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sand Moors and four thousand Jews. The walls of 
the present town, including the fortress, are, about 
one mile in circumference. The inhabitan ts, of the 
city are supplied with good water, brought in kegs on 
asses from the brook that washes its northern walls. 
All (he cattle, sheep, &c. that are owned in and feed 
near S'fee, are driven within the walls every night, 
and from its appearance, no dirt is ever carried out 
of the city: the filth in the st,eets was in many parts 
two feet deep at the least, so that it was quite im­
possible for me to get alnng through the mire with­
out being besmeared with it up to my knees. l"'ass­
ing along one stree t as well as I could pick my way, 
I lost both my shoes in the mud, but some Jew boys 
recovered them again,; for which service I had to 
pay them half a dollar. 

The bay of Saffy is formed by the projection of 
Oape Cantin ; is very spacious, and well defended by 
that cape from the common trade winds. Vessels 
visiting that place are obliged to anchor very broad 
in the offing, and where the ground is said to be verr 
fonl: the landing-place is either on a sand beach, upon 
which the surf breaks with considerable violence, or 
else in among some rocks, where there was formerly 
a kind of basin, which is now nearly filled up with 
sand. There were about'twenty fishing boats on 
this beach, which were in a bad state of repair. 
The port of SallY has been shut by order of the 
Sultan for several years. A circular fort stands on a 
hill to the north, and within half cannon shot of 
the town, and which completely commands it; it had 
peen lately dismantled, ani! the cannon carried into 
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tile city for fear it would be taken possession of by 
the lieltl Moors and Arabs during the late rebellion. 
The land in the vicinity of this city is for the most 
pert lI"cultivated. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 

COlllmualiOll of the jou""ey- desoriplion of .I1sbedrc-of 
a/lig'''' of locusts-of Ihe destroying locusl of .I1frica­
JlI,,=ugall, .I1=amore, Dadbeda, Fidallah-arri'val 
al Rabat. Of Rabat. 

II ~ left SalI'r carlyon the morning of the 7th of 
January. and found the eount-ry, as we proceeded 
!lorth wanl, more open, but not much cultivated: the 
g"our,,1 was cevered with flowers of different kinds, 
anr! eYer) sh rub was also in full blossom, and seemed 
tu vic in beauty with its neighbour, while their blend­
rd frug"ance rising, with the exhaling dews, and 
wafted along by a gentle land-breeze, conveyed to 
the soul sensations of the most exquisite delight. W" 
travelled alo ng during this whole day on uneYell 
!!;rollnu. frequent ly meeling large droyes of loaded 
carncis nnd mules, and passing many groups of teuts. 
suUle formed of woollen cloth, and pitched in the 
same manner as the Arab tents on the desart, and 
other. with reeds; regaling ourselves occasionallx 
"itb milk, which we fuund to be excellent. and iu 
great abundance, and at night pitched our tent nea" 
one of those fiying camp', which are here. called 
Dou"ars. 
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On the morning of the 8th, we started very early, 
and after i'iding about three hours, came to the wans 
of old an Portuguese town and fortress, now called 
.I1sbed,.c, bu t in ruins and deserted. It is situated on 
the second bank from the sea, oue hundred feet above 
a beautiful harbour or sOlan port and sound, formed. 
by an opening through the first bank, which resembles 
the entrance of a dock: it appeared shallow, and one 
vessel only can enter at a time. This port se.ems to 
be capable of containing a vast number of small 
vessels, where they might ride in perfect safety in all 
seasons of the year :'here is also, neal' the walls of the 
ruin, a small Moorish settlement of bad I y built houses 
and tents. Passing this, we entered into one of the 
ri chest valleys ever formed by nature ; the face of the 
earth here was smi ling with cultivation, and speckled 
over wi th flocks and herds: here thoul;ands of oxen, 
shee p, goats, and camels, horses and asses, were 
peaceably feeding in concert, while hundreds of the 
inhabitan ts were busied in tilling the rich soil, in 
sowing wheat and barley, and cutting down, with a 
common sword, the weeds that grew where they had 
reaped tbeir last crops, higher than lheir heads, and 
some of them more than an inch in thickness, in or­
uer to admit the plough. This valley' is bounded 
on the south by a long- sound or narrow arm of the 
sea, in which the tide ebbs and flows many feet : 
the sea-wa ter enters it near Asbedre, and on its 
right : the valley is bounde!'l by a hill of easy as­
cent: its mean breadth is ahout fo ur miles, and its • 
length ahout twenty miles. The valley con lains 
bundreds of wells of excellent water, litted with solid 



~ 

JI 
II 





TRAVELS IN MOROOCO . 473 

• tooe basins around their mouths, which werc covered 
with large stones; these serve to give drink to their 
Hocks, and to quench the thirst of the weary labourer 
and traveUer. 80l1)e of these wells were immensely 
deep, and a windlass was rigged to them to dra IV 

(be water. 
Near the middle of this valley we stopped to take 

. our dinner-my mind wa's absorbed in contemplating 
the riches and beau ties of bountiful nature, when 
f obse~ved something that appeared like a cloud of 
thick smoke risi ng over the hill at the north-cast, and 
with the wiod, approaching us rapidly. I remarked 
to my Jew, that there must be a monstrous fire in 
that quarter; no, said he, they are on ly locnsts. In 
the mean lime the flight was fast approachi ng, and 
soon came within a short distance, and di rect ly 
towards us. Every labou rer's.attention was instantly 
turned from his plough and other employment; the 
oxen were stopped and everyone slood aghas t with 
apprehension and dismay painted in st rong colours 
on his anxious countenance, fear ing his field was to 
become the prey of this devouring plague. The 
locusts began to descend and alighted to tbe north­
ward of us; very few passing where we sat; We 

soon mounted and rode on, and as we proceeded we 
found the whole surface of the ground covered with 
them as thick as they could stand, and all busy iu 
the worl< of destruction. As it was necessary for 
them to clear our road to avoid being crushed to 
death by the trampling of our mules .. ~bose in and 
near the path rose as we possed al<l'ng, filling the 
air arltund us like ODe continued swarm of bees; 

3 p 
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whilst thousands came in contact with our faces and 
bodies. In this situation, fearing my eyes would be 
injured , I covered my face with a transparent silk 
handkerchief, and pushed on my mule as fast as 'l 
cou ld ; we Ivere about two hours in passing this host 
of destroyers, which when on thelwi'Jg made a sound, 
as finely described in Holy Writ, " like the rushing 
of horses into battle." The space covered by this . 
flight extended in length for about eight miles along 
the road and three miles in breadth. After tney had 
fairly alighted, the Moors, each resuming his labour, 
left the locusts in the full enjoyment of their repast, 
assuring us, that when they had filled themselves, 
which would be in the Course of that day and the 
night, tbey wou ld move off in a body with the wind, 
probably one day's march further, where they would 
again repeat their ravages, leaying the remainder 
for othei' successive fligbts; but which tl,ey hoped, 
by the blessing of God, would not destroy the whole 
of their crops and a ll the herbag'o, as they had done 
some years within the last seven, during which space 
tbey had continued to , lay waste the country. To 
sec such fair prospects of crops thns bl asted in a 
moment, would fill the inhabitants of more refined 
countries with feelings of despair, and thei,' fie lds 
would be left untilled; wbile the Mohammedao con­
siders it either as a just chastisement fl'om heaven 
for his own or his nation's sins, or as directed by that 
fatality in which they nil believe ;-thus ;"hen ooe 
crop is destroyed, if of wheat, they sow Ille same 
ground over again with barley, or plant it with lo­
dian corn or peas, so as to have every possible chance 
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for subsisting. These Arabs, while at their labour, 
a re entirely naked, except a small piece of woollen 
cloth about their loins :-they make use of the same 
plough and harness as the people of Suse, already 
described, but in this part of the country tbey 
plough with a pair of oxen ;- and here let me beg 
tbe reaJer's indulgence for a few moments, whi le I 

. undertake to give him adescription'of that wonderful 
insect;the destroying locust, that so often lays waste 
the fertile plains of Asia and the northern regions 
of Africa. I call him the destroying locust of Africa, 
because, as far as my memory serves me, he is first 
tlescribed in Holy Writ as a destroyer in the land 
efEgypt. 

DESCRIPTIOIi. 

THE locust of Africa is a winged insect, which -re­
.embles both in size and appearance at the first view, 
the largest sized grasshoPlll'r of America; but on a 
close inspection, differs f~m him very meterially: 
the shape of bis head and face is simil"r to tbat of 
a common sheep, being cro wneo with two long and 
tapering protuberances, which turn backwards like 
the horns of a goat. He has, attached to his muzzle, 
a pair of smeliers or fee lers, by the help of which he 
feel s and gathers tip the herbage about him, which 
he nips off, making a champing noise like a sheep 
wben eating,-he has four wings, and the hinder pair 
are quite transparent ; he has six legs with two claws 
to each foo t, which are divided something like the 
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hoof of a sheep, but are much larger and pointed: 
he is stou t abo ut the neck, breast, and body: the 
binder part of which is forked, and armed with a 
hard bony substance, by the help of which he can 
make a hole in the ground, 

The larges t African locust is about fo ur inches in 
length, and one inch in diameter: he has the most 
yoracious appetite of any insect in the world, and' 
uevoul'S grass, grain, the leaves of trees, ancl every 
g reen thing, with indiscriminate and merciless avidi­
ty, Tbey go fO l,th by bands or Rights, and each 
fl igh t is said to have a king, which direc ts it. move­
m'ents with great regularity. L ocusts can Oy only 
when th eir wings are perfectly dry; and when they 
r ise, they always fly oiT before the wind, and fi ll the 
air liko an immense cloud of thick smoke :-when 
tho leader alights upon the ground, all the Oight fol­
lows his example as fast as possible. They are at 
times s6 numerous, that they may be said to cover 
the whole face of the Calm try ; tben they devour 
eve ry spear of grass and g rain , even e"ting it into 
the gl'olmcl, dislodging it roo t and branch, cutting off 
nIl the leayes from the sl. rubs and h'ees, and some­
times all the bark fl'om tenrl er trees in a whole pro­
vince, nnel that too in a very short space of time. 

The present African locusts are of the same race 
of ins.c ts that are men tioned in the Bible, as one of 
the plagues sent upon the land of Egypt, by the Al­
mighty: they have always been considered in the 
cOllotl'i es wl.el'o they usually commit ravages as a 
seoul'ge from HeaVon, and as a punishmen t for. the 
<ins of the people, The locust has been descnbed 



TRAVELS IN riOROCC8. 471 

as being produced by some unknown physical cause, 
different from the ordinary mode of animal produc­
tion: this is a mistake: when I was in Mogadore, Mr. 
Willshire told me that the locnsts were produced by 
a very well known and natural cause; that the fe­
male, a li ttle before the flights disappear for the sea­
son, thrusts her hinder parts into the surface of tbe 
ground up to her wings, first having found a suitable 
spot of earth for that purpose: here she forms a cell 
in shape like that made by the bee, but from one to 
three inches in depth, and one to two inches in diam­
eter. Having made the sides of the cell strong by 
means of a glutinous matter, which she has the pow­
er of producing, she deposits her eggs, which are 
blackish, and so small, as scarcely to be distinguiah­
able with the naked eye : each cell is filled full, and 
contains an immense number of eggs: she then seals 
it ove r carefully with the same kind of glutinous mat­
ter of which the inside of the cell is formed, and co­
vering it over with earth, she leaves it to be hatched 
out by the heat of the sun in due time, which gene­
rall y happens in the month of January: the eggs in 
one cell alone produce a host of locusts, amounting 
to near a million. I opened and examined several 
cel ls ill and near a garden, two miles from Moga­
dore, and was much surprised to see the eggs lie 
thick togelher in one mass, like the spawn of fishes. 
I took up some of it on the tip of a sharp-pointed 
penknife, and separating and counting the eggs, by 
means of a microscope, as accurately as possible, I 
enumerated seven hundred and forty-one-admit­
ting that every egg would produce a ISCI<5t, and 
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that the nuolber contained in the small portion 00 
the point of the penknife ,vas the one thousandth 
part of the whole mass, (which is a 101V estimate,) 
it proves that a single locust could produce in one 
season, even if she fills but OTle cell, upwards of half 
a million of her species. When the 10CllSt is hatch­
ed, he cra,vls out of the earth a little 1V0rm, of a 
light brown colour, and the whole cell of them are' 
said to halch about the SallJe time. This host of 
worms creep forth from the ground , and commence 
their march, all going one course, generally towards 
the north or west, devouring every thing green that 
comes in their way, and leaving behind them a dis­
mal scene of desolalion. These reptiles grow so 
rapidly, that wilhin the space of one week they are 
prepared for their transformation, when they climb 
up a stout spear of grass Or a twig, attach their skin 
fast to it, and by a sudden effort, burst the skin 
aSllnder at its head, and come forth a four.winged 
illseC!, with six legs; they remain a short time in 
the sun to dry themselves and their wings before 
they attempt tlying, which they commence by trying 
sepa!'atcly to fly a sho\'! distance at a time, and COll­
(iune fluttering and skiJlping like grasshoppers for 
two or three days; next they set off in a body on 
(he wing, and fly from five miles to one hundred, 
without Slopping, just as the country seems to please 
their taste, and they then go on as I have before 
described. 

Dry IVal'm seasons are favourable to the breeding 
of locusts, and a very wet cold one is sure to de­
stroy them in the empire of Morocco \mtil the 
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!lights come again from other parts. I do not know 
pr~cise ly the months in lvhich the female locust 
makes her deposit of eggs, only tbat it is in the lat­
ter part of the summer, or first of tbe fall months. 
The old locusts having done their share of mis­
chief, are either driven off by tue winds into the sea, 
or die a natural death; thus making room ' for a 

. new and more llUngry swarm_ W.ben a ll have dis-
appea red in the Moorish empire, a few fligbts are 
seen t~ come from the borders of the desart, or 
from the coasts of Egypt, which again lay waste the 
whole country, until they are in their turn destroy­
ed by frequent rains and cold damps, or strollg gales 
fronl the land, which sweep them into the ocean. It 
i sa id at Mogadore, and be lieved by the Moors, 
Christians, and Jews, that the' Bereheries inhabiting 
the Atlas mountains, have the powl'r to destroy 
every flight of locusts that comes from the south 
and from tbe east, and thus ward off this dreadful 
scou rge from all tbe countries north and west of this 
stupendous ridge, mere ly by building lal'ge fires on 
those parts of tbe ridge over wbicb the locusts are 
known always to pass, and in the season wben they 
arc likely to appea r, which is at a definite period 
within a certain number of days, in almost every 
year. The Atlas being high, and the peaks covered 
with snow, these insects become chilled in passing 
over them, when seeing the fires, they are attracted 
by the glare, and plunge into the flames. I do not 
know what degree of credit ought to be attached to 
this opinion, but it is certain that the Moorish Sultan 
used to pay a considerable slim of money yea rly t. 
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certain inhabitants of the sides of the Atlas ill 
order to keep the locusts out of his dominions. The 
Moors and Jews further affirm, (hat during tile time 
in which the Sultan paid the aforesaid yearly stipend. 
punctually, not a locust was to be seen in his do­
minions north and west of the Atlas, Ilut that about 
six years ago the emperor refused to pay the slipu­
lated sum, because no locusts troubled his counlry, . 
and he thought he had been imposed upon ;. and it 
so happened that the very same year the locusts 
again made thei ,' appearance, and have continued to 
lay waste the country ever since. 

Locusts are esteemed very good food by the 
Moors, Arabs, and J ews, in Barbary, who catch 
large numbers of them in their season, and throw 
them, while jumping aliYe, into a pan of boiling 
Argon oil :-here they hiss and fry until their wing. 
are burned off, and their bodies are sufficienlly cook­
ed, when thcy are poured out and eaten. I have 
seen many thousands cooked in this manner, and 
have had the curiosity to taste them: they resemble 
in cORsistence and flavour, the yolks of bard boiled 
hens' eggs. After my arrival at T angier, on con­
versing with our Consul General, Mr. Simpson, re­
.pecting the locusts, he confirmed the substance of 
what I had before heard and observed myself in 
Barbary concerning them. This ravenous insect had 
actually caused a fam ine in that part of the counlry, 
so that Mr. Simpson and the othe)' Christian Consuls 
at Tangier were obliged to send to Gibraltar, and 
buy American fiour for the ord inary consumption of 
their families; inferior Amerioan flou), was then 
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selling at Tangier for fifteen dollars per barrel, 
although before the scarcity occasioned by the 
locusts, the finest Barbary wheat used to be sold for 
one do llar and a half per barre l. 

Mr. Simpson furtber stated, that in tbe year 1814, 
(to the best of my reco llection as to tbe time) being 
with bis fami ly at his house on Mount Washington, 
near Cape Spartel, and where the locusts cove.red the 
whol<: face of the ground at night, when he arose the 
next morning, he could not perceive a single one, 
and observed to his lady, that all the locusts which 
had remained with them for a long time, and de­
stroyed most of the herbage about the country, had 
disappeared; he wondered at first what had become 
of them; but after the fog in the strait was dis­
sipated, looking at a vessel through his glass, that 
was pasbing out, he observed that the whole surface 
of the water was covered with something that ap­
peared like a reddish scum, and on reflection, it 
struck him, that the locusts had attempted at night 
to migrate across the straits into Spain, flying 
before the wind, which lVas fair, and blowing from 
the southward; but that they were eitller lost in tile 
fog, or cllecked on their passage by contrary winds, 
(which generally prevail in the straits at night, 
particularly in the summer time,) in the middle of 
the strait; and were thus forced by fatigue and 
the humidity of the atmosphere, to se ttle upon the 
surface of the water, from whence they could not 
rise, and were, consequently, all drowned. That 
two days aflcrwards, a vesse l arri,'ed at Tangier 
from Gibraltar, the captain of which confirmed his 

3~ 
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conjecture, by assuripg him that vast numbers of 
dead locusts had been driven ashore on the rock of 
Gibraltar, and along the coast of Spain, from 
.!1lgeqiras to Tariffd, a distance of nearly twenty 
miles, and that there were still great numbers of 
their carcasses floating in the straits, near the 
Spanish shore. I was also informed, that sev..,.al 
years ago, nearly all the locusts in the empire, 
which were at tbat time very numerous, and had 
laid waste the country, were carried off in one night" 
and drowned in the Atlantic ocean ; that tbeir dead 
carcasses a few days afterwards were driven by 
winds and curt;ents on shore, all along the western 
coast, extending from near Cape Spartel to beyond 
Mog.adore, forming, in many places, immense pile! 
on the sand beach: that thc stench arisiqg from 
their remains was intolerable, and was supposed to 
have produced the plague which broke out about 
that time in various parts of the Moorish dominions. 
I ba,'e thus faithfully embodied what information I 
could ohtain regarding the locllst, from living au­
thority, which I deem indubitable, and to which I 
have add.d such f~cts and circumstances as fell 
under my own observation, unassisted by books; and 
I trust the whole will b. found essentially correct. 
As I do not profess to be " naturalist, it cannot be 
expected that I should undertake to give a descrip­
tion of his interior formation, &c.-but for a side 
view of this famous and formidable animal, see plate 
No.9. To return to my J oumal: 

Leaving this beautiful valley, embellished and ell­
riched by many thousands of fig and other fruit 



TRAVELS IN MOROC60. '183 

trees, as well as many clumps of grape vines that 
seem to thrive exceedingly well, we ascended the 
hill on our right, anu about dark approached a 
douhar or encampment that was surrounded by a 
.tooe wall: the chief of the douhar was not willing 
to let us ellter within the walls, but our soldier tell­
ing him that I was the Sultan's doctor, and must go 
in, he reluctantly consented, telling my guard, how­
ever, we must take care of our baggage ourselves, 
as the whole of the people in the douhar, both men 
and women, were ill of the venereal disease. They 
olfered us milk and eggs, and asked my advice in 
regard tQ their disorder; I told them, I had no 
medicine witb me-I, however, recommended a milk 
or light diet, and a drink to be made by steeping a 
certain root, having an affinity, in appea"ranee., to 
sarsaparilla, that is common in this part of the coun­
try; and to let all drink plentifully of this decoc­
tion, for ten weeks, not doubting but 'it would Pl'OVC 

beneficial. W' e slept here without molestation, 
started early on the morning of the 9th, and passed, 
in the course of the day, many douhars of tents in 
the open fields; many orchards regularly planted, 
consisting of several hundred fig-trees, fenced in 
witll stone walls very thick, and from five to six feet 
in height : the land on both sides of the path was 
principally cultivated. Zagury had despatched our 
guide on to Azamore before us, to a Jew in tbat 
town, in order to engage him to prepare some pro­
visions against our arrival; for they are so supersti­
tious, that they would not even eat bread that had 
been baked in any other but a J cw's Qven, and reo 
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ceived the priest's blessing, for which, of course, he 
h~s his tithe. Proceeding forward at about ten 
A. M. we s~w at some distance on our left, what 
Da viu 'lnd Elio tolq me was the famous old town of 
Mazagan: stopping here to take refreshment, a large 
Dumber of Arab women came fro m some neighbour­
ing douhars, to stare at me and my dress: some of 
them were quite young, and Zagury began to rally 
them in a very coarse and rupe manner, asking them 
if they loved Qhristians, &c. upon which one yery 
old wOl]1an said .to him, "there is Mazagan; (point­
ing tOlVards the distant town;) when that place 
was taken frolp the Christians, I helped to cut off 
one of their heads, and yet I love Christians better 
than the mean, cbeating, infidel Jew~." Zagury, no.t 
relishing this retort, dmppep_:t.hfL~ation . 

Riding pn briskly, we ~rrived at Azamore about 
3 o'clpck, P. M. On our approach , pur Jews were 
obliged to dismount, and walk for l!bout two miles 
to pass a saint house, which the Moors hold in high 
veneration; this was the fiftieth saint-hou~e I had 
seen since J jeft SIYearah. Azamore is a town 
strongly walled in i it lies on the left bank of the 
riYer Ormorbear, one league from its mou th; it is 
built in tlle forll) of an irregular quadrangle, "nq is 
about aile mile in circumference: the rive r wa~he~ 
its eastern wall, while the pther sides are defended 
by a deep ditch. "Ye diq not enter it, but fro m its 
appe"r"n,ce, it is an old-fashioned Portug!l~SC town, 
badly built, and \¥ithin and about the walls, very 
dirty. This stream was. the only one I had yet 
passed OIl this continent, that deserved the name of 
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':'ver: it has a dangerous bar at its mouth, wbich is 
said to be navigable on ly for vessels drawing six feet 
water at high tides and in smooth weather-tbese 
m,ay corne alongside tbe walls of Azamore, where 
there is a very neat water'port for the reception of 
their cargoes, but it has 1l0w .no external commerce 
whatever : there are, however, some large manufac­
'tories of Morocco Jeather amI coarse eartbenware 
in the suburbs olltside the walls. We passed tbis 
river, which is here about two hundred yards wide, 
in a good boat, built after the Spanish manner, 
large and well-managed by expert hands. We 
found here a good shad-lishery: tbere were ten 
large nets, and about one hundred and fifty stout 
Moors employed in this business at that time, and in 
t he proper season, wbich is from the fi rst of J anua­
ry to April ; they catch large quantities of shad, 
which are much esteemed in this country, and are 
sold at the landing for abo ut six cents a piece: they 
are carried from hence to Fez, Mequinez, Morocco, 
Mogadore, and all the adjoining country. "e re­
mained on the bank of this river until dark, waiting 
for our provis:ons, which carne at last, and we pitch­
ed our tent under three date trees, about one mile 
from the bank. We 'had bought some shad, which, 
when roasted, a!forded us an excellent supper, as 
they were I'ery fat and delicious. 

On the lOth, at two o'clock in the morning, we 
started from this place, and owing to the darkness, 
lost ollr path, and wandered abo ut for two hours 
before it was fouod; we rode all the day through a 
fine even country, passing many douhars, and tra-
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velling as usual; and at night pitched our tent in 
the midst of ODe of the douhars, "which I sball here 
describe, (bav"iog made mention of them frequently 
before,) and this description wi ll answer for tbe 
whole of tbem, with little variation. On our ap­
proach to within 'fifty yards, we halted, and Wtlrc 
soon met by the chief, for they all have one head 
man, whom they honour by the title of Slieick: he 
welcomed us in very handsome terms; invited us to 
advance; pointed out a place which was tbe safest 
within tbe do uhar for ollr tenl; and furnished us 
with mil k and eggs gratis, wbile tbe Moors tnat ac­
companied us were plentifnlly regaled with bread, 
water, and coos-coo-soo. This douhar was com­
posed of one hundred and' fifty-four tents, pitched in 
the form of a hollow square; the tents being placed 
about fifty yards aparl; an equal number occupying 
each side, "and at equal distances, all made of very 
coarse strong woollen cloth, of the same colour, and 
set up in the same manner as those on the desart, 
and all facing inward. 

Before each tent, and at a very short distance from 
it, all the camels, cattle, goats, and asses, are made 
to lie down, where they are taught , to remain until 
tbey are roused up to be milked in the morning, wben 
the shepherds or herdsmen drive them Qut into the 
open country (0 feed, and return with them again at 
night-fall. They milk the mares, call1els, cows, 
asses, goats, and sheep; and in order to effect this 
with the two last mentioned animals, which a,'e ,'ery 
tame, they divide tbe sheep and goats into two rows; 
facing eacb other: as soon as they approach so as te-
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interlock their necks, they are caught by two ropes 
which are ready strung for the purpose, and by this· 
means they a,'e kept close together, while the women 
and girls go behind and .mi lk them between their 
hind legs; the lambs having been previously tied 
or secured in a similar way. A good ewe will yield 
a pint of milk in a morning, and a goat more: sheep's 
milk is reckon.ed the richest by the natives, but I 
preferred that of tbe goat or camel to either of the 
others, though asses' and mare's milk is very ~'ich and 
good. They make butter by putting the new milk 
into a goat skin, the hair on the inside; the butter is 
of course a little hairy, but they can pick it clean 
with their fingers, and they generally have \~hite 

haired goat skins for churns. The Arabs who 
inhabit exclusively tbese douhars are. extremely 
hospitable, and not on ly furnish the travelleT with the 
best tbey bave to eat and drink , but also set a watch 
over his tent and baggage, wbich tbey strictly take 
care of: the Sheicks themselves are responsible for 
every article that may be missing in the morning, 
and which if not immediately found, they pay the 
stranger his own price for it in money without hesita­
tion. Thus the Moorish and Arab travellers can 
pass from one end of the empire to the other without 
expense, and at their leisure, and transact their 
commercial business in a cheap way, onl y bllying 
the barley for their beasts which carry their burdens 
when they travel on mules Ill' horses, being obliged 
to feed them on barley and s.traw; but when they 
use camels, which is by far the most common method, 
these hardy beasts live on the ht'rbage and shrub-
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bery which they nip passing along the road', taking g 

bite now and then as they continue walking, and 
as soon as they stop, their two [ore Jegs are t ied 
within a foot of each other, and theX are turned out 
to feed. Without this precaution, the 'camel iB such 
a wandering creature, not unlike h is Arab master .in 
that respect, that be the herbage ever so good and 
plentiful where he is turned out, he is continuall,y. 
restle";, and keeps moving .on, so that in the. course 
of an nour or t wo he will stray many miles from the 
place where he was first turned loose, 

On the nth, at daybreak, we left this douhar, 
and proceedeil over a smooth beautiful plain every 
where covered with· fields of grain or grass and 
flowering shrubs, with numerous herds of cattle, 
camels, asses, and flocks of sheep and goats; while 
the road or rather foot-path (for such they all are in 
this country) was covered with loaded camels travel­
ling each way to and from Darlbeda, and at about 
8 o'clock A. iYI. we reached that city. Darlbeda is a 
walled town of about two miles in circumference, 
situated at the bottom of a broad bay; its port is 
tolerably good for landing cargoes, although the 
bay where vesse ls lie is very rocky, and can only' be 
approached with safety in the summer months and 
in mild weather. Large quantities of wheat were 
formerly shipped at this port for Spain and Portugal. 
I peeped ioto it for a fe-w minutes; it is much on the 
decay: the houses, which are built chiefly oJ stone 
and clay, a. well as the walls, are falling down in 
every direction, and even the gateway is in a tottering­
condition: it is a very dirty place; the houses are 
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lrom one to tlll'oe stories high, and the streets "cry 
nilrrow: there still remains an OpeD aqueduct, that 
'bed to COlIl' e)' water for everal miles into tbis town; 
it IS in good I'cpair, being bLlilt of stone and lime; the 
water runs in it to within two bondred yards of lhe 
\\'all" where it has been out off for the convenience 
of roaJ,: thus the destructive hands of the Mool's 

'are employed in marting and spoiling even town 
town, .which must sool1 beQome \10 bette an a 

11<:-0 p -of ruins. 
\\ c passed DarlLeda, and came (@ Afidallah, a to~n 

huliL by Sidi Mohammed: this (own is enclosed by 
, tole ruble mud and stone w!llI, and is situateu about 
OIIP mile from the sea. The whole coast from Darl­
beda, to far beJond Afidallah, is lined with hu6e 
hea I's of beach ,and, hove up b), tbe almost constant 
frau(' wind!l, bltH\ing direct on shore, 

Alidallah stllnds on a beautiful plain: it was built 
lor the purpose of receiving and storing the large 
yuant.tics of wheat and barley that usually grew 
Ilear its site; alld its harbour, only' one mile distant 
flOTU it, is sheltered by a long and narrow island, 
withill which \essels of a sIDall size cao anchor, 
and be tolerably safe. This is said, by Mohammed, 
one of our muleteers, and an old sailor, to be by far 
the safest open harbour in tbe empire during tbe 
winter montlls; hut the landing is bad, and can only 
be eilcctetl i" light lIinds and good weather. Large 
quantities or wheat, barley, big aOOl'n s, fruit, &c. 
wcre shipped from Ar.dal lah during the reign of Sidi 
Muh10lmcd, and a part of tbe present reign, but Mu­
ley Soliman, (be present Sultan, has of late become 

3 R 
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so bigoted, that he thinks, or pretends it is a sin 
for his subjects to trade with tbe Christians; be has, 
tberefore, forbid the exportation of almost all the 
articles of commerce, and rendered, by tbis means, 
his people poor; ruined most of his towns, and in­
volved himself in many broils with bis subjects, 
while he is straining every nerve to take away the 
little remains of their property, in contributions and­
preSellts extorted from them by rapacious -officers 
appointed for Ihe purpose. .The goodsJ"Or sllipping 
Were carried Jrom Afid.Hah on camels, acrQss the 
sand-hillo that shelter tbe town from the violent sea­
gales. This place is about six hundred yards 
square, flanked by four square forts joined to each 
corner, and so constructed, as to be able to rake the 
whole length of the wall on the outside, with cannon 
and musketry. 

"Ve passed on, and pitched our tent at night 
wi thin the walls of an old town called Sebilafi; 
there is no house standing in it, except a part of a 
large mosque, and a tall well-built tower, though it 
was once a considerable place. Within these walls, 
in one corner, was a large garden, well stocked with 
vegetables, and about a hundred tents were piiclfed, 
as if in the open field; so we pitched our tent Jiear 
the wal ls of the /nosque. There, were S'everal 
women here that wanted medicioes, and though I 
had none to gLve tbem, yet my mere advice, wbich 
was thought important, procured milk and eggs 
sufficient for our s"ppers. Soon after sunset, all 
tbe flocks and cattle belonging to the inhabitant. 
were driven within the walls, aod disposed of as i!' 
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thc common doubars, when the stout gate was shut 
and strongly barred. Maoy travellers arrived in 
the evening, and wished (0 enter, but found no ad­
mi ttance, and they took up their lodgings outside of 
the walls. -

January the 12th, at daylight, our soldier had the 
gate opened, and we went forward: tl,ere were out­
.side of the gate several large droves of camels with 
their owners, which had put up there in tbe 'fight­
they ,vere principally loaded WIth sacks of salt or 
b~r1ey, and going towards Rabat. We rode on 
f" t. and passed tbree considerable streams, which 
the Moors rall rivers, and say (bey are not forda­
ble in the rainy season; but we got ove ,· without 
diOlculty, being then only brooks: the counlry was 
lcvel and well cultiyated, and we passed innumera­
ble droves of light and loaded camels, mnles, and 
asses, 

At about eight o'clock A. M. we saw a high 
tower east of. us, which stands at the head of the 
aqueduct (ha( conveys water to Rabat; and at about 
three P. M. we came to the outer wall of (hat city, 
which stands half a mile f;om the main wall, and 
encloses a great number of fine gardens of fruit 
and vegetables, besides some wheat fields: it extend. 
from the palace (which is spacious, and situated on 
the left upon the bank of tile sea between the outer 
and main walls) round to the river eastward of the 
city: here the Jews were ob liged to dismount before 
they could entor the town, and there I left them, 
and proceeded with my guard, followed by my mu­
leteer into the city, My friend, Mr. Willshire, had 
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given me an introductory letter to MI'. Aboudedlam, 
the English Vice CQnstIi at Rahat, and we proceed­
ed directly to his house, which is situatcd in the 
principal town. On llly an 'ival, r was recclved by 
thaL gentleman with e ,'ery mark of politeness alld 
respect I could wish: he' furnished me with a room 
a'nd eve ry thjng I needed fot· my comfort. The 
oextday being the J ews' Sabbath, [ had time to visit, 
dilferent parts of the city, and the Jews' town or 
Millah. . 

Rahat is situated at the mouth.of the river Bere­
grcb-on its left bank, within a mile of the 5ea, it 
is defended on the south by a double wall and some 
batteries of cannon; on the wesl, facing the sea, by 

. a very strong fortress, an d. along the tiver on the 
north, by very bigh and steep cl iffs, a wall, and a 
number of stron g batteries, I should compute the 
circumference of the outer walls at six miles, but the 
inner one not more thrin three. 

The city is situated on uneven ground; is very 
well built for a Moorish town, though tbe streets 
are narrow, crooked and dirty; yet tbe houses in 
general are in good t'cpair, and two sto ries high , built 
of stone and lime mortar, and aat roofed, with an 
inner court ; a few windows next the slt'eets, which 
are on ly ait' holes, and secured with wooelen sh utters 
and grates, witbout glass, There are in this city 
ten mosques of different heights and shapes: it is the 
largest sea-port town il1 the Moorish dominions, 
though at present the but, at the.river's mouths is so 
heaped tlp with sand, as only to admit of vessels 
ilrllwing six feet water, and yet the tide rises within 
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it about ten feet, and !'llnS very rapidly. The Mil­
lail or J ew's town is wa!led in separately, to prevent 
the Jews from mi xing lIith and defiling the Moors, 
and that they may morc easily he kept in subjection 
with the aid of the bastinado. This Mill ah has been 
huilt only about six years; has but one gate, which 
is gua rd ed and kept by [\100r5; and there are some 

. ,'e ry good houses in it. It .is sa id to cODtain eight 
thousand Je ws, who are (fol" th" most p.ru:t) yery 
poor, 'miserable, and deprayed, and liYe in the most 
degraded condition: they worship in twelve rooms 
,ailed synagogues, and I was told that nearly one 
half of the male inhabitants were priests. 

Rabat is Ye,} "eU peopled: the whole number of 
lts inhabitants is computed by Mr. Abouderham to 
eAceed sixty thousand . Many of the Moors here are 
rich, and live in g reat luxury, keeping large serag­
lios of women, and baving beautiful gardens. Vast 
quantit ies of buicks, and other woo!leo and cotton 
cloths, are hore rabricated, and great qnantities of 
sole and Morocco leather, and coarse earthenware, 
such as pots, bowls, jars, &c. are also manufactured 
in this city. It carries on a brisk inland trade, and 
the Moorish inhabitants seem to be mo re civil ized 
than in any othe r town I passed through. Here is 
the principal na,'y·yard of the Emperor, where his 
ships are built ; for the Moors have none [or com­
merce. Here was one new frigate lying by the 
walls, partly fi lted; she appeared to be about five 
hundred tons burden; was pierced for 32 guns, and 
the Moors said sbe would be ready to go round to 
La Rescb, wbere their ships of waT are fitted out, ill 
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two or three months: to get them over the bar at the 
mouth of the river, they are obliged to go out per­
fectly light; to buoy them up as much as possible, 
and lay them sideways on the bar, at high tide, and 
in mild w.eatber, where they are steadied by means 
of cables and anchors, until the yielding sand is wash­
ed away, and they are forced OYer by the power of 
tbe ebb tide. which fllns like a mill-race. 

Rabat is supplied with water by a considerable 
.tream led into the city b), means of an oM fasJiioned 
aqueduct from the south, that is four or five leagues 
in length : the aqueduct was either built or thorough­
ly repaired by the old and liberal Emperor, Sidi Mo­
hammed. I wished to visit the town of Sallee, so fa­
mous in histo,'), for its piracies on the ocean, situate<;l 
on the other side of the river, and directly opposite 
Rabat, but! was dissuaded from making the attempt, 
by Mr. Abouderham and my guide, who said that 
the whole people ~f Sallee still retained their ancient 
pride. prejudices, and natural ferocity: that no Chris­
tian, or even a Barbary Jew in a Cbristian dress, 
could enter tbeir walls if he was ever so well guard­
ed by imperial soldi e~s, witbout being in imminent 
danger of losing his life. Mr. Abouderbam said he 
had visited it twice; that it contained about forty 
thousand fierce and haughty Moors, and four thou­
liand miserable Jews. 
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CHAP. XXXIV .• 

Uc.<criptiOi' oj a Iwrrid show oj I WO VNIOIIIOUS icrpents 
-scis out jroln Rabat-Oj Sall •• , Marmora, La­
n.,/.-Spal.;"I, J"lissionarics- JWoor>sh Navy--.l1r-
1'ivnl at 11angicr. 

ON.sllnuuy, the 14lh Janu3"y, 18/6, being anxious 
lo gel fOl'worci on my journey. I wenl into tl.e Jews' 
til" n lo make the necessary preparations; for r in­
tend",) to proceed without my Jew 's company, whom 
I 1""lli'"ud oul to be ucoeilfui and disiJOIIl's t, baving 
.lilt ·ad) lIIanu:,uvl"f'd me out of mObt of my 1110IJt}. 

'I'll<' "okl' el' and muleteer wellt along wilh lo' : this 
1ll1I1.:I,','r, n~ 1 hclUJ'c obl:lencci, had been' a au il ur; 
hnd \ j>llo'd SpUIJl alld Porlu!(al, and .poke the Spa­
ui.,h hllgua~(' so thai 1 could llndel's(allu him i his 
lI a\ll e waH Mob{llHlllcd. SOO Il after ollr entrance in-
10 Ihe MilJ.,h , we .aw a concourse of people, coosist­
IlIb of Mool'8 and Jews, crowdi ng about one of the 
, ill~ l (' sillri(·d hnus~s, whicb stood aloHe. Going 
Iwar It, I Inquired the cnuse of this Ds,clllblage, and 
'HH lI .fO I'Uled thut u cou ple of thal kind of Moors, 
ru lkd til'/'polll 8atol'8, were "bUilt lo amuse (h .. 
~JlIo r . and Jew. with n sigllt of (wo of the moat ve­
notuou. ". I'ponla on earth; tog-cthol' witb lheir man­
u,'' of i\\I:)cklllg the human spccics: and that each 
Olll' whu "ho,,, to sec the exhibition through the win­
,I"" " (lor il WUs to take place in lhat room,) Illust 
1''') h" lf a dollar, BCIII~ ,h' ,irous of haling a look. 
I ollr:red n dollar for " bta tion al n window; but all 
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the windows were already occupied, and the pfaces 
paid for. My g.\lard, observing my disappointmellt, 
asked me if I wished for a birth? which 1 answered 
hy ,putting two dollars in, his bancl: whereupon he 
called out to the Jews at one of the windows to clear 
a place for el Tibib dd Su{{qp, (the Sultan's doctor). 
Those, however, who haa paid their money, not 
liking to Jose their places, were unwillil,lg to move:' 
upon which my guard brushed them away with his 
big cane without ceremony; giving me a whole win­
-dow to myself, saying he would keep guard. I 
looked into the room wit!JOllt interruption: it was 
about twenty feet long, and fifteen feet bl'oad, paved 
with tiles, and plastercd within. These had also 
been secured by an additional grating ma.de of wire, 
in such a manner as to render it impossible for tbe 
serpents to escapc from the room: it had but one 
door, and that had a hOle cut through it, six-or eight 
inches square; this hole was also secured by a 
grating. rn the room stood two meD who appeared 
to be Arabs, with long busby hair and beards; and I 
was told they were a particular race of men that 
could charm serpents. A wooden box. about foul' 
feet long and two feet wide, was placed near 1lie 
door, with a string fastened to a slide at one end of 
it: this string went through a hole in the d"or, The 
two serpent-caters were dressed in haicks only, and 
those ver), small ones. After they Ilad gone fhl'ough 
witb their religions ceremonies most devoutly, they 
appeared to take an etemal farewell of each other: 
this done, one of them retired from (he room, alld 
shut the door tight after him. The Al'llb wilhin 
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seemed to be in dreadful distress- l could observe 
his heart throb and his bosom heave most violently ; 
and he cried out very loudly, " Allah houakibar!" 
three times, which i., as I unders~and it," God, 
have mercy on me!" The Arab was at the farthest 

.end of the room : at that instant the cage was open­
ed, and a serpent crept out slowly; he was about 

. four feet long, and eight inches in circumference ; 
his co lours ;vere the most beautiful in nature-being 
bright, and variegated with a deep ye llow, a purple, 
t\ cream co lour, black and brown spotted, &c. A. 
sOon as he sa IV the Arab in the room, hi. eyes, 
which were small, and green, kindled as with fire : 
he erec ted himself in a second, his heaet two feet 
high, and, darting on the defenceless Arab, seized I 

him between the folds of his haick, just above his 
right hip bone, hissing most horribly : toe Arab 
gave a horrid shriek, when another serpent came 
out of the cage. Thi. last, was black, very shining, 
and appeared to be seven or eight feet long, but not 
mo,'e than two inches in diameter: as soon as lie 
had cleared the ~age, he cast his red fiery eyes on 
his intended "ictim,thrustout his forked tongue, threw 
himself into a round coil, erected his head, which was 
in the centre of the coil , three feet from the /loor, 
Rattening out the skin above his head and eyes in 
the form and near! y of the size of a human heart ; 
and, springing like lightning on the Arab, struck it. 
fa ngs iuto his neck, neal' the jugular vein, while his 
tail and body flew round his neck and arms io two or 
three folds. The Arab set up the most hideous and 
piteous yelling, foamed and frothed at the mouth, 

3. 
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grasping the folds of the serpent, wbieh were rOUD 
his arms, with his right hand, and seemed to be in the 
greatest agony-striving to tear the reptile from 
around his neck, while with his .left he sei.zed h.old 
of .it neal' its bead, bur could not break I'ts 
hold ; by tbis time, the other had twined itself. 
around hi. legs, and kept biting all around the other 
parts of his body, making apparently deep incisions; 
the blood issuing from every wourid, both in his 
neck and bO'dy, streamed all over his baick and 
skin. My blood was cbilled in my veins with hor­
ror at this sight, and it was with dilliculty my legs 
would support my frame. Notwithstanding the 
Arab's greatest exertions to tear awll.Y the serpents 
with his hands, they twined themselves still tighter; 
stopped his breath, and he fell to the fioor, where 
he continued for a moment, as if in the most incon­
ceivable agony, rolling over, and covering-every part 
of his body with his own blood and froth, until he 
ceased to move, and appeared to have expired. III 
his last struggle, he had wounded the black serpent 
with his teeth, as it was stl'iving, as it were, to fo·rce 
its head into his mouth; which wound seemed to 
increase its rage. At this instant, I beard the shrrtl 
sound of a 'whistle ; and looking towards the door, 
saw the other Arab applying a call to his mouth; 
the serpents listened to the music; their fu ry seem­
ed to forsake them by degrees; they disengaged 
themselves leisurely from the apparently lifeless 
carcass; and creeping towards the cage, they soon 
entered it, and were immediately fastened in. The 
doo1' of the apartment was now opened, and he' 
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without, ran to assist his companion: he had a phial 
of blackish liquor in one hand, and an iron chisel ill 
the other: finding the teeth of his companion set, 
he thrust in the chisel, pried them open, and then 
poured a little of the liquor into his moutb; and 
holding the lips together, applied his mouth to the 
dead man's nose, and filled his lungs with air : he 
next anointed his numerous wounds with a little of 
the S'ame liquid; and yet no ~\gn of life appeat'ed . 
( thougbt he Was dead in earnest ; his neck and 
veins were exceedingly swollen; when his comrade, -
taking up the lifeless trunk in bis arms, brought it 
out into the open air, and continued the operation of 
blQwing for several minutes, before a sign of life ap­
peared: at length he gasped, and after a time reco­
ve red so far as to be able to speak. The swellings 
on his neck, hody, and Jegs, gradually subsided, as 
they continued washing the wounds with clear cold 
water and a sponge, and applying the black liquor 
occasionally: a clean haick was wrapped about 
him, but his strength seemed so far exhausted, tbat 
he could not support himself slanding; so his com­
rade laid him on the ground by a wall, where he 
sunk into a sleep. This exhibition lasted for about 
a quarter of an hour from the time the serpents 
were let loose, unti l they were called off, and it was 
more than an hour from that time hefore he could 
speak. I thought that I eould disco ,'er tbat the 
poi sonous fangs had been pulled out of these formi­
dable se rpents' jaws, and mentioned that circum­
Gtance to the showman, who saId that they had in­
,Jeed been exlracten: and when I wished to knOll' 

• 
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how swellings on his neck and other parts could be 
assumed, he assured me, that though their deadly 
fangs were out, yet that "the poisonous quality " of 
their breath and spittle would cause the death of 
those they attack: that after a bite from either of 
th"se serpents, no man could exist longer than fifteen 
minutes, and that there was no remedy for any but 
those who were endowed by the Almigbty with­
power to ch"rm and to manage them, and that he 
and bis associate were of that favoured number. 
The Moors anll Arabs call the thick and beautiful 
serpent El Effah., and the long black and heart­
headed one El BU$clifah. I afterwards sa VI' engra­
vings of these (wo serpents in Jackson's Morocco, 
which are very correct resemblances: they are said 
to be very numerous on and about the south foot of 
the Atlas mount"ins, and border of· the degart, 
where these were caught when young, and where 
they often attack and destroy botb men and beasts. 
The Elfah's bite is said (0 be incurable, and its poi­
son so >iubtile as (0 cause a man's death in fifteen 
min utes. When I saw the Elfah, it brought to my 
mind the story of the fiery serpents that bit the 
children of Israel in the desarts of Arabia, near 
Mount Hor, as recorded in the 21st chapter of the 
Book of Numbers ; merely because the Elfah re­
sembled, in appearance, a brazen serpent: the two 
serpent-eaters said, they ca!De from Egypt, about 
three years ago. 

This exhibition of $crpents, (the first T was told 
of (he kind that had ever taken place at Rabat,) and 
nur preparations, detained us the whole day; hotr-
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ever I had made all the necessary arrangements, 
got the tent, provisions, &c. in order to be ready 
for a start the next morning, and on January tbe 
15th, very eady, I took my leave of Mr. Abouder­
ham, who, though a Jew, was nevertheless a man of 
feeling, and much of a gentleman: he is a native of 
Leghorn, had received a good edu~ation, and spoke 

·the French language fluently. 
We. crossed the river, which is here about half a 

mile wide, and proceeded towards the walls of 
Sallee : the river has entirely left the Sallee side, 
which is now filled up with sand and mud, leaving 
the town nearly a mile from the water: there were 
still to he seen some remains of its ancient docks, 
and wrecks of vessels. I looked attentively at Sal­
lee, in passing its walls, wbich are higb and strong, 
built of stone, and well cemented; tbey had been 
repaired lately, and are flanked by many circula,' 
and s'luare to IVers, on which about two hundred 
pieces of cannon are still mounted, of all calibers; 
and it appeared that it must have formerly been 
mounted with several hundred pieces more. Near 
its walls, on the east, north, and west sides, are 
beau tiful gardens that appear to be extremely fer­
tile, well laid out, and cultivated: great numbers of 
orange, lemon, aDd sweet lemon trees, were bend­
ing under tbeir loads of rich yellow fruit: bundreds. 
of fig, pomegranate, almond, and other fruit-trees, 
were now leafless, but budding forth, and thus pro­
mising abundance in their season. Man y of the 
gardens are of great extent, and planted with the 
rotton-tree, which is small, and produces cotton in fe -
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1'ior to the American, called Georgia Upland, and 
only in small quantities. 

As we proceeded on our road, we came to the 
aqueduct which supplies Sallee with fresh water : 
this aqueduct serves as 'an outer ,~all to the ci ty on 
the north; is nearly a mile from it, and about fhir ty 
feet high where we passed through it: here are 
three large arches resembling gateways, and marks' 
are still to be seen, where gates were once· hung: 
the wa ll is eight or ten feet in thickness, and ap­
pears to be about four miles in length. T he canal 
for conducting t he water is near the top, but unco­
vered: this aqueduct is said to have been built by 
the Romans; it is formed of large hewn stones, and 
is extremely solid. 

'Ve travelled on through a fine champaign coun­
try, every where cultivated, until two P. M. when 
we saw on oUl·left, and passed a lake of fresh water, 
about two miles in length, and half a mile in 

. breadth: this was the first lake, or indeed pond, I 
had ever seen in this COUD try; and so aD afterwards 
\ve arrived aD the bank.of the river Mediah. On 
the left 'bank of this river, near its mouth, stanils, 
though-mostly in ruins, the ancient Portuguese town 
and fortress of Mamora; the fortress is situated on 
a high hill that overlooks the sUl'l:ounding coun try, 
commands the ruins of the town, and is now garri­
soned by about three bundred hlack troops. T he 
town was buil t close along the brink of the river, 
and its northern wall was washed by every tide; 
and though very old, has not'yet sustained much In­
j ury. The river enters the sea over a bar ill n 

/ 
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N. W. direction: the lower wall has an excellent 
circular baltery, built of large hewn-stone, and was 
calcu lated for mounting thirty heavy guns for tbe 
defence of tbe harbour; tbougb now dismantled . 
This town wall is about ba lf a mile in length along 
tbe river, and the ruins two hund red yards in breadth , 
and the place was once very strongly wall ed in on 
~he land side, but this wall is now in ruins: not a 
soul in,habits tbis town at present. Here some of 
my former opinions were confirmed; for it is certain 
that the sea has receded from this coast: th e eviden t 
marks of th e water high on this wall , and on the 
point of lalld near which the town stands, that must 
from appearances have been wo rn in by the dashing 
of the sea, together with the situation of the present 
bar, prove to an observer, without any possibility of 
doubt, th a t the ocean bas receded since this place 
was bui l t, for more than a mil e distance, and that 
its perpendicular height has decreased at least fifteen 
fee l since that period. I do not pretend to accoun l­
for this fact, but leave it to be explained by l'hiloso 
phers. 

'Ve were to cross this ri,'er in a good boat tba t 
took over fifteen camels with tbeir loads at a trir : 
but there were on the bank, waiting for their turns 
to cross, a t least five 'hundred loaded camels, besides 
mules and asses, chiefly with burdens of wheat anu 
barley going on to Tangier an d Tetuan, where a ll 
kinds of bread stulTs were said to be Y~ry scarce an 
dear. I told my so ldier that it was necessary to 
inform tbe boatman that as I \vas the CmreI'O!"s 
surgeon, and himself an Aleayd, that we could no 
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wait, but must pass over immediately, for the wind 
blew fresh from the S. W. and they had but one boat, 
which could not make aboye six trips in a day; and 
it would not be our turn, from the then appearances, 
in less than a week: this, with an offer of two dol- ' 
lars to the boatman, had the desired effect, and we 
wer" ferried over with the second boat-load, tbough 
not without mucb opposition and dispute between' 
my guard and tbose who were waiting befOJ'e us, 
and which was only settled by the interference of 
the black garrison; for my guide had the address to 
persuade them that he was indeed an Alcayd, and l 
tbe Sui tan's doctor. After crossing the river, we 
mounted the sand hills, and at JO P. M. pitched our 
tent ' in the midst of a doubar, .where ,we got some 
nii lk and eggs for our money. 

Tuesday, the 16th, we started very early: it bad 
rai ned very hard with heavy squalls of wind most 
part of the preceding night, but my tent being sound, 
kept off the storm: it was now clear and serene; 
nearly the whole face of the ground was covered 
with violet and pink coloured flowers, not more than 
an inoh or two in height, which seemed to have 
sprung up during the night, and as the sun exhaled 
the dews from around them, the fresh air of the 
morning was filled with the most delightful fragrance. 
The country on our right was a low morass, partly 
covered with water, which soon grew into a lake of 
considerable breadth. We travelled, during the 
wbole day, along its left margin: its ,surface was 
spotted over with innumerable wild ducks and other 
aquatic birds, which some of the inbabitants were 
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• hootmg at. In lieu of boats they use a kind of 
<atlbnarall, which is made by lashing three small 
palm Iree logs toge ther by means of cords made of the 
bark of this useful trce; they have a crotched stick 
oet up neal' one end of their float for a rest to their 
guns, and instead of oats, use long poles to force it 
along: whcn the gunner gets on his raft, he leaves 
his haick behind him lor fear of wetting it, 'Ilnd shoves 
Ollt entirely naked: their guns are very long and 
clumsy, with i\1oorish locks; so that mode of fowling 
3upplies them with but little game, though the lake 
is nearly covered with it. The sight of this catama­
ran brought to Illy mind those made use of in the 
Atlantic ocean along the roast of Brazil, and in some 
other parts of the 1V0rld: the fishermen on those 
coasts form a raft by laying three rough logs along­
side of one another, thirty feet in length, and pinning 
them together with wooden tree-nail s, they then place 
two more logs partly on the upper side of the exterior 
logs, and pin (hem on fast; sharpen the two ends of 
all the logs, awl the Boat is fin ished. 'To make it 
manageable, they raise a four-legged bench in it, 
near the centre, which serves to steady a mast, on 
whieh they hoist a shoulder-of·mutton sail , and go 
out to sea. I have seen them twenty leagues from 
land. These boats are perfectly safe, for they can 
neithe,· leak, upset, nor founder, and sail remarka­
bly fast, and are steered with a stout oar. 

There are several islands in this lake, on one of 
which there is a very spacious sanctuary, U).any fruit­
trees, and seyeral apparently good gardens. Since 
leaving Darlbeda, we had seen no high land, only 

3T 
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moderate acclivities, DO more than to make it agree­
able to the cultivator. This aftern oon we disc01er­
ed the ridge of mountains which lie behind Fez and 
Miquinez, stretching from tbe Atlas to tbe strai to 
of Gibraltar, and forming oJle of the far-famed pil­
lars of Hercules. At tirst they were scarce ly visI­
ble in the distant horizon, and appeared like the tops 
of high islanus, when approaching them on the ocean:­
not a tree or bush of any magnitude bad \Vo seen 
for several days, except the fig, palm, or othel' fruit­
trees, which were generally planted in clusters or 
in gardens near the tOWIlS: at night lI'e pitched our 
tent at a dounar ITea.. the border of the lake. 

Wednesday, January the 17th, we started early, 
and went down the bank near the sea, to pass round 
the former outlet of tbis lake, which was now dam­
med with sea-sand very high; and on the sides of 
the bank which formed the outlet, stood four saint­
houses, nearly cOI'ered up with sand-drifts. Conti­
nuing our journey until about lioon, we began to 
come among trees of considerable size; they looked 
like a species of oak with a thick shaggy bark, but 
are an ever-green: this wood is very brittle, and (he 
trees produce a kind of acorn of a "".ry large size, 
which the Spaniards and Portuguese used to carry 
awa.y in large quantities from tbis country: they 
were as highly esteemed as the chesnut, and used 
for food by the people of tbose nations: they also 
fed their swiiJe on them. 

Passing throllgh a large forest, 'we came to a small 
lake on our right, anel, at sunset, approached the 
walls of Lm·csclt. Having heard that some Spanish 
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il'iars resided 'here, I inquil'ed for them, and was 
500n conducted 10 the,r dwelling, a very good house, 
of European construction. The principal friar came 
out to meet me; and, after I had given a short ac­
connt of myself in Spanish, said he would lodge me 
for charity's sake; and tben conducted me into a to­
lerably well furnished room: and, as he had li"ed 
In\iogadore, asked me many questioos concerning 
that city, and his old acquaintances there, some of 
whom Ilmppened to know. He treated me with some 
wioc, which he said was of his own manufacture ; it 
was none of the best, howe,er: and. at 10 o'clock 
at night, an excellent supper of fowls and sa!lads, 
uressed in the Spanish style, was served up. This 
Paure, whose name is Jllan Tinao"es, told me that 
he had lived in Barbary for ten years, four of whiell 
he had spent at Mogadore, three at Rabat, aDd 
three here, seel uded from the civilized world; that 
the court of Spain allowed a large premium to those 
Padres, or Fathers, of good character, to be approv­
ed of by the Archbishop, who are willing to spend 
teu years in Barbary as missionaries, and a stipend 
of three thousand Jollars a year for the remainJer of 
their lives. I askeJ him of what use he could be in 
Barbary to the cause of Christianity, since he dare 
not even attempt to convert a Moor or an Arab, or 
mention the name of the Saviour as one of tile God­
head to either, or even to a Jew? "None at all," 
said he, " Lut still we bear the name of missionaries 
at home, to convert the heathen; our allowance of 
money is ample: we live well, as you see, (he was 
indeed fat and in fine order,) laugh at the folly of 
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our countrymen, and ~njoy the present as well !IS we 
can." (The circumstance of there being t wo young 
aDd pretty J ewesses in the house, and plenty of good 
cheer, did not tend, in any great degree, to discredi t 
his representation.) "When th is ten years expire," 
continued this pious Padre, " we get leave to retu rn 
to our country, where we are received as pattern. 
of piety, that have rendered vast se rvices to the v 

Christian world: every respectable house is open to 
receive us: our company is much sought after: our 
yearly salary of three thousand dollars affords us 
many gratifications ; and, for these ten years spent 
in such p~il'ations and severe gospel labou rs, we are 
allowod absolution for the remainder of our lives, 
which, you will readily believe, we try to make as 
comfortable as possible." Padre (i. e. [ather) Ti­
naones wanted to know if I was a Catholic? T" 
this [ answered in tbe negative. He said it was a 
pity; and that, unless I came within the pale of the 
Churcb, he feared my precious soul would be for 
ever miserable. Our conversation next turned upon 
tbe Jews: lJ,e said, 'I there were about two bundred 
misetable families of them in Laresch, who, thoug.!!. 
they are, in a manner, slaves to the Mohammedans, 
wil l not believe in our holy religion: there were two 
Jews 11'1 ,0 applied to me, and said tbey were con­
verted to the true Catholic faitb, and be lieved Jesus 
Christ to be the SOA of God, and the Saviour of man­
kind: they were accordingly baptized as Christians; 
yet, as soon as they had obtained a loan of four hun­
dred dollars from me, in small sums, and fo und they 
coul\l ge t no more, they turned back to J udaism 
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again, and left me no means of redress; which fully 
convinced me that their pretended conversion to 
Christianity was nothing more than a premeditated 
scheme to rob me of my money; and that, whenever 
a Jew professes to become a Christian, it is but a 
false pretence, and he is actuated entirely by mer­
cenary motives. The Jews," added he, "hold 

-Christ and his followers 'n tlw greatest possible con­
tempt, and pretend to believe that all men, who are 
not Israelites, will be doomed, at the day of judg. 
ment, to eternal punishment." This night was prin­
cipally speot io conversation with the Padre, 00 va-
rious subjects. -

Thursday, January i 8th, r made ready to go on 
early, but the tide ran so rapidly at that time, that 
it lVas impossible to pass the river without the risk 
of being driren into the sea: so I had time to make 
ohservations. 

L.;.sch is handsomely situated on the left banti of 
the river Saboo, near its entrance into the sea: the 
town lies along the river's bank, and is half a mile 
io length, but very narrow; it is str"ngly walled in 
all arou nd, and has two gates; one on the east, and 
the otber on the south side :-the fortress is 00 a 
hill south of the town, from which it is only separated 
by a wall; it is strongly built, and flanked by eight 
towers; has about one hundred pieces of cannoo, 
mounted on its battlements, and slands too high to 
be battered down by the shipping, even if theJ could 
get into the river: tbis town is said to have been 
built by the Portuguese originally, and only OCCIl­

pies the same space it did formerly, that is 10 say, 
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about one mile in circumference: it contains abollt 
eighteen thousand inhabitants, i. e. sixteen thousand 
Moors, and two thousand Jews, who are all very 
poo"!', as no trade is carried on here by sea or by land: 
they are obliged to work hard in the adjacent gar­
dens, and till the impoverished fields in oFder to gaiu 
a scanty subsistence. This is the only safe port the 
Emperor of i'llorocco has for fitting out his large 
eruisers, from whence they can get to sea wi tho their 
armament: the river here is very narl'o·w. rllns close 
along the walls of Larcscb, and is vcr.! deep oppo­
site the town; there is said to be on the bar at its 
mouth eighteen feet water at high spring tides. The 
river within the town is both broad and deep; the 
tides run very rapidl j' both at flood and ebb, so 
much so, that we were obliged to wait until it was 
nearly spent, before it was deemed safe to cross: 
directl y in the ferrying place, an old brig lay Slink, 
which had been captured under the Russian flag, 
and the crew kept as slaves or prisoners for about a 
year. The empel'or's navy was now lying along­
side of the bank, consisting of one frigate-buil t ship, 
coppered to the bends, of about 700 tons burden, 
and mounting 3:! guns, apparently 18 pounders, on 
the main deck; and a brig, called the Swearah, 
also coppered; a beautiful vessel, mounting 18 guns, 
said to sail, and fl'oOl her appearance, would sail 
very fast: she was built in England, and there fitted 
in the best possible manner, and pl'esented to the 
emperor by a Jew of Mogadore, named Jl1acnin, a 
most notaTions character, but 'called a very rich 
merchant: this Jew has a brother in London, who, 
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it is said, has heretofore managed to get goods on 
credit to ,ery large amounts, and be then sends 
them to ~Iogadore, where his brother loads back 
tlJC ships with less, generally, (han half the value of 
the outwal'd cargo, and thus continues (0 gull (he 
English merchants in the true Barbary style : the 
principal in London fails-his ci·editors compound 
wilil him: he begins anew; obtains~ from some quar­
ter 0;- a",,(her, all the credit be wishes; sends out 
the goods to Barbary j gels no returns; fails again, 
and again compromises, aud commences the old 
bnsiness. The emperor, some time ago, attempted 
to !(i,e this worth!) Jew merchant a gentle squeeze, 
and se ized his goods, houses, cash, and eyery thing 
.alliable thaI his officers could lay their hands on ; 
upon which .1iacllin, to conciliate his majesty, and to 
get a part of his ilf-gotlen property back again, 
made him a present of this fine brig, which could 
not have cost him much, for" los lngle.sis 10 pagan" 
(the Engli h pay for it,) is bis motto. These two 
vessels aod tile new frigate at Rabat, now constitute 
the whole of the emperor's nayal force: his maxim 
is to be at war with e"ery nation who has not made 
a treaty with him, or which has not a Consul General 
residing at Tangier to make him the customary pre­
sents on his annual holidays, or pay bim tribute 
agreeably to the terms of his treaties. According 
to this system, he sends out his cruisers from time to 
time, who, if they find a vessel bearing a Bag, 
whose nation has not made a treaty of peace witll 
him, they capture her, bring her in as a good prize, 
and retain the CTew a~ slaves or prisoners. About 
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eighteen months ago, this brig Mogadore, then on a 
cruise, captured the Russian b6g before mentioned, 
and carried her into La'l'eseh: now the emperor of 
Russia 'had ncft stipulated for a (ileace with bis Moor­
ish majesty, and had no Consul resjdi!!g at Tangier, 
so the vessel's cargo was soon disposed of as a 
prize, and her officers and crew (ten in number) 
Were thrown into prison, and frequently compelled 
to work 'On board the vessels of war. ' After ahout a 
year's captivity in this manner, finding no Christian 
power claimed the men, and having no use for tnem, 
the .emperor ordered tbem to be removed to the 
prison at Tangie·r. _ Padre Tinaones told me these 
facts, and said he had done all he could for the 
Christians while they were in Lareseh prison, and 
that their brig had sunk in the, ["rrying-place for 
want of care. 

Proceeding on our journey, we soon mounted the 
high hills on the right bank of this river, ,vhere we 
found many huts constructed of stones and mud with 
steep roofs. thatched with straw after the manner of 
the Scotch and Lrish hovels: these were the first 
buildings of the kind I had seen in Africa, and con~ 
trary tQ..the Moorishcustom, theywere '1uitedefenCe= 
less. Continuing our journey through a long wood, 
and over a hilly, sandy soil, all !his day as fast as 
possible, we pitched Ollr tefit at hight in a deep val­
ley, near a small douhar, where we dbtained some 
milk f0r our supper. It comrnepced raining in the 
e"cning, and continued to pour without intermission. 
atte,nded \vith strong gales and squalls, until day-
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light, but as ou r tent was tight and strong, I e~peri­
enced from it no material incon venience . 

Friday, the 19th, soon after daylight, it ceased to 
rain , and we pl>oceeded on our journey. After passing 
Dlany douhars and some huts of the constl'uction 
mentioned near Laresch, lVe entered a deep va,lIey, 
the breadth of which was about six miles : the rain 
had soaked the soil so much, as to render it almost 
impassable; so that the mules sunk into the mud 
nearly up to their bell ies, and we were obl iged to 
dismount and wade through it on foot. This valley 
contains two small rivers, which are not ford ab le at 
high tides : the lilli e tOIVn of Azila stands at their 
mouth, at about ten miles to our left: the quantity 
of rain that had fallen the preceding night had reu­
dered them quite deep even at low waleI', so that in 
attempting to ford one of them on my mule, he was 
carried away by tbe current, and I was fo rced to 
swim; howevel:, I held the <mule by the b ridle, and 
landed safely. My sold ier and muletee r seeing I 
had got safe across, at length ventured in different 
places, and also succeeded in getting over. Our 
way now became very mountain ous an d woody, ann 
the dee !, valleys, through which a number of brooh 
Ian winding along in very serpentine courses, rendered 
our path muddy and slippery . 

At 3 P. M. we gained the summit of a mountain • 
•• hen I saw distinctly the bay of Tangier, part orthe 
straits of Gibralta r, and, to my great joy, the coast 
of Spain; it was the hospitabl e and civilized shOFe of 
Europe! The crowd of sensations that roshed upon 
my mind at this g rateful sight, can be more ea,i l,-

::J 1T 
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conceived than described . . It brought to my recol. 
lectio~ the trials and distresses I had undergone . ince 
leaving it, as well as my great deliverances: all tbese 
sensa tions together so overcame my faculties, and 
agitated me in such a manner, that I had not power 
to keep myself steady, and I actually fell from my 
mule no less than three times in travelling from 
thence to Tangier; a distance of five or six miles. 
As I had not before fallen from my mule during my 
whole journey from Mogadore, the soldier' who 
guarded me, thought it very extraordinary, nor 
could I persuade him that I was no! too ill to ride: 
he, therefore, after helping me on again the third 
time, gave bis borse to the muleteer, and walked by 
my side, holding me on for some time: my head 
however became so dizzy from the state of my feelings, 
that I was obliged to alight and walk with his assist· 
ance for about a mile, until we carne near the walls 
of Tangier, when he again, at my request, placed me· 
on my mule. 

It was in tbe dusk of the evening when We arrived 
at the gate, and the soldier having announced me to 
the guards, I was conducted directly into tbe city, 
and before tbe Governor, who ordered Ole to be 
escorted to the American Consul's house, where f' 
soon arrived, and was received most hospitably by 
James Simpson, Esquire, tbe.American Consul Gene· 
ral, who immediately introduced me to his amiable 
lady and family, and requested me to consider his 
house my borne. I accordingly took up my day­
quarters with him, and remained und\>r his truly 
hospitable roof during my stay at Tangier. Having 
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made a present to my guard and muleteel' for theil' 
attention and fidelity to me on the journey, and 
made up a packet for my friend Willshire, I de­
spatched them with his mule, &c. on the 22d of 
January, 1816 , back for Mogadore. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

Moorish captives-Oj Tangier and Christ;ian Consuls 
-passage to Gihmltar, reception there- embarks jar 
America-observations on Gibraltar-passage in the 
ship Rapid-arrival at New- York- visits his family 
- goes to Washiligtoll City, the seat oj government, 
and concludes with brief rem01·ks on slavery. 

DURING my stay at Tangier, I was made ac­
quainted with Mr. Green, tbe English Consul Gene­
ral, a gentleman of talents, higb respectability, and 
wortb; and witb Mr. Agrill, tbe Swedish Consul 
General, who bad lately arrived there from Sweden. 
On his a)-rival, he found tbe crew of the before-men­
tioned Russian brig, in T angier prison, and finding 
there was no one to claim or redeem them, and tbat 
tbey were natives of what once was Swedisb Pome­
ra nia, he purchased tbem from the Sultan for about 
two thousand dollars, whicb be paid out of his own 
private funds, and set them at liberty. I saw and 
conver.ed with tbe master and most of the crew of 
tbat vessel, who told me they bad been imprisoned 
at Laresch about a year;' had been robbed of most 
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of their c1otbing, and then brought to T ilngie r-, 
where Mr. Ai[rill had the charity to redeem them, 
ih?ll;;h they were captured under the Russian flag, 
lInd d,u not owe allegiance to the Swedisb govern­
ment. IVIr. Agrill kept them in his own house, 
waiting for a Swedish vessel of war, which was 
daily expecled, and by which he moant to send them . 
to tlleir COUll try. The captain mentioned to me 
that his vessel was in fact Eng lish property covered ... t 
by the Hussian flag, in ordc,' to avoid capture by the ,i 
American cruisers. I had before known Mr. Agrill 
in St. Petersburg, Russia~then in a public charac­
ter-he i& a man of much real \Vo"th. 

Ta"g ier bay is said to be the best harbour in the 
Moori,h dominions; its bottom is clear, and it might 
contllin at OPe time one thousand sail onarge vessels, 
wbich would ride in safety, being sheltered from all 
but the northerly winds, which have only the rake of 
the breadth of the strait, and tbe holding ground 
's exce llent: the best anchorage is in seven and a 
half fathomtwater; where' the Portuguese flag.staif 
(wbich is the westernmost and near tbe water) is on 
a line with the American flag. staff; which latteds 
high, ~nd nan always be known by ha"ing its Bag 
hoisted when an American vessel approaches the bay. 
The cit)' of Tangier is built on the west side and 
near the mouth of the bay, on the declivity of a bill, 
two miles east of Cape Spartel, rising like an am pbi­
theatre; the houses are built of stone, and wbite­
washed. and the town, when . seen from the bay or 
strait, has a vcr)' handsome appearanr..e; but it is 
b.adly built; the bou,e. being generally small, an~ 
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but one story high, with flat terraced roofs: the 
streets are lIarrow, crooked, badly paved, and com­
monly very dirty. There are ho wever some hana­
some buildings in Tangier; amo~g which are the 
Spanish, Swedish, Dutch, French, Danish, and Por­
tnguese consular houses: the old English consular 

house has been lately abandoned on account of its 
bau construction , but they are now building a very 
elegant one, that is said to have already cost the 
British government ten thousand pounds stefling, 
and will cost nearly as much more by the time it is 
fini shed, and furni shed. The American government 
has no consular hOllse at Tangier; th e consul gene­
ral resides in a house that was formerly attached to 
that of the Swedish consulate : it was purcIJased by 
Mr. Simpson, on his own private account for his own 
use, and for an office for the use of the United States, 
in order to save the expense of hOllse-rent, and tbe 
dwelling part is so small and inconven ient, that when 
his own children visit him from abroad, he is forced to 
hire lodgings for them in Jews or others houses. I 
believe every government havin g a consul residing 
at Tangier, except that of my own country, has 
either built or purchased a n!ansion for the aCCom­
modation of that officer. Mr. Simpson 's eldest son 
with his lady were now on a visit to their parents; 
and the consul had to hire apartments in a Jew's 
house for a few days to accommodate them: he was 
also under the necessi ty of procuring lodgings for 
me in a Jew's house during a few nig hts of my stay 
fhere. 
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Tangier is an irregularly built walled town of 
about one mile in circuit, including the fortress whioh 
overlooks and commands it: it is well supplied with 
water by a ,covered aqueduct, and generally well 
fumished with provisions: the several batteries are 
lined with many pieces of ordnance, among which 
are t IVa pieces of long brass cannon of fourteen 
inches caliber; they are mounted on carriages, and " 
stand in a battery near the landing without tile city­
gate: these two enormous brass pieces were made 
by the Portuguese, and are (judging by the eye) 
about eighteen feet in length. 

Tangier ,vas taken from the Moors in the year 
1441, by the Portuguese, who gave it to King 
Charles the II. of England, in a dowry for Catha­
}'ine of Portugal, his queen. The English kept pos­
session of it for about twenty years; but, finding it 
su~iec t to the continual attacks of tbe ferocious 
Moors, from whom it was with great difficulty de­
fended, they blew up its fine mole or basin, (which 
had before rendered it a safe harbour for small ves­
sels,) to low·water-mark, together with some of the 
fortilications, and abandoned the place: the mole 
bas not since been rebuilt. I walked over it at low 
water: a great quantity of the large blocks of hewn 
stone are now to be seen lying on the solid founda­
tions, which still remain almost entire. On the east 
side of, and near the bottom of the bay, are to be 
seen the ruins of an old town, which is said to have 
been built by the Romans. It must formerly have 
been very extensive, from the present appearance of 
its ruins, and was watered by a small river that runs 
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ieto the bay near its site. There are several forts 
and batteries on tbe eastern shore of the bay, and 
on Cape Malibat, but they are so badly garrisoned 
as not to be formidable to their enemies, if any ~hould 
chance to take shelter in the bay during bad wea­
tber: they ha ye onl y to keep out'of tbe reach of the 
shot from Tangier. All the, Christian consuls near 
the Emperor of Morocco reside at Tangier, where 
"their persons are protected by order of the Sultan. 
Those at Tangier are-for the United States of 
America, James Simpson, Esq.; Great·Britain, Mr. 
Green; France, Mr. Sourdian; Sweden, Mr. Agrill; 
Spain, Don Orne, vice·consul; Denmark, Mr. Scom­
boe; Holland, Mr. 'Nijsoin; and Portugal, Mr. Co­
loso. The consuls at Tangier keep lip a sort of 
etiquette, in celebrating the memorable epochs in the 
historY ,of their respective countries, and their parti­
cular national holidays, which custom is, peculiar to 
Tangier. They also keep up the long established 
custom of giving consular dinners all in turn round 
on the arrival of any new consul, or when an old one 
is recalled, &c. These customs are extremely ex­
pensive, but have now become absolutely necessa r; 
in order to impress the minds oflhe Moors with re­
spect for the dignity of the respective nations which 
those consuls represent. Tlie Christian consuls ge­
neral, near the Emperor of Morocco, are, go-

. nerally speaking, men eminent 00 acco uot of cha­
racter, talents, and learning, and have a large 
salary; for, like foreign ministers plenipotentiary, 
they are not allowed to deri" e any emolument what­
ever from commerce. B<v accepting of this appoint-



.1)20 CAPTAiN R ILEY'S NARRATIVE. 

ment, they exclude tbemse lves from the society and 
comforts of the civi lized world, and live besides in 
exile, and in continual jeopardy, being allVays in the 
power of real barbarians. They are under the ne­
cessity of sending to Europe for all their clothing, 
liquors, stores, furniture, &c. elcept a few articles of 
provisions, and those who have families are obl iged 
to send their children to other countries for -thei r 
education, though at a very heavy expense. Mr. 
Simpson leti· a lucrative commercial establisbment at , I 

Gibraltar, in 1798, and went to Tangier, merely to 
serve our gove rnment, at a time when war was in­
tended by the Moorish Sultan against our commerce. 
He succeeded in averting the threatened blow, and 
in establishing our present treaty with that sove­
reign. He is a gentleman of unblemished character, 
and pleasing manners, and has expended a handsome 
fortune in tbe service of the United States, over and 
above his consular salary. He has passed the best 
of his days in the service of his adopted country, and, 
in my opinion, deserves a handsome maintenance 
from government during the remainder of his life, 
free from the cares, vexations, and anxieties that are 
always attached to a consulate in such barbarous 
countries. Mr. Simpson is a native of Scotland. hut 
a firm Ame rican in principle, and an enthusiastic ael­
mirer of our excellent institutions. 

The whole. sea force of the Emperor of Morocco, 
as I before observed, consists of two friga tes of 32 
guns each, and the brig Mogadore of 18 guns ,_ the 
only port he has which can shelter and secure tbem 
from the reach of an enemy, is Laresch, which they 
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callnei(her enter nor sai l frolll when equipped, except 
at high-lTater sprillg tides. There are no corsairs 
or sma ll vessels bclonginl!; to individuals as formerly, 
lIor is there even a merchant-vesse l belonging (0 lhe 
Moors. In order (0 show how much value the pre­
sent Sultan sets on his ships of war, I must relate in 
what manuel" he sometimes disposes of th em . 

. About two years si nce, the Dey of Tripoli sent as 
a pre.e nt (0 (he emperor of Morocco, a beautiful 
Circassian girl : she was a virg in, and possesseu 
charms with which the 01<1 Snltan was so enrap tured, 
that he asked the ambassador who escorted her 
fr0111 Tripoli, what he· could send (0 I,i. friend, the 
Bashaw, in r<'llirn for (his jewel r-! have nothing 
but whea(, said he, of which the Dey, your master, 
can olwo)'" han· as much as he pleases. The Dey, 
my maste r, sa id the amba ;:)adol', is always in want 
(If wheat; bul, returned tbe Emperor, I would 
retu!"II him something more valuable; be has made 
me a most superb present, and I wish to return tht 
compliment in a handso me ll1annet·. Your majesty 
has frigates, said the ambassador :-so I have, in­
deed, answered the Sultau, and that gives me much 
pleasure; go to LareBch, and make cboice of one 
frolU among my navy: I will have her fillet! out in 
the best manner, and sent round to the Dc), direct­
ly: (he ::lIlI""~sndor did not wait a s cond bidding, 
but wept ill Im,(e to Laresch, for fco r the sovereign 
might chan!;e his mind; chose a fine new fngate of 
32 guns that had but a short (im" pre,joll been 
coppcred to the bends, which was im med iate l) fitted 
according to promise, and seot to Tripoli, with (be 

3x 
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On the 29th of January, 1816, a smal) schoone)· 
being ready to sail for Gibraltar, I took my leave of 
Mr. Simpson and fallli ly, and proceeded on to the 
mole, ill order to embark. This ,.essel had been 
hired by a certain Jew, named Torrel, to carry his 
family across (0 Gibraltar, which, with two or three 
other families of European Jews, who wou ld not 
conform to the d,·ess in which all Jews in Moorish -
Barbary had been ordered to appear, nor pay tbe 
tribute lately le,.ied on them by the Sliltan, were 
ordered to depart forthwith from his dominious. 
These families came out of tbe gates of the city, in 
order to embark togother, and proceeded with their 
baggage to the ruins of the old mole, to go off in 
the boat, it being low water: they were accompa­
nied by a considerable number of Jews and Jew­
esses. A few of the lattel·, very decently dressed, 
wished to escort them to the boat, alld there to take 
their leave, &c.-but the Moori$h captains of the 
port, without ceremony, began to brush them back 
with big staffs they carried fOl· the purposc : these 
stioks were about {ive feet in length, and one inch 
in diameter, and they applied them so IItl1l1ercifully, 
and with such sing-ular dexterity, peculiar to the 
Moors, as to lay many decent.looking Jewish fe­
males, as well as males, prostrate upon the beach; 
when thcy renewed their blows, in order to raise 
tbem au their (eel again, and drive them in10 the 
city.gate, like so mall)' of the brute creation. 

At about 8 o'clock A. M. J got on board th is vessel 
in eompany with Mr . .T ohn Simpsoll and his Indy. 

! 
./ 
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who were on a return from a visit (0 their parents, 
and after waiting nearly three hours for a Jetter 
which the Goyernor wi hed to send to Gibraltar, we 
set sail and left Ule bay with a fair but light breeze. 
The scene of inhumanity and oppression I had j us t 
witnessed, prompted me to thank my God again that 
I was not a J ew, and tbat I ""is once moxe free from 
.:l. couotry inhabited by the worst of barba ri aGs. 

Pas~i ng up the strai t, w hi c,h in one place is only 
eight mil es broad, we arrived safe in Gibraltar bay 
in tb e evening; bu t as we did not get up before the' 
town unti l the gates of the garrison were closed, we 
w ere obliged to re main, (40 in number ) on board 
the vesse l d '" 'i ng the night. On the 30th we were 
"isited ve ry early by a boat from the bealth office, 
and per mitted to land . I went on shore im med iately, 
and was received by my fri end Spr ague with d~mon­
s trations of unfeigned j oJ', and hea rtily welcomed to 
that portion of the civil ized world , and treated with 
all the a t tention that flo ws from the wa rmest friend­
ship, and the tende l'es! commiseration . The Ameri­
can Consul was a lso attenti,-e to me, and he had 
a lso paid attenti on to the wants of my compan ions 
in cli; !rcss, who had uri" ed tb ere from Mogadore by 
sea a few days before me. An acquaintance told 
me tha t Mr. Sprague had rece i ~ed Mr. Wil lshire's 
letl er, informing him of my captivity, on onc Monday 

, mornio~ a t the moment of his return from Algeeiras, 
a fanlOus Spanish town on the opposite' side of the 
hal', about ten mil es from Gibraltar, where he gene­

...... r ally spent the Sabbath ; that he opened the letter in 
\ the presence of, and read its contents to Mr. Henry, 
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United States Consul, a Mr. Kennedy of Baltimore, 
and some other American gentlemen: that Mr. 
Henry suggested that a subscription should be opened 
and sent up to all the Consuls in the MeditelTanean, 
in order to raise money as soon as possible, and 
transmit is to Mogadol'e to release us: that Mr. 
Sprague made no answer whateyer to tbis proposi­
tion, but sent his tI'usty young man eMr. LeaclJ1 
out with orders to ,purchase two double-barrelled 
guns, while he hastily wrote a few lines to Mr. Will­
shire and myself, as before mentio('ed: that there 
was but one double-barrelled fowling-piece to be 
,procured in tho garrison: this was bought at the 
price of tigltty dollars, and taking it together with his 
OlVn, which was a very highly finished, and favour­
ite piece, he mounted his horse and proceeded as 
fast as possible to Algeciras, cal'rying tbe guns along 
with him; from whence he immediately despatched 
a coul·ier to Tariffa with the guns and his letters, 
ordering them to be sent by an express-boat to Tan­
gier, and to the care of MI'. Simpson, to be again for­
warded by express to Mogadore. Such disinterest­
ed goodness, and such prompt and animated exer­
tions to relieve a fellow-creature in distress, bavesel­
dom been recorded, and are aboye all praise: they 
are examples of pure benevolence, that do honour 
to human nature; and eYer honoured and beloyed 
shall he be, who has the heart and the spirit to imi- ~ 
tate them. 

Mr. Sprague had already paid the bills I had 
drawn on him in Mog adore for my ransom, &c. and 
he now furnished me wiih provisions and stores, for { 

,,/ 
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my voyage home, I having determined to go by the 
fir,t vessel for the United States. The ship Rapid 
of New-York, Captain Robert Williams, being in 
readiness to sail for that port, I embarked in her, ace 
companied by Mr. Savage and Horace; Clark alld 
Burns having been previously accom modated on 
board the ship Rolla, Captain Brown, of Newbury­
;)(}rt, . that was to proceed to the United States by 
way of Cadiz. We set sail for our native country 
on tlce 2d of Februal'Y, 1816, >¥ith a fair bl'eeze, 
and 00 the. 3d were safe without the straits. 

As Gibraltar has been so frequently mentioned in 
my narrati,-e, a few descriptive observations re­
specting it may not be uninteresting to some of my' 
readers. GIbraltar is situated at the entrance of the 
Mediterranean Sea, and is attached to the continent 
of Europe by a low and narrow neck of sandy land, 
which. as it lies neither in Spain nor Gibraltar, is 
called the neutral ground. The rock appears to me 
to have been orlginally an island, and the beach, or 
neutral ground, to have been formed by the heaving 
up o[ sand and gravel from the Mediterranean Sea 
on the one side, and [rom the bay of Gibraltar on the 
other. The rock is about two miles in length froro 
nortn to south, and one mile in breadth [rom east t<> 
west. ft rises [rom the south point in abrupt cliffs, 
one abo\'e another, for about half a mile. wben it 

'" ""ames to its extreme height, whien is said by some 
to measure fourteen hundred feet, and by others, se­
venteen hundred feet from the surface of the watet": 
the top estends, in uneven craggy points, for about 
""e mile ts the north ward, when it breaks otT in one 

'1 
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and arrived in New-York on tbe 20th of March, 
1816, where I was recei.ved by my friends and fel­
low-citizens with demonstrations of joy and commise­
ration. I has.tened to Middletown, Connecticut, to 
visit my family, whom I found in good health. Our 
meeting was one of those that language is inadequate 
(0 (lescl'ibe. I spent only a week with them,our heart. 
beating in unison, and swelling with gratitude to G",cL 
for his mercies; when what r olVed to my friend 
Sprague, and the remainder of my fellow-sufferers, 
called me to the seat of.,~overnment. On my arri­
val in Washington, I was introduced· by the Hon. 
Samuel W. Dana, ~enator in Congress, to the Hon. 
James Monroe, Secretary of State, who received me 
in the most kind and feeling manner. T he Admi­
nistration paid from the Trea~ury my own and my 
crew'. ransom, thus far, amounting to one thol1$and 
Gight hundred and fifty-two dollars and fOdy-jive cents, 
and assured mc that provision should be immediately 
made to meet the amount that might be demanded 
for the remainder of the crew,. should they ever he 
found aliye. The Secretary, -together with many 
distinguished members of both houses of Congress • 
. advised me to ,publish a Narrative of my late disa>;; 
tel's, which I have faithfully perfoNned, and shall 
now · close my labours with a few brief remarks. 

I have spent my days, thus far, amidst the bustle 
and an~ieties inciclCnt to the life of a seaman and~ 
merchant, and being now fully persuaded that the 
real wants of human nature are yery few, and easily ,_ ~ 
satisfied, I shall henoeforth remain, if it is God's will. 
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in my native country. I have been taught in the 
school of adversity to be contented with my lot, 
whatever fut ure adversities I may have to encounter, 
and shall endeavour to cultivat~ the virtues of charity 
and universal benevolence. I have drank deep of 
the bitter cup of sufferings and wo; have been 
dragged down to the lowest depths of human degrada­

..ti.on and wretchedness; my naked frame exposed 
witho)l t shelter to the scorching skies and chill ing 
night winds of the des a!'!, enduring the most excruci­
ating torments, and groaning, a wJ'etched slave, under 
the stripes inllicted by the haods of barbarous mon­
sters, bearing indeed the human form, but unfeeling, 
merciless;1,nd malignant as demons; yet when near 
expiring with my various and ine~press i ble sufferings; 
when black despair had seized on my departing soul. 
amid the agonies of the most cruel of all deaths, I 
cried to the Omnipotent for mercy, and the outstretch. 
ed hand of Providence snatched me from the ja ws 
of destruction. Unerring wisdom an oodness has 
since restored me to the comforts of civilized life, to 
the bosom of my fami ly, and to the blessings of my 
native laod, whose political and moral institutions 
are in themselves the very best of any that prevail 
io the civilized portions of the globe, and ensure to 
her citizens the greatest share of personal liberty, 
protection, and happiness; and yet, strang~ as it 

~9t appear to the philanthropist, my proud-spirited 
and free countrymen still hold a million of the human 
species in the most cruel bonds of slavery; who are 

-,:""(l kept at hard labour and smarting under the savage 
~ l~sh of inhuman mercenary drivers. and in many 
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instances enduring besides the mi~eries of hunger, 
thirst, imprisonment, cold, nakedness, and even tor' 
tures. This is 00 pioture of the imagination ; for tho 
honour of human oa ture I wish its likeness were in­
deed no where to be found; but I myself have wit­
nessed such scenps in different parts of my owo coun­
try, anu the bare recollection now chi ll s my blood 
with horror. Auversity has taught me some nobb. 
lessons: I have now learned to look with comp'«ssion 
on my enslaved and oppressed fellow creatures, and 
my future life shall be devoted to thei r cause :- 1 will 
exert all my remaining faculti es to redeem the ensla­
ved, and to shiver in pieces the rod of oppression ; 
and r trust I shall he aided in th"t holy work by every 
good and every pious, free, and high-minded citizen 
in the community, and by the friends of mankind 
throughout the civilized world. 

The present situation of the slaves in our country 
ollght to aHl'aot an uncommon degree of commisera-
tion, and might be essentially ameliorated without 
endangering the public safety, or eyen causing the 
least injury to ind ividual interest. I am far from 
being of opi~ion that they shou ld all be emanoipated 
immediate ly, and at once. I am aware that such -a 
mC'aSllre woulJ not only prove ruinous to great num-
bers of my fe ll ow citizens, who are at present slave 
holders, and to whom this species of p)'oper!y de­
scended as nn inheritance; but that it would a~ 
turn loose upon the face of a free and happy country. 
a race of mell incapable of exe rcising the necessary ~--'\ 
occupations of civili zed life, ill such a manner as to I -:; 

ensure to themse lves an qone5t and comfor table sub-
,/ 
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,istence ; yet it is my earnest desire that such a plan 
should be devised, founded on the firm basis and the 
eternal principles of justice and humanity, and de­
veloped and enforced by the general government, as 
will gradually, but not less effectually, witber and 
extirpate the accursed tree of slavery, that has been 
suffered to take such deep root in our otherwise 

.-highly-favoured soil; while, at the same time, it shall 
put It out of the power of either the bond or the re­
leased slaves, or their posterity, ever to endanger 
our present 01' future domestic peace or political tran-

quillity 

Fl'iD OF THF.. NARRA'l'IVll, 
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APPENDIX. 

Observations on the winds, currents, o/c. in some parts oj ULe .dt~ 
iautie OCta7l, dtveloping the cawes of so many shipwrecks on the 1Ves~ 
Urn coast of Africa :···-a mode pointed ow for vi~-iting Ihe famous 
Ctty ~f 1'Qmbucioot, on the rilJer Niger, together widl some origi7laf. 
and '!tJiciulletters, 4·c. 4-c. 

BKING sarely at sea on board a good ship, and on my way to join 
my family. my mind was more tranquilized than it bad before been 
s ince my redemption. and J turneJ' my thoughts to the natural 
causes whicb had produced my late disaster. Upon taking a full 
view of tbe SUbjfct according to the best of my clIpacity. I felt 
com'inced that m,t only my own vessel was dri\fen on shore by a 
common c:urrent, but that most of the othe rs that are known to ha\'e 
been wreckeJ from lim~ to tim e on tbe same coast, bave been 
"perated upon by the same natural causes. In order briefly to il­
lustrate my position, 1 shall begin by stating, that to men who are 
conversant witb maritime affairs, and particularly practical na"i 
gators \vbo have for a number of years traversed tne Atlantic ocean 
to Madeira and tbe Canary Islands, Ine West Indies, or Cape de 
Verds j who bave sailed along tbe Alrican coast·---from thenc~ 
South-eastward tow<trds the negro or Guinea settlements, and to 
those who ha\'e been ~ccustomed to navigate towards the continent 
of South America, sail ing aloug the coast of Brazil, and between 
that coast and the West coast of Africa, and Norlh of the Cape 01 
Good Hope to the Equator. it is well known that when sailing 
Southwardly from Europe. near the coast of Arrica , and in fact 
nearly across the Nortbern Atlantic ocean, tbe trade winJs, as they 
are calleJ, set in and gene rally prevail, blowing from Nortb to N. 
E. or East rrom about latitude 32. N. on tbe African coast :----that 
fartLer westward, Ihf'y only begin in tbe latjtudes from 30. to £6. 
----in the last mentioned latitude near tbe coast of l\merica, they 
genualh" "olow frolO the N. E. to the parallel of 23. of North lati ­
tude, "ben they tum more to tbe EashV'ard as you gain tbe offing 
from the Arrican continent. The coast of Africa from Cape Spnr­
tel in Jatituue 3·1. 40, to Cape Blanco, in about latitude 33, tend~ 
about S. W. tbence about S_ S. W. to Santa Cruz de Berberia, or 
Agnder----the Southern and Westernmost port in the Empire at' 
Morocco. in about the latitude 30. N. and longi'ude 10. W. from 
London·---it then turns abruptly 011'10 tbe IN. S. W('stwardto C~pe 
Nun. and continues nearly tbe sa[Jle course, about \Y. S. 'V. with 

~ J:ttlc vari3.tion to Cape Bajador, about latitude 26. N, longitude 
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16. ' 'V.---The whole length of1his coast the \vind blows-either diag~ 
ooally, or direclly on shore perpetuaHy----tbe reason of this I 
take \0 be tha.t the Empire of Morocco west of the Alias ridr;e of 
mountains is "cry dry and very bot. hav ing few rivers, and those 
very small , during the greatest part of the year. T here arc no 
lakes of consequence, except one near Laresch, to cool the atmos­
phere, nor any ::.howers of rain, except in win teT, to refresh the 
thirsty cilrlh. From Santa Cruz west through what was formerly 
the lcingdom of Susc, it blow~ rigbt on shore, from the same causes 
opcri\ling in a st ron~er degree together, with a variation in the tend­
ing of tbe coast and thence to Bajador, and along the coast of the 
great desart to the latitude of 17. North, and tbe trade wind COD­

tinues to haul round, and actually near the land blows Eastward into 
the gulfof Guinea. T his desart is scorched for aboll t on~ half of 
the year by the rays of a vert ica l sun -ow- here nature denies tbe re­
freshing rains that fa ll in other reg ions; the smooth e,'en surface 
strongly reflecting the rapid sun's beams, wllile there are DO trees 
or other objects to intercept the rays and prevt'nt tlle most powerful 
3ccullluiarion of solar heat, which consequently becomes so elees· 
!'live during the day-time tbat it scorches like fire, and the air you 
breathe seems like the dry and ~ulfocating vapour from glowiug em­
bers: here the wind ceases in the day ·time, beil)~ literally con­
sumed by the sun; tbe whole surface tbus becomes heated and 
bnked in the day-time, and when the sun disappears from above tbe 
bor ii':oll, the cooling wi nd rushes on to the desart from tbe ocean to 
restore the equilib ri um of tbe atmosphere. 

The-seOl, breeze begios about six o'clock in the evening, and 
continues to increase gr:\dunlly all along Ihi~ coast until four o'clock 
in the morning. at which period it has risen to a strong gale, so 
that vessels navigating near the land arc frequently forced to take 
in al\ tbeir light sails by midnight, and to reef dol\'O snug before 
morning, wben it br.gills to lull a little, aDd about mid-day be­
comes ve ry moderate and sometimes quite calm. Every practica l 
m:m knows tbat the winds drj\'e a current belare them on the bosom 
of the ocean as well as along its shores, tbat becomes more or less 
strong in proportion as the g:\lc is light or he::n·y . and of long or short 
dtlfntioll. Or) Ihis const the current sets belaTe the wlIld aga inst 
the shore-ow-it there me~ts wi th unconquerable resistanb.,~, and is 
turned Southw:\rd: it iO) always felt from about Cape Blanco, (Iat 
33.) SOllthward, and grows st ronger and stronger until it pa5Se.9 
Cape B:\jador, because it is morc and more compressed----tbcll ce 
it strikes off, one part to the S. W. towards the Cape de Verd Is­
lands, and the remainder kE'eps along the cOast to Cape de V c rd~ 
whence it spreads itself towards the Equato r, Ilnd some part fol­
lows the windings of the coast round the gulf of Guinea. 

The S. E. tra.de wi nds which blow almost conti nually f{om the 
latitude of 30. S. in tb(l Alia.ntic Ocean to the Equator, and often to _ 
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\.he 5th degree of Northern latitude-these S. E. trades assist those 
hom the N. E. in beaping up the water in the equitorial region , 
wbcn both the N. E. and S. E. winds uni ting, blow from the east­
ward, bearing tbe whole mass of water on this surface tOlvards tbe 
A(ner ican continent: it st ri kes tbat continent to th e northward of 
Cape La Roque, between tbe parallels of 60 degrees south latitude 
and the Equator, on the coast of Brazil , whe re tb e coast turns to 
the lVestward ;--- -being much compressed, it runs strongly along th is 
const to the mouth of tbe migbty river Amazon, willi wbose current 
it is united and borne down along the coast of Cayenne, Surinam. 
anll Guyanna, receiving in its way a ll the waters brougbt against 
tb03e coasts by tpe constant trade-winds from tbe east and N. E., 
and all the great ri vers which flow in from th e soutbward, among 
wbich is tbe Oronoko, one of the longest on tbe continent of S6uth 
America, and that rolls, in the rainy season) an immen~e body of 
water to the ocean: I h:we ascended tbat river fi ve hundred miles. 
Tbe current rUIlS so stron g at times towards th e wcsl along this 
whole line of coast, ( which is mostly low land, and has principally 
been made on the sea-board by the allul-i al qualiti es of the waters 
in the ril'ers brought down by freshes, rrbicb are then tbick witb 
mud, like tbose of tile Missisippi) as to render it impossib le for any 
vessel to get to the windward or eastwarJ by bea ting asa inst tht: 
wind. Its velocity has been k nown to exceed three miJe:s an hOUL 

This great current is driven westward along the coast between it 
and the West India Islands, a grea t part of it enle'r ing the Gulf ~Jr 
Paria, soulh of.the Island of Trinidad , where it receil'cs. anJ in 
strengthened by the waters of the western branch of the Oronoko 
River i--~ -bere the higb Jaod, th at c\' jdcnLly jo ined lhi s island to thr, 
continent formerly , bas been bu rst 3!'uude r, perh .lps ilHipc( I 3S.s iste(l 
by an earthquake or some other convulsion of natu re: there ::!ore 
here sCI-eral passages for the current , l think, (ou r, (lor l "rite ell~ 
;irely from memory) through tbe same mounta in, which is of an 
equCl:l height on tbe islands and on th e contincnl, and the fr:'l.;ment. 
of rocks which ha,'c been torn out and roll ed away by tlli!> tremen· 
dous shock or current, leave no doubt in the mi nd 01' tbc IlI'uohkr 
or the reality of such an event. The widest passage is not more 
\h30 two miles over, the na.rrowest !lot more than ollc·[ou,thof .1 

mile: these passages are ca lled by the SpaniarJs, \lito first exp lored 
allli !:ictll ed th at part of the coun try . (as weB as the blanD of Tri~ 
nill ad, i, P. Trinity. ) L as Bacas del D ragon, 01 the D ragon'" 
1\1,)uths. Tbis body of water rushes through these pa::.Sages witl , 
such loree, that it is nest to impossible at times fur a 1:1st-S:.l i lin~ 
vesse l to enter against tb e current, with a strong trade witlJ in. her 
favour, and I have known manyvessels\ bound to Tr inidad, obhgf"d 
to bear up and try for the Leeward Island's., and sC3rccir alAe to fetch_ 
Hispanio la or J a.maica. This, witb wha t passes norlh~\'ard or 
Tnnidad_ i3 r ent in and forced agai nst the C:D1ni~h rq<~~t ('t Tl'r - p. 

:~ z 
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Firma, following its windings round the Bay of Hondtrras to Cape 
Catoche! by tbe constant trade winds which blow from tbe N. E. 
to east, they are tben driyen through between tbat Cape and Cape 
8t. Antonio, or the westt:rn part of the Island of Cuba into the Gulf 
of Mexico. From tbe similarity in tbe appearance of Cape Catoche 
and Cape St. Antonio, tbe lowness of the land on both sides, the 
strait tbat divides them being only about sixty miles wide, and 
the fact of soundings being found nearly or quite across the cban~ 
nel, it bas been thought, and with every probability of truth in its 
favour, that tbe Island of Cuba was once attached to tbis point of 
the continent, and tbe waters beaped up by the foregoing causes in 
that great bay south of Cuba, at some remote period broke over 
the low sandy land, tore it down, and formed for themselves a free 
Fassage into the great gulf of iVlexico. 

The circumstance of tbe Island of Cuba stretching nearly east 
and west about seven. liundred miles in length, and in many places 
very high. with tbe well-known fact of tbe powerful currents already 
mentioned setting in upon tbe coast south and west of it, and tbe 
constant easterly winds that prevail on its southern side, leaves 
very lillie room to doubt tbat these strong trade winds, opposing 
the passage of the current up the south side of that once vast penin­
sula, have raised them to such a pitch tbat tbey have formed a chan­
nel for themselves. This immense mass of water, thus forced into 
the Bay of Melico. runs to tbe N. W. to its northern border. and 
strikes that shore·a few leagues ,vest of the Missisippi river's mouth­
thence taking a circular direction round south tow<\rds Vera Cruz 
and along the south coast of the gulf, seems to lose itself near 
where it entered at Cape Catocbe. In sailing ill the gulf of 
Mexico. you meet with wbirlpoolsand ,,-ery strong currents in every 
part of it, sometimes setting one way, and sometimes aDother: the 
gulf being of a. circular form, there is no certainty in- the currents. 
During the summer months it is visited by tbe most dreadful squalls 
ofthunuerandligbtning. and by water-spouls that bave often des­
froyed vessels. Storms or hurricanes are also very frequent. and 
calms of a lr.onth or two often occur: bere that astonishing body of 
water i's joined by that of all the rivers tbat empty into tbe gulf, 
particularly those borne down by that father of rivers, the Missi­
sippi j-thus accumulatt::d and become much higher in the Bay 
of Mexico tban in any otber part of the Atlantic Ocean, it forces­
its way eastward between Cape Florida and the northern side of 
the Island of Cuba, until meeting the great bank of Bahama in its 
front, with its numerous keys and rocks, it is turned northwardly 
along the coast of Florida. Its velocity tb~re in the narrowest part. 
where it is only about forty Uliles wide, ha..s been ascertained (and. 
indeed, 1 bave known it mpelf) to exceed five miles an hour at 
some particular seasons. Alter leal·jog this Ilarrow passage, it keeps 
its c-ollrse nortbwardly, spreading a li ttle. as it proc6eds, .unlil i~ 
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strikes soundings off Savannah and Charleston-the coast tben 
narrows in its western edge again until it approaches Cape i-l alter:;as. 
wbere the st ream is not mo re than fifty miles broad, and frequently 
runs witb almost as gr~at rapidity as betlveen the Bahama Bauk 
and Florida shore . From Cape Hottteras i!s course is N. E. to tbe 
shoals off Nantucket Island and George's Bank, where its velocjty 
is about two mi les an bour; these obstructions give it a more 
easterly direct ion, unti l it strikes the Great Bank of Newfoundland 
in the latitude of 42 , N . 0& thereabouts: here it meets with tbe 
resistance oftne bank, and is turned by it to tbe E. S. E. There is in 
th is pa rt of the ocean a current wbi.ch perpetually ~ets from the 
northward,south -eashvardly along the east coast of Newfoundland; 
it is this current which brings from th e coast of Labrador and ' 
Hudson's Straits tile isl ands of ice that are so oOen met with by 
ships on and about tbe Grand Newfoun dland Bank in tbe first part 
of the summer , aDd which bave proyed fatal to so many ships and 
their crews: tbe appearance of these islands proves beyond a 
possibility of doobt the existence of that current, which pre:ssing 
upon, is joined to tbat of tbe Gulf Stream aDd the whole sets away 
together towards tbe- Azores, or Western Islands, at the rate of froDl 
one to two and a half miles an hour :-tbis current is felt by all 
vessels bound from the United Sta tes to the Western Islands and 
Madeira, or the Canaries, tbat sail in the parall els of the Azores) 
which all those vessels bound to Madeira, the Canaries, or the 
coast of Spain and Portugal, and the Mediterranean Sea, generally 
do. Tbose vessels tbat make the 'Vestem Islands when- bound to 
Europe generally feel it until tbey lose sigbt of those Islands; wb~n 
in standing away for the northern or central pariS of Europe tbey feel 
it no more. and it has tberefore generally been thougbt to lose 
itself near tbe Azores in the ocean, This is a mistake-for jt 
continues its course for tbe coast of Africa , making no account of 
the is land of Madeira; though tlle most of it passes northward of 
tbat island in a soutb-easterly direction, and strikes the African COD­

tioent from Cape Blanco to tbe latitude of 29° No rth. 'When it 
comes near this coast, it is again contracted as it feels the effects of 
the trade winds near tbe coast, and rushes forward at times with 
great velocity against the CO:lst between Cape Blanco aod the 
island of Lanzarote, tbe nortbern and easternmost of tbe Cao:lrY 
Islands, being att racted) as it were, by the vacuum occasioned by 
the Ir:lde winds and currents which ba\'e been before Iloliced, 
and which have in a me<tsure drained th e waters from the coast, 
and the continuation of the Gulf Stream increasing in "elociti, 
restores the waters nearly to :b~ir fonner level, wbich still are kept 
10lling afollg before the wind, against and along the coast towardS, 
tbe Equator, anu are again dri,'en by the same causes to the coast or 
America into the Gulf ofl\lexico and back again, in what!s usua lly 
te rmeu the Gulf Str~am to the coasts ofW('~t and South Barbar.vl 
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,making their continua] round. Ships bound from Europe, s.ay 
England, France, Holland, &C. to tbe West indies, the Cape 
de Verd Islands, the coast of Guinea, Brazi!s, or Iodia voy­
ageli, or to tire west coast of America, generally steer 
southward along tbe coast of Portugal, JlutU Ibey cross the 
mouth of the strails of Gibraltar, where if tbey meet 
witb southerly winds, they are drawn towards the coast of 
Africa by a small indrafl setting towards tbe strait, where a cur­
rent always runs in j for the waters of .the rivers ,,"bich empty into 
the mediterranean Sea ,He not sufficient to supply tbe Joss from eva­
porations rendered necessary in order to moisten in some measure 
tbe parched eartb and sand Oil its southern border, and to cool the 
heated ~tmosphere, and support by dews the scanty vegetation on 
the coast, during the greater part of the year, where no rain falls 
except a little in winter j so that tbe su rface of the Mediterranean 
Sea is ziways lower than that of the :'ldjoining Atlantic. The sam", 
causes, \' iz. great e\'aporatiolls, lend also to reduce the quantity of 
water" in the open ocean near the west coast of Africa, .and parti­
cularly that pa rt bordering on the desart, where very little or no 
rai n eyer falls, and the smooth surface of which, baked almost as 
hard as stone by tbe heal of a vertical SUIl, is dur ing tbe night in 
some Jegree refreshed by the strong winds and vapours whicb come 
from tbe sea, as belore noticed. These rea:sons, together with the 
facl-s wh ich 1 have before stated, demonstrate to my understand · 
ing, satisfactorily, that in the offing all along this coast, the water 
must incline towards it, contrary to any general principle of cur­
rents j and this is pro"ed, if ally doubt did exist, by tbe vast nu m· 
ber of \'esse ls that h:'lve from time to time been wreGlied on these 
wild and illllo~pitable sllOrcs, generally Dear Cape Nun, and from 
thence to Cape Bajallor, and as far south as Cape de Verd. Shi ps 
from Europe bound round the soutbern Capes of Africa and America, 
generally stop at nhdeira- or Teneriffe for refreshments, and' are 
not unfrequently obliged to run for Madeira after they get in its la· 
tituue, and their reckoning by account is up one, and sometimes 
two degrees westward before they find that island j when, hall they 
kept all the courses which they wou ld naturally have steered. to 
(I;<lch TenerilTe, they would bave been suck~d or drawn in by tbe 
currents between Lanzarote and Cape Cantin, and driven ashore 
near Cape Nun before they could suspect they had re~cbed tbe la­
titude of tbat island, and in th~ firm belief that they were 'lear the ' 
longitude of Tellerifre, and consequentJy two hundred and fifty 
llliles from tbe coast where they in fact, arc, and wbere no human 
effort can save them from either perishing in (.be sea, or becoming 
slaves to the Bereberiest 1\1oors, or Arabs, who inhabit this coun­
try, Most me rchant vessels steer courses that ought to carry them 
within sight of the Canary Islands when bound to the southward. 
or from the strait of Gibralte.r; they generally e~periell~e a 
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southerly current after passing the Iatituue or Cape Blanco, and 
ha\!e a fair wind when near tLe coast) with thjck ha;ty weather, so 
that they cannot get an altitude of the sun: this is a sure sign tbey 
arc in the S. E. current, over whicb hangs a vapou r similar to tbat 
obo:e n 'ed m'er the Gulf Stream near tbe American Continent, and 
when these portend ing signs occur they sbould stand directly on" 
,v. N. W. or N. W. until they reach the longit ude of Made ira, 
aDd neYer pass the latitude of Teneriffe or Palma, wiluout see ing 
:lnc of them. Nea r these Islands the atmosphere is more clear, 
anti Ibey can be seen from sixty to one hundred miles distant in 
clear weather. J am particu lar in advising those sbjp.masters who 
are bouml that way, by all mean s to make the Island of Made ira: 
it takes them but lillie ou t of their route, and from tbence they will 
be ~ure of mlking Teneriffe or Palma, in steering the regula r 
courses, whell by due precaution against indraughts southward of 
those Islands, they aro icl the dangers of this terrible coast, arid tbe 
J re3Jfu l sufferings or deaths which :'tn-ait a ll tbat are so unfortunate 
:)'1 to he wrecked on them: I h:lve learned from a lo ng exper ience 
in trading ::IIlJ nav ig:'ltiug from Europe as wdl as America, to the 
.:'Iladeira and Canary Islands , to the coast of Brazil and South 
Ame n ca in genera l, thence northward across the southern Atlantic. 
al) along tile coast of Guyanna and Terra Firma, from the ri ver 
Amazon to !he Bay of Honduras, through the passages between 
Triniuad and tbe Main , Ca pe Catoche and tbe lsland of Cuba-in 
the gulf of MeXICO, and III the M lSS lS1PPI RIver, to Cuba i-through 
th(' Gulf Stream backwards and forwards--a long the coasts of F lo 
rida to and from different ports in the United Slates, thence to and 
from all the West Iudia Islands, and to and from almost every part 
of Europe, and I can assert, without fear of contrad iction from any 
pradical man, that the particu lar currents l have here men tioned 
Jo in reality ex ist in all tbose parts of tbe ocean. I bal'e endea .. 
vOllred to find out their causes, aud now gi,e tbe reader those I 
j udge to be the correct ones-I presume no man ever took more 
.rains to examine and ascertain the facts on whicb tbi s theory is 
10undeJ i baving tried tbe currentswhene\'er I bad an opportunity. 
in tHtTcrent parts of tbe Atlantic, and very few men have had bette r 
opportunilies: bow far I have succeeded, must bereafte r be deter~ 
milled. 

When I took my departure from Cape Spartel bound to the Cape 
de VcrJ hlands on my last voyage, 1 stee red W. N. \Y. by com­
pa'3s, until twat Cape bore E. S. E. distant tcn or twel ve leagues, to 
gi\ c tbe coast a good birth i then I shaped my course W. S. \v. 
nntl took care to have the vessel always steered a lit tle westward of 
her course-'!'he was a "ery fast sai ler , and steered extremely easy, 
and what litlle she J jd Yary from her cout:Se was to the westward : 
we bad a constant fair wind, and generally a good breeze, and 
Wf'r~ on l~ three days uortbward of tbe Canary islands. I had 
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frequ<:!ntly tried tbe compasses on tbe outward bound passage, and 
found them to be correct, their variation being no more than is ge~ 
nerally calculated. i. e. nearly t\t"Q points about the straits of 
Gibraltar i I therefore made all the allowance I could suppose ne~ 
ce!'Sary, and my courses steered ought to baye carried my. vessel 
to the westward of T eneriire ; but I was near tbe coast, and the in­
draught, 60 strong, setting at the rate of at least two miles an hour 
E. S. E. or two and a balf S. E. that my vessel was carried by it 
out of her course in three clays nearly two hundred miles directly 
east broad·side towards Africa. and she must have entered the pas­
sage between Lanzarole and Fuertavcntura (tbe easternmost of toe 
Canaries) and tbe coast of Africa, and so far from tbe Islands, that 
we could not discover them, though the Island of Fuertaventura is 
very high. The current here ran more to the south, sweeping my 
vessel along wifh great rapidity towards Cape Nun and the coast­
but my coursr. being so far westward, 1 was carried by tbe help of 
the current, wh ich is turned by the coast to S. W. near to the pitch 
of Cape 8ajador, before 1 could suppose it was possible that we were 
neilr it. 

Of the great number of vessels wrecked on this part of the coast, 
very few get as far down j almost all go on shore near Cape Nun, 
and before tbey believe themselves, in tbe latitude of Lanzarote, 
being d rawn in by this fatal current aud indraught, when they 
tbink they are far to the westward, and arc many times on tbe 

.look·out for 'fenerilfe. The weather is always extremely thick 
o.nd foggy alon g, this coast within ·the vortex of this current. If the 
crews of vessels, even ill the dny.time, discover lemd to leeward, 
westward of Santa Cruz de Berberia, as it teuds in some places 
nearly east and west, having al ways a strong wind, swell. and 
current, right on shore, and a tremendou~ .sea rolling on, it is next 
to impossible for the fastest sailer (0 escape total destruction by 
running on shore, where the crew must either miserably perish in 
the sea, starve to death aller landing, be massacred by, or become 
sJav~s to the ferocious inhabitants, tile most savage race of meo, 
perhaps to be found in the universe. These barbarians know and 
obey no law but their own will; their avarice alone sometimes 
prompts them to save the lives of their fellow mortals wheD in tbe 
deepest distress, in the hope of gaining by tbe sale tIle labour or 
tbe future nmSOlll of their captives, wbom tbey say God bas placed 
in their hnnds;ts a reward for .some of their virtues or good actions; 
and it is a sacred duly they owe to themselves, as well as to the Su­
preme Being, to ru::lke the most tbey can by them. Not less tban 
six American vessels are known to have been lost on this part of the 
coast since the year 180U, besides numbers of English, French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, &0. \Vhich arc also known to have been 
w recked there, aud no doubt many otller vessels that lIen;:. r have 
heen beard from-b1.lt it is ani." ..'\mcricans aml Engli:4amcn thet 
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are ever ,hea"rd from afler- the first news of th e shipwreck. T he 
Frenco, Spanish, Portuguese , and Ita lia n governments, it is said , 
seldom ransom their unfortunate sbip\vrecked subject.9, and they are 
thus doomed to perpetual slavery and misery-no friendly hand is 
c \'er stretched fo rtb to rel ieve their distresses and to heal their 
bleeding wounds, nor any voice of humanity 10 soothe their bitter 
p:mgs, till worn ' out with sufferings not to be described by mort;)} 
man, they resign tbeir souls to the God \\"ho ga ve toem, and launch 
into tbe eternal worl d with pleasure, as death is ine only relief 
from their sufferings. 

I cannot omit 10 inform my readers, that on the 1st of Jrtnuary, 
18W, when in Mogadore, I went in company with nIr. \Vill shire" 
to pay a complimentary "isit to Don EstevO'In Leonardi, an olt.! 
man. a Genoese by birth, wbo bad li ved a long time in Mogadore 
-be has , I was informed, exercised tbe functions of Frencb Vice­
Consu l tbere for a number of years-he received us wi{h the com­
pliments of tbe seaSOD; congratu lated me coldly on my redemp­
lion from ~lavery j inquired some particulars, &c. &c. afte r wbich~ 
and when we had refreshed ou rselns with a glass o r wine, be told 
tr\e , that "about the yeaTS 18 10, 1 J, he received a long letter from 
Buse, brougbt to bim by an ArJb, wri tten by 0. F renchman: tb i!'! 
s tated tbat tbe writer and anotber Frenchman, whom he named, 
had escaped rrom a prison in 'rene riffe a Cew weeks previously. 
where tbey had been long confined as prisoners of war j tbat th e.\­
sto le an open boat in the night, and se t sail in the hope of esca­
ping from tbe Spania rds, who hO'ld treated them wi lL g(ea t harslr 
ness and crue lty, that they steered 10 tbe eastward , expecting to 
land on the Goasl of Morocco, where they trusted they might regain 
the ir liberty , and ge t borne through th~ aid of tbe French Consuls; 
tbat they made the coast of Suse, and landed a few leagues belo\\' 
Santa Cruz or Agader, after great sufferings and hardships. where 
they were seized on as slaves. and st ri pped naked; and tbe letter 
concluded by begging of bim to ranS()m them , and thus soye tbe 
Ij \'es of two unCortunate lDen, who must otherwise soon pedsh) &c~ 
&c.- but, sa id Leonardi, 1 had no orders from Ihe Consul-General 
to expend money on account oC his government, and accord ingly 
persuaded the Arab who brought tbe letter to stop with me a fe\> 
Jays-his price was two hundred dollars for tbe two, and he;> was 
tbeir sole proprie tor. In the mean time I sent off a Courier ex­
press to Tangier, for orders from the Consul-Gener::tl , who retmo­
ed at the end of thirty-five days, with lea\'e to pay one hunured 
dollars a man for them, but no olher expenses. The Arab stayed 
Sneen days with me, and then retu rned home in. d isgust i he 
could not believe I would ransom them, as I did not do it imme­
lliately i Lut wben my e~press retu rned from Tangier, giving me 
Jea\'e to buy them, I sent a Jelv down with the money to pay their 
ransom, but n'hcn he rame to their master, be wnllirl not sell them 
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at his former price, for be said he had found them to be mechanics, 
and demanded three hundred dollars for the two, or one hundred 
:and fifty doll ars each. The Jew said, be saw the men j they were 
llaked, hard at work, and appeared to be much exhausted, very 
miserable, and dejected :- he might have bought one for one hun­
dred and fifty dollars, but would not, as be had no orders to do so. 
'When the Jew was about to return, their master told bim if he 
went away without the men, and tbe Consul wall ted tbem, be must 
pay four hundred dollars for them :-now on the Jew's arrival at 
Mogadore with this news, (continued Leonardi,) I sent off another 
express to Tangier, who brought back Jea\'e to pay the four hun­
dred dollars, at (he same time cautioned me not to make any fur~ 
ther expenses on their account. I sent down tbe four bundred 
dollars to Suse again, and ordered the messenger to buy one, jf he 
could not get both j but their masler said, be had been played 
with and deceived until that time j that if I wanted them, I must 
pay jive hundred dollars, and that lie would tben e:tcort them up 
lO Swearab, ana be answerable for their safety until they arrived 
there, but he would not take tbe four hundred dollars, nor would 
he separate them ; and so tbe messenger returned without tbem. 
Tbe negotiation bad already taken up Dear a year. 1 have ex~ 
pended (said he,) about two hundred dollars that I sball never get 
again, and 1 suppose the men are dead, as I have not heard from 
them since." This, if not in the precis"e words, \Vas the substance 
of what be said, and 1 could scarcely suppress the indignation I 
felt at this 'recital, nor avoid contrasting tht:: bebayiour of this man 
with that of my noble friend Willshire. This old man is very 
rich; has no family but himself, and is one of the most zealous 
Christians, in professions at least, in B9.tbary; but a sordid wretch, 
who never knew the pleasure arising from the consciousness of 
11aving done a good deed. 

\'Vhile I remained at Mogadore, a schooner arrived there, as I 
have before observed, froD;l Gibraltal": she was a Genoese vessel, 
but sailed under English colours, as the King of Sardinia was· at 
"war with all the Barbary powers, or at least they were at waI 
lVHh him :-the captain, officers) and crew, were Genoese and 
Spani ard~. She had been more tban twenty days on her passage 
from Gibraltar, having been can jed by the current down , the coast 
below Santa Cruz or Agader. The captain told me, be must inev"i­
ta bly bave gone ,ashore near Cape Nun, had not God in bis mercy 
favoured him with a south wind, out of the usual course of nature, 
on that coast, when he was close to tbe land: he had been beatiug 
for three days against the trade-wind, nearing the coast every day) 
3 11d could not fetch off either way, tbough his vessel was a fast, 
.sailer, and only in ballast trim. He arrived at Mogadore about 
the 1st of December, after the wind bad been blowing strong, 
wi th some min from the south. for four day~ : it is only in D('w 



APPENDIX • 

... emher and Janua ry th"t these winds occur, :md always brillg a 
!tofm with them, either of winJ or rain: this scboont-r was tl.Je 
\e'-se! in which my seconJ mate anJ three men went round from 
Jlogadure [0 GibraltJ T. 

1\~ the geogr<lphv of Ibat part of Africa lyine,: ill the eCjualorial 
region:; C:l"l\v:lI'J of IIt:l1 extcnsil'e ridge of mountains which bor­
der::> ilS \\f::-Iern et);:! ... t rrom the latituJe 18. N. to the Congo 
){ivpr, <'l:od we~tward of the mOllntains of the Moon in whicb the 
\'" ile ha ~ ils source::;, has e~citeJ much speculation and interes t in 
the jeanH-d world, (though it JoC'!s not come ~trictly within my pro­
"il1c<'.) J will, nc"crthr:1e~s. make a ft'w urief ob-crvations on the 
practicability of f'xploTln~ those hillwrto. unkn\.wn olunrries. in the 
hope tb.'ll they m"y hereafte r be useful. 1\:1.1 fir:-.t. it is my de­
('iJed opinion. th<lt 01""1 Europ('an or ci\·;lil.eJ armed force, how­
ever brp;e or wl.'"l1 o.ppnioted, C(l.n eve r pell~tr~ te far into tlw inte­
rior of the<;e wilJ and dismal recesses bv land. either from tbe 
shor~s of th~ ·\tlant4c ocean. or the Mediterranean Sea; because 
an arlll)' on such all e'ppoilioll, w(,uld not (lilly ha\·e to C'Jlcouoter 
powerful h()~ts of Sl\·<l~e CI1crnies .'\t (>\er) turn, and undl'I"1!." tbe 
sen'r(>sl prin\lion .... rl\i~ uc:j , and h·lrl!~bip~. i III would besiJe:-. h· ve 
to encolllder 1be r.'l,!!illC: heat (If lid .. "I·IHI ]'ill~ climate) surpassing 
any thin!:! tf)f>Y m:ly e\ er ll3\"c e'pC'!ri.·pcd. and the p,-stijt'ntiaJ 
disorders in('iul'nt therdo :- these .:irCl!f(d nt:es hk(:.Tl t{l.!;"(;lher, 
coulJ scarcely fail to prndllce its total anniililatiuu in a ~bort period. 
anr:ltbus fru~tra te thl": boldest and best planueJ milita.ry attempL­
hHJi\·iJual bra\'e ry. entnprise, skill, and prudence,. in the on.li­
na ry way. by travelling unprotecteJ, are al~o. in my opinion. en­
tirely llIwCjuol to the ta<:k, and sUl.h enlerpri:.( s HiW=t, I think, al ­
ways prole abort;\,(,'. Something mi,!!,ht. perhaps. be Jone by 
hlack Ira I· pliers, n:'ltives of lh:lt coul1try, tutored expressly for that 
purpose, and st"nl off sill!'!;ly from diO~r(>nt s:aliODS anJ on different 
routes; but on-ing to thejr confil1ed cJuC;i"tion and particular train 
of ideas . Ilothing I'f'r), ,·aluable c01uld be ('speded from their re­
!earches. Stearn Boats strongly built, and of a suitable C(lmltruc­
t ion. well armed and appointed, might ascenJ tile ril'e r Con):?:o, 
(WhlCh 1 am induced from m:llly cunsiJerations to believe is the 
outlet of the rn·er ),'iger,) and tT<I!liC up that riq"r, m.tking impor­
tant Ji~co\<'ries; Lut the whole of their officc,~. as well as:"IlI tbe 
men employed on board the-Ill, shoulJ Iltst be inured to such eli­
m(l.:f'S, alld bf' penolls "ccustomed to fatigues, prin.lions, Lard­
slHps. anJ suilcrillgs; :100, au(,I'e all, should 1Jf' guided by tbe 
gre;t1('~t degrN' of humall prudence. A "bin and ,'ery simple 
mdhud lor ,·j~iting Tombuctoo in safety, and rdllroing again, 
mi~ht be poinled out by either the Anlf'rirarl or Enr:;li-.h Consuis 
resiJil1g: ;11 Tangier, A!~iers) Tunis, or Tripil li :-to <lccompl ish 
thi! jonJrn..:.\', tilt· tran·lIer, after bt"iog .~. l,v CJlli1ifitd, h· ~ <mJ ..... to 
become a sla.ve by his Q\'t'll consent, and a. secret unde~lauJin, 

4 .. 
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with his hired m3ster i being bargained 3'IVay by the Consul to 
one of tue principal 1l1crcbants trading to that city in "the yearly 
QaraVallS, and whQ might be induced to enler into the project for 
an ample remuneration. 

I h,~we been indoceu to publish the follo\'ving letters, because 
they relate to, and throw some light on the suhject of my late dis· 
asler, &c. anu contain some information respecting that part of 
my crew who W(>TC left in slavery on the great De~art. W illiam 
Porter was redeemed by my invaluable friclJd, 1\1r. Willshire, and 
arrived in Mogadore, October 18th, 1816:-he landed in Boston on 
the 11 tb of December following. from the brig Adriano of Dux~ 
bury, capt<lin R. Molley, direct from Mogadore, and is now with 
me in New·York. 

These a.re private and friendly lette rs, and were never intendei 
for publication by their respective writers. 1 must rely, therefore, 
on tueir good- will anti fl'licildship to exc;t]se me for the liberty I 
take in giving them to the public. 

J11ogadore, March ] 0, 18 1 G~ 
l\h' DEAR. SIR AND BROTHER, 

The perusal of your several favours of the 21st and 23l 
January, from Tongiert and 1st and 2d February, from Gibraltar, 
afforded, and will continue to produce as long as the sun enllghtens 
my days, a serenity of mind, an inexpressible something that I 
have oe\'er he fore Jell; a kind of thrilling pleasure unmixed with 
the usual biller draught genera!:y altend;'tut on the occurrences of 
mortals in this world. 1n rescuing you from the bands of the 
Arabs, 1 haye raised up a frielld, and 1 am more tban doubly 
repaid for my exe(tions (a common act due from ooe fellow~Ctuis­
tian to .anolhN) by the kind and overwhelming expressions of 
arntitude contnined tn your letters, and the prayers of a good maD 
for my future welfare; a reward above all pri,<e. Your letters will 
3\W"YS be dear to me, as written by the iriend of my heart, anti. 
preserved amoll~ my family leiters. 

Our fj'it>nd, Mr. Sinlpson, informs me you sailed on the 2d ult. 
in the ship Rapid, for New York-may tbe Ruler of the w;:\ves 
befriend her, and give her a si\fe aud quick voyage, and grant to 
you a happy meeting with your family and friends. 

011 the 30th January I rf'ceived news of an Eoglish vessel being: 
wrecked on Cnve NUll; the crew and passengers consist of twcllty­
ont>o In consequence of the orders of 1\{r. Green, ond the mer~ 
chants being called up to Moroclio with their annual presents, I 
went on the pnrt of the Christians. and for the purpQse of mak iug 
all application to his imperial Majesty. 1 succeeded in obtaining 
hili I1bjcsty 's letter to the gove rnor of Tarudant, with orders to 
purcbase them; it unfortunately happens, that between ,bim and 
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Sidi Ishem (tbe Moor who bas eighteen of them in his 'Possession ,) 
there exists a mortal hatred, and I am now fearful tbat Sidi lsbem, 
:ooner ,than se ll the Christians at my price, will dest roy them, or 
ImmedIately march them into the Desa rt j or at least three or four 
months will elapse before they are redee med j when had I orders 
to pa.'" the ransom money. (say three thousand live hundred dol­
Jars,) I could bring tbem all up in eight or len days. 

,I am obliged to close tbis withou t atlding several subjects I 
Wished to dilate upon, in consequence of Mr. O'Sullivan's being 
ready to go on board, and hltends to sail thi s afternoon. 

I remain, with sentiments of tbe greatest esteem, &c. 
WILLIAiIl WILLSHIRE. 

~. S. On re-perusing what I have written, I discover I have. 
Gmltted to mention any (hing respecting the remainder of your 
crew-l han! not heard from Sidi Hamel since YOlI left this p l<lce. 
~or ha\'e I recei"ed the least information respecting: tbem: 1 trust 
to Goli lioon to b~ar of them, when 1 will give you the earhest in­
formation of the same.-Rais bel Cossim, Nabory, Bel AIooden, 
~c_ all beg tbeir remembrances. Yours, &c_ 

W.W. 

)lv DEAR UR, 

~Pr1ogadore, Jlpril14, 1816. 

J had the sat isfact ion on the 10lh ult. by (I vessel bound to 
!)Tew-York, to write you a few lines, covering a Voc3bulary of the 
Arabto language, and under the cbarg;e of iIlr . O'Sulli" al1. 1 for­
warded tbe feutheri g iven to you by Sidi Hamet, to ~vbich [ took 
the liberty of adding s ix othe rs, and which r bope wi ll arri'-e sflfc. 
and meet you in the midst of your family, enjoying bealth, liberly~ 
and content. 

Kno~ving the very great interest you have to hear of the reietlse • 
• r a probability of the redemption of your remaining fri ends and 
companions in distress, it is to me a source of the truest pleasure to 
be able now to inform you, that four or your crew are now supposed 
to be n.ear Widnoon. Two days ago 1 received a scrap of paper, 
signed H'"illiam Porter, dated from the same place j Lut as he can 
scarcely write his name, I obtained no information from him ; nor 
does he inform me of any but himself being there :-It j;, through 
the medium of travellers from th ose parts, that [ learn three perw 

sons call ing tbemseh' es Americans are ill tbe neighbourhood or WjJ~ 
noon. I ha\'e forw\\rded orders down to pu rch::lse them if pos~ible 
at one bund red dollars per man, or a few dollars more; tbe only 
step I could pursue , as 00 sum is menlioned. 1 shall obtain an an-
8'Yer in twE.'live or fifteen days, when I sball be able to for~ an o~i­
nwn of the probable cost, and when it is likely they will ob tam 
their liberty. I wrote a consolatory letter to Porter, assuring him 
of my best exertions being used in his behalf. 
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The affa ir of the Brit ish brig Surprise, which J informed you of 
in my Ia~t! that i:;. a~ it respects the redemption of the crew, is 
110winIJo/;'lul in u ma~" <f dilftculties; the amount demanded lor 
ei~bteel1 pe!solls being upw ards of se\'eu thou:sand dollars. T his 
~um' the (Jovt-wnr of Tarucl,ult is not indin('d to pay fo r them, uo­
til be TI'ceiv('!:' Ib- instructions from bis 1mperial.ilitljr:sty, woo 1 am 
C(!rl a)1l will 00\ <ll!,II;'f' to pay so exorbitan t a price; and the effect 
W1!' he. bis mflje!"!y will countermand the orders gi"cn , and they 
must eventually be TNlet'rned by British funds. His Excellency 
tht' GO"crnoracknowledf!,e<; it is not in his power to obtain themby 
force. as they are nM a.,llhi'l the juriJriictum oJ (he Emperor. The 
first cost to their prf'sent owner was four thousand sel'ell hundred 
dollars j on which amoun( he demand:; fifty per cent. profit. They 
might now hAve becn on their W<l.y to Enghmd, if the uusiuess had 
nol l'een taken olH of my ba nds by his MAje;;ty and the orders of 
tlw Consul.General, A.S the owner of them offered them to me at the 
first cost. say fuur thousand five hundreu dollars, and would have 
been cont(.>nted 10 receiYe for his trouble a douhle·barrellcd gun, 
and a little tea anu sugar. The business b~ing in the hands of tbe 
.Mugizene, (mercllants) natives of Suse. is Jrnlley bezej, (bad 
enough). It is now impossible to determine wbat length of time 
tbe captivity of those uniortunate men may be extended to, These 
circum~l:mces will, 1 hope, be sufficient tn demonstrate tbe truth of 
my or,jllion, .50 often expressed on thi!; subject. 

1 sball feel greully obliged by your communicatiolls 00 the suc­
cess of your application to your government on the su~iect ot your 
own capth'ity, anJ of rhe fuluTe footing on which tbe redemption of 
Americ:m citizens ill sJa' Ny in th is country is to be est-ablished. 
1 am eagerlyanJ ;'lIlxiou!Sly eX\lectin~ to bea r, [ trust, of your safe 
arrival amongst your frienJs and countrymen, -as the interest 1 feel 
for your future welfare and pro~perity will alwaye; be near my 
Ilear!. I cannot enjoy tbe smiles of fortune (if tbey are ever so 
'kind 3S to attend me in my paSS<.lge through this life) without I 
know my friend is blessed with them also, 

l beg to inform you~ in the hope yOIl may feel \:Ill inducement to 
,'i~it tbis country, not on ly as a probable source of prout. but f(Om 
a wish of aga in inhaling the breezes where you first found yourself 
at liberty, both in body <lnu mind, tilat our market is, again im­
provin~, &c. 

With best respects to your friends and acquaintances. :l.lld m 
particular to ruT. Savage, 1 subscribe myself, with sincerest regard 
~nd friendship, 

Your very obedient sen'ant. 
WILLIAM WILLSHIRE. 

Captain James Riley, 
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T angin, 27th .april, 1816. 
Sift, 

I have not ea r! it" r acknowledged the receipt of your favour, 
da ted Gib ralta r, ht Februa ry, desi rous of being able to give you 
~ome s:lti~ factor.r inLellit(ence regardi ng tbe men wbom circumstan­
ce" compelled ),o u to s('parate from on tbe Dcsa rt. Until yester­
Jay, not any tid ings or tbl:rn h:ld reacbeJ me.-Mr. 1Yillsbire, in 
h i~ leUd of the 13th tbis month, <td \';ses Ole he bad received from 
, Vi dnoon a Il!lte w ritten by Will iam Porter , but such as did not 
alforJ any informat ion respectiug his fe llow ~ufferers, as tbe poor 
man ~eenls to be but an inJiflero-nt ~cribe. Mr, Wilt:shire adds, 
" ( t hon-(',er affords U'''' th(', sincere.,t plea~u re to acquaint you that 
by intelligence frool Muorisn acqu?.ltllanCeS, I ba\'e rece i\'ed news 
that tbe re are three others in tbat neighbourhood. >! 

Mr, Wil!l>hire had already taken th e necessa ry measures for tbe 
redemption of the four-had hl' knol\ n tbe names of the three be 
woull1 haH> uu·ntiont:d them. (0 a f(ow ua) s 1 may expect to re­
ceil (0 further intelligence, at the rl:turn of an express I scnt to tbat 
gcntlelll<11l Oil the 3d instant. I Ulust, in the mean time, tell you, 
tbat J \'e ry mudl dreaJ \\e ~haJ1 bave Jifficullies to encounter, in 
regard to the rate of Tt'uernplion, tJecause of Ib~ unguarded (tl1ougb, 
it mUSI be admittetl. ve ry nalUr::t l) COll,tnct of the passengers who 
were on board the Glasgow brig, in making great promises, in the 
view of accelerating their emallc ipation , These, and fil'e seamen , 
bad a/featly unfo rtunately fallen into tbe baoJs of Sid! [<:bem; be 
w as eudea,"ouring to obtain poS!'essioo of tbe remainder , and bad 
demanded of the Governor of Tarudallt better tban se\'e}l thousand 
dollars for the se\'enteen pe rson!. Shou1d be not be au thorizeu by 
the EHlpc ror to pay this sum, I ~m persuaded the ow ners of tbe 
b rig will do it, rather tban allow thei r relations to contioue in the 
deplorable situfllioll you so well know. It malters not from wbat 
source tbis "ilbouus demand may be satis6ed; the e\'eot will ope­
rate for n time againsl the liberation of Christians in similar si­
tuations at tbe u;-ual 1"31("S. It grieves me to think tbat we run the 
risk of being m:lde early pa rtakers of that lXIore than probable COIl­
sequence. so mudl to be deplored . 

My family are thankful tor your remembrances) and encharge 
me to assure you of their good wishes. 

Ct'ptai" J amiS Riley, 

Dh- DEAR. SIR, 

1 am, with regard, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servan t, 

JAMES 8 IMPSON. 

JJlogaaore, May 6, 1816. 

I had th.e pleasure €In tbe 14th ult. of informing you of fou t 
men of the crew of the late brig Commerce being Deat Widnoo!l. 
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I have since received a letter from William Porter, who acquaint­
od me of Archibald Robins being one of tbern j the names of the 
olhers he does not allude to, nor tbat they aTe in tbe \'icini ty-it b 
very unfortunate that he scarcely knows bow to write, and I can 
bardly make out bis lette rs. 

I am sincerely sorry to obsen'c, that Porler menticms two men 
to have unfortunately died, and "ho have gone to U tbat boume 
from wbelJce no traveller returns;" but wMm, when, and where, 
he does not state. 1 am still inclined to be lieve, that tbe four [ 
first mentioned, are ill the neighbourbood of Widnoon, as I have 
received scw;'ralletters from those parts, in all of which four Ame­
ricans are stated to be in that vicinity. As the abol'e circum~ 
stances, if made public, will only be tbe cause of regret to the 
friends in general of those unfortunate men, 1 consider it advisable 
Dot to make the same know n at prescnt, until I can tra nsmit tbe 
names of those two unfortunate men, who have been released from 
the troubles and miseries of th is world, I trust for a better state of 
existence. J expect shortly to hear from my friend in Susc, re~ 
specting the sum demanded {or the ransom of Porlet nnd Rob ins, 
aDd tbe other lwo, if they arc still living. [assure you that in all 
my communications respecting the English crew in captivity, I 
always call tne attention of my friends to their liberation, and I 
trust shortly to hear something favourable in regard to their re~ 
Jease. 

This letter I have tbe pleasure to forward you, per the ship 
'Wanderer, of Middletowlt, Captain Danid Hubbard, from wholU, 
being your townsman, I h:we received the sincerest satisfactioll, by 
hearing mention made of my friend, in terms the most Oatte ring, 
and grateful to my heart; and tbis has been a further cause of con .. 
gratulation to myself; aud I am tha nkful that under the care of all 

::all ruling Providence, I was tbe means of rescuing from the bands 
of barbarians, a fellow-Christian and a friend. The Euglish crew 
have been upwards of four months in captivity. I h~l\'c used ever, 
oxcrtioll [or tbeir redemption in my power, hut they have proved 
unavailing, from tbe want of that prompt and deci!live assistance 
which l should have afforded, had not the funds ill my possession 
been under tbe restriction of first making on their behalf an app li~ 
cation to his imperial Majesty of 1Uorocco~ The Go,·crtlor of 
T:audant refuses to pay their ransom, say 6 to 7000 dollars~ and 
he appears to throw obstaclcs in my way, oat being willing to pny 
the money, or allow me to do it. 

1 beg my dear friend to reiterate my good wishes for your fu. 
ture welfare, under the blessing of divine Providence, and romnia 
unalterably, my de~r Sit, 

Your very obedient servant, 
W lLLIAJ\l WILLSHIRE. 
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Tangitr, May 27, 18115. 

D&AR SIR, 

'fbi:!> day month] bad tbe satisfaction of wriling to yon in 
tluplicate. by way of Gibraltar and Cadiz. 

Yesterday I received a Jetter from Mr. Willshire, dated 12th 
this montb, informing me be ha<:l reeeh'ed a ~econd note from Porter, 
but witbout any fu ~ther intelligence of his fo rme r companions, saVe 
the unhappy circumstance of two of tbem ha\>ing paid the debt at 
nature-unfortunately he does not mention when, where, or even 
their names. 

l\otr. Willshire bas rece ived a confirmation of tbere being [OUf, 
including Porter, of the crew of the Commerce, in the d istrict of 
Widnoon j which , as he states, are in fact "II tbat remain . 

It does not appear whelher it be your former master tbat has 
brought the men to Widnoon, or not, but 1 should suppose it is, 
and thai he does not fulfil h~ promise to y ou, as Mr. '1V"i1lsbire ac­
quainted me, one hundred and fi;fty dollars ransom was demanded 
for each. This I ha~'e instantly determined to pay, and set the 
unfortunate men at !ibt:rty, persuaded government will approve of 
my not writing for instructions, at the imminent risk of the peo­
ple's lives . 

The crew of the Glasgow brig were still with Sidi Isbem. Af­
ter many delays started on tbe part of the Go\"'ernor of Taruclant~ 
Mr. Willsbire, on the pressing invitation of the lHesllrs. Blacks, has 
taken upon himself 10 pay the ransom, and bad scnt down five 
thousand doll ars in part, in full confidence the people 'would be 
sent bim. I am persuaded their ransom and expenses will exceed. 
your's in proportion to numbers. 

Consul Green's application to the Emperor bas occasioned them 
full three months prolongation of their misery. I have for many 
years experienced the uncertainty of that mode. However pure 
his Majesty's intentions, his servant's dread of e."Cpending monies 
of the T.reasury, but for ostensible public purposes, will thwart 
tbem. 

I aID, deal' Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

nMES SIMPSON. 
Captain James Riley. 
P. S. Mr. ,·'lilJshire IltentiollS lhat Archibald Robins is one ot 

the three be has beard of, besjdcs Porter, 

,MogadQre, 11th Ju.ne , 1816. 

nh DEAR AND ESTEEMED FRrEND, 

Tbese rew linei I forward by the schooner Rebecca, Dana 
Eaton master, bound for BostoR, on whicb 1 have loaded 220 bales· 
goat skio.s. 



1 
l 

552 APPEN'D IX. ~ 

1 am expecting; the fom men, formerly part of YOllf crew, up 
from W idnoon, in aboL1t twenty days. I am nol acquainted willi 
their names, except thos£:: of WiIIi llln Porler and Archibald Robins. 
On the 8tb inst. 1 had the pleasu re to eff~ct tbe release of tbe cap .. 
lain , passengers, and crew, seventeen in number, of the British 
brig Surprise, wrecked on the Coast of Suse, the 23th Di::ceUlber 
last, when bound from Glasgow to Jamaica. The ransom money 
paid wasjivc thQu~and dollars, and with expenses of presen ts, &.c. 
&.c. I calculate will awount ultimately to more than se\'en thousand 
dollars. 

1 am anxiously expecting to hear of your safe arr;\'al, as iHat 
will afford me the greate:;t satisfaction. 

I remain, in great baste, Lut with the greatest e~teem, my dear 
friend, 

Captain James Riley. 

DEAn Sm, 

Your very obedient servant, 
WILLLUI WILLSHIRE. 

Department Q/State, 24th .June , lS·16. 

We bave just received a leiter from Mr. Simpson, Consul at 
Tangier, dated 10th May, io which he says Mr. Willshire had 
writlen to him on tbe 13th April, that be baJ received a no(e from 
H W'illi<)1t! Porler," one of your crew, written at Widooon, .. nJ in· 
formalion from a Moor that lhree others of your crew had got to the 
same place. .I\1r. Willshire knew not how tbey had been enabled 
to get there, or whether they had Of bad not changed masters. 
H e had taken measures to convey information to Widnoon that he 
would ransom these men. It is thC'fE:fore to be hnped that they 
will be ultimately restorcd to thei r country anti thei r famil ies ; 
morc particularly, as, instructions have been seut to 1'-1r. Simpson, 
authorizing him to pay what may be neccs':a,l'Y to accomplish that 
object. As [ bave supposed tbat this inform:'ltion wouid be satis· 
factory to you and the friends of the persons to whom it relates, l 
ha\'e hastened to communicate it to YOll. 

Captain James Riley. 

'\Tith great respect, 
1 am, ut;'3r Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
JOHN GRAHAM. 

Notc-i'fr. John Graham, the writer of th e above, is· Chief"'"" 
Clerk in tbe Department ofStatc.\Yashinglon Ci ty. 

'l'o7l.gier, 24th July, 18J6. 
DEAR SIR, 

Yesterd"y I recei"f"ed by way of Gibralta r and Tariffa your 
favour of tb e 28th April.-Since my last to you of 27 tb May, for· 
warded in duplicate under care of Messrs. Hall & Co. of CadiZ, 
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t hav-e not received any further certain intelligence of your people, 
save tbat Mr. Willshire says in hj s last} of 27th June, Porter's 
master bau.not answered a le tter, in whi.ch be invited bim to bring 
the man to Mogadore. 

1 ava iled of the earliest opportuni ty of -sending Mr. 'Willshire 
e ight hundred doll ars, and aUlborjzed him to pay in~ the country, 
-the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars each, for the ransom of 
Porter, and tbe three othe rs he had heard of. He has ackoow~ 
ledged the receipt of ib is money, and 1 am persuaded you will be .. 
lie\'e he will have lost no time in employing it for tbe good purpose 
it was intended. 

On tbe t 1 th iost. I received tbe autbority 'which tbe Honourable 
the Secretary. of State-infOrme.d YOll w..ould..he llanded to me, re~ 
speet ing the redemption of dtizens of the Uni ted Stales, from the 
cruel bondage that Christians experience whilst in the power of tbe' 
Arabs. It is extremely satisfactory to me, that I bad in, a great de­
gree anticipated those orders in tbe directions given }\fr. Willshire: 
however, 1 have sent an express with further instructions,1n or­
der to expedite the good work the most in my power. 

I am infinite ly -obliged by your kind offers of service, and will 
certainly avail myselftbereof, but being pressed for time- to-day, 
and am::io us to send tbis by retum of the boat, must beg your indul~ 
.:gcuce for further particula rs until my next. 

H is Imperial Majesty, l\fu ley SGllimaD, arrived here on Monday , \ 
hitherto we do not know what stay he may make. 

I r.emain, with great regard, 
Dear Sir, 

Captain J ames Riley. 

My VERY DEAR F RIEND, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
JAMES SIMPSON, 

Mogad01oe, October .29,1816. 

I ha,re bad tbe extreme pleasure to receil'e your esteemed let .. 
ter of tbe 27th Apri l, (tbe others you allude to bl.ve never come 
to band,) and U)e interesting account of YOI:r meeting with your 
fam ily and friends, produced ill my breast sensations of the most 
pleasing nature. sucb as words cannot fully descd be. The interest 
I take in your welfare makes every circumstance of importance j 

let me request .of you not to allow an opportunity to pass witbout 
'writing to me. I calJnot find woros to express the sensations I feel 
when [ come to tbat passage of your letter wbe~e you inform me 
'your youngest son, by the general request or Mrs, Riley , your 
family and friends, bas been named William ''Villshire-tbe com~ 
pliment thus paid to my family 1 shall always consider a~ one of 
the most honourahle circumstances I can ever experience in my life . 
I 8J10'W not what to say. May your SOD grow up into maohood~ 

4Jl' 
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adorned with every virtue, and may the choicest bles~~/lgs of an 
all ruling Providence be particularly extended to him in tb~ lifer 
and contmued througb a ne\'er ending eternity. ...., 

J have now to acquaint you tbat I redeemed William Portp:" on 
the 27th ultimo, (redemption money, one hundred and sixty-three 
dollars,) and yesterday [agreed for tbe ra050m of Archibald Ro6i7U. 
If nothing extraordinary int~rvenes, 1 expect be will arrive here in 
about sixteen days from tbi s time. 1 bave also news of two men 
who I tbink must be a part of your crew, bein~ in tbe Vicinity of 
Widooon-tbt:ir names I do not know, but J have sent a courier 
to tbern to. bring up information, and if possible, to obtain their 
hand-writing. .I have also heard of another man being a con­
siderable WI).!! dow/LIJ7/, the Desur£, and I ban orJered my agent in 
.suse to send a M!')or to purcbase him if possible. 1 have the great" 
est pleasure to acquaint you, tll",t at last 1 am not tied down to a 
few dollars, more or less, as Mr. Sirnpson. has limited me only 
to the average price wbicb was paid for yourself and companions. 

i beg you will excuse my not writing more fully by this occa~ 
sion, which is tbat of the brig AJriano, Caplain Richard Motley, 
bound to Boston. William Parler takes bis passage in the vessel. 
This Jetter will be forwarded on to New-York, and also a Moorisa 
bridle, as you requested, 1 do trust you will not besitate to com~ 
mand me at all times without reserve, in these parts, as it will 
afford me the greatest plea.iure to execute your wishes, and I ex~ 
pect it from tbe friendshtp exi'iting bt!lIveen us. I int~nd shortly 
to write you a long: letter on the mdnners aad customs of tbis coun· 
try. Ivitb a more particular ~ccoun t of tbe stations for the caravans 
in cros:'oing tbe Desart of Sahara to Tombuctoo, than is at· present 
extant. 

1 remain, with every good wish and pray~rs for your prosperity, 
most unfeignedly auu truly, . 

Gaptain James Riley. 

My dearest Friend, 
Your well Ivisher, 

WiLLiAM WILLSHIRE. 

I have no time to fe-peruse what 1 Lave writtell.-Adieu. 
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QRABIC AND ENGLISH VOCABULARY. 

THJS Vocabulary was furnished the author by his benefactor, 
WILLrAM ,"VIL.c.SSIRll, EsQ.. British Vice Consul and Amet ican 
Consular Agent at Mogadore, or Swearab. It bas since been re­
vised in New-York tJ' tbe Baron LESCALIER, late Consul General of 
the french empire in the Un ited States of America, who is versed 
in tbe Oriental languages. 

As it was penned by Europeans, and from the apparent sounds of 
words, it must naturally be defective, and not so couect as if 
formed by a native Arab who understood both languages perfectly, 
yet it is presumed to be sufficiently correct to enable the studious 
!cbolar to obtain a very considerable knowledge both of the gen ius 
and structure of this parent of languages . 

.AN easy method for attaining the Arabic Janguage, as it is spoken 
by the Moors and the Arabs of Morocco, and understood by lhe 
Moors and Arabs of South Barbary and the great Western Desart, 
tLougb the language of the wandering Arabs of the Desart is the 
pure and sonorous ancient Arabic tongue. The letters with which 
this Vocabulary is written, muil be pronounced and souuded as the 
Spaniards pronounce them; that is, every letter bas its full sound, 
and most of them are spoken with the mouth open) thus: 

A always broad, 83 ah N an 
B b. 0 oh 
C sa P pa 
D d. Q 

E . R 
F of 5 
G jkegh, (but extremely guttl1J"tJ. T t. 

from the bottom of the throat.) U 00 

H h. V va 
I e. W \Va 

J jay X ekk!, 
K k.h Y . 
L nl Z dz • • 
!\I am 



f 
THE ARABIC ALPHABET . .;,t;"~ 

- "i 'orbeI. 

Value Names Initials Cenh'als ~ 
A Alif 

J \ 1 
B Be 0 ....:t.. ~ 
T Te b . 0t. ~ ' 

TZ Thze <.:::> ..;{:, ~ 
G GZlffi C, ....c;: f./ 
H Ijha z:, ~ ~ eH eha 1; 15" 
D Dal ~ 0-.. '&. DZ Dhzal .5 (,\. 
R Re 3 V v& Z Ze <Y vcr 
8 Sin '-<P ~ ~ ~ 
8J Sjin L.W AU!- l-ci> 
S Sad ~ ~ <...P U> 
D Dad '-...» '-'-!:).. c? 
T Ta -10 ~ 1:' D Da ...:ld ..b .b. 

\ Y Ain 6. 'Y ~. G Gbain 
6 ..t- (3'0 PH Phe 

L9 k. K Kaf C9 ~ 0' C Kef ~ .J... ill. L Lam () W cfr M Mim 

b -9-
N Nun ..-c C:r 
W Wau 

~ ~ '-1 H · Ghe 

J Je 8 ~ 
8;$ La Lamalif 'y ~ 
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~SH AND ARABlC VOCABULARY 

OF PERSONAL PRONOUNS. 

Singular. Plural. 

[ anna ., hanna 
of 010 aony of us: linna 
to 010 Loa to us. Lona 

Thou Eola You enlume 
of thee aok of you ankUm 
to theo Lik to you Liktfm 

H o Wb Oll Tbey Hume 
of him 8nno of them anbutne 
to him Leu to them Lihurne 

FEMININE GENDER. 

She Hca they bune 
of ber anha of tbem nnbune 
to hel HUll to them libune 

PRONOUNS POSSESSIVE. 

Mine emloy or dealy Ours cmtllio. or dealna 
thine emtnk or uealUc you1'3 entoakum or deR1knm 
h" emlno or dealoo theirs enlaahum dealbum 

OF pnONOUNS DE\1ONSTRATIVE. 

Tbis badda These hndder 
of thi., Dllhadda of tbese anuaddi 
to tblJ clbadda to these Iiltaddi 

That haddik Those llndduck 
of thnt anhiddik of those anbndduck 
10 tbat Iihnddik to those lihadduck 

OF PRO~OUNS RELATflTE. 

Which 
whicb of them 

nmaho. or ascoon, or min, ~ b dan 
~~~~:r!Yb~~' or ashcunfy hum, ~ ~{iie .. e Uge 

OF PRONOUNS NU~lERlCAL. 

Every 
nil 
wany 
C\'cryone 
none 
nobody 
whosoever 

Kul 
kulsby 
.!uilla. or hizef, or yese. 
klllw.\llUd 
mnkure- or makBDsky 
hatta ""bud 
kine min tan 

, 



jv YOGABUL ARY. 

DAYS OF f HE WEEK. 

Monday 
Tuesday 
1Vednesday­
T bursds}' 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

EI Tennine ' 
EITlaUa 
£1 Arba 
EIChemml" 
EI Gemaa. 
Sibt 
EI had 

The Mohamedan months being lunar ones, do not C'orrespond with the 
Chrislian Calendar. I sball therefore only put them down in their order, ~ 
lbcy are called. 

I. EI Mobawam 
2. Saffer 
3. Arabja 
4. Warabia 

6. Jed-Coo le 
6. Jumad • 
7. 'llajeb 
S. Sb§.btan 

9. lthamadan 
]0. -5bual 
ll. Du-elcaad 
12. Du elbadga. 

The numerals are tbe same in Arabic as tbose in g~neral use among civi­
lized nations. 

1 Wabad 
.2 Tnine 
3 ThlaUa 
4. ,/~'aa 
5 . CunTh:ra 
6 Sla 
'1 Soaa 
S Someniab 
9 Ttuod 

10 AWra 
11 Adash 
12 Tnash 
]3 Tlta~h 
14 Arbaatush 
)5 CUO'Istash 
16 St~b 
17 Sba8tasb 
)8 Semen.stash 
19 Tsatash 

20 ·Ashreen 
30 Eate~n 
40 ... \rbaain 
60 CumsteeD 
60 Steen 
70 Sbain 
SO Scmenheill 
90 Tzhain 

100 Miat 
~ J\1ialine 
300 Tlmiat 
400 Athamla 
600 Curosmia 
600 Stamia 
700 Sb!l.mia 
800 Tmillmia 
900 Tzoudmia 

]000 Allif 
1,000,000 Alline 

VOCABULARY. 

God 
God the Father 
Jesus Curist 
The Uoly Ghost 
Our Lady, or tbe Virgin Mary 
Our Creator 
Our Redeemer 
'the creation 
The creatures 
A crellture 

Atlah 
AUllh el Ab 
Aisa EI Messiak 
Ruh EI Kodo. 
SidBMirim 
Mucbalikona 
Mu.cbolsona 
EI chalika 
E l chalik 
"halko 
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~ 
H,~n\'e n or paradise 
llle beavens 
An angel 
Angols 
fh e saint! 

VOCABULARY. 

E I gezib 
Rub 
Giolla 
Somawnt 
Melk 
E I Mclika 
S81h hine 

A prophet-holy propbet 
Hdl 
TlH'devil 
DUQUlCd, PlumI 

Nabj~ Rabsu! 
GehenneOl, or gahim 
Sbutau, IbHz, ado 
Moluuni!!. 

ELEMENTS. ! re~!:~:r 
Fire 
Air 
Eo.rtll 
Woter 
ThelleEl. 
The sky 

A star 
Th uslsrs 
TIll' sun 
The OIoon 

Tbellgbt 
Darkness 
The beat 
The cold 
Tbowind 
EM' 

West 

Fine weather 
A cloud 
Clouus 
The rain 
Hnil 
Snow 
.A. (og 
Lightning 
Thunder 
A thunderbolt 

~~r~h:Llbak~~ke 
OF TUlIE. 

N .. 
EI ba\Va . 
T rub : 01" Elurdb.. 
Elmo.a 
£1 M'Bllhar 
rum 

Enjemma 
EI tHljum 
Shim 
EI kummer 

Thou 
Tho1001 
Skanna 
El bird 
Rcah 
J'bt!rke; or, Mo­

sllarik 
Elghllrbe; Of, 

)Iogbarik 
Teab 

To-day 
To-morrow' 
Y~sterday 
Afler to-morrow 
Before yesterday 
A year 
Atnonth 
A ' lJeek 
A day 
An hour 
A ruinute 
A century 

Eternity 
B t>cg in ning 
Middle 
E nd 

A man 
Jahb A womflll 
Jubab An o ld lUau 
EI UlTltar;orsheta 
Tebrero An old womau 
Tilje A )'o l.mg man 
Tbeboh A young woman 
EI berb; or, show A boy 
Rn9.b A girl 
Zabakka A virgin 

i\t~'~l ! a~~~~f 
Thebody 

EL WAKAT. Tile bead 
Neck 

Day Enbor Eye. or eyes 
Nose Night Lile 

Morning Sehau 
E\'I>nillg Ashes 

~~:~~~:ht or noon ~li~lt~sr We 
Sunrise TabM shiros 
il-'Dllt "Rub shim. 

Mouth 
Lips 
Tsetll 
Chin 
Throat 
Eycurowl 

Aide 
Frash 
I.eume 
Agada 
Yearns, or elbarrab 
Rand agadda 
Oolzeemis 
Aame, or senna 
Shahnr 
J cmM 
Rume, or ohor 
Sa at 
Dirga 
Zille, or zile, 00-

~~;a~oor~~ io-
Abadeo 
Wtl.lc)'Or el bidioll 
E l was3.t 
EI mentelly 

EL D'SE. 

l osan , or regal 
Mnwa,oreuba 
Sheick kiber, or 

agus 
Azuza Shebeb 
Asbn 
Soby, or isllire 
Ishira 
Akkoa.orosbau 
Afrit 
Bohabbu.t 
Csed 
R" 
Rackaba 
Ain , or ainin 
Mnuuchar 
Fum 
SbwllI'l 
Snee n 
E lbaya 
Gursuma 
Elhucl 



vi 

Tbe cheeks 
The jaws 
The bosom 
Brenst 
Bubuy 

'Nipple 
Tile ~boliiders 
The Dl'm 

VO~AllULAI\Y. 

EI chudun 
EI hank 

A dream 

13bun Beauty 
ldder Uglio(>ss 
Ted Lean 
Bezesle, Ot' N'bud Fat 
Et kiuee The speech 
Drna 

,,- ..-r 

1.'-\ 
Menneai\or bel.}, 
lum~ .... 

I.in 
Ukshinna 
Df.'aa. 
Smill 
EI kaJlam 

~!f:I~~~m Dlu1imminaa 
Dlll8.sbemlOClln, 

THE FIVE SENSES, 

Hand 
Right hand 
Leli I.mnd 
Pulru of the lland 
l'hetillgel's 
Afingel' 

Lidf Draa li~el\'a Sight 

Lid limmionA. 
J~id liscwu 
EJ lufdehid 
Suabla 
'l'eb:15. 

Hearing 
Smelling 
'l'a.ste 
Feeling 

EI bisscer or Nad· 

'" EI semmaa 
}:Ishihim 
EJ dQiL 
Elmiss 

The naUs 
A nail 

Telfur or htdjfu.r 
Ktruws 
Eufll'zzee 
Larek or larokc 
Eibel 

OF THE SOUL. 

Ajoint 
Aucfve 
Avcin 
The belly 

Tbe back 
The na.vel 
Tue reins 
The ribs 
Al"ih 
The Lhigbs 
The "uee 
The legs 

~hl:~cel 
The tocoS 
Thcflcsll 
Thcskin 
The bones 
The blood 
The fat 
The heurt 
The guts or bow· .1, 

Elbutlon 0,' cl 
crish 

Dh ... 
SOll'8 

Mislen 
Delufia 
DIM 
EI Fcchud 
ReckRba 
negellillc 
Regel 
Kaddom 

The soul 
The mind 
The will 
Dulness 
Li .... eliness 

~~~5~~uloess 

Folly 
Lo\'e 
l{atred 
Fnith 
Hope 
Fear 

SlIl;I,bbau rcyellille Suspicion, doubt 
EI ham Boldness 
Jilda SblUlle 
Lil:adum Eo\"Y 
})cm Trust or conti-
SllRham dance 
E[ knl/) 
:£olsi5.ii.n Wrntb 

Pity 
1'I1ercy 

.R6hor ru6.b 
EnseOlrna 
EI cl}nlter 
Tulckullo. 
Fiakka 
Ensiane' 
EI a.kkel or fe· 

hemma 
EI cl:aulfa 
Mohabbat 
LOllif 
Viman 
Ergrta 
El chuff el 

huft 
Slllck or Sheack 
Rackubba 
EI hasbawnill 
Etbassed 
Tekk elu I confi­

dem God tik· 
ket nloo.ilah 

El gadub 
EI ben 
Elrall'mmn 

The lungs 
Tho liver 
The kidneys 
The goll 
The bladder 

Tahon 
EIK'ibcla 
E[ k'iowey 
Ehnarawa 
EJ lWbula 

OF CLOTHING. 

PROPERTIES OF THE BODY. 

Laughter Dahnck 
Weaping EI Bekkn 
The brealh or life El~heimma 
A groDIl EnheyJa 
\ be!(:h Germs 

Siller Nurn or Nass 
Snoring Sckoor 

Clothes 
A coat 
1ruistcoat 
A ~uil'l 

An upper shirt or 
eossock 

A cap 
Shoes 
'l'urhaul muslin 
l'uri.Hl..Il.l silk 

Tube or l:aowrin 
CR.fl:1\Il 
Woundia 
Cummiza (Spzu-

isll) 
Chamir 

Sh(!shia 
Brlga 
C?.za 
Huznm l'llewire 



,VOCABULARY, vii 

'" b-.lt UmJumma PARENTAGE. 
Belt ~U':kle Elbezime 
Covering Albaik TbeFalher Eb at> 
Cloth cloak Dira TIle mother Elume 
Woollen do. Sulham Tbe parents or EI woldine 
llandkerchief SebanniD. relatives 
Brl!rches Suwaival One relative 0\' slwalad 
A comb Misbta relation 
j\ spur MaheOlmez Child Goyett (femnle 
A walch MaRl-nna goyetta 
Spectacle3 Endawat Ason Bon 
RU1:or El mouze A daughter Bent 

A grandfatber Ajid 
WOi\1EN'S CLOTHING. A grandmother. Jida 

A sister Khut 
Smock Ca.misa (Spanish, A brother Khaa 

the Arabs have An uncle Elam 
no word for it) An aunt Ebamt 

Head dress Shurb wo labroik A cousin Bcn am or ben 
Bf'Bcelets Enbile or debelge amt 
Woman's shoes Rahya Eldest or tirst· EI beker, femiD, 
Nfu'klace Laced born bikkra 
13uckle3 Khullallat A nephew Ben khaa or bell 
Robe Cafftan khfit 

A niece Biztkhut 
OF I'lCTUALS. Posterity 

A wife 
D ... a 
MUW8 

Food ltailm A husband Sale 
Prv\-i!ions Lawin Son-in.law E09ibe 
Breflkfast l\I'liftore Daughter-io.law Eosiba 
Dinnel' Eigada Awedd iug La'" 
Supper Lo.sha Bridegroom A,rnz 
Bread EI kbobs Bride Aarosa 
"""Jour Dekik To woo or COlll1: KMttut 
Bm. Enkbella A widow HajelJa 
BL~cuit Elbagmot An orpball Kim.(plural OB-

l\!trat EI bam mma 
BoiJedment Elbam 9luok A midwife Kabla 
Rr)OSleu meat Elham em9huey A neighbour Z'" 
MuUon ~:ru~~mec 

A companion Asbir 
Boef 
Pork EI halluft'or TRADESMEN. 

Broth 
rbunsirg 

Elmurka A baker Khubbaz 
Milk El hellib A butcher Gazer 
Butler Silliu orzibdn A carpenter Eogur 
Cbeese Jibbio A fisberooan Mewat 
Ao egg Bida A blacksmith Huddud 
Egg> Elbide A shoe maker Bhawll7. 
Oil Zit A silversmith SeeUg 
Vioogar EIKhul A Tailor Kbeat 
Spice Libzor A Weaver Dewaz 
Ginger Skin jibier A tradesman i\lusebbeb 
Cinnamon Elcurfa A merchant Tezjar 
Wioe Shrob el kua- A captain of a ship Raiz 

Brandy 
A captain of aol- Knid 01' aJ hill 

1\lahaya or Aruky diel'S 
Beer Cervesa (Spanish) A gove1'llor Haikem 
Collee Rllwo. Ascri.veuer Tnlbe 



viii VOCABULARY. 

A sailor Bahawec A brick Eagora 
A soldier Askaror j iUlly A plate Sayfol'e 
A horseman Ferr Household Usteonls 
A foot soldier Romme kknife Jenoury or skine 
An Auctioneer Delal A fork Guifo 
A Player 
A Broker 

Zephan 
Saosae 

A spoon 
A cloth 

Mogurfa 
Zeef 

Asc't'vanl Mutlu6.ai'm A tablecloth Zeef del meda 
A substitute Elwakil Salt' M illb,li 
AMason Binni Pepper Jo"ilfil 
A Sadler Skrijce Vinegar Kbu l 
A Tanner Deag .A smaUglass Cass, a small oDe 
A Farrier Albitar sgear 

A glass , Kasan 
OF A TOWN. Bread Khohs 

i\ town Mcd.na. ENGLISIi. ARABfC. 
A village Decbiera 
A camp of Arab .. DO-har All Bda\v 
A street Senka or ernhaje Always Dima 
Alane Sbabba Any Shwi 
A house Dor or beit An ass Haromer 
A market plac~ Sock A,k S,b 
.'\ slaughter house Emslockll Angry Mifeullah 
A church Jamaa An arm Lid 
A school Emdursa Again Oud tenne 

! b~dl:ro or mad. :&~u~~:u Art Snaw 
A. Sal a 

bouse Abated J ullie 
A bridge Alcantnl. Abate J ul1ct 
AcasUe Eleasaba A bag Mersakbamgsh. 
Walls Suor Advantage Seida 
The battlements Scakul Afraid Kuft 
The embrasures Shrurf Against Cuddem 
A bastion BUl'gc Aggralfate Ettau 
The gales EI babine Alarm Laita 
A gate EI bab Arms \veapous Lenda 

An army Mbehlla 
OF A HOUSE. Ashamed Hashav 

Affable Emshsok 
A bouse Dol' or beh Along Twell 
Tbe walls El hai'lll And' Wa 
The rooms Elbicut Already Culshe, or mojeud 
Thcslnirs DUl'ruje Afterwards Nora Deakihe 
Tho well EJ bir After l\1nnura 
The stablo Run Able MflSOW 
The shop EI hatnl1t !~!b:r Mfcaw 
Alock Luikfill ' Lubell 
Aholt Zckkrum Agreeable Hackadaw 
A wiudow Rchaba Affection Arzeif 
The ceili ng Sku/f Anele Eleaba 
Tho threshold LattaMa An angel Melik 
A key Emfutnh or SIl· Ashes Rummo.d 

lluicll Abbre\·iate Useer 
The kitchen CHeuinn Old age Sherf 

.~ R:I'~en LlI.arsa ~f~~~ Taddle 
.Faden 'fbilucwo.had 

Aslono Kcjurr Mendaeh "'ozhn)cll'llSs 



}'OCABULARY. i1 

IlNCUSH. ARABIC. ENGLISH. ARABIC. 
Toothache W ozhudo ninen Black. Khall 
Aroerica Balad cl hand A bee N'beU 
Appeal' Dabororhen To be Ecun 
Ancient Agoose Bead" Lo~he}k 
A\ivu Roath rusu :ieam L'larood 
Arrhtl L'huick: .ieans Elfu\ 
AnniscccU HabdtJe halluk Beard Hlia 
.... pril Abcid Beast Bima 
Air Sma Beautiful Z inc 
.Accirlental Cuddeeloh Because He.it 
Advice or uew:> Cabon A bed L'frush 
Aim Kise &Ocf Elhllfll 
Alike Phall B,on Coont 
Article M'Sella Before Cutble 
As many Pball mo.dgaut Beg Club 
..ls long Toulmadgcvir Begin Bedow 
Abo\'c Lfoek or clCeke hie Cun cava 
"Imo~l ~ulshc nleioe I believe Dorly 
Alvnc Obadda He believes DorluD. 
!\uout Crib Bellows Kbeer 
\nolher Och~r Him Emcoa 
Almond. Leuzh l ou Emcnk 
wect L'bellee Bench SeUa 

BiU~t· L'harf Bcnclit J.o~eida 

Acho Wozhn Bell(w Hassll 
..lccount Las-sib Between Dine 
Altbougb Before Etslill 
\Pl'ro\'e AbColtre Beneath Ullat 
Agony Wash&. Beware BaJlack 
Amollg~t ~1. Bread EI kbubbs 
A~ue Elhemruau Breeches Sunvale 

\ \ bnrber Hi}j.sam Breakfast J..ugdaw 
B,d Cob~ Opeu Hell 
A bnskcl Luckfaw Bleed Zheud 
Rlo.ck Mckchall Breast Siddcr 
Barrel Brimmcll Tbebelly L crei~h 
.Hllcon Helloof Breacb Tremau 

~~~~~ror Maheia Beyond Timn 
Azari Bear.tobl'ing Woold 

Back Manora forth 
Bacl,word Luora Bitter Elhorr 

:'J. t cbkunisba Blind Aour 
Tibe Brimstone Kebbzheel 

Ballast Taborn Big Kibi,'e 
A bull Cu ... A bird Ticr·ticrez 
Rac Bana Bite Aud 
narbary Berberri A-bridle Eljam 
Abargail'l Shehal ::~;:tteJl Cabur 
A bark Ub.b Gule 
Embark Claw Abitcb KeUiba 
8rcatb. Maknl'l naWs Botb Barhouze 
Basin Zlifa Oflhem HUllla ba\'houJ:e 
To bagle Dhen Of us Juzellou 
A b"ulo Trnddaw AhQok furuim 
Blaroc Ddam A bottle Elcraa 
Bran N khulla A boy Lishere 
BraiRs Elmucb Brother Kho,. 

2 



x VOCABULARY. 

ENGL1S[J. AUABle. ENGLISH, AnAmc~ 

nillhl'olli or J(hnu'ul\ Aoh6111 Silsclh\ 
Y(II1I'llI'o\llcr J.ullu'kor dflnlk A CIJ,1\10 1. hnoksouua 
My lwolhor Khou1y or uClIly A chnir CO(ls~oy 

Dl'llom Sh'\flbbllil A tnrrot Zllrbtll,l. 
A bou\'d L'h1f\h or W08sn CfltOlllomilc (Jrfllo:ntl 
noil Guilla A crAck E~hkt\u 
A hOrtl Fclucc(t or lmorgn Curch Cubl 
1310011 Dim eft":h it ('ubi U 
1.(11 hlood Lhitkor ZoohHm A CI\j;(! Sendoc!': 
A 1\(1110 LlIlldufll f'I!.I"yit Ul'rel) 
'1'hr hOllQ,l'l 'Shnrrio Actlrl,cntor UllldlOI' 

~~~:~r~f 
lIed ehnll~od 13iJrlJo 
l lultllwuhnd Clwllp nt'ckl~s 

1'IH' ho om }~f(!l\1J 'j")chenl L wnah 
1 hou~h ShOOI'fl.l1 C lalio Nllckl'y 

~1~~I~uflt JJ UII HhoOI'tl.U Curtuill ly Hl'lhtlok, 
F.lmllzk C'he. se .11bllM 

llL'flfl{l Wfl.~Snl\' ClwlY orcnt J{oof 
DOI'ro1 5jl( elenr So.llhl1 
DlolY So(\,or lalla Acily J\1'uinn 
Bold GuUdlHO A clnmnoy J\IOC"Idlllokhooll 
Aht4 ... '!'\\'\It!lI\ CinL)Ull\otl lo:ll'urCftlY 
nOrl! J.dink Tho Ch\lroh ZllRmf\ 

A't 
Sf\llduk Gil'cUmei$c Khllllnn 

iI. It ko 'filII A ('hri~llall Snro.u. 
DI" it Shur A ulollk Dh'fl 
11.1 1)(1 LOtltHI A c!o~cl Shldu 

A!:"nilCi' I~z(lI' Clollt !\JiI 
n. Shl'QO OI'luds Shuhnb 
HI () Zurk Cloyo~ Nun!" 
]I 1(1)1;" EI. A (Iubi! Drt\w 
n lilli' ZiIJdn A conI ('I.ftnn 
l~ lion Llluud Acoek Wohnd Dick 

hal II CIlUIli,Jlncud .t\tJt\n~ Hsolltlook 
It huilding }~'hiulnl\ Cold Elburd 
A 1:1111 Sn"hil\ 11 ill co Uird l'huUe-
A olwrtlo J~~hl)ll\ Colour" Loon 
Arundtclltick l.l\b~kh(\ Acomb MIl:.I .. \ 
('nit Como Ay,hu 
CIII'I) Hodde ClIIHPl\OY l~hOll\ 
)UlU! AII1)/\ (";lIddo\' ('tlll~ld\:l: 
{\\T!lllUOI\ LIIIIl'lld CNltQut ('mlllnlY 
('lII'd~ Cur ... holl (\'IIl!iuuou llhknu 
t'nnnl'ins CUllUl'iU ('opper N 'hn~ 
A "IIIIiUI (;h,lmcI] COI'nQI" Builnnl,", 
A (,,,If 1.1I1tlwll or Lnhrdln ~\ lltll'k 'l\ll'pll 
(,'ullly, Cn()l~ 0(ll'ro~pondollt 8nhub 
Cul,hn~o )'."'I'III)lh llC\lSl ]':msheroc 
('Imill)' Skid(l.\\· Cation l"("'lh'n 
AlllltlO 1,n"slIw CottOll rOl'luUll)S lW)l'Iu 
.At'"' l.hlll\UII COI'nl'i' GutiM 

~I~~~klnlu ll.lll~ 1t'~ o(lI'II\"oli. J\I'Gi,l lIo. 
li~l~ih(l CtHmlil Hl'~nhoo 

('],111,., 0111 lo;lthln --orrockon ll tl~sub 
A ('Ill','ot '''ohn,I.GtIQt: Cnuulry VBlud 
('nnull! t'iu~'IW ',~\hi~ 1l1lUl\lry Hilt! VUletl 
n)' u/iullcll Alu. bubbclu. COUIlII'YU,1I11l ll(ll'l'(l.nuc 



VOCABULA RY. XI 

HI c:LISH. ARABIC, ENGLISH, AR ,'BlC. 
COUl'ltge R&kaba r have it Andewooa 
Acow r,'DlIckrnu Each 
(.p10ked l\ladzhe Ears Luden 
Co IHllund l\1 Cudtlom Eorly .Bcl'I'ce 
A cool;ll Salla EM Coole 
A cook E!:gs L 'Bide 
A clock Mag1loM Example Lorborr 
A iahlfl cloth Zeer de alm o.eda Empty Khowey 
Cunning SheLter Explain Emfursa 
A 'up Tassa Eye. Ainin 
A cu re O<wca Enemy Adorch 
Cot it Culleru Excrements COIW 
Cutlliem CUllum Expl'c .... s Correo 
The crum Liftata Tillle Murra 
Tho crud D,y Nhor 
Tu·duy J~eum Ellough 19rah: cloa&s 
1 <\'0 dlty~ Leumline Elitlul Gao wabad 
Three doy' 'rHe um Fair Zinc 
A day N hor False Mousbuse 
A. duughter Dint Fnrther Baida batten 
\fUlu fll\)' .'!1illeah Afart I-IKssuck 
\our dllugbtm' Binlick A fnull Aibe 
Uall.~er K'holf A fav<,ur J~hmeel 
AIIOfhf'r clay N'hor ochrr Fllillliul Hobkirky 
There (.; no dan· Motlamo.khoff Friday Nhor ZhemA 

g" A flea Burgot 
DMk D'ium or d'iuma F,y CulJee 
n,lle:i 'f'murr Fear Hoft 
Date tree Nacland imur Fealilel'll Reish 
nonce Esillltli A.felv 
O('ad Malt Ally Debin 
j)~ath Ouiel Feeble Dife 
Dcar-costly Golley }'ree l\1'sburrah 
l\1y Jellr Oz('lIe Frequently Dima 
Deceivo \\'IISU Fi~h Elhawt 
Decoitful Wnllhork A fe,e r EI<conua 
Dc .. p Husk Flesh Elham 
Delay OUle Fi~ht Fatten 
D'ily l'eur FflelLd Sallllb 
Dl'p!\rl Dallick L'ha Mv l'fiend Subaby 
Do!af l'<lrsh A 'field Fidao 
'l'bu devil 101Hz Fig! CarOlouse 
Dr.t!9..!I Tul'lIuh Fine Zine 
Driuk Shruh Fingeri Sabau 
A dinner Lithe Fire Lalie. 
A di.h Tyfor First Looly 
lll,e\mrgo Cllick Fbbers Whoutten 
DI'I'OIl11le Hodera Fit Tabdt 
D o!spatch F 05seU A Hint Isbfurr 
A dour L'bebb Tbe fist Dibsaw 
A dNP CuUra A tile Elmbird 
Drunk Skhran A{og Dhabeb 
Dlllit Guhbera A fQol Hamuck 
Dung Zebhle FQolish Hammuck 
Du cot 1\1'1'.:011 My foot Ur~iU 
A drum Tabeele. For~t 1<". 
I ha"o And. Foul l\-IusL 



xii VOCABU'LAhY. 

ENGLISH. ARABIO. EN.GLlS? ARAllIC. 
A fowl Juis Hunting Seed 
A fox Deeb AbulIdre_d 1\1ia 
From Men 10k Limded 
The forehead Slaw Ink box Daya 
A fork Guifo A jack Noura 
Fonnerly Abberden Ajar I\buabbea 
Flour DoeKeek Is it 'Yosu 
A floor Ilgus I myself Anna 
Fru it Fackia A keg Sericte 
Full Maumer Akllife Sennowy 
A funnel loifif The kitcb~n Arish 
Garlick l'umin A kelUe Tuffna 
A garden Ishoan Iknow -NorE 
Aglali5 Lcass Lamp Leundeel 
Grapes Unoull Lantern _ L'ifnar' 
Gall Elniurrare He laugbea Kback 
Grave Elutaiubur Lnw Eisbra 
Generous Eljuad A lame man L"",. 
Greens I .. iuder Lead. BUI"SU5 
Gin ger Skingebear Less Cull 
Good AIilliah A letter L'uraw 
Goods Slaw A lie Kedibbll 
Goats Lalruse The Jegs Regcell 
Flesh l\-lazie Legs Reg) eHine 
Govern.or L 'uayd Leprosy Ishdem 
Gum Lulk A little Siyi 
The guts LiUlsurllc T .. iuen L'Khittan 
The hair Suar Light Ole Shall hanna 
A hal Sombrero Light it Shall hadJick 
A hammer M'brucka A louse EJcom!aw 
fhe Imud Lid A lock Liukfell 
Hark Skoot A maid Lasba 
A handle Elcnbtan A countrymnn Bn? lemin bledwe 
Handsome Zine A mat Lassaia 
Happy Mushran Marrow Elmuch 
Ahutchet Schock bore AI. AnnR 
Here Hanna Measure it Obberwo 

~"'" 
Head Russ Meat L'Ham 
'fhe heart Elculb Thelllint Desk us 
Heaven G'inna To·ni.orrow Agada 
Hell G'eheunim Arnollth S hore 
A bed~e.hog: Elcnfood Laslmouth Shore elockhrE. 
Bide It OUe The moon E I kummer 
A hill Zhebel More M82ell 
l:lidcli Gammoose Money Drahim Lemimatt 
Hot Skhunua Mymotber Jemaorlma -
A horso LaUd So much Cud 
An hour SalV .Mul;tard Mustaiza 
A house Dorr Mut(on .Lngulleme 
Our house D orna A mug I.'Boeole 
Your house Dorcllm MOliday Nborel Tnin\"t 
Hishollse Datruo Nails iVI'Srouir 
Theil' hOl1se Dorrum AnapkiDo Zeel Serrere 
Old hOllso Doh' kuJima A needle Leebro 
A horseman EUanee Needless Leebree 
A holiday Laid New6 :K!haboor 
A bog Helloof .A pot L'giddera 



VOCAB ULARY. xiii 

);l 'GLISH. AR-UlIC, ENGL1SH. AR~BIC, 

It ni"bl Wasil lile A saint ACker 
j"'!H",ilt Lila The some BnW. 

Hallawohed ISBwit Anna shof leolt 
\utll1cg Gouhstieb Small Serrer& 

OtJ Schtrf Speak Killum 
A-lyown i\l'tui The sea E t .WBahar 
\ 10111: Killurwadha Asea wiud Rbcatoleberr 
o Iridl Naum Smell Shim 
\ plato Tyforc Sweet L'bcllll 

l'lll,er VKhant Sleep Na\l9 
1. p. (lIor.r... Cbidduk Sheep Khipps 
\ plllu'iclgc L'Hes2hle A seal T oho.w 

A phuu l\l in IIlS5aw Myself Annabroh~ 
J'a' DU5h Send it Sift 
1'1\5 Zelboll Steel L'hind 
I' pror }'ilJiJ Sick Morud 
A [len L'cuJlum A ship Sphioa. 
A pcnknife Lmufl ~i:\~~i:~ L'khait 
J'tIL~ Sume Nuckraw 
AT>!"i on Lhllbs A spit L's food 
l'igeon L bnmmarn ThPsky Sima\v 
potnngral1ale Rummau Shirts Khumise 
1\ port l\1l:rsa Silk l.'herrer 
A pound. Urtlc Scissors 1\1 khQ.!9 
1"1 Ellmb SUOI:S Blogby 
Smulll'oJ. F-zhdree Shoemaker Z'horra, 
I'&'m Khollzhoon Short Vf\!ar 
qllllk-il\er Za\\Rck Shoot Drab 
-\ 'l""rter Orba So much Cud 
HII illl Sbil.lc Svll Eztub 
li!\di~hc If..:il! 1'1Iissorl Halheut 
Rails Durbun Sour Humd 
HI.!>l.dy 1\lozhude <ap Xabon 
H,·d Hummer Aspoon Mogburf 
R lie arlo Lalge Siocking Mediaz 
H~ckou jl Ha~!ut Stop Besorc 
night Say A 90n Wold 
A riug .Iurraw Tbe suu Shims 
RI,umt :Il door Sugar Scoor 
A", u Elbect Supper La.'1haw-
H, room Lbeat dealivc The summer Seef 
\ lit room EI beatuk Suet Sroin 
R\lbit Haoku Snuff Niff 
,R'JIl Zroe A table L'roeeda 
Rilly N'hendcn Take Hack 
Hum l\lRbia ] tbank God Hamdila 
I ') Gull Ilhallkyoa La-ykterkherrll. 
~all Elro ilhe TNld!; Sebib 
Sua .. e 1-1ooof The L. 
Sbll.\'e me Hnouf Ie Whom alimor 
~hl.Y Besooool They or them baonu 
Stutn Droule Then:: Tima or hannuck , .'" !\Juoshort T h\! irs Um. 
_\ IJ,lIe Sui::e Tea-cups Tassal 

;~~te LorbQlle A tree GrezillD 

y Rumwell Tell bim GuUee or gull· 
~ .. iJur' t1~.erri t. ht.lboG 



xiv VOCABU.LAny. 

ENGLISH. 
Whnt wou ld you plcllIIO to have 
W lllIt tire you comc (or 
WIIUI ore ),ou doing 
W hut do you WU ll t to bur 
Whlll tlo you want wit b It 
AWnl'c· hoo!Jo 
Whfll ul!e you 
WIH'roi6it 
ThiH\\'cck 
LIlIIIIHlck 
Ncxtl\(ICk 
In uwc'Jk 
As J weill along tbe street 
flow i6 ( 110 wind 
Alund·wjnd 
A6C1Hvin d 
Whioh lsll 
Why dou'tyoo do It 
lum wrong 

~~~a~~ ,~~;J50ne 
Whut ibnll wo do 
Whut 8hnll they do 
WLLn!ab{llIl do 
Whitt remedy i8 thero 
]~ot U9 do 90 0 lid so 
Wou l,1 it nOI be betterso 
YOII hud best do !:luob tI one 
Lutmoulonc • 
W"l'e 1 111 yourplo.co 
'l'is nil Olle 

'Tlstho.ntliO thillg 
hil'ruc 
l tbtmo 
Tbm'o is no doobt of it 
1 believe you 
We hdlevo you 
I any ye:l 
1110y 1\0 
I ~ny H i8 
'~tly '118 1101 

¥I:~:ll~~r , :~(~ 
1 did hUljcst 1 eOll~(Hl l 
I will Hot 
l?,'Om whollco come you 
Wllillull' .:\) you 
)~rOIll without 
li'rolnwithin 
Slny 1\ IIUle 
GOI you gOlle 
SIllY fl)l' tl1e 
SIlOtlk 
1'0 whom .10 you speak 
W lint Jo yOl1l1oy 
1 illy t1Olhhl~ 

AnABIC. 
As tzuck sick 
AJnllh jonl 
AKh cut uruelJ 
A9hbrito sherry 
Allhhib blow 
L'herry 
Alit. nndick 
Finno 
H ndUllcsma 
Eltmo.lcdel 
E~mn J:jkher 
Wuhnd Zhma 
Kilef cmshcct 
Kif ItO reub 
Rhc/\, nia Jubbor 
RI1(:uh lolbin 
Ammnteo. 
Alo.~h iliA mnt nmlo 
Allnn gh uhll 
Nto.ghuh li 
Ash ent ammell 
A,h cnEi.Olmcllo 
A~h erllnmcllo 
AshlJl1ummcli 
Ash mindulHl 
Arn cunmmello kndtt. wokndn 
WO!'lh Inn tn klln khcrcco. kbnkn 
Khcrelick Hiftmcll fu tan 
}Icl'knt\ fcrknco 
Loo kunl fy o.lldik 
Kool sid wnund 
Stelt Illea 
nolhock 
Wosh bclhock 
Mil, fysh ick 
SlllltilU cmona!. 
Anl\ tl'lll'ntick 
Ann kult Inyo 
Ann LoU In 
](kU!lcrtkinc 
l<hnl1urt ffi ll kine 

~':d~I"~i~~\tba 
Anno. dtlhnkt woeon 
Annn rudy 
Mnhubt 
~/ti~I~On~~r.ynik or min iuo1:ecll 

1\'lin bnwa 
Min dochal 
KMdllhwy 
CiI'o fy ku.lik 
Shlllo. ny 
]{o!lnln 
Ly~min kill kcllum 
A~hlu.u kovll 
Ml\kLUl kooll ~by \ 



VOCABULARY. xv 

ENeUSK. 

HolJ yon r tongue 
till \e( beard il 
I II Ird it 
Ttw} SEl~ so 
fit." lold meso 
Wluil U'l ''au want 
" lull do ,'ou a~k 
I\n'lw~I'mf' 
I bnn ciulle lIothini' 
nil not ;!\y 51) 

Di,t y"" -ay ~o 
I Il'iti ullttellhim 
1\ly In, ler said so 
O,·,,',I-morro .... master 
Bu" do you do 
''''rv well 
God blf'ys you, sir 
rood hetp j·,Hl 
(;ud pre.en'(' you 
.... "l1ce be with von 
B o\\ does your family 
I 100.g to see you 
10(1 III C dear to me 
God r"',"ard rou 
How 00\'< tlw king 
f;od ~raul him long life 
Gud ul('~~ him 
Gud bl,~~~ hj~ reign 

~~~~ ~::~?~~~bd I~rs C;'~::~:i 
Ootl hleo;s hiQ friend~ 
Gud confound the infid~l!I 
The k~ng'" fa~'oul" is beUer tbe..n guld 
fb I' k, \I~ lo\"('"s juslice 
kh~ 101'e honest men 
--8rc de5pj~ed in An countries 
Chrif;tinns keep their words belter 

thall Moors 
Th~ .\rubie language is very difficult 

Jor J\ strangel' to lellrn 
There are r(m or them that can pro­

nounco well 
What mllkes it so difficult 
Becau ic the)' make UM! of letters 

ihsi lhn Chrl&tians have not 
I ~ it practicahle to write Arabic with 

Roman IcHCI'S 
Some w(lrds may he Wl'Ote so ns to 

give lbe true sound, though they 
oro bUl few 

The 1\lool"s genernlly speak the 
EUI'Opeao languages badly 

WIHlI il' the reu~oo of tbat 
Because the terms they usc io Ara­

bic, they apply in olber Jan­
guIl6'l;'~~'bieh somelimea are very 
ddicul'lI ~ . 

ARAB IC. 

Skule 
Ameri mn smnnh 
Annn Sm:ialo 
1{j 'koolo ha 
Kallo hallee 
A~h la hab 
Ash sucksit 
Goubnee 
l\Ja amelt shy 
Lat kooll hakada 
Wa sil kooll liaducksky 
Mn enk.oollo sill 
Cidi kall ha 
Sebab el khere cidi 
Kif enta 
Ala khere 
Allah berk Ilk 
Allah allnk 
Allnh e~terik 
Salama alikortl or labez 
Kif I"Ilnno baldarcum 
Wnha.~h·n(lk 
Enle assi7.allde 
Allah I:chalfalik 
Kif kall sidna 
Allah ctM'ile ammero 
Alhl.h cber!': fyammero 

!:::~ :ft:t~: ~hed~W~~::~I~: 
Ailoh edummer adou ho 
.\111\11 e Berk fy &tI. ha bo 
Alhl.b ellllal elkuffur 
Khater ;;idna afdaLm.i.r1 dubab 
SUI(ull ehnb eillock 
Sultan cbabo ncsmllOlona. 
Lehoud"mobakkorill fy kul balad 
Lel1sarra tabattill fy koulhom uk the) 

EI.\:loslemin 
Elllllll Alaarb waarna Ia EI Dewanc. 

nlmoho 
Knlibe fibum Iyqui cudderoaala elga 

A~bwnarhabakada 
Linhum Ki Khuddemo bawoof'Lymll 

hum nind e!lSaWR 
Wo~h Uarabio tenkitteb Be Bawoof 

Rome 
Bad Kelmat enkitlibbo ry sebilbum 

wruakin Kalile 

E! Moslemin Ki kbussero Kellam E1 
;';gam 

Alasb 
Line-bume ki kbuddimo mafmi aara· 

~~c~L.t b~::Ql' okbrino wake karl 



XVI VOCABUL_,,-RY. 

ENGLISH, AitAltIC. 

Gi\"c us an example 
Well, sirs, I will 
They say, when a person has had 

blows, he bas eat the slick 
The same, if a person is robb~d; they 

B;~h~ s:ac!ea~le~ ~a~:r~:t~a~a!pplY_ 
ing European terms in your Ara­
bic language, WIll appear equally 
ridiculous. 

The Jews do not pronounce the Ara­
bic well, as tbey always use the 
sin for shine 

It is said tbat tbe emperor is much 
displeased at tlfe receiprof some 

, ilie~~~~a~~bo~e;~~~~,~rf: ;e~~:~ 
wbnt it is 

1t is thought be intends going thither 
in person in a few days; the 
event will soon bc known 

When the army begins to march, 
orders will be sent to the Arabs to 
hold themselves in readin('ss 

Somebody will pay for this unrea­
sonable campaign 

G~e~~! i~ ~;~t~~~:lI~~b~ s;~e~ 
sence is nll:c.essary to quiet tbe dis· 
turbances ill Suze 

They say the Spani<!.rds have pro· 
po!ed sending a. person to accom­
pany lhe presents inteocl.ed for the 
king: , it is,...Iepor~ed · also ~tbat a 
tl'uce will soon be concluded be­
tween tile tlVO natious for ih'e 
years. 

Atlenaaarbo 
Iwa ciadi as m~ndi 
Xi koollo ida end rub a had .akal fulan 

I""" 
Wa kadelik ida tabous ahad, ki kooHQ; 

fulan tekil! -
Kaddelika rome ida ~budaam maanj 

agami fy elsan alaarb fy dabaridar 
bessel! -

Le hood rna ki aarfo etebto el kellum 
~~~hume ki klmddemo sin fy aud 

Kallo biJleSuitaQ. emgeare ala sbi 
khabur lisefto 10 min slU walakin 
rna caarf had ash-eno' 

Tbonno ellH~s bille qui hab eroshi ber 
nisso fy shi eame kallilc ly tima 
edabr fy krib 

l't'linine el-emhella timsbee etalIlmero 
elaarb en ekwmo mugoodin 

Had min hum ekhalsala·bad elharka 
fy geare lokat . 

Allah esilk comoor berifk: \Va eurd 
cidoa salamma: line haddaratto el 
ahlin) tahab bish tahedden, zazaat 
Suz 

Kalla bine spanniol habbo eMato had 
maa el hedd eat mataa. Sultan; \Va 
hila ka()elTk bine etammal Jud­
denna ala kbems sneeD.. bine lum­
lin~. 

:InNIS • 

. ,' 


