos, Rind in his answer he says he thinks it Government if it. is retained. 
would be infinitely better to con£ne ourselyes to 3575. Yom opinion is that if it were possible 
the Island of Lagos and the shores immediately t.o restore the native king, it would be better?­
adjoining which are necessary for tIDe pl!otection Quite; but I do not know whether the present 
of the island; a.nd when I observe the decrease king is a. man to whom it could be returned. 
of the trade I do not see any sufficient reason for There are difficultiies, of course; burt, in the first 
keeping up the extensive territory which we have place, I am very much influenced by knowing 
now. the extreme unhealt.hiness of t.he pI nee. 

3569. If tha'! step were taken, of course imports 3576. On the point of nnhealtbine,s, that 
would take place at .Badagry, P alm"" and Leckie actual mortalit.y among our officels does by no 
without paying customs to us, and we should meaillS replesent the whole of the injury done to 
therefore lose our l'evenue at Lagos?-Yes. the service. Do not Illany come home 60 iin'a-

3570. But do you suppose that the loss of lided both iu mind and bocly M to be very little 
reY~n1le would be compensated by the reduction I capable of doing public service afterwards?- Yes, 
of ~he expenditure ?-It would depend enti:rely on the number invalided i. very large. I have got 
what establishment yon kept up. I should wish a return for three years, 1858, 1860, and 186l. 
to see t!>e est,ablishment at Lagos reduced to the I find ilia-t the deaths from diseMe on I he eonst in 
lowest possible point. 1860 were 17 '6 per 1,000; on the south-east 
.' 3571. At this moment the expenditure at Lao'os coast of America, which is the D~nl'est stntion to 
IS nearly 23,000 I. for tI., last year, and tbat is ~e- it, it was only S'8, nnu on the home station it was 
frayed by the revenue arising fi'omthe customs' 8'2; the ntlmbel' IDvn.lided on the coast -was 
duties with the exception of 4,455 I. paid from the 35'2 per 1,000; on the south-east coast of 
British Exchequer; do YOllthinkthat if we sacri- America it was 21 '0 per 1,000; on the home 
ficed OUT customs In order to compensatp. the Go- station it was 24'8. In the foll0wing yenr, 1861, 
vemment of Lagos that 4,455 I. paid by the the deaths from disease on the coast were 21'0 
British Excberjuer would, in fact, covel' the lleces - pel' 1,000; on the south-east coast of America 
8ary expeDditlll'e ?-l think the expenditure of 12'0 per 1,000, and on the home shtlion 6'8 per 
the establishment at La~os is greater than whrut 1)000. The number inva,lidcd was, on the const, 
you say. I nnd the civil fixed establishment in 32'0 per 1,000; south-east coast of America 
1862 was 1,700/.; in 1863 it was 6,9001.; and in 22'0 per 1,000, anu on the home slation 20'0 pcr 
1864 it was 9,8361.; while the pensions have ill- 1,000. That does not represent thc whole of 
creased from 4801. to 1,654/., making a total of the injury done, because I hn.ve constantly to see 
above 11,000 I. out 0f the 22,0001. of' which the officers returning from the station, and I am 
expenditure consists. I should .hink that th"t always very much struck with tlle very marked 

. ~~~ 
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appearance of ill health which they generally 
present. 

3577. lIfr. Mills.] Can you give t.he Committee 
any comparison with the China Station ?-No, 
I have not got the returD with me. 

3578. Do you know what comparison it would 
show?--The China Station is the only one which 
is higher, C hina and ",'Vest I ndies; they vary 
extremely, but of course that depends mue.h on 
the sel'yice; our ships in China have been ex­
posed to a yery unhealthy service and an arduous 
service, and have suffered a great deal more. 

357!) . .i\L:. Cave.l Your a,nswers are confined 
to the squadron, f presume? - Those figux;es 
which I have given are f rom the startistical re­
port. of the Navy. 

3580. Lord Alfred Chm·chill.] Those propor· 
tiOllS wOll ld exist, although we gave up-: the settle;;._ 
ment, I suppose ?-A great part of t ile sickness 
on the coast of Africa arises from the employ­
ment of the boats and vessels up the rivers; so 
long as the vessels are employed upon the coast, 
they are a great many of them V""y healthy, hut 
if they arc employed up tbe ri,'ers, that employ­
ment is invariably followed by fever, and tbe 
vessels are yery often forced to go off the con-st 
to recruit. . 

3581. Chairman.] Snpposing the slu"ve t rade 
to cea~e. do you cOllcei\'e that, for the protection 
of commerce, a squadron of some SOTt must still 
be ma.intained around the ,Vest Coast ?-Th1ost 
decidedly. 

:3582. 'J &uppose that a mucb smaller squadron 
would ~uffice ?-Yes ... it might be reduced one­
half. 

3.58:1. Considerinli the sen~ce w.)uld be totally 
different from the tn-shore service, would you 
propol'€' a different class of ships for t he purpose 
of protecting commerce ?-N 0, I think not; there 
need bo no great change. I am afraid tha.t they 
would always be very unhealthy, because they 
\\'onld necessarily be employed a good deal jn the 
rivers; for instance, in the Delta of the N iger, 
tbr necessity of sending ships up there is con­
Ftantly recurring and is always injurious. 

:1.58+. What would be the principa,l employ­
ment ()f the squadron so maintained on the ,Vest 
Cnust, the s.\a,'e trade having entirely ceased?­
The protection of British interests is generally 
the &'\lue as in any other part of the world, only 
there it would be more difficult in many cases 
than it is in general. 

35,85. I,n f~\ct, supporting the consuls, and 
rilettlUlg disputes between the traders and the 
natt"es ?-1 ma.v answer you by referring to my 
Ilwn ('xperience; for instance, a r equisition is 
sen~ from the governor of one of our Colonies, 
sayl,ng a tribe has been making inroads into our 
tcrnton', and askinO' for assistance in preventinG' 
01' puwshing il1yasi~n; and then again, where w~ 
h~\"c no settlements, in the Delta of the Niger, 
disl'ute~ arise bctw-een the traders and the nati ves, 
arising out of what I fear is often not very scru­
pul?us conduct on the part of the traelcrs, and the 
natIves commit some outrage; the commodore is 
theu called upon to send a vessel into the river to 
p~ni$h the. offenders; we have now a quarrel 
gOing on With King Pepel, in the Donny River, 
a~u we b~d one not long ago in Benin, and that 
kind of thmg will, I am afraid, continue. 

3586. Does that kind of service at present di­
"',ert the squadron from the service of the suppres-
8\OU of' the slave trade, very much?-Very much. 
lhosc services have interfered very much with 

0.39. 

their duties in the suppression of the slave trade; 
w henever boats a~'e sent up the r iver, particularly 
at cer tain seasons, it is invariably ,followed by 
sickness, which often necessitates the removal 
of the ship from the station for a. considerable 
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period. .8 May 1865-
3587. Supposing we concentratee! the Govern­

ment as you suggest, would t he Governor General 
be stationed permanently at Siel:l'a Leone, or 
would you propose that by means of a steam ship 
he should personilly communicate with his lieu­
tenant governors ?-I t would be impossible to 
carryon the government un less he had a steamer 
exclusively at his own disposal. 

3588. He would have a sort of roving com­
manel, and be very m uch afloat?-Yes. 

3589. All the regular troops commanded by 
English officers should also be concentrated at 
Sierra Leone, I suppose ?-Yes. 

3590. And sbould be sent where they were 
required by steam t ransports when wanted?­
Yes; the accommodation for the troops at present 
on the coast is very insuffioient; a very large 
expenditure would be required to make it 
healthy. 

3591. There is a spot at Sierra Leone where 
such a concentmtion of troops mi~ht be effected, 
is there not ?-I t hink so, up the hills. 

3592. How many barbours of refuge would be 
necessary for the squadl'on, supposing it were 
maintained for the purposes of commerce after 
the slaye trade had ceased 1-1 think none but 
Sierra Leone; that must be maintained for the 
the commissariat. 

3593. How many coaling stations would oe 
neeessary 1-1 should think it wallid he almost 
necessary to have a coaling station at Fernando 
Po; I do not think anywhere else would be 
necessary; I do not know whether an arrange­
ment might not be made wit.h the Mail Company 
to supply coal f9r the steamers; probably it 
might. 

3594. L ord Alf,.ed Clmrcltill.] Are you ac­
quainted with Amboise Bay 1-Wl,ile I was in 
command of the station a proposal was made to 
transfer the estahlishment fi'om Fernando Po to 
Amboise Bay, in cOllsequeuce of the Spania.rds 
having taken possession of the colony again; 
that was very careful!.y examined hy Commander 
Wise and other officers, and their l'epol't was so 
unfa vourable that I r ecommended the expel-i­
ment should not be made. 

3595. I thought it was consirlereel more healthy? 
-Yes, i t might be considered more healthy, but 
the anchorage was not sufficiently secure to enable 
the vessels to coal witb safety. 

3696. Chairman.] Have you any acquaintance 
with Liberia 1-1 went to lVlonrovia in 1858, and 
I was very much pleased with what I saw there. 
Both the President and the Vice President were 
absent; the only person there was the Secretary 
of State, Mr. Vi' arner. I visited all the schools 
and l was greatly gratified with them; but I was 
very much st.ruck with the extreme nnhealthiness 
of the situation that had been selected for them. 
I belieye that no white man ever slept on shore 
without oetting n fever. . 

3597, Is it your general impression that. that 
settlement will extend ?-From wba,t I have 
heard lately, I should imagine not; but I have 
no authentic information upon that point. 

3598. Have you any informatiou to giye the 
COlllmittee with regard to the French station at 
Senegal ?-There are reports from Commodore 

u 2 Wilmot 
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3599. MT. eMelLesteT Fortescue.] Are the Oil 
Rivers well ad .. ptecl for comnlerce wLlh the na­
tives ?-Except from being unhealthy, they are 
very well adapted. There are certa,in difficUlties 
also in the approach to those "ivers, hut the ves-
sels once in the rivers 9.rre perfectl;y seOUre. 

3600. E",cep~ with respect to tiheir mihealthi­
ness, they are favourably situated for the purpose 
ot' carrying on commer<;~e with the iuteriol'?­
Cerminly. 

3601. Would you sa); that the same remark 
applies to the Gold Coast ?-On the Gold Coast 
the vessels can anchor at any point; tlley can ship 
cargoes by canoes; but they have 110 rivers lead­
ing into the in,teriol', by which produce can be 
bronght down. 

3602. The Gold Coast is very ill adapted, 
natuFally, for the purpose of commerce with the 
interi0r ?-I1 has no water communica:tiou with 
the interior, which is a great d'isad vantage. 

3603. ' Do the men-of.war go any dist",nce up 
the Oil Rivers ?-W e have had several vessels 
witllin the last rew years w'hicb have been up the 
Oll R.ivers. I can h"l'dly say what distance ~hey 
go up, but tne H Investigator" has gone as far as 
Leukoya. 

360!!. How far up is thwt?-Ten d",ys' steam­
ing. 

3605. Are there means of communication in 
the Oil Rivers with the intel"ior, by means of 
ships, which are not possessed on the Gold Coast? 
-Certainly. The oil is brought down in la.rge 
canoes, and shipped on board the ships; for in­
stance, they have a depot for the collection of the 
oils, and then they ship them off. 

3606. The fleet is in that way enabled to give 
pl'otection to any trader that may require it upon 
the river?-To a celi.a,lu extent, but there nre 
,many creeks in the rivers, and it is 'Very difficult 

"lndeed to catch fl.nd punish the offenders; we 
have had SOIqe rather disastrous losses in attempt­
ing to do it. 

3607. Is it possible to argue from the ca~e of 
the Oil Rivers, to the case of the Gold Coast, 
with rega:rd to the mode in which commerce 
should be supported and protected ?- There is 
certainly very li ttle resemblance between them, 
1101' hav~ I a.ny information with regarrd to what 
the produce of the interior lllay ·he. I only go 
by the very large exports whiCh there used to be 
Borne years ago, compared to the very sroa.n pro­
duce now. Colonel Ord's report states, that 
from 1854 to 1858 the exports from t,he Gold 
Coast amounted to 74;0,000 I., and from 1859 to 
1863 it was 530,000 I.; the returns for the last 
year are the least favourable of aU. 

3608. Wou1d you say thfit the trade for which 
ill its natural smte, the Gold Coast would 
b-e best adapted.~ as it ol'iginaUy was, is the slave 
trade and not legitima.te commerce?-I a,m not 
aware of tha,t; the return which I read wa.s not 
at a time when there was any slave trade. 

3609 . .All the European forts on the Gold 
Coast were originally esmblished for the purpose 
of tbe sla.ve trade, were they not?- Y es; but 
you a.re going baclt to a very distant time. 

3610. The Gold Coast possesses none of ~hose 
advantages for 1cgitimate commerce which the Oil 
Rivers possess, and whioh commerce in the Oil 
Rivershas taken the place of.,he slave trade?-It 
does not. Eossess wn.tel· communication, certa.inly. 

3611. ]i)o you tbink then, such heing the casc, 

that if we were to withdraw entirely from the 
Gold Ooast, legitimate commerce, under these 
disadvantages, would of itself take the place of 
the slave trade as it has done in the Oil Rivers? 
- That is to s"'y, ass'uming that the slave trade 
DO\\' exists. 

3612. Assuming tha,t theue was no British force 
for the ptlrpose of preventing it ?-I am not 
awal~e how many years it is since any shipment of 
slaves was made from the Gold Coast; but I fancy 
it is a gl'eart many years, and therefore I do not 
see how legal commerce could t3lI{e the place of 
~he . IM'e ;made, whioh does not exist . 

• 36'13. I am supposing that the slaNe trade would 
be revived 1-1 am noti aware on what ground 
that supposition aQ'ises; I am not competent io 
give an answer on a question of that kind; I am 
not suffieiently acquamted with tlie interior to 
enable me to judge what probability there is of 
t,he revival of the slave trade. I should not ap­
prehend tl\at there is much danger of that, 'but I 
do not like to commit myself to a deoided answer 
upon that point. 

8614. Do you think that the presence of a great 
slave-trading power, hke Ashantee, at Cape Coast, 
without any British authority there, would not 
infallibly tend to revive the slave trade ?- I must 
first ask what you mean by a grea.t slave power; 
because domestic slavery exists along the whQle 
of the coast, and A shan1iee is no nlore a slave 
power than any other tl,ibe. 

3615. I mean a powedill native king such as the 
King of Ashantee or Ilahomey, who is in the habit 
of making wa·rs rund getbing a grerut number of 
slaves, a.nd who will be anxious to turn them into 
we",ItT, for hiinself?-I really have not the neces­
sary iuformati0n on that point; my evidence re­
lates chiefly to .he employment of the squadron. 

3616. At all events, if such results were to 
follow our withdr"wal from the Golcl Coast, there 
wonld not be iihose facilities for legitimate com­
merce which exist in the Oil Ri\'ers, and which 
have beeu a po,verful me"n~ of putting an end ~o 
the slave trade ill t he Bight of BiaJra ?-Cer­
tainly not; I do not suppose that you would ever 
O'et the same amount of expor!s from the Gold 
~oast; I see tha.t legitimarte · Gommerce has been 
constantly faThng off for many years; what causes 
that I am unable to say. 

3617. Sir FTancis Baring.] When Lagos was 
extended, and Badagry and Palma were taken in, 
was any application made by either the Colonial 
Office 01' the Foreign Office to the Admiralty for 
the opinion ofth.ir officers ?-I have no doubt t.he 
fact was communicated to the Admiralty. 

3618. But previously to hs being done was the 
opinion of Sir Baldwin Walker called for; I sup­
pose if it were called for it would go through the 
Admiralty ?-Ihave no recollection of any such 
reference having been made, but I cannot speak 
to that. 

3619. Did you find any inconvenience by the 
division of power oyer those settlements between 
the Foreign Office and the Colonial Office when 
you were in command ?-~ Thn.t \vas not the case 
when I was in command of the station. Lao-os 
was not in our possession as a territory at ttat 
time; it was entirely under the Foreign Office. 

3620. Sierra L eone was colonial, J suppose?­
Yes, but 1Ihey werc independent Governments 
a.ltogebher, and there was no inBonvcuience felt. 

3621. It has been said that there was an idea 
that any Siett'a. Leone conYcrt on bOfu'd a ship 
was differently dealt with from any other native 

employed; 
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'employed; have you any reason to suppose t hat 
thn,t was so ?-Do you Oleam boys w"ho were ta.ken 
on board for education? There were 12 African 
boys. An order .had b~engiven some .time ~efore 
I was on the sta,twu whICh had fallen lUto dlsuse, 
and which there was a great desire to revive. 
'Twolve boys were ta.ke~ on b03;l'(L; SL",( were 
taken on board the flag-ship, and SiX others w~re 
distributed in different ships in the &quadroll. 
Are those the persons to wh0!!l.You allude? 

3622. No, I am referring to t,he answer given 
by Captn.iu Burton to question 2575, en~li!1g witlt 
the words H it would have been very difficult to 
persuade ~ny officer of a cruiser to flog Or punish 
lrtim, beiug a. S ierra Leone man." I imagine that 
no nn val officer has po,ycr to flog a ma.n un less he 
be lon~s to the ship, therefore I do not exactly 
under~tal1d wha.t the meaning of that.;is?-'xhe 
officers in command of the ships have no authority 
to act as magistrates. 

3623. But with regard to those who are on 
board the ships, how is it?-The only people be­
longing to Rierra. Leone serving 011 board shlp 
were thof'e I mentioned, and they were not treated 
differentl.V from any other people on board, 

3624. When was this O1',ler fox those boys re­
enacted ?-The last time was at the end of 1857 
01" the beginning of 1858, and we ha.d SL.X of those 
boys on board the "Boscawen"; two of them were 
carpenters, two were blacksmiths, and two were 
sail makers; they wci'e apprenticed. 

:1625. How did they turn out ?- Some qfthelll 
turned out very well indeed; one of them is now, 
I think, employed at the Cape of Good Hope. 
The intention was, that those boys should be 
educated to those trades, and then uetUl'n to the 
Colony, eo that -i t might have the benefit of their 
servicos. In Ol1e of the other shj ps we had au 
engineer who had been brought up in a ship; he 
did not turn out so well, but I see no reason why 
they should not. There was a little diffiou lty 
llot, long ago, in consequence of Commodore 
"Vilmot proposing that some of tllose superior 
hoyo >hould be allowed to mess with the mid­
shipmen, but they all objected to it, and I must 
~ay wtth some jus.tice. 

3626. You have, I suppose, read a pamphlet 

F"hliehed anonymously, but attributed to Captain 
lope, where he recommends the employment of 

those Loys, with a 1'iew of replaGing the Kroo­
Dlen ?-I cannot think rthat tlutlt would arUswer; 
the Kroomen are the most valuable men you can 
posfiibly have, and I certainly have not so high 
.m o}!inion of the charactCl.' of liberated Ali'icaus 
at S,erra Leone as to think that t l,ey would 
evor afford the same valuable service that the 
Kroomen do, 

~6~7. That has not been tried ?-No, 
3628. But it has beel) recommended by t he 

commodore on the station, has it not ?-I was not 
a.ware that it had. 

~629 . Supposing tbat pamphlet were written 
by Commodore IIope, which there is no doubt 
about] that is so, is it not 1-1 have not seen the 
pamphlet.. Captain Hope was never commodore 
011 the station; he commanded the a Prometheus" 
~ome time back. lIe lias cel'taiul y never been 
~ conllnnud of the station, but he may have been 
LU command of one of the divisions. 

3630. There is no commodore of the station 
now? - Yes, Commodore \Vilmot. But not 
h~\ ing seen the parn phlet, and not being aware 
o~ what the exact obj ect of it is, I am unable to 
give an opinion upon it. 
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363 L M r. llIills.l Did I understand YO ll to 
say in alluding to the high per-centllge of mor­
tality in the squadron, that i t was mainJy due in 
your opinion to the employment of the Queen's 

vabips in :services which arc irrespective of'their 
special duties in the suppression of the slave 
trade ?- Yes. 

3632. It would, the1'efore, be mconeot to att"i­
bnte to what are considered f,he special duties of' 
the squadron, nam.elY.L..the checkjnO' of the slave 
trade" that high per-centaO'e of l~ol'tality ?- 1 
wou ld not say that the squa'arou, even if J'elievea 
from aU extra du(ties up the rivers, wou ld be as 
healthy as 011 other stations; butl have no doubt 
that the pCl:-centage of mortality is vory lar"'ely 
increased by thol:Se special ca.uses. <:I 

3G:J3. I£ it were not for those duties in the in­
terior aond going up the riyer, do you thinl\: that 
the West Coast St,l,tion woul,l be unhealthier, 
for instance> than the i'IT est Indiau or Ch ina 
Station? _ . No, cedain!y not; much less llU­

healthy. 
3634. I think you stated with regard to the 

probability of tl,e legitimate commerce at Lagos 
being increased (if it ceased to be a British 
Colony amI reverted to its former condition), t hat 
you thought trade would be quite ~s likely to 
increase, and more likely to increase, if it re­
verted to its origina.l position as the residence of 
a. consul ?- That is the impression which I have 
recei ,'eel from reading the papers. 

3635. 'With regard to the ex;pediency of cou­
solidati.ng the settlements on tIle VV cst Coast 
uuclor oue command, have you formed any opi­
nion with regard to the expediency or othexwise 
of that officer being a naval officer ?- T hat ques­
tion has been raised, and in some wa,ys, I think, 
it would be very advantageous ; but I sllould 
very much fear he nl,l,lst sometimes be diverted 
£1,'000 his duties as commodore of the squachon; 
a.nd inconvenience migb,t arise from bis being 
absent from his gove~'mnent at St. Helena or 
A scension . In some ways there would be great 
advantages, but it is a question of advantaO'es 
and disa.dvantages, which require to be carefully 
weighed before you come to a conclusion. 

3636. Six John H ay.] I t hink you have al­
luded to two slaving expeditions havin~, lately 
been seize,1 by the Governor of Cuba ?--fes. 

3637. Did you opeale of expeditions about to 
8a:i l from Cuba, or those on the l'etw;n voyage? 
-The expression used is "fi.ve expeditions" 
(there are fi "e), therefore, I cannot say which it 
is; but I believe th"t the SpanIsh Government 
in Cuba has been more active than it formerly 
was in the sei zure of slavers. 

3638. Do you believe that pressure or nego­
tiation with the Spaniards would save us the 
trouble of keeping up a squadron for the sup­
pression of the slave trade in Africa ?-I belieye 
th3lt if you can get Spain to act effectually against 
the slave trade in Cuba, t.hat will dispose of the 
whole question. 

3639. Some questions have been raised before 
the Committee, with regard to the speed of the 
sq uadroll . I gather from what you say that the 
stoppage of the slave trade at present depends 

./ rather on the blockading process than on the 
chasing process 7-Yes. 

3640. Would it not be desirable to have some 
faster ships there, for the purposes of chasing 7-
Very desi"able; and when we get some of the 
fast vessels that are now building, I should be 
very g lad to see one or two of them employed 
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Vioe-Adm!. on the coast; bu~ only the vcry fastest vessels, 
Sir faster t,han ~\re possess, would be of any use; if 

F. W. Grey, 'we had a "esse! of II knot. there woula be slavers 
Q.C.B. that would go 12 knots. 

3641. With re(lard to the subject of the health 
S May 1865. of the squadron, IS it not the case that ~he healt.!' 

of the squadron on the coast of Africa varies Yery 
considerably6:om epidemics which are periodical? 
-Occasionally, there have been outbreaks of 
yellow fever, but these are rare excepti0Ds, I 
think; in other cases it principaIly arises fi'om 
exposure on the rivers. 

3642. Then the normal condition of the ,~T est. 
Coast of Africa is what you state it is, namely, 
one of the most unhealthy services in which the 
men of' the Navy can be 'employed ?-Yes, from 

" its monotony and the constant confinement of the 
ships on tJw coast it is very unhealtllY; but it 
would Dot be neeessa,rily so unhealthy as it now 
is if the vessels were kept out, of the rivers. 

3643. On the subject of the Governor General 
who mi~ht be employed there to superintend the 
whole of our dependencies, you implied, I think, 
in yom' answer, that the nayaJ Commander in 
Chief was also to be the Governor; but would 
you t,lunk t.h",t a naval omcer, not being the Com­
mander in Chief, would be a fit and proper person 
to be Governor of those dependencies, having his 
head qua.rters principally afloat ?-Decidedly not. 
I shouid be opposed to that, because it would be 
certain t.o lcod t.o mOre difficulties. Already we 
£nd it to be the case that when a naval officer is 
Governor, difficulties arise which do not a.rise 
where there is a civilian. But t hart question 
would require a good cleal of consiclel'ation before 
I could give a decided opinion with rega.l'd to a 
na"31 officer being in command of the whole 
coast. 

3644. , 'Vith respect to A seensiou , is thOl'e 
anything y ou ,,-ish to say with respect to the 
expenses of' thc establishments tJlere 1-1 must 
ob::;el've, that I do not think it is fail' to charge 
the whole of the e-xpense of t110se establ~shments 
to the ,,~-r est Coast of Afi·ica. I may mention , 
that we ha,ye lately decided on giying up our 
depot fol' pro"isiollS at St. I-Ielcna, and maJ{ing 
A scension n place of cn.1I for onr ships coming 
f rom the East. 1 udies, China, and the Cape of 
Good IIope; therefore, the expense I ga,'e just 
now is not fn.-irly ohargeable altogethel' to the 
African squadron. 

3645. Cha;,.,nan.] But that is not included in 
that. 158,000 l. ?-No; we ho.ye at A scension an 
establishment afloat, the H :Meanc1er" store ship ; 
a~l(l the expense of that, ship, inoludiD~ wages ana 
VIctua ls, is 18,7i3l.; thn.·t incJudes the waO'es of 
all men em ployed on shore, marines and otb ers, 
and t.herefore, ahhollgh it. is mude out in this 
form, you lllust, not. snppose t.ha.t. it. is the expense 
afloat. 

3646. Sil' J. Bay.] It is the I sland of Asccn-
8ioll in fact?- Y es; then t.he est:l.bli t>hments on 
shore cost altogether 668Z. ; then ext.ra pay to 
al'tificers and liberated Africans, 2,437 I., and' this . 
l ast yenor f,he expendit,urc upon the . works on 
shore, 3,105 l.; altogetJler, the total expenditure 
for t.he last yeat· was 24,000 I. 

3647. Chai1·man. ] Can you state what would 
be the relluetion of the expenditure at. St. H elena 
in eonseqnence of that cha.nge of plan ?-]'or the 
navy i t wj]] not be vcry la\'ge; the only- sum we 
pa.y is 100 l. a yea,l' to t,he commissariat officer 
who takes charge of tl)e naval pl'ovisions; thn.t 
would be discontinued, but yet we have so~e 

expenses in keeping up the stores j if we wero to 
continue that dep6t we should be called upon to 
rebuild a good many of the stores, for the white 
ant has got into them, a.nd that was one of our 
reasons for giving them up. 

3648. Sir John Hay.] The turtles bought at 
Ascension aro supplied gratuitously, are they 
not?-They are; and so are the vegetables from 
the Green ·Mountain. 

3649. That is a considerable saving to tha 
oountry in the issue of fresh .provisions tn the 
ships, is it not ?-N 0; there is an amount for 
provisions besides; I think they are given in ad-
dition, not ill lieu. . 

3650. But I suppose no other fresh provision 
could be obtain.ed ?-YOll have sheep and cattle; 
the great advantage of Ascension in that way iIJ 
the sheep and cattle. 

3651. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] You are aware­
that we know nothing about A::.cension at the 
Colonial Office ?-No, it is entirely under the 
Admiralty j it is a ship in fact. 

3652. Are there any inhabitants ?-It is in­
habitec] entirely by our establisbment of marines; 
the officers and their wives and families; there is 
no civil population; you are forced tn keep it as 
low as possible. from the scanty supply of water. 

3663 . How long have you occupied Ascension 
Isla-nd ?-Since we gave up Fernando Po; I for· 
get in what year Colonel Nichol was remo·ved to 
Ascension, but it wa'S much htter than the yenr 
1807. 

3G54. There is "naval OffiCOl' always tbere on 
shore, is there not?-There is a. captain in com· 
mand of the isla.nd, and we have It detachment 
of 100 marines, and I think about 110 Airieans. 
I think alt.oge~hel', that the population i. about 
from 400 to 500. 

3655. Sir John Hay. ] I t is a. most useful pos­
session, is it not ?-It is a most useful po~session; 
in the last few years very great progress has 
been made in the production of plants at the top 
of the hill, a,nd they are growing very well, and 
we hope th:1t it will be better supplied with 
water t,han it now is. 

3656. Mr. Ea.,ter.] Did I gather rightly, from 
the early part of your evidence, tha.t in your 
opinion nonc of our settlements, on the ,\.y eat 
Coast of Africa, are of any use with regard to 
the suppression of the slave trade ?-I will not 
go so fa.r a. to say thnt they are of no use, but I 
do not think that they are of sufficient advantage 
for the object of su ppres,ing the slave trade, to 
m!llke it desirable to go to. any great expense in 
maintaininO' t.hem . 

3657. There has been It good deal of disoussion 
with. rega:rd to whether the slave trade might be 
revived on the Gold Coast. 'What is your opinion 
upon t.hat subject 1-1 am not compet.ent t.o give 
an opinion; of course, if the removal of om:..set­
tlements would lead to the revival of t.he slave 
t.rade, they are of value to tha,t extent ill pre­
venting it, but I nm not able to give a declded 
opin ion with regard to that m~ttel'. 

3658. As far as the suppression of the slave 
trade is concel'ned would not, our squadron nct 
more effe0tnn.1lv on the const of Cllba. than in 
Africa ?-'We l,ave h'ied that.. Sir James Hope 
has had foul' 'Vessels 011 the coast of Cuba and has 
not made one single captUl·e. The difficulty i3 
the great Dumber of vessels passing, so thn.t you 
ca.nnot board and exa.mine aU. Now ou the GORst 

of Africa every vessel is known almost, sO_lhat if 
1\ stranger 
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a stranger appears on th e coast our crews know part of the coast which prevents the slave trade? 
her at once. - T hat may be so. 

3659. Suppose that instead of having four ves- 367 1. A nd that if we took in harnd those re-

Vice·Adm!. 
Sir 

F. W . Grey, 
G.C .B. sels OD the coast of Cuba, you took 13 or 14 vessels mainiuCT parts of the coast, Whydah and a few 

from Africa to Cuba, provided the present Go- othe, l;Jaces, we mig-ht hermetically seal the W· est 
Yerlllnent of the United St.ates were wllllOg to African Coast ?-The question seems to me to be 8 May l 865~ 
cn-operate with us, would not that effectually put one of' expense aud hurn,an life; if you arc pre-
an end to the slave trade ?- I do not think you pared not to care about the sacrifice of life or 
could establish such a blockade as would pr event money, you may, I have no doubt, by talcina pos-
it becau.se I think that other nations, not the session of numero~ loin!s on that coast, l~lit an 
Americans, wou ld object to theint~rference witlt end to the slave trade. 
their trade wh ich would be oceaS1oned by your 3672. There are very few points at which the 
hoardinlf every yessel along the coast. The French slave trade prevails, is not tnat so ?-Take W hy­
Goyern~)ent and the Span.ish Government would dah as an example; the occupation of Whydah 
complain. has been di5("ttssed and reported on, aua the result 

3660. ,y c had the experiment attempted of a which I arrived at. wa~ that it was practicable, 
blockade on the coast of Cuba some years ago. but that it would be attended with a very great 
Did any difficulties arise between us~nd any acrifice of life, and that the squadron on the 
othel' nation except the United States-.at that wbole was preferahle in preventing the slave 
time ?-It is my impression that it was given lid? trade; I t hink that a.ny attempt to reviYe the 
in consequence of the difficult ies which arose. slnyc tradc migh t he prevented along the Gala 

3661. rrhat was from the Government of the Coast at a less cosL than that of maintaining t.hose 
United Staletwnly,wasitnot?-Notonlyfrom the forts and garrisons. 
Go,·ernmcnt of the United States. I think we 3673. You are of opin ion that the cruiSers do 
bhould have more difficrllties with the French actuany prevent a . very large amount of slave 
GU\'crnmcnt now than with the United States. tradin~.?-I may ~'efer to a statement in Colonel 

3662. But in the former operations on the Ord's l-{.eport, which shows that the moment our 
Cuban Coast, was it not fi'om diffi culties with the Cl:uisers were reLUoTed hom the entrance to the 
rniled States alone that we gave up that attempt? Pougas and N unez Rivers, an attempt was made 
-I cnnnot 6[1Y, there which was only, defeated by the slaves ri s.ing 

3663. Lord Alfred Churchill.] H aye you any and taking possession of the vessel; the neigh­
reason to believe that t he French Goyerument bourhoocl of our settlement at nulama and Sierra 
nre desirous of extending their settlement along Leone did not prevent that attempt Deing made. 
the WestCoastr- 1 have heard it reported lately 3674. Your own experience is in favour of 
(how fa.\, that is to be depended upon, I cannot ma.intaining the cruisers there in order to suppress 
say) that they are desirous of trallsferrin~. their the slave trade ?-Cel'ta . .inly; taking the question 
c.;;lublishment from the Grrboon to the (,)ongo; of human life into consideration, it is the best way, 
that the Gaboon is not answering. A Fxeuch in my opinion. 
Bloop ba' intely been in tbe Congo for sevc ... 1 clays, 3675. Supposing that we g,we up tbe ",ttempt 
it itl J; upposcd, wi th the object of fOl'wa rding the to suppress the slave trade, should we not be still .. 
remoyal of the settlement; but it is merely a obliged to keep up a. na'val force on that coast to 
report. prevent piracy?-1 have already answered that 

3664. Do you think it probable t,hat in the in reply to previous questions. 
c,ent of our giving up La&os as a settJemcnt, the 3676. Do you consider that it i s of any val ue 
}~rell<,h Government would occupy it?- That in training the officer!:) and men, and maintaining 
has not entered into my head; I think it is not the cruisers on the coast ?-I do not tbink that 
probnble. there is any squadron in our service ill which the 

3665. Mr. Buxton.] I think you have stated discipline is higber or hetter than the Mrican 
that no sl",·e sbips have · left the Gold Coast for squadron; the ships coming home from there 
n long time ?- 80 far as I.am aware. come home in a state most creditable to the offi-

36G6. Is it not the fact that there really is no cers and the mell, and I look upon it as a very 
Ellnye trade from that part of the coast 'which is good school; but, of course, it is a very unplea­
und(>'r our protection, or which is in our hanes? sant one for both the office:rs and the men. 
-There bas heen nooe since I have been con- :1677. If we had made no attempt to suppress 
yersant with it. the slave trade on t.he West Coast of Africa, 

36C7. Is it not tbe fact that formerly it was a should we simply throw those ships out of com­
perfect nest of slaye trading ?-Yes, when slave mission; should we not be obliged to keep, at an 
tradin~ was a leo-a l adventnre on the part of events, a portion of them in commission in order 
Englitihmen, as w~ll as others. to keep the officers and the mell employed, and 

3668. But still the slaye tl ade does go on at to give them the I.:equisite training iu order to be 
oth",[ points" here" e have Dot that influence, is prepared in Case of a sudden outbreak of war? 
Dot that so?- Cel tainly, but there are many -}\1yexperience is, that we never have ships 
])OlOts where It does not; for lDstance, there wu-s enough to meet the dema.nd made upon us from 
neyer an~' slave trade from the Kroo Coast. '" various qua.rters of the world. It is much better 

3669. Is thel'e ~tny cause to which you attri - economy, in my opinion, to k eep the men a~­
butc the freerlom of the Kroo Const from the home, and increase the reserves ill our home 
~uye trade?-They ha,ye alwa.ys maintained their ports (which are not as high as they ought to be, 
lDclcpendence; the Kroomen are a very inde- t hough they are larger than they used to be). 
pendent race. But what should be done in the eMe you put is 

3670. ',","ould not I he natural inference be, since a thiDCT which would depend on the state of the 
the sh'l.Yc. trade has died out on that part of the worlt1~yerywhere at the time. 
C~:\,"'l which we ha\'e in our hands, and has not 3678. Titc result wonlu not bc that we should 
(h~d out in other parts, except where the Kroomen merely dismiss those officers and men :\ud djmi­
C~I~t. tha.t it is our possessing or protecting that 1,lish our naval force to the full ex.tent, would it.? 

0.:19 . U 4 Th",t 
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Vice-Adm!. That opens the question of wha~ na."",l force it is 
Sir the policy of the country to mamtam. 

F. W. Groy, 3679. But is not this a reserve wluch would be 
G.C.B. available in case ofwnr ?-I do not think that the 
-- red'llction of the 1,000 men that 'you would save 

8 May 1865. from that coast (which would be tbe outside) 
would (maNe you to reduce your force generaBy; 
at least, I should hope not. 

3680. , iV"hy do you keep this little establish­
ment at the Isla.nd of Ascension; is ,it of gL'eat 
importancE' ?-It is our factory, and affords means 
of repairing our own cruisers on the 1'Vest Coast 
of A£l'ica; ~t is becoming very valuable; we have 
been sending out men and machinery; it saves us 
a grent deat 

3@81. In spite of aU the tedium and danger of 
this service, do you think it is Olle which naval 
men l\.rre eager 10 go on for the ehance 'Of prize 
money ot' proln0tion, or is it one which they dis­
like?-,iVhen they are appointed they make no 
clifficulties, but I would rather leave tbat question 
to be answered by other witnesses. 

3682. Sir Fmncis lJa,.in.q.] Is the service 
generally unpopular? - I do not know that 
it is. 

3683. To the men, I mean ?-It is decidedly 
among the junior officel's: the officers who go 

I in comma.nd have a 0bance of making prize 
money. 

3684. But among the men is it unpopular?­
I thiuk not; but I think IhM probably au <ifficer 
who bas been lately on the coast will tell you 
better abcut it than I can; no doubt it is to some 
extent unpopuhw. 

3685. I s there the slightest difficulty in manniI1J' 
the ships going to the ",Vest Coast of Africa ?-.Lt 
does not depend on the meu, because we send the 
men on board. 

3686 . But you can recollect, can you not" that 
before your new system carne into operation, that 
it was well known that a ship going to the coast 
of Ml'ica was mann eel in a very short lime?­
Yes, the chance of prize money operated, no 

_doubt. 
3687. Mr. Chicheste,. Fortesclle.] You spoke of 

the frequent "'Pplicn,tions and calls upon t.he 
squad1"Ou from the different parts of the coast to 
settle disputes with the natives and to protect 
trade; from what pa.rt of the coast do those calls 
principally come ?~I remember when I was 

" commarnder of t.he station t.here were two expe­
ditions sent up the rii'er ill 1ihe neighbOluhooc1 of 
Sierra Leone, one or two went up the Gambia 
and several into t.he Oil Rivers. There was one 
also to Cori800 Isla.nd, opposite Ferna.ndo Po ; a 

little war went on there, and then during this 
Asliantee threatening, the commodore landed half 
his ship's crew to e;a~Tison Cape Coast CastIe for 
three or f0111: months. 

3688. That was an exceptional case ?-Yes. 
1 am only speaking now of the different eases 
which I remember. Commodore Wise twice 
made expeditious; tliere was another up the 
Gambia; several up the Niger; and there were 
expedibions up the lagoon at Lagos several 
times. 

3689. You had frequent applications from the 
consuls a-'; well as from the Governments, did you 
not?-Yes. 

3690. If consuls were to be substituted for 
governors at the Gambia, or at Sierra. Leone, for 
instance, those calls on the squadron would not 
cease ?-Probably they would not cease; hut 
the,e would not be the same cause for inter" 
ference on the same demand; nor does a consul 
speak with quite the same ""thority as a go-­
vernor. 

3691. Would not there be the same call for 
interference to p1"otect the trade in the Gambia 
or . Sierra. Leone, whether it was a governorship 
or a consulship ?-Sierra Leone is put aside. I 
should not think there is any ide .. of doing away 
with e.ther the Gambian 01" the Sierra Leone 
Governments. 

3692. Then, confining ourselves to the only 
othe~ two p0sse.ssions, namelr, t.he Gold Coast 
and L agos, without giving any positive opinion 
as to what the result of our withdrawing would' 
be, you would s"'y that if t.he result were to 
increase the slave tL·ac1e, it would necessitate a 
considerable increase of the squadJ:on ?-Cer­
ta,inly. 

36·93 . Chairman.] Have you any remark to 
make with regard to the position of the Mixed 
CommissiOlt Com-ts and the Vice,Adnliralty 
Courts. Are they, in your opinion, situated in 
the best places ?-Sierra Leone is the best place 
thel'e, I think, certainly. It is a little incon­
yenient for ships on the SOUtIl coast, but they 
have got St. Helena on the other side, and they 
can go to either. 

3694. Can you inform the Committee why the 
consulate at Monrovia was abandoned 1-1 do 
not know; when I was there one gentleman was 
both English and French consul. '1 do not know 
whether that was tlie reaSOD, but I believe tbat 
change was maae just after that .. ffait; of the 
" Regina CreE" happened, when the gentlema.n 
who filled t,hose two offices had very conflicting 
dut,ies. 

CAPTAIN LEVESON WILDMAN, R.N., called in; and Examined. 

Captain 3695. Chairman.] I THINK t.hat between 
L. W,zdmall, February 1861 and July 1864 you were off the 

R .N . ~ various stations of the W est Coast of Africa in 
command of a ship?-Yeo. 

3696. Under orders from Commodore Wihnot? 
-Yes, in I-IeI' :Majesty's ship HPhilomel," under 
Commodores Edmundstone arnd Wilmot. 

3697. ,iVhat part of the coast are yon most 
acquainted with ?-I know it "'U. 

3698. Did you make any Ca[ltures while you 
were the,·e ?-Only on the 8ou~h coast below the 
Congo. 

3699. Is t.hat in your opiluon the only part of 
HIe coast from which there is any slave e~port? 
-No, there is slave trade in the bights , but the 

coast has .been blockadecl so closely lately ~at 
there has been no slave t rade. 

3700. Commodore Wilmot has maintained a 
very strict hlockade?-Very, 'n the bights. 

3701. Very lit.tle export of slaves exists from 
the neighbourhood of Congo ancl L oanda ?-J ust 
so; a. great deal from the Congo, but very little 
in jU,e Portuguese territory between Loanda a.nd 
the Congo. 

3702. We have bad it in evidence that the re­
movrul of a ship which was stationed off the luver 
Nunez was followed by It revival of the slave 
export. [s it your opinion generally that the 
slave trade would revive if onr ships were re­
illoved ?-On the whole of the coast; but I tlunk 

that 
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that there are oft,en reported escapes of vessels 3723. D o you think that t.his Liberian trade 
froUl thc Ponl'J'Qs and Nunez, which do not take will never g;'ow?-Not so 10llo- as t heir present 
placc. 0 laws are in foxce. 0 

3703. How does that happen?-R,eports come 3724. Their defective r evenue laws you me",,? 
dOWll to Sierra Leone of vessels having escaped, -Yes. 
and when the matter is sifted, it is found that no 3725. " That sort of terms do the Liberians 
,'e8seI8 have bcen there; but there are of course maintain with the native tribes around them ?-
tl'ue I'eports, as well as faJse oue::: , They are generally hated. 

370-1. Do you suppose that m any ships engnged 3726. Are they a.t war with them ?-Wars are 
in lc!l'itimate trade are takeu-for slave ships ?- continually occurring ;---uhere was always war on 
No, but I think that the negroes are yery fond that coast. 
of makioo- snch reports. 3727. Do theEnglisheverassistthem?-Never, 

3705. 'Vhar. arc the points on the coa5t, where to my knowledge) of'late years. They were once, 
YOll would expect the slave export would be most when first established, very nearly beina- turned 
likely to revive, if we withdrew the squadron?- out, and th en an English sh ip assisted them. 
On the bights. 3728. H a \'e t hey eye~' applied for aSsIstance 

3706. ButwilhTegord to t heXunez,PoDgt>S,an<l and been refused ?-I thmk not lately. 
Gall inas, do you t,hink that there the stave -trade- 3729. , "'hat was the sta!e of the slave trade ill 
would be revi,+ed ?-At Nunez and P ono-as it the bights in July last ?-There was one steamer 
migJ)t, but Dot in Gallinas. 0 off the coa-st, and it could Dot ship slaves; there 

3707. Why not in Gallinas ?-I think that t he werc" number of slans on sbore in tbc barra­
~ kiYigs and chiefs would keep their treaty with us; coons. 

they are so afraid of being taken by tbe Liberians 3730. In what part were these barracoons ?-
tha.t they would observe that very strictly. Some at l¥hydah, some at Jacquin, and some 

3708. ~rhe influence of the Go,'el'TIment of further nort.h, to the northward of' Little P opo. 
Liberia extends outside its actual bOl.mdary, in 3731. You have been on all the stations; is t.he 
the suppression of the slave trade, you think?- plan of cl'uising t he snme in all cases, namely, 
I think that the fear of th{' Government of Li- cl'uisin(7 in shore ?-GeneraJly speaking, it is left 
herin., and the fear of being possessed by that to the ~iscret ion of the senior officer which plan 
Government, has nn influence upon them. he chooses to adopt. On the South Coast you 

3709. The fear of becoming Liberian subjects ? cannot do it in the same way, because the line of 
-Yes. coast is mu ch la.rger, bu t in the bi~hts it is · the 

3710. Haye you seen much of Liberia ?-Yes; , most effective, becaus~ you can auclIor your ves-
I have been there n grell,t deal. sels so close as to be from the masthead within 

3711. What is your general opinion of the sight of each other for the whole length of sla\'e­
aUC('ess of the Liberian Government ?-1 do not shipl)lDg coast. 
t hink that it is as successful as it ought to be, 3732. D oyouconsiderthatthepreseuthlockade 
considerjng the aDlount of' skill ed la-bour. which nem shore is more effecti""'i'e than an attempt to 
they have got there. j capture by chasing ?-l\1ost certainly. 

37 12. Do you mcnn that it is not as successful 3733. But if there were a sufficient force, vou 
as it ought 10 be \\·itJ, regard to the trade of would propose that both plans should be adopt~d? 
Liberia ?-Yes, ,,,ith regard to the trade. -Bot,h would be better. 

:37 ~3. I s it a vigorous governm ent in it.self 3734. When you were off' the bights, was t he 
(,,' e!' Its own subj ects ?-I think so. squadron often called in aid of the ciyil establish-

3i14. I s it t he tendency of Liberia to extend ment ?-Yes .. a great many times in different 
to a greater line of coast?-Yes, certainly . cases. 

371 5. Haye they not only the wish but the 3735. Will you mention to the Commit tee any 
Rtrength to extend ?-I do not think they have part.icular cases in which the squadron was called 
the power to do any good; they may have the upon by the civil establishments to assist them? 
pO\\crofdestroying all the EnO'lish trade. -I was called upon at Cape Coast t o leave a 

3i16. So f,u' as they extend, they are a very ship t here, which"! could not do. I also had to 
etJe~tna l bn.~Tier to the slave trade, are t b"ey not'? ./ seMle an affair at Little Popo and also at .Aghayey. 
-Yes, I thmk so. 3736. What sort of disputes were those?-

37 17. It would be impracticable for any slave They were all in fact nati"e disputes with the 
export to take place from their coast ?-Quite. • Africans and British subjects. 

3718. What is tbeu the cause of their not ex- 3737. Disputes between the nati"es and British 
tendlDg their trade more?- Their duties are very traders ?-Yes. 
high, and they h.,-e been extremely j ealous of 3738. Mr. Chichester F ortescue.] They were 
'whIte men; no white man can hold any real pro- disputes between Africans and British subjects? 
1,lcrtr, and therefore there is no money invested -Yes, ncarlyall of them. 
III ~lC country. . 3739. Sien a L eonem.cn?-Yes; or Gold Coast 

3,19. They arc chiefly muhttos from America, protected sul<iects. 
are !hey not ?-Mulattos and blacks. 3740. Cltaimlan.] Do you think that the pre-

?120. ~e they not on friendly terms with the sence of the squadron, as referee on all such 
nelghbollIlng British Goyernment of Sierro occasions, rather creates and enCOUl'[Ia-es disputes? 
Leone ?-~'o Do certain extent j but t heyalwa.ys -lYherever British subjects can faft back on the 
try to obtam pos~ession of the teyritol'Y between force they are much more apt to get into trouble 
t~\ em~e}yes and SIerra L eone, which has caused a with the natives. 
httle Jealousy. 3741. But if there "'as no such force to raU 

~7.~1.. Do you.tbink it would be adyerse to the back upon, there would be fe1\'er disputes you 
B~ 1!ish if they did obtain that territory?-Yes, I think ?-I think there "'ould be much fewer dis-
tlll.ll_\~; would be adverse tQ the British interest. putes . 

. 3 ..... :. In what way do yon t hink it would act? 3742. Is there much legitimate trade growiDa-
-I thlllk that it would .sp·oil all the trade. up around the Portuguese"" settlement ?---'::No, not. 

0.39. X much 

Captain 
L. Wildman, 

R.N. 

8 May , 865' 
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Captain much leaitimate trade; fheir duties are too high, as to invaliding the men and incnpacitatinO' them 
L. Wildman, and the,';' ruin their trade. 'both in mind and body ?-Yes. " 

n,N. 3743: They do not extend their,government to 3762. It only fails 'in demoralising the service 
the mouth of the Congo, do t hey 'I-They claim from tbe strictness at' tbe discipline ?-Yes; if 

~ M oy 1865, to extend their government to the mouth of tbe it were to become at all lax, it would demoralise 
Congo, but t hey do not ~xercise any jurisc1ict,ion the whole st.:'ltion. 
further north ~han Ambm. 3763. It is a very trying' service rolling about 

3744. ",iVhatc1uties are imposed on trade coming in tho~e t3cas, is it Dot?-Y cs, it is very mono-
out of tli.e mouth of the Congo ?-None. tout-us. 

3745. I s t.rade increasing there in consequence? 3764. How long is a ship generally kept on 
-Every year. -that station '!-Generally speaking, three years. 

3746. There is no goyernment there to impose 3765. Do you think that tha.t is too 10nO' ?·-I 
any duties ?-No; certain amounts are paid to t hink it is too long. ::::> 

the native cbiefs, but there ",re no duties. 3766, How long would you say . hould be the 
3747, Is it your opinion that the forts on the utmost detentiou of a sbip there?-The utmost 

Gold Coast and the settlement at Lagos are detention actually on the station ought to be two 
necessary to co-opera.te with the squadl'on in the years. 
slippression of the t::lave trade?-No. 3767. You seem yourself to have been cou-

3748. Do you think that the equaclron , as sta,ntly moving from one station to the other, 
now composed, might blocKade the slave trade what is the general practice ?-General1y one 
without the settlements? - I think that the year on each didsion. 
squadron would be rnueh better without the settle- 3768. That change to some extent diminishes 
ments. the iujurious effect~of the climate ?-The South 

3749. Even with its present strength ?-Even Coast does, but the North Crast and the bights 
~vith its present strenO't,h. are equally bad. 

3750. Those forts, of course, effectually blockade 3769. Do you tbink tha.t the West Coast service 
the slave export at their own territories ?-At )s-populal'?-With the officers certaiuly not; it is 
Cape Coast Castle and Accra; but then there is . IDost unpopular. 
a la.rge piece of coast l)etween them which has no . 3770. Do you think that eyen the chance of 
fort. prize money is not sufficient inducement to make 

375 ] . Do you suppose that there is any slave people willing to go on that coast ?-No. 
export from the Gold Coast ?-Nolle. 3771. I-Iave you any suggestion for a volun-

3752. Do you not. think that it. is preycnt.ed by teer service there ?-1 think it would be the 
the presence of the forts "-I am hardly prepa.red most desirable way. 
to say. ,3772. How would you pro.pose tllat?-I pro-

3753. But if the forts were abandoned, do you pose certain aclva.ntages to be given by the Ad­
think t.ha.t any eXFort of slaves would be prevented miraIt), to the officers sel",..-ing on the coast and 
by the squadron ?-I think ~o. letting them voluuteer. 

3754. The British squach-on would have to 3773. ·What. sort of admntages could be offered 
alter their stations, would they not? - They accordiug to the rules of the service ?-Then~ 
might require more ships if the coast is given would have to be an exceptional rule. I think 
up to the nat.i\-es again altogether; there would that ext,ra. time would be a great inducement; 
be morc ships required, certajnly. that is to say, to let the sen-ice on the coast 

3755. We have had one opinion expressed, .count fOr more than the ser-dee on the Mediter­
that dep&t ships should be placed off the coast, rant'an station, 
which would be more effectualfor blockading the 3'ii<li. You were stationecl off that coast a,t the 
slave trade tuan the forts; d0 you agree with time of the assumption of the government at 
that1-Yes; I think if we had ships, with boats Lagos by the British, were you not ?-Yes. 
to c'1ase, thev would be more effectual. 3775. Is it O'enerally YOllr opinion that the 

,)756. Ho~" many of those stations are neces- assumption of tl1e government by the British is 
SEll'y to the squadron, either for harbours or as an advantage, 01' do you think that a native 
coaling stntions ?-None for hnrbours. government} if it could be sufficient.ly strength-

3757. Then, as coaling stations, how many are cned, would maiutain peace andorder?-Infinitely 
necessary foi: the presentsquach'on ?-I think one superior. . 
at Fernando Po, a,nd one at J ellacoifee, and 3776. In 'what pa.rliculars superior ?-Trade 
t.here ought to be olle in Congo, I think. \ prospers better; there arc no restrictions, and 

3758. Supposing the slaye trade had ceased theil' own quarrels are settled among themselves. 
altogether, do you think tha.t some squauron 3777. Do you know enough of the circu1l1~ 
would be necessary for the protection of British stances of Lagos, between the years 1857 and 
commerce?-Yes. 1860, to say whether they did prosper ~ol'e 

3759, But I suppose that a great reduction. under" consulship than they have prospered 
miO'ht be made under those circumstances; the since they have been \luder the goyernment of 
s(r~adron now consisting of 13 cruisers, besides the British ?-I am certain trade has decreased 

" tenders 01' hulks? - Yes, I think that tIu-ee since we have taken it. 
cl'uisers would be ample for the whole station, 3778. "What is the cause of the failure of the 
supposingthel'c wcre colonial vessels to uo colonial British Government there, in your opinion!­
work . . At Lagos oue great cause was t he bea.vy dut1es, 

3760. '~That is the effect of this sel"vice upon and another thing i8 the coustant native wars. 
the officers anel meD, both with l'espect to health 3779. Do you think that the assumption of 
"nd with respect to t,he discipIine of the navy 1- the government by the Bl'itish lcads to those 
,Vith rcgard to discipline, it requires a gl'eatdeal wa.rs ?-That is my opinion. 
of extra care to keep it up, aud with regard to 3780. Do they come into collision with the 
11ealth, it 1S ext,remely bad. ·nartive powers more tha.n a mel'e consulate would ? 

3761. Not only as to the actua.] morta.Jity, hut -I t.hink so. 
318 1. But 
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3781. But there still would be wars amollg 
1hose tribes. would there not, if ""e withdrew ?­
Undoubted!',· . 
\ 3782. Eneliug in the ~redomiuance of the 
stronrrest native power?- "Y es. 

378:3. You say that you do not think that the 
IJiberians are able, though wil ling, to extend 
their territory; have you any inform.a.tion to 
O"ive to the Committee with regard to the inten­
tion of the French to extend their territory fi'om 
~encgal towards the GamlJia ?- I ha:e only 
hom'a rumours. 

3784, Under what colours was the slave t,r.de 
attempted while you were , here 1- At first 
und,,' the American flag. A vessel which I cap­
tUl'eel was under the American flag; it had the 
American flag, but it had no papers. 

3785. W hat was her crew?- They were. 
nC'arly all colourcd men; she was a very wan 
"Vcssel. 

3786. Sir J ohn rlay. ] W .bat la.nguage did 
those coloured men speak ?-English, 

3787. Where did you send that prize to be 
adjudged ?-I found that she was too small to go 
across. 

3788. Is it frequently the case thai when tbose 
yessels are unseaworthr they nre destroyed ?­
Yeo. when the:t" arc DOL seaworthy. 

3780. Mr, Chich est." Fortescue.] Have you 
:my pCl'sonnl lmowlcdae of tJle state of' things in 

. the neighhourhood of Lagos 'I-No, I have 110t. 

3790. Y Oll do not personally know the origin 
. of the W::U' which has been- going on, and which 
has l,nd such a bad effcet on tbe t.ade?-N o. 

3701. It i:; the case, is it not, that the coast 
from whi('h the slayes are now exported, and 
"h]('h has to be watched by the cruisers, is 
limited i-Very limited in the hights. 

3792. nut, upon the whole, it is only a com­
pnl'atiyel:~ small extent of coast which now re­
'luires to bc blockaded or watched ?- The bights 
arc yery small ; on the South Coast it extends a 
long way. 

3793. But even on the South Coast, how far 
does it e"tend ?-It extends from the south ofthe 
G.boon to Little Fish Bay. 

3794. There is "ery little slave trading south 
of Loanda 1 - ITer], little; but it revived a few 
years ago, when some vessels were taken off 
Bcngueb, 
. 3795. But still, in comparison with former 

tunes, the extent of it is limited ?-Yes, very. 
3796. Have you f01111Ccl any opinion witi} regard 

to the effect of the total withdmwal of the British 
authority and the British settlements and forts on 
the coast of Africa as to the slaTe trade ?-Under 
what rirCulUstances do you mean? 

3797. I.peak of tbe total withdrawal of tbe 
Bnh.h set.t lemcnts 01' forts?-, lith Spain still 
Hllp0l'hng? 

3i98, Yes 1-1 think the squndron would h",e 
to bC' yery" much enlarO'ed. 

·>799. 1'heir operati~ns ,,'ould have to be very 
much extended, you think ?-Yes, 

3800. And theretore the number would haTe 
to be Ycry largely increased?-Yes. 

3801. Mr. Forster.] I do not quite understancl 
your last reply comparcd with 1.l previous reply; 
1 understood you to say before, that you thought 
the ~quadron would be able to aet on better 
without the settlement?- So I thi~k at present. 
"':V hat I Il~Call is, that there are so many requisi­
t1(ln$ callIng :1Wft)' the sen 'ices of the ships to 
theo settlements. They are taken away from 

,~9. ' 

theit duty in t,he prevention of the slave trade 
to settle disputes ·with the native tribes, 

3802. You do not mean that if the set tlements 
were withdl"awn the object of the squadron, that 
is to say, the suppression of the slave trade, would 
not be much more difficult of accomplishment, 
be,cause, I understand you no,: to say, that you 
tlunk th e sla"e trade would be mcre.sed ?-More 
vessels would ,Ill')' likely be wanted to watch the 
Gold Coast. 

3803. You would apply that obsen-ation gene­
rally to the coast that you a.re acqua,inted with? 
-Yes, 

3804, I-l ow long were you on the coast?-
From February 186 1 until July last year. _ 

3805, I understand tbat you ar e of o"inion 
that our having settlements at Lagos bas led to 
'wars; on what facts do you ground that opinion ? 
-I did not intend to convey to tbe Committee 
that it has led to wars, but that it has kept up 
the wars; however, I only give my own opinion. 

3806, On what fact do you foun d that opinion? 
< - Whereyer the British power is on the coast 

there are wars. 
3807, In what way do you suppose t he British 

power causes wars ?-I can only judge by what 
I have 8eeu. 

3808, In wbat way do you think our presence 
causes ,vars?-The governors very often inter­

~ fere in native quarrels, with t.he best intention, 
a,nd yet keep them going OD. 

3809_ You think tbat, by the iuterfel-ence of 
the British Government, the wars existing alUong 
the native powers become aggravated and inten­
sified?-Yes. 

3810. On what particular facts do you base 
that opinion ?-Not on one fact in particular, but 
from wb!l..t I hale seen on the coast, of our inter­
ference in different wars. 

38 11.- You cannot give any special facts con­
firmatory of it ?-N 0; I would rather give my 
general opinion. 

3812, You were, for some time, on the coa~t 
of Liberia, were you not?-Y es; I was on shore 
two months at ODe time and one month at an­
other. 

38 13, I understand you to say that there is a 
law there preventing white men from holding 
real proper.ty ?-Y es, ' 

3814. Is that a la.w against white men gene­
I'ally, 01' ~lgainst ~uy special white men ?-Against 
white men generally. 

3815. Does the same law prevent any aliens 
who do not belong to Liberia holding real pro­
perty?-I think that anyone who holds real 
property in Liberia must be a citizen, I am Dot 
clear about that; but no white person can hold 
real property; a, white pel'son cannot be a citizen 
of Liberia. 

3816. Have :-ou seen the law yourself?-Yes. 
3817. Have you read it?-Yes, I have read it. 
3818. I understood you to say that the Libe-

riaus were generally on bad tenus with the lla­
ti yes around them ?-l~ es. 

3819. And that tile), are at war with thcm ?­
They have generally got a war south of Ga.lli;l~lS . 

3820. Had they when you were there ?-lhe), 
had had disturhances there, and they had had an 
e.xpedition t.here. 

3821. " 'hen was that ?-It was some time the 
year before last. 

3822. Yon do not know the reason of that 
expedition ?-The expedition, I believe, was for 
cnforcing some taxes on the Kroomen. 

x 2 3823. Yo" 
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3823: You mean the Kroumen in the Liberian 
territory?-The Liberians claim the whole of 
the Ierou coast; and when the Kroumen will not 
obey their laws they send down an expedition. 

3824. Chairman. j To impose fines, I suppose? 
- To impose fines. 

3825. Mr. Forster.] I understood you to .ay, 
tbat you thought the policy of Liberia tended to 
prevent English trade ?-Very much. 

3826. In what manner docs it do so?-The 
uut!es are too high . There are certain ports of 
caill; they ",re the only places where British ships 
come and traru.e to. 

3827. Had you any business imposed upon you 
in consequence of that?- No. I saw a great deal 
of it, because I was commissioner to settle a 
bOllndary question between Liberia and Eng­
land. 

3828. On which side ?-On the Gallinas side. 
3829. At what time was that ?-l was there 

nrst of aU in 1862, and I was tbere aft.orwards in 
1863. l was employed on that matter for about 
three months. 

3830. Was an arrangement completed between 
t.he commissioners ?-No, it wa-s broken off 

3831. On what account was it broken off?­
We could not agree with "respect to any terms, 
and so I recommended (and the commissioner 
with me) that everything should be left as it was 
to t,he native chiefs, and th .. t the Liberians should 
DOt be allowed to seize the territory; and I be­
lieve dlat. nothing has been done further. 

3832. Yon were acting not so much on beha.}f 
of the English Government, claiming territory of 
t.heir own, but trying to lnterfere between the 
Liberians and the natiyes?-Yes. The English 
Government would ha.ve been willing to give it 
up alt.ogether. 

3833. Was this a territory t.hat the English 
Government claimed, or were you in structed to 
act, nt the request of the Engiish Government, 
on behalf of the native chiefs?-England was 
anxious to give it up to Liberia, Dot know inO" t.he 
claims of the native chiefs in t.he Gallinas

o 
ter­

Titory. 
3834. I understand yon that things were left 

in statu quo, and that therefore it was Dot g iven 
up? -.J ust so. 

3835. Is tbat cJ",imed by the British Govern­
ment still ?-No, not at all. 

8836. Then , how could we ha.ve given it up if 
we had not claimed it?-VV e did not give it up, 
but we would not allow the Liberians to take it 
from the chiefs. 

3837. \'Vhat I meant was this : when you had 
to meet the Liberia.n representat.ives were you 
empowered to act for t,he Brit.ish Government on 
behalf of the territory which t.hey claimed, or 
were you reque5tecl to act by us on behalf of t,he 
na.tive chiefs ?-It is difficult to answer, because 
my instructions were not so much to act on any 
one's behalf, as to define a. certain boundary, and 
jf jt was possible for the Liberians to prove their 
claim, flben to let them come up to the river. 

3838. 1'he bound",ry between whom ?-Be­
tween them and the British Government. 

3830. I1hen the Brij,isli Government must h!,,,e 
claimed thM; territory?-The chiefs ela,im"ld our 
protectIOn. \ 

3840. 11ft'. Chichester Fortescue.] I ~I se it 
was n. question of how fa.r we should recognise 
the Liberian Government?-Yes. 

3841. :Mr. Fm·ster.] Can YOll tell the COhl­
mittee the present position of t his territory at 

Gallina. with regard to the British Government? 
-They claim our protection. 

3842. Do YOll consider that they arc lInder our 
protection ?-I do not know how far the English 
Government consider so. 

3843. Chairman.] Are )'ou aware of there 
being any treaty '!-Y cs; I have seen it; they 
ha"ve a treaty, by which we arc bound to protect 
them if they stop the slave trade. 

3844. Mr. Forster.] For instance, if, instead of 
being willing to meet you as representing the 
British Goyernmeut, the Liberians had atlacked 
1Ihis territory, woulE it have been your business 
to h"ve protected it on hchalf of the British Go­
vernment ?-I think morally it wOll ld, because 
those chief's have tbose treaties by which tbe 
British Government arc bound to protect them 
so long as they do not carryon the slave trade. 

3845. At'e there any British residents there? 
-Yes; they have factories on the Solomon river, 
and a. very large trade going OD. 

3846. There are white mcn there? - Yes, there 
are white men there; there is an enormous trade 
there. 

3847. What position do they consider them­
selves in; do they consider themselv~.; as resi­
dents in native territories, or as residents in a 
British eolony?- They consider themselves as 
residents in a native territory, under t.rcaties with 
England. 

3848 . \'Vho are the tribes immediately around 
GaUinas; 1'.he native chiefs, in connection with 
whom yeu met the Liberians ?-There are a 
great nurnber of little chiefs; there is one chief 
who is most powerful; I forget Ilis name. 

3849. You do not remember any general name 
applying to all the tribes ?-No; only the Gal­
lin as. 

3850. Are tbey Pagans or Mahomedans?­
Mabomedans further up the country, but not 
on the coast.. 

3851. The GaUinas' people are not 1I1ahom-
edaus ?-No, not the men on the coast. . 

38.52. Your chief reason for thinking that t.he 
jnfiuence of Lib~:ia. is not very adva.ntageous, is 
based on their conduct. in this pnrticubr, I sup­
pose?-Yes~ and partly on what I have seen in 
Liberia; the question first arose on their sending 
dow~ one of ~heir vessels; the)' have g:ot a little 
schooner; they sent down and ordel eel the fac­
tory to pay those very heavy duties; the English 
factory at Gallinas; then these chiefs, when they 
heard tha.t they were going to take their country, 
appealed to tJle English Governor a.t Sierra 
Leone; he scnt home, and then there arose 
another question of a slaver which was taken 
inside t.he Gallinns ri ver, and onc of our yessels 
went down and t.ook her from this little Liberian 
vessel. 

3853. Chairman.l ·When was that treaty made 
between the British Government and the GnI­
linas ?-I th.ink it was in 1845 or 1846. 

3854. You saw the treaty i-Yes. 
3855. Do you recollect the nature of the 

treaty, or who were the pa.rties contracting?­
I ra"ther think it was Captain Denman, but am 
not certain. , 

3856. And the several tribes ?-Yes; but with 
one particula.r tr.ibe. . 

3857. The treaty was a contract, between Cap­
tain Denman, on the part of the Bt·it.ish Govern­
ment and the several tribes?-Yes; but I am 
not certain of the name of the officer signing for 
the British Government. 

3858. Mr. 
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3858. Mr. Forster. ] You know the position of 
the protected tenitory on the Gold Coast, I pre­
sume?-Yes. 

3859. Would you consider the position, when 
yem left the coast, of this Gallinas territory with 
the British Government t,he same as that of the 
protected territory of the Gold Coast ? - No, 
ccrtnioly not. 

3860. What was the difference ?-vVe acknow­
led"e the protectom!e of the- Gold Coast, and 
theonative'3 cla.im it in the Gallinas. '" M 

3861. Chairman.] Do you recollect the treaty 
sufficiently to know whethel: there were any terms 
in which we offered protectIOn on our pa.rt to the 
Gallinas?-l do not remember, but there is that 
O'enera.l clausein all the slave trade treaties. 
'" 3862. In your last answer, you said tli":t we_ 
acknowledue the protectorate of the (Nld Coast, 
but that inOthe Gallinas we did not ; therefore in 
that treaty there was nothing which offered pro­
tection, I suppose ?-I think so, hut I cannot 
recollect the precise tenus, the treaty must be 
known officially, and could be referred to. 

3863. Mr. Forster.] Would you consider, as 
mptl,in in command of. a ship off the coast, tbat 
the natives had any cla.lm at all on you lD con­
sequence of t,hat treaty ?-Yes, as against foreign 
po·we l's. 

3864. Do you consider that there was any­
thina in that treaty that would have given them 
any ~laim on you for action ?- ·As far as British 
subjects are concerned, I think so. 

3865. UDder what circumstances?- Suppose 
the Liberians had sent a vessel down to levy those 
,lutics on that English factory, and had used 
force, I should have felt bound to repel theill. 

3866. But you would not have felt bound to 
repel them for anything that they did to the 
native chiefs ?-Not. on my own responsibility. 

3867 . You would have referred to your superior 
officer jn command ?- Yes. 

SR68 . Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] You would 
h:'~YC merely protected the English traders against 
what you considered au impl'opcl' assumption of 
the Liberian Government?- Y es. 

3869. :Mr. Buxton.] Do you think that three 
)'l!ur Or three years and a-half is too long for 
l:'hips to remain on the ,'Vest Coast of .Africa?­
[ do. 

3870. It would. be more to the advantage of 
the cre\\' if the time was much shorter, you think? 
- Ye,. 

3871. Would that cause any great increase in 
the expense if t.here were more frequent changes? 
-I do not think it would necessarily do so. 
-.3872. But it would tend to preserve the health 
?t the crews, and to keep their spirits' up, "{QuId 
It not?-Very much so. 

3873. I suppose t.hey become worn out with 
that tedious life?-Very much so indeed. 
. 3874. You do not see any practical difficulty 
In ha"11lg more frequent changes ?- Nolle what­
ever. 

3875. If eyeu they remained on the coast could 
not the ships of the squadron have wi th adva.n­
tage morc frequent changes ill position ?-I think 
not with adyuntaO'e. 

38 76. Arc the omen allowed to go on shor~; 
do they often touch the coast?-In some cases 
they arc allow ed to 0'0 on shotc. 
'. 387i . H ow mauv months are they at sea at a 
hme [-11'. th~ bights they are always at sea, 
because there 1S no harbour. 

0.3(j . 

3878. 1IThat length oftime would that be for ' / Captnin 
one ship ?- A year. L. Wildm an, 

387 9. Without the men going on shore ?- n.}..' . 

Without the men going on shore a.t all. 
3880. D o yon think that the Liberian people 8 M.y 1865_ 

were prospeJ;ous, so far as you saw?- No, I 
should say not, for want of capital; if they 11ad 
more capital they would be. 

388~. Their system of h.igh duties of com se 
diminishes their trade?-Yes. 

3882. I s agl;culture progressing ?---Yes ; cup 
the river at lVl olll'ovia there is a great deal of 
coffee planting. 

3883. D o you think that if our cmisers were 
withdrawn from the coast there would be a con­
siderable increase in the slave trade ?-I think;. 
so long as there is a demand at Cuba, it will be 
supplied. 

3884. In spite of the squadron ?- Yes, in spite 
of the squadron. 

3885. But do you not think t.hat our fl eet has 
a powerful effect in diminishing th e supplies?­
It raises the price of negroes, but they obtain as 
many slaves as they want. 

3886. What points are there on the African 
coast, within yow' knowledge) where the slave 
tra.de now prevails ?- The south coast, around the 
Congo. 

3887. Are there any other Jloints where it 
exists ?-In the bights; if the squadron was re­
moved, it would break out again. 

3888. Mr . . MWs.l Does your experience lea<l 
you to concur in Sir . Frederick Grey's opinion, 
'with regard to the work in which H er Majesty's 
ships are employed on the coast in going u{l the 
rivers, being the most unhealthy part of the 

'work ?-Certainly. 
3889. The high per-centage of mortality in the 

squadron is mainly to be attributed to that, and 
net to the work in suppressing the slave trade ?­
:Mainly. 

3890. L ord Alfred Churchill.) I s it not the 
case that if the Liberians are fortunate enough 
to catch a slaver they hang the captain ?-I have 
never heard of such a case. 

3891. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] Those appli­
cations which compel you to go up the rivers, or 
to send boats up the rivers, come very frequently 
from consuls, do they not ?-I have never had an 
application. myself from a consul that I have 
attended to. 

3892. They also come from the governors?­
Yes; I have not always attended to them. 

3893. :NIr. Mills.] "What is the quickest speed 
that any vessel, in the squadron, attains to ?-

, The fastest vessel is the rc Zebra," which goes, at . 
the utmost., 10 knots or 101 knots an hour. 

3894. You heard Sir Frederick Grey's state­
ment, that those calls upon the squadron for the 
settlement of disputes with t,he natives, and the 

\ protection of British trade, came just as much 
from the consuls as from the governors j aTe you 
",ware that that is the case 1-1 cannot speak 
l!ositively, because I never had any applications 
from the consuls whicl, I attended to, and only 
onc I think froUl a cousul at all. 

3895. But you know that the British t.rade 
has to be protected in the rivers and on those 
coasts where there al'e no British settlements?­
Yes, ceTt.1.jnly; on the oill'i'i'el's, particularly. 

3896. SirJohnHa!I.] Withrcgardtot.hespeed 
of the vessels, you snid, that the H Zebra.)) speed 
was I 0 knots an huur?-Ten and a-half knots an 
11Our. 

x 3 3897. She 
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Captain 3897. She is the fastest in the squadron ?-By 
L. Wildman , far, except the H Rattlesna.ke ;~' her speed may be 

n.N. 1110re, but I snould doubt it being much more. 
3898. Do you think that a smaller number of 

8 May 1865. ships of greater speed would be more effectual 
in the suppression of the . I",ve trade ?-I do not 
think so in the bights, becau~e in nhe bights you 
can anchor then so close to each other that no-
thing caD come in. . 

3899. And if "nything <loes come in, it cannot 
have time to embark ?-J ust so. 

3900. Slavers occasionally do come in, and the 
squadron may have 'weighed, and cannot overtllike 
them ? - Yes. 

3901. But if, among those ships, tbere had heen 
onc of vcry great speed, tha.t n1i~ht Dot have oc­
curred ?-She might have ehase(l them . 

3902. It would be desirable, then, to have 
some vessels of a. greater speed, 'would it Dot?­
In addition to those which a·re there now, there 
ought to be some quicker vessels. 

3903. A squadron of a cert",in number, "'r­
ranged with a 'view to a blockade; assisted by 
faster -ressels to capture slavers ?-Yes. 

3904. At present tbat element of the squadron 
does not exist ?-My ouly anxiety was, when 
I was in the big hts, that those vessels should not 
chase, because I felt quite safe w hen we were at 

, anchor; but if we got under weigh and chased, 
our ships could not catch them. 

3905. As senior officer you would have done 
your duty more satisfactorily to yourself if you 
had had some vessels which would have been 
useful in chasing ?-Certainly. 

3906. Wi·th regard to t.he Liberian law, was 
that law which you saw which forbade whi te 
persons to hold rea.l property, framed in the origin 
of the settlement by the Americans?-I think so. 

3907. And framed with a "iew to induce the 
black population to go from the Northern States 
to L iberia, where they could not be interfered 
with by the prejudices oftbe whites ?-Yc&; they 
werc afraid that the white people would get tbe 
ascendency, and that they would still be slaves. 

0908. And that law continues in force?-Yes. 
3909. T he English territory at ShorLoro has 

gTadually increasc~ to t,he southward during the 
last 20 years, has It not ?-Yes. 

3910. _L\.s it increases towards the southward 
and towards the Gallinas, those barbarous tribes 
assume that they will bc protected by the British 
Goyernment ?- Yes. 

3911. The English Govemment is more popular 
thau the Liberian Government? - Very much 
more ~O. 

3912. The tr eat .. ' which you spoke of, entered 
into by Captain Denman, in the GaJlinas, had 
furtiher stimulated the tribes to throw themselves 
on our protection 1- Y es. 

3913. Have you seen those treaties ?-Yes. 
3914. Do they distinctly imply a protection on 

our part ?-As far as I can r ecollect, I should say 
yes. 

3915. Has it fre\luently occurred tb"t an a.p­
peal has been made to tire En"hsh Government 
on the faitb of those treaties, to"protect them fro'; 
Liberia 1-Y es. 

3916. Although you wouM not have taken 
aoti ve operations yourself against Liberia, you 
would bave anticipated that, on any report from 
you that an 'tggression had been made by Li­
beria, you would have received instructions to 
resist it ?-Yes. 

3917. :Mr. Cl!ichcster Fortescue. ] You bave 
been applied to by tbe native tribes to protect 
them against the Liberian Government ?-Yes 
by the tribes at Gallinas. ' 

3918. And by those only?-By tbose ouly. 
Our sbips have been applied to on the Soutb 
KrOll coast. 

3919. Have you never afforded that protec­
tion?- No. 

3920. Ha.ve you neyer received any orders 
from head guarters to afford that protection?­
No .. 

3921. Sir Francis Barin.q. ] You have been 
.. ked whetber it would not be an a<lvanta"e tbat 
the ships should only be kept out for two "years; 
was it not the case that for some years that was 
done?-Yes. . 

3922. In Lord AuckJand's time ?-Yes. 
3923. Had not that a very beneficial effect on 

t,he health of the squadron ?-This was before I 
had been on the coast, but I have always heard 
tbat it had that effect. 

3924. 'Was it in consequence of the fresh ship 
which was sent out for carrying the mails?­
Yes. 

3925. ,i\7hell the line of steam commurucn.tion 
was can-ied out thn.t removed the necessity for 
sending out tha.t ship, and had a ba.d effect in 
lengtheni!lg t.he sen'ice ?- I believe so. 

LYONS 1\~f'LEOD, Esq., caned ill; and Examined. 
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3926. Chm'rman ,] You saw service OIl the 
coast of Afl'ica on two occasions j in the squadron 
from 1843 to 1846, and from J 848 unt.il 1851?­
Yes. 

3927 . .iI\..nd you lw.ve been for somo time Consul 
in t.he ~10z31nbjque ?-Yes, 

3928. U util th",t consulship ,was abolished ?­
Ycs. 

3929. Your evidence will relate principally to 
t.he first; Hl.!gotiations for opening the trade on the 
RiYer Niger, ill which you took part ?- Yes. In 
the year 1841 ~ as the Committee are aware, there 
was It large Niger expedi.flion fitted out, which 
was tota.1ly uusuccess[111; and, from my experience 
on the West Coast of Africa, I was under the 
impression that it had asce~ded 1ho river a.t the 
wrong season, and had remained too long ill the 
delta; t.be conseqnence was the crews got sick, 

and t,hey were obliged to leaye the river. On 
my return from the coast in 1851-52, I proposed 
;:u; expedit,ioll for ascending tJle Niger with the 
risino> of the water ; that i:1 to say, when- the 
delt';" of the N iger and Chaddo. was covered by 
wafter so that there would be no malaria arising 
from the decay of veget.able mat.ter on the banks 
act.ed on by the SUll o The result was, that au 
expedition went up the river iu 1854, and rc" 
turued in 1856 wjthout the loss of a mall, and 
since that. the Niger has been open to commerce. 

3930. On wha.t terms is it now open to com­
merce ?-It is opon to all nations. 

39.> 1. 'What is tbe establishment there ?-Dr. 
Bnikic was up the river ns consul. 

3932. What was his station ?-! belieye Bidda 
Nupe. 

3933. How fnl' up from the mouth is that?­
It 
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J t is above the confluence of the Njger and the 
Chadd • . 

393.J,. About how many miles from the sea?­
Abuut 200 mile,. 

30;3') . Do VOtl consider that the trade of those 
estab ljshments \y ill require a.ny further protection 
flom the British GoverIlment ?-I t,hink it would 
11/:' nccessan r to ofter a subsidy to some company 
or other f~r t he purpose of keeping open the 
KilTer for the pll l'pOSC of comm.erce, ft,ncl my rea­
SOJ~js this : on the dea.th of Iv!r. l\1:'Gregor Laird 
his trading operations were brought to a cl.ose. 
I had. originally propose,d the su?cess~l1~ :NIger. 
expeoitioll ill 1854. A n umber of the fnends 01 
\frica came to me and nskecl me to form a com­

]JUny for the p~rpose of con~nuing 1\o1r. 1\1:CGI.'egor 
Laird's operatIOns up the rIver. 1-'.... number of 
friend:! subscri bed together 78,000 l., hUE:i't'e (Gund 
that Wl' could not get enough ;:tpital to form a 
company separately, and therefore tha.t company, 
callerl thc Nif:rer and Chadda Stea.m Navigation 
CODlvany, wa~ amalgamated with a. company then 
fornunfr bv merchants in Liverpool, called the 
ComjJa~lr of African Merehants. I feel perfectly 
convineea that no private individual will advance 
the fumIt; necessary fur keeping open the ~iger. 

393G. Can you mention any analogous case in 
"hich the GoYcl'nment. have subsidised a company 
fur such n. purpose ?-Ko instance comes to my 
memory at thi:s moment ~ but in 1\11'. lV!'Gregor 
Laird's time they'subsidised his operations for 
fhe or six years. 

3937. By nn annuity or by a sum of money?­
[ believe it was a sum, commencing with 7,000 I. 
ana dC'iSccnding to 5,000 l. per annum. 

:193R. ,Vhat do you anticipate would be the 
('hief exports from the Niger? -1\1:y object in 
proposing the expedition originally was to get in 
the rear of the slave trade, along the yalley of 
the Nigcr~ independently of commerce; to stop, 
in the first plaee, the supply of slaves from the 
lUt~rior of M rica to the 'VIr e£t Coast, and also 
to :-trike at that fearful system of the slave 
trade carried on from Tripoli to Kano, a voyage 
of 1h1'ee or four months, "ranging over 1,500 
miles. The prineipal exports from Africa would 
he- fohca butter, palm and ground nut oils and 
kcrn::lls, kashu and kolla nuts, O'ums, ivory, 
ebon.', indigo, and other dyes and dyewoods, 
('ottOll, cofiee, Chili peppel', ginger, arrowroot, 
wax, honey, caoutchouc, sa.ltpetre, antimony, 
~old, silver, copper, &c. &0. I may say tba:'t, 
looking at the caravans frolll Tripoli to leano, we 
ran see by what they earry what articles would 
Le the fittest for the trade in the interior; the 
caravans are laden with calicoes, cambrics, coarse 
I:lilks, woollen cloths, l\1~oorish ftnd other gaudy 
dre~.es, Egyptian lincn (checked or striped with 
guM), turban shawls, writing paper, cotton um­
Lrcllas, sword blades, muskets, knives, scissors., 
needles. thimbles, armlets, and bracelets of brass 
ano silv-er, pewter rings and other trinkets, 
amber, coral, and glass beads, spices, frankin­
cense, &c. 

3939. To whom does that consul on the Nio-cr 
consider himself commissioned? _ Generally b to 
the chiefs of the riYer in his immediate ncicrhbour­
hood, but I shoul<! think especially to Ki,;'o- 11as­
."bah, who is very fr iendly both to the "consul 
there auu to our establishments at Lac:ros. 

3940. Is he a powerful ehief?-Ve~y. 
3D .. n . Does he assert any superior authority 

OY('r any IJther chiefs in his neicrhboul'hood 7- 1n 
nn c:x.tcu$.ive district, I believe 0 

0.30. 

3942. I s his tribe M ussulman or P agan?­
They are Mahomedans. 

394.3 . I s his power an extending power?-It 
is an extending power; Commander GloYer, when 
he was in the N iger expedition, made acquaint­
ance with i\j assabah, and I know he has since 
contin ued in friendly communication with him. 

3944. Is Massabah, at this moment, implicated 
in the slave trade 7-I do Dot know. 

3945. Cau you oiler to the Comnrittee ",oy 
suggest ions with regard to the possibility of a 
free emigration of 'Africans for supplanting the 
slave trade ?-From my experience on the E ast 
Coast of Ml'ica, I should think it was quite im-
practicable. . 

3946. You think that it could not be con­
duoted or promoted in any way without danger 
of promoting a slave trade i ll disguise ?-Not only 
that, but I know, from personal experience, that 
after the slave t.l'nde was to a certain extent sup­
pressed on tl1 C East Coast, a renewal of the slave 
trade, under the denomination of free labour 
erriilP"ation, completely opened the whole of the 
markets in the interior, and gave rise to wars. 

3947. I believe you took part in some proposal 
for opening roads into the interior on the Gold 
Coast, did you not ? - Yes, I will show you the 
plan (p,-oelucing a Tough model of a tranwoad, and 
of a carriage for a tram1·oad). This plan was not 
my own originally, it was proposed to the Mrican 
Society by an American gentleman; it consists 
of diggiuO"" a narrow trench along the ground, 
and a.t rigllt angles to it you dig other trenches 
alternately; you then" cut down trees, and lay 
them lengthwise, joining them together; after 
YOll ha\'e done so, you dig a ditch on each side, 
being the boundaries of your road, and as you 
dig this ditch you throw the earth out of it in­
wards, w bich enables you to form your road, and 
to drain it at the same time. 

3948. Something iu the way ill whieh roads 
a.re formed in Russia ?-It is something similar. 
Then, instead of having carts on them at first (for 
this plan is only proposed for the infancy of roads, 
thou~h other roads may be built upon this 
foundat.ion), I propose using these rollers (an 
iU'"fention which belongs to the same American 
gentleman); the peculiarity of' the roller consists 
.lU the edge being bevelled; the consequence is, 
that it always mounts a.nc1 goes off and on with 
the greatest ease. 

3949. Is .that re!ler made of wood? - That 
roller is made of wood; yon rnight have two 
rollers, one at each eud, then this road would 
~imply form a platform; in fact, omnibuses mount­
e,l on rollers may be used on it. This kind of road 
is actuaUy used at Demerara now. 

3950. Haw you any estimates of what the eost 
of such a plan would be ?-No; but this road, by 
placing bars of wood across, would become the 
COUlmon Corderoy road of America, and upon that 
might be constructed a very strong road indeed. 
In fact, they are so strong that, when the River 
niississippi oyerflowcd New Orleans in 1850 or 
1851, tbe roads were built on this plan. To pre­
vent then" being washed away, they drove baulks 
into the ground, fastening them to these haulks 
of timber; and when the water receded, there 
,,,ere the foundations of the road ready to com­
mence again. 

3951. Did you make any proposal to the Go­
vernment of the Gold Coast to make such roads 
as these ?-I made a proposal to the Colonial 
Office in the timc of the latc Duke of Newcastle, 

3952. ,Vith particular reference to the Gold 
x.. Coast?-
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Coast ?-No, it was to establish a tramroad be· 
twe~n Abeokuta and Lagos. With regard to 
t,he question of estimate, I may state that persons 
lrould be found in t.his country sufficiently ellter~ 
prising to produce the funds for constructing 
these roads on the Gold Coast, if a certain con­
cession was given to them. I should say that the 
Government might make an arrangement with 
the native chiefs there, giving the persons who 
constructed the road a certain amount of ground, 
say half-a-mile or a mile on each side of the 
road. • 

3953. This is a plan which is supposed to be 
part of a system of settlement colonisation on the 
African coast?-Yes. 

3954. You would ha,rdly propose to the Gover­
nor of the Gold Coast to make such roads unless 
it. were the intention of the British Government 
to make a lUore extensive settlement, would! you? 
-If we wanted to develope the resources of the 
country, I should recommend these roads. 

3955 . You have been in Liberia, have ypu 
not ?-Yes, I have; I take great inter-est in 
Liberia, In 18.49, when I was a lieutenant in 
the Navy, Commodore Fanshawe made me an 
offer to establish a navy for Liberia; the British 
Government gave them one vessel, the French 
gave them a.nother, and there were two other 
yessels, making four altogether; but the arrange­
ment fell through, although everything had been 
arranged about my swlary, simply because I had 
stipulatcd witb the Commodore, that if I took 
service under the Liberian State my time should 
go on a~ lieut.enant commander and post captain 
in tllC l{,op11 N ny, and he had no authority to 
make such an arrano-cment. 

3956, Has , thc Eiberian Governmcnt those 
four vessels now?-I think they have two of 
them. 

3957. Are they commanded by mulattos ?-I 
think so. 

3958. There is no European officer '-I think 
not., 

3959. Did you hear the evidence that ha. just 
been giycn wiuh regard to the trade of Liberia 

and their faulty revenue system ?-Yes. 
3960. Can you o-ive us any informat,ion upon 

that point ?- 1 think they hal'e certain ports of 
entry, the same as the Portuguese have, on the 
East Coast of Africa; they are in a very si milar 
position; they are a small state having a larger 
territory than they can actually hold or goyern, 
just the same as the Mozambique territory, which 
extends fo" about 1,500 miles of the coast., taking 
the sinuosities of the coast into consideration. 
Strangers going to trade with Liberia are yery 
much pu t out on seeing tIle difficulties in trading; 
but a smaH govcrnro"ent cn..nnot throw open every 
n1ile of t,heir coast, they must have certain ports 
of entry. 

3961. Are you of opinion that there is that 
je&lousy felt on theJ'art of L iberia of the British 
that we haye hear of?- I do not think so; I 
should say, from my own personal experience, 
quite the contrary. I was personally acquainted 
with the late President Roberts, and also with 
President Benson. 

3962. In Liberia most of the men ill aut.hority 
are mulattos, are they not?-Yes, 

3963. Are there any men in autbority there 
who are black ?-President Benson is perfectly 
black j when he vvas supposed to be 12 years of 
age he was picked up in the bush, and could not 
make himself understood to anybody. 

;)964. Have you ""y opinion to express with 

regard to any cha.nges in the British Govern­
ments on the West Coast of Africa ?-I think 
that if the Government was concentt'ated it would 
be m,!ch more beneficial. I would proposc that 
there .hould be a Governor General at Sierra 
Leone; a lieutenant governor at the Gambia: 
a lieutenant governor at Sierra Leone under the 
Governor General; a lieutenant governor at the 
Gold Ooast, and another at Lagos; these lieu ­
tenant governors should administer the internal 
governmentof their own colonies, and the Goyernor 
Gene,':,l should superintend and be responsible for 
the whole. I do not think it would bc necessary 
for the lieutenant ~overnors to comlnunlcate 
direct with the COlonial Office. I think the 
Colonial Office should be relieved from that, and 
that a superio:-- man should be sent out as Goyernor 
General. 

3965. Lord Alfred Churchill.} What descrip­
tion of vessel would he best calculated for navi­
gating t,he Ni~er ?-I think it would require two 
descriptions of vessels; one having a.lightdraught 
of water, say three feet" which could ascend the 
river jn all seasons, and another drawing seven 
feet of water, which could ouly go up wheu the 
river was in penect flood, but which would also, 
if necessary, be used for Grossing the bars, becn..use 
a vessel drawing three feet of water would not 
have sufficient hold on the water to tow a heavy 
vessel over the bar. 

3966. Those vessels woulel have to bc con­
structed specially for tbis trade, I suppose?­
Decidedl),. 

3967, Are you aware that the French are or­
ganising, or haye organised, any expedition up 
the Niger wiuh ar view of establishing a commerce 
thel'e? - Yes, I believe the French had oTo-arused 
an expedition to go there, and I believe tbat the 
vessel containing th,1t expedition was wreGked 
last yea,r after it left F rance. 

306 8. ",~T ere the ca.ra,ans that used to come to 
Rano, French carayans ?-They were principally 
Moors, I belie,e. 

3960, Carrying French produce? - Carrying 
produce of all sorts. 

3970. From Algiers ?- No, from Tripoli and 
TuniE. 

3971. Chairman.] I s there anything else which 
you wish to add with regard to the pn.wn system 
on the Gold Coast?-I shoul,\ be glad to malee 
a suggestion with regard to the pawn system .on 
the Gold Coast. I think those ,,'ho havc stndiet! 
the subject must regret to see the pawn system 
and the system of domestic slavery established 
under the British flag. As we look back upon 
the administration of :Mr. :Mnclean, who '\"as 
perhaps one of the best Governors of the Gold 
Ooast: we cannot help regretting that at that time 
he did not talw measu.l'es not to recognise the 
pawn system and not to recognise slavery. 

3972. How do you think he could have a"oi(]ed 
it ?-I believe, at that tim e, ",hen the feeling 
was not so strong against the sla ye trncle as it is 
now, pcrhnps he might not have succeeded, but 
the tim e bas now arrived when we must make 
the reflection, that it is a quarter of a century 
since his services have ended, a .. nd that those who 
come after us will be of opinion that., during the 
sit,ting of this Committee, something ought to 
have been pl'oposed for doing away with the 
pawn system, because, doubtless, it is desirable 
tlmt it should be done away with; but if thi. 
Committee does not propose something, it will 
probably be perpetuated. 

3973. Can you suggest any mode of intel'-' 
ferem"e 
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ference with that system, wbich might be adopted 
by the English Gov.ern,:,ent ?-I sh.ould say to 
the -na.tives: leglslatlOll m Great Bntam and all 
European countries, has, of late, tended to the 
abolition of imprisonment for debt; I would sug­
gest tbat the judicial ",:sessors should treat ~e 
pa wn system as a debt 10 the first place, and III 

the next place give them a maximum time for 
the punishment of . the debtor by imprisonment, 
say two years, wh.i~h would be ",:ery ~evel'e In 

that climate; I beheve that, takmg mto con­
sideration the t ime that the pawn had served 
for his master, you would frequently find tbat, 
instead of two years being adjudged by the 
judicial assessor, it would on ly be one year or 
even six months, so that at the end of two y ears' 
time you would find that t he p~wn system had 
cea.ed on the Gold Coast altogethel:. Then, 
,,·ilb regard to domestic slavery, I t hink tl""t if 
this new system is establisbed of a Governor 
General for the whole coast and a lieutenant go­
VCl'nor for the Gold Coast, the lieu tenant governor 
could suggest, under t he protection of tbe Gover­
nor General, to the chiefs of the Gold Coast, that 
the time had arrived when domestic slavery must 
cease under the British fl ag; and that, if those 
chief looked upon themselves as under our pro­
tection, they must decide among themselves if it 
was not possible to change domestic slavery into 
a lengthened apprenticesh.ip of any duration they 
pleased) we using, of course, our utmost exertions 
to reduce it. Supposing they agreed to an ap­
prenticeship which was to last, say for seven 
years, then at the end of the seven years there 
wOllld be an end of the system; but :Lt present, 
iu the way we a,re going on, it will last for ever. 

3D74. Do you believe that the judicial assessor 
could bring himself into conflict with the nati ,'e 

customs in this manner, and suppress them ?­
H e does now; t hey are instructed at this moment 
to trea,t the pawn system simply as a debt. 

3975. Mr. Chichester F ortescue.] Of course you 
do not propose to eradicate a deeply-rooted sys­
tem like that of domestic slavery by force in 
our Protectora.te ?- By no means. 

3976. Do you conceive it would be possihle 
to induce the owners of slaves themselves to put 

\ 

an end to the system ?-I think that such a man 
as Governor Maclean, who had tbe confidence of 
the chiefs, could induce the natives and chiefs of 
the whole Protectorate to change the system of 
domestic slavery to an apprenticeship, and, when­
ever the apprenticeship came to an end, there 
would be an end of the system of domestic sla­
very. 

397? That is to say, you would contemplate 
t he abolition of domestic slavery to he brought 
about in this manner, after . the lapse of a few 
years 7-Yes. 

3978. And do we llnderstand you to say that 
you look upon that as possible ?-I do,. and I 
believe I am not singular in my opinion; I think 
tho,e who haye been out tbere before would be 
inclined to agree witb me, but it would depend 
~reatly on having a man who knew the natives. 
1 do not know if I should venture to say it, but 
I should think such a man as Sir B enjamin Pine 
would succeed in doing it. 

3979. Do you think that he would be able to 
induce the chiefs to make such a sacrifice of their 
own interest, and introduce such a revolut,ion?-­
Yes ; particularly after this Ashan tee war : if they 
were told that, in return for the protection we 
give them, we required them' to give up that 
system of domestic slavery, I t hink it would be 
effective. 

0.39. Y 

L. M'Leoa, 
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Captain WILLIAM EnMONSTONE, R.N., C. B., called in; and Examined. 

Captain W . 3980. Chairman.] You are at present in com- . one in the bights; but we scarcely ever obtained 
Edmon8tone, mo,nd of the Steam Reserve at Devonport?- th"t number.' 

n.N., c.n. Yes. 3995. The first division cruised from the Gam-
3981. You formerly held the command of the hia to Palmas, the second division from Palmas 

11 May West Mrican Station, from the year 1859 to to the bights, and the third division from the 
1865. 1862?-Yes. bights to Lopez; is that so?-No; the third 

3982. Under (,he orders of Si.r Baldwin division cruised from Lopez to Fish Bay, takin", 
Walker ?-Under the orders of Sir Frederick ' in the islands of St. Thomas, Fernando'Po, an~ 
Grey, Sir Henry Keppel, and Sir Baldwin Pl'ince's I sland. 
Walker. 3996. Did you take anyone of those stations 

3983. Since your time there has been a new as yOUl" head-quarters ?-No; I went fl'om one 
arrangement at those stMions, the commodore to another.. 

/ of your stat.ion being no longer under the orders 3997. But what were the general orders or 
of Sir Baldwin Walked-Yes. plans of operation against the slave trade?-

3984. ,Yhen was that change made?-vVhen Cruising and avoiding a.s much as possible boat 
the admiral was removed from the Cape there service. 
was no other admiral sent in his place. 3998. Did you adopt the plan of cruising in-

3985. 'What was the object of that ?-It was shore, by way of blockading, in prd'erence to 
with a view to improve the correspondence. In that of standing out for captures ?-It varied; my 

_ my time nhe correspondence to the Commander orders were never to lose sight of the coast, if 
in Chief had to go through Whitehall. . possible, and to cruise from point to point. 

3986. And since that new llilTangement the j 3999. Did you consider the strength of your 
correspondence between the commodore and the 'squadron sufficient to pursue both operations?­
Admiralty i~ direct ?-Yes; which is very much No. 
better for the service. 4000. You were obliged to confine yourself to 

3987. "What was the extent of your station on one, for want of strength ?-Entirely. 
the coast?- From the Gambia to Little Fish 4001. What is your general opinion with re­
Bay; the station was ananged in three divisions. gard to this kind of service, as affecting the health 

3988. What was the number ot' ships under and discipline of the Navy?-The discipline in 
your command ?-From 13 to 15 cruiseJ.js; that my time was very good in the West African 
is to say, allowing for the numbers at Lagos; Station. 
sometimes they fell short of that. 4002. Would you consider it a trying service, 

3989. And had you smaller ships of war be- and l'equiring vel'y strict discipline ?-It is a try­
sides?-, ;ry e had one in the river, within the La- .... iug service, and requiring very strict discipline; 
goon of Lagos, one gun-boa,t; but I include that but on the vVest African Coast we never aJJowed 
in the 15, ,yhich was the maximum. the men to 0'0 on shore, except at St. Helena, 

3990. Had you any hulks or depot ships?- and that bentilited the discipline a good deal; 
There was a. bulle at Sierra Leone (the "Isis "), 4003. Rollina' about on that sea, without ever 
and lately there was one at Fernando Po. goioO' on shore,bis rather an unpopular service in 

3991. What wa. the service of those two the :N",vy, is it not ?-Yes, it is; particularly the 
hulks ?-They were depots for coal and pro- new system since I left, the system of anchoring 
visions. close to the shore. 

3992. What wa. the distribution of your 15 4004. But still in a l'olling sea?-That is very 
cruisers ?-The proper number was generally irksome, indeed. 
two on the North Coa.t.. 4005. But should you say, genenilly, that that 

3993. Extending from the Gambia to where? is a pop1l1ar service among the officers and men? 
-ExtendinO' from the Gambia to Palmas. . -Among the men it is popular; but, among the 

3994. V{hat was the second ?-The second officers I should say it is not, 
extended from the bights to Cape Lopez. We 4006. 'Wby do you make that distinction?­
ought to have had five vessels there besides the It is almost impossible to give a reason for it; 

the 
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the officers look for greater comforts, and the men , 4028. A.J:e they inclined, do you suppose, to 
look at the prize money and warm weather. extend their occupations on tbe coast ?-I think 

4007. Is there not prize money enough to they are to the north, certainly. 
make it an object to the officers?-You must 4029. Do you think tbat the French Govern­
drnw a line between the two, I think ; it is very ment would be glad to possess the Gambiajf the 
pU'bible that this new system of blo<:51de will not op]Jor tunity were to occur ?- There Ls no doubt 
make it 50 popular among the men, and that the of It, I think. 
mell will no t like il. 4030. Do you comider that the settlement at 

4008. ,Yere there many captures made during the Gambia is useful to the EnO'lisb, both for 
,our command ?-P:.. good m aD . the object of suppressing the slav~ trade and for 
. 400V. On what part of the coast were those commercial objects ?-Ciirtainly not for commer­
captllres chiefly made ?-li'rom the Congo. cial objects; the commerce is in a very peculiar 

4010. Under what flag were they?-Princi- condition; iu my time it went entirely to Mar-
pa11v under no fl au; thel'c was no nationality . seilles; it may be called almost a Fre~ch com-

4011. Can vou ~tate of what nation the crews meree. 
usually were in that case ?-Of aU nations; they 403 1. A French commerce exclusively, you 
were principally Spaniards 01' Portuguese, and think ?-English merchants, but French com­
~OIllC EDO"lishmcn, but very few; I do..not think merce and French produce, scarcely anything 
anv Engnshman ever came before me. r went to England. 

4IJ12. IDat was usuallv done with the prizes 4032. Supposing the slave trade to have ceased 
when they were taken ?-The slaves were kept altogether, do you think that there would be 
in the vessel, and sent over as a prize crew to great injury to B ritish interest of any kind in the 
the nearest port of adjudication, that being St. French possessing the Gambia?-Yes, I think so. 
Helena or Sierra Leone; if the yessel wa$ under 4033. , Vhat would be the nature of that in­
no nationality, she must go to a Vice Admiralty jury?-It is merely in case of war that that 
.;ourt, if not to a mLxed commission court. injury would arise; it is a very good ha,rbour, 

4013. Did it frequently Ilappen that the prizes and t he river is a sort of a great artery. I 
had to he destroyed? - Sometimes, but only should hesitate very much in giving it up. 
under yery strict cil'cumstances; not often. 4034. How would it be of use to have a station 

4014. ,''''cre there ever mist.1.kes made in cap- there in case of war ?-Put the reverse case. 
turing ships that turned out not to be slave ships? Suppose tbe French had it, our ships would very 
-I cannot recollect a single case. probably suffcr from i't. I am of opinion that 

4015. Lord Stanley.] \ Tessels have been although it is of no great advantage ow: having 
chased occi,sionally, I suppose, that turned out it, it would be much worse if we had not it. 
not to be slayers?- Very frequently; French 4035 . That is merely because we want to pl'O-
vl~~8els pal·t icularly. tect our other possessions in the neighbourhood; 

-Hl16. Chainnall.] Was there any usual dis- but, supposing that we hac1 no other possessions, 
guise which slave sJl ips assumed; did they pre- then, commercially speaking, do you think it would 
tcnJ to be whalel's?-Very often whalers; but be just as well in the hands of the French as the 
OU I' officers can always distinguish them; they English ?-Commercially speaking it matters 
ha,'e their own particular marks. very little. 

40 17. ,Yhat squadrous of other nations were 4036 . But so long as 'we have 'possessions on 
co-operating with you during your command ?- the ",7 est African Coast you think that we require 
Th" Americans very cOl'dially. a naval port to protect them ?-Certainly . 

.. 018. Was there no other ?- No. 4037. H ave you any opinion to give to the 
·10\9. W hat was the size of their squadron?- Committee with regard to the necessity of the 

It was "ery powerful, not in point of numbers, settlemen.ts up the river, such as ~1(Carthy's 
111lt in point of guns. Island ?-J see DO object in having a settlement 

-!010. 'rheir numbers were not so great as at n1'Carthy's I sland. 
yours I-Not i.n vessels, but larger in guns; they 4038 . Not for the protection of trade ?-I 
wel'c kCI,I entlrely at the South Coast. cannot see any use in it at all. I only look to 

.. 021. 1Vere tlley a bigger class of ships?- t he mouth. 
They were a large class. 4039. IIave you any suggestions to make with 

4022. ,Vas their speed greater than ours?- regard to improving the 'station at the mouth; 
Yos, the ir speed was greater. do you think a more healthy spot might be 

4023 . Do you think that thei r object was more taken at the mouth of the river, at the very 
for capture than Y0lli'S ?-Yes, lately they became headland ?-I cannot say that I know much 
very kecn about it. about it, but it is very possible that it might be 

4024. DId they make many captures?-Yes, so; there is a swamp behind Bathurst. 
they maclc two or three vcry valuable captures. 4040. I s the fort at the Gambia of any strength, 

4025. ,'Vas there any French squadron co- supposing there was such a thing as an attempt 
operating with you ?- No, the only French ship on the pa.rt of a great European power to take 
I eYer c:ame across was the commodore shjp. it ?-N ot the least; there are four or si.x guns in 
There were some sm~ll. vessels going from port the fort, which would be much better removed. 
to port, but never cl'msmg. 4041. As a fort it is useless ?-Perfectly usc-

.4026. Was their head quarters at Senegal, or less. 
did they make a station at Assinee ?-A little, 4042. You would hold it, I presume, as a 
but their &"re.'tt head quarters were either Goree ba.rrack for troops, a.s n. Government st.1"tion?-
on the Gaboon. Just as a military position. 

4027. What do you think is the principal object 4043. Bu t you would not "'ttempt to fortify 
of the French in holding Sencgal; have tlley it?-Certainly not. 
C?mmcrclOI views or military views ?-Military 4044. And even such a fort as there is there 
views I should say, certainly; they have a very you consider useless ?-Yes, I told the governor 
good and well onmnised force there. so at the time I was there. 

0.39 " Y 2 4045. The 
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Captain w. 4045. The Committee have had several sug­
Edmollstone gestions made to them tihat the governments on 

R.N., C.B. ' the West Africau Coast might be better con­
centrated at Sierra Leone, as they were Ol'igi-

11 May 'llally; have you formed any opinion with rega.rd 
1865. to that point 7-1 cannot say that I had until 

I saw Golonel Ord's r ecommend",tion. I cer­
tainly think that t here woulcl be some advantage 
init; but still you must look to the fact that all 
those settlements have different local interests. 

4046. But might not th",t difference of local 
jnterests, being on a very small scale, be at­
tended to by the lieutenant governor or the com­
mandants at the different stations ?-But I do 
not see what you woulel gain by that. 

4047. The proposition is that the Governor 
General should have aU the troops under him, 
and have a steam ship to enable him to com­
municate either personaUy or by sending troops 
when required; but the main feature is that the 
government should be concentrated there with 
a go'vernme.o:t on a la.rger scale than it now is at 
the other small ports; and it has been suggested 
t hat t.he general policy would in that case be 
more uniform; what is your opinion on thart 
subject ?- Some adva.ntage would be derived 
from that, but expense would be incurred in 
having constant communica,tion; we must have 
two or tbree steamers to be employed for notbing 
else hut going backwards and forwarus. 

4048 . .At the same time those steamers, going 
backwards and forwards, would assist in the work 
of the sCjuadron, would they not ?-Certainly; I 
do not see any objection to that. 

4049. H ave you any suggest1ion to make to the 
Committee with regard to the forts at Sierra 
Leone?-The forts at Sierra Leonc are valueless 
as they are now; before the Russian war broke 
out it was proposed to increase them, hut 1 can 
scarcely see much use in that. 

4050. You would leave them as they a.re?-I 
think there is very little use in t.he forts at all. 
, 4051. Tbe territo)·y that has been gradually 
occnpied around Sierra L eone has been so occu­
pied, chiefly for the purpose of raising a revenue, 
have you any suggestions to make with reo-a.1'd to 
the extension of' territory around Sierra. Leone? 
-Only to curta.il it as much as possible. 

4052. Are you acquainted with Liberia?- Not 
much; Captain Wildman was there in my time, 
for I sent him there. 

4053. The I Yory Coast, to t,he sout.h of Liberia, 
has never been a place for the export of slaves, 
has it?-No; but about three years ago I was 
told by a civil officer at Lagos tha,t he had seen, 
ancl had heard from good authority, that slaying 
was going on on t,hat coast. I took an early op­
portunity of sending the fastest yessel I had, t,he 
" Brisk," to examine that coast right down to the 
edge of the French settlement, and we could :find 
110 trace ",h rut.ever of t.he slave trade goi.ng on . 

4054. It has never been made a Cl'uisiDO' 
ground, nor has it been occupied ?-Never; ou~' 
cruisers never go there. 

4055. Can you assign any reason for there 
being no export of slaves there ?-I think it is 
mcl'c1y because .it is not a slave growing country. 

4056. It is the habit of the tribes not to deal in 
slaves ?-J ust so. 

4057. Going a little tLu<ther a,long the coast, elo 
you consider the forts on the Gold Coast to be 
necessary for the purpose of suppressing the slave 
trade ?-Certninly Dot; the [OFtS M'e useless. 

4058. You would propose that the posts sbould 

be kept up as settlements, but not fortified?_ 
Yes, t.he civil establishments; the forts are in a 
wretched condition. 

4059. Bnt supposing the other day that the 
king of Ashantee had been ",ble to come down to 
the coast and attack them, would not a place of 
some strength have been useful ?-Certainly, but 
that was what I trust may never occur again. 

4060. You think that we are safe from any 
attack ?-It ought to be our j:>olicy to avoid it. 

4061. Yon say tbat tbe forts are in a state of 
dilapidation ?-Frio-htful, but Cape Coast Castle 
is a very peculiar fort; everybody lives in it, in­
cluding the governor of the settlement; therefore, 
if there were not some guns there the governor 
for the time being would be powerless; but, at 
Accra, which is a much better place for trade, 
and also to live in, there is no fort; the fort is 
next to nothing, and useless. 

4062. Do you mean th",t you would bave one 
post forti£ecl where the governor resides ?-I 
sbould like to bave Accra myself. 

4063. Why do you select Accra ?-Because 
it is the best port on the coast; there is more 
trade, and it is a very superior place in every 
way. 

4064. Do you consider those settlements, such 
as tbey are, to have been effectual in stopping 
tbe slave exports rut other localities, situated at 
some little distance in the neighbourhood?­
Certainly. That strip of coast line is very 
valuable to us. 

4065. D o you tbink tbat we have jnst enough 
on the Gold Coast, or would you suggest tbat we 
should l1a,'e more; or clo you think, ha:ve we too 
many?-I should not say that we had too many. 

4066. You would not suggest that we should 
have more ?-No, certainly not. 

4067 . Do you consider the forts of use to the 
operations of the squadron when you were in 
command ?-Certainly not. 

4068. But did they not save your cruising 
over that coast ?-Certainly. 

4069. They relieved tbe squadron from cruising 
tbere ?- On the Gold Coast, where we bave a 
strip of coast line of 200 miles from one end to 
another, there is not a symptom of a barracoon, 
a,nd never has been in our time; but, at the very 
edge of Qui~tah, there is It man who to my know­
ledge has been It slave dealer for many years 
past. 

4070. Do you think that if the Englisb were 
to withdraw, the slaye trade would be revived?­
I think that it would give us extra labour in 
guarding tha.t coast. 

4071. The Committee bave had a suggestion 
made to' them, tbat depot sbips would be better 
than settlements on shore; what is yom' opinion 
on that point ?-I clo not think that they would 
answer the same purpose. 

4072. I think Lagos was taken possession of 
during the period of your command ?-It was. 

4073 . Were you on the spot at the time?-No, 
I was not ; but the order was sent to me to 
annex it. 

4074. From home?-Yes, from the Admiralty; 
it was a very positive order. I obtained infor­
mation of the place being annexed, and the order 
on the same day. I was in the" Congo" at the 
time. 

4075. Who effected the occupation ?-Com­
"mander Bedingfield anclActing Consul M 'Koskry, 

4076. He himself received orders first, which 
were so peremptory that he did not wait for your 

sancti01,l ?-
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8allction ?-Acting Consul 1YI'Koskry received ment of the lawn ?-Tbe King of P orto Novo 
orders and he communicated wit,h Commander had not fulfilled his treaty with us ; he had broken 
Bedi!lgfield; and Commander Bedingfield, from his t,reaty with the consu l, and he had defied us. 
his knowledO'e of the coast, thought that he was 4091. ,'Vhat was the nature of that treaty; 
merely CtLlT}~ ng out his orders by doing it a.t once, was jt simply for the slIp))l'ession of the slave 
antl not waiting for me. trade, ox did it ent.er into other matteI'S besides? 

4077. You were Commander Beding6elcl's - I t was bot.h, if I recollect righ tly. 
c:uperior, werc you not ?-1 was the commodore. 4092 . D o you recollect t he padicular point 

4078. But Commander Bedingfield considered which he refused to observe, which compelled 
the order to the consul rendered it necessary for you to bombard t he town ?-It was principaUy 
him to act at once?- Yes, he- thought that he his insolence to us, and defiance of the English 
wns carrying out his orders to the best of' his authority; it was so strong that, though I ob­
ability by so doing. jectetl very much indeed to the destruction of the 

4079. The orders from t,he Admiralty were to place, when I saw the D espatch, I made up my 
the t'onsul to seize the town ?- Yes, just so; to mind that there was no way of avoiding.it. 
annex it; the Foreign Office D espatch, which 4093. D o yon think, in fact, it was necessary 
I haye seen since, gives the reasons for that,!. for the security of the British merchants that this 

4080. Could you sta.te, generany,~n what J king's submission should have been enforced?­
grounds that order was made 1-It appears that I think so. 
lIlc,.r •. Campbell, Foote, and other consuls had 4094. It was necessary, not only for the sup­
recommended, both privately and publicly, from pression of the slave trade, but it was also neces­
time to time, that tlus place should be annexed, sary for the security of trade, was it?-Y es; I 
with a "icw to the complete occupation of Lagos; think it was at the time; he was the cou,sin of 
in fnct. I was always afraid of collisions taking the King of Dahomey, and a great slave 'trade 
place between King Docemo a.nd ourselves, but went on from that spot through t he Lagoons. 
1 was not consulted, so far as I can recollect. 4095. 'What was the result of that bombard-

40~ l. Did I lIndentand you to suggest that ment 1-Within a very short time after I de­
the reason Ilssigned for the seizure was that stroyed the place the French assumed the pro­
DoC'cnlO had f~iled to perform certain obligations? t ectorate. 
-Yes; he had failed to perform them fruthfully; 4096 . They did not long retain it, did they ? 

"hi::; goyernment was so lax, that we felt that we -I do not know. 
were in a false position. 4097 . You do not recollect the circumstances 

(082. "T as ihat laxity chiefly with regard to of their abandoning it 1-No ; that is since I left 
the snppression of the sla.ve trade ?-Yes, and the const. 
also that he would not carry out his treaty with 4098. Had the French occupied it twice 1-
us ; every day we were afra id of some collision. Not in my time; I am not aw·are. 

-l0~3. But what were the points in the treaty 4099. What was the immediate effect of the 
with regard to which he failed ?-It was with re- f bombardroent of POTto Novo; did it gain the 
gard to du cs, llnd so on. .... object for which it was done ?-Entirely . .. 

W8·!. t'ir Francis Baring.] ' ·Vill you be good / 4100. The submission of the king, and the 
enough to explain to the Committee what was the ~ observance of the treaty ?-The submission of the 
nature of those dues ?-Customs1 clues; it was king for the time entirely. 
trenry obligations generally. 4101. But, in the interval between t hat bom-

408.). Chairman.] Do you mean that he im- barclment and the occupation of P orto Novo by 
po..:cu Jiffcrent Customs' dues from those that he the French, did it bring Porto Novo under the 
was hound to impose by the treaty ?- No, I cannot authority of the British Government 1-I t hink 
say that. not; but I was not. there at the time. 

W8G. Cnn you give the Committee any general 4102. The king was left there 1-I-I e was left 
infnrm:1.tinll with regard to the comparative trade there. 
of Lagos hefore the seizure and afterwm'ds?- 4103. D o you think, generally speaking, taking 
I lI~ay ~a}' that one advantage which has been the whole length of your command from Little 
d.C'l'l\"cd dnl'iog the last two years by the occupa- Fish Bay to the Gambia, that tHe settlements on 
hon of Lngos 1S, that we have extinguished one shore are necessary to the operations of the 
great SOllrce of animosity in ICosoko; the French squadron, and for the suppression of' the slave 
were a]ways communicating with Rosoko, at trade, or do you think that the squadron could 
1')1l1mns; now that he has come under our rule in have done without those settlements in suppress­
Lago:<. he is very quiet, and the whole feud is put ing the slave trade?-Without having Sierra 
a. ~tor to <,ompletely; we are not DOW always in Leone for a commissaria.t, 'we could not have 
t('l'l'?l' A.S we used to be every clay, of Rosoko done that; as I said before if we bad not had an 
cOlUmg IU and destroyin~ things and annoying us establishlllen.t.on t he Gold Coast we should ~a"e 
at Lagos: th"t could not have bcen effected under all that ad,htJOl1al land to blockade; that IS a 
any' rule but that of ourselves; it could not have great advantage to us. 
becn done under Docemo. 4104. Yon would have required a larger 
. ·1087. You are aware thnt we ousted Rosoko squadron ?-Yes. 
tn IRSl , and set up Akitoye; do you suppose, 4105. With" larger squadron do you think 
ha:'I"~ that opinion of Kosoko, that if we ha,l that you would as efrectually blockecl the slave 
lctt hll11 al o~e, and in possession of the govern- trade with the squadron alone?- We must have 
mont. th?sc disturbances would not have occurred? dep'ots for commissariat purposes and for coals. 
-That" a question wruch I can hardly answer. 4106-7. How many such depots would be ne-

4088. You were present at the bombarclinO" of cessary for those purposes alone ?-Three, one at 
Porto Novo, were you not ?-Yes; I carriea it the bights, one in Sierra Leone, and one on the 
out. South Coast 1-~iVith regard to the operations of 

4089. 'Vhat year was that in ?-In 1861. the squadron, do you consider tl",t they were more 
4090. What was the justification of that treat- effectual in blockading the export of slaves from 
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Africa than tbey would have been if they had 4 127. I suppORe, as a matter of bea\t.b, it is 
been placed around the Cuban coast, and so stop absolutely necessary to keep the mcn from land­
tbe a"rival and landing of slaves ?-I t was for- ing.s mucb as possible ?-Certaiuly; we never 
m<,,;y my Impression tbat we sbould have done let tbem go on shore at nigbt, except at St. He­
better in Cuba, but Sir James Hope has tried it lena. 
anc,! it has not answeved; from political clifficul- 4128. You have said tbat tbe service Wad. not 
ties it seems we could not do it at Cuba. unpopular among the men j is the nmount of 

4108. On account of collisions with other prize-money taken sufficient to account for tbat ? 
nations?-Yes. - I think it partly is; I speak of a few years 

4109. Supposing tbe slave trade were sup- ago, when the ships were commissioned by volun­
pressed, do you think the squadron would still teering, and we never had a vessel for the coast 
be necessary on the W est African Coast?- Yes, that wanted men. 
c.rl;ainly. 4129. There was a prospect of active service, 

v 4110. For what purpose ?-For tbe pvotection which is always att,ractive when on a small scale? 
of trade, as a marine police. -Yes. 

4111. Yon think tl".t tbe presence of the 4130. Sir John Hay.] Is it not the case that 
squadron would be necessary as a protection.. the seamen in the Navy have a very great pre­
against pirates ?-Against pirates. ,/ fel'ence for small ships over large ones ?-Yes, 

4112. But for those purposes alone, the slave and warm weather. 
trade having ceased, you would not propose to 4131. Lord Stanley .r The climate is never 
maiul;ain so large a squadron ?--Certainly not. objected to as being too hot ?-No, I think not. 

4113. What. reduction would you sugooest 4132. The Committee have heard that the 
under those circumstances, there being no srave w speed of the slavers has of late very much in­
trade ?-I shonld not like to reduce it below 10. creased, and tbat they mostly use steam?-Yes. 

4114. Merely to enforce the orders of the 4133. According to your experience, are tbe 
consuls, to settle disputes among traders and vessels employed in t he squadron of sufficient 
to guard commerce against pirates?-Ye~. speed to capture them?- Certainly not; but 

4115. Sir John Hay.] Do you include the then it depends more on number than on speed. 
Cape in that number uf 10 ?-No, I would put 4134. In what way ?-I mean, thM if YO\l had 
l Oon the coast. more ,"cssels you could blockade the coast more 

4116. Lord Stanley .] Can you tell the Com- complctely, and by tbat means you would attain 
mittec anything with regard to the healthiness your object better than by haVing fewer and 
of the squadron when it was uuder your COffi- faster T"csscls. 
mand ?-I have not the statistical accounts by 4135 . You would ratber trust to prevent tbe 

Ime now, but 1 thiok it was about 30 in 1,000 on slavers coming out to catching them after they 
the average that were invalided. have come 011t?-Yes. 

411 7. But I presume that that does not repre- 4136. Bnt that must operate to diminish the 
sentthc whole amount of the mischief doue?- prospect ofprize-mo!!ey ?-Yes, very much. 
No, I think certa.inly not, their hea.lth is very 4 137 . It is a wearying and a disagreeable duty, 
much deteriorated. is it not ?-Yes, this anchoring is particularly 

4 118. :Men go away without being actual1y in- disagreeable; in the bight it is most irksome. 
'valided, but thcy are unfit for active service?- 4138. At the distance from the coa.st at which 
Just so ; vcry few officers come home, after three you nnchor, are you completely out of reach of 

. yearrs' service, who are not more 01' less the worse malaria? - I do not think that ID:alal'ia could 
for it. affect us at that distance. 

4119. How long is a vessel del;ained there 4139. 'Vhere is the slave trade mainly carried 
. w.ithout l'elief?-Three years. on at prcsent ?-In the Congo; the Congo is an 

4120. That is the maximum term?-Yes. incxhaustible source of the slave trade. It 'Was 
4121. Chairman.] Do you approve of that so in my time; it has becn rather change;i dllring 

term ?-No, certainly not; I should like to re- the last two years, but as fast as we blockade one 
duce it. part of the coast it breaks out at others. I be-

4122. Lord Stanley.] Would not a shorter lieve that at Benguela they are showing them­
term tell unfavourably on the efficiency of the selyes now. 
squadron in this way, namely, that you would 4140. \ '1itl\ regard to the sl;ations, I tbink I 
havc no officers there who had had considerable understood your evidence to be to this effect, that 
experience of the coast. 01', would you leave there is no such thing as a real fort along the 
a certain number of officers thcre, and transfer whole of the coast ?-Cape Coast Cas tle ha-s more 
them from time t.~ time to other vessels ?-No, the appearance of a fort than any other. 
I would not. Of course, there is tht obj ection, 4141. There is no fort which is really de-
but on the whole it would be better to relieve fensible if it were attacked, is there ?-No. 
them by shodening the. terill. 4 142. ThoRe fort8 that do exist are, except for 

4123. Sir John Hay.] Do you inclwle the the purpose of resistin~ any casual incursion of 
Commodore in that suggestion ?-No, because the mInnel tribes, whOlly useless ?-Cape Coast 
he can mO've about. Castle can defend the Government ngainstnative 

4124. You would look to the experience of the tribes, but for anytbing else it is perfectly nse-
Commodore to direct the others?-Yes. less. 

4 125. Lond Stanley.] You have stated that 4143 . Supposing that there were any attack 
the present maximum strength of the squadron on those settlements by sea, the defence must be 
is 15; of what size are the vessels, for the most wholly nil.val ?-Entirely naval 
part ?-In my time, there was one frigate, one 4144. For f,h. purposes of the squadron, I un­
corvette, two sloops, and the rest were gun- derstand that all you want is a dep&t ?-A dep&t 
boats. for coals, and a commissaria..t also. I should not 

4126 . For tbe most part they were small ves- like 110 withdraw from the Cape Coast line, as 
sels ?-Yes. th"t would give more land to blockade. 

4145. One 
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4145. One of th~se depots yo-~ wrould recom- 4160. It all depends on the character of the 
mend should be at SIerra Leone ?-l: es. officials ?- -Yes, there is no believjn~ them. One 

41<16 . Anu another one on the South Coast ?- Goveruor General of L oanda told me in t he 
Yes one at l,'crnando Po and one at L oando. I most solemn manner that he bad nothing to do 
put'it there myself, at Fernando .Po, .but it.has with it, and I found that he was concerned in it. 
been removed to the bights, which IS a h ttle 4161. L ord Stanley.] So long as the Por~u-
nJvre central. guese are not In earnest about the suppressIOn 

4 147. Do you think t hat there is any strong of the slave trade, do you think that any other 
feeliu" of jealousy on the Rart of the native tribes Governmeut can do it completely and effec­
to theO extension of the English- settlements on tually?-With regar.cLto the Portuguse Govern­
the coa.. ... t; have thev any idea that we, have a ment they always profess to be most strenuous 
design on the country?-I think that they are against it; it is the underlings who are so very 
certainly jenious of us. corrupt. 

4l.J8. tio that nlthough one object in going 416 2. Mr. Gregory.] I think you have stated 
there 18 simply for the suppression of the slave that even if the slave trade were put an enu to 
tracle and the civilisation of the conntry, it is you would require 10 ships for the squadron 1-
considered that we are there with some selfish Ahont 10. 
desi(rn ?-Yes, as feU" as we annex anr£ounQ'Y - 4 163. And you said that it was uot for the 
the}o ruways look very suspiciously upon us. mere sake of protecting British commerce, but 

4149. Do you think it would be possible, main- to be a police of the sea ·i-Yes. 
tain ing the existing centres of government, to 4164. Does t.hat suppose that the English are 
reduce considerably the territo~'y attaebed to to take upon themselves the exclusive police of 
cach, so as to hold as little inland territory as the sea ?-illerely with regard to our own tr~de . 
possible ?-I think so, certainly. 'With regard 4 165. When you spoke about putting down 
to Cape Coast, the protected territory extends piracy, you di el not mean that you eonsidereel that 
nearlv for 300 mile, and I think we could do would be the duty of England alone ?-Certainly 
away" with that. not; but our own trade is very valuable, and it is 

4150. l-Oll "'ould concentrate that at one clearly our duty to protect it . 
point ?-Ishnuld not withdrawfl'om the coastline. 4166. Sir Francis Baring.] You have men-

.... 1,; I, But that i a line which could be de- tioned that three years was too long for a ship 
fendeil lJv a naval force alone, you tlrink ?-Yes; to be on the coast without relief?-It would be 
bv a Dln'al force alone, and with a view of not better if they were relieved in less time, but I 
uiJliging us to blockade 'more coast than we can did not say exactly it was too long. 
help; because, where,er our jul'ibdiction does 4167. At one time the rule was that they were 
ext('u(l , it has the effect of keeping out the sla\'e relieved at the end of two years, was it not?-
deaiel':S. Yes, but it was never carried out, I think. 

~1';2. )lr. Cre.90ry.] You have stated that the 4168. Have you looked at all into the ques-
f01't nt the Gambia was in an extremely bad con- tion of whenher the change from two to three 
llition ?-The Gambia has no fort. I think there years has produced any bad effect ?-I cannot say 
arc six guns. that I have looked into the medical sta.tistics. 

11.;3. And it is perfectly useless as such ?-It 4169. Did I understand you to say that you 
is pCl'fcttly useless. are in favour of increasing the number of settle-

41.34. Is it your opinion that some kind of fort ments on the eoast?-Certainly not; but I should 
would be of any use at those posts, to resist not recommend you to give those settlements up. 
merely the attacks of the na,tives, that it would 4170. There has been a question whether, sup­
have the effect of overawing them ?-I t certainly posing L agos was wisely annexed, it was wise 
would ha,e tbat effect, particularly in this part with respect to Badagry, Palma and Leckie, to 
of Cape Coost, where the fort protects the gover- the possession of those points besides; have you 
nor; ill f:l<:t, tbe governor could not do without any opinion upon that point ?-For revenue PUl'­

the tiH·t UO"". But in the Gambia, the fort has poses that was necessary, I believe; I certainly 
lUcrely four or six guns, which are no use at all, should not like to llave them for any other 
.1Id I clo not thiuk they are required. reason; but if I could draw. line, I should say 

4 155 . Xot even against the natives?- No; I that Lagos and the adjacent shores (because you 
thiuk not. must haye both shores) would be all that I should 

41';0. Sir John Hay.] They point seaward, take. 
~o tbey not 1- Yes; and when they had a salute, 4171. But, with regard to putting an end to the 
It took half an hour to get the guns ready. v'slave trade, or promoting the civilisation, as it is 

415i. :Mr. Gregory.] I s the Congo blockaded called, of Africa, you do not see the necessity 
by ships at anchor at this moment ?- Not gene- of taking possession of BadaQ'l'Y, Palma and 
raUy,j they do anchor there, but not generally; L eckie ?-Certainly not; the on1yuseof Badagl'Y' 
the tl(le is very mpid. Palma and L eckie is to prevent the customs 

4158. 1Vould it be possible to occupy or anchor dues fa!lin" to them, and escapin O" La"os. 
at any points in that neighboru-hood which would 4172. Ibelieve you were pres~nt at the time 
~am up the lave trade ?-That would bring us when Docemos1 pension was settled, was that so? 
lUto collision with the Portuguese who claim the -Not altoO"ether; Docemo came to me to make a 
terl'itol'~, except a small point up to the mouth complaint ~fter the pension was settled. The 
of the Congo. treaty was signed when I was not on the spot, but 

4159. Mr. Chich,,·!e,. Fortescue.] I suppose when I came back a".in, six weeks after that, he 
that if the Portuguese were a::; much in earnest complained to me of ~ome grievance which I do not 
about the supp,-ession of the slave trade a.s we pay much attention to, and he said that he shopld 
arc, they could have suppressed it on their coast petition the Government; I said, of course, yon 
as effectually as we have done it on the Gold may do that, but I do not think he made any 
Coast ?-Certainly, if they were in earnest; and complaint on account of the pension beiDa- in-
here and there they are in earnest. adequate, he merely complained, as all those 
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- Y ery well treated. 
4174. But his kingdom was taken away 1-Yes. 
4175. But, wlth regard to the amount of the 

pension, the treaty stipulated that he should 
have a sum equal to his previous revenue; t,hat 
pal·t you did . not look at ?-1 did not look into 
tbat, it was the business of the Go,'ernor to do 
tbat. 

4176. I was under the impression from the 
papers in the Blue Book that you had ?-N 0, 

nothing more than this; this treat.y was signed 
without my being present at a.ll, and Docemo 
complained to me. Tbat is all I know. 

4177. You have seen a good deal of the natives, 
have you not ?-Yes. 

4178 . What is your impression of their capa­
bility of looking after their own affairs ?-They 
are very clever in their way up to a certain pitch, 
but they never go beyond a eertain range of 
intelJ ect. 

4179. Do you think that taking possession of 
Lagos has improved the character of the English 
in the n3!tive mind; do we stand higher now 

- thn we did before ?-1 sbould not think that it 
would make any difference. I do not suppose 
tbat they think much about tbat. 

4180. I have got here ce('taiu papers with a 
Despatch from Governor Freeman, in whieh he 
says: H In many of my D espatches I have pointed 
out to your Grace the little respect which the 
English name commands in these parts, and my 
fears that the contempt which the na-tivE's have 
for ou l' power ashore would lead us sooner 01' 

later in to a conflict with them:" that is in 1863, 
after the occupation of Lagos, is it not ?-I was 
not there at that t ime; th"t was after I left the 
coast. 

4181. Do you know anything of a pampblet 
written by a late seuior officer of one division of 
the IV est Coast squadron ?-No. 

4182. The most injurious part of the service 
to the health of the squadron consists of the 
operations iI\-shore, does it not?- Yes; entirely. 

4183. The natives are not injured hy that 1-
Not so much as we nre; but they are sometimes. 

4184. I see that this officer recommends the 
employment of a certa,in number of native boys, 
with a view of bringing them up for the Navy; 
and he suggests: that, if you could obta"in a cer­
tain number of those sailors to man the boats in 
the different. rivers and in the lagoons, it would 
be a great saving of life, and would also make 
the squadron more effective; have you considered 
that matter at all ?-The Kroumen do tbat duty. 

41 85 . But, in addition to the Kroumen, this 
officer makes that proposal ?-I should not like 
to recommend that, because I should not like to 
have negro boys. The Kroumen are the areat 
staff of' our service there. ° 

4186. They are very useful, but remarkably 
unintellectual, are they not?-Without tbe 
Kroumen we could do little or nothing; we 
should suffer dreadfully 

4187. They do all the heavy work1-They do 
all the heavy work, a,ud all the dirty work. 

4188. But they are a very unintellectual race, 
are they not ?- They have no religion, to begin 
with; they are very keen with regard to money 
matters particularly. They are the Jews of 
Africa; but I should not say tbat they were 
men of low intellect at all. 

4189. Tbe pamphlet to which I have been 
referring states that the Kroumtm are not quite 
fit for tbe duties of the more intelligent seamen, 
and have never been trained to the use of arms? 
- Never; a,t least, the orders were that they 
should not be. Sometimes they have been, but 
it bas been against orders. We make it a rule 
never to train them to the use of arms; but I 
should not like to have .. ny native boys, as a 
rule, in the service. 

4190. Not witb a view of tbeir being sailors 
afterwards ?-J ust so. I should not like to give 
an OplDlOU; I do not 'see my way. 

4191. :Mr. Cave.] Do you know the coast of 
Cuba well ?-No. 

4192. You have not been there ?-No; I have 
never been there. 

4193. I think you bave stated tbat Admiral 
Hope hacl taken no slave vessels at all ? -No; so 
I understood. 

4194. Yon have mentioned tbe difficulty that 
wnuld probably arise of interfering with the ves­
sels of otber nations?-Yes; a political diffi­
culty. 

4195. When we had a squadron there some 
years ago, did that difficulty arise witb the Ame­
ricans ?-Yes. 

4196. Did it arise with any other nation?­
IVith tbe Freuch, I tbink. 

4197. There was a difficulty witb the French, 
was there ?~I think 50. 

4198. But the difficulty witb the Americans 
has ceased, by a. treaty, now, has it not ?-Yes. 

4 199. I suppose that difficulty ar ises from our 
overhauling empty vessels on suspicion ?- Yes, 
the difficulty is to ascertain the flag. 

4200 . But tbere is no difficulty in a vessel 
loaded with slaves ?-Not tbe lea~t if you bave a 
treaty with tha.t nation. 

4201. But, then, is it not the fact tha,t a real 
slaver has no flag at all?-Not always, but if tbey 
boist the flag of a nation with which you have not 
a treaty then the difficulty arises. 

4202. A slaver generally displays the flag of 
some nation with wllich you have no treaty, 
when chased ?-No; a treaty exists with nearly 
every nation. 

4203. The French nation is the ouly one with 
whiob you h",ve no treaty?-Yes. 

4204. But is it not the fact that . Iavers now 
generally sail under the French flag ?-They did 
when I left the coast, a.nd I bad to overhaul them, 
and I got into a very serious correspondence with 
the French commodore. 

4205. But wben a vessel has slaves on board, 
and is captured, she throws her colours over­
board, does she not ?-Not always, hut generally. 

4206. The danger would be in overhauling 
empty vessels with no slaves on board; but when 
a vessel has slaves on board you can alway~ell 
that, by getting to leeward, the smell is so unmis-­
takeable, is not that s01-1 do not think that, 
because they keep them down pretty close; you 
must be very near to discover them in that way. 

4207. Do you know whether the course of the 
fair traders to Cuba is the same as the course of 
the slavers, generally; is thel'e much fair trade 
from the coast of Africa to Cuba ?-Not much, I 
think. 

4208. I suppose the course offair traders would 
be rather from the northward, from the Amel·ican 
coa~t ? -Yes. 

4209. That would be diametrically opposite to 
the course of tbe slavers ?-J ust so. 

4210. One 
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4210. One of the di fficulties which .,rose with ta.inly; whereyer they are employed up the Captain W . 
r egard to Cuba was in consequence of taking an ri\~e r8 they suffer in consequence. . 
empty vessel coming out of flavanna., was it not ? 4224. You agree wi th Sir F reder ick G rey 
_[ do not recollect. . that t his hlg h rate of mortali ty is rath er due t o 

42 11. "\Vith regard to anchori,ng the squ~drOll , wor k in cases which the vessels might be caneel 
I believe t ha t the slave t,rade IS now carned 011 upon to interfere, in quarrels and dispu tes, qu ite 
on the coast 11Y very fast steamers ?- Yes, in the i rrespective of tJ1C suppression of tbe slave trade? 
bights. - If the crews could be kept away from the r ivers 

4212. Which lie off some dista.nce, and send and in the open sea" we should have much less 
boats on shore ?-Yes. Our-obj ect is to keep " sickness; I lnay men tion one single case with 
the barracoons constantly in sight; our boats are ~'egard to P O,rto Novo : I Jtook 300 men up t here j 

constant ly pnssing backwards and 1 0r\~"a r~s . The It was beau uful weather , and camel back on ,the 
object is to keep t he barracoons well In slght and ten th day; and, although we had ~ot one man sl.ck, 
weIl lD hand at a distance of from t wo to three 60 111en dropped ; .t hat was entirely from bemg 
miles j that is the system now purs~led by . the emplo):ed, u p the lTvel'. . . 
squadron . That was not the case lD my time, 1 4220 .. Those .occupatLOns up t he fl vers a ~'e not 
and is now so only in the bights. _ _ occupnrtlOns wInch are due to t~e suppressIOn of 

42 13. But under that system would "it not be th~ slav~ trade, are they?-Y es., !hey are : in 
possi ble for t he slaves to be moved f rom the b~r- t hiS particular c!1se that was so,; It .1S not always 
racoons by land to some point to which the fast the case; sometunes we go up the rIvers to settle 
steamers could be sent after them ?-Yes, quite disputes. 
possible' they cret them in a most astonishincr way 4226. \~T ould you say that the occupa.tion up 
from aU'parts ~f the coast. <:I the rivers was mainly in those extraneous· inter-

4214. Do yon then think that t he accounts fel'ences, or should you say that it was due gene­
that we have r eceived of the diminution of the rally to matters which are connected directly with 
slave trade from this coast can be relied upon ?- the slave trade ?-The slave trade is the main 
T hey can be in the bights. I am qu ite satisfied o"?j ect of course j but ~n t~e. r iv.cl's and ill the 
that there is no shipment which bas taken place bIghts, generally speaklDg, It IS wlth regard t o the 
d uri ll~ th e last 10 or 12 months, particul arly merchants' quarrels. 
from Lacros. 4227. You would say, that the merchants' 

4216. 1:s it possible t hat we can obtain l'eliable quarrels, wh ich might happen wb ether t here was 
informa.tion from other parts of 'the coast?- any slave t rade or not, are the chief occupation 
Quite possible. T he part · of th e coast to which in which the (~ueen's ships go up t he r ivers?­
our attention should be directed is south of L o- :Most decidedly. 
ando, at a place called B enguela, and north of 4228. If it were not for that kind of occu-
::;ierra Leone. pation, do you think th",t the W est Coast Station 

4216. L et me ask you whether you do not wou ld be a more unhealthy sta¢ion, for instance, 
th ink that slayers can get away frequen tly with t han t he China Sta,tion or th e W est Indian S ta­
cargoes on board, not only withOut our being able t iOD ?- I should say certainly not. 
to in terccpt them, but wi thout our know ing it? 4229. L ord Alfred Churchill.] D o you think it 
- Yery rarely. I think there are very few would be possible to organise a marine police by 
,·('~scls we could not g ive some account of. which you could na"igat e those rivers for the 

4217. I s it not t.he case that a slave vessel p urpose of making arrangements -with the mel'­
sometimes only makes one voyage, and is de- chants and others 1-When there is fighting going 
stroyed afterwards? - That may occur, but it is on I would not trus t the K roumen. 
not likcly; in fact I think we can give an ac- 4230. W ould you not t r ust them if they were 
('ount of almost every vessel that gets away; ,,"re headed by E uropeans ?-No, certainly not. 
ought to do it. 4231. Mr. Gregory.] You have stated that we 

4218. But sti ll you find, from tin,e to time, an can preserYe the health of the blockading squa­
outbreak of the slave t rade in a place t hat sur- dron, if we never allow the men to land ?-Neyer 
lwi::e::; you ?-Yes. ~ at night; never to sleep on shore. 

42 19. That may go OD) and shipments of slaves 4232. :Mr. ChichesteT Fortescue.] You were 
take place three or foul' times before you find it asked just nO"rlT, whether you thought the English 
out, may it not ?-Yes ; but hardly ever a ves- character had suffered in those parts from the 
sel gets away but what you hear of her; it is occnpation of Lagos, and I understood you to .t:ter she has gone, perhaps, but still you hear say, that you did not think it had ?-I think not. 
ot hel'. 4233. Let me read the whole of t he passage, 

4220. You think that t he F oreign Office R e- part of which was read jnst uow, from the Despatch 
turns really do exhau st t he number of those ves- of Governor F reeman : " I n many of my Des­
s?ls ?-Yes, they give us a O'reat deal of inform a- patches I have pointed out to your Grace the 
hon Ycry much to be depended upon. . l it t le respect which the English name commands 

422 1. Mr. l11ills.] I understood you to state at present in th ese parts, and my fears that t he 
that t he shortcomings of the P ort uguese were contempt which the natives have for our power 
due to the cOllni va nces of the underlin gs rather ashore would lead us sooner or later into a con­
t han to the Go"ernmeDt?-J:.~es. fI ict with t hem. :iYl y worst anticipations have 

4222. And not merely to carelessness, but to been fulfilled; for the people of Epe, a town on 
bribery or other similar influences ?-Yes; they the lagoon, where l I er :Biajesty's ship' Iuvesti­
cannot be trusted. crator' can r un in within 20 yards of the shore, 

4223. Sir F rederick Grey, in his eyidence, haye openly defied us;" should you think that 
told us t~ at, in his opinion, the high per-centage the governor lneant that respect for the English 
of mortalI ty among t he squadron was mainly due power was at a low ebb, and not for the English 
t~ the employm~nt of the Queen's ships in se\'- character?-The English power; t he English 
VIces up the 1'1ve1'S, which were irrespective of authority, I should say. 
the sl"'e trade; do YOll concur in that ?- Cer- 4234. D o you knolV much of the state of things 
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at Lag~s, before we took possession of it?-Not 
paTticularly; I was not very much on shore. 

4235 . I suppose you h",ve a general know ledge 
of the state of t hings there . Let me read to 
you It few lines from a Despatch of Consul B1'Ond 
to Lord John Russell in April 1-860, which de­
scribes the state of things "t that time : "Lagos 
at present may be said to have no government. ; 

{there is no effective pI:.otection to property, no 
mode of enforcing the payment of debts appiic­
able to Europeans, and the wonder i,s that. in such 
a state of things there are so few disturJ:.ances. 
The presence of the' Brune,' inefficiently manned 
as she is by 25 Kroumen, if not a source of 
secmity is at least the symbol of protection, and 
I believe the remoyal of that vessel would at 
present be viewed as an invitation to internal 
disorder and externn.l assault. No armed force 
could be raised through the aid of the civilised 
portion of the community without an independent 
governing authority whom the various jealous 
sections might respect. .l\..gain, this consulate 
exercises at present a feeble, irregular, and irre­
sponsible jurisdiction over a variety of judicial 
policc, and even administrative matters, which 
have gradually been pressed wjthin the range of 
its action, which occupy nearly the whole of the 
consular officer's t ime, but which have no relation 
whatever to a CODdul'S ordinary duties. His 
jurisdiction has been acquiesced in by the various 
sections as matter of necessity.!' Do you con­
sider that those pas~ages truly describe the state 
of t.hi.ngs there?- Yes. Consul Brand carne to 
me about it almost at the time that was writ.ten. 

4236. Then, afterwards, Lord John gussell 
writes to Consul Foote in these terms, on the 
22d of June 1861: "Her Thhjesty's Govern­
ment would be most unwilling that the establish­
ment of British sovereignty at Lagos should be 
attended with a.ny injustice to Docemo, the 
present chief of the island; but they concei\7c 
that as his tenure of the island, in point of fact, 
depends enljrely upon the continuance of the 
protection which has heen afforded to him and 
his predecessor by the British naval authorities 
since the expulsion of I(osoko; no injustice will 
be inflicted upon him by changing t.h is anoma.lous 
protectorfllte into an avowed occupation, provided 
his material interests are secured." Is that, as 
far as you r know ledge goes, a correct statement 
of Docemo's position ?-I think so, quite. 

4237. I see that Commander Bed~llgfield, 
spea.king of t.he occupation of Lagos, uses the 
words : "1~he occupa~ion of' Lagos, with a. proper 
force on the l<1goon, WIll do more to suppress the 

J slave trade than aU the ships we cCHlld muster 
u.long the coast." Do you agree with that?­
That is spea.king very strongly, but it has had 
that effect; from Lagos thc lagoons are the great 
channels of communication for slaves, and if we 
can only get at the head-quarters of the slaves, 
which we have done by occupying Lagos, we 
check it at Porto Noyo aud Badagry, but not on 
all the other parts of tbe coast. 

4238. But substantially you agree with Com­
mander Bedingfield ?-Quite. 

4239. I sUl'pose you are awarc that Lagos, at 
the £rst startIng, has been greatly hampered and 
injured by destructive native wars in the adjoin­
ing territories ?-Yes. 

4240. Are you aware tlw,t those wars hacl 
hegun for a considerable time before our occupa­

, tion of Lagos ?-Certainly; in my time they were 
going on. 

4241. They were not in nny way caused or 
'provoked by our occupatioD of' Lngos ?-I should 
say certain I y not. 

4242. Letmere~dyou a Despatch from Captain 
~lulljnel', who was then actingpoyernor, and who 
paid a visit to Abeokuta in lVlil)' 1863. He had 
a conversation with the Bashorum of Abeokuta; 
and Cuptain Mulliner says, in his Despatch: 
" He assured me that all robberies anti destruc­
tion of property, siDce the removal of the blockade, 
were done ignorantly, and that it ,,,as a custom 
with them, in order to recruit the army, to destroy 
all trades, property, and as it were drive them to 
war; that this was the case especially with regard 
to the 1'1 uuders on the ri vel'; that if hc allowed 
trading, there would be no soldiers; and assured 

f me, in the most solemn ma.nner, that as soon as 
possible, and when the war with Iba(hn was 
fiuished, which has been going on DOW three 
years, he would remove cycry obstacle in the 
way of trading, and open the roads. He beggecl 
me for the prescnt not to allow merchants to go 
to Abeokuta with goods as he could not be re­
sponsible for their safety." Are you aware, con­
sistently with that statement, that the Egbas 
had then been for some time stopping the trade of 
the Ogun?- Yes. 

4243 . Sir Francis Baring.] I have here a Rcturn, 
presented from the Foreign Office, from which 
it would "ppear that in 1853 t.he total number of 
slaves exported worc 2,500 from the whole of the 
vVest Coast, aud that is the lowest number that 
ha.s ever been exported according to this Ret.urn ? 
-That is so, according to the Return. 

4244. ''Vill yon just run your eye oyer theRe­
turns of other years, and tell me whether you 
find that in any other year, either before or since 
the occupation of Lagos, the export has been so 
low, taking the whole of the coast altogether?­
No, it certa.inly has llot. 

4245 . It was at its lowest ebb in 18531-
Yes. 

4246. It subsequently increased, and it is no \v 
reduced a6ain ?-Yes. 

4247. So far as the occupation of Lagos is con­
eel'ned, the number was lower when it waa not in 
our possession than it had bern since it has been 
-ill our possession ?-I cannot answer why it should 
be so, but certainly the Returns bear that out. 

4218. The t.rade of Lagos, at the time it was 
~not in the British possession; was increasing 
la.rgely ?-It was. 

4249. And since that time it hllB fallen off, has 
it not?-Yes ; but the wars must certainly ac­
count for that-

4250. But you have 1;aid that the wars existed 
before we occupi.ed Lagos; in spite of those 
wars, trade had largely increased when it was not 
ours, and when it was ours trade decreased?­

~The wars must havc had a great deal to do ..JYith 
it. The wars have been very serious during the 
last three years. They have been wOl'se than 
they were before. 

4251. Do you reany think that ollr inter­
ference and occupation of Lagos has not aggra­
vated those wars ?-I think that our iufluence 
would have been just the "ame whether we had 
occupied Lagos or not,; or, in other words, if we 
did aggravate those wars we should have clone 
just the 8ame if there had been a consul there 
instead ora governor, because the sanle influence 
would have been going 00. 

4252. Thc fee ling bet.ween Abeokuta and 
Lagos (without saying which was in fanlt) has 

heeD 
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been yery much changed, has it not?- Yes, 
Consul Foote went to the Abcokutans. and he 
fancieu that they were our friends; we found 
afterwards thnt he was mistaken; they applied 
/:lc\'cral times to me for arms and guns, and I 
gave them to them. 

4256. Sir Francis Barin.q. ] Do you not find a C.Dtain W . 
complaint made by the English governor, that Ed~onst{)'M, 
the Abcokut"n. did not apply e",rly enough for It.N., c, •. 
assistance, a.nd that it was in consequence of their 
j ealousy of the English that they did not apply? 
-I knolV that they elid apply at one time. 

4253. For wha.t purpose ?--To protect them 
:;)fJ'u,inst D ahomey. 

b 4254. Consul Foote applied for them I sup­
pose ?-Yes; the application came in the usual 
shape. 

4255. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] They, having 
been accll::>torncd to our assistance against Da­
homey, expccted that we should assist them 
against their other e n CIlllCS, and were very much 
annoyed when we remained neutral ?-Yes. 

425 7. Mr. Mills.] Do you know whether t he 
A beokutans did or not su pply themselves with 
arms and amm UD t iOQ from F rench traders, at 
Porto Noyo, iu order to defend themselves from 
Dahomey; did you ever hear th.at said ?-No, 
and 1 do not believe it . 

4258. Sir Francis Baring.] T hrough Badagry 
they did, did they not ?-It is possible, but I cou ld 
not prove it. 

Captain ANDREW CLARKE, R. E . ; ca.lled in, a,nd Examined. 

4259. Chairman.] You are an Officer of the , a degree 1-I fancy t hat this is due to the trade 
Royal EnO'ineers ?-Yes. being p:cincipally in the ground nut, which is al-

4260. You were sent out by the War Depart- most exclusively in tho hands of the F,·ench; 
ment to report upon the defences on the "\V est there is a larger demand for it in France than 
Coast of Africa?-Yes. in England; they employ it very larO'ely in man-

42G 1. What is the most northern settlement of facture in Marseilles and the south of F rance. 
tbeDriti::;b ?-The mostnorthel'n settlement is the t.1272 . What are its disadvantages as a military 
Gambia. station ?-The navigation of the coast and ap-

4262. ])0 the English claim any position north proaehes to the river are difficult from the low­
of the Gambia ?-1'here was a disputed claim ness of the land j but, this difficulty once SUl'­
with the French as to Portend ie, wh:i.ch was ar- mounted, the banks of t,he river aod shores of St. 
ranged hy the Treaty of 1857, England relinquish- Mary's Island are so accessible that any effectual 
ing bel' exclusive right of trade and the French scheme of defence would involve enormous 'out-
ceding Allreda, on the Gambia, to England. lay. 

4263 . Portendic is north of the French settle- 4273. Those disad,-antages are natural elisad-
ment, Senegal, is it not ?-Yes. vantages arising from the feat-ures of the land? 

4264. To what extent do the British Govern- -Yes, entirely. Besides that, it is ahout the 
ment assert any right to Portendic ?-They now most unhealthy spot on the W est Coast; the town 
only assert the righ t of trading, though the local itself is very badly situated. The actual site of 
chiefs st,ill hoist the English flag, a.nd assert that the town and barracks is on a low sandy point of 
lhey are Brit.ish subjects; hut upon this point land, partially reclaimed from the Mangrove 
I am not very well informed. Marsh, which surrounds it. 

4~65 . Portendic is from time to time visited 4274. To what extent should you call it at 
by British men-of-wa.r, ia it not ?-Yes, I be- present fortified against any kind of attack ?-It 
Heve so. is utterly without defence. 

42G6. Thcre is no British establishment t here, 4275 . You think that it is utterly without de-
ia tberc7-Nonc, No traces of the former fort fence, not only against the attack of a civilised 
o,r sett lement remain. The only signs of habita- power, but against an attack of the natives 7-
tlOll,,·e.the t emporary huts of the Moors, who live The small defensible barracks at Cape St. Mary 
by tradinO" ~n gum or fi sbing. are advantageously , situated for defending the 
. 4267. Will you be kind enough to state what settlement against native attack, and, with some 
18 y?ur opinion with regard to the Gambia as a slight additions, would be sufficient to resist ag­
Bl'ltlsh settlement ; is it useful for the purposes gression; a,nd, at Bathurst, for security against 
of t~a~c ?-Yes; it is a good trading position, native attack, it would only be requisite to make 
but It. IS principuily in the hands of the French; the present barracks and stores defensible agn.inst 
they com mand nearly the whole of the trade of musketry. 
the Gambia. 4276. We have heard evidence ii'om Captain 

4268. In what way would you think the Burton that the tribes ahout there are becoming 
Gtu~bHt a good trading position?- The river, more powerful by the infusion of iVlussulman 
ha\'l!lg a ,course of800 nules, is navigable far into blood; supposing that to be true, should you 
the mtel'lor, and thus brings down the produce think that the fortifications are such as will stand 
of the country On ei ther sidc for seyeral hundreds against any probability of a native attack?­
of lUlles. vVere the native races to hecome opposed to Eu-

4269. ~ut is not the navigation about the ropean colonisation and adopt an aggressive policy 
mouth .of t he river yery difficul t ?-It is an the settlement would he very open to attack, 
Uliccrinm rlve~ to make in consequence of the owing to the newly acquired territory ou the 
low lanel and lU consequence of the fogs; but I mainland borderino' on tribes constantly at war 
can 1~:U',dly call it a difficult river. As a IDilitary among themselyes~ and to the facility for landing 
po.t It IS utterly valueless. on the shores of the island. In such case the 

4~70. nIl'. Chichester Fortescue, ] You lUean as present fortifications would llot be equal to the 
:lga~n~t a foreign power ?-Yes. occasion, and extensive works and heavy cxpen-

.j.1~(1. Ch~{il'man.] Supposing it to be a good diture would be needed to afford compara.tive 
tra! mg" li'.tatlOn for English trade, how do you security. 
acrount for the trade haviu" developed to so small 4277 Is it capable of fortification ?-It is 
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quite capnble of fortiflcation a"ainst native 
attack if there were Europeans to defend it. 

4278. Is it capable of fortification ao-ainst a 
civilised power?-Yes,at a great expens~, which 
it is not advisable to incur. 

4279. If it was to be so fortified a"aiust an 
attack of a civilized power, what poifrt ~hould be 
fortified; is it Cape St. Mary?-Cape St. Mary 
I should rather take up as a position. 

4280. Do you conceive it pl·obable that any 
foreIgn power would be likely to be ambiLious of 
possessing the Gambia ?-The French might 
occupy it to protect their own trade, but they are 
the only people who are likely to wish for it 
under any circumstances. 

4281. S"ppose it to be obtained by the French, 
could they hold it without supremacy at sea?­
No, I think not. 

4282. Its safety depends, in fact, in the hands 
of u>ny p0wer on supremacy at sea?- Yes, on 
supremacy at sea. 

4283. Now, isit your recommendation that the 
fortifications should be improved, or that they 
should be left a. they are ?-I would recommend 
that a .mall battery should be placed there to 
protect it against insult, and from privateers 
coming in ; nothing more. 

4284. Should you recommend any improve­
ment in the barracks ?-The barracks are in such 
a wretched state, and so insufficient in point of 
accommodation, that to build new ones would be 
as economical as to improve those already in exist­
ence. There is no room for their extension on 
their present site. 

4285. You propose that there should be new 
barracks?- Yes, I do. 

4286. Upon Cape St. Mary?- Yes. I should 
make Cape St. Ma.ry a military position. 

4287. ,Vbat height is it above the level of the 
sea; is it 600 feet?-Not.hing like that. 

4288. Two hundred or 300 feet ?-I think 
about 50 feet. 

4289. I s its height above the sea enouo-h to 
make it comparatively healthy ?-Comparatively 
healthy. 

4290. I s Fort Bullen on the opposite shore 
sufficient to protect that pOl,tion of the rio-ht 
bank of the river which the Encrlish hold ao-ari,st 
native aggression ?-Quite. 1:::> 0 

4291. You propose no improvement of Fort 
Bullen ?-None whatever. 

4292. What is your recommendation with re­
gard to M'Carthy's I sland ?-I should recommend 
ItS a.bandonment. 

4293. On what grounds do you recommend its 
abandonment ?-On the ground that it is a most 
u~hcalthy place .. As a military post it is devoid 
of natural. 01: artl£i c~al defence, .a~d . by its very 
weakness InVItes natlVe attack; It 18 Isolated and 
d.istant from any so~rce of supply ; though osten- . 
slbly for the protectIOn of trade up the river, it has 
no power to enforce this object. The tribes 
around it are S!lways at war: amongst themselves, 
and select this part of the river as their battle 
ground. Shots are said, on more than one occa­
sion, to have passed through the barracks. I re­
commend either to abandon the post or strengthen 
the garrison, and the latter course would involve 
an outlay of at least 3,000 Z. 

4294. H as the present garrison ever been in 
danger, or found itself too weak 1-It has found 
itself in tbe face of hostile tribes too weak on 
one 01' two occasions j it has been a source of 

anxiety over and over again, but no insult bas 
ever been offered. 

4295. Is it your proposal if it were nban_ 
doned that there should be any gunboat or 
means of communication with the interior station 
at the mouth?-Yes. To protect what trade 
ther:e is it might be advisable to send an armed 
vessel occasionally up the river. 

4296. Have they a gunboat there ?-There 
is a small paddle steamer under the control of the 
Government of the settlements. The expense is 
borne by the Imperial Government. 

4297. Is the island of Bulama fortmed?­
No. 

4298. The possession of Bulama is at this 
moment disputed between the English and the 
Portuguese Governments, is it not ?-That is an 
open question; I do not think that it is being 
pressed at all. 

4299. Do you consider the occupation of Bu­
lama by the English Government important?­
Certainly not. 

4300. Will you make the same remark with 
regard to Isle de Los ?-That i. abandoned alto­
gether; there is no occupation. 

4301. Nor is it desirable to have anv occupa-
tion in it?-No. ~ 

4302. What is the state of the fortification of 
Sierra Leone ?-There is nothing at Sierra Leone 
worthy of the name of a fortmcation. Of the 
existing works Fort Thornton is in the best repair, 
and in the best position for defence against a 
maritime power. 

4303. What is the number of batteries on the 
Freetown peninsula?-There are nve. 

4304. Are they in an effective state ?-No. 
4305. If they were restored, such as they are, 

would they be good against any attack except by 
the natives ?-The restora.tion of these works 
would render them effectual against attacks by 
maritime powers only if done in connection with 
a large genera.! scheme of defence; this would 
lead to present and heavy permanent expenditure 
which would not be repaid by the results gained. 
Any such attack is improbable; but I think .that 
Sierra Leone should be supported by other de­
fences, and I should therefore propose an addi­
tionaJl work on Cape Sierra Leone. 

4306. Besides those five batteries ?-I should 
reeommend the abandonment of those batteries, 
with the exception of Falcon Bridge, or East 
Battery, and Fort Thornton. These I would 
retain, and I propose the construction of a new 
battery. 

4307 . Yon would propose a new battery, of 
greater strength 1-Y es; of grearter strength and 
more heavily armed. 

4308. The Committee have had several re­
commendations to concentrate all the British 
Governments on tJle ,Vest African coast at Sferra. 
Leone; is it with that view at all that you would 
recommend to strengthen the fortifications?­
:~·rot specially with tha.t object in view; but more 
regarding Sierra Leone as a coalinO' station and 
nnval depot.. The French are strengthening 
Goree and Dakkar very much at present) making 
it a naval establishment. It. is a question of our 
not being able to coal at St. Vincent. It would 
be necessa.ry to have some port on the Atlantic, 
and Sierra Leone is the only one which offers 
the necessary facilities for such a naval esta­
blishment. 

4309. You would do this solely with a view to 
a coal 
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It coal depot ?--~ es, solely 10 make a small naval 
establishment of It. 

4310. Have you proposed the enlargement of 
the barracks?-Very considerably. 

4311. Would the barracks, enlarged a~ you 
propc.se, be sufficient for the Governo~' Gen.eral 
cvncentrating all the troops th~re ,WhlCh IIDght 
be required on the West AfrIcan coast any­
wbere ?--Jt depends entirely on your policy on 
the West African c.oa~t. 

4312. You know about the present strength of 
the troops commanded hy British officers on the 
West Coast?-Yes. 

4313. Would the harracks that you propose 
take them all in ?- No. 

4314. So that if there wa~ one Governor Ge­
neral, and if all the troops were concentrated 
there, we should want considerably l:il:ger bar­
racks?-Very considerahly larger. At present 
the barrack accommodation and offices are totally 
inadequate. 

4315. Are the positions of the hatteries healthy? 
- No, for their sites are low. The barracks at 
FreeTown are in a healthy position, comparatively 
speaking. Still better sites might be selected on 
the ranO'c of mountains close to Sierra Leone. 
4316~ Would that new battery which you pro­

po,e be in a healthy position ?- N 0, I think it 
would Dot make much difference. 

4317. 'Would it be free from malaria?-It 
would be further removed from it. 

4318. I s tbe channel at the mouth of the Sierra 
Leone river safe?- Yes, it is a safe channel about 
a mile in breadth, though the entrance is difficult. 
Currents set in various directions, and great care 
is necessary to avoid the dangers of its navigation. 

4319. I s there nota lighthouse i- Yes. 
4320. I s that a dangerous point ?-No. Car­

pentor's Hock, 800 yards north-west of the Cape, 
on which the lighthouse stands, is a dangerous 
reef. 

4321. I s the new batteI'y which you propose 
near the mouth of the river ?-It is on the head­
land, OIl t he southern shore of the mouth of the 
Sierra Leone river. 

4322. Do you consider that attacks from the 
natives are so probable that they should be pro­
vided against ?-No. 

4323. All your propositions, then, are aO"ainst 
a maritime attack for the purpose of se~ring 
a coal depot at Sierra Leone? - Y e5, at Sierra 
Leone. 

4324. Do you consider Sierra L eone a good 
trading station; is it commercially advanta~eous? 
-Not very, but still I think it may be looked 
upon as the only point on the coast where our legal 
trade has at all prospered, from the oil rivers up to 
Goree on the west; it ought to have a very good 
trade, although it has not. 

4325. 'What have you found generally to be 
the condition of Freetown; does it look like a 
~iving place ?-Though not apparently a thriv­
Ing place it presents facilities for improvement. 

4326. Why should it be in so slovenly looking 
and deserted a state ?-I suppose it is from the 
want of energy in the character of the people. 
. 4327. To what do you attribute the languish­
lIlg trade and the dirty state of Freetown, which 
you consider naturally a O'ood tradwa sta,tion ?­
The whole of the country at the ba~k of Si;rra 
L eone IS a very thinly populated country; it is 
poor SOli ill mountainous country; there is not 
very much produce ther., 'I. do not think t.here 
are any other causes. 

0.39. 

4328. Why should you propose to provide 
Sierra Leone against maritime attack; do you 
think it is likely that a forei~n power would be 
anxious to possess it ?-In making it a naval depot 
w here there would be large stores of coal and 
provisions., and possibly a repairing station for 
vessels, it would be desirable to take certain pre­
cautions a&ainst attack by a single vessel or a 
small squadron. 

4329. Supposing we wanted one naval station 
in that part of the world, would it be any rrreat 
injury to British interests that the others s}~ould 
fall into the hands of the French ?- None what­
ever. 

4330. When you visited the Gold Coast could 
you ascertain what boundaries the French assert 
for their settlement?- There is generally an un­
defined idea that north of Assinee is the boundary 
of the protectorate. 

4331. Are there any natural features which 
indicate the houndary to the north ?-The river 
runs for some 160 miles, I think, west., and then 
takes a turn nearly at right angles to i!S first 
course. 

4332. I s there any distinct boundary to the 
north between the protected tribes and the king­
dom of Ashantee i-Yes, the river Prah is sup­
posed to be the boundary, but there is no real 
definition of the boundary. 

4333. The tribes in the protectorate are very 
numerous, and were all once tributary to the 
King of A shantee, were they not ?- There are 
a great number of tribes. 

4334. Theywere aU once, more or less, trihutary 
to the King of Ashantee, were they not i-Yes. 

4335. At the close of the war with Holland, 
when the dispute was between the Dutch and the 
English, the English at first retained only one 
fort on the Gold Coast, did they not; I mean 
Cape Coast Ca~tle ?- Yes. 

4336. Do you think it has been for the interest 
of the En~lish to multiply its forts there ?- No. 

4337. V o you think it has been rather to the 
injury of the English to retain them, and that 
they would have heen much better off if they had 
not retained them ?-I think so, the history of the 
whole of the forts must he looked at ; we were 
contending with all the other maritime powers 
at the time; the forts pad little or nothing to do 
with the natives, they were originally built to 
repel attacks by rival neighbours. 

4338. The struggle was between the different 
European powers?-Y es; between different Ew'o­
pean powers; and not only so, but between the 
settlers themselves, who waged war against each 
other when the mother countries were at peace. 
Indeed, I have seen, at Cape Coast Ca~tle, treaties 
between the Dutch and English Governorsmaking 
arrangements for peace while the parent states 
were at war. 

4339. Has the trade practically ftomished under 
the government of the English, either mercantile 
or the Crown Government?-It flourished more 
under the trading system than under the present 
policy. 

4340. It flourished more under the government 
of the company of merchants than under the 
government of the Crown, you think ?-Com­
parino- the O'eneral trade on the coast now, I 
think I:) there is evidence that it did flourish more 
then, for the Select Committee of the House· of 
Commons, in 1842, although advising the chanO'e 
of system which had been followe,l since 1828, 
admit the merits of that administration, which, 
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almost altogether commm'c1al, h,ad "OY~l' 150 
mile~ of coast, nnd for greater distances mland, 
exercised a wholesome i!"d:1uence, preventing 
within that ranCTe external slave trade, maintain­
'11" peace and ~ecurjty among the neighbouring 
tribes, mifiuatjng, and in some cases extinguish­
inG' the atrgciou8 praetices which had before pre­
vailed unchecked." This description of the rcsultd 
of the administration, true in 1843, is no longer 
applicable to the condition of the same territo!'y 
in 1863, thouO'h tJ,e one had for lts support but" 
few ill-paid black soldie!'s,. who, with police ,:nd 
mmtia never exceeded 200 mell, w.hile dUrIna 
the ]a;t 20 years the loca.! government has had 
at its disposal a force never less than, and often 
upwards of; 400 regular troops. In 18<10 the to[,l,l 
imports and exports of tJ,e Gold Coast amoun ted 
to 748.178 I. The Blue Book of 1Jhe last year 
furnished, namely, that of 1861, shows that. this 
amount has fallen to 307,8181. The expendlture 
for the purposes of Government in 1861 was 
upwards of 25,000/., and this .s~m ~ no.w con­
siderably increased. The admmu;tration ill 1840 
cost. less than 3,750 I., no,' willa scrutiny of tbe 

, condition of 1he other British settlements O"iYe 
more favourable results, ei~her in their social or 
material progress. . 

4341. D o you suppose that, durlDg the govern­
ment of t.he merchauts, there were more English 
merchants there thau there are now under the 
government ?f the Crown?-Certainly; there 
are reports of many more bemg there. . . 

4342. You think that the number of Enghsh 
merchonts in t.he Gold Coast trade bas diminished 
undel' the government of the CrO\Yll ?-I think 
it has; there were only two or three merchant.s, 
and but 12 white men on the whole of the coast 
when I was t.here, except the ci "ilians and sol­
diers of the Goyerument. 

4343. Is there any harbom on the G old Coast? 
-There is only one that deserves the name of a 
harbour which is Elimina, the Dutch harbour. 

4344.' All the rest is a sea beach with a rolling 
se" and a lugh surf?- Yes. 

4345. Are there a great many forts all along 
the coast ?- Yes, an enormous number; most of 
them are in ruins. 

4346. The original purpose for which those 
forts were built you consider to have been .for 
mutual defence ngainst each other, the coloillsts 
of thc different European powers ?- Yes. 

4347. What (rood are they then now 3o-aiust 
a very different ],ind of possible at.tack ?-Those 
that are -in repair could stand any attack from a 
native force; but they a·re t,he vcry worst places 
in which you can put troops for health and 
comfort. 

4348. I-low many forts are t,here no,,",' in such 
a condition as to stand an attack, from t,he 
Ashantee power., for instance ?-The forts atDix 
Cove and Cnpe Coast Castle are capable, if gar­
risoned by British. troops, of l'csisting any num­
ber of Ashantees. 

4349. Is there any othed-You could make 
even Accra in its present condition, bad as it is, 
capa.ble of sta,nding against any native power. 
The fort at Ann.mabo would also be quite capable 
of defence against any native power, if manned 
by British troops. 

4350. Is your recommendation to the Govern­
ment that we should restore any of those forts, so 
as to be efficient against a native attack ?-No; 
I should propose to restore none of the forts 
beyond malting the repairs necess"ry for the com-

fori of their garrisons, nor to hep up their 
armament Or restore their defences, but I would 
rather reconlmenu building barrack~ on healthy 
sites remo\"ed from the sea, and merely surround 
them with a loop-hole wall; which is all that i. 
necessary for protection against the nati.ves. 

435 1. If t·here were any native attack likely 
to happen you think that a loop-bole wall would 
be sufficient ?-Yes. 

4352. How many points are tbere on the coast 
wbere you could finel a healthy position for such 
a barrack establishment ?-If it was a question of 
open choice I should say t.h"t Accra was the best 
place, both from its central position and its being 
in an open and comparatively healthy country. 

4353. Do you propose only one ?-That again 
depends entirely on the strength of the force that 
you intend to baye. If you ave going to keep 
a whole regiment on the Gold Coast you must 
keep a certain portion of the troops at Cape Coast 
Castle, but I should prefer as large a number as 
possible at Accra. 

4354. Supposino- the recommendation which 
Jlas been made w~re to be carried out, namely, 
thatt the cent~ai Government should be at Sierra 
Leone, with all the troops, commanded by English 
officers; the regular troops concentrated at Sierra 
L eone being sent out in steam transports when 
wanted; and that the commandant..s of other 
stat.ions should have no force but the police raised 
on the spot; what accommodation would then be 
necessary on the Gold Coast in the way of 
burra.cks ?-Under those circuIDstances, none. 

4355. You think tbat the police would live in 
their own houses; that there would be no ne­
cessity for a Houssa police to be housed in bar­
racks ?-The local police would live in tbeir own 
houses. I should advise no banaei,s in that 
case; the natives could live in. the remnants of 
t.he old forts . The Houssa bemg il1ahomet<lns, 
their employment as police on the Gold Coast is 
impracticable. 

4356. For the safety of the governor or of 
a. iieutenant O'OVel'DOr, you think that an ordinary 
house, with ban inclosure around it, would be 
enough ?-It would depend on what his policy 
was with rega.rd to the natives. 

4357. Supposing that he was to incur the 
wrath of the Ashantees, and they were to come 
down and a.ttack lum, would such a house with 
an inclosure around it, be sufficient protection 
against such an attack ?-It would be ?f very 
little use if be had no force. If you WIthdrew 
all your troops, his living in a fort would be of 
no use to him. 

4358. Supposing a lieutenant governor had 
nothiuO" but an ordinary house, inclosed, could he, 
with s~ch troops as could be sent down to him 
in t,he 'way suO"O"ested from Sierra. Leone., defend 
himselt~ do ;;u tJ1ink ?-Cel'tainly. But-the 
forts on the coast al'e the most uncomfortable 
kind of house that a man could possibly live in. 

4359. Cape St. Mary, for instance, is very un­
comfortable ?-There are ouly , 'ery indifferent 
quarters for a small detachmeut at tJ>at place. 

4360. You are of opinion that such a bouse as 
you propose, without Our attempting to fort.ify it, 
would be a ,'ery muoh bettel' residence for a 
O"overnor tha.n one of these forts?-V cry much 
~etter. 

4361. All the European powers who from 
time to time have occupied posts on the Gold 
Coast have left it except the Dutoh and English, 

have 
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haye they not?- Yes, all of them except tbe 
Dutch and .En(J'Jish. 

43!i2. Do y~u snppose i t possible that the 
Dut~h an' I English can continue to hold posts 
there, side by side: for the interests of both nations, 
or musL not one of the two, more or less, thwart 
the 01 her 1-If you want to raise a revenue, of 
cnll rse they would interfere a little with each 
othe r ; but

j 
except tl:at, there is no reason why 

they should not trade 'and live together in har­
mony. th"ir interests running parallel. 

4:36:3. Should \\"e not be more likely to become 
embroiled with the natives by t he setting up of 
two powers, ",.-hieh the natives would a.ttempt to 
enlist; on their own side ODe against the other 1-
On Iy if you insist on collecting a reven,ue from 
the' plnce j t here is no other ground for Jealousy 
thM. I can sce. 

.1:3G-1 . Do you conceive t~~:1t a military force is 
nccesRllry upon this coast for the protection of 
commcrce ?-No, it is not necessary anywhere. 

4365. You do not think that the security of 
commerce rccluil'es any military force on the 
coast ?-No, not a. soMier. 

4:lGG. Lord Staldr!}.] Do you apply that obser­
vation ttJ the whole of t.he African coast, or only 
thc Gold Const ?-The whole of the .'\ii·iean 
CO<l!'>t. 

4:3fi7. Cluu'rman. ] In fact you are of opinion 
t ha.t the English trade does not require military 
protcction?-No military protection, it requires 
nayal protcction; but a civil government, re­
quiring a military establishment, is a source of 
weaknc~s and embarrassment to trade. 

4368. Upon the English settlement at L agos 
what i!'> your report, first with regard to the re­
!'iden('(' uf the governor and the barracks for the 
troopfl (-There are no barracks for troops, there 
arc ouly some bamboo huts. 

4369. Is there, in fact, much improyement ne­
It': 8ary to be carried out at Lagos iu order to 
render the residence of the governor anything 
like. British establishment ?-If it is to be pro­
porly aud decently done, merely for the ordi­
na.ry convenience and comfort of the troops, as 
wrU as of our civil establishments, an immediate 
expenditure of not less than 100,00q I. would be 
required. 

4~70. On the island of Lagos alone'-Yes, on 
1 he is land of Lagos al.one. 

4:371. Is the same the case with regard to 
Hadagry, Pahna and Leckie?- Yes, if you keep 
troops there, certainly. 

4-372. lIa.s L agos any strength such as to make 
it to resist an attack if one were likely to be 
madr ?-None. I 

4373. J.: ~ either against a foreign naval attack, 
nor a~n.jnst au attack from the natives ?-It has 
110 artificial defences at all now; the great natural 
dcfem'c of Lagos against a marit.ime power is its 
dangerous ba.r, and against attack by natives, its 
beFit security is its insular position. 

4.374. I . the situatiou of L agos such that it 
could be made defensible ?- You can make any 
port defensible at a. large expense. 

4375 . You are of opinion that nothing but a 
largo expendi ture would make the island of 
~a.gos defensible ?-Notbing but a large expen­
d.lLurc would make it defensible a.gainst a mari­
tunc prnver, 

13i6. You have said that English trade does 
not rC'fj.llJrc military protection on this coast; do 
Y,o u tlunk that the general influence of the Bri­
ush U overnment is favourable to the protection 
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of trade ?- The general in'fiuence of the Imperi:1.1 
Government or England is of course favourab1<, 
to the protection of trade; but I think that th~' 
actual jnfiucnGe of the present system on the 
trade of the settlements subject to British inter­
ference h:lS tended to diminish rat.her than to in­
crease it. A comparison of the returns of e3ports 
and imports to these settlements and to the other 
parts of ' Vestern Mrica where there are simply 
t rading factories, or subject only to the casual 
intervention of a consul or of a. BTitish ship of 
wal" will shO\v this more clearly; for whilst t he 
exports and imports? taking t he average of t he 
former for the last nme, and of the latter fo r t he 
last ten years, from and to the B d tish settle­
ments tog.ther, amount to 498,6 16 1. 11 s. 6 d. 
allnual1y; the average vahle of exports nond im­

'ports to the other portions of the coast for the 
same periods amounts to no lcss a sum than 
2,589,379 l. annually. Iu the l ist of shipping 
on the West Coast, giyen in a local journal of 
June last, of 40 trading vessels on the coast, only 
seven were lying a.t ports in British settie!llcnts. 

4377. You think that Imperial protection 
through the squadron wdul~ be favourable to 
trade, but that the position in which the British 
Government pl<lces itself on the shores is detr~­
mental to trade?-Yes, beca.use on establishing 
the form and power of GoYernment, a revenue 
for its support is necessary, and this has to be 
raised either by custom dues or direot taxation 
of the natives, 01' both systems; the former 
uaturally drives the t.rade away; the whole of the 
coast being so accessible, the mass of the traders 
go up and down the coast picking up trade from 
the various villages, and you lose your revenue : 
and the latter does not put t.he British Govern­
ment in such a relation to the na.tives as to com­
mand their respect; if England paid the cost" of 
tbese loc",l governments altogether, and did the 
thing well, it is possible that it might exercise 
along the coast a powerful influence on the natives, 
but the existing system certainly is not bene­
ficially iniluential. 

4378. You think that if the present policy is 
adhered to that it should be conied out more 
thoroughly?-Yes, it should be carried out more 
tboroughly; if you do do it, do it well. 

4379. Lord Stanle!!.] In what ..,nse do you 
mean that we should do it well, and do it more 
thoroughly; do you mean by extending our rela­
tions with the interior?-No, not a.t all; I mean 
that all our establishments there at present are 
make-shift OIlCS. 

4380. Chairman.] In order to make the Bri­
tish Government effective and respected, you 
conceive that a large outlay would be necessary? 
- Yes; I consider that a large immediate and an 
increase] permanent annual expenditure would 
be necessary. 

4381. Is the present influence of the Govern­
ment not only bad from the eifects of its incom­
plete est'1.blishments, and its interferences with na­
tive customs, but n1so from its very irregular 
relations with the native tribes?-V cry much so, 

4382. The whole system of treaties between 
the English Government and native tribes you 
consider detrimental to the interests of trade ?­
~lore or less so, certainly. 

4383. In the first place, you conceive that each 
of the tribes endea yours to eug'agc the influence 
of the Brit.ish Government in its own favour, 
which more or less implicates the British Govern­
ment with otl,er tribes ?-The first act of every 
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tribe, when it reyolts against native authority, is 
to place itself under the protection of some Euro­
pean flag; most of tihese tribes are now under 
English protection, and that country conse­
quently assumes the responsibility of identifying 
herself with their qu",rrels, whether tbey arise 
from disputes with local trading agents or dissen­
sions among fhe tribes themselves. 

4384. You think that those disputes would be 
better settled by a consul, who n;,i,gbtfall back on 
a nuval force in case of need ?-r es; in the first 
place a consul is much more likely to U6e direct 
influence, and really to inquire into such a 
matter thnn where you have got a system of 
government backed up to a certain extent by a 
military force. What formerly was only the in­
flu ence of the governors or chief factors at the 
variolls forts has insensibly been changed into 
direct excrcise of authority over the tribes in 
t·heir yarions differences and quarrels. All Afri­
can history proves 1ihat this military force has 
been too frequently used in the settlement of one 
natiyc quarrel or another. 

4385 . That is, in fact, the exact relation be­
tween the British Government on the Gold 
Coast, and the protected tribes 1-1 failed to dis­
cover wha.t the definite relatil.ln is ; there· is no 
record of any clear 31uthority. agreement, or 
treaty as to the protectorate; the original rela­
tion ,ronld appear to ha've been merely an alli­
ance of "peace aud free commerce" between 
Great Britain and. the kings of certain districts; 
there hayc, I bell eve, been a grea,t many treaties, 
but. these treaties were l)l'eyious to the introduc­
tion of tho present system of government. Such 
treaties, howeycr, were principally with regard 
to the suppression of the slave trade; the tribes 
in t he pl·otectorat.e do llot acknowledge any obli­
gation 01' responsibility to England. 

4386. Does such a. very uncertain and irre­
gular relation not only implicate us in the in­
t.ernal quan-els of the tribes, but bring us into 
collision with certain nativc customs?-Yes; on 
the Gold Coast especially. It is tbe opinion of 
some who have considered the subject, t.hat our 
interfering with the na.tive tribes in those quar­
rels has kept back the more civilised tribes in 
the interior fr:om o'etting down to the coast. 

4387. 'What tribes are they; are tbey ~1ussnl­
man tribes ?-Yes, Mussulman tribes. 

4388 . Iu fact, you mean that the system of the 
Eng:Jish Government on the coast leads the Eng­
Esh to ma.inta.in certain weakel' Pagan tribes 
n ear the coast against the more powerfullVIus­
Bulman t ribes in the interior, who would other­
wise probably overrun them ?-Yes, to some ex­
tent; for at the Gambia English power has been 
imperceptibly enlisted ou the side of the Pagan 
in cndeayours to check Moslem faith and con· 
qncst. l\10slem proselytism is slowly but steadily 
adv'ancing- from north and east to west and south 
of tropical Africa, and to check it is as futile as 
impolit.ic. 'Yere there eyidenee that t he efforts 
madc for 500 years past to introduce a purer 
faith from Europe had met with even moderate 
success, there might be some hope that checking 
Jlo[ahometanism wonld lead to the triumpb of 
Christianit.y over Paganism; but there is little or 
no Il ope of this; and, in the meantime, the Koran 
cd'()J'ces on the Pagau purer morality, whi.ch 
raiscs him above cannibalism, mansteaJing, a,nd 
degradinp; Fetish, and leads him to 3i new civilisa­
tion which, c!'eating in him new wants, teaches 
him, to some extent at least, to value the liyes 

and industry of others. Though, on the other 
hand, at the very moment when hostilities were 
going on between the English, on the coast of 
Mrjca, and the Ashantees, the Ashantees were 
at 'war with the Mahomedans on their eastern 
frontier, and using the British name, and assert­
ing that they were upheld by British influence 
against those very people. 

4389. W' e maintained tbe Ashantoes against 
some Mahomedan power fur ther in the interior? 
- Yes, indirectly. 

4390. Does not tbat come to "'bat I put to 
you; are we not -maintainintr a weaker power 
against a more powerful tril1e dwelling further in 
the interior1-Not directly, but indirectly we 
are. 

4391. And the power so taken into relation 
with the English Government are probably 
weaker than those against whom they are main­
tained, being Pagans as against Ma,home.dans?­
That applies certainly to the sett.lement of the 
Gamhia, hut it does not apply so much to the 
settlements on the Gold Coas t. 

4392. Does it not apply to the particular case 
t.hat you alluded to just now 1- N 0; tbat was a 
disturbance between the smaller tribes on t.his 
side of the Prah a.nd the great Ashantee country; 
it had the effect of closing the loads through both 
countries, and keeping back the trade ftom the 
coast, the M ahomedans tbemselv~s. The Maho­
medan conquest has not actually come down EO 

far as the Ashantee country; it is only lately that 
tbey have been in collision. 

4393 . But the English interest has indirectly 
reta.rcJed the adyance of the Mabomedan power 
to the whole of the coast?-Y es; in the war that 
I have mentioned . 

4394. So that, if the English did not assume 
any snch influence, those more poweIful ~1aho­
medan tribes would, you think, gradually get 
possession of the whole country up to the sea 
coast ?-I do not know that they would ge:t· pos­
sessioll of t he territory up to t he coast, but they 
would force their way down to the coast, and 
come down and trade with us. 

4395. On the whole, you think the effect would 
have been better in the interest of trade if the 
English had not so interfered 1-1 think 60. 

4396. H aye you a.ny suggestion to make to the 
Committee with reaard to the kind of troops that 
we employ on the West African Coast ?-I think 
that if we are going to hold it under present con­
ditions, a very much smaller force of European 
troops, hiO"hly paid, 'would be more effective t.han 
tbe prese~t system of native black troops. 

4397. But would European troops stand the 
climate as well as the black troops do 1-1£ om 
reO"iments there were recruited entirely from 
Afl.·icaus, certainly not, but the native of the V\~ est 
Indies does not stand the African climate; '!llen 
he is called to the ii'ont, a;DCI wheu you reaJly 
want him, he goes under very much quicker than 
a European does. 

1398. Shoulil you not be afraid of a· very great 
loss of life arising) by the use of European troops 
on this ccast ?- No; of course you would run a 
chance now and then, every fi yet or six years, of 
an epidemic visiting the coast; but, under ccdain 
regulations, I think you wouid be able to keep a 
European force there comparatively healthy. 

4399. Part of those regulations being, I pre­
sume, providing barracks upon more healthy sites? 
-Of comse. 

4400. 'Will you state to the ComlUittee the 
system 
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system on which the War D epa.rtment has its 
works on the ,Vest African Coast superintended? 
-Formerly when I went out there, the works 
were sllpc'rintended by a clerk of the works; 
they are now under the charge, at each station, 
of iul officer of a West Indian reg iment, who is 
arting engineer. 

4401. There is an acting eng ineer at each sta­
tion ?-1 think so at present. 

H02. Does he report to tbe W ar D epartment 
every year?-I-Ie reports t? the W ar D epartment 
by c\ery mail, I should thmk. 

4-103. I s that report such as the one you have 
fil'st made to the D epartment; is there a similar 
repurt to that from time to time ?-No; the last 
report of that character was made by Captain 
Noble fou r or five yea.rs ago. 

4404. Haye there been many new worJ;:s lately? 
-A few repaire tJlat were ordered when I went 
out there j anel there is also building going on for 
EUl'opcan non-commissioned officers at Sierra 
Leone. The truth is, I believe, that until this 
Committee has decided what is to be the future 
policy of occuption on the coast the works that 
are necessary there are not going to be carried 
out, because they are very numerous, and the 
expense is \'ery grea t. 

440.5. 'l'hat work at Sierra L eone is, however, 
going 00 ?-Yes. 

4-106. D o you think that the change from the 
oJ,1 system of a clerk of the works to the new 
system of an acting engineer at each station a 
good change ?-Yes. Thatt was done at my re­
commcndation. The object waB to employ the 
black troops as mnch as possible on the work ; 
the West I ndian regiments ha'ire a good many 
artificers among them, and they do their work 
,'ery fairly . 

4407. Can vou inform the Committee at aU 
the st.rength of the French settlement at Senegal, 
or their establishment?-They have got a very 
large establishment at Senega.! and Gorce. There 
i •• force of mili tia at St. Louis, Bakel, and 
GOTee, ill adelition to the military establishment, 
consisting of a hout 2,500 men. 

H08. Both military and naval ?-Both mili­
tnry and naval. 

"409. Mr. Cave.] Have they got black t.roops 
there (-Yes, about 1,000 n;1tives of the country; 
but thcy have about 1,500 white men there too. 
. 4410. Chairman.] You leaye seen their estab­

ll srunent tJlel'c?- Yes; Goree and D akka.r. Great 
lmpl'oveme,nts are being made in fortify ing a,nd 
strcnghtewng the defences to cover the naval 
ana mi.litary establishments recently formed. 

4411. Are there ma.ny European t roops tbere? 
-They have European artillery and E uropean 
engineers, and a corps of marines. 

H 12. I-Iave the F rench succeeded in placina 
their h.arracks on a healthy station, so as not t~ 
he suhJect to so great (1, mortality as the Enalish 
tl'O~\):-' ?-Goree is comparative,ly healt.h.r:; l:)it is 
mu<.: 1 more open than the GambIa, and It IS very 
nll~ch 1Jett~l' thml any position which we have. 
I~ IS extens,lvcly used as a coaling station for the 
] rcncb ships and squadrons to and from China 
and India. They have, however, suffered there. 

4413. From the same fever as our troops ?­
No, from yellow fever' when we occupied it 
about 50 years ago we sl:ftered too. 

4414. Do you know the strenath of their naval 
e~tabbshlllent in Senegal ?-I think they have 
12 smaU vessels of war of various kinds. 
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4415. Does that include such ships a~ cruise 
off A ssinee ?- - No; it is part of the squadron. 

4416. Can you inform us the strength of the 
Dutch establishment at Elmina ?- I think that 
the strength of t he Dutch establishment at Elmina 
consisted of ej~ht or niDe white officers, who held 
all of them ciVIl appointments besides, and some 
250 native solcliers, rem'uits and others; but the 
recruits are for Java. 

4417. H aye youJ,een to Liberia ?-- I waB at 
Cape P almas only. 

4418 . \~hat is yom' general opinion of the 
manner in which they are going on at Liberia, 
both with rega.rd to the government and trade; 
are they thriving?- With regard to that subject, 
I can only express what I have heard, rather 
than what 1 have seen . Certainly at Cape P al­
mas there is no sign of anything like SUccess. I 
do not know l\10nl'ovia, but they say they are 
rather retrograding than advancing. 

4419. \~hat is your general opiuion with r eo 
gard to the effect of the British settlement in 
stopping the slave trade at aU those points?­
The history of the slave t rade and the settlements 
on the coast does not show that the British sys­
tem has afforded any material aid in suppressing 
the traffic in slaves, except perhaps at Sierra 
Leone. The settlement there may have had, 
to some extent, an influence on the slave trade, 
but very litt le. There has been no exportation 
of slaves from the Gold Coast since the year 
1830, previous to the establishment of the pro­
tectorate, except from Quittah, which is more on 
the Slave than the Gold Coast. There have 
been very few slaves ever taken from there, and 
mili tary occupation is not likely to put a stop 
wholly to the. practice, as the network of lagoons 
exteneling from the Volta to the bights render 
evasion very easy. Since we gave it up our­
selves, it is an open co~st ; there is no place 
where you could well conceal the traffic. From 
Quittah down to the bights is where most of 
the slaves have been taken from. 

4420. G enerally speaking, do you think, espe­
cially with regard to the Gambia, Sierra L eone, 
and the Gold Coast, that if the English had not 
taken possession of the coast, and made a settle­
ment there, trade would have sprung up of it.self, 
and put an end to the slave trade as fast as the 
English have succeeded in doing so ?-I think 
so. I think the fact of having the governments 
there, one way or the other, has had no effect; 
t hat has been done by t he squadron, and not by 
the local governments. On the contrary, I be­
lieve that direct communication between the 
consul and the commodore cOIDmandino- the 
squadron would practically have had a better 
effect; moreover, there would have actually been 
better information given to the commodore, as a 
rule, of any probability of slaves beina taken 
away than there has been hitherto, un~er the 
mi.~ed systems. 

4421. On all that part of the coast you think 
that if the native rulers had been allowed to 
l'emain, and the English had posted consuls along 
t he coast, t hat the natural influence of tra:de to 
suppress the slave trade would have been greater? 
-I will not say that it would have been actually 
grea.ter, but certainly it would have been e.qual 
to the influence exerted by the present system, 
and the results would have been attained at a less 
loss of life and treasure. 

4422. You think that the results in the way 
of suppressing the slave trade attained by the 
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British governments in Mrica have not been 
at all commensurate with tbe loss of life and 
t reasure ?-Apa.rt t"rom the squadron, and confin­
ing it to the settlements, I think so. 

4423. In fact you say that lawful commerce 
would be less promoted by confining the English 
operations to consulates ?-I think that lawful 
commerce would be best promoted by confin­
ing English influence to that of a consul or 
mercantile agent, instead of trying to force, by 
military power and the machinery of a colonial 
government, our institutions and laws upon 
people to whom they are not suited or applicable. 

4424. At Lag:os, for instance, was legitimate 
trade gradually"- suppressing the slave t.rade be­
fore we assumed the government ?-From all I 
could gather that was the case . 

4425 . At this moment the slave trade has 
pretty well disappeared north of the Portuguese 
settlement., has it not; is there anything practi­
cally O';oing on north of the Congo ?- Therc are 
slavel~ now running from Whydah and the 
biO'hts, arnd there may be some now and then 
between Wbydah and Quittah; you will see an 
enormous mass of lagoons at the back, and there 
are the places wnere slaves are collected a:nd hid; 
they offer facilities for carrying on the slave·trade. 

4426. n-Ir. Chichester Fortescue.] W hat are 
the numerous works that you say n.l'e in contem­
plation on the coast of Africa, which are sus­
pended until this Committee has reported?­
P rincipally barracks for the troops, which are 
now practically without them, so deficient is the 
accommodation in those that now exist. Hos­
pitals and banRck offices are also required, sani­
tary st.ations have to be built, means of transport 
and communication wit.h isolated outposts fur­
nished; public works, by which life may be saved, 
undertaken, personal allowances, increase of pay, 
&c., to meet the common necessaries of exist.euce 
o-ranted; !>nd when all this has becn done be 
~ust be very sangu in (! who, knowing auything of 
EtU'opean settlement in Western .. A.frica, would 
venture to predict that al1 the sacrifice thus in­
volved would ever benefit one race or the other. 

4427. Do you mean barracks only or barracks 
,and fortications?-I have recommended very 
little in the way of fortifications. 

4428 . Then, upon what supposition' are those 
ba.rracks contemplated; is it upon the supposition 
that the present numbers of troops of the present 
quality are to be stationed at the respective set­
t lements?- It is on the supposition that two West 
1 ndian regiments will be permanently stationed 
on the coast. 

4429. It is upon that supposition that those 
works are contemplated?-Yes, if carried out, 
it will be with the accommodation of this force 
in view_ 

4430. Do yon include new barracks at every 
one of the settlements ?-More 01' less. 

4431. When you said tbat the barracks at 
Sieja-a Leone would not be sufficient, supposing 
Sierra IJeone to become the seM of the Governor 
General of t he African Sett.lements, you sup­
posed that the present number of troops scattered 
over the coast would be concentrat.ed at Sierra 
Leone ?-That was tht: 1\ray in which the ques­
tion was put 110 me, and I answered it upon that 
supposition. 

44:J2. I see in Colonel Ord's Report with re­
gard to the works a.t Lagos, that 20,000 l. is 
O'lven as the sum for barracks which has this 
year been put on the Estimartes?-Yes. 

4433. Do you conceive that the remaining 
80,000 i., which would go to make up the sum 
you mentioned of 100,000 i., would be required 
for the civil works at Lagos ?-Certainly, you 
would have to make roads and drains, if you wish 
to keep the people alive: a great deal of expen­
diture must be incurred to make the place 
habitable. 

4434 Are you prepltfed to estimate that civil 
expenditure at 80,0001. ?-Besides that I do not 
think that the estimate of 20,000 l. was for merely 
the ordinary putting up of two companies of a 
regiment; independen t.l y of that there would be 
a. great many other things to be done; sanitary 
stations, public offices and residences for the civil 
officers would have to be built, as well as provi­
sion for transport by roads, and precautioqs 
against disease by drainage, &c., made. 

4435 . Are you aware tbat the troops have 
been already removed from Lagos ?-i'io, I was 
not a:ware of that. 

4436. Assuming thM the troops bave been 
removed from Lagos, Rolld that t.here is no inten­
tion of returnjDg them there, your estimate of 
the necessary work would be very largely re­
duced, would it not?-Very largely reduced 
indeed. 

4437. Did I understaud you to say that you 
thought onr trade treaties, which had been 
entered into with a number of chiefs along the 
coast., had been injurious t.o trade instead of 
beneficial ?-No, not the trade treaties in them­
selves, but the interference, under the pretext of 
enforcing them, between rival traders asking the 
aid of the local government; it was a question 
of protection arising from that. 

4438 . But you were asked some questions about 
the t.reaties, and I understood you to say that you 
thought they were prejudiciaJ ?-I did not mean 
to say that the trade treaties were prejudicial; 
but t he assumed righ ts t.hat seem to have come 
out of those treaties on the Gold Coast hayebeen 
the cause of embarrassment. 

4439. You have the Gold Coast protectorate in 
your mind, have you not?-Yes, and the va-rious 
tribes that were once tributary to the Ashantees. 

4440. Are you aware, as a matter of history, 
to what extent we have been involved in wars 
'with native tribe. of which you think there is so 
much danger?-The history of the West African 
CoalSt shows tha.t year after year, if our troops 
are not actually brought into collision with the 
native tribes, we are out against them somewhere 
or other, on requisitions made by the locnl go­
vernments, or the military commandants for troops 
in different places. 

4441. Would you say, as a mntter of fact, on 
looking back, that we have been often or seriously 
involved in wa.rs with the native tribes ?-I think 
so, very frequently. 

4442. 'WiIl you give the Committee instances 
of that?-There are two or three instances upon 
the Gambia within the last 10 or 12 years; the ac­
quisition of British Quittah the other day; Lagos 
again the other day; and the Ashantees again 
half-a-dozen times over; and the annals of the 
West Indian regiments quartered on the coast 
show the llumbers of times that British anus have 
been brou~}lt into the field against tLte natives. 

4443. tV ere not most of those so-called wars, 
wars of a very trifling natuxe ? - They were trifl ing 
no doubt, comparing the numbers that were cn­
gaged with those eng:1ged in other wars, but 
serious as regards the proportion of casualties 

and 
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and effects of cl imate on the troops, and very 
serious, considering the objects that were s-ained. 

4444. There ",'-as DO war, was there, wl'tih the 
Ashantecs between the treaty of peace in 1831 
and the late war in 1863 7-I t.hink not; tbere 
WRij n war just before t hat wi t h the Crobb?s. 
That peacefu l stnrte of thIngs was due to the lU­

fluencc of Mr. M·Clean, during those 12 or 14 

ye:~~.3. The Ashantee ward-have been by far 
the mORt serious of any wars t hat we have had 
on the coast, have tbey not 7-That when Go­
vernor }\I 'Carthy was kilied was a serious 
oue, but I am not so. intimately acquainted with 
tbe facts as to be able to compare t hem ; bnt 
I think that t her€ were one or two affairs in 
Sierra Leonc, which have been still more s..erious; 
there wn.s also thc Gambia, when OUl~OSts werC 
c1ri\Cc n in, and we had to wait for the French to 
come to Ollr assistance, 

4'..1:46. Chairman.J But those wars, though not 
ser101ls, Laye disturbed trade?-Yes; they have 
dit)turbed trarle, and, compa.ring the loss of life 
and the loss of prestige to the British arms, they 
ha,'c been serious. 

444;. Mr. Chichester Fortesclte.J The military 
expeditions on tbe coast of Africa have not been 
confined to places where we have actually settle­
mCDt~, have they; for instance, we had such a 
ca,gc tl:' the bombardment of Porto :Ko,ro, and we 
J)ad Lagus ill ]851, and many other places whe];e 
wc hfld no actual British settlement?-Tha,t is 
80; but you also bombarded Accra from Fort 
Chri,tiansborg, when they refused to pay the 
ron-tnx. 

H~18. Is it your opinion that the collisions 
with the onti\'(,>5, into which we have been occa­
sionally dri\'en in the neighbourhood of our set­
t lemr nts hn vo been so injurious as to make those 
Bcttlemcnts dCj,rinrental to trade rather t,han 
benefieial 1-I think that trade would have been 
fTC'od, and that i t would have very much more 
dcyelopcd itself if you had protected it simply by 
the tolqurtdron and by the simple power exercised 
by a consul. 

4-t w. Tile Committee have had before them a 
great <leal of naval evidence to the effect that if 
the .l.hitish sett lements wore. entirely wil.hdra"wn 
from the coast, it would require a very large 
increaRc of the squadron for the purpose of pro­
tccting l'ommerce a.nd preventing a revival of the 
a1.\\'e trade; do you differ from that , 'iew?­
Yos, I tlrink so; I tb ink that trade, free frOID its 
prcs('ut vexatious checks, would have the effect 
of neulrulising the necessity of any increase of 
the squadron; before the increase of legitimate 
commerce j he sla ve trade would disappear, 

44.30. ~Yith the exception of Sierra Leone, if 
all thc other British settlements were withdrawn, 
tr;ldl~ would he ~ufe, you think, and no further 
rCyjYlti of the slave trade would arise. even with­
out the presence of the squRdron ?-I never sup· 
po~ed the squadron would be altogether with­
drawn; but.l. do not think, even if it werc, that 
there would be very much danger. ",Vhat has 
been done by the squadron, north of the bights, 
hns hero such as to check the slave trade, so that 
it will ne'~er reyi","e again. There are hundreds 
of mile~ of coast wbere you have no settlement, 
and where there used to'be a <:rreat deal of slave 
trad<, which your settlements ha.ve influenced in 
no WflY, and'in which there is no slave trade now. 

4 .. i,11. You do not agree with the naval wit­
ncss<, that if the British settlements on the 
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coast were withclrawn, It la,rge increase of the 
squadron would be necessary?-No, I do not. 

4452. How often have you been on the coast 7 
-Only once. 

4463. When was that 7-Last year. 
4454. How long were you on the coast?-

Seven months. . 
4466 . At ,,'ha t stations ?-I yisited from t he 

Gambia to Lagos. I never visited Portendic. 
4466. ""Vhere did you pass most of your time? 

-At t he Gold Coast. 
445 7. I-Iow long were you at L agos 1- 1 was 

only t.hree days at Lagos. 
4458, You diel not visit Badagry, PaJma, or 

Leekie ?-No, neither the OD e or the other. 
4.469. Lord Stanley.] I understand yo u to say 

that if our present possessions ar e to be main­
tained, and if we aJ:e to continue 0111.' present 
system of endea,vouring to influence the chiefs 
by t.reaties and by a protectorate, you think it. 
will be necessa.ry to incur a considerably inoreased 
expenditure in order to make the system work 
effectually 7-Yes. 

4460. In what items would that increased 
expenditure consist; you say that the forts are 
worthless, and would require repairing ?-The 
largest items would lie in affording decent accom­
modation to t he ganisons of the settlements. If 
t he people of this country knew the wretched 
state of the barracks in which their troops are 
quartered t.here would be a general feeling of 
~ndignation. T here is not a place w'hich is really 
£t for tl,e habitation of British troops. 

4461. The builclings are bad, I suppose, and 
no great care was taken originally in choosing 
the sites ?-The sites were selected with one 
particular object in view, wmch was to protect 
the landing places agajnst other Europeans; 
those sites were, therefore, naturally the very worst 
.places on which buildings could be put. The 
forts were built strongly, without any regard to 
l ight, ventilation, wa.ter, and comfort generally. 

4462. Assuming that Pa,l'liament were to de­
cide not to abandon nny of our principal existing 
settlements, but to cut down the expenditure as 
much as possible, and generally to curtail our 
operations on the coast, do you think it would 
be practicable to hold the principal posts which 
we now hold (Sierra Leone, the Gambia, the 
Gold Coast, anel Lagos) without t.roops, trustjng 
solely to naval defence 7-I should not advise the 
pru'petuation of onT present system of government; 
having governors interfering with native disputes 
and native quarrels, and courts arranging th:eir 
matters for them. I should not suggest the 
withdrawing of the troops if you did perpetnate 
that. system. You cannot cut down the ex­
penditure if you decide under any organisation 
wha.teyer to retain these settlements as British 
colonies; on the contra.ry, you must be prepared 
for a very consiclera.ble increase, and you will 
then still be liable to the constant repetition of the 
agita.tion that the occurrences of last year pro­
duced both in and ant of Parliament. 

4463 . Do you mean interfering with the natives 
within the British jurisdiction ?-Yes; take the 
Gold Coast, for instance: the Supreme Court 
there has const.."\utly to sit upon cases involving 
points which relate to slaves and pawNs; that is 
a constant caUse of quarrel; and if YO,u canuot 
enforce the orders of your own court, which you 
can only do by police and soldicrs~ of cow'se it is 
perfectly valueless. 

4464. You mean that, where a jurisdiction is 
A .A. 2 asserted: 
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asserted, and especially amon~ bavbauous tribes, 
there must be force to fall back upon?- Yes, 
unless it is the kind of jurisdiction w hieh was 
formerly maintained on the coast, where Europeans 
left it to tbe natives to fight out their matters 
among themselves. 

4465. Do you think it would be pract[cable to 
maiuta[n the princip",1 posts wbich we now hold, 
and to adopt a policy of strict non-interference 
in 311 matters which would bring us into collision 
with native quarrels and customs ?-I think it 
would be perfectly practicable; it might be a 
little difficult at first" but. I am s"tisfied, that if 
the British Government were determined to do 
it, the natives ·.bemselves (they bave already 
succeeded to some extent in Liberia) would be 
able to arrange their own affairs, and perhaps 
more satisfactorily than we do it for them. 

4466. But what your answer mainly points to 
is the doing away wit,h the system which is now 
known as the protectorate?-Y es; and also to 
throwing the natives very much more on their 
own powers of self-government than at present. 

4467. Do you think we exercise considerable 
influence over the nn.tives at any distance from 
the Gambia ?-No; I think tbey hate the idea of 
civilisation approaching them. 

4468. You think tbe iufluence that we do ex­
m'cise, is an influence of dread?-Yes, an influ­
ence of dread rather than respect. Our occupation 
of a country mea-ns to them, taxation a.nd inter­
ference with native customs. 

4469 . Of course a European government is 'in 
its nature more expensive than a Native govern­
ment?-Yes. 

4470. And tbe expense was, I understand, 
covered mainly by customs duties?-To a certain 
extent; and, small as the amount is, it is very ob­
noxious. At the Gold Coast an attempt made 
to levy an iucome from the tribes for the cost of 
tbe protectorate bas fa,iled. 

4471. "'Wberevel' we go, we have thus to impose 
duties upon the nartives?--Yes, and we have to 

-impose restrictions, ill order to protect trade in 
other places. 

4472. In order to prevent our customs being 
evaded, we must impose restrictions beyond our 
own frontier?-Yes. 

4473. I s Freetown in a very unsatisfactory 
state?-Y ou may look at it as an experiment 
with t.he black race, and there are signs of a 
certain comfort among them; but, looking a.t what 
has been spent, I think, on the whole, it is not a 
very satisfactory experiment to us. 

4474. Mr. G,·egory.] How long were you on 
the Gold Coast? -- Between seven and eight 
w eeks. 

4475. \'1' e have had evidence given before this 
Committee, that the great wa,nt of the Gold Coast 
was, that tbe country should be opened up by 
means of roads ?-Roads are very good tJlin~s, 
but I ,10 not know how it is to be done.; the 
natives will not make them themselves. 

4476 . You do not believe th",t the natives 
would submit to a poll-tax for that purpose ,­
I am afraid not; a poll-tax was tried, and was 
given up. 

4477. But was not there an impression among 
the people that the poll-tax was badly managed, 
and was not applied to tl,e purposes for which it 
it was raised ?-I believe so. 

4478. Do you not think tb"t if they saw that 
the money was going to be laid out for the pur­
pose of making roads, they would be willing to 

submit to a poll-tax again ?-I question it 'very 
much, because the roads they have are sufficient 
for their purpose. 

4479. Do you tbink that roads would be, to a 
certain extent, a protection to the coast against 
tbe Asha.ntees ?-It would enable us to convey 
troops with grea.ter facility, of course. 

4480. I think you staled a little wbile ago that 
there were poweIful Mabomedan tribes iu tbe 
interior who were pressing on the coast tribes, 
and tbat tbe indirect effect of our present system 
was to prevent these tribes coming down to the 
coast; do you know if tbere are any M abomedan 
tribes who 3Jre pressing on the Ashautees ?-I 
understand tbe Ashantees are constantly at war 
with the tribes on that side. 

4481. I think you stated a little while ago that 
there were SI)ots on the Gold Coast that would 
be comparatively salubrious for banack pur­
poses ' -Yes, I think Accra is the best spot of 
the kind on the coast; it is a good open plain. 

4482 . I s there any high ground tbere ?-There 
is high ground 40 miles in the interior; the 
ground rises about 16 miles from the COast. Fre­
dericksburg, about a mile inland from Danish 
Acclfa, is a vellY eligible site; the best, I think, 
at Accra for barracks. 

4483. Mr. Chichester Fm·tescue.] Have you 
been on the Aquapim Hills ?-Only at the foot. 
I believe that they are very healthy, but tbey 
would be too far for barracks. 

4484. Sir Francis Bw·ing.] You stated, as I 
understood you, that you would throw the power 
into the hands of the native tribes; from what 
you have seen, do you believe that they are capa­
ble of governing themselves comfortably ?~Ac­
cording to their wants I think they are; but not 
in accordance with our views. If you allow 
them to govern themselves, there is a certain 
amount of reliauce which they would learn which 
you now deprive them of. 

4485. Yon were hut a very short time at 
Lagos ?-A yery short time. 

4486. Therefore you had no means of knowing 
whether the English Government gave more 
satisfaotion to the natives than the former govern­
ment ?-I could learn, from the feelings of the 
local officers, that there was anything but satis~ 
fa.ction among the natives arbout our rule; in fact, 
the very measures which the English Govern­
lllent was taking to improve their condition inter­
fered with private rights, and were sources of 
constant dissatisfiwtion, likely to lead to disaster at 
any time. 

Lf!87. V\r as it the measures themselves or the 
',yay in which the measures was being carried out, 
and by Englishmen, that produced that effect ?­
I think it Wft.S the measures. 

·1488. Lord Stahle.y.] They felt the practical 
iucon venience, and they did not care about the 
result ?- Yes. -

4489. Mr. 111i1ls.] I understood you to say that 
even in the possible event of our abandoning all 
other settleu1ents, you would keep Sierra Leone 1 
-I. would keep Sierra Leone simply as a naval 
statIon. 

4490. Do you think it likely tbat, in a thinly 
populated and unproduc.tive country, any Iarac 
development of' trade from Sierra Leone cocld 
at any time take place ?-I think, if it were made 
to some extent a free port, it hilS facilities for de­
veloping a trade grnd\lally 1 aud becoming the hea.cl 
quarters of the trading st.at.ions. It has vcry good 
access. 

4491. I infer 
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4-191. I infer it is yom opinion that, from the 
l:icale on which they are at present. maintained,. ~he 
settlements rather tend to brmg the Bntlsh 
Government and the British name into disrepute 
than otherwise ?-I think so. During all the 
anxiety of the Ashantee wa.r, with invasion 
~ hreatenjnO' the nOl'thBrn frontier of the protec­
;orate, ana most serious comp}jc~uions disturbing 
ita eastern clistricts from one Clrcumstance and 
auoth'el', :Mr. Pine, the goveruGr, was left without 

a single European civilian to assist him; he was 
utterly unsupported, and the only aid he could 
obtain in the ad-ministration was such as could be 
rendered by military officers, themselves preparing 
to take t he £eld. 

4492. You thiuk that the scale on which the 
governments are maintained is far too poor, do 
you ?-"With such a wretched poverty-stricken 
machinery you cannot expect to obtain any 
effectual results. 

J. V. CRAWFORD, Esq., Examined. 

4403. You are Vice Consul at H avanah?-Yes. 
4494. During the time when your father was 

a.bsent and since his death, you have acted as 
Consul General at Havanah ?-Yes, ana-after liis 
death, until tbe appointment of his successor last 
November. 

4-<95. How many years have you been at 
IIavanah in either capacity ?-Eight years. 

4496. How long was your father Consul 
General ?-Twenty-two years. 

4497. What should you say was the general 
result of the operations of the English in the 
wav of suppressing the slaye trade; I mean on 
the condition of the slave and slaye importation 
;n Cuba ?-It has ameliorated the condition of 
the slave very much on account of the difficulty 
which has now arisen in obtaining slave labour ... 
and from the increased value of the Mrican in 
Cub.. "With respect to the importation of 
tUaves, of course, that has fallen off very mate­
rially. 

4-198. Call you state, during the period of your 
acquaintance with Havanah, to what extent the 
jJrice of • slave has arisen?-In the year 1843, 
when I first went to Havanah, the average price 
of a slave lVas 601. to 801., say 701. At the 
pre8ent time, the price of a newly-imported 
slave would probably be 120 I. 01' 150 I. 

4499. Do you recollect a time when the slave 
,yo. so much cbeaper that the planter treated hinl 
very brutally ?-Yes, the average life of a slave 
was calculated at 21 years. 

4500. They were theu const.ntiy ill-treated 
and over-worked?- Yes, they were worked to 
death. 

4501. Aud now the price of a slave is so great 
that the planter takes as much care of a slave as 
au Englishman would take of his horse ?-It is 
exactly the same. 
· 4502. 1'Vhat is the average life of a slave now 
In Cuba 1-1 should say it is very much greater 
than it wa.s 20 years ago. 
· 4503. Do you suppose that, if the means of 
~porting slaves were made impossible, there 
might be a free emigration for supplying the 
demand for labour in Cuba ?-I do not think 
that there is the sliglltest chance of it. 
· 4504. There is an importation of coolies now, 
18 there not ?-Abont 70,000 have been imported. 

4505. I s the result of that satisfactory?-To a 
certam extent it is, the Chinese beina- much more 
~nte l~igent than the negro, but th~ system of 
Imnllgl'ation is f"tulty, beca.use they do not import 
womeu. 

4506. Do you believe that, supposing the im­
port~t.lon of slaves to Cuba were now stopped, 
the slave population could be kept up ?-With a 
httle care ou the part of the pl.nters, I do not 
.ee any reasou why tI,e popul"tion should not be 
kept "l'. 
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4507. You think th.t there are women enouO'h 
to keep it up now, do you ?-There is not tb'at 
proportion of women that there ough t to he, but 
still it might be done. 

4508. Thel'e is not one woman to one man?­
No; there is not One woman to one man. 

4509. Do you suppose, 01' is it at all contem­
plated that an importation ,of women lnight take 
pl.ce, enabling the demand for lahour to be sup­
plied by breeding in the island ?- That would 
open the door to the slave trade at once. They 
would not bring women alone; they would bring 
both sexes. 

4510. The slave importation is still going on to 
a very considerable extent in Cuba ?-To a very 
considerable extent. 

45 11. Chiefly from the Portuguese settlements 
in the West Coast of Africa, is it not?- It is 
chiefly from W hydah, and that part of t he coast 
near the Congo. Very few cargoes come from 
the East Coast of Mrica. 

4512. Is the Spanish Government faithfully 
maintaining its treaties with England in trying 
to stop the importation of slaves into Cuba?­
To judge by the results, I should say not. 

45 13. The importation of slaves into Cuba 
f$.oes on by the connivance of the officers of the 
>:ipanish Government, I suppose ?-J ust so. 

4514. At present the Captain GenerulofCuba 
(Captain General Dulce) is doing his utmost to 
prevent it, is he not ?-He is truly in earnest. 

4515. But the opposition of the Audiencia and 
the connivance of the officers under him renders 
his efforts impotent?-Entil'ely ineffectual. 

4516. What steps do you think the Spanish 
Government might take to put an end to that 
connivance, and to make the importation of slaves 
into Cuba impossible ?-If Spain would declare 
the slave trade piracy, it would put an end to it 
at once. 

4517 . Are there auy alterations in the penal 
laws of Cuba that you would propose?-I would 
alter the 9th Article of the Penal Code. 

4518. What effect would that bve ?-The 9th 
Article of the Penal Code provides that, as soon 
as a newly-arrived African is upon an e:state, the 
authorities cannot touch him. If that was repealed, 
and the authoriti~s were allowed to pursue an 
imported negro and take him wherever they found 
him, they might seize everyone of them. 

4519. I s there not sonte proposition that you 
have to make fm: the alteration of' the laws relating 
to the freedom of newly-born slave children 1-
That would be in the event of emancipation. If 
a law were passed, declaring that all newly-born 
negro children should be free after a certain period, 
or were free when they were born, they would 
be able to produce as many negroes in Cuba as 
were required. 

4520. The present state of things in which the 
A A 3 children 
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children of negro women are born slaves, leads 
the mothers to neglect them, does it not ?-Yes, 
most of the children die within seven days after 
their birth . 

•• May 4521. Bow long have you left H.vannah?-
•865. Three months ago. 

4522. Oan you state what impression h.s been 
made on the minds of the Spanish Government 
in Ouba by .·ecent events in America?-The 
thlnking body of the planters believe that the 
time has a.:vrived when the Government will have 
to make some provision for a change in the in­
stitutions of Cuba. 

4523. Lord Stanle!I.] Are you r eferring to 
emancipa.tion ?-To emancipation. 

4524. Chairman.] Do you mean that they have 
been led to that belief by any such event as the 
late President Lincoln's proclamation ?-They 
did not pay much attention to that, because they 
thought it was a dead letter, and that it could not 
be carri,ecl out; but they have since seen tha.t 
slavery is doomed in th e Southern States, and that 
in the course of time slavery, existing as it does 
only in Brazil and Cuba, must eventually die out. 

~525. You think that impression is general in 
Oub., not only on the p.,·t of the planters, but 
on the minds of the governing body ?-Yes. 

4526. Supposing the Cuban population had 
any such means of expressing theil" feelings as 
the population of Brazil, is there any party in 
Ouba that ,,·ould wish to put "'n end to slavery? 
-There is a stroD~ anti-slavery party in Cuba. 

4527. Is t.hat teeling general amongst the 
population ?- Amongst the slaveholders them­
selves; amongst the planters. 

4528. What was the feeling of that class of 
men with rega,rd to the American War; did 
they sympathise with th e North rather than with 
the South ?-·With the North entirely. 

4529. ·Why was that ?-It was a political 
feeling. There is a very strong ruslike of the 
Spaniard. They think the Spaniard holds the 
slave as a terror over Cuba, inasmuch as years 

- ago, when there was an attempt at insurrection 
in the time of Lopez, the Spaniards threatened, 
in case the insurrection becalDe ~eneral and they 
were forced to leave the island, tiley would follow 
the example of St .. Domingo, and give the negroes 
liberty. The creoles think the slave is actually 
a weapon in the hands of the Spaniards. 

4530. Is the slave trade interest in fact sanc­
tioned by a few only in Ouba ?-By a very limited 
number. 

4531. The mass may be said to be anti-slavery, 
may they?-Yes, that is to say the planters. 

4532. The officers of the Cuba Government 
are interested in mail1tainin~ the sla,7e tnl.de for 
the sake of the douceurs Which t.hey obtain, I 
suppose ?-It is kept up entirely by their con­
nivance. 

4533. Mr. Baxter.] Are they paid very low 
sah.,.ies by the Spanish Government ?-They are 
paid wretchedly, and they accept bribes; for 
instance, a lieutenant governor, for allowing 800 
slaves to be landed, will get 80,000 to 100,000 dol­
lars as a bribe. 

4534. There is a Slave Trade Paper about to 
be presented to Parliament in a few days, I be-
1ieve, which will contain a~ important Despatch 
of your fat.her's ?-A very nnportant Despatch. 

4535. You are perfectly cogniEant of yoUl' 
father's opinions on these subjects ?-quite. 

4536. Is the party which we have been allud­
ing to, as the anti-slavery party in Cuba, also a 

revolutionary p.rty as against the SpanisL Go­
vernment ?-Yes, quite so. 

4537. And would they be revolutionary even 
to the extent of annexation with America ?- Yos 
in order to throw off t.he Spanish yoke. ' 

4538. Their hatred towards Spain is so great 
as that ?-Yes. 

4539. What is the extent of the garrison of 
Cuba ?-The ordinary galTison is 18,000. 

4540. Those soldiers are distributed in various 
parts of the island, are they?-Yes, they are 
distributed in all the principal towns and posts 
throughout the island. 

4541. What effect have the late occurrences 
in St. DoIningo had on the slaves in Cuba?­
They are perfectly aware of what is goin" on in 
St. Domingo; the Government would "try to 
make it out that there was a xevolutionary spirit 
arising; but I do not believe that is the case. 

4542. How recently has the British squadron 
been cruising about the coast of Cuba?-Four 
months ago there were four or five gunboats 
cruising there. 

4543. I s there one now?-Yes, lbelieve there is. 
4544. Under the command of Admiral Sir 

James Hope?-Yes, under the command of -Ad­
miral Sir J aiDes Hope, but under the immediate 
orders of the commodore at Jamaica. 

4545. Do they ever get any prize muney ?-I 
recollect of several captures being made, two 
with negroes, the rest empty; but it is now aome 
time ago. 

4546. What sort of naval force do the Spa­
niards keep up ?-A very large one; but they 
have generally only one or two cruising. 

4547. Do you thlnk.the officers are not in ear­
nest in trying to stop the importation of slaves? 
- Yes, I think they are in eamest; but they 
never put themselves out, because they are never 
paid their prize money; the answer always is, 
" the Treasury is empty." 

4548. Up to the breaking out of the American 
war, there was an AmeTican squadron off the 
coast, was there not ?-In one or two cases they 
h d some vessels there. 

4549. Not regularly ?-Not regularly. 
4550. Do you think they were earnest?-Yes; 

they made Ii ve or six captw·es in a very short 
time. 

4551. Does the British squadron there act as 
effectually as the squadron on the coast of Africa? 
- No. 

4552. Since it would seem that import might 
be more easily stopped than export, why is that 
so?-The coast of Cuba is very extensive, and itis 
surrounded by quays and islands, so that infor­
mation of the presence of a ship of the squadron 
can be very easily communicated. 

4553. In what ships is the slave trade con­
ducted ?-Ohiefly steamers. 

4554. Of wh",t nation ?-Srnnish. -
4555. Owned in Spain?-Yes, in Spnin or in 

Cuba. 
4556. Notoriously owned in Spain ?-The true 

ownership of those vessels is neyer known, or can 
never be proved. 

4557 . Lord Alfred ChU1·chill.] Do they sail 
under the Spanish flag ?-If they use any flag of 
their own. 

4558. Chairman.] P ractically, what !laO" do 
they generilly hoist?- The French aud D~tch; 
they used to hoist the American flag, but they do 
not do so now. 

4559. What put a stop to their using the 
American 
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Amencan flaO'? - The treaty witll the United 
Stn.tes for t he

O 

suppression of the slave trad,e. 
~560. Will you state generally, wha~ IS the 

treatment received by the emanClpados of Cuba? 
It is very bad. . 
45U I. What is done for them ?-The emaUC1-

l;:ldo is n.pp~e~ticed for four or ~ve years, under, 
certain condltlOlls. The owner IS bound to teach 
him a trade, and at the expiry of that time he is 
apprenticed again; t he fact is, ,it is nothing but a 
source of revenue to the Ca,ptaoillS general. 

-15G2. To what extent is the condition of t·he 
emancip~tdo superior to that of the slave ?-qn 
the conlral'y,it is mnch WO:'3e; a sla~e can obt~ID 
his liberty as soon as be, pays ~he pl'lce ,at :WhlCh 
l1c is valued by the syndIC. The emanclpado can 
Dever buy his freedom, and just as long as the 
~O\ ernol'''' or captain general chooses to'"l:.e-n:s51<T U 

him i()l' a stipu lated sum, so long the emallC1pado 
remains a I' Jave. Then thc a.buses of' t.he system 
are H~l'Y great; if a slave-owner has an emanci­
pndo, n"nu onc of his own slaves dies, he pu.ts the 
cmancipndo in the place of the slave who dIed. 

4.;63. 'What is the constitution of the :Mixed 
Commia~iun Court at J-Iavanah ?-It consists of a 
Bpanish judge and Spanish a.rbitrator, and also 
of a Hp<luish secretary; their proceedings must 
be ('Iurirrl on in Spanish . There is a B ritish 
judge, ~tlL there is no ar bitxator ~t the I?resent 
mOil lent. so the ",icc -"!onsul comes 1U as arblt ra,tol'. 

4.56-1-. ] ~uppose the :Mixed Commission Court 
hafl very littl e practice nO'w?- U nless a capture 
it! made. and brought before t he court, of course 
1 he ('ourt has nothing to do. 

4.365. You would not therefore suggest any 
improvement in the constitution of the court ?­
No. 

4566. Whv is there not a British arbitra,tor 
there now ?----=-It was uot t,hought necessary to fill 
lip the po~t. 

4.567. 10 your opinion is there a chance, or any 
lwobal>ility, under any circumstances, of the slave 
tJ ltdo revi\ring in Brazil ?-J think not. 

45613. Supposing the Aberdeen A ct were r e­
pealed, do YOll think it would in any way make 
that I"obable 1-1 do not trunk that any country 
whic 1 has abitndoued the slave t r ade ~w ill ever 
t:lk.:- to it again. 

4.;69. Mr. Chichester Fm·tescue.] I s it not the 
ca"l' that it is almost impossible to obtain a con­
viction in a Span ish court at Cuba for slave 
tmcliog ?-You cannot get evidence of any kind 
to l"onvict a slave trader. 

1570. lIow doel:i that come to pass, seein O" that 
there i~ a large anti-slavery party in the island? 
-Beranse it is money which does every thlng in 
Cuua; the Spani. h officials are corrupt from first 
to 1:1'1. 

4571. But tbat alone would not prevent the 
}los~ibil.ity of obtaining the evidence of witnesses, 
wou ld It?·-You can buy any evidence that yon 
1' l ea~e in C uba. 

. 4572. L., there any terrorism exercised over 
wItnesses ?-There are threats of assassination 
always held over their heads. 

4573. There is, in fact, a system of terrorism? 
-1:5; iu Cuba the slave trader is all powerful. 

4.)7,1. But nevertheless there is a considerable 
aut ~- l'\lay o I'Y party, you say?-There is a strong 
rmtl~~I!l\'e~'Y pu.rty among the proprietary body; 
tlll' mt('Ulgeut planters are strongly aga.inst the 
t-flare t~'ade, Dot against the institution of slavery; 
tlwy '\QuId .like to maintain it; but they are 
strong-I), agallll5t the slave trade. 

0.3U. 

4575. I s that feeling shared in by any of tile 
other classes on the island ?-There are only two 
olasses on t he -i sland, the agricul tnrarl and the 
mercantile ola.ss; the merchants do not occupy 
themselves much with the question. 

4576 . Would the Cuban Creoles prefer to set 
up for t hemselves, rather than to b e annexed to 
the United States ?-Their idea has generally 
heen to obtain the aid 9f the United States, llind 

' to form one of the States of that U nioD. I have 
never heard of their proposing to emancipate 
themselves, and to r emain an independent na­
t ion. 

4577. Are there many Spaniards in Cuba, 
besides the milit"ry and the officials ?-Yes, a 
very great number. 

4578. 'What is the feeling between them and 
the Creoles ?-Antagonistic in the extreme. 

4579. The Creoles are excluded from all offices, 
civil and military, are they not ?-Yes. 

4580. Do you think that the Creole populat.ion 
\vould be able to hold its own against t.he co­
loured slave population, without the prese:q.ce of 
a Spanish army?-No. 

4581. That, I snppose, leads them to turn 
towards the United States ?-It is their animosity 
to Spain that makes them think of annexing 
themselves to the United States. 

4582. However much they may hate the 
Spaniards, do they feel that t hey could not hold 
themselves against the black population without 
the presence of a Spanish force ?--They do not 
think so t hemselves. The sbve population is not 
intelligent enough to understand that. The free 
negroes who are about the towns know every­
t hing that is going on; but the country slave is 
little better than a machine. 

4583. Do you think the Creoles of Cuha sup­
pose that, if the Spanish power were withdrawn, 
they could govern the country and maintain 
order ?-It would be just the same with them 
as with all the Spanish Americans; there would 
be anarchy and confusion in a few months. I do 
not think them capable of governing themselves. 

4584. Supposing the Spanish power to be with­
drawn, you see no future for Cuba except an­
uexation to the United States ?-No. 

4585. Mr. Gregory.] 'What is the Ullmber of 
negroes in Cuba ?-The Government estimate is 
about 360,000, but I should say about 700,000. 

4586. I think there are very few women among 
them ?-There is a much larger proportion of 
women than there used to be. I should say 
there are probab ly two women to every t lu-ee men. 

4587. When you say there is a larger propor­
tion of women than there used to be, since when 
do you mean ~-I mean within the last 15 years. 

4588. Have women been largely imported ?­
Very lnrO'ely imported. 

4589. l\:rr. Chichester Fortescue.] For the pur­
pose of keeping up the race ?-For the purpose 
of keeping up the race . 

4590. :Mr. Gregor.'l' ] Then the attention of the 
slave owner is turned more to breeding negroes 
than to importing them ?-Very much more. 

4591. I s there auy system of education pursued 
witll. the free negroes ?--None whatever. 

4592. No schools ?-Notrung ofthe kind. 
4593. Is marriage encouraged ?-Yes. 
4594. Strictly, according to the rights of the 

Church?-Yes. 
4595. You know the Southern St.~tes of Ame­

rica very well, do you not? - Very well incleed. 
4596. Is the system of slayery in Cuba very 
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much more severe than that in the Southern 
St.'Ltes of America?-Very much so. 

4597. In a great many estates in Cuba the 
system was not to endeavour to preserve the life 
of the negro by giving him moderate work, but 
to use him up within a short period ?- That was 
the case long ago, but it is not so now. 

4598. I heard it stated in Cuba, in 1860, that 
if 1lhey got seven yea.rs' service out of ar slave t11ey 
were satisfied: is that the general feeling ?-Not 
now. 

4599. Chairman. ] Was that the feeling, do you 
think, so late as 1860 ?-No; I think that feel­
ing died away after General O'Donnell's govern­
ment, in 1849. 

4600. Mr. Gregory.] I presume that it would 
be difficult for this importation of slaves to he 
carried on if there was great dete:vmination on the 
part of the Captain GeneraJ and officals?­
The present C"pta,in General has done as much as 
a man could do to put down the slave trade. 

4601. But unsuccessfully?- Unsuccess£ully, 
because he cannot depend upon his officers; he 
has superseded them one after another. 

4602. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] That arises 
also from the state of the law ?-Yes. 

4603. Mr. Gregory.] It seems that there is no 
~reat difficulty in obtaining the most ample in­
formation with regard to the nature of the car­
goes landed, where they a·re landed, and from 

what ship ?-The public seldom know anything 
about it. 

4604. Butthere is no difficulty on the partofthe 
autboritie. ?- The authorities can always find it 
out if they please. 

4605. I asked you that question because you 
",re aware that your father has plaoed in my 
hands an account of all the slave vessels that 
toucbed at Cuba in 1859, the number of slaves 
in each vessel, and the names of the captains?­
Yes, th",t is the annual return which is sent to 
the Foreign Office, and which is compiled from 
such information as we are able to obtain. 

4606. One-third is added by your father for 
"unknown ?"-Yes, but I think that that was 
enti,rely erroneous; this practice did not origi­
nate with him. 

4607. Then, do you think tha,t, practically, the 
slave trade could be put down by any internal 
movement of the authorities in Cuba, or that it 
can ouly be done by external force ?-I think 
it can ouly be done by the Home Government 
of Spain altering the penal laws, and declaring 
the slave trade to be piracy; there is no other 
way of dOlug it. 

4608. However willing the Captain General 
of Cuba may be to put down the slave t1;ade, you 
think it is impossible to do it from the state of 
the law and the 00nnivance of the officlaJs under 
him ?-Quite impossible. 
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A....'DREW SWA.NZY, Esq., was called in; and Examined. 

4609. Cllairman.] W,LL YOll state the number 
of years for which you were formerly resident on 
the Gold Coast?- I resided on the Gold Coast 
for six years, from 1844 to 1850, and afterwards 
in 185.3. 

first place, I believe that, solely t hrouo-h the pre- A . Swanzy 
sence of the] British along- the coast~ the slave Esq.' 
trade ,,:a~ pre vented; and, m the next place, that . 
the BrItISh Protectorate and the occupation of 15 May 
the forts by us led entirely to the abolition of J 865. 4610. ,Yill you state wbat offices you held 

during those years ?-I w~s ?oID!lland.ant and 
magistrate in the Ahanta distrIct III D1X Cove 
for two years, and for three years at Anna­
lUlllJoe; I held the salUe office there under the 
j udi('ial flecsessor. 

4611. Lord Slan/e.v.] I s the office of com­
mandant a military office ?- No, it IS not; at that 
time the commandant.s were unpaid. 

4612. Mr. Clleetham.] Were you appointed 
to that office by the Govermnent ?-I was ap­
poiuted by the Government. 

4613. Cllairman.l What do you mean by the 
expression under the judicial assessor ?-I was 
appointed by the Governor, of course; but I had 
the a(hninistl'ation of justice in tho5e dlstnct.s, 
and I had to report all my cases and my decisions 
tll tnc judicial assessor. . 

4614. With all, appeal from yourself to blm ?­
Exactlv. 

461.5. ,ViII YOll state to the Committee what 
Las been vour acquaintance with the Gold Coast 
Bince 18501-1 have been trading to the Gold 
Coast for the last 20 years, and still am doing so. 

4616. " -hat were YOll doing in 1853 ?-I was 
on the Coast no-ain in 1853 for a short tIme; and 
nt the time th; Ashantees came down from the 
interior, I was sent up by Governor Hill as a 
kind of commissioner, I presume, to ta,ke the 
control of the native auxiliary forces there. 

4617. 'Vere you present ·in the camp?- Yes. 
4618. What did you see?- We bad no engage­

ment with the Ash~utecs, but we had a very large 
body of auxiliary troops, from 13,000 to 14,000 
mell, and before the news of peace had reached 
all the friendly districts, we had 24,000 luen. 

human sacrifice ; I believe also that the COn-
ditio~ of tl~e domestic slaves was ,rcry much 
ameliol'ateclm consequence, a.nd I can cite some 
singular instances of tha.t; but there is one 
more benefit, and that is the o-reatest benefi t 
namely, that it keeps the cillefs ~rom quarrellin: 
among themselves, .and by keeping them united, 
enables them to resIst the King of Ashantee. 

4621. 'What would be the disadvantao-e to 
English interests, or to commerce in O"ene~al if 
the Ash,,:ntee king w.as allowed to subdue t1;ose 
mmor chIefs ?- I believe that, for many years' 
the Gold Coa~t, and, in fact, the whole of that 
coast for 200 miles, and pel-haps for 80 miles in 
the in terior, would be in a state of canst.aut WM' 

as it was iu the early part of this century. ' 
4622. But supposing the IGng of Ashantec to 

have conquered them all, why should war COQ- . 
tinue to exist ?-I belieye he neYer would he 
never d.id virtually conquer the whole of' the 
Gold Coast district; still he woultl immediately 
attempt to conquer those chiefs one by one. 

4623. Supposing 1.e could conquer them and 
that he established a strong permanent GO;'eru­
ment over the whole of that territory up to the 
coast, "'ould that not be a Inore peaceful state of 
things for commerce ?-It has neYer been so j I ... 
do not believe that, were he nominally dominant 
ou the coast, trade would flourish in consequence, 
because even ill his dominions there are cou­
stantly 'vars. JoVhen he had the control, there 
were constantly wars; his chiefs and ·viceroys 
were so exacting, and so exceedingly arbitrary, 
that the people constantly rebelled, and that was 
the origiu of all the wars between the King of 
Ashantee anel the Coast. 4619. "r ere those men brought there by the 

P;'otcetcd chiefs?_ Yes; the Ashantees were at 
)' nneoomassic, n little distance 10 the interior. 

4620. 'What is your opiuiou with regard to the 
henefits derived from the Briti;:;h Prot.ectoTate?_ 
I heli('\"c th<,y arc H!ry great myself. In the 
Q3~ . 

462-1. Now, referring to the other advanta~es 
which YOll thi uk are derived froUl the BritIsh 
Protectorate, first with reg~l'd to the suppre3sioll 
of the sl,,,,e trade, do you thmk that the squad ron 
cOllld not have blockaded the sla"e trade on the 
Gold Coast without the Engli, hbaving settled on 
B D the 
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the sho1'e ?-1 do 110t think they could. I Can 
O'ive a recent instance if necessary. 
" 4625: The squadron does not attempt to cruise 
on the around supposed to be held by the forts, 
but supposing there were now to be an aug­
mented squadron uudertBJking the blockade, wou ld 
not that, in your opiuion, snfiice for the suppres­
sion of t:l1e slave trade without our presence in 
the forts ?-No, I think 110t.. 

4626. Why do you think so ?-Because they 
could not get the necessary iuformation; sla.ves 
are shipRed often within a short distance of the 
Rr,j,tish forts: a.nd, I believe., we ca.p.not do 
without our settlements on shore. 

4627. How recent is your information from the 
Gold Coast; I mean your personal acquaintance? 
-1853. 

4628. You can hardly give an opinion whet.her, 
if the English withdrew from th eir settlements 
on the Gold Coast, the slave trade would be 
likely to revive ?-I can give au" opinion; I 
believe it would, provided there wa~ any demand. 

4629 . .From what part ?-From every part. 
4630. Do you mean from the places where the 

forts are ?-Yes. 
4631. What tribes, in your ol,inion, would 

export slaves ?-All of them if they had an op­
portunity. 

4632. Both the protected tJ.·ibes and the Ashan­
tees ?-N ot all the protected tribes, but some of 
t hem would. 

4633. 'With regard to the suppression of 
human sacrifices and cruel practices, have you 
any actual information with regard to the dimi­
nut,ion of those atrocities ?-I,have no persona.l in­
formation, because I do not believe that any body 
possesses that; but, from what I know and saw" 
I believe they would return to those practices in 
the event of the withch'awal of the British 1'1'0-

tect,ion from the COR st. 
4634. Cau you give the Committee any infor­

mat.ion with rega,I'd to the actual diminution of 
those practices ?-Huma.n saorifice has ceased 

. altogether. I believe that the last instance was 
-in 1833, 01' 1834, in Mr. McLean's time. 

4635. Do you mean in the Protectorate ?­
Yes, in the Proteotorate. 

4636. Can you say that with reD'arc! to 
Ashanfee those practices have ceasec! ?- '&o, they 
remain to the present clay in Ashantee. 

4637. ,Vith regard to tho custom of domestic 
slaver\', to what extent has the influence of the 
English Govel'ument diminished or mitigated 
that?-To a very considerable extent, no doubt; 
it has ameliorated the condition of the domestic 
slave. III (J,e first place, auything like oppres­
sion is impossible, because the slav.e has t.he right 
of' appeal to the court of the judicial assessor 
and ot,her magistrates, and in case of cruelty 
being proved against the mastel', the slave is 
generally set free; that was the case in my time, 
even in 1847, 18i8, .. nd 1849. 

4638. When was the judicial assessor first 
appointed ?-In 1843 I think; but prior to that 
time Mr. McLean took the office of judicial 
assessor. 

4639. Do you know whether the office of judi­
cial assessor has been cmrl'ied ont to the present 
day, in the manner first intended ?-No. 

4640. In what way haa the office changed?­
By taking, as I heal', all the power from the 
native chief's. 

4641. So that the judicial assessor is practi-

cally an English ib"lge administering the English 
law?-Yes. . 

4642. Not sitting with the chiefs ?-No; on 
the contrary, he has ignored the powers of the 
chiefs. 

4643. ,'I'hen you were judge lIuder the judi­
cial asseS$Ol', what was tJle ~ssessol' IJ1:nctically 
then ?-.A.n assistant to the native chiefs. 

4644. "Vas that the case during t.be whole of • 
your experience ?-Dlll'ing the whole of roy ex­
perience, all cases brought before the judicial as­
sessor without referring to the nati:ve courts were 
tried by him as a matter of course, but up to the 
yeal: 1850 the native chiefs themselves had the 
whole jurisdiction which has been taken ii'om 
them. 

4645. Did you administel' two kinds of law, 
one for (J,e British anel one fox the natives ?-I 
adjudged as well as I could tbe nat.ive laws, but 
of course if they clasbed very much with Otll' 
ideas, I refused to administer tbem 01' did t.he best 
I could, but I never founel 'my difficulty. 

4646. ~T as it because the administration of 
the native law was found difficult that the 
assessor gradually became an English judge?­
I do not think so. I think that the native law . 
was very similar "to ours. 

4647. Then wh •. t was the cause ofth.e change? 
- The desire of obtaining power, I suppose, or 
probably in ianorance of the rights of the native 
shiel's themseI,'es. 

4648. Did the nat.ive chiefs practically in your 
time sit with the nssessor and assist ?-N ot 
always, but iu a number of cases they did. They 
were allowed themselves to hold separate courts. 

4649. ,'Vas that found satisf"ctory in your time? 
- Yes. 

4650. Should you say that the judicial admiDis­
tration was better in your tune than it had been 
UDder the lllel:chantS' government, or that of 
Governor l\IcLean ? - In :my time, Governor 
j\'IcLean's eystem prevailed to a great extent. 

4651. On the: whole, which should you say 
administered justice the best; the gO'i'ernment of 
merchants or the gOTel'llment of the Grown ?­
I should say the O'o'Vel'lllnent of the merchants, 
because Governor ~IcLean was their representa­
tiYe on t,he coast. 

J 4652. Are Y011 aware that one of the grounds 
on which the Committee of 1842 recommended 
the Crown to resume the goyernment was, that 
the gOYCl'nment of merchants acted ineffectively 
in the administration of justice ?-Yes. 

4653. Do YOU believe that the change made, 
crun'ieel out" the object of the Committee in 
improving the administration of justice ?- I do 
uot. 

4654. Wltat practical effect besides the appeal 
given to the slave has the administration of 
justice by tbe EngE_h had upon the custom_of 
clomestic slavel'y?-That is the p"incipal ef!'eet; 
I may say that it has prevented practices of the 
most abominable description. In my time, it was 
not uncommon for a Ulan to ~ell.d out his wife to 
become a public prostitute, much to the disgust of 
the wife herself. That was stopped by the 
Government, because, when a woman complained 
to the judioial assessor, of COllrse she had a.-free 
book given her; t.hat is to say, she- was made 
ii·ee. 

4655. Were there many cases of fugitive slaves 
coming before your court?-Yes. . 

4656. How were they then adjudioated ?- If 
possible, 
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possible, I used to persua?e the. ow ner of. the 
slave who ca~e down pl'onded WIt.h a letter from 
tile ICing of Ashantee to sell him among tbe coast 
tribes, where he woulcl be better ca.red for, but 
if thnt were impossible (slavery being then re­
cognised by us), I nsed myself to giye them a. 
trifle to bring him down agai,n, to sho,,' that he 
had not been beheaded or ill-treated. . 

4657 . Do yon think it is better for the 
EoO'i-ish, to some extent, tcu:ecognise the custom, 
and

o 
attempt to mitiga.te it by some process of 

sale or emancipation, or that it is bette~' to set 
their faces directly against the cnstom, anc1 treat 
it penally ?-It is much better to do it ill the 
former way, than to a.ttempt to reat it penally. 
I t.hink that tha t would be impossible; it would 
gi"e rise to grea.t distul'bances, because '@le w~ole 
system of society is foun.ded on c1o~ti:c .... ~la;.ye:r..y. 

4658. Do you think that- we miglit meet the 
evil half way by recognising it in that way, witlh 
better effect than our present system produces? 
-I do; I should say it would be advisahle that 
the judicial asse8sor should sit outside the fort, 
and ,hat he should there adjudicate ou cases of 
slavery. 

4659. ,'Vhere is the court now held ?-It is held 
within the forts, ou Bl·j tish ground. 

4660. Is Cape Coast Castle t he court to which 
all such appeals would corue ?--Yes. 

466l. Does t.he judicial assessor m •. ke any cir­
cuit to the other forts ?-I believe so. 

4662 . Altogether, should you say that the con­
dition of the domestic slave is better than it used 
to be, beforc the English took possession of the 
government ?-I ha:ve no doubt of it. 

4663 . Have you any opinion to give to the Com­
mittee, with regard to enabling slaves to emigrate 
us free passengers to the ' Yest Indies or else­
where, where t.hey might be useful as labourers ? 
-I do not believe they would 0"0. 

4664. Neither to the ,'Vest Indies nor anywhel·e 
else?-No. 

4665. Wlly would they uot go ?-Because they 
have a dread of going. 

4666. ,Vould yom answers apply to men under 
Bentence of death and captives of war ?-That is 
a different question. 

4667. Do you think that those slaves who 
are either under sentence of death, or are captives 
of war, could be- taken by the English compul­
sorily from the chiefs, ¥iving the chiefs no ' com­
pensation, and sent as tree emigrants to the West 
helies ?-That might be done, provided they 
could understand their position. 

4~68. Have you ever considored that question ? 
-l'iot so prominently as you now put "t before 
me . 

. 4669. W· ere most 01· all of those protected 
tnbe. uncler the sovereignty of Ashantee origi­
nall\"?-No. 

46iO. The F antees were, I believe? - Not 
alton-ether } that is a great mistake. The King 
of Ashantee gradually conquered many of the 
tnbes, and about the y.>;r 1820 he had the 
supreme control of the coast, with the exception 
of the Fantee tribes. 

4671. , Yhat is your opinion with regard to 
the actual terms of the treaties between the 
British and the protected territories, with respect 
to o,:u' duties ?-:My impression is that we have 
llO rIght, and I do not think that we are expected, 
tc. fight solely for them; the expression useel by 
the Utltl\'es to me was, H If you hold the flag we 
~~. ' 

idea of t,he t reaty in A Swanzy, will fight;" that was the 
my time. 

4672. VVhat wel·e the causes which led to the 
Esq. 

King of Ash.ntee's invasion from 1853 to 1864? li; May 
-h 1853, one of the great causes of t he invasion ·lS6,. 
was the discontent of the chiefs from the mann er 
in wJrioh they were disreo'arcled, as they are now, 
I believe. Cheboo was tbe Chief of Assin, and 
he sent a message to the KinO" of ASM,ntee, in-
viting him, anc1 pl'omisillg him that he would 
take back his iii15e 0 become again tributary if 
the king would assi~t him. I believe that was 
from t he m"nner in which Cbehoo had l)een 
treated. I believe that the g·reart mistake usually i 
made by the governors has been in ignoring / .. 
the power and dignity of the nati.e chiefs. 1 do 
no"t know whether that has been f1'om the gover-
nors themselves or not: but it has ~een prac-
tically, so. 

4673. PIave you any proposal t o make with 
regard to the bankruptcy laws on the Gold 
Coast 1- 1 think th",t they have been most inju­
rious to trade; I have w,·itten to the Colonial 
Office twice on the subject. The bankruptcy 
laws have given rise to fraud. A nat.ive invests 
the first money he makes, generally speaking, in 
slaves;' he t-akes care before he becomes a baruk­
l'upt to have a large number of those s1aves; the 
court cannot do anything with them, and of 
COlU'5e he eSGapes and goes away into "the bush. 
Of the JJative traders, who before conducted 
themselves well and parid their accounts, and 
were held to be respectable, more t han two-thirds 
haye -since gone tln·ot.lgh the court, oertainly 
oue;;half of them. , 

4674. Wh"t is tbe nature of the amendment 
which you would propose ?-I am not prepa,red 
to Bay wh",t amendment I .should propose; I 
should certainly propose a different law of some 
sort; ifis impossible to deal with such people as 
they a,re in th e sa,me manner as you deal with 
people here, hecause they keep no books or 

'aceounts. 
4675. It is the inapplicahility of the English · 

. bankruptcy law to their state of society that 
you point out?-Yes. '. 

4676. I s it the same lam as ours 1-\Tery much ; 
a mam comes fOl'wal'd, makes a schedule of his 
assets and so forth; I need bardly say.that it is ~ 
very difficult to trace the truth of anything of 
that kind for -the+reason I gave with regard to 
the existence of domestic slavery; it is impos­
sible to deal with the a-'Sets. 

4677. Will you now state to the Committee 
what is yotu· commel·ciaJ. connection with the 
Gold Coast 1-I have factories a.long the wbole 
coast, estnblishments of my own.; I have a~ents 
there, and I ship goods n-oll England to them, 
and they dispose of t hose goods for me. 

4678. Have not Messrs. Foswr anet Smit·h a 
commercial eBt."thlishment there -also? - Not in 
the same way; they ship goods 0 consignment 
ouly; they give credit to the native and Euxo­
pean traders, receiving consignmentp in return. 
I ship on my own account almost entirely. 

4679. Will you staw generally the nature of 
the gooclsimported into Africa and export~d from 
Africa in your agency?-They are principally 
I\1auchester ¥00ds; two-thirds are cotton goods. 

4680. And you ship cutlery, I suppose ?-Yes, 
cutlery, hardware, gUllS, gunpowder, lead, brass, 
and, in fact, nearly everything; of recent years, 
I have shipped little things, which prove to me 

nn2 th" 
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.A. Swallzy, t,hatthe nati 7es on that particular coast 3!re .more 
Esq. attentive to their domestic comfort; I hve 

shipFed ch..ws and those things. 
11; May 4681. 'What do you export fruru Africa?-

1865_ Gold dust, yalni oil, and ivory. 
41682. Will you state generally to the Oom­

mittee what bas been the -increase or decrease in 
the trade during your experience ?-F1y trade 
increasede very rapidly up to 1858 or 1859; it 
was very prosFerous ",nd then it fel! off. • 

4683. Why did it fall off?-It fell off partly 
, owing to the disturba.nces in the eastern dist6ct 

in Crobo; in oonsequence . of tne fine imposed 
there by nbe Government, and afterwards it was 
principaUy owing to the 'A shantee wa,r. 

4684. Do you think that those disturbances, 
and the fines imposed by the Government, would 
not have, occurred if the English had attempted 
to blookade the slave trade only from the sea, 
and pel'ha,ps maintained a consul only (instead of 
a governor), wi,th some na.tive power on shore ?­
I believe those wal'S would have occurred as they 
did occur in former yea,r8, a;Dd some wou1d have 
been even Worse than they were formerly. , 

4685. Do you not believe that the presence 
of an English Gov~rnment on shore tends to 
create disturbances am€lng the natives?-I believe 
it has had very much the contrary effect. 

4686. Are you not of opinion that it might lead 
certain tribes, relying on t.be assista.nce of the 

, English, to. ruake war on other tribes?-I think 
not, 

4687. Do you not think that the protected 
tribes rely on British assistance to some extent 
to resist the King of Ashantee?-Y es; but they 
principally rely on themselves. 

4688. Do you think nbatif the En{$lish kept on 
the sea t.hose distorbances would stll! occur 1-
I believe so from the previous history of the 
coast; I mel'ely spea.k from my experience, au9. 
what 1 have read. 

4689. Then how do you account for the steady 
increase of trade up to 1853 ?- In the first pl.ce, 
_with regar.d to the palm oil trade, it arose in a 
j;reat measure from the introduction of a small 
currency, capable of being exchanged for palm 
oil, that is to say, cowries. Upon the Gold 
Coast., within my recollection, cowries were not 
cm."ent on the whole of the Coast; after that t.he 
natives were willing to exclvmge their palm oil 
and to bring it dow,n .at once for cowries; they 
came down immediately with it, as soon as thatt 
introduction of cowries took place. 

4690. Was tn-ere no ~edium of exchange be­
fore ?-None, except goods; and they were un­
willing to buy goods except they wanted them; 
the consequence was that they allowed the nuts 
very often to ripen and to rot on the trees. 

4691. You seem to hlbve heen 0f opinion with 
regard to the bankruptcy laws and other laws, 
that the administration of justioe hy the English 
has more 01' less clashed with the native customs, 
do you think that that has to allY extent created 
the distlu'bances, in consequence of which com­
merce has faJIen off?- No, I think not. I think 
that they have been injm'iotls to the merchants, 
but not in tna,t way. 

4692. Supposing the slave trad~ to cease, and 
that the English oonsequently havmg no lUterest 
to look after hut commerce on the vVest CQast 
of Africa, reduced their establishments there, do 
you think that the merc.nt,ile interest would feel 

the loss of their protection ?-I do, most cer­
jjainly. 

4693. AI'e you conversant With other parts of 
the West Co.st ?-Only in so far that I have 
read ahout them, hut not personally; I trade only 
to that part, Whydah, and all aJong from Cape 
Palmas. 

4694. But are there not parts of the coast 
wbere trade thrives quite as well or better with-

• ont protection? - Yes. 
4695. Then how do you account for that ?-I 

cannot account for it; at RiYer B.onny and Cala­
bar there is nothing except a gun-boat. 

4696. Then if protection is necessary on the 
Gold Coast for the interests of commerce, how 
do you account for commerce at 'Cal.bar and 
Bonny thri'Ving even better w ithout protection? 
-I helieye the district around Bonny is most 
suitable for the production of palm oil, .. nd I be­
lieve tht the carriage by river is. bette1'. ThOit 
tends in a great de~!ee to foster commerce; there 
is a large palm oil ctistTict theTe. 

4697. Then the protection of the English 
settlement is so fa.u disadvantageous to comrnClice 
that the object of suppressing the sla,e trade has 
led us to settle in not the best places for com-

, merce ?-That may he so; certainly the Gold 
Coast commerce is unimportant as compared with 
other places. -

4698. It is possi'ble then, the s11. .. e trade having 
ceased, that we might in 'bbe intel'est of commerc.e 
cbange the position of our settlements ?-I think 
not with advantage. 

4699. How far do you think a native Govern­
ment 'Would carryon the. GoverDment more 
cheaply t.han the English, and therefore find it 
necessary to impose smaller duties on commerce; 
taking the King of Bonny, for instance, do you 
think nb"t he conducts his Government more 
cheaply than the English conduot theirs on the 
Gold Coast, so as to require smaller duties in 
order to produce a revenue ?- I thi'nk not;. the 
per-centa"'e on the Gold Coast is 2 per cent. 

4700. ft i. not your opinion that the English 
Government is expensive tbelre ?--=-No, not par:;. 
ticuhrly so, 'except the military establiShment. 

4701. Which is paid by England ?-Which is 
paid by England. 

4702. Is it ' your opinion that the Govel'hor 
himself might exercise more judicial authority 
than he does ?- He should be the principal judi­
cial authority everywhere, except, perhaps, at 
Sierra Leone. 

4703. But is it not the case that the governors 
are often ruen not professionally acquainted winb 
law ?~So much the better, I think. 

4704. You think that the law sbould not be 
str.ictly according to statute, but the common sense 
of the judge ?-Yes, with a cert.ain knowledge of 
tihe na,tive custom~ and habits. 

4705. Do you think the judicial assessor ha'~iig 
become a judge, the former intention of his office 
could be returned to?-Withput the slightest 
difficulty. ' 

4706. Are you of opinion that he could be 
made to assi'st the chief -in his administrat.ion of 
the law ?-Quite so. 

4707. ,Vilat is your opinion with re~ard to the 
Queen's Advocate's Office ?-F1y opimon is that 
it is wholly unnecessary and injurious, because I 
think a native oannot understanet that any man 
should talk against him who has no interest in 
the case before the court; it is a very different 

settlement 
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spttiement from Sierra Leone ; they do not hear you say that it was of any benefit to this 
UUde1'6tJ\ud t11e system of PI' act ice at the bar; and c.ountry?-I am not awal'e that it is of any par­
Il$ 1'01' protecting the Q,ueell's interest, tJ-le re is no tlCuJar benefit to t.his country, except that ito' 
ne('e.:'~jh" for it. secures t.he commerce of the country . 

-liDS." " rhat-is your opinion with reg~rd to the 4723, Have you any means of informing the 
effect of trial by jury in our settlements ?-It has Commit.tee what has been the crrowth of com­
iJe(>ll inju rious ill ma.ny instances. I think, gene- m erae in the protected territori~s, as compared 
rally. that certa.in Jaws, suitable only to a. state of with commerce In parts over which we exercise 
~oc{ety such as exists in this country, have been DO power, taking the last 20 years for inertance? 
intl'lJduced. there and have-pot answereCl the -The growth of commerce has been compara-
purpose. . .. tively small withmtl'lelast 20 years. 

4709. J-l ave you formed any deCIded opllllon 4724. As a rnatter of fact, trade has increa:aed 
with l'ecra.rd 10 the proposals which have been much more rapidly durino: the last 20 yea-rs in 
made toO. concentrate the British Government at parots over '1'hioh, Englana exercises no control 
tjiena Leone 1-1 have. than it has on the Gold Coast, has it not?-It 

4 i 1 O. ",Vhat is YOUl' opinion on that subj ect?- has; but those parts were comparatively little 
r :should say that it would be a very e~cellent known some years ago, \'\hile the whole of our 
thing for the whole coa.st. ~ - trade was carried on on the Gold Coastformerl;r. ,. 

o! 711. On what ground have you tol"med. that 4725. I s there any recent increase of trade 
opinion ?-In the first place, I believe that a on the Gold Coast ?--':'On the contrary, there has 
better mau could be obta.ined, provided thfllt you been a decrease w~thin t.he last £ve or six yeM's. 
madc the remuneration worth his while; in the 4726. Alt.hough they have had t\le benefit of 
second place, I believe the policy waul,] he more the British Protectorate for the last 20 years ?­
consi:stent j and, in the third place, I believe tha.t Yes, but the recent decrease in trade has been 
a military force, without any reference "rhatever under peculiar ch-cumstances. 
to the Home Government, could be immediately 4727. It has been in consequence of war and _ 
taken to any part of the coast where itwas re- internal disturbances, youmean ?-Yes. 
quil'cd, which would be an advantage. r believe 4728. But it is for the prevention of wars and 
that, in the e'-ent of en es such as those w-hich disturbances that our occu,patiou of the coul1try 
recently happelled on the Gold Coast, namely, is sup,posed to be effective 1-1 believe so; I may 
the Ashalltee ,V Rot', the intervention of a stranger say that tOl" a period of 15 -yE!nrr: there was little 
of rnnk would have a grea.t effect on the nn/[,ives; 01' no cQmmerce a.t all with the Britisb ; it almost 
it alwaYd bad an effect upon them in the case of entirely ceased when the Asha.ntees were a.t war 
a speclnl person scnt clown. with the native trihes. 

47 12. ~llpposing the Governor had his resi- 47~Wbatever the theory lllay be, then, the 
(lcnce nt, Sierra Leone, and the troops were con- fact is that the British oCQupatiou bas not secured 
ccotrated there too, do you think tJlat the numbel' internal tranquillity in such a manner as to give 
of fort; on the Gold Coast might be reduced 1- 1 elrecti,e protection to trade?-No, it has not 
thmk not. secured tha.t, certa,inl y . 

~713. Why not1- Becallse the for ts are a,t such 4730. Then looking forward to the continu<1nce 
a distance fromheacl-qual' ters, except Annamarboe, of that protectorate as a thing desirable, do you 
that we coultI not carryon the system without a wish that some more decisive means should be 
('omnHtnclant at each. taken for making the protectorate effective 1-

H14. Your pr.oposal, then, would simply re- 1 should certainly wish it, but I should wish it 
s~tlt in an increased expenditure, would it not?- done, and it can Qe done, without any further in-
10, I do not see that, except in the inorease of crease of expense to this country. \ 
the Governor's salary; for the military expendi. · 4731. 'ViII you explain to the Committee the 
tll1'e might be reduced in consequence~ plan which you would propose for that purpose? 

4715. But not tile civil establishment 1- There -Principally by ",!lowing the protected native 
Dli~ht even be changes made for the better in the chiefs to exercise their own l'ights of jUl'isdiotion 
cinl establishment. - in their own uistricts, and by keepinO" them united, 

4716. Do yon believe that the revenue on the to secure them aga~ust anything like a further 
Gold Coast might be increased so a.s to cover attempt on the part of the King of Ashantee to 
nll the expenses of the civil establishment ?-I again trouble the peace or the coast: it has been 
am afraid not unller present circumstances. principally his knowledge of the want of un ani-

H17. Do you think thot the duties are as higll mity among the proteoted tribes, that ha~ led him 
as they can be ?- Yes. to make those attempts. 

4718. Is tbat owing to the presence of the 4732. You think that too much power has been 
Dutch ?-Entirely so. taken from the ohiefs, and that our interference 

4719. Supposing that we could make "uyal"- has been carried too far"!-I ao. 
rangemellt with the Dutch, do you think that a 4733. Do you think that if they were left 
higher ,·evenue could be raised?- W ithout any more alone, they would be less likely to quarrel? 
difficulty whatever. - Yes; but sti ll they should be to SOIDe extent 

4720. And without ohecking commerce?- under the advice or control of tbe British Go-
Yea. "ernment. 

4721. Supposing that the troops and the seat 4734. You mean that a certain amount of l'ro-
of Goverenmllt we re concentrated at Sierra tect.ion is good to prevent the cbiefd quarrelling, 
Leone, would the Governor of the Gold Coast bnt tha.t if it is carried a little further, it lea.ds to 
l'equ~re a police?-Y e5; bu t I think tlley would their beina disunited 1-1 mean tha.t interference 
reqUlre some troops also on the Gold Coast. with tQei~ riahts has led to discontent on their 

4i22. Lord Stanley.l I think I underdtood you part, and theOKing of Ashantee being aware of 
to say that the British Protectorate was a benefit this fact, has taken the opportunity of attacking 
to the ,,"tiYes on the Gold Coast, but I did not them. 

0.39. B B 3 4735 . . In 

.4. Swanzy, 
Esq. 
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4736. In fact, you m'e of opiuion that the chiefs 
think we are encroaching on their rights, and that 
we are endeavouring to assume all nhe power to 
ourselves 1-1 believe so. 

4736. And that they are discontented in con-
sequence ?-' Yes. . 

4737" And it does not appeal' to you that the 
protected ;:eople are more contented than the 
chief~ ?-N 0, I presume they nrc not more con­
tented. 

4738 . One of the rights they value most is the 
right of dealing as they please with their own 

• domestic shvcs ? - Y cs. 
4739. And it is precisely our interi'el'ence in 

that matter that has caused the greatest unpo­
pularity among them, i. it not ?-I think not; 
our interference has never been injul'ious to the 
mastel's, except those t,hat have proved cruel. 

4740. Then what rights of thei;s have we 
interfered with in such a manner as to cause cus­
content ?-Not the rights of the people; IpM'ti-

I.. cubrly mean the rights of the native chiefs to hold 
courts and exercise jurisdiction. ,Chiefs have been 
in some instances brought down from the interior 
to the ooast at the summons of their own people, 
meu of no stamding or anything else, and tri.ed 
for some petty crime, as if they were men of no 
importance whate,'cr. 

4741. Do you think it possible for au educated 
Englishman and a savage African chief to sit a.s 
judges with a co-ordinate nuthority?-Yes, I 
do; they are certainly illi terate, hut not barba­
rous altogether. I 1mve had an opportunity of 
sitting with them, and I never had a difficulty; 
of course the natural influence of the educated 
Europea.n is predominant, and generally decides 
the cause, out he should recognize their rights. 

4742. Do you not th ink the effect of such a 
combined jurisdiction is such that it must neces­
sarily lead in the end to all the power conricg 
into the hands on the Em'opeans 7-1 think not; 
it is only in cnses where unjust decisions have 
been come to, and oppl'essi ve meastucs exercised 
by the ch.iefs, that the Europeau power need be 
exercised in that way, and of COurse when 
EUl'opeans are concerned. 

4743. I understood you to say that t.he chiefs 
do not expect us to fight for them, but that they 
say, ,,'W e will fight if' you will hold the flag"?­
Yes. 

4744. "What is meant by our holding t,he Bag? 
-It means t,hat we nrc to form a nucleus around 
which they are to assemble; we "'re to keep them 
united; indeed the whole of DlU' l~cgulal! troops 
are a mere handful. . 

4745. Does it come to this, H'Ve have no 
objection to fight, provided we know that you 
are behind us to back us up if we are bea,ten)l? 
-Not even so ll.HlOh as that: it illeans this, 
"Keep us ,united, and advise us, and we will 
fight our own hattles." 

4746. If they become disuuited, and refuse to 
listen to our arbit.ration, what is our remedy?­
We have no remedy; we must lea.ve them to 
their own devices, I In-eBwne. 

4747. Or attempt to coerce them ?·-Orattempt 
to coorce them. We might interfere in the case 
of a quarrel between two uative chiefs, aud to 
that extent the interference might he effectual. 

4748. J ud"ing from your experience of Afri­
cun affairs, wr,ic.h alternatlve do)'ou th.ink would 
he roost likely to be adopted 1-1 beliel"e that we 

sltmlcl interpose by a force, but the force re­
quired would be of the 'smallest kind. 

4749. The expense would he paid from horoe, 
I suppose ?-I presume so; but a sufficient re­
venue might almost be raised on the coast. 

4750, There would not be a single person in 
the Colony who would be interested in keeping 
down the expense, would there ?-I cannot say. 

4 7j'1. '~T auld there not be a good many people 
on the coast who would have a very strong in· 
terest in keeping it up ?-I tbink nobody, except 
for the protection of trade; I do not think that 
anybody could derive any benefit from it. 

4752. Chairman.] Those who supply-the troo1;'s 
with food, and so on, would have an interest m 
keeping it up, would they not ?-They a.re sup­
plied by the Government, at an enormous expense, 
from Sierra Leone; our trade is entirely with 
the natives. 

4753. Lord Stanley.] Then this country 
which we hft"e held for 20 yearS is in that posi­
tion that it is not able to supply a small expedi­
tion with anything it requires, but all the snp­
plies must come from Sierra Leone ?-It depends 
on what is considered by the Government neces­
sary 1'01' the expedition. The troops are rationed 
in t.he same way as they o,re here, which is wholly 
unnecess~ry : when I wa-s there, the troops pIO· 
visioned themselves. The expense is very great 
in supplying beef and so on; whel'eas they could 
supply themselves for one-foUl'th of the amount, 
certainly, and I believe . they did when I was 
there. 

4754. The troops al'e all black troops, of 
course ?-They arc all black troops. 

4755. Mr. Buxton. 1 Do the black troops suffer 
fi'om the climate ?-1 never heard of a.ny snch 
suffering. 

4756 . Do you tbink that the natives al'e in­
clined to industry?- I am sorry to say not, from 
my experience. 

4757. They arc sharp for trade, an<l eager 
. about it, are they not?-Yes, they are traders 
from children upwards. 

4758 . But not inclined to steady manual 
lahour ?-No. 

4759. Are they intelligent?-Yea, many of 
them are very intelligent. 

4760. There is reaUy a considerable atllount 
of not exactly civilisation, but organisatiQll of 
societl among them, is there not?- Yes, there 
is a kllld of society. 

4761. So far as you know, do they show good 
sense in judging the cases that come before 
them?-They have done 80; I scarcely evOl' had 
to reverse the decision of a. native chief. 

4762. Their knowledge of all the details of 
any case that comes before them would much 
exceed that of au English jndge, of course?­
Yes, undoubtedly. 

4763. Al'e they amenable to our Government; 
are they inclined to take advice?- Yes, very 
much so ; not only to the Government, but to 
any Europeans. 

4764. Do you think that they wish us to retire 
fl'Om the coast ?-1'\0. 

4765. Do they think that it is for their interest 
that we should remain ?-They clo. 

4766. And their interest must be mainly iden­
tioal with ours, I suppose ?-Yes. 

4767. Theil' interest is iJ,at they should hav. 
plenty of tracie, and that is am interes1l also, i. it 
not?-Ycs; hut heyond tJlRt they know that. ow' 

presence 
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presence prevents inter-tribal wars. I have ~y­
self repeatedly prevented quarrels between tnbes 
by my own presenee. 

4768. Do you thillk that we could use any 
direct influence with the King of l \..shantee to 
keep peRce ?--Yes, with great benefit. 1 believe 
he himself is desirous of being fhendly to us. 

4769. Have we t.~kell any steps lately to that 
end ?-Not of any consequence, for many: years. 
I thiuk that the last direct mission to the King of 
Ashantee was as {ar back as the year 1820. 

4770. Do you think that if W~ sent. dixect 
mission to the Kiner of' Ashantee again it would 
be likely to tend to" peace 1-Yes, I think ~hat be 
pla('e~ the great-est import.'mce on any mission of 
tbat kind. 

4771. That could be done without an] great 
e"pense, could it not 1-Yes; it w@ld not b'L 
nec-csenr" to send a body of troops. - --

4772, . There would be no great .risk to Eu­
ropeans, would there ?-Not at the propel' season 
of thc year. I believe the intel'io!' to be more 
healthy than the coast. 

4773. I meant with regard to ill-usage; would 
thero he an)' risk of tbat ?-There would noi be 
the slightf':st risk. 

4774. ,yith regard to trade, it is true tliat at 
BOll ny ~ and other points, trade has increased more 

• rapidly than on the protected coast; is not that 
mainly owing to the pa.lm oil trade being almost 
a new tmde ?-Yea. 

4775. And that the cOllntry around Bonny is 
more suittCble for it than the Gold Coast 1-
Ye". 

477G. Do you think that if we were to with­
draw frOID the protected territory, what trade 
there is would collapse ?-'7or a certain number 
of years it would. I belieye that there would be 
an internal war of the most desperate character. 

4777. Do you know the a,nnual value of expol'ta 
f"/lm the Gold Coast? - I think that it is ",bout 

_ 150,000 I. a year on the average. I see in Colonel 
Oj'd's report it is said, that in one year there were 
ex ports to the amount of 53,000 I., but in. that par­
ticulaJ" year my own exports were nearly that. 
I may observe, with regal'd to some of those 
years, that in cOllsequeuce of the war with 
A.hantee, not ouly were the imports to tbe coast 
less than they wel'e .befOl·e, but I, amono' others, 
reshipped a large portion of my sto~k, an~ carried 
them to different part~ of the coast, and sold them 
there. 

4778. Lord Stanley.] Would those imports 
into the proteoted territory, and afterwards re­
exported by you, figUl'e first as impod~ and then 
~niu as exports?-No; they would figure a.s 
Imports ouly. 

4779. 1\11'. Gave.] The African trade is better 
in those parts of the coast where we have no pra­
tectorate than on the Gold Coast, is it not 1-It 
is larger, :lnd better too, I suppose. 

4780. And do you account for t,hat by the elii­
Ference in the tribes ",Irich are on the coast?­
No. not altogether that. Tbere is a larger trade 
a.t Bonny and Old Calabar, because that i. a par­
ticular part of the palm oil district, aDd there is 
auch extensive means of conveying the produce to 
:md fro, mOre conveniently than on tbe Gold 
Coa~t. There never has been a very large trade 
011 the Gold Coast. 

4781. Then, under any ciremnstanees, whether 
w~ were there or no., the trade in the Bonny 
R,,'e,' would be naturally larger than on this part 

0.39. 

of the coast, where we a.re ?- :Most certainly; the A . S';J."ln'lzJ. 
Gold Coa.t was formerly the very bead-quarters E"I' 
of the slave trade. 

4782. You go so faJ: as this, th",t you think, if 16 ~r.y 
we withdl'ell' from those places, the little trade '~65· 
whicb there is would be very much less tban 
it is now?- I believe it would almost cease; I ~ 
do not see any alternative if we were to with-
draw. 

4783. Then would it not seem that Oll one part 
of the coast the trade-lr~s been oreated by natural 
en-uses, and in other parts of the coast by oill 
presence 1-I can hardly say t hat, but partly by 
om· presence; the Ashantees woulc,l trade under 
any circumstances, I believe; the Asha.unee trade 
woulel eventually flourish, but for many years it 
would decrease; the trade has arisen ·'With our 
presence, but I cannot say that it bas arisenf,.om 
om· presence. 

4784. Do you know anything about the I iger 
expedition ?-Ouly from reading the reports. 

4785. How is it th",t the mercha.nts are not 
ahle to carryon. that expedition without a sub­
sidy 1-1 believe th~y could ' carr)' it on there in 
the same way a£ they do anywhere else without a 
subsidy. 

4786. I suppose you are aware it has been 
stated before tbis Committee that without a sub­
sidy the traele on the Niger must fail ?-I do not 
see why it should. . 

4787. You know that' a subsidy has been asked 
for, I presmuc ?-Y os. 

4788. Do you think that the gTouncls on which 
it is askeel for are insufficient '-1 do, certainly ; 
I helieve that it is open to commerce at the present 
moment; I think tha,t a g·l.lnboat would be reqnireel _ 
occasionally, but not a subsidy; having care­
fully read over the different reports of the expe­
dit~ons up the Niger, I have neyer seen that there 
is a popuhtion there sufficient to carryon a large 
trade, a t.rade sufficiently large tl> remunerate 
merchants for going over there, and furthermore 
I believe the natives to be the best carriers. 

4789. Do you believe that without such a 
population there is a prospect of any flourishing 
traele on the Niger 'I -I do not. 

4790. I puesHme that you have seen it stated 
in the papers of this morning that the Ashantees 
have organised a fresh expedition 1-1 have. 

4791. Have you any private information on 
that subject1-Yes; I have letters in my pocket; 
I do not believe a word of it. 

4792. It is stated that trade is dull on that 
coast still 1 -Yes. 

4793. To what do you attrihute that; there is 
no war now, is ihere ?-It is the same thinO" as it 
was formerly, the paths being stopped, and then -
trade is stopped; it is not actual £ghting, but a 
blockacle of the paths. . 

4794. You have seen it stated probably that 
there is discontent at S~erra Leon e, in conse­
quence of the milCed jury sy.tem 1·-Yes. 

4795. Have you any e"perience of the work­
ing of the mixed juries at Sierra L eone ?-I have 
not. 

4796. Should you say from your experience 
that juries of coloured people are to he trusted 
to aive verdicts in cases where white men are 
eon~erned ?-1 am of opinion that they are not 
to be trusted. 

4797. WI,en you say that the native chiefs are 
to be trusted in theil' decisions, do you mean with 
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re~rd to erllniuaI cases among their own people? 
-.tSot.h criminal and civil, to SOlUe ext.eut. 

4198. But their ideas of crime are not the same 
as ours, are they ?-= Yes, they al'e very similar; 
in my experience very few crimes were com­
mitted; theft se"'cely .. t all. 

4799. There are imaginary crimes ?-Yes, 
such as witchcraft; and that is how the benefit of 
the British Protectorate is so &Teat,iu preventing 
the native chiefs from taking lives, and charging 
persons on the assumption of witchcraft; a case 
of th",t kind came before me in 1847 or 1848. 

4!800. In such cases the chiefs are not to be 
trusted, I suppose ?- Theywouldlle to be trusted, 
provided t here was an appeal to a British 
assessor. 

4801. -1'1'-ould not that weaken their prestige 
among their subjects as much as our l)resent 
system ?-N 0, not so much as our present system, 
under which their right of jurisdiction is denied, 
I believe. -

4802, Chairman.] The judicial assessor, when 
appealed to, sits alone, I pre§ume?- Yee. 

4803. Therefore he ceases to he an assessor? 
,Yes; he is a cow'! of appeal, in fact. 

4804. Mr. Cave.] You trunk that the effect ef 
the present system has been to weaken the au­
ihority of ~e friendly chiefs instead of strength­
ening it? - Not a,lways; but .ecently it has 
tended to weaken their power; and to ignore 
their power. 

4805. You think that it encourages the t ribes 
behind to press upon them ?- Yes. 

4806. Therefore, I suppose you would reduce 
ow' protectorate to very much less than its 
present limits; I mean as t.o general interference 
with the natives around?- Ye.s, It would lessen 
it; I mean as to the jurisdiction of tbe chiefs 
over their own people. 
_ 4807. And you think that the expense to the 
British Government would be diminished by that 
course ofproceeding?- Yes, the military expense 
cel'tainly would. ' 

4808. Mr. Cheetham. ] You spoke of the 
-action of the bankruptcy law on the Golel 
Coast, and I understood yoti to express an 
opinion unfa"ourabl~ to ita presene action?-
Yes. , 

4809. You sait! that the traJers invested their 
surp1us profits in sla.ves ?-Not only t heir 1'l'ofits, 
but all tne jlroperty t hey can get jlossession of. 

4810. Are those slaves domestic slaves? ­
'fhey become domestic slaves; they buy them 
one from the other, or from Ashantee. 

4811. They do not buy them within the pro­
tectorate, do they?-Yes, they do buy them 
within the protectorate. 

4812 . And we do not interfere ?-VY e do not. 
4813. Had you ever any interest in 'bhe coffee 

pJanbMioll on the Gold Coast ?-No ; my brothel' 
James had. 

4814. Did it sllcceed ?- Up to a certa,in point 
it did. 

4815. What was the cause of the faii11re?­
The pawn system exist.ed some years ago, and 
still exists. When my brothel' was there, from 
1837 to 1840, they preferFed pawning fihem$elves 
or mell1bel'S of theilr fatnilyt.0 him, ~l.1,1d the eou­
sequence was that be was able to ensure a cel,tain 
-amount of steady labour. The lahom'ers were well 
treated and vcry happy. A Co'mmissionel' was sent 
out in 1841 (Dr. Madden), and be' re~orted on 
that systein ,as being ~?O ~ear tp ,the 'slM'c "trade 

. ' 

to be allowed to remajn . ... Notice was given ,011 

t.he coast, and then many of those pawns would 
not work steadily, and Icft my brother, although 
they were to receive daily wages. The conse~ 
quence was that the coffee plant:lltion got out of 
cultivation, and is now totally abandoned. 

4816. Chairman.] Do you think that that in­
terfeJ;ence witlh the pawn system was unwise ?­
It is my op'inion that it was~unwise. 

4817. Mr. Cheetham.] The pawn system wa~ a 
system of coe]jcion to some 'extent, was it not ?­
If a man required money, h e 'Would take a mem­
ber of his family, man or woman, to another per­
son who had money, and would pawn that servant 
for a certain sum; the labour of that pawn was 
not ta.ken into consideration; he was merely fed 
",nd clothed by the master, and was to all intent" 
and purposes ",temporary slav". 

4818. He wa~ under coercion, was henot; his 
labour could be compelled, and he did not receive 
wages ?- Yes, just so. 

4819. He was for the time the property of his 
owner ?-Yes; but that was rus condition prior 
to the pawning, probably. 

4820. Chairman.] Was the treatment and con­
dition of the pawn generally better than that of 
the slave ?-No, it was very similar. Nine-tenths 
of the ,population of th':t part of the coast are 
slaves or pawns, but they are to all intents .. nd 
purposes members 'of the family of their master, 
as niuch as his SOlls or daughters, and in many 
instances the slave becomes the head of the 
family. 

4821. L ord Stanley.] In fact, the Bons and 
daughters are slayes ?-Yes. 

4822. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] The pawnin~ 
did not make the man a slave, but it firansferred 
him from one master to another?-Y es ; very 
often it would happen from the death of a mem­
ber of the family, because the expense of " -making 
custom" was so great that it was necessary to 
raise money for the purpose of carrying- out the 
obsequies of the dead ma,n in what they thought 
a prope1' mannen. 

4823. Mr. Cheetham.] Was that pawning 
limited to any specific duration of time ?-Ouly 
until the money was paid, anci they could pay it 
the next day if tbey liked. 

4824. CBheu the pawn was at liberty ?- Yes, 
rulways. . 

4825. And would go back to the original 
family 01' master, as the case might be?---, Y es, 
to the original family or master. 

4826. ~Then t hat system ceased your brother 
could not obtain steady labourers, you say ?--He 
could not. 

4827. Then he did not find that the native 
ne~);o worked steadily?-No; some gentlemen 
made an effort in 1850 to grow cotton on the 
coast, and we sent out an American gentleman 
from tbe United States; we planted 25,000 COl­
ton trees within n short distance of CSJpe Ooast 
Oastle, but merely from the want of obt.inin'" 
steady labour the whole was "bandon ed, and Y 
believe it has now .. 11 gone back to the bush. 

4828. Did you ever employ na,ti"es by W~l' 'of 
cont.raot?-No, ·~ hnd natives in my elUl)10Yll1en1l", 
but not for stea,,"y labour pmposes; I used to 
!lave a number of Kroomen, and they were l~dtil. 
cipaIIy my servants. ' 

4829. But you nevel' employed any oftlieni in 
any industriaJ pursui t by oontraot '!- N" 0, neyer: ~ 

4'880. ; Those' who RJ.'C engnged lin trade are 
qliic"k 
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quick enough, arc tb.ey not ?-They are very 
shrewd. 

4831. Quite alive to the question of their self-
interest?- Quite. 

4832. So that physically and moraDy your 
knowledO'e of the negro would not induce you to 
6ay that he was an inferior animal altogether to 
the white man ?- I do not like to answer that 
question; I have found negroes who haye cer­
tainly shown intelligence eq~ to th",t of Euro-
peans, if not superior. . 

4833. So that if efforts are made to educate 
them, you do not think t!,at it is useless?-;-No, 
certainly not; I do not think -It oan be lD.Junous. 

4834. Mr. Cave. ] mat is the value of a pawn, 
how much money would be advanced upon the 
auarantee of one ?-N ot less than eigd1t dollars, 
~qual to 2l. sterling, up to as hig h a~wo~Q..Unc~:§.... 
of gold, e~ual to 8 I. _ _ __ 

4835. Notmore?- Notmore. 
48:36. Sir Joh n Hay.] For how many months' 

labour 'Would a man be pawned ?- For an inden­
nite period; until the money is repaid. 

4837. Lord Alfred Chu7'C7'ill.] What is ihe 
prillcip:u route by which European produce nods 
its way into Ashantee ?-By t be paths; there 
arc three or four paths; one to Accra, another 
to Annamaboe, and another to Elmina., branching 
into Cape Coast. 

4838. Do the Dutch send much produce into 
Ashantee from the Dutch forts ?-They have a 
very small trade carried on by means of messen­
gers, whom they send with goods intI) the 
interior. 

4839. The Dutch supply the Ashantees largely 
with arms and ammunibioD, do they not ?-Yes. 

4840. More tban ourselves ?-No, less than 
ourselves. 

4841. They consume large -quantities of salt, 
do tbey not?-It is all made on the coas!. 

4842. Would there he any melhns of e:x:eroising 
any control over the Ashantees by preventing 
this supply of salt ?-N 0 ; their paths not only 
lead to the Gold Coast but to Assinee and down 
the coast. A very large proportion of the gold 
wbich oame from Cape Coast Castle recently 
came from Ashantee in the first instance. 

4843. I s t hat gold washed Ollt of the dvers ?­
Pa.rtly j but there is an imm ense amount of gold 
in Ashantee which is ",nuually dug up and found 
and not sent to this country. 

4844. It is retained by the King of Ashantee? 
-Yos. . 

4845. If a Commissioner were t~ visit him, do 
you thiuk tht he would liberate his gold i,l ex­
ch.n~e for commercial prQduce ?-It would have 
an efiect, no doubt; but the King of A shantee'a 
idea of wealth is gold and slaves; h e would 
always rctain a considerable pa"t of tl,e gold as 
an emblem. 

4846. But still another portion he would 
invest in trade ?-Ycs. 

4847. Do you think that a Commlssioner going 
up there would be- likely to meet with better 
results than the similar one to the King of 
Dahomey '1 - Yes, I think so, because the object 
of the mission to the King of Dahonley was one 
that he wa.; not likely to accede to, namely, the 
suppression of the slave trade; bllt it i. very dif­
ferent with the King of Ashantee; L think he 
would Itston to any proposal made with regard to 
wate or treaties. 

48 l8. He haa "-0 foroign slave trade, has he 1_ 
Non~ ,d tJ..t-e ,'C![. 

0.30. 

4849. Therefore that ar~ument can be put 
a.side ?-Yes. It is said that refractory slaves 
are sent to Jaya, but I do not l."Uow. 
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4850. Is the King of Ashantee on terms of 
"mity with the King of Dahomey ?- I believe so 
just now. . 

4851. You have reason to believe sO ?-1 have 
reason to believe 80. 

4852. Mr. Gave. ] You have said that the head 
of a. family call take anf members of his family 
and make pawns oftheru ?-He can. 

4853. 1s there no time w ben a member of a 
family becomes free a-nil independent of the head? 
- No, neV"er; the whole of the f ll!mily are slaves, 
but practically anyone can go away and traile as 
he likes, a.no. if h e makes n10ney in trade i t IS his 
own .. 

4854. But if the head of the family can catch 
him he can pawn him, I suppose ?-That is so; 
b11t th ey consider it most disgrace!ill unless there 
is a family necessity. It is just the same in their 
eyes as if a man her,e were to send his-wife' OF~ 
daughter to prostitution. 

4855. T he right of pawnmg' is not connned t", -· 
sons and daughters, but takes in nephews alid 
nieces as well?-=--Yes, cyery one of the fam ily; 
but he would select in preference a man not born 
ill the family; they all of them make use of the 
same term signify ing " my father;» you woiad 
not know which was· the son and which was no'fi; 

4866 . But still the head can take a man who 
is one of t he family and pawn him ?- Ye. , but 
very gell.erally the ~all consents to it. 

4857. JliIr. Chichester Fortescue.] Did I under­
stand you to say that practically we, had ae7 
stroyed the authority of the various diiefs ",ithin 
the protected t erritory ?- That wa~ my impres­
sion. 

4858. You do not mean that we carry on the 
ordinary government of · the various parts of the 
protectorate ?-1 mean that we have teken from 
tb.eru the right of jurisdiction; t hey are not ",11owed 
th e power to settle palavers, the power of settliug' 
cases; that is to. say, their power is not acknow­
l edged; and on the other hand, r have h eard of 
recent cases in which chiefs from the interior 
haye been summoned by minor officers to come 
down for slight causes. 

4859. iY ou do n ot mean that every c",!e which the 
chief formerly settled among his tribe, is now 
settled by our authorities at Cape Coastor Accra? 
-No1 because the nat.ivcs themselves would not 
submit to th"t. 

4860. Do we attempt so minute a.n exerciae of 
authority as that? - -I believe we do as far as we 
can. 

4861. VVe have no officer of the Governmellt 
in the interior, have we ?-No, ·but the natives 
bring tbeir cases down very often. 

4862. Do you mean that they bring the' ordi­
n:1ry da.ily ca.aes that -arise in evei,y part of this 
great territ.ory , down to our for:ts?-No, but I 
believe that VI! here a. case is brought before the 
native chief, and referred to a EUTopcan court, 
no attention wonlU be paid to the previous deci­
sion, as it used to be in former times. 

4863. That would be an appeaI1-Yes, ~n 
appeal. 

4864. You think that where an appeal i. roa<\e 
from the native chiefs. to our courts, sufficient 
at,tention is uot paid to the original decision ?­
I l>euevG that none would be [luid. I have i.nfor­
ma.tion that as far as the E.::ing 01 ClL)e COilS!> is 

e c concerned, 
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15 May 4865. That chief heinO' our immediate neigh-
)865. bour, this interference is likely to t",ke place in a 

O"Fe8lter degree than in other cases ?-=Yes, no 
~oubt. 

4:86 6: Do you think that more intetference ;s 
exercised o-.er, say the chIefs, of ehe eastern dis­
tricts ?-I believe that has been so; I , believe 
that they h,,,,,e been interfered with constantly 
recentl:r. 

4867. You are not ion favour of putting au end 
altogether to this jurisdiction in this protected 
tenitol'Y {- iN o. 

4868., But yoU t.lrink ,that it, h"" "een caocl-ied 
too far ?-Just so; I -think tht their judioial 
rights hObve been too much.interfered w.th. 

4:869, Do you conceive that our ,court should 
only be put in motion by the consent of nhe 
paroies ?-<No, hut by tbe dissent of one of the 
llm:ties tOO the previous decision, 'On ,reas0nable 
Q"l·ound. - .-. , 

... b 4870. Axe YOll op.posed to "'ny cMrcive juris­
dietiQn ?-No, not so far as keeping peace be­
tween the · pl!Otecned tribe$, arnd in VM'~OUS other 
",",ys;. l""t' ~l'lek dignity ",nd power should not be 
igno),ed. 

4871. ;But if-eut jurisdiction is to exist at all, 
';t would he necessary t.o 'let aside the decision of 
a chief, whe)'e an Englisb judge would feel that 
it was opposed to tihe elictates of UlorO!lity, would 
it not ?-CeJ:tainly. 
_ 4~72. And, in. fact, the jmisdiction of the 
English w0uld have no good effect at ail, unless it 
were so used \Yi,th l'es12ect to some of the nattive 
eustoms and laws ?-~uite so; for instance, in 
the ease of w~tchcraJt, that is a very proper sub­
ject. oft .inte~·ference on our J)a.l't,. 

4873. You think that the judicial assessor's 
c:our:,t, within certain limits, lI!ay c0ntinue to act 
""th good effect ?-Most assuredly; it i;s neces­
SMY t9 ;mproNe the natives, and I think they 
wa-Tht sO!Dethi1)g to check them. 

- 4874. Cltairman. ] The Committee collect from 
you, that you wouJa not advise any extension of 
te13';'to)')\ on our ]:lart around the forts ?-I should 
net,oertainly. 

4875. It is not a country wbich you think 
could ill any ""Y he " set>tled " adva.ntageously 
in, in the sense of colonizaimon ?-No. 

4876. Have you formed a,ny, opinion with re­
ga"rd to whether all not the English Government 
made a mistake !lit Lag0s by ta.ki'l1g possession of 
tllat territory ?-I thought so from the first, a 
very great mistake. 

4877. Is it ),Oll), opinion that i,t would have 
been better to keep Lagos as a consulate?­
Certainly. 

4878. :Mr. Chichest.,· Fortescue.] You II_ve 
no personal knowledge of Lagos, have you ?-I 
nave not, but I am perfectly aware of -the system 
of government there. 

4879. Mr. Bal'ter.] Are you averse gener!>Uy 
to adding to nhe number of OUr settlements <in 

the coast of Ai'!'i.a?'--Yes, I am; with regard 
to colonization, 1 am certainly aver~e to that; I 
think that one or two of the forts might be re­
occupied. 

4880. Chairman.] Which of the forts do you 
think might he re-occupied ?-The fort of Quit­
tah; that I mention only in consequence OF the 
sl",ve trade. 

4881. You wOlild not rMommend any of those 
forts1!implyas commeroid stations?-No, there 
is no necessity for that. 

48B2. Have )'OU had at a;ny time to deal with 
the King o:(Asliantee commeroially?-Yes: 
, 4883: How i. it that you have ceased to do 
so 1-In consequence of those disturbances. 

4:844. Do you hope by-and-by to renew your 
negotiations with 1Jhe King of Ashantee?-Ye$, 

,certainly; J ha(] also commercial transactions 
with Dahomey. 

4885. Mr. ,Baa:te,·. ] I s the King of Ashantee 
veily ",nxious to geff down to the coast ?-That 
was .he generally'receiYed opimon, but I do not 
thin~ so, except to add to his power. 

4886. Should yo'fl imagine that he wants to get 
down to the sea coast for .he purpose of trade? 
--Possibly so; I believe it ,s partily also to p,ise 
the prestige of Ashan tee. ' _ 

4887. Lord Alfred Churchill.] Do you think 
fhat the introduction of a s!Dall metallic eurren"y 
instead of cowries. would haye a good effect?-I 
tlhink not; c-oppe-r coins were 0110e sent out, a.~d 
we coul<! buy six shillings in copper for the ordi­
nary allee of 4 s. 6 d. in gold. They ca,n wcigh 
there; it.:is quite a ~ommon tbing in the market; 
they ean weigb fi ve pence worth of native go;d. 

4888': TheY' have weights?-Yes, e .. ery man 
OM11'ies Weights and scales. 

4:889 . Mr. Chichest.,. Fm·tescue.] You were 
ask~d hy one of the I[onour"ble Members to ilraw 
a comparison between the Oil Rivers and the 
Gold Co.~t; die] L understaud yoa to say tI,.t 
the natuml commercia.1 advantages of :the Oil 
Rivers Me so gi'eat 1ihat legitimate tra(]e has of 
itself tal,en "lie place of the slave trade, but (hat 
you did not think the same result" wou.J.d follow 
on the Golel Coast, supposing our authority (0 be 
withdrawn ?-'-[ think not; 1 thi·nk that trade 
wouM decrease; I did not say (hat legitimate 
trade has been substit\lted for the slave trade in 
consequence of the a(]v"ntages of the Oil Rivers, 
"lUt I said that trade had flourisbed there ill Gon-

~
e,guenee of much of tll,e district being c?".,:ed 

iVlth palm trees, and the means of commurucatron 
eing so O"ood. 
4:890. Did YOll mean, th",t supposing our autho­

rity were withdrawn from -the Gold Coase, legi­
~im"'te trade woul<1 not there be able of itse:lf 
~o ta];e the plaoe of f,he sl",ve trade, as it has done 
in the Oil 'H.ivers ?-Certainlv not. I believ-e on 
the Gold Coasb, as it does on the Coast of 

- Dahomey, both the slowe trade and legiti.mate 
trade woule1 flourish to~etber. 

4891. Chairman.] That is to say, so long ftS 

there is any demand fo,' .Inyes ?-So long as there 
is any demand f01' slaves. 

JOHN H;)RRlS, Esq., catled in; and Examined. 

J. Hm'yis, 
Esq. 

4892. Chai,·man.l' You a1'<; " Mel'chn:nt amd 
Shipowner at Sherboro, a,I'e you not?-Ycs. 

4(893. How long hn:vo ,.you -been resident on 
• t.he West Con. t, of Africa ?-For 10 ),ear8. 

4894. H"ve you resided at Sherboro tI,e whole 
of tbat time ?-At Sherboro and Sierra Leone; 
prinoif>ally a •. Sherboro. 

4895. How IlllS your trade f!Olu'ished e!tuing 
Lhose 
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Ihase 10 years ?-It has increased consider- f["om 5,000 I. 0[" 8,000 I. in cOllsequence of their 
ably. burning my factories. 

4896 . During the whole of that time ?-During 4912. It was for the protection of the mer-
the whole of that time. chants that the English Government was estab- ' 

4897. To what do yon attribute that increase 1 lished, you think 1-Principally. 
_Principally I think from the British traders 4913 . Are there other factori es besides your 

- ii-iendly intercourse with the chiefs. I may say' own 1-N o. 
that trade has not increased within tbe last 18 4914. Where was tbat factory tbat was burnt 1 
months since the Government'has had possession -I have one at Sulamas, one at the Mannah 
of the place; it decreased iD..J<onsequence of the River, and O!le at Sugary. . 
war between the natives. 4915. Are those- WwaTds the Gallinas ,~They 

4898. What was the date of that ?-I think it are beyond the Gallinas . _ . 
commencecl in 1862. 4916. How are tl,ey protected 1- By the 

4899. So tihat your trade flourisbed more in chiefs; I do not rec1ui re pnotection. 
-Sherboro before the English occupied it1-Yes. 4917. Is -it likely tbat you would reqJlire the 

4900. Under what "ovemment was Sher- E I' I d tl . . I f -~ f ;l l~g IS 1 to spl'ea leU' protectlOn rt 1.e1'e.,. i the 
ho1'o then?-Ullder the nati,-e governy.1ent 0 chIefs quarrelled ?-No, I do not wau-t it; tfle 
the King of Sherboro. ,Ve had a cOl!sul _a1'Y"Y~ Governor has spoken about it to me, but fwm 
there, Mr. Hanson. - what I have seen of the opel'ation of the Govern-

4901. In what way has the assumption of the ment at Sherboro, I do not want it. 
Government by the English diminishecl your 4918. It was simply to protect the mercantile 
tradc 1-Taking possession of the country by the establishments that the Government took posses-

,English was objected to by some of the popula- sion of Sherboro, you say 1-1 believe so. 
tion; what one pa.rty wanted the otpCl' did not, 
and iu COllScc1uencc of that they got up a war 4919. 'I'here may be a simil",r necessity wber-
llrnongst them. ever mercantile establishments are S"et up, may 

4902. Between the tribes that favomed us and there not1-No; in the Gallinas I never saw the 
the tribes that were against us ?-Yes. necessity,; Malluahis apowel'ful chief, and he can ' 

4903. How did it end?- The two parties made protect his owu strangers. 
peace; like other wars it came to an end by doing 4919.* You think that if the native govern­
Dot.hing; bot,h parties were right, and they settled me-nt became more powerful it would not; be Itc­
h muong themselves; the w:\.r afterwards verged cessary for the English to interfere ?- Gel'tainly 
into the Kittom Country, the Gallinas; and in not. 
1863 Prince Nannah asked me to take a message 4920. I s it for the interest of the English to 
to the Governor, telling him that he did not want maintain certain tribes aga,inst others which may 
nny war, that trade had improved very' much, be more powerful ?-There is no necessity; a. 
that he should stop the water-side tribes in the Commissioner going from Siena Leone, if he was 
ltcighbourhood of Sherboro RiYer from maku1g the pl'oper 1'6rso11, would .ylways have the-neces­
war, and that he would be glad to maKe peace. sary effect; we are iu treaty COlll ll1Un'icati"on w ith 

4904, Does the British occupation include nearly all of them, and if they were forced to 
both the tribes who favoured us, and those who carry out the treaties we should have no difficulty 
resisted us 1-Y es; they are different portions of in keepin" the peace. . 
the same family. 4921. Are tbere not more powerful tribes in 

1905 . Mr. Chiche.te>· Fortescue.] Is that the th.e interior, who are rather pressing.on the coast 
Caulker family 1 __ They have nothing to do with tnbes now 1-There are; but as a rule Bome por­
the Caulker family. lion of the coast tribes send up to buy war from 

4906. Chairman.] Do you think it would be- the intel·ior tribes. 
better for the English to retain a consulattt there, 4922. vViIl you explain that buying war 1-
and not to take tIle government ?- No, I think A chief who has a dispute will send into the inte­
not ; r think that if the Govcrnment had done rior to some other chief, with a small present, to say 
what they ought to have done, and taken the that l1e wants to "buy war i»~ they never come 
thing in hand, they could have settled the war; down by themselves ; they are always invited 
nnd that jf the gm-ernment is now properly car- down by those on the const.. 
ried on, trade would verv much increase. 4923. What do you think has been the effect 

4907. IVhat" then, is' your complaint?-That _ upon the habits and civilisation of the natives by -
the government rule in Sherboro is not Sllccess- the English l'esic1ence ?-It has improved their 

.. ful ; that they interfere too much with domestic habits very much; they are now getting more 
sl!wery, and put on duties anel licenses which the civilised, and using better description of things in 
natives do not understand. their houses; they dress differently, they 'use 

4908. TIow could they carryon the O"overll- chairs, tables, looking-glasses, and they hare some 
me~t ~therwise '-They ou.glit not to [lUt on idea of houses; they ho.d only huts before. 
duties llmneoIO,tely after tal{ln~ possession. 4924. Do you knolV tue chiefs personally 1-1 
~909 . ,"Vas not the occupatlOn of the country know them all. 

chiefly 'with a view to raise a revenue ?-I think 4925. Are you acquainted with the trea.ties 
not. between the Engl ish and them 1-Some jlortiou. 

4910. TVhat was the object 1-The object was of them. 
that we should have some formal goYernment, the 4926. Are they all in one form 1-The treaties 
gO'li'crnmcnt which we had, had fOD many years are made for different ptu'poses, sOlUe for the 
heeu 'Very loose, and the chiefs had 'a.!ways suppression of the slave trade, ot.hers are COlU­
been fighting among one anothel'. mercial treaties, and others for making chiefs 

49 ll. But how did those disturbances iuter- keep the peace one with the other. 
{era with the Euglish, to_render their interference 4927. What was the nature of the treaties 
llO~~~~ry :'-It injured me cousidcrably; I lo. t wi th the Sherboro chief.1-There are many of 
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them. The last treaty was fer tbe cession of 
their country. 

4928. Did it inV"olve other arrangements be­
sides;with rogaTd -to the. shve trade and com­
!Del"ce?-No, we ha.ve bad no slav-e trade for 
many ye~rs at' Sherboro, ' exoept tbe interoolomal 
slave trade from one part of tbe coast to anoth.er, 

4929, ADe ibe treaties you ai'e acquainted 
with swtisfacto1:ily observed?-No; they are very 
often broken, 

4930. On · both sides ?-On both sides. We 
have sometimes agr,eee. to pay annual stipends to 

' the chiefs, which have ·no't been paid for some 
yearB, I beE eve. 

4931. Mr. Cltic"ester Fortescue.] Can you 
mention any case of that kind ?-I believe tbe 
Oaulkers have; none of tbem had a stipend for 
mn,ny yeMs, 

4932. Is tbat because the Government have 
tbougbt that they (lid not deserve to havo tbem? 
'-I do not know. -
. 4933. vVas there any reason alleged, in the 
oonduct of' the cbiefs, for witbholding tbe sti­
pends ?-I ,10 not tbjnk that t,bey ever applietl 
.for tbem. 

49B4. ,They do not care ahout. tbem ?-I sup­
pose not. , 

4935, Chairman,] vVhat is yom opinion witib 
,,'cgard to the eifect of .be missiona.ry labo,,"s upon 
~he natives?-My opinion is that it is not as 
eiI'ective as it ought to be, considering the amount 
of mon'ey and the lives that a.re spent in it, 

4936. But still, so faT ag it goes, you think;t 
,beneficia'! ?-It certainly is beneficial, but it ha~ 
given us some very bad oharacters. 

4937 , In what way?-I have had several boys 
O)It of the mission schools wbo have been st.rongly 
l'eeommended to me, but I never had one who 
did not turn 0Ut a- thief~ and one of the worst 
characters in the country. I could name h"lf-a­
,dozen of snch cases. 

4938. How do you acoount for that?-'When 
they come out of the sohool t.hey haye nothing to 

_ do; no trade has been taught tbem; t.hey know 
not.hing but llcading n,nc1 writing, and very Jittle 
of that. If tbey were taugbt to labour at some 
@O)'t of 'brade befoxe they or.me out of sohool it 
"ould be different, but now tbey turn out blaok­
guards and useless. 

4939. Sir John Ha!!.] Does your answer apply 
to the whole of these people, or only to tbe boys 
who pass through t,he, riBsionary school. ?-To 
very many of them all. 

4940. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] From Siena 
L eone have you bad aDY ?-I bave had some from 
Sierra Leone, and some from t.he mission a.t 
Sherboro. 

4941. 1\11'. Baxter,] Does that apply to all the 
,;,issions on the vVest Coast?-~ oan only speak 
for those that 1 know; but I thmk tbat nearly 
everybody would tell you that the Sierra Leone 
people. aJ:e 1,he worst on the coast; in some pa-lis 
the chiefs will not let them live in tbe country. 

4942. We bave had evidence before us tbat 
some of the missions do give indust.rial] instruotion 
to tbe boys ?- I da.·e say tbey do, in otber pads. 

4943. Chai,·man.] Do you bold any land?­
Yes. 

4944. On what tenDS ?- By gift from the 
chiefs, 

4945, Have you any docnment"ry t.itle?­
Yes. 

4946. D o you consider it a sMe posseE~ion?-

It has heen acknuwledged by the Foreign Offiee 
at home, in a dispute whioh I had with the Libe­
man Government. 

4947. Is there land occupied by the ~nglish 
Government; is there much land held in private 
possession by the English ?-·Portions of it are; 8 

portion of my land is within the jurisdiction of 
the English Government, and other portions of jt 
are about to be allotted to different people. The 
Government has sent out a Colonial surveyor:. 
to have it surveyed, before the .allotments aIle 

made. 
4948. What ave-the judicial establishments. at 

Sbepboro ?-A manager, a military assistant, BUr­

geon, an officer, some koops, and a few police. 
~949. Is the judicial system satisfactory both 

between Englisli subjects and between the Eng­
lisb and the n",tives ?- Far from it. . 

4950. Have you any suggestion to make with 
regard to any alteration whicb you ilink desirable 
either ill _the government or in the judicial esta.­
blishment?- Yes; we have no means whatever 
of collecting debts in S)lerbo!"o; if a:ny ma:n con\.­
mitted a; theft, the prosecutor would bave to go 
100 miles, to Sierra. Leone, and to bring back his 
witnesses tbe same ilistance. I tbink that we hay" 
a right to some ,system in Shel'boro wbich would 
save all thwt, and at tbe same time save expenSe 
to tbe Government and the public. 

4951. Do you trunk that the English law cou.ld 
be administered both on English subjects an!I 
upon the natives ?-It is so now. 

4952. To the satisfaotion of tbe natives?­
Yes. 

4953. HIDV'e you any acqnaintance with Li­
beria ?-I have been 'at Monrovia, and I lIave 
been at Ca~e Mount 

4954, , ., hat is your opinion with respeot to 
the progr",s of trade tbere ?-I think that ,t 
will be shut up altogether if tbey ate allCJWe<l 
to carry out their laws. 

4955. Do you mean tbeir revenue laws ?- Not 
only their r,evenue laws, but their regullltioBS 
witb regard to foreigners coming into their coun­
try to trade; tbey will only aJ.Iow foreigners to go 
to ports of entry, and then they are obliged ~'o 
consign their g00ds to the Liberians, who $'end 
them to otber .l2orts, and tnade with the natives. 

4956. You do not anticipa,te lUly extension IJf 
the Liberian settlement towards Sierra Leon";? 
-No. 

4957. YOll tbink it more likely tbat tbe :Eng­
lish will stretcb iheir territory SOllth, towards 
Liberia, do you?- Yes, I bave 'bad several coli-, 
versations witb Prince Mannah, and the whole 
of the chiefs about Liberia, wanting to take pos­
session of the Gallinas, and the Sug?.ry territol')",; 
the cbiefs objeot to that, and it was only my 
being there t.hat pl'evented war. Wben I went 
thexe, the Libel'ian Government sent up ~ric;l 
seized two scboQners of mine, witb property and 
people in tbem, and took them to Monrovia. I 
appealed to Governor Hill, who was Govemor· at 
Sierra Leone, and he sent a man-of-war to 
Liberia; and Captain Smitb and Captsin Turner 
took the vessels and brou~t the", baok again, 
and chimed compensation. I believe tbe .matter 
was xeferred borne to tbe Foreign Offioe, ,and 
GovernoD Hill told me tbat bis action was al'­
proved of at home, a.nd that a Commission was to be 

.• ent to deoide how far the Liberian territory 'does 
extend. The Commitsioners were appointed, 
bu t Ii'om what J heard from the Foreign Ofl\ce 

the 
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the other day, they do not seem to have settled 
anything. • 

4958. Do you think it would be possible, if 
the Eno-liah Government were to concentrate 
tLeir eatablishment at Sierra Leone, that Sher­
bora could be put under any native rule again? 
-I think not. 

4959. You think that there is no native powel' 
that could be put up ?-None that"would be 
strong enough to oar,ry on-a gov~rn.ment; Ollr 
interest in Sherboro is now large, It IS the mo~t 
valuable part of the coast aronnd Sierra Leone. 

4960. Have Y01L any sllggestieu :to make w. ith 
re<!"-l'l] to the best means to f.ciEtate the expan-
8i~ of comlUerce about there?-Yes, to open the 
roads in the interior. I have been some distance 
into the interior, it 1S a very fine country and 
>'ery healthy; but there are only sma-Jb?aths, an,].. 
the people have to oarry everything- on their 
bacb. The country at the back of the Gallinas 
and Sherboro produces a very large amount of 
cotton. I have had a ton of cotton sent me in a 
do v, and they could not gct it down. 

4961. Do YOll think that we should get into 
conflicts with the native tribes if we were to 
attempt to open the ro.ds?-Not at all; I could 
obtain the conscnt of the chiefs so far back"" the 
Goroo Country j they would assist us; it is 
about 60 miles back from the Gallin",,; the king 
is- a friend of mille., and he has asked me to estab­
Ii.h a factory up there. 

4962. MI'. Chichester Fortescue.] mat amount 
of telTitory h"" becn declared British tenitary 
at Shorboro; how do you describe it?-We baye 
got Sherboro Island, and a portion of Bendoo, 
aun th e Imper •• Country and Bagroo'; and then 
to the sea towards Bagroo there is a territory 
that i. not ceded; the whole of the territory 
where we formerly cut timber, which lies bE:­
tw€'en Kent and Sherboro, is under native 
jurisdiction, so that tl~el'e is a. gap on the const 
line; Yawry Bay is not ceded, and Tasso and 
Plantain Tsland. 

4963. Yawl'Y Bay lie3 betwcen you and the 
newly acquired territory of Quiah in Sherboro, 
d()cs it not?-Y es; adjoining that is the Kate 
River. 

'1 964. How far back from the coast is this 
"Rritish tenitory supposed to extend ?-It goes 
Lack in a direct line 40 miles, I should say. 

4965. Is there much populntion ?-It has been 
~uch disturbed in consequence of these wa~)'s, but 
m Bagl'oo, where we had been cutting timber, 
tbe population is becoming very large, and it is 
a magnificent river. 

4D66. The population is increasing again?­
Yas, tbe popuJation is increasing again. 

4967. nas 8her1101'0 I.land mnch population? 
-There 1:3 n. good populat.ion, but it is a useless 
place; they can scarcely _produce anything. 

4968. Lord Stanley.] It i. low and swampy? 
-It is it swamp. 

4969. MI'. Chichester Fortesclle.] Where does 
0111' fort or possession stand ?-At Bandoo; tile 
soldiers are a.t Victoria., close to the Yawry; and 
the magistrate 01' mnnager is at Bandoo. ' 

4970. Are tbose forts on the ma;n land or on 
8herboro Island ?-The one is on Sherboro 
hlond, aud the other is altogether above the 
I.laud; Bandoo itself is only au island, and not 
on the maio land ; all our communication there is 
br \\i\.ter; all our communication with the in­
kri<'i" it' ll\' wnter. 

l .J~' " 

4971. Has any difficulty been found ;n carry­
ing on the government of this native population? 
- There is a difficulty found in this, that the 
laws made by the managers, such as thelaws re­
lating to the licensing canoes, and interfering 
with domestic slavery are a.wkward, and the laws 
with regard to the carriage of goods by the 
natives in the interim', who will not in conse­
quence come down to the B:nitish tel'llitory to 
-tirade. 

4972. What do you mean by interference with 
domestic slavery?-PerhapB a man comes cloWJl . 
in a canoe, and a: policeman seizes him a,ud says 
you have got sla;ves on board; he walks him off' 
to the manage)'., and perhaps the mana~er Jets 

. him go, but then he has lost a couple of <lays; I 
knew a case jn Sierra Leolle where a 8005500 

man was going to Sherboro with a canoe; the 
canoe was seized hy JIIh. Elliott, the mapager at 
Kcnt, and taken into Sierra Leone !Lnd condemne,] 
as having slaves on board; the man said they 
were not slaves, and that they were llis relations, 
though, of C01U'SC, they mig~t have been slaves; 
he wanted to be released, but the Governor said 
that be could not be reieased; he had !reen con­
demned, and his slaves were sent into the Liberated 
..African Department, and there they remained. 
The chief came down and saw lVIr. VV olker, the 
Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, who 
went to the Governor with him and tried to get 
the men Feleased, but he coujd not do it. 

4973. Hut are you surprised at ",British officer 
interfering if he found wbat he believed to be 
slaves brought into the British tel'l'itory?-You 
canuot call :1 man a slave when he comes into 
British territory of his own free will in a canoe. 
It is very difficult to prove that they are slayes. 

4974. You state that there has been intelier­
ence w ith domestic slavery in this Sherbol'o ter- f 

ritary?- Yes. 
4975. I n what way ?-There was a case where 

some of Mr. Cork's boys went out fishing; a. 
boatman from Kent pounced' upon them, and they 
were taken into Sierra Leone, and condemned as 
slaves, and the boatmen obtained 5/. a-piece for 
them. 

4976. ,Vl",t would be your view winh regaru 
to the proper conduct for tb.e British authorities 
to pursue with reference to s1'w"ry?-I do not 
'think that they ha.ve a right to intedere with 

\ <]omestic slavery, unless they are badly treated" 
or express n. desire to be libera.ted. 

49 77. Do they ever wish that ?-Frequently. 
4978 . Have there been frequent cases of do­

mestic slaves apply-ing to our managers and com­
plaining of ilI-treatmen.t ?-There have been 
cases where thcy have a ked for their liberty. 

4979. Do they obtffin their liber ty whell they 
apply for ill- Yes ; t b.ey are sent to Sicrra Lcone. 

4980. Therefore any man in this British terri­
tory coming to a British magistrate and claiming 
his freedOl'n, obt.'l.iu& it as a matter of course?­
Yes. 

4981. :Mr. C/leetJla7n.] D oes that ever happen 
with" dome. tie sb ve ?-Yes. 

4982. :MI'. Chichester F01·teSClte.] ,Vithout 
cornpensa.tion to the owner?-Yes. _ 

4983. And the people within the British terri­
tory are quite awftl'e-of thatJ are t.hey riot ?::-Yes, 
and for that cause n. great many of the native 
people have left the Britishterritory. 

498.,1. S;1' John Hay .] With theil' slaveB?­
With their ./aye •. 

C C 3 4985. Mr. 
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4985. MI'. Chichester F01·teSC1<e.] You have 
said that trade had suffered some int.erruption 
since we took possession of the territory, do you 
believe that to be femporary?-1 am certain of 

I 
it; it is now incrensing; I luwesi~ slljps loading 
there now, within the last tw'o months; the Cus­
tom l'eglliations are a great drawbaok to tirade; 
We have no custom-house at 8he1'bo1'o, every­
thing has to pay duty at Siena Leone; ships 
going from England to Shel'boro have to go to 
Sierra L eolle to enter and pay the port charges; 
they come u.s if they were going into Sierra Leone 
to road, and thcn they come down to Sherboro, a 
dislance of 120 miles, and then they have to cle..,· 
outwa.rcls at S iena Leone. 

4986. If there must he a custom-bouse, you 
would rather bave it at Sherbol'o 1-We ought to 
have a brallch; the revenue would be very much 
greater;. we do not think that the revenue which 
t he Europeans pay, is fairly eollceted; I asked 
the Governor about it, ",nd he said that that was 
his proposition, ])ut the Council objected to it. 

4>987 . Chairman.] VV' as the native goyern­
ment, before the English took Sherboro, che"per 
than ~he English Government now ?--'1'1" e scarcely 
had any. 

4988. But have tbere not been duties raised 
since the English took possession of Sherbol'o, 
which were not necessary before?-,V e paid 
110 dllties before. 

4989. Ml'. Cki(}hesiel' FOI'/"se,w.] Bnt you a.l'e 
very willing to pay (luties for the sake of having 
a Government which will SeCl\l'e law and order? 
-Yes. 

4990. Lord Stanley.] Can yon give the Com­
mittee I1UY idea of the pel'-ccntage on imports? 
-Foul' pel' cent. is the ad valol'em duty. "I'Ve 
pay 1 s. 3 rI. a gallon on wines and spirits; l § d. 
a pound on tobacco, and I believe there is some 
ext.ra duty on powder; then we pay a license for 
selling spirits, 15 I. 01' 20 l. a yenr for every 
establishment, and 10 s. for every canoe :lnd 
toat. 

4991. Do you considel' that with this revenue, 
Sbeboro might be made self~supportillg ?-More 
than self-support.ing. 

49-92. Paying it.s own expenses, al1(l pa,rt of 
those of S ierra L eone?- Yes, pa.ying its own 
expenses, and palt~ of those of Sierra L eone j 

but the revenue will inc'l'ease whell we have 
pence. 

4993. Are there any warlike tribes in t.he 
interior with whom 'iye a,re like11 to be brought 
into collision at Sherboro ?-:N 0, there is no 
fear of t.hat. 

4094. " ' hl'?-The people haye too much re­
spect, for the 'Europea.ns. 

4;995, The illtel'101' is popu~us, is it not ?-- Yes, 
very. 

4996. You spoke of making l'oada in to the inte~ 
riol', at ",hoBe cost do you propose that those 
roads shonld be made?-"I'Ve should make them 
out of the taxes of the co,mtry; it would pay the 
merchants ,,'oIl to have a road made, because we 
are now compelled to transport the produce; we 
should save that expense if we had ~ood roads. 

4997. The merchants would be wllling to pay 
some part of the expense themselves, you think? 
-Yes, they would be willing to pay some part 
of the expellse. 

4998. 1\'h1' is it that you are a)lxiou. to have. 
Dritish protection at Sherboro, and not a t Galli ­
nas ?- Becllllse at <?allinus, with Prince l\oIau~ 

nah's a.sistanM, I can protect myself; the chiers 
are very frieudl y to me. 

4999. But if fhe disposition of the chiefs. should 
alter, the same argument would apply for occupy­
ing the Gall'inas, as for occupying Sherboro?­
Yos, no doubt. 

5000. Chairman.] How is it that the chief. are_ 
so much more friendly to you at Gallinas than 
they are at Sherboro ?-I have been many years 
with them, and I 1,ave done a great deal of good 
for tbem. 

5001. The same influence might have done 
that with the Sh"r~o"o chiefs, might it not 1-
There has uever been anybody with sufficient 

• power to keep peace and order at Sherboro. 
5002. L ord 8tanl~y. ] With regard to what 

you said of the natives who a,re brought up at the 
En(51ish schools, do you think that the belief in­
theu' not being generally very useful servants i. 
common among the traders on tJle coast?- I J;e~ 
lieve it is general. , 

5003. You are speaking of those brought 'Up 
at Sierra L eone ?-Sicrra Leone and Sherboro, 
where we have a mission school. 

5004. They are not brought up to industrial 
labour ?-·They are not. 

5005. Do you tbink that the fact of ~heir be­
iog partly edueated alld speaking English makes 
them think themselves above the other nati..ves, 
anel makes them more unwilling to wOl'k?- Yes; 
they eall themselves a Dookmen >" they can read. 
and write, and they thiuk that is sufficient. 

5006. Mr: Cave. ] Do you find that the natives 
consume large quantities of spirits ?-Y cs, a can ... 
siderable quantity, some portions of them. 

5007 . Since you have traded there, have you 
found that the consumfticn of spirits by the lla· 
tires has increased ?- :No; I think not more than 
othe" things in proportion. I thi,nk that staple 
goods have increased more, 

5008. Do you think that drunkenness has in. 
ei'eased ?-Not at all. 

5009. Do the missionaries object to the trade 
iu spi!'its ?-The ;Mendy mission object to it. 

5010. I s that on the Sherboro I sland ?-Yes; it 
is an Amcttican mission. 

5011. The Amel'ican missionaries -find fault 
with the llative~ for consuming yeur spirits?­
Yes, 

5012, Gallinas was the ¥rineipal place for the 
sla.ve trade, was it not ?-Yes. 

501,3. 'Where Captain Denman burnt the" Bar­
l'ncoons " ? -Yes. 

501,4. At that time the chiefs wel'e not yery 
fl'iendly to the EUl'opealls, were they?-They 
haye always been so. 

5015. Did they lose nothing by the stopping of 
the slave trade?-They lost immensely at first, 
but since we ha've esta.blished legitimate trade, 
they are making up for it, because the slaves al'e 
becoming of value to them, and they will not ex­
port them. If a slaye works in Gallinas for two 
months, he would give his master more than a 
Spania.rd would gi ve. 

5016. What do the Spaniat'ds give ?-£. 8. 
5017. What do tlley work at chiefly at Gal­

linas ?-Making palm oil. 
5018. Is there any recon-nisec1 agricultural la4 

bour?- Rice. 0 

5019. C,u'l'ied on bv the domestic slayes?-
Yes. . 

,5020. now mauy hour. a ,tty do they work 1 
- 11.0 
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-As little os possible; some or them work for a 
fortnight, 01' a week, al1d then leave o!f. 

502 1. Can tbe master compel them to work 
more regularly ?-Not at alL 

5022. ' '''hat means of coercion has the mast.er 
with the domestic slaves ?-Flogging them and 
putting them in irons. 

5023. In Cuba a master can compel the slaves 
to work for a very considerable nmnber of hours; 
"why is that not so in Afi:ica-kThe difference is, 
that in Cuba they are governed by Europeans, 
who are morc energetic. 

5024. You eau hardly get anything much more 
fleVCTC thnn fiOO'O'IDO' and putting in il'ons,can you ? 
_ They woull:>~oo~er be 1logged and pu t in irons 
th.n sold or exported from the country. 

5025. Bnt then the question is, whetl>w they 
would rather be so than work ?-Tliey -wouid­
take a great deal of fragging before they 'v auld 
work. 

5026. As a mat ter of fact yon find that they 
do not make good agricultural labourers, even iu 
a. sta te ofsl.'1iI'cl'Y ?-They do not. 

5027. Mr. C/wetham.l I understoo(l you to say 
that. the trade of Sherboro was much more exten­
sive than the Hiel'ra Leone trade ?-The Sierra· 
Leone trade of itself is nothing; it prodn?cs 
nothing scarcely. 

5028. Are not there the same facilities for 
trade nt Sierra LeoDe as you h~lYe from 8he1'­
boro ?-No, it is a different count,ry. 

5029. You do not expect the trade of Sierra 
L eonc, under any circumstances, to be so exten­
.;"e "' the trade of Sherboro ?-It cannot be. 

5030. There has been some dissatisfa ction on 
tile pnrt of the rllerchants a.t Sherboro; is that 
owin~ to the wnut of n custom-house?-Yes; it 
is the same at Sierra Leone j fhe merchants jll 
both })lnccs complain that they are not having any 

voice in thc government of t,he COlOllY, a..t""1d the' J. Han'is, 
expenditUl'e of the mOlley. Esq. 

5031. D o the merchants of Sherboro want to 
be a d.istinct government fi'om Sierra Leone ?- 15 lvIay 
Thcy only want to 11ave a fail' share of the 1895. 
government with the Sierra. Leone merchants. 

5032. Did YOll engage those boys from the 
mission schools which you huv-e referred to flS 

clerks ?-Yes. 
. 5033 . Had the..)' in t£1ligence?-They had iu-
tellJgence enough. . 

5034. Butthcre was 0. want of conduct ?-Y cs. 
5035. Lord Alfred C!",rchill.] Is there not a 

considerable timber trade in the neighbourhood of 
Sherboro ?-The timboI'. trade in the neiO'hbolll'­
hood of Sherboro was closed altogeth~' until 
lately; I lunre a faotory in a new district altoO'e­
ther for timber, and I am now loading two ships, 
which make about the fifth 01' sixth within abollt 
tre h st 18 months. 

5036. I s that timber Africall oak ?-Yes. 
5037. Is it used for Nayy plll'poscs?-No; out' 

Navy uses ,'cry little DOW; .the merchmlt lla.\'y 
uses a littl e. 

5038. Are there great facilities for loadin~ that 
timber?-Y es; ihe riYer allows vessels oflfl rge 
tonnage to go up. 

5039. For what distance ?-Fol'ty miles illto 
the interior. 

5040. Chai,·man.] Did your remarks just now 
with regard to the Sierra L eone t.J:ude apply to 
it ns an cKporttrade of interior pl'Od~lce?-Yes; 
the export trade of produce from Sierra Leone 
would il\clude the produce broull'ht froUl SLer­
boro to Sierra Leoll e to be shipped, and a.lso from 
the 1'i1'e1'5 to t,he nOl'Lhward_of Sierra Leone. 

5041. D o you expect the exports from Sierra 
Le-one of t,he iuterior proCluce to increase ?-It 
has not done so; it has fallen off almost entirely 
lately. 

DA YI D CI:tIN'ERY, Esq., called In; and Examined. 

5042. Chairman.] You arc ~'1anaging Director give t he Committee rcln.ting to Lagos, both be- J), Clti'll~"!f" 
to the London auc1.Afl'ican Tra.ding Oompany, fore its cession to t.he Engli-ah , and Sluce?-Yes. Esq. 
aiC y ou not?-Yes. 5054. ''Vllat is your oplnion wit.h regnrd to the 

504;~. Yow' chief trade is with L agos and influence of the Ellglish before tile cession, and 
Daungry, Ibelievc?-Yes, Lagos, Badagry, Porto since, upon tlie trade of L agos?-I tflink, espe-
Novo, and Lcckie on the other side. cially during Mr. Consul Campbell's t ime, th"t .' 

5044. nave you any trade with Sierra Leonc? trade was in a very much more satisfactory state 
-No. than it is now. 

50-15. Havc yon any with Liberia ?-Yes, we 5055. You think that the English trade of 
h:lYC a station a.t Liberia. La~os throve better under t he Consultate than ' 

504G. Are Lagos and Liberia the two localities under the Goyernment of the English ?-iHost 
of your tl'ade?-Thc t'ro mail) localities. decidedly so. 

5056 . . Cau you assign any reason 101' that?-
5047. I think your brother was resident for I t hink that the nativesin the interior and around 

some timl! on the , Yest African Coast (- For -and in Lagos feel that we are itnposin& upon 
lH'ariy seven years, them, especinUy in the case of Lagos. 1 have 

;,018. Until when ?-Until the 4th of May much cOl'l'espondence to show tJ,at t he natives < 

IflSt; al)out 12 months since. felt thnt we are taking undue advantage ovel' 
.i049. When he died? - When he died at them in taking possession of Lagos. 

Lagos. 5057. What dQ you meau by imposing upon 
_ 5050. Have yon been yourself resident on thc them ?-I mean plainly speaking, that Lagos was 

'West A.frican (;oast?-y'es, for nearly a year. not willingly ccded by Docemo, but that we 
50~1. During your brother's residence, were forced him 1"0 give it up. 

)OH III correspondence with him ?-Yes, con- 5058. D o you think that they resent it as au 
tlnunlly. -:'\ct of oppression, or that tuey tIrink it avel'se to . 

,j0.32. You haye his correspondence, and you their intel'esls?-I think both. 
('nn. state his opinion, ns well as yout' own?- 5059. Do you believe that Docemo could have 
QUIte so. ruled thu.t conntry, and that his deposition was 

605:3 . 1 believe thnt yon hnye infol'lllfltion to not necessary ?-l\lflnestionaQly. 
lUa. c c 4 COGO, What 
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6060. What was the grwund on which we 
fll1"lIy took the governmenl. from him ?-T can 
giv!' an an.wcr I'rom 1.)10 tOlle of the l:J'caty iu.cll', 
01: f!'om Illy Q\\7n opjllion. It wou1d n .. ppenr that 
tho ohiof idem WM to put an end to a·n imugiucd 
slavo trade that was being ca!',iod on through 
Lagos. 

6061. 'Wns it fol' tho purpoRe of putting an 
end 110 an "imaginod I) $ll1Ne trade that wo ousted 
Docoma, nnd not fl.'lHU m~y just complaint against 
him [or inl'metions of treaty ?-Not at all . 

0062. Il ",vc you n.ny opinion, or do you know 
your bl'oUhcl"a opinion, wich l!ogard to the lleJa­
Live title of Kosoko and Akitoye, whether 

\

I(OSOkO was a Nampa ?-My brother thought so, 
most decidedly. 

6063. Your brothel' woulel thoroforo have ju.­
ti60rl tho eSinbli.hing of Akitoye ?-Yes. 

6064. Hut do yon not think that Doccmo was 
gniltyof an infracl'ion or the tl'eaty which justi­
fiod the nSBumpt,iol1 of his govcrnment by the 
]ilnglish ?--I hRvo heard much on both sides, but 
tho gcnel'at im~l'casio~, from. tl~o most OXj)cri­
enccd of my [rlOnds III Lagos 1tsclf, has )Ccn 
that Doccmo had no right to be trcateel as he 
WIlS troatod, 

6065. The cviiloncc befol'e I.he Commil.teo at 
pl'cacni is thnL Docomo negl ected to observe t:ho 
I.rcilty mllde hy his flll.hm·; do you differ from 
tha..t c"idcllccr-! do; I considel' Dacoma allOw ed 
l.in1 Aelf fit nIl times disposed 10 rc,spcct n,ncl assist 
the English olllciuls n.nd merchants. 

0066. Is it yOUl' opinion Ih"t it would be both 
just find wi Flo to l'oin::;b\tc ])aucmo ?-I am CC1'­
tninly of opinion tllat it would be just to rciu­
slia,to him, but wiLh regard to the wi:suom of 
the thing I scarccly fccl competent to give an 
olljnioll, 

60G7. ''''hn.t \\'01..\1<1 bc the clflllgcr of rei nsta ting 
him /-1 do lIot think t.hcre would bo the slight­
est dungel'. 

5068. Do you think that. the English woulJ 
loae theil' prestige if tl1 ey wore to reinstate 
Docomo ?-[ think t,he English omccrs would, 

, but non t.110 Engli8h lll(',l'C}U\Ilts. 
60G9. You do Hot think t.hnt, 1he English 111e1'­

chnnts w(lulu be in uny way endangcred by I;ho 
rcill::)inLcJl1cni of DOCOlllO ?-I think not. 

5070. Do you Ihink I~hat Docemo could hold 
thai G'OVCl'IlI11 Cl1t ?-Unquctitionn,bly. 

• 6071. Do you think I.hal. ho could holU it 
against Abbe'okut" ?-I think BO; I bclieye lIUlt 
tho chi ef ill fecling; ill Abbeoku~n. is to bc nco 
counted for hy am' conduct in Lagos. 

G072 . Aro YOIl of' opini.m Ihnt t.he supposed 
hOl'~tilc fOldin.g of Ahhookutn. JU\S bnclI cau~cd by 
l~Il~l ish int,crfCl'ell(',c ?-A "nst ",mount, of it. 

607:3. 1)1> you think that if wo wore to r01n · 
sUtto poccruo und to wit.hdl'uw from tho GO" C1'U­
mont of Ltlgol'3, lonvillg only 1\ consul thero, thoro 
would bc l\Tl)r risk of t.he slave t.rndo reviying? 
-Not at nil. I slHyeel thore some 1110nths my­
SOU~ lu\d 1 hod gl'CH,t, pOl'son~l intorcourso wit.h 
Iho lnlo 00ll8UI Cnmpbell nud othcrs, espeoia lly 
ou Ihnt. quostiOll .• bemg" l11onlbc1' of tho Slave 
Confe1'encc myso)f, "nell heard of vel')' rew Mses 
of allY sbvos passing UU'ouqh lJagos; iu fl1ct Kill~ 
DocGmo h1\<1, to my OOl'tal1l knowlodge, spccial 
wllw}unoll on tllO lngoon, to provont t.ho possibility 
pf ltuy slave, pnsEing through Lngos. .. 

5074. ])0 )'01.1 Ulink it l\eeess\lt·y retainillg tho 
Oovol'tllTIen t of Lal;l.os, Llmt we shonkl also keop 

. )'0"'" ",I n "I,ogry. I.llll., ~Il'd. Lookio ?-'rL~I'C 

should be, 1 think, au agency at Badagry and 
Lockie. 

6075. For wh~t \,,,\.posos ?-For t.he purpo.e 
.01' .ottJiug diBpute. ,etween the merchani., and 
facilitating trade gcnerally. 

6076. Arc thuse I'osts nccessary for stopping 
the slave trade 1-T ICy have a material infblence 
in preventing any revival of thc slave trade from 
thoae points. 

5077. Ifwe withdrew our posts ["om Badagry, 
would. there he any export of slaye. from off the 
bar in canoes ?-No; there was no slave trade 
Cl>r";od 011 Ilhrouflh Badagry for year. prior to i ~, 
ces.ion to the English, OlVing, doubtless, to the 
commerce carried on. 

6078. You do not think that oUr holding 
Badagry has the effect of cheCKing thc slave 
trade 1-1'horo might he a case of a domestic slave 
now and then being brough t iut.o Badagry which 
there is nob now, but no export from .I3adagl'Y, 
Wbydah beiug much more conveniont. . 

5079. Which was ti,e cheapest., the former 
native government or the preBen~ English govern­
J\lent?-The native. 

5080. IV' as it as effective for the protection of 
. commerce before as i I. is now \Jnder the English? 
-Trade 'was very lUuoh better than it is now, 

608 1. So that ·tho lDnglish establishing a 
government, there have made t.he imposition of 
heavier duties neeessary?-Yes. I think the 
calculati{,11 is 30,000 I. agninst 3,000 1 01' 4,000 I. 
previously) in the case of Lagos. 

5082 .. Have the heavier duties imposed for the 
groater Dost. of the English Government chocked 
commcrce ?-I am afrfl.id so. 

5083. Is it a clearly demanded duty, 01' i. 
it a disputed dcmand between the English 00-
,"emment n.l1 cl the native governments in the 
noighb011l'hood of' the settlement? -I believc 
now it has been settJcd, for some 12 months 
aft,el' LIl~os wns eocled to us, the duties were 
enforced I)y the Goverument of Lao-os, at BIl ... 
dngry, while at the same time we ~lad to pay 
the nativo dnt.ics to the chiofs of Badagry uuder 
the Ki ng of Porto Novo; so positively, wo paid 

, two duties on tho Sl\me merchandise. 
5084. Mr. Su.ymom·.] Is that the case now? 

-No, it is not t.he caso now. 
5086. C/tah·man. ] That i. DOW settled ?-That 

has becn s.!bled by the cbiefs entering; iuto n 
treaty with tho rcprosentaliYos of Her Majesty's 
Government; whether that is binding is dis­
puted. 

5086. r. it )'0Ul' opinion that the British Go­
vernment at Lagos, both from its implication 
in nl1tive disputos, flond from its cost ncccesita­
t.ing henyy d'ubies, will pormlll1ont,ly tend to dimi­
nish tl'ade tbero ?-From this pUl't it will dc, 

'cidedl)r, in my opinion. 
508'7. "Vollld you go so f>", n. to say that 

tihc Pl'cSOI\L systom win end in making the Eng­
lish trade dessl't Lagos ?-I belio, e iI will cause 
stngnl\tiop" hu~tcnd of an increase ill. trade, and 
t.illl.b thol'o wit! be continual Will'S with tho na.tives 
ill the interior, sneh fl8 we haTe intelligenoe of 
t.his morning, of our troops hcillC'l' Bcnt to Iko­
l'oqn 'i ev(,ry SGldiCl: a.Vl\il~~ble f\t Lagos has been 
,t)out by t.ho Govornor tIl their assiI:Jtnucc; and 
th.at is morely the comm('nccmont of wha.t wo 
hnvo had tn cnutu'o for yoa.rs n.t our oth.Ol' settle-
1l1~nl.8 on lItO coast at the ooat and ruin of the 
trod •. 

509$. OOlll[\\\l'illg th~ ll,i(inil COUlIDeroe at 
Lago. 
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Lagos with that of Bouny, which is the most 
flourishinCl ?-In every place "i-here there are no 
duties a~d no officiuJs, and no GoverulU cn"t to 

"exerci ~e a predominant influence, trade certainly 
flo tl rlshC1'" 

5089. Yon state tha.t generally as your expe­
rience of the ,,,. est Coast?-Y e~ ; take the Bight 
of Riafra O"enerally; trade has g radually increased 
there anctis still 'in creasing since 1806; ill . that 
year the imp~Lts into ~iverp"QQj from the ~ight of 
Biafra were l.:>Q tons; 10 1810 they were 600 tons; 
in 1820 they ", ere 3,000 tons; in 1830 they were 
8,000 tons; in 1840 they were 13,500 tons; in 1850 
they were 16,600 tons; iu 1860 they were 23,000 
tons; andin 1862tbey"yere25,OOO tons; th~llnports 
from Bonny "lone were nearly 700,000/. m 1862. 

5090. ·What is the yalue of your pre~~nt ex­
POl't trade from Badagry a,lone; ~ m~u i~6U1: ill:­
dividual trade?- ·We hayc a c",p,taLeHlpio;yoed at 
Badagry anel L agos of from 40,000 I. to 50,000 I. 

5091. vYas that t.rade, hefore B adagry waS 
ceded, better than it is now?-Certainly. 
, 5092. Is it thcu your idea that it is the ex-

"' pectation formed by certa,ln tribes of obtaining 
British inte,ference that leads them to ",ttack 
other tribes ?-That is my opinion; it causes a 
jealousy amongst the tribes. 

5093. They are encouraged hy hoping to get 
the English on their side to attack tribes whom 
they would otherwise remain at peace with ?­
Yes. who, of necessity, would be compelled to 
remain at peace_ 

5094. Do you think that t here are any more 
powerful b,ibes who, if the English stood out of 
the way, "would obtain a predominance over the 
smaller t ribes 1-1 do not think so. I take my 
judgment chiefly from the past; it has not· been 
the case in the past; the Dahomanies, are, no 
doubt, a powerful people. 

5095. I s there the same inte.ference at Leckie 
as there is at Bac1agry?- N o. 

5096. Should you say that accounts for L eckie 
thriving lUore, comm ercially, than Badagry ? -Our 
reports frOlD the agents there give an account of 

... a very steady increase of trade. 
5097 . I n what way is the official interference 

less at Leckie t han it is at Badagry ?- There is 
only a Government agent there, a sort of vice­
consul, who is simply referred to in cases of c1is-

"pute ; he exe.l'oises no influence whatever beyond 
moral influence, and is not a constant resident. 

5098. I belieye your correspondent is the 
cOIllIll",ndant at L eckie ?-I believe 4he one who 
has just come home was, but am not sure. 

5099. Are you sufficiently acquainted with 
other par ts of the , Vest Coast to inform the Com­
mittee whether commerce has declined in the 
samc way, on the Gold Coast, for instauce 1 -If 
trade has uot declined it has been certainly quite 
stag nant fo r bhe last fiye or 10 years, hut accord­
ing to my figures trade has decreased certainly the 
export of gold to an enorIllOUS extent; that has 
been thc ca.e for t he last 10 years. 

5100. The e;,:po1"t of gold dusb from that coast 
has been dimini ::hing for the last 10 years ?-It 
has, and longer than that. 

5101. Is it your opinion that British inter­
ference in some way has caused that diminution 
of export ?-'l'hat is my own opinion, and it is~ 
R1\ured in by a great IURlny others, especially in­
fl uential native merchants. 

. 5102. Mr. Chichester FOl·tescue.] ,Vill you 
, e.xplallli to the Oomh'littee how the iuterference of 

the British has preyented "gold du\S.t being ex-
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ported, their obj ect being. to increase it as much D. Chinery, 
as possible 1·-1 think they haye succeeded only · Esq. 
in establ ishing a machinery which, in most cases, 
ca.uses a va8t amount of jealousy and ill-feeling in 15 May 
the surroundi ng tribes, and the result is alw<l!ys 18~5 , 
th~t there are wars (if n?t large wars) continually 
gOlDg Oll, and t11e natives bellO" so employed 
cannot de·vote their time to leO"itil~ate commerce. _ 

5103 _ Which a,l'e the surro~ndinO' tribes on the 
Gold Coast which, as you think,Ohave been set 
against the Brit"isl.r-ati:'thority?-I do not know 
sufficient of the Gold Coast to ascertain those 
parrticulars; I speak generally. 

5104. You say that this diminution of CODl­
merce has been caused by the interfel'eI,lce of 
British autlhority, which you t.hink has made the 
native tribes hostile to the British GOYCl"nment? 
-I t hink I did not say th rut it had made the 
neighbouring tribes hostile to the Br'itish 
Government. I said that it created wars in the 
interiol~ between the various tribes themselves. 

5105. Do you say that the presence of the 
British Government in the for ts of the Gold Coast 

~ has increased native wars among themselves?- .. 
Y es, unquestionably I think so. 

5106. Will you give the Committee any 
instance ·of that 1-1 do not think I can do so. I 
am" speaking generally of the influence of the 
British Government, or the officials of any 
government whatever. There is that feeling 
among the surrounding tribes that the domineering 
laws and the exactions of the officers of t he 
English Government are directed against them, 
and not for their ,good, as we intend them, and 
consequently they teud yastly to affect the com­
merce of the place. . , 

5107. Chairman.] I s it the fact that there has 
been disunion among tbe protected tribes since 
the British P rotectorate has beeu established 1-
Y es. 

5108. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] D o yon meau 
that t he protected tribes on the Gold Coast are 
anxious to shake off the British yoke; that they 
are so dissatisfied with t he present British 
authority that they wish to escape from it ?-I 
belieye the most inlluential nat,ives there (and 
there are some very influential and very ener­
getic men holding high positions under H er 
Majesty's Government) would tell you that the 
presence of our Govm'nment there does not tend 
to do the amount of O"ood that we think it 
does, and, so far as tra~e is concerned, that it 
does affect i t injuriously, and this is also my 
decided belief. 

5109. We wer.e told just now by Mr. Swanzy 
that nothing but the presence of the British au­
thority would maintain union among the tribes, -
you dlffer from that1-Yes, most decidedly. 

5110. Haye you eyer been there 1-Yes. 
5111. For any length of time ?- Yes, a month 

or five weeks; I was at Annamabo. I have had 
trading connections with the Gold Coa~t for 12 
or 14 years, and have studied the question for 
years. 

5112. D o you think that if the British au­
thority were entirely withdrawn the country 
would be more peaceful and tranquil than.. now? 
-No. I t hink that if we had a consular agenc)" 
it would do us more good, a.ud benefit the nati ves 
more, and certainly increase commerce more, and 
answer every purpose if we still keep up a sla.ve 
squadron. , . 

5113. Chairman.] It might .!lot be so ·eaSy" for 
the English, having once assumed the protector-
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ate, to withdraw, as it might have been to abstain 
from its assumption ?-I should not recommend 

. withdrawing ; it would be very improper I think, 
under aJJ circumstances. 

5rI4. Were you acqua,illt,ed with the circum­
stances of tbe bombardment of Porto Novo?­
Yes. 

5 lJ5. Through your brother? - He was 
present. 

5116. Was it his opinion, and is it your 
OPllllOD, that there wa.s the same injustice in 
wbat was done by the English there as in the 
a.ssumption of Docemo's government ?-I think 

j it was a most glaring piece of injustice and 
cruelty. 

0 117. What was the ground on which it was 
justified?-lt was upon a point of etiquette only. 
~Ir. Consul Foote went up in the gunboat, ac­
companied by t he troops, and after lowering his 
anchor, he sent to the king to say that he had 
come for the purpose of getting him to sign a 
treaty, 3.lnd thnrt be must go off to him on board 
the steamer. The king received his messenger 
very politely, but told him that he fea.red that 
the consul had forgotten himself, and that the 
King of Porto Novo wa.::j. a man of as much 
importance in Porto Novo as the Queen of 
England was in England, and demanded a cor­
responding amount of respect; and he thought 
that if the consul required him to sign a treaty, 
th",t he should take the treO>ty to his house. 
To that the consul replied, that he thought 
that the dignity of his position there de­
manded that he should not stoop so low to the 
King of Porto Novo, but that the king should 
go off a.nel sign the treaty on board the steamer; 
and taking that view of the case, he gave him 
a given hour to consider it, and if he failed by that 
haUl', the town would be blown up at all hazards; 
the king did not do so, ftInd the town was at once 
fired on without further to-do; some 600 (}r 700 
human beings 'IV ere saorificed by our gunboat. 
The town was burnt down, and the trade was 

_ destroyed for au immense tiUle; all upon a point 
which I consider absurd and ridiculous, and a 
lasting disgrace to us. 

5118. 'What has been the practical result on 
the Government of Porto Novo by that treat­
"ment ?-It caused a ~ery bad feeling to spring 
up at once; several of the merchants had posi­
tively to clear out from Porto Novo; some of 
them were ill-used by the natives, "nd for 12 
or 15 months no trade was done ; we were forced 
to take our goods away; thefts and robberies 
were committed of course, at the same time the 
king and chiefs, and head men> admitted that the 
fault of such an ollsh.ught rested with the Go­

'verlUl1eut ofi"icia.ls, and not the merchants, and on 
these grounds ha.ve permitted trade to recom­
mence. 

5119. What is the ~overnment of Porto 
Novo ?-I believe it is una'er the French. 

5120. ·What is the state of trade there 1-
Trnde is a little better than it was. 

5121. But still it has not recovered ?-No, it 
has not recovered. 

5122. rl 'hough you recommend the reinstate­
ment of Docemo at Lagos, do r underst.'"l.ud you 
to say t,hat you do not think the English could . 
leave the Gold Ooastto the native rule ?-1 think 
not. I t would be possible, but I do not thin)< it 
would be politic. 

5123. Why not in the case of the Gold Ooast, 
as well as at Lagos 1-1 scarcely know why ; I 

think it is more a feeling of regard for the posi­
tion of the English Government than it is 
actually anything eJse. 

5124. Wh",t is your idea of the probable con­
sequences of the English withdrawing from the 
fort?-lf they withdraw aU the governors, and 
le~ve a consular agency only at A ccra and Cape 
Coast Castle, I believe that trade would be 
better, and that we should be safe. 

5125. What power would then be in possession 
of the Gold Coast ?-1 believe that the Ashan­
tees would corue down to the coast. 

5126. ·Would the Ashantees overrun the Fan­
tees ?-I think not. 

5127. But they being between the Ashantees 
and the coast, how would the latter get to the 
coast except by overrunning the F antees ?-1 do 
not understand the geo2'raphical position of the 
other tribes there; but I should certaiuly say it 

. would be t he K ing of Ashantee th",t would form 
the chief and most important native government. 

5128. ATe you pel'sOD!,lly acquainted with 
Liberia 1-1 have heen t.bere. 

5129. Have you a. commercial connection with 
Liberia now?-Yes. 

5130. What is your general opinion with re­
gard to the commercial prospects of Liberia?­
Trade has not increased there to the extent that 
you would have expected. 

5131. Do you expect to get a large trade with 
Liberia ?-The great drawback is that the go­
vernment is forced to keep up its expenses by 
very heavy duties upon all imports. 

5132. "Vhy is the government forced to keep 
up very heavy duties ?-They have no other 
means of obtaining a revenue. 

5133. D o you imply by that, that the Liberian 
government is an expensive government ?-By 
no means; the trade is comparatively small, and 
consequently the duties a.re much heavier bhan 
they need be if a larger trade were carried on. 

5134. Then why have they to levy .heavy 
duties, compared with other governments on the 
same coast?- Their · government is more expen­
si ve in proportion than our government; Liberia 
costs much more to keep up than such a place as 
the Gold Coast costs us in comparison with the 
trade. 

5135. ·What is the meaning of their having 
constituted C6rtain ports of entry lately ?-1 do 
not know, unless it is to keep out foreigners from 
doiug trade, or to give greater 8ecurity for col­
lecting the Customs. I tllink the latter, but I 
think it will be prejudicial to the trade, and tend 
rather to diminish than increase their revenue. 

5136. D o you, as a merchant, think that t lley 
are jealous of foreign trade ?-I do not think so; 
my experience with them has been quite the 
reverse. . 

5137 . Have you seen enough of Liberia_ to 
form an opiuion of the government there, and 
the effect of the Liberian government on the 
natives, as compared with the effect of our Go­
vernment ?-Most certainly, the effect of the 
L iberia·n government has 'been far more benefi­
ci~1 than the influence of the English settle­
ment. 

5138. Should you say that the influence upon 
the morality and civilisation of the inhabita.nts 
has been greater than that of the British Govern­
ment, on the territories in their neighbourhood? 
~Yes,1 think they have erected 30 or 40 churches 
in Liberia, besides a large number of native 
schools, at wllich they have 30,000 children under 

tuition ; 
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tuition' there are a.lso other institutions estab­
lished 'for the public good; and, generally 
speaking, althongh the . tnl?e may be sma.ll, yet 
thc tendency of the Llbenan Go';;ernment has 
been areatly to the benefit of the population, 
whicb:::> numbers, I believe, o,er a quarter of a 
million. 

5139. Will YOLl state generally to the Com­
mittee the nature of both YOLlr import and export 
trade at Lagos ?--Our imptJr~ trade to Lagos 
j chiefl y Manchester and Btrnllngham goods, and 
a li ttle spirits and wines, but notmucb. Our ex­
ports are palm oil, a little cotton, and ivory, and 
palm nut kernels. 

514:0. Has the nature of your imports changed 
of late, on account of a lUore civilised demand 
there for cloth and other things, so as to lead you 
to suppose that the civilisation of'the lnyerioT 
was improving?-Y es; the last ad vlOe from my 
brother, as to our taking BadaQ'Ty, writing in 
J a.nuary 1864, say:s, as to Okeodan, which is a 
yery important place, that he had just returned 
from there, and that trade bids fair to rival in 
aU the towns, not even excepting .A.bbeokuta. 
He says : ,. I have taken a large piece of ground 
to build stores on, and to becrin to trade, and it 
is to be hoped that there will be no Government 
officinl sent there to impr.ril our interests." 

5141. ::'1r. CAichester fortescue.] 1korodu is 
the point at which the very important trade 
into the interior reacnes the Ogun, is it uot ?­
No, it is situated on the River Addo, and they 
send their produce now direct to Badagry. 

5142. Have you been at Okeodan 1-1 have 
been at Okeodan. 

5143. Therefore, you kno\v it is of areat im­
portance to Our commerce that we should keep it 
open?-Yes, for I believe the country through 
which the River Addo runs is very prolific. 

5144. Especially since the Egbas have closed 
the Ogun, ae they have for several years past?­
Yes. 

.1 145. Are yon aware t hat, in 1860, Consul 
Braud, writing to L ord J ohn Russell, described 
the state of thill~5 in Lagos in tIllS way: " Lagos. 
at present lUay I)e said to have no Government; 
there is no effective protection to property, and 
no mode of enforcing the payment of debts." H e 
goes on to :say, that the small vessel, the H Brune," 
was their on ly protection; that whatever ~vern­
ment did exist was carried on by the l:Sritish 
Consul; and that King D ocemo was a mere pup­
pet, 'yho was quite unable to preserve law and 
order; do you differ from that statement 1-1 
should myself certainly differ from that statement, 
fl'om my own experience; things must have been 
vast1 y changed since I was there with Consul 
Campbell, not two :rears previously , 

5146 . The description of thin~s at L agos which 
I have read was written by vonsnl Brand in 
1860, Wilting from the sp.ot1-Yes; but I should 
prefer the judgment of Consnl Campbell. 

514,1. Are you able from your personal know­
ledge to contradict that account?-I was there 
in 1858, and it was qu ite different then. 

5148. T hings were much better t hen 1-Yes. 
. 5149. :Mr. Cheetham.] \~ras Consnl C"mpbell 

lIVing then ?-Yes; he died in April 1859. 
5150. ilIr. U,;chcstcr Fortescue.l I find in 1861 

that Lord .J ohu H.ussell wrote to Consul Foote in 
these words: H lier nlajesty's Goyernment would 
be most unwiUin o- that the establishment of Bri­
tish ~o:'ereignty ~t Lagos should be attended with 
allY IllJUstice to D occmo, the present chicf of the 

0.39. 

island, but they conceive t hat as his tenure of the D. Chinery, 
island .. in point offaet, depends entirely u.pou the Esq. 
continuance of' the protect.ion which bas beeu 
affonled to him a,nd his predecessor by the Bri tish 15 May 
naval author~ties since the expulsion of Rosoko, 1865. 
~o inj.ustice will be in-Bicted upon him by chang-
lUg Ins anomalous pl'oteotorate into an avowed 
occupation, provided his ma,terjal interests are /' 
secured." D o you state to the Committee that 
you take an entirely different view of D ocemo's 
position from that 1-1 do. 

515 1. You think that he ''''8 bonafide governor . 
of the country, and able to maintain himself 
against the wars of his neighbours without our 
protection ?-FrolU my experience, I must say 
yes, decidedly, from all theinforlUati:on 1 haye ever 
had from my brother, and on the spot, and very 
recently too. I think the safety of Lagos, or its 
inhabitants, or the tra,de, would be as good under j, 

Docemo, with an English consul .. as it is nOW. 
5152. Why was it necessary, then, for us to 

expel K osoko, instead of leaviug Docemo to do it 
himself?-T do not know. .I do not know that it 
has been proved that he would not have done so 
if he had been left to his own resources. 

5153. Your opinion is, that D Qcemo was then 
and would be again strong enough to take care of 
himself1-Yes, I think so. 

5154. Although we are assmed by t,he consnls 
on the spot that he w'as utterly unable to Inain­
tain anything l ike a government ?-I think that 
if, "when the dispute had arisen with Docemo, he 
had referred to our Consul at Lagos, a gunboat ' 
would have been quite sufficient. 

5155. You think that if we were to withdraw 
to-morrow, D ocemo \yould be able to make L agos 
a safe place for our trade 1-1 think that if we 
eont,inued our consulship at L agos, it would 
be so; and for my part, I should prefer my inte­
rests in the trade to be subject to a consular .t 
agent rather than to a Colonial Government. 

5156. And if we keep a man-of-war in the . 
l?-goon, I suppose?-Yes; just u.s we had it in 
Consul Campbell 's time. 

5157. Did I nnderstand you to attribute the 
recent falling off in the trade at Lagos to the 
action of the Colouial Govermnent i-No, not 
wholly. I think it had begun to fall off before 
L agos was taken; but I think that the strong 
feeling existing in Abbeokuta and the surround­
ing tribes (and it is a strong feeling) is that we 
are infringing; and they send their produce to 
other parts. 

5158. Are you aware of our Consul writing 
to the Foreign Office before there was any q ues­
tion of the occupation of Lagos, telling the Go­
vernment of the commencement of those na.tive 
wars, and predictin&" the exact state of things 
which has happened, namely, that those wars 
once begun would &0 on for several years, and 
would ruin the tracte of L agos and the neigh­
bOUl'hood 1-1 am not aware of that. 

5 159. But you are aware that Ihose native 
wars between the Egbao and the 1badans did 
break out before our occupation of Lagos 1-
Yes. 

5160. Quit~ independently of that 1~Quite 
so; but 1 think that it would haye been settled 
lonu aao if we had not takcn Lagos; if we had 
not :::>ar;used a feeling of distrust by the fear of our 
interfering, 

5161. But why should the Egbas persist in 
carrying on the war with the Ibadans because we 
are at Lagos; what is the connection ?-I do not 
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D. Chinery, see the connection, scarcely, except that both 5173. Do you attribute the better state of 
Esq. want to send their trade t'hr:ough Lagos; one things, then, to rus judicious managemeJ1.t?-

.fwants a,n adyantage ",hich the otlier does not V ... tly. 
15 May feel inclined to give up, .>lid' Ihey both li"e in 5114. Do you think that since his death 

1865. nopes of obtaining OUF a.ssistalUce. matters have not gone on so smoothly?-No. 
5]62. But their warl! began befor.e we did oc- 5175. So tliat 3i judicious appointment is essen-

cupy Lagos?-Yes, but 1 believe that . hey both tial ?-Yes, that is the great secret. 
had the idea that we shoultl rende" them assist- 5176. On some of OUl' settlements on nhe Gold 
ance. Coast, you 1think we have failed in that?- Cer-

5163. You are aware tha,t now for several tainly; the influence of Nil'. NIcLean would have 
- yea:r.s the Egbas ha'i'e closed tihe 0i?:un, and pre- done' moFe than all our govern01:s put! together. 

vented produce cOD1~ng to Lag0s trom Abbeo- 51 '71. So that if we were te send out an indi-
kuta?-Yes. vidua.llike Mr. NIcLean, you a"e of opinion t.hat 

51'64. Then would you not say that those we might wi{hdraw a ~ood deal of OUI' expendi-

\ 

causes a1re amply suffioient to acoount for tha.t ture on othat coast?- res. 
decLine of t"ade at Lagos?-The trade at Lagos 5178. You have said that the d)!ties in Liberia 
did Ijot decline before the war which is now were Iieavy?- Yes. 
r-aging bFoke out; it was very good and very 5179. That is the import duties?-Yes. 
healthy, notwithstanding ~he WILl'S in the inte- 5180. H,we{hey any export trade?- Yes. 
r,ior; it was very fail' until some ~hree a.nd a half 5181. Wh",t is it?-p,,;lm oil, coffee, and so 
year.s ago. on. 

5165. But ~he existence of those na1tive wars 5182. Whey have never 'yet cultivated cotton? 
is enough to a@count for the dee-line of tI."ade, ~nd -No . 

. the stopping by the Egbas of th",t river, which 5l83. Chairman.] 1Vould you be kind enouga 
is the main c0mmunicB!tion between Lagos B!nd to state to the Committee what other merGantile 
the interior, is it !ll0t ?-Greatly so, 11hat is the houses there a:re connected with ·the Lagos traae" 
way in which [ should account for the decLine of besides your own ?-MessliS. Banner Bwthers, of 
the trade. London; Frederick Barnes & Company, London; 

5166. At all events, you would admit that to and Messrs. Morgan & Sons, of London. 
be in a very grea,t degree the cause ?- Ced.ainly; 5184. Are theFe mereantile houses of other 
when Consul Taylor went to Abbeoknta he was European nafuons I·-Yes, tihere are some. 
told by the king himself that the English people 5185. In your opinion, would Lagos have ever 
first sent a Consul to Lagos, and then, anter t;,e been fixed upon as a loea,lity for trade if it had 
Consul had been t.here a litt,le time, they came not been that the suppression of the slave tvade 
and took the place away twm them; ",nd he said had led the English Government there 1-1 think 

_ "Vir e cannot let a Consul come here, because, it it would. 
he does, you will do so aga,in." The consequence 0186. If)o you consiaer that it has as good a 
was, that he was sent home without lJeing mercantile prospect as any other part of West 
a.]lowed to be treated with common courtesy, or Mrica ?-I think better than a,ny of the other 
being received for even one day. pa.rts this way; the interior from Badagr.y, the 

5167. Mr. Seymo',,·.] There were particul." whole of the opposite sh01'e of the lagoon at 
circumstances that influenced 1:iim against Consnl Lagos, is erowded with palm trees witihin a few 
Taylor; the O1'din",ry courtesy was dispensed with miles of the heach ; t hey are wasted by tens of! 

-by the a,uthorities at Lagos in sending him up? thousands. 
-Yes. 5187. Mr. Cheetham.] Is there a large popula-

5168. Mr. Chichester Forlescue.] But the fea.r tion ?- A vcry I""'ge population. 
entertained by the people of Abbeokuta, whatever 5188. Mr. Seymour .] Would you expect much 
that may have amounted to, th",t we might attack trade with Abbeokuta?-Not much from Abbeo­
them, c",n hardly aecount for tlieir wars with their kl>ta itself. 
neighbours in tlhe interior?-No, ceIlta:inly not; 5189. flow would that trade go out to the sea? 
hut it accounts for the prejudice which I spoke of - It must come through Lagos. 
as existing agaiDst tIie English occupation on 5190. Should you expect much through Ab-
Lagos. beokuta ?-Yes. 

5169. Do you suppose that the Abbeokutans, 5'l91. I t is a very large town, is it DOt?-¥ e •. 
hving heen accustomed to be supported by the 5192. Do you think that by any other action 
English Government against Dahomey, had been of the O'overnment of Lagos we might hav.e re­
led to expect the same support in all their waFS, mainedo on good terms with AbbeoKutia ?-1 
and that they have been disappointed .. t not sca,rcely knmv how to "'nswer that question. 
getting it ?-1 believe that they did e"pect a very 5193. I understood you to say that you thought 
great deal; and I am of opiniqn, that after the th"t the presence of the Government officials Was 
promises and hopes held out to them, that we "n obstruotion to the trade at Lagos ?- Yes. 
should be "Xe"CiBing neither a sound nor ajust 5194. I ask whether that might be avoided by 
policy to take up anns against them. .. different conduct on the part of' the authorities? 

5170. Mr. Cheetham.l I think we gather from - Partially so. If it had remained a consulate 
your evidence in general th",t you think we might we should not h.,ve had that misunderstanding. 
withdJ;aw our Government at Lagos with advan- 5195. 1n wh&t way do the Government officials 
tage?- Yes. . \"< interfere with the trade of Lagos?-My chief 

517!. And to allow it to go back again to 1he reason is, that it is the fact of there being a 
natives ?-I do not say that it wOllld be advi- government having an immense influence over 
sable; the question was, whether it could be done the natives which causes a jealous feeling in the 
without prejudice to commerce, and I think it surrounding tribes, which it is impossible to keep 
could. down. It is so; and, as I said before, I can 

5172. Consul Campbell was resident at Lagos, scarcely tell you why it is so, but the facts prove 
was he not?-Yes. that it is so in everyone of our places on t.he 

West 
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\r ~st African Coast. I have carefully stud ied 5208. Bu t you will admit, that the na.tive wars D. CMnery, 
the thi.no- for years past. ",Yben Oll the spot I which desolate the conntry around, and which Esq. 
triccl to °obtain' all the information I could. and ,have closed the rivers to trade, will at all events 
I could get no specific reason, but simply that go a long way to account for t hat state of things ? 
there is a. je~l1sy t hat we are encroachmg, and - No doubt that is the case with recrard to the 
tllli u:"tly EW. present Will' raging hetween the E fTbas and the 

51tlG: ,rill you take the single point of Lagos, I badans : my opinion is merely gatl~red from a 
and <Ti\'o the Committee some definite reason; I general statement of t,he facts as they ex ist in aU 
mea; some instances of this j ealousy?-\'Ve had the settlements on the ,"est Coast, compared with 
an instance a. very short t ime ~, when Docemo places wh ere there-a.r-e-no British offi cials more 
~aid in another settlement that he had not ceded than an agency, and my experience by my 
Lagos, but that it had been forced from him by cont,inLHll co~respondence wit,h our Lagos and 
threats. Badagry agents. 

5197. But th~t is not an instance of jealousy 5209. D oes that comparison extend beyond the 
on the part of t he surrounding tribes, caused oil ri v-ers and the Bight of Biafra ?- No. 
throuah tho action of the Gover,ment, is it?-I 52 1.0. Your ~omparison is mac1-e between the 
thinlt'that would at once answer the-..S.uestion.- oil rivers ou the one hand, and the British 
The tribes there rose up, and the li1 ng ,~as - Colonies on t he ot.her?-Yes, quite so; hnt the 
obliaed to be fin ed. to keep them down. difference would be none if we had a.n agent or 

.5198. That was in the island itself?- Yes. re~ident, governo\' in the rivers; the position 
5199. But thnt is not an instance of jealousy would be j ust the same; I believe that the re­

on the part of the surroundiug t.ribes; you say sources of the country are immense, especially at 
that the Government has not had anything to do A ccra; a large amount of trade could be done ~ 
with tbe Abbeokutans; with what otber tribes there. 
have wc had a misunderstanding since 1860 5211. B ut is there any comparison to be drawn 
which has hindered trade ?-1 do not know with between the facilities for trade in the Oil RiYers 
what othel· tribes we have had a misunderstand- and on the Gold Coast ?-Perhaps not at Cape 
ing, but I can spea.k for Badagry, Palma, and Coast, but certainly at Accra; the inter ior of 
l"'orto Novo; it is a fact that our having taken Accra abounds with palms. 
Lao-os at once depl'esscd trade to a great extent, 5212. But do not the Oil Rivers afford peculiar 
a.n~ it can sed it general ill-feeling at aU of t hese m etliDS of communication which make t,hem the 
places, a feeling of' distrust and almost revolt. most. favourable palm oil country in Africa?-

5200. How does it depress the trade ?- They No doubt of it, but on t.he other hand we have 
sent the produce elsewhere. the Lagoons. 

5tO l. Where to ?-I cannot tell you ; it is th e 5213. Do you not expect that the palm oil 
ra rt that lhey did. trade of Lagos and Badagry will revive a. soon 

5202. You (10 not know where they send them as peace is brought about 1·- Yes, I hope so. 
to '-Xo; I can only surmise. 5214. If you heard to-morrow tbat peace had 

5t03 . Wh ere can they send them to ?-To been established between the Egb •• and the 
Little Popo and ''Vhyd. h. I badans, would you not look forward to the re-

.5204. You think that the mercbants who used vival of t rade 1-11' e sbould look forward to an 
til bring in their palm oil no longer do so since increase of produce for a time, but the question 
we took Lagos ?- l do not only think so, but we would be whether we should be able to go on with 
have actual proof; we are trading continually . . a flourishing trade. I hope ancI trust that we 
Lagos during the pas t 18 months has scarcely should; but [ ten you most unreservedly, that I 
paid the expenses of our clerks on the spot. much fear it. 

':;203 . I s that to be "ttributed to the stoppage 5215. There are no rivers on the Gold Coast 
, of communication with Abbeokuta ?-I think a suitable for t rade or. access to t he interior, are 

great cIeal of it is to be attributed to that; but there ?-No; save about three 01' foul' small ones. 
since the cession of L agos there has been a feel- 5216. Then, in those natural facilities for com­
ing among the na.tives generally that the trade is merce, you cannot compa.re the Gold Coast with _ 
not the same. the oil rivers, can you ?- N ot on the whole, but 

5206. I s it t.he fact that there is a great deal of some part of it; from Annamaho you may go 
oil stored at Abbeokuta now ?- I t has been very right clown to Lagos, passing A ccra, anJ an 
greatly exaggera.ted. · immense t rade can be done there; the interior 

520i. Mr. Chichesler Fortesclle.] You find, as abounds with palms. 
a matter of fact, that the decline of the trade of 52 17. But t he Gold Coast is without a navi­
Lagos has gone a,}ong with the establishment of gable river and without a harbour ?-Yes, but 
the British Goyernment, and you attribute tha t tbere would be tbe L agoons leading np to the 
decline to the fact of that establishment ?-Par- various towns. 
tiall), '0. -
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214 MINUTES OF EVfDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

Jovis, IS' die Maii, 1865. 

)'IEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Adderley. 
Sir Francis Ba,ring. 
1\11'. Baxter. 
Ivlr. Buxton. 
M1'. Cave. 
Lord Alfred Churchill. 

Mr. Cheetham. 
Mr. Wi lliam Edward Forster. 
Mr. Chichester Fortescue. 
Sir John Hay. 
Mr. H emy Seymour . . 
Lord Stanley. 

THE RIGHT HONOUllABLE C. B . ADDERLEY, IN THE CHAm. 

JAM ES ASPIKALL TOBIN, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

5218 . Chairman.] I THINK you are" Liver­
pool Merchant counected with the t.rade on the 
W est Coast of Africa ?-I am.· 

5219. ' 'Vith what part. of the West Coast of 
AIi·ica is your trade chiefly connected ?-We have 
esta.blishments at Sierra Leone, Sherboro, Why­
dah, Brass, New Calabar, Bonny, Old Calabar, 
Chincoxo, Limdannah, and Kiusembo, and two in 
Liberia. 

5220. Of all those, there are only Sierra Leone 
and Sherboro which are British settlements; 
the rest are not under the British Government, 
are they ?-No. 

5221. Is your principal trade outside the 
. British settlements "?-Yes, the grE.at bulk of it; 

we have only yery recently established a house 
at Sierra Leone and Sherboro. 

5222. Youcarnnotgive the Committee auy evi­
dence with regard to the trade of L agos, or the 
Gold Coast ?-No; we have many native cor­
respondents on the Gold Coast, who send their 
produce to us, but we have nQ distinct establish­
ment of our own there. 

5223. Have you any establishment at Liberia? 
- Yes, but only recently estahlished. 

5224. Have you at any of those places native 
a~ents or native traders, in a.ny way connected 
WIth your establishments?-Yes; at Liberia we 
have one, but he is a sub-agent only; at Whydah 
we have a coloured gentleman as agent, but he is 
not a native of t,he country. 

5225 . Are those comn1ission agents?-The one 
at Liberia is. 

5226. Are there any native traders carrying 
on trade on their own account, unconnected with 
Bl"itish houses, exporting to Engia,nel on their 
own account?-Y ee, in many parts t;he1'e are; 
there are from Liberia coloured people carrying 
on a very large trade. 

5227 . In trading with those yarious iudepend­
ouy chiefs, do you find the commercial trearties 
which EngJan<fhas entered into with them use­
ful t o your trade ?- Yes, very essential to it. 

5228. In saying that, do you distinguish com­
mercial1:l'eaties from tl'eaties for other purposes, 
sueh ns t.he suppression of the slave trade ?-The 
commercial treaties and the slave trade treaties 
h!lVe ill almost all cases gone together, a tre{lty 
being for the snppression of the sln ve trade and 

for freedom of tt'ade, with the most fayoured 
nation clause inserted in it ; I think in all recent 
treat,ies t.hat is so. 

5229. Do the treaties applyiug to the two ob­
jeots, the suppression of the slaye trade and the 
openiog of legitimate trade, generally involve 
also any engagement on the p~rt of the British 
power to protect the chiefs ' -N.o, not auy that I 
am familiar with. 

5230. But is the natore of those treat,ies this, 
that if those chiefs will stop the slave trade and 
open trade, some ad'vantage will be offered 
them in return ' -At Bonny they made a treaty 
to pay the kiulr, on condition of his abolishing 
sla,'el'Y and est~lishing entire freedom of trade, 
1O,00u dollars a. year for fiye years. 

5231. Is there generally a payment to a chief 
connected with those treatiesr-Not generally, I 
think; in SOlDe cases there is; there was one at 
Old Caiabar, with a payment of 2,000 dollars 
for five years. 

5232. Lord Sta;,Z..".] That was to cover the 
temporary .Joss which was incurred by the cessa­
tion of the slave trade ?-Yes, to CQ"rel' the loss 
of revenue arising before the legitimate trade 
would compensate them for that 10 ... 

5233. Lord AIj"ed Churchill.] Who was to 
pay the 2,000 dolbrs?-TheEnglish Goyerruuent 
stipulated to 1'.Y'. . 

5234. Chairman.] Havlllg commerce both WIth 
Sierra Leonc, which is an English settlement, 
and with those scvelo°al native govelmmellts, which 
do you think is the best position for a British 
merchant to trade nt, wit.h an English settlement. 
on the ,'Vest Coast of Afi'ica, or with a native 
govermnellt with only an Eno-lish consul?­
:Merely for commercial purposes "i should rather 

, lean to a commercial treaty than to a settlement. 
5235. You thiuk. for the iuterest of British 

trade, it is bett,cr that the English should only 
establish consulates, than that they should actually 
undertake the goverument of the country?­
Yes, it. frees you from many cont.ingencies. 

5236. V\T}11.tt sort of continO"encies do you allude 
to ?-Thc fear of getting i~volved in native dis­
l)utes and interference with the native govern­
ment. 

5237. Do you see auy ad ,·antagc in n goyern­
ment as contrasted with a consulate ?-As regards 

t,hc 
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the slave trade di,~sion of the subject there may 5251. To what government did you appeal ?-- J. A''P;.."n 
be ~ome j as, for illstanc~, the ~l'.eedom ,of the To the English Goyernment. .To~ill, .Esq~ 
slave when once be comes Il1 to Bntlsh terntory. 5252. At home ?- At home; there is no otber 

3238. You think that" Bri ti"h Government authority. ,8 .\l ay 
it! b(;lter for the slave, becRiuse he becomes free 5253. T hen, in fact, that cr eated considerable ]865 .... 
on entering B ritish territory ?-Yes, tJlat is one detay?-It did. 
4,h-antllge. 5254. There was no power in t.he nearest 

.52:)9. B ut does nottha.t involve a ilisadvantage government on the W est Coast to give you pro­
to the British bl'llO'ing thelll into conflict with tection ?- None; we apply to t he consu l to come 
the natives on the s~bject of domestic slavery?- and visit the river , the consul if necessary applies 
I think that that danger exists-:- to the commodore, wliOenters the riYer with a 

,j241J. You think that where t he British have man-of-war, and they generally come to some 
established O'overnments, t he position of the sla\7e arrangement; that dispute wi th K inO" P epel has 
is .omewhatbetter I-I think so. I am carefu l been ver1: satisfactor ily concluded by "the prompt 
in ITlvinO' that answer, because I am not familiar and JudiclOus·course taken by Commodor e vVil-
wiltt th~ L~os trade., and my informat~on is roo;. . Ir-
taken rather from readmlr than from expel'!.ence; 0255, flow long have you had commerCIal . 
but 1 think the tendency is t.hat the masgrs 'Yould _ transactions with Bonny and Calabar yourself?­
trent tlleir siaves better, knowing thatif there For 30 years. 
were anr complaint freedom would readily be ac- 5256. During that t.ime how often have you 
corded. had to apply to the Home Goverlllllent for re-

;i241. But do you think a British merchant dress, and huw often through the consul, and the 
tI would rather have a consul than a government assistance of the squadron, have you obtained re­

to ,lenl with him ?-I think so; but I have not dress; balf-a-dozen times or n1ore?-Yes} I dare­
had experience of the trade at Lagos. If it were say more than that; but then in former years we 
asketl me whether I would at those places where had no treaties to guide an .English supercargo 
there are not English .settlements at tbis moment and a native chief; now you have treaties, so 
rather have comruercial treaties, with a consul to that the king and chiefs can see where they have 
· ... i..,it them from time to time, than an Enalish done wl'ong, and the supercargoes can see what 
~ett l emeut, I should say I would rather have they can do with justice; therefore, there is less 
commen .. ial treaties with a consul ; at a settlement liability to these disputes. 

It the Customs du es must be heavier, and tha.-t must 5257. When did those trea.t.ies begin ?-Tbe 
dri ... e trade to the nearest free port. treaty that enters most into detail was one 

';242. :ilIr. Chichester Fo>·tesc"e.] Are you enter."d into by Consul Beecroft i~ 1850. 
~lleaking with reference to the oil rivers ?-The ,5208. ,Yas he consul nt Benm? - I n ~he 
od l;YCl'S, 01' other places. BIght; he was at Fernando p.o. I may mentIOn 

. . ' . that the king under that treaty was subject 
~3"*?: CIt;;lJ·mu.n.] Tak~ Bonny; ~o y~1.1 tbmk to a fine for its violation, and that fine was 

tnat I\"lllg I epells more hkely to mmntam pe~ce paid. The commodore O'J.ve him two months to 
there, and to promote commerce, than an EnglIsh pay it, and it was paid. ;:, This is a letter dated 
):0,"e1'110r placed there ?-I should be very sorry the 3d April 1865; it is from the Chairman of 
to ~~!t't lj,ng l"ih g~~erno~.pla;ed ~here. the Court of Equity at Bonny. (T he supercargoes 

'-~4" ,Vh °fe II s ,.ong t lDg .-/ r h' there and at Old Calabar haye a Court of 
d .)~~. hY.·--: fl e ,s no powerdublll h's own Equity to settle disputes amicably.) He writes as 
olU.lD..lon~ ; IS. In uence 15 share y tree or follows ~ "Commodore Wilmot acted with 

fnur leading chiefs. . I I d ,. I' h' h" P 
~?46 , Vl t' tl t f h· promptItu( e ane eCISlon, e Ispatc mg t e an-
~t .. t la /s le:In ur:. o? ITlgovk~nmentJ dora)) to Bonny RS soon as possible after receiving 

dli~f$ a:~~l~~~: ~les O~tic e~~~:~ .. - Ie ~lUg an • our lett~r by t~l~ Pebn;ary ~ail, in. which ,we 
~?r D h p. t 1. ffi ' urged hIm to VISIt us hllnselt, and Ius selectIOn 

t 'k .... I . tl oes .e lll}!llll ~ln su hClent g~:fern:ent of Commander \'\. F. Ruxton, of who::le conduct 
o ec~ . le pe.lOe .- .1. s ~uc as na lye lD~S in the manalrement of the difficult duty intrusted 
an~~ clu~fs./l? j the; ~·e freque~tly engag~d III to him we cabnnot speak in sufficiently high terms, 
~~nIra~~\~l bal::'sn~~11 hro~fZ w~~~lOUS magllltU( e w~s most judicious. As an offic?r is not p.er-

~.) ~ , c. .. ffiltted by the rules of the serVIce to receIve 
.:> _-18. In your commerCIal transactIOns WIth thanks directly fronI those he has assisted, we 

Bonny :md Calabar, and other such places, have enclose a letter of thanks to him which we 
you eyer found your cOl~merce impeded by dis- request you to forward to the Secl'~tary of th e 
t Ul'bances?-Y cs, from King Pepel. . Admiralty for transmission." By the interference _ 

.j~49 . ","That was the natureof that disturbance? of Commander Ruxton, acting undel' Commo­
- h .in!5 Pepel was recently in this country for dore Wilmot, that dispute has been amicably 
,ome tnue, and probably he went back with ex- settled. 
nggernted notions of his own importance, and 52.59. Bince those treaties were made, has it 
t~1Ul1ght he had great influence with the English been ever necessary to apply to the Home 
~O\·erllmen~ ~ one of the first things he dId was, Government for redress, or has the consul been 
ill defiance of a treaty, to attempt to extort trust able to obtain the assistance of the squadron and 
from the traders, and to exact an increased Cus- get redress for you?-The course taken by the 
tunl ,Iue beyond what had been stipulated by the traders there is aenerally to send home to tl,. 
Treaty of 1 ~50. African AssociatIon in Enl!iland a copy of the 

J2JO.>yhat appeal had you to resort to in that proceedings in the Court of Equity. They do 
cu •• 1_,\ e unme<hatcly appealed to the EnO'lish not wait until they aet a reply, but at the same 
GO"ernment} and instructions were sent Ol~t to time they apply to the consul, who, if necessary, 
the conu~auder on the station (Commodore ",Vil- calls in the commodore from the station. 
mot) to mterfere, and prevent a violation of the 5260. ",'Vithout waiting for instructions from 
treaty. Eugland ?-Y es; but the African Association 

O.:J!l. D D 4 write 
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J. A'pinal,! write to E",d Russell in order that he may, if 
Tobin, Esq. he think propel'" write out his own instructions to 

suppo.t the views of the traders there. 
18 May 5261. During an,y 0£ those disputes, rumlduring 
1865· the time of .getting the fi·ne paid, has commerce 

been impeded ?-Yes, it has been stopped for the 
time; but genel'ally, I may say, that has been 
done not. by the mere arbi,trary will of the com­
mander, hut iu all eases t hat I can c",ll to mind 

~ it has heen done with the consent and after 
c0Dsultation with the traders on the river. 

5262. ;[s all tbat country in . he hands of " 
great number of petty chiefs ?-Yes. 

5263. ''Vi.t bout any controlling nati,'e power? 
-There is no general controlling power. 

5264. Do you believe that it is the tendency 
of any stronger power to overrun the weaker 
ODes there, a.nd to obtain the preclomiufuuce?-I 
do not think there is in tbe oil rivers. They ",re 
very often engaged in wars; but the King of 
Bonuy doe. not take possession of New Cal.bar, 
,nor does l he arttelnr>t it, 

5265. Do you not know of any more vigoFous 
. powevs in the interior who are gradually pressing 
on down to the coast ?-The tendency in the in­
terior is to ,come down and get access to the 
eoast. Tha.t was the case at Lagos. 'Dhe Bonny 
men and Br,a-ss men were not original'ly inhabi­
tants of the sea coast. 

5266. Lord Stanley.] It is the tendency of a 
..J powerful interim' tribe to make\ its way down to 

the coast 1- Yes, tbat is the teudency. 
5267. Chairman.] Do you anticipate the native 

power in that way becoIlling .stronger by the 
stronger tribes obta,ining possession of all the 
government ?-I tbink that they would split up 
again if that were t,he case; but that is a mere 
vague unpression of mine. 

5268. Do you find practically that a great 
many of those little chiefs, in their iuteFnal 
quarrels, render commerce precarious? - Those 
petty wars interfere, _to some eX,tent, with com­
merce, but tbey are petty wars . . \ \ 

5269. How far does the l'resenM of the Br-itish 
Consul teud to put an end to those ,utel'llal 
quarrels ?-He has no power j he cau only act 

"'by the intervention of his good offices in trying 
to get the angry persons to agree to some 
settlement of t.he c'iisJlute. 

5270. Do you think that his presenoe teuds to 
peace or disturbance among those little tribes?-

. I think that it tends to prevent disturbance. 
I think j,t would, be desirable that the eonsuls 
should visit the rivers and pla,ces of trade on the 
coast lUuch,more frequently than they do. 

5271. vVhich, in your opinion , tends most to 
peace among a number of litt.le tribes, a resident 
British Consul, or the assUlnption of a Goyern­
ment by a Brit,ish Go,"ernor ?-I think ~hat the 
English being settled there might keep them 
more in subjection and awe; but then there are 
the cont,i!!gencies connected wit,h that, that you 
aet involved in their disput,es. 
" 5272. Do you trade with the mouth of the 
Congo ?-Yes. 

5273. Is there any Government estahlishment 
of ll>lly sort there ?-No. 

5274. Has it been proposed, or do you feel 
any wish that there should be anything in t.he 
nature of an English fort at the mout.h of the 
Con~o ?-:I\o; I think that the Congo should be 
stl'iCbly watched, but not by means @f torts. I 
would have a hulk at the mouth of the river, 
which would thus be ",atched, and the squadron 

could coal without leaving their cruising-around: 
which would make it more efficient, and there 
would also be a great saving of expense. 

5275. At this moment the mouth of the Con~o 
is disputed tcnitOl'Y, is it not, ?-The Portugue~e 
have for a long time claimed all that part of the 
coast, from 5° 12' south to 8° south, but it has 
never been acknowledged by the English - Go­
vernment; on the contrary, they determined .to 
;resist it. 

5276. So that there is neither a European nor 
a native government practically at the mouth of 
the Congo ?-No, I do not think that there is 
any nart,ive government now. 

5277. Is there slave trade going on there now? 
-Yes. 

5278. Both at the Con"'o and Loa,nda?-I 
shoulit not like to say that there is at Loanda. 

5279. Is the Congo the only place whene you 
know of a slave export, au the 'Vest Coast of 
Africa, going on now? -Yes, t.he Congo is the 
only plaee that I know of now. I believe that 
attempts have been made a little to the no~th, of 
the Congo to export slaves. 
, 5280. What means do we take to stop the slave 
export there ?-We liave the squadron. , 

5281. Is it part of the cruising-ground of the 
squadron ?-Yes, hut it might be made much 
more efficient. 

5282. But you do not think that either in the 
interest of the supP"ession of the slave trade, or 
the protection of commerce, it would be advis"hle 
for the English to put any Government estab­
lishment 01' fort at the mouth of the Congo?~ 
No. 

5283. Do you thinll; that the squadron is as 
efficient as it cau be, both in suppressing_ the 
slave trade, and in th~ _protection of commerce in 
all those parts of the West Coast with which you 
aFe connected ?-No, I think not. 

5284. In what respect is it inefficient ?- All 
, the rest of the coast there is perfectly open to 

the sea, so that a slaver can be readily seen, but 
the Congo is a place where they Gan be soon out 
of sight by running in; I have never seen any 
re.son why the Congo should not be thoroughly 
watched and hlockaded; it would be a very 
small expense. 

5285. Do you think that the squadron is useful 
I in hlockading in-shore?-Yes, butitmight be made 
more useful; the vessels are not fast enough. 

5286. But if the object is blockading tbe 
coast, we understand from naval witnesses that 
they do not waut such fast ships as would be 
wa~ted for carpture ?-But it is evident that you 
require a complete cordon, because if the slaver 
is a fast steamer of 14 or 16 knots an hour, she 
has nothing to do but to get n start of two nilles, 
ano she is perfecHIy saie; every five mi.nutes 
takes her so much further out of danger, whereas 
if the squadron once sighied her,1hey must take 
her if they were faster ships. 

5287. But must not the naval officers beoome 
aware of anything like a depot of slaves being 
got ready for e-"port?-They do escape, as a 
matter of fact; whether they are aware of it, 0r 
whether ohey are deceiv.ed, or whether it is frou t 

>the facility of moving from tbe ban'acoons to the 
place of shipment, the fact is undoubted that 
they do escape. 

5288 . Are there not certa.in localities in whioh 
these bn.rracoolls aL'e usually established ?-Yes; 
but there is no great difficulty in moyina the 
slaves five or ten miles off'. ::> 

5289 .• Can 
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5289. Can you say, from your own knowledge, 
whether that is the mode in whi ch tJle shltve ex­
port "OCS on, by perpetually gh i ft in~ the depOts, 
so as °to avoid the ships of wal" ?- l cannot say 
from my own know ledge, but there nre barra­
coons in the Congo, and t hey ship the s.htves 
without moviuO' the barracoons themselves. 

5290. Are tj,c Committee to underst>lnd thn,t 
the bUl'racoons arc usually up the r iver ?-There 
are no r1 vers, except the Coago, for a very oou­
sidel'ahle space on that part of the conat. 

5291. But if they are made on t he coast, can 
those shipments be made without the l1:lVa1 offi­
cers becoming aware of them 1-1 doubt if t here 
is any barracoou on that part of the coast imm e­
diately on the sea: I think they are "t Congo. 

5292. At all evcnts, you thi nk that th e,s'1llad­
ron is composed of ships not fast enoilgll fer cap~ 
turing slavers at sea ?-Cert.'1..inly. -

5293. ,Yith respect to t he ca.pturing system, 
to yonr knowledge has it ever occurred, or often 
occurred, that ships have been taken which 
turned out uot to be 813o,'cr5, or that ships have 
heen destroyed which might have been taken for 
adjudication 1-While I readily acknowledge the 
great services of the !'quadron, I think the instruc­
tions to the commanding officers must be lax, 01' 

that o('('asionnlly they show n. very great want of 
discretion, and i\ very great injury has been re­
ceived by leg-itimate commerce in consequence of 
the arb itrary acts of some of t he men-of-war 
officers; I have suffered mysel f from highly 
improper conduct, wmch the Government could 
notjudti(y. 

5~94. ,'Vi ll you state to the Committee 
the nnture of that arbitrary conduct ?-I will 
state the one which I brou"ht under the 
notice of the Government, wh icltwas the case of 
the" Launch," English packet., which belonged 
to my 'firm; she was a native boat, which we bad 
for the purpose of communicatinO' between all our 
different es tablishments. T he persoll in charge 
of the boat had an En"lish flag, to show that she 
belonged to an English merchant, and tbe captain 
of ODe of the English ships of war seized bel', and 
tne O"l'ound hc alleged was, that she was fiyiuO" the 
EngYish flag without bavincr. an l~n O"l ish re(T~ter. 
T~e Customs law of England pre~fents a ~ressel 
belDg registered except by coming into au English 
port, on a British settlement, so that it was im­
possible to have sl!ch register. T .he commander 
kept the person III clut.rge as prlsoner, but re­
leased both him and the vessel next day, sayin" 
at the sam e time, 1hat if he found him flyinO" th~ 
E~lish flag ltO"ain, he would seize the ,?essel 
~~alD. V\7 e said that if we had been guilty of t),n 
Illegal act, he ought not to have reie.'1sed tJle 
,"essel, alld if otherwise, he ol1uht not to threaten 
to seize her again; but the Co Government here 
appealed to the law officers of the Crown, ",nd 

" .. they at once decided that there was no violation 
of law at ~ll iu fl ying t he English flag without the 
vessel bemg registered; she wa,s taken by the 
H Vesuvius," in August 1859. 
. 5295. Do you belieye that vcssels are some­

hID:es destroyed unncccssarily, without ndjudi­
cntlOn ?-Ye:s. With regard to that English 
packet, Commander Edmonstvue, who was on 
t~e s~.ation, wrote ,to say that he had chana-eel 
Ius Yle~,'s, and would Dot again capture under 
those CIrcumstances. But the iutericrellce wjth 

• our trade had already done thc misob.ief. The 
most rrlnring case tha.t I know of was that of a 
vesscl of ours, that we had had tradinO" for 1 

0.39. " , 

think: three years, up and down the coast, and 
whioh was perfeotly well known, and had often 
carried despatches and thiuO"s for men-of-war on 

. t he station; we bad seut h~r up to Cabendn to 
be repa.ired (C:abeoda. being the only good har­
bOL:r), to h ~'\,vc a new dcck p ut in, and had sent 
na,t lve pJank {or thc purpose. The vessel was dis­
mantled, and the sails and rigrrinO" pu t on shore 
for sa,~ety } and while in t his st.~te nthe a Es.poir," 
Captam DouO"lns_c.ommaudcr, came in, and went 
011 board, too~ t.he vessel out of Cabenda and set 
fi r e. to her, burning the vessel-planks and 'palm oil 
WhlCh were on boa.rd. He never took the case into 
any court at all for adjudication : we represented it 
to ,the English Gqvernment; we thought at fir~t 
there must be some. ground fot' suc.h a monstrous 
act~ Hnd were anxious to get a copy of his 
despatch, but when we received i t, we found 
he gave just t he same account of the transaction 
as our agent had given, and as I have given the 
Comn1'ittee. 

5296. Lord Alf,·ed '-'''urchin] Did you O"et 
compensation for the loss of that sh ip ?-,'V e did 
not. Under the advice of £il" Hugh Caims and 
others, we took proceedings against the Queen; 
however, it was decided in the Court of Common 
Pleas that our remedy was aga,inst the cap tain 
rather than against the CrowD, and after a good .. 
deal of communication with the GoYernment, 
they agreed to .refer it to arbitration with regard 
to the amount of damage; the fa.ots were not 
denied. 

5297. Supposing the slave trade to cease, 
which we h~'\,Ve had some evidence to malm us 
hope may not be a very distant event, what 
would be the necessit,Y for a squadron, 01' any 
British Government heing established for the 
protection of commerce alone?-You would only 
require a 'Vcry small force indeed to visit the 
different parts of the coast, but nothing like the 
present squadron. 

5298. 'What would their business be further 
than on the complaint of a. consul to settle occa­
sional (lisputes between traders ?-That would bc 
the point. Their very presence would be a good 
thing; the consul should ha"fe a small steamer 
placed at his disposal to visit the rivers, and the 
leailing places of trade periodically : perhaps, 
every three Or four months; his presence there, 
and the knowledge that he would be coming in 
a short time would tend to prevent disputes. 

5299. I s there anythiug of the naturc of piracy 
along that coast which 'vould require a la.rger 
squadron than you describe as necessary for t he 
settlemcnt of disputes only?-1 think not. In 
the River Congo, 0 11 the south side, t he tribes 
a,re very dangerous, and there is great danger in 
going np the Congo; if n vessel touohes on any 
of the small banks in the river, the Musselingo 
tribes COlle Qut with their canoes and board and 
plnnder her a.t once, 

5300. Call you giye thc Oommittee any infor­
mation with r egard to t he opening of trade on 
the Niger ?- f am familiar with it from reading 
only; t here is, I believe, no tra(le at the present 
time on the Niger. 

5301. Do you think that there is nOw prospect 
of that trade being opened 1-1 entertain a very 
strong opinion that there are. the clements of a 
very g reat trade there to ans ventuall y; but 
the wanner iu wmch it 1 . e conduoted would 
involve so large a ~ lay for several years, and 
that outln.y wou l f be so much greater than the 
first profits ail 0 e tracIe, that I do not think, 
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J. AspinaU without some assis.tance from the Government, 
7'obm, Esq. parties would en{er into it. 

5302. Do you think that tbat assistance from 
18 May the Govemment sbould be in the nature of a 

1865. pecuniary subsidy only, or ~ls.o in tbe nature of 
a protecting force of ~n)' kme! ?-Not It protect­
ina force; I do not l,ike to see commerce and 
m~n-of~war going together. 

5303. Yon think that the peace which is 
necessary for opening the trade might be better 
secured by private enterprise than by any Go­
vernment interference 1-1 do. 

5304. You think that Government interfereDce 
would, rat.her than otherwise, impede the open-' 
ina of that trade ?-Y es; I would sooner trust to 
ga~d conduct, aud the necessit.y for patience and 

• good humouQ' on the pal'> of the traders, than to 
any demonstration of force. 

5305. Presumin~ that neitb.er a fort nor a 
GoveliDmeut estabhshment we.l'e necessary at the 
mout,h of the Niger, or up the Niger, would it 
require any additional consulate there to open 

, the trade ?-I tbink not. 
5306. Did you nat yourself ODce make an offer 

to the GoverllIDent with rega,rc1 to opening the 
trade of the Niger?-Yes. 

5307. "Vb"t was tb.,t offer ?-I have ",lways 
looked on it as a ma"tt.er of national importa.nce 
that t.be Niger sbould be thoroughly opened up 
to British enterprise, and its resources developed; 
I was asked two years ago if I would undertake 
to mauao-e that trade. I eaid that I tbOU<Tht it 
was atte;dcd with very grea.t difficulty an~ cer­

.!ta.jQl 1055 in the earlier stages of the enterprise, 
and fhat I most undoubtedly would not enter into 
it without some a-ssistance from the Government 
ill the nature of the assistance rendered to the 
la,te Mr. McGregor Laird; I proposed to carry 

'out Mr. Lacro's plan, bllt embarking a mnch 
larger capital, and going into it more boldly than 
was within the scope .of a private individual. 

5308. Iu fact, you thought tbat the opening of 
the trade on, the N iger must. be by steamers more 
Gastly than a privl'te ludividna.! could undertake? 
- Yes, a,nd fbr this ]Jeason; a sail1.llg yessel , can. 
be naviga.tcd at fl, comparatively small expense, 
but it is absolutely necessary that the t.rade in tbe 
l\:iger should be developed by means of steamers; 
the, ol"iginal outlay is thus greater; but more im­
portant still, there is the great risk of anything 
br~akin& do\:'n ii,' the machinery, and the enter-

~ pnse cOllapsrng 11) consequence. You have also 
the risk that during a great portion of the year 
you could not communicate with tl\e vessels 
as you can on the sea coast; you must have a 
peculiar class of steamers ca}!rying litt'le cargo, 
a.nd of a. very light draught of water, to keep 
up, that communication j it would necessarily take 
some years 1}efore a trade could be developed tha.t 
would give you any return for your outJay, and 
when you had dey eloped t,hat: trade, Mid it begnrn 
to be remunerative, other people who had been 
quietly wat,ohing your efforts a.nd lett;ing JOu l·UD.! 
th e risk, wonld sfep in and reap tbe fruits of your 
exertions. . 

5309. It was tbe first cost. of opening the trade 
which you thought ·requl:t!ed G0vcrDluent assist­
ance ?-I feel satisfied tbat it cannot be properly 
carried out without.. 

6310. 'Was the nature of your offer to the Go­
vernment that, supposlnfJ: with '6heh' first assist­
ance the trade was t ully est"blisbed, their 
assistance might be repaid; tbat 4beir first sub­
sidy should be in the nature of a loan, ....... ~1!6'nVMlds 

recovered ?-Not quite a loan, because then it 
would be merely a temporary ad vance of mOlley; 
it was to be repaid after 6 per cent. had been re­
cei "ed by the parties engaged in the enterprise. 
This was the proposition: "Considering, there­
fore, that ~here are namonal . ·nd philanthropic, as 
well as commp.l'cial objects in -view, and that in 
addition to una voidable risks, no profit on the 
brge c"'pital embarked can be expected for some 
time, we have applied to Her Majesty's Govern­
ment for a subsidy, the same as was granted to 
M'r. ~rcGregor Laird; viz ., for the first year, 
8,000 I.; for the second yea.r, 7,500 I.; for the 
~hird ye"r, 7,0001.; for the fourth year, 6,500/.; 
for the fifth year, 6,000/.; and the company ha. 
offered that sep.mte accounts shall be kept of 
trading operations In tbe river, and sbQuld tbose 
accounts, ,,'ben the trade hOB been fairly es­
tablished, sbow a profit beyond 6 per cent. on the 
c",pilal embarked, they are williD~, if it would be 
satisfactory to Ifer Maojesty's Government, to 
agree to return 0ne-half the excess over 6 per­
cent. until i he payments under tbe subsidy sball 
ha:ve been reimbursed," 

53 11. Lord Stanley.] Those are the terms on 
which Indian railways are guaranteed, except 
~hat you subs>itute 6 per ceut. for 5 per cent?­
To a certain extenb that is so; not quite; but it 
is much on the same principle. I may mention 
that supposing the Government preferred a smaller­
sum without any return, we 'i~rouid carry out 
1\11'. L a.ird's enterprise with It payinent of 5,000 l. 
a-year instead of the sca.!e that was paid to 
him , and we also stated that we were not desn,ous. 
ourselves of carrying it out, but that we were 
quite willin~, and would just as soon tha.t other 
parties should ta,ke it up and receive 1lhat sub­
sid~; our object was to see wh1llt we consider a 
great nationa.! enterprise fairly tested and carried 
out; we said that if otber merchants would only 
take the subject up we ,vould warmly support 
them. 

53 12. Chairman.] Are the tribes around tbe 
Niger generally friendly to us?-After you pass 
the Delta r tbink tbey are friendly; the ri.& 
would be in passing the Deha. 

53 13. Are there tribes tbere wbich would 
be probably hostile'?-That hostility might be 

\' neutralised by settjng up trailing establishments 
with them; it is a natUJ:a.I feeling of j ealousy if 
they see vessels passing by to Gonduct a trade 
with people further up -the river, and, as it were, 
cut~ing off their supplies; but if you established 
trad:ing places you would not have much to fear 
hom that cause. Mr. McGregor Laird's ex.pe­
rience proves this. 

5314. You think t.hat trade might be peacefully 
set up without any proteotive establishment in 
cOllnection with those tribes; not independently 
oj! them, but in connection with tbose tribes b­
Yes, witb tbose tribes and with differeut parties 
up the l'iver' some bundreds of miles up the. 
rlve~'. 

5315. Has your t.rade in all the places which you 
have mentioned been gradually progressing?­
!he trade witb Africa has increased very rapidly 
'ndeed: 

5316. You have for.30 years conducted trade 
wi~h. the West Coast of .Africa, partly with 
Brj>"h settlements and partly with parts of the 
coast unconnected with Bl'itish settlements; can 
you give the Committee any comparative state­
ment of the progress of )'our trade in those two 
quarter,s ?-N 0, because It is only very recently 

(.hat 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON APRICA (W~STER~ COAST). 219 

that I have formed any establishment at Sierra 
L eone. 

5317. For how many years ?-About 12 
months only, r think. 

6.1 18. 'Will you tell the Commi,ttee o'ener",l1y 
the rate of progress of your trade with ~'Vhydah, 
CaIn-hal', Bonny, and tbe other places which you 
ba,'e mentioned unconnected with a British se1r 
tJement ?-Palm oil is the only article exported, 
and from those rivers the impQrt into this country 
in 1830 was 10,000 tons; in 1840 it was 15,000 
tOM; in 1850 waa 21,000 tons ; and in 1860 it 
was 40,000 tons. 

5~ 19. Lord Stanley.] L etmeask youif that trade 
is considered likely to be endangered by th e great 
recent importation of petroleum ?-I do not tbiuk 
it is likely to be endangered. I t hink that a 
great increase would ta.ke place in t~tl'a~(Jp, with 
Afric.:;l in other products; qu ite new thing'it 

5320. Chairman.] It seems from that state­
mon t th:lt there is a steady invruriable progress? 
-Yes. 

5321. Never checked by war to any amount? 
-~ ot if you take it in cycles of years. Ono 
yeaeA importation ma.y be Ie than the year 
beforci but in periods oft.irne it js·as you say. 

5~22. Do you look confidently forward to a 
considerable increase in future ?-An immense 
increllse. 

6323. Have you the same confidence that 
therc will be a thriving trade at Sierra L eone ?­
The trade with Sierra Leone proper is small 
The great bulk of the trade that may be called 
Sier1"l1 L eonc trade is in the rivers north of it, 
for ground-nuts; or at Sherboro' for palm 
oil ami palm kernels. 

.532<lo. Do you expect to be able yourself to 
develope much t.rade there ?-Yes, but not at 
Sier!'a. Leone proper. . 

5325. Whene do YOll expect to develope the 
trade ?-At Sberboro', and th e rivers north . 

5326. I¥hy sbould not, the river at Siel'!''' 
Leone be a great exporting place ?-·I do not 
think there is the same communication by water 
for bringing the produce from the interior that 
they have in the north, 

6327. But why should Sherboro' have a better 
p'r~sp:ct o~ b.·ad~ than a place with great internal 
facillhes, hke Slerra Leone?- Shel"boTo' is part 
of the Colony of Sierra Leone; but I am speaking 
of the tmde actually done at Sier,'''' Leone i tself. 

6328. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] The Sher­
boro' district jncludes the mouths of several im­
portant rivers, does it not ?-I meant, in saying 
th.t, that I thought there would be m:eater 
facilities for bringiuo- the produce of the ~l ter i or 
to that spot than to S ier"" L eone itself . 

6329. You were asked sOlll e questions by the 
RJ~ht llonourable Chairman, with regard to the 
dtfficult.y which .you found in dealing with n. nulU­
bel' of petty chIefs, and you were asked whether 
}~u thought that you would £nd it easier to deal 
Vt?th one powerful nati'"e sovereio-D. Can you 
gn'e the Committee an opinion on °that point ?-
1 do not see that I could give a stronO" opinion 
further than thi.: take the case of tll; Kin" of 

~Dahomey, who at l'Vhychh is a powerful k~g; 
no other trader can t,rn.de with you untjl the kinO' 
haa mnde his selection of the cargo. Now i~ 
other parts of the coast, I know the chiefs would 
not s~'\lld that; at Bonny for instance; indeed 
the klUg does not trade there. 

5330. The ouly way, of course, is to take a 
parhcular instance; should you sal' that you 
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found it particuIo.rly fayourable for the British 
rum·chant to deal w" itb a powelful nnti,Te Sovereign 
lilce Dahomey?-I should prefe, not being so 
eutirely in t he hands of one individual. In 
Bonny, the k ing ,vould suffer from the chiefs in 
case he exercised much arbitra.ry power. 

5331. In short, you think you can o-et on 
better with t,hose comparatively weak chie~s than 
you could with a powerful native despot; here is 
an instance of one who is considered a powerful 
king ?-Th1y exper.mnce has been very short at 
Whydah, but w.e 'were induced to embm-k in trade 
there, because the king expressed to the Eno-lish 
Goverrun:ent his desire for legitimate trade~ he 
undertook to give u's his factory, which had been 
previously used for the slave trade, and we deter­
mined to t.ry the experiment, and we are now 
trying it ; our experie~lCe ha~ not been long 
enough to wanant me 10 saymg whether that 
",ill be successful 01' not. 

5332. That is the only case in ' which our 
traders have had to do with a powerful native 
king?-The only one · we ,.have had; there. a.re 
others more or less controllea by the co-operation 
and influence of the chiefs of the towns. 

5333. Do you know "'nything about the Gold 
Coast?.......;. W e have a number ... of native corre­
spondents there who send produce to us, and it is 
a trade which we endeavour to cultivabe, because 
we think it would produce great advantage to 
the natives themselves. 

5334. ''Vould you think it a gre",t advantage 
if the King of A shantee was to be allowed to 
come down to the coast?-I would very much 
rather see the natives as they are at present be­
coming traders and merchants themselves. My 
own impression is, that if you have a white man 
trading, the nat ives being accustomed to look up 
to bim as a superior person, ate not so much in­
clined to make efforts to raise th,emsehres a.s if 
t11ey see a. man of their own colour beco))1ing a 
trader and merchant; it stimulates them when 
they see that there is no har rier, and that they 
can become traders also. A native is encouraged 
by seeing his own acquaintance getting 011 in 
the world, and they are very good men of busi­
ness. 

5335. Sir John H ay.] Pure negroes do you 
mean ?-Yes, we have many tradel's who are 
as perfect men of business as any of our white 
correspondents. 

5336. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] You think 
tha.t those native traders enjoy greater liberty 
under the small chiefs of Africa than they would 
under such a king as the King of D ahomey or 
Ashantee?-Yes, I think they do; of COUrae it 
would depend on the character of the monarch ; . 
it would depend "pon whether bis sway were 
gentle or otherwise. . 

5337. They and you would be dependent ?n 
his caprice I-Yes, we should be in his pow'yr 

. entirely. , 
5338. L ord Stanley.] With regord to the 

subsidy proposed for the trade of the Niger, can 
you o-ive the Committee any reason why it 
should be granted jn that case, rather than in 
any other case where a trade has to bo opened 
which is unproductive for the first two or three 
yea-rst-The English Governme-nt a.nd private 
persons, for very many yea.rs, have spent very 
large sums of money in attempting to develope 
the Nio-er. If it were a. purely mercantile speou­
lation,o r could draw no distinction between 
the opening of that liver aad nny othel' river. 
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There are othel' reasons which have influenced 
the Gove\·nuwnf, in th.e course . which they 
have t.1..ken dw.:ing a long series of yeaus, when ,8 M;a~ 

10°5. 
they have themselve;s ~teDt out expediilions, 
and wlhen they granteol Jvlr. MeGrcgot Laird his 

.. /Subsidy, the desu:e was to pllomote oivilization., 
aDd, as fa,r as posolble, to destroy the sl."e trade. 
It.is n~t loo~.;:ed upon, I cODeeh'e, as a. mere mer 4 

c~ll,tile spec\l)atioil. ;{ do not myself look UpOll 
It , a~ n mere merean;tile speculattiQn, be.cn,1.1Se 50 

41' from being desirous to embark in it with re· 
gn~d fio any peounia.ry benefit, I shoul<l ,prefer 
other parties doing ot, only -r should like t..,.see it 
c:l'one. 

5339.· Admitting that the e$tablishment of a 
r~gul lcH' tnade upon the Niger would be a.n' ad-va.n­
tage to the pe0ple on these parts, ean you gi,.'e 
any reaoon willY ohat should be subsidised by the 
British Govellnment rallhe,. t han any similar 
eI!ter.prise, or_the Iudus, or tn.e Nile, GIl' the 
Amazo.n, Or any other gil'eat river which runs 
tb,liough a. C0untry the resources of which mfe 
comparatively undeveloped ?-Not as a mere 
commeroial enterprise; ]; should look a.t ~t in the 
same light as the Government maint.aining' ~ 
squad.ron on the coast in order to c10 a.way with 
the slave trade. ....As a mere commereial enter~ 
prise, I ean see no difference between one IJ.1iver 
and anothe.. -:But the I ndns steam-£etillro 's 
subsidized, There is a G0verm.11lmt guarantee 
of 5 per cent. on the outlay; a"J the stemm 
enterprise on the IDuf'lhra.tes, beti'iYeen BllS­

sor",h anel Llagdad (ill Turkish tenitory), is also 
snbsidized by the In<1ian Government. 

5340. Putting it as a, question of mor",l c111ty 
then (sinee you prefer tbat "jew), can you "ay 
that we are under anr obligaltion, at the cost of 
the British Gover.nment, to dC'yelope the lteSOUl'ces 
of the Niger ·country, which oblin-u.tion does 
not 1ie upon us with reO"ard to <tny otj\cr country 
which is wholly uncivilisec1 ?-Yes; the oblirra­
tions of treaties made-by the British Governm~flt 
with t.he kings and chiefs up the ,·iver, for ~he 
establishment of regu1a.r trlH'lc and commeroe 

,v"1lh thein; indepenc1"en,~ly of which I should 
reo-ret very sincerely that all past exertions 
",u'a, outlruy of life anel ~"eusnre sbould not be 
utilised ; and I do not think it could be u tilised 
except in the manuel' Fllt0pOsed. 

5341. Silo Fm'llcis Bar.ing.] Can yOu aive the 
Ce)l1mittee any illformaMon with regard to those 
who have been educateCil in the missionaty 
schoels ?-l\1erely from general impressions. 

5342. You have spoken of your D3Itive cor­
respondents. have they been to the mi-ssionary 
schools ?-They went to school, 1 believe, most 
of them; many of them writ.e beautifu1ly. 

5343. There at least you have not found tl""t 
they were all rogues ?- N 0, I should be sorry 
to think so. 

~'f344. The Sierra Leone boys you have not 
faTien in with, I suppose ?- I haye Dot formed, 
from all that I have heard of them, so favourable 
au opinion of rna.ny of the Sicrra Leone men as 
I have of many of those ou the Gold Coast, 
many of whom $eem veq .. trajghtforw&rd and 
good men. 

5345. Do you mean Sieura Leone men ?-I 
am spe"'king ..",ther of the Gold Coast. Many 
of the nati,'es of Afrida with whom 1 come in 
contact are really good and Christian men; but 
the general impression with regard to most of t,he 
Sierra Leone men is not vel'y favoumble. 

5346. Do you mean the boys educated in' the 

mission 'schools ?~No, I should not draw that 
distinction; I am not competent to do so, because 
I do. not know those who have been educated ill 
th.e missionary schools and those that have not. 
I am spe"king rather of the freed colonred men 
in Sierra Leone. I think the mis.;ionary estab. 
lishments "1'e Joing good. 

534.1. 'Mr. Cheelham.] Tbose are men with 
regarcl to whom you do not know whether they 
hlliye gone ~o those schools 01· not ?-N 0; but I 
know that man., of: ,those men on th.,. Gold Coa.st 
have gone t:o .schou). 

5£48. But. witili,: -;regarcl t<> Sierra ' Leone. you 
do not know ?- I do not know. _, 
, 53409-. S1" Francis Baring.] Have you formed 

Rln!y o]?i,nion with, :regal1d to· how far the natives 
woulcL be a:ble :to enrry on, a government entirely-I> 
of their own ?-~'hey do car"y on tnc government 
by themscl ves -in most places. . ., 

5350. Is that a decent government;· of conr .. e 
at nrst it eouM not be expected to be a very 

.... regular go-vernment ? ........ Take Bonnr and Calabar, 
that has been what you may call iL nxed govern-~ 
ment f01' ru...g,rcat ma,ny years. ' 

fi35 L. Is tha.t a tolellably satisfactory goyern- , 
ment to .he natives ?-I think so; I believe 
thatiHs becoming hetter a.nd better e very year. 
I think th"t many; of their 'Yorst customs are · 
being abolishe.a; the rl:re9Jties, apd the presenc~ 
of the white men, haye done a great deal of good .... 

6352. iI3iaye YO'i any impressio~ that there is 
some I~mit 10 their intellect, which should pre­
vent their caJ!I'ying O'n w good governmeut?-No, 
I Ilh,,,k not; I thi",k that it is not likely, with 
persons who hayc been livjng in a.. degraded <State ' 
for centuries, there ean~ be any great and sudden 
change; it must truke a ~ong time. 

5353. ~Looking a.t ~he futm-e oivilisation of 
Africa, if yon may look so far, do you believe 
that the most pl'0mising mode on doing that_ is 
through the natives or through European settlle-· 
men.ts ?-I have not paid mueh attention to. that 
subject; but I think that the natives themsehes 
mnst, uncler any circumsta,nces, be the chief 

"agents; they may he, in tlhe {hst instance, set' in 
m0tion -through an EngLish settlement, but]; can-­
not sa,)' am ytl>ing on th"t point w'ith ebnfidenee. 

5354. :Mr. Buxton.] :Do yo,, ' fi1I1d th",t · the 
na1;hves wre good hands at trading?-Yes. . 

5355: ThououghlY good tllarlcts? - ;¥;e"e a 
t horoughly g0@d traders, 

5356. And to(",lIy honest ?-Yes, :r think fairly 
so; they musfr be fairly met. Fonnerly it was 
the system of Ilhe w.hite men to fancy that any· 
thingwas good enough for a blaGk man, and "they 
attemptecl to impose upon them. 

535"7. Is it the result of your 30 years' ex­
perience that ill commercial trrulsactions the 
negro comes OUU as a.n inferior being to the ordi_Lw 
nary white man ?-No; I think they are as kee!, 
in trade, and that they understand it as wellas 
we do; tiley are as well able to distinguish be. 
tween genu~e a·l'ticles and fict~tious as any 
pel·son in i.his country. 

5358. Do YOlt think that gradually society is 
bec0mi,ng mere 0rgnnised among' them, and! that 
they are rising to a Ilighel1 pitch of civiliZation? 
-I think ~hey a're improving; I tiUnk that 
many ef their wersf customs, where they h",ve . 
been brough.t inte 00Utact with Europeans, have ' 
been abolishe(l; some treaties which were entered 
into with Consul Hutehillson, at Old CalablU', 
undel1took to abolish many of _the most horxible 
practices. 

53~9. Willh 



SELEOT CO:ll.MITTEE ON AFRrcA (W~STERN GOAsm). 221 

5359. With regard to the suhsidy that has been without a peouliar class of steamers; and you J. dspillall 
referred to, the sol~ pIca. fOF ~emanding it 'Ya.s lUustucyclope a trade which does Det e'xist'llow, Tobin, Esq. 
that it would be an 1l1stalment lU the suppresSlon and that by the most expensive machinery, 
of the slave trade, and tha.t if we developed trade namely, by steam navigation. 
on the Niuer, it would tend to promote peace, and 5367. Do 'YOll trade with any parts which are 
to turn th~ attention ~f the nati \'es to commerce, not under iBri'tlish gOYC1'nments ?-Yes. . 
r..nd assist our efforts to put down the slave trade; J)368. We ha"e four settlements' under -the 
was not that so ?-The proposition was -Dot Blitish Government llOW; what is your idea-, as 
merely to ma.ke a oommercial enterprise, but to a~Bl'itish merchant, with reO'al'cl to the Govern­
carry thc mails, nn"tive tl'~rs, missionar:ies, Dlent ;o;vit:hdl'awing from part 01' £tom nhe 'wbole 
explorers, Government agents and ot.hers, and of t he coast; -ill 'il'i'litevent how would your 
O'cnerally to aid in establishing ciyilization, and commerce continue to be canied on 7-1 should 
thereby contribute to the suppression of the be very solYry to see- the establishment at! J!..agos, 
. Iave trade. for instauce, abandoned. I think that a class of 

5360. :Mr. Cheetham.] With regard to th.is free meu are rising up there, \¥ho~elnHuence will 
trade on the Niger; do you propose to entel' into eMentually. be feln thl'oughout other parts of the 
direct communication with the natives ?-Yes. coast. Jvl y answer beall's not simply on com-

536 1. Would you make it atraue o:f:d,:mrt~r, ... or_ meJ.:cial interests, butl)n higher matters. 
would you receive their produce for dlsposaJ in 5369. But, commeroially, do you think that 
thi. country 1-1t would cerminly be a trade of that trade ,vould cease, SU.~)POSil)g the Btitish 
barter; we have beeu always desilious of stimu- Government withdrew from i1Jhe G<fast ?-No; r 
latina the natives to be merchants on their ow.n do not think tha.t ~lat torade would cease in the 
""co~nt; take U,e Gold Coast, for instauce. But event of your withdrawing. I think that it would 
I do Dot think that much could be done up the cause, in the first instance, vi61ent cbatnges, " 
N i(ler in that way at iirst; t.hey would require whioh might be productive of injlU'j, but I think 
to have some considerable capi<1:al to start with, it would :e\~eut.ual4' settle down, and that llhere 
becausc if they ,end their produce to this country would be trade. 
they must wait for their returns. M'O. Lord Alfred ChU1·ohill.] ]; believe that 

5362. A subsidy was gl'uluted to ~1 r. Laird ?- your firm, itS far as possible, endeavours te en-
Yed. courage the na.tive merchants to ship produce 

5363. Hi, expedition was not satisfactory, was dineob to Eng}"""d 1-IvVe do. 
it..?-It was not sa.tisf~\Ctory, for several reasons. 5371. Is thUit a new fe!lltul1e in1the trade, 01' bas 
1I1r. McGregor Laird's whole heart was in the it been adopted for some time1- I th.ink it. is a 
work, bub it required an amount of capital which new feature in the way in which we conduct it. 
he WIIS not possessed of, nor if he had possessed Some of. the natives think, but r cannot ·tell 
it would be have beeu justified in putting it into whet,her they have any grounds for it, hat they 
a. risky enterprise, from which ot.hers, who had have been in the hauds of Europea,ns, ,vho have 
ta.ken no share in the risk, would Il'eceive the charged them excessive plices, and if they have 
heneJit afterwards; but MF. Laird might pos- sent produce to tlhis country they have not obtained 
sibly have overcome all difficulties, if he had a [air return; our own principle has been tb 1ell 
lived. them exacbly wl1at moderate commission we 

5364.' Do you knolV.Mr. Foste,', a merchant on c!)arg.e, and 'w!lateveF w'e pay they are clHwged 
tl.c ,Vest Coast of Afnca ?-I am not acguarnled W'lth It exaotly. . 
with him; I know the firm of Foster & Smith. 5372. Do you think U",t they are aradultlly 

5365. He ha& been 30 years engaged in that falling in with that metlhoc1 of trade ?-They aor.e 
trade )vithoutGoyernment assistance. ' <\Thy should most anxious to do so. The oUiLy b"'rier to its 
not your company be able to accomplish the same greater d~velopmentis the want of capital. They 
object in extentlin~ trade up the Nigell, without all WaJlt you to trust them witlh ::.so many hun­
the assistance of the Government ?-1 have my- dreds, or so many thousa.nds of pounds. V\T e say, 
seU· in like manner been engaged in trade with "-If we do so we must have a ,very la)'O'e pl'ofit 
Mrica for 30 years wit.hout Government assist- to oompensate fox the risk. You had better 
ance. The subsidy for the Nigel' rests on totally work a smaH tl'ade, and get prompt returns." 
different O'rounds, as before explariued. TEe moment the produce ~omes to hand we make 

5366. W"hy should the NiO'er Expedition be the.n a remittance, so IIhat they t urn it 0"'e1· as 
more ex.pensi,~e than others ?-In the oil rivers on often as possible in the course of the year. 
the sea coast, you can send sa.iling vessels of lru:ge

J 
5373. Chai1'1nan.] Is there auy other obsel'­

size, and you get your returns a.t once; in the vation which you ;would like to address to the 
Nigel', you carnnot &et up except at certain times, Committee ?-Nc, I think not. 
in consequence of tile rise and fall of the water, 

Captain JAMES CROFT, called in; and Examiu~d. 

5374. Chairman.] AilE you Oaptain of" ship? 
-Ca.ptain and supel'C<,\l'O'o. 

5375. You can giye ~le Committee SOlUe evi­
dence with regard to trade with certain parts of 
the ,Vest Coa.t of , Africa, cau you not?-Yes. 
I havo traded between Cape Palmas "nd the 
Ill'v.r Bonny for the la.t l7 years. 

5376. Have you been exporting from that part 
of the coast to Eugland 1-Yes. 

0.39, 

5377, As a merchant ?-As a trader; as an 
agent. 

5378. Eor what house 1-For lVLessrs. King, 
of Bristol. 

5379. Are you still engaged in that trade ?­
I have not been for the last t,vo years. I was 
going up the Niger, but that expedition 1S at n,n 
end. 

5380. What has been the nature of your trade; 
EE3 ~th 

Captain 
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both exports and imports 1 -We have taken 011t 5403. Have you ever had to apply to the 
~cott0n goods, rum, tobacco, a.nd so on; in fact, a "consul at Benin for .redress against any injustice? 
general assortment of goods. -No; I have never been in the Benin H.iver. 

538 1. And you bring back, what?- We bring 5404. In what way then, do you find that dis-
• back palm oil, ivory, and gold dust. putes between the British Govermnent and the 

5382. Has the trade beeu increasing much natives render your t<ade with a: British settl ... 
dm-ing those 17 years that you have been en- ment less thriving than your trade on other parts 
gaged in it ?-Considerably. pf the coast ?-I think it IS generally bronght on 

5383. Steadily increasing? - Yes, steadl! y in- -ItllJ:ough tl\e slave questions and poll -tax . 
. creasing every year, unless it is on the Gold §405. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] Whwt, place 
·Coast; I do not think that that trade has are you referring t.o particularly?-I am speak­
increased. ing of the B,itish settlements on the Gold Coast, 

5384. How do you aCcolilnt for its not increas- Cape Coast, ",nel Accra. 
ing so much on the Gold Coast as on other parts 5406. Chairman.] Can you give the Com­
of the coast between P",lmas aud Bonny ' -I mitte .. any insmnce in which trade has been in­
suppose there is a scarcity of gold. terrupted in that way?-There was the Crobo 

5385. I s gold dus t the only export tht you . war at Accra, which put a stop to the trade for a 
bring from the Gold Coas t ?-There is a little long time; in fact, the trade has beo11 diverted 
paJ.lll oil in some of the places; no great quamtity. now to other parts of the coast, and out of the 

5386. I s the supply of gold dus t dimiDislllng? jurisdiction of the British Government. 
-I shoul~ say it wa.. 5407.· Have there been any similar inte)"rup-

5387. I s th",t from the imperfection of the tions at Lagos? - There haa been a war going on 
trade, 01' fl'om , actua.l diminution of the sup- there for the 1ast three or: four years, and trade 
ply?-The diminution of the supply. has been very bad in consequence-it is very 

5388. , :Vh",t should you say is the best - pa~t of bad; in fact, ever since we took posses.10n of 
. the C0ast for trade between Palma.'! .. n<1 Bouuy; { Lagos the trade has been almost entirely stopped. 
from which do you export most ?-From the 5408. Mr. Chiehester Fortescue.] Are you aware 
Bights of Benin; that is to say, from Cape St. that the war had begun for some time befo<6 we 
Paul's down to Lagos. took possession of Lagos?-Y es ; there were 

5389. What is the point of export there be- petty squabbles among themselves, and in con­
tween Lagos ",nd COipe St. P",ul's; is there any sequence of t he ex-king Kosoko threatening to 
other besi"es Whydah 1-Yes, .. boost every 10 attack the place. 
miles all the way down. 5409. But aue you aware that there was the 

5390. ,Vhat is your pr ineipal port of export; same war between the Egbas and the Hadans? 
Whydah, or Popo, or where?-Whydah, Bada- -No, I was not aware of that. 
gry:, and L agos. 5410. Chairman.] Can you state to the Com-

5391. What other places of export are 1>here mittee the p"riod at whicll those disturbances be­
between Quitt.1h ",nd BadagTY, besides Whydah gan to impede the trade ",t Lagos ?-No. 
and POl'o ?-There are ports almost every 10 5411. Can you at all cOIDpa.re the time from 
miles. 1850 to l860,- when the English only hail a con-

5392. What is the nMure of your exports from sui there, with the time .iDce 1860, wlien they 
th",t part of the coast ?- F,,1m oil. have had .a governor the"e : were there as many 

53fl3 . I s your tFaile as thriving on the pa.rts of . disturb .. nces and impediments to traele under the 
the coast where the English have no 8ettJement consulate before 1860, as there have been since 

- as wheue they bave a settlement 1-1 always find 1860 under the Government ?-Previous to it 
it better. . becoming a.- colony, and only a protectorate, they 

5394. H ow do you account for th",t ?-The were kept continually in dread for fear of being 
_Government are generally in some difficulty with attacked by H Rosoko," but trade was most 

0/ the natives, thereby causing a stoppage of trade. decidedly brisker. 
5395. H ",ve you found any difficuLties with the 5412. Mr. Chicheste,. Fortescue.] Do 'you con-

natives during the 17 years of your experience, in neet the two facts together ?-I remember the 
the Bight of B enin, for instance?- The ouly time consul there distinctly . 
th .. t I was ever troubled was at Whydah. 5413. Do you mean to imply that the English 

5396. In bh",t case 1>0 whom did you resort for Government Iiave produced those wars ?-No, I 
l'edl'ess?-It was in consequence of my lending do not saytihat; but tihe Government haveintcl'­
my boa.ts to one of Her Majesty's ships to lanel 'fered, and I think -that that has been t.he means 
the Crew out of a slaver. of encouraging the natives to carry Oll then' wars 

5397. Then did they create a disturbance?- mnch louger than they otherwise would have 
Yes, they were arnnoyed at my having done so. done. 

5398. Did they refnse for a time to trade with 5414. Chairman.] Do you think that the 
you ?-They did not stop t he tracle; they mel'ely English Government have raised the duties on 
seized me when I was "bout to leave the place, - imports, .. nd that those dut.ies haye impeded 
and made me pay a fine. trade ?_I do not think that the duties have any 

5399. Who die! that; was it the officers of effect. on trade. 
Dahomey?-Yes, the officers of Dahomey; the 5415. Are the duties generally higher where 
governor, I suppose you would call him, of there are British settlements, than in parts 
Whyclah. . of! the coast where there ""e none ?-Yes; in 

5400. You thought it beMer to pay the fine, some rlaces there are none at all, where we trade 
and go on with the trade, did you ?~I wished to with the na.ti,ves themselves. 
leave the place, and they kept me there until I 5416. Whereabouts are >here none at all; 
did. what duties do you pay at Whydah, for instance? 

540L You paid the fine 1-1 paid the fine. -There we pay duties, and it depends upon the 
5402. And y ou went on wiolJh you. trade ?-I number of masts thl)ot " ship has, and amount of 

have been there since,. a.nd neYer was troubled. the impol'ts by an agreement with the AfInghn.r. 
5417. Can 
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5417. Can you compare tbe rate of duties Gold Coast altolrether, that the localiti es of trade 
that you h,,'e 'lo pay at IYhydah with those you would change ?~No, I think they would remain 
haye to pay on the Gold Const 01' Lagos?- What tbe same. 
you have to pay at Wbydalus very tl'lilmg. 5437. Do you think that the points of export 

,j41H. Are the duties at Whydah mucb lower fro'?the Gold Coast bave beeu fixed by the 
than those exacted 1n the llritish settlements?- pOSItion of the forts, or are you of opinion that 
l.s, YC ry much lower. they are the best ports of export for t.rade?-

5419. Have you any dealings with Elmina?- They are certainly the best. 
Yes. 5438. You do not thinlr that the forts havin" 

5420. I s there a difference be.t.ween the Dutch been placed there for the suppression of th~ 
dutie~ n.nd the ~Dglish duties ?-There are none slave trade has lea- to iDferio'r places for tl'ade 
in the Dutcb tcrritory; only an anchorage duty being adopted ?-No, certainly not on the Gold 
of 12 dollars for a voya'ge, and you may visit Coast; I think the dut il?s at Lag0s have clriven 
each settlement as often as you please. the trade away from there, in a measure to 

5421 AT e the dutles high at the English places adjacent where there are no duties, 'Go- . 
towns?- Very trifl1l1(f, except at Lao-os. doul'Y and Cultino. 

o~22 WllIch are "the 11I"hest, those at· the 5439. Now Cape St. Paul's is at the mOl1th of 
Gold Coast or those at L agos ?-c-La~, Cousi- _ the Yolta; is there much trade there ?-A good 
derably. . . - deal . 

5423. Have you any dealings with the French 5440. Yet there is no English fort there?-
settlement ill the HiveI' Assinee ?-I have traded' There wa.s an English fort thel'e, but there is not 
there mnny yea.rs. now. 

· 542-1. Are the duties high at A ssinee?- 5441. And trade goes on jncreasing just as 
There are none at all. '-' well without? - Yes, it goes on ra.pidly in-

5425. IIave you much dealings with the I vory creasing without. 
Co.-t between Assinee and Cape Palruas?-At 5442. Ml'. Chichester Fortescue.] Cape St. 
Cnpe Lahoo I have traded, on the Iyory Coast, Paul is within a few miles of an EnO'lish fort, is 
and mo,t of the places of trade. it not ?-It is withln 20 miles of Pra~-p ... m. 

5426. Importing lIianchester goods ?-Yes. 5443. It is a portion of t he British protecto-
5427. IIow far do you ·think that your trade is r",te ?-It is a portion of the Brit,ish protectomte. 

• protected by the forts of the Gold Coast, "'Dd by 5444. Clwi,·man.] Can you give the Com-
the set Uemeut at Lagos ?-With regard to my- mittee any statement of the increase in YO il'r 
self I nlways prefer trading where there is no trade during those 17 years?-""\iVhat I . have 
Briti~h settlement on the riYer. actually imported hasfLuctnated considerably. 

;5 .. 28. S1l pposing that tbe English witbdrew 5445. TaI<ing the t rade at the end of tbe 17 
altogether from t.he Gold Coast, should you think years as compared with the beginning of the 
that yo"r trade wit.b the Gold Coast would go 17 years, was it much gr.",tel'?-Trade in paJ.m 
on as well ?-J ust as well, but we should require oil steadily increasing. but quite altered, owing 
8um~ protection from the "cruisers." to a great many of the natives dealinO" direct 

542fl. Should you not be afraid of dis- with England. 0 

(uroances in the interior, and possibly an in- 5446. Iu what way has it quite altered ?-It 
"asion of the A shantees upon the Fantees, has very much increased; the trade is canied on 
br('nkiug up your trade ?-It might for a time, in a difFerent manner altogether. 
though I think that trade would be better after- 5447. In what way is it carried on in a differ-
ward::;. ent manner ?-Settlements are springing up, and # 

5430. 1'l"by do you think that trade would be more European traders. 
better afterwards tbn it is now P- They have 5448. H.ow hao that altered the mode of trade? 
~een quarrelling for many years, and very likely -Instead of trading with the nativ::es, we have 
If they came to a war they might settle i~, arnd often to trade with P ortuguese settlers in oil, 
so make nn end of it . no,,, .. the slave trade is nearly done for . 
. 54~ l. Can you state to the Committee th",t it 5449. 'Wh ere ?-At W hy"ah a,nd gadagry. 
"the opinion of Messr, . King, of Bristol, that 5450. Why do you say the POl'tuguese parti-
the trade on tbe Gold Coast \Yo'uld not be en- Ctu nrly at Whydah and Baa 19ry ?-They are the , 
(h\Ogcl'ed by the withdrawal of the British principal settlers ill t he Bi"ht of Benin. 
Go,·crnmeu t ?-I am not connected with them 5451. A re there more Portuguese merchants 
at tI le present time. than there a.re English, at Badagry, for instance? 

5432. But you were connected with them for - No, not now. 
[3I'ears?-Yes. 5452. Has the demand in Africa for !>-ooddi'om 

5433. I s it your own opinion simply that you England change,l in its nat.ure dming those 17 
state, or do you believe that .i t was the opinion years?-' Ve are always taking out something 
of :J-!es:oO.l's. K ing that they depended on the pro- new jn the same description of cotton goods, so 
tc<' tl(ln of'the British forts to carryon their trade that there is no great difference . 

• 011 the Gold Coast? - It is simply my own 5453. I s there more clothing in demand than 
Opln~O? I never depended upon the law as there used to bc ?-There certainly is at Lagos. 
admllllstered at the British forts, and.. I think a 5454. I s the demand for spirits increa-sing?-
('ruil-l('lr would be quite sufficient to protect trade .. It remains about the ::mme. 

543{. You tbi nk tha.t tbere \Volud be some 5455. JIlL:. Chichester Fortescue.] Do you ex-
pl'O~cction necessarry, such as the presence of a peet a large increase of trade a.t Lagos, Baclagl'Y, 
Crtll$(,l"?_ Yes. and Palma, in case t.he war in the nei8hbouring 

.0430 . lOU do not think that you cow,l do countries co,n be put an end to?-'Ycs thm'e 
'n.thnu~ any pl'otection at aU ?-No, I do not would be a, great increase at Lagos if the war 
th!uk It wonld do to Leave the coast entirely was put a.n end to; there has been no trade 
Without protection. goinO' on for some t.ime. . 

3436. Do you think if the Britisb left the 5456. Do you think that the new se~tlement 
0.:19. ' E E 4 at 
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",t Lng,os has yet had a fair trial; seeing that ever 
since its establishment, and even before its estab­
lishment, 1:111e ;neighbouring country haB been .in 
a sta,~e. 0f lWar ?..:..- Trade \VaS going on very 
·steadily when t'he.e was a consu.l there, with the 
exee:p>tion of ~f KOS0KO'S" threatened'invasions. "" 

there for ~7: ),ears; I suppose at one time 
nhe shve trade was in operation ?-I 'have seen 
several cargoes shipped there. 

5471. To what cause do you attrihute the 
decrease of'~he slave trade ?-To nhe vigilance of 
our maii$er,s, ana tlhroug,h ilhere only heing ODe 

opening now for them, name1y Cuba . 545ff . Whether you connect the £aot of this 
. n",tive wa.r with the faclt of tile Bri·msh estlllblish­
ment l>t Lagos Qwhich iJi am not aWOJre wlietber 
you are alble to do or not), would you say tha,t 
unta that llartive war 18 at a'U end, Lagos ean 
have a fair ohance for the £utu.re? - Oertainly 
not; up'til 'bhe ;war is at aon end, iihere wiN be 

. no trade done at Lagos; Mtllil1g to speok of. 
0458. You were asked just nQ'v about the 

Otlstoms duties. I suppose taxes al'e trle price 
paid for .a g0vernmenrt, and that be~ng toe case, 
d0 you conceive tha.t you get as good 'au artiicle 
jp return for YOUF ·ta-xes at Whyda;h, as you do a.t 
Qarpe Coast OJ)' Lagos, tin the s'h'ape of a ....,govern­
menL mainta,.ining law a.na order?- vv e have 
extJl.:a dumies art Lagos, bu;t pTeperhy, as iregar()ls 
theft, is qmite as safe, if not more so, at Whyaah; 
but I prefer , 0ur own government if justly 
caorried out. 

5459. Which wordd you -I're£e'-' Would you 
prefer to pay smoNer d't>ties with a native go­
vernment, or higher duties with a British one? 
~I have never been molested in any way in my 
trade by "my of the natiyes up and down the 
coast. I have .,lways found ~h"'t I cou·Jd trade 

\! W&th0Uot. any squa.bbl.ing; in fac·t, I found them 
much easier to de",1 with out of the British settle­
ments, t.pusting to their honour to pay without 
havi1ng -to make use of any law. 

5460. 1'hat is to say, sUl'ported by a British 
c011sul and a Brinish ma.n-@f~war ?·-1\1en-of-war 

.. come in there occasionally, but 1! have never had 
to apply for their assistanoe in any way, but they 
have a: good mopal effect. 

546l!. Those nati've chiefs were quite aware 
that you had the eonsul 'mol men-of-w",r to fa;H 
back upou, were they nat ?-At ,¥Vhydah they 

-r",ughed both at the onusul a,nd the Brit ish fleet. 
The 0011su1 was there some y ea.rs ago, and he 
threa.tened to blow the pla~e @0wl1,anddidnothing; 
ever :::ince tbat1hey have a very 111001' opill'i011 of 
the British power, but I still consider our fleet a 
¥ery greU-1t pFotectien; out it has a 'bad effect to 
threaten \'iI;ithout intenaing or having 1ihe power 
to carry in out. 

5462. 06 the English po\ver?-Yes. 
45'163. Do you fiud t ham it is as easy "nd safe 

;to carryon business ",t Whyd",h as i·t would be at 
:Sierra Leone?-] do not know Sierra Leone; 

. but] ha"e !l,)ways felt perfectly safe ",t ~Vhydah, 
thou::;h they are rather despotic' there and you 
.aIle Obliged to conform to their rules. 

:')464. What numDer of Engl-ish merchants are 
.here at Whydah ?-There were none at all 
when I was there. Nh. Tobin has established 
a. factory there since. 

5465. 'l'Yere you the only one there at tho,t 
time ?-It is quite a common place of trade for a.lll 
Bristlo l tl!a.ders1 :Dwtc:h J French, and Americans. 

5466. Mr. Forster.] Had you afMtol'y tl).el'e? 
-No; I trad'ed witih uatives and Portuguese. . 

6467. At tih",. time were the Portuguese 
theFe ?- Yes. 

5468. Aud are they there .tiU?-Yes, they 
are stia there. 

5469. °Whyd~h used to be the "'reat port for 
the slave trade ?- Yes, within the last few yeo.rs. 

5470. I think that you said you had t~ade 

54!12. Do you remember t'he slave trade at 
Lagos at ",It ?-No; I do not. 

5413. II",,,e you . seen it in operation in any 
other pal't of the coast except vVhydah ?-'I'hl've 
seen i,t at Portp .o.., Novo and Aaua; they are 
within 20 miles of each side of Whydah. . 

5474. Did JOu catry on tmde at all with lhe 
Portugues.e settIemen~ of Lo",nda, 01) the Congo? 
-No; J have not been so far south. 

5475. Wh"t description of goods diiI YOll find 
commanded the best sale ?--At different parts ef 
the coast they require a different class of goods, 
and depends upou wh",t is in demand. " 

54~·6. Take Lagos, for example? - 'Dhey 
I'rincipaJIly tu.ke there what they c",11 "'Man­
ehester Domestics," in the shape of Q;otton goods, 
phin grey. . 

5471. Wlhl>t do they take at Whydah ?-At 
Whydah they also twke ro Ia,rge quantity of those 

·~ goods, rUIn, a.na roll tobacco. 
5478. Have you found that t:he proportion 

which ;those goods: bore to aL'ms and spirits'in.:­
creased or decreased ?-=On some occa~oIls, l ' 
could not sell a ]liece of cotton goods, they wouhl 
h.'we nothing but Toum; that was just as the 
supply h"'pyene<l to be. 

5479 .. Have you fomid any difference with 
regard to the demand· for those goods in prefer­
ence to sl~irits, as compared with the demand 
among the Pertllguese at Whydah ?-No . 

0480. Wh",t sort of return cargoes did you 
generally get ?-,-Pa1m oil, and sometimes sp~~ie. 

5481. Specie from Lagos ?-No, frolnWhy-
<Jah ",nd Gold Q;oast principo;lly. . 

5482. The Fortuguese D'uruished tlie specie, I 
Slip pose ?-Yes. 

5483. Did you trade with Liberia at all ?- No, 
I only just called occasionally at Ca{'c Pa.lmas; 
I neYer did auy lar.ge trade there; in fact, it ~s 

. only a small settlemeut. 
548~. You h",rdiy feel that you have sufficient 

experience to say lio\v f",r Liberia has conduced 
to the de¥elopment of trade? ~ r should sity 
that ;,t had improved considerably sinee they have 
been there. 

0485. 'Did you hear any complaint off th~ 
coast o£Libel~ia, eF t11'e Governnient havincr. closed 
·several 0f llhe ports in :their possessions ?.........,Iio, not 
wheu I was on the coast; that has ta.ken place 
~ince. ' 

5486. How long is it since you left the coast? 
-Two years ago. ' 

5487. blr lJrancis Ba,ing.] When wel'e y<lu 
fin ed ",t Why<lah ?- It is five years ago, nO\Y. I 
compla.ined to ·the commanding officer at the time. 

0488. 1\,t that time do you !'emember, in 1860, • 
directions Welte -sent from the li'oreign Office to 
the Aclmil'alty, tihat the King of Dahomey should 
be 1I;0ld that if in anotber ye"r he marc.hed hi. 
!>rmy arroinst Abbeokuta, he should himself be 
at6acke,f at wh,.tever point his territory might ap­
pear most vulnerable; wa-s he attac'keci, however? 
-No, ce,·tainly not. 

5489. Tbey sent two envoys, who danced 
befo,'o him; d,d they not ?-I believe Com­
modore '\'\Tiltl1ot and the copta.in of the "Brisk" 
were the envoys. 

5490. But 
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5490. But instead of attacking the K ing of 
Dah0.mey, they ~ent him two envoys; did they 
not ?-Yes. 

fi49 1. Perhaps it is not surprising that he was 
not ycry much alarmed at the .-threats of England 
after th'at ?-I think that he feels perfectly safe 
where he is. 

5492. Now, with .rega.rd to Lagos, you have 
been there scycral tilDes you say, and you ha;ve 
conducted business at LagoThith cargoes ?-Yes. 

54H3, Did YOll ever hear a compla.int at L ngos 
, of life beinu un~afe there before this last occupa 

tion, anfl "~lell j t was u nder King Docemo ?- I 
neve-r hcnrd any of the British complain. 

5494. I suppose you were in communication a 
good deal with the British traclers ?-Yes, always. 

5.J.,lj5 . And you never he",rcl that. 9Qfll]'iJlUnp1=­
NC\'cr; with the exception ofKosoko'Sfl'ig . teniug 
them occasionall Y1 and which was half imaginary. 

5496. 11r. Buxton.] I understood you to say, 
that if our proteotorate was withdrawn from the 
Gold Coast, before long, trade wonld flourish as 
much as it does now?-I do not think it would 
make the slightest difference. 

5497. You have been in the habit of importing 
goods to ,Vhydah, have you not?-Yes. 

5,198. And for a large portion of those goods 
you have been paid in specie ?-No; the la.rgest 
P01'6011 was always paid for in palm oil. 

5-199. But a portion iu specie ?-That would 
be entirely for sW'plus cargo, 01' sometbing of that 
kind. 

5500. Is there any Jarge expOl·t of palm oil 
from ,Vhydah?- Very large, indeed. 

5501. ,Vhat;" the amount, do you romember? 
-Not off hand; but it has wonderfully increased 
in the last 10 years, since t he slave trade bas 
hcen ncady put a stop to. 

5502. Were you fined by your brother troders 
at ,Vhy(lah, for assisting one of Her lIiajesty's 
yc.scis to take part in the suppression of the 
slave tradc ?-I was fined by the nn.t.ives. 

5503. By t he King of Dahonaey?-Yes, by 
hi, orders I suppose; in fact, they hl>ndled me 
rather l·oughly. 

550 ... Did you import goods from Whydah to 
England ?-Yes, palm oil . 

650.5. Have you had any trade of late years 
at Lagos ?-About two yea.rs aao. I was there 
when Governor Freeman was ~bo\lt puttinff on 
the cl ut,ies. 0 

5506. You commenced trade 19 years ago with 
that part of the coast?-Yes. 

5507 .. Nineteen years a~(f you were engaged in 
tmde wlth l Yhydah ?-No, I WaS in Bonny at 
that time; it is within t.he last 13 years that I 
haye been engaged in that Whydah trade. 

5508. At t hat time there was a considerable 
trade ill slaves from that l)art of the coast, was 
there not?-, Vhen I first went out to that part 
of the coast, in 185] , there was a good deal of 
siaye trade going on . 

. 5509. T he ~Iaye trade of late years has been 
p~·tnClpall:' carried on at ' Vhydah, has it not?­
I es, and about there. 

5510. Mr. Cheetham.] In canoyin.,. on YOut 
trade at Bonny, YOll had not the p~'otectiou of 
the English Government ?-No m,ore tha.u oc­
ea.sionu11y a man-of-\val' conunrr into the river' 
~\.\t it is so many years ago tIlat I know v6ry 
Ittlle about it. 
. 5511. At that time it 'was under the jurisclic­
ti~n of a natiye chief, was it not ?-It was nucleI' 
Kmg Pcpel. 

5512. H ad you any difficulty in carrying on 
0.39. 

your trade 1-, Ve hacl a difficulty in being paid 
'sometimes. 

5513. Generally, you think t h",t t he protection 
of a British station is not essential to qa,rrying on 
commerce ?- Not on the Gold Coast ; at Lagos 
I would not remoye the Goyernment; I do not 
th ink it would be safe; and the present Governor 
(Glo\-er) thoroughly understands the politics of 
the native tribes1 and eyel-ything depends upon 

·that, and the intm'est he takes in it. 
. 55 14. , Vith regard to the COUrse wh ich the 

slave trade would take, assuming we withdrew 
our squadron, whart is your opin ion upon that 
subject ?-I think that the slave Lvade is pretty 
nearly nt an end. ~ 

5515. Did you e"er see any of the native 
mnnufactures of the country? - Yes, I ha.,e 
brought several SpcGl1D(}ns home. 

5516. 'Were those p,'eferred by the natives 
over the British goods wh ich you imported?­
They were preferred by the chiefs. 

5517. There was no export of the na,tiye manu­
factures ?-Yes, there was ' a. large export from 
L agos a,nd Wh~'dah to the Brazils. 

5518. 111 ... Seymou,"] Of cotton l11anufactme? 
-Yes, their own manufacture. 

5519. Mr. Cheetham.] The cotton which the 
natives mauufactm:e goes to their own country­
meu in the Brazils ?-Yes, to their own 'count.ry­
men . 

5520. H ave you come much in contact witJl 
tho natives of that conntry?- Every day of my 
life. . 

5521. W hat is your opinion of them with 
regard to their capaci tly for carrying ou. trade 
and commerce ?-There is no Dlistake about their 

,,- capaoity; t hey are shrewd and sharp men to do 
business with; plenty of lo;\v Qunnil1O", 

5522. And if educated by the ai8 of the mis­
sionaries ?-They are exceedingly sharp then. 

5523. Y all do not at all concur with some 
recent opinions which dese-mbe the pure negro as 

" not being capable of mental improyement-?­
With regard to comm.erce they are quite our 
match, but I hayc no great opinion of their intel~ 
lectual powers, and their ideas-ns rega.rds honesty, 
keeping treaties, &0. are yery loose, and not to 
be relied UPOl). 

5524. Do the manufactures which are imported 
to Whydah go up to the inte1~or of the country? 
- Yes, they go riaht through the country. 

5525. Are roads needed for the opening out 
of that district 1-I t would be a great improve­
ment; at present we have to walk for days 
through swamps. 

5526. Lord _Alfred Chu,·chill.] Where did 
you principally convey your palm oil cargoes to? 
-To England, 

5527. Previous -to the war with America, was 
there not a large demand f rom America?-Yes, 
there was a large trad e springing up. 

5528. For palm oil ?-Yes . 
5529. Did you ever take cargoes to America? 

-Nevel'. 
5530. Is there much American demand for 

palm oil ?-It hn~ fallen off eon~iderably, owing 
to the heavy duties in America. Spirits and 
tobncco arc the principal things winch the 
Americans briu()" there, and for that, S()IDe years 
."0 they took b~,ck specie, now they take palm 
oil. 

553 1. I suppose petroleum is competing in 
America with palm oil to some extent?-I 
believe so, and also here in England. 

5532. Mr. Baxter.] Wheu you say that the 
F F ah,e 

Captain 
J . Grift. -- -
.8 May 
1865. 



Cnpt.ain 
J. Crofl. 

,8 Mo. 
'SUS: 

226 MINUTES OF EYIDENCE TAKEN DEFORE THE 

slave trade is nearly nt au eud, you look forward 
to t1,e cessation of ihe demand for st."'es in Cllba 
in a short time, do you not ?- Yes. 

5533. Mr. Se~mou,.. l Which do yon t.llink is 
the best part of the W est Coast of Aii'ie", for 

~ trade?-I should say Bonny, without any hesi­
tation, a.s regm-ds exports in palm oil, but I think 
the River Niger would be the best opening to 
develope tJIC resources of the interior. 

5534. D o yon think that we cOllld eyer have a' 
large trade \yith Dahomey?-I think it will in­
crease as soon as the slave trade is eut,irely a.t an 
end. 

5535. Do any caravans COllle to Whydah 
from the interior of Africa ?-No, none. 

5536. Do you think that t he manufactures ex­
potted to ,Vhydah, penctra.te far in to the in ­
terior 1-1 think they go l'ight through the 
coun try . 

5537. Up to Timbuctoo, on to the eastward, do 
you meRll ?-I have no means of judging of that. 

5538. Are there any Moors at Whydah?­
No; I never heard of .. nv. 

5539. I s there any communication with Tim­
buctoo fWID Whydah 1-1 believe there is, occa­
sionally a passenger wbo comes through. . 

5540. But not a .regular communication by 
caravans ?-Not a l'egular corumwllcat.ion by 
caraYallS, 

5541. Can you get any amount of palm oil at 
W hydah ?-I suppose the exports there amount 
to about 3,000 tons a year. 

5542. Is there any cotton ?- Very li ttle; they 
are cormnellcing to grow it. 

5543. I s t,here any export of slaves there, 
now?-I have not heard of a vessel leaving 
tI,ere lately, but they are always open for that 
trade. 

5544. Are slaves brought down for that pur­
pose, or do they export domestic slaves 1-They 
are generally brought down for the purpose. 

5545. Are there any brought down and kept 
in readiness up to the present time, 60 fn,r as you 
know?-I cannot slty; when I was there last, 
:there were. 

5546. They were kept in readiness?-Y es; 
they used t.o reserve them there until an oppor .... 
tunity for shipping them a,rrived. 

5547. You were compla,iuina of the heavy 
duties which were laid on at LaO'os; do you 
think under any circumst.'tDces, it the British es­
tnblishment were well conducted, you \, ould g-et 
a compensating return for tbose duties ?-l do 
not see t he benefit that they get for the amomat 
of duties leyied. 

5548. I s there no possible benefit ?-They do 
get a cel'tn.m benefit" beC2~tllSe t.hey have the pro­
tection of the <;i-ovel'nment, a.ud they are making 
roads and sflUlt"al'Y ~rrangelUellts, and at Lagos 
you can make your debtors pay. 

5549. You think t.hat roads would be an ad­
vantage in those pa,l'ts of Africa with which you 
are acquainted ?-There is no doubt of it. In 
carry.ing the palm oil down t.he coast a. great 
portion of it is lost in conscq ncnce of the bad 
roads. 

5550. Are you of opinion that you would 
obtain the palm oil cheaper if til ere were good 
roads ?-It entil'ely depends au the demaud for 
goods. 

555 1. At nil events you would have a more 
certain supply and" larger supply 1-It \\'o\,ld be 
a great assistance to the 'na.tives. 

5552. Do you think tlmt the natives are be­
coming more aud more inclined to cultivate the 

country and becoming industrious ?-Those men 
who re'turn from the Hrazils are, generally speak­
ing, the best men they have in the country. Those 
men who have worked out their freedom in the 
B.azils and who retum to Africa are the best 
members of society tbat they have. 

5553. MI'. Chichester Fortesclle.] How do you 
find thf Sierra Leone people ?-I am not partial 
to them. 

5554. Mr. Seymour.] YOll do like the Brazil 
men; they are au industrious hard-working set of 
mell, who ha.ve been improved by their stay in the 
Brazils?-Yes, they have learnt some trade up 
there; carpentry or shoemaking, and cultiva.te 
the ground. 

5555. ,'\Then they come back (,hey are willing 
to work ?-Yes ; toe African, generally spepg, 
is not fond of work. 

5556. YOll would think, I sllppose, that if it 
was possible to frame proper regulations, it would 
be rather an advanta~e to let them go out to the 
Brazils under some l<iud of apprent,iceship, and 
afterwards to return to their country?-Tilat 
would be the easiest way of civilizing them; get 
them to emigrate. -

555i . And that would be rather a benefit to 
t he people, would it not ?·- Yes; I have seen a 
good many car~oes of ~laves shipped, a.nd I have 
seen them aU Jooking perfectly delighted to be 
shipped off. 

5558. Bllt there are very gre"t horro,'s in the 
traffic in the middle passage ?-There is no donbt 
abont it. 

5559. Mr. Cheetham.] The Committee are not 
to infer that t hose Africans who go to the Brazil. 
go noS a.pprentices, nre we ?-They have got to 
work out theil.' freetlom. 

5560. They go as slaves ?-Yes, as slaves. 
556 1. Slavery e.\.;sts in the Brazils at this 

moment, does it not ?-There have been none 
imported of late years, but I believe it does. 

5562. Mr. Seymour.] In the Brazils they make 
lotteries to buy each other's freedom ?-Yes, I 
lutve he",rd they do. 

5563. Tho.ewho return ha"e more want~ than 
the natives ?-Y es, they dreEis like Europeans, 
and have the snme wnnts. 

5564. And to satisfy those Enropean wants, 
they are wi Uing to be industrious?-They are 
will'iug to be industrious. 

5565. Sir Fra"cis Bm·i"g.] You have stated 
that you would not recommetJd the removal of 
the J3,.itiah settlemen t from Lagos ?-I think it 
would not be safe so long as the British residents 
are there. 

5566. But would you have l'ecolDlllanded tak­
inO' possession of Lngos ?-1 would not 

5567 . Who wou ld you be afraid of?-l shonld 
be afraid of the Abbeokutans and the surround­
ing tribes; they have got such a dislike to the 
British Government. 

5568. :Mr. Se!!lIIo",·.] Have yon ever been to 
Abbeokula1-Yes, I have been to Abbeokuta. 

5569. To what do you ath'ibnte the dislike on 
the part of the Abbeokutans to the British Go­
verument?-ln consequence of the slaves running 

~ nwny n.nd claiming BTitish pl'otection, and the 
assistance we have given to odlcr tribes lately 
at wm' with them. 

5570. Do you think that (here is a greater 
dislike on t,he part of t.he Abbeokutnus to the 
British Goyerument tbn" there is on the part of 
the Ibadans?-The Ibadans n.re friendly towaros 
the Brit,ish Goyernment. 

5571. Bnt their sln"es nUl away equally, do 
they 
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they not?-It is furth er in the interior , hut they 
do fun ~way, there is no do·ubt, occasionally. 

5572, 11r. B uxfon. l You have seen maony car­
goes of slaves shippeJ, you say? - Yes. 

55n And yon think they like going 7-They 
appeal' to be qui te pleased. 

55i4. Since you regard it as a hum ane trade, 
it is no indelicacy to ask you whether you have 

been engaged in it ?-Certainly not, and I have 
always rendered our squadron every assistance 
by informati on 01' otherwise, and considered it the 
greatest curse of humanity. I only mentioned 
what I had actua.lly seen; t he Rev. Dr. C"ow­
ther was my gnest on bis last yisit to Engla.~d, 
a.ud I am sorry y on have asked me such a ques­
bOD. 

Dr. L IVI NGSTONE, called in ; and Examined. 
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5575. Chai1'1nan.l You hayc seen a great deal 5590. You attribute that to {,he existence of Dr. 
of ynrious parts of Africa iu C:X1JI01·jOg expecl i- the sla,re trade?-Yes; to 1lhe existence of the Liv-ingstonc . 
!ions, as we aU know?-Yes, I have travelled a slave trade. 
gooa deal throughout Africa. 5:;91. D oes t.hat remark apply to the coast 

5576 . In vardous par ts ?-Yes, in va.rious parts, further north as far as the Congo?-Yes. 
both east and west, and in the =trc- of t.l,e 5592. H ow far nortb wonld you say that the 
country. slave trade still suppressed the legitimate trade? 

5577. Are you now a.bout to, return Oll a fur- -I think tha.t it has influence in stopping law­
thor e.xploring expedition ?-Yes, I hope to be ful com.merce. lfP to Liberia. 
ready next mont!J. 5593. Do YOll believe that t.here is any slave 

557 8. On the part of the British Government 7 trade nOI·th of the Congo 7,-N 0; but there is in 
-Partly for the British Government, and partly the Congo. 
on ncco~mt of the Geographical Sooiety. 5594. D o you suppose that t.here is slave trade 

5579. Hn,'e you, from YOUl' knowledge of at '''hyelah 7-1 do not know Wbydah. 
variQus parts of Africa, formed any opinion with 559:5. vVhat is your ~enel'al belief as to where 
r egard to the Britisl , establishment on the WeRt the slave t rade still e'(lsts on t he ,'17 est Coast of 
COIMt ,-Yes, I have. Africa7-The part that I know where it exists 

5,j80. What is your general opinion of the sys- is in the neighbourhoocl of Angola; it bas been 
tem of the British settlernents.. on the ' Vest Coast so much suppressed in that country, that it is 
of' ~\'fl'ica ?-Ithink tha.t the system 'which the quite a risk for auyboc1y to engage in it, and 
British Goyel'nment has followed on the \Vest those 'who do engage in it join in common; if any 
COIl~l of Africa has been very beneficial both to man engaged in it Mone he woulet be ruined. 
Aftie!l and to England. 5596. IIaY~Dg said t.hat there is a difference 

5581. In what sense bas it been beneficial ?- between t.he Portuguese Governments on the two 
Iu til€' way of promotjn~ lawful trade. coasts, do you believe that the Portugl1eseGovern-

5582. You think it has not only tended to ment on the East COMt wish to alter tlleir system, 
suppress tile slave bade, but 'bhat It has opened a.ud to ma.ke ':it more like the system they main-
1.,,,/'111 bade ?-It bas open ed lawful t rade. tain on the West Coast 1-Viscount --- wrote 

5,;83 . Do you think that lawful t.rade would ont the programme of a company which 'YaS 

not h:l\'e opened itself without the assistance of . virtually to est.1.blish the same system on t.he 
the British 1-No; the slave trade seems com- E ast Coast as there is established on the ,Vest 
pletel) to stop all lawful trade; we haye seen Coast, that was to he done by English capitalists. 
thnt 11I'etty fully proved on the East Coast at the The company WM hound to build schools and 
pre~cnt day. churches, to make roads and bridges, and to 

5584. On the East Coast the slave trade still develope the resources of t he country generally ; 
6tO\)$ lC'gi timate commerce? - The slave trade this was to be done by English capitalists, 
sti l ,tups legitimate commerce, and the Govern- and the whole to be delivered hack to the 
ment that claims' possession there has to payout Portuguese GoveTnment at the end of 20 years. 
a large Slim annually, and no one ever makes a 5597 .. AJI th,l>t improved system was to have 
furtune and goes home to spend it in Portugal. been. undertaken by private entro'prise ?-By all 

55RJ. Arc you acqnainted with t.he POl·tu- English company. 
guese Goycrnment on th.e West Coast ?-I spent 5598 . Without anyassistnnce on t.he pa.rt of 
ahout eight months in Angola; four of those the English Government or -:,.ne Portuguese 
mouths were in L oanc1a. Goverllmcnt ?-There was to be no assistance by 

5586. Are the Porbuguese Goyernments on the tJ1C Portuguese Government except handing over 
West Coast similar to those on the Eas. 7-They the whole of the country to this company. 
are better on t he ,Yest than they are on the East. 5599. That implies an opinion by the POl·tu-

5587 . In what way 1-They seem to be more guese on the East Coast that such a system coulc1 
~nlightenecl . The settlement on the 'West Coast he better carried out by private enterprise t han 
IS not so much of a penal settlement as it is on hya Go>;el'nmenhmdertalcing7-By this company. 
the East Const. 5600. Do you generaUy belie"e th",t it conld be 

5588. In wl",t sense do yon mea,u l-They carried out better by privata enterprise than by a 
s{'ud out convicts for the East Coast; there are Goyernment undertaki.nO"" ?-I do not think that 
not so many who lt0 to the ," est; they elo send tbe system conld be cal'l~ed out at all by :t priYate 
them to the ",\T est voast, but Dot so mnch as to company. 
the East Coast. 5601. I unc1erstooc1 you to say' that it ,vas to be 

6589. Does the slave trade about Loanda and undertaken by a pri-vate English company?-Yes, 
Angola still keep down legitimat.e trade ?-It but I refen-ed to the opinion of the Portuguese 
does; A ngohl" is a very fine country, is very well Government; it was not my ?wn opinion. 
ndaptc~l for the growth of cotton, and paJrh oil 5602. You do not agl'ee With the Portuguese 
grows ~n one part of it also . But so far as I can Goyernment in that or!n.ion ?_.1'T o. 
asc~rtalT\, the legilimate trade seems to remain 5603. You do not tlunk that a private company 
stahonary. could undertake such work ?-I think not. 

0.39 . F F 2 5604. Do 
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5604. Do you ~1\ink, stlpposing the sl:""e 1>.ade 
to cease from the cessa~ion of tbe Spl>lllsli demana 
for slfilves at Cuba, that commerce wotl1ld main­
tain Itself and go On increas\o~ on the 'IV est 
(;)oast of Africa ?-I think it WOUld. 

5605. Witbe",t tlhe assistanee ef the Bl'itish 
Governmept ?-] think thrut slllile1'vision -is ne­
cessary. 
- 5606. ·What sort of supervision is necessary 
for the proteotion ef commerce, in yourI' opini.on ? 
-Supervision is necessa.ry, I 1Jil ink; it is stili 
neCeSSR'l'Y for us tel harve a settl'lemen..t on rtJlle coa.st, 
an,l to have the aid of HCI' Majesty's cruisers in 
case of need. 

5607. I p.esume that the slave trade baving 
cea.sed, you would not propose to retain so large 
a s"luadran on the coast ?·-No. 

5608. \/lCo"I,1 )'0'" pl'Op05e that ,we should' keep 
as m",ny settlements on shore, merely for t.he 
protection of commerce ?...,-Y es; I think -the set­
tlements are of very great importance in the 
plan of impreving that count.ry. 

5609. D" you think, the slave trade iha'~ng 
ceased flillfo~ether, that C0mmel'cel >\votl·ld be more 
likely to thrive under such OJ @overnment as 
throt 6f Lagos, than it would if we had olllyput 
a consul there, and allbwed the Native Govern­
ment to remain ?-l think tbat an English 
G'overnment would be by far the best. 

5610, Why should yeu think thrut English 
Government weul(] be by far tbe best ?-Be­
cause we find Eng1'ishmcn have always a sellse 
of justice, and do their duty better on tbe 
whole. . 

661~. Do you see no risk of au Bngl!ish Govern­
ment getting into COllstD.lnt colEsioll wit.h the 
nati ve powers, and "yj th the native customs?-I 
do not think it is nccesi!ary; if an establishment 
is made fairly with the natives, they usually 
respect the agreement they ha.ve come to. 

5612. Do you not think among '" great many 
pebty tribes, that the IJl'csence of tbe Englisb 
lea.ds them to speculaJte on the a.ssistance of't.he 
En~lish against other powers, and that it tends 
to keep up quarrels between them ?-It does 
lead them to specula.te on that. 

5613. So far as the Fresence of the English 
goes, does ~i not tend ratlher to ag~ra-va1te dis­
putes of the native powers among each other ?­
I do llOt think it tends to foster that st"te of 
things llmong tthe natives; they alwn-ys look 
towards the 'English as a superior power to 
which they can appeal. 

5614. But if there were two native tl'ibes 
jealous of each other, a.nd each sl~eculating on 
the assistance of the ED:glish, does not that rather 
tend to lead to quarrels ?-I think that if it were 
distinctly understood that tbe English woulel not 
interfere in purely native quarrels, it would not 
be so. 

5615. Do you tbink it possible that an Englisb 
Government should be establisbeel in the neigb­
bom'hood of 20 or 30 different tribes, and not 
interfere in their quarrels ?-I think so . The 
missiona.ries "Iv-hom I have kno·wn gencra.lly mwke 
it clearly understood that they wiill not interfere 
in any of tbe native qu,"rrels, and that tbey will 
not interfere in the protection of the country; 
tbey are looked upon aB part of the superior 
power, and they are not a.ppealed to. -

5616. In ~he case of Lagos and Abbeokuta, 
have 1he missionarieB practi:cally kept out of the 
native qual'l'els? - I am not acquaintGd with 
L agoB. 

5617. What is your opinion generally of the 
charaoter aud influence of t.he missionaries in 
Africa ?-I entertain a yery high opinion of them. 

5618. Do you allude to any particular part of 
Africa?-iI know thcm better in the interior of 
the south, and in Sierra Leone. 

5619 . Taking Sierra Leone, what should you 
say has been the influence of the missionaries 
there ?-L think that it bas been very beneficial, 
both to the nat.ives and to tbe English. _ 

5620. Wb"t has it done for t,be natives in the 
Dust place ?h-.-;The ~ missionaries Ailways promote 
trade. Some of them tbinl~ they ought not ,to 
atteIl'lIpt ~be ci,lllisation of t,be people, and _others 
think that they: ought; but wherever I have seen 
a mission established, tha.t missioJl promotes civi­
lisllit ion a,ud commerce, whether the missionary 
pr.ofesses to be anxious to prom0te civilis!J,t~on) or 
not. 

5621. :i\lh. BaJZter.] You mea,n promoting oivi-
11sartlion, by teaching industrial employment?­
Yes. . 

5622 . Chairman.} The Committee baye beard 
of two systems of mi£sienary WODI<, in Alf'rica; 
one w hieh adopts. educartion and preaching as its 
mea-ns of action> and one 'which seems to ha.ve 
lreen carried on to a great extent on t-he Qold 
Coast by the Swiss missionaries l and into which 
~rieulllure aU<il inaustrial tl'ainiT;lg largely enter. 
'Lo ""bich system do you ebfielly all"de ?-One body 
of missionaries ad,;ocartesindustFia.1 pursuitseh:iefiy, 
but tbey nevel: confine themselves to tbose, :rhe 
other profesBes to be anxious only to preach tbe 
Gospel, but their influence is directed ,also 10 
promote the ciyili'l\tion of the people. 

5623, Even thougb it is not connected with 
alny indtTStrial pursuits ?-Even though it is not 
connected with any industrial pursuit.s. One 
way in which they do that is by their example; 
they show an example of industry, and in that 
wruy promote ciVilisation without professing to be 
industrial missionarie:::. - , 

5624. Do Y0U belieye that the missiona):'ies 
have e\"(~l: suoh a ceU1mand of' the locnlla..nguages 
as to be able to preach intelligibly to the natives? 
- I know many who speak the language tl-ho­
relllghLy; far bettell than any natjxes who .have 
been bo.n in the mission. M" Moffatt-bas been 
out there for 50 years, and he knows it the­
l'oughly ~ he has tmnslated roll the Bible into their 
la,nguage; [be knows it better thau any native 
born on the startion. 

M25. Mr. Chichester Fortescue. ] ·Which of the 
nati",e bngul>gos are you alluding to?- 'tbe 
Siclluann. 

5626. Chairman.] The Conunittee bave beard 
O"reat doubts expressed with l'egarcl to the influence 
~f the missionaries in Sierra Leone upon the 
llRiti ve chMfacter, anel we have had evidence 1hn..t 
the na!)iY0S c(l:hu,cated in the mission schoGls ate 
generally disliked; can you account for !bat pre­
judice on that opinion ill any wa-y?-It is very 
Gommon to bear aspe'rsions cast on the character 
of the missionaries; but I account for it in this 
way: tbe lives of tbese men generalLy are a 
puotest ng.>nst the evil cenduot of many of .the 
men who go out to trade there; I do not wish t<> 
say thnt there are not geod men among the 
traders, bnt a very large proportion of tbem are 
'Worbhless, n.nd the lives of those missionaries are 
a sort of standi,ng pr0test against the mora.l con .. 
,hlot of the t .. ders. Mr. Moffatt bas been labom'­
jug with great success in one tl'.ibe for 43 yeats, 
anol he is exceedingly annoyed by several of tbe 

trader. 
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traders who have settl ed on the spot, anel who 
hayc a.ttempted to nullify aU his teaching, C01'­

l"ulltiucr the natives by t.heir conduct. 
5627. Is the ch~l'acter of the miss'ional'ies 

themselves high and unexceptionable? - You 
finel :t few amODO" them who are not men of erreat 
ability; SOlUe of' them have been guilty of tim­
proper conduct; but take them as a whole, I 
twnk thcy deserve a very high character. 

5G28. Should you say th.,t their cbaraGter is 
improving, a.ud that the class of mell sent out as 
missionaries is higher than it used to be?.-When 
the missionaries were sent 0ut 50 years ago it 
was belicyed by many mell that! any sort of man 
who couldrcad his Bible, and make a wheelbar­
row, was sufficient; but i t wns found nha,t tha.t 
was a mistake, and better edllca,ted~en are..no..w 
chosen ; ~lnd Lite more care is t..'tken in-rtheir'·selec­
tiOD, the more satisfactory are the results. 

5629. Do tbe missionaries at Sierra- Leone 
exe\'cise muoh influence on the Govel'nmcnt of 
Sierra Leone, or il1terfere with the Government 
proceedings ?-I am not aware of that; when I 
was there, I lived in the house of the governor, 
Colonel Hill, and be was on very frien(lly terms 
wilh the Bishop of the station, and all I camc in 
contact with seemed to be on very friendly terms 
with the f.To~·ernor. 

5630. Shou ld you say that in all parts of 
Airica, of which you have a.ny experience, the 
mi~siuns co-operate with the Governments ?-In 
South Afl·iea they were supposed not to co­
operate with the Government on t he subjeot of 
tho slave trade; t.hey co-operated with the 
GO\ ernmcnt at Home, but not with many of the 
men in 1)owe1' ou t there. 

5631. Do you mean t he Government of the 
Cnpe ?-N'ot t,he G01'c1'llment, but the influential 
mon out in the C"pe Colony; a g reat many of 
them were slaveholders, <1Iud rt.bey diel not agree 
with the missionaries in their idea that the men 
ought to be emancipated. 

5632. Do you think t hat the Britisll Govern­
ment ha,'ve cle.:1lt with the nn,tive oustoms, such 
as domestic slavery, in the wisest <'Nay, or have 
you any suggestion to make with Te~ard to any 
other mode in which they mig ht deal with slLch 
a ouslom as that ?-In tJ,e parls thn,t I have been 
most fam ili ar with dom estic slavery is a very 
mild institution; if one tribe goes against 
another, and ca.pt ives are made, vhe men are 
brought home, a.nd they ~tre sometimes sold to 
each other; thc men who hayc gone out on a 
foray sell some of the captiyes they ha'lc brought 
horrl.e, and tha,t looks exactly like slayery a.ud the 
slave trade; but the condition of those men 
sho,v8 that this is a very mild form of s]a very, 
compared to that which is engaged in for the 
supply of the ocean slave trade; they are ca1Ie(\ 
the chi ldren of the man ,vho h:ls purchased them, 
and if he is not kind to t.hem they may change 
to another master; they lllay change to anyone 
within thc kingdom, and the children that these 
ca.pt ives may beget are Oll just the same level as 
any other child in the l1'ibe. 

5633. lI' hat part of Africa are you now re­
ferri ng to ?--Central Africa. 

5634. -Would tha,t apply at all to domestic 
slav cry on the , Vest Coast ?-No; I think not. 

5635. The Committee have had ~t suggested 
by Captain Burton that a good deal of t,he evils 
of slavery might be mitigated by the British 
9"-0yerUU1cut enabling such slaves as were ta,J"en 
lD war, Or as were under sentence of dea.th, to 
emigrate freely, as labourers, to the West Indies; 

0.39 . 

do YOll believe that such a l)lan would be pos­
sible 1-1 do not tbink it woulel be advisable to 
attempt that. 

'5636. ,'{by 1-:geeause they ate very innch 
better off when they are taken captives than 
they would be iu tbe vVest Indies. The loss of 
life is p"o(ligious ill tbe sllpply af people sent to 
other count.ries. 

5637 . D o },olLJ:hink that there are many 
Dogroes on the West C0ast who would be wihling 
to emigrate as free labourers to the vYest lncli-es? 
-I fOlln~l them very ,yilling to go to other 
countries to ,,·ork. I emplo)'ed about 15 of them 
for upwards of 12 mouths; and when. cominer 
aw",y I p.ud those, men olf, nlld abou.t. 300~ other~ 
volunteered <to go .wi,nh me to sea, altihOClgh they 
hn.c1 never seen it before, and knew nothing 
about it; I took only seV(\I1, a,nd those, s.even 
hecame capidia! sailors before we got O1"er to 
Bombay; they were so eagen to do their duty 
that only one became sea-sick. 

5638. Did t,hey know "')lere they ""ere going 
to ?-They knew nothing but that I was going 
away to sea, and th",t we should he ",,~ay for a 
great many months. 

5639. , 'Vbere are rthey now ?-Tbey are now 
in my vessel at Bombay. I think; there would be 
no difficulty in getting a ~:wge number to go if 
only oue could point out to ~hose who are in the 
country th~t the¥ wouJd get wages, and tha.t 'they 
would bo sent baok ngain; hut wi~hou:t -that;it 
would simply be a slave brl\de, as was tb e case in 
the French engage .system. 

5640. I s there any other point on which you 
wish t.o gi;ye informAtion to the Committee on 
the subj ect of their inquiry with regard to the 
'West Coast of Afrio.,?-Thore is tbe supposed 
progress of ;i\1ahomedanism. I have .a,lways since 
bo):f:.ood hear(\ " good deal about the progress of 
that relig~on) and in my ·bravels, :which ha1~e been 
pretty extensive, I have always been on the look 
out to see if -Mahome<lauism had come down 
from the 'llorth farther than the Equa,tor, and I 
have ne'VE' .. r found any progress made by thnt reli­
gion at all. 

5641. Progress in which direotion ?-From the 
north to the south. I jln,ve read of certain con­
quests th.,t had been made of those pa,rts by the 
JYlahomec1a.ns. Th"ey do not seem to ca.re ahou t 
the adults, but the young are made ~lahoDledalls, 
and that is the only progress that I have been 
able to as.certain. 

5642. Do you believe that those Mahomedan 
tribes themscl\res comes from tl~e north-east, or 
do you snppose that it is merely an influx of 
oriental blood to a certa.in extent into the native 
Afrjca;n tribes ?-I am Dot a)vare of what was 
t he or~glll of those :Mahomedans. 

5643. Do you agree with Captain Burton with 
regard to the superior vigour of the IVlahonleelan 
tribes as compared with the Pagan tribes ?-No, 
cert.unl y not. I find that both in vigour and 
morality the native Arl!ican is ycry much l5upe­
riol". I do not refer to the coast tribes. \iV c find 
a number of tribes near the coa~t who have been 
COJlt~minated by the slave trade" and 8Ir e. ver...y 
much inferior in every respect to the pure 
African . 

5644. D o YOll bel ieYc that being the case there 
are stronO'er tribes jn the interior whose tendency 
js to ov~rrl1n those coast tribes, and that if the 
European power stood out of t\w way that would 
probably be the event 1-The slave trade so 
jumbles everything in the country, that you 
cannot form any opinion. 

F F 3 5645. Now 
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5645. Now supposing, as we hope,1hat the 
slave t.rade may cease in a fe,Y years, and suppose 
the European powers stood out of the way md 
willhdrew ftom t he coast, ar.e thel"e more pow·er­
ful tribes jll the interior who would overrun the 
coast tribes and become possessed of the territories 
up to the sea?-I think it is doubtfuL whether 
they would COlite down or not, because the great 
see-ret of all pow;er in Africa is the possession of 
guns and gunpowder. rl'llOse who are near the 
coast ha.l,,"e more power than those inla.nd, because 
they have g 1.:lDS and gunpowder. Th0se who 
possess bows and arrows cannot tight agaiust 
those who possess guns. 

5646. Haye you any opinion to give to the 
Committee wit:h l'e~~rd to "the progress of the 
Nigel' trade ?--I believe that, in course of t.ime, 
a very important trade could be developed there. 

56·17 . Do you helieve that private enterprise 
alone can develope that trade, wit,hout the assist­
ance of the Government?-I think, in the first 
instance, Goyernment assistance oughti t.o be 
awarded to any compa.ny who wished to under· 
take that w0rk. 

564R. But, I suppose, only assistance ill the 
nature of a subsidy, not assistance in the nature 
of protection, or any fort or Government establish­
ment in the Niger?- I think th»t "'t'med assist­
a,nce would be neCeS8:1'I'Y for iibe prot.ection of 
trade neal' the mouth, but not further inlau<!l . 

5649. Do you me",n a ship?-Yes, a shi!,. 
5650. You would not think anything in the 

nature of a fort, 01' OCCll}!l3,tion on shore would be 
necessary ?-No, I ihink not. 

5651. Mr. Chichester Forte>cue.] Have you 
had any experience of the emancipated negroes 
who have been brought up a.t Sierra. L eone ?-No, 
I have Dot had much experience of them; I ,""as 
only visiting there; I did not spend much time 
there. 

5652. Thi. Committee has had a great deal of 
eyidence to show that -they are generally re­
gnl'deu with dislike upon the coast, and COll­
sidered less indush,ious, less trustworthy and 
honest than other Africans; have you any 1'ea.son 
to con£ml that on the cODtra.Ty?-I have heard 
that statement very often, but I have beard ,iust 
tile opposite f1' 0 111 the mlssioDM'ies. Bishop 
Bowen had a very different, o!,inion of . hem. 

5653. 1 do not 1>hink tha.t yeu gave the COIll-
1J.li ttee your opinion just now with regard to the 
merits of the two missionary 6ystem~ j the one 
that includes industrial teaohing, and the one 
that excludes it ?-I think that they a,.-e both 
very good, because they work towards the same 
obj ect with different profc£sions; the one says 
we ought merely to preach the Gospel, and the 
other says we ought to endeavour to elevate 
those people, by civilising them first; but in 
practice they both do the same thing. 

5654. I-lave you formed ftny opinion with re­
gard to the degree in which Chriotian teaching 
has affected the Mrican character? - Yes, I 
know a very great number of converts in lIhe 
middle of the country, not on the West Coast, 
and I hOlVe had opPol,j;lIlnities of Ih10wmg them 
illl1Jiu,,'tely. I have travelled with them, anc1 I 
think the progress they have maoe in know ledge 
is very saotistaotory, and that their conduct is 
very good indeed. 

5655. ·Which are the people you speak of?­
I speak of the Bechnanas. 

5656. YOll do not know so much of the nat.ves 
of those countries to which tihe inquiries of this 
Committee are directed ?-I . know the effeot of 

the miasion<>ry teaching, the Roman Catholic 
teaching, in places in Angola; the people there 
ba't"e retained the teaching that was communi­
cated to them some 15Q years ago, and now, 
wherever you find a village, you find people who 
can both read and write, and they teach each 
other. 

5657. Is that in the Portuguese territory?­
Yes, in the Portuguese territory. 

5658. Is there a large number of Roman 
Cathol;c native Christians in that territory?­
Yes, there u. '" large number who profess to be 
Roman C",ellolics; they do not know much 
abou t points of doctrine. I do not suppose they 
kno,~ there i. any difference between themselves 
a,nd ether Christians; but they show .themselves 
to be Christians. 

5659. Have the Roman Catholic missiona,"e. 
had much effect on the natives ?-They had the 
whole of the country at one time under t heir 
power, and they then built their missionary 
establishmenM, wruch are now kept very care­
fully by the natives; there are 110 missionaries now. 

5660. Are there no P,·otestan t missionaries 
there now?-None whatever; the Jesuits were 
expelled at the time of the MM1quis --- - , and 
from that time fOl:th there have been no mis­
sionaries. I met a canon of the Church of 
Rome, in Ambanka : he "l'as a very l·espectarble 
man, and I fO'und out that he ,vas a very good 
man, a.nd that he bore a very high character 
among the people ","ound him; be was perfectly 
black, yet he was a canon of the chu rch. 

5661. I suppose Oul" operations on the Coast 
of Africa, of all kinds, missionary and other, have 
produced an extremely smaU e-fiect 011 so gu'eat a 
continent ?-Compared with the whole continent, 
that is so, we are just on the extreme limits of 
it; but compared with the efforts made, I think 
t,he results have been yery satisfactory. On going 
to Angola I had received an impression from 
reading the speeches of Members of }'arJiament 
and otbers, tJ,at our efforts on the iVest· Coast had 
done nothing a.t all, and that they had rathru· 
aggravated tne evils of the slave trade than done 
any good ; I was very much surprised when I 
carne wi1>flin 300 miles 0f t,he ,~T est Coast of 
Mricru to find the Portug>!ese talk of something 
as halving bappened (( in tlhe time of the slaye 
trade." 1 bad CODle to the conclusjon from whart 
I had read of the 0pinioll at home, tb"t the slave 
trade was going Oll just now as fast as ever, but 
they al"ays spoke of the slaye trade as a thing of 
the post, and when I asked tbem, "'Vhat do you 
mea,ll; what has put a stop to it?" they said, 
HOb, you h-llOW very well what we me~n; J0U 
English, with. your ships and other things, have 
put a stop to it altogether; . sometimes we do 
engage in it now, but it is out of a sort of bravado 
not to be done hy you English." I fotmd thntat 
that time when 1 was in Angola there were ouly 
thl'ee men. engaged in it; they engaged in it in 
compauy, m Grder, not to be ruined altogether. 

566~. A.re the Committee to understand that 
you are very anxious for the present to see both 
the British settlements wnd the squadron main­
ta.inec1 on the ,Vest Co.st of .Al',icn?-Yes, I 
think it will be of ,'ery great iUlpOliance. to 
maintain th€'lll until we see. what will turn out 
in the c.se of Cuba. 

5663. In case the Cuban demand should cease, 
a,Dd, we may hope, the slave trade with it, you 
still wi15h, for the sake of Afrioa, and Oill' COlll­

mcrce with Africa, to have OlU' settlements main­
tained ?- Yos; I 1>hink the presence of a strong 
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pollce on the coast would be necessary to prevent 
all we had done being lost. 

566... You would wish to see a few ce.ntres of 
English authority and civilisation maintained?­
Yes. 

5665. Lord Stanley. ) How f",r north on the 
"rest Coast does your personal eX'perience ex­
Lenu ?-I was in SierJ.'a Leone; roy knowledge 
uorth e:-.::tcuds about eight degrees from the Line. 

5666. You have not been-on the Gold Coast? 
-No, 

5667, Nor Lagos ?-Nor Lagos. 
5668. Nor at the Gambia ?-Only at Loanda 

anG Sierra Leone. 
5669. Then all yom experience of Africa, and 

everyone knows how extensiv·e it is, is mainly 
confined to the country lying to the fal! sOlIth?­
Lying south of eight degrees and eas~ - _ - -

5670. 1Vben you speak of the advantage of 
the Engli.5h settlements, and the benefit we have 
conferred upon the people, you speak more, I 
suppose, as we all do, from general knowledge, 
and from whnt yon have read, rather than from 
nctunl personal observations ?-Yes; except as 
to Sierra Leone and J.Joanda; I speak generilly 
of'the other parts. 

5671. I did not quite understand what was the 
advanfage which you said was derived from the 
existence of those English settlements a.part from 
the q1lestion of the shINe trade; do yo u think thart 
they afford greater security to trade ?-Greater 
&ccw·j ty to trade, and to life and property; and 
tben both the traders and missionaries s.ettle 
wlH.·re there is security for life, and in that way 
both the Afl;can and the English are benefited. 

5672. You at'O putting it on that ground, tha.t 
missionaries are more willing to settle within 
nRch of n British possession ?- They are more 
willing to settle within reach of Bt'itish settle­
ments; although many of them ha.ve settled 
b~)'oJlll, t hey £nd it an advantage. 

56i3. You think, speaking with xegard to the 
interests of missionaries, it is desirable that as 
large a part of the coast as possible should be so 
occupied?-It is desira,ble, in my opinion. 

667-!. ''''iuh regard to the trade!'s, are you 
aware tha.t we have had it given in evidence that 
a considerable port,ion of them prefer can-ying on 
trade outside rather than inside Britis11 settJe­
ments 1-The only case that I know of of that 
kin,l was, th"t at. Ambris they prefened to be 
under u~l.tivc rule to being under the Portuguese; 
but 1 am not aware of any case in whlch traders 
preferred to be with the natives rather than with 
the Bllglish. 

5675. Your altention has not been called to 
the qu('stionofhigh or low duties, probabJy?-No. 

56i6. I understood Y011 to consider the adv!tn­
~nge of the English settlements to consist chiefly 
In the moral benefit which they confer on the 
nati~·e populations ?-Yes; and in the way of pro­
mot.mg lawful commerce, gi'irjng securi ty to the 
traders and to the missionaries. . 

56i7. Ilut do you know th",t by far the greater 
part of the commerce of the IVest Coast is car­
ried on at points which are not within the Britisb 
8ettlemeuts ?-Yes; but were it not for the in­
fluence of the British and the squadron, I do not 
think there would be any trade there. My rea­
sou for thinking that there would be no leai timate 
trade liS this : on the East Coast thereO are no 
European settlements, except penal settlements; 
tJlere are no settlements like t hose that w"e have 
on the West Coast, and the consequence i. that 
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the coast is exactly in t l;e same state that the 
,i1\ est Coast was before the squadron was put on; 
the entire trade is 11mited to a litt.le ivory and 
gold dust, while on the West Coast t h e lawful 
trade is very much larger. 

5678. Snppose the slave trade to be done away 
with aft.er the cessation of the demand in the 
Brazils a,nd Ouba., do yon t hink that the same 
nec~ssi ty would exist for oocupying a large 
portIOn of the coa~t as jg supposed to exist at 
preseo:t. 1-1 think not, but 1 think that i. woul d 
be an aclvantage to the country to occupy a COH­

sider able portion of the coast for the protection 
of commerce) even although tJ'\e slave trade were 
stopped. 

5679. Do you not think that the protection of 
commerce might be effectually secmcd by keep­
ing, as is done in a.1l parts of the world, a CClitalU 

amount of naval fOl'ce, ill ordEll' to maintain the 
police of the seas, and probably, on semi-bar­
baTous coasts where we have a good deal of trade, 
rather a larger proportion t han elsewhere?-
Yes, I think so. . 

5680. So far as the protection of commerce 
goes, do you think that anything luore would 
be required than su ch a naval police, with one 
or two points for naval purposes where ships 
could put in?-Yes, I think that some establish­
ment on shore will be absolutely nccessary. The 
number of ships might be greatly decreased, but 
Dot the number of estrublishments on shore, be­
cause the traders always get into those establish­
ments, and t.heir trade ralllifica.tiolls extend f rom 
points to w hioh ou l' police opent tions couldnot reach. 

568 !. You think that, putting aside the ques­
t,ion of tbe slaye tracIe, supposing we only helel 
one 01' two points on the coast for naval pw'poses, 
that the naval protection so given to trade, !lind 
the presen~e of consuls at various points along 
the coast, would not be sufficieut1-I t hink it 
would not be sufficient; I tbink it would be 
neoessa.ry always to have more than mere consuls 
at different points along the coast. 

5682. For wbat special purpose ?-For the 
protection of trade. Disputes arise perpet ually 
,yith our traders and the natives, and a consul 
cannot settle those disputes unless he ha s some 
power to back him .· 

5683. Clwi,·man.] He has the squadron, has 
h e not ?-Bnt the squadron might be greatly 
diminished, or after 1he cessation of t.he slave 
trade it might be at a distance. 

5684. Lord Stanley.] From what yon said with 
regard to the importance of the occupa,tion of 
territory to the extension and security of com­
merce, does it not follow that it would be an 
ad vantage to our trade to extend that occupation 
to the various points in which the largest amount 
of commerce is now being developed ?·--It would 
be a benefit, I t hink, to extend oux occupation. 

5685. For instance, in the Oil Rivers, where 
there is a great business springing up ?-Yes, in 
prder to have greater power over the natiyes in 
cases of disputes with our traders. 

5686. In short, you do not believe in the pos­
. sibility of establishing a secure commerce among 

the .Airican tribes, unless you: occupy some part 
of the count.ry, and hold it 1-1 think not. 

5687. Mr. Cheetham.] Yon haye expresse/! an 
opinion that for the interests of the missions the 

, British protectorate should be preserved ?-For 
the interest of the missions and of trade. 

5688. But your own experience does llotl)rove 
that to be the case, does it.?-Kot in t.be case of 
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the missions; but it. is different altogether when 
you come among people who have been engaged 
III the shwe trade. ! h",,,e been mostLy in the 
interim', where there is 110 slave trade. I never 
was robbed or wttacked until I came among 
people who had been engaged in the slnye trade. 

5689. But the Dutch nttacked you, did they 
not?-Yes, they did; they had had denJin""s in 
the slave trade, in capturing people and making 
slaves of them. 

5690. I ",m to underst",nd you to be or opinion 
th",t whilst British protection is at all times 
fa vourfllble to missionarl'Y effort, it is not essen-

; tial to it?-It is not essentia.1, except where the 
slave trade exists; for my OW" part, I would be 
very much better without nny interference of the 
Government among the people in the interior; 
but it wonld not bc so if I were among people 
who had becn cnlfaged in the slaye trade. 

5691. In the mterior theTe was trade carried 
on among the na.tive chiefs without British protec­
tion, was there ?-N ot to a-ny very hLl"ge extent. 

5692. Then your remarks referred more parti­
cularly to this "'\Vest Coast as being the district 
of country where the slave tTude is carried on? 
-Yes. 

5693. But if that should be altered by the 
abolition of the slaye trade in Cub", you mi"ht 
with safety c1ilninish the protection, you think? 
-Yes; in course of rt ime it might be withdrawll . 

5694 . In your iutercourse with the .Afrieans 
whom you sarw in the Portuguese territory, did 
you find that they were a dilterent class of men 
to those on the vVest Coast j to those you saw at 
Porto Noyo ?-They are a different class of 
people al togetlher. 

56n5. Are they less caRable of improvement 
than those nn the ",\'IT est Coast 1-Those in the 
interior st.l'uck rne as being very much superior 
to tbose on the ViT est Coast; thcy are much 
superior in appearance, and likewise in their 
manners; if you get beyoud t.he line of the 
slave trade, where tJle ~lave trnde has been ca.rried 

_on, you then get among people who may be 
called wild. 

5696. They are pme Africans, I suppose ?­
Yes, pure Africans; there is no adn"lixtllre of a,ny 
other blood. 

5697. Th",t deterioFation on the ,Vest Coast 
you ascribe to the existence of the shLYe trade?­
Entirely. 

5698. So that in any attempt to elevate them 
hy education or the spread of Christiauit,y, you 
have DO doubt of au ultima.te improvement of the 
race?-No doubt whatevcr of au ultimate im­
provement. 

5699. You do not share in the opin ion l"ecentl~r 
expressed with regard to the impossibility of 
elevating the African ?-Not In the smaHest de­
gree j they are in a state of degradat.ion, and 
some time will be necessary for theil' elevat.ion, 
but with regard to their ca.pabil ities I have no 
doubt whatever. 

5700. Vlith regard to the rvIahomednn religion, 
hns that religion ever spread beyond the country 
of the Th1ussuhnans ?-No, I never found any case 
in which It ~IahoU"l.eda.n show ed nn anxiety to 
p~opag"'te his relimion. The year befo,·e last I 
met two Ambs with abollt half a dozen half-Arabs, 
who bad been in the country 14 years, "nd they 
had ne,'er made any attempts to propagate Ma­
horuednnism; I found the servant belonging to 
them had been some t,ime in the Makololo count.ry, 
and could speak the language . of the people; I 

speak that language myself, and took an opportu­
nity of ascertaining what he knew of the Maho­
medall religion, a.nd the most that he knew of it 
was thrut it was wTong to eat mcftlt without first 
cutting the throat of the animal. 

5701. Lord Alfred Churchill.] Is your ac­
quaintance with the East Coast equal to your 
acquaintance with the West Coast?-V cry much 
more than equal. 

5702. Are not the facilities for lawful commerce 
quite as great on the East Coast as on the West? 
-Quite as ~reat, if not more so, because we have 
the Zambesl. 

5703. To what do you attribute the greater 
deyelopment of trade on the ,'IT est Coast?­
I nttribnte th",t development of trade on the ,'IT est 
Coast to our settlements and to the efforts of our 
cruisers. 

5704. Chairman.l I s not the 'IV est Coast mOl·e 
within tbe reach of the civilised world ?-It is 
nearer. 

5705. Lord Alfred Churchill.] But if the 
facilities were as great or grea.ter on the East 
Coast, lawful comme-rce would go there if it had 
protection, would it not?-Yes; it is very much 
nearer than India. 

5706. Mr. Seymow·.] Are you not awa,re that 
there i's a trade of no less thau a million and n 
half annually from Zanzibar to Bombay?- Yes, 
from the Island of Znnzibar. 

5707. While on the const there is no trnde 
whatever ?-No trade whatever j the trade does 
not pay the governor's saia,ry; the Portugnese 
Goverrunent has to advauce between 5,000 l. and 
6,000 I. annually to keep up the establishment. 

5708. You are aware that although the Sultan 
of Zanzibar owns a considerable portion of the 
coast., yet still the,·e are petty tribes a1on« the 
const, which prevent all communication \Vitll the 
intel1ior ?-Yes. 

5709. You are aware tha.t when Captain 
Speke went by that line to Centrnl Africa he 
found, at some distance inland, he had paid 
two thonsand times the price of the same article 
on the coast ?- Yes. 

5710. That was owinf( to the coast being shut 
up by certain tribes?-Yes, owing to the coast 
being shu t up by certai.n tribes. 

571 1. Do you think tlmt ;f we bad not tbose 
settlements on the West Coast commerce would 
be impeded in the same niallller ?-That is-- the 
reason I say I think the settlements ought to be 
kcpt up. . . . 

5712.\iV ere there not flourlslnng estabh$hments 
300 years aao on ,,11 that Eastern Coast?-Yes. 

5713. Which have now disappeared ?-Yes. 
5714. I s not tdle civilisation of t.he natives 

1111,,1ch higher on the East than ou the West Coast? 
-,"'hen you get to the interior you come to a 
mild people, who nre engaged in agricultw'e; 
vcry few are engaged in huuting. Large dis­
tricts nre inhabited by people wbo make their 
o\\ru cloth and cotton; they plant their own cot­
ton n.nd spin and wea.ve it; they make capital 
iron and pottery and baskets. They are a totally 
different people from those on the Vir est Coast. 

5715, Ha. it 110t been the ~eneral opinion of 
those who wish to civilise tJle mterior of Al'rica, 
that it would be better to penetrate fl"Oni tbe 
enst. side than from the west, because of the supe-
riority of the eastern rnces ?-Yes. . 

5716. What is the differenec bet,ween domestic 
slavery in Central Africa and on the West 
Coast ?-The slave becomes It child, and is called 
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a child by the man who gets him; he may change 
his master and go to anyone 'else in the tribe. 

5717. You think that under proper regu.btions 
it would be a great adv",ntage for the Africa:n to 
l eave his own country for a time and then come 
back to it ?-I think if it were possible to pro­
duce nn impression in the country that in going 
away they had an assurau?c. of coming back 
again, they would go very willingly. 

5718. Tbat is done to a great extent in I ndia, 
is it not ?-Coolies come in large numbers to the 
Brazils. 

5719. :Many of them stop for five years, anel 
gu back a"ain ?-Yes. 

5720. You were asked whether you thought, if 
we took away our settlements, the superior races 
in the interior would come down t~_th60 c~ast.. 
and subj ugate tbe coast tribes; but eyen-j;(tnat 
were so, would not that necessitate a long period 
of war, while the people were fighting together ? 
-It wou ld. 

5721. And there would be a dreadful amount 
of loss of life between them before there was 
some settlement?-Yes. 

5722. And during that time we should have 
no trade at all?-None. 

5723. Then would it not be better in your 
opinion. to keep our establishments as they are 
now J and make them as beneficial as possible to 
the natives ?-That is my opinion. 

5724. vVlth regard to the mi'SS ions; do ),011 

find the people willing to be educateG, and to 
give ul' their children to be educated ?-In 
general they are willing ; they have some diffi­
culty about understanding the advantage of 
being able to read and write; it is rather diffioult 
to convince them that it is a benefit, but as 
Roon as they are convinced that it is a benefit, 
they Act "bout it. 

6725 . You find them willing to send theil: 
chilJreD to the mission schools?-Yes. 

0726 . Genera.lly, we may say the missions en­
('on rage civi lisation and leal'ning ?-Yes, whether 
they proiess to do so or not. 

5727. I s it not the fact that the establishment 
of those missions aloDO' the West Coast, p);acti­
cally dispenses a 'lory la.rge amount of E nglish 
money mised by voluntary subscription fOl' the 
geneTal civilisat,ion of those people ?-Yes, that 
js the casco 

5728. Therefore, in the interest ofhllmanity, 
independently of religion, it would be good policy 
tokee!' up those establishments?-Yes, I think 
it would be good- !? !:icy to keep them up, not 
only for the sake of Africa, but for the sake of 
our own trade. 

5729 . Chairman.] I s there any other remark 
which you wish to ma:ke to the 0omnlittee?­
Y es. I should like to say that 1 haye Seen the 
slaye trade in the valley of the Shere. We 
entered a large tract of country which had nevc.r 
been penetrated before by any human being, anel 
which is about400 miles in length. That country 
is a capital coun try for the prod uction of cotton; 
the people have prod uced, of their own free will, 
a superior kind of cottOla, and we a.t;1Jempted to 
introduce lawful trade there; but t he slave trade 
came in our way, and completely baffl ed all our 
efforts. The Portuguese, with the connivance of 
the governor, seut over arms and ammunition to 
Olie tribe, auc1 iucited that tribe against the otherJ 

and the consequence ",vas that after some time 
this slaving having been going on, a panic seize(l 
a good many of the tribes, ani! t hey aU fled to 
the river Shere. As soon as they got over that 
river, they seemed to feel that they were safe; 
but they had left their provisions behind them, 
and the Gonsequence was tha"t roa.ny thousands of 
them died. I cannot gi ve you an idea of the 
thousands of human bein&~ that have been de­
stroyed in that valley. r au cannot walk any­
where. I believe you cannot walk a mile without 
meeting a human skeleton. That I wish to men­

l tiou, as showing ohe effect of the slave trade in 
destroyinfa any attempt to promote lawful COll­

merce. think that wherever the slave trade 
exists we caunot possibly have lawful commerce. 

Dr. 
L ifJingstone. 

Mr. H ENRY B AR NES, calleel in; and Examined. 

5730. Chairman.] You nre a merchant on the 
Gold Coast ?- I am. . 

6731. You !>re a native of that couutry?­
Yes. 

5732. What is you .. trade there ?- I trade in 
lIIanchester goods with the Ashantees and the' 
Fantces. 

5733. H ow far into the interior do you carry 
your tl'adc 1-"\V e neyer send up into the interior, 
but they come down to us at Cape Coast to buy 
goods. 

5734. From how far in the interior do they 
come ?-All the Fantees trade "t C"'pe Coast ; 
the better trade that we get is from t,he Ashantees. 

5735. I-las that been pretty steady, or has it 
been often interrupted ?-It is often inten-upted • 
~hen they come to invade ow' country, and there 
18 war between us. 

5736. What do you oall your country ?- Our 
COllDtry is the Fantee count .. y, Cape Coast. 

6737. Did they ever acknowledge the authority 
of Ule Ashnntees ?- 8000e time ago. 

5738. In fact, the English took the Fantees 
from under the sovereignty of the Ashantees, did 
they not 1- Y es; the A shnntees never came to 
Cape Coast; they never took possession of Cape 
Coast, thoy used to follow the Fantaes, and the 
Fantees ran to Cape Coast. 
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5739. H ow long haye you carried on this Mr . . 
trade as a merohant ?-I have carried on tr~de as H. B arnes. 
a merchant since 1833. In 1830 I was doing 
business for another; in 1833 I commenced on 
my own account. 

5740. Was that while a company of mer­
chants governed the Gold Coast 'I-It was during 
Governor }1ndean's time. 

5741. Did trade increase much at that time?­
Yes. 

5742. Has it gone on increasing since in the 
same wa.J?-No~ it has been decreasing on 
account of'the quarrels and disturbances between 
us and the Ashantees. 

5743. You think there was more peace in 
Governor Maclean's time than there has been 
since, do you?-Yes~ we have had better days. 

5744. H ow do you account for there being 
gl'eater peace in Governor :Maclean's time ?-He -
understood the people better ; he settled things 
quietly with them, and the people also loyed 
him. 

5745. You think that the Enalish governors 
since bis time have not understoo~ the natives so 
well as he understood thlllll, do you ?-That is 
what I tlllnk. 

5746. In what way have they shown that they 
do not understancl the natives ?- I do not know, 
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but perhaps by not going on in the same way as 
Governor Maclean did; but I do not know 
much about public busin,ess myself. 

5747.' In what way have the British Govern­
ment quarrelled with the natives; on what sub­
ject have they quarrelled ?- Perhaps such as this 
last case': such as Governor Pine detaining this 
man, who brought on the quarrel. 

5748. You mean detaining the fugiti¥e slave? 
. -Yes ; something like that. 

574:9. Do you think th~t the English laws and 
customs "'re not understood b;y the natiy.es? ­
I think so; those whe aore nea.rer understand 
,the EugJ,ish ,better, I think; but the na.tives in 
general have their own laws, which are quite 
different. 

5750. Do you think that it would be better if 
the English did not attempt to set a fugitive 
slave free?-Will you excuse me answering that 
.questien? 

5751. Was it the c'a£e, that not only trade was 
better in GO'l'ernor Maclean's time, but that there 
was more done in the way of opening u,p the 
couptry by roads and ill)provements tnan ha~ 
been done since ?-Yes. Governor Maclean or­
dered the people themselves to make the roads; 
he would send word to them, and they wonld 
clean the road directly; the roads are kept open 
from Cape Coast Castle to the river Prah. 

5752. Who pMd for the makin~ of the roads? 
-I believe Governor Maclean paid for ,Part ?f it, 
but ~hey were made by them for nothmg if the 
governor sent them a gallon of rum, or two 
gallons of rum, with a soldier. 

5753. Did he pay for them by a tax upon the 
people?-I do not know. 

5754. Do you r ecollect the poll tax ?-Yes. 
5755. Was that for the purpose of making 

roads ?-It was not in Goyernor IV[aclean's time, 
it was in Governor Hill's time; it was for the 
purpose of doing all sort.. of t.hings which the 
English could do for their good. 

5756. Did they understand that it was p",rticu­
la.rly for making roads ?- No; it was everything 
that was considered good for the place. 

5757. Did Governor Maclean put on any-par­
t~cular tax for the making of roads ?-Not that 
I know of. 

5758. Do you think that the natives would 
be willing to pay for the mallting an.d repairing of 
roads now ?-I do not know. 

5759. Do you think that the making of roads 
is a "ery important thing for the Gold Coast?­
I do. 

5760. Why do you think so ?-Bccause even 
the nati"es themselves should make their own 
roads, and roads are always good everywhere. 

5761. Where roads have been made', in what 
sort of carts do they carry their goo,l. ?-They 
cnt a road open, but they never make-it smooth 
enough for carriages. 

5762. Then, how is the trade brought down 
to t·he coast ?-The goods are carried all the top 
of tlleu' heads. 

5763. When the roads am made, do they alter 
that ?-N 0; they still carry things on tbeir heads; 
they have no beasts of burden or carriages. 

5764. Lord Stanley.] A horse will hardLy live 
there, will he ' - They die very quick! but I 
think that that is from the want of looklllg well 
after them. 

5765. Chairman.] Then, how does the making 
of roads do good, if the natives still carry things 
on their heads ?-They must have roads to go 
through. 

5766. You mean paths, not roads for things on 
wheels ?-Yes, that is what I mean. 

5767. Have the chiefs themselves in any case 
made roadS?-When they made roads they only 
cut away the bush, but in course of time it grows 
up again, and then the footpath is left., but when 
a proper road is made they would like it. 

5768. Lord Stanley.] If you do open a road 
you have pe"Petualiy to go on clearing it~ becau,se 
it would not,keep inoelf open for six months, would 
~t ?-It grows yery fast; vegetation gro"\\ls very 
fast from the rains. 

5:7q9. ]\1:)'. Hen; Seymour.] A macadamised 
mad wonlq, be perman,ent, I suppose ?- Yes. 1 

5770. Chairman.] Do you think that th~ 
British Government has done much good to the 
natives and chiefs in the neighbourhood ?-Yes. , 

57'11. In what way; has it kept them more at 
peace among themselves, do you think?-Y es; 

' when anybody 'has done anything wrong, t he;y: 
are always fined and pun,ished; that keeps tl!!> 
country in order; we are certainly very much 
obliged to the English. 

5772. What do you thillk has been the cause 
of the different AshantE\e wars, generally speak= 
ing?-One was in ~807, when a sergeant w~ 
killed, and that brought on Sir Oharles Macarthy'. 
war. , 

5773. What was the cause of that war ?-It 
was a sergeant ,at tpe fort qual'Fehling with ali 
Ashantee trader. The Ashlj(Utee trader l\..ap­
pened to say something against his MaJesty in 
England, and the seljeant returned the same to 
the King of Ashantee. The King of Ashantee 
sent directly to cut his head off, and that brought 
on a quarrel, for Sir Charles Macarthy: wonld 
not allow his sergeant's head to be cut off in that 
manner. 

5774. Was it uot that the English upheld the 
Fantees ~ainst the Ashantees ?-Y os. 

577 5. Do you think that the Fantees conlg 
defend themselves against the Ashautees, if the 
English did not help them ?-No, I think not. 

5776. Do you think that all those tribes de­
pend upon the English, and conld not hold their 
own aga.i,nst the Ashantees without our help 1-1 
do not think they could do very well without the 
English. __ _ 

5777. What do )"OU think wonld be the conse-' 
quence if tbe En~Jjsh left the Gold Coa£t ?-I 
do not know, bu,t ~ do not think that the Ashan" 
tees wonld b eat the Fantees this time. Weare 
very strong now; but if the English go away 
from us just now, our people are not unanimous, 
an,l rohat is the cause why tbe Ashantees wonld 
give us a great deal of trouble, but they would 
never destroy us as they did before. 

5778. Tbe F antees are not unaninlous, yoU; 
. say ?-Y es; the ohiefs will not join together, 

and they go against each other, and that will 
disturb the country, and they will never be 
happy. 

5179. And you think that the presence of the 
English prevents thei~ quarrelling, do you? -Yes. 

5780 . .Are the Fantees ,&,ood friends with the 
tribes above the Volt,,?-l'iO, they are too far. , 

5781. Would they be likely to qual'l'el, or 
would they not quarrel, do you think ?-No, 
they would never quarrel; they are too distant. 

5~82. Have you traded on your own account 
all this time ?-I used to trade with Messrs. 
Forster & Smith; but when I found that I was 
losing money, nnd that I could trade a little on 
my own account, I began, as I am now, on my 
own !locount. 

5783. Are 
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5783. Are there many natiye merchants there, 5805. The Fantees formerly obeyed t,he 
trndjuCY' on their own account?- There are SOlne. Ashautees, did t.hey 'not ?-Yes. 

578~. Are there more than there used to be? 5806. And SOme of your first allies came from 
-Yes, I think so. the neighbourhood of the Volta, the Akkim 

5785. Were you the first native merchant who people, did they noP-Yes. 
traded there on his own account ?-Perhaps I 5807. You think that you could beat the 
was the first at Cape Coast, but I cannot say as Asha.ntees again, do you ?-Yes, I think so, if all 
to the whole of the Fantee country. I may be the people »greed; but if they quarrel against 
the first trading with Messrs-.Forst~r & Smith. each other, we shall not. 

5786. But now you nre not trading as a com- 5808, Do you think that your people are im-
mi~sion :agent for anybody else, but entirely on proving, a.re better educated, are better traders, 
your own account?-Justso. and""e better off?-Yes, with the aid of t,he 

6787. Is trade thriV'ing? - No; when the path English. , 
. is open, trade will be better; but when it is shut, 5809. If roads were made your people would 
we do very littk know one another bettel' Itlld haye more CODl-

5788. It depends on peace being kept, does i.t? meree, you think?-Yes. 
-Yes. ,, 5810. Roads ro'e a good work in your coun~ry, 

5789. If the English left the coast, do you be- you think?-Very much. 
lieve that. there would be any more slave trade? 58 11. The paths are so narrow that you can­
-I am afraid thrut there would, because the Eng- Dot go aloDO"?-"?l e do not liJ.;:e it at all; some­
!ish keep them from doing a.uything of the kind. Iinles we W~'tllt to walk, but w4en we find the 

5790. In what part of the Gold Coast is there roads so sman, we are forced :to go hack. 
the largest trade 'I-I think Cape Coast is the 5812. 'What you want is a good governor?­
head quarters. Formerly thcre used to be a Yes. Vfe want a good govel'llor and plenty of 
trade nt Accrn, when 1lr. Bannerman nnd Mr. good ronds. 
IIansom were there, nnd 1\1"1'. Renter; but now 5813. Ago'Vel'uorwho understands the 'peoyle, 
Cape Const i. the largest. and who would be willing to make roa,J. ?-Yes; 

5791. You think that your tmde would not be but not without a li ttle expense, perhaps. 
very safe if the English went away?-W e would 5814. You think that t he people would be 
like to haye the English with us. willing to cont.ribllte to that expeose ?-I dare-

6702. Lord Alfred Churchill.] What would say. 
you do if the English went away; would you 5815. ~rould you be sorry to have the English 
gi,'c up your trade?- No; I would not ~iye up lenve you?-Very SOlTY. 
my trnde exncdy, but we would rather tllat the 5816. Ao,l you think that it would be to the 
English did not go awny. injl11'Y of the country nnd the people ?-Yes. 

5793. You think that they give you 1'1'0- 5817. LorclAifred Churcldll.] Has there ever 
tection, do yon ?-Yes. been auy actual fight between the British there 

5794. Do you think tht the Ashantees would ,"ud the Ashantees, except that war when Sil: 
iovade the whole of the protectorate ?-If the Charles Macarthy was killed; has there eyer 
English went away; t,hey 1\.1·e nO.t so stl'on~ ns been a. fight, I mean, w"hen anybody was killed 
they used to bc, but they would gn'e us trOUble. on either .ide ?-I think that Sir Charles 

5795. "fhich would iuterfere with trade?- Maca.rlhy's war was the only time. 
Ye., because we trade with the Ashantees. 58 18. 'When anything like fighting took place? 

5796. Are the Ashantee. verY desirous of -Yes. 
trading with England?-Yes, they seem to like 5819. Since then there have been threat~ of 
England much, only this wa"' disturbs the peace. fighting, but no actual wad-No. 

5797. Could you suggest aoy menns by which 5820. Mr. /-J f:llr.'l S e.vmour.l I s not it part of 
the trade WIth the ~~hantees aught be pro- our treaty with the Kin&, ot Ashalltee to give 
moted'l-I thmk, by ~IVlll.g us a good ~oveluol', up fugitive slaves. from hIS countl:y?-Govel'nor 
who would do son~ethlDg like Gove"oor 1I1aClean'ijJ Maclean useel to settle like that wlth them. 
",nd keep pe~ce, wlth .the As~antees as we!.l as the 5821. But in the treaty was it not so ?-Once 
Fantces, abo, ClDor that "ouid take ca.re of us it was talked a.bout in the Castle, but Governor 
as he used to do. . Pine did not find it in the books. 

5798. lIave you never had n. g,overnor who dId 5822. But when the lOng asked Governor. 
that except Goyemor Maclean.-I cailllot say P'ne to ff've up the fUffjtiYe slaves Governor 
that. 1. b

1 
b J 

r- yr. I ' . ff d (Y , . • Pine might very easily have sent them O? to 
. 0799.. ~u tlun~ that t~ la, en bOO bO' ClDor Sierra Leone and then he could not ha.ve O"lvell 
,. the prInCIpal thmo' ?-Yes, I do. I ? yr ~'f h h d d th t . Id"h ' 

5800 1Vill b 11 1 Ii, I G Id C ?_ t lelll.- es,.' e a one a It wou ., e 
. u 00 S ,e on tIe 0 oast. been settled wrthollt any war. 

Yes. . 5823. That was done before by Governor 
5801. Are there .any carts or c","nag.es there? Hill? _ Yes, and the King of Ashantee was 

-Gentlemen sometimes have one to go lU, pulled quite pleased with it, Ilnd there was no war. 
by men; but we have none drawn by bu!lock.. 5824. Lord Alfred Chw'chill.] Do you tllink 

5802. Bullocks are used all ?ver the mterlOr, that if a Commission were to visit the King of 
nre they not?-Yi e do not tram them up OUr- Ashantee it would lead to ffood results ?-I think 
selves; wo do not know how. 't Id " 

6803. But can they live there ?-Yes; there 1 wou . 
are plenty of them. 5826. Cltai7'1nan.] To wbat good results ?-It 

5804. A little way in the interior of the would bring pence. 
country there "re chief. that have c"mlry sol- 5826. Lord A!fred C1LlLrckill.] And tend to 
dier. on horseback, are there not, and not very uevelope tmde ?-Yes. 
fnr off?-Yes, at the back of Ashantee. 
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rr'HEl RIGHT H0N. C. B. ADDERLEY, IN THE CHAI~. 

The Rev. CHARLES ANDREW GOLLMER, called in; and Rxamined. 

5827. Chairman. ] Y 010 went first on the part 5837. Did you make two different schools, 
of the Church Missiona.ry Society to Sierra Leone namely, a WesTeyan school and a Church school, 
in 1841 ?-In the autumn of 1841. or did you co-operate ?-We had separate schoo1& 

5828. And you returned home in 1848, I be.. in most of the stations, and separate chlll'chea 
Iieve ?-I - proceeded from Sierra Leone in the also. 
autumn of 1844 to Badagry, and returned from 5838. Can you state what has been the pro­
Badagry in 18 .. 8; I then proceeded to Badagry gress of this work in 81err", Leone, since you left 
in 1850, to Lagos in 1852, a.nd returned from in 1844 ?-I think the progress of the Colony of 
Lagos to EnQ'land in 1855. I proceeded again Sierra Leone 'might be seen, first, in a religious 
to Africa in January 1857, and laboured in Ab- point of view, by the great increase of native 
beoktlta until the year 1862. Christians and schohrs, and by the superior edu-

5829. in fact, from the year 1841 to 1862 you " c",tional establishments, both tor young men md 
nave neen connected with missionary operations young women, even the classics and the mathe­
on the West Coast of Africa ?-Yes. matics being tauO'ht to young men, and then hy 

5830. Will you first tell the Committee some- tlleir liberal contributions towards the work, they 
thing of Siena Leone; what were the operations supporting their own churches and schools, and 
of the Church Missiona~y Society during those, especially hy the transfer of the missionary 
three yea.rs you were ill Siena Leone, namely, chUFches and missionary work to native pasto-

Jrom 1841 to 18441-1 may say that I was agree- rates; in 1841 we had but one native p'$tor, .. nd 
ably djsappointed in finding I .. rge and good now we "ave 12. 
churches full of (levout worshippers, the Sunday 5839. Has this work of the superior schools 
schools attended by numbers of adults, readiugand that you speaK: of, aud the self support of the 
learning to read; at the day schools the children church •. nd schools, ana the transfer to m.tive 
from five to twelve ye.,:s old were well forward pa~torates, -all occurred since you left1- Yes, 
in theit elementary lessons; and again, the ob- since, I believe, 1856 .. 
servation of the Lord's D",y was marked, all ab- 5840. What means have you of knowing this ? 
staining from work, and attending either ohurch -I have an authenticated return, which, with 
01' chapel, decently clac!, and attentively listening. your permission, I will read. 
Also, there was great regard for the missionaries, 5841. Will you give the sub.lmce of it 1-In 
and assistance was readily given us in the good 1841 the Society had' 21 European missionaries 
work, both within and "'ithout tlte Colony. and laymen, no native missionaries, 36 native 

5831. Had you any agricultural operations, 01' teachers, about 6,000 native Christians, 1,414 
any other operations besides those of education? communicants, 50 schools, 5,949 scholars. The 
-Connected wit h my station at Bathurst theue Church Missionary Society haa three fields of 
is a coffee farm belonging to the Church Mis- labour; Sierra Leone, Yoruba, the Nigel'. -At 
sionaJl'y Society. Sierra Leone the labours of t4e Society in West 

5832. Are there any others ?-There were a Africa commenced in 1805, in the neighbourhood 
few others in the Colony, but I am not aware of of the CQlony; they were. transferred to Sierra 
any other conoected with the Church Missionary Leone in 1816. The people were formed into 
Society. Christi~n Churches, and were encouraged to give 

5833. Were there other missionary societies one-halfpenny a week for each adult, towards the. 
co-operating with you ",t th"t time at Sierra eApenses of the misaion. In. 1854 the nunlher of 
Leone ?-There was ~he Wesleyan Missionary elementary sohools supported by the Church Mis­
Society. si(mary Society was 65, and the numb"r of 

5834. Any other?-There were a f"w mem- sOllohns 5,296. The supportoftliese scbooJswaa 
bel'S of Lady Huntingdon'S connection. then wholly th:!;own upon ilie l'eople, who )'aiseiI 

5835. Any other ?-1 do not think so. a large sum as an endowment, which now serves. 
5836. Did they cO-0J;lcFatewith you in a friendly with the fees of the oluldren, to support tIle 

manner?-Yes, I thrnk we were on friendly schools. In 1861, the Society supported 12 
terms with them. churches in the Colony, but the support of nine 

of 
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of these ohurches was then tluow", upon the 
people who have contributed t? the s~pport of 
their natIve pastors, who~e salarIes are from 75l. 
to 120 l. per annum, and also to the rep",ir of these 
ohurches, in all 628l. They bave also l'alsed as 
a pastoral aid fund, 50 I., m",kinO' a total of 
6781. The church popUlla,tion in S'ierra L eone, 
which raises this amount, is 12,000, or less than 
one-third of the whole population (41,000). The 
other Christifllu denominations give equally 
liberal support to their ua.tive pastors; th e people 
pay for the instruction of t.heir boys at a grammar 
8chool, numbering about lOO, 500 l. a year j 

libcral cont6blltions are also made to the Bxitish 
and ForeiCfll Bible Society, and to various local 
henevolent objeots. The Chnxoh Mission~ry 
Society supports, in Sierra L eone, --actheOloO'icad 
seJl.linarywith:6 ve students, a superior female ~iliool 
with 50 scholars, nine Europea.u missio1l9.lries,. 
and six natl.\'e ordMned assistant missionaries. 

5842. That i. the st"te of things at present?­
Yes. 

5843. The result of the statement that you 
bave just roade is, that the Churoh Missionary of 
Sierra Leone a.t this moment" is nearly self sup­
porting ?-Y as. 

58+!. Both the churches and sohools?-Yes. 
5845. And there is a fund for the natdYe pas­

torate which is gradually increasing?-Yes. 
5846. Will you now state w hM are the 01'01" ­

ti Oll.:l of the Church l\rfission in a.ni other ))art of 
the ColoDY of' Sierra L eone ?-Thel"e is a mission 
on the Bullom shore. 

5817. ,Yhat is the Society doing on tJ.:te Bullom 
shore ?-1 am not prepa.red to give pa,rticulars 
with regard to that mission. 

5~48. Is there a Cburch Missionary station at 
Quiah ?-Not at present. 

5849. Nor at Sherboro ?- Nor at Sherboro; 
hut in the T.imU1~lnee country there is one. 

58,;0. Do you know whether the inhabitants 
of Bullom speak a diifel'ent l angua~e. from those 
of Siel'nl. Leone?-The language of ~"ierra L eone 
is English; the language in BuUom is partly 
Tinlmanee, and pa.Ttly Soussoo. 

5851. 1'Vhat operations have the Cbuj"ch ]\![,is­
sions in other parts of the West Coast of Africa , 
- In the Yorubn. country, Badagry, L agos, 
Abbeokuta, and Ibadan, we have missions. 

5852. When did tbey fixst extend their mission 
to the Yorubn country ?-In tbe autumn of 1844; 
we prot.:eedcd from Sierra L eone to BadafFY' 
with the intention to proceed to Abbeokuta, but 
we were detained on the coast for 18 months. 

5853. What is your present establishment 
at Abbeokuta ?-The Yoruba Mission ,vas com­
menced in 184-i; it DOW comprises three chief sta­
tions; L agos, AbbeokutaJ Ibadan, and various 
out~stati:ons, 12 European missionaries, 5 native 
ordained missionaries, 42 other n3.tive teachers; 
native Christians between 4,000 and 5,000, com·· 
municanJs 1,054, 16 schools and 896 scholars. 
The contributions of the native Christians to 
relig ious aolld benevolent objects amount to more 
than 150 I. per annum. The people of La"os 
pay for tbe instruction of their boys at a gram~ar 
school, 25 in number, about 100 l. a year. The 
Sooiety supports.a theological seminary at A:bbeo­
kuta, where the people ~re taugbi English mathe­
matICS, and the Greek re6tament. 

5854. Sir Francis B aring.] When yon speak 
of the people of Lagos, do you mean the n"tives·? 
-Yes, the natives. 

5855. Chairo.an.l It is in this part of the 
Church l\Iission .. ry 1lociety's operations that you 
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have worked recently? - From 1852 to 1855, Rev. C. A. 
and until 1862. GoUmer. 

5856. How were the first operations of the 
Church Missionary Society in tbis part of t be 22 Ma.y 
world received by the natives?-We were well 1865. 
received ; aRd as the result of the beneficial effect 
upon the Colon)" of Sierra Leone, I may state 
that some of the Jiberated Africans retw·n to their 
.nati;,e country, !1Rd.stat,ewhat kindness they have %_. 
recerved frolu the English, and then the chIefs 
"nd people say, "Let these white people come 
to us; they are your friends and our friends;" 
especially tbe King of Abbeokuta said that.. 
,Vhen we arrived at Badagry we were well re­
ceived. Soon the influence of the sla ve trade .. · 
attempted to tum us out, but by the remon­
strances of Captain Y orke, of the " Albatross," 
we were enabled to maintain our position. 

5857. 1'\Tho were those slava tradera who at,. 
tempted to tum you out ?-It was principally 
D omingo ~lartinez, who was turned out from 
L agos and went over to the Brazils, returned and 
wished to settle at Badagry; but be stated tha.t 
so long as the English flag flew at Badagry he 
could not settle there, and· he snbsequently re­
moyed to Porto Novo. 

5858. "What is yom own particular station in 
this Yoruba Missioll ?-Ikiohi, at Abbeokuta. 

5859. That is Mr. Townsenel's atation is it not? 
- No; Mr. Townsend's station is at A bbeo-
kula. • 

5860. I s Mr. Townsend the head of the Yomba 
. Churoh Mission ?-Yos, because he..has been.t,here 

the longest. 
5861. Are you equally in. communication with 

tbe Sierra L eone Mission, or is there a· chief of 
the out mission at Y oruba?-W e consider our­
selves equal ; but 1\1l'. Townsend. has been there 
the longest. 

5862. GeneraUy speaking, the ohiefs and people 
were friendly to YOtu' settling, but the slave 
traders opposed to it?-TJie natives were very 
friendly, especially in. Abbeokuta; in. 1846 trus 
D omingo :Martinez sent messengers to Abbeokuta­
to open tbe road, and to persuade th.em to sencl 
down slaves. Mr. Townsend ""d Mr. Crowther 
availed themselves of this. opportunity to proceed 
to Ahbeokuta, but the messengers of the sla"e 
trader represented t.hat the missionaries were poor. 
white men, but that the slave. traders wouId supply 
tbem with anytbing they desired. The~ chiefs 
decided that those poor white men. should be re­
ceived hecause they belonged to the English. 
nation, who had liberated their oWdren ami 
allowed them to return to theu: native country 
free of expense. 

5863. This mission began before there wa~ even. 
SIn English consul at La~os, did it not ?-Yes. 

5864. So that your tnlssions had experience of 
that country before theJ:e was a:n.y consulate, sillce 
there has been a consulate, a.nd since the consulate 
has been turned into a government?-Yes. 

5865. Now, which oftbose three states:ofthings 
did the mission thrive most in; when there was 
neither consul nor governor, when there was a 
consul, or when there was a governor at :Lagos? 
-At first we had great diffioulty, and 'Ye Ileeded 
the protection of tbe squadron ; that is to say, 
on the coast; but whell nay friends proceedecl to 
tbe interior, to Abbeokuta, they were perfectly 
secure; more so than I was on the coast. 

5866. What years do you sf"ak of?-From. 
18~5 to 1850. 

5867. "Who .,,-ere your friends on the coast? 
-I was the only representative of the Chul"eh 

G G 3 Missionary 



238 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

Rev. C. A. MissionaFY Society at Badagry, but there was 
GoUmer. a Wesleyan missionary there. 
02 May 5868. Had you ever ",t Badagry to ask the 
, 865. protection of bhe fleef.?- Yes, 011 more than 0ne 

occasion; in faet, it was decided that we should 
be requested to leave. :>ome friends told us, 
and r had just time to write to Captain Yorke, 
a11d he most kindly came immediately, and asked 
the chiefs whether we resided at Badagry with 
their consent, and they said yes; he asked them 
whether we troubled <them ",t aU, and they said 

• no; he eaid," I only tell yon they are B,1tlsh 
subjects, and if you t rouble them you t rouble the 
Queen; . I am sent to protect tne subjects of Her 
Majesty, and if you injure any of those people I 
shall come and punish you for it." 

5869. After there was a consul establishecl at 
Lagos in 1851, did the mission find additional 
protection from the consul's presence ?-After 
taking possession of Lagos, there was of course a 
transition f,,llom a prosperous aiUd lucrartive slaye 
trade t.o lawful commerce, with its comparatively 
small and slow remunera.tion. This transition was 
connected with difficulties, and Y'ery soon the 
slave trade went do1vn; but after the British 
forces were removed, they endeavoured to regain 
then- position at Lagos, which created some dis­
turbances; then it was very desirable that there 
should be an adviser of tIle king "nd Native 
Government. I represented the matter to Ad-

./' miral Bruce, and a..l~o t,he importance of Lagos, 
and he sent shortly afterwards a vice-consul, but 
I am sorry to say that he was not the right man 
in the right place. The King of Dahomey had 
asked him to leave his territory, for some reasons, 
and at Lagos he sided rather against the king 
and the Native Government thau supported him, 
so that Admiral Bruce had to remove him again. 

5870. What date was that ?-·Th"'t was in the 
latteF part of 1852. 

5871: That was the date w heu tbis vice-consul 
sided against the native king?--Yes, the latter 
part of 1852 or the beginning of 1853. Then, in 
1853, we received a consul who was a more ex­
perienced man, namely, Mr. Campbell; and at 
the request of Captain Gardner, of the "Water 
Witch," I received him into my house, and he 
was my O'uest, with his secretary, for five weeks. 
r was only too thankful to be relieved of all those 
political troubles; and I pointed him out as Her 
Majesty's representative in all matters of dispute, 
and things went on favourably. After the first 
uneasiness, and the attempt of Kosoko to re­
establish himself at Lagos, tranquillity was re­
stored to a grefllt degree, and also commer:ce 
gradually flourished; the ' roads to Abbeokuta 
were opened, and abundance of provisions, palm 
oil, and cotton came down; and this state of 
things lasted until my return in 1855. 

5872. Who did you find was the consul when 
you came back in 1855 ?-Consul Brand and 
Consul H and; Consul Foote was the last. 

5873. Did Consul Foote keep th.ings in order? 
-We considered Consul Foote " very suitable 
man; a man of experience and energy. The 
roads to Abbe0kuta wene g.vadually opened as 
the first results from his administration. 
-5874. Consul Jiloote came from Abbeokufu to 
Lagos, did he not?-Yes, he visited Abbeokuta. 

58'/5. How long ,lid tbings go on uIlder Consul 
Foote ?-I:Ie was very soon removed. 

5876. Generally speaking, from that period 
until the English assumed the government, did the 
consulate satisfactorily keep the peace ?- As far 

a~ my knowledO'e goes, it did; we had always 
,t,ranquillity, at least as "!uch tranquillity as could 
be expected in a country like that. 

5877. More so th"'n since you have had a 
British Government at Lagos ?-I am sorry to 

. say that since Lagos has become a colony; we 
seem to have had more troubles. 

5878. How do you account for that; do you 
account for it by the different position the English 
have assumed in undertaking the government?­
In former ye .. rs the consul desired. to have magis­
~rial power, W1hich we felt the ,v,ant of very much; 
if they had had It we might have done well, but 
perhaps at present theFe is a little too much 
power. 

5879. Do you believe that Docemo could have 
neen maintained in his government with only a 
British consul at Lagos?-Yes, I quite believe 
so; because the British consul was always sup­

. ported by Her Majesty's naval officers. In 1852 
w'hen Consul Campbell was at my house, and 
Kosoko WIth tnousands of his followers was going 
to take Lagos, Admiral Bruce was sent with some 
gunboats to protect us. 

5880. What are your actual missionary stations 
now at Lagos? - One at Lagos, one at Abbeo­
kuta, and one at Ibadan. 

5881. Is there one at Badagry?-That is con­
sidered an out-station, 

5882. I s there one at Porto Novo ?-No, we 
have not been able to occupy it, because it was in 
possession of the French; the French declined to 
receive the missionaries. 

5883. Is there a missionary station at Palma or 
L eckie ?-N o. 

5884. We understand that the mission in tbis 
part of the wor-ld having its head quarters at 
Abbeokuta has not harnloniously co-operated ,vith 
the British Government at Lagos; can you ex:­

,plain how that is ?-I can ouly say that the mis­
sionaries have always been and are anxiot,ls to 

-support the Government in all good measures. 
5885. I s it that the mission find, or believe they 

find, that the operation of the British Govern­
ment thwarts their missionary proceedings ?-The 
operations of the British Government do not 

- thwart us; they support our missions; but there 
are certainly sometimes misunderstarndings arising 
from various causes. 

5886. From one cause or the other, should you 
say that you 1I0t on better with the British Con­
sul than you have with the British Government 
at Lagos? - I came away almost before the 
British governor arrived; but there were some 
difficulties at first, when Governor Freeman 
arrived. He thought that the Native Govern­
ment of Abbeokuta should .. t once come and pay 
him homage. The Assembly said, " 1'V e have 
not heard of your arrival." Aocording to the 
eti'1uette of the country, they a~e always told by 
messenger or letter; and Governor Freema.n, un­
fortunately, thought that the missionaries ouO'ht 
to have told the kin&, that it was his duty to s~nd 
a deputation to pay him due respect. 

5887. So that the misunderstandings have been 
pavtially on points of etiquette between the go­
vernor and the king?- Yes. It is my OpiniOIl 
that if the governor had stooped a little he would 

. have conquered simply by following the etiquette 
of the country; they are very particular in that 
respect. They were quite ready to receive him 
with honours. 

5888. Do you think there is a feelinO' that the 
occlIpation of Lagos by the British wO: a violent 

proceeding 1-
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proceeding ?-I am afraid it created a great sus­
picion that the next step would be that Abbeo­
kuta would be annexed also. T hey ar$ued thus: 
first, t.he English sent a consul to L agos, and 
they sent a governor, and deposed Docemo. 
Then when Consul Taylor was sent to Abbeo­
kutn ' they saiel, "Now the English want to 
do the same thing with Abbeokuta;" but that 
.imply arose beCl~use ~hey---",ere not properly 
informed of our IntentIons ; and that respect 
which tbey had expected had not perhaps been 
paid to tbem. 

5889. Do you tbink, then, tbat civil war might 
have been avoided 1 - The Government might 
have done a great deal towards it, if not avoided 
it· but it becrun before GG'Vernor Freeman ar­
ri~'ed. I th.i~ he might, by timely ~ean;!;, hav.e. 
prevented it, or that he might haveaone much 
to prevent it. 

6890. As it is, there is a very bi tter feeling 
which has sprung up betw:e~ tbe towDS, w~ch, 
under the influence of mIssIonary proceedings, 
in the former state of things, had been at peace 
onc with the otber?-Yes, quite so. 

5891. Were you in t he country when Porto 
Novo was bombarded 1-Yes. I visited Porto 
Novo in 1845, and obtained permission from the 
king to make an establishment at that time, but 
Our society had not sufficient men . 

5892. " 'hat do you understand to have been 
tho ground on which the town of Porto N ovo 
was bombarded ?-Commoclore Wilmot was the 
first officer who went up from Lagos, passing 
Bada,,-ry, to POl·tO Novo, to make a treaty with 
the mug of Porto Novo. On his second mission 
he succeeded in making the tren.ty; however, 
Bubsec/ucntly, thel disregarded tha,t treaty; in 
fact, t ley were gUllty of a breach of the treaty, as 
far as I am aware. 

5893. ,Vas a breach of the treaty the ground 
on which the bombardment took place 1 - I 
believe the principal r ea.on was because the 
King of P or to Novo would not open the road 
by the river, to allow commerce to come down to 
Lagos. 

5894. Did you say that P orto Novo is now in 
the French occupation 1-1t was. 

5895. But is it now 1-1 understand that it is 
not under the British protectorate; it is left 
alone for the present.. Governor Glover has re­
cently asked the king to shut np his creek for 
commercial transactions, in order to effectually 
blockade Abbeokuta, and the kiug, in simply a 
friendly way, has promised to do so. 

5896. I suppose that you bave heard t be recent 
news of tbe defeat of t he Abbeokutans with ihe 
a,",istance of the English ?- Yes. 

5897. Do you think that that opeus a prospect 
of peace now?-I am afraid not. 

5898. 'Why not 1-In the first place, it is well 
known all over tbe country tbat tbe King of Abbe­
okuta has been sincerely attached to E ngland for 
20 years, and that he has recei ved all Englishmen, 
Consul Beecroft, all the other consuls, and Her 
Majesty 's officers. C"'ptain Bruce was sent as , 
commissioner, and he said that he had the whole 
population of 100,000 people at his li ttle finger's 
end. All the missionaries were kindly received, 
and friendly rela.tions were existing all this time. 
Now a.ll R£ once t.hose vcry friends of ours have 
been defeated in this way, and it will have, I am 
a~raid) a very bad effect, not only on those very 
frIends but on others also' because a short 
time ago the King of .Tebu :u.gued in this way 
-the Government of Lagos has destroyed one 
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town, and to-mol'l:ow, perhaps, it may destroy 
anotber. 

5899. You think that the tendency of t.be late 
v~ctory will be mther to keep IIp a disturbed 
state of things?-It would bave been much better 
if those different parties could have been recon­
ciled by pacific measures, which I think, by per­
severance, miO"ht have been effected. 
~ 5900. You llave had experience in this part of 
the worlc1 for 20 ye"rs; do you consider the dis­
t urbed state of things during the last 10 yea.rs 
has undone, to a great e~tent, your work during 
the first to years?-Very much. We have lost 
several stations. Our work has been contracted, 
and we have been IDudelied i.n various ways. 

5901. ~'bat sho'uld you say is now the result 
of your 20 ye~.rs' work "pan t he nat.vos 1-The 
cha.nge is a very great One; it may be seen in. 
many res,pects. 

5902. Will you tell us t he leadin&" points in 
wbich you have succeeded 1-It may he seen by 
approaching t he large city of Abbecikuta, which 
Captain Burton says is 20 miles round, and is 
now surrounded by a much netter wall. Then 
the streets are improved, and some even may be 
used for ca.rts; then there is an im.provement in 
the houses of some of the natives and cbiefs, who 
have begun to copy our E uropean residences by 
making doors and windows, a.nd otherwise. 1\.1so, 
it may be seen inside their houses; they have 
more comforts, and they have a Jittle furniture; 
they are bett,er clad. 

5903. Do t hey begin to dress like Europeans 1 
-Many do; not the heathens, but those who 
come in connection w.ith Europea.ns, such as 
missionaries and merchants; formerly no one 
was allowed umbrellas or shoes, but now it is 
universal almost. 

590" . What information can you give the 
Committee with regard to many of tbe good 
effect-s of your mission upon the conduct of the 
na,tives; are human saCl"iDees and kidnapping 
less common 1- When we first arri"e(l at Abbeo­
k uta, in 1840, there was kidnapping; ill fact, 
they had no commerce except the slave to'ade; 
they could not obtain any European merchan­
dise but for slaves; but when lawful com­
merce was established at Badagry, and they 
carn-led the produce down to the coast on their 
heads, and they got European goods, _kic1napping 
gradually decreased, and a few years ago there 
was scarcely any kic1napping '-w"hatever, 01' scaxcely 
any exportation 01' selling of slaves; they have 
learnt to know tba(. it is more profitable to keep 
the slaves on the farms than to sell tbem. 

5905. The demand for slaves baving fal len off, 
and another commerce having sprung up, were 
the two causes, yon t hink 1-Yes; the price of 
slaves was enhanced 300 per cent. during my 
time in Abbeokuta. 

5906. Was that caused by the check given to 
the slave trade?- Yes, partly by the check to the 
slave trade, but especially by the legitimate COUl­

merce in pahn oil and other things; tbey have 
gjven themselves to attend to commerce as a 
nation. In 1846 they could only cultivate the 
produce of the ground around their towns on ' 
account of the insecurity, and because they bad 
no markets; but now they have farms for miles 
and miles, and there is abundance of produce of 
every description. 

5907. What is the produce 1-Cotton is indi­
genous, and ha.s been cultivated extensively. 
During these recent diffioulties we might have _ 
received thousands of bales of cotton; a large 
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<jIUantity o£l?ailm oils .. nd vegetable otis; heniceeel 
oil emd .mother superior oil. Then they ha"e the 
shea Dutter »nil indigo. 

59C!l8. Have human sacrifiees · iIim;nished?­
The fimst 15 years we we];e theue we had not h·eflTd 
of aony human saerifice, 60 much 80 ilhat we'- be­
l!ie·veGl it nad never been pFaetisecl among them; 
but duri-n~ those recent difficulties i·t nas oCQll1"red 
@n several! 0ccasioBS am0Bg the heathens, to ap­
'Pease t.heir gods. 

5909. IDo you mean that the disturhances of 
the ci"il war have led to the sacrifiee @f e"'F­
ti,-ves taken in war ?-Tney were not C3lpti'Ves 
taken in wa,r. On ene 0cca.sion I found tlha-tr1ihe 
sactl'ifice was bo.ughrt; a slave from the interior 
was purchased for the · purpose; prisoners of wa.r 
are maae domestic slaves or solO. 

5910. Whwt: has beeg your success in tl,is part 
of YOl'lr mission in the way 9£ _ educating the 
people, aud teaching them to ;read and write?­
l ¥" e have l)een, 1 may say, ve17Y successflil1; 20 
years ago we had not even an alphabet, .?ow we 
have the whole 0.· the Old Testament and a g,-eat 
prurt o~ the New Testament, a Prayer-took of the 
0hmch of Engl"'nd. and a h~m'" book and otheI 
school hooks, tr'l;Ils1ated and printed, which IDany 
of the nl1tives can re!)'<it. Our Sund'ay schools "'re 
",ttentted· h~ most of the adult popubtion who are 
converts, and w no are &nXlotls [lot only to read 
the Y oruna language, but also the English, ~aiD:­
guage. Our day schools are attended by native 
children, a.nd we instruot them in Y oruba and 
English. 

5911. Are there many n ·ative la.nguages or 
onlly one?-The Yoruba language is spoken b;r 
5,000,000 people aJ.I r01'lIld Abbeokuta, which ,s 
fhe capital of ome tribe of the Y oruba country. 

5912. If yot! get a missionary to understand 
that one language he can work in any pa,·t of tbis 
mission, can he ?-Re can go :five days to the 
west, to the 00rder of Dahome;y; six elays to the 
east, to iihe K-illo' (Df Ijaye; ne can go up to the 
borders of the Niger; all the people speaking 

- ~he Sl1me language, with very little difference of 
dialect. 

59I3. Do you believe that your preachers make 
themselves un<lerstoo<it 1-Thoroughly so; we 
have been -preachin&" in Yorliba f0r m.ruuy years. 
AlJi our serv5ces, and prayers, and hymns are in 
the Y oruba language. 

5·9~4 • . How fa'· have yo\!. succeeded in o0i';'ning 
nati ve agents in this pa.rt of your missi0n ?-,if{ e 
have sele0tecI from (Dur n a,ti"re converts nam've 
agents in <the -eaipacity of Scriptmre :veaders, a.nd 
wit hout knowing any English they have been a 
very vaiu",ble help to us. 

5915. Ca,n you state tha.t IOU have observed 
any difference in the habits 0 the natives in tllis 
pa,rt of your mission @wing Ito your w€lrk nhe:lfe; 
have they become more indust~ious, moral, and 
h0nest?-There is a very great difference mani­
fest in every respect between the ,heathen and 
the converted Chpistian. 

5916. In I'/hatJ?oint?-We bave converts ,,1.0 
have been gtlea.t kidnappers, murderers, and 
dlo1lnkarda, lilreaking almost every law; they h",ve 
been reclaimed., amd, they a-Fe Dew s(Dher, trntllluI, 
ana honest men, and an honour to soci'ety. 

5911. Do you find them tole.ahly intelligent? 
- Very much 80; wme more than others. 

5918. And capable of education ?-Perfectly 
so. 

5919. Wh",t should you say of them compared 
with the nati",es and the liberated negroes of 1lhe 
aRome race in Siena Leone ?----The on,ly difference 

iB this; that they h,,;e, I may say, an :E~nglish 
education in Sierra LeoJ;le, arid they are, in some 
res.:pectis, a little more Tefincu; but i~ other re­
spects our conve~'ts in. A:bbeokuta are superior, 
heing instructed 1n t.helr own l'anguage. 

6920. Do Y0U attempt no Engl~sh education in 
4\,bbeok;Ita·?-¥es, we teach both English and 
Y omha ill the schools, anilsome 0£ OUr adults even 
reail the English Bible, but many of them D6t 
understa.nding a word of English, we must, of 
course~ ~use tlm nati ve lang.uage. ' 

5921. You are_aware tbat many evil reporta 
-have been circulated agaillst the Sierra Leone 
n",tives, even those 1vb·o· bave been educated in 
the schools; are th~y, S3Jy, lazy, and more or less 
dish0rrest pe0l'le"; 00 you helieve that is a tru·e 
report?-The SieLTa Leone"Ul'aders "and emigrants 
al'e of two classes, namely, those who have re­
sided in Sierra Leone for a shod time, and ha.ve 
.nGt ceme under the influence of the Gospel, and 
hmve .-re:mrned to their ..:native country, or other 
parts oil the cnast; and again" those who haye 
longer resided ·in Sierra Leone; but nave never 
given up full), -thei. heatheJrlSh practic.s; now ·of 
£hose it is almost evideht .fb"'t Chri.ti!),n virfues, 
sl.!lch as trutMulness, s0Gerness, and honesty, can- ~ 
not lile expected, hut i", Clnistian traders, who 
are worthJ o'ff lIhe name, from my 2Q years' ex­
perience, I say, -without hesitation, I do t.h.ink 
that they bear a favourahle comparison with re­
g",rd to truthfulness, soberness, and honesty with 
other Europeat!. traders, and even some are ex­
amples to .theu' bellter educated !l!ll.d more highT!)' 
privilegecl European eompet,itor-s. 

5922. Bu,t ,,,,hich has heen the most successful 
system, the more r-efined system at Sierra Leone, 
or the native system a.t Ahbeokl1ta?-The native 
system at Abbeokutw answers our purpose wast 
better, beeause it is superior for our end; our 
end i£ to teach them the "Vord of God, which 
they understand much better in their owplan­
guage than OUt libera.ted African's could ever do 
at Sierra L eone, by means of the Ellglish language, 
of wh[ch they understand but litfle. 

5923. We have hearel of the Basle Mission 
..being vevy successfti!l in joining industrial edu­
ca~ioll to their hook e<itucation on the Gold Coast; 
have y\)il ".tempted anything of the sort at 
Abbeokuta, or Sier.:r.a Leone, t.o 3.[]y extent?.......o:: 
We haye at Abbeokuta. Mr. Townsend lias 

• formed -a printing establishment, which has been 
working for years, .,mlusively by the Abbco­

..kuban natives; at my stamon we have iDstrncted 
y0ung men as carpenters; we have young men 
'also :i.nstruoted in sawing boards, aud in other 
things. 

5924. Is it Y01>1· opinion th",t in educating the 
nwtives, this kind of industrial eduMtion should · 
be joi,nec1 to merely in1iclleotual trai'ning ?----.1'hey 
ShOl1ild go hand in hnnd, beoause our con,verta-re­
{fuilte im.provement. We require their labour; 
we lleqiuire carpenters, sawyers, and builders, and 
others who ruFe oompene)lt, ~ve mstl)llct for native 
teachers. 

5925. Do you O"et manr local contributions 
tewa,rds the Church woik in the nejO"hbotlrhood 
of Abbeokuta?-The converts are y~ry liberal; 
we have bad Church missionary mee'tings, and 
the WesleY8JDS have also had meetings, and we 
have received contributions, from 6 d. up to 30 s. 
or 40 s. 9piece, to the amount of 151. or 20 L, at 
va.rious meetinO's; they a:lso give us materials and 
their labour in buliding churches and in repairing 
the churohes aud mission houses. 

5926. Do you hope to make the Ahbeokutan 
M~ion 
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mission self supporting, as you have made the consul in the Bjght of Bcnin ?-Yes; the consul Hev. C. A. 
Sierra L eone mission?-,V" e hope so, very soon; at Fernando Po is the nearest. G ollmer. 
they are already paying for educating their chil- 5939. They would get through him, if neccs-
,Iren. Bary, the protection of the fleet ?-Yes, but they 2 2 Illay 

5927. I understand you to sar you think that, bave no means of communication. I BG5. 
under the consulate, your miSSIon throve better 5940. Are the tribes around them P aga.n or 
than under the governorship. SUppOSiD~ tha~ on })I!a.homec1an? - They are Pagan principally; 
the cessation of the slave trade the En&hsh wlth- hJgher up the country they axe :Wlussulmaus. 
drew altogether from L agos, do you tbink your 5941. Comparing the two .... which have you 
mission could be maintainedw ithout them?- Our found ruost fi1enaJyt o your mission ?- T he Pa-
mission was carried on in Abbeokuta, unsupported gans ; the NLussulmans ate our deoided enemies. 
by any Government help. . 5942. Have you had any effect at all on any 

5928. Except the fleet?- Thatwas on the coast. of the Mussulman trihes ?-I t is vel")' difficult to 
The fl eet could not protect the missionaries tJlree gain a,ny of them; they consider themselves 
days in the interior. Our frieJ?-ds in AJ:beohllta superior even to Christians, and on one occasion 
were in perfect safety compa,ratlvely, w"hilst I , on one of them attempted my conversion. 
the coast, was exposed to the inllY.en«e of -t!l.e 5943. ·What are the courts of justice .t Ab-
Blave t,·.de. ~ - __ heokuta ?-Abbeokuta is composed of ahout 130 

5929. So that you were very much in the posi- townsh:i,ps , which about 40 years ago were so 
tioD then that the m.ission would be if the E nglish many sepa,rate t.owns all over the country, but 
Government were to withdraw altogether ?-Yes, through the slave trade and slave wars they were 
with regard to tile interior only, that the Govern- destroyed, and the remnant took refuge at Ab­
roent conld make its influence felt iu the interior, beokllta, WhICh means (( under the lock;" so 
for good or f01" bad. . called from an enormous block of granite; and 

5930. Do you think that the Abbeokutan mis- - so Abbeokuta gradually arose. Tbose 130 town­
sion could maintain itself if the English withdrew ships have each a separate local establishment; 
froUl Lagos ?-I believe so; but at the same time they bave a court of law, where the chief of t.he 
the Government might greatly support and help township resides, and some of his elders and 
the mission work by friendly intercourse with the councillors, and one is appointed as judge; cases 
natives, and by opening up the country. a.re regularly heard, witnesses are called in, and 

5931. In order to do -that., do you think their evidence tn-ken; fines are imposed, and costs are 
policy must be morc coneibatory or more success- paid. 
ful than hitherto?-That is my opinion decidedly, 5944. Pl"actically speakinO", do those native 
because the natives in tha.t country will not be courts of justice administer the law successfully? 
coerced at all; a kind word will go a grea,t - Successfully in their way, it 3JDSWers tlheu'l)U1'-
way. pose. 

5932. Can you give the Committee any infor- 5945 . As between the natives which was, in 
mation of the missionary establishment on the your opinion, the most successful administration 
Niger ?- Yes. The N iger mission was CODl- of justice; that of the nn.tive courts, such a-s you 
menced in 1857, and has been wholly carried describe, or that of the British COUl·ts, for in­
on by native teachers; it now comprises three stance, art Sierra Leone ?-The British Christian 
etations, Akagsa, Ouitsha, and the Confluence ; Courts must, of course, be very far superior, 
three native ordained ministers, 11 other native more desirable, and more improving; they are 
teachers, 170 native Christians, 66 communicants, learning from the Europeans in all those 
3 schools, and 52 schol arB. mat,ters. 

5933. Was this N iger mission established hy 5946. But it might be possible that the ad-
the assistance of 1\11". 1\:l'Gregor La,lL"d ?-Yes, ministration of a, very supetior kind of law might 
it was established by his nssistance j he gave a. not be so well adapted to the natives, as their 
passage to l\Ir. Crowther and to the Society's own law courts ?-Some of the Bl'it-ish laws come 
agents. into conflict with the native manners and customs 

5934. Mr. Crowther is DOW the consecrated of COllrse, especially with regard to the holcl'ing 
bishop of nll the teITitol~es on the West Const of slaves as property. 
not under the English Government, is he not?- 5947. Do you think that at Abbeokuta, merely 
Yes. from what they have heard, they are a.dopting 

593-5. Now, with regard to nil'. n1'Gregol' any of the English Jaws or proceedings ?-The 
Laird, when his connection with the Goyern- converts have now got such influence, tha.t it is 
ment ceased, did the N igel' mission receive a felt in every department. One of the converts 
check?- The natives were very much disap- is now chief wan;or, and he exercises a great..in­
pointed; they had no opening to the coast, aod fiuence at Abbeokuta. A gre",t captain of war 
consequently they suffereu very much from the be is called; t.he converts are jistened to by the 
want of means, the natives not ha.ving any mar- native Government, and very often theil' ad,ice 
ket for their produee. is taken, a.nd peaceable measures are proposed 

5936. How have the missionaries bcen received in consequence. 
b.\" the chiefs in the neigbboLU'hood ?-In a very 5948. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] What is the 
fnendly manner. nature of the native Government of Abbeokuta; 

5937. Do you suppose that the missionaries is there anyone head?-About 50 years_ago 
require no protection to carryon their mission, there was a regularly constituted Goyernment 
and that the only thing they want is means ?- for tbe wIlDIe of the Yoruba country; all those 
Hitherto they have not been molested; but they different provinces wel'C provisional Governments 
st~nd ~uch in need of facilities of communication under oue great king; they b~c:1me gradually 
With. eltber Lagos or Siena Leone, and then independent, and so many republIcs. Abbeokuta 
ad~ltional protection would of course facilitat.e was for years a republic, until some few years 
their objects. ago, when they elected a king called .AJake, but 

.5938. In ense of t.heir requiring protection at he died since my return to tills country t.wo years 
thIS moment, they would naturally resort to the a.go. 
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Is there any king now?-No suooessor 5960. That circumstance must have happened 
as yet on account of the war. since you left?-Y es; but I do not see how the 

5950. What is the position of the basharun?- Abheokutans could make such a claim; they 
He 1S now in t~e place of t he vice~os; he is the never, in my time, enterta.ined any idea of the 
chief comma,nder both in military and civil mat- kind. 
tel's, being an old clllef, and a most influentiial 5961. Then, if it has happened, as we are in-
and powerful chief. formed in our despatches, you are not aware of 

5951. What are the rel",tions between the it ?- No, I an.> not aware of it. 
basha.run ",nd the waF chiefs on the one side, who 5962. With regard to the native war between. 
have been-;n the call1ps, and the ehiefs and elders the Egbas ana the Ibadans, when did it be:;;in1" 
at Abbeokuta on the other?-It is simply the re- -I believe it was in 1861, if I am not mistal<eny 

l~tion bet\veen general and colonel; thelle is as and it a.rose from s~me little differences between 
genera.Jissimo, the basharun; but acpena means the King or chief of ljaye, and the King of Yo­
the king's counsellor; that was the title given him ' ruba, and the chiefs at Ibada; the young l-;ng at 
ye"rs a~o, when he aspired to be kino-; to satisfy Oyo felt aggrieved with a chief at Ijaye, who 
him, t.lns title was given to him, but he has been wa$ formerly an officer of his rather; he wished 
""'ptain of' war for many ye",rs; he bas for year~ him to submit to his authority; then Ibada had 
been the principal war captain or general; all the some grievances, the particulars of which I can­
other captains are captains of their townships, but not state; they were yarious; in fact, they can 
they are captains under the bash •. run . make anything they please a casus bell~ 

5952. Are you aware that the Lieutenant 5963. Was there not a very peculiar question 
Governor of Lagos complains that he can find of succession to the throne, the old party requir­
no one authority to deal with, and that after ing that the elder son shonld, according to the 
arranging with the bashal'un and his war chiefs good old custom, be sa0rificed on his father's 
in camp for a treaty of peace, he has been in- death, and the reforming pa.ty wishing to change 
formed th"t the elders a.nd chiefs at Abbeokuta that law?-Th .. t was the case in £ormer years, 
are the masters of the basharun, and that JjiB but the father of the present king evaded this 
arrangement made with the basha,run had been by removing to this town, where he was now­
thrown overboard, and his efforts for peace made called after the old capital of Oyo; thell this.old 
utterly fruidess 1-1 am not aware of this par- king yielded to· his old officer at ljaye; there 
ticula.r instance, but it is my expe-rience that the were some personal disagJJeements among them. 
civil ruler may sometimes not only influence but On the death of the father his san succeeded, 
even ovenule the decision of the captain of war; and he wished tha.t this old chief should acknow­
in fact in times of peace the captain of war is ledge hiro, which the old chief did not do, if I 
inferior, he is subordinate to the civil govern- uudeL"stand right1r. 
ment; those elders are t,he counsellors of the king, 5964. The war b~~an before the British occu-
but in time of war, as it is in other countries, the pation of Lagos ?-x es. 
captains of w.a.r have the chief authority. . 5965. The occupation of Lagos had no con-

5953. This anomalous kind of government must neotion with it whatever ?-None. 
increase the difficulty of negotiating with the 5966. Do you recollect the despatch of Consul 
Egba.s, must it not ?-Quite so. . Foote, in which he info,rms the Foreign Office of 

5954. Will you tell -the Committee who the the beginning of this war, and in whieh he pre­
OgbOlli are? - So f",r as I know, they are the dicts exactly what has taken place; namely, that. 
CQuntel'part of Freemasons; they a,re a secret it would probably last for several years, desolate 
society; DO one knows what they are exoept the coun:bry, ~nd destroy trade ?-I am not aware 
those who are initiated. of that. 

5955. They have great political power, ha.ve 5967. The River Ogun has been for some time 
they not?-Yes, o-reBot political power; they know closed to trade, has it not ?-It has been open. 
each other by sh~ting hands with the left hand, for many years; recently.it has been blockaded, 
aud by certain signs ; they have to swear to be or rather closed; the native government at Ab­
faithful, but the object is to do good to the beokuta found it necessary to close it, because 
country. 'iYhen we sent some of our messenael'S many of their young men j.nstead of going to the 
to Abbeokuta, the first thing they did was, they camp would go <lown to the cQast to trade; and in 
seized the man and canied him to their Ogboni the end not to frustrate thell" object in making 
house or hall on the hill, and swore him in not to war, they were cOD1pelled to closc the road; it 
deceive them. was not from any bad feeling against the Euro-

5956. Calll you tell the CODlmittee who the peans, but simply a protective measure on their 
aepena is 1- That is the title of the judo-e; in pa.rt. . 
every cou~t of law there is an acpena~ who, 5968. But the result has been that little or no 
after hea.ring the evidence, decides, -and imposes produce has come down fl.·om the interior to L~O'Q'S 
a fiue. by theri:vex?-Yes. 

5957. The acpena would be an authorised 5969. And that the trade and revenue of La"'o. 
high official of the Egba government?-Yes; has been seriously injured?-Yes. <-

but they are local magistrates who have a voice 5970. You are aware that tha.t bein" the case, 
in the nart~onal Q.~uncil;. it is an op.ell. assembly the Government at Lagos has been ve~y anxious 
where all mfiuentraol men have a vorce and may to open seme other trade ro~dinto the interior?-
say something. Yes. 

5958. Do you know the acpena of Itor'''?- 5971. And with that view they have endea,-
I do not think I do. voured to open the road by way of Ikorodu and 

5959. Are you aware that the aopena lately lb..dan ?-I am aware of it ; I myself, in 1852, 
paid a visit to the Lieutenant Governor of Lagos, subsequently endeavoured to epen that road vici 
during which he put forwar" a claim on the part Ikorodu to Ibadan; I sent messen"ers to the 
of the ~gb"" to the possession of the whole of king, who .',:as ·the rightful own~r gf Ikorodu. 
the terntory on tl,e Lagoon ?- No, 1 never heard When I VlSlted Ikorodu on the first occasion I 
of that. was received friendly; on the second occasion 

I was 
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I was maltreated by the party connected with the 
slave tr.ders there, and I could not succeed. Our 
miSs.lODaries in Ibadan endeavoured to open the 
road peaceably down to the coast, il.nd they coul,l 
not succeed, because the J ehus never allowed this 
road to be opened for any one but for themselves. 
The Ibadans never came down to the coast. The 
J chuB in former yeal1s took E uropean goods, to­
bacco, rum, powder and l!!..uskets, nnd carried 
them to Ibac1an, purcbased slaves and brotl /Oht 
them down to !.korodu, or -sold the,m, or carned 
them over to L agos; so they w ished to keep 1lhis 
roaLl to tbemselves. 

5972. But the I badans are most anxious to "et 
access to the coastaud to L agos byway of lkoro~u, 
arc they not 1- I believe ihat there is_" small 
party oi' the Ibadans \I"ho are anxio~ to engag.e 
m ('ommerce; in met mnny of tbem.. used to--come 
to Abbeokuta and trade with the Abbeok""Utans, 
the .Abbeokutan people going to Jbadan ",nd 
trading witb them. But many of the people in 
Ibadau nre warriors; they live principally on wa.r 
and selling slaves~ and they have not been f.volU­
able to commerce. 

5973. Do you mean to say tha.t the Ibadans 
would not now be ready to make peace if the 
Egb •• would make it 1-\Ie had bo);ed that 
pence would be made a short time ago; Governor 
Gluver went to the camp of the Egbas, and was 
friendly received, and they allowed him to explain 
himself; he waS satisfied with the camp of tbe 
Abbeokutan.; he said, I will ,nthdraw the pro­
tection from Ikorodu or do what you think: rightJ 
hecn,usc the Ikorodus ha\e made several attempts 
Oil the Abbeokutall camp; they have carried away 
se,eral hundred people as slaves and killed a good 
mallY, especially onc superior chief j moreover 
they hu ve, against the desire of the King of J ebu, 
n~~iRted the lbadans in war against Ijaye and the 
Abbeolndnns, and J ebus combined by fUl'rusbing 
them with ammunition, and for thosc l'easons Jebu 
wi.hed to punish Ikorodu . T his was explained 
tIl (To vernor Glover, and (I can only speak from 
hearsa),) he ""id "Only mal,e baste; only let us 
ha \'e the roads opened and commerce restored.!) 

5974. His great object being to l'estore peace? 
-Yes. 

5975. Are you ·aware 'tbat the King of J ebu 
is no longer an enemy of lkorodu, that the Lieu­
tenant Go,-ernor has succeeded in inducing Iko­
rochl to make submIssion to its hlowful king" an.d 
that at present the only enemy of Ikorod1,1 IS 

tlle Egba army 1-I nnclel"st.wd that the King 
of J ebu wishes to be reconciled to 1korodu; 

5976. But are you aware that Jkol"odu has 
been induced by tne Lieutenant Go,ernor to 
make submiEsion to its king, as a step towards 
the pacification of the neighbouxhood ?-I have 
not particulars l'espectino- this. 

5977. You have sai~ that the Lieutenant 
Goyernor's yisit to the EO'ba camp aflcH'ded a 
good prospect of peace ?-Yes. 

5978. And that the basharun and war chiefs 
expressed tb emselves I'eady to make peace?­
Yes. 

5979. But a.re you aware that that hope was 
not fulfilled, 'L.l1d that t he authorities at Abbeo­
kuta expressed themselves to the Lieutenant 
Goyernor in a very different tone ?- I was not 
aware of such a thing; what I heard was, that 
Governor Glover was disappointed because the 
Egbas conld nQt take Ikorodu in six weeks, and 
commerce be established, as he hoped. It is not 
80 easy to take a native town. The war lasting 
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longer than he hoped waR partly the cause in Rev. C. A. 
changing bis policy . GaUmer. 

5980. In short, he failed in hi. pacific efforts? 
-I do not know how far peaceful effol"ts have •• May 
been made. I have been t here two years while 1865. 
the war has lasted, and scarcely anything peace· 
f ul was done by the L ago.s Governo.r. 

5981. Are you not aware that the Lagos 
Go.verno.r has acldres.sed himself severa,l times to. 
bo.th parties,' especially the Egbas, with a view to. 
peace ?-Some of the drief. w ho yery anxiously 
wished to make peace, were not supported by tbe 
Government. 

5982. The Government may not ha.ve wisheel 
to. negociate thro.ugh private individuals? - [ 
should say that peace, by whomsoever made, 
whether by the missio.naries 0.1' the chiefs, Dr o.ur 
Government, is desirable. 

5983. What obj ect could the Government have 
had but to restore peace ?-I do not belieye that 
theyb ad any other obj ect but peace and commerce; 
0.11ly with the native coercive meaSlu'es will have 
a mo.st co.ntrary effect, whilst a kind wo.rd, Dr 
begging (as they call it), will go. a great way 
o.nly in tpe presence o.f the govel'nment at Lago.s; 
we co.uld do. no mOl'e; in fact, it was no.t our place. 
The missionaries did as much as t hey could, till 
t he tbing had proceeded too far; bn t if the 
Governor bad used his aut.hority, I think he might 
have had more effect. 

5984. What coerciYe measures ha,ve been used 
by the Govemment of Lagos ?-They defeated 
the Abbeokutans before Ikorodn recently. 

5985. Just now ?-Yes. 
5986. B ut <luring the last few years, when the 

war has beenTaging, what coercive measures have 
been used by the O'overnment of Lagos ·?- N one 
against the Abbeo~ntans, but ag!tinst the ICing 
of J ebu; Epe has been bombarded, and Ijaye 
has been destroyed. 

5987. There was that isolated expedition 
against Epe; but the King of 1jaye was then 
the enemy of the Egbas; so that that would haye 
tended to. peace, if anything, would it not?-I am 

, not aware that he was an enemy. 
5988. But without meaning to imply, or wish­

ing you ' to imply, that all the acts and words of 
the government o.f Lagos were discreet and pru· 
dent, you do not doubt that their object was to 
bring about the pacificatio.n of the neighbow'ing 
co.untry 7-1 have no. hesitation in sa.yin~ that 
the peace of the country and the establiShment 
of commerce was the object. 

5989. Yon are aware that the town of lkorodu, 
on the L agoon, which was on the point of being 
destroyed by the Egbaa, is of very vital import­
ance to the trade of Lagos ?- It has been to the 
slave trade o.f grea.t importance for lllany years; 
and no doubt it might have been made of import­
ance as much as any other town o.n the coast, 
simply as a medium of trade fro.m the interior, 
passing on by wa~er to Lagos, but no.t more than 
other towns, 1 thmk. 

5990. You are aware that the Lieuten&nt 
Governor had cntu:ely failed in avel'tiog the de­
struction of Ikoro.du, a.nd inducing the Egba army 

. t.o retire by persuasio.n ?-1-Ie gaye them first 
permissio.n to. chastise Ikorodu, but subsequently 
he changed his policy, I believe, because his object 
in opening the roads was delayed longer than he 
wished; and I helieve tbe chiefs a,t Ijaye and 
others wished him to assist Ikorodu against the 

H H 2 Abbeokut.ans, 
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Rev. O. A. Abbeokutans, which he did, hoping that he would 
Gal/TIler. be successful. 
2' May 5991. And probably also oecause he lIad been 

, 865. suceessful in 'bringing ",bout peace between Tko. 
rodu and its lawful king, the King of J ebu ?-I 
am not aW",Fe of that. 

5992. !lut in any cnse his object was to induce 
them, by threatening the Egba army, to retire from 

. the neighbourhood of the Lagoon?-rhelieve that 
was his object, auel in oreler to gain his purpose of 
opening the road for commerce into the interior 
of Ibad",n. 

599,3. Anel probably he was anxious to prevent 
the triumphant army from establisWng itself on 
the Lagoon close to the colony of Lagos ?-That 
is a rooral and physical imp0ssibility; the people 
of Abbeokuta are too intelligent to commit them­
selves to such an outrage, ",nel it is physically 
impossible, because, though they have upwards of 
1,000 canoes by wWch they hve brought down 
palm oil and cotton for many years, they have not 
a single waor canoe; they are n0t w~rJji0rs on 
water; moreover, Lagos is separated from the 
continent by a large sheet of water, ",nd protected 
not only by the gunboats but by soldiers, so that 
nothing less than madness could induce them 'to 
make the attempt; it never entered their, minds. 

5994. Are you awan:e that nothing would lu­
duce the EgbaE to spare Ikoroelu, and that the 
basharun gave notice to the Governor that he 
would stay before it for thr ee yeal's if necessary? 
I am not. 

5995 . You are not aware, either, that some of 
the authorities ot' Abbeokuta have given the 
Goverllor notice that they have very extensive 
claims ip.deec1 on the shore of the Lagoon, in­
cluding some of t.he Lagos territory itself?­
I never heard of it. 

5996. F"'om Porto Novo to Benin ?--I never 
heard of it. 

5997 , If that has happened, it has been since 
you left ?-I can never uuderstand them, because 

--Lagos was always an independent kingdom; there 
were only friendly relations between Lagos and 
Abbeokllta. 

5998, Si,o Prancis Baring.] 'When were you 
, at Lagos ?- From 1852 to 1855, 

5999. Durino. that time can you tell me what 
was the state of Lagos; was life tolerably safe? 
-At first we had a good many liM:le disturbances 

.. on account of the slave traders; they were e:x:­
pelled, and theu they gradually stole back ag",in, 
and tlley endeavoured to re-establish the slave 
trade, but by the protection of' our ships of war 
'Ye ll1aillt~ined our position. 

6000, But more lately, when you were there 
after the first difficulties were conquered, was life 

- in danger?-I was never ill fear; I was in per­
fect safety 80 far as I know, 

6001. But were many of the Europeans lllur­
derecL ?-.N ot Qne, to my knowledge. 

because they had more oil than they eould take' 
but tWs Hambuigh merchant said he would tak~ 
it, and see wllat could be done to encourage it; 
so gradually. legitimate comme1;'ce increased. 

6004. W a~ that improvement in commerce 
afterw:>rds or befeFe Kosoko was removed by the 
English squadran ?- We had a good deal of le­
gitimate commerce at Badagry; then the Ogun 
·wa. blockaded by Kosoko, and they could not 
make use of that river; there was no one at 
Lagos who would buy either cotton or oil, or 
any produce, but tbe Abbeokutans carried their 
produce on their heads, in caravans of 500, pro­
tected oy an armed escort, down to Bada~ry. 
There were English and native merchants ~vho 
bought oil and other produce until the year 1852, 
when Lao-os was taken. 

6005. 'Was the trade of Badagry removed 
to Lagos ?- Very much of it was removed to 
Lagos. 
. 60~6. Now, witih regard to the courts of jus­

tlee, It has been stated th.,. there was no getting 
justice at Lagos; do you agree with that state­
ment ?-I had never any cause to appea,' in any 

'court of justice, so I cannot say; but I never 
had any complaint to make of not getting re­
ill·ess. 

6007. But did you ever hear amy just com­
plaint of decisions being bought and sold ?-I 
have heard of complaints, but whether those 

. complaint.s were just or unjust I am not pre­
pM'ed to say, because there are always two sides 
to a question. 

6008. Did tihe consul interfere in cases where 
~there was injustice done to the British ?-The 
consul generally strongly recommended the king 

. to see justice done. 
6009, In case a British subject was injured; 

the consul would feel it his duty to interfere, 
would he not ?-Qul.te so. I am not awa,re of 
one justa.nee where any European has been in­
jured, where he has not got re(lress more or 
less. • 

6010. That is to say, where he was entitled to 
redress ?- Yes. 

6002 , Nor any murderous attack made on 
them ?-Not at Lagos; only one European was 

. murdered, and that was 20 years ago, at Bac1agry, 
by some agent of the King of Porto Novo, at an 
isolated station on the coast. 

6003, Now, with regard to trade. Trade wa~ 
very much checked by the putting an end to tihe ' 
slave trade, but it gradually rose, I suppose?­
At first there was no legitimate commerce at all; 
but I remember when a Hamburgh merchant 
bought the first oil at Lagos, and the first bale 
of cotton; o,11el an English merchaut kicked it 
away in m~ presence a-s not worthy of notice, 

6011, Now, wlth regard to the slave trade 
(whether it was Akitoye' 01' Docemo), do you 
believe that-they encoui'aged 01' connived at-the 
slave trade ?-N ot during my time. After Lagos 
was taken, in 1852, there was only one instance 
whel'e an European, of the name of .Amade, con­
Jointly with a nat."e, was guilty of a breach of 
the treaty with regard to conniving at the slave 
trade; they sent in a canoe of 20 slayes to 
Domingo Martinez, to Porto Novo: but the 
King of Porto Novo, being fi;ieneliy with King 
Akitoye, sent to inform him of what had taken 
place. The king then consulted me about it; 
I said, H You have the senior officer, tell him 
what has taken place." lIe did so; the semor 
officer recommended him to expel the European 
and to fine the DRltive., which was done accord­
ingly. This was considel'ed gross injustice, and 

f many complained of expelling the European; 
but the king was bound to keep the treaty. 
I am not aware of any other insta.nce of tne slave 
trade, or conniving at the slave trade, in my time 
at Lagos, 

60l2. They did not fine the European ?-They 
expelled hlm from the country. 

6013. You have been asked whether those 
liberated Ai rican boye educated at Sierra Leone 
were not bad labomers; now, what do you say 
of the Europeans settled an the coast: perll.pe 

it 
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it would be pleasanter for you if I read you an 
extract, and asked you if you thought it a false 
statement or a tnlC one: "The absence of all 
moral restraint, the temptations to dishonest and 
unfair dealing whioh exist in trading with jgno­
rant natives, and the pernicious influences of the 
slave trade, have all contributed to proquce a 
very loose standard of moral charaoter amongst 
the mercantile agents establi~d on certain parts 
of this coast. There are no douht ma.n y horrour·· 
able exceptions to this rule, but office~s of long 
experience Oll the st,l,tion have testified to the 
frequent scandals caused by the want of priuciple 
an(l disreaard of honesty shown by many of the 
rc.:;ident traders, and to the mischievous effects 
lwoduced thereby upon t he mind of t he))at,ives 
by encouraging them in dishonest pr~tice ar;!cL 
by debasing in their eyes the character of- the 
English merchant." Are yon prepared to con­
tradict tbat ?-I run sorry to say that my expe­
rience coincides with much that has been now 
stated by you. 

601... Now, with regard to this war with 
Abbeokuta and Ibadan, do you remember Cap­
tain Bedingfield going to Abbeokuta i-Yes. 

6015. That was , 'ery soon after 1861, was it 
Dot ?-Yes, I saw him there. 

6016. lIe has written an account of his iu­
ten'iew with the authorities of Abbeokuta 7-
Yes. JJ 

6017. It is cl!tted 16t,h November 1861, and 
is written from Lagos: "The war palaver is 
sti ll , I fear, far from being brought to a finish, 
aB tbey seem about equally matcbed, and without 
some intervention neither pa.rty Jike to given in. 
Theil' statement of t.he commencement and pro­
wess of the war seems to be sm:ai~htfol' ;warc1J as 
tar as one can judge, hearing one side only. 
They state that they have been always anxious 
for peace; t hat it was not until after rthe Ibadans 
had taken two or three of their towns in their 
elldea YOur to form a junction with Dahomey, 
with 1he declared illtention that as soon as. they 
had conquered t he Ijees tbey "'ould come on to 
attack Ahbeokuta; tbat they were driven in 
common prudence to take the :field, and that 
they have come to the determination to drive the 
Ibadru.ls beyond their limits, iu order that they 
mny liye -in security, and return to theu peaceful 
occupations. There is no doubt, I think, that 
the King of Dabomey has much to do with the 
war; he sends la.rge presents to the Ibac1ans and 
also Ijees; the latter informed the Abbeokutans 
of the fact, and that Dahomey'. army marched out 
the last dry season to join the I badans, if possible, 
in order to attaok Abbeokuta; they were pre­
-:rented by a severe visitation of small-pox, oblig­
mg them to return." Does your recollection 
agree with that ?-That quite coineic1es with 
what [ have heard from the authorities iu Abbeo­
kuta. 

6018. D o you believe, in fact, that the Ibadans 
w~r~ in communicatiou. with Dahomey and re­
CelYlng money from him to attack the Abbeo­
kutans ?-It is so stated, and messengers have 
been repOl·ted as ha "iug been seen at lbadau at 
the time. 

6019 . Now, to cOllle a little later, I believe 
Goyernor Glover weut to the Errba camp and 
made certain arrangements with the ~gbas; 
what .were those engagements or promIses?­
PCl"llllt me rather to refer this question to my 
colleague, who was at Abbeokut" at the time, 
the Rev. M.r. Buhler, who is present. I was not 
on the spot. 

0.39. 

6020. We have had some evidence about t he 
want of attention to agriculture; have the Co~ 
lonial Government done anything iu the way of 
promoting agriculture that you know of?-I am 
n?t aware that any encouragement has been 
gIven. 

6021. Do you not think"hat it mirrht be bene­
ficial if the Government were to pro~ide in some 
way Or othe, the agriculture of the country by 
tbe ~ntroduction 0"1' D:ew plants ?-1I1y obserya­
tiona only refer to Lagos. I quite believe t hat 
great assistance and encouragement miO""ht be 
given to agricultul'e in general. e 

6022. D o you happen to have the opinion of 
Sir William H ooker by you ?- Yes. I have here 
an extract of '" letter from Sir William H ooker 
to the Rey. Henry Venn, da.ted 24th March 
1865, in which he says: "You state most cor­
rectly th",t all attempts to introduce useful plauts 
have failed for want of a model farm and bo­
tanical garden. I have, first and last, often at 
great expense, sent vVa.dian cases, filled with 
rare and comnlercial pla.nts, by Queen's ships, 
merchants,' and the West African mail steamers ; 
l iterally all to no purpose, for want of knowing 
how to manage them." The missionaries have no 
time to attend to those things; the merchants do 
not think it tb.eil' province, and there is no oue 
else to do it. 

6023. Do the merchant" subscribe much to 
your schools, and to obj ects'of tbat kind?-,;V e 
do receive a contribution now and then; some of 
them have been liberal. 

6024. Those resident in the settlement, I 
mean; I do not mean the me·rchants in England? 
- No, in Sierra L eone especially, and a few at 
L agos; I have myself received contrioutions; and 
at Abbeokuta also. 

6025. H a" ing lived there a long time, what do 
you say ·with regard to the future prospects of 
civilizing Africa: do you consider tha,t it should 
be done by European settlements, or should it be 
done, ! do you t hink, by enabling the negro 
himself to become independent and to govern 
himsolf? - I think they require simply to be 
educated; they themselves axe quite ready for 
civilization, especially tbose tribes whom I have 
come into contact wit.h. 

6026. Do you t hink that the Abbeokutans, for 
inst.ance, are able to manage their own affairs, 
without having a consul or a governor, to order 
them about ?-They have managed their own 
affairs for many years; but a judicious and ex­
perienced. consul no doubt might give them goocl 
aclvice, and direct their attention to various chan­
nels of commerce, and other things, which would 
greatly improve them. 

6027. That is, confining himself to advice, and 
not giving orders ?-Advice sometimes in a. con­
sul amounts to orders. 

6028. ,;Vb en the occupation of Lagos took 
place iu 1861, was the result of it such as to 
produce a very bad effect at Abbeokuta, and do 
you think that it extended to any considerable 
distance; has it produced a want of confidence In 
British good farith, and an impression that Eng­
land was inclined to take possession of those 
PQiuts on the coast which might benefit their 
trade, without much reference to humanity or 
auythlu O' else j I do not ask you whether that 
was a· l'ight 01' wrong impression, but was that 
impression confined to Abbeokuta, or did it ex­
tend elsewhere ?-I am not aware thatit extended 
beyond Abbeokuta, not having any intercourse 
with other influential tribes in the iuterior; Ab-
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heokuta w&s, as it were, shut up at the time; 
hut we knew that the native government at Ab­
beokuta were very much all'ald that they would 
one day Jose theil: own country, and that was 
partly the reason why Consul Taylor was not re­
ceived; pa,rtly because they had not, as they 
said, been properly informed. 
. 6029. They are very particular about all mat­

ters of form ?-They are very particular about 
them, especial! y in time of w",r. 

6030. Have you any correspondence with the 
missionaries at Abbeokuta ?-Yes, I receive fre-
q uen t letters. . 

603i. 'Have you received auy letters since this 
l&St news ?-No, no letter has arrived; the mail 
was not allowed to go up to Abbeokuta by pro­
clamation, and no mail was allowed to come 
cJown, so we only l'ccei"ed a line somehow. 

6032. Have you got a copy of that correspon­
dence ?-I have here a copy of a letter to the 
Colonial Secretary of Lagos, requesting a pass 
for the A b beoku ta mail box. - " Lagos, 25 tb March 
1865. Sir,-On the arriva.! of the mail steamer 
from England, I am in the habit of sending a box 
with letters and newspapers in it, to the missiona­
ries of the Church lI1.i.ssionary Society resident in 
Abbeokuta. This mail steamer has doubtless 
bFonght a double supply iu consequence of the 
loss of the mails on board of the 'Armenian.' 
I be!), t,herefore, to apply through you for a per­
mit lor the mail box to pass the blockade lately 
established by this Government between Lagos 
and Abbeokuta. The mail box is locked by me 
h ere, and I keep the key (another key being in 
the possession of the Reverend H . Townsend), so 
that nothiog can be pnt in after it leaves me. 
Should it be so ]'equired, I will undertake that no 
commuuicatioD.s except those by the mail steamer 
shall be fo rwarded in the box, and I will strictly 
charge Fhe bearer to take no others on peril of 
the penalties of bxeaking the blockade,-l am, 
Sir, your "ery obedient serv~nt, James A. Lamb, 
lI1issionary, C. M. S . . To H . T . Ussher, E sq., 
-Colonia.! Secretary.I'-The reply is, "Govern­
ment FIouse, Lagos, 25th March 1865. lI1y dear 
Mr. Lamb,-I have laid your application before 
the Governor, who States that the bearer of the 
mail box, jf caught Oll t.he road, will roeceive three 
dozen, and the letters will be confiscated,-Fai1!h­
fully yours, H. T. U ssher, Acting Colonial Secre­
t.at),. The Reverend James A. Lamb, Church 
l\1issionary. " 

6033. I s that the uS'aal st.yle of the office, or 
is it a style peculiarly applied to ministers of 
religion ?-I am unable to say; I ha"e had no 
experience in t,hat respect. 

6034. MI'. Cave.] How long is the lana-est 
period for which an African dynasty lasts ?-The 
old King of Lagos was , the father of 
Akitoye; he had three sons, , ) 

; Kosoko was the son of EshiloO"o, and 
Docemo was the son of Akitoye. King ~ 
reigned 25 years, the second king was 

, who reigned 10 years; Eshilogo 
reigned eight years, only reignecl. six 
years, four years, Akit.oye, 3 ~ years, 
and Kosoko, 6~ years. 

6035. But was the first man you mentioned, 
the first of his race ?-vVe cannot trace the his­
tory back beyond that. 

6036. But is it a common thing for any African 
kingdom to rCJllDlin under the same dynasty for 
·a long period 1- The Y orulla kingdO_Ul, as far as 
I ascertained from our interpreter, who was resi­
dent in the former oapita.! at Oyo, remained for 

many, many years' time, till the Fellatahs came 
fi'om Central Africa and intedered with them. 

6037. Is it not the c&se that under a weak 
princeJ the kingdom generally hreaks up ? -Very 
often, a.s in the case of K osoko. Akitoye was the 
rightful king elected by the people. Kosoko, 
his cousin, was a friend of the s]a"ve traders, and 
so the slave traders supported KOBoko in making 
war against Akitoye, and expeLling him. 

6038. If Akitoye was electe" by the people, 
are we to understand thfit the monarch is an 
elected monarchy ?-:;-It is an elected monarchy. 

6039. Entirely ?-Yes, eutirely by the people; 
from one branch of the Royal family, not always 
the eldest son. . 

6WO. The choice must he confined to the Royal 
fami ly ?-It must be confined to the Royal family, 
on the female side generally. 

6041. It ill a family dynasty elected within 
those limits?-Yes. 

6042-. Chairman.] I s it usually from father to 
son that the successlon passe's?- Not always, 
it may he; here the"e was first the son of Eshi­
logo, and t.hen another son; but Kosoko beiDO" a 
bad character, 3ind having been expelled, resided 
in the Dahomey territory at Whydah. Akitoye 
being a mild man, aond brother of the late lring, 
w&s t.hen · elected as king; Akitoye beina- a ­
peaceful man, brought Kosoko back from Why­
dah at great expense. The people at Badagry 
were so hostile to Kosoko, that they would not 
allow him to pass to Lagos by the river. Akitoye 
chartered a v-essel at great cost, and brought 
Kosoko to Lagos, so that all the family should 
live together in peace; but a few years after­
wards Kosoko undermined hill authority, and a 
civil war of 20 days ensued, the slave traders 
supporting Kosoko. Alcitoye, after 20 days' fight, 
had no alterna,rive but to escape, and he went to 
Abbeokuta, and K osoko established himself. 

6043. Mr. Cave. J Tben the aut.hority dep_ends 
more on the personal qua.!ities of the ruler than 
on the constitution of the country?-Very much; 
only those of the Royal,family are elected, and 
then they choose the lUost popular. 

6044. Does it never occur that there is no one 
in t,he Royal fam ily who is sufficiently vigorous 
to ncle, and th"'t the dynasty passes into Borne 
other f~nlily ?-This has takep place; we have, 
for instance, cases at Lagos where slaves of in­
telligence and energy have risen to be captains 
of war and most powerful in the go,""ernment, and 
they may rise to a chieftainship in ,the place. 

6045. A man of that sort would bc very likely 
to break up the old kingdom under which he came 
into power, would be not?-They haye done so 
in the case of Lagos, because some of the most in­
fluential chiefs sided against Akitoye and sup­
ported Kosoko. 

6046. Does it not happen sometimes that the 
old kingcloxn is broken up altogether and becomes 
a nmnber 'ofpetty kingdoms?-That is the case 
with Yoruba.; about 60 years ago Yoruba was 
a large powerful uniteel k ino-dam witJl 5,000,000 
subjects, but wit;hin t.he lost"40 years those eight 
pro;vinces have become so many little kingdoms, 
governing th~ms"lves independent;ly of the for-
mer great killg. ~ 

6047. Then there is no reliance whate".,. t.o he 
placed on stabllity of an Afr'icall government 
with reglU'd to time ?-Only so far as their locality 
is concerned; but friendly relations had existed 
before the recent difficulties hetween A bbeokuta 
and Ibadan, between 1jaye .. nd the lnst extreme 
of Dahomey, even to the remote east, nnd if the 

Church 
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Church !lIissionary Society had bad the men we way, nor physioaJ force sufficient to compel 
mic.rht have tHken possession of the country for pea.ce ?- P erhaps they have Dot made use of suf­
ma~y miles north, east, and west; the country ficient mora.l force; p'hysical force I would never 
was opened and all w.ere anxious for peace and for recommend, because it will never lead to any 
the white men to restde among them. good. 

6().!R. Might not all that come to an end in con- 6060. I t is your oplDlOn that the L agos go-
sequence of the different views of some ambitious vernment should have used more entreaty 7-
chlef?-It would affect a certain locality; rus Yes. ~he A!rican says, " If white man beg 
own locality. ~ me, I gJ-ve u.l2: _ 

60,19. And, as iu the caee of Yorllba, there 6061. You think that if they had taken that 
"ould he .. "ery cousiderable district which would line, and entreated the E g ba government for t he 
in tha~ way become unsettled ?-They being now last three years to make peace, they might have 
separate petty kingdoms itwould affect them only succeeded ?-The Egba government was quite 
tI,emscl,"es ; for instance, the difficulty at Abbeo· willing; t he dIfficulty was to get at I badan: 
kuta did not affect the li ttle kingdom at K ado, ·When the missionanes at I badan were 'lillte des­
we.::t of Abbcokuta, or higher up in the intEtIjOl· . . titute, some of our friends had to go a circuitous 

6050. But if you establish frien(Uy-==!ehtti{)~s _rout~, .seven days' journey round, in order to carry 
wlth one considerable powerl and that .power 1S provlslOns ; my colleague can s peak to that, be­
afterwards broken up into those petty principali- cause he was one of a party who went on a peace 
ties, would you not run the risk of having aU expedition in that Tespect to Ibadan. 
those friendly relations disturbed and destroyed? 6062. B ut I do not quite undel'standyou when 
-To a certain degree, that would be so, but a you say tbart the Egbas were willing to ma.ke 
portion of them might still remain friendly, whilst peace; in what way was it necessary for the 
allother might become hostile. Egbas, after their complete success over the 

605J. Then would you think t.he presence of Dahomians and over the Ibadans, to persist in 
the English settJement would be more likely to keeping their army in t4e field, and to destroy 
preseryc those friendly relations uoder such c1r- lkorodu; is it your opinion tha.t they ~ere jus­
CUDlstunces, th:m a number of semttered nllSSiOD- tifled in that course, or is it your opinion that it 
nrie::i or trnders?-Tbis would be precisely the was necessary to their defence, or to any prop·er 

t result, as we hoped would be the effect by the anel legitimate object which tbey could have bad 
estahl ishment of the Government, at Lagos j we in vie-w?-To the first question I would. say, the 
may rc .. ooably expect tba'!. Abbeokutans asked tbat the I hadan army shonlel 

605~. IIave those expectations been fulfilled? go off, and that peace should be made; but that 
-:8' ot as yet, I think. so long as the I badarns had a large army not far 

6053. To what do yon attribute that ?-Tothe off, they said that they could not return home. 
di>putes among the tribes themselves, &ud then 6063. Have you seen any real desire shownpy 
tl1e Goycrnment not being able to reconcile the deeds, and not only by words, on the part of the 
different parties. Egbas to make peace?-Yes, in more than one 

60,54.. Do you consider that is the result of a instance. V'Vben i\re spoke to them, they said, 
ncw settlement, or is it likely to ~o~tinue as the ". We .are quite ready." They allowed th.e mis­
result of our settlement ?- No, It IS not neces · SlOna-nes to pass through Abbeokuta, W Ith an 

.. 8Hrily the result of our settlement; on the con- understanding to make pea'ce; they only stipu­
U'Rl'Y, we fuUy expecttha.t there will be peaceable lated not to say, we, the Egbas, H beg you." 
.ftorts made, and that the whole country may be The missionary party went in the name of the 
tranquiUieed and pacified, and commerce estab- CbJ:istims of England to beg them to ma.ke 
blished. I do hope that that will he effected ere peace. They said, "Why do you come i·ound 
long. by this circuitous route; why do you not come 

6055. You would attribute that result to the from the Egba country? Go back, anel when you 
natUl'al mistakes made in conducting a Dew settle- come round E&ba we ,"villlisten to you." 
ment ?-Perhaps it is owing partly to the "ant 6064. But bas the Lagos ~overnment seen 
of experience and the misunderstandings attend- anything, up to the latest information ... in the 
ing the first establishment of a settlement. conduct, as distinguished from the words of the 

60.36. Then you do not think that the abandon- Egbas, wlIich looks like an intention to, make 
ment of the settJement would lead to a. better peace; what is there pointing to that result?­
state of things 7-1 do Dot think i t is necessary to There are many things I ca.mlOt explain with 
abondon the settlement in order to attain the regard to the recent occurrences since I ha.ve 
pacification of the country. I think that the been in England. I mnst beg leave to decl ine 
country would either remain in its disturbed speaking a.bout t,hose. 
condition, if the Government were to witMraw, 6065. D o you think that the success of the 
or on the other hand, [ believe the Government Egbas over the Dahomians tended to make them 
may take measures in order to bring peace about more or less inclined to make peace with their 
among the different tribes. other enemies?-The na.tural result of the vic-

6057. lIfr. Chichester Fortescue.] What would tory was of course to urge them on; and certaiuly 
be the nature of the measures t.hat you would after tbat victory they puton more force,. ill order 
recommend the government of L aO'os to take for to prevail over the Ibadans. They were suc­
that pnrpose ?-I would 1'ecomme;',d, if I were cessful, and we all hoped that peace would be 
consulted, paoific mea Slues ; to remonstrate and restored; but misunderstandings took pla.ce be­
entreat them, because they are open to reason. tween the Ibadans and the Abbeokutans, n.nd 

6058. CAairman. ] Your general opinion is, the difficulties increased. 
~hat the British Goyemment has had peace for . 6066. But smely t he destruction of Ikorodu, 
1ts object, hut that its means of commuruc"tion after it h.d submitted to its lawful king, could 
have not been concil iatory ?- Yes. not have been necessary for th.e safety of Abbeo -

6059. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] W onJd you kuta 1-1 am not prepared to say that it would 
say that the /i?vernment at L agos has not had have been necessary for the s!lfeoy of the Abbeo­
moral force sumcient to bring about peace in that kntans, but the Abbeokutans having received 

Q,39. H H 4 serious 

Rev. C. A. 
GaUmer. 
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Rev. O. A. serious injury at the·hands of Ikorodu, according 
GaUmer. to their native laws, wanted to chastise Ikorodu; 

they had made several "'ttempts on the Egba 
•• May camp, and had carried away hundreds of sl",ves" 

1865. killed one of their chiefs, and supported Ijaye 
during the whole of the time, because, in con­
junction with King J ebu, the Abbeokutans 
set out to chastise 1ko"odu; and they had the 
sanction of Governor Glover until quite recently, 
I believe. 

6067. Mr. Cave.] I suppose the moral force 
which you speak of woul(l have more value 
if it we"e backed by physic",1 force, even with 
the Egbas ?-Our experience in Afdca is that 
physical force has not gained the end in view, 
whilst moral force has generally been succes,sful, 
more or less, although perhaps not exactly at 
the time or to the extent desired. 

6068. One can quite imagine that a tribe 
would not wish to be coerced, and yet that per­
suasion would be more likely to be listened to, if 
they thought coercion might follow?-ln the 
case of Kosoko, moral persuasion would have 
been to no purposeJ and physical force was ne­
cessary, because he was protected by 10,000 
peo]>le; he was supported' by, perha1)6, 60 he",,'y 
gtlliS, which the slave traders had placed there; 
in fact, moral force had been tried with him. 
Consul Beecroft, ~nd four naval gent.lemen, had 
proposed a treaty of peace, but Kosoko had 
ordered one of the slave traders to have theil" 
heads taken off; then whell they came in with a 
flag of truce, the flag of truce was fired on; con­
sequently." moral force was of no a.vail there. 

6069. But, I suppose, that the Africans are 
like all other people, they pay tl>o greatest at­
tention to those who are most able to compel 
them to attend ?-Yes, no doubt. 

6070. Mr. 11'IilZs.] Apa,rt from the question 
who is to blame for the present st.:'1,ie of things, 
do you think there would be less risk of troubles 
of this kind, if the .British interests at Lagos 
were represented by a consul, as they ha've here-

- tofol'e been, instead of by a govellnOl' as at. pre­
sent ?-The present state of things rnay afford 
grea.t protection and facilities; the powers that 
are now given to Lagos might be just in the. 
same way used for opening up the country, and 
for protection. 

6071. I s it, in fact, a qucst,ion whether they 
have a discreet governor or an indiscreet go­
vernor, or a good consul or a bad consul, without 
reference to the question of the form of govern­
ment, whether that of a. consul or t.bat of a 
Colony?-1 believe that it all depends on a re­
sponsible man using his power with wisdom. 

6q72. You would ra,thcr have a good consul 
than a bad governor ?-I cannot hesitate in say­
ing that I think I would. 

6073 . Statements have been made wit.h regard 
to ce-rtain C1'ents which happened nt thc time of 
the last attack of Dahomey, and it has been stated 
that at that time the Abbeokutaus supplied them-

selves with ammunition from Porto Novo by an 
illicit slave trade with the French dealers at 
Porto Novo; have you auy means of forming 
an opinion whether that is true or fal se ?-1 do 
not know the particulars, but I believe they 
were obliged to do so, because they had no means 
of obtaining ammunition except perhaps for 
slaves. 

6074. Docror Livingstone stated in his evi~ence 
with regard to the Mahomedans, that he, iu his 
experience of Africa..' had never found "\tny case in 
which the Mahomedan showed anxiety to propa­
gate their religion; does that experience cor­
respond with yours ?-The Mahomedaus that I 
have come in contact with were anxious to make 
as many Pagans into Mahomedans as they could, 
and, as I said just now, they have even attempted 
to convert Europeans; but at the same time I 
must say that they make very little progress. 
The slaves whom they take or purchase they 
generally compel to become Mahomedaus. 

6075. Do you think that their influence on the 
Pagans of Africa is, so far as it goes, to raise 
those Africans /i'om the condition in which they 
are as Pagans, or the contrary ?- From my ob­
servartion ailld experience. I think the Pagans are 
the worse for being converted to lifahomedanism, 
because those I am acquainted with are wily, 
cllnning sort of men, not given to agriculture, and 
continually conniving art the slave trade, and ob­
taining and seeking slaves, deceiving the people 
by writing charms; some of them . are given to 
commercial transactions, but very few to agri­
culture. 

6076. SiF Francis Baring.] You say that the 
Abbeokutans have, by means of the slave trade, 
pu:tchased s..rms and ammunition at Porto Novo; 
that was, I snppose, in consequence of the block­
ade ?-In consequence of the blockade at Lagos, 
and in consequence of not being a.ble to carry 
their produce, either cotton or oil, for four days' 
journey across the country to Porto Novo, a.nd 
not being perhaps even able to sell it there for 
ammunition. 

6077. Have you ever heard that the Abbeo­
kut,ms have attacked 1korodu in t,he hope of 
afterwards being able to arttack Lagos, or with 
any notion of that kind ?-1 never heard of such 
a thing, a.nd I believe it never entercc1 into the 
mind of any of them. As I stated before, they 
are so intelligent that they would not so com­
mit themselves; in fact, the lesson which Lagos 
received in 1851 at the hands of the l<.:nglii'h is 
quite sufficient to induce them never to approach 
the English. 

6078. iVIr. CMeliesl ... Fortescue.] You do not 
know tb",t since you left they have put forward 
claims to territory on the 'Lagoon and on the main 
land, including a. portion of the Lagos t.crritory? 
I never heard of it. ' ---

6079. Chai1'lnan.] Have you anyt.hin" further 
to stat.e t.o the Committee ?-N o. " 

The Rev. G0TTLIEB BURLE, caLled in; and Examined. 

Rev. 6080. Chai1'1nan.l YOUR first acquaintance 
G. BiiMe. with the African Coast was at Abbeokuta ,n 

. November ]855 ?-Yes. 
6081. And except for one return home for the 

benefit of your health, in 1859, you have been 
thereuntil now 1-Yes. 

6082. That is to say, you have been for nine 

years connected with the Abbcokut~ll Mission? 
-Yes. 

6083. I suppose you have heard Mr. Gollmcr's 
evidence 1-Yes. 

6084. Do you agree with it ?-Generally. 
6085. I think you can inform us more partiou­

larly with regard to the educational op.erations of. 
_ ' the 
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the mission at Abbeokuta, and of the superior 
educational establishment under you,. special 
charO'c ?-Yes. 

6086. ,Yas that a grammar school? -I have, 
[01' the last six years, conducted a seminary at 
Ahbeokuta.; I have had about 25 young men 
under my care, from t he ages of a~ol~ t 14. to 25. 
I have found out with regard to then' llltelbgence 
that they are equal to our -middle classes in tIlls 
Cf)uutrv· 

6087. "Had you had experience in Englanel in 
education before you went out there, so as to be 
able to compare the two?-Yes. 

6088 . For what class of natives was this school 
intended ?-It is not a. grammar school ; it is for 
training native agents. 

6089. Training native agents for wbat pu.rpose-? 
For OHr own mission. --

6090. Are the pupils turned out from that 
school employed io mission work ?-Yes. 

6091. All of them ?-Yes; all those who "re 
intended to be teachers. 

6092. You teach them lVlathematics, Latin, and 
Greek 7-Yes. 

6093. And you find them capable of such in­
struction ?-Decidedly. 

609-1. 1\There do you select such pupils from; 
from) our inferior schools? -From th,e day schools. 

GO!;,). Is there anything in the na.ture of in­
dustrial employment connected with that school? 
-Not of late j I have been removed to a new 
sta.tion, and I have had no opportunity of intro­
ducing anytillng of t he kind. 

6096. H"Ye you auy further information to 
giyc to the Committee upon the educational 
ol)erfttions of the mission there ?- We ha-ve com­
menced schools whel'e,el' we have opened a sta­
tioll, and the schools are very well attended. I 
found the childl"en at the half-yearly examina­
tion had made very good progress; t,heir know­
ledge in Scrip tu~'e history, for instance, was 
highly sati:;factory, and their instruction also in 
the vernacular; their desire for learniug English 
is v0ry great, and their progress is very satisfac­
tory. 

6097. Are· you equally satisfied with their 
moral progress and with the industrious habits 
which they acquire at your school ?-Yes, de­
cidedly. 

6098 . How far do you teach the English lan­
guage) or how far is the nati ve la.n~uage a me­
dium of instructioll ?--Io my inst,itutlOu the first 
class il:i in En~lish, and the second class is chiefly 
in the nati ve Jangnage. 

6099 .. A_re they ready in acquiring the English 
language ?-Yes; they arc exceedingly fond of 
languages. 

• 6100. Having been nine years at Lagos, you 
ca.n give us some opinion of what t,he starte of 
things was from the year 1855 to 1861, when we 
had only a consul at. Lagos, witlL the state of 
thin~s since the cession of the government, to the 
BritIl:ih ?-Formerly eyerything went on peace­
ably, because there was peace ill the country, 
though the consul often compla.ined, as was na­
tUl'al with a heathen goverll1llent, especially the 
consul, who tried to brea.k down the monopoly of' 
the native traders in Abbeokut.a.; but no serious 
difficulties arose. But when the waT a.monO'st 
the nMjvc tribes broke Ollt, the Governmentiu 
Lagos had a nmch more difficult position; un­
fortunately, the first Governor, 1\1r. Freeman, 
when he came to Lagos, gaye his opinion at 
once, the first da.y of landing, that the Egbas were 
wrong. 

0.39. 

6101. That was in 186 1 ?-Yes; this offended Rev. 
them very much, and they said" How could I,e G. Eiihle. 
know?" He expressed several other opinions, 
anel the Abbeokutans said it could not be his own_ 2, Mav 
opinion; it must be the opinion of Mr. M'Coskry, .' 865'­
w hom they hated. 

6102. What was Mr. wI' Coskry's offici",! posi­
tion there?-When the war broke out, he was ..... 
Acting Governor~ 

6103. They conclude,l that Governor Free­
man, on his arrival, took his opinion ?-Yes, and 
therefore they had no confidence in J\IL:. Free­
man. :Mr. Campbell, when he became Governor, 
had several times expressed similar opinions; 
they did not trust him. H e also coudemned their 
policy; and it was only aftel'wards, last year, . 
that he cbanged his mind anel became the friend 
of the Egbas, and irom that time they liked him · 
more; but still it was too late to mediate. 

6104. Do you think that he was mistaken in 
his views of the Abbeokutan c1aims?- Yes; I 
believe that he WM not quite clear about the war. 
First, he thought that they were wrong, and -also 
he diel not waut a.nybody to mediate between the 
Egbas and the Ibadans, as he himself told me. I 
myself went up to Ibadan to mediate; but he 
t.old me afterwards t.hat he had sent messengers 
to Ibadan to say that they should not receive any 
man to nlediate unless he himself would come, I 
did lIot know of that ·when I left. 

6100 . Do you believe that' you could have. 
mediated between the Ibadans and the Abbeo­
kutans ?-I <10 not ·know whether I had any in­
fluence on the chi efs of I bad an, only I know that 
the Egba chiefs allowed me t.o leave their town 
and allowed two of my friends to go wit.h me, 
and that we had to pass through their territory; 
but the Ibaclans did not receive us in their camp, 
unless we would come from the camp of Abbeo­
kuta direct to the camp of Ibadan. 

6106. Did you go with an actual message?­
We had instructions from the chiefs to say that 
we were ready for peace; "If you will go off we 
will ma.ke peace." 

6107. Your mission failed, owing to Governo:r 
Freeman not sanctioning it, did it ?-I would not 
go so far as to say thM.. I believe that the chiefs 
of Ibadan were just waiting for the sa.me thing 
as the Egbas, namely, to be begg~d by the op­
posite party. 

6108. Then to what elo you attribute the cause 
of the failure of that mission; was it merely that 
Governor Freeman would not approach the 
Ibadans in the way in which they thought their 
dignity required ?-I helieve that the Ihadans 
expected at that time to be successful in their 
expedition; that is to say, to get a piece of land 
down to the coast; and it was not their real ,desire 
to yeat. 

6109. I do not quite understand whether you 
t,hiuk Governor Freeman's mode of communica­
tion was in fault in the failure of the mission, or 
that it was merely that the Ibadans were not in­
clined to treat ?-I cannot say that his message 
had any influence on the chiefs; the chiefs .never 
expressed anythio~ of the kind. 

6110. Is it the f!\ct that the missionaries gene­
rally have found it difficult to co-operate with 
the O'overmuent of Lagos ?-\Ve never came in 
cont.·~ct with the government at Lagos. I do 
not know why the governors have been against 
us, but r have beeu told t.h;,t they suspect that 
we have influenced the cillefs and rather en­
cow-aged them in their wars, but it is quite the 
contrary; we went to them almost every week, 
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and loegge(~ them to try thei.· utmost to m .. ke 
peace, ",nd especially to let trade be caa'ried on 
between A bbeok uta and Lag0s. 

6111. What do )'ou llJll"de to in saying tl\.at 
the go.vernors nruve aeen aga.inst you?-They 
ha.ve considered us the enemies of the gov:ern­
manto 

6112. T'he governot"s of Lag0s considered you 
their enemies ?-Yes. . 

6113. How did they shoW' tbat?-The governor 
told us pla;nly that he believed we were acli>ng 

. ngainst his policy. 
6>114. I s that at a particular period only?-No, 

from tlime to time j ever since the government 
has been established. 

6115. What was the period you meant when 
y<>n s.id that t he govel'1'lmen! of Lagos changed 
their ,~ews with reg-ard to the olaim of t he Abbeo­
kutans ?-Last yeal" 

6116. What was the occasion of th",t ohan"'e 
of views ?-Th",t WM a£ter the 1korodu people 

. hal!! 1»£l1sed the advice and protection of the 
go~ernol', in Lagos. ' 

6117 . Tben they began to favour the Abbeo­
kutans, you think? - Our governor began to 
favour the Abbeokutans, and began to blockade 
1korodu. 

6118. Since that the govel'lUnent must have 
changed its side again?-Y r~; first he assisted 
the Egbas in blockading 1korodu, and uow, those 
very guns and vessels a.re employed against the 
Egbas, 

6119. Governor Freeman, you say, was . first 
adverse to the AbbeokntarUs, and then in favour 
of them j a.ud since that Lieutenant Glover bas 
been adverse to them ?-Yes. G01'c1'nor Glover 
was first against them, but he afterwards changed 
his l'lolicy, aud thought he might establish peace 
by other mea.ns; but he failed in that; and then 
a siege takes up n. long t.ime. TheY' usnn.1ly starve 
a town; they do not want to kill them, but to 
catoh them. 

6120. Do I understand you to say that during 
t11C nine years you have been at Abbeokut.a the 
British Goyernment have changed their policy 
four t imes O'i'cr ?-I lUcan 111erely sillce the 
government has been established in Lagos; not 
a.t bhe time that the consul was t here. 

6121. But do I understand you to st.'tne tbat in 
the last five years the Government bas chnnged 
its policy fOlll' times ?-I did not meau to say that 
Governor Freeman had changed his policy, it wns 
Governor Glover. 

6122. Do YOIl think tbat the preseuce of the 
missionar ies could have ke~t the peace better 
among the tribes than the Ru()Ol ish Government, 
sU1D posing there had been only;: consul f1..t Lagos? 
- The wal' is of 8uoh a kind that it was utterly im­
possible. 

6123. You do not. think, supposing the consul 
had remained, that the influence of the mis­
sionaries could have kept pence between the 
Abbeokutans aud the Ibadnns ?-No. 

6124. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] W'bcn you 
say tlUlot the government of Lagos ohanged its 
policy, you do not mean to imply thn,t it ever 
changed its object, whicll ,vas peace? -I believe 
its object wns ahvnys to obtain pence. 

6125. You mea.u that t.he methods of seeking 
that end have been changed ?·_·Yes. 

6126, Are you aW"Ul'e thaot Lieutenant Governol' 
Glover persuaded the Egbas Itt one ,.noment to 
promise him that if they could not take Ikol'odl! 
witbin 10 days tll ey would go h"me, and tlH,t he 
agtteed to uhose terms having reoeived that pro-

mise?-Yes. A war is always 80 commeneed in 
those cwuntries; it is promised in two (lays, or 
five days, or seven days, that the town will be 
t aken, and then they have to fix a lon"o-er 
time .. 

6127·. But at all events the promise WM given? 
- They cOHld not. The Governor knew very 
well th",t the wwn was too strong to be t",ken in 
1ihattime. 

6128. But his object being soinehow.or other 
to mduce the EgbM to go home "nd leave that 
c@nn.r! u;'distul'loed,. he did make them promise 
t.hat if they couls! not take Ikorodu in 10 days, 
they would go home 1-1 never heat·(! that they 
promised to ge home. I was wId by the chiefs 
that they only promised to take it. 

6129. The Governor wL'ites to the Home Go­
vernment to say that they gave the promise; 
namely, tbat if they failed in taking it within 1'0 
days they would ~ive up the undertaking; you 
3Jre not aware of that ?-No. 

6130. Are you aware th .. t CapJiain Glover, 
partly by persuasion and partly by something like 
compulsion, induced the town of Ikarodu to sub­
mit to its king, IlheKingof Jebu ?-Yes, he tried 
th"t very of teo. 

6131. YOli arQ aware uhat he succeeded, are 
you not ?-No, I am not aware that he suc­
ceeded; there are so many parties i.n the Jehu 
country and in 1ko1'odu, t hllJt I hardly 1ihink 
there could be such a reconciliation. 

6'132. You are not aware that there is peace 
between King J ebu and the King of Ikol'odu ? 
- VIr e have no letters by the last mail. 

6133. Do you approve of the conduct of the 
Egba-s in insisting on the destruction of Ikorodu ? 
-I do not approve of the destmotion of the town, 
only so far that the people are to some degree to 
be just.ified in trying to ohastise a town which had 
given so much provooation, and as the Govern­
ment had expressed, that tbey were just.ified, it 
was for t.he Egbas too much at once to be diiven 
away from the tOWll. 1 must say that l. could not 
see Hiny other way to get the Egbas"'lwa.y from 
Ikorodu; they would, of course, have besieged 
the town till it was starved. 

6134. You a1'e aware that they I)aye the Go­
vernor notice that they would ,re1UaUl before t.he 
town three years, if necessary ?-Yes. 

6135. Of course Ihey would b. destroying the 
tl"flde of Lagos, a.nd the neighbourhood chu'ing all 
that time; do you thmk that the E abns havc 
been iutoxioatetl by their sllcocssngninst1:5ahomcy, 
and ao-ainst tJle Ibadans ? .. --.I think not, because 
the pe~ple iu Abbeoklltl1 were very anxious to 
commence t,rade; a.nd, four or five times, a depn .. 
tftltion of elders came to me, and begged we to do 
my utmost to make peace. 

6136. W'ho is the l'eal authority in Abbeokuta; 
who a.re they who have persisted in closing the 
roads, in preventing pl'oduGe coming dowl1 to 
Lagos, and resisting an ef'fods fo1' peaae? --It is 
chiefly the war chiefs, because if they lellye the 
rivel's open, people will t,rade j the war chiefs 
make the law, and the chiefs in the town must 
carry i 11 OU tl 

61g7. A1·. you not aware that the bnsharull 
and tbe war ohiefs iu the camp beld out very 
favourable pl!OSpects of peace to t116 Lieutenant 
Governor when be visited them, but that they 
were overruled by tIle authorities a.t Abbeokuta; 

.. The chiefs expected that the \VaI'S would soon 
be over; everybody expected t\",t 1korodu would 
be taken soon, and Ilhen they a,tid, "After Ikorodu 
is taken we will t",ke to trade." 

6138. Yon 
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6138. You do not think Ihwt the Egbas l,ave 
been more bent on war through being intoxicated 
with success ?-Not at all . 

6139. Wbat. wou·lm )'ou sroy to t his language 
from the war chiefs, " I f all the world th.1; ane on 
earth come with them, we will drive them as we 
drove the Ibadans, and pernsh them as we :perished 
the Dahomians." ISJlot that the language of in­
toxication from success ?_That h1U$Uage came 
from the chief\;, .wt [t was mot ~he opmion ·of the 
people. 

6)40. Tht is written by 11,e basharun and 
thc WA.r chiefs to mbe Lieutenant G0vernor ?-I 
know the basharun personally; h e .toli! me 
during the war (it js only 1@ months ago .he p~d 
me a visit in tbe night), a I 'assure YOll, ,\v;hite 
man, 1 wiis-b the war was over; butS£' I-"'t10 not 
go) my life is ullsrufe here." 

6141. But yon know that t he go"el~nment art 
Lagos has been bandied bachnrds and forwards 
between one a'uthority and n.nother., ruud the 
result is thwt they ha .. e failed in th";r efforts to 
obtain peace by lleaceful means?-The Governor 
made a mistake; he wiliDted to obtain a -treaty 
Drom the w"" chiefs; the war cbiefs cotcl.d not 
make treaties, the treaties must be wi.th the 
conscn t of alJ the nation. 

6]42. Are you a.wa'lle that nile acpena cnme 
down Til Lagos and used laouguage of 8: most l.lD­

sat.isfactory and threatening kind ?- Yes, I n:e­
member thwt. 

6143. W itllin t he last Jew weeks ?-Yes. 
6144. ~Vas libat favourable to the cause of 

pe.ce ?-He merely expressed an opinion thwt 
till. country all belonged to tbe Eab.s, but the 
chiefs in Abbeokuta. repudiate such l anguage. 

6145 . Are you a'wa:re that the Governor, be:iaJ.g 
Tel'.V much astonis11ed at this claim,. said, "Do 
you claim Badagry?" and the answer was, H Y es, 
we olai!l1 Badagl'y "?-Just as the Egbas would 
now claim the whole of the Y oruba co.uutry, 
beC:1 HSC it formerly belonged to them, hut they 
would nc~~l' think of goin~ and establishing 
themscl ves in Badagry or Claiming any other 
poiut near the sea. 

61-1,6. But do you see the icast sign in sudh 
langu age and ill suoh a tone of an intention to 
ma.ke peace and retire to theiT homes? - The 
Rcpcna is merely a pri vate jndividual; lie ~s not 
the governor general. 

61.l7. He i~ a higb official of Abbeokuta, is he 
not?- Yes; be is often-sent as a messenger, but 
he acts in his own name. 

6148. ,Yas it not natural for the Government 
to ~ook upon this man as au acore(uted represen­
tall"e of Abbeokuta ?-I woulel not have con­
sidered him so. 

6149. ~'Tol\ld you have dcsi.·ed to see ~he 
Governor l e~'1.Ye t1;~s as they 'vel'e, and permit 
lkorodu to be destroyed ?-If the Governor 
cou idl",,"e got the King of J ebu on his side and· 
persuaded the E~ba~ to make peace, I think it 
might have been done. 

6150, But are you not nw·al'e tll.Hl.tt the KinO" of 
~Tebu was on his €lide, but h~ld failed in indu~ino­
the Egbas to retire ?-I haye not heard tbat tb~ 

. King of J ebu had re,illy pardoned the K'hQro­
dee people. I know that two years ago be did 
80, and that he recei,7ed about 40 slaves, but when 
he \tad got the sla.ves he did not parrclon them. 
. 6151. You are not aware that all the people 
LD tha.t nCIO'hbourhood had made peace with oue 
anot~,er, and that all t hey wi~hed for was t hwt 
the Egbal5- would 0-0 home and leave them to them-

0.39. " 

selves ?-No. 'I have not heard thwt, but I sbould 
be most amuous to know it. 

6152. Sir F,·ancis Baring.] There a,re '11 0 

offiCIal documents th",t you know of ,,,bioh cou­
tain these statemeuts wJuc'b have just been put to 
YO\l i~ those questions ?-N"o. 

6153. You have not seen them in any -:Blue 
Books or despatcbes?-N o. 

6154. Bllt_ posSibly you come straiabt from 
Ahbeokuta?-Ycs. " 

6155. Tbey allowed you to pass, dia t hey ?- I 
came aw",y before this l ast affair took place. 

- 6156 . You have been ask ed with respect to the 
hostility of GoVel'nOT Freema.n to the mis­
sionaries; you recollect, p1'0hably" tha,t the.ue was 
some .P3dJel' \When he desired tlle missionaries d:o 
leave Abbeokuta in an hour of difficulty, wben 
~he K~ng of D aJhomey was within sight, a.na an 
lDlmedlate attack was expectecl, aua the mis­
·sion:1ries declined coming awa.y; b as lie not r.e­
peatedly gone back to tbat point as a ,proof of tbe 
hostility of the missionaries to the .EI\glish Go-

, "verument?-Yes; but we, th.e rni-ssionaries con­
sidered it was our duty to keep to our cono-~'ega­
tiOllS in time of need. We did not see that there 
was any reason to leave the town, and we did not 
see that the Governor had any thin a to do with 
t~e missiona.ries; "w'e were res.ponsible .. to the So- . 
Clety; we ·were bound to stick to our conflTeo-u­
tion'S, and so we did; and we did no.t s~ :ny 
r eason ",hy -the GovernoT shonld call us a,Yay. I 
was at Abbedkuta, and our congreaations con­
sulted us; if ",'e had left the tOliVn it ~"onld have 
been. ruin, for the D ahomialls 'Viere approaching. 

6157. You would not desert your cOl1O"reO'atiol1s 
in the hour of difficulty ?- No. " " 

6~58. B",t ,w4atever m ay ha,'e been y,m-r 
J.'eason, it w.as it.'l.ken very iJl by the Governor at 
·the time, was it . not ?-Yes ; he was highly 

• 0ffended. 
6159. Did the Colonial Office disapprove or 

approve of the opinion of the Goyerno,' ?-The 
Government at home entirely approved of our 
conduct, . 

6160. They approved of your not dese"tina 
rOtU' cengl'eg.ations?-Yes.; they approved of th.~ 
missionaries. 

6~61. I am not sure that I understand ri o·htly 
w l""t took place with respect to this c'bange of 
policy on the part of Governor Glo,-er; he visited 
t he camp of the Egbas, did be not?-Yes. 

6162. When did be do that ?-I do not remem­
ber ~he day, but I think it was in September or 
October; it was in the rainy season; but I am 
llot positive as to the month. 

6163. It was in October 1864, was it not?­
I think so; he ",,"nted to make a treaty wi~h the 
ohi efs, but 1>hey hall no power to do it. 

61'64. 'l'here w'as no treaty made ?-l'Io. 
6165. But there was ·some sort efunclerstanding 

come to·p- Y es, a mutuaiI arrangement with the 
obicfs. 

6166. Onu you state what that understanding 
was ?-The Goyernor kept everything secret; 
hi£ plan was to keep what -the chiefs promised as 
secret as possible . 

6167 . But you ha,-e J'rdbably heard what they 
promised, and what was the unclerstnnding made ·? 
- I do not know exactly what it was; I never 
heard ronything of what: was promiseCl. 

6168. '\Vas there not some 'arrangement made 
that the Egbas should tal,c this town of l korodu? 
-That wa'S promised tfOlll the beo-imllnO'· they 
promised tlhey would take it as soo~ as p~~ible. 

I 12 6169. What 
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6169. Whae 'l want to know is, whether Go­
vernor Glover sanctioned this taking of Ikorodu 
by t he Egbas, if they would take it?-Yes. 

6170. W as there a proclamation issued (in fact 
I hold t he proclam",tion in my hand) on t he 27th 
of September 1864, blOCkading the Ogun; was that 
for the purpose of assisting the Egbas, 01' for the 
purpose of assisting the Iballans ?-The Governor 
blockaded the river in ol'der to prevent f.heir 
escaping from Ikorodu . . 

6171. A s far as possible it was to help the 
Egbas to tak e the town, was it noti?-Yes. . 

B172. That wa·s in September of last year?­
Yes. 

6173. When did the Governor suddenly change 
this policy1-It was, I think, at the end .of 
January. 

6174. In September he blockaded the town. in 
one se nse, and in J anuary be changed bis policy 
and blockaded it in the other sense?-Yes. 

6175. Did he take I korodu under his protec­
tion at one time ?- At one time the English flag 
was hoisted there; he visited very frequently in 
Ikorodu. 

B176. What was the d"'te of that ?-That was 
when Governor Freeman was GQvernqr. 

6177. That protect~rate was abandoned?-Y es. 
6178. When was that1-I do not remember 

the date. 
1679. Was Lt aeandoned by Govennon Glover 

or Governor Freeman ?---,-By Go;vernor Glover. 
6180. In consequence of orders from hom e 1-

It was also abandoned by Governor Freeman 
because they insultecl bim one da.y )."hen he went 
over, aud he would have nothing more to do with 
them; but afterwards when the Ikorodu made 
constant inour-sioD. ::j; against the Egbas, and after 
they had killed a good many Egbas, and the Go­
vernor had remonstra.ted and they still presisted in 
going on with their conduct; nhe Go'Vernor gave 

them "p, and said that he could not protect them 
any longer in such wicked deeds. 

6181. Now putting that aside, let me ask if 
yon have seen the Anglo-African paper, COD­

taining the latesf news from that part of the 
world ?-Yes. 

6182. Do you ohserve that there is now war 
declared a"ainst the Egbas ?-N o. 

6183. You do not know of that ?-No. 
6184. The Governol" desires them to retire; 

a·nd he declares a blockade, which I see is dated 
April the 1st; the -war breaks out on the 29th of 
March, befol'e the proclamation appears?-Yes. 

6180. There is a. message sent to them which 
gi yes them 24 hOll's to consider of it ?-Yes. 

6186. Then, as far as we know, they do not 
answer in a yery Givil way; but the message 
being sent at 8 o'clock, at 10 o'clock the tiring 
.begins, which is two bours instead of 24 hours; 
is not th",t so 1- That is what I have read. 

6187. Did you ever hear, or do you believe 
that there is any intention on the part of the 
Egbas to 'invade Lagos, or to take possession of 
any of the territories of Lagos ?-N 0, ne~eT. 

6188. You think they are not such fools as to 
r",ncy they could beat the English yet ?-Cer­
tainl y they ",re not such fools. 

B !89. Mr. Cldchesler ffortescue.] Are you not 
aware that t.hey have actually, as a matter of 
fact, threatened to cl",iro or ra,ther do claim the 
Tigh t; to a ter:ritory on the L agoon; I am not 
_spea.kin~ of the island ?-They never made any 
claim, but I dare say that the acpena may 
:have said during conversation, " This belongs to 
us, strictly spea1.-ing." Still his D3Jtion would 
never e1ai.m that territory, for they have territory 
enough. 

6190. Sir Francis Baring.] To Bad"",ry they 
haV"e some nominal claim, have they Dot? ­
Merel y because the Badagry people served them 
for SOl11e time. -

Colonel EpwA.RD C'I)NRAN, called in; and Examined. 

6191. Chairman,] You have just returned 
from the Gold Coast1- Yeso. 

6 L92. You succeeded M"jor Cochrane in tihe 
command! of the troops 0)1 the Gold Co.,.t?­
Yes. 

B193. Major Cochrane had the command of 
t hose troops £rom April until August 1863, had 
he not?-lI1ajor Cochrane had the commaud of 
the troops from April to the beginning of August 
1863. 

6194. It was about that period that the 
Ashantee 'V-ar broke out, was it not?-:iVIajor 
Cochrane took t he field on the 17th of A pril, and 
ret.ul"md to Cape Coast on t he 25th of June, 
~863, the Ashautees having then 1e£t the Protec­
torate and ~one back to ~hei r o:wn country. 

6195. When you arnved the 'A shautees had 
gone back, had they?-I landed with the head­
quan:teFs of my regiment in the beginning of 
August 1863, when the whole of the Ashantees 
were in their 0wn country. 

6196. You know something 0] aU ~he West 
.African stations, do you not '{-I htllve served on 
everyone of them. 

6197. Can you state what the usual military 
establ ishmeut of t he Gold Coast is; I me&n t he 
establishment when t.here is no threat of wal'?­
S peaking of Cape Coast only, the ti,rst establillh­
ment from 1844 to 1851 consisted of one company 

of t he 1st West India,n Regiment; in 1851 the 
Gold Coast Corps wag r aisea , consisting of 300 
men, and this foree was the origina.l strength on 
the Gold Coast. 

6198 . One company of the West Indian Regi­
ment, and 300 Artillery 1- Y es ; but the com­
pany of the West Indian Regiment was with­
drawn to Sierr3i L eone on the formation of the 
Gold Coast Artillery. 

6199. On the formation of the Gold Coast 
ArWle~y was that the only force ?-It was -the 
only force thart I mn aware o£ under the govern­
ment of the Gold Ooast. 

6200. W cre they officereq: by Englishmen?­
They were officeted b)' Enlflisillnen; the condi­
tion of t h_e corps was diffe~nt from that of the 
line; t he men received onl.ftwo-thirds of the line 
pa)" while the ollicers receiveclfull pay and many 
other pri vileg-es. 

6201. Did they live in barracks ?-The men 
lived in barracks, and also in itheir own houses. 

6202. Were they ra,ther in. t.he nature of a 
militin than of a ircg1uhul force ?-They \vere more 
like am irre~ular force than. a l'eaular one. 

6203. Of what men was lliul.t corps com­
posed ?-Chiefl y of runaw"y domestic sin ves. 

6204. Of t he Tantees?-Yes. 
6205. Found in the neighbourhood of our 

forts ?- Yes. 
6206. Thi. 
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6206. This COl'pS has lately been disbanded 1-
Y C8, it was disbanded by me on the 21st of 
Au""st 1863. 

620i . In fact, you arrived with orders to dis­
band them, did you not?-Yes. 

6208. Wha.t ;,'as the cause of that order of dis­
bandmellt?-[ believe it was a wal1tof confidence 
ill the corps, aod also in consequence of a 
mutiny; the men had buLa.d. a day, a.lt.hou~h 
perforlning similar duties ~o thfilt ?f ""'Vest .1ndla 
troops who had 1 s. and ratIOllS, whIlst the former 
ha.d none. 

6209. What was the ca.use0f the illsu0ordina.tion, 
amI mutiny in the corps ?-1 attribute it partly 
to tbc bad di s.position of the men, in one i1l6tance, 
and also to the great paucity of officers ...serv~ng 
on the coast, and the reasons g iven i~the:fo).;mer 
answer. 

6210. Did not those officers also take civil em­
ployments ?-N early everyone of them had civil 
employment, which was owing to the difficulty of 
obtain ing colonial officers to serve there. 

6211. Was that habit partly the cause of \he 
want of discipline in the corps ?-I think it dimi­
nishes the authority of the offi cers 'Very much 
when 80 many of them are employed in· that way. 

6212. 'When you arri ved with those orders to 
disband the corps, what troops had you under 
}our command ?-I arrived with 400 of my own 
meu in August 1863, namely, of the 4th 'West 
Indian Reg im ent., an(l besides which I ha~200 
men of the 2d W est In(lian R egiment, and about 
120 of the 3d W est Indian R egiment. 

6213. That is to say, 700 men altogeth er ?- As 
neal'll' as possible. 

62 14. About seven companies ?-About-seven 
compani es, speaking in rouud numbers. 

6215. Din you detain certai", troops 011 board 
the" :Mcgrera " ?-Tbc orders were to send back 
tho.e extra companies of I.he 2d and 3d Yif est 
Indian Regiments in the H M eO'ool'a " to the 
'Vest Indies and Sierra Leone. The Governor, 
however, havi.ng apprehended another invasion 
from the A shantees, in October 0)' November, 
after the rains bad ceased to fall, he instructed 
me under those oircumstances to keep the extra 
troops, which I did} of course. 

6216. Then what was the extra force under 
your comma,nd ?-The whole force uuder, my 
command at that time did not consist of more 
than 700 men. 

6217. 'When did you ar6ve a.t Cape Coast ?­
In thc begjlllling of August 1863 . 

6218. 'Where was the Governor?--The Go­
vernor was there. 

6219. Was not. the fort garrisonerl by sailors 
sent ashore 1-1 found Cape Coast Castle gan~­
soned by about 10 officers, and 120 sailors and 
marines from Her 1a.jesty's ship H R.attlesnake," 
nnd some other sm. guuboats. This naya.l furce 
had just finished lU in O' an entrenched fort on a 
hill oyer the town. 0 

6220. 'What did you do with "hem I-I sent 
them 00 board sb.i.p to make room for my own 
regiment. 

6221. What ships were off the fort?-The 
"Rattlesnake" and one or two other small vessels 
of which I forget the name j the three companies 
of the 2d ,Vest Indiau R egiment were then 
quartcred at Aunam aboe, n.od the 3d were 
q,uartel'cd in a hired building in the town of Gape 
Coast. 

6222. In fact, the four forts were garrisoned? 
-Yes. 

U.39. 

6223. What was the number of the nati ve 
troops ?-I have not the smallest idea of the 
number of the troops of the PTotect<lrate called 
allies ; but I am told by Governor P yne h'om 
40,000 to 50,000 men. 

6224. You s'"y that the King of Ashanlee had 
returned to his own country 1-111 the end of 
.May his army 1,ao. 

6225 . What '~e cause of his invading the 
Protectorate ?-1 believe the cause of his invad­
ing the Protectorate was in consequence of our 
having retained a man who took away some uold 
said to be of the value of from 200 I. to 80'01., 
that he considered he was entitled to ; the lUan 
found gold which the king cla,imed a,s crown pro­
perty. 

6226. It was not, then, the detention of a run­
away slave ?-The run-away slave was also pro­
tected by a certain P rince .A.dgiman, a nati ve king. 

6227. And tbe king sent to chum him, did he 
not?-The king sent his messengers to c1a:im bim 
from the protected chief the person who had 
taken the "old. 

6228. '\¥ bat did the protected chief do? - It 
is l'eporfed that he sent a·D insulting message 
back by the messengers to the Kin O' of .Asbantee, 
and it is said cut off' one of their heads, besides 
ill-t,reating the others. 

6229. Do you consider that tbe maltreatment 
of the King of the Ashantee's messenger by the 
l--ing' was the 0ause of the Kin~ .0'£ Ashaotee in­
vading the Protectorate ?-1 think the King of 
A shantee never intended to do more than obtain 
~ati sfactioll from this ohief, a.neL also to get back 
the ma,n whom he inten.ded to put to death. 

~230. Do you believe.he inten.ded to attack the 
English ?-No; but tltere is no telling what he 
mig ht have done had his allmy ~oo as far as our 
~ettlen)eIits . H e_ appeared to be on very good 
terms )vith tbe British Government, but then 
the men we~'e under Our protection. 

6231. Did you take the .ame view that Go­
vernor P y ue did with respect to the intentions of 
the King of A&hantee ?-In the beginning I did, 
bu t latterly I altered my opinion. 

6232. Did you think there was a great danger 
of invasion when you arrived ?-1 thought so 
when l ' arrived, but I have since altered my 
opinion within the last si..x or seven months. 

6233. You have just returned witl1 the Go­
vernor, have you not ?-1 bave. 

6234. Up to the time wben you left with the 
Govenlol1, did you think tliere was any danger? 
-I did not. 

6235. But you do not think so now?-No, I 
do not. 

6236. Do you think the King of Asbantee has 
bostile intentions ?-I think he has no bad inten­
tions towards our authority; but I think that he 
will have sarbi~faction, and that he will get hold 
of those two men, in spite of all we can <.10, as 
they reside far front the coast and close to the 
A shantee borders. 

6237. H e thinks he has a "round of quarrel 
with the gngli1:ih Government for protecting two 
men against whom he has 'a claim ?-Yes; he 
intended to take off the head of the man who 
took the ~old . 

6238. upposing there had been no claim 
against tllC English Government of thn.t kind, do 
you consider thn.t our relations with t he P rotec­
torate were such that we should have been 
obliged to interfere in defence of King Adgiman 
agRiusl the King of Asba.ntee ?-1 think that h.(l 
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this man not plaeedllimself under our proteotion, 
we should have continued in pence, not being 
bound to go to " '11i' fOI"quatrelsome ebiefs. 

6239. But did he place himself under your 
protection on this occasion?"-=: II e came to us to 
1)e proteoted, as' an insta.nee, only kUbwing t hat 
his head would be fOl1'eited if tak en. 

6240. But did he do so under a general claim 
for proiteotion, or \Wl.g ~t, n1twelY 'protecrtion olaimed 
oli~ the occasion'?L-I\:mg' raman was fol'lnerly at 
subj eot 0' tlie , King of Asha.ntee li.ihlself, and sub­
ject to his goveru'ment:. 

6:241. Didl youl consider, when yeu were ill' 
command of the troops; that YOll were boundl to 
protect all tbe cbiefs of .he Proteotorate in any 
quarrel with the King of Ashantee?-I con-.i­
dered myself entirely uud'er the instructions of 
the Goyernor, and those views' being entertained 
by the Governor I had' to follow tbem; l' might 
not have done' the same thing had r been, in his 
position, but I hadl no alternatliv-e, being uud'er 
h im. 

6242. Do you think that we were bound to 
interfere on bebl'f of this ohief by any gone)'al 
treat.y of protecf,ion; or was it merely a Cluest,ion 
of llis placing hllllSelf under our protection?­
From the time of Gerieral MacCarthy, I und'er­
stood that the chiefs of the Gold Coast considered 
tha~ we ,vere to protect them against tne Asllam­
tees, a.n idea, nllalt shoul1d at once be cliscot'Ulage~l 
as ire only etu1.1)les them' to quan:el, involving us 
in vexatious petty wa.rt~ of a costly natlure. 

6243. 1"011 say that your views do not coi'lcide 
with t.hose of the Govern'or, but tha.t, as com­
mander of the troops, you were bound to obey 
his orclers?-YeB'; at first my views were quite 
i'n kcepinrcf with those of the Governor. 

6244. think it appears in tbe papel's that 
Goyernor Pyne himself wisbe,l to take fhe com­
mand of the troops in case of an Asha:ntee war, 
was t,ha,t so ?-I do not knO\v; I never gave any 
encouragement to tha.t idea; I never interfered 
in politics, and I always held to the command of 
t he troops exclusively. 

6245. From what yon haye seen of the Gold 
Coast, have you any opimon with regard to the 
question \vhethet' it would be better t,hat a mili­
fal'Y man shOlllcl De goVe1'1101; there; a man w no 
conld undm'lake the command of the troops 1- 1 
think it woulc1 be better tbat both authorities 
should be concentrated in one person ~ but being 
a military man myself, I d0 not feel entitled to 
say that a hlilitar), man wbuld be best. 

6246. But a, civilian could not take t he com­
mand of the t roops, could he ?- No. 

62"*7 . , ;Voulcl you not then think that it would. 
be better tbat the command should be in the 
hands of n, rniJitary man ?-Dlll'ing times of dis­
turbance, it would greatly facilitate ma.tters. 

624~. Did yon in ~my way communicate with 
the "Val' Office, except through t he Governor? 
- I never communicated through the Governor, 
except in mattl.!l'S of a mixed nature. 

6249. You eommunica,ted direct to t,be vVar 
Office? - Direct tQ the War Office, 01' t.o t,be 
C0l11111anderin Chief; but on all subjects in which 
I came iutO collision with the GOVCl'D01\ we corre­
spollded with each other nrat, befcllte sending home 
our repol·ts. 

6250. 'Would it be possible for aoll officer in 
command of the troops on the Gold Coast to 
correspond with t he Wa.r Office, nnd for t,be 
Go-vemor to c01'l'espond ,,·ith (,he Colonia.1 Office, 
i.vithout mutually kntnving what their several 

commuuioations w<>re ?-I ben eve tbat that has 
occwTed. 

6251. Sir John Hay .l It does not follow that 
the Governor communicates with the officer com­
manding ~he t roops, ",hen he communicates with 
the Colorual Office?-N o. 

6252. Therefore a communication might take 
place between the Governor and tbe Colonial. 
@ffice, of wbioh the offill'el' commanding the troo!,8 
couldl not possibly be' aw",re?:'-" Yes, t hat is quite 
likely, and has been t he ease: 

6253. ChaiTman.] Will you state ",hat au;.. 
ierent tlroo-p. "'rrived' ",t ~he G<Jl<l.· Coast ci\J.";ng 
tbe time of you~ oommaud ?~Un t ha 9th of .A.'P~i1 
1864 tl!e H 'l'ameF" tlInived, bringing 29 officers. 
and 600 m-en of the 1st and 4th West Indian 
regiments. 

6254. Where were they stationed ?-I placed .. 
400' of ~be 4th West Indian reginle.nt. illiquarte'rs, 
anil' the rell,,;nder ] pro'Vided for Thy hiring houses 
in the to,,'I1, with tbe exception of one eompalLy. 
that had to go ihto tents for abou~ tbree days, 
until I could lill:e another bouse f'<n: them. 

6256. These reinfollcements wel'e 'both owing­
to the Governor thinking t here was. aanger of an 
rottack n:oln' tihe Ashantees ?-Yes. 

6256. vVhere was the lling of kshantee then? 
-At Comas.ie, 

6257. Did a O'reat sickness break out in the 
nro0ps about that time ?-Tl~e sickness w~s ab0~t 
ceasing t.llen. The worst slCkness was In Ap.L'ill. 
aond· Ma\'. ]t ,lid not affect nbe neW' comers to 
a,ny great extent.. . 

6258. What are tbe ramy m01l1lhs ?-The ramy 
months in tbat year were from March till the 
end of August. 

6259. Is t hat t.he »sual rainy season ?-No; 
the usual rainy season is abou t from May. . 

6260. MI'. Chioh .. ter Fortescue.] The raug 
season beo-an much earlier than usual that year? 
-It beo-aon six weeks en,dier than usual. 

6261." Chairman.] The sicl<ness waS ceasing 
when the reinforcemenfs arrived ?-Yes: ~ 

6262. Was there sickness among tbe fresh 
troops ?-Not much. 

6263. HoW' long did tIle), remain on the Gold 
Canst ?-Tbe\' remained fro!ll t he time st .. ted 
until t,he 30th of July, . 

626'4. l '\Theil were tbey sent home ?-They 
were emhad<ed fOF tbe I V' est lindie, and Sierra 
Leone on the 29thlJ u1y, and sailed on the 30th. 

6265. lVhen trofws are qua.rtered in the town, 
as these were is a I\ayment made by the Bl'itish 
Government to the o..wncrs of the houses ?-The 
British Goyernment ~aid for the lodgings of, the 
troops in cyel'Y il1Stance. 

6266 . For ;'one of the troops that you ba"e 

N~~~~ne:~: i:h:::n ::~:t:J~pt:; t:o::~:)'s~: 
a tax ?-It has been attem~l'BiDce then to raise 
n. tax on the sale of spirits . .. , 

6268. vVill you statewhat~ccu1'l'ed with Tegard 
to that tnx before yon left?-Notbing occurred 
with rega.rd to the license tax. .. 

6269. \~rha,t occurred wi.h regard to the poll­
t.ax 1-·'1'lle poll-tax was levied long hefOl'emytirue. 

6270. What happened when you left UpOll the 
poll-tax being refused ?-The poll-tax was refused 
as fi>r ba,,]' as 1858. 

627 1. Wbat lax was refused which cau,ed the 
Iroops to be called ant just before you left, ?-The 
troops ,,'ere oalled out a few days bciQre 110ft for 
a diJferent object, to aid tbe civil pofer. 

. 6272. What 



6272. 'What object? - For the purpose of en­
forcing pa.y~en~ of a ,line or damages brought 
Ruuinst th e kmg s maglstr[tlte . 

0 6273. What damages were they ?-Tb.ey were 
damacres tor an asSrullt cODlllljtte(l by t he native 
kiDa'~ maaistrate on a British subject. I t was 
ul1(lerstoocF that the king refused to pay this fine, 
ill eOllscq llenc.e of which Go,rel.'llOr P yne called 
out the troops to aid the civilpower. 

&274. "rhat was the n atUI:e of' the assault? 
_11'he a~f'a ult was t his : a. young black ma,n 
ho.el oeen summoned by 1 he king a.nd would 
not appeal' before hi.s lllaglFtrate, stating Jthat he 
wu:-t a British subj ect. 'l'l Le native police, undel' 
the king, were sent to apprehend J1im, and 
committed the a.ssault, Our lawyel' €In th.e coast 
took ieart! proceedings in our own COl::[ts agains.L 
till' ki l~'S maCfistvate, which led to the-fine-being 
lnlJ)o:'lcd. whicll the king decidedly l:efusecl to pay, 
allC',rinO' tha.t he had seven companies at his com­
rual~l, ~, hioh to aJl intents land ~)l1!rposes signi­
lied a threat. Those companies cousisted of 7,000 
men. It was chiefly for t he pUlJpose of aidiDg t.he 
ei \ il power that the troops -were called out, 

6::!75. " That was the amount of tue nne im­
p()~ed on the king ?-£. 20. 

(;276. 'WI",t was the end of tbis stor), ?-l(1be 
king paid the fine and submitted to the English 
lftw. 

6277. 1\-cre the troops c<tlled out?- The troops 
wert calle(l out and remaloed out for au hatH' or 
1 \\'0, when they were recalled into their ba.rracks, 
1he affair 1la"illg been settled. 

6278. Have yell any suggesIDon to make to the 
CUI11mittee with regard to the improvement of 
the gon:nunent M-rangements at the Geld Coast? 
-1 "!'Yed m),selfell the 'IV e tem Coast from !l841 
to 1843, when the whole of the coast of Africa was 
uIHle-J' one gO\'Ol\nment, and I think tmat answered 
l!C'lter thau the present arrangement of having 
10111' goyel'llments. 

6~79 . ,Vhere were you then? - In Sierra 
T,eone. 

6280. You tllink that we lUigllt advantageously 
return to the plnn of' having the general govern­
meut at Sierra Leone ?-l think tb",t plan was 
better than the present, and considering that we 
lu'lYC no\\" so much better means of communica­
tion, I think it might answer far better othall it 
di,1 then. 

G2H 1. 'What was the reason for our breaking 
up tha t ~ys.telll, do yo u think ?-I t hink imper­
lett means of coomllllllcatioll was one l'ens-on. 

6282 . And that reason nG 10Jl~er exists ?-No, 
with our present steam coruruuIUcation and shjps 
of' war frequently pastiiug. 

6283. H ow long did it take in your time to 
comm unicate between Sierra Leone and the 
Gold CO"'t ?-I ha known it to take 30 days. 

G28-1. rIow long loes it take now ?-Four 
duylS would do it t0i,ere, 5~ to Lagos, and two 
to 'he Gambia. 

6285. ::;upposiog elTa L eone were made the 
head quarters of the West Coast Goveroment, 
would YOII place all the regular troops tbere 1-
Yes, nearly al l. 

G286. 1\Tbat sort of' troops would the Com­
mandant of Lagos and the Gold Coast have 1-
I wouh1 h;we 110 troops at LaO'os. 

G2R7 . ' Yhat means wOllld~the gO"ernment of 
Lagos l.l<WC of keeping pcace ?-IIc would h .. we 
the natJyc police, the Houssas. 

6288. And on the Gold Coast, what means 
would the Governor have of keel)inO' I)cace?-
~3~ a 
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I sbonld also give bim a cottple of hund.red 
Houssa police, armed alld equ ipped, and a com­
pany of soldiers. 

6289. In botb. those cases tb.e 'police are paid 
by the locali ty, at'e t hey llOt ?-J beli.ve at 
Lauos they ate, but r question whether they 
eould be at Cape Coast Castle, unless tb.e aUllll.1 
a.llowauae is incneaseci from England. 

6290. You think that t.he troops miuh t be ad­
vantageously ;concentrated at SierL'a "Leone, and 
be sent to 1.he other parts when wanted?-,~rith 
J?elfect safety, for w hieh PUTJ)OSe the Governor 
General should have a steamer. 

6291. You would inCl:ease the bnrracks at 
Sierra Leone ?----.::f es, foJ' 200 men a,ud 10 officers. 

6292. A re they good 'banaoks ?-Very good 
,barraoks, and in an excellent position. 

6293 . Supposing that were done, €lo you think 
that we could maintain the protectorate as we 
do now?-I think the sooner the people on t he 
Gold Coast are taught to defend themselves 
tb.e better. 

6294. Do you think it would be p08.ible to 
ll1ainta,in the protectorate on rthe Gold 'Ooast in 
the ,yay in which Governor P yne seems to have 
understood it ?-The best thing the GOVe1'u­

menthave done, in my opinion, wasiu sending out 
5,000 stand of a.rms to he dist~'ibutec1 among the 
native kings and chiefs, which we have been 
doing prior to Oltr leaving there, for they are 
:fuJI,)' capable of maintaiming ~bemsel ves against 
the Ashantees without English troops. 

629a. You think thSit for us to maiutainthe 
protectorate in the sense to 'which I have just 
l'eferred, would require too la.rge an army?-Yes; 
and e "en t hen you would not succeed ~n the 
interior, as troops could not he fed. 

6296. Why not 1-Because the country is so 
unhealthy you conld not get officers to go there, 
or troops to live for any length of time. . 

6297. Do yo>! think that if we weTe to arm ~he 
DflItivcs as you say that we are doing, they would 
act togetl1e)' in their OW11 defence ?-I think 
t hey would against rbheil' common enemy, the 
Ashantees, under the Governor's ad vice. 

6298.. You ~hink they would not fight amongst 
themselves?-They a,re well a,rmed, and can do 
that now, if inclined t.o do so. 

6299. It£' we took the trroops away and aban· 
doned the protectol'",te you think they wouM be 
lil<:ely to defend tbemsel ~es against the Ashantees, 
do you ?-I think that takiDg away the troops 
would enable them to defc11d themseh-es hettel', 
because when the troops a:1'C there they think it 
is their duty to defend them. 

6300. Do you think tbey would he eClual to 
the task of defending themselves?-They are 
composed of the same material as the Ashantees, 
and they are as well able to figh t, and bettcr 
armed also. 

6301. You think they would be more than a 
match for the Ashantees ?-I thiDk the'\' would, 
combined. . 

6302. You say these protected t ribes are ac­
tually Ashantees ?-Nearly the whole of them 
were so at one period. , 

6303. Then what made them come out of their 
country?-They preferred the mild rule of Greot 
Britaill to that of the King of Ashantee. 

6304. They Came away to come under British 
protection ?-Yes; there is a. ,-ery extensive 
tract of laud between the River Prah and Co­
massie, which those tribes left to come to U~, 
called the Assin country. 

I I 4 6305. Suppose 
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6305. Suppose such a concentration of the 
government n.t Siel'ra-Leone were to take place, 
have you calculated what would be the whole 
strengt,h of the regula"s which would be neces­
sary for the whole of the West Coast of Africa? 
-Yes; I haye given that a great deal of con­
sideration, and I am of opinion that 10 com­
panies would be ample for the whole of tbe 
coast. 

6306. Would you place seven at Sierra Leone ? 
-I would ha.ve soven at Sierra Leoue, one at 
C"'pe Coast Castle, ",nd two at nhe Gambia. 

6307. Lord Stanley.] What would be the 
skength of a company r-One hunched men, in­
cluding serjeants. 

6308. Chairman.] Now, suppose this plan to 
be carried out immediately, do you think that 
part of the garrison of the Gold <Doast might be 
withdrawn at once ?·-I think they might; but I 
should recommend the police first ,to he put in a 
state of organizati0n. 

6309. To what extent do you ~hink the gan­
rison might be reduced ?-At Cape Coast Castle 
the garrison is about to be reduced by 400; ~hey 
are going to Sierra Leone, to take the plaGe of 
the 34 West India Regiment, which is going to 
the West fndies. 

6310. How many would that leave ?-Tllat 
would leave 300. 

6311. And you think that mi~ht be further 
reduced ?-Yes, .that mig1\t be £urtll\er reduced 
by 100. 

631'2 . Leaving 200?~Leilving 200, tin the 
police was establishe,1. " 

6313. YOil think that would be slifficient?-I 
think so. 

6314. What forts would you take them from? 
- ] should do away witli Annamaboe, Winne­
bah, Accra, allcl nix {)'ove :; and keep the Castle 
for troops' only. - , ' ' 

6315. How many men would you put at each 
fort?-Fro'm six to ten are in each at present, 
except Accra, where there are :ibout 80. 

- 6310. How many officers would be, requir ed "t 
each fort?-There lUUSt always be a medical 
officer and a subaltern, If stlOb forts are to be 
kept up. • 

63~7. By taking away t!h.e garrisons from those 
forts, do you think we sllould run an:r ,·isk of the 
slave trade reviving?-I think not; 1 think tlley 
wou1d never ~.xceea domestic slavery among 
themselves. 

6318. Have you seen ;much trade going on 
there r-There ·is no tra.de scarcely. 

6319. Have yon seen the operation of gold­
<lust wasbingr-Yes. 

6320. Do you think tliai is properly con-

ducted ?-The natives have a great prejudice 
against our knowing anythjn~ about it; they 
fancy that if the white man finds it out it will he 
all up with them; they are content with what can 
he picked up from day to day. , 

6321. You say there is very little trade?­
Yes. 

6322. How many merchants are there?-There 
are two Europeans at Cape Coast, and ahout the 
same at Accra; that was the number when I 
~eft. 

6323. If there ",as no slave trade at all, do you 
think it. would be worth our while keeping up 
the gan'lsous a.'nd the government to protect. that 
trade ?-I think it would be worth while to keep 
a small force at Cape Coast, just for appearance 
sake. There is a good deal of trade at Comassie, 
and to t he northwards, between that and the 
Gold Coast, in go!d and ivory, if once renewed. 

6324. Do we pension any of the tribes around 
the Gold Coast ?-Not to my knowledge. 

6325. If we withdraw our garrison, should you 
propose that we should in any way obtain thei·r 
submission and assistance for our own purposes, 
by pensioning them ?-I think offers might be 
made to the kings and chiefs holding slaves, of a 
cel·tain salary for the abolition of slavery, thereby 
making it a colony. 

6326. You think we might get rid of domestic 
slM'ery by a process of compensation ?-Yes. 

6327. Have you "'ny proposition to make on 
thai subject?- I believe t,he income arising amon~ 
most of the chiefs aud kings, would not exceed 

.1rom 507. to 100 7. a year to each of them on an 
average. 

6328. How many are tllere ?-Fifty or sixty, 
I think, but perhaps not so many chiefs of con­
sequence. 

6329. And you think that a pension of about 
5@l. a-year to each of them might be sufficient 
Inducement to them ?-Yes. 

6330. What is the vaJue of a sla"e ?..:... £. 5 
to 81. 

6331. Do you think that tlle civil establish­
ment of tlle Gold Coast miaht be· reduced, as 
well as the military establisi,ments ?-Possibly 
these very smaJl governments might be reduced. 

6332. Take the office of Colonial Secretary?­
]j should myself prefer a private secretary at such 
plaqes as the Gambia and the Gold Coast, and 
Lagos also. 

6333. Have you any opinion with regard to 
the magisterial establishment, with regard to 
the judicial assessor ?-I believe the stipendiary 
magistrate at Lagos answers better than . the 
system of having a chief justice at the Gold 
Coast. 
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MIBlnERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Adderley. 
Sir Francis Baring. 
MI'. Baxter. 
MI'. Buxton. 
Mr. Cave. _ ~ 
Lord Alfred Chur6hilJ.- _ 

Mr. Cheeth~m . 
Mr. , Vi lJiam Edward Forster. 
:M r . Chichester Fortescue. 
~Ir. Gregory . 
:NIarquis of Hartington. 
Mr. Henry Seymour. 

THE RIGHT HONOU RABLE C. B. ADDERLEY, IN THE CHAIR. 

GERALD RALSTON, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

6334. Chairman.] You are Consul General of 
Liberia to t.his country ?-For Great Britain . 

6335. And have been so for 10 years ?-Yes, 
for 10 years. 

6336. Y Oll are you~self an America.n? - Y es, 
I am an America.n, but I have been living in 
this count ry for 25 years. 

6337. Will you give thc Committee some in­
forma.tion with regard to the present state of 
things in Liberia; is t.ra<le thriving there?­
They are devoting themselves very much to the 
jncrcnse of their products, and there has been an 
increase of coffee a.ud sugar of 40 fer cent.; they 
are also getting a great deal 0 paJm oil, they 
nre paying it little attention to cotton, arnd a good 
deal to fibres. There is an article of fibre made 
out of the palm leaf, which can',be converted into 
a most beautiful material for linen, a.nd whioh is 
worth 3 s. 6 d. pel' lb. 

6338 . That is a new article?- Yes ; but coffce, 
cotton, and oil, are the three staples of the 
country. 

6339. During the 10 years you have known 
Liberia, has trade been progressing ?-It has. 

6340. Do you see any rea.on why it should 
not continue to increase ?-On the contrary, I 
see every reason to expect it mll increase. Thcy 
arc accumu lating capital, and getting machinery 
out from England and America., and making de­
oided improvements. 

6341. We have been told that the Liberian 
Government have Jately passed a Ports of Eutry 
Bill, which has been a check to trade ?-It has not 
been a check to trade, because i t only came into 
operation on the l~t of J .. nuary of the present 
year. : 

6342. Will you ttll us the nature of the Bill? 
-The nature of the Bill is to confine the trade 
of foreigners to the six Ports of Entry, the same 
as is the custom in America., Holland, EnO'land, 
and aU civilised countries. ° 

6343. How many ports does that shut up?~ 
I t shuts up none. 

.6344. But does it shut up no port which has 
hitherto been made use of?-No; but foreiO'ners 
haye been in the habit of tradin~ all aloD~ the 
const, and O"ivinO' indiscriminateO trust toO the 
nb?rigines, '~hich °has been the cause of endless 
strife, bloodshcd, and destruction of property. 

0.39. 

6345. I t will restrict the import trade to those 
six places, which ha. hitherto been irregularly 
carried on at every place whether ports or not? 
-Yes, that will be the result of it; it wi ll have 
a. benefici,,'! effect on the country and on legitimate 
comn1ercc. 

6346. I suppose . that for a certain time, until 
the new system has established itself, it must 
check trade? - There have been only two houses 
on the coast except at tlje ports of entry; t.hoM 
are a Hamburgh house an.d a. Liverpool house; 
Charles Gotthelf is the Hamburg house and the 
Liverpool house is Messrs. Hlltton & Cookson. 

6347. " iThat was the necessity for the Ports of 
Entry BUI?-It has been 1011~ desired. The 
discussion commenced abo\lt the p ropriety of 
the tIring as early as the year 1851; thel'e has 
been au opposition to i t, but being convinced of 
t he propriety of t.he measure t.hey cal'l'ied it two 
years ago; they have given two yea.rs before 
t hey put it into operation, so t.hat any traders 
who had establishments on the coast might re­
move t.hem, and wind up their business and move 
to the ports of entry. 

6348 . The necessity for the law was on the 
ground of the revenue being defrauded at certain 
places, 'was it not 1-Yes. 

6349. Do you believe that the tendency of 
Liberia is to extend its territory?-It is not de­
sil·able. 

6350. It does not wish it, you t.hink ?- No, it 
does not wish it. 

6351. Why not ?-Because we are a yery feeble 
people. We have neyermore than 19,000 Ameri­
can negroes mingled with nearly 500,000 abo­
rig ines. 

6352. But as the Americans increase in pro­
portion to the natives, you anticipate that they 
will wish to extend the.ir territory by-and-by ?­
Decidedly. We claim 600 miles of the sea coast, 
and 60 miles in the interior, which is 30,000 
square miles. 

6353. Will you state what are the boundaries 
of Liberia on the coast?-We claim from San 
Peelro on the south-east to Shebar on the north­
west. 

6354. Is that the same as Sherbro?-Yes, but 
ShebaI' is the propel' name. 

6355. You claim from the British. occupation 
KK ~ 
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of Sherb"o?-We claim up 1;0 the Buitish occu­
pation of Sherbuo; the south-eastern boundary 
is the Rio San Pedro, which is about 45 miles 
from Cape Palmas to the south of Cape Palmas. 

6356. Do you chum Cape Pa.\mas?-Yes. 
6357. And 45 miles further?-Yes/ and 415 

miles fu.ther. 
6358. I s that boundary which you say the 

Liberia.ns claim undisputed by other powers?­
No. Unfortunately, it is disputed by Lord 
Russell. 

6359. What is the nature of tbe dispute?­
Earl Russell denies OU I' having got political juris­
diction over Gumbo, Muttro, Gallinas, .. nd She­
bar; but we made treaties with the natives, and 
we .tbought that we had settled the question 
before a Commission of English officers and 
Liberian offioers at 1'tionrovia, but to our astonish­
ment, President Benson having left here, Lord 
Russell wrote to me to say that he would not 
acknow ledge our jurisdiction over those four ter­
ritories. 

6360. He disputes a certain space between 
British Sherbro and Liberi", ?- Yes; th!,tis calfed 
t,he north-western territol'Y ' 

6361. Do you underst",nd in whose Govern­
'ment L ord Russell supposes that space to be ?­
H e says that the Governor of Sierra Leone has 
I"'tely made a t reaty for the Sbebar country, 

, altbough we had m'ade a treaty for that cpuntry a 
very long time p:dor. 

6362 . .You do not dispute t,he Bl~tish occupa­
tion of Sherbro, do you ?- We say that they have 
no right to it. 

6363. I understood that the boundary you 
mentioned was up to Sherbro ?-U p to the She­
bar River. Admil'",1 Washington recommended 
that a British surveyor should be appointed to 
determine how far up the Yon~h River, wluch is 
an affiueI\t of the Shebar, wou ld take us 60 miles 
in a stra.io-ht line into t.he interior. 

6364. The only question is, not ns te any space 
hetween ilie two, but where Liberia .. nd the 
British occupation join each other 1-J ust so. 

6365. Then does Earl Russell claim the Gal­
linas for the English ?-No, he claims it for the 
natives; he claims Muttro, Gumbo, and the Gal­
Hnns, as belenging to the a.boriginnl pewers. 

6366. Are t hey three i'mportant tribes1-No, 
tbey are not important; they a·re very small 
people. 

6367. When you sny' that Liberia claims all 
this territory, to what extent does Liberia set up 

- actual gevernment e'Ver the territelty 7- W e have 
. made treaties with all these abOliginal powers, 
t.hat t.bey shall put down the slave trade ,vithin 
thci l' jurisdictien. 

6368. But does Liberia actually govern the 
country ?-N 0', net positively j we have not sent 
colonies ef Arnm'.ico-Liberia.ns to settle the 
country; we have been intending to' do it, but, 
unfortunately, Capt!)in Smith, of H er Majesty's 
ship H Toroh," cnlled in question our right to the 

. Gallinns. 
6369. WiI'l you state the circumstances under 

which Oruptain Smibh, on ~he part of the English, 
cailled in question your right to the Gallinas?­
In 1860 there were two traders in the Gallina. 
country, who refused to pay duti~s to our 
Government; they were backed up hy Captain 
Smith, "nd a "essel of W'm' ,,-hich the English 
had had the benevolence to give to us, the 
"QuaU/' took those vessels in to Monrovia, for 
th.e purpose of fiDillg them fer going in cOlltrn­
yant~on te 0\11' revenue laws. 

6370. Wha.t countrymen were they?-English­
men. A Jew of the name of Davis, from Kent, 
was the owner of those two small vessels, and he 
was trading in that country without acknow­
ledging our revenue laws. Those vessels were 
c"'ptured by the" Quail," and taken down to 
Monrovia for the purpose of being regularly 

. tried. Captain Smith came into the port of 
Monrovia, and hitched them, and carried them 
hack to Sierra L eone. Having thus spit in our 
beard (that is a vulgar expression, but I .hall 
think of a better oue by-and-by) they made 
the natives believe that England no longer 
countenanced and supported us, and Prince 
Mannah in the Gallinas count.ry, who was a 
regular slave t,rader, and had been ever since 
early youth, sent off' messengers to the captain of 
the ~, BuonaventtlTa Cubano," a Spanish slaver off' 
the coast, and told him that he might come back 
to the Gallinas and trade with MOlll'ovia, as the 
L iberian Government had no longer any power. 

63171. Was this all in 1860?-No, that was in 
1861; but it was in consequence of Captain Smith 
callin,g in <lI ueation our jurisdiction over that ter­
Ii,itol1Y. I This H Buonaventura Cubano," who 
came into the Gallinas river, landed a.\l his mer­
chanoise and a'\l his doubloons, and ordered Prince 
Mannah to purchase a cargo of slaves for him. 
Prince 1vlaunah, who is n regular traitor, sent off 
a messenger to )VI onrovia to say that a Spanish 
slavel' was in the River GaHinas ,villi a cargo of 
slaves, and according to treaty stipulations with. 
Liberia he asked that a vessel of war might be 
sent up to capture trus "Buonaventura Cuba no.." 
President Benso,n sent off the" Quail," and she 
came up to the GaJllnas, and having investigated 
the matter, finding she was a regular slaver, did 
captme her; the surf was so vlOlent that tho.y 
could not bring her over tbe bar, and ,,11 the 
ground tackle of the "Quail" was lost in making 
the effort to ge~ her over the bar, therefor~ sbe 
was compelled to go back to ¥onravia to get a 
supply of anchors and chains. DuriD~ the ab­
sence of tbe "QuaU," Captain ,Smith, of the 
" Tor.ch," came into port, and seeing the Libe­
rian flag hoisted on the "Buonaventura Cubano," 
went on boa.rcl and recaptured ber, and burnt her, 
thus dest"Qying the evidence :that we should have 
haa to make out tbat she was a slaver before the 
Admiralty Court at Monrovia. But Captain 
Smith repented of having done this, and made a 
statement that he had done wrong, but to shield 
u. poor Liberians from the consequences of 
having captm'ed a vessel under the Spanish fia.g, 
he said, " I assume all the responsibility~" . In 
consequence C;f the destruct.ion of the "Buolla­
ventura Cuhno," the il)!anish Government of 
F ernando Po was exaeedmgly offended, and he 
sent up a. steamer of war" caUed the H Ceres," to 
batter down Monrovia, but forbWlately Oill' little 
people at Monrovia were prepared to receive the 
" Ceres," and after an actiOn of 12 minu.tes we 
planted so many shot into her that she cleM'ed off, 
and went tirst to Sierra Leone, and afterwa.rds to 
Fernando Po; and at Fernando Po the Governor 
was so disappointed and so mortified that such a 
little State ~~ Libel'i,a should have o-ivan such a 
-rough reception to this steamer ol'war that he 
wo;s prepnl'mg a large force; we understood that 
five or six steamers would make an attack on 
Monrovia subsequently, but President Benson 
fortunately sent a message to me, and I got it in 
20 days (which was a vel'J short passage), r eCOm­
men(lil!~ me to go to Enl'l HusseU immediately 
and· tell him all the circumstances; that they 

were 
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were in expectation of recei ving a most severe 
attack from the Spaniards> and hoped for the 
interference of the Bdtish Goverumentto prevent 
the destruction of M onrovia~ l~a,.r Russell most 
kindly, after understanding the whole question" 
Claid, " The British Government will take upon 
it~e l f the responsibility of the act~ and deeds of 
the Liberians. in consequence of Captain Smith 
haviDO'recaptured the' Buonaventura Cubano,' 
and d~stl'oyed her;" in consequence of this the 
Spooiards did not attack us any more, but there 
was a very angry correspondence carried on be­
tween Senor Isturitz and myself with regard to 
thili matter, and it finaJJ y died out in consequence 
of the British Goyernment interfering to assume 
all the responsibilities of our sius. _ 

6372. You believe you have heard-4he lasloL 
tills ?-1 believe so. -

0373. When did that communication take 
place between you aud Earl Russell ?-It was in 
the year 1862. 

6374. From t.his accountwbich you have given 
us, the Committee would be glad to know what 
are the terms between the Liberian and the 
Spanisl1 Government with regard to the slave 
trade?-\\'e-haye no tren.t)'; but I have just 
made a treaty with Portugal, and the Count 
De Lnvradio has promised me all his iJ?fluence 
with tbe Spanish Goverument to iuduce them to 
make a . imilar treaty with Spain. 

6375. ,rill you nrs t tell us what treaties exist 
between the Liberian Government and any fo­
reign power, with regard to the slave trade ?-In 
every treaty W bich I have made, I have tried to 
get as strong a clause as possible with regard to 
the slave trade, but have not succeeded in getting 
it assimilated to piracy, except in two instances; 
namely, that of the Republic of Hayti ",neli the 
Portuguese. 

6376. Do all the other treaties relate not only 
to the slave trade, but to commerce?-Yes, it is 
a general treaty; denominated a treaty of amitYJ 
commerce, and navigation, and they all have a 
clause with reO'ard to the slave trade. 

6377. But have you such treaties with other 
foreign powers ?-England a,nd France were the 
two first; then Belgium, Holland, "the kin O'dom 
of Sardinia, afterwards the kingdom of ftaly, 
Dellmark. Sweclen, Norway, United States of 
America, the Republic of Hayti, and the Han­
seatic tOWDS, Hamburg, Lubeck, :.1Dcl Bremen. 

6378. What is the suhstance of all those 
treaties which you have now mentioned j are they 
all of one form ?-More or less; they differ very 
little. 

6379. Are they for the suppression of the 
slave trade, and for what you call amity and 
commerce ?-They are for the purpose of im­
provmg the friendly and commercial rela.tions 
between the powers. 

6380. Is there a clause in the treaty with 
Hayti, mn-king the slave trade pixacy?-Yes. 

6381. Which is not iu othel' treaties ?-But 
Count De Lavradio, who is a l'eguln.r negrophlle, 
~as adopted my suggestion of putti.ng that clause 
lUto my treaty with the Portuguese, thouO'h he 
wns six years and a half before bein<T able ~to in-
duce his O'overnment to consent. 0 

6382. How many nations have assimilated the 
slave trade to piracy?-England and America 
only. 

6383. No other?-1 think not. Liberia has 
allowed the right of search to England for the 
purpose of putting down the slave trade. 

0.39. 

6384. I s there "'ny treaty between Liberia and 
Spain and Bl'azil ?-No; I am exceediDg~v de­
sirous of making treaties with Spain and Brazil, 
because I consider that the English, Americans, -
Spa.niards, a.nd P ortuguese, have been the great -
slave traders uf the world. 

6385. What is your hope of making treaties 
with Spain and Brazil ?-I have very good hope 
fOl' -Bra",il, hut I h~ot so much hope for Spain. 
The Spa.nish minister has examined · t his treaty 
witlh the Portuguese most C<'trefully; he has also ~ 
examined t he treaty with H ayti carefully, and I , 
have expressed a very strong desire that Spain , 
wonld make a similar treaty to declare the slave 
trade piracy. 

6386. How many ships ,of war have you at ' 
Liberia ?-OnIy one, the "Qnail," wh,ich the 
English Government benevolently sent out to 
us. 

6387. Does she ever make captUTes ?- She ' 
captured this c: Buouaventuro Cubano,"- and she 
is constantly cruising along ~he coast to protect 
th.e country from the slave t.rade. 

6388. But I presume there c",n he no slaye 
export from the coast of Liberia ?- No; because 
all the people are determined against it as much 
as the En"lish themselves. ' 

6389. §o that the only place where the 
" Quail" could fall in "with slavers would be on 
those disputed parts of your territory which are 
not aotually under your govel.:ument?-That 1S 

so. 
6390. Do you helieve th",t if the present efforts 

made by England, both on shore and afloat, were 
relaxedJ the slave trade would break out again? 
-I believe it would. 

6391. Where do you helieve it would break 
out ?-In the Gallina., for example, and in 
several other parts ,of the coa.t where the 
Americo-Liberia.us are not in sufficient power to 
protect the country. But concentrating all the 
trade of Liberia.. an those SL,( ports of entry, is 
the best guarantee against the revival of the 
slave trade which you can have in Liberia. 

6392 . Do you know of any demand for slaves 
now, except from Cuha ?- No. 

6393. Do you believe if th",t demand were 
stopped, there is any chance of a demand arising 
from any other quarter? - No. 

6394. Do you believe in the possibility of the 
Brazilia.n demand reviving?- No; I b~lieve that 
they a.re sincerely desirous of pntting down the 
slave trade. 

6395 . If th.e Cuban demand were stopped, 
you think there wonId be no more slave trade? 
-I do. 

6396. Both as Consnl General of Liberia, and 
as an AnlericaD} "'''hat is your opinion with re­
gard to t.he prospect of America co-operating 
with England in putting a final stop to the Cu­
ban demand ?-1 think the American policy is, 
not to interfere with foreign politics at all; bu~ 
they are sincerely desirous, since the anti-slavery 
party has come into power a.t Washington, to get 
rid of slavery, and to put a stop to the sl~ve trade, 
and I think they will make every pOSSible effort 
to do so. I am satisfie,l that the Liberians are 
the most determined people a&ainst thc slave 
trade of any people in the worl<l; even more so 
than the EnO'lish, because they are negroes 
themsel ves, .;;'d they have a decided hOlTor of 
the infamous traffic. 

6397. Mr. Cheetham.] Yon are speaking of 
the 19,000 American negroes?-Yes. 

K K 2 6398. Do 
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G. Rals/on, 6398. Do you refer to the aborigines at.:N? 
Esq. -They a,rc, of course, an ignorant people; they 

bad been ehg~ed in slave-trading hefo'lle ~he 
"5 Mal LibeJ1ans acqUlred power over them; they are 

Ii 865. getting ~radua11y educatecl into civil~sation; they 
are makmg decided progress ; hut if they had not 
the countenance of the Americo-Liberians, they 
would relapse into the slave trade again. 

. 6399. Sir F"ancis Baring.] Are the natives, 
as d-istinguished from the Am erican colo'u'red 
mC,e, ",t all mixed up wlth the G<>ve1'llment?~ 
Wl,enever f.]\ey have intel'ligence ' ~hey 1:11we' tlte 
right of voting for members ' of tlhe Legislature, 
for the appointment of justices of the peace, "nd 
for the different officers, a,nd so forth. 

6400. How do you measure their intelligence? 
-By a certain quantity of ability to read and 
write, aud the possession of a certain quantity ·of 
property. 

6401. Are they fourid to be intelligent when 
they do vote and get into a~point!l1elltls ?--Tney 
a.re very intelligent indeec1. In our country we 
have kroumen who a.re the most in'tell~gent 
negroes in the whole world; they <!"o on board 
the ships of war aud the vessels of ali tbe traders 
on the coast. ) . 

6402. Do ihey !\.old any situations of import­
ance in your governn1eni;?-They do not. 

6403. They do not rise above certain . sma,lI 
offices, do they ?--There were 5,000 recaptured 
Africans taken into Monrovia who were parcelle,] 
out alllong the farmers, and their families were 
educated and brought up very carefully, and 
many of them have been members of the legis­
lature, justices of' the peace, and become most 
respectable citizens. 

6404, Mr. Baxter,] Do you not think that 
the most effective mode of puttin o' an end to the 
shve trade w6uld be to blocka8e th'e coast of 
Cuba, so as to prevent tHe in,portation of Iilaves 
into (.he island ?-I do. 

6405: Now that Il,,, anti-slavery J?arty is in 
power 1U Amenca, do you expect that tnc ' Go­
vernment of the United States would be willing 
to co-operate with us in sending ont a squad"ron 
for the purpose of preventing fhe importation of 
slaves into Cuba ?-T do not think tba,t they 
would be willing to interfere with foreign pdlitics 
so much as that; llut I ihinl< they would use "II 
the efforts they could independently of sending 
a naval force. Probably a treaty llli~!Jt be made 
betwe~n England and America to ai'l in putting 
down t,he slave trade in Cuba. 

6406. When we sent a squadron six or eight 
yea.rs ago to tJl.e coast of Cub-a. for that purpose, 
we got into difficulties with the Americans 1-
Of course, beca.use ' they ·were all pl~o-slayery 
people a,t \~ asllington, and had been for 50 yea,rB, 
and but for this civil ·war, which has' desn:oyed 
all the slave propert,y of the country, e,'erything 
would have gone to ruin, and slavery would 'have 
been extended. • 

6407, You think tbat they wonlc1 give us tbe 
right of search) and co-operate with us on the 
coast of Cuba ?-There is a right of search ah·e,.dy. 
President Lincoln, in lbe Dl'st year of his admi­
nistration, made ~ treaty of l'ight of sem'e!\. qe­
tween England and ·America, a measme which I 
had been strugO'ling for for no less than 20 years, 
but my countrymen aLways poqll-poohed the idea" 
and said tbat it wonld be degrading to them. 

6408 , You believe that it is now ill the power 
of the Government of Gre"t · Britain and the 
Gov~l'llment of tlte United States complete)y to 

put an end to the slave trade on the coast of 
Cuba?- Yes. 

64:09. And you think tbn.t the United States 
Goveunment WQuld be ready to agree Ivith the 
British Government in a treaty for that purpose j> 
-I do. ]i believe t hat the intelligent Cubans are 
becoming aware of the irnpoMcyof slavery, and 
tbat tbey would make every effort to get rid 
of it. 

6410 . .Are you aware thM ,there is a party in 
Cuba not only in f:worlr of the abolition of the 
slave trade, but of- the abolition of slavery itself? 
-Yes. The ,sp:misb slave has always haa privi­
leges over the American slave. He can buy his 
Monday, l'I\en his Tnesday, then his Wednesday, 
and so forth up to Saturday, and when he had 
bopght all {,h'e week, t he purchase monPJ was 
always determined by the adjudication of disin­
terested parties in the neighbourbood. The sum 
desi$nated cml!d not be controlled by the master 
of t,ne Slave. Now in America, the slave never 
could buy his freedom, except by the-consent of hi. 
mdster. The slaves in Cub", have ",11l''''Ys been 
more kindly trcated than in America. ' 

611H. Ts it your opinion 1hat the continuance of 
tile slave tl'ade on the part of tlie Spaniards, with 
the conniva,nce of the Spanish officials, endangers 
tI,e ten~torial possessions of SpaiD in Cuba ?-I 
do not believe th",t it does endanger them, be­
ca'Use ~lley ' keep up a s·1Jrong force in the island. 
But Jl 'know ~hat in Madrid now there is a very 
strong anti-slavery feeling getting up. There has 
been an Anti-Slavery Society established in 
Madrid, and they are malcin~ every effo11t to ex­
tend the anti-slavery feelmg throughout the 
Peninsula as ,vell as through tbe island of 
Cuba. 

6412. Mr. Cheetham.] Assuming that Great 
Britann, 'Was to place a sqrl1aa.ron on the ceast of 
Cuba,'is it your opinion that we miO'bt ai.pense 
with the sq nadron on the const of Africa?-Yes, 
I ~hink so, lt would be far bettel' to have a 
squadron on the coast of Cuba tban on the coast 
of AfHca; but the most effectual way of putting 
down t.he sla"e tra'de on the coast of AFrica is to 
liave those ch·ilized settlements such as Siel1fa 
Leone, Liberia, and so forth. 

'6413. \'{ould your opinion be adverse to the 
'remov.:l of t l\e British settlements on the coast, 
the D1issionaries being left to their own resources? 
-I am R. very great advocate for the negroes 
governing themselves. I think Liberia is better 
governed than Sierrn L eone, because t]l.e white 
people govern in Sierra Leone, whercn~ in Li-
beria the negroes crovel'n. . 

6414. But no:e tbe negroes whom you speak of 
a , rery superior class to rthe aborigines ?-De­
bideelly, because they ha~'e had the ad'Yantage of 
educafion in America. . 

6415. But how would that apply to the whole 
of our possessions. Supposing we withdrew, we 
shotllelleaTe the gO'l'el'llment in the h?.nds of the 
abb'l'i~ines, should we not ?-Bllt the missioUlu'iea 
and t,lle British Consuls W0l11d guide the people 
into good gO,·el'nment .. 

6416 . y. 0Ul' opinion IS, that 'We miaht reside 
011 that coast with a mueh less. f0rce tIl ere than 
we do now?-Deoidedly; and I think w berever 
the white men govern, there is such a strong 
pl'ejuelico between tlte whites and the hIacks, 
that t.here is not good go)'erument. It is most 
expensive to have the whites, beca.use they die 
there. I ~ho\lld die in a fortnight; a vasL number 
of English db die. r do not recommend that any 

, but 
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but black people should govern the coast of Africa; 
we might ~et respectable West Ind ian negroes. 

6417. 'l1lOse observations would \,pply to all 
the coast from the Gambia down to ,Lagos, I 
suppose 1- They would. 

6418. About the cultivation of sugar, cotton, 
and oil; is that cultivation carried on by those 
Amel'ieanized negroes, or by the natives?- Tl;te 
American negroes have th~ intelljgence, :lind 
have the capital and enterprise, but they find 
aboriginal labourers at a very cheap rate; they 
pay them about four dollars per mQl1th. 

6419. Are those aborigines willing to work!,-
Pelfectly. . 

6420. There is no difficulty in getting labour? 
-None whatever. 

6421. Then how do you account.fer tpe fa!)t 
of the very small supply of cotton ?~Cotton has 
not becn :lrttell(led to with sufficient energy 
11itherto, and now that the Americau war is over, 
I believe that; the price will get down so low 
that it will not be wor~h while for "ny but the 
Egyptians, aud the Turks, and a few other 
powers to compete with America. 

6422. You think your exports in future will con­
sist of sugar, coffee, and palm oil ?-Sugar, C}offee, 
palm oil, and this fibre which I mentioned. 

642.3. 1I1r. Seymour. J You stated that you 
thOll.!!ht the slayes were better treated, in Cuba 
than'they were in America ?-Decided ly; I h~ve 
travelled all oyer Cuba, and in every State of 
South America. 

6424. In Cuba you have never been on a 
plantation without seeing the wllip very con­
stantly used, have you ?- 1 know it. 

6426. Have you not hea.rd the cries during 
the night of the people that were flogged ?-No, 
I never heard that, hut I know that the whip 
was used very fl-equently and abominably. -

6426. Have you cver walked out while stay­
ing on a plantation in the middle of the night (;11:: 

evening ?-I have never witnessed a.ny cruelty 
of that kind; the gentlemen with whom I have 
stopped for a few days have always heen wi,th 
me, and they naturally would not like m.e ~o 
witness nny unpleasaut. circumstance of that 
kind. 

6427. But are you aware of the pace at which 
tho slaves are used \11' in Cubo" anel of the 
avernge of their lives ?-Yes, seY-cn years; it is 
horrible; dreadful. 

6428. That ,,-as not the case so much in the 
Southern States.., was it ?-No. But among t)1e 
slaves in America, the husband was separated 
from the wife, and the mother from the children, 
and so forth. 

6429. Do you think that, practically, the laws 
are ca,rricd out in Cuba so as to give any kind 
of security to the slave ?-1 believe that any 
slave can purchase his freedom. 

6430. I know that. a slave can pu.rchase his 
freedom, but, at the same time, would you not 
say tha.t the slaves a.re most cruelly used on the 
plantations ?-Decidedly; but then their condi­
tion was better than that of the American negro, 
because the latter, having more intelligence, was 
sep:;ratetl from his family, and had not the privi­
lege of le"ruing to read the Bible: th.ey aJ'e 

na.turalIy n. very religious a,nd devotional people, G. Ralsiott, 
and they considered tpe privation of learning to E~q. 
read and becoming Christia.ns was a very se~ere 
one. 

6431. H ave you eyer been on the coast of 
Liberia. yow'self?- N 0'; r have never b-een fur­
ther than the Cape de \T erde Islands. 

6432-. You do not know, from person,al know­
lecl~e, that th~ ~<:g~es on the ,Vest Coast of 
AfrIca would bc £t to govern themselves ?-N"ot 
irom J'ersonal knowledge; but I know that intel­
ligent men at Lagos, at Sierra Leone, and other 
British establishmeilt<;, ha"e manifested intelli­
gence , enou@h to govern t.he people, provide<1 
they were put in the way 6f doin~ it.. 

6433. You cannot give the fJommittee any 
infonmation witt regard to the lVest Coast of 
r'\..fricafrom your own experiellce,?-No, I ca,nnot. 

6434. Mr. Cave.] You know Cuba from your 
own expel'iellce, do not you ?-Yes; but it is -25 
years since I was there. 

643.5. Do you know t h"" almost every slave iii 
existence in Cuba now bas been t.'1.ken there con­
trary to tl·eaty ?-Entirely; it is most shamefnl 
that it shou ld ~e so. I wish the English would 
make them suffer for it. 

6436. You ho,ve told us that you have gJ:eat 
hopes of the suppr~§..sion of the slave trade by 
the Sp'l-niards themselves ?-Yes, on the part of 
the people ot; Cubjl. -

6~37. And lI'tadrjd ?...,..1':e8; tpey lpve ,g9t an 
a.uti-slaverO' SOCiety in 1\1adri,l ; you w1ll see a full 
account of it in. the" Star " ~of about a month ago) 
and .in th" " ~ti.-Slayery Re~Ol·ter " of April. 

6408. Would it , nOI 4,:" betier to be~in hy 
keepmg the treaty wlth tlus country?-Yes, de­
cidedly; I and if 1 were the Rl"itish <iovernment I 
woul,l compel them, 

64.?9 . How ?"7B)" fo)·c~; if necessary. 
6440. You a,re aware that tbe whole of · the 

cultivation of Clfba. is carried on 15y slaves im­
ported from ,AJric" ?-I believe so. 

6441. There i. no diffioulty in distinguishing 
these, con;unonly ca~Led Royal negroes" is ther~ '~ 
-None whatever. 

6442. V we coul,) manage to make Spain obey 
the trea.ty, we should have no occasion for a 
sqlUldroli on the Af6can coast, should we ?- No, 
I think not; but the Cnbi)'ll$ are so f0gli tened 
now in conseqRence of the near abolition of 
slavery in the United States, that they will 
certainly make efforts to get rid of the accursed 
thing in that island as well as in the Southern 
Sbates. . 

6443. I~Tit:h regard to tne slaves purchasing 
their freedom, a re you not aware that the slave 
who pmchases his day-by-day freedom in Cuba 
has been constantly cheated out of those days, 
and that therefore the law is a dead lettel· ?-It 
is in n great m~asure a dead letter j but in many 
cases ~t is carried out honestlY1 I believe ; it is not 
as honestly carried out as I sllOuld like to see it. 

6444. 1\1r. Seymoul·. ] It is their habit to make 
lotteries for buying their freedom, is it not?­
That, must have been in operation since I was 
there; it is 25 years afrO since I visited Cuba. 

644;5. Chah·man.] llave yon anything fmther 
to state to the Committee ?-No. . 

25 May 
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Colonel EDWARD CONRAN, re-called; a,nd fw:ther Examined. 

6446. Lord AIJred Churchill.] WERE you 
present at Cape Coast Castle when the kina was 
elected 1_ Yes. '" 

0.39. 

64 .. 7. VlThere does he reside ?-In the town of Colonel 
Cape Coast. E . Conrau , 

64.48. For how long" period had the!"e been no 
KK3 ~g 
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W. Hackelt, 
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king there preyious to thM ?- In the year 1856 
the people of Cape Coast Castle discontinued 
haying a kin!" a;ld they had no king from that 
pel'iod up to tM 21st of February last. 

6449. Bat do we admit of a king residing in 
the town exercising authority conttEl<ry and 
opposed to that of the Goyernor?- No; the Go­
vernoI' refused to adm;t it. As to bis holding 
OOU1'ts, and also appointing magistrates, Governor 
Pine refused to admit bis right to do so. 

6460. His jUl'isdiction has neyer been asseuted 
to by the Col0nial Office in this countuy?-It 
could not h"ve been, J)ecruuse he has been so 
"ecently a'PI,ointed. 

6451. W:tat are the ci.rcumstances which occa-

"'0';led the ;,nposition of a fine upon tho. king; 
w hlCh you referred to last week ?-~I think I h .. ve 
stated tbat it was a fine of 20 1. 

6452. Was that fine paid by the king ?-l 
have Governol' Pine's authority, in writing, for 
stating that it was paid by the Icing. Governor 
Pyne complimented me on turning out the 
troops, attributing our success in makin~ the king 
pay the fine to the effect produced by tile troops. 

6453. It bas been stated in a p"per, called the 
"African Times,u that the Governor paid the fine 
himself?-I \lave it officially from Governor 
Pine that the king paid it, ",nd th"t he attri­
buted nile fact of the payment to the exertions of 
our tr:oo-pa. -

WILLIAM HACKET"', Esq., called in; and Examined. 

6454. Chairman. ] You "re Cbief Justice and 
Judicial Assessor on the Gold Coast?-I am. 

6455. How long have you held both those 
offices 1--1 was appointed in April 1863, hut I 
acted prevdously to that for about a year and a 
half: 

6456. Th",t is to say from 1861 ?-From Octo­
ber' 1861, with t.he exception of tbree months. 

6467. During the w'hole of that period (when 
you acted before your appointment, .. nd since), 
ha'\'e you actec1 in both capacities as chief justice 
.>nd judicial assessor?-Yes, looth as chief justice 
Ulnd judicial assessur.. 
, 6458. Practic"lly, is t.here muoh diffe,'ence in 
the proceedings of the courts in those two capa­
cities ?-Yes; praotically there is a considerable 
difference, because as ohief justice I felt myself 
bound by the English law, but not when I.was 
judicial assessor. 

6469. Do you sit in two separate courts ?-No, 
in the same COUl't.. 

6460. Are the prooeedings the same ?-In fact 
the mode of procedure is very simple. It is a 
mere summons ; there is no pleacling in either case. 

6461. I s the office of judicial assessor exercised, 
as it was first intended, in conjunction with. the 
lln.t.ivc chiefs?- No. I am not aware whart was 
the first intention, but when. I went out I did 
not find it the pracmce te exercise it in cOLljunc-
tion witll the native chiefs. . 

6462. We have had it in evidence that the 
first intention of the office was, as the nitle of 
nhc office implies, that the English judge should 
sit wit.h the native chiefs, and administer the law 
ill cuses of dispute between the natives ?-Yes, 
certainly; but it has not been exercised in that 
way to roy knowledge. 

6463. Then the judicial assessor docs not in any 
case now (nor has he done so durinO' the years 
you have n.oted) sit with the nnrtivp. ctiefs ?-No. 

646·1. The chiefs have never taken part with 
bim ?-No, I think not. , There lUay have been 
some cases of that kind, but in general it is not BO . 

6466. vVben you say th",t the chief justice 
administers strietly the English law, what law 
docs the judioial assessor administer I-He ad­
ministers natur,,1 equity, paying ntteution to the 
oustoms of the country, where they are not con­
trary to equity Qr to morality. 

64G6. Do you find that that sort of law in the 
b" east of the assessor, O'raduaUy and practically 
adapts itself to the E':,glish I"IV ?--I suppose 
where the EuO"l'ish law is consistent with uatun'll 
justice that it ~uust be so. 

6467. It is only an exceptional ["w where the 
native customs do not adapt themselves to the 

English law ?-1'"es, where they are improper or 
unjust; whe"e they would work evil. 

6468. 1Vhat n"nive customs are you specially 
alluding to ?-There are many of their customs 
which arise from superstitions. 

6469. In regard to which in adD1inisterin~ the 
law you are compelled to exercise your pnvate 
judgment as well as you can, I suppose ?-Yes, 
there may be many cases in which the native 
customs may "'ppear to us unjust. 

647&. How {",r, practically, have you heen 
obliged to countenance domestic slavery in the 
administration of the larw as judicial assessor { -
I have had very littJe to do with that; I 
have never pronounced a decree which posi­
tively sanctioned slavery j I have never interfered 
except to prevent cruelty, butl generally a.oided 
touching the question, because I thought it 
prudent. 

6471. Do you think that the first intention of 
the office of judicial assessor was practicahle ?­
No, I think it altogether hnpract.icable; I believe 
it is impossible for any English judge, sitting 
with a native chief, to administer justice. 

6472 . Where do you sit as judicial assessor? 
-I used formerly to sit in the fort of Cape 
Coast j but the Court is now in the town. 

6473. In no othel' forts ?-In the fort at Ana­
maboe, the fort M Jamestown and at Accra. 

6474. Any other? - Dix Cove. I have not 
been thel'e, hut there is a fort at Dix Cove, where 
the English magistrate sits. . 

6475. Have you appointed periods at which 
you sit at each of those places ?-No. 

64,6. You make your circuit as you can ?--' 
Yes. 

6477. Doe. business accumulate in your 'office 
as judicial assessor {-No, not to a great extent. 

6478. You oan praotically dcal with it all?­
Yes; but there is sometimes great delay in cases 
from the interior on account of the difficulty of 
obtaining evidenoe. 

6479. When you are at Cape Coast is t.here 
any inferior judge administering the I .. w at other 
forts "t the same time, with all appeal to you ?­
Yes. 

6480. WI)at are they called? - Civil com­
mandants. 

6481. Do they all exeroise the same desol'ipt.ion 
of law as YOllrself?-They Me supposed to do "0. 

6482. Where is yOUl' court as ohief justioe ?­
That is in the town of' Cape Coast. 

6483. Do you sit at the otJ,er forts also as 
chief justice ?-I do. 

6484. Do you sit in the two separMe capacities 
on two separate days 01' ou the same day?-It 

depends 
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depends altogether on t.he business.. We have ment establishlnents than we have.., or do yot) W. JIackett, 
not tipIe gen~rally to pay much attentIOn to forms think that our establishments are sufficient for ~ 
Md ceremomes. '. the good government of the country 1-1 think 

64,85. Is your business, as chlef justice, chiefly they are not sufficient for the good government of 25 May 
in settliD O" disputes between British subjects or the country. Gur establishm ents are certainly 1'865. 
between the British and the natives ?-There is insuffi cient· for the government of the country at 
n "rent deal of business between the natives and present. ' 
tJ1~ British and foreigners. 6505. D o you t.hink the influence .of the EuO'-

6486. As judici~1 assessor-you only presi<Le lish G0vernment 1!J the forts is suoh as to ke; 
over casas between natives, r presume? - As the peace amon~ t.he tribes of the whole Protec-
between the natives. torate 7-1 think so. 

6487. Js the oriminal law administered with 6506. Have you formed any opinion with 
trial by jury on the Gold Coast ?-Yes, for the regard to any improvements that . he English 
most part. might make in their establishments there ?~Yes, 

6-188 . VVlllLt do the juries consist of generally? I think tbere mig]"t be sOme improvements. One 
-Of natives and a few Europeans. They are great improvement would be, instead of haVing 
interm ixed. _ - young mili tary officers as commandants, to have 

6489 . Do you find them honest and intelligent oivilians-educwted men. At present tbe com­
as jurvmell ?-Yes, I think they are tolerably maudants are liable to be removed at any moment; 
honest, so far as my experience goes. I ha,ve DO they a,l'e temporary appointments; I think if you 
reason to complain of their verdicts. had permanent commandants at the outstations it 

6490. Either as corrupt or as unintelligent?- would improve veTY much th~ administration of 
Neither. . justice, a,nd the general government of the 

6491. I suppose tbere is an appe.1 to you from country. 
the jl1dicial officers of . ,ll the Courts in the other . 6507. Mr. Cheetham.] I s the commandant civil 
forts, to you both as chief justice and as judicial or military?- He is generally a very youna 
...,sessor ?-Tbere is, I believe, generally a right military officer, holding a civil appointment an'a 
of appeal. liable to be removed at any moment. 

649~. Practically, are there many appe!lJls 6508. Mr. SeymolLr.] I s there often a change? 
made to you from the Inferior Courts ?- Not -Very often; there are several changes in the 
many. course of the year sometimes. 

6493. Do tbe cbiefs themselves in tbe Proteo- 6509. Mr. Chichester Fortesclte.]- I suppose the 
tOTnte ever refer to YOul' Court for arbi1ration 1- Governor has reCOU1"se to those military officers 
Yes. -from motives of economy ?-Yes; he is obliged to 

6-19-1.. I suppose tbat two chiem would not do it, there is no other resource. 
settle their own disputes by reference to your 6510. Mr. Seymour.] Do you mean tbat the 
m'hitrntion, would they ?-Yes; sometimes they Governor cannot appoint a civilian ?-Yes, but he 
refer to the judge, and sometimes they refer to has none to appoint. 
the governor. 6511. Tben he might appoint anybody 1-Ye" 

6495. Tbat bappens practically, does it?-Yes, but-the salary is too small . 
it happened wben I was acting as Lieutenant 6512 . Mr. Ohichester Fortescue.] He has 'not 
Gvvernor. There was a dispute between the tJle means of paying them ?-He has not the 
King of Apollonia and a neighbouring chief a.s to mefllns of paying them . 
wbich was lord paramount, and I wrote to invite 6513. Chairman.] I s it your opinion that we 
them to Cape Coast. sbould bave a laraer staff, or merely tbat we 

6496 . \~'T ere you in that case acting as private should concentrate the offices in a different class 
referee ?-No, I acted as Governor. of men 1-I do not think it woulcl be necessary 

6497 .. But did the chief. submit disputes to to bave a muoh larger staff. 
you JudiOlally?-I have had cases myself as 6514. :Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] Do you ever -
judge. find any difficulty in enforcing your sentences as 

6498. You were there three montbs acting as judicial assessor ?-No, I think decidedly not; as a 
Goyernor in Governor Pine's absence, were you general answer I may say no. There may be one 
not 1-'-Yes. or two cases in which I haye fonnd diffi cUlty, 

6499. It was durin~ tbose tbree months that but I bave I>enera.uy found the most cheerful sub-
that reference occurrect?-Yes. mission io the decrees of the British judge ou the 
. 6500. From what you haye seen of tbe work- part of all the natives. 
~ng of those Courts, do you think t hat they have 6515. Tben your court as judicial assessor is, 
l~~rovcd tbe babits of tbe nati"es generally, in fact, a Court of Appeal from e,"ery part of the 
glVlD.g them better ideas of legal proceedings?- ~rotector~te to whic,h the pl'?tected tribes :vil­
I ~bink that they are a great boon to tbe Imgly resort?-PractlCally so ; ill fact, tbe liatlves 
natives. have this idea, that their chiefs and kinO's are oyer 

6501. Do you think tbat we have improved tbem, and tbat the representative of the English 
theu' Ideas of justice ?-I tbink so, decidedly. Government is tlte bead over theu: cbiefs; it is 

6502. Do you suppose if the English witbdrew a common form of expression to hear them say, 
from the Gold Coast, our judicial proceedinG's " You are the master of all of us;" that is the 
W?ttl~ leave a permanent trace in their own ~- tone assumed by the kings and chiefs . 
• htuhons and babits ?-That I could not say; I 6516. Chairman.] D o yon tbink t hey mean 
have not formed an opinion on that subject. that the Enalish are their mtlsters, not only as 

6503. 'Vhat is your opinion of the value of tbe referees but"as protectors also ?-I do DOt kno,,'; 
English forts to the English student.s, indepen- that may be their i~ea; I ne\-.er inquired what it 
dcntly o~ any civilisation of the natives 1-In a mea,ut. 
".ammerClal point of view, I should say very 6517 . Mr. Chichester FOI·tesclLe.] But the chiefs 
litt1~.. al'e willing tbat their decisions should be reviewed 

6004. Do you think that if we really undertake by you as represeuting the supreme power?­
the government of that country we ought . to Yes. 
assume more extensive operations and Govern- 6518. You conceive that great O'ood is done in 

0.39. K K 4 • 0 that 
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W. Hackett, that way ?-Yes, inimense good; because among 
Esq. barbarous tribes tbe chiefe are very little supe-

'5 May 1"ior. to the rest of tne people, and it is a great 
, 865. boon to their people to have a superior. power to 

appeal to from the injustice of their chiefs. 
6519. Does, this ju<isdiction extend over a very 

large tract of country ?-Yes, over a very large 
tract of country. 

6520. So that by means of the peculiar jutis­
diction, the British Gover-nment exercises an in­
fluence for good over a far larger tract of country 
tban in any other of our settlements ?-Yes, hath 
directly and indirectly. , 

6521. 'What is the ordinary nature of the 
cases that come before you?-There is the greatest 
possible variety of business; in the first place, 
there a.re cases frOID the lhatives of the inter,ior, 
purely native disputes, family questions, questions 
about land·; in additi0D 1';0 that there arlle a gJ.1eat 
many questions of a commerciall nature; they 
principally arise among the inhabitants of the sea 
const; there are also a great many cases which 
are actions br0ught by foreignCl"S; for instance, 
by the American tradel~ against the natives. 

6522. Do you find tliat the people 0j1- the illte­
rior acquiesce as willingly in yourjurisdiction a.s 
the people of the coast ?---,Mo~e so, l' think; de­
cidedly more. 

6523. There is no necessity for the use of 
force in carrying your decisions into effect?-I 
have never known itl- in my experience. 

6524'. Cha;rman. J Ate your coul11:s in the 
actual forts, or ~re they in any cn:se in the towns 
around tlie fo1'ts ? - They a'l'e in the towns gene­
raUy except at Annam",boe and Dix Cove. 

6525. Do you conceive that the Eritish ha .. e 
any territory outside the for·ts ?-That is a ,point 
w lileh has never been settled, I believe. 

6526. But you having been quoted as givmg 
an opinion, do- you conGeive that it is so ?-My 
opinion is that it Is very doubtful; I should not 
like to act all the assumption thai> we had terri­
tory outsid'e the forts; but th",t que.tion has nev.er 

- been settled. 
6527. Sir Franci. Bmin.q.] As chief jlistice, 

you administer English law?- Yes. 
6528. I do not under§tand yoa to say that you 

administer .trictly the English la.w, but a law so 
~ modified as to suit the circumstances of the 

Colony, is 1h3!t 80 ?-If there were a GaSe arising 
between two Englishmen -I should ende:uvoUl' to 
act as much in consonanGe with the English prac­
tice as IJossible_; not adoptiDO" the m0de of plead­
ing, bec~l!Use that is practicafiy ~mpossible. 

6529. But as between a", Englishma,n ama an 
American and a fOi'ei~ner, an.d as between an 
Engl:ishlUan arid a natlve, ho,,, would you act 
then ?-It would depend a good ueal on what the 
nature of the case wa·s ; if it was a commercial 
case I should decide it according to ~he princi­
ples of 1lle];cantile law in England; there are a 
great many cases, such as questions on biHs of 
exchange and mutual accounts, and there my 
only guide is English law. 

6530. But does not it in reality come to this, 
th"t yon YOllrse1f decide 'how fat' you are to eaury 
oun the !English IQlw, or how much yon have to 
drop, not bein)f nble to carry it out very strictly? 
-When I deOlde accoriling to any law 1 decide 
accordin" to the English law. 

6531.'13nt ",t times you decide not according to 
any law ",tatl?-No. ' 

6532. Do you met>n to say thwt you carry out 
strict English law, as chief justice 1-1 do not 
carry out that part-of English law which relates 
to pleading or practice. 

• 

6533. But you are the judge of how far you 
shan carry it .out or not?-The sale judge. 

6534. Now, with regard to the native law be­
tween tbe natives, yo" carry out the principles of 
justice, modified in accordance with the custoDlS 
of the natives? - Y e8 ; for instance, supposing the 
tittle to property is in di~pute; in investigating 
that q uesmon 1 should g~ve tbe property to the 
person who was the heir accoriling to the cnstom 
of the country. 

6535. How do you know what that is ?-I take 
evidence on tha!; point from the elder persons of 
the country. 

6536. In fact the natives give you the law of 
the country ?-That is ,my only means of getting 
at it. 

6537. In fact they decide the question ?---'No, 
I decide the question on hearing the evidence. 

6538. Mr. Cheetham.], Butthey do enable yon 
to decide ?-Yes; they are the books which iI 
consult. 

6539. Sir Franns Baring.] In India, in old 
times"the judges had an adviser by their side; 
;you bave not got tbat?-No: . 
,., 654@. I!D a good lna,ny of those cases that 
come. hefore you, between Europeans and the 
natbves, d0 you find that the Europeans are always 
in the right ?-I do not know how to answer that 
question. 

6541. You can tell me whether they a·re always 
in the right, or whether you find the Europeans 
bebave better on the whole than the native mer­
chants in those ,case .. ?-L do !.lot think I can say 
anything one way ot' the other. . 

6542. There is not such a preponderance' of 
honesty on the European siae as to make any 
strong impression on YOlL ?-l sea.reely know' how 
to answer that question. 

6543. Mr. Cheetham.] To put it the other 
_way, there ;s not such a deficiency of honesty on 
the native side as to have struck you ?-:::-L can 
only again saiY, tha.t ! do not know how' to ;:t"U­

awer that qu~stion. 
6544. Y 0U have told us t\tat you have never 

sat with those native chiefs ?-As a rule not. 
I think that I have had a native lring with me 
occasionally. 

6545. But it is the custom in other settlements 
on the Coast, that the judicial assessor sits with 
the native chiefs, is it not ?-I ani not aware of 
that. 

6546. Do the natives willingly resort to your 
coum ?- Very willingly indeed. . 

6547. R",ve you, in your j,uries, an equal ilivi­
~ sion of Europeans and nati;ves ?-No. . 

65408. Are they all ·natives ?-No; we take 
Englishmen when we can get them. 

6549. Have you never an admixture of the 
two ?-Generally there is an admixture. 

_6550. Have you found practically tha~ the 
native jurymen invariably give their decisions in 
£avour of their countrymen? - No, I have not 
found thn~. 

6551. Whitt is your general opinion of the 
Gold Coast; in the first place, are they an in­
ferior race of men ?-No" I do not think they 
"",e. 

6552. Is there anything that strikes you in 
their mental or physical formation which seems to 
inilicate that they are incapahle of elevation or 
improvement?-They are not incapable of eleYa­
tion, certa.inl~. 

6553. So th",t in the efforts which are being­
made to elevate them by edu~ation or missionary 
labour, you see nothing to treat as futile ?-I 
thiJ>k not. , ' 

- 6554. Chairman.] 
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6554. Chairman.] Do YOll observe at all a 
superior class of men arising among the na.tives 
who have passed t.hrough the schools of the mis­
sionaries ?-Yes, I thinj< so; I think th",t there 
ia n. grea.t improvement every: day. ~here are 
some persons who are remarkably mtelilgellt. 

6555. And tbose persons you find out blVVG 
passe~ t~l1"ough the e,ducational. estahlishments of 
the mlSSiOnarIeS ?-Yes, there ~one olerk In the 
office of the Colonial Secretary of Cape Coast 
who is a person of remarkable intelligence. 

6556. Mr. Forster.] Do you aot as judge in 
criminal cases ?-Yes. 

6557. What sort of cases ?-All descFiptions of 
cases, from murder downwa.rds. 

6558. Do you enforce the punishment of death? 
-Yes, capital punishment. ~ _ 

6559. ·What power h""'e you to enforce capital 
punishment in the protected territory?-Trea­
ties with the nat.ives give us the power. 

6560. Chairman.] Does it frequently happen 
that the punisbment of death is carried out?­
No; there have been only six or seven cases since 
I went to the Gold Coast. 

6561. lI1r. Forster.] In the case ofa!lllan being 
found guilty of murder, a.nd yOUl' sentenoing him 
to dea.th, who carries out the sentence ?-It is 
can-ied out by the person who acts as sheriff. 

6562. TIe is a native, I presume ?-Yes, he ]s 
always a nath-e. 

656~. ,Yould the same man, or sberiff, .bave 
power all through the territory 1-No; you must 
have a. clistinct staff at each station. 

6564. Do YOll sentence to imprisonment also? 
-Yes; to imprisonment also. 

6565. ·Where are people imprisoned ?--They 
are imprisoned in the forts generally. 

6566. A\·e there any appeals from your crimi­
nal judgments ?-No. 

6567. Is there ever any diffioulty in enforcing 
them ?-No. 

6568. What are the punishments generally 
!!!fEcted ?-A few mont·bs) iLllp'rison,mcllt, with 
hard labour, for larceny and minor offences. 

6569. Is there any corporal punishment ?-I 
think the inspector of prisons bas the right of-in­
flictin~ corporal punishment for improper conduct 
while:m prison. 

6570. You do nob seDtenc~ prisoners to cor­
poral punishment ?-No; it is not the general 
practice. 

657!. Upon what code of laws do you act in 
criminal cases ?-AGcording to the English la.w, 
generally; th.ere is no ot.her law to go b y. 

6572. Does anybody defend the prisoners?­
Very often in important cases; in minor cases 
very often not. 

6573. What kind of defence is there ?-I sup­
pose it is the same kind of defence that would be 
got up at the Old Ba1ley, as far as the counsel 
can do it. 

6674. Are tbere native counsel?- Yes, there 
are nati,·c counsel; there are one or two na­
t ives who defend prisoners, I think. 

6575. Chairman.] Are the proceedings in 
English 7-Yes, in English. 

6576. Mr. Cave.] Are those counsel regularly 
educated men ?-One of them bas been educated 
~ England; he is a man of vcry good educa­
tion. 

6577. Chairman.] In the event of any punish­
ment being imposed on the subjects of a distant 
prot~cted tribe, would tbat punishment be always 
carrIed out within the Enolish forts or are they 
sent to their Own tribes ?~I have ~ot known of 
any case of their being sent to their own tribes. 

0.39. 

6578. Mr. Forster.] Do you uke cognisance 
of divorce cases 7-1 am sorry to say we do; be­
fore I went to the coast they bad passed an ordi­
nance constituting the chief justice the judge of 
a Divorce Court, giving him the right to di­
vor~e. I have always thought that throt was an 
ordinance which was very inadvisable. 

6579. Are the Committee to understand that 
you have cases of diY-oree between natives who 
are not Obristians-?=-N 0, that onlr applies to 
Christians. . 

6580. You do not interfere as Ohief Justice 
wit.h the domestic relations of natives who nre not 
Christians ?-N o. 

658!. Mr. Seymour_] Are there any lI1aho­
medan eazys thelle ?- No. 

_ 6582. Are there any n~tive judges ?-No, not 
reg1ulall judges. 

6583. Throughout the protected territory do 
they all look up to you in cases requiring justice? 
- They bave got", general habit of constituting 
tbemsel yes into courts of arbitrat.ion; the chief 
of a tribe is supposed to have judicial power. 

6584. Do you think it would be a good thing 
to have one eentJ:al govefinment at 8ierl,"a Leone? 
-My opini011 would depend very much on the 
way in which it was cal:ried out in detail. 

6585. But if you had one able Governor and 
a better conunnnication between the sp..ttlements 
on the coast, do you think that it would -work 
well ?-Yes, if it were well ·done. 

6586. lit wO\ll<1 depend a good, deal 0)1 · t.he 
ohoice of the GovernOli,. wouJd it not ?- Yes. 

6587. Does t he prosper~ty of those settlement~ 
depend more on tb,at til",,, a))ytbing else in yom; 
0pinion ?r-X think so. 

6588. ADe there . any colourecl GOmmandants 
or men in Fositions of trust ?----;T4ere have been, 
but they have been l'emQ."ed. , ' 

65&9. Are there any now in offices of trust? 
-There are one or t'vo coloured gentlemen on 
the Gold Coast wbo noli! the comill.\ssion of -the 
peace; but ![ do not think, tbat there is any 
coloured person in actual ·office. 

6 .. 90. There is no coloured ccmmandant?-
No. ~ 

659l. , ;Vas the~e not", Dep.uty Goveruor, Mr. 
Bannerman, who was a very good one ?-Thn.t 
was before my time; 

6592. Do you t.hink it would be good policy 
to train up the natives to occupy"" rowy posi­
tions of trust as possible ?-I think so. 

6593. 'With regard to the pl"otect~d states that 
are at a distance from Cape Coast, in cases of 
req'uirin&" justice, do they come down to the 
coast?- reG, they come down to the coa.st. 

6094. Do you hotd anr Courts far in the in­
terior ?-N 0; I harve been once or twice 40 or 
50 miles into the intetio!". 

6595. How ID."y miles a day can you tra"el 
there?-W e tra"el very slowly; 25 miles is a 
long day's journey. 

6596. Can you do it at any season of the 
year?-I think not in tilie rainy seaSOll. 

6597. Do you think it would he practic.~ble to 
make beHer roads tbere ?-No, r think not. 

6598. You do not think that roads would be 
useful 1-Y Oll cannot keep tbem in order; if YOll 
make a road to-day, in six months' time, unles.s 
you kept it open, it would be overgrown. 

6599. That is the case with e"OI:y road, is it 
not 1-rt would be very difficult to keep up the 
roads in Africa. 

6600. Has the experiment of makin" a good 
metal road ever been tried 1- Never; there is a. 
road about three or four miles out of Cape Coast. 
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believe that it is quite as healthy for the native 
troops as :Bathurst. 

665!. What do you suppose 'Vouler be the 
injury caused to trade by the English with­
a..",wing their f01'ce f\'Om there ?-The principal 
"rticle of exportation from the Gambia is of 
such a bulky nature that it is liable to be de­
stroyed on the main land; in fact, the merchants 
lose every year f"om fire and from unruly natives 
It large am.ount of property. 

6652. iFil'e "nd phlUder ?-Fire nnd plunder. 
6653. Are the natives peculi~rly hostile to the 

English avouna there ?-No, quite t he contmry. 
6654. There is 110 1)1ore dangcr there thRn 

.uywhcve else, I suppose ?-No. 
6655. During the 31 years that you h.ve been 

there have you observed much cha.nge in the 
oharaoter of the natives neal' the river ?-It is 
very slight; but· I tbink there has been a slight 
improvement. 

6656. Vie have had some evic1ence, particularly 
from Capt"in Burton, that the Mussnlm"n tribes 
m;e gradually coming down to the river, and that 
~hey are more difficult for the English to manage 
than formerly; is th"t the case ?-No; the Mus­
sulmans "'1'0 the same people we had to deal with 
formerly; they have not COIne clown; they are 
the same people who have become Mohomed"ns. 

6657. Have . hey become more troublesome? 
-I have not found them so; ·the Maboil1eelau 
populatioll were originally k"pt down by ~he 
Kings, ,,,ho did not allow them any rights or land; 
they arc now throwing oft' the yolte; they have 
been nenrly consta.nt,ly at W"al' fo r the last 10 yca.rs, 
attempting to throw of!' the yoke of the natiye 
chiefs. 

6658. What is the use of the English Goyern­
ment mainta.irung the stdp of land between the 
ri" .. r amll tL e kingdom of Ba,:m ?-There is no 
use (Jmt I see in ii, only it i. elifficnlt to say what 
effeet it wonld luwe wilth regard to the collection 
of' the reveuue; for insta.nce, shpuld ~t be consi­
dm'ed as belonging to a. foreign power I do not 
know that we can prevent goods being landed 
on it. 

6659. That is on the su pposit.ion of its falling 
to a EUl'opean powcl'?-No, cven wjth anativc 
!i)owcr it would bc the same. 

66GO. Do you suppose it possible, supposing 
the kingdom of Barm resumed tI,e territory up 
the river, that there should be either imports or 
exports made on that suore, and brought in at the 
mouth of t.he river (supposing bl",t still held by 
the English) ;:I/taiust t,he will of the English?­
If thcy .>te landed there they woule! come up the 
river without Our beinO" aLlc to prevent them'. 

G66!. If we ohose to p,'event. that, shol11<il we 
not, being possessed oJ! the mout.h of t.he river, be 
a.ble to do so ?-Thn.t is n. question which 1 have 
some doubts about;, nRmely, whether we have n. 
right . to make }n,ws to prevent n. native power 
from landing goods in its own tel'l'itory. 

6662. Of eonrsc we could prevent, it as well at 
the 1110uth as by occupying the w hole of' the river 
bn.nk, could we not ?-Our 6st!lbUshQ1Cll.t. is several 
mlles furtlhol'Uj9 tho l!i\<er t,h,au tJle oommencement 
of the strip of and ill 'I ucation. 

6G63. But the el,t<.ies woulcl be Oll tbe imports 
R,nd exports from t.he 1'1ver to tJlC sen ?-Yes; 
there enn be no othel' object iu rctn.inillg that 
piece of land. VVe were bouucl, I t.hillk, to pro­
tect the ;\!\'enoh resielents at Albrcda when they 
gave it up to fl.lS. 

666.4. ,~rhe ll you contempll,te tho possibility of 
n. fOToS)gU power obtnining possession of tho Gnm-

bill., do you believe that the French have any 
desire to be posseBBed of the Gambia ?-'fhey 
have been a""iolls to obtain possession of the 
Gambia, no doubt; whether they care much about 
it now t.hat tibey have free access to it is doubtful, 
80 long as we keep it. 

6665. But the British interests would Buffer, 
in your opinion, if the French did become the 
pOBsessors of the Gambia ?-Only the merchants 
trading there, and the native inhabitants of the 
place. 

6666. What injury would it be, in tlle first 
place, to the merchants, and secondly, to ~he 
natives ?-'i'he want of British protection. 

6667. ~T onld not the French protect them as 
weI! as the Englisli do ?·--Perhaps the French 
would give them more protection. 

6668. l 'he trade is whoUy French, is it not?­
No, not wholly; we inlport a good deal more 
than the French, the exports are principally 
to France; they purchase with money, and we 
purchase with goods. 

6669. The ground nut is exported principaU,.­
to France, is it not?-Yes, principally to France. 

6670. Dill'ing the 3i years that you have been 
in the Gambia should you say that the trade 
has increased ?-The ground llutis ent,irely anew 
trade since I have been there. 

667!. And that is all to France ?-PrincipaUy 
to France. 

6672. Are you of opinion that no other trade 
has incl'ensed during those 31 years?-I am afraid 
that gold, ivory, and bees-wax have rather de­
creased tha.n otherwise. 

6673 . ,'Vbat do you suppose has pl'evented 
trade increasing? - I think the wars, and the 
ronds being shut up ill the interior. 

6674. Has it frequently been the case that 
t.here have been wars during those 31 years?­
Yes, it has . 

6675. What have those wars been occasioned 
by?-By merely quarrels between the natives 
themsel ves. 

6676. 'What has set the natives quarrelling?­
It is impossible to say. 

6677. The Committee would like to have yonI' 
evidence, whether the )lreSence of the British 
Government during ~he 31 years that yon have 
been there has, in your opinion, kept pence 
among the pwtives, 01' whether it has, on the con­
trn.l'Y, led to disturbances among the nati"lres ?-J 
think it has tended to keep the peace. 

6678. What has been the nature of their 
quarrels on the occasions when their quarrels 
ha.ve disturbed trade ?-They hn"l'c been religious. 
A strug$le on the p"rt of the Mussulmaus to 
tl,row ott the Pagan yoke. 

6679. Th&1;. is to say, to spread tl,eir religion? 
- Y es, to spread their religion. 

6680. Do you conceive that all t,hose disturb­
Rnces have been religious disturbauces ?-They 
have for the last 10 years. 

668!. But wheu any two tribes qual'l'el, I 
suppose they rather speeulate on the assista.nee 
of' the English ?-No doubt they both apply to 
the English; b'1t the English have ne'VOr inter­
fercd exccpt in tendering advice. 

6682. But do you not conceive that the fact 
of' their speculating on tho assistance of the 
English rathel' tends to encourage the quarrelling? 
-They m·e so well aware that we cannot render 
tl,elU any real a~istance that I do not think it 
does. 

6683. But surely they know that if we chose 
we could iut,el'fere ?- In some cnses. 

6684. And 
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6684. And in some cases we do ?-'The only 
instance was in Combo; we supported the King 
of Combo some years ago. 

6685. It has been suggested to this Committee 
by several witnesses that the iour Mrican 
Governments might be again concentrated at 
Sierra Leone, as they were before ~842. What 
is yOUl" opinion with reo-aT-d to that ?-So fa,r as 
the Gambi", is concerned, I do not think it would 
be any advantage to the Gambia. 

6686. Of course tbere would probably be less 
money spent at the Gambia ?-I should doubt 
that. 

6687. But my guesbion wau, whether from your 
know ledge as Colonial Secretary: you think the 
Gambian Government could be conducted by...a 
lieutenant governor under Siena bnUU8) as- it­
used to be ?-No doubt it could be so condu-cted. 

6688. You were ",t the Gambia at tbe time of 
Dr. Madden's report, were you not?-Yes. 

66B!!. What diil you consider were the grounds 
on which the sepaTa-tro ll of the Gambian Govern­
ment was then made ?-It was not found to 
work; there was no communication in those days 
between Sier"" Leoue ihnd the Gambia. 

6690. Except by sailing vessels ?-Except by 
sailing veswls. 

6691. That obstruction is now removed, is it 
not?-Yes; to a certain extent. 

6692. "\That other obstacles to the combina,­
tion of the government exists?- The c0unoil at 
Sierra Leone knows nObhing of the wants of the 
Ga.mbia, a.nd is, therefol"e, not competent. to pass 
ordi.nances. 

6693 . The proposal is t hat the lQcalohlinances 
should be passe,d by each of the lieutenant 
~?vernors, suhject to the veto 011 appxoval of the 
llovernor General. Would that remo"e that 
obstacle?-Yes; of course it wquld. 

66H. What is the difference of time in the 
('omID unication between the Gambia and Sierra 
Leone w hen Doctor Madden ma,le his report and 
now?-There are monthly commuIDcwtioDS now. 

6695 . How was it then?-Two or three times 
a year. . 

6696, Supposing tht troops were wanteit at 
the Gambia fi:OlU Siena Leone, and a message 
was sent as speedily as possible to Sierra Leone, 
and the troops were sent by stearn transport in 
answer to the requisition, how long would the 
whole tra.nsaction take ?-It is ~mpossible to say; 
it would depend on when the mail steamer \Vas 
passing; we might have to wait a month before 
we could s.end to Sierra Leone. 

6697. Are there always means at the Gambia 
for communication with Sierra Leone ?-No; 
except by the mail steamer. 

6698. You have to wait for the mail ste~mer? 
-Yes; since tiney have run we have been obliged 
to send to Goree for assistance instead of Sierra 
Leone. ' 

6699. That is a distance of 500 miles, is it 
not?-Yes; Sierra Leone is 500 illiles dista.nt, 
Goree only 80. 

6700. Doetor Madden also alleged some incou­
venience ill the judicial establishments ?-Yes. 

670]. In your opinion, how have the separate 
judicial establishments at the Gambia, which were 
ula-de in cousequence of his repOl."t, answerecl?­
They have answered rema.rkably well. 

6702. Have you any suggestions to make ·with 
re.gard to their improyem~nt, 0-: any inforDla~on 
~V1th regard to defects which ml~ht be remedied 
ill the present judicial estabhshments at the 
Gambia ?- No, none. 
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6703. In. {arming juries, are the juries com­
posed of natives in the Gamb;",?~ As a general 
rule, they a·re; specia.l juries are composed of 
E.Uropeans, as a general Tule. 

670'1. I s ~he Supreme Court at the Gambia 
ever resorted to by tihe natives ?- Yes, in a fe:o;v 
instances. 

,6705. It is not too expensive, is it?-There 
h,we been ,very [e,lY-.inst&uces of their having 
reCOUl'se to it. 

~706. Is that owing to its .expense ?-Owing 
to TtsexID~nse, and to our ~avlDg -no 1a\Yyers at 
the Gamfna) fortunately, to incite them. 
. 6707 . Whatis Y0ur opi~o?, generally speak­
Ine;, of the effects 9£ the lUIsslOnary work during 
the 31 years that you ha"e teen aif the Gn,mbh; 
has it Deen successful ?- Y 08, among the liberated 
Africans. - -

(3708. H ave you observed a decided improve­
ment, owing to the operations of tihe missiona,ries? 
-;Among tihe libemted Africans I have. 

6]09. Cou:ld you (listUnotly say that the sohools 
and educ~tion ftll'nished by the missionaories have 
had a good elfect? -Yes. 

6710. So that you observe among those who 
have come out of the schools a !letter class of 
people? - Ye~, a better class; hut t hey have 
made no converts from the abOl)igiues of the 
Gambia, ~he Ma'ndingos. _ ' 

6711. No Ghristians have been made fro'm the 
:.Maudingos ?-No; 1)he.1'e may IDe-one 01' -two, but 
-they ai'e very few. ' 

6712. I think We luwc had evidence that 
the l\1"tnaingos ha'Ve ge])eraJ:l), eonducted them­
selves hetter tlran 06her tdhe. ?~Tll.ey are very 
quiet. 

6713. Should you say that they are be1l1;eJ: 
conducted.?-'f es, I think so. 

6714. A1tho'ugh the missioDa.!ries have had less 
snccess among~ them ilhan others, yet tlhey a·re the 
best eoud'ucted?-I (10 not sa)' that l<hey are 
hetter couducted than the liberated Af,ica.n por­
t ion of t he population. 

6715. They are chiefly iMussulmans, are they 
not ?-Pxincipally . . 

6716. You seem to think that Mussulman 
fanaticism ha~ been the earuse o£ tlie cliief dis­
turbances of trade i-Yes. 

6717. Their objeot being to destroy the power 
oHihe pagans 1-Yes, that was the object. 

6718. In that struggle, did the Maho1ll.edans 
re'fuse to submit to the uative chiefs? - lIhey 
have killed a !l'reat number of the nati,'e chiefs; 
in £1"ct, t11ey 'Jiave the upper hand in the n.ver 
now. 

6719. Suppose it was decided to concentrate 
the Govermuent at Sierra Leone, do you. t hink 
that the Chief Justice residing at S ierra Leoue 
might act for the GamBia, by f0rwllO" a certain 
circuit a.nd visitillg the Gambia; say f~ur times a 
yea,r?-Yes, I think so; but ;we would require 
an officer wibh propel" power to adjudicate be­
tween the lla.tives to hold local courts. 

6720. But you thiuk that that circuit, which 
was found inconvenient when the communioation 
was slO\v, mi.ght noW', with the help of steam 
communication, be made to work well ?-Yes, I 
think, as fa.r as crimina.l cases flil'e concerned, if 
you gi ve the police lnagistrate power rto adjudicate 
ill certain cases up to 50 Z. or 100 Z. 

6721. Haye you known, during YOllr official 
life at the Gambia, ma.ny cases of difficulties 
arising from the fuo'itive slaves be.ina freed by 
our law ?- The Local Govermuent hashad a goo(l 
deal of trouble. 
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6722. Have the native chiefs made reelruna­
tions ?- Yes. 

6723. Can you mention any pa1"ticular case of 
the kind?-They have me.ely remonstIated as 
yet. I recollect a woman slave wllOm the King 
of Barra claimed as his )Vife. . 

6724. The King of Barra claimed her back as 
his mfe?-Yes. 

6725. Was she given up ?-No, she was not. 
6726. And there it ended, I suppose ?-Yes. 
6727. What is yopr opinion generally of the 

u sefulness of treaties between the B,itish Go­
vernment and native chiefs?-I think; they are 
useless unless we nave the power of enforcing 
them. 

6728. Practically, have the treaties in the 
neighbourhood of the Gambia been observed by 
both sides ?-No, there are a few by which we 
pay' money and of whioh we have the power of 
enforcing the observance. They observe their 
part so long as that money is paid. 

6729. Do 1 understa!ld you to say that the 
payment maintains the rest of the contract ?-It 
does. 

6730. D e you approve of the system OD pen­
sioning the chiefs ?-It is a good system if the 
t.rade will pay for it. 

6731. Do you think that it is the more likely 
plan, if not the only plan, of holding the native 
chiefs to theil" engagements ?-It is, I think, 
prob",b1y the cheapest plaiD. 

6732 . Do you t,hink r.hat those treaties lead 
the chiefs to expect protection from the British? 
-I do. 

6733. That, you would say, is rather an evil 
so far as it goes ?-Not only rather an eyil, but 'r 
think it is a Y~l'y great evil. 

6734. Were Y011 present when Commodore 
Wilmot made the t reaty with the King of Combo ? 
-Yes, I was present. 

6735. Two years ago?-Yes. 
6736. What were the circumstances of that 

treaty being made by a naval officer?-The Go­
Y~rnOl" rec[llested him to caU u,pon tJ,e chiefs of 
ilie lIIahoinedan town, who had quarrelled with 
the King of Combo, to settle the quarrel and 
bring them to terms. 

6737 . Has t.hattreaty been practically observed 
on both sides?-I believe not; since I left, I under­
stand that the Mahomedans fell on t.he king's 
town at night, killed tl)..e king, 3ind burned the 
town. 

6738. Did we, being in treaty with that mur­
dered king, take any steps to a.venge his death? 
-I am not aware; I believe they denied havina 
done it; and that there is no proof. 0 

6739. At an events, we have done nothing?­
I am not aware whether we have or not; it is 
since I left the Gambia. 

6740. Supposing the Eng]ish were to with­
draw from the Gambia, what would become of 
the settlers who have been induced to settle on 
the Gambia by the presence of the English 1-1 
do no't know,,, here they 'would go; they would 
not be safe thel'e. 

6741. , Vhy not?-The Mahomedans would 
very possibly destroy the country as they did 
once before. 

6742. But would not those settlers be more 
capable of defending themselves than the previous 
population were 1-1 '1m afraid they would not, 
they are too much. scatteued over the country; 
they a.re not collected in large villages as the 
natives generally are; for cultivating the ground 
they are spread about on farms. 

6743. How far is tne Legislative Council at the 
Gambia composed of merchants? - There are 
three merchants. 

6744. Qut of how many conncillors ?-I think 
that two have been added since I left; I think 
there are five. 

6745. May merchants sit in the council 1-
There is one en the Executive Council. 

6746. Is there always one? - No; it is a 
special case. 

6747. There mi~ht be more ?-There is no 
limit that I know OJ. 

6748. I suppos~ the gre~t mercantile interest 
is really the ruling interest in the Gambia ?-It 
is. 

6749. Are there many French merchants?­
Y cs, there a.re several French merchants. 

6750. Are there Frenchmerchants .on either of 
the councils ?-No. 

675L Are there merchants of othel' nations 
besides. the English and· French there ?-No; 
there have been American merchants occasionally; 
we have had American houses there a.t times, but 
I think we have n one at p,oesent. . 

6752. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] Could you 
tell us something more of the kind of connection 
that existed between the Gambia and Sierra Leone 
at the time before Lhe separatiell took place~­
There was very little connection whatever; the 
only connection was that we sent the ordinances 
when we wanted them passed, and they generally 
passed them at Sierra Leone as they received 
them. 

6753 . There was no legislative body at the 
Gambia at all?-No. 

6754. ,\'ho was the executive officer on the 
spot?-There was a lieutenant gavel'nor a.t the 
Gambia for a 10Dg time, and a Queen's advocate 
some years before the separa.tion took place. . 

6755 . What judicial establishment was there? 
- There was a court of cOnlmon pleas with -un~ 
p",id officers. 

6756. What class of cases was heard at the 
Gambia ?-There were merely a police court, and 
a. court of common pleas to hear actions between 
the mercha.nts . 
. 6757. What judge was there ?-1 had the 
honour of presiding for a. short t ime, and after­
wards the Queen's Advocate presided. 

6758. l'1as the juc1ge generally a layman and 
not a lawyer ?-Always, until tbe Quceu's Advo­
cate was a.ppointed. 

6759. 1Vhich was shortly before the separation? 
-Shortly before the separation. 

6760. What did you do in crirrrinal cases?­
v\' e depeuded on ~be judge of Sierra L eone. I 
hl1ve kuown him to be absent f01· nearly two 
years. 

6761. Then supposino- a union of some kind to 
take place between the ~ambia and Sierra Leone 
under a central go~'ernol', you would not desire 
to see the ordinary administration of the Gambia 
.s far dependent on t.he Governor of Sierra Leone 
as it was then ?-No, certainly not. 

6762. Y 011 WGre asked some questions about 
the native wars which hreve been raging of late 
years in the neighbourhood of the Gambia, whe­
ther you thought they had been in any way in­
clleased by OlU' presence or interference j will 
you ten the Committee distinctly whether there 
is the slightest foundation whatever for that idea? 
- Not the slightest. 

6763. Can you call to mind anytllinO" that will 
even lend a shadow of colour to it ?- '&o, I can­
not imagine a case where our iutelferell.ce has led 

to 
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to w.r; on the contrary, .I think it has tended Lo 
stop war on several occasIOns. 

6764. Then morally and physically our power 
there has not been grea.t enough to prevent those 
outbreaks, but our presence has D0t tended to 
increase them ?-No, quite the contrary. 

6765. Probably the wars would have raged to 
a sreater extent if we had not beeQ there ?-I 
think so. 

6766. Was the case of Combo a case m -wbich 
our irJtcl'fereoce took place solely in order to 
protect our pWD territory ?-Yes, it was to pro­
tect our territory in Combo, which was very 
unsafe. 

6767. VlTas not all our 'ittle territorY. :within a 
,'cry I,", miles of the town of Bathu:rst!:i'>ble jo 
be laid wuste by those natives ?-y Os. -

6768. But we had no object in view beyond 
our own safety ?-J ust so. 

6769, Is that the only case which bears even 
the appearance of interference among the nati,cs 
within your recollection ?- Yes. 

6770. Do you think tha,t the natives having 
found for so many years that we do not interfere 
with their quarrels, there is no TeaSOD to believe 
that ther speculate in any degree on our assist­
ance ?-They know well that we will Dot assist 
them except by aclYice. 

6771. Of conrse they know that we greatly 
disappro,oe of disturbances in our neighbourhood 
which injure our trade?-Y es, they a.re well 
aware of that. 

6772, IVe do our best to stop them by per­
sunsive means?-Yes, we do our best. 

6773. Andsomet,imes succeed?-Yes, we some­
times succeed j I have l.-nown cases where we 
llaye been successful on many occasions. 

677-1. I understood you to say, with Tega,rd to 
tbe Barra, shore, there might be danger, if we did 
not ret.1..in the nominal sovereignty, that foreign 
goods might be landed there aDd seut up iuto the 
interior l\; thout paying duties ?-Y es, that is the 
only danger. 

6775, The nature of the customs duties levied 
at a place like BatluU'st is peculiar, and they Ibre 
not duties simply on the goods consumed .in the 
settlement, but on goods sent up into the inte­
rior ?-Yes j on goodi:3 sent up into the interior. 

6776. Therefore, if tbose goods can give us 
the slip we lose our custOlOS ?-Yes; we lose OUT 
revenue. 

6777. Do you think it would be possible to 
carryon the government of the Gambia. on a 
smaller re..-enue than you now possess ?-Cer­
tainly not; it would be quite impossible. 

6778. YOll would rather say that the Jl.0l'ern­
ment is stinted in every possible way?- 1: es; in 
every possible way. 

6779, It call only keep body alld soul to­
gether ? - It can only keep body and soul 
together. 

6780. What is tl\e establishment of M'Carthy's 
Island ?-Only one officer, who is also ciyil com­
mandant. 

6781. One offi cer commanding the troops?­
Yes, one officer commanding the t,roops; he is 
the civil commandant. 

6782 , As wen as the officer commanding the 
troops ?-Yes. 

6783 , What other Government, officer is t llere? 
-The clerk to the police court, and half a dozen 
constables. . 

678~. Are they natives ?-Yes, they are. 
6780. T~e clerk i. English, I suppose?-No; 

he III a natave. 
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6786. There are only two Enropean officers at 
~1:( Carthy's Isla.nd ?-As a general rule, one exe­
cutive European officer, and two medical. 

6787 . How many soldiers are there ?- About 
50. 

6788. Are t hey black so]eli ers ?-Yes. 
6789. I t is a very trifllllg establishment mdeed? 

- A very ta·ifiiBg..!'§.tablishment. 
6790. M'Cartby's Island is the pomt, is it not, 

to whlqh the Dover steamer runs up ?-Yes 
6791. And from which it returns ?-Yes, that 

is so; it frequently goes further up to a,. Blace 
double the distance. 

67 92. 'But i'.>{'Catthy's· I sland 1S a post held m 
the upper pa.rt of the river, in connection witb 
the Dover steamer 1-Yes. 

, 6793. For the purposes of trade ?-For the 
purposes of trade. ' 

6794. Do you think the passage from time to 
time of a little sterunel' up and dowD the river, 
contributes very materially to the peace of the 
river, and to the safety of trade 1- Y es; more 
than clouble the number of troops would do. 

6795. You would say that it is impossible to 
judge of the best mode of dealing with" Colony­
like the Gambia, upon general rule; but that you­
must take it upon its own merits, and according 
to its own circumstances ?-Yes. 

6796. Which are different fi'om those of other 
settlements?-Yes, they are a,lfogethel' different. 
No general policy for the coast would answer at 
the Gambia. 

67 97. You think tbat the pensions to the chiefs 
a.re a means of inducing them to keep the peace, 
and to treat our tradelo with respect ?-Yes ; if 
any robbery is committed by a native chief to 
whom we pay customs, we deduct the customs 
until he makes some compen&1..tioD, aond th:lit gives 
us great power. 

6798. You stop his stipend ?--Yes. 
6799. The stipend which you pay him ont of 

the customs ?- Yes. . 
6800. Those ClistO.TIS being collected 011 goods 

which are partly consumed in pis own territory? 
- Yes, . 

6801. Those stipends are very small ?-Yes. 
6802. But they are au obvious and cheap way 

of induciD~, those chiefs to give protection to OUT 

traders ?-Xes, 1;0 our traders and our goods. 
6803, L ord Stanley,l How long has i'.>1'Ca,rtl,y's 

Ishnd beeu held by tIle British (;<oYernment?-: 
I tJ,ink some 40 years. 

680-1. Whwt was tbe reason of its being £rst 
occupied ?-I believe it was for tJ,e location of 
liberated African~, and also for commercial pur­
poses. 

6805. In the first instance it had notJ\mg to 
do with trade, had it?-It was for both com­
bined. 

6806. Can you tell us what is the present ex­
tent of the trade of the Gambia River altogetber? 
-It is very small. . 

6807 . I think that that trade ill 1863 did not 
mnch exceed 140,0001. ?-No, I should think 
not. 

6808. I think that 10 years before that it stood 
at a, considerably higher figure ?-Yes. 

6809, So that. it has been tending of late to 
decrease ?-During the conmnua.nce of those wars 
it necessarily decreased; the whole e.."deut of the 
riYer has been in a. vel"y unsettled state for the 
last 10 years. 

6810. :Tow, can you tell us, as arule, whether 
the settJement bas been able to pay its own ex.­
penses ?-No, it has not. 

L L 4 6811. There 
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6811. There has been a deficit, has there, as a 
general rule, from 1834 to the present time?­
No, I think not. 

6812. I find it stated in Colonel Ord's Report, 
that the revenue in 1863 was 17,250 I., and the 
expenditure 19,300 I. ?-Yes, the revenue has 
fallen off since, say, 1863, owing to those wars. 

6813. Therefore, you have a decreasing trade, 
you have a deficient revenue, and you have the 
fact th",t this occupation of M'Carthy's Island, 
",nd the steamer plying up and down the river, 
w.hich were snpp0sed to check w",rs, have not 
succeeded in doing so ?-A civil war haa been 
raging atlong both banks of the riYer since 1862 
or 1863. 

6814. Ca-n you tell us whereabouts the great 
bulk of the trade of the Gambia is concentrated; 
how far up the river?-At Yabbat~nda, 200 
miles above M'Carthy's Island. 

6815. That is the utmost limit of trade ?-Yes. 
6816. Mr. Chichester Forteseue.] How far is 

that from BatllUrst ?-It would be about 400 
miles nearly. 

6817. Chairman.] How far is it from lYI'Car­
thy's I sland ?-One hundred and eighty miles, 
or 200 miles, I think. 

6818 . Lord Stanley.] D0 you, then, think that 
we oug,ht to occuFY points higher up the river, if 
the occupa17ion of sta.tions and trade go toge­
ther ?-It was intended', when we entered into 
treaties 30 years ago with the chiefs of Futtaten­
dah, for some land in that n<>ighbourhood. 

6819. If th",t question had had to be se.tled 
on the coast of Mrica, and not at home, it would 
bave been occupied hefore 'Dow, probal?ly?­
Probably, but I am not aware. 

6820. Sir Francis Baring.l Was the arrange­
ment disapproved of by the liouse of Commons? 
-I think it was disapproved hy the Governillent. 

6821. Lord Stanley.] Was that on the ground 
of expense ?-On the ground of expense. 

6822. Can you st",te what- is the protection 
gwen to trade along 200 miles of the river hy th.e 
occupa.tion of the central point high up the river 
hy a v<>ry small British force ?-The moral iu­
fluence of the Govemment. 

6823. I suppose the troops could be of no use 
for the protection of trade unless they were con­
veyed up and down in a steamer ?-Knowing tihey 
are so near at hand has a meTal influence on the 
natives, with even the few men we have. If the 
natives become restive, a meroha:Q,t colleets his 
goods and takes them to M'Garthy's I.land, 
where they are safe. 

6824. Chairman.] Has that h"'ppened often? 
-Yes, it has happened often; the merchants 
have vessels constant ly plying between the upper 
river and M'Carthy's Island. 

6825. Lord Stanley.] Is there any tendency, 
at nbe present time, in the trade of the river to 
revive ?-1 ha.ve no doubt it will when peace is 
re-established. 

6826. But what secnrity have you for the 
maintena.nce of peace; tihe force you have ~n tne 
river b<>\.ng totally insufficient to compel ~he 
re-establiehment of peaoe ?-'i'he small foroe has 
a great influence on the natives. 

6827 . l't depends on the good-will of the dif­
ferent tribes whether peace shall he l'e-estah­
lished ?-Yes, it does; .but the namve ohiefs have 
boen punished for robberies heretofore, and they 
know that they may be so agaln. 

6828. Some of those natives are frightened by 
our presence to hehave themselves?- Y es ; some­
times. 

6829. And others are threatened by the nse of 
force ?-No; I have never known threats used. 

6830. Then the influence in question resolves 
itself into our presence1- Yes; they think, as 
we have punished them on former occasions, we 
may do so again. 

683!. But if our peace-making influence on 
the river is preserved by our presence, what is. 
the object of hOldin

f
" those points at that distance 

in the interior?- do not say that. it is done 
entirely by our presence. I am afraid that our 
presence alone wop,ld not do it. 

6832. C"n you say what number of British 
houses are engaged in trade ?- Nine or ten. 

6833. In tHe main t~ trade is in the hands of 
the natives, is it not?- The trade is carried on 
by the natives principally. 

6834. The natives, I suppose, bring the trade 
down to the coast, and the chief business of the 
EUl'opean-s is t.o carry it on from the coast to 
EuroIJe r-Yes; Europeans go up the river to 
trade also. 

6835. Have you the meane of informin~ the 
Committee how much of the exports of the 
Gambia go to France, and how much to England? 
-Not at present; but the principal part of the 
ground nuts goes to Fr8lDce. 

6836. You stated, in answer to a question from 
the Hight Honourable Chairman, that the trade 
was, in the main, a trade with France?- Yes; 
the export trade. 

6837. Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] Not the im­
ports ?- -Not the imports.' 

6838. The imports ",re mainly from this 
country? - Yes; they are mainly from this 
country. The principal imports hy the French 
are spirits and wines. 

6839. Lord Stanley.] How many WUl'3 have 
there been in your own recollection of the 
Colony in which the British Government has in 
any way heen implicated ?~-There have been 
several wars \V'here we have interfered, in con­
sequence of robberies committed by the natiye 
chiefs. 

6840. I see on the map a long strip of land 
coloured red, extending up on the side of the 
riyer from Bonyadoo Creek to Swarr. Creek, 
which is supposed to be in British occupation. 
Can you say whetheu We exercise an effective 
government over that?- W e have not asserted 
any sovereignty over that since I have been 
there, except at a small village at Fort Bullen 
and Albreda. 

6841. It has heen ceded to us by treaty ?- Yes. 
6842. Will you state the object of that cession? 

-I believe the object was to keep the French 
out of the river. 

6843. We pay for it, I suppo.e?-We pay 
about 100 L. a year now. ;>. 

6844. Chai1'Jnan.] To the Kin" of Barra?­
Yes; to' the King of Barra, and for the customs 
which were formerly paid by the vessels going np 
the river. 

6845. Lord Stanley.] That coast extends for 
40 or 50 miles, does it not ?- Yes. 

6846 . We hold that territouy without making 
any use of it, and pay for holding it, because 
there is some apprehension that 80me other power 
has a desire to possess it ?-It incurs no expenses 
to UB. 

6847. Then, if that is so, how does it affect 
our relations with the King of Barra; you say 
that we hold that line of coast in order to be 
apla to impose customs duties on goode entering 
Barra ?- Yes; and to prevent the French taking 

possession 
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possession of it; that was .the original id~a; they 
took possession, after ceclmg the GambIa to us; 
the French argued t hat the Gambia commenced 
at Fort James, nearly opposite A lbreda; they 
said that they bad as perfect a rignt to occupy 
Albred. as we had, previous to the treaty of 1814. 

6848. Then do the chiefs, or tbe people of 
Barra, willingly pay ~ustoms' du.ties on gOO(~S 
going to their own t erntory '?-Tbey get all theu' 
goods from Bathurst; no goods are allowed to be 
landed at Barra. . 

6840. In fact a considerable part of the reve­
nue of the Colony is paid by customs' duties 
which fall on the people of Barra ?-On tbe na­
tives bordering the river. 

6850. Do you t hink that that ~ a -~tate 2f 
thin as calculated to produce good feelmg amoD~ 
the °nn.tives towards us?- It produces DO Dad 
foeling whatever. . 

6851. Sir Francis B arin.q.] Is the occupation 
of that line of coast valuable, with regard to the 
slave trade ?-The Gambia is well known to have 
been a slave-trauinO' station in former years. 

6852. But with ~egard to that particular strip 
of land, was that stated at all as the reason tor 
taking possession of it?-No, I think not ; that 
Btrip of land was obtained long previous to my 
period of service. 

6853. And now it is valued for r evenue pur­
poses ?-J ust so. 

6854. Mr. Cheetham.] Do I understand you 
to say that goods passing to the kingdom of Badi­
boo higher up, for instance, would pay duty ?- . 
Yes, we claim the sovereignty of t,he river. 

6855 . Wherever the goods are for t hey pay 
duty if tbey pass the river 1-Yes. 

6856. Have you 110d any complaints from those 
cbiefs ?-No; the fact is that they know nothing 
about it. 

6857. Do you find that the t,rade and cOm­
merce of those rivers arc extending?-I think so; 
but the returDs, I am sorry to say, do DOt show 
it. 

6858. But still you think there is an increa~ing 
intercOllTSe ?-Yes, I think so. 

6859. H aye you any traders located hig her up 
on the river than Barra?-Y es, we ha.ve 1I1tem 
almost all over the banks Of the river. 

6860. At a distance from the British posses­
sion ?-Yes, 400 miles up. 

6861. As far.s M ' Carthy's I sland ?- Yes, far 
beyond that. 

6862. Do they trade in safety?- They are 
robbed occasionally . 

6863. But our Government has not been in­
volved in any difficulty about it ?- W' e send a 
Government messenger generally, who tries to 
settle it, when the traders get into difficulties. 

6864. But supposing thcnative merchants have 
not paid their debts to the British traders, have 
you any treaty for their recovery ?-No. 

6865 . lhe traders take their risk ?-Yes, they 
take their r isk. 

6866. They do not call on the British Govern­
ment to interfere ?- No, we neyer intelfere be­
tween the merchants and the natives, in such 
matters. 

6867. The B ritish merchant~ have no remedy; 
they cannot Beize the goods of the natives?-
No. . 

6868. Chairman.1 In answer to a previous 
questi?n you described the Government at t he 
Gambia as being stinted a.nd only sufficient to 
keep. body and soul together; do you think that 
that 18 a good state for any Government to be iu? 
- No. 

0.39. 

6869. Should you say that it is rather desira--
111e either to maJke the Goyernment more effectual., 
01' to attempt less ?-Of course. 
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6870. A stinted Government must be a bad 

one) must it not ?-To a certain extent it must be 
so; it has less influ ence, of COurse. 

6871. Do you know anything of otber settle­
meuts on the ~T est Mrican Coast?-Very li ttle. 

6872. I s lt your gencral opinion that it 'would 
be ad~sable in the Sierra L eone River, in L agos, 
the R Iget) a.nd everywhere, to take advaJlced 
posts in the interior, like ]I1'Carthy's I sland, ,aud 
occupy them ?-At Sierra Leone I do uot think 
we can; we have not sllch a river there. 

687.3. D o you think it would be desirable i f we 
could do that ?-I cannot say. 

6874. W e have had it given in ev:idence that it 
is bettcr to trust to the mercantile agents keep­
ing on crood terms with the native chiefs than 
~bring the merchants a 'Government fOl'ce to de­
fenel anel protect them ; should you say that ' the 
M'Carthy's I sland plan was a better plan ?-Yes, 
I think it is. 

. 6875. Do you think, there being appm'ently 
:very littJe prosp~ct of' improvement in the carry­
lUg trade, there IS any prospect of the production 
extending in the Gambia, either in cotton or 
other articles?- During the last two 01' till'ee 
days I have bad a report that the French have 
opened their ports to E ng liab vessels; so that 
we shall have the advaIlltage of the carrying trade -
as well . 

6876. What do you thin)e o£ the prospect of 
agrioulture, either cotton or other produce?­
Cotton is indigenous to the Gam b,ia; the natives 
have al:vays cultivated i t for ~.heir or;ru pu rpose, 
fOlo tJleu' own clothes, and It has Increased to 
~0111e exten~; the \V'aa." in America ]la.g given an 
Ill1pehlS to It, to a very small extent. 

68n. You do npt forlll any great expectation 
from that? - No. With regard to the gl'ound 
nut, when I went to tb.e Gambia there was not a 
bushel exported, and now the a.verage is from 
12,000 to 15,000 tons a year. 

6878. Mr . Cheetham.) You do not anticipate 
any large export of cotton? - Not unless the 
prices keep very high. 

6879. H ave you any su"ge-stion to offer to tbe 
Committee witlu·egard to tIle -improvement of the 
Government ?-I think that the Government has 
answered remarkably well since the Charter of 
1843 01' 1844. 

6880. Mr. ChicMste .. F01·tescuc.] A s a matter 
of fact: has the nominal possession of this Barra 
s~~r~ ever involved us in any difficulty or respon­
slblhtyof any sort ?-Cases of slavery occasion­
ally arise, whicb are attended with difficulty. 

688 1. Arising on t hat tel'l'itory 1-¥ es, on that 
te1'l'i tol'Y, I ( we are to keep the territory, I 
suppose we ought to see that slavery does' not 
exist; fortunately it has not been pressed, to any 
extent. 

6882. H ave the '!latives any idea that we are 
the sovereigns of that territory?-Yes; when it 
suits tbeir pUl'Jlose t bey tell us that the country 
belongs to us, but on other occasions they appeat 
to forget it. 

6883. But the territory ceded was only a Bti·ip 
of land, a mile from the shore ?-Yes; " strip of 
land, a mile from the shore. 

6884. You have said something about the 
French at Albl'eda; ar e there French residents 
there now ?-Yes. 

6885. What nmllber ?- Only one, ~ helieve. 
6886. One French trader?- Yes, one French 

trader; he belongs to a house at Bathurst. 
M M 6887. Would 
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6887. W ouod you expect to see am English 
trade ",t tl\e Gambia if ~he nat he W'aF .];ou1ll 
come to an epd?-y.es. 

6888. Do you see "'ny pi'ospect of its .coming 
to ",n en<!l1-Yes, I think so; tne Mahomedans 
are ~he most powerful, and they will ultim .. tely 
find out 1Jhe adv",ntages o'keeping the river qu;et. 

6889. Sir Francis Baring.] Wh&t "I""s of 
persons "'re ~he nativ e traders ?-,(;here a~e a few 
of them European cle1·b; hut they are, prinoi­
pally, liberated Africams who have been employed 
by nhe merchw,ts, and a few of' ~hem trade on 
their own account. L 

6890. Do you consider them respeotable, and 
honest in their dea.lings ?-As a genera.! rule, they 
are. 

1>89'1. Chairman.] Has thene been much change 
in domestio slavery during the 30 years you have 
been at the Gambia?-No, I think not. 

&892. It goes on as muoh as ever, you think? 
-It is an institution of Afrioa as muoh as ever 
it was. 

6893. Can you state at all the number of Go­
. vernors there have. been at the Gambia during 
the 31 years you have been there ?-Eight. 

Dr. R elBER'" BRADSIIA w, called in; and! Examined. 

6894. Chairman.l You aIe Coloni",l Surgeon 1?907 .. Do you .think it would be adverse to a1;!y 
at Sierra Leone/-Yes. Bntish mterests 1] Sherooto became annexed to 

6895. And also a member of both t;he E"ecu- Liberia ?-I am certain it would. 
t1ve and the Legislative Councils ?-I am now 6908. How would British interests suffer?­
only a lIllember of the Legisl..tive Couneil since At the \ll'esent day the Monrovlan people are ill 
the cban&!..in the last ChM·ter of 1864. le,,"ving i¢; the" say tliey cannot existthere; they 

6896. \What was tb..t?-Prior to 1864 the say there is no trade: there are some few people 
Council was both exem>ti"e .and legisl..mve, but doit>g a little, but for the general population there 
DOW it is divided, and we have both. is no means 0f employment. 

6897. mat was the date of the change ?-It 6909. Then there would be no llljUl'Y to British 
was last year. interests, but only to the peop~e, I snppose?-

6898. What was the cause of that chanooe?- . Liberia could not protect British interests. 
I ]'eilly cannot say. It was done in Eno-land; 6910. Do you mean you think tbat Sherboro 
it was on the appointment of GovernoI Blacka.ll w<;uld become a troublesome neighbour?-Very 
to the governme!J:t 1fuart the change was made. much so. -

6899. How long bave you been at Sierra 6911. How would it interfere with Sierra 
Leone , - Twelve years. Leone? - Thel'e would be constant rows and 

6900. Are you thi.nking of returning tihere?- fights, which we should be brought into, for tbey 
Yes, I think so. could not protect our people, and they could not 

6901. "Vhat are your views with r egard to the protect our trade; they have not sufficient force, 
present prospect of the colony ?-The colony has and they are not sufficientl" respected by the 
been increasing steaclily in prosperity ever since n~tives. . 
I went there. Tbe revenue of the colony has 6912. I s iliere any trade between Libel,;a and 
increased ..tleas! 10,0001. aye",r. Sherboro?-Very litt le, if any. . : ' 

6902. But bas traile been increasing propor- 6913. Does it require protection ?- No; I do 
J;ion",tely ?-Y es; tbere has been DO increase in not tbil,ll, that the trade which exists between 
taxation since I went there, and the revenue nas Liberia and Sherboro does require protection, for 
shown that ii'ade has proportioUllitely increased. it is very lS.ttle. 

6903. "Vbat branoh of the trade is particulMly 6914. Do you consider ~he ",nnexatioDS and 
increasing? - Ther.e is a gr:eat increase in the t1ie ;first occupation of Siel'ra Leone to have Been 
amount of produce. and consequently in the both advantageous in the way of protecting the 
amount of goods sold in return for that produce. merchants ?-Ye.s, and a.lso an advantage in the 

6904. But in wbiob produce 1-In the oil seed suppl'ession of the slave tracle. • 
trade principally; there is a very great increase 6915. As far as the suppl'ession of the ' slave 
in the past three yellors in the quantity of' ginger trade goes, I presume the extension of LibeL;a 
grown a.nd exported, ",nd also in arrOWl'oot ",nd would be "" effectual as the extension of the' 
palm oil. British occupation?-I do not tbink so, for the 

6905. What has been the effect of the "'DDexa- natives would not hve the same respect or fear' 
tion of Quiah and Sherboro ?-It has o-iveD the of tlle Monrovians. . 
agricjlltnral people a great opportunity o~ farming 6916. Do you suppose that any single slave 
anel given them territory which they formerly bad bas ever been ex;ported from Liberia, or could, 
not, 101' there is not vel'" much good land about be ?-They could be, I bave no donbt, bnt I am' 
Sien-a Leope; it has opened a larger .:field for not aware t'hat there have been any. _ 
trade with much more sa(ety to the merchants 6917. You do not think that a free settlement. 
there. such as Liberia, is a &,00<1 and e1feotua.l blodkad& 

6906. Are you awa,re that the Governme,nt of to the slave trade ?-~ do not. . 
Liber"a have dieputed willi the English Go,'el'n- 6918. IDo you tbink there is any proa)'eot of 
meDot the possession of Sherboro ?-Yes,but I am Sierra Leone being celf~s~pporting 'i-It ]s very. 
l'erfecilly ,"ware th"," ~hey h",,,e np lega.l right to ~eaJrly a~lf-suppOl·ting at p"esent; we get very 
It, for I was a ;PM'y to the treaty. When the httle, excep~ t!:te expen<\itnre of ilie military force; 
Shorboro country was given over to tbe English from the B.l'1t!sh Government; the o~y g~ant to' 
GovernllJent I wI'" present "t the time, and it was our Colony lB 2,000 t. a year, ,vhich lB the 
distinctly stated to Governor Hill in my presence Governor's sal",I'Y. . 
that1Jhe Monrovians had . no right to Sheba or . 6919. Istbere any taxation beaides that of the 
any part of the territor), oolven to ua; ilie ohiefs Customs duty ?-'Thereis the house and land tax, 
said tllat, bnt they claint ~'heba, whioh is part of and a road ta,x. 
Om' territory now. 69~0. Are fhey increasing?-They are not in-

6906." Sheba and Sherboro Me the Same ~- creasmg, but they are at the same amonnt as they 
Yea. were origina.lly fixed. 

6921. Do" 
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6921. Do you suppose .that a laJ"g~r revenue 
ea.n be raised from that kmd of taxatIon? - Yes, 
I do if it was required. 

69·22. What i. your generllll opinion of the 
workin"" of the judicial establishment at Sierra 
Leone? is it satisfactory ?- Tolerably so; there 
are no ~omplaints RO'ainst it. 

6923. How does the jury system work in Sierra 
Leone ?-Criminally it works very well, but in 
civj 1 cases not so well. 

6924. What is the reason of that?-There is a 
very genernJ. impTession e.xis~ng there that juxies 
in civjl cases, hefore they go Into court, make up 
their minds. In criminal cases genel'aNy the 
system works tolerably well; in fact, as well as 
in any other country. ~ _ _ 

6925. Your opinion with regard to "'the occu­
pation of territory seems to be this, that the 
more we can occupy the better?- Y es, pr01~ded 
we get the means of communication. ':chere is a 
very fi ne part of our territory (Mmely, Bulama) 
which we can do veTY little with, for want of 
steam communication. 

6926. Do you think that the prospect of trade 
and the general c1imate and nat,ure of the coun­
try invite the English to settle there ?- No, I do 
not think that anyone would go out there by 
preference but mercantile people ; and a great 
many Europeans go there and get on for a short 
t ime tolerably well. Of COurse th~re is gueat 
sickness and mortality in such a climate, but that 
is theil' risk . ~ 

6927 . Do you see any use in occupying the 
ports of the isles D e Los and Beulama?-Yes. I 
think that Beulama would be very valuable : it 
is splendid ground for agloiculture j it is as nne 
as any part I ever walked over; well watered, 
and everything we could want, if we had the 
means of commnnicating with it; but at present 
we have to go up to the G-ambia to communicate 
with Beulama. 

6928. Do you think that the mercantile inte­
rest would of itself seek out B eulama as a favour­
able spot ?- If we bad recrular communication 
between Siarra L eone and~Beulama, we should 
ha\"c several merchants there to buy the ground­
nut a~(~ other matters which exist there in large 
quantitles, 

6929. But if left to themselves, do YOll tbinlr 
(hat the mercantile Utterest would seek out Beu­
lama 'as a profitable speculation ?-I think not, 
for I do not think that it would be safe for them 
to be there by themselves j the Portuguese are 
quite close, and they are very jealous of our oc­
cUJ;Jation, on account of their slavery ; Passao is 
qmte close. 

6930. Do the P ortuguese occupy P assao?­
Yes j they have a governor at Passao) which is 
only three .h?urs' .steaming from our port at Beu­
lama. I vlSlted It last yen-r. You can 0'0 in a 
boat quite as fast as you Cf"m in a steam~'; t.he 
navigation is so difficult with a. larae steamer) 
that we were obliged to proceed ver/' slowly. 

6931. What sort of force have the P ortuo-uese 
the;e ?-They have got whi te troops there ~ tbe 
white fart of the force is very smail, but they 
have, understand, up at Rio Grande and. alto­
gether, some 200 or 300 soldiers, such as they 
arc, but the settlement itself is one of the most 
wretched places I was eT"el' in in my life. 

6932. ~Vhat is the nature of your office a. 
colomal Burgeon ?-I have n. lartTe civi l hospital 
and lunatic asylum; I have to auend to the O"aol 
the police, and the public officers. 0 , 

0.3~. 

6933. F or which services you receive a salarry 
from the local government, I JDresume ?-From 
the local government. 

6934. Are there JUany merchants in the two 
councils at Sierra Leone ?-There are only two. _ 

6935. Are they in the legislative council?­
Yes. 

6936. None in the executive council ?-None. 
6937 . Can there -De any in the executive 

council ?-Thel'e can be, for the Governor has 
power to call them in wnenever they are wanted. 

6938. Mr. Chiche.,!er .Forte .. ~e. ] T he e"ecu-
ti"e council consists of the principal officials, does 
It not ?- Yes. 

6939. AlonO" with the Goyernor ?-Yes. 
694D. The I sland of Beulama eommands access 

to a very import~nt system of rivers) does it not? 
-It does. 

6941. It would be likely to be a very valuable " 
emporium of trade, you think?-Yes, if we had 
direct communication wath it. 

6942, It is also a place admirably situllited for 
tbe purpose of preventing the slave trade ?-P ar­
t icul&rly so; that is why the Portu~uese wanted 
to get us out of it, because their slaves can 0'0 
over'and claim their freedom there, e 

6943. Comparatively speaking, it i. healthy, is 
it not ?-As healthy as any part of the coast, I 
should think; the new balTacks are very well 
si1;uated, and there is a very goocl site for a hea:1tliy 
town there. 

6941· L ord Stanley.] When you speak of the 
difficuIty of getting at Beulama, do you mean 
you think there should be a steamer established 
to run there regularly from Sierra L eone?­
Yes. 

6945. At whose expense .hou'ld it be esta­
blished ?-It. would pay some portion. of its o,m 
expense by taking passengel'S "-tq) and c10wn there 
from Sierra L eone, and takiDO' light goods for 
merchants; but the expense, of com'se, should be 
borne by the Government. 

6946. That is to say, by the Colonial Govern­
ment?-The colony have had to pay a good dea.! 
lately, but I suppose that they wonld be in a 
position to pay part at all events; it would be 
used a good deaJ for Imperial purposes; it would 
be the means of stopping the slave trade that 
exists now to some small extent in those northern 
rivel's for want of men-of-wa:r about there; the 
squadron has been reduced, or so much occupied 
in other parts, that we have been for months 
without a vessel 011 this northern division. 

6947. It is a man-of-war that you contemplate, 
i. it ?-She might be officered by men-of-war 
officers; but you could get a compauy eCLua,] to 
our wants at Sierra Leone, and in the' event of 
a force being wanted you could put trooRs on 
boal·d; but it is impossible that anythiug .can be 
dOlle for Beulama without a steamer being at the 
disposal of the Sierra Leone Government. 

6498. What is the distance ?-I\ bout400 miles; 
it is about 100 miles from the Gambia. 

6949. Then of the two, I suppose, it should 
rather belong to the Gambja" so far as the pro­
tectorate is concerned?-Yes) in. consequence of 
there being no communication at present; if we 
had direct cbmmuuic9Jtion it would be no ~reat 
advantage to Beulama to be a~t.ched to the u-am­
bia, and they would prefer S,erra Leone. 

6950. It has no natural connection with Sierra 
Leone ?-None whatever. 

6951. Is there any t.rade there ?- Yes, a large 
ground. nut trade. 
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6952. Mr. CMahester Fortescue'lIf there were 
to be a central governor at Siena cone, moving 
about between the different African settlements, 
with a la~'ge st0":Der Ml. his disposal, he .would 
find no dIfficulty 1U VlSltlllg Beulama on hIS way 
to the Gambia, would he ?- None whatever, it is 
in the direct wILy. 

6963. Sir F"ancis Baring.] You have slated 
that you Ill""e becn there 112 years ?-YeB. 

6954. During that time, ha\'e the native POj'U­
IMli011 made much progress iu Lhe w"'y of tra< e ? 
-A very great progress. 

6955. And in civilizMlion (if I m",y use'thMl 
word)?- Yes. 

6956. WJ,,,t position do the higher olasses hold, 
wit.h regard to educa.tion and ma.aners ?-'1'here 
are some men of very l'itUle cduca,tion; but, ns a 
ru1e, t11ey are very worthy and respeotf).ble men; 
their education is not much; "ery few of them 
are educated. 

6lf57. What is your opinion of the grammar 
school ?-1t g ives .v?ry good education, is very 
well conducted, and ]s now under the charge of a 
native clergyma.n, who is a very good m8U, under 
the Church Missionary Society. 

6958. Do you finel that the natives are anxious 
to put t llei\' sons to that school, and that they are 
gradually becoming more so every day aud every 
year ?-There is a ~l'owin~ desire among the 
nn,ti'Vcs 110 educate thell' children. 

6959. Is thn,t con'fined to nhe higher classes, or 
do ),ou find it generaJ ?-It j. genem!. S\].me of 
the higher classes have no children . The poorer 
classes take advantage of the schools, and there is 
a very la'rge attendance. 

6960. What is your opinion of those who are 
cducftted at tllOse schools; do they turn out well? 
-Some of them are turning Ollt very wcll, and 
£lling good positions. Evel'Y allowance must be 
made for them in their transition state. 

6961. 'I.'hey are not all rogues ?-Not aJ!; I 
should be sorry to say so; there are some of 
them who arc vcry worthy "nel respectable 
men. 

6962 . Mr. Cheetham.] Are you aC'Jua,inted 
with a"y obher pa.rt of the coast?-I served at 
the Gambia in ti,e yea.rs 1850 and 185l. 

6963. I s tJ,ere any contrast between the edu­
cIl/1Iecll1atives of Sierra Leone and the nMives on 
the rest of nhe coast?-l tl\ink we supl?l~)' fue 
coaet with any kind of edlication there IS f"om 
Sierra Leone. 

6964 . Are tbere any nat ive traders 1-Yes, a 
number of tlhem. 

G965 . How do they stand ?-Some of them 
etand prctty well, and SOlUC badly, just the same 
ns in llUY other communit,y. 

6966. Arc you .. wltre· that they do not stand 
so well in other parts of the coast ?-1 am. 

69G7. Is there any ground lor that prejudice ? 
-I have no doubt there is ground for it, since it 
exists, burt it is not always the best cinss of tJle 
community that len:ve our coast; you genera.lly 
find some of the people, who are a'bout tbe const, 
nrc gCl1tlemen who have SpCllt It short tJme in 
gaol :lit Sierra L eone, nnd hn.ve taken t.heir cle­
J)a.rtllre fi'om it. 

6968. The schools are stm ill operation, :>re 
they not?-Yes, 1ihey ",re increasing in lllUnber, 
and doing vory well. 

6969. Is the trade "nd commeroe of that p.,·t 
of the country extending?-V cry mucb; even 
the trade of Shorboro bas increased wonderfully 
in the two ye."s we have been occupying it. 

6970. Is there any consul there ?- No, none 
whatever. 

697 1. But have not some of the commercial 
men there desired to be separated from Sierra 
L eone ?-Not that I have heard of. 

6972. Mr. Buxton. ] Do you think that the 
Negro, as far as you can see, is very far below 
the European, as a trader?-No, I think he is 
qnite as deft at trading as a European. 

6973. Quite as able to look after his own in­
teresis ?- Yes. 

6974. H rove you found them intelligent in 
other pursuits ?-Yes, t hey are, bnt I wish to 
qualify that staftement. They have a great dis­
like to field labour or agriculture, they think it 
is a de~l'adation; that comes from the origfu of 
most ot them. They were slaves and people who 
were other people's !,ropert.y, and not free people. 
I think if they cou d be persuaded that it was 
not degrading to labom', we might get it, but at 
present there is a very great want of labour. As 
soon as a slave can scrape together a few pounds, 
he says H I will sit down and t,rade/' and he com­
me':lCes a small trade; most of the population go 
on 10 that way. 

6975 . Is Sierra Leone becoming more healthy 
than it used to be ?-I think so; we b",ve done a 
good deal in clea.ring and elt'aining; we get ped­
odical epidemics, which are very bad, but with 
regard to t4e genera.! healthiness of the coast, and 
Sierra Leone in particular, I think it ha.s im­
proved elming tbe 15 years that I have been on 
the coast. 

6976. Lord AZ.fred Churchill.] Is Beulama a 
port of entry ?-No. 

6977. I s it not tbe case that vessels tradina 
there have to go to Sierra L eone to enter at th~ 
Customs' House ?-N 0, not for Beulama, because" 
in conseq uence of not having direct communica­
tion, we have not extended our customs'laws to 
Beulama. 

6978. Is it a free port ?-Perfectly. 
6979. Do the French trade there much? ­

They have the principal trade there, because the 
nuts alte almost w'holly consumed in France; they 
ma,ke oil of them. 

6980. They are not imported into this country? 
- Very httle; I do not know tIIa,t there is an oil 
factory in England; there may be, however, but 
the nuts aU go away in French ships. 

6981. 'Wha,t is the great adv!lJ1tage of Beulam .. 
to Sierra Leone ?-It would b. a very OTeat 
agricultural position, and we would have ~Teat 
means of cheoking slavery in the northern r~ers. 
'I'he French will not interfere, for they have no 
claim to it. 

6982. Is it a he"lthy spot ?-I should think it 
would be as healtby as any other place. 

6983. Is it high land ?-'I'he site where our 
present stat.ion and new barracks are is 'very high 
and hen.!thy; tbere are fevers there at two or 
three seasons of the year, of course. ," 

6984. Did yo.u know the I"te Consul Hanson? 
-Very welL 

6985. What was he at Sherboro ?-Consula.r 
agent; vice-consul. 

6986. But hew do you l'eoollcile that with 
Sherboro bein~ a British possession ?-It is since 
h1s death tha,t 1t beoame so; it is only two and " 
half years since it was ceded to us. 

6987. ! believe that since th"t period, t.rade 
has conBlderably developed '1- Yes, there is " 
very large increase of t-rade tI,ere. 

6988. Now, 
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6988. Now, in the town of Sierra L eone, do 
the native mercbnts or the respectable classes 
livo on the bigh uround, or p rincipally on tbe low 
ground 1- The.re" is no lo:v land sc~rcely in the 
town; it is built on the SIde of " hill; the best 
houses in the colony belong to the natIve mer­
chants. 

6989. They live on the high ground 1-Yes. 
6990. Sierra L eone has got a bad n"me as 

beiDg a very unheal~hy station; to what do you 
attribute tbat ?-It 1S difficult to say, except the 
general unhealthiness of the whole coast; it is 
not more uu11ealthy. I lool<: upon it as quite the 
healthiest part of the coast. 

6991. The hiuher you live, the more healthy 
you a.rc, I suppo~e ?---:-Ther~ was an icllLa o:e:~ayillK 
a sanatoriulll some time SInce, but tTiere IS not 
sufficient altitude to give us that. I find that 
the only really bad forms of intermittent fever 
are amooO"st the missionaries who reside on the 
hills alld"tbat incluced me to se t my face against 
any 'further step; there was ~ hospita~ before my 
time on the moun tams, but It was gIven up on 
account of the ,great mortality from chest diseases 
among the ll;t,tl'Ves. 

6992. What is the minimum height at wbich 
a sana.torimn ought to be erected, do you think ? 
- I thinl< 3,000 feet; we have nothing like 
that. 

6993. You do not get anything like that till 
YOLl arrive art the Oamaroons, do you ?-I have 
never been thel'e; the epidemics generally take 

place at a Beason of the year when you could not 
live on the hills from the great moisture. 

6994. Do the clouds themselves hang over 
them ? - Yes, they are completely capped in 
clouds. D uring the whole of the rainy season I 
could not, even see the Gov.ernor's house, 200 
yards from my own house. 

. 6995. 1 suppose tha.t the people living on the 
hills would kaye -to l ive in the town u.urinO" the 
rainy sea.so~s ?-Yes; i~ fact, some of the 1~ople 
who have villas on the htlls always do live in the 
town during the rainy sea.son. 

6996. Now, ahout the drainaue of Sierra 
Leone; is it capable of being easily drained?­
Very easily, because there is a great fall; in fact, 
after a shower of liain everything ~s washed into 
the sea witho.ut any artifioial drainage. 

6997. Sir Francis Baring. ] How is your mar­
ket supplied ?-Very well. 

6998, \~rith re~ard to vegetables and fruit; 
how is it suppliect ?-There is fruit in abund­
ance; of vegetables there is not mnch, hnt we 
aTe gradually increa.sing. 

6999. Who grow them ?-The natives. 
7000. Must they not do that by digging?-lf 

you pay for it you can get it clone, but it is not 
very plea£ant to pay Is. for a small.heac\ of cabbage. 

7001. 1'Qe nahves are not unwilling to do it if 
they can o-e.t; the price they think sufficient 1-
No, I think they are not; it is oulya few of the 
better class who are able to pay for those things 
who .have them at all. 

COLONEL ORD, R. E., re-called; and further Examined. 
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7002. Chairman.] You have some papers 
which you wish to put in; will you be so kind as 
to state the nature of those papers 1-1 band in, 
by desiTe of !:he Secret.,·y of State for the 

Colonies, co~ies of despatches relative to the occu- Colonel Ord, 
pation of I alma and Badagry by the British R. E. 

Government. 

D R . HENRY ..EALES, called in; a,nd Examined. 

7003. :Mr. Chichester Fortescue.] You are 
Colomal Surgeon at L agos ?-1 am. 

7004. You have been tbere four years, I be­
lieve ?-Y cs, I wns there in the navy in the 
" Prometheus " before the place was ceded to the 
British. 

7005. You resided tJ",re before the cession 
took place?-Yes; not in Lagos, but in t,he ship 
in the lagoon. 

7006 . And you have been there since the 
cession ?-Yes, I haye been there nearly thl·ee 
years. 

7007 . Cau you state to the Committee aJJy 
opinion which you have f?rmed with regard to 
the commercial prospects of Lagos ?- I think they 
are very good, when once you can make an end 
of the war; I think they would be good even if 
the Abbeokutan war were continued, of which 
there is not much probability; the J ebu country 
is friendly now with Lagos for the first t.ime; 
they have also opened thei.r markets. 

700B-. You think that if the Government suc­
ceed in opening the J ebu and Ibaclan countries, 
the trade of Lagos may prosper, even supposil1g 
the Egba. war were not to come to an end ?­
I have no doubt it would; we have never de­
pended entirely on the Egbas for produce, but 
only for a road throuuh the country for the Tha-
dan produce. " 

0.39. 

7009. Do you think that the trade of Lagos 
can be sai<l to have had a fail' chance hitherto, 
while this native war has been raging ?- No, cer­
tai.nly not, since the wa,r; before the war began 
there was au enormous trade in L agos. 

7010. Do you tbink tliere may be again?­
I can see nothiD~ to prevent it, except this war. 

7011. And thIS war began before the cession of 
Lagos ?-It was some time before the cession of 
Lagos. 

7012. Are you of opinion that the fact of t he 
cession, and the existence of the present British 
Government at L agos, have had any connection 
whatever with the continuance of the war, or 
have tenc\ed in any way to prolong the war?­
Not ",t all. 

7013 . The Lagos Government has not heen 
sufficientJy powerful to put an end to the wars, 
but it has in no way tended to prolong them; is 
that what you would say?-1 think that it has 
not tended to prolong the wars in any way. 

7014. What should you suppose will he the 
effect of Governor Glover having prevented the 
Eo-ba-s from destroying Ikorodu, on the lagoon, 
..,,"d having driven them haok ?-1 think that the 
effeot of this thrashing of the El$bas will be im­
mense ~ood; it was the only tiling they were 
amenable to. 

7015. You think that this decisive action will 
M:ll 3 tend 
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tend (0 bring about peace 7 -Yea. mOFe than 
anything else possibly could, I think. 

70 16. Chaircman.J Do you think that, generally 
speakimg, to 1lhrash tJie native chiefs is the best 
mode of encomao-ing trade ?-I do not; but I 
think it is ce"t~y so in this case, because they 
consider kindness is weakness, and impose upon 
you direotly. 

7017. Do you think that for the purpose of 
promoting trade up the Niger, it would be a 
&ood plan for the English Government to thrash 
the chiefs on that Fiver ?-I would not reCOID­
mend it there, because they are willing to open 
up a trade:' 

7018. We have had it ~iven in evidence that 
the best method of promo1nng trade is to trust to 
the conciliatony effol"ts of mercantile agents, who 
feel tnat the success of trade depends on peace. 
You seem to be of opinion that force is better?­
Peace is best if you can get it, 6f course. 

7019. But do you think tl,at peace is more 
likeLy to be arrived at by force than by the good ­
conduct of mercantile men anxious to pr-omote 
trade ?-I think it all dapends on the ciroum­
stances of the case. 

7020. At Lagos you th1nk force w.as best?­
U uder the olJ;cumstances, I think force was best. 

7021. Do you know what was th state of 
trade before the British assumed the government 
of Lagos, as compared witb the state of trade 
since ?·-I cannot spea.k with certainty about th",t, 
but it was, no doubt, better, because the war had 
not reached its height; but still the change is not 
a con.equence of the place having been tak.en 
possessioc of by ti,e English. 

7022 . How long have you been acquainted 
with Lagos ?-Four years. 

7023. Do you think, generally speaking, t.hat 
the assumption of government in a country like 
Af,.ica by europeans is a better mode of pm­
moting trade than the placing of a consul at the 
nati:re governments 1-1 am Dot prepared to give 

~a-D opinion. 
7024. In the assmnption of government by the 

English you see no risk of conflict with native 
customs, do you? - I do see great r;sk. 

7025. DO' you al-5o see risk in such an assump­
tion of government by us 0f encouxaging quar,rels 
between tribes who ID"'Y be speculating on ob­
ta;iD~ng tlle assist.ance of the English ?-1 think it 
is ahnost impossible to answer a general question 
like that. If you can get a poweld'ul friendly 
tribe to ovel'come "a very small hostile one t,hat 
you cannot get at yourself on acc'ount of the bush, 
or the nature of the country, I think it would be 
a very good thing to crush the smail tribe in that 
way, a.ud end th.e war. 

7026. What is your own opinion of the climate 
at Lagos ?-It is bad. 

7027. J s it a place, do you think, w,here the 
English a.re lil,eLy to settle permanently ?-~The ' 
English mi~ht, but not a.ny ene EngJ.ishmwn; he 
would not hve there long enough. 

7028 . So your plan would be a systemntic set­
tlement of iihe Eng,lish, tJle Englishmen impli­
cated in the settlement dying rapidly one .. fler 
the other ?-No, not at all ; they requ;'re constant 
change. It i. not safe for mon t<> live there 
more than, at the outside, one and a half or two 
ye3Jrs without change. 

7029. By <lint of a prooess of constantly sneri· 
ficing our officers, you think we might maintain 
a settlement at Lagos ?-They need not he .Mri­
flced if constant change take. place. 

7030. But if the officers come home alive, they 
come home more or less invalided, do they not? 
- Not of necessity if t hey get away in time. 

7031. But the actual mortality does not repre­
sent the injury done 7-Not at all, because, of 
conrse, we invalid a man before he dies. 

7032. Sir Francis Baring.] Were you resi­
dent at Lagos before the occupation of Lagos by 
the British?-I was in the" Prometheus;" she 
went over the bar, and auchored just off the 
land. 

7033. Weve you there at the time of the an­
nex8!tion? -Yes, I was. 

7034. Do you remember what happened when 
a Eree choice was allowed to Docemo whether he 
w(mld give up OIl not ?-Yes. 

7035. How m.my mal~nes landed at that time1 
-I think we had somewhere about 10, perhaps . . 

7036. Were there not boats with guns in 
them ?-If boats landed with men under arms, 
they had guns "",;th them. 

7.037. ,\I ere you there at the time ?-Yes, but 
1 do not recollect for certain. 

7038. You went as sw;geon, did you not 7-
Yes. 

71!l39. In easeofaecieent7-Yes. 
7@40. You were there for how long before the 

occupation took place? - I think it must have 
been about nine or ten mouths; I cannot give 
you the exact dlbtc, because I did not e"'pect to 
be examined to.::.clay. 

'/041. How 'Iong were you actu",lly before 
Lagos; was the H Prometheus " close upon La­
gos, or was she sailing about? - She was a.t 
anchor within a stone's throw. 

7042. ' V ere yon often on shore ?-Every day. 
7043. ,~T as there any danger to your life?­

Not tlle slightest. 
7044. Did you hear of any danger to the lives 

of Europeans 7 - Not at all. 
. 7045. Did you bear any complaints there of 
European merchants' lives not being safe 1- 1 
never heard that. 

7046, Was not trade going on pretty briskly? 
-It was going on, but not very -briskly, because 
the war had ' beep. some time in e~istence. 

7047. Do you mean that trade wa~ worse than 
i,tis now ?-No; ra.ther better. 

7048. But it had increased pretty constantly 
up to th",t time, bad it not 7- It had diminished 
at that time. The war commenced before we aot 
there. Before the war thel'e was a good traSe; 
as S00n ns tJle war began trade diminished, be­
cause the roads were stopped. 

7049. The" am I to take it as your evidence 
that trade had fallen off at the time when Lagos 
was ta,ken possession of?-Yes ; it had been bet­
ter seme time before. 

7050. How did you ascertain that ?-Simply 
from hearsay. 

7051. You do not exactly Imow til",t merchants 
al'Ways 010 complain of-the st .. te of trade ?-I 
fancy that is a weakness of theirs. 

7052. Lord Alfred Ol",rcltill.] Are we to till­

derstand you to. say tbat the WM with the Ib .... 
dans commeuoed previously to the •. nnexation of 
Lag~s ?-Yes. 

7053. And. that it can in no way be traced to 
t.he annexation of Lagos?--1 think not .. 

7054. When you stated, just now, that yon 
thought that ~he tlu'ashing that the Abbeokuta:ns 
had ~eceived was the best thing that could hap­
pen to them, you only meant that such a thrash­
ing could promote commerce as an exceptional 

ease 1-
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case ?-Certainly, ollly as an exceptional case; 7071. Were there any steam slavers?-Very 
kind measures had been tried and t hey: had done few. 
no good. 7072. Were there many steamers in the 

7u55. It was as a last resorHhat they were well squadron ?-Yes, they were nearly all steamers. 
thrashed, in order that they might be turned. out 7073. There was no want of speed, then?-
ofthecountry?-Scarcely asa last~esort,Ithmk; It all depeuded on the wind. 
the Government were compelled to do it. . 7074. But if/au put the steam up, you would 

7056. You would not recommend thrashing as c",tch a slaver, sURP0.§.e ?-No; she might beat 
a general policy ?-Certainly- ,:,ot; fair means you with a good wind. 
first, and .if they fail, then coerCIve meaSlues. 7075. Captul'ing was not desisted from on ac-

7057. niT. Cheetham.] Had yOUl' vessel been count of the slowness of the fleet?-No. 
auccessful in preventing the export of slaves? 7076 . But merely because you were Dot nu- , 
-lL mi"ht have been, hut we never took "'ny merous enough for botlh purposes?-While an 
ships. 0 efficient blockade of the whole coast was kept up, 

7058. CouJdit ha"e sailed as fast as the s!",vers? there would be no work for cruisers. 
_ ,Ve were the fastest man-of-war o©he::eoas1-! 7077. Mr. Chichester Fortescue. ] Had you op­
but not so fast as the generality of tbes lavth:s. portunities of hearing much 0f tlhe state of things-

7059. IIave you formed any opinion whethel', at Lagos before the cession ,; for instance, did 
if the squadron withdrew, the slave trade wou1d you heal' anything about the kind of government 
revive ao-ain ?-I have no doubt it would. that Docemo carried on ?-Of course 1 heard; 

7060.
o
'Vhen you were there did you take any it was all hearsay. I heard .a g.eat de",l of the 

slavers?-No; we took one empty ship. merchants being in a most subjective state, and 
7061. Do you believe then that a great many being obliged to do exactly what he told them ; 

slavers escape?-"'i\Te know thM; a great many he 'could fine them heavily, or he could banish 
escaped; I W3.$ wrong in saying that we only them. 
took one, for we took two, but they kept their 7078. The British Government had set up 
Amel·ican colours up and WP. handed them Docemo there two ye",rs before, had they not?-
over. ' Yes. 

7062. Was the slave trade very rife in the 7079. Did the consul interfere much in the 
bif'T])f.$ ?-It was rife in the southern division, not management of affairs at Lagos ?-I cannot am­
so "'much in the bights. . swer much for that; but from ",ll I heard, I do 

7063. Lord Alfred Churcldll.] You think that not think he could interfere much. 
the sla"e trade would be morealkely to be reviyed 7080. Has the government of Lagos interfered 
if we had a consul there, instead of hav"iug a fixed by force between the native tribes who haye 
government 1-1t would depend on the force by been at war all tills time ?-No, they careful.1y 
which the consul was backed; if he had the same avoided it. The only show of force we have 
powel' as the governor bas, it would be pretty made is to prevent any quarrel taking place in 
much the sume, I suppose. our waters; to prevent their coming into our 

7064. Do you thiuk it wou.1d be quite as ex- waters, so that we should not be dragged unwil­
pensive as the present system of government?- lingly into war. 
I think so, certainly. 7081. The object being to keep Lagos free 

7065. '\'Vitll respect to the healthiness of Lagos, frOID conflict ?-Yes; a O'reat many of the people 
how are thei.r houses bui Lt ; are they built on at Lagos are parti.zans of one party or the other, 
poles ?-There a.re all kinds of houses; the native and we were obliged to establish a blockade. 
houses are built of mud, the wal.1s being 18 inches 7082. If you had had a great eruption of fugi­
thick; they are square houses, nine feet high, tives from either of the defeated parties, it would 
with a thatched roof. A native merchant would have been a sonrce of great embarrassment to the 
have a house with a second storey, that also being Government, would it not ?-It would have in­
built of 1l1ud with atha.tched roof. The European voheel us in war; they would have thought we 
merchants have very fine brick houses; there gave them refuge; our tactics a.re different fvom 
are some that would not disgrace the best part of thei.rs; when they are not at wal', they will give 
London j houses that cost 2,000 l. ill the building, a fugitive up directly. • 
I e4puld think. 7083. The Lagos Government has not sue-

7066. Has every person got to sleep on the ceeded in re~toring peace by negotiation) but it 
upper Hoorr-No, the majorit.y of the slaves and has succeeded in keepin~ Lagos and the Lagoon 
the bumbler class of merchants live 011 ground . in a sta.te of security ?-~uite. 
floors; when I first went there, there was scarcely 7084. Sir Francis Baring.] Should you say 
a two· storeyed house, and now there are plenty; th",t Lagos has been saved from the Abbeokutans? 
moet of the Europeans sleep in the upper storeys, -I do not think they ever dreamt of attacking 
but not ,,11 . Lagos. • 

7067. Mr. Cheetham.l But the lower storey is 7085. Are you satisfied that the Abbeokutans 
raised abo'\e the grounel, is it not?-Very little, never had any intent.ion of at.taQkillg Lagos?­
indeed; sometimes in the native houses it is below They woulel be afraid of attacking La~os, but tbe 
the level of the ground. Lagos farms they migl,t ha,'e att<>eKed, which 

7068. Chairman.] How long were you cruising were on the opposite side of the water. 
off the coast ?-Abont three yeal·s. 7086. How far aoes the Lagos territory go; all 

7069. IV as your plan chiefly that of blocka(ling around the lagoon ?-Our farms are mostly on the 
the export of s laves, or capturing of slavers at other side of the water, extending about seven 
sea ?-Blockau~ng ; we had not ships enough to J miles from Lagos; the people live in Lagos and 
trust to captul'1ng. cross over in the morning to their farms, then 

7070. Had you veSsels fast enough to capture tltey brin.JLtheir produce to Lagos and sell it. 
at sea?-That depended altogether on whether 7087. with respect to the farms in the terri­
the slavers were steamers or not; if they had "at tory of Lagos, do we claim them ?-I do not 
a good breeze they might get away. 0 know; we protect them certailliy, and I fancy we 
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shonld conside. an "ttacK on them by the Egbas 
sufficient cause for hostilities; all we apprehended 
was that they would attack "nd ruin our farms 
on t.he other side of the lagoon. 

7088. H ad you any good Deason to suppose 
that they would attack and ruin your farms on 
the other side of the lagoon?-They threatened 
to do it several times. 

7089. But threats are very o£ten not carried 
'out; do you re"lly believe there was any inten­
tion to do it?-Yes, 1 believe there was. 

7@90. Was there SOme communication f"om 
them to . hat effect, so that you could speak on 
that jloint with authority ?-I have heard it, and 
of course, when a nation thre~tens, it is time to 
look onto 

7091. You heard that those threats were made? 
-I knew that those threats were made. 

7092. Mr. Gregory.] I s it possible in your 
opinion to improve the sanita,ry condition of 
L agos ?- Yes, quite possible; and I tbink it 
has been improved since ~ we have been there. 
FOl1nerly the little native hut~ ran olose to the 
edO"e of the lagoon, and DOW there is one st1'eet 
of~bout 60 feet ",ide running for a mile and a 
half between the houses and tbe lagoon; and at 
the back oi"th",t, at a distance of 1 00 yards, there 
is another str~et a mile and a half long, quite a 
new street. The Government have torn clown 
the little huts and given tbe people remunera­
tion for them, and made trUinsverse thoroughfa.res 
60 feet wiele, and now we have thorough v-eutila­
tion where the fresh ail' never penetrated; where 
it is practicable the drainage has been attended 
to, but tbe centre of the island is on t be leyel of 
the lagoon, if no't below it, so the conseqnence is, 
it is quite a swamp. 

7093. What is the sanitary condition of t he bar­
racks?-It is tolerably healthy, but the harracks 
are bamboo. 

7094. Can they be improved ?-Only by taking 
them down and building ot.hers. 

7095. If others were built after those were 
taken down, do you think tbat would improve the 
heal th of the officers _and troops ?-Yes; 1 would 
never ]1ave a.ny person Jive on t.he grouu<il floor. 

7096. IV ould you ·Mtribute the mortll1ity there 
now to the bad conclition of the barracks ?-Only 
slightly, because there are so few soldiers ~here. 

7097. 1\11'. Chichester Fortescue.] You consicler 
Lagos more unhealthy than other M rican sta­
tions, but you do ... not think thart our presence 
there requires Englishmen to remain long on the 
spot; you think that by tbeir leaving it at proper 
times, the Government may be leept up without 
much sacrifice of heahh or life?-Yes, I believe 
t.hat Englishmen might live there almost as 
well as in other places, if he did not stay there 
longer than 18 months or two years, without a 
change . • 

7098. F requent cha.nge is cssentia.l to the life 
and heallth of Eumpeans at all the African sta­
tions ?-Yes. 

7099. Unless we are prepared to encounter 
that diffioul~y, we mUst leaNe the coast altogether? 
- Y as, or lose our officel·s. 

7100. Lord Alfred C1Lurchill.] What is the 
distance from L agos to Ikorodu? - Abollt 15 
miles. 

7101. Does L a"os draw "ny of its supplies 
from Ikorodu?- Yes, a few yams and cassavas, 
and things of that sort; it is the nearest market. 

7102. Is there a large market at Thorodu?­
Tolerably large. 

7103. Supplied from the country around it?­
Yes, from the J ebu country . 

7104. Had we not attacked the Egbas and 
driven them away the other day, do you think 
they would have continued till t hey had occupied 
those farms from which t he su)'plies of Lagos 
were drawn ?-If we had not dnven them away 
they would ha .. e captured Thorodu, in the first 
place, and then as soon as they got to our La"'o. 
f"rrns, they would have given us a gDeat ,deaf of 
t rouble. 

7105. T hey Would have invaded t hose farms 
fDom whioh we derive supplies at Lagos?- "Yes, 
r have no doubt of it. 

7106. Mr. H enry Seymour.] Do you think we 
want auy European troops at all , at Lagos?­
That is a difficult question to answer; if you can 
depend on the Houssas, I believe they are infi­
nitely preferable to regular troops. 

7107. WJ>at -js the general opmion as to the 
way in which tJie Houssas have answered?­
They have answered admirably; there cannot be 
two opinions about that; the only thing is, t hat 
in employing any troops drawn from the place in 
which they were born, it is possible t.hey may 
side w;th ~he natives; it is not likely, but it is 
possible, and that is the only reason for employ­
ing regular tr@ops illstead of Houssas; native 
troops a·re better suited for the climate; they 
can march away, wi,tb a :few hard peas in their 
havresacks, without delay 01' inconvenience. 

71 08. Do you think th",t, after awhile, the 
government may be conducted without the pre­
sence of European troops, and with ouly a few 
Europeans at the head> having half-blacks or 
negroes under them ?-I do not think the native 
is of any good without a white man to look after 
him. 

7109. You think that we must ahvays look 
forward to the necessity of haviDO' Christians 
there, a.nd maintaining a' large staff ~f Eu).opean 
o$cers?- Yes, if the colony itself ca.nnot main-
taan them. ) , 

7110. But at Liberia there are very few 
whites ?-Yes, no doubt, but t hat cannot be 
spoken of as a flourishing settlement. 

~ 111. Do you think that Lagos is more 
flourishin& than Libel'ia?-Yes, even in its present 
st",te; and I think th",t if it had only one-fiftieth 
part of the advantages of Liberia it would be a 
thousa.nd times more flourishing. 

7112. Wh",t are the advantages which Li­
beria has over Lagos ?-Liberia is a magnificent 
country. 

7113. And is not there a nne country around 
Lagos ?- Yes, but it is not to be compared to 
Liberia, I t hink, though I was only two or thre-e 
days on shore at Liberia. 

7114. Surely it is a very productive country 
around Lagos ?-Yes, and so it is around Liberia; 
and yet we produce 50 times as much as they do. 
With 21. you can buy up every fruit ",nd vege­
table in the Liberian market. 

7 115'. You have much more at Lagos, have 
you?-Yes, we export oxen from LaO'os. 

7116. IVhere a·re they raised ?-I; the neigh-
bourhood of Lagos. • 

7117. During the time you have been at 
LaO'os have you seen an improvement in the 
prodnction of the surrounding country ?-On the 
contrn,ry, it has been diminishing on account of 
t he war. 

7118. Then this productive country wa. pros­
perous \lnder the native government, under King 

Docemo, 
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Docemo but it has gone down under iBrit.ish just as good j it was a very giga,ntic trade _before 
rule du;ing the last four years; is that what you the war commenced, and before the English were 
€ny ?-No; the war was commenced in the time there. 
o(Dooemo. 7129. And you think it may be again ?-Yes. 

7119. I thought I understood you to ""'y that 7130. Mr. Forster.] It was a gigantic trade, 
Lagos was more productive t.han L iberia because you say, before the English were there?- Yes. 
of tbe presence of a EUl'opean Goyernment?- 713 1. , Vas there not a slave trade then?-
No, not because of the presence of a E uropean Yes. 
Goyerrunent. - 7132. Was notthere a greater trade, beca.use 

7120. To what do you attribute the difference, slaves were to be got in retmn ?- V cry likely, 
then ?-Simply because at Liberia they are a lazy and many of the merchants there were slave 
set of people. traders, I believe; and no doubt our ha11illg a 

1121. You do not attribute anything of the Government there prevents the slave trade . 
• difference to the presenee of thc British Govcrn- 7133. I s it not possible that this diminution of 
mentatLagos, then ?-I have seen no good effects trade bas arisen from the slave trade beiua' 
yet; but I tJ,ink the Govermnent hav~nof.;had a_ stopped ?-No ; I think it is dependent entirely 
fail' trial nt Lagos ; we cannot tell, b~aus-e the on theBe wars. 
war has been going on j it began before we took 7134. lVIr. Chichester Fortescue.] When you 
Lao-os, but it has increased since. sa.y that before the English went to Lagos there 

7°122. Do you think that if we ga.ve up the was a gjgautic trade, you mean before the 
government of Lagos the country would have English sp.ttlec1 there?-Yes. -
been a. productive as it wa~ before we went 7135. An English consul , was there at the 
there ?-Yes; I believe it would depend on the time you speak of, and had been supported by 
war; I think if the war were over, and ships the squadron ?-Yes. , 
came with merchandize, they wonld not care 7136. D o you think that trade would have 
whether there was any British Government or not. gone on as well and as safely if the English had 

7123. You think the trade would increase al- not bcen there in the form of a consul and a 
though the British Goyermnent left the place? squadron ?-No, not as safely, certainly, hut I 
-Yes. believe the trade might have been as large. 

71N. You think it would be just as well pro- 7137. Lord Alfred Chu,·cltill.] As a surgeon in 
tectcd under a native O'overnlDent as under a the navy., what ~s ::rour opinion with ;regarc1 to 
13ritish Go"vernment?- ~ ery possibly it might be the "various rnethod~ of suppressing t.ne slave 
fiS large, but not equally secure. trade, under the heads of cruisin&, blockading at 

7125. ~I r. Gregory,} Do you think there would a,uchor, and boat service?-I think cnrisillg is the 
he equal security?- No, there would be no secu- best, certainly, in a sa,nitnry point ofvicw, 
rity, 7138. Is there much difference, in your opinion, 

7126. Mr .. Henry Seymour.] But you thiuk between that aud blockadiug at anchor?-Yes, a 
that the absence of security would not prevent great deal of differenee, because you may be 
trade floul'ishing ?- I t.hink agents would go out bloG-kaclinO'in a very uuhealthy place. 
witJ, goods if t.hey were pa.id for it, and thus, 7139. 'You think that that operates injuriously 
although iDdi~uities would doubtless' be offered, on the health of the crews? - Compared with 
yet trade would go on. cruising, it does, 

7127 . nir. Chichester F01'tescue.] Do you think 7140. Boat service is the worst, of coul'se?-
thnt in the present feeling of the trading class at Yes. 
Lagos there is any concern whether the Govern- 7141. Sir F1'ancis Baring.] Where is the 
ment is carried on by Englishmen or by D ocemo, " Prometheus" now?-She is brokeu up; she 
or that they are indifferen.t ?-I cannot tell what went on t.he bar at Lagos. 
are their feelings. 7142, ",'Vas she broken up at Lagos ?-No; 

71 28. Do you think it would make no differ- she ;was patohed up, sent home, and condenmec1 
cnce ?-I think not; I believe trade would be here. 

.. Rev. J A)IES WILLIA:ll BERRIE, was called in; and Examined. 
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714.3. Chairman.] You are a Wesleya.n :Mis · 
sionary on the West Coast of Africa?-Yes. 

7144. Which part of the West Coast ?-Sierra 
L eone. 

7148. Will you tell us the nature of your estab- Rev. 

7145. How long have yon been there ?-For 
nearly four years. 

7146. And you have justreturned?- Yes. 
7147. ,Vill you be good enough to give the 

Committee some information with regard to 
the W e.leyan Mission at Sierra L eone ?-Sierra 
L eone is a peninsula, and on that peninsula there 
is Freetowu, and all the surrounc1ill~ villages; in 
Freetown we have 14 chapels, and we IHl.Ye 12 
schools; there are eight missionaries, three of 
whom are Europeans j 259 lay agents; 6,308 
church members or communicants; we have a 
larger number of attendants at the service on tJle 
Sabbath, but those are members of the society 
r ecognised and on the books. 

0.39. 

lishments elsewhere?-We bave a natiye traiu- J. lV. Berrie. 
ing institution at Freetown, which costs the 
society, on an average, 3001. a year; there are 
14 stllClents who al'e instructed in reading, writing, 
and accounts, and they learn. a little Greek and 
Latin. 

7149. Those students being intended to be 
teachers ?- Yes, tbey a.re in tended to be teachers, 
but not ministers j I had the charge of them. -

7150. I s that the whole of your establishment 
a.t Freetown?-Yes. 

7151. Have you allY agricultural establishment 
connected with those schools on the Freetown 
peninsula ?- No; we consider it is Our duty to 
preach the Gospel. 

7152. And not to undert.ake any industrial 
training?-Not by thc orders of the society; if 
we do so privately it is another thing. 

N N 7153. Is 
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.Ilev. 7153. Is that done privately? - I use what 
J. W.B.errie. influenee 1 GaD wibh the natives, to increase <their 

ao-ricultural pursuits, but I do not find it of much 
29 May a~ail. We have preaching places in other dis-

.865. wiets; bllt I scarcely know wbere 00 begin in 
giving an aCC0unt of them. 

7154. H. ,'e~he Wesleyan missionaries establish­
ments at other British settlements besides Sierna 
beonel-Yes. 

7155. What others?-The ,Gambia. 
7156. The Gold Coa.t?-Yes. 
7157, And L"gos ?-Yes, Lagos and Abbeo­

kUla. 
7158. Hia,ve the missionaries' establishments 

in any other part of the west coast of Africa out­
side the British settlements ?-No, none. 

7159. Have JOu stated to us all your esta;. 
blishments at Sierra Leone ?-.&ll the principal 
'ones. 

7160. What is the m,tlll'e of any other esta,­
blishment that you may have ?-Similar to that 
at Sierra Leone, wi~h fihe exception ofthe native 
'training institution. 

7161. H ave you schools at Quiah and at the 
territories annexed to Sien'a, Leone ?-Yes. 

7162. H.,ve you established "'ny schools at 
Sherboro' ?-N 0; aft Qui,ah we have a very good 
teacher ",nd we hav.e a tolerably good school, but 
not e'l'Jal to any school in Freetown or any other 
p.,rt of Sierra Leone. 

7163. How long have ~hose Wesleyan establish­
m ents been set up a;tFreetown1-About 70 years; 
soon afoot, the Colony was commenced. 

7164. We"e the W esleyans there before the 
Ohurch Mission, or subse'luently? - I think, 
about the same time; I cannot tell who was 
there first. 

7165. Have those two missions generally co­
operated ?-As woll as possible. 

7166. I s'uppose in no case do they actually 
unite in supporti·ng the same schools, but in every 
case their schools and congregations are sepa­

..J·ate?- Yes. 
~167. But though separate, they co-operate 

friendlily?-Yes, 
7168. Is the relat,ion of the two missions to the 

Goyernment the same, or: does the Government 
ill any way give ei~her the preference ?-I 1fu.ink 

...; the Legislatiye Council are lnclined to favou!' the 
Church Missionary Society more than they do 
the Wesleyan Society. 

7169. Is your Wesleyan establishment.at Sierra 
Leone considered the head quarters for your 
establishments in other pM·ts of the West Coast of 
Africa ?-Ca.pe Coast ;s a district and Sierra 
L eone is a district: there is a. general superin­
tendent at Cape Coast a:nd there is 8, general 
superintendent at Sierra Leone. 

7170. Then, is the Gambia under the superin­
tendence of Sierra Leone, and Lagos under the 
supedntendence of Cape Coast?-Yes. 

717 L ] s Abbeokuta un,]er the supeFinten:ilenc'e 
of Cape Coast?-Yes. 

7172. How do the Wesleyan and Church Mis­
sionaries agree at Abbeokuta 1 -,]}hey are on 
very good terms indeed, I believe; but I haye 
not been thel·e. 

7173. But there the Chmch Mission wouill 
correspond with Sierra Leone, ",hile the Wes­
leyan wotrlll con·espond with Cape Ooast?­
Just so. 

7174. ,'\Chat shoula you state, generally, to be 
the result o£ ~he 1ahoms and operations of the 
1Vesleyan Mission at Sierra Leone dw;ing the 

70 years it ha$ been establishe,] there ?-A de­
cided success. 

7175. Can you stnte any reliable faots which 
would show their success during that long period? 
-There is Mr. Syhbleboyle, living in Sierra 
L eone, who is a member of our society, one of 
the first merchants in the place, and, I believe, a 
itecided Christian. 

7176. I s he a native 'I-He is a native. 
7177 . Was he educateel in your school ?-Yes. 

There are others, but they are so numerous that 
it would ta,ke up too much time for me to mention 
them; there are Mac.uly Brothers, in Water­
street; there is James M'Foye, in Oxford-street, 
.and J obn I zziddio. 

1178. Is not Mr. Izziddlo a member of the 
c@uncil?- Yes. 

7179. Is he a native, educated in your school? 
-No, he wa$ not educated in our school, but be 
was put into business by one of OU1' luissionn,ries 
some years ago; it is through the influence of 
the mission on John Iz,,;ddio that be is now in 
tl\e position he is in. 

7180. Would you draw any distinction in point 
of dooility anel intelligence between the liberated 
AfricMls who have been lanaeit at Sierra L eone 
anel the native trihes on the spot?-N 0, I could 
not ']0 that. I think the liberated Africans are 
about the same in that respect with those that 
ape in the neighbourhood who a.re not under the 
British Government. 

7lSl. yVe haye had evidence ;;l",t the liberated 
Africans "'re more or less fa"'0ured and petted by 
the Govemruent, and that they a,'e spoiled by 
that means so far that they are not so well con­
ducted 0,$ the natives on the spot; should you 
support that opinion ?-Do I understand you to 
mean that the liberated Africans are hetter 
treated that those who are colonial born ? 

7182. I mean more taken under the pr0tec.tion 
and support of 1fu.e British Government than t he 
nati yes arc; their children being educatet. at th~ 
expense of the Government, and so on 1-There 
is a decided differenoe hetween the natives in the 
surrounding districts and the liberated Mricans 
who are landed from slavers. The Government 
decidedly pi·ote<>l and support their own people. 

7183. Does th",t make any difference; do 
your missions finel the two classes of men equally 
docile and subject to the civilising influence of 
YOul! institutions ?-Certa.iuly. 

7184. You draw no distinction bet.ween the 
natives and the captured Africans ?-Certaiuly 
not. 

7 ]85. Had you liad experience in education 
elsewhere before you went out to Africa ?-I 
never was a teacher in England. 

7186. What is yoilr opinion of the Africans, as 
being capable of civilisation and education-fo.­
They have capital memories. 

7187. Are they pretty quick in aPl?rehendiug? 
-They Iiave a decided taste for musIc. 

7188. Do you belieye that in process of years 
such an educational establishment as yours will 
pl'oduce a decided effect in elevating the w.hole 
race of .Africans ?-Most decidedly. 

7189. Should you suppose that the missions 
have been so succeS$ful ihat the natives would be 
mo're capable of manaaina tlheir own affai.rs, and 
govel-ning themselves; thl:)an they w.ere 70 yeBirfi 
ago·?-Cert.ainly, r think so. 

7190. Are they generally sougnt for in con. 
fidentio:l positions and places of trust by the mer­
chants ?- Some of them occupy good positioIlB. , 

7191. Are 
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7191. Are many of them capable of taking and they ,,1so haye a li ttle inclination to attack Rev. 
clerks' places in mercantile houses ?-Yes. the residents 1\I'b Sierra Leone. J .' W. Berrie:" 

7192. And are they found both trustworthy, 7209. Would the MU6Sulm"ll or Pagan tribes 
intelligent, and able to manage accounts ?- Soroe be the most dreaded by the missionaries ?-There 19·May 
of them arc j some are not so good as others. is not much difference, I think. 1865~ 

7193. H ave you genero,]ly had reason to be 7210. Mr . Cheetham.] The Timmanees own 
satisfied with yOlli' lay agents ?--..On the whole; the territory around Sierra L eone ?-The Tim­
we have ex~eptiou5 to the rule, of course. manees formerly ha,d Siena L eone, and they bad 

719"". Do your missionary establishments be- also what is now calleel British Quiah. 
(,orne more and more self-supporting ?-They a:re 7211. H ave you arny preaching stat ions within 
becoming more so. theix tenitory in the nartive Timlnanee territory? 

7195. Do you expect them by-and-by to be - 'We bave not. 
completely self-supporti.ng? - We hope so, aa 7212. :ThIIr. Chichester Fortesc/or] Are your 
r.ommerce increases. opera,tions confined to hberated Mricans and 

7196. Xot ouly self-su~porting in point of tl,eir descendants ?--Yes. 
JUonry, hut self-supporting in t he \Va.y of pro- '7213. When you speak of the population 
vid ing t~l eir own agents, both teachers""'inc1 m~s-- among w110m you labour, you mean t he liberated 
ter:-: ?- Rchoolmasters and na.tiTe ministers, over- Africans and their descendants?-Yes. 
looked by a <Teneralsupel.·jntendent. 7214. You have no missionaries labouring 

71 97 . Yo.;' do 110t twnk they will ever be able among the uat.iye tribes of that part of Ml"iea?­
to go on w'ithout European superintendence?- No. 
P erhaps in the course of years, but not at pre- 7215. W hat is the ordiu"ry system under 
seDt. which t he liberateel Africans or thei.r childTen 

7198. Not for a long time to come?-Not for come into your hauds. D o you ]'eeei"e them 
a long time to come. as they come out of the slave-ship in the .:fi rst 

7109. Can you give Ihe Committee allY in- instance (speaking of those newly taken)?­
fonnation with regard to the Gambia ?-vVe have When tbey alre brought to Sierra Leone 'Lheyare 
a lew mrtive merchants there, anel th e school is t aken to what is called the Queen't5 Yard-a YM'd 
thridug; the p"inGipal part of the population set "paTt for their r eceptiQ]], and there they 
belong to our society. undergo a ruedicfttl examinat ion. They have a 

7200. How long has t he \I' esleyan mission cextain portion of lanel allotted to them, "nd in­
been c&tablished at the Gmnbia; is it as old as flu ence js brought tp bear upon them from the 
that of Sierra L eone, or was i t more recent?- people of the neighbourhood, ailld throurrh that 
I think it is lUore recent, but.. I could not say influence we get them to our society. They are 
exactly. brought by their neighbours, 'who l1ave been 

7201. Is there anything that strikes you, in acquainted with them in theil' OWD country. 
contrasting the two, whioh is the most successful ? 7216. Are they supported out of YOlU' funds? 
-I do not think there is much difference, con- -No. 
Riclel'ing that t,he trade at Siena Leone is much 7217 . You do not feed or clothe them?-No. 
lllr;rer than it is at the Gambia. 7218. You merely instruot them ?-Yes. 

i202. Are the \'1' esleyau missions and the 7219 . They are fed and clothed by the Goyern-
Chu rch missions equally fxiend ly art the two ment ?- Yes. 
places ?-The Chureh Missionary Society bave 7220. Not permanently ?-No, ouly for a time, 
uo mis:sion at the Gambia; the Church ~Iis- unt il bhey can r aise a crop of their own; but that 
sionar), chaplain was removed, or died (I do not depends on the time of year when they are landed. 
nnw remember wh ich), from Sierra Leone, and a Ifit is in it dry season t hey are supported by tbe 
coloured mau, one of the agents of the Church Goyerntnent louger than when they are landed in 
~Ii8:sioua\'y Society, went up to the Gambi~t and a wet season. 
took Ius place for a time ; bnt they had only a 7221. A rc there many new arrivals of that kind 
small rnom, and therefore they did not interfere now-a-days ?-1 think that about 500 haye. been 
with our society at all. landed during my residence there, during four 

7203. How far do you consider your l11is- years. 
sionary operat,ions dependent on nhe protection 7222. H a.ve the whole or those 500 l'cmainecl a.t 
of the British Goyernment; should you feel Sierra Leone ?-Yes, with very few exceptions; 
safe 'without hhat proteetion ?-For a time. H ow some of them may haye been takeu away by 
long circumstances might alter nffairs I cannot parties trading up and down the coast. 
say; but, so fur as I see now, for a tim!} we 7223. Do not some enlist into W est Indian 
should be safe. regiments?-Very few. 

7204. Are you generally on <Yooel terms 722-1. It used to be so to a very considerable 
with the native chiefs in t he lleigllbolll'hood? extent, did i t not ?-Some yeal's ago it did. 
- Yes. 7225. Among the native population of Sierra 

7205. Do you thi nk that you could maintain Leone 1 suppose there are many who are the 
those good terms witb the nati,-e chiefs if tho chi ldren and gmndchildren of captured slaves?­
British Government were not close at hand to Yes. 
protect you ?-Possibly; but 1 think thnt we are 7226. And who therefOl'e have been trained 
much safer under protection. under European Christian influence for a con-

7206. You would rather trust to the British siderable t ime 1-Yes. 
protection than to your own good management to 7227 . Do you find a very grean difference be­
keep on good terms with the native chiefs?- tween that class and the ordinary natives ?-They 
Yes. ~e much more intelligent when we come to the 

7207. What t.ribes should you be most afrai:! second or third generntion. A liberated man 
of under those circumstances?- T he Kossoos and will have a low forehead and scarcely two ideas, 
the Timmanees. but two generations from that the man will be 

7208. WhY?-They are the most numero"s, able to compete with a European. 
0.39. N N 2 7228. Mr. 
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Rev. ~228. Mr. Cheetham.] Do you meM> physically? 7246. Wha.t number are there altogether :of 
J. W. B"rle. -Mentally ~nd physieally. tht class of liberated Africans ?-I could not 

7229. Mr. Seymow".] Oould not they compete .say. 
29 May wi~h .hem physically a.t first ?~Some of them 7247. Are there many inhabitants of Sierra 

1865. couJd. Leone and the Sierra Leone terr;tory who are 
7230. Mr. CMchest.,· Fortescue.] Are the"e not not lihet'lbted Africans?-There are '" few Ma­

many children and gran<lohiidren 0f liberated roans left; there are a few of the old settlers 
Afi·ica.ns at Sierra L eone? - Yes, a grealt who were sent in WiLberforce's time from Novo 
many. Scotia. 

7231. Wh"t is the 10n"est time hadi: an whioh 72418. Wl",t I.ngunge do they speak?-They 
amy 0f their forefathers f,ave arriyed as liber..ted speak about 141 languag:~s in Sierra Leone: the 
slaves; ']0 you suppose ~ha.t in goes beyond the Ebo; the Akkoo; tbe r orub,,; the Egbas; the 
gran,]chiTch'en ?-1 shouM tlhink ab0ut 50 years Timm..uee; the Kossoo; the Papa; the Congo; 
ago. ",ncli tne J 011uf. 

7232. But there are a certain number whose 7249. Depencling on the tribe from wbich the 
fweners, or gl'runc1farthcl's, were compal'a,tively edu- libera:ted .A..f~·~ean sla.ve ol'i~ina:Uy came. Are they 
c.>ted men; is not than so ?~All that choose to able to communicate with one another ?-The 
embrace the opportunities put within their "eaeh, English llbnguage b,mgs t11em together. 
when laolldecl, receive ed'llcation at 0U1' soh001s, 7200. It is used as a counn0n means of com­
and some of those 'bi'l-at were brought in in slave ll1u1.1icntion ?-Yes; it is Dot spoken correctly; 
vessels were educated a,t our schools, "nel have it is broken EngLish. 
continned to send their cbildren. 7251. Chaitm'L?l.] Are all those 14 languages 

7233. So thn,t pl'ecisely lhe same t,lling has eli",Iect.s of the s.me language?-No, they are all 
goii.c on for two 01' hl1l'ce gen01'a,ti011s?-Yes. different lasnguages; ther ax:e none of them writ 

7234. Those "re the pe0ple whom you spoke ten ilmguages. 
of as especial~y showing ~he results of missioll",ry 7252. Mr. Chicluste,' Fo,·tescue.] Some of those 
edu.ablon?-Yes; they are deei,j'edly im}ll'oved, liberated Africans haye come from dista,nt parts 
bobh menta;!Iyand pll),sic • .lly, by their stay a.t of Africa, of course ?-Yes; the Ebos come from 
Siena LeoIne; there is a constant ;mixture of the Njga; if3he Akltoos, the YOl'ubas, a.nd fho 
u::vbions, and that decidedly improves them. Eghas come from nerur Abbeokuta; the Popos 

7235. Yon mea,n a mixture of the native races? come from Dah0mey; the Timmanees come from 
-Yes; tharb clecidcclly improves them . Tllc pre- afew miles ill1lhe interior, south of Sier~'\Leone; 
sent generaibioll of Creoles arc it great deni beMel' . the Conges come flOom 11he Congo River.~ 
tha,n the liberated people arc, or ever were. 72G3. Is there much intcl'cQul'sebetween those 

7236 . You Catll at once recogni.se the difference peo]?le R·nd the native tribes ftIl·oul.)lCi ?-They trade 
between the Sierra Leone native a,nd the ordina,ry up the river. 
nnrtives of t.be neighbouring tribes ?-Yes. 7254. PI0w do t.hey get Gn with the natives; 

7237. How ~o they tlress?-The Sierra Leone how nrc they received by bl\e natives?-Tbey are 
people dress in the English costume. very welll'eceived. 

7238. All of them?-Yes; but the inha.bi-tflnts 7255. Do you think thRt . hey are able to exer-
of the interior, and the neighbourhood around, cise amy influence for good a.lUong the natives by 
dress in a laose gannent; loose IVfandingo gowns. the example of Brit~sh habits of life, and so on? 

7239, Do al'! the native peasants in Si01'"" -Yes, I think they do in many inst.anees; of 
Leone habitually ,h'ess in the European fashion? course there are exceptions to that rule; but I 
-Not exactly; th,ere is a mixtm'e of the Em.'o- believe they exercise good influence over the na­
penn nnclnrutive costume together. tives with whom they come into contact in the 

7240. W]""t kind of bottses do they live in; interior. 
a.rc they better t11nn the houses of tJle ot'dinaa.'y 7256 . This is a case of a native colony, par­
natives?-Yes j in Siorra Leone f.he poorer na- tinlly ciyiJised and Cbristiallised, which has existed 
tiYes live in mud huts, consisting ot' posts stuck now for fI, number of yeal's in the midst of nu­
down into the ea,1tth and wll.<ttJed with lllud, a.nd me-rous na.tive popula.tions, and one would hope 
th",tchcd with bamboo made from the palm leaf, that such a Colony would have exerciseel a Calli­
and those tlmt m'e It little more adY",nced in sidera'!ile influence for good on those populations? 
civi]isu.tion have boarded houses tlmtohed ,vith -I belieye it hRs; not to the extent you might 
the same kind of stuff; the lllOl'e wealrthy mer- wish, perhnps, but I believe that it has exercised 
cb,:I.tIt,s havo wooden houses shiu.g led, a.nd those a goocl influenoe over t;he inhabitants a.round. 
who arc still better off have stone honses. 7257. Have YOll nny native t.eachel's 01' native 

7241. Is there a decided difference between missionaries ?-Yes. 
thc h",bits of tho ordinary Sienlt Leone pens",ni 7258. How many have you?-We have five 
and tho Tilllmanee, 01' any ot,her na1Jive of tile ul:lrtive missionaries in Sierra. Leone, and there nre 
COtlntl'Y ~l.rroun<1 ?-Not among the poorer classes, three Etu'openns, that makes eight>. 
but til .. ·• i. decidedly mnong tJlC richer. 7259. But you ha,.. not SCllt into the neigh-

7242. Ave the poorer ciasses, all of them, nOIDi- bOUl'ing country?-VV e have not; tbe neighbour-
nnUy Chl'istinns ?-Y 08. .ing country is not under British proteotjoll; there 

7243. For the most ['Rrt tJ,ey .,\tend the • are constaut wars; the pe0ple live in smail huts 
school or ChUI'ch or chapel?-They attend the and liMle houses that could be pulled down at a 
cbapel. few hours' notice; by r.ason of the wars they nre 

724.4. Do they att.,nd the sobool ?-lFhey often obliged to l'emove, and the misffional')' is 
attenel the selloo! en Sund"y; they R~C engaged perhaps unable to follow them, so that we lose 
in trade dnuing the week; their children go to them alto£(ether. 
school. 7260. The interior would be too nnsafo you 

7245. C.m a IU1'ge proportion of them read a,nd think, not being under British protection ?-It 
:l'1'ite ?-Y es; a greate1' Pl·opoH.on than you find . would be unsafe so far ... keeping our members 
In England.' is concerned; our lives would not be endn,ngel'od, 

but 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON AFRICA (WESTERN COAST). 285 

but tbe members whom we got from the country which the Sierra Leone people bear among the R 
people would be lost. English traders?-I would rather not say anything J. W. ';;'~rrie. 

7261. Lord Stanley.] You might be exposed about 1t. __ 
to havin" the mission broken up at any time?- 7271. Would not it be better, now, before It 29 May 
Yes, at ;ny time. Com~ittee of the House of Commons, to state .865. 

7262. :Mr. Seymour.] You have no hope of con- pubhcly what your opiuion is ; do you think that 
vcrting a whole tribe at once ?-I f the M ission- they deserve that reputation ?-I woul,l rather 
8lT Society had more money we should be able to not answer those 'I uestions. 
do more. 7272. Theya,re the very persons tha.t have been 

7263. Mr. Cheetham.] I understa,nd you to say brought up in your schools, are they not ?- No, 
that you have made 110 efforts beyond Sier.ra not the peIisons who ave reported as being bad. 
Leone, i!l t,he native districts ?-We have not. 7273. You do not think generally t hat the 

7264. If it is not from any fe",r t,hat your persons who have hool a bad. name are the same 
labours would be interfe~'ed with, what is to. pre- pe0f,le who h~ve been educated III yo?r schools? 
vent yon doing that?-'Ihey would not be luter- -No; but of COUIse there are exceptIons. 
ferell with, because a very few kind words~and a 7274. D o you tbink that there is a general 
little present occasionally fr?m the ~)ssion~ai'Y- ton.e a,t S~err~ Le~l1e among the educated blacks 
would set that to l'iahts; bu t If that chlef was to which Imght be 11l1proved ?- Y esJ the same as 
be invaded we should lose the whole of OUI" mem- there is in E ngland. 
bcrs; tbey would be scattered about, and we 7275. Can you account for the small influence 
should lose them. which this Colonial experiment has had on tbe 

7265. Mr. Seymow"] If they were scattered people surrounding them ?-I think it is possible 
.bout, would they not spread Christianity by their the native wars have scattered the people, and 
examplc ?- Yes, they would; but the native peo- that the influence of Sierra L eone has not been 
pie take a long t ime before they can have the concentrated sufficiently, 
truths of Christianity impressed on tbeir minds so 7276. Ha,'e you any children who have been 
as to feel the ilUportance of spreading it amongst educated at YOlU' schools who have been admitted 
their ow n people. in your churches as ministers 1- Yes. 

7266. :Ml'. Cave.] What was the proportion of 7277. Mr. Gregory.] Lt b.as been stated in 
the sexes of those 500 slaves t.ha.t were landed at evidence before this Committee, that there is a 
Sierra Leone during your residence ?-I cannot feeling J.·ather hostile on the part of the A kkoos 
remember. to the ]luropeal1s at Sierra L eone; is that the 

7267. I suppose that t he males very much p1'e- case ?- I do not know tbat the Akk.oos have any 
poudcrarte generally ?-I belieye so, in a general greater ill-feeling towu,rcls the Europeans thau 
way. the otber tribes in Sierra Leone, if they have any 

7268. I n t,he Colony generally ?- Yes. at all. _ 
7269. Mr. Seymo","] Are you satisfied on the 7278. ])0 you think that the black population 

whole with the success of your missions there?- of Sierra L eone is unfavoUl'ably disposed towards 
It might have been better. the white ?- In some respects, I think they have It 

7270. Can you account for t.he bad reputation little ill-feeling, but not on the whole. 

R ev. GEORGE SHARPE, called iu; an,l Examined. 

7279. Chairman.] You a.re a Wesleyan mis-
sionary nt Lagos ?-I am. . 

7280. How long have you been there ?-For 
more than four yen rs. 

728 1. lIow long haye yon had a mission at 
Lagos ?-About 13 years ~t Lagos. 

i 282. How long at Abbeokuta? - About 10 
years. 

7283 . Are t.hey both flourishing?-Tolerably 
well. 

7284. And increasing tbeir establishments?­
Yes. 

7285. Tell the Committee what yOUI' establish­
ment is?- W e have only one chapel at L agos. 

7286. How mauy scb.ools ?-One. 
7287 . Are there anv natiye teacbers yet?­

Y CS, we have three native teachers. 
7288. What do yotl consider is t.he mlmber of 

fs0~~·o.congregation ?-The RYel'age congregat.ion 

7289. How many missionaries are there at 
Lagos ?-Oll e W esleyau missionary. 

7290. And there is one in Abbeokuta?-Yes. 
7291. In both those places are the Church 

~hsslOnarr Society frienilly with you ?-They 
are very friendly with us. 

7292. You co-operate together?- Yes. 
7293. In no instance do you have the same 

school ?-No. 
0.39, 

7294. Are the Government equally favourahle 
to you and to the Church Missionary Society?­
Xes, tb.ey aJ'e equally fayourable to us and to the 
Chul'eh Missionary Society. 

7295. 'We une!erstalle! that the Chul'ch mis­
siona,ries at .. A .. bbeokuta have head qna.rters at 
Sierra Leone, and one at Cape Coast?-Yes, the 
Wesleyans at Cape Coast. _ 
. 7296 . Does that produce any want of co· opera­

tlOn between you ?-None at all. 
7297. I s the ~ielTa Leone iufluence atAbbeo­

kuta at all adversc to your operations there?­
Not that T 'am aware of, 

7298 . During these 13 years that the mission 
has been established at L agos, do YOll think that 
your missionary operations have produced any 
effect or not?-Decidedly they have. 

7299. How woule! you describe that effect; 
what definite fact coul,l you adduce to show that 
effect? - I should say that the morals of tile 
people have very much improved. 

7300. Are th eyfonnd more honest, as lahollrers, 
for instance ?-I thiuk so. 

7301. Have you had any effect on the na.tive 
customs; domestic slavery J for instance ?- Yes. 

7302. In what way have the missionary opera­
tions affected domestic slavery?-Our members 
are not allowed to li,'e iu polygamy or keep 
sla;ves. 

N N 3 7303. Those 
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7303. Those who have come under your influ­
ence would cease to employ sl .. ,'es ?- I think BO. 

7304. Is it the fact that a different kind. of 
labour has been introduced, owing to the mis­
sionary operations, as distinct from domestic 
slavery?-I should say so. 

7305. Can you sa~ thrut you have produced 
any effeot ' on such cnst:0ms as human sacl'j£ces 
and witchcraft ?-Yes; t.bere is very little witch­
craft now in Lagos .. 

7306. There was before? - Yes, there was 
before. 

7307. Can YOll trace that to the influence of 
the missions ?-1 think so. 

7308. How far are your missionary operations 
at L agos dependent on t be protection of the 
Government; suppose the Goyernment were to 
withdraw, should you maintain those missions?­
We should try to do so. 

7309. Have the lTIissions been safer since there 
has been a government at Lngos, than they were 
'when thCl'C was only a consul ?-I am not aware 
that they have been very much safer. 

7310. They began even. before there was a 
consul there ?-Yes. 

7311. Can you give us any opinion as to 
whether tbey have got on better with the sur­
rounding chiefs since they have had the protec­
tion of tJ,e British Government?-Yes, they al­
ways got on "ery well with Docemo; not better 
than we get on now. 

7312. You think that whether Docemo hacl re­
mained or had gone away, your missionary opera­
tions would ha \'e gone on just the same ?-Yes, 
just tbe same. 

7313. Suppose tha,t from "oy circumstances 
the English thought it wise to withdraw from 
Lagos, shoul'] you think t,ha.t those missiomtry 
operRtlions migbt still continue under a nnt,ive 
king ?-I should hope so j at the same time I 
should fear a revival of the slave trade, which 
would interfere with onr work. 

7314. But suppose the slave trade tn have 
ceased, \vhioh there are now hopes of, shou ld 
you think that there would be any hostil ity of 
the tribes, such as to prevent' lour missionary 
operations continuing ?-1 shou] think not. 

7315. iii)'. Chichester Fm·tescue.] How dld you 
get on with Kosoko; were yon there at the tinle? 
-I WftS not. 

7316. You heard how your predecessors got 
on ?-They were much disturbed, and the mis­
sionary had to run to Cape Coast. 

7317. ,'Vas t,ho time that you goton well, after 
the British Government had t.urnecl out KOBoko 
and set up Akitoye as the nominal king ?-Yes, 
uecided ly. 

7318. When t,here was a British' consul at 
Lagos and a British man-of-war to aid him?­
Yes. 

7319. Sir Franci. Ba1ing.] How long ,,'ere 
you at Lagos 'I-I was there It little mOTe than 
four years. 

7320. During the latter part of that t.ime, can 
you tcll us, was the presence of the British Go· 
~ernment srutisfacfory to the native population? 
-To a pa,rt of the native population. 

7321. How much of it?-N 01. to the Sierra 
Leone people geneTall),. 

7322. Would you say it was satisfact.ory t6 
harf the population ?-I should say to one-half of 
the nat,ive popnlation of Lagos. 

7323. During Akitoye?s time were you there? 
-No, I was not. 

7324. Have you heard what the feeling of the 
popula,tion \Vas1-No. 

7325. During Docemo's time, was the slav~ 
trade gojng on with his assistance ?-Not with his 
assistance, but he diel nothing to prevent it that I 
am awnre of. 

7326. How fru: had he jurisdiction ?-Across 
the lagoon to severaL small places on the other 
side of the river. 

7327 . Had the English a small steamer there? 
-Yes, when I arrived. 

7328. Did they use that steamer by treaty?­
I never saw it in use at all. It once went up to 
Porto Novo. 

7329. Did you hear that life was unsafe when 
,yon were there ?-Yes, I think I did hear that 
'once. 

7330. Was trade flourishing ?-Traele was flou­
rishing when I nl'st arrived there. 

7331. Docemo did nothing to stop the Blave 
trade, yon say 1-No, not that I know of. 

7332. He being bonnd to (10 it by treaty, did 
yon hear any complaints by the English consul? 
-I neyel' heard of any. 

733:3. \rhat was tJ,e effect on the native mind, 
if I may use the expression, of the last annexa­
tion of Lagos 1-1 think they were all perfectly 
satisfied with it ",t first. 

733-1. 1Vere the Abbeokutans satisfied? -I 
think the Abbeokutans were afraid that we should 
go and take possession of their town too. 

7336. 'Was that the communication which you 
receiYca from the missiona.ry there '?-.-Yes; I 
hale been up to .A .. bbeokuta. several times. 

7336. ,'Vhat was the effect on tbe population 
of Abbeokuta. when England took possession of 
Lagos; were they afraid that it was a step to­
wards the occupation of Abbeol,uta 1-1 think 
that was the general feeling amon& the natives. 

7337 . Mr. ChieM.!er Fortescue.J Do you con­
ceive t.hat the intelligent part of the Abbeo­
kutans believed in anything so utterly absurd 
as any project on the part of the British Go­
vernment to take l)OSscssion of Abbeokuta? ­
I should think not; the most inlelligent people ' 
of Abbeokula would not think so, but they are 
few. 

7338. I need hardl y ask you if tbe missionaries 
hac! any such an idea ?-'No, decidedly not. 

7339. 'Were they not able to undeceive the 
natives ?-I think that the missionaries tried to 
nndecej'l'e them, but they did not succeed. 

7340. Do you think t,hat tbe educated Sierra 
L eone people "t Abbeokuta believed tbat the 
British Governmen t were going to tlS.ke pos­
session of the country? - I think that some 
of them tried to persuade the native people 
so. 

7341. D o you conceive that that did a great 
deal of u1ischief?-Of course it did. 

7342. Sir Francis Baring.] Did you ever heal' 
thai the GovernQr was supposed to have uttered 
expressions giving force to that opinion ?- No. 

7343. You never heard that ?-Never. 
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R .ICIlA.RD PINE) Esq.) callea in ; ana Examined. 

7344. Chairman.] You are Go"e)"nor of tJ,e 
Gold Coast 1-1 am. 

7345. lIow long have you held that office?­
I bnded at Cape Coast in October 1862. 

7346. lIad you k nown anything of the West 
Coast of Mrica before? -Yes; I had resided 
many years on the coast, in the Gambia. 

7347. III what capacity 1-As Queen's Advo­
c.ate iu the Gambia. 

7348. How long were you .in the Gambia?­
I w .. for more tban 10 years in the Gambia. 

7349. ·Which years ,~el·e they?-1 altogether 
]"c,ided in the Gambia for nearly 20 yeal·S; but 
in 1855 I was appointed Queen's Advocate. 

73,0. Did you remain tJ,ere until you took the 
go"emorsbi p of tbe Gold Coast in 1862 1-1 
came home in 1861 .. and I was appointed Govel'nor 
of the Gold Coast in 1862. 

735l. ' '''"hat did you consider your governor­
ship to be at the Gold Coast, was it simply a 
number of military posts or forts without any 
territory around each of them 1-1 considered 
that I ,yos technicaUy the Governor of the forts 
and settlemen ts; but I also supposed myself. to 
ha.ve jurisdiction to a certain extent oyel' what is 
c~lled tbe Protectorate. 

7352. When you say forts and seutlements, 
"'''hat do you mean by se.ttlements ?-Tha.t is the 
technical term used in the commission . 

7353. Did you slll'pose it implied that you had 
any actual governorship beyond the precincts of 
thc forts themsel yes ?-Y es ; I did hom prece­
dents that I l.-new of, reviewing the acts of my 
predecessors. 

7354. It w;,s, to a certain extent, a doubtful 
point ?-1 bad heard so long as I can recollect 
Africa, that t.he question of jurisdiction was 
• doubtful point: 

7355. But did you consider the towns around 
the forts as within yom" governorship?-Yes, I 
did. 

7356. ·Will you state to the Committee what 
you consideree! to be t he natuxe of your jurisdic­
tion over thc Protectorate 1-1 considered that I 
wns el\"lpOWeroo to issue orders) and I ex.pected 
that those ardors ,,,ould be obeyed throuo-hout 
the Protectorate. 0 

7357. Orders of what nature ?-WitJ, reo-ard 
to the policy and defences of tlle l'rotect.;'rate 
and t.he police regulations, those orders were 
more 1n the nature offormal requests, n.nd I have 
Bcarcely eyOl· heard of their being disobeyed- I 
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continuecl in tlle course which I fo·und hae! been 
pw·suee! before. 

7358. Did you, in fact, in t he course of your 
governorship issue suoh orders with regard to the 
policy, the defences, and the police regulations of 
the Protectorate ?-Yes. 

7359. D o you think that the tribes in the Pro­
tectorate consider themselves in return for that 
obedience to your orders to be under your pro­
tection in case they were attacked ?-Yes. 

7360. 1Vhetller tlley were attacked by an ex­
tensive power like the Ashantees, or whether 
they quarrelled ~mong themselves ?-In quarrels 
amongst themselves, I thought myself autho­
rised to intel'fere with a view of procuring 
peace. 

7361. Has th",t occurred during your goyernor­
ship?-No; no renl emeute has taken place. 

7362. No qururrels between two protected 
chief, bave t»ken place ?-1 found a long-pending 
quarrel between two of the protected chiefs when 
the Ashantee invMion broke out. I sent to those 
men to say that their quarrel Ulnst st»nd aside 
for the moment on account of the invasion; from 
that time I have neyer heard of any feud between 
tJ,em. 

7363. Should you sal' .that that relation of 
referee on the part of the Brit.ish Government 
has tended to keep the tribes from quarrellino-, or 
tha~ it. has in any way rather encouraged q~lar­
relling amon~ tribes speculating on the as sis tance 
of the EngliSh 1-1 think it has very muoh tended 
to put a stop to quarrels. 
. 73r,4. What do you consider to he the cause 

of the offence taken by the King of Ashantee 
when he threatened the invasion you have jus.t 
referred to ?-My opinion is that t he cause of tlle 
qualTel took place before my arrival in the colony, 
but the king had uufortuna.tJely a pre~ext in de­
ma.nding a refugee. 

7365. Did he make that dema,ud of Lhe British 
Government?-Yes, he made that demand of tlle 
Brjtish Government. 

7366. Was the refugee a fugitive slave ?-No, 
he was called a captain; one of tlle King of 
Ashantee's captains) who came there years befol1e, 

_and had taken refuge within the Protectorate, at 
a place called Denkara. 

7367. Whcrc was he escaping from ?-' <\Then 
the king's messenger arrived and clairn ed him, I 
inquired into nhe CU'cllillstances) and I was told 
where he was) and I sent for him,. and he cam.e 

N N 4 cjown 

B.Pine, 
Esq. 

1 June 
1865· 



R. Pine, 
Esq. 

1 June 
1865. 

288 MiNUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

down and said that he had left his country be­
cause the King had 0ppliessed him so much; that 
he had" fallen on J\im" (as they say), and taken 
all his property move than once. 

7368. :IDo you eonsidev that if YOI1 had given 
bim up, he wou1d have been JPut to deruth?­
Such was my opinion aLl! inquiry. 

7369. You thought it your duty to retain him, 
to save him from the vengeance of the king ?-I 
did 'not ret",in him; I first told him th",t he should 
answer the king; I requested that he should go 
and flInswer the oharge agaoinst him; I desired 
him te do so, and during seveuDJl inteuviews, I 
pressed him very much indeed to return to hisk~ng; 
I toM him I did not tlunk the king would ;rujure 
him, ,.nd so on, but he knelt "t my feet !>nd saiel 
he would rather hlllVe his throwt cut than return 
to his king. 

7370. Was there not ",nothe,' "",use ·of offenee 
taken by the King of Ashantee, against a ohief 
of one of the protected trioes who had rna.Itreated 
his messenger Rind beheaded him ?-At the time 
the Iring's messenger was sent to me with Il;l011e 
state tba.u usual, he being a more jmportant 
pelJson tha.n usual; that \va<s not mentioned at 
all. 

73'71. But was there not a messenger of the 
King of Asha,ntee put to de",th by oue of the 
proteoted (,/hiefs ?-I am not awa,re of it . 

7372. J)he King of Ashautee ,lid in fact iu­
vade the Protect0raite on t,hatt occasion?-Yes, 
aft:er ma'DY months, non uuti,l the end of Februnry 
or the beginning of 1\1a,roh, although marwuding 
pal:~ties ca.me down. 

7373. Did the proteoted t"ibes nct in union in 
resisting- Itlhaot iuvasion ?-I have not n. compJa.int 
to ifind wi·t h them. 

7374: Ji)o you know wh",t force they collected 
for "(lhe purpose of resisting the in.vasioil ?-I 
have every reason to bellieve t.hat thel'e were 
50,000 men prep",red. 

7375. How far were those 00,000 men aided by 
J'ou; either by offieeFs sen. to help them or ];y 
arms and a.mmuni·ti0n ?-They were ai ctled by me 
with ammunitio~, but Det as n general rule with 
musketls, only wltih p0wder a,nd ba1l. 

7376. Did yon send "'ny OffiCOl'S to assist them? 
-I als0 <i1.irected ;the Dla,jor eomruM1ding to ma,rch 
to their assistallce. They asked for support in 
two 01' oilhree ca-ses, and he did 50 ma.rch. 

7377. What is your opinion of the power of 
the proteoted tribes to defend themselves without 
the a5sista.nce of the English agaoinst the I{ing of 
Asbantee 1-1 feel cominoe,l that ~he protected 
'tribes are now ready and will'ing <to clefe1H~1 theI'n~ 
selves, provided they be supported to 11he extent 
that they hope to be, if t hey ca.n be supplied with 
munitions of wa,l' to a certa.in extent, 

V3t78. Do Y0U think, supposing under any 
oiroumstn.nces the Eng.l'i"sh were to withdraw from 
that .coast, those tribes could and would ;Iefend 
themselves unitedly agwinst the Ashantees?­
I think they "oHld, but I tllink there would be 
disllUioB Ulm0ng 1-.hem. 

7379. ""Veule! ~h"'t disunion talte the shape of 
the Western tribes not uni ting with the Volt.~ 
tllibes, or would there be ru geuGJ..·fiJ disuni0n ?-I 
think there would be a geneml disunion among 
them ",II, from jealeu.sy. ' 

7380. We have had some evidence to lead us 
to suppose that the VI alta tribes relt a different 
interest from tihe 0the~'s, aud were luore pow:erful 
than those wel'e in the dil1eotjon of AS$iuee, or that 
the tri·bes on the .a~tern side of the ' (told Obast 

would act independently of those on the western 
side of the Goldeoast, and would be more powerful 
against the Ashantees than the Fantee. 1-Those 
beyond the Volt", I must admit, I know ,'ery 
little ahout. At Addah and that neighbourhood 
they M'e very unruly people. I have had no 
absolute necessity to give them "ll.Y orde"s, except 

Ilrecently, when they reFused to give up some 
mUl·derers. 

7.381. But my question amounted to this, do 
you think that t.h.e Fantees would be able to 
maintain themselves aga.inst_the .Ashantees~ if not 
assisted by the trib"" around ~he Volta, supposing 
the English were ,"way?-On our side of the 
Volta 1 think tbe tribes would join in resisting, if 
neeessaory; but there is some jealousy between 
the Addah tribes; they are ~athel"' unruly. 

7382. Do you believe, without assistance, sup­
posing 'the Enll'lish gone nltog"ther, the Fantees 
wouJd m,.intam their inde»lendence ?-I think 
they would st.rive to do so. 

7383. Is it the tendency of the ,Ashantees to 
try to overr-un1lhe other tribee, and get down to 
the coast?_ I do not think they want to get to 
the eoast particulauly, it suits them to pillage the 
Fautee •. 

7384. Did you understand that the Fantees 
were under th~ s0vereignty of the Ashantees 
originaJly, un til the English set up their inde­
pendence?-The g-rea.t IDftljority of tliem were. 

7385. A"e theve mauy of t he Ashantees living 
with the Fantees?- Yes, those who have seceded. 

7386. Did you cOllside,' when the Kin" of 
.A:shM1tee was invading the !Protectorate and t.he 
Frotected tribes presented this na.tive ferce of 
50,000 men against t.he Ashantees, that you were 
in danger on the Gold Coast of f,ne Ash",ntees 
ovcl'pmvering that ferce and attackin~ you?­
I tlhought myself in danger u'nless they were 
supported by European officers.; their ~ great 
desi.re always is to be led, they were panic-struck 
so'lne of them, some. defended themselves 'with 
success. 

7387. Do you conside,' t.hat YOl1 have troops 
enough for your defence 1-At that time I did 
not, but when the inva~ion actually broke out I 
had proof of it, I did not consider my force 
sufficient. 

7388. What was the tot.al amount of yOUl" 
force, 'bnen, before you had the reinforcement?­
I had not 30@ efficient men. 

7389. Tile fleet woul!) have been able to g"1"­
rison tIle fore until fhe reinforcements arrived?­
Yes. 

7390. Your propos"'l to the British Govern­
meni! at that time w'a·s that you shoultl yourself 
ca,r\l;'Y the watt' into the Ashantee count.ry; you 
thought t.hat a JinaJ' blow illust be struck at 
Asha.nteeJ-Yes, nha;t was many months after 
the invasion ha.d broken out.; in June I at­
temptcel to give a resume of what had hwppened, 
and stated my convicti.on thwt nothing could be 
effeotuallly doue withont a Iar~er forcc. 

7.391. Do you still m"intalu the opinion fhat 
the A shantees are hostile to the English, an,d 
have designs on their forts ?-N'o, I do not t.hink 
th~y have; I think-they have, as·they consider, 
gnev:>uces to be rectified by the Fantees. 

7392. Do yO"11 t lunk that we may consider the 
British forts now sMe from the Ashantees 1-1 
think they would be perfec1ily safe in the castle 
and the forts. . 

7393. You think that tbe protected tribes 
intervening there are a suffioient barrier against 
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tho Ash.ntees coming down ?- Suddenly, they 
nre. 

7394. Do you consider it is your dut.y, in case 
of' an invasion fl.·om the Ashantees ou the Pro~ 
tectorate which has no apparent intention of 
attacking the English, to assist the. protected 
tribes themselves?-Y 8S, I consIder It lllJT duty 
to asgjst them with munitions of war. I 'read my 
instructions to be, that in theevent of the Ashan­
tees re-invading the Protectorate, the troops, if 
the officers thought prudent, should ndvamce ~o 
Bupport the natives so long as they were In 
safety and marched wit lun the P rotectorate 
itself. 

7395. If you had had a larger force . at your 
command at the time, you would n~ cnry 4av~ 
sent munitions of war to the protecte<ltribes-, but 
troops also ?- Yes; I sent as many troops as I 
could; I have said that I had not more than 300 
men, but I wish to correct that, for I had procured 
from the Gambia and Sierra Le0ne 100 more; 
altogether there were more tha·n 400 men. 

7396. Did you not consider, when your own 
troops were -finally wi.t.hdrawn 1ll consequence of 
sickness, that the fact that the Ash.utees did not 
advance was pretty satisfactory proof t.rWlt they 
had no hostile intentions against the Britishfol'ce? 
-I did think so j evcry month gave me more 
confidence; it is 18 or 20 rnontJ18 since am in­
vading Asbantee crossed t.he Prab, with the 
exception of a slight feud in which one man was 
killed. 

7397. Do you consider your obligations towards 
those tribes a matter for yeu t' own judgment, or a 
matler distinctly and definitely stipulated for by 
treaty?-I th ink I felt myself instructed to 
do 80. 

7398. Is there within your knowledge any" 
distinct treaty, or any clause in any treaty, which 
diqtinctly binds the English to protect those tribes, 
or is it ouly a matter of inference and discrct~on 
for the British Governor ?-I caunot say that I 
have ever seen a treaty to that effect. 

7399. 1¥ e h. ve had some evidence that the 
obligation of protectioll is inferred from a certain 
clause in the Poll-tax Ordinance, is that your 
opinion ?-Ycs, I think it is. 

7400. There is no distiuct t.reaty of protection? 
-I think not. When the invasion broke out, 
almost immediately aftcr my arrival, I did what 
had been heretofore done; I immediately supplied 
them with powder; they are always in want of 
powder; the allies reported to me everything 
that went Oll, and sought protection. 

7401. Having had some experience of the 
government of the Gold Coast, both in time 0f 
peace and in time of threatened war, have you 
any recommendation to make to the COlllmittee 
with regard to the relations between the Civil 
Government and the officers in COIDlUaud of the 
troops; or do you think t.hat the existiuO' relation 
b.etweell those two officers is satisfactory both in 
hme of peace and in time of war ?--I. think that, 
as a genernl rule, it is satisfactory enough for the 
purpose, assuming thA t the two officers know their 
]'csp~cti\'e duties, and adhere to their instructions; 
I l,!lIght.. suggest, perhaps, some minor detn.ils 
winch Will be ulldenst.ood, thouO'h I do not know 
whether t.hi6 is the plnco for it; I mean with 
reglll'd ~o .the Goyernor's power to see :111 orders 
~ll certalU lUlportant. subjects before they axe pub­
hshed by the commanding officer-orders with 
regard to the disposal of the troops. 
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7402. Orders from where ?- E manating from 
the comma,nding officer. 

7403 . I s itJlot tbe case, that all orders emana.!.· 
ing from the commanding officer are seen by t.he 
civil Governor ?-I have not found it so in certu:in 
cases. 

7404. vVould it be possible that the officer in 
command of the tro~'!. on the Gold Coast could, 
for Instance, receive orders from home without 
the knowledge of the ciyil Governor of the Gold 
Coa~t ?-I do not think, with respect to the reo 
moval or disposal of troops, that he cou1d receive 
instructions which he could not a:nd ought Dot to 
show to the Governor. 

7405 . Would his inst.ructions go strai"ht [i'om 
the Horse Guards to him, or th.rough the Go­
Vernor to him ?-I have alwa.ys received military 
news sooner than the colonel commanding, 
and until recently I have always received a.t the 
same time a copy of almost everything sent to 
Colonel Conran. 

7406. Do you think that in a governorship 
like the Gold Coast it would he better that t.he 
sarue person should take hot.h offices, that is to 
say, that ·a military man should be governor, who 
would be able to command the troops also ?-I do 
not think t.hat it would be better that there should 
be a military Governor. 

7407. Mr. Forster.l Do your suggestions mean 
t.hat the commandero[the troops should inform the 
Governor of what orders heissues,or tha,t he should 
inform the Governor of what instructions he re­
ceives from home:- 1Vit.h regard to any impor­
tant cha.nge in the troops, I think in both cases the 
Governor should have cognizance of the facts. I 
imagine that he could not issue extraordmary 
orders without instruction from home, a,nd in that 
case 1 think he has always given me notice. 

7408. Chairmal1 . ] A~ t,he system now exists, it 
is possihle that he might not make those com­
munications to the Governor ?-Yes, on that 
point Colonel Conran and I have diftered a little, 
but never 911 such an important point as to make 
jt n.ecessary to ;l'efer to the I-lome Goyernment. 

7409. On what ground do you tbiul, it not 
wise to have a. nlilitary Governor who could be 
hoth Goyernor of the settlement and at the same 
time command the tl"OOpS on rill occasion of emer­
gency ?--Because I think that a strictly military 
man would not be adapted to the wants of that 
particular country;. 

7410. But are not the wants almost wholly 
military on the Gold Coast., where there are only 
forts, and a Prot.ecto~ate for him to administer?­
It is scarcely possible to conyey an idea of what 
the Governor has to do: almost his whole time 
is take)l up in hearing whethe'r or . not the na­
tives have grievances, and the nature of those 
grievances is extraol!dinary. I do not think -that 
a military fllall would have the same facility in 
dealing with them. 

7il1. In fact, the Goyernor has, to a great 
extent. diplomatic funct,ions to discharge?-Yes, 
the natives look on t,heir Governor, as they say, 
as Cf their father and mot:her,n and- they come to 
him for almost everything. 

7412. We haye had several recommendations 
ii'om witnesses to concC'utra.te the four Govern­
ments of. the ,Yest Coast of Africa at Sierra 
Leon e aO'aiu, as they were concen trated before 
the yeal::> 1842. Now, supposing those recom­
mendations to be carried out, and that there ,vas 
a. Governor General placed at Sierra Leone, and 
all t,he troops were placed at Sierra Leone, with 
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steam transports to send them'iro any Lierrtenant 
Governor who wanted them, do ;yo," ~hink the 
Go""m'or of ~he G.,ld ·Coast mig;lut have aocal 
forces in the natuI'e of mili111ia '",nd polrce sufficient 
fer his Go,'ernmeut, ,vithont Tegular 1>1'OOpS?­
I think he might a1most dispense with troops; 
such is my experience, that he wenld be better 
witlh011t them in some instanee"S. 

'7413. But supposing that that' ·was ihe case, 
on what should yon have been able to rely when 
yeti expected the Asb»ntee invasion in 1863?­
I tlUnk th",t t he naclIVes w0\1111 be ",ble, wnd t h"" 
t hey wOlild be .compelled te ,le£en<l themselves; 
they would not look for sblPport; but I wouta 
suggest that t,he Governor should hMre an an:med 
c0ns'tahRla.ry, ·with a few office1.·s. 

Ni4. D o you mean in the nature of the 'pre­
sent police ?-Not ex"ctly that; I mean that 
there should be an a;rmed consta!blllal'Y· 

74\'5. Men I,ving a.t their homes without bar­
racks ? ~-Yes, within call. The Dutch have uhe;'1' 

, own sold,iers lliving in the tO~VI-llJ and they c0~e 
150 ~he lbarracks 'when requir:ed. 

'i416. 'I's ·the Dutch system, in that particular, 
on the "IV est Coast of Africa, better ~han ours, in 
your opini0n ?-1 think it answers. 

H17. A t the Du·tch fel1s, is thel'e not a union 
of the civi l and military command, s1:1ch as I am 
speak~ng of?-Y;es. 

7418. W1:t'Y do you ~hin k the Dutch should be 
rub1e to unite those offices, and the English not? 
-Because the Governor, in rthaft case, is not a 
milik'1.ry man j he only becomes a mi1iital'Y man 
the moment he sets foot on the territory. 

7419. If the troops were withdra.wn, and no 
f01'0es but !the co~stabnlary were t.here, you 
think we mi~ht have a civi l Governor who would 
dispense witlh a mili tary oommander ?-Unless a 
tremendous attack came which he could not 
meet, subjeot 0f coU'rse t0t.1re Fautees being 
beaten. 

7420. The proposal being to concentrate both 
tne 'Government and the t.roops at Siena Leone 
with dep0ts and a sufficient number 'offast steam 
trans.ports, to send those troops to assist the Lieu­
tenant Goveltnor of t,he Gold Coast if it ,yere 
required; do you tlunk that might ],e a sufficient 
proteotion in case of da:nger'?-I think the pro­
gra.mme that I sent home was.to the effect that 
a force of 200 armed consta.bllJa.ry shoula be 
raised, but I understood that it would be thought 
neoessary to have a small gal'rison witJlin the 
forts,for appem'ance sake; in the eyes of foreigners 
it would look better. 

7421. Who would oommam1 in tllat case ?~I 
presume t.hat there would be at least a captain in 
comma:nd in that case, 

7422. What would be the time consumed in 
your sen€ling a, message to Sierra. Leone for 
tr00ps, supposing 1)he1'e was a' steam transport 
there, and your gett.ing the t,roops ? - Do you 
mean if wc ha.d steam communica,tion ready at a 
moment's notice? 

7423. Yes ?-Not more than 15 dai s. 
7424. To bring the troops if they were at Sierra 

Leone?-Yes, that is wDowillg for erob~trkation 
and disemba..l'.k:a-tioll; at present it i~ only by 
men-th1y stenmcr tlhan we can communicate, 

7325. 1\Ir. Chichester F01'tescue. ] Tha,t is snp­
posing you have a steam tranSpol't ready to send 
the t)'oops 7-Yes, that would be the shortest 
possible t ime. 

7426. C1Uli,.mon.] Have the Dutoh generally 
been friendl y to your govermuerrt?-OpeI11 y £0 ; 

but I doubt ·their sincerity with regard to the 
Asbantee question. 

7421. I think '[ recollect in y.eu;r despatcl1es of 
1863, that the Dutch Govel."or, at )'(iUr request, 
stoppea the supply ofarms10the enemy, but said 
he could only act as "' neutral himself ?-He 
affected th&t. I do not think that it went to the 
extent of stopping the supply. J conW get no 
gUaJ:antee; he said that it was impossible to 
stop it. 

':7428. lie said, HI must be lleutr.al "?-Resaid, 
"I could nm fire a shot !:for you j" those 'Were the 
aotual 'word'S, I tthin,k. 

7429. Why should the Dutch fiud it .gadnst 
their interest to snpport the English against the 
Ashan tees? - They are on friendly terms with 
the King of Ash.ntee; they have an agent in 
Comassie, who issupposecl to procure natives for 
sdldiers, to whom tihe Dutch profess to pay a 
bounty of 40 dollars, but those men are collected 
by the agent .for the pmpose. Since the Ash· 
a·D tee imvasi011' that traffic has not been c3L'L-1.ed on, 
I believe. 

143@. Your proposal, as I understa.nd you, is, 
that there should be a 'Very small garrison in each 
fort, and that the main force the Gove"nor should 
have under him should be a constabulary; let 
me ask you what was the caUBe of the Gold 
Coast Artillcl'J becoming so mutinous that it was 
obliged to be diabande·d ?-My opiuion os tbat they 
were not kept in discipline for some yeavs ]Jast, 
a.nd that some of their wants were not lookecl 
into, Rud that, in point of fact, they were not 
treated as they had' a r ight ~to expect 1;0 be 
treatcd. ~ 

743 1. Do you think th",t t.he nature of the 
force was good in itself?-I think, taking it alto­
gether, with pro}lIer discipline, it" would be a very 
~ooa force. I have employed men nom that 
force, and I have been very well s",tisfied with 
them. 

7432. You do not advi.se the revival of any 
such corps ?-N o. 

7433. How would you pTopose your constabu­
lary to be armed 7-'With carbines and smwll 
swords aoDd pistols. 

7434. Do you tlunk that that would be the sole 
force necessa,ry besides the sma.ll garrison?­
U nle58 t,here :were an ovel'w"helming attack, 
those men should divide over the districts, letting 
each commandant ba;ve a portion. 

7435-6. Mr. Sagmaw'. J Is that supposing the 
squadron is kept up at ita present amount ?-The 
squadron at present does not assist in the Gold 
Coast except nnder speoific orders. 

7437. If 1hc squadron was reduced, would you 
requllle more troops ?-Fel' llhe last nine ~months 
I have been in vain asJcing for a man-of:"wal" to 
wartch 0ccasionRll ly, and I ha,Ye not received Que, 
t,herefore r cannot dep_enc1 much on them, 

7438. Chairman.] W1mt was t.he cause of your 
sending for that shipP-Because nt Addah, within 
the Protectorate, the authorities refused to give up 
some mnrderers; another renson was, t.hat there 
was a threatened emelltte at Oape Coast Castle 
itself. 

7439. Every time you obt"ined the aid of the 
squa.dron, yon would be (ll'a wing them off their 
own cru ising ground ?-Yes. 

7440 . So fa.r, running the risk of are-opening 
of'the slave trade ?-From my experience I cer­
tainly must -say that I think a oruiser might be 
spared to look: at u-s onoe a month at ]east; it is 
'TIot more than 70 milos away; they froquently 
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('omp. to ..l.ccra,.and take their mai ls, butl believe 
there bas been a specific order not to remove 
thom. 

7441. Do YOlL think thnt this governorship by 
the English of cer tain £orlls on the coast is 0. good 
system, or do you. think we might enable the 
nati\Yc chiefs equa-lly well to govern the country 
by themselves ?- I think that t he removal o£ all 
apparent protection by the B-ritish would have a 
'"erv hall effect. 

7·4-12. In wbat way would it kwe a b.c1 effect? 
-I think the natiNes would be discotuaged; I 
think they would lose the confidence wJ,ioh they 
now ha ve, nod I certainly thin kit woulel arrest the 
civi1ization of that part of the coast, slow as it ls. 

7443. I suppose you do not think it 'possible 
that the English couJd ever govern tlfat cO''!Ptry, 
except through the chiefs ?-No, I do not think 
it is possible. 

7444. But yet YOLl do not think tJbwt, even in 
any process of time, we could enable the chiefs 
to govern themselves ?-Yes, 1 do think t hat we 
might, hut not in my time ; with one excepmon, 
I hflve not had a difference with one native king 
or chief in my time of two years- and seven 
months. 

74..ti5. Is it your opinion that 0111' governorship 
of the Gold Coast ho.s done much good to the 
trihes, such as civjliz.in~ or impl'oving tbeir con­
dition ?-I think so; 1 am confirmed in that 
opinion; because., when I left the comma.nd, a 
nmnher of persons waited on me and begged 
me to Ul'O'e the continued protection of. Great 
Britain; from the time of Sir 'Cllatles :Th1cCarthy, 
they suy they have found an improvement, aucl 
are uot liablc to the bal'Clships and distress wbich 
w~re formerly pressed upon them by their ene ... 
mICS. 

H,16. Did not the King of Ashant.ee make use 
of this expression, in answer to one of your De:­
snatches, that Governor Maclean had been on 
niorc friendly terms than'" you were ?-He dis.:­
tinctly stated that I had broken faith with 
him. 

7447. He rcferred to Goyernor Macleau?-Yes; 
he spoke of Governor lIf aclean b .. ,illO' had a t.reaty 
with hjm. o. 

7448. In your opinion, was Governor Maclean 
in better relatious wi th the King of Ashantee on 
t.hat subject than the present Government ?-I 
think he was on better terms, decidedly. 

7449. Do you th.ink the circum!ita,nces were 
different, or that he was au abler officer ?·_·My 
idea is tha.t he was able to do a great deal 
mote in those days than a British Governor umv 
dare do. 

7450. 1'Vhy 1- So many things were not reo 
]lorted as they are now; I do not think be did 
many wrong things, but he was able t.o go a great 
deal furtl,er. 

7451. ~Vas that becaLlse his was a private 
government of merchants and yours is n public 
go\'onllnellt, amenabJe to the Crown and Parlia­
ment? -,I think the natives did not t l,eu know 
their rights so wel l ; the pr stige of the Eng1ish 
Government had a. greater effect then than it has 
now. 

7452. Yon do not tl111nk that the mercantile 
govornment was oetter than the Crown O"Oyerll-
m:'llt_~-:N?) that is not my opinion. 0 

'.453.. Su' JoAn Hay.] 1V ... the same k ing 
rullOg In ARhantee at tllat time ?-In Sir Charles 
l\Ic9ar~hy's 'time it w ... not; in Govel:llor Mac­
lean, tuue I think it "'as. 

0,39. 

7454. There bas not been any change of policy 
in, the Asbantee Court?-No; the present king 
is said to De a very peaceful man; the present 
king must be the same, because he alludes to bis 
own r:elat.ions wit.h G0ViennOl, Maalean. 

7455. Chairman.] What is the interest that 
the English Go~ernment have in maintaining 
those forts, or in wha.t w"ay would! our interests 
be damaged. by gi>ving them U]l ?-In a pecuniary 
point of view I cannot for a moment slliythat the 
African settlement cannot kieep itself; it, eouid 
keep itself, but I tbink that it would have a very 
bad effect for the English, who have p~otected 
tllat country,: so long, to gLve it Ul) . 

7456. You mean a bad effect upon the natiYe",? 
- Yes, upon the natives. 

7457. But my; question referred to the effeet 
upon English interests; in the first place, as 
things. now stand, do you think that the slaNe 
trade would be revived On that coast ?-I am 
afraid it would. 

7458. Then, supposing to" slave trade to liave 
ceased (as we leope it will before long from the 
cessation of the demand), do you think it is worth 
the expense which tbe English go to to maintai'n 
those ports simply for commerce on that coast?­
No; not simply for commerce. 

7459. In the event of there being no slaye 
trade, )'0>' think there would be no sufficient 
commercia-l aclvant.a&e in maintaining t.hose forts? 
-No, I do not tl,in)t there would. 

7460. I s tllat on .the ground that it is uot 1t 

good commercial position ?-r am not awa.re that 
there are better commercial positions. 

H61. BLLt you would not consider it a good 
commeroial position, would you ?-It nas not 
lately shown itself to he so; but that is to be 
accounted for in some measure. 

7462. How is tho,t to be accounted for?­
Partly by the Ashantee invasion, and, I lUust 
admit, partly by the system with respect to the 
slaves in tile country; they have now all idea 
that they are free; they are not ahsolutely free; 
tlleir masters-partially subsist them, and they do 
Dot ca.re very much to lahour for themselves while 
they are 60 partially subsisted. 

7463. Have you any remarks to make on t he 
t.he judicial establishments at the Gold Coast?-
2\11y opinion is .. with certain persons as ohief jus­
tices and judicial asseSS0r, that the system wOl'kis 
very well. 

7-164. ~Ve have understood 6·om the other wit­
nesses that the judicial assessors nave never bee.n 
able to caN'y out the :6.rst intention of the office in 
assisting the chiefs in administering jl1stice; do 
you thiuk that th"t is·so ?-1 thiuk he does assist 
them; they elect to come to his court, and fie 
adjudicates for them. 

7465. TheI do not sit together in jttdgment? 
-They do not'sit together, but the kiug is sup­
posed to come 01' to send a trusmror.thy person on 
his behalf to represent him ",henever any dis­
putes arise in his countrv. 

7466. You think that the office of judicial 
assessor, as now worked, is satisfa-ctory?-Y es; 
hut I am bound to say that there is a little di:ffi.­
culty ; there is not sufficient instruction to guide 
him. The present Chief J u.tice bolda with me on 
the point that we should let the chiefs do as much 
as they can for themselves; but I believe that 
some other gentlemen think rather that ])e is not 
legal enough; that he is too much a juclicial 
assessor; that he does not adhere to th.e law suffi­
c.icntly. 

o 0 2 7467. That. 
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7461~ That he acts roo much discretionnrily 
without a fixed J.,w?-Yes. 

7468. Mr. eM.hcster F01·tescue. ] 'lihe Brrtish 
law, you mean ?-Yes. 

7469. ('hairman. ] Do you mean that you think 
the judticial assesser should adop'! English law ,­
No; seme think so, ,but I am of opinion that he 
should not rel~ so}ely on the English law, andi in 
that ¥'iew I am blamed by some that 1 have sat 
with, the Chief Justice more than once. I have 
sat with ~he p,'esent acting Chief Justice. 

74>70. Is there any very marked distinction 
between his administr~tion as Chief J nst:ice and as 
judicial assessor ?--Yes, he takes into considera:­
tion the countror IDJWS and customs. 

7471. Do you mean that .an,y one would ob­
serve in the two courts a very di~erent l5ystem of 
administrlttion ? - Certainly; the rules of evi­
denee are not so strictly adhered to in one court 
as in the other. 

747!l. I 'lllld·eJ;stand you in the main to make 
no. propositio!) for any alteiation of tihe offices, 
but merel,y in the mode of aurnini.stratien ?-I 
would like the position of the Chief Justice to be 
clearly defined; t'here lIlust be a judic~al officer 
as between British subjects. I have heard some 
people say, "Do away with the Chief Just(ce 
altogether; " but what is to become of the 6ui,ts 
between British · subjects? There should be 
so,me officer. skiNed enough to try such cases. 
I know one gentl~eJllan who said to I)le since I I 
came home, "You DIre better without your cour:t8;" 
but I answe,red, "I{pw would you like ), 01M', par­
ticulaIt ca-se to be dealt with; you would have to 
come to England; there must be a lawyer th,ere 
for .such cases?" 

7\173, With regard to ta.xa,tion on the Gold 
Qoast, ill oue of your despatches you seem bo 
despBJir of r3Jising any fUFther t~atiou t-han such 
as is now raisod by the customs duties ?-'While 
the Du·tch remain in t·heir pr.esent position. 

7'174. ilo you think that nothing in tihe n",nure 
-of a pol!-n"", could be revived ?-Yes, I think 

it @ould be revived. The na.tives to a man 
profess to pay 1lhe poll-tax, . but in the mean­
time ~he distress has been great, amd they have 
not neen certa:in of the-ill." p0sition. However 
groea;t their ig.norance may pe, they have known 
that .t was likely that ~his inquiry would be 
going on; they seem to be in Father au unseMled 
state; tbey bave pledged ~hemselves to pay the 

. pol!,tax; they . have actually commenced, a.nd 
'there a"lle a few pounds in the chest. Mr. Balmes) 
who is now in EDgIn.nca, is the treasurer. I adopted 
the plan of Ie-tiling them manage ~t themselves; 
th,py set to work with a will, and they nave 
collected some money. 

7475. I'IT as the money appropFiateq to any par­
ticular purpose ?-It was intended to be appro­
I;>riated to such works as were l?equiTed, and the 
.deoision was t.o be made by a committee, of whom 
I "'PPoi'lteoi tIM while tbey appoin.ed tlu'ee, tbe 
Govetnor havi.ng 3.1 voice. 

7'176 . W' as Vhe cauae of the failure at first !;ny 
d~$sa.tj-sfH.ction on 1I11e ,J.i)al't of tihe na,tives witlh the 
appr!lpJ'latioQ 0fth~ tax ?-T1h3lt wa.s a. 'Very gueat 
CiWd C; it is a <Yl'eat g rievance to this cla.y. I never 
hol d '" p»llt v"e r but ~h;'y . bring up tihis point 
aga.m. 

7477. You t hink it is pOSSIble b)' j"dioio"Us 
arr:\rugcment. to Fnlse a ta.x fF0m the nwttives fot' t,he 
gencr:d purpuses of Govelmment ?-f feel con­
vinced ,t i5. I t.hink it is 87 /. th",t t bey have in 

hand; they were about to commence some 00" 
provements in the rown when I left. 

7478. What did you find to be the general 
influence of the missioni!ry operations during your 
government ?-My experience fef many yea!'s 
past is, that -the missionaries are good workers on 
the Coast; ~hey do good. 

7479. Do they generally support the Govern­
men,t ?-Inmy exper.ience f0rsome years past they 
have generally suppor,ed the Government. 1 have 
at this moment to thank Mr. West, the super­
intendent 0f the- Wesleyan Mission, for his a~­
sis tance in keeping peace in the town of C"pe 
Coast. 

J 480. Do you think that the missionaries have 
been successful in their own wo~k 1-1 think they 
have been as successful as I could. e>:pect, speak­
ing fliom my experienee ; the success is ver.y, very 
slow, but prog·ress has been made, and recently 
I have had .. n opportunity of finding how ex­
ceedti'nglly well edueated and how very much ad: 
vanGea in intelligence the natives of Cape Coast 
are at Sier.·ra :Leone: I wa-s very: much struck at 
Sierra Leone and in the Gambia. 

7481. What is your opinion with regard ro the 
number offorts on the Gold Coast; are there too 
many or too few?- I think th .. t the ;fort of 
Annamaboe might be dispensed with; we should 
then have t hree. 

94:82. Do you ihink that that is sufficient ?·-1 
think so. 

71183, You do not propose our occupying any 
other points, as) for instanoe, the mouth of tihe 
Volta 1- Yes, I should very much wish a station 
up the Volta, ",t a place called !N'Pong, or there­
.. bonts. 

7484. Is that heal1ihy?-Yes, particularly 
healthy; I visited it. 

748'5. Supposing the Government were con­
centrated at Sierra Leone, would the Lieutenant 
Governor of the (iiold Coast require so manyCforts? 
-Yes, I think so. 

1485. You could · not do with less than three, 
you think?- Th",t would be four. 

7487 . I understand that most of the forts are 
in 1 a very ru~nous state?- They aQ'e wQ'erohed; 
not habitable. . 

7488. Would you propose putting them n 
rej",ir ?-A portion of them. I proposed t heir 
being reducea to ea.tteries, almost. 

71.89. So that there would not he much ex­
pense; wh'\<t would be the expense of pu tting 
them so far in repair as you wonld prOpose ?-In 
conjunction with Colollel Conran and Major Clark 
I went into figures on tbat subject, but I have 
not got a copy of them here. 

71190, Do you ag,ree gener"lly with Major 
Clark in his views on that subject ?-Yes; be 
took down notes of my wishes on the subject," as 
he saia he ,,,as instructed. I think I stated 
thM I should prefer ha¥ing 600 men as the gar­
rison, ."d I think he based his "",lculations on 
that; but I have since re.commended that the 
milit!>'"Y fOFce be red'uced very mucb indeed, and 
the new system of constabulary adopted; not a 
ston.e hars been put upon another towards the re-
P""(' of the forts at present. ' 

7491. Gne fout was de.broyed by &n e,wthq"Uake; 
h!>s any otber fort been damaged by earthquake? 
-They luwe all been damaged except Cape 
00nst. 

14iJ2. By enrthquake?-Ye.; ,;. never feel 
salfe ; we are always having shocks. Clu-istians­

bnJ,.'gh, 
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burgb Accra, and James Fort are not babitable. 
r hnv~ been obliged to eli charge prisoners from 
"them, fearing that. t,he.y would be crushed. 

7493 . Mr. Ghic7wsier Fortescue.] You were 
asked Il' question with regarnl to tJb€' relation DE-­
tween the Governor and the commanding officer; 
will you let me read you :l. few sen.tences from the 
Colonial Office Rules and RegulatIons, and then 1 
will ask you whether you think they leave any doubt 
ns to what that. relation should be j the inst,ruc­
tions are as follows : ~'A civilian, a naval officev, 
or a military officer, holding a commission in l-Ier 
Majesty 's land forces of iu.ferio!' rank t? t bat of 
colonel, who shall be appomted to a~lmlmstel' a 
Colonial Government, is not invested with the 
command of Her :Majesty's Forces ; bllt ~ is his 
duty, except in t.he c~se of invasion oGtss~l_t· by­
a fllreign enemy, to Jssue to the officer In com­
mand of the forces witbin the Colony, orders for 
their march and distribution, for the formation 
and march of detachments and escorts, and, gene­
rally, for such military sen rice as the safety and 
weliare of the Colony may appear to him to 
require. All the mili t.:'lIry details .rega,rding such 
distribut.ion and the luanner in which the detach­
ment shall be formed and compared, rest wi th the 
commanding military offic~r, who is responsible 
that they are conformable 1D every respect to the 
instructions issued' to him by the Governor." 
And again, " The officer ceroruanding H~r 
1'fajesty's land forces is above charged with the 
supcrintendence of aU detail. connected with the 
military depart,ment ill a Colony, the regimental 
duty and discipline of the troops, inspections, and 
I:mmmoning and holding courts-martial, garrison 
or regimental, and the gxanting leave of absence 
to subordinate miptary officers. He ca.rries into 
execut,ion, on his own aut,bority , the sentences of 
courts-martial, excepting sentences of death, 
which m'lst be apprpved, on behalf of the 
Queen, by the officer administering the civil 
go\·ernment. He makes to the officer admiuis · 
tering the civil government returns of the state 
and cond.ition of the troops, of the military 
departments, of the stores, magazines, a.rnd forti­
fications within the Colony, and furnishp.s dupli­
cates of all returns of a similar nature to tho!:ie 
which he mn.y send to the military authorities at 
borne, or to any officer und er whose general com­
mand he is placed." I::lhou ld yeu say that those 
reguil\tions suffioiently define the relation between 
t.he Governor and th.e commanding officer ?-I 
think them almost perfect, but experience has 
told me that some officers do not read them as I 
do. I myseJf think that. under the expression with 
regard to the" returns," I should see everything 
of importa.uce before it is published, as it were. 

7494. Every important order 1-Which is about 
to be promwga.ted. 

7495. But in time of peace the comm ancl­
~ng oA'lcer would not be at liberty, under the 
lDstructions, to issue orders, for instance, for the 
march of dehi..chlllents, or anything of that kind, 
without instructions from the Goveruor?-I should 
so read it, but it has occurred. I be lieve thn,t the 
?o~manding officer has removed troops (pe'rhaps 
1~ IS not a very important mat.tel'); and in -the 
time of :Ml.ljor Cochrane r mention ed that an order 
was gi \·eu for troops to ml.Lroh wh en I h:1d not 
sanctioned it., and tha.t order had to be c~\n ­
celJed. 

7496. But it is quite clear that the distribution 
of the troops itl the Colony in time of peace de­
pcnrll"i on thc Goyernor's orders?-Yes. 

0.:39. 

7497. And the mode of c",rry ing them into 
effect on the commanding officer ?-Enti l'elv . If 
I were a Lieutenarnt Governor and want,eel' men, 
I am not to say which men it shall be; hut 
officers might be moved at a time when I was 
sure that every officer was of consequence; for 
the officers are of lUore importance than soldiers, 
w.ith bJack broops. That officer would be re­
moved without my knowino- it, and when the 
deed is done, it is too late~ I thiuk that five 
minutes' e-xpla.natiou with the milita.ry authorities 
iu London would settle the matter. ·With re ­
gard to the Dutch Governor of Elmina he simply 
becomes ~010nel by virtue gf his office, an d (rives 
orders, whereas I can only give requisitions. l:''l'he 
instant he leaves his colony his rank cea.ses; he is 
called Colonel of the Java Militia; he takes off 
his coat on his return to Europe. 

7498. H ow do you propose to compose the 
armed constabulary on the coast ?-It would be 
selected with the assistance of my subordinates 
out of men that I kn ew to be sober and well con­
ducted, picked men, men of some courage. 

7499. From the protected terr.itories?-Yes, 
from the protected territories themselves. 

7500. You see no risk or inconvenience in 
forming a corps in that way ?- No, I have suffi­
cient con£dencc in them. 

7501. I suppose you would say that for tbe 
Ol-dioa.1'y purposes of government an a.rmed civil 
for ce absohltely at the disposal of the Governor is 
infinitel:)' mOFe u seful t han a body of troops?­
Yes, as the p:resent force is const.itutecl. 

7502. Butin any case, for the ordinary purposes 
of Government , a civil force entirely a.t tile Go­
vernor's disposal is more u seful and availabl e than 
a body of troops, is it not?-Yes ; it is only in the 
event of a crisis that r shou}a like to ha-'ve troops, 
and if it were possible I should prefer European 
soldiers for a su.dden emergenc.y. The vVest 
Indian soldiers are not able to do the work which 
they may be required to do. . 

7503. The troops recruited in the West Indies 
stand the climate very badly, do they not ?-Very 
badly. 

7504. ·Mr. Seymow·.] What is the relation of 
the chiefs to the Government on the Gold Coast? 
-They consider tbe Governor supreme, and pay 
him all deference a.nd ;respect, for the most pa'rt. 

7505. They obey your orders t hrougb the 
whole of the Protectorate?-Y es. 

7506. I s there any hereditary chief at Cape 
Coast?-Yes. 

7507 . vVhat rehtion does he bear to you; 
what power has he I-Up to the tiroe of tbe elec­
tion of the present king, he bas yielded implicit 
obedience to the Governor of Cape Coast, almost 
without exception. 

7508. I s there a chief as well as a king at 
C"pe Coast Castle ?-There are men called cbiefs, 
who are supposed to be men of responsibility iu 
the country. 

7509. vYhat is the municipal autbori ty at Cape 
Coast Cas tle; is there a municipal counci l there ? 
- There is uot . The former governor, S ir B en­
jamin Pine, established a municipal corporation, 
and for want of material it has broken down ; 
1t has never existed since I was there. 

7510. How long ago Is it since that municipal 
body met for the last time ?--It has not existed 
siuce the year 1860. 

7511. Not since Governor I-Iill 's time ?-Yes, 
it existed subsequ ently to that. I t was Si t' B en­
jamin Pine who instit,uted it, and he was suc-
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ceeded by: Mr. And,.ews; " 'ho stayed the))e for 
two yeM's, and, during;,.. that ]leci.o.d j:t was r~ 
peoJed. 

7M2. Now stlPposiug you W!lJpteil to make 
imp,.overoeuts. ill tlhe OOW1) of Cape Coa.~t Castle, 
and of. the Toads in: its- vicinity., who would, have 
author.ity to malke any locaL taxation the"e?­
Jt~h",ve alnead:y "",ii[ that ! know 0> no means of 
1000,1 t."",tiau, 

~513. Is the,.e any local taxation for draining, 
IlJldthiugs of, th",t kind ?- No. 

7514. Noue ?~None. 
7515. "Vho would h",ve authority to levy any, 

local ta" for improvemeUJt:s?-I feel justified ill 
• ",ying th",t no one wo:uld, have autho~'ity ; I doubt 
HI it. would be allowed. 

7516. Would you have the power?~No; I do 
not Gonsider that I have the power. 

7517. Is the¥e no authorit), vested in the chiefs 
who are elected the1!e_; are theDe chiefs sti,u 
el""teil ? - 'Dliey are not elected that I, know of;· 
tliey cMI tb.emselves chiefs, 

7518. Chairman.] Was the poll~ta" a.ttempteiL 
to be levied, liy the British Goverumeu.t diL'ecMy 
or through the. ohiefs? -By the Go'Verdlmellt, 
dir-ectly . 

1519. Mr. Seymour.] Was it not assentea to 
ill the councils at the chiefs ?-Ye •. 

7520. Those were chiefs summoned throughout 
the whole Protectorate ?-Yes. 

7521. Doe13 tluvt council of chiefs, summ0nedJ 
throughout the Protectora.te, have aoPy existence­
now ?-:---It is the custom ; I found it existing not 
in the Gold Coast only, but I have heen ;n the 
habit of summ0nhlg the cniefs and head Dlen on 
any important meaSl!u'e. 

7622. D.i(u you summon a council of that S0)'t 

before the A'shantee war ?-I call'ed upon ~l 
pel'sonso to eome forward and hear my direction..s. 

75'23. Whel'e to ?-I summoned them to what 
is called t he " P"Javer HaIL" 

7524. In Cape CoasP-Yes. 
7525. Did you find. them all come?-Sc",rcely 

a;- man was absent. 
7626. F.vOlll what distance in the interior did 

they come ?-FrolTI the fuu·thest parts. 
7527 . Did the chiels of D enka .• a amI Ak,kim, 

81ncl others come ?-Thev either ca.me or sent 
their son,s, nephe\,rs, or D1~SSel1gel's. 

7528. Are you of ol'inion that au assembly, of 
that ,sort, could settle some scheme of taxaction 
throughout t.lle country ?-If I were Govel.·uor, I 
should sa.nction and ad0pt it. 

7529. '\~l ouler you, by yonor. instructions from 
the Colonia.! Office, h,,'e j>0wer to 010 so ?-I 
think so ; I should feel jUGti£ eJ in d0ing it. 

7530. I-dave you eyer aditempted irt?-Yes, I 
have ; I have advised them .fio do aerta.in thing$. 

7531.. Have you advised them to fe-vy taxes?­
No. 

7532. J3ut taxes a.re very much wanted there" 
for llhe improvement of the country;, ame they 
not?-Very much w",nteil. . 

7533. Cka,:rman.]" I do not, understand whether 
you think you could, thl'on~h your counci l, tax the 
nati ves; ,,,"ouid that be the same th il1g as tlJe 
aBsent of the chiefs ?-It depends upon what is 
meant by the " t0l'(J, (( counciol." 

~534. Yow say that at' a counci~ at Cape Coast 
Castle, nearly all the chief. 'IPpeared either per; 
sonallyor by deputy ?-1 wonld not 0,,11 that a 
council, I call tJha;tl a meetiu~. I myself ha'Ve two 
councils, the executive fbnd fJa.e legislati\'te. 

7(;35. You think that you would not be "llowed 

to tax th.e natives either. through your eJfecutive 
or legisl~tiye. coqncil as now existing ?- For B)me 
things I pre.pa;re the erdinances ID>se.lf, and Bub­
l;llit them tiD my: council. 

1536. COUld you levy a tax throughout the 
proteoted t"rritor~ by the autholity of yonr Exe-
01l,tive Council or Legislative Council? - 'I?hat is 
a ques-tion whi04 is not "perhaps cleeided; J 
~hQught I could, a~I have clone it. 

1637. What ma;kes you think that you could 
not?=I have had rea~on"to doubtit·lat<ily. · 

7538. ]';Ol' say tl:y;t you u~"d to think so?~ 
Yes, until a ver:y ·rectent period. 

7539. W.hatmade you chaI1ge your opinion '/_ . 
IufoFll .. tion; the views of other persons eXl'ressecl 
to me. 

7540. Who were .the 12">S0lli> whose opinion~ 
leol. you to douht it ?-G.olonel Or.d ,'vas the. Dust 
person. 

7541. He l'aised doubts· with regard to the 
-power of, your Exeanti"e ancl Legislative Goun­
Qils in m~ttera 0f taxation ?-Yes. 

7.542. Mr. SeymoU1·.] I understand you. to saY' 
that the Executive and Legislative Gauncil an6 
different from the council to-whi"h you sUIll}llQned. 
the chiefs, from the various parts of the P~'o~ec~ 
tOl'ate on great occasions ?-Y es ; those. are caJ:led 
for clistinetioll sake, pa:l&yers. 

7543. ])0 you think it would he possible to 
amallgamate "Jour legislative GOllncil with t1i.i.s 
general counciL of chiefs, or theil' aeRuties, from 
va.rious par\j; of the Rrotectorate ?-No,. I think, 
EJ..0t. 

7544. Do you see any other mode of le'ryillg 
taxes, exoept thrOl1gl:t this general council of 
chiefs which you spoke of ?~Not unless a law 
be passed for the pU~PQse. 

7545. ,""oulil they think themselves al)ffi~ 
oient1y represented ill your Legisla;1;,iv:e Councill 
to consent, to a tax leyied on its authority onlX ? 
-l thought .so, and. acted on that supposi:=­
tion. 

7546. De you thillk it would he possiQle- to 
00nsult the cbief.s from various parts, Qf the P.J.:o-, 
tectorat·e, as t:o l~v;ying taxes, and.. otner im­
port,alllt matters of ' leg.islatio1! ? - I do; I did 
eonsult them. 

7547. Do you ;m;nk. you cowd periodically. 
sum:Q:lOll suoh ::to council? -Yes, it would be~per­
fectly easy. 

7548. A counoil thaot would contain the germs­
£0)' the !'utu." of something 1,k", our own ParlillFo 
men<t.? - We must look veuy far forward for that, 
I fe~". 

1549. Bll~ are the chiefs willing to meet. toge­
ther ill council ?-Generally speakillg they ""a, 
uuleBS it is; Oll a- suihject :which. they do not cane 
",hout. 

7550. But they do cal'e about general im­
provements 1!hroughout the Prote.ctoralle?­
Yes. 

7551. Do you think that they woulel be willing 
to consent to something Jilte t).,e old, ]!oll~tax for 
carnymg out imli)1lo"Vements ?-y~, ]; feel saTe of 
it; they never refused. 

7552. 'Voulcl ;t. be po.sthle to devise a Bellewe 
by w hieh t.hey should be oonsulted) and afford 
the G1overnoli money fQl" i1illpr~)"v:.ing the .counfu:y ? 
-I do not think it is necessary to give any m­
structU011S on that, because, as the system is at 
present existin.g, I have never done ~'l.nything 
wi.thout mentiOndllg it to the t2hiefs. 

7683. But th0se ta.xes have neyel." been levied, 
ani! those in)p.ro.ements should be done; do you 

then 



SELECT C@i'HMIllTEE ON A~RrQ..A (-WBSTER~ "OAST)' 295 

then think that you could draw out a ""oherne,. by 
whicl1 the money could be found, and those Im­
provements carried out w~th the C'.onsent ?f the 
natives generally?- Yes, I could dntw lt out 
easily, but I am not p~ep"'red to say (unless I 
obtain specifi c instructions to oompe-l obed~ence 
to legislation) any more than that I foun.dlt al­
Dlost impossible to levy j,he poll-tas . 

7554. But I thought you said tbe reason 
was tJUlt the money was 1l0t'" expended in the 
manner that they anticipated? - Tbat is one 
renSOll, the great rea-son. 

7555. But there would be no general indis­
position to levy such it tn if -it were expended 
accorclino- to their wisl ,es, would tbe~re ?---.JNo; 
they are ';,xceedingly "easonable, but t bere is tlle 
natural delay of the nfutlve to "!k wl:£~ _ h~ 
Msents to. - _ ~ 

7556. Bnt they did assent to it f01'mffi:ly, antl 
it was well conducted fOT a e.erta.i'D. time?­
Yes. • 

7557. Do you tihink if you went baok and bad 
the s:tllotion of th .. Colonial Offioe you could de-
1"I3e ::t. scheme to levy that tax again, and to 
expend it again in a manner that they would ap­
prove of?-Yes. I baye not the slightest doubt 
of it; for they pledge themsel ve~ to do it. I 
La ve allowed onc of their own townsmen to keep 
the money. 

7358. How does tbe spirit-license work?- At 
present it works yery well; every Olle has 
acceded to it. 

7569, Do you t hink th",t that is a desirahle 
tact 7-1 thought 80. . 

7560. Do you think so now?-Yes, I do. 
7561. It is a success on tile whole?-Yes. 
7562. Do you thiuk that tbe population there 

would appreciate the ya,1ue of roads it;l cli'fFerent 
pnrts, and are you of opinion that it would be 
possible to make mete",l roads ?-It 1S p05sible,but 
at lUl enormous expense. 

7563. Chairman.] What sort of roads were 
proposed to be made by the poll-'tax ?-Prac­
ticable paths; nothing more can be made in 
Africa, on accollnt of the rapid ,egetation. 

7564. Mr. Seymour,] That ye"etation 'is Dot 
more '''''I)id than in Ceilon or the ~\V est Coast of 
India, "..'here roads are made 'with pel'fect facihty, 
is it ?-C01'1sidering the charactel' of the natives, 
t11eir modes of proceedino-, and so on, that would 
1)e Ycr)" difficult indeed. " 

7565. Are there not depOts of merchandise all 
the way along the road to Comassie from Cape 
Coast, or were there not some years ago ?-Goods 
were transmit,tcd, but I am no't aware of there 
h!tviug been ·depots. 

7~66. And the road IVas ycry much frequented? 
-les. 

i567 . Is that so now ?--,..~ince t,he invasion it 
is not 80 lUuch frequented. 

7 ":;68. :Most of your trade comes from Ashantee 
to the Gold Coast, does it not ?-At Cape Coast 
It does; not in the whole of the .,protectorate. 

7.169. Does that trade continue now?-It is 
very much .suspended. 

7570. You get a considerable {l.luoltnt of gold 
dust_ auclivory from there, do you not?-Yes. 

'/.,; l. . DO' you supply them with English cotton 
goods ~tlll?-Yes. 
. 7572. DO' they get any round hy the Volta, or 
IS Cnpo Coast Castle to CO'massie still the l:\io'h­
r~ael f,,<, that ?-'rhey get a great deal by the 
1" vita; they get some tlll'ouO'h the Dutch settlc-
meut:<l:. t:I 

0.39. 

7573. 1\IfO'1'e through the Dutch settlements 
than tln'ough Cnpe Coast ?-They get -more 
th"n t hey did 'hhrO'ugh the Dutch settlements, 
because of the supposed stoppage of the roads; 
the Ashantees, I presume, think the l'oads m'e 
stopped, .. TIel tbey 'do not CODle dOlVn to Cfupe 
GOMt CnsfJle. 

7574. I st,hatsince the war ?-Yes, since1:hewar. 
-7575. l'hey are "D:ibid to come ?- -They e10 not 

C0me; that is ~U~I""'Ca;D:'-say. 
7576. In former times they we.re a'fraid of the 

-Fantees; was 'it not the practice to leave a Fan­
tee in charge 6£ their territory while they came 
down to Gape Coast ?- I nevm: heard of it. 

7577. Is theTe any-goYd 'found in .the protected 
territories ?-Yes. 

7578. Do you ·'find gold in any consiclerable 
quantit,ies ?-Lately I have not had tll.e.meallS of 
ascertaining exactly. 

7579. Do you believe that,it exists in a'lly 
q1h",ntities? - I feel cOlTvinced of ic.. 

7680. Do you tbink that 1t coulcl be more a'd­
vantageously worked than it'is at present ? -Yes, 
certainly. 

7581. You still get gold every year from dif­
ferent parts ?-Yes'. 

7582. Are you aware ,v'hether they have founel 
·any 'large nugO"ets? - I have seen fuem, but 
rather rarely; I have generally seen them on 
natives of importance, sucb as king's messengers. 

75S3. Y Olr are awaTe, aTe you-not, that nuggets 
have been brought from A shantee as large as 
four pounds' weight; ?-I have -heard of them. 

7584. l-Iave you seen· suchnuggets?~Never. 
7585. Has there been- funy attempt to conduct 

t b.e gold discovery on any pl'inclple ? - MI'. Hughes 
ha~ attempted it, but he has not been able to suc­
ceed; the expe'n~e is very grea.t. 

7586. What is the currency on t he Golel Coast 
now; is it cowries?-Yes; cash and cowries in 
some districts. 

7581. Al:e the cowries universarl t]woughout 
the protected territory ?-They are scarcely used 
at Cape Coast. 

751)8. Has the system of estimating slaves as 
cunency completely gone by?-I know nothing 
of it. 

7589. It is not known now?-I am not awa're 
of it, 

7590. Do you think DOW that on the whole 
slavery has diminished in the protected terri­
torie"ci?-I am convinced that it has. 

7591. But the system of pawnin~ and pauya1'­
ring still continues, I suppose ?-l:'aiV'ning still 
continues, panyarrying is punished whenevGl' it is' 
found. 

7592. Speaking with regal'd to the population, 
wbat do you suppose is the nUmbel' of pawns in 
the Protectorate; i. it. tln'ee-quarters of the popu­
lation ?-N 0, I think not; not one-third. 

7593. Do you think that it has diminished of 
late years 1-1 think so; I have had yery lit tle 
cognizance of anything of the kind. 

7594. But ''(ou aTe aware, are you not, that all 
round you there M'e members of families pledged 
as pawns ?-Yes, even in Cape Coast constantly, 
but you would not. know it; I may disc6tei"it 
by accident perhaps. 

7595. But it does exist all round you ?-Yes, 
no doubt. 

7596. A man pled~es his wife 01: children for 
a debt?-Yes, but there have not been many 
CRses recently; it is decreasing very much, because 
it is found to be a very insecure pledge. 

004 7597. Do 
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7597 . Do you think that the Olinency now is 
sufficient for the \Vants of commerce on the Gold 
Coast ?-Yes, I have never had complainta of it. 

7598. What small CUFl:ency is there besides 
cowries ?---':Pence; 3 d. 4 d. and! 6 d. pieces. 

7599. British coins ?- Yes. 
7600. Is that money sent out for the payment 

of the troops 1-Yes. 
7601. The Government send it out?-There 

has been a .great expenditure of money since the 
troops arrived. 

7602. There was a considerable want of cur­
Fency some years ago ",t Cape Coast 1 .-Yes. 

7603. Since the proteoted tribes have been 
under British protection, has there been a very 
In'eat extension of credit and commerce there?' 
::"There has been an extension of the credit 
system. 

7604. I s that very general now?- The credit 
system, I am afraid has increased. 

7605. Do the people no\\" live in towns of their 
own, scattered; do the.v venture to build houses 
in the c0untry?-Not very much. 

7606. Has the war with Ashantee checked 
that practice ?-I <10 not think so. 

7607. But are there houses now built which 
are -not merely In the towns?- Yes, some few. 

7608. Is there any hostile feeling towards the 
missionaries now among the natives ?-N 0; on the 
contrary, I s~e them universally l~espected. 

7609, That is a greart change from the state of 
things 20 yewrs ago, is it not ?-I thin,k so, I can 
go back 25 yearrs, and I see an immense difference. 

7610. The numbcr of children turned out from 
the missionary schools ha-s had a general influ­
ence on the state of the population, you think? 
- Yes. 

7611. Was it in the year 1835 that the first 
missionary went out? --I 'do not know. 

7612. Do you think that tbe 'Vesleyan system 
is too severe for the people there ?-The system, 
I think, is too severe; but I think that the ad­
ministrators of the system modify it; they ac­
commodate it to circumstances. I know many 
good missionaries \V ho do so. 

7613. Are there many turned out of the Wes­
leyan communion after having been admitted to 
it?-Yes; they are very strict in that respect. 

7614. What becomes of them ",fter they .re 
turned out ?-They are not' very much respected; 
they generally go wrong, I may say. 

7615. Do you think that Fetichism is on the 
decline ?-Very much on the decline. 

7616. Do ,.ou think there are a great many 
natives who, although they are not Christians, do 
not belle,' e iu the Fetich-man ?-I think that they 
begin to £nd out tha.t it is a mistake; they have 
not the same faith an it as they had. 

7617, Is polygamy diminisloting now ?-Yes, it 
is diminishing, but ~t is by no means at an end. 

7618. But still you have iu@tallces of women 
comin& to t1le courts to be relieved ?-Not on the 
ground of polygamy. . • 

7619, But do you find women with a greater 
knowledge of their rights than they used to h"ve 1 
-Yes, I thil)k they have; there is a divoTce 
la,w. 

7620. I tIiought tht only applied to Chr.is­
t i"ns 1-~'hey all avail themselves of it. 

7621. Is there a general security throughout 
the country that you can send valuable products 
from one part of t.he country to a,nother, such as 
gold, without a guard r-I do 110t think there is 
more than all ordinary amount of pillage. 

7622. Is it safely sent from one part. to another 
withQut OJ guard ?-It is very seldom that any 
theft happens. 

7623. But is it the practice to send goods 
without a guard, or not?-Without a guard, cer­
tainly, if you mean a military Q'Uard. 

7624. I s there a lar~e number of armed men 
with the companies of traffickers ?- No; every 
na1ive of MricaJ is armed more or less. 

7625. In the case of the refugee from Ashantee 
whom you spoke of, do you think th",t one way of 
getting out of the difficulty, when a refugee took 
refuge in Cape Coast Castle, would be to send 
him away out of the territory ?-Yes. 

7626. Would that, in your opinion, be a good 
plan ?- Yes, it would be a good plan. 

7627. That was done before by Governor Hill, 
was it not?-Yes, I have heard that a person 
was sent awa.y. 

7628. May I ask why you did not send of!' 
• that person whom the king of Ashntee claimed? 
-I suggested it till I was tired; I begged them 
to let me send him awav. a'he Palaver Hall 
contained 150 natives deeply interested in it, and 
they protested, when threatened, to send him 
back by force. 

7629. To Ashantee ?-Yes. I told him that it 
was his duty to obey his lawful king. I pointed 
out that he would not injure him, but simply 
judge him and do justice. 

7630. Have there been any cases in which 
refugees have been sent back on the king taking 
the great oath to spare the refugee's life ?-I 
have heard of that; and I have heard that the 
last experiment of that kind ended in the death 
of the person sent back, within a few miles of 
Cape Coast Castle. 

7631. Did you ever hear of t.be case mentioned 
by Mr. Cruickshank of a man sent back when 
the king's messenger took the great oath, by Sir 
Charle$McCarthy, and the king was so frightened 
when he came back, that he sent him back to 
Cape Coast Castle for fear of any injury being 
done to him, the king respecting that oath so 
much ?-I heart! of that. 

7632, You did not suggest to the king that 
the refugee might go back if the king took; the 
same oath, did you?-Yes, I did. 

7633. That does not appear in the Despatches? 
-I consulted t.hose who had had tho greatest 
experience, and they said that under no circum­
stances whatever should I be justified in accept­
ing the pledge of the kino- ; his messenger offered 
to take tJlis great oath, tnt I was told that, ac­
cording to the GUstOIDS of the country, the king 
himself dare uot admit the man, and that pro­
bably he woald be kept for months, and sent back 
and be shown to tile, but eventually he would 
disa.ppeal". 

7634. Does the Government use the Fettoh­
mau at nIl. Do the police use him?- We do not 
inquire; it is a very small force of police; they 
are men who appear at Church, at aU events. 

7635 . You do not use the Fetich-men to gain 
a knowledge of sem'ets ?--I nevel' have; my tier­
vants, I know, have done it to find oU.t thieves. 

7636. What is, the conditdon of the villages 
w h.ere tlw war took place; "re they in fear of the 
Ashal.ltees ?-They nre never sure that they wili 
not have them; they a.re not in fear, because they 
say they are prepared. 

7637. Are they cultivating the o-round no-ain 
now?-Yes, t.hey are cultivating 0 the grQ~nd,. 
they have very good crops. 

7638. What 


