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Errata 

Page 10 paragraph 4 for "is" read "are" 

Page 11 li ne 20 for " is" rea d "are. " 

Page 17 line 24 for "and " read " land. " 

Page 21 line 24 delete " the town. " 

Page 31 line 22 for "spacious " read 

j, specious . . , 

Page 36 line 2 for educationalists (in a 

few copies only) read "educationists. " 
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To t:,e EDUCATED YOUf\GMA~ 
m 

AEIM ABUAE:'iYA, 

~ry Dear Sir, 

I (ics;re to aJtll'ess yon nllll all the eclu-
catl'cl per~OilS III .i..killl Abuak~ia on n I('w topics 
cf llllputtailce to the iwtiollal \\'ell hcill~!' oj' A k i ill 
ll,.buuk,ra, 1'1,18 C(lanlllllllcati(),l IS ],(,1llit-l'u[ lJ (,C('~H 'l'~ nad opportune 
ill \'ic\\ of the phellolllenal H; 'ce" (If the ,jsit to EDt!'land 01 N ana­
Otlll,llu Sir Ufuri :l.tl1 , oar estecilI('(lwler. A few months ago 1 ;1(1([ 

tll(' hO'lom or addressing you nl tlt l , Rpccptiol1 gwen by rou to me at 
hii;bi, and YOU ~-ill recall that ~Olll(' 01 til(' problcms dea lt with in 
tLi:; pap::-!' '\"E'l e touched l~ pon by me in my speech , '1 L ' , , of 
Jll ,- ad! I'ec:s \\',lS fur great 'I'crri", a i ,et not "'ell 811 i tc(] [or aeti \'0 do- / 
iu·,rs. J;c::-idec;, m,' Riav in En;..::l:lIJd had 1)(' (' 11 so lon2', an d I stood out v ~, ~, <..-. 

alll()lIg8L .'Oll ~I" a unique PC'J'S011, being at tlJat tim(" tho on ly son of 
Abunlnra land '\"lJO had had to c1cliw]' it Pllhlic re)lOl"t or) his return 
JlOlll C from England . I sai(l many thillgs in my ac1 (]l'(, ~s which pos­
sihly \\ ,:rc of int(']'est, but ,,-11!C'j-, could not be prcssed to tJH?ir logical 
(:on"('(I!h' ll Ce in ,-ielV of the "ingular position I thc]) occupied. 

Xow 110'\"('\"(:1' tbat Oll]' c~tcclll('d ClllanhCllc Las gone to England to 
" ,0(' tIJings for him"elf; no\\' tllat Olle jJl"Ol1linel1t mcmber oj' your Union, 
,:\11- . Chill'!,':': _b , ASilDte has go;lC to stnc1y thingl;; at fin;t hand; and now 
that a Chief li ke the J as('hene E ,,-ac1 jo rippim of E,Yaheng, an d a 
Stool H eir li ke nn- fr iend :\lr , .\, H _ ,,1pp iakotal1g ha\"e all come back 
to i\ bd<lhnl lnn d as li l- ing witncsRcs of the paragon Rystem of life ob­
t aining in tJJ e Brit ish Isles, I feel thnt I 111 l1s t ,nite to ('nlist your ac­
ti ve ~YlllpRt1 ~ ' and co-operation in the tflsk thflt li es before the men 

,-and \yon'\"ll of Akim Abu akml \\'11 0 arc rJla rgecl or have C' Jl arg('cl thern­
fJe h-es (and ",ha,t true son of Abll alilYalancl is not fiO C'hHrged ?) with 
t be c1 uty of seeing that then' SllOU Id be progress nnd prosperi tv and en-
1lghten rnent for our great State , 

I feel tLat in \\Titing to YO ll in the form of a lette r and in pl a in 
In.ng-Itag'c as I S customa ry iJetw(:'en flcq uaintances, my appeal \\-ill bear. 
i rmtfn l result : f.or I desire to give each and every onr of yon nn Oppor­
iumty for s tudymg a few of our problems at his O\·'.-n leisure and to re­

--(?onl b lS suggestions in his Own ,yay and at hi s liberty , 



National Ideals. 

nne ,-p,',cial reason for writing to you is because of my conviction 
t Int no r,l1 LlCm can vvell succeed in the active exercise of its energy 
unless tl:c r cople of that country be fired with an ideal goal or object 
-" l hich ,-consciously or unconsciously-every man, woman or child ac­
c;;pk ;;LS the moving power behind the central plane of his or her life. 
l\ uL,,- rly CE1n ""uell s Llcceed in life who has not a definite ideal, an ambi­
t .JO l1, OJ' goa L towards 'which he aims, and the higher the ambition or 
idu tl tLe greater the r esulting success or achievement. 

Y\\: ;n Akim Abuakwa have an ideal. I believe that ideal to be 
t i l ," t ill <,0 br as in om pO'wer lies the Ak im Abuak"a State shouLl 
l'i se f "um a consciousness of its low-er condition to a realisation of an 
id eal of l;ue highcst modern culture. '.Ve in Abuakwaland are pre­
}Jitl'ed to il.ccept the eOllditioTI!:; of advance imposed upon us by enlight­
e ned CII};Cll'C , but we <He not prepared for a wbol8sale sacrifice or dis­
regan] of tLe basie l)l' inc: iplcs of our traditional fOLill S of rule and gov­
('I'IHTl Pn t. Our aiD! is to ri se in harmony ,,,ith the foremost and p1'O­
gressive States in the Colony , By thi R I clo liot mean 
that we should ,exccl in what ma,y be call ed aclnnced poli tical 
leadf'] :, hip in the Gol c] Coast. Nor do I mean that Akim Abuakwa 
shonld have ns ma.ny lawyers or doctors, or surveyors as can be founel 
in A.ec l il. or Cape CO fl~ t, L awyers have their useR not only as legal 
pI i) ,ct i tion rrf~ hnt also aR Dlen who a,re well eqnipped to Sllf'I]l('" the ('on­
st itdtic,lln l pol ity of am' }-;tate . But th r YOP: [1(" of t he lnwyer iI,S law­
yer , 01 of tllc clortor or ::-:11n'eyor as snch, sholll,l not be allowed to over­
Hli.lllo.\V the lSRue before li S . Th ese are not the ideals for the Akim 
Al' na.kw[I State. At least, not i ts lllnill ideal", '.Ve \VH nt something 
big-acr lhan the ~lIC r (' SR of tIl e individual, we want someth ing tha,t 
m ean" t ile success of all. 

I l,we Akim Abu<1kwa. There arc many States in the Gold Coast 
wbicl! I love, but I love Akim Abnak\\'a best. But I do Dot lov(' Akim 
}\lmali ""a simply because it is the land which gave me birth, rl'hat is 
the Wf'y of tl lR blind pfltriot, the man of sentimelltal loyR lty and fan atic 
('.mot1<'JH,hspl. It is not the way of one who believes thflt emotioll 
should he te1nper('d by jup,ticr, Rym pathy by truth. lVIy love for Akim 
:Almakwa is jw;tified by the blet t hat its idea.ls appeal to my patriotic 
fervo ur. Ahm Ahnakwa seems to me to ha.ve a point of view which 
i s t.he hest point of view to ,,'hich any Sta.te in the Gold Coast can as­
pire. 1 believe thiR ideal to actuate yon all and I therefore appeaJ to 
~you to m:tintain unimpaired, the J esirc to rise from progress to p1'o-
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gr(' ;::~, and to Heck means for bringing about those cOl~ditions of .lifc 
whic h, without lending us to sltcl'ifice our national prIde and umty, 
wilt 0 11 the otbel ha.nrl. lead us to embrace the higher cu~ture. In all j 
thi ' th"re is llothing that necessarily compels us to perml~ the shackles / 
of :m o'ltn-Ol''l civi lisation to prevent! us from seeing the hght aheac;l of 
11S. 

Belief in the Suman-Sebe. 

'The 11, st ('i the matters to 'Thich I desire to call your attention i!S 
tIle e"ce8siw belief by _all classes in the potency of the Suman-Sebe,. 
the be:;et in charms, t alismans, and amulets . It is my personal ex­
perience that this bclief is not only useless, blit it is wrong, pernicious 
and evil. 

I n ilut it to be clearly understood that I am not referring to th~ 
worshIp of Fetish 01' Obosom as national or family gods. So fall' as­
-you arlO conccrned I haye no fear in respect thereto. Every pel'son 
v\ho h'1Q been to school and has been instructed in the rudiments 'Of 
reliQioll readily belie\-es that the 'Nol'ship of God through the medium 
of a.ny >;(li t of idol made by hum an hands is not the best and highest 
101"11 ot religious e:\pt'cssion , for it is realised that it does not call into 
~wti()n l·hc Iiipllefit illcntn l fa,culticf> of man for religious devotion. The 
root of th e Fctisb or Obosom is in the enrth and is therefore earthly. 
It lias Jlot tllc sublimity of c1i"in e origin and lacks the elevating ele­
ments \',-ili<:h abould be present in every true religion to raise a roan's 
soul heavenward to a contemplation of hi gher things . 

Un th e other hand, I am not prepared at the present level of oui 
genernl educatioo to adv ise the radical or "root-and-branch " aboli- ,/ 
Lon or cle ~ truction of the national fetish. The Obosom bas its uses; I 
:ll~ l ea.~t , for. a great majority of the people . it provides a necessary OJ' 

Plvnt WI' rehglOus deyotlOn aod moral restramt of a kll1d. For that 
reason I sboulel be the last person to advocate the policy of forcibly 
un de rmining the people's belief in the various Abosom. \Ve shcyuld 
onl\' be creating the worst possible form s of moral standards for the· 
people ,,-ere ,yc to insist on the immediate abandonment of their Fe­
~,i ~hps without any prospect of substituting for them a better and morc­
mtense form of belief. In this connection I should mention that I 
jne/ude in the term Abosom any form of Fetish or religious (;ult, be it 
so rnorlr:'rll in origm, \lIhich has not been proved to be generally evil, 
b~1t whIch has a ~aI~ction of a more or less public and not of a private 
character. ChrIstian as I am, I am not ashamed to advocate the-
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above ~heory , well believing that until the minds of the people a~e well 
s 'lturatrd with what education can teach as regards the sanctIOns of 

.; true nli /{ion, it will be r ash and dangerous to deprive them of a strong 
3r.d ce!lt~al belief . The Christian religion, as you all know, is not, 

J ur has eeased to be, a merely passionate religion . Religious fana- ) 
ticic;m is unknown to-day in Christ endom, and with the disappear ance­
of that superabundance of emotional belief, the belief of the Christian 
.ill t he goodness of God and of m an has come to h ave its spring of 

. a cti on in imaginative intellectualism _ This is to say, sin·ce the· 
Christian religion is llOt to-day based on the Faith and Obedience of 
th e Ca1.[wlic persuasion, but rather on the hi gher ideas of Truth and 
Loye . it is not. easy for any people for whom the absolute values of life, 
T r'l lh. (;-00:!nr8s and Beauty, have not yet crystallised themselyes in 
t [·.eil' lJ1'1de of life and tlJOllglJt, to rise with the unity of one man in 
2t:ct'ptat i(111 of Ghrist ian ity as a national religion _ This consequence 
,yilll:ume; it is bound to come with tbe increase of education; but its 
fJ,cl"C'llt will be gradual, anrllll1til t llat t ime comes, some form of reli­
giull be it so tmd itiomdly lOll' in iclra l . must be presened among the 
peolJle in order to maintain and susta in tbeir moral life on an accept- ~ 
able .Lnd recnglllzab le standarcl of moral yalue_ 

The plain [act of the matter is that e\-ery form of fetishism ,,-hich 
Ins not a pllhl ic s8 nction, th8t is to S8.'-, the influence of which is not 
Le~d to ;; Ifed the wbole or a majority of toe members of a particular 
COllll!il l ll;~y, f to\nl. tribe, or nrrtioll, shollld not be regarded as a usc­
fn l f,· ti"lt. A fetish is llsef lll in proport ion to the number of persons 
in rpg,rd to \I hom it is heirl to r xel'cise dired influence in reo-arcl t() 
t l;(';r (',mInet. All p["lI'alc fdishes 8.re b8.r1 and e\' iL ---== : .. --.....;1 

\ 

"j\; •. )", 8.8 ~-OLl nrc ,,·ell aware, the Sumrrn-Sebe is the most exclusive 
d a ll id ,ishes ill that it COllcems only tlle individual or private person 
who in;; lJild it milde for h im _ Against a ll other persons in the wide 
'\\odd , it ii:>, 0 0.· is intended to exercise evi l influcnces_ You ,,-ill here 
pe rm it me GO clo a li ttle sermon izin g _ 

T he Surn8.n -Sebc to enable one to ga in favourable opinion with 
other person" if> edl llecHuse it iR intel1(lec1 to force' a lllll11 an being' 
nga;n!-t h is 'Iil l to t ake H person into his confidcnce ,,-]}o might not 
otbe],,,·jc;e be fit for such confidence_ The Sum an-Sebe to protect one 

. lro.:rl \" itchcrnft rr nc1 poisons and sucb like beliefs in low class super­
stitions are all el il because tIlc), foster the belief that witchcraft and 
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poisoning and sympathetic magic are all true and compatible with a. 
true belief in God, or are such as can be held to be part of an advanced 
or <m liQ:btencc1 culture. The Suman-Sebe to enable a man to succeed 
in hIS business or calling is equally evil, because by placing our reli­
ance on such powers of the lo\yer beings we alienate from ourselves -
the most divine, the most powerful vehicle of human activity which 
God 9-pYe to cach and everyone of us, namely:- the spontaneous de­
'E']op~1Jel1t and exercise of our own ,yill po\yer. Such belief has per-

,oJ coJat<:>d through eycn to young school boys and it is qlJite common to­
s('e nWlll here; of school football teams pfaci ng implici t reliance on the 
l3nman-t),:br ,,-hieh a "-orthlest; Mohammedan or pagan cllarlatan bad 
gi-,'en tnem. 

Will-Power v. Suman. 

1 \rant you to note tbis : The world is governed by will power. 
'I'ile worlel was created by a Divine ,;Y7ill POI.ver, that is to say, by a 
Cl'eatil-c \YiIJ, and mau can only be saved by a correct exercise of that 
will pO\T!'r II-hich the Creatil'e Intelligence so kindly gave to everyone 
of us ns pan;cipators 01 tLe original Creati'-e , Vill_ It is a disgrace­
ful and ungrateful abu~e of the gift of God to prostitute 01.H will 
pO\Yer :)Y milking it ~ubseryient to nil e,-il genius \\"hm::e chief cla im on 

"\ 

!he al: p,Q" wn('(- of human kind is its ,; nccC'ssful exploitation of our / 
19l1ora!]ce. 

l.\ot only that_ By relying on the Suman-Sebe a man autoillat-
ically 10~c8 his self-control, and witll the disappear ance of tha,t, alJ 
Bclf-c;O:l llclencc escapes from him. He begins to live in the belief that 
the Sl'man will do all he \\'ant~ for him. That is to say, 11 e prosti­
tutes his \yiil pO\\"er. There arc many successful men in our ,;vorlc1 , 
and S(,I11e of these successful men on tJle Cold Coast proba bJ\' believe 
tbd t,J>\' became successful through tllC potency of some quite com­
mOll- p 1 ace vefSCS of the Koran or some ca balistic "Titings which were 
copie:l for Illm in an unknown language tieel up and wrapped in cotton 
tllr"ad. nncl \\"hich he either kept uncler hi s pi]]O\y or \yore lUlderneatll 
l:is clu'lles next to h is heart_ But was it really this talisman that 
brought success to this man? ,Vas it not rather' hi s O\\"ll ,,-ill power, 
h:.8 01\"11 determin ation to succced that carried him throuo]) and nga 1J1 8t 
the ob.~tRcle~ of life despite the undecipberabJe writingsO on the parch­
n:cnt or goat skm? (Our own Bible contains as many or more pre­
CIOUS passages than can be found in the Koran; if you want a tftlisman 
<:°ry ::l~ly good verse of the Psalms of David! I can assure you it 
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:will h:.LVt~ the sume effect or non-effect as the R-oranic venres in, 
AmblC, tJut first you must fast for seven days and indulge in holy; 
contemplation !) 

A man who believes that his success depends upon a certain amu-­
let or tati small given to him by an indigent beggar of a charlatan who 
.does pot himself know the meaning of life, such a man will utterly 
fail to make a mark in the ,,,orId, for, not believing that through self- · 
will r~]ol1e be could achieve whatever is humanly possible he gives­
bmself over to certain limitations set by the 8ulllan-Sebe, and there­
by bccnmes adicted to indolence, to uncreative activity; he lives perpe­
Lu11.lly in the belief that whatever happens, whether he exercises his 
WJll power or not, the Suman-Sebe will save him, will procure success 
for him-a quite erroneous and superstitious belief. 'rhe main 1'e­
~:llt is that the man is led naturally to take a defensive attitude to­
"',,,",ntis .life , hc does not see that th e successful man is he who success­
fllll~- aUacks life and conquers life's obstaclQs. He does Dot see that 
n dl'fe.J::;j\"e 8ttitude tmYflrCls life is the confession of failure, and that 
ti,e m'1l1 is most success ful who goes ont of th~ ordinary run of life to 
do thiLgs. to exerc ise his crcative power, to attempt such fresh lines of 
adi\'it,: ,\-bidl the Suman-Sebe if; neyer capable of doing for him_ The 
Srtmflll-Sebe ca nnot put tllc RpUrs of life into him. At best ,,-Lat the 
mrLker of th~ Suman-Selw te ll s him is this: "You fool, you think r 
am fl God to be able to refn shion yom' nature. I can't. But I can do 
tl!il'l. 'Cake this with YOll, go bome a.nd wear it and you shall have 
the pmrel' yon desirc." Bnt doC's tlJe Scbe gi\'e him power? No. It 1\) 
j::; rat/If?]' the act of giving, the 11.llto-suggesticm from the maker of the 
SUt1utll-Srhe that fills the ma.rI sham of confidence with the spark for I 

a renewed confidence. As a matter of fact he gets nothing perman-
ent f!W.l1 the anto-suggestioll. J.Jct him infringe a rule against itr'lf 
,'!D(1 he heg ins to fear the power iR gone. This briefly is the pS~'chol?-
p:y of the Sllman-Seb-e. Tt ('an ollly make the wearer hope that all WIll 

he well; he li \'E~s in hope, he' li res n life of resignation, not of achicve­
ment; a lifc or failure not of sncceSR . 

My deal' Ril', I \nmt yon tn let this bc known to your friend s .. vVe 
as 'I. nation nrr likel y to rcmaill hack\,a]'(1 in the rf1ce of progrcss If we 
;1,llo\Ved Ollr lllill(1s t'o be dominated lw the lill1itfbtions of the Sllman­
Sebe. In>;tea(l, we must put the cnol'mons resources of our will power ' 
l~lto action. I have Ii ved ill Emope for about six years, and although 
on£' hears evcn in Europe a rccrudescence of belief in witche.raft, .r 
n(~\er heard once that Mr. Bald,,,in ,yon his way to beCOBle PrIme 1\'1:1--
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nt,.,t,er of England th rough the use of the Suman- Sebc; I never heard 
, once tbat Lord Lcvcrttulme became a prince of British industry througll 

the use of the ~lI,na'1 -Sebe; I ncver heard Ollce that Mr. B ernard 
Slla\\" or .\lr. H, (3, 'Wells attained dist indilll1 n" J wri tcr th w ugll the 
magic influence uf " u e potent f'ulllan-!:)ebe acq uircd in carl y mlLn­
hood, IlOll sec, t1;('.-l' tllings bcroll1c so ncliculom; \\,1]('11 YO ll bring 
thC]:l in CC'1tact \\·ith the sl"rcl i1i~·ll\, of tl,l' (,I'li e aml ~ lIblilllc), 

]<:1 ('1'\ ,',Ie cf thc'"e Sll ·(;e~:"llll mell, YO ll ;;'· ill ll rlmit, hnR buome what he 
1" 1)/';' ""t' he 1l1Ougbl out tbiD ;'~'" l'c haw <111 i,:cal, and lHlI·ing fixed his 
Illind l' )011 all nmhitioll he Ret Li.-; ,\'ill PU\\l'l' to ,rork to rcalise tbat 
i,!ral. 1'l::1t ,n;'l and I and Olll' 11 'igLhnur and eH'I'Y lllall lD Abualnya­
l; ,ntl nn do (11(' Ra1ll2, can usc hi ,; will pOIl'('l' to flcc urc f\ lI ccess i n bi s 
i,I'11))('I' linC' of LJll,4inc;" and a l on :~' hi" i'1dil'i'.hal or natiH' tnlent, I have 
ll!,t ti ll' "ligh te,;t d011bt. 

l'i 'lalJ y . it i'lncccs:.,ary to "C(' tlial it may be bCC111SC \\e ar e known 
io bclicl·e in tlle power of the 81l111an-~ebe that am wh ite fri ends arc so 
flllSpll·ion,.; of us and contemptuous of our capacity; it may be because 
th e I' hi tcman thinb; ,,·c haye not gi ' en onfselve,.; trouble enough to de­
\'elop our ,,-ill ])o,,-er , but b a re i Il Rteacl been wasting our rcsources for 
making good in a c1O\Ynright beli ef in the despi cfLb le Suman-Sebe tbat 
he is so careless in tll e epithets he applies to am mental culture, And 
I suspect our brothers in Am eri ca haye been so succcssful mostly be-

"..c:l11 Se they are unfettcred ",itll the tramm els of the primiti ve culture 
~vhich, in common with them, ,,-e inherited from the agC' of long ago_ 

'\1' ell , if we want light let 11:; shut out, wipe out, the (lark corner s 
f rol1l O!Il' m ind ; if ,,·e \\ant cn li ghtellUl ent lct us lighten our burden as 
10 t1e lllysteryof mind; and if ,I·e " 'ant to develop ali I' ln ind, let us 
hee it from the external barri ers by ,Yhi ch we close up the avenues to 
its e:-.;.pansion . lOU CfLnnot clcyelop you r mind, you canllot increaRe 
'yon r lllClltftl capacity except from withi n. \\-e have got to give up this 
perniciouR belief; \iT 11a\'e got to make a cleiln sweep of thi s dirty claw 

,(II' the ,lark an d evil fo rc-cs of ignnra nc-e. If onr t alent bc one, or bvo, 
.o r thre l :, or four, 0)' fiyc, let us Iollo\y the parable of th e ).Taster, dig 
·Oli r ta1, 'nt up from ,dlere we ltaye bidd en it in earthl~' things, and 

,,~ I\,',-p.lop it along the line of natmal law, Self-cnlture. C['C'ative-will, 
vYi1] -Power-these are the roa(j,:; to success, They are the handmaids 

<_:o f civiJ: sation, 
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Trade Gin. 

As r egards Gin, I h ave met but very few educated sons of Abua­
lwaland who are so debased as to indulge in gin drinking, But a good 
D1any of our people know no better drink. They live in the trade, and 
what they know is t r ade g in, I suppose cllr unfort unate brothers drink 
r um aCid gin beca use of tIl e comp al'a tiyc cll eapness of gin~comparecr 
to othlr alcoholic liq Llors , 

) 

K GVi' I want you to t ell a ll y om fri ends and r ela tives that gin is not 
t he drm k fo r a gent lem an; I t I S n ot t ue cl nnk \ \ l11ch any p erson who 

, _bon.sts to belong co th e Akall l ace ::;lwuid il bsocia te w ith his name. 
As O].;}loil,mc ClDllcs E , AAwte lClila rkecl Yl l th gr eat hUll10ur a nd point 
Li lll' iii g il lS public l'Eport on ~ i1' UfOl'i At t a 's r etGl'n from Engla nd, 
t in was pl'OiJ"b!y ollgi nall,v Ll;,tri to [(1OL1",2 t il e 10lW1' san 1gc spirit of the 
war /Y' ~'8 , If th: :, i:; 'oCi, It Rlwu!d he di sg raceful for any t rue born 

• A kan nwn- il, I cry Pl'OlHl ntr'c- to ])lake it a ha bit of rlrinking from 
the S(1Lll C GU1) \\·itb tilo ,~a\· (:1.~"(~ in tljc \ \(1 [' LJU i' 8c..~ . I s l l Gd ld ad vise YOU to (H' L' ' , 

di seoumge a ll ~- m a ll of yo ,u ' acqu"iilLlil ce , eclu cf',tcc1 01' u neducated, 
ft'om (i. e h rrhi~ of ]'cga ;d jllg gill d;i llkillg as a TC 8pectable p"stime, 
So far as 'I kn Oll', i t is J12 ithc l r espcctrr])lc nor a pastime , I don't see 
til:: !. ('h'rc is any a!1J i1 ~t'men t il l gett ing g in -drunl;:, On t]Je contrary 
it takes a!l the farmel" s hard eal'ned income 8,way from him,. It saps 
hi s healtb, and ]' ("~(l('n', h im Ji)'c ilt81I y Hll (l 1 )!J)-~, j c ;1 11 :: ill capr,ble of 
nlt ,'J,lkJ i2 tu 11:" f F m. ('he r)'()0 (1 of [l is children , [[1,,1 :" " ,,-clfare of 
ILi " ( ,,) III,j ,f\', Jf YOU lenO I\ ()f ai l,' ((l w ~~ " ~ 1'~ a'l '\r,w r:nc8 not think 
it in fl' g ditni tat ecl1 to elr]nk g i'l, pl r'lsc "I,:: :., him, Y('Cl , do , 

C in is :t lrlC'i ft tl\ C L,de fo ), t " c Euro[)ca'1 t l'8,:1cr. He w ill not 
::.top importing it i!i tn tl lC Co lon:,' :c,o long rr s h e knmn; that there are 
peopic' 'c ;oi:,l, ,'j1U lI S<, ;,) s]1co l1d t ;lc ir 111011(')' Ull so perlli cion s a potable 
,, ~ tmde g:n , 1'11(' \ ( IO'l 't d i'ill!' I!in in En121al1d, Yrs, it is rare to 
tmd fm:'b()(ly gill-d run k in Rn121rrl1rl , (If ('emse , th ey (hink gin and 

' b ittrrs, hil t how diffrl'cnt ill ql1 ,li;ty find 11'1(lcr '\'.'hat different conc1i­
t iOD "! rt is il'1W tl,('\, drillk 1'0"1', hut then beer is cheap and it is n ot 
so c1evdi-jl! in its dfcet on llcalth and ment:'tl hahncc. 

You " I! have he ,Hrl of tile Oillanhene ' s exempla ry ad when last 
he; ,\vas ,Qivill g t he officia.l report of his y isi t to EnEllallc1. H e ha,d a 
C :I O(' of t l' rrrle g in presented to li im in Enghnd, He accepted the pre­
S'''1 t nr rl brcillght the crrse of g ill to Akim Ahn akl"" You know th e 
Owanll ene sp r~nrl s a lot of money in buving- drinks fur hi s people, and 

"you know t h at in a n ns"ell1bly of hi s Chiefs it used to be thought a 
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gr~leiol.1s act for the Omnnhenc to p]'el-lent (,lie a.ssembJy. wich a case 
or two of gin 01' l'l1m. B\lt on tillS Ol'Cn::<lOll, Il1stend oj gr\,111g the 
twehe bottles of gin to his assembled Chiefs, the OmHllhl'l1(' 0I(\(,I('( l 
that th total contents of the 12 gin bottles should be poureci out into 
the ground as an example t.o his people tllflt Lb e Stotl' of j\killl Ahll;).­
k,,:ll. \\"as frotu that date clctrl'll1111ed to seL itself again s t the drin .king • 
of ~·in. :Nana 8ir Ofori Atta dicll10t get his State COllllcil to pa:-;::;" 
la\~' prohibihng thr people from g in cll'illbng. He made n noble 
g'esture instead. He called upon the people to exercise tlieir frecdom 
Rnd bring their \yiH pO\\'Cl' into i1,etion \o\\'ing that front that (Ln' Jor 
any man in Abnak\\'alnnd to chink gin \\'ns to do n di~re)llllabll' thing, 
'Il'e cffect might not be immediate, but tile act f;lw ll beal' fruit. 
Eari""la I\. 'Iadjo Appeanyo \\ho performecl the cercmony of tli is 1111-

usual gi!.l libation i8, as you know, Chief Keeper of the Ak Ul1 
Abuak,,'a Stool House, and I wish to remind you that be called our' 
great departed ancestors to ,,'itnesf; the solemn obligation uncleI' wh ich 
his 'fl.ct placed C\'E'r~' Akim Abuak\1<1-ma n. 

Lest ,ye forget, al,,'ays remembcr tbat the dfLtr ,\'a8 th e -!th of 
j'Llgnsr" place, Goycrnment School playing ground, Kibbi , ancl the 
lwur ,,'as ± o'clock p .m . ",.~ "''''~11.,\ I', • 

Town and Village Councils. 

T he most important problem to 'w1Jich I should like you to give 
a serioll s considerntion is the m"tter oj town and yilla,ge planning, 
to\\'n ~anitatio],f , and the health and '\\'cll bcing of the inhabitants of 
every to\\'ll or \'iI1nge in Abna"kwalancl . I consider thi s subject RO im­
l'0rt<tnt that I han: no hesitation in placing it with Education as the 
two most pressing problemR wh ich require the collectiye effort and co­
operation of e\'er.,' indiyidual person-educated 01' un educated-in 
the State . 

I f;hfLll put the pos ition in as 1 1ain a IfLnguage as possible, stating 
tl:0 essentialR of the need as briefl" as one can be brief in won1s. 
Comparisons are sa id to be odious, 'but they are onlv so wben the mind 
that compares lacks an app rec iation of the common sen se in logic. I 
fjesire to present tbe condition of things in England to you . In 
En gland a,s in e\'cry civiliscd eoulltry:-

1. E ven' t(mn. bas a head calleel a JVJ ayor or J...Jol'cl }\If 11\'01' who · 
<t "i is cha.rged "ith the municipal goYel'l1ment of th e town. 

2. \ iVa tcr supply is in the bands of this Ma.yor and hi s CounciL 

• 
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So is the supply of light by electric or gas power. 
3. Draina,ge is in the hands of this authority. 
4. Street cleaning and street lighting is in his hands. 
5. Roads to and from the town are generally under his chal'ge_ 

Houses are generally built by and sold or rented to the towns- ­
men at moderate rates. 

6. Transport facilities for the usc of the people in the town 
are provided by the same authority. 

7. rrhe care of the health of townspeople is his particular con­
cern and the hospitals in the to'wn-which are all free, are 
under his authority. 

8 , Education of the young is under his authority. 
9. In short , everything that tends to the good health and mate­

rial \vell being of the people of a tmyn is in the h ands of the 
Mayor and his Council. 

How docs the mayor get Dlouey to do all these things: to provide 
.tY!ltel; for every house; to pro\'ide light for every street and every home; 
to educate all the yo ung children in the tOli n-free of charge; how 
t1l es he get mouey to build hosp itals, and roads, and town halls, and 
('one-ert hall s, and such splenclid houses for the townspeople? 

vVell, these are question s you may \\"ell ask . But is not the 
21}'>'I'e1' 01wio1l8? \\'hell the M:wol' and his Council see that thee 
cyistence or anything 01 general utiiity could be improyed or rendered 
of greater serv ice to the tOll'llsl'lCople, they meet and discuss the mat­
ter, anc] len- a cerb in rate or ta:\ on every adult member of the town. 
'1'1110' mOlle\' tlnl8 collcckc1 is used directly in tbe benefit of the whole 
f,poplc . 'If it ifi 8 road that wants to be done the Mayor gives the , 
work to efficient con tractors; the contractors do the work; they 
do it weli, a nd th e t~wnsm en who have paid for it go abr ut their 
ordinary labours whilst the contractors do their hire. If it is 
drainag-e t hey want, they pay contractors to do it. If they want 
houses, they raise a loan, build the houses with the money; and rent 
them at very moderatt" rate-s to the townspeople, and the loan is 
pa id off gradually. Nobody loses much, and nobody gains much •. 
Everybody is ~atisfied. They all live in good houses over there. 
Schools are maintai ned in much the sa.me way. All the inhabitant s-. 
pay for the school buildin/ls and the school teachers ancr 
the school materi?ls. all or almost all, out of the 
taxes or rates which the townsmen pay to their OWlli 
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L ord :JLwor or Mayor. They ure all qllite ,,'iHing to pay the taxcs. 
ilnd whe~l the scllools arc built and maintained by (bem, ' all tllerr' 
d.ildren go to tile schools free of charge to tbe individual parent. 

,(;.l ildren arc educated free to the age of 14 ill c\'ery tom l or borongh 
, 1ll Ellgland. 

Now, mind YOll, the sy::;tcm of municipal or tOYI'n goycrnment is 
. quite dltlercnt and di stinct from tile pol itlcul go\'crDmcm 01 ~ngland" 

., Ull lllay have hea rd of a man cn,Heel the l'ume ~V1iniste r of England 
who is tlle premier or first millis~er of His Majcsty the King, 'Well, 
you \yould think th at all Lord Mayors and Mayors wcre someho'w 01" 

\)~Jler subject to his rule and authority, 1\ bt a bit, 'l'11c national 
go\'ernment on ly looks after the tr ade and industries and other things 
that a re likely to bring one lllan from one town into sOllJ e definite po li­
lica l relationship \yith some otller man from anothcr to\\I1, or it lllay 
be from the same town, The national go\'ernmcnt mostly concerns 

j tEclf \\'i tll s nch big undertak ings upon \\'hich t h e \\'hole material life 
of t he country is dependent, snch things lor instance that m ight bring 
the English man in contact ,vith foreign peoples or people not inhabit­
lng England . A ll other affairs concerning a citizcn of a to\\'ll in 
Brita in is in the h ands of the Lord ~fayor or Mayor under a system 

, ca lled "local gOTernment ," Thc loca l gove mmenif\ a nd the ll<1t ioll-
'I I governments have Dot much in common, T h e main point at IYhich 
they meet is ,,'hen the Kational JJcgisln.tmc (Parliament ) haR to 
1,~ jve general authority to local goyernmcnts to procced in ccrta in ge­
l (: r al ways so a~ to prevent the rights of indi vid wtl s bc in g infringed. 
Rut th e plan for town improvement is not d ra,\T Jl up by the Parlia­
ment for each and cwry town, Each to\Yl1 dra\rs its own p lan s and 
1~ l en submits t hem to P arli ament for t he n eCe!'lSalT legislative sanc­
i:on , Tbat is all. The rest is in the b and s of the Lord :!.\i[ayor and 
hIS Council. Thi s is how English to \Yl18 a re gQyc rn ed ilnc1 th ~t if'. 

''''' hy there arc so m any 1m-ely c itics and tOIVl1!'l an d y illageti in Britain, 
J,( ea URe every citizen in th e to\Yl1 is from a vcry ear ly age tra ined to 
takc intelligent in terest and pride of citi.zenship in hi s nat ive town , 
Of' Yill ag'e or borough, Each one of th em can say thi !'l is our town 
ha ll. It was huilt by us, ( I wonder if an y of you r fri end s can say: 
.... T'lli s is our Odikro's house. it I\'as built by us ," Things a rc a l ittle 

,d iffc rent oycr there, aren't they?) 

Now do not run away with any idea that the Lord Mayor or 
'Mayor is an autocratic or despoti<-. ruler who schemps !'cheme8 out 
--of his head and forces them upon the people in his town. The 

• 
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:Lord M ,})"or IS nothing of the sort, nor does he do anything of 
tha t son . 

The fact is, the Mayor or LOld M1.yor is not a ruler at all. 
H e is not a king-, not even a ~hief, he IS just an elder, an 

' ''Alderman,'' as he usually is, of the Council of his town. H~ is not 
a p rince of this Council, not a princeps principium, but <i sort of 
leading E 'der, a primus inter pares who is put ",t the head of the 

·Councillors in the tow n to give unity and indivldu~lity to the 
, aCliGn s of the Cou nel. That is all. A L,.,rj Mdy"r or Mayor holds 
hi s fJ '- s , for OJ;e yt'ar and no more than (ne ye3 r. Afte r his te rm of 
office, anoth ~ r p -rson, possib ly an elder or Aldermln (O ld English 
fo r elCerly-rr.ar) I ~ chus n by the Council to be their head. 

T he COL' l.c li i,; c ,mplJs ed of ALdermen and Co uncillors. Each 
Coun cillor 1; el CL d fu r do p ~ [(ud of one year by the several people 
in the town - th e l'eople ~ ho reside In tL e lown an d who own housts 
o r other va luablt' prop"rty, such dS I usin ( ss 1Jrem u.es &c. The Coun-. 
cillo rs in turn elen ~ume of the chas on m en to be their Elders or 
A ldermen. T htsc.: d c :cd persons cunsti tu te the Village Council, the 
t:Wll COUdUI ' , 'T ti1e ciry C"[I--'0[l UUn. They are elecced Counci:lors 
who appeal tl) the cunhdellce Of the peopl e as m en of their o wn 
Eelec t ion , C,1.)~en afcer the ir ow n heart. 

T hes p. men t;JX the people : th( y m ake them pay rates, house 
rates, ligh t and power rates, wa ter rates, poor r,lt ps .- and many 
o ther rates, The pevple ply the tax s will i n~: y bec~ u se they know 
th at th e monP Y wi ll be appli ed in the interests of the town, and 
because th ey know by expe ri ence tbat the money is alw;;,ys so 
applied not in the person'll aggra nd isemen t or ad0rnmen c of th e 
Coun cill ors and the Lord Mayor or May or but in t he physical and 
men tal we ll being- of the t own a nd its peo ple. Consequently they 
live ir. goo d towns a nd g l) od hous"s with good surround ings over 
the re in E nglan d , You m 3.Y have heard o f pbces ca ll"d slums or 
poor qu arte rs in cities Ii k" London, Most of th ps e quarters have 
become slums or p or di st ricts b f cau ~ e the inhabitan ts a re not rich 
e nough to pay high rates for the im Drovement of their su rroundings, 
Sometimes when matters grow ve'ry bad in such d ist ricts, the poor 
population become something like a charge 0'1 the central govern­
ment, and it som etim es happens that old and decrepit bllildings are 
-pull ed down, new ones ar~ bu ilt, stree ts widened, pa ',red, an d drained, 
.all at the cost of the government at modera te rates to the ptople 
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Now what possible lesson can we in Akim Abuakwa learn from 
·this experience of the way towns are managed a'1d ruled in England 
and othn European countries ? 

Let us take the biggest i ~em in the programme of a town or 
'municipal authority: the bui:ding and maintenance of houses. The 
{:ondition in Engla,1d is th a t people are not allowed to build any 
1inj of house they choose, or Jive in any house their idiosyncracies 
eithpr of puverly or of we3.1th might dictate to them. People have 
to Jiye in houses the type of which is appro Vf'd by the local autho­
rity: the house mcst be mUlically fit for human habitation; it 
must be one in harmony wi lh Ihe genoal aspect of the to~'n; i.e. 
its aEsthetic beauty must enhance the beauty and symmetry of 
the street in which It stands. I t ." ust o, oreov, r be one wh ich the 
bou se holder C3.n well keep in g( od h;;tb itable repair. In s hort it 
mus~ b e a h ealthy, sufficiently commodious, durabl e and beautiful 
hou~e . H ence the town o r v i llCl ~e 3ulb or't y tarle it u pon th emselves 
to build several Gf such hous! s (or tb r ir people: the p<t' opl e in turn 
buy the hou ses at moci (ra te ra tes o r tblY are rented at fairly cheap 
rates to tbem, and lverybody lilE s in h is house, - his castle, happy_ 

The question is, can tee do. s uch thi ngs in Aki m Abu ak wa ? 
1 am convinced we can, onl y on Ollr uwn sm all sCdle . \ \' e ca n build 
houses in our to wns by the co m munit y pl a n on the co-operative 
system. \ Ve can as k the G overnm en t to place its e:\.pe rt med ical , 
sanitary, and bllildi ng EXpEr ienc e a t cu r d i ~ pma l. T he Govern ment 
{;arl advise wha t t ype of :lO m e~ 3[(' bEs t s uited (( r a llHa l dis tr ict 
like Akim Abuak wa and at wha t mini m llm cost. 'vVe ca n formulate 
plans ourselves as to how to ge t the mOll ey for building the hou ses. 
Bu t how to do these things In detail are matters for LIS tu di scuss 

.amo[)g ourselves. 

So it is with our roads and the SHeEts in our towns and 
vill ag es. 1 he Government is tvcr ready, I SUSP(ct, to help in making 
motorable roads, tut the Govc'rnmenl is not over-anxious to build 

-the streets in our t owns for us. Un h 5S t he Government sa w that the 
town"people wele desirous of such things as good streets, the 
'Govrrnment would not spend !=ublic money on a:1Y such towr. If 
the townsmen are tolerant E !lough to let weeds grow in their own 
compound:;;, at the back of ~heir hOllses, and in th ei r own streets 
and squares, you must be sure the Government will not maKe COI1-
·crete drains for them. They will not tarmet the '>treets of that to wn, 

• 
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EavIng come to the conclusion th'l.t the people of that town 
:are not ripe for the good things which a healthy township should 
have. ' The '·.Government pa!'se$ them bv: "A backward town" 
-says the !\~ical ' Officer4 and that may be the end of that town. 

Now we can prevent this. We c~'l prevent our towns being­
""snobbed" by the Medical Officer of Health if we make our own 
-tOW'1S fairly h'lbitable, and bare of wef'ds ;lnd overgrowth and dela­
pidclted houses, crook"d streets, blind alleys road less streets and 

-<lirly streets. fhe only way in which w' can no theoe things effec­
tiv. Iy is to stren~then the hands of the vin-;g~ or tOWTl authority in 

.a very ddinite manne~. \Ne alre'ldy have our "M'l't'or" in the Odikro. 
The Odikro in ev · ry essential respect answ!" rs to the position of an 
.English Mayor, S0 [ thlT'k does the Ohen p of a town or division . 
.Already we holY" our .illlyors and Lord Mayors. In the town or 

L 'village Council we have our Elders (\1 ier'men) and Councillors. 
These are the pe(lple who ought to charge th f' mselves or be charged 
'with the improvement of ou.r towns on modern lines. I doubt not 
they couli do it if th ~y but knt:w that it was necessary. Do our 
CouncillorE> appreciate the urg-~ncy of the matter of town sanitation; 

·.do they realiz~ thelt the ancient founderl' of the Akim Abuakwa 
.State system put them there as Councillors and Aldermen to see to 

/ ,the improvement and well being not only of tbe litigious relations of 
-the townsmfn but of their environmental conditions as well, sani­

·,tary and medical ? 

My dear countryman, the duty devolves upon you as an Fducat­
,ed man to get your Eldermen and Councillors and "Mayor" 
jnterested in the matter of the health and sanitary conditions of 
the town. It is for you to let every C')uncillor or Elder know that it 

'is his duty. Do not be rebuffed. Tell him in a nice way th:lt you 
.are ready to help him if he is ready to support you with his·author~ty. 

By yourself, you can do nothing directly bec::lUse you are not 
.an Elder or a Councillor, but you are a townsman, a property holder 
perhaps, and by reason of your enlightened ~ntelligence you are in 
the peculiar posirion of responsibility, becau<;e you know the hig-her 

'values in life, your sense of value belongs to a different order from 
that of a good many of the townspeople, and therefore your share of 

'blame for the insanitary G0ndition of your t,own is higher and greater 
·than that of any other p'!r.>on. Hence I say it is your duty to interest 
yourself in the welfare of your town. Get your neighbours to 'tppre-
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ciate and understand the necessity of having a good sanitary and 
healthy town. 

suggestions for Town Ccuncils. 

I propose soon to lay certaIn 5uggestions before Nana Sir Orad / 
Atta whereby a concerted national scheme of town sanitation and· ~ 
town planning will be inaugurated in th e State of Akim Abuakwa. 
Until that scheme or any good scheme is set in motion 1 am not in-
a position to give much useful detail as to how every individual 
dweller or citizen or townsman can be made to take an active share 
and intelligent interest in the impro\'tmcnt of his town . Meanwhile 
I can suggest that any plan for town improvement in the future 
must embrace : -

(1) Some form of contribution towards the cost from every indi­
vidual inhabitant or house-owner in the town. The payment to th e­
Odikro of market dues is not enough s0urce of income for such a. 
purpose. Market dues should be reserved for market improvement .. 

(2) This wou~d necessItate the re-establishment or restrengthen­
ing of the town or village Council in such a manner as to enable you. 
or some of the educated metl in your town to have an active oppor-· 
tunity of placing the ideas of sanitation and health which you learnt 
in the Boarding School, the Senior School, or in the Seminary, at 
the disposal of your town. These useful ideas were not taught us 
for nothing in the Schools. They " 'ere taught us in the hope that we­
might use them to the benefit of our towns and smroundings. As 
an educated man you are an asset, a man of distinctive value to 
your town and country, and you ought to make your value a profi­
table one to your own town. Cultivate pride in your town and . 
co.untry. 

(3) Next, be~ides the town or village council there must be 
a nan or body of men, fairly well educated and intelligent, . 
charged directly with full responsibility for the constant and 
perpetual care of the town. The man thus appointed is the man . 
who will see that the orders of the town or village council are ' 
carried Jut to the letter and not balf-heartedly in a clannish or 
sloppy manner. In England, besides the Lord Mayor or Mayor 
they have a man called the Town Clerk who st;!.ys at the Town . 
Office permanently, and sees that there is some form of conti- · 
nuity and constant and correct regard for the ordl'rs and decrees-. 
of the town or village authority. You may have to be charged.. 

• 
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with that duty in your town or village so be prepared for it. Get 
busy and begin to think for your town. (Please note th at the 
term Town Clerk is nothing like what we call a "Clerk" (Krakyeni) 
-in this country. "Clerk" over there is not a derogatory term as 
is the hab it over h ere. They in England respect their educated 
people. The Town Clerk in many to wns in England is often a 
qualified Barrister or Solicitor. You see, the job is not an easy one. 

(4) You will see at once th a t for the town or village council 
effecti\'ely to en force the sanitary order of its town or village, it will 
requIre to have authori ty under the Native Admin istration Ordi­
nance to do so. The Odikro and his Council must oe given author-if) 
to hear and determine a ll cases (sanita ry offen ces) which arise as a 
consequence of the orders and decrees given by the Council. They 
must have some form of crim inal jurisdiction, be it ever so small in 
-extent. At present the Native Admininration Ordinance deprives 
them of such au thor ity; we must clemand it for them, otherwise 
all yo ur labours for the improvement of your town will be in vain .. 
In England every Mayor or Lord l\1ayor is the first ma gistrate i.e. 
the first "Chief Justice" wi th in the limits of his OWIl to'N,D. They do 
t hese d ' ings be tter in England, but we can do them much better 
here because we have got a clean sla te to s tart on. The English 
system somehow or other grew. Vve have got t heir experience to 
bui ld upon. In that we stand at a better advan tage. Ours must not 
only grow; it must be built cClnsciously ;;lnd c0Dscientiomly. 

(5) If the burderl of town planning and <::anitation grows 
beyond the capacity of the town or village the Central Govern­
ment may have to be called in to give some help in money by 
way of subsidy. They do it in every civilised cou ntry. The Gov­
ernmen t is d oin g it for Accra, Cape Coas t and Sekond i. I am 
s ure besides th e Governm ent, our Omanhene will also give some 
lorm of substantial sup por t in propor tIOn as a town improves it s 
environmental condition s of life. 

r have sa id enough on this topi c and I want you to read it_ 
over again before you proceed to the next topic. 

Native Administration Ordinance. 

Now t'J a subject that seems to have rightly engaged the 
.2.tten tion of the country during the last few years , I refer to 
the Native Administration Ordinance, with [he drafting and.J 
enac ting of which our Omanher;e hac! a good deal to do. 
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Without \\'a s tin a words I must say at once that 1 ~m wholly l 
-in .~e_;rincipl e Or~s una erryln g th e N ative 
}\.dministratiOn Ordinance. The prea mble of tha t O rdin a nce 
speaks of it as intend ed to regulate the exe rci se of cert a in pOlyers 
and jurisdiction s by Na tive Au thoriti es . Some of the chi ef obj ec­
tions to the O rd in a nc E' whi ch some o f my f rit nds in the Coast 
t owns haye made are (1) that it g ives too m uch powe r to the 
Chie fs; (2) th ;), t the Chiefs ough t not to h ave been charged with 
drafti ng t he Ord ilnnce j and (3) tha t the in stit ut ion of Prov incia l 
Coun cils to su pport a nd ampli fy the wo rk of Nat ive Auth orities 
in connection \yith the Adn'inislra lion Ordinance is an unconsti-

. tl1tional act on the part of the Governme nt . All these objections 
, a re w!G.e of the mark, ignorant, and for t he most pa rt indicative 

o f a pr imitive mental ity still lurking behind the minds of some 
of c ur soi .. disa n t leaders in the Colony . 

(1) =~o Ordinance by the British Go\'ercmcnt can ever g ive 
too m1lch po\\'er to our Chiefs, if by power is meant the r igh t 
of a Chief to expec t the performance of certain du ties by the 
~ubj ects of his town o r State withi n the lim its of the princip les of 
English cons titutional and Common laws welded and tnnsfused wit h 
t he customary bws and institutioas cf our own count ry. And aga in 
n o Ordinance of the British Government can ever give too wuch 
power to our Chiefs, if by the term "Chief" is meant a {nl er in Aka n 
and (or Ga- Adang-me land) who was elected to the rosition he 

.occup ies by the people over whom he rules, an d who can b e deposed 
by the peopl e wh o el ected him should he choose to a buse hi s powe r , 
in d isregard of t he trib.? l a;ld individu 'l.l r ights of h is people. T he J ­
Government has not by t his Ordi na nce give n ou r Chids an y more 

I power than they were enti tl~ r! to before t he advent of the British or · 
~ .any o ther European g-overn m en '. . 

I can assure you th a t the rrem bers c.f the Br itish governmer. t at 
the S ecretariat, Victoriaborg , ~ re not a p ack of foo ls . They a re of.: 
course men', a pack of men, if you like, and th erefo re liable to err. 
But they are not such fools as to pass an y Bill int o Jaw which does 
notfit in into the four corn ers of English jurisprudence or is incom­
patlbJe with the principles of natural justice, equity , a nd ,;ood con­
science. They may err; bey err too often; but they will not do so 
~with an enlightened awareness that a particular po wer or authority 
inten d ed to be "regulated" for the native authority was not in con­
,sonance with the principles which ensure to allY member -of the . 
Em pire his right to personal freedol1}, his right to frCl'dom of discus-

• 
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!Sion, his right to attend a public meeting, his right to self.defence. or 
-his right or expectation that "justice shall not be sold to him." 
These are some of the fundamental rights of every British s~:bject, 
and the Ordinance does l'lot make the sli~htest pretence to take 
these away. I t would not be to the interests of the British Govern­
ment to do so because, if they did, they might have to pack away to 
England, having by their own act made it unprofitable and useless 
for them to remain here as a Bt-ifish Government protecting the 
interests of British traders, British capital, and British policy of 
Empire-wide control. 

r 
You may not see the exact point I am urging here, but some day 

you will see what every politician knows: that the more of personal 
liberty, intel'ligent culture and laissez faire you allow to a people, the 
more they become amenable to orderly government, capable of pro-

L 
ductive ability, and an increasing aesire t0 share in and become 
members of a wide and far flung organisation as rich and varied in 
its cultural attainments as is the British Empire. You have a good 
example of where personal freedom lead5 to orderly /and stable gov­
ernment :n the condition of life iil Engiand. You heard Nana Sir 

r 

Ofori Atta tell you in his report how a great majority of the people 
in England are law abiding, and yet how the external authority 'of 
the law seems to be so devoid of any superficial exercise of force. 
The most typical illustration is the L')ndon Policeman. The London 
Policeman is the most docile and affable person in all England, and 
yet his share in persoO'd executive power is so enormous that a list 
of it might make the Prime JVlinister blush for his comparative impo­
tence. In England because personal liberty and the law are inter­
changeable terms, things are a little different, arid the rulers and 
law-makers of England always take particular care that the authority 
of the law shuuld not clash with the sanctions of freedom and 
personal liberty of the subject. The result is as Nana Sir Ofori Atta 
told you in his report. There is an appearance of orderly and stable 
government in the British Isles. 

But if you take a contmry case of a place like Russia, you will 
find that if a Government like the Tsarist regime or the Bolshevist 
Soviet government in that ill-fated country deprived its subjects of 
all semblance of personal freedom and liberty, nothing but disrespect 
~'ol' tlJe law ending in bloodshed and revolutionary up-bea,yals are the 
llflturul and inevitable results. These conditions and premises of 
gJ'lvernment are becoming quite well known to all forms of civil govem­
.ment, and I can assure you tlHtt the Government a,t the SecretarlR£ 
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arc not una,,'a;:e of the experience of the older governments it) 
rope. 

EU-J 
It would be rash therefore for any British GO" crnmont to think of 

putting a premium on t 1e personal libe'rty of British subjec ts in the 
Gold Coast. The N atiye Administration Ordinance wa.s not intended 
to do ~o; if in cert8 in sect ions of t1lC Or(1ina nee there is suggest ion of 
such limitation on personal liberty, one may fairl y \1 0 11 say the 1aw­
makers of the country did so un intent ionally. 

,Vbat I think the Ordinance has done is to regulate certa,in of thel 
I jmisdictions and pO\\'ersalready inh ere nt in om Chiefs.. The Ordi-: 
r nance \,oltld halO erred If It had gl\'en authOrIty to ChIefs as such 

without taking cognisance of their Councils or Councillors . l<'ortu­
nately, under the provisions of the Ordinance a Chief's Council is giv­
en as much authority as the CLief bim Relf and under eertain eircum­
stance", tbe Cou neil'lors can sit a nr1 rl eterm ine many ma tters in the· 
personal ab"encc of the ir Chief. Su ch powers that the Ordinance 
gives arc giwll to our own Chids and represe ntat ive Counci llors, itnd" 
il thc~c CO\ln('illors~onr O\\'n uncles and fathers~ \,-110 are a.ct ing as· 
E lders and Councillor" refu se or fui l to use their power in the intercst (';. 
of their 0\111 people--their o\\"n children, nephews and ni eccs,~th en 
-(\'e should hare Ollrsehes to bl ame and no one cIsf'. , liFe han' llcre 

N.\~ A form or respon sible govenment literally thrust upon \l ~. It is for llS 

to seize it anCh ll:1ke it a poli shed a,nd refin ed form of gOl"emment. 

It "-oldd be \\'ell to note also that far from the Ordinance giving 
io-o much pO"'er to our Chiefs, what it does on. the contrary is to take 

• !'ome of their major and capital powers away. rrhe Chi.efs have not 
now the power of life and death. Any of your ascendant relations 
over 50 years of age can tell you that a few decades ago our Cbiefs had 
this pO\\"cr of life and death O\'er any person in their respective t erri­
tories . Our Chiefs cannot now l1Jake \\"ar when a neighbouring 
State or a recalcitrant sub-State attempts to trample upon their na­
tional honour. History ,,-ill tell you that our Chiefs had power to .do 
i,hat fifty years ago. Our Chiefs can now only fine a criminal about 
£10 or so; you knO\v yourself th at not quitc long ago a Chief could 
:fine as much as "Predwan <lu " (roughl y £8 x 10) for a violation of 
the Oath. Any aged man can tell you that formerl y if a delin­
q_uent ran a\yay he could be arrestec1 anyvvhere and brought back to 
tn0 ChIef, IllS hand well secmed to a' Jog with a piece of hookcd iron. 
To-day our Chicfs ha,e no pO"'cr to do any such thing. (Nobody 

• 
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wants them to ha\'~ any such power. I don ' t.) They have not even 
power to arrest pcrsons, criminals, wherevcr and whenever they like; 
they must do so in a civil and civiliseu manner, by warrant, and most­
ly under the countersignature of a Government olficial or other person 
1:-! authority. 

It is trlle that as practice and e-'>:perience w ith the Ordinance 
.£oes on nnoma lies are likel y to bc fOllDfl , for as I said, nothing hl\man 
i~ perfect, all o£ ns are likely to en, not excepting a Gold Coast L e­
gisJati\'c Council. But such parts of the Ordinance which require 
2 ln enclment do not rcally justify tIle s,Yeeping assertion that· "the­
Ordillnl1 ce g ives too much ])O\\'cr to thc Chie£s ." 

The Position of a Councillor. 
The second objection is that thc Chiefs oll ght not to hayc been 

c1wrged with draftillg the K ative Administration Ordinance . 'l'he 
l'round for this objection seems to be that Chief>:, 01' Paramount 
Chiefs in this case, are not the law-making authorities in an Akan 
~)tate. The argument is that when a State Council is in session, the 

I !F:..ai'amount Chief only presidcs oycr the Council, and their Councillors 
make the la\\, fo)' the l';ll'amount Ch ief. 

True, too truc, but see this. As a son of Almakwalanct you pro-
halJ!Y belollg to an Abusuapon (great Jamily) \\'11ic11 bas a head owning 
a 01()(!1, the family Stool, and \\'110 is styled a Captain-on-Stool. 
]\:()'" ~'()U know that in youI' Abnsuapon there al'e some elders, some 
eld erly mell, wbo lI snally lueet with tbe head of your family, your 
C,ljJiain -on-Stoo l, to acljilsi certain . l'Rlllil y matters. \Y11en thesc 
cl<l cH; al lel theil' Henc1 nlcct, you adw it tlwt the H earl or Captain-on­
Niool has ' no autllOri ty as ;; l1cb to make despotic bin:; for the mem­
bers or the Jamily. All th e members of yOUl' famil~' reti re into com­

lI li ttee in a body and decide upon f:Ol11e matter nnn,nimously. ,Yhat 
tl!('y dec ide tbe Leael of you I' famil,", the Cn,pta in , ha s got to take as 
1,IlC unanimou s ,"oice of lli s family . He accepts the position, i. e .. 
]10 approves of 01 (' ciccision of the Elelers of the family, find that mat­
ter ilel1ceforth becollles il rule or lfl\\, (enhyehyee) for t11e members of 
)'0111' family, 1." ou sec tbe logical CO)1catena tion ~ 

Tile Captain-on-Stoo1, sitting as the snpl'eme head or 
Chief of his family, ca ll1l ot make a law for his fftmil J', but 
with bim Sf> head thcElclers of the famil y can make a law 
which binels Dot only th e Elelers , llll t every indiviclu al mem­
ber of th c familY. 

This is a ,yell kllOW1~ principle in t hc Akan State system, and' 
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' au "'ill l'cca 11 tb,lt it runs through the \Ihole of our chieftaincy and 
: . council -of -del ers" system . 

::\"0\1' suppoHing the Captain-on-Stool goes to the Council of the 
Odikro or eh id or YOUl' to,'"n, \\bat is hi t; position in that Coun cil? 
You kno", the Oc1il:ro or Chief i~ head of thc Counci l. Your l1ca.(l-of­
iamih, tile Ulan \Iho in Ylm r ramil.l· iH supremc hea.cl bccome;; in an 
Oclikl:O'" COllllCil , llot <\' hend but H lllcrC mcmber , a l'epl'cscnta.tiYc of 
your 1illuih' ill lh e Ocl i k10' s ('ol lll eiJ. Here he is a Councillor. vVith 
his hl'Otlte{' Councillor,;, n 11 of them hend or tbeir respective families, 
the) 10nn "the Ocliho'" Counci!. " It is they ,l'llO rct irc in to 
comnittce alonc nnel \\' itllOut their Odikro-presic1enL ; they consult in 
{'OIUl litt ('e lIpdJ1 a 11\' proposal llcfo re th e Odikro's Council and return 
hJ the Odikro ;111(1 delil'('l' tb eir [i n(lin g . The Odiho h as got to take 
wh at the\' decide ne; the un animous \'oiee of hi ::; Counc il nnd there[ol'G 
of hi", t()\~' n. He neccpt<; the posit ion; i.e . he appwveR of 'th e dec ision 
of t::e El(lel'''; of th e COllllC il , and that lll atter henceforth becomes a 
,iaw OJ' (knee (AhYllde) fo], tIl(' melllhe rs of tl.J e Counci.l i. e. of Ll1 e town 
\\'hi e11 Hie)' rcpresent . 

'1'11c' Ocliho 01' Cllie[ sitt ing HH th e suprem e head Or pres i­
dcnt of lii" Cml1leiJ cannot l1I~ke n b,,' for hi s COLmcil, hllt 
\\,i'th him as he8d th e Elders or Cou ncillors of tbe to'",n en n 
make a law \\'l1i e11 11i11<1 s not 0 111,1' tIl e Elde]'s or CO llll ci ll ors, 
hllt eyery indi,' iduhl member of tlle to\ln . 

the town . . 
The illl])orinnt th in g to llote is th at the Captain-en-Stool of YO Ul' 

famil y ceaqcs to he rt !Jeael anel hecoDleR a member as Roon as he stepR 
~nto a Council ,,'hich has a. la.rger anthorit), than hi s own . He eCflReR 
to h(> n "Chief " to ex.ercise the author ity of a Cbief nn d hccomcs a. 
Councillor, an Elder. . 

Application Of The Principle. 
Ko'" YOU (,fill sec that the same prin cipl e is applica.ble to the Cm m­

eil of the 011ene or Ornknlli of tbe Diyi sion in the state . If yon belong 
10 the A<1onten or Bekum , or Nifa , .01' OSC8\\,110 or J ase Dil' iRion , yon 
inO\\1 thn t all the Achkrofo (Chiefs of towns) in th e DiYision as Roon fiR 
th ey ~et foot in the Ohene's CouDcil cenc;e to be heads or pres idents of 
Council s; they become Council1on; or memben; (mpaninfo) of tIle Ohe­
ne 's Coun cil. They make the JaIl'S which the 011ene has to a.ccept 
or a.ppl'ove as thc l111animons "oire of th e people in his Di"ision . 

Now don't you see that ill th e State Council the same principle 
oHains thronghout? The Omanhene if; undoubtedl y !J earl or presi-
dent of the C0I1 11C1 l. The Ohene of th e State COlllwi l Arlonten 
(Front) , the Ohene of the Nifa Right), the 0 11ene of the Benkrtl11 

• 
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:O.1e.ft) the Ohene of the Oseav,uo (Stool) ,the Ohene of the Jase (Body) ;; 
Idl these are more or less independent heads or presidents in and over 
their own Councils. But as soon as they set foot in the State Council, 
the Council of the of Akim Abuakwa, they cease to be presidents and 
'~ith the Omanhene at their head as sovereign president, they become 
members or Councillors 01' Elders of the State Council in just the same­
wa;):' a.", the E ld ers of your (Abusuapon) great family were just members 
~,f the Co nl1 ci I o\,er 1\' 11 icll the hcn,(l of your family the Captain-on­
Stool prcsided as head. lOU sec that the principle is as clear as tropi­
cal sunlight. These Ahenfo or Diyisi0J1 n,1 Chiefs together with the 
senior Chiefs of their respective Divisions are the people who retire 
in to committee npon any proposal or bill before the State Council and 
rrturn to the sOI'ereign-prcsident and deliver their finding. The 
sovereign-prefi icl ent IJ as got to take 'what they decide as the unanimous 
>'oice of the State Council and therefore of. his State, He accepts the 
position; tba.t is, he approves of the decision of the Elders or Council­
lors of the State Council n,nd that matter henceforth becomes a law or' 
Rtatute ('mra) for the members of the Strit.e, i.e. of the various Divi­
sion s, towns nn<'l people, 

The King's Sovereignty. 
'1'he logical sequencc is n,pparent, and I need Dot l'epea t the consti­

tlltional formula a third timc. Now before + carry you any farther 
I want you to admit a most unpal atable (?) position . The fact of the­
British peopl e being the supreme gOYernment in the country means 
that our PanLnlOllnt Chief, like c\-cr), other Paramount Chief in the 
country, is not the absolute sovereign of the Akim Abualnya State, nor 
is any Paramount Chief in the Colony the absolute sovereign of his 
State. 'I'll is is not to say our Paramount Chiefs 
are not sovereign Jl1 a \'ory full sense of the word. 
With the State Council c\'ery P n, r a 111 0 11 n t Chief' 
who truly rep refie nts the peopl c in his State can bc and is regarded as 
Lhe politica 1 so\'ereign in his State, relatively to the Gold Coast 
(British) GoYc l'lll1J ent ; but the full n,nd absolute sovereign of ft State 
in the Colony is tlJe Legislative Council which acts as the fUll ction of 
His Majesty King George V., who is the leg'al sovereign of the Colony. 
:Were it not that the Gold Cosat is a Crown Colony, the legal soYel'eign' 
cf the Colony would h ave been the King in Legislative Council. As 
it stands at present, the legal sovereign of the Colony is His Majesty 
I<ing George V" by His Minister or Secretary of State for the Colonies 
and personally reprcsented by the Legislature of which the Governor, 
the Colony's Administrator, is president. Thisseems a little compli--
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-J:ated but you need not ,,'orry no\v about it. 'l'he important point to 
J10te is that our Omanhene as ,Yell as everyone of us 1::i under the chree t 
and legal sovereignty of the King of England, while at the ~ame time 
every man, ,Yoman, or child is directly subject to the politICal sove­
reignty of our Omanhene, 

Need For Colonial Assembly. 
'VeIl , no"-, let us turn to the system of Co,mcils. You see that 

every Paramonnt Chief is an independent head of his ~:ltate Council in 
much the same ,,'ay as eyery Odikro or Ohene was found to be ~he head 
.of his COlmcil. Now suppose all the P aramount Chiefs of the commu­
nity to be assembled in Council with the representative of their sove­
reign King George V" pres iding over that Cotmcil. :\iVhat then is the 
position of these our Paramount Chiefs who arc sitting with the 
Eing 's representative in Council. Are we to regard 
uur P aramount Chief as still retaining his full 
sovereign-presidency of Counel in such a way as to 
~ntitlc him to preside over this Council the members of which are 
his cocrals in po'wer and dignity? Don't you see that it follows logi-

,.cally that just as the Ohene who is independent in his Division became 
a. mere member or Councillor in the Central State Council, so the 
Omanhene becomes a mere member, a Councillor in the Central L egis­
lati\'e or other assembly of the Sorereign to whom we are all subject . 
1£ you agree ""ith this conclusion then all other consequences follow . 

-Xhe Paramount Chiefs assembled in Council do not legislate for the 
<-Dountry as Paramount Chiefs but as Councillors of His Majesty the 
King who haye been deputed hy their different State Councils to repre­
f;ent the vie\\'s of their different States to His Majesty 's representative. 
I said before that a Paramount Chief is a political sovereign and not a 
'legal sOl'ereign. 'iVhat it means is that he is the representative of au 

l'1! -.electorate i.e: the reople of his State for VI~hom every law is eve?-tually 
I made. , It IS thelr YOlce that he YOlOeS 111 the Council. It IS theIr 

"polity" that he must propound in Council. As such political sove­
.reign therefore His Majesty as legal soyereign has to take the Oman­
'hene 's representations, and when duly weighed side by side with the 
Tepl'esentations of other political sovereigns in the Colony, if found 
that they are unanimous or generally agreed, Hs Majesty the King or 
tliE' Goyernor as the King' s representative, accepts or approves of that 

.-u,nall~mous finding a.s the law 'or ordinance of the Colony. The posi­
ilOn IS unaltered whether a Paramount Chief goes to the Legislative 
-cCotmcil (or the "Colonial" Assembly) himself or whether be sendi': 
Instead an ordinary member of his State to represent his 

weople in the Legislature or Colonial Assembly. 

• 



I 

24. 

As we go deeper into the system the thing becomes complicated 
<lJnt I gncss anyone who can put A & B toget~er and get a sum 
like AB or A-rB or (AB) 'would find t liat the system is methodical 
t hroughout. 

The Provincial Councils And After. 
U nfortunatcly as things stand at present there is not in the Colony 

nny one single united General Assembly or Council at "which all the 
ParamoLlnt Chiefs or their representatiycs can meet with the Governor 
,or oth er repn'sentatin) of His Majesty t he Eing as president . "What 

~ .we lIa I'e no,\' arc three separate and discrete Provincial ..councils re­
presenting the thrce PIOI'inces . It has no central board for all the 
Proyince.; in unit.y, hut you sce that the IJC',gislative Council of the 
ColoDY ill some WflY c;erl'('s as tbe assemhlv for the united vie\\"s of the 
three 'Prol'inces reiJl'e~cntillg the Pal'amo;mt Chiefs and the States in 
the three Prolin cl's . Prol'incial-Hlemhers 'rho arc Par8J1l0unt Chiefs 
arc appointed to thc Legislatiye Council. The proper thing "ould 
Li1Ye' been for th e (3o\'erDment to create for the Pnramount Chiefs and 
tLcir people in thc Colony an a,,~eml)ly of the type described ahoyc, a 
ColZ)1)ial L egislatil'e ARscmbly . This, thc~' haye not seen their "ay 
cipi1J' to (10 for us , ''i'bat ,\'C IUl':e n Oli' i" tbc'LegisJnti\'c Council, but 
,:(1 Lu- as I C:tD sec, the IJegislatiYc COU11Ci! S::"C!lJS to ~Cn' C its pUl'po~;e as 
u temjJorary and f>tq) gap asscillbly, rind it lllight dcpc,llcl uJlon tbe pro­
gTC~::; made by the I)H)I' inci:d Counci ls for the GOi'el'l1ment to take the 
fl.ldberstrp of establishing a Colonia l Assemhl~' for tbe Gold Coast . 

The absencc of a C'entrnl or general Colonial Assembly is an ano­
Ill: 11,. wllich IlHl<;t needs be l'L'l1tedied with tIle least delay. 'Vhat we 
want' iR an assembly of all the Chiefs in the Colon ,\' and m;t a Legisla­
t iw! Counc il of which olll~' C Chiefs ine members . Hmyeyer, consider­
iug ibe great opposition made to the establishment of Provinei81 Conn­
-cil s as heing UllC0128t itLltiol1r1l , I reckon thl' establishment of a Colonial 
assembly \\oul(l came a greater nproar, ancI I am inclin ed to agree with 
t lJC powers tbat be, that they lutl'e need to go graduall y . 

Now, my dear countrymen, T sbol1ld like you to \\'ake up to the 
situat ion . The Chiefs who drafted the Natii'e Administration Ordi.­
nance and submitted it for enartmcllt in to law by the IJe~'islatiye Couu­
ci" thl' only fo rm of Central Aseemhl.v "'p no,v haye, di<l so a8 the poli­
tical f;ol'c lcign s of the Colony i. c . as the direct reprrsentatiyes of the 
peopl e of th e ColollY , an d in doing 80 ,tJWY were in kreping with the 
tradi tions of Olll' own inc;t'itutional governments as well as the best 
t radi t ions of Briti sh parlialll e lltar~; gOyel'l1mellt . In England the 
poli tica l sOi'cre ign is the electorate i. e. the people aR n whole; the le~a.l 
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juVereigll i~ His :\Iajesty t he hi I1g in Pa :liamC'11 t (Lords aLtd Com­
mons). 'l'he samC' principle sbould pre\"ail ill tbe Colony, ann we 
must not shon' ignorance of our o,,'n llll\"s by objecting to the Native 
Admilli,.,tration Urdinancc on the score that it had been dralted ::md 
rassed by our O\\'ll soyereif!'n riders. There are lllany diiIicult aDd. 
technical questions in clll111eclion \I' itll thc N"ti \'e Administration 
Uruinance, aDd tlle~e cannot be discussed here, I am at preficnt cn­
gaged in \uiting in llOOk form, fI commentary ou the Ordinance as ,1, 
y"LoIc, and I hope, if I am :spared timc al1d strength to fini sh thc work, 
you \"ill haye another chance of forming a clear conception of thc object 
ot thc Ordinance. 

The Constitutional Argument. 
'1 ill' third objection i;; that the l'\ati\'e Adm inistration Orclinflnce 

is "lI11("()I1<:titutional" I hayc partly ansn'ered this objection in the 
ai)oye. '1'lle main question is "\\'hat is an unconstitutional laYI' ?" 
I ha \'e ,"cry great respect for the lcgal luminaries who are known in 
ibis country as political le,ldcrs or statesmen , But sometimes I can­
not hclp thinking that in th cir attempt to lead thc country to belicvo 
tbat the Government or the LegiRlature had passcd an "unconstitu­
t!O'la! :let," they \yere not dcliberately trying to focns the attention of 
the people on issueR ,\'hich \I'ould ha\'c no pCH'eptible effect with the 

·Go\'crnment, and \\"hieh yet migllt unconsciously poison the mind of 
v ill(' peoplc against tue trnc rulers of thc country . Posing as our 

state,;mel1 and leaders these respectable people are expected to do our 
thinking for us, the)' arc the peoplc \\"110, bccause of their spccial 
'lualifications, arc e:-,:pected to interprct the techllicalities of law for tho 
henefit of the people. It is a grcat rcsponsibility. But I am sad­
flenc(l sometimes to think that in tlieir attcmpt to interpret what tho 
COH'rnment iR tr\'ing to do or has donc, they ra.isc issues on which 
tlipir leRH learncd brethren arc li kely to bc excited to take a \'lrong view 
nl thp true natme or cxtent of the error whi ch tllC govcrnment has 
com m i Hed . 

My colleagues talk a lot about the Wati\'c Administration 
Ordinancc as being uncom:titutional. No\\', '\'e may \yell aRk "'hat is 
;;11 "unc.ollstitutionallaw" . If you, a business man, YI'ill takp the 
1.rOl1 blc to study the constitution as a certain Englishman, vValter 
BagcllOt, a banker, once did, you will I am sure,come to thc same 
conclusion as he did by his own independent investiga-
tions. Bagehot lays d ow n that statesmen hn,ve 
('spec i:-l1~ v a great responsibility if tbcy raise questions 
{'Il whiclJ 11JC11. not learned in the law are likely to be 
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'Wrong; if they raise questions on which the interes~ of the lay man 
"is not identical with, or is antagonistic to, the "hole interest of the 

.state, they will have done the greatest harm they can do. The future 
of this country," I adopt hi s "ords, "depends on the happy working 
of a delicate experiment, and they will have done all they could to 
\'it iate th at cxperimerit. Just 'when it is desirable that unlearned lay­
men should haye good issues, and only good issues, put before them, 
.these statesmen will have suggested bad issues" . (The English Con­
stitution pp. XX .) These arguments apply ,yith special point to 
the' 'unconstitutional argument". No English enactment is rightly 
termed ' 'unconstitutional " . This is not so in other countries. 

The Ultra Vires Theory. 

In America, for instance, it might be quite correct to term Ii law 
J' unconstitutional" in that the United States Congress are bound by 
the articles of the American Constitution to do certain things and to 
do no more than those certain things; if they do more, the Supreme 
{'ourt of the United States can and has power to 
1 urn down the law as being "ullconstitutional," as 
bei ng against the articles of the A mer i c a 11 

writ ten constitution, even though it may be a good law by the ordinary 
standard of moral s. In the French constitution, I think the principle 
is more or less the same, although I doubt whether in saying a law 
vassed by the French Senate is "unconstitutional " the Frenchman 
who passes that cenSlll'e mcans to assert that the law is thereby null 
an d void . 

In England and in the British Colonies howeler the position is 
,quite different. The Crown in England and the Legislatu're in the 
,Colony can enact for the Colony any form of law which is not opposed 
to the' 'spiri t" of the British constitution. In the British Parliament 
it is for the Speaker of the House of Commons to say whether or not 
.D pa,rticul ar bill is "opposed to the spirit of the Brit ish Constitution." 
If Ile cines not, the bill can and may pass the English Legislatlll'e. It 
then becomes law, very proper law, and it is wasting precious time 
to talk of its being unconstitutional. You may, and can, call it a bad 
law, but it is simply ridiculous to call it "unconstitutional." So it is 
with onr oWn Legislature. Any ]a.w which passes our legislature and 
ill regard to which His Majesty the King is not advised to .exercise his 
power of dis-allowance is eo-ipso a constitutional law. It may be 
:n., bad law, but that does not mean that the act is either a breach of 
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law or void of cffect. So long as a law madc by a. Colonial Legi~lature 
i" not repugnant to any act of Parliament or Order in Con neil \\"hieh 
(xtends to the Colony, such law is val id for the particular Colon.~· . 
(Sec p. 339 of Dr. Maitland' s " Collst itntiona l History") , 

Such topics are is::Jues that our stateI'm en do the country an i11-
justicc and irreparable harm to in troduce to our politica.l arel1:<, lllOStly 
~ think to mislead where the blind noeded on-
Jlf!'htonod lead. I shou lcl "'am you that you would 
h~ve a, rudc a\ynlcning, if heli c\'ing R la\\' wat; uJ1 r oJ1 st it ut ion­
H't YOI1 deliberately CI10RC to di sobey its ex erci se , and h ad YO ll r­
~oJf t;rought up before the Chid Jus tice of the Gold Coast , The Oomt 
will toll you in plain \yords as reecnt ly some Asamaugkese E lders were 
told , " My clea r fri enel, you arc sadl y mist aken as to th e ex tent of my 
POIWr. I am SOlT~' I ea nllot help yon . Yon h aye got to oboy t he Ia\'\" hc­
can so it is the la\y of Hi s Maj esty the Kin O' . " 

In all cases where you desire to protest a.gaiustl\ bil L you consi­
.'1er to be a bad law, the proper attitude is to avoid actuf),ll y hren, kin g 
the la\v yonn;clf, ,,"hiJst a ::: king in a proper lIay for rcp eR I of the la\,·. 
The N ativc Administration Ordin anec is a good Jaw in principle and 
any attack npoll isolated sections of t he Ordin:1l1ce as workin g h ar c\- '1 
ship or rendering ull\yorkable certa,in r eeogniscd forms of proecc1Ut'('y 
s j;ould be done through the propel' ch a.nnels-on t.bc p latform , in th e I 
Jlcwspapcrs . h~' pa mphl ets and by appea ls to au r rcpreR(' ntat iw8 i 11 th e 
L,'gi~lative COlllleil, to our Chiefs, ek ., etc . 1'h01,(,. arc a t holl "a nc1 il,l1d \ 

ene 'ways in \,hich we enll ask :for Rlll endm ents \ 
:0 particnlar sections of an Ordinance . B ut eyon 
if the ,,"hole of an Orrlinancc he foun(l to b e 
Lad and to require repeal, it is uselcss to ca ll it " uncon sti t ut ional. " 
\Vhat we can (10 is to show bow it infr inges pri\'ate or pilblic righ t, 
and then to ask for reconsideration of the section or of Ol e Ord imt.n C'e· 
:IS a whole by the Legislative Coun cil. But \\·hatc\"cr 1'0 11 do, don 't 
he misled to break tile law yourse lf frorn thinking th a t it \\'8,S 11'1C'·0 11-

.. titntional, and therefore, so the argument ru ns , Dot binding upon 
y0U. 

I should like you to read the l'\a ti\'e Adm ini stra tion Ord in ance 
and send your suggestions for am enr1mclIts to me: mean"'hile I am in 
eommunication with Sir Ofori Attn as to wbat I th ink rc:quiret; hi s 
special attention with a view to effecting amendlll ents. 
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Strangers Farm Tax. 

Many of the coa,st papers, as you are l:J,ware are constantly pu­
blishing letters and artic les aga,ln st the tax which strangers in Aklm 
A buakwa quite freely culti\'ating our ancestral lands are called. upon 
to pay. 

The tax is often wrongly described as "Juaben Ta,x ." Juabens 
arc hovl'eyer llOt the only strangers or foreigners who are taxed 111 

Akun Abuakmt. Akuapems are liable to be taxed and you know th(~ 
Akuaperns arc ou [' 0\\,11 cUllsins, the Akuapem Paramount Stool bemg 
ancest['al nephew to the Abuak,Ya Parrunount Stool. 

The principle for the justificCttion of the tax rests on this. 1\1any 
Akuapems, Accl'ns, 1\:1'ohos and other indl1strious people ha\'e come to 
Akim Ablutk\\'D. to culti,-nte our virg in forest lands for economic pro­
du('e.. A good many of these bke the preliminary step of buymg t,he 
h .nd before the,\' cultirate it. They pfl,)' for the right to cultinltc. 
A ,200(1 lIlfLll,l' Akufl,pem people, Re\'eral .TllCtben people, and several 
oi,her non-Akim Ab uak\\'a peonle who llflve made Ahnakwfl,lHl1d 
tll eir pel'mCtnent home take no sl~ch tl'onble to pay for the right to culti­
yn,te . The\' s imply go on OUl' forest h'olld n;l c1 do as much cleyastation 
of the fore st as the\' like'. It is this sort of cultivator that the Akim 
:\hnak'll'a State CO~lllcil has requirecl to pay a certain tax for the pri ­
'\il ege of cnltinlting Al<im Ahl1ak\\'f1 lan(] f' frce of cost. Such taxes 
an' accepter] 8 S the qllite common nile in Ashanti, Adanse, and some 
placcs in the Col on~' . I hear tl1O.t e\'en in Ashanti-Juabel1 the peonle 
there arc made to pay taxes for SllCh cultiyation. '1'lle principle for 
the justification of tlle tilx is obviol1S . ' 

A second po int is whether the tax falls equally on the people 
bx('(1. Formcrly the tax used to be £ 1 per cocoa farm irrespcctiyc 
01' the size of the farm; to-clay it is Id per cocoa bearing tree . You 
will agree tliat the httter falls equall~' on the people t[l"\ed. 
~t is another question whcthcr ld. p(' r tree is too h eHYY · The 
st,lie COlll1c i 1 might concciYably rcduce the tax to 
~d . pel' tree and lORe 110lle of its right to tHX 
thcrebv. I undersbtncl the tax of 1cl. pCI' tree works out at 28. Gd . 
per load of (jOlbs . Thi f\ means th at if H, farmer got about 100 10Hds 
n veal' a,t £1 per load the State of A kim AbUi1kwa takes a, tHxHble 
share of 12~ per cent. per annum . Undoubtedly this is not a sma lI 
sum, but it must he remembered that owing to the fr equent li tigation 
arising from boundary disputes the protection of our lands Hl'e e08till~;-



29, 

the Stool 11 h ea n- sum of lllOlle\' ilnlluillh', It llltl 8t n ot hc forgo lten 
11,80 that AJ,im _~bUilb\,ll pcoplt: th(,I11:'l'h:c~ ]lil~' 11 0 1:n a t all in ]'('spe('t 
of their OW11 lil ~1 cb, , 

Taxation And Thrift. 

As regards the principle of taxation 100l\cc1 at from t ho gC ll or1l1 
aspect of national \ye]farc or 11lltion al <l eCil,\' , I should like to point out 
that 80mo ccollomi~t~ ~ll1c1 80ciolog ic-ts nrc :-;trongly of the Ollll1 io!1 that 
a tax on inelustry proyic1ed it is not so Ill':\Y:" ns to <'l'lpplo c:1pitnl, hn s 
11 lUOst direct rcsult ot enco l1l'llg ing tbrit't in the pcop le \\'])0 are so tax ­

eel , 'J'hllt is to Sll,\', i1 nny pCf':1 ie arc taxed in rcgard to a pa r tIcu la r 
illdustn' it has tile tendency to U],I)C titcm or ill "til into them thc need 

~ .. t"I . . 

to excreiRc tlll'ift, to 8a\'c ~OIl-e mOlle\' for l1nrorcscen cant III gell (; IC8 , 

It may 1)(:, that a ,Tunben Ltrl1il'l' \yill f;:;,\' to ltil111.\c l[ ":!II\' i'arm is li :1h le 
to a tax of £l:Z , 10 , 0 a war , 'l' lt i" yca r C(l('oa \\'n~ £ 1 ;'\ load; thC' 
market fluctuates : next y~a,r it llligltt h ,~ 11::0;, ]WI']OilC]: this 11lcans that 
about one-fourth of th e' £ !)() [ ma\' gd next \'CiH \I'il l go i()\-,'nnls p<1\'­
in!:?' l!1\' tllX , I must therefore SiWC ;-,011le monCI', J must 111nke some 
pJ'~~\'i:-;ion for next yeRl'," XC'xt Will ' lHtppf'nsand be Ji nch; ih"t i n­
stend of (,OCO:1 being lOs, n loael it hn <; l'i 8C11 ill price to £ L, !5 , 0 a 10 :1(1.. 

Hcrc \I hat hc Raycc1 1nst )'car is in crement profit to be "deled to '\" ll nt 
he ga in R thiR wnr , B ut if be if, a \\'i<.,c and Rhl'c\\'(l mal1 he \\'i ll 
mai{e pl'oY i s i01~ again for tbe next ~'ea r , nncl 1'0 graclualh-, nnc1 al l Ul1-

knOlI-i ng to hilll~clf nm1 to the master \\'ho taxeR him, be is hccomil1g 
tllrilty, anel gr ad uall y lmt surely, ,,'calth~-, 

I think thi s explanation cle~Cl'il)('" <}l1itc 11 nnlnral ant] IX1Rsa,lJlc 
phC'l1omenon anel it may well be acccptcd as n true st lltclllent of an 
economie prin(,iple, It seClll S io me to 1](" qu ite common, fo], if' wo 
ca~t it glllnce to a place like Englal1cl \\'(' r'mel th at tlle people t h o]"e are 
11I1ldc to pay \ylJat iR ca11cel income tnx \\'lJich may he about 48 , in the 
£1 , But in strad of i-cfusing to '\\'01'k in 0 1(101' that the Cio\'C'mment 
might he ban lked of itR desire' to ta:,: tlwir in C'omc , the good EnQ'1ish 
IJ('ople work tlle harder in order thnt nfter paying tbe ta:,: on their in­
come there lllight be ~ oJll ethin g still left for tllem to 1 i'l'C' an ah nn (18 nt 
llf'e, Th e'\' are forced by the pressm e of th(' tit, and their d ('~ij'E' to 
J; VC a gooc11ife , to exerci se th rift and grac1ui', lh' hecomo \\'ealtll~' 

L r t us take our cue from tbis , I s the in cident of tax on inclLlsir,Y 
to lJe 100kecl upon as so evil a thing as to be confined e:,:clu sively to 
1;uangers, or should we Akim Abualnva people also pay SOJJle f01' 111 of 
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t:J.X be it ever so small? I am aware that here I am speaking of a< 
delicate sul,.iect and on dangerous ground, and I desire to leav·j 't to. 
}Ul! to think it out and let me have your suggestions. 

\\-dl re~anl to the tax on Strangers it seems as if the pn!i Giplc ot 
the tax cannot be accepted as uui\'crsally binding until we in Akim 
AL,]:dn";t have Deen able to establish ~ national or Sta~'0 Tl'(';-,~urv 
",I,;ch lIil! 1·( C:) [1U account of how the money tll118 coll(>(,i(~I -1 I :' l\ i1:> -

bUl'sed. Such a Treasury will generally be a means of cstablishing~ 
:'01' us a national exchequer from which funds will come to support 
every YilJage or town in the improvement of its surroundings, a.11e­
viate its educat ional difficulties and help in other programmes of pro­
gress . The idea. of a State Treasury has not yet taken dcep root with 
Odf Chiefs, ana I should advise you to use your undoubted influence to­
get your Chief to appreciate the great benefit s accruing from a centml 
State Treasury. I understand the contemplated State Treasury wiU 
be directly rp'f;pon s ibl e to- the Akim Abu11kwa State Council, and T 
beli eve the St~te Treasurer \,ill be appointed by the State Council. 
Altogetlnr a proj ect that desenes your Yrr~' warm support. I inyite- x 
J ollr v ic\\'s. 

The Problem Of Taxation. 

I f>llUll be gla.cl also to have yom ,-ie\ys as to ,,'hether, from the n a·­
tion;,!, a~. (\If-'tinguishecl from the legal, point of view, the tax Dll: 

f;t l'ilLlgeJ:s is g(,!lc~'nlly to the ultimate good of the inhabitants in Abua­
k\1'a b11(!. 'l'htre S('2.111S to be an unclerc.mrent of opinion throughot! t 
(;ul.'l,in sections in the Colony aga inst a diitrrential tax in Akim Abua.­
b,n., tllC c.ontrnllop. being tb at from tbe historica,l point of view stran­
gt·n; \1 lit) h~ l'e come to Ii \' e and find a hOllle in Abuakwalancl should 
110t be harassed ilway by means of a heavy differential tax on their il1-
dusttin l outlJllt, It is lUged that these strangers who came in flearc.h of 
pC'l.ce should be et1n,bled to :find a haven in Abnn,kwahnd; they shoul(l 
be made to li ve in peace ,,-ith the people and graclna,lly be absorbe(T 
illto the (liffe rrnt Al)lIabvft tribes by a process of peaceful assimibtion­
]il; ely to lea\'e the (listinction between stranger and native in a. v,,11i8J1-
illg ratio. 

Of course persons who n,dvanc.e this sort of argllment seem to £01'-' 
;,.',--t that these strangers are, in some towns, in a. huge majority against­
tile native inhabitants :J,!1(! therefore the process of assimilation is real-­
Iy the ai-her "my about, the original Abnakwa,s being as it " 'ere OYel;' 
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"'whelmed by the habits alHl in ,;tit utions of the seUlers Lo the 10Rs of Lhe 
di~tinctiye 'Abuakwa character. Then, again, yi]'gin forests eea.so to 
be viq;in as "oon as the cut]as-.; is applied to them-they hecome cocoa. 
plantation s or ,Yor80, Illere "lllfl1\\"a" OJ' farmlcl s ,dllC'h ronde1' the 
;;01 1 less prur1uctiYC . 

][o\\,('\"er I cannot offer :, fllla l opinion on the subject as I am not 
aWan.lllOiY rar you and your friends arc in fayo ut' of " lett in g sleep ing 
c!c'g;: lie." of not disturbing t b e peace and h armony ,yhich seems to 
e'list bct,""eD tLc Ahuak,\"as and th e old est abliflhed community of 
settl ers. Personally I belie\'e that a large h omogeneous popu-

v I,tion contr ibutes much more greatly to the rliffused ,\"eaUh of a State 
t1'a!l a heterogenous population of "nat iyes" and "str an gers" of 
\\ hie;l one i;: classed off Iron) the ot her by tile taxation of t h e fruits of 
its jurIns!:·y. I in\" jte your \·ie\\'s. 

Land. 
This is a \'cry big problem . lOU arc \rel l aware that land is the 

hrgest economic factor in auy Statc. Akim Abualnya ll as an area of 
301.ll) SC]U 9.rc milos, and C\'CJ} square mile of thi s large portion sold 
means a pro rata reduction in the cconomi.c pOf; ll ibilities of AbuakIYa-
land, Now yo u kno\\' that a gr eat many of our 
Chiefs 5l. re. " ery fond e. of sellilJ g lands, cspeci.ally whcn 
tIle} ca ll find a spacious )'eason Jor it, e.g. to 
}\'lY for tlle costs of a Stool Ia:ild lili gation in the Supreme Court, to 
p::y off an old stand ing Stool debt, or to perform th e funeral custom of 

,n, deceased Chief . All t llese excuses you kno\\' yoursolf ar e merely 
[ll'<'texts to uutragco us dc\'astati olls of the Stoo l l amls bequeatllecl to 
our generation and the n ext gen eration , and the n ext gcneration, and 
so on to the nth generation th at will be born into tile lap s of the kind 
awl affect ionate mother Abua kwa . I do not like to sin gle out anyone 
(,Ilief as being the greatciit culpri t in Ule sftle of l ftnrl, but in order t il at 
you rl1n,v llayp a concrete example beforc you of how rapidly mother 
Abnakwa 1S being dism embercd, I should like you to recall that about 
\,i8 ]l/~r cent . of the land from the Densu at Nsawam to D en suso (Ape­
dwa ) has all been sold away absolu tely a.nd for all time. Now you know 
thr:t from Nsawarn to Densuso is roughly about '25 miles as the 
c'·ow flies. Lands to the left and right of the N sawam-Densuso road 
to a distance of 10-'25 miles on either sid e have been sold, The same 
talc cun be told 111 the En.~tcrn part of the 
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\3t:J.to on the KrobG 't>onndary; tho same tale IS 

,.lOW going on in the Northern boundary of the State 
round about Asuom, and you are of course aware that the tov\ 11 at Oda 
(c:Lpital of 'Western Akim) and surrounding villages are situate on 

land sold by Akim AbjffLkwa. Some of the earlier land sales alienat-
eJ our territorial jurisdiction as well. So is the whole of the :New 
Juaben settlements with Koforidua as its capital. If these places had 
Hot been sold but given away for small rentals, be it hO\yever small, we 
sbould have been earning a regular income on our lands to-day while 
still preserving our title valid, solid, and unimpaired. These lands are 
gone for ever and Akim Abuakwa territory is, under our own oyes 
gradually being cut off slice by slice, like bread on a breakfast tabJe. 
']'here will come a time when the bread "vill cease to be whole bread and 
mere crumbs will be left for our progeny. And when 
trat time comes our chlidren will vainly cry for lands any 'where in the 
Colony because the price of land sha 1l1wve been raised 100 times its 
present value, and even then people 'will not be over-anxious to sell to 
them or to anybody. They would keep our descendants to rents that 
run on longer leases than 99 years-on perpetual leases. Land that 
'Vas bought from us will be rented to 11 S, to our children at 100 times 
its value, and when that happens 'will our posterity honour us, and 
praise our names and raise us on the marble pedestal of fame for hav­
ir,g deprived them so selfishly of thoir right to live? In Engrand the 
11a bit is quite common of granting leases or effecting settlements for 
t:Je long period of 1,000 years or more, that is to say, for a period 
<rbich shall be more tb::m sufficient to cover the lives of all possible 
children and other per.sons interested in an estate, and the trustees 
hold such lease or term for the purpose of seeing that succeeding gene­
rations are satisfied. There is no reason why we should not stop the 
iJ:l,bit of absolutely alienating our interests in land, just for the booze 
of a day's fun eral custom, permanently depriving our progeny from 
i,heir share in the trust bequeathed to us by our and their ancestors . 
VVe also must learn to look ahead into the future and think also of the 

\ 11nborn. 
The Present Land Laws. 

My dear countryman, you are 'well aware that the Okyeman State 
-Council have passed several lav\'s in an honest attempt to put a stop to 
the sale of l::md in Abuakwalanc1, and you are well aware that none 
of these enactments has really been effective. I should be surprised 
iudeed if within this very month somebody or other were not selling 
Jand in some part or other of Akim Abuakwa. The pref'ent law is that 
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nohody should sell il ll ), lanel III ""j, il1l A.bu ak\\·[t 
withollt the consen t of the ::; tat ceo 1I n 'c i 1 ill 
open assembly, and that if n CJl ief 1 \Y~ U1 or \I'iLllOUG hi K 
Counc il sohlland without >- uclJ Statr ~il ll cL lOn, t il e Cllid "hOlll cl be clc­
::-loolecl. 

"Vi t llOut ,\"ish ing to e"pre;;" an opin ion on the riglit of ihe ::;trtto 
Council arrogating to itself the po\\er to clc8tool il ULid of a ll Y tOWlJ III 

c\buakwalancl-n vcry dangerous en actment, I think, which places n. 
illo-edged weapon in th e hands of tbe 13ritish (;o\'cnmlent-l should 
like to point out that such 1\ hl\\" can nc\'c1' sccure t lwJ"jghl:; of p08ter1-
t..\" jf it be implied thereby that justice js being dealt to our desce ll­
d~,ni~ by aJlmTing a ',inglc ,'quare Illile of _I.bllak\\·a land to be al ienntcd 
f. hsollitely under \\'hatcI"cr 1<1\1: 01" Sllnct ioll. En~r'y s uch sq Llare lllile 

~'cld means a dismembering of tb e hod:' of _\buaklra, and if when thc_ 
il'diridual seJls land it is held to he \\l"ong, lllorall,I' and legnlly, you 
\\ III agree with me that 110 illllonnt 01' gC'l1cral isation OJ' addition of tbe 
ld,llilber of men I,"ill make \\'lll1t i ~ .II I'Ollg right . j\ wrong i,; nODe the 
Lss \Hong hecau~e mall\" p('J',;on" agr('l' to commit it . To hold tbe 
(,pposito true is to commit t1JC fallilcr oj" composition . Murder is mL-
tlll"nlly ,yrong \I"he'illcr it he ]Jri\'ate 11111]'(1er or public lllUn]el" as m 
i'.-nri"are, ei\'iEsed or primitiYe . 

I belie\'e, and I lrnst you \I ill agrcc \Iith me, t iJdt ibe lanll" 111 
. .'~i;-illl -i.buubT8, arc COlllllllll1ity J ili1(],.;, thc\' aJ'(, held hy all the people 
111 COllllliOll, our Chid", being, as it \~'('j"C, tru stees for :mcll common 
t(,lll1.l"C, and it clearlY docs not SOllllcl tn1c either in ] a \I' or in morals for 
('()'nmunual property inherent 111 a contilll1011S gellcm-
L·')~' to be alienate(] h\" all ea rl ier port ion of that 
nnti lluol1S gcne r ation of ("omIDon tenan t::; 
It, i '; fl llloot po int in law ,,'h ctlwr am' person \\"ho cloeR not bold thr ab­
~ .. d l1te pown of appoin tment O\'cr any property eRn (leal ,,,jth it to af­
fec t the rights of those p erRon" \\"llOse right of inheri tance cannot be 
,:etel'Tni'lC'(1 by hi m eit her in ], is l ife t ime, h)' dircct appointmC!lt , or 
fl fter h is death , by ,\" ill. T il e point h (' ]"e raised bas the conh rmati\'e 
fUPPOrt of m any authoriti es in case law, bu t I do Dot pr opose to "'on y 
:,:on with any technicalities . 

I am cOl1\"incell however t hat 

(1) It is wrong, legally and morally , for any person or an y 
hody of person s to sell lands in Abuakw a-
l imc], or to rcduc e' the 3000 fl i]lHtre miles 



to anything below 3000 square miles. 
A thing can only be disposed of absolutely by the person 
who has absolute ovvnership. But who is the absolute 
owner of lands , in Akir.:l Abuakwa? Abuak'ivaland being, 
by right of Stoolocracy, ours as well as the property of-un- y 
born generat ions nobody can rightly or legally sell any 
portion of it. vVe cannot sell our pro rata portion in the 
la,nds because the unborn generation are not here to agree 
as to what is our portion. 

(2) The present la,w regulating sale of lanel must be changed 
in such I,vise that the State Council whi ch is the Supreme 
law giver witllin Abuakwaland shall recognise that it docs 
not lie 'ivitllin the power of the members thereof to sanc­
t ion the sa le of any c()mmunal lanc1s for whatever specious 
reason . I hope yon will nsc constitutiona l methods to 
get your Chi ef or Divisiol1:-LI Chid com-cited to this belief. 

(3) If we :ue to secure tI,C economic value of Abuakwaland 
to remain at a constftnt level in proportion to the gradual 
increase in population, it is for you and me, and all the 
cllncated persons who agree li·itll us on the illegality and 
impropriety of selling lands in Abuakwa to convince aU 
tbose Chi efs who :1re fon d of Relling lands and all our land­
hogs tl1 ",t they are really morc Gdion s than the man in the 
Bible story \\"ho sold bi " birthright for a mess of pottage, 
or thftn the man in mythology who killed the goose for 
its golden eggs . 

Lease, But Do Not Sell. 

Henceforth everybody who wants to buy la,nd in AbuakwalanGl 
,must not have la,nd to buy . He must be made to acquire the requisite 
piece of land, settle on it, and pay a nomin al ground rent ill ack­
nowledgment of our Stool right and national title to the land. 
(Note th at ground rent is a different thing from a tax OIl economic or 
other produce . The latter is a, tax on income and dcpends upon the 
:productive capacity of the person taxed . Ground rent is paya,ble 
whether the land is being 'worked or not) . 

By this means you will agree, 'ive sh all be 
inilirectly but effectively opening up pl'O~TeSS for Akim 

.:Abuakwa by encouraging set tIe 111 e 11 t , increasing 

x 
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Ij()pula(;ion, and gradua Ily increasing the prod ucti ve wealth of tho 
(:ountry not only [or a year, but for a,ll time. If you feel th at my 1'e­
J.lfl,rks 011 land arc too impassioned, I refer you to the appropl'la.Lc 
Chapter in "Akull La\l's alld Customs" where yon may find (1 less 
;mpassiollcd statement of my yie\\'s on 1:he reckless way in whi ch so me 
of our Chiefs deal \I'ith our lands . 

Mining. 

itS regards leasing of la,nels for concess ions, I cOllsi<1er it right for 
l~.l(' mineral \\'calth of the country to be c1 e\' cloped, but C3,re should be 
taken th,ct the hlllc1s arc 1l0t gil'ell a,\'[ty to European capit<dists for 
i1!J1I0d IlC:;t to notlti11O', aild ,\'e should also ensure that tl1 e greaLesL 
portion of the mone," thnt comes to tile Stool f rom sLlch concessions is 
Jcsened nnd ecH-n1nrkecl for import ant \\'or],s of c1eyc]opment of bene­
.:it to the nation aDd to tbe community us a \\'hole. lOU will , I hope, 
a;{ree also tllat there is need to exerci'~e restraint in the grant of leasC'~ 
10r concesRions, for since mORt of these leases h81'(' lon g terms of sm 
Years, if care bo not L8kcn n.ll om mineral werJth \I'o ttlc1 be e.'\hausted 
~r. n fey,' generations to the impoyerishm cnt oj r\hU(lhYnlnnd. Go](I 
211[1 Dinmol1llR :U0 not like cocoa 01' rubber. On co you take golcl and 
!~i;lJl10ndR ;l,Y(lY from tho land there if; no othcr lll eaus of repbcing 
(~;eD1 . Oll("r taken al\\: ~\'f; Utken, COCOit n,nd Rubber aDd otber eco­
f!tlmic proclllct~ can a\-l\'a,\'s be gro\,,'n \I'itb proper lDanuring . There 
is no manlHr Oi' fe rtilisation for gol<1 and (1iamonds. It stands to 
1 (a"on tha t some of lhese mineral clcposits in A hllab.I'8 land should' 
1w resened in the bo\ycl s of the earth for th e llnhol'l1 generation nf 
Ahnakwa sons somo of \"bom may ur.coll1c geologists, cngil1C'r,rs, aml 
("ye;:;. compn.ll,V directors able them !'lPl.\·0!'l to \yor].;: the mines of whi ch 
Ollr own selfi sh ness sba11 ba\'c depril"('cl them, 

My deal' countrynwn, I comnwnrl thifi section on land to ),0"1' 

\('ly solellln consideratioll. 
Education. 

I ha YO resen-cel tho problem of cducation [or the concluding por­
tion of this letter aR I think it requires your cool n.ucl concentrated at-
1 ention, r1'o grasp tile significance of the e.evNal issues im'ol ved l' 
t;}lOuld like you to open out your mind and lw as recept ive a.s poss ible. 
The problem of the age, it has been sa id, is the pl'oblem of education, 
and half Ol.ll' ills depend npon lack of l1Iuch of it, n.llQ that half \I'ill 
ten,se to eXIst \\'hen we shall haYe passed out of am present stage into­
a more aclvn.nccd or edueaicd age. 
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Nursery . 
. B ducation to be t horough shou ld sta,rt from the nursery . It 

f'hould start from the very day the child is born. Dome educationists 
(:\,cn hold that the problew is best tackled from the pre-natal age. 
IJ'he contention may be true, but pre-natal education of tbe child 1'0-

quires sucb a high standard of t<eclmical efficiency to which o,yingtG 
tile present lack of a suffieient number 01 maternity and other 11os­
pikUs it is impossible for us to attain. ,Ve can howerer confme our­
loeh-es to the problem of finding the best methods for the care and 
Lutining of our child population. The need suggests at once the 
l;l'~irabdity of education £01' I'\'omen. 'rhe girls of today arc the 
1ll01:11en; ot tomorrow, and as suelt every girl sho uld be taught in school 
:;Ollle of the rudiments of child training. Eyery mother, every 
nnrse in charge of a child, should knOll', for instance, that a child is 
not rdways hungry when it cries . Kor may such crying be the sign 
of sid;:nes::; . '1'11 e cry of the chil(l D1:1'y be it distressful sound for the 
mother, but to the child it may be thc SO lllce of present or prospective 
pleasme . The ch ild actually enjoYR a ccrtain benefit in the pitiful 
sounds emitted in crying. 'rbe e:\p lnllntion for this is that JlO child 
ii' bom in to the wml(l with itR breathing <lpparatns or organs in perfect 
and complete function. A child Ita '; get to learn how to breathe, it 
lJ(Ls got to learn how to speak by its blC,l1hiilg org:111S, :1l1d a great part 
of the breathing e.:;elc i>;c is pc-dollncd 11' ;ll1d thrOllgh crying, and the 
lf1 0re the child haR of this lesson Ilhiell ;1 kind lv :t\ature is the TeachcT 
the better become tIle child' s breathing H!1Cl spenk in g organs. 

Consequently a motller or uny nurse shoul(} be able to tell the 
dillcrence between the cry of hnn ger and the cry which is n breathing 
exerctse. As :1 rule, ollr women fall, URll<111:-' begin to suckle the child 
whcllcycr it SllOWS signs of crying . J\01l, tiJ3t is bad nursing. Even 
though the cry lllay be c1istr8sshll it is not 'lhnys right fa]' the mother 
tr. illlcl'ia 'w her own mental c1i"treI'R hr fcc(ling the child. Let the 
child cry . Don't givc it mi lk simply because it il' cr~·jng . A chi ld 
Sl1011ld be fed only at stated intcnals . l ~\'ery child-nay every per- . 
sOIl-sbould ba ve fixed hams for moals. 1£ the fixed time is not dl1C 
Jor feeding a child, let it cry out, but don't feed it. If the cry con-
tinues, the best thing will be to lull the cbil(l to sleep. A child must 
hnye regular and long boms of sleep during the day as well 3S at night, 
10n,Q;er in fact than the sleepjn~; bours of the mother, and whilst in the 
(;vening the motllCr sit::; hy the fireside to gossip with hct' ncqlwint-
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ancus, the child Hhould not be made to stay YI'ith motile!', but it must 
be sent to sleep soon after it has had its evening meal and a bat h , It 
is OUt custom ··to let a cllild out " when it is a week old. It IS 

thought rigbt for the motber to go to farm with tbe ch iltl, and some 
mothers sta rt regular fa rm work a fortnight or less aft er the day of the 
child's birth , All this is not right , It is I th ink 'Hong to ta,ke a 
chi ld under ;j month" to a farm . 'l'be li ttl e child is )'et a sLrangef' to 
tll i;,; "'oriel and it must be bught an el brought up softly a:lc1 gently to 
the bard thillgs of this ,,'oriel. A young chil d cann ot sec, it ca nnot 
hear Illllch , and it cannot sme ll lllueh . It has not sense enon gh to 
sellse danger . All these are actiyities \Ihic ll shou ld be ta ught to t he 
child vradu.:dly and step by step, for t llis finer method oC bringi ng uJl 
a ehil(l ca nnot he adopted if the new mother takrs to farm \\"ork OJ' 

hea\'y Illallual labour . n, o\\' ing to lll'l' econom ie pos it ion , the 
l'lOtiJel' cannot afford a ,yet nurse 01' somr otller help to feeel the infant, 
::\e hest she "an clo is to l'rrli~:t t he f\ssist:l!lce of neal' r rlatin's, her 
motiJer or ROllle other pe j'~on who c"n (o'i\'e bel' frc e a"" ista ncc\\ 1)('11 

he goes to farm . A ('hila can IH\\'e a hetter adjuRtment or itR nc1'-
,"OtiS organi'<lll \\'hell th c lei'::,ol1 s it has to learn arC' hroUg]l t to its 
,;no\\'ledge gnl(lu<l ll y nnd 8tCj') hI' step in little bits of expe l' il'ncr <lOlcl 
not in the large blur or t ;lC forest 01' farm, 

These installC'('s wi ll I trust f:;IO\" you the extreme del icacy of tllC 
r.lnttn of 1llll'8er\' "'ork, for the mORt permanent Joundation ~ for tbe 
j Ilh ll r health and Incllta i capacity of the child arc laid at [1 \'Cry early 
:lge jn the n ursery . 

Eng li sh Nursery Schaob . 

] lo\\' t h,, '! (',ill we iw;e tlw be:st nUI'Rfl'Y t rainillg fo r (l ll l' ch ild 
pOjln liltl' d1 

-) 1n ]!hrc:-; lih Engln.ncl they ha"l'c :N1Il'scry S"hools 
I '. hci'( ' pcul' Je \,ll< 0.1'0, not rich enoug'h to cngage pl'irate DU I'SCR aile[ 
governesses take their children du ring thr (hy-child ren undcl' the 
clgc cd" :'·,-t(1 he 18ugl't holY t) WDlk, hOlT b Fpeak fln(! ii i n~t, ho\\' to 
ph )' a:ld (/1': \ \\', II O\'.' ill dance, l,o\\' to " IE'CP, JlO\\' to cat and i\ IlllTl­
c! rp(l other JlOw to's and \\'hen to's , By the time a child is fil'e, 
it CJ ll , under well [t methocl, enjoT lll uch greatrl' bendits of hea lth 
and menta l effic iency than til e chi ld of its own class ,,,hich has not 
11:ld the adn\iJ tages of sllch n11l'sel',Y training . "One great l'eRl il t 
of th e n mSl'TY school is t lwt eitild l'CIl Cfll1 gct f; l sLe i" 
thl'O ugh ti le cl:fI'iclllul1l of to-d ay , 'When tJwv fi r e half 0 1' tv,;o­
third s through the present el emCl~t n.ry schoollif~ t lJ ey will be ready 



J~. 

to go on to more advanced work. "In short, the nursery school,. 
if it is a real pla,c0 of nurtlll~e, and not merely a place where babies­
arc 'minded' till they are fivc, will affect our whole educational sys­
tem ycry powerfully and very" rapidly . It will quickly raise tlle 
possible level of cldture and attainment in all schools, beginning 
wnh tbe junior schools. It will prove that this welter of disease· 
and misery in ~,jlich we live, and which makes the doctor's seniee 
]t)( ,m bigger than the teacher's, can bc s\vept away. It yrill make· 
tile Ileav), 'v[Lll~, 1be terrible gates, the h ard playground, the sun­
Ie's a,Jl(1 huge class-room look mon strouf;, as they are. It ,,·ill 
giyc tea,c]lers a chance . " rEh i" is the rccol'c1erl experience of Mal'­
ga l"C't Mci\'fillnn (Thl' Nmscl'Y Scheol, Dent) ODe of the JOH' JllOst 

c_\]lonents and ,yorkcrs in llurscries for children . Tllese methods 
of traiuwg t\e :-Oll11g ltal-e been adopted on a Yery large scale in 
Englaod. auel tJ.e ecillGntiona l tl lcorics of men like HOll_ Bertrand 
Rnssrll :Il'l; Lased 011 thell) . 

(JIlllle1'e, [ ] ,i~l'e spo];en to some prominent men about tlie need 
for a nnrsery sc llool for om cb ilclren, cmphasizing that withmrt 
l'llch schools it \\-oltld bc dimcult to obtain the best results in tIle 
](inc1ergal'ten and Elementary Schools, hut the men to whorn I haye 
l'poken h ave deeUled it ill Rch:isah1c to do so at this stage of om c11l -
1,und l1dv a,nce, because: 

(1) 

(:2) 

(3) 

'l'hc Cr)8t of 11ll)"!'lery :-;cllools, roughly about £5 to· 
IF; <l year is thougllt by some to be so heary as . to 
n'll,icJ' the i(1cQ unattrac-t iyc to the ordinary peasant 
1l IO[,_!;cJ' 01' father. 

_1\ :l~'Re ry schools in "I"hi ch chi ldrcn will stay 3,W31' 
about 12 hours during thC' day from their mother to l;~ 
L'l't)i1i:ht up UlHler (',onditiolls slightly different from 
t1lO"C obtaining in their llOillCS, will, it is held , be 
iJli11:;(·a.l to the bcst intelTRts of the conn try in that 
it \',.11 (ll iellate the feelings of the child froD'1 the senti­
Jne l'ts of a home life. 

Thirdly, nursery fichooh', it is contended, will not 
it!1:I'.,c:t the ordinary mother 01' father in tbat the peo­
ple [1'-1 yet no not fLppl'eciate the necessity of hfL\·ing 
their children brought up in a ,yay whicll is not "CllRtO­

mary, " is 11l111SUal, or foreign, a.nd p:orhaps ha.s a· 
., Enrope3nising" influenco, 
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All of \\ hicll argumenti-l "'ill be righ t so long n s we ,1,re old 
i.fash ionf' d cLtcngh to hold that our prescot ciyilisation, i.e. our pre­
llent socia l standard of l ife, i;; unqunli1iec1I ,I' cl1Yinble :1nd uncx 'ell ­
cd. l\ n ideL \\'tiel! is quite wron g , Comparcd to Illany na,t ions 
in t

'
,e \Yorld our socia l Cl1 ItLUe is not COIlll1lel1Slll'ate \yith the 

hl'alth and prosperity \I !lic it \I 'C CIlJOY today, n ut 
hesides the aboyc cited objections a ); un.;cr,\' School or 
the nature cl ('sC l'il,('cl nbo\e srCIl1S impo,,~iblc at prescnt hcclIllse of 
tell) facL of the large rural Jlopnln tion I\'e hn \ 'C ill the Cololl\,; I'.'('re 
we citl' ci\\'cl\en nnrscry schools could ha\ C hccil l'ns ii\' imtitulcd 

,and m:ul<ls-ed; as it "tnn'c1s <1t ]l1'cfOcni. thc population, of 'th e country 
is ~o EC;:ltteretl thflt it ",ill he' difficult to hring n'l'\, young cJ~il(:ilell 
to i1 re", ('cnh.''ll t ;'a ining or nlll'F'cl'." schools , 

Local NUl'sery Institutions. 

llJ;~ Lci'~g so, it is a problem ior yo u lind me and all OLU' 
fr iends and people to hncl a \I(\Y of bringing up om g irls under such 
COJi,liti,Jl1s tlwt\\ 11en tbe), become lliothen.; tllc} Il'iH be able to 
unin tbeir chi~.Jrcll ill tLe hOltlc iil the best way 
~o live and to !i\'e I\'ell, 'l'hcl'e are one 01' Lwo 
institutions Jll the COIOllf that can 1('lp III t h is (,Oll-

llectin:l. L~8t, \I'e ha\'e tile I\ode-bu Hospital I\'here nm'S('e< ('nn 
be train" ,l, :H?d ,llSO \\'e Ln\'e tlJC .iHatern it\, HIJ;-;J)itaJ and the Chilcl­
l'CJI'f-j Ho"pih !, Accrn, Th('se in sti tut ion's arc open to the people 
of :\~;1I11 i\h:;:k,nl for training in DUrSO) 1I'0rk ,lDel midwifery, It 
it, ()[' )OU ",: .d me to tell our people about it; it is I'm you and me 

- to ('nGOJ II';'f:(' "11(,il of our youngmen and II'Olllen, who are qnalificd, 
VI cnt.' !' I ~lro, i' ill"titut ions nnd lenrn t lle n,'\\' ideas so that in time 
they wi l: ';f'me b8Ck to !\..kim ;\b11ak\\n and help Ll S to ed ucate out' 
g ii'ls . 10 ha in 0 \1" ch ildren, and to Lu i1 ([ for o1lJ'sches a s trong :md 
.end ur lLg " (ltion ane1 eler inereas iJlg population, 

HceoJ1(11y, i ll the matter of child 'welfare and \\'omen '5 rehlCa­
,li O!l I\'e ] )~y"c t h e elementary schools, and also a few high schools 
h r girls DOt in Akini Abu akwa, but access ible to all elig ible, Akim 
Abuakwa girl s, I t hink we should send as mall Y of our gir ls to tbese 
places, und we Sh OLtld also see that our g irls in the elementary schools 
arc t augh t something of human physiology and child psychology. 
Le;-,soll ;-, in th ese s.ubj rcts can be g iven in most elem entary ways and 
t hey e;11} Le marlr interesting from scYerp,1 points of view, 

• 
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A thil·(l remedy is for every educated man, for all of us, to sup­
ply ourselves with such sources of information as will enable us 
to inipart the knowledge thus gained to those members of our family 
ol'cr \dl(lm we haye or should have some influence. You will recall 

I 
tbilu it is my intention to open a library for the educated people in 
Akim Abualnva and I hope tlwt when this library is opened 
useful bO"l,~ on the subject ,yill he ayaiJable for you and all our 
cd lIC,l tell ; ;·iencls. 

Life :~ one of the clearest things Oll this Earth, for although 
ill sp iri t the dead may st ill be "'ith us, in all temporal 
t hil1 gs I\e 8110Uld aim at preserving our liIe and health. It must 
Hot Le fwgotten that the strain and stress of the new civilised 
Ue-its motor and steam transport, its machinery, its preserved 
foods, its rapicl changes, its tl'aYel and bustle, all its constant de­
)]lando: upon our nel'l'OllS system ;tnd cnergy-;tre incomparably 
gre<ltl'J' '11~cl 11I0re exacting than Iy]wt am life used to be fifty years 
ilg'O . 'I'!'e conscquenccs of the new life (lcmand a much more ba­
L1llC'cd i1 'ld guarded 1\';t,Y of life for it is ef such a kind that the toll 
(If dC;lth tiJ~,t Ilmy come with it \\'(1uld he proportion::ttely higher 
tL;,i, \":11; the c;tse ,vith our rathcl's if \\e failed to take adequate 
I'l i)le '~ ~ iun to pl'esel'\'e and sustain our health amidst the new en­
yi l'u'1111cnt;t1 conditions. It shol1ld therefore be made a point in our 
J'1 8h- ll:'11 J,l'ogl'amme of progress to Ree thf1t in accepting the civilisa­
tiol1 of t}lC " 'biteman-its comfort and luxurY-11 e should also take 
mCiWllJ'('e; to Jive according to the health fcDc1 ;:nec1ical precepts of a 
civilised life . The care of health should be greater than our desire 
to ;nll;tRS individual wealth by the methods of the white man, for 
\,'!iil'out health we cannot enjoy wealth . Health without wealth is 
,)lillc1, and we::tlth without he;tlth is empty . 

The Elementary School. 
'1'11e next grade of education to which I should like you to direct 

y01ll' attention is what is known f1S the Elementary School, that is, 
tlJe school in wb icll the child enters (It the age of five or six or seven 
tu be instructed in those general ideas which will fit him to choose 
Lis vocation or enable him to proceed to a higher school for the pur­
poce of preparing for progress or ;t higher gr ade appointment in life. 
'II e elementary school is the place where a child should ' 'know some­
thing of everything and everything of something . " That is to say, 
it ip a school in which every child h::ts to be grounded in tLe element-
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;1I,n' ideas of seycrnl subjects to serve him ns <t hanelle or key or lev"" 
to' open the various mysteries of life in any pnrticular sphere of the 

_great battle of life chosen by him. 
The elementary school is intended to enable a child to go into 

-:fJ ny trade, to start as an apprentice, with a proper sense of the g raded 
"nIne of things. H e is t aught there to giYe proper respect for hi s 
family and the members of his business circle. He i:; taught in t he 

-elementary school to be a good member of hi s particular society. He 
is taught how to entertain a dutiful respect for hi " State, to gro\y and 

.. become a good citizen. He is tiHlglIt the nppropriate duty he owes 
to God and man, to loye lllall and to lo\'e Ood. Elementnryec1uea­
l.i(;ll should enable a ch ild to grow up \"ith enlightene(l idea s abont 
·hi :; relation to his brother man, to hi s family, to his cou ntry, and to 
',i'espect everything or eyeryman in the \\'orld thnt merits admirntion 
.an('! honour. 

The Artisan v. The Clerk. 
Secondly, the elemcntary school is a place \\'here a child learns 

those rudiments of "eyeryth ing" wll iell enable him to enter a YO C11-
.tional school, (Technic al or Trade or Secondary ,) \\'itb ou t the neces­
sity of going under sen-ice eitber as a ~en'ant or an apprentice , 'j' he 
hoy at the elementary school wi ll find tlHlt hi s apprent icesbip as a 
-Clerk, his choice of a commercial or vocat ion al school, and his e\'e11-
tU:l1 qualification at these lalter in st itu tions, become much easier 
ll('CaUSe of that good foundation to \\bich he driHecl him self in tbe 
-('Icmentary school. It is necessary for llS to elraw a clear lin e of 
di"tinetion bet\\'een the boy or g irl \\'ho stops at the highest standarcl 
~lt the elementary school, nnd tile boy or g irl \\'110 proceeds from that 
~(;hoo l into what is called a "SeeOll(lill'v " School, i,e , a vocationil.l or 
c0mmerc ial sellOol, Trade, '1'ecl)])ieal, or In sti tutional, by mean s of 
<"h ich he or she acquires a(lc1itional training which the boy or g irt 
who stops at the highest standard at the element-
"ry school may poss ibly obtain Linder the stil.te 
()f an apprenti.ce or probationer either as a 
-clerk or a manual worker, or as is more commonly the case, as a co­
co:" buyer. I wish you to understand this distinction becau se o\y ing 
.to !::tck of a sense of il.ppreciatiol1 bet\\'een the l1lil.n who leaves school 
WIthout a vocation-the "Clerk" that is, and th e man who does not 
leave scbool until he has acquired a VOCil.t iOll , a, commercial or busi­
nrss training, we are incapable of seeing that the artisan is really 
ml,ch better situated than the "Clerk" . 
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'1'he clerk stands to the vocationally trained man as 7 :9, or pel'­
<Laps less. In Akim Abuakwa you see the difference best when Y(}l! 
. compare the youngman who went to the Seminary with the one "\"ho 
ctopped at the Middle Schoo!. The Seminary student, having ac­
quired vocational training as a Teacher stands at a greater advantage 
of making a mark in the world than the one who entered the world 
after pass ing Standard VII. It is, in the nature of things, impos­
~ible for such a man to rise to a high standard of achievement unless 
le gave himself some sort of private or self-educat ion through which 
he might rise to equal the man who had spcnt two or four years in 
the Seminary. .. 

I hope you will make it a duty to see that any youngman of your 
acquain tance or any man "vho ha s a boy or girl in school does not 
]pave or permit his boy or girl to leave school until he or she has ac­
(i ll ircd a vocation , or is fairly on the way of Clcquiring CI training that 
will give him or her a better stat t1 s than thClt of the Clpprentice or pro­
b:ltioner . The passing of tle Governmellt Civil Service Examina­
tion is a fairly good tost whether a boy or girl m<1y adopt a business 
('.; 1'001' , especially if tbere is no chance fol' such bo~' or girl receiving 
lligher \'ocC1,tiona.l t rainin g at ono or otllOr of the Vocational Schools 
i: 1 the Colony. But first , 11'0 must by for ourselves a good founda­
tion in the olementary schoo!. 

The Vocational School. 

, iVith regard to Second ary or Commorcial Schools, i.e. schools 
·which train yo ungmon and young'women for a vocational career , I 
~ j 'ould like to call your attention to the fact that we have the Kibbi 
J unioi' Trado School at which boys can be trained to become master­
masons, carpenters, metal ,'Vorkers, or agriculturists, but it is a sur­
prising rovelation that although our Omanhene has, at great cost to 
the State, bad the Trado School established fo r us, the School is not 
p[1tronised by sons of tho soil as well as it should bo, for it appears 
Lhat a majority of the best boys now at the Trade 
School come from places a.s far away from Kibbi 
as Adda and Erobo-the people m those places 
ceing already colebrated for the ir industry- whilst our own boys dis­
regard the benofits of that institution, and CI majority of those who 
go to the School from Akim Abllakwa ha \'o not shown results as 
'Lpight as one should expect them to. I do hope th at you will let 
it be known to all your fri ends that it was a great act of foresight on 

·the part of our Omanhene to 11<1ve insisted npon the Trade School be-

c. 



43. 

!],g cstablished in Akim Aonak,yu, and we should be vcry greatly to 
I'~allle for our lack of vision in not patronising thc Trade ocboo1. 

There is a.lso the Tcdlllica l School at Accra, at ,yhich I'oca,t iona 1 
(,!' busilll'RS Training can be giH'll, and I do hope t.lwt as many friends 
or your acquaintance ,,-ill be Hchiscd to appreciate t he yalLle of send ­
:ng good boys to that inst itution, 

Besides these ,\'e ha I'e the ne,,'ly established Ac:himota Coliegl' 
:1t ,,'hieh yoeational training of a higher kind may be obtained, HlId 

,here is also the TeacIJCr~' 'rraining In stitlltion at Ah opong and 
}ccra at "hich Yoeati,llwl training of an appreciably high standa rd afl 
r Teacher may be obtained, ,\Ye haye fllRo the 
bune)' and Ag~iclllt\ll'al Schoo]..;, tbc a,chantage8 of 
"'hich cail lleycr be e:-::hanstcd, and I t rnqt that tl108C of 
e,lr YOll11g111('n ,yho (10 Dot likc to become' teachcrf:, or Trade Scholars 
\,'ill enter the SlII'yey and . ~GricuHllrfll 8rhook As 
regarc1~ the training for teflching, I ]leci! not 
emphasize its inestimablc y;lluc, f0r I clouLt not if 
:'ou are not :'our;:;rlt a product of tha t Tn:o;i itution, YOll haye an 
[,cquaintance or t,1'O ,,'!Jo haH' reeeiyccl their training in that institu­
tion, and :rou :1re "'ell Innl re hmy highly respected :lrc tllt' School 
'}'(,flc11c1':; , ... ho haw thus qualified for a higher yocation with profit to 
theD1~ell-cs, their brni l,\", and, th eir country, aDd of course, ind irwtl ,v 
to :1.11 men flnd "'omen 'rho comc in conta.ct ,yith them , 

The High School. 
Apart from the educatioll of the Clerk, thc lUlmc lllother, the 

:li,tisan, aDd the professional School Terrcher, there are other for-fill-' 
o[ training to which tbose youngmcll in AbuainTnlanci qualified by age 
ane! capacity may aspire , A fe,,' years flgO suc h ceDtres of higbce 
durational training could h,trc1ly he found iil the Colony , Cape 
Co<~"t, that ancieilt scat of learning, cntered for a ReJected cbss of 
Hllr!ents ,,-ith f;Oll1e of the products -0( which \"on hfl \'e no doubt eome· 
J:l contact, alld to-day th:Jt form of hig-her e(lucation has heen added 
t'l hy the great educat ional in st itution at Acllimota, Accrrr, It is 
herc that "'8 11111::;t expect to find om higher 8aJvation in ed ue:Jt ional 
;!,]Yance ,\Vc in Abuakw:1lanc1 should hal'c ]li),(1 to iD8tit lltc <t hi gh­
(,'I' educational centre for the trainillQ' of our ..,.outh bad Dot Achimota 
heen establishp(1. It ,Y f\f: fo r a long time tJ~e Rim of Si r o fori Attn 
to establish a boarding 8cbool for Boys an d Girls in Abuakwulan(1, 
and I hope it is not too btc for stcps to be taken to mect tllr rJcmuml 
bl'fore the need bccomes too acute , 

/ 

,/ 
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Now however that Achimota has, so to speal" been thrust upon 
11 :0 , our difficulties have beel) appreciably reduced, and I should like 
to feel that we in Akim Abuakwa have no intention of trampling up­
on this precious pearl as if unaware of the great yalue inherent there­
ill towards Ollr salvation. 

The English Educational System. 

In England they have (1) Elementary Schools of more or lcsi-l 
tlle type and standard of onr present elemcntary or primary GOI'ern­
ment and Missionary Schools; they have also (:2) Teclmical or 
olJsiness Schools of more or less the stn,Jl(la-rd of our Trade, 'l'ecbni­
cr,l. or 'rcachers' Training Institlltions, II sually"termed the Second­
:11'\' School. At these institution s students are prepared for techni­
c:il vocations, the school being cllicf ly concerned 'with the practical 
;ipplieation to industries of the prin ciples of science find of art. It 
i-; a place where all education lower than that of University rank, and 
ltl g-ber than that gil'ell ill tile primary f:lchools is bught. It gil'es 
a general education, educing tiJe whole faculties of' the stll<lcnt and 
l!:jt confining itself to the acquire!1lcnt h~' the pupil of t lJnt kind of 
1l1 strnctio n directeel simpl y at fitt ing n bov or girl to entcr hURiness 
in a subonlinate capacity. The term locfltionnl or secomlar~' school 
includes the "Grflmm rt1' Schoo l" as \\cll as tbc 'rrain i ng Im,titution 
for teachers, for tiJese scllOol s enable the pupils to kaye for tbe "'orld 
We'll prepared for appointmcnts in bu sill<'SS high er than that of the 
(Jerk, and they g i\'c nlso fill c);cclient preparfltion for professional 
;.t IJd ies sueb as med ic inc, law, agricult Ilrc, teaching, carpentry, 
llli1S0nry, nletal work, SUI'VC,\' , cngin('er ing , and tIl(:' professions of 
Hchit()ctmc, painting etc. It is alRo in the secon fhry school tbat 
gil' ls have a wide opportunity of being given prrrctical JeSSOlli' in clo­
J~1estic economy, as 'we ll as a t hol'Ollgh training in music and the fine' 
;, !· ts. 'l'her() are, a>; I lu'lYC said, nWIll' of snch schools scattered ill 
the Colony, til e most famolls being th;' lVIfa.l1tsipim at Cape Coast. 
th t ' RODlall Ca,tholic COlwents. t.l!A Technical School, Accra, the 4 
Trade Schools, the Teachers Training Institutions, the Suney 
Schools, and somr othrr Hi g]] Schools and Con-
yents (Wesleyan. CatllOlic flm] Presbyterian). It 
1S only for us to patroni se these Schools and our stand-
:'1"cl will rise to equal that of m<tny civilised countries . 

The Public School. 

(3) Besides the Elementary and the Seconclrtry, they haye· 
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in Englund, SOllle other form of School ,,,hich is LUu ch like the DecoJ1(1-
:try but diHers a little in tbat it gives a genera l or liberal education 
to its students of s lIch a kind that the student from any snch scboo l 
; ,tl1 enter into the world not Decessal'ilv with his vocation cut out for 
l.:lll , but rt'ady and prepared \\' ith tl18 ' larger end of making hiJll ht 
1.)1' high positions 01 managelllent and trust in all walks of lite . 'This 
j" ,,'hat is kUO'Yll in England as the Public School , where a rca lly 
first clap.s eelncation leading to the Uniw l's iti ('p. a nd to what is hlO\\,11 
in England as the "Scn'ices," is g iven. A boy who h ns p ap.~('d 
though tile junior ::;('ct ion of a Public School h as the ch oice or slIb­
jed::; for spec ial stud." that lllay determine hi s futu re careel'. 8J IOlJlcl 
Le decide to take th e "Class ical" eOUl'se in the Public Scl.iOol cuni­
r:~; lum, he ~l"Ould be preparing for an achanced course in the Uni\'er­
",ity 'with a I"ie,\' to a profess ion or to enter the high er brancb of tbe 
(i,il Senice. .More often, some of these boys arc the sons of in­
(l('pendent or \,"eaIthy pa rents who desire their sons to take to the 
polit ical life of gOlel'l1mellt in much the same "~cay as the du ck takes 
10 "-ater in that they haye not a great llrge to ,york for a li ,· ing . 
);1 any of these students ho,yever enter t he \vorld as profession a 1 01' 
ether leading men of note. If 11 o\\,e\"(' 1' a pub lic sc hool boy in stead 
of t ak ing tlte Class ic<l l COL1rse takes tlJC "Modern " Course in the 
~";cllOol, he begins to prepare for engieeering, or for some of th e 
leading positions ill tlt e eommercia 1 and industr ia l spheres, or he 
WHy prepare for the anwv or navy . In alW event a Puhlic Rehool 
l.(v comps out of the 8cbool and h om t he PniYeJ'flity a Fnll-f1edged 
wnster mind; lJe lllay serye as a cadet for a}lpOintlll e l~t in some nell' 
loca.lit}" bllt never a" an apprentice or karner. 

It has been sa id of the English Publi c RcllOolR that ll O eo untry 
ir. the world has institution R companLble to them "either in the 
("l,aracter of their aim, the sin gular blend ing of freedom and disci­
: ,l ine in the daily life of t he scbolar, the attention given to th(' fo rma-· 
lion of lofty character, which seems to be ::t.cgn ircd nlmost it utomati­
c.l ly, through the action of environment rath el' than of forma l in­
~' il'lJctiol1, " proyid ing as it does "all meallS for the pursuit of nthlc­
ii e" , a pursuit whieh has become more and more a pa.ssion with th e­
youth of England ," 

The Clerk v. The Secretary. 

In short, educat ion in a Public School-there are abo ut l70·­
Hleh schools in Great Britain-enables a man to take di rect ion of 
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c.:ITairs, of large concerns and big issues, without much need of the 
mechanism of practical experience. It is men of this type that. 
r~()me out to the Gold Coast, to tbe Secretariat for instance, to take 
up some of the highest posts in the Civil Service even though the 
~~.ge of anyone of them might not be half the age of one of the oldest 
clerks in the Secretariat . This state uf things is tolerated not be­
(""usc the youngman of 22 ,,'vho takes command over the old clerk 
of 45 is white, nor that the Secretariat Clerk is inferior in native 
<Ji'i li ty to the .rollng arrival, but because the authorities haye reason 
to consider tbe younger man to have gone through a course of 
tr:, ining that at once gives him all the ripe and rich experience of 
tbe long seHice clerk, and he 118,8 sometbing morc than that, he has 
-with him in tabloid form, the germ of initiative and executiye or 
H,l miuistrati\'e direction. This to a by minc1 may seem an absurd 
or:1er of thingI', but to tbc student of psychology it seems mltlLral 
\;uongh, since the supreme tGst of mentrrl quality is based upon the' 
hlld of systemntic training received 8,nc1 not upon the meckmic-aT 
g-J'owth of the lIlind, that is to sa~', a mfln who from an eflrly age­
tr:;.ins hi s mind to tLe highest possible perfection has a ,,-ider hreath 
for mental exercise than he who start" to belabour his mind with 
singular facts that comG to him in i"ol ntr(l form,, _ 

The University. 
(4) . Again in Enghnd they ha \'(~ the highest institution of 

learning, the University, at which l1JGD fil'e trained in a highly spe­
cia~isec1 manner, fit \\Licl1 the best schola1':': ",nd fi.uthoritie" cxcllfingG 
i'leas, and to wlJich students from tile Pllblic and other schools re­
Sl·rt to benefit by the eOLUrnullication of the best know]rclge that tbe 
time affords . '1'0 tbe University goes the student who has decieled 
11pon a classical or modern career to ]Jut finishing tonches to the 
]earning obtained at tbe Public Scbool ilnd other institutions of a 
roim il fll'l1aturr. Th e Uni\'e]'sity is a sort of corporation of all the 
higher co ll ege" devotee] to different branches of learning. I mllRt 
w"r;, you, 11owever, thflt the Un iVC'niity man is not one ,Tho has 
lrarliL everything. A Unil'ersity is a place where the best that 
then; is to know about anYOJW subject, or conneeted group of sub­
jects. if; tang-ht to the student desirouR of qualifying m: an authority 
or H, ,,':])0181' in the pa1'ticuhtr brrrnch of life he bfls cbosen to work 
ont a 8fllvatioLl for himself aml for hum anity . (The ancient Uni--
1'ersities WGre very exaeting ill whHt they expe~ted thei r students to ac-
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'Cl)lllplif'h, (Illel the life of men like :Mil1on who, a:-; a c1n,ssical scho­
Inr, i,new his Latin and Grcek, 11is Il'fathcl11at1Os and 8c1Oncc, French 
and Jl :1kll1 , Arabic and ~anskr i t, Ellgli::;lt prosc and poetry, and 
' " b o, h('~ i de~, loyed his coun try as \\'ell-,;\lO\YS that to be a U111Ve1'8 1-, 
tv l11:tIl in tile old clars wu<; to makc n11 the ,rorlel your unI verse or 
s'tIIC[\' , To-day, .110\\"'O\'er, 'Cnin'rsity mcn nre not ~llppose (l to know 
everything, There is specialisation to an efficient degree ns opposed 
to g( I1 l'l'a 11 sat io11, ) 

()f the fom grades of school;; nnc1 scats of lc<1rning fo und in En ' 
glaml, we h;\\'c on ly the fi r"t (J~lcment:l ry) and the second (Seco nd­
ary IJr Yocational ) ,yell cslah li shcd in tbe Gold Coast. The 1'ub­
lie; Sehr.()l has been or is ahout to he in(l'Odncc(l at "1('hi111oLa ahd that 
ma', k:"l 011 to t hc es(ahli:,;]llncllt of il eni\'C'H!ity at \rhi('h\l'c can 
(l("iU;l'0 thnt so rt of effic icllcY to cna l,l (' UR to take a large Rharc in 
til ; .:c:ntrol and direct ion o[ om 0\\'11 destil1Y , 

The Achimota fdodeJ. 

1\c1Iimotn., then, j ::; til e place wbere from Janu ary 1929 the 
t; t,jJ {'<'a st Colony is go ing to train nl en and women ,I'ho will gra­
dllillly i:('gin to a::;Sllllle the h igllCr appointments in the public and 
business life oI tite Colo])y , If \\'e ill 'llmabyalan cl wou ld like to 
take a share ill the great things that arc in btorC for the deyelop­
mcnt of this count ry-'\'e must rClllC'l1Jber the Gold Coast is RbU 
Ill!) pt'r cent , a raw ~ll1devl'lopcL1 portion of tllC smfilce of tho earth­
if Ill' ill Abuak"aJa1lCl are cunsclou<.; that if we fa iled to step bl'i sk­
h with the dance at Achilllota \\' e shall 10 to 15 years hence he lcl't 
I;, th;~ backgronnd like the wal l-flm\'er in a dance 11 all , then th is is 
:lic I :lllC fo r u..; to act, th is is the time fol' you ilnd mc and illl OUI' 
fr Ci1(:S to LIke acti \'c in tell':-;t in AcJl illlotiL and send 0111' cbil clren 
l!iCH' to sbare in making the puddin g anrl in eating it , Onr chil d­
],(';[ mu st from the Yery start sll ale in the inest imabl e bene fit s that 
nrc sure to accrue to tbe ('0]011\' from t ile frv its at AeJlimota , 

I yery sincerely and eamestly wish you to unden~tand that 
llll'OugllOut the whole of British "Vest Africa, perhilps in the wbole 
e tropical Africa, there is not a nnel' educational in stitution lil<e 
Achimota, and already we hear that the Eng of Abyssinia, the only 
wdependent African kingdom, has sought to send his children to 
Achimota for higher education ; this may be mere rumoUI', but it 
:f'hows also th at the olits ic1e "'orId are qnite alive to the tnlC and real 
Htlue of an in stitu tion like the one ,ye have with us , The product 



4$, 

·-of the Achimota idea,l will be the iitnest educational product anywher'e 
in Africa. 

The Cost of Achirnota. 

The greatest objection to Achimota is the cost. 
j;he present sca,le Achimota will cost:-

According to 

(1) F9r the I{indergarten puipl 4-6~ years of age £20 per annum; 

(2) For the prima,ry school pupil 6-12~ " £30 " 

(3) For the Secondary Student 12~-17 " £50 

.(4) For the University Student 17-21 " £75 

It has been obj ected that for a, child of fi ve to start school at the 
p,te of £ 20 a year is unheatd of and extraordinary. Those who 

..i).d,'ance this a,rgument forget perhaps that what Achimota intends 
to do to th e child is equally a novel thing, something th at is . 'unheard 

-of. " and of course who denies that Achimota is an extmordinary 
pl ace, an uncommon educa,tional insti tut ion as different from the old 
type of bush school as a push bike is from an automobile- ? - Admit­
teri ly it wo uld be a fine thing if the Government could make Achi­
mota a free in st itution where everybody could send hi s child at about 
th e same cost as tbe bush school which is largely responsible for 
th e present ecll1 ca,tiona.l predicari1ent or the country. But if Achimota 
were made free where 'would its value lie ? Should we persist ill 
liying in an ed uca,tion a,l world of darkness in which, as H egel once 
put it, "all cows are bla.ck ?" 

I don ' t suppu.:le that the Government h a,s r aised the Achimota 
st;md ard so high for the simple reason th at it wants to make money 
ont of it I believe the in tention is somehow to recruit to Achimo­
b only children who can be said to have come from good homes or 
good environment by the fact th at their parents are rich enough to 
pa.y a dear pri ce for th eir future welfare. If this "vere not the aim 

,of Government it would remain inexplica,blc why the Government 
:';!JOuld think it worth while to spend thousands of pounds at Achi-
mota only to make a parent pay £20 a year for a training which 

·could be obtained for the child at twent ieth tile cost ? Secondly 
i t seems to me that the Government intends to induce parents to 
$end to Achimota only those of their children who show a promise 
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-or an aptitude for higher training, for the (lenl at Achimota is 
"qu a lity" not " qu ant ity," or, <1B I hun: said somewhere "tulips 
jlOt roses , " Yery soon, ,,'!Jen the results of Achimota, begin to 
pllOW thelllsclycs, the Prince of '\Vales College "",ll be flooded ,yith 
npplieations tor admission, and if thell it \Yere frcc, tb e ideal before 
'.,: 18 founders would be kilh'd by tIl(> ll~ethocl of admitting a class of 

,(,hildren with no prm;pect of nt!s illlilntiJ\ ~' the icleas of JligllCr tl'n in­
i1l(:!', rarentt! \\ould begin to expcr i lllC,1t \\'it 11 t heir children n t 
Aehimota jn"t to ~cc "if m,\' child can do it too , " '1'11e re~ntlt ,rou lc[ 
11(' chaotic, 

In England p eople iJa H' colllC to lccognit;c Ole Pub] ie School to 
1)(' sO u~d111 and inc1ispcllc.,a !l!c a tiling th at t ho ll",alh ls of cJlilc1ren a rc 
y('nrly refuscd admission I'm' the s imple r eason tlUlt tJ\el'c is n o room 
,"0] all 'rllo wish to go th cn' , .\t plac('s like Eton, H;,!'l'ow, Rugby, 
\','inchestcl', and C'llH r1crl l(lllse, ,1 pan'nt who (lc;;ircs hi,; son to ob-
1:1in n Pnblic School ('llucalion 1ll1!St fil '"t l'cgistrl' tile cllild's name 
,~~ the School on thc \'('!'I' dnl' (If his birth , .\ child \\"hose name is 
t~llIS cllt~,! , C'c1 l'cmain " O!') tlt ~, waiting l ist of the particular P ublic 
~cllOO I ill1(l \\' ill jw ~lllmittl'c1 to the Sch()ol , if hl'ing ot ilCl'lYise qcwl i­
ficc!, thc l'C' is [1 Y<1C<lll('\' [01' ]lim on Jll '1 fllT iying fit the proper as-c , 
The same tiling mal" om' d:1)' happcll \I'itll \e hilI1ota , If you wan~ 
till' hest of ~'ollr clJilcll'cll '''cll pl'Ol'i(kd ft)l', YOli can J'O l do bette r tha n 
seek l'ntrnnce for thcm nOli' at .\cllimotfl, 'PWl1l t he yer v stad on l' 
)1lc)plc 1lll1"t he made to n'~lif;l' tIle Yfli L1C of Ac'himota, fI;1C1 yalne is 
lo Ij im \\'110 pa~'s, 

Its Value. 
\..F~t~'t iron. th esE specu~ ilti l' e c"'phnatioll s as to the cost of Ac lti­

JJ!OW, there is of COUl'se a rea l re ,tson for t he high fees, n amely, the 
,cost of jq>eping a child thel'l', in c luding lodging, food, gnnlCs and 
~rorts , Thc G()I'cl'nl)wnt sccms to contcnd that these things w ill 
,1, tually Hlllo Llnt to the figure quoted pel' :1ll11Um , '\Vh ether thi s is 
:,() or not, it is for our highcr luminaries Ht the Legislative Council 
a nc! thc Board of :Education to finc! ont , But let it be und erstood 
that although any o])e educated at AchilUota primarily obtains bene­
fit for lJimself and, may be, for hi s natiye State, yet remembering the 
saying that " it is mcn and not things tLat make a country great," 
'dlatel'cr benefits accrue to any Achimota product w ill be to the ulti­
mate good of thc w hole coun try , "Man ," says Ari stotle, "is a sociitl 
<ll im al ," and ])0 one man can Iiye for It imscl[ alon e or for his family 
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-Dr his State alone, however selfish he may be . In appealing to YOIl 

therefore to take interest in Achimota I do so in the beJief that the 
.benefit that a,ccrues to you and your family will eventually benefit 
thE' Akim Abuakwa State, and ultimately the whole of the people 
-of this Colony. If we in Abuakwaland fail to send onr children 
to this institution we shall have consciously deprived ourselves of 
fome of the highest [tdvantages for enlightened progress, and we 
~hall have failed to take [tn appreciable share in the burden of deyc­
loping this country, the land which gave us birth and being and to 
thE' destiny of which (1111' o>vn immediate dest iny is ilnchored. 

Conclusion. 

I should like to thank you for the patience you have sho,vn in 
r,;ucl ing this long letter. I do hope that I have been able to put 
my case 111 as plain a language as possible, for in writing to you on 
Lhese important topics, it was not my aim to achieve any rhetorical 
f~ffects . My method has been to use a common diction " .-ith tbe 
object of appeal ing to your proper sense for facts of ya lue. I trust 
tilat when you become convinced of the urgent necessity for taking 
eo-operative or individual action in any of tbe matters outlilied above 
you will take steps at once to effed reforms or urge things forward 
t::> realise your aim, for in ma,ny of the ma,ttel'S I have placed before 
you, it will be fata,l merely to wait and see . 

I shall be most happy to hem' from you as to any point on "'hich 
.?OU desire more informat ion, and if you will be so kind as to send 
me any suggestions, I shall place yours side by side with suggestions 
J eeeived from other quarters and publish a symposium of the differ­
tn t opinions expressed. 

An Apology to Gold Coast Youth. 

I feel I owe a,n apology to those educated sons of the Gold Coast 
who may take interest in this epistle as to wish that I had addressed 
it to all the educated people of the Colony, Ashanti, and the North­

-el n Territories. I should very much like to do this but for 
the fact that ha,d I done so the whole trend of the epistle would have 
la·lq~\1 !1 t.one of generality a,nd the result wouJd not have been tl~ 
effective and sa,tisfactory as one should wish. If however any 
·t'ducated person in the Gold Coa,st desiro:us of helping his native State. 
would only substitute for the name Akim Abualnnt, or Abuakwaland 
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tho name of hifl m\"n StatC'. I doubt Dot he \\"olllcllinci lhnl tlll"ollg liout 
this letter Lherc i::; scarcely allY thing that mighL not h:\\-(' he en 
meant for tbe people of his OWll State. These re l1lark~ apph I'nrLJ­
cll!arly to the sect ions on to\\"rl or \' il lagc cOlll1C'i lf- a nd g(lllcntioll, 
;Iild I trnf't those of 111\ fri('ncls nlld ot hn :lclllli rcr-;; ill til(' Colony 
\",110 are constantly ,niting to ll1C, ~l1lcl il lio whoRe h and s this Idle'r 
'Iln,y fall, ,,-ill be kind to \\Tite andlct me hn\-e their suggestl(ln s a 11(\ 
(Ol~mentR which ma.y 1)(' ]lublisbccl lalTl' for the gwa.[n and liigh(T 
i);tereRt of the Colony, \\' est A fricn, ;l nd the K egl'O rrcc_ 

In conclusion I should like to emphasize for YOl1r IWJ1ciit that 1 
bclieye in anything . such <1S llJ.e Trusteeship of the Brilisil Bmpire 
and the dewlopment of African institutional gOH'Tnments [rom the 
,·tntc in \r11ieh they arc llt present to a hi gher and better "tatc, which 
"ill rai se the Colony as a '\\-hole to a participation in tllORC highcr 
elements of human lI-eJl heing and bappincsR in \"h ie.1t 'l'l'lltb, BC';lll­
~v ana Goodness arc tilC eternal containers_ 

Ii in addressing this leHer to .'-Oll T ba\-c helped to srt aligliL the 
~I i ghtc"t spark of patri otic fen'our, I feel most s in c'CI('h' bappy to 

.l- ign myself, 

Cyiil,dr)r,) H'll); 

l(ibb i , .Akim. Al.nlQkl'."', 
11th Sept,em bel', 1\:)28_ 

'p.p. 
The Omission Of The Cocoa Tradfl. 

You w ill notirc, I think with Ro me regret that aJthoLlgh tbis ](,t,­
t-n- (:ov('rs a wide and yariecl l5l'ouocl in reganl to the probl ems of j', hi ~ 
country, it does not directly deyotc a paragraph to Tr[1.cle. Co mmerce 
t l f the Cocoa Inclustr.'-- . This om ission, I am rea.e1y to admit, if; a 
yn lirl g-rou ll (l for criticism, for COC08 hein,q the staplf' in dnsr,J'Y , vou 
"re: l'igll t ly en titled to expect th at i t ShO ll Jrl h0, sl)('c i811y rlC':1lt w ith 
it) the text aud not relegated to tho dovl;lrul hOllnur nf it l'(lste l iptn)'Y) . 

I dcsiFc to assure you that the excl usion of tra.de and COml1lrrr:" 

;yom th e text is intent ion a.l and not negligent , I h n,ye not om i tt~rJ 
,-he cocoa industry and its h ade because I ta ke them t o be negli gible; 
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tb ey h ave been omitted because i t was not m y inten t ion in this let-
1,e1" to discuss pure economic qucstions . As 1 said some,l'here in 
t hi s letter, every per~on, and eye)')' nation m ust h aye an ideal or goal 
as t he working plan of h is or i ts activity, and the am bit ion is rcaliz­
ab le in proportion as it is clear cut, di stinct, an d distinguisll ec1 . 

T hi s is an age of specialisat ion. It is th e age in 'I\"hich eve),y 
lrr;m or woman W110 'wishes to s Ll ceeed on a large and striking scale 
,,;lJOu lcl specialise or fully equip h imself in one particular problem 01' 

,:11 organic group of problems. The village carpenter who is the 
\ illage blac[csnllth as well cannot be both a good carpenter and a 
good blacksmitb, At best he can make a hobby of the one and a 
',ocati ull of the other. The clergyman who is a la,ryer as well can­
not be both a cle\'o ut parson and a clever aehocate , One simulation 
ll1ust Ge gi I'en up for the oth er , K or can t he de\'oted inyentol' be a 
.£:')0(1 dramatic critic, for It is not easy to combine origi.nality 'I\'itll 
tl!C' critical f~ Clllty , Aml so on , 

Trade :1nc1 the cocoa in(lusi ry arc proper subjects for the econo­
IJJi st to tackle , Economics is 1101. my special concel'll , I could 
be of b elt> in assisting to l1ll)'(\\'el tile economic tangle ,,-hic11 has in­
yoheclll s in om present illlpO\'(:: ]'i~.Jlm(,;lt, hut I havc chosen instead to 
'J~(, any talents I 11<1I'e in thc lutC'rC'st:-; oj social progresR , My ideal 
is to help to lllould tl1C conditions d life Jll this country to approacb 
till" le"el of tolerablc cu lture by llleans of educational and social adG 

jnstments . It is for those ,,:110 ha\'C' clJarged themselves 'I\'ith thC' 
dut V' of eciucating the c.ountry OJ] i ts economic needs to CODle fO]'\I'f1l'd 
;,t the appropr iate tillle and lead the country to its ,true placc in thC' 
ec.ollomic 11'0)'1(1 . In the nlti mak end i'oc'ial refo rm an d eC'onornics 
i1JHl]ve one allotlwl' . rEhel' a re both mea ll s t o the Summ um BO I11 II11, 

irad ing to Ow highest realisation of the' Good. but t ll e ethi ca'] in 
'ire intcrcsts me morc th:=m the econolllil', and I enli st :vour special 
f'vll1pathy find assistance in any snggeRtiol1s of mine whi c.h n.ppea l 
in your r ationa l COlll' iction , 

Gold Coast Students Association, London. 
Perh aps, I sh ould assu re you further th n.t th e above Rtn.tement 

1" not someth ing th at h as come out of lllC' as an after-thought . It­
]l rL!=i been my dec lrLred aim ('ye r since I h ad an opportunity of de­
c laring openly w1ll1t sh are I intended to :1ssnme in the labour of de­
veloping thi s country and its people in accord with moc1C'1'll Rt ancl arc1 s 



53. 

pr ciyilised life . It \I-as at a spccial mecting of t he Gold Coast 
Stnclent~ .As~oeiation, London, that I made thc deeia ratlOn to (levote 
my 81:<11'e hOllrs to t he study anti propagation of f)oc inl and ed ucnt ioI1- I­
al rciorms. 

PerhapN I am rewaling a Renci ill inform ing yon t h at 1t is a 
lwrt of the original constitutIOn oI lhnt Association ior eycry lllcllliler 
to sign Ol" subscrihe to a declaration !Setting forth the particular Sph·!T 
or l ite in \rhicli he intelld" to take a han,l 111 the progre,;s ,)[ 111 c Co-
10m· when he COll!l'R ilHCk h UUl t' to \york in the 
(';old Coa"t . ~Olll(' Illcl11iler" of the A:,socia -
Lon declared for Inl"alltil" mortality, (,then; Iur Tnlde and 
('Ul1ll1ll'!TC', others ror Snnitalion, other;; Ior research into 'lfrican 
}Ie! ],." and others ror otll('1" hrpl1t·lJes of IJe. I Digned for Social 
<'11(1 Educational Reform, nnc1 I think I nm in on e w:w redeeming thr 
l)legtle I giwe to the mel111wrr; of tile (1:( ,1(1 Coast Ntukllt-; 1I.s"oc!at i ol1 
; 1 making the contents oI this letl"!" [\\ ,~ihhlc for eH')"Y pel"<:o:1 ill t11(' 
(' olon,\· . 

Some Requhit2s Of Tn,~? 
Lest you blwuld be misled as to my intentions, 1 desire to gi\' e 

·1 few Inm:; on tlle prlluary requisites of 'l 'rade and Commerce. 1 
J)('lic\"(: that any cOllllllCl cial or trade undertaking \\·L.icll aill1f5 at nll­

l_ilalitied SHcce,,::; lliUDt in the first place recognise the importance of \ 
l umbination. Competition is only successful when the competing 
forces co-operate \ntlllll and without lhemseh"el3 to cany ont certnill , (~. 
(:0terminecl objectin;s . Such combinations may take the form of (".()- \ 
lperatiYe societies ,,-herein, for instance , Ltrl1lenl engagcd in tl)(' 
cocoa industry agree to market their produce at pnrticul~tr centres or ' 
;0 pn r ticnlnr people or to pOllle people in general \y110 r epresent t h eir 
;.nterests and nrc preparcd to shRl"e the pl"Oiits of middlemen \Iith the 
IJl·oclllcers_ Seyeral of such co-opcra ti \'c systems Ilft \ ' C bcen brough t 
to the noticc of tile cocon ff1rl1le r fl in this count rY, aDd I des ire to ad­
y jRe thnt j f upon cn.re[ul iDYcstigatiolls you nnd :)'our L·iencls conclude 
th at any particu lar co-opcrati vc Systc'lll wlth suificient guarimtced 
capital beh ind it, wi ll ensure a good r ciurn to t he p eople, DO stone 
f..bould be left unturnec1 to get sneh a s\'"tcm supported for tIl(' b811c­
nL of the farmers . An other form of COlllh inat ion is t h e nma]ga m n­
tion of identical inter es ts under the di rec tion of a s in glc grOllp for 
the benefit of the owners . Such combinati on s no dou bt bri ng \\-calt h 
to the people so combined. In the cocoa ind ustry in p articular , it: 

/ 
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crings , 'i'caIth to t he middleman, t he cocoa buyer , but it does not 
bring as much r eturn to the fanner as the co-operative syst em seems 
to en sure to him. However if yon and your friends find that the 
cv-operative flystem is, owing to ~lpparent'Jn,ck of confldence, unwork­
able, it is for YO ll to "eek out methods by \\'h ich you can capture some 
(If the enormous returns wh ich in ~tead or being resen 'ed in th is 
country, are ye<1rl y being exported by the merch'ants and other mid­
(: lemen into foreign countries . 

Trust and Confidence in Trade. 

The second essential of a successful trade or commercial under ­
tak ing is the cr eat ion and lllaintenance of confidence an d trust. Tell 
:. our friend s not to be misled into belieyillg that the whi te trader who 
advances money to tbe tune of £1000 or more against a deposit a.nd 
~,'cmity of about £150 ca.flh and £:200 cstate, does so III the belief 
that £350 i" good compensation for £lOO(). vVhat h e desires to pro­
JJlOte is a system of mutllal confidencc and t ru st, for ,,-hcre these arc 
Il ,)t in evic1ence credit di sappears, and wiill it, the a.ssurance and sup­
port t hat cO lllrl come f roIlt B;lnkerii apei Pinanciers. It is an 
elementary rule of economics to reali "" tbat with eycry brcakdo\\'Jl 
of a single eOl1lmercial engagelllelli, the "alue of money depreciat.cf; 
ilild the repe rcussion of suell depn'ciatiol1 on the ~tandard of gold 

, "':1Iue at the Bank rcficc:ts itself in ('\'CI'\' (1ctail of tra,de . The enor-
~ ii OUS flu ctnations ancl in stabijiti es in tl;'e l'oeoa, market are due main­
j y t,c, the loss of confidence and the hetrayal of trust, and w ith eyer)' 

J hrpa.kdown of trade arrangements, fl, lil((' clHmge t akefl place on the' 
cocoa market and a sympathetiC' reduction of price in cocoa is foreed 
upon the poor farmer. It is therefore essential for our t rade pros­
perity that ,\'e shoulc1 stud y the benefits or eomm eJ'ci al securi ty, trust, 
and confidence, RO that not only ill the cocoa tradc, but in eycry afl­
lwei of COlnm erce and industry, \I'C should be able to compete witll 
t.hE' tra,der wllo comcs into {,hc country , llOwevc r big his capita l 
might be . . 

A third essent ial of successful trade operations is the proper 
e,ploitation of trdent. INhere it is recognised that any particular 
ua.n ha.s talents suitahle for large ind1lf;tl' ial or commercial concerns , 
h E' should be g iYen a. chance, eq u a. l to his ta.lent, for excr cising 
hi!" capacity in the interest::; of this cOl1 lltry . That atmosphere of 
susp icion of the stranger, ihe rnan not of our group, or our race, 
sbould not be allowed to enter the domains of trade, for without brains. 
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-well equipped fo r a specia l aspect of business we \Voulll be left behind 
l :~ the race for economic control. Let us cast a way from us Ollr 

_;ra lousies and prejudices, and g ive proper scope for the exploita tion 
Gf commercia l ta lent for the good of the country . 

Cocoa Plantations. 

As to the cocoa industry ibdf, I should , ,,am yo u and all our 
; ricnds , the farmers, that til e growth , care , and preparation of co­
coa arc aspects of an important industry tha t r equire Yery s)'stcma­
-tic and careful h andling, and tb e farm er should nt all limes a \,,,il 
l!imself of the best technica l n(hice th ;) t CO Ill es to llil ll , turough hi s 
' ell ief or oth er agency, from th e gO I'(' l'I1 ll1cnt a nd 
other Agri cultural OB'ice rs 11\ t he cou ntry. I de-
>' lre to r ecomlliend to YOlIr H'U OU <; r-; t ll (h : and practice 
(,yer) piece of nd\'ice or in fo rmatillJl tllat lIlaV realcl! yon from 

--the Agricultural OfJi cer s OJ" h om the .'tg ri eu lt llrnl Society ,\'11 ich 
tHts recentl y been eRtabl ishefl in I\ him Abuftk "·a . 

Cocoa Buying Centres . 

\Ve in )l.!)uak\ra land "hould endea\'o ur to ))la ke a good r cturn 
I}Y establishing a large cenlral llIa rket fo r cocoa at 011 e of the R uil-

I "ay Stations ill ~\"kim 1\..b ua kll u. It is possible £or 1).S to station HC­
Wet and \\'cll picked cocoa buyers at slICh stations 11 " Talo or A ny i ­
ll a lll ,,' !J ose businc:::s will be to b llY t ile bct>[ possib le cocoa and sell 
i t to the best buye r:; . In tli at way \\'e I'h aJl grad ually establish ;1 

llame and a brand for Akim .\buak wa Coeoit, and with a good gr ade 
once established the farmer \" ill obtain an ussuranC'e of good Rt and­
an1 price for the st ::llld anl q ualit .\" ,\ hieb th e except iona l labour 110 
~ ; as put in b iH [!l'O(luce en courages Ilim to expect. IVe Cfl l1 select a 
p lace like T afo or ~\ny il1a Jll il S an exprrimen tnJ 8tat ioll for buying 
ft nd markettng tbe best and on ly th e best cocoa. III t ime to come 
the European trader ,, 110 11 fts ahr ftYR got a n eye for a good t h ing, 
'yill be forced to recogn ise tllat " T afo Coroa " 0)" the "An} i lHl ~11 
B rand" is a synonym for " good cocoa" , and th e mai ntenrmc~ of 

-t !lUt qualiti may revolutioni se th e whole basis of the cocoa trade ill 
Akim Abuakwa . 

It is not easy to establish such a s tandard ~uality for Abuak\ya, 
'-cocoa unless lye induce as many of our farmers to sell their cocoa to 
rrpresentative buyers at Central Depots, itnd the best way to r eitch 
.the generalIty of fft rruers is through th e Ch iefs and ru lerR of the 
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,.country, I therefore advise that you get into touch with the farmers, 
ihrough the Chiefs or other representative men so as to give them 
,ill assura,nce th at they could have a reasonable expectation of a 

,constant level of high price if 

(1) They would always produce the best cocoa; 

(2) Sell at recognised Buying Centres to representative State­

Buyers who are instructed to buy the best; and 
(3) Maintain a high tradition of good cocoa and a constant 

supply of large quantities. 
This third is a \'cry important point, for it ,Till be impossible 

IO creatc any impression upon the Colony's Cocoa trade unless the 
greatest portion, it not all, of the cocoa from Ak im Abuakwa were 
prepared to the standard of "Tafo or Any inam grade." 

Such a scheme is only 'YOlkahle "'ith the support of the Chiefs 
and of tllc big commercial concerns , If the latter, like C:tdbury 
fm d Fry's, a re prepared to offer tllC best prices for the best cocoa, 
t1lere is no rea son ,yhy our Chiefs shoul(] not gi'l'c their support to 
1he schemc, gil' ing due recognition to th ose of the Traders' cocoa 
buvel's and a,gents ,",ho might give ac:surance to the State of their 
'w illingness to buy the best and only the best . 

VaIne for Money. 

Tile aim of such a scheme is t\\'o£old. F irst, it is to reafize for 
the farmer a high level of standard price for his produce; and second, 
it is intended to demonstrate to the farmer that good work has good 
value, :1 nd th" t the more he combines with his fellow workers to pro­
d llce Jl0ne but the best cocoa, the m,ore he will ga in from the result 
i:>f his labours, 

As you are a ware, the method adopted by the State in recent 
years to ensure the marketing of good cocoa wn,s by inspection by 
State officers wbo hn,d no interest in the cocoa other than the fact of 
cptcring up the name of the fn,rmer with bn,d COCO:1 for a crimin al 
su mmons to be issued against him. Now the local cocoa Inspector 
is thoroughly powerless to educate the farmer as to the need for 
gl)oo cocoa , At best he tells him that if he brings bad cocoa on the 
market he will be fined 5/-. H e does 110t t ell him what "good" 
cocoa may bring to him. And what is a fine of 5/- or even £1 to 
ihe farmer who, after the Inspector 's summons, is sure to realise as 
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llIuch for his cocoa as his fortunate brothel' \yJ1O, [or one reason or 
the otter, was not detected and nnf'cl? 

Locd inspection of cocoa cannot have any direct eHeot on the 
huyer or trader. '1'he latter can ollly be Llrged to buy the best if in 
lJllying bad cocoa he is pre\'e nted hom 8~ lipping same N selling it 
to any other Trader. '1'be only way in \y hicu cocoa inspection can 
profit the country is by \\'ay of i Ispection at the port of shipment . 
. ~otbing cnn be more effecti\"e tll,)!1 that Ilwtbo(l. The Trader knows 
t!liR to be true, and RO, I think doe;, the GovcrllJnent. But of course 
'Ilch a la\y Ii'i ll be Ycry difficult to p lace on t he Rtatute book of tIle 
COIO;lY, and I can only inyite YO ll to cons ider the a iternati'"e p lan to 
('lSLln: the sale and purchasc of " the hest quality cocoa," which !la,s 
j;cen briefly outlined above. 

I bope also tbat by estab lishing central buying places at one or 
''',YO of our important TIa ihyay StiitiollS we shall he able to h ave om' 
() \V1l hoforidua or Nkaw},aw ~Uell as the New Juaben s and the Kwa-
1111 :' have been able to do. vVe shou ld be a,bl e in Ab ual"l";'thllld to 
{1"'~,lte a real township of good substa nti al buildings for the new 
trade so as not to be bested out of om rightfl by our own inaction and 
inertia. 

;. 
t 

'" 

Ref;pectfu lly yours, 

J. B. D. 



.,sOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 
AKI~'~ ABUKWA HAN BOOK (FORST ER GROOM) 5/-

Comains a biography of Nana Sir Ofori Alta, K. B . E., a History of Akim 
Abuakwa; nU'nerous portraits and pictures; with two Maps-political and indus­
trial. 

"A valuable compendium. It bristles with information regarding hith er-
to Ll npubt:~heri fa cts regarding the s tate of Akim Abuakwa from the time of its 
protection L,nder the British rule in 1867 up to the present.' '-Gold Coast 
Spectator. 
~1~~s \'Nw~K1~D l-.X~S~~~DTL~~~~!)E?gi~. 10~~OA~r-?DISPENSAB lE COMPANION VOLUMES. 

"No better written book of travel is extant in the English language"- Sun­
!iay Tim es 

"The two books will also fill a long existing void in relation to author ita­
li,le literature regarding the laws and customs of the peoples of the Akan -Twi 
pusuasi cn . ,The anthropological value of Akan Laws and Customs cannot 
be over-estimated. " - Gold Coast Independent: 

" a class ic . T:le style is ornate , cleverly conceived and exe-
cutr;d " - Goitl Coast Spectalor. 

" th is v el y lu\! and ace u!"'<tc account of Akan government and 
ley. . 1\ '1 , Df, nqu8h IT'211oges to be impersonal and objective in a most exem -
plary fashiL n, and there is a legal precision in his language which likewise helps 
to lend a scientific air to the whole treatment. ' '--The Times . (London) 

" The book deserves to be y.,idel y read , especially by thc3e who have 
d'oal \', i,n native problei'~3 , "-Nation. 

to 

"A schoially and valuable first-ha nd contribution to the scanty literature 
av~ i ln bl e to Eurpean Gi1C American readers, v, ho need something more thor: ugh­
?;01ng a nd authoritative than traveller 's tales about the manners and customs cf 
[h ~ Afliean . "-Scoisman. 

"In ' the French language, in edit is 
hi ~hly .a,J;licable 10 CGses Ln Akall L" .. 
exceiien t English, of an African Pai'amcu,' 

an adjective of high praise. It IS 

h sh is a collection cf judgme:1ts, in 
~hie f. . The learned will dis-

cover this book for themselves. We LJ" men d it to the attention of ama-
'~urs . " -New Statesman. 

"Mr. Danquah's book ccmes at the right moment. . His lucid ex-
planation as to the various personages and offic ials in Eastern Akim, from the 
Omanhene (Paramount Chief) down to the bearers of his stool, with an a~count 
G; th ei r pr ivileges, powers, and duties, is most valuabl~ . "-West Africa, 

"These two books on the laws and customs of the Akan people, by a bril­
liant member of the race, are a usefu l compendium of material for that study of 

",l': ~ history , trad itiens, and psychology of the African which European admin is ­
)' trators and educators agree with African leaders of thought in regarding as 

essentia l for those who as;J ire to assist the Africans in the development imposed 
, 1 ;j 'e!'; b:; c0nt:;r ! with E',jropean legal , political, and economic ideas.' '-Afri -
C . :! :~ ·orlJ . 

If all ex-"I cannot refrain from complimenting you Uj: Cl1 the lucid text. 
pens would W I ite in the same clear Engl ish , technical works would be 
frcQ'-'''' ":try read and understood by ordinary readers like myself. 

more 
They 

certainly sweep away a gi eat deal of Ire nonsense that has been sa id and writ­
ten dcl:"r:g the last thirty years concerning the Gold Coasf Trib[;l laws and cus­
tom s ,"-Major-General W. H. Grey, G.B., G.M.G , 

"One of the most brilli ant A fricans who are new t2king up the study and 
inte rpretation of the ir native spiritual ideas is Dr. Danquah in his Akan Laws 
.and Customs."-W.F.H. in the African World . 

THE ABOV E-NAMED BOOKS ARE OBTAINABLE FROM THE PUBLISIHERS AN D 
FROM THE W ESLEYAN METHODIST BOOK DEPOT. P. O. B0X tOO , ACGRA: THE SCOTTISH 
MI ~510N BOO K OEPCT ACc .-<A , MR. K. T. A. DANQUAH, OFORl PANIN FIE. KIBSI : M R . 
J, Q. OA NSQ , P. O. BO X 420, ACCRA: LIEUT.-COL. J. H. L EVY. O.S .O .. O . B.E .. AB BEY 
HOUSE. 8, V I CTO R I A STRE E T , LONDON. s .W.1. 
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