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fiﬁ 12L: Minutes of the Council Mectings, Elmina. ,
oggrd January 17105 ... D.-G. proposed to send the ship iAfrical’ with its
present armasoen to Curagao, as it is already too heavy to make still a
voyage to the Bight and the Rivers, and as we arc also provided with more
appropriate vessels for that purpose at the moment. But the mentioned
‘ship, as a result of the great mortality among the slaves confiscated in
varioussearches of Portuguese ships, had not yet acquired its complete
armasoen, whilst on the other hand it should be considered a matter of the
greatest urgency that the said ship be dispatched as sSoon as possible.
At this juncture Oppercommies Haringh expressed his opinion that along thc
Lower Coast, around the Rio Volta, a good guantity of slaves could surcly
be purchased, because the peoples of that area had been involvecd in the
recent wars at Accra and other places and had for some time now not had

the occasion to bring their slaves and ivory to the market.

6th lMarch 1710; Messrs Schoonheyd, Ingelby and Haringh demonstrated that
it is frequently being reported that soldiers and craftsmen stationed in
this Castle, as well as sailors from ships anchored on these roads, have
mede it their habit to wait on the paths for Negroes who come to sell
palm-wine in the Crom, and to take it away from them with violence.

They therefore proposed an iordinance for the suppression of that malpractice

4th April 1710; D.-G. informed the Council that an exchange of protests
and counter-protests had taken place between himself and Sir Dalby Thomas,
concerning robberies and panyarrings committed lately by the Fantyns againgt
servants of the Noble Comp. On this Sir Dalby had replied that he did not
know about those {specific) aéta, that Fantyn is a big country in which
there are bound to be some rogues, and that if they were found out, they‘
certainly would be punished. Sir Dalby added that it appeared as if the
Fantyns have the intention of not permitting to either Company as much
trade as it desires, to panyar a lot of people, and in fact to take away
from both Elmina and Cabo Corso all the trade and to cause an un-limited
war. They also threaten to take revenge on all those of our friends and
allies who have refused to help them in. their war against Cabes Terra,
which they expect to win. Sir Dalby therefore proposed a mutual agrecnment
containing the following articles:
l. To offer protection tgainst the evil designs which the Fantyns may have
on the goods, men, slaves, vassals and others of both our Companies at and
around our factories at Cormantyn, Agga, Annemaboe, Mouree, Cabo Corso,
~ Elmina, Commany, Aguaffo and Fetu; e
'flgg'.ﬁc Jjoin as many Natives to our alliance as is possible, and to make all
~ Ch -Captains eat fetish that they will remain faithful to both of us,
> who refuse to do so should be driven out from those placcs
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the enemies of both of us.

Gonsiderations of D.~G. Schoonheyd addressed to the Hon. Sir Dalby Thomas,
Covernor-General on behalf of the English Royal African Company ... Lt is
true that the Tantyns have molested our servants, dnd committed other in-
solences to both our Companies, broken their contracts, and even have had
the impertinence to demand more gifts, but H. Hon. will have to admit, that
this is mainly so as a result of the continuous trade of the English 10%
ships at Anemaboe, which is very profitable to them, and which gave then
occasion to prefer their own interest above the duties they owe to our
Companies. And this must also have been the principal cause for their
kidnapping in the forest many innocent people, like highway-men, whom they
sold afterwards; They did this already before the Saboese and Fetuse had
been defeated by them, but the practice has increased since, together with
their présumption. In broad daylight they have taken away from under our
fort at lMoure some people in order to abduct them to Cabo Corso or Annomabu
and to sell them there, notwithstanding they had received sufficient saiis-
faction about the Saboe people whc had fled. We coul@ perhaps try to
compell our Cabocecers to eat fetish that they remain faithful to us and that
they put a stop to these robberies, considering all those who do not want to
join our alliance against the Fantyns as their enemies, but that would invol-
ve us iB warfare along the whole coast, because there is hardly any state
here which is not allied to the Fantynse; they would rather have both of our
Companies as their enemies than Fantyn alone. It is also easy to say that
war should be declared on the Fantynse on account of some minor dispute,

but we do not see which stéte or who else would make such a declaration,

e
if we did it ourselves, we would expose the reputation of our Companies, in
particular if we could not from the outset be surec of our victory, and thc

outcome could be an evil much worse than the present one.

WIC 2; Minutes of the Ass. of Ten.

17th September 1710. It has been taken into deliberation and agreed that
since the slaves being bought for the slaveships at the various factories
on the Gold Coast are very costly to the Company because b®cthe many ex-
penses for maintenance, their long voyage and the great mortality among
them, and that they are therefore more expensive than those bought in Ardra
and Angola, to write therefore to the D.-G. & Members of the Council, that
after feceiving this letter they should desist from further purchases of
slaves on the Gold Coast, and to barter the cargoes which arrive rajger for
gold and other current tradegoods. If for some very important reason the
slave trade on the Gold Coast were to be continueg yet, and could not be

totally abolished, they should explain to us on the first occasion which pre- /
sents itself the reason for it.

As we presume that on receiving this letter
BRI ba'suﬂe slaves present on the Gold Coast, it will be recommended

‘ations concerning the slave trade on the
,";themq and that therefore they are
slaves on ﬁﬁé G.C., but as few as possib]
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ﬁiﬂ 41 Secret ilinutes of the Presidial Chamber.

é.Bors Van Waveren, on behalf of the Ass. of Ten, to Adr. Schoonheyd, D.-G.
at Elmina, Amsterdam, 29th December 1710.

We received Y.H's letter of last year, but learned with surprise that Y.H,
considers the discovery and search for gold there on the Coast for the Conp.
impossible and rejects it completely, where we, on the contrary, had expected
that Y.H. would have indicated to us some expedient means to acquire gold,
the more as Y.H's predecessor, P.Nuyts, had very positive ideas on this
matter. We are therefore also definitely of the opinion that it should be
possible for the Company to acqguire some gold on the Coast, if it were pro-
vided with the necessary means thereto. As we think that this is one of
the most considerable and essential points for the prosperity of the Noble
Comp., we hereby request Y.H. to let V.H's thoughts dwell once more on this
issue, and we therefore send to Y.H. a copy of a letter of the late General
Nuyts on this subject. (dd. 24/L/1706).

Copy of: Messrs. Hoevemaar, Haringh and Engelgraaff Robberts, Elmina, to
the Gentlemen Commissioned to Secret Affairs, dd. 21lst June 1711.

«s+ We hereby inform Y.H. that we are entirely ignorant of what thoughts may
have moved the late General (i.e. Schoonheyd) to consider the search for gold
impracticable, unless he meant to say that the suggestions of the late Gen.
Nuyts had remained without effect and that the Very Honourable Gentlemen of
the WIC had not even thought f£it to send hiather a sufficient number of nen
needed for the conservation of the fortresses, let alone to start such an
enterprise. Y.Hs. should not forget to take into consideration what the
late General Nuyts thought to be reguired for such a project, and before
even thinking of starting anything with a chance for success such should be
sent hither. However, Gentlemen, we have the impression that Mr. General
Nuyts must have been gravely mistaken, or that there must have been a kind
of revolution, because what H.E. wrote about the good intentions of the
Negroes living on the banks of the Ankober we do not find at all, on the
contrary, we have the impression that they will with all their force resist
all our attempts, so that the required men would not only be needed, but
even be of the greatest necessity and be increased in number, because really,
Gentlémen, Y.Es. should not indulge in the idea that Their power extends

anywhere farther than the fire of Their’guns can reach.

Concerning Y.Es® request that we take into serious consideration the demol-

ition of some, or even all the forts, with the exception of the Main Castle,
without abandoning any territory, Y.Hs. proposing to indicate or mark those
places where the Company once owned (a building) by means of a bag pole or
stone, we humbly pray Y.Hs. to accept our advice; of old, even from the very
“days of the discovery and conquest of this Coast, it has been the true int-
erest of the conqueror to acquire land, to build strongholds on it and to
then as many men as necessary for both the bridling of the inhabit-

:nced that the vastness of the land makes it impossible
¢ their control by means of the sword, they have
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come to the conclusion that in order to draw advantage from the conquered
posts, it would be necessary to make contracts of peace (sic) with the
Natives. The latter, seeing in particular in the days of the foundation
of the Dutch WIC the simplicity and straightforwardness with which it
proceeded, have not hesitated to seek more and moré its protection and to
take refuge under the walls of the Company's forts, and later it happened
more and more frequently, with the increasing number of wars among the
llegroes, that many people driven from areas decp in the interior, have also
sought refuge under the walls of the forts of that Company; and so they have
begun to form together a fairly big household (sic) by which ... the paths
arc being kept open. If now such a fortress were to be demolished, those
dependents would also go away and take their protection from others, and
go to the English, the Danes or the Brandenburgers. Ve can hardly believe
that Y.Hs. are really of the opinian that the Noble Comp.'s property could
be conserved by a simple marking sign, the more as Y.Hs. must be sufficient-
ly aware of the fact that the people here are strangers to laws. These
people know so well what is in their advantage and they have among themsel-
ves such strong laws of sovereignty, that they would see nothing wrong in

violating such imaginary international regulations (laws) ...

WIC 3; IMinutes Ass. of Ten.

20th November 1711. ... For some time now, frequent complaints have been
received from the Coast concerning the poor quality of the rifles, and

time and again large quantities of them are returned damaged. It has there-
fore been agreed to request all the Chambers to pay more attention that the
stock and butt-ends of the rifles consist of one piece, and to arrange clear-
ly with the suppliers that they sell only rifles of that quality. Further-
more, that each seller shall have to mark the rifles he sells to the merch-

ants of the Chambers with his own mark, and that before purchase these rifles

be properly inspected ...

VIC 124; Minutes Elmina Council.

2lst Harch 1711. Readiug .of letters from the Ancober and Axim ... that the
Caboceers of the Brandenburg forts, named Dikke Jan (Fat John), losson and
Basko had made known to Appery, that a large number of Wass: so%gggrs had
alrcady arrived in the Bandenburg crom in order to help Dikke Jan, and
Commies Butler exprcssed therefore his fears, that the Brandenburgers unay
in this way get the upper hand, ‘and that in this way they could entirely
ruin our trade in that area. 1In addition he wrote that the Ancoberse (who
have declared to be ready to help him to their best ability) have et hin
khow that if he, Butler, leaves them to their fate and takes the Comp.'s
goods elsewhere, that he may be certain, that they will arrange matters in
such a way, that our Nation will never again have the opportunity of having
ang'kraﬂei let alone a lodge there. In another letter, from Hermans, a

_ﬂézniﬂg was made concerning an imminent war ... It has thercfore becn
' iﬁfﬁgpercommies Butler 50 armed Negroes, and to let the

. be brought from the Ancober to Axim in safety,

s and his servants stay in the lodge, and

at he will defend it to the end...

SRR e o s
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WIC 124; 18th April 1711. The Council approved of the proposition to
make the factories at Axim and Ancober interdependent of each other.
Various recsons were given, principally that each of the factories having
' a Merchant of its own and being visited by the same traders as they are
situated very close to each other, both Merchants tend to compete with each
other and (even) to draw the traders away from each other. In that way they
do not only ruin each other, but they make the traders also impertinent,
disturbing greatly the pegular trade in that way. It has therefore been
agreed to appoint Commies Willém' Butler as Chief (headman) of the two
factories, and to put Solomon ter Smitte as Ondercomnies under his authority
on the Ancober Hill.

16th August 1712 (sic: should be 1711). Reading of a letter from Comnies
Boerhave, Boutry, in which he writes that Jan Connie, the headman of the
Brandenburg Natives is chasing away more and more our subject peoples, robb-
ing some of them, killing othersj; even, that having treated the Natives
under the Znglish fort at Dixcove, he has burnt the ''voorcrom’ (Buburb) of
that town. That furthermore he has dared, together with Obim, to declare
war upon us, threatening to commit similar &cts of violence under our fort.
The President then demonstrated how mentioned Conny after the peace which
had been made ending the war between the Axim and Brandenburg Natives, has
violated that peace, and at once has attacked again the very ones with whon
he had just made peace, and on that occasion chased the friends of the Apper-
rys, subjects of the Noble Company, corpletely out of the Anta country.
Similarly he has compelled the English Natives again to withdraw from the
protection of the guns (of Dixcove fort) and to stay now under the protect-
ion of our fort at Boutry. For that reason he is now threatening with sonme
of his rebellious subjects to cause the ruin of our crom, which nay lead
to the death of the trade there. The reputation and the honour of the Comp.
could not suffer that T.Hs' own subjects were not to be protected by their
arns. T.lls. therefore agreed that in order to put a stop to this evil a
person should be sent thither who due to his experience with those Natives
will be able to bring about a settlement in these matters, either by friendly
or by forceful nmeans. {Of he can't obtain with blandness what is needed, he
nay reinforce himself with as many men and arms as will be necessary to
attain our aim. If Conny is still staying at Dixcove, and if the English
~are still trying to avoid any cause for dipute, it has boun agreed to infornm
still this cvening T.Hs the English in a letter, requesting them to act
de comiuni concerto with us in this matter ... H.Haringh has becn requested

to supply all the necded Minase with arms and to render him thither, and, if

nore rien are required, to arm all the pcople under our neighbouring forts
in that areca.

25th October 1711. President proposed to station Commies Jan de Paauw as

chant for the Slave Trade at Fida, as he has earlier taken care

ve will take his position at Bercou, and Heernans
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WIC 41; Secret Minutes Ass. of Ten.
Zrd December 1712. A letter from Messrs Haringh, Hoevenaar and Engelgraaff
who are in charge of the management of the Coast of Guinea, dd. Elmina, 2lst
June 1711 was read out, concerning their considerations on how to raisc a
fund to cover the great expenses of the Company. They pray Y.Hs. to take
into consideration the Portuguese who have the habit to go thither from
Brazil in order to buy slaves all along the Coast, in exchange for gold,
tobacco, sugar,kerduyvel (=?) and other produce, which trade seens to be
nore profitable here than at Fida or elsewhere. \henever a cruiser of the
Company scarches such Portuguese ships, T.Hs do not draw any advantage frou
it , as they take mostly the precaution of being free of contraband goods.
Yet, Y.Hs. can clearly see that the Portuguese have in fact free trade there,
the more as they are able to escape the Comp.‘'s ships just by sailing undcr
the protection of the guns of any fort of Foreign Nations. Considering that
the Comp could draw great advantage if these Portugues could be necessitated
to anchor, when coming straight from Brazil, at the Main Castle, by putting
all their goods, like indigo, Brazilian tobacco, hides, gold &c. in a there-
to specially designated store-house, exchanging then all those goods agains
netropolitan value for slaves, and evetually making them sail straight to
Brazil with those slaves without calling on any other ports, they (i.e. the
writers of the letter) have made this proposal, as it has been felt, that
one could easily bring the Brazilians to this (procedure).
Y.ls. would in this way acquire a considerable influx of people decp from
the interior, which will certainly bring advantage to all factories, and
this would bring a boon not only in slaves, but also in gold and ivory.
The various comnanders of the factories would have to keep the slaves to
their own charge till the aforesaid ships arrive at Elmina, where they
should at once be exchanged for the goods they bring, to the latest known
value in the fatherland, and with the same profit-margin as with which other
goods are sold. In this way the Comp. would get double profit, viz. first
with the purchase of the Negroes, and then again in the barter with the
Portuguese. As the returning ships would in that way mostly be empty, this
would also develop new perspectives for the Coastal trade. Interlopers too,
would become soon more and more disappointed in their expectations, because
the locel people, seeing how easily they’could sell at the Comp. ‘s forts
would not retain their merchandise for the interlopers. The latter, who
have to restrict themselves to the gold trade, would not know where to go.
«ss If ¥. Hs. were to perceive the advantages of the above, it would be

required to negotiate secretly such contracts with the Brazilians, avoiding

publicity as much as possible, so that the Portuguese Crown, which is very

Jealous of the Brazilians, does not get any information about this, and also

in order that they will not be prevented from this by the English, who now-
' s subsist nearly entirely on the Portuguese. It has therefore becn

LR

ntain the necessary secrecy on this issue and to propose it
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WIC 41; 20th September 1712. It has been understood and consented to,
to write to the present D.-G. Haringh a secret letter that the Gentlemen
of this Assembly have a favourable opinion on the concept and the consid-
erations concerning the admission of Portuguese ships arriving straight

from Brazil and to barter their cargoes for slaves, and that they are

willing to approve of an experiment with that trade ... but on condition
that no contraband goods are found in those ships. And since the Directors
| received here the information that the Company could in this barter make
about 300 guilders in goods and merchandise from the Brazilians for each
slave, those goods should be valued as low as possible, if it wishes to
make a proper profit on he Coast. Such Brazilian ships should also be
provided with a certificate or passport concerning the slaves bought in
this way at Elmina, so that later, in case of a search no dispute may

arise about their origin.

WIC 124; 13th February 1712. Reading of a letter from Commies De Paauw,
dd. Fida, 28th January 1712, including a protest by him and a counter-
protest by the Direchor of the French Mation there, Mons. Jean Chamois,
about the little ship Agra, destined to the Bight-trade, which, having
anchored on the Fida-roads on 15th January, was chased by a French pirate
from lMartinique and exploded miserably in the fight which ensued. This
constitutes a notorious infraction of the Contract of Neutrality concern-
ing the sefutity of the Fida-roads, signed by three Nations. Considering
that in these days of war the Noble Comp. cannot retaliate with violence
because of the serious consequences now that the French send so many ships
to Fida, the Commies could do nothing but ask Mons. Chamois for a proper
recompensation for the losses incurred. There is no doubt that the ‘‘Acra”
was attacked by the French pirate, and that it could not escape because of
the lack of wind ... It has therefore been resolved to write the following
protest to ... the Director of the Royal Company of France contractee of

the Assientos in Guinea ... (follows the above story) ... Two people from
Popo witness that they could see the flags, although they could not recogn-
ise them because of the lack of wind, which is a proof of the fact that the
fight did indeed take place on the Fida Roads, which extends as far as the
flags of ships can be seen. ... Undersigned do not doubt that lons. Chame®s,
in consideration of the good harmony which has been cultivated by our Nations
b at Fida up to now, will be of the same opinion, and chose peaceful means

above violent ones. We therefore claim from this mentioned Gentleman re-

compensation and restitution of all the damages suffered; but if this is

refused, we shall give proof, in the name of and on behalf of Their High-
mightinesses of the States-General and Their Chartered WIC, of all the cal-

amities, damages &c. which will result of our dissatisfaction and retaliate
with the war-ships which are here already at hand.

D.-G. related that in compliance with the Resolution
s of 16th August 1711 he had gone to the Upper Coast
against Jan Conny, and having stayed at Boutry
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and at Axim for nearly 6 months we have done, together with the Hon. James
Phipps, lgent at Cabo Cors, all we could to settle the matter, D.=Gs then
1aid before the Council the following detailed report on the war in Anta:
(summary:)/J.Conny's 'boys’ Bossum & Cra fled to his enemy Apperry in Axim.
Conny raided A., carrying off 60 or 70 people, and somght an alliance with
lassa. Caboceer Jetuan of Vassa reported to have been offered 200 bendas
for his help, and shortly afterwards VWassa Caboceer Bo Coffy arrived with
large number of men at Pokesu, causing consternation at Axim. Young men

of Axim and Ankobra urged,by mouth of Axim-caboceer Pinga, théit Apperry
sive up Bossum & Cra. In March they were surrendered, but Conny continucd
to threaten with a Wassa invasion of Axim, Ancober and Abokro, till Azim
paid 9 bendos and Ancobra 10 (June), when Conny dismissed the lassa, But
Conny withheld Bo Coffy, for an alleged debt, and Jantua closed therefore
the paths to the Brandenburg factories. Blenke (Sekondi) reported in Sept.
that Jassa caboceer Ajepa had asked him to urge D.-G. not to make peace
with Conny, because the Zaay' had given permission to him to attack Conny
on condition that he (Jetuan) assist Amanqua, then marching on Aowin./
follows: ''List of Lxpenses on the Anta war, from 17th August till 10th I'eb-
rary 17127 : rifles: 70 to the quarter of Accomany, 60 to the Dinkirase,

30 to the Akimse, 35 to Pieter Pasop and his people, 4 to 4 white boys, and
50 to Jan Amsterdam and his people.

Turthermore: 93 rifles for the people of Endiba, Abien and Anbretta, 6 for
innim and the /Ancobrase, 14 for Pieter Pasop, and gold and present for the
above mentioned peoples, as well as for Abbetekje and the Abramboese.
Finally, 10 rifles to Acon, 20 to Abbecan, 10 to the Abramboese and Commanise,
and (?) to Boutry. Commies Butler sent to Igwira and Wassa: 2 oz 6 angels of
gold, and again 6 oz. to Caboceer Intwam of Wassa (&c.,&c.) ... making a
total of 60 marks, 2 oz. and 7 angels.

27th February 1712. On the demand of some Fantyn deputies and re-iterated
letters from ondercommies Boerze at Cormantyn claiming that ten shipsgifts
are still due to them by the Company, according to the contract...It has
been resolved, considering the quarrelsome character of mentioned Negroes
who in case of alienation could cause the Noble Comp. a great deal of harm,
to write back to ondercommies B. that we authorise him to negotiate with the

I'antynse, and to see if he can't reduce this claim on the Comp. to 3 or at
- most 4 shipsgifts.

16th March 1712. D.-G. made it known that he has received orders from thc

Noble Comp. that unless strictly necessary no slaves should anymore be pur-
chased here on the Gold Coast.

! Yet, information has heen received, that
there are at the moment 8 or 9 English war-ships , 10% ships and Company ships
" the Coast, and that several of them are on the verge of sailing down to

Comp. ship '"Clara®, destined to trade at that same place, has still
B & rt while to disembark some of its cargo, to take water
at Fida would be greatly disturbed by mentioned Zng-
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(WIC 124 cont.)
of the Highly Estéemed Directors if it purchased yet some slaves at the
factories on the Lower part of the Gold Coast, but only if it could do so
without any interruption of its journey; to this end a circular letter
would have to be written to the various leeward ("'lower'’) factories, order-
ing the respective commanders to purchase in thc meantime as many slaves
as possible, embarking them on board of the Clara?’ when she passes those
stations on her way to Ardra, and to stop that trade again immediately aft-
erwards. D.-G. informed the liembers furthermore, that aforesaid Esteemed
Gentlemen had sent an order that the Merchant at Fida make. a precise ac-
count of the slaves he has purchased. In obedience to those esteemed orders
Chief llerchant Engelgraaff will be requested to make a draft of such an

account ... and to send it to Commies De Paauw.

| 1st May 1712;/From 2 letters dd. 18/4/'12 it appears that the Comp. ship
hya Maria’ was captured by Martinique pirates, off Cape Mesurado. It was
brought to Whydah, where its crew & passengers, together 70 men, destined
to the G.C., were put on shore. Council deliberated and resolved to try to
buy the cargo of the "Eva Maria’, which was not appropriate for the trade
at Whydah, for a recasonable price back from the French, and, if possible
the ship itself too, as it was reported to be still in a good condition. '
50 marks of gold were issued to Capt. Wenman,who was leaving shortly for

Uhydah, to be given to De Pasuw for this purpose./

5th December 1712. Reading of letter from Commies Butler, Axim, concerning
the attempt of the English to terminate the still pending differends with
Jan Conny and his helpers. D.-G. proposed, and Council agreed, that it
would be good to try to involve in what Conny would consent to Obim and
Nanta, being subjects of the Comp. Onee these two are silenced, they might
soon bring Conany to his senses, &fen if it were only to compell him to offcr
some small presents, by which the Negroes would beceme aware that whoever
offends T.Hs. (the Directors) will have to do penance, whether early or
late ... (followed by copy of:) Agreement between James Phipps, Agent of
the Royal African Company, H.Haringh, D.-G. &c. and Nic. Dubois, prov. D.-G.
on behalf of His Royal Maj. of Prussia and His African and American Comp. on
the Coast of Guinea ... sigd. in the Prussian Chief-fortress, 20th Dec.l7iZ2.
; 1: That there should be a lasting peace among the Nations and their subject

Natives. 2: that the "inhabitants’ (sic: read people living around) of

Great I'redericksburg, belonging to H.M.of Prussia will pay to Messrs Phipps
& Haringh the sum of 80 bendas by means of which they buy off the warg LO

bendas to each Nation, to be paid in Guinea gold and Dutch Troy weight, to

\
1

be paid in 4 instalments within 3 years. 3. Concerning the dispute betwcen
Conny and Apree about the Negress Ajebba, it has been decided, that the

7 oceers of Axim and Great Fredericksbugg will be ordered by Messrs Haringh
- >0 to do justice in accordance with the customs of the land, and

to obey the judgement, and if they were yet to refuse,

do so on the authority of the Generals.
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L: that to this general settlement belongs also the payment of the fines
imposed on the two makelaers Nanta of Dixcove and Obim of Boutry, on 3rd
October last as a result of the agreement made between Director Dubois on
the one side and Messrs Phipps and Butler on the other, viz. Nanta to ment-
ioned Phipps 50 bendas, and Obim to D.-G. Haringh 50 bendas ... 5: that
since some Company slaves have disappeared from the fortress at Dixcove,
General Dubois promises to do his best to recover them from the Negroes un-
der his authority and to return them to Mr. Phipps. 6: Mr. Haringh will
order Apperry and his friends to stop any further molestation of inhabit-
ants of H.M. of Prussia's Dominions. 7: that if Jan Conny and his friends
do not obey to the above, the Prussian General agrees hereby to compell him

to it by armed or other means, in conjunction with the Directors of the

English and the Dutch Companies.

19th December 1712. In consideration of the multiple tumults among the
Natives and the danger of possible attacks against the Comp.'s fortresses,
D.-G. gave into consideration, whether it would not be better to keep the
ship "Acredam, which is ready to continue its journey to Ardra, for some
time here on the Coast. Resolved to keep mentioned ship another 15 days
here on the Roads, it being Coreet (?), the good days of the Negroes, during

which they usually undertake mattere of importance.

25rd December 1712. Reading of a letter from oppercommies dfOutreleau and
ondercommnies Heermans, reporting that Agquando and Bobbie claim one benda

cf gold per month as ‘costgeld" for the lodge at Ponnie. It has been rcsol-
ved to write to RtOutedleau that he must tell the Aquamboe King and Caboceer
Bobbie, that the profits on the trade at Ponnie are not considerable enough
to bear such expenses, and that we much rather would abandon that place

than pay such big sums for costgeld. d'Outreleau should (indeecd) order that
the Company's effects and whitemen are removed from there in the safest
manner, and this having been done, he should refuse to pay to Aquando the

Lccra costgeld and not pay any of it till he receives further orders.

WIC 101; Letters & Papers from the Guinea Coast.
D.-G. Engelgraaff Robberts, Elmina, to Ass. of Ten, 15th August 1712.

Never in our memory and as far as o0ld manuscripts concerning events here
show has the condition on this Coast been such as it is now, when one cannot
find a single little village of which it could be said that it has stayed
outside the war ... the entire Gold Coast is split in two, each part stick-
ing to its party, which is most ruinous for the Trade. We hope that soon it
will come to a major clash in which one of the parties will be defeated.
Assiantyn, the principal and most powerful state ruled by one Chief, has
dravn to its interest Ouwien, Wassa, Agouaffe, Abrambo, Akanni, Fetu, Saboc,
Eaﬁix& and Acron in order to drive the Caboceer Commomoree of 'tJuffer out

. will be assured. This Commomorec has
b
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was indeed driven out of his country and has retired to Cabesterra. The
Cabestarrase, old enemies of the Fantyns and the Akannists, are allied to
Akim, and are now making a firm stand to receive the other party. Added
to this, the Dinkirase, who about a year ago withdrew their obedience
from Assmantyn, have fled with all that is dear to them to Akim, adding
much to the weight of this party to which later joined the Agonnase and
other states which are tributary to Akim. We can hardly make up our mind
in favour of the one or the other, because if Assiantyn were to be defeated,
the most powerful and the best merchants of the Upper Coast would be ruined,
and all the small brigands will again come out of their holes, but if the
Akimse get into trouble, the principal goldmine wilétg£§e to a standstill,
and the Aquamboese will lose the little respect they/have for that state
and compell the entire Lower Coast, in particular Accra, to trade with
cowries in stead of with gold, keeping the gold in their country, in the
manner as we have experienced with serious consequences 4% years ago at
Accra; the best thing would be if these great hodies took in their sway
many of those small ones in their fast movement and would reach a proper
agreement, but this is hardly imaginable. What is rather going to happen,
is that those who are most powerful let go by the best time because of

their superstitious beliefs...

WIC 124; U4th January 1713. Demonstratirng that 50 marks of gold were still
deposited on thc Comp.‘'s account at Fida for the purchase of the "Eva laria!
or its cargo, which had however failed, D.-G. asked the Members whether it
would not be better to send the mentioned 50 marks on board of the "icredanm’
to T.H. the Directors, in view of the fact that keeping-that amount fruit-
lessly at Fida means only exposing it to undue dangers. He furthermore
asked the Members' opinion on what should be done with the fortress at
Taccorary, which has now been empty for a considerable time as a result orf
the tumults of the Natives. Considering that both forts, &t Taccorary 'and
Sacconde badly need repairs, the same kind of traders pass there, and that
all reasons for disputes with the English should be removed, it was resolved

to put the fort at Taccorary in a state of sufficient defence and to occupy
the Sacconde fort by 2 or 3 men.

15th January 1713; D.-G. demonstrated that the time for keeping the ‘'/icre-
dam'’ at Elmina had expired, but that Commies De Paauw had written a lets. .

ter dd. 10th Dec. 1712, in which he expressed his fright at the prospect

.of the arrival of a Comp.’s ship: although there were only 2 Portuguesc

ships on the Fida Roads, the platthiljos supplied by the Noble Comp. are

; e in compariscn with those of other Nations. He therefore recquested

L out of the cargo (of the"”Acredam"), as well as the basins,

s, and to put in their stead another quantity of iron
Resolved to kecp the fificredami’, in view

- Fida, for another 14 days here.

the same day, it was however decid-

» trade along the G.C., and to

ull armasoent on the C.C.)
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p7th July 1713. This afternoon a letter arrived from Chief Merchant Engel-
graatf, Chama, written to-day, announcing the arrival there of the Caboceer
Caffo, Chief of the 'tJufferse, who demonstrated to mentioned gentleman all
sopts of expressions of friendship and inclination for the Dutch Nation, say-
ing that he was ready to make war on the Accanists, and that he had made agrec-
ments for that purpose with the Alimse, Dinkirase, Assiantyn, Arransz, Tacqua
%c., who are also according to him ready, and to whom he had already paid a
large part of the allocated money; but he added that he was still lacking some
money for the full payment of those states, and that he therefore requested
the Hon. D.-G. to assist him with yet some more money, viz. up to 100 bendas,
including the old debt. He proceeded to make somegreat and good promises (sic)
to recognise it (the debt?) once the matter wis settled and quietness has been
restored in their country. Upon this the Hon. Members have deliberated, that
if the Comp did not help 'tJuffer, the English would do it and draw that state,
which has at present all the power in its hands to close the passages to all
our forttesses and consequently impede the entire Trade, to their side. Ilore=-
over, if mentiomed Chief, allied to so many powerful states were to triumph,
he would be able to disturb our Trade considerably, and he is therefore morec
useful as a friend than as an enemy. On the other hand, one may object that
we may have to expect some trouble from the side of the Fantyns, who are faith-
ful and powerful allies of the /iccanists, especially against our fortress at
Cormantyn, if they get to know that we have given financial aid to the enemy
of their ally. D,-G. therefore ordered that & letter be written to Mr. Ingel-
graaff telling him that he should reply the Caboceer Caffo that we are fully
aware of the fact that he has involved himself in a justifiable war, but thot
it is impossible for us to involve ourselves in it, as such involvement would
not provide as many advantages Tto the Comp.) as it would to private people,
of which one can see several examples, like lately with Jan Cabes and the
'tJufferse: he has many times stolen from them and sold several of them, in
spite of the contract and agreement signed between them, and now they (i.e.
Twifo) have again bought gunpowder from him. Ve can't therefore resolve to
spend this money, the more as we are by no means certain about the outcome
of this war ... It is true that Caffo is the Chief and that he has most power
among the 'tJufferse in relatidn to the government, but in matters of trade
the position is quite different, because he has no means to compell the private
ﬁ?ﬁdﬁrs to do their trade where he thinks they should, and they trade simply
“ﬂbaré they think they make most profit, as long as the passages are open. He,
Herchant should also tell him, Caffo, that if he does not win the war,
"hB muah bothered by the Fantyns on account of our support to their
because of lack of men, victuals and water we would be in
defence against them. Yet, that we have also taken into

quences of our refusal to supply Caffo with our assist-
e were to be victorious, as we may then expect impedi-
refore do not think it wise to disappoint him
the money that it is going to lend will demand
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| a5 many securities as possible; that we know that if he had golden impias

he would give them as a pawn or even as full payment for his needs, but we
cannot let the Comp.'s money go out of our hands without proper surities, and
ne shall therefore have to produce sufficient impias, either golden omes or
Conte de Terra, to the greatest value he can find, even if it were up to 100
pendas, but we cannot take Negroes as pawns or impias; firstly because we
don't consider them sufficient, and secondly because that would cause tooc
many rumours, and the Fantyns might hear of it, whilst we want to do this
business in secrecy. The reason that we make mention of the Fantynse in this
letter, is because H.H. makes mention of the lccanists. And if Caffo does not
want to make war on them, that would have no other reason than that the Fan-
tyns are so closely allied to the Accanists, that the one cannot be harmed
without the other, and the Accanists would also immediately resort to the
Fantyns in case of anwmfavourable attack. However, if Caffo is not inclined

to agree with H.H's plans, other measures might be discussed.

29th July 1713. Lnother letter was received frow Chief Merchant Engelgraaff
in Chama, dd. 28th instant, in which he wrote that the "tJuffer Chief Caffo

urgently requested to receive the supplement of the required 100 bendas,

against an impia of a chain of Conte de Terra, another similar chain to which
are attached some golden fetishes, as well as some human pawns, viz. somc of

his best friends and some wives, whom he proposed to leave at Chama as surities.
It has becn agreed, in view of the importance of maintaining the credit-worthi-
ness of the loble Comp. as well as the balance (of power) among the Natives :
to grant mentioned Caffo's recuest, and to credit him with the sum of 13 marks,
20 oz O ingels worth of merchandise, being the supplement of the required 100
bondas, all on impia od the mentioned two chains, both weighing 1Mk,6@,8¢ and
his friends and wives ... The latter will be handed over to Commies Van Zelst,
and they will not be allowed to claim any expenses for their maintenance or

otherwise ...

7th llovember 171%3. /A letter from Commies De Paauw, dd. Fida, 9th October 13,
Was read out, concerning the pooritrade at that place ... as a result of the
frequent arrivals'of foreign ships and the excessively high prices of the
slaves. Although he had already received permission to buy the slaves at a
price excecding the ordinary ‘‘market-letter’ (price-list?), he had hardly bcen
~able to purchase any slaves. He therefore requests his discharge, stating

that he had spent a considerable number of years in the service of the Noble

the Comp. ®& prepared to pay for the slaves the
halt, against which the utter caubion should
of the Comp.'s commerce on this Coast,
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é.nd if we were to retrench in that trade, this could not but lead to the
decay of the entire body. It was therefore resolved that as several comm-
odities which are indicated on the market-letter as having been bought in
Holland for a lower price, to continue to sell those goods for the old JohlEc
and that those goods which of necessity ouglt to be sold have to be put
against a higher price in the market-lettey, viz. the platthiljos up to

20 Ps. per madle slave, iron bars up to 22 Ps. ditto, nepten upto 90 yards
and rifles up to 12 Ps., the other goods remaining at the same rate, so

thet each slave bought by the Noble Comp. should be worth 43 guilders Dutch
value. Concerning the proposal to transfer the Comp.‘'s factory from Fida

to Ardra it was agreed not yet to effectuate that move, in view of the risks
of robbery, damage and other possible unforeseen damages accompanying removal,
and secondly because the King and State-grandees of Fida, with an eye on
their own interest and advantage would not allow that the factory of our
Nation were to be removed entirely from that place. Since this could not

be done without their knowledge, the Comp.'s servants and goods would be
exposed to the greatest danger. Thirdly, once we are dislodged from Tida,
we would in case of changing circumstances, principally in case of war, find
no liberty to trade, as the Fida King and Grandees would never allow our
return to their land. Fourthly, it is by no means certain that the trade

at a new place would be all that better and more profitable.
bl,a Ls the G.C. urgently needs to be provided with slaves, and it is said
that Kita, about 6 miles below the Rio Volta is a good place to buy some,

it was resolved to send the ""Bosbeek” thither with some merchandise to buy

there as many slaves as possible ...

16th March 1714. D.-G. read out a complaint which has been received from
Cabo Cors, that Commies Boerhave would have infringed upon the treaty signed
between the English and the Dutch Company in 1708 and which was renewed in

k 1713, by doing private trade with an English interloper. The Council exam-
ined the case, and found that Art. 6 of mentioned treaty prohibits both

b Comp.s from offering protection tob2?% interbper, and that in fact they

\
} should be fired upon, when they are/prosecuted by the English or Dutch ...
| ;

Council concluded that Commies Boerhawe was by no means trespassing, because
the English did not dispatch any ships for such an enterprise. Concerning

~ the matter of priévate trade, that is something which is not at all the
business of the Director at Cabo Cors, but rather of this WIC ...

bth April 1714. D.-G. showed a letter from Oppercommies Valckenier, dd.

Fida, 19th HMarch, concerning the poor trade at that place, and more in part-
;Figﬂlar concerning the decision of the King of Great Ardra to close effective-

This resolution of the King of Great .rdra
the trade of the Noble Comp., for which
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Conmies therefore requests to receive as soon as possible orders whether

the Comp’'s factory should be transferred from Fida to Ardra or not. All

| this having been taken in serious consideration, and in the meantime orders

| dd. 9th November 1713 from the Illustrious Ass. of Ten on this issue having
rcached the Council, it was agreed to write to Oppercommies Valckenier that
he should at once send Ondercommies Albertus dfAltuna to the King of Great
Ardra in order to negotiate with him on that King's offer, viz. that the
slave trade of the Noble Comp. will be done exclusively in his country,
either at Offra or at Jaquin, whatever he,Oppercommies, may consider most
advisable, excludlnga331mg£g%r Nations except the Portuguese, and that he,
King, will have to build/on his own expense at the chosen tradéng place
such troncken and lodgings as will be sufficient to contain the Noble Comp. '
goods, slaves and servants and to prevent them from being subject to such
accidents as robbery and arson, ... and that this ship “Guntersteyn? and
all thosec which henceforward will be sent thither will have to be =supplied
with their entire required armasoen of slaves within a maximum time of 8
weeks., It was therefore resolved to send this ship "Guntersteyn” at once
to Great Ardra (sic) and to let mentioned Ondercommies d'Altuna purchase
it required armasoen. And in order not to cause too much surprise to the
King of Fida and his State-Grandees -that King probably being unwilling to
seec us depart entirely from his place- he, Oppercommies will have to treat
these matters with the greatest caution, and induce the servants of the
whites, the King, the Grandees and all those who might have any interest
in it, to believe that the Guntersteyn’’ had becn destined directly to Great
Ardra, and that Ondecrcommies diAltuna had becn specially appointed to pur-
chase slaves for it. He (Valckenier) should assurc the King, that he him-
self will stay at Fida in order to purchase slaves for ships destined to
Fida, and in order to make this the more believable, he, Oppercommies, will

- have to stay there with all the other servants and whatever merchandise
which are still there in the troncken till the time that he receives further

~ instructions. He should also give us proper and detailed informations
- about the developments in Great Ardra, in order that we may send him as soon

as possible the orders for the abandonment of the Fida-factory. DBut he

should certainly not abandon Fida at once, as the King of Fida might confis=-

- cate our goods there and exclude us forever from that place.

Lth December 1714. D.-G. showed a letter from Commany ... that the English

~ Mlerchant had assaulted some Assiantyn traders who were on their way to the
Dutch fort in order to trade, beating them up and taking away from theﬁ/%fethc
elephants' teeth they had with them. Such incidents have already happened
the on at least two occasions, and it is to be feared that this is not

to 1 »ﬁhﬁ last instance. This is in flagrant contradiction with Art.

h July 1708 made by P.Nuyts and D. Thomas, which art.
test agreement of 16th May 1713 between H.Ha-
eone side and lMessrs. Seth Grosvenor,

protest Hoyman to Bailly)
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6n which Bailly rcplied that his sub-factor (ondercomnmiecs) had donec so
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withéut his orders and in his absence ... and that he had written to Cabo
Cors that that tusk should be restituted. He explained in addition that
this action had becn undertaken as . a result of the disobediemce of the

Negro Tando to Bnglish authority and his absconding and finding of protccts
ion in the Dutch fort, which, he sustained, is contrary to the first article
of the mentioned agrecment.

A letter was received from Pastor Ludovieus ABama requesting to be allowed
to enter matrimony with Helena Van den Burg, widow of Mathys Deldyn, and
that similar request was received by mouth from the said widow. D.-=G.
thought he could not decide on this matter alone, and therefore proposcd it
for deliberation to the Council. Orders and Regulations of the Noble Comp.
having been checked, and nothing being found among those orders of the
Illustrous Gentlemen of the Comp. contrary to such proceedings, it was
agreed that there is no reason to believe that the wedding ocduld not take
place in this country. In fact we have found several cxamples in the
marriage-register. Council therefore does not have any objection to this
marriage, but on the special recommandation of the Chamber Amsterdam the
widow of Deldyn should pay special attention to her proper conduct and
life, and in particular that she does not relapse into paganism, and it
should also be understood ... that this marriage taking place under the
jurisdiction of the Noble Comp. she will have to obey the orders of the

Conp., according to which she may be ordered to go to Patria.

7th December 1714. D.-G. informed Council that a letter from Oppercormies
Valckenier, dd. Fida, 24th November had arrived, that on 18th November the
Lnglish Agent there, one Joseph Blennie had come with 60 or 70 armed Negroes
under an English flag to the gate of our Comnp.'s lodge, denanding that he,
Oppercominies, would come out, which he refused, unless he send first awvay
his armed troops. Uporn this the English Agent has tried to overpower him,
Oppercommies, with violence, and ih this he has also succecded, after hav-
ing fired several shot on him, Valckenier, to the extent that he was in-
deed made prisoner by the Agent's men, and dragged in an inhuman, nay ,

| barbarian manner along the Comp.'s 1odge; clearly with the intention of

~ bringing him in this manner in triumph down to the Bnglish lodge. But

- through the intervention of the French Directeur, Colombeau, he was releas-

ed. Whilst all these acts of violence were going on, the King of Fida

intervened with a large number of his own men, who chased in a fight all
these English armed men from our lodge and forced them back to their own,
making Agent Blennie their prisomer. It is not known where he has been
ﬁrbﬂgﬁt by these men, but the King of Fida has occupied his lodge and its
s Qiﬁsaﬂwith his troops. Valckenier believes that the reason for
ﬂ§$ﬁ§hﬁwiour was, that the King of Fida had consented to, and
a , to take from a certain Portuguese ship anchored
51 and to embark them on boardvof the ship
' 'ii‘he desired so, keeping the
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other half for the Dutch WIC. All this has indeed been effectuated accord-
ingly, and in order to please the Portuguese captain, mentioned Jos.Blenie
has taken up armsi as if he wanted to take him under protection, in an
attempt to recover the slaves in this unprecedented manner. The mentioned
Oppercommies requests now a second time to be relieved from that factery
and to send amother merchant in his place. Furthermore, it appears that

the Negroes at Jaquyn have stolen several goods from the Comp.'s lodge-

It was resolved to demonstrate to the Agent in Cabo Cors how the credit of
the Noble Comp. has been so seriously damaged, and to suggest that our Comp.

be properly recompensated.

11th December 1714, Answer was received from the English Agents, Messrs
Gore, Phipps, Blaeu & Logan, in which they explain that their jurisdiction

i extends only over the Gold Coast, and not over Fida ... It was decided to

; write to Valckenier, that he should insist with the King that he receives
proper satisfaction, and that he should also demonstrate to him, Hing, that
as master of his country he should be prepared to maintain the general peace
and guietness in his country, and that we demand from him, that he makes us
get our full recompensation, as we are underhhis protection in his land; he
has this obligation towards us the more, as it was he who requested us to

search the Portuguese ship ...

WIC 4l; Secret iiinutes of Ass. of X. )
L4th March 1714.. Reading of a sefret” létter from D.-G. Haringh concerning
the proposal to trade with Brazilians ... Since the time I received Y.Hs!
letter Capt. Anth Gtz (2?) commanding the little ship YMa. Sa. da Purificaca
& St. Anth® da Barra’ (sic) containing 492 ps. rolls of tobacco and 25 lMks
- gold has arrived. Ve provided him with his cargo of slaves for his tobacco,
| but as he did not want to give more than 4 oz of gold for a male slave, we
i had to let him depart again with his gold; but we are informed that he has
bought his slaves at the Danish fort for that gold, ad 4% oz. per slave ...

Ve gave the Capt. a letter for his ship-owner, explaining in short on what
terms we would like to trade. On 13th February another Brazilian snow arr-
ived, with 1114 rolls of tobacco and 30 lMks of gold, with whose Capt. we

agreed to sell male slaves for 5 oz. of gbld or 7 ralls of tobacco and the

women for 6 rolls of tobacco; but as the trade is rotten here and we hardly

manage to get any slaves, the profits will not be very great: we have to
buy the slaves here for at least 4 oz. worth of Comp. goods for a man and
2% for a woman, and we hardly sell a roll of tobacco for more than 12 Angels;
on the other hand, it is true that in this way goods of the Company are sold
which otherwise would have to wait a long time to find buyers, and that with
the same ordinary profit as with which they would otherwise be sold directly
‘ ﬁﬁ§'ﬂativea in exchange for gold. Ve would however wish, that the Port-

e L t rabher half as much fobacco and twice as much gold, but as

to be different, they won't change. But we understand
11 which we may expect from Brazil are Tobacco and
) or a little sugar, but nothing in
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. large quantities, because there is a death-penalty on the bringing of

any commodity elswhere than to Lisbon, and most comiodities apart frou
gold are too voluminous to be smuggled out. Iloreover, as we have not yet

received the latest price-lists, we have not yet dared to make any other

transactions than in tobacco and gold ... That the profits are not as great

. as we had at first imagined, can also be attributed to the peace which
reigns now among the Great Powers of Europe, which has led to a much in-
creased navigation by all Nations. On the other hand, this means also
that a large part of earlier expenses can now be avoided (''stopped"). To
this may be added, that even if the Comp. does not want to buy for its own
account slaves on this Coast for 4, 5, or even 6% oz, yet it has the advant-
age that its tradegoods are being sold, at the same time thwarting the
Iinglish, whose South Sea Company sends these days ships with cargoes for
the purchase of 500 slaves, but these ships have now to depart with only
300 slaves on board. This causes them indeed much chagrin, and they curse
the Portuguese, thrcatening to take revenge on them; this matter is the
more difficult (to digest) for those Noble Gentlemen, because they find
themselves now victims of the 6th Article of the Agreement nade - with
Y.Hs' consent - with the Royal Company, by which all the advantages which
they had intended to have on us have now reversed (against them), because

accordingly they can't do any harm to Portuguese who have put themsel-

ves under our protection.
If we could bring the Portuguese so far that they pay 7 or 8 oz gold (per
slave?), leaving the tobacco to what the times may bring -on that commod-
ity there is always some profit to be made- we feel certain that we would
be able to close the trade here on the Gold Coast for the English and to
make their contract with the Assientos or the South Sea Company founder

| totally, unless they were to trade on equal footing with us ...

| PS. From what we have experienced up to now, we fear that it will not be

« possible to get any slaves for the Portuguese, because since the last Port-

- uguese ship arrived here on the roads (i.ec. three weeks ago), not more

than 3 male slaves have been purchased along the entire Coast, and we are

afraid that we will have to let the Portuguese go without any slaves ...

7Rademacher Archive No. 592; (printed bill, WIC, 1715)
WARNING

Whereas the Directors of the Dutch General Chartered WIC have becone
aware that interloping has greatly increased during the last war ...
nay, that some want to continue that forbidden trade by force of arms,
the Comp. not having been able during the war to take proper neasures
ﬁgﬁiﬂﬁt then, we make it once more known by means of this proclamation,
hat obod; is allowed to trade within the First Class limits of the

, and all those who desire so will be
Mg »
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WIC 124; L4th February 1715.
After deliberations with the English at Cabo Cors on the affairs and
tunults which had recently taken place between Oppercoumies Pieter Valck-
enier and Agent Joseph Bleny, it was agreed by’ ' the Agents of the
English Comp., that the procedures of Agent Bleny could really not be ex-
cused, and that his treatment §of Valckenier) had becn too harsh, but thoy
added that Oppercommics Valckenier had given cause to it by his infracticn
of the contract made on 11lth July 1708 between us and that Nation, on this
Coast, by his searching of and taking away from a certain Portuguose ship
anchored on the Fida Roads a number of slaves. The Agents furthermore
sustained that the King of Fida could not ignorc that contract to their
disadavantage. H.E. (=B.-G.) dcrnionstrated howecver that this contract is
however only in force at those places where the R.A.C. exercises some juris-
diction, with which they (Agents) had to agree, admitting that they do not
have such rights at Fida. When it was pointed out that if the King of Fida
decided to exercise his right to révoke hils-peérunission to any Nation to
trade in his country or to search other ships, the R.A.C. could not prevent
him from doing so, as the English live, just as we do, in his land only by
his tolerance; a point which brought visibly enmbarrassment to them. Their
accusation that mentioned Valckenier would have given to the King and other
grandecs of Fida over 100 slaves in order to convince the former to chase
mentioned Joseph Bleny from his country is in our opinion improbable and
unbelievable. As we understand that the English fecl ashamed that their
first ser;ant at Fida was chased away by the Negroes, we would like to give
them all satisfaction fhey wight desire conderning the King of Fida, who,
as has been sufficiently clearly shown in various written reports, has
reasons enough to deny him, Jos. Bleny access to his country. But taking
in account the advice of our Esteemed Principals to avoid as much as poss-
ible disputes with the English, we shall order Valckenier not to oppose
whatever they, Agents, may resolve to do in order to restore nentioned Jos.
Bleny to his post. They, Agents, even insisted that Opperconmies V. be
ordercd to co=-opecrate actively towards the redress of Bleny, but we can by
no means approve of that, as that would be asking far too much from sone-
body who has been that seriously offended. We could however send somebody
on our behalf to Fida to take informations, together with one of their
representatives on board of the first ship going there ... with which they

agreed, and with which these negotiations came to an end.

14th May 1715. ... Capt. Bruyn of the "Engelenburgh' complains that the
outer planking of his ship is totally rotten and eaten away by worms, and

that it might sink if an attenmpt were made to clean it, as its leaks are

filled up with dirt and rot «++ and that he considers this ship un-
riate with a load of grain (=pepper) from the Grain Coast.

opinion that if the great sail and fore sail are re-
sa with a load of slaves to Curagao. It was there-
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17th October 1715. It was resolved to write to Oppercommies Butler
that he may offer to the Ancoberse, Abocroese and Igwirase all kinds
of protection they may request in recognition of the fact that they
have always remained faithful to the Company and recognised its super-
iority, and also in order to divert them from amusing themselves (sic)
with any foreign Nation, but under the condition that the Ancoberse
ﬂiﬁﬁ%gﬁf all restitute the monies they received during the last war
but/they have not used, not having marched out or having done anything
else, and also that the heirs of Oussikroe pay his un-paid debts to the
Company, or otherwise give proper pawns for them. Furthermore, he, Opper-
commies should not concern himself with the Ouwinse unless there is a
need for it and tell the mentioned Ancoberse, Abocroese and Igwirase
not to engage in any acts of robbery or cause any other trouble which
may give to the Assiantynse later any justifiable cause for protest or

even to undertake something with violence.

2nd November 1715. Reading of a letter from Visbeeck, dd. Cormantyn,
lst. November, reporting that the Fantynse are inclined to restore the
under-king Abbetekki in his kingdom of Agwaffo. D.-G. gave into delib-
eration, and it was agreed to give permission to King Abbetekki, at pres-
ent residing here under the Castle, to go to Cormangyn in order to learn
there the proposals of the Fantynse; if he gets the impression that they
arc Bincere in their intention to restore him, he may make use of the
opportunity, and if it appears that such would be impossible in first
instance without the spending of some gold, it was agreed to support
mentioned Abbetekki a little. But concerning Visheeck's note that the
Fantynse and Akkanists had requested that the D.-G. himself or somecbody
else of high position go thither in order to negotiate on certain issues,
T.Hs.were of the opinion that such should be declined, and that they,
TFantynse and Akkaniste should rather tell to Visbeeck what they have to
say. Visbeeck should also tell the Fantynse and fkkaniste concerning

the protection they may claim in case the Akimsec or other enemies were

to triumph over them, that it is the habit of the Comp. to maintain

those who are under its prbtection,‘and that the forts of Cormantyn and

Moure in resp. Fantyn and Saboe are there as the nearest ones to which
they may retire.

10th January 1716. D.-G. exhibited the Instruction which has been given
to Commice Revixit Van Naerssen for his journey to the Benin in crder
to negotiate there a contract with the King ... as well as an Instruct-

 ion for the Gentlemen who have stayed there. It was agreed to write to

the Comp.'s chief residing in the Benin that T.Hs. have seen Assistant
trades at Arrobo, after the departure of Commies Van Naerssen,
he given them hope that the ivory trade, and apparently
g ve great advantages to the Noble Comp., and that
omises on that issue made to him by the
ng to be a highly successiul

!
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business, ifl a lodge were to be established there. T.Hs. resolved to
satisfy the request of the Natives and to let one of the gentlemen stay
there to trade ... but if there are no further appearances that the ex-
posure of the Comp.'s goods would have any effect, that then the Comp.'s
chief representative should content himself with his stay at Aggaton ...
Van Naerssen has reported that Art.9 of the contract (made with the King
of Benin?) concerning thec demand’ for crodif_for 1700 cloths at the
arrival of each ship is causing trouble ... although he does not want to
. impede the trade, it is clear that neither the King, nop his subjects
~ are able to bring before the departure..of cach Bhip’ the number of
cloths for which goods have been credited to them; the Comp.'s chief (rep-
resentative) should therefore demonstrate most vigorously to the iing
that he should content himself with as much credit as he could possibly
exchange for cloths before the departure of each ship ... and that the
outstanding debts resulting of the credit in merchandise for the above-
mentioned 1700 cloths will be deducted from the credit to be given at
the arrival of thie next ship, because otherwise such a cancer of debts
will develop for him to the Comp., that soon in stead of peace and friend-
ship enmity and mischief would develop, which would be very damaging to
the King. Ile should also tell the King, by means of a threat, that he
should not imagine -that the Comp. feels compelled to obey his stubborn
character, that it caan very well trade elsewhere, and that if he does
not treat the Comp. with greater softness, he should be aware that the
inhabitants of the lands east of Fida and those of Rio Lagos have offer-~
ed the Conp. to trade and residence for its servants on much more favour-
able conditions; but that because the Comp. has traditionally maintained
a good harmony with his predecessors, it would not like to break this
link ... it has not immediately entered into the proposals of aforesaid
states, confident, that he, King, would soon become more reasonable ...
It was also understood (from Van Naerssen) that the gum-trade is not as
favourable as was initially believed, and it was therefore Becided to
set the following limits in that trade, vie. 1 pound ivory for 7 lbs gum,
~and also 12} 1lbs redwood for each 1b of ivory ...

12th February 1716. Reading of a letter from Butler, dd. Axim, 2nd Fel-
rlary, concerning a request. from the Cabo Appollonia Negroes who ask the
Comp. to budld there a fortress, in order that they may livé7uggggethe
protection of the Dutch Company, to which they offer their entire country,
-and to be liberated from the robberies of all those to whom it pleases to
‘pgxseenbé them, demonstrating that during the last 6 years they have hard-
1 than 2 months lived in quietness. After deliberation it was

Oppercommies B. to decline this request in the softest
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Natives would continue to be able to trade with interlopers/as safely as
they do at present, because the entire beach of that area may serve as
a huge bay to vhich goods from the interior can be secretly brought ...
D.-G. proposed for deliberation whether the Tapoeyer (mulatto) Willem
Bosman, who has been in the service of the Prussian Company but who
is at present here should be allowed, on his written request, to return
to Great Fredericksburg, without first having given satisfaction about
two hand-written bills, made by him on behalf of the former interloper
D.Brakman, but which were confiscated for the WIC by a verdict of the
Council on 16/3/1715 and which are worth 7 # 12 E. It has been resolved
to let him go after his having paid this sum, censuring him sharply and

prohibiting him ever to come again in the districts of this Comp ...

12th May 1716. D.-G. demonstrated that one of his predecessors, V. De

la Palma had ordered, at the expense of the Noble Comp., the manufacture

of a golden crown, according to his own declaration worth Mk 1, 2 4, SREL,
in order to crown the King of Cormantyn with it. But as such manners

have never been in practic%rgggﬁgsg?g Natives, and the gold of which this
crown was made is now lying/in the Council-room, he suggested that it

would be better to break that crown, and to send the gold to the Hon.
Directors. (This was done, but eventually the gold was valued only 8 4,8 B.)
WIC K1 (Secret liinutes Ass. of X & Chamber Amsterdam)

. 19th November 1716. Members of the Secret Commission of the Ass. of X
resolved to write to D.-G. Engelgraaff Robbertsz: ... that Hieronymus
Haringh has arrived in this country safely and in good health, that he
has reported to the Gentlemen of the Ass. 8f X and handed over to the
Gentlemen of the Secret Commission some mineral stohes: 2 of a very dark
blue colour and one light brown; of these it is clear that they were not
hewn from a rock: they were reportedly found by people who were planting
indigo. Other stones were white with blueish veins. He said that Opper-
commies Butler had delivered these stones to him before his departure,

~and that he had knocked them from rock‘situated within the range of the
guns of the fort at Axim, and that consequently it would not be difficult

to probvide any quantity of these stones. These stones were sent to an

i
b
!
}

essayist, and it appears that in the blue stones there is no mineral of

any value; but the seven white stones, of which hereby little samples arc
returned in order to avoid confusion, seem effectively to be of the true
- gold-material (=ore?) from which rich quantities of gold could be extract.-
ed. The Hon. Directors have therefore decided to send on board of the
5§milins ship "#8-Compagnies Velvaaren'’ two gentlemen who are exper-

e working of rocks and stone-quarries, and who will be able
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Oppercommnies B« should, in our opinion, be the only one who should be
allowed to have knowledge of this affair and the other servants of the
Company should be kept in the dark about it, so that none of the Natives
may get the least suspicion. One might pretend, that these stohes are
needed at Elmina for repairs of the Forkress. If Oppercommies B. perceives
that yet the people there (/ixim) make some objections, such merchandise
should be sent with 8aid Oppercommies as may be most pleasing to them.

We think and hope that this business will give great advantages and prof-
its to the Comp., and that in this manner we will be able to support the
| many heavy expenses which every year have to be made for the maintenance

| of the Coast (even if we may have) to reduce the prices of merchandise,
by which the Natives wouldbuy those goods with greater eagerness. But

if the Natives were to try to stop this salutary work, and if they were
not to be convinced with presents and other extraordinary expenses, a
sufficient number of soldiers should be sent thither to plant there sone
palissades to be guarded by some two or four metal cannon; but we do not
think that this will really be necessary, as Mr. Haringh told us, and we
have heard this from other quarters too, that the Axim Negroes are soft

and of a peaceful character...

NBKG 82; (Elmina Journal) (from Furley Coll: vol.II,Native States?)
letters from Axim, to Haringh

17th October 1715 (from Butler) ... The Motjé Comze, an: inland state

| between Cabo Apollonia, Ancober and Ouwien, have taken a good booty ..
The Ouwiens seem to have asked the Assjantyns, Akannists and Dinguirase
residing in their country to help them in their defence against the
Assjantyns ... The Igwirase, Abocroese, Ahcoberse, Villenpreeze (=2
llotjé Comse and Cabo Apclloniase are never without muskets in their
honds ... if the Igwirase and Abocroese were defeated by the /Assjantyns
and they came to us for protection as refugees, we should not refuse
then that protection, or they would go to Jan Conry in the Prussian
fort: as Igwira and Abocroe constitute in fact borderposts af the Axin
District, we better stay on good terms with them ... if these people
were to go away, others would occupy their country ... and the Assjantyns

; night make an attempt on Axim: they show already hardly any respect for
) the Europeans ...

i' 25th Octeber 1715: ... It is said that it is only some people from Wassa

and Assiantie who have banded together for plunder of Ouwien, and that

Amanqua and Jetuan are their leaders. The Zaay seems not to know about it.
iaﬁthvﬁctober 1715:'... It is learnt from dependable sources that the Ou-
ens have bravely rebuffed the Assiantyns ..., that the Wassase have scp-

ATy

i

hemnselves from the issiantyns during their advance ... bhmé add

-hat Amancotjo and Jetwan have come to an agreement
3 of gold, and that they will leave some

all the Assiantyns who are in
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. Quwien 2% Angels as tribute from each of them ... this will constitute a

considerable treasure for the Zaay, because it is said that about a quarter
of the whole of Assiantyn has stayed in Ouwien ... '
7th April 1716: ... for the first time some gold -10 oz. omly- has come

again to Axim from Ouwien, after a long time ...

NBKG 83: (D.-G. Ingelgraaff Robbertsz:)

from Van laerssen (Axim) 27th May 1716: ... The Ouwiens are disinclined
to return to their country, and have settled in a country acquired fop
them by one of the Chiefs, called Dinkje ...

3rd August 1716: The Ouwien traders trade now with no gold except a few
fetishes which they concealed when the Wassase invaded their country. AT
present they want nothing but powder and guns ... we think that they are
preparing for an invasion into Wassa at the first occasion which may
present itself ... They also divide themselves into small parties, sone
going to Assiné, others to Poquesoe ...

31st August 1716: since a week we have had many traders from Ouwien here,

with slaves and ivory, but they mostly demand powder and guns, of which

I have only a small stock ...
NBKG ?413 )
rom B te (Axim), 29th October 1717: ... on the 23rd the Ouwien Caboceer

Crou Adamu arrived here. He said that he had been here earlier, ih the
days of Opperconmies Landman, that he had taken oaths with the Caboceers,
priests and Assjanny that they would trade here. That during Butler's
time too, there had been good trade. He asked me to convoke the priests,
Pinga and Asjanny, to renew the oaths. It was arranged that when the Ou-
wicnse, Bromse and Boonairse traders come to Axim, in large or in small
numbers ... they should not be molested ... This morning they should have
proceeded with the trade, but they wanted only iron rifles. I offered
then brass rifles, but they did not want these; as tbey could get them at
Cabo Apollonia, & for 1 benda ...

20th December 1717: ... All trade is at a standstill because of the war
betwecn the Asjantyns and the Akimse. The Wassase are continuously try-
ing to plunder the Ouwiens on the ways, which are now very unsafe...

9th March 1718: ... Trade is now very bad: we don't even have enough gold
now for the subsistence of the garrison. The cause is that the Ouwiens,

8 to 9,000 of then, have marched up to attack the WVassase and the Assiantyns.
NBKG 85: (to D.-G. Butler)

from HMunnickhoven (Axim): 2lst March 1718: ... It is reported about the
Ouwiens that they have returned from Assiantyn with a considerable booty,
dincluding 20,000 women and children, that they found no resistance, and

~ that they have exhumed the dead Assiantyns. It is said that they have
ruch gold and konte de terre, ... and that they would come shortly

it is repurted from Acbo Appollonia that a large nun-
1ere ron Ouwien any day from now. The Cabo
nd then down heree¢ The few OQuwicns
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l who came so far, came mainly to trade salt.
(from Van Maerssen, iAxim) 19th September 1718: The Ouwiens and the Vassase

. think that the Assjantes will come to fight them ... both these people

are providing themselves with powder and guns ... the Wassease say that

they will leave their country and go to Ouwien ...
. 12th October 1718: The Head-chief of the Wassase, Tia Vanvo, alias Boesje,
. has gone to Ouwien ... probably to consult with the Ouwien Head-chief on

| putting up resistance against the Assjantes. Captured Wassase, returning

y—a—

from Assantyn, assert that the Assjantese are very much at variance amohg

thenselves ... that Anan Coya had died there, and that the country was

-y p—

preparing for war ...

11th November 1718: The Wassa Cabocecr Tieranvo has recturned from Ouwien

-

! and had made a treaty of friendship with them; he paad them 30 bendas as
satisfaction for what he has robbed them of in the company of the Assjan=
P tyhs ... he sent one of his trusted men to me, to assure me that he was
disposed in future to have the goods he required purchased at this fact-
| ory. To makec a beginning he sent 80 slaves, of whom only about one half
e suiteble o.o I fegret that these traders did not bring any gold or
ivory.
(NBKG 86): 1hth January 1719:. ... There is a rumour that the Assjantyns
arc on hhe march, which does damage to the trade: the Ouwiens and the

others stay in their country out of fear ...

WIC 124. Resolutions D.-G. & Council, Elnina

12th Harch 1717. .. As the Benin trade proves to be successful, it was

resolved to continue that trade, if possible and to prevent interlopers

or other Nations from taking part in it, either by neans of the establish-
nent of fortresses on the river or by any other means which may be satis-
factory ... furthermore to prohibit all gentlemen servants of the Comp.

in this country from sending guns and powder to that area in order to

be sold to the Natives, and not to let any gum be bought there or to
accept under the pretence of a gift, so that the gun may remain entirely

.

within the power of the Conmp. ...

8th April 1717. D.-G. (Engelgraaff Robbertsz) demonstrated that the
Directors had considered abandoning a number of forts on the Gold Coast,
but he argued that the power of th: Conp. here does not in the first place
derive from its Luropean servants but rather from a good harnony with the
Natives ... that those of them who have settled under our forts or have
'@een continuously trading with us would not refuse us to help us, as long

we anft refuse to help them: if we were to abandon or demolish forts,
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_able , or at least not very eager, to make another attack on them.
If we were to abandon some forts, it would become difficult to travel
between (the others) with canoces, and proper contact with the outlying
tradeposts might become impossible, because the Negroes would in this
way not only become complete masters of the passages on land, but also
of those on the sea, which up to now has at least beern prevented by
the interspersed forts. We are therefore of the opinion that none of
the forts should be abandoned, and stress that certainly none of them
should be demolished. ... It should also be noted, that at only a few
forts more than 3 soldiers are stationed: at Moure: one lMerchant, one
corporal and four soldiers; at Cormantyn: one lierchant, one Sergeant
and nine soldiers; at Commany: one Oppercommies, one ondercommies, one
corporal, one constable and two soldiers; at Zacconde: one ondercommies,
one corporal and four soldiers; at Boutry: one Commies, one ondercomuies,
andjdbecause of the war between the remainder of the Adjase who have
remained faithful to us and their emnemies, ten scldiers (who otherwise
would be stationed at Elmina). In this Castle there at the moment not
more than sixteen military men. It should also be noted, that from
1st January 1705 to 31lst December 1706 has been traded the sum of £775,596
at the above mentioned ‘five Eorts. The decline of the trade may be ex-
plained chicfly from the growth of the navigation by foreign Nations, as
can for instance be seen from the tradefigures extracted by a certain
Inglish captain from their books and which were exhibited to Chief Moréhant
Butler: from January 1702 to August 1708 they brought to Barbados: 11256
slaves and to Jamaica 18885, together not less than 30141, and in this
| figure are not even included the transactions made for other ships sail-
- ing to such islands as Nevis, Montserrat, St.Christopher, for the South
Sea Comp., the New Netherlands (sic!) and others, which would increasc
the above number considerably, and of which Annemaboe could provide about
one third. The R.A.C. has sent General Johnson and a large number of
new servants and soldiers hither, on board of 6 ships (of which 3 are
still being expected from Sierra Lione ... clearly with the intention
~of restoring that at present decayed Coﬁpany ««. Hereupon the Bookkeeper

% General produced a neat account of the gold, slaves and ivory purchased
E over the period 1705-1716:

loure Cormantyn Boutry Zaconde Commany
_ i 5old slaves gold slaves gold slaves gold slaves gold slaves
1705: Mk. 26 12 'Mke 36 360 Mk. 16 9. Hk.6 2 RS 0
|706: Lo 92 30 30 V2 R 15 10 16 55
7 20 9 55 4z 25 50 14 Lo 18 3L
8: 14 20 17 15 14 11 28 64 g s
20 i Ly 2% 29 18 29 95 2k 29
32 5 29 i 60 31 96 . 57 FilS e 2l
- 2k 76 0 - W6 7 147 5 71 L
8220 48 0 2000 32 0 22 0]
] ] 20 4 28 10 21 (6]
(0] 17 2 50 4 ) 52 6
(o} 5. 0 56 60 gl 1230
52 22 2

11
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... Our fortresses are situated in such a way, that they seem to be mix-
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ed with those of others, nay, at some places, such as Commany, Zacconde

| and Aécra so close to those of others, that a buccaneer can reach the

" one as well as the other. The Natives have also founded special croms

- under each fort, depending on the profit they expect from either us or

. the BEnglish, and each has its Caboceer who maintains contacts with other

} Natives in the interior ... and who brings those to whom he feels most

' inclined to the forts to sell their gold, slaves and tusks ... If we

ﬁ were to abandon such forts, this would be seen as a sign of impotence

! of the Comp., and those under our protection would join the remaining

! Nation, which they would regard as much more powerful ... the rumour

. would also spread to the interior, and our esteem would much decline;
and what opposition would three soldiers and a flag offer when such an
abandoned place werc to be astacked by a band of armed Negroes? The
Inglish would also see this as an opportunity to make themselves masters
of the entire Coast and its trade, because we have seen often enough
that all our contracts and agreements (with the ifricans) hold only as

| long as they sec ddvantage in them; and even if they did not violate

! thosecontracts themselves, the English could easily arrange that at

| sBuch places as Zacconde and Commany through the powerful Negro John

j Cabes, who, as everybody knows, is with the Brandenburg rogue John Conny

[ virtually master of the entire Upper Coast ... it should be added, that
if we abandoned Commany the whole business of collecting and sawing
wood on the river of Chama would fall in disuse as a result of the

. intrigues and the power of the Negroes of that regicn. Apart from

Chama and Boutry there are no other-places for the supply of firewood

for the ships. loreover, if Boutry were abandoned, what bad name the

Comp. would make for itself, leaving the small number of Adjase, still

‘- defending themseclves courageously with their weapons against many ehemies,

as & prey to their cruel foes.

It would be virtually impossible to follow up the Noble Compis orders
concerning lioure and Cormantyn: in between those places is Annemaboe,

that important trading town from which English ships take every year

a nearly unbelievable number of slaves. The Negroes of Cormantyn and
ﬂpnre are simply too careful and also too powerful to let the Dutch ]

- depart like that: those two fortresses are, after St.George,the strong-

} '&st ‘along the whole Coast, and the Negroes consider them also a safe
rsfﬁge in particular the Saboese around lioure from the weapons of the

1Rnglzshusuh§ects, whilst the TFantyn natives at Cormantyn would not allow

ﬁn g0 because of their annual claim of shipsgifts which are being

1665 in connection with the help they gave to Admiral De Ruyter

s out of the unjust usurpation of the English (sic!)
' of the Natives, long experience has taught us
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| (WIc 12k cont.) :
now it seems that the esteem and power of the Noble Comp. among them is
considered greater than that of the R.A.C., because they have always found
that the Coast is being wekl provided with good merchandise, every time
that we have the fortune that the Comp.'s ships and cruisers &rrive ...
whilst the arrival of Inglish ships is much more irregular; their Comp-
any sends no or hardly any ships, and since a long time no new servants

or military men have been sent by it; the English now find themselves
compelled to trade with all sorts of ships in order to make it possible

for their own men to subsist. Although we have not yet made any sign of
abandoning any of our forts, let alone so many, the English are yet watch-
ing us ... Three soldiers without a proper commander would not instill
much fear in the MNatives, and we know very well from our own experience

how well these pecople krnow to handle firearms; they would by no means be
afraid of the empty barrels of the mounted cannons, and these bloodthirsty,
cruel and unbridled creatures, once they know that they are stronger, woilld
not hesitate to denude such fortresses of their tradcgoods and other
gffects. It should also be noted, that dme to their long experience in
trade, the Negroes arc very well aware that they can buy the goods much
more cheaply on board of the ships than in the forts, and knowing very

well where is their own interest and that of some of the Furopeans, they

go far out into the sea with their canoes, disregarding the dangers, in
order to trade on board of passing or anchored ships whenever they see

the least profit. They would see nothing with greater pleasure than that
the Coast were deprived of all its fortresses. It is no use to contradict
that at least 50 times as many English ships cruise along this Coast as

do ships of our Company, and in fact the Dutch Company is the only one
which distracts them a little from the booty; and although they dare not
anchior within the rcach of the guns of our fortresscs, the Natives
belonging under our fortresses do not hesitate to sail to those (Znglish)
ships whilst our servants are looking(ﬁg. But at least they do know, that
if they are caught, they have to give up all they have bought in this
ﬁﬁﬁngr to the Noble Comp. Dut everybody knows, and it has also been
Wm many occasions, such as in the case of the sugar, indigo and
plantations, that the jurisdiction of the Company does not reach
the arca covered by its cannons ...
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aware of the fact that these servants have on many occasions been sent
as deputies to important and distinguished Negroes living in the inter-
jor, in order to inform them about what current tradegoods are available
and at what price, or to send them considerable presents in order to
animate those Natives and to encourage the trade in the Comp.'s fort-
resses. 1f these allowances were to be abolished, one would have to
rely on strange Negroes for this purpose, and in order to make the
Natives bring their gold, ivory and slaves to the Noble Company, one
would on one occasion have to spend as much as otherwise in a whole
month. It was therefore resolved to suggest to T.Hs. to maintain the

existing allowance of 4 Angels of gold.

26th August 1717. D.-G. presents to Council the report of W. Butler
entitled: Concerning my activities at Axim between 19th April and

15th August 1717, and the negotiations between the Aximse, the Ancoberse
and Jan Conny. ... Told immediately after my arrival that the D.-G.
through reports of Oppercommies Blenke and an oral message by a serva nt
of Jan Conny had been informed that they, Caboceers of Axim and Ancober
had made peace and friendship with Jan Conny ... and that H.H. the Gen-
eral was willing to agree, but that he sent somebody to Axim °

in order to receive the still outstanding debt of 30 bendas, and that

it was for that reason that I had come to them ... They asked for 3

days of respite, which I accorded to them, after which they replied
very submissively that they understood that the D.-G. was not pleased,
but that Jan Conny, until recently their g¢nemy, had engaged some
Assjantynse who were at that time some miles inland in order to commit
acts of robbery in Aowien, pretending that they had been sent by the
Zaay of Assjantyn in order to settle the dispute between Jan Conny and
his friends and the Aximse, Ancoberse and Appre ... but with the threat
that if they, Aximse, Ancoberse and Appre were not willing to do this,
. that he had the means to compell them to it, reminding them of the

fact that more” (Ashanti?) trrops were encamped in Eguira. These (Ash-

anti) mediators had not allowed them, Aximse, to report Jan Conny's
yosale to Oppercommies Blenke, but the latter had learnt about them
other sources, and reported them to D.-G. Ve thereforc took
&ﬂ@bély informations on what mg¢ans Conny proposed to settle the

y and learnt that they, Aximse and Ancoberse would have to promise
?agﬁﬁfﬁﬁ Eendas of gold which he, Jan Conny, owed to the Comp.,
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in order to mediate in these matters. But it is well known to the

Natives that the Zaay does not have the least knowledge of it, as the

mentioned Assjantynse are not provided with those distinctives which

according to local custom are in use among them. However, the gold

of Jan Conny and the force with which those Assjantynse came, were

enough to make the Aximse, who at any rate are not known as very
compelling them to

courageous people, even less couragageous,/agree with everything that

| was being proposed to them; the Aximse admit that they have to bend

for Jan Conny, nay, that they have to give their wives and children

| to him, if he desires them to do so. /Aind if we satisfied him by
letting him have those 30 bendas froum these pecople, one can be sure
that in little time he would meke himself S .. completely
their lord and master, and become so powerful that no Negroes could
any longer stay under our fortresses at Boutry and Axim to receive
the traders who would come to us there ... Resolved to let the debt
f of the mentioned %0 bendas stay in the name of Conny ... to wait and
gee if we can on another occasion make Jan Conny pay them, and to
write to Blenke that he should claim from the Aximse the boys who
have been held at /Axim as pawns, assuring them that we shall let

thiem free to go outside the fort ...

WIC 41; Secrct Resolution Assembly of Ten, 9th November 1717:

After the negotiations with lr. Van Meynertshagen, Envoy of His Royal
llajesty of Prussia, a Provisional Project was proposed concerning the
delivery and payment of H.M.'s Possessions on the Coast of Africa, ...
and it was decided to take the Fortress of Great Fredericksbugg and
those places which are subject to it in possession either with Industry
(8ici) or violence, on the cost of the Comp., but as soon as this has
been achieved, 2,000 Ducats should te paid to the Comp., and after a

‘~-s‘mmpper act of transfer, H.li. should no longer give any commisSions or

- passports to whomsoever to sail to thosc places. Argyn (Arguim) shall

’-t»‘,!'in them. After that we had: again 2,000 1lbs of

 those stones. Yet, all those who got
- T ,k iaam which these stones




Slnl-

>for the two German miners who have already been despatched to the

Coast. These men should first find the corridor or vein, and if

1 necessary Chritiaan Steller should take every day a sample ... \e

[ are not certain whether Steller is able to make proper mining-galleries,
# and we have therefiore degided to summon two more persons from Germany;

i of these Laurens Johann Christoffel is said to be very experienced in

| the making of galleries and shoping them ... Ve are rather surprised

! to learn that the first sample showed more gold-contents than any

I sample taken from the whole mass of 8 or 9,000 lbs of stones which‘

# wos sent to Holland ...

WIC 124; liinutes of Council-meeting, Elmina, 17th February 1718.
Oral report by Bookkeeper-General Ph.fytzen about his return over-

[ land from Fida, where he had gone on board of the '"Groningen, sailing

5 via Benyn, but from where he could not return in time by sea, as the
slave-ships fAcredam and Eemenes had already been despatched, giving
as further reason for his decision that there was a dispute betwecn
the Caboceer of Little Popo and the Mynsc Negroes at Fida, which had
to be settled in order to preserve the free passage of letter-carriers
between Fida and iiina, and lastly, that he was curious to see the

5 countryside between Fida and Accra ...

16th December (1717) Left per hammoc in the company of 40 Negroes and

some women and children, and stayed after my departure from our Lodge

o )

in the French Tortress for the night. 17th Dec.: recached by about

L P.li. the river of Great Popo, which we crossed in canocs. as very
well received by the Chief, who requested me very urgently to ask the
Hon., General to let a whiteman reside there with a flag. I promised

him to do what I could; but added, that although I would certainly

: tell the General about this proposal, the Merchant at Fida has in-

: struction to take carc of the trade in the neighbouring places too;

b but that the desolation of the trade in that place had caused many of

us to dislike it, and that he could be assured, that if we got a better

“trade in his place, we might very well continue our trade there. On
this he made serious promises, and he asked me to send something as

a token of our good inténtions. I thanked him, and told him that my
travelling over-land did not allow me to do much more in this matter,

: but I left a velvet cap with him on my departure. Great Popo is sit-
- uated about 6 hours from Fida, travelling by land, and it is there that
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ﬁé@, but at a distance of several buccaneecr-shots from the sea. It

E&s also a tributary running from this villages in a perpendicular
aﬁrection into the country, with several other irregular tributaries,
along whose banks there are said to be good villages. I stayed at this
town on 19th and 20th December, and I mediated in the dispute between
CGaboceer Crakou and the llynse Negroes who live at Fida: the latter

paid a satisfaction of § slaves in merchandise and one anker of brandy .
The Cabocecr Offori came alse to see me immediately after my arrival
giving me scveral tokens of his friendship, thanking me for the presemt
I had sent to hinm when I was at Fida, at the time that the letter-carricrs
had been arrcsted. I found here still a flag-mast of the Comp., but mo
flag. Like those of Little (sic) Popo, they requested me here for a
white resident on behalf of the Comp., promising that they would no
longer allow the BEnglishman to reside here. I answercd as well as I

could do at the time, and left after having dashed herec and there a

ittle brandy on 20th Dec., at 3 P.M. I then travelled through a

yillage which was very nicely planted with trees, about a 2%lbs gun's
ghot distance inland from Little Popo At about 9 P.ll. we camped in
an open field, not encountering any villages. Around midnight we

continued our march, and arrived about 11 A.M. at a wvillage called

Offra Lade. Ve were very tired, also because along this road of more
than 135 miles we did not find any water. This last ncntioned place
15 very impoverished, and water is not only scarce therc, but also
brackish; yet, my companions filled their bellies up to the throat,

out of fear of having to cross ahother such descrt-like area. I did

not remark any difference between these Negroes and those of Fida in
their attire and ornaments, but as there was nobody among us who could
Bpeak properly with them, I could not get any furthcr informations
about them. Their attire consisted only of a kind of coffee-coloured
raffia-cloth, and they had painted their bodies in a similar colour.
They feted us in their own rather poor manner, their chief honouring

- me with some chickerd, and a lot of their beer, called pito. Ve left

“-by 4 P.M., and marched through a wide plain with many coconut trees,
and saw three . .groups of deer. By 8 P.M. we made camp in a big dry
ater-hole. In the morning of the 22nd we reached a big lake, on
hich floated a large number of canoes. On thc south side of this

2, on the beach, is the village of Abodja, situated on a fairly
fﬁiw where passing ships often do their trade in ivory and slaves.

I inquired from them frou wherc these tusks
y pointed to the dnktand area in an oblique

rovide a lot of both. Vhen I
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! u@ybnd the horizon. I tried to get some morc information about the
aﬁéa, but I got nothing more to know than that there is a great body
of water, this (lake) being an overflow of the Rio Volta, and that
there is a large number of villages on its banks, to which they Sl
in their canoes, and that therd is a great trade in slaves and ivorye.
By about 6 we continued our voyage to Quita, which is about 2 miles
from Abodja. The Danes have since about 5 years kept servants here
in permanence, in order to tradc slaves and ivory, and they reap
good fruits of their labours.inAgaghseg%%g?t there is however no .
whiteman; recently one was drowned/, and another has died. As there
are at present no proper whitemen in the Danish fort, they had to
interrupt that trade. I was requested to pay a visit to the King or
Cabocegg %ﬁgecg%r% g%g§gaggéled Louis Hannibal, the same who was
baptised/by the late King Louis XIV ... with the title of Prince of
Assiné. He told me how he had been left behind here by the captain

of a French ship, who had taken him on board after four years at

Assing, in order to take him with him to France, but that that captain

had sent him ashore to do some trade for him and sailed away, leaving

him here . His intelligence has however helped him to acquire here

| position of great respect, and he is virtually considered a king
here. Ile introduced me to the King, who welcomed me in a friendly
manner. He told me that he had given about 6 weeks ago a goat to
the letter-carriers for the Hon. General, with the request to send
a whiteman on behlaf of the Comp. to trade here as a resident in slaves
and ivory:; that he regretted that there was nobody of our Coup. here,
as he could not agrec very well with the Danes ... I answered him
that I would make inquiries about it, but that it was not our method
to risk at once a whiteman, and that at first he should content him-
self with the visits of a boat, and that the Hon. General, once he
finds that he would keep his promises would take further measures.

 He presented a sheep to me, and a lot of drink to the people who were

‘;‘with me, in exchange of which I gave him 2 1lbs ? ... ? and some cowries.

- We lodged with mentioned Hannibal, who received us very well. This

village Quita is also situated on the seashore, and has a good bay,

accessible to canoes, and it is backed by the same lake which I found

¥

%ﬁ were grazing. Left by 3 A.M. for Awouna, about 4 miles fron
r tﬁ@ﬁmﬁmwa:&rrived about 9 A.M. This road passes through an arca

-

I wvas received (at Awouna) by the principal
1, who made room in his house for me and he

W
- -
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boys, ans plenty of drink for everybody. HEre I had to bargain also

é@r a canoe to carry me across the Rio Volta. I got one, paying 10
Angels for all of us. Ve left at 3 P.M. and arrived by 5 4.l. at the
mouth of the rio Volta. At Awouna I let myself be informed by the
Negroes about this country. They told me that with the help of canocs
they mostly 'correspond” (sic. = trade?) with the Negroes of the interior
and that one could sail up-stream along the rio Volta for at least a
month; that that river has many tributaries along whose banks live
Negrocs who have plenty slaves and ivory, but as no trade ' is being
carricd on, these commodities are taken away by the Aquamboese,
and on the other side (sic) by the Quahoese, and thence they are carried

to the side of Ardra and Fida. I asked whether the Negroes there would

be inglined to trade with the whitemen and whether they were of a good
disposition, upon which the Caboceer answercd that he believed that

hone of those llegroes had ever secn a whiteman, but that he did not

think that they would do any harm to one if he went to them with his
merchandise, as those Negroes are not very warlike or quarrelsome. This

is all T could learn from them.

Continuing, we first found a road of about ¥ a mile, regularly planted
with cotton-trees, and then stopped at a tributary with very clear and
good water. Passed by 5 P.il. through a great gloomy forest in which

I saw a nmultitude of footprints of savage animals, but we got through
without any discomfort. After a two hours’ journey along the beach we
reached a little village of fishermen, on a wide river: this was the
rio Volta. There is no surf in its mouth, whose width I estimate to
be about 300 feet. I wanted to measure the depth of the river at its
mouth, but the rowers objected to this: they were only three in a

ganoe, and afraid that they would not be able to row bagclk: .against the
| eurrent. Ioreover, the canoe was made in a manner quite different fron
that of the Gold Coast canoes, and it would probably not have been

able to withstand the turmoil in and beyond the mouth of the river. But

I think that the mouth of the rio Volta is wide and deep enough to

‘ jailew small Dutch vessels to enter it, and there arec good appearances
- that there would be a profitable trade if onec sailed up-stream. One

, 1ld take such an experiment with a sloop or boat, but to try it with

2 Gold Coast cance is probably not feasable, as thc liegroes of this

: ider this river their idol: they always pour sone brandy in

er in order to get a safe journey, and nobody would dare to

e 1?ﬁah-aa a piece of dog (-meat). Their superstition goes

‘§h$$ took from their necks and arms their golden fetishes,

1to a piece of cloth, and they insisted strongly that

” one is n@t allowed t@
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1 My servant, who had sailed by canoe from Awouna, told me that he had
!heen in at least ten different villages all along the river, and that

he had been very well received, but that they had had to make a great

detour before they could reach the mouth of the river. By 10 A.M. we

reached the other side on the cormer of a piece of land which constit-
utes the southern side of the mouth of the river. After having given
small presents to the Negroes who had brought us here from Awouna, we

marched along the beach, slept in the open field, and reached in the

morning of the 26th Lay, where we stopped to eat. The Negroes were

| hardly aware of our presence. We continued our journey, and arrived

} the same day at a village called Negotsantsie, which is situated on

I top of a hill. The pcople here engage themselves in the making of salt.

i Vle spent the night there, and after a journey of eni%gis¥gnggr1¥ed

| at Ponnie, where I was necessitated as a result of/the Caboceer Apinm

} to eat. I visited him and inspected the Comp.'s former lodge therec;

; it is totally ruined, and only its foundations could still be seen.

Left by 1 P.M., and arrived by 5 P.ll. at Siabbra, situated, like Ponnic,

. on a considerable height. I was well entertained by the Caboceer here,
and we took here some night-rest till 3 A.M. By 5 A.lle we passed

| Pampona, by 7 Tysje and by 8 Labadde. Ve paid our respect in the

|  Danish fort Christiansbupg, and arrived shortly afterwards safely in

Crévecoecur, having made the journey over land from Fida to Crévecoeur,

long 66 miles, in 11 days. It was resolved to write to the Ass. of Ten

about the Volta, asking whether further inquiries should be made about

the possibilities of trade there. It was also resol¥ed to appint Ph.

Eytuen as llerchant at Fida.

‘kth Marech 1718. ... Resolved to put in all the ships departing from

here as much pepper as is possible, and to encourage the cultivation

of it. Reports froum our servants on the Grain Coast inform us therc

iﬂ little pepper to be had on the Grain Coast these days, and that there
1%‘3 a little more of that commodity in Rio Sierra Liones, but D.-G. prop-

R

e8d to write to the Directors that it will probably be very difficult
[GQM?inee the Negroes here to undertake the planting of pepper, as
~experience has shown ... ;

Alarch 1718. ... Resolved to let the barque "Utregti make a voyage
Volta,in a few days frem now, and to let it enter its mouth,
> sone trade, if possible, sailing up-river. Also resolved
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# ﬁﬂ"sena Jac. Van llunnikhuysen from this Coast to Isequebo. HMentioned

| ﬁéﬁ lMunnikhuysen was appointed on Curagao, where he had agreed with

| Director J.Van Collen to promote the cultivation of indigo on this

Coast (in mergin: 6 years' contract, made 10/3/1712), and that

contract having expired, he, Van lMunnikhuysen declared ‘Folfeellinec L aneid

to return to Curagao rather than to go to Isequebo, or otherwise to

stay here. ©T.Hs. therefore agreed to let Van lMunnikhuysen stay here

| on the Coast. DBut his salary of f 40.- per month is considered too

high, and &s hereby reduced to f 24,- . His work in the indigo-plant-

ation has been stopped, on the orders of the Ten. He shall therefore

be employed as Ondercommies at Axim and cultivate only cotton at that

place ...

' (swamary Jan Connie): 30/5/1718: resolution to ask Capt. J.Van der Heeven

j who arrived 29/5 to lead expedition against Jan Connie in order to

| acquire '"the fortress Great Fredericksburg, illegally taken in poss-

, gssion by J.C." ... 13/6/1718: "Story of what has happened during the

J expedition against Great Fregericksburg ..." by Butler; found at arrival

: at Axim 3 ships waiting for expedition. Axim people declare too afraid

fi of J.Connie to help Dutch. Decided to let the 3 Dutch ships anchor as
close to Pokesu as possible, and let them shell the town in case peace-
ful nepgotiations failed, causing confusion among inhabitants by the
explosion of guantities of gunpowder which doubtlessly were stored in
the village. DBut the shelling of the town with ‘'fire-balls and grenades'
did not have the desired effect: the village did not catch fire. A few

f shots werc fired from the fort, without causing harm. Capt. Van der

| floeven decided nonetheless to make a landing with 120 well armed men

| and ladders etc. to scale the fort, but as soon as these nen set foot

on shore they met with heavy fire, and in a few minutes most of them
~ were dead. Van der Hoeven himself was also wounded, but managed with
%S—l few other survivors to swim back to the boats.

- 16/8/1718: D.-G. gave into consideration which other means could be

‘employed to ‘‘put the Comp. in full and rightful possessioni of Gr.

redericksburg and to prevent that "foreign Nations, in particular
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the surf, but considered it irresponsible to risk the barque itself

into this adventure: it was loaded 10 ft. deep. 4 raft or a galliot
with a maximum draught of 7 or 8 ft. should be employed. The shoals

in the mouth of the river cause it to be at most 12 ft. deep.

12th April: landed at Quita and went to see the Chief, to ask him how
were the conditions of trade. He replied that therec was good trade in
ivory, but asked me to have 5 days patience. Asked ondercommies Loenius
to send a good assortment of goods ashore, and then decided with them
what should bé paid for a man, and what for a woman. Decided on 68 Angels
for a man and 51 for a woman. Purchased to-day 2 men and 109 lbs ivory.

| 15th April: Loenius came ashore. He and the ship's officers found

great difficulties in conveying the goods ashore. The cargo is badly
Preparcd: there are for instance 17 empty barrels in it. Ve are alse

ill prepared for the purchase of slaves: there are no shackles, and

on board there is neither room, nor food for slaves. We will have to
leave them on land and find a guardian for them.

16th April: The Danish Governor Knoed Roest arrived to-day. He showed

gouie surprise finding me trading here, as he paid the Caboceer here

5 Angels per month. I remonstrated that the King imagines to be master
in his own land, and that itw&s on his own request, and on the orders
of the General, that I was trading there, and that I thought that

there was no need for me to give any further answer to his expression
of surprise, assuring him that all coming and going ships could trade
here without any dispute. In the evening the Governor invited me for
dinner, at table he told me that a French ship had arrived.

18th April: the Governor having offercd to the Negroes 5 oz. for a

' slave and made many other great promises, I went to the King to say
good=bye, as I could not get any trade. The King showed strong dislike
of the Danish Governor, threatening to drive him away, imagining that
this was the rcason for my departure. He urgently requested me to

P 4,§tay, but I replied that I had to go to Fida, as there was no more

- ivory, either at Quita or at Abjotta (sic), the trade in this commodity

~ having been the principal reason for my visit. The King still insisted
hat I should stay, asking me to tell the General that if he wanted to
d a lodge at Quita, that he would make the Danes move out.

ok further informations on the rio Volta, and was told that there
lages along its banks, as they are flooded during the rains,

ng the rains, and dry afterwards. Loenius reported
es gn ‘the shores, but none sailing on the lake.
#&ﬁi&iﬁi with a ship' the current is
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would be accomodation for men and goods and which could be rowed. AEaE
such a vessel were to be commanded by an experienced person, it could
sail on this river and its tributaries during the good season and in-
quiries could be made about trade over a distance of 2 weeks' rowing.
T found here at Quita a large number of children and men constantly
busy spinning cotton on little sticks of about a foot length. I wanted
to buy some, as they said that they collected this cotton in order to
maintain their children. They were prepared to sell, but they asked
not less than three strings of cowries for one ball of cotton, which
does not weigh more than about half a pound, which would mean paying
about as much as at home. Vhen I proposed to buy a big quantity of
about hundred pounds for 20 fAngels, they just laughed at me ... I am
sure that if the llegroes did their best to make cotton-plantations,
that they could gain a lot from it; but these people think only in

a day-to-day manner, and never think of tomorrow. Saw also people making
indigo in a hut. They first soak the leaves and then make balls of
them of the size of a fist, which they put then away. They seem to
keep them in a good condition for more than a month in this way.

I bought some of these balls, but I doubt whether the Comp. could

draw much profit from them. Arrived at Fida on 2lst April, and found
there 1 French, P English and 2 Portuguese ships anchored. The surf

| was high but I got safely ashore. An English canoe came to see who

we were. [ was carried in a Portuguese hammock to the English fort,
where I was not expected, but welcomed by Messrs Billie and Boon. The
latter was just giving his leave-dinner. Shortly afterwards the French
Director, llons. Bouchel, came to see me. The same evening I went to
the lodge, and had a conversation with the King. I assured him of

the friendship bf the General and sent him his greetings. He said that

| e was very satisfied about my return, and that he was pleased to have

leornt that the Tidase hammock-carriers had been so well received at
Eimin&. I informed him also that the Hon.Géneral had sent his envoy
'ﬁa.hquamboe, and that H.H. would cause that King to have such feelings

very grateful. 22nd April: went to visit Capt. Carter, to present
f as the new Resident llerchant, and to inform him that the Comnp.
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,v%ﬁ the ship :Gunthersteyn". He anéwered th;t he would give me such

';ﬁﬁiMission as from tomorrow. 26th April: the interpreter came to tell

| me that the King was only waiting for the cugtohary slaves to be bought

E‘bﬂforc opening the market , but I waited till the evening, when the

i‘King's chief servant came only to tell that the King had not been apiie

| to get good slaves. 27th April: went to sec the King's customapy slaves
and they were, as usual, blind, cross-cyed, lame, limps or mutilatcd,

| and whatever I tried, they would not show me any others. I did not

hide my displeasurc to the Captain and I left the tronk. But in the

afternoon they summoned the mastcr, and earmarked for him a female

i glave of the King, one from Capt. quter and one from Capt. figou.

29th fpril: countecd the goods in the storehouse and found only 1,400

basins and %59 iron bars. These iron bars and basins arc much in

g demand just before and during the bush-clearing season, but now they

j are not in demand before they next sowing season. ... 2nd lay: Loenius

| is to leave tomorrow. Sent on board of his shipt 9O Fine A ron rifiics

I most of which are rusty and of which 15 are damaged, recommending him

' to have them clecaned on board during the voyage. He will probably be

| rable to sell them in fAssini or Bassam on the Upper Coast. Our rifles

| are not much in demand here at present, as Inglish rifles are here on

1 the market for 3 Angels; from tlis one can easily calculate how much

i that llation is prepared to pay for a slave, as they pay at least 2k

or 25 of them for a male slave, and I would have to pay at least 100

j guilders ... or 30 to 32 rifles. The people here will not bring out
their slaves ti1ll ships arrive with cowries. They don‘t even want
plathiljos: I had to offer at least 30 of them for one male slave.
3rd1%w1 went to the market and found there ginger, pepper, cotton and
cobbon~yarn, indigo, cardemom (=?) and gum. I bought the whole quantity

- of ginger hardly a pound, for % Angels; Iasked were it was growing,

and what would be the price if I bought greater quantities of it.

~ they said that the price was one string of cowries for a ball, and

- that it comes from a place called Fou or Foin, about 20 miles from
here. It is being brought here on every market day, that is twice

2 overy nine days, in small bits. The Foin Negroes bring it as a kind

- nedicine. The pepper grows in the country of Capt. Apunga, 3 miles
om herc. Cotton is found cverywhere, and a large gquantity could be

g0t if the Negroes did not use it themselves for the weaving of cloth
- ﬁ?&iﬁms‘qualities. Some of these cost not less than 24 ryksdaalders,
 §@@ sold for 16,10, 8,4,or 2 ryksdaalders, but rarely for less.
1 cotton was packed in little bales by the legroes, which

\ fmhéi,tﬁﬂy denand 6 ryksdaalders for them, but the seeds
. I saw more than 200 lbs of it on the nmarket, all
day. It is fo? lamps and for other pur-
exp - There were no great

e

Yy agk. . T gur
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: 8%; Elmina Journal (extracts Furley Coll.)

légfh October 1717: received from Blenke, Axim .., on the 23rd the

 fowicn Caboceer Cru Adamu came. He said he had been here: first in the
days of Oppercomiiies Landman, and had taken oaths with the Caboceers,

i priests and Asjanny that his people would trade here. That®during
Butler's time there had been good trade. He asked that the priest,
Pinga and Asjanny be summoned to renew the oaths. Arangerients were
made that the Nowiense, Bromse or Boonairse should not be molested
when entering the Ancober and Axim districts. This morning we should
have started the trade, but they wanted iron rifles. I offered thenm
brass muskets, but they did not want these, as they could get then
also at Cabo LApollonia, &@dr8 for one benda.

getiNDccenber 17117 received from Blenke, Axim ... that all trade

had come to a standstill because of the war between the Assjantynse
and the Akimse. The Vassase are constantly trying to rob the Aowiense

‘on the paths, which are at present very mnsafe ...

9th Harch 1710: from Blenke, ixim ... Trade is very bad. Ye don't

even have enough gold for the subsistence of the garrison. This is
caused by the fact that the lowiens are marching up, 8 to 9,000 men
strong, to attack the Assjantynse.

NBKG 85; (Elmina Journal) 2lst March 1718: from Van ilunnikhoven, Axdim:
It is rcoportecd that fowiense have returned from Assjantyn with a con-
giderable booty ... anong it 20,000 women and children ... the Aowiense
would hove exhumed the dead Ashantynse, and it is said that they have
found much gold and conte de terra and that they will come here soon
to trade ...

‘ ZOtp Apreil 1718: from Van lunnikhoven, Axim ... it is reported from

Oubo Apollonia that a large number of Aowien traders is expected there

any day from now. The Cabo Apollonia Caboceers have promised to send

= thoem hither ... the few Aowiense who came to trade so far came mainly

B for salt.

. 9th September 1718: from Van lMaarssen, Axim ...The fowiense and Vassase
think that the Assjantis will come to fight them ... both these peoples

are providing themselves with guns and powder. The lassase say that

;;&h&yfwill go to dowien and leave their country.

th Gctober 1718: froﬁ Van liaarssen, Axin: ... the WVassa Headchief,

\nce among themselves; that the Native Lman Coya has died
country is preparing for war ...
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he needs at this factory. To make a beginning, he sent 80 slaves, of
whom only about one half was suitable for purchase ... I regret to note

that these traders did not bring any gold or ivory...

NBKG 86 (Elnina Journal cont.) 1hth January 1719. ... from Van Naarssen,
Axim: ... there is a rumour that the Asjantis are on the march, which
does damage to the trade; the Nowiens and the others remain in their
countries for fear ...

L4th Tebruary 1719: from Van lMunnikhoven, Chama: ... asks for tradegoods,

as sorle Dinkira, Vassa and Ouwien traders have arrived there ...

WIC 124 (minutes Council Elmina)

13th March 1219. D.-G. gave notice that the Comp.'s slaveship "Amster-
 dan" had captured on the high seas the ship "Marquis de Priéll, Capt.

| Jan VWillemsz, which had sailed out from Ostend under Imperial Commission
and flags, and brought it here on 18th January. An inquest was made,

from which it appeared that mentioned ship has effectively Ostend as

its home-port, that it is satisfactorily provided with Imperial and

!  Royal Commission, and that the Hon. Assembly of Ten has issued repeated

| instructions to be cautious about the arrest and confiscation of ships

| provided with proper conmissions of foreign sovereigns and potentates.

: /s at this juncture no sufficient reasons can be found to proceed with
the confiscation of mentioned ship or its cargo, and also because this
is the first time that such a thing happens and His Imperial lajesty
has no fixed establishments on this Coast, it was resolved, in order
at least to avert the spread of this trade, to let this ship provision-
ally remain in sequestration, to make a neat and detailed report om its
remaining cargo and on the merchandise it has bought, but to leave the

- final decision to the Hon. Ten. It was furthermore resolved to send

. mentioned ship straight back with some return-freight on board, and

~ with the reguest to the Hon. Directors to give us some indication about
;
- what to do in similar cases ...

v 22nd November 1719. D.-G. noted that the “"Bonaventura’’ was ready to

}:Bail for Benyn, and asked the Hon. Members wh&ther they agreed to dis-
;i@gtch it as soon as possible in order to take from Assistant illassey at
ita the 3,262 1bs ivory and 518 1lbs crevell which he reported to have

ober 1720. ... Deliberation about what could best be done with
for the Noble Comp. with the ship ""De Hoop', since the
“la'ely deprived of merchandise and the ship can

:v yage to the Upper Coast. It was resolved to

1 to the Lower Coast and let it collect in passing
fic ‘may mwa been purehased at Qn:.’sa,
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‘ may continue its voyage to Rio de Gabon and Cabo Lopes, for which
the captain will be provided with a small cargo to trade wax and
ivory. After this he shall cruise 8 to 10 days around the Island
S.Tomé in order to capture in that area a Portuguese ship with slaves,

because we need them at presnt badly for the Portuguese ships anchor-

ing here (sic!) ...

8th December 1720. Letters have been received from factors Le Grand
and Coster, Capt. Danders and Assistant Heilman informing us that

on 6th December Coster had gone into the village of Axim in the |
coupany of Sanders and Heilman in order to inspect a new canoe, but
that Coster had been assaulted by the subject Negroes of fixim, had
been maltrcated by them and been thrown into a canoe in which he

had been tramsported to Boutry. The Captain and the Assistant had
then taken refuge in the fortress; Sanders let some men cone from
board, so that there were not less than 90 men in the fortress.
D.-G. demonstrated that this was a matter of great importance, and
that he had the intention of going there personally, as the total
ruin and loss of mentioned fortress may he feared if the enraged
people are not quickly brought to calm. This rage probably rcsulted
from the tyrannical ftemper of Commies Coster and his poor’ treatment
of the Aximse, against which we Wauld have taken our measures long
ago if only we had been provided of sufficient assistance and proper
servants. It was agreed to send Oppercormies Karel Van Naarssen,
Comnmiies Isaac iluller and Secretary J.Graauwhart thither in order

to appease the people, because it is to be feared that if such steps
were not taken, our subjects at /ixim may entirely abandon their
obedience to the Noble Comp. and conspire with the people of Great
Fredericksburg. IlMembers did not consider it advisable that the D.=-G.
iﬁeuld go thither, as those in Fredericksburg could be alarmed by it,
and try to stop vessels passing Fredericksburg ...

K 14th Januray 1721. ... the deputics having returned from Axim, D.-G.

_jihMantrated the various attestations made against Commies Antonie

' ter about his highly improper behaviour, reporting that nentioned
* had arrived here per canoe on 2nd January, and that H.H. had

him under civil arrest in Coenraadsburg under the supervision of
Cor ander there, so that the factory at ixim may again be put in

. H.H. appointed Isaac Mul¥er as Comnies at Axin .. and

ction of the H. ilembers a paragraph
t November 1720 and _rgge,ivad on
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noking sone expenses ... if V.H. manages to convinve Connie to deliver
Great Fredericksburg, Y.H. should not only offer him the friendship,
put also the protection of the Comp.'" It was resolved to send the
arrested hoeker (small ship) ‘Juffrou Brigittai with Chief Merchant
Van Naerssen to Fredericksburg. Enginecer André Lesloran should also
embark on this ship in order to make an ocular inspection of the River
Ancober and the lountain of that nome. With him shall be sent 3 or 4

piners and as nany soldiers as can be embarked in a proper Way ..

25th May 1721. ... received letters from Chama, confirming that the

Jufferse, Wassase and Ldomse are marching up against the Antase, and

that the Jufferse have actually alrecady becn involved in a clash with

‘ gome Antase. D.~G. asked Members to deliberate on what to do, and

it was resolved to try to convince the Aguaffoese and Bbramboese Negrocs
~yho are our friends- to come to the aid of the Antase to distract the
enery, and , if need be, to persuade some Minase Negroes to march to
Chama and the intase country ... and finally to provide the Upper fact-
ories with more men, to avert the danger of their being surprised by

Jan Connie and his troops.

WIC 41; Secret papers issembly of X.

Ass; of X to W. Butler, 20th November 1720. ... We are pleased to note
that the search for gold can best be undertaken on the .incober River,
and that such activities are already in progress ... Y.H. should there-
fore try to come to an agreement with the Chief or Chiefs of the Ancober
State for the completion of the half-finished fort on top of the nount-
‘ain on the eastern bank of that river. We inform you also that we hawe
received informations about a certain kind of red earth mixed with clay
which was found in the area of Cape Three Points on a mountain situated
about 4 hour from the sea. This mountain d@s said to have a circumference
of about 4+ hour andstretched towards the sea. On that side, about 3 or

.iﬁﬁﬂ‘%tegs from the sea, that earth is being dug by the Negroes, and it
s said to contain a recasonable quantity of gold and silver. This
further investigation. As we have stated carlier, the Noble

. 18 now able to increcase its trade on the Coast, and to that end
send to Y.H. as many goods as T.H. may be able to sell, and
efore the pleasure to ask Y.H. what quantity and quality of
thinks possible to sell at all the Comp.‘s factories on the
gﬂﬁ entire year. ye wonder if we could send goods to a
on guilders for sale at the various factories, if

‘be limited. Furthermore we would like to learn from
Bl 11d be provided with the required number of
on m. and nlau whether Y.H. thinke
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ﬁwg could get access to the Sicke Bergh and thke it in proper possessioll.
Wle have noted that that mountain is situated near to the English fort
éﬁ Commany, and that the English could cause a lot of difficulties in

. this matter. Ve therefore recomnmended Y.H., to act very cautiously in

| this matter, so that in particular in respect to our designs on the
Ancober River no impediments may be put in our way by mentioned Nation.
We would be pleased to be informed by Y.H. beforchand if there is in-
deed any appreciable gold to be found in that mountain, and whether it
would really merit to make an attempt... In previous letters we recom-
mended Y.H. several times to promote with force the cultivation of
certain crops on the Coast and to send us the fruits of it. We nmake
use of this opprtunity, although there is nothing secrct about it, that
we arc informed that the bush on the sides of the Gallows iliountain was
burnt, and thatf during the rainy season aocme cotiton-stcds had falleh

onl that land which had grown into little cotton-treces. We think there-

omeRttliat cotton could casily be cultivated on that hill, and as 1t

is covered by the guns of the forts, and the Negroes do not show much
attachuent to that land, we rccommend to Y.H. to plant cotton-seeds in
’ 8 regular fashion on mentioned mountain, and to continue its cultivation

| there with force +..

‘ WRA: Rademacher hArch. No.593. Declaration by Opperconmies H. Terwe
f and Chicf Bookkeecper J. De la Planque to former D.-G. W.Butler,
on his rcquest, concerning the rccognition ducs paid by Portuguesc
B tlic period 1718-1722. (dd. Elmina, 7th fpril 17235):

tobagco * gold
(rolls)  (Mk)

i

1718 = 19:4:4

: 1719 377 - - -
1720 776 4:6:8

: 1721 . 1070 41165~
1722 511 Q78 =

lﬁuw 124; minutes Elmina Council.
' ird April 1724. D.-G. read out a request of Commies De Swarte, a&eke
 urgently to be allowed to repatriate. SWarte said that he is willing
emply with the condition that he pay to the D.-G. the 80 ounces of
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, August 1725. ... It was unaninously resolved to reply on the

‘ij as much as possible to sell the assets of the Noble Comp. at that
glﬁce, 4 touts prix (sic) and then embark with all his subject whitcmen
énd his furniture, linen, tableware etc. on board of the "Groot Bent-
velt” in order to be transported to Jaquin, and ship all the basins
gtill in stock off on board of the galiot "Juffrou Rebecca Jacoba®,
which is on its way to Benyn ... leaving some simple furniture, boxes
and cases and some other unimportant goods up to a value of at most 7
or 4 marks as booty for the looting Negroes, thus causing less suspicici.
gbout their departure .,. and also to writc to Capt Ras, that as soon
as the provisional ondcerconiiies Van lMunnikhoven and all his whitemen
have embarked, he should attack all un-frec Portuguese (ships) and
bring them to Elmina after having captured them and having taken out

of them all the slaves and goods on behalf of Van liunanikhoven and his
Lieutenant, and then to sail to the Upper Coast, cruising in such a

manner as is most in the interest of the Noble Comp. ..

L2th Deceriber 1725. ... resolved to write to the Iinglish General
John Tinker the following protest: ... Several difficultics and dis-
putes have becn caused by Y.H.'s subjects against our subject Negrocs,
to such an extent, that Y.H.'s subject Negro Ahinnequa, living under
the English fortress at Commany assaulted on 8th Deccuber the Cron

of the Noble Comp.'s makelaar Abbacon in an unheard inimical manner,
decapitating two of his own Negroes and carrying off two others as
captives. This is causing great harm to the understanding between

our two Nations, and after perusal of Y.H.'s lctters, we find that

we got by no means satisfaction from Y.H., on the contrary, we under-~
L Btand that Y.H., in stead of appeasing the quarrel between our subject.

. has caused that quarrel to explode into an open rupture, having caused

various Negroes of Cabo Cors to march out in full arms in order to
S attack the Natives under this Castle, providing them with lead and
~ powder. Ve must protest against this in the strongest terus, demand-

f;~g inmediate and proper 8atisfaction ...

:53$h Decenber 1725. ... resolved to write another protest ncte to
) inglish General Tinkér: 5va ag alls gur proposals for mediation
the issue between our makelaar Abbacan and the Ilegro Ahinnequa
ilibﬁan rejected by Y.H., the friendship between our two Nations,
we have always held for sacred, is being put in danger; ...
ies in all possible manners to cause us harn, like in the
we have in this Castle with the Portuguese Nation and

A;ghnpany of its properties on this Coast,
;Egaof in the gegotiations Y.H. had with

letter received from Ondercormies Van Hunnikhoven at Fida, that he Sl
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has sent his servant with sone pieces of cloth, some brandy and

sword, inlaid with silver. That Y.H. tries in all sorts of ways

;;do damage to our trade, can also be seen from the fact that Y.H.

;;gwes to the extent to write to Portuguese Captains who come to this

i.éistle to trade, insisting that they cut their anthor-ropes and coue

| to do their trade at Cabo Cors, and even to scnd passports to Brazil,

| according to which Portuguese ships would be free to come to trade

| “here, assuring the bearers that Y.H, will protect them against any
accident in casé our cruisers happen to encounter them. This is
entirely contrary to Art. 8 of the Treaty of 1708, according to whi-h
no ship of either Nation may trade on the other's roads or uander the
other's forts, that recovered goods may be confiscated ... on the
contrary, Y.H. allows his ships to trade with the rcbel Jan Conny
under our lodge at Ancober, and dares to protest when we happen to
stop this kind of irregularity. TFurthermore, Y.H. continues to
protect a man who has killed in cédd blood one of our Comnp’s servants
<.+ has ordered your Cabo Cors Natives to attack ours, your MNMerchant

to let his slaves burn our Crom at Comman and Ahinnequa's people to
V] q PCOX

fire on our canoe with 6 whitemen and burn the Cron of nakelaar Abbac?

,as well as kill and panyar his people ...

NBKG 33; correspondence iAss. of X.

Ass. of Ten to Valckenier, 18th September 1726. ... Concerning what

has occurred at Fiddy we are of the opinion that we may leave it to

Y.H.'s judgement whether we shpuld establish a new lodge there or not
“We think that the reasons which were given for abandoning the lodge
;'which the Comp. had there earlier are sufficient. e hope that the

" Company may draw nuch advantage from the continuing wars on the Coast

rand that the slave trade may continue to flourish as much as it secice
to do at presehit. We have also taken into consideration Y.H.'s pro
‘posal to build a fortress at Bassan, but your recasons have not yet
”ﬁmnvinced BRSO H, should first of all try to make the Natives agree

Y.H. consider

(=

profitable conditions for the Noble Conmnp. ... and i

may try to build a little fort there with the lowest possible
‘; iture, and in that case Y.H. nay use for the exccution of that

t. Armond Steenhard, commandiéng the ship "Brandenburg’, as he

ogh on behalf of D.-G. P.Valckenier with
n 12th November 1726.
o 2] Hfg7
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|proper payment. L. the King is to punish all those who may attempt to
ih&ymwaerVants of the Comp.. 5. the King is to supply a sufficient number

of‘aérriers ess 7o 1f a Merchant, Commies or Captain of the Comp. is
to be buried at Fida, the King will receive the value of one slave.

8, the King promises that the Portuguese will no longer be allowed to

have a fortress, and that their present fortress will be demolished and

' be changed into a simple house or hut without any war-ammunition (sic),

whilst the Noble Comp. will have the right to build a proper lodge, with
fire-proof storehouses, in that area where the other Naticns have thetr

forts. 10. the King will treat the Dutch and the Portuguese on equal

| terms, in such a manner, that the one whose canoe arrives first from

the arriving ships will be served first. 11. the King proédhises to main-
tain the old custom by which he gives at every market-day a present to

the Merchant in the form of a goat, a pot of palm-oil, scme patattes

‘(yams?), salt and as much wood as he necds for fire. 12. cvery ship

which comes to trade will give the King one cow for his pcoplc (or:

the King will give to the crew of every ship coming to trade one cow:

not clear) 13. the King promises not to make any claim for damages in

gonnection with hostilities committed earlier against Bhipa frem Lisbon

| by our Nationg and also that his roads are from now onwards free and

neutral; it will remain un-molested by our cruisers, but all un-free
ships may be chased by ours, 24 hours after their departure, and, if
captured beyond the sight of the roads, be brought to Fida. 1h4. if the
King gets involved in an un-hoped for heavy war, he nay send envoys to
Elmina to be assisted f£n the manner the General nmay deem fit.
sigd. the markgij’of the King of Fida (Houffon?)

Capt. Carter

Capt. Ago

Capt. Jantie Hertogh
Capt. Pieter

Capt. Danjou

Capt. Pattoe

PP PR PP

gﬁﬁu 94; Elmina Bournal. (D.-G. R- Norré)

May 17227 Received a letter from Lambert Duyf, dd Quita, 22nd April.
Yosterday 5 whitemon arrived heré: 3 Assistahtsindd 2.séldiers, wic
put on shore by a Portugucsc varship, having sailed out on the
clandt" ,mother-naked and badly wounded, the Fida-negroes having
%@ﬁm prisoncr for 6. days and nights, bound with ropes; their hands
are full of wounds. Pleasc send a boat to fetch them for treat
They also rcported. that hhe Portuguese have shot a small
fter Capt. Blom had set the “Sem Gauley' on the beach at
oods secm however to have been saved.

~gh.AJaquin, 2 1ettera, dd. 18th March and 23rd
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of bhou and the son of Capt. Abbrega, the first assisted by the Captains
of the Dutch lodge, and the other by Assoe, Captain of the French lodge,
taking in this way revenge on the King for his unjustly keeping to hir-
self the inheritance of these two men. The King has fled, and ig at

the moment on an island between Fida and Popbo. 38 whites were capturcd,
robbed of their possessions and carried to Ardra; the French and English
Directors, onderconmies Vrolijck and 'some English, French and Portugues.
servants are among them. The Portuguese fort was demolished to the gro
and its guns were carried to the interior. The other forts are still
being besieged. The French and English Directors were relcased in ordc::
that they may surrender their forts, but they seem unwilling to do sc
unless they get recompensation for lost property. Of the above mentione
38 persons the Portuguese have come back to Jaquin, on the condition

that they make the ships now anchored on the Fida roads come here. Any-
body who had not yet paid his costumes shall have to do that from now
onwards here, and the remaining French and English will only be rcleased
once thie French and English ships have arrived here. Conseguently trade
will be done exclusively hére-at Jaguin. ... Business looks so favourablc
that I would like to smggest to build a lodge at Eppe, an island betwecn
Jaguin and Appa.s This is a place which is well situated for trade, and
guteNappropriate to retire to in times of cmergency. Trade has been

a bit bad here because of the war and because the Portuglhiese have brough -
here a large quantity of English platthiljos.

(the letter of 23rd March contains little of interest, was written mainiy

to congratulate Norré with his appointment as D.-G.)

21lst May 1727 ... wrote to Hertogh: ... read about the imprisontient of
the whitemen by the Dahommes, including Ondetcenmics Vrolyk. Ve hope
that this change will not cause too much damage to the Comp., as we ar
sure that you did not leave any merchandise of great value with Vrolyk
before the devolution (sic) of Fida. We also hope that the Comp’s slave
have come back. Ve take your proposal concerning the lodge at Eppe in’
Qﬂnﬂideration, but fear that it will be rather costly; but as we are
‘Bure of your vigilance, we are willing to agree in principle. Learnt

r | Duyff that the i''s-Gravelandt' was chased onto the beach by the
“'ﬁuguese; we therefore have to urge you to pay back the L Ik worth

jowries which were paid for the release of the gentlemen.

June 1727. rcceived from Van Leeuwen, Comuany, a letter dd. 15th
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| should nét trust the Nakives too much ...

o2nd June 1727. wrote to Van Leeuwen (Commany) ... Don't get involved
with the English en account of these panyarrings by Intuffer, but if
Intuffer comes to your fort for protection, you may afford him such,

on the condition that he gives his sister Adbadjewaa as a pawn. If it
comes to a fight, load your guns with ball ...

. peceived a letter from Commany, that the BEnglish Merchant has panyarred
. 8 Caboceers of Intuffer and the standard-bearer of Dodo Tibo. Intuffer

threatens to take up a fight with the Inglish ...

24th July 1727. On 29th May we received a letter from Jaquin, dd. 26th

April (n.b. not clear why this letter was entered nearly 2 months after
it was received: dates must be wrong)

... the factory at Fida is totally ruinedq but the exiled King claims
that he is preparing to re-establish himself in his State, which I
doubt very much. Vrolyk, who was for 20 days prisoner,with the others,
of the Dahommes arrived here on 3rd May (see n.b. above)..le wants to
go te lilmina. I also got the Comp.'s Fantyn slaves rcleased from Fida.
Here we live constantly in fear. I tried to send the gold-chest, con-
taining 55 Ik with the "'s-Gravelandt?, but it was sent back to me. Now
it contains 65 Mks and although I badly want to ship it off, I see no
means to it. Capt. Blom was summonéd.several times by the King of
Dahomme, and finally went there with the Fidalgo‘s brother. He:was
received politely. I sent also ondercommies Kemner there with a big
pregeat, considcring it very important to stay on good terms with this
King in these difficult times. I hope you do appreciate that.
Concerning the situation at Fida: some of the Fida legroes come daily
to their country, as the Dahommes have retired from it and have now
gone to Ardera, but apparently for no other reason than to attack them
again and ¢o capture their King. Without them having donc so, the

War will not come to an end. Here the trade is flourishing; the paths

lil around are open; the only thing we miss, arc some Drazilians to make

iﬁh gold trade flourish.

.ﬂﬁiiived a lotter from Bosch, Commany, dd. 8th July, that the Assiantynse

) or Cansam (?) had come from Sacconde to speal: with Intuffer, and

hu had told him not to pass the river without D.-G.'s expressed

« He was prepared to return to Sacconde, but as this mercadoor

er with the English mercadoor of Sacconde at Commany, and all
had crossed the river by canoe, he let the /Assiantyn Caboceer

‘ 'Answnred Bosch that this is entlrely contrary to my orders,

The gold trade is very weak,
t@ anquara this metal. It 15
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‘ 3%; correspondence Ass. of Ten

:Agsg‘ef Ten to R.Norré, 28th October 1727. ... Concerning the Portugueis
v.H, should follow the instructions issued by the Chember imsterdam, and
we wish to add, that since the Comp. has no longer a lodge at Fida, and
has now completely abandoned trade there and there is no longer any need
4o have anything to do with the King of that country, Y.H should deo every
‘thing possible to attack and capture Portuguese ships cn the roads therc

or at least make them stay away from it ...

APA Rademacher Archive No. 591; Short Remonstrance ... (printed, 1727)

... why the Portuguese have no right to navigate to the Upper or Lowex

| Coasts of Gﬁinea ... and that the charter issued in 1724 by the King of

' Portugal to one Jan Dansainct should not be allowed to impede the WIC ..

| 1, The WIC has exclusive rights on the Coast of Guinea since the year 162
2. That right has been recognised by the Portuguese in the Truce of 1641,

«.. that the jurisdiction of the WIC does not only cover its forts, but

also the country, peoples and nations which are subject to 3% . 3. In
mentioned treapy the Dutch Republic demanded for its WIC frecedom of trade
in the Portuguesc possessions in Africa, including the Islands, payiag

the same tolls and duties which are being paid there by the Natives, the

Portuguese and other free people, which freedom was recognised, but no
such freedom to trade was given to the Portuguese in Dutch Guinea ...

4, The Portuguese had reason enough to favour the YIC in every thing, as
they were at that time at war with Spain, and it was only through the UIC
that they could acquite slaves for Brazil. 5. In 1648, whilst Portugal
vas still at war with Spain, new negotatiations took place in order to
vénder the truce permanent. The Stetes-General then sustained that the
Portuguese should not be allowed to navigate to any other place in
Qgﬁiea than S.Paulo Loango, and leave the navigation to the rest of
..ﬁ;ea to the WIC alone, that if the Portuguese need slaves, that they
;f:;ﬂ buy them from the WIC on the same footing as other Colonies of

16 State ... 6. The States-General have maintained these claims +ill
iﬁﬁl,_when a first peace-treaty was signed by the Portuguese and
ates-General. 1In Art. 4 of that treaty the WIC stipulated -and
ed~ free trade in the Portuguese places of Africe, inel. S.Tomé,

neither by that article, nor by any other, the Portuguesc got

reedoms in Dutch Guinea. 7. In 1669 an agrecment was reached
e Portuguese about the satisfaction and compliance with the
but these matters were in no way changed. 4. Before and
the WIC has continued to act in conformity concerning

| Guinea, and to prohibit de facto the slave trade on
2 S | oy sie

e
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treaty, and again without making any further complaints about infringemants
of the rules in fifrica. )
... mentioned Jan Dansainct has received from the King of Portugal the
right to do private trade between Cabo Lopes Gonsalves and Rio Cameron,
including the Corisco Islands, which is quite contrary to the letter of
Arte.U1l of the 1641 treaty and Art. 4 of the 1661 treaty. Hgually contrary
to those artt. is the extension of his so-called charter to various places
llorth of the Eguator. Goods sent to the so-called ‘‘new establishment’ on
the Upper Coast, where the WIC has the habit to sell its own goods, will
be treated as contraband. The building of forts in areas where the WIC
normally navigates is quite contrary to earlier agrecments and a total
novelty, which is the more unreasonable as it would destroy the limits
which have so far existed between WIC and Portuguese (zones of influence)
That free navigation is permitted to the English and French along the
Upper Coast, and not to the Portuguese, is because there arec with the
former no treaties like the aforesaid, and therefore nobody should be
surprised that the English and French are treated by the VIC in a manner
differcent from that of the Portuguese ...
(enclosure): Extract of the contract issued by the Ling of Portugal to
Jean Desainct... for the conservation of my Empires and Conquests ...
a great number of slaves need to be imported for the cultivation of
gugar and tobacco and the work in my goldmines. For this J.Desainct
is presently offering his services together with his companions, in-
habitants of this City of Lisbon, declaring that they are prepared to
erect a fortress ... on the Island of Corisco in the mouth of the River
fingres ... (1972 in Eq. Guinea)

WIC 124; 9th February 1728. D.-G. demonstpated that although we have

not given the least provocation, the English continue to endanger the
peace and friendship between our Nations with their villainies ...

bribing our subject Natives, as we are being informed by those of

Fantyn and Foutou, and by taking away the Comp.'s canoes and their
cargoes, its gold, merchandiss and servants, keeping the latter in prison.
On the 7th of this month they attacked in a very inimical manner the lioble
Comp.'s landsboot (supply-boat?) sailing to Crévecoeur with men, victudls,
building-materials and war-ammunition, killing some of the servants on

) and shackling others, without making any distinction between black

. are no ships of their Company on the Coast. But since
: their one ship "Glarendonﬁ is at the momeant at jcecra,
it was resolved to order the Capt. of the newly

8 ' to chase aforesaid ship ... in order to get
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6th March 1728. D.-G. reported that the "Phoenix’ had failed to inter-
cept the ‘Clarendon'. It was therefore agreed to order the Captain of
the "Phoenix” to continue to cruise along the Upper Coast and see that
he intercept another RiAC ship. D.-G. stressed the importance of rahsoms
ing such a ship, which would be the only means of forcing the English

to give up the Noble Comp.'s vessels, men and effects ...

21st April 1728 ... resolved to send the iGroot Bentvelt” ... to inter-

cept a ship of the RiC expected to sail from Cabo Cors to the Lower
Coast to supply some forts there

29th April 1728 ... resolved to attempt to intercept more Portuguese
ships, either with the "Groot Bentvelt? or the "Phoenix’, considered

that Portuguese ships form a legal prey ...

2nd June 1728 ... Having waited in vain for satisfaction from the Agents
of the RAC for the damages and affronteries we have suffered from them ...
and in view of the fact that a longer stay of the ship iBonetta’ would
cause considerable damage to its masters, it was proposed for deliberation
if 1t would be advisable to take from the ‘‘Bonetta’’ as many goods as

would equal our pretences and legal claims on the RAC ... it was decided
to appoint 2 commissioners to that effect to make such estimates in the

presence of all officers of aforesaid ship ...

11th August 1728. As a result of the continuing troubles on this Coast,
mainly caused by the tumultuous Fantynse, trade remains poor, which has
prevented us so far to supply the ship "Steenhuysen’ with its armasocn.
/g even its predecessor, the "Phoenix’ has not yet acquired its reguired
number, it was resolved to send the "Steenhuysen’ to the Upper Coast and
then to the Bight in order to buy as many slaves an as much ivory as pos::
ible for the ‘‘Phoenix"

4&h October 1728. Trade continues to be poor: four ships ere now trying
to acquire the armasocen of only two ships. On proposal of the D.-G. it
was resolved to send the '"Beekenstein’ to Jaquin to buy slaves, ... Commics
Hertogh having written that he thinks that he may supply it quickly with
i@i required number of slaves ...
e ;ﬁ’ January 1729. D.-G. reported that v.. having been compelled to send
iiBeekenstein” to Jaquin in order to see if ships could be dispatched
ok from there with their armasoen, that ship had taken in (with
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(NBKG 94 cont.)

is being kept in prison here. This has really not happened as a result

of any inattentvion of mine ... '

20th January 1728 ... from De la Planque, dd. Accra, 16th January, with
further information about the above ... the Negro who was mortally wound-
ed by the previously mentioned slave has indeed died. He was a cousin

of the King of Agquamboe. He had been locked up in this fortress on the

request of that King, because of his wantonness.

5th February 1728 ... from Accra, dd. 2nd February. Five days ago the
King of Aquamboe sent one of his servants to me to tell me (sic) about

the death of his cousin; I sent him back with a smell present of brandy,

thinking to have scttled the matter with him. But quite contrary to my
expectations, the present was brought back, yesterday evening, with the
|  message that they would not at all accept any of my presents, and that
they would comc down here to demand satisfaction for the death of the
King's cousin, and that if they did not get such, that they would come
down to sack the fortress and to kill all the whitemen as soon as they
would have finished with the usual funeral customs. I think I have to
take this as a formal declaration of war. I decided to inform the King
of Aguamboe that none of the Comp.'s servants, nor of the subject Natives
had given occasion to the murder, but that we are ready to withstand his
attack. I think however that I should inform you, that we are not all
that well prepared for such an attack «..

9th February 1728 ...informed De la Planque that the boat with victuals

and military stores destined to Accra was attacked by Cabo Corsers ...

17th February 1728 ... from De la Planque, Accra, 12th February: ... I
sec that the English are playing their old tricks again. I must say that
they are behaving carefully here with regards to the King of Aquamboe ...
dlthough I can't tell you a thing for surc, I don't think they are really
preparing for war., I understand that in reality he is afraid that we
will rather make war on h1m, and send Fantynse or others on his back. T
believe this, because on./fylet it be said to him, that before he under-
takes anything, he should keep in mind what happened to the King of Tida,
: y after the Dutch had moved out from his state, had been so miserably

out of his own Kingdom. Concerning the makelaer Amoe: in case of
¢ with the lquamboese, I shall be as prudent as possible with him

t him from doing any harm to our fortress or our subject llatives.

‘' Letter from Hertogh, dd. Jaquin 9th January 1728 ... that

,lpt%ar g0 the Mk 32:1:11 acquired over the
13 year. There § a strong rumour
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@overnor who had comec to Fida with his stcpson to trade, has died.

23rd March 1728. from Hertogh, dd. Jaquin, 16th Fcbruary.
put wars of onc King againstthe other in this country. The King of Ujo
- people which always fights on horse-back- is reported to be marching
down to fight the King of Dahomme, who, having fought the King of Tida,
has made decp ditches around his cntire country, as well as walls and
IEIL s

in order to defend it against his cenemics, of whom therc are many, as he

There is nothing

vatteries, mounted with cannons which he hasd capturcd at I'ida.

is always making wars with his ruses, ncver lcaving anybody alonc, and
The King of

Tida can't move yct, beccausc somec of his own Caboccers oppesc him as a

treating the pcoples he has conquered with great barbarity.

rosult of his previous bad government. All the other Fida Negroes live

now on the beach, near the forts of the (Europcan) On 29th

Nations.

January a new French Governor arrived at Tida, but

ing his birthday on 2nd February, the whole French

ABA Rademacher Arch. No. 574; "Distribution of the

Ships for Slave Trade:

whilst he was celcbrat-

fort burnt to ashes.

various journeys made

by WIC ships; memoir made for the Ion., Dir-
ector Danicl Rademacheri’ (liddelburg, 1729)

Chamber destination ship value cz departure return
cargo B o
Amsterdam Ardra/St.Eustatius’ "Leusden 30 Mk 20/L2 /1721 86 /570127
Zeeland Lngola/ 1 Duynbeek 5oy 2l wrecked
Amsterdam M W 1 Bekestein 8/l 26/5/12L
Haaze L " Guntersteyn 3/6/1722 2L/9 /23
North.Q. Ardra/Surinam Akerdam 8/1/1723 2/3/'2k
Groningen AR Eemenes 8/1/1723 6/6/124
fimgterdam Angola/St. Bust. Vryheyd 1350723 2718 12
Zeeland 1 u Phoenix 97 Mk  22/10/'22 .20/8/12L
Amsterdam Ardra/Berbices Leusden 73 ik 20/8/1723 2/10/' 2L
Amsterdam Angola/St.Eust. Steenhuys 20/8/1723% L5/ 125
Zeeland i A i Rusthoff 22 Mk 10/3/172L4 8/11/125
amsterdam Ardra/ " Sonnesteyn 10/2/1724 29/4/125
ol Ry e (looted by Portuguese of Corisco)
Haaze n  / Surinam Akerdam 14/8/17224  18/11/'25
Amgterdam .ingola/ St. Dust. 's-Gravelandt 31/10/1724%  7/6/126
llorth . / Surinam Bekesteyn gl a2 SR )y A
elan i/ et Bust. Goude Put 33 lik 3/11Y1724  22/2/'26
Elmina/ Surinam Lemenes 66. ik 19/ 1/1788  15/5/'26
Angola/ St. Bust. Phoenix 19/ 1/1725 24/9/'26
Ardra/ i Bentvelt 76 1k g s G R B U
Angola / " Rusthoff 20/ 4/1726 ?
s o/ i Leusden 5/ 5/1725 7/6/'26
Ardra/Surinam Steenhuys 25/11/1725 il A
am [ngola / St. Bust. Sonnesteyn 25/10/1725 - 17/5/'27
Q. Ardra/ Surinam Vryheyd 10f 6/1726  17/1/'28
d G.Coast-Angola/ Goude Put 15/ 8/1726 = 5/9/'27
St.Eust.=Surinam
Elmina/Surinam Stadt & Lande 43 ik 2/ 9/1726 2/10/'27
) © 'g=Gravelandt 30/1/1727 capt. by Port-
A uguese on Coast. of G-
/St. Eust. Leusden 30/1/1727 22/5/:28
¢ it Phoenix 18/11/1727 ee o0
' Groot Bentvelt 22/ 1/1728 vaee
Steenhuys. 13/ 1/1726  26/8/'27
Akredam 10/12/1727 s
5/6/'24

Sfefieh oo
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destination ship value
cargo
i & Africa Waartwyck
‘ Elmina Delft L5 1k
B Tlmina/Curacao Amsterdam 16 Mk
the 6 Elmina Geertruy Galey
| geeland Guinea/St.Eust. Nieuwenhove
Groningen Elmina Sem Galey
Mraw L] Vlissinge 30 Mk
Amﬁte!‘f&am i Amsterdam 63 Mk
7eelend  Elmina/Isequebo & = Duynvliet 29 Ik
e St.Eustatius
imsterdam Elmina Guinee Galey
Maaze 1 Piershil
imsterdam & Amsterdam
lorth. Q. i Waartwyck
Zeeland Dlmina/Isequebo & Duynvliet
St.Eustatius
Groningen Flmina Sem Galey
Cruising duties:
Amsterdam Africa Jacoba Galey

Zeeland (exchanged with Ch.
imsterdam for VAdri-

De TFaam

chemil)
imsterdam Africa Jacoba Galey
laaze (exch. w. Ch. Amst. De Faam (later ex-

for Guntersteyn) ploded in fingola)
lmsterdam Africa De Nieuwe Faam
Heptns Q. (exch. w. Ch. Amst.i! o it

for Vryheyd)
Zeeland (exch. w. Ch. ims%. n L

for its slaving duty)
Groningen (exch. with Ch. Amst.

run aground

18/ 1/11k
10/ 1/'35

14/ 5/'16
14/ 1/'18

25/ 9/'20
25/ 22

departure return
28/ 3/'25 24/ 7/'25
29/ h/r2z 28/ 7/'2hk
2/11 /%25 . - 25/N5/ 25
18/10/' 2L 2

27/ 9/%25 Lo/iz/ie5
19/ 1/t25 - B/7/E6
11/ 9/'24 ?

1h/ 1 /%26 19/12/126
10/ 3/1'2k 6/ 5/'26
20/ S/lEE - ALy p e
30/ 8/126 ?

20/ 8/v2n 2

13/ 1y/v26 " Ly o
2/ LL/V25 ST/ 2T

by the Port.

17/ U/ "1
16/ 9/'%L6

2ty /Bl Al
27/12/118

2/ B2z
6/10/'23

10/ 2/'2hk apparently

wrecked on Guinea Coast

for its slaving duty) Beschutter 1L/ 6/ 127
L ships on irregular duty:

Majomba in Angola hoeker''Poelwyck 5 Ik 22/10/'22
Elmina galiot iJuffr.Marial 3/ 3/%22
Arguim i St.Laurens 8/ 7/123

i i it Fortuyn 6/ 5/'23
BElmina Gulncse Galey 11 Mk 8/ 1/'23

i " 10/ 9/|21|,
Majomba Poelwyck 20/411/525
Isequebo galiot den Jongen Dani¥l 10/2/'2kL
Elmina galiot Piershil 20/ 8/123

g i  tiden Jongen hlex- 3/ 4/'23

ander’

i yacht “Jan Andries’ 20/ 8/'21

. ' "Africa” 20/ 8/'21

& Sem Galey 25/ 87122

De Jonge Adrianus 29/11./123

De Jonge Daniél 17/ 3/'25

i 5 / X["26

Den angen Alexander 28/ 9/125

. , 23/ b4/126

30/ 8/726

45 bkyv27

22/ 3/:27
10/12/'27

50/ /25

sold at Elmina

>
29/ 9/'23
by 9/123
31/10/°25
26/ 9/'24
2/10/" 24
25/ 7/ 25
27/ 6/'2h

29/ 7/'2k
2

3/ 7/'24
2

21/11/'25

14/10/126

25/ 5/'27

® e

28/"117127
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| ARA Rademacher Arch. No.596.

Extract from the liinutes of the mecting of the Directors of the Chamber
Zeeland, held 7th February 1730.

Director Rademacher: From the profit on trade not a penny has been returncd
of the more than 70 tons (i.e. 70 X 100,000 florins) of gold which was lost
over the last 53 years, an amount we may well despair of ever recovering.
That the English and French have increased their trade so much over the
past 25 years, and arc still increasing, to the growing disadvantage of

the Company, is because the Comp. was not able to withstand their private
tradcrs, and the best answer to this is, to employ private Dutchmen =who
have many natural adventages- who should pay recognition to the Comp.
President Van Percl: 1In the first plaee I must stress that as advisor

I do not foster the imsterdam thoughts, yet I must add that free navig-
ation would be ruinous for the Comp. if the following three matters éve

not kept in mind: 1: that rigid penalties must be applied against those

ywho navigate without the Comp.'s permission, as is done in the East (Indian
Comp.), 2: that the exception made for the Graincoast is annulled, 3: that
only the Comp. would have the right to bring slaves to Surinam, about

2,000 p.a.

Director Piecle: The Gentlemen should not forget, that although the Comp.

has suffercd many losses, on several slaving journeys to Surinam profits
. of 80,000 to 90,000 florins had been made, and that if ome could count
on a regular profit of 300,000 florins, the matter would become quite

S S (Encl. in same file No.596:)
fiirgument of the W.I.C. why no Recognition Tradec should be allowed on the

Coast of Africa, and Refutation of the conditions which the PBrovincial
Listates of Zeeland have resolved to put forward before consenting to

the prolongation of the Company's Charter"(printed, 1730, with hand-
written notes by Rademacher in margin)

The Province of Zecland has always insisted that the navigation to the
Coast of Africa should be opened up, but in 1710 the Chambers resolved
unanimously to rejcct all projects of such nature. If we are now con-
Sidering whether the Coast of Africa should be visited by the Company
aluno* (note R. in margin: "alone"! nowadays at least 200 English and

200 Prench ships navigate every year on that Coast, and not more than
about 5 or 6 ships of the Comp.!) or by private traders paying recognition
dues, it should bgrmemghefed that our aim is to pay higher dividends® (note

in margin: The Comp. hasn't paid any dividend from profits in 55
}ﬁhﬁ'cost of maintenance of the Coast of Guinea amounts to 150,000
5 ‘hﬁﬂfit the Company were to order two more cruisers, which would
'.Srgﬁitgade were to be introduced, it would necd another

- The Company would have to leave most of its trade to
- well known that very little or no tradc at all would
: 3 the ives will come to the beach to
ts, who can sell at lower prices
' &ﬂb@ﬂ ; te
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7eeland proposes) is to receive 1,500 florins per ship, 50 ships would
provide us with a revenue of only fl, 75,000, which is far less than we
need. The trade on the islands of Curagao and St.Bustatius is languishing,
in particular since the King of France has issued strict orders in 1727
forbidding French purchases of slaves on Curagaof (note R.: yet, the Span-
ish and others are buying enough slaves there)

The English and the French have the advantage that they can put cargoes
consisting of products from their own countries on board of their ships,
and that their markets for slaves are easier, because of the great size

of their colonies; moreover, the French have the considerable advantage

of the Asiento Contract™ (note R.: ships can be equipped as economically
by private traders in Holland as by those in England and France; arms and
ammunitions, powder, cowries, Guinea bedshects, Lidge flint-loocks, basims
etc., German braas and iron ware, are they cheaper or better in England

or France ? Why then would those Nations come here to buy them in order

to sell them in Africa 2) ....

(encl.)"lMatters to be taken into consideration for the Well-being of the

Noble Comp.? ...
«:s Private traders could supply the WIC with slaves for the following

prices: a good male slave from the Gold Coast fl. 70.~
U female L] il 1 17 i i 56__
IR male M " Fida or Jaquyn i 80, -
i 1 female L] ii il n il n (50}
" male 7 i Angola " 60.-
n 1 female 1 i i 1 55.- (sic)

(encl.) Short Memoir to demonstrate that the slave trade is inseparable
of the free tradec under payment of Recognition (n.d., 1729 or'30)

29s In the first place it should be observed that that part of Africa

which as of old is known as the "Gold Coast’ because of the great quantity
of gold which was at one time purchased there by the Comp. as well as by
Duteh private ships, has now virtually changed into a pure Slave Coast;

the great quantity of guns and powder which the Buropeans have brought

there from time_ to time, has given cause to terrible wars among the Kings,
Pzgpces and Caboceers of those lands, who made their prisoners of war
glaves; these slaves were immediat@ly bought up by the Luropeans at steadily

incresing prices, which in its turn animated again and again those people

to0 renew their hostilities, and their hope for big and easy profits made

1 forget all lghqpr, using all sorts of prectexts to attack each other,
reviving old disputes. Consequently there is now very little trade

2 the coast Negroes, except in slaves, and those coast Negroes constant-

the passages closed, preventing Nations situated morc in the int-

. bringing their gold, ivory &c. to the Coast, thus also making cven
‘Fiinnthey sell Europcan goods to those of the interior.
every year hundreds of ships, and the French, Danes and

efore pay fairly high prices
e English have the considerable



¥ "ah

v '

=158~

their company, and the Portuguese pay 10% to the Dutch WIC at the forts ,
' but nothing at Fida and other places. It would be very misleqding to
imagine that the Dutch VWIC werec as much master of Africa as the East
Indian Company is of the Moluccasg the English have apart from their
trading placcs already ten forts and castles, &he Danes too have import-
| ant tradeposts, but in reality the Portuguese have more power in 2
ifrica than all the other European Nations put together, because through

their missionaries they have brought the Natives to greater subordination,

. and therefore they are in a better position to supply their colonies with

slaves ... Lf we had not natural privfiges over and above the English, it

| would not be possible to pay such large sums of recognition to the Comp.

) and yet make profit. But our gunpowder is consicerably cheaper, as well

i as the copper basins, in spite of their being sold with 2 stuyvers import-

; duty per pound., Fire-arms and East Indian goods are in large supply and

! Bold as cheap as elsewhere. loreover, the Natives clecarly prefer Dutch
goods to those of other Nations. Of the 7,000 Ilarks or 3,500 lbs of gold

which are annually being bought here in pcace-time, as has been calculated

by very cxpericnced officers and merchants there, the WIC buys 1,500 lik,

J the RAC 1,200, Dutch interlopers 1,500, English interlopers 1,000 and

the Portugucsc and Prench together 800. It is well known that since
about 1719 hardly any gold has been brought here from Africa by private
Dutchmen. If it could be said with certainty that the WIC had since

that time brought 3,000 Mk to the Nethcrlands every year, we would indeecd

support the counter-arguments.

Some remarks on the "lMemoir': ... Gold-purchases have been very irregular:
. if the indigenous pcople arc at peace with one another, the supply of gold

inereases, but war impedes the trade. For many years the Brandenburgers

did not buy any gold. The Portuguese bring more gold to the Coast than
ﬁhﬂ# they buy there, and secem to be only intercsted in slaves. ... If
.§§§¥§ were another 1,000 whites in Surinam, 10,000 slaves could be sold

1;ﬂ§l§g, The idea that Surinam would not have progressed in the last 70

) gﬂ_ye&rs is entirely wiong: about 50 years ago there were not more

:_%he coast-plantatiens, and every ycar at least 25 to 28
f@a@ there. When that colony owed the WIC 1 million florins,
badly paid, and the Comp. has lost at least L to 500,000
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ARA Rademacher Arch. No. 685:"Poor dividends as a result of Lodses"
Trom 1675 to 1719 59 ships were lost, from 1720 to 1730: 13. These

ghips cost on the average f1 5,000: 72 ships can be counted as worth
3,600,000 florins. Add:
600,000 losses on /dsiento

800y000 M in Surinam

200,000 ¢ i St.Bustatius
400,000 @ attacks on Surinam
BREy000 - 7 1 i Curagao
Ho,000 U 1 IS Tsequebo

200,000 for making 5 plantations
1,000,000 cost of building 20 ships

200,000 paid for Fort Fredericksburg

50,000 lost in the war with Jan Conny

%00,000 " on loans
8,250,000 55 years of maintenance of possessions in Guinea ad 150,000 p.a.
B5y000,000: i Z g i " Isequebo & St.Custatiug

1,175,000 maintenance of Surinam from 1683 to 1730

11,700,000 dividends: once of 2%, ? times of 3%, 11 times of 4%, 8 times
"""""" of 5%, 2 times of 6% and once of 10%

34,325,000 florins total.

WIC 126; Minutes of Elmina Council.
Lth April 1730. D.-G. J.Pranger demonstratcd that on 15th January 1730
Capt. C.Bolder had found on boamd of a Portuguesec snow arriving from
Brazil on the roads of fort Hollandia several slaves who had been bought
on the Upper Coast. But whilst our people were alrcady on hoard of that
snow, the English Capt. Wm. Snekgrave, who happenecd also to be on those
roads, sent a sloop with men to the Portuguese, and thc chief mate of
that Caﬁtain instigated the Portuguese not to anchor, warning them that
otherwise their ship would be confiscated; and although the Portuguese,
after Capt. Dolderds second warning-shot had already let go amain, they
| decided, as a result of the incitements of the said mate, to chase from
I their board with muskets and swords our men, which Capt. Bolder could
g not prevent, as the wind had driven them beyond the reach of his guns.
 lentioned snow then sailed under an Inglish flag, and with English ser-
5@%&%5 on board to Cabo Cors, where it stayed up to the 2nd of this month,
‘;$H&hout the former D.-G. R.llorré ever having protested about this to the

lish., D.-G. gave into deliberation whether this or such-like ship

uld not be confiscated if a captain of a Company ship met it on thc

‘seas or at Ilhio de S.Tomé or Principe, even if there are English

g on its board or if it is provided with a passport issued by the

an Qarlier made contract. Considered, that the English have
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the supply of slaves, and even supposed that they had made such a contract,
weiwoﬁld still be at liberty tc search them, once they arrive on this Coast.
Tt was thercfore resolved indecd to continuec to arrest such”Portuguese

ships and to bring them down to Elmina

29th April 1730. Points and considerations concerning the government of

| lr. B. Norré ... In stead of living in good relations with the Natives,

.  he has done every thing he could to make the Negrocs depart from undcr

f this Castle. Things went cven so far, that most of the young men have

| lef the Llmina crom and taken their refuge to Cabo Cors. The main cause

| of this was his scnding away to the West Indies a free young Negro on

board of the ""Steenhuyscn’’, demanding on top of that 50 bendas of gold

from the Elminasc. Yithout any doubt ilr. Norré will say that he was
obliged to send that Negro away as he had warned the Negroes that if any

of them werc caught in the act of private trade, that he would be sold

ag a plave. But this boy was not the only one who was caught: somebody
clse was caught in the samec manner, so why not send that one away too?

It is clear that H.H. had a strong dislike (for whdt roason we .do.not know)
of thu Negro who was scnt away. . The onc who was allowed to stay paid

a fine of onc slave and 27 Angels of gold, whilst the one who was shipped
off to the West Indies had offered him not less than 4 slaves. The llegroes
rightly rioted about this, and for that recason he fined them 50 bendas ..

(Pranger further accused N. of having kept in chains a trader from Abremu
who owed him a certain sum, although he had no right to proceed against

‘a foreipn Negro' in such a manner, and when on his threat to send him too
a8 a slave to the W.I, the people of Abremu had threatened with an invasion,
he had blackmailed him to pay a fine of L4 slaves and 2 cows, worth 4 oz. of
gold, ond of a number of other extortions. He also accused him of causing
gsoricus losscs by not listening to the advice of the Council. e.g. in khe
appointiient of certain commanders, like that of A.M.Vrolyk, a drunkard

who made the Comp. lose mnore than 11 Mk of gold at Komenda and on wiion
several negative rcports existed already on his conduct at Yhydah and
Jaquin. )

50th April 1730. D.-G. read out a letter from ondercomimies Gawron, terip-
orarily charged with the command at Accra in the absence of Chief Merchnnt

J.De la Plangue, concerning, among other things, Aquamboc natters: ...

3_ﬁ§§?@ay the King of ..quamboc sent me a boy with some yams and two ankers

ﬂgﬂm-wine, one for me and one for Eykoma. Iis Hajesty requests me
"get the old palaver, and to rcstore the old friendship, begging me,
ﬁﬂ,Byknma,»to send a boy to Aquamboe to finish the palaver; he

s that he has no wish to be our ememy or to make war on us,

- had been incited b§ others who had ¥turned his cabes to it'i.
i it would indeed not be better to settle
(although the King of Aquamboe is in the
shown himself so submissive, and wae the
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(W: A126 cont.) :
lgth Hay 1730. D.-G. announccd that he had received from commics Hertogh

at Jaquin a request to be provided with all the servetten, graoetjes Qnd
saffaes (linen and woollen cloths) brought from Holland by the ship

Waartwyk ... and as it appears from the monthly accounts which he scnt
that we may expcct 41 Mk of gold as a result of his dispatch of the ship
iiBrandenburg’’ and his sales to thc Portugucse Capt. Joh. Pasqual de Soysc,
H.E. suggested to send the petitioned goods to him, and, as there are

at the moment no ships of the Comp. on these roads and the Portugucse
Capt. Manocl Viero Soute had offercd his services, to ship them by means
of his ship. D.-G. decmonstrated furthermore that ondercomiies Aemilius
had reported to .Assistant Commics J.Elet, at Cormantyn, that on 11th May
a Portuguese ship had arrived at .nemaboe in order to trade there. .is
according to their passports Portuguese nationals have no permission to
do s0, but may tradc on this Coast only at Popo, Fida, Jaguyn and ippa,

it was resolved to send with immediate effect Lquipagicmeester De (EisoraEtal
together with a corporal and 10 soldiers to the Anemaboe roads to inform
that Portuguese Capt. about this (but finding him still there on the

roads to lecave him in peace) and to attack him -with all possible pre-
caution~- as soon as he makes sail refusing to be ‘mearched. If as a result
of such a scarch any slaves, platthiljos, cowries etc. arc found on hoard,

they should bc confiscated and brought herc.

1st June 1730. D.-G. proposed to send the small ship Juffr.largarecthal
to Jaquyn, now that it has been unloaded of its salt, with cowries and
platthiljos, which according to Commies Hertogh are recquired therc.

li.E. showed a paragraph of Hertogh's letter of 29th ilay in which he
wrote that thc English sell their cowries at Jaguyn as well as along

the rest of the Coast for 100 lbs per benda, and in which he begged to
_be allowed some favour in that respect too, for the well-being of his
trade, requesting permission to sell the cowries for 80 lbs per benda ...
Hembers were however of the opinion that onc should not allow him to
gell. the cowries morc than 72 1lbs per benda in view of their high price
in H?lland.

th June 1730. Reply of lir. Norré to accusations by D.-G.J.Pranger.
- (explaining that the man he had shipped to the W.I. was in fact a

. reeidivist, who had already stolen many goods from him, whilst the
ot er one, who had not been sent away, had only been the first's
‘uenu:y" That the 30-40 Elminese who had cone to the aid of the
st and ‘treated us in such an inimical manner’ werec always around

h@mae of the Thgoexer (mulatto) Andries, near the bridge. On sev-
¢ ans riots have started from that house, and I thercfore dec-
. to the ground and to use it as two store-houses (sic).

'ee whiuh it had occupied I filled with a strong wall,
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(UIC 126 cont.)

| 14th June 1730. ... deliberation on a request by Jac. Elet, who has

now for more tham 5 years had the command and the direction of the trade
at Fort imsterdam at Cormantyn, where he was appointed Commies in 1726

by Hr. Valckenier, . which the Hon. Dircctors have never been willing

to take into consideration, although he has seen a great number of persons

: - : d FA 2
. who had served under him being favoured with avancements. Iir. Elet cori-

plains that his service of more than 8% years scems to be counted as

nothing, and wishes thereforeito request T.Hs. to allow him to resigm ...

The council took into consideration that petitioner is a man of great

ability and experience, and really one of the best servants of the Comp.
on the Coast, and decided therefore to propose him in provisional selectioci

as Oppercomnics Supernumerair, in the hope of changing his mind in this way.

Lth August 1730, D.-G. communicated to the Members that one Joseph Torreu,

1

{

:

l

l

# at present Governor of a certain stronghold which the Portuguese had started
| had

|

to erect at Fida in 1721, arrived on 30th July at this Castle. Il.D.

asked him, when he paid his recognition-dues, what was the reason that

his ship seemed so heavily loaded, on which T. had replied that this was
I  caused by the building-materials which he had in his cargo for the con-
| ptruction of a new stronghold at mentioned place. He elucidated that he
had becn commissioned by his lMasters to abtain, by mecans of prescnts,
from the Fida King that they could transfer the stronghold which they
have now at about an hour's distance from the sea to the beach itself,
something which up to now has not been permitted to any of the Buropcans,

and also, that if this reconstructed fortification proved to be success-—

ful, lis Portugues Majesty would send two war-ships with all that would

be needed for the extension and reinforcement of that building. Vhen

the guestion was put to him on whose authority he was to start his build-
ing activities, and whether His Portugues Majesty had aggrced to it and
given his consent, he answercd that the Governor of Pernambuco had ordercd
to take the mentioned materials into his ship, and to use them for above
ﬂ@nﬁioned purpose, that the Kings of Portugal did not have the habit to

nform only their First ilinisters of their orders, and that mentioned

rnor could not undertake anything without the permission and knowledge
¥

6 Majesty ... D.-G. noted that wmany harmful consequences arc to be
cted for the wellbeing of the Noble Company from this Portuguesc

ur, and suggested that the Council should provisionally call the

on of T.Hs the Directors to it, and petition them for clear and

"‘"ﬂuﬁnaeae,galey“ on account of his having
Lp %‘ﬂ#l' and 2 female slaves, as well as a
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v.mﬁi&mﬁthe§more to request H.E. the Viceroy of Brazil and also the

Governor of Pernambuco to warn their subject Merchants who go to trade

. to this Coast, issuing strict orders not to do the least trade along

| the Upper Coast on their way to the Slave Coast, as they would expose

| themselves to total (sic) confiscation.

NBKG 33; Letters received from Ass. of X.
Ass. of X to D.=G. J.Pranger, 18th October 1730. ... We have seen with
regret that trade on the Coast is so unfavourable, but we see that on
the other hand the trade at Jaquyn is more successful and we think that

| it should be continued to the advantage of the Comp. We therefore

| advice Y.H. to send the ships,as soon as they have unloaded their Coast
pargoes at Elmina, to Jaguyn for the slavetrade, having provided then
with the merchandisce which may be required by Commies Hertogh. As we
are very satisfied about the bechaviour and dircction of said Commies,

| we decided to show this by promoting him to the position of Oppercommies

! Sugernumerair, with a salary of an Oppercommies, but on the condition

| that he stay at Jaquyn and that he does not go to Elmina or any other

| fort of the Company on account of his higher position. /e promoted hin
in order to make him continue the slave trade with greater foree, and
to give him more credit among foreipn Nations and the Natives; and as
we are informed that servants of other Nations resident there carry the
title of "Governor', we leave it to Y.H. to allow him too the use of

I such title, on the condition that (for the Comp.) he retains the rank

; of Oppercomnies.

' WIC 138; Hertogh Correspondence.

| EFEnger to Hertopgh, Sth April 1730. ... is we understand from Y.H.'
reports that Y.H. has the habit to treat the Portuguese Nation always

in a friendly manner -which agrees entirely with our opinion- the present

&Gt%er is to introduce to you the Portuguese Capt. Joseph de ..lmeida

"gilgﬁo, whom we expect you to fakour as much as appositely could he done.

q'&k?iﬂgh-to Pranger, 19th March 1730. ... the Portuguese Capt. Johan
uar de Soyse has left with 400 slaves on board, and the English
of lir. Honner, commanded by Capt. Blinco, with 350 slaves. inother
:ﬂﬁ Hr. Honner, commanded by Capt. Snelgraaf, has arrived. .in Eng-
r ship ha sunk off Fida with 6 men ...
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1it° let it take there the 200 heads of slaves of whom it still is short.

We thought it good to inform Y.H. of this in time, so that Y.H. may have

snfficient time to buy the surplus.

( 8th August 1730 Pranger wrote to Hertogh on Torres' plan to build a
new Portuguese fort at Whydah (cf. p.162), with one more detail:

| that Torres “on his way to Fida!/ would visit ‘the former King of that

‘ place at Popo, where he resides at present?® )

L Hertogh to Pranger, 12th June 1730. For a long time now trade has beecn

! pretty poor, and as a result of the great multitude of French and English

. ships here goods have to be sold at a very low price, because they sell

| the couries at 100 1bs for 2 oz., . 10 to 13 platthilios for one ounce

| and an anker of brandy for 6 to 8. They pay to the Natives 220 to 230

| 1bs of cowries for an ordinary slave, ... the Portuguese pay 16 to 18
rolls of tobacco for their slaves, 80 platthilios or Lo great cabes of

! cowries which they buy from the English or the French with gold. Iuskets
and gunpowder are of no value here. There are here at present 5 Port-

| upuese, one Frenchman and one Englishman trading; there are at Fida 5

§  T'vrenchmen and 2 Portuguese, who send nowadays often their vessels therc,

mits een verlening aan gen Koning te voldoen' ?=?§

and who trade on the beach ./. at Popo there are also 3 French ships.

' Bo there are many ships everywhere, but few slaves, because the paths

g in the interior have been closed now for some time now. But that will

: not last very long, because various parties have now started to make

| palaver about it, and the wars have stopped some time ago. Yo, ithis

§ Ephbe feared that they may start soon again, because the King of Danoniie
is‘expected from the woods at Ardra, and he is not used to sitting still

| fer & long tine. Departed from Jayuin:... the Portuguese ships of Capt.Ll.

| HNoenes on 20/5 with 500 slaves and of Antony Noenes on 24/5 with 450,

| The ship of Johan Berboose and the Pernambuco ship of Capt. Zibene

| werc blown from their anchors in a travado and compelled to make sail

gtraight awvay with resp. 250 and 300 slaves on bLoard, leaving their

| captains and some wembers of their crows in the tents ...
ﬂ@r@egh to Pranger, 6th August 1730. ... The French Director Galle has

fled with his goods to the island of Popo, leaving the fort in the safc-
a3 8
d of some of his llessieurs, out of fear of the Dahommese and hoping

cape the kind of tyranny they have subjected the Tnglish Governor
e Fort to ...

to Pranger, 29th September 1730. ... In the night of 26th to
mber, about 1 o'clock, a heavy fire broke out near the Npble
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ship "Waartwyk'’, of whom I had embarked 90 on the day before the fire.

. As yet I cannot give Y.H. any precise information about what has happened

to the others, but I know that many of them were miserably burnt alive,
and others, who managed to escape, unay have hidden anywhere. Most of

the Conp.'s goods are howver safe, except the cowries from the "Waart-
wyk'', which at the time of the fire were lying on the square becausc they

had not yct been weighed, &8 they were burnt to dust.

Hertogh to Pranger, 31st October 1730., ... Concerning the Portugucse
Capt. Joseph de Torres Y.E. need not worry: he will certainly not be
successful in his intentions at Fida. I do not doubt a moment that that
gentleman is making his expenses and wasting his efforts in vain, because
I have already succeeded at TFida so far, that the Noble Cecmp. could easily
build a lodge there again, or even a fortress; but about that I can at
present not yet give Y.E. any precise information, because we "are at
present expecting to be set upon by the King of Dahomme at any day, as

he is quartered with a numerous army only one day's distance from heie.
But I have good hopes that he may be defeated in the voods by some QGlCE
fing ... The ‘Waartwyk'! left 20th Sept. with 158 slaves; we should,
according to the letters of trade, have supplied it with a greater numbezr,
but the Capt. refused to accept any more male slaves, and as he wanted

to have nothing but women, girls and boys, I could not supply him with
those as I could have supplied him with meheslaves ...

Some dispute has arisen between some Trenchmen and Portuguese, which went
80 far as to lead to an exchange of musket-fare, in which accidentally

2 members of the crew of Capt. te Velde were wounded. In revenge Capt.

te Velde took 2 Ps. slaves from the Portuguese ship of A.Pinhero, and
gailed off with them. During this month 3 Portuguese ships have left,

talcing together 1,050 slaves. Trade remains poor; there are here still

sﬁ Portuguese and 2 French ships, and at Fida 3 Portuguese and 2 French.

?f?!unger to Hertogh, 2nd December 1730. ... We congratulate Y.H. and are

~ very happy with Y.H.'s proposal to rebuild the lodge, or even a fort,

I'ida, and we trust that Y.H. will be honest and cautious concerning

‘King of Dahomme. It would indeed be good to strike the iron when it

«vs We shall make a proper report about Capt. te Velde's behaviour
Hon. Directors ...
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white carpenter for it. Ve also received 3,069 small cabes cowries from
hecra. Concerning Capt. Joseph de Torres I can inform ¥e<B. that this
gentlemen has now taken upon himself to erect a fortress here at Jaguin
and by means of great expenses he has obtained much from the Kingj; the
foundations of that fort are ready, and now all available hands are en-
gaged in the construction of a redoubt; he intends to reinforce said
fort with four redoubts on the corners, and he seems not to mind to malke
the greatest expenses in order to finish it as soon as possible. But I
on the other hand let nothing be undone to prevent him from achieving
such, and the presents which this gentleman is continuously offering
are as much as possible neutralised by me with counter presents, and
I shall apply all my vigilance in order to thwart his intentions ...
Concerning the establishment of a stronghold at Fida, I must report
that for the time being nothing can be undertaken on account of the
heavy wars which are still daily going on in that area, and I may add
that I have enough work here at Jaguin just in maintaining my position
by issuing daily great presents and other gifts. I hereby request Y.i.
to be kind enough to send me two Assistants, whom I would put in such
positions as where they would be most effective for the conservation
of the Noble Comp.'s effects. Concerning Capt. te Velde, who took 2
glaves from a Portuguese ship, for whom (as we learn from Y.ZD.'s letter)
8 oz gold for each slave have been paid, because our Noble Comp. would
not want to have the name of being narrow-minded about two slaves, in
the: eyes of that Nation, I find myself compelled to tell Y.E. another
story about his misbehaviour: the Portuguese Capt. de Torres complained
to me about him, saying that when H.H. had left Ilmina and anchored at

[ Annemaboe in order to see if he could buy some butter from the ships

lying there on the roads, he, te Velde anchored there too, and having

rendered himself at once on his, de Torres' ship, he told him that he
came to search his ship. When de Torres answered that his ship had becn

properly secarched at Elmina, te Velde refused to go from his board,

and compelled him eventually to pay 14 oz aangemaakt (=?) gold ...

-

it

%‘ de la Planque, in thc absence of D.-G. Pranger, to Hertogh, 30th
- dJanuary 1730. ... lie flatter ourselves with the idea that the usual
lance with which Y.H. cares for the Interest of the Gentlemen our

ters will also be able to cause to the evil enterprises of the Portu-
~at Jaquin the same kind of impediments as compelled them to abandon
intentions in Fida; 4if Y.H. sees indeed an opprtunity to bring
sress of this work to a complete stop, or to slow it off to such
t it will never be finished, we do give Y.H. permission to

-

ﬁmﬂ.ﬂﬂd ‘the ‘!s‘terwgﬁn ; 7

\a 2
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possible, as we have good reasons to believe that Y.H. would not be
able to dispatch this vessel at the same time as the "Leusden', and
that it would therefore only lie fruitlessly on the roads a Costy.

We may also warn you that we are informed that there is at the moment
a Pirate-ship with 36 guns and 200 men in the neighbourhood of the
Upper Coast, and that it is expected to come down any moment from now.
Y.H. should therefore immediately inform the Capt. of the "Leusden'
and other ships of the Comp. which may arrive a4 Costyabout this, so

that they may timely prepare themselves for defence ( In a note dd.
19/4/'31 Pranger informed Hertogh that the whole story about the
giant pirate-ship was entirely untrue and "some invented lie of some
sailor’)

Hertogh to Pranger, 27th March 1731, ... Having understood Y.E.'s
displeasure about the construction of a fort which was being undertaken
here by the Portuguese Capt. de Torres, and Y.E.'s desire to be regularly
informed about the develppments, I have the pleasure to inform Y.E. that
on 19th January mentioned de Torres has left this place under the most
ghameful conditions of the world, without having done anything further

to his fortress than building a simple bastion made of a few beams and

mud, which will soon collapse. Y.L. may be assurecd that mentioned

@

enclie-
man will never again in his life be able to build a fortress here, and
that all his efforts and expenditure have been in vain, and that T will
apply all my diligence and vigilance to prevent the recurrence of such
attempts. Concerning the intended stronghold at Fida I must tell Y.i.
that for the time being the occasion does not yet present itsékf, althov ..

ihdo verything I can ... (H. thanks P. for his new title of "Governor',
reports death of one of his assistants as a result of constipation (2 -
ilpersing'’) and requests two new assistants, reports to have suppliecd
the “Leusden” with 81 slaves at arrival and to have bought iwithin the
timei! 113 more, but complains of stiff competition from 2 English and 1
I'rench ship. The English pay up to 7 oz for a slave, whilst H. is not
allowed to pay more than the value of 5 oz.)

Moreover, the entire country is so much involved in heavy warfare, that

f ~ no Negro is able to bring any slaves from the battlefield, so that every-

thing in this country has come to a standstill ... I have rcstored the
@ﬁdge to its former state and ameliorated three of the lodging-houses ...

ﬁnanger to Hertogh, 1lOth May 1731l. ... I have the pleasure to congratulate
H. warmly with the misfortune of Capt. de Torres. Concerning the in-

d erection of a lodge at Fida, we must -inform Y.H. that reconsider-

the matter we have some fears that this plan will cause tooc many
for the account of the Hon. Directors, and that, on the other
‘:ii have established ourselves there again, we would no longer

at present, to attack from time to time some un-free
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’(naﬁe: n.d.) "Received Monday 2lst May a letter from Oppercommies Hendril
. Hertogh, dd. Jaquin 10th April, informing us that a Caboceer who has lived
h for many years at Little Popo, and who has always let himself be used in
| the service of the Noble Comp., has requested to be allowed to spend his
' olden days under the protection of the Honourable Gentlemen at Elmina ..."
Pranger to Hertogh, 3rd August 1731 ... is according to .rt. 19 of the
| Regulations concerning the Free Navigation the Hon. Gentlemen Directors
have engaged themselves ~-as appears from enclosed copy- to supply the
Il colonists in Suriname every year with a number of 2,5C0 slaves, and as
{| since 8th iugust last year we have up to now dispatched from Jaquin only
1,180 Ps. slaves to that Colony, we must most strongly recommend to Y.H.
| to apply Y.H.'s usual promptitude and vigilance in supplying as rapidly
| as possible the "Steenhuysen® with its required armascen, so that it may

| disembark its slaves within half a year in Surinamen.

Hertggh to Pranger, 22nd May 1731 (?) Concerning the stronghold at Tids:
if Y., is still intending to have such stronghold , it is also just and
more honest that I try to maintain (the peace with) the country, and that
can only be done if the Roads remain free and un-attecked ...

I am expecting the 'Stéenhuysen' any day from now from Popo, and have

some slaves for it in stock. But if Y.E. does not secnd more merchandise

I shall be compelled to dispatch it with only 400 Ps. slaves on hoard,

whieh would make a bad voyage for the Noble Comp. I therefore hope that
LW, will send as soon as possible to remaining Jaquin goods still in
stoclk at Elmina. ... I would also like to request Y.E. for permission

to buy here 20 or 30 craft-slaves, because the lodge is very poorly
provided with them, and pray that the building-materials which I requested

earlier may be sent to me at earliest convenience ...

Hertugh to Pranger, 26th June 1731. ... I had the honour of sending to
g}Ei my monthly papers, but they were returned to me 4 days later, because
! the Fidase and Popose are at war with each other, with thc result that khe
3j§§ﬁﬂ have been closed there. HNot knowing how long this war is going to
Ey I have given these papers to Capt. J. De Rhee...Departed from this
last month: 3 Portuguese with resp. 300,500 and 300 slaves, an Eng-
p with 400 and a French with 350, whilst there arc still anchorecd

tuguese, 1 English and 1 French ship, and at Fida 3 Portugucse,
‘fgﬁﬂ‘ivﬂasiieh,ship, from which Y.E. may sec¢ that there arc a lot

at . small place, and understand that consequently the price

731. ... Concerning the establishment of
_we have abandoned the idea,
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Hertogh to Pranger, 2nd ..ugust 1731. ... It looks as if the already poor
| trade is going to be even worse, because it may be expected that 2Ll e
ﬁ ships now at Fida will come here; the TFidase have made a nocturnal raid
on the tents there and murdered 6 whitemen. Of some of these the heads
were cut off, oﬁhers' bodies were cut open and their hearts taken out,
which were eaten. .iccording to the King of Fida the reason for this was
that the whites there did nothing to help him to return to his country,
and that this had made him resolve to annihilate everything at Fida, as
it was clear that he would never be able to return. Aill this has caused
great fright among the whites at Fida, and none of them has any desife
to stay there. Those who were murdered were 4 Frenchmen and 2 Portuguesec.
(13/8/'31 Hertogh complains that he could put 750 to 800 slaves in a ship
destined to Surinam, but that he is constantly short of merchandise, as

ghips coming from Elmina never bring mopé goods than arc neecded for the
purchase of 40O slaves. 'lly vigilance is of no use in this way: if I had

been provided with more goods, I could have dispatched the?Leusden' with

at least 150 more slaves' (he dispatched it with 450 slaves to Surinam) .

Hertogh to Pranger, 20th September 1731. ... I have taken note of Y.E.'s
opinion that the plan to establish a stronghold at Fida should be abandoncd
because it would not be to the advantage of the Noble Comp. that the Roads
remain free, but I do believe that Fida and Jaquin together would be more

I profitable than the entire Upper and Lower Coast. [ shall however observe
3 Y.E.'s instructions. ... For more than 4 years I have now been asking for
building materials which I have never received; I shall now write to the

f Hon. Directors to ask for them ...

Hertogh to Pranger, 17th December 1731. ... Concerning the amount voted

for the reconstruction of the lodge, I must say that Y.E.'s estimate is

not very high ... Trade is still difficult because the trade at Fida is
5till impossible, which makes the price of the slaves very high ... I

sent .\ssistant Hoeth to Little Popo in order to stay thcre till the palavcer
at Quita is resolved ...

- WIC 1263 llinutes of Elmina Council.
;th-ﬂ. demonstrated that for several years now those of Cabo ..ppolonia
~!#§QE of Eguira have been involved in a series of differends, which have

-“i@ﬁre to do his best to brlng this discord to an end, but that up
‘pre ent this had rcmained without the least effect, because (as H.iH.
. to believe) the Noble Comp.'s makelaer at that place,

- tithe Pope', is the only causa movens of all this. H. .,
@B”hﬂﬂ therefore ordered said Oppercommies to send

; . or reflection (sic) hither, but on
'ﬁ§$h~thﬁ zn!ninatxen that thg anb- ‘
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' go there personally in order to finish these harmful quarrels. o..

/

16th February 1731l. D.-G. informed the Council that he had gone to ixim,

. and that during his journey he had found at all the factories between
Chama and Axim very many /Assiantynse, who strongly insisted that all the
refugees from Vassa (which was defeated by them, but of whick many people
had taken refuge under our forts) be handed over to them, nay, insisted
with such passion and rashness, that no rest or time was left to H.E.
to carry out his design to travel to the factories along the Upper Coast
for inspection. In this way he was compelled to limit that inspection
to that of Chama and Saccondee, and to travel straight to /ixim, because
everywhere he was interrupted by these cumbersome petitioners, some of
them personal envoys of Poku himself. Arriving finally on the 1li4th at
Axim, H.E. found there an army of about 10,000 issiantyns encamped within
the range of the guns of the fort. In the previous night they had, under
cover of darkness, invaded the crom and taken from it more than 300 persons
(inhabitants as well as Comp. slaves), and committed many other outrages,
on the pretext that there were many Wassase among the coast-negroes. The
reason why they had retired under our fort therewas that the Negro Ldjeba
llanfoe (who for many years has lived in the greatest enmity with them,
thus causing great harm to our trade) had managed to convince the .ssian-
tynse through bribes to meke an armed attack on the said Negroes ...
Inquiring into the matter on his arrival, H.E. discovered that the /(ssian-
tynse demanded from the coast-negroes that they deliver up the Vassase.

As the well-being of the Comp.'s trade would by no means allow the defence
of these (Wassas) against the .ssiantyns, as the latter are the only ones

from whom one may henceforward expect some trade, and moreover this natian

has always been misled and betrayed by the now fugitive King of Vassa, H.ll.
reésolved to satisfy that Nation, and to deliver to them their enemies, as
' indded was done. H.fE. could at first not resolve what to do about the
coast-negroes, as they submitted themselves as subjects of the Iloble Comp.,
‘promising to live henceforward in an obedient manner if he were willing
#ﬁ;ranuom them to the fisciantyns and to protect them in future. [fter
ﬂ!‘ﬁloaz difficulties H.F. eventually agreed with the' claimants on the
] a sunt of the ransom.
1§

0
Le

This matter now having been scttled and the ..ssiantyns having departed,
was mainly concerned with the problem of how to remo¥e the obstacle
for so many years impeded the trade at /xim, and summoned therc-
;ﬁ%aczoe Negro idjeba lianfoe. ifter some difficulties it appearcd
: 13 ﬁﬂ#ﬁnﬁ his case so well, that it seemed indeed that he was

1 32 bendas. H.E., aware that if that llegro were not

ress wt tsanvar could be made, and aluo that if mentioned
' 1d laave nothing undone to make troublc
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‘{ live in peace and concord with each other and also contribute everything
r; they can to promote, support and aid the Comp.'s trade. D.-G. further-
more had read out to the Council the 20th .rticle of the latest Charter
. of the WIC, in which it is stated that all interlopers who are provided

with a proper passport will henceforward be allowed to come freely into

all bays, ports, roads &c. within the District of the VWIC in Africa,

without having to pay anything to the servants of the Honourable Comp.

3rd larch l@é%téé‘ From extracts of letters from Jaguyn it appears that
Oppercommies/is selling the cowries there for 80 lbs. per benda, although
J he is not allowed to sell them fiore: than 72 1lbs per benda. iAs inform-

i ations are however received from Hertogh himself and also publicly, that
' the Inglish, French and other Nations sedl them up to 110 lbs per benda,

1 .o« it was resolved to allow H. to sell them &d 80 lbs. per benda.

26th larch 1751, D.-G. demonstrated that the ship "De Jonge Dani®l? is

destined by the Chamber Zeeland to sell its entire cargo for slaves at

Jaguyn, but that in the interest of the Noble Comp. this order should
be disobeyed, because firstly the ‘'Leusden’ is still at Jaquyn waiting
for its slaves, and for this rcason the “Stecnhuyscn’ was also by a
recent resolution provided with a cargo for the Coast between .iccra and

Pope in order to buy there as many slaves as possible till Oppercommiecs

Hertogh will have dispatched the Leusdeni’, and secondly because the

storehouses at this Castle as well as those at the outerforts are at

present without any current tradegoods, especially those which the
Jonge Dani®li has in its holds, and which are much in demand among the
Agsiantynse traders, who have just arrived in grcat multitude, and who

would, in the absence of those goods,’ bring their ivory and slaves to

the English, thus depriving the Company of great advantages. Illorecover,

because of the great number of traders who have come down, it is to he

eéxpected that the "Jonge Dani8l' will guickly get its regquired number of

3@5 Ps. slaves, an be dispatched from here much earlier than it could
g§§ dispatched from Jaquyn. In order that the .issjantynse may not com-

vugggtaly lose their habit of trading with us and bring their goods to
r Nations, it was recsolved to unload the '"Jonge Dani&l” here at the

éﬁi# 1731. D.-G. J.Pranger offered for consideration to the Council
t and a coaﬁtarprotest by the English ugents John Brathwaite and
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who is everywhere known as a double-dyed villain (no matter whether his
masters call him a most faithful servant of their company). This person
would on our orders have been attacked by our black makelaers, agents el

servants at Accra with the purpose of murdering him, which is a libellous

lic. Horeover, it is impossible that we could have given such order,

because what is alleged to have happened, happened at .ccra, whilst we

were in Person at Elmina. The subject of the differend, accordiang to

the letter of the .gents would be nothing but a matter of the people of

our makelaers having dared to take water -by night- from a strange villagc.

Wle can't understand either how the ..gents dare to say that thec Dutch would

have hired an army of blacks in order to destroy in lccra the allies of

the RAC, as they are totally unable to show that any damage has been done

| to them by the Natives. They are indeed careful enough not to name the
Nation which would have been bribed by us. ... they also claim that we

|  gmbité the savage character of the lNatives against thome who are their

f friends, and have them panyarred. To support their accusation they say

; that recently 5 slaves of our first makelaer were panyarred and carried

‘ away by the Fantynsc because he would have hired and incited the .issjan-

{ tynse who came down upon them, end that after that immediately 5 slaves

| and servants of the English makelaer would have been stolen and panyarred

| by our makelaer, whom he would have kept up to the present, which is
also dirty libel which the iAgents will never be able to prove, because
the .ssiantynse were never incited by us or our makelaer, and they still
have to indicate what discomfort has ever been caused to the Fantynse by
the .issjantynse. They say all this only in order to disguise the dirty

| tricks of their mentioned malkelaer, because it is perfectly clear that
mentioned 5 slaves were not panyarred by the Fantynse,but by Tom or his

servants. .nd we have a perfect proof of this, because on the 30th of

last mofith a canoe arrived here from Jaguyn, and its rowers reported to

us that they had found there on the roads an English ship on board of

which were three of the llegroes stolen by mentioned Tom (being the children
9f an old woman called Esuon who told us under hot tears about the loss

}M her children, begging us to arrange with our Governor, lr. IHertogh,

their relecase, offering us money to buy them free). UNr. Hertogh
”,RN to buy them free with Mk.1:6:-, but when he came on board with
jold, he was told by the captain of that ship that the English make-
om Awishee had urgently requested him never to set those slaves
1 that Tom had also told him that he hoped to ruin the Elminase
‘Jiﬂﬂh;n‘§ years. The other slaves have also been gpencon secv-
our people in his house at .nnemaboe ... They further
permission on 29th ipril (old style) or 9th
m _’g;l; _q%ngt unnembee,‘ and that
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the reach of the Cabo Cops roads, and quite irregularly brought down to
Cabo Cors. How clever the Inglish are at making noise about unimportant
; matters is also shown in their insistence on calling the [innemaboe roads
nEnglish’, whilst according to the admission of their Agents in a letter
dd. 21st Lugust 1730, they have no jurisdiction on land, writing: "we
have the honour to let Y.E. know that the Currantie of Annemaboe is not
subject to our jurisdiction, and we can therefore not compell him to
resitute the slave he has panyarred from Y.E...." Everyone knows that
all sorts of Nations come and go on those sea-roads, and as they are free
to trade there, these roads may ergo be called free roads. They further

accuse us of having panyarred a cnaoe with 13 rowers and a messenger with

a letter for the Chief ligents. That messenger they describe as a Christian
and a freeman, what we should have seen because of his Buropean attire.
This panyarring was certainly not done with our consent, and concerning
that Christian freeman, we know very well that the Negroes have very little
egteem for such Christians, because generally they have such a life-style,
that Blacks as well as Whites despise them, and even though they are pro-

vided with European clothes and a cane, they are, it seems, not & halr's

breadth higher in esteem in their own Nation. When they say that we broke
their canoe, they are entirely wrong, because it was not only restituted
to them, but the best proof is that it is at present still in usee¢ «os
hen they impute that the Dutch haven't had any trade at Commany for more
than two years, this may be a rumour with which they want to seduce their

' Principals in Burope not to make any further enguiries into their dcalings.

But we may refutc this libel on our Nation with the information that

their trade with the iAssjantynse has stopped as a result of their invol-
ving themselves in the Cabal of Intuffer and other arch-cncemics of afore-
paid Nation. In answer to the Agents' accusation that we would have allowed
their messcnger to be robbed of his goldsBetishes right under the walls

of our Castle, we may say that this is just a lie for which that lectter-
carricr could do nothing but stammer his cxcusc. On the other hand, it

i8 true, that after having delivered the Agents' letter, that man met a

ﬂiﬁ&ﬂ in the crom, whbm he asked if he was one of Abocan's servants. 1hen
‘he answered: no, the iAgents' sorvant said that that was better too, for

INR e

; met any of .\bocan's sons or servants, he would kill him like a pig;

So, if he has had a proper beating, it is only a propaer punish-
such misbehaviour ...
. the matter of Tom .\wishee and the people of Accra, a letter
ﬁd. Aocrn, 8th November 1730 was read outj ... the
aug subject Natives: here and ®o-called
is not yet gm!.ie clear: the Dutch and the
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and the Negroes residing under this fort. I therefore thought it better

to temporize a liktle with this matter, the more as pcople here make me
believe that if the Akimse and the iccrase come to an agreement about the
pefore mentioned claim, that then the former will shortly recturn to their
country. Horecover, therec is here also a large number of Fantynse at the
moment, who doubtlessly on the first outbreak of any trouble would chose
for Tom's side. I therefore think it indeed better to wait till the .kimse
and the Fantynse have left, and Tom will no longer be able to pday tricks
with the help of the lkimse and Doddo Tibo ...

| it the time that Mr. Cruickshank was here at Accra (in order, as the Agemts
maliciously pretend, to protect their fortress against the Negroes we would
have hired against them) we had the greatest fears for our own fort and
subject negroes in case of attacks of roaming Akimse, and would certainly
not ask them to attack the Inglish. The ikimse have become so haughty
after their defeat of the Aquamboese, that they even dared to threaten

the Crom-negroes of ficcra that if they refused to contribute something

for the ruin of iquamboe, that they would come to take it by force; so

we had trouble enough to satisfy these robbers, who &keupbtrsuaded that
the fccrase arc greatly obliged to them for having taken this trouble ...
D.=G, demonstrated with another letter from Mr. de la Planque, dd. lccra,
29th October 1730 that indeed we were preparing ourselves for defence:

.+« Since the arrival of Amoc with the envoy of the fkimse we have not
yet learnt what this envoy is bringing us, but I just heard that he would
hiave come here in order to demand from the fortresses here a certain
gratuity for their defcat of the iquamboese, which would easily amount

to scveral bendas, and that in case of refusal they would try to get it
by means of force; it is said that the Caboceer Doddo Tibo is the inventor
of this plan, and that he has proposed it to the .kimse ...

E&ﬂﬁhew letter, also from Accra, and written by lr. Van Blittersdorp on
3ﬂ§§‘0ctcber 1730, was read out: ... To-day the makelaer imoe came with

lcera Caboceers in the fort, reporting that the .kimse had demanded

‘hundred bendas from them, and that they had been compelled to

. Of these 200 would have to be paid by this Crom, and the
J hy the two others. They requested us therefore to lend to
sary traﬂegaods for that purpose ...

ry about a deserter Jan Dirkse, alias John Richardson,
r and claimed to be a British subject, and
right of protection of the inglish at Sekondi. lc-
is however born on Curagao as son of one Truytje
h. Peake ﬂm hmmver that he could not be
d how that
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msff@fjtto Pranger, 30th May 1731l. ... We consider it necessary to
ecommend to Y.l. seriously to pay more attention than has hitherto been

lone by Y.E.'s predecessors to the promotion of the discovery of minerals,

Jecause the condition of the land and its products demonstrate undeniably

‘hat it is very rich in gold, and we are therfore convinced that with

sore industry (=diligence) it could be made into a second Brazil.

In o;der to expedite matters in this connection, we would like to recomm-
end to Y.E. to take up contact with Brazil in order to arrange for the
appointment of 2 or 3 persons working there in the goldmines,as Assiatante
in the service of our Company, on the promise that they would, in case

of a favourable outcome, enjoy 25% of the profits.

JIC 138; Iertogh Correspondence.

| Pranger to Hertogh, 9th February 1732.
that we would not like to expose the lloble Comp.'s
the Natives ... Concerning

Y.H. should really try to

«.. Goncerning the establishment

lat Fida, we repeat
| effects and servants to the unsteadiness of
| the reconstruction of Y.H.'s lodge at Jaquin,
gpend less, and for instance make use of local carpenters, in the same
way as we do here on the Gold Coast. Y.H. should never forget that there
is nothing on this world more important than our care for the general

| well-being of our llasters, the Hon. Directors ...

. (follows:
H 5000 Ps. plhthllgos 20 Ps. silk atlassen

@@9 vhite ¥ guinesen 500 shért iron bars

0 servetten 2 mas red coral ad 3 lMk.
caffaas 126 yds. red linen

iiTnvoice lierchandise Jaquyn'):

) graetjes 11,994 1bs. cowries

) lemeniassen 5,000 gunpowder
j  native chintr 180 kelders Feench Brandy
i ) handkerchiefs of 15 bottles each

ng materials:

te mason (sic!) 1 corners (=?) 1 bending-pliers
blacksmith 1 bow-file 1 cutting iron
of bellows 1 soldering-bolt 1 square
16 chiedis 1 three~bow (=2)
12 files 6 hinges
5,000 yellow bricks 1 pair of pincers
1 pihbksaxe 2 eye-irons
1 bench-vice
1 sovereign pliers (=?)
re (2) 2 bench-hammers

'y 21lst March 1732.

wee Lt 18 with the greatest regret

rt that I don't see any chance to dispatch the “Stad
=gnmhareﬂ here, within a month, because thc roads
‘ac a result of the continuing war, and

é.a m‘mght pgra m 8 L 9 ﬂa,ys, vith
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Hertogh tp Pranger, 16th April 1732, ion the Island of Appa'.

This is to inform Y.E. about the sad situation at Jaquin, where I was

on 2nd April suddehly and unexpectedly attacked by the Dahommeese enemies,
'in a manner which hardly gave me the chance to save my own life, and in
'my flight I had to leave behind my Ondercommies and both of my Assistants
and other whitemen serving under me, with the exception of the foreman

wﬁo managed to escape with me and who joined me going to the island’

| of Lebee. But of those I left behind, my own people as well as the ‘
’French and the English, I cannot tell the least news +.. On the 9th of
fthis month I left the island of Lebee and went to Appa, so that I am now
on a safe island where no enemy can ever come, because there is no safer
:place where the Company could ever establish a lodge, and it is also

quite appropriate for Trade. I have therefore asked Capts. Moy Lievens
and Jan Vlugt to come here to take in their slaves. Capt. Vliugt still

has all his goods on board, and I shall dispatch Capt. Moylivens (sic)

as soon as he has his drinking-water on board with a number of 394 Ps.

slaves e

Pranger to Hertogh, 9th August 1732. ... We were informed by Capt. From

of the ‘"Guineese Galey” that Y.H. 1is of the opinion that the Portuguese

have incited the King of Dahomme to attack the Noble Comp.'s lodge at

Jaguins ... If Y.H. &8 seriously convinced that the Portuguese are in-

| volved in this way, Y.H. should inform us officially of it, because we

can't take any measures on a vague supposition. i/e would also have

| liked if ¥Y.H., had informed us with a little more deatil and accent of

. everything concerning the affairs & Costy, or at least noted what specific

reasons may have instigated Dahomme to chase Y.H. in such an inimical

manner out of his lodge ... We were surprised to sce that the "Stad en

Lande" has been dispatched with only 394 slaves on board, and the "Am-
sterdam” shortly afterwards with only 400, whilst these vessels were

% Supposed to sail with fairly large armasoenen, considering the large

Qﬁiﬂ*ity of tradegoods we had shipped with them, and we are the more
iﬂlllllﬁd about this as Y.Y. wrote that trade at ippa is so favourable.
ﬂl"!ﬁuﬂns Y.H.'s request for permission to build a lodge on the Island

Ea@aﬂaa we do not want to charge the Noble Company with unnecess-
- without a promise of considerable commercial advatages,

uently expect from Y.H. precise informations concerning

e¢s of slaves per head &c., because not only has Y.I.
ﬁﬁan of eoats fnr the mere repairs of Y.H.'s
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shall never again resolve to send any slave-vessel (to you) unless we

get clear evidence that the Noble Comp. is to profit from it.

It seems to us also quite strange, that only Y.H. and his foreman have

peen able to escape, and that there was no such opportunity for V.H.'s

| llessieurs and other whitemen, whilst one would say that their way to
}retire should have been open ... and also that Y.H. has charged Capt.

iFrom with so many oral requests, wihthout making the effort of writing

| a letter. Tor the time being we only want to remark that the Proposition
;to bribe Assiantyn to come down to fight Dahomme appears to us extravagant,
fin the first place because of the great distance between those countries,

| and seccondly because it would probably cost more than 500 lik of gold to
‘make such an enterprise ...

In case Y.H, sees no opportunity to dispatch the slaves Y.H. may in the

. meantime have bought or may be buying, we permit Y.H. to sell them to

| the Portuguese for liquid gold, which Y.H. may send to us if there is

a safe occasion, because here it is at present impossible to obtain any

. pold of importance, and consequently our return-freights to the Nether-

lands are hardly worth mentioning ...

Hertogh to Pranger, 26th September 1732 ... As for the reasons why the
. King of Dahomime has made war on us, I still can't say anything with cert-
| ailnty, or even which Nation is most guilty in this respect; because some
say that it is the English who are behind it, and others the Portuguese.
Personally, I can't believe that, because in the time that I was at
Jaguin, I alone have given to the Dahomme robber more presents than all
other Nations together. I believe that nothing but sheer poverty has
driven him to it, thus maintaining his rapacious habits; because hardly
half an hour beforchand we didn't know of anything, and all of us saw
hiow the entire krom was occtipied by the Dahommeese enemies within a
quarter of an hour. They beat to death or shot anybody they met, and
!iliﬂiﬁ of the suddenness of the assault nobody was able to put up any
Jgii‘ﬁEMGE to the enemy, and each just tried to save his life, leaving
is property, and it is only in that way, and with the greatest
ty that I managed to save my own life.
the small number of slaves dispatched per "Stad en Lande’,

. aware, that most of its goods were already on shore, as the
time lying in trade. As for the “imsterdan’, I should
ring its cargo it got quite a good armasoen, and this
iﬁ%ﬂ are here not as high as at Jaquin. Uhen I was

ainwag were indeed quzte expenaive as a result
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| supply to the Noble Comp. better slaves for 5 oz, shan in those days
| for 6 oz., because this place is much better situated for trade than
 Jaquin. If Y.E. really has the intention not to send any further ships
nither, I must request Y.E. permission for my resignation from the Comp.'s
gervice ..
Goncerning the imprisonment of ny Messieurs by the Dahommecse Robbers,
that has of course not been done on my orders; I only had ordered theim!
to stay in the Noble Comp.'s lodge, so that the robbers could not say
later-on that they had not found anybody there for their conservatiomn,

teking that as an excuse to take them for themselves. Y.E, may rcad

everything about my flight in the letters which I have received. from ny

liessieurs from Ardera and Jaquin, and I can assure Y.u. that I shall

not leave anything undone to get them released $rom the encmies. But
presently I must request Y.E. for assistance by some liessicurs, among
them an able person with some experience on this Coast who knows how to
treat the Natives here and who could be sent to the Dahommeese Robber

in order to ask him about the reasons for his behaviour.

Concerning what I told to Capt. From, reguesting him to report it to
you, viz. the proposal to bribe the Assiantynse Negroes in order to make
war on the Robber, I must explain that I received daily recquests to that
extent from the exiled Kings of Fida and Ardera, and also from the Chief
of Jaguin and a multitude of other exiled Kings, who all hope that the
lloble Comp. may arrange for a sufficient war in which the Robber may be
completely chascd away and defeated so that they may return $o their
countries; they have promised to pay all the expenses on such a war in
slaves for the Noble Comp. in the form of a contribution. But as ¥..I.
objeets to such proposal, I shall decline from further discussions on

{ this matter ... As Y.E. gave me permission to sell slaves to the Porte
ui‘iig'iﬂr gold, & shall endeavour to do so, and send the gold to Elmina.
r@uﬁb at present over 500 Ps. slaves here, who were supplied to me by
-"%ues en credit, hom.ng that ¥.E. would sbn send a slave-ship to

crable loss, to tho llegroee rather: than selling them to the

¢, as the latter arc not yet coming this way.

" 18th October 1732 ... On 17th of this month the
boat) arrived herc, with on its board Assistant Carcl
gone frou Fida to Popo in order to wait there for %hc
llﬁ@ht offer itself to go to Appa. Uith a canoe
catch up with the lanésbnaﬁ, whzch he



—1li7iei

(IC 138 cont.)
| pranger to Hertogh, 25th December 1732. ... Ve very much doubt that Y.IH.
Jr@ally did not know anything about the intentions of Dahomme up to half
~ an hour before the actual attack ... because perusing the account on that
| matter by Assiastant C.Hoffmeester, we find that already by 11 A.IM. there
were rumours about the impending war, upon which he nounted, on Y.H.'s
orders, a horse, riding out on recognition. Having ridden for about half
an hour in the emeny's direction, and not being satisfied as he had not
seen anything, he sent a certain Negro who had gone with him back. He
then continued for another half hour in full gallop, after which he still
could not diatinguiahyallP;?pgﬁéythen decided to return. So that, in
aur.fpinion, at least three hours must have passed since Y.H. had received
the first informations, and ergo before the Dahommeese army had covered
that distance on foot at least some of the Conp.fs effects could have been
brought into safety. There are also rumours that Y.H. has kept a large
nunber of the servants ignorant about these developments, whilst they
should have been informed beforehand. But let us leave it at that for
the moment and comment on the paragraph in which Y.H. states to be able
to buy male slaves for 5 oz., with which we are very pleased. Ve pronise
to send the "Leusden’ to Appa, to be followed three weeks later by the
"Rusthofi’ -with a cargasoen for 750 Ps. slaves- to Appa, and we trust
that they will be dispatched rapidly, as the Trade a Costy secms to be
flomrishing. ... Y.H.'s request for the assistance of some other lessieurs
enbarrasses us not a little, because not only arc they at the moment very
‘Bgarce, there arc since some tine also unanimous rumours that Y.H. treats
his gervants not well at all, a rumour which seeus to be proved to be true
by the latest cvents, when Y.H. saved himself with a foreman and all the
black boys, leaving however the Messieurs in the lodge to be disposed of
by Dahommie. Consequently everybody has got a great aversion of Y.H., nay,
this has gone so far, that some of them, whom we had intended to send to
T.H, for service, prefcrrped to resign and return to the fatherland rather
than to have to serve under Y.il.'s orders ... Yet, we have found an Ondcr-
g’uﬁiii and an Assistant prepared to go, Messrs Dc Haan and Bonniol, but
ﬂfﬁmﬁﬂk that it would be rather too dangerous to send these two persons al-
ahomme, and we thercfore expect that Y.H. will also hasard some-

returned
+ss To-day the big landsboot/which H.E. had sent on

%3 to Quita to assist the Conmander there, A.C.Hoeth,

thg camp,'s effects. Oppercomuiies Zlet
abqggpneﬂ qmitn”an ﬁt@ Hovenber,

v
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on land therce is as little security at Little Popo as there is at Quita,
and it would crgo be unjustifiable to risk a sum of 37 Ik, being the
value of the goods remaining with this Assistant; considerecd also that

it would, after the end of the present warsy always be possible to re-
gstablish oursclves there, the more as the Noble Comp. is not in the

least involved in these quarrels, it was resolved to sumnion Hoeth immed-
jately to Elmina ... with order to embark on theiGuincese Galey’, expected

soon froum Benyn ...

15th May 1732: D.-G., returned from his voyage to the Lower Coast, rep-
orted on his activities at Accra: that firstly he had settled the disputes
between our Negroes and the Danish servants, and as they were entirely

in the wrong, the would be compelled to restitute completely aal that

they had taken away fron %?gdgggish Merchant Sparre and his subjects.
Secondly, that the .ickimse/had appeared ot iAccra with a claim of 36 bendas
which they pretended the right to rececive after their defeat of the
Aquanboese, as monthly kostgeld (subsistence moncy), which the Noble Comp.
had always paid to that Nation. That mentioned claim had finally been
reduced to an amount of 20 bendas, after a long series of confercnces,

and that this amount has indeecd to be paid, as well as,for the futarc,

one benda per month (just as we used to pap to the Liquamboese), on cond-
ition that they bring the trade to us, which they were willing to accept.

H.E. was the more constrained to agree to this convention, as mentioned

fckimse had in reality already received their outstandlng debté from the
fnglish and the Danes, and if we had not agrecd, it would/to be fearecd
that then those Ackimese would only go tbuthe English and the Danes to
trade ...

2lst May 1732: Reading of the Journal kept by Ondermecster Bertram Fron
during his voyage to Little Popo (sec Journal), and it was with great
Pegret that the assembled members learnt that a certain French Capt. had
~ told him at Quita, on 29th of last month, that the Noble Comp.‘s lodge
‘ .»ﬂﬂwnin-was totally ruined. -which was confirmed by another French

fﬁﬁwntian whether it would not be Lettur to send an able
gp; information, and if possible, to achieve some
w »rmalted to use mentioned Omdermeester thereto,
: t hither, gvdnrias hinm at thn»
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gome enquiries are made about the manner in which that trade should be
gemestablisheq, ;because so far we have ewery year got a good quantity

of elephants' teeth, which we would miss if we were to aBlish that lodge
altogether. According to Mr, From the Natives are very eager to have
another merchant in stead of lir. Hoeth, and it was therefore resolved

to appoint mentioned From as Ondercommies there ...

NBKG 98; Llmina Journal.

6th January 1732. To-day the great landsboot, sent on 26th November a.p.
to Quita, returned with L4 letters from Hoeth, one dated 26th August a.p.,
reading i.2.: «..7.E, will doubtlessly receive more letters from me once
the Lampi roads are again safe. I enclose some letters from Jaguin, the
first of which has been with me for a considerable timej; although I had
dispatched it several times, it came every time back, because the letter-
carriers could not proceed as a result of the inundations caused by the
rising waters of the Rio Volta ... Around my lodge too, the water was
i"Thalf a man's height® ....

Furthermore one written at Little Popo, 1lhth December 1731 ... The Tapoeyer
(mulatto) Van Laaster handed over to me Y.E.'s honoured letter of 27th
Sept. ... I may report the arrival of makelaer Amoe and Affoery on Lth
November, with the regrettable result that all my subjects fled, and

that everything was set afire by mentioned makelaer's people, so that I
was compelled to abandon the lodge, after having brought everything intc
pafety. With the help of the carpenter of a passing Dutch ship and the
canoe of ilr. Hall, the former merchant of the English fort at Accra, I
managed to get with the effects on board of the "Stad en Lande’, and
Bailed to Jaguin. There ilr. Hertogh told me not to disemburk, but rather
to go to Little Popo, and to take care of the trade there till the "Goude
Put’ had its required number of slaves, which would teke at least 2 months
80 T settled at Little Popo, where I shall stay in thc lodge till the
palavers at Quita are settled. All these troubles would not have occurred
if the interlopers Rhee and Kruysen had not made palaver with the Natives
about their bringing their boats and canoes on the river, and on top of

1t Boted ak pirates, panyarring threc of my subjects, of uhom one was
‘dead in the canoe by Capt. Kruysen himself. If it had not been for
j”ﬁnﬂldunat have abamdoned the lodge. I have had to suffer the

post and not that of the Hoble Comp. The mate even went
Cu&nqrnq to cleave my head. They chased the King
from whinh thay tora the wood-vork
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me there again. Caboceer Fiterre here also does his best to bring
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the ivory trade of Lampi and Quahoe here. At my arrival he immediately
vacated his hut for me, saying that he hoped that Y.E, might be willing
to let me stay here. We have already statted to cut wood for the com-
struction of my new lodge here ... Assistant Hoffmeester is very ill,
and the others are already dead ...

ind finally another letter, written at Little Popo, 15th December 1731:
+ss To-day we learnt from the Negro Tinkoran, a son of Pieter Pasop, thet
makelaer imoe would have resolved to go to Fida, in order to make war on
the Daghome, but that Caboceer Affoery did not want to decide on such

an enterprise before all differends with fAgonna, Quita and Akudja

have been settled. I let him know that Y,E. is very displeased with

his ruining Quita and departing from it without even settling the matter,
gomething the Quitase are very ecager to do, as well as the Accrase who
used to live there. .ind if, as was the case somewhat earlier, more
Accrase had been here, one could have tried to reduce the power of the
Krippeeze a little, and leave the trade to the Accrase, because this

ig a good place for trade. I would therefore like to reqguest Y.Z. to
send some of Y.E.'s servants, who should order Amoe to sétile his
differends with the aforesaid croms. I also leapnt that the lodge was
get afire by the robbers, and that nothing is left but the wall. If it
had not been for their robbery, I would not have been necessitated to
bring the Comp's effects into safety and to abandon the place. Two

days before Amoe's arrival 300 armed men from Agonna stayed at Quita,

but they did not molest me in the least, although I let the. Capt. in

the crom several times know that he should come to sec me, as dn earlier
occasions he used to do, but he dared not to come, and as soon as he
learnt about the arrival of Amoe and Affoery, he fled with all his men,
and for a considcrable time no Quitase could be found anymore in the
crom.

A letter from Capt. lMoilives, written at Little Popo, 16th December 1731:
ves Arrived 8th llovember at Quitta, where I found Capts. De Rhee and
E?ﬁynﬂen. Assistagiygas on hoard of Capt. Hop's ship. I took at once

. %ﬁ@éﬂﬁmp.'s goods on board, and continued my voyage to Jaquin, where

. I arrived on 12th November. We found there 15 ships, Dutch, English,

: ich and Portuguese. I got there orders to bring Assistant Hoeth to
where I arrived on 30th lovember ...

& b from Capts. Jac. De Rhee and Van der Cruyssen, written on
gzmggte,"Wilhelmina", off Little Popo, 15th December 1731:




they could not defeat their enemies, mentioned Negroes told
Assisbant Hoeth that they had run out of victuals, that they would burn
the crom, and that Hoeth would have to leave, with the Comp's goods, on
board of the ships, that they were not able to protect him against the
other Negroes ... het hherefore requested us the use of the canoes for
pringing the goods from shore, which we allowed him to do, in order to
help him. At that time the hoeker-ship "Hooglanderi of Capt. Hop arrived,
and to him Hoeth trusted his goods; two days afterwards the fiStad & Lande!
arrived, which took him to Jaguin, where he had the impudence to say that
we had been the cause of his evacuation of the lodge, against which we

must protest in the strongest terms ...

11th January 1732. To-day we wrote to Hoeth: ... It is with the greatest
surppise and regret that we learnt from Y.H.'s letter that the crom sub-
ject to V.lI. was invaded by an Akim army, and that Y.H. was compelled

to evacuate the place. ... Y.H. has however endangered unnecessarily the
loble Comp.‘'s goods and effects, and if they had been stolen nobody but
you would have been held responsible for that, because Y.H. has not well
observed Y.II.'s duty to inform us continuously in detail about the
progress of war in that area, and about the dangers to which the Comp.'s
effects would be exposed in case of approaching war-activities, which
would have enabled us to take in time the appropriate measures ...

And as we learn furthermore from Y.H.'s letter of 15th December that

LAmoe and the Akimmers have the intention of marching on to the Leeward

in order to make war on Dahomme, it may be assumed that war in that region
is not going to be brought to an end quickly, and that trade for the time
being will remain poor. We therefore think it better not to risk the

Comp. 's goods any further, and to have them brought back hither.

25rd January 1732: received a letter from Oppercommies Elet, Adcra,
informing us of the death of Assistant Stockhuys at Temma, and further-

ﬁﬁ?@ about some palavers between the Akimse and a certain mountain-negro

called Quasje concerningihet landtbouwen van Logidn” (litt. the land-
‘ ﬂiﬁg (or agriculture) of lodges); also that he had gone with the

sh merghant to Temma in order to see the lodge which he had built

+«» there was not yet any gun mounted on it, and that was also the

why the Inglish meérchant had been sent on that mission by his
ﬂbﬂauae they had learnt that he, Oppercomnies,was building a fort
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18¢h April 1732: Received a letter from Assistant Hoeth, dd. Little
Popo, 5th Lpril: "... On 20th of last month the King ﬁf.Quita asked me

| to comé there in order to settle the palaver; I sent back to him the

| Hioble Comp.'s slave (sic), in order to let him know that I would not

come before they would have roofed my lodge again and they have rest-
ituted the sadt which was stolen by them, and that if they did not do

that, that I would close the camienje "(Port.: Caminho = path,road) to

him, so that he would not be able to get a single basket of milh&d

( = millet, corn), upon which hevlct me know that he was willing to

settle the matter, if Amoe were satisfied with it ... I think that I

can make a good lodge here at Popo, with the help of Caboceer Quam (2,

not quite legible), a llinase who helps me very much in everything.

28th April 1732: Wrote the following instructions for Bertram From,
surgeon: ... Once arrived at Little Popo Y.H. is to transmit our letter
to Assistant Hoeth, and ask him if he is going to obey our orders or not.
Lven if Assistant Hoeth resists, Y.H. should compell him to accoupany
¥.H, as soon as possible, even, if necessary, by force and the help of
the natives. On the way back Y.H. should call at Quita, and find out
from the Natives why the Comp.'s lodge there was robbed and burnt, and
vhether Assistant Hoeth in one way or the other has bececn the cause of

it. Declarations which the Natives may make on Assistant Hoeth should

be accepted under the usual oaths of the land ...

21st August 1732: received a letter from Oppercommies Elet, Accra:

++u Received Y.E.'s letter of 1lth fugust concerning lir. Hertogh's
request transmitted to Y.E. by Mr. From ... We readily believe that
mentioned gentleman would very well know what to do with the persons

he requested for: it is crystal clear that H.H. has no good intentions
with them at all, because he intends to use them as his deputies to the
Hing of Dahomme, something for which he considers hig slaves or

blacks too good, whilst that King seems to be a barbaric man, carrying
on a war against lir. Hertogh alone, and not against Jaquin or any other

ﬂltions, and also not setting any of the Comp.'s servants free after his

: on the lodge and their subsequent capture. It is clear that there

} an irreconcilable hatred between “them (and we are fully aware that

%ﬁﬁ%ha whieh now, to the contrary, appear to be baga-
agatelle’ = small, unimportant matter). H.H. says
ided him with proper and good servants, apart
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difficult to advise Y.E. to send thither an honest servant; but as it
seems to be necessary to do that in case of death or desertion,; we

humbly advise Y.l. to send as many servants as may be required, but

to insist that they should not et themselves be abused. If Mr. Hertogh's
pride had not come before his fall, and if he had not said that he did

not want to have anything to do with Y.E. and would send his petitions
straight to the Netherlands, Y.E. could have tried to find out if he
really needed two black masons and two black carpenters ... next time

he may ask for a tailor ...

22nd ALugust 17%2: wrote to Oppercommies Overbeeke at Axim: ... as we
sce that Y.H. a&aB:of the 6pinion that the Company should effectively
establish a lodge at /ippa, we would be ready to agree with Y.H., if
the following reasons were not preventing us from such agreement:
firstly, Oppercommies Hertogh has now for a considerable time been
buying male slaves for prices up to 6 oz, and female slaves up to 4
oz., without haviéng received the least permission thereto, a matter
about which we have written to the Hon. Directors. Secondly, from a
letter from the Chamber Amsterdam, of 23rd liarch, it appears that on
the average the slaves are sold in /America for not more than fl1 23%0.-,
srgo £l 10.- (coastal value) less than lir. Hertogh spends on them,

yithout even declaring the extra costs ! Thirdly, Hr. Hertogh sells

nothing but very expensive merchandise; TFourthly, slaves can be bought J
here on the Gold Coast for prices more than % lower, and fifthly, the
repairs on his lodge at Jaquin alone have cost not less than 21 ilk 5 oz.,
and we would like to know what would be the cost of building a new

lodge. Concerning the servants lir. lertogh asks for, T.H. thinks

that they should be sent; upon this it should be remarked, that it is
somewhat surprising that accogding to reports he, Oppercommies, his
overseeer and a large number of his black servants have managed to
Qpé&pe, whilst the whitemen who were under him did not have that opport-

. unity, and that apparently he seems not to be concerned about the latter

'"ju the least; on the contrary he requests immediately for new ones.

‘eover, sending such servants to the King of Dahomme secms to us
evhat dangerous ...

mber 1732: received a letter from the Hon Agents at Cape Coast,
sent to them by one of their servants at Iida, one
transscript in English) %... I was a while ago
the mortification of seeing severall of Your

‘The Dahomme's Treatment off them is such that
‘manner c , for recovering their Libertsy.

a
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Pinte, the Portuguese at Jackin, has by promising the King to prevail

on You too do it gott the King to promise him their elargement in little
time. oDut to be sure, this is not before the Hing sees some hopes off
the performance off this promise. iir. llartogh does all he possibly

can & they shall not want any relief that's in my power to give then,
but in case Your Honours should not care to scttle at Jackin as the

[ing has desired, there is but one Way ... if Y.Hs. would send one

of Your Ships to slave and pay Customes here or at Jackin, I dare say
iff propper applications were made, the King would much rather sett

Your People att Libertey than disoblige You at this Juncture ..."

17th lovember 1732: Received from Elet a letter, dd. Accra 12th October:
ose I humbly report to Y.E. that at the arrival of the Akimse makeclacr
herec the Commanders of all three fortresses, I as well as the Danish
and the Inglish, have given a considerable present, trying in this
j way to attract them to trade. The onec who spends most can expect the
best trade, and I therefore request 7.E
for that purpose, and also to give me permission to buy each box of
salt for 4 Apgels, as this could be done with grecat profit to the
licble Comp., because although its quality is poor, it is sold at very
high prices, and if the Comp. were not to buy more salt, its stocks

might easily finish ...

24th lNovember 1732: from Ondercommies Amelius, Doutry: ... that the
English llerchants at Dixcove had told the MNegroes of Boeswa that they
ghould stop hoisting the Dutch flag in their village, and that if they
continued to do so, that they would come thecmselves to lower it ...
Inglish captains passing mentioned Crom have in fact several times
hoisted their flag there, but it has always becn pulled down again

by the MNegroes ...

S5th December 1732: received a bundle of letters from Oppercommies

gh, among them one written by Ondercommies Wm. Carstares, dd.
h, 7th August 1732, addressed to him, Hertogh; ... Doubtlessly

t have learnt from lir. Hoffmeester that the King has released

¢ Pinto, and I could also have been released if I had followed
hod, that is, begging de Pinto for it. ©Dut I preferred to
rather than to address myself to the one who is Y.H.':

5. to provide me with some presents

|
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avail to them; they say that he is following Y.H.'s footsteps,
that he has the intention of ruining the country.

and another one, from C.T.Hoffmeester, dd. Jaguin lst August 1732, also
addressed to lir. Ilertogh; ... Fortune has been good to me, because
Director de Pinto has requested the King of Dahomme, or rather the
Robber and MuBderer, to release me, which indeed he has allowed, but
one the condition that I would go to Jaquin and write from there to
Y,lI. that I or any other Dutchman may establish the trade there, and
that in that case he would be willing (if an express request were to
be sent to him, Dahomme (sic), by H.E. the D.-G.) to release our three
remaining friends, viz. Ondercommies Carstares and the Assistants
Chevallier and Kleyne Jan (Little John), whom I had to leave in Ardra
in a desolate condition. The blacksmith and the mason died there
miserably; but as I presented to Anthonio de Pinto that I could not

do such a thing without Y.H.'s permission or write about it to H.E.,
but that on the other hand the D.-G. always agrees with all that Y.I.
may find good to do, he (de Pinto) has agreed to let me send this
letter to you in secret, and I therefore request Y.lI. humbly to
comunEssion him to sollicit also the release of the other three from
him, and to let him this time really show that he has all sorts of
respect and friendship for Y.H. (who has always provéd his friendship
to him), nay, offcring that he will do anything Y.H. may request from
him, even though VY.H. may be persuaded that he is a different kind of
person. As for the war, he took God as his witness that it had not
been his fault, that he may perhaps have the name (of having caused it)
but that others had really done it, and he promised that one day he
woulldtell ¥,.H. which whiteman is really guilty of this war; that ¥.H.
should consider that his lodge too was ruined and that consequently he
wae owing a great number of slaves to the King Dahomme, and that he,
and other Portuguese captains who werc at that time on shore, had lost
enough, ... and that he wished& that Y.H. may be in good health.

se+ L shall now try to give an account of what I know; on the day that

there were rumours of the war, I left, on Y.H. orders, the lodge at

”gghqut 11 All on horse-back, in order to make a recognition of the

) Lussa, who was with me, because he was afraid- I went on
er half hour, in full gallop, and could then sec a few stand-
be ‘ﬁ of the great dust-cloud I could not see whether it
: » I therefore decided to advance yet a little
that moment a party of Hegroes armed with




~188~

in order to take another horse; but arriving there I did not

find any, not cven any Negro, but only Carstaris, Chevallier and two
tradesmen, as well as ILittle John. I therefore told them to lock the
front and back doors, becausc the cnemy was close-by, and then I went

out with the horse in order to look for Y.H., but when I had reached The
@@cat Tree, I was suddenly surrounded by the cnemy. I was nade a captiv .
and I had to spend the night, with my horse, undcr thvnukea sley S cHie SR
on the ground, and without getting anything to cat or to drink. The
following morning I went through thce canp, and I found that there werc,
apart from the wives ond children,not c¢ven 4,000 men. I saw that Paany
and his Bemba, the carpenter and Locko, the Midget,had alse becn panyas:
gildeprocecding ry rcecceognition tour of the camp, I discovered de Pizite
with seven Portuguese, the Bnglish Merchant liceor with his oversecer and

a seaman, as well as La Pierrce with threc men of his Nation, and finall sy
Carstaris, Chevallicr, Jan and the two tradesmen, who were with Genecrai

Agau, who was at that time engaged in a long conversation with de Pinto;

afterwards dc Pinto went to his ledge. DBut the other seven Portugtcse
ghelingiish, the Drenech and the Duteh were compelled the same day to

[ mareh without food and drink, and in the grecatest heat through alll sort
‘ gitSgibsitacles,like rivers,to Ardra, and once arrived thoere appear before
| the King. He trcatcd us to some Bittau (pito) and Liquor, and asked
Loy assuring us that Y.H. alonec was the cause of the war, for
having scnt prescuts to Caboceer Amoe in order to convinee hinm to nake
@ier on him, King. After this we Were brought te the Bnglish Sccond nom
@f Pida who had stayed for more than threce months with the King of
Dahomme, and who had tradcd with muskets, powdcr and cowries. The
throe Fronchrien wicre lodged separately, but we Dutchmen and the seven
Borligucse were put in the hut of Cabo€eer Tammingan. Three days later
the linglish Governor came, upon which his Sccond loft immcdiatdly, as

i&ll 28 de Pintae, the French Second of Fida, as well as a special envo

of Dircetor Bazil. Ve asked the Inglish Governor to speak for us,
requesting our rcleasc, but although all the others were releascd, we
JQQQJtQ stay,in spite of his and de Pinto's requests. ... It was with
the greatest joy that we roceived Y.H.'s letter, and I gave to thw

' | Governor an account, written in German, on the war, signed by
Carstaris, but the English Governor says that it got lost.

him to let for God's sake a letter written by us be transmitted

é’jﬁ‘xﬁa"én to the Genmeral.  Pleasc, ask de Pinto to let me
vﬁ;ﬁ"t lecast that thej let ue go to nppa and
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'g@@ Wi Ewn‘two months it could be brought into its former state. The

merchandisc have all fallen into the King's hands, including even the

flag, and I could them see being carricd off by the Dahommese every day-.
At present I am poor and miscrable, but I would spend my last drop of
blood in Y.H.'s service in order to takec revenge for this wars hin
John is now the master of the kitchen” (Dutch proverb) and there arc
neither cowrics, nor brandy, but I must say that iir. de Pinte is mnot

in any way better off. I do not doubt that Y.H. will show his in-born
nobility and famous humanity to my poor and miscrablc fricnds, and

rerain ny cstecned patron ...

15th Deccmber 1732: Reccived from Commiecs Gawron, Apam, a letter dd.
12th Deccmber: ... To-day arrived from Accra somc slaves, among them
a Pantynse Negro who uscd for a long time to come to trade at this
fort, and who actually still owes me a benda, but who, as hec says, was
panyarred by the Accrascllcgroes without any valuable recason, and sold

to OUpperconmics Llet. DBut as this Negro has many friends in Fantyn, in

(0]

particiutar at fLdja, and alse is a boy of the Cabocecer Kusie Adoe, it &
to be fearcd that if this Negro were to be sent away from this Coast as
a slave, this may have very serious consequences. I thercfore have
taken the liberty, on the urgent request of some of Adeoefis (?) Negroes,
ag he 1s met here himself, to take some of thesc legroes herc in safes
guard in the fort ... Two days ago the Akimse have put into cffect their
intentions concerning the Aquambocse, and made again war on them,
clearing this statc of Aquamboecsc and Fantynse, burning cn passant the
beach-croms near Bercoc which arc subjecct to Cabocccer iiussi Adoe,
dragpging. out the Negroes who were there, and talking them with them,
MREehY Wwe hove, may be to the great benefit of the Trade at Accra (sict)
I also recceived a report from Accra, that some (or cven a great number
ﬁ?) Aquamboese and Fetoe Bercocse have had to retire before the Akimse.
and that they werc thero received by our Commander, with the help of

the Natives, and taken into custody in our fortrecss ....

December 1732: Virote to Gawron: ... I am surpriscd that Y.H. took
¥.H.'s own authority such actions concerning somcbody elsc's slaves,
Hﬂ@rasaa the one about Y.l. wrote in particular as a great crook and

r-nothing. I fhcreforo order you to send that man, as well as
T8, without delay hithcr, and assurc you that any trouble which
out of this will be imputed to you ...

Reccived a letter from Llct, iccra, dd 22nd Dec.:
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By in'ordcj to settle the now long-lasting differcnds among
ing Natives and to negotiate with the Akimse for a treaty.
sagg,extracrdinary presents will be required, such as beautifully braided
cma%hs>&nd dito hats, bif chairs encrusted with silver &cs, with which
the Danish Govermor has alrcady advanced us, and which has had the ctfeet
that the hatrced which the Akimse fosteréd against them has virtually'dis~
appearcd o.-

P8: Kindly cxcusec me for not scnding an invoice with the 50 boxes of salt
which go hercby, becausc most of uy scrvants arc sick, and to-day there
is an infinite number of Akimse in the Crom. The carpenter who was capt-
urdd at Temma arrived, thank God, safecly in this fortress. Tomorrow, the

brother of the King of Akim will come here. His name is Ocrs Akin.

WIC 126; llinutcs of Elmina Council;
15th October 1732; From the correspondence between D.-G. and Ondercommics
Van Esscn, who is at prcéﬂt in conmand of the Noble Comp.'s Llodge: in the
Benyn, it appears that the King therc is no longer acting in the least in
aecordance with the articles of the Treaty the Comp. mad with him on
26th August 1715 ... and now tradcs with whom cver he likes, Portugucsc,
inglish and others, no longer wanting to have any goods to speuk of from
the Noble Comp. Nay, apart from the frequent complaints we receive about
¢ hin from various mcrchants, we arc also informed that his subjects steal
from the Comp.'s lodge, and that our scrvants have to suffer all sorts of
injustice, without being able to find recdress of their gricvances, such
as about the protecction they offer to the Comp.'s run-away slaves ...-
Returns from the Benyn arc small: last ycar not morc than about 10,000 1bs
“of dvory and crecvell werc bought there, and in view of the multiple inter-
“lopers who frocuent that arca, it is not likely that the situation will

t@aome any butter. INor these rcasons D.-G. suggested that mentioned

Beould be abandoned, and to bring the King to reason in some other
_,vggﬁhout risking the safety of the servants, and on the other hand
station onc of the Comp.'s scrvants in the mouth of the river, in

to prcevent Portuguesc ships coming from Ilha de Principe and St.
from tradimg therc. After deliberation it was resolved to send
}ﬁggﬁhﬂndise to the Benyn, considering that iveory is at the momqnt
here else but in the Benyn ... and that satisfaction should be
@g@m ghg.King.about the injurics his subjccts have done to the

Comp., ... and furthermorc that according to the Contract

ﬁf@ﬁmp. vas never obliged to buy therc any gum or red-wodd,

convince the King to agrec with this, he

s ok =
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accusation of malversation made in mentioned attestafion ... and whether
another lodge should be built at Nuita. It was resolved not yet to
prosccute menticned Assistant, and also to wait with the construction

of a new lodge at Quita in view of the daily rumours about coantinuous
wars in tho entire arca of the Lower Coast. It is even said that .quam-
bocse poachers have entircly spoilt the Dutch lodge of Oppercommics flct
at Temma, and chascd the whites away from it, and also that some fAkimse
Negroes have robbed and killed quite recently all the inhabitants of

a village called Injan, situatcd between our fort at Bercoe and Accra
(i.e. Nyinyanu). It was therifore not comsidered advisable to build

mentioned lodge, and to exposc the Comp.'s goods to such dangers ...

Z1lst January 173%; D.-G. rcad out two lctters written from Jaguin and
Ardra on lst and 9th September 1732 by Ondercommics Carstaris and Assistants
Hoffmeester and Chevallicr, in which they complained about their 5 mouths#
captivity, asking if they could not be relcascd from it by a special
envoy to be scnt to the King of Dahormme ... Oppercomnies Blet offercd his
services therecto ...

WIC 128; ilinutes of Dlmina Council

%0th Junc 173%: D.-G. showecd the originad journal of Jaquin and Appa
affairs written by Oppercommics Llet and a letter by Assistant Jan de
Heere written to samd Opperecommics from Jaguin on 9th liay ... from which
H.H. concluded that said Oppercommics has been able to arrange matters
with the Dahomme King in such a manncr that the latter promised that
therc would be again trade at Jaguin as before the retircment of the
former Governor Hertogh, and that for that purpose a roomy lodge would
also be built for the NHoble Comp.'s scrvants on said Ning's own cost,

| and that a start had also been made with it, as said King desircs nothing
| so much as the promotion of Trade ... For that purposc the King had
forced Oppercomnics Llet to lecave a scrvant at Jaguin, adding the follow-
ing emphatic words: "If I let all of you lecave my country togcther, nonc
of yom may come back, and in that way the lodge which I have built on nmy
own cost would be for nothing. He had added to that certain cxpressicns
making clear that he, King of Dahomue, would become raging mad if no ships
came there to trade ... which should be secn as an cxhortation to send s

= socn as possible some vessels thither. The counter-argument was however

= proposcd that not only Oppercomiiics Hertogh had openly declared to Opper-
comuiics Blet that if the General were to rce-open o lodge at Jaquin,

he would in that casc certainly leave the service of the Company, but also

had written clear and nearly menacing letters to the Hon. General, confirni-
ing e.g-.eﬂfaﬁth April 1733 'that he would rather be dismissed from the
: $
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rder to satisfy a scrvant such as Oppercommics Iertogh who clearly
had so fully satisficd the Hon. Dircctors, and only rcly on Appa, and
thus not deprive the Noble Comp. of the scrvices of this gentleman; who,
as mentioned, would request his resignation. Another matter for discussicn
was what should bc done about the despatching of slave ships to the Lower
Coast, if the Comp. werc to maintain its position at Jaguin, as therc was
at the moment only onc ships available, although two other ships arc being
cxzpectdd back soon; but then lembers werce uncertain about to whom to give
priority: to thc King of Dahomme or Oppercommics Hertogh, at the arrival
of the mext expected ship, the “Duynvlict', because tiic one scems to long
for it as much as the dthers
These various points having becn taken into consideration, T.Hs. judged
that it would be by no ncans beneficial te the Comp. to reject such an
advantageous offer as made by the King of Dahomme just because of one
gingle scrvant, the more as firstly it is clear from all the circumstances
that mentioned COppercommics is the main causc of all the troubles which
have ariscn, and that he thercefore speaks with passion against the Dahonmcsec
without however being able to prove anything, and without also suggesting
any means by which the Noblc Comp. could get satisfaction for such apparcnt
injustices; sccondly thc Dahommese had sworn great oaths never to leave
llertogh un-prosccuted and un-molecstecd aftcr the great offcnces he had
comuitted against them, whenever he may be within their recach, and this
ige also confirmed by the fact that on 9th iiay 3,000 Dahommesc had quartercd
on tht beach, in ordcr to attack Hertogh as soon as the main-body of the
army would arrive, as was written by Assistant de Heere, so that onec may
only expect that gooncr or later Appa will be ruined and Hertogh chascd
awayj and thirdly, cven if Hertogh managed to maintain himself at Appa
(a8 he sustains he will) nothing could afterall be better for the Comp.
than to have two tradeposts in stead of onc for the continuation of the
glave trade, this thc more as it scems that the trade at Appa would not

- in the least be harmed by maintaining a post at Jaquin.
It was thercfore resolved not to give any rcasons for complaints to ecither
the King of Dahomme or to Oppercommics Hertogh, and to despatch the

ﬂ@mymvliet“ to the latter with the following cargasoen (follows 1lsst:

nly cloth of various kinds, 25,500 1lbs cowries, somc brandy, 5,000

punpowder, but no fircarms of any kind), and the "Beschutter? for the
¢ of the King of Dahomme, in order to bring a slave-cargasocn for
¢ lodge at Jaquin. llembers werc of the opinion that for the purchase
at Jaguin and for furthcer arrangements there a person of a cert-
"-exéari@nce should be scnt thither ... and it was unaninously
'"ercﬁmmios Elet for this, who should cmbark as soon as
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‘there was a serious shortage of craftsman-slaves on the Gold Coast,
and proposed to buy 200 Ps., ad 3 oz for the men and 2 for the women ...
and showed a specified list of expenses to the amcunt of 24 1k 14 Angels

made by Oppercommies Jac. Elet in connection with his recent voyage to

Jaquin and the re-establishment of trade there ...

10th July 1733; w.. In accordance with earlier Resolution that an inquest
should be made into the reasons why the slaves recently transferred from
the "Rusthoff' into the "Beekesteyn' were so miserably thin and emaciated,
three chief-surgeons were ordered to go on board of mentioned ships in
order to inquire about the treatment meted out by the Chief-surgeon to
his patients. Trom their declaration it appears that mentioned Chief-
surgeon executed his task in an irresponsible manner, and that he mal-
treated hiis patients in a perfidious (sic) manner ... that the slaves'
poor condition was not the result of the non-distribution of victuals,
but that it could be entirely ascribed to the igorance and negligence

of said surgeon. It was therefore resolved to dismiss the @hief-surgeon
of the "Rusthoff’’ from his office and to repatriate him immediately with-
out pay .-

Upperconnies Dlet demonstrated furthermore that there are at the moment
growing disputes at /ccra between the Aguamboese, the Toehrecoese and

the Akkimse, which would cause the greatest harm to Comp’.s trade if

tliey were not settled soon; that in fact there had been no trade at our
fort for a long time, and that the Bnglish, giving continuously presents
ywere drawing advantages from these troubles ... that he was waiting for

the ‘Beschutter" to bring him to Jaquin ...

15th September 173%; <. D.-G. reported on his recent maotivities at /ccra
in connection with the disputes between the fquamboese,.Toebrecoese and
lkimse, which were terminated in such a manner by II.k. that the Lquamn-
hoese, lAcrase and Toebrecoese had taken a solemn oath of frienship with
- the WIC, so that it may be expected that Trade will soon revive and flour-
ish tﬁere~again-...

e

{%%;§20.138; Hertogh Correspondence;
| Sl

franger to-Hertogh, 17th February 1733. ... This letter goes with Opper-

comiiies lllet and Capt. Lindenberg of the Beschutter?, whom we have com-
sioned and authorised firstly to rescue the captive Vhites from the
thonmese King , secondly to restore the interrupted trade at Jaquin,
possible,and thirdly to demand from Y.I. a neat and clear account on
causes of Y.H.'s retirement to iAppa and indications on how to bring

as soon as possible into a condition of prosperity ...

 ,)'%0 Pranger, 24th Harch 1733; ... I spoke in the presence
jfgg*ﬁith the Great Babocier.about the erection of a
behalf of the Hoble Comp., for which I received

. ' I had not been able to tell

sion t& do .so, but I did mentiou
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if ﬁg_ on. Directors of Chamber Amsterdam in a letter which I sent
with the ship ‘Leusden”. All that is now needed is their approwal to
order such to Y.I. I am now expecting lir. Illet in order to chose a suit-
able place on the beach. T may further request Y.Z. to send me some rock-

stones s

Pranger to llertogh, 20th ilay 1733. Ve can provide you with some rock-
stones, but with nothing else, because we ourselves don‘t have any wood,
chalk, bricks, cement &c. and aren't even able to repair properly the
forts here. At any rate, Y.H. will have to wait for the approval of

the Hon. Directors. Ve received from lir. Viceroy of Brazil (sic) a ‘
letter in which he complains bitterly -and also demands immediate satis-
faction- about 474 rolls of tobacco which Capt. Vlugt took, on Y.H.'s
order, with violence from a Bahia ship. As it is not unlikely that H.M.
of Portugal will not allow such violence to pass without comment, we shall

be compelled to inform the Hon. Directors about this.

’ Pranger to Hertogh, 1lth July 1733. ... llessrs Carstares, Hoffmeester and
Chevallier, who have now been released, have demanded us for compensation
of the losses they suffered as a result of the ruining of the Lodge at
Jaquin by the Dahommese. As they were exposed to that misfortune on Y.H.'s
expressed order (as also clearly appears from Y.H.'s letter of 26th Sept.)
«+e we did not think it reasonable to pay this jndemnity out of the Comp.'s
account, but rather to present the bill directly to Y.H. or the Directors.
In view of the fact also that for nearly a year now Y.H.'s balance of trade
shows a deficit we have reflected on the displessure Y.H. shows with our
intention of establishing friendship with the King of Dahomime and to re-
establish a tradepost at Jaquin, Y.H. maintaining that Y.H. would rather
be dismissed from the service with the Noble Comp. than having to treat
Buch a ""Barbarian’’ as a friend, without having received Proper satisfacticn,
aud we can't really see from what may sprout Y.l.'s displeasure about our
negotiations with Dahomme, as the trade & Costy can by no neans be harmed
by it, and the Comp. could only profit from having two rabher than one

~ tradepost in that area. It is also better f£h the sense that if somebody

ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂns to die, the tradec does nct come to a standstill. Or is Y.H. per-

afraid that tue King of Dahemme, by trading with us is becoming so

ﬁhiﬁrhe—may be better prepared to make var on Y.H.? Ve do advise Y.il,

Sate proper consideratian that even if we were to cut off our
and all connections with him, King, he will still be provided
h& may desire by the Portuguese, English and French who
, in particular in offensive weapons. On the other
's last lotter to ii#, Elet it scons that the Lisg of D.
s S ; : wg.n,, in Appa. Farthemsre we nay
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(origimally written) by Assistant Jan de Heere from Jagquin on 9th llay
to lir. Blett, by which we are informed that at the time of writing

3,000 Dahonmese were already waiting on the beach & Costy for the rest

of the army, ready to attack Y.H. during the next new moon. On the
other hand, from Y.H.'s boy Amousje we understand that Y.H. would be
prepared to live in peace with Dhhomme, and we ordered Mr. Llet (who
will return to Jaguin a few days from now) to give all help towards
such appeasement.
Goncerning the 474 rolls of tobacco, the Portuguese Director at Jaquin,
Antonio Pinto Carneyo sent the following communication: " This is to
inform Y.I. that lir. Hertogh has ordered the robbery of a Portuguese
ship, breaking the hatches and stealing 474 rolls of tobacco, when its
captain was engaged in the purchase of Good Portuguese Slaves for 2
rolls of tobacco each, saying that I would have caused the war and
the capture of Jaquin. Having heard later that the King of Dahomme
nad told to all Nations which werc rcpresented there that his army had
gone to Jaguin becausc mentioned Hertogh had united with the King of
Jogquin and had summoned not less than 4 times an army in order to kill
him, he started to spread the rumour that I and the Dircctor of (sic)
Tida were hds (=?) debtors, which is untrue, and which mentioned gentle-
man could by no means prove. In the 6 months that he has now been at
Appa three Negroes have been caught -on three different occasions- in
the middle of the night, who admitted to have been sent by Illr. Ilertogh
in order to throw fire into this factory of the King my laster. If Y.l.
does not punish this evil doing Gentleman, we cannot but believe that
the Dutch Company has given orders to destroy on this Coast -may God
save us- the subjects of H.li., both on land and on the seas, and we
protest strongly to the Dutch Company about all the disasters whiclh
may begall this Factory ..."
We have also ordercd the Captain (of the Duynvliet) that if he does not
Se¢ an opprtunity to disembark the goods destined to Y.H. becausec of
& blockade by the Dahommese or for other reasons, th&t he should leave
them in the care of Ir. Ilet at JaguiBs. ... Oppercommies ¥let has had
to spend 24 ik 14 Ang. for the re-establishment of affairs at Jaquin
 §h&ch got dis-organised as a result of Y.H.'s actions, and this amount
‘have to be paid by Y.H., not by the Comp.

h to Pranger, 15th August 1733, ... Concerning the release of
'ﬁhiimeester, Carstaris aud Chevallier, Y.D. must remember that
ier to Y.i. a raqueav’for some liessieurs in order to get

n released, but (Lo the contrary) Y.E. sent iir. Dlet.
';g@;é have-agrnnged the same at much less expense ...
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 b@M% ﬁhe re—establlshﬁent of the tradepost at Jaquin, Y.E, will in

due time discover that/will not be to the benefit, but to the harm of
the flon. Directors. Y.D. may truly be assured that in comparison with
this Appa, to which trade from deecp in the interior is being directed,
Jaquin is absolutely nothing. Look at the Dutch interloper Pieter
Govertzen: is if not clear that Assistant de llecre bomght from him at
Jaguin a quantity of gunpowder in order to pay for slaves with it and
that he was not able to supply them after having delayed him there for
over 45 days, so that he had to return the powder? And what would be
the advantage of maintaining two tradeposts (on the Slave Coast)? Is n't
it true that Y.E. wes:even never able to send me sufficient goods to
continue my trade at Jaquin? And really, if some misfortune’ were to
befall me, I really do not necd the assistance of any successor at
Jaguin or clsewhere to protect the Noble Comp.'s merchandise, because
¥.8. has always been:.careful enough not to trust me with any goods of
the Company, and consequently I have nothing but my own goods here, and
I am by no means indebted to the Noble Comp. From the passage in which
Y.li. states that Dahomme is strengthened against me it appears clearly
what maltreatment Iir. Hlet is meting out to me. This gentkeman falsely
reported to Y.[, that I would ask for my resignation in order to threaten
ANls . whilst in reality I would do such a thing because it would be to
the disadvasitage of the Hon. Directors to maintain a factor who is
consistently deprived of merchandise. It should be guite clear what
gatisfaction Dahomme is to give: because there is no doubt that it has
robbed me, and also the Noble Comp. of our effects.in .a very evil manicr
and without the leest reason, something Y.E. can't be unawarc of.

T am surprised and indignant that Y.H. does not want to send me the
required rock-stones on account of the fact that de liecrc has dared vo
toll such completely unfounded lies: I would not know of any unrest,
@even less war in this area, and I know fully well that Dahomme has not

least chance to come close to this place; this was alsoc seen by lir. Ilct

sonally. I did not know thaat Y.E. had learnt from my boy Amousie

t I would be inclined to make peace with Dahomme. In fact that boy
not sent to Blmina by me, bub only on board of the ship which brought
er from lr. Blet. But this gentleman has had the politeness to
gaid Negro to stay on hoard, in order to have him at Jaquin.
 § clever plan failed, beseause Amousie decided to return to me, via
I nced by no means liy. flet's help for an ‘appeasemént“, and
on with a-qﬂiheip}qgitable trade without that. Concerning
tions, "a;ﬁ;l be quite willing to answer for then
iﬁ, but I must add that it is rather easy to
Biﬁ bﬁﬂk, and I wish he would have the
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flet, once he had arrived at Jaguin, was liberally supplied with every-
thing he might need, such as canoes, rowers &c. I wish one day an official
letter were oent to' me stating that factors are to maintain canoes and
rowers for their own account, as I have always done, or not, and also
whether this Lodge, and its maintenance, will be for the account of the
Hon. Directors ad patriam (sic) or of myself., The YDuynvliet? arrived
here on 27th July, bringing also issistant F.J.lHendriksz, and it has so
far got on board 197 heads of slaves. It could have its slaves sooner

on board, and its merchandise could be sooner ashore, if its boats had

not been so small. Ilyself I don't have more than just onc canoe here,

and if I don't have more than that, the dispatch of ships will always be
delayed. I therefore request some more small boats, but as big as possible.
I'rom the above Y.L. may understand, that it will be completely unnecessary
to tell captains that they may address themselves to lr. Elet on account
of that false lie according to which I would be under blockade here, and

T hope that the unbridled tongue of Mr. Elet is getting tired of its
continuous slandering. I do not understand what reasons may have moved
¥.8., to demand from me the payment of 2L Mk 14 Ang. of gold, which Iir.
llet has spent for his own penéfit. Ilir. &let should not think that he

may tresat ne as a child or as onc of his subjects. «.. Finally, I would
like to request Y.E. to send me 7-9-rowers! canocs and 3 rccms of paper,
because otherwise I shall be compelled to continuc the correspondence with
Y.B. and the¢ Hon. Directors on cartridge puaper, which, for rcasons of due
respect, I would not like to do ...

Hertogh to Pranger, 9th October 1733. ... I hope that Y.il. may soon send
another vessel, I hope this time a bigger one than the "Duynvliet, as
I find myse®kf in a position to supply in a rery short time an armasocn
of 7-800 slaves, slaves becing by nol means scarce herc. The "Duynvlict:
wae dispatched on 2lst September with 360 heads. I took Third Guardsman
Schutler of the ‘Duynvlicti here into my service as assistant, and also
the cook of Capt. Lindeberg. The female slaves arc invariably bought for
;& 0z. here, but thig is because no other woinen than young ones with
'Jéihﬂ breasts are sold here, and these arc na
. old ones. Rowers of lir. Blet cecme from Sime to time to bring several

trally morec expensive than

of brandy for my Big Boys (sic) with which he tries to attract then

they may leave me, but this will nevcr happen. Dut I am really
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| in ofﬁer to sell it here and elsewhere, to the great prejudice of the

lloble Comp., and we therefore issued a warning that the greatest vigil-
ance should be applicd and that such canoes if they are found in various

bays or under various forts should be immediately arrcsted.

29th April 173%. Received from Elet, just arrived on the landsboot from
Jaguin, a letter as follows: This is to inform ¥ oitile b rile filky S CTa Ll ey

(in spite of a l&tter frow Hr. Hertogh urging me not to go ashore at

Jaguin) in the company of Assistant Jan de Heere and Cndercommies loff-
necster ashore at Jaquin, where I was received very politely by the Dahomicsc
and having stayed for two days in the Portuguese lodge we went overland to

the King of Dahomme, and I managed to get the other two liessieurs relcased

by him. As they did not have any clothes, thg urgently requested me to

e allowed to golte Acera first and return with the boat ...

Diary Llet (reprinted in an article by A.Telting: lien Dezoek bij den
Koning van Dahomé in: 'De Indische Gids, Batavia, 13893)

ves On londay 23rd (llarch 1733) we left that evil place called Gaga by

avout 7 All and by & we reached the residence of the King of Dahomme,

called Bossibounuj; we had to wait outside the Crom, but we saw the Dutch
Prince's Flapg fluttering on top of the palace. After about an hour we
saw the King's bodyguard, 12 men strong, marching out. Across their
ghoulders they had striings of teeth, being those of Negroes who had been
killed in war, and cach Negro had at least 6,000 of those teeth (and one
must know that of each Negro killed in war one such tooth is being used
in that manner). After these,two of the greatest Cabocecrs came with

a band of 300 armed Negroes, marching under the Portuguese and the Dutch
Prince's flags. But our flag was carricd ahead of the Portuguese, and

when it had come near to us, I ordered the two trumpetters who werc with

e to blow a march, and wher the Kings Guard and thése troops had wmarchcd
three times in a circle arouvmd us, saluting the standards and presenting
their guns, each of the Negroes came to shake hands with us, and the two

ﬁgbﬂcears canle to compliment me in the name of the King. They presented

ne and my company a glass of brandy each and to each of us a bottle

a kelder (crate?). /(.fter the performance of this ceremony they
- ‘é:ﬁ me to the King's palace under a lot of musket-fire. After
hour's wait there, the Duke or First and Supteume Caboceer, called
as well as the King's Figst and Supreme Councillor, canec to
Vbry'politely 4in the King's name, and brought me upt 6b the
Kiﬂgvs palace. Ve spw that these, as well as other Caboceers,
e K Chamb¢ r ereeping, and after having kissed the earth

oy ' ghen they came back and they really demaided
Mﬁy b;&ugkt us ﬂith the seme cereuony
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ible in nature and appearance. Ile was standing when we came in,
shook hands with each of us; he then asked me if the Dutch Admiral

and his Grandees were still healthy and if the whitemen's country was

well, upon which I answered him that everything in our country was well
and that the fdmiral and his Grandees sent their greetings. Then the
King requested me and my company to be seated on the chairs which were
arranged for that purpose. I saw a Negress keeping a silken umbredla
above the King's chair, behind which two others were standing with
muskets; in front of the chair a number of them was sitting, well clad,
with fans, spittoons and other suchlike things to the service of the
King. Soon some Bitauw was offered to us, which had a good taste and
resemnbles our Dutch beer. When I had drunk to the health of His Black
liajesty a salute of 21 guns was fired, and through his interpreter H.li.
let me know that this was being done to the honour of me and our Nation,
and also that he was very pleased that the Admiral had sent one of his
Grandees. fAsking me if I had seen his army marching to the war on uy
way to him, I replied no, as indeed I had not seen anything of the sort.
The Hing then asked me if I had some canoes for sale, because, he said,
he would like to have new canoes and new Dutchmen in his country. I
asnwered 1.1, that it would not be very difficult to supply him with
ganoes. After we had been sitting like that for about an hour, a table
covered with a native cloth was brought in, and placed upon it were silver
plates and about 20 dishes with food, as well as Dutch bread and sone
bottles of red wine. When we sat down for dinner, I asked the King for
permission to let my two trumpetters make music with the violins. They
were called in, but the King left us, after making a polite curtsy, and
went to another room, from which he re-appeared in a black dress-coat,
also richly embroidered with gold; after having listened for some tine
to our violins, he asked me to allow him to dance in his manner, and
upon this His Black lajesty began to jump around in the strange manner
of this land, and was soon joined by all his Grandees. After this royal
opera the King absented himself again, and re-appeared this time in a
‘long frock-coat of red velvet embroidered with silver galloons. \lhen

- we had finished dinner, I asked the King if he had ever seen whitemen

'gﬂncing, and as he replied no, I asked H.li. for permission, and danced

th Jan de Heere a French menuet, and afterwards with Iloffmeester a

Polish one, which seemed‘to please the King a lot. After this dancing

: dishes with food were brought in, and the King insisted that we

ld eat again, as our stomache must have become enpty as a result of

7&‘3ﬁing. The King gave a bottle of brandy to the trumpetters, as

% cabes cowries. Then tie King disappeared again, and returned

ke a Negro in a great silver-embroidered cloth; the King then let

. Court dance for me in the manner of the land, and although

‘at that %:une, they "ad to continue dancing. The funniest

3 ﬂmt there was an ugly hunchbacked Negro who had

’ h a fly-wisk,in the middle of this
Ihe :mieﬁwtmiewe, the
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king gave me some bales of flour and salt, some pots of palm=oil, two
cows, two sheep and a number of fowls, saying tha‘{i“by the time they had
peen consumed I should just let him know and that he would then let us
have more. Thereupon we left and we were brought into lodgings elsewlere.
In the evening & sent the King a present consisting of 8 kelders French
brandy, 100 lbs coffee, 2 Ps. of damask and 2 dito?ggmoz n, and for the
Caboceers, the King's body-guard and the interpreters 8 kelders of French
brandy, 20 Ps. Coast-chintz and 30 great cabes cowries ...

The following day I had a conversation with the King, in which I assured
him that the Admiral and his Grandees would carefully study the matter
(between hii: and Hertogh), and would wek Hemtogh, after their conclusions,
to amswer for himself, and furthermore that everything would be exactly
briefed to the lloble Comp. in Holland, as we Dutchmen had not come to

his country in order to make war through other black Powers in order to
drive him, King, away as sovereign, bmt only in order to make the trade

in his country flourish. This seemed to pleas: H.il. greatly, of which he
gave expression by clapping in his hands. The King then said that he

promised to build a new lodge, as he did not want to miss the Dutch trade...

IBKG 99 (cont)

10th July 1733. To-day the boat returned from Benyn with a letter from
Assistant Van Essen, dd. Aggathon 3rd March 1733. ... I went, on Y.E.'s
orders, immediately to Benyn in order to demand from the King satisfaction
about the injuries we suffered from him. He replied that he would do his

duty to satisfy the Conp. concerning the slaves of the Comp. who had fled

as well as the repairs on T.Hs.' Lodge, so that we may in future be safe
against all sorts of accidents wesulting from Wwar of theft; indeed, his
people have already started repairing the store-houses, and the entire
lodge is to be surrounded by palissades. I hops that within a wonth all
the slaves of the Comp. who had fled will be browght back, as hagd been
assured to me by the King and his Captain of War, as that Captain has
got up in order to make war on that country where those slaves have fled
to. Concerning gun and red-wood: that has not been offered for sale for
more than 4 years now, but I hope that as a resulf of the force of the
basins which have just arrived I shall sogn be able to send a good return-
'cﬁi!éght of tecth and crevel.Vith this boat go:

209
s 75 lbs ivory, 2,000 single cloths, and

3 celoths .., (follows: requ&red merchandise: mainly cloth, some
beads, 4,000 §bs cowries, but no arms or amaunition)

Received a lebter from Oppercommies J.Elet, dd. "Logie
8th November lﬁﬂ%. ..+ Condiitions here are rather diff-
o much rain, I have a bl&ckmith, but he is without coal, E
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himself on the River of the Island Zou (sic). As he admitted that I did
not demand anything unreasonable from ﬁim, I went on my own account to
that place, and sent to H.H. several presents, such as portraits, brandy,
the beautiful Hoorsish carpet and a hat. I also let him know that I had
ready for him a standing clock, but that I had not becn able to take it
with me. He asked me why I had not send (them, it?) at my arrival ir
Dahome ... but he showed himself very pleased. I made this journey in

8 days, and I then sent lir. Bronsema to the Island Zou in order to trade.:
iflo French ship dares any longer %o go to ippa, but the Portuguesem who
cannot trade here and at T'ida to their full satisfaction, have sent there
2 ships which seem to do a reasonable good trade there. But I received
bad reports on that place, and those who are here and at Fida are very
discontent about it; they do nothing but incité: the Dahomese against
Appa, which, to my opinion is not necessary, as the King only seeks to

get lertogih himself in his hands. Pinto has become ill and Bagzilio has
come from Fida. The King of Dahome has honoured me more =-according to

the country's custom- than anybody else when I went to visit him again

He told me, among other things, that he had sent his people to Popo in
order to pursue further the remaining people of Capt. Azoe. I said that

I could only dissuade him from such enterprise, but that it was in fact
none of my business, and that for the time being I was only interested in
one thing, and that was plenty of slaves. He said that he would not

leave nie with a single piece of tradegoods, and that I should make a
fortress, so that nore of my people could come to help me in the trade,
and that his enemies would not be enticed to invade the area. Vhen he
spoke of a fort, I asked him if he would aldow me to put guns on it, and

he answercd: as many as I would like, and anywhere else in his country,

such as at Appa, Fida and Popo. Laughing, I asked him if Appa was already

within his power, but then he asked me seriously if "Isaw any work in it®
(8ic,=?). Ile told me that I could be assured that he would stay in Arda,
and not go away from it, befgre Appa had fallen into his hands. On the

18th the King gummoned all the principal whitemen, inviting them for dinmer

a8 well as the English servant Grien, who had come with the ling from
Dahome, where he had been several months for trade (negotiations?). Ilhen
I sav him thersm, I asked him every day to come to eat with me, and I did
Bome good wordis for him with lMr. Baziel, who was also trading there, and
Who showed himself quite friendly. On the day that lir. Baziel and I left,
vﬂﬁ asked me to do a good Word for him with Hr. Baziel, that he would not

. to Mr. Whitaker at Fida about his frequent drunkenness. As a result

wrongl-r mailed letter, the rumour seems to have spread at F'ida that

) Igad spread that rugour, and indeed, later lir. Vhitaker aduitted
such a thing to fbe King. People from Jaquin have coue here
asions, dqclariqf that their King has alwayé‘been innocent,

d lr. Baziel are trying te drive all the other ations away from therc.
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again freely here, something for which the last mentioned King had in-
deecd requested ne vrgently (and as Y.1u. may also sec from Hertogh's ‘
letters). Dut it seems that that gentleman is doing what he can in

order to prevent this and to frighten the Jaguinse. Ilow the Jaguinse
come to thank me, but say that they dare not trust the King of Dahonue,
that they werc fighting for their country, but that they did not know

why Mf. Hertogh was "burrowing’ so much; but the most barbaric rumours
cain be heard about him here ... Whilst I was the last time away in Ardre,
the Jaguinse made their last attack, thinking that nobody would be here
but the Portuguese and his makelaer or captain, whilst the supreme warricr
of this place, Sockene, was also in Popo ... but as soon as Sockene Lad
marched out a second commander, called Possoepo had come in his stead,
and this the Jaguinse had not expected, and so they were killed or capt-
ured to the last man. At first the King, learning about this (battle),
offered to me all the captives, but as soon as he discovered what crucl
intehtions they had had, and that there were so many of ilr. Hertogh's
boys among them, he did not save one of them, and massacred all of themn
in our presence. The Portuguese, who watched all this, were quite sad
about 1t, but I asked for 100 nuskets from the King, which he lent at oncec
to me, and of those I gave 39 to the rowers in order to watch over our
goods on the beach, 40 to my boys and those of the liessieurs, and the
remaining ones to the other whites and the slaves, because there were
runours that Hertogh has put a price on the heads of the whites, which
was corrobated by the Portugucse at Fida and the scribe of Capt. Iloege
wio had just been at Appa. That Y.E. has not called llertogh in order

to answer for his behaviour towards the Portuguecse, and, on the contrary,
goes to the extent of trusting him with morc ships, makes me believe that
¥.li. has no longer any say over him, or that Y..L. is being corrupted by
hin. Everybody is afraid about this being subjected to being a prize,
and the Portuguese Director, de Pinto has fled with everything to Fida.
But at the last moment I managed to stop him, telling him that he should
gp&'ha so frightened, as there were people enough here, as since that tine

least three times as many Dahomese have come to live here ...

. my ondercommiesen are ill at the moment; I don't have any stones

. which are needed for he building of a proper lodge. Yhen I cane
25th of last mohth, the canoe had returned from fippa, but without
aaﬁr than that He;togh demanded the heads of my canoe-ilegroes,
re serving here, and would only have come in order to spy,
brought before the Kigg there, but they had answercd

for bringing a letter. IHaving then taken

[ra .

%ﬁ land, they had becn released.
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all his talk about war is false and without any grounds,
in, Ojome and Appa would not dare to show up before his might,

E‘Dabﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁe were marching out against hin.

On‘ggﬁﬁrof last month it was reported to me that Popo was defeated and.
that a King had been installed at Fida. At the same time I heard that
de Pinto had died, and that all the Directors were in Ardra, and that I
should also go there; but I excused myself, saying that I had too much
wyriting to do, and that I would send Ilir. de Heere.

P.8. After writing this, I am told that lir, Hertogh had Capt. Blanque
decapitated whilst he was drinking coffee with him at table ...

For the Lodge at Jaquin the following is requircd:

20 ps. camnon, 100 muskets and ball, coal for the blacksmith, chalk in
order to make strong floors for the living-quarters, 100 Ps. camlet
planks or otherwise Bcutry wood in order to make doors and windows,
bricks and tiles, as many as arc available, 20 ps. 20 ft. rafters for

| the sate and for he staircase for the upper livingquarters, 24 ps.
forest-axes, 1 caddron for the slaves, 1,000 lbs nails of various kinds
(sici) 6 ps. flagpoles, both for here and for the King of Dahomey, 24

| flags, 1 chest with medicines for the whitemen and 1 pooras (&2) were vlhc

| plawes &C.l:iCe oo

| WIC 41: Secret liinutes of Ass. of X.:
Letters of D.-G. Jan Pranger and his Councillors, dd. Sth June 755
and of Hendrick Hertog, dd. Appa, 2lst llarch 1733 were czamined.

It appears that on 2lst May a Portuguese ship arrived at Elmina, and
that its Captain tramsmitted to the D.G. a letter from the Viceroy of
Brazil, containing complaints about mentioned Hertog, that he would have
a;lgmed Capt. Jan Vliugt to arrest Bwo Portuguese ships in the port of
Jaquin, although they were provided with proper Dutch passports, and

that having released one of them, he had taken the other one to Appa,
P e

e, again on the orders of Ir. Hertog,474 rolls of tobacco would
‘been taken from it ... that mentioned Viceroy demanded satisfaction

ﬁhiﬁq Upon this, D.-G. had writtea to the Viceroy that if the natter

tion about this matter, and return whatever losses were su€fcred.
‘ as a result of this, mentioned D.-G. fell no longer justified
slave ships to Appa, fearing that the Portuguese warship whiclh
‘was trading at Fida would intercept vessels of the Company,
in that manner satisfaction. Furthermore, according to

: jé;gt, mentioned Hertog would be in a dauger-

ult indeed. That therefore
to send the bu g Baterizls
e = @g & 3 + AT
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Concerning the first point, the assenbled liembers could indeed not
approve of Hertog's conduct, viz. his intercepting a Portuguese ship

am his taking away of the rolls of tobacco, but they expressed their
opinion that the D.-G. should also be told that this Lssembly does not
approve of his conduct, and that he, D.-G., before writing to the Vice=-
roy should have properly examined the matter and written to Hertog
about it, asking him how exactly this matter had occurred, something

he could easily have done, because the distance between Elmina and

Appa can't be all that great. At any rate, the D.-G. should never have
put Oppercomniies Hertog in the wrong, as he has done in his letter to
the Viceroy, before having taken proper informotions ... Secondly, his
reasons for not sending any ships to iippa seem to the Hon. ilembers in-
sufficient, especially the one expressing fear for a Portuguese war-
ghip ... These ships should have been sent to Iertog as quickly as
possible, as he D.-G. knew well that the slave trade at Appa was profit-
able, and that a sufficient number of slaves could be supplied therec,

as clearly appears from the good arnasoenen which were specdily dis-
patched from /Appa on board of the "Amsterdam” and the "Leusdeni.

The Assembly could not either agree with the reasons for which Opper-
cormiies I. was not supplied with the required materials and cargasoenen,
although he, D.-G.,had received clecar instructions to supply him with
all that would be neecded for a successful trade, and to assist him where
possible. The Assembly furthermore disapproves of the decision of D.-C.
and Council to let the "Beekesteyn! depart with a number of not less
than 866 slaves on board, whilst there were still other ships available
to be provided with an armasoen. As a result of this, the deathrate
among these slaves was extrenely high, further increased by deseases
which developed among them, and the isseubly hereby issues strict orders
that never again such a huge nuuber of slaves should be dispatched oun
board of a single ship.

Lastly, the Assembly is surprised that lir. Hertog did report that he had
been dislodged from Jaquin, and that he carfried on a profitable slave-
trade at Appa, but that he did not make any mention of his taking away
k?#-rolls of tobacco from a Portuguese ship to either the D.-G. or %his

‘h‘lﬁhly, and resolved to write him about their surprise ...

;s zor hirt&ﬂm e



=205=

in order to avoid such penalty, to sail straight

fron Bahla to S.Domai, and from S.Donai hither, and therefore he offcred

yoluntarily to pay here those 10%, requesting his passport, which I

humbly request Y.H. to send as soon as possible ...

. pranger to Hertogh, 15th January 173L4; .... In a letter dd. 26th Septetbor

1732 Y.H. asked for assistance of some liessicurs in order to send tlemn
| to ""the Dahommese Robber in order to ask him about the reasons for his
| actions’, but by no means in order to get the captive servants of the
} lloble Comp. released. loreover, those liessieurs openly wrote to us, thot
| they could not hope to be released unless sorebody were sent by us, as
| indeed we sent Opperconmies Blet. Furthermore, Ondercomuies Hoffneester,
? although Dahomie released him on his own account in order to arrange the
above with us, was not only held back by Y.H., but not even employed for
| that purpose; Y.ll. has even stolen some papers about Portuguese affairs
, which he should have delivered to us ... (follows a rejection of mnost
of li.'s attacks on P. as ‘'stale’, ‘not worth an answer?, confused and
! couplicated” &c. ) ... We would be quite happy, for the Comp.'s sake, if

| ¥.H. were indeed safe frou Dahomnese attacks at Appa, but things might

| very well develop in a manner which is quite contrary to Y.H.'s imaginaticn.

| The accusations Y,H. addresses to the King of Dahorie are denied by him
with equal force ... Concerning the rock-stones: we leave it to Y.H. to

| explain how we could send such stones: the slave ships are so heavily

. loaded with water-casks, firewood and cargasoenen when they leave here,
that it would be quite impossible to add such a hLeavy load. It is not
possible either to use the boats for that purpose, because we need then
badly here on the Gold Coast ... It would take at least 6 years before

they could have brought the required quantity. Ilioreover, Y.H. would

need much more than mere stones: what about chalk, planks, rafters, nails
&e.? ... Concerning the 474 rolls of tobacco Y.H. has panyarred, we
deuand that Y.H. amswer for this act as soon as possible,in proper form,
because this matter is quickly developing into a Public and Hational

ﬁggnix ves Y.H.'s request for a year's maintenance allowance for Y.H.'

f and his lMessieurs and Conp.‘'s slaves is ridiculous; if Y.H. can

ance as many as 104 slaves, Y.H. must be able to furnish that allowancec
We may elucidate Y.H., that lr. Elet is not being paid either for

lnecessities’’ as canoes, rowers &c. As for Y.H.'s present Lodge at

. we doubt not that Y.H. will maintain it for his own account, because
 erected without our knowledge and on Y.H.'s own Fantasy, and, beingr
ust clay and bamboo, it.can't have been very costly. loreover,
lédge was also nade without Conp.'s noney ... This letter
:jpwaagnt ship "Vryheyd”, with cargasoen as below, whlch, ve

150 yds red linen
880 Ps s&rvetten

e

e
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pranger to Hertogh, 23rd January 1734, ... It is by no weans news to us
that the King of Portugal has put certain penalties on the sailing of
prazilians who come to this Coast: it is something which for several
PR has been going on, but those Brazilians have by no means avoided
flmina for that reason. After all that has passed, and also because it
would for various other reasons be contrary to the Comp.'s interest to
agree with the Portuguese's request to Y.H., Y.H. should tell him in
categhrical terms on our behalf, that the first ship of their Nation
which may be found to the Leeward of Blmina without our passport will

be nade a prize and confiscated ...

Pranger to Hertogh, 28th February 1734. Trom informations by Capts.
Lindenberg and Leek we understand that Y.H. has let the Bahia ship go,
although it was with evrything in it a prefect prize for the Iloble Comp.,
and it is with great sadness that we see that Y.H. has in such a cowardly
and harnful manner neglected the interest of the Hon. Directors our
llasters. Ve expect Y.H. to send at the first coming occasion further
informations about this, and for what reason Y.H., claims again the 7 lk
6p & E. which we received from Capt. Lindenberg. Furtherrore are sent

to Y.H, with this ship the building materials and labourers as indicated
in enclosdd invoice, but no chalk. Y. H., may use these in the way Y.I.

pnay think good, but to provide Y.H. with everything needed for the build-

| ing of a real fort is totally impossible for us: as a result of the
sending of these, we find ourselves even in a very difficult situation
concerning the maintenance of the buildings here ...

(the invoice, of 2 pages {!) shows a large amount of all sorts of building
materials, such as stones, nails, Boutry planks, hamuiers, saws, pliers lc
2 blacksniths, 1 carpenter, 2 masons and 1 cooper)

} NBKG 3%; Letters of the Ass. of X.
A88. of X to D,«G. Van Overbeeke, 29th October 173%. ... Ve would be
happy if Y.E. lived on good terms with Oppercounies Iertogh. ... T.il.
should provide him with passports to be delivered to Draziliane couing
frou S.Toné to Appa. According to the further regulations issued by
wkiii’ﬂighmightine»sses of the States-General on free trade, it should
9% noted that trade is now only reserved to the Comp. within 60 niles

he forts and other establishments. The slave trade is now expected
n the most importaht activity of the Comp., and a new contract

nade with the Soci&teit van Surinamen, to which as much as poss-

ainders should be sold. Henceforward the traders will be allowed

4

slaves to Y.E. as well as to the coumnanders of ather forts

erdan on 11th December a.p. had

oe e

; o |
1 should bf provided with -

Y b
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are %%ﬁémrarely sent by T.H. and that not even 10% of what is needed .

for the various establishments here on the Gold Coast could be sent,

p,-G. gave into deliberation what should be done. As during the delib-
eration it was stressed that the Hon. Directors seen to give a certain
preference to iir. Hertogh, it was resolved to send lir. llertogh as many
paterials and labourers as the stores could supply ...

D.-G. reported also that Capt. Lindenberg had received during his last
visit to Appa an anount of 7 Mk 6 @# 8 E. from Iir. Hertogh, being the 10%
duty which a certain Portuguese ship had paid to him, coming from S.Thoreé
without first calling on Elmina, but which ship he, Capt., had later
condidered confiscatable, and from which later he had taken all the
tobacco, which lie had consequently sent up to flmina. Upon this ment-
ioned Oppercommics had demanded the return of those 7 ik 6 g 8 B., which
was however refused by mentioned Capt., as he had learnt that with the
help of Hertogh secretly a considerable number of slaves and a good guant-
ity of tobacco had been taken from that ship and brought on shore. There-
fore the Capt. had handed over the sum of mentioned sequestration to the

De=G, (On 30:%:'34 Council was informed of "the value of the Portuguese
ship which was confiscated at Appa by the Cruiser ‘‘Beschutter:
341 rolls of Bahia tobacco ad 16 F : 42 ik 5 @

G2 i i R T M N CR (R C
@i 0 i i n hg. 34k 2
59 Ps. slaves w8 F o 36k 76
liquid gold 7 g 6 Z
96 an ;zs = F1B O, 6LE =)

NBKG 99; Elmina Journal.

28th February 1734. Vrote to Mr. Elet at Jaquin: Ve are surprised about
Y.H.'s silence, not informing us at all about the situation & Costy, whilsv
we understand that the English Agents get very frequently letters fron
Uosty. In our letter of 15th January we told Y.Ii. that Dpperconnies
Hertogh complains about the way in which Y.Ill. tiies not only to draw

away his servants but even his lessieurs, in particular, as it seens, Jan
Bronsenia, and we therefore thought it necessary to denand from mentioned

B. that he explains on paper in detail the reasons he had to abandon in

Q@&Qﬂne his former patron ...

1!~§“ﬂﬁtﬂh 1734, Received a letter from Oppercoumies Elet, dd. Accra,
¢h; .. This is to inforn Y.E. that after a voyage of 28 days I

yesterday here at Accra, bringing with ne an envoy of the King of

who is to speak about certain matters with ¥Y.Dl. 1 shall there-
as seon as I have recovered a little of the fatigue which I had
Ay A

s fron Chamber Amsterdan.
0 D,=G. Overbeeke. 20th April 1734. ... We do insist
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e shall send, provisionally, 12 cannon ( 6 8-pounders and 6 12-pounders)
py the #eusden’, and we send enclosed also a plan showing the size and
the form of the fort. Ve received complaints by Oppercomuies Hertogh
about Y.B.'s predecessor who left him often without tradegoods, and we
Lave demonstrated to lir. Pranger our displeasure about this. Fron lir.
lgrtogh's letter of 9th September we read the evil and pernicious conduct
of iir. Elet aiming not only at the ruin of iir. Hertogh but also at that
of the entire Trade of the Iloble Conp., going even to such extents that
he seens to have incited the ilatives to chase lir. Hértogh fromn his place-
lle have decided that we cannot any longer allow such scandalous behaviour,
and resolved, after hearing all other Chaubers and getting their authoris
ation, to dismiss nentioned Iilet from the service of the Coump., and to
let him answer for hins#if at Elmina. UYe leave it to Y.E.'s wise judge-
uent whether it would be to the benefit of the Comp. to maintain the
factory at Jaquin. If so, we recomiend Y.D. to send there an able person
wlio will be able to live peacefully with lir. Hertogh; because we are
definitely of the opinion that the factory at Appa is most profitable to
the Comp., the uiore so, as we are inforumed from Zurinamen that the slaves
fron Appa are considered the very best, which can also be seen from the
prices which are being paid for them. If Oppercomnies Hertogh is indeed
driven from /Appa as a result of lir. Tlet's activities, the latter should
be duly punished, and in that case also, Y.E. should try by all means to
put hin again in the possession of that factory at Appa. Iron ilr. llertogh's
letter we furthermore understood that the forumer D.-G. Pranger denanded
fron hin 23 Ik 10 ¥ in connection with ships he dispatched to America.

‘?O can't understand thisy and we recomitend Y.E. to examine this matter.

\le reconuend Y.5. to send the present ships, Steenhuysen’ (iiaaze),"”Stad
%ﬁkgnde" (Horthern Huarter) and Leusden’ (Groniigen), wliose cargoes are

‘ !!ﬁirﬁiy destined for Appa, as soon as possible to that place, which

I allow the Comp. to double its trade on the Coast of ..frica. l\le

appointed Jan Nickels as surgeon who should stay with ilr. Iertogh.

eived from Zurinarien news about the poor condition in which the

sent per "Rusthof’ have arrived there: of tle 716 slaves put on

f that ship by lir. Elet at Jaquin, only 374 arrived alive, and
oreover, sold for very poor prices. lir. Llet bought a very
of slaves for that ship, and we are inforned that tlere
100 infants auong them; as the mothers could not feed thesc
- 8 ahip‘a food, there was a lot of misery and alsc

es Hertogh, dd. Appa, 9th Sept.
ssion to build a fort here at
nice well-situated place.
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would not ouly accept to supply Y.E.s with the required armasoén

of 2,500 slaves Y.l.s are bound by Contract to supply to Lmerica every
year, but as many beyond that nunber as Y.B.s riay find good, and apart
from these with a nice quantity of elephants' teeth and liquid gold. I
pnust however insist that Y.Es. send ne at earliest convenicnce the above
pmentioned materials and cannon, because the jealousy of the Hon. D.~G.

and lNr., Elet is going so far that they are trying to stage a war against
pe in order to make me depart frou here, and even, if possible, to hetray
pe to Dahonre, thus delivering me up for nassacre ... The D.-G. seens to
be so full of hatred towards my person, that I am even no longer allowed
to receive the required tradegoods, or, whon somne arrive, they are so
rotten that they fall into pieces as soon as they are unloaded. If this
continues in this way, I shall feel compelled to ask Y.Gs.' permission

~ for resignation. When the Almighty God had saved me from the Dahonmiese
liurderer, and seceing that I am robbed of all for which I have been working
Hard for long years in Y.Es.' service at Jaquin I try to get satisfaction
for the Noble Comp., the D.-G. has consistently refused me all assistance.

(follows: sumiiary of events concerning llet and the release of the Dutcli-
men from Allada, and Pranger's refusal to follow il.'s advice) ««.

If the Comp.'s servants begin to make war on each other, what excellent
opprtunity is then given to the Negroes to take from the lloble Comp. its
land and prosperity! llay God save us! ... I have now scveral tines requesi-
gd the D.-@. for the materials necded for the construction of a fort, but
never having been allowed to receive anything, I have finally taken the
liberty of writing to two gentlemen on S.Domai, asking them if they nay

bé able to help me with some rafters and planks.

Chamber Amnsterdam to Overbecke, 29th October 1734. ... Y.l.'s letter of

21st May contained such indecent terminology and was so direspectful, that

ﬂ@ st say that we have never before received suchlike, and we would
sﬁ&l had reasons enough to dismiss Y.H4. and all those who have signed it,
We decided to use gofter means. Y.E. complains about the lack of
1t tradegoods in Bhe outer-forts. but we find that there are in fact
goods stored in those forts than the total quantity sold during a
year. \le arc however pleased to see that Y.E. seeks to maintain a
ony with Oppercoriiies Hertogh. Having taken into consideration
not be in the advantage of the lloble Comp. to allow mentioned
igame passports to Brazilians, we lave decided %o acquiesce to
et him have blank passports and to allow hiu to collect the
frou shipa coning from S.Thoué. If Y.H. can't get
1et the ships take them from Lluina and
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as been writlten to dismiss Oppercommies Ilet from the Comp.'s service

to let him answer for himself at Tlmwina. Oppercommies Desbordes is
to command the fort at Lccra. TFurthermore, we must inform Y.3., that we
have learnt that in 1730 former General Pranger, Chief ilerchant Leplangue
and Oppercommies Blittersdorp have divided among themselves 177 slaves
acquired in the Quita war, but that they have put them in the books as
having been bought; furthermore, that he, Pranger, would have captured

30 slaves of the Caboceex Ayebamavoe -, and sent them to Surinamens..
As in consequence of the freedom of trade on the Coast of Africa the Comp-
anyls trade is bound to diminish, we have decided to reduce the number of
factors for the trade to 6, Ondercomsiesen to 12, and hAssistants to 18.
Trom a letter sent from Paramaribo on 12th ilarch 1734, we understand thut
the Negro Tekki, who had been accused by Abocan of wanting to bewitch him
by burying a deer's skull under his house in order to meke him die, and
who had been sent to Surinamen by lir. Pranger, has behaved very well
during the riot on board of the ship "Vryheyd”, and by his actions tovards
the slaves has saved the ship as well as any whiteman could have done.

It was therefore decided to let him return to Elmina ...

NBKG 8; ilinutes Elmina Council.
25th October 1734: Tormer D.-G. J.Pranger explained why he had sent the
Negro Tekki, sub-makelaer of the Comp., as slave to Surinamen: In 1730
sub=makelaer Cobbena Pantyn had died, and as in case of sickness or ab-
sence of Chief llakelaer Abbocan there should be a sub-makelaer, Tekki i
was elected, on the special request of /bbocan. DBut mentioned Tekki had
only as his aim to harm his benefactor, being jealous for his being only
3 sub-makelaer. He found a certain free Negro called Schipper San who ,
was prepared to kill Abbocan, but San rather told /Abbocan about the plot. ;
‘ﬁltheugh Abbocan would at first not believe him, eventually he told the ﬂ
fﬁmina Caboceers about ibg who took the trouble af questioning the one i
f@ﬂﬂ had reported the case ... then they found it ne longer difficult to
derstand the words of mentioned Tekki Ythat one day they would all come

ping towards him like dogs (just as the notorious makelaer /kim had
€ in the days of lir. Van Sevenhuysen). Then they asked me to grant

I a5 a group an audience. They told me that he, Tekki, had committed
crimes under thelprevious D.~G., such as falgifying gold, and
to the Fantynse all that we had been discussing here when we
war with Fantyn. He would also have murdered several llegroes,

_ Apmaaoe and others. They said that thers could not be
ny among the people as long as he lived among then, insist-
- he should be sen% to Amsrica. ‘/hen I later faced Tekki
he saiﬂ-thut he wanted.the adwvice of his friends.
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connections and relations in Fantyn, the Tlmina Caboceers were afraid of
revenge. llr. Pranger denied that he had sent Tekki to .imerica because
he owed him an amount of 20 mk, saying that this was a rumour for which
not the least proof sould be found, and that morecover no llegro in this
Crom was able to lend such an important sum. When asked why he had taken
from this Negro all his slaves, up to a number of 400, as well as 100 lik
of gold, lir. Pranger answered that that too would be difficult to prove,
as even he together with all his friends would not have one half of all
that, and thoet the Gentlemen knew very well that there are these days

very few Coast Negroes who own so many slaves and that much gold ...

that most of his youngmen had escaped in the afternoon after his arrest
and fled to T'antyn, and that his gold, furniture and slaves -most of them
old macron men and women, pawns and children- were taken by the Ilina Cabo-
ceers, who solemnly agreed to pay his debts with them. Iir. Pranger denicd
to have received even a stuyver or a single slave of all that, but that

it is true that the llina Caboceers presented him with 25 Eendas.

lipe Pranger was then entertained about the affairs of fAccra, and teld that
the inhabitants should be satisfied about a certain claim of 100 bendas
they demand from the Danish fortress there. lir. Pranger cxplained that
the origin of this claim could be found in the following: in 1732 the
Danes started to build a fort at Great Wingo, but then our Accra subjects,
together with those of the Lnglish went thither, and demolished that

factory completely, bringing with violence the Danish Chief ilerchant,
together with two other Buropeans, vack to .ccra. These Luropeans, nov
fully under their control, had to suffer all sorts of hardships, and tle
Danish Chief llerchant was even threatened with death. As these gentlemen
Were being treated in a miserable manner in the negro-town right under
- the fort, he could not but give in to their deéméwnds, no matter how un-
reasonable they were, and promise them 100 bendea of gold. Later they
claimed this money again from lir. Llet, whamthey held responsible. In
or r that this matter might not have a serious aftermath, ilr. Pranger
d, with the Council's consent, to go himselt to JAccra in order to
inquiries. 1e was told that they had acted oa nobody's persuasion,
they had not informed him, P., about it, but that the many in-
ich they had suffered from the Danish lation during the /[.quamboe

ade them decide on revenge, and that they ordered the Danes to

- insisted with the .kim people that th.ey help them to collect
‘what they consider their justified olaim ...

ircon, son of m;u at present makelaer at .ccra, lodged
" e Tou Bool :keeper-General, dd. 15tk

e+ . T o - v:" J' k
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to his father Amoe and that he cannot understand how a present, which by
no means was equal to the heavy expenses which he (his father) had made
in order to defeat the Aquamboese in their war, could be claimed back,
the more SO as mentioned de la Planque and former Oppercomnies Blitters-
dorp had caused the disappearance of a number of 75 persons, including
yomen and children, among whom were at least 15 of his own brothers and
gisters of the flesh, in a very unreasonable an inhuman manner, in spite
of their promise of protection. Darcon therefore applies to Y.E. for the
return of the 4 slavesy the 75 persons and the 4 bendas of gold, as his
father has by no means promoted the /iquamboe war, but only has fulfilled
his duties as a faithful subject of the Company in the defence of its

forts and the defeat of its enemies ...

2nd March 1735; ...are informed by a le®ter from Hertogh, dd. 30th Dec.

13l, that Commander Villem Hoog at Benyn is imprisoned and in shackles,

because when he visited himself Great Benyn in order to claim some debts

from the King, he engaged in a quarrel with the latter,ahd had drawn a

pistol with the intention of shooting the King, as was reported to hin,

llertogh, by a Cabocecr from the Benyn, and that, failing this, he had

shot one of the greatest of the Caboceers.

It is necessary to seek immediate redress for this matter, and we there-

fore resolved to send thither, via Lppa, Ondercomuies Velthuys on beard

of the barque "Het Hoppie, together with T.C.Hoffmeester, and to write

ﬁﬁ'ﬁertogh that he shoud find out some means to get payment for the f
remaining debts in the Benyn, and to bring the Comp.'s goods there in
Bafety, leaving it to his judgement if the Comp.'s lodge there should
b abandoned egalet one of the mentioned Ondercommiesen continue the 1

ide there, keeping an eye on the lodge from ippa, which, as far as we

is only 3 or L4 days away from the Benyn ...

llarch 1735; The former D.-G. J.Pranger appeared before Council to

o three points imputed to him; firstly, it is well known, he said, |
‘the former Chief Merchant De la Plangue has given a considerable

é£ money on credit to his subjects living under the fort at Accra

to buy all sorts of things needed for their defence, at the

of the Aquamboe war (wrongly called the Quita war), but also
given in the same way an equally large sum to thaese subjects
ﬁhey may pay for the amount which the /kim people happened
They had to pay back their debts in instalments, which
'e at’ regular intervals, and in that vay mentioned
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yere divided anong llessrs De la Planque, Blittersdorp and me ..
ndly, it is a lie that I would have robbed +he Negro Ayebamansoe of
a,aﬂmmber of slaves; it is true that I recelved such number od slaves

‘ ﬁmm the Beach llegro Boa and others at fort Hollandla, where 1 had gone
‘@ngthe request of Commies Leuven, in 1732, in connection with the partial
vjwﬁmWnt of a sum I had formerly credited to Assiantyn traders.

Thirdly, I also deny that the 4 slaves and 4 bendas of gold were extorted
by me from Dmapeon: Darcon himself camé to me to pay an old debt of his
father's, and the amount of which he claims that it had becen a present
from De la Planque to his father, had never been intended as such. There
aren't any proofs either about my having made disappear 75 slaves, and at
lagg rate, it is highly unlikely that there were 15 of his relatives iin
the flesh' among them: how could his father, Whuo was at that time the
Hoble Comp.'s makelaer and a lNegro of great authority and respect,aliow
the carrying away of such a large number of his own children and not

gmmlain about it to me ?

Aﬁ@h August 1735. As there has been no news from ..ppa for a long time
oW, it was taken into deliberation what to do with the ships which are
expected soon for the slave trade. The last report received from Appa,

in June, gives the impression that trade there is no longer wvery favour-

le to the Comp. It was resolved to write a letter to Oppercommies Hert-

", through Quita, urging him to report at earliest convenience.

i September 1735. Complaints have been received from virtually all
commanders of the outerforts about their lack of tradegoods, and
‘Vﬁt the large numbers of slaves they have bought but who are not being

ctedy also that Natives repeatedly request goods which they need,

s Which are not being sold to them. The traditional merchants, auong
should be reckoned Pockoe, the King of the .ssiantynen himself, have
tened, seeing that there is a ship with merchandise lying on the

off Elmina freshly arrived from Holland, that they will be compelled
ss themselves to other Nations, although they have alvays carried
of their trade with the Noble Comp., if we continue in our refusal
with them. Considering, on the other hand, that the Comp. would
7 have to spend a lot to win them back to our side after having

0 sell to them, and,moreover, that they promise to supply the

" with its required armasoen within one month if we were to
and not to send it down to Appa, and also (considering that)
the last letter received from \ppa (dd. 2nd September)

: s some work with the dispatch of the "Beeke-
'qhaAffﬂm the "Béschutter" all those goods
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tygi-ﬁnvember 1735 ... The "Beschutter' is ready to sail to-morrow with
its required armasoen ... and as it is a strong ship and it is possible
tha\g.lno other such occasion will present its@kf for a long time to come,
it was resolved to put among its Peturn-freight the available gold in
cagh, worth 200 Mk. ....

WIC 110, Letters from the Coast of Guinea; Quita Correspondence.

Trom to Pranger, Quita,lOth December 1734 . ... I arrived here on Lth
Jecember, and assured myself of the co-operation of the King. There is
a2 rumour that Jaquin was attacked by the King of Dahome, and that all the
| Comp.'s effects and the whitemen have been taken, but also that Dahome
himself (sic) has fled, as he is being pursued by the King of Lijo and
his people ...

Froﬁl to Pranger, 4th February 1735. ... I sent one of my beys to Little

| Popo im order to learn about the situation at Jaquin ... and the Cabocecrs
| of Little Popo assured him that Dahomee was chased by the Etjose people,
and that the Dutch Comp.'s effects were still at Jaguin, but that the
whitemen were being kept inside (the lodge) by the itjose, but that the

latter did not do any harm to the Duropeans ...

D.-G. O;rerbeeke to From, 17th February 1735. Y.H. may kecp the canoe
uliich was brought by the “Stad & Lande’, principally in order to get
more frequent contact with /ppa, as correspondence with that place is
diffigult over land. lir. Hertogh at .Appa and lr. Desbordes at l.ccra
%@ready been informed of this arrangement ...

to Overbeeke, 17th February 1735. ... Concerning the trade here,
-:f:o,rm Y.E, that it is much disturbed as a result of the war of

i Caboceer Uzer, but I am confident that trade will seon resume

an no longer stay here below (to the leeward of) the Rio Volta ...

‘was in the presence of the English, French and Portuguesec
some Captains. Carstares asked why the King of Dahonmme
LC «Wﬁhﬂhe Comp.'s servants out of the lodge, and teken its
this the King let Carstares be told that he too had lost

only added that it was not his fault.
 intended to do with the white Company-
e & e : ‘ : - L
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| one of them stayed in his country, &n orderto be sure that he, Carstarcs

as ﬁeil as the big whiteman -by which he meant Ondercommies Lincklaer-
would go to the whitemen's country, and that nobody would go to the

great whiteman, his enemy at Appa. Carstares then demonstrated that the
King would do great harm to his fame if he kept a whiteman with him agains®
his will, that such a thing would make other Nations afraid of coming to
the King's country. The King at last agreed that all the Flemings could
leave, but not their rowers, because he wanted per force (sic) that they
stay ees

\lhen we were all on the bheach, ready to leave on board of a French ship
to Ouita, and the soldier Izak and foreman Iloljeres with his twe children
had alrecady embarked, 5 of the Comp.'s servants decided to stay there,
although their goods werc already in the canoe. e have never been able
to understand why they decided to stay, apart from the reasons given

Dy esistant Chevallier in his letter. In view of the threats by the
‘King of Dahome we could not fulfill our order to go to ..ppa, the more so,
‘as’there was the risk that the King would take revenge on the Comp.'s

gervants wno were still with him ...

From to Overbecke, 26th February 1735. Ondercomnies Lincklaers is too

i1l to be transported from here. He will probably die /: he did, on &/3:/
I humbly request Y.E. to agroe that this fasctory may be called "Singelen.
burg! . .

| Eggg to Overbecke, 18th larch 1735. ... The ivory tradc has comc to a

: ﬂg@&ﬂctc standstill, becausc all the Crepecsc have rcetired to the foresst

pof fear of the Akimse. Therc is however a fairly large offer of

3, and I hercby wish to request Y.E.'s permission to sell thom
gold to the Portugucse ...

@ bringer of this letter is a Negro or scrvant (sic) of Caboccer

L of Little Popo, who has asked me to promote thc rclease of a

n Negro-boy called Sekjc fmna, a servant of lir. Pranger, who is
,ij&ienncr at Ilmina in connection with an alleged gold-theft. I
f‘ﬁ@ grateful if Y.I. could comply with ldwoma's rcquest, becausc
boceer could be of great service to me herc in coancction with
tion of the Comp.'s trade...

i Frnm, 12th April 1735. ... a8 we have convincing proofs
‘of the Negro Sckjc imma, we do not think that we could

il 1ike that. But he has many reclatives here at Dlmina,

st May 1736. ... Concerning the
ous, - trade scoms to pro-
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. Minutes Elmina Council.

19th Ma President (Des Bordes) demonstrated that a Portuguese
prazil ship, under comiand of Capt. Domingo Pirez Ribeiro, after a stay
Qfggﬂays here and the payment of its duties, was rcady to sail to Fida,
Jaquin &c. in order to barter its tobacco for slaves, which gave him
occasion to demonstrate also that for a long time now linglish and free
Dutch captains had thought out a practice by which they sell their slaves
to the Portuguese for their (Bahia) tobacco, using that tobacco again

to gell it on the Gold Coast, tacking to the windward, and undermining
the trade of Bhe Noble Comp. with very low prices. President said that
it was nccessary to thwart such ruinous practices as nuch as possible,
and suggested that the best way to do that would be to allow mentioned
Portuguese to barter as much of his tobacco for slaves at [nnemaboe and
Cormantyn as he likes, so that the mentioned interlopers will not find
the usual ready market when they arrive there. It was resolved to give

the Portuguese the permit as suggested by President ...

2%5rd September 1736. President announced that peace had returned to
Jlmina town after the quarrels between lakeleer Abbooan and.Cabocgcr ..mibe
and that from inquiries made by llembers of Council it appears

that in the riot of 3rd and 4th April our ilakelaer .boocan's people
clearly were the aggressors against .mba and his people, with the result
that several people died. llembers agreed that libocan should be compelled

to pay recompensation ...

25rd November 1736. President demonstrated that there was a great

tage of the most popular kinds of merchandise such as Cowrics,

gh Nepten and Gunpowder, with the result that the slave trade,

ugh it scems quite flourishing at the moment, cannot properly be

sontinued by the lioble Comp. Ie suggested thercfore, and it was recsolvced,
6,000 1lbs. cowries and 1,000 lbs gunpowder from the FPrench Capt.

gfﬁﬁrant who arrived on these roads on 20th llovember ...

~7Mﬂary 1737. Comnies Campert, from Accra, demonstrated that he had
recasons to suggest that the lodge at Quita should be combinecd
factory for its sccurity, as he had no doubt that with the help
a. subjects he could protect it against the attack of anybody

' its trade. But since then he had expericnced that in fact

lc as the result of the sinister artifices of mentioncd
ﬁlsﬁlﬁhat because of the great distance and the unsafcty of
s could not get quickly enough answer in case of

7 -é-sﬁggﬁeﬁed that somecbody should go there as
T, w who has sufficicnt credit with the




-217-

& letter from issistant From was then read out, in which he stated that
b7 2 resolution of D.-G. and Council he had in 1734 been appoimted to
administer the Comp.'s lodge at Quita, but that he had been compelled

to make considerable cxpenses for the defence of the lodge and the safc-

guard of the Comp.'s effects, and that it would be of the greatest necess-
ity to make some furbher expcnses for the comstruction of a building in

the form of a sort of stronghold, with two bastions mounted with 17 guns,
but that he could not possibly carry such expenses alone, and that he .
therefore humbly requested for assistance ... It was resolved to grant
Aiseistant From a subsidy of 4 lMk. ... Lastly, President demonstrated that
the Danish Nation had soric time ago completcd a certain lodge or stronghold
at llingo, armed with cannon, and that they were active in luring all
traders coming from the lecward to that place, which is greatly 8Bctrim-

ental to our trade ...

27Ch liay 1757. D.-G. Des Bordes recad out a letter from Becra, from wuich
it appears that a certain Negro there has dared to spread the rumour that
the General would have ncgotiated with the Assiantynen in order to conviace
them, through promises and gifts, to attack the .kimse, aund to make such

a leng war on them that they would be totally ruined. This rumour would
have caused such great consternation among the Akimse, that they were

moved tc make an alliance with the Danish Governor against our people.
Di=G, demonstrated what ruinous conscquences the sprcad of this obnoxious
BUMoUr aboult the war against .kim could have for our Hation, if that

llation werc not convinced of the un-truth of it. If we failed to con-

£

vinee the Alimse they would certainly carry on their trade (which is the

important of the whole Lower Coast) exclusively with the Danes. U.-{.

sted that a Commission of linguiry should be sent thither. Js none
e liembers had however any knowledge of Accra, never having stajed

apart from D.-G., H.E. lir. Des Bordes decided to go there himself.

3 Diary of D.-G. Des Bordes of his Journey to Accra

1737: Departed on board of the ‘"Leusden’ in the company of

s ll.Raams of Chama, Commies P.Worst from Cormantyn and Jacob
ndardbearer of the ilmina garrison.

.ved at Accra, and received a salute of 21 guns. H.D. was

great joy by the Natives, who had been longing much for II.5.°

0}

h and Danish forts too fired guns of salute. I.E.
fortress everything in great disarray, the command-

of the impending arrival of H.I., having
ng any orders /: this eutrr clearly vas
Fars x wri il h}]}

n@t

like _ %“v
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1737. News arrived that Caboceer Oers of Akim is preparing war

1 Sl o
; us and our subjects at Accra; for days there have been rumours

-Ereﬁ% State of Akim, such as Frampong, Baquentyn and Oers, &n order to
inmﬁm‘them of our arrival and to find out what reasons they may have

to intend to take up arms against the Noble Company and to trade now with
‘ﬁoreign llations in stead of trading with our Company, as they used to do.
‘iﬂth g 11th June: [.E. called all the Chiefs of Accra into the fort, in
brder to get at least provisional informations about all the pending dis-
putes. Everything seemed confused, but most accused the Negro Patram

of spreading the false rumour about Akim. DBut due to the negligence of

' Commies Camper, he (Patram) had been relcased, and now that crook is
;beimg protected by the Danish Governor.

dﬁtﬁ'June. Received report from Christiaan Protten, one of the people
thg3recently arrived with the ‘'Leusden’” in order to spread among the
maﬁgyes the Soul-saving Word of God, that his Brother Christisan Stoclk-
‘hof has departedfrom this life after a few days' illness. Ordered the

wdeﬁgasad's body to be brought in, and we followed it whilst it was carried

;ﬂmﬁs times around the grave ...

’Zﬂﬁ? June. Decided to make an excursion to Labadde. Accompanied by th
Comp:'s makelaer, Caboceers and a large crowd, which nade a lot of noise
g their muskets.

June. Some Aquamboe Caboceers arrived from where the; had settled
>£heir people behind Accra, in order to assure H.D., of their loyalty
inelination, asking for the Comp.'s protection, saying that not only
ould always be ready td give proof of their subjection, but thet
ere rcady to take an oath on that in their manner. Vhilst the
;ian on that topic lasted for some time, IH.E. had these people
‘E living between hope and fear, and who did not know what to do,

ed with a considerable quantity of brandy, after which they lelt

Sent with the Portuguese ship which left to- -dagy-a letiber for

es Hertzog at Pattackerye, as an introduction for Ondcrcomnies

assistant Berck.

‘:ﬂﬁsﬁi to inspect the lodge at Tessi.
A are still looking out every day for the return of the

& feli. had intended to return to-day. Dut the Natives

8 moré days for the common good, as otherwise his

' Tound that all is well.
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ehg%e of escape. It is also said that he has blown up the fort whilst

| the victors, eager for loot, were still inside, hoping to escape in this
maguner the surely fearfully unreasonable treatment of these evil people.
It is to be hoped that by this deed this rabble may lose the taste for
any other suchlike decisions. 1In order to get more detailed information
1 about 2ll this we decided to send a slave of the Comp. thither ... .

. 20th July. This afternoon the long awaited envoy to Akim returned with
 the two Chief Caboceers Frimpon and Baquantyn, whom we received well and
to whom we allocated lodgings.

2lst July. An Gnglish barque arrived to-day with the before mentioned sad
news about what has happened at Quita, adding that Ondercommies Irom

hae been taken away as a captive by the Daghomeese, and that the robbers
have the intention of coming this way. H.E. decided to change his mind

. about leaving, not only because of the arrival of the Negroes from Akim,

. but also because of these informations.

. 22nd July. Granted an audience to the Akim envoys who gave the following
n&port: that they brought the greetings of their Principals, who had
néﬁhing against our Nationg but who had heard the rumours about our
@Qﬂhing the Assiantynen, and who had therefore decided to take up arms,
qﬁ;ah Was coprobated by the General's envoy who had seen himself that

ﬁ&g people of Oers were at the time of his arrival already prepared for

@P with arms and ammunition. But now they saw clearly that it was all

y and also that the Danish Governor stood in correspondence with

¥ ally Oers alone, without them ... On the question who had spread
€ rumour, they answered that it was Caboceer Oukyntja of Accra, and
him the base of all these troubles should be found, that he had

:ﬁhe llegro Patram to Oers with this frivolous report, with the request
”8 to Oers a large sum of money in order to come to Accra in order
cate completely the Company‘s makelaer Darcon and his people in
that he, Oukyntja would take care that Commander Camper would not
with ball, &hd.that they would prove this in the presence of Oukyntja.
.'Q'The Accra chiefs' came into the fort. Oukyntja maintains that

cent, and says that it is all the fault of Patram, whom, accord-

'ﬁﬂég”aszng to the Hon. General these words: "I had aluays

jhis is just roguery. Just now, two negroes of Trim-

to greet me, telling me that this whole deputation
that they aeem to do now, that it is all =



yrcd how such a&liihing could be: Bgid, as theéy, deputies were just sent

as ﬁhe ordinary palaver-makers of their principads. Oukyntja, faced with

this, said: "It is herd to understand™, but then he turned to these simplc
people, and said, in the negro-language: "just say yeas it was not a lici.

put the Hon. General, who understands the negro-language a little, hearing

this let Oukyntja immediately be put in shackles becausc of this. i
25th July. Assembled again in the Hall. The deputies say that they are
convinced that they have heard him, Cukyntja, say to the Cra or Sante of

Cobocecr Baguantyn, who was at Accra as this matter was going on: “What?

Are you still here, and don't you know that the Dutch General and Darcon,

who is at ilmina, are bribing the Assiantynen to make war on your country?:
Hearing these words, this Ocra had then quickly gone back to his country.
Qukyntja would also have sent two of his boys to Oers saying: iWle have

chaged Darcon away, and he has fled te Elmina together with the Merchant

Cémper. \le expect you now to come soon to ruin what remains. Upon this

Ogrs would have addressed himself to these two witnesses with the follow-

ing words:'"Listen well: you are a white boy and a Dane, and the other a

boy from Darcon. Thercfore I shall kill you. Upon this the latter was
immediately fettered, but to the former Ocrs said:"I shall save you,

because you are a white boy, but if the General comes to ruin our country,

and I shall have to march on Accra, I shall put you in the vanguard, so |
that you may be among the first to be killed!’. They,witnesses,remained
for a long time in the same state, till Oers learnt that it was a lie
that Darcon had becn chased avay. He then released them, saying:iGo to
dgera, I have learnt that it is all lies that Darcon has been defeated,
DUt I shall wait for the war of Assiantyn, and 1 shall come myself to f
greet Darcon. After this, Oukyntja fell to his knees, asking forgiveness

: grece. Then a ilulatto, a former servant of the late Danish Governor i
idlderup asked Bukyntja, to everybody's great surprise: ‘Don't you admit il

& traitor? have you not come to see the Danish General, in the middie

night, at the time that the Hon. General was still lierchant here, !
ndcd from the mentioched Dane ‘e :certain Negro called Fat Tette,
sinned against the lloble Comp. by the forbidden trade with the |
and the goods he had bought being intercepted, had tried to

with the help of his friends the white soldiers and the slaves of
And have you not sworn to the Danish Governor to be faith-

| and that you werc no longer on the side of the Dutch, pretend-
you vanted to stay in the Dutch Crom in order to be there

ou not put you-hand, with your friends, on the
'wqaal'“he Bible, in th¢ presence of the Governor
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0 cont.)
.jhima because he hasn't got a penny to start ahything ..«

ntja then confessed completely. All agreed with D.-G. that one
uld put the head of such a rogue before his feet, als as an example

_his accomplices. But the following day a delegation of Accra chiefs

ved, begging not to execute Oukyntja and rather meke him pay a fine.
of his relatives being subjects of the Noble Comp., they would
ﬁhﬁbtlessly join the Danes, they said. But D.-G. did not consider their
ﬁmﬁremark of any importance; he sent them away, and gave orders that

ﬁil should pe made ready for the execution.

éyth July. All the Accra Crandees, together with the entire family of
Qukyntja, came again begging and praying that he, Oukyntja, may be saved.
After deliberation with liembers of Council here present, D.-G. resolved
eventually to accept their offer of 70 bendas of gold; but as they were
not able to pay those 70 bendas straight away, it was decided to kecp
Oukyntja priscner.

28th July. The slave who had been sent to Quita arrived, in the company
%i some llegroes who had lived there. They reported that Ondercomilies
-ﬁ%um had been lured out of his fort with sweet-sounding words by those
@ﬁrbarians, who had sent a present to him, pretending that they wanted
%o malke palaver with him. Trusting them, T'rom had come out, but they |

ﬁﬁﬂ immediately put him in chains; when the other whitemen in the fort

rceived of this misdeed, they decided to join their commander an his
e, and they surrendercd voluntariily to the Daghomeese, with the cx-~
tion of a soldier, a mulatto and 3 or 4 Negroes who closed the gate
ber the départure of the former. Uhen after that this thievish robber
dion attacked the lodge, the attackers were three times repulsed; but
enemy, aware of the weak condition of the 1little fort did not give

€ occupants) a chance to make the guns a fourth time ready for fire, :
started to scale the walls of the fort. Ilentioned soldier and his !
pany then blew the fort up, with the remaining gunpowder.

gust. In the cvening report arrived that thc Daghomecse had gone

the river of Popo in canoes, but that they were totally routed
ic Accrase, who had first headed them off by destroying their canoes,

they could not escape. The captive whiteumen were relcased, ex-

to pick up the whitemen and whatever way be left of

e R
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mﬁ@ﬂ@a bY the linas and Upper Coast Negroes, who have, thank God,

defeated them completely and pussued the remainder of their army, destroy-
ing all on their vay. This is a Godsent, and I hope to be able to return

goon to my former place, and write my next letter to Y.Es. from there ...

D,-G, Des Bordes & Council to Ass. of X, 1hth April 1738. ... Concerning
the pretentious complaints of the liiddelburgh Commercie Compagnie, ue uay

refer to a note we wrote on 15th November 1737 to Chamber Zeeland, but we

pay add that we think the behaviour of the reporters of that Company rather
impertinent, blamiilg the Servants of the lloble Comp. Is it not utterly
gaddening for those who occupy themselves day and night Gryine oM B d
neans to séve their lasters, trying to reconstruct the financial position
of the lloble Comp.,to see the Comp.'s subject Natives -who enjoy our
protection- openly bring their gold and ivory to the free Dutch ships,
returning from them with more than the double auantity of current trade-
goods than the lloble Comp. is able to pay ? To see also that the traders
from the interior knou that aktready so well that they don't ewen anymocre
bother to come to .the Comp.'s forts, whilst the various Commenders of
Glienforts don't even have the money to attract them with gifts? With

the present lack of fresh arrivals of Comp. ships the Natives will surcly
get more and morc used to this vractice and forget about us altogether ...
e Gentlemen of the Commercie Compagnie, on the other hand, are careful
not to mention with what civility they are always being received Ly us.
From Oppercommies Hertogh at Patackerye we received no other neus than

a letter of 10th June 1737, which took over 4 months to reach us. Dut

We learn from Assistant Danckaerts thet H.H. has involved himself in a

‘formal war witl: the King of Appa, and that he has lost not less than

about 100 men in a battle. iir. Danckaerts is of the opinion that this
Var may have quite a long aftermath. Hr. Danckaerts arrived here on

6th February from Appa, vhere lir. Hertogh had sent him in order to cont-
ﬂnﬂa the trade. e sent him back to that place on 3rd April on board of
Inglish ship. Ve had wished to rcpatriate former Oppercomnies lilet,
by resolution of 19th December Ao.Po. he was allowed to go to Accrz
onnection with his debts there, which was however prevented by the
with the Akimse «..

Declaration of the Soldier Johan Joost Steirmark, made at ilmina,
ber 1737. (summary) ...At the time that D.-G. summoned From
and From had answered that he could not come because of the
;ﬁm@raacﬁ of  Ehe Daéommeese army, the Accrase llegroes under
nalemnly promised to assist against them. But a Hegro

.d Antony, came to warn that it would be better to

S 1 *k!wa ‘Woachmg army was very strong and could not be
arrival of the Dahommeeae ‘the Accrasc
% x =5 ol
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ers should be kept in the fort as hostages. But Capt. Birchall
and the sergeant told that that was not necessary; shortly afterwards

they sent a message that all was well, and that the others should come

‘40 join them. So he and some others went outsidd and joined the

TR T

Dapommese at dinner, but when they wanted to go back they were stopped

and put in shackles. I'rom had left at 9 .M., and when by 3 p.m. they
nadn't yet received any news, hey attestant sent some brandy through

the hole in the wall (which had beecn blocked as well as possible with
crates and cupboards) and asked through the Comp. slaves Sodou, who speaks
the Dahomme language, what had happened to the whites. He reported that
they had been made captives, but that they should be careful not to shoot,
pecause then they would certainly cut their heads off. Attestant then
brought everything into preparation for blowing up the fort, and sent a
megsage to that extent to From, but the latter said that he should wait,
that he thought that an agreement could be reached. Ilalf an hour later
I,ll. sent for 18 Ps. slaves worth of goods as his ransom. But 1% hours
later he sent again a note asking for 18 Ps. slaves worth of goods, adding
that the lNegroes had taken off his shackles. Finally, he sent a third
note asking for 18 Ps. slaves for the release of the Boys, and he asked
the sergeant to bury the notes. TFinally, the Dahommese demanded that

all the arms and ammunition in the fort should be delivered up, and on

. Trom's order this was done, with the exception of 50 muskets and 50 barrcls

of gunpowder, which were put in From's bedroom and covered with blankects
3 P

and clothes. At last a note was rcceived from From, urging all to come

olitsidd, This was done, and only 5 rowers were left in the fort, with

orders that if the Dahommese were to try to take the fort,

-
i
L

thatiEhey

should light the gunpowder. At their arrival the whitemen were received

vﬂﬁiitely by the caboceers, but shortly afterwards they were
~and feet. Attestant and another soldier were hrought to the bush, and’
Dut the following day they were released frou

bound, hands

Lo a pole in a hut .
)le, and could see that whilst a number of Dahommese stood on guard,
But not long after that the wholc fort was

s went inside the fort.
The whitcmen had to

, with thc Dahommese and the rowers in it.

To. hands and fect bound and without food and only a littlec had

days, whilst the Dahommesc werc ramsacking the ruin, fron

ged to dig up, among other things, o number of clephants’

nt managed to speak to I'rom, vho told him that the pobbors

s him to the Lower Coast in order to give him there an
vere all brought to Aflahoe, cnd frod there, axter
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, enbo found the Englishgan and five of the other whites alive.
jle 1ot the Englishman go to Affory's crom, where he, attestant,was, to
:ﬁmBM'hG said that he had orders from From to be shown vhere his papers
yere buricd at guﬁggilSQEQgsgggg answered that he did not know anything
about that, hnﬂ/thuu Irom had said himself that he had made the holc in

E which thosc papers werc kept withhis own hands, on which he, attestant

had replicd: maybe, but L have no duty to tell you without specifig orders

the Lnglishman then produced a paper with such order, but attestant could
not recognise the handwriting. Shortly afterwards the Inglishmnan fell
i1l1, and atbesmnt went to Quita to dig up the papers and some gold. bDut
whilst he was digging, some Negro saw him, who reported to Abbi, the
Gabocecr of Quita, who sent for him and asked if he had found some gold.
fttestant denicd this, and Abbi said that it did not matter and that he
had no intention of taking it away from him. Attestant then asked for

& brandy-box, in which he put the papers, which were a little damaged b7
yater. The samc day the Comp. bhoat arrived, but Quartcrmaster Abrahan
was much in haste to go to Afiory, and did not give attestant a chance

to put the box on board, so that he had to lecave it in a hut. In the

meantime the Englishman wrote a letter to the Danish servant stationed

at Atta, which attestant saw with his own eyesy and soon the Dane came,
) yess

with some brandy, which he gave to Abby, and he had a long cenversation

yith the Gnglishman. Then Abby assaulted him, attestant, and demanded
the restitution of the gold which he was said to have found. Although

~ atlestant denied having found any, he was miserably bound, hands and fect.
p_ Pinally, under durcss, he told that he thought that a gold-watch might
’:ﬁe buricd under the hut of the sergeant, and he still had to pay 1 Ps.
éﬁbﬁbeﬂ?) cowrics which King Affory had given to him, before he was

?L "&lly released. Arriving at (the ruin of) the fort, he found the Ing-

an and the Danc supervising Tette and Coffy, two slaves, digging

;e
k

around the place. The Englishman abused him, saying: You Dutchmen,
;’éll pigs. Attestant protested that they had no right to dig in
¢ former Dutch fort, but th. Lnglishman said that the Dutch Genecral
ck his arse and suchlike filth. They found the goldwatch, as

‘ﬂﬁme fetishes,conte de terra and red coral, which had belonged

ant's Negress. Attestant nanaged to take them out of thedir

again. The Inglishman and the Dencs then divided the
ng him the fetxshes, which he later returned to the




: -226-
Jlinutes of Elmina Council.

mber 1757. ... D.~G. reported about the present situation at’

ta

Q;, «.s since we were driven out from that place by an inimical in-
vasm&n of Dahommes. That without our consent our position therc was nou
being usurped by the Danmes, contrary to all national laws and to the

harmony which so far has been cultivated between our llation and theirs.

D.~G. suggested that a certain offer of the Hegro Cabocecr Asjembo of
little Popo should be taken into consideration, to protect one o two
gervants of the Comp. whom he hoped to receive with some merchandise in
order to tradc therc, which he promises to be very profitable to the Coup.,
as it had been many years in the past. Ile furthermorc promises not to
allowy any other Nation cver to settle there next to us, and that he is
gquite powerful enough to bring the Danes to rcason in oase we were not

to get proper satisfaction from them. ... It was resolved to send a prot-
getinote to the Danes, and also that such a favourable invitatiom to

take possession at Little Popo under such poverful protection should
geptainly not be rejectdd, and that at once Stanislaus Kohlis and Hendrilk
Brummer should be sent thither with the new landsboot, with 20 to 22 lik
worth of tradegoods, 300 1lbs gunpowdcr and 30 muskets, the latter as a
glft to Caboccer Asjembo ...

20th January 1736. ... D.-G. announced that a Frégﬁg ship had arrived,

and that the Capt. had proposed to buy 200 choice/slaves ad 6 oz. 8 Ang.
per head. As there arc herec over 300 slaves rcady for shipment, and their
maintenance is expensive, whilst on the other hand therc are very fou
ﬁﬁaﬂagoods available, and it is also very uncertsit when the next slave-

iﬁi@‘of the Comp. will arrive,as the market in our American Colonics

”g@ama to be rather bad these days, and finally that even if a slaveship

‘ the Comp. werc to arrive soon, it would be very easy to buy a proper

en as there is no lack of slaves, but rather of tradegoods, it was

lved to authorise D.-G. to supply mentioned Trench ship with the ,
& required, and also to authorisc him to act similarly with other

English or Dutch frec traders’ ships ca.

I 1738. ... D.-G. announced that in accordance with the resolution

for the lloble Comip. D.-G. demonstrated that from thei

a good quantity of elephants' tecth was anaually shipped,

,,Fram! hpﬂ alSB been so successful with the cult-
: ‘ma, mt Mne n nice aasmle of .it had been sent
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ﬂwgmgﬁa and to put in writing all his dealings with the Dane, av01d1ng

211 that could be offensive to him. DBut now that we are delivered from

the Akimse, as Oers has left, D.-G. suggested that a proper protest should

J be addressed to the Danish Governor.

}).-G. furthermore demonstrated that Commander Raams and his assistant Van
der Putte had abandoned the lodge entrusted to them in the Denyn, leaving
peliind all the Comp.'s effects, arriving here on board of an Rnglish vessel:

They pave the following reasons: ... Uhen we arrived there, we promiscd,

in the name of Oppercomiies Hertogh, to the late King, the Captain af Var
and other Grandeces, that we would trade with them and that there would be

no lack of tradegoods. But when these did lack, we had to listen daily

to reproaches from the Negroes, asking us what we had come to do there,

gaying that we had misled them, that it would have been much better if

P the lodge in the Benyn had remained straight under the authority of the
lion, D.~G., because Bn those days there had at least been every year one
ghip. UUhen the annudd customs had to be paid, the fiadors and saladors
¢came to worry us every day in name of their King, and as we were not able
to pay them, theyv procecded to closc the paths, so that we could not get
anything to ecat. Ule were a little relieved of our utter misery and hunger
Uy a well-meaning lNegro called Jibba, who brought from time a few yams and
& little maize, but as soon as the King of Benyn got wind of it, he has
completely ruined that ilegro, confiscating all his slaves, who in that
land constitute the richess of a man. On our question what vas the reason
of this treatment, not knowing what we could have done wrong, we got reply

b that Bince we did not want to tradc with them, we better left the kingdoii,

fnd thot since several English ships had arrived in the meontime, they

166 us know that they wanted to take the lodge away from us and give it

to the Bnglish, so that we would have becn compelled to live as miserable
;ﬂgi&lﬁ among the licgroes. We werc furthermore informed that as soon as
>L¥§@ ﬁHElish ship "Sarah would have left, the Oslonse Negroes had the

- on to plunder the lodges at Agathon and to kill us ... (sigd. Raams

r Putte, lilmina, 9th January 1738) :
rted also tb ilembers the arrival of Assistant Danckaerts, who

to be under iir. Hertogh's command, having becn stationed by I.H.
the continuation of the Noble Comp.‘s ftrade; he made the follou-
jiimp'ﬁn 26th Becémber a bdabp of the French Capt. La Place came

That Gaptain transmitted also to me the letter of
Juhn Aa-ﬁg, q@drasse& to lira Hertogh, 1nfcrm1ng
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fﬁrmééveral months no French ships had come further to the leeward, and
the paths being cloedd one could not get anything from ilr. Hertogh either.
Byverything would be panyarred by the King of Appa. At my arrival at Fida

I iearnt that Assistant Berck was at Ardra, so that it was not possible

to get him, and so I returned to Eppé. When I went to the King, he told
me that the llerchant and his assistant from the Benyn had deserted on
board of an linglish ship, and that iir. Hertogh had sent Ondercommics
Fredricx and Assistant Dronssema thither to look after the Comp.'s effccts
there. As H.H. found himself in a very precarious situation because of
the war, without any servants or even a vessel to collect the remaining
goods from thce Benyn, and could be attacked any day -in fact already
having undergone an attack in which he had lost several men- mentionecd
ling asked me to go to XWlmina in order to inform the Hon D.~G. about all
this and to request a few more servants and a boat to collecct the goods
from the Benyn. He gave me 14 slaves and his boy to accompany me, asking
me to go as quickly as possible to Elmina, and to return soon to Eppé.

50 I went on 9th January with the mentioned slaves to I'ida, and sold a
few of them to Capt. La Place, after which I went on board of an English
war-ship to Accra ... (sigd, Dankaerts, hOilmina, 10/2/k756
As it appears in no way from this account that he, Danckaerts was scnt

on this journey by lir. Hertogh, but, as he says himsclf, on the insistcnce
of some llegro, H.I". gave into consideration that this deputation was on
little foundation and that it was not nccessary to pay much atteantion to
the request, also because even if Danckaerts had been provided with a
proper instruction, onc would at present not be able to help him, as
Tirstly because of the long delay of the expected ships we are at prescat
not provided with any current goods for the Lower Coast, secondly the
E&gves are at the moment being sold in our Amcerican Colonies at a hope-

1§§§ﬂly low price, and thirdly because there are no vessels available for

transport of either goods or men. It was thercfore unanimously
olved to send Dankacerts back to lir. Hertogh per first occasion whiclh

present itself ...

Beptember 1738. D.-G. read out two letters, dd. 15th and 20th of
-&,§$h, from the Commander at Bercoe: ... That the Akim Caboceers

and Oers had arrived with their army in the Agonna Statey and that
)1  of that state had fled to the safety of the Tantynse country.
oned General Oers had sent, shortly after his arrival his sword-
] gf 3 P (=9) gold and 2 slaves to the Lnglish merchant
. to be allowed to come under his fortress (sic),

Egaf_agrn@&, Baymg even that he, Oers,
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1t is not quite clcar what it the aim of mentioned ‘kimse, but Commies

Yan der Kuyl -and with him several Negroes.- think that the Akimse have
as&in the intention of attacking our factory at Accra. This matter should
indecd be considered seriously by iembers of the Council, as they may well
remember that Gencral Oers shortly ago has alrecady attacked the Comp.’
gubjedts at Accra with the intention of destroying them completely, but
that he had been thwarted in that aim; moreover, that it is hardly a seccrct
that the Danish Governor is inciting him hard to do so. It was resolved

to bring the factories at Bercoe and Apam in a proper state of defence.

30th October 1738. D.-C. suggested that it wvould be good to dispatch as

spon as possible the small ship “"Vrouw llaria to the Lower Coast for the

folf%ing urgent reasons: firstly, for some time now there are rumours that
1 Oppercomiiies Hertogh would have died, which is more and more being confirmed
by English and French nationals, and secondly that one should eventually
believe this kind of news, as in spite of several lectters sent to him, no
reply has been received from him since 20th April last. Tinally, if this
presumption were to be proved true, which God may forbid, therc would be
little hope of preserving our position there if no quick and firm action
were taken, because it is very well known that that titbif has made the

I umouths of the Inglish water for a long tine ...

WICNTLT, Tetters from the Guinea Coast.

Jan Bronssema, Pattacary, to Ass. of X, 3lst July 1738. ... This is to
gnform V.lls. most humbly that on 29th April of this year, by 7.30 in the

Hendrick

evening, the lon. lir./llertogh was murdercd by four Tidase Illegroes, with
tlle result that cverything was left here in a desolate condition, as said
E@graua stole and plunderdd everything. In the mording of 30th April the
ﬂigrues of the dececased divided themsclves in several groups in order to
7,'§$$ﬂﬁk in that monner the Fida Prince, whom they found well prepared to
hetand any attack. But after more than an hour's fighting the Fidase

B

nmmt to flight. Dut the situation remained very confused, and the

5 wished to have a new Ghief (=commander), and so they chosc me to
 the time being possegsion of the Comp.'s lodge. I hope that I

ointed officially to that position, so that this place may be

cae

-'ngﬁn by Ed. Swaan, Cﬁpt. of the “Jonge Danitl”, "on the
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our lodge in the Benyn was provisionally abandoned. It is however not
advisable to give up that position, as it is from there that come the
pest and the heaviest elephants' teeth ...

{le shall observe Y.Hs.' recommendation to apply all our diligence and
yigilance in the search for and discovery of minerals, and we are pleased
to note that Y.Hs. have had the goodness to send such an excellent, =ble
and experienced person as the mine-master Jonas Schnak, who arrived here
on 22nd July in the company of two miners, and who are now prospecting
in the hills around Elmina. Ve may also note on this occasion, that the
value of kakeraas gold, with which the servants arc being paid, is these
days quickly declining, so that we have to increase the salaries ...
CUoncerning Y.Hs.' complaints about the high cost of medicines for the
glaves, we may note that particularly when slaves get holes in their
legs, either as a result of desease or worms or accidents, they becaver
much more quickly by tuking the medicines of their own land than by
being compelled against their will to take Buropecan medicine. ... le
toolk note of Y.Hs.'! disapprobation of our buying 50 slaves for gold and
{,Hs.! recommendation, as a result of the poor success of the slave trade
(in America), to concentrate more on the gold and ivory trade. We there-
fore would like to propose to offer tradecgoods in exchange for gold to
the same low prices as do the frec ships ...
i certain Negro from the Fantyn country, a relative of the exiled makelaer
Teklki, has tried to make the peoples of Great Commanic and Abremoc deveted
to himsclf, and makes now new claims on the Elmina pcoplec. This has
causcd new discordance which compeclled traders coming from The interior
£0 avoid the Great Commanic and Abramboe roads, with the result that we,
ligre at Tlmina have to sit back whilst there is a brisk tradc in the
 factorics along the Upper Coast ...

losurc:) Copy of Lt. Hertogh to Des Bordes, Pattackeryc, 20th April '3¢
I reoceived Y.H's letters written to accompany licssrs Jan Schadec and
Berck, whom I have howcver not yet had the pleasurc to mect, as I
stand that they have thought it better to offer their scrvices to

ese King, but who must have secnt then back when he discovered
thulness of their offer, and who should now be at Fida.

ma that the whitemen had abandoned the lodge at Aga-~

v P hed Assistant Branssema and Ondercommies Frede-
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what they bartered, op what they had given to them. All the tradegoods
of the lodge vere sold, but there was still a lot of ivory in store.
There has been a quick succession of various coumanders at Agathon,
and the death of some of them was not even reported to Llmina. Hiack
of these comnianders inherited from his predecessor, and so Coffy in-
herited at last gold and silver to a value of about 8 ik when the
mentioned llerchant went away, telling Coffy and the slaves that he
just went “pringaren’, but in fact escaped, taking his housewife vith
him., This Commies Raams has also murdered one of my slaves, Afferry,
whori he accused of having raped two of his wegg®sses behind the lodge,
at the place where they used to -excuse me- relieve themselves. This
is not the only case of his wantonness reported to me ... the Comp.
slave Fockenmast was put on trial in the middle of the night and his
sentence was executed by the little wives of the lierchant and menticned
Coffy, who hoisted him with a rone around his neck and stones on his
fieet from & raffer in the ceiling of the hall of the lodge, so that
he lost his life whilst he was kept thus Kanging in the air. His
crime was that he would have threatened the life of the Commander.
Another Conp. slave, Docco, who was goat-herd and whc had not properly
watched the goats, so that one or more of them were stolen, was lashed
by the Bomba -in H.H's presences for such a long time that he had to
be dragged outside dead. Another Negro of mine, BRlaauw, {(=blue) was
also sumiioned to the hall in the middle of the night and suspended
fron a rafter, but he survived. Afterwards iI.H. crushed however his
brain-pan with a hammer. Another ilmina free llegro, Acquini, nearly
lost his life as a result of H.H.'s treatment ... Who has authorised
1 lir. Daams to be his own judge ? All this was asserted by the ilinasc
free llegroes and my boy Coffy, taking the most powerful oaths in accord-~
ance vith this land's custom. Since Assistant Danckaerts deserted
lppee in January and has gone I don't know where, I am entirely deprivel
of servants. |!/hat kind of people are those two at I'ida is clear frow

their conduct, and I therefore request Y.H. once more urgently to

send me soon some proper and able people ...

 Des Bordes to Ass. of X, 26th December 1738. ... Having heard several
e es runours from English and French Captains about the death of Opper-
s Hertogh, I did at first not want to believe them, as in such
their informations are often rather apocryphal (sic), but event«
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(Encl.) Bronssema to Des Bordes, Pattackery, 20th liay 1738. ... At the
time of the murder of lir. Hertogh I was in Rio Lagos, where I had been
sent half a year earlier by lir. Hertogh, and when I arrived here on Stlh
liay I found everything in a desolate condition. The people and the
Caboceers here desired ancther Commander, and on the arrival of Capt.
Dlank, who had been sent by the King of Ardra in order to restore peace
and gquietness here, they took me by the hand, on 1lth lay, and in the
presence of all the llessieurs they brought me before Capt. Blank, with
a lot of llegro-ceremony. I doubt not that the liessieurs who bring Y.ll.
this letter will te®l more about that. ©nclosed Y.[I. may also find a
list of what the Negroes have left to us, which was at that same tiue
handed over to us by the Caboceers. The Negroes, who seem to have a
gtrong likening for a scribe, wanted o chose him among the liessieurs,
but I let them know that such was decided among the whitemen themselves,
and so we elécted lir. Derck as secrotary . Concerning the trade,
there is doubtlessly good opportunity at the present, because there
are plenty slaves, and the surrounding countries are friendly towards
fis. llale slaves are sold here for 3 oz. 8 Ang., females for 3 oz.
lle need a blacksmith here. ... PS. The Caboceers have kept Assistant
Danckaerts here, claiming that they need him to trust their palavers
o Hhme . -

(Enel.) List of cffects left at the lodge at Pattackerye after the
murdecr of Oppcrcommics Hendrick Hertogh:

21 slaves Houschold effects:
12 river canocs (i.a.) 3 paintings of quality
1 sca canoc 2 china pletes (i)

1 small yacht 1 standing clock

2 horscs and a foal % wooden statues (badly
24 Ps., cannon, of which damaged)

4 brass and 7 iron arc

at Rio Lagos
(Bnel.) Declaration by Ondercommies Chevallier and Assistants Berck
and Danckacrts, Pattackery, 14th lay 1738: ... that on 12th liay the

Caboceers, having come together, rcsolved to appoint one of the Comp.

servants herc prescnt as commander, after which Assistant Dronssema
 was indeed appointed to fill the vacant post of the Jdate iir. Hertogh.
'he Cabocecrs Jingin, Gyngyn and Accra handed over to him 1,000 nepten
d 100 iron bars, as well as some household efiects which had not
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_he had gone there only for robbery ... I hercby offer my services in

case a post were to be given out in the Benyn

(Capy) Jack lleese to Des Bordes, Epe, 14th October 1738 ... I was sent
by lir. Hlertogl to the King of Jaquin, in order to let him rebuild the
Comps's lodge, with which the King had already started, but as a result
of the accident which happencd to lir. Hertogh, the work was again aband-
oned. lir. Hertogh would doubt&&&sly/igge to Lpe in order to re-oven the
trade here and witha the King of Jacuin, because he could not any. longer
stay with the King of Appa with whom he had every day palavers, and if
the liina army had luck in defecating Daghome, he would certainly have
gone with the King of Jaquin to Jaquin, because Jaquin is quite near to
this plage. Concerning my humble person, I requested the King and also
the Captain to let me go to Elmina too, but the King answered me that

. e wounld kecp me here till further orders arrive from Y.H. The recason
ig, that lir. Hertogh sent me herec when he was still alive and because
the fing of Jaguin request Y.H. humbly to allow me to stay here to serve
the Comp.'s dinterest and trade, as I am somewhat cxperienced in the
halavers of tilis land and the customs of the lMNegroes. If Y,H. were to
dispatch soon a ship hither, we would certainly be able to supply it
quickly, as i do not doubt that one could buy the slaves here at a lower

price than ilr. Hertogh used to do. - sigd. This is X the mark of Ocer,
ding of Jaguin
Jack Hecse.
(Copy) Dronssema to Des Bordes, Pattaccary, 15th liovember 1738.
‘The great negligence of Ondercomuies Chevallier and Agsistant Iredewics,
wihom I had sent from here to Eppe as soon as peace and order were re-cst-
ablished here,on their urgent request, with attestations concerning whas

;ﬁmﬁ stolen from herc and what was found back in order to be sent to Y.IL

" with Capt. locor, who had offered his services thercto, causes me the
atest sadness and regrets, and I do not understand what is the cause
their delay. After the departure of said servaats and their delay
ppe, the King of Appa has again sought to make some palavers with
but he did not come to the fore with them before July when a certain
guese arrived here, whom the Appase King drew towards him with

e, giving for rcasons that we had Beteiyed him, having made him
the whitemen who had left for Ippe would continue to lilmina,



- 526

111 cont.)

yes here have at last taken up arms, on 13th and 1lh4th of this month,
and gone to Toliou in order to conquer it. ZIverything depends on this,

and it is likely that if the battle is won, mentioned island (Appa?)

will be sovereign and the Comp. will never more have to fear any clhamiti.
TFinally, I wish fo ask humbly again for my official appointment as Comu-
ander; things are now better here than at the time that lir. Hertogh was
liere, and the prospects are particularly good if the battle is won. The
popers of lir. Hdertogh are very confused, but it seems certain that there
are still some fine Portuguese slaves $o be paid, and their are gooa

signs thot the Noble Comp. will receive proper payment for them in due
TAme oo«

Johan Hessing, Pastor at flmina, to Ass. of ¥, 18th September 1739.

R NEte Eo Y.lls. dn great haste ... 1 arrived here ion the Elmina
Roads on 25th July, and when I went the next day on shore, I found, alas!
everything in total confusion: in the crom a great number of legro-huts,
according to some over a thousand, were in ashes; the Hon. D.-G. Des
Jordes was angry and of a week physical constitution; the Castle d'Elmina
wae danmaged on all sides as a result of the constant firing of heavy guas
gince 27th liay ... All this is camsed by sins which are crying to the
high Heavens and the discordance resulting from them, between these of

high rank as well as their subalterns on both sides «..

Bookkeeper-General J.Verschueren to Ass. of X, 20th September 1739.

I have been compelled to sit still with my liessieurs since October last

year, because in December it pleased I.Ii. the D.-G. to summon Assistant

liangold from Apam and to keep him herec under arrest. [There were rumours

that he was short of over 60 ik. But in June this year this young man

éﬁiﬁ personally released by the D.-G., and since that time he has had
Qﬁh@ daily honour of conversing with the General. On 2¢th June ilr. ian-
B ld went with lir. Hobroek to the Leeward, for what purpose one does not
, but there are rumours that it was .in order to bribe the Iatives

¢ to come to fight their compatriots and allies. Iarly this month
llangold came back, but he left again with 9 erates with 12 muskets
for the Lower Coast, as if he had paid his debts in full ... Under-
Commies Raams and Chief llerchant Barovius are being accused of
ts of imaginary misdeeds by the H. General, who refuses to sign

or to open the accounts books, although no accounts have

of X, 3rd lovember 1739. ... Victuals are being
] ' y even here at Chama, which is known

. The cause of this is the g

inere
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the llegroes of Ilmina got heavy disputes with those of Great Commany, and
soon also with those of Annomaboe, a big Fantyn crom. It came to a war,
but they were compelled to return to their respective cromé after having
been beaten off by the lMinase. Hereupon H.B, wanted the linase to go

to the interior in order to make war on Great Commany, but they refused,
claiming that their ancestors never had had the habit of making war into
the interior, and vhat they had always fought their wars on the coast;

that they were recady for the Great Commanise if they came back to nake

war on them, but that they would not go to them. H.%. the D.-G. resented
this so much, that he sent a servant to Great Commany, telling them tha

he, D.~G. had not the least differend with them, and that they were free

to panyar as many Elmina Negroes as they would like, threatening at the
gaimie time the liinase that he would bombard the crom, adding the following
words literally: that he would see te it that they would be forced to fighv
Great Commany. liir. DDes Bordes also had several fishermen and maize traders
arrested who were put in the Castle's prisons, and from this too Y.Hs. may
gee that he had since long the intention of ruining the ilina Crom. I
regret to say that in this way the outerforts are indeed put into great
danger, and I have also written to D.-G. abeut this, because it is known
that the Wassame liegroes have definitely the intention to make war on the
Antase, as the Commanders of Ifollandia, Accoda, Boutry, Taccorary and
facconde cannot expect the least support from Llminm. ‘he Yassase are

expected herec at Chama too ...

Verschueren to Ass. of X, 24th November 1739. ... I regret that I am

agaln forced to write to VY.ls. about the maltreatment and suppression

meted out to V.lis.® servants here. I have not seen any attempt, since

1 last wrote to V.is. on 20th September, towards a redress of the declining

hiﬁalrs of the lioble Comp., the Hatives not being able to achieve anything

ards the re-establishment of peace and guietness. This Castle has

in been repaired here and there with a little stone and clay, but only
order to make it ready for another war. Last night all guns were again
towards the crom, and everything has been put in readiness, down
ﬁﬂ?ning of matches. Tor some time now, therec have been rumours

s Fantynen would have been bribed with large sums, and they are

haxe made great presents to the I'antynen in
) - much wurried that the Elminase
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nim into a thousand little pieces. At Commany they don't want any ionger
to recognise as the commander of the fort. The whole Upper Coast is in
commotion as the Wassase are marching down from their land and want to
make war on the coast Negroes from Axim to Chama. All those Negroes have
come to the forts, which have been surrounded with palissades oo

The liine~master Schnak died last month, without having done =as far as &5
known- anything which could be to V.H.s! advantage. His mgners too have

died ..

W[IC 122; ‘'contracts with Nativesil.

This day, 2nd Septeumber 1739, undersigned, ii.Hoesen and J.Bontan, Commiss-
igérs for D.-G. Des Bordes, have gone to the square in front of the Castle,
where the following negotiations took place with the Elmina Negroes:

On the question why they had committed so much insolence against the Iloble
Comp. and its servants, taking up arms against them on 27th llay, they
claimed that they had never refused to do their duties to the Hoble Comp,
but that they lived in war with the Fantynen, that they had to take vict-
uals from Ahanta, which again and again had been taken away from them, and
that they could not live “pf the sea. That they can't tolerate that the
people of the Fiscal's quarters take away from them their victuals and

pay 4 or 5/8 for what is worth 1 Angels. That the Donko slaves, when they
go to quarry stones take from the women their bread, cloth and kakeraas

in the market. That they don't understand why it is now ~as never before-
forbidden to go on the Square with a cap on one's head, a cloth over one's
ghoulder and a pipe in onefs mouth. That they had suffered much under
Uy=G. Overbeeke, and had wished that lir. Des Bordes would become D.,~-G.,

but that they were preatly disappointed, and that they had constantly

had troubles with him. That they had always been slaves of the whitemen,
that they have been in the Benyn, and also have helped to conquer Cormantyn
and lollandia. That the D.-G. had prohibited their fishing an panyarred
food coming over sea. That when D.-G. had closed the gate, they went to
take their muskets, and that then they had been fired upon from the forts,
iﬁi‘ﬁkﬁt the guns had been earlier pointed in their direction. That it

always impossible to speak with H.H., but that he had imprisoned many
hen without any proof of guilt. That they mourned K1k dead, that 13
n b&&ly wounded and that their houses were burnt.

: d Commissioners g®plied, that they shoud have presented
" in a yroper manner, and not have started shooting at
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custom by which they were allowed to try to sell elswwhere all those
slaves who were brought to the forts but who were not accepted by the
lioble Comp. Turthermore, they asked to be allowed to collect themselves
salt if the ilobke Comp. did not do it; that through this trade Achantynse
kakeraas came in, so that the worst ones could be taken out; but it would
also be necessary that the whitemen let their servants take out the worst
ones too, which they declare to be willing to exchange; but they caninot
agree with the proposition to use cowries, because all the states in this
area use nothing but kakerass. Finally, they said that they do not want
any longer to be held responsible for canoes which may break in heavy seas
or travadoes. ... After these negotiations all parties seemed satisfied,
and as a sign that all hostilities had come to an end, they asked that
5 pguns be fired, which was indeed done.

b e b
Commies Schaik to iAss. of X, 29th fApril 1640 ... Willem Carstaris, who

took over the command from iir. Des Bordes when he became too ill during

the war, was of a very bad temperu He consunmed a lot of Liqueur de Canaille
bored «.. ilr. Barovius had to stay on St.lfago Hill under most miserable
circumstances, till it pleased the Almighty to pull the General out ef

this world, after which it seemed that all that breathed began to revive.

Chief lierchant Barovius to Ass. of X, 30th April 1740 (extract: original
manuscript consists of 68 pages)

20e L may humbly remind Y.lIs. that the Council has requested that the
vacant post of D.-G. may be transferred to my slight person. ... The
bringing to Llmina of a big Fantyn army, gn the invitation of the late
fNe=G., in order to ruin Y.Hs' subjects and also in order to enrich him-

gelf with the loot, vffered also an attractive opportunity to the so-called
King of \iassa, intiffer, to lay siege to V.lls' fortress at Saccondee,
Jbringing it into very narrow straits, but it was saved by the courageous
defence of the subjects. Along the Lower Coast too, several factories
‘were alarmed by the machinations of the Fantynen, and the commander at

'ﬁ@im,for instance, was compelled to spend considerable amounts in order

stop their mischief ...

do not want to give us permission to sell slaves to foreigners for
, but we may remind Y.lls. that the male slaves are being bought

. less than 5 @ and the females for prices up to 3 g 8 ¥. since
geem to be forthcoming, a net profit of about 1 # 8 F seens
ﬁﬁre as otherwise such slaves might well fall 1311 or die
It is not qmt& understandable hew V.Hs. can
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14th April. If they come through, we should be able to biy this year
still at least 2,000 Ps. slaves apart from the occasional quantities of
gold and ivory, in case Y.Hs. give permission to make the following
alterations in the price-list ... (follows a list of 40 items).
lle were touched to see that ¥.ls. gave again new orders concerning the
activities of liine-master Schnak, but we must reply, to cur regret, that
he, as well as the other mine boys, have in the meantime journeyed into
eternity. \le say ‘'to our regret’ not so much because of the eminence of
aforesaid person, butc rather because if he were still alive, we would
certaiﬂ/gave demended some answer from him for his unpardonable behaviour,
having deceived Y.Hs. in such a shameful manner, disguising his inabilit:
to find minerals under subtle acts of chemistry. He spent more than 3
months after his arrival in gilding hand-watches, poniards, knives, spoonc,
howls and watch-chains for the late D.-G., Oppercomnies Hobroek and
Commies Carstaris, the secretly opening of all sorts of letter-seals and
closing them again invisibly ... Finally, as a proof of his mineral
abilities, ne began to make a mine under the garden-house just West of
St.fago Hill, but so close to the Salt River, and in such low grounds,
that at high tide the water would nearly reach the place where the dig-
gings were. \hilst this was going on, the liine-master suddenly got the
idea to make ancther mine a little less than an houris distance to the
Horth of Llmina, but with as little success. One of the miners actually
told me that he, Schnak, had no idea of mining at all, that at best he
could be called a very mediocre chemist. It was only because of a false
war-atarm that this useless work was stopped. Then he went to the Uppex
Coast, but there he committed such follies, that the Commander of IHollandi .
was eventually compelled to put him in shackles. Ile treated his mine-sojc
also in such a scandclous manner, that several people have assured us
that they have died rather as a result of misery, hunger and beatings
than of the ordinary land-desease.
ile noted Y.ls.' surprise and #displeasure about the fact that the affairs
of tue former Oppercomuies Blet remadn un-finished, but the late D.-G. is

to be blamed for this, and it is very sad that mentioned Elet had to stayr

such a long time on the Coast without progressing an inch. In the
-ime the effects of Carstaris remain under sequestration, and he iz
 § in a daily pen-and-ink war, in which we shall let them continue ...
at present so ignorant of what is happening along the Lower Coast,
looks as if there had never been such a thing, on the one hand

- ve e for such a long time kept outside gvorything, and on the
o g long time thq:-e has been no corrcspondence betwecn us
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Annemaboe, called Courantier.
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e went personally to see him, on the
oral promise of safe-conduct made by a scrvant whom mentioned Caboceer
sent to him, Ilobroek, before he disembarked. BDut up to now he is being
kept under arrest by Courantier. All this may be explained from the

fact that the late General and he, liobroek, had bribed the entire Nantyn
country, but since the FTantynse were compelled on 21st liarch to withdraw,
they have thought it good teo get provisionally this hostage ia their

hends in order to compell the lioble Comp. to pay a handsome ranSom ..

(Encl.) Journal concerning the most remarkable incidents cecunring Wi bl
this Government between 16th March and 15th April, extracted by J.ilzevier.
On 16th llarch General Des Bordes expired, leaving the country fulil ot w=r
aml in an indesribable confusion, the Elminas seeing themselves surrounded,
gince Sth January, and besieged by an army of 30,000 Fantynse Negroes,
galiled 1in by the deceased in-order to ruin them, if npossible, totally

and to make their wives and children their slaves. lilessrs Hobroek, Cars-—
taris, Lihme, Van Voorst and Verschueren went. 80 see the arrested Jhiéi
llerchant Barovius to aBk him for advice, but he refused, saying that

gince Lis arrest on 18th lovember 1739 he had been completely cut off,

and that first of all he wanted to know if they knew why at all he had
been imprisoned. Aforesaid gentlemen, although all of them were llembers
of the Council, said that they didn't, as the late D.-CG. had never given
them the least knowledge about the reasons for his arrest or asked for
their consent in the watter, and that it had been impossible to them

to make any change in his decisions on account of the unbearable moods

‘of the late D.-G. iir. Carstares too, denied to have heen involved in

L any way in the arrest of lir. Darovius. ...

~ On 21st ilarch President sent messengers, led by Assistant liangold, into

4 the Fantynse camp, to ask the Fantynse to stop their attacks as D.-C.

Bordes had now died, but to their surprise the deputies were answered
at they, Fantynen, would continue their war, as they had promised to

8o to the late D.-G. ... We then decided to protect rigorously the
Vmitﬁry and the subjects of the lloble Comp. with such power as we ﬁad,
to show this bribed army that the present Government had resolved

e the lioble Comp.'s prosperity at heart, and not its ruin. .. .

i n having started their attack between 8 and 10 o‘clock, we
our men defending themselves with virile courage, and pushing
‘enemies. It was not necessary to fire more than two or three

m o "&ﬁ.':fmgaw to cause wentually the greatest con-
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eager they were to prove their former Ffidelity and submission to the
lloble Comp. and to offer their obedience and faithful services ... on
vhich President replied that he had taken note of their complaints and

that their rights would be protected.

oo o

(Encl.) Extracts of Ilinutes of Council.

2end liarch 1740. ... llembers of the Council agreed unenimously with the
instaliation oi Chief lierchant Barovius as President of the Council.
‘resident put the question whether any of the present iiembers could ex-—
plain why the Assistants Raams and Van der Putte had been kept since iiay
1738 in rigorous arrest, with the result that they have suffered great
demages to their health and forces. It became clear that none of those
present had ever quite understood what were the exact accusations made
against them, and it was therefore unanimously resolved to release these
two persons provisionally, so that they can recover a little, till further

inquirges have veen made in the exact nature of their offences ...

20th liarch 1740. President informed Council that the Chiefs of the Crom
had sent some deputies with the humble request that the persons who since
the begimning of January were being kept in the prisons with a heavy chain
around their necks and shackles around their ankles, only, as far as ti.ey
knew,on account of their being suspected of some treason for wlich they
had,however,not yet been condemned, be at least released of the heavy
chain around their necks, thus preventing their total collapse. ilentioned
Chiefs added that they would be pleased to note that henceforward, in case
any of their people were suspected of certain offences, suspects would

no longer be submitted to terrible tortures, that their cases would be
'in@uired into in a more orderly and moderate menner, and that those who
are found guilty be punished witheut undue delay ... It was resolved to

agree provisionally to the above request ...

ﬁﬁg@ﬁm) D.Hobroek, Annomaboe, to Barovius, 2bth April 17k0. ... ¥,H. nay

in the Cormantyn correspondence how muci has been given to the Fantynsc

orders of the late General: ... 13 ik for initial costs, for the

sther of the land (sic), and furthermore, according to agreement,

exchange for which were given 13 young impias (pawns),
'if the matter had been done to the satisfaction of
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slaves, having at the same time the liberty to sell them again to Dutch,
French and fnglish ships and to store tradegoods acquired for them in
their store~houses, using those goods again for their trade. But strict
orders are also hereby issued, that the sellers should be able to preseant
papers about these sales, and certificates that at least 8Ang¢\of liguid
gold, or otherwise the same value in ivory has been paid as recognition

to the Company for ecach slave, whether male, female or child.

12th August 1740. ‘Informations about the troubles between the nglish
llegroes of Sacconde and the Antase’. ... lir, Dunbar would have asked
why the Sacconde people had panyarred and maltreated Lnglish merchants,
on which the Saccondese replied: Our ancestors have built this fort, of
which we expect protection, and we wish to know why the iinglish have
assisted our enemy Intuffer. On this the ¥nglishman replied: but we did
allow your women and children to come inside our fort; but when ilessrs
llelville and Craig started to count them, vou began to fear that tiicy
otlldibe sold outt toe Lntuffer. But they replied that this had newver bLeewm
the habit among free negroes ... The legroes furthermore certified to
ilr. Dunbar that when :ir. Cope came, that they had offered him 50 bendas
if he would offer them protection, but that iir. Cope had refused; that
Intuffer would have offered to Cope to defeat the .ntase, and to give hin
the Dutch forts, on which the Inglishman would have said that he was not
gliterested ... He then sent a servant to Intuffer to tell him that there
i8 an inglish and a Dutch fort at Sacconde, and that it would bhe better
if he, Intuffer went to the Dutech forts in Upper Anta. DBut Intuffer
replied that he had no intentions aginst Huropean forts, but against the
Qntase. As the ifnglish also sold tobacce, cloth and gunpowder to Intuifes,
the linglish Saccondese felt betrayed. \hen Intuffer came behind the
 lnglish fort at Sacconde, Ondercommies De Schenker sent them a message,

s urging them not to offer protection to Intuffer, but to keep out of the

leaver; but when Intuffer did start to fight, the lnglish fired on the

August 17L0. ... Commies Starckenborg reported on his mission to
: #0 find out why the Fantynse had appeared with such great might
Crom under the fort at Cormantyn, had threatened it terribly
ted contributions from the commanders of our forts at
mﬂf had blmkaiea cmm both on land and on sea ...
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Received from Pattakery a letter from Assistent Dronssema, dé. l1lth August
17405 ... Sverything is here in peace and quietness, and there would be
pood trade, if only Capt. lioor were not oén this Coast; he has spoilt the
whole trade along the Lower Coast, and sent trade~-ships to various places
with such goods on board as are most popular among the Negroes. Ile has
chosen lippe as his main trading-place, and he stops‘there all the ships
of foreign nations. Capt. de loor also kept for more than 2 months letters
which I had asked him to transmit to Y.H. ... I came here 2% years ago,
on the orders of D.-G. UDes Bordes, and I would have had to break up
long ago if I had not been able to continue the trade with ships of for-
efign Hations. DBut Y.H. could only make the trade flourish if Y.H. could
get Capt. lloor removed from Lpé. Y.H. could do that by ezcluding Eppé
from the passports for the Portuguese, giving them in stead authority to
go to innemaboe or Quita. [he llegroes here have a terrible dislike of
lioor, 'and the King of Rahomme, if he could get hold of him, would massacre
(sic) him in the most harrible monner, because he has several times sold
gunpowder and muskets to Schampa. e has also a tradepost at Popo. If
a ship of the Comp. came here, L could barter nearly a whole cargasoen
gfor golid: I could buy here at least 200 ilk per year. The trade at Fida
seems to be poor. The Portuguese are said to have thrown half of their
tobacco over hoard, as the Dahommese don't like their tobacco. The old
ling of Dahowme, the one who has destroyed ahd wasted all the states, has
died, and since his death two of his sons are making war on each other
for their possession, which is being caused by the Vordersauwene (=?),
Wwho profits from this occasion and who is already marching up with an
army of 20,000 in order to fight with the Dahommese. Dut no whiteman
Will trade with him, because he is a real robber ... lleese helps iloor

and sets him and other traders up against me ...

lleplied to bBronssema that I will do a good word for him with the IHon.
Directors, but that I can't supply him with more ships, as the Comp. does
no longer &rade in slaves, but that the trade is now not being done by

‘the Comp.'s servants on the Coast entirely for their ewn account, as they

to pay on every slave 8 Amg.of gold as recognition to the Directors ,
‘that I trust that he will continue to trade with ships of all Nations.
fﬂmch l?kl Circular letter anncunclng appoantment of De Petersen as
Director-Cieneral
. Received a letter from Comiiies Van Iluyl, Accra, that
'Ekimee had come for palaver with the iccrase, involving

con. !l‘hat the whole Accra country had
n gaﬁ in mmﬁt*r' ot
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27th July 1741, QReceived a letter from Van Xuyl, Accra: ... The origin
of the palaver here can be found in the pen (agreement) which the
Tantynse, JAquamboese, Ackimse and Accrase had made that nobody would
panyar any of each other's people. But they say that it was broken by
the Accrase. I demonstrated thuthe Accrase that the Fantynse had also
broken it, as I had sent one of my servants to Apam, some time ago, with
my came, but that e had been panyarred and sold‘by the Fantynse o
Lth December 1741. ... from Van Kuyl, fLccra: ... The Assiantynen and
the Ackimse are preparing for war. The Ackimse ask me for more powder
and guns, 5o please send me some from Slmina. Schampo is at the moment
making war on Awona. Yith all these wars a lot of people from Accra and
also from Temma have come to stay here in the fort. e are getting short

O WALET .

HBKG 106; Journal.

(lAxim Correspondenc&’) 18th Aprdil 1742. Iir. li.Van der Noot de Gietere
wrote about gold-mining; that it could be quite successful if the liatives
were not so aggressive. They once attacked the Portuguese, when they made
attenpts to open a mine, then us, for instance when they attacked the
gtronghold on iiount Ancoper, but in that case the garrison managed to

take refuge in Axim. It would be very expensive to start any such enter-
prise with success, as one would have to give a lot of presents beforehand.
If you try to make a mine on your own, it is always the same thing: 'my

friends, you will have to move; our dominee or fetisse paap says that

the fetisse has ordered him that no gold should be dug in our country,

because our country would get involved in heavy war? ...

(“Accra Correspondence!’) 2%rd Harch 1742. Received from lir. Van Kuyl a
'Qé;th&r dd. 16th liarch: «.. Yesterday the Assiantynen have defeated the
fﬁﬁimse, which caused great confusion here, and people 2ll along the Lower

t seck protection under the fortresses. Iiere the llegroes are busily

ng the Cat-place in order to use it for bBheir defence. They are

that the issiantynen will come to make war on them too. According

v'ﬁﬁra most of the Akimse have fled to the Lower Coast. They may also

: e, but in that case, the Negroes say here, they can't give themn
tion. They are seriously short_of water, The Danish Governor

people to Akim; these legroes have come back and declare

: ﬁi_ﬂklm has been &éfeate&, and that very nany grandees
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1st april 1742. DReceived from Van Kuyl, Accra a copy of a letter written
to him by Commies Gawron at Apam: .., This is to tell you that liakelaer
Dacon is dead, and that the Aguamboese have his head, which they want to
bring to Pockoe as soon as the war with the Assiantynen has subsided a
little. But the Fontynen have suffered great damages from the panyarring
~nore than 100 of them were teken away- and since the fLssiantynen have
panyarred so many of them, none of them have anymore heart for a battle.
Yet Fontyn wants to defeat Agonna, because it refuses to give back what
was panyarred ... PS. The Tontynen spread the rumour that Oppockoe will
not come down to Accra, but that he will send from this ... (2) deputies,
and that Pockoe will put the Agquamboese again in their country, and also

that Baquentyn is alive in Pockoe's hands, and that he has Oers!' head

16th April 1742. Wrote to Accra: Gentlemen,/: i.e. Comnies Raams and
Bookkeeper Gen. Verschueren:/

This is to intruduce to you the iAssiantynen who came to bring the news
of their victory and who asked for transport to Aiccra in order to warn
the Assiantynen there not to undertake anything against the liatives
under the jurisdiction of the Dutch llation, because makeloer Darcon,
about whose conduct they (we?) are very angry, has already died, his
head having been cut off by the Aquamboese. 'The Grandees gf%tgis Cromn
furthermore request me to ask you to send on their accgggtﬁ%heovalue of
2 slaves, if there are /ssiantynen who could gcarry it, to Pockoe, which
they promise to pay for to the Chief ilerchant. I think that the Dutch
Nation should keep itself neutral, but I send hereby also my servant
Abram with a present for Pockoe, to whom he should request to make every-

thing guiet again.

23%rd April 1742. DReceived a letter from Raams & Verschueren, dd. lccra,
*s 20th April: ... 'he deputies of Pockoe have arrived here to tell about
S his victory, briaging a preéﬁt of three jawbones. There are every day

more doputics coming from Assiantyn; by now thew are about 50 or 60.

fhey come well armed, and spread along the entire Lower Coast, but they

1 any acts of enmity before the palaver about
ransom has been made. Ue wegretted to note that tﬂg Assiantynse Ambassador
came from Blmina demanded,as goon as he put his foot on shore, all

t Darcon had possessed here and elsewhere, to the Taet bit. What
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saying thot Pockoe's mmbassador and Y.H.'s scrvant have only come here

for the furtherance of Pockoe's war against them, Fantynen ...

27th April 17L2. \Vrote to Raame and Verschueren: e.. Y.is. should tell
the Assientynen that Darcon went to Akim without any special intentions
against them, but only for his own palaver; that he was kept there becausé
of the oncoming war, against his free will. ile repeat that it is our
opinion that we shiould stay as neutral as possible, but that we should

not agree to their demands concerning Darcon's family ...

29th April 1742. Received a letter from Rasms & Verschueren, dd. ..ccra,
27th April: ... Therc are heré some new rumours which cause considerable
unrest. The Assiantynen have sent here and to other places messengers

to take from every coast crom a small levy. All these croms, including
ours, have paid up, but iir. Dorpf, the Danish Commander at llingo, has
refused, and offended them, calling them thieves and beggars.: /A few days
later the Assiantynen came down with 4,000 men, and took away all his
subjects and servants; the huts were looted and the fort was besieged.

Lihe Danes are now very frightened, and fear that they will come herc ...

lst lay 1742. Received a note from llessrs lielvill, Chalmer and Crichton,
dd. Cape Coast Castle, 30th April, ... Ue received advice frow the Lee-
ward that Apocko's intentions on the Accra natives are still doubtful.
Mr, lNelyill will therefore go thither ... We should act in concert in
this affair, and we propose to act jointly on any Treaty which may be

contracted with Apocko ...

13th llay 1742. Received a letter from Raams & Verschueren, dd. Accra,

8th lay: «.. The Assiantynen are not at 2ll prepared to accept our ex-

planations concerning Darcon, and they threaten to come down with Fockoe
-

ang to ruin the whole country. Therefore we have given ~on the insisicnce

of the Accra Grandees and Darcon's relatives themselves- 5 big strings of

conte de terra, worked and lopse gold, a bex with cloti, and anything

hich could be got from the @deceased’'s household, wives and slaves to
old Assiantyn imbassador. - Dut he demandled still 6 big bottles filled

'gglﬁ, whicl he salq to be buried insidg this fort, and the first wiic
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15th day 1742. Urote to Raams & Verschueren: ... It is reported that the

. Fantynen panyarred about 90 Assiantynen who were returning after having

: bought salt here ... .lake sure that Pockoe gets to know about the mis-
behaviour of the /Assiantynen at Temma, and that if he does not give recciip-
ensation there, that we shall issue a general ban on the sale of muskets,

gunpowder and lead to all iAssiantynen ...

2%rd llay. Received a letter from Raams & Verschueren, dd. ficcra, 2lst

liay «.. lir. lielvill has not yet arrived. He is reported to be still at

et et

Simpa. On 11th llay all difficulties with the Assiantynen were solved,
and that same afternoon they departed altogether from under the fort.

Your servant and the ilmina Caboceers have not gone with them. There

| are rumours that the iZnglish have had to pay large sums on the first

| visit of The /ssiantynen. Yesterday an ambassador of the King of Assian-
' tyn came here with some of the Company's goods, a slave and a child,

‘L captured by his people at Temma. He said that the King i:ad been very

;) angry, saying that he had always wanted to be on friendly terms with the

( Dutch Nation, and that he will pay for the remaipder of the damages.

| /e expect a bloody war between the Assiantynenand the Fantynen, because

. 1t is said that Pockoe has drawn all his forees Yogether and that he is

advancing on Agonna ... An inglisk ship arrived here with the news that

the Hing of Ojo has defeated the Xing of Dahomme with the help of the

Great Robber 5jampon, and that feor three months new there has been no
trade at all at Fida....

25th liay 1742. Sent the following circular letter:

«ws The Grandees of this subjeet Crom informed us that the Peoples of

~llassa, 'tJuffer,ibrimboe, Great Commany, Foetoe, Simbio smnd Fantyn

‘ have put their heads together and spread the rumour that the last

. arriving ambassadors from the King of Assiantyn heve come to this Crom

- with the jawbones of their defeated enemies and in order %o announce
that they would attack and ruin all the aforesaid Peoples o -

’Mé:aanno¢ but insist (with them) that this rumour is false, and Y.is.

e i -y -
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