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EDITORIAL

ONE YEAR OF FREEDOM AND SANITY

IT 1s almost a year now since the N.L.C. took over the
reins of government in Ghana. In a popular coup an end
was put to insane and unredlistic economic policies, malad-
ministration and unnecessary ideological rigidity (an index
of political immaturity and primitive political consciousness).

At the time of the coup it was found necessary to explain
the resort to unconstitutional means to Ghanaians and the
world. We explained ourselves to the point of being apologetic
about the coup. But was such an effort necessary? On any
adequate view of history men in all parts of the world have
had at one time or the other to resort to unconstitutional
means of changing their political systems: Britain did it
in 1649, America in 1776, Russia in 1917 and China in 1949.
As David Hume, the English political theorist, said
there is hardly a nation in this world whose government
is not ultimately based on illegal acquisifion of
power. The important thing is that at a time of a coup,
barring peaceful opportunity to change a government, there
must be a universal realization in the country that the country’s
tulers have lost popular support and are maintaining them-
selves in power by resort to undemocratic Political devices.
Ghana before 24 February 1966 was in such a position. This is
the justification for the coup. The important thing is that
Ghanaians thought the coup was necessary; and that is that.

What has been achieved since the coup? It will be generally
conceded that there is no officially imposed one climate
of social and political ideas. There is growing confidence
in the economy of Ghana. The bare necessities of life are
now not so difficult to come by, and, to an extent compa-
tible with state security, there is freedom of speech. There is
increasing sanity and rationality in the approach to our
economic problems; less arrogance about running the affairs
of state; the N.L.C. has begun to deal with corruption.

Much still remains to be done in dealing with proven cases
of corruption. In this exercise the Civil Service has been
very slow and lacks a sense of urgency. There is the need
to either infusé a sense of urgency into the Civil Service,
or to by-pass the Civil Service and appoint special bodies
to deal with the job of clearing the mess left by the self-
seeking politicians of the old regime.

In the Constitutional and the Electoral Commissions, there
is evidence of a gradual progress towards civilian rule.
However, it is necessary for the government to be more
precise about how the Constitutional Commission’s Report
will be implemented. For instance will the Constituent
Assembly which will approve the Report be elected by the
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people? If so, how can this be done with the
present ban on politics?

Mistakes have been made—genuine though
they are,as any acquaintance with N.L.C. members
amply proves—but some, like the passing of
Decrees 92 and 93 (which on the available evi-
dence have never been used), could have been
ayoided. By all accounts, before 24 February
1966, Ghana was on the verge of bankruptcy,
and the economy would have ground to a halt
by now. The 24 February coup is a relief all
round.

L.C.N.R. GCommunication

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS (1)
By
Our Political Correspondent

IT IS particularly important to write about fundamental
rights during the anniversary week of the coup. Whilst
one can point to several lingering habits of the old

- regime one can also point to many reassuring differen-
ces between the present regime and the old one. There
is the attempt fo put the economy back on a more
or less rational basis; there is the determination to
bring back sanity and at least a little integrity into
public life; there are the wholly successful attempts to
improve our relations with our neighbours. But, per-
haps, the most reassuring difference between the present
and the past regime is the attempt—not yet entirely
successful, though — to restore our lost fundamental
rights.

{ The Nature of Rights
It is perhaps necessary in considering the place of
fundamental rights in the new Constitution to start by
offering some explanation, however perfunctory, of
the nature of these rights. In discussing this it is neces-
sary to avoid dogmatism and rigidity for this is an
area where great minds have not been able to secure
| general agreement. It may be suggested that rights are
demands that are made by individuals either on other
individuals in Society or on Society as a whole. They
are conditions that individuals demand must be fulfilled
| in relation to them because without their fulfilment the
individuals will be less than human beings; without
| them the individuals cannot develop their personalities,
they cannot, as the Ancients used to say, lead the good
' life. Clearly, what constitutes the good life has differed
from time to time and from Society to Society. What,
therefore, constitutes rights has also differed according
' to time and place. But the general movement of modern
thought, certainly since the French and American
Revolutions of the late eighteenth century, has reached
a fair amount of aggreement on what may reasonably
' be regarded as the more fundamental of human rights.
\ Fundamental in the sense that, regardless of what
society one may have in mind in the modern world,
these rights ought to be guaranteed to all human beings
and that it is a violation of their essential humanity
1o be denied them. There is a certain dignity—perhaps,
| even divinity—inherent in every human being by the
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very fact that he is a human being. To violate this
dignity is to treat him as if he were less than a human
being. In dealing with a human being, therefore, there
are certain minimal conditions which must be observed
without fail. These minimal conditions are the funda-
mental (some would say ‘natural’) rights of man.

The Right to the Vote

In a democracy the most fundamental of the citizen’s
ights is the right to the vote. Every citizen should be
entitled to vote in accordance with his conscience with-
out discrimination as to sex, race, religion and political
belief, without interference from any quarter whatso-
ever and in secret. Where there is no wide popular
franchise there can be no democracy, that is, there can
be no government by the people or govermnment with
the consent of the people. That is partly why questions
involving the exercise of the vote were dealt with in
our discussion of the Constitution before everything
else and apart from the general problem of fundamental
rights. The question of the exercise of the vote was
dealt with apart from fundamental rights also because
of the practical problems it leads to. This separate
{reatment enabled us to suggest specific institutions
and ways of safeguarding the free exercise of the vote.
In considering the general problem of fundamental
rights therefore all that need be said in regard to the
vote is that it is one of the fundamental rights which
must be guaranteed and entrenched in the new Consti-
tution.

Freedom of Speech

What are the remaining rights? First comes freedom
of speech. Man is a thinking animal; it is a contradic-
tion in terms to speak of a normal human being who
does not think: where such a human being exists he
is clearly sub-normal.and he is, by universal agreement,
excluded from the exercise of some, at least, of the
fundamental rights. Thinking issues naturally in speech.
To deny a human being his freedom of speech is there-
fore to deny his nationality. There is, however, a more
practical reason for insisting on freedom of speech. It
is vital to good government. No agreement on earth
is infallible; indeed, incompetent and dishonest go-
vernments are commonplaces in Africa today, as in
most parts of the world. And the first safeguard of
good government is freedom of speech. It is when
people can expose publicly the misdoings of govern-
ments, it is when different contributions by educated
and thinking people can be publicly made so as to
influence (he whole society that one can have a reason-
able .assurance of a modicum of good government. The
suppression of freedom of speech is the first step alike
to slavery and bad government.

In the modern world freedom of speech cannot be
confined merely to the word of mouth or even to tie
writing of books. These necessarily reach only a very
small portion of the modern mass society. Freedom of
speech, if it is to be effective, must embrace all those
institutions which reach the mass of the people. That
means that freedom of speech must embrace the press,
the radio and the television. These are the effective

edia through which the public, in modem Society,
can be reached. The new Constitution must ensure
that these mass media of communication are not con-
trolled by the government of the day, in the sense that
they are not used to propagate only those views that
are acceptable to the government. If good government

demands that the actions of government must be public-
ly assessed, what is the point in entrusting to the go-
vernment itself the control of the very media through
which this assessment can be done? And if human
beings must not be reduced to slaves through being
denied their rationality, what is the point in entrusting
to the government the very instruments by which this
can be most effectively done?
Freedom of Association and Assembly

Secondly, freedom of association. To this may be
added, thirdly, freedom of assembly. The significance of
these twin freedoms is that they enable the individual
to act, first in defence of his other rights and also
to realize other objectives he may consider worthwhile.
The individual, especially in modern large-scale socie-
ties, is powerless, utterly powerless, at least in the short
tun, by himself. If he is to be able to act then he must
be able to associate with as many people as he may
wish or he may find necessary to achieve his aims. The
right of assembly is, of course, part of this process
of associating with as many people as possible. If it is
remembered that in the modem world the individual's
rights are more often than not threatened not by other
individuals but by big organizations such as govemn-
ments, economic units like Corporations, factories,
trading firms ete. it can hardly be doubted that the right
to organize is fundamental. It is not an accident that
mtodern dictators and totalitarian rulers always destroy
the freedom of association and assembly either by
banning certain associations altogether or by depriving
them of their independence, thus emptying the freedom
of its content.

The Right to Property

There is, fourthly, the right to property. Everybody
should be entitled to the use and enjoyment of his
property in peace and comfort so long as the property
has been lawfully acquired. What is unlawful property
is of course laid down by law already and it should
not be possible for the government of the day or the
legislature to deprive people arbitrarily of their pro-
perty under the guise of Socialism or social justice, as
under the discredited regime. Property here does not
mean only the means of consumption, our personal
effects, but also the means of production, distribution
and exchange. It is of course recognized that there may
be conditions under which it may be expedient, even
imperative, to “nationalize” or “socialize” properties
belonging to private people. To ensure that this is not
done arbitrarily or according to the whims and caprices
of a “Messiah” or an “Mwana” it is suggested that
this form of expropriation should always be accompa-
nied by prompt and adequate compensation. Where the
owner objects to either expropriation itself or the ade-
quacy of the compensation a public enquiry by an
independent tribunal, whose decision must be binding
on the government, must be set up. The public will
thus be able to know whether property is being com-
pulsorily acquired for public ends or for private ends;
the public will also be in a position to determine
whether the government intends to treat as criminals
people who have acquired their property within limits
permitted by the existing law.

No Imprisonment without Trial

Finally, we may consider a right which can best
be stated negatively and which is of particular impor-
tance to us Ghanaians because of our recent history.
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No person shall be imprisoned or detained without trial
by the ordinary courts of the land set up under the
authority of the new Constitution. The practice of pre-
ventive defention is peculiarly vicious. It lends itself
so easily to gross abuse that no one should ever again
be entrusted with it. It is so paralyzing that no society
in which constant resort is made to it can be considered
healthy. And, above all, preventive detention is so
flatly incompatible with human dignity and good go-
vernment that no free society can possibly, tolerate its
use at ordinary times.
Limitation

In this world of ordinary human beings there are no
absolutes; everything, especially in matters social and
political, is necessarily imperfect. It is unfortunate, but
nonetheless necessary, therefore, that even fundamental
rights should be limited. The argument that fundamen-
tal rights are so sacred that no attempt should be made
to limit them is impracticable for the simple reason
that unlimited freedom leads to its opposite or, at the
very least, leads to practices incompatible with a good
quality of life. The storys is told of a ruffian who,
having struck his neighbour on the nose, was charged
with assault. The ruffian’s defence was that as a free
person he had the right to swing his arms in any direc-
tion he chose. In reply the judge trying the case very
properly retorted that a person’s freedom to move his
arms is limited by the position of his neighbour’s nose!
If the freedom of association is not limited it would
mean that thieves will be entitled to organize to further
their objectives. If the right to property is not limited
then taxation itself would be illegitimate and the Cons-
titution would approve or cven actively encourage the
existence of large masses of private property side by
side with abject poverty—something that nobody with
a social conscience should accept. Such examples can
be multiplied ad pauseam. The argument for the limi-
tation of fundamental rights is unanswerable.

It is true that a government or a legislature bent on
destroying fundamental rights may be tempted, as has
been the case in the past, to do this under the pretence
of limiting them in the interest of freedom itself. But
there are two ways by which this threat can be effec-
tively reduced. (It is, of course, not possible to abolish
this threat completely.) First, proper provisions should
be made in the Constitution for safeguarding the fun-
damental rights against the attacks of the government
or, for that matter, againt attacks by anyone else. We
shall consider these provisions later. Secondly, as much
of the limitations as possible must be stipulated in the
Constitution itself and not left to the unstable fancies
of the government or the legislature. The Constitution
may also lay it down that only the legislature may: lay
down limitations in addition to those stated in the
Constitution and that limitations should only be in the
interest of freedom itself. This would mean that limi-
tations that are clearly directed at undermining freedom
could' be invalidated by the courts.

Emergencies

It is universally admitted that during an emergency
fundamental freedoms have necessarily to be violated.
For that very reason the Constitution must carefully
regulate the conditions under which emergencies may
be declared and what powers may be exercised under
those conditions. It must be made absolutely clear in

<

the Constitution that there can be an emergency only
when a State of Emergency is declared. Nothing is
more subversive of individual rights than the crude
idea of permanent emergency in developing countries,
an idea which has of late been canvassed by upstart
dictators and their paid propagandists. The Constitution
should lay it down that only the legislature should de-
clare a State of Emergency, but that where the legisla-
ture is not sitting the Head of State should have the
power to declare it, provided that in such a case he
should be bound to summon the legislature within
fourteen days of the declaration. The legislature should
then approve or reject the declaration. If the legislature
rejects the declaration then from that moment the State
of Emergency ceases to have force. No State of Emer-
gency should be declared for more than six months. At
the end of the period of six months the legislature
may renew it for periods not exceeding six months at
a time.

It is not possible, either in this article or in the Cons-
titution itself, to deal with all the rights that may be
violated during a State of Emergency. A word may,
however, be offered on the most dreadful of these vio-
lations: preventive detention. It is probably inevitable
that during a State of Emergency some people may have
to be detained or imprisoned without a proper trial.
It is suggested that in such an unfortunate eventuality
a person so detained should be promptly informed of
the reasons for his detention. Any such detention should
be subject to periodic review by an independent board
of review appointed by the Judicial Service Commission
(about which more later). The board of review should
be competent to go into the reasons for detention in
any particular case. In other words, if a Minister sim-
ply claims that someone was detained because his face
was not conducive to the safety of the state this should
not be sufficient. The Minister should be able to show
the specific acts or conduct on the part of a person who
is detained that makes his unrestricted movement dan-
gerous to the security of the state. This enables the
detainee to rebut any false accusations either by himself
or through his lawyer. If the tribunal finds, considering
all the circumstances making for the emergency, that there
are no reasonable grounds for detaining a person that
person must forthwith be set free. This procedure will
ensure that even in an emergency the individual cannot
be deprived of his rights for flippant reasons. It will also
teach our rulers to understand that the public welfare
is not regulated solely by ripples in their not very
trustworthy imaginations.
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B
Africa
NIGERIA: PRESENT, INTERIM AND FUTURE

TO THINK that only the absence of the Eastern dele-
gates has brought the Lagos conference to a standstill
would be to mistake the symptom for the disease. The
will to reach agreement had faltered earlier and had
not been properly renewed. Several reasons explain this
failure. First, from the beginning a basic ambiguity
has hung over the power of those delegates to make
an agreement that would bind the vast majority of
the groups in the country. Neither ourselves nor the
delegates nor anybody else knew just how much power
they had, where they had got power from, and who
might eventually ratify anything they did with whatever
power they had. Second, built into the first problem
is a certain uneasiness over the delegates themselves.
The relations between the chief delegates and their de-
legations were not always clear; there was constant
awkwardness over the relations between the Lagos and
the Western representatives; and few of us wanted a
small gronp of people (some of whom might possess
vested interests of their own) to make decisions that
touched all our interests. Third, the outbreak of wide-
spread killings in the North, added to the July change
of power, threw the East back into a defensive isolation.
Yet for all the visible isolation of the East (and the
Tbo fears and retreat into themselves that it has roots
in) it should not be forgotten that the Eastern position
has differed less from the. Western than people might
think. The intelligentsia of the two most massively mo-
dernised Nigerian peoples still remain highly distrustful
not only of one another but of their situation within
the country generally. In short, the refusal of the
Eastern delegates to come to Lagos has done no more
than to underline a stalemate that had already been
reached. It has not created the stalemate.

Since the stalemate rests on the ambiguity of power,
the pattern of the representation and the mutual distrust
of the ethnic groups, it can be broken best by moving
beyond those obstacles. Two obvious forms of break-
through suggest themselves. The first is that the military
governors should meet. Hence, the Eastern proposal
needs to be taken up and no bones made about the
venue. Even if it means meeting outside the country,
the men must meet. Nigerian pride may not like such
tactics but the pride itself presupposes that Nigeria
can continue meaningfully. Only those men wield effec-
tive power at the moment, so they alone can make de-
cisions that permit others to go on working on nego-
tiations.

But we cannot expect a few military men to work
out solutions beyond some points of principle. Once
they have met, we need to move again to consultation
between representatives. Here the second breakthrough
might be made. This time let us move from the few
who have been unduly prominent to include representa-
tion that comes from the provincial level. In that way
we can get over the uneasiness that will remain with
us while negotiating remains in the hands of a tiny
number of individuals. At the present moment a lot
of things that-touch on the national interests but that
are likely to be raised only by individuals or groups
from particular areas (we don't just mean the ‘minori-
ties’ but are thinking rather of groups among the ma-
jority peoples themselves) are being lost to sight be-

cause the top representation has been too monolithic
and narrow.

What we need to do now is to get back a time pers-
pective into both negotiating the future and into run-
ning the country. Both are intimately connected. We
may need to think of a number of meetings between
the military governors and we may want a continuing
dialogue between their meetings and the discussions of
provincial representatives. But unless we can make in-
terim arrangements work, the whole country—each
region and each area—will drift towards disaster. The
obvious way to keep things going is to use the existing
federal-regional arrangements. And not the least im-
portant part of underpinning these arrangements is to
implement decisions to put a civilian element into the
government.

Regional Calculations

It is a well known fact that the individual’s perception
of his self-interest inevitably influences much of his
actions. This is not to suggest that such sclf-interests
are always rationally calculated, or even if they are,
that actions based on such calculations turn out to
achieve the results intended, the well known ‘unintended
consequences’ theorem. What is true of individuals is
also true of groups of individuals and other collectivi-
ties such as regional governments. In the present de-
bate over the future of Nigeria, there is something
to be gained if we try to examine the underlying self-
interests of the different regional governments, to under-
stand their motivations. By doing this, we may come
to understand cach other and ourselves better. This is
not an unfamiliar exercise with psycho-analysts.

The North

Having for some five years been in a position to
dictate to the federal government, the North now finds
she has lost that advantage. And from feeling that
she was large enough to stand by herself, she now finds
that to survive, she needs the federal government to
continue. The problem for her has been how to keep
a federation in which the North will not lose altogether
the initial advantage which she had. But the difficulty
here is that the North is no longer what it was. The
old-guard traditional oligarchy of the North seems to
have lost control to a new breed of more radical young
men who now want to ‘clean up’ the North. The Sep-
tember ending killings and the exodus of Easterners
that followed, and the disorganisation which has re-
sulted, now threaten the whole of Northern society,
particularly, the threat of in-fighting, now imminent
in places like Jos and southern Zaria. Should this start,
it could easily spread throughout the North and the
trouble would be the absence of a stabilising force.
Though the radical elements of the North seem to be
in the ascendant, they are as yet probably not in control
of the machinery of government. The result is a power
vacuum with no one seemingly in a position to take
over all decisions.

The East

It would be foolhardy to attempt to understand the
East’s position without at the same time recognising, and
sympathising with, the traumatic experience which thou-
sands of Easterners have gone through, an experience
which has fostered a sense of personal and group insecu-
rity. Their attitude finds expression in reiterated state-
ments such as “we are no longer wanted in the federa-
tion”. But it is a short step from this to the position of
saying “we no longer want a federation” and from this to
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the attitude of “if we don’t want it, then you cannot have
it since you cannot have it without us”. It would seem
that the East is not unprepared to take this step and
therefore not unwilling to hold the rest of the country to
ransom. And no amount of argument or assurance can
avail against such an attitude. But at the same time, the
East seems still to want a country in which freedom
of movement, freedom to trade wherever the individual
wants, to own property without molestation, etc., is
guaranteed and by an authority which it nevertheless
refuses to concede. There may not be much point in
expecting or asking the East to forgef, but we can at
least ask them to forgive. And we can ask them to think
again on what their intentions and interests are.
The West
While one can appreciate the positions of the East
and the North, this is not so easy with the West. Yoru-
bas seem to be motivated by the belief that they have
always been ‘cheated’; that they have been the victims
of the misuse and abuse of power in the old republic;
that their territory has been dismembered and point to
Lagos, Ilorin, Kabba and Akoko-Edo. From this arises
the attitude that whatever problem there is in the coun-
try is essentially one between the North and the East
who should be left severely alone to settle their differen-
ces. In the meantime what best could the West do but
expect to pick up the mantle of leadership and use
the stalemate to benefit themselves. Hence the fad of
taking cues from others, of largely re-acting to situa-
tions and refusing to argue any proposals based on
principles, except where such principles derive from the
myths to which they have themselves contributed.
The Mid-West
Caught in the struggle for leadership between the ‘big
brothers’, the Mid-West cannot but argue the continua-
tion of the federation as a condition of its own exis-
tence, in effect then, a form of enlightened self interest.
The burden of the foregoing is to point out the limi-
ted and often inconsistent perspectives from which
much of the negotiations now taking place have been
conducted. The main flaw in much of the position being
taken is that the federal authority is still being thought
of in terms adequate only to the old republic, one in
which the central government was largely a ploy of
regional governments and their politicians. What most
people seem to have ignored is the simple fact that
for the first time, we now have had a central govern-
ment which is in a position to take decisions on its
own initiative. But instead of working to reinforce
this new departure from past experience, the unfortu-
nate fact is that the positions being taken only serve
to plunge us back into what no one really wants: a
central authority manipulated by strings tied to the
Tegions.
Politics and Economics of Repatriation
The movement of masses of people across regional
boundaries in the search of security has created a
host of immediate problems which Nigeria’s resources
are ill-equipped to handle. The simple problems of
housing and feeding the returned Ibos in the East
are immense, not to mention the even more complex
problems of restoring a normal standard of living to
people who were quite well-to-do. In the North the
losses of skills are enormous. Some Northerners may
find employment in the place of Ibos who have fled,
but hardly any can immediately replace skilled men.

And many Northerners are out of work because the
general economy has sagged without the Ibos. The
West also probably needs some Ibo skills. Moreover,
Ibos and Yorubas were tightly bound into one economy
in the South and the absence of Ibo customers may
hurt some Yoruba traders.

There are effects that are not so obvious. Those tra-
ditionalists who encouraged the attack on the Ibos in
the North are most likely to find themselves over-
whelmed by the new classes that the need for Northern
technical skills will create. In the meantime the inevi-
table fall in Northern standards of living is bound
to create social dissatisfaction. Such dissatisfaction may
from the start move against traditional authority in the
North. And it may well spark off trouble between
different groups within the North. Already there are
signs of tension in the ghost town of Jos.

In many parts of the West and the Midwest there are
ready people with certain skills who can quickly, in
response to local needs, replace Eastern skills. Nothing
but custom reserved certain forms of trading to parti-
cular groups. Easterners should realise that within two
or three weeks those who leave may never be able to
return to communities where their services have been
replaced.

The continued absence of senior Easterners from
posts in federal institutions such as railways and har-
bours, universities and hospitals may well do grave
damage to the unity of the country. Much though
many of us sympathise with men who felt insecure,
we need to realise that there arc many shortsighted
and selfish persons who argue that the case for extreme
regionalism is clear from the absence of individuals
from posts of responsibility and with the suspicion
of an intent to sabotage. If the country is to continue,
room must be kept for the Easterners to return. Fortu-
nately the premature deadline of October 15 has been
withdrawn. But though there is simply no way of
integrating all senior Easterners from the federal
service and public corporations into the Eastern
service, many may well prefer to stay in the East and
do nothing until some change takes place. The change
that may well take place is the eruption of dissatisfac-
tion among the already large but now greatly swollen
ranks of the unemployed of the Eastern Region. A
certain ‘oil’ psychology seems to give confidence to
many educated Easterners that they can cope with all
their economic problems. But apart from the limits of
oil earnings, it is going to take several years before
investment can turn capital into projects and provide
employment. Long before that—and quite possibly in
the months that are ahead—popular dissatisfaction will
have grown.

There is everything to be gained at present from
mobilising opinion in favour of retaining people in
the part of the country in which they live and of per-
suading people who have fled to return. This means
not only that unscrupulous lorry owners who spread
panic rumours and charge crisis prices be prosecuted
but also that papers like the Sketch that are publishing
extremely tribalist views should be curbed. Colonel
Ojuk{vu would also do well to recall to reason the
journalistic policy of the Outlook which still goes on
emphasising atrocities in a misguided search for Eastern
solidarity rather than trying to elaborate rational solu-
tions to what are really national problems. There is
much also to be gained from a stronger federal tone

)
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in the specches of Colonel Gowon— he has never
condemned in strong enough terms the barbarities com-
mitted in the North — and a recognition that the
refugees are a National and not just a Regional pro-
blem. Not least is the need for a human response to
human suffering and fear—an open expression of sym-
pathy and good-will on the part of the colleagues of
those who have fled. Some members of the University
of Ibadan have already expressed their views in a
letter to Colonel Ojukwu. But other statements need also
to be made. Finally, it is important to make clear in
those institutions which have been federal in character
and inspiration that there might be some self-seckers
who aspire for promotion and security by filling empty
shoes. These are a small and despised minority.

The Crisis and Interregional Trade

For the whole of Southern Nigeria interregional trade
in foodstuffs is of vital importance. Though no figures
are available for the past it is certain that the inter-
regional exchange of foodstuffs increased rapidly during
the last ten years. The main reasons are:

— the rapid rise of urban population (particularly in

Lagos and its mainland suburbs);

— the slower increase of rural population (and of
marketable foodstuff surplus) which is the com-
plementary aspect of the drift towards the towns;

— the extension of agricultural production for ex-
ports;

— the improved transport facilities (particularly on
the road);

— the increasing mobility of the people (prior to
the ecrisis) since the emergent ethnic minorities
in the North and in Lagos developed a demand
for foodstuffs from their regions of origin;

— the shift towards superior foodstuffs which accom-
panies the rise in real income (for instance yams
instead of cassava, more rice, etc.): the surplus
areas for these foodstuffs are mostly in the North
while demand increased particularly in the South-
ern towns.

Recent events in the Federation have led to a sharp
decline in interregional trade in all directions. Trade
between the North and the East had already gone down
after the May riots and came to a complete standstill
in October. The exchange between the East and the
‘West has equally stopped following the ban on food-
stuff exports with which the Military Governor of the
Eastern Region reciprocated the export ban for food-
stuff movements from Lagos ordered by the Supreme
Commander. (The ban in Lagos was lifted after a few
weeks when it became apparent that this measure did
not make much sense. The Eastern Region, on the
contrary, may be well advised to maintain the ban for
the time being and possibly as a medium term measurs
as well) But also trade between the North and the
West (including Lagos) has suffered a severe blow:
while in March of this year the number of Jorries
carrying foodstuffs from the North to the West and
Lagos was 40 per day this figure dropped to a mere
10 per day in early October. This refers to trade with
the North beyond Jebba bridge. Movements from
Tlorin Province were fairly normal: about 18 lorries
per day (4 day average) both in March and in October.
This means a certain relative decline since an increase
might be expected after the harvest under normal con-
ditions.

The immediate effects of this breakdown in trade are
felt most in Lagos while the long term effects will be
most serious in the Eastern Region. The prices of rice
and beans rose throughout Southern Nigeria imme-
diately following the curtailment of supplies. Lagos
depends on the North not only for the supply of these
commodities but also for the supply of yams, the
main staple food. Lagos is the only town the population
of which is largely without direct link to the agricul-
tural hinterland. It draws its supplies to a great extent
from both the North and the East. Except for rice
and beans the effects seem to have been less severe in
the Western Region. Supplies from the East never have
been of any importance here, and with respect tb yams
the West should be able to meet the demand at least
at this time of the year. Generally speaking, the fact
that the disruption of trade occurred in the post-harvest
period when supplies are plentiful everywhere has
helped a lot to mitigate the immediate effects.

The causes of the breakdown of interregional trade
are clear enough as far as relations between the North
and the East are concerned. The standstill of trade be-
tween the East and the West is explained by the Eastern
export ban (trade was mostly in East-West direction).
The first explanation for the low level of tradé be-
tween the North and the West would seem to be that
trade and transport were largely in the hands of Easter-
ners who migrated back to the East, together with
their lorries. This hypothesis is contradicted however by
the findings of A. Hay and R. Smith according to
which the North/West trade was fully in the hands of
Northerners and Westerners. (There is no doubt how-
ever that many Easterners owning lorries have trans-
ferred their vehicles to the East and that, consequently,
there is shortage of transport in the North. There are
reports of very steep rises in rates for foodstuff trans-
port in the North. It may be of interest to follow
the number of licenses being issued in the East within
the next year when the renewal of licenses of vehicles
formerly in the North becomes due) The -correct
explanation seems to be that the assembling of foad-
stuffs, the system by which food is collected at village
level and centralised in market places, was largely in the
hands of Eastern Nigerians. (This was confirmed by the
Military Governor of the Northern Region in an inter-
view accorded to the Daily Times on October 4th in
which he stressed the urgency of Northerners taking
to trading now.)

The sharp decline recorded in October cannot be
explained entirely in terms of lack of adequate assem-
bling facilities. We must take into account the psycho-
logical situation as well. Many traders, whatever their
origin, at that time through caution refrained from
sending their lorries on long distance trips. Information
about the attitude of people (and the army) in distant
territories was scanty and contradictory and wild ru-
mours were abundant. It would be surprising if inter-
regional trade between the North and the West has
not recovered to a certain extent by now. (Another
survey on the main trade route is scheduled for the
very near future and will provide precise information
on this point.)

The West should not rely on this revival of trade
(which will probably be partial only) and should pre-

pare itself for the possibility of another food shortage
period next year. This is certainly not the time to en-
courage farmers in a yam area like Ekiti to grow
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cotton, as the Military Governor did recently. It is true
that the harvest in the North, according to recent in-
formation, promises to be excellent. This is a challenge
and an opportunity for traders in the West. If these
harvest reports are accurate the bumper crop may pro-
vide a quite different challenge and opportunity for
the country as a whole (if it remains a whole). It is
obvious that the East will face serious food problems
in the course of the next year, at least until the impact
of increased production can make itself felt. If the si-
tuation in the country returns to normal the Central
Government can take advantage of this abundant har-
vest to finance and operate a food relicf programme for
the East demonstrating thereby the solidarity which it
has so far failed to express convincingly both in words
and deeds.
(Culled from the Nigerian Opinion Vol. 2 No. 11)

SIERRA LEONE: EXPLOSIONS IN A CONS-
TITUTIONAL CRISIS
By
K. A. B. Jones-Quartey
THE “tensions of a constitutional crisis” in
Sierra Leone of which I wrote in the last issue
of the Obseryer (Vol. 11, No. 3) have since advanced
in status to that of explosions. And on this occa-
sion, as on the first, I am forced to anticipate
intensification and to say that unless patriotism
and realism are given the ascendancy over personal
or purely political inferests and considerations,
the explosions will get bigger—and not better.
They have been alarming enough as it is. In the
two weeks since our analysis of the tensions a
series of ominous incidents have occurred.
These must be summarised here and their
background given in full, in order to provide
our readers with the complete record. i
The most disturbing incident was the announ-
cement by the Prime Minister, Sir Albert Margai
—himself the centre of the controversies—that
his Government had uncovered and foiled an
army officers’ plot to stage a military coup. The
aim of the coup, said the P.M., was to have been
the assassination of himself and several of the
key ministers and other officers and officials of
his. Government, the overthrow of his regime
thereby, and the setting up of a caretaker admi-
nistration that would have included members
of opposition parties and groups. This announ-
cement was made in a national radio broadcast
by the Prime Minister on Wednesday, February 8.
Secondly, Sir Albert himself confirmed reports
that had reached his people, through Guinea
Radio and the BBC, of Guinean troop movements
to the Guinea-Sierra Leone border. The reports
on Sir Albert’s speech quoted him as thanking
Guinea President Sekou Toure for having
responded to his (Sir Albert’s) invocation of an
agreement — a ‘‘treaty” — between them for

mutual military assistance, in case of “internal
subversion” in either of their states. The Sierra
Leone opposition parties and press (Zhink, Feb.
5, 8, and We Yone (Supplement), Feb.7) state
in challenge to these actions and moves not only
that they have taken the country by surprise and
thrown the people into a state of extreme alarm,
but that a secret military treaty of this nature
was an illegal act on the part of their Prime Minister.

These two explosions were triggered off by
a series of previous incidents. The first occurred
on Saturday, January 14 (We Yone of that date),
when the Government addressed letters to a
number of well-known members of the opposition
elements directing these to surrender their pass-
ports to the Ministry of External Affairs. The
individuals so ordered included Mr. Siaka Stevens,
Leader of the Opposition; the Messrs M. O.
Bash Tagi and C. A. Kamara-Taylor, Members
of Parliament; Dr. Raymond Sarif Easmon, the
leading independent critic of Sir Albert Margai
and his party; Mrs. Nancy Steele; and the Messrs.

' Ibrahim Bash Tagqi (editor of We Yone), S. T.

Koroma, and A. B. S. Tanneh.

The second predisposing incident occurred
on January 20-21. It came in the form of a Reuter
report from New York, reproduced in the local
press and confirming rumours which had been
current in Freetown and the provinces for weeks.
This was about the imminent appointment, as
Acting Chief Justice of Sierra Leone, of Gershon
Collier, then the country’s chief United Nations
representative and its Ambassador to the U.S.
Mr. Collier, a political confidant of Sir Albert,
is. held in great disfavour by most of the Prime
Minister’s opponents as well as by the majority
of members of the Sierra Leone Bar. The Bar
Association in fact passed a resolution in anti-
cipation of Collier’s appointment which read
in part, that “Mr Collier will not command the
respect of members: of the Bar which the holder of
sucha high office deserves.” (Italics mine.) The ten-
sion over this appointment came to its explosive
peak at some of Mr. Collier’s statements to the
American press about his translation to the
Bench, in his country. He is reported to have
said that even as Chief Justice he would continue
to take an interest, to the extent of participation,
in Sierra Leone’s foreign affairs, at the U.N. and
elsewhere.

Most agitating of all these building-up epi-
sodes to the Sierra Leoneans, according to press
and private reports, was the Republican Consti-
tution, which was rushed through Parliament
and into the Statute Book in a matter of hours,
on Wednesday, January 25. Readers may remem-
ber that Sir Albert Margai’s proposals for a
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Republican Constitution formed the core of the
impending difficulties we analysed a fortnight ago.
By then the climax of feeling had already been
reached, to be followed soon afterwards by the
explosions described at the beginning of this
article. Which means we have come full circle on the
facts of the present situation, and must now
devote the next few paragraphs to a quick review
of Sierra Leone’s basic problems: background
to the tensions and explosions of today.

We can both assume and briefly dismiss certain
ones of these basic problems, as being true but
relatively insignificant in this particular situation.
For instance, ethnic pluralism. This ever-present
factor in African socio-political life is no less
present in Sierra Leone than in Ghana or Nigeria.
But ethnic differences in Sierra Leone are not a
crucial element in the politics of the day, since

_ it is not the point of departure at the leadership
levels where real power comes into play and
manoeuvers all the forces available. It was shown
in my previous article that at the top levels of
decision making in Sierra Leone both Government
and Opposition forces show a remarkable mixture
of “tribal” affiliations: Sir Albert Margai, a
Mendi himself, has Berthan Macauley and Gershon
Collier as two of his chief lieutenants, and these
two are Krios; the Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. Siaka Stevens, a Limba, works in complete
political harmony with Krio intellectuals like
Dr. Sarif Easmon and Professor Eldred Jones.
This top-drawer of examples must of necessity
be repeatedly cited as the definitive proof of this
particular point.

For the same reasons one must also dismiss
a closely related second problem, that of the
otherwise historical social cleavage between

“Colony” and “Protectorate”. Die-hard tradi-
tionalists among the Creoles (now ‘“Krios”)

of the former Colony area, and especially the

members of the oldest surviving generations,
still look with some disdain at the “‘countryman”
from the former Protectorate areas. But most
of the younger people of Freetown and all the
realists -among the Krios recognise the facts of
modern political and social life when they see
them, and just now they see the particular fact
of an established democratic majority in their
country—where democracy is the sought ends
for the state. So although the Krios would, in the
minority of cases, still wish to enjoy an ascriptive
status of privilege, and in the majority would
certainly insist on justice for their smaller but
better prepared group, they would notall, on mere
principle, wish to cut their nose to spite their
own face by frustrating progress for the whole
country, in retaliation for their political eclipss.

Some may still be contemptuous, but even they
must realize the futility of expecting a return
to Krio ascendancy. So, not much trouble here
either.

There are other matters, like past stagnation
in politics, economics, education, and, therefore,
in general social progress. At the moment, how-
ever, three conditions above all threaten the
peace of Sierra Leone: (1) a weak. economy,
(2) a fissiparous political leadership, and (3) a
generalised condition of bribery and corruption.
Now these are not all differences in kind when
compared with conditions elsewhere in the new
Africa. But even differences in degree can be for
some cases crucial, though not for others. Certainly
a bribery-and-corruption condition in Sierfa
Leone which is only greater or less than it is in
Nigeria or Ghana would also be more affective
on a so much smaller and basically weaker economy
as that of the former country, compared with
either of the latter two.

Actually, mismanagement, conservatism, and,
in colonial days, cynical and selfish capitalist
exploitation, rather than absence of sources of
national wealth, are chiefly responsible for Sierra
Leone’s economic backwardness. The single illus-
tration of diamond mining would suffice here.
Sierra Leone boasts some of the richest alluvial
diamond fields in Africa, but everyone who knows
anything about it at all knows that these fields
are also a rogues’ paradise, and that the country
loses through diamond smuggling more revenue
than it gains from the mining royalties and export
taxes due on the industry. Sir Maurice Dorman
once said to the writer, in private conversation
during Dorman’s Governorship more than 10
years ago, that he would place the annual loss
to Sierra Leone from diamond smuggling in
those days at not less than £6,000,000—which
was probably the understatement of the year!
The rate of loss has without doubt risen
considerably since Sir Maurice’s day.

(To be concluded)
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The Economy

NEED FOR A COMPREHENSIVE
LAND-USE PLAN
By
K. B. Dickson
ON REVIEWING the country’s economy over
the past year, one immediately notices that
most of the economic measures undertaken by
the N.L.C. were meant specifically to stay the
rot that had been eating through the economy
under the Nkrumah regime. Most of the measures
necessarily were emergency first aid operations
and did not form part of a calculated all-embra-
cing plan to assure future happiness and a decent
standard ‘of living for all. It would be pointless
to cavil at the lack of a carefully calculated plan,
for it was imperative, immediately after the coup,
to take steps to alleviate the heavy burden of
living that lay on the shoulders of the normal
Ghanaian. Now that nearly all the problems
requiring immediate attention have been seen to,
it is necessary to pause and ask ourselves the
broad question: how are we going to organize
ourselves on the land and utilize its resources
for the benefit of all ?
Pattern of Population Distribution

It is of fundamental importance to know right
at the beginning just where people live or do not
live on the land and why. A look at the 1960
census map showing population distribution re-
veals many striking features. Most obvious and
puzzling is the existence of a very sparsely popu-
lated stretch of land sweeping in a broad convex
arc from about south of Tumu and Lawra to
the northern part of Kete-Krachi district. It
takes in practically the whole of Gonja, most
of the wooded grassland plains of Brong Ahafo,
and the Afram Plains. Just as puzzling is the
high degree of population concentration in the
northeastern and northwestern corners of Northern
Ghana. The population map also reveals the
existence, outside Northern Ghana, of several
patches of thinly populated areas not far from
thickly populated ones.

It would be futile to attempt to explain this
peculiar pattern of population distribution solely
in terms of environmental quality, that is, by
appealing to good or bad soils, presence or absence
of water or minerals, and so on. The trouble is
you find the population often ignoring areas
which are no worse than those in which it chooses
to live. Herein lies our fundamental problem:
the way in which the population is distributed
does not show close adjustment to the economic
potential of the land: We are under-utilizing

|

our resources in some areas while straining them
to the limit in others. To put it briefly the pattern
of population distribution is ‘“immature”. The
consequences are not always pleasant, especially
in the heavily populated areas where there is
hardly any top soil left, or vegetation to protect
what little there is left of the top soil.

What is clearly needed is a careful resource
inventory and the creation of suitable incentives
to attract people from the overpopulated rural
areas to the underpopulated ones. The problem
of inducing people to leave their traditional homes
to live elsewhere is not an easy one; it is at once
economic and sociological, as we saw in the
case of the Gonja Development Company’s
abortive resettlement scheme at Damongo in the
1950s.

Population and Food Production

The immature pattern of population distri-
bution is not the only fundamental problem that
faces Ghana. Our growing numbers also pose
the question of how to increase food production.
The problem is bad enough now, though not
desperate; but it would soon be so if we continued
to multiply at the rate we are doing. Death rate
has decreased, but not birth rate; yet our methods
of farming are not such as could produce a great
deal more, while successfully conserving the soil,
to support a vastly increased population.

The details of how to improve our agriculture
need not concern us here; but whatever solutions
we suggest, we should seek to bring a greater
area of the land surface under cultivation. This
could be done in two ways: by eliminating the
fallow land the existence of which reduces the
effective area of cultivable land, and by bringing
some of the vast but thinly populated areas
under cultivation. All this calls for patient and
careful experimentation. We should not lose
sight of the futility of rushing into vast expensive
schemes which have not been given much fore-
thought and carefully tested on a smaller scale.
This is not the time for heroic but ill-considered
ventures like many of our state farms where the
soil is deteriorating as fast as the useless machinery
employed to break it up. The unsuccessful but enthu-
siastic attempts between about 1900 and 1916 to
cultivate cotton on a large scale in the empty lands
of Gonja should be added to the list of those
things which should always serve toremind us of
the need for careful planning.

The Towns and the Rural Areas

While it is true that most of the fundamental
economic and social problems spring from the
countryside, the home of the majority of the
people, it is equally true that the relatively few
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towns with their fast growing populations also
raise a number of urgent problems. Some of our
towns are growing too fast, mainly because of
the disproportionately large amounts of public
or private development capital invested in them;
and while these towns grow, others decline.
Yet a town, however small it may be, is an economic
phenomenon with very definite functions which
it discharges to the surrounding countryside.

A rural area deprived of its settlements with
these specialized urban functions is simply drawn
into the sphere of influence of larger towns which
might not be so near; in which case the problem
of effective links between the rural and urban
areas becomes more difficult. For certain essential
services the farmer may have to travel miles.
Admittedly, the existing large towns are more
attractive from the point of view of, say,
the siting of industrial establishments. But would
it not be wise also to seek to stabilize urban
functions outside the few sprawling—and in
some cases ugly—cities? Neither should we
forget that the larger a town or city grows the
more acute the problems of planning become,
especially if that rate of growth has not been
foreseen and allowed for. In how many of our
towns is the use of the land space so carefully
organized as to show clearly defined functional
or use areas (including recreational areas) all
linked one to the other by an effective commu-
nication system?

‘Whatever one may say about the lack of aes-
thetic appeal of some of our towns, there is no
doubt that in the minds of many of us it is still
preferable to live in towns where the lights are
particularly bright (ignoring for the moment
the annoying frequency of power failure). And
so many young men from the rural areas are
drifting into the towns to swell the numbers of
the unemployed and to increase the acreage under
slum buildings. Both the rural areas and the
towns suffer. In the rural areas productivity
goes down since there are fewer people to work
on the farms, while in the towns foodstuffs become
dearer since they are not forthcoming in large
enough quantities from the rural areas. Besides,
the towns become scenes of thuggery and other
social evils.

Developing the Land—the urgent problem of the
North

In thinking of how to make the best use of
the land, we should give much attention to the
Upper and Northern Regions which together
occupy nearly two-thirds of the total land surface
area of Ghana and yet form the poorest part
of the country. The problems we must seek to

understand and solve are associated not only
with the physical environment but also with
the people themselves. A determined effort to
understand the land and its laws and to apply
well tested techniques understood and appre-
ciated by all would yield results that would asto-
nish the cynics. Let meemphasize that the problem
of Northern Ghana is urgent.

. . . Suggested Strategy

After taking stock of everything, we should
attempt to make a reasonable division of the
country into planning units in each of which
would be encouraged a rational response of human
activities to the nature of the land, broadly con-
sidered. Also, all the manifestations of our occu-
pance of the land, eg. villages, towns, farms,
industries, should be carefully considered in
relationship to one another. Finally, we shoud
think of how we could weld all these regions
into an effective whole. The answer would natu-
rally be an efficient network of roads, railways,
waterways, and air routes so distributed as to
link farm to village, village to village, village to
town, town to town, and the interior as a whole
to the coast.

Here then is a broad framework within which
could be considered the details of our economic
and social problems. The point of this article
would be missed if it was not realized that all
problems of land and of man’s response to it
are closely interconnected, and that what we
should do now is to take a cool sober look all
round at our present and future needs and capa-
bilities, and get down to prepare a plan for the
wisest use of our alloted physical space here
on earth.

Politics

INSTITUTIONALISED CORRUPTION
By
J. A. Peasah

THE APALOO and Azu Crabbe Commissions, set up to
enquire into Kwame Nkrumah’s properties and Nadeco
Ltd. respectively have both presented their reports. The
reports contain an unalloyed condemnation of Kwame
Nkrumah and his C.P.P. regime, but it appears to me
that to view the reports from this angle, is to take a
highly superficial stand indeed. We have a general idea
of Nkrumah’s material worth, the extent and techniques
employed by him and his corrupt colleagues but to
me, the findings high-light more than anything else
certain important economic, social and political pro-
blems especially in a developing country like ours.
The problems are so intertwined that it would be almost
impossible to disentangle and solve them individually.
The solution has to be on a total front, but for pur-
poses of simplicity, I shall attempt to isolate and pin-
point some of them .
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The Problems
What I want to draw attention to is that the econo-
mic situation is fraught with a number of social and
political problems which are here with us and which
were merely worsened and not initiated by Nkrumah
and the C.P.P. regime. Removing Nkrumah and the
C.P.P. regime, therefore, does not automatically usher
in the millenium; it only gives us a fresh opportunity
for reassessment and for the application of new solu-
tions. These problems, which relate to social normsy]
and values in regard especially to business and politics,
include corruption and selfishness, inefficiency, syco-
phancy, ethnocentrism, leadership, ideologies and prac-
tice, the role of the politician and the unneccessary
tendency towards the politicisation of the most irrele- |
vant and personal of our problems. The general impres-
sion one pgets after reading the two reports is the
appalling and disheartening high level of the corruptibi-
lity of all sections of Ghanaian society. Intellectuals,
politicians, farmers, messengers, civil servants, business-
men, women, men efc., etc. are all easily susceptible
to corruption. One only has to glance through the list
of names mentioned in the two reports in order to
satisfy oneself of the validity of this point. :
The saddening thing is that, in a country where skifls
are in such short supply, the beneficiaries of such a,
corrupt system are not generally the persons who would
make good use of their booty. Their first reaction is to
consume and not to engage themselves in any profita-
ble enterprise. In Europe, America and such “develo-
ped” parts of the world, corruption can be better
absorbed because the money usually goes back imme-
‘ diately into internal production. But here in Ghana
\

—

“the ex-action trooper” who gets a “windfall” of
10,000 immediately imports a Benz and that is the
Yend of it because he knows no better use of his money;
“at best, he imports iron sheets, rods and cement for a
mansion. Such persons have no sense of shame even
when they are found out. There is no repentance and
there is always the preparedness to scize the earliest
opportunity for some more looting.

Foreign Firms

While blaming the Ghanaian we may pause to reflect
on the fact that foreign firms and companies are not
in any way averse to engaging in activities which give
reason to doubt their probity. It is shocking to find that
the names of certain important foreign firms are con-
nected with some of the activities which the Commis-
sions found corrupt. This should make it quite clear to
us that if we want to ruin our own country, there are
powerful foreigners who are prepared to. goad us on.
They do not have the slightest interest in our long-run
welfare so long as they can get their short-run booty
and profits. Such foreign firms deserve the closest
watch because their first concern is to maximise profits,
even if this could be done only with the devil’s aid.
If Parkinson Howard, for instance, gave commissions,
one would wonder how many times they inflated their
costs.

Ideologies

This last point, in fact, can be linked with the pro-
blem of ideologies and practice. ildeologies are quasi-
religious beliefs which are supposed to be capable of
immediate application thus creating heaven on earth
for the adherents. In these ideologies, all questions have
their answers and all the problems their solution. In
fact, ideologies are myths which are deemed to contain

the panacea ‘for all ills. The two reports expose the

old regime as paying lip-service to its own ideology.
The old regime declared itself committed to socialism

and anti-neo-colonialism. The first implied active parti-

ensure a decent living standard for all citizens, and

the second, while not exactly implying economic
autarky, meant an aversion for anything that smacked
of foreign domination especially in the economic field.
Both aims were completely betrayed by the activities
of the old regime. ~

The oligarchy, that constituted the inner circle of the
party, fattened themselves up, while shouting from roof-
tops their intention of not only equalising economic
opportunities but also of reducing the gap between
the rich and the poor. It is now quite clear that the
rich were getting richer while the poor were sinking even
deeper into poverty and indebtedness. What is even
more seriousﬁ_'s that in their avidity for wealth, the oli-
garchy handed over the economy into the hands of fo-
reigneis provided these were prepared to do one simple
thing, i.e. share the profits with the members of this
oligarchy. The result is that while there has been some
‘increase in Ghanaian private and public owned enter-
prises, our economy is no less at the mercy of foreigners
than it was sixteen yearsago. One lesson, that should
therefore be learnt by all Ghanaians, is that ideologies
invariably diverge from reality and practice.

The problem then is not how to condemn the old
regime but whether in a “developing” country, hurriedly
undergoing change and wanting to change, people will
cease to be easy victims of ideological panaceas and
myths. People want simple problems and simple answers;
in fact, they want the answers before the questions. Will
anyone who “solves” problems before analysing them be
not the magical idol of the bewildered? Will cool-
headed calculation not be too readily shoved aside
as academic and upreal? Some people need myths and .
they get them to their own detriment. Have we out-
grown the age of ideological myths—not necessarily
only that of ‘scientific socialism’? This is a question
that still stands in need of an answer.

Role of the Politician

The next thing that is thrown into bold relief by the
two reports is the problem of the role of the politician.
This must be taken together with our propensity to-
wards the politicisation of almost all our personal
problems. Is the politician to dedicate himself to the
pursuit of broad national goals or should he add to
this such roles as a father, a personnel officer, a judge,
a juryman, a war-leader, a clan or ethnic group leader,
etc. etc? An elderly woman wants to complete her
building and she sees no less a2 man than the President
of the whole country! A building! A car! Where are
the banks? The politician is expected to find jobs for
known persons, to settle family quarrels, to look after
family children, to give gifts to any passer-by etc. etc.
Should he fail to do all these? What kind of politician
is he? Where does he get the means? Are all these
away with the old regime?

It would be the height of naivete if anyone said that
they are. These questions are here with us and will be
with us for many more years. The pressures which we
heap on our politicians do not, in fact, help our cause.
We want them to combine business with politics and \
we thereby encourage them to be even more corrupt.
We make our politicians appear more important than
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theymﬂya:aurshau}dbrtheygetumwthese
roles and we, minions. and sycophants, chase them for
the: cmm_bs_ that fall from their stolen loaves, because
we believe that politicat power is the “Open sesame” of
the goldem age. Skills: are not mecessary; the job will
come at the press of the button at the political power-
house. We prefer personal contacts and arbitrariness to
institutions and the law. The results are there for any-
one to read in the two reports. Have we really stopped:
thinking along these lines?
Leadership

The next problem is that of leadership. What we
stand in dire need of now is a leadership that will set
impeccable standards and bake a good “cake of cus-
tom”. The pessimists among us may still have good
Teason, in the light of the above, to entertain doubts
about the possibility of this, because our society does
not seem to have patience for the impagial, the honest
and the hard-working. But the optimists m may take con-
solation from the fact_that " as a people _undergoing
tremendous changes, we show slgns of preparedness to
learn both the good and bad. It is, therefore, our duty,
while impressing upon our leaders to set good standards |
to help them to do so. After all, before their election
into, say, Parliament, they are no better than we are.

What has been said so far leads us to the .major
political problem of our almost incorrigible propensity
for strong and dictatorial regimes. Regardless of the ,
political institutions we set up, we make our leaders
even more corrupt, inept, selfish, and power-loving|
thereby helping them to establish dictatorial regimes.
Would anybody in his right senses have thought that-
Nkrumah, the CP.P., and their hangers-on would have:
voluntarily submitted themselves to the ordeal of a
genuine and free general election when there was®
the possibility of a defeat and a revelation of their
nefarious. deeds? This would have been stupid and
wishful thinking. Once leaders deviate from the right
cause, they protect themselves! Many _Ghanaians,
“astute” en,qngh_[g_&a;h_se_gu;fac\; ]umped on the.,
(Caran) handwagou and are-even now prepared to indis-
crimately change wagons so long as the crumbs fall.
regardless whether the crumbs later give them stomach
ache. In the light of all these, mereww
of new: “looting alliances” and new dictatorships. Dic-
tatorships seem to“be endemic im our society.

Unfortunately, a whole nation cannot directly par-
take in its own self-destruction. There simply is not
enough to go round; moreover, the self-protection, i
referred to, is safest among a tzusted inner core of the
oligarchy. This inmer core invariably is composed of(
familiar faces—most likely, under our circumstances,

" a family or an ethnic group. Nkrumah, who started
by being almost zbsclntely free from -ethnic fee.[mgs(
finally succumbed ang thereby not only nearly generated
mass batred for his ethnic group—popularly referred
to as the ‘royal tribe'—but also almost resurrected
ethnic feelings all over the country.

AII these can be read from the two reports. One may,
therefore, Yegmmately rask whether our problems do*
not mh::‘mote to the types of persons we are than to
the. xmtgmons we frantically and occasionally establish.

a suggmuon'l The ‘way to the sclum

theidanoerats but unfortunately unless we

to learn certain important lessons, we

shall never get this economic satisfaction and this de-
mocratic spirit. Azu Crabbe and Apaloo: have spoke.n_
Let us take this chance to purify ‘“Yiese winds of
change”; for, sometimes, they smell fou.L

International Affairs '

GHANA’S EXTERNAL RELATIONS SINCE

THE COUP

By

K. A. Karikari
THE FIRST anniversary of the Ghana Coup is
a milestone not only for the people of Ghana,
but for their neighbours and the outside world.
On February 24, 1966, a complete demise of the §
Nkrumah regime took place. A new image was U
restored at home which was to reflect itself abroad. §
It is ten years since independence and it is a |
convenient period for a foreign policy analyst
to examine critically a country’s foreign relations. |
It y appear presumptuous in some quarters
"for%y critical discussion of Ghana’s external |
welations smce February 24, 1966. What icile—= |

year, but to?rethink about some of our foreign |
policy decisions since the National Liberation

ment.
Foreign—Po].icy restated

Ghana’s foreign policy, since the coup, has H
been stated on various occasions by the Chairman i 5[
of the NLC., Lt-Gen. J. A. Ankrah. Ghana, §
he had said, would not automatically change ) p
her foreign policy but would continue to follow S
a policy of non-alignment. In a broadcast to the § ’,
nation on 28 February, 1966, the Chairman [t
said that mere lip-service was paid in the past @
to the policy of non-alignment by the Nkrumah
regime, ‘but the N.L.C. would adhere strictly!
to a policy of balanced neutrality both in theory |
and practice. Essentially the same point was made '
by the Lt.-General in an address to the Diplomatic;
Corps on the 12 March, 1966 in which he
assured them of the National Liberation Council’s
interest in maintaining good and cordial relations /#¥
between Ghana and their respective countries.

Also, in a broadcast on March 24, the Chair-{#8
man dismissed rumours in certain quarters that
the change-over of government in Ghana was'{§
Western-inspired as not- only unfounded but ¥
wicked and calculated to destroy the respect
of the world for Ghana’s liberation. The Chair-
man reiterated that the aim of our foreign policy
will be to restore its proper balance, and to abolish
that brand of non-alignment which in practice [“
had all the attributes of alignment. Our pélicy ‘
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of qu-éﬁgnment and absolute neutrality must™
now rfegain its ‘genuine character, - guided and
inspired by the highest interest of the state. It
must refect” itself in all ouf natiomal policies
affecting our interests both at home and abroad.
A judicious- balance in the search for technical
assistance, an impartial and objective exami-
| mation of economic co-operation -and foreign
aid, a consistent avoidance of military commit-
ments with the power blocs, a sincere quest for
friendship with all countries—these are to be
the guiding principles and abiding characteristics
of Ghana’s foreign policy.

Ghana and her neighbours

Africa continues to be the cornerstone of
| our foreign policy. The struggle for the total
| Liberation of Africa has now been placed in its
proper perspective. The N.L.C. has reaffirmed
its belief in African Unity and is realistically
striving for its attainment. The limits would
be set by our resources. Ghana would contribute
funds -and act only through the Organisation
| of African Unity to achieve the total liberation
| of the Continent of Africa. The government

of Ghana would not allow her territory to be used

as a base for subyersive activities against any
| independent African state. Ghana’s ‘policy in
. regard to freedom fighters and refugees would

be guided by the O.A.U. resolutions on political

refugees and subversion. 5

' The most obvious diplomatic successes have
been the ‘opening of the Ghana-Togo border,
| the Ghana-Tvory Coast border, and the improved
1 relations with other African countries. Soon
after the Coup, the N.L.C. dispatched ' goodwill
missions to many African countries to assure
them of the Ghana Government’s desire to
‘‘open a new leaf” in its relations with them
. and to explain to them the reason why the N.L.C.
" took over the reins of government. In all these
. countries the goodwill missions were well received,
" and in the various communiques issued it was
| clear that these countries similarly wanted to
maintain gentine and sincere relations and
fraternal co-operation with Ghana based on
tolerance and non-interference in each other’s
affairs. To date, Eqiycver, Tanzania, Zambia,
Algeria, and Sierra Leone have not found it
possible to receive our Ambassadors or High
Commissioners. In the case of Sien‘aé Eeone; &
. it may be because she is too near to Guinea
" and does not want to get herself involved in the
* | Ghana-Guinea confrontation.
| In the Ghana-Guinea crisis, which culminated
in the detention in Ghana of the 19 Guinean

4

member delegation on its way to the O.A-U.

Conference at Addis Ababa, it has been argued
“in official circles that the detention enabled
Guinean threat to Ghana to receive international
attention. Nevertheless, it has been the major .
diplomatic set-back to Ghana on the African
front. The fact that we had to back. down,.in
spite of the stand which the Chairman of the
N.L.C. took before he left for the Addis Ababa
Conference, demonstrates this fact. If Ghana
had not released the 19 Guineans, it was most
probable that the Ghanaian delegation to the .
O.A.U. would not have been seated. Besides,
our action did not conform to normal diplomatic
practice.

On the African refugee problem, the N.L.C.
has finally,agreed not to hand over the remaining
refugees to their governments. There are several
categories of refugees in Ghana—students, freedom
fighters, those genuinely seeking asylum, aud;the
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MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION COUNCIL

Names (Left to Right): Col. A. A. Afrifa, Mr. B. A. Yakubu, Brigadier-Qcran, Mr. J. W.
Harlley (Vice-Chairman), Lt.-General J. A. Ankrah (Chairman), Major- Geneml E. K. Koto!
Mr. A. K. Deku, and Mr. E. O. Nunoo.

IT IS now one year since the Government of Kywame

Nkrumah was overthrown by the Armed Forces and
the Police Service. Since then (24/2/66), Ghana has been
ruled by a revolutionary council of eight—the National
Liberation Council. What do the members of the N.L.C.
think of their first year of government? How do they
assess the results of their own efforts to lay the founda-
tions for the rebuilding of a new Ghna? What have been
some of their problems? And what do they think of the
future?

In order to bring to Ghanaians the answers to these
questions the Legon Observer arranged in formal meet-
ings with individual members of the N.L.C. (We were,
however, not able to see Lt.-General J. A. Ankmah,

Chairman of the N.L.C., and Mr. E. O. Nunoo, member, 1

due, no doubt, to poor communication).
These dialogues were completely informal and on-
h All views d are, of course, each
member’s personal opinions.
(Read our comments in the next issme of the Legon
, Observer).

MR. J. W. K. HARLLEY

Gains of the Coup

Q: What are the most important achievements of the
past year?

A: We were motivated to stage the coup because of the

; denial of personal freedom and by the economic
hardship that Ghanaians were suffering. Now that
nobody can be arrested arbitrarily and the economic
situation is improving, I believe these are the two
important gains.

 SUPPLEMENT

Nkrumah’s Security Boys and Arbitrary -Arrests

Q: The police were used for the arbitrary arrests?

‘A: When I took over in 1964, I stopped my people froi
making unlawful arrests. Nkrumah then enlarged h!
own security organization which then did his arres
for him. |

Q: Did you resent your functions being taken awz |
from you?

A: I was too busy to let that worry me.

it was the official police doing it?

A: Quite. I often fell out with him on this. He depend¢
on untrained informants who reported people il
discriminately. He would call me and indicate tI#8

was guilty of subversion; but he would not reve
his source of information. A lot of people exploit{F
this. If people owed debts they didn’t want to pa i
or merely quarrelled about personal matters, th i
would' cause the detention of others.

Q: Mr. Asumda seemed to take more than norm
interest im- the arrests. You knew of the wave
arrests and inhuman acts of this man in the Upp
Region?

A: Yes; indeed he did take more than normal inter¢88
in the arrests. He used the P.D.A/ to setile persor i
scores. He caused many arrests of innocent peop
and housed them in unhealthy conditions. In o
case I succeeded in getting the cabinet to investigz
the case, and the person was released.

Q: What do you think about prosecuting such a pers
for causing such unwarranted misery?
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A: That could be done; but there is so much work to
- do now.- :
PD.A. Vs. Protective Custody |

Qs tht is the dlﬁerence between Preventive Detention
and Protective Custody?

A: The P.D.A. would not have been bad' if its terms
had been observed. The use of Protective Custody
enables us to consolidate the coup. Many lives would
have been lost if we had not protected the C.P.P.
functionaries.

Q: Perhaps this would have had a salutary effect on
them?

A: Yes, but the Ghana family system is such that for
each person killed, several people are affected, and
more bitterness would' have been generated than
necessary-

The Rule of Law and the C.P.P.

Q: Don’t you think that the “rule of law”, your liberal
policy, and the premature releases have all made
people think you are weak?

A: T know this is true. But we believed that we could
contain every development within the rule of law. But
now legal processes are so slow. Also, sometimes
when we want to act, we find our hands tied. It is

a pity that the C.P.P. are showing no signs of shame
or remorse-

Q: If you had to do it again, would you have used the
rule of law again?

A: Yes, but we would also take !oug,her measures as
well. >

Q: What assurances can you give us about security?

A: Our Intelligence is excellent. We know everything
Nkrumah is doing.

Q: Don’t you think then that the NLC. is showing
panic with all these decrees?

A: No, we just want to reassure our people. But
anybody planning subversion is asking for trouble.
Public Relations
| Q: It seems that your policies are not well understood.

i Are you satisfied with your public relations?

A: Not at all. And I'm taking steps to correct this. We
know for example that people think that the Govern-
ment has sold the Continental and Ambassador Hotels
to an American enterprise. This is not so, and I have
asked for a statement to be published to explain
the Continental and Ambassador Hotels arrange-
ment to the public. I have also asked the Attorney-

General to write a full explanation of the background
of every decree to accompany decrees in future. And
' I have started a seri omhly/ press couferencs
Q: We have never been mvxted to=IE s =
A: Perhaps because my prrus oﬁce.r thinks' your are
part-time journalists | C[.aughter)k You will -be invited
to future conferences:

Q: Have you achieved much on the African front?

A: Yes, the improvement in relations with our neigh-
bours has been beneficial. Now meat comes to our
Bolga Meat Factory regularly; and because of our
restored friendship,” our security is: easier to assure.
At the 0.AU., because of our own economic difficul-
ties, we cannot pay more than our dues.

Towards Civilian Rule

Q: Are you satisfied with the progress to civilian rule?

A: Commissions are working; as soon -as the Constitu-
tional Commission finishes its work, things will begin
to go faster. We also have to clear the mess: corrup-
tion in the police and public services, etc. If we don’t
do this, no future government will succeed.

Q: This may be a 10-year project? (Laughter)

A: We hope it won't be that long.

Administration

Q: Are you satisfied with your experiment in govemn-
ment by Committees?

A: Some of them are slow, aud have been reorganised
a number of times.

Q: Don'‘t you think a joint committee of the Political
and the Economic will ensure better co-operation?

A: Yes, the Chairmen co-operate informally.

Future Politics

Q: What do you-see about future. politics?

A: I cannot imagine anyone preaching ideological
dogmas! after this.

Q: On the return of politics, is the N.L.C. going to
proscribe certain people from politics, or going to
turn the C.P.P. loose on us again?

A: People who have let down the country cannot be
allowed to come and ruin the country again. But the
matter needs to be considered more fully.

Britain

Q: Since the coup Britain has been rather cool towards
us?

A: Yes, rather disappointingly.

Q: Has the Kwesi Armah decision affected your attitu-
de towards Britain?

A: In a way, but we don’t want to take rash decisions.
We will just behave like the British.

Personal Future

Q: After this, can you go back to be a non-political
policeman? Can you take orders from a Minister?

A: Why not? But I plan to retire and farm after this.

Q: You are too young for that?

A: I really don’t think I am a politician.

The Legon Observer

Q: What's your attitudé to the Legon Observer?

A: I like your approach to issues and problems. I think
problems should be discussed responsibly and objec-
tively. You are praised all over the world. You are
sincere. Nobody can ask for more than that.
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Reconciliation and the CP.P.

Q: Don't you think your policy of liberalism has em-
boldened the C.P.P. to plan subversion?

A: Many of the C.P.P. realized things had gone wrong,
and wanted a change, but couldn’t act. They therefore
appreciate the take-over.

Q: They wanted only the removal of Nkrumah but not
themselves?

A: They also wanted the removal of Nkrumah's imme-
diate followers in command and the “ideological”
trouble-makers, like Baako, Akwei, and Addison, who
used to throw their weight about.

Press Criticism

Q: What do you think of press criticism?

A: It can be useful; but I think there is need for the
press to check on things first. Not all comments are
in the interest of the public, especially at a time like
this. For example, it simply helps Nkrumah in his
attempt to discredit the N.L.C. by over-playing the
theme of corruption among the police. In a Service of
17,000 it is inevitable that there will be some undesira-
bles. The I.G.P. is doing his best to clean the Service.
Such efforts escape the notice of the press. It is only
the sensational that attracts them. This can be harm-
ful.

The Police

Q: Do you think six months 'of training is sufficient to
turn out a good policeman?

A: That is what we all had. But the general lowering
of educational standards has affected us because our
recruits from the middle school today are not as

. good in education as former recruits of the same
standard.

Educational Reform

Q: As Minister of Education, what are you doing about
the fallen educational standards?

A: The NLC is concerned about it. The Educational Re-
view Committee was the first to be set up. The Minis-
try is examining the Education Act 1961 to see whether
it has had any harmful effect on educational stan-
dards. In the past elementary education was mostly
in the hands of the missions. Ts it possible that the
government take-over of all schools has led to the
fallen standards of moral discipline among our chil-
dren? This too we are examining.

Q: The bulk of the people will never go to the Univer-
sity. It follows that the general level of education in
the country will depend on the level of education in

the elementary and secondary schools. And yet the
Educational Review Committee contained mostly
University people.

A: The problems of education in the lower levels are

being examined. If you solve these, the Universi-
ties will benefit.

Towards Civilian Rule

Q: Is it not in the interest of the N.L.C. to hasten the

return of the civilian rule because you might be
associated with unpopular measures? You are the
only organised force in the society and the final
arbiters. As arbiters you must have an image of
impartiality and a clean record.

A: Nkrumah and his followers were guilty of criminal
offences. The coup was necessary because normal
arrest was not possible or wise. We have to try these
people for their cffences, try to reconstruct the eco-
nomy, and above all, restore democracy before we
can retire.

Q: How long do you think this will take?

A: Two to three years.

Personal Future

Q: Can you remain a non-political professional after
this exercise? Can you in future take orders from
civilians.

A: Why not? I am not a politician

Q: What sort of political parties do you see emerging
in future? Would you oppose socialism?

A: Socialism can be part of democratic politics. If the
Constitution does not proscribe it, I don’t see why
it should not be talked about. Ghanaians have been
fortunate to have had this bitter experience with
Nkrumah. They are not likely to be passive in future.

Rule of Law

Q: If we have the rule of law, don’t you think certain
decrees passed violate it, eg. 92 and 93?

A: No, the rule of law is necessary for the democracy
we want to build. But we have a revolution now; if
we don't also use tough measures to hasten things,
the revolution will fail. Then democracy cannot be
established.

Foreign Policy

Q: Is the N.L.C. not too pro-West?

A: No.

Q: Has the attitude of Britain been disappointing?

A: Indeed. We appreciate that Britain has her own
difficulties, so that we really don't expect economic
aid from her. But we thought we could expect some
sympathy and understanding from them of our own
problems. But they have not been helpful at all.

Q: Would this affect the NLC’s attitude to Britain?

A: Not necessarily. But it does mean that we should
always realize that we follow an independent foreign
policy,

Q: How do you reconcile an independent foreign policy.
with the expulsion of the Russians after the coup?
A: We did not expel them. But by their association with

Nkrumah, there was public resentment against them.

Q: Did their departure affect the economy, e.g. in the
fishing industry?

A: Yes. Some of their projects cannot be operated after
their departure. It shows the basic weakness in their
economic aid: after so many years of operation here,
no Ghanaians had been trained to man their trawlers.

Public Relations
Q: Are you satisfied with your public relations?

4'
|
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A: No, it is poor both internally and externally.
Q: Would you like press conferences?
A: Yes, but would also welcome more frequent personal
checks.
Q: Are you able to handle your substantive job and
your Ministries comfortably?
A: Yes; I deal with policy matters only.
Gains of the Coup
Q: What are the gains of the coup?
: The ordinary man has not enjoyed twelve months
of freedom such as this for a long time.
The Legon Observer
Q: Do you like the Legon Observer?
A: Very much. It is very stimulating.
Q: You wouldn’t like to see it banned, then?
A: 1 would be the first to resist that.

¥
|
4
|
|
!
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COLONEL A. A. AFRIFA
The Coup

Q: Why was a violent overthrow of Nkrumah necessary?

A: If there had been another course for effecting a
change, the coup would not have been necessary
at all. A coup is not a pleasant thing, and ‘we should
not have liked to plunge our country into what
could have turned into bloodshed. If Nkrumah had
allowed the Opposition to continue to operate, taey
would have beaten him at elections, or at least would
have been satisfied at the chance.

Q: There is a view that if Nkrumah had been here,
you couldn’t have succeeded?

A: No. We chose his absence because we merely wanted
to avoid bloodshed. We did not want to kill him
either.

Q: How did you march three days without being de-
tected?

A: We did it in 24 hours. Our plan was based on
surprise.

Pre-Coup Plan for Administration

Q: Had you formed any idea of how the country was
to be governed? Was the N.L.C. idea formed before
or after the coup?

A: We knew we would form some form of a revolutionary
council. Originally we had planned to set up a small
high-powered group of civilians. We were aware
that as soldiers, we were not cut out to do politics.

Q: Is the original idea dead then?—the idea of a small
civilian advisory and co-ordinating group.

A: The committee we now have comes close to the
idea—the Political—except that it is rather large. We
could do with a small number in each committee.

Q: Do you think it would have been better to set up a
civilian care-taker government from the start, and
thus kept the military and the police out of politics,

so that the civilian government and not the military
would take the blame for any unpopular measures?

A: That would have been one way of doing it, but this
had been tried in at least one African country and had
failed. So we thought we could stand in briefly, and
put things right as quickly as possible. The emphasis |
was on speed. If we could do this while Ghanaians
were given the opportunity to select a better set of
people than before to govern them, we thought it
was a good idea. The idea you suggest is excellent;
but at the time how many honest men were left in
Ghana under the old regime?

Q: With the emphasis on speed, don’t you think then
that the method you chose—democracy, rule of law,
etc.—is rather retarding the pace of the revolution?

A: Yes, but there is also a lesson from this precedent.
We are showing Ghanaians that it is not necessary for
any future government to become vindictive, harsh,
or brutal on the previous one. We had yearned for
freedom and liberty for so long that it seemed the
best thing to do.

Liberal Policy and the C.P.P.

Q: Do you now regret that you were so moderate to-
wards the ex-CPP functionaries?

A: That thing called the CPP was evil; its ideology
and all those who made the C.P.P. what it was were
evil. T feel bitter when I talk about it. Sometimes
I wonder if the ministers did not escape too lightly.
They must thank Mr. Harlley that at least some of
them were not killed.

Q: Do you really believe people were committed to the
ideology? Don'’t you think people were more attracted
by the benefits than by the ideology? 1

A: Of course, there were those who were morally
corrupt. I associate some of the intellectuals with
moral corruption. Because they wanted free cars
(Jaguar, etc.) . . . .; it’s not easy to have a University
degree or to be a lecturer or professor; if it were all
that easy, all of uswould be at the University. The rare
opportunity, therefore, should not be abused—to abuse
a distinguished brain is to commit an unpardonable
crime.

Q: You agree the CPP are still arrogant?

You agree they interpret your policy and aftitude as
weakness?

A: Those who made the C.P.P. are showing signs
of little education. If they had been properly educa-
ted they would feel some shame. But they think
money is everything and I feel sorry for them.

Q: Are you therefore planning to be tougher?

A: Not exactly; we plan to do things properly. Our
intelligence system is most efficient now; they are well
covered. If they don’t know this, like always they’ll
refuse to know.

Q: Don’t you think the releases have made your job
more difficult? 3

A: My personal opinion is that imprisonment without
trial in any form is bad. I loathed the P.D.A., and
I was not prepared to regard “Protective Custody” as
a new name for it. I thought the best thing was to
put these people into protective custody, from which
they could be brought, very quickly, into the courts.
But the tremendous job we faced made it difficult
to bring them to trial so quickly. Keeping them there
so long without trial, however, was not the way to
treat a Ghanaian. The purpose of the coup would
have been defeated



v SUPPLEMENT

L

17 February 1967

Towards Civilian Rule

Q: Don’t you think it is in the interest of the NLC to
have an early return to civilian rule?

A: Return to civilian rule is a must. OQur function is
not to govern; governing is not our trade. Besides we
have no mandate to speak for anybody. Our rifles and
truncheons have brought us here.

Personal Future
Q: Will you remain in the army?
: Why not?

Future Politics

Q: What political parties do you envisage in the future?

A: In my mind’s eye, I see Ghana resurrecting thus:
democratic pelitical parties arising, with opposition
parties in parliament. I see a president and a prime
minister. It is probable that we shall have high-quality
politicians. What has happened will be a check on the
low-grade opportunist politicians. I would like to see
the uncommitted especially young Ghanaians coming
into politics.

Q: The country has been shown a system which has not
failed to impress some of us. The idea of a group
of people governing, with a chairman . . . [Afrifa:
with all members having equal rights?] Exactly. Why
can’t we have a system like this which will make
dictatorship difficult to emerge?

Q: In fact why have a President? The name gathers
_an aura around the person. Why not a Chairman of
a Council?

A: In fact, from what we have seem, if I had my own
way, there would be no need for a Constitution. We
know what is right, what is good for us and we
should expect our rulers to behave well.

Q: But if he doesn’t what standards are there to judge
him by?

A: It should not be difficult to tell.

Q: You are impressed by Ashanti Chieftaincy. You
know what they do in Africa? Before you have the
opportunity to vote him out, he has locked you up
under the pretext that you are conspiring with some
foreign agent.

A: I admit this is idealistic.

Kwesi Armah

Q: You seem to have a love for British Institutions, on
the evidence of your book. After the Kwesi Armah
decision, have you had cause to change your mind?

A: No. Britain is an independent country, like us. I
would not do anything that would dicredit our values
and bring disrespect to Ghana. I should understand
Mr. Jenkins and his Government for not wishing to
compromise their traditions.

Q: Who is bearing the cost of the present trial of
Kwesi Armah?

A: We have nothing to do with it, but it is natural
for the British Government to request witnesses from
here.

Q: We would oppose any suggestion for Ghana to bear
the cost of sending witnesses to Britain.

A: The Ghanaian is a very sympathetic person. We
would not like to give the impression of wishing to
persecute Kwesi Armah. That is why we do not want

to pursue Kwesi Armah.

Rule of Law, efc.
Q: One of the objectives of the coup was to try and

create the atmosphere in which the “rule of law”
could be achieved. To what extent do you think the
Rumours Decree, the institution of the Military
Court, and retroactive laws (such as that under which
ex-ministers are now being tried in connection with
the Leventis Deal) help create this?

A: There are legal technicalities in the last point I do
not understand. But with regard to the others, we are
in a rtevolution, with a lot to do in a short time;

Q: Are you satisfied with your Public Relations?

A: No; it is most inefficient. T am not satisfied with the
press, except yours. In your case, I only think your
standard is too high to appeal to as many people
as you should reach. You want more people to read
you. I want my father, for example, to be able to
read it and discuss it. You can introduce some pho-
tographs for a start. And bring in some foreign news.
You might write in a lighter language. (Laughter) It
is a very good paper; and you are honest.

Q: Are you doing anything about your public relations?

A: Mr. Harlley is working on this.

Q: As you know, we are not happy about this idea of
military courts. But neyertheless, we agree that more
energetic measures within the law must be taken to
deal with these CPP people. They shouldn’t be
allowed to think “these people are weak”, etc. Are
the NLC satisfied with the legal processes going on?
The slowness in dealing with them, such as on the
Cc issions’ rec dations, generate rumours.
It is one year since the coup . . .

A: What do you recommend?

Q: Why don’t you send them to court?

A: As we could not consult anybody on the political

aspects of post-coup administration before the coup,
we naturally lost time. If we had set up the military
tribunal on the 25th of February, 1966, it would have
been perfect. The Annie Jiagge Commission, for
example, should have been set up in say, March,
Revolutionary methods would have been used to
correct the wrongs of the past. But we lost time, and
perhaps the decision not to rule as a military go-
vernment was the first consequent mistake. And now
we are in danger of walking without our military
poise; perhaps we talk too softly, and don't give our
people the impression of leading a revolution. Some-
times I'm filled with bitter frustration. What can we
do? The danger is that if we return to civilian
rule prematurely, there will be trouble and nothing
would have been achieved. What we are now trying
to do is to step up the pace of the revolution—give
some meaning to the revolution. We have had a coup.
I suggested that the word “coup” was unpleasant.
But I don’t think we have conducted a revolution yet.
What we have achieved is a change, but not a revo-
lution. I nearly died myself. I believed my life was
near its end. I was in the hospital; that was where, and
why my book was written. I wrote part of it myself—
but had to dictate the rest and use the help of some-
one they sent to me.
For a week to the coup I couldn't eat. During the
coup, I went through great agony, and like my collea-
gues I wouldn’t like to sce the objects of the whole
exercise frustrated.

Q: On the economy, you have said you want Africans
to take over? Do you think this is possible, or desi-
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rable as a policy?

A: What I meant was that in the long run development
would depend on the efforts of Ghanaians themselves.
Continued and perpetual dependence on external
help and foreign enterprise would never assure the
progress of our people. Therefore our people should
be up and doing. Foreign participation should be
supplementary, and we welcome it as such. The Mi-
nistry of Trade is doing its best to help Ghanaians
now. Mr. Beecham has restored confidence into that
Ministry. There are other activities of the Ministry,
such as export promotion, which is even more im-
portant than import control.

Q: Do you think the economy is improving?

A: Yes, thanks to the National Liberation Council, the
cedi is stronger now and will get stronger (Laughter).

MAJOR-GENERAL KOTOKA
Past and Future

Q: After these 12 months, what next?

A: I should say we are optimistic about solving our
problems provided everybody will do his part and
work hard. Our two main problems are security
and the economy. Security we can handle. But the
‘ecconomy on Ghanaians themselves. The Trade Fair
will attract investors; but we ourselves have to show
that we mean business.

Counter-Coup Plot

Q: How serious was the counter-coup plot?

A: Nothing serious. The planners must have known it
could not succeed. I don’t know who can overthrow
the combined forces of the military and the police.

Q: Were the ex-C.P.P. ministers involved?

A: The ex-C.P.P. were involved, but not necessarily the
ministers. Those who are losing what they gained are
naturally not happy.

Liberation and the C.P.P.

Q: Are you aware that your policy of excessive liberal-
ism, kindness and reconciliation has been misunder-
stood?

A: Indeed. Probably we have been too extreme in being
liberal. People are taking advantage of it and are
trying to make our task difficult.

Rule of Law and the Revolution

Q: Do you think that if you had to do it again, you
would have used the “rule of law”? Would you have
been tougher?

A: Yes, I would have taken tougher measures. But let
me explain our stand on the rule of law and the re-
volution. Most people have really misunderstood us
about our intentions with regard to the rule of law.
The rule of law is our AIM. I have stated this before,

and would like to stress it again. Our final AIM is to
establish the rule of law. That is the objective of
our revolution. The revolution is being conducted
in three stages: the first stage was the overthrow of
the CP.P. government on 24 February 1966. In the
second stage, our task is to clear the mess created
by Nkrumah and his people. After this, we come to
the third stage—the establishment of the rule of law,
when a properly constituted democratic government
will be set up. People confuse our final aim with
the way we are ruling. We are ruling the liberal way
because we want peace; but people should remember
that it was for the sake of peace that we fought,
and are still fighting. We are fighting now to establish
the rule of law.
Kwesi Armah

Q: Has the Kwesi Armah decision affected your attitude
to Britain?

A: To some extent yes. It has cooled the relations be-
tween us. But no Englishman I've met here seems
to like it.

Q: They would all have done the same thing. Who is
paying for the eight witnesses who are to go to
Britain?

A: We spent £12,000 on the case before the decision,
and cannot afford more, and have told them so. After
all, corrupt British firms and nationals are partly to
blame for our economic ruin. Stealing is a crime
anywhere. They can do what they like with him.

_ Cost of Living

Q: One of thz:'pr\oblcms of the economy was the high
prices. Is the NLC aware that prices haven’t gone
down, and may even be going up?

A: Some items have risen recently, but in general they
are stable.

Q: For imported goods, prices haven't gone down.
whether taxes go down or not, importers are deter-
mined to keep prices up. We suggest that the govern-
ment set up a small Economic Intelligence Unit to
study the cost price of the goods we import in their
home of origin. If we are going to control imports
this is essential. Then we can compare the cost price
with the price that importers quote for us here, and
we can also assess whether the final market price is
reasonable or too high.

A: A good idea (To Press Officer: make a note of this).

Problems of Administration

Q: Do you have any major problem in administration?

A: The greatest, problem is the slow speed at which
work is done in the Civil Service. There is no sense
of urgency. They don’t seem to realize that we are
in a revolution. This is agitating our minds a lot.

Q: What do you plan to do about this?

A: This is difficult. The immediate thing that comes to
mind is to sack guilty ones. But then whom are you
going to put in their places? You may have to sack
all of them. Nobody knows any. other way of work-
ing. They have to reorganise their procedure of work.

Q: Can you effectively combine your substantive post in
the Armed Forces and your Ministerial duties?

A: It is difficult to do this effectively because of our
many duties. I would like to devote myself to my
military duties. T leave most of the work there to the
Principal Secretaries; but things don’t go as expected.
Cor d and tions are slow. We'll
have to do something, or else we'll lose the momen-
tum of the revolution,
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Future Politics

Q: What are your thoughts of the future politics in
Ghana. Socialist parties, etc.?

A: I am no politician, so that terminologies don’t mean
much to me. What people want is to be governed
properly and honestly. They have their needs. Satis-
fy them; that is all.

Q: If a party became pro-Nkrumah would you take a
stand?

A: Naturally; I would not have risked my life to fight
in order to see the same thing happen again.

Q: Even if the people clected them?

: That cannot be. It will mean the people are not

thinking.

Q: Can you go back to the Army after this?

A: It is too early for me to say.

Gains of the Coup

Q: What do you think you have achieved this year?

A: We have made a lot of strides . . Freedom of speech,
etc.,, even though people are taking freedom to ex-
tremes.

Criticism

A: What is your attitude to criticism?

A: Criticism, if it is constructive, is welcome. It helps
us. But merely to criticise in order to make our work
difficult is not being helpful, and is resented. It is
destructive. By constructive criticism I mean that
which helps us to see alternative and better solutions
to problems. For example, it is no good using the
“existence” of the rule of law to condemn decrees
92 and 93. Situations change, and call for their own
solutions. The military government does not want
to be harsh, but we cannot throw away the revolu-
tion.

Q: Nkrumah also said he wanted constructive criticism,
and meant by it anything that flattered him. Criticism
need not be malicious. In our case, we believe that
we help in that way to examine weaknesses in a so-
lution. The Legon Observer owes its existence to the
revolution; and we cannot want the revolution to fail.
We do not want people to equate the NLC's acts with
Nkrumah's because they are not properly understood.

A: How would you have dealt with a situation in which
the C.P.P. are re-grouping and alarming the country-
side with threats of Nkrumah's return? When some
are released from protective custody, instead of
being repentant and going about their business
quietly, they organise great parties with the whole

place full of white cloth, as if they have come back
victorious from a war.
Public Relations

Q: Are you satisfied with your public relations?

A: Not at all.

Q: Do you agree that periodic press conferences would
improve the public und ding of your decisions?

A: It’s a good idea. If you want to comment or criticise
something we've done, try and find out why we did
it. We don’t mind if you disagree with us, but at
Jeast you must see our point of view in order to be
fair. ,

Q: Do you think people in the Armed Forces under-
stand civilians?

A: I think so. They are Ghanaians. We believe it's the
freedom you enjoy too much which is causing the
trouble. When the soldier reads unfair comments
about him, he is irritated, because he fought to restore
our freedom, and saw his friend die in a pool of
blood, for freedom. He believes people have forgotten

this already.

Q: Would you agree that people may agree about prin-
ciples but may differ about details?

A: Yes, but it is not always possible to give full de-
tailed explanation with decrees.

Q: The avenues of information are unsatisfactory.

A: You are right.

Nkrumah

Q: Does Nkrumah constitute a threat?

A: To only a limited extent. He cannot come back here
and be a president of Ghana again. That is impossi-
ble. But he has money outside, and can use it to
cause trouble. For example, he organised a group to
throw bombs and shoot people at the opening cere-
mony of the Trade Fair, in order to disrupt it.

Q: What are you doing about him?

A: He is so well protected. There’s £10,000 on his head.

Q: Any response?

Clearing the Mess

A: Yes, plenty (Laughter).

Q: How long will it take to clear the mess?

A: It depends on how hard we all work. If you all
think more of the revolution, we will finish quickly.

Q: Let the prosecutions start. People are impatient.

A: We know. We have given the Jiagge Commission
full authority to punish perjury at once in order to
speed up her enquiries. Also we shall receive periodic
reports, on which we shall act appropriately.

BRIGADIER OCRAN

Pre-Coup Plan for Interim Government

Q: Did you consider forming an interim civilian go-
vernment to govern while preparing the country for
a properly constituted government?

A: Perhaps that was a possible way of doing it. But it
would have been hard to find a group of civilians
which would have enjoyed the confidence of the po-
pulation. In the circumstances, the military/police we
set up was the best thing, because we are a military
government able to carry out the programme of re-
form quickly, and politically uncommitted—except
against the old-style politics.

Q: In governing, the N.L.C. is bound to take unpopular
measures. Don’t you think it is in your interest not
to be associated with it?

A: Most decisions, like the coup itself, will be popular
with some and unpopular with others. Our aim is to
do our job as quickly as possible and then step down.
It would be premature to step down immediately.

Q: Do you think the Armed Forces should be given
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should be purely military, and not partly political.
For this reason, I don’t even think it will be in the
interest of Ghana to have military personnel asso-
ciated with any future civilian government.

Personal Future

Q: You are now in politics. Can you continue to remain
in the army after the military government?

A: Politics belongs to politicians. We who are now
partly in politics have, whether we like it or not, con-
taminated ourselves, and after two or three years
of this we cannot continue with our military career.
I canot go back to my career and remain politically
indifferent. If T disagree too strongly with the politi-
cal trend, I may be tempted to do it again.

Q: Don’t you think that your presence can serve as a
healthy check on civilian politicians?

A: Possibly, but I don’t think that is necessarily a good
thing.
Leniency
Q: Aren’t you being lenient with the C.P.P.2

A: We ourselves preached that two wrongs do not make
a right. We thought they would repent. Perhaps we
were wrong after all.

Problems of Administration

Q: What problems have you faced in goveérnment?

A: The greatest problem is the slow speed in the im-
plementation of policies. The Civil Service is tra-
ditionally slow to implement decisions. Civilian pu-
blic institutions find it hard to discipline themselves.
In the Ministries under my control, the line of autho-
rity is ill-defined and diffuse. Often they don’t know
who is responsible for what. This is not so in the
Army. The “Gold Coast” civil servants are perhaps
more dedicated than the “Ghana” ones.

Q: If you are clearing the mess, is this not the nation’s
opportunity to reorganise these organs of govern-
ment?

A: There is a general revision exercise on now.

Consolidation of the Coup

Q: You did the coup because of the arbitrary exercise
of power and economic mismanagement. To what
extent have you redressed the balance?

A: After the coup we realized there were other funda-
mental problems which had to be solved: the illegal
acquisition of wealth, the political education of the
people, the press, the distortion of the educational
system to indoctrinate our people with a false ideolo-
gy, ete. We are tackling all these. We are finding ways
to speed up the work of the A. Jiagge Commission,
because even at the rate of a man a day, it will
take 3 years to sce all of them. About political edu-
cation, if this is not done seriously, our people can
be misled again.

Q: What can you say about rumour?

A: In Ghana, whatever you do, people will misunder-
stand you or distort your motives. That was the work
of Nkrumah, who taught people to use this for
advancement. The decrees 92 and 93 were necessary
10 combat vicious rumours started by certain people,
including certain people in the diplomatic corps, to
discredit the Government.

Foreign Policy
Q: Don’t you think you are too pro-West?

A: No. In the past we were too pro-East, and our re-
lationship with them was disappointing. For example,
the goods they brought us were often poor. Now: that
we have deversified our sources, they must do better
to retain a share of the market.

Public Relations

Q: Are you satisfied with your public relations? The
old organization, which you are using, knows nothing
but the suppression of information.

A: No. The machinery is very poor. I agree we just
took over the organization of the old machinery,
which itself is inadequate. We have to improve it.

Criticism

Q: Do you think civilians are too critical of you?

A: It is natural that after their experience with Nkru-
mah they should be vigilant about any government.

0.A.U.

Q: What do you think of the 0.A.U.

A: It is useful as a means of closer relationship among
African countries, but it is often too ambitious. They
take decisions they will not implement, and pass
resolutions they will soon forget. There are too many
divisions, such as “militant” groups, etc. Each coun-
try should concentrate on developing her territory
first. On freedom-fighters, we have in the past been
fleeced by so-called freedom-fighters. They just squan-
dered our money.

Assets

Q: Do you think it might have been better to 'seize
properties soon after the 24th?

A: We would have got less. Annie Jiagge's team is
getting more information.

MR. YAKUBU

Mr. Yakubu’s meeting was not taped, as in the case
of the others, so that it is not possible to quote him
exactly.

He believes that the problem with Ghanaians is that
we are lazy, indifferent to work, succumb too easily to
bribery and corruption, and do not display a sufficient
sense of dedication to the nation. Theré is a need for a
moral code. We have to be selfless, be prepared to work
hard, and cultivate loyalty to the nation.

He believes that it is the duty of the Legon
Observer to give leadership in the discussion of major
national issues, with positive suggestions to problems.
Otherwise those who are trained to think through such
problems will have failed the nation. |
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instead of transferring @X to meet the manu-
facturer’s export price and freight charges, a
firm is allowed ta, transfer ZX + €Y to meet
the inflated price quoted by its export agency,
thezeountry, is robbed of ZY in foreign exchange
which represents the inflation hxdden in the
inyoice.

N -
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Forexvn%nterpnse in Ghana— The Case of
Ghana Sanyo

THERE IS no doubt that industrialization in
Ghana is impossible without foreign enterprise.
Even Kwame Nkrumah realized this; and was
most loud in his efforts to attract”it, although
he proceeded to entice the wrong type of “‘in-
vestor” because he was unable to distinguish
between productive investments and unproductive
projects. With the return of sanity in Government
and a favourable political climate, there is no
reason why foreign enterprise of the right type
should now not come in. Of course, what cons-
titutes the “right” kind flows from the reason
we believe that foreign enterprise is essential,
and we should be clear about this.

The most important benefits we derive fromé
foreign enterprise are the capital it brings in
and the technical and managerial know-how it
imparts to us. Our own (domestic) savings are
not enough to finance our industrialization
programme, so that the supplementary foreign
capital is most essential. And, because they
bring in superior technical, managerial, and
commercial knowledge, expatriates help to raise
the quality of our human resources. Also, by
processing or producing goods here which we
would otherwise import, ‘we save imports and
even gain the opportunity to earn foreign currency
through exports. In other words, the third advan-
tage is a nmet gain in foreign exchange.

It is for these reasons that Ghana, like most
developing countries nowadays, offers very attrac-
tive terms to pnvate foreign mvestors——ﬁﬁcal.
concessions ('eg tax holidays, credit facﬂmes
unlimited profit repamanon) and. legal, - mstitu-
tional and ., other arranvements sfacilities and
privileges. It is also for these reasons that we
believe that Ghana Samyo* Electrical Manufac-
turmg Corporation -can_give Ghana more in
return for these privileges than it is at present
doing. A

Sanyo of Ghana “assembles” fans, TV sets,
and radios at Tema. It is a joint: public/private
enterprise. It enjo)s .the following attractive
inducements: 5

(i) a S-year tax hchday:
(i) exemption for 5 years from the pay-

ment of import and customs duties

and purchase tax on radio com)
ponent and spare parts used in it]
manufactures;
exemption for 5 years from paymen
of export and excise duties on good}
produced; and
(iv) exemption for 5 years from the pa:
ments of property taxes and rates.
And yet its “assembly” operations are "quit
All the products are at present imported
an advanced stage of composition before “asse;
bly” here. The assembly of fans, for examp
consists in fixing a motor to the remaining pa
of the fan. The “assembly” of TV sets is no morjj
complex and the manufacture of radio sefll
h

(i)

mission, into a box, joining it to the speake;
and testing the radio for alignment. -
Further, for all these products, it uses the samf
set of labour (14 in all). This it is able to do bj
producing only one product at a time in on
month, e.g. fans for this month, TV sets for ne:

by importing highly composed parts for
bly” here, very little technical skill is being i
parted to Ghanaians; for very little addition
work is needed to complete the manufa
of-the products. Indeed, very little value is th

taxes. The granting of the above coucessxo
under the circumstances is unnecessary. A
secondly, the schedule of operations describe

for creating employment for a larger num
of Ghanaians. [
There is no doubt that Sanyo can correct th

to enable them to assemble its product.s fro
elementary Compoucnrs ie. from
In this way Ghana shall gain the techmc i
skill she doesn’t have, and can save further i
foreign exchange. Indeed, Mr. Funabashi, tif
Japanese maﬁagh}g director, gave the impressi
that Sanyo is capable of manufacturing co
ponents for refrigerators, radios, etc., here §
Ghana. Fhis would be even better, and San
should go into it. }
Secondly, Sanyo must convert its all-purpofi
assembly-line into specific assembly “‘belts” i
the different products. It should also then ¢
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into continuous production operations for each
of the products. This way a higher volume of
production will be possible, and, just as impor-
tantly, more Ghanaians (at least 42, according
to the director) can be employed.

In the meantime, “welcome to Ghana, and
may your association with us benefit Ghana
and Japan mutually”.

365 Days of The Rule of Law

A REVOLUTIONARY change of government
as occurred on the 24 February 1966, is usually
accompanied by law reform to reflect the political
philosophy of the new rulers. High among the
aims of the N.L.C. in assuming power was the
restoration of individual liberties and the rule
of law.

It has become generally accepted that the
task of government is to safeguard not to under-
mine certain fundamental rights and freedoms
considered essential to the dignity of man. In the
judgment of the NLC and indeed the majority
of the Ghanaian public, the CPP administration
intolerably deviated from accepted standards.
The Preventive Detention Act, the special crimi-
nal court, the exit permit, the one-party system,
government control of the press, and a host of
other acts not always translated into law, typified
the loss of freedom and liberty. Privileges for
the CPP and its supporters, persecution of the
opponents and capricious exercise of power
killed the rule of law.

The NLC could not have been welcomed by
the people of this country if it sought to replace
the tyranny of Nkrumah by one if its own. On the
other hand, having seized power it has to conso-
lidate and safeguard it. Herein lies the biggest
dilemma facing the NLC and a source of danger
for the future. For as long as it remains in power
barring peaceful processes of change of govern-
ment, it will be haunted by fear of subversion—
real or imagined—not only from the CPP but
from other malcontents. This can drive any
government progressively towards totalitarianism
and arbitrariness; and a number of acts by the
NLC have caused some disquiet. Apart from
protective custody which is hardly distinguishable
from preventive detention, criticism has been
voiced over decrees Nos. 92 and 93. The first,
among other things, makes it criminal to publish
a statement even if true which may cause disaffec-

tion against the NLC among the public, or the
army and police services. This offence with some
amendments is now one of subversion punishable
with a minimum sentence of 25 years imprison-
ment and a maximum of death by a firing squad.
The subversive crime is committed if one publi-

shes a statement which he knows to be false and
which is likely to undermine the confidence of
the people of Ghana in the permanency of their
newly-won freedom irrespective of whether or not
that was the intention. Decree 93 on the other
hand provides another formula for preventive
detention and supplements protective custody.

One unhappy development has been Decree No.
131 which enables the “establishment of special
military tribunals to try persons accused of sub-
versive crimes one of which has been mentioned
above. Another such offence is organizing or
inciting a person to go on strike which is likely
to cause hardship to the general public. Apart from
the harshness of the punishment for crimes such
as this, the guarantees of the Criminal Procedure
Code in relation to detention and trial of persons
are replaced by the rigorous standard of the Armed
Forces Act. Furthermore, there is no right of
appeal from the judgment of the Court even
though such a right lies in courts martial of the
military.

An objectionable aspect of the decree esta-
blishing the military courts is that it is retroactive,
ie., it takes effect as from the 24 of February
1966. This means that acts which were dot sub-
versive before it was passed are now punishable.

Retroactive legislation is an unfortunate practice
that one thought would not be carried over to the
new order. The latest example of this practice
is Decree No. 130 which makes retroactive to
January 1962 the law under which the ex-ministers
involved in the Leventis deal are being tried.
The law itself came into force in June 1962.
Since the Leventis deal was completed in April
1962 it would have been impossible to try the
ex-ministers under the Act but for the decree.
The C.P.P. Ministers can, and should, be dealt
with severely within the limits of the existing
laws. The surprise is that the Attorney-General
who was a victim of oppression should have
lent a hand to such a law. The Attorney-General’s
office should have more imagination. If the Bar
becomes increasingly disenchanted with such
acts the Attorney-General may become a political
liability to the NLC. In such circumstances,
the NLC may feel obliged to replace him.

These laws and others such as those concerning
defamation by government-owned newspapers
offend standards of the rule of law and human
liberty. But we should not be misled into denying
that there is a world of difference between the
NLC and the CPP government. To some extent
one is, among other things, free “to think what
he will, say what he will and to go where he will
on his lawful occasions without let or hindrance
from any other persons”. In the interest of freedom
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of movement the NLC abolished exit permits.
Other acts to its credit include the repeal of
the Preventive Detention Act, the abolition of the
special criminal court and the annulment of the
judgment of this court in the case involving
Adamafio and others. One cannot also forget
the release of hundreds from jail, the restoration
of their pension rights, the reorganization of the
courts and other acts of law reform. Above all
one must acknowledge the leniency and caution
of the NLC, and those who have spoken to its
members can testify to their sincerity in not
wishing to abuse their powers. Nevertheless, the
feelings of men are a precarious foundation for
liberty and justice.

The Ideological Urge to Suicide in Tanzania
N O AFRICAN country can afford to ignore
Tanzania’s violent throes in her “socialist revo-
lution”. That country surprised the world with
a sudden announcement of the state take-over
of all industry (including the motor trade), the
export-import business, the wholesale trade, the
production of power and the distribution of
fuel, and all means of public transport. This
is in line with the socialist creed which the first
graduate of the land, President Julius Nyerere,
has foisted on his country with as much bother
as he would carry a thermometer into a laboratory.

This act is not likely, at least in the immediate
future, to affect the operations of the Common
Services of the East African countries (including
Kenya and Uganda). But it is certain to affect
the pattern and volume of private investment
considerably in other African countries. Already,
Kenya has found it necessary to reassure private
foreign investors that she has no intention of
expropriating them. Further, it is doubtful that
Tanzania can industrialize successfully without
the capital and the technical and technological
know-how of foreign industrialists; for Tanzania
has a poor base of human resources. It is displaying
a lack of appreciation of the real problems for
her to say that Tanzania will develop by small-
scale industry only, and not by large-scale in-
dustry, which would require foreign enterprise,
and therefore that external resources are not
needed.

Tanzania faces, in general, the same kind of
problems that other under-developed countries
face—how to change the structure of an ex-colonial
territory from a weak, primary, export-oriented
producer to a strong industrial economy. Many
alternative solutions exist, but a foolhardy com-
mitment to an ill-understood political ideology
is no substitute for a sound appraisal of one’s
resources and the search for a realistic plan of

economic development. By her slavish, unima-
ginative adherence to the Marxist-Mao brand
of socialism, Tanzania is likely only to succeed
in reducing her economy to stagnation and
her people to penury. The examples of Guinea
and, until 24/2/66, Ghana, are there for all to see.

As for Nyerere's laughable “Green Guards”,
the less said about them the better, except that
one cannot help wondering how he is going to
call his “revolution”, and whether he can ignore
the likely effect of their activities on the economy,
which China now faces with her ‘“cultural revo-
lution”. Indeed, why should Nyerere feel compel-
led to form some green” guards? Could he
not, like Nkrumah, have called his organisation
“Nyerere’s Youth Brigade”, or something equally
funny but less unimaginative?

There seems to be a pathological compulsion
among so-called militant African leaders to
create their own political crises and repeat the
economic mistakes of others. Is there a historical
necessity to commit suicides before we use our
heads?.

The World and America

THE DECISION of Ring Magazine, and its asso-
ciates, the World Boxing Association and similar
bodies, not to appoint Cassius Clay (alias Moha-
med Ali) as “Boxer of theyear”, and the reason for
that decision, make one wonder how many similar
idiots and bigots rule human activities in this
world. Ring Magazine proudly announces that
“by his membership of the Black Muslim Move-
ment, Clay fails to be a model to the American
boy, and therefore cannot be held up as the boxer
of the year.” Thus, at once they have discriminated
against an American by violating the American
constitution which holds that “no man shall
suffer discrimination on the basis of his colour,
or religious belief,. . .

But that is not all. Why should the evaluation
of the image and behaviour of the heavyweight
champion of the world be so critically dependent
on the American boy? Put another way, is the
American boy the standard of world youth?
What would have happened if the champion
had been a native of India, of S. Vietnam, of
Egypt, or of South Africa? What would have
happened if the champion had been a Bhuddist,
a non-American Muslim, or a quack Christian?
! What brilliant sportsmanship!

Women’s Nightmare at Security Check-points
IT HAS become necessary once again, for secu-
rity reasons, to search vehicles coming into Acera
and their passengers for instruments of subyversion
and sabotage. And, as in 1962, when this was
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first done (after Kulungugu), the exercise has
taken some interesting turns. On the theory that
even explosive grenades can be hidden on any
part of the body, some policemen and soldiers
conduct a meticulous search of the most unlikely
hiding places of the body. And it can be a most
titillating experience, especially when a soldier
or a policeman is searching a woman, or a police-
woman is searching a man. But it can also be
a nightmare for the (civilian) woman.

Mind you, we are not suggesting that women
cannot hide things in their bosoms or in the high-
dome wig. Would-be saboteurs and subversionists
do not lack for resourcefulness, and it is impe-
rative that our security men take no chances
(It may be recalled that Kwame Nkrumah “di-
tected”, from Flagstaff House, the apprehension
of a bomb-thrower, at Bukom Square. That
man, Teiko Tagoe or somebody like that, was
said to be hiding a bomb in the under part of his
trouser-seat!) However, the number of women-
police and soldiers should be increased at the
check points so that they can concentrate on
the civilian women while the men concentrate
on the civilian men. That way there can be no
involuntary or suspected lingering of the searcher’s
fingers on any vital parts. And the whole business
can be done expeditiously and thoroughly, without
any chance of embarrassment. The checking
of body-parts for “normal weight”, for example,
is best done by members of the same sex.

Public Conveniences

IT 15 a terrible experience to feel like urinating
when you are in town in Accra. Where do you go?
The few public conveniences that exist are neither
easily within reach nor usable. For many people
the story is the same even in their homes and
offices. The inevitable result of thisis that any bush,
\ hiding place, park or gutter becomes under the
Scover of darkness or sometimes even in broad

-+ daylight a public convenience. Things are so

bad that the trucks which remove the “night soil”
feel free to litter the streets with some of their
load. In such an atmosphere diseases are bound
to be rampant and standards of decency difficult
to maintain. The ability of men and women to
urinate freely wherever they happen to be often
occasions depressing exhibitionism. One wonders
if there can be obscenity laws in this country
and, if so, whether they can be enforced. When
we are considering projects such as the Trade
Fair we must be mindful of the great shock many
foreigners will get when they see us living in
conditions not far removed from those of uncon-
trollable children.

While one appreciates the problems of  pro-
viding adequate facilities, a great deal of the
fault lies in sheer inertia. There is no reason why
the Accra City Council could not have built flush
toilets all over Accra and employed people to keep
them clean. The absence of a central sewage system
is no bar to this scheme. Each toilet can have its own
septic tank which can be emptied in the same
way as those in private homes. The existing
ones need to be kept clean and decent and a
serious effort towards that end is called for now.
Government departments need to do the same
to keep their conveniences usable. The story
in many such departments is one of sheer neglect.
‘When the situation improves it will be necessary
to educate the public to use the facilities available.
Laws should then be passed against the use of
streets and other open places as conveniences.
Persons caught doing so should be severely
punished. Will the authorities concerned please
act now? If they do not, can the NLC effect a
few dismissals?

Careless Driving
DRIVING IN Accra is becoming increasingly
mad. Many drivers have no regard for other
road users and cannot be concerned with ele-
mentary driving rules. Bad driving habits coupled
with faulty vehicles and impatience result in
accidents, deaths and destruction of property.
The accident rate is shocking and the insurance
companies have taken advantage of this to demand
outlandish premiums. Many of those with terrible
driving habits are “tro-tro”” and taxi drivers who,
however, like to think of people driving their
own vehicles as the bad drivers.

One bad habit drivers must desist from is the
failure to pull off the road to discharge passengers
even when the shoulder of the road is very wide.
Sometimes mad drivers stop in the inside lane
of a dual carriage way to discharge passengers.
These same drivers are in the habit of starting
into the road when a vehicle is overtaking. Some-
times they wave one on without regard to how
far into the road they have come. This is highly
dangerous, particularly when there is approaching
traffic. “Tro-tro” and taxi drivers stop suddenly
at the sight of a passenger without any signals
whatsoever. Signalling is generally ignored by
drivers in this country. Another hazardous thing
is the dazzling lights of vehicles at night. Either
many vehicle owners do not have their lights
properly adjusted or they deliberately refuse to
dim them. In places where there are no street
lights this is highly dangerous and can lead to
accidents. Perhaps the greatest danger is the
refusal of trucks or bus drivers to acknowledge
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the right of way of others. It is acommon sight to
see a big truck dart across at an intersection
without stopping.

Active steps will have to be taken by the police
to check some of these habits. It should be made
an offence for vehicles not to have their lights
properly adjusted.

Bad driving habits should carry a fine on the
spot. Of course there are grave dangers of abuse
of such a system but the power can be confined
to a certain class of police officers. This would
save the courts from being over-burdened with
the trial of petty offences. One deterrent employed
in many countries is the suspension or withdrawal
of driving licences. This is a potent weapon which
should be used. Drivers guilty of certain degrees
of careless driving should be deprived of their
licences for periods the length of which depends
upon the gravity of the offence. Those who commit
certain types of offences should further be made
to take another driving test. This may help elimi-
nate many who have bought their licences. More
stringent precautions should be taken at the
licensing office to eliminate possible buying of
licences. Vehicles of certain age should be tested
for road worthiness. This should be strictly en-
forced. Lastly, all driving schools should be
inspected to ensure that learners are being taught
all the principles of road courtesy. These prin-
ciples should be published, and drivers’ unions

encouraged to educate their members about them.

Taxi and ““Tro-Tro’’ Fares

IN THE Legon Observer of 20 January 1967,
we advocated the publication of fares to avoid
extortion from taxi drivers. Someone decided
to do just that and did it in such a way as to
instigate extortion himself. The Daily Graphic
of February 2, 1967 published taxi and “tro-tro”
fares between several areasof Accra allegedly
determined jointly by the Ghana Motor Union,
the transport sub-committee of the Trade Fair
and the Accra-Tema City Council.

Not only were the fares outlandish, they were
incomplete and illogical. The public rightly
protested and we are pleased to know that the
fares were unauthorized. It seems outlandish to
charge 75 pesewas from the Continental Hotel
to the Trade Fair or 30 pesewas from the Amba-
ssador to the Ministries; and it is difficult to
understand why the fare from the Ambassador
to the Ministries is 30 pesewas while the fare
from the same place to the stadium is 25 pesewas.
Somebody obviously decided to make a nuisance
of himself.

We feel that the idea of a fare chart showing
the fares between any two areas of Accra is a

sound one, and should be implemented in the inte-
rests of the public and foreign visitors. It should
have been done before the Trade Fair. It would
have been nice to present visitors to the Fair
with such charts at the airport. If and when
this idea is implemented, all Taxi and “Tro-tro”
drivers must be obliged to exhibit the charts
in their vehicles, otherwise they will fail to serve
their purpose. The fares must, of course, be rea-
sonable.

Letters

Kwesi Armah’s Extradition

SIR—It makes very sad news to Ghanaians to note that
the British Home Secretary had refused the extradi-
tion of Kwesi Armah to Ghana for trial. This decision
definitely beats the imagination of Ghanaians. Why at
all did Britain allow this case to proceed thus far?

Just imagine the effort and time Ghana had to put
in going through all the legal processes, only to be
told at the end that it is impossible to send Kwesi
Armah back to Ghana. At the moment Ghana is en-
gaged in rebuilding her economy which was shattered
into near ruins by an irresponsible leader and his un-
scrupulous hirelings. Ghana suffered much harm in the
hands of these fraudulent, dishonest and conscienceless
people.

We are bent now in ‘“clearing our stables”, as one
British paper puts it; and we are doing this as best as
we could with the facilities at our disposal. Kwesi
Armah’s case must definitely be seen in this light. Is
Britain encouraging and supporting us in this attempt
at clearing our stables?

There had been a previous move by Ghana to have
Kwesi Armah to face trial in Ghana for another offen-
ce. Ghana lost that case; the British Courts decided
against us. Was this because the courts suspected then
that there were political motives for Ghana’s actions?
What do we see of this present case? The same courts
including the House of Lords have now seen fit to
approve the extradition of Kwesi Armah to face trial
in Ghana.

Most Britons should be aware of the circumstances
surrounding the recall and withdrawal from Britain
of Sir Edward Asafu-Adjaye as Ghana's High Com-
missioner in the hey-days of the discredited regime.
Kwesi Armah then took over as the High Commissioner
and several people were witnesses to his career as a
diplomat.

The old regime dissipated our resources and rode
rough-over the country.

Substantial parts, if not all, of these illegally acquired
wealth have been deposited in foreign countries and
banks. And here we sit in Ghana begging for free
gifts—of corn, flour, milk, etc, because we have not got
the money to pay for them. If then Ghana tries to have
some of these foreign based ill-gotten gains repatriated
for the benefit of the tax-payer should Britain frustrate
that effect? For what purpose at all has Britain done
this?

Then to add insult to injury it is suggested by the
same authorities that Armah should be prosecuted and
tried in Britain. How could we continue wasting our
scanty foreign exchange in an exercise which is proving
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to be so fruitless? The Home Secretary’s decision is a

_stab in the back of Ghana and a severe drawback to
our aspirations. Most Ghanaians doubt the good inten-
tions of Britain towards us.

To all intents and purposes Britain should have been
one of the very few countries in the world willing to
hand wanted Ghanaians over to Ghana for due trial
for their offences against our country. What a blow!
Accra Polytechnic, Accra. T. P. Odoi.

Britain and Kwesi Armah

SIR—The refusal of the British Government to extra-
dite Mr. Kwesi* Armah for trial in Ghana has once
again highlighted the contradictions, duplicity and dual
standards which characterise Britain’s dealings with her
Colonies and Commonwealth countries. Whenever Bri-
tain’s interest is at stake, she behaves in a way which
consfitutes a betrayal and a negation of the values
which the British people claim they hold sacred.

In the case of Rhodesia, the British Government
dilly-dallied with the independence issue, and allowed
their “kith and kin” to seize independence. After
U.D.I. they shed and are still shedding hypocritical
and ineffectual tears. In the Kwesi Armah episode, it
is difficult to escape from the suspicion that perhaps
Mr. Kwesi Armah “made friends with the mammon of
unrighteousness” who are highly-placed people in Britain.
For what else could have motivated Britain’s refusal to
send someone whom British courts have found guilty
of stealing (which is not a political offence) to the land
of his birth for trial? Where is the much-vaunted Bri-
tish respect for legality and fair play? What about the
sanctity and inviolability of British laws, customs and
institutions? Have they gone with the wind which Mr.
Harold Macmillan calls “the wind of change?”

I suggest the following to be put in British Statute
Books. “The Cabinet can condone and connive at steal-
ing, embezzlement or misappropriation of public funds
by Commonwealth diplomats, and it can protect them
from justice even if they have been duly tried and found
guilty by all British Courts including the House of
Lords.”

As for the British Government’s suggestion that
Ghana should prosecute Mr. Kwesi Armah in British
courts, they can be sure that we will do no such thing.

\\:‘he wisdom of our fathers has taught us that if a
hawk carries away your chick, it is foolish to throw

\\\ egg at the hawk in order to retrieve the chick.

2 Bone Secondary School, Accra. J. K. Sebuava

Discrimination In Our Own Country
SIR—In your issue of 20 January 1967, your corres-
pondent Mr. J. L. Zwennes sounds a warning that we
ignore at our peril.

Subtle devices and excuses are already being employ-
ed by expatriate managements to -exclude Ghanaians
from Public Services. On the night of 8 December
1966, 1 went with my sister to dine at a new place
called “Le Chevalier Restaurant” in Accra. On entering
this beautifully appointed place we were met by the
Proprietor himself, Mr. Pierre Chevalley, who asked
us to wait our turn at the bar until a table should be
free.

The diners were all Europeans, and there were two or
three other Europeans obviously waiting their tum,
and these we joined.

After about 45 minutes we decided that we were
being carefully and subtly told that we were tres-
passing. During that time the previously waiting Euro-
peans were taken to their tables: about six other Euro-
peans who came after us were also led away to tables.
It was nice to have had something to drink, but as we
had gone for Dinner I decided that we should try
somewhere else.

Before doing so I complained to Mr. Chevalley about
the discrimination I felt. First he complained he was
too busy to stop and listen: he went away, but I stood
my ground and waited to make him listen: after sometime
he came back and had to listen to my protest—now he
tried to argue that I was mistaken, but when it was clear
that T was not, he pretended he was too busy and away
he went again. I waited still, until he eventually came—
all smiles to tell me the table was ready for my sister
and L.

Needless to say we did not dine at “Le Chevalier”
that night. Instead, we went across town to the “Conti-
nental” where we were well looked after.

It is important, indeed vital, that at this early stage
we impress on our expatriate friends that the New
Era should not be equated to the days of our colonial
past.

Effia Nkwanta Hospital,
Sekondi Dr. A. A. Akiwumi

Official Cars

SIR—Over the past year we have had every opportunity
to re-examine ourselves to see how best we could
contribute to the creation of a new Ghana, free from
all those social evils that plagued the country under
Nkrumah’s regime. The numerous Commissions of
Inquiry have emphasised even more the danger of
living without a decent and generally acceptable moral
code.

Morally, members of the Commissions are not super-
beings; but at least one expects them not to lay them-
selves open to the charge of irresponsibilty. I am
thinking particularly of the way they use official cars
for private purposes at the uncalled-for expense of the
taxpayers. Official cars have been seen carrying wives
and girl-friends to the shops and markets. There was
one case where an outraged chauffeur was heard to
complain loudly and bitterly to by-standers after he had
been kept waiting for hours (after his normal working
hours) outside a market by a privileged girl-friend.
There was also the strange instance of a Government
Car seen on a Sunday morning to be carrying a wife
home from duty at a hospital! Yet the privileged hus-
band has a car of his own.

One could refer to other highly-placed officials who
display a similar lack of any sense of responsibility.
ITas the coup merely replaced one breed of irresponsible
officials with another?

Name and address supplied—Ed. A Citizen.

C.P.P. and Blows—A Reply
SIR—I have read with much disgust Kwame Abrokwa’s
article captioned “C.P.P. and Blows” in the Legon
Observer (Vol. 11, No. 3). Kwame Abrokwa may have
been one of the many people who suffered from the
atrocities of the C.P.P. If so, I offer him my sincere
sympathy. I hold no brief for the CP.P. but I am
strongly against the idea that releasing bottled-up emo-
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tions against the C.P.P. in the form of punching is an
expression of freedom .This is reminiscent of the early
days of our independence when people defended bad
conduct in the name of freedom or later with the re-
tort that “We are now in Ghana”. Freedom and Ghana
became synonymous with evil-doing. During the time
of the old regime Ministers turned themselves into po-
licemen arresting people freely while District and
Regional Commissioners recommended the detention
of people who had annoyed them. Ministers could let
loose hoards of gangsters and hooligans on our uni-
versities just to find an outlet for their emotions.

But could Mr. Kwame Abrokwa sincerely say that
this is the sort of freedom we are struggling for? Why
do we have the police and the courts? If everyone is
to release his emotions in this way what anarchy there
would be! Would all those who had been wronged by
Mr. J. E. Hagan be helping the police if there were to
give vent to their emotions by letting out telling blows
on him? They would rather be making their work
difficult. Let us all, Mr. Kwame Abrokwa included,
submit our grievances to the authorities who will see
that justice is done on our behalf. The law of our coun-
try is adequate to take care of those who wronged us.

I would like to remind Mr. Abrokwa and all others
who may have the same ideas that “freedom’™ does
not mean “ability to do what you like.” This kind of
freedom will end in the Hobbesian state of nature in
which every man is at war with every man. He should
know that “absolute freedom is no freedom”. Freedom
must have restraint. True freedom is not anarchy, as
certain people would wish, but the precise and objective
determination of the interests of all.
Legon

Book Review

MYTH AND REALITY ABOUT GHANA
By
B. D. G. Folson
Law and Social Change in Ghana by W. B. Harvey
(Princeton University Press, 1966. 80/- in U.K. only)
Ghana: End of an Illusion by Bob Fitch and Mary
Oppenheimer (Monthly Review Press, 1966 $1.50)
Kwame Nkrumah by Peter Jones (Hanish Hamilton,
1965)

UNEASY LIES the head that chooses to write about
African politics, for no sooner has the ink on the last
dot dried than the political situation that an author
seeks to describe or analyze changes. Paradoxically,
however, this is not to be regretted, for the constant
changes in African politics give the best opportunity
for assessing the accuracy and maturity of writings
about African politics. The writer that has to revise
his views whenever a situation changes cannot, as a
rule, be trusted. The test of a mature judgement is its
permanence.

The three books under review were all written before
the coup and they all seek, from different angles, to
explain the politics of Ghana under the discredited
regime of the corrupt dictator. Each does so from a
particular standpoint. Professor W. B. Harvey, the
most qualified of the three to write about Ghana—he
was Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Law at the
University of Ghana and Director of Legal Education
for two years before he was summarily deported for

Kobla Semordzi

unexplained reasons in February, 1964—analyzes legal
developments in Ghana under the old regime from
a “value-free” standpoint, in the sense of being “guided
by an effort to treat values only as social facts and not

as standards of criticism”. Bob Fitch and Mary Oppen-.

heimer analyze, in the words of Leo Hubermann and
Paul M. Sweezy in the foreword, “from the standpoint
of historical materialism”, that is, from the Marxist
standpoint. Peter Jones does not announce explicitly
his standpoint, but it is nevertheless clear from a
reading of his book. One may say his standpoint is that
of Carlyle, that of the “greatman theory”.

It is hardly surprising, then, that one looks in vain
for any thread in Prof. Harvey’s book, other than that
he deals only with those aspects of law which fall
within the constitutional sphere and hence shape the
citizen’s role in politics. He analyzes the basic constitu-
tional structure of Ghana and the traditional and local
authorities. He then traces the legal steps taken to se-
cure “national unification” or “nationhood” by which
he means the erection of a centralized (better to say
over-centralized) state structure in the country. Three
chapters on the legal profession, the structure of the
courts and the different levels of law in the country
(which he calls the “heirarchy of norms” and is parti-
cularly concerned with the integration of customary
Jaws into modern Ghana law) intervene before he
tackles the most interesting parts of the book, the two
last chapters which dissect the way the law was used to
secure political monopoly for the Convention Peoples’
Party and the contradictory values that underlay legal
evolution in the country during those fifteen priceless
years.

The absence of any durable theme in the book should
not, however, reduce its importance and interest.
Whatever topic he tackles he succeeds in throwing
light on its legal side. By what legal instrumentalities
did the government reduce chiefs to impotence? How
did the government legally strip all subordinate bodies
of their independence and erect a modern Leviathan?
The answers to these are set down in the author’s clear
and succinct English. His “discussion of the legal pro-
fession is illuminating. The function of lawyers in the
country is primarily to represent private clients in liti-
gation; they do not specialize and they have not deve-
loped the solicitor’s side of the profession, undramatic
but needing more patient and hard work. It is to be
noted in particular that the lawyers’ functions do nof
include (at least in Prof. Harvey's view) helping f
uphold the rule of law, about which we have heard :
much since the coup. No wonder the author was of the
view that lawyers played no prominent role in public
life and were not likely to do so again in the future
and that the Ghana Bar Association appeared to have
no significance in public life. It should also be instruc-
tive to lawyers to note what freshmen would-be lawyers
at Legon thought the public view of their future pro-
fession was: lawyers were thought to be people of
moderate ability and modest integrity, people who
encouraged litigation, were willing to defraud and
prevent justice and did not scruple to lie—all out of
love for money, which would ensure them ostentatious
life.

‘When Prof. Harvey tackles his last two chapters his po-
sitivist stand seems to desert him and words like “demo-
cracy”, “autocracy” and “authoritarianism” come easily
to him. Yet, for that very reason, these are, perhaps, the
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most interesting chapters. Here he shows how the tradi-
tional order and modern nationhood, nationhood and
African unity, individualist and collectivist values and,
finally, democracy and autocracy have competed for mas-
tery within the legal order. Here, too, he traces in minu-
te detail the various legal steps taken to erect a dictator-
ship in the country. In the chapter on “The Legal Tools
of Political Monopoly” an important lesson comes out
which is worthy of serious attention: that Nkrumah
wanted to establish a dictatorship but the opposition
seems to have given him the excuses he needed. That
is a lesson we all need for the future. The maintenance
of democracy depends both on the government and on
the opposition. The only serious fault one can find with
Prof. Harvey’s book, given his basic assumption, is its

the real wages of workers as a result of the 1961
budget, which was introduced without consultation with
the workers. No wonder they scornfully refer to the
order to the workers to defend a revolution that had
never really begun.

All the same we should not be misled by these in-
sights yielded by the Marxist standpoint. The real
grievance of Bod Fitch and Mary Oppenheimer is that
Nkrumah and his C.P.P. were not socialist enough. If
only Nkrumah had not played ball with the imperia-
lists, if only he had not compromised on the Indepen-
dence Constitution, if only he had truly championed the
working classes and the landless peasantry and tenants,
if only he had liquidated the well-to-do, if only he had
established a “democratic control” of the bureaucracy

title. The book should, as he himself , have
been called “The Legal Aspects of National Unifica-
tion”, for it is all law and very little social change.

If the “value-free” analysis of Prof. Harvey detracts
from the strength and usefulness of his study the “value-
loaded” analysis of Bob Fitch and Mary Oppenheimer
leads to worse things. The standpoint of historical
materialism means that the authors must use Marxist
categories, whether they are applicable to Ghanaian
conditions or not. Consequently, such Marxist slogans
like “peasantry”, “organised working class”, “national
bourgeoisie”, “petty bourgeoisie”, “landless agricultural
labourers and share-croppers” (these later “formed the
Gold Coast’s real oppressed class and constituted the
greatest potential threat to the colonial system”!) flip
through the study with enviable ease. Inevitably this
“scientific” bias leads to some weird interpretations of
aspects of Ghana politics: the N.L.M. meant in the
rural areas what the landlord means to any tenant; in
pre-1961 Ghana Prof. Arthur Lewis (described as a
“NATO intellectual”) was the evil genius because he
is supposed to have dreamed up the idea that Ghana
cannot industrialize without foreign investors; when the
N.L.C. refer to Nkrumah'’s prestige projects they include
factories etc.

Nevertheless this Marxist analysis has its strength.
First, like all Marxist analyses, it delves into the socio-
ecoflomic basis of the late regime. Secondly—and fol-
lowing from the first—these authors are not taken in
oy the myth of Nkrumah'’s socialism. Unlike the oppor-
unistic “socialists” who noisily paraded up and down

" he country proclaiming Nkrumah'’s socialism these

Juuthors did not commit the howler of thinking that to
set up state enterprises is to have socialism, nor did
they fail to see—before the coup, let it be noted—that
Nkrumah was pawning this country to the very imperia-
lists he so loudly condemned—witness the Volta River
Scheme. Their freedom from this illusion further ena-
bles them to see deeper into some features of the
C.P.P. and its policies. They were not deceived about the
alleged mass basis of the C.P.P. in its latter days, for
they quite correctly saw the twin basis of suppression
and corruption resulting in the alienation of that party
from the masses. Nor were they deceived by the nature
of the Sekondi-Takoradi strike of 1961 (which our
erstwhile Marxists and Socialists saw as an attempt by
the imperialists to overthrow a Socialist government).
They saw thc bsckground of the C.P.P. take-over and

d trad imposition
of 4 labour nnstncra(s who used the trade union’s funds
to enrich themselves and the drop by 15 per cent in

ionism

instead of pursuing Africanization, if only . . . if only,
to take the mask off, he had established a real commu-
nist dictatorship all would have been well. Now that
he has failed the only road left to real socialism is for
the workers and peasants to follow Frantz Fanon’s
advice:

In the oppressed countries of the world, this pro-
cess of anti-colonial war serves as the functional
equivalent of the 19th-century industrial war between
proletarians and capitalists. Not violence in itself,
but the experience of serving in the militia and in
the guerrilla army prepares the peasants and the
urban workers for the post-liberation struggles of
industrialization and national reconstruction. Pea-
sants, proletarians, and revolutionary intellectuals de-
velop into a homogeneous, discipline force, learning
at the same time the technical skills and the inven-
tiveness neceded for industrialization. The guerrilla
army and the people’s war reproduce the conditions
of the proletarian army in countries where virtually no
industry exists.

If, as the evidence of recent history suggests, this
is the road forward for the exploited colonial and
neo-colonial peoples of the world, then it will be in
the forests and savannahs, where the roads turn into
paths and the sun beats down on thatch-roofed
shacks, that Ghana’s working classes will join toge-
ther to *prepare the future (Ghana: End of An Ilu-
sion, pp. 129-130).

Apart from' the bloodthirstiness of this conclusion,
one would be more inclined to follow this couple if
they had not betrayed a certain ignorance of Ghanaian
society and' politics. According to them certain sections
of Accra, known as Cantonments and Victoriaborg, are
the “colonial” sections of Accra and these were the
places where Ministers and High party officials lived;
they assume it was Generals who planned the coup and
that Army officers are representatives of the most
Anglicanized section of the Ghanaian population (in
so far as Lt-General Ankrah “shows any ethnic parti-
cularity, it is Anglo-Saxon”, whatever this means);
Ghana's Independence Day is 4th March; Lake Bosum-
twe is an Ashanti shrine; the yearly budgets of the Gold
Coast in the early fifties were prepared in the Colonial
Office; the N.P.P. arose during the federalist agitation;
Frederick Bourne favoured C.P.P. centralism to N.L.M.
federalism; and J. H. Mensah is a Marxist! It is difficult
not to admire this garden of juicy plumbs.

Beside the rich harvest of Bod Fitch and Mary
Oppenheimer the efforts of Mr. Peter Jones threaten to

———————
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pale into insignificance. His attempt to build the story
of Africa and Ghana around Nkrumah also reaps a rich
harvest and' in the process an otherwise useful text-book
is spoiled. What should have been a good elementary
schoolboy’s introduction to Africa’s —and Ghana’s—
emergence into the modern world is here and there
forced into the life-pattern of Nkrumah and the life
pattern is undoubtedly a distorted one. It is not true
that at the time the book was published, 1965, Nkru-
mah was a Christian—he was an atheistic materialist
in more senses than one; it is a myth that girls frighte-
ned him; it is untrue that he is abstemious; it is far
from true to say that when at Achimota College he
showed “exceptional talents”. Perhaps being a foreigner
Mr. Jones had no access to the truth of Nkrumah’s per-
sonal life. He could at least have verified public matters
and not relied slavishly on Nkrumah's own statements.
It is surely excessive to claim that West African students
under Nkrumah’s leadership in London began to do
this and that; it is wrong to repeat that it was the
shooting of the exservicemen at the cross-roads which
started the riots of 1948; it is sheer nonsense to claim
that the leaders of the U.G.C.C. were thoroughly
alarmed by the outbreak of popular violence in 1948;
it is clear that the author knows next to nothing about
the 1951 Positive Action. Bob Fitch and Mary Oppen-
heimer will show him what an inglorious affair it all
was for the C.P.P. when prosecuted a member of the
Central Committee denied knowing what positive action
was; a prominent party lawyer claimed that when
positive action was declared he was “taken aback”;
the treasurer of the C.P.P. denied that he was a member
of the CP.P. and claimed that he had never banked
any money on behalf of the C.P.P. As for Nkrumah
himself, it's best to quote the direct words:

Only Nkrumah admitted having anything to do with
the positive action campaign. Against the charge of
promoting an illegal strike, however, Nkrumah de-
fended himself vigorously. He denied having called
on anybody to strike: he maintained that he even tried
to stop the strike when he heard of it. Furthermore,
Nkrumah said that he did not know of any section of
the people which had struck because of the C.P.P. To
the charge of “‘coercing” the government, Nkrumah
replied that he had just called off the positive action
campaign the day he was arrested. (Ghana: End of
An Illusion, p. 31).

The parallel between this and the immediate post-
coup days when erstwhile staunch Nkrumaists vied with
cach other and fell over backwards to denounce Nkru-
mah is too clear for words. Besides, all this is not true:
that the first great problem Nkrumah's 1957 govern-
ment faced was the federalist agitation; that the chiefs
had no authority in the local councils set up under the
1951 Ordinance; that the Seven Year Development
Plan was the greatest contribution to Ghana’s industria-
lization; that in 1962 the National Assembly made
Nkrumah Life-President of Ghana and that in this
country political opposition often takes the form of
murder!

All of which shows that it is only too easy to write
about Africa. A philosopher is reported to have once
implored God to save him from his friends: of his
enemies he could take care. Africa can only endorse
this view when faced by the Bob Fitches, the Mary
Oppenheimers and the Peter Joneses of this world.

InMemoriam

Late DR. J. B. DANQUAH

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF DR. J. B.

DANQUAH GIVEN AT A CEREMONY HELD IN

THE COURT OF APPEALS BUILDING ON SATUR-
DAY 4 FEBRUARY 1967 '

By
T. A. Mensah (Acting Dean, Law Faculty, Legon)

WE ARE gathered here to pay tribute to the memory
of one of the worthiest sons of this country, and one
of the noblest and inspiring members of the L'cgal
Profession. It is fitting and proper that we do so: it is
nonetheless fitting and proper because we are doing jitic
so belatedly. One of the outstanding qualities of the be
Jate Dr. J. B. Danquah was his ability to be charitabl ™!
to friends and foes alike. I am sure Dr. Danquah, it
he were here with us, would not scoff at our tributes*
today merely because we scoffed him at the crucial
hour. He believed so much in what he did, he had
so much confidence and faith in himself that he did
not find time to recriminate or to complain. He was
too proud a man to let his actions be dictated by the
transient praises or the momentary denunciations of
others, And yet he did not scorn the public. And be-
cause he did not scorn the public, because he did not
think the public was lean-witted and unthinking, he
was prepared, at each opportunity, to tell them the
truth as he saw it—unpalatable though it might be.
And because he was as honest to himself as he was
to others, he did not allow conventional propriety to
stand between him and a clear articulation of the truth

as he saw it. Any tribute to Dr. Danquah must be in
the spirit of his life and example, of his ability to
forgive and of his inability to gloss over the truth.
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When we gather here today to do honour to his
memory, we cannot be wishing to tell the country how
great a man he was. His greatness—as a scholar, as
a lawyer, even as a statesman—needs no advertisement.
This greatness of mind and and soul—and even body—
was recognised (though not always acknowledged) by
friend and foe alike while he lived, and it is even
more recognised today. We do Dr. Danquah honour,
not for his sake, nor for the sake of his family—they
must by now have drawn whatever comfort they can
from other sources. We pay Dr. Danquah tribute today
for our own sakes and for the sake of our country.

For, my lLords, Ladies and Gentlemen, the lessons
which Dr. Danquah strove all his life to teach by exam-
ple and precept are as relevant today as they ever were;
they are now in danger of being ignored, as they were
ignored in his lifetime; and they can now, as then, be
ignored only at our peril and at the peril of our coun-
try and all that we hold dear.

Dr. Danquah died in circumstances unworthy of a
man of so many great parts. He was moumed in a way
not befitting a man whose life-work has meant so much
to his country. It is sad to remember this. It is even
sadder to know that the legal community in Ghana—
the community which he served for so long with such
dedication and such honour—has had to wait for two
full years to pay him this tribute. Yet Danquah, ever
charitable, would forgive us all. True, he would not
have been deterred from doing what he thought right
and proper; but he would recognise—not condescen-
dingly, nor immodestly, but charitably—that it is per-
haps too much to look for many J. B. Danquahs in a
country like Ghana. But, charitable as he was, Dr.
Danquah would feel sorry, frustrated and hurt—he
could not, in spite of his very forgiving nature, forgive
us— if we were also to let his example fade away, in
vain; if we did not learn by the great and edifying
example he died to set. Qur tributes here, our words
here—even our tears, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen
—cannot redeem us before J. B., before posterity, if
they are not matched by a determination on our part
to so manage our lives and our affairs as to ensure that
J. B. Danquah should not have died in vain.

And J. B. Danquah’s example is not hard to discover
nor difficult to describe. His life radiated it, his eloguent
speeches at the bar and to the public proclaimed it.
J. B. Danquah taught us first and foremost that a man
should look for his ultimate judge in himself, that a
man can deserve the respect of others only to the extent
that he respected himself. He taught that a man should
live by his convictions. He did recognise the possibility
that a man may be misguided in his convictions, but
he insisted that a man’s genuine and honest convictions,
even if misguided, are worth any number of borrowed
but unshared convictions.

Dr. Danquah gave us the example of courage. We
are often told that “Discretion is the better part of
valour”. Dr. Danquah did not accept this dictum. He
recognised that the seam dividing this “better part of
valour” and defeatism or opportunism can be so thin
as to be almost indistinguishable. He believed that it
was the duty of an educated elite, in a situation such
as we have in Ghana and Africa, to offer leadership to
society and not merely, or even primarily, to extract
a living from that society. He believed that the truth
was too sacred, too indestructible, to be sacrificed—
even in the smallest particular—for convenience or even

for expediency. He recognised that the good things of
life can give to man such a stake in the status quo
as to make it impossible for all but the very stout of
heart to sacrifice that status quo in the fight for truth.
Therefore he worked and toiled, and spurned wealth
when he could have amassed it. He lived a simple,
almost spartan, existence, in spite of the insinuations
and sneers of his detractors and of an ignorant public
which did not understand him or his ideals. He was an
African who was proud of his African heritage, but
who was neither bigotted nor apologetic about it. He
was learned in the best traditions of Western thought,
and yet he never aspired to be anything more than an
educated African.

But above all Dr. Danquah was faithful to the law. -
At a time when recourse to law was futile—and patently
so—Dr. Danquah did not lose faith in the legal ma-
chinery and in the legal process. Up to the end of his
life, Dr. Danquah insisted on seeking redress, for
others and for himself, from the Courts and through
the legal process. This fidelity to law, which the so-
called realists derided as a “starry-eyed obsession”, was
typical of the man. He had swomn to serve the law.
He had proclaimed his belief that it is desirable and
necessary for political conflicts to be resolved by re-
course to the law. And he was not going to forsake the
law and look for other masters and other instruments
merely because the law appeared, in a particular cir-
cumstance, to be ineffective. He realized that even one
departure from the legal process would be a precedent;
and he was convinced that such a precedent was so ex-
pensive, so fraught with dangerous consequences, as not
to be redeemed by the temporary advantage it might
promise. At a time when the legal process had very little
to commend it, when expediency—even conscience—
could have explained away and excused a momentary
departure from the processes of law, Dr. Danquah stood
his ground and insisted on using the legal process. He
did not succeed in the short run, but which of us can
deny that the law and the legal process were the gainers
by his stand?

Dr. Danquah’s example to this country is many-sided;
his example to the legal profession is manifold in its
implications. But; to my mind his greatest example is
his fidelity and dedication to the law and to the institu-
tions of the law. This is an example we cannot afford to
ignore. We live, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen: in
momentous times, when the law and the legal process—
at least as we understand them to be—seem again to be
under suspicion. We are witnessing a depressing tenden-
cy to by-pass the law and the institutions of law because
expediency (perhaps very urgent expediency) so de-
mands. It is at a time like this that we must remember
Dr. Danquah, his sacrifice and his example. If we allow
fear for our persons or our positions or our reputations
{o silence us; if we do not articulate clearly and without
equivocation our belief in the legal process as we
know it and would like it to remain; if we do counsel
and assist, if we condone and connive at, if we as much
as acquiesce in, the denigration of law and legal institu-
tions, we shall have betrayed the example of Dr. Dan-
quah, we shall have made his sacrifice a futile sacrifice
and his death a pointless death. Our tributes here shall
have been wasted time and wasted breath.

We of the Legal Community do and must revere the
memory of Dr. J. B. Danquah. We revere his memory
and are grateful for his greatness of soul and the
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nobility of his life. We pay our tribute here today to
this great soul and this noble life. But let our tribute be
even more cloguent in our deeds. It is to our eternal
shame that we did not recognise and acknowledge this
great soul while he was with us; and indeed that we
did, by our silence, renounce him in-his last days. Let
it at least be said of us that we did reprieve ourselves
when we could. We can do this by making his life and
his light shine among us. That will be our tribute to
him. We cannot give less.

Sport
GHANA vrs. NIGERIA
By
Our Soccer Correspondent
(GHANA 2 NIGERIA 0)
BEFORE THE Lagos match three weeks ago
between Ghana and Nigeria, Ghanaians were
not their usual cocksure selves about the result.
Nevertheless the 2—2 result of the match pre-
dictably made us anxious about the second
match last week. We were aware that our standard
had fallen miserably from its peak in 1963/64,
but nevertheless believed that, as African cham-
pions, we should not be beaten. Unknown Da-
homey had got away with it, but the tradition
between us and Nigeria should not be broken.
And so, last Sunday, the Stadium was packed
with anxious Ghanaians and over-bold Nigerians.

Ghana took the kick, quickly to be dispossessed
by the Nigerian left wing, who raced to the left
corner and centred the ball to sleek inside,
Hamilton. This early raid, however, promised
more than it yielded; and soon Ghana was
putting the Nigerians on the defensive.

There was little to choose between the teams
as the resolute Nigerians surprised Ghana with
mature football. In about the 10th minute, how-

full-back Sam Acquah carried the ball
‘all the way into the Nigerian' “18”, passed it
» Jones Attuquayefio, and ran forward to pre-
_re to finish off the expected pass. But alas,
at was not given full back to score, and the Nige-
tian defence intercepted the otherwise perfect
placement.

Two minutes later, a cross from the left found
Odoi, who shot a low solid one with the right.
“Goal”, came the chorus, but that was premature:
it was blocked, and the ball flew up and low
“‘in a treacherous parabola’ (apologies to Ohene-
Djan). “G-0-0-a-1”, came the cry again, but
again the ball was cleared.

Five minutes later, however, Osei Kofi and
Mfum did a Kotoko special. Osei kicked the
ball from the right edge of the Nigerian box
rising low towards Rigogo, the Nigerian goalie,
who appeared ready to collect it comfortably.
Suddenly Mfum changed the speed and direction

of the ball mid-air, and Rigogo had no chance.
Ghana was one up.

Five minutes later, Odoi got a back-pass from
the left again, and this time beat Rigogo com-
pletely to put Ghana up with a simple straight
right shot.

Thereafter, the pressure on Nigeria was never
let up until half time.

The second half was dull. The Nigerians worked
harder, but lost their discipline. The Black Stars

were either tired or decided—foolishly—to relax,
having lost the will to raise the goal aggregate
One Nigerian “goal” was disallowed for a ge-
nuine “off-side”, which nearly marred the match.
Later, Mfum was brought down heavily in the
Nigerian box in what surely would have been
a goal. But the Togolese referee signalled play
to go on. There were near misses on either side—
in particular by our forwards. But otherwise
the second half was as dull as they come.

And now what does the post-mortem show?
On the whole Ghana was only just better than
Nigeria, although, from the missed opportunities,
it could have been anybody’s game. But this does
not mean our standard is satisfactory.

Two things have lowered our standard: we
have no real coach, even at the national level;
and our training is only intermittent and poor.
We shall in a later article examine these two
factors. But now, what about the individuals
in the team?

Naawu in the goal had a holiday, as opposed
to Rigogo in the Nigerian goal who was fully
tested. Sam Acquah did quite well at the back,
though his tendency to always want to place
the ball in a comfortable position before kicking
was irritating. Ben Kusi occasionally worked
hard, but was most of the time chasing the Nigerian
forwards.

Addo Odametey was his usnal seasoned self
and was able to handle elusive Hamilton most
of the time. Willie Evans. should reduce his risky
back-passes to the goal-keeper and lower the
height of his clearances. If he also reduces his
tendency to clown, his standard should be beyond
reproach, so easy does he make defence appear.

Sunday (of Cornestones) by acclamation was
the footballer of the day. I shouldn’t rank him
so high; but for a new-comer to international
football, he excelled himself. He was truly in-
dustrious.

No one can complain about Odoi on the left,
but he was not himself most of the time. He
really was not too well, and it is to his credit
that he acquitted himself so well.

Ben Acheampong was his usual hard-working
self at left inside, until he retired just before
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the end of the first-half with a sprain. But his
replacement, Abeka Ankrah, was nowhere near
his standard, though he was able to kick the
ball to the proper man now and then. He can
be forgiven for bungling the golden chance of
scoring a sure goal. However, Ghana surely has
better substitutes?

As for Jones Attuquayefio, I keep wondering
why he was included in the team; indeed, why
is he ever included in the Black Star team? He
is clearly a misfit. He is clumsy, though he may
occasionally shoot straight into the goal when
you least expect it. He may be good in his club
(what club?) but he just isn’t first-class, inter-
national football material. Every player makes
mistakes, but the chances Jones threw away when,
others had worked hard to place him to score
were due not to normal mistakes, but to his
inferior grade. And his own passes were faulty
beyond forgiveness.

Finally we come to Osei Kofi—the petit player
everybody acclaims. He was not as brilliant
as he was last year when we played against Nigeria,
but he was still the genius. He faulted the Nige-
rian defence every time with positional shifts
and body swerves so easy and novel that the
Nigerian defence had to stand and watch him,
unless they happened to be close enough to kick
him down instead of the ball. He gave his usual
entertainment with delightful football; he was
the one man the entire Nigerian team feared
and respected. He threw away one clear goal
because of his desire to score the unusual way,
and missed a couple of others. But one does not
hold such lapses against a genius, and through-
out the game, he never disappointed his nume-
rous admirers.

Altogether not a bad team, but certainly not
our best. As a team they lacked the precision,
coherence, and dependability of the 1963/64
stars—the Black Stars of Aggrey-Fynn, Baba
Yara, Mfum and others. But they showed great
promise, which the C.O.S. must not ignore.

THE RECENT COMMONWEALTH
~ FEATHERWEIGHT TITLE FIGHT
By
Our Boxing Correspondent

THE REASONS why Floyd Klutei Robertson lost
his Commonwealth Featherweight title to me-
diocre Johnny O’Brien of Scotland are by now
familiar to all those who are interested in the
boxing sport. But it may be well to restate the
lessons and comment on our own conduct in the
affairs surrounding the organisation of the contest.

Robertson the Boxer

Floyd Robertson is a remarkable boxer by
all accounts. In his unsuccessful bid to wrest
the world title from Ramos, he actually stole
the show and won all the praise, and not from
the Ghana press alone. And when he failed to
answer the bell for the 13th round, in his fight
with O’Brien, he was actually ahead in points
of his surprised opponent. But he lost because,
as Jacobs put it, “he is lazy”. He himself has
admitted that he “took to the easy life’” after
his unsuccessful fight against Saldivar of Mexico.
He is lazy: he defended his title only twice in
nearly seven years, and took on few other en-
gagements in the ring; and he led a life harmful
to a boxer—instead of training in the gym, he
lived it up in the night club. He need not have
lost his title, or at least not so easily; but nobody.
can shed 35lbs. of excess weight in a few weeks
and remain strong and fit.

The lost opportunity and the lessons | |

In the ring itself, perhaps if he had decided !
to start fast, determined to end it in 5 rounds |
or else retire, he would have won. After all, in
the end, he did retire, and could not retain his
title because he retired in the 12th round instead
of the 5th. Moreover, though O’Brien was not
an idiot or a mere exhibition partner, he was
also not such a good boxer; and even in the
first few rounds in which he was all over the ring
throwing his hands about a lot, he gave oppor-
tunities that a well-conditioned and crafty cham-
pion could have exploited to send him O’Brien
into oblivion. But Floyd is habitually a slow
starter. And he was very very ponderous, with
his face portraying unhappiness, misery, and
absolutely no desire to win.

His lessons are clear. If he wishes to continue ¢
with boxing, he should take his profession more
seriously. He should get a good manager—on
known in international boxing circles, one wif
contacts, who is able to arrange important figlh
for him; and then stick to him. He then should
train more seriously. Of course he should move
up into heavier divisions.

Those others: are they just bad sportsmen or
crude nationalists?

Surrounding the contest were circumstances
which revealed traits of bad sportsmanship in
us, mostly arising from misplaced patriotism.
Two groups are particularly involved—the Ghana
Boxing Board of Control, and the TV commen-
tators.

The GBBC’s conduct of the weigh-in cere-
mony on 28/1/67 did not do much credit to Ghana,
and indeed could have ruined Ghana’s trust-
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worthiness in international boxing ecircles. It

_is now clear that someone connected with the

Board told O’Brien to go to the Race Course
for the weigh-in when in fact it was to be done
in the Stadium. O’Brien went there with a number
of other boxers fighting that evening. And yet
there was an attempt to use the press to give
the impression that O’Brien had come late and
was being deliberately difficult.

It must be known that there are conventions
governing such ceremonies: both boxers should
be present, and with their representatives. Press-
men and nationals of the contestants are not
legally acceptable (or judicially recognizable) wit-
nesses; and Mr. E. K. Dadson’s statement that
he had full confidence in the integrity of the
weighing and other officials, though perhaps
sincere and well-intentioned, was misguided.
It helped somewhat to set up a Commission
at once to look into it. But in the end, it was
Robertson’s loss which made any bitter aftermath
unnecessary.

There is evidence to suggest that Floyd hadn’t

been able to reduce to the required 9st., and
that 'some would be boxing gangster, wrongly
styling himself a nationalist, wanted this fact
hidden. The Board should rid itself of such liabi-
lities.
" The second culprit was the person who was
giving the running commentary on the TV. The
fellow must think viewers are blind or stupid.
His comments were anything but fair; and
he should run the fight again in the studio and
listen to himself.

Not only did he distort the trend, but he also
resorted to inferences that could only be funny,
not to say irritating. Listen to him: “the way
O’Brien seems relaxed and is dancing about
Jconfidently in the ring”—or something to that

dfect—*“suggests that Robertson’s. punches are
Ctting home with a lot of weight behind them”.
-name.

Finally, Floyd has lost the fight. He was foolish
the way he approached the contest—having
to lose so much weight in so short a time and
fighting in his usual slow way. But in refusing
to continue after the 12th round, he showed
greater wisdom, realism, and even sportsmanship
than those who are taunting him with Miyaa
(or Nyaa?),ie. “I am not going”. Let only the
foolish and unsympathetic go on doing this.
Like Moscow-trained Ajax Bukana, who aspires
to be a clown, and practises his vulgar art under
C.0.S. patronage in the Accra Stadium, foot-
ball fans who echo his signals with Miyaa should
ask themselves whether they are any better than
this quack.

News Summary

5/2/67
British National Export Couoncil in Ghana

A JOINT mission from the British National Export
Council and the Federation of the Commonwealth
Chambers of Commerce will visit Ghana in April to
study Ghana’s export and import requirements and
priorities. The mission will also examine Ghana’s need
for industrial and agricultural development in addition
to investment possibilities. This was announced by the
British Minister of State for Commonwealth Affairs,
Mr. George Thomas when formally opening the Bri-
tish pavilion at the Trade Fair in Accra.

Nkrumah and Security in Ghana

THE GOVERNMENT has explained why it has found
it necessary to tighten security measures in the country
of late. An official statement issued in Accra said the
Government has received information that on the orders
of custed Kwame Nkrumah, arms and explosives were
secretly sent to Accra recently. They were to be used
for assassinating members of the N.L.C. and to cause
disturbances in the country in general and at the Inter-
national Trade Fair in particular. The arms and explo-
sives were to be used by some 10 Nigerians who had
formerly been in Ghana as freedom fighters but were
sent by Nkrumah to Cuba in 1965 to be trained in
guerrilla warfare.

Civil Service and Trade Unions
AN N.L.C. Decree published in Accra says a civil ser-
vant will not be eligible to become a member of a
Trade Union. The decree, Civil Service (Amendment)
Decree 1967, repeals section 24 of the Civil Service
Act, 1960.

12/2/67
Seminars
A SERIES of seminars on the economic development
of Ghana has been held at the State House. It was
organised by the Government with the aim of inform-
ing foreigners attending the Ghana Internatiohal Trade
Fair about prospects for investment in Ghana.

Mechanized Fufu Preparation

A PROTOTYPE fufu pounding machine invented by
a Ghanaian Mechanic, Mr. S. K. Cherbu, a foreman
of the Ministry of Works and Housing, is attracting
housewives at the Trade Fair. The machine, believed
to be the answer to the tedious way of pounding fufu,
is on show at the Ministry of Education pavilion. Mr.
Cherbu now expects an interested firm of machine ma-
nufacturers to help in the mass production of the
machine.

Ghana-Czechoslovakia Trade Agreement

THE GOVERNMENT of Ghana has signed a trade
agreement with the Government of Czechoslovakia.
Colonel Afrifa signed on behalf of the Government of
Ghana and the Deputy Minister of Trade and Industries
of Czechoslovakia, Mr. Jan Poula signed on behalf of
his Government. Goods to be exchanged include
cocoa and cocoa products, timber, coffee, rubber and
industrial diamonds from Ghana and machinery, trans-
port equipment, raw materials and miscellaneous goods
from Czechoslovakia.
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Now Available in Ghana
at the Standard Price of

GOp. for 20

Get the taste of international success

The taste thatis wiquely 555. The taste
that State Express created for you by being -
that much more exclusive in the robaccos
they choose. Smokers of good taste will be pleased
10 know that 5555 are now generally
available in Ghana at the standard price of
60p. for twenty. Small price'to pay for
the taste of international success. FULTRIL KINGS

5911 by State Express

THE KING SIZE FILTER CIGARETTE OF INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS
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