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To the¢ EDUCATED YOUNGMAN
in
AKIM ABUAKWA,

My Dear Sir,

T desize . o address you and - oall. the edu-
cabed = persons {° in- Akim  Abuakwa on a4 few topics
ef importance to the national well heine of Ak 1 m

Abnakwa. This communication is rendered necessary and opportune
in view of the phemomenal succes of the visit to England of Nana-
Oturafo Sir Ofori Atta, our esteemed ruler. A few months ago I had
the honour of addressing you at the Rec ption given by you to me at

Nibbi, and vou will recall that some of the problems  dealt with in

tlis paper were touched upon by me in my speech. e fie | slpn of
Iy address was for great words, and not well suited Lor active do-
iug‘:x'. Besides, my stay in England had been so long, and T stood out

ANONZSL YOU 48 & unique person, being at that time, the only son of
Abuakwaland who had had to deliver a public  report on  his return
home from England. T said many things in my address which pos-
stbly were of interest, but which could not be pressed to their logical
consequence in view of the singular position T then occupied.

Now however that our esteenied Cmanhene has oone to England to
sie things for himself; now that one prominent member of your Union,
My. Charles K. Asante has gone to study things at first hand: and now
that a Chief like the Jasehene Kwadjo Pippim of Kwabeng,  and a

Stool Heir like my friend Mr. A, . Appiakorang have all come back
to Abuakwaland as living witnesses of the paragon system of life ob-
taining in the British Isles, T feel that T must write to enlist your ac-
tive sympatly and co-operation in the task that lies before tho men
-and woren of Akim Abuakwa who are charged or have charged them-
selves (and what true son of Abuakwaland is not so charged ?) with
the duty of seeing that there should be progress and prosperity and. en-
lightenment for cur great State.

T feel that in writing to you in the form of 1 letter and
langnage as is customary between acquaintances
Truitful resvlt: for T desire to give each and every one of you an oppor-
tunity [or studying a few of our problems at his own leisure and to re-
<ord bis suggestions in lis own wav and at his liberty.

in plain
» my appeal will bear
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National Ideals.

One special reason for writing to you is because of my conviction
that no nation can well succeed in the active exercise of its energy
unless the people of that country be fired with an ideal goal or object
which,—consciously or unconsciously—every man, woman or child ac-
cepts as the moving power behind the central plane of his or her life.
Nobizdy can well succeed in life who has not a definite ideal, an ambi-
tion, or goal, towards which he aims, and the higher the ambition or
1deal the greater the resulting success or achievement.

We in Akim Abuakwa have an ideal. I believe that ideal to be
that in <o far as in our power lies the Akim Abuakwa State should
rise from a consciousness of its lower condition to a realisation of an
ideal of the highest modern culture.  We in Abuakwaland are pre-
pared to accept the conditions of advance imposed upon us by enlight-
ened enlvare, but we are not prepared for a wholesale sacrifice or dis-
regard of the basic prineiples of our traditional forms of rule and gov-
crnment.  Our aim is to rise in harmony with the foremost and pro-
gressive States 1n  the Colony. Bythis I do not mean
ihat we should excel in what may be called advanced political
leaderahip in the Gold Coast.  Nor do I mean that Akim Abuakwa
should have ag many lawyers or doctors, or surveyors as can be found
m Accra or Cape Coast.  Lawyers have their uses not only as legal
practitioners but also as men who are well equipped to shape the con-
stitutional polity of any State.  But the vogie of the lawyer as law-
ver, or of the doctor or surveyor as such, shonld not be allowed to over-
shadow the issue before us.  These are not the ideals for the Akim
Abunakwa State. At least, not its main ideals. We want something
bigeer than the success of the individual, we want something that
means the suceess of all.

T love Akim Abuakwa. There are many States in the Gold Coast
which I Tove, but I love Akim Abuakwa best. But I do not love Alkim
Abuakwa simply because it 1s the land which gave me birth. That is
the way of the blind patriot, the man of sentimental loyalty and fanatie
cmotionalism. It 1s not the way of one who believes that emotion
should be tempered by justice, sympathy by truth. My love for Akim
Abuakwa 1% Justified by the fact that its ideals appeal to my patriotic
fervour.  Akim Abuakwa seems to me to have a point of view whicke
1s the best point of view to which any State in the Gold Coast can #s-
pire. 1 believe this ideal to actuate you all and I therefore appeal to
vou to maintain unimpaired, the desire to rise from progress to pro-
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gress and to seek means for bringing about those conditions of lfe
which, without leading us to sacrifice our national pride and unity,
will on the other hand lead us to embrace the higher culture. In all
this thiere is nothing that necessarily compels us to permit the shackles
of an ontworn civilisation to prevent us from seeing the light ahead of

LS.

Belief in the Suman-Sebe.

The st of the matters to which I desire to call your attention is
the excessive belief by all classes in the potency of the Suman-Sebe,
the belet in charms, talismans, and amulets. It is my personal ex-

perience that this belief is not only useless, but it is wrong, pernicious
and evil.

I want it to be clearly understood that I am not referring to the
worship of Fetish or Obosom as national or family gods. So far as
you are concerned I have no fear in respect thereto. Hvery person
who has been to school and has been instructed in the rudiments of
religion reacily believes that the worship of God through the medium
of any s0it of 1dol made by human hands 1s not the best and highest
forni of religious expression, for it is realised that it does not call into
action the highest mental faculties of man for religious devotion. The
100t ol the Fetish or Obosom is in the earth and is therefore earthly.
15 has not the sublimity of divine origin and lacks the elevating ele-
ments which should be present in every true religion to raise a man’s
soul heavenward to a contemplation of higher things.

Gn the other hand, I am not prepared at the present level of our
general education to advise the radical or ‘‘root-and-branch’ aboli-
tion or destruction of the national fetish. The Obosom has its uses;
at least, for a great majority of the people it provides a necessary
pivat for religious devotion and moral restraint of a kind. For that |
reason I should be the last person to advocate the policy of foreibly |
undermining the people’s belief in the various Abosom. We should
anly be creating the worst possible forms of moral standards for the
pcople were we to insist on the immediate abandonment of their Fe-
tishes without any prospect of substituting for them a better and meore
mtense form of belief.  In this connection I should mention that T
include in the term Abosom any form of Fetish or religious cult, be it
so moderiin origin, which has not been proved to be generally ewil,
but whicli has a sanction of a more or less public and not of a private
character.  Christian as T am, I am not ashamed to advocate the
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above theory, well believing that until the minds of the people are well
saturated with what education can teach as regards the sanctions of
trne religion, it will be rash and dangerous to deprive them of a strong
arnd ceutral belief. ~The Christian religion, as you all know, is not,
or has ceased to be, a merely passionate religion. Religious fana.
ticism is unknown to-day in Christendom, and with the disappearance:
of that superabundance of emotional belief, the belief of the Christian
in the goodness of God and of man has come to have its spring of

“action in imaginative intellectualism.  This is to say, since the

Christian religion is not to-day based on the Faith and Obedience of
the Catholie persuasion, but rather on the higher ideas of Truth and
Love, it 1s not easy for any people for whom the absolute values of life,
Truth. Goodness and Beauty, have not yet crystallised themselves in
their mode of life and thought, to rise with the unity of one man in
acceptation of Christianity as a national religion.  This consequence
will come; it 1s bound to come with the increase of education; but its
advent will be gradual, and until that time comes, some form of reli-
gion be 1t so traditionally low in ideal, must be preserved among the
people in order to maintain and sustain their moral life on an accept- \/
able and recognizable standard of moral value.

The plain fact of the matter 1s that every form of fetishism whieh
has not a public sanction, that is to say, the influence of which is not
heid to affect the whole or a majority of the members of a particular
conununity, 2 town, tribe, or nation, should not be regarded as a use-
ful fersh. A fetish is useful in proportion to the number of persons
in regsid to whom it is held to exercise direct influence in regard to

.,;;:,;\” Mr;ﬂli[otlxh(. _are bad and evil.

Now as vou are well aware, the Suman-Sebe is the most exclusive
of all fetishes in that it concerns only the individual or private person
who has had it made for him. \ga]mt all other persons in the wide:

world, it 1s, or 1s intended to exercise evil influences.  You will here:
pexmit me to do a little sermonizing.

The Suman-Sebe to enable one to gain favourable opinion  with
other persons 1s evil because it i intended to force a human being
against his will to take a person into his confidence who might not
otherwise be fit for such confidence. The Suman-Sebe to protect one
from witcheralt and poisons and such like beliefs in low class super-
stitions are all evil because they foster the belief that witcheraft and
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poisoning and sympathetic magic are all true and compatible with a
true belief in God, or are such as can be held to be part of an advanced
or =nlightened culture. ~The Suman-Sebe to enable a man to succeed
in his business or calling is equally evil, be ause by placing our reli-
ance on such powers of the lower beings we alienate from ourselves -
the most divine, the most powerful vehicle of human activity — which
Goed gave to each and every one of us, namely:— the spontaneous de-
velopment and excrcise of our own will power.  Such belief has per-
colated through even to young school boys and it is quite common to
see members of school football teams placing implicit reliance on the
Suman-Sebe which a worthless Mohammedan or pagan charlatan had
given them.
Will-Power v. Suman.

I want you to note this: The world is governed by will power.
The world was created by a Divine Will Power, that is to say, by a
Creative Will, and man can only be saved by a correct exercise of that
will power which the Creative Intelligence so kindly gave to every one
of us as participators of the original Creative Will. Tt is a disgrace-
ful and ungrateful abuse of the gift of God to prostitute our will
power Hv making it subservient to an evil genius whose chief claim on
the allsgiance of human kind is its successful exploitation of our
ignorance.

Not only that. By relying ¢n the Suman-Sebe a man automat-
1cally loses his self-control, and with the disappearance of that, all
selt-confidence escapes from him.  He begins to live in the belief that
the Svman will do all he wants for him.  That is to say, he prosti-
tutes his will power.  There are many successful men in our world,
and scine of these successful men on the Gold Coast probably believe
thet triey became successful through the potency of some quite com-
mon-p'ace verses of the Koran or some cabalistic writings which were
copiel for him in an unknown language tied up and wrapped in cotton
thread. and which he either kept under his pillow or wore underneath
Lis clohes next to his heart.  But was it really this talisman that
brought success to this man ?  Was it not rather his own will power,
h's own determination to succeed that carried him through ard againss
the ol:=tacles of life despite the undecipherable writings on the parch-
ment or goat skin 2 (Our own Bible containg as many or more pre-
cious passages than can be found in the Koran: if you want a talisman
copy any good verse of the Psalms of David | T can assure you it
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will have the same effect or non-effect as the Koranic verses in.
Arabie, but first you must fast for seven days and indulge in holy
contemplation!;

A man who believes that his success depends upon a certain amu--
let or talisman given to him by an indigent beggar of g charlatan who-
does ret himselt know the meaning of life, such a man will utterly
51l to make a mark in the world, for, not believing that through self--
will alone he could achieve whatever 1s huinanly possible he gives-
Fimself over to certain limitations set by the Suman-Sebe, and there-
by becomes adicted to indolence, to uncreative activity; he lives perpe-
tually in the belief that whatever happens, whether he exercises his
will power or not, the Suman-Sebe will save him, will procure success-
for him—a quite erroneous and superstitious belief.  The main re-
salt is that the man is led naturally to take a defensive attitude to-
wards life, he does not see that the successful man is he who success-
fully attacks life and conquers life’s obstacles.  He does not see that
a defeasive attitude towards life 1s the confession of failure, and that
the m=n 1s most successtul who goes out of the ordinary run of life te
do things. to exercise his creative power, to attempt such fresh lines of
activity which the Suman-Sebe is never capable of doing for him. The
Saman-Sebe cannot put the spurs of life into him. At best what the
maker of th: Suman-Sebe tells him is this:  ““You fool, you thinlk I
am a God to be able to refashion your nature. I can’t. But I can do
this.  Take this with you, go home and wear it and you shall have-
the power you desire.””  But does the Sebe give him power ?  No. Ifiyy |
1s rathier the act of giving, the auto-suggestion from the malker of t}le);\-‘
Suman-Sebe that fills the man sham of confidence with the spark for 0“
a renewed confidence. Ay a matter of fact he gets nothirng perman-
ent from the auto-suggestion.  Tet him infringe a rule against it, .’r(
and he hegins to fear the power is gone.  This brietly is the psycholo-
gv of the Suman-Sebe. Tt can only make the wearer hope that all wilk
be well; he lives in hope, he lives a life of resignation, not of achieve-
ment; a life of failure not of success.

My dear sir, I want you to let this be known to your friends. We
as 2 nation are likely to remain hackward in the race of progress if we
allowed our minds to be dominated by the limitations of the Suman-
Sebe.  Instead, we must put the enormous resources of our will power:
into action. I have lived in Burope for about six years, and although
one hLears even in Europe a recrudescence of belief in witcheraft, L
never heard once that Mr. Baldwin won his way to become Prime Mi--
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mister of England through the use of the Suman-Sebe; I never heard
once that Lord Leverhulme became a prince of British industry through
the use of the Suman-Sebe; I never heard once that Mr. DBernard
Shaw or Mr. H. G. Wells attained distinction as ) writer through the
magie mfluence of somie potent Suman-Sebe acquirved in early man-
hoed. (You see, these things become so ridiculous when you bring
them 1in eentact with the searchhight of the true and sublime).
Evervivie of these suceessiul men, you will admit, has beecome what he
1~ becaese he thouglt out things, he saw an ideal, and having fixed his
mind voon an ambition he set Lis will power to work to realise that
wdeal. That you and I and our neighbour and every man in Abuakwa-
lend can do the same, can use his will power to secure success in his
proner line of business and along his individual or native talent, T have
net the slightest doubt.

Iinally. it is necessary to see that it may be because we are known
to believe in the power of the Smnan-Sebe that our white triends are so
suspicions of us and contemptuous of our capacity; it may be because
ihe whiteman thinks we have not given ourselves trouble enough to de-
velop our will power, but have instead been wasting our resources for
making good i a downright belief in the despicable Suman-Sebe that
he is so careless in the epithets he applies to our mental culture. And
T suspect our brothers in America have been so successful mostly be-
~cause they are unfettered with the trammels of the primitive culture
avhich, in common with them, we inherited from the age of long ago.

Well, it we want light let us shut out, wipe out, the dark corners
from our mind; 1f we want enlightenment let us lighten our burden as
1o the mystery of mind; and if we want to develop our mind, let us
tree it from the external barriers by which we close up the avenues to
its expansion.  You cannot develop your mind, you cannot increase
vour mental capacity except from within. We have got to give up this
pernicious belief; we have got to make a clean sweep of this dirty claw
ol the Jark and evil forces of 1gnorance. If our talent be one, or two,
or three, or four, or five, let us follow the parable of the Master, dig
~our talent up from where we have hidden it in carthly things, and
~develop 1t along the line of natural law.  Self-culture, Creative-will,
Will-Power—these are the roads to success. They are the handmaids
=of civilisation.
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Trade Gin.

As regards Gin, [ have met but very few educated sons of Abua-
hwaland who are so debased as to indulge in gin drinking. But a good
many of our people know no better drink. They live in the trade, and
what they know is trade gin. I suppose our unfortunate brothers drink
rum and gin because of the comparative clieapness of gin—compared
to other aleoholic liquors.

Now I want you to tell all your friends and relatives that gin is not
the drinl | entleman; 1t 1s not the drink which any person who

Vi

£
te
" _boasts to l) long to the Alkan race should associate witn his nanie.

As Olsy eame Charle Arante remarked with great humour and point
during s public report on Sir Ofori Atta’s return from HEngland,
gin was probably eriginally used to arouse the lower savage spirit of the
war herse.  If thi is so, 1t should be diseracetul for any truc borm
Akan man—a very proud race—to make 1t a habit of (’11111\1115 from
the same cup with the savage in the war horse. I should advise you o
discourage any man of your acenaintance, educated or uneducated,
from the habit of reparding gin diinking as a respectable pastime.
So far as I know, it is neither vespeetable nor a pastime. I don’t see
tine S e e e amusen: ent n getting gin-drunk. On the contrary
it takes all the farmer’s hard earned income away froma him. It saps
tis health, and renders him mentally and Nx\'r-‘iczﬂl;' incapable Nof
altondne to hig farm. the voad of s children, and e sweliare of

his cottry. If vou kmow of any eduzate! man who does not shimnle
1t infra digeitatem to diink gin, please a-¢ii him.  Yes. do.

Gimi s a Iecrative trade for thie Burepean trader. = Hie wall not
stop 1mport: ng s it nto tie Coleny so long as he knows that there are
people ’unl sheenoush o spend theiv money on so pernicious a potable
as trade ¢in. - They don't deinlk @in in ‘unolnwd Yes, it is rare to
tnd anybody gin-drunk in England.  Of course. they drink gin and
bitters, but how different in quality and under what different condi-
tions! Tt is true they drink Teor, but then beer is cheap and it is not
so dewvilish in its effect on health and mental balanee

Yon oIl have heard of the Omanhene’s exemplary act when last
Le was eiving the official yeport of his visit to England.  He had a
cace of trade gin presented to him in B ngland. He accepted the pre-
seat ard brought the case of gin to Akim Abuakwa  You know the
Omanhene spends a lot of money in buving drinks for his people, and
_you know that in an assembly of his Chiels it used to be thought a
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gracions act for the Omanhene to present the assembly with a case
or two of gin or rum. But on this occasion, Instead of giving the
twelve bolt es of gin to his assembled € 111(‘[\ the Omanhene ordered
that the total Content\ of the 12 gin botties ghould be poured out into
the ground as an example to his people that the State of Akim Abua-
kwa was from that date determined to set itself against the drinking
of gin. Nana Sir Ofori Atta did not get his State Council to pass a
law prohibiting the people from gin (hml\mﬂ He made a noble
gesture instead.  He called upon the people to exercise their freedom
and bring their will power into action vowing that from that day for
any man in Abuakwaland to drink gin was to do a disreputable ‘hmg
The effect might not be llhll‘l((]h\u‘ but the act  shall bear fruis
Barima Kw ad o Appeanyo who performed the ceremony of this un-
usual gin llhall(m is, as you kunow, Chief Keeper of the Akim
Abualm a Stool House, and T wish to remind you that he called our
great departed ancestors to witness the solemn obligation under whicl
lus act placod every Akim Abuakwa-man.

Lest we forget, always remember that the date was the 41l

August, place, Government School playing gmuml,
heur was 4 o’clock p.m. "

1 of
Kibbi, and the

Town and Ylllage Councils.

The most tmportant problem to which I should like you to give
a serious consideration i1s the matter of town and village planning,
iown sanitation, and the health and well being of the mhabitants of
every town or village in Abualkwaland. T consider this subject so 1m-
portant that I have no hesitation in placing 1t with Education as the
two most pressing problems which require the collective effort and co-
operation of every individual person—educated or uneducated—in
the State.

I shall put the position in as plain a language as possible, stating
the essentials of the need as briefly as one can be brief in  words.
Comparisons arve said to be odious, but they are only so when the mind
that compares lacks an appreciation of the commonsense in logic. I
desire to present the condition of things in England to you. TIn
England as in every civilised country:—

1. Every town has a head called a Mayor or Lord Mayvor who
1s charged with the municipal government of the town.

2. Water supply 15 1n the hands of this Mayor and his Council.
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So is the supply of light by clectric or gas power.

3. Drainage is in the hands of this authority.

4. Street cleaning and street lighting is in his hands.

5. Roads to and from the town are generally under his charge..
Houses are generally built by and sold or rented to the towns--
men at moderate rates.

6. Transport facilities for the use of the people in the town
are provided by the same authority.

7. The care of the health of townspeople is his particular con-
cern and the hospitals in the town—which are all free, are
under his authority.

8. Bducation of the young is under his authority.

9. In short, everything that tends to the good health and mate-
rial well being of the people of a town is in the hands of the
Mayor and his Counecil.

How does the mayor get money to do all these things: to provide
svater for every house; to provide light for every street and every home;
70 educate all the young children in the town—ifree of charge; how
dces he get money to build hospitals, and roads, and town halls, and
concert halls, and such splendid houses for the townspeople ?

Well, these are questions you may well ask.  But is not the
snswer obvious 2 When the Mayor and his Council see that the
evistence of anything of general utility could be improved or rendered
of greater service to the townspeople, they meet and discuss the mat--
ter, and levy a certain rate or tax on every adult member of the town.
The money thus collected 15 used directly in the benefit of the ywhole
people.  If 1t 1s a road that wants to be done the Mayor gives the
work fo efficient contractors; the contractors do the work; they
do it weli, and the townsmen who have paid for it go abcut their
ordinary labcurs whilst the contractors do their hire. If it is
drainage they want, they pay contractors to do it. If they want
houses, they raise a loan, build the houses with the money; and rent
them at very moderate rates to the townspeople, and the loan is
paid off gradually. Nobody Joses much, and nobody gains much..
Everybody is satisfied. They all live in good houses over there.
Schools are maintained in much the same way. All the inhabitants
pay for the school buildings and the school teachers and
the school materials, all or almost all, out of the
taxes or rates which the townsmen pay to their own.
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‘Lord Mayor or Mayor. They are all quite willing to pay the taxes,
and when the schools are built and maintained 1)\ them, - atl t]wrr'
:Lildren go to the schools free of charge to the individual parent.
-( aildren are educated tree to the age of Jl in every town or borough

1 England.

Now, mind you, the system of municipal or town government is
—quite dafterent and distinet from the political government of ingland.
you may have heard of a man called the Prime Minister of England
who is the premier or first minister of His Majesty the King.  Well,
vou would think that all Lord Mayors and Mayors were somehow or
other subject to his rule and authority.  Not a bit.  The national
government only looks after the trade and industries and other things
that are likely to bring one man from one town into some definite poli-
tical relationship with some other man from another town, or it may
be from the same town. The national government mostly concerns
tself with such big undertakings upon which the whole material life
ol the country is dependent, such things for instance that might bring
ihe English man in contact with foreign peoples or people not inhabit-
ing England.  All other affairs concerning a citizen of a town in
Britain is in the hands of the iord Mayor or Mayor under a system
called ‘‘local government.”” The local governments and the nation-
al governments have not much in common.  The main point at which
they meet is when the National Legislature (Parliament) has  to
:ive general authority to local governments to proceed in certain ge-
1 cral ways so as to prevent the rights of individuals being infringed.
But the plan for town improvement is not drawn up by the Parlia-
ment for each and every town. Each town draws i1ts own plans and
1nen submits them to Parliament for the necessary legislative sane-
ton. That is all. The rest is in the hands of the Lord Mayor and
his Council. This is how English towns are governed and that is
why there are so many lovely cities and towns and villages in Britain,
Lccause every citizen in the town is from a very early age trained to
take intelligent interest and pride of citizenship in his native town
or village or borough. Each one of them can say this is our town
hall. Tt was built by us. (I wonder if any of your friends can say:
““This is our Odikro’s house, it was built by us.”” Things are a little
-different over there, aren’t they ?)

Now do not run away with any idea that the Lord Mayor or
‘Mayor is an auatocratic or despotic ruler whe schemes schemes out
-of his head and forces them upon the people in his town. The
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Lord Mayor is nothing of the sort, nor does he do anything of
that sort.

The fact is, the Mayor or Lord Mayor is not a ruler at all.
"P‘{e 1s not a king, not even a chief, he 1s just an elder, an
“Alderman,” as he usually is, of the Council of his town. He is not
a prince of this Council, not a princeps principium, but a sort of
leading E'der, a primus inter pares who is put at the head of the
*Councillors in the town to give unity and individuality to the
acticos of the Counc.). Thatis all. A Lord Mayor or Mayor holds
h'ﬁ pest for oiie year and no more than cne year. After his term of
office, anothsr p-rson, possibly an elder or Alderman (Old Eaglish
for elderly-mar) 1s chos n by the Council to be their head.

The Council is ¢ mposed of Aldermen and Councillors. Each
Councillor 15 el cted for a period of one year by the several people
in the town — the people who reside 1n the town and who own houses
or other valuable property, such as t usiness premises &c. The Coun-
cillors in turn elect some of the chos=n men to be their Elders or
Aldermen. These el cied persons constitute the Village Council, the
town couual!, or the ciry corporation. They are elecied Counciilors
who appeal to the conhdence or the people as men of their own
selection, cnosen after their own heart.

These men tax the people : they make them pay rates, house
rates, light and power rates, water rates, poor rates — and'many
other rates. The people pay the tax s willingly because they know
that the money will be applied in the interests of the town, and
because they know by experience that the money is always so
applied not in the personal aggrandisement or adornment of the
Councillors and the Lord Mayor or Mayor but in the physical and
mental well being of the town and its people. Consequently they
live in good towns and good hous-s with good surroundings over
there in England. You may have heard of places called slums or
poor quarters in cities lik= London. Most of these quarters have
become slums or p or districts because the inhabitants are not rich
enough to pay high rates for the improvement of their surroundings.
Sometimes when matters grow very bad in such districts, the poor
population become something like a charge on the central govern-
ment, and it sometimes happens that old and decrepit buildings are
pulled down, new ones ar: built, streets widened, paved, and drained,
all at the cost of the government at moderate rates to the people
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Now what possible lesson can we in Akim Abuakwa learn from
‘this experience of the way towns are managed and ruled in England
and other European countries ?

Let us take the biggest ilem in the programme of a town or
-municipal authority : the buiiding and maintenance of houses. The
condition in England is that people are not allowed to build any
kind of house they choose, or live in any house their idiosyncracies
-either of poverly or of wealth might dictate to them. People have
~ to live in houses the type of which is approved by the local autho-
rity : the house must be medically fit for human habitation; it
must be one in harmony with the general aspect of the town; i.e.
its aesthetic beauty must enhance the beauty and symmetry of
the street in which 1t stands. It ..ust moreover be one which the
‘house holder can well keep in grod babitable repair. In short it
mus¢ be a healthy, sufficiently commodious, durable and beautifui
house. Hence the town or village authernty take it upon themselves
to build several cof such housts for their people : the people in turn
buy the houses at moderate rates or they are rented at fairly cheap
Tates to them, and everybody lives in his house, — his castle, happy.

The question is, can we do such things in Akim Abuakwa ?
I am convinced we can, only on our own small scale. \We can build
‘houses in our towns by the community plan cn the co-operative
system. We can ask the Government to place its expert medical,
sanitary, and building experience at cur disposal. The Government
can advise what type of houses arc best suited fcr a rural district
like Akim Abuakwa and at what minimuam cost. We can formulate
plans ourselves as to how to get the money for building the houses.
But how to do these things in detail are matters for us tu discuss
-among curselves.

So it is with our roads and the srreets in our towns and
viliages. The Government is ever ready, I suspect, to help in making
motorable roads, tut the Government is not cover-anxious to build
the streets in our towns for us. Unless the Government saw that the
townspeople weie desirous of such things as good streets, the
‘Government would not spend public money on any such towr. If
the townsmen are tolerant enough to let weeds grow in their own
compounds, at the back of their houses, and in their own streets

- and squares, you must be sure the Government will not make con-
<crete drains for them. They will not tarmet the streets of that town,
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Having come to the conclusion that the people of that town
are mot ripe for the good things which a healthy township should
have. The.Government passes them bv : “A backward town”
-says the Mfédical Officer, and that may be the end of that town.

e Now we can prevent this. We can prevent our towns being
“‘snobbed” by the Medical Officer of Health if we make ovr own
‘towns fairly habitable, and bare of weeds and overgrowth and dela-
pidated houses, crooked streets, blind alleys. road less streets and
-vd_lrxy streets. Lhe only way in which w~ can do these things effec-
tively is to strenzthen the hands of the villng= or town authority in
-a very definite manner. We already have our “Mavor” in the Odikro.
The Odikro in ev- ry essential respect answers to the position of an
English Mayor, so [ thirk does the Ohene of a town or division.
Already we have our Myors and Lord Mayors. In the town or
wvillage Council we have our Elders (Aliermen) and Councillors.
These are the people who ought to charge th=mselves or be charged
‘with the improvement of our towns on modern lines. I doubt not
‘they couli do it if th:y but knew that it was necessary. Do our
Councillors appreciate the urg=ncy of the marter of town sanitation ;
do they realize thit the ancient founders of the Akim Abuakwa

-State system put them there as Councillors and Aldermen to see to
~ the improvement and well being not only of the litigious relations of
‘the townsmen but of their environmental conditions as well, sani-
‘tary and medical ?

My dear countryman, the duty devolves upon you as an educat-
.ed man to get your Eldermen and Councillors and “Mayor”
interested in the matter of the health and sanitary conditions of
the town. It is for you to let every Councillor or Elder know that it
-is his duty. Do not be rebuffed. Tell him in a nice way that you
-are ready to help him if he is ready to support you with his authority.

By yourself, you can do nothing directly because you are not
:an Elder or a Councillor, but you are a townsman, a property holder
perhaps, and by reason of your enlightened intelligence you are in
the peculiar position of responsibility, because you know the higher
-values in life, your sense of value belongs to a different order from
that of a good many of the towaspeople, and therefore your share of
blame for the insanitary condition of your town is higher and greater
than that of any other person. Hence [ say it is your duty to interest
~yourself in the welfare of your town. Get your neighbours to appre-
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ciate and understand the necessity of having a good sanitary and
healthy town.

Suggestions for Town Cguncils.

1 propose soon to lay certain suggestions before Nana Sir Ofori
Atta whereby a concerted national scheme of town sanitation and
town planning will be inaugurated in the State of Akim Abuakwa.
Until that scheme or any good scheme is set in motion 1 am not i
a position to give much useful detail as to how every individual
dweller or citizen or townsman can be made to take an active share
and intelligent interest in the improvement of his town. Meanwhile
I can suggest that any plan for town improvement in the future
must embrace : —

(1) Some form of contribution towards the cost from every indi-
vidual inhabitant or house-owner in the town. The payment to the
Odikro of market dues is not enough source of income for such a
purpose. Market dues should be reserved for market improvement.

(2) This would necessitate the re-establishment or restrengthen-
ing of the town or village Council in such a manner as to enable you
or some of the educated men in your town to have an active oppor-
tunity of placing the ideas of sanitation and health which you learnt
in the Boarding School, the Senior School, or in the Seminary, at
the disposal of your town. These useful ideas were not taught us
for nothing in the Schools. They were taught us in the hope that we
might ase them to the benefit of our towns and suiroundings. As
an educated man you are an assef, a man of distinctive value to
your town and country, and you ought to make your value a profi-
table one to your own town. Cgltivate pride in your town and
counlry.

(3) Next, besides the town or village council there must be
a man or body of men, fairly well educated and intelligent,
charged directly with full responsibility for the ' constant and
perpetual care of the town. The man thus appointed is the man
who will see that the orders of the town or village council are-
carried out fto the letter and not balf-heartedly in a clannish or
sloppy manner. In England, besides the Lord Mayor or Mayor:
they have a man called the Town Clerk who stays at the Town
Office permanently, and sees that there is some form of conti--
nuity and constant and correct regard for the orders and decrees
of the town or village authority. You may have to be charged
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with that duty in your town or village so be prepared for it. Get
busy and begin to think for your town. (Please note that the
term Town Clerk is nothing like what we call a “Clerk” (Krakyenz)
in this country. “Clerk” over there is not a derogatory term as
_is the habit over heore. They in England respect their educated

people. The Town Clerk in many towns in England is often a
qualified Barrister or Solicitor. You see, the job is not an easy ore.

(4) You will see at once that for the town or village council
effectively to enforce the sanitary order of its town or village, it will
require to have authority under the Native Administration Ordi-
nance to do so. The Odikro and his Council wmust ve given authorily
to hear and determine all cases (sanitary offences) which arise as a
consequence of the orders and decrees given by the Council. They
must have some form of criminal jurisdiction, be it ever so small in
extent. At present the Native Administration Ordinance deprives
them of such authority ; we must demand it for them, otherwise
all your labours for the improvement of your town wiil be in vain..
In England every Mayor or Lord Mayor is the first magistrate i.e.
the first “Chief Justice” within the limits of his ewn town. They do
these things better in England, but we can do them much better
here because we have got a clean slate to start on. The English
system somehow or other grew. We have got their experiesce to-
build upon. In that we stand at a better advantage. Ours must not
only grow; it must be built consciously and conscientiously.

(5) If the burden of town planning and sanitation grows
beyond the capacity of the town or village the Central Govern-
ment may have to be called in to give some help in money by
way of subsidy. They do it in every civilised country. The Gov-
ernment is doing it for Accra, Cape Coast and Sekondi. I am
sure besides the Government, our Omanhene will also give some
form of substantial support in proportion as a town improves its
environmental conditions of life.

I have said enough on this topic and I want you to read it
over again before you proceed to the next topic.

Native Administration Ordinance.

Now to a subject that seems to have rightly engaged the
2ttention of the country during the last few years, I refer to
the Native Administration Ordinance, with the drafting and )
enacting of which our Omanhere had a good deal to do.
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~
Without wasting words I must say at once ‘that I am wholly |
‘in favour of the principle or principles underlying the Native |
Administration  Ordinance. The preamble of that Ordinance
speaks of it as intended to regulate the exercise of certain powers
“and jurisdictions by Native Authorities. Some of the chief objec-
tions to the Ordinance which some of my friends in the Coast
towns have made are (1) that it gives too much power to the
Chiefs; (2) that the Chiefs ought not to have been charged with
drafting the Ordinance ; and (3) that the institution of Provincial
Councils to support and amplify the work of Native Authorities
in connection with the Administration Ordinance is an unconsti-
tutional act on the part of the Government. All these objections
are wide of the mark, ignorant, and for the most part indicative
of a primitive mentality still Jurking behind the minds of some
of cur soi-disant leaders in the Colony.

(1) No Ordinance by the British Government can ever give |
foo much power to our Chiefs, it by power is meant the right |
of a Chief to expect the performance of certain duties by the
subjects of his town or State within the limits of the principles of
English constitational and Common laws welded and trinsfused with
the customary laws and institutions of our own country. And again
no Ordinance of the British Government can ever give foe wzuch
power to our Chiefs, if by the term “Chief” is meant a culer in Akan
and (or Ga-Adangme land) who was elected to the position he
-occupies by the people over whom he rules, and who can be deposed
by ihe people who elected him should he choose to abuse his power
in disregard of the tribal and individual rights of his people. The
Government has not by this Ordinance given our Chiefs any more' |
power than they were entitled to before the advent of the British or: |
any other European government. =

I can assure you that the members of the British governmert at
the Secretariat, Victoriaborg, are not a pack of fools. They are of;
.course men, a pack of men, if you like, and therefore liable to err.
But they are mot such fools as to pass any Bill into law which does
not fit in into the four corners of English jurisprudence or is incom-
patible with the principles of natural justice, equity, and :ood con-
-science. They may err; they err too often ; but they will not do so
with an enlightened awareness that a particular power or authority
intended to be “regulated” for the native authority was not in con-
-sonance with the principles which ensure to any member of the.
Empire his right to personal freedom, his right to freedom of discus-

§
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sion, his right to attend a public meeting, his right to self-defence, or

.his right or expectation that “justice shall not be sold to him.”

These are some of the fundamental rights of every British subject,
and the Ordinance does not make the slightest pretence to take
these away. It would not be to the interests of the British Govern-
ment to do so because, if they did, they might have to pack away to
England, having by their own act made it unprofitable and useless
for them to remain here as a British Government protecting the
interests of British traders, British capital, and British policy of
Empire-wide control.

~ You may not see the exact point I am urging here, but some day
you will see what every politician knows : that the more of personal
liberty, intelligent culture and laissez faire you allow to a people, the
more they become amenable to orderly government, capable of pro-
ductive ability, and an increasing desire to share in and become
members of a wide and far flung organisation as rich and varied in
its cultural attainments as is the British Empire. You have a good

"example of where personal freedom leads to orderly/and stable gov-

ernment :n the condition of life ia Engiand. You heard Nana Sir
Ofori Atta tell you in his report how a great majority of the people
in England are law abiding, and yet how the external authority of
the law seems to be so devoid of any superficial exercise of force.
The most typical illustration is the L.ondon Policeman. The London
Policeman is the most docile and affable person in all England, and
yet his share in personal executive power is so enormous that a list
of it might make the Prime Minister blush for his comparative impo-
tence. In England because personal liberty and the law are inter-
changeable terms, things are a little different, and the rulers and
law-makers of England always take particular care that the authority
of the law should not clash with the sanctions of frecedom and
personal liberty of the subject. The result is as Nana Sir Qfori Atta
told you in his report. There is an appearance of orderly and stable
government in the British Isles.

But if you take a contrary case of a place like Russia, you will
find that if a Government like the Tsarist regime or the Bolshevist
Soviet government in that ill-fated country deprived its subjects of
all semblance of personal freedom and liberty, nothing but disrespect
“or the law ending in bloodshed and revolutionary up-heavals are the
natural and inevitable results. These conditions and premises of
government are becoming quite wellknown to all forms of civil govern-
ment, and I can assure you that the Government at the Secretariat
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ave not unaware of the experience of the older governments in ~ Bu- |
rope. =l
Tt would be rash therefore for any British Government to think of
putting a premium on the personal liberty of British subjects in the
Gold Coast. The Native Administration Ordinance was not intended
to do so; if in certain sections of the Ordinance there is suggestion of
sueh limitation on personal liberty, one may fairly well say the law-
makers of the country did so unintentionally. 3

What I think the Ordinance has done is to regulate certain of the
jurisdictions and powers already inherent in our Chiets.  The Ordi-
nance would have erred if it had given authority to Chiefs as such
without taking cognisance of their Councils or Councillors.  Fortu-
nately, under the provisions of the Ordinance a Chief’s Couneil is giv-
en as much authority as the Chief himselt and under certain circum-
stances, the Councillors can sit and determine many matters in the
personal absence of their Chief.  Such powers that the Ordinance
gives arc given to our own Chiefs and representative Councillors, and
it these Councillors—onr own uncles and fathers— who are acting as
Elders and Councillors refuse or fail to use their power in the mterests
of their own people—their own children, nephews and nicces,—then
we should have ourselves to blame and no one else.  We have here
a form or responsible government literally thrust upon us. It is for us
to seize 1t and-make it a polished and refined form of government.

It would be well to note also that far from the Ordinance giving
ico much power to our Chiefs, what 1t does on the contrary is to take
some of their major and capital powers away. The Chiefs have not
now the power of life and death. Any of vour ascendant relations
over 50 years of age can tell you that a few decades ago our Chiefs had
this power of life and death over any person in their respective terri-
tories.  Our Chiefs cannot now make war when a neighbouring
State or a recalcitrant sub-State attempts to- trample upon their na-
t1onal honour.  History will tell you that our Chiefs had power to do
that fifty years ago. Our Chiefs can now only fine a criminal about
£10 or so; you know yourself that not quite long ago a Chief could
fine as much as “‘Predwan du’’ (roughly £8 x 10) for a violation of
the Oath. Any aged man can tell you that formerly if a delin-
guent ran away he could be arrested anywhere and brought back to
the Chief, his hand well secured to a log with a piece of hooked iron.
To-day our Chiefs have no power to do any such thing.  (Nobody
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wants them to have any such power. I don’t.) They have not even
power to arrest persons, criminals, wherever and whenever they like;
they must do so in a civil and civilised manner, by warrant, and most-
Iy under the countersignature of a Governient official or other person
12 authority.

It is true that as practice and experience with the Ordinance
coes on anomalies are likely to be found, for as I said, nothing human
1s perfect, all of us are likely to err, not excepting a Gold Coast Lie-
gislative Council.  But such parts of the Ordinance which require
amendment do not really justify the sweeping assertion that ‘‘the
Ordinance gives too much power to the Chiefs.” -

The Position of a Councillor.

The second objection is that the Chiefs ought not to have been
charged with drafting the Native Administration Ordinance. The
ground for thig objection seems to be that Chiefs, or Paramount
Chiefs in this case, are not the law-making authorities in an Akan
Ptate. The argument is that when a State Council is in session, the
Faramount Chict only presides over the Council, and their Councillors
make the law for the Paramount Chief.

True, too true, but see this. As a son of Abuakwaland vou pro-
hably belong to an Abusuapon (great family) which has a head owning
a Stool, the family Stool, and who 1s styled a Captain-on-Stool.
Now vou know that in your Abusuapon there are some elders, some
elderly men, who usually meet with the head of your family, your
Captain-on-Stool, to adjust certain family matters. When  these
elders and their Head meet, you admit tJmt the Head or Captain-on-
Stool has no authority as such to malke despotic laws for the mem-
bers of the family.  All the members of your family retire into com-
iiittee 1 a body and decide upon some matter unanimously.  What
they decide the head of your family, the Captain, has got to talke as
the unanimous voice of his family. — He accepts the position, i G
he approves of the decision of “1(‘ Elders of the family, and that mat-
ter henceforth hecomes a rule or law (enhyehyee) for the members of
your family.  You see the logical concatenation?

The Captain-on-Stool, sitting as the supreme head or
Chief of his family, cannot make a law for his family, but
with him as head the HElders of the family can malke a law
which binds not only the Elders, but every individual mem-
ber of the family.

This is a well known principle in the Akan State system, and
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you will recall that it runs through the whole of our chieftaincy and
*‘eouncil-of-elders’ system. ] ‘

Now supposing the Captain-on-Stool goes to the Council of the
Cdikro or chiel of your town, what is his position in that Council?
You know the Odikro or Chief is head of the Council. Your head-of-
family, the man who in your family is supreme head becomes in an
Odikro’s Council, not a head but a mere member, a representative of
vour family in the Odikro’s Council. Here he is a Councillor. With
his brother Councillors, all of them head of their respective families,
they form “‘the Odikro's Council.” It 1is they who retire into
committee alone and without their Odikro-president; they consult in
committee upon any proposal before the Odikro’s Council and return
10 the Odikro and deliver their finding. The Odikro has got to take
what they decide as the unanimous voice of his Council and therefore
of his town. He accepts the position; 1.e. he approves of the decision
of the Elders of the Council, and that matter heneeforth Dhecomes a
iaw or decree (Ahyede) for the members of the Council i.e. of the town
which they represent.

The Odikro or Chiel sitting as the supreme head or presi-
dent of his Counecil cannot make a law for his Counecil,” but
with him as head the Elders or Councillors of the town can
malke a law which binds not only the Elders or Councillors,
but every individual member of the town.

the town. : .

The 1mportant thing to note is that the Captain-en-Stool of your
family ceases to be a head and becomes a member as soon as he steps
into a Council which has a larger authority than his own. Tle ceases
to he a ““Chief’’ to exercise the authority of a Chief and hecomes a
Councillor, an Elder.

Application Of The Principle.

Now you can see that the same principle is applicable to the Coun-
cil of the Ohene or Opakani of the Division in the state.  If you belong
{0 the Adonten or Bekum, or Nifa, or Oseawuo or Jase Division, vou
know that all the Adikrofo (Chiefs of towns) in the Division as soon as
they set foot in the Ohene’s Council cease to be heads or presidents of
Counneils; they become Councillors or members (mpaninfo) of the Ohe-
ne’s Council.  They make the laws which the Ohene has to accept
or approve as the unanimous voice of the people in his Divigion.

Neow don’t you see that in the State Council the same principle
obtains throughout ?  The Omanhene is undoubtedly head or presi-
dent of the Council. The Ohene of the State Council Adonten
(Front), the Ohene of the Nifa Right), the Olene of the Benkun:
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(Left) the Ohene of the Oseawuo (Stool) the Ohene of the Jase (Body) *
all these are more or less independent heads or presidents in and over
their own Councils. But as soon as they set foot in the State Couneil,
the Council of the of Akim Abuakwa, they cease to be presidents and
with the Omanhene at their head as sovereign president, they become:
members or Councillors or Blders of the State Council in just the same
way as the Elders of your (Abusuapon) great family were just members
ef the Council over which the head of your family the Captain-on-
Stopl presided as head.  You see that the principle is as clear as tropi-
cdl sunlight.  These Ahenfo or Divisional Chiefs together with the
senior Chiefs of their respective Divisions are the people who 7retire
into committee upon any proposal or bill before the State Council and
return  to the sovereign-president and deliver their finding. The:
sovereign-president has got to take what they decide as the unanimous
voice of the State Council and therefore of his State.  He accepts the
position; that is, he approves of the decision of the Elders or Council-
lors of the State Council and that matter henceforth becomes a law or-

statute (mra) for the members of the State, i.e. of the various Divi-
siong, towns and people.

The King's Sovereignty.

The logical sequence is apparent, and I need not repeat the consti-
tutional formula a third time.  Now before I carry you any farther
1 want you to admit a most unpalatable (?) position. The fact of the
British people being the supreme government in the country means
that our Paramount Chief, like every other Paramount Chief 1n the
country, 1s not the absolute sovercign of the Akim Abuakwa State, nor
15 any Paramount Chief in the Colony the absolute sovereign of his
State. This 1is mnot to say our Paramount  Chiefs
are mnot  sovereign. i a very full sense of " thetword:
With the State Council every - Paramount Chief
who truly represents the people in his State can be and 1s regarded as
the political sovereign in his State, relatively to the Gold Coast
{British) Government; but the full and absolute sovereign of a State
in the Colony 1s the Legislative Counecil which acts as the function of
His Majesty King George V., who is the legal sovereign of the Colony.
Were it not that the Gold Cosat is a Crown Colony, the legal sovereign:
cf the Colony would have been the King in Legislative Council.  As
it stands at present, the legal sovereign of the Colony is His Majesty
King George V., by His Minister or Secretary of State for the Colonies
and personally represented by the Legislature of which the Governor,
the Colony’s Administrator, is president.  This seems a little compli-
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-cated but you need not worry now about it. The important point to

note is that our Omanhene as well as everyone of us is under the direct

_and legal sovereignty of the King of England, while at the same time
_every man, woman, or child is directly subject to the political sove-

reignty of our Omanhene.
Need For Colonial Assembly.

Well, now, let us turn to the system of Councils. ~ You sce that
_every Paramount Chief is an independent head of his State Council in
much the same way as every Odikro or Ohene was found to be the head
of his Council. Now suppose all the Paramount Chiefs of the commu-
nity to be assembled in Council with the representative of their sove-
reign King George V., presiding over that Council. What then is the
position of these our Paramount Chiefs who are sitting with the
King’s representative in  Council. Are we to regard
our Paramount Chief as still retaining his full

sovereign-presidency of Councl in  such a way as to

* entitle him to preside over this Council the members of which are

W/

his coevals in power and dignity?  Don't you see that 1t follows logi-
_cally that just as the Ohene who is independent in his Division became
a mere member or Councillor in the Central State Counecil, so the
Omanhene becomes a mere member, a Councillor in the Central Legis-
iative or other assembly of the Sovereign to whom we are all subject.
If you agree with this conclusion then all other consequences follow.
“The Paramount Chiefs assembled in Council do not legislate for the
~country as Paramount Chiefs but as Councillors of His Majesty the
King who have been deputed hy their different State Councils to repre-
sent the views of their different States to His Majesty’s representative.
1 said before that a Paramount Chief is a political sovereign and not a
legal sovereign. What 1t means is that he is the representative of an
selectorate i.e. the people of his State for whom every law is eventually
made. - It 1s their voice that he voices in the Council. Tt is their
“polity’” that he must propound in Council.  As such political sove-
reign therefore His Majesty as legal sovereign has to take the Oman-
liene’s representations, and when duly weighed side by side with the
representations of other political sovereigns in the Colony, if found
that they are unanimous or generally agreed, Hs Majesty the King or
the Governor as the King’s representative, aceepts or approves of that
-amanimous finding as the law or ordinance of the Colony. The posi-
+ion 1s unaltered whether a Paramount Chief goes to the Legislative
“Commeil (or the ““Colonial’” Assembly) himself or whether he sends
mstead an ordinary member of his State to

: : represent  his
speople in the Legislature or Colonial Assembly.
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As we go deeper mto the system the thing becomes complicated
but I guess anyone who can put A & B together and get a sum
like AB or ATB or (AB) would find that the system 15 methodical

throughout.

The Provmclal Councils And After.
Unfortunately as things stand at present there is not in the Colony
any one single united (xcucml Agsembly or Council at which all the
Paramount Chiefs or their representatives can meet with the Governor
or other representative of His Majesty the King as president.  What
we have now are three separate and diserete PlO\'IDCIEﬂ Councils re-
presenting the three Provinces. It has no central board for all the
Provinces in unity, but you see that the Legislative Council of the
Colony In some way serves as the asgembly for the united views of the
three Provinces 1(1)10%11[111“ the Paramount Chicfs and the States in
the three Provinces. rovincialamembers who are Paramount Chiefs
are appointed to the chlslml\e Council. The proper thing  would
bave been for the Goyernment to create for the Paramount Chicfs and
their people in the Colony an assembly of the type described above, a
Colonial Legislative Assembly.  This, they have not seen their way
clear to do forus. What we have now is tlm’ Legislative Council, but
g0 far as I can see, the Legislative Council seems to serve its purpose as
L temporary an M stap gap assembly, and 1t might depend upon the pro-
aress made by the T’m\ incial Councils for the Government to take the
further ' tep of establishing a Colonial Assembly for the Gold Coast.
The absence of a Central or general Colonial Assembly is an ano-
melly which must needs be remedied with the least delay. What we
want 1s an JR\( mbly of Lll] thc Chiefs in the Colony and not a Liegisla-
tive Council of which only 6 Chiefs are members. However (on\ldel-
g the great opposition mado to the establishment of Provineial Coun-
cils as being unconstitutional, T reckon the establishment of a Colonial
assembly would cause a greater uproar, and I am inclined to agree with
the powers that be, that they have need to go gradually. '
Now, my dear countrymen, I should like you to wake up to the
situation.  The Chiefs who drafted the Native Administration Ordi-
nance and submitted 1t for enactment into law by the Leaislative Coun-
cii, the only form of Central Aseembly we now have, did so as the poli-
tical sovereigns of the Colony i.e. as the direct representatives of the
people of the Colony, and in doing so they were in keeping with the
traditions of our own institutional governments as well as the best
traditions of British parliamentary government. In England the
political sovereign is the electorate i.e. the people as a whole; the lepal
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gavercign is His Majesty the King in Pa liament (Lords aund Com-
mom). The same principle should prevail in the Colony, and we
must not show ignorance of our own laws by objecting to the Native
Administration Ordinance on the score that it had been drafted and
passed by our own sovereign rulers. There are many difficult and
technical questions in conneetion with the Native Administration
Ordinance, and these cannot be discussed here. I am af present en-
gaged in writing in hook form, a commentary on the Ordinance as a
whole, and I ho pe, if 1T am spared time and \tmn«-th to finish the work,
you will have ﬂllOthl chance of forming a clear com(ptlon of the object
of the Ordinance.
The Constitutional Argument.

The third objection is that the Native Admimistration Ordinance
is “‘unconstitutional.”” T have partly answered this objection in the
above. The main question 1s “‘what i1s an unconstitutional law?’’
I have very great respect for the legal luminaries who are known in
this country as political leaders or statesmen. But sometimes I can-
not help thinking that in their attempt to lead the country to believe
that the Government or the Legislature had passed an “‘unconstitu-
tional act,” they were not deliberately trying to focus the attention of
the people on issues which would have no perceptible effect with the
‘Government, and which yet might unconsciously peison the mind of
the people against the true rulers of the country. Posing as our
statesmen and leaders these respectable people are expected to do our
thinking for us, they are the people who, because of their special
qualifications, are expected to interpret the technicalities of law for the
benefit of the people. Tt is a great responsibility. But I am sad-
daened sometimes to think that in their attempt to interpret what the
Government is trying to do or has done, they raise issues on  which
their less learned brethren are likely to be excited to take a wrong view
ol the true nature or extent of the crror which the government has
committed.

My colleagues talk a lot about the Native Administration
Ordinance as being unconstitutional. Now, we may well ask what is
2n “‘unconstitutional law’’ It you, a business man, will take the
irouble to study the constitution as a certain Englishman, Walter
Bagehot, a banker, once did, you will T am sure, come to the same
conclusion as he did by his own independent investiga-
tions. Bagehot lays down  that statesmen have
especially a  great  respomsibility  if they raise questions
<n whiclh men mnot learned in the law are likely to be
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wrong; if they raise questions on which the interesty of the lay man
“‘1s not 1dentical with, or is antagonistic to, the whole interest of the
State, they will have done the greatest harm they can do.  The future
of this country,”” I adopt his words, “‘depends on the happy working
of a delicate experiment, and they will have done all they could to
vitiate that experiment. Just when it is desirable that unlearned lay-
men should have good issues, and only good 1ssues, put before them,
these statesmen will have suggested bad issues”. (The English Con-
stitution pp. XX.)  These arguments apply with special point to
the “‘unconstitutional argument”. No English enactment is rightly
termed ‘‘unconstitutional”’. This is net so in other countries.

The Ultra Vires Theory.

In America, for instance, 1t might be quite correct to term a law
“‘unconstitutional”” in that the United States Congress are bound by
the articles of the American Constitution to do certain things and to
do no more than those certain things; if they do more, the Supreme
Court of the United States can and has power to
turn  -down  the law as being  “‘unconstitutional,”” as
being  against the articles of the American
written constitution, even though it may be a good law by the ordinary
standard of morals.  In the French constitution, I think the prineiple
15 more or less the same, although I doubt whether in saying a law
passed by the French Senate is “‘unconstitutional’’ the Frenchman
who passes that censure means to assert that the law is thereby null
and void.

In England and in the British Colonies however the position is
quite different. The Crown in England and the Legislature in the
Colony can enact for the Colony any form of law which is not opposed
to the “‘spirit’” of the British constitution. In the British Parliament
it 1s for the Speaker of the House of Commons to say whether or noft
a particular bill is “‘opposed to the spirit of the British Constitution.’”
If he does not, the bill can and may pass the English Legislature. It
then becomes law, very proper law, and it 1s wasting precious time
to talk of its being unconstitutional. You may, and can, call it a bad
taw, but it is simply ridiculous to call it ‘‘unconstitutional.”” So it is
with onr own Legislature. Any law which passes our legislature and
in regard to which His Majesty the King is not advised to exercise his
power of dis-allowance is eo-ipso a constitutional law. It may be
a bad law, but that does not mean that the act is either a breach of



27.

law or void of effect. So long as a law made by a Colonial Legislature
iy not repugnant to any act of Parliament or Order in Council which
cxtends to the Colony, such law is valid for the particulav Colony.
(See p. 339 of Dr. Maitland’s ‘‘Constitutional History'’).

Such topies are issues that our statesmen do the country an -
justice and irreparable harm to introduce to our political arena, mostly
i think to mislead where the blind needed en-
hghtened  lead. I should warn you that you would
have a rude awakenming, if believing a law was unconstitution-
al, you deliberately chose to disobey its exercise, and had your-
selt brought up before the Chicf Justice of the Gold Coast. The Court
will tell you in plain words as recently some Asamangkese Elders were
told, “‘My dear friend, you are sadly mistaken as to the extent of my
power. I am sorry I cannot help you. You have got to obey the layw be-
cause 1t 1s the law of His Majesty the King.”

In all cases where you desire to protest against what you consi-
der to be a bad law, the proper attitude is to avoid actually breaking
the law yourself, whilst asking in a proper way for repeal of the laty.
The Native Administration Ordinance is a good law in principle and
any attack upon isolated sections of the Ordinance as working hard-
ship or rendering unworkable certain recoguised forms of procedure,
should be done through the proper channels—on the platform, in the
newspapers, by pamphlets and by appeals to our representatives in the
Trgislative Council, to our Chiefs, cte., ete. There are a thousand and
dne S ways in which we can ask for amendments
to.  particular  seetions of an  Ordinance. But  even
if the  whole of an  Ordinance Dbe found fo b e
bad and to require repeal, it is useless to call it “‘nneonstitutional.”’
What we can do is to show how it infringes private or public right,
and then to ask for reconsideration of the section or of the Ordinance
as a whole by the Legislative Council.  But whatever vou do, don’t
be misled to break the law yourself from thinking that it was uncon-
stitutional, and therefore, so the argument runs, not binding upon
You.

I should like you to read the Native Administration Ordinance
and send your suggestions for amendments to me: meanwhile T am in
eommunication with Sir Ofori Atta as to what T think requires  his
special attention with a view to effecting amendments.
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Strangers Farm Tax.
e constantly pu-
s in Akim
lled. upon

Many of the coast papers, as you are aware ar
blishing letters and articles against the tax which stranger
Abuakwa quite [reely cultivating our ancestral lands are ca
to pay.

The tax is often wrongly described as :
arc however not the only strangers or forcigners who are taxed 1m
Akim Abuakwa. Alkuapems are liable to be taxed and you know the
Alkuapems arc our own cousins, the Akuapem Paramount Stool bemng
ancestral nephew to the Abuakwa Paramount Stool.

The principle for the justification of the tax rests on this. Many
Akuapems, Accras, Krobos and other industrious people have come to
Akim Abuakwa to cultivate our virgin forest lands for economic pro=
duce.. A good many of these take the preliminary step of buying the
Iand before they cultivate it.  They pay for the right to cultivate.
A good many Akuapem people, several Juaben people, and several
ofher non-Akim Abuakwa people who have made Abuakwaland
their permanent home take no such trouble to pay for the right to culti-
vate. They simply go on our forest land and do as much devastation
of the forest as they like. Tt is this sort of cultivator that the Akim
Abuakwa State Council has required to pay a certain tax for the pri-
vilege of cultivating Akim Abuakwa lands free of cost. Such taxes
are accepted as the quite common rule in Ashanti, Adanse, and some
piaces in the Colony. I hear that even in Ashanti-Juaben the peonle
there are made to pay taxes for such cultivation.  The principle for
the justification of the tax is obvious.

A second point is whether the tax fails equally on the people
iaxed.  Formerly the tax used to be £1 per cocoa farm irrespective
of the size of the farm; to-day it is 1d per cocoa bearing tree.  You
will agree that the latter falls equally on the people taxed.
Tt is another question whether 1d. per tree is too heavy. The

““Juaben Tax.”’ Juabens

State  Council might conceivably  veduce the. ftax to
Sls L pei . inee and lose nome of  1ts right to - fax
thereby. I understand the tax of 1d. per tree works out at 2s. 6d.

per load of 60lbs.  This means that if a farmer got about 100 loads
a vear at £1 per load the State of Akim Abuakwa takes a taxable
share of 12} per cent. per annum.  Undoubtedly this is not a small
sum, but it must be remembered thatb owing to the frequent litigation
arising from boundary disputes the protection of our lands are costing
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the Stool a heavy sum of money annually. Tt must not be forgotten

“aiso that Akim Abuakwa pcoplo themselves pay no tax at all in respect

¢f their own lands.
Taxation And Thrift.

As regards the principle of taxation looked at from the general
aspect of national welfare or national decay, I should like to ]mml out
that some economists and sociologists are strongly of the opinion that
a tax on industry provided it is not so heavy as to cripple capital, has
a most direct result of encouraging thrift in the people who are so tax-
ed- = hat is to say, 1f any p(""\lv are taxed in regard to a particular
mdustry 1t has the tonden(\ to urge them or instil into them the need
to exercise thrift, to save son:e money for unmw.\wn umlm«nmu\
It may be that a Juaben farmer will say to himself “*My farm is hable
toal tax of L1920 10 0 a year.  This year cocoa was -El a load; the
marlet fluctuates; next year it might be 10s. per load; this means that
about one-fourth of the £50 [ may get next year will go towards pay-
ing my tax. [ must tl erefore save some money, I must make some
provision for next year.”” Next year happens and bhe finds that in-
stead of cocoa being 10s. a load it has risen in price to £1. 5. 0 a load.
Here what he saved Jast vear 1s increment profit to be added to what
he gains this year. But if he is a wise and shrewd man he  will
make provision again for the next year, and so gradually, and all un-
knowing to himself and to the master who taxes him, he is becoming
thrifty, “and gradually but surely, wealthy.

I think this explanation describes quite a natural and passable
phenomenon and it may well be accepted as a true statement of an
economic prineiple. It seems to me to be quite common, for if we

cast a glance to a place like England we find that the people there are
made to pay what is called income tax which may be about 4s. in the
£1..  But mstead of refusing to work in order that the Government
might be baulked of its desire to tax their income. the good Fnglish
people work the harder in order that after paving the tax on their in-
come there might be something still left for them to live an abundant
Iife.  They are forced by the pressure of the tax and their desire to
tive a good life, to exercise thrift and gradually hecome wealthy.

Tiet us take our cue from this.  Is the incident of tax on industry
to be leoked upon as so evil a thing as to be confined exclusively to
strangers, or should we Akim Abuakwa people also pay some form of
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tax be it ever so small 2 I am aware that here I am speaking of &
delicate subicct and on dangerous ground, and I desire to leav: “t tor
you to think it out and let me haye your suggestions.

Wish regard to the tax on Strangers it seems as if the priuciple ot
the tax cannot be accepted as universally binding until we in Akim
Abaakwa have been able to establish a national or Staic Treasury
which will keen an account of how the money thus collecied 1= dis-
bursed.  Such a Treasury will generally be a means of establishing:
‘or us a national exchequer from which funds will come to support
every village or town in the improvement of its surroundings, alle-
viate its educational difficulties and help in other programmes of pro-
gress.  The idea of a State Treasury has not yet taken deep root with
our Chiefs, and T should advise you to use your undoubted influence to-
get your Chief to appreciate the great benefits aceruing from a central
State Treasury. T understand the contemplated State Treasury will
be directly responsible to. the Alkim Abuakwa State Council, and I
believe the State Treasurer will be appointed by the State Council.
Altogeth~r a project that deserves your very warm support. I invite
JOUr views. 0

The Problem Of Taxation.

I'shall be glad also to have your views as to whether, from the na-
tional, as awstinguished from the legal, point of view, the tax on
strangers is generally to the ultimate good of the inhabitants in Abua-
kwaland.  There seems to be an undercurrent of opinion throughout
certain sections in the Colony against a differential tax in Akim Abua-
Kwa, the contentior being that from the historical point of view stran-
gers who have come to live and find a home in Abuakwaland should
not be harassed away by means of a heavy differential tax on their in-
dustrial ovtput. It 1s urged that these strangers who came in search of
peace should be enabled to find a haven in Abuakwaland; they should
be made to live in  peace with the people and gradually be absorbed
ito the different Abuakwa tribes by a process of peaceful assimilation:
iikely to leave the distinction between stranger and native in a vanish-
g ratio.

Of course persons who advance this sort of argument seem to for—
2ct that these strangers are, 1n some towns, in a huge majority against
the native inhabitants and therefore the process of assimilation is real-
ly the other way about, the original Abuakwas being as it were over-
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whelmed by the habits and institutions of the settlers to the loss of the
“dictinctive Abuakwa character. Then, again, virgin forests cease to

be virgin as soon as the cutlass 1s applud to the m—thvv become cocoa
pl.mhtlons or worse, mere ‘mfuwa’ or farmlets which render the
soil less preductive.

THowever I cannot offer a final opinion on the subject as I am not
aware how far you and your friends are in favour of “‘letting sleeping
dags lie.”” ol not disturbing the peace and harmony which seems to
exist Letween the Abuakwas and the old  established community of
settlers.  Personally T believe that a large homogeneous popu-
lition contributes much more greatly to the diffused wealth of a State
than a heterogenous population of “‘natives’’ and ‘‘strangers’ of
which one is classed off frown the other by the taxation of the fruits of
its industry. I invite your views.

4 -
Land.

This is a very big problem. You are well aware that land 1s the
largest economic factor in any State. Akim Abuakwa has an area of
3000 square miles, and every squarc mile of this large portion sold
means a peo rata reduction in the economic possibilities of Abuakwa-

land. Now ™ you know that a great many of our
Chiefs are. very fond _of selling lands, especially when
they = can  find a spacious rcason for it, e.g. to

pay for the costs of a Stool Tand litigation in the Supreme Court, to
pay off an old standing Stool debt, or to perform the funeral custom of

2 deceased Chief. All these excuses you know yourself are merely

pietexts to cutrageous devastations of the Stool lands bequeathed to
our generation and the next generation, and the next generation, and

- so on to the nth generation that will be born into the laps of the kind

anl affectionate mother Abuakwa. I do not like to single out any one
Chief as being the greatest culprit in the sale of land, but in order that
yvou may have a concrete example before you of how rapidly mother
Abuakswa 1s being dismembered, I should like you to recall that about
98 per cent. of the land from the Densu at Nsawam to Densuso (Ape-
dwz) has all been sold away absolutely and for all time. Now you know
that from Nsawam to Densuso is roughly about 25 miles as the
crow flies. Tands to the left and right of the Nsawam-Densuso road
to a distance of 10-25 miles on either side have been sold. The same
=l cR it b [dR T S the S ligstern. | part:  of  the
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State  en  the Krobe -boundary;, the same fale s
aow going on In the Northern boundary of the State -
round about Asuom, and you are of course aware that the town of Oda
(capital of Western Akim) and surrounding villages are sitnate on
land sold by Akim Abuakwa. Some of the earlier land sales alienat-
ed our territorial jurisdiction as well. 5o 1s the whole of the New
Juaben settlements with Koforidua as 1ts capital.  If these places had
1ot been sold but given away for small rentals, be 1t however small, we
should have been earning a regular income on our lands to-day while
still preserving our title valid, solid, and unimpaired. These lands are
gone for ever and Akim Abuakwa territory is, under our own eyes
gradually being cut off slice by slice, like bread on a breakfast table.
There will come a time when the bread will cease to be whole bread and
mere  crumbs  will  be  left. for  our progeny.  And when
chat time comes our chlidren will vainly cry for lands any where in the
Colony because the price of land shall have been raised 100 times 1ts
present value, and even then people will not be over-anxious to sell to
them or to anybody. They would keep our descendants to rents that
run on longer leases than 99 years—on perpetual leases. ILand that
was bought from us will be rented to us, to our children at 100 times
its value, and when that happens will our posterity honour us, and
praise our names and raise us on the marble pedestal of fame for hav-
ing deprived them so selfishly of their right to live?  In England the
habit is quite common of granting leases or effecting settlements for
iae long period of 1,000 years or more, that is to say, for a period
which shall be more than sufficient to cover the lives of all possible
children and other persons interested in an estate, and the trustees
hold such lease or term for the purpose of seeing that suceceeding gene-
rations are satisfied. There is no reason why we should not stop the
habit of absolutely alienating our interests i land, just for the booze
ol a day’s funeral custom, permanently depriving our progeny from

| their share in the trust bequeathed to us by our and their ancestors.

We also must learn to look ahead into the future and think also of the
unborn.
The Present Land Laws.

My dear countryman, you are well aware that the Okyeman State
Council have passed several laws in an honest attempt to put a stop to
the sale of land 1n Abuakwaland, and you are well aware that none
of these enactments has really been effective. T should be surprised
indeed if within this very month somebody or other were not selling
land in some part or other of Akim Abuakwa. The present law is that
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nobody  should sell any land n Akim Abuakwa

Wibhiont S the' " consent of- fhe State Counweil in

-open assembly, and that if a Chief with or without his

Couneil sold land without such State sanction, the Chief should be de-

wtooled.

Without wishing to express an opinion on the right of the State
Council arrogating to itself the power to destool a Chiel of any town in
Abuakwaland—a very dangerous enactment, I think, which places a
two-edged weapon in the hands of the British Government—I should
like to point out that such a law can never sccure the rights of posteri-
ty 1f it be implied thereby that justice is being dealt to our descen-
dents by allowing a single square mile of Abuakwaland to be alienated
absolutely under whatever law or sanction. Every such square mile
scld means a dismembering of the body of Abuakwa, and if when the.
individual sells land it is held to be wrong, morally and legally, you
will agree with me that no amount of generalisation or addition of the

sumber of men will make what is v rong right. A wrong is none the
Iess wrong because many persons agree to commit it. To hold the
cpposite true is to commit the fallacy of composition.  Murder is na-

turally wrong whether it be private murder or public murder as in
warfare, civilised or primitive.

I believe, and T trust you will agree with me, that the lands in
sim Abuakwa are community lands, they are held by all the people
1 eommon, our Chiefs being, as it weie, trustees for such COMMON
tenmre, and it clearly does not sound true either in law or in morals for
communual  property inherent in g confinuous  genera-
iion  to  be alienated by an - carlier portion of that
continuous  generation of common 15163 L a0 L 65
It ic a moot point in law whether any person who does not hold the ab-
sclute power of appointment over any property can deal with it to af-
teet the rights of those persons whose right of inheritance cannot he
cetermined by him cither in his life time, by direct appointment, or
after his death, by will. The point here raised has the confirmative
support of many authorities in case law, but I do not propose to worry
you with any technicalities.

AR
A

Iam convinced however that

(L) Tt is wrong, legally and morally, for any person or any
body of persons to sell lands  in  Abuakwa-
land, or to reduce the 3000 square  miles
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to anything below 3000 square miles.
A thing can only be disposed of absolutely by the person
who has absolute ownership.  But who 1s the absolute
owner of lands in Akim Abuakwa? Abuakwaland being,
by right of Stoolocracy, ours as well as the property of un-
born generations nobody can rightly or legally sell any
portion of it. ~ We cannot sell our pro rata portion in the
lands because the unborn generation are not here to agree
as to what is our portion.

(2) The present law regulating sale of land must be changed
1n such wise that the State Council which is the Supreme
law giver within Abuakwaland shall recognise that it does
not lie within the power of the members thereof to sane-
tion the sale of any communal lands for whatever specious
reason. I hope you will use constitutional metheds to
get your Chief or Divisional Chief converted to this belief.

(3) If we are to secure the econemic value of Abuakwaland
to remain at a constant level in proportion to the gradual
increase in population, 1t 1s for you and me, and all the
cducated persons who agree with us on the illegality and
mmpropriety of -\cllmg, Jands in Abuakwa to convince all
those Chiefs who are fond of selling lands and all our land-
hogs that they are really more odious than the man in the
Bible story who sold his birthright for a mess of pottage,
or than the man in mythology who killed the goose for
its golden eggs.

Lease, But Do Not Sell.

Henceforth everybody who wants to buy land in  Abualwaland
-must not have land to buy.  He must be made to acquire the requisite
piece of land, settle on it, and pay a nominal ground rent in ack-
nowledgment of our Stool right and natlonal title to the land.
(Note that ground rent is a different thing from a tax on economic or
other produce. ~ The latter is a tax on income and depends upon the
productive capacity of the person taxed.  Ground rent is payable
whether the land is being worked or not).

By this means you will agree, we shalll be
indivectly but effectively opening up progress for Akim
Abuakwa by encouraging sie bt lle mie nit inereasing
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population, and gradually increasing the productive wealth of the
country not only for a year, but for all time.  If you feel that my re-
1arks on land are too impassioned, I refer you to the appropriate
Chapter in “‘Akan Laws and Customs' where you may find a less
:mpassioned statement of my views on the reckless way in which some
~ of our Chiefs deal with our lands.

Mining.

As regards leasing of lands for concessions, I consider it right for
the mineral wealth of the country to be developed, but care should be
taken that the lands are not given away to Buropean capitalists for
alinost next to nothing, and we should also ensure that the greatest
portion of the money that comes to the Stool from such concessions is
reserved and ear-marked for important works of development of bene-
fit to the nation and to the community as a whele.  You will, T hope,
agree also that there is need to exercise restraint i the grant ot leases
tor concessions, for since most of these leases have long terms of 99
vears, if care be not taken all our mineral wealth would be exhausted

in a few generations to the impoverishment of Abuakwaland. — Gold
and Diamonds are not like cocoa or rubber.  Once you take gold and

diamonds away from the land there is no other means of replacing
them. Once taken always taken.  Cocon and Rubber and other eco-
nomic products can always be grown with proper manuring.  There
is no manure or fertilisation lor gold and diamonds. It stands to
reason that some cf these mineral deposits in - Abuakwaland  should
be reserved in the bowels of the earth for the unrborn gencration of
Abuakwa sons some of whom may become geologists, engineers, and
even company directors able themselves to work the mines of whicli
our own selfishness shall have deprived them.

My dear countryman, I commend this section on land to yowr
very solemn consideration.
Education,

I have reserved the problem of education for the concluding por-
tion of this letter as I think 1t requires your cool and coneentrated at-
tention.  To grasp the significance of the several issues involved I
should iiice you to open out your mind and be as receptive as possible.
The problem of the age, it has been said, is the problem of education,
and half our ills depend upon lack of much of it, and that half will
eease to exist when we shall have passed out of our present stage into-
a more advanced or educated age.
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Nursery.

Education to be thorough should start from the nursery. It
should start from the very day the child is born. Some educationists
cven  hold that the problem is best tackled from the pre-natal age.
The contention may be true, but pre-natal education of the child re-
quires such a high standard of technical efficiency to which owing to
the present lack of a sufficient number of maternity and other hos-
pitals it is impossible for us to attain. We can however confine our-
sclves to the problem of finding the best methods for the care and

training of our child population. The need suggoests at once the
Shive SN ; 1 | ; ool :
desirabulity of education for women. The girls of today are the

mothers of tomorrow, and as such every girl should be taught in school
some of the rudiments of child training. Every mother, every
nurse in charge of a child, should know, for instance, that a child is
not always hungry when it criecs.  Nor may such crying be the sign
of sickness.  The cry of the child may be a distressful sound for the
mother, but to the child it may be the source of present or prospective
pleasure.  The child actually enjoys a certain benefit in the pitiful
sounds emitted in crying.  The explanation for this is that no child
is born into the world with its breathing apparatus or organs in perfect
and complete function. A child has got to learn how to breathe, it
bias got to learn how to speak by its breathing organs, and a great part
of the breathing exercise is performed by and through erying, and the
more the child has of this lesson which a kindly Nature 1s the Teacher
the better become the child’s breathing and speaking organs.

Consequently a mother or any nurse should be able to tell the
difference between the ery of hunger and the ery which is a breathing
exercise.  As a rule, our women folk usualiy begin to suckle the child
whenever it shows signs of erving.  Now, that 1s bad nursing. Even
though the cry may be distressful it is not always right for the mother
te alleviate her own mental distress by feeding the child.  Let the
child ery.  Don’t give it milk simply because it 13 erying. A child
should be fed only at stated intervals. lovery child—nay every per- -
son—should have fixed hours for meals. It the fixed time is not due
for feeding a child, let it ery out, but don't feed 1t.  If the cry con-
finues, the best thing will be te lull the child to sleep. A child must
have regular and long hours of sleep during the day as well as at night,
longer in fact than the sleeping hours of the mother, and whilst in the
cvening the mother sits by the fireside to gossip with her acquaint-
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ances, the child should not be made to stay with mother, but it must
be sent to sleep soon after it has had its evening meal and a bath. 1t
15 our custom ‘‘to let a child out’’ when it is a week old. 1t s
thought right for the mother to go to farm with the child, and some

- mothers start regular farm work a fortnight or less after the day of the

child’s birth.  All this is not right. It is I think wrong to take a
child under 3 months to a farm.  The little child is yet a stranger to
this world and it must be taught and brought up sottl\ and ncntl\ to
the bard things of this world. A young child cannot see, 1t cannot
hear much, aml it cannot smell much. It has not sense enouch to
sense danger.  All these are activities which should be taught to the
child nm'luvl]}' and step by step, for this finer method of lumnmn up
a child cannot be adopted if the new mother takes to farm work or
heavy manual labour. If, owing tn her economic position, the
11(>t}wr cannot afford a wet nurse or some other help to feed the infant,

dhe best she can do is to enlist the assistance of near relatives, her
Ilmthcr Or SOme otl.m person who can give her free assistance when
she goes to farm. A child can have a better .uI‘|ustmm:t of its ner-
vous organism when the lessons it has to learn a1 > brought to its
snowiedge eradually and step by step in little bits of experience and
not 1 the large blur of the forest or farm.

These instances will I trust show you the extreme delicacy of the
matter of nursery work, for the most permanent [oundations for the
sutare health and mental capacity of the child ave laid at a very carly
ace in the nursery.

English Nursery Schools.

Ilow thew can we have the best nursery training for our child
populatin 2 In places like England they have Nursery Schools
where people whe are not rich enough to engage private nurges and
governesses take their children during the day—children under the
age of 5-—to be taught how to wall, how to v'w,x!}\ and sing, how to
play and dray, liow to dance, how to slec ep, how to eat and a hun-
dred other how to’s and when to's. By the time a child is five,
1t can, under such & method, enjoy much greater benefits of health
and mental efficiency than the child of its own clags which has not

bad the advantages of such nursery trainine. *‘One great vesult
of the nursery " school is  that children  can get  faster
through the (1.1!1(11]11111 of to-day.  When they are half or two-

thirds through the present e]omcntaw school life t they will be ready
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to go on to more advanced work. “In short, the nursery school,
if it is a real place of nurture, and not merely a place where babies
are ‘minded’ till they are five, will affect our whole educational sys-
tem very powerfully and very rapidly. It will quickly raise the
possible level of enlture and attainment in all schools, heginning
with the junior schools. It will prove that this welter of disease
and misery in which we live, and which makes the doctor’s service
loom bigger than the teacher’s, can be swept away. It will make
the heavy walle, the terrible gates, the hard playground, the sun-
less and huge class-room lock monstrous, as they are. Tt will
give teachers a chance.””  This is the recorded experience of Mar-
garct McMillan (The Mursery Scheel, Dent) one of the foremost
exponents and workers in nurseries for children.  These methods
of traimng tae voung have been adopted on a very large scale in
England. aud the educational theories of men like Hon. Bertrand
Russell are based on tlhem.

Out here, [ Lave spoken to some prominent men about the need
for a nursery school for our children, emphasizing that without
such schools 1t would be difficalt to obtain the best results in  the
Kindergarten and Elementary Schools, but the men to whom T have
spoken have deemed it inadvisable to do so at this stage of our cul-
tural advance, because:

£15 a year is thought by some to be so heavy as .to

remder the 1dea unattractive to the ordinary peasant
nwother or father.

(1) The cost of nursery schools, roughly about £5 {o

(2) Nursery schools in which children will stay away
about 12 hours during the day tfrom their mother to be
brought up under conditions slightly different - from
those obtaining in their homes, will, it 1s held, be
iminical to the best intervests of the country i that
1t will alienate the feelings of the child from the senti-
mcuts of a home life.

(8)  Thirdly, nursery schools, 1t 1s contended, will not

attract the ordinary mother or father in that the peo-
ple as yet do not appreciate the necessity of having
their children brought up 1 a way which 1s not “‘custo-
mary,”’ is unusual, or foreign, and perhaps has  a

“Enropeanising’’ 1nfluence,

«
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All of which arguments will be right so long as we are  old
Hashioned cucugh to hold that our present civilisation, i.e. our pre-
sent social standard of life, 1y unqualifiedly enviable and unexcell-
ed.  An idea which is quite wrong.  Compared to many naftions
in the world our social culture is not commensurate with  the
health  and  prosperity  which — we  enjoy  today. But
besides the above cited objections a  Nursery  School  of
the nature deseribed above seems impossible at present because of
the fact of the large rural population we have in the Colony; were
we city dwellers nursery schools could have been ecasily instituted
;and managed; as 1t stands at present, the population of the country
is c0 seattered that it will be difficult to bring very young children
to a leswv central training or nursery schools.

Local Mursery Institutions.

Tliis Leing so, it is a problem for you and me and all our
friends and people to find a way of bringing up our girls under such
«conditions that swhen they become mothers they will be able  to
sraimtheir children " in the home in  the Dest way
soslivessSand s te live § wvell. Phere  are onme ot (wo
institutions in the Colony that can help in  this con-
nection. First, we have the Korle-bu Hospital where nurses can
be trained, aed also we bave the Maternity Hospital and the Child-
ren's Hoapital, Acera.  These mstitutions are open to the people
of Akim Abuckwa for traming i nursery work and midwifery. It
13 Dr you a:d me to tell our people about it; it is for you and me
to encoursge such of our youngmen and women, who are qualified,
to eanfer these mstitutions and learn the new ideas so that in time
they wili 2ome back to Akim Abuakwa and help us to educate our
girls. fo train our children, and to build for ourselves a strong and
cendurig nation and ever increasing population.

Secondly, in the matter of child welfare and women’s educa-
tion we have the elementary schools, and also a few high schools
for girls not in Akim Abuakwa, but accessible to all eligible Alkim
Abuakwa girls. I think we should send as many of our girls to these
places, and we should also see that our girls in the elementary schools
are taught something of human physiology and child psychology.
Lessons m these subjects can be given in most clementary ways and
they ean be made interesting from several points of view.
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A third remedy is for every educated man, for all of us, to sup-
vly ourselves with such sources of information as will enable us
to 1mpart the knowledge thus gained to those members of our family
over whom we have or should have some influence.  You will recall
that it 18 my intention to open a library for the educated people in
Akim Abuakwa and I hope that when this library is opened
uselal bovks on the subject will be available for you and all cur
educated friends.

Life s one of the dearest things on this Earth, for although
1w spirit the dead may still be with us, m all temporal
things we should aim at preserving our life and health. It must
not be forgotten that the strain and stress of the new civilised
i.fe—its motor and steam transport, its machinery, its preserved
foods, its rapid changes, its travel and bustle, all 1t§ constant de-
mands upon our nervous system and energy—are incomparably
greater and more exacting than what our life used to be fifty years
ago. Mhe consequences of the new life demand a much more ba-
lanced and guarded way of life for 1t 1z cf such a kind that the toll
of death that may come with 1t would be proportionately higher
thati awas the case with our fathers if we failed to take adequate
poteciion to preserve and sustain our health amidst the new  en-
vironmental conditions. It should therefore ke made a point in our
ratienal programme of progress to see that in accepting the civilisa-
tion of the whiteman—its comfort and luxury—we should also take
measures to live according to the health and medical precepts of  a
aivilised life.  The care of health 5110111(1 be greater than our desire
to amasg individual wealth by the methods of the white man, for
without health we cannot enjoy wealth. Health without wealth is
blind, and wealth without health is empty.

The Elementary School.

The next grade of education to which I should like you to duect
vour attention is what is known as the Elementary School, that 1s,
thie school in which the child enters at the age of five or six or seven
to be instructed in those general ideas which will fit him to choose
fis vocation or enable him to proceed to a higher school for the pur-
pose of preparing for progress or a higher grade appointment in life.
Tl e elementary school is the place where a child should ‘‘know some-
thing of everything and everything of something.””  That is to say,
it is a school in which every child has to be grounded in the element-
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ary ideas of several subjects to serve him as a handle or key or lever
to open the various mysteries of life in any particular sphere of the
_great battle of life chosen by him.

The elementary school is intended to cnable a child to go 1infto

-any trade, to start as an apprentice, with a proper sense of the graded
value of things. He is taught there to give proper respect for his
family and the members of his business circle.  He is taught in the
-elementary school to be a good member of his particular society. He
is taught how to entertain a dutiful respecet for his State, to grow and
become a good citizen. He is taught the appropriate duty he owes
to God and man, to love man and to love God.  Elementary educa-
ticn should enable a child to grow up with enlightened ideas  about
diis relation to his brother man, to his family, to his country, and to
aespect everything or everyman in the world that merits admiration
-and honour.
The Artisan v. The Clerk.

Secondly, the elementary school is a place where a child learns
those rudiments of “‘everything’ which enable him to enter a voca-
tional school, (Technical or Trade or Secondary,) without the neces-
sity of going under service either as a servant or an apprentice. The
hoy at the elementary school will find that his apprenticeship as a
Clerk, his choice of a commercial or vocational school, and his even-
tual qualification at these latter institutions, become much easier
Dbecause of that good foundation to which he drilled himselt in  the
-elementary school. Tt 1s necessary for us to draw a clear line  of
distinction between the boy or girl who stops at the highest standard
at the elementary school, and the boy or girl who proceeds from that
school into what 15 called a ““Secondary’™ School, 1.¢. a vocational or
commercial school, Trade, Technical, or Institutional, by means of
sthich he or she acquires additional training which the boy or girl
who stops at the highest standard at  the clement-
2ry  school may  possibly  obtain under the state
of an apprentice or probationer either as &
«clerk or a manual worker, or as is more commonly the case, as a co-
coa buyer. I wish you to understand this distinction because owing
1o lack of a sense of appreciation between the man who leaves school
without a vocation—the ‘‘Clerk’” that is, and the man who does not
leave school until he has acquired a vocation, a commercial or busi-
ness training, we are incapable of sceing that the artisan is rveally
mnch better situated than the “‘Clerk’
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The clerk stands to the vocationally trained man as 7:9, or pei-
liaps less. In Akim Abuakwa you see the difference best when you
.compare the youngman who went to the Seminary with the one who
stopped at the Middle School. The Seminary student, having ac-
quired vocational training as a Teacher stands at a greater advantage
of making a mark in the world than the one who entered the world
after passing Standard VIL. It is, in the nature of things, impos-
sible for such a man to rise to a high standard of achievement unless
he gave himself some sort of private or self-education through which
he might rise to equal the man who had spent two or four years in
the Seminary.

I hope you will malke it a duty to see that any xoungman of your
acquaintance or any man who has a boy or girl in school does  not
leave or permit his boy or girl to leave school until he or she has ac-
quired a vocation, or is fairly on the way of acquiring a training that
will give him or her a better status than that of the apprentice or pro-
bationer. The passing of the Government Civil Service Examina-
tion is a fairly good test whether a boy or girl may adopt a business
Career \])ccmlh it there is no chance for such boy or girl receiving
lnghm vocational training at one or other of the Vocational Schools
1n the Colony. But ﬁr.’\'t, we must lay for ourselves a good founda-
tion 1n the elementary school.

The Vocational School.

With regard to Secondary or Commercial Schools, i.e. schools
which train youngmen and youngwomen for a vocational career, I
siould like to call your attention to the fact that we have the Kibbt
Junior Trade School at which boys can be trained to become master-
masons, carpenters, metal workers, or agriculturists, but it is a sur-
prising revelation that although our Omanhene has, at great cost te
the State, had the Trade School established for us, the School is not
patronised by sons of the soil as well as it should be, for 1t appears
that a majority of the best boys mnow at the Trade
School  come  from  places ag far away from = Kibbi
as Adda and  IKrobo—the people in those places
eing already celebrated for their industry—whilst onr own boys dis-
regard the bencfits of that institution, and a majority of those who
go to the Scheol from Akim Abuakwa have not shown results as
b'mht as one should expect them to. I do hope that you will let
it be known to all your friends that it was a great act of foresight on
the part of our Omanhene to have insisted upon the Trade School be-
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g established in Akim Abuakwa, and we should be very greatly to
I-Jame for our lack of vision in not patronising the Trade School.

There 1s also the Technical School at Accra at which vocational
ar business Training can be given, and I do hope that as many friends
ol your acquaintance will be advised to appreciate the value of send-
ng good boys to that institution.

Besides these we have the newly established Achimota College
at which vocational training of a higher kind may be obtained, and
there is also the Teachers' Training Institution at Akropong  and
Aeera at which vocational training of an appreciably high standard as

@ W lleacher  miay.  be  obtained. We  have also  the
burvey and  Agricultural  Schools, the advantages  of

which can never Dbe exhausted, and I trust that those of
cur youngmen who do not like to become teachers, or Trade Scholars

wmall - enter  the Survey and  Agricultural Schools. As
regards the training for  teaching, I need not
emphasize its mestimable  value, for I doubt not if

vou are not yourself a product of that Tnsfitution, you have an
acquaintance or two who have received their training in that institu-
tion, and you are well aware how highly respected are the School
Teachers who have thus qualified for a higher vocation with profit to
themselves, their tamily, and their country, and of course, indircctly
to all men and women who come in contact with them.
The High School.

Apart from the ceducation of the Clerk, the future mother, the
artisan, and the professional School Teacler, there are cther forms
of training to which those youngmen in Abuakwaland qualiiied by age

and capacity may aspire. . A few vears ago suech centres cf higher
cducational traming could hardly be found i the Colony. Cape

Coast, that ancient scat of learning, catered for a selected class of
students with some of the products of which you have no doubt come:
1 contact, and to-day that form of higher education has heen added
to by the great educational institution at Achimota, Acera. [t 15
frere that we must expect to find our higher salvation in educational
advance  We in Abuakwaland should have had to institute a high-
er educational centre for the training of our vouth had not Achimota
been established. Tt was for a long time the aim of Sir Ofor1 Atta
to establish a boarding school for Boys and Girls in Abuakwaland,
and T hope it is not too late for steps to be taken to meet the demand
before the need becomes too acute.
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Now however that Achimota has, so to speak, been thrust upomn
ns, our difficulties have been appreciably reduced, and I should like
te feel that we in Akim Abuakwa have no intention of trampling up-
on this precious pearl as if unaware of the great value inherent there-
m towards our salvation.

The English Educational System.

In England they have (1) Elementary Schools of more or less
the type and standard of our present elementary or primary Govern-
ment and Missionary Schools; they have also (2) Technical — or
business Schools of more or less the standard of our Trade, Techni-
cel, or Teachers’ Training Institutions, usually “termed the Sccond-
arv School. At these institutions students are prepared for techni-
cal vocations, the school being chiefly concerned with the practical
application to industries of th(' pnn(lplu\ of science and of art. It
1s a place where all education lower than that of University rank, and
lugher than that given in the primary Schools is taught. It gives
a general education, educing the whole faculties of the student and
1ot confining itself to the acquirement by the pupil of that kind of
instruction directed simply at fitting a boy or girl to enter business
in a subordinate capacity. The term vocational or secondary school
includes the ““Grammar School” as well as the Traming Institution
for teachers, for these schools enable the pupils to leave for the world
well prepared for appointments in business higher than that of  the
Clerk, and they give also an excellent preparation  for professional
stodies  such as medicine, law, agriculture, teaching, = carpentry,
masonry, metal work, survey, engincering, and the professions  of
architecture, painting ete. It is also in the secondary school that
givls have a wide opportunity of being given practical lessons in do-
mestic economy, as well as a thorough training in music and the fine
.-1','{':\'. There are, as I have said, many of such schools scattered in
the Colony, the most famous being the Mfantsipim at Cape Coast,
the Roman Catholic Convents, the Technical School, Accra, the 4
Trade  Schools, the Teachers Training Institutions, the Survey

Schools, and  some other High  Schools and Con-
vents  (Wesleyan, Catholic and Presbyterian) . It

is only for wus to patronise these Schools and our stand-
ard will rise to equal that of many civilised countries.

The Public School.
(3)  Besides the Elementary and the Secondary, they  have
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in England, some other form of School which is much like the Second-
ary but differs a little in that it gives a general or liberal education
to its students of such a kind that the studont from any such school
van enter into the world not necessarily with his vocation cut out for
Lim, but ready and prepared with the larger end of making him fit
tor high positions of management and trust in all walks of life. This
is what is known in England as the Public School, where a  really
first class education londmn to the Universities and to what is known

in England as the ‘Services,”” is given. A hoy who has passed
terough the junior seetion of a Public School has the choice of sub-
jeets for speeial study that may determine his future carcer.  Should

hie decide to take the “‘Classical’” course in the Public School curri-
culuimn, he would be preparing for an advanced course in the Univer-
sity w ith a view to a profession or to enter the higher branch of the
Civil Service.  More often, some of these boys are the sons of in-
dependent or wealthy parents who desire their sons to take to  the
political life of government in much the same way as the duck takes
ic water in th‘lt they have not a great urge to work for a living.
Many of these students however enter the world as professional or
cther leading men of note.  If however a public school boy instead
of taking the Classical course takes the “‘“Modern’™ Course in the
School, he begins to prepare for engineering, or for some of  the
ieading positions in the commercial and industrial spheres, or he
may prepare for the army or navy In any event a Public School
Lev comes out of the Sehool and ]"nm the University a full-fledged
master mind; he may serve as a cadet for appointment in some new
jocality but never as an apprentice or learner

It has been said of the English Public Schools that no country
i the world has institutions comparable to them ‘‘either in  the
character of their aim, the singular blending of freedom and disci-
wline 1n the daily life of the scholar, the attention given to the forma-
tion of lofty character, which seems to be acquired almost automati-
celly, through the action of environment rather than of formal in-
¢truction,”” providing as it does “‘all means for the pursuit of athle-
ves, a pursuit which has beecome more and more a passion with the
youth of England.”

The Clerk v. The Secretary.

In short, education in a Public School—there are about 170
an to take direction of
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sffairs, of large concerns and big issues, without much need of the
smechanism of practical experience. It 1s men of this type that
~ome out to the Gold Coast, to the Secretariat for instance, to take
up some of the highest posts in the Civil Service even though the
age of any one of them might not be half the age of one of the oldest
cierks in the Secretariat.  This state of things is tolerated not be-
cuuse the youngman of 22 who takes command over the old clerk
cf 45 is white, nor that the Secretariat Clerlk is inferior in native
¢hility to the young arrival, but because the authorities have reason
to consider ‘the younger man to have gone through a course  of
training that at once gives him all the ripe and rich experience of
the long service clerk, and he has something more than that, he has
with him in tabloid form, the germ of initiative and executive or
administrative direction.  This to a lay mind may seem an absurd
order of things, but to the student of psychology it seems natural
cuough, sinee the supreme test of mental quality is based upon the
kind of systematic training received and not upon the mechanica
growth of the mind, that is to say, a man who from an early age
trains his mind to the highest possible perfection has a wider breath
for mental exercise than he who starts to belabour his mind with
singular facts that come to him in isolated forms.

The University. !
(4). Again 1 England they have the highest institution of
learning, the University, at which men are traned in a highly spe-
ciadised manner, at which the best scholars and authorities exchange
ideas, and to which students from the Public and other schools re-
sert to benefit by the communication of the best knowledge that the
time affords. To the University goes the student who has decided
upon a classical or modern carcer to put finishing touches to the
learning obtamed at the Public School and other institutions of a

sinnlar nature.  The University is a sort of corporation of all the
higher colleges devoted to different branches of learning. T must

waric you, however, that the Universily man 18 not one who has
learnt everything. A University is a place where the best that
there 1 to know about any one subject, or connected group of sub-
jects, 18 taught to the student desirous of qualitying as an authority
or a xcholar in the particular branch of life he has chosen to work
out a salvation for himself and for humanity.  (The ancient Uni-
versities were very exacting in what they expected their students to ac-
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.complish, and the hife of men like Milton who, as a classical scho-
lar, inew his Latin and Greek, his Mathematies and Science, French
and Tialian, Arabic and Sanskrit, English prose and poetry, and
who, besides, loved his country as \\ell—xlm\\ that to be a universi-
ty man in the old days was to make all the world your universe of

study. To-day, however, University men are not supposv(l to know
-everything . There is specialisation to an efficient degree as opposed
to generabisation.)

Ot the four grades of schools and seats of learning found in Iin-
gland, we have only the first (Blementary) and the second (Second-

ary or Vocational) well established 1 the Gold Coast. The Pub-
li(_: Sehaol has been or is about to be lnlm(ln(u] at Achimota and that
may lead on to the establishment of a University at which we can
acquire that sort of efficiency to enable us to take a large share in
the ecntrol and direction of our own destiny.

The Achimota NModel.

Achimota, then, is the place where from Januvary 1929 the
Gold Ceast Colony is going to train mien and women who will gra-
dually tegin to assume the higher appointments in the public and
business hlg of the Colony. It we in Abuakwaland would like to
take a sharve in the great t‘nno\ that are i store for the develop-
ment of this country—iwe must remember the Gold Coast is  still
160 per cent. a raw undeveloped portion of the surface of the earth—
if we 1 Abuakwaland are conscious that if we failed to step brisk-
ly with the dance at Achimota we shall 10 to 15 yvears hence be lett
in the background like the wall-flower in a dance hall, then this is
the time for us to act, this is the time for you and me and all our
frienas to take active waterest in Achimota and send owr children
there to share in making the pudding and in eating it.  Our child-
ren must {from the very start share in the inestimable benefits that
are sure to accrue to the Colony from the fruits at Achimota.

I very sincerely and carnestly wish you to understand that
throughout the whole of British West Africa, perhaps in the whole
¢t tropical Africa, there is not a finer educational institution like
Achimota, and ahead\' we hear that the Kng of Abyssinia, the only
independent African kmgdom has sought to send his (hll(hen to
Achimota for higher education; this may be mere rumour, but it
shows also that the outside world are quite alive to the true and real
value of an institution like the one we have with us.  The product
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-of the Achimota ideal will be the finest cducational product anywhere
in Africa.

The Cost of Achimota.

The greatest objection to Achimota is the cost.  According to
the present scale Achimota will cost:—

(1) For the Kindergarten puipl 4-6% years of age £20 per annum;
(2) For the primary school pupil 6-12% >’ £30 > 2

(38) Eor the Secondary Student 12117 =E=2 g5 (R

(4) For the University Student 17-21 ** > £75 »° =

It has been objected that for a child of five to start school at the
rate of £20 a year is unheard of and extraordinary. Those who
advance this argument forget perhaps that what Achimota intends
to do to the child is equally a novel thing, something that is ‘‘unheard
of,”” and of course who denies that Achimota i1s an extraordinary
place, an uncommon educational institution as different from the old
type of bush school as a push bike 1s from an automobile:? ~ Admit-
tealy 1t would be a fine thing if the Government could make Achi-
mota a free institution where everybody could send his child at abouf
the same cost as the bush school which 1s largely responsible  for
the present educational predicament or the country. But if Achimota
were made free where would 1ts value lie ?  Should we persist in
living in an educational world of darkness in which, as Hegel once
put it, “‘all cows are black ?°

I don’t suppuse that the Government has raised the Achimota
standard so high for the simple reason that it wants to make money
out of it T believe the intention is somehow to recruit to Achimo-
ta only children who can be said to have come from good homes or
good environment by the fact that their parents are rich enough to
pay a dear price for their future welfare.  If this were not the aim
of Government 1t would remain inexplicable why the Government
should think it worth while to spend thousands of pounds at Achi-
mota only to make a parent pay £20 a year for a training which
-could be obtained for the child at twentieth the cost 2  Secondly
it seems to me that the Government intends to induce parents to
send to Achimota only those of their children who show a promise
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-or an aptitude for higher training, for the ideal at Achimota is
“quality’” not ‘‘quantity,”’ or, as I have said somewhere “‘tulips
not roses.”’  Very soon, when the results of Achimota begin to
chow themselves, the Prince of Wales College will be flooded with
.applications for admission, and if then it were tree, the ideal before
the founders would be killed by the method of admitting a class of
.children with no prospect of assimilating the 1deas of higher train-

ing. = Parents would begin to experiment with their children at
Achimota just to see “'if my child can do 1t too.””  The result would

be chaotie.

In England people have come to recognise the Public School to
be so usetul and indispensable a thing that thousands of children are
vearly refused admission for the simple reason that toere is no room
ior all who wish to go there. At places like Eton, Harrow, Rugby,
Winchester, and Charterhouse, a parent who desires hip son to ob-
tain a Public School education must first register the child’s name
az the School on the very day of his birth. A child whose name 1s
thus entered remains on the waiting list of the particular Public
School and will be admitted to the School, if being otherwise qaali-
neds there 15 a vacancy for him on lis avriving at the proper age.
‘The same thing may one day happen with Achimota. If you wans
the best of your children well provided for, you canrot do better than
seek entrance for them now at Achimota. From the very start our
people must be made to realise the value of Aclumota, and value is
to him who pays.

Its Value.
Apart from these speculative explanations as to the cost of Achi-
mota, there is of course a real reason for the high fees, namely, the
cost of keeping a child there, including lodging, food, games — and

cports.  T'he Government seems to contend that these things will
actually amount to the figure quoted per annum.  Whether this is

50 or not, it is for our higher luminaries at the Legislative Council
and the Board of Hducation to find out.  But let it be understood
‘that although any one educated at Achimota primarily obtains bene-
fit for himself and, may be, for his native State, yet remembering the
saying that ‘it is men and not things that make a country great,’”’
whatever benefits accrue to any Achimota product will be to the ulti-
mate good of the whole country. ‘Man,’”” says Aristotle, “‘is a social
arimal,”’ and no one man can live for himsell alene or for his family



50.

or his State alone, however selfish he may be. In appealing to you
therefore to take interest in Achimota I do so in the belief that the
benefit that accrues to you and your family will eventually benefi
the Akim Abuakwa State, and ultimately the whole of the people
of this Colony. If we in Abuakwaland fail to send onr children
to this institution we shall have consciously deprived ourselves of
some of the highest advantages for enlightened progress, and we
<hall have failed to take an appreciable share in the burden of deve-
loping this country, the land which gave us birth and being and to
the destiny of which onr own immediate destiny is anchored.

Cenclusion.
I should like to thank you for the patience you have shown in
reading this long letter. I do hope that I have been able to put

my case 1 as plain a language as possible, for in writing to you on
these 1mportant topics, 1t was not my anm to achieve any rhetorical
effects. My method has been to use a common diction with the
-object of appealing to vour proper sense for facts of value. I trust
that when you become convinced of the urgent necessity for taking
co-operative or individual action in any of the matters outlined above
vou will take steps at once to effect reforms or urge things forward
to realise your aim, for in many of the matters I have placed before
vou, it will be fatal merely to wait and sce.

T shall be most happy to hear from you as to any point on which
~ou desire more information, and if you will be so kind as to send
me any suggestions, I shall place yours side by side with suggestions
received from other quarters and publish a symposium of the differ-
<nt opinions expressed.

An Apology to Gold Coast Youth.

I feel I owe an apology to those educated sons of the Gold Coast
who may take interest in this epistle as to wish that I had addressed
it to all the educated people of the Colony, Ashanti, and the North-
«in Territories. T should very much like to do this but for
the fact that had T done so the whole trend of the epistle would have
talken a tone of generality and the result wonld not have been as
effective and satisfactory as one should wish. If however  any
educated person in the Gold Coast desirous of helping his native State
wwould only substitute for the name Akim Abuakwa or Abuakwaland
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the name of his own State, T doubt not he would find that thronghout
this letter there is scarcely anything that might not have been
meant for the people of his own State. ]hv\o remarks apply parti-
cularly to the sections on town or village councils and ducation,
and I trust those of my friends and other admirvers in the Colony
who are constantly writing to me, and into whose hands this letter
wmay fall, will be kind to write and Jet me have their suggestions and
comments which may be published later for the greater and higher
nterest of the Colony, West Africa, and the Negro race.

In conclusion I should like to emphasize for your benefit that 1
'rcli(}\'c in anything, such as the Trusteeship of the British BEmpire

nd the development of African institutional governments from the
':natc in which they are at present to a higher fmd better state, which
will raise the Colony as a whole to a participation in those higher
efements of human well heing and h:lmnm‘x.\ in which Truth, Beaun-
iy and Goodness are the eternal containers.

It in addressing this letter to vou T have helped to set alight the
slightest spark of patriotic fervour, [ feel most sincerely happy to
sign myself,

S

Yours very respectfully.

Cyladorn Hall, M MM//
Kibhi, Al

im Abuakya
LIth September, 1928.

The Gmission Of The Cocoa Trada.

You will notice, I think with some regret that although this lef-
ter covers a wide and varied ground in regard to the problems of this
country, it does not directly devote a paragraph to Trade, Coramerce
or the Cocoa Industry.  This omission, I am ready to admit, is a
valid ground for eriticism. for cocoa heing the staple industry, vou
are rightly entitled to expect that it should he snecially dealt with
™ the text and not relegated to the doubtful hononr of a nasteriptinm.

I desire to assure you that the exclusion of trade and commeran
rom the text is intentional and not negligent. T have not omitted
ihe eocoa industry and its trade because I take them to be negligible;
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they have been omitted because it was not my intention in this let-
ler to discuss pure economic questions.  As [ said somewhere in
this letter, every person, and every nation must have an ideal or goal
ay the working plan of his or its activity, and the ambition is realiz-
able in proportion as it is clear cut, distinct, and distinguished.

This is an age of specialisation. It is the age in which every
man or woman who wishes to succeed on a large and striking scale
should specialise or fully equip himself in one particular problem or
&n organic group of problems. The village carpenter who is the
village blacksmith as well cannot be both a good carpenter and a
good blacksmith. At best he can make a hobby of the one and a
socation of the other.  The clergyman who is a lawyer as well can-
not be both a devout parson and a clever advocate.  One simulation
wust be given up for the other.  Nor can the devoted inventor be a
good dramatic critie, for it is not easy to combine originality with
e critical faculty.  And so on. > :

Trade and the cocoa industry are proper subjects for the econo-
nist to tackle.  Hconomics is not my special concern. I could
be of help in assisting to unrvavel the economic tangle which has in-
volved us in our present impoverishraent, but T have chosen instead to
nee any talents T have in the interests of social progress. My ideal
is to help to mould the conditions of life in this country to approach
the level of tolerable culture by means of eduecaticnal and social ad-
justments. It is for those who have charged themselves with the
duty of educating the country on its econemic needs to come forward
at the appropriate time and lead the country to itsitrue place i the

cconomic world.  In the ultimate end social reform and economics
iuvolve one another.  They are both means to the Summum Bonum,

ieading to the highest realisation of the Good, but the ethical In
bife interests me more than the economic, and T enlist your special
sympathy and assistance in any suggestions of mine which appeal
io your rational convietion.

Gold Coast Students Association, London.

Perhaps, T should assure you further that the above statement
i not something that has come out of mie as an after-thought. It
has been my declared aim ever since I had an opportunity of de-
claring openly what share T intended to assume in the labour of de-
veloping this country and its people in accord with modern standards
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of civilised life. It was at a special meeting of  the told Coast
Students Association, London, that I made the declaration to devote
my spare hours to the study and propagation of social and education-

O
3 e}
al reforms.

Perhaps I am revealing a secret in informing you that it is a
part of the original constitution of that Association for every member
to sign or subscribe to a declaration setting forth the particular sphere
of life i which he intends to take a hand in the progress of the Co-
lony Swhen  he comes Dack home to ~work in  the
Gold Coast. Some menibers of the Associa-
tion declared for Infantile: mortality, others for Trade and
Commerce, others for Sanitation, others for research into African
Herbs, and others for other branches of life. 1 signed for Social
and HEdueational Reform, and I think T am in one way redeeming the
plegde I gave to the members of the Gold Coast Students Association
15 making the contents of this letter available for every person in the
Colony.

Seme Requisites O ;

Lest you should be misled as to my intentions, L desire to give
a few hints on the primary requisites of Trade and Commerce. 1
believe that any commercial or trade undertaking which aims at un-
cualified suecess must in the first place recognise the importance of |
Combination.  Competition is only successful when the competing
forces co-operate within and without themselves to carry out certain
Getermined objectives.  Such combinations may take the form of co-
cperative societies wherein, for instance, farmers engaged in  the
cocoa industry agree to market their produce at particular centres or
o particular people or to some people in general who represent their
nterests and are prepared to share the profits of middlemen with the
producers.  Several of such co-operative systems have been brought
to the notice of the cocoa farmers in this country, and T desire to ad-
vise that if upon earetul investigations you and your friends conclude
that any particular co-operative system with sufficient guaranteed
capital behind 1t, will ensure a good return to the people, no stone
should be left unturned to get such a system supported for the bene-
fit of the farmers.  Another form of combination is the amalgama-
tion of 1dentical interests under the direction of a single group for
the benefit of the owners.  Such combinations no doubt bring wealth
to the people so combined. In the cocoa industry in particular, it
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Lrings wealth to the middleman, the cocoa buyer, but it does not
bring as much return to the farmer as the co-operative system seems
to ensure to him.  However if you and your friends find that the
co-operative system is, owing to apparent lack of confidence, unwork-
able, 1t 1s for you to scek out methods by which you can capture some
of the enormous returns which, instead of being reserved in  this
country, are yearly being exported by the merchants and other mid-
clemen into foreign countries.

Trust and Confidence in Trade.

The second essential of a suceessful trade or commercial under-
taking is the creation and maintenance of confidence and trust. Tell
>our friends not to be misled into believing that the white trader who
advances money to the tune of £1000 or more against a deposit and
security of about £150 cash and £200 cstate, does so m the belief
that £350 is good compensation for £1000. What he desires to pro-
mote 13 a system of mutual confidence and trust, for where these are
not in evidence eredit disappears, and with it, the assurance and sup-
port that could come from Bankers and Financiers. It 1s  an
elementary rule of economics to realise that with every breakdown
ol a single commercial engagement, the value of money depreciates
and the repercussion of such depreciation on the standard of gold
value at the Bank reflects itself in every detail of trade.  The enor-
sious fluctuationy and instabilities in the cocoa market are due main-
iv to the loss of confidence and the betrayal of trust, and with every
breakdown of trade arrangements, a like change takes place on the
coeoa market and a sympathetic reduction of price in cocoa is forced
upon the poor farmer. It is therefore essential for our trade pros-
perity that we should study the benefits of commercial security, trust,
and confidence, so that not only m the cocoa trade, but in every as-
pect of commerce and industry, we should be able to compete with
the trader who comes into the country, however big his ecapital
might be. i

A third essential of suecessful trade operations is the proper
exploitation of talent.  Where it is recognised that any particular
tian has talents suitable for large industrial or commercial concerns,
he should be given a chance, equal to his talent, for exercising
his capacity in the interests of this country.  That atmosphere of
suspicion of the stranger, the man not of our group, or our race,
should not be allowed to enter the domains of trade, for without brains.
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~well equipped for a special aspect of business we would be left behind
in the race for economic control. Tt us cast away from us our
_jealousies and prejudices, and give proper scope for the exploitation
ot commercial talent for the good of the country.

Cocoa Plantations.

As to the cocoa industry itself, I should warn you and all our
{riends, the farmers, that the growth, care, and preparation of co-
.coa are aspects of an important idustry that require very systema-
tic and careful handling, and the farmer should at all times avail
himself of the best technical advice that comes to him, through his
*Chief or other agency, from the government and
other Agricultural  Officers in  the country. i de-
sire - to - recommend to your serious study and practice
every piece of advice or information that may reach you from
the Agricultural Officers or from the Agricultural Society which
‘has recently been established in Akim Abuakwa.

Cocoa Buying Centres.

We in Abuakwaland should endeavour to make a good return
by establishing a large central market for cocoa at one of the Rail-
way Stations mm Akim Abuakwa. 1t is possible for us to station se-
tect and well picked cocoa buyers at such stations ag Tafo or Anyi-
nam whose business will be to buy the best possible cocoa and sell
it to the best buyers. In that way we shall gradually establish  a
nanie and a brand for Akim Abuakwa Cocoa, and with a good grade
ance established the farmer will obtain an assurance of good stand-
ard price for the standard quality which the exceptional labonr he

Lias put in bis produce encourages him to expect. | We can select a
place like Tafo or Anyinam as an experimental gtation for buying
and marketing the best and only the best cocoa. = In time to come

the Buropean trader who has always got an eye for a good thing,
will be forced to recognise that “Tafo Cocoa’ or the  ““Anyinam
Brand’' is a synonym for ‘‘good cocoa’’, and the maintenance  of
‘that quality may revolutionise the whole basis of the cocoa trade in
Akim Abuakwa.

It is not easy to establish such a standard quality for Abuakwa
<cocoa unless we induce as many of our farmers to sell their cocoa to
representative buyers at Central Depots, and the best way to reach
the generality of farmers is through the Chiefs and rulers of = the
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«country. I therefore advise that yvou get into touch with the farmers,
through the Chiefs or other representative men so as to give them
an assurance that they could have a reasonable expectation of a
«constant level of high price if

(1) They would always produce the best cocoa;
(2) Sell at recognised Buying Centres to representative State-

Buyers who are instructed to buy the best; and
(3)Maintain a high tradition of good cocoa and a constant
supply of large quantities.

This third is a very important point, for it will be impossible
to create any impression upon the Colony’s Cocoa trade unless the
greatest portion, if not all, of the cocoa from Akim Abuakwa were
prepared to the standard of “‘Tafo or Anyinam grade.’”’

Such a scheme 1s only workable with the support of the Chiefs
and of the big commercial concerns. It the latter, like Cadbury
and Fry’s, are prepared to offer the best prices for the best cocoa,
there 1s no reason why our Chiefs should not give their support to
the scheme, giving due recognition to those of the Traders” cocoa
buyers and agcnts who might give assurance to the State of their
willingness to buy the best and only the best.

Value for Money.

The aim of such a scheme 1s twofold.  First, it is to realize for
the farmer a high level of standard price for his produce; and second,
it 1s intended to demonstrate to the farmer that good work has good
value, and that the more he combines with his fellow workers to pro-
duce. none but the best cocoa, the more he will gain from the result
of his Labours.

As you are aware, the me thod adopted by the State in recent
vears to ensure the nmxl\etmo of good cocoa was by Inspection by
State officers who had no mtelcst in the cocoa other than the fact of
entering up the name of the farmer with bad cocoa for a criminal
summons to be issued against him.  Now the local cocoa Inspector
iz thoroughly powerless to educate the farmer as to the need for
gnod cocoa. At best he tells him that if he brings bad cocoa on the
market he will be fined 5/-. He does not tell him what “‘good’’
cocoa may bring to him. And what is a fine of 5/- or even £1 to
the farmer who, after the Inspector’s summons, is sure to realise as
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wuch for his cocoa as his fortunate brother who, for one reason or
the other, was not detected and fined?

Local Inspection of cocoa cannot have any direct cffect on the
buyer or trader. The latter can only be urged to buy the best if in
buying bad cocoa he is prevented Irom shipping same or selling it
to any other Trader. The only way in which cocoa inspection can
profit the country is by way of Z!sputlon at the port of shipment.
Nothing can be more effective than that method.  The Trader knows
this to be true, and so, I think does the Government.  But of course
cuch a law will be very difficult to place on the statute book of the
(‘clony, and 1 can only invite vou to consider the alternative plan to
(nsure the sale and purchase of “‘the best quality cocoa,”” which has
been briefly outlined above.

I hope also that by establishing central buying places at one or
*wo of our 1mportant Railw ay Stations we sh: all be able to have our
own Koforidua or Nkawkaw such as the New Juabens and the Kwa-
liu:: have been able to do.  We should be able in Abuakwaland to
create a real township of good substantial buildings for the new
trade so as not to be bested out of our rights by our own inaction and
“inertia.

Respectfully yours,

et BAVDE



‘BOOKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

AKIM ABUKWA HANBOOK (FORSTER GROOM) 5/-

Conuains a biography of Nana Sir Ofori Atta, K.B.E., a History of Akim
Abuakwa; numerous portraits and pictures; with two Maps—political and indus-
trial.

A valuable compendium. It bristles with information regarding hither-
to unpubiished facts regarding the state of Akim Abuakwa from the time of its
protection under the British rule in 1867 up to the present.”’—Gold Coast

Spectator.
AKAN LAWS AND STOMS (ROUTI.EDGE) 10/6. AND
ASES IN AKAN LAW (ROUTLEDGE) 10/6. TWO INDISPENSAEBLE COMPANION VOLUMES.

“*No Dbetter written book of travel is extant in the English language’’—Sun-
day Tiines

“The two books will also fill a long existing void in relation fto authorita-
tive literature regarding the laws and customs of the peoples of the Akan-Twi

persuasien. . . . . .The anthropological value of Akan Laws and Customs cannot
be over-estimated.’’—Gold Coast Independent.

¥ ; a classic. The style is ornate, cleyerly conceived and exe-
cuted”’ d Coast Spectaior.

: this very fuil and accuratc account of Akan government and
12w 0y, Danqueh manages to be sersonal and objective in a most exem-
plary fashicn, and there is a legal precision in his language which likewise helps
to lend a scientific air to the whole treatment.’’—The Times. (London)

““The book deserves to be widely read, especially by these who have to
deal v i native probleiss. '—Nation.

““A scholarly and valuable first-hand centribution to the scanty literature
available to Eurpean and American readers, v ho need something more thorcugh-
zoing and authoritative than traveller’s tales about the manners and custems ¢f
the Afiican. —Scolsman.

“‘In-the French language, inédit is an adjective of high praise. It is
nighly .applicable to Cases in Akan La.., bich is a collection c¢f judements, in
exceiicnt English, of an African Paramcur. Thief. . . . . . . The learned will dis-
cover this bock for themselves. We c.mmend it to the attention of ama-
‘eurs.”’—New Statesman.

“‘Mr. Danquah’s becok cemes at the right moment. . . His luecidEex

planation as to the various personages and officials in Eastern Akim, from the
Omanhene (Paramount Chief) down te the bearers of his steol, with an account
of their privileges, pewers, and duties, is- most valuable.”'—West Africa.
“‘These two books on the laws and customs of the Akan people, by a bril-
liant member of the race, are a useful compendium cf material for that study of
.22 history, traditiens, and psychology of the African which European adminis-
“trators and educators agree with African leaders of though: in regarding as
essential for those whe aspire to assist the Africans in the development imposed

tem by contact with European legal, political, and economic ideas.’’—Afri-
GO Vi ortd.

“‘T cannot refrain from complimenting you urca the lucid text. If all ex-
perts would write in the same clear English, technical works would be more
freqneitly read and understood by ordinary readers like myself. . . . . . They

certainly sweep away a gieat deal of the nonsense ihat has been said and writ-
ten ducing the last thirty years concerning the Gold Ceast Tribal laws and cus-
toms. ' '—DMajor-General W. H. Grey, C.B., C.M.G.

““One of the most brilliant Africans. who are new tsking up the study and
interpretation of their native spiritual ideas is Dr. Danquah in his Akan Laws
and Customs.”’—W.F.H. in the African World.

THE ABOVE-NAMED BOOKS ARE OBTAINABLE FROM THE PUBLISIHERS _ AND
FROM THE WESLEYAN METHODIST BOOK DEPOT. P. O. BOX 100. ACCRA: THE SCOTTISH
MIoSION EOQOK DEPCT. ACCRA. MR. K. T. A. DANQUAH. OFORI PANIN FIE. KIBBI: MR:

. Q. DANSO, P. O. BOX 420, ACCRA: LIEUT.-cOL. J. H. LEVY., D.S.0., O.B.E.. ABBEY
HOUSE, 8, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON. S.W.1.
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