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anLlwollnded on the fielu of battle. We remained 
wi th our arms in our hands aTI night. I was wounded 
with a ball io my thi gh, alld Seid wi th a dagger on 
his breast." They then showed me their scars. "In 
the morning we numhered our men, and found tha t 
two hundred and thirty were killed, an d about one 
hundred wounded: three hundr.ed of the camels were 
either slain or so badly wounded, that they could not 
walk, and so we killed them. We found seven hun­
.Ired of our enemies lying on the ground, either dead 
ur wounded ;-those that were badly wounded, we 
"-i1led, to pLlt. them out of pain, and carried the others 
that could walk along with us for slaves; of these 
there we re about one bundred. As the enemy fl ed, 
they took all their gooJ camels witb them, for they 
had le ft them at a distance, so (hat we only found 
aoout fifty poor ones, whi ch we kill ed ; but we p ick~l 
up (wo hundred and twenty good double.barrel)la. 
guns from the ground. The gun which Seid ow 
uses is one of them ;-we got a lso about four hu red 
scimitars or long knives. We we re told by the 'ison­
ers that the company who "ttackcd us was u wards 
of [oLlr thousand strong, and that they had . en pre­
paring [or it tliree moons. ' 'Ve were afl"ai~anoiher 
attack, and went off the same day, and tl" veiled all 
the night, steering to the N. E. (out 0 the course 
the caravans commonly take) twenty-three d, ys' 
Journey, when we came to a place Ctl'd the Eight 
Wells, where we found plenty of goo water. Finy 
of our men had died, and twenty-~~ of tbe slaves. 
\Ve remained near these good wel7 for eleven days; 
GUT camels feeding on the bushes in tbe valleys near 
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them, when we again travelled to the north-westward 
ten days to T wati, a good watering place_ For the 
last three days we waded through deep sands, like 
those we passed among while going from Widnoon.­
vVe rested here two days, and then went down 
nortb, into the country of dates, and came to the 
town of Gujelah, a little strong place belonging to 
Tunis-tbere we found plenty of fruit and good water, 
and meat and milk; we stopped there ten days, anq 
then the part of the caravan going to Tripoli reft us 
and went towards the east, by the mountains, and 
the rest' went on to the north-easterly twelve days to 
Tuggurtah, close by a mountain near the "river TegsaA, 
tbat is said to go to the sea near Tunis ;-bere we 
.topped twenty-five days, and tbe caravan for Tunis 
Jeft us. T"gg"rtah. is a very large city, witb high 
,apd thick walls, made tight, and has a great many 
p"ople in it, all of the true religion, and a vast num­
be,- of black slaves, and a few white ones. After 
stof'ping here twenty-five days, we set off to tbe 
nortl\-westward througb a very fine country, full of 
date a nd fig-trees, and cattle, and goats, camels, 
sbeep, , \nd asses ;-we then travelled tell days to tbe 
bigh mOL Intains, where the caravan for Algiers parted 
from us, aT. \d we remained with about t IVO hundred cam­
els and eig bty men going to Fez. We then travelled 
over the gr 'eat mountain, which we were told belongs 
to the same ridge we see close to Morocco and in 
Suze; (tbeAt.\as;) and in two moons more we passed 
through Fez, "vhere what reulained of the caravan 
stopped, and w.e ,".turned to our father's house and our 
fawi lies, on the s;\ {e of the A,las mountains, near the 
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city of Morocco, having been gone more than two 
years. We brought back only one camel, and a 
small load of merchandise, out of the eight camels 
r ichly loaded ,~he n we se t out; yet we thanked God 
for ha,ong preserved our lives; for the whole caravan 
with which we started had perished on the desart, 
and out of the twenty-eight men wbo left it with us, 
only foul' reached their homes, and they on foot, and 
entire].y destitute of propert}'. I found my wife and 
a ll my child ren and my fa ther's family in good health. 
Sile lck Ali came to see me as soon as he got the news 
of my arrival, and aft"" staying witb me one moon, 
he invited me and Seid to go with him to his place. 
whi ch invita tion we accepted, and he furni shed us 
with one camel acd some haicks and blue cloth, and 
advised us to go up on to the desart and trade them 
aw ay for ostrich-feathers, to sell in Morocco or 
S lI'carah; so being poor, we accepted his olfer; bought 
his goods and his camel, and he was to have beeD 
paid when we carne back. We set off for the desart, 
and had passed a g reat many tribes of Arabs without 
findin g any feathers of consequence, when the great 
God directed our steps to your master's tent, and I 
.aw yo u. I was once as bad a man as Seid, but I 
had been in distress and in a strange land, and ball. 
found fl'iends to keep me and restore me to my family, 
and wb en I saw you naked and a slave, with your 
.kin and flesh burnt from your bones by the sun, and 
hea rd yo u say you had a wife and children, I thought 
of my own former distresses, and God softened my 
heart, and J became your friend . I did all I could to 
lighten the burden of your aillictions; I have endured 
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hunger, thirst , and fatig ues, and have fought for your 
sake, and have now the high pleasll re of kno wing I 
have done soO)e g'ood ill the world; and may the 
g l'eat and universa l Father still protect you : you 
have been true and kind to me, and your fr iend bas 
fed me with milk and honey; and I will always in 
fut ure do what is in my power to redeem Christi ans 
from slavery." 

Here Sidi Hamet -finished his nana ti on : he 
then said he wished to go and see his wife and 
children, and that as soon as he had rested for a 
few days, he would set off again with a large company 
to seek after the rest of my men. The nex t morning 
I made him a small present, and Mr. Willshi re also 
gave him some fine powder and many other small 
articles, Afte l' he was prepared to go, he swore by 
h is right hand, he would bring up the remainder of 
my crew if they were to be found alive, and God 
spared his life: he then took his leave of me by 
shaking hands, and of all my companions, wishing us 
a happy sight of our friends, and set olf for his home, 
r did not part with him without feelings of regret, 
anel shedding tears; for he had been a kind master 
to me, anel to him l owed, undel' God, my life and 
deliverance from slavery; nor could I avoid reflecting 
on the wonderful means employed by Providence to 
bring about my redemption, ao d that of a part of my 
late unfortunate crew, 
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CHAP. XXVI . 

.lin account of the face of the great .lifrican Desart, or 
Zaltahrah-of its in/rabitants, their t:I~ns, ,nanners, 
dress, &c.- .I1 description of the .lirabian camel or 
dromedary. 

IN giving an ,account of (he grea t western desar t, 
or Zaltahrab, and of its inhabitants, &c. it must be 
remembered, that In journeyi9g across, or on the 
desart when a sia ve, I did not go over but a very 
small part, comparatively speaking, of that extensive 
region; I cannot therefore undertake to describe 
what did not come under my own observa­
tion. r can, however, state, witho ut fear of future 
contradiction, the fo llowing facts, viz. that the face 
of this desart, from about the latitude of 22 degrees 
north, where we were forced ashore in our boat, to 
near the latitude of 28 degrees north, and from the 
longitude of Cape Ea.·bas, abo ut 19 to II degrees 
west, is a sm~oth surface, consisting partly of sol id 
rocks, of gravel, sand, and stones mixed, and in some 
places of what is commonly called soil : this mass is 
baked down together in most places, by the extreme 
heat of the sun, nearly as hard as marble, so that no 
tracks of man or beast are discoverable; fo r the 
footstep leaves no impression. The who le surface 
is as smooth, when viewed on every side, as the plain 
of the ocean unruffled by winds or tempests, stretch­
ing out as far as the eye can reach; not a break that 
migh' serve as a lanc!mark, orguide t" the traveller; 
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not a tree, shrub, or any other object, to interrupt 
the view within the horizon; the whole is in ap­
pearance a dreary waste; the soil is in colour of a 
light redd ish brown-'-not a streal!) of water (at 
least for . many centuries past) has refreshed this 
region, which is doomed to eternal barr~nness; but 
as we wellt fa ward on tbis fiat hard surface, ;ve met 
from distance to di.tance wi.th small valleys or dells, 
scooperl out by the hand of Bature, from five to thirty 
fcet below the platn-those we saW and stopped in, 
were ten, fift-een, and twe~ty miles 81'art, and.contain­
ed from one to four "or five acres e~ch-they seem to 
serve as receptacles for the little rain water which 
falls on the desart; foj· the inhabitants always e~pect 
some iIi the winter months, thoqgh theY'are frequent­
ly disappointed; and none had fallen on those parts 
on which we were thrown for the .last two years. 

It was already September, and they were offering 
up prayers to the Almighty every day, and most 
fervently imploring him to send them refreshing 
rallts. These little valleys are mostly scooped out 
in the form of a bowl, though in some the sides are 
steep, amI bottoms nearly leyel, and the whole 
irregu·lar. Here grows a dwarfthoru-bush, from two 
to five feet in height; ·it is geneI"ally scattered thinly 
over the valley. The leaves of this shrub, which i. 
almost tbe only one that is to be found on that part 
of the des art, are a fouTth of an ·inch in thickness, 
one and a bali inches in width, aild from two to two 
and a half inches in length, tapering to a sharp point, 
and are stl'ongly impregnated with salt, so much so, 
that neither myself nor my companions could eat 
them, though nearly perishing with hllnger and 
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thirst, and a green fresh leaf would bave been a great 
re lief (0 us, when neither meat nor drink was to be 
procured. Such is tbe face of the desart oyer wbich 
we passed, until we' "arne within a short distance of 
Cape Bajador, where we fell in with iml)lense heaps 
of loose saud, forming mounta ins of from one to (hree 
or foul' hundred feet in height, bJown and ""hirled 
about by every wiiid;and dreadful to the trave ll er, 
should a. strong gale arise whilst in tbe midst of them;> 
fur he and his beast~ must then inevitably perisb, 
oYer"helmed by flying surges" of suffoeating sand, 

Thi' face of this part of the desart is still tbe same 
as that before described, when laid bare and seen 
between tbe sand hills, by reason of (be sand oeing 
bluw" off. Tbis sand bas evidently been driven from 
the sea-shore, and In the same degree as the ocean 
has retired; by means of the trade , ,~ ind blowing 
constantly on to the des art, and that too very strongly 
in the nigbt-time, through a long ~uccession of ages. 
Th. heav)' surf dashing perpetually among the rocks 
gradually reduces them ' to grit, which then mixes 
with the sand that is washed up upon the> shore; 
where it is left by the tides tbat rise on this coast 10 

the height of twelve or fourteen feet; - this becomes 
dried by the excessi\'e 'heat of the sun, and is whided • 
about and d(iven before this constant gale, upon 
the surface, and then into the interior of tbe desart. 
Such have unquestionably been the cau.-cs which 
have produced such astonishing accumulations of 
sand 00 that part of the desart ; and I am furtber 
confirmed in this belief by tbe enormous strings of 
sand hills to be found all along the coast of Suse 
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and Morocco, near the sea-shore. These accumula. 
tions are, in many parts;, so great, as to have raised 
new bounds to the ocean some miles beyond its ori­
ginallimits, which have evidently been washed. by the 
sea at aformer period, and the intermediate spaces are 
filled up with loose sand hills; which circ.umstances all 
togethct· amount" in my opinio~, to a dem9Dstration 
of the ol'igin orthe sand on this part of the desart. 

Some authors have supposed that there we,'e some 
fertile spots on the gr'tat weslern desart which were 
cultlyated, &c. &c. but this is, I think, an impossibility: 
fhe wh"le desart being a leveJ'p'Iain , it can produce 
neither spring or stream of water, and no herbage 
can conseq""ntly grow unless by means of rain, and 
(his falls on the desart so seldQm, and is so soon 
evaporated, as to render even a passage across it with 
a caravan of Arabs and camels, at all times dangerous 
in the cxtreme, asis proved by Sidi Hame('snarrative 
of his journeys, connected with .myown observations. 
That there are more shruqs growing in some parts 
than in. others, is true, from natural causes. The 
small valleys or dells which now furnish a scan ty s!lb­
sistonce for the hardy camel, and that only by feeding 
on the coarsest shrubs and leaves, serve as basons to 
cat~h the little water that som~times falls there: this 
is immedi~tely drie<l away by the in.tense heat of the 

. sun, which beats down upon the surface in all parts 
most violently, and scorches like actllal fire ;-yet 

. that moisture, little as ,it is, causeslhe growth ofthe 
dwarf thorn-bush and of two or three· other prickly 
plants, resembling weeds; these grow only among 
sand, and thet'e are spots on the des art which produce 

-. 
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shrub that grows lip in a bunch at the botlom as thick 
as a man's leg, and tben branches off in every direc­
tion to the height of two feet, with a diameter of fonr 
or five feet. Each branch is two or three inches in 
circumference, and they are fluted like pillars or 
columns in 'architecture, and almost square at their ' 
tops: these are ar~ed with small sharp prickles all 
ovel', \";0 or th ree inches long, and yield, when broken 
off; a whitish liquid that i'l very nauseous, and bites 
the tongue like aqua-fortis, so that the camels will 
nip it otf onl)' when they can Gnd nothing else : they 
arc so numerous in some places, that it is difficult for 
the camels to get a long amongst them, and they are 
obliged to dodge about between these bunches. 

In many valleys, the thorn-bushes furn isb a few 
snails. A few ground ~uts are also to be found, 
resembling in shape and size small on ions;' and there 
are also .to be seen under the shad~ of the thom­
bushes, an herb known by t be name of sbepherds' 
sprouts in America; but like the other things before . 
mentioned, they are very rarely to be mel with. 
These are, .as far as came within ' my knowledge, tbe 
whol~ of the productions of the desart. 

It has b~en imagined by many, that the desart 
abounded in noxious animals, serpents, and other 
reptiles; but we saw none; nor is it possible fot any 
animal that requires water, to exist on the desart, 
unless it is under the care of, and assisted by man in 
procuring thaI necessary article, I saw nQ animal 
that was wild, except the ostrich, nor can I conceive 
how that animal exists without. fre sh water, which it 
is cert~m he cannot procure, nor what kind of nourish-
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IUent he subsists on. There are neither beasts, nOlO 
'birds, nor reptiles, to be seen on that dreary lVa.te on 
which we travelled, and it is certain that' there are 
other districts still worse, bearingnotthe smallest herb 
norbushwherewith the camel cao fill his stomach: but 
near the borders of the desart, where more.sh'rubs are 
produced, sheep and goats are fed in considerable 
numbers, and we saw many of those light-footed,and 
beautiful animals, called the Gazelle, tripping across 
the sand hills, and'near watering-places: some tigers 
also now and then made their appearance. Such is 
the great western desart, or Zahahrah, which can 
only afford' a description as dry and as barren as its 
dreary surface. For its extent, see the m.ap. 

Nearly all parts of this vast desalt are inhabited 
'by different tribes of Arabs, who live entirely Dn the 
milk of their camels, and wander from valley to valley, 
travelling nearly every day [or the sake of finding 
food for their camels, and consequently 'food for , 
themselves: they live in tent~ formed of cloth made 
of camels' hair, which they pull off by hand, and spin 
with a hand spindle; this they twist round with tbe 
[ore-finger and thumb of the right han'd; after they . 
have pulled out the thread sufrlciently Idng from a 
bunch of camels hair, which, they hold in their left 
hand, whilst the spindle descends to the ground, when 
they take it up in their hand again, and wind off'the 
yarn in a ball, and then spin anotber length in like 
manner: they afterwards double and twist it by 
h,and, making a thread as thick as a goose-quill. When 
tbey have spun a sufficjent quantity, and have agreed 
to stop for two or three da y8 in one place,· (w hieb 
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they ahvays do when they cal) find sufficientfood for 
their camels) they drive into the ground two rows of 
pegs, in parallel lines, sufficiently wide lor a tent 
cloth, that is, about two and a half feet apart: they 
then warp the yarn round the pegs, and commence 
weaving it by running a ki~d ' of 'wooden sword 
through the yarn under aile thread, and over another, 
in the m,anner of darning: this sword they carry with 
them, and it appears to have been used for ages: 
they' then tuck through the filling by hand, after 
turning up the sword edgeways; haul it tight, and 
bea t it up with the sword, as represented in plate 
No.6. They weave it the whole length which they 
intend the tent to be, and tben roll up the pieces or 
length, until they have made enough to finish a tent. 
This, in, my opinion, must have been the very first 
method of weaving practised in the world, and the 
Idea, I imagine, was taken from a view of the outer 
bark of the cocoa-nut tree, as I have before observed. 
The tent is then sewed together with the same kind 
.of twine, through holes made with an iron bodkin. 
After it is sewed together to a proper width, from 
six to ten breauths, they make four loops on its ends, 
by fastening short crooked sticks to the cloth, and 
two on each side. 'When they are about to pitch the 
tent. they spread it out, stretching the cords ,by which 
it is fastened. and driving a stout pe~ into the ground 
for each cord: this is done with a hard smooth stone, 
which they always carry with tbem, in place of a 
hammer; then getting under the tent and raising it, 
they place a block, wbose top is rounded like.a 
wooden bowl, under irs centre, and set the tent pole 
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into a lJOle made foJ' that purpose, and set the polo 
up riglJl, wh ir'" keeps llle lent steady in i~s place, 
An"I'II'e tent is !'aigoa, ,,11 the ro!'es that hold and 
steady i1, (t(·n in IIIlm ho r) arc lau tcned: these ropes 
are ",ade of skins rartly "ressed, 01' of camels' hair, 
so tl"t the trll t i. st;$pended in form of an oblong 
um hJ'l·lla, and .hout two feet from the ground, 'In 
th" Joy,tillle they raise "I' the sOllth part of their 
tents (as thost'.on tho desart arc al w~yB pitched 
fac'ing tho SOlltl,) with tWI) small stallchi ons ' fi xed 
ulloer the I'onls that hold it in front, so tha.t 
they can go unoer llle ten t by stooping: this 
tent SPrves all lI, ~ liunily for a shelter, Each family 
has a mat, which serves as a bed for the whole: they 
lie down on it promiscllously, only wrapped up in 
their Imicle or blullket, if they have one; if not, in the 
ski ll th at cove rs thei r loins only, and li eclose together, 
to kee p off the co ld winds wh ich blow under the 
tento ill the night: the children lie between the gl'own 
pOI'se,n"; their heads al'e as low, and frequent ly lower 
tholl their feet, and theil' long bushey hair, whieh is 
ncver to mbed, and I'esembles a woolJen thrllmb mop, 
se rves them instead of a pillow, The families consist 
of the rathel', and one OJ' I110re wives, and the children 
that nJ'c unmarried, (ganCl'all,Y about foul' to a faroily, 
but sometimes six 0;' eigh t) and their slaves, who 
arc hlal' l;,., 

The I'ich Arabs have one, tw o, 0 1' thl'ee slaYes, 
male lind fpmale: these arc allowed to sleep on lhe 
same mat with their mttster's aod mislr'csses, and are 
trealed in all I'espec ls like the chi ldren of the fam ily 
in ' I'ega ,'d 10 appal'e l, &c,-tl.ey al'e not, howeyer, 
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permitted to marry or cohabit with the Arab women, 
under pain of death, and are obl iged to take care of . 
the camels and fo ll ow them, and to do other 
d"udgery, such as getting fuel, &c. but tbey will not 
obey the women, and raise their voiccs higher than 
their master or any of his children in a dispute, and 
consequently are considered smart fellows. They 
marry among their own colour whi le they are slaYes, 
with Ih,e conseAt of their masters, but -the child ren 
rettlain slaves. After a slave_ has served his master 
faithfully for a long time, 01' has done him some es-" 
scotial se rvice, he is made free: he then enters into 
all tbe privileges that the free Alabs enjoy, and can 
marl')' into any of their fam ilies, which he or she 
nel'e r fai ls to do, and thus become idelltified with the 
families of the tJ'ibe in which they were slaves, and 
may ri.e to the very head of it The ne!?;roes are 
gene ra lly active and braye, are seldom punished 
with stripes. and those who dri,'e th e camels do not 
scruple to milk them when they are thil'st>, but take 
care not 10 be discol'ered: they are extremely cun­
ning. and will steal any thing they can get at to eat 
or drink, from their maste"rs, 01' indeed anyone else. 
If they are caught in the act of stea ling, they are 
onl} threatened, and promised a f1o!(ging the next 
time, The father of the fami ly is its absolu te chief 
in all respects, tho\lgh he seldom inflicts punishment: 
his wi,'es and daughters are considered as mere 
slayes, subject to his Ivi ll or caprice; yet they take 
every opportunity to' deceiye or steal from him: he 
deals out the milk to each with bis own hand, nor 
dare anyone touch it until it i tbus divided: be 
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always assists in milking the camels, then P11ts tbe 
milk into a large wooden bowl, whicb has f'l'obably 
been in the family for ages: some of the largest 
bowls will contain five gallons : they are frequently 
split in every direction, and the 8plit parts are fasten­
ed together with small iron plates, with a rivet at 
each end, made of the same metal. All the milk is 
thrown into the great bowl; then, if in the old man's 
opinion, there is a sufficient quantity. for a gopd drink 
round, . he takes a small bowl, (of which sort they 
generally have two or three,) and aCter washing ,or 
rubbing it out with sand, he begins to distribute the 
milk, by giving to each grown person an equal 
share, and to the children in proportion (6 tbeir size, 
measuring it ve ry exactly, and taking a proportion­
ate quantity to himself. If there is any left, (which 
was very seldom the case with those I lived among) 
he has it put into a skin, to se rve for a drir>k at noon 
the next day: if there is not a sufficient quantity of 
milk for a good drink al\ roulld, the old man fills it 
up with water (if they have any) t.o a certain mark 
in the bowl, and- then proceeds to divide it as before 
related. . 

The- camels are driven out early in the morning, 
and home · about dal'k, when they are made to lie 
down before the tent of their own,er, very near, witll 
their tails towards it: a doubled rope with a large 
knot in one end is then put round the knee joint 
jyhen the leg is doubled ill, and the knot being then 
thrust through the double part a t the other 'end, ef­
fectually fastens the knee bent as it is, so that the 
eamel cannot get up to walk off, haying but the use 
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or three of his legs. This k ind of becket is .aha 
fixed on the knees of the old camels that lead the 
drove; and the otbers remain quiet when their lead­
e,·s are fast: in this mannex tbey are suffered to lie 
until about midnight, wben they have bad time to 
cool and tbe milk to collect in their bags-tbe becke"! 
is then taken off; and as soon as they get up, tbe net 
which covers the hag to prevent the yo ung ones 
from c,?nsuming the milk, is loosened : this is fasten­
ed on by two canis, that go over the back of th" 
camel, and are knotted togetber. As each camel is 
milked, the net is carefully replaced, and she is made 
to lie down in the same place again: here they lie 
ulltil dayligbt, wben an the camels are made to get 
tip; a li tt le milk is then drawn from each, and the 
young ones are suffered to suck out the remainder, 
when the net is put in its place again, not to be re­
moved until the following midnight. While the 
head of the family is busied milking the camels and 
.uckling the young ones, assisted by all the males, 
tbe wife and females are striking and folding up the 
tent, selecting the camels to carry the stuff; and 
bringing them near, where they make them Lie down 
and pack on them the tcnt and aU their other mate­
rials. This beiIlg done, they fasten a leather or skin 
basket, about four feet wide, litted with a kind of 
tree, li ke a saddle on the back of one of the tamest 
camels, in whicb the women place the old men and 
women that cannot walk, and young children, and 
freq uently themselves, and proceed forward accord­
ing- to their daily custom. The women take care of 
the tuff and the camel. that carry it, and of tbe 
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c}uldren: the otber camels ru'e driven off by slaves, 
if they have any, if not, by some of tbe boys, and 
kept where there are some shrubs to be_ foun d, until 
night. The old man, or head of the family, gene­
ra lly pr~cedes the women and stuff, after having de­
scribed to them (he course tbey are to steer. H e 
sets off on his camel, with his gun in his hand, at a 
full trot, and goes on until he finds a fit place in 
which to pitch the tent, when be gives the informa­
tion to his wife, who (hen proceeds with all possible 
despatch to the spot, unloads her camels, and lets 
them go; .then she sp reads her tent, puts all the 
stuff under it, clears away tbe small stones, and 
spreads her mat, arranges her bowls, hangs up the 
skins contailling water, (if they have any,) on a kind 
of horse or frame that folds together., &c. &c. T hey 
start long before SllO- rising in the morning, and cal­
culate to pitch their tents at ahollt four o'clock in 
the afteruooll, if they can find a convenient spo t ; 

, otherwise a littl e sooner or later. ' Vhen one family 
sets off, the whole of that part of the tribe dwell­
ing near, travel on with them; and I have frequeIltly 
seen from five hundred to one thousand camels in 
one drove, all going the same way, and I was great­
ly .urprised to see with what facility they could dis­
tin guish and separate them; each knowing bis own 
camels, even to the smallest: they would sometimes 
march (ogether for half a day; then in a few minutes 
they would s,;parate, and each take his ow n course, 
and would generally pitch within a few miles of each 
othe r. As soon as the place is agreed on, the me n 
g-o out on their camels, with their guns, different 
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ways, to reconnoitre and see if tbey bave enemies 
near. 

When tbey rise in the moming, after having fi rst 
milked their camels, and suckled the young ones, 
tbey next attend to praye rs, wbich is done in the 
followi ng manner: tbey first fi nd a sandy spot, then 
unwrap themselves, and take up sand in both tbeir 
bands; witb this tbey rub tbeir faces, necks, arms, 
legs, and every part of tbe ir bodies, except tbeir 
bocks, which tbey cannot reach : this done, as if 
they washed with wafer, they stand erect, facing 
towards the east ; wrap themselves up as neatly as 
they can in their blankets or skins; they look up 
towards heaven, and then ·bolv their heads, bending 
thei,' bouies balf way to the ground, twice, crying 
aloud at each time, Allah Hooalcibm·. They next 
kneel down, and supporting tbemselves with their 
hands, they worsh ip, bowing their faces in the dust, 
twice successively; then, being still on their knees, 
they bend themselves forward, nearly to the ground, 
repeating, Hi el Allah-SAcda Moha,nmed-Rasool 
JJIl"h: then rising, they again repeat, Allah Hooaki· 
oar, two or three times; and this is the common 
mode of worshipping fo~r times a day, In addition 
to this, at sun-se tting, they implore the Almighty to 
.end rai n to moisten the parched earth; to cause the 
food to .~row for their camels ; (0 keep them under 
his 'I'ecial care, with their families and tribes; to 
enrich (hem with tbe spoils of their enemies, aod to 
confollnd and destroy them that seek their hurt : 
they thank the Almighty for his past mercies, for 
food, raiment, and his protection, &c, &c,-they then 
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repeat part of a chapter from the Koran, in which 
God's pretended promises to the faithful are made 
known by their propbe t; and repeating at all times 
the Hi el -lilah, or, "great is tbe Almighty God, 
and Muhammed is his holy prophet." Their times 
of pI'a.yer are, before sun-rising in the morning, 
about noon , the middle of the afternoon, about sun­
selt1ug t and again two 01' thl'ee hours after the sun 
has set: this makes five times a J ay, washing them­
selves (at least tbeir faces and hands, ,,·hen t hey 
have water) before pray ing; when they canno t "get 
water, (which is always the case with those on the 
desart,) they perform their ablutions by substituting 
sancl. Mo hammed, their propbet, when he arriyed 
with an army on the desarts of Arabia, fOllnd that 
th ere was no water either for himself or his follow­
ers to wa~h in; yet by the laws he had a lready pro­
mulgated, ablutions could not be dispensed with: 
a ncr\' chapter, however, of revelation, soon relieved 
him from tbis d il einma, and he directed his follow­
ers to tlSC sand, w'hen no water was to be bad. In 
the ninth chapter of the Book of Numbers, it appears 
that Moses, in a similar d il emma, found it necessarJ 
to apply for a new command from the Lord on a 
pal,ticular subject. 

The Arabs always wash when it is in their power, 
before they e~t, nor does any business di,'ert them 
from the strict observance of their religious ceremo­
nics: and with respect to particular stated times, 
while pursuing their journeys, and going on in the 
greatest haste, wi1en the time for prayers arriq~s, 
aU stop, make the camels lie down, and perform 
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what they conceive t o be their indispensable duty ; 
praying, in addition to the usual forms, to be di,'ected 
in the r ight conrse, and that God will lead them to 
well s of water, and to hospitab le brethren, wbo will 
feed them, and not suffer them to perish far from 
the face of man: that he wi ll elll 'ich them with 
spoils, aod d'eliver them from all wbo lie in wait to 
do them miscbief; tbi s done, tbey moupt again cheer­
fu lly, and procaed, encouraging tbeir camels by a 
song', a very live ly one, if they wish them to go on 
a tro(; if only to walk, something more slow and 
solemn. 

The Arabs who inbabit (he great wes tern desart, 
~ re in their persons about nve feet seven or eight 
inchcs in heigbt ; and to lerab ly well set in their 
{" ames, thougb lean: their complexion is of a dark 
olile: they bave bigh cbeek bones, and aquiline 
noses, rather prominent ; lank cbeeks, (bin lips, and 
rounded chins : their eyes are black, sparkl ing, and 
intelligent: they have long black bail', coarse, and 
very thick ; and tbe men cut theirs off wi th their 
kni ves, to tbe length of about six or eight inches, 
and leave it sti cking out in every direction from 
their bead. They ail wear long beards-their 
li mbs are straight, and they can endure bunger, 
thi rst, hardsbips, and fa tigues, probably better than 
any other people under beayen: their clothing in 
general is nothing more than a piece of coarse 
cloth, made of camels' hail', tied round tbeir waists, 
hanging nearly Jown to their knees; 0 1' a oat­
skill so fastened on, as to cove r their nakedness; 
but some of the rich ones wear a coverin g of linen 
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or cotton cloth over their shoulders, to their knees, 
hanging sotneth ing like a shift or shir t, witho ut 
sleeves, and some have, besides, a haick 01' a woollen 
bl anket, about four fee t wide, and four yards long, 
which they \vrap about them; bu t this is the case 
only with tbe rich, and their number is very small, 
These baicks, and blue shirts, they get from the em­
pire of Morocco, in exchange {Ol' camels' bail' and 
ostrich feathers; the only commodities in ~hicb 
they can trade, The Arab women are sbor t< and 
meager; and ~h~ir {eatuves much harder and, more 
ugly tlr an those of the men ; but they have long 
black hair, which tltey braid and tuck lip in a buuch 
on their heads, and fasten it there by means of 
thol'ns, They generally wear strings of black 
beads round their necks, and a white circular bone, 
of three inches in diameter, in their hail', with bands 
of beads 01' other omaments around their wrists and 
ankles, Their cheek bones are high and promi­
non t ; their visages and lips are thin, and the upper 
lip is kept up by means of the (wo eye-teeth, They 
take great pains to -make t hese teeth project for­
wal'd, and tUJ'll up quite in front o[ the line oT their 
other fore-teeth, which are as white and sound as 
ivory, Theil' eyes are round, black, very expres­
sive, and extremely beautifu l, particularly in the 
young women, who arc generally pl ump and lasci­
vious. The yt;romen wear a urcss of coarse camels' 
hail' cJolll, which they manu/acture in the sa lDe way 
they make their tent cloth: it covers thoir shoul­
ders, leaving their arms and bl'easts naked : it is 
sewed up on each 2ide, and falls down nearly to 
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Iheir knees; they have a fold in this, like a sack, 
next their skin on their .shoulders, in which they 
carry their littl e children ; and the breasts of the 
midJlc aged women become so extremely long, 
lank, and pendulous, that they have no other trou­
ble in nursing the child which is on their backs, 
when walking about, than to throw up their breast. 
over the top of their shoulders, so that the child 
may apply its lips. 

All the Arabs go barefoot'; the children, both male 
"uJ female, before they come to the age of puberty, 
run abo ut ent irely naked, and this exposure to the 
sun is o ll e great cause of their black colour. The 
ma les arc all circumcised at the age of eight years, 
Do l dB a re lig ious rite, but because it is found neces .. 
sary as a prel'entive of a disease incident to the 
clImate, The men are very quick, active, and in­
te lligent-more so, taken collectively, than any other 
se t of men I had ever come across in the dj lTe rent 
parts of the world I had before visited. They are 
the lords and masle rs in their families, and are very 
seve re and cruel to their wi ves, whom they treat as 
mere necessary slaves, and they do not allow tbem 
eren as much liberty as th~y grant to theil' negroes, 
either in speech or acti on : they are considered by 
tbe llIen as beings without sot. ls, and consequently, 
they are not permitted to j oin in their devotions, 
but are kept constantly drudging at something or 
other, and are seldom allowed to speak wben men 
are convel'sing together. They are yery fi lt hy in 
theil' persons, not even cleansing themselves with 

.and, and are covered with vermin7ThG continual ~ 
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harsh treatment, and hal·d drudgc ry to wh ich they 
are subj ec t, have worn J)fi' tb at fine edge of deli­
cary, sensibility, an d compassion, so natural to their 
sex, and t;'ansformed them into un feeling and unpi­
tying beings; so much so, that their conduct to­
wards me and my companions in distress, was brutal 
in the extreme, and betrayed the extinction of every 
hUlllane and generous feeling. 

T he Arab is hig h-spi rited, brave, avarici~us, r a­
pacious, revengeful; an'd, str:tngc as it may appear, 
is at the same time hospitable' and compassionate: 
he is pro ud of being able to maintain his independ­
ence, thoug h on a dreary desal·t, and despises those 
who arc so Illean and deg raded as to subm it to any 
gCNcl'Ilment but that of the Most H igh. H e stru ts 
about sole mastcr of what wealth he possesses, al­
ways ready to defend it, and believes himself the 
happiest of Illen, and the most learned also; hand­
ing down the trauition of his ancestol's, as he is per­
snaded, for thousa nds of years. He looks upon all 
other Illen to be "i le, and be neath h is notice, except 
as merchandise : he is rontent to live on the milk of 
his ca mel R, wh ich he takes gl'~at care to J'ear, and 
thanks his God daily fo r h is continua l mercies. 
They considered themse lres as mu r h above me and 
my compall ions, both if, inte llect and acqu ired 'know­
ledge, as th e prolld and pampered IV est India plan· 
te l' (l~llg accustorn eJ to rule over slaves) fancies 
himself' abore> the meanest new negro, jus t bro llght 
in chains f"om th e coasi of Africa. They ncver 
correct thei,' male children, but the females are beal 
without mercy. The mell were not cruel to us far-
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ther than they thought we \vere obstinate, and al­
ways gave us a small share of wha t they themselves ' 
had to subsist on. 

I never witnessed a marriage among them, but 
was told that when a young_ JU_ao....se.es a girl that 
plcases hi.n. he asks her of her fathe r. and she be­
comes hi. wife witbout ceremony. Polyg"rny is al­
lowed, but the Arabs of the desart have bot very 
seldom,mo rc than one wi fe, unless amongst some of 
thl:: rich ones, who have need of sel vanfs, when 
tbey take another wife, and sometimes a third. 

They all lea rn to read and IYrite: in every family 
or e1i"i sion of a tribe, they have 'one man who acts as 
teacher to the ch ildren: they have boards of from 
one foot sguare to two feet long, and about all inch 
thick by eighteen inches wide : on these boards the 
children learn to write with a piece of pointed ree-l; 
they have the secret of making ink, and that of a very 
black. dye: when a family of wandering Arabs pitch 
their tents, they set apart a place for a school: this 
they surround wi til broken shrubs in the desart to 
keep olf the wind-here. all the boys who have been 
<:ircumcised, of from eight to eighteen a'· twenly 
) ears old, attend, and .are taught to read and to write 
verses from the Koran, which is kept in maRuscript 
by every family on skins: they write their char-acters 
from right to left-are very 'particu lar in tbe forma­
tion of them, and make their lines very stra.ight: all 
the children attend I"om choice or for amusement.­
The teacher, Ilvas told, never punishes a chi ld, but 
~xpla ins the meaning of tbings, and amusesbim ".' tell­
m~ tales tb.at are 100 til. entertaining and instructiye; 
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he. reads 01' rehearses chapters from the Koran 01' 

• some other book, for they have a grea. many poems, 
&c. written also on sk ins: when the board is full oC 
writing, they rub it ofT wilh sand , and begin again : 
they enumerate with the nine figures now in use 
among aU European nations, ' and -in America, and 
were extremely astonished to [md tbat I could make 
them, and understand thei,' meaning, saying ooe to 
another, "TJlis man must have been a slav!, before 
to some Arabian merchant, who has taught him the 
manner of using tbe Arab ic figures, and contrary to 
hie law, unless indeed he is a goad man and a be­
liever." The "oards on which tbey wrote seemed 
to have lasted for ages-tbey bad been split in many 
places, and were kept together by small iron plates 
on each side, fixod by iron rivets: these, pl ates, as 
well as their rude axes, of which eacb family has one, 
are made of tempered iron by the smiths which 
belongs to and journey with the tribe, I saw several 
of them at work. They burn small wood into char­
coal, and carry it with them on camels: th eir anvil i. 
made of a piece of iron " foot long, and pointed at the 
and-this they drive into the ground to wo rk 00-

the head of the an vil is about, six inches over ': they 
make their li re in a small hole dug in the ground 
tor that purpose, and blow it up by means oftll'o skin. 
curiously fixeD; so that whi le one is filling with air, 
they blow with the oth er, standing between them­
witli a haud placed on each, they ,'aise aoJ depress 
them at pleasu"e. By means of a clumsy hammel', 
an anvil, and hot irons to bore with, they manap;e to 
fix. the saddles for themselves to l'iJe on, and to make 
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knives and a ki nd of llecdles, and small rough bladed 
axes, This forge is carried about without the 
smallest inconven iencc, so that the Arabs even of 
the uesart are better provided in this r es pect than 
the [sraelites were in the days of Saul thei l' K:ing, 
Samuel, chap, X III", verses 19 to 23- " Now there 
was no smith in a ll the land of Israel; for the Phi­
listines said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or 
spears." 

Tnere appeared to be no kind of sickness or elis­
ease among the A rabs of the desart during the time 
I was with them: I did not hear of, nor see the small­
est symptom of complaint, and they appear to live to 
a vast age: there were three people I saw belonging 
to the tribe in which [ was a, slave, n~mely, two old 
!nco and one woman, who from appearance were much 
oldcr than any r had ever seen: these men and the 
woman had lost all tIle hair fl'om their heads, beards, 
and eveT)' pal't of their bod ies- the flesh on them had 
entirely wasted alVay, and their skins appeared to be 
dried and drawn tight over the sinews and the bones, 
like Egyptian mummies: their eyes were extinct, 
having totally wasted away in{heir sockets, the bones 
of which were only covered by their eye-lids : they 
had 10 t the use of all their limbs, and appeared to be 
depril·ed of every sense, so that when their breath 
should be spent and their entrails extracted, they 
would in my opinion be perfect mummies without 
further preparation; for from (heir appearance there 
was Dot sufficient moistu l'e in tbeir frames to promote 
corruption , and I felt convinced that a sight of such 
beings (probably on the de arts of Arabia) might 



374 CAPTAIN lULEY'S NARRATIVE. 

have given the Egyptians their first rdea of drying 
and preserving the dead bod.ies of their relations and 
friends. An undutiful child. of civilized parents 
might here learn a lesson of filial piety and benevo­
lenoe from these barbarians: the old people always 
received the first drink of milk. and a larger share 
than even the acli ng bead of [he family when they 
Were scanted in quantily: whcnever the family 
moved [ol'wal'd, a camel was first prepared for the 
old man, by fixing a kind of basket on the animal's 
hack; they then put skins or other 'soft things 
into it, to make it easy, and next lifting up the 
old man, they place lum carefully in the basket, 
wilh a child 01' two on each side, to take care of 
anel steady him dUI'ing the march, while he seems 
to sit and hold on, more from long habit thaI) fro~ 
choice.-As 'soon as they stopped (0 pitch the tents, 
the old man was taken from his camel, and a drink 
of water 01' milk given him, for they take care to 
save some Cor that particular purpose. When the tent 
was pitched, he was carefully taken up and placed 
under it on their mat, where he. could go to sleer:­
this man's yoice \Va" vcry feeble, squeaking, and hol­
low. The remarkabl), old man I am speaking of 
belonged to a family tha t always pitched theil' lent 
near OllI'S,SO that I bad an opportunil), of witnessing· 
the 111"nller of his treatment for several days toge­
thel', whirh was uniformly the same. 

After [ was redeemed ill MogadoreI asked my . 
master Sidi Hamet of what age he supposed this old 
man to have been, and he said about eight Zilla or 
Arabic centuries. Now an Arabic century, 01' Zille, 
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is forty lunar years of twelve Illoons in each year, so 
that by th is computation he must bave been nearly 
three hundred years old: be a lso told me that it was 
very comlllon to find Arabs~on dilrerent parts of the 
~l'eat desart, five Zi lle old , retaining all their facu l­
ties, and that he had seen a great many of the .ages 
of from seven to eight Z ille. He further said, that 
myoId master [rom whom he bought me had li ved 
nearly live Zille or centuries, though he was very 
.troug an d active; and from the appearance of a great 
many others in the saUle tribe I could have no doubt 
lJlIt they were much older. I then asked him how 
they know their own ages, and he answered-" E,'ery 
(arnil)' keeps a recol'd of the ages and names of its 
children, . wllieh they always preserve and pack up 
In the .ame bag i." ,vhich they carry the Koran."-f 
told hilu that few peop le in other parts of the wo rld 
lilod to the age of t\\'o Zi lle and a half, and the people 
.. fthose countries 1V0uid not believe such a story. 

"The Arabs who li,'e on the des art (said he ) subsis t 
enti l'elyon the milk of their camels; it is the milk of 
an animal thai we Cfill sacred, and it causes long life : 
those who li ve on no thing else, have no sickness nor 
disoruers, an d are particularly favoured by hea, 'I; 

hlltonl) calTY the .ame people olff"om t1,. desal'l, a"d 
let thelll IiI e on meat, and bread. and fruits, they 
thc n b('com!' ,ubject to every kind of pain and sick­
IlO" 1\ hen the) arc y?ung, and on ly live to the age 
of a!Jolit two Zdle and a ha lf at the most, while a 
great many c.lie yel} young~ and not one~tentll pal't 
of the mcn 01' 1V0mell Ii, e 10 the age of one Zille. I 
Rlyself (added he) always feel \\'ell when I 1i,e on 

-
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the .mi lk of the camel °alone, even thougb I do not 
get half as much as r wan t, fol' then I am stl"Ong and 
can bear heat, aw·cold, all(Hatigue, much better than' 
whea r 'live on ties)l, ,and bread, and fru it, and ha"e' 
plcnty of good fresh water to dl'ink,'. and if! could 
al wars ha v~ as niuch camel's milk as [ cd uld drink, I 
would ncver taste of meat again: but I love bread 
and houey very nluch."-This account from an Arab 
who lVas my friend and tbe preserver of my lif~, and 
one lItho had traversed the des art in many directions, 
and who was aUlD a good schol a1' for an Arab, and on 
whose veracity I could rely" together with what fe ll 
under my own observation, has removed a ll doubt 
frOlu my mind on that suoject, and I am full y of 
opinion, that huudreds and t!lOusands of Arabs on 
tLis vast cxcpallse of desart, acto a lly live to the age 
of two hundred years 'of our calendaro ' My reasoris 
for this belief, in addition to those already given, are, 

] sf. That tbeir lives are regQJar, from the day of 
clleir bircll to the day of their death, 

20, T hat tb.ere is no variatioD in their food, 
wbich is of the most IDure and nutritive kind, and can­
not cause in tllem di80rders originating from indige&;. 
tion, &c, &c, ' 

3d, That the climate they inhabit, though hot, 
is pel-rectly dry, and consequently must Le heal tby 
for those born there; and, 

4th, That io theil' wandcri~g tife they are never 
subjected to hard bodi ly labour, aod their daily move­
ments atlord them sufficient excercise to promote adue 
circulation of the fluids; nor do tbey ever taste wine 
or any ardent spirits, being entirely out of the way of 
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those ar ticl es, and are hesides strictly forbidden by 
their religion. I am no physician, aod cannot there­
fore cote r into any lea roed disquisition on thiss ubject, 
bot mere ly give my own impressions respectiQg it, 
wi th out pre tending to be less liable to err io judg­
men t than others. It cannot be doubted but that the 
Arabs ex isted as a wandering race long before the 
time of the Greeks, and it is possible that they pos­
sP"cd in tbose early ages the art of writing, and reck­
on"d trme by tlle same metbod they do at this day ; 
say forty lunar years for a Zille or centnry, and tbat 
in II'ansluting or quoting from their writings, a: Zille 
may have been taken for a hundred of our years. 

T he tribe of Arabs·to which I belonged, owned 
foUl' horses, or rather mares: they were the general 
property. and were fed on milk, and watered every 
two days: wi th these animals they hunt the ostrich, 
and wi th th is ,·ie w, having agreed on tbe time and 
place, the whole of 'tbe men assemble b.efore day­
light on their camels, and surro~lOd a certain spot of 
ground where they calculate on finding ostriches, 
with the horses to wind ward, and tbeir r iders wjth 
loaded muskets i~ their hands : tbey then approacb 
each othe r until they star t tbe ostricbes, wbo seeing 
themsel ves surrounded on all sides but one, run to 
tbe so uthward before the wind, followed by the 
horses, which i.t is said run extremely swift, and pres­
sing on t h~ ostrich very hard, the bird runs himself 
out of breath io abo ut three hours, when the men on. 
horseback come up and sboot bim : but let these 
birds run against the wind, and no horse can overtako 
them, for then they do not lose their breath. 

3c 
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After my arrival at Mogadore, I heard of the Heirie, 
or small swift camel of the desart, but I never saw 
any, camel that differed from the common one eitber 
in siz~ or shape, 'Ind can only suppose tbat it may 
be a camel of the same race trained for running swift, 
and fed on milk like th'e horses. The common camel 
can easily travel one hundNd miles in a day. A good 
new milch camel gives at one milking when on the 
desart about one quart, which is very rich and good : 
tbis is besides what suffices to sustain ' the young 
camel, and is drawn at midnight-tbey only draw 
about a gill in tbe morning. 

Most of tbe Arabs are well armed with good 
double· barre ll ed French fow ling pieces, (which have 
excellent locks) and with good scimitars and kni ves: 
eacb has a kind of bag to carry his slugs, &c. in, slung 
by his neck and hanging down to his waist on tbe 
left side: their big powder.horn is suspended in 
lik e manner: this Gontains coarse powder, and is 
used for loading the ~uskets, but tbey all have a lit­
tle horn in which to carry their fine powder for prim­
ing. !\lany of the gun barrels that I saw were 
worn through, and the holes were stopped' up by 
brazing :- they have procured many of their guns no 
doubt by sbipwrecks on the coast of tbe desart; 
many more from caravans tbat they have overpower­
ed, and others in the way of trade [rolll the French 
settlements of Senegal, and from Tunis, Tripoli, and 
others ports on the Medite,'rancan Sea. I did not 
se.e a single Moorish mU'sket or lock during the time 
I was among the Arabs of the des art : they were all 
made in Europe, and generally in Paris, with the 
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maker's name on the locks. They have tolerably 
good powde,', which they say they know how to manu­
factllre, but do not make it fine, so that first rate Eng­
lish or F"ench musket powder. is much in request, 
and looked upon as invaluable for priming. Their 
swords or scimitars they most probably obtain by 
the same means as their muskets ~ they are ever 
ready to attack an inferior, or even an equal force, 
and fIght for the sake of plunder. 

Their language is the ancient Arabic; is spoken 
,,;th great fluency, and is distinguished' for its pow­
erful emphasis, and elegant cadence. ''''hen they 
converse peaceably, (and they are much given to 
talking with each other) it thrills on the ear like fhe 
hi eathings of soft wind-music, and excites in the 
soul the most soothing sensations; but when they 
speak in anger, it sounds as hoarse as the· roarings 
of irritated lions, or the most furious beasts of prey. 
Thcy attack the small towns in the vicinity of the 
Jesart, on all sides; which are walled in to IVa"d olf 
thcir incursions: if they are successful, they put all 
to the SlVord, burn the towns, and retire again to the 
desarl with lheir spoil. Such is the wandering 
Arab of the great African Desart: his hand is 
against every man, and consequently every man's 

hand is against him. 

DEseruPTION OE AN ARAllIAN CAMEL OR DROMEDARY. 

THE Arabian camel, called by the ancients and 
by naturalists, the dromedary, is, perhaps, the most 
singular, and at the same time one of tbe most useful 



380 CAPTAIN RILEY'S NARRATIVE. 

animals in nature. He is, when full grown, from 
eight to nine feet in height, and about ten to tweh'e 
feet in length, from th.e end of his nose to the root 
of his tail; bis body is small, compared with his 
height ; his neck resembles in shape that of a goose 
more than any other animal, being long and slender, 
and it ~eems to gro lV out of the lower part of his 
body, between his fore legs: he raises bis bead to 
the height of his back, poking his nose out horizon. 
tally, so tl)a! his face looks directly upwards, and 
his nose bone so high as to be' on a line with the top 
of the bunch on bis back: his head is small, his ears 
short; his eyes are of "arious colours, from a black 
to ' almost a white; bright, and sparkling' with in· 
stinetive intelligeoce,and' placed on the sides of his 
head in such a manner, that he can see before, be. 
hind, and' on every side at the same time, I-lis tail 
is sllOrt, and liangs like that of a.cow, with a small 
bunch of hail' at the end: his legs are long and 
slender, though their joiots are stout and strong: his 
feet are divided s~mething like those of an ox; but 
he has 00 hoof except 00 the extreme points of the 
toes; in other parts they are only covered wilh 5kin, 
and are soft and yielding: the sales of his feet arc not 
tbicker than stout sale leather: be is generally of 
a light ash colour, but varying from .that to a dark 
brown, and sometimes a reddish brown: many of 
them are also marked witb wbite spots or stripes on 
their foreheads, ant! on different parts oC their bodies, 
the hair on bis body is short and fine, like the finest 
of wool, am] serves the Arabs instead of tbat neces· 
sary article, with which they ,make their tent cloth 
and coarse covering: it is pulled 01' ebe [alJ s olf once· , 

, ., 
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a year : the hair about his throat and on the hump 
is eight or ten inches in length, and hangs down: he 
has a high bunch on his back, which rises from his 
shou lders, and comes to a b lunt point at about the 
cenlre of hi s baok, and tapers off to his h ips: this 
bunch is from one to two feet high above the back 
bOlJe, and not attached to it nor to the frame of the 
camel, so that in skinning bim, the Arabs take off tbe 
bU llch .wilh it, which is larger or smaller, as the ca­
mel is fat or lean. H e wbo rides on a camel without 
.. ,addle (which saddle is peculiarl y constructed so 
"s nol to touch the bunch) is fo rced to get on behind 
,t, whe,·. lhe breadth of the body keeps the rider's 
legs e, te nded yery wide, while he is obliged to keep 
himself from slipping off over the beast's tail, by 
clenching- both hands into the long hair that covers 
tl,e bunch. 

T he camel is a very domesHc animal; he lies 
Jown on his belly at the command of his master, 
fo lding his legs under him something like a sheep; 
th e"e he re mains to receive his rider or his burden, 
when he rises at a word , and proceeds in the way he 
is dril cn or di rected, with the utmost docil ity and 
cheerfulness, while his master encourages him by 
si ngipg. The Arabs use neither bridle nor halter, 
b ttt g uide and manage 'tbe canlel (whose bead' is 
qnile a t liberty) bymeans ofa stick,assisted by words 
anti so unds of the tongue; having one sound to urge 
him on faster; one to make him go slower ; and a 
third , which is a kind of cluck with the tongue, to 
make him stop. He chews his cud like an ox, and 
has no fore teeth in his upper jaw; but hi. lips are 
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Jong and rough, so that he nips off the rugged sbrubs 
without dilficulty, on which be is obliged to feed. 
The camel seems to hal'e been formed by 'nature to 
live on desarts: he is patient, lIeet, strong, and bardy; 
can endure bunger and thirst better than any other 
animal ; caIl travel through deep and dead sands 
wi tb great ease, and oyer the flinty parts of the des­
art without difficulty, though it is hard for him to go 
up or down stee p hills and mountains, and to_ trayeJ 
all muddy roads, as he slips about and strains bimself; 
but he is sure-footed, and walks firmly on a ba'rd dry 
surface, or on sand. r have neve ,' made the na tuml 
history of ani mals my study, and it cannot be expected 
that I should be acqllainted with the particular for­
mation oftbeir interior parts; but I will venture to 
.ay a few words in regard to tbose of the camel, 
without fear of cont~adiction from anyone who shall 
see and examine for himself, having assisted in butch; 
ering th ree camels while a slave. 

The camel is described by naturalists as having, 
besides the fou,' sto machs common to ruminating 
animals, a fifth bag, exclusively as a rese rvoir for 
water, whe re it remains without corrupting or mixing 
with the other aliments : this is a mistake-for the bag 
that holds the water co ntains also the chewed ber­
bage, and is in the ~amel what a paunch is in an ox. 
In to this bag all the rough chewed herbage enters, 
where it is soft ened by the IVater, thrown again into 
the mouth, chewed over, and passes olf by another 
canal, and the froces are so dry, that the day afte r they 
are voided, the Arabs st rike fire on them instead of 
tOllchwooc\ or punk. Having to draw water for these 
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ani mals, I am certain that the largest sized ones drink 
at least two barrels of water at one time, when they 
haye been long without it, and that the whole of the 
camels belonging to the tribe by whom I was made a 
s lalc, which were then at a well, 'did Dot again geta 
drop of water within twenty days: these camels were 
a! least 111'0 thousand in number, and were then on 
one ortbe hottest and dryesf parts of the great west­
ern desart, ,~here there was scarcely a green leaf or 
shrub to be found, and their owners knew how far it 
was b~ck to the same watering-Flae;, at which myself 
and crew were seized, and to which they droye them 
agalD at the end of that period- and even that water 
was a lmost as black as ink, owing probably to its 
gtngn.ant state in the we ll , and very brackish, because 
it filtered through the sand beach from the ocean, 
which was not more tban three hundred yards from 
tl,. well; and these camels went twenty days with­
out water :-under such circumstances Ihave not tbe 
. mallest doubt but that they can go thirty or forty 
days witllOut water before tbey would die with thirst. 
At the end of fifteen days after watering the camels, 
Ill)' old master, Jl.lohamm8,J Bessa, killed an old and 
very poor camel, and I was obliged to assist in dressiug, 
though not in eating it, for its flesh, bones, and intes­
tines, wcre divided among the whole tribe; a small 
pi ece to each fami ly: they cnt open the paunch of 
this camel, (for he bad no other bag to contain water) 
and d,[,[,eel out the contents, though thick with freces, 
in order to boil the intestines in it, as well as to drink. 
\,' hen my master, Sidi Hamet, killed a camel to gi l·e 
me and my companion some meat, and procure 
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something to sustain us on our j ourney acro •• th~ 
desart, the paunch was roll ed out o[ the camel, and 
the water taken [rom j I, thick as it was, to boil 'the 
uncleansed intestines. After drinkiog this stuiT we 
put the remainder (about two gallons) with the filth it 
contained, into one of our bottles· or goat skins, and it 
served to sustain life, though the most rank and 
nauseous both to the smell and taste that can be 
imagined. 

The camel i ~ considered by the Arab as a ;acred 
animal : wi th him he c'an transport a load o[ merchan­
dise of several hundred weight with certainty and 
celerity through desarts utterly impassible witb any 
other anima l: on him the wandering Arab can flee 
with his fam ily fmm any enemy across the trac4less 
waste one hundred miles or more in a single day if 
he wishes, and out of the reach of his pursuers, [01' 

the desart, like the ocean, oeither retains nor discloses 
any trace of the traveller. Its milk is bolh food and 
,It'ink for the whole [amily, and when they have a 
~ufficiency of that article, tlrey are contented, and 
desire nothing more: with bis camel the Arab is per­
lectly independent, and can bid defiance to all tbe 
Jorces that unciyilized foes can send against bim: 
with him they collect in strong bands, all well armed, 
anel fall upon the carayans, slaying without mercy 
"II they can overpower, and divide their spoil: should 
fhey mee t wilh a repulse, they can flee and soon be. 
~ut Df sight ': they a lso attack the settlements and 
small walled towns in the cultivated country neal' 
the desarl, and if strong enough, destroy all the 
inhabilants, and drive oiT the cattle: a ll tbe goods of 
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the slain they carry away on their ' camels, and return 
to the desart, where no force can pursue them without 
meetiDg with certaln deslruction. 

The camel's motions are extremely heavy and 
j~ting; his legs being long, he steps a great distance, 
and though he appea rs to go slow ly when on a walk, 
Jet he proceeds at about the rate of foul' miles an 
hour. and it is difficult for a man to keep pace with 
him wjthout running. When the camel trots, he goes 
veey rast; the small trbl being about six, and the 
;"eal one about eight miles an hour- this they call 
do with g"eat ease with light loads for a whole day 
to~ether, and will replenish their stomachs at night 
"ith the leaves and twigs of the sullen thorn-bush, 
that is barely permitted by nature to vegetate in 
that '\nost dreary and desolate of all regions. The 
tlesh of the camel is good for food; and that of the 
yOllng ones is esteemed preferable to that of the ox: 
they bring forth a single young one at a time, and 
generally once in abou't two years, their time of 
gestation being about one year. When tbe camel is 
ill a heat, be j extremely yicious, so that none dare 
COme Ileal' him: his organ in some measure resembles 
that of a horse, but it has a contrary direction, so 
that the waleI' is voided behind; and when obeying 
one of the mObt important instincts of nature, he is 
oblit;ed to make his approach in a retrograde man­
ner, In the year 1804 I was in the i land of Lanza­
rotc, one or the Canaries, and loaded my vessel 
(the brig Eliza and Mary oC New-York) with 
barilla, which [ carried to Belfast in Ireland ;- lhe 
barilla is brought from the interior of the island.19 
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tho pOI'! on camels, from whose backs I received and 
weigped it. Theil' common loads wel'e from pine to 
tlVelve quintals of one hundred pounds; but many 
.Ioads overran that weight, and one load IQ particu­
lar' weighed over lifteen hundred pounds. Tltose 
were the same kind of camels used in Barbary, and 
on the desar·t, alld indeed I never saw any other kind: 
they a l'e said to come to their full growth in six or 
eight )'ears, aod to Jive, ill many ins tanc~s, to ,the age 
of fifty or sixty. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

S01l/.0 account of Susc, or Sout" Barbary, and· of its 
inhabitants, cities, &c.-II,.e primitive ploug" and ?nod. 
of using it-prim.itive c/mrn and ?no//wd of making 
bullor. 

T HE COU\1()'Y of Suse, or South Barbary, is bounded 
by the Moorish provillce of BaA-Hulr on the easl, by 
the Atlas mountains and the 'great desarl, south, and 
by the Atlantic Ocean on the north and west, its 
length from cas t to west is about tw o hundred and 
Mty miles; its breadth {" 'om nOI· th to south one hun­
dr'ed miles. 10 coming CroUl the desar!, its principal 
towns aro, PT'aldclcim,which is said to be ,<cry large 
and strong, and to contain ten thousand inhabitants. 
Widnoon is IDllch (he largest town in Suse, and its 
inhabitants arc compu ted by the Arabs at thirty thou­
sand. ' SeIL.lem ~,oll(ains foul' thousand. Stl/ka, 
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whel'e I was shut up a slave, does not appear to be 
a principal town, but is made up of a cluster of small 
ones, nor could I learn the names of the many little 
towns or castles in sight of which I passed coming 
up: it was formerly a kingdom, and was afterwards 
un l ed to those of Morocco and Fez, which DOW form 
the Moorish em pire. Suse has- however. become 
entirel y independent, for though the emperor of 
Morocco claims jurisdiction over the whole of Suse, 
and indeed of the whole desart as far south as Soudan, 
yet a ll those countries are in fact independent, and 
tllC emperor's power extends only a few leagues 
south and west, from a line drawn through Santa Cruz 
or Agader, and Tarudant, south to the Atlas. 

The soil of this country is very rich and fruitful: 
here wheat, barley, and indian corn, or maize, are 
cultivated, and most kinds of kitchen garden vegeta­
bles thri,'e with great luxuriance: the date, fig, 
pomegranate, ol ive, orange, lemon, sweet and bitter 
almond, arga, and many other fruit and forest trees, 
thrive exceedingly well, and produce, it is said, ­
great abundance in their seasons: the g um arabic 
and sanderach are also produced there in great 
'luanlities. The country being speckled over with 
small cities, towns, and caslles, all strongly walled 
in "ilh stone laid in clay, is calculated to remind one 
of the times of the feudal system; eaeh place is 
under the government of its own chief, who is by 
common consent the head of the fami ly: they are 
under a killd of patriarchal government, and each 
individual feels himself pe'rfe~tly free and indepen­
dent. [n case of attack or danger, all unite for the 
general defence, under such leaders as shall have 
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proved themselves brave, en terp"ising, and worthy 
of command; and by t his, means they are enabled 
to SCCUre themse lves against the frequent inroads 
and insu lts of the wandering Arabs, who inhabit 
the great Desart in their vicinity, and to repel the 
more fOl'luidablc. attacks of the forces of t he Moor­
ish empcror, The) raise great numbers of' camels, 
horses, asses, mules, oxen, goats, and shrcp, which 
arc gua l'ded by their negro slaves', (of whom t)J ey 
have many) 01' by Ihe young boys, and th~y are 
driven into their towns 01' castles every nigh t to pre­
vent their being surprised and cal'l'ied oIT by the 
Arabs, or other predatory neighbours: their horses 
are very handso me, stl'ong, and fleet, of the real 
Arabian kind, and very high spirited, 

Tile inhahitan ts a rc of a tawny colour, like tbe 
Moors, tliough not quite so dark, and I was informed 
they we l'e principally descendants of the ancient in­
habitants of the country before it was overrun by 
tho' Arabs 01' Saracens: they arc in thei,' persons 
abou t five feet eight 01' nine inches in heigh t ; stout 
built, robu.t, and athletic, and arc yery st raight 
limbed: they have rather a round visage, with pro­
minent features, black hair, sharp pointed noses, and 
great bushy beards: their eyes are bla'ck, but not so 
Ji, ely, expressive, 01' intel ligent, as those of the 
Arabs: their mouths are wide, and th eir lips plnmp, 
Their dress consists of a kind of shi],t made of blue 
guinoa 01' linen cloth, 01' coarse white muslin, that 
passes 01'01' their shoulders, and fa ll s down near 
thei r knees, but without sleeyes: over this, they 
wcar a ha"ick a I' blanket made of wooll en cloth, of 
Rhotlt jive yards in length, and an ell in width : this 
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tbey wrap round them; some of them also wear the 
cloak, or sulam, and Moorish trowsers; and have on 
their heads either turbans of whit e cotton cloth, or 
a lold of their haick. The heads of the men are 
generally shayed smooth, a t least once a month: 
their women, like those of tbe Moors, are not to be 
seen by tbe me n, except t.he ir husbands or fathe-rs : 
the men are very industrious, and work their land 
hy ploughing it up with a plough formed out of the 
trunk of a tree hewn sharp to a po int that pr»jects 
about two feet forward, from a stout crooked limb, 
that se rYes as a beam to the plough; while a small­
er, and particularly formed limb\..is used as a handle 
tn steady and govern it. In orde r to fix their ani­
mals to the plough, they first attach them together, 
say a cow and an ass, (for this seemed to make a 
fal'ourite pair, and I observed a great many such, 
pairs) oked together) by fasten ing a rope ronnd the 
horns of the cow, and about the nose of the ass in 
form of a halter: they next place a short piece or 
stick of wood, hollo wed out like aile end of an ox 
yoke, across the neck of each anima l, and fasten it 
by means of a rope tied to one end of tbe stick; 
this goinlJ; round under their necks, is made fast to 
the olher end of the short yoke; they then run a 
long pole through untler their bellies just behind 
their fore legs, and fasten it there by means of two 
ropes, like the draw ropes or traces of a horse's 
harness: these are fixed to the rope that goes 
rountl (he animal's neck at one end, which pole 
serves for a yoke, and projects out a foot or two on 
each side: to the 'centre of this pole, the end of 



390 CAPT AIr." R1LEY'S N-AR RATIVE. 

the plough beam is lashed fast. The point which 
enters the ground, is hewn in a triangular shape, 
b ut the edges soon wear off, so that it becomes 
nearly round. In loamy and sandy soils, they plough 
with the naked wood, but in stony places they ' point 
it with a rou,nd' piece of iron, tapering to a sharp 
point that lets on with a socket: it turns up the 
earth on, both sides, and goes into the ground about 
eight inches deep. The people of Suse and those 
of Mii/rocco, use only one pair of beasts, whilte",er 
they may be, and have lines leading fi'om the heads 
of the animals into the' hands of him who sieadies 
the plough, by mel!Ps of which he directs and go­
vel'llS tbem: he also carries a thick stick suffi cien tly 
long to reach them, with a sharp-pointed iron lik'e a 
spear in its end; by the bell' of which he pricks 
and goads his beasts along at pleasure. This in · 
stroment is an ox-goad, and no doubt is similar to 
those spoken of in Sacred Writ-1 st Samuel, iii. l. 
but these Moors do not obey that part of the law 
of Moses; "Thou shalt not plough with an ox and 
an a$S together." See 22d chapter of Deuterono­
my, loth verse, except by sometimes substituting a 
COIV instead of an ox. This, I imagine, was the 
primitive plough, or s,6mething very near it, and the 
first method bit upon jfor using it. 

I have also prolnised to treat of the primitive 
churu, and manner of making butter, which is sim­
ply this. The 4,1·a,bs, or peorie who inhabited the 
country ncar fhe rIver Euphrates, as long ago as 
the ti me of Abraham, the father of the , J elVS, and 
lJrobably much eadier, knew the use of the camel, 
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and actually kept him in a domestic state: they 
would very naturall y feed on its milk, and they, no 
doubt, in those days, made use of the same means to 
carry their milk about with th.em, that the wander­
itlg Arabs do at present- that is, what",'e r milk is 
left of what the fami ly has been using over night or 
in the morning, is put into a goat skin, 'o r some 
other skin, and slung on a .camel to serve for drink 
in the, )leat of the day- thus equipped, they set off 
together: and when they stop to take refreshment 
or to pitch their tent. they find a lump of bulter in 
Ihe l1Iilk; for the I'l __ "nt and continued agitation 
occasiolJed by the heavy motions of the camel, has 
churned, or larced it to prvduee hutte r : this simple 
metuoJ was suggested to my mind by seeing a lump 
of butter III myoid master's milk hag, when we were 
wandering on the desart- this must, without doubt, 
ha, c been the f.rst mode found out by chance, of 
making butter; for what reason would he have, 
who had neHr seen such a thing as butter, for sup­
posing milk could be converted into tbat substance, 
more than any other fluid? For a further illustra­
tion of this -subject, and a view of tbe camel, see 
plate, fIgure 7, copied li"om an original drawing by 
Ihe author. 

The country of Suse, altogether, resembles the 
narrow country as described in Holy 'Vrit, called 
the land of Canaan : its vast number of small cities, 
or rather castles, with high and strong walls, with 
gates and bars, each under its own sovereign, must 
be similar to the cities there described, as taken and 
destroyed by the J eIVS, (together with their kings) 
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soon after th ey emerged from the desarts of Arabia, 
' mde r t he command of their chiefta in and prophet, 
Jos hua, and have, doubtless,· been constl'Ucted Cor 
the same purpose; i. e. to guard against lhe irrup­
tions of the wandering inhabitan ts of the contiguous 
desarts, &c. The inhabitants are brave and war­
like: all well armed with single-barrell ed muskets, 
stocked and mounted io the MOOl'ish manner, and 
with Moorish locks; they haye alsq knives, d~gge rs, 

scimitars, and swords, and are the best of horse­
men: they seldom or eve,' go out of the ir littl e cities 
unarmed; bu t like the wandering Arab on the de­
sart, they arc completely equipped either fo r offence 
0)' deCence, even when tl,ey go to visit their nearest 
li'icnds, They are said to be, like the Arabs, warm 
ond si llcere in their friendship; in their '''1mities im­
placaule, crue l, and revengeful; and in trade, cun­
ning and deceitful. 

The whole number of inhabitants in Suse, inclu­
ding white and black slaves, is estimated nt near 
olle million: tbey are all strict obserl'ors of the 
Mo hammedan doctrine and c"remonies, and appear 
to be enthusias\s ill religion, though iii;. tho Moors 
they arc not genera lly taught tbe arts of reading 
and writing, nnd fire ill r.onsequencc consjJe l'cd by 
the wandering Arabs milch belleath t llt'Ul in acquire­
ments, as well as in point of natUl'ul abi li ties. 
Thei)· l'llgllUgC is the corrnpt Ambic, not casily 
IIndc)'slood by the Arabs of the desa)'t, who pre­
fend to spcl\k and write tbat ancient nut! bea utiful 
language in its greatest puriiy. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

'lome account of an illsurrecliollinMorocco-lhe Bashaw 
of Swea,ah is "ized and pul in irons-chang~ of Gover­
'tOrs-IAe Jews are forcp.d to pay their t,ibute or tllm 
.lI10halltmcdans-their Irealment by the Moors-a Jtw 
burial--a circu,m,cision-a Jewish priest arrives from 
Jcr~salem-t"e author obtains from him some acCO'u"t of 
1/" present Jerusalem and its inhabitants,and of Ihe 
method P' T$ ted by the priests for getting money from 
,iLe Jews in Europe and in 'Barbary-a Ma01ish 
excel/lion and maiming- of the Jmos;n West Barbm'!J. 

THERE had been an insurrection in the province 
of Duquella the last year, (1815) which had spread 
itself into the pro"ince of Abdah and Siedmah, and 
was said to have originated from a false report of 
the emperor's death. The governor or Bashaw of 
these pro"inces, whose name was Mohammed ben 
Absedik, resided in Swear.h, and had been a Basha IV 

and a man of great power during nearly the who le 
re ign of Muley Soliman, the present emperor-he was 
lhe officer before whom r was carried on my arrival 
at Swe"rah, or Mogadore. r was informed that he 
had u ed all the means in his power to quell this 
insurrecti6n, but ('au ld not succeed until the emperor 
joined him with an army of thirty thousand men, 
when a most desperate battle was fought, which 
terminated in the destruction of more than fifteen 
tbousand of the rebels, and the remainder were 
reduced to unconditional submission. The whole of 
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their flocks, herds, and substance, fell into the hands 
of the Sultan, or rather his black troops, who "h'owed 
them not the least mercy, but seized on the wretcbed 
fugi tives wlierever they could be found, massacred 
many thousands, and caiTied those that remained of 
the revolters, with their families, into the provinces 
that had n'ot rebelled, where they were distributed 
as slaves, 

This war being thus terminated, Mohammed ben 
Absedik had returned in triumph to Mogad~re, or 
Swearah, a rew days previous to my arrival there, 
'yhen he caused presents to be made to him, as if he 
had taken possession of a new government. In the 
mean time the death of the Sultan's first minister, 
'lamed Ben Slowy, was announced :. he had been the 
firm friend of Mohammed ben .I1bsdilc, and with the 
aid of Muley a Tea, (the Sultan's princely tea maker) 
who was always about his person, managed tbe 
whole affairs of the Moorish empire. Ben Slowj 
being dead, and Milley a Tea sent to Fez to transact 
the irupe~ia l business in that quarter, tI.e ellemies of 
Mohammed. ben Absedik, (for he had been long ill 
power, and had a host of them) found means t. 
transmi t heavy complaints to the Sultan against 
him (Ben Absedik) and his administration, who per­
ceiving the cloud lowering upon him, s~,t out for Mo, 
rocco about the 20th of November" 1815, hoping, by 
an early interview with the emperor, to dispel .the 
impending storm-he had on ly been gone from Mo­
gadore or Swearah fo ur days, when late in the evening 
a new govei'oor arrived, accompanied by six hundred 
horlie~.n. The gates had bien shut for the night ; , 
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the brother of tbe Bashaw was civil governor of the 
oi tyand port: the emperor's order was sent to him 
over the wal l ;-tbe gates were soon opened and the 
new governo r, or Alcayd, entered amidst the general 
and joyful acclamations of the inhabitants, botb Moors 
(lnd Jews. These ignorant and disconlented people 
(ever fond of change)- Battered themselves that this 
arrangement would be for the better, and in the morn­
ing all were ready to prefer complaints against 
their former governor, when they waited on the 
ueW one, aod made their oustomary presen"ts. Tbis 
governor took charge of tbe civil affairs of the city 
and the custom"hollse in the room of Ajjb Hamet, 
(or Hamet the pilgrim) the Basha IV'S brother, who 
was ordered to repair with his family to Morocco, 
and set oul for that city tbe next day, accompanied 
by a strong guard of black troops. 

[n the e,"ening of the same day a commander of 
the troops, or military governor, arrived: he IVas 
a blackmab, and' had three hundred horsemen for 
an escort, all of the same colour: he was received 
with considerable pomp, and took on himself the 
immediate command. We now learned that Moham­
med ben Absedlk had been put in irons on his arri­
val at Morocco, aod sent off to Fez, and that all his 
property was seized by order of the Sultan as soon 
as it could be found: "new lords, new laws," says'th .. 
old adage. A small vessel had arrived from Gibral­
tar-no goods could be landed-new duties were 
announced, and new regulations, by which no l'esseI 
was allowed to be supplied with provisions except 
for daily consumption: the duties and impositions 
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to be ,paid e,'ery day amounted (0 more than (h~ 
lirst cost of, the articles cons~med , ' 

T he'Moors who had rejoiced a( the fall of the old 
Baslla w and civil governor, or Alcayd, soon changed 
their (one, and began to wislt tb em back again- all. 
the Moors in tbe town up to that time were considered 
as imJlc ria l soldiel's or sailors, and accordingly receiv­
ed a month ly allowanco out of (he Qeetle mell, or 
treasury: this was now order~d \0 be stopped, [rom 
the white Moors, but that all (he l¥ack Moors, or 
negro troops, should be paid douMe: new officers 
were appointed, and many of the old ones confined 
and sen t ( 0 MOI'OCCO, or despoil ed of thei r property. 
T he Christian merchants residing there, [o ur in 
number, we,'e obliged to make c,ostly presents to the 
De w governor, The Christians are, Will iam Will­
shire, Esq, my deliverer, o[ the house of Dupuy and 
Willsllire, (he most respectable there in point of 
property, as well as on. eye ry oth ~r account;- Don 
Estevan L eonardi, an old un feeling !\llln, and bi. 
nephew, Don An t,onio, F rench, Portuguese" and 
Genoese.consular ag~o ls;-Don P ablo Ri va, a rcspec­
table Genoese, and Alexander W, Court, and 1\11', 
J olll! Foxcroft, [ormerly respectable, The J ews 
t hat were oveIjoyed' at tbe recent change, soon 
turned their joy into mourning, whe\) they received,' 
a d'ay or two after, an order to pay their Gazier, or 
yearly tribute, to the Sultan : the order was fo r about 
tbnec thousand five hundred dollars, inoluding expen­
ses, (for the Moor who brought the order must be 
paid) in a gross sum to be raised directly: the gates 
of the Jews'town, or millah, were immediately closea 
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ron them, nor were any suffered to go out until the 
Illa ney lVas forth coming. 

The whole number of Jews here does not probably 
exceed six thousand so·uls. and they are very poor : 
the priests soon convened tlJCm in their synagogues, 
nd apportioned the tax according to their law-they 

were classed thus: the four Jew merchants, Ben 
Guid.II., Macnin, Abilbol, and Zagur.l', formed ~he 
first da$s, and I was told their share was two thou­
.and dollars oT more: the few petty trade rs the 
'OCGl1J, the mechanics the third, and the lowest order 
of mi,erable laboure, s the fourth class: the priests 
and Le, itos (wuo are a great proportion oftheir num­
b€!) were of course exempted, as the other classes 
su pport them at all times: not a Jew, either man, 
woman, or child, was allowed to go out of their town 
fo r three days, e""ept they were wanted by the 
Moors or Christians to work, and not then without 
an order from the Alcayd. 

During tllis period I visited the Jews' towns seyeral 
times, but neyer without see ing more or less of these 
miserab le wretches knocked down like bullocks by 
the gale-keepers, with their large canes, as they at­
[ctnpled to rush past them, when the gates were 
opened to procure a little water or food for their 
hllngry and thirsty fami lies. On the fourth day, 
when the arrangements had been made by the 
priests and elders, they sent word Lo the governor, 
and the three first classes were ordered before him 
to pay their apportionment. I knew ·of it, because I 
was informed by l\Ir. Willshire's interpret. rand 
broker, who was a Jew of considerable undel'5tand· 



398 CAPTAIN R ILEY'S NARRATIV,E. 

ing, named Ben NaAory- he was one of the commit­
tee of arrangement to wait on the governor. I 
wished to see the operation, and went to the house 
of the Alcayd for that purpose. T he Jews soon 
appeared by classes-as tbey approached, they put 
olf their slippers, took their money in botb thei'r hands, 
and holding them alongside each other, as high as 
th? breast, came slowly forward to the talb, or Mo­
hammedan priest, appointed to receive it; .he took 
it from them, hitting each one a smart blow with his 
fist on his bare forehead, byway of a receipt for his 
money, at which the Jews said, NaAma Sidi, and re­
tired to g ive place to his com panion. 

Thus they proceeded throu~h the three first class­
os without milch difficulty, when the fourth class was 
forced up with big sticks; this class was very nume­
rous, as well as miserable;) they approached very 
unwillingly, and were asked, one by one, if they 
were ready to pay their gazier; when one said, yes, 
he approached as the others had done, paid his 
money, took a simil ar receipt, and then went about 
his business-he that said, no, he could not, or was 
Mt ready, was seized instantly by the Moors, who 
throwi ng him flat on his face to the ground, 
gave him about fifty blows with a thick stick upon 
his baok and posteliiors, and conducted him away, J 
was told, into a dungeon, under a bomb proof battery, 
Ilext the western oity wall , facing the ocean.: thel'e 
were lUany se""ed (his way-the Jews' town was all 
this time strongly guarded, and strictly watohed. 
At t1~e end of thi'ee days more; I was inrormed that 
those who were confined in the dungeon were 
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brought forth, but I did not see them: the friends of 
.ome of these poor creatures bad made up the 
money, and they were dismissed: whilst the others. 
"fter receiving more stripes, were 'remanded and put . 
in Irons. Before tbe next three days had expired, 
many of them changed their religi0n, were recei,'ed 
by lhe Moors· as brothers, anil were taken to the 
mosque, and highly Ceasted, hut were held responsi­
ble for the last t ax notwithstanding. The four 
above-named Jew merchants, in Swearah or Mog.a­
dore, live in high style; are absolute in the Jews' 
town, and manage nearly all the English trade at 
Mogadore: at presellt, their stores are allowed to 
be kept in tbe fortress part of the town, or of K$cb­
bah, where Guidallas and Moenin are permitted to 
reside and stay at night, by paying a handsome sum 
to gove rnment. 

I had the pleasure to see two' brigs arrive from 
Enl;land, and to receive a letter from MI'. Silnpson 
at Tangier, and a .kind letter from Mr. Sprague at 
Gi braltar, which are before-mentioned and inserted. 
Two da)'s after the arrival of these ves.sels from 
London, the one commanded by captain Mackay, 
and the otber by captain Henderson, I went down. to 
the waleI' po rt to see these gentlemen when they 
. hould land in the morning: on my arrival (here, I 
saw a great concourse of soldiers, and on inquir­
ing the cause, found that an execution was about t .. 
take pl~ce, and some malefnetors were at (he same 
time (0 be maimed. Tbe governor arrived at tbi. 
1IlD00ent, and tbe prisoners were driven in with their 
Itands tied ; the order for punishment was read by the 
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Cadi or Judge, and the culprits told to prepare them­
se lres, which they did by saying, Hi el .lillaA ·Shed 
(t Mohammed R asool .lill"", and worshipping. They 
were then made to sit down in a line uE'0n their legs 
on the ground: a butcher then came forward with ... 
sharp knife in his hand; he seized the first in tho 
line on the left, by the beard, with his left hand; 
two men were at the same time holding the. prison­
er's hands: the butcher began culting very leis.ure­
Iy with his knife round the neck, (which was a very 
thi ck one,) and kept cu tting to the bO.nes until .the 
flesh was separated; he then shoved the head vio­
lently from side to side, cutting in with the poiDt of 
the knife to divide the sinews, which he seemed to 
search out among the streams of blood, one by one : 
he finally got the head off, and threw it on a mat 
that was spread to receive the mutilated limbs of the 
others. There were eight more who were sen ... 
tenced to lose a leg and an arm each, and nine tl> 
lose only one arm. The butcher.began to amputate 
the legs at the knee joint, by cutting the flesh and 
sinews r~und with his knife, which he sharpened 
from time . to time on a stone: he would then part 
the joint by breaking it short over his knee, as "­
butcher would part the joint in the leg of an ox. 
Having in this manner got oft' the leg, and thrown 
it on the mat, he proceeded to. take off the arm at 
the elbow, in the same leisurely and clumsy manner ; 
be seemed, however, to improve by practice, so that 
he ca"veu olf the hands of the last eight at tbeir 
wrists, in a very short time-tbis done, they next 
proceede,l .to take lip the arteries, and app ly a plas-
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tel', which lVas soon accomplished hy dipping the 
stumps into a kettle of boiling pitch that stood nllar, 
or ,,,Ole thing that had the same appearance and 
ol11ell. Is not this last circumstance an improvement 
ill surg;el'y? They then carried the lifeless trunk 
and mutilated bodies, with the head and other limbs, 
to the market: the head and limbs were carried on 
n mat by six men, who were making as mueh sport 
as possible, for the spectators: the bodies were 
'hl'oWI\ across Jack asses, and they were exposed in 
the most public part of the market place, nearly the 
IIhole day. The two governors, and other officers 
who 11'01'0 present during the execution of the sop­
lence, were sitting on the ground next to a wall, 
appearing "Iuite unconcerned, and were conversing 
gaily all other subjects. The Moors, who came from 
mere curiobity, did not show the least mark of dis­
approuation, 01' any signs of horror: they jested 
with the butcher, who seemed highly gratified with 
the part he was acting. 

I now asked Rai. bel Cossim, who attended me, 
ronce ming the mode of procuring an executioner, 
&c. &c. lIe told me, that when an order came to 
execute 01' maim any culprit., it gen~raJly embraced 
seve"al at the same time, so as to make but one job 
of it: that the butchers were called on by the 
Alcu)o OJ' governor, and forced to find one out of 
theIr number to do this work: that they then made 
up a purse agreeably to a rule, made among them­
selves in such case ; that is, two and a half ducats 
per OJall for cutting off heads, and two ducats per 
man for maiming; (two and a half ducats make one 

3 .. 
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doll ar, or forly cenls per ducat ;) they then ques­
lion oach olher to know who will accept of the 
money, and do the job: if no one appears will ing, 
they cast lots, and the one on whom it falls, i. 
obliged to undcl'l.ke il: Ih is man is p,'o lected by 
the govel'nol' for twenty-folll' hou rs after lhe execu­
tioll , whell he is left to take care of himse lf, brave 
the putil ie odiulU, and the revenge of the friends 
of the sulforer; or else to fly: he generally goes 
oil' the first night afterwards 10 some other ' place, 
and never retu!'Os: his wife, if he has one, can be 
divo rced from him by applying to the Cadi or Judge, 
a.D<l swearing, thaI as her husban d has se rved as an 
executioner, she is afraid 10 live with him, lest he 
should be tempted to commi t sOlue violence on her, 
in a simi lor way. 

The butcher who acted on the present occasion, 
was a voluntary execulioner for forty-eight ducats, 
and be decamped the next nigh t, leav ing, as I was 
informed, a wife and seven child,'en to shift for them­
selves: he was POOl', and cal'l'icd awa), his wages of 
death with him, Mr, W ill shire and Don Pablo 
Riv!\ confi l'med this sta temen t. 

Taking a walk round the walls of the city one 
da)" to make observations on it at low water, in 
company with Mr, Savage, and being escorted by a 
Mool', in order to pro tect us fr om insults, we came to 
the Jews' bul'ial place: it is situa ted a little without 
the wall s, nnd on the nOl' th side of lhe city, near 
the ruins of a couple of wind-mills, which I was in­
fOl' lI1 ed, Ilsed to do nil the grinding for th e city ; but 
this work i$ now perfor med in the town by horse-
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Illills. On our approach, we observed a great con­
Course of Jew women, and heard a great outcry: 
curiosity led us to the spot where they were collect­
ed : here was a newly dug grave, and the dead body 
of a man I ying on the gro und near it, enveloped in a 
cot ton wrapper, with his face partly covered: some 
men were busied in clearing out and preparing the 
grave; others had brought and were bringing lime, 
mortar, and stones, to fill it up with; whilst upwards 
of one hundred women were standing in a circle 
"as(wttrd of the grave, howling in an extraordinary 
manner. On a nearer approach, I observed about 
a dozen women in tattered garments, who formed an 
IIlller circle. As I gazed with pity on this spectacle, 
these twelve women, who were before quiet, seem­
~d to be seized with a sudden paroxysm of grief, 
and they began to approach each other with their 
hanus uplifted abon their heads; stretcbing ' the 
palms towards each other's faces, and commenced 
howling, at first moderately, but which soon in­
cr~ased to wailings 'the most violent, and yellings 
that it is impossible to describe: tbey tore their 
faces with their long lingel'-nails, and made the most 
hideous conto rtions of tlleir features: the mania , 
was now communicated to all the women present, 
who joined in the lamentation, but the others die! 
not tear their faces like the twelve, who kept it up. 
stamping with their feet, and going ro und in their 
circle; their blood and perspiration mixing togetber, 
and st l'eaming from their faces, ran all over their 
filthy garments, and dyed them red in streaks from 
head to foot: this parox),sm lasted fifteen or twenty 
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minutes, when they were so much exhausted as to be 
under the necessity of ceasing for a few moments, to 
take breath, when they commenced again, and went 
over the same ceremony, seemingly with redoubled 
vigour. The g l'ave being at last ready, the body 
was put in by the men, who then built up over it a 
wall of mason work, even with the surface of the 
ground. The grave was dug in a direction north 
a~d south; (he head was placed (olVards the Mutb, 
and space enough left on one side of the body to 
SUPPOI't the weight of the mason-work, without 
bearing upon the corpse: (hey next rolled a stone 
on it, formed of lime and small pebbles about two 
feet sCluare, and as long as the grave; this they 
placeu leve l on a bed 'of lime mortar, and tben re­
tired without speaking, except as much as was ne­
cessary to prompt mutuat assistance : the women all 
this time keeping up their how lings. After the men 
had retired, the women ceased their wailings, and 
seating themselves alongside the winu-mill, were re­
freshed by eating cakes, and drinking copious 
draughts of anniseed, Jew brandy, which had been 
previously prepared for the purpose, and they soon 
became as merry in reality, as they had before ap­
peared to be sad. While these women were rega­
li.'g themselves in this manner, I observed an old 
woman washing the corpse of a child of about two 
years old, in the surf: she then wrapped it " P in a 
dirty piece of woollen cloth, and carr~ed it to ,1l man­
who had been digging a hole fW i ~ 1h the side of 
,mother grave, where he shoved'\t'~\n ; ' put a Jlat 
$(one before it; filled up the hole with stone an.! 
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lime, and went away: one woman only attended the 
burial of the child, besides her who wrapped it up; 
and thi. ronst have been its mother, as I judged from 
her erootions : she sobbed aloud, while an abundance 
of tears trickled down her wo-worn cheeks. I con­
cluded she was poor and a widow: not a soul seem­
ed to join her, or pay the least attention to her 
grief: after a short pause, she kissed the stone that 
covered, I presume, the remains of botl{ her husband 
aud child; wet it with her tears; wiped it with a 
clean while cloth she had in her hand, and returned 
"eep,ng, amid the brutal scoffs of the Moorish boys, 
as ,he d,.lf;gcd herself along towards hel' cheerless 
"oode. The women who had assisted at the other 
hurial, had by this time ended their repast, aod they 
wenl round amongst the graves: maoy kissed their 
hands, and laid them on lfle grave-stones of tbeir 
deceased rclatiuns, while others kissed the r ude re­
semblance of a face can'ed on the stone : others 
plucked up the weeds and grass that encroached on 
the grave, or repl aced the earth and small stones 
which had been dUI( out by the rats, or broken off 
by the corroding tooth of time. 

On my wa), home to Mr. Willshire's house, I learned 
that the corps of tbe mao tbat was buried, was that 
of a Levite, who was poor, and had oot been able for 
a long tillle to perform the duties of his office, and 
was buried by charity; I also learned from Ben 
Nahory, Mr. "illshire's interpreter. that a priest had 
arrived from Jerusalem to gather tbe tribute paid 
yearly by all tbe Jews in Barbary towards the sup­
port of the few Jewish priests who are permitte61 te 
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reside in J erusalem, bi paying a tribute to tbe Grand 
Seignior, or Sui tan of the Turkish empire, "nd for 
p urposes o[ traffic: this is called a volou lary cODtri­
b utiou [or the support of Jerusalem. All the J ews 
in these countries believe that their nation is ODe 
day to sway the sceptre of universal dominion, and 
that Jerusalem must be kept as a kind of possession 
until the time arrives predicted by their prophets, 
when the little stone is to be cut out withon~ hands 
from the mo untain of Jerusalem, and is to fill the 
whole earth. T his and other prediclions, constan tly 
and adroitly handled by the crafty priests, together 
:with the miseries inflicted on the Jews in Barbary by 
the merciless Moors. tend to nurse thei r natural 
superstitions, and rend er them completely subservient 
to the wili of those who are considered their spiritual 
guides, and who rob them without merc)" under the 
pretext of applying the money to good purposes. 

A scbooner arrived from Gibraltar under the 
Englisb flag, though a Genoese vessel, a5 the Barbary 
powers were at war with Genoa- she brought a 
cargo of dry goods, iron, steel, cotton, &c. to Ben 
Zagury, a Jew; one of his sons came passenger ilLthe 
"essel : his name was Elio Zagury; he was a young 
J ow, was d"essed in the Euro pean fas hion, had been 
educated in England, and spoke the English language 
fluently. As soon as he had seen his fa thell, he call­
ed on Mr. vVilishire, and to see me; expressed great 
joy a t my deliverance, and in vited Mr. Willshire, 
myself, and M ... Savage,(o dine with him at his [ather's 
the next Sa(urday: (he invitation was accepted, be­
cause I wanted to learn some o[ the J ewish customs, 
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and gpt acquainted with the priest from Jerusalem, 
who \;, as a guest in his father's ho use. On our 
an",.1 there, I was presented to the priest-he was 
<..I. lDari of midJling sta tu re, dark cOlllplexlon, short 
hai,,, alltl a rnostvenerable, manly beard, that ,eached 
down nearly to hi s ceinture, OJ' g irdJe : his dress was 
a bruwn stri ped mantle, that buttoned close round 
the neck, and fell loosely to his feet, on which he 
hn,1 a pair of black slippers, dOl'vn at the heel, as is 
the cu,(om of Mool'ish J eIVs: his bead IVas covered 
with " camblet coloured turban, very high: in his 
hanJ he held a st['ing of very large beads, which he 
was continually counting or telling over; his mantle 
IVa- girt abo,e his hips with a brown silk girdle that 
too k .eYe l'al turns round him; and was about six 
IOches wide. I accosted him in Spanisb, wbich he 
spok(' very fluently-and made inquiries of him 
I'tsl'cctiug the present city of J ernsalem and its 
inhabit ants. From his answers (as he was I'ery 
inte lligent) I learned tbat Jerusalem now contains 
thirty thousand Turks, and twenty thousand Jews, 
Armenians,and Greeks: that a very brisk trade is car­
ried on there, principally by Jews, between it, Persia, 
Con,tantillople, and Jaffa, which Jews are permitted 
to r~s l de there and trade, on paying a tribute to the 
Grand Seignior : that the language mostly spoken by 
the Jews at J er usalem is the Spanisb : that there is 
a convent of Christian monks near it, containing a 
Humber of St. Francisco's order. 

The walls of J ernsalem arc strong and well built : 
all religions denominations are there toleraled by 
paying contributions, and protected by order of the 
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Grand Seign ior, proviued they pay (he soldiers well 
for their trouble. Tbe name of this priest was jjbrar 
//0'" ben NaS8ar: he said he shollid get abolH twenty 
thousand dollars fI'o m tbe J ews in the Moorish do­
minions, and carry the amo un t of contributions in gold, 
embarking again at Tangier [01' o ibl'a l tar, where he 
should deposit (he moncy while Iw went to England, 
France, Hollan d, and Germaoy, for the same purpose: 
thatthero wcre si., o,ol'e associate d with him on tbe 
coll ecting expeditions: olle of them had gone (0 

Alexandl'ia and otber parts of E gypt, (0 collect from 
the J ews there, from whence he would return by way 
of the tlilTercnt islands in the Archipelago: one bad 
sailed for Tripoli, who would take money from the 
Je ws there and a( Malta; thence to Italy and back: 
one bad gone (0 Tunis and it. various (owns, and 
would go (i'om (hence to Sici ly and Sardinia, aQd 
back: one had gone to Algiers and the towllS in that 
rogency, and would go from thonce to allcient Greece, 
includiug Vonice and th at part o[Gel'many border ing 
on the V cnetian gulf: one had gone over land to Rus­
sia, and would Olee t him in Germany, a ft e ,' passing 
through Poland, S wede n, Denmark. Prussia. &c. 1 
wished to bave an estimate of the Sli ms likely to 'be 
collcctotl in a ll (hose pl nces, and (hen he began to 
be a little reserved. However, a ft er considerab le 
conversation and so licitnlion, he Olle cl ay gave me 
wh a t ho sta ted to be (he amo unt of collection s as pel' 
the last "e (um s of IBn, which he had with him in 
Hebrew, and I se t it dow n as he interpreted, after 
he had iirst brought tho several sums into Spanish 
do li al'": it mode "l' in the ro unt"ie , already mentiOllPd . 
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Bve hundred and eighty thousand dollars: this was 
exclu<ive of tbe expenses of collecting and travelling 
out, and returning again to Jerusalem.· Many indivi­
ouals of the priests also came from Jerusalem to 
Barbaf), begging on their own account. Out of this 
fund a yearly tribute is paid to the Grand Seignior, 
besides impositions in the form of presellts to the 
Turkish officers; and the remainder serves to sup­
port tile priests, who are very numerous in Jerusalem, 
alid fur commercial purposes: tbus the superstition 
_nd credulity of the ignorant Jews in all Europe 

nil A fri ca, as well as in Asia, are made subservient 
10 tlip purposes of the priests and elders of that 
.iugular people, who still reside, by permission, at 
Jerusulem. 

The city of Jerusalem lies £i'om forty miles east of 
Jaffy, a small port on the Mediterranean sea: from 
thence (0 J erus81em the road is good, and the priest . 
tolil me he had walked the dislance in two days. 
Jarry is lhe port anciently called Joppa: it has a 
small town and fortress, and considerable trade with 
Jerusalem, tbe islands in the Archipe.lago, and witb 
Egypt, and some with Malta and Italy: here the 
Jewish priests who are sent out on begging expedi­
tions, cUlbark, and return by way of the same place, 
generally in Greek vessels of small burden, but very 
well built and manned. 

The priest asked me many questions respecting 
America, of which he knew but very little, and 
thought it was a wilderoess or a des art. Mter I 
had put him right in regard to those points, and in­
formed !.tim we had many Jews in America, where 

36 
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" 
/ /{'hey enjoyed eyery kind of pri vilege in common with 

people of other religions; that tbey could hold 
landed estates, &c, and that many of them were 
yery rich, he declared that as soon as he should 
h.,e finished his present tour, which would still de­
tain him more than a year, he would try to obtain 
Jeave to· visit America, and collect the dues there, 
I informed him that our Jews were not so supersti­
tious, oar in such bad repute, as those in Africa or 
Europe, where they were looked . upon as a set of 
sharpers and villains: "that may be, (said he,) but 
if they are Jews, they must cOl)form to the laws of 
Moses, and must contribute towards the support of. 
those of th.eir..n.ation_who..reside in the Holy Land, 
in order to be ready for the future conquest of Je­
rUsaleril, which would be the fulfilment of God's 
promises to his pe9ple." I asked 'him in. what man­
ne), they collected this contribution? and he told me, . 
that" having letters from the chief priest and elders 
at J erosalem, the collectors (who were always 
priests) were kindly received aod, well treated by 
all Jews wher.ever they came-that soon after their 
arrival 'in any place where synagogues are establis~ 
ed, they convene all the Jews together, and having 
laid before them the authority by which they make 
the demand, they then proceed, with the assistance 
of the priests and chief Jews of the place, to class 
them, and apportion. the sum to he raised amongst 
them according to their ability : when that is done, 
the tax must be paid without delay: it takes up six 
or eight months time to make up the sums and finish 
the collections in the empire of Morocco." 
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The Jews in West Barbary, are as completely 
under the control of the Moors, as if they were 
slaves, though they fancy themselves, in some mea­
sure, free: even their dress is regulateol by a Moor­
ish law: that of the men consists of a shirt, without 
a coliar, and wide petticoat drawers that come tight 
belolv lhe knees-the sleeves of the shirt, which are 
of the full breadth, of coarse muslin doth, fall a 
liftle ?elow their elbows, and are not plaited in any , 
way, but hang flowing: they wear above the shirt, 
a j~" ket with short sleeves to their elbows-the 
jacket is genel'al}Y-tUllde of green woollen cloth, with 
a smotli Goliar, buttoned t rgh l ronnd the low!)r part 
of the neck; it is sometimes wrought with needle­
work from the collar to the waist, in front, with 
which, and small ro und buttons, made from the same 
m~(crials, it is almost covered: they hook this toge­
ther with wire books, and again oyer this, (those 
who can alford it) have a black cotton mantle, which 
comes over their shoulders, and falls down to the 
calves of tbeir legs-this is so contrived, that one 
end can be thrown over the left shoulder in such a 
manner as to discover the drawers: they are girded 
with sashes of various colours over 'the mantle round 
about their loins: they wear long be&rds, and black 
woollen caps on the back part of their heads, leav­
ing the forehead uncovered, which is shaved often, 
and kept smooth. The four merchants that lived in 
Mogadore, wore coloured-silk handkerchiefs on 
their heads, covering their caps, and tied loosely 
under their chins: they all go bare-legged, and wear 
'black slippers on their feet, (as the luxury of colour-
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ed slippers is fo rbidden them.) III riding, they were 
formerly restricted to the ass alone, but /lOW they 
use mules, which Ihey arc not, however, allo\l'ed to 
mount or ride within the gates of the' city. When 
Jews or .rewesses are llbout t b pass a mosque or 
place of worship, they lIJust take off lheir slippers, 
and carry them in t4eir hands, going barefoo t past 
it, and that too, until they enter another street. 

The dr~ss here described, is that of the w~althy 
who can afford it, but the greatel' part of tbe Jews 
in West Barbary are poor, miserable, and covered 
with rags. A J ewess of the /irst class, is clad with 
a shirt made of mus lin, that 15 very wide; the sleeves, 
not less than a yard, hang loosely down to the elbow, 
when the !\vo hinder parts are doubled and fastened 
together behind their backs; the bosom of this sbirt 
is wrought with fine needle:work on both sides; it 
laps over he fore, and covers pa!'t of lbe breasts: a 
white waistcoat, wrought in like manneI'I is super­
added; the lower extremity of tbis is coyered by J 
wrapper, in form of shOl,t petticoats, wrapped round 
above the hips, and just laps over in fronl; this is 
commonly made of green broad cloth, and faUs down 
helow the knees: the two lower corners III front, are 
covered with a fancifully cut piece of red broad 
cloth-tbe whole is ,fastened together by a girdle 
round the hips, to which arc suspended behind n 
number of red woollen cords of <'lifr~rent lenglhs, 
banging~ dOlVn with a piece of plated sil ver, or other 
)lletai, bont round each at its lowes t cbd ; these make 
i' kind of tinkling when they walk by, ,striking 
I'gajl\sl eac4 qthllr, Tjleir /lair is long, coarse, and 
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black, and the principal part turned up, and fasten­
ed (>11 the top of the head, while two small braids 
from hehind each ear, are attached together at ·their 
, .\trcmities, and fall down to their girdles. 

l\Iarried women of the first class, cover their heads 
w,th a /lowing silk handkerchie£ Both married and 
'inglc women, are extremely fond of ornaments, and 
nre benerally corpulent: they wear amber and pearl 
necklaces, with golden hearts, set about with fine 
JiamOllus and other precious stones: many other 
ormm, nts are also hung to their necklaces, which 
an fre'lueotly connected by golden chains: they 
wear Silver or gold bracelets around their wrists 
.In,] ankles, from one to two inches wide, enriched 
lVith enamel and precious stones. .1 examined seve­
ral of those ornaments: they are made of the finest 
gold, sil"er. anJ stones, and the best amber: the 
weight of the four bracelets on the wrists and 
ankles of a young girl, Ca broker's daughter,) was 
fourteen ounces, and they cost, together with her 
necklaces, ear and finget·.rings, and other ornaments, 
about t\\O thousand dollars. Those of the Jews 
who can get money, are excessively fond of orna­
menting their wiYes and daughters, and setting off 
their charms to the very best advantage; for it i. 
their interest to do so; but there are very felV of 
Ihern that have the ability to do it; not more than 
twenty Jews in Mogadore can afford this ex~ 
pense; and but few of the rest can furnish their 
wi,'es aod daughters with bracelets of e..-en base 
metal, washed over with silver or gold; yet every 
woman feels as if she were naked, without some or· 
l)alOcnts of tbis description. 
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The Jews are forced to live in a town by them­
selves, called el MillaiL, but the Moors enter it "hen­
ever'!hey choose, without the smallest restraint, and 
go into their houses without any ceremony, wbere 
they take whatever liberties they pl~ase with their 
wives and daughte\s. If a Jew happens to be in 
the honse, the Moor ei ther drives him out, or hire< 
him to absent himself, or keep the door, which latter 
is commonly the case, 'l' he Moor compliments the 
woman, and no B"'bary Jew thinks it a disgiace to 
wear antlers, provid\>d tbey are gi ld ed, fo r if he 
should set about seeking redress, he could never ob­
tain it. Should a J ew attempt' to resist a Moor ou' 
any occasion, he is sure of getting a sound drubbing, 
and as his testimony canDot be taken against a 
Moor, any more than that of a negro slave in the. 
West Indies anel the SOllthem States of America, 
can be given against n white man; he is forced to 
pocket every am'ont, and con~ent himself with get­
ting all ihe money he can from the paramour; so 
that to a Jew, a handsome wife or daughter in Bar, 
'bary, whil e yo ung, ensures to her hnsband or father 
a competence, and of course, a consequence among 
his brethren. 

The Jews' Sunday begins on Friday evening at 
s"nset, after which time no Jew can even ligbt a 
eandle 01' lamp, or kindle a fire, or cook any thing 
,until Saturday night, at the same hour, so that they 
heat their ovens on Friday ; p"t in their provisions 
befo re night, fo,' tbeir next day's meals, and let it 
stand in tbe ovens unt il Saturday 1100n, when it is 
taken '0ut, and set on tbe table, or on the floor, by 
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Moors, whom they contrive to hire for that purpose. 
E,ery Jew who can a(ford it, bas brass or silvei' 
lamp. banging up in his bouse, which are lighted on 
~'nJay. and not extinguished until Sunday morning : 
t hey bun) either ojive or argan oiL Their principal 
,,,d standing Sunday dinner, is called slcanah; it is 

Illade of peas baked in an oven for nearly twenty­
tf}lIr hOlll'i, with a quantity of Beeves' marrow-bones, 
(haring yer}' lillie meat on them,) broken to pieces 
,,,e , them ; it is a very luscious and fattening dish, 
"IIJ b) no means a bad one: this, with a few vege­
laL]",. an,l some limes a plum-pudding, good bread, 
,,,,d Jew,' ~randy, distilled from figs and anniseed, 
,'nrl hitlercJ with wormwood, makes up the repast 
uf tile Jell"" who caH themselrDs rich. The poor 
~an only alford skana" and barley-bread on theil' 
SUlIda), alld li,e the rest of the week as they can. 
rhey make no scruple of olfering for money thei. 

"ires and daughters, who are voluptuous in the ex­
treme; thpy will furnish their customers with every 

·farility required, and often even boast of the quali­
I} and merits of their wives' paramours. The men 
and boys attend their synagogues, (on their Sundays) 
of wbich there are twelye in l\logadore; but these 
are no more than small rooms, where all join in jab­
bering over prayers in Hebrew, as fast as they can 
s)lcak, crery. one in his own Datural tone of voice. 
making. nllo~cther. a most barbarous lcind of jargon. 

The JelVi.h women are considered by the mell 
as haring no souls, nor are they allowed to enler 
the synagogues but once a year, nor do the ,~omen 
partake of their sacranlent9. The sacraments COR-
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sist of bread and wille, and of circumcision. Whil" 
in Mogadore, I attended a Jewish circumcision. 
The child being ready, and. the friends present, the 
priest took him on his left arm, baving a pair of sil­
ver tongs in his left hand, with which he guaged and 
prepared the parts, and performed the operation 
with a sharp knife he had in his right hand, cutting 
off a piece of the tleso, as well as all the foreskin: 
this appeal'ecl to .me to be a painful and cruel opera· 
tion, and it made the infant scream out most piteous. 
ly. The Jews circumcise at the age of eight days, 
and-the Moors and Arabs at the age of eight years~ 
the Arabs cut the foreskin and tlesh off 'tquare, as 
well as the Jews: but with the Arabs, as I have be­
fore observed, it is' a preventive of disease, and not 
a religious rite. For a view of the Jewish costume 
and manoer of performing this ceremony in West 
Barbary, see plate No.8. . 

During my journey towards Tangier, when we 
put up at Saffy, during the Jews' Sabbatb, having 
two Jews in company, who had friends or relation~ 
in that place that entertained them, and furnished a 
SUppN ; before eating, they brought fOl'ward a cup 
m the form of a tankard, and some white bread, in 
which some green herbs had been chopped up, and 
lnixed with it before baking: they all arose at once, 
formed a cii'cle round the supper dish, consisting of 
boiled fowls, which was set on the floor, aod when 
standing, all began to chant over their pl,ayers in 
Hebrew, as fast as tIley could speak; there were 
II-bout twenty in all, relations and visitors. As I was 
ignorant of the Hebrew language, which th.y spoke. 
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~nd wilich I am told, dilTers materially from that 
laught in the schools and colleges of our country, 
J could not join with them. This chant, discordant 
enough to be ure, took up at least a quarter of an 
hOllr. When they were about to finish, they passed 
ronnu the oread, of which each one took a piece, 
allu oot to be si ngu lar, I took one also, and ate it.' 
Aftel' saying over a rew more words, tbey handed 
rOlllHI the cup to all, and each took a drink, keeping 
up their chant all the time-when it came round to 
me, I took it and drank a little; it was wine, made 
l" s{t'(-'fJin~ dry raisins in 1''ITater, 'and to me not very 
palata hie, beillg sOlllewhat sour and bitter. After 
tI" cup had gone ronl1el. all turned their faces to the 
en,t bowed thrice. benning their bodies more thall 
half "ay to the ground, still going on with their 
I hant As soon as they bad done worshipping, 
tI,,'., resumeu their places round tbe dish, seized 
(ach other bJ the hand, giving ita COOYlllsi,'c grasp, 
alld .tamping at the same time with fhe ir feet; this 
Ipl'lilInnled the ccremollY. The chant being finish­
(·d, nil took their seats around the dish as near as 
Ihoy could .got, on thei,' legs and on the floor, having 
hr,t washed theil" bands; some vigorous ly seized the 
1.>oil.-<1 iowls, which they soon carved, by pulling 
them to pieces, and then passed those pieces round 
to th,> I"umrnny. Their bread was made of barley­
oc.d. Ihh the) dirpcd in the dish, after each bite, 

sud called It a sop; the gravy in which they dipped 
the,r bl"ca,l, was the liquor io which the fowls had 
heen boded. mixed with ,·inegar. This was on Fri­
day e\eI1Ill!(. January the 6th, 1816, about 9 o'clock 

3H 
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P. M. On the next evening, they repeated the same 
ceremonies. After supper, they am used theroselve .. 
by singing songs in Arabic, and telling stories, which 
they kept up with great glee until near midnight, 
w ben, at roy entreaty, they retired for tbe night, a 
I wished to get some rest. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

New o,·deTs arrive fran, the Emperor- Mr. Willshire 
is grossly insulted by MooTs-.!l descriptioN of the 
eily and pori of Swearah or Mogadore-its in­
naoitants, commerce, rnanufactures, &c. 

ABoU'r the last of Noverober, a courier came to 
Mogadore from the emperor to the gov~rnor, 

ordering him not to sufrer a Moor, to serve either a 
Christian or Jew under any pretenc~ whatever, or te> 
live in their bouses, under the severest penalty: this 
letter was no sooner read, than the news flew to every 
part of the town. In consequence of this order, Rai. 
Bel Cossim, Bel Mooden, and a Moor of the naroe of 
Soliman, who had been constantly in and about Mr. 
·Willsh ire'. hoose, durst not return to take their 
leave: the life of a Christian previ~us to this was not 
safe, even in the city, without a Moor in company to 
ward off the insults of the boys and those of the 
Moors who were vicious or fanatical. New orden 
had also been given to the guards of the water-port, 
not to allow anyone to go on board vessels, except 
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the captains and crews, without a special order from 
the governor. 

On New-year's day captains Mackie andRenderson, 
01' ",hom I have before spoken, dined with Mr. Will­
.hi ,'e: when they went down to go on board their 
"essels, Mr. Willshire and myself went to take a 
walk round tbe ",atereport, it being low tide: the 
guards ran a!'ter us, se ized hold of Mr. Willshire, and 
turning him round, bid him, in an insulting tone, to go 
bvk, nttering the most abusive language; and drawing 
thp;r scimitars, they threatened to cut him down. 'e had no Moor with os to witness this insult, bot 
!\II'. Willshire's spirit could Dot brook this indignity, 
aou he rehuked these fellows in a very resolute man­
ner, bidJing defiance to them and the Alcayd, and 
told them that if the), otfered to touch bim again, he 
would re"enge himself instantly, and at any rate would 
cOlD plain to tbe emperor, and would cause them to 
losr their heads for insulting a consul and a merchant. 
I advised him to return to the porf, which he did; 
but the Moors were so enraged, tbat they ran with 
all speed to the Alcayd, and told him that Mr. Will­
shire had beat them; that he called them hard names, 
and defied the power of the Sultan. Immediately 
sold iers were sent after him, who came up with us 
before we got t6 his house: they insisted on taking 
him berol'~ the "Icard forthwith by force, if he would 
not 11;0 without; he told them, however, that be must 
and would wait fol' his Jew interpreter Nahor}', and 
that then he would come: this auswer was carried to 
thp Alcayd, anJ in a few moments Ben Nahory made 
his appearanrt', and .t~ey went before the Akayd 
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together. The Alcayd reprimanded Mr. Willshire 
for having cUI'sed the Sultan, and advised him to 
settlp the business, by giving a present to tbe g uards, 
or they would depose against him before the Cadi, 
which if they should do, he would be obliged to go 
up to MOI'OCCO to the emperor, and h (the governor) 
said he could not be answerable for the result. Mr. 
' Vill shire defended himself so well by the help of his 
illterpreter, who was a cnnnillg Je\\7, that his accusers 
began to lower their tone a little: he stated that be 
had the Sultan's leIter, which ordered the governors 
and Alcayds to see his person protected from insult, 
as well as his property, and that the late order had 
deprived him of the aid and evidence of a Moor, to 
which he was pntilled by that lettel': he added, that 
he would write the Sultan an account of the insult 
immediately, and of the "illan)' of the port guards, 
but would not pay a blanquille, (i. e. a farthing) to 
anyone. The Alcayd said he was ordered to protect 
him and the other Christians in the port, an d wished 
them to be respected, but they must respect them­
selves, aDd by way of an oxcuse, remarked that the 
consuls at Tangier did not go down with the captains 
that have the honour of dining with them, to their 
boat s after dinnel'; that this was derogatory to tbe 
etiquette due to their office; but, at the same time, 
calling the guards, he told them that Mr. 'Willshire 
was the Sultan's consul: that they must neycl' lay a 
fingel' on him; but if he should ,;ish to go olT in one 
of the boats of the vessels in port, they must permit 
h im to get into the boat, but preyent it from going oJI' 
until they sent him information, in, order that be might 
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give a permit [or him to go on board. He further 
.old Ihe glla rds that they bad done very wrong, and 
If tho) were not carefu l in future be should dismiss 
them. The gllards were ver), angr)', and said it 
wa, intolenlble lOl' a Moor to be insulted with 
1011""l1t)' hy a Christian dog, and that they would 
S\lear ag'lIlst him before the Cadi that instant; that 
tho) did lIot fear his (the govel'llor'"S) power, and 
th", \I (\lIld appeal to the SU'ltan and ~bide his decision, 
1\, II.ey wore going to tbe Cadi, the Alcayd told them 
if [he j .II [ contral'y to his orders it would cost them 
tI" i, he"d., ano bid them return to their duty im­
Ill'·'''atel.' • alld in order tllatthere might be 00 further 
cOIJII'I"n.! lin tho il' part, he would make inquiry, and 
ha,. justice done to them as well as the consul: 
thns lll.kJ the atrail" which I at first was apprehen­
si,e "uul'] be attended with more serious consequen­
ce. Mr. \\'illshire, howeve[', took care to send 
pl'tscnts to the Addals, or four assistants of the 
Alcnyd. who took occasion to convince the Alcayd, 
that ti,e guards were in the wrong-however )ve 
.lurst not go out walking or riding as formerly, but 
were obliged to restrict ourselves to the city, and I 
had time to examine it within and round about. 

The tity of Mogadore, called Swearah by tbe 
Moor, ~nd Arabs, or the beautiful pictltre, is situated 
on the AtlantiC Ocean, in latitude 31. 15, (thirty-one 
degree., fifteen minutes north,) and longitude 9-
(nine degrees) west from London. It is built some­
what in form of an oblong square: its length from 
north to soutb is about three fourths of a mile, and 
:ts greatest breadth is not more than half a mile: it 
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stands on a peninsula that has been recovered front 
the sea, which was hes its walls on the W. N. 'vV. and 
south sides every tide, and is sometimes <;.ompletely 
surrounded by wa tel' at high spring tides. The 
walls are built of slone ilnd lime, generally six feet 
thick at their base, and about twenty feet in height; 
surmounted with small turrets; and ha,'e batteries 
of cannon on them at every anglo: the wails generally 
are made of rough stone and small sea pebble~, mixed 
and cemented tegether by liquid lime-mortar, filling 
up every crack so lid; they are plastered over with 
this kind of stucco within and without, and are thick. 
solid, very firm and hard. On the eastern angle as 
you approach the ga tes. there is a round towel' bui lt 
of hewn stone, thirty feet high, mounted with about 
forty pieces of brass and iron cannon, that 'command 
the approaches of the city on the east side, assisled by 
the foul' batteries on the N. E. angle, and a heavy 
battery on the \Vater-port. It is divided into three 
ports-ol Ksebah, or the stroog and lion-like fortress, 
is the so uthernmost, and is surrounded by a double 
wall on the east and south sides; a single wall, but 
verythick, next the sea, where there is a strong bomb­
proof battery, mountiog about forty pieces of cannon 
of <lif('erent calibers, and most of them are of brass: 
this is its whole defence 00 the seabord. Vesscls of 
war l\ligb,t anchor, in smooth weather, within half 
canoo.) shot of the towo in thirty fathoms water, 
rocky bottom. This town is sep"arated from the 
m~in town bya s,trong wall, who~e gates are regnl ar/y' 
shut at 8 o'clock !'Vfry evening, and not opened Imtil 
brQ~d "'Iyiight the next morning. Tbe Christian' 
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lIJerchants reside in the fortress, and the four Jew 
merchants keep their goods in it. The next is the 
main to ,\'n, where the market is held, and where tbe 
artificers live: there is a very handsome square set 
apart in that section of the town for a grain market, 
surrounded by sma ll shops, kept by Moors and Jews: 
these shops are on the gro und floor, havea door, butno 
window to them, and are so very small that the keeper 
can sit ~t his eas~ in the centre and reach.very article 
in them. They, among other things, manufactUJ'e at 
Mogadore large quantities of haicks, which are made 
of woollen )arn spun by hand with a common iron 
spi ndle, and woye in common rough looms similar to 
suc-h as we made lise of, even in Americ~, not more 
than fift), years ago-the) throw the shuttle by hand, 
and IVeale their pieces about five prds long and six 
feet wide, and they are sold from the looms at about 
two dollars each. but are not allowed to be exported 
by sea: they also make axes and many other iron 
tools, sncb as adzes, scimitars, knives, &c. East of the 
main town, is the town oocupi,·d by the blacks, in a 
corner or kind of a trian~ le made by the outer wall: 
it is said to contain two thousand free blacks: this 
part is also walled in by itself, and has its gates shut 
el'er)' ni!!:ht. The ne?:l'oes that are free enjoy nearly 
all the rrivileges of the Moors. being of the same 
religion; still they are lIOt allowed to live together 

promiscuously. 
The fourth division, is the Jews' town, or Millah: 

it is vel') confined. and occupies the N. W. angle of 
the city: the sea washes it. outer wa ll every tide, 
ana has nearly beat it through on the west side; it 
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is divided from the principal town by a high strong 
wall. The Millah has but one gate, which is on its 
easlern side, neal' the north city gate: this is always 
stroogly g uarded, and has a governor or Alcayd to 
adjust and settle disputes between the Jews, and 
bl'tween them and the Moors. Tlle water~port is 
(wo hundred yards south of the city, within the 
outer-wall-this is a wall built of hewn-stone, with 
several archoes. through which the ticiefiovfs.and ehbs: 
the waU is about twenty feet thick, and ha§ a strong 
battery of heavy cannon well mounted.oD it, for the 
defence of the harbour: it is extremely well built; 
its arches are well turned, and the wbole work 
would bear a comparison with an EuropeaX) fortress. 
The harbour spreads itself before the to)l'n to the 
south, and is shielded from the sea by an i2J.and abo ut 
two miles long, and half a mile broad,;. !.Y distont 
from the water-port point about five bundted plods. 
Between the. island and water-port, the vessels 
enter, keeping the island side close on board. until 
they run down half the length of it, when they lIlay 
anchor in two and a half fathoms at low ","leI', 

within a cable's length of the islaml, and with good 
cab les and anchors ride safe during three quartel's 
of the year; but I'essels drawing over fourteen feet 
water, cannot ride secure on account of 11,. shallow­
ness of the harbour, In the months of December, 
January, and February, strong gales prevail fl'om 
the westward, which heave in sncil heavy s,vells 
ronnd the two ends of this island, that what seamen 
cali the send, or swing of the sea, breaks the sh:ong­
~st cables, and forces all the vessels in this port on 
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• hore, In the winter of 1815, an English brig was 
driven OJ! shore with a full cargo, and totally lost ; 
another parted her cables, and was drifting fast to­
wards the \Vater-port, when the master and crew 
deserted her in their boat, in hopes of saving their 
lives; but the boat was upset, and all hands were 
either drowned or dashed to pieces against the 
rocks; the brig's cab les, however, caught round 
some craggy rocks, which held her through the re­
mainder of the g'a1e, though within a rew feet of the 
rocks astern. An American schooner's crew were 
also lost ill this port a few years ago, together with 
her supercargo, in consequence of quitting the ves­
sel, and taking to their boat, while the captain, who 
was soliciting assistance from the other vessels in 
port, lVas saved, and the 8chooner was also finally 
saved, though she had been totally abandoned: it 
is in the winter a very dangerous port, and any ves­
sel entering it, should have three good cables and 
ancho,'s, to 'moor her head and stern by, and should 
strike her yards and topma.ts immediately, 

The island is called Mogadore by the Europeans, 
and was thus named by the Portuguese or Spaniards, 
when they first partially surveyed this coast, and 
thence the European name of Mogadore, is derived 
for the town, and not from the sanctuary or sainto 
bouse neal' it, which in Arabic is called Milliah. 
This island serves as a State Prison for tbe Moorish 
empire: it is fortified and strongly guarded, com­
monly containing not less tban one (ho~sand State 
prisoners, who have mostly been Alcaydes and mili­
tal'y men, and wbo are frequently pardone4 alld I'e-

3 [ 



stored to their former posts again, after a few years 
trial of their forti tude and patience there in irons. 
Provisions are ,en I to the island twice a week in 
good weather. All communi~ation with the island 
is forbidden to strangers, under pain of death. On 
a rocky point, without the water-port, the nearest 
to the island, stands a circular battery to defend the 
entrance of the harbour, and p,'otect the island: 0<\ 

the cast side of the harbou!', near the Sul tan's pa­
lace, there is also a circular battery, well' built of 
stone, calculo.ted to mount twenty guns, but the 
g uns that bad been mounted on it were taken away, 
uncleI' an impression that they might fall into the 
hands of the Arab., who attacked Swearah during 
the quarrel fO l' th e sllceession, whi ch was terminated 
ill tho ole,vation of the present Sultan, Muley Soli­
man, to the Moorish throne. 

Swearah or Mogadore, was built by Sidi Moham­
tned, the father of Muley So liman, who spar d no 
pains 01' expense in mnking it cO''J'espond with its 
name: it is the only tolerable sea-port in the Moor­
ish dominions, except Tangier, and the only one in 
which foreign "e.sels are allowed a kind of froe­
(meld, 01' one withou t specinl licenses : the house. 
n!'e built of ronl'h stone nnd lime; nrc from one to 
(h"N' . to";oo high, and ncnd) all have /Iat torraeed 
roo(i.;: tho sll'cet. nrc M ''J'OW, and some of them 
olll1o<t onti rely CO\-Ol''''' with hOllses arched or 1'1'0-

.icNin~ ,,\,cr thelll, "o,·ti'·lI lndy in tho fortress part: 
tho h\,ilding< at fir;t, it i~ said, wero erocted IJnder 
th e \" ~I'c('\ion of arli."1l9, who were brought li'om 
.cUI'Ojle for tho purpo,e: it is by [.,r the neatest 

"" 
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town in the empire, and is computed to contain 
about thirty thQusand Moors and blacks, and six 
thousand J elVs. During the contest for the succes­
.ion, at the death of Muley Eitzid, who reigned a 
short time after the death of Sidi Mobammed, Swea­
rah was attacked. by surprise in the night, and about 
three thousand of the assailants entered the fortress 
part over the walls, and actually got possession of 
the str~ets; but they were soon destroyed by the 
garrison and town's people, from tbe roofs of their 
houses: and the army before it, consisting of field­
Moors and Arabs, were put to flight. It bas been 
since visited and near! y depopulated tlVice by the 
plague, which spread terror and devastation in all 
the IVestem part of the empire. Mercantile trade 
was here encouraged by its founder, and flourished 
to a great extent; large quantities of wbeat were 
sent from hence to Spain and Portugal; sbeeps' 
wool and the gums were also shipped in great abun­
dance; namely, gum-sandarach, arabic, &c. &c.­
almonds, olives, dates, dried figs, and large quanti­
ties of olive-oil, bees-wax, and honey-annis, cum­
min, worm, and other medicinal seeds-pomegra­
nate peel, and many other drugs-goat, calf; and a 
few camels' skins, and camels' hair-haicks for the 
Guinea trade, and many other arlicles. Their im­
ports were bar-iron and steel, knives, and other 
cutlery, raw cotton, and many kinds of manufactured 
cotton goods, woollen cloths, silks, and silk handker­
chiefs, teas, sugars, spices, gold and silver orna­
ments, pearls, amber beads, small Dutch looking­
.glasses, German goods, platillas, nankeens, lumber, 
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&c. he. T here were at one time no less than thirty 
Christian mercantile houses. established there: the 
duties on imports are ten per centum, taken in kind 
when the goods are landed, except on the articles of 
iron, steel, and cotton, on which-the duties are paid 
in cash at the same rate: (fhe government allowing 
tbe impol"ter a short credit on the duties:) this is 
tbe duty the Sultan is entitled to by the Koran as 
tithes, or tenths, according to tbeir sacred code, for 
he is lhe religious; as well a8the temporal so,;ereign. 
The duties 00 exports are regulated by an imperial 
order, aod are not steady. 

Trade bas beeo depressed of late years by enor­
mous duties on exports, and by probibitiions, so mucb 
so, that there are now only two respectable Christian 
establisbments in Mogadore, and those wbo conduct 
tbem are forced to put up with every kind of insult 
and imposition: they do no business to a pr~fit, and 
must, if it does not soon alter for tbe better, quit tbe 
place altogether. It is the policy of tbe present 
emperor, who is absolute, to keep the people as 
poor as possible, tbat they may not have it in their 
power to rebel; . for a rebellious army cannot be sup­
pqrted there without money, or kept together without 
an immediate hope of plunder, and the Moorisb go­
vernment bas very little to fear from a partial and ill 
organized insurrection, tbe chiefs of whicb must have 
Inoneyas well as bravery, and display good conduct, 
or they will soon be forsaken. The Sultan commen­
ted his system by shutting the ports of Santa Cruz, 
Saffy,Rabat,Azamore, Darlbeida,&c. and ordering tbe 
foreign merchants ~siding in them to go to Mogadore 
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or Swearah, where be said they should be protected. 
Soon aftonvards they began to prohibit the introduc­
tion of some articles, then the expo.rtation of many­
such as wool, wheat, olive oil, &c. and laid a duty 
that amounted to a prohibition on seyeral other 
arlicles of exportation; when tbe people murmured, 
they were told it was a sin to tTade wi th men who did 
not follow the true and 0111)' holy religion on earth: 
that their prophet had stri ctiI' forb idden such traffic 
as \Vo~ld be li able to corrupt' th eir morals and defile 
them in the sigli t of G od: that Ihis sin had been 
committed, alld thot God was now taking vengeance 
of his I,eople LJ sellding tbe locusts and the plague 
that followed them, laying waste the countr)" and 
unpeop li llg so many fine cities. These were argu­
ments \I'hich had great weight with the superstitious 
Moors, aided by the plague which at that time rabed 
with dreadful fury and swept off three fourths of ,he 
inhabitants of Mogadore, Saffy, and seyera! other 
towns; tho whole garrison of el Ksebbah on Ten­
sift river, &c. &c. Several of the Christian mer­
chants died also of the plague, and many o[ the most 
respectable mercantile Moors: this caused an almost 
total stagnation of business, which stagnation has been 
increasing, if possible, ever since, owing to th ese 
causes and other heavy commercial restraints impo­
sed by tbe present emperor. 

Should any of the maritime nations declare war 
against the Moors, Mogadore might be easily taken 
and destroyed, though the place could oot be retained 
any length of time: a few sloops of war of a light 
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draft of water might enter the harbour and sail down 
nearctile south end of the island, where they might 
land troops and take possession of it, which being 
high, commands the town; here they might construct 
batteries and beat down its walls at their leisure. 
The country near it is covered with nothing but drifts 
of sand for a distance beyond cannon shot. Tbe 
Moors are ,-ery awkward gunners, though as brave as 
men can be, believing that i'f they venture even,up to 
the very mouth of a cannbn, tbey cannot die one 
moment before the time appointed by fate, nor in any 
other manner than that wbich was predestined by 
the Almighty before they were created, and even 
from tbe foundation of the world. 

CHAP. XXX. 

Of the JlIJOO1"S a"d MOO1"islt.llrabs-Feast of e:'piation­
.!1 MooT;sh ,"cview, and sltmn-jigM-HorsemalZship­
of tlte .!1rabian horse and his fumiture. 

THE Moors are a stout athletic race of men, an,1 
generaily of about five feet ten inches in height. 
They sprung from the Bereberie., or old inhabitants 
of north and wcs!'ern parts of northern Africa, together 
with the descendants of the Carthaginians, and va­
rious Greek and Roman colonies on those coasts, con­
quered by and commixed with tbe Arabs or Saracens 
who passed the Isthmus of Suez, and subjugated tbe 
uorth of Africa under the caliphs of fhe pretended 
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prophet Mohammed. Fez is at pr'esent the great 
capital of the empire and chierresidence of the empe­
ror, \\'ho is styled by the Moors and Arabs el Sultan, 
(the Sultan) or as they pronouoce it, Sooltan. Suse 
has become independent of the Moors. The Moors 
are all strict followers of the Mohammedan doctrine, 
and firm predestinarians. I call the doctrine Moham­
l1Iedan in stead Jvlahome/an, because the name of their 
prophets is pronElunced, both by the Moors and Arabs, 
J1Io/winl1led, and both of them pronounce their letters 
yery distinctly, and with their mouths open like the 

'pan iard, giying to every letter its full ,ound; for 
though they write with characters, and do not know 
how to form a Roman letter with a pen, yet a person 
understanding letters, who hears them speak, would 
say they were perfectly familiar with the Roman 
alpbabet, and laid more emphasis and stress on the 
letters, by means of which they speak their language 
better than any other people on earth. 

The .Moors, in general, do not learn to read and 
write, but their TaMs are learned men, who take great 
pains to become acquainted with the principles of 
their own and the ancient Arabic language, and 
"ith the laws of the Koran, which is held by them 
to be a sacred book, and to contain nothing but di­
vine revelation. The Talbs transact all the business 
that requires writing, and serve alternately as scriv­
eners, lawyers, and priests. The Moors use no 
bells for their places of worship, but in t.he towns and 
cities, their religipus houses have high minarets or 
steeples, with lIat tops and a kind of balustrade round 
them; to the tops of tbese the TaMs ascend to call 
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the' people at st'ated times to prayers, and as the 
steeples are very high, an'd the Talbs are accustomed. 
to' call aloud, the) are heard at a great distaDce, 
pal,ti cular ly when all is still in the city, Their t imes 
of praye rs are before daylight in the morning, at 
about mid,day, about the middle of the afternooll, at 
sunset, and again before they retire to rest, about 
8 or 9 o'clock in the evening, The l'albs who are on 
the steeples before daylight in the morning, commence 
by calling all the faithful to prayers: their voices 
sound most harmoniously, and thrill through the 
air in a singular !l)anner, I. was always awakened 
by them myself wbile I stilid at Mogadore, and ofteD 
went to the window to hear them ; tbeircall reminded 
me of my dut.y also, After they summoned all tbe 
faithful to attend prayers, they either rehearsed 
particular passages from their Bible or Koran, or 
sang some sacred poetry with a loud and piercing, 
but at the same time a very melodious aDd pleasing 
tone of I'oice, The Moors who live near the, places 
of IVOI sitip go in. join with the 'Talbs and praytogeth­
e1', f,1 t by far the g,'ea tel' number perform their devo­
t\G, m their own rooms. The Talbs, [am ' informed, 
perfol'm their religious duti es, which al'e very [a­
ti,! lilJg, merel~ frolll motives of piety-they do not 
n cei,'. the smallest remuneration either from the 
prince or people in any shape or way whatever. All 
worship by turning their faces to the east, and bow 
Iheir heads in the dust like the wandel'ing Arabs: 
they wash t!leir bodies all over with water before 
prayers,as reel! as theirhanJs and faees; [or "hich po),­
pose., within the walls of their mosques or churches, 



OBSERVATIONS ON AFRICA. 433 

they have walls or fountains of water, and large 
.tone basoos in which to bathe. When they appear 
before God, (as they call it) in their places of worship, 
they dil'est themselves of all superfluous ornaments 
and clothing, and even of their breeches ; after 
purifying with water, they wrap themsell'es decently 
up in tbeir haick or blanket only, and go through 
their ceremonies with signs of the most profound 
devotiOll. If a Christian enters a Mohammedan place 
of worship, he must either change his religion, by 
having bis 11ead shaved., undergeing the operation of 
circumcision, and confessing there is but one God, and 
that Mohammed is his holy prophet, &0. or suffer 
instant death-but I hal'e ventured to look into thew 
from the street. The court leading to the mosque 
was paved with tiles, and kept very clean, with stone 
basons filled with pure water on each side for the 
purposes of purification; though I durstnot approach 
00 near as tG see in what manner the interior part 
was arranged, but I was informed they were entirely 
free from ornaments. The women are not generally 
permitted to enter their houses of religious worship, 
Dar even to appear in the streets, unless they are 
completely coyered by their clothing, which going 
over their heads, is held ill such a manner by their 
hands on the inside, as only to permit them to peep 
out with one eye, to discover and pick their :way; so 
that DO Moor or Christian can see their faces. In 
the stre~ts, they are very seldom seen, and are so 
extremely fleshy, that they waddle, -rather than walk 
along, like fat and clumsy ducks. No Moor will 
marry a wife until she is well fatted by her father, 

3K 
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and if it is not in the husha'nd,'s power'afterwards 
to keep her in the same good case and condition, or 
rather, to improve upon it, he is dissatisfied, and 
endeavours to get clear of h.er, which he very often 
effects, for he will not keep a wife unless she is very 
flesby, or bed with what he calls" a death skeleton." 
The wOlDen visit each other, and walk together on 
the tops of their houses, bu t even the hushand can­
not enter the room they are in when uncovered, or 
get a sigbt of bis neighbour's wife or daughter, 
being strictly forbidden by bis religion to look on 
any other woman tban his own wife or wives :-thus 
the Moors, wben tbey receive company, sit down 
with tbem on tbe ground outside of their bouses, 
where they conVerse together; but notwithstanding 
all tbese precautions, as the women are very amo­
rous, they manage to introduce their gallants by 
means of tbe female covering, and the privilege they 
enjoy of visiting each other, and get their lovers off 
by the same means undiscovered. 

The Moors go off in large numbers .,·ery year; 
forming a great caravan, on a pilgrimage to Mecca, 
and return in three .or four years; every Moslemin 
being by law obliged to visit the tomh of his prophet 
once in his life-time, if h~ can afford to pay the ex­
penses of his journey. The men who have been to 
Mecca, and returned, are dignified by the name of 

, ef ajjA, (or the pilgrim) and the women who go and 
returo, (for there are a few who venture,) are allow­
ed the privilegE> of wearing the haick, or man's 
blanket; of walking the streets uncovered, like men, 
and of conversing witb tbem promiscuously, as ther 
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may deem fit, beiog considered holy women, and as 
possessing souls by special grace and favour. '£,'ery 
Moor. who is born an idiot, or becomes delirious, i. 
considered a sa.int, and is treated with the greatest 
attention and respect by everyone; is clothed, and 
fed, and taken the greatest care of by the whole 
community; and, do what he wi ll, he cannot commit 
a crime in the eye of their law. 

Soon. after my arrival at Mogadore, about the 
15th of November, 1815, the feast of expiation was 
celebrated by the Moors, at which every Moham­
medan is by law obliged to kill a sheep, if it is pos­
sible for him to procure one; if not, each kills such 
otber animal as he can obtain: the rich (if liberal) 
kill a number proportioned to their wealth and in­
clination, and distribute them amongst their re la­
tions, or the poor who have nooe to kill. Rais bel 
Cossim ( i. e. Captain bel Cossim) killed seven 
sheep: they had been bought long before, and were. 
well fatted for the purpose: the first day of the feast 
was spent in "isiting, and in giving and receiving 
preseots or gifts; and the second in military parade. 
On the morning of that day, I accompanied Mr. 
Willshire to the top of a house, formerly occupied 
by a Mr. Chlappi, deceased, who was the Portu­
guese Consul at Mogadore, for many years: this 
house was, before it went to decay,.the largest and 
most elegant in that city; it stood near, and over­
looked the eastern wall: from that place, we saw 
from thirteen to fifteen hundred Arabian horses, fleet 
as the wind, and full of fire, mounted hy Moors and 
"rabs, who .at eo strong Moorish saddles that came 



436 CAPTAllI RILEY'S NARRATIVE. 

up high before and behind, covered with ricb quilted 
scarlet broadcloth. They were paraded between 
the outer and main walls of Ihs city- the horsemen 
Were dressed with red caftans or vests, not general, 
ly worn by them, except on great occasions: these 
were covered with worsted haicks, wove transparent 
like bunting for ships' flags: each rider was armed 
with a long Moorish musket, and had a knife or 
scimitar hanging loosely by his side: they wore on 
their heads, either white turbans twisted and wound 
many t imes around, or a red cap, in token of their 
being regular imperial sol diets, or else a f.ld of their 
h aick: their bridle bits were the most powerful of 
the .A rabian kind. The horses were all studs, and 
wore their whol~ natural quantity of- mai.n and tail 
unmutilated in any part, and consequenti}' retained 
all their natural fire, beauty; strength, and pride : 
~ach horse was furnished with a head-piece, resem­
bling the stall of " bridle at top, and a halter 
below-this stall or· head-piece, was made· of the 
ricbest scarlet cord and velvet, with fringe hanging 
down pver, and nearly coyering his eyes, and a 
large pendulous pad of scarlet velvet cloth under 
each ear: the neck of each was adorned with a very 
elegant scarlet cord, having a handsome knob and 
tassal underneath: these trappings were solely for 
ornament, and not for use, and pubon before the bri­
dle. Each had, besides, a small red cbrd about his 
neck, to which was fastened a number of little bags, 
made of line red Morocco leather- these bags, I 
learned on inquiry, were stuffed with scraps of 
paper, covered witb Arabic writing, furnished to the 
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owner of the herse hy jugglers; and, as they pre­
tend, sen 'e as a charm to ward off the effects of 
" evil eyes," or witchcraft, in which they all believe: 
the Moors and Arabs are so firmly attached to this 
superstitious opinion, that they believe both them­
se lves and theiT horses are in imminent danger 
without this favourite charm. 

The Moorish and Arabian saddle, which I consi­
der t9 be the very best that can be invented by 
man to keep the rider steady in his seat, is fastened 
on by a str9ug girth under the horse's belly, and by 
one round his breast, but without any crupper: the 
stirrups are made of broad pieces of sheet iron or 
brass, and for the most part plated with si lver-the 
bottom of t~em is as long as a man's foot, so that he 
can shilt the position of his feet in them at plea­
sure: they are kept exceedingly bright, and are 
taken up short and tied to the saddle by braided 
leather thongs; so that in order to support himself 
firmly in his saddle, the rider has only to press his 
feet to the horse's sides, near his flanks; his knees 
on the lower part of the sadd le; thus resting at fi ve 
points at one and the same time. The bridle is of 
that kind which will either stop the fierces t horse 
in an instant, or snap off his lower jaw- so that the 
l'ider has his horse under the most perfect command 
possible. This hody of horsemen, thus mounted 
and equipped, were reviewed by the Bashaw and 

' . Alcayd, or military and civil governors: there were 
also five or six thousand foot soldiers assembled fO l' 
-the same purpose: these were dressed in haicks and 
red caps, and armed ,~ ith muskets and daggers. 
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After the review, the exercises began by a discbarge 
of seventy-iour pieces of cannon, mounted on the 
ditferent batteries about fhe city, and tben followed 
a kind of sham-fight, which was begun near the 
northern gate, between two bodies of infantry : they 
marched forwa rd to the attack, and each poured in 
an inegular fire, which was supported and kept up ' 
in almost one continual blaze by successive advan­
cing lines, until it seemed necessary to bring fo\;ward 
the heavy cavalry, in order to arrest the progress of 
a solid co lumn of men, that kept slowly and con­
stantly advancing upon the opposing troops_ The 
oxpected signal was at length' given: the whole of 
tbe cavalry was, instantly in motion : it advanced in 
'(fundrons of about one hundred, in close order, and 
at full speed, and seemed to fly like the wiod: the 
distance between the opposing forces, was near half 
a mi le: (he horsemen shouting louilly" "Ital.-ha" ! 
hah-Iwh. /" raised themselves ou theil' stirrups, took 
a deliberate aim with their long muskets, whea 
within five yards of the enemy's lines, and poured 
in thei r fire whil e going at their. greatest speed_ I 
expected they would inevitably dash in amongst the 
infantry, and trample many of them to death; but 
the mOUlent the Ulen had Qred, they brough t their 
horses down upon their haunches, and stopping tbeUl 
short, reined them instantly round, ( 0 make room 
for the next approaching squadJ'on, whi le the horses 
of the first squadron walked steadily and leisurely. 
back, giving time for tho riders to reload their mus­
kets at their ease: thus furious ly attackeu by nu' 
merous squad rons, in quick sllccessi on, and so close; 



OBSERVATIONS ON AFRICA. 439 

Jy, the ioCann·y was soon broken and dispers.ed, by 
which means the cavalry remained apparent masters 
of the field. 

Nothing of the kind could exceed tbe ardour, 
activity, and intelligence, displayed by those noble 
looking horses; they seemed almosi to fly to tbe at­
tack, and looked as if determined to rush through 
the opposing host, and trample it to atoms; but 
whe!). the riders bad fired their muskets, and tbe 
horses were turned abollt the other way, they were 
perfectly calm in an instant, and walked on leisurely 
lIutil they were again faced round towards the 
enemy; then their eyes seemed to kindle with fire; 
they pawed up the dust, which they seemed to snuff 
up into their wide-stretched nostrils, and into which 
one might see, as they then appeared, nearly up to 
the ir eyes: they snorted and pranced about in such 
a manuer, thar nothing short of the heavy and true 
Arabian bridle could have been capable of checking 
or keeping them in subjection, and nothing short of 
the Moorish or Arabian sa<ldle, could have prevent­
ed their riders from being dashed against the ground. 
The long spurs of the horsemen had gored their· 
flanks, so as to make the blood stream out, which, 
uniting with their sweat, formed a kind of streaked 
froth, that nearly covering their sides, dropped 
fast upon the ground, whilst the severe working of 
the bit upon their mouths, caused them to bleed pro­
fusely. The dazzling of their stirrups and arms in 
the sun, the rattling of tbeir spurs against tbeir stir­
rups, and the clasbing of their arms against each 
other: the beautiful appearances of the squadrons 
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of' horses; the cracking of musketry, and continual 
shoutings of the mock co mbatants, produced an ef­
lcc t tr u] y imposing, and I was of opinion that no 
lines of i"fant"y, of equal numbers, however well 
fOl'mcd and commanded, would be capable of wi th­
s tanding thei,. impetuous a nd repeated shocks, wben 
actually at tacked: this was truly a supo rb school 
for horsemanship, 

Sid i Hamet, myoid mastel', had borrowec1 and 
mounted M ,', Willshire's fin e horse, and seemed 10 
be in a ll his glory while exe rcising him like the 
o thers, Aftor they had nearly finished the sham 
fight, he, together with a line of Moors, consisting 
of about {iftoen or twenty, commenced their las t 
career towards the enemy: they had a quarler of a 
mile to ride, nod all with long muske ts in their 
hands: they set all' th ir horses ' at full speed, in a 
line, when on their scats ; then turning over, they 
placed their heads upon their saddlos, and rode with 
their feet in the ail', and their backs toward s the 
horses' heads for a onsiderable part of the dis tance; 
then rogaining th eir seals by a sudden movement, 
they roso in thei,' stirrups, fired all' their pieces close 
to tho wall , reined their horses around, and returned 
again to theil' post. Many of these horses wore eX­

tromely Oeol and beautiful, and seenled as much to. 
eX 'ced in spi"it, strength, and courage, the firs~-rate 
raco horses I had OVOl' seen in Europe 01' America, 
as those frno animals excel the common old plougb 
I,o,'se, 

Tho Moors soon wcnl' thei ,' horses down by hard 
. e)'vicr, and then put th ~m into mill. to g rind their 
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grain, as the re is sc~rcely such a thing as a wind or 
water-mill wherewith to grind their breadstuff, to 
be found in the Moorish empire. T he mares are 
never rode or wo rked, and are· kept solely fm' the 
purpose of breeding, and I found that what I had 
considered as an exaggeratea account of the good 
qualities attr ibuted to the Arabian horse, fell far 
.hort of b is real merits; for, though the most 
proud, fierce, and fiery of the horse kind, he is, at 
the s.ine time, the most docile of those noble ani­
mals. The true Arabian horse is about fourteen 
hands in height; his body is long, round, and slen­
der; his limbs small, clean, and straight; he is square­
breasted and round-quartered; his neck well set and 
slim, with a beautiful natw:al curve; bis head small, 
with a face inclin ing to a curve, from the top of the 
head to the nostrils, with eyes full, bright, quick, 
and intelligent-many of them ,are of a beautiful 
cream co lour, and frequent ly spotted w~9k.., 
and vary in colour from a light sorrel;through all 
tbe shanes of bay and chesnnt, to the deepest jet 
black; they are strong jointed, and fu ll of sinew: 
they are naturally docile,. and very active ; but if 
they become in the least vicious, they are doomed to 
the mill for the remainder of th.eiT days. It was 
with much regret I learned that these beautiful and 
.erviceabJe anime.ls could not be exported from 
either the Moorish dominions, or any otb"" of tbe 
Barbary States, without a special permission, as a 
private [avour, from the reigning prince, which is 
very se ldom granted, and only on particular and im­
portant "ccasions. 

3L 
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Th'e Arabs inhabiting Mo:rocco, live in te!>is, iN 
a wandering .state: fo r the true Arabs will hot be 
confined wi thin walls, and are a distinct race of men 
from the Moors. ' They keep large heras of cattle, 
horses, Gamels, sheep, .goats, and asse.s, making use 
bf the milk of all the females for b utter and for 
drink: they supply the cities with butler, which 
they make by the simple process of putting the milk 
into a goat-skin, the hair side in, hanging it· up' by 
the legs, and shaking it by the help _ of a rope, by 
wMch it is fastened; when the' butter is made, they 
pack it, hair and all, into eorthen jars that 110id from 
two to fo ur pounds each, aml in that state; carry it 
to market withou! salting, selling the butter, jar, and 
aI!, for a mere trifle: they. cultivate nearly all the 
plain land (hat is cultivated in the empire of 1\10-
rocco, (as the Bereberies till the hill:y country anel 
sides of the mountains,) except the grounds in the 
immediate vicinity of the cities, which they do not 
approach fol' the purposes of agriculture, those 
being cultivated and dressed by the Moo:rs and theil' 
slaves. They live in families or sections of tribes, 
and pitch t heir tents in C"o~panies of from twen,ty to 
one hund red and fifty tents, each tent containing-onc 
family: these tents, when pitched, are called a 
Douhar; they elect a c1\ief to each of these cl im­
hal'S, whom they dignify with the title of Alcayd or 
Sheick, for the time being: their, authority , however, 
is rather of an advisory than manaatory kind. 
Near seed time, they remove and pitch (heir doubar 
(or encatnpment) near the spot they mean to culti­
'(late, and plough and &OIV the land with whe" t, 
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barley, corn, or peas : they fence in some parcels of 
land with good high stone fences, particularly or­
chards of fig-trees, but fOJ the most part they are 
entire ly open; tLte sowing being finisbed, they re-
100\ e again, for tbe sake of pasture, to other parts 
of tbe same province, in wbich they continue to re­
,ide, as they cannot move .out of a province without 
leave being first obtained from the emperor-thus 
they wander from place to place, until near harvest 
time; when they return and gather in their CI'OPS 
which they have sowed, and which are considered 
.afe from the nocks, herds, and hands of other tribes, 
by common consent or interest, as all rove about in 
a simiiar way, having no fixed babitations; yet 
sometimes one tribe sows, and another reaps the 
fruit of its labour, but that is only done by force of 

arms. 
The Moorish Arabs are rather below the micJdle 

stature; of a dark complexion, resembling that be­
tween the mulatto and a white man, with long black 
hair and black eyes; they are strong and healthy : 
they wear round their bodies a woollen haick, which 
does not cover their heads, and go without any other 
clothing; their legs and feet are generally bare; 
tbeir bearus long; tbeir cheek-bones high; their 
noses regularly hooked; their lips thin; and they 
are as hardy a race of men as exists; perhaps, in. 
deed, wilh the e,ception of the wandering Arabs. 
The women wear a kind of a garment made of .. 
h~ick. through wbich they thrust their arms to keep 
it up-it hangs down to their knees, and nearly 
GOI'ers their breasts; they have a fold behind, like 
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those li villg on' the aesart, iii which they carry. their 
young children; they all stoop forward "ery, much ; 
are treated by their husbands as mere necessary 
slaves; are obliged to milk the cows, camels, mares, 
goats, sheep, and asses; make the butter, and spin 
and weave the tent-cloth and clothing by hand for 
themsel ves and families. T hey both spin and wea"e 
in the same manner as the Arab women of the de­
sart, and bring a ll the water they use, in large pitch­
ers on their shoulders, let the distance be ever 86 

great: they t ake c~re of, and help to draw the 
water for the flocks of sheep, and goats, and herds 
of cattle ; but the men manage the cam~ l s anc! 
horses_ -They g.rind thei r wheat and barley in their 
hand-mi lls, which are the same as on the desart and 
in Suse, as already described , and they make cakes, 
which (h ~y roast in the fire_ The women ,,1'1', in 
fact, complete' slaves: they a l'e obliged to strike 
their tents when they remove, and pack them 0;' 
camels, with all the other stuff that is possessed by 
the family; to pitch the tent again, and pack away 
the stuff, &c. &c. whil e the men take upon them­
selves to lord it over them, and drive them about at 
pleasure, only looking- aftel' the flocks and herd~, 
and punishing the women and girls, if any are lost: 
the men also plough and sow the land, and attend t~ 
the reaping and thresbing put the corn. The sickle 
they reap with, is nothing more than a knife with a 
blade of about a foot long, with the point bent in­
wards: the p~incipal part of the labour in this busi­
ness, they also oblige the women to perform. 

Their law permits them to have seven wi"es, but 
it is recommended to them by their prophet to have 
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only one, in order to prevellt contention in the 
fami ly. When they increase, however, in wealth 
or suhstance, .they need more h~ l p, and instead of 
hiring or buying slaves, thllY take more wives ;, and 
on this economical and agreeable plan, they make 
out to manage the affairs of tbeil' household. They 
are the same race of people in appearance and man­
ners, as the Arabs of the desart, and have bartered 
their \iberty fo'r the comforts afforded by a country 
susceptibte of cultivation. The Arabs are said to 
have continued migrating gradually from the de­
sarts and other parts of Arabia into Africa, ever 
since the irruptions of the first Saracens, by joining 
themselves in small numbers to the returning cara­
vans which go yearly from 'Moroceo, Algiers, Tunis, 
Tripoli, &c. on a pilgrimage to visit tbe tomb of 
their prophet at Mecca. These caravans carry 
large quantities o()f good~ with them, and make a 
trading trip of it, as well as a religious duty ; and 
many of the pilgrims return home very rich for 
!\loors. 

CHAP· XX~.I. 

'1'lte presfJI!l Arabs and ancient Jws compllred. 

SOON after I was seized on as a slave by the waft­
dering Arabs of the great Western Desart, I was 
struck with the simplicity of their lives and mannel'S, 
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and con trasted ,the circumstances of their keeping 
camels, livi ng in teIHs, and wand ~ring about from 
day to d",y, with the sim plicity of the lives of the 
old J ewish pa tri arohs, who alse li ved in tents, had 
camels, and wandered about from place to place; 
possessed mco-se rvants and maid-servants- that is, 
t hey owned slaves; but as they for the most pa.!'t 
lived in coun tries where th~ soil was capable of cul­
ture, they also had flocks of sheep and goats, and 
herds of cattle, and asses; ye t the patriarchs lived' 
in a thirsty land for a part of the time, and , were 
often in want of water, as well as of bread_ My 
mind was also strongly impressed with the simila~ity 
between the patriarchal form of govern ment, an d 
that prevailing among tbe Arabs a t ~he present day, 
which is, in the strictest sense' of the ,vord, paternal ; 
the [ather of each fam ily being its supreme and ab-­
solute head: the wallderi~ Araba will submit to no 
other control, and they actually reverence their 
fathers and the old' men of their tribe nex t to the 
Deity hi ms,elf, and pay, withou t th e least apparent 
compulsion, tlJC most cbee rful and implicit obedience 
to their orders and wishes_ When I became more 
acquainted with tbe Arabs, I observed that the man­
'!leI' of salu tation between strangers was very much 
'like that of the J cwisb fathe rs, as record ed in H oly 
Writ, aod which also prevailed among the inhabit-
ants of the cOlmtI'y where they sojourned, 'When a 
stranger approached an Arab's ten t, he fi rst finds 
out which way it is pitched; then, going rounu until 
he gets directly in front, he draws neal' slowly, until 
wi thbl ailo,lIt one 1,11ndred yards, and stops, bQt al-
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way. with his weapon in his hand, ready for defence, 
and then turns his back towards the tent : when he 
is perceived by those in and about the tent, (who 
are always upon the look out,) and they come fortih, 
he bows himself near I y to tlie earth t \Vice, and wor­
ships: upon whioh one from the tent takes some 
water in it bowl, and advance~ towards him: tbis is 
done by the head of tile family, if be be it borne, or 
by hi s .eldest son: if none of the males are present, 
one of the women goes fonva rd with her bowl of 
"ater, or something else, either to eat or drink, if 
they have any: if not, they take a skin, 01' 1'01\ of 
tent-cloth; to make a shelter with for the stranger_ 
As they come within a few yards of the stranger, 
they ask- " is it peace?" and being answered in 
the affirmatire, they mutually say- " peace be with 
YOll, with yOlll' father 's house, your fam ily, and all 

. you possess ott- then touch ing the fingers "f the j'ight 
hands together, they snap them, and cal'ryiJlg them 
to their lips, kiss them, wh ich is tbe same with them 
as to \Uss each othe r's hind: and thence, I presume, 
is ueriveu the compliment now in such general use 
among the poli te Spaniards, which is to say, in 
saluting a gentleman, "beso de usted las manos"-I 
kiss yoor bands: if a lady, " [ kiss your -feel." 

The Arab manner of worshipping the Deity, as I 
have already described, is by bowing themselves to 
the eartb, and touch ing their faces to the ground : 
afler bowing to the ground six times, they say, 
" God is great and good, and Mohammed is bis boly 
prophet:" tbis is tbeir confession of faith. After 
that, they oiler up their petitions, that God will 
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keep them under his special protection; that he 
will direct them in the right way; that he will lead 
them to fountains 01' wells of Ii viog water; that God 
will scatter their enemies, and deliver them ["om all 
those who lie in wait to do them mischief-that he 
will prosper their journeys, and enrich them witb 
the spoil of th~ir enemies, &c. and they afterwards 
recite sonie poetry, which they call sacred. Since 
my being redeemed, I have been told ·that th,e form 
of worship nowjn practice among those people, was 
taught them by Mohcmmed; but as these forms do 
not dilTer materially from the forIDs of worship prac­
tised by Abraham and the ether old patriarcfis, and 
those of the people among whom they dwelt in the 
land of Canaan and elsewhere, I am inclined to be­
lieve that the artful prophet did not change tll eir 
ancient mode of worshipping the Deity, but on the 
con(rary, sanctioned their long establish.ed custom, 
which had continued among that singular race of 
men ever since the time of Abraham; and tbatthe 
only innovations 01' alterations he ventured to make 
in that respect, were in appointing se t times lOr per­
forming those religious duties; enjoining besides, 
frequent purifications, by washing themselves with 
water, and thus inc~lcating cleanliness, so indispensi­
bly necessary to pl'eserve health in hot countries, as 
n religious duty. 

'Vhen travelling along the. great Desart, neal' it s 
northern borde.", w~ feU in with flocks of sheep aod 
g oats, which wel'C kept by the women and children, 
",ho were also obliged to water them; and when. 
ancl' OUI' al'l'i".1 in StlS~. while we were travelling 
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en ,t. immense plain, and many small cities or towns 
were 1n sight at the same time on every side, with 
high stolle walls, gates, and bars, and I learned that 
each one was independent, and under the command 
or government of its own chief, who generally styled 
himself a prince; and when I heard the story of 
the destruction of WirltlUh, and other devastations 
com",itted by the wandering Arabs in their vicinity, 
I could not avoid figuring to myself, and observing to 
my companioll)l at the time, tliat the coon try of 
Suse mu.t now resemble in appearance the" land of 
Canaan in the time of Joshua, both in regard. to its 
numerous little walled cities: its [ertile soil; and in 
many other respects; apd that the frequent irrup­
~ign. of the hordes o[ wild Arabs from the desart, 
destroying and laying waste the country, and the 
cities they are able to overpower, bore a strong re. 
semblance to the conduct of the ancient Ioraelites, 
when led frOlD the desarts of Arabia into the culti­
vated country near thew"; with this difference, ho,v­
ever, that the Israelites were then particularly 
guided, supported, and protected by Divine power, 
and conse'luently were enabled to act in unison, and 
with decisive elfect against those small, feeble, and 
ill-constructed cities. 

In trayelling from Mogadore to Tangier, io the 
empire of Morocco, and coming to those parts of the 
provinces of Abdah and Duquella, which are entire­
ly peopled by Arabs living in tents, and in a primi­
tive or wandering state, (tbeir tents being formed of 
the same ... ate,·ials, and pitched In the same manner 
as tho~e of the Arabs on the desart,) I observed 

3M 
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that the~e people were of a much lighter c6mplexioB 
than those on the desart; but that circumstaflce, in 
all" probability, was owing to the climate's being 
more temperate; to their heing less exposed to the 
rays of the sun, and better clothed; yet their fea­
tures were nearly the same, and those of both· bear 
a strong resemblance to those of the Barbary Jews, 
who also have black eyes and Arab noses, lips, hair, 
and stature, and whose complexion is but a shade or 
two lighter than fhat of the Moorish Arabs,' which 
is chiefly occasioned by their different modes of life, 
the Jews all living in -cities, and the Arabs in the 
frelds: the Jews, however, are stouter men than the 
Arabs, owing, most likely, to the unrestrained inter­
course between the lusty Moors and the J ewesses,­
&c. That these Arabs and those who live on the 
desart, are the same race of men, I have not the 
smallest doubt: their height, shape, eyes, noses, and 
other features, togelher '.Vitb their customs, man­
ners, and habits, being essentially the same. Be­
tween the Barbary Jews and the present Arabs, 
there is only a slight difTerenc.e in their l'eligious 
ceremonies aDd ,helief,' and both "ery much resemble 
t1lOse forms which were foHawed by tbe old Jewish 
patriarchs, and ,their fatbers and brethren, as re­
corded in the B.ook of Genesis. There is one .more 
singular coincidence between the customs of the old 
Israelites and present Arabs, which, though seeUl­
ingly unimportant, . I shall, ne"crtheless, m~ntion, 
The Arabs, both on the desart and in Morocco, 
when they have occasion to go abroad fram theil' 
tent, ill order to obey one of lbe most pressing call" ' 
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of natUl'e, always carry a slick or paddle witlLlhem, 
in the manner and for the same purpose as is roen­
tioned .of the ancient Israelites in the twenty-third 
chapter of Deuteronomy, the twelfth and thirteenth 
verses. The men always s,("close to'the ground to 
urinate, and compelled us, while slave., to do the 
same. 

In journeying through the province of Duquella, 
I learlled from occnlar demonstration wbat was 
meant when certain personages are described in 
Holy Writ, as having an abundance of flocks and 
herds, &c. We stopped, and pitched our tent one 
night within a Donhar, which I found· in the moro· 
ing to consist of ooe hund l·ed and fifty-four tents: 
they were pitched in form of a hollow sq~are, and 
about fifty yards apart, occupying a large space of 
ground, and all of them facing iowards: before each 
of theM tents, the owuer had made his beasts lie 
down for the night. I felt a desire to know the 
number of animals each man possessed, and in order 
to make an estimate of the whole with correctness, 
I stopped, counted, and set down the wbole number 
that lay in separate flocks hefore thirty of the tents 
nearest to where I was, and then made an a,crage 
of their numbers for each tent, wbich were nine­
teen camels, eleven head of neat cattle, ~ ix asses, 
fifty-lil"e sheep, and fifty -two goats: the ',llOle of 
the horses within the douhar, I counted separately: 
they amounted to one hundred and eighty-six. I 
tbink the flocks I counted were a fair average of tbe 
whole, and I compute them accord ingly; that is, 
two thousand nine hundred and twenty-six camel 
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one huudred and eighty-six horses; eight thousand 
seven hundred and seventy sheep; eight thousand 
and eight" goats; and nine hundred and twenty 
asses :-they had besides a considerable number of 
dung-hill fowl~, and a great plenty of dogs. I also 
coupted the )Jumber of inhabitants occupying fifty 
tents, which averaged, including slaves and children, 
nine to a tent, or one thousand three hundred and 
eighty-six in all. These Arabs lead a past~ral life, 
and though the amount of their flocks, It first sight, . 
appears great, yet whim it is taken into view that 
their only employment is to feed cattle, in which 
consists thei,- whole riches or wealth, and their daily 
support, the number will not be considered as unrea­
sonably great. This dO\lhar Was said to belong to 
the Sheick Mohammed ben .!1bdela, a very old man, 
(whom I saw,) and to consist of his family only-if 
so, this Arab must have been very rich and power­
ful, even like Abraha)Il the patriarch, who had 
three hundred and eighteen senlants born in his 
own hOllse, able to go forth to war, (Genesis xi", 
14,) or like pious Job, who was pre-eminently bless­
ed w.ith flocks an<! herds, and ivas also, most proba. 
ply, an Arab: -
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CHAP. XXXII. 

Plte author s!"ps his companiolU all board a vessel/a); 
Gibraltar, and sets out !,i1Meif to travel by larul for 
Tangier- villallY of his Jew companion- Account 
of a great Moorish saint- Description of tfte Co""­
Iry-uf I"c lawns of cl Kseb~ah and Saffy· 

HAVING recovered my strength, so as to be able 
to undertake a journey by land, and being desirous 
of viewing that part of the empire of Morocco 
which lies between Mogadore and Tangier, and also 
to visit the American Consul General residing at 
that .place, in order to make elfectual arrangements 
for the redemption of the remainder of my unfortu­
nate crew, should they be yet alive, I shipped my 
tompanions on board a Genoese schooner that navi­
gated under the English fl ag, bound for Gibraltar, 
where I intended to meet them. I drew bills on my 
friend, Mr. floratio Sprague, of Gibraltar, for the 
amount of cash actually. expended by Mr. Willshire 
in obtaining our redemption, and in furni shing us 
with clothing, though he had given, both to me and 
my men, many articles of his own clothing, for wbich 
he would not receive payment, nor would be accept 
of any compensation for his trouble, for our board, 
nor for the extraordinary expenses incurred in con­
sequence of his exertions to render us every assist­
ance, as well a,s every service and comfort in his 
power, during tbe whole of our stay with him fol' 
abo ut two months. 

• 
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Elio Zagury, the Jew whom I have beCore men­
tioned, was also going to set out for Tangier by land, 
and as my friend did not wish me to be troubled with 
the arrangements for provisions, &c. on the road, 
he agreed ,"ith ' Zagury, for him to furnish me with 
every thing Decessary during the journey, except a 
bed, and paid him the amoun t agreed on, before­
hand, which t~as a handsome sum. 

On the 4th day of hn uary, 1816, all being pre­
viously prepared, the schooner sailed with Mr. Sa­
vage, Burns, Clark, and Ho'race on board. -Aftel' 
seeing her safe out of the harbour, I went, accom­
panied by Mr. Willshi re, ;nto the J ews' town, to the 
hOllse of old Zagury, where I took my leave 'of the 
.few pl'iest before ment;oned, aDd we proceeded 
without the northern city gate, where the Jews a~e 
permitted to mount their mules or asses. I th.en 
found that the mule all which I was (0 travel, was 
already loaded with two large trunks, one mattrass, 
and provisions in proportion, !lnd was told by 
Zagury that I must get on the top of this cargo, and 
ride the best way I could" as he should procure no 
other mule on my account. I was not at all pleased 
at this plan, but my ["iend told me it was only a 
Jew's trick,ond such a one as every man may expect 
to be served who has any dealings with those vil­
lains: he then ordered his owr, mule to be brought 
for me, which was ready saddled in '1he gateway, 
and kept there, I believe, for the purpose, antici­
pating deceit on the part of the,Jew; though in this, 
as in every other instance, he endeavoured to lighten, 
a~ much as possible, the weight of the obligations 

• 
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fre had laid me under. His mule was Olle of the 
ual1dsomest and linest I had ever seen-to bave re. 
fused riding it' at that time" would have been to 
doubt his friendship-so I wourited the mule, and 
pruceeded northward in company with Mr. Will· 
.hire and Lis t)'usty f"iend, Rais bel Cossim, Oil 
horseback. We rode on, conversing together for 
about two hours, along the sand·beach, when we 
stoppe~ a few mO(lleots, and took some refre~h­
ment.. It was there I took my leave of my bene­
factor. This painful parting, I shall not attempt to 
describe: a last look was at length taken, and a fina~ 
adieu uttered, when he rode back towards the city, 
and I pr~ceeded on my journey. We went silently 
along, and mounted up the bank: our company cou­
isted of young Zagury; an old Jew lla)l1ed David ; 

a Jew servant; two 1\1oors, who were the mule­
tee rs, and an imperial soldier for our guide, well 
mounted on a high.spirited horse, and fully armed: 
he was a fine.looking fellow, though half negro, and 
possessed all that suavity of manners, so conspicl!­
"LIS in a first·rate Moor or Arab. From thes~ sol­
diers, the emperor choo.e.s his Alcayds and officers 
for' the a,'OlY: if they only posses. talents ane( 
bravery, their colour is disregarded. The Jews 
called hltll Alcayd, by way of making themselvc~ 

appear 'ulOre respectable, and me they styled et 
Ti6ib del Sui Jan, or the Sultan's doc to,' . 
. \\' e proceeded on till near dark through a dreary 

('oltntry, when we CRme to the Ol(lluys, or tbree 
'prin~s; there we found a numher <>f travellers 
watering their c,"D!els, mules, and asses. Haviog 
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let our beasts drink, we turned aside a little to the 
south, in a ploughed field, near a few stone-houses, 
·and pitched for the . night. We had a bell tent, 
which was n very good one, made of two thick­
nesses of canvass; it was large enough to contain 
two bed-spreads out, and very tight, and left plenty 
of room besides for our other things. We had vyith 
l:1S a box containing tea, coffee, !mgar, &c. coals to 
make a fire, and all the utensils necessary f~r cook­
ing: so we had a cup of tea, and ate some coos­
coo-soo for our supper, and went to sleep very com­
fortably. The soldier and the muleteers slept out­
side the tent on the ground, wrapped up only in 
their haicks: this is the constant practice of the 
Moors and Arabs when travelling, and they wonder 
that people of other nations do not prefer that 
method to any other: they carry this custom so far, 
that many of tbe male inbabitants of .the cities 
sleep on the tops of tbeir houses (which are fiat) in 
preference to sleeping on their mattrasses under 
cover. 

At daylight on the morning of the 5th, all our 
company were in a bustle, being busily engaged in 
striking our tent, and loading the mules, while a' cup 
of coffee was preparing, and some eggs boiling for 
our breakfast; and we set off on our journey long 
before sunrise. We travelled along this clay on 
uneven ground, throug'h groves of Arga trees, which 
grew thereabouts spontaneously, and were thell 
loaded with the oil-nut of various sizes and colours, 
from a deep green through, to a lively yellow. The 
fIery shrubs and bushes among which our path lay, 
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we!'e 10 blossom, and diU:used a most delightful fra­
grance. We still heard the roaring of the troubled 
ore an, dashing against tbis inhospitable coast, and 
wh ich hau been constantly dinn ing my ears for moie 
than two mooths ; for it being urged towards this 
coast by the continual trade-winds, it never ceases 
its loud roarings, which may generally he heard at 
the distance of CrolB twenty to thirty miles from the 
sea. The Atlas mountains were sti ll in view, whose 
pointed lop.;;, now covered with snow, seemed to 
ghtter in the Sll n, though at a ' cery great distance. 
About sunset, we came near a yillage consisting of 
about twenty stone-houses, flat roofed , one story 
high, and as many more built with reeds or sticks, in 
form of a Sligar· loaf, with a small mosque or pl ace 
of worship in the midst. Near this village, which 
was not walled in, the firs t I had seen of the kind, 
we pitched Ollr tent, and soon after this was done, 
a great llumber of unarmed Moors, probabl) Jour or 
fl,e bundred, came by turns to look at us, amI in­
quire wbo I was. At tbe same time the owner of 
the village sent to tell us we were welcome, and tbat 
he was sorry it was not in his power to furnish bar­
ley for our mules, for his who le crops had bpen cut 
off by the locusts for the last th" ee yea rs: that he 
had bought twenty ducats worth that day, but it 
was a ll gone, as an unusual' number of traveller. 
bad called on him; however, he sent us a loin of 
good mutton, whicb I Was pressed to accept, and 
about two dozen of eggs: our Moors were al so sup­
plied with coos·coo-soo. I learned from Zagury, 
tbat this man was esteemed a great saint by all the 
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Moors; that his name was Mohammed l lf actesba; 
that he taught all pi0us Moors who wished ·it,. ·to 
read in the Koran, and the Mohammedan laws; that 
he generally had from one to .three hundred 
scholars or students, who came from every part of 
the empire; that he taught all who came; and sup­
plied them with provisions gratis- that his wife and 
one daughter prepared the victuals and cooked for 
all those people without any assistance w~atever, 

which was considered by the Moors a continual 
miracle, and this, Zagury assured me, he for his 
own part firmly believed: that he entertained aJi 
travelle rs who chose to call on him, free of expense; 
but, added he, where all his property comes from to 
enable him to pay these enormous expenses, nobody 
knows. 

It was soon reported about that an English doctor 
was in the tent, and the old saint. sent and begged 
me to call and see him: so taking Zagllry with me 
to act 'as interpreter, I was conducted by some 
Moors to his presence, where I was welcomed by a 
withered old man, who was seated on a mat on tbe 
outside, and lea ning against the wall of his house­
it was the sai nt: he requested me to sit down near 
him, and then inquired of Zagul'y who I was: Za­
gury sa tisfied him on tbat point, and gave him be­
.ides a short sketch of my late disasters- the saint 
said, he was a friend to Christians and men of every 
other religion ; that we were all ~hildren of the 
same heavenly Father, and ought (0 treat each other 
like brothers; he also remarked, that God was great 
and good, and had been very merciful te> me, for 
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which ought to be thankfu l the remainder of my 
life. He nex t in formed me, . that he was very lame 
in his legs, occasioned in the fi rst place by a stone 
falling on one of his feet, that had lamed and laid 
him up for three or fOllr months, and wben be had 
.0 far recol-ered as to be able to ride out on bis 
mule, tbe animal fe ll down with hi m, and injured his 
lame foot and leg so much that he had not since 
been a91c to use it: this, he .aid, happened about a 
year ago, and witbin the last few months, his other 
leg b.ad become alfected, and he had now lost the 
use of both of them, which were extremely painful: 
he said he did not murmur at bis lameness, because 
be knew it came from God, and was a punishment 
for some of his sins; yet he hoped the Almighty 
woul,1 be merci(ul, and pardon his olfences, and 
permit him to walk again, so tbat he might take 
~are of his guests, and do more good in the world: 
he also told me tbat the number who were tben stu­
dying the Sacred ~ ritings with him, amounted to 
about three hundred. I examined his legs; they 
were very tbin, and yet seemed to be consuming 
with a feverish heat: no sk in was broken, and l 
concluded that he laboured under an inveterate 
chronic disorder, particularly as the joints were 
much swe ll ed. I asked him, if he had ever applied 
any thin l( as a remedy, or taken any medicine for 
this disorde r; he said, no, except that he bad bound 
some Arabic writing round tbem, furnisbed by a 
Ulun eminently skilled in the science of witcbcraft; 
that he had also kept them wet with oil, but had re­
ceived no benefit whatevor from either of those a~ 
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plications: he further said, be knew some 'meD 
were endowed with th~ gift of healing, and boped 
that I could prescribe something that would ease 
his pains. I told him, that 1 relt disposed tb render 
him ali the service in my power; that I would see 
what mndicille I had, and would consider of bi. 
case: then .assuming the air of a qll~ck doctor, I 
retired to my tent with a very thouglitful counte­
nance. Our conversation was carried on, by tbe 
bell' of Zagury as an interpt:eter. I realiy wi~bed 
to administer some relief to this good man, who lvas 
afflicted with such a painful disorder, and accord­
ingly prepared sOlUe soap pilis, which was the only 
medicine 1 had with me, and sent them to him, with 
directions how to take them. I also advised him to 
disconl;.nue the use of oil; to rhlb his limbs Ji'equently 
with (lannel-cloths, in order to promote the due cir­
culation of the fluids; to endeavour to walk avery 
day with tbe assistance of two men, using his legs 
as much as p05Sible, evell if thl'Y did pain bim, and 
to bind them up in fine salt every night, while the 
heat continued: this, I fancied, might allay the 
fever. I also directed a drink to be made for him, 
by boiling the roots of some particular herbs ill 
water, and thus forming a kind of decoction. Having 
explained the nature of his disorder to him, in the 
best manner I was nble, which gave him some ell­
couragement, r retired to my tent. Many of the 
Moot,S came and wan I ed me to prescribe something 
for theit· various disorders, which I did according to 
lhe best of my judgment, and the medicines I had 
within my power, Among the rest, was a poor clel. 
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gray-headed man; he came neal', and thrusting hi. 
head utlder the tent, cried out- T ibib, T ibib: (doc­
tor, doctor:) my guard was go ing to drive him 
away, but I told him to let him alone, that I might 
find out what ailed him, for he seemed to be in great 
distress-so I told Zagury to ask him what hip dis­
order was: this he made known without ceremODY­
he said, he had been a husband to three wives; that 
two of'them, who had died, loved him exceedingly; 
that his presen t wife w~s very young, fat, and hand­
some, and yet she was so cold, that notwithstanding 
all his caresses, she could not return his love: his 
case was,. indeed, a very plain one, but to prescribe 
a remedy, Deeded some reAection- so the Jew told 
him to go away, and return in half an hour. ,;Vhen 
he returned, I pretended to sympathize with him in 
his afflictions, and recommended that he should set 
her about no kind of work; thaI he should eptreat 
her kindly: feed her aD the dish ca lled Shanah; 
i. e. peas baked in an oven, and swimming in beef's­
marrow, with a plenty of soft boiled eggs and rich 
spices in her coos· coo-sao, &c. &c.-that he shou ld 
i.oin with hel' in all her repasts, and chew opium him­
self, if he could procu re any, and by no means to 
have in tercourse with her oftener than once in hvC) 
weeks. He promised very faithfully to obey my 
directions, though he did not seem to rel ish the last 
item of odvice; but I as.ured him, with much affect­
ed gravity, that I had done my very best; s@ he left 
me with a shower of blessings for my kindness, after 
hal ing bestowed two dozen of fre. h eggs on my 
Jew interpreter for his trouble. The Moors wh" 
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were the pupils of the saint, j oined in prayer, and 
chanted over sacred poetry for abO\lt an hour on ac­
count of his disorder, begging of God (0 heal their 
benefactor, &c. 

January the 6th, we st",rted early in the morning, 
after I had taken leave of the good .old man. We 
proceeded on our journey, descending the hills to 
tbe north about half an hour, when we saw one of 
the Moors wh~ waited on I.he old man the , night 
before, running after us, al,ld hallooing very londly ._ 
to make us stop, ,,·hicl.! ,,,e did, and he soon came up , 
bringing Z:igury's gold ",atch, which he had put 
under bis head the night before on the groHnCil where 
our tent ·was pitched, and had left it through forget­
fulness and haste: this watch, together with an ele­
gant gold seal, chain; and trinkets,. was worth, at 
least, three hundred dollars: the Moor generousiy 
refuseil any compensation for his trouble, and r told 
Zagury, it was well for him that the people where 
he left it were not Jews: to this he assen ted, and 
said that he believed that the saint was the most 
honest man in tbe world. 

Afte r trm'''lling about two hours in a northerly 
direction, w·e came ne~.r ' the rujns, or rather tIre 
walls ~f an old town or fortress-it was situated on 
the left bank of the river Tensift : the walls we re 
built in a square form ; were about one mile in cir­
cui t, !lnd flanked with thirty small towers, with em­
bra"Zures, where cannon might have been mounted. 
A part of the southern wall hac! fa ll en down ; it 
was yery thick, and within was nothing but a heap 
of stones and ruins. On inquiry, I was told by my 
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guard, that this town was built by the former Sul­
tan, ~idi flJohammed, in ordel' to secure a passage 
across the river, when the people of the province 
of \udah rebelled against him; that it was well 
galTisoned, and mounted with a great many cannon, 
and <,ailed el Ksc66a"; 01' the strong lion-like for­
tress; that it was dismantled bl tl,e present empe­
ror, wbo took away the cannon, and th a t the garri­
SOli a\ld all the inhabitants were destroyed a few 
years ago by the plague, since which no soul has 
\cnlured to !i\'e in it. \Ve rode 00, and crossed this 
stream, dignified by the name of ri ver, but which , 
jlJ ract~ is no more in the dry season than an Ameri­
can brook. Tlle coun lry, in its ,-alley, which i" very 
wine, is rich and level; is said to be overflowed in a 
r al.lY seaSOll, and was at tbis ttme cultivated in 
many parts. 'Ve went along its right bank, and 
.aw the site or ruins of ",hat is called old Swearah, 
on its left bank, near it s entrance into the sea: tbere 
are now only a rew huts and four saint-houses to be 
.een ; all the other parts of the town are buried in 
.and, blown from the sea-shore. The river, near 
its mouth, i ~ both dee p and w·ide, and the soldier 
said, it was once a considerable port, where ,'essels 
could ent er, but its mouth is now entirely dammed 
up with sand ; only leaving a small passage for the 
water, which rUIlS off in a shallow stream to the 
eea, over a beach of two hundred yards in breadth, 
and so high, that the tide cannot enter the river's 
mo uth. From the banks of this river, we proceed­
ed towards the sea-shore, and descending the high 
steep bank, we entered between it and the first bank 
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from the ocean, and travelled along a delightful in­
clined plane, about four miles in breadth: the sur­
face of this plane was covered with verdure, and 
fiowers of all the va,·iegated colours of the rainbow, 
resembling in appearance tbe richest Turkey carpet. 

About ihe midd le of the afternoon, we met a 
courier fourteen days froID Tangier; having an ink· 
hom and paper with me, I wrote by him a rew lines 
to my friend Willshire, and we p"oceeded , along 
t?wards Saff'y, pronounced by the na ti ves S'fee. 
This inclined plane was the most beautiful that can 
be imagined; speckled over with herds of cattle 
and numerous flocks of sheep, which were quietly 
grazing on its ri ch herbage. As it was the sixth 
day of the week, and the Jews with me were 
obliged by their religion to stop the seventh, during 
their Sabbath, I had a mind to pitch our tent on this 
delightful plain, and pass the Sabbath of rest, by 
reposing on its downy bosom, and inhaling its deli­
cious fragrance; but Zagury assured me it was not 
safe to lodge there, and that he must enter S'fee in 
order to recruit his stock of provision, for that a Jew 
could eat no kind of meat except it was killed by a. 
priest of his nation. He was exceedingly supersti­
tious, though educated in England, and we kept on 
towards SalTy. When in sight of the waUs of that 
city, we carne near a large saint-house, on a cliff 
neal' the so a's brink-here our soldier and muleteers 
made the Jews dismount, and pass this house bare­
footed, though at half a mile'. distance /I'om our 
path: he told me that the house was built over the 
remains of ~ g l!eat saint; that every man who was 
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lIot a Moslemin must walk past it barefooted; that 
people came to visit it from all quarters to be cured 
of tilei r diseases; but, added he, as you are a good 
man, and rery weak, you may ride past, but must 
pu y the saillt one dollar toward. keeping his house 
jn rcpair. I did not milch relish this mode of giving 
uway Illy money, amI told tbe soldier so; but he re­
plied, that no Christian must pa~s it without tbi s tri­
bute, and that it would be demanded from him on 
his entrance iota S'fee . I was convioced it was only 
a trick of his to extort money; but th",'e was no 
gellmg olf, and so I paid him the dollar, telling him 
at the sallle time [ should set it down as a debt to 
the saint's account, and presumed he would have Do 
objection to repay me in aoother world: " no, (said 
he.) that saint IVas ve ry liberal in this world , and 
will, no doubt, pay YOll botlI principal and interest 
in the other, and intercede for your admission into 
paradise in to the bargain :" he was a shrewd fellow, 
and understood my feelings on the subject perfectly. 

Aftel' the J ows had walked about a mile, tbey 
were ag~in permitted to ride. ',y e approached tbe 
city on its south-east or fortress side; .ome ruins of 
it. ancient walls were still I'isible, wbich pro\ ed it 
to have formerly been, at least, [our times larger 
than at present. It was near night, and we went 
round the fortress, which appeared to be very strong, 
and was defended by a double wall;. it is sit uated 
on an eminence, which not only commands the city 
that is attacbed to it below, but is a lso well situa ted 
for defending all the entrances into the town, and 
bas a good number of cannon malin ted on it: th~ 
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whole appears extremely weU calculateu for de­
fence, and I imagine it most originally haye beep 
cons tructeu by some eminent European engineer. 
A small brook of water nms from the east near the 
nor thern wall of the city. We entered it at the 
eastern gate, and proceeded through a crowd of 
spectators to the house of Zagury's Jew friend. 
The Jews were obliged to dismount, and walk into 
the city, but they allowed me to ride. Haxing en­
tered the court, (for the building was v~ry spacious, 
uut had very much decayed, and was fast crumbl ing 
to the ground ,) we ascended a broken staircase to 
the gallery of the first story, and were conducted to 
a small room that had been shut up, apparently, for 
a long time; the unhinged door and shattered win­
dow-shutter were, however, remol'ed to accommo­
date OUr company, and I took a peep into the apart­
ment; it was about teu feet square, and nearly filled 
with filth of almost eyer)" description; the whole 
fermenting in "ancid Argan oil, which far exceeded 
in scent the most stinking fish or blubber oil. The 
effluvia arising from this newly opened bed of nasti­
ness entering my olfactory nerves, was immediately 
transmi tted to tbe stomach, aoel brollght on an in­
stantaneous vomiting, which continued for about two 
hour. without intermission, until my stomach was 
completely empty, and it threw lip besides a consi­
derable quantity of fl'rsh bloud: this abominable 
stench cause,i nallsen even in the Je\l"s' stomachs; 
however, as there IVas no othor placo to lodge in. 
and the wealhel' looked likely for rain, they cleared 
out this chambrv, washed it with hot-water, anti 
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fumigated it a["terwards with burning charcoal and 
hrilUstone; Zagury taking care to observe, by way 
of recommendation, tLat this house was built by a 
Christian, and that its occupants, who were his 
fa ther's friends, were the most respectable Jews in 
S'fee. T he house was, indeed, large, and had been 
very commodious, hut its Jewish tenants, consisting 
of about twenty miseraWe dirty fam ilies, did not 
choos'l to lend nor let to us a better apartment, and 
after refreshing myself with a cup of strong tea, my 
stomach became composed, and I went through, in 
thQ course of the evening, their religious ceremo­
OIes, in company with the Jews, as I have before 
described. 

In SaR:v, the Jews live in company with, i. e. pro­
miscllous ly among the Moors in adjoining house •. 
On their Sabbath, all the men belonging to the 
house went to the synagogues, and the women, in 
the mean time, decked themselves in their best at­
tire: they had already stain~d the insides of their 
hands and fingers, between eveJ'y joint, and thei r 
finger.nails, yellow; had borrowed and put on fin<> 
ear-rings and necklaces of pearl and amber, and 
golden chains, golden hearts, and other trinkets ; 
the e hung down upon their naked bosoms: they 
wore bracelets on their ankles and wrists, and had 
put on clean linen, 01' rather, cotton chemises, which 
was to them a real luxury. Their hair, which was 
long aad black, was newly braided, and greased 
Qvel' smoothly with Argan oU: they had pain ted 
their eyes and eyebrows black, and the most of them 
'vore slippers: thlls tricked up in all their fiuerr, 
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two of the most handsome and stylishly dresseG 
damsels, with a number of the second-rate, came 
round to that side of the gallery where I sat quietly 
and alone , wri ting down notes for my journal: they 
fi rst expressed their wonder at my manner of wri­
ting from left to r ight ; then at the letters I formed, 
&c.-and having, by this method, succeedeU in divert­
ing my attenlion [rom what I Was about, the two 
smariest looking g.irls, who were ahout sixteen !lnd 
eighteen years of age, WIth quite pretty faces, and 
richly d)·essed, iq" ited me to go with theIt\ and ·see 
their fa tber's room: my cu riosity prompted me to 
comply, and I sllJfered them to lead me along into 
the il: chamber, where their mother, a very fle shy 
middle aged woman, was sitting on a maitrass; and 
as they had no other seat, they inv ited me to sit 
down on the same bed beside her. After due salu­
tations, tbe old lady left the room, shutting the door 
after her. The object of these sirens was to get 
money from me; but finding I IVas able to withstand 
all (heir temptations, they at last permitted l1~e to 
retire, but not before they had tried every indelicate 
art and enticement, of ",~ich they were complete 
mistresses, to eJfect their purpose. After I had ,Vilhc 

drawn from the room, I was shown into all the other 
apartme~ ts on that /loor, in succession, and (heir 
art ifices were still played oJf to win me, or ralhe r 
my l'ash, until, at length, finding that all their wiles 
proved abortive, they ne1(t had ·Fecourse to begging 
for money, but I had none to spare t,hem. 

The J ows in SalTy are very poor} anc) miserable; 
, hey we,e generally about half dlothed, and that 
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"ith lilthy rags. S~lry is a small place, and bas no 
trade; so that the Jews are bard put to it, and arc 
oblio-cd to re80rt to every base expedient in order 
to gain a mere subsistence. I could not but pit} 
their condition, and lament the depravity to which 
they an seemed to be prone, tbougb, perbaps, often­
lime. plunging into gui lt from sbee r necessity. 

This day I went in company with my guard to 
,iew the town and port of SYee: the town is small , 
anr1 strongly walled ill on all sides: the walls, for 
tbe most parl, are made of rough stone and lime, 
like those of Mogadore or Swcarab, except that 
part next the sea, which is laid up wilb large hewn 
stone, and appears very strong; the walls arc Ilank­
f'll "ith fOllr towers, besides tbe cl l(sebbah, on 
whirh cannon are mounted, and a battery at tb 
water-port. 1'he town lies yery low,. a..."J is sur­
rounded 00 all sides by hi ll s, and appears to be the 
receptacle of all the fil th of the COllntl"), near it. 
I ls streets are very narrow, crooked, irl'egu lar, and 
Dol paved: the houses are built of rough stone and 
lime; hale few windows next the streels; arc [fonl 
one to three stories high, and Oat-roofed; but, Jike 
the hOllses in the ci ties in Spain, haye a court, the 
mterior of ",hich serves for a stable. The public 
huildings arc three mosques, with high square to\\'­
"rs,and n large hewn stooe bui lding, formerly occupied 
,,s a cu,tolu-house, but now uninhabited and falling 
to pieces. The Jews hal"e also tweh·e small rooms 
for the purpose of worshipping, wbich they call 
synagogues. The number of inhabitants io SalTy i. 
'omputed at twenty thousand, that is, sixteen than 


