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FOREWORD.
. Magnus Sampson has asked me to write a foreword
is very able and interesting Essay of his, ‘Of Gold
Journalism.” It is a grest jov to me that. after
three vears which I have spent in England since
v West African friends are still my friends, and
askm;'ta do thisfnrhf;::. A%d I have
gladlv—though I fear somewhat dilatorily. owing
pressure of work—done my best to correct the
of the Essayv, and to see it satisfactorily through
. His pstience with my delays is only another
of his friendship and kindness to me.

Press of a country not only reflects the opinion of
e. but 1o a great extent also moulds the opinion
of such as read it, not only by its leading articles, but
even more by the various methods it may
presenting news items to its readers, stressing
either excluding others altogether, or relegat-
to an obscure corner of some unobtrusive
. It is my opinion thal. with the present rapid
of education in the Gold Coast and Ashanti, Gold
journalism stands to-day at the beginning of a new
era of great and ever-increasing responsibility. Within
the next ten or fifteen vears it must necessarily attain a
power of shaping the thoughts of a people to an extent
which has not been possible in the past. But it is not
possible to build, either in journalism or in aany other
mﬁthultmy study of what has been
v built by those who have worked at the task

before we came to it, and it is therefore particular

suitable that at this juncture Mr. Sampson has collect
for us in this most readable essay a good deal of detail,
not readily accessible, of the pioneers who in this field of
Gold Coast journalism cleared the Bush and laid the
foundations in years gone by.
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A Brief History of Gold Coast
Journalism.

PREFATORY NOTE.

The substance of this historical narrative was first
delivered at a lecture under the distinguished Chairman-
ship of Dr. J. R. Forde, M.B., Ca.B., (Senior Medical
Ofhicer) supported by his amiable wife, Mrs. Forde, on
July 9th, 1982, under the auspices of St. John's Church
(English Church Mission), Winneba. Shortly afterwards
1 wrote a summary of the lecture for the 1982 Special
Christmas Number of the Gold Coast Independent under
the title of “*Masters of Gold Coast Journalism.”’

But this booklet has been suggested by a hint given by
a correspondent from Nigeria—evidently a Gold Coast
African resident in that place—in a letter contributed to
the Gald Coast Independ-nt some time after the lecture had
been noticed in that paper  in adopting the suggestion,
I have rewritten the narrative with additions, and it is
issued as an historical vade mecum for the student of

listic and political history of the Gold Coast.

1 am indebted t-:s the Rev. Father Bernard Clements,
0.5 B.. formerlv Rector, St. Augustine’s Theological
College, Kumasi, a true lover of *"y¢ African. particularly
the Gold Coast African. who in the midst of overwhelm-
ing labours, has kindly given time to read the booklet and
to write a foreword, and also to see it through the press.
I am also obliged to my cousin the Rev. Father George
E.F. Lamng. (Priest-in-Charge of St. John's Church,
Winneba) for valuable suggestions.

Further, 1 would not forget to mention with grati-
tude the invaluable assistance given me by my Father,
Mr, P. E. Sampson, Barrister-at-Law, and my old friend
Prince R. J. Ghlm as well as my uncle, Mr. Willie
Freebody Acquah {or various forms of encouragement.

MacNUs . Sampson.
Winneba,
July, 1934.



it in his brief but cxeellent account—a multum in
- tws wen allowed to remain an ‘‘unwritten "all
these vears. It is, therefore, scarcely necessary to em-
phasise the importance of this work, the object of which is
to review briefly the period or gmund already covered by
Caseiy Haviord. and to endeavour to fill up the gap of the
past three decades of journalistic tkwlopmmt of this
country for the a.cmntxﬁc or comprehensive treatment
of the subject by the future historian.

The three estates of the realm, as is well known, mtht
three orders into which all natural-boen subjects are
legally divided, to wit, the Clergy, the nobility and the
commonalty. They are represented in Parliament by the
Lords Spiritual, the Lords Temporal and the Commons.
RBut in England journalism is also now an estate of the
ltalm—the t'nu.rth estate—which is said to have been
more powerful than any of the estates, and even more
powerful than all of them put together if it could ever be
brought to act as a united whole. This is a truism hardly
needmg illustration, since in the ecivilised world thu'e
s perhaps nothing which the statesman or politician fears
so much as the press. This is obvious because it is the
press which educates public opinion and which also, by
its agitations, is capable of dismissing Governments
from power and Parliamentarians ﬁ'om their seats in
Pariiament. It was nothing surprising, therefore, when
that renowned English statesman , Mr. Winston Churchiil,
eried out, “*God preserve us from our patriotic press.”’
And as the press has been sometimes a curb to states-
mien and Governments throughout the civilised world , so
let us hope, in the near future, our press will be to the
Central Government and leaders of thought, when we
shall have passed out of our preseat stage into a more
advanced one with an effective voice in the management
of our affairs,

It has been said that the journalist is older than the
journal, This fact could be shown from instances taken

from classical Athensand Rome. That is hnI
and Isocrates of the famous Athenian days to
have been the first journalists or pnmphlm that ever
lived. Furthermore, Julius Caesar and Cicero, of the
brilhant Roman punod mslnhmnhhejvmh




The same truth may be illustrated from the experiences
of mediaeval England. Before the invention of printing
in the fifteenth century, the fore-runner of the modern
newspaper man was a news collector and distributor
whose name was Fenn. The noble man made it his duty
to go about from place to place and from day to day
collecting news and observing happenings which he put
into writing for sale as a weekly newspaper. This self-
imposed task of Fenn was the humble beginning of
English journalism. Similarly in this country did the
jJournalist exist before the journal as we shallgpresently
see. Truly history is cosmopolitan.

L



Caarrer 1I.
JOURNALISM IN THE NINETEENTH CEN v

The history of English Journalism in its early stages,
finds close analogy with the history of the Gold Coast
Journalism in that as Fenn started English Journalism
as a news collector and distributor, so also to Charles
Bannerman, of Acern. is due the honour of sowing the
seed of journalism in this country in the **Seventies' asa
newsletter-writer by editing the Wegt African Herald
in_his own handwriting on foolsesp paper. This was
before the introduction of the priuting press into this
country. But it was the celebrated James Brew, of
Cape Coast, who watered the seed sown by Charles
Bannerman—a man of the highest wtegrity and political
honour—and saw i*s germination in the edtn.br:im

of the first newspaper press in the Gold Coast. which
indicated the transition from mwahmr-tﬂt&c to
newspaper edition. This happened in 1885 when he
(James Brew) started a paper called Western Echo at Cape
Coast. With his facile pen and with s burning and
charactertstic enthusiasm, he displaved a rare Journalistic
acumen. and ranging with the vigilance of an eagle and
the dignity of a veritable Achilles in the famous columns
of the Western Echo over the whole West Alricun polities,
he compelled the respect of both Governments am
peoples. He developed into the most brilliant g
that the Gold Coast has ever known; and 1o n

man ever stamped. in characters more distinet

.
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durable. his personality upon his journal than was done
by James Brew upon the Western Echn. He edited the

paper with the combination of such dexterity of met
and such rigidity of Jrinc.lple that for a number of
vears it was a souree of MPMIH h}f'm} sing vouth, A_‘
The late Honourable Casely Hav -l and the

late Timothy Laing, were his a ts on th
0. Those who did hat st
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ifhﬂe two gentlemen could. haps. form an opinion of
. theability of their innutur."{.ﬁ-ei: WTitings were a perpetual
- feast to the literary asparaint . The ““Ow!l " colamn of the
- Western Ecia, which was dreaded by officials high and
low, is spoken of to this day with great pride by elder
N mpk__ It was this paper which first opened the eves of
the peaple of this country as to the benetit s dervable from

a deputation to Eogland to lay before the British publie
country”s disalulities in thase days. In urging such

a deputytion James Brew wrate m the leading article of

the paper for May Zist, 1886, the tollowing magnificent
M:‘— A
x CAmong the absorhing topies of the day is the question
of the dﬂp&tt‘h of o deputation to Euglund . \'rr':. Vg iy
deed must be the nntions pinsessed by uny one of The present
Sate of affuies who wsks what cun 4 deputation de more than o
memoriel 7 First and foremost ; depitation possess speaking
s well ws writing powers : & memmarial contains only that which
| B inserted there-umi: it eunnot alSwer questions, it cannot
| remove donbts. it cannot give explanation on certain pants,
it cannot reason . it cannol argue bevond whut i contaims: it
Gan give the recipients but o feel e Wea of the parties who
e It sy have beey draughited for them by an alien
band. A deputation will gi1ve the Coloniul Office sotne ideg
of the people i goveEros | it will enable the authorities there to
form an opimion of 1he peopile who hay eluim W a share in the
R ' stration of their 0w allivirs : ot will opve the governing
body ocular proof of the enpubilities and the capmc ity of the
propie whom thes guvern and who now lay claim their right to
govern themselves, or, ot feast to have their represemtative in
Lovcal Legislature ; it will be better abie to seeure the ASsist -
anee of powerful riends than tons of memorials. which can be
sheived with the greatest facility . und 1 will awaker inlerest
| I OMF conoerns . T hese are sane of the oljects whick a T 1Y) -
1§ orial canust sccomplish, and are of suficient weight of them.
Ji selves to render the despatehing of the depatation dn imperative
| und a binding duty upos the conmiry .

-~ Compuring small things with the great, James Brew
| CMmay be said to have plaved a like part in Gold Cogst
| ralism thet Daniel Defor did in the evolution of
tsh jourmalismi.  Charles Banvermsn, James Brow,
) anneEnnan. an intimste friend of James Brew
and u v able contributor to the columns of the Westorn
&hﬂm Hansen. another accomplished writer of his
. MWHMI&: may be deseribed as the * futhers
~ of the Gold Coast m.liﬂmf',*}iM}' certainly deserve a
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inremost piace among the newspaper pioneers of t
country, Il may perhaps serve a useful
quote oune or two more exsmples to show the listie
skill and literary style of James Brew. Thebw
passage which 15 culled from the leading article of the
Western Echo of April 10th, 1886, spuh for itself:—

““We are pussing through & criticsl period of the M,’l
history. Lo after yvears it will be pointed to as the tume

which commenced its more rapid decline or ts advance il
sowle of civilisation. Trade declined and s declining
after day; the mal-administeation of aflaics by |

Grittith and his officials is causing discontentment and dissatis- l
fuction all round, and to bring into still bolder relief ¢ htﬂii‘ .
citul policy of our administration other influences are at 4
sapping the very foundations of law and order.’ -

Then again in the ‘‘Leader’’ of the same paper of
Decemher 16-23, 1886, the following passage appears:— ""_

'“The revenue of the colony is eaten up by the system
of government whmhmm t goes qz
that the governmental staff is far in excess of the needs and
wqumnwnun{theuﬂmmwﬁcmﬂ.h..ﬂ' E
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leave after u year's serviee makes o big hole in the
There is no enrthly reason for the continuance of

ment on such principles. The protectorate
m extent ullhgqh the revenue has advanced

bounds, but that is no illutianlwm ' .
Although we have it told us that when increase
i the siriot prineipies o€ pollimet seotany s gt i
w " mn
cl;mhw‘;hmmtheW-twn!Am*i d
even when the resources of a Colony are limited incressed ex-
penditure is justifiable.’’ |
The problems with which these quotations deal are
identical to some of the present day ones. The economic
blizzard with its :ttmchnt dcelhng revenue ﬂth
squandermaniac policy of the Governm - the
cnttcal financial situation of the
cal parallel—are all acute da
Jmuﬂmhdwa mthhnbjoumm'-
time, but it withmtuyincthtiﬂuﬁﬂ
sence of political and economic wisdom. The
cance oftheuymg “ﬁmh g new 1\
m"ilhueqhnld history repe

Wm society uyu’h::‘l— etthm f
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all interesting and educative features of the paper. 1In
1888, James Brew left home for Europe as a legal adviser

to the late Mr. Jacob Sey in connection with a case of his

‘against Mr. Walter Grifbth. and Jived there until his

death in London in 1913,

During his absence in England his nephew. the late
Honourable Casely Havford, who had been an assistant
editor of the Western Echo. re-organised the paper and
re-christened it the Gold Coast Echo. 1t had but a short
career of two vears, but uevertheless did useful service
to this country . Among other things that the paper did,
it is said, was to advocate a scheme of municipal govern-
ment for Cape Coast on native lines.

Contemporaneous with the Western Echo came the Gold
Coast News, which was published at Cape Coast with Mr.
Niblett, a European Barrister-at-Law. as proprietor
and editor. 1 quote below two editorial passages to
show the tone of the paper which was very much Jike
that of its contemporary . the 1Western Echo, as to fearless
and unremitting criticism .

f vV No doubt almost everybody who takes any interest in
| this colomy must have seen that among our varous wants at
;  the present moment 15 the estabhishment of a Bank . We are
aveure that this is o question which at its very threshold must
suguest some enquiry of an extensive charucter. Before 3
biank can be established or introduced into any place you have

10 muke certain that there are all the favourable eonditions to
ensure its maintensnce. In other words you bave to make
sure that the people for whose benefit it is intended are pre-
pared 1o reorive it in x proper way. or to accord to it that
Support which would be essentianl to its success. It would be
0 bse 1o introduce any institol ion into g place where the ple
would not be prepared to receive it or 1o care for it . m us
see i the Gold Coust s prepared to secord a favourable re-
EPLon to & bank. To begin with. are the le sufficiently
eivilised to know what a hank means ¥ We think they are,

It is true that in this country if the mvestigation were inst i-
ted. there would be 4 preponderating number of the inhabi.
Sants ignorant of the objects of such a useful establishment

Bat there would still be g good many people whose
tion fon the subject ) would be different q‘m

in whase direet interests the Bank would be introduced would
llumhvmilmubmn it and would rather be disposed



conception on its utility would be different and would
of an inclwation to do all in their power to keep it

Gold Coast News, June oth,
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q ““Iv another colion we publish :
Advoeate gorrecting some impression under T ‘
tabouring. We were under the impression that tr“
had been made for o Is from the Full Court
to the Privy Council, and although our belief :
paurcntly erroneous we think we were justified in amiving
that canclusion, by renson of the fact that we were
elforts having been mude in certain cases to
the Uourt here to Her Majesty's Privy Counci
attempts having been rendered abortive owing
having stated tha,t no such provision exmsted : and o
but unuvailhing eflorts were made to obtain nformation as to
the existence of any such order of enuctment:; We have no
hesitution in stuting it as our firts beliel that the nﬂﬂbhr 1
ally. with the exception. we dare say, of 4 few el
cognisance of the Order in Couneil to wiich the learned Queen's
Advocate refers. and we doubt mach whether it was known to
the members of the profession.  In sueh 4 case, we are of opin-
ion thut we are warranted in drawing aftention to what .
to us to Le a vital defect :nwhﬂmﬁh«y snd if the
result uf our articles of the *Srrrese Cornr ORDINANCE., 76 .
has led to the public being pluced hpmﬁuﬂuﬂrnh L
uwable information, of which it had no previous know ledee, |
cannot consuler that our homble efforts have been ent
mmdlrwud The Government Gazette was the N
for the publication of Her Majesty's Order in Couneil ; but
so happens that in this case it was almost tantamount to hid-
ing it under a bushel, hence the general ignorance thereof .
“'Gold Coust News,"* June 27th, 1883
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X The above gquotations make illuminating !'udug !t
was not until nine vears after the advocacy of the Gold
Coast News for an mtroducuun of a Baok into this coun-

memory seized the o ity
of British West Africa ltcd

of the man, for, it goes mﬂmtn olo ral bank
nghumuibﬂtcd inmsﬂlhtdlgmhth___ e
ment of West Africa. ‘
-.Theuxtpcpwtofolhwtbqeddm
Cape Coast was the Gold Coast People.w
mmmad mdcd.‘itedbvnpntm
identity % -ntnthewhﬂe
bmtoldby peoplethum
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some

~

Charles Bannerman the Eastern
without a paper untij during the early nineties w
Gold Coast Chronicle . the Gold Coast Ezpress,
Gold Coast I'ndependent came into existence at |

:
y

less a personage than the late Honourable John Mensal
Sarbah, C M (. Bossman's great work on the Gold Coast
Was reproduced in the pages of this paper which formed a
medium of mstruction in matters political, As g writer

his an outstanding f;oure among all those who haye
distinguishe themselves in the difficult art of WTiting 1n
the Gold Coast by | of the aptitude for the philoso.
phy of politics that belonged to him. The following are
olPI?is i.lluminnring_pim of writing ;—

~ T am afraid we are prone to undervalue our own capacity
and ability, certainly we are unwilling or casily discouraged to

) r peaple,  The
same budable object wys befure them hoty,

The African’s
ltempt  was Fithiessly crushed gnd s plans frastrgtod .
Japun was nt under A0V unsyvinpathet e protection ; she has
Survevded . and her o Sueoess ausht to be an inspirat on as
well as an incentive to the peuple of the Gold Coust Territories
tnnttrmpl neain to keep anstrn e until they win in the Twen-

Beth Century what wiys sought for Thirty-five Vears agn.'’
Far about twenty vears after the admirable efforts of

Province remained

hen the
and the

ne “"Chronicle’” was established for the hrst time in
RO1 by the late Mr. Boi Vanderpuve, subsequent v gt

assed mto the hands of the late Mr. Timothy Laing ., and

i I896 it was corporated in the West African Gazetse.
under the guidance of the man. The man who edited

r - the “Independent’’ was the late Mr. Bright Davies, of
Bt > .

B, Sierra Leone. The ° Erpress” being a

dherlv paper. does not Come under this head. Ity will,

e

-
et FJ

o ,1
& L S

k=

therelare, be noticed jn g subsequent chapter dealing
with daily papers of this country

S Bat by far the greatest effort in journalism in the
nincties it is suid. Was the Gold Coast Methodist Times

editor was the late versatile Rev. S. R. B. Attoh
» MLA.  The Paper was a religious one owned by

b T 15



the Wesleyvan Methodist Church, to which Attoh Allnl-
belonged as an eminent minister. But in spite of il:l
strictly religious policy, the editor could not using
its column to ventilate the political grievances of the
people of this country. This naturally met with the dis-
plt-asurc of the Wesleyvan Mission authorities. Never-
theless Attoh Ahuma was convinced of the justice of his
cause or the propriety of his action and declared that
Religion and Polities are two inseparsble things for,
wrthnut the political tranquility or safety of the
missionary cfforts would b-e impossible—"*Oman si ho nna
posi ban sim'’—to use a Fanti adage. It fell to the lot
of the ** Methodist Times'' to fight and win Governor
Maxwell's notorious Lands Bill of 1887 which to
declare all the lands of the Gold Coast Crown lands.
Thus Attoh Ahuma was rightlv considered a great
journalistie foree in his day. who by the popularity of his
topics and his treatment and by the universality of
interests to which he appealed carried the entire country
with him. He possessed an amazing stoek of English
words which were constantly employed by him.
Thus he lent himself at times to the temptntmn of being
bombastic. None the less he had a commendsbk
shrewd . and classical style of which the following seiceted
passages from his booklet entitled, **Gold Cmt Nation
and National Consciousness,”” which are reprinted from
the columns of the Gold Coast Leader, are an example :—

lthﬂnnmlvan:ﬂzdbv:ﬂudw
literalists that the Gold Coast, with its multiform
or Congeries of States or Provinces, independent of mhullur
dl:l ided by complex pohtmrru.:r institutions, laws .t:d customs
and speaking a great variety of languages could not be described
uumtumlgmtheminmtmolthewolﬂ. The term, it is
urged , pmuppuusm:tsmumutinu.theMutnhm-
geneous community included in or bounded by one vast Realm,
guwrnrdandmnholhdhynmpotmtmuﬁpmﬂm
of one constitution, one common tongue. But the objection
appears to us to be purely academic and is obviously advanced
without sufficient regard .Jldhl considerations. In
spite therefore of the dogmas dixits of those wiseacres
who would fain wm.h-mh the inalienable |
of nationality , we affirm, with d‘mm‘ S
theempllﬂhufmm that—wy are a ﬂ -
a miserable, mangled, MWMﬂ t -

16



quote a higher authority a Nation' scattered and peeled. . .
a Nation melted out and trodden down,’ but still 3 Nation.'*

""When a son of the soil who ‘wears the rose of vouth’
has cut his wisdom teeth. and is become conscious of himself :
when be fully knows who and what he is. he vet lucks one or two
things, perhaps the most important branch of his moral edu-
cation, that is o sav, if bis Jife is to be of any practical value
to himself and to the community at large amongst whom his
lot is cast. It is simply this : kis virtues mues! go out of kim, he
must touch other lives for good. As Shakespeare, the sweet
singer of Avon, has il 1 —

‘Spirits are not finely touch'd. but to fine issues. | ought
follows as a natural qorollary from I am and 1 cun.
Noblesse oblige—Nobility has™ its impositions of pecu liar
obligution, and the liberal gifts that we receive . 1he powers
that are developed in us, the knowledge that we soquire , the
experiences we go throagh sre all so many talents divinely
bestowed vn and entrusted to us for wise and far resching
purposes, and wor is that mman who waste himself upon hias
virtues, or his virtues on himself alone. oblivious of lis
environments, regardless of his mission i Jife.'

Chmitation, i is said, is the sincerest form of Hattery : hut
nemrding to Jonathan Swift in his Cadenus and YVanessy,
flattery's the food of fools.” Histrionism is undoubtedis ¢ Iy
speciul forte of the educuted West African : he is o Copy st to the
piteh of profune excellence. The Whiteman has )i Vites us
well as his virtues, and sometimes the viees of his virlues .
To follow him hall-wav, therefore, is not. and cannot be the
sincerest form of fattery. The average West African of the
Molluscun Order. is a clever imitator of everv-thing the White-
man thinks, and does and says. partaularly in the outward

appearance and observance.”’

Towards the close of the nineties—in 1898—the Goid
Coast Aborigines appeared on the journalistic field ot Cape
Coast under the auspices of the Gold Coust Aborigines
Rights" Protection Society. It was the Rev. Asaam
| who was first responsible Tor the editing of the paper;
| subsequently the late ** Father” J. P. Brown had charge
ol it. Copies of the paper which I have been privileged
|‘ 1o see convinee me of the good serviee it must have done
to this country. The following is the full text of the
leading article published in Vol. 1., No. . of the paper of
January Sth, 1898, 1 quote the full text because

of its very weighty message which may serve @ wuscful
w days of individualistic tendeney or
exc Yo



A WORD TO THE GOLD COAST ABORIGINES
RIGHTS PROTECTION SOCIETY .'
It will not be amiss thut our first words

dressed to the Society whose organ this ﬁ.!ﬁ*“ﬂ ansides

ourselves to have made our debur on thtiu;e of N ism.
There are one or twao very important « ":_r_ o
tion at this eventful time . but we must -Ih! tare

to offer an advice to the soctety. ““Adviee™ "'"“"J"‘-'
s cheap” . So s air. So commoniy is
water are each worth more than gold . and g »
costs nothing, somet imes turns out to be more val +-~
every word hadl been o divmond . i
“To even the most casunl observer . it .l-él h*
cerned thut s o people we ure o the eve of sume 1
and revolutionery changes. and for us wiw Iive at m
of our existenve to be mere “spectators of the plays
social and political stages, to be utterly uneoncerned :F

disinterested in, pussing events tith m « Lime “-w M

engrossed in the duties of one’s e
one sself imperturbable to eversthing m these |
not only of the direct Kind of ﬁelhultmnnd dkﬁ-&' ¢
tuuntn' bt hnnul;ul to one's self. and cruel and ungust
one' s pasterity Ve have each been ﬂepd 'In |
‘this lmF:e by the All.wise Providence ‘l‘?;:pun we huve
been endowed with special talents z our ot
live in these duvs, lu our ditferent walks of | Len “\"‘
has prepared ws—and how much that mtm hl ﬂ "'
and taxed His patience, He aloos fully knows. The old |
still live amongst us must renwember they are spared to
country for a purpose. their comrudes have done M&
gone to ‘j.:m the mujority. The voung. some with ﬁllll'
ence and position, others with their intelligence and influe i ,
some with their common sense others witls their ¢ "
ability . may lind encugh and e than enwagsh hﬂ-ﬁ
dear ﬁnthrrl:md What a good thing it would be _
one and all. adupt as their nmtto in life: “Dilee vt.
pro paleia merd,” " g moetto actuating their very motiv
they do, ruling their tcl?‘hlit‘ﬁ mm:. |
ul’uhntstﬂ.mtumn(n ! t oot
oy aim to build for themselves ; ¢ Dlesserd
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can be done. If that hideous thing, that béte noir of the coun-
. ean only be done away with, surely all things considered

w, at home and shroad ? We do not say this grim
all that is good and noble is indigenous to the soil—far
from this: but we do sav that it exists among us to such a de-
gmt:: One can see it mhlgmbmiugrrwr}'thingtheﬂ'cn
where the prosperity | the _ and the peace and the quiet-
ness of the land are at mﬂ no. Jet us seek to bury this
fiendish spirit.  Let those who are blessed with the pood things
of the warld know how to give a helping hand to a poor strug -
ﬂwmatn brother nd he will find some good will acerue
that little kinduess and immortalize his name when the
wealth which bhe sought to amass would have been squandered
by those he left behind.  Let these foe) that after all. they are
but stewanls of what they possess, to Him who raiseth up one
sod putteth down another. Let those amongst us who have
had the advantages of a good education use it freely in the
Interest of the country, remembering that others might have
had the same advantages. and might have done Just as good . if
not better, had they not been denied those advantages by Him
who knoweth all things. Let those who are blessed with sound
GommiaGn sense use it i the interests of the country; und may
one and all with whatever blessing we mav enjoyv in life. What
ever we mayv be or do Jet us never be tempted 1o say, *‘'ls not
this great Babylon that I have built. . . by the might of my
-and for the bonour of my majesty ¥’ A great and power-
) King in olden days said so, once, and we know to what a
itiable condition he was brought. and to-day we can count by
seore many who have come to a miserable end. if not in
themselves certainly in their posterity whose talents were
misused . In this very country we have had in the good old
days, some sweet instances of self -denving men and women . and
why not now with all our enlightenment and civilisation . Let
us all, therefore, do what we ean in our day and generation in
spite of all discoursgements, base ingratitude. sourrilous
remarks . nawsesting disappointments, and that for the dear
oountry s sake
“This formation of the Anomcines Sociery amongst us,
% very opportune . May the spirit of unity that has brooded
over us Lo bring us ber thus continue to lead us' Here
the and the old, the educated and the illiterate. meet
the common good of the land.  We have no wish to
ominous sounds, we therefore desire to express our heart
for its permanency . We hope the enthusiasm wh
charucterized the SocieTy at its commencement will live and
grow. Let it never be said of it as it is usually said of things
with us. ‘It is only 4 nine davs wonder.’ And for this end let
each member feel his tance and responsibility for the
working of the Socrery, We do not wish to see things done in
such ;&MMMM&MM!M.WWH
Mr. bappened 1o be away, no headway could be mude
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«/ with business; the representatives of our Kings and
should be present at certain meetings, sav the mon
quarterly meetings: we are pleased to find their hngn $
and again at the meetings, but we think there should be
tain meetings at which representatives from them should
variably attend ; in a large Protectorate like ours there
be properly worked branches in all the principal towns on the
sca-board, and at all the places where the Kings and Chiefs
reside. At present as far us we know only Axim and Elmina
have branches, but we think other branches should be
formed without the least possible delny, if we wish to work
harmoniously and effectively: and abowve all we should see
that the Government recognise in some practical form this
Sociery which is in reality the mouthpiece of the nation.

“*‘We hope the interest which the Kings and Chiefs hud in
the movement of the Socrery has not in the least ubuted. It
is just possible that a large countrv like vurs where in some
instances we are separuted by some miles exch loeality may
have its peculiarity which may in some unateountable nur
interfere with the doing of this Soctery ; let us guard ugainst
this for it is in these things that we uawittingly piay ourselves
into the hands of enemies. We have lived in cun‘lacl with a
civilized Government long enough o live down such things:
the SocieTy we think should see that our Kings and Chiefs do
hn'e mtelll,ﬁ:nt people to act as their elerks for it is unguest lon-

that some at least of our troubles arise from the fact
thnt these fifth rmate ‘“scholars™ do not translate Government
comununications to them property, nor can the agthorit ies under-
stand their “high English® and the result very often s gruve
and serious mmmdmtnndmgt on both sides. We may revert
to this subject agunin, for we deem 1t very important

““The duties which the Sociery has to perform are great
and many, we hope, however, nothing undaunted, it will live;
and living, will so manage and carry out things, that their
organ too may never follow the fate of its predecessors—(this
will be to our crying shame as a people) that right and justice
may prevail, tuthepm:undqnmﬂmw

With the Gold Coast .dborigines came to an end a
chu er, and a wonderful chapter indeed. in the history
Id Coast journalism, md as one looks back and
reﬁects one could happily only see what glorious part
fearless journalism had 'pla}‘ed in the polmul history of
the cuuntry from the Victorian Era—which was an era
of profound erudition and individual genius—up to the
tpl've:stm: time, and is likely to play in the future. .
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opened, The late Rev. Egvir Assam ' who was destined
to play an important part in the modern journalism,
though of a smaller calibre than James Brew. Mensah
Sarbah, Casely Havford and Attoh Ahuma. did not fail
to lay a solid foundation as the first editor of the ** Leader”®
upon which, for thirty or more good vears now. others
were to rear the superstructure. The stvle of Egvir
Asaam was clear and terse. as could be seen from his
messige to the Gold Coast Aborigines Rights” Protection
Society reproduced in the last chapter from the Gold
Coast .thorigines, of which he was the first editor. He was
cool and reflective. and honesty was his polar star during
his journalistic eareer. When he left the editorial chair
Attoh Ahuma stepped into his shoes for a while, before
Casely Hayford took over and edited the paper, until he
also handed it to the late Hon. F. J. P. Brown, O.B.E*
who piloted it until Casely Havford took over again up
to the time of his death in August, 1930. Other peophe

have had connection with the editorial staff of the
Paper in recent yvears are the Reyv Gaddiel R. Acquaah,
of the Methodist Church . the Rey. Ntedy Kyirbua, of the
AALE. Zion Church. Mr. Svdney Hayford, still on the
stafl of the paper, and Mr. John Buckman, now a
Tribunal Registrar.

During the Congress Session in Freetown, Sierra Leone,
in February, 1923, the late Hon. Cornelius May, pro-
prictor and editor of the Sierra Leone Weekly News,

the Gold Coast Leader,—while speaking on the

“Union of West African Press’’ at the Wilberforce

ummnzll—uthebmdited per in West Africa,

for the mntrﬁntm and character of its

editorials as we as its hi literary tone duri the time

of Casely Hayford wmhtf:mrpasedin the whole West
¥
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of this country. T' - enthusiasm of them a
infectious. He was one who believed that, in the m -!' |
as well as in the spiritual, mountains can be r 24 by
faith. This dactrine he always sought to m’lp!ﬁ |
his readers’ } Of all the ]ournnhsts and |:|l.|hl:n":lﬁdll roi
the beginning™f the present century up to the
time who have stamped their pemmhtv ignc.
characters on the press. Casely Havford has been
picturesque figure. He was the Macaulay ﬂftﬁe
Coast, that famous English Essayvist aol hlw.-
has been said by Goethe that **the stvle of 4 Wﬁfﬂ"
faithful representative of his mind.”  The g s
below from the Gold Coast Leader thus indicate the ---I""' :
as well as the erisp and graceful style of Casely Haxford :

~ **Men. the future holds in store fur our race fne
benefits, but it is only i propaction as we bestir «
iftelligent action that we shull come to any good .
which we live is a practical one. wnd Canet e sood
things of life hy merely possessi phil ne .,
You must dig the mountains. dive the bowels of I'hm '
by the use of sinew and brain, if yﬂfw to thrive ﬂ: others

-~ -'-':_ |

bave thriven.  You must cot i

vou must take into aecount or be left dut in the cold

Europeans 1o the hold upon the tesde of the

plaint of the Svrion and others within our gates, n‘lﬂ

for the mere usking, but it meant llutt' : | f-'-- Hn
~  "*The life-blood of every mwm,r il

. screntific means, if vou wish the suth to yield ber ine
This ts not a mere Hgure of speech, lﬂtnmw :
men of British West Africa are being outstripped hl\ﬂr
of endenvour.  Once upon o time our nerchantmen %
we end in broken purposes, broken purses. I.lul ﬁ
are so sunk in despaar a3 to indu ImOVEIn e
bruins to use their wit and tiue to good ’;-'-: B
satd to men of Istacl to go over to the lﬂhim h
it it did not mean that they were to lave whites
agninst the (orees of aature and thrmhw' e,
- me s,
more o mimuporbmd the less lt
financinl status of the -

community strives to T more gon
follows with us, mﬁehg '
raw products we export in comparison
the greater the degree of
iy ﬂhﬁnzzmh g
i chant w turn relies upon
"gae":ﬁ_ miuterial.  So that in o
B . i Selist
.’: # X . e .-.k', .
. ¥ L ; i "h" ‘.-
. e T"“
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relations between the merchant and the producer should be an
intimate and a eonfidential one. Their interests. in & sense
are identicnl. and therefore mutoal protection should puide
them i their relations with outside bodies. . . | give-and-take,
live und let live, honesty of purnose 1n ull business relations
will achieve a good des! in our CCONOMIC Prosperity 45 a

o Jurie 19tk 1926

/ “There is a sanctity about the yovernanee of the world for
which mankind as vet has not given enough credit to the
wHigher Powers NPWhen we hear of Hussia hurhing un ultimatum
N ougainst Chiva God a wonflagration released  which may
myaive the whaole world in another mighty struggle, even as jt
sturted with the last war. men are apt to thunk that our world
is governed by a ¢razy chance . vet all the while the Mand that
guides s sure.

"The last war vost mankind innumerable sacritives, in
bliwd wund treasure. and at the time it seemed s if all the
SWTHOrS were in vain: but upan deeper reflection it iy evident
thit 2ood bas eome ant of the evil, and that the terude ney to-
Waris general co-operation as aguinst exeessive individualism
hus gmed considerable ground. S0. no matter what the
Immedidte futuse may have in stare for mankind, we cannot
but believe that we shall be brought nearer to the dawn of the
new age which the prophets foretold . ——

™ The*' Leader' —which some time ago earned the name
of the paper of the Aristocrat—has had the longest and
one of the most useful careers in Gold Coast Journalism,
though not without passing through vacillating circum-
stances. It is the oldest paper of the Gold Coast to-day,
and has attained the age of over thirty vears.

Rs The Gold Coast Advocate, published at Accra. and
whose editor wus the late Mr. A. Bo Quartey Papatio,
B.A.. LL.B. (Cantab.). Barrister-at-Law, was the next
weekly paper to follow the Gold Coast Leader abou 1904,
The following quotation is culled from the leading
article of the paper of Januars 145th. 1905 :—

= "We have now actually entered Upon a new veur The

question artses. what are the politica) prospects of the Calonv?

- And what are the possibilities of tmprovement for the Gold

Coust peneraliv and Acers in particuler?  Among the many

tmportant guestions that fuce us today is that which, over and

again, had been asked in these columns in reference to the

ﬁulm ul'idmmi!tu:::n:f l.‘-'-m;mnen: within unl't :.;t::; hn-t:hl ;

o arrangi .

l;’l?lw Bfm:hr Hevenue m“r: m-.':u:rment of p!uhlic ﬁ:::ﬂto

the exels !\*vMﬂmm.mo‘tﬁethtri-

buting alwass to that revenue. " —Gold Coast Advocate, Jam-
wary Ldh, 1905, %
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The Gold Coast Nation, which came into existence at
Cape Coast after the ** ddrocate,”” was the official organ
of the Gold Coast Aborigines Rights’ Protection Society,
with the late Rev. Attoh lhuma as the organiser and
editor. Here again Attoh Ahuma proved himself &
political genius and a journalist of the first water.
When he left the ** Nation™" the late Mr, W, S. Johnstone
took over until the paper hecame defunct. The ;
was then bought by Mr. K. Sekvianuna who started the
Gold Coast Times at Cape Coast in 1922, *Mr. Sekyviamma
had not the advantages of a high trammg just as some of
the prescnt editors of this country, but he is a very able
journalis' and a self made man. The ** Times " is noted
for its !renchant criticism of Government policy as well

as for its strictly conservative policy towards the preser-

vation of native institutions. Before the **Times™
there was a paper known as the Eastern and Ikwapim
Chranicle, which was edited and blished at Acera by
that talented man. the late . Timothy Laing.
It was a paper which was a potent influence ﬁ!’ good
in its day.

One of the most influential papers of the Gold Coast
in recent vears has been the Geold Coast Inde 5
wiich made its debut in 1918 at Acera through enter-
prise of the Hon. Dr. F. V. Nanka Bruce, M.B., Ch.B,
(Edin.), and the able editorship of the late Mr. J. J.
Akrong, a talented man from Labadi. a suburb of Accra.
The paper, which is living up to its motto, **Truth
feareth not,”” has on its editorial staff able men like the
Hon. Dr. Nanka-Bruce. Mr. D. G. Tackie and Mr.
Peregrino Peters, B.A. (Durham), and finds favour with
all sections of the community because of its well-balanced
editorials, its interesting ““Around the Town™" eolumn,
as well as its reliable news service, But I cannot on
from this point without paving a short tribute to the late
Mr. J. J. Akrong for the noble part that he plaved in the
inception of this paper as well as the very good foundation
he lad fur}it as the first ?il:t;:d “mthmembmdl;::
fame the '“Independent’” a in
its existence, the name of Mr. J. J. was indissolu-
bly bound with it, for it was not until his appointment

*Mr. Sekyiasmma died in August, 1934, m:&t—uﬁ

gone 1o press.
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as editor of the paper that he felt the full force of his

responsibility as a public servant. He was a man of
literary ability , which stood him in good stead in working
for the upliftment of his country which he loved so well.
Shortly after the ‘‘Independent’’ appeared the Voz
Populi at Accra, owned and edited by that enterprising
Mr. Kwesi Tete Orgle, Barrister-at-Law.

The Gold Coast Spectator was started at Accra in 1927,
Mr. A. J. Ocansey bei thc proprietor and Mr. R. W,
Dupigny the editor. “*Spectator’” is undoubtedly
one of the most popular papers of this country, and it is
the favourite of the young people because of its fearless
tone as well as of its various mtercstmg features, such as

“*The Literary Bow-Wow'' column, **The Boy Scouts’’
column and ** The Music and the Stage’’ column . Apart
from all these the *‘Spectator’’ has a way of securing
instructive articles from special contributors such as the
learned Mr Kobina Sekyi, M.A. (Lond.), a great political
writer and critic whose articles are almost always widely
read , but whose argumentative and controversial manner
of writing has not failed to win for him hostility as well as
admiration, Mr. C. S. Adjci, a rapidly rising writer, as
well as the writer. . 4. B. Danquah was before his
paper, The Times of Hcﬂ Africa, came into existence,
also a special contmbutor to the ‘‘Spectator.”’ In the
pages of the ‘‘Spectator’’ have been pubhshed such
memorable articles as 'dr Kobina Sekyi's ““Thoughts
for the Reflective'' and ‘*Conflict of Loyalities,”” Dr.
Danguah’s **Gold Coast No. 144, and the writer's
**Official Camouflage’” and ** Expecting the Impossible.’
Mr. R. R. Wutu Ofei, the present editor, is well uphold-
ing the traditions of the : (.ontcm raneous with
it came the Gold Coast g'amm which has since ceased
pnhllc:mun

{:ungest ““baby’" born to Gold Coast journalism is

Coast Guardian which saw the light of day at

Stlt towards the close of 1982 and whose fine motto

s “Loyalty and Service.'' Mr. J. E. Baidon, the

editor, is quiteaware of the uphill task of starting a paper

and keeping it up in this country, but he is not of the

type who are easily daunted by difficulties. The paper

bids fair to do well in the hu'd struggle towards the
attainment of our national goal.
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‘ CHaPTER IV. . L i

THE INTRODUCTION OF DAILY NEWSPAPERS.

[ now come to another important phase of the history
of Gold Coast journalism, and that is the introduction of
daily newspapers into this country which dates back as
far as the early “‘Nineties.'' when about 1894 the
intreptd and pioneer, the late Mr. Timothy Laing,
established the Gold Coast Express at Acera. The paper

continued for a number of vears in service of tha
country. and ceased to exist to the close of last
century. [ quote below a few interesting editorial
passages from the paper:—
' “After 8 vears service in 1889 he (Mr. Ekem
~ Ferguson) applied for 12 months lemve to proceed to England.
The object of this leave to use his own wus ‘to complete s

course of instructions in Science amd to apply such knowledge
to the interest of the Colony . |

Sir Brandforth Griflith recommended the application to
the favouruble consideration of the then Secretary of State
(Lord Koutsford). The leave asked for was granted and on
the J0th June, 1889 Ferguson left for Eagland with Sie Brand-
forth Grutith by the s« Harboon for 4 course of instruction in
practical Science and entered the Roval Norman Schousl of
Science and Roval School of Mines, South Kensington . |

Gold Coaxt Express, Jume With, 1597,

“Suceess some one has said “depends on the power to
and muke use of opportunities us they vecur,” amnd the result o
the examination of the Normuan School of Seience and Rows
Selival of Mines. IN97-8). prosed bexvwnd dispate that Mr, Fer
gusan pussessed in no suadl messure bth the power of grasp-
g and making use of opportunities. The followiug & Pes
in the Government Gazette for February 1591 — The 1
extracts of Class list of the Sessional Examinations of
Normun School of Science and Roval School of Mues

heid 1y

South Kensington, 1389-40. ate published for gemeral informa.
tiun-—.htmn?n‘uml Physies .-.(m:m a l’rvq. ifth in
first class. 81 competing, %&ﬁmm rvey-
ing, George E. Ferguson, sixth n First clu 20 compet
On leting his course in the school of mines Tich em
:gd :;‘i: the principles of the Mining i M
Assaying Surveving including Mag Wl |
Sept., 1890. Since 1890 and up to t > tim,

%
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been practically in harness devoling all his and resources
ﬂmmmwuum-ﬂ to
the interest of the Colony. . . . . His report and Maps oo the
ial mission to the b land in
- bymnoyaéwcmmhiml Society a sufficient countri-
ucion tow the lugical and Geographical knowledge
of the hinterland of this Colony to justify of the award to him
of its Gill Memorial Prize, a Gold Watch and a diploma which
he received. He was attached to the Neoranzas detachment
dﬂh;tbt&lhnntiExped tion of 1865-1406 and was the reci
pient of the Ashanti Star for his servioes . |
Gold Coas! Espress, June 17th, 1897,

v **There can be no that in the course of s few more
vears, the Gold Co-t be considered and regurded as the
ndn:.t‘lrm the Empire.

hdmhw promoted and
developed and owing to the crisis in oertain mil-

lionaires and capitulists in Europe are anxious to invest their
money o other channels, preferring the Gold Coast to other

- “‘Pvuplewbohnﬁpmmcmm&utha.h-mnlﬁnmg

Companies and Svodicates are now almost regretting what they
wdult and are naturally on the ook out for other open-
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This gentlemun is & most brilliant writer and can
speak with some asuthority on matters pertaining to this

country.'” :
Gold Coast Express, Dec. 2151, 1898

~ *  The Gold Coast Express was followed by another daily,
the Gold Coast Courier, which came into existence at
Christianborg in 1905 for a brief space of time. The
following is culled from its leading article for July 21st,



of a merchant in these days. judging from what is taking place
now, umhewheuyuu!:nybettmy moment either told

that your services cannot be continued, or to remain in

office vou will have 9 submit tommemhﬂnthl uduﬂnnu
decrease of salary.’

For about 23 years after the ** Courier’” had ceased
publication there was not a *“daily’" in this country until
in 1929 when efforts were made to establish one at Acera
by Mr. Kpakpa Quarteyv and subsequently by a European,
I believe, neither of which efforts were crowned with
success. But out of these attempts came two **dailies.””
namely, the Gold Coast Telegraph and the Gold Coast
Daily News, for only a brief existence. 1t was, therefore,
not until the establishment of the Times of West Africa
in 1931, through the foresight and enterprise of our
esteemed countryman, Dr. J. B. Danquah, Ph.D.,
LL.B. (Lond.), that the history of daily newspapers in
modern times properly began in this country. Dr.
Danquah is the editor-in-chief of the ** Times,”" and Mr,
\Iac\exl Stewart—an accomplished writer—his second in
command. There can be no twe opinions that Mr.
Danquah is a barn writer or journalist, although it is said
that the journalist is made and not born. The cosmo-
politan knowledge of affairs as well as the literary genius
and insight that belong to him make him a great journal-
istic force. His writings have inherent vitality,
not always free from error of judgment. The **Diary of
a man about town'' of the paper is as stimulating and
educative as its ‘*“Women's Corner,”'—of which Miss
Marjorie Mansah is supposed to be the writer—is edifvi
There has been a good deal of controversy over
identity of the writer of the “*Women's Corner’” of the

‘Times.”” Many wish to see the gifted lady writer in
order to satisfy their curiosity. But no one has ever seen
her in the flesh. But perhaps Miss Marjorie Mensah is an
imaginary person just as Sir Roger de Iv is entirely
an imaginary person, and existed only in Addison’s
vivid imagination. The editorials of ““Times ' are
hard to excel in literary merit, and it seems to me the
paper has a bright future before it if it can only stick to
uBt:y::dut:ml motto, *“*‘Keep on Fighting, there is more
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Caarter V.

THE MISSION OF THE PRESS.

At this juncture, [ wish to say a word or two as to what
should be the real mission of the press. The press, as is
well known, is the educator of public opinion. Besides,
the standard of pubhc morals is largely in its keeping.
It is thus a sacred duty. The journalist like the minister
of the Gospel should always aim at truth and purity.
His is to make the press helpful to the cause of peace and
mutual understanding, rather than to enco sham
fights between individuals or parties. 1 should, there-
fore. without any hesitation condemn the joumnhst who
would always make it a business to write on the bellicose
side or who would encourage anvthing like that.

The duties of public journalists are manifold, but they
are at the same time plain and unmistakable. He who
undertakes the responsibilities of a public journalist
must make up his mind fearlessly to speak the truth,
howeutbltl:ﬂ and boldly to encounter the enmity of the
povurful Genmllv speaking, a journal that enunciates
its opinion without fear or favour is admired and
by public, just in proportion as it is detested by the
authorities whose faults it exposes. But a public
journal should be a public friend. Thefﬁendcft.he
people and the friend of the authorities: the champion
of order and liberty, the opposer of anarchy n.ng of
despotism. In uﬂutoherespecteda]ourmlsbouldbe
conducted in a spirit of rigid impartiality, with decorum
but with boldness. It should neither descend to the mean-
ness of to the public passions nor say ‘AMEN"

to evervthing said or done by the authorities. There is no
dmht&ltmjnumhmmtnuamhrmnhduf

mhd:teiw:ty vet there is ample room for im-

~ provement, since some of them bave often had the ten-
| mdmmmmadmm

- other over absurd trivialities. union of the press
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of this country do not fall behind similar Journals of |
other colonies of West Alrica as to literary matter. get
up, and finish. This opinion finds o happy corroboration
in the report of the Hon. W. G A. Ormsby-Gore, M P.
(Parliamentary Under-Seeretary of State for the Colonies)
on his visit to West Afriea during the vear 1996 In that
report the former Under—Sa-mtar}' of State for the
Colonies seems to have Paid a hig'ier tribute to the Gold
Coast journals than 10 the Jjournals of other colonies of
West Africa. In politics there is. perhaps, no country in
West Africa to beat the Gold Coast ; and since Journalism
15 the daughter of polities, it s, perhaps, not surprising
that the Gold Coast African has alj along shown such a

Too much cannot be said in gratitude and praise to
“Masters of Gold Coast Jourr_mlism” thmt:g-h

prescience of the future—for their bold leadership and
infectious enthusiasm in the journalistic arena. It js
obvious that we owe a great debt of gratitude to our
journals for the quality of literary food and political
protection which they have, from time to time, been "pro-
viding for the public, We are indebted to them for their
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