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VIC 124; Minutes of the Council Meetings, Elmina. 

23rd January 1710 ; ••• D. -G. proposed to send the ship ;IAfrica;! with its 

present armasoen. to Curac,;ao, as it is already too heavy to make still a 

voyage to the Bight and the Rivers, 'and as we are also provided with more 

appropriate vessels for thnt purpose at the moment. But the mentioned 

ship, as a result of the great mortality among the slaves confiscated in 

various searches of Portuguese ships, had not yet acquired its complete 

armasoen, vlhilst on the other hand it should be considered a matter of t he 

greatest urgency that the said ship be dispatched as soon as poss ible. 

At this juncture Oppercommies Haringh expressed his opinion that along t il.; 

LO\1er Coast, around the Rio Volta, a good quantity of slaves could sure l y 

be purchased, because the peoples of that area had been involved in the 

recent wars at Accra and other places and had for some time now not had 

the occasion to bring their slaves and ivory to the market. 

6th l~rch 1710 ; Messrs Schoonheyd, Ingelby and Haringh demonstrated t hn t 

it is frequently being reported tha t soldiers and craftsmen statione d i n 

this Castle, as well as sailors from ships anchored on these roads, have 

mede it their habit to wait on the paths for Ne groes who come to sell 

palm-wine in the Crom, and to take it away from them with violence. 

They therefore proposed an lordinance for the suppression of that malprnc ti cE:, 

Lfth April 1710; D.-G. informed thG Council tha t an excha nge of protests 

and counter-protests had taken pla ce between himself a nd Sir Dalby Thomas , 

conce r ning robberies and panyarrings committed l a tely by tho Fantyns againGt 

serva nb, of the Noble Compo On this Sir Dalby had re plied tha t he did not 

knovl about those ~specific') acta, that Fantyn is a big country in ,:,hioh 

there arc bound to be some rogues, and that if they were found out, t hey 

certainly "lo'..lld be punisged. Sir Dalby added that it appeare d as if t ho 

Fantyns have the intention of not permitting to either Company as muc h 

trade o.s it desires, to panyar a lot of people, and in fact to take avlO.Y 

fron both Elmina and Cabo Corso all the trade and to cause an un-limited 

\'Iar. They also threaten to take revenge on all those of our friends 8.11(' . 

allies \-lho ho.ve refused to help them in , their wa r against Cabes Terra, 

which the y expect to win. Sir Dalby therefore proposed a mutual agrecoan t 

containing the following articles: 

1. To offer protection asainst the evil designs "/hich the Fantyns mn:l ha ve 

on the goods , men, slaves, vassals and others of both our Companies at aud 

around our factol'ies at Cormantyn, Agga, J\ nnemaboe, Houree, Cabo Cors o , 

Elmino., Cornmany, J\guaffo and Fetu ; 

2. To join as cany Natives to our alliance as is posciblc, and to make a l l 

Chief-Captains eat fetish that they \'lill renain faithful to bath of us, 

IlJld that those ~lho refuse to do so should be driven out from those p l n c cf; 

wh ich enjoy our protection. 

If the FllJltyne again molest anybody belonging to our protected arenc , 

declare war on them, and in every respect treat them HS 



the enemies of both of us. 

Considerat ions of D.-G. Schoonheyd addressed to the Hon. Sir Dalb, Thomas , 

Governor-General on behalf of the English Hoyal African Company ••• It. is 

true that the Fantyns have molested our servants, and Cbmr.Jitted other in­

solences to both our Companies, broken their contracts, and even have had 

the impertinence to demand more gifts, but H. Hon. will have to admit, tha t 

this is mainly so as a result of the continuous trade of hhe English lryfo 

ships at Anemaboe, which is very profitable to them, and which gave ther.J 

occasion to prefer their own interest above the duties they owe to our 

Companies. And this must also have been the principal cause for their 

kidnapping in the forest many innocent people, like highway-men, whom they 

sold afterwards; They did this already before the Saboese and Fetuse had 

been defeated by them, but the practice has increased since, together with 

their presumption. In broad daylight they have taken away from under our 

fort at Noure some people in order to abduct them to Cabo Corso or Annomabp 

and to sell them there, notwithstanding they had received sufficient satis -­

faction about the Saboe people who had fled. I'le could pergaps try to 

compell our Caboceers to eat fetish that the y remain faithful to us and thQt 

they put a stop to ~hese robberies, considering all those who do not want t o 

join our alliance against the Fantyns as their enemies, but that would i nvol ­

ve us in warfare along the whole coast, because there is hardly any state 

here "hich is not allied to the Fantynse; they would rather have both of Oul' 

Companies as their enemies than Fantyn alone. It is also easy to say that 

war should be declared on the Fantynse on account of some minor dispute, 

but we do not see v/hich state or who else would make such a declaration, a:10. 

if we did it ourselves, we would expose the reputa tion of our Companies, i n 

particular if we could not from the outset be sure of our victory, and t he 

outcome could be an evil much worse than the present one. 

WIC 2; Minutes of the Ass. of Ten. 

17th September 1710. It has been taken into deliberation and agreed tha t 

since the slaves being bought for the slaveships an the va rious factorie s 

on the Gold Coast are very costly to the Company because b!c: the many ex­

penses for maintenance, their long voyage and the great mortality among 

them, and that they are therefore more expensive than those bought in Ardra 

and Angola, to write therefore to the D.-G. & Hembers of the Council, tha t 

after receiving this letter they should desist from further purchases of 

slaves on the Gold Coast, and to barter the cargoes which arrive r~cr for 

gold and other current tradegoods. If for some very important reason the 

slave trade on the Gold Coast were to be continuea yet, and could not be 

totally abolished, they sho~ld explain to us on the first occasion which pre - I 

:.lents itself the reason for it. As \-Ie presUJ:Je that on receiving this lette r 

there will be soma slaves present on the Gold Coast, it will be recor.Jmende d 

to sond them to Curac;;ao on board of the yacht ;'Elmina;;. 

13th Novemb~r ~211; [.greed to reply to D.-G. & Council, that T.H. tho 

seen their considerations concel'ning the slave trade on the 

that they can approve of them, and that therefore they are 

of the purchase of slaves on the G.C., but as fe,./ as po::; ;i u 
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HIC 41; Secret IIinutes of the Presidial Chamber. 

C.Bors Van Waveren, on behalf of the Ass. of Ten, to Adr. Schoortheyd, D.-G. 

at Elmina, Amsterdam, 29th December 1710. 

\1e received Y.H's letter of last year, but learned ... lith surprise that Y.H. 

considemthe discovery and search for gold there on the Coast for the Coop. 

iopossible and rejects it completely, where we, on the contrary, had expected 

that Y.H. would have indicated to us some expedient means to acquire gold ? 

the Qore as Y.Rls predecessor, P.Nuyts, had very positive ideas on this 

matter. Ve are therefore also definitely of the opinion that it should be 

poss ible for the Company to acquire some gold on the Coast, if it were pro­

vided with the necess ary means thereto . As we think that this is one of 

the most considerable and essential points for the prosperity of the Noble 

Comp., \</e hereby request Y.H. to let Y .H' s thoughts d\'1ell once more on t his 

issue, and we therefore send to Y.H. a copy of a letter of the late General 

Nuyts on this subject. (dd. 24/4/1706). 

Copy of: Messrs. Hoevenaar, Haringh and Engelgraaff Robberts, Elmina, to 
the Gentlemen Commissioned to Secret Affairs , dd. 21st June 1711 • 

••• \;Ie hereby inform Y.H. that we are entirely ignorant of what thoughts limy 

have moved the late General (i.e. Schoonheyd) to consider the search for gol d 

impracticable, unless he meant to say tha t the suggestions of the late Gen. 

Nuyts had remained without effect and that the Ver! Honourable Gentlemen of 

the HIC had not even thought fit to send hlhther a sufficient number of [len 

ne eded for the conservation of the fortresses, let alone to start such an 

enterprise. Y.Hs. should not forget to take into consideration what the 

late General Nuyts thought to be required for such a project? and before 

even thinking of starting anything with a chance for success such should be 

sent hither. However, Gentlemen, we have the impression that Hr. Genera l 

Nuyts must have been gravely mistw<en, or that there Qust have been a kind 

of revolution, because what H.E. wrote about the good intentions of the 

Negroes living on the banks of the Ankober we do not find at all, on the 

contrary, we have the impression that th~y will with all their force resist 

all our attempts, so that the required men would not only be needed, but 

even be of the greatest necessity and be increased in number, because r &ully, 

GentleQen, Y.Es. should not indulge in the idea that Their power extends 

anywhere farther than the fire of Their guns can reach. 

Concerning Y.Es' request that we take into serious consideration the denol­

i tion of some, or even all the forts, \d th the exception of the Nain Castle, 

without abandoning any territory, Y.Hs. proposing to indicate or mark those 

places where the Company once owned (a building) by Deans of a bmg pole or 

stone, we humbly pray Y.Hs. to accept our advice ; of old, even from the very 

days of the discovery and conquest of this Coast, it has been the true int­

erest of the conqueror to acquire land, to build strongholds on it and to 

put in them as many men as necessary for both the bridling of the inhabit­

ants and the conservation of those forts. But as in the course of time the 

oommanders have experienced that the vastness of the land makes it impossibl e 

brins it under theiJ' control by means of the sword, they have 



• • 
como to the conclusion that in order to draw advantage from the conquered 

posts, it would be necessary to make contracts of peace (sic) with the 

Natives. The latter, seeing in particular in the days of the foundati on 

of the Dutch \He the simplicity and straightfor\'Jardness with \-rhich it 

proceeded, have not hesitated to s@ek core and mgre its p;,otection and t o 

t~~e refuge under the walls of the Company's forts, and 1ator it happened 

nore and more frequently, vJi th the increasing nUr.lber of viars among the 

Negroes, that many people driven from areas de ep in the interior, have o.lso 

sought refuge under the walls of the forts of that Company; and so the y have 

begun to ferm together a fairly big household (sic) by which .,. the paths 

are being kept open. If now such a fortress were to be demolished, those 

dep~ndents vlould also go away and take their protection from others, and 

go to the English, the Danes or the Brandenburgers. \1e can hardly belieVE: 

that Y.Hs. are really of the opiniam that the Noble Comp.'s property could 

be conserved by a simple ma rking sign, the more as Y.Hs. must be sufficient­

ly &HUre of the fact that the people here are strangers to laws. These 

people knO\. so '!lell what is in their advantage and they have among th<msel­

ves such strong laws of sovereignty, that they ,,1Ou1d see nothing wrong i n 

violating such imaginary international regulations (laws) 

VIC 3; Minutes Ass. of Ten. 

20th November 1711. ' 0' For some time now, frequent complaints have been 

received frOL1 the Coast concerning the poor quality of the rifles, and 

time and aga in large quantities of them are returned damaged. It has there ­

fore been agreed to request all the Chambers to pay more attention that the 

stock and butt-ends of the rifles consist of one piece, and to arrange clear­

ly '-lith the suppliers that they sell only rifles of that quality . Further­

more, that each seller shall have to mark the rifles he sells to the oerch­

ants of the Cha~bers with his own mark, and that before purchase these rifles 

be properly inspected ., . 

\J IC 124; iIinutes Elr:lina Council. 

21st Harch 1711. Reaai1l8' -_of letters froo the Ancober and Axim . 00 that t he 

Caboceers of t he Brandenburg forts , named Dikke Jan (Fat John), 110sson and 
az;d Anta 

Basko ho.d made knovm to Appery, that a large number of \-lassa/soldi ers ha d 

a lready arr ived in the Bandenburg crom ip order to help Dikke Jan, and 

CODnies Dutler expressed therefore his fears , that the Brandenburgers [Jay 

in this way get the upper hand, '~nd that in this way they could entirely 

ruin our trade in tha t area. In addition he wrote that the Ancoberse (who 

have declared to be ready to help him to their best ability ) have let hiD 

know that if he, Butler, leaves theD to their fate and takes the Comp.'s 

goods elsewhere, that he oay be certain, that the y will arrange Datters i n 

such a \·my, that our Nation will never again have the opportunity of hav i nG 

any trade , let alone a lodge there. In nnother lettor, from Hermans, a 

aimilar warning was made concerning an- imminent .. Tar ••• It has there fore bCCi, 

resolved to send to Oppercoomies Butler 50 armed Negroes, and to let the 

valuable merchandise be brought from the I.neober to Axim in safety, 

\be of Heercans and his servants stay in the lodge , and 

Negroes that he \lill defend it to the end • • , 
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\lIC 124; 18th April 1711. The Council approved of the proposition to 

make the factories at Axim and Ancober interdependent of each other. 

Various reasons were given, principally that each of the factories having 

a Merchant of its own and being visited by the same traders as they are 

situated very close to each other, both Merchants tend to compete with eac~ 

other and (even) to draw the traders a\-Iay from each other. In that way t t ey 

do not only ruin each other, but they make the traders also impertinent, 

disturbing greatly the ~egu1ar trade in that way. It has therefore been 

agreed to appoint COL1111ies \Jillam' Butler as Chief (headman) of the two 

fac tories, and to put Solomon tor Sr:1i tte as OndorcotlDies under his authority 

on the Ancobcr Hill. 

16th August 1712 (sic: should be 1711). Reading of a letter from Comoies 

Boerhavc, Boutry, in which he writes tha t Jan Connie, the headman of the 

Brandenburg Natives is chasing away more and more our subject peoples, robb­

i ng s ome of them, killing others; even, tha t having treated the Natives 

under t he 2nglish fort at Dixcove , he has burnt the il voorcror;1: : (Suburb) of 

tha t town . That furthermore he has dared, together with Obim, to declare , 
war upon us, threatening to commit similar ~cts of violence under our fort. 

The President then demonstrated how mentioned Conny after the peace which 

had been made ending the war between the Axim and Brandenbt:rg Natives , has 

violated tha t pea ce, and at once has attacked again the very ones .lith whon 

he had just made peace, and on that occasion chased the friends of the Apper­

rys, subjects of the Noble COLlpany, conpletely out of the Anta country . 

Si milarly he has compelled the English Natives again to "Ii thdra\>l from the 

protection of the guns (of Dixcove fort) and to stay now under the protect­

ion of our fort at Boutry. For that reason he is now threatening with some 

of his rebellious subjects to cause the ruin of our crom, which may lead 

to the death of the trade there. The reputation and the honour of the COLlp. 

could not suffe r that T.Hs ' own subjects were not to be protected by their 

arLlS. T.Hs. therefore agreed that in order to put a stop to this evi1 a 

person should be sent thither who due to his experience with those Natives 

will be able to bring about a settlenent in these matters , either by friendly 

or by forceful means. IDf he can't obtain with blandness what is needed , he 

;:w.y reinforce hioself with as many men and arms as will be necessary to 

a t t ain our aim. If Conny is still staying at Dixcovo , and if the English 

are still trying to avoid any cause for dipute, it has IJ o ..:: n agreed to inforLl 

stil~ t his evening T.H& the English in u letter, requesting then to act 

~~_~l~~_c~n~ with us in this matter " 0 H.Haringh has been requested 

to supply all the needed Hinase with arns and to render him thither, and, if 

Lloro rJen are required, to arc all the poople under our neighbouring forts 

in thut nrc(\.. 

25th October 1711. President proposed , to station COI:mies Jan de Paauw as 

Permanent J·lerchant for the Slave Trade at Fida, as he has earlier taken care 

of t he sorvice of the Noble COLlp. Q that place and is quite experienced in 

Josua Boerhave will take his position at Bercou, and Heernans 
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\lIC 41; Secret Hinutes Ass. of Ten. 

3rd December 1712. A letter from Bessrs Haringh, Hoevenaar and Engelgraaf f 

who are in charge of the management of the Coast of Guinea, dd. Elmina, 21st 

June 1711 was read out, concerning their considerations on how to raise a 

fund to cover the great expenses of the Cor.lpany. They pray Y.RB. to take 

into consideration the Portuguese who have the habit to go thither froD 

Brazil in order to buy slaves all along the Coast, in exchange for gold, 

tobacco, sugar,kerduyvel (=1) and other produce, which trade seerols to be 

oore profitable here than at Fida or elsewhere. Vhenevera cruis.r of the 

COl;lpany searches such Portuguese ships, T .Hs do not draw any advantage frO Li 

it, as they take r.lOstly the precaution of being free of contraband goods . 

Yet, Y.Hs. can clearly see that the Portuguese have in fact free trade there , 

the more as they are able to escape the Comp.'s ships just by sailing und er 

tho protection of the guns of any fort of Foreign Nations. Considering t h:;. t 

the Com~ could draw great advantage if these Portuguero could be necess itatod 

to anchor, when coming straight frOD Brazil, at the Main Castle, by put t i ng 

all the ir goods, like i~digo, Brazilian tobacco, hides, gold &c. in u there ­

to specially designa ted store-house, exchanging then all those goods agains t 

[Je tropolitan value - for slaves, and evetually naking them Gail straight to 

Brazil with those slaves without calling on any other ports, they (i.e . t he 

writers of the letter) have made this proposal, as it has been felt, that 

one could easil y bring the Brazilians to this (procedure). 

Y • lIs . i-fQuld in this way acquire a considerable influx of peo plo deep fro !:1 

the interior, which will certainly bring advantage to all factories, and 

this \'lould bring a boon not only in slaves, but also in gold and ivory . 

The various comD~nders of the factories would have to keep the slaves to 

their own charge till the aforesaid ships arrive at Elminn , where they 

should at once be exchanged for the goods the y bring, to the latest known 

value in the fatherland, and with the SaLlO profit-r.la rgin as \-1ith which other 

goodG arc sold. In this way the Coop. would get double profit, vi z. first 

with the purchase of tho Negroes, and then again in the barte r with the 

Po rtuguese. As the returning ships would in that way mostly be empty, t his 

would alGo develop new perspectives for the Coastal trade. I nte rlopers too, 

would become Goon more and moro disappointed in their expectations, because 

the loc a l people, seeing how easily they could sell at the Coop_ 's forts 

would not retain their merchandise for the interlopers. The l a tt er , who 

have to restrict the@selvcs to the gold trade, would not know where to go . 

.•• If J. Hs. wore to perceive the advantages of the above, it would be 

required to negotiate secretly such contracts "lith the Brazilians, avoidint:; 

pUblicity as much as possible, so that the Portuguese Crown, which is very 

jealous of the Brazilians, does not get any inforoation about this, and also 

in orde r that they will not be prevented froo this by the English, who now­

adays oubsist nearly entirely on the Portuguese. It has therefore teen 

resolved to maintain the necessary secrecy on t~is issue and to propose it 

to the next meeting of the Ten. 
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VIC 41; 20th September 1712. It has been understood and consented to, 

to write to the present D.-G. Haringh a secret letter that the Gentlemen 

of this Assembly have a favourable opinion on the concept and the consid­

erations concerning the admission of Portuguese ships arriving straight 

from Brazil and to barter their cargoes for slaves, and that they are 

willing to approve of an experiment with that trade but on condition 

that no contraband goods are found in those ships. And since the Directors 

received here the information that the Company could in this barter make 

about 300 guilders in goods and merchandise from the Brazilians for each 

slave, those goods should be valued as low as possible, if it wishes to 

make a proper profit on he Coast, Such Brazilian ships should also be 

provided with a certificate or passport concerning the slaves bought in 

this way at Elmina, so that later, in case of a search no dispute may 

arise about their origin. 

\lIe 124; 13th February 1712 , Reading of a letter from Commies De PaaU'l'T, 

dd. Fida, 28th January 1712 , including a protest by him and a counter­

protest by the Eirechor of the French Nation there, Mons. Jean Chamois, 

about the little ship !bra, destined to the Bight-trade, which, having 

anchored ~n the Fida-roads on 15th January, was chased by a French pirate 

from Hartinique and exploded miserably in the fight which ensued. This 

constitutes a notorious infraction of the Contract of Neutrality concern-

ing the S8£urjty of the Fida-roads, signed by three Nations. Considering 

that in these days of ,.ar the Noble Compo cannot retaliate with violence 

because of the serious consequences now that the French send so many ships 

to Fida, the Commies could do nothing but ask Mons. Chamois for a proper 

recompensatioIj. for the losses incurred. There is no doubt that the llAcrall 

was attacked by the French pirate , and that it could not escape because of 

the lack of wind ••• It has therefore been resolved to write the following 

protest to •• the Director of the Royal Company of France contractee of 

the Assientos in Guinea ••• (follows the above story) ••• Two people from 

Popo witness that they could see the flags, although the y could not recogn­

ise them because of the lack of wind, which is a proof of the fact that the 

fight uid indeed take place on the Fida Roads, which extends as far as the 

flags of ships can be seen •••• Undersigned do not doubt that Hons. Chamezils, 

in consideration of the good harmony \>Thich has been cultivated by our Nations 

at Fida up to now, will be of the same opinion, and chose peaceful means 

above violent ones. Ve therefore claim from this mentioned Gentleman re­

compensation and restitution of all the damages suffered ; but if this is 

refused, we shall give proof, in the name of and on behalf of ~heir High­

mightinesses of the States-General and Their Chartered \HC, of all the cal­

amities, damages &c. which will result of our dissatisfaction and retaliate 

with the war--ships which are here already at hand. 

15th February 1712. D.-G. related that in compliance with the Resolution 

of T.Rs. the Directors of 16th i.ugust 1711 he had gone to the Upper Coast 

to •• tt1e the war against Jan Conny, and having stayed at Boutry 
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and at Axim for nearly 6 months we have done, together with the Hon. James 

Phipps, Agent at Cabo Cors, all we could to settle the matter. D~-G. then 

laid before the Council the following detailed report on the war in Anta: 

(summary:)/J.Conny's ;Iboysll Bossum g, Cra fled to his enemy Apperry in Axi m, 

Conny raided A. , carrying off 60 or 70 people, and solilght an alliance with 

".T assa. Caboceer Jetuan of \Jassa reported to have been offered 200 benc1as 

for his help, and shortly afterwards Wassa Caboceer Bo Coffy arrived with 

large number of men at Pokesu, causing consternat ion at Axim. Young men 

of Axim and Ankobra urged,by mouth of Axim-caboceer Pinga, that Apperry 

give up Bossum 8< Cra. In Narch they were surrendered, but Conny continued. 

to threaten with a Ilassa invasion of Axim, Ancober and Abokro, till Axi Q 

paid 9 bendos and Ancobra 10 (gune), when Conny dismiss ed the IJassa j But 

Conny \Ii thheld Eo Coffy, for an alleged debt, and Jantua closed therefore 

the paths to the Brandenburg factories. Blenke (Sekondi) reported in Sept. 

that '.Iassa caboceer Ajepa had asked him to urge D.-G. not to make peace 

vIi th Conny, because the ;IZaay ll had given permission to him to attack Conny 

on condition that he (Jetuan) assist Amanqua, then marching on Aowin./ 

follm'ls: IIList of Expenses on the Anta war, from 17th August till lOth Feb­

rary 171211 : rifles:_ 70 to the quarter of Accomany, 60 to the Dinkirase, 

30 to the Akimse , 35 to Pieter Pasop and his people, 4 to 4 white boys, and 

30 to Jan !lmsterdam and his people. 

Furthermore: 93 rifles for the people of Endiba, Abien and Anbretta, 6 fo r 

;,nnim and the ;,ncobrase, 14 for Pieter Pasop, and gold and present; for the 

above mentioned peoples, as vlell as for Abbe tekje and the Abramboese. 

Finally, 10 rifles to Aeon, 20 to Abbecan, 10 to the Abramboese and Communise , 

and (?) to Boutry. Commies Butler sent to Igwira and ilassa : 2 oz 6 angels of 

gold, and again 6 oz. to Caboceer Intwam of Hassa (&c.,&c.) .•. making a 

total of 60 marks, 2 oz. and 7 angels. 

27th February 1712. On the demand of some Fantyn deputies and re-iterated 

letters from ondercommies Boerze at Cormantyn claiming that ten shipsgifts 

are still due to them by the Company, according to the contract ••• It has 

been resolved, considering the quarrelsome character of mentioned Negroes 

~Iho in case of alienation could cause the Noble Compo a great deal of harm, 

to write back to ondercommies B. that we authorise him to negotiate with the 

Fantynse, and to see if he can't reduce this cla im on the Compo to 3 or at 

most 4 ahipsgifts. 

16th Uarch 1712. D.-G. made it known that he has received orders from the 

Noblu COMpo that unless strictly necessary no slaves should anymore be pur­

chaucd here on tha Gold Coast. Yet, information has been received, that 

th<.:r<: ar~ at the moment 8 or 9 English \lar-ships , lO'~ ships and Company ships 

on the Coac;t, 8.nd that several of them are on the verge of sailing doun to 

Fidu. The Compo Ghip ;'Clo.ra" , destined to trade nt that st.l.me place, has still 

to stay here for a short while to disembark some of its cargo I to take \VD. t 8~' 

and fuel. but its trade at Fida would be greatly disturbed by mentioned ~nc-

D.-G. wondered if it would not be better and carry the approval 
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(UIC 12~· cant.) 

of the Highly Esteemed Directors if it purchased yet some slaves at the 

factories on the Lower part of the Gold Coast, but only if it could do so 

Hithout any interruption of its journey; ,to this end a circular letter 

would have to be written to the various lee\1a1'd (1IIo\ieril) factories, order­

ing the respective commanders to purchase in the: meantime as many slaves 

as possible, embarking them on board of the ilClara,1 when she passes those 

stations on her way to Ardra, and to stop that trade again immediately aft­

erwards. D. ·-G, informed the Hembers furthermore, that aforesaid Esteemed 

Gentlemen had sent an order that the Merchant at Fida make. a precise ac­

count of the slaves he has purchased. In obedience to those esteemed orders 

Chief l-ierchant Engelgraaff will be requested to make a draft of such an 

account ••• and to send it to Commies De Paauw. 

i 
. lst Hay 1?12;/From 2 letters dd. 18/4/'12 it appears that the Comp , ship 

;IEva l1aria;; \Vas captured by Hartinique pirates, off Cape Hesurado. It \'/o.s 

brouf,ht to \ihydah, where its crew &. passengers, together 70 men, destined 

to the G.C., were put on shore. Council deliberatednbd' resolved to try to 

buy the caI'go of the "Eva Naria ll , "Ihich was not appropriate for the trade 

at i-Ihy.dah, for a reasonable price back from the French, and, if possible 

the ship itself too, as it was reported to be still in a good condition. 

·50 marks of gold \iere issued to Capt. Wenman, who was leaving shortly for 

\Jhydah, to be given to De Paau\'/ for this purpose./ 

5th December 1712. Reading of letter from Commies Butler, Axim, concerning 

the attempt of the English to terminate the still pending differendd wit h 

Jan Conny and his helpers. D.-G. proposed, and Council agreed, that it 

would be good to try to involve in what Conny would consent to Obim and 

Nanta, being 8ubjects of the Camp. Once these two are silenced, they migh'c 

soon bring Conny to hi s senses, 'fen if it were only to compell him t o of fQr 

Gome smull presents, by which the Negroes would became auaro that \~hoever 

offends 7.Hs. (the Directors) ~'ill have to do penance, whether early or 

late .•• (follO\~ed by copy of:) Agreement between James Phipps, /,gent of 

the Royal African Company, H.Haringh, D.-G. ~,c. and Nic. Dubois, provo D.-G. 

on behalf of His Royal Naj. of Prussia smd His African and American Camp. on 

the Coast of Guinea .•• sigd. in the Prussian Chief-fortress, 20th Dec.1712. 

1: That there should be a lasting peace among the Nations and their subjec t 

Natives. 2: that the dinhabitants 'l (sic : read people living around) of 

Great Fredericksburg, belonging to H.M.of Prussia will pay to Bossrs Phipps 

:::. Haringh the 8Uffi of 80 bendas by means of which they buy off the war; 40 

bendus to each NQtion, to be PQid in Guinen gold and Dutch Troy weight, to 

be paid in 4 instalments within 3 years. 3. Concerning the dispute betHoon 

Conny Qnd f~pree about the Negross Ajebba, it has been decided, that tho 

Ca.bococrs of Axim Qnd Great Fredericksbu~g will be ordered by Nessrs HarL1c;h 

and Dubois to do justice in accordance with the customs of the land, and 

will have to obey the ~Qdgement, and if they were yet to refUGe , 

will be compelled to do so on the authority of the Generals. 
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4: that to this general settlement belongs also the payment of the fines 

imposed on the two makelaers Nanta of Dixcove and Obim of Boutry, on 3rd 

October last as a result of the agreement made between Director Dubois on 

the one side and Messrs Phipps and Butler on the other, viz. Nanta to ment­

ioned Phipps 50 bendas, and Obim to D.-G. Haringh 50 bendas ••• 5: that 

since some Company slaves have disappeared from the fortress at Dixcove, 

General Dubois promises to do his best to recover them from the Negroes un­

der his authority and to return them to Hr. Phipps, 6: Hr. Haringh 'vrill 

order l\.pperry and his friends to stop any further molestation of inhabi t·­

ants of H.i'!. of Prussia's Dominions. 7: that if Jan Conny and his frienc1[; 

do not obey to the above, the Prussian General agrees hereby to compell him 

to it by armed or other means, in conjunction with the Directors of the 

English and the Dutch Companies, 

19th December 1712. In consideration of the multiple tumults among the 

Natives and the danger of possible attacks against the Comp.i s fortresses, 

D.-G. gave into consideration, whether it would not be better to keep the 

ship "Acredrun ll , vJhich is ready to continue its journey to Ardra, for some 

time here on the Coast. Resolved to keep mentioned ship another 15 days 

here on the Roads, -it being Coreet (1), the good days of the Negroes, during 

which they usually undertake matters of importance. 

23rd December 1712. Reading of a letter from oppercommies d'Outreleau and 

ondercolTImies Ueermans, reporting that Aquando and Bobbie claim one benda 

cf gold per month as ;l~tgeldl1 for the lodge at Ponnie. It has been resol­

ved to '<rri te to R<!>Out",eleau that he must tell the Aquamboe King and Caboceer 

Bobbie, that the profits on the trade at Ponnie are not considerable enough 

to bear such expenses, and that we much rather would abandon that place 

than pay such big sums for costgeld. d'Outreleau should (indeed) order t hut 

the Company's effects and whitemen are removed from there in the safest 

manner, and this having been done, he should refuse to pay to Aquando the 

Accra costgel~ and not pay any of it till he receives further orders, 

\lIC 101; Letters & Papers from the Guinea Coast. 
D.-G. Engelgraaff Robberts, Elmina, to Ass. of Ten, 15th August 1712, 

Never in our memory and as far as old manuscripts concerning events here 

show has the condition on this Coast been such as it is now, when one camlOt 

find a single little village of which it could be said that it has stayed 

outside the war ••• the entire Gold Coast is split in two, each part stick­

ing to its party, which i~ most ruinous for the Trade. We hope that soon i t 

will come to a major clash in which one of the parties will be defeated. 

Asoiantyn, the principal and most powerful state ruled by one Chief, has 

dra\m to its interest Ouwien, Uassa, Agouaffe, Abrrunbo, Akanni, Fetu, Saboe , 

Fnntyn and Acron in order to drive the Caboceer Commomoree of 'tJuffer o~t 

of his country, an excellent enterprise for which we and many of our prede­

cessors have always been waiting with impatience, because in this manner 

small powers which occupy themselves with robbery are finally to be 

heel, and free passage will be assured. This Commomorec hac 
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was indeed driven out of his country and has retired to Cabesterra. The 

Cabestarrase, old enemies of the Fantyns and the .\kannists, are allied to 

Akim, and are no,,! making a firm stand to receive the other party. P:dded 

to this, the Dinkirase, who about a year ago withdrew their obedience 

from Assmantyn, have fled with all that is dear to them to Akim, adding 

much to the weight of this party to which later joined the Agonnase and 

other states which are tributary to Akim. He can hardly make up our mind 

in favour of the one or the other, because if Assiantyn were to be defentGd, 

the most powerful and the best merchants of the Upper Coast "'QuId be ruine d, 

and all the small brigands will again come out of their holes, but if tho 

Akimse get into trouble, the principal goldmine will <;9me to a standstill , 
shl.l 

and the Aquamboese will lose the little respect they/have for that state 

and compell the entire Lower Coast, in particular Accra, to trade with 

cowries in stead of ",ith gold, keeping the gold in their country, in the 

manner ae we have experienced with serious consequences 4t years ago at 

Accra; the best thing would be if these great bodies took in their sway 

many of those smal~ ones in their fast movement and would reach a proper 

agreement, but this is hardly imaginable. llhD.t is rather g01ng to happen, 

is that those who are most powerful let go by the best time because of 

their superstitious beliefs. , . 

vlIC 124; 4th January 1713. Demonstratir.g that 50 marks of gold were still 

deposited on the: Comp.'s account at Fida for the purchase of the nEva Harin d 

or its cargo, vrhich had hO\,lever failed, D.-G. asked the JViembers whether it 

vrould not be better to send the mentioned 50 marks on board of the l1 Acrcdac;; 

to T.R. the Directors, in view of the fact that keeping-that amount fruit­

lessly at Fida means only exposing it to undue dangers. He furthermore 

asked the Members' opinion on what should be done with the fortress at 

Taccorary, vrhich has no.r been empty for a considerable time as a result of 

the tumults of the Natives. Considering that l)oth forte; at. To.cc.o~D.ry 'and 

Sacconde badly need repairs, the same kind of traders pass there, and that 

all reasons for disputes with the English should be removed, it was resolved 

to put the fort at Taccorary in a state ' of sufficient defence and to occupy 

the Sacconde fort by 2 or 3 men. 

13th January 1713 ; D.-G. demonstrated that the time for keeping the '!f.cre­

dam;; at Elmina had expired, but that Commies De Paauv, had written D. let. 

tor dd. lOth Dec. 1712, in which he expressed his fright at the prospect 

. of the arrival of a Comp.'s ship: although there were only 2 Portuguese 

ships on the Fida Roads, the platthiljos supplied by the Noble Compo are 

invendi~le in compariocn with those of other Nations. He therefore request cu 

to take them out of the cargo (of the ;l l,credam ll ), as well as the basins, 

red cloth and glasses, and to put in their stead another quantity of iron 

and 500 PD. piped riflee Resolv6d to keep the HAc re darn;; , in vie ... , 

prospects for trade at Fida, for another 14 dayo here. 

of the Council, on the samo day, it waD however dec i d­

do some slave trade along the G.e., and c;) 
ao\ sake her IIful.l armasoenil on the (l.C.) 
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27th July 1713· This afternoon a letter arrived from Chief Herchant Engel­

graafi, Chama, \'1ri tten to-day, announcing the arrival there of the Caboceer 

Cuffo, Chicf of the 't~ufferse, who demonstrated to mentioned gentleman all 

sorts of expressions of friendship and inclination for the Dutch Nation, say­

ing that he was ready to make war on the Accanists, and that he had made agre e­

ments for that purpose with the Akimse, Dinkirase, Assiantyn, Arransz, Tacqua 

&c., who are also according to him ready, and to whom he had already paid a 

large part of the allocated money; but he added that he was still lacking some 

money for the full payment of those states, and that he therefore requested 

the Han. D. -G. to assist him .1i th yet some more money, viz. up to 100 bendas, 

including the old debt. He proceeded to make somegreat and good promises (sic) 

to recognise it (the debt?) once the matter 1,~is settled and quietness has been 

res tored in their country. Upon this the lion. Hembers have deliberated, that. 

if the Conp did not help 'tJuffer, the English would do it and draw that stato, 

which hns at present all the power in its hands to close the passages to all 

our fortresses and consequently impede the entire Trade j to their side. I'[ore­

over, if mentioned Chief, allied to so many pO.lerful states \"/ere to triumph, 

he would be able to disturb our Trade considerably, and he is therefore more 

useful as n friend than as an enemy. On the other hand, one may object that 

we may have to expect some trouble from the side of the Fantyns, who are fnit h­

ful and powerful allies of the ;,ccanists, especially against our fortress at 

Cormantyn, if they get to know that we have given financial aid to the enemy 

of their ally. D.-G. therefore ordered that a letter be written to Hr. Engel­

!~rao.ff telling him that he should reply the Caboceer Caffo that we are fully 

aware of the fact that he bas involved himself in a justifiable war, but th~t 

it is iDpossible for us to involve ourselves in it, as such involvement would 

not nrovide as oany ' ndvnntages tto the Comp.) us it would to private people, 

of \-1hich one can see several examples, like lately with Jan Cabes and the 

'tJufferse: he has many times stolen from them and sold several of them, in 

spite of tho contract and agreement signed bet.leen them, and now they (i. e. 

'l'wifo) have again bought gunpowder from him. He can't therefore resolve to 

spend this money, the more as we are by no means certain about the outcome 

vf this wur •.• It is true that Caffo is the Chief and that he has most po\ver 

aoong the 'tJufferse in relation to the government, but in matters of trade 

the: position is quite clifferent, because he has no means to compell the private 

traders to do their trade where he thinks they should, and they trade simply 

where they think they make most profit, as long as the passages are open. He, 

Chief Herchant should also tell himr Caffo, that if he does not ~/in the war, 

we will be much bothered by the Fantyns on account of our support to their 

enemies, and that because of lack of men, victuals and water we would be in 

a POOl' condition of defence against them. Yet, that \'1e have also taken into 

of our refusal to supply Caffo 'iii th our assist­

if he were to be qictorious, as we may then expect impedi­

that we therefore do not think it wise to disappoint him 

Comp_ for the money that it is going to lend will deJ'E,nd 
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us many securities as possible; that we know that if he had golden impias 

he would give them as a pawn_ or even as full payment for his needs, but we 

cannot let the Comp.'s money go out of our hands without proper surities, and 

he shall therefore have to produce sufficient impias, either golden ones or 

Conte de Terra, to the greatest value he can find, even if it were up to 100 

bendas, but we cannot take Negroes as pawns or impias; firstly because we 

don' t consider them sufficient, and secondly because thut would cause too 

many rumours, and tho Fantynsmighthear of _it, 'wnilst we want to do this 

business in secrecy. The reason that we make mention of the Fantynse in this 

letter, is because H.H. makes mention of the J.ccanists. And if Caffo does not 

want to make war on them, that .. /ould have no other reason than that the Fan­

tyns are so closely allied to the ~ccanists, that the one cannot be harmed 

I-Ii thout the · other I and the Accanists would also immediately resort to the 

Funtyns in case of an unfavourable attack. However, if Caffo is not inclined 

to agree with H.H's plans, other measures might be discussed. 

29th July 1713. l.nother letter was received from Chief Herchant Engelgraaff 

i n Chama, dd. 28th instant, in which he wrote that the 'tJuffe~ ChiefCaffo 

urGently requested to receive the supplement of the required 100 bendas, 

ag~inst an impia of a chain of Conte de Terra, another similar chain to which 

arG attached some golden fetishes, as well as some human pawns, viz. somo of 

his best friends and some wives, .. thorn he proposed to leave at Chama as surities. 

It has been agreed, in view of the importance of maintaining the credit-worthi­

ness of the Noble Compo as well as the balance (of pO~ler) among the Natives 

to grant mentioned Caffo's request, and to credit him with the sum of 13 murks, 

20 oz 8 Angels worth of merchandise, being the supplement of the required 100 

bondas, nIl on impia od the mentioned t\vO chains, both l'le ighing IHk,6¢,8Jt n.nd 

hid friends and \dves •• . The latter will be handed over to Cotlmies Vrul Zels t , 

und they will not be allov/ed to claim any expenses for their maintenance or 

other"lise ••• 

7th November 1713. il letter from Commies De Paa1.lw, dd . Fida, 9th October ' 13, 

wo.o read out, concerning the poor ·~ trade at that place ••• as a result of the 

~~equent arrivals of foreign ships and the excessively high prices of t h0 

sllves. J',lthough he had already received permission to buy the slaves at a 

price exceeding the ordinary "market-letter l, (price-list?), he had hardly boe n 

blo to purchase any slaves. He therefore requests his discharge, stating 

that ho had upont a considerable number of years in t he service of the Noble 

omp. He also proposed to abandon the factory at Fida, and to tro.nsfer it to 

It wa.s resolved to take out of the "Koningin Esthcr ll all basins an~l 

• those goods being no longer in demand at Fida, and to supplement its 

~b '5 Pe. riflos and 1,000 Ps . iron bads . 

that the frequent arrivo.1s of English, French und Portuguese shi iJc 

tro.de and considerably reduco tho trade of the Comp., :1i1<:1 

which the Compo *s prepared to po.y for the slaves the 

to a halt, against which tho utter cau~ion should 

of tbe Comp.'a commerce on this Coast, 
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and if we were to retrench in that trade, this could not but lead to the 

decay of the entire body. It was therefore resolved that as several comm­

o~ities which are indicated on the market-letter as having been bought in 

Holland for a lower price, to continue to sell those goods for the old price, 

and that those goods which of ~ecessity oug~ to be sold have to be put 

against a higher price in the market-lette~, vizo the platthiljos up to 

20 Ps. per mal. , slave, iron bars up to 22 PSo ditto, ~pten upto 90 yards 

and rifles up to 12 Ps., the other goods rema ining at the same rate, so 

that each slave bought by the Noble Compo should be worth 43 guilders Dutch 

v~lueo Concerning the pro posal to transfer the Compo's factory from Fida 

to Ardra it was agreed not ye t to effectuate that move, in view of t he risks 

of robbery, damage and other possible unforeseen damages accompanying l 'olTIovo.l, 

and secondly because the King and State-grandees of Fida, with an eye on 

their O\1n interest and advantage would not allovl that the factory of our 

Nat ion wer e to be removed entirely from that place. Since this could not 

be done ,vi thout their knovl ledge, the Comp 0' s servants and goods \tQuld be 

exposed to the e;re a test danger 0 Thirdly, once we are dislodged from Fida, 

we would in case of changing circumstances, principally in case of war, find 

no libel'ty to t rade, as the Fida King and Grande es .Iould never allow our 

return to their lando Fourthly, it is by no means certain that the trade 

at a new place would be all that better and more profitableo 

• •• As the G.C o urgently needs to be provided with slaves, and it is said 

tha t Kita, about 6 miles below the Rio Volta i s a good place to buy some, 

it vlclS resolved to send the ilBosbeek ll thither with some merchandise to buy 

there as Iilany slaves as possible 00 0 

18th March 1714. Do-G. read out a complaint which has been received from 

Cabo Cors, that Commies Boerhave would have infringed upon the treaty s i gned 

betVleen the English and the Dutch Company in 1708 and \Vhich was rene\'Ted in 

1713, by doing privQte trade \Vith an English interloper. The Council exam­

ine d the case, and found that [.r t. 6 of mentioned treaty prohibits both 

Comp.s from offering protection to a~y interbper, and that in fact they 
bel.ng 

should be fired upon, \Vhen they are/prosecuted by the English or Dutch ,'0 

Council concluded that Commies Boerhave was by no means trespassing, because 

tbe Bnglish did not dispatch any ships for such rul enterprise. ConcerninG 

the matter of prtvate trade, that is something which is not at all the 

busincos of the Director at Cabo Cors, but rather of this WIC •• , 

4th ~pril 1714. D.-G. showed a letter from Oppercommies Valckenier, dd. 

Fida, 19th j,larch, concerning the poor trade at that place, and more in part­

icular concerning the decision of the King of Great ~rdra to close effective­

ly the paesages, thus preventing the traders who wish to go Vlith their sla ves 

to Fida from going there; that not only the trade of the Comp., but also 

other Nations is r-ow limited to such an extent, that it is virtually 

to Get a single slave. This resolution of the King of Great .. rdra 

aim than to see the trade of the Noble Comp_, for \Vllicil 

re-established in his country. lJentioncd 0p:t)ur 
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Cogmies therefore requests to receive as soon as pOGsible orders whether 

the Comp's factory should be transferred from Fida to Ardra or not. All 

this having been taken in serious consideration, and in the meantime orders 

dd. 9th November 1713 from the Illustrious Ass. of Ten on this issue having 

reached the Council, it was agreed to write to Oppercommies Valckenier that 

he should at once send Ondercommies Albertus dIAl tuna to the King of Great 

~rdra in order to negotiate with him on that King's offer, viz. that t he 

slave trade of the Noble Compo will be done exclusively in his country, 

either at Dffra or at Jaquin, whatever he,Oppercommies, may consider most 

advisable, excluding all other,Nations except the Portuguese, and that he, 
and ma~ntD.~n 

IC ing, \-Jill have to build/on his own expense at the chosen tradling place 

such troncken and lodgings as will be sufficient to contain the Noble Comp.I s 

goods, slaves and servants and to prevent them from being sub ject to such 

accidents as robbery and arson, ••• and that this ship 'lGuntersteyn" and 

all those which henceforward will be sent thither will have to bo eupplied 

with their entire required armasoen of slaves within a maximum tigo of 8 
\leeks. It vias therefore: rosol ved to send this ship ilGuntersteynll at once 

to Great Ardra (sic) and to let mentioned Ondorcomuies d'fl.ltuna purchase 

it r equired armasoen. And i n order not to cause too much surprise to the 

King of Fida and his State-Grandees -that King probably being unwilling to 

cee us depart entirely from his place- he, Oppercommies will have to treat 

these matters "lith the grea test caution, and induce the servants of the 

whites, the King, the Grandees and all those who might have any interest 

in it, to believe that the ]; Guntersteyn i / had been destined directly to Great 

l\rdra, anci that Ondercommies d 'Altuna had been specially appointed to pur­

chase slaves for it. He (Valckenier) should assure the King, that he him­

self will stay at Fida in orde r to purchase slaves for ships destined to 

Fida, and in order to make this the more believable, he, Oppercomoies, will 

have to stay there with all the other servants and whatever merchandise 

uhich are still there in the troncken till the time that he receives further 

instructions. He should also give us proper and detailed informations 

about the developments in Great Ardra, in order that we may send him as soon 

as possible the orders for the abandonment of the Fida-factory. Dut he 

should certuinly not abandon Fida at once, as the King of Fida might confis­

cate our goods there and exclude us forever from that place. 

4th December 1714. D.-G. showed a letter from Commany • .. that the English 

Herchant had assaulted some Assiantyn traders who were on their way to the 
one of the 

Dutch fort in order to trade, beating them up and taking a\'lay from them/the 

elephants' teeth they had \d th them. Such incidents have already happened 

there on at least two occasions, and it is to be feared that this is not 

going to be the last instance. This is in flagrant contradiction "Jith /, r-c. 

5 of tho Treaty of 11th July 1708 ma.de by P.Nuyts and D. Thomas, "/hich art. 

the J.atest agre ement of 16th Hay 1713 beblccn !1.110.­

Hambers of Council on theone side and Hessrs. Seth Grosvenor, 

(follows: protost Bayman to Bailly) 
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on which Bnilly roplied that his sub-factor (ondercommios) had dono so 

without bis ordors and in his absenco ••. and that he had written to Ca~ o 

Cors that that tusk should be restituted. He explained in addition that 

this action had been undertaken as .a result of the disobedience of the 

Negro Tando to Bnglish authority ~~d his absconding and finding of protoct* 

ion in the Dutch fort, which, he sustained, is contrary to the first article 

of tho mentioned agreement. 

A letter was received from Pastor Ludovieus AHama requesting to be allowed 

to enter matrimony .>ith Helena Van den Burg, widow of Mathys Deldyn, and 

tha t sit.lilar request "JaS received by mouth from the said wido"l. D. -G. 

thought he could not decide on this matter alone, and therefore proposed it 

for deliberation to the Council. Orders and Regulations of the Noble Coop. 

having been checked, and nothing being found wJong those orders of t h e 

Illustrous Gentlemen of the Compo contrary to such proceedings, it was 

agreed that there is no reason to believe that the wadding OQuld not .take 

place in this country. In f act we have found several examr>les in the 

marriage-register. Council therefore does not have any objection to this 

marriage, but on the special recommandation of the Chamber Amsterdam the 

v/idow of Deldyn should pay special attention to her proper conduct and 

life, and in particular that she does not relapse into paganism, and it 

should also be understood ••. that this marriage taking place under the 

jurisdiction of the Noble Compo she will have to obey the orders of the 

Coop., according to which she may be ordered to go to Patria. 

7th December 1714. D.-G. informed Council that a l etter from Oppercoomies 

Valckenier, dd~ Fida, 24th November had arrived, that on 18th November the 

English !\gent there, one Joseph Blennie had come "Ii tIl 60 or 70 aZlmed Hegroes 

under an Engl ish flag to the gate of our CO[,lp.' s lodge, der.lQnding that he, 

Oppercomwies, would come out, which he refused, unless he send first a way 

his armed troops. Upo~ this the English Agent has tried to overpower hiD, 

Oppercommies, with violence, and ih this he has also succeeded, after hav­

ing fired several s hot on him, Valckenier, to the extent that he was in­

deed made prisoner by the ;',gen t 's men, and drag[~ed in an inhuman, nay , 

barbarian manner along the Compo's lodge, clearly with the intention of 

bringing hin in this manner in triumph down to the English lodge. But 

through the intervention of the French Directeur, Colombea:lol, he was releas­

ed. Whilst all these acts of violence were going on, the King of Fida 

intervened with a large number of his o"m men, who chased in a fight all 

these :english armed Glen from our lodge and forced them back to their ovm, 

making :,gent Blennie their prisoner. It is not knovm where he has been 

brought by these men, but the King of Fida has occupied his lodge and its 

surroundings "Ii th his troops. Valckellier believes that the reason for 

the .'.gent's misbehuviour was, that the King of Fida had consented to, and 

decided with Valckenier, to take from a certnin Portu8uese ship anchored 

to embark them on board of the ship 

• offering to him, !Cing,one half if hEJ desired so, keeping the 
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other half for the Dutch WIC. All this has indeed been effectuated accord­

inely, and in order to please the Portuguese captain, mentioned Jos.Blenie 

has taken up arllllS~ as if he wanted to take him under protection, in an 

attempt to recover the slaves in this unprecedented manner. The mentioneu 

Oppercommies requests now a second time to be relieved from that factory 

and to send another merchant in his place. Furthermore, .i t appears that 

the Negroes at Jaquyn have stolen several goods from the Comp.'s lodge. 

It was resolved to demonstrate to the Agent in Cabo Cors how the credit of 

the Noble Compo has been so seriously damaged , and to suggest that our Compo 

be properly recompensated. 

11th December 1714. Answer was received from the English Agents, Messrs 

Gore, Phipps, Blaeu & Lo~an, in which they explain that t~eir jurisdiction 

extends only over the Gold Coast, and not over Fida It was decided to 

write to Valckenier, that he should insist with the King that he receives 

proper satisfaction, and that he should also demonstrate to him, ~: ing, th8.t 

as master of his country he should be prepared to maintain the general peace 

and quietness in his country, and that we demand from him, tha t he makes us 

get our full recompensation, as we are under~Ais protection in his land; he 

has this obligation towards us the more, as it was he who re quested us to 

search the Portuguese ship ••• 

\HC 41; Secret ;'iinutes of Ass. of X. 

4th March 1714-• . R@ading of a see~et-letter: !romD-.-G. Haringh concerning 

the proposal to trade with Brazilians ••• Since the time I received Y.Hs' 

letter Capt. Anth Gtz (7) commanding the little ship IUla. Sa. da Purificaca 

8c St. Anth~ da Bax-rall (sic) containing 492 ps. rolls of tobacco and 25 fviks 

gold has arrived. He provided him with his cargo of slaves for his tobacco, 

but as he did not want to give more than 4 oz of gold for a male slave, we 

had to let him depart again with his gold; but we are informed that he has 

bought his slaves at the Danish fort for that gold, ad 4t oz. per slave ••• 

\1e gave the Capt. a letter for his ship-owner, explaining in short on what 

terms we would like to trade. On 13th February another Brazilian snow arr­

i ved, wi th 1114 rolls of tobncco and 30 Hks of gold, wi th 1rlhose Capt. we 

agreed to sell male slaves fo!' 5 oz. of gold or 7 r,Rlls of tobacco and the 

women for 6 rolls of tobacco; but as the trade is rotten here and we hardly 

manage to get any slaves, the profits will not be very great: we have to 

buy the slaves here for at least 4 oz. worth of Compo goods for a man and 

2t for a womau, and we hardly sell a roll of tobacco for more than 12 Angels; 

on the other hand, it is true that in this_way goods of the Company are sold 

which otnerwise would have to wait a long time to find buyers, and that with 

the same ordinary profit as with Which they would otherwise be sold directly 

to the Natives in exchange for gold. tie 1rlould ho\"ever wish, that the Port­

uguese brought rahher half as much ~obacco and twice as much gold, but as 

their interest seems to be different, they won't change. But we understand 

only commodities which we may expect from Brazil are Tobacco and 

sold, or sometimes a few hides or a little sugar, but nothing in 
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large quantities, because there is a death-penalty on the bringing of 

any coml;lOdi ty elswhere than to Lisbon, and most COT;1l.1odi ties apart fror.l 

gold are too voluminous to be srJuggled out. i'ioreover, as \ ... e have n()t yet 

recei ved the latest price-lists, we have not yet dared to r,lake any other 

transactions than in tobacco and gold ••• That the profits are not as great 

as we had at first imagined, can also be attributed to the peace which 

reigns now among the Great Powers of Europe, which has led to a much in­

creased navigation by all Nations. On the other hand, this means also 

that a large part of earlier expenses can nOvl be avoided ( iT stopped l1 ). To 

this may be added, that even if the Compo does not want to buy for its own 

account slaves on this Coast for 4, 5, or even 6t oz, yet it has the advant­

age that its tradegoods are being sold, at the salile tiDe thwarting the 

English, whose South Sea Company sends these days ships with cargoes for 

the purchase of 500 slaves, but these ships have now to depart with only 

300 slaves on board. This causes thera indeed much ~agrin, and they curse 

the Portuguese, threatening to take revenge on them ; this matter is the 

more difficult (to digest) for those Noble Gentlemen, because they find 

themselves now victims of the 6th Article of the Agreement cade - with 

Y.Hs' consent - with the Royal Company, by \olhich all the advantages which 

they had intended to have on us have now reversed (against therJ) , because 

accordingly they can't do any harm to Portuguese who have put theDsel­

ves under our protection. 

If we could bring the Portuguese so far that they pay 7 or 8 oz gold (per 

slave?), leaving the tobacco to what the times may bring -on that cODmod­

ity there is a lways SODe profit to be made- we feel certain that we would 

be able to close the trade here on the Gold Coast for t he English and to 

make their contract with the Assientos or the South Sea CODpany founder 

totally, Unless they were to trade on equal footing with us ••• 

PS. From what we have experienced up to now, we fe a r that it will not be 

possible to get any slaves for the Portuguese, because since the last Port­

uguese ship arrived here on the roads (Le. three \'leeks ago), not r.lOre 

than 3 male slaves have been purchased along t he entire Coast, and ' -Ie are 

afraid that we will have to let the Portuguese go without any slaves ••• 

/Rademacher Archive No. 592; (printed bill, iHC, 1715) 

\11ARNING 

Uhereas the Directors of the Dutch General Charte red iHC have becooe 

aware that intorloping has greatly increased during tho last war 

nay, that some want to continue that forbidden trade by force of aros, 

the Coop. not having been able during the war to take prope r r:Jeasures 

against t:lel:l, we cake it once l~ore known by means of this proclarJation, 

that nobody is allo"'lcd to trade ui thin the First Class lioi ts of the 

Chartor of the \HC, that is the Coast 6f Guinea. 

If they, interlopers, voluntarily surrender to servants of the CorJpany 

its ships or fortresses, they will be allowed to keep their goods, 

allowance will be paid, and all those who desire so will be 

of the Noble Coop •••• 
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HIe 124; 4th February 1715. 
After deliberations with the English at Cabo Cors on the affairs and 

tumults which had recently taken place bet"een Oppercolili:lies Pieter Valck ­

enier and Agent Joseph Bleny, it was agreed by' the Agents of the 

English Comp., that the procedures of Agent Dleny could really not be ex­

cused, o.nd that his treatment (of Vo.lckenier) had beon too harsh, but thvy 

added that Oppercommies Valckenier had given cause to it by his infraction 

of the contract made on 11th July 1708 botwoen us and that Nation, on t hi s 

Coast, by his searching of and taking away fron a certain Por~uguose ship 

anchored on the Fida Roads a number of slaves. The Agents furthermore 

sustained that the King of Fida could not ignore that contract to their 

disadavantage. H.E. (=D.-G.) deI:1onstrated however that this contract is 

however only in force at those places where tho R.A.C. exercises somo juris­

diction, with which they (Agents) had to agree, admitting that they do not 

have such rights at Fida. \-Ihon it was pointed out that if tho King of Fido. 

decided to exorcise his right to .. ~vok~ his"pccoission to any Nation to 

trade in his country or to search other ships, the R. A.C. could not prevent 

him from doing so, as the English live, just as we do, in his land only by 

his tolerance; a point which brought visibly embarrassment to them. Their 

accusation that mentioned Valckenier would have given to the King and othe r 

grandees of Fida over 100 slaves in order to convince the former to chase 

mentioned Joseph Bleny from his country is in our opinion improbable and 

unbelievable. As we understand that the English feel ashamed that their 

first servant at Fida was chased away by the Negroes, we would like to give 

them all satisfaction jhey t:iight desire conderning t he ICing of Fida, who, 

as has been sufficiently clearly shown in various written reports, has 

reasons enough to deny him, Jos. Bleny access to his country. But taking 

in account the advice of our Esteemed Principals to avoid as much as poss­

ible disputes with the English, we shall order Valckenier not to oppose 

whatever they, Agents, may resolve to do in order to restore mentioned JOG. 

Bleny to his post. They. Agents, even insisted that Oppercormies V. be 

ordered to co-operate actively towards the redress of Bleny, but we can by 

no Qeans approve of that, as that would ~e asking far too much from some­

body who has been that seriously offended. \'Ie could however send. somebody 

on our behalf to Fida to take informations, together \-li th one of their 

representatives on boo.rd of the first ship going there ••• with which ~hey 

agreed, and witll \lgich these negotiations came to an end. 

14th Hay 1715 •••• Capt. Bruyn of the "Engelenburgh" complains that the 

outer planking of his ship is totally rotten and eaten away by worms , and 

that it eight sink if an atteept were made to clean it, as its leaks are 

costly filled up with dirt and rot ••• and that he considers this ship un­

able to repatriate with a load of grai~ (=pepper) from the Grain Coast. 

W. are however of the opinion that :lif the great sail and fore sail are re­

placed it could still sail with a load of slaves to Cura~ao. It was there-

send said ship not to the Grain Coast, but straight to Cura­

'~~'~J~_to the outer forts to buy as eany slaves as possible ••• 
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17th October 1715. It wos resolved to write to Oppercommies Butler 

that he may offer to the Ancoberse, Abocroese and Igwirase all kinds 

of protection they may request in recognition of the fact that they 

have always remained faithful to the Company and recognised its super­

iority, and also in order to divert them from amusing themselves (sic) 

\.rith any foreign Nation, but under the condition that the Ancoberse 

first of all restitute the monies they received during the last war 
\-/hich 

but/they have not used, not having marched out or havlilng done anything 

else, and also that the heirs of Oussikroe pay his un-paid debts to t 1; 0 

Company, or otherwise give proper pawns for them. Furthermore, ' he, Opper­

commies should not concern himself with the Ou\'1inse unless there i s a 

need for it and tell the mentioned Ancoberse, Abocroese and Igwirase 

not to engage in any acts of robbery or cause any other trouble which 

may give to the Assiantynse later any justifiable cause for protest or 

even to undertake something with violence. 

2nd November 1715. Reading of a letter from Visbeeck, dd. Cormantyn, 

1st. November, reporting that the Fantynse are inclined to restore the 

under-king ~bbetekki in his kingdom of Agwaffo. D.-G. gave into delib­

eration, and it vias agreed to give permission to King Abbetekki, at pres­

ent residing here under the Castle, to go to Cormanjyn in order to learn 

there the proposals of the Fantynse; if he gets the inpression that they 

are sincere in their intention to restore him, he may make use of the 

opportuni ty, and if it appears that such vlOuld '::J e impossible in first 

instance without the spending of some gold, it was agreed to support 

mentioned Abbetekki a little . But concerning Visbecck's note tha t the 

Fantynse and l~kanists had requested that the D.-G. himself or sonobody 

else of high position go thither in order to negotiate on certain issues, 

T.Hs.were of the opinion that such should be declined, and that thoy, 

Fantynse and Akkaniste should rather tell to Visbeeck what they have to 

say. Visbeeck should also tell the Fantynse and l~kkaniste concerning 

the protection they may claim in case the Akimse or other enemies were 

to triumph over them, that it is the habit of the Coop. to maintain 

those uho are under its prbtection, and that the forts of Cormantyn and 

Noure in resp. Fantyn and Saboe are there as the nearest ones to Hhich 

they may retire. 

lOth January 1716. D.-G. exhibited the Instruction which has been give n 

to Commies Revixit Van Uaerssen for his journey to the Benin in order 

to negotiate there a contract \.;1 th the King •• . as well as an Instruct -­

ion for the Gentlemen who have stayed there. It was agreed to \:Trite t o 

the Comp.'s chief residing in the Benin that T.Hs. have seen l\.ssistaEt 

Leyson who tradeD at l'.rrobo, after the departure of Commies Van JIlaersse n, 

and that he had given them hope that the ivory trade, and- apparently 

&180 that in gum could give great advantages to the Noble Comp., and t L:-.. t 

of tho favourable promises on that issue made to him by tho 

p ... ,IJ loOked as if this is goinl to be a highly succes::;f1.~l 
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(\HC, 12L~, cont.) 

business, i~ a lodge were to be established there. T.Rs. resolved to 

satisfy the request of the Natives and to let one of the gentlemen stay 

there to trade ••• but if there are no further appearances that the ex­

posure of the Comp.'s goods would have any effect, that then the Compo is 

chief representative should content himself with his stay at Aggaton 

Van Naerssen has reported that J\rt.9 of the contract (made with the King 

of Benin?) concerning tho docand: 1'01' crodikfor 1700 CJ.o~hs at the 

arrival of each ship is causing trouble ••• although he does not want to 

impede the trade, it is clear that neither the King, no~ his subjects 

are able to bring before the departure. :of each ship:' the: number of 

cloths for ~hich g06ds have been credited t o them; the Comp.'s chief (rep­

resentative) should therefore demonstrate most vigorously to the ~ing 

that he should content himself with as much credit as he could possibly 

exchange for cloths before the departure of each ship ••• and that the 

outstanding debts resulting of the credit in merchandise for the above­

mentioned 1700 cloths will be deducted from the credit to be given at 

the arrival of the next ship, because otherwise such a cancer of debts 

will develop for him to the Comp., that soon in stead of peace and friend­

ship enmity and mischief would develop, which would be very damaging to 

the King. He should also tell the King, by means of a threat, that he 

should not imagine that the Compo feels compelle d to obey his stubborn 

charac ter, that it can very well trade else'tlhere, and that if he does 

not treat the Compo with greater softness, he should be aware that the 

inhabita nts of the lands east of Fida and t hose of Rio Lagos have offer­

ed the Compo to trade and residence for its servants on much more favour­

able conditions; but that because the Compo has traditionally mainta i ned 

a good harmony \-lith his predecessors, it would not like to break this 

link ••. it has not immediately entered into the proposals of aforesaid 

states, confident, that he, King, would soon become more reasonable . .. 

It was also unders tood (from Van Naerssen) that the gum-trade is not as 

favourable as was initially believed, and it was therefore decided to 

set the following limits in tha t trade, vie. 1 pound ivory for 7 Ibs guo, 

and also 121 Ibs redwood for each Ib of ivory ••• 

12th February 1716 . Reading of a letter from Butler, dd. Axim, 2nd Feb­

r"ary, concerning a request from the Cabo Appollonia Negroe:;; \'1ho ask the 
~n peace 

Compo to budld there a fortress, in order th~t mhey may live/under the 

protection of tha Dutch Company, to which they offer their entire country, 

and to be liberated from the robberies of al l those to whom it pleases to 

persecute therJ, demonstl'ating that during the last 6 years they have hard­

ly more than 2 months lived in quietness. J\ fter deliberation it \>las 

rosolved to ask Oppercommies B. to decline this request in the softest 

Qanner, explaining hhem that we would n~ed special orders for 

entorpriso ex patria, and that moreover T.RS. the Directors had 

¥rltton that no new fortresses should be constructed ••• also 

aa~ied, the trade would remain insecure, and tho 
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tWIC 124, cont.) and forei8ners 
Natives would continue to be able to trade with interlopers/as safely as 

they do at present, because the entire beach of that area may serve as 

a huge bay to which goods from the interior can be secretly brought 

D.-G. proposed for deliberation whether the Tapoeyer (mulatto) Hillem 

Bosman, who has been in the service of the Pru~sian Company but who 

is at present here should be allowed, on his written request, to return 

to Great Fredericksburg, without first having given satisfaction about 

two hand-\ofri tten bills, made by him on behalf of the former interloper 

D.Brakman, but which were confiscated for the \inc by a verdict of the 

Council on 16/3/1715 and which are worth 7 p 12 E. It has been resolved 

to let him go after his having paid this sum, censuring him sharply and 

prohibiting him ever to come again in the districts of this Comp ••• 

12th Hay 1'716. D.-G. demonstrated tha t one of his predecessors , iJ . De 

1a Palma had ordered, at the expense of the Noble Comp., the manufacture 

of a golden crown, according to his own declaration worth Mk 1, 2 ~, 8 .C' 
.fJ 0 , 

irr order to crown the King of Cormantyn with it. But as such manners 

have never been in practice among the Natives, and the gold of which t hi s 
fruitlessly 

crown was made is now lying/in the Council-room, he suggested that it 

would be better to break that crown, and to send the gold to the Hon. 

Directors. (This was done, but eventually the gold was valued only , ~, 8 ~ . ) 

\HC 41 (Secret llinutes Ass. of X & Chamber Amsterdam) 

19th November 1716. Members of the Secret Commission of the Ass. of X 

resolved to write to D.-G. Engelgraaff Robbertsz: • . • that Hieronymus 

Haringh has arrived in this country safely and in good health, that he 

has reported to the Gentlemen of the Ass. of X and handed over to the 

Gentlemen of the Secret Commission some mineral stones: 2 of a very dar~;: 

blue colour and one light brown; of these it is clear that they were not 

hewn from a rock: they were reportedly found by people who were plant i ng 

indigo. Other stones were white with blueish veins. He said that Opper­

commies Butler had delivered these stones to him before his departure, 

and that he had knocked them from rock situated within the range of the 

guns of the fort at Axim, and that consequently it would not be difficult 

to provide any quantity of these stones. These stones were sent to an 

essayist, and it appears that in the blue stones there is no mineral of 

any value; but the seven white stones, of which hereby little samples are 

returned in order to avoid confusion, seem effectively to be of the true 

gold-material (=ore?) from which rich quantities of gold could be extract ·, 

ed. The Han. Directors have therefore decided to send on board of the 

next sailing ship "f.S-Compaanies \!elvaaren il two gentlemen who are exper-­

ieneed in the working of rocks and stone-quarries, and who will be able 

to demonstrate, with the required tools, soldiers and blacks how to go 

about this work. After their arrival Oppercommies Butler should be order­

on mentioned ship and sail to Axim, where said 

.~101~~;:~~ .. ,te the place where he found those stones . The 
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Oppercomlilies B. should, in our opinion, be the only one who should be 

allowed to have knowledge of this affair and the other servants of the 

Company should be kept in the dark about it, so that none of the Natives 

may get the least suspicion. One might pretend, that these stones are 

needed at Elmina for repairs of the Fortress. If Oppercoumies B. perceives 

that yet the people there (I.xim) make some objections, such merchandise 

should be sent with daid Oppercoumies as may be most pleasing to them. 

We think and hope that this business will give great advantages and prof­

its to the COElp., and that in this manner 'ole \'Iill be able to support the 

muny heavy expenses which every year have to be made for the maintenance 

of the Coast (even if we may have) to reduce the prices of merchandise, 

by Vlhich the Natives \vould my those goods vii th greater eage:cness. But 

if the Natives Vlere to try to stop this salutary Itlork, and if they were 

not to be convinced with presents and other extraordinary expenses, a 

sufficient ll1mber of soldiers should be sent thither to plant there sone 

pulissades to be guarded by some two or four metal cannon; but we do not 

think that this vlill really be necessary, as Nr. Haringh told us, and "Ie 

have heard this from other quarters too, that the Axim Negroes are soft 

and of a peaceful character ••• 

NBKG 82; (Elmina Journal) (from Furley Coll: vol.II, :INative states?) 
letters from hxim, to Haringh 

17th October 1715 (from Butler) The Hotje Comze, an' inlund state 

beh/een Cabo Apollonia, Ancober and Ouwien, have taken a good booty ••• 

The Ouwiens seem to have asked the Assjantyns, Akannists and Dinquirase 

residing in their country to help them in their defence agai~st the 

Assjantyns ••• The Igwirase, Abocroese, Ancoberse, Willempreeze (:1), 

Hotje Comse und Cabo Apolloniase are never vii thout muskets in their 

hands if the Ig;drase and Ab ocroese were defeated by the j.ssjantyns 

and they came to us for protection as refugees, we should not refuse ! 

theo that protection, or they would go to Jan Conny in the Prussian 

fort: as Igwira and Abocroe constitute in fact borderposts af the Axin 

District, we better stay on good terms w~th them •• . if these people 

were to go away, others \~ould occupy their country ••• and the Assjantyns 

night make an attempt on Axim : they shoVi already hardly any respect for 

the Europeans 

25th October 1715: It is said that it is only sone people from \'lassa 

and J\.ssiantie who have banded together for plunder of Ouwien, and that 

,\nanqua and Jetuan are their leaders. The Zaay seems not to knO.1 about it. 

28th October 1715: It is learnt fron dependable sources that the Ou-

wiens have bravely rebuffed the Assiantyns • • that the \"Iassaae have SGp­

arated ther.lselves frol;] the ,\ssiantyns during their advance ••• ehm. add 

that tho 'tJuffcrse are on the oarch to invade \Iassa. 

27th January 1716: that .~lancotjo and Jetwan have cone to an agreeoent 

Ouwiena, for 300 bendas of gold, and that they will leave sone 

all the Assiantyns who are in 
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(NBKG 82 cont.) 

Ouwien 2t Angels as tribute fron) each of them ••• this ivill constitute a 

considerable treasure for the Zaay, because it is said that about a quarter 

of the Vlhole of Assiantyn has stayed in OUY/ien 

7th April 1716: ••• for the first time some gold -10 oz. only- has come 

again to Axiu frorJ OU\<lien, after a long time •• 0 

NBKG 83: (D.-G. Engelgraaff Robbertsz:) 

from Van Uaerssen (Axim) 27th Hay 1716: ••. The Ouwiens are disinclined 

to return to their country, a nd have settled in a country acquired fOD 

them by one of the Chiefs, called Dinkje ••• 

3rd August 1716: The Omlien traders trade now \1i th no gold except a few 

fetishes 1I/hich they concealed vJhen the Hassase invaded their country. itt 

preGent they want nothing but povJder and guns .0. vie think that they are 

preparing for an invasion into Wassa at the first occasion which may 

present itself ••• They also divide themselves into small parties, SODe 

going to Assine, others to Poquesoe 

31st August 1716: since a week we have had many traders from Ouwien here, 

vIi th slaves and ivory, but they mostly demand pOHder and guns, of which 

I have only a small stock '0' 
(NBKG 84:) 
:trom BlenI"e (Axir.)), 29th October 1717: ••• on the 23rd the Ouwien Caboceer 

Crou Adamu arrived here. He said t~at he had been here earlier, ih nhe 

days of Oppercom.)ies LandfJan, tha t he had taken oaths \'Ii th the Caboceers, 

priests and Assjanny that the y \-JOuld trade here. That during Butler's 

time too, there had been good trade. He asked ce to convoke the priests, 

Pinga and i\sjanny, to renew the oaths. It \'1as arranged that when the Ou­

wiense, Bromse and Boonairse traders come to AxifJ, in large or in sfJall 

nunbers ••• the y should not be fJolested •.• This morning the y should have 

proceeded \'Ii th the trade, but they wanted only iron rifles. I offered 

thefJ brass rifles, but they did not want these~ as they could get thee at 

Cabo Apollonia, 8 for 1 benda •.• 

20th December 1717: ••• All trade is at a standstill because of the war 

beh/een the J\sjantyns and the Akimse. The \Jassase are continuously try­

ing to plunder the Ouwiens on the ways, which are no\'l very unsafe ••• 

9th j·ia.rch 1718: ••• Trade is nm-I very bad: we don I t even have enough gold 

no\'l for the SUbsistence of the garrison. The cause is tha t the Ouwiens, 

8 to 9,000 of thera, have I;)!lrched up to attack the Hassase and the i\ssiantyns. 

NBKG 85: (to D. -G. Butler) 

frorJ Hunnickhoven (l\.xim): 21st March 1718: ••. It is r eported about the 

Ouwiens tha.t they have returned from ~ssiantyn with a considerable booty, 

including 20,000 wom.aand children, that they found no resistance, and 

tha'c the:,' have exhumed the dea.d Assiantyns. It is said that they have 

found r.luch gold and konte de terre, "0 and that the~' ",ould come shortly 
to trade ••. 

21st April 1718: ••• it is reported frorJ Acbo Appol1onia. that a large nuo­

of traders is expected thoro rom Ouwien any day frOD now. The Cabo 

Ca.bocoers have promised tQ send them down here.. The fe", OUvTienl3 
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who came. so far, carJe Gluinly to trade salt. 

(froGl Van \VIaerssen, AxiGl) 19th Septeober 1718: The Ouwiens and the Hassase 

think that the Assjantes will come to fight them ••• both these people 

are providing theDse1ves with powder and guns ••• the \Jassease say that 

they will leave their country and go to Ouwien ••• 

12th October 1718: The Head-chief of the Hassase, Tia Vanvo, alias Boesjo, 

has gone to Ouwien probably to consult with the Ouwien Head-chief on 

putting up resistance against the Assjantes. Captured Wassase, returning 

frorJ Assantyn, assert that the 1\ssjantese are very ouch at variance among 

thcr.1selves •• , that 1\oan Coya had died there, and that the country was 

preparing for war ••• 

11th Noveober 1718: The \Jassa Cabocecr Tieranvo has returned froD Ouwien 

and haa Glade a treaty of friendship ,,,i th the!:l; he paid theD 30 bendas as 

satisfaction for what he has rob'.:Jed theD of in tho conpany of the Assjan ... 

tyhs ... he sent one of his trusted Den to ne, to assure De that he was 

disposed in future to have the goods he required purchased at this fact-

ory. To nuke a beginning he sent 80 slaves, of whorJ only about one half 

vlere suitable •• " I regret that these traders did not bring any gold or 

ivory. 

(NBKG 86): 14th January 1719: .•.. There is a rUClour that the Assjantyns 

are on hhc Glarch, vlhich does daGlage to the trade: the Ouwiens' and the 

others stay in their country out of fear 

VIC 124. Resolutions D.-G. & Council, Elmina 

12th Hn.rch 1717 ...... 1\s the Benin trade proves to be successful, it was 

resolved to continue that trade, if possible and to prevent interlopers 

or other Nations froo taking part in it, either by Deans of the establish­

[lent of fortresses on the river or by any other Gleans which oay be satis­

factory •.• furtherLlOre to prohibit all gentleGlen servants of the COr.lp. 

in this country from sending guns and powder to that area in order to 

bo sold to the Natives, and not to let any guo be bought there or to 

accept under tho pretence of a gift, so that the gUD may rcoain entirely 

within the pover of the Coop •••• 

8th April 1717. D.-G. (Engelgraaff Robbertsz)deoonstrated that the 

Directors had considered abandoning a nuober of forts on the Gold Coast, 

but he argued that the pOvler of th " CODp. here does not in the first place 

derive froD its European servants but rather from a good harDony with the 

Natives ••• that those of theD who have settled under our forts or have 

been continuously trading with us would not refuse us to help us, as long 

as We don 1t refuse to help theD: if we were to abandon or demolish forts, 

they would take their own l:le.:tsures. The. pOVler of the COLlp. is on the seas 

not rJore redoubtable than on land, as was deraonstrnted recently, when two 

big interlopers dared to sail in broad daylight quietly along the coast 

thin the sight of this Castle, after they had greeted the Company1s 

,~.~g'u&Ga1ey off the Upper Coast in such a Danner that it was not 
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able , or at least not very eager, to make another attack on them. 

If we were to abandon some forts, it would become difficult to travel 

between (the others) with canoes, and proper contact with the outlying 

tradeposts might become impossible, because the , -Negroes would in this 

way not only become complete masters of the passages on land, but also 

of those on the sea, which up to now has at least been prevented by 

the interspersed forts. We are therefore of the opinion that none of 

the forts should be abandoned, and stress that certainly none of the~ 

should be demolished •.•• It should also be noted, that at only a few 

forts more than 3 soldiers are stationed: at Moure: one Merchant, one 

corporal and four soldiers; at Cormantyn: one Herchant, one Sergeant 

and nine soldiers ; at Commany : one Oppercommies, one ondercommies, one 

corporal, one constable and two soldiers ; at Zacconde: one ondercommies, 

one corporal and four soldiers ; at Boutry: one Commies, one ondercor;lEl ies, 

~nd¥dbecause of the war between the remainder of the Adjase who have 

remained faithful to us and their enemies, ten soldiers (who otherwise 

would be sta tioned at Elmina). In this Castle there at the moment not 

more than sixteen military men. It should also be noted, that from 

1st January 1705 to 31st December 17ID6 has been traded the sum of f775,596 

elt the above omEmtioned : fiv~ forts. The decline gftho trade may be . ex­

plained chiefly from the growth of the navigation by foreign Nations, as 

can for instance be seen from the trade figures extracted by a certain 

:8nglish captain from their books and vThich were exhibited to Chief Norehant 

Butler: from January 1702 to August 1708 they brought to Barbados: 11256 

slaves and to Jamaica 18885, toge the r not less than 301~-1, and in this 

figure are not even included the transactions made for other ships sail­

ing to such islands as Nevis, Montserrat, St.Christopher, for the South 

Sea Comp., the Ne'T Netherlands (sic!) and others, which would increase 

the above number considerably, and of wh ich Annemaboe could provide about 

one third. The R. A.C. has sent General Johnson ~~d a large number of 

new servants and soldiers hither, on board of 6 ships (of which 3 are 

still being expected from Sierra Lione • •• clearly \li th the intention 

of restoring that at present decayed Company Hereupon the Bookkeeper 

General produced a neat account of the gold, slaves and ivory purchased 

over the period 1705-1716: 

l-ioure Cormantyn Boutry Zaconde Commany 
gold slaves gold slaves gold slaves gold slaves gold slaves 

1705: Hk. 26 12 Hk. 36 36 Hk. 16 9 Hk.6 2 Jvlk.23 0 
1706: 40 92 30 30 27 16 15 10 16 33 
1707: 20 9 33 43 25 30 14 40 18 34 
1708: 14 20 17 15 14 11 28 64 9 13 
1709 : 20 13 4 l f 21 29 18 ~9 93 24 29 
1710: 32 5 29 1 60 31 96 57 34 21 
1711: 24 0 76 0 46 7 147 5 71 4 
1712: 20 0 48 0 20 0 32 0 22 0 
1713: 13 0 31 3 20 4 28 10 21 0 
1714: 10 1 31 0 17 2 50 11 32 6 

34 2 42 0 5 0 56 60 28 10 
50 1 64 0 11 28 47 52 22 1 
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••• Our fortresses are situa ted in such a way, that they seem to be mix­

ed with those of others, nay, at some places, such as Commany, Zacconde 

and Accra so close to those of others, that a buccaneer can reach the 

one as well as the other. The Natives have also founded special croms 

under each fort, depending on the profit they expect from either us or 

the English, and each has its Caboceer who maintains contacts with other 

Natives in the interior • •• and who brings those to whom he feols most 

inclined to the forts to sell their gold, slaves and tusks ••• If we 

were to abandon such forts, this would be seen as a sign of impotence 

of the Comp., and those under our protection would join the remaining 

Nation, which they would regard as much more powerful •• . the rumour 

would also spread to the interior, and our esteem would much decline ; 

and what opposition would three soldiers and a flag offer when such an 

abandon~d place were to be a<litacked by a band of armed Negroes? The 

~nglish would also se e this as an oppDrtunity to make themselves mas t ers 

of the entire Coas t and its trade, because we have seen often enough 

tha t all our contracts and a greements (with the tL fricans) hold only as 

long as they se c advanta~e in nhem ; and even if they did not violate 

thosecontracm themselves, the English could easily arrange that at 

such places as Zacconde and Commany through the powerful Ne gro John 

Cabes, vrho, as everybody kno;vs, is with the Brandenburg rogue John Conny 

virtually master of hhe entire Upper Coast •• • it should be added, tha t 

if \ '10 abandoned Commany the whole business of collecting and sawing 

wood on the river of Chama "lOuld fall in disuse as a result of the 

intrigues and tho power of the Negroes of that region. Apart from 

Chama and Boutry there are no other · places for tho supply of firewood 

for the ships . 110re over, if Boutry \vere abandoned, what bad name tho 

Compo would make for itself, leaving the small number of Adjase, still 

def ending themselves courageously with their weapons against many ehemi ea, 

as a prey to thoir cruel foes. 

It would be virtually impossible to follow up the Noble Comp ' s orders 

concerning Houre and Cormantyn: in between those pla ces is Annemaboe, 

that important trading to.1n from which English ships take every year 

a ncarly unbelievable number of slaves. The Negroes of Cormantyn and 

i-Ioure are simply too careful and also too powerful to let the Dutch 

dep~rt like that: those two fortresses are, afte r St.George,the strong­

est along the whole Coe.st, and the Negroes consider them also a nafe 

refuge , in particular the Saboese around lloure from the weapons of the 

English subjects, 1:/hilst the Fantyn natives at Cormantyn \'lould not allow 

us to go because of their annual claim of shipsgifts which are being 

paid since 1665 in connection uith the help they gave to Admiral De Ruyte r 

to take this fortress out of the unjust usurpation of the English (sicl) 

Concerning the behaviou~ of the Natives, long experience has taught us 

t lu! Negroos are by nature slavish. and that they "lant nothing but 

themselves to a mighty yoke and to serve only those who have 

their backs and spurs into their sides. Up to 
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now it seems that the esteem and power of the Noble Compo among them is 

considered greater tha n that of the R.A. C., because the y have always found 

that the Coast is being well provided with good-merchandise, every time 

that we have t he fortune that the Comp .l s ships and cruisers arrive ••• 

whilst the arrival of English ships is much more irregular ; their Comp­

any sends no or hardly any ships, and since a long time no new servants 

or military men have been sent by it ; the English now find themselves 

! compelled to trade vii th all sorts of ships in order to make it possible 

for their 0I1n men to subsist. Although Vie have not yet made any sign of 

abandoning any of our forts, let alone so many, the English are yet \1atch ­

ine; us ••• Three soldiers vrithout a proper comr.lander Vlould not instill 

much fear in the 1'1a ti ves, and we know very \llel1 from our ovm experience 

hO\,I \llell these peopl e kr.ovl to handle firearms ; they \lOuld by no means be 

afraid of the empty barre l s of t he mounted cannons, and these bloodthirsty , 

cruel and tmbridl ed creatures, once they know that t h ey are stronge r, womilid 

not hesitate to denude such fortr esses of t he ir tradegoods and other 

effects. It should a l so be noted , that die to their long experience in 

trade, the Negroes arc very well aware t .hat t hey can buy the goods much 

more cheaply on ')oard of the ships than in the forts, and knowing ve r y 

well vhcre i s their own interest and t hat of some of the Europeans, t hey 

eo far out into the sea with their canoes, disregarding t he dangers, in 

order to trade on board of passing or anchored ships whenever they see 

the least profi t. They would see nothing wi t h greater pl easure t han that 

tho Coast were depr i ve d of all its fortresses. It i s no use to contradict 

that at least 50 times as many English ships crui.se along this Coast as 

do slipn of our Company, and in fact the Dutch Company i s t he only one 

lIhieh distracts them a little from the booty; and a lthough they dare not 

ulchor within thc reach of the guns of our fortresGcs, the Hatives 

1>"lolll~inC; under our fortresses do not _he.3'itate to sail to those (Englich) 

bhips whilst our servants are lOOking/in. But at least they do kno\-I, that 

if they arc caught, they have to give up all they have bought in this 

l·lunner to the Noble Compo :Gut everybody knows, and it has also been 

ohOlm on many occal3ions, such as U1 the case of the sugar, i ndigo and 

cotton pldntati~ns, that the jurisdiction of the Company doe s not reach 

"cVond tho Clrl;a covered by its cannons 

1 th pril 1717; Considoring the Directors' sUGcestion that certain 

C1uint..:nancc allO\:ances, such as 4 A"lgels of gold for the servants of 

ommanders, could be abolished, Members of the Council dewonstrated that 

th's could CUUGe [,;,-'(;':\ t harh) to the Company. because none of the ComLHl.ndcr s 

able to do without them, because it should be remembered that 

such a servant mainly as an interpreter for the trader~ 

interior, because there arc very few Europeans \lho art) 

language of the ilef;roes, and all the disputes 

the Natives and which are brought 

:LJa'e,l'1I,reted bJ them. iiembers are also 
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aware of the fact that these servants have on many occasions been sent 

as deputies to important and distinguished Negroes living in the inter­

ior, in order to inform them about what current tradegoods are available 

and at what price, or to send them considerable presents in order to 

animate those Natives and to encourage the trade in the Comp.'s fort­

resses. If these allowances were to be abolished, one would have to 

rely on strange Negroes for this purpose, and in order to make the 

Natives bring their gold, ivory and slaves to the Noble Company, one 

would on one occasion have to spend as much as otherwise in a whole 

month. It was therefore resolved to suggest to T.lls. to maintain the 

existing allowance of 4 Angels of gold . 

26th August 1717. D.-G. presents to Council the report of W. Butler 

0. ntitled: Concerning my activities at Axim beb-reen 19th April and 

13th August 1717, and the negotiations between the Aximse, the Ancoberse 

and Jan Conny •• • . Told immediately after my arrival that the D.-G. 

through reports of Oppercommies Blenke and an oral message by a serva nt 

of Jan Conny had been informed that they, Caboceers of Axim and Ancober 

had made peace and friendship .lith Jan Conny ••• and that H.H. the Gen­

eral was \villing to agree, but that he sent somebody to Axim 

in order to receive the still outstanding debt of 30 bendas, and that 

it was for that reason that I had come to them .•• They asked for 3 
days of respite, which I accorded to them, after which they replied 

very submissively that they understood that the D.-G. was not pleased, 

but that Jan Conny, until recently their enemy , had engaged some 

Assjantynse who were at that time some miles inland in order to commit 

acts of robbery in dowien, pretending that they had been sent by the 

Zaay of Assjantyn in order to settle the dispute bet~le en Jan Conny and 

his friends and the Aximse, Ancoberse and Appre ••• but with the threat 

that if they, ~ximse, Ancoberse and Appre were not willing to do this, 

that he had the means to compell thom to it, reminding them of the 

fact that morc ' (Ashanti?) trrops ",ere encamped in Eguira . These (Ash­

anti) mediators had not allowed the~, Aximse, to report Jan Conny's 

pro~Josals to Oppcrcorllmies Blenke, but the latter had learnt about them 

from other sourceD, and reported them to D.~G. We therefore took 

immediately informations on what means Conny proposed to settle the 

matter, and learnt that they, Axi~se and Anooberse would have to promise 

to pay tho 30 bendas of gold which he, Jan Conny, o",ed to the Comp., 

bendas of gold more to him, Jap Conny; they had to agree 

these conditions, out of the fear that by means of the mentioned 

Jan Conny would impose his will upon thcm as a law ••• 

tberefore to disapprove of the transfer of this debt to the 

that Jan CGnny pay those 30 bendas himself. It 

~~~ ___ C~ vaate to dominate these Aximse as their 

robbelS who under the name of Assffn­
AssjWltyn 
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in order to mediate in these matters. But it is well known to the 

Natives that the Zaay does not have the least kno\/ledge of it, as the 

mentioned Assjantynse are not provided with those distinctives which 

according to local custom are in use among them. However, the gold 

of Jan Conny and the force \1i th which those Assjantynse came, ",ere 

enough to make the Aximse, \.ho at any rate are not known as very 
compelling them to 

courageous people, even less couragageous, / agree with everything that 

was be ing proposed to them ; the Aximse admit that they have to bend 

for Jan Conny, nay, that they have to give the ir wives and children 

to him, if he desires them to do so. And if we satisfied him by 

letting him h~ve those 30 bendas from these people, one can be sure 

that in little time he would make himself completely 

their lord and master, and become s o powerful that no Negroes could 

any longer stay under our fortresses at Boutry and Axim to receive 

th~ traders who would come to us there ••• Resolved t o let the debt 

of the mentione d 30 bendas stay in the name of Conny ••• to wait and 

ace if we can on another occasion make Jan Conny pay t hem, and t o 

wri te to Blenke that he should claim from t he Aximse the boys \<[ho 

have been held at Axim as pa\<1ns, assuring them that ",e shall l e t 

them free to go out side the fort 

WIC 41 ; Secret ncsolution Assembl y of Ten, 9th November 1717: 

After the negotiations with Hr. Van Meynertshagcn, Envoy of Hi s noyal 

llajeaty of Prussia, a Provisional Project was proposed concerning the 

delivery and payment of H.E.'s Possessions on the Coast of Africa, .• , 

and it wac decided to take the Fortress of Great Fredericksb~g and 

thOBO places which are subject to it in possession either with Industry 

(sic~) or violence, on the cost of the Comp., but as soon as this has 

boon achieved, 2,000 Ducats should be paid to the Comp., and after a 

proper act of transfer, H.H. should no longer give any commissions or 

paasports to uhomsoever to sail to those places. J\. rgyn (Arguim) shall 

.:Lao be delivered by H.H. to the Comp., which shall pay 1; ,000 Ducats 

or it in ready money 

Ass. of Ten to \-I.Butler, 18th iiarch 1718. 

lIGeertry Galley" th<l 18 barrelo of 

~~al .toDGS, and we sent at Qnce stones to several assayers, but 

the. reported unanimously that no gold or silver of any 

be found in them. After that we bad· again 2,000 Ibs of 

"~"I' both in Amsterdam and Utrecht, but nothing of 

f am those stonea. Yet, all those who got 

the 



-131-

for the two German miners who have already been despatched to the 

Coast. These men should firth find the corridor or vein, and if 

necessary Chritiaan Steller should take every day a sample ••. IJe 

are not certain whether Steller is able to make proper mining-galleries, 

and we have there£ore deGided to summon two more persons from Germany ; 

of these Laurens Johann Christoffel is said to be very experienced in 

the making of galleries and shDving them •• , \fe are rather surprised 

to learn that the first sample showed more gold-contents than any 

sample taken from the whole mass of 8 or 9,000 Ibs of stones which 

was sent to Holland ••• 

VIC 124; Uinutes of Council-meeting , Elmina, 17th February 1718. 

Oral report by Bookkeeper-General Ph.Eytzen a bout his return over­

land from Fida, , ... here he had gone on board of the "Groningen, sailing 

via Benyn, but from where he could not return in time by sea, as the 

slave-ships Acredam and Eemenes had already been despatched, giving 

as further reaGan for his decision that there was a dispute betwe e n 

the Caboceer of Little Popo and the Mynse Negroes at Fida, which had 

to b e settled in order to preserve the free passag e of let t er-carriers 

between F ida and liina, and lastly, that he was curious to see the 

countryside between Fida and Accra 

16th December (1717) Left p e r hanu7loc in the company of 40 Negroes and 

some women and children, and stayed after my departure from our Lodge 

in the French Fortress for the night. 17th Dec.: reache d by about 

4 P.M. the river of Great Popo, which we crossed in canoes. Uas very 

well received by the Chief, who requested me very urgently to ask the 

Hon. General to let a \"hi teman reside there wi th a flag. I Pl'omised 

him to do what I could; but added, that although I would certainly 

tell the General about this proposal, the Merchant at Fida has in­

struction to take care of the trade in the neighbouring places too ; 

but that the desolation of the trade in that place had caused many of 

us to dislike it, and that he could be assured, that if we got a be tter 

trade in his place, we might very well continue our trade t he re. On 

this he made serious promises, and he asked me to send something as 

a token of our good intentions. I thanked him, and told him that my 

travelling over-Ivnd did not allow me to do much more in this matter, 

but I left a velvet cap with him on my departure. Great Papa is sit­

uated about 6 hours from Fida, travelling by land, and it is the re that 

the greo.t river "/hich runs in a Hi.de curve around Jaquyn and Fida has 

an outlet to the sea. The village is rather large, and the Negroes, 

as I experienced on an earlier occasion, arc polite and friendly. But 

they are poor, having now been suppressed by the Fidase since a.long 

time, thus being impeded in their trade. Left Great Popo at 7 P.II., 

reached Little Po po , by ni:;h t, at 5 ,\. iI. This 

have come there from time to 

beach, and the aforesaid river passes here 
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too, but at a distance of several buccaneer-shots from the sea. It 

has also a tributary running fro~ this village~ in a perpendicular 

direction into the country, with severa l other irregular tributaries, 

along whose banks there are said to be good villages. I stayed at this 

town on 19th and 20th December, and I mediated in the dispute between 

Caboceer Crukou and the Hynse Negroes who live at F ida: the latter 

paid a satisfaction of 5 slaves in merchandise and one ,anker of brandy. 

Tho Cabbcocr Offori came '0.1130 to see me immediatoly after my arrival 

gi ving [ile severell tokens of his fri endship, thanking 1;10 for the preGemt 

I had sont.to hiD when I was at Fida, at the tiLl" that the letter-carrion:; 

had been arrested. I found here still a flag-r.w.st of the Coup., but WlO 

flag. Like those of Little (sic) Popo, they re~uosted me here for a 

white resident on behalf of the Comp., promising that they would no 

longer allow the Englishman to reside here. I ansvvered as well as I 

could do at the thle, and left after having dashed here and there a 

little brandy on 20th Dec., a t 3 P.M. I then travelled through a 

village which was very nicely planted with trees, about a 2~lbs gun's 

shot distance inland froQ Little Po po At about 9 p.n. we camped in 

an open field, not encountering any villages. Around u idnight vie 

continued our march, and arrived about 11 A.M. at a village called 

Offra Lade. Ve were very tired, a lso because along this road of more 

than 13 miles we did not find any water. This last Dentioned place 

is very iopoverished, and water is not only scarce thore, but also 

br~ckish; yet, my companions fill ed their bellies up to the throat, 

out of fear of having to cross ahother such desert-like area . I did 

not remark any difference be tween these Negroes nnd those of F ida in 

their uttire and ornaments, but us thero .rns nobody auong us who could 

s-oeru< properly with therJ, I could not get any further inforI:lations 

about then. Their attire consisted only of a kind of coffee-coloured 

raffia-cloth, and they had painted their bodieG in 0. siLdlar colour. 

They feted us in their own rather poor nanner, their chief honouring 

tIc vii th SO['10 chicken, and a lot of their beer, called pi to. \Ie left 

by 4 P.M., and narched through a wide pl a i n with oany cooonut trees, 

and ::W.\1 three groups of deer. By 8 P.J.!. VIC r.lac1c CUI:lp in a big dry 

water-hole. In the morning of the 22nd we reached a big lake, on 

which floated 0. large number of canoes. On th" south side of this 

l/lke, on the beach, is the village of J\.bodja, Gituclted on a fairly 

good buy where passing ships often do their trade in ivorJ and. slaves. 

The Cuboceer therefore asked oe to request the General to send a 

whiteoan to Quita in order to tru~e there in a lodge. They show~d oe 

soveral big tUDks, assuring DC that one coul d rrovido us with 0. large 

quantity of them. \/hen I inquired fror.] th01;} froLl './here these tusks 

and the slaves carJc, they pointed to the <inland area in un obliqUE: 

Uroct1on (sic), which they said to provide 2. lot or both. [Then I 

which lake this \·/8S, they said that it got its 

river -which is the rio "lioltn- and th;).t thic lake 

Indeed, I could net SCi.: 2-ny L:1.lld 
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beyond the horizon. I tried to get some more information about the 

area, but I got nothing oore to know than th~t thete is a great body 

of water, this (lake) being an overflow of the Rio Volta, ru1d that 

there is a large number of villages on its banks, to 1r/hich they sail 

in their canoes, and that there is a great trade in slaves and ivory. 

By about 6 we continued our voyage to Quito., which is about 2 miles 

from Abodja. The Danes have since about 5 years kept servants here 

in permanence, in order to trad0 slaves nnd ivory, and they reap 

good fruits of their labours. At the moment there is however no 
in bad weather 

whiter.1D.n; recently one was drowned/, and another has died. As there 

are at present no proper whitemen in the Danish fort, they had to 

interrupt tha t trade. I was requested to pay a visit to the King or 

Caboceer here by a Negro called Louis Hannibal, the same who was 
at the Court of France 

baptised/by the late King Louis XIV . c . ,vi th the title of Prince of 

Assin'. He told me how he had been left behind here by the captain 

of a French ship, who had taken him on board after four years at 

ASBine, in order to take hin with him to France, but that that captain. 

had sont him ashore to do sooe trade for him and sailed mJaY, leaving 

him here His intelligence has however helped him to acquire here 

a position of great respect, and he is virtually considered a king 

here. lie introduced me to the King, who welcooed me in a friendly 

manner. He told [,lC that he had given about 6 weeks ago a goat to 

the letter-carriers for tho Hon. General, with the request to send 

a whiteoan on behlaf of the Compo to trade here as a resident in slaves 

and ivory ; that he regretted that there was nobody of our Coop. here, 

as he could not agree very well with the Danes I ans1rlered him 

that I would make inquiries about it, but that it was not our method 

to risk at once a whiteman, and that at first he should content him­

self with the visits of a boat, and that the Hon. General, once he 

finds that he would keep his promises would take further me asures. 

He presented a sheep to me, and a lot of drink to the people who were 

\1ith me, in exchange of \vhich I gave him 2 lbs ? ••• ? and some cov/ries. 

'.Ie lodged with mentioned Hannibal, \vho received us very well. This 

village Quito. is also situated on the seashore, and has a good bay, 

accessible to canoes, and it is backed by the Sffille lak~ which I found 

at Abodja. The village is fairly big, and pleasant high trees are 

planted around it. Along the mentioned lake a ulUltitude of cows and 

sheep, were grazing. Left by 3 A.M. for Awouna, about 4 miles froQ 

there, where we arrived about 9 A.N. This rond passes through an area 

which is richer uith cattle than D.ny place I have seen be fore, and in 

that short distance I saw not less than 13 herds of co\/s, each consist­

ing of at least 100 animals. I ,ms received (at MTOuna) by the principal 

called Offorbiacan, who [uade room in his house for De and he 

a lUanner, that I was really Gurprised about the: 

He gave me also a sheer), and anothe:r one for' uy 
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boys, ans plenty of drink for everybody. Hfil!e I had to bargain also 

for a canoe to carry 1;1e across the Rio Volta. I got ono, paying 10 

~ngeis for all of us. We left at 3 P.M. and arrived by 5 ~ .H. at the 

mouth of the rio Volta. At A,10una I let myself bo inforrJed by the 

Negroes about this country. They told me that with the help of canoes 

they r.JOst ly i1correspond" (sic. = trade?) with the Negroes of the interior 

and that one could sail up-stream a long the rio Volta for at least a 

month ; that that r iver has many tributaries along \1hose banks live 

Negroes who ha ve plenty slaves and ivory, but as no trade 10 being 

carl'icd on, these cOf:Jr,lOdi ties o.re taken away by the Aquamboese, 

and on the other side (sic) by the Quahoese, and t hence they are c::li'ried 

to the side of Ardra and Fida. I asked whether the Negroes there would 

be inulined to trade with the whitemen and whether they were of a good 

disposition, upon which the Caboceor answered that he believed tha t 

hone of those Negroes had ever seen a whiteman, but that he did not 

think tha t they would do any harm to one if he went to them with his 

merchandise, as those Negroes are not very warlike or quarrelsome, This 

is all I could learn from them. 

Continui ng, we first found a road of about f a mil e, regul arly planted 

with cotton-trees, and then stopped at a tributary with very clear and 

good water. Passed by 5 P.M. through a great gloomy for.st in which 

I sm, a mult itude of footprints of savage animals , but \-Ie got through 

\vithout a.ny discoL1fort. After a two hours' j ourn~y along the beach He 

reached a little village of fishermen, on a wide river: t h is was the 

rio Volta. There is no surf in its mouth, whose width I estimate to 

be about 300 feet. I ,mnted to measure the depth of the river at i t,g 

mouth, but tho rowers objected to this: the y were only three in a 

cCUloe, and afraid that they would not be able to ro;v bgClli:: .agCtinst the 

current. Horeover, the ca.noe VJas made in Ct manner quite different fro Ll 

the t of the Gold Const canoes, and it would probably not have been 

able to vii thcta.nd the turmoil in and beyond the LlOuth of the river. But 

I think that the mouth of the rio Volta is wide and deep enough to 

0.110\1 Sl;]ull Dutch vessels tv enter it, and thero arc good appearances 

thCtt there would be 0. profitable trade if one sailed up-stre~J. One 

could take such an experiment ,,,rith 0. sloop or boat, but to try it vli th 

0. Gold Coast ca.noe is probably not feasable, as the Ilegroes of this 

coast consider this river their idol: they always pour SODe brandy i n 

the water in order to get Ct safe journey, and nobody would dure to 

throw in it ac ouch as Q piece of dog (-Deat). The ir superstition goes 

so far, that they took fror.l their necks and aros their e;oldon fetishes, 

whi~h they wound into a piece of cloth, and the ~' insicted strongly that 

I would do th.:: sane with the ring I had 0;1 oy finger, and thCtt I tool: 

oft the red cap I was wearing on oy head, as one is not ulloued to 

thing here on th,~ r::''Ver. But the negroes 1IIho brought us 

live there, did not know anything 01" thic superstition. 
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My servnnt, vlho hnd sailed by canoe fr.on i.wouna, told r.1e that he had 

been in at least ten different villages all along the river, and that 

he had been very well received, but that they had had to make a great 

detour before they could reach the mouth of the river. By 10 A.M. we 

reached the other side on the corner of a piece of land which constit­

utes the southern side of the mouth of the river. After having given 

small presents to the Negroes who had brought us here from Awouna, we 

LJQrched along the beach, slept in the open field, and reached in the 

cJOrning of the 26th Lay, where we stopped to eat. The Negroes were 

hardly aware of our presence. We continued our journey, and arrived 

the so.me day at a village called Negotsantsie, \"hich is si taated on 

"Lop of n hill. The people here engage thelils e lves in the making of salt. 

ile spent the night there, and after a journey of J Iililel? vie arri'led. 
tho ~ns~stence oT 

at Ponnie, where I was necessitated as u result of/the Caboceer hpim 

to eat. I visited him and i nspected the Comp.'s former lodge there ; 

it is totally ruined, and only its foundations could still be seen. 

Left by 1 P.M., and arrived by 5 P.M. at Siabbra, situated, like Ponnie, 

on a considerable height. I was well entertained by the Caboceer here, 

und we took here sooe night-rest till 3 A. M. By 5 A.M. we passed 

Po.mpona, by 7 Tysje D.nd by 8 Labadde . He paid our respect in the 

Dunish fort ChristiD.nsbu~g, and arrived shortly afterwards sD.fely in 

Cr~vecoeur, having mad0 the journey over land fron Fida to Cr~vecoeur, 

long 66 r.1iles, i n 11 days. It 'lIas resolved to write to the Ass. of 'ren 

ubout the Volta, asking whether further inquiries should be made about 

the possibilities of trade there. It was also resol~ed to appint Ph. 

Eyt~en us Merchant ut Fida. 

4th Hurch 1718 ••.• Resolved to put in all the ships departing from 

here us much peppeI' as is possible, and to encouruge the cultivation 

of .it. Reports frol.1 our serVDll ts on the Grain Coust inform us thero 

is little peppor to be had on the Grain Const these days, and that there 

iu u litlle more of that comuodity in Rio Sierra Liones, but D.-G. Drop­

osed to write to tho Directors that it will probably be vory difficult 

to convince the Negroes here to undertal{e the planting of pepper, as 

long experience hus shown ••• 

25th .lurch 1718. .., I:.esol ved to let the barque i1Utregtil make a voyage 

to the I:.io Voltu,in a few dD.Ys froc now, and to let it enter its mouth, 

in ordor to do soce trude, if possible, sailing up-river. Also resolvod 

to give Cupt. Eytsen un assist.:mt to help him in ta!cing exact inforuations 

o.bout tha Trudu :.ald the various cOlJlJerCiD~ centres ••• 

d'ILltunu, 'I1ho hus served the CorJp. for 

at Fido. o.nd JacCLlIJ:n,is ~lilling to continue in tho 

Compo is prepo.red to re-ptttriate hin ••• Resolved 
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25th April 1718. D.-G. demonstrated that the Ass. of Ten had resolved 

to send Jac. Van Nunnikhuysen from this Coast to Isequebo. Mentioned 

Van UunnikhuYGen was appointed on CuraGao, where he had agreed with 

Director J.Van Collen to promote the cultivation of indigo on this 

Coast (in margin: 6 years' contract, made 10/3/1712), and that 

contract hav ing expired, he, Van Munnikhuysen declared to feel inclined 

to return to CuraQao rather than to go to Isequebo, or otherwise to 

stay here. T.Hs. therefore agreed to let Van llunnikhuysen stay here 

on the Coast. But his salary of f 40.- per month is considered too 

high, and ms hereby reduced to f 24,- His work in the indigo-plant ­

ation has been stopped, on the orders of the Ten. He shall therefore 

be employed as Ondercommies at Axim and cultiva te only cotton at that 

place •. " 

(sUli11;1&1.ry Ja_~_~~EE.i~): 30/5/1718 : resolution to ask Capt. J .Van der Heeven 

who arrived 29/5 to lead expedition against Jan Connie in order to 

acquire ·' the fortress Great Fredericksburg, illegally taken in poss­

ession by J.C. ,; ... 13/6/1718 : ;'Story of what has happened during the 

expedition agai nst Grea t Fredericksburg • . "; , by Butle r ; foun d at arrival 

at Axim 3 ships waiting for expedition. Axim people declare too afraid 

of J.Connie to help Dutch. Decided to let the 3 Dutch ships anchor as 

close to Pokesu as possible, and let them sholl the town in case peacG­

ful neGotiations failed, causing confusion among inhab itants by the 

explosion of quanti ties of gunpov/der which doubtlessly were stored in 

the village, But the shelling of the town with " fire-balls and grenadesH 

did not have the desired effect: the village did not catch fire. A fe w 

shots \~ere fired from the fort, \>/i thout causing harm. Capt. Vander 

lloeven decided nonetheless to make a l a nding with 120 well armed men 

and ladders etc. to scale the fort, but as soon as these ~en set foot 

on shore they rJet with heavy fire, and in a few minutes most of them 

were dead. Van der Hoeven himself was a lso wounded, but managed with 

a few other survivors to swim back to the boats. 

16/8/1718: D.-G. gave i nto consideration which other means could be 

employed to "put the Compo in full and rightful possession' : of Gr. 

FrederickGburg and to prevent that ;' foreign Nat ions, i n particular 

the French or the }~nglish ' took possession of it. But"reflecting that 

tho forces of the Natives cannot be broug~together at the coment because 

the; need their men badly to protect their countries against the Assjan­

tynse", a second attacl: should be potltponed . For the time being it 

would be better to try to convince the :lhanj;a t join forces with the 

Comp •• to cause as I.lany difficulties as is possible for those of Pokesu" 

and to try to cause discord among them '0 . 

Letters &: papers from the Guinea Coast. 

Ph. Eytzen on board of the barque "Utregt:' and in the 
pril-May 1718. 

attempts V9re made to mwte a reconnaissance of 

a lOVing-boa' managed to pass through 
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the surf, but considered it irresponsible to risk the barque itself 

into this adventure: it was loaded 10 ft. deep. A raft or a galliot 

\~i th a maximum draught of 7 or 8 ft. should be employed. The shoals 

in the mouth of the river cause it to be at most 12 ft. deep. 

12th April: l anded at Quita and went to see the Chief, to ask him how 

were the conditions of trade. He replied that there was good trade in 

ivory, but asked me to have 5 days patience. Asked ondercommies Loenius 

to send a good assortment of goods ashore, and then decided "lith them 

what should be paid for a man, and what for a woman. Decided on 68 Angels 

for a man and 51 for a \·loman. Purchased to-day 2 men and 109 Ibs ivory. 

15th l·~p r:i.l: Loenius CDJne ashore. He and the ship's officers found 

great difficulties in conveying the goods ashore. The cargo is badly 

pl'epared: there are for instance 17 empty barrels in it. Vie are also 

ill prepared for the purc~ase of slaves: ther e are no shackles, and 

on board there is ne ither room, nor food for slaves. Vi e will have to 

leave tl1C:l11 on land and find a guardi an for them. 

16th .~.pril : The Danish Governor Knoed Roest arrived to-day. He showed 

SOIJe surprise find i ng me trading here, as he paid the Caboceer here 

3 Angels per month. I remonstrated that the King imagines to be master 

in his 01111 land, and that itwas lim his own request, and on the orders 

of the General, that I was trading there, and tha t I thought that 

there was no need for me to g ive any further answer to his expression 

of surprise, aSfiuring him that all coming and going ships could trade 

hore without any dispute. In the evening the Governor invited me for 

dinner, at table he told me that a French ship had arrived. 

18th April: the Governor having offered to the Negroes 5 oz. for a 

slave and made many other great promises, I went to the King to say 

good-bye, as I could not get any trade . The King showed strong dislike 

of the Dunish Governor, threatening to drive him away, ioagining that 

this was the reason for my departure. He urgently requested me to 

stay, but I replied that I had to go to Fida, as there was no more 

ivory, either at Quita or at Abjotta (sic) , the trade i n this comlilodity 

huving been the principal reason for my visit. The King still insisted 

thot I should stay, asking r,18 to tell the General that if he "mnted to 

build a lodge at (~uitn, that he would make the Danee move out. 

I took further informations on the rio Volta, and was told that there 

arc no villages ulong its banks, as they ure flooded during the rains, 

Which crente u lake of a length of at least 15 eiles, beginning east 

of tho rio Volta and cndinG at AlbotU.~ The lake is too muddy for nav­

igo.tion (sic) during the rains, and dry afterwards. Loenius reported 

to have seen Dany canoes on the shorse, but none sniling on the lake. 

would be difficult to sail on the 4vor with a ship: the current is 

during the rains, o.nd there are too enny shoals during the 

Negroee assure us, that no canoes sail on the river 

One should make special vessels on which there 



(\IIC 104 cant.) 

.wuld be nccor,lOdntion for men and goods and \·,h ich could -be rO\.,red. If 

such D. vessel were to oe cooll1anded by a n experienced person, it could 

sail on thi s r iver and its tributaries during the good season and in­

quiries could be Dade about trade over a distance of 2 weeks ' rowing. 

I found here at Quito. a large number of children and men constantly 

busy spinning cotton on little sticks of about a foot length. I wanted 

to buy some, us they said that they collected this cot t on in order to 

maintain the i r children. They were prepared to sell, but they asked 

not less thnn three strings of cowries for one ball of cotton, which 

does not weigh more than ab out half a pound, which would oean paying 

about as ouch as at home. When I proposed to buy a big quantity of 

about hundred pounds for 20 [engels, t hey just laughe d a t me ••• I aD 

sure that if the Negroes did their best to make cotton.-plantations , 

that the} could gni n a lot fror.! it ; but these peo ple think only in 

a do.y-to-dety DD.nner, and never think of tOlaorrow. Saw also people making 

indigo in a hut. They first soak the leaves and then make balls of 

thGl;! of the size of a fist , It/h ich they put then away. 'rhey seem to 

keep them in a good condi t ion fo r oo r e than a month i n this way. 

I bought sooe of these b~lls, but I doubt whethe r the CODp. could 

draw much profit frOl:! then . /, r r ived at Fida on 21st April , and found 

there 1 French, 2 English and 2 Portuguese s hips anchored. The surf 

wo.s high but I got safely nshore. An English canoe came to se e who 

\Ie '-Jero. I WetS carr i ed i n a Portuguese hamJock to t he English fort, 

where I was not expe cted , but welc omed by Messrs Billie and Boon. The 

latter was just gi ving his leave -dinner. Shortly afterwards the French 

Diructor, Ilono . E01_'che l , co.me to see me. The sarae evening I '-Ient to 

the J,odge, .:Ir,d ho.d D. conversation \d th the King. I assured him of 

tho friendship bf the General and s ent hi m h i s greetings. He said that 

lw WUD very s~tisfied about my re turn, and that he was pleased t o have 

lu~rnt thnt the Fi d8se hammock-carriers had been so well received at 

lauino.. T inforr.lGd 11 i n a l so tho.t the Hon.Gijnero.l had sent his envoy 

to Aquunboc, and that H.H. would cause tho.t Ki ng to have such fee lings 

,to \o/o'll,1 bG L1 o.c;reement with his interests; for this too, the King 

vas very grateful. 22nd April: went to visit Capt. Carter, to present 

T.lyDclf ao the no\! :;'~csident lIerchant, and to inforL1 hiLl that the COlilp. 

lnd docidcu tG buy this year a great number of slaves at Fida, request­

ing hir.l for lli~i assitance. He ansvlered that he \Tould be very pleu.sed 

to '101p o.nd to c;ontinue in the same "my as he had done so, many yearo. 

~D thiD cupt'lin is at present busy bui l d i ng hiocelf 0. new house about 

h~lf a mil~ frau here, he will not come here as often as he used to do. 

I roquoeted 'lil.l to coue bo.cl':: tOlilorrov/, in orclur to go .Ii til me to the 

, because \/ithout him the hing docs not engage in o.ny serious busineGE 

.. lhi teo. 24th ,\pril: had the French Director Bouchel and the 

'i3illie and Boon for dinner. 25th .. pril: went with 

to see the King. I c~ve h10 a ~a~ red coral 

permissiQn to start the t rade 
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for t he ship .iGunthersteynli. He answered that he ,,,ould give me such 

perr:lis3~_.:m as froo tomorrow. 26th April : t he i nterpre ter came to tell 

r,:e that tue King ,.,~s only waiting" for the. c.1l@toihary slo.ves to ' be bought 

before ~pcning the market, but I waited till the evening, when t he 

~ing's chief aervant caDe only to tell that the King had not been abl e 

to get goo d slaves. 27 t h April : went to s ee the Ki ng's customary slaves 

and they were, as usual, blind, cross-eyed, l ame, limps or mutilated, 

and whatever I tried, they would not show me any others. I did not 

hide ray di spleasure t o tho CCtptain and I l oft the tronk. But i n t ho 

uftornoon they SUDr.lOned tile mas t er, and eCtrmCtrked for him a f e1;]al e 

slave of the King, one fr ol] Capt. C~::-tor and one fr01;] CCtpt. Agou. 

29th Apr il: counted the goods in the storehouse and found only 1 ,400 

basins and 39 i ron bars. These iron bars and bas ins are much in 

dOD~nd just be fore and during the bush-clearing season, but now they 

are not in demand before the y next sowing season. ' 0' 2nd May: Loenius 

is to leave tomorrow. Sent on board of h i s ship 90 fine iron ri f l es 

r.lOst of Hhich are rusty and of 1rlhich 15 are daraaged, recoramending hiD 

to have ther.l cleaned on board during the voyage. He Hill probabl y be 

a~)lc to sell thelil i n [,ssini or Bassam on the Upper Coast. Our rifles 

arc not ouch in demand here at present, as English rifl es are here on 

thc uarket for 3 Angels ; from t :lis one can easily calcul ate hovr liluell 

that ilation i s prepared to pay for a slave, as they pay at least 24 

or 25 of them for a mal e slave , and I would have to pay at least 100 

guilders or 30 to 32 rifles. The people here will not br ing out 

their slaves till ships a rrive with cowries. They don't even want 

plathiljos: I had to of fe r at l east 30 of theD for one Dale slave. 

3rd Jiay: went to the Elarket and fo und there ginger, pepper, cotton ar>..c1 

cotton-yarn, indigo, cardemolil (= ? ) and gum. I bought t he whole quant i ty 

of ginger h .:>.rc11y a pound, for t Angels , Iasked were it \"o.s gro1rTing, 

and what would be the price if I bought greater quantities of it . 

they said that the price was one string of cowries for a ball, and 

thut it comes from a pl ace called Fo u or Foin, about 20 miles from 

~ere. It is bcing brought here on every market day, that is tvrice 

every nine days, in small bits. The Foin Negroes bring it as a k ind 

of ncdicine. The pepper grmvs in the country of Capt. Apunga, 3 mil es 

frou here. Cotton is found everywhere, and a large quantity could be 

got if the Negroes did not use it themselves for the w~aving of cloth 

of vnriuuG qualities. SODe of thQse cost not less than 24 ryksdaalders, 

ethern nrc sold for 16 ,10, 8,4,or 2 ryksdaalders, but rarely for less. 

Some of thu cotton was packed in little bales by the Negroes, which 

weigh 12 to 15 Ibs , they deDand Ii !yksda<:..~ders for thelil, but the seede 

aro not taken out. I sa~1 (lOre than 200 Ibs of it on the [Jarl{et, all 

It is for lanps and for other pur-

Cotton-yarn is exceptiunally expensive. There were no great 

indigo, half of it was rotten and nearly black. The gum 

comes ~GO from that .ide. froe Rio Lagos 

and sells for nore than t Ang.p.lb. 
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29th October 1717: received froLl Blenlce, Ax iLl ••• on the 23rd the 

llo\-Jien Caboceer Cru Adamu calae. He said he had been here ' first in the 

days of Oppercor,mies LandJ:'lan, and had taken oaths \"i th the Caboceers, 

priests aDd As janny that his people would trade h8re. That - during 

But l er's tine there had been tood trade. He asked that the priest, 

Pinga and :\sjanny be sW:lli1oned to renew the oaths. Arangeoents were 

nade th~t tho ~owiense, BroLlse or Boonairse should not be molested 

\1hen entering the l'..ncober (lnd ,\xin districts. This morning \"e should 

have started the trade, but they wanted iron rifles. I offered then 

brass Lluskcts, bu t they did not want these, as t hey could get the~ 

also at Cabo t,pollonia, a:.d_~-8 for one bendo.. 

20th DeceLlber 1 717: r oce ived froo Blenke, Ax iLl ••• that 0.11 tro.de 

had coDe to 0. sto.ndstill beco.use of the wo.r between the Assjantynse 

und the Aki Llse. The I!o.ssase are constantly try ing t o rob the Aowiense 

on the paths, which are o.t present very inso.fe 

9th Jio.rch 1 '71 3: from Bl enke, 1'.. X ir.l .•• Trade is 'lory bo.d. tie don't 

evon havo enough gold for the subsistence of tho go.rrison . This is 

caused by the fact th~t the Aowiens o.re mo.rching up, 8 to 9,000 men 

strong, to o.ttack the Assjo.ntynse. 

EBlCG 85; (Eloina Journo.l) 21st Harch 1718 : frOL.l Van iiunn ikhoven, AxiL:!: 

It is I'o:90rtod thut AN/iense have ret:\U'ned froo J\ssjantyn with a con­

siderabl0 bo,)ty ••• aoong it 20,000 wooen and children •.• the i\ovriense 

would he_ve exhuoed the deo.d Ashantynse , and it is said that they have 

found !:mch gold and conte de t erra and that they \-,ill come here soon 

t:J trade ••• 

20th ~pril 1718: froo Van i~nnikhoven , Axilil ••. it is reported froD 

Cubo ,',pollonia that a large number of /lowien traders is expected there 

Wly day froo now. Tho Cabo Apolloni a Caboceers have prooised to send 

tho!,) hither •.. tho fov' ,'\.o\,iense who came to trade so far CC1.L.le rJai nly 

for salt. 

19th ,Septc[]bor 1 71 8: from Van l1aarssen, Axilil •. . The AO\'Tiense and \Jassase 

think thot the Assjantis will come to fight them .•• both these peoples 

ul'c providing tlleL.lSelves with guns and powder. The I!assase say tho. t 

thc J will go tJ ~owien and leave their country. 

12th October 1718: froo VLlll iiaarssen, Axin : ••• tho 'J asso. Headchief, 

Tju Vanvo, nlias ~ousje (Donsje?) has gone to Aowien, probably to 

consul t \11 th [,o\1ien hendchief about resisting the [.sojantis retunn-

in~ \!a~saoe who had been co.ptured assert that the ~ssjantis are very 

nuull .:It v~rianco nnong theoselvesj that the Nc,tivo i,oan Coya hus died 

and tl,at the country is preparing for war ••• 

11th Hovocber 1718: froo Van liaarssen, Axim .,. 'rhe \lanca Cnboceer 

Tieranvo has returnod frofl J\owien . He ho.s uade a treaty of friendship 

it, and puid 30 bendas as satiGfactio11 for his robberies in that __ 

COJ:lpallY .f the Asjantis ••• sent one of his trusted t:lerl 

me that he was inclined to purchase in future the goods 
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he needs a t this factory. To make a beginning, he sent 80 slaves, of 

whom only about one half Was suitable for purchase 

that these traders did not bring any gold or ivory ••• 

NBKG 86 (Elr.Jina Journal cont.) 14th January 1719. 

I regret to note 

frorJ Van Naarssen, 

flxil:J: ••• there is a rUIJour tha t the i\.sjantis are on the march, vlhich 

does daoage to the trade; the Aowiens and the others r emain in their 

countries for fear 

4th February 1719: frOE] Van Hunnikhoven, CharJa : ••• asks for tradegoods, 

as SOLIe Dinkira, \Jussa and OuvTien traders have arrived there ••• 

WIC 124 (minutes Council Elr.Jina) 

13th ilarch 1~19. D.-G. gave notice that the Comp. 's slaveship lIAmster­

dru:J11 had captured on the higll seas the ship "Marquis de Prie ll , Capt. 

Jan Villemsz, which had s a iled out from as tend under Imperial Commission 

and flags, and brought it here on 18th January. An inquest was made, 

froQ which it appeared t hat mentioned ship has effectively as tend as 

its home-port, that it i s satisfactorily provided with Imperial and 

Tloyal CODLlission, and that the Hon. fl sser,lbly of Ten has issued repeated 

instructions to be cautious about the arrest and confiscation of ships 

provided with proper commissions of for e ign sovereigns and potentates. 

hs at this juncture no sufficient reasons can be found to proceed wit1h 

the confiscation of mentioned ship or its cargo, and also be cause this 

is the first thle that such a thing happens and His Imperial iiajesty 

has no fixed establishuents on this Coast, it was resolved, in order 

at least to avert the spread of this trade, to let t his ship provision­

ally remain in sequestration, to make a neat and detailed report on it s 

rer.laining cargo and on the cerchandise it has bought, but to leave the 

final decision to the Hon. Ten. It was furthermore r esol ved to send 

oentioned ship straight back with some return-freight on board, and 

with the request to the Hon. Directors to give us some indication a bout 

what to do in similar cases .• 

22nd NoveLlber 1719. D.-G. noted that t he "Bonaventura" was ready to 

sail for Benyn, and asked the Hon. Hembers wh~ther the y agreed to dis­

patch it as soon as possible in order to take from Assistant i1assey at 

Quita the 3,262 Ibs ivory and 518 Ibs ~evell '<lhich he reported to have 

collected there, when passing that place, because it is learnt that 

the ~ing of Aquamboe is threatening to attack Quita. 

10th October 1720. Deliberation about what could best be done with 

cost ndvnn~age for the Noble Coup. \lith the ship "De HOOpfl, since the 

storehouses are completely deprived of L1Crchalldise and the ship can 
another -

therefore not cake I voyage to the Upper Coaot. It was resolved to 

oentioned ship sail to the Lm-Ier Coast and let it collect i12 passing 

ivory and crevell \"hich cay have ~eell purchased at Quita, 

and to bring froc here iron ba~B for Fida. If the value 

purchased is not excessively high the "De Hoopll 
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may continue its voyo..ge to Rio de Gabon and Cabo Lopes, for \ ... 11ich 

the captain will be provided with a s mall cargo to trade wax and 

ivory. Af ter this he shall cruise 8 to 10 days around the Island 

S.T ome in order to capture in tha t area a Portuguese ship with slaves, 

because we need t hem at presnt badly for the Portuguese ships anchor­

ing here (sic!) 

8th Deceober 1720. Letters have been received £roo factors Le Grand 

and Coster , Capt. Sanaers and Assistant HeilDan inforl,l ing us t hat 

on 6th De cember Coster had gone i n to the village of Axin i n t he 

cOL1pany of Sanders o..nd Heilman i n order to inspect a new canoe, but 

that Coster had been assaulted by the subject Negroes of Axin, ho..d 

been i:laltreated by t her.1 and been thrown i n to a canoe in v/hich he 

had been transported to Boutry. The Captain and the Assistant had 

then taken refuge i n the for tress ; Sanders l et some uen cor.le fr or,l 

board, so t hat there were not less t han 90 men in the for t r e s s. 

D.-G. demons trated t hat this was a uat t er of grea t i nportance, and 

that he had the i ntent i on of go in~ t here personal ly, as t he total 

ruin and l oss of r.lent i oned fortr ess J:wy be feared if the enraged 

people are not quickl y brought t o cal u. Thi s rage probably r esulted 

fron the t yrannical temper of COOJ:1ies Coster nnd his poor treatrJent 

of the f,ximse, agai nst which \,[e would have takeil our Deasures l ong 

ago if only we ho..d been provided of sufficient ass istance and pr oper 

servants. It \'Ias agreed t o send OppercoI:mies Karel Vo..n Naurssen, 

C01:u:lies Isauc iluller Ul:.d Secre t ary J. Gr uauwhart thither in or der 

to appeo..se t he people, bGco..use it i s to be feared t ho..t i f such steps 

were not tukcn, our sub jects at hxi o Day entirely abandon their 

0ccdienc8 to the Nobl e Compo and conspire with the people of Greut 

Fredericksburg. I-1eubers di d not consider i t adviso..ble that the D.-G. 

should go thither, as those in Fredericksburg could be nl urmed by it , 

and try to stop vessels passing Fredericksburg ... 

lLfth J1.1.l1ura.y 1721. the deputies ha.v i ng returned froD ~XiD, D. - G. 

dDmOl1str~ted the various attestations made against Coooies Antonie 

Coster o..bout his highly iQproper behaviour, re port ing that oentioned 

c..ost0r ha.d arrived hero per co..noe on 2nd January, ane: that ILH. ha.d 

put him under c ivil o.rrest in Coenruo.dsburg under the. supervision of 

the COI:ILw.nder there, so tllO.t the factory o.t ;,xin i:my again be put i n 

quietness ••• ILl{. appointed Isaac Hull.\':r o.s Con.:lies ut /,X2!J •• and 

pro~osed to keep Coster in arrest till his writins-deok and caso arriv~ 

frol.l J\xiu ••. 

19th Nay 1721. D.-G. gave into reflcctiL'n of the H. ileobcrs a paragraph 

of tho 1ettur of t:1C Hon. Ten dd. 1st HoveDber 1720 c.nd rt.1ceivecl. on 

vi?. "As we arc inforoed tho.t Jan CO:lnie has becooe. 

and would be inclined to cOr.Je to SOI:10 agrcer.lel!t 

FrcdcricksburJ to tl_ 

~ Y.H. to ~akc so~c atteDpt hereto, if necesso.ry 
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LInking SOGle expenses .•• if Y.H. r:lanages to convinve Connie to deliver 

Great Fredericksburg, .Y.H. should not only offer him the friendship, 

but also tho protecti on of the Coop." It was resolved to send the 

arrested hacker (small ship) ii Juffrou Brigi tta;! with Chief He rchant 

Van Naerssen to Fredericksburg. Engineer Andre Lesloran should also 

eebark on this ship in order to make an ocular inspection of the River 

~ncober and the Mountain of that nane. With hiD shall be sent 3 or 4 

[Jiners and as Llany soldiers as can be enbarked in a proper \vay 

25th May 1721. •.. r eceive d letters fr or,1 ChUL"1a, confirJ:ling that the 

Jufferse, \'iassase and j,dofJse are marching up against the j~ntase, and 

that the Jufferse have actually already been involved in a clash with 

sorcIC i'ntase. D.-G. asked NefJbers to deliberate on \vhat to do, and 

it was resolved to try to c0nvince the ~guaffoese and Bbraoboese Negroes 

-who are our friends- to COLle t o the a i d of the ~ntase to distract t he 

eneny, emu , if need be, to persuade SOLle Hinase Negroes t o );Iarch to 

ChnLla and the l',ntase country ••• and! finally to provide t he Upper fact­

ories wi t h nore men, t o avert the danger of their being surprised by 

Jan Connie and his troops. 

\JIC 41; Secret papers ,\ ssenbly of X. 

Ass. of X to H. Butler, 20th Nover:lber 1720 . ... Ue are pleased t o note 

that the search for gold can best be undertaken on the ;'.ncober River, 

and that such activities are already i n progress ... Y.H. should there-

fore try to COLle t o an agreenent with the Chief or Chiefs of the ~ncober 

State for the completion of the half-finished fort on top of the nount­

oin on the eastern bank of that river. He inforr.l you a lso that we hawe 

received informat i ons about a certain kind of red earth nixed with clay 

which \vas found in the area of Cape Three Points on a f.lOuntain situated 

about -} hour froo the sea. This oountain is said to have a circuo ferenc e 

of about t hour and stretches towards the sea. On th&t side, about 3 or 

400 steps frou the; sea, that earth is being dug by t he Iiegroes, and it 

is said to contain a reasonable quantity of gol d and silver. This 

cerits further investigation. As we have stated earlier, the llobl e 

COllp. is n01l1 able to increase its trade on the Co;:::.st, :md to that 0;1<1 

we shall seud to Y.n. as Qany goods as Y.H. Llay be able to sell, and 

lie have therefore the pleasure to ask Y.II •• [hat quunti t y and quality of 

goods Y.H. thinks pussible to sell at nIl tho Coup.'s factories on the 

Const duril1~ one entire year. lie \10nder if \'1e could senc1_ gooc1s to 0. 

value of one [Jillion guilders for sale at the various factories, if 

interloping could be liuited. Further[Joro we wou10 like to le;:::.rn fr ee 

Y.H. how nany slavcships could be provided \1i tl1 tlw rCCjllircr' nunber of 

vea in Fida and ;,ngola during one year, and alGo l'I:wthcr ".E. tIliYll:::; 

would be to the advantage of the COr.1p. to erect a lodge in 

if ao, how many servantG should be Gont there: tu do apo.rt 

slnves th.:lt in ivory, wood nnd othur products. 

wrote that it woulll be: 0. ~ood t 1.il1g if 
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one could ge~ access to the Sicke Bergh and take it i n proper possession. 

\Ie have noted t ha t -thClt Dount D, in is situClted nonr to the Engl ish fort 

at COr:Jr,lD.ny, and that thE: English could cause a lot of did?f i cul ties i n 

this catter. We therefore recoDDended Y.H . to act very caut i ousl y in 

this Datter, so tho.t i n particul ar in respect t o our des i gns on t he 

~ncober River no iopediDents Day be put in our way by oentioned Nat i on. 

Ve would be pleased to be inforoe~ by Y.H . beforehand i f there is i n­

deed any appreciabl e gold to be found in tho. t r.lOuntain, and whether it 

would really Derit to lllClke an atter.lpt... In previous letters vie recam 

oended Y.H. several tioes to proDote with force the cult ivation of 

certain crops 011 the Coast and to send us the fruits of it. Ue oake 

use of this opprtunity, although there is nothi ng sec r et about it, t~at 

we arc inforoed that the bush on the sides of the Gallows Mountai n vas 

burnt, and tho,..t during the rainy seo.son aaoa cottorl ... socds ha.a fallon 

on tha t l and which had grown i n to l~ttle cotton-traes. Ila think t h0 re­

fore that cotton could easily be cultiva ted on that hill, Clnd as it 

is covered by the guns of tho forts, o.nd the Negroes do not show much 

attaclment to tho. t land, \/8 recoElf.lend to Y.H. to plant cotton-seeds in 

a regular fashion on oentioned Dountai n, and to cont inuo its cultivat ion 

there with forco ••• 

AR~: RadoDachor Arch. No.593. Declaration by OppercoDoies H. Terwo 
and Chief Bookkeeper J. De l a Pl anque to forr;lGr D. -G. H .Butler , 

! 

on his request, conc erning the recogniti on dues pai d by Portuguese 
,in t he period 1718-1722. (dd . Eloi na, 7th April 1723): 

/ 
toba,cco gold 
{rolls) (Mk) 

1718 19:4:4 

1719 377 

1720 776 4:6:8 

1721 1070 41:6:-

1722 511 17: ,,: -

\IIC 124 ; oinutes Elr.lino. Council. 

23rd J\pril 1724. D.-G. read. out 0. request of Coooies De Swarto, afl~ "" 

ing urgently to be o.llowed to r epatrio.te. S8arte said that he is villinb 

t~ ~Q~ply with the condition that he po.y to tho D. -G . the 80 ounces of 

gold given to hiD by tho King of Fido. in the year 1722 i n ordor to be 

delivered to the .King of :.quQfJboe so that he Day help hin i:1 his war 

against neqiijn, but such not hew i ng happened nO\l being urgently re­

c1aiued by the King of Fido.. Uentioncd Svarte o.lso dec lures to be 

williub to po.y the surplus of cowries uhich 1.o.c1 been sold by COl.lDies 

BraaSSOtl for 170 Ibs per bendo., but which should have been o.ccountec1 

for ad 60 Ibs per ben'da, o.s ILH. ho.d been orc1GrGd to do by the ther .. 

i-latthys De Cro.ene, but \Ii t~lOut the kl!o\-'ledge of tbe Council. 

tho.t oentioned Swarte leave us bail to tIle D. -G., in case 

cight be found to his debit I o.n o'uligatior. of 6 ilk to 

in saoe wo.y of 12 cule D.l1d O:lC fcw:tle slaves o!" 

Bartosh, Svar •• vill be allowed to rcpatrio.tc '0 
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31st August 1725. ••• It was unaniraously resolved to reply on the 

letter received froo Ondercoocies Van Munnikhovon at Fidn, that he shoul ' 

try as ouch as possible to sell the assets of the Noble Coop. at that 

place, a. t01.1tS 'prix (sic) and then eobark with all his subj ect ,,!hi t en:Ol1 

o.nd his furniture, linen, table,mre etc. on bonrd of t he ilGroot Bent­

veltJl in order to be transported to Jaquin, nnd ship a ll the basins 

still in stock off on board of the galiot ilJuffrou Rebecca Jacoba~l, 

\-Ihich is on its way to Benyn .• • leaving SOlJe siuple furniture, boxes 

and cases o.nd SOLle other unir.1porto.nt goods up to n value of a t r.1ost :5 

or 4 narks as booty for th~ looting Negroes, thus causing less suspicir l 

o.bout their departure .,. o.nd o.lso to write t o Capt Ras , t hat as soon 

as tho provisional ond0rcor.1c ies Van Munnikhovon and a l l h i s whiteoe n 

have e[lbarked, he should attack 0.11 un-fre e Portuguese (ships) o.nd 

bring them to Eloina o.fter having captured thou and ho.ving twee n out 

of thon all the slaves and goods on bchc.lf of Van liumiikhoven and his 

Lieutenant, and then to So.il to the Uppe r Coast, cruising i n such a 

Llanner o.S is r,lOst in the inte rest of the Nobl e Coup. • . • 

12th Decouber 1725. r esolved to write to the English General 

John Tinker the following protest: • •• Seve r a l d ifficulties o.nd dis -

putes have been caused by Y.H,'s subjects against our subj e ct Negroos, 

to such an extont, thnt Y.H.'s subject Negro ,\hi nileqUD., living under 

the English fortress o.t Cor:uJany assaulted on 8 t h Deceuber tho CrOLl 

of tho Hoble Coop. 's nukelaar Abbucon in an unheo.rd ini[lical wJ.nner, 

decapi to.ting two of his o\.n Negroes and carry ing off h/o others us 

captives. This is causing great harr.1 to t ho understunding be tween 

our two Nations, o.nd after perusal of Y.H. ' s l etters, WQ find that 

we got by no Deans satisfo.ction frOD Y.H., on t he contrary, we under­

stund tha t Y.H" in stead of appeasing the quarrel between our S~bj 0 ct. 

has caused that quarrel t o explode into a n open rupture, having cuuse~ 

various Negroec of Cabo Cors to o urc h out i n f ul l urr.1S i n order to 

attack the Natives wlder this Co.stle, providing thon '<lith l ead and 

powder, \I e Dust protes t o.gainst t h i s i n the strongest terus, deuund­

ing iuwediate and proper do.tisfaction 

28th Deceobcr 1725 • ••• resolved to write anothur protect noto to 

tho ;~nglish General Tinker: ••. as a l l our propoGOol:3 for notlio.ti on 

din the issue beb-Ieen our l:lake laa r:. [. bbacan und tho Fegro .'.hi nnequu 

have been rejectod by Y.H., the friendship bot\loe:l our tuo !lutions, 

which \'1e have alwo.ys held for sacred, is b8 ing put i.ll cbnger; 

Y.n. tries in all possible LlannerS to cause us lw.ru, 1 i1(8 in t he 

trade which \'/e ho.ve in this Castle wi tll t :_e PortucneLe Uation and 

by robbing our Illllcstrious Coopany of itD proI.crt i es on thia Coast, 

of which we cay seo\! a clear proof in tlw nogotinti ons Y.H . hOod vlit;l 

Negro Jan Conny, having proposed to tho. t perc on ~ CULl of 100 :)cnQc . .c· 

Conny were pr~pared to leo.vo to Y.n . the fortrcsco~ 

~o.ckrm:ll.l., or other"rise if he were to ullo\l Y.H. to ;JuiL~ 

vater-holo at Pocquesoo, for \'ll, ic;, ncgotiatiUI!s 
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Y.H. has sont his servnnt with SODe pieces of cloth, sorJ(~ brandy nnd 

a sword, inlaid with silver. That Y.H. tries in all sorts of ways 

to do dru:mge to our trndiJ, can also be seen froD the fetc t thn t Y. If. 

goes to the extent to write to Portuguese Capta ins who CODe to this 

Castle to trade, insisting that thoy cut their ari~h6r-ropcs nnd CODG 

to do their trndc nt Cabo Cors, and even to send passpo~ts to Brn~il . 

according to which Portuguese ships would be free to CODe to t rade 

here, assuring the bearers that Y.H. will protect theD nGai nst nny 

accident in ens. our cruisers happen to encounter theD. This is 

entirely contr~ry to hrt. 8 of the Treaty of 1708, according to \Ih~-~ 

no ship of either Nat i on Day trade on the other 's ronds or under th ~ 

other's forts, that recovered goods Day be confiscat ed .e. on the 

contrary, Y.H. allows his ships to trade with the r 0bel Jnn Conny 

under our lodge at imcober, and dares to protest Hhen we happen to 

stop this kind of irregularity. FurtherDore, Y. H. continues to 

protect a [;lan who has killed in cibibd blood one of our Coup's servnnts 

••• has ordered your Cabo Cors ,Natives to attack ours, your r.Ierchant 

to let his slaves burn our Cror.1 at COl:many, and /.hin:1.equ.J. ' s people to 

fire on our canoe \.;ith 6 vJhitel:wn and burn the CrOD of nakel~ ;',bbac" 

as well as kill and pnnyar his people 

NBKG 33 ; correspondence ,\ss. of X. 

Ass. of Ten to Valckenier, 18th Septeober 1726 . e •• Concerning what 

has oc(;urred at Fida~l we are of the opin i on thnt .,e Dny leo.ve it to 

Y.H.'s judgement .,hether He shpuld establish 0. new l odge t here or not 

\Je think that the reasons which were given for abandoning the l odgo 

\'Ihich the CO[JP, had there earlier o.re sufficient. \Ie hope that tl:e 

Cor.lpo.ny oay dro.w r.lUch o.dvnntage froLl the continuing \I<.,rs or: the Cons~ 

and that the slave trade ~ay continue to flourish as Duch ns it C001E 

to do at present. He ho.ve also taken into consic1e rc..ti on Y,IL 'fJ PI' ') 

pOBal to build 0. fortress at Basso.n, but your reasons havu not yet 

convinced us. Y.H. should first of all try to [Jake the Natives ngr~~ 

on profitable conditions for the Noble Coup. e •• and if Y.H. considor 

that 0. [Jere lodge would not offer sufficient defence at Llontioned pl2' 

Y.H. uay try to build 0. little fort there .,ith the lowest pocs i ble 

expenditure, and in that case Y.H. cay use for tho eXQcution of thnt 

\lOrk Capt. ,',r[Jond Steenhard, co[,mandli:.ng the ship .IBrnl1.dc~lbu,rb;;, o.c ;1L: 

seeus to be experienced ia that kind of work and nlso liked Qnong ~h~ 

Notives of that areo ••• 

WIC 122; Contracts, Treaties o.nd ~greeQents. 

PrO'fieional '\grecIJent, for approbation, h1ade in tllJ :Cil').g:n lodgings 

by Coouies H.Hertogh on behalf of D.·~. P.Vo.lckenier \lith 

and Grnndees of Fida on 12th Hoveober 1726. 

1. to Claintain all the friendship ;:tncl privileges vlhicL .­

the "Ie King. 2. to nainto.in tile forDe~- CUS'~OL8 

,. that the King ruld his Grandees nrc to rer' 

For this the co[wUI'.rlcr 1;lill Ci v, 
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proper payment . 4 . t he Ki ng i s to puni sh al l those who may attempt to 

harm servants of the Comp •• 5. the Ki ng i s to supply a suffi cient nUi:1beJ' 

of earriers ••• 7. i f a Merchant , Commi es or Captai n of the Compo is 

to be buried at Fida, the Ki ng will re ceive the val ue of one slave. 

8. the King promi ses that the Por t uguese wi l l no l onger be allowed to 

have a fortress, and that t heir present for t ress wil l be demol i shed and 

be changed into a simpl e house or hut without any war-aramuni tion (sic ) , 

"flilst the Nobl e Compo \Ji l l have the r i ght to build a proper lodgo, \-Ji''(;1o 

fire-proof storehouses , in that area where the other Nat i ons have tho~ r 

forts. 10. the King will treat the Dutch and the Portuguese on equal 

te~ms, in such a manner, that the one whose canoe arr i ves first from 

the arriving ships wi l l be served first. 11 . the King pi~iliises to main­

tain the old custom by which he gives a t every market-day a presunt to 

tho l'Ierchant in the form of a goat, a pot of pal m-oil , sOllle pata,ttell. 

(yams?), salt and as much wood as he needs for f i re. 12. overy ship 

which comes to trade will give the King one cow for his people (or : 

the King will give to the crew of every shi p cooing to trado one cow: 

not clear) l~. the King prolilises not to make any clahl for danages in 

connection with hostilities c0r:l11i tted earlier against !3bi:ps :~from Lisbon 

by our Nationljl and also t hat his roads are from now ol1Vmrds free and 

neutral ; it ".Jill remain un-rJolested by our cruisers, but all un-free 

ships r.lay be cbased by ours, 24 hours after their departure, and, if 

captured beyond the sight of the roads, be brought to Fida. 14. if the 

l(ing gets involved in an un-hoped for heavy war, he ;:1ay send envoys to 

Elwina to be ass i sted in the manner the General [Jay deeD fit. 

sigd. the mark'J:JJ of tbe King of Fida (Houffon?) 

X Capt. Carter 
X Capt. Ago 
X Copt , Jant ie Hertogh 
X Capt. Pieter 
X Capt. Danjou 
" Capt. Pattoe A 

l'fil<G 94; Elraina Bournal. (D. -G. R- Norre) 

1st !lay 172~'i Heceived a letter from Larabert Duyf, dd Qui ta , 22nd i,pril. _ 

••• Yoaterdny 5 whitocon arrived here: ;AssistantB~nrld~2~a6iaierB, '~ilv 

\/url.l put on shore by a Portuguese \mrship, hnving sailed out on the 

III o-Gro.ve.:landtl1 ,f.lother-naked nnd badly vlOundud, th(; Fido.-negroos hnviEg 

kept thou prisoner for 6 days nnd nights, bound \lith ropes; t11"ir hnl".cls 

Qnd feut arc full of \Iounds. Please send 0. boat to fetch thoo for tre~t 

oent o.t Eloino.. They also reported th2t hhe Portugucse have.: shot n snaIl 

bont to pieces aftcr Capt. Bloo had ,et the "Ser.l Galeyil on thc bench at 

Jllquin. iul the goods seut! hO"./cver to h.:1.ve becll saved. 

8th MD.y 1727. frOLl Hertogh, Jaquin, 2 letters, del. 18th 1l0-reh and 23rc1 

on 13th Eebr:" I sent \1i th Capt. Steenhard 60 Uk gold to '.' .. :. 

that \~ar at Fida was ir.:Dinent. On 2nd i:arc:l this becQ.[lC 

FielD., and oa 9th r·ja.re 11 t:lCY 

unexpected victory co.n be seen tllC a0 c:i17i -
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of Ahou and the son of Capt. Abbrega, the first aSl3isted by the Captainl'~ 

of the Dutch lodge; and the other by Assoe, Captai n of the French lodge ) 

taking in this way revenge on the King for his unjustly keeping to hin~ 

self the inheritance of these two men. The King has fled, and iD at 

the OOl;lent on an island between Fida and Popoo. 38 v/h i tes were captured " 

robbed of their possessions and carried to Ardra ; the French and Engli8~ 

Directors, ondercoooies Vrolijck and 'sone English, French and Portugues ~ 

servants are among them. The Portuguese fort was demolished to the gTO' 

and its guns \vere carried to the i nter i or. The other forts are still 

being besieged. The French and English Directors were released in orde: 

that they may surrender t heir forts, but they seen unwilling to do so 

unless they get recof.1pensation for lost property. Of the above oentiol1( 

38 persons the Portuguese have come back to Jaquin, on the condition 

thQt they make the ships now anchored on the F ida roads COlJe here. Any" 

body \v110 had not yet paid his costUJ:l~~ shall have to do tha t froD nOii 

onvards here, and the r eoaining French and English will only be released 

once t:le French and English ships have arrive d here. Consequently trade 

vlill be dono exclusively heriFnt Jaquin ..• 0 Busines s looks so fQvournbl ,: 

thQt I would like to suggest to build Q l odge nt Eppe, nn islQnd beh/eGn 

Jaquin o.nd Appo._ This is 0. place which is well situated for tro.de, o.nd 

quite appropriate to retire to in tiDes of emergency. Trade has been 

0. bit bo.d here because of the wnr and beco.use the Bo;r:tlilgiwse ho.ve brougl-, '­

here Q lQrge quantity of English Elatthiljo~. 

(the letter of 23rd March cont~ins little of inte rest, wo.s writtcn anini; 

to congratUla te Norr~ with his o.ppointoent as D.-G.) 

21st Hay 1727 ••• 1r/rote to Hertogh : read Qbout the ioprisollocnt of 

the ~lhiter.lCn by the Dal10lJLleS, including Onderoer:mies Vrolyk. He hope 

that this change \1Iill not cause too r;JUch dm.Jage to the COlJp., o.s \ '10 D.::. 

suru thnt you did not leave nny r;}erchandise of great value 1;/i th Vroly~ 

before the devolution (sic) of FidQ. Ue also hope that the Coop's cl:,'!(" 

have coDe back. vJe take your proposal conc erning the lodge at Eppe i ~ ' 

consideration, but feQr that it will be rather costly; but o.s ve are 

surc of your vigilance, we arc willing to agree in principlc. Learnt 

fror.l Duyff that the il's-Gravelandt tl was chased onto the beach by tlle 

Portuguese; we therefore have to urge you to pay back the 1, Hk \vorth 

of cowries which \1Iere paid for the release of the Gcntleoen. 

16th June 1727. received frOl:l Van Lecu\Olen, COlih.luny I a letter dd. 15th 

June, that Intuffer has pal1yarred 19 slaves of an !.ss iantynse Caboceer, 

and that the English Nerchant CD.l:1e the day before to dCl.land tLe delivery 

of those panyarred slaves. 

From Van Bosch, ChruJa, a letter dd. 14th June ••• I have wetde un a llia.uc 

the Adoemse, all condition that they build a CrOtl on this sidc of tl:·. 

t in order to give safety to the !!!..c~~ against all ro"boers, iI~­

shall receive 2 oz of gold per oonth for tl"is •.. 

••• ••• CPS:) Ue nre inforncd th<.~t sooe \Jassase [, .d 

coraing froo :.ssiantyn. You :;,~(;a_LIJ =:.:::.::== 
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should n4t trust the N~ives too much ••• 

22nd June 1727 •• ,rote to Van LeeU\ven (Commany) ••• Don't get involved 

with the English an account of these panyarrings by Intuffer, but if 

Intuffer comes to your fort for protection, you may afford him such, 

on the condition that he gives his sister Adbadjewaa as a pawn. If it 

comes to a fight, load your guns with ball ••• 

r.eceived a letter from Commany, that the English 1'1erchant has panyarred 

8 Caboceers of Intuffer and the standard-bearer of Dodo 'li bo. Intuffer 

threatens to take up a fight with the English .•• 

24th July 1727. On 29th May we received a letter froQ Jaq~in, dd. 26th 

April (n. '0. not clear \ihy this letter was entered nearly 2 months after 
it was received: dates must be wrong) 

.•• the factory at Fida is totally ruimad~ but the exiled Eing claims 

that ~e is preparing to re-establish himself in his State, \,hich I 

doubt very much. Vrolyk, who was for 20 days pr i soner,with the others, 

of the Dahommes arrived here on 3rd May (see n. b. above) •. He \oJants to 

go to Elmina. I also got the Comp.'s Fantyn slaves r e leased from Fida. 

Here we live constantly in fear. I tried to send the gold-chest, con­

taining 55 Uk with the "' s-~ravelandtil, but it \.;as sent back to me. Now 

it contains 65 Mk~ and although I badly ,.rant to ship it off, I see no 

means to it. Capt. Blom was summoned .sever.i.l times by the King of 

Dahomme, and finally \-lent there with the Fidalgo's brother. He: \1Tas 

received politely. I sent also ondercommies Kemner there with ~ big 

prsaant, considoring it very important to stay on good terms with this 

King in these difficult times. I hope you do approciate that. 

Concerning the situation at Fida: some of the Fida Hegroos come daily 

to their country, as the Dahommos have retired from it and have 110"1 

gone to Ardora, but apparently for no other reason t :lan to attack them 

J.gain and to captura their King. Vlithout them havinG clone so, the 

\Iur will not come to an end. Here the trade is flourishing ; the paths 

all around are open ; the only thing we miss, are some Drazilians to make 

tho gold trade flourish. 

J1t)ceivod a letter from Bosch, Commany, dd. 8th July, that tho j,Gsiant ynse 

~r_c.~ Cansam (?) had come from Sacconde to spel.J.l: \Tith Intuffer, and 

that he had told him not to pass the river without D.-G.'D expressed 

coneent. He was prepared to return to Sacconde, but as t ,l is !!!.,B_rcadoor 

WaD earlier "lith the English mercadoor of Sacconde at Comraany, and all 

hie people had crossed the river by canoe, he lot the .. c;;3iantyn Caboceer 

alao pass. Ans ... rered Bosch that this is entirely contrary to my orders, 

and that such a thing should not happen again ••• 

15th December 1727. l1eceived a letter fr.om Jaquin, that Fida is still 

thQ same condition, the King still fugitive. The:ce ic little chance 

he vill settle soon again in Fida. The gold trade is very weak, 

»~omme King is very eager to acquire this metal. It is 

this vill change one of these days ..• 
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NDKG 33; correspondence Ass. of Ten 

Ass. of Ten to R.Norre, 28th October 1727. • .. Concerning the Portugue ;;p. 

Y.R. should follow the instructions issued by the CMlllber ,',ms-cerdam, an~. 

we wish to add, that since the Compo has no longer R lodge at Fida, and 

has now completely abandoned trade there and there is no longer any nee~ 

to have anything to do with the King of tha t count ry, Y.H should do eV3ry 

thing possible to attack and capture Portuguese ships on the roa ds t hero 

or at least make them stayawuy from it ••• 

f ill,'\. Rademacher Archive No. 591 ; Short Remonstrance • .• ( printe d, 1727) 

why tho Portuguese have no right to navigate to the Uppe r or LOl..,e j~ 

Coasts of Guinea ••• and that the charter issued in 1724 by the King of 

Portugal to one Jan Dansainct should not be allowed to i mpede the \EC 

1. The VIC has exclusive rights on the Coast of Guinea s ince the year )621 

2. That right has been recognised by the Portuguese in the Truce of l64~ , 

••• that the jurisdiction of the WIC does not only cover its forts, but 

also the country, peoples and nations which are subject to ~t 3. In 

mentioned trea,y the Dutch Republic demanded for its VI C freedom of trade 

in the Portuguese possessions in Afr ica , including tho Islands, pay i ng 

the same tolls and duties which are being paid thore by the Nat ives , the 

Portuguese and other free people, which freedom was recognised, bu t no 

auch freedom to trade was given to the Portuguese in Dutch Guinea • .• 

4. The Portuguese had reason enough to favour the ',/ I C i n every thing, aE' 

they were at tha t time at war with Spain, and i t was onl y through the \fIC 

that they could acquite slaves for Brazil. 5. In 1648, whilst Por t ugal 

was still at war with Spain, new negotatiations took pl ace i n order to 

x'ender tho truce permanent. The states-General t hen sustained that t ho 

Portuguese should not be allowed to navigate to any other place in 

Africu than S.Paulo Loango, and leave the navigation to the rest of 

Africa to the ilIC alone, that if the Portuguese ne ed .:;la7G8, thatchey 

could buy th~m from the VIC on the same footing as other Colonies of 

the State ••• 6. The States-General have maintained those c l aims t ill 

July 1661, when a first peace-treaty was signed by t he Portuguese and 

tho States-General. In Art. 4 of that treaty the \IIC stipul ated - and 

uchieved- free trade in the Portuguese places of ~fr i cQ, i ncl. S .T om6, 

whilst neither by that article, nor by any other , the Portuguese got 

similar freedoms in Dutch Guinea. 7. In 1669 an agreement ViaL roached 

vith the Portuguese about the satisfaction and compliance with tho 

treaty of 1661, but these matters were in no way changeJ. G. B3fore and 

after that date the \lIC has continued to act in conforuj.ty concerIling 

private trade in Guinea, and to prohibit de fac_to the 131a':0 trad.e on 

ortuguese ships. 9. The Portuguese have always subrJitted tlleu.JclVCL; to 

t l'Ule, but with the consent of the \IIC they have como to tal~e slcceL 

Guinea. 10. This acquiescence is the more remarl:c:cblo, ae tlw 

under the terms of the Greut : .. llio.n.::o not to insis t 

payment of over one million (florins) 'Torth of s"lt 

.till due to pay in accordance \-lith the 1669 



-151-

treaty, and again without making any further complaints about infringements 

of the rules in [,frica • 

••• mentioned Jan Dansainct has received from the King of ~ortugal the 

right to do private trade behleen Cabo Lopes Gonsalves and Rio Cameron, 

including the Corisco Islands, which is quite contrary to the letter of 

Art'i.. 41 of the 1641 trea'o/ and I,rt. 4 of the 1661 treaty. Equally contrary 

to those artt. is the extension of his so-called charter to various places 

North of the Equator. Goods sent to the so-called :l new establishmentn on 

the Upper Coast, \"here the \HC has the habit to sell its own goods, will 

be treated as contraband. The building of forts in areas \vhere the UIC 

normally navigates is quite contrary to earlier agreements and a tota l 

novelty, which is the more unreasonable as it would destroy the limits 

which have so far existed between VIC and Portuguese (zones of influence) 

That free navigation is permitte d to the English and French along the 

Upper Coast, and not to the Portuguese, is because there are with the 

former no treaties like the aforesaid, and therefore nobody should be 

surprised that the English and French are treated by the \lIC in a manner 

diffe rent from that of the Portuguese 

(enclosure): Extract of the contract issued by the King of Portugal to 

Jean Desainct ••• for the conservation of my Empires and Conquests .•• 

a great number of slaves need to be import e d for the cultiva tion of 

Dugar und tobacco and the work in my goldmines. For this J.Desainct 

is presently offering his services together with his companions, in­

habitants of this City of Lisbon, declaring that they are prepared to 

erect a fortress •.• on the Island of Cor~sco i n the mouth of the River 

J.ngrGs ••• (1972 in Eq. Guinea) 

mc 124; 9th February 1728. D.-G. demonstnated that although we have 

not given the least provocation, the English continue to endanger the 

pc ce and friendship between our Nations with their villainies .. • 

bribing ou~ subject Natives, as we are being informed by those of 

1 an Lyn and Foutou, and by taking a\1ay the Comp.' s canoes and their 

cargooo, its gold, merchandise and servants, ke eping the latter in prison. 

Cn the 7th of this month they attacked in a very i nimicD.l manner the Hoble 

COCll"'O ~dsb_~ (supply-boat?) sail~ng to CrGvecoeur \dth mon , victuals, 

'Ou11ding-matoriuls and .lar-amr,lUni tion, killing sorno of tho servi~nts on 

uourd and ohuckling othorG, uithout making any diatinction botvleen blacl~ 

'Uld white ••. so far we have not yet had any opportunity to take ·our 

revenge, as there are no ships of their Company on the Coast. But since 

1t is learnt thnt their one ship ilClarendon" is at the moment at ;,ccra, 

oady to repatriate, it wns resolved to order the Capt. of the. nevrly 

arrived Camp. ship "Phoenix" to chase a.foresaid ship .•. in ordcr to get 

ur justified and legal revenge ••• (follows: "protest to P.Francklin, 

J.aeecl and .. gents of the R/.C") ... our land~boo..!:. with mel:, vict-

aIIIDluni tiona which your people a t ~D.cl~')d \Tas de r. tined 

clefence qa1Dst the; quamboe invasion \ihich io presently 

arbltr8r7 action .81 well lo~d to th~ 10s6 of 
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(\lIC 124 COil t. ) 

6th Narch 1728. D.-G. reported that the ;;Phoenix!1 had failed to inter­

cept the ;;Clarendon!l. It was therefore agreed to order the Captain of 

the ';Phoenix ll to continue to cruise along the Upper Coast and see that 

he intercept another RAC ship. D.-G. stressed the importance of r.ansom~ 

ing such a ship, which would be the only means of forcing the English 

to give up the Noble Compo ' s vessels, men a.11d effects ••• 

21st April 1728 resolved to send the "Groot Bentveltll .•• to int er--

cept a ship of the R:.C expected to sail from Cabo Cors to the LOVIer 

Coast to supply some forts there 

29th April 1728 ••• r esolved to attempt to intercept more Portuguese 

ships. either \Vi th the llGroot Bentvel til or the IIPhoenix ll , conside red 

that Portuguese ships form a legal prey 

2nd June 1728 ••• Having waited in vain for satisfaction from the .'\.gents 

of the PJ.C for the damages and affront er ie s we have suffered from them 

und in vie\'! oil! the fact that a +onger stay of the ship "Done tta;; Vlould 

cauce considerable damage to its masters, it was proposed for deliberation 

if it \·rould be advisable to take from the ;'Bonetta;' as many goods as 

lIould equal our pretences a.11d l egal claims on the n:.c . . . i t was decided 

to appoint 2 comraissioners to t hat effec t to make such estimo.tes in the 

presence of all officers of aforesaid ship •.• 

11th August 1728. ~s a result of the continuing troubles on this Coast, 

mainly caUBcd by the tumultuous Fantynse, trade remains poor, which has 

prevented us so far to suppl y the ship lISteenhuysen" 1;li th i ts armasoen. 

:.8 even its predecessor, the "Phoenix;! has not yet acquired its required 

nwnber, it \ .. as resolved to send the ;'Steenhuysen" to the Upper Coa st c nd 

th0.n to the Bight in order to buy as many slaves an as much ivory as po s ' 

iblc for the "Phoeniy:1l 

4th October 1728. Trade continues to be poor: four ships a~e now try i ng 

to acquire the urmasoen of only two ships. On propoDal of the D.-G. it 

waG recolved to send the :' Beekenstein" to Jaquin to buy slaves, • . . Commiec 

IlcrLogll havltnc; written that he thinks that he may supply it quickly ,·,itl, 

its required number of slaves ••• 

3rd ,Ta.11uary 1729. D.-G. reported that Y •• having been compelled to send 

thQ "Deekenotein:; to Jaquin in order to see if ships could be diDpatche _ 

~orc quickly from there \dth their ~~_B2_~' tha t ship had taken in ("ith 

God's bleesing) 507 slaves \Vithin 7 weeks, and that the rema ining slaven 

were oxpected to be acquired very soon, whilnt, on the other hand, the 

"Stoolltuyscn/, wbich haD been here for over hlO months has not acquired 

more thnn 103 heads 

NBltG 94; Elmina Journal. 

January 1728. TIeceived a letter from Dc la Planque, dd. I,ccra, 9th 

find enclosod an attestation about a slave .rho -I dor.' t 

lI&D&8ed to set a knife whilst in prison, vii th \/hich he i'us 

last Dlpt after having mortally wounuecl a Hegro W:1O 
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is being kept in prison here. 'fhis has really not happened as a result 

of any inattention of mine 

20th January 1728 ••• from De 1a P1anque, dd. ~ccra, 16th January, with 

further information about the above .to the Negro who was mortally wound­

ed by the previously mentioned slave has indeed died. He was a cousin 

of tlle King of ~quamboe. He had been locked up in this fortress on the 

request of that King, because of his wantonness. 

5th February 1728 ••• from Accra, dd. 2nd February. Five days ago the 

King of Aquamboe sent one of his servants to me to tell me (sic) about 

the death of his cousin, I sent him back with a sme.ll present of brandy, 

thinking to have settled the matter with him. But quite contrary to my 

expectations, the present was brought back, yes t erday evening, with the 

message that they would not at all accept any of my presents, and that 

they would come down here to de~and satisfaction for the death of the 

l<ing' s cousin, and that if they did not get such, that they ",auld come 

down to sack the fortress and to kill all the whitemen as soon as they 

,lOuld have finished \·/i th the usual funeral customs. I think I have to 

tal~e this as a formal declaration of war. I decided to inform the King 

of ~quamboe that none of the Comp.'s servants, nor of the subject Natives 

had given occasion to the murder, but that we are ready to withstand his 

attack. I think hOvlever that I should inform you, that we are not all 

iBuLt vlell prepared for such an attack •• . 

9th February 1728 •.• iiformed De lao Planque tha t the boat with victuals 

and military stores destined to f';.ccra \;'as attacked by C?lbo Corsers ••• 

17th February 1728 ••• from De la Planque, Ac cra , 12th February: I 

Beo thnt the Bnglish are playing their old tricks again. I must [Jay that 

thoy arc behaving carefully here with regards to the rang of t.quamboe •• . 

Ilthough I can't tell you a thing for sure, I don't think they are really 

preparing for vHl.r. I understand that in reality he is afraid that \ve 

will ruther make \1/ar on him, and send Fantynse or others on his back. I 

believe this, because on.~IYlet it be said to him, that before he under­

tnkeG unything, he should keep in mind what happened to the King of Fidn, 

Who, after the Dutch had . moved out from his state, had been so miserably 

chul:lod out of his o\m Kingdom. Concerning the mMelaer j,moe: in case of 

rupture with the :.quDJllboese, I shall be as prudent as possible "ith him 

and prevent him from doing any harm to our fortrc .... s or our subject l!at ivec. 

19th Ifobruary •. Letter from Hertogll, dd. Jaqu~n 9th January 1728 •.. thclt 

trade io Innguishing. 'l'her0 is little supply of gold-sl.:.t-"ec, but the 

C4)UDtry is full of common and beard slaves (sic, =1) \lho could serve us 

and the :r'rcnch. ~iith this letter go the lIk 32:1:11 acC].uired over the 

July to 31st December of last year. There is a ctrong rumour 

are ready for war on the DahommesE1, and tllLt the ;{ing of 

still in Popo, will soon return to his country; but thcr0 

l'idaa8 themselves. Hr. Frans Boij, the Diilli:';:l 
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Governor who had come to Fida with his stepson to trade, has died. 

23rd March 1728. from Hertogh, dd. Jaquin, 16th February. Theru is nothing 

but wars of ono King againstthv other in this country. The King of Ujo 

-a people which always fights on horso-back- is reported to be marching 

do'tlD to fight tho King of Dahomme, who, having fought the King of Fido., 

has made doup di tchos around his entire country, as .,ell as ~lal1s and 

batteries, mounted ,vi th cannons which he hat captured at Fida. All this 

in order to defund it against his enemies, of whomthero arc many, as he 

is ahrays making vlars \-,i th his ruses, never l eaving anybody alone, [lnd 

treating the peoples he has conquerod with great barbarity. The King of 

Fida can't move yet, because some of his own Caboceers oppose him as a 

Nsult of his previous bad government. All the other Fida Negroes live 

now on the beach, ncar the forts of the (European) Nations. On 29th 

January a new Franch Governor arrived at Fida, but .rhilst ho \vas celebrat­

ing his birthday on 2nd February, the whole French fort burnt to ashes. 

1M TIademacher Arch. No. 574; 

ShiES for Slave Trade: 

i1Distribution of tho various journeys made 
by VIC ships; memoir mado for tho llon. Dir­
ector Daniol Rademacher;) (l1iddclburg, 1729) 

Chamber destination ship value C 2c 9-e~¥rt.~_ ,roturIl:. 
cargo 

J\.mstcrdam 
Zeeland 
Amsterdam 
lla.azo 
Horth.Q. 
Groningen 
,.mGterdam 
Zeeland 
i,mstcrdum 
ilmstcrdam 
Zealand 

Ardro./St .Eustatius· 'Leusden 30 Mk 
!.ngola/ II Duynbeek 

!1 / Il Bekestein 

.. mstardam 

II / !1 

ilrdra/Surinam 
n / !t 

J\.ngola/St. Eust. 
11 II 

Ardra/Bcrbices 
ll.ngola/St.Eust. 

;; / 
I\.rdra/ !1 

II / Surinam 
.. mstardam .\ngola/ St. :Gust. 
dorth.Q. iI / Surinam 
Zeol£1lld II / St .Eust. 
GroninGon E1mina/ Surinam 
I,matcrdam l.ngola/ St. J!:ust. 
Amstordam Ardra/ n 
Zeeland lingola / !1 

J.mstorda.m Ii / 11 

Ilau"e I,rdra/Surinam 
IJIIstardam Lngola / St. Eust. 
North. ~. ,'..rdra/ Surinam 
Zeeland G.Coast-Angola/ 

St.Eust.-Surinam 
Groningon Elmina/Surinum 
. ..msterdam " / .I 

11 /St. !.i:ust. 
/ 

Guntersteyn 
Akerdarn 

Eemenes 
Vryhcyd 

Phoenix 
Leusden 
Steenhuys 
Rusthoff 

Sonnesteyn 

97 Hk 
73 ftlk 

32 Hk 

(looted by 
Akerdam 

's-Gravelandt 
Bekesteyn 
Goude Put 
Eemenes 
PhOenix 
Bentve1t 
Rusthoff 

Leusden 
Steenhuys 
Sonnesteyn 
Vryheyd 

Goude Put 

33 Hk 
66. Hk 

76 Nk 

Stadt & Lande 43 iik 
's-Gravclandt 

Leuscen 
Phoenix 

limaterdam 
Zeeland 
Aaaterdam II /Cura~ao Groot Bentvclt 

Rio Congo or ;\ngola/ Steenhuys. 
St. Eustatius 

Elmina/Surinam 

to 

J\.krcdam 

20/12/1721 
3/3/1'/21 
8/1/1'723 
3/6/1722 
8/1/1723 
8/1/1723 

13/5/1723 
22/10/'22 
20/8/1723 
20/8/1723 
10/3/1724 
10/2/1724 
poihig\lODe 
14/8/1~24 
31/10/1724 
17/3 /1725 
3/11.Y172~ 

19/ 1/1725 
19/ 1/1725 
1'7/ 5/1725 
20/ 4/1726 
5/ 8/1725 

25/11/1725 
23/11/1725 
101 6/1726 
13/ 8/1726 

2/ 9/1726 
30/1/1727 

uguese 
30/1/172'7 
18/11/1727 
22/ 1/1728 
13/ 1/1726 

10/12/1727 

Vlissingen 13 Ilk 1/5/1723 
Geertruy Galley 21 i-ik 8/7/1723 

Duynvliet 26/8/172.: 

6/3/' 23 
wrecked 
26/5/'24 
24/9j:~'E.3 
2/3/' 24 
6/6/'24 

, 2778/' 25 
.20/8/'24 

2/10/'24 
11/5/'25 
8/11/'25 
29/41~25 

of Corisco) 
18/11/'25 
7/6/'26 
7/ 4/'27 
22/2/' 26 
13/5/'26 
24/9/' 26 
11/7/'27 

? 
7/6/'26 
2/6/'27 

17/5/'27 
17/1/'28 
5/9/'27 

1/10/'27 
capt. by Port·· 

on Coast Jf G· 
22/5/'28 

26/3/'27 

5/6/' 2l~ 
5/6/'24 

2019/'23 



Chambe!, 

Junstcrdam 
Haaze 
illllsterdam 
North. Q. 
Zeeland 
Groningen 
funsterdam 
,LlI1sterdam 
Zeeland 

:,ffisterdam 
llaai',e 
"msterdam 
Horth. Q. 
Zeeland 

destination 

Africa 
E1mina 

E1mina/Curaqao 
E1mina 

Guinea/St .Eust. 
Elmina 

\1 

\1 

Elm1na/Iaequeoo Be 
St.Eustatius 
Elmina 

11 

E1mina/Isequebo & 
St.Eustatius 
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ohiE. value 
cargo 

Waart1tlyck 
Delft 45 r1k 

Amsterdam 16 Hk 
Geertruy Galey 

Nieuwenhove 
Sem Galey 
Vlissinge 
Amsterdam 
Duynvliet 

Guinee Galey 
PiershE 
Amsterdam 
Uaartwyck 
Duynvliet 

30 11k 
63 Mk 
29 Nk 

departure return 

28/ 3/'23 24/ 7/'25 
29/ 4/'23 28/ 7/'24 
2/l1/'23 25/ 5/'25 

18/10/'24 ? 
27/ 9/'23 10/12/'25 
19/ 1/'25 1/ 7/'26 
l1/ 9/'24 ? 
14/ 1/'26 19/12/ 1 26 
10/ 3/'24 6/ 5/'26 

20/ 6/'26 11/ 7/'27 
30/ 8/' 26 ? 
27/ 8/'27 ? 
13/ 1/'26 11/ 7/ 1 27 
2/11/ 1 25 5/ 7/'27 

Groningen E1mina Scm Galey run aground by the Port, 

Cruisin,K. duties: 

,\msterdam Africa Jacoba Galey 
Zeeland (exchanged with Ch. De Faam 

;ID13terdam for ilAdri­
chemn) 

,\msterdam ;,frica Jacoba Galey 
lIaaze (exch. w. Ch. Arnst. De Faam (later ex-

for Guntersteyn) ploded in ;,ngola) 
i..msterdam Afr ica De Nieu\>,e Faam 
North. Q. (cxch. w. Ch. Amst. ·; 17 11 

for Vryheyd) 

18/ 1/'1/+ 17/ 7/'15 
10/ 1/'!li5 16/ 9/'1Ii6 

14/ 5/'16 28/11/'17 
14/ 1/'18 27/12/'18 

25/ 9/'20 2/ 3/'22 
23/ 7/'22 6/10/' 23 

Zeeland (exch. w. Ch. ;UlJst. II II 10/ 2/'24 apparently 
for its slaving duty) 

Groningen (exch. \.,rith Ch. Amst. 
wrecked on Guinea Coast 

for its slaving duty) Beochutter 14/ 6/ '27 

~~ll shi~n irregular duty: 

Zeeland 
Zoeland 
hmsterdam 
"msterdam 
.. msterdam 
r~msterdam 
Zeeland 
"',ee1and 
Maazo 
11A.D.2',e 

Horth. Q. 
,) 

Groningen 
Haaze 

eoland 
Zeeland 
Haaze 
... tordam 

Hajomba in 
Elmina 

Angola hoeker17 Poelwyck 5 Nk 22/10/ '22 

Arguim 

Elmina 

l1ajombu 
Iaequebo 
Elminu 

ii 

II 

Isequebo 

Elminu 
Elmina & 

whaJ.ing 
Elmina 

Iscquebo 
Elmina 

II 

for 

galiot ;lJuffr.Harial1 3/ 3/'22 
;1 St • Laurens 8/ 7/' 23 
fI It Fortuyn 6/ 5/'23 

Guinese Galey 11 Hk 8/ 1/'23 
" " 10/ 9/'24 

Poe1wyck 20/11/'23 
galiot den Jongen Dani~l 10/2/'24 

galiot Piershi1 20/ 8/'23 
.. ;Iden Jongen J,lex- 3/ 4/'23 

ander ;; 
yacht ;;Jan j,ndries;1 

"1I.frica" 
Scm Galey 

De Jonge Adrianus 
De J onge DnnHH 

' . :, t1 

Den Jongen i'..lexander 
l\kerdam 

Piershi1 
De Jonge Dani!:!l 

Den Jongen Alexander 
St.Laurens 

------------------

20/ 8/'21 
20/ 8/'21 
25/ 8/;22 
29/11/'23 
17/ 3/'25 
5 / 1/'26 
22/ 9/'25 
23/ 4/'26 

30/ 8/'26 
4/ 4/'27 

22/ 3/'27 
10/12/'27 

30/ 8/' 23 
sold at Elmina 

? 
29/ 9/'23 
4/ 9/'23 
31/10/'25 
26/ 9/'24 
2/10/'21, 

25/ 7/'25 
27/ 6/'211-

29/ 7/'24 
? 

3/ 7/'24 
? 

21/11/'25 
14/10/'26 
25/ 5/'27 
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ARA Rademacher Arch. No.596. 

Extnact from the Ninutes of the meeting of the Directors of the Chamber 
Zeeland, held 7th February 1730. 

Director Rademacher: From the profit on trade not a penny has been returned 

of the more than 70 ~ (i.e. 70 X 100,000 florins) of gold which was lost 

over the last 53 years, an amount we may well despair of ever recovering. 

That the English and French have increased their trade so much over the 

past 25 years, and are still increasing, to the growing disadvantage of 

the Company, is because the Compo was not able to withstand their private 

traders, and the best answer to this is , to employ private Dutchmen -who 

have many natural advantages- who should pay recognition to the Compo 

President Van Perel: In the first plaaeI must stress that as advisor 

I do not foster the Amsterdam thoughts, yet I must add that free navig­

ation would be ruinouB for the Compo if the following three matters dDe 

not kept in mind: 1: that rigid penalties must be applied against those 

who navigate without the Comp.'s permission, as is done in the East (Indian 

Comp.), 2: that tho exception made for the Graincoast is annulled, 3: that 

only the Compo would have the right to bring slaves to Surinam, about 

2,000 p.a. 

Director Piela: The Gentlemen should not forget, that although the Compo 

haG suffered many losses, on several slaving journeys to Surinam profits 

of 80,000 to 90,000 florins had been made, and that if one could count 

on a regular profit of 300,000 florins, the matter would become quite 

different ••• ( . . 6 ) 
.. --------------- Encl. 1n same f11e No.59 : 
1:1,rkt,ument _of the \J. I.C. why no Hecognition Trade should be allowed on the 

CO£lst of Iifrica, and Refutation of the conditions which the PDovincial 

Estates of Zeeland have resolved to put forward before consenting to 

the prolongation of the Company's Charterl1 (printed, 1730, vlith hand­
written notes by Rademacher in margin) 

The Province of Zeeland has always insisted that the navigation to the 

Coast of [.frica should be opened up, but in 1710 the Chambers resolve d 

unnliimously to rejcct all projects of such nature. If "/e are now con­

si~cring whether the Coast of ~frica should be visited by the Company 

o.lone+ (note H. in margin: l1 a l ono l1 1 nowadays at least 200 English and 

:00 French ships navigate every year on that Coast, nnd not more than 

about 5 or 6 ships of the Comp.l) or by private traders paying recognition 

duos, it should be rehle\e~ed that our aim is to pay higher dividends+ (note 

by .n. in margin: The Compo hasn't paid any dividend from profits in 55 

yeo.rsl)'rhe cost of mcilltenanc(: of the Ceast of Guinea amounts to 150,000 

110rins, and if the Company were to order t\lO more cruisers, \lhich \/Ould 

bo needed if free lrude were to be introduced, it ~ould need another 

00,000 florins. The COI:1pany lIould have to leQve most of its trade to 

whilst it is well known that very little or no trucL at all "/oula. 

at its forts and lodges; the Natives uill come to the 'oe.::Lch to 

trade with these private merchants, who Crul sell at lower pricee 

and tho merchandise will become unsaloablc* (note 

ljJlI~.""~II~Q" FreDch IlJld so-called Danes eCluip their 

oaraoes iD Holland.) If the Comp., (ae 
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Zeeland proposes) is to receive 1,500 florins per ship, 50 ships would 

provide us with a revenue of only fl. 75,000, which is far less than we 

need. The trade on the islands of CuraGao and St.Eustatius is languishing, 

in particular since the King of France has issued strict orders in 1727 

forbidding French purchases of slaves on CuraGao; (note n.: yet, the Span­

ish and others are buying enough slaves there) 

The English and the French have the advantage that they can put cargoes 

consisting of products from their own countries on board of their ships, 

and that their markets for slaves are easier, because of tho great size 

of their colonies; moreover, the French have the considerable advantage 

of the Asiento Contract'" (note n.: ships can be equipped as economically 

by private traders in Holland as by those in England and France; arms and 

amhluni tions, powder, cowries, Guinea bedsheets, Li~ge flint.looks, basins 

etc., German brass and iron ware, are they cheaper or better in England 

or France ? \Jhy then would those Nations come here to buy them in order 

to sell them :i..n Africa ?) • . •• 

(encL)IIHatters to be taken into consideration for the Hell-being of the 
Noble Comp.;) ••• 

. • Private traders could supply the HIC. with slaves for the following 

prices: a good male slave from the Gold Coast fl. 70.-
!1 II female 11 11 11 If 11 Ii 56.-
II n male 1/ 11 Fida or Jaquyn 11 80.-
11 11 female II I I il 11 11 II 60.-
, . \: male II 11 Angola II 60.-
11 II female 11 " 11 11 55·- (sic) 

(encl.) Short jvjemoir to demonstrate that the slave trade is inseparable 
of the free trade under payment of Recognition (n.d ., 1729or 1 30) 

.• • In the first place it should be observed tha t that part of Africa 

which aD o;f old is known as the llGold Coast n because of the great quantity 

of gold which was at one time purchased there by the Compo as vlell as by 

Dutch privnte ships, has now virtually changed into a pure Slave Coast; 

the great quantity of guns and powder which the Europeans have brought 

t here froD ti~e_to time, has given cause to terrible wars ruaong the Kings, 

Princes and Caboceers of those lands, who made their prisoners of war 

elaves; these slaves were immedia tely bought up by the Europeans at steadily 

; ~ crcsing prices, which in its turn animated again and again those people 

to renew their hostilities, and their hope for big and easy profits made 

thorn forget all labour, using all sorts of pretexts to attack each other, 

or reviving old disputes. Consequently there is now very little trade 

among the coast Negroes, except in slaves, and those coast Negroes constant­

ly keep tho passages closed, preventing Nations situated mor e in the int­

In'ior from bringing thoir gold, ivory &c. to thv Coast, thus also making even 

greater profits when they sell European goods to those of t he interior. 

__ English send every year hundreds of ships, and the French, Danes and 

ortuguese sond many too. Through the :.ssiento the English can sell the ir 

asain for a very good price, and therefore paJ' fairly high prices 

it should be added that the English have the considerable 

colonie. in the \/est Indies. The English pay 

rado, the Feench pay very little for it to 
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their compa ny, and the Portuguese pay lCPfo to thc Dutch HIC at the forts , 

but nothing at Fida and other places. It would be very misle~ding to 

imagine tha t the Dutch WIe were as r.1uch ~astcr of Africa as the East 

Indian Company is of the Noluccas-; the E.nglish have Qpart from the ir 

trading places already ten forts and castles, the Danes too have import ­

ant tradeposts, but in reality the Portuguese have more power in 

~frica than all the other European Nati ons put together, because through 

their missionaries they have brought the Nati~es to greater subordination , 

and therefore they are in a be tter pos ition to supply the ir colonies with 

slClvcs ••• If \Ie had not natural privllges over and ab ove the English, it 

\1ould not be possible to PQy such l a r ge sums of recognition to the Compo 

clnd yet muke profi t. But our gunpowder is consicerably che~per, as l·rell 

as the copper bas ins, in spite of the i r being sold \-/i th 2 stuy~ import ­

duty per pound. Fire-arms and East I ndi an goo ds are in large supply and 

sold as cheap as elsc\ofherc. Hore over, the Nat ives clearly pro f e r Dutch 

goods to those of other Nat i ons. Of the 7,000 iIarks or 3,500 lbs of gold 

which are annually be ing bought here i n peac e-time, as hQS been ca l cul Qted 

by very experienced officers and merchants there, the VIC buys 1,500 Nk, 

the nte 1,200, Dutch interlopers 1,500, Engl i sh intcrlopers 1,000 and 

the Portuguese and French together 800. It i s we l l known that since 

about 1719 hardl y any gold hQS been brought here from ~frica by private 

Dutchmen. If it could be said vlith certaintj: that the I"lIC had since 

that tiliw brought 3,000 Hk to the Netherlands every year, we \"/ould indeed 

support the counter-arguments. 

Some remarks on the lll'lemoir!J: .•• Gold-purchases have been very irregulQr : 

if tho indigenous people are at peace wi th ono nnother, the SUpply of gold 

increases, but war impedes tho trade. For many years the Brandenburgers 

did not bu}r any gold . The Portuguose bring more gold to the Coast than 

thnt they buy thero, and scem to be only interested in slaves •..• I f 

~~oro were another 1,000 whites in Surinam, 10,000 slave s could be sold 

there. 'rhe idea that Surinam would not have progressed in tho last 70 

or 80 years ic cntirely wrong : about 50 yonrs ago there were not more 

th::m 20 or 30 plwntntions, and hardly 1.1Ore than 6 ships \/ould sail from 

that colony in a ye:l.r'l no\, there: are at loast 200 planto.tions, without 

Ovon counting thu coast-plwntations, nnd every y~ar at least 25 to 28 

a,lir'£; arrive frol.l there. \lhen that colony Ovlcd the \lIC 1 million florins, 

its d~bt hus beon badly paid, and the Compo hus lost at least 4 to 500,000 

on it. 

List of ships fror.1 ZcCt10nd li.n'bellcopted by those of the UIe and 

it ainco 1714: (up.tQ 17181) 

13 ships (11 of thcr.1 bctwe~n 1714 and '16: f1 136,138 
109,066 

15,933 
22.267 

7 II (between 1714 and '18 ,\lorth 
(1714) .1 

(between 1715 and '18) d 

fl 293,454 
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AR;~ Rademacher i, r ch. No . 685 : II Poor d i vidends as a result of Losse l3 !1 

From 1675 to 1719 59 ships were l ost , frOD 1720 to 173 0: 13 . These 

ships cost on the average fl 5,000: 72 shi ps c an be count e d as \'ior t h 
3,600,000 flor i ns. Add : 

600,000 l osses on ~siento 
8Qo~oOO 91 i n Sur i nam 
200,000;1 11 St.Eustat i us 
400,000 II attacks on Surinam 
300,000 Il Il 11 Cur a« ao 

50,000 71 II 11 I sequebo 
200,000 for maki ng 5 pl antations 

1,000,000 cost of buildi ng 20 ships 
200,000 paid for Fort Fredericksburg 
50,000 l ost in the war with Jan Conny 

300,000 li on l oans 
8,250,000 55 years of maintenance of possessions i n Guinea a d 150 , 000 p.o.. 
5,500,000 11 ;; i; " d 11 " l sequebo 8( St.Eustat iuc 
1,175,000 mai ntenance of Surinam from 1 683 to 1730 
~~lZ~~.~~~~ dividends: once of 2%, 3 times of 3%, 11 times of 4%, 8 tililCS 

of 5%, 2 tiliJes of 6% and once of l ()o~ 
34,325,000 florins total . 

I/IC 126 ; ihnutes of El mina Council. 

4th Lpri l 1730. D.-G. J.Pranger demonstrated that on 15th January 1730 

Capt. C.Bolder had found on boa:t:d of a Portuguese snOH arriving from 

Bra6il on the roads of fort Hollandia s everal slaves who had been bought 

on the Up~)er Coast. But \,hilst our people were already on board of that 

snoH, the English Capt. Wm . Snelgrave, who happened a l so to be on those 

roads, sent a sloop with men to the Portuguese, and the chief mate of 

that Captai n instigated the Portuguese not to anchor, warning them that 

oth~rHise their ship would be confiscated ; and although the Portuguese, 

after Capt. Dolder~s second warning-shot had already let go amain, they 

decided, as a result of tho incitements of the said mate, to chase fro m 

their board with muskets and swords our men, which Capt. Bolder could 

not prevent, as the wind ha d driven them beyond the reach of his guns. 

ilontioned snow t hen sailed under an English f l ag, and Hith English ser­

vants on board to Cabo Cors, where it stayed up to the 2nd of this month, 

without tho former D.-G. R.Norr6 ever having protested about this to tho 

~nglish. D.-G. gave into deliberation whether this or such-like shi p 

could not be confiscated if a captain of a Company ship met it on th0 

hiC;!1 seCts or at Ilhio de S. Tome or Principe. even if there are English 

servants on its board or if it is provided with a passport issued by the 

~nglish ~gents, or even if the slaves being transport e d in it actually 

belong to the n:.c, but arc only carried on board of 0. Portuguese ship as 

a rClJult of un ec.rlier [lad" contra;t. Considered< thD.t the English have 

no rig~t tp offer protection to a Portuguose ship on the roads of a Dutch 

posscosion or to send their serv.'.n ts up and down bct\/ccn here and Brazil 

bonrd of Portuguese ships just to protect thc~, it should be remarked 

Noblo Compo would entirely lose the advabtages which it has in 

duties of l~. Considered also that according to th; 

Thomas U .. rt.?) the ;';nglish have agreed not to isc:uc 

that the English can't ShOH 

made with the Brazilians for 
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the supply of slaves, and even supposed tha t they had made such a contract, 

we would still bo at liberty to s e~rch them, once they arrive on this Coast. 

It was therefore resolved indeed to continue to arrost BuchTPottuguese 

s~ips a nd to bring them down to El mina 

29th April 1730. Points and considerat ions concerning the govornment of 

t~ . n. Norr' • • . In stead of living in good r e l a tions with the Natives, 

he has done every thing he could to make the Negroos depa rt from undor 

this Castle . Things went even so f ar, t hat most of tho young mon have 

1e1 the E1mina crom and taken thoir r e fugo to Cab o Corso Tho main cause 

of thi s '<!as h is s onding away to tho \Jo st Indies a free young Ne gro on 

;) oard of th0 "StoenllUyscn", ddllCtnding on top of that 50 bondas o f gol d 

from tho Zlminase. Uithout any doubt iir. Norre vJill s ay that he \"as 

obliged to send tho.t Nogro away as he had warned the Negroes that if any 

of th0m 1rlOru caught i n the a ct of private trade, that ho would be sold 

as a slave. :Jut this boy was not tho onl y one \iho was co.ught: s omobody 

else \'Ias caught in tho same manner, so ,,[hy not send thn-c one m'I2.Y too? 

It is c10ar tho.t H.ll. had a strong disliku (fo~wh~t r oas9n we .do .not know) 

of thu Negro who WilS sent '. o!xJo.Y" • The one vlho \vas a llovlCc1 to stay pai d 

a fino of ono slave and 27 Angels of gold, whilst tho one who was shippe d 

off to the West Indi es had offered him not less tha n 4 slaves. The Nogroeu 

riGhtly rioted about th i s, and for that r eason he f i nod them 50 bendas .. 

(Pro.nger furthor accused N. of havi ng kept in chains a trader from AbreQu 
\JUO oHed him u' cortain sum, although he had no right to proce ed aga i nst 
"n foreign Negro '! in such a manner, and \·,hen on h i o threat to send hi n] too 
as D. sl~ve to the V.I. the pe ople of ~bremu had threatened with an invasion, 
he h~d blackmail ed h i m to pay a fine of 4 slaves and 2 cows, wo r th 4 o ~ . of 
Gold, "md of a numbur of other extortions. He also accused hill] of causi nG 
seriJus losses by not lis tening to tho advice of the Counc il . e.g. i n the 
~ppointuQnt of cert~in commanders, like that of h.U.Vrolyk, a drunkard 
~'ho ITIo.do tho Cor.Jp. l oso r.1Ore than 11 Ilk of gold at Komendn and on '-'lIOLl 
Goverc11 nogotive ruports existed a l ready on his conduct at \lhydLlh ::md 
Tnquin. ) 

) ith '.lJri l 1730. D. -G. r eud out a letter froi;i ondercoLli;] i es GD.iirOn, te[]p­

oT.trily cho.rgcd wi til the coruma nd at ,'lccra in the nbsence of Chief Nercbnnt 

J.De 1:.1 Plnnque, concernl.ng, among other things, . Aquamboe Lw.tters: 

'l'u-dny the Eing of .,(.uamboe sunl we: a boy with sOr:Je yru.1S and two o.nkers 

of ,aln-wine, one for me and one for Eykoma. il i s Majesty requests me 

to foreot the old palavet, nnd to r estore the old rriendbh~p, begging me, 

ac \/(.:11 as Eyk0[;lU, to Gend a boy to Aquamboe to finich the palaver, he 

Dl~o claims th~t he has no wish to be our enemy or to nake war on UB, 

ut that he had been incited by othors \-Iho hnd "tur!1ed his co.bes to it ' • 

. • I. gave into conaiduration if it would indee d not ~e bet~(;r to sottle 

thQ diffor.:md:.. wi til that Nation (although the King of "quCll~boe is in the 

wrong), in particul<:r a;.:; he had shown himself so su~r.J13sl.vo, ~.nd "'L1G tIL 

irat to bcS for peace. It \IL\S r0s01 vc'c1 to cor.:1.lis.::;i n tll(- Mambers of the 

cil. lIesore Do Iv. l'lv.nquc a.nd Blit tersdorp, <J.uthorioing thcLI to 

such und0r restriction tha.t no expenses \1;12..tsoevcr 

to bo r.l~de on tlontiunc:d Nv.tion to tho coat';of the 
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(\lIC 126 cont.) 

12th i,jay 1730. D. - G. announce:d t hat he hC\d r 0c e i vc;d fro r;l commies }Iertogh 

at Jaquin a r 0que s t to be: provide:d with all tho sorvotten, gruotjes und 

anffaes (linen and woollen cloths) brought froD Holland by th0 ship 

Waartwyk ••• and as it appears fro D tho monthly accounts which he sent 

that wo r.lD.y expect 41 Hk o f gold as a r e s ult of his dispat ch of th0 ship 

lIDrandenburg ll a nd his sales to the Portuguese Capt. Joh. Pasqua l de SOyS0? 

H.E. suggested to send the petitioned goods to h i r.l, ruld, as there are 

at th0 moment no ships of t h0 Compo on these roads and the Portuguese 

Capt. Hanoe l Viera Soute ha d offered his services, to shi p thera by r.leans 

of his ship . D.-G. dehlonstrated furthermor e that ondercomwies Aemilius 

had reported to :lssistant COEllJ i e:s J .Elet, at Cormantyn, that on 11th Hay 

a Portuguese ship had :-..rr ived at :memaboe i n order to trade t he r e. "s 

according to their passports Portuguese nat i onals have no permission to 

do so, but r.w.y t rad·J on this Coast only a t Popo, Fida, Jaquyn and i,ppa, 

it \w.s resolved to send wi th i(Jj:lGdiate effec t ~u2-Jlal?2-..?ylGcst e r De Graaff, 

together \.i th a corporal and 1 0 soldiers to the ,\nemaboe roads t o infor1] 

that Portuguese Capt. about this (but f inding him still there on the 

roads to leave him in peace) and to attack hi m -with all possible pre­

caution- as soon as he makes sail refusing to be 'searche d . If as a res ult 

of such a search any slaves, platthilj.~, cowries etc. are found on 1)oar c1., 

they should bo confiscated and brought hero. 

1st June 1730. D.-G . proposed to send the small ship "<Tuffr.Narguretha ll 

to Jaquyn, now that it hus been unlouded of i ts s a l t, with cowri es and 

platthiljos, which according to Commies Hertogh are required thore. 

H.E. showed u paragraph of Hertogh's letter of 29th Uay in which he 

wrote: that thu Engli sh sell their cowries at Jaquyn as well as a l ong 

the rust of the Coast f or 100 Ibs per benda, and in which he bogged to 

be allowe d some favour in that respect too, for the well-being of his 

trade, requesting permission to sell tho cowr i es for 80 I bs per ~enda 

llombers were: howe ver of the opin i on that one should not allow him to 

Bull th8 cowries more than 72 Ibs per benda in view of the ir hi gh prico 

in Holland. 

5th June 1730. Reply of iir. Norre to accusations by D.·-G.J.Pranger. 
(expIc.ining thnt the (mn he had shipped to the U. I. vms in fact a 
r~cidivist, who had ulready stolen many goods from him, whilst the 
other ono, \1ho had not been sent away, hud only beLl1 the f irst' s 
'·mercennry". That the 30-L~0 Elninese who had COLle to the aid of the 
first nnd "treated us in such an iniQico.l manner' were alvmys Ground 

"th" house of the Tapoeyer. (nulctto) t.ndries, near the bridge. On sev­

eral occusionc riots have started from that house, und I therefore dec­

ided to ra~o it to the ground and to use it us two store-houses (sic). 

The rest of the spuce which it hud occupied I filled with a strong wall, 

which runs up to about half th0 length of the Custle 1 and in this \/ay 

Negroes o.re therefore prevented froh1 undertnking any (lOre of such 

••• (Norre gave further explanati~)ns on the othor acctlBatioLs . 
val'& found acceptable. He was hOl-fe"er cO[Jpelled to puy 

deficit caused at Kooenda as a result of the: nogligcncQ 
for not baving levied the recognition dues of un cct-
~.oo~!rom tbe Portuguese snow -cf. 4/4/'30). 
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deliberation on a request by Jac. Elet, who has 

noW for more than 5 years had the command and the direction of the trade 

at Fort ilmsterdam at Cormantyn, where he .las appointed Conmies in 1726 

by Mr. Valckenier, . which the Hon. Directors have never been willing 

to take into' consideration, although he has seen a great nwnber of person,s 

vlho had served unde l' him being favoured Hi t h cfvancements. Hr. Elet corj­

plains that his service of more than 8f years seems to bo counted as 

nothing , and wishes therefore i. to re quest T .Hs. to allow hiEI to resign 

The council took i nto consideration that petitioner is a man of great 

ability and experience, and real ly one of the best servants of the Comv· 

on the Coast, and dec ided therefore to propose him in provisional selection 

as 2.l?R~rc onj[,]ies Supernurnerair, in the hope of changing his mind in this w:..y. 

Lfth "ugust 1730. D.-G. COlti lilUnicated to the Hembers thut one Joseph '1'orre..: , 

at prusent Governor of a certain stronghold which the Portuguese had startu ( 

to erect at Fida i n 1721, arrived on JOth July at this Castle. n.E. had 

asked him, when he pai d his recognition-dues, what was the reason thut 

his ship seemed so heavily loaded, on which T. had re plied that this was 

caused by the building-materia l s which he had in his cargo for the con­

struction of a new stronghold at lilentioned pillace. He e.1u.cidatad _ that he 

had been commissioned by his Masters to obtain, by means of presents, 

frou the Fida King that they could transfer the stronghold which they 

lwve nO\1 at about an hour' s distance froLl the sea to the beo.ch itself, 

something which up to now has not been pe rwitted to any of the Europeans, 

and also, that if thio reconstructed fortification proved to be suc~ess ­

ful, ilis Portugues Majesty would send two war-ships with all t hat would 

be needed for the extens i on and reinforc ement of that building. When 

Lhe question was put to him on whose authority he was to start his build­

inr; activities, and \"hether I-lis Portugues Ha jesty had ag:zr eed to it and 

g~ven his conr:;ent, he answered that the Governor of Pernambuco had ordor0d 

to take the mentioned materials into his ship, and to use tlwr,l for a bove 

.lenLioned purpose, that the Kings of Portugal did not have the habit to 

infonl only their I"irst i-lin isters of the ir orders, and that Glentioned 

Governor cOllld not undertake anything without the permission and knovledge 

01 Hiu llO.jesty D. -G. noted tho. t lJlany harmful consequences arc to be 

expected for the wellbeing of the Noble Coupany froQ this PortuGuese 

"ndenvour, o.nd DUbgcsted that the Council should provisionally call the 

uttcntion of T.Rs th~ Directors to it, and petitiun them for clear and 

pouitive orders, in the SODe way as D.-G. Butler used to do 

7th Decenber 1730. ~ suall Portuguese two-mast ship ic bein~ sequest-

red o>y the Cow.lo.nder of the "Guincese Galey" on account of his having 

ound aboard of rJentioned ship 1 Llule and 2 fer.w.le sl:wes, as \·le11 ac a 

l1of8.lllbique cowrie::; and 10 barrels of (;unpouder ... '.l'hre e 812.'10(; 

quantity of cowries and powci~r not \Join:; ~l6rth thc troul)lc. 

release the 1i tt1c sq.ip ir.1fJedi~ tcly in order not to 

the Portuguese auay frolJ the trade on to.is Coact 
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and furthermore to request H.E. the Viceroy of Brazil and also the 

Governor of Pernambuco to warn their subject Herchants who go to trade 

to this Coast, issuing strict orders cot to do the least trade along 

the Upper Coast on their way to the Slave Coast, as they would expose 

themselves to total (sic) confiscation. 

NBKG 33; Letters received from Ass. of X. 

Ass. of X to D.-G. J.Pranger, 18th October 1730 •••• We have seen with 

regret that trade on the Coast is so unfavourable, but we see that on 

the other hand the trade at Jaquyn is til Or e successful and \-,e think that 

it should be continued to the advantage of t he Compo We therefore 

advice Y.H. to send the ships,as soon as they have unloaded t he ir Coast 

cargoes at Elmina, to Jaquyn for the slavetrade, having provided them 

with the merchandise which may be r equired by Commies Hertogh. hs we 

are very satisfied about the behaviour and direction of s a id Commies, 

vTe decided to shovJ this by promoting h i m to the position of Opper~~j.= 

Supernurnerair, \~ i th a salary of an Oppercommies, but on the conch tiOl1 

that he stay 'It Jaquyn and that he does not go to Elmino. or any other 

fort of the Company on account of his higher position. \/e promoted him 

in order to make him continue the slave trade with gre~ter force, and 

to give him more credit among foreign Nat i ons and the Natives; and as 

we are informed that servants of other Nations resident there carry the 

title of "Governor ll , we lea ve it to Y.H. to allo\V him too the use of 

such title, on the condition tha t (for the Comp.) he reto.ins the rank 

of 2J?percortlElies. 

VIC 138; Hertogh Correspondence. 

Pranger to Hertogh, 8th April 1730 . ~s \Ve understand from Y.H.'s 

re90rts that Y.H. has the habi t to treat the Portugues e Nation always 

in a friendly manner -which agrees entirely with our opinion- the present 

let tar is to introduce to you the Portuguese Capt. ,Joseph de .cl r:lC i da 

CCllado, whom we expect you to favour as r.1uch as appositely could be done. 

iIcrtogll to Pranger, 19th liarch 1730 . . .• the Portuguese Capt. J'ohan 

Paoquur de Sayse hus left \Vith 400 slaves on boa rd, and the English 

shiV of dr. I,lonner, comrJanded by Capt. Elinco, \"lith 350 slaves. ,'mother 

ship of Hr. lionner I comtlunded by Capt. Snelgraaf, hUE; arrived. ;,n Eng-

lish "TO.r ship h::s sunk off Fida "lith 6 rJen .. ~ 

Pranger to Uertogh, 22nd June 1730 •••• The present letter is to intro­

duce to you Cupt. lIanoel da Fonce Cafrar ••• WhOr.l 'I.II. oay supply with 

10 falale olo.ves (but to no Im'/er pr~cc than 5 ~ a piGcc) as \Te h211e recei 'IC0, 

tobacco for the!'.l ••• and \,houl we recoliloend Y.H. to do as Dueh favour and 

possible 

Bertogh, 28th :.ugust 1730 •••• To our rc.;ret \Ye are, as a 

trflde on this Co~st, not able to SUPi)ly the chip ;IUaurt­

armasoen of slaves, and havo thorefore the intcnt­

(= Slave Coast, Costa do. iIina) in order 
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(,ne 138 cant) 

to let it take there the 200 heads of slaves of \l/holil it still is short. 

Ve thought it good to inform Y.H. of this in time, so that Y.H. may have 

s'&fficient time to buy the surplus. 

8th August 1730 Pranger wrote to Hertogh on Torres' plan to build a 
new Portuguese fort a t Whydah (cf, p.162), with one more detail: 
that Torres ilon his way to Fida ll V10uld visit ;l the former King of that 
place at Papa, where he resides at present ll ) 

Hertogh to Pranger, 12th June 1730 . For a long time now trade has been 

pretty poor, and as a result of the great mul titude of French and English 

ships here goods have to be sol d at a very low price, because they sell 

the cowries at 100 Ibs for 2 oz., 

'lnd un anker of brandy for 6 t o 8. They pay to the Nat ives 220 to 230 

Ibs of cowries for an ordinary s l ave, , •• the Portuguese pay 16 t o 18 

rolls of tobacco for their slaves, 80 ~at!hilios or 40 great cabe~ of 

cowries \'/hic11 they buy froLl the English or the French \-li th gol d. iiuolcetG 

aud gunpowder are of no value here. There are here at present 5 Port­

uguese, one Frenchman and one Englishman trading; there are at Fida 5 

Frenchmen and 2 Portuguese, who sand nOV1adays often their vessels there, 
llr:U ts een verlening aan aen Koning te vol doen;; (=?) 

and who trade on the beach ,j. at Po po there are aloo 3 French ships. 

Co there are many ships everywhere, but few slaveo, because the paths 

in the interior have been closed now for some time now. But that \·,ill 

not last very long, because various parties have nO\l started to r.lake 

palaver about it, and the wars have stopped some tiDe ago. Yet, it i s 

to be feared that the y may start soon o.go.in, becau,se the I( i ng of Do.~lO(1ne 

is expected froLl the woods at .\rdra, and he is not used to sitting still 

for D. long time. Departed from Ja~uin:, .• the Portuguese ships of Capt. L. 

;!oeneG on 20/5 \li th 500 slaves and of Antony 1'-Ioenes on 2~/5 \IIi t h 450. 

S~he ohip of Johan Berboose and the Pernambuco ship of Capt. :Z,ibeno 

\'101'1. blown froLl their anchors in a travado and cor.lpclleo. to make sail 

ctruigDt away with resp. 250 and 300 slaves on Loard, leaving their 

<.;apt<'linc and GOr.10 ueobers of their crowe in the tents 

Hc1'togh to Pranger, 8th August 1730 . . . . The French Director Galle hus 

rled with hip goods to the island of Popo, leaving the fort i n the safe­

buurd of SOLle of his ~IeBsieurs, out of fear of the Dahommese and hop i nG 

to e~capc the kind of tyranny they have subjected tho English Governor 

To!;lc Fort to 

Hortogh to Pranger, 29th September 1730. In the night of 26th to 

~7th Scpteubcr, about 1 o'clock, a heavy fire broke out near the Nnble 

O:oa».'o lodge. t.s u result of the strong \lind it caLIC dall[jcrouslJ clLBe 

to it, nnd I did my UtD~st to save the Coap'c 300ds and to Dxtinguisn 

h fire as far o.s I could, but '''hen the fire reu.cl1(;d a YOlldor··house L1 

it ~loded imlCdi.:ttely and it was as if thQ fire rail1ec~ froLl 

lithin a. few Llor:lents the lodge and the entire: crOl.: caug:lt 

idoa, and I just manuged to save r.:jself ~Iit1.._ tL" ';apt::-i.!l, 

~ Master. I ha.d already bou$ht 145 sL~vcc for t:1U 
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ship II\JaarhrykOl, of Vlho!:, I had erJbarked 90 on the day before the fire. 

As yet I cannot give Y.H. any precise information about \'ihat has happened 

to the others, but I kno\'1 that many of ther,] \Vere laiserab1y burnt alive, 

and others, vlho managed to escape, r,lay have hidden anywhere. Nost of 

the CorJp.' s goods are hov7ver safe, except the cowries from th" II\Jaart­

\'Iykd, \'Ihich at the thw of the fire were lying on the square becauso the y 

had not yet been weighed, as they were burnt to dust. 

Hcrtogh to Pranger, 31st October 17:30. , Concerning the PortuglJ.ose 

Capt. Joseph de Torres Y.E. need not worry : he will certainly not be 

successful in his intentions at Fida. I do not doubt a..-moment that th,:;.t 

gentleman is making his expenses and \Vasting his efforts in vain, because 

I have already succeeded at Fida so f ar, tha t the Noble Compo could easily 

build a lodge there again, or even a fortress ; but about that I can at 

present not ye t give Y.E. any precise informa tion, because we 'are at 

present expecting to be set upon by the King of Dahomme at any day, ac 

he is quartered vii th a numerous army only one day' s di s tance from hel'e. 

But I have good hopes tha t he may be defeated in t he ':loods by 80l21e othel' 

King •.• The dHa ccrtwyk' ; left 20th Sept. with 158 sl J.vet~, we should , 

according to the letters of trade, have suppli ed it with a greater number, 

\Jut the Capt. refused to accept any more male sla ve,:;, and as he \'lant ed 

to have nothing but women, girls and boys, I could not supply him \/ith 

thODe as I could have supplied him with ma~~slaves 

SOllie dispute has arisen behveen some Frenc hnlGn a nd Portuguese, \'II'hi o L ;!en t 

80 far as to lead to an excha nge of muske t-fire, i n which ac c identnl ly 

2 members of the crew of Capt. te Vel de were wounded. In revenge Capt. 

te Velde took 2 Ps. slaves from the Portuguese ship of ~ . Pinhero, an d 

Gailed off with them. During thi s month 3 Portuguese ohips have left, 

tulring together 1,050 slaves. Trade rema ins poor ; there are here still 

5 Portu~uese and 2 French ships, and a t Fida 3 Portuguese and 2 French. 

Pranger to Hertogh, 2nd December 1730 .... We congratul~te I . H. and are 

very happy with Y.H.'s proposal to r ebuild the lodge, or even a fort, 

at Fida, and we trust that Y.H. will be hone s t and cautiouD conc ern i ng 

the Eing of Dahomme. It would indeed be good to strike the iron Hhen it 

is hot •••. \}e shall make a proper re port about Capt . te Velde's bel1aviol.~' 

to the Hon. Directors ..• 

Pranger to Hertogh, 29th December 1730 ..•• \/e arc i nforme d t hat Lf,lf69 

~ cO\-/ries have been shipped to Y.H., but \.e are af r a id t hat Y. "I. \, il l 

not be able to sell such a breat quantit y a Cost..1., and \/e hO:18 t110.t I . fl . 

will give UD as soon as possible detailed informat i ons about the pros~c t ~. 

also because we ho.ve the int.e~tion- to parmi t_1l8Qin as bQ!ol'u t11Q cOHrie--

which vas suspended for some time. 

rr'lIID.JI:ttr, 6th January 1731. • •. I confirm receipt of the \/00,' 

the reconstruction of the 10dgu, Jut '.Ie Gtill nec':: 8. 
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white carpenter for it. \ve also received 3,069 small cabe.E cOl-lries from 

Accra . Concerning Capt. Joseph de Torres I can inform J~E. that this 

gentlemen has now taken upon himself to erect a fortress here at Jaquin 

and by means of great expenses he has obtained much from the King; the 

foundations of that fort are ready, and now all available hands are en­

gaged in the construction of a r edoubt ; he intends to reinforce said 

fort with four redoubts on the corners, and he se ems not to mind to make 

the greatest expenses in order to finish it as soon as possible. But I, 

on the other hand let nothing be undone to prevent him from achieving 

such, and the presents which this gentleman is continuously offe ring ' 

are as much as possible neutralised by me with counter presents, and 

I shall apply all my vigilance in order to thwart nis intentions 

Concerning the establishment of a stronghold at Fida, I must report 

that for the time being nothing can be undertaken on acc ount o~ the 

heavy wars \lh ich are still da ily going on in that a rea, and I may add 

that I have enough work here at Jaquin just in maintaining my pos iti on 

by issuing daily great presents and other gif t s. I hereby re quest Y.E, 

to be kind enough to send me two Assistan ts, whom I would put in such 

positions as where they would be most effective for the conservation 

of the Noble Comp.'s effects. Concerni ng Capt. te Ve lde, who took 2 

slaves from a Portuguese ship, for whom (as we lea rn from Y.E. 's let ter) 

8 oz gold for each slave have been paid, because our Noble Compo woul d 

not want to have the name of be ing narro~'l-mincled about tvlO slaves, in 

the eyes of that Nation, I find myself compelled to tell Y.E. another 

story about his misbehaviour: the Portuguese Capt. de Torres complained 

to me about him, saying that ,then H.H. had l eft Elmina and anchor ed at 

J~nnemaboe in order to see if he could buy some butter from the ships 

lying there on the roads, he, te Velde anchored there too, and having 

rendered himself at once on his, de Torres' ship, he told him that he 

cafiie to search his ship, Hhen de Torres ans\1ered that his sh i p ha d beCl 

properly searched at Elmina, te Velde refused to go from his board, 

und compelled him eventually to pay 14 oz ~angemaakt (=?) gold ..• 

!1QC. de la ?lanquQ, in the absence .of D.-G. Pranger, to Hertogh, 30th 

January 1730. • •• ~ie flatter ourselves \·l1hth the idea that the usual 

vieilunce with which Y.n. cares for the Interest of the Gentlemen our 

lIasters \fill also be able to cause to the evil enterprises of the Portu-, 

gues(; at Jaquin the same kind of impediments as cO['lpe11ed them to abandon 

their intentions in Fida; if Y.H. sees indeed an opprtunity to bring 

the progreGs of this \-Jork to a. com:olete stop, or to slo\l it off to such 

an Qxtent th,'"\t it \"Ii11 never be finished, \fe do give Y.H. permission to 

.ake some small expenditure to that end, but as economically as possibl~, 

.. the sad condition of the Trade at this moment does not 0.110\'1 any lib-

18th Hurch 1731. ••. lie hJ.ve provided tho "Steenhuycon; 

.IB~ to buy between I.cera. and PO,tl O aD IlIct71y sl,:-,vCG etG 
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possible, as we have good reasons to believe that I.H. would not be 

able to dispatch this vessel at the same time as the llLeusdenll, and 

that it \'Iould therefore only lie fruitlessly on the roads a Costy. 

\Ve may also .larn you that we are informed tha t there is at the moment 

a Pirate-ship with 36 guns and 200 men in the neighbourhood of the 

Upper Coast, and tha t it is expected to come dOvln any moment from nm,. 

I.H. should therefore immediately inform the Capt. of the i1 Leusden:1 

and other ships of the Compo vlhich may arrive a Costyabout this, so 

that they may timely prepare themselves for defence ( In a note dd . 
19/4/'31 Pranger informed Hertogh thnt the \'Ihole story about the 
giant pirate-ship was entirely untrue and il some invented lie of some 
sailor l1 ) 

Hertogh to Pranger, 27th Narch 1731. •• • Having understood I.E.' s 

displeasure about the construction of a fort \V'hich VTaS being undertaken 

here by the Portuguese Capt. de Torres, and I.E.'s desire to be re gul arly 

informed about the develppments, I have the pleas ure to inform Y.E. thnt 

on 19th Januar y mentioned de Torres has left this place under the most 

shameful conditions of the "JOrld, without ha ving done anything further 

to his fortress than building a simple bastion made of a fe Y! beams and 

mud, which will soon collapse. I.E. may be assured that mentioned Gentle­

man will never a gain in his life be able to build a fortress he r e, and 

that all his efforts and expenditure have been i n va i n, and that I will 

apply all my diligence and vigilance to prevent the r ecurrence of such 

attempts. Concerning the intended stronghold a t Fida I must tell I . E . 

that for the time being the occ as ion does not yet present i t s~if, altho~ 

I do very thing I can ••• (H. thanks P. for his neV! title of ';Governor " , 
reports death of one of his assistants as a result of constipat i on (? .. 
"persingll ) and requests hlo ne\'1 assistants, r eports to have suppli ed 
the ;;Leusden" with 81 slaves at arrival and to have bought ilvli thin the 
time;l 113 more, but compla ins of stiff competition from 2 English and 1 
French ship. The ~nglish pay up to 7 oz for a slave, whilst H. is n~t 
allo\'/ed to pay more than the value of 5 oz .) 

Moreover, the entire country is so much invo lved in heavy warfare, that 

no Negro is able to bring any slaves from the battlefield, so tha t every­

thing in this coun try has come to a standstill ••• I have r e stored the 

lodge to its former state and ameliorated three of the lodging-houses "0 

Pranger to Hertogh, lOth Hay 1731. ••• I have the pleasure to congratulo.te 

Y.H. warmly with the misfortune of Capt. de Torres. Concerning the i n­

tended erection of a lodge at Fida, we must inform I.H. that reconsider ­

ing the matter we have some fears that this plan vill cause too many 

expenses for the account of the Hon. Directors, and that, on the othe r 

hand, once \1e have established ourselves there again, \'Ie \10uld no longe:r 

be able, as we arc at present, to attack from time to time some un-free 

.hip. on those roads \lithout endangering the position of our servants 

000 concerning Y.H.'s request for 2 more assist~nts, ve arc 

with it, as \lIe arc here too short of personnel. 

poor supply of slaves at Jaquin, \fe have 

IIJODIe Danielil from this Castle with its sl2-v(;s. 
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(note: n.d.) "Received Honday 21st tlay a l etter from Opperc omm i es Hendril~ 

Hertogh, ddt Jaquin 10th April, informing us that a Caboceer who has lived 

for many years at Little Popo, and who has always le t himself be used i n 

the service of the Noble Comp., has requested to be allowed to spend his 

olden days under the protection of the Honourable Gent l emen at El mina " ,II 

Pranger to Hertogh, 3rd August 1731 ••• :,s acc ording t o :,rt. 19 of the 

Regulations concerning the Free Navigation the Hon. Gentlemen Di rectors 

have engaged themselves -as appears from enclosed copy- to supply the 

colonists in Suriname ever y year \vith a number of 2,500 s l aves, and as 

since 8th ~ugust last year we have up to now dispatched from Jaquin only 

1,180 Ps. slaves to that Colony, we must mos t strongl y r ecommend to Y.n. 
to apply I.H.'s usual promptitude and vigil ance in supplyin~ as rapidly 

as possible the nS teenhuysenl1 with its required ar~~~~, so that it may 

disembark its slaves within half a year in Surinamen. 

Herilogh to Pranger, 22nd Nay 1731 (?) Concerning the stronghold at Fida: 

if I.E. is still intending to have such stronghold , it is a lso just and 

more honest that I try to maintain (the peace Hith) t he country, and that 

can only be done if the Roads remain fre ~ and un-attacked .•• 

r am expecting the ilS teenhuysen" any day from nO\-/ fror,l Popo, and have 

soce slaves for it in stock. But i f I.E . does not Bcnd more merchandi se 

I shall be compelled to dispatch i t with only 400 PS, slaves on board, 

whi6h would make a bad voyage for the Noble Compo I therefore hope that 

'J. • .G. \lill send as soon as possibl e to remaining Jaquin goods still in 

stock at El mina. • •• I would also like to request Y.E . for permiss i on 

to buy here 20 or 30 craft-slaves, because the l odge i s very poorly 

provided with them, and pray that the building-materials which I requestod 

carlier may be sent to me at earliest convenience 

IIcrtugh to Pranger, 26th iIune 1731 ••.. r had the honour of sendi ng to 

v.~. my monthly papers, but they were returned to mc 4 days later, because 

the Fidase and Popose are at war with each other, with tho reGult that bhe 

puth" have beon closed there. Hot knovling ho\/ long this \Tar is going to 

lust, I have given these papers to Capt. J. De Rhee ••. Departed from this 

plo.ce last month: 3 Portuguese vii ~h resp. 300,500 ClnJ. 300 slaves, an Eng­

lish ship with 400 and a French with 350, whilst there arc still anchored 

hore 6 Portuguese, 1 English and 1 French ship, and at Fida 3 Portuguese, 

3 French Bnd 1 English ship, from which Y.E. may se0 that there arc n lot 

of ships at this .. mo.ll place, and u11derstal1d that consequently the price 

of tho slaves is very high. 

bansar to Hertogh, 14th .,ugust 1731. ••• Concerning the ost:->.uliGhLlcnt oj.' 

we may inform you th.l.t \/0 have njandol1ec~ tile idea, 

Roads there is by no me.:tns in c_t;recment \lith the 

J..".reB't, and Y .H. has therefore no loncer to Glalce an} 
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IIertogh to Pranger, 2nd "',ugust 1731. ••• It looks as if the already poor 

trade is going to be even worse, because it may be expected that all the 

ships no,,, at Fida will come here; the Fidase have made a nocturnal raid 

on tho tents there and murdered 6 whitemen. Of some of these the heads 

were cut off, others' bodies were cut open and their hearts taken out, 

which were eaten. ~ccording to the King of Fida the reason for this was 

that the \"rhi tes there did nothing to help him to return to his country, 

and that this had made him resolve to annihilate everything at Fida, as 

it was clear that he would never be able to return. ~ll this has caus ed 

great fright among the uhites at Fida, and none of them has any desire 

to stay there. Those who were murdered were 4 Frenchmen and 2 Portuguese, 

(13/8/'31 Hertogh complains that he could put 750 to 800 slaves in a ship 
destined to Surinam, but that he is constantly short of merchandise, as 
ships coming from Elmina never bring ~ove goods than arc needed for the 
purchase of 400 slaves. liMy vigilance i s of no use in this way: if I had 

been provided \'li th more goods, I could have dispatched the11 Leusdenii \'Ji th 

at least 150 more slaves ll (he dispatched it with 450 slaves to Surinam). 

Hertogh to Pranger, 20th September 1731 •••• I have taken note of Y. E.'s 

opinion that the plan to establish a stronghold at Fi da should be abandoned 

bocause it would not be to the advantage of the Noble Compo that the Roads 

remain free, but I do believe that Fida and Jaqui n together uould be more 

profitable than the entire Upper and Lowe r Coast. m shall hm/ever observe 

Y.E.'s instructions •••• For more than 4 years I have now been asking for 

building materials which I have never received; I shall now wr ite to the 

Hon. Directors to ask for them ••• 

Hertogh to Pranger, 17th December 1731. Concerning the amount voted 

for the reconstruction of the lodge, I must say that Y.E.'s estimate is 

not very high ••• Trade is still difficult because the trade at Fidu is 

still impossible, which makes the pric e of th8 sla ves very high I 

sent " ssistant Hoeth to Little Popo in order to stay there till the pala ver 

at 0uita is resolved 

lIre 126; IIinutes of Elmina Council . 

D.-G. demonstrated that for several ye a r s no\'! t hose of Cabo :.ppolonia 

and of Eguira have been involved in a series of differends, which have 

a pernicious effect on the trade which une d to flourish at For t St . ;_nthony 

at ~xim. That he had recommended on several oc casions to Oppercommies 

Ockers thvre to do his best to bring this discord to an end, but that up 

to the present this had rnmained ~ithout the least e ffect, because (as H. B. 

has good reasons to believe) the Hoble Comp.'s mak~ at t hat place , 

Jlopularly known as I1the Pope;), is the only ~}1~~_l}~ of all this. II . 

~l~t'QI.ed Members that he had therefore ordered said Oppercommies to send 

or reflection (sic) hither, but OL 

letter had arrived \11 th the information that the sub­

themselves in a rebellious manner against the 

B B. conaidered it therefore necessary that he 
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go there personally in order to finish these harmful quarrels •••• 

16th February 1731. D.-G. informed the Council that he had gone to ~xim, 

and that during his journey he had found at all the factories between 

Chama and ,'>xim very many l .. ssiantynse, who strongly insisted that all the 

refugees from \lassa (which was defeated by them, but of which many people 

had taken refuge under our forts) be handed over to them, nay, insisted 

"Iith such passion and rashness, that no rest or time was left to H.E. 

to carry out his design to travel to the factories along the Upper Coast 

for inspection. In this way he vIas compelled to limit that inspection 

to that of Chama and Saccondee, and to travel straight to ,',.x im, because 

e~erywhere he was interrupted by these cumb~rsome pe~itioners, some of 

them personal envoys of Poku himself. ~rriving finally on the 14th at 

... xim, H.E. found there an army of about 10,000 :.ssiant yns encamped within 

the range of the guns of the fort. In the previous night they had, under 

cover of darkness, invaded the crom and taken from it more than 300 persons 

(inhabitants as \lell as Compo slaves), and committed many other outrages, 

on the pretext that there were ma ny VJassase among the coast-negroes. The 

reason \'Ihy they had retired under our fort therewas that the Negro /.djeba 

Banfoo (who for many years has lived in the greatest enmity Hith them, 

thus causing great harm to our trade) had managed to convince the ~ssian­

tynse through bribes to make an armed attack on the said Negroes ••• 

Inquiring into the matter on his arrival, H.E. discovered that the :.ssian­

tynse demanded from the coast-negroes that they deliver up the \1assase. 

As the well-being of the Comp.'s trade would by no means allow the defenc e 

of these (Wassas) against the ~ssiantyns, as the latter are the only ones 

from ~Ihom one may henceforward expect some trade 1 and moreover this natinn 

has alHays been misled and betrayed by the nO,1 fugitive King of Hassa, n . ]': . 

resolved to satisfy that Nation, and to deliver to them their enemies, as 

indded was done. H.~. could at first not resolve what to do about the 

coast-negroes, as they submitted themselves as sub jects of tho Noble Comp . , 

promising to live henceforward in an obedient manner if he ';Tere \·Iilling 

to ransom them to the j,ssiantyns and to protect them in future. Lfter 

endless difficulties H.E. eventually agreed with the ' claimants on tho 

amount of the ransom. 

This matter no\/ having been settled and the ... s s iantyns having departed, 

U.E. was mainly concerned with the problem of hoy to remo~e the obstacle 

which had for so many years impeded the trade at ,\~dm, and summoned thoro-­

fore the i.bocroe Negro i .. djeba !ianfoe. ."fter somo difficulties it appearod 

thnt he could defend his case so well, that it seemed indeed that he .IaS 

r1Sht in claiming 32 bendas. H.E., aware that if that lIegro Vlere not 

no progress whatsoever could be made, and also that if mentioned 

left diGr.atisfied he \Jould ltlave nothing undone to make troubl:.: 

merchants -as before- , rosolved to condemn the coast-ne:;ro -:L 

condition however\;! that the t\,IO parties \lould take 

with the IJanner of the land, that they .'ould 
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live in peac e and concord ~Ji th each other and also contribute ~V~;,YY..ll~9g 

they can to promote, support and aid the Compo 's trade. D.-G. further­

more had read out to the Council the 20th ~rticle of the latest Charter 

of the VIC, in which it is stated tha t all interlopers who are provided 

with a proper passport will henceforward be allowed to come freely into 

all, bays, ports, roads &c. vr i thin the Distric t of the \JIC in Africa, 

without having to pay any thing to the servants of the Honourable Compo 

3rd Harch 1731 ••• From extracts of letters from Jaquyn it appearB t hi:~t 
Hertogh 

Oppercommies/is selling the cowries there for 80 lts. per benda, although 

he is not a llm.;ed to sell them more: than 72 I bs per benda. ;\s inform ­

ations are however received from Hertogh himself and also publicly, that 

the English, French and other Nations se~l them up to 110 l bs per bonda, 

it was resolved to a llow H. to sell them ~d 80 l bs. per benda. 

26th I,jarch 1731. D. -G. demonstrated thnt the ship "De Jonge Dani ~n;l is 

destined by the Chamber Zeeland to sell its entire cargo for slaves at 

Jaquyn, but that in the interest of the Noble Compo thio ordor should 

bo disobeyed, because firstly the "Leusden' ; is still at Jaquyn "lUi ting 

for ito sL:weo, and for this reason the ':SteonhuysGn,1 was also by a 

recent resolution provided "lith a cargo for the Coast oehreen ;.ccra and 

Popo in ordGr to buy there as many sleeves as possible till Oppercomwie s 

IIertogh \;ill have dispatched the ilLeusdenil, and secondly because the 

storehouses at this Cast le as well as those at the outer forts nrc at 

present ui thout ~my current trndcgoods, especinlly thODe ~,Thich tl.10 

,lJongc Daniel '; hns in its holds, nnd 'l'lhich are much in dem,md among t l;o 

~sGiantynse traders, who have just arrived in great multitude, and who 

would, in the nbscnco of those goods, ' bring their ivory and slnvcs to 

tho English, thus depriving the Company of great advnntages. Uoreover, 

becD.use of tho c;roa-c number of trnders ... rho have come down, i t is to bo 

expected that tho IIJonge Daniel il will quickly get its required number of 

325 Ps. slaves, an be dispatched from here much earlier than it could 

be dispatched from Jaquyn. In order that the ;,ssjantynsc may not com­

pletely lose their habit of trading with us and bring their goods to 

other Nations, it ~laS re'solved to unload the lIJonge Daniell: here at the 

Castle, and to use its cargo to buy slaves from the ASL;;}antynse. 

18th July 1731. D.-G. J.Prnnger offered for consideration to the Council 

0. Protest nnd a Counterprotest by the English "gents John Brathwuite nlld 

Benjamin Peilke and himGelf, the f:"rst having divulged in 12th ilay an 

infamous paper under the name of a Protest ••• that ~Te \/oulc1 have done 

evorything 'vIe could, with the help of -our black ~ol~, servants am: 

to oppress the servants, subjects and dependent.:; of the Rf,C, und 

company by offering presents to Tomauishee, their first 

thiD we answered that we never hD.ve hc.d the int~ nt­

company's subjects uithout reaoon, and tho." 

~ honour by bribing a negro, in pclrticular one 
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who is everywhere known as a double-dyed villain (no matter whether his 

masters call him a most faithful servant of their company). This person 

would on our orders have been attacked by our black makelaers, agents and 

servants at Accra "lith the purpose of murdering him, which is a libellous 

lie. Moreover , it is impossible that we could have given such order , 

because what is alleged to have happened, happened at ~ccra, whilst we 

were in Person at Elmina. The subject of the differend, according to 

the letter of the ~gents would be nothing but a matter of the people of 

our ~aer~ having dared to take water -by night- from a strange villaGL;· 

lie can't understand either hoy/ the :,gents dare to say .that the Dutch vlould 

have hired an army of blacks in order to destroy in ~ccra the allies of 

tho MC, as they a re totally unable to show that any damage has been done 

to them by the Natives. They are indeed careful enough not to name the 

Nation which would have been bribed by us •••. they also clai~ t hat we 

il'l.blbte the savage character of the Nat ives against those \vho arc their 

friends, and have them panyarred. To support their accusation the y say 

that recently 5 slaves of our first makelaer were panyarred and carried 

D.Vmy by the Fantynse because he would have hire d and incited the :,ssjan-· 

tynse \1ho came down upon them, E'.nd that after that immediately 5 slaves 

and servants of the English makelaer would have been stolen and panyarred 

by our ~lD.er? vlhom he vJould have kept up to the preGent, \olhich is 

also dirty libel which the Agents will never be ab le to prove, because 

the ,\ssiantynse were never incited by us or our make\a~.E.? and they still 

have. to indicate what discomfort has ever been caused to the Fantynse by 

the ~ssjantynse. They say all this only i n order to disguise the dirty 

tricks of their mentioned makelo.eE, because it is perfectly clear that 

mr:ntioned 5 slaven vlere not panyarred by the Fantynse, but by Tom or his 

servants. ,.nd we have a perfect proof of this, beca.use on the 30th of 

]UGt month a canoe arrived here from Jaq~yn, Clnd its rO~lGrs reported to 

us that they had found there on the roads an English ship on board of 

vhich were three of the Negroes stolen by mentioned Tom (being the children 

.;f nn old vlOman called Esuon who told us under hot tears a.bout the loss 

of her children, begging us to arrange with our Governor, Mr. Uertogh, 

fu~' their release, offering us money to buy them free). Hr. Hertogh 

did try to buy them free \-lith Mk.l:6:-, but vlhcn he came on board 1rJith 

tnis gold, he \las told by the captain of that ship that the English ~­

~.£ Tom ,.\'lishee had urgently req,uosted him never to set those slaves 

froc, aild that Tom had also told him that he hoped to ruin the Elminase 

completely ui thin 3 years. The other slaves have also been eeeZl\;On sev­

ero.J. occasions by our people in his house at .. nnemaboe ••• They further 

aocuse US of having given permission on 29th april (old style) or 9th 

(new stplc) to our makelaer to sell slaves at ~nnemaboe, and that 

his canoe in order to provoke the ~nGlish. It is true th~t 

two slaves at :.nnemaboe, as they were of 

canoe certainly did not go on its own account to 

and,arrested by an English ship far beyond the 
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the reach of the Cabo Co~s roads, and quite irregularly brought down to 

Cabo Corso How clever the English are at making noise about unimportant 

mailters is also shO\·m in their insistence on calling the ltnnemaboe roads 

,jEnglishH , whilst according to the admission of their l.gents in a letter 

dd. 21st ,\ugust 1730, they have no jurisdiction on land, writing: 1I\'1e 

have the honour to let Y.E. know that the Currantie of Annemaboe is not 

subject to our jurisdiction, and we can therefore not compell him to 

resitute the slave he has panyarred from Y .E •.•• n Everyone knO\'1S that 

all sorts of Nations come and go on those sea-roads, and as they are free 

to trade there, these roads may ergo be called free roads. They further 

accuse us of having panyarred a cnaoe \Oli th 13 rOvlers and a messenger \vi th 

a letter for the Chief ~gents. That messenger they describe as a Christian 

and a freeman, what we should have seen because of his European attire. 

This panyarring was certainly not done with our consent, and concerning 

that Christian freeman, 1;le kno,J very well that the Negroes have very little 

esteem for such Christians, because generally they have such a life-styl e, 

that Blacks as vlell as \Th i tes despise them, and even though they are pro­

vided with European clothes and a cane, they are, it seems, not it: ,hntr' s 

breadth higher in esteem in their own Nation. \lhen they say that we broke 

their canoe, they are entirely wrong, because it 1;JD.S not only restituted 

to them, but the best proof is that it is at present still in use •••• 

1fhen tbey impute tha t the Dutch haven't had any trade at Commany for more 

than two yec,rs, this may be a rwnour with which they 'lD.nt to seduce their 

Principals in Europe not to make ~ny further enquiriee into th~ir dealings. 

Lut WU may refut0 this libel on our Nat ion with th~ information that 

th~ir trad~ with thu ~ss j antyns e has stopped as a rvsult of thoir invol­

vine themselves in thu Cabal of Intuff3r and othor a rch-enemies of afore­

onid Nution. In anSvlor to the {,gents' accusation that 'v/U would have allo\lod 

the:ir mesGunger to bu robbud of his goldl9lotishes right under the vlalls 

of our Castle, we li1uy say that this is jUGt U lie for vlhich that lettcr­

c::trrier could do nothing but stulIlL1er his excuse. On the othur hand, it 

is true, that aftur having delivered the i.gents' letter, that .. lan met a 

l\c'3ro in the: crom, llhhril he askod if ho was one of ;,bocan' s servants. llhen 

hu answered: no, the ~gents' sorvant said that that was bettor too, for 

if he: met any of :.bocan' s sons or servants, he ./ould kill him like a pig; 

\~Il(ln he \las saying tho. t, ho drc"'l his knife, upon ,Ihich a nWllber of people 

guthered. So, if he has had a proper beating, it is only a propor punish-

m nt for such misbehaviour ••• 

••• Concerning tho matter of Tow ~wisheo and the people of Accra, a letter 

of J. Do 10.. Planquo j dd. ~ccrD, 8th Novembor 1730 was road out; ••. the 

cause of thu dispute between our subject ilutivos· here and 'alo-called 

t.tinn Nogro Toe ,',wishee is not yet quite clear: tho Dutch and the 

mouth of Hr. Cruik6hank) mo.int,1.in their old positions. I \lould 

more progress, if the :.kimso had not =de their enorr.lOUS 

olnimB; but I s.oppod, because I did not want to give 

the oC$asion to incite the Akimse against co 
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and the Negroes residing under this fort. I therefore thought it better 

to tamporize a little with this matter, the more as people here make me 

'Jclieve thut if the J\kimse and the ;,ccraee come to an agreement about the 

before mentioned claim, tho. t then the former "Jill shortly return to their 

country. Horeover, there is here o.lso a large number of Fa.ntynse at the 

C1oment, who doubtlessly on the first outbreak of any trouble \vould chose 

for Tom I s side. I therefore think it indeed better to vrai t till the ;,kiill::s e 

and the Fa.ntynse have left, and Tom v]il1 no longer be able to piay tricks 

with the help of the ~kimse o.nd Doddo Tibo ••• 

;.t the time that Hr. Cruickshank was here at [,cera (in order, as the i.ge:nt s 

maliciously pretend, to protect their fortress ago.inst the Negroes we would 

have hired against them) we had the greatest fears for our own fort a.nd 

subject negroes in case of attacks of roaming J\kimse, and "/ould certainly 

not usk them to attack the English. The Akimse have become so haughty 

after their defeat of the [,quamboese, that they even dared to threaten 

thu Crom-negroes of Accra that if they refused to contribute sOQething 

for the :buin of l'.quamboe, that they would come to take it by force; so 

\~e had trouble enough to s at isfy these robbers, ,]ho ana·u.pe:t,lsuaded that 

the I.ccrase arc greatly obliged to them for having taken this trouble •.• 

D.-G. demonstrated with another letter from Nr. de l a Planque, dd. ~ccra, 

29th October 1730 that indeed we were preparing ourselves for defence : 

Since t1he arrival of Amoe with the envoy of t he ;',ki mse VIe have not 

yot learnt 11hat this envoy is bringing us, but I just heard tho.t he vlould 

h ve come here in order to de mand from the fortresses here a certain 

gratuity for their defeat of the .:',quamboese, I.hich would easily amount 

to sover~l bendas, and that in case of refusnl thoy would try to get it 

moans of force ; it is s a id that the Cnboceer Doddo Tibo is the inventor 

o thio plan, and th.:tt he has proposed it to the ;,kimse 

othor lotter, o.lso frOla Acero., and vlritten by Hr. Van Dlittcrsdorp on 

3 th October 1730, ~/<:1.S rend out: To-day the mako~ ,',moe came \>/ i th 

• cern Caboceers in the fort, reporting that the ~kimse had demo.nded 

1 hundred bendas from them, and that they had been cOI:lpolled to 

thee: 350 bendas for the three Croms as well ns 6 strings of 

Of these 200 would have to be paid by this Crom, o.nd the 

the two others. They requested us th0refore to lend to 

that purpose ••• 

story about a doserter Jan Dirkse, alias John Richardson, 
a deserter and claimed to be a British subject, and 
the right of protection of the 'nglish nt Sekondi. Ac­
he is however born on Cura~no ns son of one Truytje 

Dutch. Peake claimed however th t he could not be 
~ish. Pr~er count r d however tho.t 
~ the Negroes' language 1n perfecti 

lansuase to suc perf cti 
Jan Dirkse, 

~WlC peopl.e, t le 
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ss. of X to Pranger, 30th Hay 1731. ••• He consider it necessary to 

·ecommend to Y.E. seriously to pay more attention than has hitherto been 

lone by Y.E.'s predecessors to the promotion of the discovery of minerals, 

lecause the condition of the land and its products demonstrate undeniably 

;hat it is very rich in gold I and we are ~herfore convinced that \Ii th 

10re industry (=diligence) it could be made into a second Brazil. 

In order to expedite matters in this connection , we would like to recomm­

end to Y.B. to take up contact with Brazil in order to arrange for the 

appointment of 2 or 3 persons working there in the goldmines,as hssiatanto 

in the service of our Company, on the promise that they would, in case 

of a favourable outcome, enjoy 25% of the profits. 

VIC 138 ; llertogh Correspondence. 

Pranger to Hertogh, 9th February 1732 ••• , Concerning the establishment 

at Fida, we repeat th~ t we would not like to expose the Noble Comp.'s 

effects and servants to the unsteadiness of the Nat ives ••• Concerning 

t he reconstruction of Y.H.'s lodge at Jaquin, I.H. should really try to 

spend less, and for instance make use of local carpenters, in the same 

way as we do here on the Gold Coast. Y.H. should never forget that there 

is nothing on this \;orld more important than our care for the general 

well-being of our I·lastcrs, the Hon. Directors 

(fol10\>/6: I:Invoice He rchandise Jaquynn): 

5000 
4.'30 
250 
100 
100 
150 
100 

Ps. pl<::.thiljos 
\Thi te ~- guinesen 
servetten 

20 
500 

2 
126 

11, 99 L, 

5,000 
180 

PS o silk atlassen 
shmrt iron bars 
mas red coral ad 3 Hk. 
yds. red linen 

')0 

caffaas 
e;raetjes 
lemeniassen 
native chint:? 
handkerchiefs 

Luilding materials: 
1 ~/hite mason (sic 1) 
1 blacksmith 
1 pair of bellows 
l.anvil 
1 spoar-hook 
4 hammers 
3 pliers 
2 croVlbars 
3 door-bars 
3 window-setters (1) 

Ibs . cO~lries 
,. gunpo\.der 

kelders Feench Brandy 
of 15 bottles each 

I corners (=1) 
1 bow-file 
1 soldering-bolt 

16 cm:ileiU.s 
12 files 

5,000 yellow bricks 
1 ·pjlbkOlaxe 
1 bench-vice 
I sovereign pliers 
2 bench-hammers 

1 bending-pliers 
1 cutting iron 
1 square 
1 three-bO\v (=1) 
6 hinges 
I pair of pincers 
2 eye-irons 

llertogh to Pranger, 21st Harch 1732 ••.• It is \Jit!'! the greatest regret 

th t I h~we to report that I don't see any chance to di.spatch the olStad 

en ].ande li , at prOS011t anchored here, wi thin a month, becp.use th" roads 

tho lund here arc quite unsafe aG a result of tllc continuing \·rar, and 

is brought here in 8 or 9 days, 'lit1, 

t thaI; the prices continue to rise. Consequently \-/e were com­

the slaves of mentioned ship 6 oz for the males and 4 

hope that I am doing this wi t11 Y.B.':3 permisGion, 

gives that permiosion to the Captains of ttc 
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Hertogh tp Pranger, 16th April 1732, ,Ion the Island of Appall. 

This is to inform Y.E. about the sad situation at Jaquin, where I was 

on 2nd hpri1 suddehly and unexpectedly attacked by the Dahommeese enemies, 

in a maImer which hardly gave me the chance to save my 0.111 life, and in 

my flight I had to leave behind my Ondercommies and both of my Assistants 

and other whi temen serving under me, \d th the exception of the foreman 

I \'lnO managed to escape with me and vlho joined me going to the island" 

of Lebee. But of those I left behind, my own people as well as the 

French and the English, I cannot tell the least news ••• On the 9th of 

this rJonth I left the island of Lebee and .lent to Appa, so that I am now 

on a safe island where no enemy can ever come, because there is no saf8r 

place where the Company could ever establish a lodge, and it is also 

quite appropriate for Trade. I have therefore asked Capts. Moy Lievens 

awl Jan Vlugt to come here to take in their slo.ves. Capt. Vlugt still 

has all his goods on board, and I sho.ll dispatch Capt. ~'loylivens (sic) 

as soon as he has his drinking-water on board with a number of 39 L}- Fs. 

slaves ••• 

Pranger to Hertogh, 9th August 1732. "0 We were informed by Capt. From 

of the OIGuineese Galeyll that Y.Ho tis of the opinion that the Portugueae 

have incited the King of Dahomme to attack the Noble Comp,'s lodge at 

Jaquin •••• If Y.H. is seriously convince d tha t the Portuguese are in­

volved in this 't/ay, Y.H. should inform us officially of it, because \ve 

can't take any measures on a vague supposition. \Ie \.ould also have 

liked if Y.H. had informed us with a little more deatil and accent of 

0~erything concerning the affairs l Costy, or at least noted what specific 

reasons cay have inst igated Dahomme to chase Y.n. in such an inimical 

r.w.nner out of his lodge "0 We were surprised to see that the IIStad en 

Londo" has been dispatched with only 394 slaves on board, and the IIAm­

r:tcrucuj)" shortly aftenvards with only 400, \·Thilst these vessels Vlere 

supposed to sail with fairly large ·armasoenen, co~sidering the large 

{lunnti ty of tradegoods \/e had shipped \1ith them, and vTe are the more 

"'.rpril:led about this as 'I .Y. \vrote that trade at :,ppa is so favourab l e:. 

Concorning Y.H.'s request for permission to build a lodge on the Island 

of '-,ppn, .10 wioh to make clear that we can by no means giv<! our consent 

to thot, because \vc do not \"Iant to charge the Noble Company \lith unnecccs­

ry expenses without a promise of considerable COn1I:lCrcial advutages, 

nd we consequently expect from Y.H. precise informations concerning 

(general) expenses, customery duties to be paid for slaveships a. Costy, 

th exact buying-pricus of slaves per head &c., because not only has 'l..L. 

4 a considerable declar8tion of costs fo~ thu mere repairs of Y.II.'e 

also bought for a long tine nO\l tho claves 

high price, on his own authority, whilst the slaves on the 

being bought at least * cheaper than a Cooty. It is also 

on the Gold Coast that \Ie have decided not 

to the leeward, but kept it nero, and \Ie 
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shall never again resolve to send any slave-vessel (to you) unless we 

get clear evidence that the Noble Camp.' is to profit from it. 

It seems to us also quite strange, that only Y.H. and his foreman have 

been able to escape, and that there was no such opportunity for Y.H.'s 

l~sGieurs and other whitemen, whilst one would say that their way to 

retire should have been open ' 0' and also that Y.H. has charge d Capt. 

FroJ;! vii th so many oral requests, wththout making the effort of writing 

a letter. For the tiTle being VIe only "mnt to remark that the Proposi tio.n 

to bribe Assiantyn to come dO\m to fight Dahomr.Je appears to us extravagant, 

in the first place because of the great distance between th~se countries, 

and secondly because it l/ould probably cost more than 500 Hk of gold to 

Qakc such an enterprise 

In case Y.H. sees no opportunity to dispatch the slaves Y.H. may in the 

Qeantime have bought or may be buying, we permit Y.H. to sell them t o 

the Portuguese for liquid gold, which Y.H . may send to us if there is 

a safe occasion, because here it is at present i mposs i bl e to obtain any 

gold of importance, and consequently our return-fre i gh ts to tho Nether­

lands are hardly worth mentioning 

Hertogh to Pranger, 26th Septembe r 1732 As for the reasons why the 

King of Dahomme has made war on us, I still can I t say anything "lith cert­

ainty, or even which Nation is most guilty in this respect; because sooo 

say that it is the English who are behind it, and others the Portuguese. 

Pc:rsoual l y, I can't believe that, because in the time that I \lQS at 

Juquin, I alone have given to the Dahomme robber more presents than all 

other Nations together. I believe that nothing but sheer poverty has 

driven him to it, thus maintaining his rapacious habits ; because hardly 

r.Jlf an hour beforehand vie didn 't knot. of anything, and all of us smf 

how the entire krom was occ1il.pied by the Dahol!lr.leese enemies within a 

quarter of an hour. They beat to death or shot anybody they r.lct, and 

because of the suddenness of the assault nobody was able to put up any 

'_Bist~nce to the enemy, and each just tried to save his life, leaving 

11 his property, and it is onl} in that way, and with the greatest 

difficulty that I managed to save my own life. 

Concerning the small nurilbcr of slaves dispatched per "Gtad en Lande" , 

Y .:c. must be a\'iare, thCl. t J;!ost of its goods were alread:,- on shore, as the: 

ehl.p was at the time lying in trade. As for the "i.r.lGterdaull , I s'101..:1d 

Bey that considc:ring its cargo it got quite a good ~s~, and Uis 

m inly because coots arc here not as high as at Jaquin. 11he11 I \"ras 

111 trading there the slaves were indeed quite expencive as a result 

competition of so r.lany foreign ships, their lfatitll:J being preparC:fJ 

or 8 oz. worth of goods, "/hilst their Goods are accouhtod 

price than by our COr.lpany; it '* also for that reason th,;; 

oed to bring their slaves to Jaquin and Fida, whicl! 

here. The Negroes of the Interior did 

now I aQ able to 
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supply to the Noble Compo better slave s for 5 oz, nhan in those days 

for 6 oz., because this place is much better situa ted for trade than 

Jaquin. If Y.E. really has the intention not to send any further ships 

~ither, I must request Y,E, permission for my resignation from the Comp.'e 

service 

Concerning the imprisonment of rJ.Y Hessieurs by the DahomDeese Robbers, 

that has of course not been done on my orders ; I only had ordered them 

to stay in the Noble Comp.' s lodge, so tho.t the robbers could not say 

luter-on that they had not found anybody there for their conservation, 

Lking that as an excuse to take tlwm for themselves. Y,E. may read 

everything about G1Y flight in the letters which I have l'eceived. fror.l Ely 

liessieurs from Ardera and Jaquin, and I can assure Y.E, th.tt I shall 

not loav, anything undone to get them released ~rom the enemies. But 

presently I must request Y.E . for assistance by sor,le Hess i eurs, aElong 

them an able person with some experience on this Coas t vlho knoHs hm. to 

treat the Natives here and who could be sent to the Dahomneese Robber 

in order to ask hin about the reasons for his behaviour. 

Concerning what I told to Capt. From, re quest ing him to report it to 

you, viz. the proposal to bribe the ~sBiantynse Negroes in order to make 

war on the Robber, I must explain that I received daily requests to tha t 

extent from the exiled Kings of Fida and Ardera, and also from the Chief 

of Jaquin and a multitude of other exiled Kings , who all hope tha t the 

Hoblo Compo may arrange for a sufficient war in which the nobber may be 

COLlpletcly chased a~Jay and defeated so that they may return to thoir 

COUll tries i they have promised to pay all the expenses on such a \.,rar i:l 

slaves for tho Noble Compo in the form of a contribution. But as Y. 3 , 

objocts to such proposal, I shall decline from further discussions on 

t 16 mutter •.• ~s Y.E. gave me permission to sell slaves to the Port~ 

ugucse tor gold, ~ shall endeavour to do so, and send the gold to Elmina . 

I have at present over 500 Ps. slaves here, who were supplied to DC by 

th· Negroes on credit, hoping that Y.E. \;lo1.11d Efon send a slave-ship to 

Je, but as I have now perceived the contrary, I have had to roturn theD, 

ot u considerable lOBS, to tho llegroes .'rather" than selling ~hem to the 

CJ tUr:;ucac, as tIw latter oro not yet coming this \w-y. 

I rtogh to Pronger, 18th October 1732 ••. On 17th of this Donth tho 

~b~ (service-boot) arrived hero, with on its bo,ud f,ssist~nt Carol 

loffmoeste:r t "'Iho had gone frou Fido. t..) Popo in order to \;JQi t there for the: 

1 t oP1JOrtunity which t1ight oflvr itself to go to ;'.PllU, ' lith" canoe 

• King of Popo he r.Jrulaged to catch up with the lr~_oot, \l11ioll he 

the high scas, aakinG the Capt. to be alloHed to retur!1 '!lith 

••• I shall aand the ;,ssistant on [\Dothor occasion l.l<lck tv 

y rcqucst to Y.E. to send me one or tuo ships, tiS 

seem to be good. Two Portuguese ahipa arriveu here 
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Pranger to Hertogh, 25th December 1732. ••• \J c very much doubt that Y.E. 

really did not know anything about the intentions of DaholilLlC up to half 

an hour before the actual attack ••• because perusing the account on that 

matter by Assiastant C.Hoffmeester, we find tha t a lready by 11 A.B. there 

\,ere rumours about the i rJpending war, upon 1I/hich he rJounted, on Y.H.'s 

orders, a horse, riding out on recognition. Having ridden for about half 

an hour in the eneuy's direction, and not being satisfied as he had not 

seen anything, h e sent a certain Negro \-Iho had gone \'lith him back. He 

then continued for another half hour in full gallop, afte r which he still 
.. properly 

could not diatl.nguJ.ah,o.ll ;, and then decided to return. So that, in 

Qur jpinion, at least three hours must have paosed since Y .H. had receive d 

the: fi rst informations, and ergo before the Dahowaeese army h a d covered 

that disto.ncc on foot at l e ast sone of the Coop. 's effects could have been 

brought into safety. The re o.re also rmaours that Y.H. has kept a larGe 

nunber of the serva nts i gnorunt about these developrJ<:mts, whilst t hey 

should have been informe d beforehand. But l e t us leave it at that f or 

the moment a nd cocment on the paragraph in which Y.H. states to be able 

to buy male slaves for 5 oz.., with ",hich we are very pleased. \I e pronisc 

to send the lILeus den'; to Ap pa, to be follO\-Ied three weeks later by the 

"Rusthoff;1 -~li th a c8r£i33:soen for 750 Ps. slo.ves- t o Appa, and \'10 t rust 

tho.t they will be dispatched rapidly, as the Trade a Costy s eeras t o be 

flonrishing. Y.H.'s r equest for the assistance of sonG other Mess i e urs 

clJburrasses us not 0. little, because not only are they at the (lor.Ient very 

Bcnrcc, there are sinc e some tihle also unanimous rumours tho.t Y.R. t reats 

his scrvo.nts not well o.t all, a rurilour vlhich s eeDS to be proved to be true 

hy Lho l a test events, when Y.H. saved himself with a forenan o.nd all tho 

black boys, leaving however the Messieurs i n the l odge to be d isposed of 

by DuhofilLle. Consequently everybody has got a gre.:tt aversion of ': .Ii., nay, 

thiL has gone so fo.r, that SOJ:W of them, whon we ho.d intended to send to 

'i.H. for service, prefer~ed to resign and return to the fathorlo.nd r.:tther 

thiJn to ho.ve to serve under Y. II. t s orders ... Yet, vie have found an Ondc r­

COrJl:lies and an Asa isto.nt prepnred to go, Hessrs De Haan and DOlli1iol, but 

we think that it ~lOuld be rather too danberous to send these t\-[O persons 0.2-.­

on. to Dahotmc, and W1'I the·refore expect that I.H. lvill also hasard SOlJC-

oody ••• 

.lIe 126; ilinutes El [1 ina Counc il. returned 
10th January 1732 ••• To-day the big .!.'.l_ndsb.o_o_y\lhich R.L. he,d s~nt on 

26th Noveober 1731 to Quito. to o.ssist the COLwo.ndur th~re, ~ .C.Hocth ) 

" 0 as a resul t of the the wars which were gru\/i!lC L1 extent in t~~<.~ ure:Co., 

folt conpelled to retire with the Coop.'s effcuts. Op:crcoL~ie0 ~lct 

tho.t it was true tho.t Hoeth had abo.ndoncd Quii..a on 4th IloverJbcr, 

with all the Coup. 's effects to littl" Poro. It 

whether it would not OL: bet tc:r to SULmon r.l~H"; 

the Cocp.'s effects, .. th~ro ~o good·ro~soL~ 

Littlo Popo' and Docause 
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on land there is as little security at Little Popo as thero is at Quito., 

o.nd it lIould ergo be unjustifiable to risk 0. sum of 37 1-Ik, bein£; the 

yo.lue of the goods remaining u i th this :'..s,si,stant; con,sidered also tha t 

it lIould, nfter the end of the present uars~ nluays be poss ible to re­

establish ourselves the r e , the more as tho Nobl e Compo i,s not in tho 

lco.st involved in these quarre ls, it \m,s resolved to s unmon Hoeth i ill'1ed­

io.tely to EIIJinn •• • \vl th order to erlbnrk 011 theilGuineose Gnley:l, expected 

soon froLl Benyn 

15th Hay 1732: D. -G., returned fr on his voyage to the Lou e r Coo.Gt, r ep·' 

ortcd on his nct ivitie,s a t Ac cra: tha t firstly he had ,sett l ed the disputos 

between our Negroes and the Dan i sh servants, and as the y were entirely 

in tho wrong, the would be compelled to rest itute c ompl ete l y 0.0.1 that 

they had taken a ... lay froIJ tho Danish Herchnnt Spnrre and his ,subjects. 
trader,s 

Secondly, that the Ackimse/had appeared o.t ~ccra wi th n clai o of 36 bendus 

H'lich they pretended the right t o receive after their defeat of the 

J\qunJilbocse, u,s monthl y ko,stgel.i (,sub,sistence money), which the Nobl e Cor:,p. 

ltLl.IJ always yaid to that Nation. That f.lentionecl claiIJ had final l y been 

reduced to an amount of 20 bendas, after 0. long series of conferences, 

und that this ruJount hn,s indeed to be pnid, a..s vlell ns ,for the future, 

one bendn per r.lOnth (just ns 'l'e used to pay to the /lqurunboese), on cond-

i tien thut they bring the trade to us, \1hich the~T .lere \.,.illillG to accc:pt. 

I!. l:: , wo.s the oore con6truned to ngre e to this convention, as oent i oned 

/,clar;Jse hud in reality already received their outsto.nding debts fron the 
be 

,n~liDh and the Dnnes, nnd if we had not agreod, it .,ould/to be fe~,rrGd 

thnt then those /. ckiIJce .lould only go tb ,. the Engl i sh and the Danes to 

t [" .. dp ••• 

~lf)t ILly 1732: l1eading of the J-uurnal kept by Ondc;l'ocester Bertros.1 Fro[, 

t1urlnG his voyage to I,ittlo Popo (sec Journul), and it \IUS \·Iit~l groat 

grot thnt tho usseoblcd menbers learnt that 0. cert~in French Capt. ho.d 

talct hir,l nt ~uitu, 0n 29th of lust rJonth, that tho rloi.Jlc Co~p. 's luc1.;~ 

t Jw";.uin \·m.~ totally rUll.llBd, -which was confirncd i)y o.notlwr FrcD.:h 

~apt, Lo. Pierrc·· with the: addition th~t all tho Cou~. 'u cf{cc~G had ~cun 

c .... ptur.::d. as \{cll 0.:'; the vlhiteD, with the exceptio •. 0 .. Ol'_'crcoLldies H. 

lto hud t..\I:on l'ct'uGe, \lith L'Jlothc.r whitcr.l.:ll, on t',c iol<l110 :IP}O. n.-G. 

prJ~oacd for consid~rati0n whether it would not be ~ctt r to send ~ •. _bl_ 

.~r30n hitb~r for further inforQution, and if pO~~~L~C, to Qc~ievc JO~O 

ind of rcdrcs~. 0..:1<1 it \IUS resolvJc to use Dcntic.lc Onder'lccatcr trkr ... tv 

t send hie \1i til the breD. t l.:l.lldsbout hi th r, ('>';:Lrin(, ul.n ;:.. t ~Lc 

tiQe to take, on his return, the r,~)Gu.i.ilinG Co p. f C ef.ccte, leg 

Boeth at Little Popo. 

D.-G. showed n certain attc.::tn.ti'JT! frot1 t~c ir,[.o..) 

Hoeth, and lt~oug~ it iG no 

has to c ch nsed (there) ru~' ... -
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SOlac enquiries are flJade about the manner in \.hieh thn t trade shoul d be 

ne!testablisheq."because so far Vie have flVel!y year got a good quantity 

of elephants' teeth, which we would miss if we \vere to afuish th<1t lodge 

altogether. According to Mr, From the Natives are very eager to have 

another merchant in stead of Hr. Hoeth, and it was therefore resolved 

to appoint mentioned From as Ondercommies ther e ... 
IIBKG 98; Elr:lina Journal. 

8th January 1732. 'l'o-day the great !a..ndsboo...1:, sent on 26th November a.p. 

to Quita, returned Vlith 4 letters from Hoeth, one dated 26th August a . p., 

reading i.a.: ••• Y.E. will doubtlessly receive more letters from me once 

the J:,ampi roads are again safe. I enclose some letters frol:! Jacluin, th" 

first of which has been with me for a considerable time; although I had 

dispatched it several times, it came every time bac:k, because the letter­

carriers could not proceed as a result of the inundat ions caused by the 

rising waters of the Rio Volta ••. ~round my lodge too, the water was 

i1half a man's height" •••• 

Furthermore one written at Li ttle Popo, 14th Decembei 1 731 ••• The Tapoeyer 

(mulatto) Van Laaster handed over to me Y.E.'s honoured letter of 27th 

Sept. . •• I may report the arrival of makelaer Amoe and Affoery on Lfth 

l'Iovcmber, vlith the regrettable result that all my subjects fled, and 

that everything 'vas set afire by mentioned makelaer; s people, so that I 

was compelled to abandon the lodge, after having brought everything inte 

Gafety. \Ii th the help of the carpenter of a passing Dutch ship and the 

cunoe of iir. Hall, the former merchant of the :::';ngl ish fort at flccra, I 

man::tgcd to get vii th the effects on board of the "Stad en I.ande ll , and 

stlilod to Jaquin. 'fhere Ilr. Hertogh told me not to disembark, but rather 

to go to Little Popo, and to t::tke care of the trade there till the "Gouc',c 

rut" h~d its required number of sla ves, ,'Ihich \/ould teJ;:e at least 2 mont~L; 

.0 I settled at Little Pa pa, where I ehall stay in tho lodge till the 

puL'vers at Qui ta (lre settled, All these troubles \/ould not have oceurr(J'~ 

if the interlovcrs Rhee and Kruysen had not mndo paluver with the Native~ 

lout their bringin~ their boats ~nd canoes on the river, and on top of 

that ao.tcd .... 8 pirates, panyarring three of my subjects, 01 I/hom ono \IUS 

snot dead in tho canoe by Capt. Kruysen himself. If it ~ad not been for 

tl.eta, I Iiould not have aballdonec1 the lodge. I have ha-d to suffer the 

rentest. wantonnoss of those two interlopers 1 ,.,10 brought thoir br.-TId), 

wi thou t asking me a. .... y thing in to the lodge, darinb to Guy tad. t 1. t . ):),/3 \:;::-_1.,' 

sters' tradinG post and not thut of th,] !Toble CO:TIr. The mate e ..... er. \'ort 

to tho extent of threatening mc to cleave my hc;ad. ':I.'ne· chace':: t,lc ::inu 

rom tho krom and molested the huts, frol!! Ihich tho:; taro t e \'ocd··\!or~;:, 

V they brought to their ships. 'lhey stoIc the I-,,\t::.vec· ~oats, aU! 

inS let me kno\~. through his son. tha t he ha' h~ _0 ra., the ~i· . t 

I have already sent a boy in ordc~ ~O invite m. 
to come to visit me and to fin~sh then the palav~c 

alrcad co to look mc up ~c 

~'.V.&a .aka 8.er,thiDS re d in order to 
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me there again. Caboceer Fiterre here also does his best to bring 

the ivory trade of Lampi and Quahoe here. At my arrival he immediately 

vacated his hut for me, saying that he hoped that Y.E. might be willing 

to let me stay here. We have already statted to cut wood for the con­

struction of my new lodge here ••• Ass istant Hoffmeester is very ill, 

and the others are already dead •.• 

Ilnd finally another letter, '.>Jritten at Little Popo, 15th De cember 1731.: 

••• To-day 1Ire learnt from the Negro Tinkoran, a son of Pieter Pasop, thCc-~ 

~~ f ,moe would have resolved to go to Fida, in order to make '.>rar on 

the Daghome, but that Caboceer Affoery did not want to decide on such 

an enterprise be fore all differends wi th j.gonna, Qui ta and Akudja 

have been settled. I let him know th*t Y. E . is very displeased with 

his ruining (_-!uita and departing from it \~ithout even settling the matter , 

something the Qui tase are very eager to do, as well as the J'.cc rase W:1O 

used to live there. And if, as was the case somewhat earlier, more 

Accrase had been here, one could have tried to reduce t he power of the 

Krippeeze a little, and leave the t rade to the Accrase, be cause this 

is a good place for trade. I would therefore like to re quest Y.~. to 

send some of Y. E.'s servants, who s hould order Amoe to stttle his 

differends \vith the aforesaid croms . I also leaxmt tha t the lodge vJaS 

Got afir e by the robbers, and t ha t nothing is l eft but t he wall. If it 

had not been for their robbery , I would not hnve been necessitated to 

bring the Comp; s affec ts into safe t y and to abandon the place. T\vo 

days before Amoe's arr i val 300 armed men from Agonna stayed at Quita , 

but they di d not molest me in the leas t, al t hough I let the Capt. i n 

the crom several times know that he should come to se c me, as .n earlie r 

occunionn he used to do, but he dared not t o come, and an soon as he 

learnt about tho arrival of Amoe and Affoery, he fled with all his m811, 

3nd for a consi~erabl o time no Quitase could b8 found anymore in the 

crom • 

. letter from C.lPt. iloilives, writ ten at Lit t le Popo, 16th December 1731 : 

••• :lrri ved 8th IJovel!lber at Qui tta , \'ihe r e I found Capts. De ilhee and 
Hoeth 

!'ruYGGen • .• ssiE;tant/llas on board of Capt. Hop's ship I took at once 

the Cow~.'s goods on board, and continued fuy voyage to Jaquin, wher~ 

I arrived on 12th J:~oveulber. He found thc.re 15 ships, Dutch, 2nc;lish , 

l '"cneh and p()rtuguesc. I g!l)t there orders to bring ;',s::;istant Hoath to 

i'OPU, \/hare I arri veel on 30th llovember • • 

Dn-l a letter from Capts. Jac. De Rhee and Van del' Cruy.ssen, \/ritten on 

loard of tlw frigate 'll'ilhelmina", off Little Popo, 15th Decerator IT51: 

• •• \,'0 arrived on the ~ui ta road.s on 19th IJ ovem )er in ordor to trade 

there, but it haf~elled tha t the Negroen ~moe an~ "ffoory arrived with 

all their lilon in the crom of ~uita, and <:til the ::r i ppecf.l. ,'0 roc_~ f l eJ. tc 

othur side of the river on some islands. :Plle ~furesaid ilegroe .. 0., 

A06istant lioeth requested us to give thl.l:l our canoe and our 

use otheruise they would not be abl.:: to reoist thE; enemy. 

vossels to aforesaid Hegroes, ')ut a cer 4 dajG , '.,hUll tll-,. 
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sa~T that they could not defeat their enemies, mentioned Negroes told 

Assisnant Hoeth that they had run out of victuals, that they \vould burn 

the crom, and that Hoeth would have to leave, with the Compls goods, on 

board of t4e ships, that they were not able to protect him against the 

other Negroes ••• het hherefore requested us the use of the canoes for 

bringing the goods from shore, which we allowed him to do, in order to 

help him. let that time the hoeker-ship "Hooglander" of Capt. Hop arrived, 

and to him Hoeth trusted his goods i two dd.ys afterwards the "S tad & IJande" 

arrived, wgich took him to Jaquin, where he had the impudence to say that 

we had been the cause of his evacuation of the lodge, against which we 

must protest in the strongest terms 

11th January 1732 . To-day we wrote to Hoeth : .•• It is with the greatest 

surpDise and regret that we learnt fr om Y.H.' s letter that the crom sub­

ject to Y.H. was invaded by an J\k im army, and that Y.H. was compelled 

to evacuate the place •... Y.H. has however endangered unnecess arily the 

Hobl e Comp.'s goods and effects, and if they had been stolen nobody but 

you would have been held responsible for that, because Y.H. has not well 

observed Y.n.'s duty to inform us continuously in detail about the 

progress of war in that area, and about the dangers to which the Comp.'s 

effects would be exposed i n case of approaching war-activities, which 

would have enabled us to take in time the appropriate measures •.• 

~nd as we learn furthermore from Y.H.'s let te r of 15th December that 

Pmoe and the Akimmers have the intention of marching on to the Leeward 

in ordor to make war on Dahomme, i t may be assumed that war in that region 

is not going to be brought to an end quickly, and that trade for the time 

being will remain poor. We therefore think it bettor not to risk the 

Comp.'s goods any further, and to have them brOUGht back hither. 

2 rd January 1732: received a letter from Oppercomwics Elet, Adcra, 

informing us of the death of Ass istant Stockhuys at Temma, and further ­

more about some palavers betveen the Akimse and a certain mountain-negro 

called Quasje concor,ning l1 het landtbouwen van LogU!nn (litt. the land­

buildinG (or al3r:i.cultllre) of lodges); also that he had :;one \vith the 

linGl ish merchant to I'emma in oruer to see the lodge "'hich he had built 

thcre •.• thtire was not yet any gun mounted on it, and t~at was also the 

rca~oo why th0 ~nglish mcirchant had been uont on that mission by his 

fGcnt::>, because the~ had lCdrnt thc.t he, Opperccmnies,vfas building a fort 

thoro. Finally he syas that he has brou~ht about some impediments in 

tho con::>truction of tile Danish lodge at Groat !funLo 

2nd l.pril 1732: ,1rote the follO\Iinr~ circular letter to the Lee\'iD.rd fact·­

ries: "In vic\v of the fi..i.ct that as a result of t!e co];linu tilrough of tlc 

iantynse 'l'raders th.::re has becn SUCll ::. ("vat d'Jnl~u1(l :Lor flintlocks '1;1i t .• 

=7), that all the remaining olles !l:J.VC alrecldy bOCl, solt~ 

is to request Y.H. to send all those ~lhich may still Lo 

as soon as possible to Elrnina, a.s tile:; are there G:::-~;:·t­

furthering and continuation of L;lC '.ilave Trade ••• ' 
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18th l pril 1732: Received a letter from Assistant Hoeth, dd. Little 

Popo, 5th lcpril : 01 • • • On 20th of last month the King dif Quita asked me 

to c vme there in orde r to se ttle the pa l a ver ; I sent back to him the 

Hobl e Comp .'s slave (sic), i n orde r to l e t h im know tha t I would not 

come before they would have roofed my lodge a gain and they have rest­

itut ed t he saibt which vras stol en by t hem, and t hat if t hey did not do 

that, tha t I ,,,ould close the camienje ' (Port. : Caminho = path,road) to 

hi m, so tha t he 1J ould not be ab l e to ge t a singl e basket of millhlio 

( = millet , corn ), upog which he l et me k now that he wa s wil l ing to 

settle t he mat ter, if Amoe we r e s a tisfie d wi th it • .• I think t ha t I 

can make a good l odge here at Popo , wi th t he he l p of Cab oc eer Quam ( ? , 

not qui te l egi bl e), a lH nase 1IIho he l ps me ve r y much i n eve r y t h i ng . 

28th April 1 732: \i ro te the f ollo;,Ting i ns t ruc tions for Bertram Fror.:t , 

st<rgeon: Once a rri ve d a t Li t'c l e Popo Y.H. i s to transmit our lette r 

to ~ssistant Hoeth, and a sk him i f he i s going to obey our orders or not. 

Even if Ass i stant Hoeth r esist s , Y.H. s houl d compe ll h i m to accompany 

Y.h . as soon as poss i bl e, even, i f necessary, by forc e and t he he l p of 

the nat1ves. On the way back Y.H. s houl d call a t Quita, and fi nd out 

from the Natives why the Comp.'s l odge thG re was robbed and burnt, and 

whether Ass i stant Hoe th i n one way or t he other has been the c a us e of 

it. Declarations which the Natives may make on ~ss is tant Hoeth shoul d 

he accepted under the usual oaths of the l and • •• 

21st ~ugust 1732: rece i ved a l e t ter fr om Opperc ommies El et, Ac cra: 

Heceived Y .E. 's l e t ter of 11 t h HUgust concerni ng iir. Hertogh' s 

request transmi t t ed to Y.E. by Mr . From ••. We readi ly believe that 

~entioned gentleman woul d very we l l know what to do wi th the persons 

he requested for: it i s crystal clear that H.ll. has no good i ntent i ons 

Ii til thl:m at all, because he intends to use them as his deputies to tho 

I lUg uf Duhomme, something for whi ch he c ons i ders hiD slaves or 

blwcks too good, whilst that Ki ng seoms to be a barbari c man, carryi ng 

or. a \Tar J.cuinst iir. Hertogh alone, and not agai nst Jaquin or uny other 

tione, nnd also not setting any of the Compo 's servants free after his 

uttack on the lodge and their subsequont capture. It is clear that there 

·xiote nil 1rreconcilablc hatred behlecn ·t:,~m (and Vie arc fully aVlare thc.t 

,l arc on tll~" Coa::;t quit", a number of unreusonClble people), but never 

!l. OllC ')el:n found so murderous as not to be \Iilling to save [lny souls. 

u if H.II.'::; re1luect was based on a certuin Christian duty, H.H. should 

v put thCll. on paper Y.E. has really treated 1l.1I. too gcne rol..sly , 

"tin~ po:si tivo t r ut hs \Ihich no\~, to tho contrary, uh)ea.r to be bU2-

~ (_7, French· bagatelle" := small, unimport[cnt ,atter). II.H. suys 

16<.1 t,HH 1.. " hac llev"r provided him \lith proper and €,o-a s(;;rvants, apart 

tKO, viz. Hoffmeestor .:1.rd Chevalier. linfortu.nstely theE. c a1'(;. 

two, if I/O IJUY say so, and if ,- .E. may not knol" cveryth1ng u.>out 

the t wo ""reat e s t r ascal s ever sent by Y. JO 0:- ;.i..> predccccs-
~ to a l l of us , 

It is also c lear/from reports, that II.H. has never uGed an~ 

t rade of the Noble Camp. • • • and .,IC find it 
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diffic ult to advise Y. E. to s end t hi the r an honest serva nt ; but as it 

se ems t o be necess ary t o do that in case o f deat h or desertion, we 

humbl y advise Y.E. to send as many servants as ma y De required, but 

to ins i s t t hat t hey sho uld not Let thems elves be a bused. If Hr. Hertogh's 

pride had not c ome Defore his f all , and if he ha d not said that he di d 

not \·ran t t o have any t h i ng t o do wi th Y.E . and \'1ould s end his petitions 

strai gh t to the Ne therlands , Y.E . coul d have tri e d t o f ind ou t if he 

r eally nee ded t wo bl a ck mas ons and two bl~ck c arpent ers ••• next time 

he may ask for a tailor 

22nd hugust 1732: wro te t o Oppe r c ommi es Overbeeke at Axim: ••• a s we 

see that Y.H. :is lof t he opi n i on t hat the Company s hould e f f ectively 

establish a lodge a t ~ppa, we would be ready to agr ee wi th y.n., i f 

the following reasons were not prevent i ng us fr om such agreement : 

firstly, Opperc ommi es Hertogh has now f or a cons ide r abl e t i me been 

buying male slaves for pri ces up to 6 OZ , and femal e s l aves up t o 4 

oz., without having received the least permi ss i on t here to, a matt e r 

about which we have wr i tten t o the Hon . Di rectors. Secondly, from a 

letter from the Chamber ,Ims t e r dam, of 23 r d i·lar ch , i t appears tha t on 

titl) averaee the slaves are sold i n l,merica for not more than f l 230.-, 

~rg.o. fl 10. - (coastal value) less than Hr . Hertogh spends on t ;lem , 

without even declar i ng the extra costs I Thirdly, IIr. liertogh sel ls 

nothing but very expensive merchand i se; Fourthl y, slaves can be bought 

here on the Gold Coas t for prices more than ~ lower , and f i fthl y , the 

l'c:pairs on his l odge at Jaquin alone have cost not less than 21 i·r;( 5 0 2;., 

and we would l ike to know what would be the cost of Duilding a new 

lodge. Concerning the servants lir. IIe rtogh asks for, ~' .II. thinks 

tha t the" should be sent ; upon this it should be re.i1nrked, that it is 

60mevhat surprising that acco~ding to reports he, Oppercommies, his 

oversecer and a large number of h i s black servant s have managed to 

escape, whilst the whitemen who were u~der hin did not have that opport­

unit:,r, and that dpparently he seems not to be concerned about the latter 

1.11 the lC1J.st) on the contrary he r equests immediately for nevI ones. 

ur0over, sending such scrvants to the ~ ing of Dahommc seems to us 

13<11.1<'\[110. L d r.gc rous .. • 

1 th lIovcm)er 1732: received a letter from the .Ior. :,gents at Cape Coas t, 

lIhl.ch had "een scnt to them by onc of the~r servants at Fida, ono 

~dward Deane. (or i ginal. trnnGscript in .~ngl:"l..ih) I ••• I \-IaS a while <.1.(;0 

t J\rdrah, \lherc ::: had thc Illortificat~on of sevino se,cl'all of 'air 

co lle in confincment. The Dahof.Jr.le' s Treatr.lent off thwn in such tr •• ,t 

s obliged them to U,je 0.11 wan'1er of means for roco' _rL,,,, thcj r :'ibcrts:' 

b applyd to I.le to l,e l p the!:l in thosu nocesuitys, .. ut \olhen ! held J", •• c 

Utmost, I ,.,as Rlrcmpt or ily r cfus ed the i r being ~eloascd. he trutl. 

hay done whut he i o sorry for & ho~e~ to h1tt (=1,sic) 

in Jacquin again by kc ... ping those l,e; hUE \-/itt. h1r.~ . 
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Pinto, the Portuguese a t Jackin, has by promising the King to prevail 

on You too do it gott the King to promise him their elargement in little 

time. J ut to be sure, this is not be fore t he ~ing se es some hopes of f 

the pe rformance off this promise. ;;r . IIartogh docs all he possibly 

can & they shall not .Tant any relief that ' s in my pm'Ter to give them, 

but i n case Your Honours sho-c<ld not care to settle a t J-ackin as t he 

King has desired, the r e is but one ld ay " 0 if Y .Hs . 1;lould send one 

of Your Ships to slave and pay Cus tome s here or at Jackin, I dare say 

iff propper applications wer e Qade , the Ki ng would much r a t he r se tt 

Your People a tt Li ber tey than disoblige You a t thie J uncture • • . 11 

17th lI ovember 1732: Re c eived. f rom El e t a l e t ter, de1. I,c c r a 1 2 th Octooer : 

I humbl y report t o ,[.E . that at the arr iva l of the Akimse makel aer 

hero the Commanders of al l three fortresses , I a s we l l as the Dani sh 

and the j:;nglish, have given a cons i derabl e present, try ing i n this 

way to attract therJ to trade. ~'he one who spends illost can expect the 

best trade, and I therefore request Y.E. to provi de me wi th some presentu 

for th<, t purpose, and also to give me pe r mis s ion to buy each box of 

sal t for 4 Angels , as this could be done \v i th great prof i t to the 

Hoble Comp., because although its quality is poor, i t i s sold at very 

high prices, and i f the Compo were not to buy mo r e salt, its etocks 

might easily finish 

24th Ilovember 1732~ from Ondercommi es ~mel ius , Dout1'y : •.• th~t th0 

i~nglish iierc hcl.ntl3 at ]) i xcove had told the Hegroes of Boes\va that the~' 

should stop ho i st i ng the Dutch flag in their village, and that if the~ 

continued to do so, t hat they would come theuselves to lover i t ..• 

~nglish captains pass i ng mentioned Crom have in fact s everal tioes 

hoiated t'1Cir fl ag the ro, but it has always been pulled do'lll agai n 

'y the Negroes ••• 

.)th Deceraber 1732: received a bundle of letters frolil Oppercomr.lies 

Hertogh, amonr; them one vlri t ten by Onc1erc omr.1 ies Urn . Cars tares, dd. 

Hrdruh, 7th hUGUSt 1732, addressed to him, He rtogh, • •• Doubt lessly 

'{ .II. must hav" learnt from .Jr. Hoffmeester that the King has rele::lI3ed 

him wld alloved him to go (with) de Pinto to Jaquin, on th~ request of 

tho Game de Pinto, and I could ulso have h€en released 1f I had follo\lec:. 

the same method, that is, begging de Pinto for it. uut I preferr8d to 

remain a prisoner roth]r than to address w~sclf to the one who ie ~.U.'_ 

slTorn enemy, he.;uuse Y.H. IJJUst very \Iell undoTf::t~'-nd, th t if one \Junts 

to please de Linto, onehas to damn Y.'-L to his do\:nf.:lll, uhicl. has never 

been D1 J inte:ntion, although others, \:ho "'-1'0 as "JUch 001iged. to -:.E ., 
ve done tL~t. rron the enclosed attectati n Y. I. oan sec lily cincerit 

achieve my relodGc throug~ thc intorvcntitn of the ~nglich 

who does indeed his utter JC'st the:reto, 1.Ot only for De, uu 

other peo~le here. The Porl..uguec <lnd the Frencl~ D .. l'r~ 

a pa1aver with thc :;;ngliu Govcrnor, but it -.'ill 
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be of no avail to them; they say that he is following Y.H.'s footsteps, 

and that he has the intention of ruining the country. 

and arlOther one, from C.T.Hoffmeester, dd. Jaquin 1st August 1732, also 

addressed to Lr. IIertogh ; ••• Fortune has ;)e en good to me, because 

Director de Pinto has requested the King of Dahomme, or rather the 

Robber and Muiderer, to release me, which indeed he has allowed, but 

one the condition that I would go to Jaquin and write from there t o 

Y.!!. that I or any other Dutchman may establish the trade there, and 

that in tha t case he vl0uld be willing (if an express request \vere to 

be sent to him, Dahomme (sic), by H.E. the D.-G.) to release our three 

remaining friends. viz. Ondercommies Carstares and the ;\ssistants 

Chevallier and Kleyne Jan (Little John), whom I had to leave in Ardra 

in a desolate condition. The blacksmith and the mason died there 

miserably; but as I presented to ~nthonio de Pi nto that I could not 

do such a thing without Y.H.'s permission or write about it to H.E ., 

but that on the othol' hand the D.-G. ahJays agrees with all that Y.II. 

may find good to do, he (de Pinto)_ has agree d to let me send. this 

l etter to you in secre~, and I therefore reque s t Y.II. humbly to 

comm~6sion him to sollicit also the releare of the other three from 

him, and to let him t his time really show that he has all sorts of 

reopect and friendship for Y. H. (vIho has always proved his friendship 

to him). nay, offer ing tho. c he \-lill do anything Y.H. may request from 

him, even though Y.H . may be persuaded that he i s a different kind of 

person. As for the war, he took God as his witness that it had not 

been his fault, t lk\t he may perhaps have the name (of having caused i t) 

but that others had really done it, and he promised that one day ho 

uould tell Y.H. which whiteman is really guilty of th i s war; that Y.n. 
should consider that his lodge too VIas ruined and that consequently he 

'</0.0 ovring a ereo.t number of slaves t o the King Dahomme, and that he, 

anQ other ~ortuGueso captains who were at that t i me on shore, had lest 

enoug~, •.. and thnt he wished that Y.H. may ~e i n good health . 

.•. I shall nov try to g ive an account of what I know; on tho day t lut 

there \101-e ramourD of the "Iar, I left, on Y .H. orden:;, the lodge at 

::l.Jout 11 .il on horso·-back, in order to make a recognition of the 

~osition of the enemy. I rode for about half an hour in the direction 

of the enemy, but not being able to perceive anythinG ~ut a big cloud 

of dust and tho sound of Hegroeo' drums -\"Ihich cOr.1pelled mo to let go 

the Iletjru Lussa, \lho \la3 with me, because he VJCJ.l3 ufraid- I \ient on 

for [tnuthu. ho.lf hour, in full [.::.llop, and could then see a fOI! uto.nd­

ards, ~ut because of the great dust-cloud I could not sec \~lethor it 

WQ~ ~ ~ig ern! or not. I therefore decided to ad~aDc0 yet a little 

fJore lIith my horsc, Jut at that mOLlent a p_trty of i1ccrocs arLiCd .. !it 

muskets came towards me. I turned thcr~forc, ond gave the spurs to ~ 

horse 1 the~r sent SOl,lO shot after L1C 1 but t'ley did not chont \-1i th J<-<ll. 

WWi ncar th0 Croe, I sa\! i.ccra with sOrJe :legrocs, anel I askc"l 

Y .H.l as, and tiley told me that I better go to the beach tc. 

ut as my horse was cOLlpletely \forn out, I i-wnt to ,,-1(, 
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Lodge iii o1'(lUr to to.ke nnothor horso; but o.rri vint;' ther<1 I did lO.Ot 

find any, not even any Negro, but only Carstario, Chevall i or and two 

tradeom~n, 0.0 woll ac Li ttl e John. I thorufore told thoe to l o ck the 

front and back doors, because tho onemy uac closo-by, o.nd then I uent 

out with the horso in ordor to l ook for Y.H., ~ut whon I had roo.chod th~ 

Q<i:oo. t Troe, I \lO.O suddonly surroundod by tho enemy. I uas uo.do a CClpt::. , 

ana I ho.d to spond the night, with oy horso, und~r th~n2ke d sky, Sl~ ~Pl_­

on thu ground, and without getting anything to eat or to drink. The 

folloving 80rning I wont through thu cruJP, and I found t hat thore woro 

o.pc:.rt froe tho iii VOG o.nd chi ldren, not <.:von 4, 000 [Jon . I sml thctt Pa:m: 

and hio Bor.lbo., th" co.rpcnter o.nd Locko, tho li idgot, hL".d alBo ~)oon po.nycl~'· 

o.l1d procoQding I;]Y recognition tour of tho Co.up , I discoverod do PL_to 

u i th so von Portugueco , tho BnglilJh Horchant iioor \Ii tll hio ovorSCQor ~i1c1. 

0. SOo.r.lal1, o.s 'doll a s La Pierre "'Iith thro e men of his I'Tntion, o.nd finelll;' 

Carstaris, Chevallior, J an o.nd the two tradeGa~n, who were with Uon=r~l 

Agau, uho was at that tico engagod in 0. long conversati .n with de Pi nt0: 

afturwards do r into wont to h i s l odge. Dut t ho o t hor seven Portug~ec0, 

the :. :ngl ish, t he French nnd th u Dutch \/erl) cor.1pe llec1 the SLU;lO day to 

unrch without food and drink, and in the gro~test he~t thro~gh 0.11 sorte 

of obstaclos,liko riv0rs,to Ardra, and onco o.rrivo d thore nppenr before 

tllO Kir;.g. Ho troutod us to SO[10 Dittau (pita) and Liquor, nnd o.cb;d 

for I .II .. , assur ing us that Y.E . ulon(; \IUS the cause of t he \lar, for 

huving sent prooents to Co.boceer ~moe i n ord"r to convince hiD to uake 

\1o.r on h i D, Eing. !.fte:r this \'Te \Jure brought to the: -'lllGl ish ,socond L~.: 

o~Fida who had stayed for Doro th~n throo Donths with the ~ing of 

DahohllilO , and \lho had traded vIi th r:1Uskets, pouder o.nd cOHries. The 

throe FrOllChE10i: ,iere lodgod sepur:J.tely, but \1(; ))utCllr.l0~1 and th.; ceve' , 

rortuguuso \lere put in the hut of Cabocoer TaQoingo.n. Throo do.y c l ~t~ .. 

th" ~nglish Governor c arlo , upon \Jh ic h hie 00conc1 loft ir.modio.t61y, etC 

vcll ac de Pinto, the French Socond of Pida, as vol 1 0.8 u spocial cnv ~ 

of Director Bazil. lie asked thu EnGli sh Governor to sp00k fo!' us, 

requcstin3 our relcusc, but o.lthough all tho othurc \Ier~ re:lcQsed, vo 

had to otny,in spite of his nnd de P i nto's ruquests. It was wit~ 

the Greatest joy that we received Y . li.'s letter, und I suvo to t~~ 

.;n/Slich Gov"rnor [ill account, \Jritten in Gerl]nn, on the \lar, si~'ned I):' 

no and Carstaris, but the English Governor saye th.:-t it sot lost. 

\10 nskud :liu to lot for God's sake u let'i;"r \Irittoi. by us be trc,~sI:!i·~t.:_ 

to Y.h., but ho did not wnnt to do that, m.d h" has nlDo kupt throa 

lettQI's \I~lich vIe Ilrota to the Gl.nl.l'~l. Please, ask de l)into to lot z:.r­

go to :'Pl,n , or porcu::tdu hilJ ::'.t lanst tlw.t thu·- let LlO [0 to .'.ppo. ai1c~ 

rotUJ:!1, GO tho.t I iJo.J • ho.v,,- tllu occo.sion to disc-..1CB r.lc.tte;l'C \Jith .:' . ::., 

QIld act in accordc:.llc0 \'lith Y.I:.'s dl.sir05 ~,I'.d vi",]c, 1.,oC:1.1.<3e r kl~O\i 

t nt th~ King foals cobarrnssed with our p.:llavcr I C l'lc1 - .:u:I cOnViilC (c':: 

"ill adrJit u Dutchoo.n at F'ida, in orelL-r to trud~ th0r._, ~lt." 

tho desire of the '::::11.:;lish GOVal'D.Or. I r.CLV_ 

haro, and found th~'t it could ceill :c. r.JcoGni...;ou a- C.t 
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o.nd 1rTi thin t\·/o Llonths it could be b rought into its forth.:r state. Tho 

oerchundise have 0.11 fnll on into th~ King' s hnnds, including evon tho 

flo.g, und I could them s ec being cnrrie d off by tho:; Do.hoomcsc every dny. 

:.t present I um poor und misernble, but I "JOuld spend I:ly lust drop of 

blood in Y . H. I S service in ordor to t o.ko rl:vengo for this vmr. ilThin 

John is no", tho mns t er of the k i tchen ll (Dutch proverb) nnd there nre 

ncith~r covlrios, nor brundy, but I Dust s ay that iir . de Pi n to is not 

in o.ny V1D.y betto r off. I do not doubt that Y.H. ,<.rill s how his i n - bvrn 

nobili ty nnd fnr.lOus humnni ty to r:lY poor nnd misernbl e fr i e nds, nnd 

reoo.in my esteemed pu tron ••• 

15th Decocber 1732 : Re c e i ved from Comoi es Gnwron, ~pnm , 0. l e tter dd. 

12th Decembe r : ••• To-duy nrrived from Accrn SOEle 131nves, nlilOng theD 

0. Funtynse Negro who used for 0. long t i me to CODe to trnde nt t his 

fort, and \'Iho o.ctuo.lly st ill OV1CS DO 0. benda, but ;'Iho, ns he snys, wns 

punyurrec1 by t he Accrnsel'legroo s \,I i thout nny VCll uo.b l u reason, und sold 

to 0ppercoomi es El e t . But ns this Negro hns onny friends i n Fantyn, in 

particulL,r nt t.d ja, o.n d a lso i s 0. boy of tho Co.boceer Kusie J\doe, it i s 

to be fearud t ho.t if this Negr o \,ero to be sent u';lay froj~~ this Const 2.8 

(l sL:.ve, this lilnJi hnve very serious COl1sEl,quences. I therefore hc.ve 

to.ken the: liberty, on tho u r gent r e quest of SOI;lO of hdoef' s (?) Hegroes, 

us he is not here h i mself, to take some of thuse Necroes here i n So.f0= 

guard in tho fort T'<lo dnys ngo tho Aki rilse hnve put into e ff ect t he ir-

intentions conc erning the Aquo.nboese, and m:'.dv o.go.L1 1IIar on then, 

clenring this sto. to o f Aqu nmboeso nnd Fo.ntynsc, burni ng ~.J?.:~.E: ..... ,::!. tho 

beQch-croms ncnr Dercoe 1IIhich nre subject to Cnboce~r ~ussi Adoe, 

dragging. out thv llcgroes 1IIho "lere thL: r o, nnd tnl;:i:l[j tiWl,1 \~i th ther.!, 

\/hich, ,1(; hope, r.lo.y be to the groat benefit of tho Tro.c1u nt t. c c r o. (sic 

I also rece ivecl C\ ruport fror.1 Acc r o., tho.t SOGIO (or eV011 0. great nunber 

of) !'quru;lbocsc nnd Fetoe I3ercoese hnve: ;lnd to retire bufore the Aki uGe. 

and th~d; thuy were t h0re received by Ol.,r Commnncer, ~Jitll the help of 

tho Iiatives, nnd tnken into cust ody in our fortress 

16th Dccer.lber 1732: ':lro t e to Go.wron: • •• I Ctlll surprised that Y.H . took 

on Y .H.' sown nuthority such actions concurning suL1ebody else's slo.vee, 

t 0 more o.s thu one o.bout Y.II. urote i n pnrticuLlr us G grent crook nnd 

I thurcforo order you to send th~t oo.n, ns vell ns 

\>lithout delny hither, and assure ~·ou t112.t o.ny trouble \/;licc. 

out of this will bu imputed to Y0U ••• 

17,2: Rocvived 0. lottur frou ~aet, .cera, dd 22nd D·.;c.: 

ivlll. heru I found mntters in such confusion, that th] 

INfU9J'1ty can no longer be maintainod by ~le, bein only inf"ric.r 

just to correspond wit Y.~. about 

JUt fo ts nr no occu i 
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required here, in orde r to settle the now lo~g-last~ng difforends nmong 

the surrounding lIatives und to negotiate \v i th the Akir.lse for a treaty. 

Some extraordinary presents will be r equire d, such as beautifully braided 

cloths and dito hats, big chairs encrusted with silver &c., with \1hic h 

the Dunis h Governor has already a dvance d us, a nd which ho.s ho.d the effoct 

that the hatred vhich the Akimse fost e rdd a go.i ns t t Ilem has virtuo.lly dis­

appeare d 

PS: Kindly excuse me f or not s endi ng an i nvoic e wi th the 50 boxes of s~lt 

vhich go hereby, bec o.use most of ~y servant s o.r0 s ick , o.nd t o-do.y thore 

:i:s an infinite n:\lL"1be r of i>.k i Llse i "l the Cr olil . Tho co.rpente r vJho vTUS co.pt­

urdd at TeLlLla arrived, thank God , safel y i n this fortr ess . Tomorrow the 

troth,"r of tho Ki ng of AkirJ vJi l l C O~lO hero. Hi s nD.ElO is Oers Aki n. 

\! 1C 126 ; Iiinutes of l<.: lmino. Counc il ; 

15th October 1732; From the correspondence betweun D.-G. o.nd OndurcoLlc i es 

Van Es.sen, \-1110 is at present i ;l cOI:ilruo.nd of t he Noble Cocp. is lodge i n t he 

Eenyn, it appears tha t the King there is no longer acting i n the l east i n 

accordance with the articlos of the Tr eaty the Compo oa~ with hi Ll on 

26th Auc;us t 1715 ••• and no,'1 trades with \<Thorn ever he: likes? Portuguese, 

Jonglish und othuro, no longer wanting to have any goods to spec,k of fron 

thv Noble Comp. Hay, o.part froD the frequent cooplaints we r eceive about 

hin froPJ vo.rious l;lCrch~'.nts, we nrc also inforued tl!~_t h i s subjects steal 

frOB the Coup.'s l odge, und tha t our servants have to s uffer al l sorts of 

injustice, uithout be i ng o.b l e to find r edress of their gr i evances , such 

na nbout the protection they offer to t:lC Coop.' s run-(l.w~y slaves • •• 

ne turns froo the Denyn o.ro small : l ast yeo.r not moro t han about 10 ,000 Ibc 

of ivory o.nd ~.r . .::.Y.?2-..!-. \.ere bought th0re, and in vic\! of t h," Dul t i ]Jle i ntC) r­

lopers wbo fr0 ~ ucnt that area, it is not likely th~t th0 situut i on vill 

buaocv any bvtter. For these reo.sons D.-G. sugGes t e d t hat Dent i oned 

1 d e could be o.bandoned, and t o bring the hing t o r uason in soue other 

w y, without r isking thv so.fvty of th" servants, and on th -.: oth0r hund 

t at tion one of thu Comp.'s servants in th" mouth of the r iver, in 

o dwr to prevent Portuguese ships coming f rom 1lho. de Principe and St. 

hom' from tro.diag there. Aft,"r deliberation it \IC.s res olved to send 

ro merchandise to th0 Denyn, considvr i ng th~t ivory is at the wornent 

adud nowherv clso but i n th" Denyn •.• and thCtt D~ltisfo.ction should be 

"1U.l~iod frotl thv 1-1ng about the inj uries his subj ects helVe done to the 

our Cocp., ••• and furthurUiore tho.t o.ccorclin.=; to the Contrac t 

Noble Cor.lp. was never oblig"cl tu buy thvru o.ny gULl or r"d-uOlId, 

tho Compo would not send core them one ship per ~'cQr t :!i thvr. 

to convince th," I:ing to agrc ... with this, ho 

nbondon the lodge. 

t.U1 Attostation by the uituso I1o.tives an 

y Ond rco~ioGon Fro 
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accusation of malvorsation made in montionod attestatmon and who thor 

anoth~r lod3~ should be built at ~uitD. It was rosolvod not yet to 

prosocuto monti unod Assistant, and also to wait with tho construction 

of a nO\J lodge Dt Qui ta in vio1;! of the, daily rULlours about continuous 

\-JUrs in tho ~ntire aroa of the Lowor Coast. It is ovon said tho. t .'~qUD.m­

boose poachors havo ~ntirely spoilt tho Dutch lodgo of Opporcommios Elet 

at Tomll1a, and chasod th0 whitos a\'lay from it, and also that SOrilO ],kirasG 

Nogroes havo robbod Dnd killed quito recontly all tho inhabitants of 

a village called Injan, situutod botwo0n our fort at Dorcoo and Accra 

(Le.. Nyinyanu). It wets thur"foro not considorod advisable to build 

mention0d l odge, a nd t o oxposu tho Comp.'s goods to such dangors ••• 

31st January 1733; D.-G. read out two lotters ,Jritten from ,Jaquin and 

Ardra on 1st and 9th Septemb~r 1732 by Ondorcommios Carstaris and Assistants 

Hofflilooster and Chovallior, in which thoy complained about their 5 rJolltht": 

captivity, asking if thoy could not be released f~om it by a spocial 

envoy to bo s~nt to tho King of Dahomme ••. Oppercomuies Elet offerod his 

survic os thereto 

HIC 128 ; ;iinutes of Elt:lina Council 
30th Juno 1733: D.-G. showod the origin.l journal of Jaquin and Appa 

affo.irs '-.Tritton by OpporcoDmios Blot and a lottur by /.ssistnnt Jan de 

Hooro writ ton to sa.id OpporcorurJios froD Jaquin on 9th Iiay •• . froLl which 

H.H. concludod that said Opporcommios has boon ablo to arrange matters 

with tho Dahomme King in such a Danner tha t tho l a ttur prooisod that 

th0r~ would be again trade at Jaquin os be foro tho rotireDont of t ho 

former Governor Hortogh, and that for thn t purpose a ro omy lodgo would 

also bo built for tho Hoblu Comp.'s servants on sa.id h ing ' s own cost, 

and that a start had also boon made with it, as said King dosiros nothinG 

so much as tho promotion of Trade .•• For tha t purpose tho King had 

forcod Opporcomcios ~let t o l oavo a sorvnnt at Jaquin, adding tho follow ­

ing omphatic words: l1 If I lot all of you lea ve [,1] country togoth<.; r 1 no no 

of yop may como back, and in tha t way tho lodge which I have built on cy 

own cost would bo for no thin~l. He had addod to that c urtain express i ons 

making clear th.:..t he, King of Dah omI:lO, \"Quld becomo raging mad if no ships 

cnnJo thvr0 to trade •.• vlhich should bo soon as an oxhortation to sonu. e.c 

soon as pOSGiblo SOGI\.: v-';s ~;e ls thi thor. rrhe countor-argurllont was howt:!vcr 

proposed that not only Opporcoliluios Hortogh had oponly declarod to Oppor­

cOI:I;,; ios :Glet tho.t if thv Gun<..:ral woro to ro-open [~ lodge; at Ja.quin, 

he \'/ould in tl1.:tt caso cortainly loav0 th" sorvico of tho Cor.Jpany, but a lB o 

h:td urittul1 clear and nQc.rly ulonacing let -cors to th" Ilon. General, confirL·­

ing e.g. on 13th j.pril 1733 hthat he would rather be disElissed fron th0 

Noble COLlp. I S service than havo to treat such a Barbarian as his Fri"nd';, 

a lilatter which was doubly considore;d by th" Hon. iiu lilbo~s of tho Council, 

in conncction \Ii th a letter fror.l tho 11.sser;lbly of X received on tho samo 

firstly it WIlS tD..lcon into consid0ration if indcod it would not b" 

to brook the.: contract 't1ith thl..: King of DaholllLle concerning Jaquin 
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i n orde: r t o s a tisfy a s e rvant such us Oppercommies Hertogh who clearly 

had so fully s a tisfie d t he Hon . Diroctors, a nd onl y r e l y on Appa , a nd 

thus not depr ive the Nobl e Compo of t h e s orvic es of t h is gentleman, Hho, 

as me nt i oned, would r e quest h i s r es i gna tion . Another matter for discuss i cn 

\VQS 1tlhn t s houl d be done about the de spa t chi ng of sla ve s h ips to tho I,owe r 

Coas t, if th~ Compo we r e t o ma i n t a in its position a t Jaquin, as the r e was 

at t ho momen t on l y ono s h i ps a vailnbl o , although t wo othu r s h i ps arc being 

expe ctdd back s oon , bu t thun Ilembo rs wore unc ur t a i n about to whom t o giv e: 

priori t y: t o t h e Ki ng of DahorJo0 or Oppor c or.J[,1i os Hert ogh, at tho a rrival 

of th,) next oxpuc tod s hip , t he "Duynvliot il , bocause t i.! J ono s eoms t o l ong 

f or i t as much as thebther. 

Thoso various po i nts having boun t a kon i n t o cons i deration, T .Hs. judged 

tha t i t woul d be by no moans bone fici a l t o t he Coop. to r e j e ct s u ch un 

advo.nto.geous offe r us mude by the l( i ng of Duhoome jus t beca use of one 

s i ngle s e rva n t , the more us fir s tly it i s cleur from 0.11 the circuDstances 

t ha t mentioned Opperc omm i es i s t he mai n ca use of all t he troubl es which 

hQVO arisen, OJld tha t h u thur ofore speuks .li th pass i on o.ga i ns t t h e Dahor,lr.';c se 

without howe vor be i ng ubl e t o pr ove any t hing , and without a lso suggesting 

any means by whi ch the Nobl e Compo coul d get s a tisfac t i on f or s uch a ppar en t 

i n justices; secondl y t h e: Dahommes e ha d s worn gr uat oaths never t o l eave 

IIor togh un-pros ecut ed and un·-mole s t e d a fte:r th0 great of f enc es he had 

coulr,litted agains t t hum, vlhonevur he [.Jay be withi n t he i r reach, and t hi s 

is also confirmed by the f ac t th~1 t on 9t h Hay 3,000 Duhomlilese had quarter8d 

on th~ beach, in or der t o a t tack Her t ogh as soon as t he mai n-body o f the 

ar my would arr i ve, as was wr i tten by ~ss istant do Hee r e, so that one way 

onl y expuc t tha t soone r or l a t e r ;,ppa "/ill be ruine d a nd Hertogh chased 

uvIaYI and thirdl y, evun i f Hertogh IDa na g" d to mc.inta i n h i o self a t Appa 

(as ho sustai ns he will ) nothi ng coul d aft ura11 be bett0r for t h" Compo 

th ;n t o ha ve two tra d0posts i n stead of one fo r t ho cont i nua tion of tho 

clavu trado, thi s t he o ore as i t se ums that the trade at Appa would not 

i n thL. least be harmed by maint a ining 0. post at Jaquin . 

It vl G S thvrofe r.:; r us ol ved not to gi ve: any ro o.sons for c omplai nt s t o oi t hv r 

1;11(.; ... i. iag of DahowJe or to Oppe rcommi e s IIe rtogh, OJld to despa tch the 

'Du;'nvliet" t o the lat tur \1 i til t h0 follo"ling cc.rgasoen (fol10\.s list: 

uainly cloth of various kinds, 25 ,500 lbs cowries, SOID L. br~ndy , 5, 000 

Ius gunpo\'/d,)r, but no fir'Uar~6 of any kind), and thu I1Dosc hutter 'l f or t he 

pluo.Duru of thu ICing of Dahom:1C, in orde r t o bring a slD.v e -carga~E. f er 

til" nU\'1 l odge a t Jo.quin. iie[Jb" rs vlUre of t hu opinion tha t for thu pur cmcc 

of slo.vos at Ja~uin and for furthur arra ngvmcnts t he r e a person of a cer t­

ain runk o.nd 0xpcr i oncu should b0 sent thithL.r ••. and it \'1 UG unanimously 

docidud toscl cct OpporcouwicG Elct for this, who should eeba rk as soon as 

POBsiblu on the ;'Besc hut ter", with Carsto.ris and Chevallier· It \.Jas c1.1GO 

t;lO captai n of thu l1Duynvlie t· : to inform Oppor col.J" i ec 

ho found that _'.ppa was blockc.dud (as rU),Jorts clair,l ) 

Hcrtogh hGS bC0n chased a\w-y and the trado at J\ppa i s 

It was al so agre"d to send i'6sictant 1;' .J .IIondrikG?' 

th:lt vassel . D.-G. furthermore dor::onstrc:.t.::d tho.t 
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there was a serious shortage of craftsman-slaves on the Gold Coast, 

and proposed to buy 200 Ps., ad 3 oz for the men and 2 for the women 

and shmled a specified list of expenses to the amount of 24 Mk 14 Angels 

made by Oppercommies Jac. Elet in connection with his recent voyage to 

Jaquin and the re-establishment of trade there 

loth Ju1; 1733 ; Y •• In accordance with earlier TIesolution that an inquest 

should be made into the reasons why the slaves recently transferred from 

the tlTIusthoff" into the l1Beekesteyn?l were so miserably thin and emaciated , 

three chief-surgeons were ordered to go on board of mentioned ships in 

order to inquire about the treatment meted out by the Chief-surgeo~ to 

his patients. From their declaration it appears that mentioned Chief­

surgeon executed his task in an irresponsible manner, and that he mal­

treated hms patients in a perfidious (sic) manner ••• that the slaves l 

poor condition was not the result of the non-distribution of victuals, 

but tha t it could be entirely ascribed to the igorance and negligence 

of said surgeon. It was therefore resolved to dismiss the ahief-surgeon 

of the .iHusthoff i; from his office and to repatriate him immediately ,,, i th­

out pay ••• 

uppercom~ies Zlet demonstrated furthermore that there are at the moment 

gro\"ing disputes at Accra beb'leen the i\ quamboese, the Toebrecoese and 

the i\.kkimse, \'lhich would cause the greatest harm to Comp'.s trade if 

t ::ey \lere not settled soon; that in fact there had been no trade at our 

fort for a long time, and that the English, giving continuously presents 

\'lere drawing advanta ges from these troubles ••• that he was waiting for 

the "Beschutterll ' to bring hill1 to Jaquin 

15th September 1733 ; ••• D. -G. reported on his recent ~oti'li ties at ;,cera 

in connection \'li th the disputes between the J lquamboese, . Toebrecoese and 

i.killlse, which were terminated in puch a manner by H.E .• . that the j,quam­

boese, l\crase and Toebrecoese. had taken a solemn oath of .frienship \'Iith 

the UIC, so that it may be ,expected thil t Trade will soon revive and flour ­

ish there· again •.. 

\lIC 138 ; Hertogh Correspondence; 

~ranger to Hertogh, 17th February 1733 •.•• This letter goes with Opper ­

com".ies Elet and Capt. Lindenberg of the ;;BeschutterOl
, whom VIe have com­

mis;,ioned and authorised firstly . to rescue the captive Uhi tes from the 

Dahorur.lese King secondly to restore the interrupted trade at Jaquin, 

if possible,and thirdly to demand from Y.II. a neat and clear account on 

the causes of Y.H.' s retirement to ;\.ppa and indications on ho\'I to bring 

Trade as soon as pOGsible into a condition of prosperity •• . 

Hertogh ('Appa) to Pranger, 2 l ,th ilarch 1733; ••• I spoke in the presence 

Capt. Lindenberg with the Great Cabocier about the erection of a 

on the beach on behalf of the Hoble Comp., for which I receive d 

the King a long time ago. I had not been able to tell 

,as I did not have the occasion tG do .£10, but I did mentio:: 
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it to the Hon. Dire ctors of Chamber l\r.lsterc1am in a letter "/hich I sent 

with the s h ip ;iLe usden" . All that is nov[ needed is their approval to 

order such t o Y.E. I am n01,) expecting Hr. Elet in order to chose a sui t ­

abl e place on the beach. I may further request Y.E. to send me some rock­

stones ••• 

Pranger to IIertogh, 20th Bay 1733 . 1.1 e can provide you vi i th some rock­

stones, but "lith nothing e lse, because vfe ourselves don' t have any wood, 

chalk, bricks, cement &c. and aren't e ven able t o repa ir properly t he 

forts he re . At any r a te, Y.H. will have to wait for the approva l of 

the Hon. Directors . Ue r eceived from IIr. Viceroy of Brazil (sic) a 

letter in which he cOGlpla i ns bitterl y -and also dema nds i mmedi a te s a tis'­

faction- about 474 rolls of tobacco 1I/h ich Capt . Vl ugt took, on Y .H. 's 

order, \>fit h violenc e frO!!1 a Eahi a ship . As it is not unlikely that H.I'i. 

of Portugal will not a llow such vi olence to pass without comment, we shhll 

be compelled to inform the ilon . Directors about this. 

Pranger to Hertogh, 11th July 1733 .... iIesars Carstares, Hoffmeester and 

Cbovllllier, who have nm) been released, have demanded us for compensati on 

of the losses they suffered as a resul t of the ruining of the Lodge at 

Jaquin by the Dahommese. As they were exposed to that mis fortune on Y.H.'s 

expressed order (as also clearly appears from Y.H . 's letter of 26t h Sept.) 

••• vie did not think i t reasonabl e to pay this j.ndemni t y out of the Cor,lp , ' s 

accoun t , but rather to present the bill directly to Y.li. or the Directors . 

In view of the fact also that for nearly a year now Y.H.'s balance of trade 

ShOllS a deficit we have ref l ected on the disple!Wure Y.H. ShOHS with our 

intnntion of establishing friendship \vi th the lang of Dahofili,le and to re­

establish a tradepost at Jaqu i n, Y.H. maintaining that I.H. would r a t her 

he dismisced fro m the service with the Noble Compo than having to treat 

cuch a "Barbarian:; as a friend, \Vithout having received proper satisfacti ,. ;~, 

tuJ.U \'10 can't really see from what may sprout Y.n . 's displeasure about our 

Ilcgotiv.tione 10Ii th Dahomme, as the trade a Costy can by no J;leanS be harEled 

by it, and the Compo could only profit from havin~ tuo rather tha n one 

trarlepost in that area. It is also better ih the sense that if sor,lebody 

hnpllens to die, the trad e does not CODe to a stanclstill. Or is Y.H. per­

hnps afraid t,lat the lang of Dahoume, by trading Ir.i. th us is becolJing so 

rich thJ.t he f>lay u e better prepiJIred to make Har on Y .H.? lie do advise " .J. .1._. 
to tuke into proper considerati<ln tlw, t even if \re \rere to cut off our 

uatire trade and all connections with him, ~ing, he \fill still be provided 

\Iith anything he r,lo.~' desire by the Fortuuuose, :::nglish and French ;1110 

tJ..ad~ a lot ,;it,l hin, in particular in offensive \reapons. On the otller 

hand, frOI.l Y.II. 's l~l.st letLer to ii~. J~let it seem:..: that the ;(ing of D. 

has not the least intention of atta~.ting Y.R. in l\ppa. f urtherLlorc \Ie rlCl.Y 

atd that we find it SOflle\That arroga,ll't of 'i .H. thut 'i .II. prcsuLlcs that ';Te 

without hiLl. Y.H. want, lIsu tisfaction' frot, the I~ing of DahorJ .. ,€':, 

yc:t been able to explain in who.t foro. • . • 1,:e would lluve 

fo .. which Y.1', esked, if we had not received a letter 
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(origiinally ",ritten) by Assistant Jan de Heere from Jaquin on 9th liay 

to J.ir. Elett, by which we are informe d that at the tirae of writing 

3,000 Dahollimese were already 1I1ai ting on the beach a Costy for the rest 

of the aroy, ready to attack Y. R . during t he next nevi moon. On the 

other hand, from Y .R. 's boy Amousje \ve understand that Y.n. would be 

prepared to live in peace with Dhhomme, and \ ... e ordered Hr. Blet ( .. Iho 

will return to Jaquin a few day s from now) to g ive all help towards 

such appeasement. 

Concerning the 474 rolls of tobacco, the Portuguese Director at Jaquin, 

Antonio Pinto Carneyo sent the follmving communication: ;;'1'his is to 

infon1 Y.E . tha t 1·1r. Rertogh has ordered the robbery of a Portuguese 

ship, breaking the hatches and stea ling 474 rolls of t obncco, ,;!hen its 

captain was engaged in the purchase of Good P ortuguese S l aves for 2 

roll s of tobacco each, say ing that I \,oul d have caused the war and 

the capture of Jaquin, HQ.ving heard 'later ' that .tue' ,King of Dnhomme 

11 tel told to 0.11 H'C:.t ions which were . represented there t h Ec'\; his a.rmy hnd 

gone to Jaquin be c Q.use ment i oned Re rtogh had united with the King of 

Jaquin and had sumu oned not less th= 4 times an army in orde r to k ill 

him, he started to spread t he rumour tha t I and t he Director of (sic) 

Fida "lere him (:::?) debtors, "lh ich is untrue, and \>Thich r.lCntione d gentle ­

!Jan could by no means prove. In the 6 months that he has n O\ 'l been at 

Appa three Negroes have been caught -on three different occasions- in 

the middle of the night, "'ho admitted to hav e been sent by IIr. ilertogh 

in orde r to thrml fire into t h i s f actor y of t he King my lias t e r. If Y .:G. 
does not punish t h i s evi l doing Gent l ema.n, we c annot but believe that 

the Dutch Company has given orde rs to destroy on this Coast -may God 

so.va us - the subjects of H.ii. , both on land and on the seas, and \'1e 

protest strongly to tho Dutch Company about all the disasters '/h ic l! 

hl<ly bcCall t h is Factory 11 

~Ie have also ordered t he Captain (of t he Duynvlict) that if he does n ot 

co an opprtunity to disembark the goods destined to Y. n. because of 

n blockade by thc DahoQwese or for other reasons, th.t he should leave 

them in the care of Ill'. Elet at Jaquill ••.• Oppercommies l~let ha s had 

to spend 24 Ilk 14 ,\ng. for t~1e re-est<;tblishme nt of a f fairs at Jaquin 

.thich got dis-organi sed as u result of Y.H.'s actions, and this a r,JOunt 

will have to be paid by Y.H., n ot by the COlllp. 

lIertogh to Pr anger, 15th [.ugust 1733. • .• Concerning the release of 

lesors lIoffmeester, Carstaris auc1 Chevallier, Y. 1;. must rel.Jeobe r th<:l t 

I wrote earlier to Y.£. a ruques~ for some ~ssieurs in order to get 

those gentler.J.en released, b ut (to the contrary) Y.E. sent l ~ . El et . 

I ma.y say thD-t I could have arrllnge~ the snl.lO at 17!uch loss cxpense •.. 

oncerning the i.CCOUIlts, Y.E. Iiua. \lndcrst al1d tha.t nobody could possibly 

details frOLl papl)rs 1.1~j.;h have ci thor oeel1 stolen or burnt; bL'o: 

m-.dc copies t which m'Ust havt) bec:n sent a~ ~_tri~ 

Concerning the deci.ion to negotiate with Dahoor.'c 
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about the re-establishment of the trade post at Jaquin Y:1::. will in 
that ' 

due tilile discover thathlill not be to the benefit I but to the harm of 

the Hon. Directors. Y.~. may truly be assured that in cocparison with 

this Appa, to which trade from deep i n the intGrior is being directed, 

Jaquin is absolute l y nothing. Look at the Dutch interloper Pieter 

Govertzen: is it not clear that Assistant de neere bo*ght from him at 

Jaquin a qUrulti ty of gunpowder in order to pay :Lor slaves VIi th it and 

that he \fas not able to supply them after hO-ving delayed him there for 

over 45 days, so that he had to return the pO\'lder? And vlhat \lould be' 

the advantage of maintaining two tradeposts (on the Sl ave Coast)? Is n't 

it true that Y.E. was' even never able to send me sufficient goods to 

continue my trade at Jaquin~ ;\nd really, if "SOlile lolisfortune;; \\lere to 

befall me, I really do not need the assistance of any successor at 

Jaquin or elsewhere to protect the Noble Comp.'s merchandise, because 

Y.8. has ahmys been: ,careful enough not to trust me with any goods of 

the Company, and consequently I have nothing but 8y own goods here, and 

I 01il by no lileans indeb t ed to tho Noble Compo J?ror.l tho pClssage in which 

Y.~. states that Dahomme is strengthened agCl i nst me it appears cloClrly 

what maltreatment Dr. Elet is meting out to me. This gen tilieman fals ely 

reported to Y.~. that I would ask for my r es i gnation in order to threaten 

Y.E., whilst in reality I would do such a thing because it would be to 

the disadvabtage of the Han. Directors to ma i ntain a factor who is 

consistently deprived of me rchandise. It should bo quite clear what 

c tisfaction Dahomme is to give: because there is no doubt that it has 

robbed mo, and also the Noble COElp. of our effects. in a very evil l.1i:.n::(;r 

ann .Ii thont the least reason, something Y.E. can! t b8 unavmrc; of. 

I am surprised anc~ indie;nnnt that Y.E. does not \JQl1.t to send me t ho 

required rock-stones on account of the fact that de ITecre hac dared to 

t"ll such COlilpletely unfounded lies: I .Iould not kno\1 of any unrest, 

eVen lesL; war in this area, and I knO\l fully '.vell th, ... t Daholilme has i".Ot 

1ec\I:;t chance to cor.le close to this place; this VlaS alse seen by iir. ;:let 

personally. I did not know t~at Y.E. had learnt froD cy boy ~mousie 

that I would be inclined to ~ake peace with DahoDue. In fact that boy 

wile not sent to j~lr.Jin.::t by Int;:, but only on board of t;lC s:!ip IIhich brougl'.t 

[\ 1& t tor frOI,] dr. l~lot. Du t this gen t lemCll1 has ::D.'.~ the: poli. toneGe to 

COl111011 said Hegro tv stu:! \.)n hO.J.rd, in ora('r to have hi;.:] t.~t Jac:uin. 

';ut that clever plan f a iloc: I be~ause ,'.rllousie decided to return to Ie , via 

l~lrJinu • <. I need by 110 GleanS iiI'. lUet I s help for 22: . appeaser.Jcnt , o.nC: 

I can carryon 'lith a quite profitable tra.de .lit:"Clut ~l1C.t. ConccrnillZ 

tho ~'ortu:::;ueso accusations, I sf'.llll be quite \lil1i.ng to o.l1SVWl' for ther.l 

when thE) time io ripe for it, but I rllust add tho.t. it is r~lt;ler eD.sJ to 

ape k evil about soocbody t·ehiu.d his back, and I \lict. he lIould have E;c 

say such tl:ings ill ra.y fnco; I :mo~1 for in..:;t · n; ~ nothing abo\.4~ 

!1ould intena to set bi~ factory afire. 

may have not to [;<.:ad any J;]aintcnancc ul::"_,: 

leaaieurs ~or' over a year, uhilst I um1crctand th",c r 
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"Iaet, once he had arrived at Jaquin, was liberally supplied with every-

thing he ruight need, such as canoes, rowers &c. I wish one day an officia l 

letter v/ere Dent to "me stating hhat factors are to maintain canoes and 

rO"lcrs for their o\,n account, as I have always done, or not, and also 

whether this J ... odge, and its maintenance, will be for the account of the 

Hon. Directors ad patriam (sic) or of c.:ynelf. The :lDuynvliet;l arrived 

here on 27th July, bringing also Assistant F'.J.Hendriksz, and it has so 

far got on board 197 heads of slaves. It could have its slaves sooner 

on board, and its merchandis e could be sooner ashore, if its boats had 

not been so small. Hyself I don t t have more than just one canoe herG, 

and if I don't have more than that, the dispatcl1 of ships will ahlays be 

delayed. I therefore request some more soall boats , but as big as possible. 

liror.] the above Y.E . may understand, that it will be completely unneces:;;ary 

to tell captains that they oay address theoselves to lir. El e t on account 

of that false lie according to which I would be under blockade here, and 

I hope tha t the unbridled tongue of flr. Elet is getting tired of its 

continuous slahdering. I do not understand "lhat reasons may have rJoved 

Y.0. to demand frOcl tile the payruent of 24 I'll< 14 !.ng. of gold, vlhich hr. 

~le t has spent for his own ~en'fit. Mr. Elet should not think that he 

may treat ne as a child or as one of his subjects. Finally, I would 

like to request Y.E . to send mo 7-9-rov/ers' canoes and 3 re ems of paper, 

because otherwise I shall be compelled to continue the correspondenco with 

I.E. and th0 Hon. Directors on cartridge paper, which, for reasons of due 

respect, I would not like to do 

Hortogh to Pranger, 9th October 1733. I hope that Y.E. may soon send 

anothur vessel, I hope this time a bigger one than the i1Duynvliet, as 

I find mys~lf in a position to supply in a "'cry short time an armasoen 

of 7-800 slaves, slaveo being by nOI means sca:!:'ce here. The I1Duynvliet ·1 

wus dispatched on 21st September with 360 he a ,ls . I took Third Gualldsmo.n 

Schutler of the ;'Duynvliet;; here into my s erv:.i c e as assistant, and also 

the cook of Capt. LiI\deberg. The fertiale slaves arE: invaria bly bought for 

3t oz. here, but thi~ is because no othe r wo+uen than young ones with 

firrtl breasts are sold here, and thcse are nat. rally more expensive than 

tho old onos. Rowers of lir. :Clet COtlO from "-~ i \ile to tiL1e to br i ng several 

~~ of brandy for my Big Boys (sic) with v h ich he tries to attract tllCr.:l 

60 tho.t they Llay lE.:ave r.lO , but this will nove r hapl)On. But I am really 

getting sick of all those subversive a c t ivi ties of that gentler.:lan, such 

s the many little let tors h. contin;.1es to \I ri te to r.:ly ilessiours aslcing 

thee to cor.lO as soon as possiblo to cTaquin, \/11ich lette rs are pUGhcd under 

their doors by night 

99 i E1mina J oUl"Ilal. i 
february 1733. 11rotc c. ciroular' lett:cr to the Loeward Factories, 

great dj,ep1casuro we exper'ien·.;:e daily that SOLlO ElrJinasc and 

not acrup1e to ,0 in 'r.~hE":ir canoes to :.ccra to take salt 
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in orucr to sell it here and elsewhere, to the g reat prejudice of the 

Noble Comp., and we therefore issued a warning that the greatest vigil­

ance should be applied and that such canoes if t hey are found in various 

bays or under various forts should be i mmediately ar r ested. 

29th J\.pril 1733. TIe ceived frOl;:] Elet, just arrived on the landsboot fror,l 

Jaquin, a letter as follows : This is to infor!.l Y •. ,:. ,brie fly that I vlent 

(in spite of a letter frOiiJ ilr. Hertogh urging me not to go ashore at 

Jaquin) in the corapany of Assista nt Jan de Heere and Ondercoramies Hoff­

necater ashore at Jaquin, where I was r ece ived ve r y politely by the Da~oD[o=~ 

and having stayed for two d~ys infue Portugues e lodge we went overland to 

the i~ing of Dahor:u.lC I and I r.lanaged t o get the other hlo i-les s ieurs rele ased 

by hin. As t hey did not have any clothes, th~ urgent l y requested me to 

be allowed to go i to Accra first and return with the b oat ••• 

Diar'y_ Elet (reprinte d in an article by j, .Telting : Een Bezoek bij dpn 
IConiE_~_~~_Dah~:~~ . in : IID e Indische Gids,-riataVl-;-;:r.-893)--

••• On iionday 23rd (Harch 1733) ;~e l eft that evil place called Gaga by 

U:Jout 7 ,'\.ii and by 8 we reached the residence of the I:ing of DahOl;lme , 

called Bossibounu; wo had to wait outside the Cram , bpt we saw the Dutch 

~rince's Flag fluttering on top of the pala ce. Aft e r about an hour we 

sa\-T tho 1:ing's bodyguard, 1 2 1,1en strong, marching out. 1\cros;3 tho ir 

shoulders the y had strings of t eeth, being those of Negroes who had been 

killed in war, unO. each Hegro had at least 6,000 of those te e th (and one 

must knovl tho. t of each Hegro killed in war one such tooth is being used 

ill th.J.t Lianner). il. fter the se,ttJ'o of t hE: greatest Caboc eers car.le .lith 

a bU1ll1 of 300 arLiCd Negroes, ma.rching und ;)r the Portuguese and t he Dutch 

Prince's flats. Dut our flag was carri8d ahea! of the Portuguese, and 

\Then it had CO(lO nea.r to us, I ordered the tuo trumpetters who \'Iere Hi t ll 

we to blow a march, and when tbe Kings Guard and thise troops had carc hed 

threo tir.lCS in a circle aro1.~.nd us, saluting the standards and presentin.; 

1 heir guns, each of the Neg .. -oes came to shake hands ';/i tll us, and the tliO 

C0,00cecrs CUl.lO to cor,l plililCI:t r.1C in the name of tllc !(i i1g. They presentc(~ 

to Lie und tily cor,lpany a glusI> of brandy caC:I and to each of us a bottle 

frol] a ~Sf._~<::: (crate?). Lfter the pe rformance of thi3 cerer.lOny they 

accomp~ni~~ me to the KinG'~ palace under a lot of musket-fire. ~ft e r 

h ... .l.l. an hour's Hait the.t>e I the Duko or First and 3upi:CrJe eaboceer, called 

'J:aLlinga, as \lell as the l:ing's Fi.J'st and .3upreue Counc illor , car.le to 

recci ve rJ0 very politely ::'n the King's nur,e, and 'u rougllt hIe upt to the 

g te of the King's palace. >I e s,",/ that t;lC3e, as \Iell as othcr Gaoocccrc, 

~ ont to the .:ing' s Char,lb. r crecptng, unll after ;1a VLlg kiGsed the eD.rt'~ 

three titlcs they Ilnnoun': .)d us. then they C['.['1O b •. ck nnt. tl cy l'eully dCLla.l(ec:. 

hat we give up cur SI-lOJ;°.JS, before they :::rought us .~it:l th<.: sWile ccre1..ony 

to tho Iallg'(l ChaJ:lbcr. ~l~rc the King of Dahol.loe rcccived UD politely, 

red .,.l.,ct dress-coat eubroidercd uith goluer. 

the most 'be;,.utiful shoes ~n'~ a white cap on hi::: 

f at b,,~=vell-bc!lring person vf avoro.gc h<3ight, oJ'.!t 
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terrible in nature and appearance, He was standing when \ve came in, 

and shook hands \vi th each of us; he then asked me if the Dutch Adrairal 

und his Grandees were still healthy and if the whitemen's country was 

well, upon which I answered him that everything in our country was well 

and thcJ. t the J,dmiral and his Grandees sent their greetings. Then the 

King requested De and my company to be seated 011 the chairs ;Ihich were 

arranged for that purpose, I saw a tTegress keeping a silken umbrella 

above the King's chair, behind which two others \Vere standing with 

liluskets; in front of the chair a number of them was sitting, "/ell clad, 

with fru1s, spittoons and other suchlike things to the service of the 

ICing. Soon some pit~ \vas offered to us, "/hich had a good taste and 

resembles our Dutch beer. \/hen I had drunk to the health of His Dlack 

liajesty u culuta of 21 gUns vus fired, and through his interpreter H.i;. 

let me kno\'! that this '(las being done to the honour of f.le and our Nation, 

and also thiJ. t he \,ms very pleased that the Adl;lirul had sent one of his 

Grandees. Asking rile if I had seen his arrJY marching to the \'Jar on oy 

wny to' hiL" I replied no, as inueed I had not seen anything of tho sort. 

The King then asked me if I had some canoes for sale, because, he said, 

he ~/ould like to have ne\l canoes and ne,l Dutchmen in his country. I 

asnwered n.M. that it \lould not be very difficult to supply him with 

canoes. After we had been sitting like that for about an hour, a table 

covered with a native cloth was brought in, and placed upon it \Vere silver 

plutes and about 20 dishes with food, as well as Dutch bread and SOrle 

bottles of red wine. Hhen vie sat down for dinner, I asked the I~ing for 

perr.:Jibsion to let rJY two trurilpetters make music with the violins. They 

~/ere called in, but the King left us, after making a polite curtsy, and 

went to another room, from which he re-appeared in a black dress-coa t, 

also richly embroidered with gold ; aft e r having listened for some tiDe 

to our violins, he asked Lle to all 0,-1 him to dance in his manner, and 

upon this His Dlack i-lajesty begru1 to jur,lP around in the strange Glanner 

of this land, and viaS .;won joined by all 11is Grandees. Aft e r this r oyal 

opGra the King absehted himself again, and re-appeared t h is time in a 

long frock-coat of red velvet embroidered with silver galloons. Uhen 

\~e had finis}Jed dinner, I asked the ICing if he had ever seen whi temen 

iuncing, and as he replied no, I asked H.lI. for permission, and danced 

wi til Jan de Heere a French menuet, and aften/ards \-11 th IIoffmeester a 

Polish one, wl1icil seef.wd to please the King a lot. After this dru1cing 

new dishes with food were brought in, and the King 1nsisted that we 

should eat again, as our stoLlachs must have become elilpty as a r esult of 

the dancing. The King gave a bottle of br ..:ndy to the trw;lpett e rs, as 

well as 3 ~ cowries. Then tlc King disappeared again, ru1d returned 

clad like a Negro in a great sil "er-embroidered cloth ; the King then let 

hie Ladies at Court dance for De in the manner of the land, and although v. raining at that tirJe, they 'lad to continue dancing. The fUl111iest 

this opera was that thc~:e \-Ias an ugly hunchbacked Negro who had 

to chase flies awf)..Y with a fly-wisk,in the middle of this 

the 4ancing Nel;resses. Uhen I wanted to take leave, t ~~ 
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King gave file SOlilG bales of flour and salt, some pots of palm-oil, tvTO 

COWS, two sheep and a number of fowls, say ing t liat by the time they had 

been consumed I should just let him knoVT and that he would then let us 

have more. Thereupon we left and we \.fere brought into lodgings elsewllere. 

In the evening I sent the King a present consisting of 8 kelders French 
red 

brandy, 100 Ibs coffee, 2 Ps. of damask and 2 dito/armoz,ln, and for the 

Cabocccrs, the King's body-guard and the interpreters 8 kelderp of French 

brandy, 20 Ps. Coast-chintz and 30 great ~ cm'/ries ••• 

The follm-Tlng day I had a conversation \,/i th the I~ ing, in \/hic11 I assured 

him that the Adr,Iiral and his Grandees "Iould carefully study the r,latter 

(between hi'-l and Hertogh), and vlOuld ask .He!ltogh, after their conclusions, 

to anS\'/er for hiQself, and furt hermore tha t everything vlOuld be exactly 

briefed to the Hoble Compo i n Holland, as .Te Dutchmen had not COlde to 

his country i n order to make \.ar through othe r black Po\vers in order to 

dri ve hir.l, King, a\Jay as sovereign, but only in order to make the trade 

in his country flourish. Thi s seemed to plearo H.J.l. greatly, of \jhich he 

gave express ion by clapping in his hands. The King t hen said that he 

promised to build a new lodge, as he did not VTant to miss the Dutch tra~e •• • 

tlBKG 99 (cont)) 

10th July 1733. To-day the boat returned froo Benyn with a letter froQ 

J.sF;istaut Van Essen, dd. Aggathon 3rd Harch 3.733 .... I went, on Y.E. 's 

orders, iI;lmediately to Benyn in order to deQaud fro lil the King satisfactiD 11 

about the injuries vie suf f ered frOl.J him. He replied that he ./ould do his 

duty to satisfy the Coop. concerning the slave" of the Cor.lp. who had fled 

as ,Iell as t he repairs on T.Hs.t Lo dge, so that vie Day in future be s afe 

against all sorts of accidents l1esulting fro!:l \far of theft ; indeed, his 

people ho.ve already sta rted repairing t he store .. houses, and thc entire 

lodge is to oe surrounded by palissades. I hop~ that \d thin a Donth all 

thQ slaves of the Camp. \'Tho had fled "Jill be brC\lght back, as has be en 

assured to r.1C by the ICing and his Captain of \Tar, as that Captain has 

got up in order to nakc \·rar on that country wher~ those slaves have fle d 

\.0. Conc~rning gurJ and red-woed: that has not beon offered for sale for 

r.Jore than 4 years no\, , but I hope that as a resul. \ of the force of the 

basins which llO.ve just arrived 1 shall so~n be able to send a good return~ 

frcie;llt of tooth and ~vel.\J:i.th this boat go: 

23, el~phants' teeth, 
726 crevellon 

VTeighing 6,886 Ibs 
. 4 289 

11!i75 Ibs ivory, 

8 loose cloths 

2,000 single cloths, ~nd 

( f ollo\IS: requjred hlerchandisc: lilainly cloth, sor,lC 
beads, 4,000 lbs cO\'lries, but E£ aros or ao..lU.:1i tiol!) 

6th Decclilber 1733. TIeccived a le\t~r frol>! Oppcrooor'ies J .Elet, dd. "JJogie 

Zelandia", Ja(luin, 8th l!oveober 11)1 •. , . Cond:L t1.ons here arc rather diff-

cult: there is too ouch r<lin, I _ve a blacker.lit!:, '..Jut he i!. \Ilthout coal, 

wood and a lJaAon without o-,lQlk. I learnt also thE'.t 

during my absence, ~a,ec1 to p.1lJase the rang of Da:lOrJO 

of great value, the. sa!"eguardillg the trade sol.ly for 
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himself on the River of the Island Zou (sic). As he admitted that I did 

not demand anything unreasonable froll! hilil, I went on l>1y o~m account to 

that place, and sent to H.U. several presents, such as portraits, brandy, 

the beautiful Hoorsish carpet and a hat. I also let him know that I had 

ready for hirJ a standing clock, but that I had not been able to take it 

\1i th r.le. He asked me why I had not send (them, it'?) at l:1y arrival ir 

Dahome ••• but he sho\'led himself very pleased. I made this journey ill 

8 days, and I then sent Hr. Bronsema to the Island Zou in order to trade,. 

Ho French ship dares any longer ~o go to Appa, but the Portugue ser.1 who 

cannot trade here and at Fida to their full satisfaction, have sent t herE"; 

2 ships which seem to do a reasonable good trade the re. But I received 

bad reports on tha t place, and those who are here and at Fida are very 

discontent about it ; they do nothing but incite: the Dahomese against 

Appa, \1hich, to my opinion is not necessary, as the King only seeks to 

get rrerto~l himself in his hands. Pinto has become ill and Bazilio has 

come froQ Fida. The King of DahorJe has honoured me more -according to 

the country's custOD- than anybody else when I went to visit h i m again. 

He told ['le, ar.long othe r things, that he had sent h is p e ople to Popo i n 

order to pursue further the r emaining people of Capt. Azoe. I said t hat 

I could only dissuade hi;'1 from such enterprise, but that it \vas in fact 

:lone of lily business , and t hat for the tiLle being I \Vas only interes t ed i 2;. 

one thing, and that \las pleaty of slaves. He said t hat he would no t 

leave r,le with a single piece of tradegoods , and t hat I should make a 

fortress, so that core of Lly p eople could COLle to he l p Lle in the trade, 

and t hat his eneLlies \'lOuld net be enticed to invade the area. ilhen he 

spoke of a fort, I asked hir.l if he would allhow r.le to put guns on it, cmel 

he ans\'lered: as ulany as I .. lould like, and anyvlhere e l se in his country, 

such as at ,\.ppa, Fida and Popv. Laughing, I asked hiJ;l if Appa was already 

"Ii thin his pO'ITer, but then h e asked rJe seriously if :l I sa"l any "'lork in it" 

(sic,=?). He told rJe t hat I could be assured tha t he woul d stay i n i',rda, 

and not go away frorJ it, befQre Appa had fallen int o his hC.llds. On the 

18th the King ~ULlr.1oned all the principal whitemen, i nviting the];l for dinner 

as well as the English servar...t Grien, who had COlile with the :: ing frOLl 

nil-home, wllere he had been several rJonths for trade (negotiations'?). I/he:l 

I sa' l hitl ther'.), I asked him every day to come to eat \vi th me, and I did 

BOL1C good wordl3 for hilJ with lir. Baziel, who was also trading there, and 

who showed hirJ,:;elf quite friendly. On the day that lir. Bazi e l and I l eft, 

he a.sked me tQ do a. g ood 'lord for hiLl with Hr. Daziel, that he \vould not 

tell to Hr. '.Jhi taker at Fida about his frequent drunkenness. As a result 

of a \Irongl~.r Iilailed letter, the ruoour seems to hove spread at Fida tllO.t 

I and :lr. B~iel are trying t() drive. all the other Fat i ons a\vay fror., t:lc:rc 

I kne\1 whet lIad spread that rUQour, and indeed, later Er. ';hitaker o.dl.littc':' 

to have saal! Buch a t hing to .lJe King. People froo Jaqul.n hu.v(: cOI_e here 

on •• vera].' occasions, declarin;g that t he i r King has always llCC:1 inl1occLi., 

t had all been thE: w.ork of. his disobedient brother. and Idf; :;;),' , 

vhi~st the King of Dahcxtlo would be happy to have JU<1uin b~l.ck in ; ~.~ 
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country, and I was also cocwissioned by hie to bring the King of Jaquin 

again freely hero, sowething for which the l ast ment i oned King had i n­

deed requested r.le u.rgently (and as Y.E. may also sec frof.1 Hertogh' s 

letters). But it seens t hat th2t gentleman is doing uhat he can in 

order to prevent this and to frighten the J aquinse. How t he Jaquinse 

come to thank r.w, but say that they dare not trust the j~ ing o f Dahooe, 

that they were fight ing for their country, but that they did not know 

"lhy Hi. Hertogh was lI burrowing:1 so G1Uc h.; but the l;lOS t barbaric rur,lOurs 

can be heard about him here ••• Uhilst I was the l ast tiu e away i ll i\.rcl~o D_ ? 

the Jaquinse Dud e the ir last at tack , t h inking tho.t nobody would 1)e here 

but the Port u guese and h is lilakelaer or captain, 'dhilst the supreEle Vio.rri cr 

of this place, Sockene, viaS also in P o po ••• but as soon as Bockene tad 

Qarched out a second commander, called Po s soepo had c ome i n h is stead, 

and this the Jaqu~nse had not expected, and so t hey 'dere k illed or c apt­

ured to the l as t man •. 'l.t first the King , learning about th i s (battle), 

offered to me all the captives, but as soon as he discove re d what cruel 

intentions they had had, and that there were so r,mny of llr. Her-tagh's 

boys among thei:1, he d id not save one of thera, and massacred a l l o f t l1e!] 

in our presence. The Portuguese, who watched all thi s, uere quite sad 

about it, but I asked f or 100 Duskets from t he ~ing, 'dhich he lent at once 

to ~le, and of those I gave 39 to') t l1C rov/e r s i n order to \'latch over our 

goods on the beac h, 40 to my b oys and those of t he j,jessieurs, and tIle 

remaining ones to t he other white s and the slaves, because there \'lere 

rULlours that Hertogh has put a price on the hec.ds of the uhi tes , whic:l 

was corrobated by the Portuguese at F i da and t h e scribe of capt. IIoegc 

\1'0 had just been at Appa. That Y.E. has not calle d liertogh in order 

to anS\vcr for h i s behavi our towards the Portuguese, and , all the contrary, 

goes to the extent of t rusting him with morc ships, oakes me believe t~~t 

Y.J';. has no longer any say over hiJ;1, or that Y .~. is being corrupted 'oy 

hie. Everybody is afraid about this being subjected to being a prize, 

U,1<1 the Portuguese Director, de Pinto has fled \Jith evcl-ything to F i da. 

:ut at the last moment I managed to stop h i m, telling him that he should 

not be so frightened, as there 'vlerc people cnoug;: here, as since that tic0 

at least three tiees as many Dahooese have come to live here • .. 

~oth cy ondcrcowciesen are ill at the coment, I don't have any stones 

or coal, which are needed for he building of a proper lodge. 'Ihen I Cat.18 

back, on 25th of last oobth, the canoe had returned froD Appa, but without 

any other anS\1er tllo.n that Hertog~l der.l1ndeu tte heads of I:ly canoe-Pesroes, 

because they were serving here, and would only h~ve come in order to spy, 

that they had 'oeen brought before tiw Kigg there, but t~ley had ans\le:cd 

on his questions that tl.ey 'vlere in t:le service of tt,c COl:l1J., and th,J.~ the:' 

d CO&lO for nothing else but for bringing a letter. !laving then t a.ke .. 

oath according tb the eustocs of tile land, tl.e~' l,ad heen relea::;cd. 

learnt from five qualified officials, such as POSGOCpO, :.pl uge:a 

and a1Jbassadors of t,.e King, th~. t I should ./ri L 
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to Het'tQgh that all his talk about war is false and without any grounds, 

because Jaquin, Ojome and Appa would not dare to shO\., up before his (liGht , 

and that now the time had coce to r.lake known to h i m (Hertogh) that the 

DahO!i1lileSe were 1;larching out against h i D. 

On 28th of last rJonth it was re ported to ElG t hn t Papa \tas defented and 

that a King had been installed at Fida. :H the sarJe thlC I heard that 

de Pinto had died, and tha t all the Directoro ~lere in Ardra, and t hat I 

s~lould also go there ; but I excused l!lyse l f, say ing tha t I had too Emch 

\/riting to do, and tha t I 1;[Quld s end iir. d e He e re. 

P. I) . fdter writing t:1is, I a'7l told thD. t Hr. Hertogh h a d Capt. Bl anque 

decapitated whilst he uas drinking coffee with h ila at table ••• 

For the Lodge at Jaquin the following i s required: 

20 ps. cannon, 1 00 liluskets and ball, coa l for the blackslil i th , cha l k iil 

order to w:l.ke strong floors for t h e living -qlla.rter3 , 100 Ps. c anlet 

plUl~ks or othc r\1ise Bcutry wood i n order to [lake do or 3 a nd \Iindm/s, 

bricks and tiles, as r.1any as arc a va ilable, 20 ps. 20 ft . rafters for 

the gat e and for he staircase for t llC up per liv i ngqua rt e rs , 24 ps. 

fo rest-axes, 1 caUldron for t he slaves, 1 , 000 I bs na ils o f various kinds 

(sicl ) 6 ps. flagpoles, both for h ere aud fo r the ~ ing of Da h omey, 24 

flags, 1 chest 1;litb medicines fo r t :1e whiter.lcn and I p o oras (=? ) for the 

s l aves &c. Gc •••• 

ii re 41 ; Secret li i nutes of ,\ S8 . of X. ; 

Letters of D. -G . Jan Pranger a n d his Councillor s, dd. 8 t i~ June 1733 

and of Hendrick IIertog, dd. ;'.ppa, 21st IIarch 1 733 v,e r e ey.2..[] i l1ed. 

It a ppea r s t h,.l t on 21st rlay a Portuguese shi 1' arr i ved at El u i na , and 

that its Ca ptain tra ns[]itted to t be D. G. a l etter froQ the Vic e roy of 

Brazil, conta ining CO[lplaints ab out mentioned Hertog, that he woul d have 

allowed Capt. J a n Vlugt to 'arrest dlwo Portuguese slll pa i n t he por t of 

Jaquin , although t he y "/ere provided lJ i th p r oper Dutcil pasGpor t s, and 

that having releas ed one of t he r.l, he had taken the other on e to i,ppa , 

were, again on t hE) orders of i1r. He r t og ,47 4 r ol ic of tobac co "ou l d 

e beon t a ken fro r.l it ••• tha t TJentioned Vi ce roy dcr.lanl1e d s a tis fact i c;l 

or this . Upon t h is, D. -G. ha d wri tten t o the Vi ceroy tha t i f t he []attc~ 

".. indeed like t hat, uentione d OPlJe r Coiilt;] i es \/oul c1 be coupe l lecl t o Ci ve 

i.taction a "u out t h is (latt e r, and return H!.latcver losses v,ere SUffe r ed. 

a l' esul t of t his, fiJ€)ll tione c1 D. -G. fe1 t no longer justifi ed 

s l a ve ships t~ Appa, fear i ng that the Portu8vese warshi p w~ic~ 

t r ading a t F ida \-Iould i nterc ept vessel s of t:lC COi.'1'D.:1Y, 

take i n t hat LlaIlne r s a tisfac t i on. .'urthcrTJOr e I accor d i ng to 

Opperc <ln1l:1ies l!:l et I Glen t ioned Herto b \!ould be in 0. d.:l:;bC'~ 

ppa. as the DahOQI;lese Ki ng would do all he coule: i ll or'~: 

he woul d not find difficult indeed. That therefore 

it advisa Ie to send the bUlldi,lg Llater" _ 

or B he tbDught t 
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Concerning the first point. the assenbled iier:lbers could indeed not 

approve of Hertog's conduct, viz. his intercepting a Portuguese ship 

am his taking a\·ray of the rolls of toba cco, but they expressed their 

opinion that the D. -G. should also be told that this 1\ssetlbly does not 

approve of his conduct, and that he, D.-G., before writing to the Vice­

roy should have properly eXatlined the matter and written to Hertog 

about it, asking hic how exactly this catter had occurred, sou ething 

he could easily have done, because the d istance between I;hlina and 

:Lppa can't be all that great. At any rate, the D.-G . should never have 

put Oppercoccies Hertog in t he wrong, as he has done i n his letter to 

the Viceroy, before having t o.ken proper inforrJution s ,secondly, his 

reasons for not sending any ships to h ppa seeD to the Hon. Heobers i n ­

sufficient, especially the one expressing fear for 0. Portuguese \/ar­

ship .•• These ships should have been s ent to Hertog as quickly as 

possi ble, as he D. -G. knew \'1ell t hat the slave trade at Appa vIas profi t­

able, and thut 0. sufficient nunber of sla ves could be supplied t he r e, 

as clearly appears froo the good aroasoenen which were spe e dily dis ­

patched frou :~ ppa on b oa rd of the IlMJsterdarJ <l and t Ile lILeusden". 

Tbe Assenbly coul d not eithe r agre e with the rea sons for wh ich Opper­

coouics H. "TaS not supplied with t he required filateria ls and ~ga~_e.!l el~, 

although he, D.-G ., had rec e ive d clear instructions to supply h i D wi th 

all tbat would be needed for a successful trade , and to ass ist hiu wbere 

possible. The ~sseobly furtheroor e disapproves of tIle decis i on of D. -G . 

and Counc il to let the ;'Beekesteyn fl dep<;,rt with a nUfilber of no t l ess 

than 866 slaves on bOdrd , whilst the r e were s till other ships available 

to be provided with an anlasoen. 1\ S a result of this, the deatl1rate 

ill.lOng these slaves was extreLlely high, further increased by deseases 

I/hicll deve l oped aJ:lOl1g tIlefJ, and the .\,sseobly hereby iss ues strict order;:; 

that never agc"1. i n such a huge nW:lber of slaves should be dispatc hed 011 

~oard of a single ship . 

Lastly , the l'. s ser.lbly is surprised tlw t itr. Hertog d i d report that he 11D.d 

eon dis l odged frou Jaquin, and that he carti ed on a profitable slave­

trade at Appa , hut that 11e did not oake any uention of his taking allay 

if7lf rolls of tobacco froD a ::'ortuguese ship to either the D.-G. or this 

.sGeI:Jbl y, u.rd resolved to I.rite hie about their surprise •.. 

IIIC 138. lIcrtogh Correspondence; 

lIertog~i to 2ranger, Ap:ra, 17th Jlugust 1 733. • .•• all loth of t,lis Goatl. 

the soall Portuguese ship ;'Hostra Senhora de TIosario d"Lntonio e !.luas.l , 

Capt . Iianoel Dies Assedo of Bahia, arrived on thcs~ roads, straiG:lt frOi. 

'.DolJai (=.3.Tone?) . I'c w ' s dispatched frou Bahia by its olmer Villes de: 

er.meu CuhirJbe:::-, and had on board 1,000 rolls of tobacG o. )'110 Capt. 

UfJbly requests Y •. S. for his passport, paying here tlie requ ... cd 10';~ • 

• Capt. gives as reasons for not going to d'El~ina, thui- for ccrto.in 

has ioposed fines of 16;[k of Gold ru:d L!OrC 

Captains who go to d l;:;lr.1ino., and tJ i;:; i -.;; 
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corJpe1led this Capt., in order to avoid such penalty, to sail straight 

frou Bahia to S.Donai, and froQ S.Douai hither, and therefore he offe red 

voluntarily to pay here those lCJ';0, requesting his passport, which I 

humbly request Y.H. to send as soon as possible 

Pranger to Hertogh, 15th January 1734; •••• In a letter dd. 26th Septej,ibej_' 

1732 Y.H. asked for assistance of sorae i'-1essieurs in order to send t~l er.1 

to ilthe DahomrJese 110bber in order to ask hirJ about the reasons for his 

actions ll
, but by no [leanS in order to get the captive servants of the 

Hable COIJP· released. Horeover, those Ilessieurs openly "frote to us, tlli):t 

they could not hope to be released unless socebody were sent by us, as 

indeed we sent Oppercoocies Blet. Furthermore, Onderconuies Hoffceester, 

although DahoJ;1i:le released hin on his own account in oreler to arrange t:lG 

a~ove with us, was not only held back by Y.H., but not even employed for 

t ha t purpose; Y.H. has even stolen some papers about Portuguese affairs 

which he should have delivered to us •.• (follows a rejection of c ost 

of II. 's attacks on P. as ;'stale;', "not cworth an ansv/er;', ;'confused and 

• .• We would be quite happy, fo r t he Coop.'s sake, if 

Y.n. were indeed safe froe DahoQcese attacks at Appa, but things e i ght 

very well develop in a oanner which is quite contrary to Y.H.' s icaginatic il. 

The accusations Y.B. addresses to the King of DahoDo are denied by hie 

witb equal forco ••• Concerning the rock-stones: we leave it to Y.H. to 

explain how we could send such stones: the slave s h ips are so heavily 

loaded wi tl1 \1ater-casks, firewood and cargaso~~e_~ ':/hen they leave here, 

that it \10uld be quite iupossible to add such a heavy load. It is not 

possible either to use the boats for that purpose, because we need t Ilel;l 

badly here on the Gold Coast . . 0 It would t a ke at least 6 years before 

they could have brought the re quired quantity. Horeover, Y.H. would 

noed [lUch r;lOre t han Dere stones: what about chalk, planks, rafters, nails 

L:e.? ••• Concerning the 474 rolls of tobacco Y.H. has panyarred, vfe 

unLlund that Y.II. al'!.Bvler for this act as soon as possible,in proper foru , 

Lecause this fJatter is quickly developi.ng into a Public and National 

l'ffair ••• Y.H.'s request for a year's l;]aintenance al l ovfance for Y. H. 's 

Gelf and his i-iessieurs and Conp.'s slaves is ridiculous ; if Y.H. can 

advance as Dany as 104 slaves, Y.H. (.mst be able to furnish that allowance: 

too. Ue nay elucidate Y.H., that Hr. Elet is not being paid either fo~ 

SUC:1 'necessities" as canoes, rOv/ors £Cc. As for Y.Ii. 's present Lodge at 

Appa, \10 doubt not that Y.H. will raaintain it for his o\-m account, ;) ecauue 

it was crected ,"Jittlout our knoy/ledge and 011 Y .H.' S 0\111 Fantasy, and , b eip..g~ 

r.lade of just cluy and ba.J:lboo, it can't have been very costly. Ilorcov('l', 

the Jaquin lodge ~/as also Dade without Coup. IS 1;1Oney •• , rfltis lettor 

BOGS wi til the present ship ;'Vryheyd", with cargasoen as belo\,f, \-I11ich, \Ie 

40ubt not, Y.II. will he able to dispatch as SOO,l .:t s Y.lI. l"<1S pronieed 

Ps short iron bars 
lb. cowries 

Platthi1jos 
.... Chintzes 

150 yds red linen 
880 Ps servettcn 
200 Ps Lcoeniasscn 
100 Pa Elue Half Guinesen 

60 white douritscn 
6,000 lbs gre~t nepten 

3 rece~ \1ri tin.:; pape:;:. 
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Pranger to Rertogh, 23rd January 1734 •.•. It is by no lJeanS ne,'lS to us 

that the King of Portugal has put certain penalties on the sailing of 

Brazilians vtho COLle to this Coast: it is sOl;lething which for several 

years now l1as been going on, but those Brazilians have by no 1:1eans avoided 

Eloina for that reason. After all that has passed, and also because it 

would for various other reasons be contrary to the Coup.'s interest to 

agree with the Portuguese's request to Y.R., Y.R. should tell hiD ill 

categarical tenlS on our behalf, that the first ship of their Nation 

which nay be found to the Leeward of El[]ina .,i thout our passport will 

be Dade a prize and confiscated ••• 

Pranger to Hertogh, 28th February 1734. Fror.l infaruations by Capts. 

J,indenberg and Leek vie understand that Y.H. has let the Bahia ship go, 

although it "las \'lith evrything in it a prefect pri;;e for the Hoble COrJp., 

and it is with great sadness that we see that Y.H. has in such a cowardly 

a,1d haruful Danner neglected the interest of the Hon. Directors our 

Ilasters. Ue expect Y.H. to send at the first coning occasion further 

inforoations about this, and for t<lhat reason Y.H. claius again the 7 Uk 

6~ 8 E. \.llich "Ie received froLI Capt. Lindenberg. FurtherLlore are sent 

to Y.H. with this ship the building I:laterials and labourers as indic ated 

in encloadd invoice, but no chalk. Y. H. oay use these i n the way Y.~. 

[lay think good, but to provide Y.H. with everything needed for the build·· 

ing of a real fort is totally if.lpossible for us: as a result of the 

sending of thene, we find ourselves even in a very difficult situation 

concerning the f.laintenance of the buildings here ••• 

(the invoice, of 2 pages (1) shows a large aoount of all sorts of buildin~ 
Llaterials, such as stones, nails, Boutry planks, I:wn:.:ers, saws, pliers ,".c 

2 blacksJ:li ths, I carpenter, 2 fl asons and 1 cooper) 

rlBKG 33; Letters of the Ass. of X • 

.. sc. of X to D .... G. Va.n Overbeeke, 29th October 173i-1" ••• Ve would be 

happy if Y.::'::. lived on good terns with Oppercouuies IIertogh •.• , y . ;~ . 

shQllld provide \lin with passports to be delivered to DrazilianE cOL:i ng 

frou S.Tou~ to Appa. According to the further regulations issued by 

Tl.eir Highnightinesses of the states-General on free trade, it should 

h~ noted that trade is now only reserved to the Coup. within Go uiles 

froLl tho forts and other esta.blishoents. The slave trade is n01;1 expected ' 

to reuain the [Jost iuportant activity of tho Conp., and a new contract 

!lao :)oen uade \,litl1 the ~o~p~tei!..~~_.surill~.ep, to vl1ich as [meli as p05S­

ible reuainders should be sold. Henceforward the traders will be allowed 

to sell their slaves to I.E. as well as to the cou~anders of other forts 

and lodges ••• 

\lIe 129. Hinutes of Eluina Council. 

th February 1734; ••• D.-G. inforued Council that tho Directors at t!KL" 

the Presidial Charlbcr ,\l;)stcrdan on llt:. Dece[lb~r a.p. Lad 

.end orders that Oppercow.1ies Hertogll shol.:lc1 be provided \-lit .. 

I'3Ilterial.s for the building of a lodge. ..,S suel: tlatcri:3.ls 



-207-

are very rarely sent by T .H. and that not even 10",-0 of vlhat is needed . 

f or the various establisl1fJents here on t h e Gold Coast could be sent, 

D.-G . gave into deliberation what should be done. As during the delib­

eration it was stressed t hat the Hon. Directors seeD to give a certain 

preference to i·lr. I-Iertogh, it Was resolved to send Irr. IIertogll as DallY 

Llaterials and labourers as the stores could supply 

D.-G. reported also tha t Capt. Lindenberg had received during 11is last 

visit to Appa an anount of 7 Nk 6 ¢ 8 E. froD tir. Hertogh, being t he lCr;; 

duty which a certain Portuguese ship had paid to hiul , cOl;li ng frou S . ThOL:e 

~Iithout first calling on EIDina, but which ship he, Capt., had l a t e r 

condidered confiscatable, and frou \1hic11 later he had t aken all th e 

tobacc o , which he had consequently sent up to EIDina. Upon t h is uent­

iOlled OppercoLmies had deLlanded the return of t hos e 7 ilk 6 ¢ 8 E. t Hhicll 

~Ias hm1ever refused by nentioned Capt., as he h a d learnt t lla t wi tll the 

help of Hertogh secretly a considerable nuober of slaves and a good quant·· 

ity of tobacco had been taken froLl that ship and brought on shore . Ther8'-­

fure the Capt. had handed over the sun of J;lentio;led sequestration to the 

D.-G. (On 30:3: '34 Council was i n forLl ecl of 11the value of the Portuguese 
ship \.hich '<las confiscated at Appa by t he Cr u iser "Besc hut ter" : 
3 41 rolls of Bahia tobacco ad 16 ~ 42 i,Ik 5 ¢ 

62 ; i " " " 12 ~ 5;.Mk. 6 ¢ G ;i 
104 ;. 11 " 1l ;) 4;€ 3 Uk 2 ¢ 

59 Ps. slaves II 8 ~ 36 J·ik 7 f5 
liquid gold 7 ¢ 6 ~ 

96 ilk :5 ¢ _ .. = fl 3 0 , 840.- ) 

NBI:G 99; ElI:l ina J ourl1.a1 . 

28th February 1734. Hrote to Hr. Elet at Jaquin: He are surprised a bout 

Y .Il. I s silence, not inforI:Jing us at all about the situation a Costy, \111il,s'~ 

~Ie understand that t he English Agents get very frequently letters froLl 

Costy. In our letter of 15th January we told Y.II . that Dppercom:i es 

Hertogh cOl:lplains about the way in ,<,llich Y.II. tries not only to dra"l 

away his servants but e ven his l-Iessieurs , i n particular, as it se er.1S, Jaz! 

Dronaeoa, and we therefore thought it necessary to cleLland frOl;) oenti oned 

D. that he explains on paper in detail the reasons he had to abandon in 

silence his forner patron ••• 

.Lith lIarch 1734. Received a letter froLl OppercoIJrJies Elet , dd. [.cc ra, 

8th 1·larch; ••• 'l'his is to inforD y.E. that after a voyage of 28 day s I 

arrived yesterday here at Accra, bringing \.i tll De all envoy of the r: i ng Gi 

nahotltle, .. ,ho is to speak about certain rJatters with Y.iL I shall tllere·· 

fore cotle as SGOll as I have recovered a lit tle of tIle fatigue .lh ich I ~lUC 

to suffer 

NBKa "; Letters froD Cha1:1ber Ar.Jste:!:dar:J. 

Cbulber Atlsterdar.l to D.-G. Overbeeke, 20th :Ipril 1734 ••.• I;e do insi;:,-: 

• I.E. should do everything possible ·to llClp OpporcOJ:ll.lies Herto.;h to 

his fort at Appa. He needs in particular uood, bui:; \le sliD.1I 

to have as Clucll as possible sa'<lll at :.ppa itself, \-Ihic:l llC 

",0 do nov that he bas slaves, carpenter.:; and [lasons ••• 
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\Ie shall send, provisionally, 12 cannon (6 8-pounde rs and 6 12-pounders) 

by the :lLeusden:; , and v,e send enclosed also a plan SllO\'ling the size ano. 

the foru of thc fort. We received coopl a ints by Oppe rcoooies Hert ogh 

abou t Y.1::.' s predecessor ",ho left hir.l often vii t :lOut trac1eg oods, and we 

l,uve der.lOnstrated to iir. Pra..'1ger our displeasure about t :~ is. FroLl iir. 

lle rtogh's let ter of 9th SepterJbe r \Ve reall tile evil and pernicious c onduct 

of llr. El et air.ling no-(; only at the ruin of iir. lIertog:l but also at t l,o.t 

of the entire 'l' rade of the l! oble COfJp., g oing even to such extents thdt 

11e se eos t o have i nc ited the iJatives to chase Iir. Hertogh fro Ll his pl ~,-ce. 

e have decided t ha t we cannot any longer allow SUCll scandalous behaviour, 

and rcsolved, afte r hear ing all othe r Chanbers and getting their author i s· 

fl.tiOl1, to dis Ll iss l:lent ioned Elet fror.l t he service of the COiap ., and to 

let hil:l anS\/er for hhlsalf at EluJina. ~'l e leave it to Y . E. 's vli s e judge-

~nt whether it woul d be to t~e benefit of tho Coop . t o oai nta i n the 

factory at Jaquin. If so, we recofJo end Y . ~. to send there an able person 

\1,10 ~lill be able to live ped c e full y \'l i th iir. He r to:;h; because we a re 

dcfinitel y of thc opin i on that the factory at Appa is Dost profita~le to 

tIle COI;lp., the Llore so " a s we are i nforhled fro !.. ~Urina!;len that tlle slaves 

f1OJ. "ppa are considered the very best, v/l1 ic h can also be see:l frou tIle 

prices v'~l ic h are be i ng paid for t he!;l. If Oppe rcol]u ies Eertogh is i ndeed 

urivcll fro);] J.ppa as a r e sult of Iir. :Bl et's activities, tlle latter shoulcl 

be duly punished, and i n t Iwt case also, Y.E. should try by all rJeal1G to 

put bin again in t he:! possession o f that factory at !eppa. lei'OLl j'r. ':ertog'l. ,', 

letter we furtheroore unde rstood that the for);]er n.-G. }ranGer deo~ndcd 

frOl:, hirl 23 lilc 1 0 ~ ill connect ion with sllips 'le dicpo.tched to .• uerico. . 

Ie can't ulldersto.nd thi s:~ and \<,e recoGi.!end Y.:C. to exar.line t!lis uattcr. 

" l'CCO.:ll ,end Y ",';. to s end the present ships, . is t'eeLlillj'scn' (iiaaze)," 0t8.(1 

" T Mde ~ (J!ortl:ern 'luarter) aild "Leusdell (GroniLcen), lIl,osc cargoes a~'e 

'ntirely destined for ~ppa, as soon as possible to th~t place, which 

auld allo\1 the COl:.p. to double its trade on the Coo.Gt of .. frica. '.!e 

vo appointed Jan Hickels as surgeon \/ ;10 SilOUlo. stc...r \Ii til dr . lIertoJI 

rcccivcu froD Zurinar.len nc\/s about tilE' poor condition in w:lich tLc 

l"'ves sent per ,'nustllof" havc arrived t'ltJre of t: c 716 sla.ves put 0;. 

o rtl of t.,1at ship hy l.r. Elet at Jaquin, onl'r 374 arrivcl! alive , a.1d 

t OuO \/Ore, I.!OreOvcr, sold for very poor priccs. Ir. :let ')OUgllt a vcr:' 

d assortLent of slaves fo"' that s!lip, a.-d WU are infcr:.lcc1 that tl _re 

.... ere 1J0re than 100 in fan ts aLiong therJ: a~. tl e tlO-'- ,1 rs c Duld l:ot fcC'" t .. ec~ 

'llldrcn 'Hi til t:.c ordill;).ry ship j s food, tLcre \1£1.1> lot, of r. izer:{ a. d 0.1.. "-

lot of ete lC!l :lnd filth, and cO!1seque:!ntly hi..., 1 Llor alit.! 

ncl.: 'J:;xtract of a letter by Up ,ere 0 ... i<!5 c.,to,.· I d'. 

"~, to Ass. of X. • •• r Iltwbly I1sk pCl'Lis 'i) t u Id 

pat 9t: Sept. 

_ .~ herc llt 

• tor which I 'lave already stakcd out a ic(;; vcll-si f.uated place. 

jUet, before he becace r.ly eheoy I agr·. cd f :11' '1.'1 t i.; is tl 

letters froLl. ericD. I und".'13t~.l(' 1..1130 t'lat [, 

ere. ut I need buildL.g 1 tcrialc; ail 4-,.) .. c. 

and t e .-G. wer~ to o.oree to t, iu, -
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~lOul c1 not onl y accept to suppl y Y.E . s with t he require d. ~~~oan_ 

of 2,500 s l aves Y.E. s are bound by Contract to s upply to Aoerica every 

year, but as Dany bey ond t hat nuuber as Y.E. s nay f i nd good , and a part 

froD these "lith a nice quantity of elephant s' teeth and liquid gold . I 

Dust howe ver i nsist t hat Y.Es. s end De at earliest conveni ence t he above 

uellt i one.J r.luter i a ls and cannon, becuus e the j eul ousy of tho Hon . D . - G. 

and Hr. Bl e t is go ing so f a r t hat t hey are try i ng t o st~ge a wa r agui ns t 

we in oruer to Dake no depart f roLl he r e , and cven, if poss i bl e, t ol)etrD.~'· 

DC to Dahotme, t hus delivering De up f or [iUSSaCr e The D.··G. s eer;w to 

be so f ull of ha t red towurds uy person, that I an even il0 l onger allowed 

to receive the requi r e d t radegoods, or, whon aOrJEl ~rivc , they . . are 50 

rotten that they f a l l i nto p i eces as s oon as they are unl oaded. I f th i s 

continues in thi s way, I s hal l fee l coupelled t o ask Y. £s .' pe r u i ss i on 

for resigna tion. When the Al u i ghty God had saved uc frou thc DahoDLlcs e 

J;urdcrer, and see i ng that I ar.l robbed of all for whi ch I have been workiEg 

hard for long years in Y.Es . ' servi ce a t Jaquin I try to get satisfaction 

for the Noble Conp., t he D.-G. has cons istently r efused [Ie all assist~~ce. 

(follo"/s: sUL1L;ary of events concerning Blet and the release of the DutC :' ·· 
Dan froD ~llada, a nd Pranger's re fusal to follow n. 's advice) 

If the Coop.'s servants begin to oake war on each other , wha t excellent 

opprtunity i s then g i ven to the Negroes to take fr oD t he Hoble Coop. its 

land and pros perity ! Buy God save usl I have now severul tiDes request -

cd the Do --G. fOJ. .... tho l:later i a l s needed for t :le construe ti e; ll of [t fort, but 

nover h~viilg been allowed to receive anything, I have finally t aken the 

liberty of writing to t wo gent l ewen on a.Donai, askin~ theu if t hey uay 

La able to he l p ue with SODe r aft ers and planks. 

C;wJ.lber .\l:lsterdar.i t o Overbeeke, 29th October 173 L" y . : ,.'s lette r uf 

?lst May contained s uch indecent terninology and uas so direspectful, tha t 

Ill' nust say tha t we haVE! never before received suchlike, and 'vIe \·/oulcl 

have h,-,d reasons enough to disuiss Y . ;~ . and all those \'1110 have signed it, 

but we decided to use ~ofter ue~ns . Y.E. cODplains about the lack of 

current trac'egoods in 'ihe outer··forts. but we find that there arc i n fact 

uore goods stored ill tbeee forts t han thc total ~uantity sold during a 

ItlJole year. He arc 11m-lever pleased to se c t >at Y.E. seeks to r:Jai lltai~, a 

Good lw.rr.lOl1Y \Ii til 0ppotcO[il.ies i-Iertogh. Havi nt; taken into cOilsidcratiol: 

if it would not be in the advantage of tllC )'ol.)].e Coup. to allo\\! nOlltio.1Co. 

Hortogh to issuc passports to Drasilluns, we ~ave decided to acquiesce to 

that, and to lot hiJ;l have blank passports and to allo;[ 11 i L. to collect t ile 

10% duties, but oil l y [rOLl ships cooiHg fro .. ~: . T:lOlJEL If Y.J~. can't got 

all the mquirod sl~ __ ves froi-l .\ppa, let tlle ships t~'l~c t: OL. fro!. Llcina .:t . ,C' 

iJe no longer pay 3.ttention (sic) to tIl" factory at Jacyir., 

copy o f a letter WTj.ttea by ';ppercormieG J:let to CClpt. ,Ie:.::: 

understanc1 t:lat it is :Ln t'. very dc.i1.;eous position. \Ie COl clu,1f __ ~ 

'la.,. •. been aJruldoned, and we ardor Y.:"':. I.erc",_ 

:a'beut the.t natter. ;!c lIay rcninu Y .T~. t!l_''; 
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y.E. has been written to dismiss Oppercommies Elet from the Comp.'s service 

and to let him answer for himself at Elmina. Oppercommies Desbordes is 

to command the fort at Accra. Furthermore, \Ie must inform Y.E., that ".,e 

have learnt that in 1730 former General Pranger, Chief lIerchant LaplanqtlC 

and Oppercommies Blittersdorp have divided ~aong themselves 177 slaves 

acquired in the Quit o. war, but that they have put them in the books as 

having been bought; furthermore, that he, Pranger, would have captured 

30 sla!ee of the Cab~ceexAYElbam~vog _, and sent them to Surinamen ••• 

As in consequence of the freedom of trade on the Coast of h frica the Co~p·· 

ani's trade is bound to diminish, we have decided to reduce the number of 

factors for the trade to 6, OndercomDiesen to 12, and Ass istants to 1 8. 

From a letter sent fror:! Paramaribo on 1 2 th darch 1734, vie understand tlK~t 

the Negro Tekki, ~lho had been accused by flb ocan of 'vlanting to bewi tcll hirn 

by burying a deer's skull under his h ouse in order to mllice him die, and 

uho had been sent to Surinamen by lIr. Pranger, has behaved very ~lell 

during the riot on b oa rd of the ship ;IVr yhey d ll , and ':;y his actions touart1s 

the slaves has saved the ship as well as any 'v/hi ternan could have done. 

It was t here fore decided to let him return to Elmina ••. 

HEKG 8; ii inutes El mina Council. 

25th October 1734, Former D.-G. J.Pranger explained why he had sent the 

llegro Tekki, sub-makelaer of the Comp., as slave to Surinamen: In 1 730 

sub-makelaer Cob'.Jena Pantyn had died, and as in case of sickness or ab­

sence of Chief I'iake laer ,',bbocan there should oe a sub-makelaer, 'rekki 

lias elected, all the special reque8t of :,boocan. But mentioned Tekki had 

onl~r us his aim to harm his benefactor, being jealous for his be i ng onl:, 

J. sub-makelaer. He found a certain free Negro called Schipper San \·Iho 

\las prepared to kill Abbocan, but San rather told J,bbocan about the plot , 

~lthough Abbocan would at first not b e lieve him, eventual l y he told the 

ilmi~a Caboceers about ih9 who took the trouble of questioning t he one 

Who had reported the case , •• then they found it nc longer difficult to 

understand the worda of mentioned Tekki " t hat one ,iay they \"ould all come 

creeping to\vards him like dogsn (just as the notorious makelaer :,kim had 

:lone in the days of lir. Van Sevenhuyse n) . Then they asked me to 2,'rant 

them as a group an audience. They told me that he, ~ekki, had committed 

serious crimes under the previow; D.-G., such as falGifying gold, and 

briefing to the Fantynse all t"hat we had t een discuss;'ng here 1;/hel1 \Ie 

were c.t '<tar \'1ith Fantyn. He would also hdve murdere!.\ several llegl'oes, 

Buch e,s Jas, ;\placoe and others . :rhe" said tllat t'.ler·3 could iiot be 

peace and harmon:r ~mong the people as long as he Ii ve,l aJ;]ong therll, insist­

ing urgently ~h:tt he s;JOuld be sen\ to America. -Ihen 1 later faced 'l'ckki 

with these accusat:iolls, he said tl1~t he "/anted the advice of lUG friencb. 

not really deny anything, offe::;-ed 12~ lll-. in order to 'JC 

:J~t 'he Jjlmilla Caooceers insisted tl~'""t .L 

a'flay. On the q~eBt1on why r.~ekki had for 150 long escaped 

Pranger sai,l,the.t he could not 'ue :Quai-shed for tbin~8 

been foun~ innoc:en t. ,;' .. 6 he, '.:.'ekki t '.:lad close 
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connections and relations in Fantyn, the lUmina Caboceers ,Tere afraid of 

revenge. llr. Pranger denied that he had sent Tekki to :lmerica because 

he o\ied him an amount of 20 mk, saying that this was a rumour for which 

not the least proof 1IJ0uld be found, and that moreover no l'Jegro in this 

Crom was a~le to lend such an important sum. Hhen asked 1,Ihy he had taJcen 

from this Negro all his slaves, up to a number of 400, as well as 100 Uk 

of gold, Hr. Pranger answered that that too ,[ould be difficult to prove, 

as even he together wi t:1 all his friends \'lould not have one half of all 

that, and thc. t the Gentlemen knew very vlell tha t there arc these day s 

'lery fevl Coast Negroes who own so many slaves and that much gold 

that most of his youngmen had escaped in the afternoon after his arrest 

and fled to Fantyn, and that his gold, furniture and slaves -most of them 

old macron men and ItIOmen, pavms and children- \yere talcen by the i-lina Cabo­

CBcrs, 1.1ho solemnly agreed to pay his debts vlith them. lir. Pranger denied 

to have received even a stuyver or a single slave of all that, but that 

H is true that the lIina Caboceers presented him vlith 25 blmdas. 

·Jr. Prcmger w.:ts then entert.:tined O-bout the affo.irs of [.ccru, and told that 

the inhabitants should be satisfied about a certain claim of 100 bendas 

the} demand from the Danish fortress there. Hr. Pranger explained that 

the origin of this claim could be found in the following : in 1732 the 

Danes started to build a fort at Great Hingo, but then our Accra sui.:Jjects, 

together with those of t he English went thither, and demol ished t hat 

factory completely, l)ringing with violence the Danish Chief Herc hant , 

tobether \-li th hw other Buropeans, cack to :,ccra. These :Suro pe ans, nOH 

fully under their control, had to suffer all sorts of hardships, a.ll.d t~. e 

Dallish Chief iierchan t 1IlaS even threa t~ned vTi th death. ;.s these gentler.1e.n 

wore being treated in a miserable manner i n the negro-town right under 

tllB fort, he could not bU'!:; give in to their d~maL\ds, no matter hO\r1 un­

rOQsonable they were, and promise them 100 bendaa of gold . Later they 

claimed this money again from Ilr. Elet , uhan they held responsible. r!i 

order that this matter might not have a serious af'termath, Hr. Pra.."1.ger 

decided, with the Council's consent, to go himself to ~ccra in order to 

make inquiries. He was told that they had acted 0:1 nobody f s persuasion , 

and that the ~r had not in:formed him, P., about it, ;,ut that the many in­

jUt'ies which t;'.ey had sufiercd from the Danish IJati on during the J.quamboe 

War had made thom decide on revenge, and that they ordered the Danes to 

pay those 100 bendas to tLc full. It should be remarl:ed that the}, :.ccra,]", , 
have Btl'ongl~T insisted with the.: :,kim people that th,eJ help them to collect 

from the Danes \>Ihat they consider ·their justified c;laim ••• 

( ncl.) IlClaim by Darcon, son of: il.l'ioe, at present nl8.1cclaer at .. ccra, lo(\:;e::'. 
with Ph •. ',ugier, liembcr oJ Council and Eool:kecper-Gener~l, dd. l5'c·. 
October 1734". 

oOlllplaina that recently D.-.4. Pranger had extorted. fro:'! him fO;..lr 

bendas ot g~::dl in order to· pay in part for a ch .. L. 

howev.r deU1~es to o\le. llS mentioned 40 :-endo.s 

by the i~raer Oppercol~les Jac. de la rlan1uo 
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to his father l' .. moe and that he cannot understand how a present, \'lhicr: by 

no means \1aS equal to the heavy expenses which he (his father) had made 

in order to defeat the i\.quamboese in their war, could be claimed bacl;:, 

tho more so as mentioned de la Planque and former Opporcommies Blitters­

dorp had caused the disappearance of a number of 75 persons, including 

women and children, among uhom were at least 15 of his OHn brothers and 

sisters of the flesh, in a very unreasonable an inhuman manner, i n spit e 

of their promise of protection. Darcon therefore applies to Y.E. for the 

return of the 4 slaves~ the 75 persons and the 4 bendas of gold, as his 

father has by no means promoted the :,quamboe 1.-Tar, but only has fulfill ed 

his duties as a faithful subjec t of the Company in the defence of its 

forts and the defeat of its enemies 

2nd March 1735; ••• are informed by a letter from Hertogh, dd. 30th Dec. 

'3 Lf, that Commander Hillem Hoog at Benyn is imprisoned and i n shackles, 

because when he visited himself Great Denyn in order to claim some debts 

from the King, he engaged in a quarrel with the latter, altQ. had dra'lm a 

pistol with the i ntention of shooting the King, as was reported to him, 

:Ie rtogh, by a Caboceer from the Eenyn, and that, failing this, he had 

shot one of the greatest of the Caboceers. 

It is necessary to seek i mmediate redress for this matter, and we there­

fore resolved to send thither, via Appa, Ondercomruies Velthuys on board 

of the barque lIHet Hoppien , togethe r uith T.C.Hoffmeester, and to \frite 

to Hertogh that he shoud find met s ome means to get payment for the 

remaining debts i n the Denyn, and to bring the Comp.'s goods there in 

safety, leaving it to his judgement if the Comp.'s lodge there s hould 

be abandoned Ql:.:ll.ot one of the mentioned Ondercommiesen continue the 

trade there, keeping an eye on the lodge from ,'.ppa, which, as far as He 

knO\l is only 3 or 4 daye away from the Benyn 

10th I·larch 1735; The former D.-G. J .Pranger appeared before Council to 

refute three points imputed to him; firstly, it is well known, he said, 

that the former Chief Herchant De la Planque haB ~iven a considerable 

amount of money on credit to his subjects living under the fort at Accra 

in order to buy all sorts of things ne'!ld(lu for their defence, at th;; 

begin,ling of the Aquamboe war (wrongly ca1.led the Qui ta ,.;ar) , b\.l.t also 

that he has given in the same \fay an eClually larDe sml tb th~se subjects 

in ol'deI' that they may pay for tho a:ilOullt \1hich the ,'.kim people happened 

to demand froQ him. They had to pay back 1:heL' dci.;ts in instz,lments, \l1ic~: 

indeed done at regular intervals. and i ll that way mentiuned 

l1erchant (who had gone to .. cera on my orders in order to help Opper­

Blittersdorp under those a:ifiil~ult circwnst,'.nces and also bocan£;') 

had for the same reas4Jn eer,t one of th.eir :.gents, i:r. Cruikshr;.lll. 

Bome slaves whom he had received as purt of the: paJmc:-.· 

fc¢ the '::omf. nobody in the worJd could 

iJl "he sG.c.~led Quita or rather .".quamboe 
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war Here divided among Iiessrs De la Planque, Blittersdorp and me ••• 

Secondly, it is a lie that I would have robbed the Negro Ayebamansoe of 

a number of slaves; it is true that I received such number om slaves , 
from the Beach Negro Boa and others at fort Hollandia, where I had gone 

on the request of Commies Leuven, in 1 732, in connection "lith the partial 

payment of a sum I had formerly credited to ~ssiantyn traders . 

Thirdly, I also deny that the 4- slaves and 4 bendas of gold \-Tere extorted 

by me from Da.,eon: Darcon himself came to me to pay an old deb t of his 

father's, and the amount of \"Ihich he clai ms that it had been a present 

from De l a Planque to his father ? had never been i ntended as such. 'I'here 

I aren't any proofs either about my having made disappear 75 slaves, and at 

any rate, it is highly unlike l y that there were 15 of h i s relatives l' in 

the flesh;/ among them: ho,. could h is father, who ,las at that time t~1e 

Hoble Comp.'s makelaer and a Negro of great authority and respect,a1ib"ow 

the carrying a\vay of such a large number of his 0';111 c hildren and not 

I complain about it to me ? 

16th ,\ugust 1735. ,\s there ha s been no nevIS from . ,.ppa. for i.l. Ion:; time 

now, it was tal;:en into deliberation u hat to do with the ships vlhich are 

expected soon for the slave trade. The last report r e ceived fro m ~ppa, 

in June, gives the impressi on that trade there i s no longer very favour--

ai)le to the Compo It was resolved to write a letter to Oppe rcomr1i es He rt -­

oth, through Quita, urging him to report at earliest convenience. 

29th September 1735. Compla ints ha ve be en receive d from virtua lly all 

~~c commanders of the outerforts about their lack of tra de g oo ds, a nd 

about t~e l a rge numbers of slaves the y ha ve bought but who are not b e i n z 

collected, also that Natives repeatedly request goods wh ic h t hey ne e d, 

but which arc not being sold to them. The traditional merc hants, a~ ong 

whom should be reckoned Pockoe, the King of the ~ssiantynen h imself, have 

threatened, seeing that there is a s h ip with merchandise l y i ng on the 

roads off Elmina freshly arrived from Holla nd, t ha t the ~T \/ill be cor,lpelled 

to address themselves to other Nations, although they have alva ys c a rrie d 

on most of their trade \vi th tl-Je Il oble Comp., if we continue i n our re f usal 

to trade .lith them. Considering, on the othe r hand, t lnt t he COf,lp. \lov.Ld 

Jl'obably have to spend a lot to win them back to our side after h<l.vin6 

fused to sell to them, and,moreover, that they promise to supply the 

\1it~l its required ~~0...r::E. \vithil1 one munth if \Je Here to 

and not to send it dotm to ,i.ppa, and also (considering t '1d. t) 

received from ~ppa (dd. 2nd G eptec~e r ) 

has some work with the dispatc h of t l_" .I Beelce-

, it was resolved to unload from the "Deschutter" all those goods 

saleable here, and to barter them foj,- the required number of 

there is no doubt that such slaves can 'Je furnis l,ed 

number of' slaves are already in store, and tu sc:.-d 

destined to the :-,ower Coast to .• :ppa 
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4th November 1735. The ilBeschutterli is ready to s a il to-morrow with 

its required ~~ and as it is a strong ship and it is possible 

that no other such occasion 1ITill present itsa:h f for a long tlhme to come, 

it was resolved to put among its ~eturn-freight the available gold in 

cash, worth 200 Hk.. .. , . 

VIC 110, Letters from the Coast of Guinaa ; Quita Corresp ondence. 

From to Pr£lJ."1ger, Qui ta, H~th December 1734 • I arrived here on Lfth 

December, and assur e d myself of the co-operat i on of t he King. There is 

a rumour that Jaquin was attacked by the King of Dahome, and tha, t all t he 

Camp.' s effects and the whi temen have been take n, b -clt also t hat Dahoma 

himself (sic) has fled, as he is being pursued by the King of ~ijo and 

hie people ••• 

lrom to Pranger, 4th February 1735 • •• , I sent one of my boys to Lit t l e 

POJo in order to l earn about the situation at Jaquin .,. and t he Caboce or s 

of Little Popo assured him that Dahomee was c hased by t he Etj ose peop le, 

and that the Dutch Comp.'s effe cts were still a t Jaquin, but that the 

\'Tllitemcn vTere be inG kep t inside (the lodge) by the J;t jose, but that the 

latter did not do any harm to the Europeans 

m.-G. Overbe eke to From, 17th February 1735. Y,H . may keop the canoe 

I:I'! ie h \~as brought by the ;:S tad & Lande", principally in order to get 

more frequent contact with ~ppa, as correspondence wi th that place is 

uiffiGIult over land . Hr. Hertogh at .'.ppa and tlr. De s bordes at :'.ccra 

havo already been informed of this arrangement ••• 

Prom to Overbeeke, 17th February 1 73 5 . Concerning the trade here, 

1 IJay inform Y.E. t hat it is much disturbed as a result of the \-,ar of 

the !chi Catocee r Uzer, but I am confident that trade \-lill 130011 resume 

as ;Je can no longe r stay here below (to the leeward of) t he Hio Volta 

II.Caratares i: .. U.Lincklaers, q uita, to Overbeeke, 1 7 t h Februar y 1 735 · 

'.'h .. he, Ondercor.J lies Ca rstares had gone to Deedo, in order to .speak 

with the l:ing of Dahomme, he,. Carstares had to stay there for 8 days 

~()rore he vias gr ',nted an audience by the King, and \lhen this finally 

;l8,ppened , it ~raG in the presence of t he English, French and ~ortugues(; 

Govarnors and some Captains. Carstares asked wh:;' the !i. ing of 0ahor,I1:10 

tho Hoble Comp.'s s e rvants out of the lodge, and ti~en its 

oocla, and upon this tile King let Carsta res oe tol d that he to o had lost 

a of goods at Jaquin. Ondcrcommies could not get a proper ans\'lar 

the hing only added that it W~3 not hi~ fault. 

the l( ing intended to do vii th tile white Comp.::ny--

• he, r~ing, replied that he did not want to keep any \lhitel:1a:l 

aD4l that tlley could go uhereever tilCY Oig:lt please, 

days lat.r all the (representatives of) i!ations 

Itins, and this time over~-body got a private 

that within a £e\-I days 
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all the Flemings (sic) \/ould be allo\ved to leave, but that he \yanted that 

one of them stayed in his country, tim ordorto be sure that he, Carstares 

as \1ell as the big \'!hiteman -by .!hich he meant Ondercommies Lincklaer­

I vould go to the whitemenis country, and that nobody would go to the 

great \-/hi ternan, his enemy at ;'ppa . Carstares then demonstrated t hat the 

King would do great harm to his fame if he kep t a uhi ternan 1r1i th him agains'c 

his 'Iill, that such a thing 1rlould make other Nat i ons afraid of coming t o 

the ran6'S COUlltry. rfhe King at last agreed tha-;; a ll the Flemings could 

leave, but not their r01rlerS , be c ause ho \'Janted per force (sic) that t ] lO~' 

stay ••• 

,'hen \ .. 0 .,.Jore all on the heach, ready to leave on bo[',rd of a French ship 

to (!uita, and the soldier Izak and foreman iIoljeres \lith his tolO children 

had already embarked, 5 of the Comp.'s servants decided to stay there, 

although their goods wore already in tile canoe. Ue have never been aolo 

to understand why they decide d to stay, apart fron the reasons given 

by ~sGistant Chevallier in his letter. In view of tho threats by the 

King of Dahome we could not fulfill our order to go to ~ppa, the more so, 

as thore was the risk that the King would take revonge on the Compo 's 

servants uh o were still with him 

From to Ovo rbeeke, 26th February 1735. Ondercom~ies Lincklaers is too 

ill to !Je transported from he re. He will probably dio /: he did, on 6/3:/ 

j: humbl y request Y.E. to agl'OIii that this factory may be CD-lIed 'ISinge l cn--

8urg'/ • 

f 1'or,1 co Overb~vko, 10th i-larch 1735 •••• The ivory trad v has comu to a 

complote standstill, because a ll thv Crepo0se have retired t o the forest 

out of foar of th~ Aki.so. There is howevur a fD-irly large offer of 

slaves, and I hereby \li8h to recyost Y.E. I S permission to sell t hum 

for ~old to the Portuguese 

~ho bringur of t~is letter i s a Negro or servant (s ic ) of Cabocevr 

.. dwoma of Little Popo, \'lho has asked me to promota the release of a 

certain Negro-boy called Sekje ~mma, a servant of i~ . Pranger, who is 

kupt prisoner at Elr.1ina in connection vIi th an alleged gold-theft. I 

Would bv ~~~teful if Y.~. could comply uith ~dwoma's request, because 

this caboceor could be of creat service to me here in connection with 

tho promotion of the Comp.'s tr~do .. . 

Ovorbuokc to From, 12th ,.pril 1735· ,s '<Ie 'lave convincing pro()fs 

of tho guilt of thv Negro Sckje :.rJda, we do not think that He could 

him like that. nut he has man; relativ~s hore at 11mina, 

save his hoad by paying back ••• 

Dos Dordcs to ;.s.3c;;)bly of X, 31st Hay 1736 •.•• Concerning th::: 

wo may tell Y.Rs. good neus, because trade s~~us to pro ­

th-::rc. In conncc tion \Ii th t~lC continuous \12.1:"6 

of the Compo 's goods, it is hO'.lcver sug',ePrc-' 

factory at ;Lccra The ple,c::: U!lcrc 0p:x;l"cc._ 

,tlle Isl.and Patakkcric" by him, but tl:c 
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19th Hay 1736. President (Des Bordes) demonstrated that a Portuguese 

Bra3il ship, unde r comuand of Capt. Domingo Pirez Ribeiro, after a stay 

of 4 days here and the payment of its duties, "!8.S ready to sail to Fida, 

Jaquin &c. in order to barter its tobacco for slave s, which gave h im 

occasion to demonstrate also that for a long time now 1.':nglish and fre e 

Dutch captains had thought out a practice by Lihich they solI their slaves 

to the: Portuguese for their (Bahia) tobac co, using t hat tobacco a 2;["cin 

to sell it on t he Gold Coast, tacking to the windvlard, and undermining 

the trade of hhe Noblo Compo vii th very 10\>1 prices. Pr e sident said t h2.t 

it i'laS n e cessar y to thi'/art such ruinous practices as Duch a s possib l e, 

wld suggested tha t the best way to do that would be to 0.1101;1 ment i oned 

Portuguese to barter as much of his tobacco for slaves at 1.nnomaboe and 

Cormantyn as he likes, so that the mentioned inte rlopers vJill not fi nd 

the usual re a dy market when they arrive there. It W[,S resol verl t o g i ve 

the Portuguese the permit as suggested by Preside nt 

27rd L:eptember 1736. President an11ol.mced that peace had re turne d t o 

,Umina town after the quarrels between Hakelaer Aobooan. QIld .. Cilbocqor 1.1ahC'. 

and that from i nquiries mad e by l1embe r s of Council it appea rs 

that in the riot of 3rd and 4th ;,pril our i1akelaer : .o oocan · s people 

clearly were the aggressors against ~mba and his people, with t ho r esul t 

thai:. sevoral peo:pl e died. l'iembers a greed that ;.boc an s hould be compellor.1 

to pay recompensat i on ••• 

23rd Nove mbur 1736. President d 0monstruted that ther0 vus a gre at 

shortage of th0 most popular k i nds of merchandi se such as Cowr i es, 

;)punish Nept<.m and GunpovJde r, ,Ji t h th," rosul t t hu t the s l ave trade, 

ulthough it seems quit e f lourishing at tho moment, cannot properl y be 

contimccd by thu Hoble Compo :1e sugG0sted t hurufore, und it 'Nas res ol ved 

to buy 6,000 Ibs. cowries a nd 1,000 I bs gunpO\'Jder fr om the French CupL 

Joa.n Durant \'lho arrived on th0se roads on 20th lJ ovember .•. 

;;tn Jnnuary 1737. Coml'lies Campert, fro m ,\ ccra, demons t rated that he heAd 

had good reasons to suggest , that th0 lodge at Qui ta Sll ould h e comb L l0d 

witL his factory for its socurity , as he had no doubt th~t with t h0 he l~ 

of his :.ccra subjects ho cO\.ll d protect it aGainst the attack of an~'oo <1y 

EUld promotc its trade. nut sinc (; then he had expe~'ienced t ho.t in fact 

this ~las impossible as the result of tho Silliste:r artifices of mentiuno C::. 

Objocts, and also that because of th.: Great distunce and tho unsafet~T of 

paths his scrvunts could not get quickly enough anS\1cr in COlee of 

a nd ho therefore sugGos t ed t hat SOGlebod~T sbould go t::.cr<.: O.S 

pClepend,ont comw:1.l1der t somebody who :;as suf i icicnt credi i; \:i tll tho 

convince them to pose: as protectors of tll.: t lodge 1. t 

to appoint as Commander thore :.ssis tnnt F roD, who is 

• and who has been there for a lOIlb tii:w, and who h:..s 

brought that lodge t» u ccrt:..in prosperity, 

of mentionod .. quamloese ••• 
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:. letter from ,',ssis t O-nt From \."as t hen r ca(1 ou t , i n 'Thi ch he sta t od tll..lt 

'y_ ~ resol u t i on 
C J '" 

o f D.··G. D.nd Council he had i n 1734 been a p po ;;.m.te d to 

admin i ste r the Comp.'s lodge at Quita, but that he had been compe l led 

to make considerabl e expenses for t he ([efence of the l odge and the s are--

guard of the Comp.'s effects, and that i t wou l d be of the greates t neCOSB" 

itJ' to make some furthe r expenses for the c ons t ruction of a bui ld i ng i ll 

the form of a s ort of stronghold, with t wo bastions moun t ed with 1 7 g uns, 

~ut th~ t he could not poss i bl y c arry such expenses a lone, and t ha t he 

therefore hum1;}ly requested for a ss ista nce It was resolved to grant 

:.ssista nt From a subsidy of 4 !'ik •••• La stly , Pr es i dent dCi~lOnst rated tl.!ut 

t'lCi Dani sh Hat i on had sone time ago completed a c e:~·ta in lodge or s trongl1oJ.c', 

at IJingo, armeo wi th c annon, and that they ",ere 8.ct i ve i n luring all 

traders coraing from tho l eeward to tho. t p l a c e, whi ch i s g r eatly de t r im­

outnl to our trade ••• 

27th liay 1737. D.·-G. Des Dordes r ead out a letter from l.ccl'a fro r.] ""ic:'l 

it appcQrs th2.t a certain Negro there has dnred to spread t h e rur.lour that 

the General woul d hnve negotiated wi th the Assinnty nen i n orde r to c onvince 

them, through promises and g i fts, t o attack the ~kimse, auJ to 8~ke suc h 

0. long \Tar on them thn t they \-/Quld be tot cc11y ruined. 7his r -...unour \Joul c1 

hav\.! caused such g re o.t consternntion among t he Ak imse , tha t t ho~' \loro 

!'Iovcd to make nn a l liance "'i th the Dan i sh Governor against our people 0 

r.-J . demonstrated what ruinous conse quenc es t he sproad of this obnoxious 

rum our a bout the \-felr a gainst .'"kim could hnvo fo,,' our liat ion, if t h o. t 

lln.tion \Jore not convinced of the un-truth o r it. If we f etilod to con­

vinco the Al:imse t hey \1/Ould certainly carry on theil' trade (I!h ic l, i s trw 

moet iruport:mt of t llG whole Lo't/cr Const) exclusively \lith the )) a'105. 1; . ­

BU..;.;cstcJ tho.t a Commission of Enquir~' s hould be sont thither. :.s none 

of t'l\.! 110mbers had however Ccny kno~lledgo of Ac cra, neve r havi ng sto.-'ed 

thorc, apart from D . .. G., II .r: . ilr. Des Bordes decided to g o tcle,,'C h i ms elf 

I:BI~G 190; Diary of D.·G. Do s Bordc s of 1-: i3 Journey to Accra 

c:!nd June 1737: Departed on b oa rd of tlle ilLeusde n'; i n the eomp2ny of 

~~rcommies li.TIaams of Chama, Commies P.W orst f r om Cormantyn and Jacob 

Joruan, standardbenrer of the ;nmina garrison. 

4th J\.me :: Arrived at l'lcera, ana, received a salute of 21 suns . H.£:. \las 

eceived with Grent joy by the Natives, who had ~een longin u much ~or ~ • • • = 
arrival. Tlle J~ngl ish und Danish forts too fired guns of salute. . • .-.:. 

found at arrival in ou:.,' fortress ever" tIl ine in _;1'e, t disarray, tte COE].jia~ll..­

\-Iell allc1rc of the Llpendi i1 0 arrival of •. ,,". I ha'linc 
for Tessie, without leaving any ord~rs /: this eJtr~ clearly ~as not 

\Tri tce,l '.Jj' IC::; Llordus, lib: 
most of t~e rest o~ ~he diar;;/ 

letter to Quita. i1eceived L"'. tLc afternoon t:l'': 2:" L'st 

the :::nglish Fort. 6th Jt:'l 

COlllIilies vna I;:u' 1 arri veu fror:t Le:'coe .cco::' 
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)tll June 1737. News arrived that Caboceer Oers of Akim is preparing ';lar 

It;ainst us and our subjects at Accra; for day s there ho.ve been rumoclrs 

;hat the Dunish Governor ,vould have instigated him to"lards this. 

~th June. Sent some servants with some presents to the Grandees of the 

1reat; State of Akim, such as Frlhmpong, Baquentyn and Oers, Ihn order to 

inform them of our arrival and to find out what reasons t hey may have 

:0 intend to take up arms against the Noble Company and to trade no'.! \:ith 

foreign Nations in stead of trading with our Comp~ny, as they used to do. 

Wth ~ 11th June: IT.E. called all the Chiefs of Accra into the fort, i a 

order to .:se t at least provision~ll informat i ons about all the pending dis­

putes. Everything seemed confused, but mos t accused the Negro Patram 

of spreading the false rumo u r about Akim. But due to the negligence of 

:::;omnies Camper, he (Patram) had been released, a nd n01l1 that crook is 

oeing protected by the Danish Governor. 

15th June. neceived report from Chri~tiaan Protten, one of the pe o~le 

uho recently arrived \,Ii th the " Le usden;' in order to spread among the 

Jatives the Soul--saving \10rd of God, that his Drothe r Chr istie-w.n Stock ·· 

~of has departedfrom this life after a few day s ' illness. Ordered the 

deceased's body to oe brought in, and we foL'.OHed i t w~lilst it. was carrie (1 

,t~ree times around t he 3rave •.• 

20th ,June. Decide d to make an excursion to Labadde. Accompanied by the 

:omp.' s makelaer, Caboceers and a large crowd, w:1ich [lade a lot of noise 

firing their muske ts. 

22nd j·uno. Some Aquamboe Caboceers arrived from where the] had se ttled 

\lith their people behind Accra, in order to assure H.:S. of their loyal t ~ · 

and inclination, asking for tho Comp.'s protec~ i on, saJ ing that not onl~ 

the;)' \-TQuld ahlays 1)(; ready tlil give proof of their St'. ~:; ject ion, but tl12t 

they were ready to take an oath on t hat in their manner. '·.Jhilst the 

~i6cussion on t hat topic lasted for some tiDe, IT.E. had these pe ople 

\Tho were living behleen hope and fear, and \.ho did n ot know vlha t to do, 

refl'eshed \.i th a considerable quantity of brandy, alter \lhich they le~t 

'lui te happily. 

30th June. Sent with the Por tuguese ship which left to··day a letter for 

'ercolUi.lies Uertz.og at Pattackerye, as an introduction for Ond e: rcoIDl1ies 

chade and assistant Berek. 
t Jtlly. 

h July. 

Went to inspect the lodge at Tassi. Found that all is uell 

~!e are still looking ont every da~" for the return of the 

oy to l'.kim, and H .. l~. had intended to return to-day . Lut the llatives 

d him to stay for 8 more da:rs for the common good, as ot',_n!i3o }:: is 

would ~ear no fruit at all, explaining t ' at t~e long delay 

b~' the fact that the enti re coulltr' of :.kirJ ;la(1 CO[le to-

1 h ' an~ to sond him ~ack \lit~ hear pro;'Jer Y ~s envoy . ~ 

H.E. agredQ to stay a little. 

ved a letter from Ascistant Jan Go')ert at 'l'essi, "lit, 

heard that OndereomLliec Frou at Quita had 

the ,Daghomeese t and that as a rcsul i;; of 
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heavy shooting one of the I)atteries he,d collapsed, after \1hich those 

inhuman barbarians had stormed the fort and taken it in possession, 1tIitl1 

the result that From finds himself now in their hands without se e ing a 

chibe of escape. It is also said that he has blown up the fort whilst 

the victors, eager for loot, were still inside, hoping to escape in this 

manner the surely fearfully unreasonable treatment of these evil people. 

It is to be hoped that by this deed this rabble may lose the taste for 

any other suchlike decisions. In order to get more detailed infor~at ion 

aLout all this we decided to send a slave of the Compo thither ••. 

20th July. This afternoon the long altJaited envoy to Aki m returned 1:lith 

the two Chief Caboceers Frimpon and Baquantyn, whom vie received well and 

to vlh011 we alloca ted lodgings. 

21st July. An ~nglish barque arrived to-day with the before mentioned sad 

nevIS about ,.hat has happened at Qui ta, adding that Ondercon1i:1ies lcrom 

has been taken a\iay as a captive by the Daghomeese, and that the robbers 

l1:lVe the intention of c oming this \Tay. H.E. decided to c hange his rr.incl 

about leaving, not only because of the arrival of the Negroes from Ak i m, 

but also because of these informations . 

22nd July. Granted an audience to the Akim envoys who gave the following 

report: that they brought the greetings of their Pr incipals, who had 

nothing against OPT Nation~ but "rho had heard the rumours about our 

bribing the Assiantynen, and who had t here fore decided to take up arms, 

\~ich was co~robated by the General's envoy who had seen himself that 

the people of Oers were at the time of his arrival already prepared for 

liar "lith arLlS and arJmunition. Dut now they sa;! clearly thdt it "las all 

false, and also that the Danish Governor stood in correspondence with 

tieir ally Oers alone, without them ••• On the question who h~d spread 

the rumour, they ansvlered that it was CabOCeel" Oukyntja of l",ccra, and 

,lith him the base of all these trou01es should be found, that he had 

sent the Negro Pa tram to Oers .,i th this fri VOIOUB report, \Ii th the reques ·::; 

-0 give to Oers a l a rge sum of money i n order to come to Accra in order 

to eradicate completely the Company's makelaer Darcon and his people in 

Ii. vl<\r; that he, Oukyntja would take care that COl,1mander Camper Hould not 

shoot ',lith ball, ahd ~ that they would prove this in tho presence of Uukyntja. 

23rd July. The Accra chiefs · came into the fort. Oukyntja maintains tha~ 

e is im,ocent, and says thC\t it is all the fault of Patram, uhom, accord­

ing to him, the Dutch have released too early from prison. 

24th Jcly. This afternoon the Hegro Oukyntja came into the fort, full 

of pasSion, addl"cssing to the Hon. General these vlords_ ;'1 had al\1uys 

en Bure that all this is just roguory. Jus t nOli, blo 11eg1"OeS of FriLm-

and Jaquantyn came to greet r.le, telling me thac this uhole deputatioll 

not been sen';; here to do what they seem to do n01l1, t:1cit it is all [;. 

lie, and that they are really only sent to buy gunj:>0\1l1~r and I."!usl(ets, 

Genera1 did not wait, but sent at once for t:lOse negroes, IIho 

and asking th.em \~hethcr t:1i3 repurt lias tru), 

JUi,id that they did not 1;:00\1 of anythinG of the cart, ru~ 



-220-

(NBKG 190 cont.) 

they had only gone to Oukyntj a in order to ask him for some drink. They 

~10ndercd bem such a: ltbip.g could be' ssitl, hs the.y, deputies were just sent 

as tho ordina~ palaver-makers of their principals. Oukynt ja, faced vIi th 

this, said: ,lIt is hard to understand;:, but then he turned to these simr-l(; 

people, and said, in the negro-language: lIjust say yea~ it was not a lie;'. 

But the Han. General , who understands the negloo-language a lit t le, hearing 

this let O\.L1{yntja immediately be put in shackles becauso of this. 

25th July. Assembled again in the Hall. 'rhe deputies say that t hey are 

convinced that they have heard h i m, Oukyntja, say to the Cra or Sante of 

COJoceor ;)aquantyn, Hho was at Accra as this matter vTaS going on: ;IUhat? 

Aro you still here, and don't you kn o,J that the Dutch General and Darcon, 

.,ho is at ~<; l m ina, are bribing the Ass i antynen to make war on your count2:':r?'; 

Hearing these "lOrds, this Oera had then quickly gone back to his co'.mtry . 

Oukyntja would also have sent h/o of his boys to Oers say i ng: ;IHe have 

chased Darcon aVIaY, and he has f l ed to El mi na togethor with the Herchant 

Camper. \?e expect you nO~J to come soon to ruin "lhat rumains. Upon this 

00rs ~ould have addrasse d himself to these two ~itnesGes ~ith the follov­

iag vlords: IlListen well: you are a v,h i te boy and a Dane, and the other a 

boy from Darcon. Therefore I shal l kill you. Upon this the latter was 

irahlOdiatcly fettered, but t o the former Oers said: ;11 shall save you, 

locause you are a white boy, but if the General comes to ruin our country, 

and I shall have to Darch on Accra, I shall put you in the vanguard, so 

tllxi; you may be among the first to be killed;' . They, ,ii tnesses, reme.ined 

fo~' a long time in the same state, till Oers learnt that it vIas a lie 

thGt Darcon ~lad beon chased away. He then released theEl, say ing: "Go to 

.ccra, I have learnt t hat it is all lies that Darcon has bean defeated, 

'n.t I shall v/ait for t;la v/ar of Assiantyn, ancl I shall come myself to 

greet Darcon. I,iter this, Oukyntja fell to Ilis knees, a sking forgiveness 

'llld grace. Then a Iiulatto, a former servant of the late Danish Governor 

,~childerup asked Dukyntj a, to everybody's great surprise: ;lDon' t you admit 

ucing K traitor? have you not come to sec the Danish General, in the middle 

0: the night, at the time that the Hon. General \.as still ;ierchant here, 

and domo.ndod from the mentioned Dane ca .certain Negro called Fat Tettc, 

\Tho had sim,od against tho Hoble Compo by the for')id c1en trade 'ii th the 

lJrmish, and the goods he had l.)ought being intercepted, had tried to 

murder vith th~ help of his friends the whit0 soldiers and t he slaves of 

t;l(,l C01,lpany? And have you not s,lorn to the Danish GOiTernor to be faith-

ful to him, <:lild thai:, you \"ero no longer on the side of the Dutch, pretend-

ing hO\lever t:lcl t you \mnted to StE.), in the Dutch Crom in order to be there 

o (: Useful for th" Danes, saying that you \lOulcl help the; Deines in case 

an attack? And have you not put yoU' hand, \'Ii th your friends, on the 

lI'.,,,1;'.man's D k 11 t'l" Di 'J le i 'n th~ pre sence of t:18 GO\"eTUOr 00 -, as y.)u ca - '" , , 

Dorris, and taken an o<:'.th in my prcsenc@? Did yo..:. not takr= 

Tette evil, uhen he, having panyarred a slavo of the 

beard in a scornful mc,nner, and "hen you asl.ed \ll::' 

head, did he not say: go to the Dutch !jerchal~t a~d 
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ruin him, because ho hasn I t got a penny to start ahything ••• ;;. 

Oukyntja then confessed completely. All agreed with D.-G. that one 

should put the head of such a rogue befo~oe his feet, als a s an exampl e 

to his accoBplices. But the folloltling day a dele gati on of Accra ch i efs 

arrived, begging not to execute Oukynt j a and rathe r make him pay a fil1e. 

Hany of his relatives being subjects of the Ha ble Camp . , they would 

doubtlessly join the Danes, they said. But D. -G. did not conside r the ir 

laS; remark of any i r.lpolotance; he sent them awc:..y, and gave orders that 

all shoul d be made ready for t he execution. 

27 t h July. All the Accra Grandees, toge the r \,i th t!1e enti re family of 

Oukyntja, came again begging and praying that he, Oukyntja, may be saved . 

• Her deliberation with iiembe rs of Council here present, D.-G . resolved 

eventuall y to accept their offer of 70 bendas of gold; but as they wer8 

not able to pay those 70 bendas straight a"JaY, it "JaS decided to keep 

uukyntja prisoner. 

~_8th July. The slave \.lho had been sent to Quita arrived, in the c Olll):Jc'.ny 

of some I'Jegroes uho had l ived there , They repor ted that OndercomLl i es 

From had been lured out of his fort with s weet-sounding \.lor ds by those 

barbar i ans, vho had sent a present t o h im , pretending that they wanted 

to mE~~(e palC\ ve~o ' ·Ii th him. ':1: rusting them , From had co me out I but they 

had i mmediately put him in ch~ins ; when the other w.itemen in the ~ort 

perceived of this misdeed, they decided to join their commande r fun his 

fate, and t hey surrendered voluntarily to the Da ghomeese, wi th t he ex­

coption of a soldier , a mulatto and 3 or 4 Negroes who closed the gate 

'lfter the depa rture of the former. 1.Ihen after that t his t h i evish robber 

ilatien attacked tl1 2 l odge, the attacke rs Her,; three times repulsed , but 

t~e enemy, aware of the "leak c ondi tion of t he lit tle fort did not gi va 

(t;le occupants) a chance to r,lake the guns a f ourth time ready for fire, 

and started to scale t he walls of th2 fort . Uenti oned soldi er and his 

COlilpcl.l1y then blew the fort up, Hi th the remaining gunpo\Jder. 

1~1ugust. In tho evening report a rrived t hat tho Daghomeese ha d gone 

acroes t he river of Popo in canoes, but that they \lere totally routed 

uJ t'l<J J\ccrase, I1ho had first headed them off by destroy ing their canoes, 

so that they c ould not escape. The captive whitemen vere released, ex ­

cept 0ndercomuio 3 From, whose brains had be en bashed out by a sergeant 

of the mentioned rob~ers with a cudgel when he sa\1 that he did no longer 

have a ch::cnce t o escape. It is estimated th".t at least 1,300 Daghomeese 

erC. captured. 

3rd September. H.:8. left for Dercoe J.fter having sent the :::r::llilina Galey" 

ordC!' to pick up the uhi temen and whatever iJay be 1eft of 

goods 

t,lO Guinea Coast. 
Patakrie, 2nd October 1737 •••• I have the sad d~t":· 

of undc:.com:ies ::-rom after his cxpulE­

These robbers and ::lUrderers had :)een 
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pursued by the l'linas and Upper Coast Negroes I v!ho have I thanl: God I 

defeated them complete ly and pUBsued the remainder of their army, de.st :i.· o ~T­

ing all on the ir \lay. This is a Godsent I and I hope to be able to rot u r:l 

soon to my forr:lGr pluce, und vJri te my next let te r to Y .EIi. f rom the r e ••• 

D.-G . Des Bordes & Council to Ass. of X, 14th April 1738. II ' Concerning 

the pretentious complaints of t he ii idde l burgh ~cie Cor,1pagnie, \fe ma:,'­

refer to a note we ~!l' ote on 15th November 1737 to Chamber Zeeland, but \10 

ma~ add that we t h ink the behaviour of the r eporte rs of that Company rat~cr 

inpertinent, blarillililg the Sel"Vants o~ the Hobl e Compo I s it not utt erl y 

saddening for taose who oc cupy t hems e lves day and night try ing to find 

[Jeans to slve t 11e ir i-iaste rs, trying to reconstruct the financial posi tiOl: 

of the !loble Comp., to see the Comp.; s subject Nat i ves -\~ho enjoy OU1" 

protection- openly bring t heir gol d and ivory to the free Dutch s h ips, 

returning from them with more than the double ~uantity of current trade­

goods than the Nob le Compo is abl e to pay? To see also tlwt the traders 

from the i l1terior kno .. • thu t a lready so 'vlell that they don't even anymcrc 

~other to com e to the Comp.'s forts, whilst the various Commanders of 

tho forts don't even have the Qoney to attract t~eo wi th g i fts? Vi th 

the present lack of fr esh arr i vals of Compo ships the Nat ives wil l suro:y 

set more and more used to this pract ic e and forget about us alt ogether •.• 

Tho Gentlemen of the Comoerc i e Compagnie, on the other hand, are careful 

not to mention with what civility they are alwayG being received JY us. 

I'l'om Oppercommi es Hertogh a t Pat acke r ye He rece ived no other neus than 

a letter of l Oth J une 1737, \lh i ch took over 4 Qonths to reach us. ~ ut 

iro learn from Assistc..nt Danckaerts th8,t n.H. has involvec1, himself in u 

foreal war vith the Ki ng of Appa, and that he has lost not less than 

;], lout 100 men in a battl e. lir . Danckaerts is of t:le opinion that tl,is 

lIar ma~T have qui te a lonG a ft ermath. I,lr. DE!,nckaerts arrived here on 

6th February from Appa, 1"here lir. Her togh had sent him in order to c ont­

inuo the trade. Ve sent him back to th~t place on 3rd April on board of 

D.!l ,~ngli sh ship. \,ie had \'lished to rcpatriate former Oppercomr;lies Elet, 

'llt by resolution of 1 9th December Ao.Po. he was alloued to go to Accr~ 

in connection \Iith h1s debts t here, which was bouever prevented by the 

trables 'vIi tb the J\l;:imse ••• 

(Encl.) Declarat ion of the Soldier Johal1 Joost Steirmarl~, made at :amina, 

l}th DeCel!lOCr 1737 " 'Iil\olllluary) ... At the time th:l.t D ... G. SULlr.lOned F':-Ou1 

to ,Iccra and Fl'om had anffi"lered tll't he could not conc because of th(; 

threatening approach of the Dahommeese army, the Accrase ;Tegroes und(;r 

the fort 11ade solemnly promised to assist against tl.lem. Belt a ITegro 

frot] Aflahoe, called Antony, came to .larn th<Jt it \IOl',ld be better to 

take flight, as the approaching ar;,lY was very strong and could not bc 

t 110 arri'lai of the Dahor.lmeese tlle Accrase Un thu dn; before • 

Coo..:, s ome sJaves and anot:!er of FrorJ I c '00:;-[;, Froo'a b i g boy J 

brotlNr of Darcon, fl ed in tho dark of t~"c: ni':;;lt, "llOn t:"e .,a:1-· 

the fort, Fro:; sent a Coop·- slave out to aE:, if t ~"'i 

they ansvcred tha':; indeed they CaLle as fiends ••• 
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messengers should be kept in the fort as hostages. But Capt, Birchall 

and the sergeant told that that \iaS not necessary; shortly after~Tards 

they sent a message that all was well, and that the others should come 

to jo i n them. So he and some others vent outside and joined the 

DahOIlllJleSe at dinne r, but \'lhen they ",anted to go back they \-le're stopped 

and put in shackles. From had l eft at 9 a.m., and \.;hen by 3 p.m. they 

jladn' t yet recei vee1 any ne\vs, he'fl attestant sent some brandy through 

the hole ill the wall (which had beon blocked as veIl a s poss i ble with 

crates and cupboards) and asked through the Camp. slaves Codou, \1ho speak.:; 

the Dahomme language, what had happened to the whi tes. He reported tl!Ct~ 

the~ had been ~ade captives, but that they should be careful not to shoot, 

because then they would c ertQinl y cut their heads off. Attestant then 

brought everything into preparation for blovling up the fort, and sent a 

I:18ssage to t h.:-.t extent to From, out the latter said that ho should \fait, 

that he thought that an a greement could be reached. IIalf an hour late r 

r.H. sent for 18 Fs. slaves worth of goods as h is rQnsom. But I t hours 

1at0r he sent again a note asking for 18 Fs. slaves \forth of goods, adchng 

t~~,t the Negroes had taken off h i s shackles . Final ly , he sen t a third 

,tote asking for 18 Fs. slaves for the release of t he Boys, and he asked 

t:lC scrgen.nt to 'Jury the notes. Finally, the Dahomr,lCse demanded tha. t 

ull the arlilS nnd runm.mi tioll in the._ fort shoul(l be delivered up, rulcl on. 

'rOQ'.s order this was done, with the exception of 50 muskets and 50 barrels 

of gunpo\lder, tihich wore put in From's bedrooLl and covered \Ii th ~)lanketc 

Via. clothes. !\. t last a note \'laS r ocei ved from Fron, urging all to cor.le 

Oil Loide. This "las done, and only 5 rowers "lere left in tho fort, \lith 

I:n'ers that if the Dahommese were to try to take the f 01't , that tho:,' 

GGoul~ light the gunpowder. At their arrival tho whiteDen were receivld 

1'u1i tol,; by tho cabocee rs, but shortly afterHal'cls they \!e:'e ~) ound , ha:-,.'~.s 

'I.d foet •• ~ttestant and anoth0r soldier \/ere l:Jrought to the'push, o.nd 

,nnu to a pole in a hut ilut thu following day they were released fro~ 

th- .. pole, and could soe that \lhilst a num,)er of Dahommese stood on r;U:ll'Cl., 

O' rs went inside the fort. But not long after that tho whole fort wac 

1 . l'~ TIle whitemen had to . o' 'n up, \Ii th the DO.hommose n.nd the rOlvers ln ~. 

"t there, lEnds and fe0t ~Jound and \Ji thout food ane: only a lit tl,,; "ad 

wu tvr for 5 days, \Jhilst' th-.: DahonllJes(; Here. ro.nsn.cl:~n6 the rUll1, f l OJ .. 

I(de:l t:1C" Iilrul:cged to dig up, 'luong otlh .. r things, [>. ;lur.l:)Ur of e lf_ph .llte' 

tooth. At ~"stan'~ manD.3;0d to speak to I"por., , \:ho tolt: :lir.l til.lt the; roJ C;,:C 

in "nded to bring hilil to the LO\"lor COust in ordor t" give hir.l th~re :.:. 

o I '.' fort. Then t:lGY Here all llrought to Aflailoe, .. nd frO:l th_r(" af·~l.'-~ 

dn 6, to i,ittlc 1'0:')0 Att\Jst.::nt ~ot hold of ;;-. IHtlc knife \lit:, Ill,i,_ 

anaged tv free himself frot. his ropes, =d fled to th_ .:'roJ:l Ocoy of 

I'I.ccru !legro Af;:ory, IIho asked' hi~; at once .. · .. Oll trc ').:tho;:!r.::c < r. 

Affory at once sent uttest.:mt's iJlforlJationE to :i.; 

h h d up With the! Creue.·se J.egroes and Gurround_i' ,womarc o -.' 
after attestant I B flight t .. o·' complotol" rouLc 

~.ooo mOn not a single one oscaped. .. fter "h", 
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battle Asjenbo found the Englishman and five of the other "'hi tes alive, 

Ile let the Englishman go to Affory's crom, where he, attestant,vlas, t o 

uhom he said that he hud orders fro n From to be shown uhe r e his papers 

'.Iere buried atthQu'J~tal" Ahttestar;t answered th<lt 110 did ,lot kno\! anythinn' e ~ng lS man sald - 0 

about tho.t, hulR/thilc From had s a id h i r.lsclf that he had made the hole ill 

which those papers were kept withhis own hands, on uhich he, a ttestant 

had replied: maybe, but I have no duty t o t e ll you \vi tllOut specifi~ orders. 

thO :Cnglishman then produced a paper vIi th such order, but attestant c,01.!ld 

not rccognise the hnnd\Jr i tilig. Shortl y aftervmrds thv j~ngl ishrLlan fell 

ill, and adipoannt went to Quita to dig up the papers and s ome gold, Dut 

Vlhilst he \Vas digg ing, some Negro sa~l h i m, who reported to Abti, the 

C •• boce c r of Qui ta, who sent for him and asked if he had found some gold, 

Attestant denied this, and Abbi said that it did not matter and tha t he 

had no intention of taking it B\vay from him. Attestcnt then asked for 

a brnndy-box, in which he put tho papers, \vhich \,Jere a little damagec' ):. 

,later. The same day the CorLlp. boa t arrived, but 0uart eTr.lD.ste r Abrallal" 

was much in ~aste to go to Affory, and d i d not g ive attestant a chanco 

tIl put thG box on b oard, so that he had to leave it in a hut. In the 

mCE1.l1time th" Englishman 1rIrote a l e tter to the Dani sh serviln-c statione c~ 

[J.t J\tta, \Ihich attestant saw "dth his own eyes-f and soon t~1e Dane CCl.lilG, 

\lit:, SOLW brandy, uh i ch he gave to Ab'oy , and he had a l ong conversatioli 

~Iith t~lC .'.~n31ishman, Then Abby assaulted him, attestD-nt, and demanded 

the restitution of the gold which he was said to have found. ~lthougb 

Dt~est<1nt deniod having fo und any, he \,as miserabl y bonnd, ,lands 8.11(1 fc~t. 

Finally, under duress, he told that he thought that a gold-watch m i:~~ 

be buric:d undur the hut of th0 sergeant, and he still had to pay 1 Ps. 

(=cabes?) cov/ries l1hich King Atfory had given to h ill1, ')efOl'O he \Ias 

l'b, ll~r l'eleo.sed, Jirri v ing at (the ruin of) thu forc, he found the ;'~nc:­

hsr .. mnn ilnd the Dane supervising Tette and Coffy, tuo slaves, digging 

0.11 around the place, The Englishm8.n abusod h im, sa:,' i ng: You Dutchmen, 

yOll arc: all pigs. I\ttestant protested that they had no right to dig i 1 

thc form~r Dutch fort, but th~ ~nglishman said that tho Dutch General 

emlr} lick hiD arso and suchlike filth. They found the gold\Jiltch, as 

woll <tu BOLlO fotishcs,contG de terra ant:' red coral, \lhich had bvlongcd 

to tll" Sergeant's Hegress. Attostant ~.nagcd to tnku t~uD out of th~i. 

1.ends und ran auay \"Ii til them as vloll as his swollen legs could curry :1 ir., 

QU h" 1i:"C CUUC;~lt 0.30. in • ':i:'ho ,;nglishr,lan <:c.!d th..: iknos t' en divided tl~':. 

loot \lith him, ::;ivin,:'; ,liu elv fetishes, \lhich he later rcturnod to t']'.) 

Org\llUlt I n llegruss ••• 'l'h~ ':nGlishn;an, Guspectin,; t'~.\ i; Assjenbo h.u tl1(; 

1. tent ion of COLling to captun: hir.!, flod with his coat b~ an n,3J.is;1 

'l'11e D."'.nc siJ.id t;l~t th~ J:nglishr.liJr. 112.<1 tOl'n up th_ pa.1 urs. 

then sailed to Atta, \/hCr0 t~ll; ',an,)s hD.V~: a lod,3;c, and '.lent 

Accra.. He d-.lclarcs furth0rLlOrc t !o.c ,:)., 'one t.lD docuLlents 

of tho Dane to From, Horth 80 unkcrs Fr"nch ')ro..ndy,anc1 29 oz. 



-226-

IlDKG 8; liinutes of )!: lmil1[t Council. 

19th December 1737 · ••• D.-G. re port 2d about the present situation at 

~uita • • • since we wero driven out from tha t place by an i n imical in-

v~sion of Dahommos. That without our consent our position thero was nmJ 

be ing U6urpcd by tho Da nes, c ontrar y to a ll national l aws a nd to tho 

hD.rmony 1:1hic h so f ar has 'uoen cultivated between out lTat i on and thoirs. 

Jl. -G. suggested that a c e rtain offer of the IJegro Caboc eer 1\.sjembo of 

~ittle Popo should be taken into conside ration , to protoct one ot t wo 

servants of the Compo whom he hoped t o rece i ve with some merchandise i n 

orde r t o trade the r e, whi c h he promises to be very profitab l e t o t ho Coop., 

as it had been many years in the past. lie fur t hermore promi ses not t o 

aU 0':1 any other Nation ever to set t I c there next to u s , and th2. t he is 

quite pot/erful enough to br ing the: Dunes t o r eason i n lJaso we ,lere not 

to Get propor s a tisfaction from them. I t wa s resolved to s e nd a p rot-

2s t note to the Danes, a nd a l so tha t such a fa vourabl e invita tion to 

take posses;:don at Lit tle P opo undor suc h pO\'lc rful protection should 

certainly not be rejectdd, and tha t at once Stanislaus Kohlis a nd Hendrik 

'3rUmftlC r s houl d be sent thi thor with the new l.a_n.§sboot , "lith 20 t o 22 iik 

worth of tradcgocds , 300 I b s gunpowder and 30 muskets, the lat te r as n 

gift to Cabo c eo r Asjcmb o 

1738 . D. - G. announc ed that a French s h ip hud a rrived , 
maie 

Qna that the: Co.pt . had proposed to buy 200 choice/slaves ad 6 O\"" 8 1mg. 

pur head. As ther0 a r u hero ove r 3 00 s l aves re:ady for shipment, and t l:.e i r 

T.lu int cnc.nco is e xpeno i ve, \vh i lst on the other lu:u"ld there arc ve r y feu 

tro.c1,Goods availa'o l e , and it i s a l s o very unccrtaiill vlllcn the next slD.ve­

sLi.p of tho COl:lp . 1dill arr i ve , as the mark e t in Oel l' ftm ericun Col oni es 

BO~QS to be r a hher bad these days, and f inally that even i f a slavGshi p 

ur th~ COQP . yere to arr i ve soon, it would ~e very easy to buy a proJor 

,~E!~.9_e.!~ as t horo is n o lack o f slaves 'j but rather of tradegoocls, it Has 

r,"solved to autho r ise D.--G. to supply. mentioned ~;'rench ship \l i th tho 

cl(~ve:::; required, a n d illso to o.utho::,ise h im to act siI:.iL'.rly \'lith ot:1Cr 

1rench, English or Dutch free traders' s h ips • . , 

bt:l :.c..rch 17.3 13 ••.• D.-G. a n nounced that in accordance \lith the r esolution 

of lQth December AQ. r o. h o had sent such a strong pr otes t notu to the 

Danue, th~t, according tho tho ~anish Governor's l etter of 3 0th De ccobu:', 

f!Ui.ta hu(1 again 00en abandonoc1 by the D'l.nes, so t'li.lt::hat place is rOil 

::t..:ain uSGurec1 f0r the 1l00le CODp. D.-G. rlGlilonstrated th,:.t fror,] th"~ 

p' .... c,::: not only ~'. (Sood quantity of elephants' te eth .rCl.S an,luul.y shippr:d, 

tn~ DUl'C',0r0d COl.lrl .ndur, rrolJ, had a'.so bcun so succes ~ful .rich the cult·, 

1 tiun of indiG~ there, that last JUll e a nice saJplc of it ha~ ~QQn se~t 

tl v ,Ion. llircctors. He sugGested tho..t our set'(;le;:wnt th~rQ l:>hot'lc1 1)(; 

but !lot bcfol'e the \·mrs which :lre 0eing rq10rted to continu(; 

lleSGrs. Koh1is c..nd Druml;:(.r, have ended •• , 

frou Accra the Danish Govurnor hud ~ischiuvous!v 

came dO\ln \lith the ,.kimse to fight our :.ccra s .... ,:.c ~'-' , 

had written to Com ,i:;)s Van Stnrckcnoorg to !:..ct v. __ '!' 

/. 
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cD.QtilbnB]l'~ and to put in 1tlri ting all his dealings vIi t h the Dane, avoiding 

~ll that could be offensive to him. n ut n ow t ha t we are delivered from 

thc ~kimse , as Oe rs has left, D.-G. suggested t hat a proper protest sho~ld 

be addressed to t he Danish Governor. 

). - G. furthermore demonstrated t hat Commru'lde r Raams and h is as s isto.nt ·Jan 

dor Putto had abandoned the lodge entrusted to them in t he Be nyn, leaving 

!)el:ind aL'. the Compo ' s effects, arriving he r e on Goard of an English vessal. 

:'r,cy r;ave the fo l l o1rling reasons: '.Ihen we a r ri vec1 th(;re, \1e promised, 

in the: name of OpperCOl1Llies Hertogh, to the l a te I( i ng , the Captain of lIar 

and other Grandees I that we wo ul d trade with them and tlla·:; there yJOuld be 

~o lack of tradegoods. But when these did lack, we had to listen daily 

to r'~roaches from the Negroes , asking us what we had come to do there, 

sa ing th2t we had mis l ed t hern, that i t would have been muc h better i f 

tho lodge in the Denyn had rema ined strai ght under the authority of the 

.:on. D. -G., beciluse itn those days there haCt at least been every year one 

ship. '.Jhcn the am1uail customs haCt to be paid, the fi_~do~ and saladorE 

CIlf.1C to \lorry us every day in nruue of the i r Ki ng, and as \Ie \"lere not D.01 e 

to pa.' them, th:::~r proceeded to closo the paths, so tll[lt \'Ie could :'lot get 

•• 1. t'1in6 to eat, '-Ie \Iere D. 1i tU.u re li eved of our utter misery o.nd hungcr 

y J. \lell-meaJilmng Negro called Jib0a, \Tho brought from ti!:l0 a f e\J yams and 

~ little maize, but as soon as the King of Benyn got \"lind of it, he has 

cODpletcly ruined tho.t lTegro, confiscating all his slaves, \'Tho i n thu.t 

l'lnd constitute the r ichess of a 1:1an. On our question vrhat lIaS the reason 

01 this tre2..tmont, not kno\Jing w\w.t \Ie coulCt have donc ':Trong, \Ie got reply 

t'ta'c cince \I U did not \Iant to trac10 with them, ;-IC bettvr left tilC lcingdo,." 

nd t:2t since several English ships had arrived in tho me~lltime, they 

], t us kno\! th"t they \Innted to take th8 lodge D.':Tay frOG1 us and give it 

< ) UlC ~nGlish, so tput vTe \lOuld have be0n compelled to live as rJiserai)le: 

~xiluu ar:ong thu I.egroes. 1/e \o]ere furthermore inforr,lCcl. th2.c as SOlm as 

c. <,1g1ish ship IISarah" \Jould have le ft, the Oslonse lleGroes had the 

ir.Lunti.vn to pJ '.mder the lodges at Agathon and to kill us ••• (sigd. :Raams 

\ian dar I'utte, 1:11i' inc. , 9th January 1738) 

rcpl'rt."d also to l,embers the :::trriva1 of Assistant Danckaerts, \·!ho 

1St) used to 'e unclLr lcr. Hertogh's cotlIDand, hc.ving oec:n stc.tioncd by;: .... 

t Eppe for i;ll~ continuation of the llo'ule COWl'_ '...:; tro..de, he made tole follo·.r-

n report: \;n 26th DecerJber a eillotlp of t.10 ~'rc'1ch Sapt. L<.l !lace car.1C 

to .ppe to brinG the goods tl~ pa~' for Ul" sl~.vos ~ had sold to iliu on behalf 

10 "inE; oi J:::tc"uin. Thav Capto.in trans~.~i tte:d also to lile t.0 let ~er of 

011. Gunuru1 of 31st June io •• r>. adr ressed to .: •••. ertobh, in;orr.iinG 

t Ondercolil:.des Schaade and A$sitant Derck ~·ould ,(: sent to him. 

learnt th.t th~ one \Ias stayin~ in th~ renc~ fort ut [ida, 

hL:; o'tm, I inforocd ,.r ... cr to 3 1 

to find f0;), t "h:f t:lOSU Gon tlcmen 

numbar of 51 yes of the .. ing of 

'..lere not cOrlin. • 0 

~n~uin in order to 

them; as thc war of the "P.usc ·in'" n;:.J. t";. 

~ day, I began to lack couric5, ~I ilu 
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for several months no Fr ench shi ps had come fur t her t o the l eewar d, and 

tho paths be i ng cloadd one c~uld no t get anything from ~r . Bertogh e i ther . 

Everythi ng would be panyarr ed by the Ki ng of Appa. At my arr i val at Fi da 

I l.earnt thnt Ass istant Derek wa s a t Ar dr a, so that i t was not poss i ble 

to get hi m, and so I retunned to Eppe. Hhen I went to the :Cing, he to l d 

mu that the Herchant and h i s a s sistant from the Benyn had deser ted on 

board of an :;;ngl i sh ship, and tha t iIr. Hertogh had sent Onderc omEl i es 

Frcdricx and Assistant Drons sema thither to ~ook aft8r the COQP.'s effects 

there. As H.H. found h i mso l f in a very pre carious situation because of 

th0 ',far, uithout any servants or even a vessel to coll Gct the remaining 

goods from the Benyn, and could bG attacked any day -in fact a l re2.dy 

having undergone an attack in ':lh i ch he had l ost several men~ mentioned 

~ing asked me to go to ~lmina i n order to i nfo r m the lion D.-G. about all 

this and to request a few more se r vants and a boat to col lect thG goods 

frolil the Denyn. He gave me 14 slaves and hi s boy to accom::xmy mG, aski ng 

me to go as quickly as poss i ble to Elmina, and to return soon to Eppe. 

ioo I went on 9th January wi th the [,lCntioned slo.ves to Fida, and sold a 

fO\1 of them to Capt. La Place, after \-Ihich I went on board of an English 

var-ship to Accra ••. (si gc1. Dankaerts, lnnina, 10/2/ :1:73 8 ) 

hs it appears in no Vlay from t his account that he, Danckaerts was s ent 

on this journey by lIr. I-Ie rtogh, but, as he say s hi mself, on the insist Gl1 cG 

of some Negro, H.~. gave i nto consideration that this deputation was on 

little foundation and that it was not necessary to pay much a ttcntion to 

th0 request, also because even if Danckaerts had ~een provided with a 

pro~er i nstruction, one would at present not ~e a~le to help him, as 

firstly because of tho long delay of the expected ships we are a t present 

.lot providGd ,'lith any current goods for the "f, o\Jer Coa.st, secondly the 

sl~ves are at the moment being sold in our Ame ric an Colonies at a hope ­

l.ssly low price , and thirdly because there are no vessels available fo= 

tho transport of either goods or men. It was t here fore unanimously 

r0so1vecl to send Dankaerts oack to ;ir. Hertogh per first occas i on \'fhic l, 

Ma~ present itself ••• 

23rd 3eptcmber 1738. D.~G. read out two letters, del. 15th and 20th of 

this month, from th ~ COfi~andcr at Dercoe: • .. That the {kim Caboceers 

I ~'ililpon and Oers had arrived wi t;'l their army in the l.gonna State.,; and thb.t 

the peoples of thee;; state had fled to the safety of the Fantynsc countr]. 

That mentiuned General Oers had sent, shortly aiLer hi3 arrival his suord-

e:1r"r \lith a prusent of 3 P (=?) gold anCi 2 slaves to t he l:nglish mcrclwi11; 

t ",impa, \'litL tilu request to be all01.l0d to como und.::r hie fortress (sic), 

Wit.l which the J~ilglish merchc.nt had agreed, saying even tl1-:-.t he, Oers, 

in the fort, and as a prol6f of his go)d int,-,utic 11S he had se:. t 

10 ~e~ brandy. He addct~ tu this r.1C.3Sagc tl!~c 

pJ.ense him he ;lad cO.Jpelled the servants of t:1C cor.Jf.l.J.ndcrE cf 

and Bercoe -\lho were at tha.t thlC C"; ~; i! lpa- to rcti:;:-o 
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It is not quite clear what i t the a i m o f ount i oned ~kimse, but Commies 

Van dcr Kuy l - and "lith h i li1 se veral Negroes·· th i nk that the :\kimse have 

again t~e i ntent i on of attacking our f a ctory a t Ac c ra . This natter s hould 

i:ldeod be conside r ed seriously by j
'
lerllbe rs of tl,~ Counc i l, as tllCy mo.y \le11 

remembe r th~t General Oe rs s hort l y ago has o.l ready at~acked the COUp.'3 

subjedts at Accra \l i th tho intent i on of destroy i ng thou coupletely, but 

t:1o.t he had 1)oe n thwarted i n that a i m; moreov'3r , tIm-:; i t i s har d l y a secre'; 

that the Danish Governor is inciting h i 8 hard to do so. It was resolve C 

to br i ng the f a c tori es at Be rcoe a nd Apam i n a proyer state of defence . 

3'Jt'. Oc tober 173 8. D .-G . sugges t ed tlFJ_t i t 'iould be good to dispatch as 

soon as poss i ble the small s h ip i1V rouvl IIaria" to the Loue r Coast for the; 

foll~Ting urgent re;::.sons: f irs tly, for some t i r.lC no\! there are rumo ur s tha t 

Oppercomuies He rtogl1 ~lOuld have died, \-I11 i c11 i s mo r e and more be i ng cOl1firi,w6. 

~y Lngl ish and French national s, and secondly that one s hould eventunlly 

believe this kind of nows, as in spite of several letters sent t o hi~ , no 

reply has been r ece i ved from h i m s i nce 20th April last . F i nally, i f t h is 

presumption were to be proved true, which God may forb i d, thero uould be 

litt18 hope of preservi ng our pos i tion there i f no ~uic k and firm action 

\/cra taken, because it is very vICll kn01:1l1 tha-i.; that titbit h.::ts f.1~\de t l18 

.Jouths of the ·;ng1ish wo.ter for 0. long tine •.• 

\fIe 111, -,--,otters fr ou thl: Guine.:::. C02.st. 

Jel1 Dronssomn, Pnt to.co.ry, to 1\.ss. of X, 31st Jul y 1738. '.rhis is to 

LlforJ~ Y .Es. Dost :lUI;lbly thnt 0 11 29th lcpril of thi s yeo.r, 'uy 7 . 30 i1". t :.G 
Uena.rick 

cIT:ning, tlL: Hon. lir./IIertogh vlns [lurderc.:d by four Fido.se i~ e groeu, \'i'~:, 

tIC rc.:sult that everything wns left here in 0. desolnte condition, 0.::; sai ~ 

ilt~groec stole o.nd p1underod everything. In the [.Jorling of 30th ."..pril tho} 

lugroeB of thu deceo.sed divided themeelvea in sever~l groups in or(ur to 

_ ttCtck in tlto.t L1L'Jlner the F i do. Prince, WhOI;1 the:- found He l l prepared to 

Iii thstL'.nr1 o.ny o.t to.ck. :Jut o.fter more t:l"n an hour; s fighting the Fickse 

W~r0 put to flight. Dut tho aituo.tion rem.::tined very confuaed, .::tnd the 

0c;rooG \fishelt to ho.ve 0. nOH Ghio.f (:::coracnnder), und so t he:- ctoGe me to 

t ..... !cc for t;lll tir.1c ;)eing posse~sion of the Corrp. 's lodge. I hopo th.:::.t I 

Lily ~e o.ppointcd offici~lly to tho.t position, so th~t thiG pl~ce may bo 

.a.int:1.ined ••• 

("dded: in.torco.l note by ~d . S\-Io.an, Cnpt. of t,lC ",Tonge Daniel·', ;'on the 

onds off Cnbo Lopes 1 3rd ]';over.Jber 1738.. • •• ,enrnL; f~-or.J 0. rrench c1 . .:we:­

<:ro t'l:-.t there iG no doubt tho.t it is true tilc.t llr •• fertot;:l \/::tL .·1.~rd¥rcd 

th son of a 1.Jlo.ck Co.ffecier (? Co-baceer) cc1.lJC(l Princc, \111e lived \lit', 

t Oobout 4+ month:; az;o. lentiollCc.. I'rcncluao.n furi.:hc .; ~ ,,~d t •. ~ :'c h2J':' 

of I;r. IIcrtogll's s1-wee 011 bo:t.cd, \1;1 or: h~ ",.cl·,ou""t 1ro,~ the 

hOod tcJten over the plo.Ce .:.ft"r .~~s de '.t:l ••• ) 

of 17tb 1 T~8 .,. As D. rCGul t of t 11(' -..m- .'-. r 

his o.soi::;t.::.nt J.:n dor .'ut;c 1 \1 .ic .. 

lumt llnroviUEl hOo'!! ta.l~cn to dcfcJ:.Cliu,; • - .. , 
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our lodgc in the })enyn was provisionally abandoned. It is hOHever not 

advisable to give up that position, as it is from there t~2t como the 

best and the heavicst elephants' teeth 

I.!c shall observe Y .Rs.' recomme ndo.tion to o.pply 0.11 our diligence anc~ 

vigilance i n the seo.rch for and discovery of minerals, and we are pleased 

to note t hat Y.Hs. have had the goodness to send such rin excellent, ~blc 

and experienced person as thc mine-mD.stor Jonas Schnak, vrho arrivcd here 

on 2<:'nd J uly in t ;w company of hJO mi ners, and v/ho are no~, prospectinG 

L1 the hills around Elmina. He may also note on this occasion , that the 

value of kakeraas gold, with which the servants are bcing paid, is these 

days quickly de clining, so th~t ve have to increase the salaries .• • 

Concerning Y.Rs. ' complaints o.bout the high cost of medicines for tho 

slaves, we may note that particularly when slaves get holes in their 

legs, eithor as a result of desease or wo r ms or accidents, they becQver 

much more quickly by taking the medicines of their o\,n l and than ':Jy 

being compelled against their \Jill to take European medicine. • •• \I e 

took note of Y.Hs.' disapproba tion of our buying 50 slaves for gold and 

i.Hs.' rec ommendat ion, as a result of the poor success of the slave trade 

(in America), to concentrate r,lOre on the gol d and ivory trade. \Ie thel"e­

fore would like to propose to offer trade goods in exchange for gold to 

tho same low prices as do the free ships 

., certain Ne~ro from the Fantyn country, a rclo.tive of the exiled make l o.er 

Tok~i, has triod to Deke the pooples of Great Commani o and Abremoo devo t od 

to himself, =0. nake s nov; new claims on the Elmina peoplo. This h.:'.s 

cuusod nev' discordanco vlhich compelled traders coming froLl ,th" intorior 

tn avoid th," Great Comuani e and Abrilll1boe roads, ui th th" rJGul t th:J.t ';Te, 

~rv ut Eluina havo to sit back whilst thero is u brisk trad~ in the 

factories along the Upper Coast 

(Enclosuro:) Copy of Lt. Ucrtogh to Dos Bordes, Pnttackerye, 20th April '3l 

••• I received Y .H' s l<.:tt,"rs written to ClCco l:lpuny ;;essrs Jan Bchadec etnC:. 

'illuLl Durck, WhOLl I have hovever not yet had the pleasure to me e t, as I 

~durstQ~d th~t they hQve thought it better to offor thuir services to 

the Duhommese King, but \lho elUst havv sent the:r1 back \1hen he discovered 

t:1C untruthfulnoss of their off<.:r, " nd \'ho shol.ld no" be C'.t Fid.::. • 

.. y th0 und of Lovombur I received a des' .::.e;e froD thu Ling of '~onin, in 

\/hich :1.:,. informed me tlvt th~ \lhitor.1Cn had nbandoncd the lodge at 'lga­

thon ••. ::;0 I h"vc despz:tchc;d ,\Dsistout Dronssemo. nnd Ondcrcol rdes Frede­

rica to th.::.t place: in a co.noo via the river. '1'hoy found th, lodg,j thc:r0 

a desolate; condition, left as a prey to ~ black boy culled Coffy, who 

mino. 'rho King, tho Capt. 0 filar D.nd de !~pE-e_s_ Q.r_:l~d_c_s. hD.d 

suspoctdd such dep .. ,r'.,;ure, bCCClUSG t:,uy hC'.d told t:', t the:r v'fu'1.t0d 

thu ";nglish ship in order to pringareE. (=1) for.:::. fe" 

C~ptain had them tho value of 8 sl~ves in ordor 
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what t hey bar t e r ed, OD what t hey had g i ven t o them. All the tradego o ds 

o f the l odge u ere s old, b u t t here wa s still a l o t o f ivory i n s tore . 

'i.'her e h2.s :)eon a quick suc c e ss i on o f var i ous cOI:Jl!landers at P.gat hol1: 

and the deat h o f some of the m was not even reporte d t o Elmi na. Eac h 

of these comoande r s inheri ted from h i s predecessor, a nd so Coffy i n ­

heri t ed at laot g old and sil ve r to a val u e of a bout 8 Ilk '</he11 t he 

l:lentioned Iierchant wen t avJaY, t e l l i ng Coffy and the s l aves t ho.t he 

jus t; \lent ;l pr:.in~ta_:r::..en'; , b u t i ,1 fa c t escaped, tD.ki ng h i s house\!ife \Ii th 

h i m. Tllis COliwiies TIaams has a l so murde r ed one o f lily s l aves , J\. ff erry, 

\,holil he accused of having raped two of his l1agtass es 0ehi n d the l odge, 

at the place where t hey usod to -excuse me- r e lieve themse l ves. This 

is not the onl y cas e o f his uant onness reported to me ••• t he Compo 

slave Fockenmast was put ciln tr i a l i n the middl e o f the n i ght and h i s 

sentence \'laS execut ed by the l ittle "lives of the ilerc hant and l!lel1t i onc (l 

Coffy, who ho is ted h i 1:1 ~l i th a r o ')e arolCnd h i s neck and stones on his 

feet from a rafter i n the ce i l i ng of the hall of the lodge, so that 

he l ost his life \'lhilst he vias kept t hus fin ging in the a i r . His 

crime ';Ias thD.t he woul d have t hreat ened the life of the Commander. 

P.no ther Coup. slave, Docco, who vias goat - herd and vlh o had not properly 

vatched the goats, so that one or more of them were stolen, was l ashed 

by the llomba - in H.ll' s prosenceT for such a long time th~t he had to 

be dragged outside dead. J\.nothe r Negro of mine, :01aaml, ( =blue) \'IE1.S 

also SclJ!lL1one d to the hall in the mid .:: le of the night and su.spended 

fro!.1 a raftel', but he survi ved. Aften-lar ds ~I.H . crushed houevGT his 

lJ rain"pan "i t~1 a hamEler. Another ~~ ll':lina free negro , 1\cqui ni, nearly 

lost his life as a resul t of lI.lL 's treatment ••• Uho has authorised 

dr. ':'laams to be hiG ovm judge? All this vms asserted by the i; i nas'~ 

ire" IJegroes and my boy Coffy, taking the most pO'.le rful oaths in accorci­

<tllce " ith this land's cuStOl'l. S ince J\ s cis tant Danckaerts deser ted 

":ppee in January and hac gone I d011' t kno\'! where, I am entirely c1epri ve~. 

of servants. ':hat kind of peoyle are those tvlO at ::C' ida is clea r frol.: 

t:leil' conduct, and I therefore rec:uest Y.H. once more urgently to 

send me soon soue proper and able people •. • 

Des ~ordes to As s. of X, 26th December 1738 • .•• Having heard several 

tililec rUlaours fl'ora English and "rench \~apt.3l ins aoout t:w deo..th of Opper­

com-lies :Icrtogh, I did at first not \/c.nt to believe then, as in cucl1 

Co.SGS theil' informations are often rather apocryphal (sic), hut event .. 

ua11y I decided to send t:le ,1Vrouw ilari2.' to I'attackery, 'lhich retl:rn_ d 

on thL) 20tl, of this lllont!: liit!l Ondercvr.mie::: Chevalli~r a11c1 . .. mason, 

who confirrnecl that ;,1'. Hertogil, after having ~ecn in70::ved for sOrJe 

time in a war wi til surrounding Kings, \'las murder..:d on "9til !lpri1 ' .y 

This murderer 8a\' his cho.ncc \lhen the lo.to Govornor 

, having rec;,uested him, coming wi t:l L~ other persons, to spc..::t-, 

matters concerning the country; ".:Jut during t'1is conver·· 

and h1S suite bashed in I~ . lI. '5 brains 1rlith an 
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(Encl.) Bronssema to Des Bordes, Pattackery, 28th liay 1738 •••• At the 

time of the murder of tlr. Hertogh I was in TIio Lagos, where I had been 

sent half a year earlier by Hr. Hertogh, and vrhen I arrived here on 5·ch 

liaJc I found everything in a desolate condition. '1he people and the 

Caboceers here desired another Cor.lllander, and on th o arrival of Capt. 

Dlank, who had ~een sent by the King of h rdra in order to restore peaco 

and quietness here, they took me by the hand, on 11th liay , and in the 

presence of all '.;,he iiessieurs they brought me before Capt. ~lank, '!Ii til 

a lot of Hegro-ceremony. I doubt not that the Iie ssieurs \ifho br ing '[ , 1.: . 

this letter vTill tell more about that. :enclosed Y.II . may also f illd a 

list of vJhat the Negroes have left to us, vThioh \'las at t hat same tir!l e 

handed over to us by the Cabooeers. The Negroes, Hho seem to have a 

strong likening for a scribe, \"anted t o oh ose him among the iIe s uieurs, 

but I let them knou that such was decided among the Hhitemen themselvec, 

and so we el$cted lir. Berek 8.8 eoerotnry · . Concerning the trade, 

there is doubtlessly go od opportunity at the present, because there 

are plenty slaves, and the surrounding countries are friendly towards 

us. liale slaves are sold here for 3 oz. 8 Ang . , fer.Jales for 3 oz. 

'Ie need a blacksmith here •. . 0 PS. The Caboceers have leept Assis·cant 

Dancl~aerts here, claiming that they need him to trust t h eir palave rs 

to him ••. 

(~ncl.) ~ist of effects l ef t at the lodgo at Pattackery e aft o r the 
murder of Oppercommies Hendrick Hertogh : 

21 slaves 
12 river canoes 

1 sea canoe 
1 small yacht 
2 horses and a foal 

2L~ Ps. cannon, vf \IThich 
4 brass and 7 iron are 
at Il io JJagos 

llousehold effects: 
(i.a.) 3 pa intings of qual ity 

2 china plutes (l) 
1 stnnding clock 
3 Hooden statues (badly 

damage d) 

(Enc l.) Declnrati on by Ondercommies Chevnllier an<! Assistants Dercl~ 

and Dancknerts, Pattackery, 14th Eay 1738: 'e' that on 12th iiny the 

Caboceers, ha.ving co[.le together, resolved to appoint one of the Cor,lp. 

servnnts here present as commnnder, aft e r vhicb As sist~nt Dronssehla 

wns indeed appointed to fill the va cant post of t he :La t e Jir. He r togh. 

r~'he Caboceers Jingin, Gyngyn and Accra ht\.tlded over to him 1, 000 ~tcn 

nnei 100 iron bnrs, as well <'\6 SOr.JC llOusd~ld effects _bic h had not 

been stolen ••. 

(:Cncl.) Dancknerts to Des ·,Jordes, PD.ttackery, 28th l;a, 1738 ••.• In 

nccordc.l1ee \Ji tll Y .il. 's orders I returned to lir. lle rt o~h in PnttackerJ' , 

but ... then I arrived he "las alrendy ::lead. The !lcgrocs c()ll1pelled f.1e to 

stay here in order to give the other \~hi temen t.:,e op_)r~i ty to GO to 

lmina, but I pray thnt Y.n. Llay as soon <1S pOC'lSi'Jle call J:1C buck frClil 

S\!l'geon Ileese is at pr~sent nt Eppe, emel I don't think thD.t 1;.e 

Elmina, lJocause he seemll to do his best to aet 2E: 

not ec~omical at ~ll: 

IIOID8 chai.ra, and it looks as if 
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he had gono there only for robbery ••. I her8by offer my s e rvices i n 

case" post were to be given out in the Benyn ••. 

(Copy) Jack Heese to Des Bordes, Epe, 14th October 1 738 ••. I \/D.S senG 

by i;r. Her"togg to the King or-Juquin, i n order to let hiLl rebuild the: 

Comp.'s lodge, \,Jith \vl1ich the r:ing had a l reo.dy started, hut as a rcs<.',l-c 

of the accident which happened to iiI'. llertogh, the work wa~ a~ain abo.nd-
have 6 

oned. li r. Hertog;l vlOul d doubtiliihiSsly/come to Epa in order to re-o)en the 

trade here and ':/i t'l the King of JaC!uin, because he could not any ilonger 

stay \lith the ICing of i\,ppa with 1fThom he had every day palavers, and i f 

the !iina army had l uck i n defcating Daghome, lw ~JOuld certainly ho.vc 

gone with the King of Jaquin to Jaquin, because Jaquin is quite near tu 

this plarze. Concern i ng my humble person, I requested the ICing and o.lso 

the Co.ptain to let me go to El mina too, but the King ansuered me tho.t 

he would keep me here till furtber orders arrive froQ Y.ll. The reason 

l' 0' '-', tl1o.t lir. Ilertogh sent me here 1r/hen he 1/HJ,S still alive and becausc 

tl10 ;: ing of Jaqui n request Y ,~-r. humbly to a llo\1 me to stc..y he re to serve 

f,iw Coup, 's Llterest and trade, as I am some,That experienced in the 

;nlo.vers of this land and the customs of the tTegroes . If Y.n. were to 

dispatch soon a ship h ither, we would certainly be able to sup~ly i t 

rluickly, as ~ do not doubt tim t one could 0 1.',] the slaves here at a 10\'Ter 

price than ;lr, Hertogh used to do. sigd, This is X the mc..rk of Ocer, 
~:ing of Jacluin 

Jo.ck Meese, 

(Copy) Dron9sema to Des Dordes, Pat taccary, 15th ilovember 1738. 

1'he Great negligence of Ondercomr,lies CheviJ.llier c..nd ilssisto.nt Frederics, 

\-,1!;)i'l I had sent f rc!'.1 here to Eppe as soon as peace and order uere re-est ­

<:t'ulished here, on choir urgent request, "Ii t ll attesto,tions concel'ning \!:u,'~ 

\w,s stolen froEl here and 1rll1D.t \TEl.S founel back in order to '0e sent to Y.1:, 

with Capt. Hoor, who had offerad his se rvice3 thereto, causes me the 

greatect sadness and regrets, and I do not understand Jha t is the cause 

of t:wb' delay. l\fter 'c \1e departure of s~'dd serva:lts and t~leir delay 

~t ~ppe, the King of Appa has again sought to make sow c palavers with 

me, but he did not come to the fore with them before Jul y when a certain 

.ortu3uese arrlved here, whom the Appase King dre\1 towards hiw with 

violence, givins; for reasons that vIe had aece<iyed him, having l!lade h i rJl 

bolieve that the whitemen who had left for ~ppe would continue to ~l~ina, 

80 that all the pal~ve~s and fur~hul possiblo e:ils will be the fault 

of those ;;esd ieurs. fhe Ying of Jaquin has presented himself as a fri end 

to us, '.)ut it \'10,0 only a disguise, and vie have experienced tho.:; it \las 

all foke, 'vecause lli::; only ain was to. get \That still reLlainecl,as \/01..1 

the people here ,in hiG hands, 2nd he let us kl:O\1 that ali \ih<:,:: ")"101,,,'00. 

late ~Ir. IIertogh belonged also to him. .'.t thcJ tino of tlle pt',lo.vc;: 

show of his friondship for us ':>y assisting the '.:ppa 

belonged to the deco<.lsed, •.. Flere at :'a t ': ~,~ 

hea~ palavers, which s-c:,ll increase duLl.:" 

I sa\:l no chance, ~ld so ttc .. 
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ilegroes here have at last taken up arms, on 13th and 1 4th of t his month , 

and gone to TollOU i n order to conquer i t. Eve r ything depends on this, 

and i t is likel y that i f the battl e is won, ment i oned i s l and CAppa?) 

\'l i l l be s overeign and the Compo \l i 11 never more have to fear any cllar:1 i t;-. 

Finally, I \1 i sh to ask humbl y agai n for Ely official appo lnt me n t as COI!Ed­

&uder; things are n01'[ better here th3.n at the time that Hr. He r t og:l ... ICLS 

hero, CLnd the prospects are particul CLrly g oo d i f the battl e is won . 1~o 

po.pel's of :;r. Hertogh a r e very confused, but it seems certain that tllere 

are stil l some fine Portuguese s~D.ves jo be pai d, and the i r are g o od 

signs that the Hobl e Compo will receive proper payment for them i n due 

time 0 •• 

Johal1 Hessing, Pastor at ~lmina. to Ass. of X, 1 8th September 1 739 • 

•.. I write to Y.Es. in great haste I arr i ved here on t he El mi na 

TIoads on 25th Jul y, a.nd when I went the next day on shore, I f ound, alas! 

everything in total confusion: in the crom a great number of Negr o- huts, 

according to some over a thousand, were in ashes; the Hon. D.-G. Des 

,ordes ,'laS angry and of a week phys i cal c onstitution ., the Castl e d ' :81 r.1 ino. 

\·ms dD.Dw.ged on all sides as a r e sult of the constant firing of heo.vy gU:lS 

since 27th I;ay Al l this is caused by sins which are crying to the 

higl" Heavens and the discordance resulting from them, betwecn those of 

iligh rank us 'dell as the i r subal terns on both s i des .•. 

Bookkecper-General J.Verschueren to Ass. of X, 20th September 1739. 

I huve oeel1 compelled to s i t still vii tll my liessieurs since o ctober last 

yoo.r, because in De cember it pleased :;.II. the D.-G. to summon Assistant 

lIangold from ;'\. pam and to keep him here under arrest. 'J' here \,Iere runourc 

that l1e was short of over 60 ilk. nut in ,June this year t h is young man 

i!as personal ly rel eased by the D. - G., and s i nce tho. t time ;le has had 

the daily honour of conversing VIi th the General . On 27th June i'r. j·iar.. ­

sold went wi th ~r. Hobroek to the Le eward, for what purpose one does l10t 

knOll, but the::,e are rumours that it wus in order to bribe the jjatives 

ther0 to come to fight their co~pntriots and allies. Early this month 

•• r. lla.ngold came back, but he left a.gain \'l ith 9 crntcs with 12 muskets 

each for tl.e JJOvlcr Coast, as if he hc..d po.id his debts b. full ••• Under-· 

siGned, Conll,lies nnaos and Chief .ferchant :Carovius are being accused of 

011 sorts of imagil1ary misdeeds by thu H. General, who refuses to sign 

any letters or to open the accounts books, although no accounts i1ave 

been made now for more thal1 10 months ••• 

Raams, ChOJlln, to I\S8. of X, 3rd ilovember 1739. • •• Victuals Qre ·JeL.g 

aold at very hiG~' prices by the I. inase " even here at '::;hat1a, whic:l is ~~l:.O\l;1 

plentiful supply of foodstuffs. '.i.'he comse of tl1is is the Great 

French ships coming these days to this Coast" lIhere t;1erc: \lere 

years hardly one or hlo of them at a tir.le, no.1 there c.~C; 1 ~J 

ships the Uegroes can sell for 30 ~SI:Lc.E2.. ur:at the:, 

after the death of Cabocecr !,bbocnn 
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the llegroes of El r,i i na got heavy d isputes with t hose of Great Commany, anc~ 

soon also with those of Annomaboe, a b i g Fantyn crom. It came to a war, 

but they were compel l ed to r eturn to their r espect ive croms after havi~g 

been beaten off by the Hinase. Hereupon H. E . v{anted the Hinase to go 

to the inter ior i n order to make vlar on Great Conlinany , but they refused, 

claioing that t he ir ancestors never had had the habit of mak i ng war into 

t~le interior, and that they had a l ways fougr1t their viars on the coast; 

that they were ready for the Gr ed. t Commanise if t h e y c ame back to :Jake 

\Iar on t~lerJ, but that they ,-JOuld not go to them . H. E . the D.-G. resentec~ 

this so much, thai· he cent a servant to Great COIimany, telling thela that 

he, D.-G. had not the leas t differend with them, and t hat they were free 

to :;:>anyar as many Ehlina Negroe s as they would like, threatening at the 

sar,le time the liinase that he wov.ld bombard tho cron, addi ng the following 

words li terally: that he would see to it t hat they would be forced to fight 

r'reat ComElany. lir. Ji es Bor des also had several fishermen and maize tr2.ders 

arrested who were put in the Castle 's prisons, and from th i s too Y.ITs. may 

see that he had since l ong the intent i on of ruininG the jiina CroEI. I 

regret to say that i n this ,-lay the outerforts are indeed put into greClt 

d,i.l.n.;er, and I have also written to D.-G . a1)Qut t~lis, because it is kno\J;l 

'chat the ':l assase Eegroes have definitely the intention to make 'lIar on t~le 

'mtase, as the COlTliiJanders of 1I011andia, Accoda, Boutry, Taccorary and 

;:acconde cannot expect the l east support from J::: l i.J iria. 'lhe lJassase are 

c;:j)ected here at Chama too 

Vcrschue ren to .\s s. of X, 24th november 1739 .•.. I regret that I am 

again forced to write t o Y. Hs. about the maltreatment and suppression 

mated out to Y.Hs.' servants here. ~ have not seen any attempt, since 

last urotc to Y.lls. on 20th S epteober, towards a redress of the decli~ing 

al~2:J.l'C of Lile liable Comp. , the Hatives not be ing able to achieve anythL:;.:; 

towards the re-esta~lishnent of peace and quietness . This Castle has 

aCdin Jeen repaired ~lere ruld there with a little stone and clay, but onl ;;; 

ill order to nakc it reaay for another war. Last night all guns uere a gni n 

tl,Jinted to\-Jards the crom, and cvervthing has been put in readiness, do~m 

to tl~e burning of l:latches. ~"or so[.e time i1011 , there: hFlVe Deen rUL.ours 

thai:. the Fantynen ,,[ould 'UlVe beo~l bribed with l<?.rge sur.1S, and they are 

.,0\1 expected any day to ruin Y.rIs. sub ject:: -who ah/a;s triucphed over 

all others in Virtue and Famc- cOl:1pletely, whilst t'le Eon • ..).-G. is 

expected to give trlClil, Fa:ltynen, a helping hand frr,r" tIle fo . tresscs. 

onctheless, our subjects have rla~e great presents to the - antyne~ in 

rdcr to quiet t:ler,l dom:. \:e elre not so l::UC:l v/Orried tt.lt t:-e l!1inase 

beaten by the Fantynen, but rather th".~ the (Jld ,:en \lil1 .10 10DLcr 

to atop the YounG i;en frO[i attacking ~s.. .•• One e 'fenins sur::e 

Des Bordes l friends edne to sing, delnce r.1nc~ drLlk here :;." 

to tease poor : ,r. Barovi us, singing: lool: at :!ir: I 

bird's cage •• , Lr. (.arstaric is 60 Quci: hat(,'::, 

outsid& the Cast1e: the natives wou1d cut 
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hi;] into a thousand little pieces. At Commany they don't Hant any lonGer 

to recognise as the COlllLlander of the - fort. The "Thole Upper Coast is in 

cornr.lOtion as the \,J assase are marching dovm from their land and want to 

t:lake .rar on the coast Negroes from Axim to Chama. All those Negroes have 

come to the forts, which have been surrounded with palissades ••• 

The liine-master Schnak died last month, ,.;i thout having done -as far as :LS 

kno~m- anything ,.;hich could be to Y .H.s 9 advantage. His filii-ners too have 

died ••• 

IIIC 122; ·J contracts 'vIi th Hatives". 

'l'his day, 2nd ,septeJ:;ber 1739, undersigned, l-I.Hoesen and J.Bontan, COl!1Jnis;:;·, 

i~ers for D.-G. Des Bordes, have gone to the square in front of the Cast le , 

\There the following negotiations took place with the lUmina Ne groe s: 

On the question why they had committed so much insolence against the j'Joble 

Compo and its servants, taking up arms against then on 27 t h day , t hey 

claimed that they had never refused to do t he ir duties to the Noble Comp , 

but that the:' lived in war with the Fantynen, that they had to take vict­

uals from l'..hanta, \·Ihich a gain and again had been taken away from them, and 

that they could not li ve ~- of the sea. That they can't tolerate that the 

people of th('l Fiscal's quarters take a,vay from them the ir victuals and 

pay t or 5/8 ;for 'tIha t is worth 1 :\ngels. That the Donko slaves, when they 

go to quarry stones take from the women their bread, cloth and kak:_~a~ 

in the market. ':Chat they don't understand ~Ihy it is no "1 -as never before­

forbidden to go on the Square with a cap on one's head, a cloth over one's 

shoulder and a pipe in one's mouth. That they had suffered much unde r 

,1._G. Overbeeke, and had wished that iir. Des Bordes vlOuld become D.-G., 

but that they \vere greatly disappointed, and that they had constantly 

:lad troubles "lith him. That they had always been slaves of the whitenen, 

-hat they have been in the 0enyn, and also have helped to conquer Cormant yxl 

nd Lollundia. That the D. - G. had prohibJilted their fishing an panyarred 

food coming over sea. That when D.-G. had closed the gate, they went t ~ 

tE,.l;:e their muskets, and that then tl1ey had been fired upon from the forts, 

-1<.1 t;lat the guns had been earlier pointed in their direction. That it 

war.; Hlvta'ys lI.lpossible to speak with II.H., but cha t he had imprisoned many 

01 the!.l without .lny pro~f of guilt. 'fhat they mourned 414 dead, t hat 13 

lad '')een lladly \vo1..tnded anG that their houses \Tere ournt. 

n this undersiGned COrJr;lissioners ~plied, that they shoud huve presented 

their grievances in a proper manner, and not have started s:lonting at 

nee. 'ihat it had been an old custom to panyar vich:a1s ~Ihen they refused 

to Bell it. 'fha\; if t;:ey brins bad gold to the Cru;tle th t t:ley should 

80 accept it again \thel1 t;:ey are paid wi th it, as we canno ~ li'le ot 

sea either. 'l'hat they should not 'impute \0 U8 the war which -las 

own quarrels. On Commissioners' question what was their 

that they would obey the old la~ls established cet'leen 

e l'oble Comp., and that they recoGnise tLe .... -C. as 

~1 alao requested the restoratiJn of the old 
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custom by v/h ic l1 t h e y were allovJed to try to sell elsnhere a ll t h ose 

s l a ves who wer e b r o u ght t o the fort s but who we re not a c c e p ted by t he 

Nobl e Camp. Fur t hermore, t hey a s k e d to ~e a llowed to c ollect themselv e s 

salt i f the liable Ca mp . d id not do i t; t ha.t through this t rade J\chantyns e 

~~.!.E~a_~ c ame in, s o t hat the '<Io rs t ones c oul d be t aken o u t ; but it Vloul d 

a l so be ne c essar y that the vlh i temen l et the i r s e r vants t a ke o ut t h e \vors t 

ones t oo , whic h t hey de c lar e t o be willing t o exc hange; but t h ey canDot 

agree \>Ii th the p ropos ition to use c m'Jrie s , b ecause all tl1e s tates i n t l: is 

area use nothin[5 but kake ra&s . F i nally, they s a i d that they d o n ot want 

a~y l onger to be held responsible for c anoes wh ic h may b r e ak i n h eavy s eas 

or !.r.ava~o.e_s. • • After these negot i at i ons a l l part i es s eeme d satisfied, 

and as a sign that a l l hostil ities had come to an end, they asked that 

3 guns be fired, wh i ch was i nde ed done. 

IIIC H l ; 
-:':or.11.1ies 8chaik to llSS . of X, 29th f.pr il 1 640 Hi l l em Cars tari s , \Jho 

took over the command from IIr. Des Do r des 1I1hen he became too ill during 

tIle \lIar, vias of a very bad temper , He consumed a lot of !!.:!:..~e_~ __ d.e_~.s::~!1.Edl}-.e 

a lias ~e}~e~e2:. (schna~pps) of which he used to take a bottle any day ilC felt 

bored •• , i:r. Darovius had to stay on St.rago Hill under most mise r able 

circumstances, till i t pleased tlle Alm i ghty to pull tho Gene r al out of 

t~ is world, after which it scemed that a l l that breathed began to revive. 

Chief ;;erchant Darovius to fl ss. of X, 30th ;~pril 17L:~() ( e xtract: o r i g ;inal 
manuscript consists of 68 pages) 

.•. I may humb l y remind Y.Ils. t hat the Council hC:ts requested thC1~t the 

vacD.!1G post of D, - G. may b e transferred to rl1y sligl:t person. The 

lringins to _,;Imina of a big Fantyn army, ~n the invitation of the l ate 

I .-\.. Ll order to ruin Y.iIs' subj ects and also in order to enrich him-

self with the loot, offered also an attractive op~ortunitv to the so-calle~ 

,:ing of ,:assa, Int i ffer, to lay siege to ,[ . Ils' fort ress at Saccondee, 

~rin3inG it into very narrow straits, hut it was saved by the courageous 

defence of t~0 subjects. ,llong the Lower Coast too, several factories 

\lere alarJ:1ed by tile machinations of the }'antynen , and the comlilimder at 

. pan, for instance, \laS compelled to spend considerable amounts in order 

to stop tLeir mischief 

.Is. do not want tel sive US permission to sel l slaves to foreigners for 

, ¢ 3 /., " ut l1e uay r01'1il1d Y .1Ts. that t 1e maJe sle~ves arc aeing bousLt 

here for lese than 5 ¢ a:ld the females for prices up to 3 ¢ 8 ;.. Gince 

no slo.veships seem to IJe forthcoming, a ~let profit of a:"otl ~ 1 0 8 f. se011S 

.lOt so 'ad, the fJOr0 as othen/iGe such slaves miz'~t well fall ill or die 

.1 • tb 0 1 0", It;s not qU.lte underLt.and~·Jl,~ how Y .:is. cem ",url.nc; .e~r onG \Ia~ ~ < • • 

Uiland thu.L o'tLlj~ liq~id sold b,; talce:: iJ1 pd:]"L!~r .. t f, -" fjLCh &:Lveo, ac I 

sup ose that 1 need not give pro'Jfs of tOlE: fact tc t neitl".er Jutch, :10. 

lish, nor French s :lips eve-:- take li(~uiu. ",old or r.;o:1.e~· as t,lcir E~a .. 

\1e hope, and ill princi,le e::pect, thc.t nO\l, after t:1C de,tt,. 

o des, we shall no lon~er be without trade, i~ particular Aft 
o~ing \1:,0 arrived ~cre ~·.l 
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14th i~pril. I f t hey come through, \,e shoul d he able to buy this year 

still at least 2,000 Fs. slaves apart fr om the occasional quantities of 

gold and ivory, in case Y. Hs. give permission t o make the following 

alte r a tions i n the pri ce-list (follows a list of 40 items). 

\/e were touc hed to see that Y.Hs. gave again new orders concerning t~e 

activities of iiine-master Schnak , but 1;/e must reply, to our ree;ret, t:1D."C 

he, as we l l as the other mi ne boys, have i n the meantime journeyed into 

eterni ty. \Ie s ay :: to our regret :, not so :TIuch because of the eminence c: 
aforesaid person, but rather because i f he were still a live, we would 

-ly 
certai n/have demanded some anSVler frOG ;l i r:1 for h i s unpardonable benavi ()ccr, 

:1aving deceived Y .Hs. in s uch a shameful manner, di sguising h i s inabili t: 

to find mi nerals under subtle acts of chemistry. lIe spent more than 3 

months after hi s arrival i n gilding hand-watches, poniards, knives, spoone, 

bowls and watch-chains for the late D.-G ., Oppercomu i es Hobroek and 

Commies Carstar i s, t he secretly opening of all sorts of le tter-seals and 

closing theD again invisibly •.. Finally, as a proof of his mineral 

abil i ties, he began to make a mine under the garden-house just Hest of 

~t.lago Hill, but so close to the ~alt River, and in such low grounds, 

that at h i gh tide the water would nearl y reach the place where the dig~ 

gings were. Whilst this was going on, the hine-master suddenly got the 

idea to nake anco tller mine a little l ess thnn an l,o ur I s distcmce to the 

,Torth of :Lll'l ina, but ... Ii th as l ittle success. One of the miners actually 

told lile that he, Schnall.:, had no idea of mining at a l l, that at best he 

could be called a ve ry medi ocre chemist. It was only because of a false 

\lar-alarm that thi s useless work was stopped. ~hen he wen t to the Upper 

(;oast, but there he committed such follies, t ha t the Comaander of lIoll arl(1.:i ... 

was eventually compelled to put him in shackles. ~e trentcd hi e mine- ~o~~ 

also in such a scandi .. 10us manDer, that sevei'al people he.ve assured us 

that t~ey have died rather as a result of misery, hunger and beatings 

them of the ordinary land-dese2.se. 

'Ie noted Y . lis <I I surprise ahd .taispleasure about the fact thi:\.t the affai r.s 

of t0e former Opne rcomnies Blet rem~in un-finished, but the late D.-0. is 

to l)e)lamed flJr t:lis, and it is ver~r s ad tha t mentioned £let had to sta.:' 

A Ir GUC~ a long time on the Coast without progressin[ an inch. ;n t~e 

meantiue the effects of Carstaris remain under sequestration, and he i s 

engaged in a daily pen-and-ink war, in which we shall let ~he~ continue 

l1e are at present so ibnorant o f \1'1at ie. :1apper.in..; along t~:c Louer Coast, 

th~t it looks as if there ~ad never bee~ such a tnins, on the one ~a~d 

'Jecauce vlO ~ICl'e for sucll a 1011<; tim8 h:cpt outside e ... orything, and on tho 

other because for a long time:: th0rc has boen no corr"syond..:ncc behlce:ll u.s 

and thc factories at [,pan~, Jercoc, _ccra and tilC further .00,cr Coast, ;"u'" 

oauso of thc unsafety of t"e paths J.acl the poacllin6 of ttL 'antyne:n. 

llarch oppcrcornr.1ies Hobroel;: \mntcd to return to his fortrca:; at 

he camo back on _6th, bccausc the su')j(:Ccs of his fortr·.:!.:.;;:, 

land. He \lent a second time on 30 th, but not \/it' 

8 rlously to be careful 'Iith a cortain Ca;"oceer.t 
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:mnemahoe, called Courantier. TIe ,Jen t pe r sonally to see him, on the 

oral promise of safe-conduct made by a servant whon mentioned Caboceer 

sent to him, Hobroek, before he disembarked. :Jut up to nml he is be i nG 

kept under arrest by Courantier. Al l this may ~Je expla ined fro El the 

fact that the late General and he, TIobroek, had bribed the enti re ~'anty~ 

country, bu t sinc e the Fantynse were compelled on 21st l~rch to withdraw, 

t~ey have thought it good to get provisionally t his hostage in their 

hands in order to compell the Noble Compo to pay a handsome r ansom ••• 

(Encl. ) Journal concerning the most remarkable incidents occurring ~ithin 

this Government betvleen 16th Harch and 15th April, extracted by J . ~azevier . 

Pn 16t~ liarch General Des 30rdes expired, leaving the country full of war 

aclin an indesribable confusion, the Elminas seeing themselves surrounded, 

since 5th January, and besieged by an army of 3 0 , 000 Fantyns8 Negroes, 

called in by the deceased in order to ruin them, if ~oscible, totally 

and to make their \lives and children t>eir slaves. dessrs I-iobroek, Cars­

taris, Lilune, Van Voorst and Verschueren went , to see the arrested :;hiei' 

de rchant Darovius to ask him for adv i ce, but he refused , saying tha t 

since his arrest on 1 8th Jlovember 1 739 he had been completely cut off, 

and that first of all he wanted to know i f they knew why at all he had 

been imprisoned. Aforesai d gentle~en , although all of them were I~rnbc rs 

of t~e Council, said that they didn ' t, as the l ate D.-G. ~ad never given 

them the least knowledge about the reasons for his arrest or asked for 

their consent in the matter, and tha t it had been impossible to them 

to mako any chcmge in hiG decisLms on account of t he unbearable moods 

of the late D . -0. ilr. Carstares too, denied to have been involved il'. 

any \Iay in the arrest of ;ir. Darovius. 

,In 21st ;iarch Presideilt sent messengers , led by Ass istant Jiangold, into 

the ~antynse camp, to ask the Fantynse to stop their attacks as n. -0. 
'os Jordes had now died, but to their surprise the deputies wer e answeree 

tiw,t tl1e;i, FantYl'lGn, would continue their war, as they had proI:lise cJ. to 

do so to the late D.-G •••. We then decided to protect rigorously the 

territory and the subjects of t~1e -'loble Com po with such power as 1.Ie had, 

and to show tais bribed army that tLe present Government had resolved 

to take t,lO :iobl e Comp. 's prosperity at heart, and not its ruin • . 

~he ~antynen having started their attack between nand 10 o'clock, we 

could sec our men defending themselves with virile courage, and pushinB 

buck their enemies. It was not necessary to fire more t~an two or three 

shots from the cannon o~ ht.Iago ~o cause eventu~ll~ the ~reatest con­

fusion amonG tl'.e ener.lies, \'Iho , after ll.::tving set fire to th·)ir canp, flee., 

eaving; behind at least 711 canoes and ·varioEs i tens of bac;a:;e. ~l:_t 

Was a general fear tho.1- tl1e l·' mt;fnen after t:1Gir defe?t at 1anina, 

in .lediatel~- GO to the ...,o'/e1' COc-st ia order to take t:lere '.That tl!,:: 

to them 

sent a messa::;e to lir.,'arovius, askinG ;li::t tc 

as of old, ShOWi.lg in tl:a-:; \lay ho;! 
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eager they were to prove their f orme r fidelity and submission to the 

:.o)le COMpo and to offer their obedience and faithful se rv ices ••• on 

vhich Presiden t replied that he ~ad taken note of t ~e ir complaints and 

that their righ ts would h e protected. 

(:8ncl.) Extracts of I; inutes of Counc il. 

22nd iiarch 1,;40. ilembers of the Council agreed ul1B.nimously \-rith the 

i ns tallatiun of Chief i;e rchant Darovius as : resident of t~c Co uncil. 

resident put the question './bether any of the pre s ent ;iembers could eJC -­

pl a in \vl1y the Assistants Raams and Van der Putte had b een kept since ~;ay 

1738 in rigorous arrest, with the result t hat they h ave suffered great 

damages to their hea lth and forces. It b ecame clear that none of tho .s e 

present had ever quit e understood what were the exact accusations made 

aga i nst theQ, and it was t here fore unan i mously res olved to release t h ese 

b'IO persons provis i onally, so that t hey can recover a little, till fur Lle r 

inquiries have ucen made i n the exact nature of their of fe nces 

2[)th "arc h 17 L:·O. President i nforme d Council th~t the Chi efs of t ele Cr om 

~lad sent SOEle deputie s 1;li tl'l the hurnole request tl:.2. t the persons 1:1ho since 

t:,.~ ;)e e; inl1 ing of ,January were be iil;; kept i n t he prisons with a heavy chain 

,"round their ,lecks anQ shackles ar ound their ankles, only, as f ar as t ~. 8j· 

ime\-" on account of their be i ng suspec te d of some treason for \Jldc :.l they 

aad ,hovever,not ye t b een condemned, be at least released of the heavy 

c.aia around t heir necks, t hus preventinB the i r total collapse. i.ent i oncd 

C~iefs added t hat t h e y would be pleased to llo~that henceforward, in case 

iJ.Y'~· of their people \'I'ere suspccted of certain offences, suspects \%ulc1 

no 10P3cr be submitted to t err i b l e tortures, t hat their cases wo~ld be 

inquired into in a more orderly and mode r ate manner, and that those who 

r:1.) found guil t~ be punished \·,i th"\lt undue delay 

ncree provisionally to t hu aoove request . •• 

I t was resolved to 

(:nc1.) D.Hobroek, j,nnomaboe, to Barovius , 2 L;·th April17 L,O .... Y. II . mo.:; 

~ind in tho Cormantyn correspondenc e hOvl muc" has "een given to the :7ar:t:1l1GC 

.1") th..: orders of thc late CenerD.l: 13 iik for initi~l costs, for +;;.e 

COLll.i1.:, together of the L:ll1d (s ic), and fllrthermore, accordin:; to ar:ceem:~nt, 

110 slIaJl:l casks of gunpo~lder ad 2;1 Ibs each, I e:.. 1lk 2 ¢ of liquid Gold , and 

.,00) Ibs lead in exchange for \>1hich ..,Jere oiven 13 Y01.:111:; i-_m.pi~E. (pmll1s), 

110 \/Quld ~)e :.'eturned if the nattcr had ''Jeen d u. e to L.e satisfaction 0: 

t elate !,. __ ,' ••• , 'J'he Conrantier s ays that t\IO u~ lllS r owers are stil ... 

_ osty ••• 

Journal • 
..,ent a cricular letter to t:1e Calli, ,a.nd<.rs of t:le outer-for'tu: 

dying trade. and also in furt~leranc(: of orders ee:. t 

their letter of 21st ,ovezabcr 1739, we send l'erc : . 

.,1: t e same time al: comr.anders of t::e Ol"ter-

1:0 buy good and aceepta 1e 
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s l aves, havi ng at the same t i me the liberty to s e ll them agai n to Dutc h , 

F r ench and :Sn gl i sh shi p s and to s tore t radegoods a c quired for t hem i r. 

their sto re-houses , usin~ those goods aga i n for t~eir trade. Dut strict 

orders are also hereby issued, that the se l lers s houl d be abl e t o p resent 

papers about these sal es, anrl ce r t i ficate,s t~la t at l east 8 Ang~ -Of liguid 

gold, or otherwi se the same value i n i vory has ~een paid as r ecogni tion 

to -e,l(! Company for each slave, whether mal e, fema l e o :c c hild. 

12th l~Ugust 1740. "Informations about the troubl es bet\!Cen the ::.~ngl i sh 

ll e i)2' oes of ,3acconde and the Antase' l ••.• I;r, Dunbar vlOuld have asked 

~lhJ the 8acconde people had panyarred a n gma1 treated Lngl i sh mer c hants, 

on wh i ch the Saccondese replied: Our ancestors have built this fort, of 

which we expect protect i on, and we wish to know why the ~nglish have 

ascistcd our enemy Intuffer. On this the }'~nglishman replied: hut \1e did 

allm' you:c \'lOmen and childl'c~1 to come ins ide our fort; but \',hen i;e ssrs 

"elville and CraiG started to count them, you began to fear that t;_ey 

would be sol d out to Intuifo r. ~ut they replied th~t thi c had never been 

the habi t among free negroes ••• The Ne groes furt~erDore certified to 

[1'. Duni)ar that ~,hen , ir. Cope cawe, that t;10Y had offered him 50 bendas 

if he woule. offer them protection, but that i:r . Cope had refused , tha ':; 

Lntuffor vould have offered to Cope to defeat t he ~ntase, and to give him 

the Dut c h fo rts, on which the ~nglishman would have s a id t hat he was not 

interested ••• He then sent a servant to Intuffer to tell him that t~ero 

is an ,~nglish and a Dutch fort at Sacconde, and t:lat it 'dol:ld >e be tter 

if he, Intuffer went to t he Dutch forts in Upper ~nta. nut Intuffer 

roplied t~at he had nc intentions aginst Zuropean forts, ~ut a6a inst the 

.ntase. ~s the ~nglish also sold tobacco, cloth and gunpowder to Intuffc, 

the .~nglish ;Jaccondese felt betrayed. \1;len Intuffer came behind tbe 

:~lC;lisll fort at ,'Jacconde , Ondercomnie s De {;Ochenker sent tilem a message, 

urging tllelil not to offer protection to Intuffer, but to l;:ccp out of i;',e 

lMlaver; but \Ihen Il1tuffer did sturt to figllt, the ,:nglish fired on ti: .: 

.. r>t<.tse ••• 

2',1th .• Uf£ust 17':(1. C;or.lmies Jtarckcnborg rcp(,rted 011 ilia miscio!l to 

'j"o'an~:rn tc lind out why the ;'ant ynse had apl:eured \Ii tIl such .::;reat l;l1,:;11t 

before the Crom under the fort at Cormantyn, had threatened it terribly 

und had 2-180 el':tortcd contributionc fI'om the comiilandc.rs of our forts at 

pam <:tnd Bercoe, and l"ad bl('ckadca Go rmar.tyn ~,)Ot:l 0,1 ~£'nu and on sea 

lJurillG the paluver \Thich was aeld at Cormant:.-n on 23i1d .July 1 the:' told 

him th<.l.t i.r. lIobroek !lad asked them to come to ,':lmin.', t -'lot t 1e:' bad ·Je,--!'_ 

isled etc. etc. • • Finally they asked 3,000 bendas gold as a recorJp­

n, which S. oanaged first t.., reduce to l,(JCtJ, 2nd eventt:&lly tc 

the j!'antynsc maintain t'}at the \w.r La.u cost tilCln Gluch rlOr-:: 

refuse absolutoly to accept :.r. obroek again as 
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IffiKG 105 ; Journal. 1st Fe bruary 1741 ... 
i:ece ived from Pattakery a let ter from ,',ss is tant Dronssema, de. 11th Augus t 

17~); ... Everything is here i n peace and qu ietness, and there would be 

good trade, if only Capt. :;oo r were not am this Coast ; he has spoilt the 

\1hole trade .alon g tr,e LOvle r C02.:5t, and sent trade-ships to various plac e3 

l'I i t l1 such goods on board as a re most popula r among the He groes , He has 

chosen :.zppe as his mai n trading-pl a ce, and he stops there all the ships 

of f ore i gn nations. Capt . de Moor also kept for mor e than 2 months letters 

\'Ihich I had asked him to transuit t o Y.H ... . I came here 2'} years aGo, 

on the orders of D. -G. !Jes j~ordes, a nd I \'Iould hav e had to break up 

long ago if I had not been able to continue the trade wi th ships of f or -

emgn iTa tions. j1ut Y. H. could onl y make the trade flo uri s h if I.lI . c ot~ld 

;:;et Capt. ,loor removed from Epe . Y.H. could do that by excluding Eppe 

from the passports for the Portuguese, giving them i n stead author i ty to 

GO to Jmnemaboe or Quita. ',['11e i·r e gr oes he re have a terr i b l e dislH;:e of 

door, . nod the King 01 DU):lOmme; i f he.: could got hold. of him,. l'lOUld mnSKtCrG 

(sic) him in thQ most hor r iblo m~nl1er, be c a use he has severa l times sold 

gunpowder and muskets to Schampa. He has a l so a tradepost at P o po. If 

a Silip of the Comp. c a me here, I c ould barter nearl y a whole ::?E-Ei'-!>Y~J: 

for gold : I cou l d buy here at leas t 200 ;ik per y ear. The trade at rida 

seems to be poor. The P ortuguese are sai d to hav e thrown half of their 

tobacco over ~ oard, as the Da hommese don ' t like their tobacco. The old 

T,ing of Dahorutile t the one \vho has destroyed anti '<lasted a ll the states, has 

(hed, and since his death tvlo of h is sons are making war on each other 

for their posses3 i on, which i s being caused hy the V o!'..i~!...s_a:!:!...e....n!!.. (=?) , 

IJ\lO profits froE1 this occasion and wh o i s alreadJ, marching up vii th a n 

'J.rmy of 20,000 in order to fight wit :: the Dahommese. J" ut no whiteman 

\!i11 trade vii t h h i E1, because ~'! e is a real roober ;Ie e s6 he l ps ;ioor 

und sets him and other traders up against me ••• 

~:eplied to ;3ronssema that I \dll do a good word for him \Ii t l1 the lIon. 

j1ircctors, but that I c~n't supply him wit h oore ships, as t he Compo does 

110 longer trD.de in slaves, but that the trade is no,1 not 0eing done by 

t.he Comp.';; servants on th0 Coast entirely for their Rl1n account, as t ;,. e y 

have to pa~' 0'2 every slave 8 Aug.of gold as recogniti on to t:le Directors, 

and that l trust that he will continue to trade wit~ s~ips of all ~ati ons. 

8th "arch 1741; Circular letcer announc i ng appoiimhlent of De Petersen as 
Director- General 

23rd ,July 1741. l:ece ivecl a l etter from COlili·!ies Van " uyl, i.ccra, that 

SODie da~'s ago the . ,kims c had come for palaver \-li t h t'le ,ccrase) involviu;: 

those of Oukyntje as vlell as Darcon •. That the "/hole _.ccra countr:: .1a(: 

come for the palaver, and that Oukyntje, havi.:g been put in the riS·,t, 

paid, accordinG to the custom of t;le l~.!ld, somet:lint; to t:le :.l~:.r.se 

'ngl.ish '\ccrase. T~ut later Darco': c ar.Je to say tInt !le could .. ot 

It is said that the .quar;lIJoese , tl.c .'a.'lt: nse (t' 

,cronse have coce to the :nglisl1 Crorr. ir 

'be ,and Darcon too,wol~ld have bC'ug::t 
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27th J uly 1 7 41. ~ece ived a letter from Van Kuyl, Ac c ra : • • • The origin 

of the pal aver he r e c an b~ found in the p e n (agreement) '"hich the 

Fant7nse, ~quamboese, Ac k i mse and Accrase had made that nob ody would 

panyar a ny of eac h other's peopl e~' But they s ay that i t was b r oke n by 

the l\cc rase. L demol1Gtrated tb.:. t he Acc r ase that the I'antyns e i'liJ.d a l so 

broken it, as 1 had sent one of my servants to Apam, s ome time a go, :v}.ti.l, 

my cane, but tha t ~le had been panyarred and so l d by the Fan tynse 

4th December 1741. ••• frO :ll Van Kuy l , :~ccra: The As s i antyne n aIld 

the Ackimse are prepar i ng for war. The Acki mse ask me for mo r e powder 

and guns, so pl earesend De some from ~lmina. S e h a mpo i s at the moment 

!"!laking war on !'''lOna. '.lith a l l these wars a l ot of peopl e from Acc r a and 

also fron Temma have come to stay here in the fort. Ve are getting short 

of 'l'Jater ••• 

L iE:G 106; JournaL 

(;IAxim Correspondenc e 7i ) 18th ;~pr i l 1 742. I:r. i,i .Van der Noo t de Gi etere 

wrote about gold-mining ; that it coul d b e quit e successful if the Nat i ves 

vere not so a~gressive. ~hey once attacked the 2ortuguese, when tho] made 

attempts to open a mine, then us, for instance when they attacked the 

stronghold on i;ount imcoper, but in that case the garrison managed to 

t uka refuge in Axim. It would be very expensive to start any such enter­

prise with succeSD, as one would ha ve to give a lot of presents beforeha n O. 

I f you try to lnake a mine on yo ur Olin, it is alw.J.y s t h e S3.r.le thing : " fll y 

frianrk, YOl, will have to m0ve; our dom~ne~<: or fe1:..i_s~e_ EaaR says t ha t 

the .f~_~i.s~s_e_ has orderec1 him that no gold should b e dug i n our country , 

because our country would get involved in hea vy "rar'l •.• 

("fcccra Correspondence 'l ) 23rd iiarch 1742. lieceived from i ir. Van r: uy l CJ • 

. 'lptter dd. 10tll iiarch: Yesterday the Assiantynan have defeated t he 

lcl,il'lse, \}h iclJ caused great confusion here, and people all along t h e Lower 

IJoast sede protection under the fortresses. lier., the llegroes are ;J l,sily 

repairing the Cat-place in order to use it for bheir defence. They are 

nfraid that the ,.ssiantyr.en vlill come to make war on t h e m to o . Accordi:rc:, 

to rUT.lOurs most of the ;'.kir:lse have fled to t:1C: Lower Coa3t. They may also 

come :lere, but in th,l.t case, the Negroes say here, tbey can f t give t :leLl 

a.1Y protec t i<'11. Tlle~r are se rio~·sly short of '-later. '':: he l)CJ.nis ll Governor 

has sent sor.le p00ple to .kim; these Ifegroes have CODe back and declare 

t'lat the whole of j,kim has lJeen defeatcd, and that ver~' uany grandees 

ve ;.leCh lcilled. 'rhe people of I,abbadde and '_essie hav!;) already fled 

to Dercoe. Temma fort viould not te able to stand sue;' an o·"e .'might ••• 

from Van;~u:'l, ",cera: •••.. hereby send a request for nc:'o 

Iitlfoodls, bcc.?use as a reGult of t;'lC defeat of the Akimse ",e ca."'] bu:, 

I have ho't,ever not" e ~ seer. an'· occasion '~o 

that our Comp.' s makelaer was killed i:l 
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1st ilpril 174·2. Hece ived from Van Kuyl, Accra a 'c opy of a letter 1J/rittei1 

to him by Commies Gavlron at Apam: ••• 'l'his is to tell you that iiak_ela_e_~ 

Dacon is dead, and t;lat the II,quamboese have his head, \"hich they want to 

bring to Pockoe as soon as the war with the Assianty nen has subsided a 

little. But the Fontynen have suffered great damages from the panyarrins 

-more than 1 00 of them were taken away- and s ince the !,ssiantynen ',-ave 

panyarred so many of them, none of t~em have anymore heart for a battle. 

Yet Fontyn wants to defeat Agonna, because it refuses to give bac~ w~at 

"ras panyarred ••• PS. '':''he Fontynen spread the rumOl..,r that Oppockoe \Jill 

not CODe down to ~ccra, but that be will send from this ••• (?) deputies, 

and that 1'ockoe will put the l\quamboese agaL1 in their country, and also 

that Daquentyn is alive in Pockoe's hands, and th.::.t he has Oers' head 

IGth April 1742. "Irote to Accra : Gentlemen,/ : i.e. Commies :"~aa[1S and 
Bookkeeper Gen. Verschueren:/ 

this is to intruduce to yo u the Assiantynen who cai11e to bring the news 

of their victory and .. rho asked for transport to ;\ccra in order to .larn 

the Assiantynen there not to undertake anything agains t the Datives 

'.wdor t ile jurisdiction of tlle j)utC~1 l!at ion, because t:.lakeI2.er Darcon, 

about whose conduct they (we?) are very angry, has already died, his 

he.a.d havin;3 been cut off by the Aquamboese. '1'he Grandees of this CrOf:1 
powder to 

furthermore request me to ask you to send on their account/the value of 

2 slaves, if there arC! j,ssiantynen who could carry it, to ~)ockoe, ,'ILic): 

t'ley promise to pay for to the Cllief t;erchant. I think t 1-w.t the Dutch 

l'la tion s hould keep itself neutral, but I send hereby also my servant 

{'bram with a present for Pockoe, to \Thom he should request to fJake every -

thin~ quiet nsain. 

23rd April 1742. TIeceived a let ter from TIaams & Verschueren, dd. ~ccra, 

20th Apri l : ••• the deputies of Pockoe have arrived here to tell a b out 

l1tS victory, ~)ri..le;ing a pre5ut of t:lree ja./bones. ''chere are ovory da.y 

morc; deputies coming from. ssiantynj by no\-/ there are about 50 or 60. 

~he: come \-/ell armed, and apread along the entire Lower Coast, ~ut the; 

have orders not to c~i'1i .li t any acts of enr,;i ty before t::e palaver abont 

ransom ,l a& boen made. \Ie ':-:-e grettecl to note that tho I'.ssianty nse AmbE·ssac1o:" 

"/ho C3.r:Je frOl:l Eloinn de'nnn~ed, as e;oon as he put his fooi; on shore, all 

t;,at DarCOil had possessed here an. elsE::\'lhere, to the last 0 it. ilhat 

should \-Ie do, if l)o c~oe ins:i.3ts i11teed en ,avinc; all t'lat .0arcon had? 

The Dutcil tlation nOl'nw.lly p:rotect~ it:; SULJjects, &nd does not leave there] 

a prey to tlleir enemies. It s:loui-d be added, tha"~ Dil.l'COn, 2cCDJ:tding to 

witnesses here in ,C(:3:-8., hs.d )~;n talking aOol..!t a VW.r behlet:l1 :.kin: ::l:,c1 

ssiantyn since long, a_nd that he, Darcon ~_ad gone to __ k1.i! to fi:lis::. hJ_3 

palaver './e al'~ of t~e o»inion that we si,ould do all we cnn to 

fULlily, ~d lodgo til,m, if need be, in th'] fort 

i'e are iafor .. 1ed that the :la;ltYl1Se lieeroe; 

.. very Bincle thing they C~ '3et from \!S, 
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saying th_~t Pockoc's .IUIlbassador a nd Y. H.'s s e rvant hav e onl~r come he r e 

for t ho furtherance o f Pockoe' s war against t :lem , Fantynen •• • 

27th April 1742. \frotQ to l~aam6' a n d Ve rschue ren: ••• y . !~s. s h ould t e l l 

thc" Assia.nt ynen t hat Darcon \lel1t to ..... k i m \-l i t holl t any s pecia l i n ten t i ons 

against them, bu t onl y for h i s own pa l a v er; that he was kep t t h0 r e bO CB1E 0 

of the O!lcor.ling \var , aga i nst h i s f ree .lill. \Ie r epeat t hat it i s our 

opini on that we s:lOul d stay as neut r a l as poss i bl e , bu t that vIe s h oul d 

n o t agree to the i r demands conc erning Dar con ' s f ar,l ily •• • 

29th April 1742. De c eived a l etter from ~aams ~ Ve rsc hu e r en , dd . ~ccra, 

27t~ Apr i l . ••• There arc here some new r umours wh i c h c ause c onsidora~10 

unr0st. 'l'he 1,s s i antynen have sent here and t o othe r pla c es messenger s 

to take froD every coast crom a small l e vy. All these croms, i nclud i ng 

ours, have paid up, but lir e ))o rpf, the Danish Commandor at il i ngo , has 

refused, and offended t tlOl!l , cal l i ng them t :. ieves and beggars. ;, feu d:t~·c 

later tl:e f\ ssi2.n t :rnen car.le down vii th 4,000 men, and too:~ avlay a ll his 

subjects and servants ; the huts were l ooted and t he fort was be3ie~ed . 

lll<: Danes are nO\1 very frightened, and fear that they \"ill come ~ler<) •. . 

1st llay 1742. Hece i ved a note from liess r s Le l v i ll, Cl'.a l mer and Crichton, 

dd. Cape Coas t Castle, 30th .i'.pril, ••• \Ie r e ceived advice fro m the Lee­

ward that Apock o 's intent i ons on the Accra natives are still doubtful . 

, r. l;elvill \vi l l tl1e::r e fore [3; 0 thi thor ••. \Ie should act i:l conc ert in 

t'.io affair, and "vI e propose to act jointly on an~r 'Creaty vlhic,l may be 

contracted vit h .p ocko ••• 

13th 1 ay 1742. Heceivcd a letter from I:aams C, Vc rschueren, dd. :.c cra, 

. til iiay. • •• '.c'lle ,'\.s3iantjnen are !10t at ~ll prepared to accept our e;{-

.pl natiuns concerning Darc on, anc1 t;'ey threaten to come dO\/D with }' ockoe 

anp. to ru':'l1 tile \Thole country . 'rhe r cfore we have given - on the i:1sis ·'.:'-ilc0 

o the .. ccra 8randees and Daroon's rel ~:tive3 themselves- 5 b ig strings elf 

con~ do te.I2"~' worked and lollse gold, a b~x \lith cll, to., and anytting 

ich could be got from the Ileceased' s household, ,·Ii ves a",d slaves to 

old. ssiant:-n " mbassadoJ;'. Dut ~le demanlled still 6 big bottles filled 

'e said to be buried insid. this fort, and the first \/i1e: 

For more t~lan l~' days we lsave tried to convince him 

et these, and finally he demanded not only Darcon's 

those of lIIoe and Pieter Pjl.sop. [hen we refused, '10 

t d the guns on the fort as if wo 

a1 be not' ti 
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30 mk worth of effects in the fort at 'llel!llna ••• 

15th d ay 1742. Urote to Raams p-, Verschueren : It is reported that the 

Fantynen pany arred about 90 Assiantynen who were returning after having 

00ught salt here ••• Aake sure that Poclwe gets to kno"l about the mis­

behaviour of the Assiantynen at Temma, and that if he does not give rec o~p­

ensation t here, t hat \>le sha ll issue a general ban on the sale of muskets, 

gu n powde r and lead to a ll Assiantynen 

23 rd iia y . ;}e ceived a l e tt e r from Haams 2: Verschueren, dd. ;cccra, 21st 

l ia y ••• Lr. ; ;elvill h a s not yet arrived. He is reported to be still £It 

'=' i lilpa. On 11th l;ay all difficulties with the Assiantynen were solved, 

a nd that same a fternoon t h e y departed altogether from under the fort. 

You r se r vant a nd the ~lmina Ca b oceers have not gone with t h em. There 

are rumo urs t ha t the .Gn glish have had to pay larg e sums on the first 

vi s i t o f t h e " s s i anty nen. Yesterday an ambassador of the King of !\ssian­

tyn came he r e "iit l1 s ome of t he Company 's goods, a .slave and a child, 

cap tured by hi s peopl e at Temma. He said t hat the King ~ad been very 

a n g r y, say ing t :wt h e h a d alway s wanted to be on frien dly terms "lith the 

Dutc h liation , and t hat he \.,rill pay for t h e remaitlder of t h e damages. 

'I, e expec t a bloody ,var be twe e n t he Assiantynenand the I'antynen, because 

it is said t l.lat Pockoe has drawn all his forees together and t hat he is 

advancing on Agonn a ••• An _~nglisl: ship arrived here \vi th the news t hat 

the ~ ing of Ojo ha s defeated the King o f Dahomme with the help of the 

Great Robber 3 jampon, and tha t f~r t hree months now the re has been no 

t r ade a t a ll a t F ida . ••• 

25th ijay 1742. S e n t th e f ollowing circular le t ter : 

. " •. '['he Grande e s of t~1 is sub ject Crom informed us 'bhat the :Peoples of 

.lJassa, 'tJuffer, Abrimboe , Great Commany, Foetoe, Simbio and Fantyn 

~ave put their heads together and spread t h e rumo u r t hat t~e last 

arriving ambassadors from the King of Assiantyn have come to this Crom 

wi th th e jav0 0n es of t he ir defeat ed enemies and in or<!er to announc e 

tha t t h e y would at t ac k a nd ruin all t h e aforesaid Peoples ••• 

l ie cannot but i nsist (\lith them) that this rumour is false, and Y. Ils . 

are hereby urgently re queste& ~o explain t h is to Y. lls' subject peoples. 
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