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()OLD GOAD 'r. 

12th Fubruo.ry I 19 J.'-t. 

Tho Acting Registrar of Co-oporati vo SocicthlO, 

Po 00 Box 906, 
Accrao 

Dear Sirl! 

We have now complctod our audi.-:. of t:.L books end 

records or the Gold Coast Uo-opcrativc ~hole8ale Ecta-

blishl1l0nt Lir.1i ted ror tho year endod 27th June, 1953, 

and attach hereto Bulanco Sheet a6 at 27th June, 1953, 

together with Tradi~g ~nd Prorit and Lose Account ror 

the year ending that date and the fo11cwini oi.~~:,ed:"lles: 

No. 
starr Provident Fund Accou:r.ts. 4

1~l Members Sh3re Capi tal 

Trade Creditors. 
Consumer Societies - Advance 
Paymentsc> 

56) Security Deposits. 
) Sundry Creditors & Accrued 

Charges. 
7 Motor Vehicles o 
8 Suppliers Payments in Advanceo 
9 Debtors - Consumer Societicso 

10 Starr Trading Accountso 
11 starr Advances. 

We have to aomment on various items included in 

the accounts thus:-

BALANCE SHEET 

LIABILITIES 
Members Share Capital £11.075. 00 o. 

The items comprising this amount are detailed in 

Schedule 1. The movements on this account during the 

year under review were as ro11ows: 

Balance at 29th June 1952 
Add: Existing Members Deposits 

Less Capital Withdrawn 

10,489 
611 

119 100 
25 



(7 ) Ar:crn. J2th Jtl()bt'1.111t':/, 1251t, 

Of t.h" :.tbovo tot u1 £lOp 065 oto.nd.u to tho OT'or'J t t of 

th shares o.ooounts of SociotieJO on whooo cut'rcmt . 
~ounts thOl'C arc clobi t balancos runounti ng to £71,920. 6/-

each individual dobit ba1onco bo.lng in uXCC03 of tho 

capital subscribed. Accordln~ to tho Byo-l~ws of tho 

Establishment the VGluo of members sharos can bo cet off 

against any debt owing to the Establior~ont by such mem-

bers. 

staff Provident Fund £1.376. 19. 4. 
The items comprising this account are detailed in 

Schedule 2. During the year £1,300 of this amount was 

placed on Fixed Deposit in the Oold Ooast Co-operative 

Bank Limitedo There is no specific Rule of this fund which 

states that employees bal~n~cs may be set off against 

amounts owing to the Establishment by the employees con-

cerned. 

Interest at 2~ has been allowed on the balances at 

27th June, 1953. 

Trade Creditors £800~ 90 ~ 
Those are detailed in Schedule 3. We have not been 

able to reconcile the following balances with statements 

since received from the s"J.pplicrs in question and which 

show Nil Balances at 27th June, 1953. 

Co-operative Wholesale Society, 
Manchester •• •• 

Quaker Oats Production Oompany 
Wilkinson & Riddell Limited 

249. 2. 
442. 10. 

2. 

The balance due to Quaker Oats Production Company has 

been outstanding since 1952 and appears to have been 

caused by a duplicate posting of an invoice for this 

amount. We suggest that this balance together with that 

of Wilkinson & Riddell Limited be adjusted to conform to 

the suppliers' statements and the amount credited to 

Revenue. With regard to the'bal~nce said to be due to 

the Co-operative Wholesale Societyp Manchester'p we 



Esta~~ 

,.. . .. "oP- . h r') 
.9o~'?.~r .:lOCIC-G:i.8S ~.L2!, __ ~l.$_.';;:11-. 

The; balances compri.sinG this amount aH; detailed. in 

At tho dati'; c:' our 3."l.:.<i:i_-~~ onJ..y ]..',:mri OonsUlners 

OJ Ba.L m(;c at 2~)-Gt. ·]U:10s 1952 
Add: New Deposits received 

W, O~ni (Ao~p~ CaBhln~) 
}~ .... .Jlj .i\y·:tfJl (Jcaf'c ~ :~lli!J~~_ 
Starck0e;~or) au 

t·. i)~ 01'u[-;11 C-. .3han ti 
StoY" 1<,-,3~Gr) o. 

J_L1'~""t.as, :u: T .. ri .. J\10tt~A'S 
d~~.31~ \~~~ ra 3~0~~k~oper) 

100 

200 

100 

Le8S DClcs;1 s rE.i'1111dej (l.lH'in3: yea" 
R,K0 A&du • ~LO~~ n' 
('(. Go: ,.1)cy J.G •• Kur:W.::n 

, • ~. j .... f . .,.. i - . i· r "n- r. ... 
\. :J\,IV •• ""~ _ ' •. ') .... c...: ,J'..- _ J 

d~l JC 0c-0pcra~~,~ 
W!lolt;8 .1e Ssta·:J~is:.:'llent 
'::'1.. i ed) 00 

2CC 

During 

.foal' wero 

2,950 

400 

l() ---
3,360 

._220 • 

£.3 t 010 

is l.leing he~.d o.g'l:' :1St aT. u..monnt of' £1,190. 13. 2 debited 



Ban..:!.'.. Overoraftf;; 

or. 8th Ma.y ~ 

19531 and the overdraft frozen. A liQuidator's Current 

Account was commenced a$ f'rom this da-ce~ We have veri­

fied the balance and the Bank transactions during the 

year by reference to the relative Bank statements. 

ii) Liquidator! s_Current _~2count £282. 1 500_.110_ .4,,_ 

We have verified the balance on this account by 

reference to the Bank Statements and have reconciled it 

with a certificace sent to us by the Bank" 

Suspense Accounts £22.~~ 4~ O~ 

This arlOHDt consists of sums ~redtted tn the Co-

operati VE; \'Vholesale EstQbl:i.fJh.rnent Ilimi -cee. ~JO Ok3 9.S 

transfers i':r:' o:n KQrnas~c Branch h). respect of tl:l8 following 

consumer societie8c 'rhr; books of those Societies have 

been chee;ksd by th':; / J.ld.jt SectioD. ,)1' the Department of 

Co-operation and ~cl1t,8.i I: :10 reco:'''Q of the :r:;aYlIlentso Of 

th~s sum £803" 4& (j , ·,'.ras hold :in suspense at 29th June 19520 

As the con:fusing state of the records in existence 

at the time prevent.ed ut:: f'rom carrying out a detailed. in-

vestigation, we are unable to comment f~rther on this 

liability except to st l'. t e th8.t f~r'ther investigation 

should be made by the :0epartm6:1t 01' Co-operation Auditors 

with a view to ::la:oi:fying the pO'sJtiono 

AshaEti '. Akim Consumers 516~ 
Bekwai ··clo- 17. 
S1P"yar.i -d.v " 203" 
Adal1si -dc-, 670 4., 
K'1ffia8~, -·do·~ 1.300 

£;;23! 4. --
LIABILITIES GEJ:mEU',I,LY 
.~ Al'ar--:r:f'romAudi t fees ar.cL in se far as we have been 

able tv 'ascerta::.n :('r' l)TI1 0'C.:r eXal1inatiol':' of the books and 

rel:ords kept; "oy t:b.t; :CRtablisillnern;~ vve are ofr,he opinion 

that ail liabilities have been brought into account. 



(16 ) Accra. J2th Pec:'~"G:(::~:> J.C)f)4 
-.""""-----..-~ ----- ._-- '-

These are listed in 8~hedule No~ 10 

The 5-Ton Bedf'ord Truck, ARo 57819 was sold during the 

year for £240 and produced a book profi t of £i.j0o 150 0 0 

An Austin Pick-Up Trucl-c, AD" 2328, was }YG.rchased during 

the year for £870 and was involved in an accident shortly 

afterwardsa Mro Bahun, an employee of the Establishment? was 

held responsible for this accident and £309a 110 8 represent-

ing value of the vehicle has been debited to his account. 

The difference between this sum and the purchase price has 

been written off to Depreciation Accounto Although "this 

vehicle was insured the Insurance COr1pany repudiate·d the 

clai;n on the grou:::1da that the acciden-c happened in French 

Territory. The remaining vehicles have been depreciated 

at 33 ~% on cost price. 

Depreciation at 10% on the balance at 28th June~ 1952 plus 

addi tions has been provided" 

Inves tmeil tr~-C5_Q_7.1) +'?.-.7.:'~_.§.~. 
We have verified these balances by reference to certi-

ficates received from the Co-operative Bank and Vfuolesale 

Society. No -interest has been received in respect of 

£1,300 placed on Fixed Deposit on 21st March, 1953 9 with the 

Gold Coast Co-operative Banko We understand that interest 

at 3#% will be allowed on this deposit. 

S'lPpli_~~r;.Q.~."n"Ls--f .. :t§.~_.2~~~, 12.. '10 
'l.'he balances maldng L;.p this-"'-amount are detailed in 

Schedule No o 8 No attel1l:vt has been made to reconcile any 

of these balailc3s until a~ter 27th June, 19539 when all 

suppliers Vlere circulated9 and asked to render statements 

of balances~ T~"l8S0 have now been received f' .ccrn the majori-

ty of creditors and compared with the ledger balanceso 



Aooounts totalling £2970 13. 3 could not be agreed 

suppliers statements the majori ty of which showcd 

Nil balances and appear to consist mainly of baru{ charges 

on remittances and like charges which are not normally 

borne by supplierso There is no documentary evidence to 

show that Debit Notes have been sent to suppliers in res-

pect of these amounts and they must be considered irreco-

verableo 

Consumer Soci et:L~.2._~7.~.l.?4Q.o 160 3 
These balances are detailed on Schedule No o 9. 

The following balances are due by Co nsumer Soci eties 

which are no longe~ functioning: 

AS",-"llc.Y1~{ese Conf3':!.n1ers 011 

A~a~raka -do- 00 

Elr.iina -c.o·- 0'" 

Of these Societies Asamankese has a swn of £25 held 

by the Co-operative '':.11.01esale Establish .. "l8nt Ljmited in res-

P(~ct of mc.I:.bcrs share Capi t'11} and accorclins; to the Est8-

blislunent's Bye-law's this SUill may be set off against the 

fllTlount due to tho Establishment by this Society. 

At the date of our audit~ with thE; exception of the 

following~ the rc@nining balances were still active : 

AkropOl-:g 00 •• 530 5. 2" 
Cape OL'r,st 00 " ., 1,610. 12. 9 
Gold Coas t Marketing 

A.,socj ation •• " 0 
27~~ 150 5 

Soutn Chris tiansborgo. -22~) 17.---2-

These arE; the1nlances appearing in th8 books of the 

EstablislunenG Gt 27th JU!18, 1953. At the date of' our audit 

the inventories had not been comp1eted ~ but they have since 

to hand. 

The differen~es between the Book Values and physical 



in ntorj . 

~t) 

1"0 C' .'11l11ri r ,f d. :,1111;':-
1·.r,,)' V' lWl 

J l-C;- .. , j~' (2. -!;" 
!,J"j, ';':'\10 .)" 9. 

---li:J~~J~.!_ 

The inventory valuo hns beun calculntod 11:/ thrJ Gtock-

takers at local marlwt roo.lisation value 1'(') t~JO heot of 

their knowledge While the bool~ value; is· bas.eel o..n l:anded 

~beti Tho diffecence between the two totols therefore re-

flects the stocktakers' estimate of tho physical deterio-

ration of the stock si.l1~e elate of purr;has0 o 

During the year we note that in t~e ~c~ra store stock 

deficiencies runount ing to £7'1. 10 4 were partially set off 

by surpluses of £4.-::0 10 0<; We are i:r:.fol~m0d J:':!'lat tlJese 

were revealed by r.:':ysj,c:al stod::-checks tak2~"" t!1rc'Qg~'l.Out 

the yearo The net d~ff9r8nce of £270 10q 4 ~ & S been debited 

to Mr. GoB. Mettle's stores Deficit A~count Which has been 

increased by this EUi10un't froP.1 £69 0 e. 0 0 at 28th, Kune~ 1952 

to £960 18~ 4 at 27t~ ~une, 1953. ~r~ Mett l e has lodged a 

security deposit o~ £2100 

We have r:ot, however, had evicience 01' these stock-

checks and resul ting defi~ien'cies produced to us in the 

form of properly certif~ed inventol·ie3 and we are unable 

therefore to COlTill1C~t on their accuracy.) 

82.<2.<iL.t.!L 'tr.§ns,t.t_f;:;.l~ !2.s:!.t ~ ~2.~_.P~". 
At the date o.t' our audJt £12~o05~ 12 .. 90 of this sum 

had been received into stook~ the £19~14~lO wr~tten off 

to short landings and the balanc8 of £4690 l2c 2 was still 

in tranGit~ 

Ol.sJ,mR O'lts_t1!.nQln.&...f?:..!!i.§22~~~,-2'!-. 

We l ... a"ic been u1:2.01i3 to verif'y V;h0thor all claims 

bean initiated in respect of drunaged 

~~I~a,na~d goode have in fact been made owing to 



of d tr-l in th J T'() OT'lj k, It ln thl r,-

I'\pp onr tho t ill Jr, h 

thu part of t.ho stt1 1'1' COil" IT'fl' rJ n c fbnl t t ne 

Be oln.1ms beforo thQ ox J ,lry Qf th rc.;q\(l.lttr.o ttm; iTn:Lt, 

thus n c'sGit.o.ting the. writing off of r.l1. .... e1 c..Jr,lwo noVl Olt 

of dote. 

st'1f'f TY"H'11nr; AC'r.o'lnts :~.J.Q 0011 ~ J 7 .. ?" -- _ ... __ ... _----_ ... --._---
These balo.ntJos nrc clcto."ilccl in Schuciulo No. 10 o!1c1 in-

clude an amount of £e09o 110 8 clulli ted to Mro ED.hm in [''3::;-

pect of' the accident involving August P::'ck-Up Truck, P.D. 

2328. 

At the date of' our au~it the following balances had 

not decreased: 

Dri.ver KotGy 
Yaw Ac..'.l 0., 

90 -

10 

store Deficit AccG~nts 
~-------- --" . .-... -----... "-'----..:-
G.R. MetLlc~ Accra 96018~ 4 
S .. K" Sa:C·IJOhg:> 

Ta~wracii 

Stqff AQ.Y~"Q9..es £J;.-:10~o_.1"l.' 20 

Last p'ay~ent to A/c. 
J~1:~.g"J.st 1952 

"!:"l"'.cnrl'-3d 1951 
IJP,s t p Ct~'TIl:mt to A/co 

Mo.:7, 19530 

These balances are detai led in. Scheclule No.o 110 Regu 

lar repayments are bei~g made in all cases except the 

follO'.ving: 

S.Ko Chapman £1330 120 2 Last pasTIent to account 
April 1953 

B"i\o Grant 

Ok.lu Kcfi 

Sundr~_J~ebt9}"_c:_;f',§1.j8~ 150...3_ 

16 0 8 Lest payment to account 
April 1953 

1 Incurred 19510 

Trlis a'TIo1.:nt is n:ade ~p as follows: 

'U.,!\..,Co C6:nr6s0ion 
Sl·,ara D~,- vidlJnd 
Sundry Ilor;~'Y H.i_ros 
Co] Oyda~L Govcr!17Mmt 
Dlrec~o~'s 8qlary 
Ignac.:0 d.e Souza 
R"D .. Nelsen 
Ao E. Chin'bt<.ah 
GoD. Odonkor 

o 0 01) 

00 00 

.. c 0" 

M'J.naging 
.0 00 ... O. ". .. . 
•• 0" 
•• •• 

£ 

560. 
~~O" 

20 12. 6 

290 70 5 
10" 

50 ') - . J 
lU. 7 

--=_0 .. -
(-!.~f. l!"o 9 -----_ ... _-------



Accra, 12th Feb~~a~9 1954 

With the exception of Sund~ Lorry Hires none of these 

accounts had been cleared at the date of our audit. 

Commissions on U.A.C. Furchases 
In past years commission has been received on purchas~ 

of prints from United Africa Coo Ltd. at the rate of 5% on 

purchases of which 3% was passed on to Consumer Societies 

and 2% retained by the Establishment. This sum was 

intimated to the Establishment by the United Africa Coo Ltdo? 

yearly. An intimation that approximately £19400 was the 

amount due for 1952/3 has been received from the United 

Afr ica Co. Ltd. since the accounts were made up and no pro-

vision had been made in the Establishment's books. We 

have accordingly provided 2/5th of this amount as commis-

sion receivable during the year subject to confirmation by 

fhe United Africa Coo Ltd. 

Managing Director's ~alarl 
I, 

" During the year £19697.110 7 was received from the 

Department of Co-operation in respect of the Managing Direc­

,tor's salary but the salary and allowances paid to him 
\ 

exceeded this sum by £29. 7. 5. We have been informed that 

this sum will be recovered' ~from the Department of 

Co-operation during the current year. 

Prepaid Charges £998.12.10 

These are detailed as follows: 

Motor Licences • 0 o. 51 • 
Insurance . '0 o 0 7970 
Rent 00 •• 120• 

£298. 

Cash 
i) 

at Bank 
Gold Coast Co-operative Bank Ltd 
Kumasio £101. 6: 10 

120 10 

12 10 

We have reconciled this balance with a certificate 

and statements r~ceived from the Co-operative Bank~ Kumasi. 

ii) Gold Coast Co-operative Bank Ltdo 
Accra? CUrrent Alc No~ 20 £178~-T2o 3~ 

This sum represents the balance of a grant in aid of 

the Managing Director~rr salary received from the Department 

of Co-operation and has been verified by reference to a 



certi:ficate received fro:r.l the Banko 

This s~~ i s made up of balances in reBp cct of Cash a nd 

St ores Dsfici ts c:1.argcd to t h e followl~g in. 1:)5J./2 

B .. K. P.ddo] A".0ra 
Co 0.. P.bbeyi 30 KL:Ii1as i 
L0SS 3ec~ri~y deposit 
- - & &!\01..,-:)t at CY'c -

(it of ~r07ident 
Fund 

.", "I"~1.nrT~~~~rr~~. 

OQ oe 
, -('"6 ... ~ 0 0 

o 0 G () 

18 0 
l$' 190" 18 0 20 

l~~~~ ~ 1:1.0 7 
£ 29772 0 9. 9 

Tl).E3 Crl'03S Profi t pel"c;t,r~tage to Sales 'I'ur:1ovcr was 2073% 

bcfort; d.arging transport and freight charges fro!'!l shipping 

point to store~ The cost to ConsL1:'!..cr S8chlties Vilas arrived 

I3.t theol" tic'llly -oJ t,11(' 'ldG.i tion of 15;~ on 18.i.1ded cost to 

cov(..r ovc:::'h,':i080 We nc'tvl that on con3idorar)lc sales invoi-

CUS this h9.d not b(c~ d~po 8.nd ~e weru informed that a con-

biriora'b1e l'1anti ty of' [,ooris h'vl to be dispoGed of at prices 

.·11 below cost. The rFq~On~ ~ivGn for this were deteriora-

t 1.( n of goo-is in ::,7 url.> t.rl 1J1lli.ps tl, Jn9.rkE..t volue since 

1 t ... ('11 G . :;0 [luthori tics fo .... thG di 'J't)osal of su -::h items 

w' r~ pr0duccd to Ud. 

G E 1 E C') A J, L Y -- --._--

19r.:.), iV S clone in Cv ... r:ct::'on vi t.l t: at for the period IGt. 

• 1'1'i1 1951 to 2f.\t!1 Jun , ... 952, "md our re~arlc8 from the 

u it point of view on th~ UnJ.tisfactory ori6i~al records 

t by the Estab::'i ':!l..fi1ent in rL.spect of :.r.e pe:.. ... :.od ended 

2 th June, 1952, hold q~nlly good for the yoar ended 27th 

Jt n , 1 ... 53. 

'it: :found th~"C f .. r tt.. Y'-'.l.r :'0 r./hi.C:l this I'cpcrt refers 

o:f C - C ... "":'Cl. i '"'D st 2ff frcn ":1.8 origl Tl6.1 re c arris 



certificate received f'rom the Banko 

This sU.'TI is made up of' balances in respect of' Cash ar:d 

Stores Dsf'icits c21arged to the f'ollowl~g in 1J5J./2 

B., K. '?_cldo ~ i\('.cra 
Co 0" A.bbeyi 3, KkTi1asi 
L8SS Gec~rity deposit 
~ &: fuY'.Ot:Ylt at crc-

~it of Provident 
Fund 

. T p 3 ':!.j.~p' -,-19.1£.11 r. ~. 

O~ oe 
., -/c6 
J..~ f 0 0 

00 o CI 

180 
l~ 190" 18 0 20 

h~l~~ 
£ 29 7720 9. 9 

The GrOGS Prof'it percentage to Sales Tur:1over was 20(3% 

befor(' charging transport and freight charges f'ro~ shipping 

point to store" The cost to ConsUl;.cr Socjctics was arrived 

at theol'etical1y -oy the adii tion of 15;~ on l'lnded cost to 

cover ovc:-hcadc" We notvl that on considera')lc sales invoi-

ces this had not been dane and we were informed that a con-

Gidcrable quantity of [;00'13 had to be c.ispoGed of at prices 

vm11 below cost. T}i.c reasons gi VE;l1 :Lor this WGre deteriora-

tion of goods jn ::.tcrc, 8. r Jd f~lur;Jl)s in m9.rkct value since 

rn.i.!'chasE.. No authorities for the dis:Dosal of such items 

war~ produced to U0~ 

G ? 1J ERA L I Y --- _ ... _----
The 'luc1i t of t"'1e r-cords for the year el1d'3J 27th June, 

1953, was done in CG,l~ lr..ct:i.on vvi th t!18 t for the period 1st. 

pril 1951 to 28th JU'lC p 1952, and our re:n3.rks from the 

udit point of vi~w on the unsatisfacto~y ori6i~al records 

ept by the Estab1isr-.rnent in respect of the pe:-::od ended 

2 th June, 1952, hold eg~a~ly good for the year ended 27th 

June, lS53. 

We found that for the yc::..r to v:hi C:l thts :i:'Cp ort refers 

of Co-(,p9~ati~n staff' frcn :he orj_tS i ;1al records 



( l i1) d.s.£r-~.Jl.. l?~~I2._ Fc"b~1Z.u..J:9_2!±!. 

No serious a~tempt had been made by the Establish-

ment staff to reconcile Suppliers or Consumers Accounts 

until after the end of the financial year under review 

although the control of cash had been tightened up consi-

derably since the discovery of the Cash Defalca~ions in 

March, 1952. Stores control was still practically non 

existent and no attempts had been made to introduce 

methods whereby deteriorated or overaged stocks could be 

written off and disposed of otherwise. 

The inability of the staff to keep the records up 

to date p together with slackness in supervision, and an 

unwieldy bookkeeping system have without doubt led to the 

confused and inaccurate original records of the Establish-

mente 

We shall be pleased to supply you with any further 

information you may require. 

We are p Dear Sirs 

Yours faithfully, 



SCHEDULE NO, 1 



,t 
SOH !&pt.1LE nu. 2. 

12U1i ig~12 QQ~~T QQ-Oflm6TIVE ~IOL~ri81,J£ m~Tan~~2liMB1~T L~M~1:&.t! ~~,a 

BALANCES ON STAFF PRQVIDENT FUND ll.T 2m! JUNE. 1953, 

S.T. Addy •• • • 9!;. 1. 2 
B.K. .ri.ddo 

• I " ,31. 10. 5 
Ell1 Agyep ong " " 25. 5. 1 

J.S. Akwe1 • • •• 34. 11 

B.A. Akuffo •• • • 26. 3. 4 
E.H. JUnegashie •• • • 57. 7. 2 
I.K. Amoah • • •• 34. 11. 4 
A.K. Arthur •• •• 29~ 10. 7 
G.K. Ashley •• • • 940 ,14. 5 
C.L. Bannerman • • •• 45. 4. 4 
S.E. Boateng • • •• 45. 6. 5 
Martin Boateng •• • • 120 19. 10 
~. K. Chapman • • •• 96. 6. 2 • W. Chapman • • • • ~8: it. IS R.L. Danquah • • •• 
J. Frem»ong • • •• 31. 17. 6 
B.A. Grant •• • • 26. 7. 5 
Kojo Ashrifi • • • • 13. lB. 2 
BoR. Kpodo • • • • 5B. 9. 
J .0. L8JTIiltey • • •• 12. B. 
S.I. Mensah • • • • ~9. B. 
Carl Nauman 

• 0 • • 13. 2. 2 
G. Hanson Mettle • • • • 97. 10. 
J.Q. Okai • • • • 39. 3. 9 
W. Okai o. •• 4B. 11. 9 
S.E. Owusu •• •• 15 • 10. a 
Quaye Ayitey • • • • 30. 10. 
Quaye J. Armah 

• I •• 15. 90 
J.K. Sarpey 

" •• 4J. 12. 10 
E.A. Tagoe •• • • 2B. 13. 10 
R.R. Williams • • • • 5B. 9. 0 
M. A. Yeboah • • •• 11. 12. 5 
Emmanuel Dodoo • • • • lB. I. 10 
B.G. Quartey •• •• 9 • 5 
Adu Yao • • •• 7. 7. 7 
E .. D. Ayisi Osafo •• • • 12. 11. 2 
P.A. Aryeetey •• •• ,2 • 1!±. 10 

£ 1,376. 19. 4 



SCHEDULE NO, 3. 

THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE EST ;\BLISHMENT LIMITED 

TRADE CREDIT ORS AS AT 27TH, JUNE. 1953. 

Austin & Young, London •• •• 81. 11. 

Carr Day & Martin, London •• • • 1. 7. 
c. w. S. Manchester . '" •• 249. 2. 
Edelackbaa Signarenfabricken, Holland 
Eno's Limited •• • • 
Quaker Oats Production Company •• 442. 10. 

Wm. Sutcliffe Ltd., Manchester •• 2. 16. 

Henry Sutton •• .0 22. 19. 
Wilkinson & Riddell, B irmi ngh am •• 2 • 

£ 800. 9. 

SCHEDULE No.4, 

AMOUNTS DUE TO CONSUMER SOCIETIES IN RESPECT OF 
ADVANCE PAYMENTS AS AT 27th JU1'.TE 1953.. , 

Aburi Consumers •• •• 4. 

Kibi -do- •• •• 8. 

New Juabcng Consumers • • e. 36. 

Okere Consumers •• •• 11. 

Transvolta (Tsito) •• •• 38. 

£ 98. 

3. 

7 . 

18. 

5. 

15. 

8 

2 

7 

9 

-
2 

2 

3 • 
6 

10 

8 

3 

8 



'to 

SCHEDULE NO. :2-

THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE VVHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LIMITED 12:22.Q 
SECURITY DEPOSITS AS AT 27TH JUNE 19:23 

J.K. Sarpey •• •• 100. ' ... 
C. Artwi •• •• 200. 

J. Neizer - Ashum •• •• 100. 

Eddy Entu •• •• 200. .. -
~E. London •• • • 100. 

J.E.K. Tawia •• • • 200. 

B.K~ Ad.do •• •• 100-. 

E.H. Amegashie ... •• 1000 -\ 

G.H. Mettle •• •• 210 • 

J.B. Ankrah •• •• 200. ... 
E.K. Richardson •• • • 50 • 

A. Sarpong •• •• 200. ... 
Grace Badoe • • •• 50. , 
A. Obeng • • .-. 200. 

Daniel Acquah •• •• 200 • 

T.K. Amankwa .... •• 200 • 

D.K. Brif'f'o •• •• 200. .., ... 
w. Okai •• .... 100 • 

E.D. Ayisi Osafo •• • • 200 • 

J.D. Ofusu • • •• 100. 

£. .:2! 010. 



1.1 

SCHEDULE No.6. 

THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LIMITED 

SUNDRY CREDITORS AND ACCRUED CHARGES AS AT 

27TH JUNE, 1953 

Bank Interest •• •• 1, 792.11. 1 

Bank Charges • • •• 36. 6. -
Telephone • • •• 13.16. 9 

Staff Transport •• •• 20., 12 • 8 

Rent & Rates •• •• 8. 80. 2 • 6 

Irnprest •• •• 2 • 7 

U.A. C. Motors • • •• 201.:2" .2 
£ 12220~ 4" l~CL 



THE GOLD COAST CO--OPERATIVE wHOL'<;SAI,'jBESTABLIS::-TIIffiNT LIMITED 
SCI-fiIDULE NOv 7. 

MOTOR VEHCILE8 AS AT 27tH. JUNE 1922 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

t:: 
Balance 

8.S at 
28/6/52 

Additions 
during 

Year 

~ea1isation? Deprecia-
etc~ durin-z tion f'or 

Year Year 

Gain on 
Realisa­

' tions 

Balance 
at 

2(16/53 
~---.------------~---------------.------.--------~-----_._--------------------_._-------------.,...-------------------------.--_._----------------

AUl,i -:i. ll rjt;:, ti.on VJagon AR o o573 275. 130<> 8601~() 4 

5 'l'cn Bedf0rd Trucl<: AR .. 5781 199. 5" l.jDo15 

5 Ton Lt~d:':·o:cd Trucl,: jill" 8026 437. 8", 1240190 6 . , 

5 Ton B0d:f'ord Truck AR,,8538 590. - 2 295~ - 1 

Austin Pick-Up AD.2328 870. 

£ 1 9 501.130 2 190000 40.15. 5CJ6.12 .. 11 

----- ----------,...,.. ... -----~- .. --_____________ .w_______-



SCHEDULE NO.8 

THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LIMITED 1952Q 

SUPPLIERS ACCOUNTS - PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE AS AT 27TH 
JUNE 195,2 

Alberto Soares Riberio Ltd •••• 
Austin & Young, London •• •• 
Ayrton Saunders •• •• 
Wm. Grant & Sons Limited •••• 
Beecham Northern Limited •••• 
N.V. ~rouwery d'Oranjeboom, Holland 
D. Orangeboom Breweries Ltd. do •• 
H. Bronnert, Manchester •••• 
Charles TWigg, London •••• 
bhescborough Mi'g. ~C~"nnY, Joh['..rll1esbu~G 
Christy & Company, London •• •• 
Crosse & Blackww11, London •• •• 
Coleman & Company Limited •• •• 
M. Copeland & Sons, Manchester •• 
Prexa Watch Limited •••• 
C.W.S. New York •• •• 
Fresco Lecuwander, Denmark •• •• 
Guiness Export Co., Liverpool.. •• 
Herring Industries Board, Edinburgh. 
H.J. Heinz & Co. Ltd' 1 London.. •• 
Idris Limited, London •••• 
Makbell (Glass) Ltd., London.. •• 
J.L. Morrison, Son & Jones, London 
Peter Lunt & Company, Liverpool 
J. Pollitt & Sons, Manchester 
Recki tt & Coleman Hull e . • 

Runcolitc Ltd., London •• 
Rylands & Sons, Manchester •• 
Solignum Limited •• 
Solomon Wetzier, London •• 
W. Tay & Sons, Sheffield •• 
United Fish Canners Limited •• 
Whyte Risdale & Company, London 

• • 
•• 
•• 
• • 
• • 
•• 
• • 
•• 
•• 
•• 

M.T. Whiteworth & Company, London •• 
Robin Hood Flour Mills 
Overseas Breweries Limited •• 

•• 
• • 
• • 

15. 3 
1~iCOo.'I],2. e 

11. 5 
1. 3 
2. 4. 
2. o. 

46.18. 11. 
3,,19. 9. 

11. 2. 
27.18. 5. 

17. 11 
13. 1 

3. 6 
10.10. 3 

732.19. 4 
4. 8 

12. 3 
22.19. 3 

2 
9. 2 

5. 3. 7 
54.19. 10 
6.10. 1 

10. 4. 1 
9. 9. 10 

58.11. 5 
- 19. 1 
20 7, 0 

7. 5. 
18. 8. 2 • 
27.14. 5 
8.10. 11 

26. 7. 8 
36.11. 11 
25. 4. 

£ 16,942.12. 3 



SCHEDULE NO.9. 

THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LIMITED 1952/3 

DEBTORS - CONSUMER SOCIEI'IES AS AT 27TH, JUNE 1953 

Accra 
Adansi 

Adabraka 
Agona (Ashanti) 

Agona (Swedru) 

Ahafo 
Akropong 

Ashanti 
As sarnankese 
Bekwai 

Bogosu 
Cape Coast 

E1mina 
Ejura 

Keta 

Kumasi 

•• •• 
•• e. 

•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 
o. .. 
•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 
• • •• 
'0 •• 

•• '0 

•• •• 
Gold Coast Marketing Association 
Mampong 
Nsuta 

Nkawkaw 

Nsawam 

e. •• 

•• •• 

.• o. 
Northern Transvo1ta (JaSikan) 
Oda 
Sechere 

Sekondi-Takoradi 
S. X'borg 

Suny ani 
Tarkwa 

Techiman 
Transvolta (Tsito) 
W1nnebah 
Bosuso 

•• '0 

•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 
'0 •• 

•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 
•• •• 

2,716. 3.10 
387. 2.11 
45.17. 5 
99.13. 8 

5~111. 8. 5 
4,027. 9. 6 

53" 5. 2 
4,238. 7. -

846 .. 15. 8 

3,563.14. 6 

2~295o 5. 7 
1 9 618 0 12. 9 

1.17. 5 

4250 8. 2 
2,941. 7. 7 
3,288.14. 1 

272.15. 5 
127. 4. 4 

1,3546 18.10 
5, 704. 19. 4 
1,995. 8. 3 

423013. 2 
7,2'75.10. 6 

1,552.19. 4 
9,407.17. 4 

238.170 9 
4 s 0390 - 5 
3,384.19. 5 
1,959. 5. 5 
1,830. 3.11 

993. 4. -
18.15. 2 

£ 72,240.16. 3 



...... "j. JtIT.S -: ash:!. E: .0 co 20<> s. 
1.K, rr::O£:.h • • .Q 9. 

R.~. D8.r~quah • • • • 20 

Driver Katey .. ,. .~ 
6 60 

r . :i.-ncon 1I:0t+1c ., . • • 96. 18 4. 

" 'r .1 . ... . ')r rI cy " . • • 260 50 

· ., • • 1. 

... . K. Ch'lpm'3.n • • •• ( Or) 7 • 

• iJ. ~lGI-0saf'o • • • • 40. 2. 8 

• O:1.t:.ro " ~ ., . 60 50 

tc.y Bnhun · .. ~ . 809" J.l. t) 

£1 00w..17.. 2 
"-";;~--=..::.=-~=--~-= 

SCH~DULE No. 11 

S,., ..... ~ I' Dn ~T'F'!=l A rr. 211H Ti TF"'" ] 9. -; ., .. A I '" , ..I. _ _. _ L ~ ~.o..;.t .. _------------ ------- -~-

J. FI'(mpong Cit • • 4. 10. 
1"\ l.k\, i 6. 13" 4 • • • • = 

I t F ~ ". .. :0 in co ~ " 
1 1\ 
... v~ 

'4. K .. Ach'cy , II .. Q 9. 

He m f'1('1"' .. 10 .... •• 6. 6. 8 

J r .. J rt!'~ur c o ... 5. 

• • Kod\IO-U reel' 0., •• 910. 11. 8 

• 0 tc,n o . • 10. 6. 8 

o. o. 43. 6. 8 

K. n " . e .. 13B., 12 .. 2 

•• 0 0 7 • Ie:> 

• • 0 0 eo 8. 13. 4 
. L . Dn u'\h 0 .0 7. 1 3. 4 

• .. Ok 1 0 • • 14. 3. 4 

• • nt • • 00 16. 8 

ifie ce .0 1 , 10 .. 

•• •• 6 • 

1 • . 4) 1 . 

Y •• • 60 13. 4 

• • • • 40 6. 8 

• • • • 20 

• • • • h. 3.~_ 

£1 , 2C3 . 17. 2 
---------------



OI.E~ 

PROPIT 

To Stocks - 28th June,1952 192,278 6 2 
Goods in Transit - d.o- 21 z995 2 11 

214 t 273 '9 1 

Purchases 136,306 13 9 
CUstoms uty 14,159 8 
Handling &: Port Charges 2,062 19 
°undr1es 65 3 
rrr06S ?rofi t Carried nown ~z074 ~ 4 

£. 371 ,941 1 5 7 

To o lar1 "C ' ge - -,I" 

'i"n ~1ng ,,)1:,~ctor 1,726 19 
Other 8,2Q3 11 11 
<; n r 1 r "bo ... 122 19 6 

10,173 10 
... ~, 72 10 6 oJ 

~ ~p.,.., 

...:...l " A 10,654 13 2 
C rr1 po & "'r "1 r". 2,624 10 4 

1 ,249 5 1 

538 16 9 
c 2" 3 13 3 

193 8 6 
lr.g 'Prin't-

547 18 6 
?J? 4 8 

1 ,029 16 6 
Pro 11. nt 

??~ 6 10 

1"3 16 
! ~9 5 7 
"64 10 11 

d 37 6 0 



.Nil!ltlnP' a 81817-

COIIIIl1 tue lb::pabaea Re:tund 
Rents Receivable 
SUII417 Re\femae 

~1n on eallaatlon of Vehicles 
at Loss ror Year 
• 



LTAETLIT12S 
~T''l{j 9PAP- 11 t 075 

r;..() V'<'?i :jf,'l"'! 'T 100,000 

QTA~ PROilro-:<,~r ptrJPD 1,376 19 4 

CTJPRF7:rT !.I/IPTLITI""'S 

Trade t;reditors 800 9 8 
Con~~~ r ~oc1etles 98 15 2 
~ecur1ty Deposita 3,010 
undry Cred1tore & Accrued 

Charges 1,950 4 10 
E nk OVerdraft !-

rrold Cooet Co-op rativc Bank-
Accr Account 1·0.1 194,742 2 10 

Liquid tor'~ ~urrcnt Account 28 2 1 50 11 4 228,752 3 10 

~n""P'I<:tr~~ J~('mn"'" 933 l.l 

;; 34~,137 7 2 

~~~~--~~~~~--! 
f', 

t 



fi'TXBD .l\8S'RT8 
Motor Vehicles Balance at 29th 

,Tune,1952 
Additions at Cost 

1501 1.3 
1000 

Less ~ealisations etc 1 pOOS 16 
---- Depreciation 9S6 3 

2,501 1.3 

Plant,Purniture & Fittings Balance 
at 29th June,1952 
Additions at Cost 

Less Depreciation 

Investments 

8 
7 1 p 995 

1,022 
108 

1 ,131 
113 

Gold Coast Co-operative Rank Ltd. 1,000 
Co-operative Wholesale Rociety Ltd. 200 
!told Coast Co-operative Bank Ltd.-

Staff Provident ~und 
Staff Recurity Deposits 

CURt;>~T ARSE'T'S 

1 , .300 
3'~14 

Ruppliers Accounts - Advance 
Consumer Rocieties 
Rtocks in Rends - 000ds 

- 8tatioYlery 
noods in Transit 

P/ments16 ~ 9ti-2 
72,21_1-0 

1}2 9 205 
1 ~ 415 

13 1 2St4 
Customs Duty paid on Goods in 

Transit 
Claims Outstanding 
8taff Trading Accounts 
Advances to Staff 
Sundry Debtor'S 
Prepaid Charges 
Cash at Bank 
Gold Coast Co-operative Bank IJtd., 

Kumasi 
-do- -do- ~ccra 

44 
2~666 
1;004 
19 209 

61.+8 
998 

101 

16 
18 
14 

3 

7 

12 
16 
11 
11 
19 

15 
11 
-'~ 
I I 
17 
15 
12 

6 

Current A/c.No.2 178 19 
Ruspense Debtors 2,772 9 

PROFIT & LOSS ACCOUNT 
Balance at 29th ,June,1952 27,407 6 
Add Loss for Year to 27th ,June 1953 21 9704 13 

ed: 

2 

2 

3 

5 

5 
5 

6 

3 
3 

9 

2 
5 
2 
2 
9 

10 

10 

6 

506 12 

1 ,018 11 
1 ,525 3 

5,774 7 

1 49.111 19 

£ 342,137 7 

11 

11 

6 

2 

7 
2 

hed hereto, we have to report trw':: '~:e e:x:a;;:il~o0. En:J J ,J'8"08I'ed the above 
the information and explanations we hove -becm [,ble to 00 Lain. In 
'air vievl of the state of t.ne EltJ':':f:ail'8 of the Bs-cablishlLent .'1ccording 
l by the Books of the '8jstablisl1nLent. 

C~~~:r.,f,TOW .1Tl,I,;rO'r'I' 0 ~. CO a • 

II d ito r s. 



THE GOLD COAST CO-OPLJHJ\'rlVE WItOTI.GSALl:1 GS1' /\ u],TamU.illT , l. JJ~l(l'J..:D 
_. __ JJ'Ll.!.LQ.T}l.~~J'IOrL-__ . __ . __ . _____ . ____ _ 

£I.e c 92c~1 t 8 ,a.s _a.:.t-1t8 t J:..F,l2]l.!l yoy 1 ~2l± 

h ExpcnS8S Ace ount 

Rents & Rates 

Electricity & Water 

Repairs 
Land & Buildings 2. 16. 

Fixtures & Fittings 3. 9. 6 

Rolling St ock ~L40 • _..1.SJ 

9arriage & TraQspor~ 
Goods 

Staff 

1317. 

. )2 2_. 

LiCluidators Transport allowances 

4. 9 

16. ~ 

Salary & Wages 
Office & Administration 

Other 

Adj. T.M. Kodwo Mercer 

5121. 6.2 

52. 16. 2 

.. 552. 15~ 

LiCluidators Remuneration 

Printing & Stationery 

Postages, Telegrams, Telephones 

Provident Fund &nployer 

Bank Charges 

Miscellaneous 

Less Bank Interest (Account per last 
balances sheet but not yet charged) 

240. 13. 6 

98. -~ 2 

146. 1 8 . 1 

16700 1 • 1 

152.10. 6 

5726 • 17. 10 

3026. -. 
34. 2. 2 

64. 7. 11 

210 18. 8 

147. 15. 4 

27. 8. 6 

11,356. 13. 9 

__ :L.t. 422• 8. 7 

£ 9,904. 5. 2 

-



THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHJl1BNT, Ln;ITl.m 
______________ _______ I_N L~~UI~~T~I~O~N~T ______ _ 

Aec9~nt...§..._a_s3_t--2j st January 1954 

1. Expenses Ace ount 

Rents & Rates 

Electricity & Water 

Repairs 
Land & Buildings 

Fixtures & Fittings 

Rolling St ock 

9arriage & Tr2_~por~ 
Goods 

Staff 

2. 16. -

3. 9. 6 

.:L40._~~ 

1317. 4. 9 

.)2.£.. 16. 4 

Liquidators Transport allowances 

Salary & Wages 
Office & Administration 

Other 

Adj. T.M. Kodwo Mercer 

Liquidators Remuneration 

Printing & Stationery 

Postages, Telegrams, Telephones 

Provident Fund Employer 

Bank ChEtrges 

Miscellaneous 

5121. 6.2 

52. 16. 2 

__ .?.2 2 • 1 5 0 6 

Less Bank Interest (Account per last 
balances sheet but not yet charged) 

240. 13. 6 

98. 2 

146. 18. 1 

1670. 1. 1 

152.10. 6 

5726. 17 .. 10 

3026. -. 
34. 2. 2 

64. 7. 11 

21. 18. 8 

147. 150 4 

27. 8. 6 

11,356. 13. 9 

.--J 1 4;22. 8 • 7 
£ 9,904. 5. 2 
_. --





iOl...~SALE ESTA.BL ISHHP_f'.iT, LTD 

AT 31 ST JA:"'JARY 1954 

r H,'3~;S" • 6.10 By Lorry Ea.rnines -.1 2 . -

4. 5. 2 II Grants in Aid 2000. -. 

" n .... ' .... n,."ri h"'i'~ t.il,'~~ r.~ .:. .. 4", 78(. 19. 7 II Balnnces being net loss for period 185119.19. 1 

" tiM.,1,.. ,. ..... f..~;H,.,...if- _l-,., .. ,...,..,. ~"··l"I.~c:l due 7;!Ru.. 9. 6 <f 

" Aud1 t lilCC'u accrued due 187. 10 • 

.('~87120. ~1. 1 £ 1871 20.11. 1 

• 



-------,---------------------------._----_.- -----
I,IABII,ITIES 

---_.". .... _-- ----- .. -.-- ... -----~- ---

Share Capital 11,075. o. Od. 

gecuri ty DGTlOsi ts 29 270. 12. 2. 

Staff Provident Fund 626. 18. 5. 

Ii Medical I'und 1 • O. o. 

Imprest Bala'Ylce ') <-. 7. 628. 1 • o. 

Suspense Creditors 8,724. 15. o. 

Loa"'1.s --
G. C. GovGrnme~J.t 100,000. O. O. 

Overdraft r:r'oze:n _ 191-J. l 742. 2. 10. 294,742. 2. 10. 



"ACOURTS 

Pl.ESALE ESTABLISHME~TT LIMITED 

;I'ION 

ST J MTUARY, 1 9..51:1:.. 

'---- ------------

Fixtures & Fittings 

Investments 

Shareholding Co-op. Bank 
11 C.W.So (.Mahch) 

S inking Fund 
Savings A/C. 

(Security Deposit) 
Fixed De::eosit 
(provo F'lmd) 

Stocks 
Stationery Stock 

Debtors 
Societies 
Mercha.Ylts 
Sundry Trading Account 
Staff Trading Account 
Merchants Expenses 
Staff Advances 

Cash 
Liquidators current A/C 
Kumasi Bank Alc 
Accra Cash 

current A 
Account II 

TradiJl~ I,ossCS 
As per last Balro~ces 
shect at 27.6 0 53. 

As per Income & 
Expendi ture a/c II 

31. 

---------------------------------------
ASSETS 

1 ~ 000. O. Ode 
200. O. o. 

3,27w-. 7. 6. 

1 ,300 0 o. 0 

45,078. 17. 10. 
2,150. 2. 1 0 

6. 15. 10. 
3,720. 10. 11 • 

4. 6. 9. 
9410 2. 1 0 

23,252. 9. 1 0 

610. 7. 5. 
23. 18. 3. 

178. 19. 3. 

49,285. o. 1 • 

185,119. 19. ,1 • 

808. 3. 8. 

1,200. o. o. 

4,574. 7. 6. 

485. 11 • 2. 

51 ,901 • 15. 6. 

24,065. 14. 2. 

234,404. 19. 

f? 317,440. 11. .u 

-



M. Kodwo Mercer 
lary, Gratuity and Earned leave due 

ssleton Elliott & Co 
dit Fees due 

-operative Bank, 
nk interest Que on Frozen Account 

£ 552. 15. 6 

187. 10 0 

7984. 9. 6 

£ 8724. 15. 



Qus~e_nse Cre1i tors 

T.M. Kodwo Mercer 
Salar~T 9 Gratuity and Earned leave due 

Cassleton Elliott & Co 
Audit Fees due 

Co-operative Bank, 
Bank interest due on Frozen Account 

£ 552.. 15. 6 

187. 10. 

7984. 9. 6 

£ 8724. 15. 



THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE JVHOLESALE ESTA LISHMENT LIMITED 

Additional Liaoilities & Depreciation of Assets 
C.W.E. Ltd. 22nd February 2 1954. 

Liquidators' Travelling allowances 

Staff Salaries February,1954 

" " March " 
Sundry Expenses (Telephone,Electricity, 

Postages) 
Staff Transport Approx. 

Depreciation on Fixtures & Fittings 

" " Stationery Stocks 

\I " Societies Debts 

II " Sundry Trading 

" \I Staff Trading 

\I tI Merchants Expenses i 

" " Staff advances 

£ 

£ 78. -. -

334.19. 4 

334.19. 4 

120. -. -
708. 3. 8 

400" -. -
32~000. -. -

6.15.10 

3,400.14. 7 

4. 6. 9 

378.12. 1 

37,766.11. 7 



GOU) C;(')A.Sl' 

THE HEARl NG OF DT~;P t]Tt:~' • 

UNDeR 
THE IlOt\OPERAT1Vt soc n~Tl L.3 Ol?DHIANCr,. 

(Prepared by Mr. M.G. Ilc'Wson). 

PART 1 - THE LAW OF ARBITRATIONS. 

The law relatin~ to disputes in Which co-upbratlve 
societies are concerried is laid down in section 44 of 
Ordinance 15 of 1937. Briefly this states that when a disPlolt~, 
including a claim for debt, exists touching the business of 
a registered society -

( a) between the soci ety or it s agent and any member, 
past member, or person clai ming through a member, 

(b) between the soc iety and its officer or servant, 

(c) between two societies, 

the matter shall be referred to the Registrar for decision. 

Note: (a) it must be about the business of a society 
and must not be about land rights; 

(b) the :fieferenc e is mandatory; 

(c) the section v-.auld not apply to an unregis tered 
body, or a society in liquidation; 

(d) it does not cover complaints by a member of 
one society against another society, or by a society 
against an employee of another society - such matters 
have to be taken up by the two societies concerned; 

(e) it does not apply to claims by a society 
against an independent contractor or other third party: 
while; like other disputes, these can by prior ~~ 
subsequent agreement be submitted to arbitration, it 
would seem that a favourable decis ion should be treated 
like any other external award, and an action filed in 
the appropriate Court to obtain judgment in those terms. 

Note also that this section does not mean that every disagree­
ment must at once be referred in this manner; preliminary 
effort should normally be made by way of demand, etc., ~ 
achieve settlement but when it appears that settlement is 
unlikely, the section becomes applicable. 

2. Section'6 sub-section (1) of the same Co-operative 
Societies Ordinance lays it down that Regulations may prescribe 
the proc edur e to be fo 11 IJW ed in determining such disput es, and 
Regulation 20 of 1937 lays down at section 32 that the state­
ments of the partie s and their witnesses shall be reduc ed to 
writing am, after consideration of these ani documents 
tendered~ a decision shall be given in accordance with 
"justice, equity and good conscience". 

3. Now the general authority as to arbitrations in th e 
Gold Coast is the Arbitrati~ns Ordinance of 192a Chapter 16 
of the Geld Coast Laws Wiich is based on the United Kingdom Act 
of 1889. Arbitrations may arise in one of three ways: 

. (a) without referen:: e to a Ceurt or legis 1ation (for 
instance family disputes under native custom), 

(b) .,. consent c£ Court and refereree in a matter 
betore it, and 

• 

• 



It. is with the last that we are cone erned here and, as to thes.e~ 
Section 20 of Chapter 16 states that the provisions of that 
Ordinance shall apply, ilsave when inconsistent wit h any pI'OCe­
dure laid. down under the particular e>rdinance concerned" - in 
this case No. lS of 1937~ 

4. A close perusal of Chapter 16 ;-.rill however disclose 
little of signifi<:<ance. It is of course 3.n axiom that the 
supreme authority in the Brit ish Sy.s te:r 0! Governmen t is the 
Judiciary, and when a phrase like lijuS"ClC8, equity am good 
sense" is used in Regulation 20 as in the same declaration 
acknowledging the validity .f law, it i'3 .... ~~he Judiciary whi9h 
must be the ultimate 100 ge as to what is_~quitable and mat is 
legal. Thus Chapter 16 merely confirms that the Court has . 
power to re~ove an arbitrator and set aside an award for miscon­
duct. Bistake of fact or law does not amount to misconduct. 
Taking of bribes would amount to this; so would pro"f that the 
arbitrat.r was an interested party; or had refused jurisdictien; 
or had not allowed a party to be heard; or was not prepared to 
decide on the evidence. Again common sense, as well as cemmon 
law, would indicate tha t an arbit rat~r mus t be bound by th e terms 
of reference: if the claim is for a debt he cannot award a wife. 
Obviously the Courts must have a right to challenge and rectify 
such mistakes. The oth er relevant powers of th e Courts are to 
compel wit nesses . to att end, t. compel th e arbit rator to . expe .. lte 
his award, and to compel him to state a case on point of lawl 
this latter is specid'ically ousted in Engl and by the Friendly 
Societies Act of 1896. 

5 • . Having given an ind~cati~n of the general contr.l 
er the Courts in such matters - the p.sition as regards 
execution w.!.iU .a. dealt wit h later - it remains to emphasise 
what the CQurts do not do, They have no jurisdictien t~ 
consider matters which are disputes und er section 44 uf the 
Co-operative Societies Ordinance, or to review an award made 
in ·accardance with any pr,",cedure laid dClIf,rn and without ev:idence 
er miscoiduct (Catt & Woed 1910 AC 404). The general dictum 
geverning arbitrations is that the parties take their arbitra­
tf'lr, for better or worse, both in m3.tters of !tact, ani in 
matt ers of law. 

PART 2 - THE REFERENC E FOR DEC lSI ON 

6. It will be noted that at least one party to every 
dispute is a S.ciety,. and the questi .. n c£ who is, or are, the 
proper partie s to repr esent the Soci ety in the di spute is a 
questioncf fact for\o.hich, as·a rule, authority should appear­
in th e Secietyt s Minutes Beck. Where several parties appear 
respensible, i.e. de~tcrs and eureties the claim can be made 
against them "joint ly and severally"; (tha t is an award is 
sought against eacll separately for the ent ire sum though er 
course sueh sum ca:t1 actually enly be cellected ence). 

7. It is ef the greatest 1~t4JlOO th at the matter at 
dispute and the remedy sought (sum .r money to be paid, actte 
be done, etc.) sh~uld be clearly and comprehensively stated, 
as the. arbitrator will be bourrl to the terms of th e reference. 
He cannet award mer e than is aske d, ani if a part is erroneous 
it may well prove tha t the wh~le has to fail. . 

8. It will generally be th e duty er the Junior Offt car 
on the spet te assist in preparing the reference, Form A, 
and often he should also give evidence as to the facts; for 
these reasons, :if' th e claim is liable to be di.eputed, .it i.e und­
esirable that he should hear the matter: so also, if an 
officer has taken any previous active part in relevant 
enquiries, but n.t merely becaus e, in the course of his 
duties he had learnt that such an issue existed. 
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9. The present form provides sug gestions for the !Brson 
of the arbitrator. If both parties agree to a person that is 
ideal but the proc edure in which the claim~nt unilaterally 
suggests the arbi trator doe s not ap pear too happy. Save 'INhere 
there is agreement therefore, I think suggestions are best 
left to the Assis tant Registrar. The triple reference in the 
form is to complicated disputes 'INhere it seems desirable that 
that each party should nominate one arbitrator, and the Registrar 
the third: this course is rarely adopted. 

PART 3 - THE, HEARING OF THE DISPUTE 

10. After the Regi strar has appoint ed the arbi t~ator 
by the issue of Form B, the next step is the arrangements by 
the arbitrator for the hearing of the dispute. For this 
purpose he will usually fix a conven ient venue, often the 
Seciety premises, and a date, a week or two ahead. He will 
then issue a Hearing Notice, Form D, andit is a wise procedure 
to endor- se en this that it is intended to pro c eed ex-parte in 
the case of unexcused absence. 

11. The next problem is the service of the notic e. 
This may sometimes be done by registered post but it is more 
usual to enlist the services of the lcc al G.vernment Junior 
Officer of Union Secretary. It is not a proper pr6cedure to 
employ for th is purpose the ass is tance of off leers of a 
Society wh ich is a party to the dispute; though whet'e the 
claim is for arrears of loans evidence by loart bends the 
practice is open to less objection. Where it is clear that 
a party is dodging ser"Q'"ice, posting at the Societ!y premises; 
together with service at the last known residenc e, \\Ould be 
adequate. 

la~. The first act of the Armitrator in opening the 
proceedings, at the time arrl place appointed, is to record 
as follows: 

"In the matter of a dispute under the ' Co-operati ve 
Societies Ordinance before ••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• Arbitrator 
referred by order of the Registrar dated •••••.••••••••••• 
Heard at .••.•.•••...•••....••.• on ••..• .••. ' •• •. .• !., ...... . 
Present the fo llowing partie s: for the Society ••••••••••• 
•••• ••••• •••••••• •• lst Party, etc. fl 

13. He will then have to consider the question of 
absence of any of the principal parties to the dispute. 
If no excuse has been received, he will proceed to aSk for 
proof of service, Which is best called on oath. Provided 
that he is satisfied on this score and has made a note 
accordingly on the Record, he will proceed ex-parte; but he 
must still sati sfy hims elf that .Jbhe case against the absentee 
is proyed. If an eXCllse is offered he will cons:ider its 
merits. If · a reasonable one, a single adjournment should 
normally be granted, and those present inf~rmed that the 
matter will proceed on the next occasion, even if the party 
is absent, and th.at should the excuse be on medical grounds, 
a certificate from a medical practitioner, or othEl r most 
reliable source, must be received before further adjournment 
will be even considered. It must be remembered that arbitra­
tors have a duty to discharge their functions with expedition 
and, while all reasonable opportunity for presentation of 
a case should be granted, they must not allow themselves to be 
made parties to a game of procrastination. 

lb.. / 



14. The Arbitrator- should oommence proceedings ~y 
reading the Reference, Form A, and inviting the party or 
parties against whom the claim is made to notify acceptance 

I or denial of liability_ The Arbitrator should take care to 
study the we rding of the form as it detennine s the scope of 
the proceedings. There is of cour se nothing Ie gaIly wrong 
with such references as Hall matters in dispute" but generally 
the reference will be most specific. 

15. The following are some points fo:> general guidance 
as to the conduct of proceedings~ 

(1) Avoid legal WJrds: Among inapplicable words 
are such as "plaintiff, defendant, accused, guilty, 
judgme nt ". The names appearing in the Reference should 
be denoted as the "1st partY1 2nd party, 2nd party, 3rd 
party, etc. lf ; the matter is a "dispute" referred for 
"decision ll and the operative part of the Arbitrator's 
decision is his l'award". Legal v.ords have natur ally 
legal implications ~~ with these it is unlikely that 
the Arbitrator wili 15e fully familiar; for this if fer 
no other reason, it is best that they should be avoided. 

(2) Verbal Evidence: Either the 1st party to the 
dispute and his witnesses 'can be first heard, followed 
by the 2nd party and his Wit ne sses t etc., or E: Ise the 
principal parties can each be ca.lled in turn to give 
statement s of the matters in diSpute and the witnesses 
then be he ard. This latter procedure has the adV'ant age, 
in more complicateci disputes, of helping to find out at 
an early stage what is really in issue: sometimes it is 
even necessary to grant an adjournment and get fur the r 
particulars in writing. 

(3) It is advisable to ask in the initial stages 
that the, parties nominate their witnesses and then to 
put them out sf hearing. When a witness gives evidence 
the party calling him should be prevented from 
suggesting anS"del'S; subsequently the party against 
whom the evidenCE) is supposed to bear should be given 
the opportunity of asking relevant que sti~ns and if this 
brings out anything new and of imp.rtahce the 1st party 
should be all~vred to examine again but solely on those 
new points. 

(4) Written Evidence: As far as possible, copies 
of communications between Parties and the Ar~~trator 
sh,-uld be sent to the otrer Parties. At the hearing .ne . 
Party may wish to put some documents in eVidence, and 
the Arbitrator should form his views as to Wlether they 
are relevant and genuine; 1:e should also make a notebf 
any objection from the other Party. If he is in real 
doubt I it is probably best to admit the m; if, at the 
~onclusi on, he finds them un trus tworthy ur supe rflli,ous, 
it is as well to say so in his decision. All docjmlents 
should be marked Exhibit A, B, C, etc., and dated and 
initialed; they will ultimately be attached to the Record. 

(5) ,socie ties Records: Sometime s an entry in one 
of the main bo oks suc h as a Cash Book is relevant, If 
it is a long entry it ,vill be necessary to get a copy 
produced and certified against the original. If it is 
a single entry, the Book can be inspe cted and an extract 
in the Record made. IINote: at this stage 2nd Party 
referred to an entry .f £10 on 3rd June in the S.ciet~s 
Cash B,.k as LlJan Payment received from Mr.X: this was 
inspe cted and verified". 
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(6) Absent Witnesses: It is the duty of Parties 
to have their witnesses to hand. Again the Arbitrator 
has to steer between being imposed upon, and failing 
the Party as to What he expects the absent witness to 
testify and it wi 11 often be found that the ArmChbratar 
has already granted the particular p(;lint, viz. 
"X applie s for adjournmen t to call wi tness Y ~resen.ly 
ill. Examined, states that wi tness ~lkt'els~:ft1- t;&ntif y te 
his presence at his village on the day in question. 
Arbitrator states that he is already satisfied on that 
point and proceedings cont inue fl. 

(7) While it is the d.tyof the Arbitrator to 
record all that is relevant, he should not allewa lot 
"f irrelevant and long winded que sCCions nor himself be 
guilty "f verbo.sity. He may ask questions to keep 
witnesses to the point am bring ~ll.t essenti al facts. 
If he fiills that essential evidence is missing, he can 
suggest to the Party. tha t might lose by the omissicm, 
trat he might wish to call such evidenc e. If the Partl, 
is reluctant to do so the Arbi trator may make a note 
vf the fact but should not call it. 

(8) Arbitratidn proceedings should be recorded 
in ink or indelible pencil and a carbon .opy :j..s an 
advan tage. 

(9) Under Regulation 33 no lawyer can represent 
party, nor can the public attend as ~f ri gh t. If the 
proceedi:ugs are aisorderly the Arbitrator should, after 
initial warning, adjtilurn. 

(10) Sworn Evid0nce: The oath, as founded in far 
back English legal his tory, has little local significance 
and a conviction for per jury frotn such pro cee dings is 
scarcely conceivable; local fetish taths, if kn~wn, may 
in some cases be more efficacious. It is po/ss ible (and 
mere practical) tha t in the case of wilfully false 
evidence action might, in a s.itable case, be taken 
under section 63; in such an event, the correct action 
would be to report the facts and make a '~ecQmmendation 
to the Registrar. Cases of witnesses refusing to 
a ttend, or .pr oduce document s should al so be rep.rted 
to the Registrar. 

PART 4 - THE AWARD 

16. ( When he has heard all the evideI~ce, the Arbitrator 
c~nsiders his decision which must be in writing. Where 
possible this is best written out at the time, and eithe r 
by cQPying or by the use of carb.n, delivered to the Parties 
(normally only two) on the spot. If the matter is complicated 
hewever - and possibly the hour alr eady advan ced - the 
Arbitrator may decide that it is best to reserve his decision. 
In that case it will save complaint s as to not being notified, 
if he informs the Partie s of th e pIa ce ani time it wi 11 be 
delivered, ani whe n it arrives has copies readily available 
to them. He sh ould also inform them tha t the time for rig1:l.t 
te petition for revision will run from that date and note 
this on the Record. In particular, ' the unsuccessful Party 
should be given a coPY of the decision or be notified Where 
he ~an collect one, in order to facilitate any petition. 

17. / 



17. Before makiI16S-ibb1A q~<0ir~~<m lteJJ..t.b:)-~r'!'bi1H1:abtil" rs rlWUld 
again carefully read over the Reference so tha t hi s decision 
will e xactly cover tre points at is sue, incl uding interest 
if pleade d. 

18. The following general point s ar~ appended for 
guidance in making awards: 

(1) committees and officials of a society are 
liable for the dis charge of the duties laid cbwn for 
the.Lr office o r employment up to such a standdrd as 
migh t be demanded of t hem in lIhe prudent conduct of 
their own affair s. 

(2) Arbitrators should be familiar with sections 
23, 41 and 42 as to th e liabilities of members, past 
members, and the estates of deceased members; section 
24 is of little practi cal value. 

' (3) In addition to the assets of a deceased 
member in the Society, his ruccesoor will be liable 
f.r his legally contracted debts to the extent .f the 
estate he inheri ts, but - ancient native cust:om 
notwi th standi ng - net beyond (Quabanah V Chibbuah). 

19. In mak in€" his award I co nsid er it desi'rable -
I would not go so far ;3-s,.~0 · saytha.t iLi's -ebli.gat-ory ";-
for the Arbi tratcr to indicate his reasons lor sacm:oncluding: 
this he can do quite briefly. I do not like the printed 
phrase in Form C of the Award - "having he ard · the relevant 
evidence and care full y co ns idered the m&tter". This of course 
the Arbitrator should do, but it is up to him specifically to 
state he has done so. It must be remembered th? t the Arbitra­
tor has the co nsid erable advantage of seeing the witnesses 
actually giving evidence and he can, Wlere he thi.nks it 
relevant, state the fact tha t lIhaving heard the evidence anti 
observed the manner . of it s delivery, I find of fact as 
follows •••••• (if necessary findings can be inserted on the 
back (' f the award) and I acc..Jr' di ngly award Q\d dir e ct tha t •• • . " 

20. Whether the award is delivered immediately after 
the conclusion of the evidence, or at another date, the 
Parties should be warned at the former time ef , the jr right 
to petition the Registrar for review ancl given a time limit 
of normally a month. In the second case this fact as well as 
the daJ~e f81" dellv e ry of the award will be endor sed on the 
Rec.::':l'd; in the fi.c st case the notific ati on wi 11 be endorsed 
on the ;\:",rard ltseJ.£' > 

210 Parties are not ent itled as of right to a cepy 
.f the ' Pecord as opposed to the Award: Section 90 of 
ChapteI' li- is relevant here. Any .such application should be 
referred t.o th e Regi.strar. 

22 ~ It i ,s usual to s e t one mcnth from the date of the 
decisi0n as tn8 ope r<it.i Ve d2.te for payment of th,e sum awarded, 
but where it is thought fit further periods or instalments 
can be granted, ond he re a php2.se should be added "but in the 

~ . .ev.ent! .r n,.,n-paymen t 0f any such instalment it is directed 
that the whole sum do become due. II . 

PART 5 / 



PART 5 - EXECUTION ON AN AWARD 

23. Two copies at least of the Award are in du e course 
forwarded to the Registrar together with the preceedings and 
exhibits. The Registrar wi 11 one month, or se~n after from 
the date of delivery of the Award - whether or ne he has 
received an application for reTision - give his decision 
under section 44 (4). This is necessary becaus~ the Courts 
have been known to refuse to execute on the grounds tha t the 
award mtgnt be revised. 

24. A copy .r the Award endorsed with the Registrar's 
seal then go e s to the successful party \>hich - if their 
opponent is recalcitrant caJll, after a suitable interval 
and, ...nere feasible, after writt en demand, pursue one 3f 
two oou rses -

EITHER (1) Apply to the appropriate Court, which,. if tre 
amount is over £150, is the High Cour t and, if less, 
the Magis trate 's Court;, for executi on agains t tre 
property of ~he debtor by means of writ ef fi: fa. 
application Should be supported by the Award, Form C, 
and f .or preference aloo a co py of the form of c.ppeintmen t 
B; the covering do curnent should be in the fo llowi rl.) 
or similar form: 

"In the rna tt<.:.r of an arbitration :tn a disp ute 
between •••••••••• and •••••••••• ~ • • .• de term ine d 
under Section 44 of the Ce-operati ve Socie ties 
Ordinance No. 15 of 1937 application is rereby 
made to enf or ce an award del ivered on the ••••••• 
day of ••••••••••• 19 ••• , •• under the hand' of 
••••.•••••••••• Arbitrator (enclesure A attached) 
by writ of fieri :facias in the same manner as if 
it were a judgment or order of the Court.' 
Dated and Signed ••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••• 

A furthe r enclesure must indicate the boundary. and , 
sltuati on of the pro:p6rtie s to be attache d .and · eri,clpse 
the fees to be paid ~lo/- for the writ if 'the amotirtt 
is untier £50, £1 if up to £100 and £2 if more, plus 
1/- service and 6d pc r mile). Societies must be 
sure of the debtor's r41;ht to the property, for th e ne xt 
danger wi 11 be tha t ef int erpleade 1" • 

IR (~) Apply ·to the Court for a summons to show 
cause why the debtor should not. be put in pris on -
supported by Fonns Band C. To ebtain th is the re 
should have been a demand f o lluwed lty failure to pay. 
The debtor will appear in pe rso n and the 2.I!M will 
be on the s o ciety-applicant to satisfy th e Court, 
either that the debt was incurred recklessly, or that 
the applicant cculd pay but won't. The oost is 5/­
plus 1/- service pJ.:l,s 6d a mile and it wi 11 be he ard 
on notice. Freqnently the Court orders payment by 
instalments, and in default ef paymmt of any instal­
men t then ir.tF.,edia te impri sonment; this penalty dees 
not mean a discharge of the debt. The Society will 
have to pay for arrest, and subsistence while in pri son. 

25.~: The COQ~t has no option but to facilitate 
such processes and ' th e Chief Registrar issued a circular 
to Magistrates pointi~g this out on 10th December, 1945. 

ACCRA 
6th N~vember, 1~51. 

MGH/GEG. -------- M.G.Hewson. 
REGISTRAR OF CO-oPERATIVE SOCIETIES. 



APPLICATION fOR SETTLEMENT OF A DIS PUTE UNDER 

THE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES' ORDINANCE, 1937 

FORM A, 

Whereas a dispute has arisen between I •••• I 00 ,.,,' ., •••••••• 

· . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. .. ... .... ... .. .. . .................... , ....... . 
· .............................................................. . 
· .............................................................. . 
concerning •••.•.•.••...•••••••••••.•••••••••.•.••••• ~ ••••• ~ ••••• 

· ....... \ ................................................. ~ ....... . 
• ~.,,, ,, • ., ................. • ••• •• •• •• •• ••••• •••••••••••• ~ •••••••• e •• 

· ...... ........ .. ................................................ . 
I 

Jr We (na.rne o r name s and t i tle) ••••••••• " ••••• 0 •• I I • 00 I ••••••••••• 

· ............................................................... . 
h e r e by apply to th e Re g i strar of Co-operative Societies, Gold 

Coast for the s aid dispu t e to be settled in accordanc e with 

Section 44 of ~he C~-ope r at ive Societies' Ordinance, No.lS of 

1937. 

-L-
We r e ques t that the dispute be decided b y 

The Registrar himself 

An Arbitrator 

and sug gest tffi following names of .IBrsons from W1 0m the Registrar 

ma y ch oo s e th a ":' bj.trator or arbitrators :_ 

Simple Arbitrator 1 

3 

Ar bi ls rator for t:!1.e 1 s t Party 1 

In the case of th.; 

to the ~erson.s P • .)P'. ~' "1 

Date •••••.•.......... . .• 

I. " 

• r ... - ..... +:'be 2nd Party 

3 

1 

2 

3 have 
arbitr·.:l~or both partie s have not agreed 

Signature ( £) ................. 
................. 

out Words not requ1rea:-



~oe1etle~1 () rd.inallc(~ Nc' . 15 of' 19.37, 1 h r uhy rC f'r .. r f ol" t ho 

iecisj""'n .r .... " ... II ••••••••••••• ~ •••••• ~ ....... " •••• • • _ ,_ .t ...... . 
••••••• ••••••••••••• ••• •••••• •••• • t •••• 4._ .. ~ Itt·.t , •••••• ' ••••••• 

•••••••••••••• ,. ••••• ,.~ •••••••••••••• • •• ••• •••• • ...... f •••••••••• 

1 5 Arbitrator th e dispute which ha s aris~n be tween ••••• fill .... .. . 

· ., .. .. ... . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .... . . .. . ...... , .......................... . 
· ........... , .. ,. , ... .. .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . .......... ' . .. . .............. . 
· ............. ,.. ... . .. ... . . . . . . .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . ... .. . ...... . 
• •••• « • • •• •• •• •••• • •• • •• ••• .. • • •• • •• ... • ... •• • ••• ... • • ................ . 

• • •• • ... • •• ••• ... •• • • • • • • •• • • • • • .. • •• •• • • •• • • • .... • ... =. .............. . 

• •• •• • It. • ....................... " •• "" ••••••••• " ... .. • • •• ... .."" ." •••• 

· ............... " .. ". . ....... " . " .... "" ." . . .. .. "" .... " .. . .... " ...... . 
nam.e ly "M1 ethe r •• t .. " " .. ". • .......... " • • " " • " •• • •• " • ".. ..." .. " ' ••• " •••••• 

· .............. " .. .. .. . ... " . " ." . " . .. " .. " .. . .. ." .. " ... " .......... " .. . .. .. 
• •••• " ••••••• " ••••••••••••••• to •• •• • • • • • ". " ••••••••••••• " •••••••• 

· ' .... " " .......... " . ". . ..... " .............. -..... " . . . .. " .. " .. . .. .. .. " ... . 
· . . .. .. . .. .. . . . . . .. .. . . .. .. .. . ..... " ........ , .......... " . . "... .." , ... . 
., ...... ".. . ... , " ............ , .. "." .. " .. ',. .. ........... " ....... " . . .. . . .. . 
· . . . .. . .. . ......... ,. . .. .. . . . ... .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. .. 
· . . . .. . . . .. . ............. " ........... " ............ " ............... . 
· . .. .. .. . . .. . ..... ., ......... " .... . ... . . . . ... .. . .. ... .." ........... . 
· " ................................... '" . ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 
and regard~ng which th e attached application has been made in 

writing t. Ire in accordance with Section 44 of tl-e Ordina nce . 

. .. . .. . ....... " ... . 19 . . , .... 
. .... , ............ , .... , . .. " ..... " . 

Registrar of Co-ope r a tivo 
Societies, Gold Coa st. 

Here ant er the nam es of p:1rtie s and dis cri pt.i on of the 

Tm application :is to be attached to this l' nr m. 



Wh r a f o llcwin(T nutt r in ci l uputr 

rTV1 rl' uno 1" 

............ 1 ... .J_~l:.ll2. 

butwu n 

•• •• .. • •• • • •••• • •• •• 'I ' • , • •• • •• •• •• •• •• •• • . ... . .. . ...... . .. . .... ' • 

••••••••••••••• •••••••• ••••••••••••• at ., ••••• ~ ••• ••••••••• • • • •• 

nd •••••• ,......... •.. •• •• • .• • • . • • • • .• . • .. .• . • • •• •• • . • .• • • •• .• • 

. . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. . .. ..... .. ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . ... . , . 

. . .. . .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . .. ~ ........... ....... , .... . ........... . 
a.m.ely ~et.her • . •••••••.•.•.••• ••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• ; ••• • 

I-.. · .. · .. .. . . .. , .. · . . . .. · . · . · .... . · . .. . . .. . . . .. . .. · · · . · ..... · . · . 

/
.• •. • .. . . .• .. .• . • ... . . • . • .• .. It. • • . •. •.• . •. . .. . • .. .... . • . . .• . ... . 
· . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . ..... . 
.. .. . . ,. . .. . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 
· . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . .. . .. . ... . . .. . ........ . 
.. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. . . .. . ..................... . 

b een referred to me f.r determination by the Registrar's 

dat e d •••••••••• .............. ( I, having heard the relevant 

j 
eviden ce and 

tile said •...•.....•...........•...•...•...•.....•...........•.• 

carefully co nsidered the matter} hereby dir ect that 

I .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .... · ................................ . 
I to pay the said . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . 

the sum of . . .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. .. . .. . .......................... . 
I 
......... .. . .. 
· .. . ......... . 

.. . . . .............................................. . 

. .. .. . . ............................................ . 
t.oget.her wit hint ere s tat the rate of" .................... p e r cent 

per annum until the r ealisation of the sum awarded. 

The above amount shall be paid not later than ............ 
•••••• • •• ••• •• •••••• • and if it is not so paid, the amount may be 

realised through a civil court. 

Award given in the 

presence of 

1. . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . Sgd. • .•.•.•...•.•...•........•• 

2. . . ~ ........... ~ .......... . . . . . . .. . .................. . 
. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . 

• •• _ ••• •• • •• • •• • .......... J •• 

ARRT'rB I\TQR. 



FORM D 

H EAR I N G NOT ICE 

Whereas an arbitration has been listed under 

the terms of Secticn 44 of Ordinance 15 uf 1937 between 

• • • • •• •• • • •• •• •• • ••• o. • • •• • • •• • • •• • • • • • • •• • ••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 8 ••••••• ( •••••••••• 

... . o.o.· .··.· .... ~ .............. · ..... ·~· .. ·· ........ ..... . 
••••••••••• •••• ••• •• o •• t •••••••••••• e ••••• .- ••••••••••••••••• 

on the one hand, and . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . ............... . 
•••••••• fI •••• GO. O . '.00 ••• •••• ~ ,'0'" •••••••••••••••••••• JI ••• 

e • •• •• O ••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0, ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •• • 0 •••• • :Jl .• . " ............................... ., .. . 
• • • • •• • • • • • • •• •• • ••••••••••••••• 0 • • • • • • • • • • • •• o ••••••••••••• 

on the other, in Which the first party does claim o •••••••••• 

• ••• • 0 ••• 0 ••••• ' 0 " • • •••••• ~ •• o • •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• 

••• • • ~ •• O"f •••••• "'(\"0 •••••••• "0.00 ••••••••••••••• " ••••• 

••••• O •• G •• O •••• O ••••••••••• • •••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••• •••••• 

• • • '10GQ.O •••• O ••••••• 4 0 •• • •••••••••••••• 0 ••• " ••• 00 •• 0.0 ••••• 

• • • 0 ••• Cl ••••• ao ••• o •• ? .. "' •••••• o •••• o ••••• 

Not ice is her e b y g iv e n th a t you to gether with any ~tnesses 

or 00c~ents you ma y int e nd to submit are hereby requested 

to a tt e nd at e. o • •••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• o • " •••••••• 0 ••••• 

0 :'1 t h e C' 0 0 • day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 . ... at ..... 0' c1,>ck 

in orde r t ha t th e d i spute b e det e nnined. 

Given u nd e r my hand this ........ day of 

.... ) '" • • ( , o •• Ot 00" ••• 0 0 t 19 • 0 ••••••• 

S g d . . . . . •• •. • • • •.•••..•... o ••••••••••• 

. . . . . ..................... -....... . 

. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . 
ARBITRATOR 

Service effect e d on •••• •• ·.··.·., ••••••• 0 ·.00 ••• 0' 

b y o ~. e('C" •• e •••••••• O. Q ••••• t o e 

Date ........ ~ .. . .. . . _. .. . ...... . 



k! 
t 

SALES 0F SUGAR, AUr--UST - S? PT""HB"SR, 1949. (A) 

1 DATE CASH REC~ IPT NO. AMOUNT WAYBTLL Nmm-::;;RS ->J 
D~8GR :rPTION , }\TO 

C '\ 

8/8 -107 25. 15. O. 22' Granu18 t ~'d SU 9:ar 
10/8 114 524. 14. 0. 26, 31~ 32~ 36, 37 Not knovID 
11/8 117 3. o. O. 26, 31, 32, 36, 37 \I II 

1~8 118 132. 5. o. 43. Granulated Sugar & Flour 
1-/8 129 622. 19. 6. No Waybills Not knovvn 
16/8 127 83. 8. o~ 59 ~ 62,63' " " 
24/8 144 160. 7. 10; 40,66,71,76, 77,78 " 11 

1/9 172 1,055. 5. 0. 83,84,85,87,90,92,93,94,91,95 11 " 56 lb. Cartons 
98,99,100~202. 

9/9 190 1,746. 0. o. 406f250~~802' ~10) , 
805 398 ,808, 21.0).814 (150-) Cu be Sugar 56 lb. -Cartons 1'1 

9/9 Not ~ccounted ~or 816 " " 11' " 
8l9'" 

10/9 196 1,681;; 5. o. (467) ,823 (500 " " II' It 

14/9 200 448. o. ,0. 824 " " It 

15/9 Wot Accounted for 835 " " " 
15/9 204 826. o. o. 830 f114), 832 (302 

833 56)' 
1f/} 205 175. o. o. 836 " " " " 
20"9 217 5. o. o. 842 " " I,. " 
24/9 224 437. 10. O. 845(150),851,(100) " " " 
29/9 244 2. 10. O. 853 

~ 34 

X Q,uanti ties shown in parentheses 

:,~ 

J 
---



SOCIETY 

Accra 

Transvolta 

Oda 

Tafo 

New Juaben 

Kibi 

Manyokro 

? Thrift Soc is ty 

Saltpond 

SALES OF SUGAR TO CONSUMER SOCIETIES 
DURING 3 WEEKS AUGUST-=-SEPTEMBER, 191£1 

CARTON S TAKEN TOTAL 

300,45,340,145,5,1,50 • 886 

50 50 

45 45 

50 50 

50 50 

100 100 

58 58 

22 22 

200 200 

--
1461 



20th 8e..o;..p-..c..G __ 19li9. 

~ecei ved :from '~r. P_o Kumi. 
~--~~~~~~~-------------------

the sum of' 

---~---==-8hilling;s and ___ ,_-___ '_'_' pence 

For Mr. G.N.Alema's Personal ale 

£180--



Received from Mr. G.N~ Alema as the purchaser of all my rights 

and entitlements in an agreement witnessed ' by an Indenture made 

on the 1St h day of July 1946 bet wee n Chief Kwesi KUlJla XI, Ohene 

of Abnabna WASSAW-AMANFI represen ting himself, elders etc., of 

the stool of Abnabna and myself J. Wi1s on-Sey & Company, cash the 

sum of £100 (One Hundred Pounds) be:ing part payment of the sum 

of £250 (Two hundred and Fifty Pounds) represent ing total value 

of my rights and ert.itlemeIts in so far as the said agreement 

is concerned, and I furthermore promise faithfully on my honour 

to get Stamped the said doc unent referred to above an:! to pre-

pare and stamp a further Indenture transferring my rights as 

aforementioned in para (Z) (i) of the said Indenture to the said 

GOTTFRIED NARKU ALEMA, not later than 30 days from date hereof. 

(Sgd.) J.Wi1son Sey ................... 
(S~d.) . 
•• 'i' •••••• , •• .I •• ' •• .I1 •• ~ ••• 

WITNESS 

. 5th 
Dated at ACCRA ' this ••••••••••• day of AUGUST, .1949. 



G.e .CO-OPERATlV E WHOLESA1LESTABLISHMENT LTJl. 

WAYBILL. 

Station of Origin. '-'Accra. 1T 

Delivered to "Cash Sales". 

No. 94 

30/8/49. 

In good order and condition per "Miss M.Vanderpuyie." 
Lorry No ••••..•• 

Order Ref:- Driver •••••••••• 

Qty. Part iculars Item No. Case No. Remarks 

----------~-------------------------------~~-----------------

Cartons T&-L Sugar 

56 lbs EReh 

Despatc hed As Above ................... 
Wholesale Keeper ................. 

Driver 

£70/-/-

Received As Above 
Adelade Alema 



Place and Date.oLondon 5. 2. 1951.000 •• 0 •• 

INVOICE of Imitation Jewelleryoooo ••• 4042.o •••• consignedooo •• o 

by Riviera Pearlsoooooe •• oo •••• ooo.o.of London, Englando . . 
to Messrs. Dr. Busbyoooooo ••• o •••• P.O. Box 82, Suhum, Gold Coast. 

to be shipped per Elder Dempster Line<oo ••• ooooooo.oo.oooooooo.o. 

Order No 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 coo 0 0 6 0 ? <' 0 0 Gao 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 • 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Country of Quantity and Description Selling price 
Origin of goods. to Purchaser 

@ Amount 

---~-- £. s. do 
u/K 12 Dozo No~ 68/s Necklets 36/- 210 12. o. 

II 52 " No. 57 \I 36/- 930 120 o. 
II 10 \I No. 58 \I .36/- 18. o. o. 

Germany 24 " No. 2009 Pendants 22/- 26. 8. o. 
" 24 If No. 409 \I 22/- 26. 8. 0 0 

" 11 II Noo 5414 Bracelets 16/- 8. 16. o. 
Italy 82 " No. 994 Earclips 15/- 610 10. O. 

II 54 " No" 1090 Necklets 20/- 54. o. o. 
" 96 Rows No. 450 " 3/6 16 .. 16. o. 

Germany 46 Doz. No. 1901 Bracelets 22/- 50. 12. 00 
" 20 \I Noo 121 Necklets 22/- 220 O. O. 

U/K 40 II No .. 68/s 11 42/- 84. o. o. 
II 28 If No. 57 " 42/- 58. 160 0 0 
1/ 20 1\ No. 58 If 42/- 42. O. o. 
" 36 II No. 119 Earclips 18/- 320 8. o. 
If 8 II No. 119 " 18/- 7. 40 o , 

Germany 29 " No. 21878 Bracelets 19/- 27. 11 • 0 
" 40 " No. 121 Necklets 26/- 52. 00 0 0 

£ 703. 13. O. 

Insurance, Forwarding &: Packing 20. o. O. 

£ 723. 13. o. 

Enumerate t~e follow~ng charges. and state whether each 
amount has been lncluded In or excluded from the selling price 
to purchaser:-

Amount in 
currency of exporting 

country. 

State if 

• 



BILL OF LADING. 

PARTICULARS DECLARED BY ~HIPPER. 

--------------- Grass-

lARK Nos PACKAGES AND CONTENTS. Weight in 

BY 
:JIll 
rIA 
;RA 

1/2 2 cases Imitation 
Je...re11ery 

Sgd. Dr.George Busby. 

F REI G H T P A I D. 

lead December. 194$. 

kilos 

273 

(No.1SIa 

We'ight - Rate 
of Meas 
urement 

27 10 



~, 

. - .. -.---- - .. _0. __ 
ENTRY EX-SHIP P~TC8~D~iIAgr~I~~ AD VALOREM DUTY. 

.. .:. ... -- --~.:....:. .. - . "6u - ~ . . . . 

?brt-of-~CCR:A - . --.- Entry No.A ••. 1~~? ...... : ....... 
I :::''..;0:-ter 's n.:1D1e t>1ESSRS. DR. BUS B Y ~~ount rece~ved £144. 14. B ••... 
HO:0I Bill of ld.di n~ •. • ~i;; .......... . If post prime entry No ••...• dated ..•. 19 ••.. Cashier .... -.-.................... e .• 

~ 

Date ••• 22/) ..................... 

l~ame of aircraft or s hip Rotation No. Date of Report Country of Registry Port or place whence arrived 

----
'tLItC~S PAU1" 51/76 20/3/51 U.K. LONOON. 

Invoice No .mar 4042- · 
""""""""""" Examined by . 
""'~"""""""', 

Date",22/3~"""""""""" 
---Packages Item No. Description and quantity of the 

in the goods in accordance with the Iml20rt List. Value C.I.F. Tarif Duty 
l·~a.rks and No. and Import Description Quantity Country of Item Amount 

Numbers Descrioton List Origin £ S D No Rate £ S D 

Imitation Jewellery containing:-
EUSBY 
SAEUM 2 cases 263 l62 Dozen Neck1ets) U.K. 367 15 5 30 20% 73 11 1 
VIA 44 " Earclips) 
ACCRA 54 II & 96 Rows Necklets} ITALY 136 1 3 II H 27 4 3 .. 

B2 It Earclips) 
60 " Necklets) GERMANY 219 16 e n n 43 19 4 
48 II Pendants) 
86 Bracelets) 723 13 4 144 14 a 

O.G.L. 1/51 .~ 

Total number of p:i ck age s , in ~rds two Total Value 723 13 4 Total Duty £ 144 14 '8 

) . t.. ~ , , ..: __ ;M,.' fit 1= _ ..... '_ 



ozen 
" 
" " 
" " 

L1!VOICE 

Messrs. GOLD COAST CO-OP. W/SAL E EST., LIMI TED. 

Dr. to:-

P. O. BOX 1525 
ACCRA. 

G. Stanley Lewis. P. O. Box 1325 Acc~ 

No. 1090 Necklets @ 54/- £16. ~. -121 " ,~~ lOs. .. 58 Gilt It ' ; 
~ . ~ .. -58 Silver tI 6. 57 Gilt tI 6, 

" 57 Silver 6. nly rl)'WS 450 " (4. 16. -en 5414 Armlets @ 54/- :Jt.- 8'", • -1901 Gilt Bracelets y. ,.. ..., . 1901 Silver 11 
3. 2H~78 " 3. 
3 . 

Less 15% discount 

------
54. 6. 

ACCRA 19/4/51 



c.. 

£ 
c::::. 

Re:f er en e. e 

:t~rt:'K!..r.?S 

1l'>!CW" 
'~ .1.<: _. 

CA Guilt &- Si 

sr;; U 11 " 

EKJ,;~~TS 

2000. 

:. ,~ 

;gtAct::£'I'S 

3.901 Guilt f, 5iL 

z:.678 

:1'1 Guilt' Si 1 . 

n~ rr.I\TT.ON JE1:';ELL£j~Y 

------- - ---_._ . . -------------_. 
Stack Balance 

45 doz . 
55-7/12 doz 

71- 11/12 II 

79 doz . 

8 

24 

6 

If 

fI 

II 

43- e/12 doz 

25- 10/12 11 

78 

41 

doz. 

!I 

Duty Paid c ost per do z. 

37/-
61/6 

82/-

82/-

44/-
44/6 

37/-

41/ ... 

41/-

24/-

30/-
Plus impor t er' s c~mnti~sio;~ ::!(j$ 

Value at Coas t 

£ 83. 5. -
170.19. 5. 

294.17. 2. 

323.18.--. 

17.12. -. 

52.16. -. 

11. 2. -. 

89.10. 4. 
52.19. 2. 

93.15. -, 

61.10. -, 
1,252. 4. 1 

125. 4 • . 5 
1,377. e. 6 



SUPPLY OF JEWELLERY TO C.W.E. 

. 
• UNIT DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE 

------.---

D2 1090 Necklets 20/-

22/-7/12 

11/12 

" 

" 
" 
II 

" 
8/12 " 

10/12 " 

" 
" 

121 " 
58 Gilt/Silver Necklets 42/-

57 - . -
2009 Pendants 

404 " 

5414 Armlets 

42/-

22/-

22/-

16/-

1901 Gilt/Silver Braclets22V-

2187~ - . -
994 Ear Clips 

119 Gilt/Silver 
Ear Clips 

19/-

15/-

18/-

oportion of Insurance, Freight Packa~e 
(631 . ~ ) 
(703 • 650 of £20. o. 4) 

Amount dutiable 

20% Dut y 

Sum on Which commission should 

EXTENSION 
£ S d . 

45 

61 

151 

165 

8 

26 

4 

48 

24 

58 

631 

17 

648 

129 

778 

2 

18 

16 

8 

16 

¢ 

10 

10 

13 

14 

14 

9 

10 

6 

¢ 

¢ 

¢ 

¢ 

8 

10 

10 

4 

2 

10 

-

have been paid. ---------

ctual Charge to C.W.E. 

10% Commission. 77 16 11 

Amount which sh ould £656 5 11 
have been charged-.---------------

Overcharge. 

£1252 - 4 - 1 

:125 - 4 5 

£1377 - 6 - 6 

656 - S - 11 

£ 521 - 2 7 



,) rO'\ST CO-OPDTtA'.rIW. 'vtIOT.,T;iSAJ ,D ]]S'J'ABJ,IRHMEl'TT J.JTD. , 

Ace R A. 

bought of 
G. Stanley Lewis Accra. 

43 8 doz. Bracelets No. 1901. 
l~ 

Gilt and Silver 

( Sgd) 28/5/51. 

)LD COAST CO - OPERA'rIVE WHOLESALE ESTABJ. ... IS HME lIlT J ... TD. , 

Ace R A. 

bought of 
G. Stanley Lewis Accra. 

lL4 4 doz. 
12 

39 2 doz. 
II 

38JL.doz. 
12 

Necklets. No. 1090. 

Silver Necklets. No. 57. 

Guilt Neck1ets. No. 57. 

(Sgd) 12/6/51. 
----_ ._---

T ... D COAST CO-OPERATIVE 'mIOI,ESAl,E E8TABLISHHENT LTD., 

ACe R A. 

bought o"f ........ ., ', 1_ . ' , 

G. Stanley ~ewis Accra. 

74....Ldoz • 
12 

40 8 doz. 
12 

Pairs Ear Clips. No.994. 

II G~llt Silver No. 119. 

(Sgd) 13/6/51. 

OOLD COAS'r CO-oPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LTD., 

A C C R A. 

bought of 
G. Stanley Lewis Accra. 

5 11 doz. 
12 

71 6 12 doz. 
25 7 doz. 
31 1f"dOZ. 

12 
55 ...1. doz. 

12 

Armlets No. 5414. 

Neck1ets Guilt & Silver No. 58. 
Bracelets No.21878 
Pendants No.s~ 2009 & 404 

Necklets No.12l 

for G.C. Co-operative W/S Est., 
Accra. 

(Sgd) 5/7/51. 



5/12 doz. 

10/12 doz. 

3/12 doz. 

17 only 

2 only 

3 only 

2 anI" 

5 only 

8 only 

CO-OPRRArrIVl" WHOT}~SAl,F. D;,rrA~l)lf'ITU". Turn., 
AcCRA. 

ou ht o~ G. Stanley Lewin. 

ACCRA. 

Bracelets Guilt &: Silver No. 1901 • 

Pairs "8ar Clips. No. 994. 

If II \I No. 119. 

Silver & Guilt. Necklets. No. 57. 

Armlets Guilt No. 5414. 

Necklets II No. 121. 

Armlets II No. 211)78. 

NeclGets Guilt & Silver No. 58. 

Necklets No. 1090. 

(Sgd) 

for: G.C.C.W E Ltd. 
ACCRA. 

6/7/51. __ _ 



Sir, 

MT N TE' 'l'ER or LAB (JUR 
f\('.1 : RA, (";OI,n CO'Al"l'. fl. o. W)Z /0. ';2j 

23Y'cJ /'pr n, 1')53 

LOCAL PURCHASE or £1,000 WORTH OF 
.J Ewe LRY NC GOT IA Tr;;] !iY MP. SAM. 

With further reference to our conv0raation 
(Mr. Jones yourself ;md myself) rc the n.bove subject, I 
can assure you that I am not in the 1 east prepared to put 
Mr. Sam to any inconvenience or disrepute in connection 
with the allegation against him. 

I am, however, anxious to get my mind cleared 
of any wrong impression I may have had about him: ann so I 

should be extremely oblig-ed if you would conf inn your . 
vel" bal statem ent whic h you made dur ing our conversation, 
to the effect that the value of the iewelry mentaoned above 
was, to the best of your knowledge, only £57 (fifty 
seven pounds), and not £1,000 as I was wrongly info mad 
and that these ~re stoleri from the Takorad1 Store. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. E. INKUMSAH. 

Minister of Labour 

~~. M. G. Hewson, 
Registrar of C090peeative Societies, 
Department of Co-operation, 
Accra. 

Above refers to a memorandum prepared privately 
by the Minister suggesting all sorts of most serious 
irregularities in all co-operatives. The Banking should 
be handed over to the Nat ional Bank and the Marketing 
Associations taken over by the Directors of the C. p. C. 

I traced the allegations against Mr. Sam via Takoradi 
to an order from a fi rm named Cros by Lewis. 

At an int erview attended by the P. S. I presen ted 
to the Minister that if the allegations were founded on 
fact - an:! I did not mys~lf believe it- I considered he 
should report the mattef.t" to the P. S. C. The Minister 
said that Mr. Sam had not been supporting his policy 
and I endeavoured to poimt out that, if so, some action 
was possible under the head but was no grounds for su: h 
an acc us at ion. 

M. H. 



I 

peR' NAt AND CONn m:N'r T fiLa 

D par tm[lnt of Co-or raU on 

11 arl OffJc 

F'. 0, Box 906. 

Accra 

24th April, 1953. 

Dear Minister, 

Reference your letter of yesterday and 
our previous conversation, I have, since, I received a 
copy of the Cab ine]:. Memorn ndum, been trying to che ck 
up on the matter of the purchase of the trinkets mentioned 
at the same time I have been careful not to give "lnyone 
a hint of th e rea so n the enqu ire ie s . From Takor ad i I 
have learned that the only record of trinkets received 
from Accra is a cons ignment valued at £,11. :.\4'i. this 
together ,wit h a sum of £8 eash was in fact bur~lared on 
2nd April, 1952 and this seemed to indicate that it is 
the one in question. There seem no doubt as to the 
genuineness of t his burglary, and a lTV3.n was arrested on 
the sarne night running away from the scene, though I 
am not aware if this led t. a conviction. 

I next asked my officer at the Airport office of 
the Establishment to follcw up the consignment and he traced' 
it to a sample order from a firm called Stanley Lewis 

of Kimber ley Avenue of th e va lue of £56. 4s. I halZe 
since gone up to the Airport Office myself, and I find 
that the record. of issues to the Takoradi Society seems 
to tally with the informat ion given above. I have also 
inspected the Orders Re~ister which I prescribed in 1950 
both for Imports and Loca 1 Purchases in order to bring 
what I conceived to be a desirable aurora of publicity 
to this aspect of the proceedings. From this I find 
that after the sample order already mentioned, there was 
a repeat order of fairly large magnitude namely £1,377 
This is recorded as having occurred because of satisfactory 
results on the sample consignment; it does not apnear 
to me that the large consigmmnt has in the event 
moved well. 

The rna tt er at stake is the connec tion 
of Mr. Sam with these orders the sugcrestion is clear]y' 
that he to ok a bri be to influence their purchase. 
On a personal level I can say that I cannot conceive 
of such be haviour in connec tion wi th Mr. Sam, but at n 
any rate as a prominent public servant I feel that he 

should be gi ven the right to defend himself against 
char ges um er the proc edure laid dow n in the 
Public Service Regulations that is to say, if the 
char ges are to rest agains t his name. 

R. C. S •• 

THE HONOURABLE MINISTER FOR LABOUR. 



MIN!:-'TI:R (')t J#AI tl] 
AC .RA to '01\. '[' 

1-' . (. n Y. 110. 1 ~23 
2 t.h Ar,r11, 1'153. 

D Mr. H won, 

Th jpt of your 1 tt 1" of hn 
24th instant und r co nf'l cLntial coy 1", 1 l\ckno'~']erl~cd, 
and your comnen ts A.Y' not d wit h t hl nks . 

I would, however, like to know hryN the 
consirmment of the sarrp1e oroer fran StanlQY Lew.1.8, 
amount ing t? £56 . 45. was pa:1d for. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. E. INKUMSAH. 

M. G. Hewson, Esquire, 
Registrar of Co-operat i ve Soc ieties , 
Department of Co-operation, 
Accra. 

PERSONA!. AND CONFIDENTIAL 29th Apr il, 1953. 

Reference your letter of yesterday asking 
for details of the payrrext issuErl to Stanley Lewia by 
the Estab lishrre nt in respect of the sample order fo r £56.4s 
this was done by cheque of 20th Apr il, 1951. The order 
was recorded in the Register I had prescribed, and was 
initialed by Mr. Alema as a s ample order. The 
signa tories on the cheque were thos e of the Acting 
Managing-Secretary Mr. Obuobi and of the Honorary 
Treasurer the count er signature, which in ace ordance with 
my draft byelaws had to appear on the Government side 
was my own. As I informed you Mr. Sam Wlf!S then working 
on the consumer schedu le and it is possible tha t these 
people might have carre to see him in the course of 
his duties and been referred by him to the Establishment 

REGISTRAR 

THE HONOURABLE THE MINISTER OF L;\ BOUR. 

Dear Mr. Hewson, 

P.O. BOX 1523. 
1st May, 1953. 

I should be glad if you will inform me 
whether it is the usual practice with Co-operative 
Wholesale Establishme nt to pay any S p3cial commission 
to Importers from Whom Local Purchases are made. 

Will you please let me have this 
infor nation today. 

A. E. INKUMSAH. 
MINISTER OF LABOUR. 



GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE \VHOLESALE ES'I'ABLISHMEr-fi' LIMITED, 

POST OFFICE BOX 1525, ACCRA. 

BOUGHT OF: G.B.DOVE, 
ACCRA, DA'I'E : 8/8/51 

Per doz. £. 

200 Doz. Cotton Singlets Qo40-short sleeves @ 45/-4500 
120 Dozo Athletic Vests Noo40/1 (cotton) @ 45/-2700 
100 Doz. Cotton Socks P.G. @ 33/-165. 

5 Doz. Woolen Hose ToO.To @72/- 18. 
613 Doz. Khaki Hose No. 6433 @ 35/-119. 
25 Doz. Cotton Sweaters - Long Sleeves @132/-165o 

50 DOZe Cotton Singlets - 3 buttons @ 38/- 95 • .-

1282. 

(One thousand two hundred and eighty two pounds only) 

CERTIFIED CORRECT. 
Agyepong. 

s. 

o. 
o. 
o. 
0 0 

o. 
O. 
o. 

O. 

d. 

00 
O. 
o. 
0., 
o. 
o. 
O. 

O. 

FOR: GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE vVHOLESALE 
ESTABLISHMENT LIMITED REGISTERED N00520 

-



50 Doz. 

200 " 
120 11 

25 " 
100 Doz 

6$ II 

5 \I 

Accra $ - $ - 51. 
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment, 

Accra. 

Button Vests 37 · ~O/~ $5 

Roundneck 10 42/- 420 

Atheletic Vests 4a/- 252 

Mens Sweaters 110/- 137 10 

.Cotton Socks 27/- 135 

Khaki Hose 33/- 94 4 

Woollen Hose 66/- 16 10 

£1140 4 

£1140 4 

Paid 9/8/51. 
G.DOVE . 



ACCRA 11. e. 51. 

G. H. DOVE. 

C/o ACCRA. 

6550 yards Blazer cloth 10/5 3,275. o. o. 
7500 II Rayon 2/6 937. 10. o. 

20 dozen V • 55 Buttons 34/- 34. o. o. 
100 " Mens leather 

belts 45/- 225. O. o. 
20 It Felt hats 130/- 130. o. o. 
30 It Ladies VS5 4$1- 72. o. O. 

125 " Pink Joe 40/- 250. o. O. 
91$~ yards Khaki 4/6 206. 13. 3. 

£ 5,130. 3. 3. 
£5130-3-3 
Cancelled. 

SIGNED G. DOVE. 



WALCKA TRADING COMPANY LIMITED. 
(For~erly Leo Amartey Kw~ku & Co.) 

P.O. Box 1081, 
!iccra, 

Gold Coast. 

14th Aucust, 1951. 

Dear Hr. Obuobi, 

I enclose a Pro-forma Invoice ~vvering 

the goods which I ha ve ready for delivery today. The 

total amount is £5,847. lOs. 9d. and I should be grateful 

if you could arrange for the cheque to be sent in to me 

to-day to enable me to take delivery of what is in the 

Bank1s store. 

Thanking you, 

Yours faithfully, 

G. nov E. 



Airport Ext. 51. 

No. 1525. 

o. 64/2854. 

18th August, 51. 

Messrs. Walcka Trading Company, L~ited, 
P. O. Box 1081, 
Accra. 

Dear Sirs, 

LOCAL PURCHASE. 

We thank you for your l e tter of the 14th August, 
1951 enclosing proforma invoice No. 19 for £5,847.10. 9d. 
We are also in receipt of your pro-forma invoice No. 20 
for £2,789 both dated 14th Augast. 

As you s t a te tha t part of th e g oods are 
"in the Bank I s store" may we request you please to let 
us see the original invoic e b e fore proceeding further with 
this transaction. 

You may also let us have individual samples of 
the items you are offering, and s ay whether you have 
sold any of the se goods to anybody else. 

Yours faithfully, 
for: GOLD COAST CO-OP. W/SALE ESTABLISHMENT LIMITED. 

: . Jr. W ~ n. . t, y • 
Managing Secretary. 

JDEP/SKA 

Copy to: 

D. R. C. S. airport. 



Walcka Trading Company Limited 

(FormGrly Leo Amartey Kwak~ & Co. 

o. 94/2854 
LP/784/r 

The Managing Secretary, 

P. O. Box 1081 
ACCRt\, 

20th August, 1951 

Gold Coast. 

G. C. Co-opGrative Wholesale Establishment Limiteo, 
P,.O~B·()X 1 525 

Accra. 

Dear Sir, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 18th instant 
with reference to our Pro-Forma Invoices Nos. 19 and 20. 

The remark llthose in the Bank's store" in our . 
letter of the 14th instant, was made in respect of other 
goods we had use d as collateral security with the Bank 
against an overdraft and be ars no relation to the items 
invoiced to you. Incident all y, t hey were Khaki and Cotton 
Blankets, and as the overdraft was taken in anticipation 
of qQick settlement, we have had to make other 
arrangements to redeem in view of the unforeseen del~y 
in your purchasing our goods. 

Perhaps it would be as well, at this stage, to 
mention again that the goods we have offered to you were 
purchased during a I!Reduction Sale II from Messrs. Glamour, 
and have been offered to the Accra Consumers Society as 
apart from yourselves. 

Your s faithfully, 

FOR WALCKA TRADING COMPANY LIMITED. 

J. DOVE 

Managing Director. 



WALCKA TRADING COMPANY LIMITED. 

(FOPJ.1ERLY Leo Amartey Kwaku & Co'.) 

LP/784/1 

P. O. Box 1081 
ACCRA, 

Gold Coast 

4th September, 1951 

The Managing Secretary, 
G. C. Co-operat i ve Wholesale EstabJ. ishm~nt Limited, 
P. O. Box No. 1525, 
Accra. 

Dear Sir, 

May we refer you to our intel'view w1'ch :rOU 
on the 13th HUgu st, our Pro forma Invoice of the 14th 
your letter to us dated the 20th .wad ~ll,:rSv':of~:lthe'1.:3al1le~.dat~ 

On the 27th instcmt our representative handed 
over to you sample s as re ques L,ed ,vi t h a view' to your 
finishing the purchase as detailod on our Pro forma of 
the 14th August. 

You will appreciate that these F-oods have been 
held up for nearly four weeks a t your request. 

You real~se, we hope, that we have been put to 
considerable expense in this mattdr, and we trust you will 
take up the so goods on or be fore the 12th instant as hi::\. ving 
agreed to sell these goods to you we would be committing 
a breach of contract if we disposed of them without your 
first repudiating the contract. 

Yours faithfully, 

FOR WA.LCK1\ TR.illING CO. LIMITED. 

SIGNED G. DOVE. 

MANAGING DIRECTOR. 
J.W. 
6/9/51. 



0.64/3015: 

Airport 
Ext. 51. 

)\TO. 1525, 

6th September, 1951. 

The Managing Director, 
Walcka Trading Company, I~tcl., 

P.O.Box 1081, 
Accra. 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter No. LP/784/1 of tre 4th 
September is not understoocl. 

On the 13th August your Mr. Dove was 
present at a meeting of the Orders, Stocks, Prices 
and Distribution Sub-cormni ttee of the C. Wo E., a sub­
committee which had no power in itself to sanction the 
issue of funds, and could only mal~e recommendations. 

At that meeting samples of a few items 
of textiles and haberdashery Vlere examined aDd a 
recorrrrnendation was made to buy. Mr. Dove was called 
upon to submit the usual pro"'forma of goods, quantities 
and prices, which might be confirmed by us to constitute 
a contractual obligation. 

No confirmation of the orcler h8.S since 
been possible' and ' the Ch8.irman of the Orders & Prices 
Sub-cormnittee, Mr. R.D.Nelson, has been kept informed 
of the position throughout. 

Me8nwhile, in a telephone conversation 
with Mr. Parker, Mr. G.R. Dove has stated that the 
goods concerned have wf\olly . or partly been disposed of 
to other traders aDd customers, a fact v.rhich has been 
confirmed orally by Mr. R. D.Nelson in the prescence of 
Mr. Parker. 

Perhaps it is necessary at this juncture 
to state categorically that we shall never find our 
way to confirm the order on the basis of the pro-formas ' 
submi tted. We have been at pains to set the prices 
quoted against those ruling on the local market and 
have felt convinced that bU,siness wi th the VV alcka Trading 
Company on the basis of these pro-fonnas is impracticable. 

Very truly yours, 
for: 'The Gold Coast Co-op. Wholesale Estab:,tishment Ltd., 

J.W. 

JDEP/SKA: 
Copies to: 

Ni'.]\.NAG ING SECRETARY. 

D.R.CoS., Airport, 
D.R.C.S. (Consumers) Accra. ' 
The Chairman, Orders,Prices,Stocks & Distribution 

Sub-cormnittee, Box 618, Accra. 



PRO - roRMA lNVOICE. 

Accra. 

Dr. to G. H. Dove, 

ACCRA. 

450 yards Green Blazer Cloth @ ll~~ per r,d. £. 1,43j' ~: 950 11 Blue Blazer Cloth ~ 11 " 1,73 . 
150 il Brown " " @ 11/9 II II 675. 12. 
SOO il Rayon @ 2/e II " 1,000. O. 
20 doz. Gents felt hats @ 150/- per do z. 150. o. 
30 it Ladie s Chemis e s @ 54/- " " el. o. 

100 It Leather Bel ts @ 51/- " " 255. o. 
20 " ButtonsVests @ 3e/- I! " 38. o. 

125 it Pink A. Vests @ 43/- " II 268. 15. 
9l8~ yds Khaki Drill @ 4/6 per yard 206. 13. 

£ 5, e47. 10. 

thous:md eight hundred und f orty seV0n pounds t "n shillings 
.:md ninepence. 

t 
6. 
0, 
0, 
o. 
o. 
o. 
o. 
3 

9-
.-



II / II 

F)!V \TI, t.1'1'M T lllLIJT 1,'1 ., 
) 

C -0 , ·\ t'.1.v, 
("\ . 

1. (). n.X Hk5 
Ar;c RJ\ • 
G 1 rl Co,., 'It 

H ~sr •• M. A. A k~h c,. Ct. ( Wo t Afrie r ) 1. rI ., 
P.O. B >c 1"" 6. 
ACCRA~ 

Dear S irs, 

We "ave S 136ft fl s Ample of th c "Gha. a S . 'J, pI! 

"nd W0 would like ~ secW" so ' ,'jl po ina ff']!' 
distribution t.e OUr' tllil stor",s. "Ie sh --u l be 
gr.'\teful if VI'\U would l et us k~w \'JMt ntlty you 
c an offer, 'md on what tf3rms. 

P.P. GOLD COAST CO-OpeRATIVE l'mOLES' LE ESTABLISFJ'"_, ' 
LIMItED . 

JI OBUOBI 
JO/SKA MANAGING SECRETARY . 

.. 



71 

M.A.ACRAl! & CO ( WEST .AFRICA) LIMITED .. 

Importers, EX1?Orters, Wholesalers, Manufacturers 1 

Representat ives. 

Cables : ~/Iuss8Jca 
Telenhone ~ 2382 
Bank~rs B.B. V\ToA.Ltd. 
Ref 01/Pa/51 

C 327/2 Tackie-Tawiah Av. 
P.O.Box 1236 
ACCRP_,GOLD COAST. 

Ref: 01 18th July,1951. 

Sirs, 

We have to inform you that we have in readiness 
for delivery the following quan.ti ties of Cabbs Palm 
Pale Soap. 

The prices Quoted are EX Wholesale. 

,Q"iianti ty Description of Goods Selling Price Amount 

17H7/lc 
27 cases Cabbs Palm Pale Soap in 43/9 cis £59.1.3d~ 

17H7/l/1C 
828 pieces 

bars 

Cabbs 
short 

of 15:1 long 

Palm Pale Soap in 
pieces of Y' 3d. each 10.7.-

TOTAL £ 69 .. 8. 3d. 

---.------------~--------

We ho:!}e this y,ill meet with your entire 
satisfaction. 

Yours faithfully, 

pp. M.A.ACY--AJ:-I & CO. (1NA) LTD. 

AIJli'RED ESHU!'T FOR NIA"TIWI UC- DIRECTOR~ 

MesGrs o Gold Coast 1'illOlesEdc Est8JJlisD..ment 
Post Office Box 1525, 
ACCRJ;'~. 



If. L. P. )'f. 
Ir/lo. c1.~,c" 

M. A. ACKAH & CO. (W. A.) LTD. 

C.327/2 Tackie-Tawiah Avenue, P. O. Box 1236 

ACCRA, C-OLD COAST. 

I N V 0 ICE. 
... 

•• C,ns!gned to !{,essrs. Gold Coast Whole sale Esta.blishmz~t Ltd • 

•• To be shipped per Dr;LIV~RED PER LOR...~Y NO. 8062 Order No. 02. 

untry of 
Or181n 

c 1 

l>1arks and 
Number on 
Packages. 

Cabbs Palm 

C. W. E. 

DE T 

C HIB 

AI D. 

Ch qu 30/9. 

Quan tity and Descripti on 
of goods. 

Selling Price 
to Purchaser. 

mount 

~a. £ . s . d. 

233 Cases Pale Bar 
Soap 43/9 509. 13. 9. 

Less D posit of three 
Hundred Pounds 

Bal nc du. ••••.•.•••• £. 

300. O. O. 

209. 13. 9. 

p. p. M. CK v 00. I (I ) LTD. 



73. 

Dear Sir, 

Attachment ItAIt. 

Department of Co,-operation, 
Audit Div~_sion. 

P.O. Bo~= S06~ 

20th March) 1952. 

CASH BOOK BAL.Al1CE AT 12 MARCH1--.1952. 

As a result of enquiries vlhich I have personally 
made, I am satisfied that the debt t balance of £11900 -18. 2 
shown in the Cash Book at 12 March, 1952 - the '.vhole of 
which cum was allegedly stolen from the offices of the 
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment sometime between the 
closo of 'business on that day and the following morn ing -
doos not truly represent the actual balance in hand a t the 
time of the allege d robb ery. 

2. An e:xarnj nat.ion of' t?1-, indiv~.c..'~8.1 ci.1tr ics in the 
Cnoh b ook r eveal:: that -U:i8 G':'- :JaI l ed ':b~::~_ncolt was made 
up ",,8 fol lows: 

Cheques: 

( 11) each 

£0 s . cl~ 
105. 8 . o. 

24. 0 .. o. 
13.1 7 . 8. 

500 . O. O. 
280 . O. O. 

e. ~ . d . 

923 . 5. 8, 
267 . 12 . 6. 

TOTAL OF CHEQUES 'fJm CASfl £1'1'90. 18. 2 . ---- -- -----.-- -
But i t 10 (lui te clear from the evidence of , .. 10 pay-in slips 
of t b .-; Co- operative Bank that all the chequ , < : . oted above 
wer() pai d into the Bank to the credit of tho ~ '. ~v.E. Ltd 
b eforu the end of the prc,rious month and coul d not ponsibly 
havo iKon in the safa 'lt the material time. 

3. It scums cCluaD Y clear th<'t the entr,ics in tho 
C ( h Doole have been so monipul ted that it was possible to 
u c unncr.ountcCi. c1 .. 0 ues to cover ~e:r1cicnc('s at the end of 
ol1oh month when ... 11u C eh Deok was balanced and the balance 
"')hys i cnl1y choclteu. !~o doubt this has been r1 continuing 
j.~r , cti co for mrulY months , but the process is necessarily 
oumulat ivo and its discovery only a ITk'ltter of time . The 
month of March b0inr; normally th last of the accounting 
yoa r, wb .n 0.11 accounts would bu fiL lly ba:anced and all 
00. )11 b ul nnc(.s paid to Bo.nk at the 31st, dic:covery of the 
dot.-ic:! .ncy would have bL;.n amost inevit£.b:'c at that date . 

4. Th conclusions to be drn~n from these facts arc 
1rly obviou s and I advise that the matter be put _nto the 

hun s of the po11c~ ~1 ~.out d~lay. 

I t'1l, Si!'~ 
yours f a ! thfully, 

(Sgd). D . .. ~~rE"'llt..~ 
P..sSISTPJ~T l1EGI2'lP.J-R AUDI T 

rHE MANAGING SECRETARY 
CO PERATIW Vt'llOLESALE ESTABL!SHMENT ! .. TD., 
P. o. BOX 1525, 
ACe • Copi s to R gistra!' of CQ-opcrat ~7c Socie ties 

and Deputy Registrar of Co- operative 
Socie tie s. 



Amount Date Paid to Bank Ent'd in C!Bk 
Che QllP_Jfo. ~ Drawn by £. s. d. drmvn ~ PISI\TO. Date Rec.No .• 

B/120 239038 BBWA UAC.Ltd 105. 8. O. Jan.12 Jan.31 2528 Mar. 4 2116 
GIC 164897 BB1IIJA Col Govern-

ment Accra 
D. Try 24~ O~ O~ Jnn.17 Feb.14 2529 Mar. 4 2113 

B/120 241761 BBWA UAC:.Ltd. 13.17.8. Feb.8 Feb .. 29 2532 Mar. 7 2121 

18968 BBWA M.Manganese 
Co.Ltd .. 500. o. o. Peb.19 Feb.29 2532 Mar. 4 21'lh:~ 

2302 Co.:.-OP Bogosu Co-
op 280. O. O. Feb.20 Feb.29 2532 Mar. 4 2115 

£ 9230 5 .. 8. 
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ENQUIRY INTO ALLEGED THEFT OF £l!12~1$.2d 
FROM THE SAFE OF THE ' CWE AS WAS REPO~ 

ON THE MORNING OF 13TH MARCH,1952. 

CONDUCTED BY MR.G.N. ALEMA. DEPUTY REGISTRAR (CONS.) 

Notices to appear for enquiry 

STATEMENT~ 

.- tat,,,,"!.cn t. m.a de bv i.f.anaging SE,ere t o.ry , • 
o": "! 

(0 D"f{ .(C)& ii..R (C ) . .. ' 

atement made by Managing Secre tary, CWE to D,R.(C)& A.R(C)on 25th 
II It It Secre tary ,Co-op Bank 11 fI. 25th 
II II n Secretary,CWE 11 II 25th 
II " " Cashier ,CWE \I i! 26th 
11 " Ii Account ant, CWE II II 2nd 

" if !I Despatch Clerk CWE II n 2nd 
" if II Distribution Cierk, CWE " " 2nd 

" " I I Secretary of CWE " 11 2nd 
/I if " Boateng, Clerk in CWE t! q 2nd 
II " II Danquah, Secre taria1 Asst.CWE Ii 2nd 

" " " Messenger, CWE 11 Ii 2nd 
" If 11 Beach Clerk, CWE Ii " 2nd 
" " 11 Naumann, Driver, CWE It " 3rd 

" it II Mana ging Secretary; CWE if II 3rd 
if tI " Managing Secretary, CWE it II 7th 

DOCUMENTS TENDERED IN EVIDENCE. 

ETTER P22/1043 of 4.8.50 President to Account ant, CWE 

Mar' 

" 
" 
" Apr. 
11 
Ii 

if 

I i 

11 

II 

II 

II 

II 

" 

" 060/1781 of 16.12.50 Managing Secretary to Cashier,CWE Copies 

II 
-Accountant etc., 

Unreferenced of 22.12.50 Managing Secretary to Cashier CWE, 
Copie s to Account ant, etc., 

STATEMENT of CWE Payment s into Ban k. Prepared by Secretary, Co-op Ba 
LETTER P33/1683 of 7.12.50 President to Secretary, CWE 

il Unreferenced of 21.5.51 R.L.Danquah to Managing Secretary,CWE 
Minutes by Secretary & Managing Secretary. 

if Unreferenced of 18 .12 .50 Cashier to Managing Secretary,CWE., 
STATEMENT of Money Rece~ved March 3 to 10th, 1952. Prepared by Cashi 

CWE---------
REPORT on checking of C~sh d a t ed 14.3.52. From Accountant to 

Managing Secretary-------­
LE TTER Unreferenced of 17.3.52 Accountant to Managing Secretary(re­

cash-checking)tendered 26.3.52. 
ANA I.Y.<:;TS \>f' Cash nook Balanced at month ends April 1951 to March 1952. 

- prepared by A.R.(C) 

" 
" 
" i 

I 
II 



!LO T ICE 

I have been appointed by the Registrar 
of Co-operative Secieties to hold en enquiry into 
the disappearance of the sum of £1,190.l8.2d(one 
thousand me hundred and ninety pounds eighteen 
shillings and twopence) from the Saf~ of the Gold 
Coast Co-operative Wholesale Establishment Limited. 
The enquiry will be held at the premises of the 
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment, Aiport, on 
Thursday, the 25th . Mareh,1952, commencing at 10 a.m. 
prompt. 

By virtue of the powers vested in me 
under Sec,ion 47 (2) ~f the Co-operative fucieties 
Ordinance No.15 of 1937, I have to request that you 
appear before me at the place and time shown i±D 
give such inf~rmation and produce such books and 
documents as I may re~ire. 

J. OBUOBI 
J .D.E.PARKER 
S • K .CHAPMA N 
B. K.ADDO 
W.OKAI 
B.A.AKUFFO 

( SGD .) G.N. Alema 
DEPUTY REGISTRAR OF CO-OPERATIVE SOC IETIES 

(CONSUMERS) 

S ECRETARY - MR.NTIM, CO-OP.BANK. 



,TATEMENT MADE BY MB:.:.-1~t10BI..i-l:1ANAGING SECR~~W.E • 
. -~-

g2!~~CH! 1952 

My name is Joseph Obuobi and I am Managing Secretary 
n the C.W.E., I am in general charge of the CWE with rights ' 
~) delegate my powers to other employees of the CWE • Some 
r' these powers have been delegated to the Secretary, and some 
') the Accountant of the CWE. 

I have dele~ated to the Accountant such duties as are 
.'st out in his letter of appointment signed by the President 
Letter P22/l043 of 4th August, 1950 which was produced). 
mongst other things, this letter states "you will check cash 
aily". 

The instructions contained in this letter were re­
.nforced by two letters addressed to the Cashier, but with copies 
,0 the Accountant, (Letter 060/1781 of 16th Dec. 1950 and 
'instructions for the Payment of cash in CWE" dated 22nd De., 19,0 
ligned by the Mahaging Secretary were produced). 

On some occasions, about four in all sine e January, 1952 
~he Cashier has reported to me that his cash holding exceeds £100 
ind I instructed him to pay in the balance. On no occasion has 
~he Accountant reported such excess as a result of the daily check 
set out in his letter of appointment. I think it is implied in the 
Accountant's instructions and the copy he has of the letter to the 
:ashier that he should report. 

Between October and December when the Accountant was ill 
I assumed responsibility for cash, and gave daily instructions for 
the disposal of surplus. When I took over at this time I checked 
the cash holdings, but the books were 'checked by the ' Senior Book-
keeper, Mr. Ashley. The physical cash and book figure agreed. 

I am aware that during this period, the cashier went to 
Accra every day to pay in cheques etc. Since December, as far as 
I can rememb er, he has bee n in at least three times weekly, say 

I twelve times a month. Although instructed to do so he does not 
always report to me. 'As a rule he goes on the CWE Truck, but when 
this is not available, he comes to me to ask for permission to use 
the wagon. ' 

There are f our ways in which he may get to the bank - by 
CWE truck, CWE station wagpn, Chapman's car or Municipal Bus Service. 
When on the lorry the driver is Naumann, the ordinary driver takes 
him in the station wagon; and when he travels in Chapman t s car he 
may be driven by Cl.apman, Mensah or Boat-eng. 'Since December he has 
used th e Munic j pal Bus Serv ice on about thr ee occas.i.ons from Accra 
to the Airport, but only twiae f'rorn the Airport to Accra. When he 
travels by Bus he leaves with his bag by 12.30 Bus to enable him 
to reach the Bank before it closes at 2 p.m. I have every reason 
to assume that when he takes a vehicle he goes straight to the Co­
operative or one of the Cortunercial Banks. 

When the Accountant returned from Sick Leave he checked the 
books and cash but there is no evidence that this was done the n or 
on any other occasion. I did not know it was being done but took 
it for granted that it was as this was the normal responsibility 
of the Accountant. I had no worries on this score until early this 
year. 

From about the time of the Annual General Meeting in 
Se lrDndi until he went on sick leave, I had noticed a deter ioration 
in the Accountant's work- such things as ir..adequate checks and 
controls and failure to submit statements - but when I approached 
him he said it was due to the state of his health. I also noticed 
his habit of breaking off long before closing time and reported all 
this to the PreSident early this year, - in January. 

I •..••.••..• 



.s n~t ~reatly perturbed by the lack of reports from the 
untant state of the cash, as the Cashier was making regular 
rts on cash holdings. It is true that the Accountant has 

.r reported on the cash position at any time, nor has he reported 
I!£ the Cash Book is not being kep t correctly. 

If the Accountant wanted money for an advance at any time he 
re to me for the voucher to support the payment. He has not taken 
idvance in excess of one third of his salary, but frequently asks 

r advanc es. An advance in excess of L limit was made to the 
auntant and to other members of the staff, by t he Secretary. His 
~on was ultra-vires. It was made without my knowledge and had 
:ce be brougpt to my attention by the Auditors. The Secretary is 
1 aware of the limits set by the Committee and that he has no 
nor1ty to grant such advances. He has admitted as much, wren 
led to my Office to explain this matter. This admission was made 
ore witnesses - Messrs. Amoakwa-Adu and Kane of the Department of 
operation wh .. raised the query. Before the same witnesses I 

oressly forbade him to issue further advances. He has at no time 
10rm eel me that he has done. 

The Accountant has never mentioned to me the fact that part of 
cash balance was in I.O.U's. The first notice I had of it was 

"Dl the Audit ors. The Cashier wi 11 no t pay out as a voucher 
'ned by the accountant. though he may pay on vouchers signed 
,the Secretary, but certainly on no oth~ signature. The Cashier 
J no authority to pay on the Secretary's signature and I think 
f'l are jointly responsible for the irregular issue of the amounts ~ 

I have read the attached statement and agree that it is true 
.ord. 

OBUOBI MANAGING SECRETARY CWE.'SGD)~ ••• J •• OguQb1 ••••••••••••••• 

N .ALEMA DEPUTY REGISTRAR( CONSUMERS) .{ ~gp: L ¥: ~: ~t~IM ...........• 
H.SPARKES ASSIST.REGISTRAR(CONSUMERS) •• t~v~ll.~.~.~~~t~~~ ....... . 
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My nruno is Kwcku-Bugyoi Ntim and T am S (Jcre tE,l ' ,V of the 
tst Co-operative bank, with which th CWE has on accou.nt. 
urned fJ. ... om U.K. on September 3rd, ]951 but din not rosume 
~il November 4th, lrJSl. 

Gold 
I 

duty 

I know Mr. Addo tho Cashier of the CWE by name and by person, 
rl from the time I resumed duty until the end of the year often 
1t for a week, sometimes two, without seeing him at the Bank, 

\: he may call without me seeing him. 

I tender in evidence a list of pay me nt s made to the Bank on 
half of the CWE from December up to date. (Atta(;hed No o 4). 

I cannot say by what moans of transport the cashier arrived 
the time of making paymen ts, as the screen in my Office cuts off 

e vie\! of the i'oad. 

He does bring in cheques for transactions, but without the 
,oks I cannot say whether they were long overdue as I d a not take 
)tice of this fact. I have noticed on one occasion a cheque 
'esented two weeks or so after the d ate of issue. 

I will supply information on the _time lag uf cheques ~n the 
)-operative Bank, but I have no means of obtaining this inf~mation 
~gardin~ cheques on Commercial Banks. 

I have read the &1::>ove s tatemen t agree that it is a true 
",cerd, 

.B.NTIM SECRETARY CO-OPERATIVE BANK •. \~q~: 1.~:?~1!~~r!lo .....••.•.••• 

• H .,SP PRKES ASST .REGISTRAR (CONS UMERS) (~1~ 2 ••• "!: ~I ;~~<;~'~~~ •••••• ~ • 
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ilB/6i1 

'~ATEMEN T MADE BY MR.J.D.E.P ARKER.SECRETARY OF THE. CWE ON MARCH, 
gjth. l25£.!.. 

My name is John Dav:ld Ebe n Par ker and I am Secretary to the 
'IE. The terms of reference of my app~intme'll;: are set out in 
~tter P33/l683 of 7th December 1950 which letter is prcx:luced in 
ifidenc e. ( D.)c urn ent 5). 

I agree that I have n. right to sign cheques orissue funds, 
I was asked oy the Managing Secretary to negotiate the P.V's 

::')r advan: es and authorised by him t C 3i g:::l '.:m his behalf certain 
oeuments authorising advances to staff exceeding the limits ' 
uthoriscd by the Committee. I have not his ,authority in writing 

t tender as evidence a letter fran :Danquah dated 21st May, 1951, 
sking for an advance ofa month's salary (Docum",:r.t' 6) 

I am responsible for locking the Strong Room, in conjunction 
ith the Cashier. I d. n""t do so every day, as the padlock is self 
eking, nor do I open it every day. There are two locks arrl I 
cld one key f.r one of these. Both keys for other are held by the 
ashier. When I took over I receive~ ~nly one key from the 
anaging Secretary and did not know there was one missing until told 
o at the time of the investigation. ." b 

I agree that'my r-eceipt of th e key implied responsibility for 
he opening -atrl ' closinlt -oI-the Str'ong Room I have' 'give'il1tly- ke'y tf" 
he Cashi er to open i~;::> in the mOr'nfrtgs and Okai closes in the 
venings. The Cashier returned the key to me immediately in the 
lornings - in less than two minutes. I Was given no instructions 
~th the keys other than those implied. 

When the Cashier said the Strong Room was open on the morning 
~ the 13th March I 'phoned the police straight away. I did not 
19s e it the nig;ht before, <~kuffo did so, and informed me that he 
ad done it on the. instructions of the Cashier. r did not ~xamine 
.t to see if it was clos ed. 

No one has definite ins tructions to clos e the place. Oka1 
las been told to do so, but anyone present will close the padlock 

ter the Cashier has secured his. The two padlocks are supposed 
'0 hang on the door, when the Cashier secures his own, the oth e r is 
!lasped by anyone present. If I see it shut, I assume that it has 
)een I.e ked. 

I think that two locks have been prcwided t. give additional 
, eeW' ity. One e culd be opened by anycne holding the key, but he 
~ould not Open two. 

I have on some oecas ions checked the locks after the Cashier 
has gone. 

I have read the statement overleaf and agree that it is a 
e rec~rd • 

• E.PARKm, SECRETARY CWE ••••••• !~~: ~. ~?'?:~=~~;?'. ~c;:~:: ... . 
DE FUTY REG 1'3 TRAR( C) ••• {~~ .l. Ci. tJ. {\tfiIJUt ............ . 

TRAR (e) (s 



g I "B/?" 

i6~aB~!!~iI~Q;R;i£,§i°: jtfUfyEliij~.itgAB~(e6v~Rg15g 
What is yout' nam137 My name ie Benjamin Kw""shie Addo 
What is your employm~nt1 I am employed ae C.shier by the eWE. 
Who intJ'lQQuoed you to the CWE? Tha late S .K.:eMnero~n i.ntrodueed 

and ree onxr1<·'ilJ ed me. 
What are your duties .e Cashier? The receivinc:, of money and the 

pay-in g of money. 
Ho~ do you know your duties? No an~er. 
Have you re~eived these ;t.nstru.otions1 (Man .Sec' s letter of 16/12/50 

shown) I cannot say without 
consl1::'ti ItS the File. 

(Lett ",::, L ''.xn Addo dated 18/12/50 
shown) Ye.s , 

Is this your knoWiedgement? 

D~ you agree that your duties are clearJ... .;: ~_ildic ated in letter 
OOO/l?al ? Yes. 
Do you new acknowled~e receipt of this letter? Yes. 
Have yeu carried out these instructions? Yes. 
All er them? Yes. 
Has t 'here been any e anp1aint? No. 
Has th!re been a W:1rning that the duties were not carried out? No. 
Have you paid out money advances on the ~thority of Mr.Obuobi and 
Mr.Parker? Yes. 
Those authorised by Mr. Parker were'the.y supported in writing by 
Mr.Obuobi? No1only Mr. Parker signed. 
Para~aph I of letter 060/17el was read by D.R.(C) 
Does Mr. Parker present the necessary authority? No. 
But you have paid out? Yes~ 
You have infringed instructiens? Yes, 
According to the letter you know you are liable? Yes. 
Do you agree that you are not supposed to hold money in excess of 
£100 ? Yes. 
Have you ever kept more than £1007 At times. 
''''hat was your instrlC tiona from the Mana~ing Secretary? 

He said remit to the Bank. 
Did. you ca 11 his attention to it at any time? Yes. 
After it had been checked by the Accountant? Without checking by 

the Accountant Mr. OBUOBr said 
reserV'e £ZOO or £,300 as we may need 
it. 

What is the hi /1hest amount the Managing Seoretary has instructed you 
to keep? £,300 At no time has the money in 

the safe exceeded ~300. 
Does Mr. Chapman creek (Nery day? Formerly I closed the cash book as 

that was routine being followed when 
I started. 

How and when did you stop closing daily? (By pause) I cannot say 

Why did you stop? 

w1theut l~oking at the cash book. r 
would then .:know the date. 
I can't remember I think it was 
when the new cash book was started. 

That is men not my? No· answer. 
Did you stop of your own accord? No. I am thinkin~ of the reason. 

Mr.Ashley was checking me before and 
then Mr. Chapman. I am thinking 
which of these two. I did not stop 
of my own acc ord • 1£ I had _ the 
Accountant and the people checking 
me would pick it up. 

Are you ~g~esting that someone else asked you to stop? No answer. 
Question repeated - I stopped closing my cash accounts dailYI I 

could not r errember Mly. 
When the daily check stopped, how did you mana ge? Whe n the Cash 

Book was ready I informed the 
accountant that it was ready ~or 

Did the AccGuntant come to 
Hew Were you conducting it 
daily? 

checking • 
you? No. 
so that th e cash boek c oulrl. not be che cked 

The Inspectors and Auditors were 
usine; it c 

On how many days were you closing the accounts? According to the 
Cash Book monthly. 
No one. WRw ••••••••• ~ •••• 



'};3n you did it of your own accord? No answer, 
... was the Accountant checking you when you wore balancing 
'r'1thly? When he had the poss e ssion of 

the cash bock he would ask if 
I was ready. 

I N often did you enter up the cash book? At times weekly sometimes 
fortnightly • 

. -er monthly? Nv never. 
,(foJ of ten did the Acc ountant check you? About f our times a month. 
; s the Cash Book closed at these times? No. 
lw does the Accountant know you make entries? I tell 

made the entries. 
ive ever kept money in excess of £.100? Yes up to the 

by Mr. Obuobi. 

him I have 
I call him. 
£300 limit 

'ver in excess of £300? Yes sometimes I have kept up to 
£1000 or over. 

C1 whese instructions? Without instructions. 
b you believe you are liable if you keep money in excess? No. 

" :JU have it in 'Nriti ng that you should not exceed £100? Yes. 

se ', 

,r-W can you reconci le this with no liability? It is ignoranc e on my 
part. 

ow often have you kept money in excess of £1000? Only once 
is liable for your ignorance of instructions? I am myself. 
leeks the padl ~cks? I lock one. 

' ho lecks the other? Okai or Akuffo. 
ben? I call the ir attention when I have 

10 they leek first? 
10'" many keys has Mr. Parker? 
[ow d .. you know? 

locked mine. 
No I d'). 
One. 
Formerly Mr. Chapman said his thin~s 
were stolen, and this key wq.s among; 
the things missing. Mr.Obuobi who 
had the othe r key gp.ve it t e Mr. 
Parker. 

{e'IT many keys are there t~ the Safe? One. 
)0 you know if ther e is any eth er? I don't know. 
)0 you know or have you heard of a Safe with more than two keys? No. 
:lhen yeu came in the morning you found the two padlocks opened? Yes. 
{Jere you the first man to see it? When I get the key from Mr.ParkE;-' 

I saw the padlock opened. Both 
padlocks. 

Are you satisfied you locked your own padlock? Yes. 
No. Did you open it? 

How yeu think the 
Or not lecked? 

other padlock was opened? By someone having- a ke 7 

Suppose one key got lest? 
Suppose ' that someone got into 

How? 

Yes, 
Someone may have access. 

the Strong Room, they could ope n the 
Safe. 
With the key. 

How long had you 
accumulating? 
Seven days? 

been keeping UOOO 01' over or how long had it been 
It took one week te accumulate. 

Hew much d. you think 
(The figure was later 
On the second day? 
On the third,day? 
On the feurth day? 
On the fifth day? 

No six d~ys. 
yeu had on f:ir st day? £100, 
amend ed to £700) 

£100. 
£190 
£84 
One hundred and fifty semething. 
One hundred or more. On the sixth day? 

(Later amended to £125.) 
Who paid in £700 on the first day? I cannot remember. 
I suggest you never had that money on that or any other day? I 

can~ot say without looking on the 
book. 

Was the amount of £700 reported to the Managing Secretary? N •• 
Why? I do not know. I think the figures I aave were incorrect. 
Did you have £700 in the Safe from Thursday 6th? I cannot say. 
Hew many days did you take to accumulate the loss? No answer 
Did you have £700 in your Safe on a particular day, paid int 0 y'C': 
on that day? ' No it should not be £700. 
(Addo was giv~~ pen and paper to prepare a statement which is ...... . 



B/9 

tondered in evid~nc& Document 8} 
~'~ o one knml\7 money in Safe? Did not inform Hr. Obuobi. 
Did not report rq~ularly? Do not know exactly these Arc fiG:ures 
Did Mr. CHAPMAN check you on 11th? I think 10th. 
How much did he find? Seven hundred and something. 
How can you re.oncile this with what stolen on 12th? I did not 

know the real amount of the l 'oss 
unti 1 I went through my Books. I 
became aware of t he exact am.unt af 
money I had in the Safe aftec the 
theft had taken place. I then 
deducted these figures as tendered 
and duly signed by me from the Cash 
Book. After the Cashier checked the 
cash he instruc ted me to pay the ' 
excSss into the Bank. I did not d. 
so. r do not know what kept me. 

Did you receiv e al::~ut. £.400 be t'llleen 11th and 12th? ' YeS. 
Statement 'WI"itten by the Accountant shown to Addo. I agr'ee that 
this check was made. 
From vlnom did you rece ive about £496'1( I cannot r'etrember-. 
(Mr. Chapman called in to verify his statement) 
CHAPMAN ' - I checked book but not cash on 11th and I can SWear on 
my oath. 
ADDO - I thought it was 10th. 
Chapman d ~mis seq " ,> , .' , 
Who is reeponsibi.e ' for he avy balanc ie? I am. 
I do not know what, heldme~ by.t l ,ain ,:responsib"1.e. ' 

I have read th~' statemen t on pages ' 1 to 5-inclusi,ve" arrl , am 
satisfied that it is true and correct. 

B.K • ADD 0 CASHIER (SGD) ' ~;~ :~q'14!~ : 0.' •• ; •• ••• ~ 
G oN 0 ALEMA DEPUTY REGISTRAR( C). (~tN, l· ;C;,lj ,~:J4IMt •• '0' ... . 

• ' r •. ' , "' ,._, 

W.T'!.SPAAKES ASST. REGISTRAR (C) (SGD )" •• ,~ ~l!: . ~~~~~.;; .. ; ~ . , 
" , i " 

", 

, . ~. " 



My name is Sam Kwashie Chapman and I am Acc ouhtant of th e CWE 
lCcra. I have not with me the letter of appointmE;nt I received 
'rom Mr. Annan, no r the further letter fr om Mr. Obuobi, but I can 
;et them. I agree that I have received them. I agree also that 
: received fur ther letters on December 16th and 22nd 1950, ref. 
)60/17E.H and unreferenced December 2nd and 3rd. 

I check the Cashier from time to time and am aware that he is 
10t to keep. amounts exceeding ':",100. When I am on duty I check the 
~ashier and I check him daily. The Auditors also check, but I refer 
:;0 CWE check. I check also cash and books daily, but on the 11th 
vlarch I 'checked the books ohly. The date I checked cash and books 
before this was March 3rd. I dUi not check between the 3rd and the 
11th December L Cashier was in town mo st of the time, and I was enf"aged 
, on payin~ acc oun ts. Before the 3rd I checked daily. It was only 
between tre 3rd and 11th I did not. 

On the third I d1 ec ked t he cash and it a greed with the books. 
I did not check f or the eight days between the 3rd and 11th becaus e 
I know the Cashier bal anced daily. I checked the books only as I 
know he goes to the Bank daily. 

I did not report to the Managing Secre tary on the 3rd the excess 
of cash, bec aus e I instru:: ted th e Cashier to pay in to Bank and be caus 8 

I have no suspici on of the Cash ier W1 0 has always bee neff ic ie nt • 
When I have been away he has kept amounts in excess of £.100 but I 
have not bothered him. 

I agree that the Establishment is only r esponsi ble f<Dr £100 in 
the event of anything happening and that the Cashier is responsible 
for excess of cash. I trus ted Addo but agree that the question of 
trusting him has nothing to do with his liability for excesses over 
£100. I agree that it was important that he kept only £100. 

I did not report the excess of £110 on the 3rd as I have no 
suspicion of the Cashier, and I told him to pay it into the Bank. 

I agree that I should check every day, and that there was excess 
on the 3rd, I should have che eked on the fourth, but I had that in the 
Cashier. It is t rue that apart from havi ng confidence in him I 
should have checked on the 4th. 

I did not check on the 5th, because the new cash book is not 
designed for a daily check. It could be balanced daily. Because 
I had confidence in him (Addo) I did not check until the 11th. The 
amount in the cash book was £700, but I did not check the cash. 

I think he accumulated the amount by his r eceipts of cheques, 
cash payments, etc., money is comine; in all the time. I think he 
got the £700 by accumulation between the 3rd and th e 11th. 
(Mr. Chapman was then shown the Cashier's stat ement Document $) 
I cannot say how I did not see that Addo had £1100 odd on the 11th 
without the cash book. I cannot say whether I can accept this figure 
without the cash book. I agree it does not reconcile with any 
statemen t but I did no t check the cash itself, only the books. 
(Mr.Chapman was then shown his own statellBnt of 17/3/52 Document 10) 

I agree tha t my instruc tions are to check the c ash and the cash 
book daily, and I agree that I said I checked it every day. I did not 
exclude the 3rd to 11th March on my statement and I have already 
explained why. The routine is to ch e ck the daily cash. 

Between the 3rd and the 11th March the books were not checked, 
and on the 11th, the book only. 

When the Cas hier reported that the place _h..ad.}bE(8fbproken int') I 
was shocked and went to s ee what had happened. ~1 do li'o~ know how 
anyone managed to R:et into the safe without breaking it except by 

means of a ke 



~ I 

" B/l1 

Wh e n it WIlli 1" ported to m(l that £11 00 wne Htolcn, r 
caah b<x>k ani .chocked. This was aft o r llome ontrta 
JIlad to enablLl the balanc to bo etruck. Tho ontri 

cfe by tho Caahier in th proaonoe of tho Polico. 
Allee co'uld not have been known othorwiso . 

Before the 3rd I always checked as I hAVO start d 

1,cok 
hn.vc 
a 

Th e 

checked the book together with tho cash. I did not a lways 
heck this way. Soma times I checked afta r two days be c aus e tho 
ashier had gone to the Bank. The longes t time 'WaS a day or two. 

I agree that a longer period cIa sed b otweon the 3rd a nd 
.lth March, but it was becaus 13 I trus t ed t he man. His entries 
.ad always been correct and the cash wa.' cU. wa ys ther e but I 
ldmit I ~nt wrong in not checking daily 0 

I think the daily check was orde T'sd . s o th"lt the position 
Ihould be known. I know it was left for eight days and I went 
\Tong though not checking daily at this time. 

I agree that apart from trusting the Cashier it is important 
:'0 know how much cash is on hand, and I have always done so. I 
:annot say why I did nQt JO It was a rnis take on my part. 

I agree that from a matter of interest it is the normal t hing 
~o know how much cash there 18. 
(D.R. (C) read last paragraph of document 10 which is a l e tter 
f'rom the Accountant t;. 0 the Managing Secretary 0 The paragraph 
is "I cannot tell you exactly \that the balances were from day 
e.o day, a ther than the declarat ion in my statement of March 14th") 

The Cashier showed me the cablegram because he wanted to 
ask permission to go to Accra. He .always tells me when he 1$ 
going to Accra. I agree that he went to Accra so often that 
checking was difficult. 

Some times he has gone to Accra with out me knOwing, but 
that has been \\hen he has been taken by Mr. Obuobi. At times 
he tells me he is gOing, but at· thes he ~es not . Sometimes he 
comes back and sometimes he does- not. 

I have read the s tatermnt on pages l,2, &- .3 a.tl4 agree that 
it is a true record. 

S.K.CHAPMAN ACCOUNTANT CWE (SGD.) S oK. Chapman 
•••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 

GoN .AlEMA DEPUT'f REG JS TRAR (C ~ • {~qI? : L q: l! : 1t~J!lZ: •. , .•• ',' 

W.H.SPARKES ASST.REGISTRAR (C) •• {~?~:!.~:~:~~~~~~ .....• 



"B/12 

~~MENT MAp~y MR. B,A.AKU~~~IL.1952 
your name? My name is n niemin Awuku Akuffo. 
your employment'? I am 'mploying as a donpl"ltchin{~ clt:rk in the 

ever l('lcked the Strong Room? Yes. 
how many occasions? Twice. 

asked you to do it first time? The Cash lor'. 
second time? The Cashier. 
Mr. Parker? No. 

CWE. 

s the Cashier ask other people? Yes, he has asked Mr. Danquah. 
others beside Danquah? Yes Mr. Okai. 

e? I don't know. 
On the second oc casion W3.S it the 12th? j'Jo tha.t was the third 
occasion. 
So you were asked three times? Yes. 
The third and the last occasion was on the 12th? Ye s. 
You were asked to lock the padlock? Yes. 
And you locked one? Yes. 
Which one? I don't - know. 
Who was tm re Wl en you ~re asked? No one. 
Who was there ~hen you locked it? Mr. Chapman junior saw me 
Were there any other peopl e in the building? Althou@1 there was the 
Watchman, the Cashier, Ch aprmn junior and me. 
How do you know that there were only these four? The others were 
already on the truck. 
Waiting? Yes. 
Chapman junior was there when you locked? Yes he came in for 
something and saw me lecking. 
Wha t did he do aft e rwards? He went to t he truck. 
What did you do after you had locked? I went to the truck 
Who was left in the building? The Cashier and th e Watchman. , 
When you went to the lorry were the Cashier and the Watchman in the 
sarne room? No the Watchman was locking up the Offices. 
Wha t did you do after you had locked the padlock? I went to the 
IC'rry ard waited, 
How long wer~ you on the lorry before the Cashi er came? About three 
minutes. 
He didn't come with you? 
was comin g today. 
Who? Mr. Boateng. 

No). serne people were asking if th e Cashier 

Where W3.s Mr. Parker When asked the Cashier asked you to lock? 
He had gone. 
He had left one lock and g one home? Yes. 
You carne in next morning? Yes. 
~~ether with everyone else on the lorry? Yes. 

WiLtl opaned-the office door? When I caIre to the Off ic e Podoe and 
Agyeman were in. 
Where was the Cashier then? I don't know. 
Were the locks open? When we carrE into the Ot'fice and started 
working, the Cashier carne i' .a:d said that the pa~locks were open. 
Did he go t. his Of'f:lce first? I don't knO'w. 
Hew many of you ~re in the On'lee Wlen he ca!Tl8 in? Thre e 
What happened? He came in and to ld me the padlocks were unlocked. 
Did he address the rel113.rk to you alone? No, to us all. 
When you ca!Tl8 in could you see the padlocks on? I didn't notice 
anything. 
Did the Cashier use the key at all? I don't know, becatEe I do not 
work in the same Office as the Strong Room. 
Were you about to go when the Cashier called? Yes. 
Were these two padlocks on when you ~~re called? I only saw one 
hanging. 
Not two? No ::>nly or:."2. 
You pressed. the IJA.dlo.:::1.: to lock it? Yes. 
Where was t..l-te oc!1.er padlock? When he called. me U-.8 CCh2:r' padlock 
was in <LTJ...rJ. 1 v.cs g:j.ven on e. I did no t test t:n o;:.e already on to ce) 

it wat:; closed~ 
I went to the truck. 

the above ani agree that it is a t~'ue stat,Grom t 
'!\t!'_~t"~ .... A'lCHING CLERK B.A.Akuffo. 

G. N • Alema • 
W .. H.Sparkes. 



~EMENT MADE BY MR. W.C.OKAI 2ND APRIL,1952 

'hat is your name? Wilfred Colley Okai. 
lha t is your app ointment? Distr ibution CWE and Sti3.t ione ry Stockkeeper 
'our Office is next to Mr. Parker's? Yes. 
~he Strong Room is in it? Yes. 
iave you ever locke d it? Yes. 
-low many times have you locked it? I can't remenber. 
-1any tim es? Yes. 
ho are the people who asked you to lock it? Mr. Parker. 
o one else? I can It remember. 
s this a gener al order? No it is a verbal. 
id he tell you to do so every day? Yes. 
o you sometimes get specific order from someone else? Yes, The 
ashi er has asked me on some occ asion s. 
ow many? I don't think more than five. 
hy doe s he ask you? Sometimes he leaves before we close, and he 

asks me to lock. 
Has he ever closed at the same time? Very rarely, but he has 
some times. 
When he closes at the same time has he asked you to lock? No, when 
we closed together I can't remember but I think he has not asked 
When you lock, which padlock do you lock? The new one 
And the old one? It belongs to the Cashier. 
So you tell your padlock by the age or look? Yes. 
Doe s Mr. Parker tell you to lock? Yes. 
Do you get the key from him? No it is a self locker. 
Who opens Mr. ParkEr's padlock? The Cashier. 
No one else? No. 
How do you ensu.re Mr. Parker's padlock is closed? I pull it. 
Does Mr. Parker lock it? Rarely, but I dont know. On the days I am 
in I always lock it. 
Were you in on the 13th? Yes. 
Was the Cash ier on the truck? No. 
When the truck reached the CWE, had the Cashier arrived? No. 
When you arrived did you go to the Office? Yes we go there to put 
our signat ures in the book. 
Was the Cashier there? I did not go straight to the Office. 
And when you went to the Offic e was anyone t here? Yes. 
Was Addo there? No I met him in the corridor. I : was talking with 
Quaye in front of the wholesale \\hen Mr. Obuobi, Mr. Parker and the 
Cashier arr ived. The alarm was rais ed jus t after. 
Does Addo usually ride on the truck? Yes. 

I have read the statement overleaf and agree that it is a true record. 

W.C.OKAI DISTRIBUTION CLERK CWE (SGD.) W.C,Okai 

G.N .ALEMA DEPUTY REGISTRAR, (C) (SGD.) G.N .Alema 
W.H.SPARKES ASST.REGISTRAR,(C) (SGD.) W.H.Sparkes 

FURTHER STATEMEN T 
Why did you not lock the padlock on the 12th? I was coming from the 
Wholesale to do, so when I me t Akuff 0 who said h e had locked on the 
Cashier's instructions. He did not say why. 
Where was the Cashier~ I dont know. 
How long was it before the Cashier come after you had boarded the 
truck? A long time but I dont know in minutes. Lon ge r than usual 
about five minutes. 
Did anyone comp+ain? We usually complain when someone stays late ' 
and keeps us waiting. It was a general topic and we were ur~ing the 
driver to move on. At that time we didn't know it was the Cashier 
until he finally came. 
According to your opinion you thought he had b ee n too lon~? Yes. 
Was he carrying his bag? Yes. 

I have read the above statement and agree that it is a true record. 

W.C.Okai G.N.Alerna W.Hugh Sparkes 



\ tlnlh )', 11\('1llb\~~ wlwth'r r. 'If.Jl..)nt homu bf,ro r o Lbo tr1Jck 1 r:i.'t 
12 til 1'-1.';\.'( h • 

w hI thul' T w nt In th > CrtI' or tho truck. 
k - h p:Hilocl- On thu J2th. I was Inmy Offioe 

u bj W,' in hi,. 't cl id not know Akuffo }-,ad locked until 
d t t dny. lIo said that the Cashier had given him 

I dirl not chock the lock.s. 
on th\.. truck, but I dont know if anyone was in the 
had cPnc. Somc'vimes Addo reminds Okai t a shut the 
day he called Akuffo. I dont know which lock was 
Addo locked his own. 

On th<.! morning of the 13th I hi'id the key to my padlock. I 
ep it on a bunch J,n my pockeL:, taking it home and bringing it back 

lth me. 

On tht. 13th, Addo came with Mr.Obuobi to my house to call for 
_. He has only come with Mr. Obuobi once or twice befor e. When 
.., ot her\.;; I f!jlve him the key in the normal way Just , after I 
ad iVl n him the key Mr. Obuobi called for me and I was in his 
flflc u who n fl.ddc i nf or me d us. 

I do not know wha t his behaviour was like in the car, as he 
as sit t.ing in front. 

I have r~ad the above statemen t and agree that it is a true 
ecord. 

D.E.PARKE!{ SECR£T.~Y (SGD) Jno.Eben.Parkcr, 

-.N. ALEMA DEPUTY REGISTRAR. (C) (SGD) G.N.Alema 

.H.3PARKLS ASST.REGJSTRAR (C) (SGD) W.Hugh Sparkes. 



STATEMENT MADE BY MR.S.E.BOATENG 2ND i1PRIL,1952 

i you travel from the Airport in the lorry on the 12th March? Yes. 
oyou remember Akuffo coming to the lorry? No. 
r, tMt particular day did you grumble that the Cash i er 17...3pt you 
.ting? Yes, -Everyone was on the truck arrl we were wai ti ng for him, 
J we knew he was locking up we were waiting patiently. 
cyou frequently have to wait for him? Usually 'he goes first. 
" this the first day he went in your truck? Yes. 
}'; only day you can remember? Yes. 
nit ing itt 0 your memory alon e? Yes apart from Saturdays 
c ordin~ to you the Cashier was the last on the lorry? Yes. 
,-ween tre time Akuffo carre and the time the Cashier came how long 
:i yeu wait? I did not notice Akuffo coming. How I saw the Cashier 
$ that I was sit ting next to the stairs and saw him get on • 
.,n did he go in? About 2.25 or 2.30 
IN long did he spend in coming to the lorry? About five minutes. 
'3 re is your office? The Accounts Office. 

the day what happened, did the ,Cashier make an announcerent? We 
re aJ 1 at the Bus stop when the Cashier passed with Mr. Obuobi in 
e Stat ion wagg0n. 
o arrived first? I cant remember correctly as I did not come into 
e Office early. I came on the truck with the staff and when I 
me in the Cashier to ld me that some people had opened tne Safe. 
asked him if it had been opened with keys or force and he said no­
ree had been used • 
. 0 was the driver who took you all horr:e the day before? Naumann 

he her e? No he has g one to Bogosu. 

have read the ab'we statement and agree that it is a true record. 

lATENG 

N . ALEMA DEPUTY REGIS Tl~AR (C) 

• H.SPARKES ASST.REGISTRAR (C) 

(SGD.) BOATENG 

(.SGD.) G.N.ALEMA 

(SGD.) Vi.HUGH SPARKES • 



STATEMEN T M.ill,2LBY MR .R. L. DANOUAH 2ND IiPRIL,lgS2 

~t is your ~ame? Robert Lartey Danquah. 
What is your Jeb? Secretarial h.ssistaIt to Mr. Obuobi am Mr.Parke r 
You work in the room next to the Secretary? Yes. 
The Strong Room is there? Yes. 
Have you ever locked the StrongR.oom? No ne ver. 
who have you seen locking it? - Mr. Okai. 
who asked him? I d"'nt know. 
On the day before the trouble you all went home on the truck tOl""ether? 
Yes. 
Who was last on the truck? Mr. Addo 
Nas he s~me while? Yes. 
Was he carrying his bag? Yes. ' 
Did he delay you geing away? I didn I t take notic e. 
When you went te the Office next morning did y ou notice the Stronp 
Koorn unl.cked? No. - . 
I was there wi th Agyepeng and Okai when the Cashi er c arre in and 
he stood by my tabl e leoking at the locks and shout ed that someone 
has tampered with the lecks. I leaked behind a nd s ow that the 
locks were op ened ~ I to ld him that he should no t sheut beCflUSC h e 
may not have lecked the day before. 
Did he touch the locks? No he we nt to Mr.Obuobi and tvlr. Obuobi 
came with him. Mr. Obuobi ask ed him if he h a d locked and h e s a id 
dYes" he had l~cked on e and Akuffo had locked the other. Mr. Obuobi 
then asked then aske d Mr. Parker to~ll the Polic e . 

I have read the above and a gr ee that it is a true r ecord. 

K,L.DANQUAH 

C. H.ALEMA 

It I .H .SPARKES 

(SGD.) R . L. Danquah. 

(SGD.) G. N. Alema • 

(SGD.) W.Hug::h Sparkes. 



hat is your 
id you c amI? 
s.!ll3 be fol' 8 • 

full name? Maxwol1 Alfred Yeboah 
with tho tru:::k on the mornin~ of the Burglary? No, I 

nat did you do? I opened the doors and started swoeping. I had 
inish0 d sWuBpin g by quo. rtcr to Bight. At quartor past eight the 
ruck caml? 
hO was t he fir st in tha t room? The clar ks • 
hich? I dont know. 
hen you swept the room d:td you see the padlocks opened? I dont 
.now , I didn't look. 

: hnve read tho above and agree that it is a true record. 

o1.A. VEBOAH 

:i.N .rtLEMA 

J .H • .3F lUU(E S 

(SGD.) M.A.Yeboah 

(SGD.) C.N . Alema. 

(SGD.) W.Hugh Sparkes 
B/18 

STATEtvENT BY MR. E .H. Al'1~ASHI~ __ _ 2ND APRIL , 1952 

\'Iha t is your name? Aphraim HOPe Amegashie 
Did you come in on the truck on the 13th March? Yes. 
YO'l went straie;ht to the Office? Yes. 
When you got to the Off ic e' werG • ther e two padlocks on the Strong 
Kocm ·'oU dont know, I went to both the Office and too Accounts, 
When the Cashier caliB in you were in tl-te Office? No, in the 
Accoun ts • 
Have you ever locked the Strong Room? No . 

r have read t, he above state!l:l3 nt and agree t hat it is a true recard. 

E.H .AMEGASHIE (SGD.) E.H.Amegashie 

G.N . fllEMA (SGD.) G.N .Alema 

W. H. SFARKES (SGD.) W.Hugh Sparkes. 



What is your name? Adolphus Carl Naumann. 
What is your occupation? Lorry Driver for the C.W.E. 
Which lorry? AR 5781. 
Were you the Driver who took the clerks to Ac c ra on the day 
before the trouble? Yes. 
Was Mr. Addo in it? Yes 
When did he arrive? He is the one who came last when all the 
people were on the truck. 
Did he come alone? Yes. 
Were the people grumbling that he stayed too long? No 
VVho came before him? Nobody at his front, he came alone. 
Long after everyone or short,? 1Nhen the pe ople came in it was 
about four minutes before he came. I was movin~ before 
someone said he hadn't come. 
Who said it? I don't know but someone saw him coming. 
When he came wher e did he sit? I do n' t know ' 
Did he bring his bag? Yes 
Dc you often take him to Accra? I used to take him before we 
left 
Did he always carry his bag? Yes. 

I have read the above st~tement and agree that it is a true 
record 

A.C.NAUMANN 

G.N.ALEMA ( S GD) G. N . Alema 

'vV • H . SP ID"ZKES (SGD) 'if. Hugh Sparke s. 



liB/. .. 

STATEMSNT MADE BY MR.OBUOBI ON APRIL )RD 1959 

On the morning of the 13th March Addo did not report but 
ather rais ed the alarm. He rushed into my Office shouting that 
he locks had bee n opened. I then went to the Strong Room with 
[r.Parker and Addo am told everybody to l eave everything in place 
.nd sent for the Police. lNhile we were wait ing for the Poli ce I 
id some questioning. -

I asked Addo if he had sufficient money in the Safe overnight 
uri asked how much. He said fI Acons id e rable amount". I asked him 
Lf· he had locked the Safe and the Str Gn.g Ro om and he sai~ I1Yes" 
[ asked him who had he1 ped him and he said "Akuffo". 

I had Akuffo to my room and, questioned him. He said that he 
50ne to the truck but that he had forgotten his ' ·.::'? i1y Graphic" 
and went back for it. When he was there Addo aske d him to lock. 
I asked him (Akuffo) whether he was sure that the other lock was 
properly fastened and he saM he c ou1dn' t see. Wnen asked whether 
the lock he fastered was Mr.Parker's or Addo's, Akuffo said he 
didn't know, he was not sure. 

After that I asked Addo wha t was the precise amount in the 
Safe overnight. He stood for some time and then said"Substant :ia1" 
When I asked how rrruch over £100 he said he could not be sure. I 
then asked if' it was above £100 why he did not deposit it with 
the Bank before 3 p.m. on the previous day according to instructions 
and he said that the whole of the previous day he was confused. 

I asked MroParker whetl-Er he was sure of the condition of 
the locks before he went home on the 12th and he saM No. During 
further questioning Mr.Parker saM that he had delegated the 
duty of locking to Okai. 

The Police had been sent for, but did not arrive until after 
these interrogations. When they arrived they inspected the Strong 
Room door and removed the two padll')cks which they took for 
investigation. They then opened the Strong Room door and we all 
went in together. We discovered that the door of the Safe was 
open and that there were no marks of force on it. There was 
absolutely nothing in the Safe, but a few cheque s and accounting 
documents were scattered on the floor of the Strong Room. The cash 
book was not in the Strong Roem when VIle went in. 

The Police questioned me about the disposal of the keys for 
the Safe and Strong Room. I told t hem there were two padlocks for 
the St!'Dng Room and tha t Addo had both keys for one and that Mr. 
Parker had the one key for the other. For t he Safe it self there 
were two keys one of -which was kept at the Bank. The Police 
~hen asked me'to go to my room -while they interrogated Addo. 

After sometime they carre to me and said that on the face 
neither Safe nor Strong Room locks had been locked overnight. 
then asked me a question I had been anticipating - whether the 
duplicate safe key was in the Bank. I said "Yes" because I had 
phoned Mr. Ntim who assured me that it was. 

The Police asked me what was the maximum amount Addo was 
allowed to keep in the Safe at one time and I told them £.}OO. 
then said. that Addo had told them that he could keep up to any 
amount. I showed t hem the instruc tions I had iss·ued fu'1.d the 
Corporal asked me to attach a copy to my statement ""hich I d:L::i. 

of it 
They 

They 

To find the right amount of money in the Safe I fi skec1 Mr. 
ChapmaTJ. if he was aware of how much money was in the Saf e overnight. 
ani he sajd he did not know. I asked him to che (;k the books and 

nd out. The exact amount at the close of business on Mar~h 12th 
sajd the books v,ould have to be brought up to date that lS 

tai':"L. entries would have to be made, so heW)uld ask Addo t~ make 
is was necessary because he had seen vhe 



to be brough t to ace aunt. Then ho we nt to r~et the books entered 
and checked. Both ho ard Adelo said they coulcln't tell what the 
mnount WeW beforo the se e ntri os wore mado. The book 'tras r:iven 
to Adelo to l11c1ke the entries furl only after that r;o111d Chapman 
check. I/O found that l.1100:16:2d was missinp:. I dont knCM 
which entries wero made on the 13th for the 12th, because the 
Pol:.cu took tho Casl' Dook away. I could not ask AdrIa any more 
questions as the Polic e t,)ok him aHay, for fltrther (.juestionin!?:. 

I did not question Hr. Chapman or Mr. Parker' further. I 
did not tell !vIr. Parke r the .:mount invo Iv ed he was bei ng 
questioned by the Police when I told them. 

I think that Chapman and Parker realise th"lt they are 
accessory factors. P'1rker realises that it waf:. his duty to see 
tha t t.he place was locked. As regards Chapman, I tri ed to get 
him to be aware that his failure to make adequate checks was 
culpa ble off ence on his part. He got ann oyed anrl. said he did n' t 
check the> books between the 3rd and the 12 th becaus e he trus ted 
Addo. , ,Then asked him if he knew tha t he should .not keep more 
than 2100 overnight and he said I'Yes li • Then he got up of his 

accord and 'lalked out. 

I found .from questionin~ other people tha t Add 0 was the 
last to leave. Duri ng quest ioning Aku.ffo said he left Addo in 
the Office and when asked how long it v~S befole Addo came out 
to the truck he said about four minutes, 2nd that Addo was the 
last man to get on the truck. " hen a~,ked if " hen he was in the 
reom he noticed anythin ~ peculiar about Adda's behaviour, Akuffo 
said 'INo'i. He s3.id he ove rheard Boatt;!ng on the truck remarking 
tCl Addo that he shivering am feverish, and that he should see a 
Dectar. Akuffo said that rlddo told Boateng to stop crackin~ 
foolish jokeD. 

I believe the station "'aR'gon left beforE: the trud: about 
five minutes before the time t.he truck usually leaves. 

I have read the Clbove statement and agree that it is a true 
record. 

J. OBUODI 

G. N. ALEMA 

'N.H.SPARKES 

(SGD) J. Obuobi 

(SGD) G.N.Alema 

(SGD) W. Hugh Sparkes. 



of' thr C 
llt ry. Th 

d r\ t; d at th 
Th C, h:tcr hI'll.) not mll'l th( rlo'Juctlon 

n J nul',.y Ch ,"lpmNl mnd ll, P' titl on to tho Cr.)rnmi ttoo 
m th h ~ did not mok 0 d e;duction :1 n Df..)cr;.:mb<;.;r, 

kr d him n~t to. I a nqu 1ru r1 of Chi) pman c'lT1d h£­
wa t ru. H(J.'3. id thll t :1 n view of his pct1 tion 

n ut in, but not discussed by tho Committeo in 
fc..lt. tn:: d duction should not be mr'lde and hG (Chapman) 

n 11 y in rue t d th~ Cashior not to mal< c it. The Cl')nnnitt ce 
ntunlly r c ive tho petition but referred the m,'lttcr back 
staff sid ~ of tho staff Benefit Fund (The advanCE: was in 

ct tredical troatment) who agreed to make an ex-gratia paymer4:; 
tao. Th" Corrnnitt ee t hen decided tha t th e balance of £30 should 
paid at £10 p I' mf\nth from Fe1:ruary. 

The February deduc tion was made but in March Chapman came to 
me tl"l say he c auld not afford the March deduc tion of £10. I 

him I could do nothing without the Pres:ident 's authority so 
wrote to th0 President to say that he could not make ends ~eet. 

President th.:;n authorised the March deduction to be waived. 

I was not aware that Chapman had given the Cashier any 
rue tiens about paying him money. It carrE out in an· Audit 

ry tha. t he had drawn in advan: eat ransport allowance of £9. 
was authorised by Parker. It should not have been drawn until 

e em of the month. 

I dont know whethe I' I was in Accra at the time but I do 
know that it was done behind my back. In authorising the payment 
of advarc es Parker sometimes does it when I'm here, but he does it 
without my knowledge. For other payments he only authorises them 
when I am g.way. 

Mr. Parker can receive money f rom the Cashier without my 
knowledge becaus e he has been auth ori sing payments to himself. 
The only occasion I know of was that raised in an Audit query 
last month, when he took £10. 

Messrs • Chap man and Parker a re always in the habit of asking 
for advanc es a s you can:eee. I think the y a sk more freque ntly 
than any other members of the staff. In the case of Chapman he 
certainly does, and Parker follows a close second. They do not 
set a good example to the staff. 

Mr.Parker has not withheld deductions from his salary, as they 
were only rue f rom the end of March, and that dedtc t ion was made. 

When I arrived on the morning of the 13th March, there was no 
complaint of any of the doors being forced. I should explain that 
up to that date. The procedure was f or the day Watchman and the 
Messenger to lock all the windows and inside doors. The main door 
Was then locked and the key kept in the custody of the Watchman who 
sleeps on the do~rstep. When I came in the morning I asked the 
Watchman if anyone had called and he said "Noll. 

The keys of the Offices were left in the doors up to that 
date, but the mai n ent rance was lock ed with th e Watchman holdi ng the 
key. 

I have read t he above statement and agree that it is 0. true 

ord. 

(SGD.) J .Obuobi 

(SGD.) W.Hugh Sparkes. 



DOCUMEN:Ll. 

Ref,No~P.22!1043 

GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LIMITED 
_____ REGISTERED N.~0~o~5=20~ ___________________ __ 

'els. and Cables: 
COEST, ACCRA. 

:;.K. CHAPMAN, ESQ., 
A. C eRA. 

ar Sir, 

P.O. Box 906. 
Accra, Gold Coast. 
4th Au gus t, 1950. 

The Committee of the C.W.E. have decided to 
appt:1int you as Accountant to this Estab lishment 
with effect from the 5th Of August, 1950 , at a 
salary of £500 per annum. 

Your duties as Accountant comprise:-

(a) Responsibility for all counting house 
routine and the accounts of the C.W.E. 

(b) The issue of monthly s tateITBnts of accounts 
to the several societies and supplier s. 

(c) The preparation of the monthly balance eheet, 
which should be submi tted to the Managing 
Secretary by the 15th of eve F1 month. 

You will also bring to tne notice of the Managing 
Secretary every week the: 

(a) Position of the overdraft. 

(b) Debit balances of various societies 

(c) Checked bank charges including interest. 

You will check cash daily. 

Yours truly, 

(Sgdo) J .S.Annan 
PRESIDENT 

GOLD COAST CO_OPERATIVE WHOLESALE EST ABLISHMENT LTD. 



Airport, 
Ext.51. 

1525, 

16th December O. 

The Cash i er , 
Gold Coast C"Ioperative Wholesale Est .Ltd. , 

Accra. 

Dear Sir, 
Authority to incur expenditure 
and make payments of Cash . 

Th e following instructions c oncerning authority 
f')r making payments of cas h are issued for your futur e 
guidance and must carefully noted. . 

1. All authority to incur expenditure and make payments 
of cash out of funds hel d by you on behalf of the C.W . E • 
should be authorised by me and by nobody e lse. No document 
vvhich does not bear my authorisation and signature should be 
regarded as valid, cmd you wi 11 be held liabl e for payme nts 
of cash which ere not authorised by me as indic a ted above . 
VJhcneve I' I am aYlay from Accra authori ty will b e given to 
I1r. Parker in YJriting to approve expenditure up to limits to 
be set by me but il1ll1'Edia tely upon my return all documents on 
the strength of Yklich paymen ts have been made by you should 
be submitted to me for my approval. 

2. You should on no account make settlement of debts 
Owing by the C.W.E. to other cOl11ITll2rcial establ ishments by 
cash unless you are s 0 instructed. Excepti ons can be made 
in cases involv ing paymcn ts of undGr £1 but cha que s should 
always be us ed in making paymc:nts ab ove £10. 

3 . You should always endeavour to obtain s i('11'ltur e s 
ani/or thumbprints of payees on all c~sh p~ym0nt vouchers 
prcp:lred by you in support of p-1.yments . The column reserved 
for sign<3ture or thumbprint of payee should on no acc0unt be 
left blank, In lieu of this a receipt signed by the rocipirlll 
and attachl~d to the C.P.V. will be accepted. 

4. In future all dif'q'ltS fur Slgli:=tlcl1l'( by the Re/2"j,stt"lt' 
('\f C00p('ralc~iv'1 Societies or the Treasurer ~ljc..1l1rl be spnt tv 
AC'cra pur tht.: meSSellgPr, and you sll<..JUld so regnl '1I"io'-' :l Vll !' 

war k tha t you neC' d ~o to Accra to ma.ke paym 11 ts into tho 
ba.nk ute . only on three d~ys durinr, the week ,i. c ,on M0n~~ys, 
'vkdn.sd9.Ys and Fridays, and then only in the 'lfternoon, so 
th'1. t unnecessary trans port cmrg()s can bl. avoided . On the 
dayo 8h own you can it ave the Airport at 1.30 p.m. so as to U. 
in attl.;nianc at the b nk by Z oc?.ock . 

5. As soon ~s c~sh h Id ty you exceeds £100 at 3Jly one 
time an imrr. diat r port shoul be m:lde to "'!. • 

6 . Kindly ack nowlpdz r c ipt of th is 1 tt er. 

Y('ur", r-'ithfully, 

([' d.) J.O t: I 
MA' ,fa l'G -.lEC I • [iJJ..Y , 

GOIL C ~T C OF TNt. fDU~A!..E E~I' Lr1i H xr ~~ID . 

J 
~ :- Acc~unt~nt, CWE, 

cretar}" 
• .r. . .3. Accr • 
•• • C .::H AC'l:r_. 



DOCU.ME NT 3 

THE GOLD COAST COOPERATIV E WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LTD. 

II 

.' 

8. 
'f' 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Registered No.520. 
--------------------------~-----------------------~~---

(Amplification of my 0.60/1781 of 16th December, 1950) 

The following instructions are issued for strict compliance 
by all concerne d. 
No payment of cash s hall be made or expenditure incurred 
without prior consent in vJriting~ 
All p~ments of £10 and over shall be by cheque, with the 
except~on of wages and salarie s wh ich s hall be paid in 
cash. 
Payment of casual and daily paid .staff shall be made on a 
sheet showing names, rate of pay, period worked and total 
paid. Payees will thumbprint and Government Staff will 
witness payments. This applies to payment of warehouse 
staff, and labour engaged for work on Accra Beach. The re 
are two Government Off ic ers spe cially scheduled f or the 
supervisi on of this work. 
Payment of monthly paid staff will be made in the prescribed 
record book. 
All claims for payment supported by the necessary documents 
will, after having been authorised for payment by me in 
writing, pass to the Accountant, who will issue the 
necessary instructions for payment to the Cashier. All 
such authorities and supporting documents will be cancelled 
by the Cashier as soon as payment has been made in respect 
of them. 
The Secretary will prepare a staterre nt dur ing the course of 
each Committ ee, Sub Committ ee or Gener al Meeting, vvhich 
will show the names of each claimant attending, his claims 
for travelling, detention allowance, and other incidental 
expenses. Totals will also be shown. The staterrent will 
be laid before the meeting during its discussion of HAny 
other business 11, and after approval will be signed by the 
Chairman. A note of the amount so authorised to be paid, 
in total only, will be included in the minutes. A similar 
staterr:e nt will also be pre pared in respect of any claims made 
by paid staff of the C.W.E. in connection with the meeting, 
anci will be approv ed and recc:r ded in the same manner. 
Cash Payment Vouchers will be prepared in respect of each 
payment and the three spaces for signatures completed. 
Where a payment is supported by a proper receipt from the 
Payee, this may be attached, and the space IiPayee" e morsed 
see attacre d receipt". Witness space will always be 
completed, and where possible the signatures of Gov e rmrent 
Officers should be obtained as witness of payments. Und er 
Departmental Instructions no Government Officer of the 
Department of Cooperation is permi tted to sign a Payment 
Voucher as a Payee, or on behalf of a Payee. 
All documents in support of claims for payment of Carriage 
of Goods will require the countersignature of a Gov e rnment 
Officer before I shall be prepared to authorise their 
payment. 
All completed Payment Voucher Books will be numbered 
serially during each financial year, and will be k ep t 
locked up by the Cashier. 
The Cashier will be held personally responsible for any 
payments made ..m.ich are not in accordanc e with these 
ins tru:: t:t ons • 
In the absenc e of the Accountant, the Se nior Book Keeper 
will emorse documents already authorised by me, and in 
my absence from the C.W.E. the Secretary may authorise 
expenditure provided such authorisation is countersirmeci 
by a Senior Officer of t he Department of Cooper ation and i.8 
referred to me far my confirmation on my return to the eWE, 



13. All purchases of stationery will first be entered 
in stationery stock book from Wiich issues will be 
made on signature. 

14. Payments of cash into Bank will be made by the 
Cashier in accordarc e with Byelaw 29( g) which 
reads I If He shall pay into the approved Bank befor e 3 p.m. 
on each day all bal anc es in excess of £100 11 • Pay ing~in 
slips will be init .ialled by the Accountant, or in 
his abserce as provided in para · 12 above. 

15. The Cooperative Bank Will send a statement of account 
up to the close of bus ine ss each Friday, and this I 
countersigned by the Accountant and the Government 
Officer supervising the Cash Book will be presented 
to me each Wedne sday endorsed with a reconci liation 
statement. 

Yours fait hfu ll·y, 

(Sgd.) 3.0BUOBI 

. , 
MANAGING SECRETARY 

GOLD COAST COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LTD. 

Copies to:- The ~ccountant 
The Treasurer 
The Secretary 

22nd December 1950. 

The Wholesale -Keeper · 
The Beach Cl erk 
The Assistant . Regis trar (Consumer s ) 
The Ass istant Regis trar - Audit. 
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lli&~....1t 

C.W .E. PAYMENTS INTO BANK 

------ FOLIO IE CHEQUES 

: Dec. 4 II 

II 1$ II 

Jan. 7 II 

1\ 15 Ii 

II 31 II 

Feb.14 
11 1$ Cash 
il 20 iT 

" 29 
" 29 

Mar. 3 

" 15 " . " . 

II 19 
!I 20 
II 21 

" 22 

SLIP 

S2524 

S2526 
S2527 
S2528 

2529 
2530 
2531 
2533 
2532 

2534 
10201 
10202 
10203 
10204 
10205 

(SGD. ) 

ANOUNr 

30 £ 300: -. -
32 704:16: 2 

34 £625:16:6 
36 1349: 1: -
3$ 881: 7: 3 

40 £ 625;12: -
40 260: -: -
41 200: -. -
43 642: -: -
43 793:17: 8 

43 £1366: 17:' 6 
45 692: 10: 3 
45 207: $: 1 
46 6:14: 3 
46 356: 6: 9 
46 3 00 : .....::..L=-

K.B.NTIM 
SECRETARY 

G.C .C.B .LTD ... 
25/3/52. 

IIB/ 

£1,004:16:2d 

£2,856 : 4:9d 

£2,521: 9: $d 

£2 , 929 : 16 : 10d 

£q.~12:....1: 5d 
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QQ.£UMENT 2-

GOLD COAST C OOPlli. ATlV E WHOLESl\LE ESTABLISH MENT LTD. 

Airport 
Ext.5l 

P .0. Box 1525, 
ACCRA, 

ef~3!16$3 
Gold Coast. 

7th Decemb er,1950 • 

Mr • J • P • E • Par ke r , 
Gold Coast Coope rative 
P • O. Box 1525, 

Whqlesale Est.Ltd., 

Accra. 

Dea.r Sir, 
. , 
• 

The General Meeting of the Cooperative Wholesale 
Establishroont held at Kumasi on Saturday the 25th November 
1950 has decided to offer you the post of Secretary to the 
Gold Coast Coope rative 1tVbolesale Establishmen t Limited 
with effect from the 1st December, 1950. Your schedule 
of duties will be as follows:-

(a) Correspondenc e between th e C. W. E. and 
Consumers Societies, the Gold Coast Cooperative 
Bank, the Gold Coast Cooperative Marketing 
Association, the :)epartme nt 0 f Coope ration, . 
local comme rcial establishments and other 
departme nts. 

(b) Routine correspondence between the C. l,v .E. and 
overseas tradi ng conc er ns, and establishme nt 
of Documentary Cr2dits. 

(c) l~ecording of minute s at all General, Sub­
Committee Meetings of the C.W.E. and the 
circulation of the same. 

(d) Generally to assis t t re Managing Secretary 
in th e disch.arge of his d ut ies. 

Your salary will be f,300 per annum arrl this will be 
subject to review from year to year. This salary will be 
subject to the usml deduct';on or 5% heine: contrib1ltion 
towards Provident Fund. 

I should be grateful if you would 1 et me :know as 
early as possible vheth er this ar:pointment is acceptable to 
YvU f'U the terras indicated. 

Yours truly, 

( S gd.) J. S • ANN AN 
PRESIDENT 

GOLD COAS T COOPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT 
LTD. 



10 'L 

DOC mfrn T 6, 
IIB/ 

The Managing Secretary, 
C.W.E. Ltd" 

Accra. 

Thro' The Secretary: 

Sir, 

R,L. DANQUAH, 
P .0 • BO X NO .1525, 

ACCRA. 
21st May, 1951. 

The attached was a tele gram I received from my fathe r 
yesterday and as I cannot pull em.s meet with this mont h'S 
salary, I find it difficult to - do the wishes of the telegram 
which. must be done by all means and at all costs. 

r am therefore begging that my salary for June be paid 
to me in the ferm of an advance payable in two monthly 
instalments, 

M,S. , 

Hoping to have your sympathy on this matter, 

I beg to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd.) R.L. Danquah. 

(2 ) 

This is a matter in \\hich I am prepared to show every 
sympa thy in a pract ic al manner. Danquah tells me that marriage 
wi th the young 1 ady, \\ho has ju st been delivered of a child 
is impossi bl e arrl he has been called upon to pay her off. But 
the question is: "Can advanc es to staff be paid on th e basis of 
his paragraph 2?" If the Committee"s approval is required to the 
prin ciple we have no option "but to refus e as I cannot support it 
as a general affair. If, on the other hand, it could be treated 
as a managerial proceeding I \\lOuld reconnnend that the advance be 
granted in this partic ular instance. 

(3 ) 

(Sgd) J.D.E. Parker 
Secretary 25/5/51. 

Sec., 
I have spoken to Mr. Danquah. I agreeto give him a month's 

advance of salary payable at the end of Jun e 1951; at the 
beginning 6f July I am PI" €pared to consider an advance of a 
third of his salary payable em. of July. Usual application to 
be submitted fC?r my approval. 

(Sgd.) J.Obuobi 
26/5/51 



Me. nrt.. cr, tllr'Y, 
W. E. Ltd., 

P •• 00 , 
Ace t A. 

1r, 

I 

H fI Y-. I <1 '] , 
(t" old r' 

Col .il . t . 
f('J0r:l. 

1 ~t...h l)c(~()mb'JT', 1950. 

Au'rHO RI TY TO INCUR EX PEND ITURE AN D 
M}\ KE P AYM r:NTS OF CASH 

--------~-------..------
uf r<J1ce your letter 0.60/1781 dated 16th December,19:P, 

:lst"uct.1n me on how to deal with the above, I herewi t h ack-
:M'lod~o receipt. 

Your s fa i t hf ull y , 

(Sgd.) Ben K.Addo. 



£ 96: -: - I r cmemb er t.J-:GS C figur'3s 
3: 3: - in my c ash Doc ~<:. 

125: -. -
34: 9: 2 

100: -. - Mon e y r e c eived from 
260: -. -
102: -: - 3rd to 10th March 
300: -: - '52 

4: 6: -
B. K. Addo 
~ Sgd. ) 

, 



R port on Inc iden t - At the Airport CWE 
2L~LllitL!1Al'<C h 1..9.5.& 

IIB/. ' 

I, THE tCCOUNTAN T, of th e Co-op era ti ve Wholesale Establia hnent 
do hereby d ecllra that I h ave checked as a routi ne of my w:>r k, 
th e Cash Dook 0 f th e Caallier, Mr. B. K .Addo on t he 11th March 
and found awroxnately £700 as cash balance on Hand. I issued 
the necessary instructions to him to have the money banked. As 
I carry no .atspic ion on him and knowinr.; quit e well that he is 
conversant with his day to day duties. I did not have the 
slightest thought of anything that may happen. On the 12th 
instant just at the time of checking him he came and showed 
me a cablegram to New York W1ich he intends despatching. I 
agreed and he left. The follOWing morning when I came I was 
told there was a burglary, 

Sgd. S.K. Chapman 
14/3/52. 



Managinr; Secretary, 
C • W • E. Ltd., 
.&I~~ 

S.K.Ch'lpmnn, 
C. 'IV.r; .l,f,(1. , 

ACe RA.. 
J. 7 ~ L 11p r ~ 1 i , ::. 9 52 • 

In r8p Jy to your 1 et tor 0.86/771 0 f 15th March 

I have to explain that subject to the new system 

of cash Book introd ~ ed for wh ich yr." are in the know 

bafor e introduc tion, daily rec,?rd 0 f cotsh balanc es are 

not recorded in th e Cash Book other th an monthly. En tri es 

inc luding cash a re check Ed daily, and agreed wi th cash book. 

I cannot tell you exactly what the balances war G 

from day to day, otrer than the declaration in my statement 

of 14th March. 

(Sgd.) S. K .Cha pnan 
ACCOUNT ANT-CWE. 



ANALYSIS OF CASH BOOK BALANCES 

__ P_ERIOD +_-_~ __ BALmCE_ I CASH ____ I_CHEQUES _+ 
~/ 51 I £l59 .16. 4d I £159 .16. 4d l - I 

31/ 5/ 'Sl I 392. O. 4 I 211.14.10 1£180. 5. 6d I 
30/6/ 51 :1' 523.6.7. I 363.12.5 1159.14.2 I 
31 / ? / 51 ' 339.14. 8. I 133.14. $. I 206. 0 0 o. I 
"1/8/5l ! 192. l.11. I 192. l.11. I I 
30/9/51 I 309.12.10. I 309012.10 0 I 
31/10 /51 167. 5. 4. I 187. 5. 4. ! 

30/ll/51 

31/12/51 

31/1/52 

29/2/52 

13 52 

727.1$.6. I Not ana lys ed I 
828.19. 6. 203. 3. o. I 625.16. 6. 

234.10.10. Not analys ed I 
210. 3. 4. Not analys ed ~I 

139"1.18. 2. I Not analys ed 1<: I 
------------------------'----

EXCESS CASH 

£ 59.16. 4d 

111.14.10 

263.12. 5. 

33.14. 8. 

92.1.11. 

209.12.10 

87. 5. 4. 
I 

I 
103. 3. o. I 

I 

TOT AL EXCESS I 
I 

£59.16. 4.d I 
292. o. 4. I 
423. 6. '7. I 
239.14. 8. 

92. 1.ll. 

209.12.10. 

$7. 5. 4. 

627.1$. 6. 

72EL19. 6. 

134. 10 • 10 • I I 
I I 110. 3. 4. I 

~ ___ J 1291.18. 

lE - . 
Q Kane's Analysis Cash £,166. 3. 4. 

I.OoU. 40. O. O. 
Chcqu~~ s 

VOs 
Dofic it. 

£.101. O. Od, 
100. O. Ode 

1190 r 1$ t 202-
£1391.~e~ 2d_ 

Other Advances -1t!.-0. 0.0_ 
_ ~?!2.t- 3 ~ _.!!:. 





ENQU IR,Y i[NT 0 THE ALLEGED RO BBE1U OF 
AN AMOUNT 0 F £1,190. 18. 2d PROM THE SAFE 
OF THE C,\!,.E_. OtI-12.11L.TO llTII--1iARCH,l2,.Sg 

I with the assistance of Mr. Sparkes, Assistant 
Registrar (Consumers) have enquired into the case of 
the alleged disappearance of the aTmunt of £1,190.18.2d 
from the safe of the Co-operative vilholesale Establishment 
at the Airport. 

2. On the 13th of March at :',about 8.30 a.m. 
Mr. Add 0 the Cashier gave an alarm that th e two padlocks 
of the strong room had been opened, Mr. Addo rep:l rted 
the ineid en t to Mr. Obuobi W10 in t urn reported this 
to the polie e imrnediat ely. The police arrived and found 
the strong room door in the con :~_it ~_,) ;, as was reported. 
The strong room was trep opened and the safe was also found 
unlocked and opened and all t he contents cleared. 
Mr. Add 0 was th Ell asked to state Wla t t 1:1e content s of the 
safe might be. He said he could not tell. !vir.Obuobi 
further encpired from him whether it exceeded £100., 
He replied that tro amount very much exceeded £HOO. As 
to v.by he d:irl not take this alleged heavy sum to the 
bank, Add'o ~aid he was confused and did not know \\hat 
he]d him back. h'hen the Managing Secretary enquired 
from Mr. Chapman (the Accountant) whether he was aware 
of what sum of money had disappeared he sai d he was 
unaware and this could only be verified after the 
cashier had comple t cd his entries in the Cash Book. 
The Cashier 'NaS then asked to complete making his entries 
and after the Cash Book had been checked it was found 
th at the amount alleged to have disappeared was 
£1,190 .18.2d. 

3. On the 11th, however, Mr. Chapman had checked 
th e Cash Book and, found that th e Cashier's ba lance in 
hand, according to the Cash Book, was £700. It would 
be relevant to note that on the 3rd March the Cash Book 
was crocked and the Cashie r's book balance in hand was 
£210 and that the next date Cashier was checked (7 days 
after) the Cashier's ba Jance in hand ace ording to his 
book was £700. On both occasions th e Accountant did 
not check the act ua.l Cash in th e safe but, on both 
occasions he advised the Cashie r to take his monies or 
cash excess of £100 to deposit in tre ba.nk. On the 
4th and 12th the Acc'ountant did not choose to 
check the Cashie r to find out meth e r his instructions 
had not been carri e d out. As between the 11th and 12th 
a furthe r anount of 2 490 was all eged by the Cashie r as 
have be En paid in to him. fut by \\hom he could not say • 

. The amount of £490 is too larg e to have been normally 
depos i ted on one day by any on e or more soc leti es, in 
any case t he cashier should be in position to reme mbe r 
who made the payment or payments but, he would not 
rememb er. The cashier stated at t he investigation that 
actually h e had accumulated the amount of £1,190.l8,2d 
in 6 days. How he managed to accomp lish this was made 
in two conflictin'T stat em Eil t s as per evidenc e att ache d. 
On the 12th at closin~ time after most of the e nploye es 
had taken too ir s e ats in t he lorry, Akuffo r e turned to 
the office to tak e his ' Daily Graphic' which he had 
for p;otten; the Cashi e r who vas th e only e mploy e e 
lagging behind in th e pr e mises r e qu este d Akuff o to 
lock one of th e padlocks, vrhieh ace ordin g to Akuffo was 
handed to him by the Cashier, this h e locked and left 
th e office to tak e his seat in tm lorry. After h e had 
till< en his seat, th e Cashier, acc 0 rUing to corroborated 
evid2nC 2 b y Nuaman, the driver, Doateng, an accounts 
cle rk, 3.nd Yeboah, d:id not board the lorry till 4 or 
5 ~inutes which provoked most of the employees sitting 
in the lorry AR.5781. When th3 CashiE:r boarded tm lorry 



B/ 

it woul d appear that he vvas v e ry muc h exci ted arrl Boat e n g 
1Nh0 sat by him had to r emark that it would awe a r he vJaS 

feverish.and should see the doctor. Th e Cashier admitted 
during the e nquiry that hewas liable for the loss of 
the sum of £1,190.18.2d alleged to hav e bG en stolen. 
But all accounts had made it cl ear that no one saw the 
Cashier locking tre strong room. Akuffo locked one 
of the padlocks but lAhich padlock? The next day the 
padlocks of the strong room wer e a 11 found opened. The 
safe was also found opened. The Cashi e r admitted that no 
one 'could have opened these locks unles s the possessor 
of these keys. It is impossibl e for any robber to have 
acquired the keys of both the padlocks am the safe key. 
There was no doubt th3.t Addo asked Akuffo to lock a 
padlock and that Akuffo_ locked it. But there is no 
evidence that Addo locked the other padlock. If Addo 
were genuine he could have locked the other padlock at 
the saIre time as Akuffo was locking his, in order to 
clear any doubt that Addo played i Cha irs I with the 
padlocks in the int erests of good bu sin ess. It was only 
Mr. Add 0 INh 0 had th e key to the safe apart from the dupli­
cate in the hands of the Co-Operative Bank. What kept 
Addo back as long as four minu tes after all had boarded 
the lorry? Mr. Addo cannot escape r e sponsibility for 
the disappearance of the contents of the safe. 

4. Accordin g to Addo' s own evidence which was 
corraborated by till Managing Secretary, Mr. Obuobi, he 
constantly reported to the ManagingSecretary his cash 
position but, betwee n the 3rd and the 12th he d ill. not 
make any such report because actually ther e was no 
ne ed to make any report to him, the Managing Secretary, 
as during this material period th e 1Aholesale vvas pI" e­
paring to take stoc ks and had stopped is suing goods to 
all societies including Cash Societies. If Addo had 
received any money at all during this period it might 
have been a very small amount and , nothing near £200. 
Yet he gave evidence that he had accumulated during 
thi s period 3rd March to 32th March about £1,300 or 
£1,126 or £1,190 or thereabouts a figur:e which he kept 
on vacillating ab out. Actually Addo had not so much cash 
in th e safe bu thad ra the r ace umulated financi al state­
ments as a reserve ready to present or enter up in his 
cash book in case of ne ed to make good any defici ts ... 

5. Mr.Addo's errors were so mRny and so obvious 
. ~.s. to make him bl.9mpwol'UlY in all r e spec:ts. Also 
d e Borvlne; ,i f hLu112, though not to the same extent, vvel~e 

' Parke r and the Accountant, both of 1jo7110111 by negl e cting 
that \<.hich it was their pru-po r uuty to do, contributed 
largely to the loss finally suffered by the Coope rative 
Wholesale Establishment. Parker 1Aho had been charged 
wi th respons ioility fer loc king and unlocking one of 
the padlocks of the strong room entrusted to him we akly 

.Burro'endered that responsibilit y to his subordinates. 
The Act":<':>1mt.;:tnt, contrary to bye-law 29 (G), neglected to 
-::tJ(h:k t~ho r.'Jslt r L,~ ts l )r.-n lr ,';Inti c.rlsh ho.1.d in p:s rl.9.ily. 



Parker and the Accountant admitted in thejr 
enoe that they had shirl<ed t113 respons1:bi1ities 

trusted to them and thereby betrayed th et,"Confiden<t.e 
osed in them. Chapman, th e Accountant, was exc1us ive1y 

sponsib1e in helping Addo to pJay \'Jith ~is accounts as 
did. Chapman in his evidence. said. on the 3rd and 11th 
checked the books of the cashier and. ~-u:ivised him to 

ake to the bank his cash in hand ove r and above £100 
It was his duty to find out whethe r tIle cashie r had taken 
his instructions or not. Moreover it. -:J)3.0 his duty to 
check th e cashier's pay in slip da i1y wh i CJ.'1 should always 
reveal what amounts t 113 cashier had de posited in the bank. 

The bank statement W1.ich the Co-ope rative Bank tendered 
in evidence clearly indicated that on the 10th and 11th 
March, Addo went to the Bank and deposited cheques to the 
value of £384 and £2CO respectively. If Addo had as 
much as was all eged he had in the safe 'Why did he not 
deposit this? The accountant should have checked. his pay 
in slip and initialed this' to be sur'e of Addo's activities 
in the interest of good business, but th.i.s he neglected 
because, according to his evidence, he tl"-usted Addo so 
much. 

In c anc1us ion, it is clear that Addo had not 
all that mone y in the safe as was all eged he had arrl was 
able to stage his pretext about a financ:fa1 pos it ion 
whic h did not exist, chiefly due to the weakness and 
irl'espons ibi1ity of the Acc ountan t. It ",'as not true 
that al'W'one else possessing th e keys of the strong room 
and the safe entered the building, cpened the stror.g room 
and the safe and emptied the safe. The wat.:6hman who 
kept the key of the building said the key was in his 
po ssess ion till the next morning and th e door was not 
forced. If only Parker had not entrusted his responsibi­
lity to his subordinates the pretext might not have taken 
place. 

(Sgd.) G.N.Alema 
DEPUTY REGISTRAR (CONSUMERS). 

Apr 11, 1952. 

• 
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authority ,:,ivon by Saetion ~ of tJ)( .. CO-opol"'nt1vo 

Ordinanco No. 15 of 1937, I h€lreby refer for the 

CO .jTA GEORGE JOANN IDES , •••• . . . . . .............. 
•• ' .• A "S T • REGISTi{AR OF CO-OPERATIVE g) CIETIES .............. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .............................. .. 

the dispute Vlhich has arisen b8tween~ ....• THE • 

• GOLD COAST C O-OPE ,U\ TIVE W10LESALE E.3TABLISHME Nf ,LTD .~EGt • 

• NO.520 AND MK.3.K. ADD 0 , CONCE RNIN G TH E D ISAPPEA1=(Al.T:~ E OF THE • 

• SUM OF £1,190. 18. 2d(ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNI1~ED AND NIN.81Y FOm{.) 

.EIGHTEEN SBILLINGS AND TWOPENCE) ••• FROM THE SAFE OF 'lliE C. T.E • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . . ' ,' ... , ......... " ... . 
• • • • • • • • •• • • • • •• • • •• • • •• • • • • ~ •••••• 0 •••• " ; ' •••••• , •••••• ~ •••• ~ ..... 

.. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . ... . .. . " .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . ........ . 
. • • • . • • • • , •• • a' • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••. ....... 

. " .. . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . ....................... . 
. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . . .. . . ....... ' .. . .. .. . " .. . .. . . .. . ... . ......... ( 

• • • • •• • • • • " • • • • • • • •• •• ' . t , •• ,. • • ••• • • • •• •• •• •• •• • • • • •• • •• • •• ••• • •• • 

· . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. .. ... . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . .. . . ... ... . . . .. . . . ..... 
.. . . . . . .. . ..................... ~ .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . ., .... _ .......... . 

-- ... ---......... ~. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . ... . .. . .................. . 
• .. . . .. .. .. . ..... .. .. . .. . .. . . ... .. ' .. '.- . . . .. .. . ..... 

· ......................... . . . . . . . . . .. . ................ - ... . 
. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . ..... .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . . . .. ' . ... ' .. .. .... 

the attach ed applic at ion has been r.1?.(1:; in ,! l"'cgal"'din !-: whi en 

nIT to me in accordarce with Section 144 of the Orrlin-.tlC 

J.L.::L ;"llil{CH , •••••• 1952 •• 

--------------------

ISGD\ M.G.HEWSON \ ... , .................. . 
Kegistrar of Co-opcr.J. ti 
Soc !eties J ('>old ':Ollst 

----------------
.. th e. names of parti es and descr iption c r -'- U':·l"'C enter 

Th a rn1icpt10.n is to be attach ed to tr c
• CJ.:L sput e • e M-' . .L 

• II. • • .... ~. • , .......... 
. ,.. .. . .. . .... 

. ,-' 
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A. W, A RJ 
"C/~'l 

tJhd er r8~l aticrt 32: qf th e. Rerr,ul ations made um er 
the , Co-ope r a cive Soc iot~Ol"dinan.~ e No .15_...2L-1937. 

Whe r e as the fo11owing mat y O I' in dispute b e tween 

THE Gold Coast CO-bp e rati ve Whole sale 2stab lishme n t Limit ed ••. .. ... 
••••••••••••• •••• •• Registered No.520. c , ............. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 
an d Mr. B • K ., Add 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • •• • • • e • .. • • • • · ................... . 
· .... " ' .' .................... .,. . ....... , . . . . .. .. · ........ . • It ." ••• . .. . 
· ....... ··0· . • • • • • • • ••• •• • • • • •• • • • •• • •• • •• • . ..... " .. . ... ... . . . .. . .. 

. I 

Conce ming the dis appearanco of the sum of •• ~ .. ..... . 

£1,19 0 .18.2d (one thousand on~ hundred and ninety pounds ••••• , •• ; .. 

eighteen shillings ahd twopence) from the safe of the Gold •••••••• 

Coast Co-operative Wholesale Establis hment ••••••••• . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . 
. . . ". . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . ... . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . ............. . ... . 

· . " .. .. .. . . .. . . ....... , ......... " . . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . ... . . .......... . 
· ............ . . ............................... ," . . . .. . . . .. .. . ..... . 
has be en r e ferred to me for determination by the Registrar's 

order dated 31st March, 1952 ••••• , I, having h eard the relevant 

evidence and carefully cons idered the matter, he reby direct that 

th e said B • K • Add 0 • ~ ~ • • . ..... • • . o. ~ .. • • • • . •• • ." . . · .................... ... 
• ..•. ~ o. " ••.•• ~ • o· • •• • •• • ' ••••••••.•••.•.••.•••• '.', . • • , •• • •• • • • • • • ... 

to pay the said Gold Coast Co-operati ve Who1esa1 e Establi shme nt Ltd. 

the sum of £1,190.18.2d (one thousand one hundred and rtinety 

pounds eighteen shillings and twopence} ••.•••••• f' ••••••••• • ••• 

.. . .. . .. .. . . .. . ... .. . . . .. . . ... ~. . . .. . . . ......... . ..... ' ................ ..-

together with interest at the rate of ••••••• f •••• ••••• • •• • per cent 

pe I' annum unt i1 the realisation of the sum awarded. 

The above 'anount shall be paid not later than the 15th . ...... . 
May, 1952 •••••.•••••• and if it is not so paid, the amouht may be 

realised th rough a crivil court. 

Award gi ven in the 
prssenc. e of 

1. B.K.Addo ..•.... 

2. J.S.Annan, President 
C.T. Odonkor Obuobi 

dated 9th Apr il, 19 ~ 

Sgd. C . G. JOANNillES 

Assi stant Re[! :Lstra r of 

Co-o p er a tive Socie ti es. 
ARBITRATOR 

GEG.Infonned both parties of right appliciltion for r evision of 
-of award which application should reach th e Re'd s trar togethe r 

wi th th e grounds for it not later than the 30th April, 1952. 
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HEARING OP DI8PUT:8 - GOI,D COAST 
CO-OPERATIVF, WHOLESALB ESTABLISHMENT LTD. 
REGISTERED NO. 520 AND MR. B. K. ADDO RE 
THE ~1190. 18/- ALLBGBD TO HAVE DIS­
APPEARED FROM THE Sl\.PE OF THE Co Wo Bo 

9TH APRIL,1952 - TIME 10.05 A.M. 

1st Party : 

Witnesses 
for 1st. 

2nd Party 

Witnesses 

Represented by Mr. j. S. Annan, 
Preside~t of O.W.Eo, Mr.-C.T. 
Odonkor, Comfii ttee member, C. '~r. E:, 
Mr.J. Obuobi, Managing Secretary, 
O. 1M. E. 

J. D. I0. Parker, Secretary, o~'r,r.r::. 
Mr. S. K. Chapman, Accountant, CWE , -

Main Spokesman, Managing Secretary 
O.W.B. 

Mr. Ben. K. Addo. 

B. A. Akuffo. 

Mr. J, Obuobi states on behalf of 1st party :-

Mr. B. K. Addo was first appointed as an 
ordinary Olerk of - the C. '~T. E. in May, 1950 and on 
the 1st June 1950, he was appointed Acting 
Cashier. Befo re he could be confirmed in his 
appointment as Cashier, he had to pr0vide cash 
security of SlOO. On the 4th and 6th July, we 
addressed two letters to him demanding a cash 
security of £100, certified copies of which I 
tender in evidence (Evhibi t 'A i, Exhibit Iff). 
No replies were received to these and Mr. ddo 
could not provide the £100 until the 5th December 
1950 and since that date he-has held the SUbstan­
tive appointmen t of Casllicr, C.'v. -r.. Previous 
to November, 1950 the maximum amount of cash 
Which according to the bye laws can be held in 
the safe of the C.w.~. was £20 but the C.W.E. 
general meeting held at Kumasi on November 15th 
1950 authorise d the increase of this to £100 and 
the relev8nt bye la1.rr 29G. ".IRS amended accordingly. 
As a result of this, T addressed two l etters of 
instructions to the Cashier dated 16th and 22nd 
December, 1950, copie s of' which certified. 
I tender in evidence - ~xhibits 'c' & 'D'. I 
tender in evidence Mr. Addo's acknowledrrement -
Exhibit 'E'. Since December, 1950 Mr. Addo as 
Cashier has been aware that he should not keep 
more than SIOO in the safe, without the expres s 
knowledge and approval of the Hanaging Recre to.ry 
the reason being that no loss should exceed his 
cash sec~rity of £100. On the morning of the 13th 
of March, 1952, as soon 8S rye arrived at the 
Airport, Mr. Addo rushed into my room and red sed 
an alarm that the lock barring tho door to the 
strong roo~ had been opened and all the cash in 
the safe removed, As a result, I sent for the 
Polico, 

••••• /Before 



Blfol'~ l.h(. Poli(!l IlPT'lvocl, 'I l101Cejj Mr'. ArJrJo how 
much man y }l(~ hod 1 Jl LlIC wd'e, ()Vr~rn 1 (~h L. He, 
o tlid lw (oulr] not r;Lvo ml. the) cXllcl; nmoun I;. 
J ClGh (I htm wh thct' 1 t W[W (I'iJovc (:lOO. Hr; uuid 
~r(Jfi. T flPl{cd by how muull WOD :1 t nbovo":'1 OG. 
He • [:ill l10 auld not Y'omcmb, T', but ilL; rwLd i.t 
,',ras n f:JUhoi;nn tinl rlmount.. I [18kQc1 h1m why he 
did not de oslt tho oxceno over the £100 in 
rlC opnD.nce wi t11 my inntrucU ono. Hr, rrml i.cd thnt 
durin, tho whol0 of the period, he Yfo'; confused. 
When the Police orl'ivec1, we hrlc1 to finr..tout. tho 
exact amount which wnG allcJ;cd to have.; elionpnr;rlred 
:Crom the 8[1fe 1'lnd Mr. Adela limo inutructcCl to 
enter up his cash hook to dace. After hr; mndo 
his ent.ries the [lcconntnnt vorif'ied that the 
amount should be £1391. 18. 2d. as per cnoh book 
folio 31")3 \'Thich J submi t for your r;xaminatton. 
All entries in the c80h book Qxcept the remnrks 
arc in the hondwri tine ' of the C:1S11i er Mr. Adelo. 
Out of the balance of ~1391. 18. 2d. the eluly 
amount discovered was £201 [lnd, made up aD follo1'fs:­
Money Order Po. 1")243 of 28/2/ S2 for ~20. MoO. 
No. 1324L~ of 28/2/'52 for £40 and M.O. 13245 of 
same day for £40 and Co-op. Dnnk Cheque No. 2303 
of 27th Feb. 19r:5? :for £101. Tho total defici t 
was thercfore £1391. 18. 2d loss £201 that is 
£1190. 18. 2. Remarks on paGe 3133 of cash book 
already submi tted, made by the account::mt, 
support this. 'rhe story of the Cashier vms th8t 
the whole of the £1190. 18. 2d ~as removed over­
night from tho Gafe of the C.~.~. between the 
close of businoss on tho 12th March 1952 and tho 
morning of the 13th March, 1952. It became 
neceSG~ry for us to aRk the Asst. Registrar of 
Audits to conduct an investigation into the ~lleged 
disappearance of the ~::'19U. 18. 2d. On the 20th 
March he submi tted a report mar!<od "Strictly 
Confidential", a coPy of which I tender in evidence -
Exhibit 'F'. This is a most important document in 
our case as it proves that the amount of £1190.18. 2. 
'7hich '"Jas allc~ed by tho C?shier to have' been 
removed :from the safe bct'Yeen the elosc of business 
on tho 12th March 19S2 and the mornin~ of the 
13th March, 1952 was do1ihorately removed over a 
numbor of months before the 12th of March, 1952. 
Responsibility 01' which, we submit, rests with 
Mr.B. K. Addo, Cashier. ~e theroforo ask for 
an award to compel him to mnke good to the C. "7, "S. 
the lo:"s of £1190. 18. 2. we havo sustainod. "'e 
state that we do not find it necesS~rV to c~ll any 
of our witncsses. 

(SGD) J. OBUOEI • 

•••••• / 2nd Party. 

--



cIs 
2nd Party, Mr.B. K. Addo states :-

• » 

On the 13th of March~ 1952, I arrived at 
the Airport CoWoE. Office, at 8.30 in the morning. 
I went to Mr. Parker's o1"'fice in order to ask 
for the key to open the vault of -the C.W.E. I 
found the paddiliocks all opened c I rai s 0d an 
alarm in the office and went to Mr. Parker to 
inform him of what had happened and I met him 
in Mr.Obuobi's office and I told them that the 
padlocks of the vault were all opened. Mr. Parker 
rang the Police but no reply was made and he went 
to the Police Station 8nd brought some Policemen 
and the Police people sprayed some powder on the 
padlocl{s, after that they opecH.:;d the vault and 
I found that the safe in the '(aul t had been opened 
After that I took my 8ash book to see Jehe entries 
in it. Then Mr. Chapman asked me of- the correct 
amount removed from the safe and I , told him to 
give me time to make the entries in the cash book 
so that I could show him'the correct amount. 
After making all entries, I found that the correct 
amount removed was £1190. 18. 2. 

(SGD~ B. K. ADDO. 

I do not wish to call Witnesses. 

(SOD) B. K. ADDO. 

~ 1st. Party:- I am aware that I am not to 
keepl.4nOre than £100 in my safe. But at times 
the Managing Secretary also asks me to keep 

from £100 to £l.j.00 in the safe. Thi s is vlhen ' 
meetings are to be held. On the 12th of March, 
I did not receive any instructions to keep more 
than £100 in my safe. There was no meeting on 
the 12th of March 1952. The reason why I kept 
all this amount in the safe is because I did not 
know that I had all that money in the safe. It 
is not because the money was removed over a 
period of month, and this incident was not put 
up as a camouglage. I understand what Exhibit 'F' 
purports to say . I do accept the purport of 
Exhibit 'Ft. I do not accept responsibility 
over the loss in question, as an answer to the 
claim against me' as a responsible officer of the 
C.W.E. 

Question: We put it to you that there is no proof 
that burglars entered the premises of 
the O.W .. ~!~·be:eworm·"',thc 12th and 13th of 

March 19529 that the safe was forced open and 
also because the re are no other keys to the safe 
except the two sets of which one' is with you and 
the other'since 1949 with the en-oPe Bank Ltd 
therefore, there could be no access to t he Safe 
exoept through you. 

Answer: The vault and the safe can b e opened by 
one who may be in possession of a duplicnt e 
key. 

• G • 0 •• /0. A. 



IDrormod parties or 1'1 t i:1t appeal to Ii C 
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LY CON:H'IDENTIAL 

AR/NF. 520/A.U .1~.4~ 

Department of' Co-operation; 
Audit Division; 

P.O. Box 906, 
Accra. 

31st March, 1952. 

CASH BOOK BALjI-,NGC AT 12TH MP.RCH, 1952. 

~urther'to my letter No.AR/}W.520/138 dated 
20th March, 1952, addressed to'the Co'Vob., and your 
confidential- minute of 22/3/52, I have now carried out and 
eXhaustive examination of' the Cash-book of the C.w.:c. and 
have to report as follows : 

2. The first obvious traces of irregularity appear 
at the end of May, 1951, and from then on form a continuous 
pattern. Although the form of fraud involved is perhaps the 
simplest and most commonly met with, it is yet particularly 
difficult to detect at once. ]B method is simply the 
holding back for a time of moneys received. Usually, the 
perpetrator in the first place only intends to "Borrow" his 
employer's money hoping at the end to be able to replace it. 
lNhen, however, 11e is unable to do so the falsification which 
was originally embarked upon is continued from time to time 
until the irregularities are eventually discovered. It is 
almost an impossibili ty to permanently conceal them. l/ifhcre 
the officer receiving the money i~ also the off'icer 
responsible for giving receipts - DS he is in this case -
it is virtuaily impossible to detect from internal sources 
the "holding-back" of receipts, but in the cases under 
review there was considerable manipUlation of' receipts by 
cheque and this should have led to early discovery hDd the 
checking officer c8.rried out his elementary duties in check­
ing the cash b8.1ance a t the month'end. 'In fact it should have 
been discovered at the end of,MoS, 1951, had the Accountrmt 
checked the composi tion of the c8.sh balcmce [lnd compared 
it with the recorded receipts. 

3. Had thiG been done it must have been app8.rent that 
the cDsh specification at 31/5/51 included a cheque 
(co-op Banl<: No.2281 ['or B178. 8. ad drovm by Bogosu 
Co-operative Society Ltd.) which had not been recorded DC 
8. receipt during the month of' MDY. This cheque was 
subsequently entered in the c11sh book as a receipt on 
5/6/51. As it was included in the cash balance brou~ht 
forward ot 1/6/51, it is clear th'1t, in effect, i t i~ t"rice 
entered, and the amonnt it represents in COGh ','.ros extructcd 
from the actu'11 cash in h'1nd. Thi s extrn~tion o~ ~anh 
could, of course, have actually occurred at any time 
previous to thcbalancing. 

4. A similar cas~ occurs at 30/6/51 \'lh8n three 
cheques, as below, Vlere used in the same '7ny to substitute 
for non-existent c'1sh. 

ISTRP~ O~ CO-OPrRATTVC SOCI~IES, 
DEPAPT, '.~'i' or CO-OF"~AT!ON, 

.!'.CCRA. 

(i) 



(ij ( .. 
(i~~ 

Co-op Bank No. 2080 
B. B • Hi. A. No. IT! 20 17810 
B.B.u.A. No.B/120 220885 

s 90. o. o. 
4. 4. O. and 
5.10. 2. 

All these cheques were included in the cash balance at 
30/6/51 and also pos.ted in the cash book ns receipts on 
5/7/51. 

5. Another instance occurs nt 31/7/51 when the 
choques 9 as below, were similarly misused 

(i) Co-op Bank No. 2083 
(ii) Barclnys No.51/T 90532 

£200. O. o. 
6. o. o. 

These nre recorded ns received on (i) 4/8/51 and 
(ii) 8/8/51 respectively. 

6. It appenrs fairly clear from these exnmplos 
that the cashi ~ r was regularly l'borrol'ring" cash and 
bolstering-up the resultant shortage by ilborrowing" 
cheques to the required amount. The cheQ.ues were 
of course, received by him in the normal way but 
he was omitting to record them at the time of receipt. 
After they had served their purpose at the end of the 
month they were then recorded as receipts in the 
follov!ing month ...-,; the receipt voucher being made out 
as the same date -- and the procedure repeated at each 
month end. 

7. At the end of August, 1951, appears a slight 
variation in method v'.Thereby instead of the actual . 
cheques being presented a s part of the cash balance, 
they were paid in to Bank on or about the last day of the 
month. ~he effect of this was not materially 
different, but it did remove the necessity to include 
details of mis-used cheques in the cash specification 
ShOl'ffi in the cash-book. Such detail remained 
available, hovrever, on the Bank paying-in slips from 
which the following ha s been eoctracted : 

CheQue No./ 



I").. {] 

~quc _-0. Paid-in to Lrnount Recorded 8.S R-'C8ipt 
Ban.k 

,.. d 2.n Co.sh-B ~ s ok 
(date) {date} 

84 31. 8. 51 2DO. O. O. 1. 9. 51 
96553 31. 8. 51 60. O. o. 25.9.51 

/30 010524 8. 1. 18. 6. ? 31. 51 
92 3LI0. 51 290. O~ 1.10. 'JJ, 
Jl,,'-/'..J jl.~(). Ji .:=::C., r , - ~ _':1., :-):: - , -~ 

? 30.11. 51 211. 19. 9. 18.12.51 
18.12. 51 400. O. O. 29.12.51 8755 

1120 238934 18.12. 51 260. 6~ 9. 15. 1!52 
19~ 2.52 .60938 18.12. 51 34. 5. 1. 

299 31. I! 52 184. 13~ o. 1. 2.52 
;500 31. 1. 52 162~ 19. O. 1. 2.52 
3/120 239003 31. 1. 52 16. 18~ 7. 4. 2.52 
3/120 238960 107. 11. 10~ 4. 2.52 31. 1. 52 

63670 31. 1. 52 2. 19. 11. 4. 2.52 
52020 31. 1. 52 16. 11. L~. 2.52 

8/120 239038 31. 1. 52 105. 8. o. 4. 3.52 
24. o. ~ .. 3.52 1/0 164897 14. 2. 52 O. 

O. o. 4. 3.52 
B/120 
2094 

18968 290 2. 52 500. 
241761 29. 2. 52 13. 17. 8. :t. 3.52 

29. 2. 52 280. O. O. L~. 3.52 

8. At the end of' March it would h.::lve been nccesso.ry 
to account in the cAsh balance for the cum reprosented by 
the five last entries above i.e. £923. 5. 3d , '.7hich amount 
hnd been recorded as r eceived in H8.rch but used to make Good 
cash deficiencies at the end of .January and February. f..s 
31st March is normally the last day of the financial year 
all accounts would be reconciled at that date. 'It would not 
have been e8.sy to delay the 8ntries of receipts, because 
customers would expect to be given credit for their pavrnents 
before the end of the financial ycor. Horeo,:er, the 
Auditors would require the books to be-lance - which they 
could not do unless the receipts concern .d were brought to 
account in the cash booko At this stn~e came the alleged 
robbery and the disappearance of the \'!hole ~ash book balance 
of £1,190.18. 2d. 

9. An Analysis of the cash-book reveals the 
composition of the balance to be made up £3 folIo IS 

Cheques 
Cush 

••• 
••• 

£ 923 . 5. 8. 
267 . 12. 6. 

£' 1190,,18. 2. 

It is, hO"leVer, beyond d1cpute that the ch ques Thich 
should have been there according to the ~ eh-book, had 
be.: 'n paid-in to tho Ce- op E",nk long befor. h(. "robb ry" 
occurred. Oddl.y, a nUMber of' c C~u(;" ,hich ·,er 
unqu~stionnbl' in t s~fe rc n t oto1 n. tt fe110 
that if th sum o~ £1190.18. 2d 'OS, in ~rct, stolen 
bctlccn th 12th and 13t o~ , reh it ~ t h~ve c r in 
cosh, and such ~ ~un -- ~l ,0.18. ~~ i rxc c of th~ 
uthoriscd CGsh bnl nco -- t h .~ b en c d 

ov r n conridcr~ 1 p ri a. nr ,t 1 ~i 1 •. 
urpoBc it 0 Id i 

?t/ 



not unreasonable ~ssump~ion l·S tha+ the 110t 
v _ money ',','as 

there at all at the time of ~he al10~ed robbery. 

10. 1Vhat is; in any case, quite Lpp:::.rent is that 
there has been :!onsiderable manipulatior of' tho cash 
b?okc I:f the -purpose of the ':11:'-On6 '-'J"~:V: ~os was to 
m1sappropriate 9 either at the matorial -dine or at some 
later date, the ~unds.?f' his em:ployer ~ th8n primn facie 
the perp?trat?r 1S gullty of e~~esslcmento In 2ny 
case .~:'? 1S .pr1ma fac~e guilty of' the ~riminal off'el1ce of 
fal s:1.J.lcat1on of' accounts (see::-J8.Wf-: of-~he Gold Const, 
Cap. 9, Section 278)~ 

11. The normal check again!:::>;:' 8U,: rna,,-ipulations is 
two-fol ci 9 viz: 

(~) an internal check of the c~~~ ~ulance 
at any time against the encries in the)' 
cash book and the bank pay lng-in slips, 
and. 

(ii) the submission to customers of regular 
statement of' account, prepared by an 
offi cer in no vmy conhected with ' 
recording cash, showing p inter alia, 
the amount owing to or by the customer 
at c given date (usually the month end). 

Clearly, whoever Wac' responsible for the first completely 
failed. in his dllty~ So far as the second is concet'ncd, 
the rOl!encL history of the C.l'V.E. shows that such statements 
hav8 I}een sent out so infrequently as to cause considerable 
cri't.;icul comment by Government staff which culminated in a 
letter written to the Accountant -oy the President (C.WoE. 
letter No. 0.58/409 dated 8/2/52), instructinG him tc send 
out statements monthly. As 8. result~ statements of account 
were sent out (presumably to all customers) for the month 
of' JanuAry, 1952. 

l2~ It has now come to ~~y notice that the Bogosu 
Co-operative Society Ltd., returned the stat ement of account 
forwarded to it and claimed that it was incorrect in so 
f'ar as neither the payment of' £184.13. Od made by it on 

16/1/52 nor the pavrnent of' £162.19. Od made on 2L~/1/52 
was entered on it. Even the most cu~sory examination 
of' the cash book would have revea:ted that ' these nmounts 
had been recorded ':IS received in l<'ebl'uary. This, in 
itself, should have prompted a clo~S'r investiga tj_cn vrhich 
should, in turn, have revealed that tIl ':: cheques congerncd 
were paid into Bank on 31 Janu':Iry --, m obvious irreC11 1:::,i ty. 
Instead, a II supplemen tnry" stn tement of' accou,nt (NOt IL3~, 
dated 31/1/52) '!!DS prepared. in ~vhich the b'!o Q.'TIc"ntc '-j':: 'IJ 
included 9.S credi ts. As ttwse entries were not "'. t the 
material tine entered in the pors(mal '.lcc,)llnt of thi fc gocu 
SOCiety in the ledg-er of' the C.W.B. this, in itsolf' n ,'-' 

a grave irregularity. 



• 

I t1t) 

'\. , I 1,("",'1 i. Co I' : IU: 111 1(, ,If ::1 f.h: (]opm:'Lmr;ntul 
,111, 'iOlll,(1 t,11U ,;1(_1'1~, M'r. ri,. r,.T~!llm'J·rnrl.n~ whr) 

,'Jlilp'l (11.1, ' ' f"' , ' 'um )j ' i: 'D'Y ···, '; ,.rJrJ ,,', 0" ;",c(,!rnlnt 

{)~(Jf'11o '[1" 0 ~ J l (lei ' : :jj' , \ ': ~ 1 l,' .,. ~ : 

'. 'd re I'. 

• ... , ! 1/ v. 8 v I t ;lnC~1t, 
., • h ... :';C fJ 1 ' '1(..1.[" 

, ' 1, 

T WD.fi iniltrnr.i'.(.;u 1):'1 tI1 1) .' r::<..:0'Lm-GLlnt to do 
i.t -; "Ptt to Gg! L.\ · 'uj:'j. ''-'_"'' Yl .. ,,' ./.~ : ~. :~ cH' ( ... ntoq 

B nnwrmn.n hims ~lf cannot be ilhsolvcn ,"!'C);n corrl1)lici ty in 
n ;. avo 0 1;\ CllC'J , but 'if' h.l 8 "t:...lJ';c.m, :i. ) 1.£ r '~h"lt ho vrCliJ 

"inGtruct(.;<1 b tho Ac\.!ount ~ln I, the \ ,·wi:. 0" : 'O J ~ h" 
nt bLost r,uil ty 01' an unforgi v'lb1e dl ~vl! ·L.iOil!) ' duty :md 
unfitted 0 the responsible post he holds . Th0rc 18 
also need to consider thL nrimn fncie evidcnce. or 
complicity in f'rC\ud~ ('3oc Lows of' the Gol '] C;oo.''l t, Gap . 9, 
Section'" 46 and !+9~o 

14. I rr,l satisfied that tho occountG of tho Co-opcrn"tivo 
''Yholesnlc f"C~l'l-)L; S!ll1Ln t Limited c.:m no longor bs l eft in 
the h:mds Oi' ~", 3. ~\.. Chapman and I h'1vO no hesitation in 
recommend inrr that he should f'orth1l1fi th bo removod f'rom tho 
') .L"~ j, (" " o~ . ";CC II 1.; II t. 

(0 ;1.) D, l'T:cY~HITjI, 
\'~ S I~T ANT ~r:G JC"'i'RAR ~ NTf) IT G 
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The Gold Coast Police 
(Criminal Investigation Department) 

ACCRA 
Gold Coast. 

12th March, 1953. 

HOUSEBREAKING (ALLEGED) AND 
FALSIFICATION OF ACCOUNTS 

Ref:your AAP. 42D/33/52 of $. 3. 53. 

I have forwarded your Docke t and exhibits to 
• Hayward , Senr.Superintendent of Police/Fraud, for his perusal. 
will return it to you for filing in due course. Please then 

e the investigation and complete your records. I do not 
pose to institute proceedings in res~ect of this case as the 
operative Wholesale Establishment have proceeded against the 
ties concerned under the provisions of the Co-operative 

uinance and have, I understand, obtained judgment. 

2. This is not a satisfactory outcome and i~ reaching 
decision I have had to consider the unnecessarily long 
ay in bri nging investiga ti ons to finalit y. In a ppog:cess 

,..--._~._rt dated lOth. November, A. S. p. !lCfI District reported that 
the suspects were being proceeded against", this statement 

ars to h~ve been incorrect and was misleading to this office. 
ere appears to be no explanation as to the further delay since 

t date. Please therefore ensure that cases do not become lost 
this manner. 

R.SUPERINTENDENT, 
COAST POLICE, 

C C R A. 

90py to: 

SENR.SUPT/FRAUD, 

(Sgd) M.Gordon. 
AG.ASST.COtvIMR/C.I.D. 

P.o./ 
Copy to A.S.P./C 
for information.CHKS. 

18/3/53. 



' f 110 ,t t'Y l ""('1" ,... ..... ",..., ·[' 0 p' I ~ tt 0 r .' , .. ,. '. \ ...... "'; ,n I 'JJ. .I ° , , r~ r :omT)!lny on thr-
C ,11 n(~:f' ... Cli, of' ".1,.'t)0~]8. 2 ,It .1.2!;11 r~ Jr"r;h,' l!)rp ' ;' 

-------_ ...... ---.... _--- .... _ ....... - ... - .... _-.-. --.. -------------------

"hol 
12th ~ 

(" tn,: ('f)-ope ·6ti VI'; 

J. ,.[; ,Tunc', 1951, to 

1) C oh co nt 31,t. 'uy 1951 >or ~ 'l'-.id to con3 .ict of' 

CheQue" 
II 

Cush 

, . .. 
•• 

'~17LL (~, -
1. ~-I . 6 

_ :"lJ..:~~: '~~IJ-O 

VJc found no sum entered in the O::l8h Boole Receipts 
co1unm during ay to coincide wi th ti .. e cheoue fijI' 

£178. 8,'0, but th t a Ii -0 runount waG in fn8t entercd on 
4th June, 1951. 

2) C sh Dn1.::mee n. t 30th June 1951 'las 81.id to conr-i st of' 

Un~poeif'icd chequ s 
0.811 

159.1 • 2. 
36"').L?; ~. 

£ ')23. 6. 7. 

c ""our.d no Gums cnt:-.red in the Cosh Bool": "'3ceipts 
column du.ring June to eoincide ":i t'l these chogL'-es for £1~9 .. 14. 
2cl. but the f'0110rling cheoueG were enteT'cd on 5th ,July 19 51 . 

Cheque 
II 

II 

• • 
• • · . 

150. o. o. 
4. 4. O. 

.--2.10.~ 

£lTh~.-b 

3) Cash Balance at 31st July 1951 '7as S:1.id to consist of' 

Unspecified cheQUC3 206. O. O. 
Cash •• ~.14. 8. 

,£ .. ~9 .lLl. 8. =------
We found no S1.m1S entered in the Cash Book Receipts 

column during July to co; Hride 1;1i th these choqll'~so 'iLlring 
the f'i rat '!look of Al1gua t the followinG choques Fere ::'nc1<.1-
(loci in tho Cush Bool<:: 

~/8/5J 
n/8/51 

Chequos 
I' 

':>00 
6 

1-1-) ~':ne j'ollo,-,ing cnequQfJ wero lo'lr;ed on th) CC-,olJL'Pr1 t.i ve 
Bn.:nf. on 31;;t A1lp;uCt, 1951: 

•• 
•• 

'11 ft , 

200 0 -. -~ 
60.. o. ,. ~ 

.--..-.l ~ 18 • (:, _~_ 

Po.208L~ 
r-;1/T9Gr-;r;3 
D/JO 010521.: 



) , ,'n,'" l 1 Vl I •• 

Onnh Bnln.n (" at ".j lGt Aur,uot wnr3 ;~Dl(J Lo conn '1 rd; 
f' ~(J" h. 

) rrhe :following cheQues w( re loc1p;e:d in the Co-op, ,rnti ve 
a.nk on 310t October 1951: 

Cheque 
" It 

2CJO. -. 
L~. 5. 2. 

200. O. -

£ 494. 5. 2. 

No. 22C)2 
6291L~ 

F.00875 

We found that the ch8Cjues for £290 and~.200 were 
entered in the Cash Book r8c8ipts column on Ist.November 
and 2nd November respectively,. 

The Cash Balance at 31st octobe r was said to consist 
wholly of cash. 

6) The fo110'7ing chequ8s were lodged in the Co-operative 
Bank on 30th November, 1951: 

Ch8que 
It 

If 

250~ -. -. 
19~17. O. 

211.19. 9. 

£h81.16~ 

No.2089 
G/C.160119 

11\7e found that the cheque forC',211.19. 9 vms not' cntercd 
in the Cash Book rec8ipts column until 18th D8cembC'r~ 1951. 

The r8 ViaS no indication of the nmk8 up of the Cash 
Balance at 30th November 1951 but only a note written by 
the Co-operative Auditor at that d8.te to the effect that 
the cash was cOillited and amounted to £727 .18 . 6 . The 
Balanc8 per the Cash Book at th1t dn.te was £404.18. 2. 

7) There vms no Bank Lod,n;emcnt 0:1 the 31st December 195i, 
the previous one having boen m'Kl0 on 18th December, 1951. 

The Cash Balance at 31st Docember 1951 "vas said to con­

sist of 

Unspecified chequeo 
Cash 

625.'16. 6. 
-El!. 3. -

£ 828 . 19 ~ 6 •. 

Of thiR amount £625.16. 6 vms lodged in thc; Bank on 
7th January 1952 made up as follows; 

Cheque 24. -. -. No.D/10 "')435 

" 5.17. 6. 51T/90935 

" 595.19. -! 2297 

£625.16. 6. 

We noted that the cheque for -<::'595.19. 0 "T,'18 entered 
through the Cash Book Receipts co1unn on 12th January 
and could not have formed port of' the C:-lsh in hnnd BI110nce 
at 31st Dccer.'b::;r 1951 .. 

• 8) The fo11o'.7ing cheques {Ore 10dg d in tlle Co-Opera ti 'TO 

Bank on 31st January, 1952: 



C~l'J-!~:l c 
11 

II 

" 
" n 
n 

( ,1.(, ! 
')OOu -
18L~t> 13., -. 
162~19~ -. 
107,'.:" 16 ,, 
10:5 , 8. -0 

16 ., 18 Q 7" 
2 "V).L , 
0.16.1L 

£ 881. 7. 3 ~..; 

l'Tu , ?l l"( 
2299 
2300 

:' / '_20 '2,33960 
i 239038 
tI 239003 

.~ ~" .' ~~ ' .-"J 

:52020 

We found that of the abo .. .~'.:;" lowirLg wC'::-c 
enter'od through the Cash Bool{ ,c::e~.'-·s column during 
February and March 1952: 

- ',-./r 1./ ,-:: >2 

" 
L!/2/52 

\I 

" 
L~/3/52 

2.8 L i .. -, '~~, ~ 

16 ?,.~S" -' , 
10-( · ~ JQ 10: 

201:1~11. 
-:. 16~ 11~ 

105" 8" -. 

>-g 
? , J_J 

B/120 22)89 ~,O 
63670 
52("':20 

B/120 239u38 

There was no indication of the make up of the 
Cash Balance at 31st January 1952. 

9) The following cheques were lodged in the Co­
operativE-; Bank on 29th F"eb~ua~y 1952; 

Cneque 500. -~ -~ No.18968 
Ii 280. -. -. 2302 
II 13.17. 8. B/120 241761 
11 42. o. -. 2118 
\I 4,500 -. -. 2094 

£1285.17. 8~ 

We found that of the 8.bove the fo1Jo wil1g' were 
entere d in the Cash }?ook Rece ipts column during Mnrch, 
1952: 

4/3/52 
" 

7/3/52 

500 •.. ~ '-, 
280. ~.~ 

--12_.17~ 

1';0 . :i8c:;62 
2302 

B/120 241761 

There was no indication of the make up of the Cash 
Balance at 29th Februnry 1952. 

10) Cash Receipts entered in the 
Cash Book from 1st-12th March 
1952 totalled 

Cash Pa'Monts for t ho same I,(;riod 
other than Bank. Lodgemcn ts. 

Of this amount there had boen 
Banked on 

3/3/52 •• 1,366.17~ 

29/2/52 as in 
p"'''''a a abc·ve 793.17. -. 

6 

R 
-14>2/52 ' . 24, -. 

'rrue ~~'J.shBuok Balance at 12th 
March 1952 ' •• 

in Saf'€) on 13th March 1"~2 

De~iciency o~ Cash allegedly 
stolen •••• 

Deficiency of Cash 
~~----~~~----~ +~ 

228.17. 7 •. 
2,758 .. 15. 8. 

2 91·:) L~. 15. 2~ 

564. o. 6. 

201. o. o..!,. 

373. o. 6. 

·.817.17. 8. 



Q.....E li.-,~ -.B A I, L Y 

n) P8.ragraphs 1 - 3 ~nd..1 
As we have not hnd an opporttlLi ty oi' examining the 

Bank pay-in-slips covcY>ing the period 3J Sf" ~~ay - 31st 
July 1951, we cannot th8rofore say wher -. ~ cheques in 
q1.lcstion vl/ero pnid il1.to the BGnk nrH~ wn ~Tr_iR~ Elsswne that 
they were lndeed CCI(().G( ,"1. df:; j,-,:n'~ of' :;: ",: <":.-:,11 in hand at 
the mon th-cmds. 

It would appear therefore that the Cashier, in 
order to cover up cash <ief:_'~. ~ , -, L,..;Iu.d3d in the 
month-end cash Bala"1~es c:t:.:.q.L..C _ ~ : h Here not entered 
in tho Cash Book uncil the s:ucco: :i.:ng month, and was thus 
able to agree the physical Cash Vi ell the Cash Book 
Balance" 

b) Paragraphs 4-6 and 8-1Q 
During the periods covered by these paragraphs 

cheques were lodged in the Co-operati ve Ba~':lz on the last 
dny of the month but were not entered in thc Cash Book 
Receipts column until the succeeding month. This pro­
cedure had the effect of lessening the actual Cash Book. 
Balance at the month end and thus enabling the Cashier 
to produce a smaller amount of cash to be checked than 
what should have been actually in his possession. 

c) It anpears eviden~ therefore that regular cash de-
falcations have taken place over the period covered by 
this report. 
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Attachment trA" to Chapter 19 with 

Original Report. 



rrn. Ref'. ToL. 573. (Revised.) 

LINE LIMITED. 

Dr. No. 46279 

ACCRA STAT!ON. 

5 6 1953 
••••• 0.0 •• 0 oe. I) 0.000.000000 e •••••• 

RECEIVED in good order and condition the unc1cr -ocmtioned cClrgo ex 

HIP TAURUS PER Dlo No. 8420 
•••••••• 0 ••••••• 0000 .0 •••• 000000.0 •••••••••••••• 

ORRY No. 
• 000 •••••••••••• CONSIGNBE G. C. Co-op LTD. 

•• 30.00 •••• 00 •••••••••••••••• 

arks and Numbers 

-

C Coop 
Accra IN IN 

Contents 

B/L I 51 

FIPTY 

Cases Bo.lcs Barrels BUndles 

= 50 Bo.lcs :flour 

Williams . 



• • 

I 0. 

Co-operati vc Bank l,td. 

Mr. E.H. Amagashie, 
(Beach ClcrJc) ~ 
C.W.E. , I ,td., 

Airport, 
ACCRAo 

Dear Sir, 

P.O. Box 1525 
ACCRA . 

GOld' c&ist .. 

__ 8_tl_1._J_UIl __ C---<-, __ .• 1.953 

Due to the wet condition of flour on Accra 
13each "lhich I have inspected myself, I am authorising 
you to di spose them to any highest bidder in the narl:et 
8J1.d give me full pD.rtlcu.l8.rs. 

YOUI'D Faithfully, 
for: OOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVr. VmOLE3.lJ.E :CSTABLIsrr:f8!lT , I·TD . 

Ajcte Bahun 
'll>2;PJiT (} Dr:,; ./l:0': 

Copy to : - The Joint Li'1uiclo.toI'S, 
_ AirTJor~J..!CCB!.~~ 

The MiniGtry of "'Jt':.br:mr, 
AC:~R!''-'-



(f .n. r; . w, T': . T,tel., 
f '. O. Do~~ 1 ~~J:J , 

Ar;Cp.A . 
r.. th .T1UlC , 1953 . 

I'Ihe .Toint IJ i (lu :ldc'ItoI'o , 
:>ep'll'tmcnt of' Go- opt'rc1tion , 
~j. r art - JlC':..nt'l. 

Dc r Si rs , 

I have benn offieio.lly ini'ormcd h:J my 
Beach Cler l{ Mr. E . 'H. A.mn(';:.1chie that thrc'J of your 1:nspoctor a 

cnsrs C11100 , Tcttch und Ho.mmonu. have gonc tn th0 Bco.cl to 
tElkc certain ztocl{ of' C ';/. r.. (podn l :rin3 on the beach 1,'ii thout 
my prior infor:nation. 

I must 111 nbl,' refer you to the mi~1ute::; of mocti:ilg 
held on .\onua;v , '18th ::ay 19::3 viz . 

" ThD:~ full reoponeD'ili ty for GtocKS end. there i83ue 
S!lOl.lld be t~:cn from -;:'110 Liouiu toro ~i.1<.l hanr18d ove r 
to the 'irulo.c;in.3 Dil' ,ctor \I .. 

I must poine out th t these Incpcr-j~orG nrc t rcsp 33sing 
on un1 ar:ful er01.mtls . 

at onc c . 
'; ill you 111c[\8c instruct thc:n to otop thi G prccticc 

YO\lro fo.i-:';hfully, 
for: GOI,D COP$r co - opn lATrJ£ i'HOLESAl,E ES'r. UI'D., 

Copy to :-

(scm) Aj€Jtc Bo.hun 
; 'A. '.GI"TC DI"RJ:CTOR . 

The PcrmcJ1.o!1'c· Sccret ry, ': i nistry of :..abour, 
P . O. Box 1423, Accra . 



13L. 

573. (Reviscd~) 

LINE LIMITED. 

Dr. No. 27412 

ACCRA S'l'J\TION. 

9 6 1953 
•••••••••••• 00.00 •••• 00'"' ,)0 ••••••• 

__ ~v,~IVED in good order Rnd condition the undermentioned cargo ex 
.. - ., .......... . 

·~:A.UhUS PER 
••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Dlo No. 8420 
• •••••••• 006 ••• 0 •••••• 0 ........ . 

No. CONSIGNEE G.C. Coor.- LTD 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••• o ••••• o •••• CftG&CCt •••••••••• 

and Numbers Contents Bales Barrels Bundlos 

BIL 151 

Coop 

IN IN = 100 Bales flour 

One Hundred 

30 Bales stained by seawater and 2 Bales burst 

R 1492794 

Willirunse 



THE GOLD COAST CO-OP~TIVB 

HANK LIMITBD 

12719 
Accra 

• e - & • .., ~ c • ,.. • 0 c • tJ e _ • , ••••• 1 ••• 0 ••••• BRlU4CH. 

11 6 1953 • 
.,010 • • • oe o oeo. 0.0&1" oo.('to. c ~.:I •• 1(,00.&. 

Credit C. W. B. Li qui dation Alc 
••••••••••••••••• O ••• C. 3CO O ••••••• O.II.O •••• .i ••• :'t8 !t~ ••• 

Current Alc 
• ••••••• • • • 

• ••••• • •• • • 
• •••••• 6 •• • 

· .... ... . ~ . 
Savings 

Fixed Deposit 

Loan 
Loan Interest 
Commission 
Ledger 'Pees 
Transf'crs 

Totnl 

Nine hundred and Ei~ht Nine 

£ 
989 

s . 
18 

£9F9 18 

d . 

-------------------
pounds 

••••• • ~ •••••• !6 •••••••••••••• "' ••• ••••••••• e ••••• c.C!. .. " 

El~hteen Sh11linnp pence, 
•••••••••• •••••••• .~ ••• c ....... .. .. " ••• "" .. o ••••• 

Paid in by Ajete B hun or GOLD "'CIS"" CO-OP~./'Tlv:c 
•• ! • f' • •• •• 1 ••• • • 1 • • • ft • • • • • •• .f..;{:. • LTD: • • • • • • • . • • • 

Received by of' . !u,,: qre 
• • • 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• c • ...... ••••• Secretary 

£ s d 
Notes .£1 787 

10/- 69 10 
Coins 2/- 91 18 

1/- 41 4 
6d. 6 
3d. 

Nickel 
Orders 

t al Orders 

Total 98 18 SUIr.J:ary Caeh 989 .. 18. 

£989. 18 



'FI17 Ife H,.." FAIl "f " .. 
. • f." C. D/N 27421. 

GOLD COAST CO-OPERATTVE WHOLESAI,:R ESTf-illLISHMENT LTD. 

No. 2133. 
1V A Y B ILL. 

~ation of Origin Accra Bcach Date 11 6 - 53 
OCooo"oa.O.c.Ot"c"..,o .. tJo •••• o.. .6 •••••••• o.e •••• 

('f0T.1I COA Orr' CO-OP",? r T T,r:; lcT}T0I:-;; 

"l ~C'T' .A BLIOl1Vr;T\TT I ,IMI'T'"':'D RRG-J8'1'PRT::D No. 'lI!holesale keeper Airport wls 
" ••• 0" o. 0 co 0 0.0 III 0" fl ••••• 0 0 •• , 0".0.00'''''' 0 0 •••• eo. III co I,) 0 fl •••••••• 

lease receive the following in good condition pcr Lorry No. AR8 538 
••• 0 0 •• 

~iver Carl Norman 
..................... eo •••• o ••• O .... O •• 060 ••••• 04 ••••• e •• '!- o •• o •• 

MJI.RKS AND 
JANTITY. NIDIffiERS PAR TIC U L A R S REMJl..RKS 

ON PACKAGES 

28 G.C. Co-op- Bales Robinhood Flour 

(2X50Ibs.) 

3 Bales without cover. 

(28? >-" "'5::>-'< 
Despatch as abovc. 

Clerk. 

Ex' Tarrus n 
G.HanRon Mettle. 

Received as ~bove in 
good condition. 

Carl Norman 
Driver 

G.Hanson iI/fettle. 
...;;..;;;..;:;..;;.--

Recip::ent 

20/7/53. 

A. C. D/N 27415. 
'~ ' 

GOLD COAST CO-OPEF.ATIVE 'rmOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LTD. 

WAY B ILL. No. 2132 

ation of Origin Accra Beach Date 9 - 6 - 53 
•• ooO ••• O.Q ••••• oo •• o~.ooO.Q. ".OO',SI.ooo.oo 

GOLD ('('ART CO-OPFRATIVE '~THOI,r. "111 1 1 'f( A / 
I r::ClTf.Br.I8m~r::NT LIMITTID lI';(}JS",ER-rjD No. 0 esa 0 . eeper irport '"T Cl 
••••• 4 ••• 00 ••• e.G ••••• O." ••••••••• ••••• ••• " •••••••••• O ••••••••• 

ease receive the following in good condition per Lorry No •••••• 

'1 ve r •• 0 " 0 It • 0 0 •• .., •••••• a ••• It •••••• e I) It 0 ••• " ••••••••••• 0 • (I 0 ... " " " 0 " 0 

MARKS AND 
NUMBERS P l\. R '1' I C U L A R 8 REMARKS 

ON Pf,CKAG~S 
~,----------------------------------------.----------------------

97 G.C. Co-op- Bales Robinhood Flour 

(97) 

(2 X 50 lbs.) Inv.10e2 

.(:b:~) (Ninety Seven) 
'}-"'J.. 

~'y'}-
Despa as above. 

ASHRTr'I 
Clerk. Driver 

G. Hanson Mettle. 
Received as above in good 

condition 
KOJO G. Hanson Mettle. 

Recipient. 
20/7/53. 



L. C. 27412. 

GOLD COAST CO-OP:8RATIVG WHOr;r.8i\I,~ r::8'1'ABI,I~::n1MP'f\lT I,TD. 
No. 

WAY B ILL. 
2131 

Ftion of Ori~in Accra Beach Date 9 - 6 - 53 
"'OID cor RT CO_Of p' ;'n· A

O 

T' I' ;;" • • • 0 • .;,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 -. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .r' . lI. • ,._ _ v· WHOL.:-'<, . 
f)5:STABLISIDfSNT LIMITED REG:rSTPRED No. Wholesale Keeper Airport wls 
•••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 •••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••••• 0 ••• 0.e " •• e.o.o •••••••••••• 

~a se receive tho following in go od condition per Lorry No AR 8538 
••• 0 ••••• 

~vcr Ashri~i Kojo 
•• 0 ••• 4) •••••••••••••••• ••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 

~ITY. 

100 

(100) 

MARKS Al'JD 
NUMBERS 

ON PACKAGES 

PAR TIC U L A R S 

G.e. Co-op- Bales Robinhood Flour 

Accra (2 X 50 lbs.) 

(100) (One Hundred) 
. #}0 

REMARKS 

Inv 1082 

~ Ex' Tarrus 
.~","'Y. G ttl .n .. Y. • Hanson Me e 

~----------~'-----------------.--------.------~,~~~~~~~~----
Despatch as above. 

Clerk·Beach. 

Received as above in good condition. 

ASHRIFI KOJO 

Driver. 

G. Hanson Mettle 
Recipient. 
20/7753. 

f-< A.C. DIN 46279. 
GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOI,ESALE ESTABLISID1T:'J'IT LTD. 

No.2130. 
WAY B ILL. 

tation of Origin Accra Beach Date 5 - 6 - 53 
GOLD COAST bO-~P~~AT~·wnCt~·············· •••••••• o •••••••••• ! 

) ESTABLISHMENT LIMITED REGIST'CR"GD No. Wholesale Keeper Airport w/s 
•••••••••••••••••••• 00 •••••• 0 •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

lease receive the ~ol101'ring in good condi tion per Lorry No. AR8538 ••••••••••• 

river ASHRIFI KO,JO o.Cto.o ••••• ~o •• o.o."o •••••••••••• o ••••••• o.oo ••••••••• •••••••••• 

I .UAl~T ITY 0 

50 

(50) 

MJ-\. R:<:"SAi\ro 
NUMBERS P 11 R TIC U L A R 8 REMARKS 

ON PACKAGES 

G C.Co-op. Bales Robinhood Flour Inv 1082 

Accra (2 X 50 Ibs) 

( 50) Fifty Ex'Tarrus 

Dc atch as above. 
G. Hanson Mettle. 

Received as above in good condition 

!.SHRTPr KOJO 
Driver. 

~. Hanson Mettle. 
Recipient-



"3-, 

QUANTITY 

250 sack8 

Grade 100 s2-,.~ks 

100 snckE' 

:1.00 sacler-

550 sncke 
-----

"If' • 

SELLII\i1} PRICE 

------------------------
@ 

@ £1 ~ ii/·· G8.ch 

( 8cm) "JP,'rE BAh1TI~ 
7/7 /5?' 

1!:J5. -. -. 

lOG • • '. -. 

5'1.J.30. -. -. 

--~--



COP Y 

~ EX ACCRA BEACH 

ITION OF FLOUR 

wet 50 sacks 

wet 100 It 

plete1y c~k~d& 125 " 

275 sacks 

t7 "lIe " Me NI "ttl" -

£3: per sack 

£2.10/- each 

£1 • each 

(SGDo) Ajete Bahun 

7/7/53 

£150. -. 

250. -. 

125. -. 

£ 525. -. 

-
-
-
-



THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE 
BANK LIMITED 

-

12720 

Accra •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• BR.ANCH , , 

12 6 19 53 
••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• 

Credit C. W. E. Li qui dation A/c 
•••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Qur rent A/C £ s. d. 

• •• i i •• •• •• 410 2 

• • • ••• •••• i 

• •• • ••••••• 
• •••••••••• 
Savings 
Fixed Deposit 

Loan 
Loan Interest 

Cor'llTIission 
Ledger Fees 
Transfers 

Total 
£410 2 

Pounds Four Hundred & Ten ......................................................... ~ . .".. ... .. .. .. ~ .. .. 
Two Shillings pence, 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Paid in by Ajctc Bohun For GOLD COAST CO-OPBPATTVE 
••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• i ••••••••••• 

Notes £1 

Coins 

Nickel 

10/-
2/-
1/-

6d. 
3d. 

Money Orders 
Postal Orders 

£ 

410 

s d 

2 

BANK :,qrD. 
K.S. Aso.re 
••••••••••• Secretary 

Cash £410.2. -
Total £ 410 2 

Sunmary 

Total 



CASH PAYMENT VOUCHER. 

Serial 
No. 197 

••••• 

Date of payment ••. ~!~I.~~~ ................................... . 

Payable to: ••• ~::. ~J~~~. ~c;l:':z:: ...................... r;, •••••••• 

Amount payable 

•••••• ~ •• 4 ••••• pounds 

••••••••••••••• shil1i ngs 

••••••••••••••• pe nce £ 6 s d 

• Authority for payment ••• • • •••• • ••• • ••••••••••••• ••••• • •••••• , 
Ajete Bahun. Hanag-ing Director ....... , ........ . .... .. . .. ................... , .... .... .... , .. 

GOLD COAST CO-OPERH'rIVE WHOLESJ1.LE ESTABLISHl-1ENT LTD . 
• • •• •• •• •• •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • •••••••••••••••• It •• • •• • • ••• • • 

• Purpose of payment 
e Days travellin~ allowance for touring 

the Tra ns-Volta, Accra ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• 

-------------------
• Signa ture of paying-officer. 

Received in full. 
(S gd ) ••• ••••••• Ajete Bahun. 

t,./6/53. 
(Oririnally 1st altered to 4th) 

THE GOLD COAST COOPERATrJE WHOLESALE EST. LTD. 
Re~istered No. 520. 

CLAIM FOR TRAVELLING ALLOvJ hNCE: 

to Mr • . • •.. ~j te.~ bv~ •............ 
he month of •. • ~~l. ~~!5~: ............••• 
.... . e .... Nights at 15/- per night •..•• 
Accra to. Trans- Volta •• • •••• • •••••••• • 

53 .. . •. to • • 30: 5 : 53 ..• 

rate of ••• • • £60 : : a month •• ••• • • 

This •••••. day of JUNE, 1953 ••.... 

.. 

£ 

6 
s • d 

or4 ••• SIX •••• pounds ••••••••••••• shi~gs •• • • and ••• ••. .• penceo 

Bahun. • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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CASH PAYMENT VOUCHER. 

Serial 
No. 

205 
•••••••• 

1. Date .:f payme nt 12th June 53 • 
•• • • • • •• • •• • • . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . .. . . . 

• Payable to. Mr. Ajete Bahun • . .... . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . 
• • •• • t. •• • • •• • • •• • •• • • •• •• • ••••••• ., ............... . 

................................. " .......... , ...... . 
I~-----------------·------·---------------------·---

• Amount payable 
SIX 

•••••••••.•••• ,. .... ... pounds 

•••• •••••...•••••••• shillings 6 s 

........... •.••..•••• pence 

iv. Authority for paym.ent •••.•••.••••.•••• ·•••·•••·••••••••••• • 

Aietc Bahun. Hanae:ing .... irectvr 
• • • .. • • • • ... ... • .. ... .. •• ..... • ••• '" .... .. • • • • .... ,. ..... "'tt - ... ,;... •• •• • • • ... • • 

GOLD COAST CO-OPERl1.TIVE v~OLLSnLE C< TABI.!SHMENT LTD • . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . , ... " ............ " ... . ...................... . 
..... -----,------_._-------------

v. Purp.sa of payment 

To cost o:f half Taxi fdre from ~flav to Accra . 
• •• ..... • • • .... •• ... •• • •• .... •• • • • • ... • • •• .... ,. ••• It •• • • •• • ....... • • 

• Signature of' paying-.lffi cer 
Rec_ived in full. 

(Sgd) ........... • •• • ." ,. 

:"2/6/53 .. 



Scr1 ill 
H(). 19~ ....... 

C;\::I: }'HYfvl ;m T VOUC1-tER. 

1. D't of paymant •••••••••••• ~{~~~~: ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1i. Payable to. Yaw Adu (Driver) 
•••••••••••• " t " ••• " •••••• " • " •••••••••••••• II •• 

ii. Amount payable 

ONE 
· .......••....... . pounds 

FOUR h'll' ' 
• ••••••••• " ••••••• S 1 l.ngs 

£ 1 4s. d. 
· .. " ............ " . pence 

iv. Authority for payment .......... . • •••••••• " CI •••••••• " ••••• 

GOLD COAST CO-OPER\TIVE 1,VHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LTD. 
, ....................... " ................................. . 

v. Purpose of payme nt . 
Travelling allowance for 8 days tour in Trans-Volt a ............................... " .................. . 
Accra ........ " . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . ............... " ......... . 

1------------------------
vi. Signature of paying-officer. 

(Sgd) Ajete Bahun. 
(Sgd) 

Yaw Adu. 1/6/53. 

THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE EST~ LTD. 
(Registered No. 520) 

CLAIM FOR TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE. 

Payable to Mr. Yaw Adu. . .... " . . . . . . . . . . .. " ..... •• • • • • ... • •• 'f '" ~ II' 

For the month of MAY 1953 . 
••••••••••• 0 ••••• .., •••••••• "' ••••• £.t ( a ,. a t6lo. 

(a) ••• ,B ••• • Nights at, •.••• 3/- •..• per night. £'1: 4 

From Ac cra to •.. Tran svol ta •.. !~!,8U'!' •••••• 

and back. 
(b) From 23rd •...•..•• co 30th May •...••• 

At the rate f)f •••••.•••• a month •..•••..• 

£ 1 4 

RECEIVED this lst •.• day ~f •• JUNE 1953 ••• 
the sum of ••.•.• ONE •••.•• pound¢, •• 4 •• shi11ings ••• and •••• pence. 

1t~pR6\fEB 
Ajete Bahun 

Yaw Adu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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/ COpy / 
AH-~~'DII 

SeCl"etary, 

With reference to your minute above. 

Please infCl'm Mr. Bahun the Secretary of the C.W.E. 
that in viEW of the facts, f:lrstly, that I have received a 
report th at sever damage occurred to the Stat ion Wagon the 
property of the C.W.E. and secondly, he was absent from 
the Headquarters of the C. W.E. at the time of the visit of 
th e Commission of Enqui ry. 

I require from him a full explanation of his acti­
vit ies duri ng th e week 23 - ::Oth May top-ether with details 
of where he was each night, and also I require a report of 
the circumstances of the accident. 

11060/80 

!lConf :!.den tia 1" 

Sir " 

(Sgd.) , T. Hut ton Mills, 
Ministe r 
8/6/53. 

A-tta (~.·~-t1.~"".h , E " 
-r523 
9th June, 1953 

I have bem directed by the Minister to inform you 
that he has received a report thit s.evere damage occurred 
to the station wagon, t he property of th e Co-ope~ative 
lNholesale Establis hment, and he desires to have from you 
a full and detailed written report of the accident. 

2. The Minister fur-ther requests you to give a written 
explanation of the reasons foryour absence from the 
headquarters of the Co-ope rati ve Wholesale Establis hmelt. 
at the time of the vis it of th e Enquiry and a full explana­
tion of your activities during the week of the 23rd 'to the 
30th of May together 'Nith details of where you spent each 
nigh t. 

3. I should be grateful if you would regard th e above 
as of extreme urgency and submit your written report 
wi t hout any delay. 

A.BAHUN ESQR., 
SECR.ETilRY, 

I have th e honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Sgd.) l.G.Jones. 
AG: P:; RMANENT SECRETARY. 

A-H-a~"F" ----=-- - ,---.- --- ~ 
CO-OPERATIVE 'JJl{OLESALE 

HEADQUARTERS, ACCRA 
1£:.CRA. 

ESTABLISHM:ENr, 
AIRPORT I 

Spoke to Bahun on the telephone 
at 9.5 10th, emphasised the urgency of 
a re ply to the above 

1.G.J. 
10/6/53. 



FfTT7'1CHHENf "Gil --

GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT LTD. 

Confident ial 

Sir, 

P.O.BOX 1525, 
ACCRA 

GOLD COAST 

10th June, 1953. 

With reference to yoru Confidential lAtter No.llo6ojao 

dated the 9th instant, I ha ve to inf orm you that full report 

of the accident has been reported to the Honourable 

A.E.Inkumsah, Minister of Labour and Co-operation; and my 

acti vi ties dur i ng the 23rd to 30th ins tan t had the full 

sanction of the Minis ter of Labour and the lvianaging Dir ector 

of the Co-ope rative Wholesale Establishment, Mr. Kodwo Mercer 

as the later arrives on the 16th of this month, I would 

respectfully desire you to ask hin to furnish you with 

the details of all you require, 

The Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Labour, 

P.O. Box 1523, 
ACCRi-\ • 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Sgd) A. BAHUN 

SEC RET A R Y. 



11060/$$ 1523, 

~onfidential;f lOth June, 1953. 

Sir, 

With reference to your Confidential letter dated 
10th June 1953, in reply to my Confidential letter 
Ref: 11060/80 of the 9th June 1953, I am directed by the 
Minister to inform you that he takes great exception to 
your reply as contained in your letter under reference 
to my letter of the 9th June, 1953, in Which you were 
aske d to furnish a detailed written report of the accident to 
the C. W. E. station wagon and a full explanation of your 
activities during the week of the 23rd to the 30th of May, 
1953, together with details of where you spent each night 
during such period. 

2. I am further directed by the Minister to inform 
you that there is no trace of any written report alleged 
to have been furnished by you to the Honourable A.E.Inkumsah, 
Minister of Labour and Co-operation in regard to the acci~ent 
in any of the files of the Ministry. Further there is 
noth ing on reco rd showing tha t t.he Minister Ol~ Mi'. 
T.K.Mercer, Managing Director of the Co-operative Wholesale 
Establishment sanctioned your activities during the period 
of the 23rd to the 30th of May, 1153. 

3. I am requested by the Minister to ask you to 
comply with the instructions as contained in my letter 
to you of the 9th inst., by furnishing me with the written 
report and the explanation called for within twenty-four 
hours of the receipt of this letter; otherwise he will 
be compiUed to take drasti c i3teps against you in th is 
matter without any further delay. 

A. BAHUN, ESQR., 
SECRETARY, 

I ha ve the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

( S gd) 1. G • Jon e s , 
AG: PERJ)ilANENT SECRETARY. 

CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISPMENT, LTD., 
P.O.BOX 1525, 

ACCRA. 



It t--

!Y"~~ H ltF"Jl!.t', J II 
G01.D COJ\Sl' CO .. OPERATIVt WlIOLESI\LE EST/~BLISHMENT LTD. 

Sir, 

P.O.Box 1525, 
ACCH.l\ 

12th Juno, 1953. 

With refcrcncl.;) to your l ... cter No.l1060/ d.J.tcd the lOth 
June, 1953, I have to reply as follows:-

Cons~quent upon certain proposals submitted to the 
Minister of Labour, the Honourable A.E.lnkumsah, by the 
Managing Director, Mr.M.T.Kwodo Mercer, to be incorporated 
in the druft Ordinance of the proposed Gold Coast vlbolesale 
Establishment to he J~ld b>fore the Lc~isl~tive ~ssembly 
early next month, I was ordered by the 11<map.:ing Director to 
go ahead schedule of the Ordinance to investigate the 
possibility of estc.l.blishing stores of the 'Nholesale Establish­
ment in certain important towns in the country. Having 
explored similar avenues in the Eastern Refion, I was ordered 
to see what could be done in the Trans/Volta Refion, principally 
in the neighbourhood of Denu and Aflao. The f~ct must be stated 
that there has been a temporary slacking in the day to day 
activities of the Co-operative Wholesale Establishment owing to 
the transitional period through which the Establishment is 
passing. Furthermore, on account of some unfo~seen obstacle 
placed in the way of Minis ter Inkumsah to get goi.ng the 
Commission of Enquiry into the activities of the Co-oparative 
Wholesale Establishment, for \.Ja i:::h reason the CommisEion was 
to open or.ly prelimindry investigations for two 0r three days, 
the danaging Director of the Co-opqrati ve Wholesale Establish­
ment,taking advantage of this dull period, instructed me to pro­
ceed to Denu and Aflao for the set business of the c:x:plor a ti on. 

J'.1y home to\·/n is only four mile s awa y from Afle 0; so 
I sought permiSSion and obtained one from th,.,. Hanag:i.nr D:i.rector 
to cross the French Boundary to visit my .sick mothei~ du!"i ng my 
official tour. 

I left Accra on the 23rd of I·lay and got to my destinati on 
at 6.30 p.m. that day. The journey was tiresome one and I went 
to bed at 10 p.m. My younger brother, the last born of my parents, 
together with a first cousin of mine \...n..th another friend - all 
staying in my father's house - might have got t~e car key on 
my table while I was asleep. Because all I knew was that on awak­
ing from sleep at about 2 a.m. by a strong knock at the door, the 
report came in tha t a car which carne in froIl:. Acc ra tha t evening 
was involved in a terrible accident and two of the occupants lost 
their lives, they were my younger brother and my first cousin. 

I must stress that nobody asked me for the key, If I had 
a prior knowledge of their going out with the ?ar, my ~driver was 
available to drive them out. But I was asleep &"".d a~ -L ",as occu­
pying my late brothe r I s room, na~ural~y, he was acce~fdble to the 
car key; and he must have taken It whlle I wa.s asleep. 

I was summoned to the police station the next day to give 

a statement, which I did. 

I ran to Accra the following day and repor t2d the accident 

t M' 't I kumsah I went back to Lome the next day only to be 
o lnlS er n • , . ·h·"" b~· d t 1 d b the French police 10)" not lI'.f orminr: t. ern 0 n,y a ",en-
e fa ne L y for two days I was released ~h0 next day the 29th 

ce rom ome • 
and I returned to Accra 0:1. the 30th. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Sgd) Ajete Bahun 
SECRETARY. 
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o your " tri ctly confid ntilll ll ] etter of 29th 

d,tall'-'d report on Mr. Bahun, Cccrctary, 
E.stablishmeni.;'s Clctiv;itiAs during --our 

Kin~dom, particularly so with rcf;r;nce 

n my notes for th· Q.lidance of Mr.Ajete Bahun, a copy 
ich I forwarded to you before I recently left for the United 

ngdom, you will find attention drawn to the matters \\..~ich 
re important. It is to the points covered by the notes tha t 
.Bahun's activities should relate. 

Now, in his reply of 12th June, to your letter No.11060 
ted lOth June, paragraph 2, t1r. Bahun li"rit es tha t flI was 

rdered by the f1anaginf> Director to go ahead of schedule of the 
rdinance to investigate the possibility of establishing 
tores of the Wholesale Establishment in certain import3.nt towns 

in the country..... instructed to pro ceed to Den·~ '3nd A~la~ 
tor the set business of the exploration". 

l-ir.Bahun has never, at any time, been asked ':,0 ftO on 
1nvestigation into the possibility of trade expancion. ~He has 
certainly never been ordered to go to Trans-Yolta. ~ muc:'l more 
eross the French boundary. He took advantage of tho absence 
of the Managing Director and, in complete disregard to duty, 
went away from Accra .... Tithout a word to the Permanent Secretary 
or the Minister. He went away without leavin~ neteR or directives 
to anyone. There was no i tinery, no pro v:Ls ionaJ i t:i.nery ~ no 
trace, no record, notbing. 

There is no recor d or repor t either of the su pposed tour 
of investigation ttr of any business of exploration done during 
the critical week May 23rd to May 30th. 

Having taken away th e Establishme nt ! s station .... ragon for 
an unauthor ised purpose to an unauthoris ed destina ti on, and ha ving 
landed himself in a mess on the French territory, 
Mr.Bahun has made up stories, without the shadow of any eyidence, 
about one thing ani another. 

It is in this setting: that one finds one cash payment 
voucher being substituted for anothe r; that one find3 3. strange 
claim for a week's allowance for business supposedly done 
outside the Secretary's stati~n. 

With regard to the car accident all the facts ar·e not 
known to me You and I, of course, have been in touch with 

e Police in Accra and we bo th have had th eir not es that the 
car has been impounded by the French in Lome. This is confirmed 

y Mr.Bahun. Further I have addressed a letter to t~e Chief 
0110e Officer in Lome stating that the Austin Statlon.Wagon 
o AD 232$ is the property of the Gold Coast Co-operatlve 
~le.ale Establishment, and requesting inform ation about 

1. Where/ 



1. Where the car is, 

2. Who was driving it at the time' of the accident, 

3. Whether it is true that Mr.Ajete Bahun 
Secretary of the Gold Coast Co-operati.~e 
Wholesale Establishment, is wanted for trial 
in Lome, 

4. If so, the offence for which he is going to be 
tried. 

· ,/ 

But even without the answers from the Police in Lome, certain 
points are clear: 

1. The Establishment cannot claim on insurance 
for the damaged car. Mr.Bahun confirms that 
the driver at the time , of the accident was not 
an employee of the Co-operative Wholesale 
Establishment. 

2. The Co-operative Wholesale Establishment would 
be unwise to attempt to recover the cost of the 
car from Mr. Bahun, who is not secured. Nor 
should he be retained in empl oyment for the 
purpose of making him liquidate the loss by 
instalments from his salary. 

To sum up, Mr.Bahun, without courtesy, leave, or 
authori ty, left the he adquarters of the Co-ope rati ve 
vfuolesale Establi0hment for an unauthorised private trip 
to L(lme, W1 ere th rough his lack of care and supervisi on, 
AD 2328 got damaged in a fatal accident. 

2. The French Police have impound8d the car and 
Mr.Bahun has got away by bailor by paying a deposit. The 
car is beyond recovery. 

3. Mr. Bahun cla imed an out station allowance f0r vnrk 
wh ich he did no t do, and played a bou t wi.. t h important docume nt s 
like cash payment vouchers, while he was in an acting capacity; 
and took advantage of his position. 

4. He made sale s and did nrt pay into the bank promptly. 
He has paid in to date for all that has been sold and I have seen hi 
his statement Which should appear in the books. 
Whethe r he got the best pr ices and th e best bargains is a 
trading matter, and opinion can be divided on this. 

5. There has been an allegation that 275 sacks 'of good 
flour ex the Taurus were dispos ed of a ·t the beach on the ground 
that they were bad. The Registrar holds that they were all good 
flour .. I have been going into this and there is evidence that 
the Reg"is trar' s case is not quite right. 

On the whole the re is a case for dismissal based on 
1 and 3, and there also is a case for prosecution arising 
from 3 in this paragraph. 

The Ag. Perma:1ent Secret.ary, 
tv1inistry of Labour, 

Accra. 

(Sgd) T.M.Kodwo Mercer 
Managing Director. 



Name: 
Address: 
Occupation: 
Native of: 

F1f(19c tfHFN"- IILI! - . 
R.O.R. 577/53. 

AJETE BAHUN, 
co-op ->l/SALE ESTABLISHMENT, 

SECRETARY, and Deputy to th e 
D:ir ector, 

KETA. 

In the absence of Mr.Kowdwo Mercer, the Managing 
Director of the C.W.E. from QyeCountry, I a~ his accredited 
Deputy and assume duties as such until his return to the 
Country. In such a capacity, I have to use my on discretion 
in all adninistrative matters-. 

It happened tha t I "lent to Aflao, a Trans-V .. lta 
region with a view to conduction sone sort of survey. I got 
there on the evening of the 23rd May, that was Saturday 
I crossed ever to Lone with a view to return to Aflao on 
Monday the 25th. On the very night of the 23rd my car got 
smashed up in a nast accident. I sent in all 8 days Over 
the broken car and return to Accra on the 30th with a hired 
car which I shared with some one els~. 

On my return to Accra I ordered my cashier to 
pay me £6/-/- to cover the travelling expenses, in this 
case, the hire of th e Taxi. He might have misunderstood me 
and put d.wn a wrong narration. I discovered the error 
and corrected it myself 

It is pertinent to note that nobody disc~vered 
the error for me. I dis covered this myself and corrected 
it. No quarry was sent to me by the Inspectors or anybody, 
and I had not the slie;htest Knowledge that tpis case has 
.een taken up with the Police. I corrected the wrong wording 
on the V.ucher on my ewn accord. If there were any bad 
intention I would have destroyed th e voucher and submitted 
a new one. I did not do that, I allowed the voucher t~ 
remain on record and a new one prepared. The six pounds 
claimed was for the Taxi fare. I did nut !':len tion to anyone 
not even any of my surbodinates that I was goin to Tsite. 
I cannot say where the petrol was bought from. My driver who 

hhas net left the e'nployment to far bought the petrol. I do not k 
know the name of th e driver I came to Accra wi th, but I can 
trace him. 

I have stron reasons to believe that Mr.Hewson 
the Re istrar, brought up this matter with the Police. He 
did this because he bears me a p,rude. I was asked to 
investigate a case of a cheque he signed and which he ~"'''''!) 
has denyed. I am to appear as a witness against him in 
September next. Knowing this, he in turn is trying all he 
can to find fault with me. And the procedure he has adcpted 
is incorrect. The Managi Director arrl th e Liquidat(;~ s 
ef the C.I.E. are the proper persons to lodge this ccmplaint 
with the Pel1.c e. All monies received f'or sales were all paid 
to Bank and proper rec ip s obtained. 

(Sgd) Ajete Bahun. 
13/7/53. 



GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE 

VlHOLESALE ESTA13LISHf'.~ENT LTD., 
(REGISTERED No.520) 

"Xii -------- -------

(Yours" ••.•.. " . " •. 
Ref: (Ours ••••••.•...•• 

The Superintend e nt ..,f Polic e , 
Cantonrnen ts , 

Accra . 

P.~.Box 
1525, ........ 

A C C R A, 

G"ld Coast. 

14th July 1953. . .. .. .. . . ". . ........ . 

I am the Hanagin€\ Dir e etor of the G"ld Coas t 
Cooperative 'Nholesale Est'J.blishment . 

I hereby state fu ..... t Mr. Bahun is the Secreta.ry 
of the C..,ope r a t ive Who1esalL Establishment and deputises 
in my abs en ce . During my absence fro'TI the Gold Coast f r om 
May 22nd to J u ne 16th 1953, he tlct d in my place. 

While he acted for the linn rinft Director 
Mr.Bahun h ad .J.Uthor ity (deriving frc.M his Clffice) t ", 
go where, in his dlscreticn, he cenc_dered necesC'ury and 
advi.sabl e i n t he int erc['t of the bu cines!;. 

Mr. Bah un, like othe l' employees f..f the 
Establishment is entitled to 00 rnie:ht ulluwunce when 
he travels o n ch;. ty . For example, in April t:1jS year he 
travelle d t o Tarkwa and he 'IN s rrant d an all n·.-.r:mce at 
the r a te .f f ifteen h i111nr5 a night. 

T.M. KC DWO I>1ERCER . 



SALES AT TAKORA])I ViHOLESALE - 4TH JULY, 1..2..2..2. 

QUAI'Jl'ITY DESCRIPTION PRICE OBTAINABLE AMOU1'l' 

726 Bags Cement @ 5/- each 181 .. 10" -
120 Cases Corned Beef @ £3 per case 360. -0 -

39 Cases Key Soap @ £1 per case 39. -0 -
58 Cases Sunlight Soap @ .£1.10/- per case 87. -0 -
64 Cases Life Buoy Soap @ £2 per case 128" -. -
82 Cartons Tate Sugar @ 10/- per ctn. 410 -. -

£ 836010. -

7th July,1953. Ajete no.hun 
..eCl ••• ooo.eeeeoOoo •• 

SECRETARY,CoWoE~ 
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"B" 

he Managing Director, ' 
Co-OpeJ:'a ti ve 'liV/Sale, 

ACCRA. 

Dear Sir, 

P.O.Box 1525, 

Accra. ' 

16th ,July, 1953. 

I a Y
'). brin~il1g to your mice as a r:{ood ci tizen 

--

and to explain to you how sales 01' flol'.r was conducted both 
in AccrG. and in Taj~oradi and the correct amount paid in by 
the customers. You may T)lease checJ~ :from YO'ur sheet, submi tted 
by the m8naging Secretary i:f all what I am giving to you is ' 
correct. I am wri ttin,n: this to you because I was one o:f the 
agents who sold the goods to the said people and the share I 
had :from it. 

First of' all J saw a sheet submitted to you 
stGting that some bags of flour were sol d at one pound ten 
(30/-) one pound and so :forth but I am telling you,without 
:fear of intimir:la tioD th8 t none of the 80 called :flour 1,'Vere 

:from two pounds :fifteen and three pounds and I am even 
prepared to tell you the truth. 

Now you may be aware that the Secretary proceeded 
to Takoradi to' make Gome saleso At Takoradi y,re sold the cement 
726 bags at 8/- a bag but the sheet Gubmi tted to you I saw 
5/- a bag which is quite incorrect. Now Sugar was sold in 
three parts. 

30/': 
20/':" 

and all these money were 
13/- and they were al l 82 cartons 
taken away by Mr.Bahun. 

Apart :from all these sales made at Takoradi 
mysel:f and Harry Chapman V1ere asked to wai t and collect 
some money from certain peoplee In :fact after enquiring 
from the Cashier the amount paid in by the Secretary I was 
shocked. Harry Chapman will be my witness that we brought 
down :from Takoradi an amount o:f £1,071 and where as the 
Secretary had already taken almost £600 pounds away. According 
to information so far received, only £818 12/- have been paid 
into the C.W.Eo 

For the interest o:f C.W.E. and as a now Director 
you may please ask the vlhereabouts o:f the remaining £822. 

Now shares given to mysel:f Boateng and Harry 

Owusu 20 
Chapman 16 
Boateng 8 

You may please ask if' all these monies will be 
debited to C.W.E. accounts. And I am ever prepared to give 
you more information whenever I ~ call upon to do so. 
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NOTES TAKEN AT A MEETING BET1fJEF..N THE MINISTER "A" 
OF LABOUR AND LIQUIDATORS OF THE C.W.E. HELD 
AT THE MINISTER'S OFFICE ON THURSDAY 6 TH AUGUST 

1953 AT 9.30 A.M. ' --------
Present: 

Hon. A.E.Inkumsah, Minister of Labour, 
Mr.M.G. 

" E. 

" J. 

" E. 

" G. 

Hewson, Registrar of Co-operative-Societies, 
K.Mercer, Managing Director, C.W.E., 

S.Annan, Principal Asst. Secretary M/Labour, 
J.Frenkoglou 
Bolleter 1 Liquidators. 

Minister: I did not know that ,~~r.Helil'son had already invited 

you for a meeting in connection wi t11 this liqui­
dation but it just occurred to me after my visit 
to Tamale that having appointed you as liquidators 

it would be necessary to have a meeting or two. 
I do not want to bother you wi th the history of the 

C.W.E. Before you were appointed I had a 'l ot of 

conflicting points of' view and so far we have been 

able to come to a decision that outside people 

should te appointed as liquidators and upon that 
decision I nominated you. There is gOing to be 

the necessary publication in the Gazette. In 
connection with the list that is placed before you, 

I do not want to go back on the history of the C.ITV'. E. 
but you have heard of certain irregLllarities in 

the C.W.E. In view of this the government has 

decided that the C.W.E. should be reorganised and 
put on a different basis and in connection with 
that decision it became necessary that those goods 
which are not wanted and are deteriorating in the ' 
warehouses of the Establishment should be-cleared. 
The only way to do that is by liquidation. We' 
thought it was going to be a sort of paper liqui­
dation whereby the transaction would pass on 
almost imperceptibly, but the time is so extended 
that it is necessary that proper liquidation 
should take place. In connection with that 
proper liquidation I want to impress this point 
on your minds, THAT IT IS NOT THE INTENTION OF 
GOVERNMENT TO DESTROY THE C.W.E. The problem is 
that the goods which have been ordered; and stocked 
by tM C.1~J.E. are not the lines which people want 
so they are to be cleared and the C.W.E, · reorg~nised 

in order that new goods might be ordered. When , 
this liquidation started Mr. Hewson the Registrar, 
'appointed certain gentlemen in his department as 

liquidators ••• / 



- ,r~-
liquid t ,..' but t.h PUll1 :Lt! Ol"'hlion, rmrl in fact the 

C 11 +" t,1() •• 111, 1:h'11~ it. V,:-13 not p1"op()'r to appo:lnt men under 

~~1". I '~Tt:'\ n. l'Ol' tJJi c runr::on rro thouGht, and many others 

sub"'.rib d to the vievr , that as a Registrar if he were to 

ap'_oint mon under himself as liquidators he might directly 

or j.ndirectlv influence them and so it was not feasible. 

For th3t reason the Cabinet has decided that independent 

people who are not government of'ficials and who are under 

nolJody s ould be appointed, so that I and Mr.Heyvson 

should wash our hands of the liquidation. I am saying 

this here right now in the presence of Mr.Hew'Son that you 

are appointed by the Government and that you would not be 

influenced by the Regi stra'r. You are going to act inde­

pendently except that you are going to have some sort 'of 

direction as to how to go on and when you come to major 

issues in connection with either the reduction of' staff or 

such, that decision will nQt lie pith Mr.Hewson, but would 

be a deci sion to be taken by the ... 9.abinet •. _ Anotnerimp.D.r~. __ 
tant point which arises is that I' am afraid' Hr.Alema' is .-- .-

at present the Trade Of'-f'icer appointed by the old Government 

and directly or indirectly people are putting the blame on 

him for these maladministration or irregularities and sO 
- _ . . 

many things, and I think that_ it is only proper that such 

a man should not interfere with your worl-:: s Recently 

Mr.Alema was advised to have a survey of the goods but I 

thought it 'tvas really lJad.. Alema is the very man Vlho 

ordered the goods which are not wanted by the people, and 

how can the same man, in the proesent circumstances, be 

instructed to survey the goods? It is ridiculous. 

By stating that you should not be in:fluenced by Mr. Hewson 

I am not imputing any motive at all but 1.'Vhat I mean to say 

is directly or indirectly, consciously or unconsciously, 

his department may be blamed for all these irregularities 

because ~or a number o~ years, say three or Jour years, 

these irregularities have been going on. 
records of Auditors Reports signed by Mr. 

I have seen 
drawing 

attention to these irregularities and I personally feel 

that it should have been the responsibility of' the Depart­

ment of Co-operation to take steps to stop these irregulari­

ties which have been going on until the Department o~ 

Co-operation has been put under liquidation. I ~eel that 

that department is directly or indirectly blamable and that 
is why in my point. o~ view they should not influence you 

in the execution o~ your job. If' they knew how to correct 

these anomalies they should h~ done so long ago. All 

that I want to say·is that you have been appointed as 
people, you are not under my inf'luence and you 

to be under the influence of' anybody; ·yeu· 

are ••••• / 



It rt ... 
ah-~ C;0.lngto do yOi.lr' "Jork conscientiou8ly t6 the 

satisfaction of' the Oabinet and nobody elllet;; That is 

why 1 w'ant this meeting to take place so that w.ha tever 
views 

I may 

Today 

you 

say 

the 

have or Mr. Hewson has we might hear them now. ' 

that I do not say this with Rny evtl intention. 

C.W.E. and the Co-operative Department itself'e 
oi which Mr. Hewson is the Registrar are all under this 

Ministry and so those days when Mr. Hewson him~ t00k 

responsibility and gave necessary directions are gone. 

I am directly responsible f'or all major issues in cor~ec­

tion with the Department of' Co-operation i ts"elf' and the 

I want to make this clear to you M 

I also f'eel th~t I have to issue a press release 

very soon to explain to the public why this liquidation 

is taking place, why these goods are being'clea~ed, so 

that we rio not have queries here and there. Incidentally 

here j. s an a ,,?;enda prepared by Mr. 'Hewscm whi ch if' 

necessary we might go through to see what he had at the 

back of his mind in preparing it. 

uidat<>r: On behalf of the two of' us I thank you very much f'or 

appoin 'sing us to thi s job and we shall do it as faithfully 

and ef'f'iciently as possible, but before going further I 

think we should discuss the line of action and have 

necessary instructions, terms of reference, what are our 

duties and responsibilities" I "Nant you to give us 

def'inite instructions what our duties amI rosponsibili ties 

are and we shall do our best to carry them ou-:;. 

ister: We thought that this liquidation or clearing of goods was 

going to take a very short time and that the new body was 

going to take over; that is -why we appointed the 

Managing Directo~ Mr. Mercer. It is not the intention 

or the Government to delay this liquidation that is why' 

you f'ind that the establisD~ent is being liquidated and 

yet we have the Managing Director. You have got to have 
it at the hack of your minds th8.t we do not want to 

destroy thj.s Establishment; it is just an eff'ort to clear 

the goods. 
son: The intention was to have a preliminary discussion on the -, 

points invol~ed and have clarification on certain matters. 
On this question of' d.iscussion these would seem to be some 

of the points which should be decided upon here - first 
of' all the stocks that have. to be disposed of', and the 

stocks that are not be sold, then there 1s a time 
factor, methods of' disposal" whether it may be better to 
dispose of' them in lots c::tQ.,., what of'fers, tho general . 

problem or overhead, letter or instructions to liquida­
tors, terms of' payment of liq1..lida tors. 



uidator: 

ster: 

ster: 

· ,(h ... 
We h,'1vo covered thcDO Grounds in a general way and the 

('1,1 'ii" 'iJllllol'tnnt 1'0ir..t io a lecter of' inotructions. In 

~,'1.Qt CQf.\C will l,ro1.1 put up the necessary letter of' 

instr ..... lCt:Lol1s :f.'or nw approval as I vdll be extremely busy. 

Now it is for the liquidators to f'ix up a date to go and 

see the ManagInr; Director who will show them round and 

Clny minor detaj,ls to be :filled in by the Manar:)ng Director 

No member of tllO staff' of' Co In!. B. is to interfere with . 

your business. No advice is to be 80ugI:t from anybody, 

the only man you are going to work in conjunction with 

is the Ha.naging Director and if there is anything which 

needs reference either to myself or to Mr~Hewson you 

can do so.. You have got,the staff there and the head 

of' the staf'f' is Hr~Mercer. You must not have anything 

to do with Mr"Alema; he should not come neal" you. 

I am sorry to be personal but I must be personal; he 

should not come near you. 

V:Jhy I want to know our terms of reference is to know 

wheth<3r we have to investigate why this item was ordered 

and. so on. I suggest we go round tomorrow to have a 

loot: again at the stocks 1,1vith the stock books and· have 

an id.es what stocks there are which vvould be sold, and 

that we prepare the goods in small lots of say £2,000 

so that everybody can come and bid. My opinion is that 

an70ne who·j.s going to b'LW these goods must make a profit 

and I think we must alJ.ow a margin o:f % 01' .., CP10 of the 

cost and then a-L-lction them .. 

We are not concerned ~ithclcaring of the goods to small 

traders or to any particular class of traders; we are 

only concerned with clearing the goods. 

VlThat we mean is that if' we make the goods up into lots 

o:f say £5~000 etc., not many people could come forward 

to bid and there would not be keen competition so I 

think we make several lots costing less so that all can 

bid and that We get the best possible price. 

I agree that it would be a good thing f'or the liquidators 

to look round and ask questions then mt;\ke up their minds 

,as to wJ1a t terms of re:ference 1ilOuld be sui table and we 

should giv~ them ever~T help and co-operation. 

''llhen you can decide what time to q;o pound and prepare 

your notes. Yours is not to detel"mine why thi1"l was 

oro.or'3d and so on, yours is to clear the goods. 
IT FlAS HERE AGREED THAT THE LIQ,UIDATORS SHOUI,D PUT UP 

r:)':G3-:f.:}STIONS AFTER I!l;'"SPECTJOW OF THE STOOKS ALlID StrCH 

SUGGESTIONS TO FORM TE:0 BASIS OF THE LEI'TER OF INSTRUCT I or, 



NO'T'~8 or A Hr,ET D'TG W:~LD AT T~l'F' n ;;:pJ,RTMENT OP CO-OP}~RATION 
AIRPORT OF"PICE ON WT~D:f\F~SDAY 12TH AUGTJ8T 1953. 

. >;-

Pl"osent: RCS (Hoyrson), J\.r;DRCS (Na;,rsmj.th), Co,Consumors (Sp8.rlws) 
C(O~AU~it (Dad~ie) and Messrs. Frecl~o~lou Dnd Bolletor 
llquldatorc; of C.W.T::. L,td) . 

'we1"e: 
Tho Rogistrar explal'n~d th.q t tIle of tl t1' ~ _ _'-' purDoses .' 10 meo no 

i. to explain to tho liquidators the position concerning 
the uso of tho bank accounts and to regulo.rise tho 
position brought about by the change of liquidators; 
and 

ii. to discuss with the Ij.quida tors in what vlay the 
department could help them in carrying out tho legal 
duties imposed on them by virtue of their appoint­
ment. 

~e eJ'!lphasised that tho total resDonsibility was theirs and 
iJha t the mal}!ler and method of' liquidation should be decided by 
them. He did not wish to intGrvene cxcept the liquidators were 
in need of truidance Vlhi ch he, under the terms of the . 
~o-operative So~ieties Ordinance, was bound to give them. As 
1 twas alreaay LJ.nderstood that tl:e liquidators were to dispose 
of the stock-in-trade he did not propose to discuss the details 
of its disposal except to point 9Vt that the~ (the liquidators) 
may not be required to dispose of all stocks. On that point he 
would.endeavQur to get a decisiorr. 

2. VVhat was obviously of great importance was the keeping 
of the accounts. It was to discuss this that he had asked for 
the attendance of his deputy (Mr. Naysmith) and the senior 
officer (Mr Dadzie) who supervises tbe CliVE accounts under the 
direction of Mr.N9Ysf!l ith. At an earlier staff discussion it had 
been suggested tha t no particular purpose was n017 being served 
by kecping accounts a s thou.gh the CVVE was a going concern. That 
labour, and the cost of' it, mi -;ht well be saved, and the 
liquidators better suited, by discontinuing tho ' present system 
in favour of a simplified form. As, presLJ.mably, there would ' in 
future be nei t,her pUJ:'chases nor credi t trade it seemed point­
less to ' continue as though there were no changes in the organ­
isation. As, however, the responsibili ty for the accounts ViaS 
nov! that of the liquidators vvho will necessarily have to 
account for the final result, it was agreed by the staff that 
the matter must be discussed with them. He would, therefore, 
ask the liquidators if they had yet decided on the methoa. by 
which they were pr9posing to account for their disposals,. and 
whether they had given any thought to the keeping 01' the 
accounts generally. 

3. Mr. FRENKOGLOU explained that, after consultation with 
Mr. Mercel~, it had been decided that the stock was to be divided 
into lots. VVhen these were sold either he or Mr. I30lleter would 
issue a sales invoice from a book kept strictly under their 
personal control. The purchaser would then be required to pay' 
to the cashier the agreed price as shown on the sales invc:tee, 
and on production of evidence that he had,so paid h? would be 
permitted to remove the goods concerned from the wholesale. 
The sales :for the day would be summarised, totalied, and , 
compared wi t], the cashier! s r<;c<;j.pts in the ?ash-book •. H~ 
(Mr.FrenJcoglou ) vms o~ the Opln1?n that prov1ded the 11Sll,;11dat­
ors had properly carrIcd out theI~ part of t~e transactIon the 
responsibility :for proper accountIng would ~l? ?lsewhere. On 
its being pointed out that no lr:'ga~ res 1Jonslb1l1ty could . 
possibiy lie elsewhere,as tlle 1~qu1dat~~s were alone respon~lble 
for conducting the bUSIness and aCCOUTliJIng :for all transactIol:}s 
and cash both received ?nd paid, Mr.Frenkoglou averred that if 
such were th~ case he would insist upon handling all cash him­
self and he would :-dispense wi th the services 0f a cashier. He 
had nothing against any pa~tictt"T'ar cashier, but he vl[ould 
certainly not put himself 1n the hands of any man who \7aS 
unknown to him. He ran his own business in the srune way and 



and! 
would i~sist upon handling this business in a like maru1er. 

L~. Mr.NAYSHITH asked if' it could nO'7.be assu.rned that the 
liquidators had already taken over f'ull' control of' and, there­
f'ore, full responsibil t:r f'or all sales. HI' FRENKOGtOU said . 
that they had not done so. They had 9 at tlmt stage, agreed with 
Mr. Mercer on the broad basis of' selling, but 1 t had been rather 
assumed by then tha t provided he (Mr Mercer) yms satisf'i cd vii tho 
prices of'fered he had :full authority t.o soIl 2nd they had not 
interfered. If this waD not the case he was of the opinion - in 
\7hich he was supported by r,Jr.Bolleter - that the sooner a' 
def'inite instruction to that ef'f'ect was issued the better, and 
tha t a date should be fixed frof: ,:,hich the appointed liquidators 
should assume :full responsibility, When it was pointed out that 
the legal re8ponsibilities qnd duties of a liquidator a~e as 
laid dovm in section 56 of' the Co-opera tive Societies Ordinance 
an,d that nobody is in a'position to [Tr 2nt absoluti.on :fr.om .. the 
requirements of' the law, botll AII' Frenkoglouand MJ' Bolloter .- -
e%pressed the vi ew thn t they had not been properl;;'T informed of' 
the legal posi tion. The impression ,Gained by jehem waE. that their 
duties began and ended with disposing of' the stocks to the best 
advantage. If' th8.t was not the position thcm they v!ould wish to 
be f'nlly inf'ormed in wrj, ting of' the extent of' the duties 
expected of' them. The REGISTRAR said he would endeavour to 
ensure that such a letter was sent to each liquidator without 
delay. 

5. On the questi on of' the accounts it was taken as agreed 
that until the liquidators are more avvare of' what is involved 
they wished no changes in the present system. They understood 
that all cheques dra.vn on the several bailie accounts must be 
authorised and counte rsi gned by one or other of' them. 



Dear Sir, 

P. O. Box 1523, 
12th August 1953. 

As you are fully aware, in order that the affairs 
of the Co IV. E .. may go on smoothly, Li quidators were 
appointed as from the 27th July 1953, the only thing 
at present being consideration of the details of 
their letter of instructions regarding their duties. 

In the circurnstances~ I would advise you$ in the 
interest of smooth working of the Liquidators and to 
save me from further headache~ to wash your hands 
off completely from the duties of the Liquidators$ in 
other words$ from the C. W. E. 

Yours f aithf ully, 

AeE.Inkurns ah 
The Minister of Labour. 

M.GoHEWSON, 

REDISTRAR CO- OPERATION, 

ACCRA. 

C C:-
MESSRS. FRAN'KOGLO AND BOLLm'ER, 

LIQUI DATORS p 

MANAGING DIRECTOR . 

De ar Sirs, 

P. O.BOX 1523, 
12th August 1953. 

With further reforence to the meeting you had with 
me i n m0r Ministry dated the 6th instant regarding your 
t onns of reference as Liquidators, I have to advise you 
t hat while the details of your letter of instructions 
are b eing worked out, I conf'irm that as Liquidators 
y ou are absolutely ind.pendent of the Department of 
Co-operati on. 

Th~ Executive side of the Liquidation wi ll continue 
to be t he r esponsibility of t he ~'anaui nr- Director and 
his s taf f . Thus the C. i/. ::. Sta1'1' will continue to be 
responsibl e, f or example, for the custody 01' st ocks 
cash; and t ... e cntr of sales r e cords. 

Yours f ai t hf ul l y, 

The Minister of Labour. 

MESSRS. FRANKOGLO AND BOLLEn' ER, 
LIQUID TORS, 

THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, 
THE RIDISTRAR - COOP&RA':IOJ, 

ACCRA. --



in 
:tact 

D HAP T. 

0, l~ S:1.', 

Yo, J I;\V~ alrenc'J'l ng:ro(x1 to 8ct Of) 1 :1 (JUJ.c)Htorr of i,hr, 
CO- " - Pie. t j.VC 1'1/1101 01110 n;F~tobJj f.,hm(,nt r. tn 1 tvl [nr. will 
.~ 1l 11 V(~t'fJ and 1"11.1 Ucr im,,)Of cu. U1JOn yOl~ bv In;, ovtl j n~rJ 
(,t On r.:G 01' (told Con~t Orc'U nnnCr, No. 15 1937, Dnd in 

lie 1 G}nnnal' WQl'l- rtS RnclcJ c on th'1 Com:nnn or; / .. ctn ImrJ 
Pc J me' G ProCeden tn of. Compun,y r,DW. 

. ou will aCco-rclj w;-ly 1) rcsT'lonf31"bJ (; for th8 gencr·nl 
adJnlniptration of' thr. f1f'fr. irG of the fiold (;O'F.;t Co-opcl· ... tti·', 
'V1 lcG~lc ·. '"'tobJ ishmcnt Limited in li(1uj dation in~ lo.in-
th~ "'at' (.; ,tody of its co h stock in'trade, and ot . .cr IlZ,:c..tc, 
f'nd save in so :far 3S inrlicntcd 1.n paragronh 5 'belo"" for 
th, l~ )ulisat i011 Jf' tlw snitl stoclu" ancl other propcrti cs to 
best adv'"' ta"'c. 

It is aereed th .. qt you will dispose of Gtock:' in 
individual lot whi81 lots shaD. be betwecn .~1 ,000 to £5,000 
in bool{ volue. Such lots vlill be aclvertis0d senarately by 
publication in the Pl'C03 by circulation to co-operative 
r ~ tail COnGUlW'r stor0S, and by such other means as you may 
determine. Tn yOUI' advertisement you "Iill make it plain 
that you arc not bound to accept the high9st offer should 
t at offer in -,Tour opinion be less than a reusonable nrice 
havinG regard to the current market value. 

All salce should be for cash. 

You ma-l recei ve subsequent directions to the effect 
that Gome portion oT the; stock in trade a~l tl)ther proper-
tics should bc retained in favour of t1:c ultimate crcd:tor 
of thc business. Such stock in trade ~10 prcpertics uill 
not exceed £L!O,OOO when valued at cost, and if S\~ch reten­
tio"1 is dcciried 11']on you will receive instructions as to thei:­
identity and teatment •. 

Since t 11C Co-operative '7holesalt.;: ~stabl:sbmen.t is in 
liquidation all employees tl1creof must consider theMselves as 
liable to instant disl11issal. It is not desired hO'lever that 
you shouldLtermin.ate al).y employee without prior reference; 
As a preliIT!innry vou 'lill submit a memorand1.un of rCCOJTJPlcn~ 
dations in that regard. 

A t the conclucion of yrmr of'fi cc, rlnd 2 t ~uch oth'~r 
tines, ns ma~T be required, you \-rill present n statel-:1cnts of 
accounts 8upDorted by documentary evidEmce and including 
all transactions effecting the business. Your f'i1101 accOlmts 
will be the subject of' audit. 

You will be required to enter into a bond in the 
terms u.sual to a liquidation of this nature for the proper 
diccharge of' your duties. You will arrange with the Registrar 
of Co-operative Societics f'or such a bond to be executed. 

SSRS. E.J. FRENKOGLOU. 
G BOLI,IT:CR. 

In consideration •••••••••••••••• 1 



-,h, -
In consideration of the above you will be granted 

a r emuneration based on the menies received'for sales of 
stocks; this was be on the follopi~g scale:-

3% each on the first £1~000 realised. 
2~ 11 II " next £1,500 If 

~ If II 11 next £2.,500 11 

1t% 11 11 11 II £5,000 If 

1% 11 II 11 II £90,000 " 
~ " 11 arly subsequent realisations 

In addition as from 1st August you will each be 
paid an allowance of £13 per month in recogni tion of your out 
of pocket expenses as to transport. This allowance will be 
payable for the duration of the liquidation or far a period 
of four months whichever shall be the shorter. 

Your expenses and remuneration shall constitute a 
first char~e on the business. 

MGH/NMT • 

• 

Yours faithfully, 

t.1. G. HEWSON. 

REGISTRJ~R OF CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES. 



e Honourablc, 
Minister of Labour, 
Accra. 

Dear Sir, 

Gold Coast Co-op Wlsale Establishment 
P. O. Box 1525, 

Accra. 

27th August, 1953. 

Ref.Letter CW,..16 of Mr.M.G.Hewson~ 
of the 19th Aug.1953 (re ACCOUNTS 

We should like to refer to the abovementioned 
let ter of t:b.e Deportment of Co--operati on of which, vve presume 9 

vou have received a copy, as weli as the draft letter of 
instrnctions sent to us by Hr. Hewson. 

As regards points a), b) a~d c) mentioned in the 
Department's letter of the 19th inst, we wish to advise you 
that these arc being complied with'to our full satisfaction. 

On the subject of STOCKS, however, we must mention 
tha t we have not taken over and cannot take over the stocks-in 
trade. 've consider ourselves only responsible for the stocks 
tha t we arc actually selling and \7e would emphasize that every 
lot being sold is scrutini?;ea by us and physically checked. 
The remaining responsibility, i.e. the question whether ·the .. 
stocks shown in the stockbinders will balance or not when we have 
finished sellinq;, remains one of the Wholesalekeeper in Charge. 
We understand that tIle last stoclctaking was carried out on the 
7th August 1953 and we presume that everything was then verified 
and balanced. Consequently 1Jfe consider tha t there wi 11 be no 
discrepancies of importance at the end of our operations, except 
such small adjustments of overs and shortages as are normal in 
such an organisation. 

Remuneration: 
'Ve 118ve duly tal{en note of the proposal put forward 

by the Department. After having given our careful consideration 
and havi ng consulted various people, viz. Banl;:s, Chartered 
Accountants etc. on this subject, we feel thc.t the suggested 
terms are not satisfactory to us. Taking into account all the 
advice given to us, we feel that we should be paid at least 
1/3rd of the usual commissions charged by Licensed Auctioneers, 
which is 7~~. As, however, in our opinion, this liquidation 
will take 4 months or over to be completed, we propose that "Te 
should be given £1 500 (One thousand five hur .. dredpounds) each, 
or 2t% Commission, whichever is the higher. we wish to draw 
your attention to the fact tllat the abovementioned amount may 
look hi'S11 in poil')t of view of Salary, but on the other hand this 
annointment is for a limited period only and Salary comparison 
should not apply. You will a Q;ree that VTe have to devote 
practically all of our ti~c to this job Dnd considering the losses: 
our o~'rn priv2te business will su:ffcr d1?e to our absence 
(besides O:L' tl1C fact tha~ ,'i/e are in<:mrring extra expenses by 
having been comPE?llcd t? enp-;~~c relle:f-pore,onel to carry on, o~r 
own enterprise s 1n a mn:ke-slnf't mnnner )the sum of £1500 eaCl) 1S 
not excessive. P.urthermor~ our Gxperience of the market 
conditions ~ill positively be o~ be~ef'icial interest as regards 
prices obtained for stOCKS, a thing which '110uld have been very 
much dii':ferent, had you employed licensed Auctioneers. 

We therefore trust that you vlil1 make a just decision 
ich will take into consideration all the facts mentioned above. 

sheet 2 -



The~UIDJ\TOR8. C.1M. B. to the Hon ... Minister of Labour 

Letter of Instructions: (remarks on the draft submitted by 
Mr. Hewson) 

As regards the first paraqraph of the draft we 
must emphasize that we are lay-men at law and th2_t we simply 
consider our duty and responsibility to be the efficient 
and straight forward clearance of the accumulated old and 
to somo extent deteriorated stocks - and no more. 

Concerning the method of clearing the old stocks 
we like to point out that the method now employed by us 
seems to moet with the approval of the small merchants. 
As,however, lately we had cases of people bidding during 
Auctions who did not take up their lots in the end, where 
necessary we have adopted the method of private sales, 
it being in our opinion in the best interest of tho 
Co-operative 1,'Vholcsale Establishment. 

As regards the reduction of staff - it - has been­
agreed between you and ourselves .that in this respect we" 
have to be guided by the advice of the Managing Director, 
Mr. Mercer. . 

A question of a BOnd does not in our opinion 
arise, since neither are stocks in our immediate custody, 
nor will cash be handled by ourselves. we are only cond.uct­
ing the auction as such and in the second. instance we are 
satisfying ourselves that monies bid are promptly paid to 
the cashier before the goods are , released. Furthermore we 
are also making sure that the cashier always pays over his 
monics to the bank ~ithout delay. 

Looking forward to receive the final instructionsf 
we are dear Sir, 

Your obedient servants 
THE LIQUIDATORS CO-OP WHOLESALE EST. 

(Sgd.) J. Frenkoglou (Sgd.)G.Bolleter 



THE GOLD COAST CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT 
LIM I TED 

REPORT 

on 

THE LIQUIDATION OF STOCKS-IN-TRADE 

covering the period 

AUGUST 8th,1953 to 

DECEMBER 10th,1953 

ORIGINAL to 
DUPLICATE to 
TRIPLICATE to 
QUADRUPL. 

submi tted by 

THE JOINT LIQUIDATORS 
E4J.Frenkoglou, Esq. and 
Gottrried Bolleter, Esq. 

The HonoMinister of Labour 
RoC.S. 
Commission of' Enquiry C.W.Eo 
IJiquidators 

. . 



to submit belo,:! our reDort on the C.~V.0. liquidation 
to us in July? 1953. 

H.!_FRENKOGTOQ To"'ards the middle of' ,July, 
• Q nk~rl?u, Was as1<:cd by Mr. Bo'!.rson the Rerristrar of' Co-

pe,r~tlve . OCl?tlCs, if he W3S prepared to unrlert81~e to act o.s a 
1q1..uda~or of' ~he c.i".r~ He agreed to thif' proposal <mel a few days 
ater hIS a~polntment t"Tlth that of' Hr. Bolleter's VIas nublished 
n the GazeLte. At the time Mr. Hewson visited ~.fr. Frenkof{lou 

did not specifically mention '-crhat hie d.uties as a liql_ddator 
Id be, but later he gathered thDt this would mainly consist 
selling the goods of' the C. 17.12:. at the Accra t,irport 9 on 
ch he had previously carried out a valuation in May last. 

1II!!11!-~~;;;":";=-~' Mr. Bolleter was approacl)ed by a deputy of' the 
Labour towards the end of July 1953, and VJas told 

name had been mentioned to the Hinister and that 'he 
ght be a person in a position to act as a liquidator of' the 
W.B., H~. Bolleter did not know Hr. Inkl.1msah previously. He 
s told that the duties of' a liquidator would be to sell the 

..... '~r-"n s-in-trade of the C. W.E. and this work would have to be done 
soon as DOS sible to permit the Minister to submit certain 

tai Is to the NovemlJer Legi sla ti ve Assembly. Mr. Bolleter 
sed to act as a liquidator under certain condi tions, which 

re that thore would have to be another person as Joint Liquidat­
• He heard nothing more f'rom the Minis ter of Labour after this 
rst contact but found his appointment ga~Gtted on July 28th, 

953, as Joint Liquidator with Mr. Prenkoglou. Immediately nf'ter 
appearance of' the Gazette I\Totice to this ef'f'ect (on the f'irst 

sd8.:lT thereafter) Mr. Bolleter was visited by Mr. Hewson who 
asked him to be present at the Ministry of' Labour for a f'irst 
meeting on _one of' the next days. 

}feoting: the f'ollowing persons wore present -

The Hon. Inkurnsah, Minister of' Labour 

Mr. ,Tones, Department of' l,abour 

11 He7vson, Registrar of' Co-o:perative Societies 

II Mercer, Hano.ginrs Director, C.1fV. B. 
Hr. Naysr1ith, Auditor, Depo.rtment of' Co-opernt10n 
II D·d· II II I' a Z10, 

The Minis ter opened the mcctin,~ bv ,<;i ving a short histo::v of 
the 0.'·', --a af'f'airF. He mentioned tl-' 8.t InOpt of' trw stockS-In-trade 
were c1eterior'1t1n,';.; 0.:>1.'1 tJl'-,t it was ndviso.ble tllnt the [00c12 should 
be dtsP08ed of'? with the le2st DosE~ble delay. He ~18? D?intcd 
out in·ver\T certqin ~er! 'lG thnt ~le ~ 'rlshed t~lat t~ llqulc18"G~rs 
should carr-7 out theJ.r rlut les nlthont any Intertercnce v!l18LJ';ocver 
:from th,) l)(;~8.rtti1(;nt of' Co-op(;r0. ti on. Aftc r the n'.illiF) t·~I' 9 Fr>. 'tcwson 
addressed tJ.-le meetinrr and SLlJ)1-,1itt8c.l a short lLst of pOlnts to be 
discuosoo, it being as follows~-

1. (a) t;:luanti t,7 of' Stoel-s to l)e disnoscc1 

(b) Tin:o factor 

(c) Ecthod of' di r;pOS8l 

2. 0ucstion 0-(> Reduction of' Overhoads 

(a) Attnni-lance of' t1]c Liquid8tors 

(b) Term.s of payment of' the Liguic1ators 

4. Letter of Instruction 



Item 1e a) of' the Ap:enda: 

Mr. Hcwsor: suggest ~:d tho. t a portion of' the stocles-in-trade 
should be retaIned for the f'inal creditors but this portion should 
not exceed £40,000. No f'inal decision on this point'was made, 
however, durin~ this f'irst meeting. 

Item 1eb) of' the Agenc1a l 

Both Mr. Frenkoglou and Mr. Bolleter mentioned tho. t the Cocoa 
Season ~ou1d probably be a better time f'or the disposal of' the 
stock~-In-trade than the months of' Augu2t and September which are 
known' to be the worst .of" the 'year as' i'ar_,_as l:;l:'.~siness~js ~9ncerne~. 
They,.however, mentioned that perishable goods liko provisions of' 
all lunds should be cleared at once and as regards the other 
articles in stocks considera, ti on would have to be given to the 
f'act tha t :1n every sector (textiles, Haberdashe ry and -hardware) . 
the overseas markets were on a recess and th8, tit might perhaps be 
a gamble to Yfai t :for the season, when cheaper go ods were to be 
expected on the local markets, and more uarticularly so, since 
it appeareo th8t mos t of' the arti cles sto cked by the C. "1. -;:';. were 
unsui table for the local trade. Weighing up the above points 
agEl inst each other, the Minister decided there and then t hs t the 
sale of' the stocks-in-trade had to be started with the least 
possible delay, since the Government "vas anxious to see the whole 
C."i.B. af'f'airs settled. He also stressed the point that he wished 
to be in Dossession of' the results as quickly as possible. 

Item l(c) of the Agenda: 

It ,vas unanimously adopted tho. t porUons of' the go ods should 
be put up in lots valuein~ £ 19000 to £5 ,000 at cost. Bids for 
such lots 1Jvere to be obtained in public auctions or by Nevvspaper 
adverti sements. It was als0 ac;recd th8.t as much publici ty as 
possi ble should be given to the :fact tho. t the stocks-in-trade of' 
the C. "'. 'G . '-'vere to be liqui da t ed bef'ore the actv.al sales would 
start. 

Item 2 of' the Agenda: 

Both the Minister and Mr. Hewson emphasized that the Over­
heads should be reduced as much as possible and tha t tho Liguida­
tors were ernpovlered to dismiss staff' where they thought fit. 

Item 3(a) of' the Agend~: 

The Li qu i da tor e agreeCl. to attend daily until the liquidation 
was completed. 

Item 3(b) of the Agenda: 

No decision was taken in thi 8 re 81')e ct and Mr. Hewson on one 
side and we on the other side would make :I:'urther enqUiries in 
this respect. 

I tern 4 of'_~h.e Age~l.dE!;: 

The Minister in.:i'0rrne"1 us th8 t a let ter of' instructi on would 
be prepared ' by tho qegistrar of Co-operative Societies in consul­
tatIon-with the Minister after further enquiries hqd been made as 
rega,rds remunera ti on. 

Af'ter this the meetin7 was closed. 

The day f'0110wing the meeting at the Ministry o:f Labour we 
both went to the Airport and instrl1.cted. the Managing DiI'ector to 
make the necessary arrangements that publicity was given to the 
coming Clearance Sales. Subsequently he arranged :for a Press 
.release through the Departmsnt of' Informati on. This in:f'orma ti on 
was alsb carried by all papers o:f tlE 10c81 press to our knowledge. 
Besides thore was also_ a Radio announcement to this ef':fect. The 
same mo~sures were also adopted in Kumasi later on. 



ICo rI{ 

, , 

Dm tnrr thj:, v.i.::;i t we Flnkr.Cl tl,(' Ma nr'j Di.' ' 
tll(' ~toC'I' P0rij ti H'. J. .' en I .nr; .. rector re0orrJ1ng 

'1 hI· ' i' 011. 0 Informed us th8t no accurate fl"rtlrr..c "'{Gr"" n va 1 8 e as' n f t tl 1,'" . . . J, , ,-,," oJ '-' 

"7tl f J ac 10 , cl';'> t 8tock-talcinp; had tG.ken place on the 
<:. ') 0, ,unc, 1953, for tho Financial Year's Closincr Thor~'wc!'e' 
no hrmdlll1IT-OVOl' nato'" S'llb 'tt d t . I'!> . , 
"", t. D Inl 0 a us bv the prevIous llquidatorsl 

M<?SSI.,. 80m and SparkeD and this was a deplorable state of affairs. 
8~nce t~~CGC two. r;entlcJl1en must have b8en aware for cIUite some 
tlmc tll~t l1C?w ~lquido.tors were to talw over from'tlF:Jl1

9 
it should 

have be'n , wItll111 thetr duties to arrange for a stock-taking per 
t1 e ?nd of July, 1953, and to submit thoir report on fJ'cneral 
af:fall'8 as woll as 'busi noss trnnsacti ons effected by them since 
.Tunc 2?tl,l~ 1953~ ,Nothing of th8 sort was don8, however, at later 
st~ge.~h1u~ef:f1cIency was severely felt. We were in vain asking 
for stocl{ f1,~ur<?S as at the end of June or the encl of .July but to 
our "groat surprlse none vrer8 available. Under these circums tances 
\7e 1 alt compe~lC?d to refuse to take otock and therefore sur;gested 
then to tho H1nIster tl1at tho best solution would be, to leave 
tJ:e mnnagocncnt of C. W.E. then in clurg8 of the adrnini strati ve 
~lde ?f' the bUf'ineGs. We also informed Mr. Howson of our position 
1n tlns Ina tter but we were l eft without imrJ.ediate instructi ons 
from him . Tl18refore we started selling the first lots prepared 
by t~o mana~ement on August 11th, 1953. On August the ~4th, we 
recel ved a draft letter from Mr. Hevrson (a copy of which is 
at tached as Appendix 1) in whi ch he outlined vari ous points 
bearing on the subject of instructions, remuneration etc. 

We mUF>t also mention that only at this stage, during'a meeting 
at the Airuort O:f'fice at which Messrs. Hewson, Favsmi th, Sparkes, 
Dadzie and ourselves were present and at which the officers of 
the Department of Co-operati on were making reconrnendations as 
regards tho keepinr; of accounts in connection with the liquidation, 
HI'. Hevrson handed over to each of us a copy of tl1e Co-opera ti ve 
Ordjnonce, dravling 01.1,1' attention to para.56 of it. we have to 
state here that this procedure in our opinion was positively 
contrar'T to any established principles of employment as our 
attention should have been drawn to this law at the time Vofe were 
invited to nct as liquidators. Had these condi tions been ijlade 
known to us at tl1e time we were first interviewed we would have 
refused the job. 

From the varibus discussions we had wHh th8 Minister and 
the Re~istrar of Co-operative Societies, we deducted that their 
relations were anything but cordial and consequently we were given 
contradictorv instr~ctions. During one of the interviews the 
Minister told us openly that the reason for the bad state 'of 
co-operf-l.tion between himself and the 'R. C. S. was due to the fact 
the. t' the R. C. 8. had an ill-feeling against the Minis tel' because it 
was he who he.d aslmd for the Commission of 'Enq,uiry, but ' on the 
other hand the Minister indicated th 2t he bad no confidence in 
the R.C.S. since the latter seemed to be involved in certain 
irregular transactions, which have since come before the Commi­
ssion. Uncler these circumstances we found that the only log ical 
thing for us to' do 1tvould be to acce~t th8 instru.cti ons of. the 
Minister, who, after all, was super10r of' the hro. For thlS . 
reason we indicated , in our letter of August 27th that we cons1dered 
ourselves only responsible for such stocks that were pr epared for 
sale and solrl by U.,<3. . , . ~. 

- . 
With our letter of August 27th we wrote to the Minister of 

Labour ' with copy to the R.(;.8. informinr;.him o~ our.Doint of' 
view and subsequently we had ~ lengthy ~lRcus~lon V:lth t~e 
Minister during which we conf1rmed '~o h111, aga1n un~,er. Whl?h 
condit tons we were preparerl to cont1nue Wl th the llqulda t1on. 
The conditions as laid down by us were as follows:-

1. We asked f'or a remuneration of ,£1,50? each, flat rate or 
2~ commission each on the sales, wluchever was the highor, 
Pl~s a car' allowance of' £15 per month while performing 
our duties. 
The C.W.E. Manqgement would have to. continue to exercise 

2. control of' C.W.E. Assets and stock-In-trade. 



3. We would autJ'orise all sales of lots prepared by the C.W.E. 
Management at the best -prices obtainable. 

4. 1l1Je would effect sales in whatever manner 1Jve considered the 
best prices Vfere obtainable. 

5. We 'would ensure thnt the prices authorised by us would be 
collected in cash and paid into the Liquidators account at 
the Co-operative Bank, Accra. 

The A1inistor age.in accepted these proposals in full and 
confirmed verbally that in consultation with the R.C.S. final 
~ns~ruct~ons along these lines would be given to us. As no 
1nsv~~ct1ons to the contrary have been forwarded to us since 9 we 
conS1aer ourselves only resDonsible as per conditions outlined 
above. -

On these conditons we continued selling until the end of 
Aug~st when two plain-cloth C. LD. men called on us at the Airport 
Off1ce and made certaj,n cmqtliries regB.rding our appointments and 
asked us to produce Auctioneers licences. Upon investigations 
at the C. LD. we learnt that local Auctioneers had submi tted a 
comp~aint.to the Police that we were selling goods by public 
auct10n w1thout licences but when we informed Mr. Strike of the 
C. LD. that our appointments as liauido.tors had been gazetted on 
August 1 st, ~953, and we were authorised by tf1e Minister of Labour 
to sell the goods by any means we thought fit, this enquiry was 
discontinued. At the same time certain press statement appeared 
and the town was full of rumours implying that we did not conduct 
the affairs properly. Upon this we went to see the Minister and 
told him tho. t we were dissatisfied ',lI{j_ th the results of the 
liquidation so far and that considering , the talk which was going ' 
in town we did not feel in a position to car~:,v on, 1'1i th the liqui­
dation as our good names were in peril. The Minister, however, 
in verv clear terms assured us that he Was aosolutely satisfied 
vd th our conduct and that we should not mind the rumours and 
should continue with our work, as the Government would be gravely 
embarrassed if vre withdrew. He also said tha tit was only to be 
expected that such rwnours we re to be put into circulation by 
those parties which wore highly involved with regard to the past 
a:?fairs of the C. W. E. We .therefore continued the liquidati on . 
along the lines which had earlier met wi th his approval. Consi­
deri n'( the above ~ \" e are g18.d tha t the Comnission of Enquiry has 
decided to go into the matters of the liquidation as well, as this 
will give an opportunity of explaining our actions and their 
results. 

MClthQcl_ofl?ales in Accra': 

The procedure adopted from tho very beginning; was for the 
Mane.ging Director 8.nd his staff' to prepare lots on one d8.Y, which 
1'iTCre put "'p for public auction the next. 'viTe left it to the 
discretion of the Me.na rz ing Director to arrange the lots as he 
thought fit. A statement of each lot showing quantiti es, descrip­
tion and cost prices of' the goods 1Nas typed. The contents of 
these statements were re8d to the public and the total value of 
goods at cost was also mentioned. After thB.t the b idding was 
allowed to start and the lots 'Nere always knocked dONn to the 
highest bidder. This enabled us to check the outgoing goods 
personally 8lld gave the opl)ortui'li ty to tIle buyers to sec what was 
up for sale. Every auction day from 6 - 12 lots were auctioned. 
After the auction was over the successful biddC?r was usually 
O'iven a note by a liquide.tor to the cashier to accept payment of 
~uch and such amount against the specified lot. ~ith'the receipt 
issued by the Cashier the buyer , went to the vrholesale-keeper who 
released the go ods shown on the lots sheet to hlm. In cases 
where the purchaser demanded it, maybills were made by the 'll1101e­
sale-keeper, but in most · OJ" the cases this was dispensed with 
since it was impractical, considerino: the great Quantities of 
(o;oods outgoing. In ~any instances it was observed that the goods 
',vere sold to a second party on the spot by the successful bid~er 
and it even led to retsil trading being conducted outside the 
1,/Vholesale, so that YlG saw ourselves forced to discourage this, 



as 1 t was h[lmp,rin~ the prOTX::p conduct 0·(' the business. 

. Al tog~ther 172 lots wore put up ·Por s81e, realising £36,700. 
(Book-cost Value £112,000). Considering the bad state of the 
goods sold, the inopDortvne time of' ye8r (shortages of liquid 
money) 8.nd the conditon that sales were only to be !l18_de against 
cash, the result is fair. Had the ~oods been held back until the 
beginning of the Cocoa 8eason, some of them might have realized 
better prices but on the othor hand others might have fetched much 
less. At the moment of writing; this report, the General Trade is 
so bad that it is doubtful whether the o.bove expressed opinion of 
better prices for some goods might have materialized. 

Condition of-Stocks 

The condi ton of the goods in general was very bad indeed, ' 
and this became the more apparent the further we Got on with the 
liquidation. 

Below vre give in sWIDlary form our findings on the condi tion 
of somr; of the stocks :-

Textiles: Stock in upstairs store, damaGed bv rain water, 
stained? da"1aged by ver'-lin; Bales stock also 
damaged. 

Provisions: Sugar Melting 

Hardware: 

Drugs: 

Salmon 

Pilchards 

Corned Beef7 

Jams 

Soft drinks-

Beer 

Hill\: 

Cement 

Beds tend!'" 

Knivcsj 
Chnins 
Traps 
Trunks) 

Blown to a large extent 

It 

It 

Usele ss 

Fl[lkV 

Blo'n dirirtc"pating 

C()!'1plct~lv rusty 

'I " 

Enamel 'rvarG- Hrlj ol'i ty cl:ipped ani bf\dly 
d~:II1'1p'ul, r !Sty 

AllUl1l.iniu'Tl - Dcn-:'( i, p~,...tly SQ"lr:'ltrr d81'1a rred 
;Tlarc· 

stoves IncoJ'lplc>t0, parts m: ES ing 

Lime Drum£' burst, COVer'S missing 

Bicycles Rusty, part3 missiu~, fr~Gs bent 

Generally lO~ valueless and deteriorated 

Haberdas!1ery,:l Majority of' stocks a~ed ar.1. in very dirty 
condition, staincn, ~jctte ~hirts snotty 
and pulp:¥,_ 

Shoes - leather mouldy 



Textj_lcs were :fadcd~ stained by rain or seawater, soil~d, 
entire bales were attacked by whiteants, steelbands o:f bales were 
rusted th~ough af'f'ecting every single piece of' the contents, 
woollens were moth eaten (especially Blazer-cloth and woollen 
sui tings), PrOVisi ons in general "vere the worst of' the lot and 
in many cases dangerous :for human conswnption; Hardwares also were 
very bad and we are under the impression that the stocks which' 
were sold by us were the residue-of' much bigger original arrivals, 
in other words the chipped Enamel Ware and the dented Alluminium 
Pots etc. remained here in the Wholesale because the Societies 
were reluctant to take them. We also preslune . tha t the goods 
included damaged goods :for whi ch originally r,loyds Surveys Claims 
were made, but which had not been cleared at reduced prices; 
many of' the goods were 3 or 4 years old, which in the case of' 
Provisions and Soap was absolutely disastrous o 

For the bad state of the goods we :feel inclined to blame the 
Unsatisf'actory storage f'acilities. Flour f'or instance had to be 
stored in a room without ventilation of' any kind sud directly 
underneath a leaking tar f'elt roof'. We could convince ourselves 
personally~ that f'lour got attacked by y.reevil and whi teants 
wi thin less than 5 weeks. The roof' of' the big wholesale is also 
leaking in many places and the goods must have been af'f'ected by 
rainwater during raiIWweather o We understood that the P.W.Do had 
been repeatedly asked to re-roof' the buildings but this was never 
done. 

The sales sheets do not mention the state of' the goods sold 
and one cannot give a f'air judgement by comparing the Cost prices 
with the ?elling prices ?btained. 

Last, but not least, we must mention that a considerable 
pot't.inn of' the stocks we sold were returned goods f'rom Societies 
WQich were in a very bad condition indeed, and had obviously been' 
in the Societies stores for years. These returned goods consider­
ably aggravated the position and influenced the general trend of' 
low bidding. 

We al so observecl that most of' the articl'es were -goods whj_ch 
were not at all wanted by the general public and had obviously 
been ref'used earlier by Societies. We had the impressi on tha t 
the goods had been ordered at random and wi thout any caref'ul 
investigation of' local market conditionso Purthe:rmore there were 
certain lines of' which the stocks were improportionately high and 
theref'ore buyers were reluctant to take up such large quantities 
of' singular lines unless they could obtain them at ridiculously 
low prices, paI'ticularly since through low bidding during previous 
auctions certain ceiling prices were alr eady established. 

In a f'ew instances during AUction Sales, bidders to whom lots 
had been knocked down, eventually refused to pay the price and we 
were obliged to sell the same lots at much lower prices later on' 
On some occasions it also happened that -ohe bidding was so incre­
dibly lovv 1'or some lots that we saw ourselves f'orced to encounter 
the organized low-bidding rings by discontinuing the auction and 
having the same lots re-auctioned later on. 

General: 
We regret that the f'inal acco~nts and this report nre sub­

mitted with a certain delay. This is however entirely due to 
the action taken by the Commission of' Enquiry by 1mpounding tho 
books of tho establishment. Here again we have to rGgister a 
protest, in as much as neither of' us was consulted nor informed 
bef'ore the books wero taken away. Had we been informed of th:i s 
impending action, we could have been present when the books and 
records were collected and we could have pointed'out such books 
etc.. immediately cOlIDected with the liq.uidation~ so that they 
could have been returned to us without any delay. As it happened, 



- 17/ -

r, it took,more tmn [\ month for certa in r ecords to ' be 
rth lcm~ durlncr mOG't of'this time we ''lere sitting idle, but 

c OB0 had t o attend to our duties ~t th A' t d 'I must put on t . ~ e 1r~9r :::t1 y. 
thG Corrmi t'C' ,roc~rd 118 t amongst the books 'whi ch were taken nyl8.Y 

k 
,,,, ,-, Ion \/ero even the most essential r e cords like c:::tsh 

00 s roce1pt bool d b' C tl ' 11 ' , (S nn 1nders so th1?t we could not even check 
i 1~~ a monIes of' the recent sales had been paid to the cashier. 

s orccd us to write a letter of' protest to the Minis tel' of 
our. 

T~o posting of' the binders is not completed yet but our 
o~servatlons lead us to believe that a certain amount ~f shortages 
~111 und~ubtedly be found upon f'inalisation, due to stealing f'rom 

he premIses by buyers or bystanders Yvho' moved around rather 
~con~rollably ir: the premises. We f'eel, however, that if' the. 
fInal shortage WIll not exceed 1 - ~ of' the total value of' the 
e'bbck, n~ ,?lame should be a,'tt:iahaCl on the wholesale personnel, as 
the ~ondl t Ions under whi ch we were sell ing were very much abnormal 
~d It WOU~d be difficult to hold anybody responsible f'or such ' 
dIscrepanCIes. 

On the whole, the sales were conducted in an c~erly manner 
and the staff did their best to assist under the abnormal circllll­
stanc?s. We regret to say t hat a few days after our return f'r om' 
Kumas1 ,we wore called by the C. r.D. and were asked to .give state­
ments In connoction with the liquidation. we askod the off'icors 
conducting the enquiry whathor they Dad any charges against us, 
but we were told t hat this was not the case. However, later on 
we were giveD to understand that a complaint had in f'act been 
lodged against us by the R.C.S. himself, the very person who 
appointed us. we strongly protost and record our rescmtment to 
this in this roport. We fi1)c1 it very unfail' that we should have 
been called to the police at that sta~e-, when tho bulk of the 
goods had been sold a~roady. If anythihg at all, one might at 
least have awaited our final report on the licui~ation before 
taking such nn action . ~ 

Kumasi: 
On the lOth of Septembor, 1953, we informed the Minister 

that the salo of the Accro. stocks would s00n be cl'mploted o.nd pend­
ing the return of goods from Societies we asked the Minister for 
further instructions. lNi th his reply of September 18th, 1953, 
he confirmed his verbal instruction of September Ilt}~ , 1953, that 
we should proceed to Kumasi with the least possible delay in order 
to liquida te the stocks up there. He had indicated to us that the 
Cabinet had decided that the liquidati0n should continue'full blast ' 
It was thought that whilo the liquidators woro away in Kumasi tho 
Accra records which were then rather in arroars could be brAught 
up to d8.to and the roturner'i gOOdE from Societies be properly 
checked into the wholesalo pending our return. It was also agreed 
that stock should be taken up thore by us, so as to' enn.ble Mr . Arld.y, 
the Of':ficcr-in-Charr,re in Knmasi to Droceed to Accra, in order to 
supervise tilli' classification of goods coming back from the societ­
ies. The Hinistcr also sug["csted that the Hanaging Secretary with 
the eX'Ocrienced staff should accompany us in order t'J give uo tho 
bost p~ssible assistance. Bef'ore goin~ to Yumasi we requested 
tho R. C. S. to inform hi s officers in KUIn'lsi to P1.akc the neCNISo.ry 
arrangements for adveltt.teingin the local press the i'ortl"coming 
Liquidation Sales. This was'duly done . 'Ie proceeded to K 8.si on 
Monday, September 13th, 1953, and commenced taking str.cks e~ tl'.c 
14th. The stock-taking was completed on t~e 17th and the flrst 
Auction Sales took place on tho 18th (Fri'iay) as advertised. 

Condi ton of Stoeles: 
1 rc "found tl'e cendi ticn of' the 'VUr.lq .sl stocks to be -"orSG ~km 

the condi ti on of those in Lcc:a. EFPCr::i~lly the Pr?vis~ons were 
beyond descripticn and we 2erlcusly ccnsldered call1ng In,the 
.Medical Of'f'icer of' Hcnlth in order to have the Provi3ic)!s certified 
as uni'i t f'or human consumpti on. "Te hOVlever did not do S0, as VIC. 

~pt;:.u. by mixing these goods pith better lines, at lC[lst an inf'ini­
part or their- vol no nO'lld hP. re!'llizcd :for the Government. 



Th r "'I'lA n (' '"' m -' idcrn11 C'' qunnt:L ty b or'lly 8 tn c 'ccrl jron i-lhe c t,., in 
stoel but "re founel it impos3i1l c 'I'lhe n tr1kinn' nt oc1: 9 to nsccrtaln 
the \jxnet numbe r of bundlos or t o c11ec1- the' (' onten ts of each 
hunrllc. Tho latte r i s imnort r:l11 t bO C311S0 it. l " t c r on turned out 
t nt t.hc' b u ll- 01' the bundles did n o t cOTltn in 20 shoots ns thoy 
sh('ulu. As r ep"nrrls the number of bundle G cons ide red in t ho stock 
tak~n~, it vra s ummimouslv <"" ~rced, th'1t the f'i~lres given from tile, 
o1'f1ce records should be takon in go od f'l.ith, hut tlYl t tJw issues 
of bunrlles during the forthcoming s 11le s should be stric tly chocked, 
in orde r to verif'y t l~ e figure g iven by tI1e :<'ho l e so.lo-keeper. The 
number of bundles s o t nk e n into st ock VID S l741~. The Hardv/o.re~, 
parti c-n12 rly Enam8 lwc re and /~ll.UniniLill1 Vl2. re were in 0. considerably 
v'orse state tha n those of Accra. All these were stored unpacked 
from tho ca s os and here it vms po s sible t o ve rify at a g lance that 
most of' t he r:oods were damaged 9 a nd obvi ously constituted the 
residu of' the original arrivals. The Te xtiles contained a very 
larr:e pro p orti on of returns fro m So ci e tie s. These nere invariably 
dirty, staine d , insec t d ama ged and torn, as verified by some of 
the officer s of the Depa rtmen t of Co-operati on. There were also 
over 200 c a ses of Imported Bee r, nearl y 2 ye ars old the cases of 
which 'Ne re d amaged by whi tea nts. This b e c ame only appa rent when 
the stock was remov e d and it was f ound t ho. t t he bo tt oms dropped 
out of t he cases. 

As soon 8. S we s t arted sGlling we not i ced t h8 t Kuma si 
Traders hed the int ention t n "1onop o l ize the sa l e of the C. W.E. 
goods, un:for-t'.1.llc. t e l y not in favour of the C. ,~, .E . 'Ne ha d e nc oun­
all s or t s of o"bsto.cles and dif:ficul ties durin,D; the aucti ons in 
Accra 9 but wh8 t we me t in Yl1.ffie 8i real l y was 'ero r se . The f ir s t 
lots h a d to be knocked down at ridicul ousl y lo~ bids which was 
entirGl y d ue to the :fact thp t. tIle buyers h~d f'ormeo. a ring . 
1l1The n we tried to discont inuc the auction vre Viere threatened and 
urge d by the orowd to Gell to tl~c hi ghest bidder, no ma tt e r how 
I on t he bin. 'Y1S . Unfortuno.tely these first 3uctions a t wh i c h 
vGry l ow bids wore made turned out to in'flncnce the whol e sale s 
in a n adver2e manner . The auction goo~s v~re put up for so.l e 
outside thc I1umasi C. "1. "' . promises hy the blJ,yer? at ridiculousl y 
low p ri ces thel'.'cby establishing standC',rd prices for prnctically 
all I t cMs in ~tnck, mnkin~ it ~lMoot jmnoFsihlc to obtai n 
r ela tively hetter prices fop tl1e same [Wods 1,'1ter on . 

We [' Iso had rcpreGentati ens m~de lJY v:1rious Kumn si personal­
i ti e s W}lCS8 np-meB 1'le unfortunr- tely eli d not note tho. t WG should 
n o t d nrc to 3ell to ether poople th~n to Ashantis . This nrglJ.P.1ent 
we , hO''fevey' 9 refuted and adopted tho next best method of ' indi vi ­
dua l sales '. Lots were nrcparcd and several buyers were neked 
t o submi t their offers indi virtually . These lots "vcre t hen sold 
t o t Ile lli[1hc['t bidder . This method posi tivcly hrought some 
improved results . 

i~r1:(]n thin~s ''loro .'"I;oing SrJ.oothly , ~"r . ?rcnkoO"lou, in tho 
ni r;h t of ::mctcmber ??nd (midnight ) recGi ved an u rgen t message 
t h r ough the Polico thLi. t 11C should report Vii th tho l eas t poss ible 
del ay to tl,e Ridge Fospi tal Accrn , beoause of h i s \',i 1'e , s ser ious 
c ondi t i')n . Mr . Frenko["lou , on receipt of t}-.is urgent message 
~ontacted Hr . -::)n l leter in the (}ov-errmr '1t trom;;i t quart e r s , o.nd in 
E. meet i n g h(;l"l the re , we decided t h8 t the bos t t o do undor these 
~ircumst::mccs woul d be to 'ielega t e po·'!crs to t he t he n a vai l able 
senior off i cer who happened to be t here to 2011 wi th t he assis­
~ance of Hr . BC2 t0rg, of the Hardware and Provi Gion s , a nd tha t 
l<i~. Rolle t C'r \7"uld c ..... nti nuo ",i tb the salo r-f' t he Te xt i l e s and 
Heberdasrer:r . 1'r. 13011 e t e r i mpl ement ed this deci 3i on t he :fo llo'uing 
morr.ing and i m: t r ucted t he Hanaging Secre t pr'r to sell the Hardware 
and Provis j cns in t he eame manne r as-desc~ibed ab ove, i.e. to 
those buye rs offering t he beRt. priM.. As i n our opinion the 
prov1si ons were i n such ' 2. bad c ondi ti on t11a t they ~rould hardly p.11ve 
fetched anything at all, wc instructed him to sell these bad lines 
together with better ones (mixed lots). 

Mr.Bahun called the attention o~ Mr. Bolleter on v~riou6 
to the ~atis~actory o~fers received ~ro~ the buyers • 

...., "';~".", Gb8ets Which nonnally are good, line 'lere most 



(l·\,~a't'I)('IillC~.l'. Tmlilccl 1."t 't v :',fC,;r 1;11(: "iY''''L nw'ntjLjO~l ,'P' r,l',iil 
\ "1'111'(" it'. 1,I'C! ':h'C:J1 ,l,.,J 4v,."",;r !, I,ll' 'hilI" l'r Y·"t,vr'l'1r,rl , r~r)lnr)'ltr!"(";nfl: 
tl"lt c"ll t,]".. l),l1"Q, n '11r< 11nt cr'ntr'in ;)() r.ll,.Ctr. but Q0',',Cly I? nr 
JG F,lh ,'1;n 0nly, 0. "'[U;t t}l~t 'rl111'l nn:, Ilnvr; 1;e 'n r:tF3cc:rto'jnl;(J ;h)r1nr~ 
th(..; etc l~-tnkjl1r:. Thii' f':'H',t. 11(WfC-.rC', "rr1rj v(;1' i 'r1cr1 by Mj'· . T;(")11~;tcr 
who c" un L CQ t h.' crn ten i'. G of' 'lInn'.' hl n( 1 1e f.' in [', to de ,1.n(l f'(")unrJ them 
to be (of"j('iont in +,110 nw:j(,,)pity ()f' C,""ClUr. n.[; ·1 1"J.(; r~r:..rl hV the (1)70'C . 
1~!C' ~'1''ctpn:\1t(; tllis tl"' tll1' f'Dr,:~ tJl:lt tl1cro i,Y'(")n r:hcct8 Jlltd boon 
Cf1Pt('(l b" r'C' 'Jd,("("nm mQkorf1di ['nel rnu:-' t J1'" " .... ; hec.:nb.n1~x)r·()rl 1,:rtth by 
t11':; di'llv~l":S.. Ue,n t 1"'"[' tl"n hund.le G ShO'IUi vcr",' 1 G:03C cinr;lo stccl 
b8.nds [' :vl. it 1",-",'J 11 Y looLcd 0 s if' the ',unc1100 hr c.1 been t[1J1'Pcrcc1 
"ith. 1t 12 [1 very difficult thing fnp ur t o G8V who should bc 
huld l~(;sponGibl e :for these chorto.geG . Apnrt f'rom the ohortnp;e3 
in c[lch b1.mdl e p tho bundle s o.ppeored bo.dly knocked o.bout in 
tro.nsi t o.nd "fore dO.'i1Q.p,-ed or cut on the sides . The Ge two fo.c ts 
coupled t()[;ether reduced to 0. Great extent the sel lin~ value of' 
these o11eetr. After it 1No.S found till t the buyers were rclucto.nt 
t o huy ir0n sheets at nIl because t hey Dere o.fr~id o~ thc shor­
tages , ~1r . Bahun vms t old to sell them o.t YVha teve r price he cou ld 
obtain . The f'L1al 8.ccount s of tJ1C Fardvmre so.lcs also reveo.l e d 
that inst.ead 0:1:' the 174L~ bundles in stocl~ as qu oted by Mr . Addy, 
tho Manngcr 2nd his 'l1Jhol esal e -keepe r rlt.lrin~ Gtock-taking , there 
\"le ro actunlly onl y 1440 bv.ndles. We recl.con thn t thc maj or ity 
of this she>rt89;e VT8.S (l1..'.c to c1e~fic j_cncy \"i thj_n the b1..mdlcs bu t it 
would a];:Jpe8r to us thGt ,,-pprr-,xim2tely 100 bundl eE 'yore missing 
altogether. . , 

Mr . Fren1=cgl ou t ook up dut ios ag[1in on Tuesday, September 
29th. The t wo of us continued vri th the :::2.118 0:C' Textiles and 
Haberc1o. sl1ery and the H8.nag ing Secretary '.7as l e f't to f'ini sh wi th 
the Hardi78,res . By Thursday we had conc luded the sales, except 
parts of' Hardv/are and Provisj.ons. On P.riday 1Ne sorteo. out our 
records and asked t he H8.na 7 i ng Secretary t o s ubmit his r e t urn 
:for his sal es p He informed us that 1?-11 monics rece ived had been 
paid to the Bank by hin but tha t he W88 not in a posi t i on to 
submi t a d e tai l ed sta ternen t the. t day. '1/e therefore lef't Priday 
night f'or Accra a:fter having ~nstructed t he staf'f' to delive r t.he 
balance of' the goods t o the purchasers and t o pay any amount 
still outstanding t o the Bank. 

Mr. Bahun was instructed t o prepare his summary of' sales ' o:f 
Hardv{are end Provisi on s imm ediEl. tely up on hi s return to Accra. .' 
While Mr . Bahun prepm~ed his sales for K1..unasi 'v7e took the oppor­
tuni ty to a ttend to our own businesses f'or a f' m7 days. On the 9th 
of' Octooer ';Ie weI'e c3.11ed t o g ive evidence bef'ore the Commission' 
of' F.nquiry. On the 11th October Mr. Frenkoglou and later 
}lIr. Bolloter we re called to the C. I. D. t o give statements regard­
ing our appoint men t s and the organisation of tho liquidation. On 
~rJcdnesdny the 7th, 17e a lso had gone t o the Airport in order to 
give instructions t r tho s t af'f' wi th rega rd to the completion of' 
the accounts. It was then that we c1iocOV8I'cod thnt all the books 
had been impounded :)y the Connu1as iun a nd we f'ound thnt we were 
absolutely \.'.1'.8.ble t o compile nnything. A f'ev! days later we wrote 
t o the Minis ter of' Labour poin ti ng out to him trie diff' i.cul ties 
and danger caused by the absence of' all records. Only during 
the latt er p8.r t rf' Oct ober and the beginninrr of November did we 
get some of the books back. Tha t week-end (10th October) wf) were_ 
also unable to trace Mr. Bahun, who apparently was busy at the 
Commissi on 2.nd the followJng woek he was absent in Kumasi, as . the 
Commission o:f Enquiry had moved up there. It was theref'ore only 
at the end. of' the fallowing week that VfO f'i nally obtained the 
figures f'or the Kurnasi Hardware and Provisions Sales. 

Conclusion 
. -

The results o:f the Liquidati on so f'ar are as follows .:-

Value' at. book cost Seltin~ · 12rice:0btain§d 

Accra £ 11..2,160 £ 367·25 32.J ?10 
Kumasi £ 66,820 £ 17651 26 ~ 310 

£ 178,980 £ 54376 30,4gt 



, '7 -------------------. 

We" llndo.l'st, nd thC'.'t i).l. the B:"llrmcc 8hr;ctr1 of tlln p"c,t 'PC"! 
l1.n flcnT'c ci t· ,... f ..r <. • .., .. r " 

" "e' 1,.) . ;, 1~rJ. .... ~. m.l~r.~·:Ll1(1 wero n'\;~(lc on Gc,ocl:-in-tro.(I,e. Par 
1, •• oJ .1110 1:)0 L.L'1 che Comrnl'c'ceo of th0. r' ','; "; .nd "1 · Ad"" r 
~'1f DL "'r~ l"lin \', G of C . t. ." J . • " . 8 1./ .10 1-'.11. , 1 G ors 
• " -.L" 1" d ". i' '. o-o.'!loro. 101.1.. TJ.1e Coq"j.t tee must h<",ve l"no"m 
"" lE' !J"" "'~' 1" . ,,' 
.j...j.."'.. ~., I"C 0 S'I"O('l~S nnd thc-:" thCFlGelves , even (·"r'''ntinr.r 

3." . vl:\~~: wcre",not bus~ne~smen of experience 9 should hav'~ ~ione' ., 
O,cthl'~ . aooulo deprCClo.tlon and clearance of b c'1 "t 1,.0 ... " 

.\~y l.Wt.~ . "That '~he Auditor~, however, did no~"i;s~~t0u;~nan 
ellCClatlOl1.., we sl1nply C8.11no'(, under<:<tand It "'ho 10. h b he 'l' parem 'd t CU. ," u ave een 

. - 0"\ .• oun'c u T '{;o suggest such deprecio.tions, which he.d it 
een done would hGl.\~e resul ~e~ in the goods having been sold long 

0, ~nd at least~ the remalll.lnG stoeles would have been in the 
oo.{,,, at cost prIces much nearer to their actual value. Considering' 
hat a Great yroportion of the goods that '-vere in stock of the 
.~J.~. could have been replaced at more or less half of their 
rIgElal valu~" because they had beei:'). bought at peak-prices during 

the KoreE'J:1 CrlSlG s the actual value of tlle stocks in our o'Oinion 
was not Iilore thiJl-! abmrb £95 - 100,000. This value, howeve~, st8nds 
tor good ney;l y al": iv ed and i11 perfect conclition A further denrec-

t
' -"" ref •• ' , , 

a Ion or a'{; least 30~ to alloD for the det0rio rated and deterior-
tins condit ion of most of the stocks would have been necessary, if 
oU:1d coriLrrlercial principles had been aPl"J1ied. These depreciations 
ere obviously not made, 2.nd the books of the C. W.E. at the time of 
I' taleing over did not in our opinion present :l true nicture of the 

osition. It Cl1)!-leo.rs to us that the c1e:::n"eci8.t ions '{[ere not made 
ecause the res:"onsib1 8 people Here 8.fraid of the conseque:'.'lces such 

en action would h ave had in the li ght of t1lO adversity of various 
re-::orts already i11 the possession of the Gove rnment. This was 
hOTever 0. ver-:/ unbusinesslike behaviour a:lcL \vas teJ:ltamount to 
'burying the head in the sanc1. ' in, the face of dan.ger. 

The soundest 1) rinei:p1.e of every successful businessman is, 
that the first los s is the smallest. The general principle of 
r,lost local tr~ding firmC', is to sell their goods wi thin 6 months 
of a:.. ... r i vale Tlle hldent ing i 8 geared to -Chi s :()rinciple and stocks 
are usually equal to 4 months sales. That r,leans that regular 
l}ua..Yltities of - su'o'-;lies are coming monthly, which assures that t11e 
goods are aL[aY8~ fresh and if there are price fluctuations they 
will obviously also be i n line in this respect. Prom what we could 
see, the i ndeTlt in~ of the C. iN. E. was very poor. Instead of ordering 
goods rrhich vrere demEm.ded by the societ ies, they ordered goods of 
any kind on a trial c::ll.d error oasis, ;_,c1. tlh .. ~T r,lade: the :nistalce of 
ordering far in excess of their requirements. Articles such as 
jevrellery, shi rts 9 pyjamas, ties etc. should have had no p l o.ce in 
the C.V'l.E. inventory. 

The result of the Liquidat ion in Accro. is better thai the.t 
of Kumasi. This we attribute to the fact that the stocles in Kumasi 
\'lere in considerabl:r \'/orse state than tho se of Accra. Furthe rmore ~ 
Accra is also a city which has a certain regular lJusiness throughout 
the year. Kun3,si, i 3 sub ject to seasonal business end the off-sea­
son months and TJarticularly August w.d September are really hope­
less. The busi~'less in Kumasi was practically at a standstill when 
\'Ie got there and the shortage of money was quite apparent. This 
applied to all the firms in general and not only to the C.W.E. The 
total result mif.zllt have been slightly better, had one awaited the . 
beginning of -1:.1'1e cocoa season but this might have been set ?ff agaIn 
by higher ex·oenses. Mr. Bolleter knows from personal experlence 
that j~he 1088es on a business in liquidation are very great and. the 
firm which he helped to liquidate b,r 'No::] of normal sale to credItors, 

d only realize 40% on th? stocks-in-trade and 5~%, of d~btor~. 
so the new company WllO coole over later on f?un~, '{;~t they \lere 

sing on the stoc':s th~y had tal<:en over. The llqulda Ged company, 
ter trading in West Africa for 3 years could only recover nbout 



of thG1~ or~Ginc.1 inve stment of ncn.rly £100 000. Mr FronJe 1 
• C' tl"'-'d111 ()' 1 -1 ~ <wI" 1] ,. • ,. , og 01.1 
I..., ~, 'U I u. ...,. "- - ./fl~? on O~I, Ol'dcr 0:1.' K}Ytk i of 130 000 
s C?Gt o::~ i.' .fJ7 ,000, ~"l 1 ':.~51./~3 . Had he ',lOt hCld the CO'L1.r;ge to 
thIS I,O..,i.:) then , rl111ch ':,a~:: uuc 'co the ""encral drop of p ' '" 
~r 'c, - ""'e \"/0 1 1 '. ~ 1 ~,~ , " U , . lece", 
.01 L. , H U C. ,I, VC ... 0,.(., mo r e s·cl11. DnrinQ' tl '''' + "-1']'1'" , b' 
1 1 '-1 l' J.. • , " / '-" •. 1.:.., u (., "V, Q 19 

. s~ c "'-.2o. n ,CO~u~YlC 'C.llCm 55 - pc r piecc:"l.t '?7/- per piece. 
]11"', of uhe f,O:t' -C \"ll.8 ever done by the C "r 'R . 

• • 0 .. J. 
One 0.:" -1.:;>0 r:lO.i !1 r:c[)sons , for the 10\" pri ces paid, 'il0.8 the 

_ ,:'-c lm:l1n.r; Pll~Jj,C l·.ne'-- o.l)out the 8.Ima11ing condi tons 
L-" ,) . !,r . J: '''nd tl,:?relore had only one idea-, which 11a3, to buy 
ds on1", If real o8. I"[l'nins we rc pos·ible. 

--\,J :l(~lVe <:'.l so to brin~ to the attention of the Minister t hat 
ti JC in Hovel.lber, Nr. I'rc1.koglou' s uri vcr ;:as contacted b'T a 
ail1 M- . Appiah, cnvoy of Mr. Alem3.. Hr. Frenkor;lou' S (lri~er 
pro:,1isecl £200 reYlard if 11e coul(l steal hts employers brief c ase 
aininG. all li c1.'u idat iol1 files and. records. Mr. Frenlroglou 
rted '(;hc m2..tter to tho Chairmen of the Com.lission of EnQuiry 

Mr. IJarsey and lO.ter on '.'.rent to'J'c CoLD. to renort the 
ter. .f:". day after pe~)ortine; the case t.o the C. 1. D. the Supcrin­

,_~LL'~'Ht of Police sent a plain cloth policOl"1rm, who after having 
eel for hours outside Mr. Frenkoglou' 8 store, follo-.'!ed Hr . Appiah 
hnd CO:-,1e to t8.l\: e his driver in 8. texi to Hr . Alemn ' 8 house 2:1.0. 

have established the truth of this corrm1ai:1't. We left thc matter 
tl1a t, but i t is in t he Police recortls t'lC.t such 8. thing in fJ.ct 
happen and i f t he Commiss i on of :enquiry thinks this matter to 

i;-r~) ortant "iC 2re prepared to gi vr; an~T furthe r evidence necessary. 

'Ne a rc 1)l e2_Sed to rnmyc i on here chElt ',e h':1_o. the full ond 
·"',1 co-operQt i on of tho C. 'J.D. stcli'f ~ so -i~h[lt the liqui do.t ioYl 
t co:olp;:u"'ccively sr:loochl y. We, ho",'cver, f()c l that ';iO we r e r;l.ther 
shly treated from other C],uarte r s anei.. there i~:: 110 shadow of doub t 

at evcrybody responsible for the ter:nible 1.1CS s in the C. 1"1 .E. rms 
inc ho,rci to shift the re8polls ibili t~} for thc bad results on the 

iquidators, tryin~-:; to mruce -cher.l the scspe ~08.ts for the l?sses the 
GoVernr:lO!1t unavoidably has to shoulde r. 'iVe [tro gl ad tho.t -ehe 
COI"1ni ss ion of Enqu iry has il1cluctod the liquiCl.ation in their ~erms 
of pcferencc and the results of their findings, \1e 0.1'0 certaIn , 
will l)rOVe that ',-/0 have done our duty conscicntiously and to the 
bes·t; of OUi'" ability. We wish to record here that we took up tho 
duti es as liouidators voluntari ly, hoping thu.t vIe vlOuld r ender the 
Government a-good service. The way we we re subsequ~ntlY treated, 
ho"'ever, leads us to bel i8ve 9 that the Government Vv'lll h8.vG gr,eat 
dif'i'icul ty in future to find public mon to undortake such -serVJ:c-cp 
foi." them. 

(Sgd.) E.J .Frenlwz lou< (sgd.) Gottfried Bolletor. 



Ill, 

fI!fi-!Ctll'1~Nr "A" -
Please receive £850/-/-

Mr .. Appiah 

Rept 1687 A .. Bahun 28/9/53 

" Btl --Receive 

£171 3 

£1 70 
(in pencil) A. Bahun 

Rept 1700 

flTfFlCII HEN! " e" • 
Please receive 

£850 

from Mr. Appiah 

Rept 1689 

Mr. Bannerman 

Ajete Bahun 

29/9/53 

Accept £600 from 
Bearer and issue receipt. 

Ajete Bahun 
\ 

1/10/53 

:::tept 1850 



12 Only Stew 
12 II 11 

12 It " 

Peter p 

Rece ive 

,.., ., 

Pans 26cm. 
" 28cm. 
II 30 ern. 

£2 5/4/-

Johnny 

Kindly recoivG 

from bearer. 

£44/10/-

Adisi 

4 f.I-a aL..~r - tl E" 
• 

12/- 7. 4. -
14/- 8,. 8. -
16/- 9.12. -

£ 25 4 

Rept 1848 

-

Overleaf: 

8. -

Rept 1677 

1. 16 -
1 10-

Cis Candles. 60/ -

~~t....~~G" 
------~-

9 Bundles @ £8 ?/- each 74 5 
9 10 6 \I £8 5 

123. 15 

Rept 1851 



Temp. -
Kumasi 

19/9/53. 

Received ~rom Mr. F.C"Sencherey an amount o~ 

Eight hundred and tWOlJ ten shillings (£802/10/-) being 

worth o~ goods purchased ~rom C.WoE. Ltd. Kumasi. 

S.AoBoateng 

19/9/53. 

rA~~'IJI' -
CoW.E. D 2452 75 

HoDN 2408 
P 2531 

Mro Kankam 

12 Lots Alum Casserols 18/-
3 Doz /s Mansion Polish sis 60/-
6 Doz Beer Mugs sis 16/-
6 II " " L/s 18/-
3 CrnsoDolphin Pilchards sis 36/-
3 " II " L/s 72/-c ·' ·· 10 /s Sunlight Soap 100/-
4 DozoEarthenware Bowls L/s 20/--

40 " Tea Cups & Saucers 12/-
136DOZ Earthenware Soup Plates 9/-

2 /12" " tI 

Paid 

II B/R 18/-

Hardware D/No 
2408 

80AoBoateng 
22/9/53 

Prov. 
2531 

10 .. 
9. 
4. 
50 
50 

10. 
50. 
4. 

24 .. 
50 
20 

£132. 

16. 

160 
8. 
8. 

16. 

17 
50 

6. 

A-~~'K" 
Kumasi. 

22/9/53. 

Received ~rom Hr. F.KoAhia the sum o~ £2094 
(two thousand & ninety ~our pounds) being cost o~ 
goods bought ~rom CoW.E. Ltd. Kumasi. 

S.A.Boateng 

22/9/53. 

-
-
-
-
-

-
-



,.., \1 

Mr. Antonio 

50 Doz Club Beer 15/-
20 Crns Sugar 30/-

1000 Tins Liptons Tea 1/-
500 " Ridgeways Tea 1/-
10 Crns Quaker Oats 50/-
80 Doz Marmalade 9/-

120 " Petroleum Jelly Vaseline 4/6 
12 II Izal Toilet Roll 15/-
36 " Yardley Powder 34/-

Paid 
S. A. B. 

26 cis ''Ii re Naj 1s ® 1.1-2/-
66 aoz . Mansion Polish @ 36/-
25 only Shoe Out~it @ 5/-

Antonio 

180 Doz Vaseline 5/3 

'1 Only 'Veighing Machine 100/-
1 II Tr-unk 100/-

.30 Yds. Linoleum 2/-
2 Only Bialaddin Leiss 30/-
1 Doz Beer Mugs L s 6/-
1 II II " s/s 6/-

S.A.Boateng 

26/9/5.3. 

37. 10. 
30. 
50. 
25 
25 
36 
27 
9 

61 4 
£ 300 .. 14. 

A~v-.c.vJ' M" 

54. 12 . 
118 16 

6 ;2 
£ 179 13. 

47. 5 

£ 226 18. 

5 
S 
3. 
.3 

6 
6 

£243 10 



180 

1rll/Sale Keeper, 

Please snp-yl:-r 240 bundles iron 
sheets to the beareD. 

22/9/53 25 Bdles. 
Iron Sheets 

S.E.Boateng 

22/9/53. 



I '&1 

w. JOHJOH 

No 31 
•••••• 4 ••••• 

Accra 5th December, 4 ••••••••••••••••••• 195 

RECEIVED FROM Madam Peace Aryee 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TI-IE SID:r OF Fi ve Hundred •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• pounds 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• shillings ••••••••••••••••••• Pe nce 

BEING Co s t of' Ca r No . A-"R. 4643 , Chevrolet 
•• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

£500. /- /- p . p . 'N. & R. JOHJOH . 

J ohjoh 
• •• • ••• •• • •• • ••••••••••••••• 

Partner. 

R. 

No 30 
••• • ••• • • ••• 

Accra 31 12 -
•••••••••••••••••• • 

RECEI\r:!:;;D PROM Hc:sf'rG . Rahl'vanj i BroG & Co • 
• .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e ••• • •••••••••••••••• 

Th'E SUH OF Forty Ei ght pound 8 . . . . ........ ~ . () ........................... , ~··t' 
~ •••••••••••••• •••• • ••••• shillings ·················· ~o~~O: 

B~TNG W/Sale Rent f'or Oct 1 st to 31st l'~flrch 195Lj. 
- . - • • • • • • • • • • • • • til • n • • • e • 0 • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

£48 / - / - p . n . \·r . & R. ,TOH.rOH . 
Johjoh 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Partner. 



I 

nAm ('11" 

( noC'rpor 

Aoe!', v~ NCH !) - 12 - ,.5 

w. C; R. JOHJOH 

ACUnA. 

NoteS. :- £1 

10/-

Coin . . - Florins 

ShillinJs 

Sixpences 

Threepences 

Ni ckel 

Postal Orders 

Total Cash and p/O's 

Cheques on 
B. B. iVo A. Ltd. 

Cheques on Barclays 
Bank (DoCo& 00) 

As detailed 

on back 

f-

17 

11 

19 

1 

£ 48 

£ 48 

Total in Words Forty Eight pounds only. 

Paid in by 

8. d. 



Depal'tr::.s::t of Cc-·operati en, 
P.O. Bux 1. K'-".!ilaC i , 
22nd Sep~:;. 1951. 

Att2.ched hereto copy of a:-. incr.li:::-y canduc ted by 
Hr. Knig~'1t) U.ev.t. Ccl.Gcullbl'i11 d!id ~l:, . ()buobi, togetb.e:, 
w:l.th exhj.bits n2.r.d cd in dt:ri:1g the hear)~llgo A copy cf the 
e~'1c:;uiry Il.<-1. s been sent di re ct l:;a Hr. Sar:l for transmissi 011 

to tr.e C. W. E. 

2. TLe findi :\gu of til.e InC'.) ir-y !:la de re.:'eYl e::'l.8e s to t.~e 
necessity of DE.l:.:.~rt!.1ental aC'::;i-:;n L'1 C8pta.in mab:;ers. In 
ti.le iilai:: U"l'3ce <:.:"e c')Ecerned v.;i'c,h the o:)nc.uct of' ~r. Ka re 
,,,ho ' . .vQ3 c.ecande6 'GO the C. W. E. \r.T.e.f. 1st. March :;'951 
(Chief Secls P. 10910/2$ of 25th Fe!:). 1<)51 refer..,;' ) 

3~ It \-rill 08 noted tha~ tl1e fi:tdin:-"8 indi.cate that 
Mr. Kane's sel.~v~~,~es to the Co W. E. s!lould be discontin~.1.Gd 

J.~o Tl1 '~ prL~":::"::)Q.l all ega tio;:-cs a e;ainfJt !-1r. Kane ar:;pe ar to 
be 

(a) Pa~e :..) l"h·. Abe~rie allq?es tll.u.t before Mr. Kal1e's 
s2cond:r.e·,-c, he bCll 'row-ed c.ash f:C'OIn E:oe~i'ie, 'llhic~ \rlas 
t h2PLJ jJel' ty of tne Co W" E. We are lAnab le to 
accepJ,:. M:~~ Kane 's v ers ic", ,..h ich was that he han 
bOj~':'0'!"2d j·~lj.S c a.~t :':::'cm. P,b ey~ '3 i;:.1 a pri va~e c&pacity. 
Exhicit ilAIi E;·J.pports a :t1 i~:5e~~t8d'!3SS cf 2091. SSo 6d. 
V\11'liC~1 K .::..\~c! ctd!Cl:'~ G ~ ct:.~ t~. e).~ ~~~ . ~;4 , _~..; .. ~~t eo: fU.l r ~ d.rnis::;::' ':)!1 

t hac in. ~:~'1. E; oJ ,-.r ~.y pa:,:, c of' :9.5J K.ar.~ al80 too k a loa.." 
of £1~0 f.'():-'l Atc~lie 0 S'...:.cll bcC':,ol!~i nGs from a person 
Ur..dCi'" his o:'f:i.c;iul .suPervis::. o:1 wO'..l.Ld ap?ear co be 

• ' • l.. b K ~ GO' 19J (?) T',· ~ a:::1 :1.!1J: ~.' :1:1c:e:t1.E-:nv y R.rlG 0:1. ,. 0 .1. -, "" 1_ . .;....;> 

::t:itc of 3.fr,j .. j~s wO'..lld also seE::l7l to call for action 
Ul1>...-1t:r GoO .; 3/). 
(b ) (Page 10) Tho a l::' e?J.Li2-:1 th.J.t MY'. Abeyie was 
adv:i.sed b:r y~,.... K::t:1C to 0.::.8 pose c-£' 2 C':::"S8::; b!"'8ac:~ 

croc·< sto 2±""\.fe8t t.e.npc:,ar;T se~.:,'c.lerrJ.e:nt oi.' t:l3 d ~t··\:" 

v:"8 l'C6C.i 3. Cts :10"t p:."o~.,'" (,~1.'~ 
( c) (r).J.Ge ::!.) '1';:8 :L"'..C:~ Ilt'2: s h'l 'f0 !1E':;"d Hr. Kar .. 9 respo!1-
sibJ_8 for t~le shortage of 6l~ ::Tj.f' Pri:rt-ed Vat 
N:;ct~.ns valu.e :L'7. 3s. 6d. "tjt~1 a IBCOmmej·,dati.on 
t,'l..J.t this shruld be Im.dc ~cod at selling price~ 
It J:l'].st be poir~ted. ou.~ t~,a-c, t.his is an implica.tiol1 
of s~eali(l~ by r:1ea:1S of his enplcym3nt agai nst Ka:1e, 
W~:iC!l h3 da," s not aerr,i t • 
(c.) (P2.8e 1) In r'egal'd tD th e a:"lcgations co !1cerrling 
the 25 bar's c-f cement, fUr'J,:her j.r'.cr..li:'ies wlJl be 
~ade, in ~i~w of the uns~t~ciactory explanations of 
tlce j~tld:j_tars concerned, In an.:r ev-.:nt it ap!",aars 
ce~t.J.in G~~t t~e C. W. E. h'l8 co~ bnnof~ted from the 
sa:"e, a.nd t-~:? chor tag-e is no-c r8vca1€:d in the 
3.r.'"'. UN. a\.!~~. L . 
(e j P"-S9 ~.~! r':,. Kane aG.";"1 ir.s ba .J:'''~ b oT'Y',)wed cigarettel:: 
on f.),.:.l' C':::~.J.~J. oas i...!'.d IF.'!"i.:-.g r·21;'.l;.~md th ·3m. This 
p:'.J.ctice i3 obvia~3ly !:lost unsati3factary. 



• 

(f) Page 2) Concerning the alleged sales of flour 
Kane, as Manager of the Depot, cannot be absolved 
f:r'om responsibility. We consider that the persons 
concerned would normally approach Kane in the first 
instance. The same proceedure occured in the 
sale of Cream Cra.cker Bis 0_'. i tS e 

(g)(Page 2) The Canary Fish was allegedly not in 
good condition. The credit sale to Kane, and the 
manner of the sale ...,18re irregular o 

(h) (Page 2) The issue of UAC Prip-ts is a viola­
tion of the latter part of Section C of Staff 
Cir cular l46/8~ of 4th Ivlarc:n, 1949 - il A most 
serious view wIll be taken of proved cases of 
Government Officers receiving any special concessions 
by reason of their emploYillent. Similarly Govern­
ment Officers must under no circumstances conive at 
aIlY tra ding in Co-opera tl ve Good s carried out in a 
manner contl~ary to the pri ncipales of the Movement. 
Mr. Kane T appointment a s Sales Manag er was desigf1ed 
to prevent the very abuses W:lich he has conived at. 
(i,}(Page 10.) The rupervision by Mr. Kane of the 
transp or-t earnings was very la;:, and his action ill 
allowing passengers to be transportect to Prampram 
free of charge was contrcry to the int erests of the 
C. W. E. We cannot accept that no fares were 
collected on lorry AR. 1807 during April and May. 
(j) (Page 6B) Mr. Kane's admission of having failed 
to brlr:g to account ca.sh re ceived for t he sale of 
empty co:ces, al though not apparently of importance 
in his v~ew, is, in our opinion, serious. 

5. We ;,~<)commend that Mr. Kane's secondment cease at 
once . It appears t.o un t.l-J.at there is a pri ma facie criL1inal 
case against Ka"l8 in respect of the Vat Netting (Sub Para 
4c ). Whether or not you concur '"lith the sentence Kane T s 
continued posting to Ashanti ', or on Consumer work appears to 
be undesira1)le> 

6. In accordance with the findings of the Inquiry, we 
recommend tha t the post of ACO to t.~e Kumas i CWE should be 
filled by as responsible an officer as may be available. As 
an immediate stop gap) the only suitable person in Ashanti 
appe ars to be _. ':0 Oww.su. 

7. This letter has been jointly prepared by Col. 
Gambrill and myself,. and your imnediate instructions on Kane 
would be appre cia ted b}r telephone. (I will be on trek from 
Monday to Thursday, wo:.tld you please'phone ColqGambrill) 

The Registrar of Co-operative SOCieties, 
p. O. Box 906, Accra, 

B. l'.r.A.T.K. 

ASST. REGIS TRAR -ASHANTI. 



PrOC~)(;:dings of an inform~'l.l inquiry conducted by 
M(r. Obuobi (Managing Socretary C. w. E.) Mr. Knight 

ARA) and Li~ut. Col. Gambrill (/~A) at the Co W~ E. 
on the 21st September, 1951. 

Mr. Abeyie (Wholesale keeper CWE Kumasi DGPot statos:-

I havo received D copy of the shortages and 
surpluses revealed at the stock taking on 6th September. 
This statement is not correct. 

Regarding the shortage of broad crocks. Last 
Y0ar when I was in charge of the Depot and Mr. Kano was 
ACO, ~e asleed me for money on several occasions, which I 
gave hlm from the cash in the safe. This was Cvill funds. 
I kept a record of the amounts of money given to Mr. Kan€. 
Just before IV;r. Kane went on leave in August, 1950, he 
had one large Bum of money from me, £40. Mr. Boadu came 
to audit the accounts, and Mr. Boadu wrote to me, copy 
to the C. W. E. Managing Secretary and lillA, to the e!ffect 
that I should pay all the cash on hand to the bank. (At 
this stage Mr. Senchere, C. W. E. Committeo member joined 
the Inquiry). 

I was unable to repay the money to the bank, 
as it was short by the amount Mr. Kane had taken. Mr. 
Ackah came and checked the cash book and the safe. I 
told Mr. Ackah that I had used the money for a funeral, 
and he said that I should pay it into the bank within two 
days. I raised a loan in the town of £95. 6s. Ode and 
repaid the amount. I produce an I. O. U. Signed by Mr. 
Kane, which he gave to me when he took the money (Marked 
"A" and attached) The I. o. U. was g iven to me in August 
1950. 

When Mr. Kane returned from leave, he thanked 
me for taking the responsibility. 

I pressed him to make repayment, but he told 
me tbat I should hold on, I was myself being pressed to 
make repayment, and about three months ago things came to 
a head. I ag6in approached Mr. Kane, and told him I was 
being pressed to make repayment. Mr. Kane advised me 
that I should take two cases of breadcrocks and sell 
them, and with the cash repay the loan. Also that when 
he (Mr. Kane) was ready to pay the cash back, I should 
debit Kumasi Consumers, and he would pay the cash to them. 
He further stated that if this did not occur before the 
next stocktaking, he would adjust the stocks 
accordingly. 

During the recent stock-taking, there were two 
Government Officers, Mr. Yankah and Mr. Vardon checking 
the stocks, and so no adjustment could be made. 

Regarding printed vat netting, this does not 
appear in the schedule of shortages. This was taken 
by Mr. Kane from C.W.E. l .. ccra, (See C.W.E. Debit note 
4009 dated 15th December, 1950) - Marked liB" This 
did ~ot come to the Kumasi Wholesale, and there was no 
entry for it in the stock binder. I asleed him before 
I signed it and he told me that he had taken it to his 
house. I th~ught he would pay for it in duo course 
through Kumasi Consumers. The item was entered on the 
binder sheet, but was subseQuently crossed out. ('Tbe 
invoice reads - 61t yds printed Vat Netting at ~4d per 
yd. = £7. 38. 6d.) Binder sheet marked "C". 
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l~ld. r1 n 
W:.iO p£.l.1d by t1l". 

'I.;. rna "D" 

tin:} Cht.\)"chm:m cJ 1":0 ['hown "hal" t on the 
Iv! • K . .J.nu 01)'11.18 hJ'J c1.0t'k:., BD1dcn, 

t t~llh Ci(';ul'~ttC~i frorl ~'.hc stock. 

11 3..J.ch; of flour ~27. lOG. Od. sh own 
ntLl\:.emcnt. I r"Cilll that I wao instructJd by Mr. 

on oce 1" "'iuns b8tw(;;lon i~pril and SCpc~i'lber, 1951, to make 
is uos of flo'.u· ",·it!1.ouc prcp.:lr:i.nt': debit noceo. IGsues were made 
t Hr. 11nr.o·w ( 1 sack) Hiss 1\3.:1ro ( 2 sud~s ) 11rs. Ea.iden 
(wife of cont:~actor) 2 s::tcks and others v..hich I cannot recall. 
On th.se occasions I was not given w['itteil instructions by 
Mr. Kane to lTl~tl-:e iSbu.es, as was the normal practice. 

ReF-arding Cream Crackers - shown as short by 10-doz., 
cost price £16. sallin[ price £12. lOs. Od. On several 
occassions Mr. K.:na used to bring C'L'stOr:1er's to the store, and 
serve th2."'il ·.·.i.th t~e se bisc:.l.it3 diract o I co:rpl&ined about this 
in a l~· t.er \'l:1.iC2 i s ~~1 t t') 'c he 11:~1 'P':.::g Secn:::~ar y and the 
AR , s.lyi!'€ tll:tt 1\11"0 Kac13 ;,,'as tryL'l[' to do my v.urk as well as 
his o""-~. 

Cc::.:w.ry Fish, UAC Prin:--s a:c;.d COt.t,)~1 d:':'ill. These 
good::; are not sh O'.'ln as shor't, bu'.::, I VIis h '.:,0 niake SOnE remarks 
about them. There was an occasion ",nen I went to the wholesdle 
und found the stock of drill f~.:i1is;:e d. I sa'vJ that the 
ba.lance of the bL1der was one piece. Mr~ Kane admitted t.1tat he 
had given it to l·~::, e Be·1.'1:'Lu: end a d ",b':'l:. note ""as subsequetltly 
prepar ed for Sec!18re r:i:.r i.::.:~on COD.S ·Gm81~ s. ACO Yankah refused 
to si(11 the debit no1ce for t::-iis piece of drill~ 

en o1"e 0 ccasion I went wl~~h Hr. Ka-n.e to the store, and 
4 pieces of U;cC pri:::t WO.l.,~ e,iven to lvIr. Ack3.n ts wlfe. About 
three vleeks latej~ the Sur.ya.ni Sto:c"2keepel' v·;as asked to sign 
ad ebit note for these prints. 

On one 0 ccasion a V.JOman ,,\n 0 said she \flaS a niece of 
Mr. Kane caI'!l3 i:;.to the wLolesale and said she \vas to take two 
bundles of C,::mary Fish. Some weeks later this f ish was 
debited agcdnst Konongo Consumers. 

Concerning the sugar on several occasions I was 
given chits by t1r. Kane asking rr.e to supply sugar. I gave one 
of these chits to Co1. Ga.."Ilbrill last week. (Gi"'.mbrill agrees, 
but chit is not available. 

At the end of '"h e March 51 sto de tok ing there were 11 
packets of Su€ar surplu3. The se "Jare r:ot b:~c'J.ght t~ account 
'!:Jut ~:-rere sh:::red amongs'c KCl118 (1) Dan:::;o (l.f) OWU.GU (4) Minnow 
(2) I was ill the store v.:~J.en the di.3:,rifYJsion was rna.de, and I 
hand in a EOt. e by Mr. L.:.· .. e ~ dl. ich I kc:p t in c aGe the re sl1 cu Id 
be a snb3e('1uen~.:; sLaY ta~';. They \ve,.' e ~:inf!le or-.e pou:-.d packets 
of sugar. (t;ote mar·l~ed';Eil and attached) 

At th8 Sept stock ta.king I pointed OJ. t t.1ta t I had 1+13 
of 2J. J~ 2 Ibs. c3.:ctons of su gar, wi. ich had bee n in s to ck si nce 
June, and for vlhich I had received no debit note. 

Of the remaining shortages I can offer no exp~anation 
than that they r:k.'-J have been oversupplied dur i!".g days Wlen 

work:"l"..g at 1'1ig.'1 pressure. 

1II:)uld like to add that \\hen I was in dL-'ect control 
ths-re WC::'G no s~:o.s!5. s..~ort.:le:er-', except of a m:!..lor 

, r 1: '"'' r. ( f·'·O~1 fer C'3~ t.t") r·.~,::' .... 



and hurry my work9 and this m2,y have l e d to shortages. 
Mr. Obuobl asks f~r fuller infor:na'cion on t~e I. O. U. 
(HAll ) Mr~ Obeyie s'c..ates tha t the advanc0 s were given between 
March and Augu st 1950, and t hat; only Mr. Kane ever checked 
the cash against the books. 

The Stl b":.otals on IIt\VI were ins erted by me af tel' 
Mr. K.:me had given me the I. O. U. f ::'om another piece of 
paper on whicL I kept the recol'd. This shows a difference 
of £5. 

(SIGH ED) C. O. A'oeyie. 

21/ 9/ 510 

At this stage t~e par.el cO::lsidered that. f.-ir, Kane should be 
called, aj,1d that he should have Hr. Obey;_e's statement 
read ove::, b him,. ar:.d 1:::e afforded 3 .1: o?JPC'I'tunity of ask ing 
any que stions, 0 l' l'Tl0. kir.g a s'caC G,;leHt on his aNn behalf. 

Mr. Baiden called said that the only occani::m he could 
reca.ll being sent to the store \ 'laS to get bis cuits for 
1vlr. Gam bri 11 .. 

Mr. Kumah sta ted tha t in May 51, he was asked by Mr. Kane 
to br-ir{S h:L71 a pi:3ce of K~aki Lt~(~:lL I f ·.:,rgot t::J tell 
Mr. Abeyie ab ou t t...~ is • 

In .]u2-y, Mro Kane as~<:sd Ire to g.'_ve h:l_m a piece of UAC print 
Mr ~ Obcyie was out, c..."l.d the keys ,,;ere in his d.rawer, I 
told O;,;eyie w[-Lat I ha d done a:~ ter""al~ds. I diel not get a 
wri'ctcl''.. order ~ 0':1 abo'J. t four- OC::!B-3_'LO.C1S r,'h~. Kane has to:!.d 
me to give ldJll c2_gareLt.es. On each occasion it has been one 
tin, aDd I have told ~1r. Abeyie afterwal"Qs. 

On about t~v'ee occasions: while Mr. Abeyie was absent, I 
haye gi-:e::l UAC prirrts to Mr. Kane. Or.e piece on each 
occasion. 

Mr. Kumah 0':1 cpestioning by Mr. Kane admitted that on 
Mr. Ale41El.s instruction tVoK) pier::es of drill 'ltv-ere transfered 
to Accra, cu1d it was en this occasion that it was found 
that th e bc)ok sto ck was one snort. 

Mr. Kane to Mr. K'-'-mah. Do you remeni)er that when UAC prints 
wej':'e taLe:l. by me cas:t ~,..'a~:; paid to 11'lr', Aueyie. Mr. Kurnah re­
plie d Ii I do no t rs:nHT: berl! • 

Mr. Abeyie reqnests tl1.at Mr. Bmden be recalled. 
Q. by Abeyie .... Hil'Te ~;-:)U. ever t ake:'l cigar'estes from the store. 
Answer: Yes, once, when I took a part carton, I do 

not knGitJ how many tins were in it. Mr. Abeyie 
gave me th e par t cart_no 

Abeyie questioned by Kane, Do you r 'Jali8e that as a 
w~!01e3ale keeper you are responsible for the "m.oles:J.le. 
Abey:~e. Yes, ur.aer t~:.e cont.rol of the Sales Manager. 
Kan e. You a!'e bond 60.1 
Abeyie. Yes. 
Kane. Have YGil been a wholesale keeper before. 
li.b€ly':te. Yes .• fc.y.' l:.i:u? years. 



ltane- Feb ;)1, men I was still ACO, 
se lling 90 bre.adcroek. s, payment 
Kumasi Consumers? It was a . 

Do you recall that in 
I reprimanded you for 
for which was nade to 
verbal l'epr-imali <io 

Abeyie 0 No o 

Kane. Have yeu and I bee n· on friendly terms since the- e~ly 
par t of th is ye ar (51) ~,_ 

Abeyie •. Yes we have been friendly, but we have not been SO ·" 

Kane._ 
close since you moved from Asawasi. 
Do you re::Embel' th a t in the early part of 1950, 
in Asawasl I took a loan from you of £150 and gave yo'-l 
an I. O. 0 U. This money was -to make payment f ~l"_ my ;/ 
car pendlng receipt of a Government loan. ~;"-

Abeyie No. 
o ~r. Kane proceeds to give a statement, Mr. Abeyie lea~es 

at thlS Juncture, to be called back ... hen the statement is 
complet ed. I ref'u'ce all the allegatl"'ons made by Mr. Obeyie 
and Mr. Kumah, and I believe that it l s a plot engineered by 
certain people in Kumasi to put me into cJ.:;,srepute. 
The statement of surpluses and deficiencies which were made 
after I had t aken the stocks at 6th .sept, are true and 
accurate. Regarding the bf'ead crocks,? I haY,..e not, on any 
occasion suggested or advis ed Mr. Abeyie to remove breadcrocks 
in payment of an alleged loan. In Sept .. 50 just before 
proceed:tr.g on lea ve I t()ol~ .~91. 580 6d. from Mr. Abeyie in 
his OW'-l. i'~ous E': at i'-..;3c_was-J. and it bad Hoth ing to GO with t.'J.e 
C. W. E. The doc1~ment (nAn) Vias prepared by me at the railway 
station Kumasi9 I,vhGZ1 Acey-:...e came to see mc; c:!:'f' on leave. 
On my 1"e turn fX'om lea v e I paid tile a!oney to him a t his house 
the sum of £91. 5s. 6d. I had previously taken a loan of 
£150 from Mr. Abeyie, a..'1d had pa..td it back, but on bot!} 
occasions I did not get back my 10 O. U 8 

At the time I ha::lded oyer to Mr. Owusu, the cash 
balance of the C. Wo E. was correcto 

Regardir-.g the bread crocks 0 I went '. to Kumasi Consumers 
cib·out -Feb. 51 _, in · the time I was !:)-::;lll acting as ACO in eWE. 
r inspe cted tncCor;.surner Store, and in go ing through their 
Dai ly Sal es Analysis Shee t s, I fou ng 90 bre adcro cks ha s been 
purchased by Mr. Abeyie o The shop assistan;G in.formed me 
that the bpeadcrods ha-1 !"lOt bee n delive .. 1ed bv:::' that payment 
had .been nlade 'by Abeyj,.p -, The stOl' e~keep er confir'med this, 
arid I later rep;)rt~d i::; t.p Bro Senc..hep ~ (Mr~ Se1.1chere c01i..firms 
th is) Both ~·iro Sellc~lcre al;.d Hr. KDn xam tr'lok oo_}e etion to 
Mr. Abeyie1s ilct.ionf,~.:'..:t they were paid IO:!.'" at the retail price, 
On my return I re pd.panC:ed i-tr. Abey;e for having undertaken 
this transact.:'on 0 I did not report t.he rr.a tter officially, 
but I did ment.io':l it, ~o Mr. Ack'ah and Mro O'!'r~,sn. 
Questi cn. by Mr. l~nlght, Po you not- consider t!1at taking a loan 
from a private person with whom you have official relations 
is likely to prejudice yC'.J_r off ici aJ. positior l.? 
Answer. No· heca\.u:;e h e -J:-;S a friend. I d:Ld not pay interest. 
Questi on by Nro Knight. . D'J :rou kr,ow cil a:::iY ins truc tiorts on 
the subject cf t.he relac'.o nsh~p "l"l~.cl: should exist between 
G()vernment Stat'f a1cd se aff s ot soc:i..e ·cie s. 
Reply: Yes. 
Mr. S enc.~ere, 

Kane. 
Mr. Knight 

Kane. 
Knigh~ 
Kane .' 
Gambrill. 

Eavi:.lg' ·c ::<e r. t\'JO ::'08.n.S ~. r oT." MY'. Abeyie, \<Jere 
:\>,.:,:1. ~:o. :' ~(.s1.tion to r e prim;;.nd i"l:i.ln. 
Yes, I did reprimand him. 
IY 0 Mr. Abeyie say anything after- you had 
roC: prjJ.na~'d cd hi,n. 
Yes, he 'i,-(;aD'~ anno~-·8rJo 
Di.::' yo~;,I' relaticnship dater-iol'2!.J:. e after thiso 
YE:;sQ 
wby cU. d yo;;. b0rr ON 1... Gum of £'910 5s. 6d. such 
2. defii1ice sun? 



Kane t The ·amount . is made up of sm.aller amounts. • 
One of th ese was a sum of a:ppro x, £60. vm. i~h' 1- too k in his 
house at Assawasi just before I we~t on leave and the 
balance was made up of my personal flccounts with him. 
Knight You had been indebt ed to Abeyie for some time. 
ICJ.ne • Yes. 
Knight Has Abeyie private means. 
Kane. Yes. 
Knight Do you recall that it was difficult for him to 
produce his cash security. ~~d the C ~'l E . g • ........ • Vi. • were pressln 
for full payment. 
Kane. Yes, I remember. 
Kane. statement continues. I brought the netting from 
Accra, I gave him the netting and the debit note, and 
he sigl],ed it, I have myself purchased abo'..1i:; 30 yds. of 
printed vat netting from Kumasi Consumers arcund January 
51, at about 3/6d pe r yard. I did not buy it myself, nor 
on my pass book, and I do not know how it was tr'eated. 
Regarding the 25 bags of cement; these 'Iller e bro ken bag s. 
The cement was taken by Mr. Baiden and as this was before 
I was Sales Mamger, Mr. Abeyie took the cash, and the 
cash ch ange d hand s in my pre s enc e. . 
I have taken tins of Churchman on four occasions, one 
at a time for my own us e. I subsequen tly pur chas ed 6 
tins from Tecr iman and used four of these to repla ce the 
stock. He agreed that this sett'led the position. 
Regarding flour. I have never given instructions for its 
is sue except under written inst rue ti ons 0 In prClctice Mr .. 
Abeyie does collect cash for ce~tain goods, and sub­
sequently pays it over to secretaries of societies in order 
that debit notes may be passed. 
I have never taken any customers to the store and issued 
them with Cream Cracker Bis cuit s. 
Canary fish was returned from Techiman, and not in prime 
condition, I took delivery of it here and paid for it 
through Ashanti Akim Consumers, The debit note to K",nongo 
Consumers was signed for by the Konongo Society. The fish 
was paid for about three weeks after I teok it, by cheque 
On the same Konongo cour..ter pass chit wer'e 2 pieces (Of 
prints which were taken by Mr. Ku.mi, and ore bag of maize 
that I purchased in Konor..gD. I took delivery of the 
maize in Konongo. 4 pie ces of prints were given to Mrs. 
Achah in Kumasi, the cash was paid to Abeyie, and 
subsequently to the Sunyani Consumers Secretary. 
I know that 4 pieces Dutch Block Prints were given to Mrs. 
Ackah in Kumasi, the cash was paid to Abeyie, and sub­
seque ntl y to the Sunyani Consumer s Secretary. 
I know thd.t 4 pieces Dutch Block Prints were given to 
Mrs. Ackah in Kumasi, cas h was paid for them, and debit 
note 1425 was issued to Sunyani Consumers. I know that 
on several occasions Mr. Ackah has been issued ,vi th prints 
in this manner. On one occasion Mr. Bennin was given a 
pie ce of Drill, W1. ich was debited to S e chere Div isi on 
Consumers. 
Question by Gambrill. Doe' s not this method of issueiI".g 
goods to members, and debiting them to socie tie s amount 
to Credit Trading. 
Reply. Yes, to a certain extent. Concerning Exhibit 
liE \I and t he distribution of packet s of su gar to various 
member s of the sti.J.ff. These were melted sugar and 
val ueless. On June 25th ther e was a consi g-.r.drEnt of flour 
and I found 1:;0 sacke had been removed at the railway 
station. In spite of an inquiry to Mr. Abeyie, no satis­
factory explanation was made to me. 
On other occasions I was told that he was selling empty 
cases and I queried him about this. His reply was in my 
opinion unsa tisf dctory. . . , 
His work has deter.io:.~ atsd. Slnce T became Sdles lvla..T1a,ger .• 
Debit notes are mostly made out by his assistant. He 
attends busine ss irregularly. 



14fL 
Question by Gambrill. Have you given him any previous 
written warnings on his shortcomings. 
Kane. I have spoken to him about the debit notes and 
written to him about his irregular attenda~ce at duty. 
The members examine the signing-in-book~ and Abeyie 
appears to have signed regularly in recent weeks. 
Questions. 
Abeyie: Do you remember that I gave you £40 in the 
office just before you went on leave in the presence of Mr. 
Owusu. 
Kanee No. 
Abeyie. Do you remember that when you came back from 
leave you came to my house to thank me, for having stood 
for you when the check was made by Mr. Ackah. 
Kane. I came to your house, paid you the amount and 
thanked you for your/assistance. /financial 
Abeyie. Is it your practice to take loans and not 
collect the IeO.U's back? 
Kane. It is not my practice but because of your evil 
intentions you kept back my I.OoU's . 
Gambri ll. Did you ask him for the I.O.U's. 
Kane. Ye~, I asked him on both occasions. 
Abeyie. Have you Vat Netting hanging in your house. 
Kane. Yes,} stated that I purchased some in Kumasi 
Consumers. 
Abeyie. How was this netting treated in the stock 
binders of the C.W.E. 
Kane. Well, it was entered up by the binder clerk. 
Abeyie. Is the netting entered on exhibit "CH. 
Kane. No, but there must be a reason why it wa£ not 
entered. 
Mr. Abeyie r~quests that Mr. Arthur be called to verify 
the entries on exhibit liC" and Mr. Kuffour, 
Abeyie. Where did the cash transaction in respect of 
the cement take place. 
Kane. In your office. 
Mr. Abeyie denies tha t he received any cash for cement 
from Mr. Baiden. 
Abeyie. Do you rememner that at the March stocktaking, 
the clerk Arthur wrote the cement on the stock sheet~ 
and you told him to rc-write the sheet anew. 
Kane. I do not remember. 
Abeyie. Do you remember that Mr. Danso called Arthur 
l as t March and asked him about this cement. 
Kane. I remember that at the March stocktaking there 
were several shortages amounting to nearly £90 and you 
as the wholesa le keeper were questioned by Mr. Danso as 
to the shortages, in my presence you could not give any 
tangible excuse. The questioning included the cement. 
There was a shortage of cement in March. (Mr. Kane 
amplifies this reply .bY_ stating that he,-:.aoe s not recall 
Mr. ArthUl' being called, but he does know that Mr. 
Abeyie was called) 
Abeyie. Did you tell me to give flour to Mr. Minnow. 
Kane. Yes. 
1.beyie. Regarding the misSing flour bags, do you recall 
that I asked you to make some inquiries at the loading 
station at Takoradi. 
Kanee No. 
Abeyi e. Did you recei ve this letter ( copy marked iiF" ) 
Kane. Yes, I did but returned it to you as it was 
unsatisfactory. 
Abeyie. Did you bring two ministers and bargain with 
them about empty cases. 
Kane. No. The bargaining was done jointly between you 
and I on one side and the Ministers on the other. 
Abeyie. Do you know what became Of the proceeds. 
Kane. Yes. 
Jlbeyie. Who collected the proceeds 0 

ra~e. You took the money. 
Knlght to Kane 0 Did you agree to thl.S 0 



Knight 
Kane: 
Abey ie. 
with me. 

to Karle: Did you agree to this. 
Yes, becaus e it was 'Wi. th my kridw1edge_ 

Dc you r-En1 ember subse qUently di vi di ng the £2. 

Kane. Yes, you brou~ht the £2. to me, and I told you to 
take £1 of it for your expens es. I did not bri~ tre 
other £ to account but used it for sundry office expenses 
Abeyie. Did you issue inst ructions to the eff '~ct that 
the Assistant vVholesale keeper should prepare debit notes. 
Kane. No. 
Abeyie. Did I ever absent myself wit hou t permission. 
Kane. Yes many, many times, For example on 1st Sept. 
1951 you left at 10.30. a.m. On 2nd August, you left 
office all day and returned at 12. 5. noon. 
My Abeyie fur ther states that he was not in th e habit of 
asking permission to ~eave Wlen he was on ch.lty locally 
in Kumasi. 
Mr. Kane further st~tes:-
Some of the shortages which Mr. Abeyie has been comm!lne­
ing on refer to the Barch sto ck taking and he has not yet 
signe d the D. & S. A/c. I remember he gave one Relianc e 
Cycle to the A~sistant Wholes~le Keeper, He told me tha t 
Kumah was going to pay for it at the end of the month. 
This appeared short in September stocktaking. 
Question by Gambrill to Mr. Kane. Did you report the 
stock shortage at March to the Departmen t'? 
Answer. The stock sheets were sent to the Depts. Of~ ice, 
and the DV & S account was drawn in Accra and forwarded 
to me. I sent it on to Abeyte who took no action on it. 
Noticing that his \\Ork was deteriorating and being 
infoJr"Ire d of the breadcrack and cycle incident, I decided 
to wait until the next stock taking came. 
Question by Gambrill.. Who decided tha. t stock should be 
taken in C. W. E. Kumasi in Sept. 
Answer. I did. Aftar consultation with you (GdDlbrill) 
Question by Gambrill to Abeyie. Did you lend Mr. Kane 
any of you r own mone y at an y tia •. 
Reply - Yes. 101- to buy petrol. This was a casual loan 
and re paid. 
Question. By Mr. Knight. Did you give Mr. Kane a loan 
of £150. 
Answer Mr. Abeyie. No. 
Question by Mr. Knight - When Boadu che cke d the cash, how 
much was it short? 
Answer: Boadu did not che ck the cash, but asked me to 
pay all the cash into the Bank. 
Question by Mr. Ohuabi. What was the amount of the 
shortage at the time Mr. Ackah che eked. 
Reply; £96. 5s. 6.d 
Question by G-mbri 11. Did you ever take 90 bread crock s 
thro ugh the Kuroas i Consumer s. 
Reply: Yes, I paid cash to Mr. Kankam and took the bread­
crocks from the Wl ole sale. At tha t time I was managi ng 
the depot. . 

The Panel which had sat from 2.1S.p.m. until 
8.40p.m. adjourned on the 21st until the 22nd. 

The Panel commence d haa ring at 9 . a.m. on Z2nd Sept. 
Mr. Kane requests to be allowed to add to his 

statement of the 21 st. . 
Sine e the Ashanti C. 

have been 4 stock takings. 
(pointed cut by Gambrill) 
shortage. 

W. E. Depot was opened l there 
March SO - £54. l)s. 6d. 

this was a surplus not a 

July, 1950 There was a shortage of £11 -.. lOs. 7d. 
which Mr. Abeyie accept:. edt 

March ~ 19.5J. l'11eI-e was a shortage of £91. lOs.. 9d. 



which Mr. fl.bey ie has not ye t accept edt 
I was seconded from the Co-operctti ve Depar.tme nt 

w. e. f. 1st March, 1951, but did not assume respons ibili ty 
for authorising issues until 1st April. Mr. Abeyie was 
asked by me to comment on the March shortage, but he took 
no action. 

Since 1st April there has been no occasion that 
I have a ske d Hr. Abeyie ve,, 'ba11y to iss ue go c ds without 
issuei ng deb it note s. I cannot now remember wher e I ' 
purchased the vat netting from as I sometimes m.:tke purchases 
on my vi sit s to othe I' soc ietie s. 

On the occasions when sales were made from this 
wholesale and subsequently passed through society's ~ccounts 
cash was generally paid by the purchaser to Mr. Abeyie, for 
the s a fety of this cash I allowed him the use of ii safe in 
his off ice. 
! V

1r • Obuobi. Who decided to which society such gQods shall be 
debited. 
Mr. Kane. Mr. Abeyie. 
Mr. Knight Why are they not all passed through the local jlociety 
KtlITl£l s i. 
Mr. Kane. It is for Mr. Abeyie to decide. 
Mr. Knigh t Why not make an offic ial cash sale on the se 
occasions. 
Mr. Kane. Because they are not goods wh ich sh ould be sold 
a t V"nolesal e le vel. 
Mr. Abeyie questions Mr. Kane. 
Mr. Abeyie. Do you not r emember that in May, you asked Mr. 
Kurnah to tak e one pie ce khaki dri 11 to be i,88 ue d to Mr. 
Bennin, and the debit note wa8 mi1de in July, which Mr. 
Yankah refused to count ~rsign. 
Hr. Kane. I remembe r one piece of drill was issued, but I 
do not know when. 
Mr. Abeyie. Do you remember t a king b..o pieces print and 1 
Canary fish, for which you sent the debit note later, and 
Mr. Yankah refused to sign. 
Mr. Kane. Yes. 
]\1r. Abeyie. Do you a gree that when instructions to issue 
are sent to me they also imicate to which society the goods 
should be debited. 
l'ir. Kane. Yes. 
l'ir. Abeyie. You state that I took money for 4 pieces of print 
and then debited th em against Sunyani. I sh~ll later bring 
evidence to refut e this. 
Mr. Bonsu , Secretary of Kumasi Consumers Society states: 
I recall somet ime sinc-=: Apri 1 I was asked . by Mr. Abeyie to 
sien a deb it not e for one pie ce Khaki Dri 11, which was not 
actually delivered, I do not know who the drill was for. 

Mr. Kankam, Manager of Kumasi Consumers Society states: 
Sometime last year I renffilber Mr. Abeyie brought me money 
and a debit note for bread crocks. I also remanber sometime 
this year that a pie ce of khaki drill was also treated in the 
s'l.me way. 
I do not remember if Kumasi Consumers has ever received any 
printed nett ing • 
Mr. Arthur. Binder Clerk of C. W. E. Kurnasi. 
I wrote the entry on line three of exhibit ICi! (Binder sheet 
of Printed netting) I do not remember why I did not complete 
the entry, I do not know who crossed out the entry, and I do 
not know whose initLds they are. The brown pencil markings 
were done by the auditors, I do not know which one. Before 
the March stocktaking I was asked to write the stock sheets 
According to my binder there were 25 ba€,s cement, Clnd I wrote 
this in pencil on the stock sheet. I took the stock sheets 
to Mr. Kane. He told me to re-write them in ink. I found he 
had ca ncelled my en try of 25 bags cerren t and he infonne d me 



to Mr. Baiden. 
called roo and asked me 1Ahy the 
the shee t I I to Id him t :hat Mr. 
write them, because they had 
The auditor saw both the penci 1 

that they had been issued 
After the audit Mr. DC'lns" 
25 bags did not appe <..1.1" on 
Kane instruc ted me not to 
been so Id to Mr. Baiden. 
am the ink co py • 
Mr. Kan e que stio ns Mr. Arthur. 
Kane. When you were first employed in Jecember, 1950 had 
you any previous knowledge of binde~ keeping. 
Arthur. No. 
Mr. Kuff our recalled fo" que stioning. 
I headed th~ sheet (. exhibit IIC!!) and made the first entry 
on 17th November, 1950 I made the plain pencil ticks. 
Mr. Kunwh also recalled wi th Mr. Arthur. 
The initials after item 3 on the binder sheet purportto be 
my initials, but I did not write them. 
Mr. Abeyie questions Mr. Kane. Is the initial after line 
three on exhibit "C" your initial? 
Mr. Kane. These initials are not mine. 
Mr. Vardon. Assistant Co-operative Officer, Audit, is 
called for que st ioning. 
The brown audit ticks on Exhibit "C" are mine. They were 
made at the annual audit March 1951. I shall need to 
collect my own notes on the audit to decide why I crossed 
out item 3. (Mr. Vardon leaves to collect same) 
The panel examines ot~er initials of Mr. Kuffour and trey 
do not appear to be the same as those on Exhibit "C" 
Mr~ -r:rthur recalled for ~estioning by Mr. Kane. 
Mr. Abeyie hand s in exhibit UGH being un iss ue inst ruc t oion 
signed by Mr. Kane, and draws attention to the last item 
"2" bales canary fish (Amt. paid to so c) dated 16th June, 51 
Mr. Kane states that the amount was pdid to Kumasi 
Consumers by Abeyie. On reflection he corrects this state­
ment and add s, the amount was paid by Mrs. Ackah to Kumasi 
Consumers and I do not know where delivery was taken. 
Mr. Abeyie states that the t\\O bale s fish were· issued to 
Mrs. Ackah on Mr. Kane~s instruccion and that when the debit 
not e was taken to the Kuamsi store he asked if the cash had 
been paid in. At this stage Mr. Dans 0 , Inspecting 
Accountant is called. 
Mr. Danso states: (1)-11''. Vardon and Mr. Arthur also recalled 
to assist in clarifying this point) 
I reman bel" tha t towards the end of Apri 1 I received 4 
damaged packets of sugar from the stare. This was damp am 
of no value. (At this stage Mr. Danso lea ves, pending 
receipt of Mr. Vardon's note book to clarify the cement 
issue) . 
Mr. Abeyie continues his statement. 
Hunds in "HI! Order to supply 3 pes prints to Ejura dated 
27th June 1951 endorsed "taken by Sales Manager'! 
Question by Garnbri 11, to M!' Kane. Did th ese prints go to 
Ejura, and 1Ab?i9:;.they part of the alloca t10n countersi gned by 
me for Ejura society. 
Kane. They did form part of the all oca tic n I gave them to 
Mr. Martinson and his wife in Kumasi, when they were passing 
to Accra. /Abeyie: 
Hands in "I" an issue ins truction to supply to Ashanti Akim, 
dated 5th May. I gave the print to Mr. Kare, and 
subsequentl y received the instruction. 
Mr. Kane: states that he took this print for his own use in 
Kumasi. I paid the amount for it to the Secretary of the 
Ash Akim Soc. Hunds in IIJII an 'issue instruction fo r Spry, 
Drill an d Gramophones, these were ta ken by Mr ~ Dans 0, and 
debited to Kumasi Consumer s. Hands in "K" bei ng an iss ue 
instruction for 2 pieces drill to be issued to Deputy 
Registrar Consumers, on 28th July, 1951 and taken by him. 
Mr. Kane states that he did not know that Mr. Alema had taken 
these two pieces until the day after it was actually taken, 
and that at Mr. Abeyie' s request he issued exhibit "K" 



Abeyie. Ham s in "V' an order for 4 pieces of print, 
dated 8/8/51 to Sunyani. 
Mr. Kane asks Mr. Abeyie, Did you rec~ive payment for 
the se pie ce s pri nt. 
Mr. Abeyie. No. 
1,1r. Kane Do you rananber thi:'_t I once rang you from 
the town c:nd said you should give Mr. & Mrs. Ackah 4 
pie ces print, am colle ct the money for them. 
Mr. Abeyie. I remanber you asking me to five them 4 
pieces print. I -gave the :Our pieces of print to Mrs. 
Ackah, but I did not receive cash for them. La.ter Mr. 
Kane brought me exhibit ilL" I ne ver recei ve d cash for 
the se four pieces print. 

Mr. Danso and Mr. Vardon with notes continue on the 
cc:m ent posi ti on. 
Mr. Dc,ns o. The sum position of the cement was t hat there 
was a book stock of 53. We subsequently dis covered that 
Deb it Note 2418 for 50 bags had not bee n ent ered in the 
binders. 
Mr. Vardon states that he frund that 61~ yds Vi:lt netting 
had been received from Accrd, but not issued out. His 
audit report ref 40/52 dated 28th May draws attention to 
the shortclge. It doe s not appear that C. VI. E. has 
char ged th is to 1'1r. Abey ie's D. & S. Account for Mar ch 51. 
Mr. Kane recalled and questioned; 
Have you received any money from drivers of the C.W. E. 
for fares collected on the lorry since you too k ove r the 
dut ie s of Sale s Manager? 
iv1r. Kane. Yes. 
G:::unbrill. Have any such fdI'es been coll ected by the drivers. 
l1r. Kane. Yes, but only si nce 13th August, 1951. 
Gambrill. The old lorry AR 1807 travelled 764 miles in 

At-,ril, of vb ich 326 mile s were return journeys to Kumasi. 
Were a ny fares paid to the driver. 
Mr. Kune. I do not know_ I did not receive any. 
G.:llTlbH 11 in lvlay 1951 the lorr y trdve11e d $92 mile s, were 
<.ny f a res r~be1ved. 
Mr. Ka re. No. 
Gumbri11. Did you tc::'. ke any steps to find out a bout this 
sta t e of affairs. 
Hr. Kane. The driver told me he did not collect any fares. 
Mr. Tettey (C. 'v. E. Driver called) 
Gambri 11. Did you take the C. W. E. lorr y 8538 to Prampram 
on the 23rd Au~ust. 
Mr. Te ttey. Yes. I left Kumasi on 23rd August in th; 
morning I c<! 1"ried 10 empty boxes also 4 wcman and 3 children. 
They live near to C. W. E. I took than straight to 
Pr . .unpram. Mr. Kane told rna to take these people to 
Prampram I report ':! d to l'-lr. Obuoni ani lifted a load of goods 
to c a rry back to Kumasi. 
Hr. Kane quest i ons Mr. Tetty. 
K~e . Did you bring women to my office before you wont. 
Tettey. No. I came here wi th Hr . Engman, vbo lives nearby 
c. W. E. 
Kane. I authoris ed the drive r to carry four women without 
Pdyment from Kumasi to Accra only. On the return of the 
lorry I received no cash from Tettey. The journey to Pram­
pram w s reported to me by Grant, a relieveing typist. I 
ga ve Tettey full patrol t. carry him both ways, and he 
collected a further 24 g ..lllons in Accra. 

findings. 

The m:'!.in issue of inquiry concerns the stock shortage of 
£264. 12s. 4d • .,t,ich 1s revealed at the stock t&king of the 
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Kum.'.l..si C. W. E. in Sept. 1951. W .. • C dJl find nothl1l(" 
in the 0vid nce to ~lb sol va MI~. J\bcyic from his 
responsibilities und oJ~ hi :) bond. r\ t t~ hu .1affi'~ time 
w feel th ~lt Hr. Kuno contributod hoth by n8r;11.(.:~(:.>nco 
nnd in some c<.is~ s by int.cl'fHr'cncc to the state rev?:aled 
by the stock t c..lk inr, ,'nd the: t h." n111qt. ho ;u' :Iome rOl'tj (')n 
of the responsibility, 
We do not feel th->.. t ,:m Inquiry of the n.J. t.ur r.: "'TC have 
conducted should make ilny r e com lcnd r.ion c:1!; to t.he 
nctul.l m.J.nne '~ in which this r · spon:1ibillty should be 
shared. 
To.king account of the s hor t 'lfe of £91 r e v e" led in the 
March 51 stockta king' , the to t:ll sh ortilres incurred by 
Mr . ,\beyie ( deductinr his surplus in f'.1u·ch 1950) wr13 

in the refion of £50 ~nd this, bdae~ on the s~1~3 rate 
of the Depot. (approx £70,000 last ye~r ~ lon~) is J 

very good performi..lnce. The d.3cline in the st i.. nd ,rd of 
the performance of Mr. Abeyie's duties si nce .\pri lJ 1951 
ha.s coincided with the a ppointrrent of the S..11es lL.:n:"fer. 
The anticipated effici e ncy, \\hich it ws hoped this 
appointment would . ring to the Depot, has f riled to 
m:.:.teri a lise. !'oIl" . Abeyie has made ..:J. l :"eC_lt. i ons ~ich in the 
main, in our opinion, Mr. K~e ha s fi.. i led to d is prove. 
On some points in the evidence we ar:! unw I e to a ce ept 
Mr. K~ne's vers i on. 
We recommend thCJ.t Mr. Abeyie continue in his present 
of f ice, subject to his be in~ ab~e to m~ke s ~tisf~ctory 
arr.J..ngements refurding his indebtedness to the C. "I . r.. 
Concerning Hr. Kane, we feel th t in this n lrticuL.r case 
the experiment of appointinv <l Sales t-1...J.l1:i =:er for the 
Kumasi Depot has f a iled. We are furth.~r of the opinion 
tb.J.t his services to the C. \1 . E. should be discontinued. 
There are matt ers reve~ led in this i nquiry, conc ~rning 
Mr. Kane, which must be de a .. lt '.'lith Department clll y. 
We further recommend th.J.t s hould the resulting v ~ c ancy of 
Sale s Manager be f111 ed the pos iti on should not .:l.[c- in be 
allowed to .J.rise in v-k.ich the Seniority and S':'lLlI'Y of the 
Department'll Of r icer super visi ng the branc h a re lower 
than that of the Mnnafer. We also feel th 'i t the st <... tus 
of the wholesale keeper -..:. nd the Sales m:mafer s hould be 
on a more equal basis, and thet in th is conne ction it nigh t 
be advisable to drop the express ion. "Sale s MJ.nagorl! for 
some title such as "sub- accountant" 
We are rather surpri$ 3d th~t sh Qr tages deta iled by the 
Audi t Division of the Depur tmen t do not ye t apPG ur to have 
been passed to the C. VI . E. for action. 
We feel that further enquiry shouldbe made re the 25 ba gs 
of cement, with a view to enauring thc. t payment has been 
made. We are of the 0 pinion tha t Mr. Kane must b '" he~d 
responsible for the Vat Netting on exhibit "B" <md should 
be asked to mo.ke repayment for it at sellin€" value. 
Mr. Abeyie must be clearly of the implication of his 
informed duties, and instructed th ,lt wh a tever supervision 
of him may take plac~, no person h.J.s .J.ny right to int erfere 
with the goods under his co ntrol. 

SIGN ED B. 1!! 01\. T. IrnIGtlT. 
Assis Gimt RCfistr,J.r. 

J .. OBUOBI. 
Manngi ng Se cret.:.lry C. W. E • 

. Kumas1. 22nd sept 51. 
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ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING MR. JoE.KANE ASST.CO-OPERATIVE OFFR. 

At Accra on the 5th October, 1951, Present Messrs. Rewson 

Regi strar of Co-operative Societ.ies, Mr. Sam Deputy, and Col. 

Gambrill Assto Registrar; also Mro J~E. Kane. 

Mr. Hewson informs Mr. Kane that as he is aware certain enquiries 

were recently undertaken as to allegations of improper conduct 

levied against him. These are to the effect (1) that he borrowed 

money from officers over whom he had in the course of his duties 

to exercise supervision, (2) that he did himself receive and did 

connive at others receiving goods direct from the Wholesale 

instead of from their Retail Societies in the approved manner, 

(3) the que st ion of a consignment of net ting from the Wholesale 

Establishment not properly accounted for in the Kumasi Depot. 

With regard to the first two counts Kane admitted the faults. 

With regard to the last He admitted receiving personally a con­

signment of 30 yards of the material in question but stated that 

he had purchased it for cash in a Co-operative Store but which 

one he could not remember. He admitted transporting the lot in 

question to Kumasi. (The invoice is signed both by himself and 

the Wholesale Keeper Kumasi but the latter denies ever receiving 

this particular lot). 

In considering the treatment of Kane Colo Gambrill asked that 

his generally good service while in Ashanti be taken into account 

and Mr. Sam testified to his generally good record to date in the 

Dep artmen t. It was agreed tha t Mr. Kane had been guilty of 

borrowing money from an employee of a Co-operati va Soci e ty con­

trary to standing Departmental instructions, and to issuing an 

I.O.U. contrary to General Orders; tha t He had also be e n guilty 

of receiving goods direct from the Wholesale and in conniving at 

others so doing also contrary to Depa rtmenta l Instructi ons. With 

regard to the consignment of netting it wa s found impossible to 

accept his explanation, and it was noted that he had undertaken 

to pay for this to the Establishment. 

Taking all factors into consideration it was agreed that a fitting 

2/ punishment •••••• 





CI2 
P.O. Box 906, 

ACCRA. 

Strictly Confidential 

24Ch OCTOBER, 1951. 

MR. J.E. KANE - ASSISTANT CO-OPERATIVE OFFICERo 

I have to refer to my letter No.C12 of 11th September 

in which I suggested the promotion of Mr. Kane to the rank 

of Senior Assistant Co-operative Officer Scale D3; I asked 

that action on this be suspended and now must officially 

request its cancellationo Briefly Mr. Kane has been detect­

ed in conduct unfitting to a public servanto The situation 

is a little complicated in so far as Mr. Kane was at the 

tic" 

requests of the Co-operative Wholesale Establishment, granted 

two years' leave on the ground of publi c policy with effect 

from the 1st March last-your No. 10910/28 of 28th February 

refers; this was in order to enable him to take up duties 

in the Executive of the Establishment in its early stageso 

It will be appreciated that when this matter was brought to 

my notice I considered rapid action necessary. I therefore 

contacted the Establishment and with their consent declared 

the period of such leave at an end and recalled Mr. Kane 

forthwith to other duties in another station. 

I als 0 caused an enquiry to be he ld in Kumasi and an other 

in Accra.I should be grateful if you would return the report 

of the former and the exhibits at your early convenience; the 

report of the Accra enquiry is for your retention. The back­

ground of all this is that there are certain features peculiar 

to the work of this Department (possibly the Custom's may have 

atm11ar dangers), centred on the possibilities of improper 

relationships being entered into between 

Co-operatives they are Bet to advise 



- ''t't-
and supervise. The Latins sum up th,e situation Ifquis 

custodiet ipsos custodesi'o I have endeavoured to make 

the position in such matters very plain in Departmental 

instructions~ and I think I have succeeded in so doingo 

Mr~ Kane happens to be one of our very best - I had 

almost said our few very good officers -, and it has been 

a great disappointment to me tbat he has fallen from grace. 

I think the appropriate and a most salutary punishment will 

be to cancel the promotion which it is common knowledge had 

been recommended. You will appreciate that in the circums-

tances the cessation of his secondment has also proved 

necessar~, and subject to your approval I intend to issue 

him with a warning. I do not believe he is beyond repair 

and hope he will later fulfill his promise. Arising out of 

the matter I also intend to issue a further strong circular 

to Government staff. The obtaining of one Block Print in 

short supply direct from Vfuolesale (against payment) may not 

at first sight seem a matter of consequence but the result 

may in fact be incalculable harm. 

I enclose a copy of an undertaking I make new recruits 

sign at the time of emplo~went, and would like to take the 

opportunity of discussing the matter with you generally in 

the not distant future, as I think I should aCQuaint you with 

such peculiar aspects as bear on this Department. 

Tr~ CHlnF SECRETP~Y, 
ACCRA.. 

Me Go Hewson, 
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